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PREFACE, 


THE  importance  of  placing  in  book  form  biographical  history  of  representative  citi- 
zens— both  for  its  immediate  worth  and  for  its  value  to  coming  generations — is  ad- 
mitted by  all  thinking  people;  and  within  the  past  decade  there  has  been  a grow- 
ing interest  in  this  commendable  means  of  perpetuating  biography  and  family  genealogy. 

That  the  public  is  entitled  to  the  privileges  afforded  by  a work  of  this  nature  needs 
no  assertion  at  our  hands;  for  one  of  our  greatest  Americans  has  said  that  the  history  of 
any  country  resolves  itself  into  the  biographies  of  its  stout,  earnest  and  representative  citi- 
zens. This  medium,  then,  serves  more  than  a single  purpose;  while  it  perpetuates  biogra- 
phy and  family  genealogy,  it  records  history,  much  of  which  would  be  preserved  in  no 
other  way. 

In  presenting  the  Commemorative  Biographical  Record  to  its  patrons,  the  pub- 
lishers have  to  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  encouragement  and  support  their  enter- 
prise has  received,  and  the  willing  assistance  rendered  in  enabling  them  to  surmount  the 
many  unforeseen  obstacles  to  be  met  with  in  the  production  of  a work  of  this  character. 
In  nearly  every  instance  the  material  composing  the  sketches  was  gathered  from  those  im- 
mediately interested,  and  then  submitted  in  type-written  form  for  correction  and  revision 
The  volume,  which  is  one  of  generous  amplitude,  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  public  with 
the  belief  that  it  will  be  found  a valuable  addition  to  the  library,  as  well  as  an  invaluable 
contribution  to  the  historical  literature  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

THE  PUBLISHERS. 
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HINEAS  TAYLOR  BAR- 
NUM,  whose  eventful  life 
was  closed  at  his  home  in 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  on  April 
7,  1891,  was  a lineal  des- 
cendant in  the  sixth  genera- 
tion from  Thomas  Barnum, 
who  was  one  of  the  first 
eight  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Danbury,  Conn.,  they  purchasing  the  land  from 
the  Indians  in  1684,  and  making  their  residence 
there  in  the  spring  of  1685. 

Ephraim  Barnum  (2),  grandson  of  Thomas 
(2),  born  in  1733,  married,  in  1753,  Keziah  Covell, 
by  whom  he  had  ten  children.  He  married  (sec- 
ond) in  1776,  Mrs.  Rachel  Starr  Beebe,  daughter 
of  Jonathan  and  Rachel  (Taylor)  Starr,  and  wid- 
ow of  Jonathan  Beebe,  of  Danbury.  They  had 
five  children,  among  them  being  Philo,  born  in 
1778,  married  Polly  Fairchild,  of  Newtown, 
Conn.,  who  died  in  1808,  leaving  five  chil- 
dren. He  then  married  Irene  Taylor,  daughter 
of  Phineas  and  Mollie  (Sherwood)  Taylor,  of 
Bethel,  and  among  the  five  children  of  this  mar- 
riage was  Phineas  Taylor,  born  July  5,  1810,  at 
Bethel,  in  Fairfield  county. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a captain 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  father  was  a 
tailor,  farmer  and  sometimes  hotel  keeper,  and 
Phineas  drove  cows  to  pasture,  weeded  garden, 
ploughed  fields,  made  hay,  and,  when  possible, 
went  to  school.  Later  on  he  became  clerk  in  a 
country  store  established  by  his  father.  The  lat- 
ter dying  in  1825,  leaving  the  family  in  compari- 
tively  indigent  circumstances,  young  Phineas 
then  started  into  the  world,  securing  employment 
for  a time  with  a mercantile  firm  at  Grassy  Plains, 
his  remuneration  being  six  dollars  per  month. 
In  1826  he  went  to  the  city  of  Brooklyn  as 
clerk  in  the  store  of  Oliver  Taylor,  and  for  a time 
in  the  following  year  he  was  in  business  in  New 
York.  In  1829  he  had  a fruit  and  confectionery 
store  in  his  grandfather’s  carriage  house  in  Bethel, 
and  also  had  on  hand  “a  lottery  business,”  and 
was  auctioneer  in  the  book  trade.  In  1831,  in 


company  with  his  uncle  Alanson  Taylor,  he 
opened  a country  store  in  Bethel.  Several 
months  later  the  nephew  bought  out  the  uncle’s 
interest,  and  also  the  same  year,  on  October  19,  he 
issued  the  first  copy  of  the  Herald  of  Freedom. 
Unfortunately  he  lacked  the  experience  which  in- 
duces caution,  and  was  soon  plunged  into  litiga- 
tion, being  finally  sentenced  to  pay  on  one  suit  a 
fine  of  $100,  and  be  imprisoned  in  the  jail  for 
sixty  days.  He  had  a good  room,  lived  well,  and 
had  continued  visits  from  friends,  edited  his  paper 
as  usual,  and  received  large  accessions  to  the 
subscription  lists.  At  the  expiration  of  his  im- 
prisonment he  received  an  ovation,  and  after  a 
sumptuous  dinner,  with  toasts,  speeches,  and  ode 
and  oration,  in  a coach  drawn  by  six  horses,  ac- 
companied by  a band  of  music,  forty  horsemen, 
sixty  carriages  of  citizens  and  the  marshal  of  ora-, 
tion  of  the  day,  amid  roar  of  cannon  and  cheers 
of  a multitude,  Mr.  Barnum  rode  to  his  home  in 
Bethel,  where  the  band  played  “Home  Sweet 
Home,”  and  the  procession  then  returned  to  Dan- 
bury. His  editor’s  career  was  one  of  continual 
contest,  but  he  persevered  in  the  publication  of 
the  Herald  of  Freedom  until  the  spring  of  1835. 
He  then  removed  to  New  York,  and  after  being 
engaged  as  a drummer  for  several  firms  opened  a 
private  boarding  house,  at  the  same  time  pur- 
chasing an  interest  in  a grocery  store. 

In  1835,  Mr.  Barnum  began  the  business 
which  has  made  his  name  a household  word 
in  all  civilized  nations.  His  start  as  a showman 
began  by  the  purchase  and  exhibition  of  JoycC- 
Heth,  a colored  woman,  said  to  have  been  the 
nurse  of  Gen.  George  Washington,  and  161 
years  of  age.  His  next  venture  was  the  exhibi- 
tion of  “ Signor  Antonio  ” and  a “ Mr.  Roberts.” 
In  1836  he  connected  himself  with  Aaron  Tur- 
ner’s traveling  circus,  going  south,  in  the  follow- 
ing year  he  organized  a new  company  and  went 
west,  reaching  the  Missouri  river  where  he  pur- 
chased a steamer  and  sailed  down  the  river  for 
New  Orleans.  There  he  traded  the  steamer  for 
sugar  and  molasses,  and  returned  north,  arriving 
at  New  York  June  4,  1838.  In  1841  he  bought 
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the  American  Museum  in  that  city,  and  com- 
menced a series  of  improvements  by  way  of  at- 
tractive exhibitions.  He  introduced  the  lecture 
room,  a reform  of  the  stage  or  theatre.  He  was 
constantly  searching  for  and  obtaining  something 
new,  amusing  and  wonderful,  and  all  the  exhibi- 
tions he  made  were  instructive  to  the  people, 
moral  and  elevating.  His  methods  of  bringing 
his  institution  constantly  before  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  the  success  thereby  secured,  first 
impressed  the  American  mind  with  the  advan- 
tages of  advertising.  In  1842  he  secured  Gen. 
Tom  Thumb  for  exhibition;  in  1844  he  took  him 
in  company  with  his  parents  across  the  ocean. 
They  went  to  London,  and  soon  to  the  presence 
of  the  Queen  at  Buckingham  Palace.  From 
London  the  party  went  to  Paris,  where  the  Gen- 
feral  received  great  attention.  He  was  invited,  to 
the  presence  of  the  King  and  Queen  and  the 
royal  family.  For  the  first  day's  exhibition  to  the 
general  public  in  Paris  Mr.  Barnum  received 
5,500  francs.  From  Paris  the  party  traveled 
through  France  and  Belgium  and  back  to  Eng- 
land, where  the  profitable  exhibition  continued 
until  the  return  to  New  York  in  1847.  The 
General's  father  on  arriving  from  England  with 
a handsome  fortune,  placed  a portion  of  it  at 
interest  for  the  General,  more  for  himself,  and 
with  thirty  thousand  dollars  of  it  built  a substan- 
tial dwelling  on  the  corner  of  North  avenue  and 
Main  street,  Bridgeport. 

After  returning  to  America  Mr.  Barnum  made 
a tour  with  his  little  General  through  the  United 
States  and  Cuba.  It  was  during  this  tour  in 
1847-48  that  he  had  his  beautiful  dwelling  built 
at  Bridgeport,  which  he  called  “ Iranistan,”  the 
word  signifying  “Oriental  Villa”  and  on  Novem- 
ber 14,  1848,  nearly  one  thousand  guests  were 
present  at  an  old-fashioned  “housewarming.” 
It  stood  a little  back  from  the  northeast  corner 
of  the  present  Fairfield  and  Iranistan  avenues, 
and  some  years  after  it  accidently  took  fire  and 
was  consumed.  This  beautiful  and  very  remark- 
able structure,  built  in  oriental  style,  was  the 
first  great  boom  for  the  celebrity  of  Bridgeport. 
The  picture  of  it  went  over  the  country  in  the 
illustrated  newspapers,  as  “a  thing  of  beauty,” 
a marvel  of  wonder,  and  an  honor  to  all  Amer- 
ica. 

The  Jennie  Lind  enterprise  was  the  next  great 
undertaking  of  Mr.  Barnum.  It  was  conceived 
by  him  in  October,  1849,  the  engagement  made 
with  the  great  singer  January  9,  1850,  by  which 
$187,500  was  to  be  deposited  by  Mr.  Barnum  in 
advance  of  all  proceedings,  and  which  was  done. 
Miss  Lind  arrived  in  New  York  September  1, 
J850,  and  the  first  concert  occurred  September 


1 1 following,  the  proceeds  of  which  amounted  to 
$17,864.05.  Ninety-three  concerts  were  given 
under  Mr.  Barnum’s  contract,  terminating  in  May, 
1851,  the  receipts  for  which  amounted  to  $112.- 
161.34.  It  was  the  greatest  project  of  the  kind 
ever  introduced  into  America,  unto  that  day,  and 
probably  to  the  present,  unless  it  be  “ Barnum’s 
Greatest  Show  on  Earth,”  and  was  successfully, 
and  even  grandly,  carried  through.  During  this 
time  the  American  Museum  was  running  success- 
fully with  Tom  Thumb  in  attendance,  besides 
many  other  entertainments  added  every  year. 
About  this  time  he  fitted  out  his  “Great  Asiatic 
Caravan,  Museum  and  Menagerie,”  at  an  expense 
of  upward  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
exhibited  it  for  four  years. 

In  1851  Mr.  Barnum  purchased  of  William 
H.  Noble,  of  Bridgeport,  the  undivided  half  of 
his  late  father's  estate,  consisting  of  fifty  acres  of 
land  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  opposite 
the  city  of  Bridgeport.  They  intended  this  as 
the  nucleus  of  a new  city,  which  they  concluded 
could  soon  be  built  in  consequence  of  many  nat- 
ural advantages  it  possessed.  In  view  of  secur- 
ing this  end,  a clock  company,  in  which  Mr.  Bar- 
num was  a stockholder,  was  prevailed  upon  to 
transfer  its  establishment  from  the  town  of  Litch- 
field to  the  new  city.  In  addition  to  this  it  was 
proposed  to  transfer  the  entire  business  of  the 
Jerome  Clock  Company  of  New  Haven,  to  East 
Bridgeport,  and  for  this  purpose  Mr.  Barnum 
lent  that  company  money  and  notes  to  the  amount 
of  $1 10,000,  with  the  positive  assurance  that  this 
would  be  the  extent  of  the  company’s  call  on 
him;  but  by  peculiar  management  on  the  part  of 
the  company  they  soon  had  Mr.  Barnum  involved 
to  the  amount  of  over  half  a million  dollars. 
Then  they  failed,  and  after  absorbing  all  of  Mr. 
Barnum’s  fortune  they  paid  but  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  per  cent  of  the  company’s  obligations, 
while,  in  the  end,  they  never  removed  to  East 
Bridgeport.  Mr.  Barnum’s  extrication  of  himself 
from  this  gulf  of  obligation,  by  paying  such  a per- 
centage on  the  whole  as  could  not  be  met  by  the 
sale  of  all  his  property  at  the  time,  was  a finan- 
cial feat  of  the  highest  genius,  energy  and  honor. 

Early  in  1857  Mr.  Barnum  again  went  to 
Europe,  taking  with  him  Gen.  Tom  Thumb,  and 
also  little  Cordelia  Howard  and  her  parents,  and 
traveled  through  England,  Germany  and  Hol- 
land, experiencing  with  the  little  folks  a most 
cordial  and  enthusiastic  greeting  all  the  way.  It 
was  soon  after  his  return  from  this  European 
tour  that  the  beautiful  “Iranistan”  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  Early  in  1858  Mr.  Barnum  re- 
turned to  England,  taking  Tom  Thumb,  and 
with  some  help  to  manage  the  exhibition  through 
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Scotland  and  Wales,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  he  de- 
voted himself  to  the  “lecture  field,”  taking  for 
his  theme  “The  Art  of  Making  Money”,  and  by 
it  he  made  money,  hand  over  hand,  and  sent  it 
home  to  apply  on  the  clock  enterprise.  In  1859 
he  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  pushing 
on  his  museum  found  himself,  in  i860,  within 
twenty  thousand  dollars  of  extinguishing  the  last 
claim  from  the  old  clock  business.  This  he  pro- 
vided for,  and  resumed  the  full  control  of  his 
old  museum.  In  1 860  he  built  a new  house  in 
Bridgeport,  on  Fairfield  avenue,  about  one 
hundred  rods  west  of  the  site  of  “Iranistan,” 
which  was  named  “ Lindencroft,”  in  honor  of 
Jenny  Lind,  and  gave  his  attention  anew  to  the 
building  of  his  pet  city,  East  Bridgeport.  This 
had  already  made  great  progress.  In  1856  the 
Wheeler  & Wilson  Sewing  Machine  Company  had 
purchased  the  old  clock  shop,  greatly  enlarged  it. 
and  were  employing  something  like  a thousand 
hands.  Churches,  dwellings  and  other  manu- 
factories, including  that  of  the  Howe  Sewing  Ma- 
chine Company,  had  been  built,  and  the  place  had 
become  quite  a city.  From  i860  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  Mr.  Barnum,  although  engaged  with 
the  New  York  Museum  for  years,  and  afterward 
with  his  great  show,  did  not  cease  to  give  much 
attention  and  energetic  effort  to  the  building, 
prosperity  and  success  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport. 

In  1861  Mr.  Barnum  introduced  into  his 
Museum  Commodore  Nut,  and  in  1862  he  se- 
cured another  dwarf  in  the  person  of  Lavinia 
Warren.  In  1865  the  American  Museum  in 
New  York  was  burned  with  great  loss,  but  Mr. 
Barnum  at  once  built  another,  which  was  also 
burned  with  great  loss  in  1868.  By  these  two 
catastrophes  about  a million  dollars  worth  of  Mr. 
Barnum’s  property  in  one  dwelling  and  two 
Museums  had  been  destroyed  by  fire.  In  1 867 
he  sold  his  home,  “Lindencraft,”  and  removed 
to  the  locality  where  he  resided  for  years,  com- 
mencing the  erection  of  that  residence  in  1 868. 
This  he  named  “ Waldemere,”  the  word  mean- 
ing “ Woods-by-the-sea.  ” When  he  purchased 
this  land,  it  lay  adjoining  the  west  end  of  Sea- 
side Park,  being  a portion  of  an  old  farm,  and 
extended  from  Atlantic  street  to  the  shore  of  the 
Sound.  Believing  as  he  did  then  that  Seaside 
Park  would  .be  a very  great  advantage  to  the 
people  of  the  city,  he  gave  seven  acres  lying  in 
front  of  his  residence  to  the  city  for  enlargement 
of  the  park.  In  1884  he  gave  thirty  acres  more, 
extending  the  park  westward  toward  Black  Rock 
Harbor. 

In  1870  Mr.  Barnum  commenced  preparation 
for  a great  show  and  enterprise,  comprising  a 
museum,  menagerie,  caravan,  hippodrome  and 


circus,  and  to  this  show  from  that  time  on  he 
devoted  a great  portion  of  his  untiring  energy. 
This  he  styled  “The  Greatest  Show  on  Earth.” 
This  show  opened  for  a few  weeks  in  the  spring 
every  year  in  the  large  Madison  Square  Garden 
in  New  York,  and  during  each  summer  it  visited 
the  principal  cities  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  from  Quebec  and  Montreal,  on  the 
East,  to  Omaha,  Neb.,  on  the  West;  exhibiting 
under  immense  tents,  in  one  of  which  could  be 
seated  20,000  persons.  It  consisted  of  a large 
menagerie  of  rare  wild  beasts,  a museum  of 
human  phenomena,  and  living  specimens  of  sav- 
age and  strange  tribes  and  nations,  including, 
without  regard  to  cost,  everything  rare  and  mar- 
velous which  his  wealth,  energy  and  persever- 
ance, and  experience  as  a public  manager  could 
gather.  The  “Ethnological  Congress”  of  this 
show  contained  the  greatest  collection  of  differ- 
ent types  of  strange  and  savage  tribes  gathered 
from  the  remotest  corners  of  the  earth  ever  seen 
together.  The  great  elephant,  “Jumbo,”  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Barnum  from  the  Royal  Zoological 
Gardens,  London,  being  the  largest  land  animal 
seen  for  centuries,  and  forty  other  African  and 
Indian  elephants,  including  two  baby  elephants — 
these  and  scores  of  other  trained  animals  trans- 
ported on  nearly  a hundred  railway  cars  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Barnum,  created  an  expense  of  $5,000 
to  $6,000  each  day,  and  brought  over  a million 
dollars  in  a single  season.  In  the  latter  years  of 
his  life  Mr.  Barnum  took  several  experienced 
partners,  the  contract  of  co-partnership  extend- 
ing for  years,  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
its  continuance  after  that  time  by  their  succes- 
sors. The  winter  headquarters  of  the  show, 
which  still  bears  Mr.  Barnum’s  name,  is  located 
at  Bridgeport,  and  the  buildings  and  grounds  are 
annually  inspected  by  thousands. 

In  1875  Mr.  Barnum  was  elected  mayor  of 
Bridgport,  and  as  he  always  had  the  best  in- 
terests at  heart,  it  is  needless  to  say  that  his  ad- 
ministration was  eminently  successful.  The  im- 
provement in  the  Park  City,  during  the  past 
decade,  can  easily  be  traced  back  to  the  pioneer 
hand  of  this  generous  gentleman.  He  secured 
to  the  city  the  beautiful  Mountain  Grove  Ceme- 
tery. He  laid  out  many  streets,  and  planted 
hundred  of  trees  in  Bridgeport  proper,  built 
blocks  of  houses,  many  of  which  he  sold  to  me- 
chanics on  the  installment  plan,  thus  providing  a 
home  for  the  thrifty  with  as  little  cost  as  would 
be  the  payment  of  rent.  Bridgeport,  with  its 
many  handsome  gifts,  notably  the  Barnum  In- 
stitute of  Science  and  History,  from  this  generous 
and  eminent  man,  will  revere  his  name  for  gene- 
rations to  come;  and  in  all  cities,  towns  and 
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hamlets  of  this,  or  any  country,  the  people  will 
remember  P.  T.  Barnum  and  his  “Greatest 
Show  on  Earth,”  when  all  else  is  forgotten. 

Mr.  Barnum  also  gave  to  Tufts  College,  Mass., 
$100,000,  with  which  was  erected  and  stocked 
the  Barnum  Museum  of  Natural  History.  Poli- 
tically Mr.  Barnum  was  a Democrat  previous  to 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  but  after  that 
period  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a Re- 
publican. In  1865  he  was  elected  a representa- 
tive to  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut, 
from  the  town  of  Fairfield,  and  from  Bridgeport 
in  1877. 

In  1876  Mr.  Barnum  wrote  a book  of  fiction 
founded  on  fact,  entitled  “The  Adventure  of 
Lion  Jack,  or  How  Menageries  are  Made,”  which 
was  dedicated  to  the  boys  of  America.  In  1881, 
Mr.  Barnum  presented  to  Bethel,  his  birthplace, 
a bronze  fountain,  which  was  made  in  Germany. 
From  an  impromptu  speech  made  on  the  oc- 
casion the  following  is  an  extract:  “ My  friends: 
Among  all  the  varied  scenes  of  an  active  and 
eventful  life,  crowded  with  strange  incidents  of 
struggle  and  excitement,  of  joy  and  sorrow,  tak- 
ing me  often  through  foreign  lands  and  bringing 
me  face  to  face  with  the  king  in  his  palace  and 
the  peasant  in  his  turf-covered  hut,  I have  in- 
variably cherished — with  the  most  affectionate 
remembrance  of  the  place  of  my  birth — the  old 
village  meeting  house,  without  steeple  or  bell, 
where  in  the  square  family  pew  1 sweltered  in 
summer  and  shivered  through  my  Sunday-school 
lessons  in  winter,  and  the  old  school  house,  where 
the  ferrule,  the  birchen  rod  and  rattan  did  active 
duty,  of  which  I deserved  and  received  a liberal 
share.” 

On  November  8.  1829,  Mr.  Barnum  was 
married  to  Charity  Hallett,  a native  of  Bethel, 
who  bore  him  children  as  follows:  Caroline  C., 

Helen  M.,  Frances  I.,  and  Pauline  T.  The 
mother  of  these,  who  was  born  October  28, 
1808,  died  November  19,  1873.  On  September 
16,  1874,  the  father  married  Miss  Nancy  Fish,  of 
Southport,  Lancashire,  England.  In  1889 
“Waldemere”  was  removed  to  make  room  for 
“Marina,”  the  present  residence  of  the  family 
at  Bridgeport. 


MON.  SAMUEL  SHERMAN,  of  Brookfield, 

is  one  of  Fairfield  county’s  ablest  and 

most  honored  sons,  and  his  life  and  character 
are  well  worthy  of  study,  especially  by  the  young, 
who  may  find  a helpful  suggestion  in  its  stren- 
uous and  well-directed  effort  after  high  ideals. 

Mr.  Sherman  was  born  June  2,  1828,  upon 
the  old  Sherman  homestead  in  Brookfield  (an 


estate  which  has  now  been  in  the  possession  of 
the  family  for  more  than  a century),  and  in  his 
early  years  received  only  the  educational  oppor- 
tunities common  to  country  youth  of  his  day,  his 
winters  being  devoted  to  study  in  the  local 
schools,  while  the  summer  seasons  were  spent  in 
farm  work.  His  active  mind  was  far  from  being 
satisfied  with  these  advantages,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  determined  to  secure  a liberal  edu- 
cation. He  learned  the  Greek  alphabet  in  the 
hayfield,  and  carried  in  his  pocket  a Latin  gram- 
mar to  study  at  intervals  of  his  labor.  For  two 
or  three  terms  he  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
select  school  in  his  native  town,  and  then  went 
to  the  Connecticut  Academy  at  Cheshire,  where 
he  prepared  for  college.  In  1846  he  entered 
Trinity  College,  Hartford,  and  in  July,  1850,  he 
was  graduated  from  that  institution,  ranking 
among  the  six  highest  in  his  class.  Their  at- 
tainments in  scholarship  and  in  the  requirements 
of  the  curriculum  were  so  equal  in  merit  that 
their  respective  college  honors  had  to  be  deter- 
mined by  lot — an  eventuality  rarely  known  in 
college  history — the  valedictory  and  salutatory 
thus  falling  to  his  classmates,  while  Mr.  Sher- 
man took  the  first  oration,  which  was  deemed 
third  yi  rank,  though  each  one  of  the  remarka- 
ble six  was  entitled  to  compete  for  the  highest 
honors.  While  in  college  he  became  identified 
with  the  Psi  Upsilon  fraternity.  In  thelastyear 
of  his  college  life  Mr.  Sherman  began  the  study 
of  law,  and  after  his  graduation  he  entered  the 
State  and  National  Law  School  at  Ballston  Spa. 
N.  Y.,  under  Prof.  Fowler,  where  he  continued 
two  terms,  and  after  passing  a rigid  examination , 
on  motion  before  the  full  Bench  of  the  supreme 
court,  sitting  at  the  capitol  in  Albany  in  1851, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  Upon  receiving 
his  diploma  he  removed  to  New  York,  where  he 
opened  an  office  and  commenced  the  practice  of 
law.  In  1852  he  was  called  to  Philadelphia  on 
business,  and  thence  went  to  Washington,  where 
he  became  acquainted  with  the  late  Vice-Presi- 
dent King,  then  in  ill  health,  and  was  invited  to 
join  him  on  his  visit  to  Cuba,  where  Mr.  King 
died.  Mr.  Sherman  returned  with  his-  remains 
to  Mobile,  and  they  were  interred  at  Selma, 
Ala.  Soon  afterward  Mr.  Sherman  made  a tour 
of  the  then  slave-holding  States,  studying  the 
workings  of  the  institution  in  town  and  country. 
Returning  to  New  York  via  Canada,  in  1853,  he 
resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Wall 
street. 

In  1856  he  brought  an  equity  suit  in  Philadel- 
phia to  set  aside  a decree  of  divorce  which  he 
maintained  had  been  obtained  by  fraud  and  im- 
position practiced  upon  the  court  several  years 
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before  in  the  noted  case  of  Griswold  vs.  Griswold, 
in  which  the  eminent  criminal  lawyer,  David 
Paul  Brown,  was  his  associate,  and  Mr.  Cuyler, 
afterward  mayor  of  Philadelphia,  his  opponent; 
the  libellant  Griswold  being  a Doctor  of  Divinity 
and  an  author  and  writer  who  had  contracted  a 
subsequent  marriage  with  a lady  in  Maine,  and 
his  client,  the  respondent,  a wealthy  Jewess  of 
Charleston,  S.  C.  The  social  position  of  the 
parties  to  the  suit  attracted  wide  attention,  and 
the  skillful  management  of  the  case  by  Mr. 
Sherman  throughout  the  protracted  trial  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  subsequent  professional  suc- 
cess. 

Notwithstanding  his  business  cares,  Mr.  Sher- 
man has  found  time  for  work  in  literary  and 
political  lines.  In  1869  he  compiled  and  pub- 
lished at  his  own  expense,  from  original  and  se- 
lected matter,  a small  volume  of  sacred  poetry  in 
the  Spanish  language,  in  metre,  under  the  title  of 
" Himnos  y Canticos,"  which  was  adopted  for  use 
by  the  Spanish  Church  of  Santiago,  New  York. 
More  than  ten  years  afterward  selections  taken 
from  it  were  set  to  music  and  published,  with 
other  Spanish  hymns,  by  the  foreign  department 
of  the  American  Tract  Society,  under  the  same 
title,  in  a volume  of  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
pages,  for  use  in  Mexico  and  South  America, 
and  for  the  forty  millions  of  the  Spanish-speak- 
ing branch  of  the  human  family  in  the  Old  and 
New  World.  Mr.  Sherman  refused  to  copy- 
right his  first  edition  of  the  work,  believing  that 
if  it  had  merit  it  should  be  free  to  all.  At  the 
General  Convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  U.  S.  A.  held  at  Baltimore  in  1871,  the 
Bishops  of  Connecticut,  New  York  and  Cali- 
fornia were  appointed  a committee  to  revise  and 
correct  the  Spanish  version  of  the  Book  of  Com- 
mon Prayer,  and  subsequently  Mr.  Sherman  was 
appointed,  with  the  Rev.  Joaquin  de  Palma, 
rector  of  the  Church  of  Santiago,  N.  Y.,  and 
Don  Pablo  Roura,  of  Cuba,  in  the  order  named, 
as  acting  sub-committee  on  said  revision.  In 
1882  he  published  a work  entitled  “Travels  in 
Cuba  and  the  Republic  of  Santo  Domingo,”  and 
in  the  same  year  he  translated  and  published  an 
address  delivered  by  him  in  Spanish  before  the 
Dominican  Congress  during  the  celebration  of 
the  XXXIXth  anniversary  of  the  National  Inde- 
pendence of  that  little  Republic. 

In  1873  Mr.  Sherman  was  elected  judge  of 
the  Probate  Court  by  the  combination  of  both 
parties  of  his  district,  which  was  then,  as  now, 
strongly  Democratic,  and  though  he  declined  a 
renomination  his  name  was  again  brought  for- 
ward for  the  office.  He  refused  a nomination  for 
senator  of  the  old  Eleventh  district  when  S.  P. 


Glover,  of  Newtown,  was  elected  in  his  place  on 
the  ticket,  and  he  then  stated  in  the  Senatorial 
Convention,  of  which  he  was  a member,  that  he 
desired  to  hold  no  office  either  in  Church  or  State. 
In  spite  of  this,  however,  the  convention  in  1874 
nominated  him  for  senator  of  the  Eleventh,  in 
his  absence  and  without  his  consent,  on  a Friday 
preceding  the  following  Monday’s  election,  of 
which  he  had  no  knowledge  until  late  on 
the  following  Saturday,  thereby  depriving  him 
alike  of  the  opportunity  to  withdraw  in  time  to 
name  his  successor,  or  to  devote  any  proper  at- 
tention to  the  canvass;  in  consequence  his  com- 
petitor was  elected.  Mr.  Sherman  was  a dele- 
gate to  the  Republican  State  Convention  at  New 
Haven  in  1880,  for  the  nomination  of  the  Presi- 
dential electors,  and  to  his  well-remembered 
speech  on  offering  an  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion proposing  to  bind  the.  Connecticut  dele- 
tion at  Chicago  to  vote  for  particular  parties 
therein  named,  he  moved  to  add  after  the  names 
mentioned  in  the  resolution  the  words:  “or  any 
other  man  whom  the  National  Convention  at 
Chicago  in  their  wisdom  shall  see  fit  to  nomi- 
nate.” His  amendment  was  carried  with  loud 
cheers  and  applause,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
consequent  attitude  taken  by  the  Connecticut 
delegation  largely  contributed  to  the  solution  of 
the  Presidential  problem  at  Chicago. 

In  i860  Mr.  Sherman  married  a young  Cuban 
lady.  Dona  Mercedes  Montejo,  daughter  of  a 
wealthy  sugar  planter.  On  the  breaking  out  of 
the  rebellion  in  Cuba,  in  1 868,  her  only  brother. 
Col.  Don  Eduardo,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  troops 
at  the  siege  of  Las  Tunas,  and  shortly  afterward 
her  excellent  and  venerable  father,  after  having 
emancipated  all  his  slaves,  if  not  in  consequence 
thereof,  was  cruelly  assassinated  in  cold  blood 
by  Spanish  hirelings,  and  his  widow  and  children 
and  grandchildren,  having  three  times  narrowly 
escaped  from  houses  fired  in  the  night-time  and 
burned  to  the  ground,  fled  to  the  woods  for 
shelter,  and  lived  in  the  forests  of  Cuba  for 
months  to  escape  the  fury  of  war.  On  learning 
of  their  sad  condition  Mr.  Sherman  promptly 
sent  for  them  to  take  refuge  with  him  in  this 
country,  they  having  been  stripped  of  their 
property  by  confiscation,  pillage  and  fire.  Mrs. 
Montejo,  with  her  daughter  and  son-in-law  and 
six  grandchildren,  and  two  elderly  female  ser- 
vants, in  response,  came  to  Brookfield  in  April. 
1871,  where  they  remained  over  two  years  with 
him,  the  children  attending  school.  Afterward, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  better  educational 
facilities,  he  removed  the  family  to  Danbury, 
where  they  remained  five  years;  three  of  the 
elder  children,  however,  were  sent  to  school  in 
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New  York  City,  and  one  of  them  is  now  a prac- 
ticing lawyer  of  high  promise.  About  1871, 
after  twenty  years  of  successful  practice  of  his 
profession  in  New  York  City,  Mr.  Sherman  re- 
tired to  his  native  town,  where  he  now  resides, 
dividing  his  time  between  literary  and  profes- 
sional pursuits  and  the  cultivation  of  his  home- 
stead farm,  which  he  has  enlarged  by  purchase 
and  has  greatly  improved.  Living  without  os- 
tentation, and  without  boasting  of  either  poverty 
or  riches,  Mr.  Sherman  is  keenly  alive  to  every 
public  improvement,  showing  large-hearted  lib- 
erality to  every  meritorious  cause.  All  who 
Enow  him  intimately  enjoy  his  cordial  hospital- 
ity, and,  in  fact,  no  person,  however  lowly,  is 
ever  turned  away  hungry  from  his  door.  Of  the 
strictest  integrity,  his  word  is  his  bond  in  all 
business  transactions.  Though  of  pronounced 
opinions  on  many  subjects,  he  never  pushes 
them  unduly  upon  the  attention  of  others,  and 
in  society  he  is  always  the  genial  gentleman  “ to 
the  manner  born.” 

The  Sherman  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
the  locality,  our  subject  tracing  his  descent  from 
Samuel  Sherman,  who.  in  1634,  came  to  Amer- 
ica from  Dedham,  County  of  Essex,  England, 
accompanied  by  a brother  John  and  a first  cousin 
also  named  John.  He  located  at  Stratford, 
Conn.,  and  the  others  settled  in  Watertown, 
Mass.  On  the  ship  on  which  Samuel  Sherman 
made  the  voyage  was  another  passenger.  Miss 
Sarah  Mitchell,  whom  he  married  after  the  ar- 
rival in  the  New  World.  Their  children  were 
Samuel,  Theophilus,  Matthew,  Edmond,  John, 
Nathaniel,  Benjamin  and  David.  The  posterity 
of  each  is  traced  as  follows: 

I.  Samuel,  eldest  son  of  Samuel,  of  Ded- 
ham, England,  had  a son  Daniel,  who  had  three 
sons,  Ebenezer,  Benoni  and  Samuel.  (1)  Eben- 
ezer had  two  sons,  Ebenezer  and  Daniel,  and  the 
latter  was  the  father  of  two  children,  Ebenezer 
and  Philo.  (2)  Benoni  had  a son  Zadok,  who 
had  three  sons — Andrew  (the  father  of  Roswell, 
Harry  and  Charles),  Zilotas  and  Zadok.  (3) 
Samuel  had  two  sons — Justin  (the  father  of  Jot- 
ham  and  Ezra),  and  Jotham,  who  had  five  sons 
— Lewis,  Samuel,  Rufus,  Beers  and  Cyrus.  Of 
these,  Lewis  had  four  sons — Justin,  Philo,  Syl- 
vester and  Oman.  Samuel,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  Rufus 
had  three  sons — William,  Lewis  (father  of  Philo), 
and  Philo  (father  of  Rufus).  Beers  had  three 
sons — Charles,  McPherson  and  Harry.  Cyrus 
had  two  sons— Jotham  and  Cyrus  Beers. 

II.  Theophilus,  second  son  of  Samuel  of 
Dedham,  had  two  children,  Mary  Crane  and 
Comfort  Nicholas. 


III.  Edmond,  third  son  of  Samuel,  had  two 
sons,  Matthew  and  Bezaleel.  ( 1 ) Matthew  had 
two  sons — David  and  Lemuel,  and  the  former 
was  the  father  of  four  sons — David,  Seth, 
Matthew  and  Lemuel. 

IV.  John,  fourth  son  of  Samuel,  who  was 
born  about  1657,  had  three  sons,  Samuel,  John 
and  Ichabod.  ( 1 ) Samuel  had  three  sons — 
Reuben,  David  and  Samuel  (father  of  John  and 
Ichabod);  the  second  son,  David,  was  the  father 
of  Matthew,  Solomon  David  (1)  (who  died  in 
infancy ),  Solomon  David  ( 2 ),  Aaron,  Bildad 
and  Eldad  ( twins ),  and  Gideon.  ( 2 ) John 
had  two  sons,  Daniel  and  Matthew  ; Daniel  was 
the  father  of  Daniel,  and  Taylor  (born  1758, 
died  1818),  who  became  the  grandfather  of  Gen. 
William  T.  Sherman  [ See  pp.  10  and  11,  Vol. 
1.  “Memoir  of  General  Sherman”].  Taylor 
had  three  children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Charles 
R.,  who  died  in  1829,  had  four  sons:  Charles  F., 
born  in  1811,  James,  born  in  1816,  William  T. , 
born  February  8,  1820,  died  February  1,  1891, 
and  John,  born  in  1823,  now  (1897)  National 
Secretary  of  State.  Daniel,  second  son  of  Tay- 
lor, married  and  had  a daughter  Betsey,  who 
married  Judge  Parker,  of  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

V.  David,  fifth  son  of  Samuel  of  Dedham, 
had  eight  daughters. 

VI.  Matthew,  sixth  son  of  Samuel,  had 
three  sons,  Jonathan,  David  and  Jabez. 

VII.  Nathaniel,  seventh  son  of  Samuel,  had 
three  children,  Sarah,  Peramiah  and  Naomi. 

VIII.  Benjamin,  eighth  and  youngest  son 
of  Samuel,  born  March  29,  1662,  had  seven 
sons:  Job,  Nathaniel,  Enos,  Benjamin,  Samuel, 
Timothy  and  James.  (1)  Job  had  four  sons: 
John  ( father  of  Daniel,  John,  Ezra,  Elijah  and 
Jabe);Joel  (father  of  Abel,  George,  Job  and 
Timothy);  Nathan  (father  of  Truman.  Lyman, 
Philo  and  Joseph);  and  Ephraim  (father  of 
Amos  and  Peter).  ( 2 ) Nathaniel  had  three  sons, 
Nathaniel  ( father  of  David,  Nathaniel,  Nathan, 
Silas  and  Everett );  Phineas  ( father  of  Philo  and 
Lewis);  and  Nathan  (father  of  Wheeler  and 
Nathan).  (3)  Enos  had  two  sons,  Josiah  and 
Samuel.  ( 4 ) Benjamin  had  two  sons,  Timothy 
and  James.  ( q ) Samuel  had  three  sons,  Lemuel, 
Elijah  and  Isaac.  ( 6 ) Titpothy  left  no.  issue. 
(7)  James  had  three  sons,  Adonijah,  William, 
and  Edmond. 

Samuel  Sherman,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  at  Newtown  in  1760,  and  died  at  Brook- 
field in  1825.  He  married  Betty  Hawley,  of 
Newtown,  and  soon  after  their  marriage  they  set- 
tled upon  their  present  homestead  at  Brookfield, 
where  he  followed  agriculture,  and  was  for  many 
years  engaged  in  manufacturing  combs.  He  ac- 
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cumulated  a handsome  fortune  for  that  day,  and 
did  an  extensive  banking  business  among  his 
neighbors.  In  all  local  affairs  he  took  a prom- 
inent part,  and  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  St. 
Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Brookfield,  in  which 
he  served  for  many  years  as  senior  warden.  He 
had  eight  daughters,  and  two  sons — Hawley,  who 
was  born  in  1788,  and  died  in  1869,  and  Abel, 
our  subject’s  father. 

Abel  Sherman  was  born  at  the  old  homestead 
in  1798,  and  made  his  home  there  throughout 
his  life,  agricultural  work  occupyiug  his  attention. 
He  was  educated  in  the  district  school,  also  in  a 
private  school  near  his  home,  and  as  he  was  al- 
ways an  attentive  reader  of  the  best  literature  he 
acquired  a wide  range  of  information,  which,  to- 
gether with  his  intelligence  and  sound  judgment 
made  his  opinions  of  great  value.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  religious  work,  holding  the  office 
of  vestryman  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church.  On 
November  26,  1826,  he  was  married  in  Brook- 
field to  Miss  Sarah  Bradley,  who  was  born  April 
19,  5 799-  a daughter  of  Ormond  Bradley,  and 
died  June  27,  1877.  He  survived  her  but  a few 
years,  passing  away  in  1881.  Of  their  five  chil- 
dren, Eliza  B. , who  was  born  September  14, 
1826,  died  in  1890,  unmarried.  Samuel,  our 
subject,  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  Susan, 
born  June  5,  1830,  married  Joseph  A.  Banks,  of 
Bridgeport.  Miss  Caroline,  born  in  1836.  re- 
sides at  Brookfield,  Conn.  Sarah  Ann,  their 
youngest  daughter,  died  in  1844,  when  aged  four 
years  and  five  months. 


H[ON.  DANIEL  NASH  MORGAN.  Fairfield 

l county  has  been  the  home  of  many  families 

whose  representatives  have  had  a seat  in  the 
councils  of  the  nation,  and  prominent  among 
these  we  find  the  name  of  Morgan,  honorably 
represented  in  this  generation  by  Daniel  Nash 
Morgan,  former  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
who  was  born  in  Newtown,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 
August  18,  1844,  the  son  of  Ezra  and  Hannah 
(Nash)  Morgan. 

Ezra  Morgan  (the  father  of  our  subject),  who 
for  forty  years  or  more  was  a merchant  banker 
and  fanner  of  the  town  of  Newtown,  Fairfield 
county,  descended  from  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Newtown,  and  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  State. 
Zedekiah  Morgan,  his  grandfather,  was  a captain 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  an  active  and 
determined  patriot.  During  the  war  cavalry 
horses  were  quartered  on  a portion  of  the  place 
still  known  in  Newtown  as  the  Morgan  farm. 

Ezra  Morgan,  who  was  born  in  Newtown, 
died  June  9,  1871,  aged  seventy  years,  and  his 


wife,  Hannah  (Nash),  passed  away  April  1 5, 
1883,  aged  sixty-seven.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Daniel  Nash,  who  lived  to  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-five  years.  Ezra  Morgan  was  one  of 
the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  Newtown ; 
was  a leading  Democrat,  and  occupied  a number 
of  official  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
He  represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature  in 
1842,  1862  and  1868.  For  a long  time  he  was 
president  of  the  Hatters  Bank  of  Bethel. 

Daniel  Nash  Morgan  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  Newtown,  and 
later  was  a student  in  the  Newtown  Academy 
and  Bethel  Institute.  He  early  exhibited  a lik- 
ing for  mercantile  life,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
entered  his  father's  store,  where,  under  his  careful 
tuition,  he  mastered  the  rudiments  of  practical 
business.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  stepped 
before  the  public  as  sole  proprietor  of  the  store, 
and  carried  on  the  business  with  success  for  a 
year,  when  he  became  a partner  of  the  firm  of 
Morgan  & Booth,  in  Newtown  Center,  for  three 
years.  In  1869  Mr.  Morgan  retired  from  this 
co-partnership  and  removed  to  Bridgeport,  where 
for  ten  years  or  more  he  was  one  of  the  firm  of 
Birdsey  & Morgan,  dealers  in  dry  goods  and  car- 
pets, and  also  conducting  a large  dressmaking 
establishment.  After  a long  and  prosperous  busi- 
ness career  Mr.  Birdsey  retired  and  Mr.  Morgan 
assumed  the  entire  responsibility,  carrying  on  the 
business  for  one  year  alone,  until  1880,  when  he 
closed  out  and  devoted  all  his  time  and  energy  to 
banking.  During  the  year  1 877  he  was  also  con- 
nected with  Morgan,  Hopson  & Co.,  wholesale 
grocers.  Prior  to  this  experience  he  took  an  ex- 
tended tour  throughout  Great  Britain  and  the 
continent  of  Europe. 

His  ability  as  a man  of  resource  and  as  a 
master  of  finance  soon  attracted  the  people  of 
his  adopted  town,  and  as  they  recognized  his 
strong  character  they  called  on  him  frequently  • 
to  fill  the  high  positions  within  their  gift.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat.  He  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  common  council  of  Bridgeport  in 
1873-74;  is  a member  of  the  board  of  education 
now,  which  position  he  held  in  1877-78;  was 
mayor  of  the  city  1880-84;  was  a member  of  the 
Connecticut  House  of  Representatives  in  1883; 
was  State  Senator  from  the  Fourteenth  district 
in  1885  and  1886,  and  again  in  1893,  when  he 
was  elected  by  1,755  majority,  the  largest  ever 
given  in  the  history  of  the  town.  For  thirteen 
years  he  was  parish  clerk  of  Trinity  Church, 
afterward  junior  and  senior  warden;  for  years 
has  been  president  of  the  Bridgeport  Hospital; 
was  vice-president  of  the  Consolidated  Rolling 
Stock  Company;  was  sinking  fund  commissioner 
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of  the  city;  was  president  of  the  City  National 
Bank  from  1879  to  * 893 ; and  is  president  of  the 
Mechanics  and  Farmers  Savings  Bank,  which 
now  has  assets  of  more  than  two  million  dollars. 
When  appointed  as  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  by  President  Cleveland,  April  1 1,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  United  States  Senate  April  15, 
1893 — a high  tribute  both  to  his  ability  as  a 
financier  and  to  his  unswerving  Democracy — the 
best  wishes  of  the  entire  community  followed 
him  to  his  new  home  in  Washington.  This  high 
office  was  filled  in  a manner  that  reflected  great 
credit  on  the  treasurer,  and  his  fellow  townsmen 
feel  in  him  a pardonable  pride. 

In  this  connection  it  is  with  pleasure  we  add 
the  following  excerpt  from  a newspaper  of  the 
time:  “Probably  the  largest  financial  transaction 
that  ever  took  place  in  the  world,  and  certainly 
the  largest  that  ever  took  place  in  this  country, 
was  the  transfer  yesterday  by  D.  N.  Morgan,  the 
retiring  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  of  $796, 
925,439.17!  to  Ellis  H.  Roberts,  the  new  treas- 
urer, who  gives  a receipt  for  that  amount  of 
money,  bonds  and  other  securities  belonging  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
which  the  treasurer  has  custody.  On  July  1st, 
1897,  the  count  of  money  in  the  United  States 
Treasurer’s  office  was  begun,  and  was  completed 
February  5,  1898,  under  the  direction  of  a com- 
mittee, one  of  whom  was  selected  by  Mr.  Mor- 
gan, another  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  incoming  treas- 
erur,  and  the  third  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  represents  the  interests  of  the 
United  States.  The  coin,  currency,  and  bonds 
representing  the  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six 
million  dollars  was  counted,  and  the  job  lasted 
more  than  seven  months.  It  was  necessary  to 
count  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  million 
silver  dollars  piece  by  piece,  more  than  one  hun- 
dred million  dollars;  the  subsidary  coins,  nickels 
• and  cents  were  then,  every  one,  counted.  There 
was  a shortage  of  $856  in  the  silver,  which  was 
supposedly  stolen  between  1886  and  the  time  of 
this  count  by  helpers  who  assisted  in  the  count 
when  changes  of  treasurer  necessitated  handling 
the  dollars.  Silver  coin  is  put  away  in  heavy 
canvas  bags,  iooo  in  each,  tied  at  the  top  with 
strings  and  sealed.  When  the  porters  were  stor- 
ing it  away  in  the  vaults  it  was  possible,  if  ad- 
roitly done,  for  them  to  substitute  shot  or  lead  of 
an  equal  weight  of  from  one  to  ten  dollars,  when 
a bag  burst  or  string  became  untied.  The  weight 
of  the  silver  in  the  vaults  is  5000  tons.  One 
thief  was  detected  two  years  ago.  It  was  found 
that  he  had  stolen  $38.  He  was  arrested  and 
pleaded  guilty,  made  a pathetic  appeal  for  mercy, 
was  fined  $50  and  given  a short  term  in  prison, 


but  now  it  appears  his  speculations  must  have  been 
more  extensive  than  any  one  suspected,  or  others 
were  implicated  with  him.  Mr.  Morgan,  of 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  the  retiring  treasurer,  made 
the  amount  good  at  once,  and  Congress  refunded 
the  money  to  him  in  August,  1898.”  Among  other 
positions  he  now  holds,  is  that  of  treasurer  of  the 
Union  Surety  and  Guaranty  Company  of  No.  290 
Broadway,  New  York  City,  and  president  of  the 
American  Exhibitors  Agency  Company,  for  the 
Paris  Exposition  of  1900.  Office,  No.  20  Broad 
street,  New  York  City. 

On  June  10,  1868,  Mr.  Morgan  was  united 
by  marriage  with  Miss  Medora  Huganen,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Capt.  William  A.  Judson,  a native 
of  Huntington,  Conn.,  where  he  was  a prominent 
and  influential  man.  Captain  Judson  was  a 
grandson  of  Col.  Agur  Judson,  who  served  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war,  and  he  represented 
his  district  as  senator  and  representative  in  the 
Legislature,  and  also  as  a trying  justice  of  the 
town,  which  office  he  held  for  over  forty  years. 
The  happy  home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has 
been  brightened  by  the  advent  of  two  interesting 
children — a daughter  and  a son — named  respect- 
ively, Mary  Huntington  Morgan  and  William  Jud- 
son Morgan.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Morgan  is  inter- 
ested in  the  Masonic  order,  and  for  two  years 
was  master  of  Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  104,  of 
Bridgeport,  is  also  a member  of  Hamilton  Com- 
mandery,  No.  5,  Knights  Templar,  and  an  Odd 
Fellow.  He  and  his  wife  take  great  pleasure  in 
gathering  their  many  friends  about  them,  and 
they  are  much  interested  in  public  work  that 
tends  toward  the  bettering  of  the  community. 
Wise  in  his  decisions  and  tenacious  of  purpose, 
Mr.  Morgan’s  success  in  any  undertaking  is  well 
assured. 


MON.  NATHANIEL  WHEELER  (de- 

ceased).  To  those  who  knew  the  subject 

of  this  memoir  words  fall  short  of  expressing  the 
full  measure  of  his  noble  manhood,  and  must 
necessarily  fail  to  do  justice  to  his  power  and  in- 
fluence as  a citizen  which  permeated  so  benefi- 
cently and  effectively  the  varied  lines  of  busi- 
ness, social,  political,  educational  and  religious 
activities  of  this  section. 

As  a business  man  Mr.  Wheeler  was  distin- 
guished for  his  organizing  and  administrative 
abilities,  his  energy,  enterprise,  foresight,  good 
judgment  and  fair-dealing — qualities,  which  were 
recognized  not  only  locally,  but  throughout  the 
civilized  world.  All  officers,  clerical  employes 
and  workmen  of  the  great  corporation  of  which 
he  was  for  so  many  years  the  head,  for  the  wel- 
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fare  of  everyone  of  whom  he  was  deeply  solicit- 
ous, were  affected  toward  him  with  a feeling 
stronger  than  mere  respect  or  admiration.  Mr. 
Wheeler’s  life  work  was  most  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  origin  and  development  of  the 
art  of  sewing  by  machinery,  in  which  he  achieved 
a world-wide  reputation,  and  it  may  safely  be  as- 
serted here  that  credit  for  the  progress  made  in 
that  art,  during  his  life,  was  due  to  Nathaniel 
Wheeler  in  a greater  degree  than  to  any  other 
man.  In  recognition  of  his  services  in  this  de- 
partment of  industry,  he  was  decorated  at  the 
World’s  Exposition,  Vienna  (1873),  with  the 
Knight’s  Cross  of  the  Imperial  Order  of  Francis 
Josef,  and  at  the  “Exposition  Universelle,” 
Paris  (1889),  he  was  made  a Chevalier  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor  of  France.  In  public  affairs 
he  always  had  deeply  at  heart  the  best  interests 
of  his  city,  the  state  and  of  the  nation,  as  he 
understood  them,  and  to  those  interests  he  con- 
tributed no  little  thought,  labor  and  money.  He 
was  a philanthropist  of  the  best  sort,  unosten- 
tatious but  beneficent  to  the  last  degree.  A 
multitude  of  the  poor  know  how  great  was  his 
bounty  in  dispensing  charity,  but  he  never  adver- 
tised his  good  deeds.  His  natural  but  unosten- 
tatious dignity  veiled  an  underlying  geniality  in 
companionship,  which  was  revealed  to  his  more 
intimate  acquaintances,  while  all  his  purely  so- 
cial qualities  were  surpassed  by  his  steadfastness 
and  devotion  as  a friend.  The  record  of  his  life 
is  without  a stain,  and  the  world  is  surely  better 
for  his  having  lived. 

Mr.  Wheeler  belonged  to  a well-known  pio- 
neer family,  being  a descendant,  in  the  seventh 
generation,  from  (I.)  Moses  Wheeler,  who  was 
born  in  1589,  and  came  to  America  with  a com- 
pany from  the  County  of  Kent,  England,  probably 
in  1638.  As  early  as  1641  he  was  in  New  Haven, 
where  he  received  an  allotment  of  land  in  1643, 
and  was  settled  in  Stratford  before  1648,  the 
privilege  of  keeping  a ferry  across  the  Housatonic 
at  that  place  being  granted  him  by  the  General 
Court  in  that  year.  He  died  in  Stratford  in 
1689,  aged  too  years. 

II.  Moses  Wheeler,  son  of  Moses  the  pio- 
neer, was  born  July  5,  1651,  and  died  January 
30,  1724-25. 

III.  Samuel  Wheeler,  the  next  in  line  of  de- 
scent to  our  subject,  was  born  February  27, 
1681-82,  and  died  in  1721. 

IV.  Capt.  James  Wheeler,  our  subject’s 
great-grandfather,  was  born  in  1716,  and  died 
at  his  home  in  Derby,  Conn.,  July  9,  1768. 

V.  Deacon  James  Wheeler,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  April  6,  1745,  and  died 
in  Watertown,  Conn.,  May  25,  1819. 


VI.  David  Wheeler,  our  subject’s  father, 
who  was  a carriage  manufacturer  by  occupation, 
was  born  September  6,  1789.  By  his  first  wife, 
Miss  Phoebe  De  Forest,  he  had  two  children, 
Joseph  and  Mary,  and  by  his  second  marriage, 
to  Miss  Sarah  De  Forest  (a  sister  of  his  first 
wife),  he  had  four  children — Nathaniel,  Jane, 
George  and  Belinda. 

VII.  The  late  Nathaniel  Wheeler  was  born 
September  7.  1820.  at  Watertown,  and  as  a lad 
in  his  fathers's  shop  he  learned  the  carriage 
maker’s  trade,  in  which,  while  yet  a minor,  he 
acquired  a high  reputation  for  skill,  ingenuity  and 
good  taste.  Upon  reaching  his  majority  Nathan- 
iel took  his  father’s  carriage  business,  and  for 
some  five  years  conducted  it  successfully  on  his 
own  account.  Thereafter,  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  various  small  metallic  articles 
and,  substituting  machinery  for  hand  labor,  very 
greatly  reduced  the  cost  of  production,  thus  early 
displaying  that  practical  ability  which  marked 
his  subsequent  career.  For  the  better  prosecu- 
tion of  his  business,  he  formed,  in  1848,  a co- 
partnership with  Messrs.  Warren  & Woodruff,  of 
the  same  town,  under  the  firm  name  of  “ War- 
ren, Wheeler  & Woodruff,”  a new  new  factory 
was  built,  and  the  entire  management  of  the  bus- 
iness was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wheeler, 
who  made  it  a thorough  success  from  the  start. 

In  December,  1850,  Mr.  Wheeler’s  attention 
was  attracted  to  the  earliest  form  of  Allen  B. 
Wilson's  sewing  machine,  and  with  a keen  fore- 
sight of  possibilities  he  contracted,  in  behalf  of 
his  own  firm,  to  manufacture  a considerable  num- 
ber of  such  machines.  He  engaged  Mr.  Wilson 
to  superintend  that  branch  of  their  manufacturing 
department,  and  soon  after,  arrangements  were 
completed  to  make  the  manufacture  of  sewing 
machines  a separate  and  distinct  business.  For 
this  purpose  a company  was  formed  by  Messrs. 
Warren,  Wheeler,  Wilson  and  Woodruff,  under 
the  style  of  “Wheeler,  Wilson  & Co..”  Mr. 
Wheeler  having  charge  of  the  mercantile  depart- 
ment, and  Mr.  Wilson  of  the  mechanical.  Mr. 
Wilson  soon  invented  material  improvements  in 
his  machine,  which  were  to  a very  great  extent 
organized  and  put  into  practical  shape  by  Mr. 
Wheeler.  The  introduction  of  that  machine,  the 
original  “Wheeler  & Wilson.”  to  the  public,  the 
placing  of  it  in  factories,  and  the  demonstration 
of  its  adaptibiiity  to  use  in  families,  was  almost 
exclusively  the  work  of  Mr.  Wheeler.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1853,  “The  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufactur- 
ing Company”  was  organized  under  the  general 
law  of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Wheeler  was 
made  general  manager  of  the  company,  and  from 
1855  to  the  time  of  his  death,  he  held  the  office 
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of  president  as  well  as  general  manager.  In  this 
connection  should  be  made  some  mention  of  Mr. 
Wheeler’s  inventive  ability,  which,  in  itself,  af- 
fords a proof  of  his  versatility.  Mostly  as  sole 
inventor,  but  in  some  instances  jointly  with  others, 
he  took  out  patents  for  inventions  in  wood-filling 
compounds,  power-transmitters,  polishing  the 
eyes  of  needles,  refrigerators,  ventilating  railway 
cars,  heating  and  ventilating  buildings,  and  for  a 
multitude  of  devices  having  relation  to  the  con- 
struction of  sewing  machines. 

In  1856  the  works  of  the  Wheeler  & Wilson 
Manufacturing  Company  were  removed  from 
Watertown  to  Bridgeport,  and  from  that  time 
forth  Mr.  Wheeler  was  a resident  of  the  latter 
city,  to  the  best  interests  of  which  he  was  zeal- 
ously devoted.  His  intelligence  and  activity 
contributed  largely  to  the  success  of  many  im- 
portant enterprises.  He  was  one  of  the  cor- 
porators and  a trustee  of  the  Peoples  Sav- 
ings Bank;  a director  in  the  Bridgeport  City 
Bank,  the  Bridgeport  Hydraulic  Company,  the 
Bridgeport  Horse  Railroad  Company,  the 
-Fairfield  Rubber  Company,  the  Willimantic 
Linen  Company,  and  the  New  York,  New  Ha- 
ven & Hartford  Railroad  Company;  one  of  the 
founders  and  the  first  president  of  the  Seaside 
Club,  and  always  an  active  member  of  the 
Bridgeport  Board  of  Trade;  a member  of  the 
Bridgeport  board  of  education  from  its  establish- 
menl  until  shortly  before  his  death,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  building  committees  of  the  Bridgeport 
high  school  and  the  Fairfield  county  court  house; 
while  he  was  also  the  directing  commissioner  in 
the  laying  out  and  completion  of  Seaside  Park, 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  chief  donors.  He 
was  chiefly -instrumental  in  putting  Mountain 
Grove  cemetery  into  its  present  creditable  form, 
and  St.  John’s  church  received  from  him  its 
most  munificent  donations.  He  was  a member 
and  a liberal  supporter  of  the  Fairfield  County 
Historical  Society,  and  the  Bridgeport  Scientific 
Society.  Nor  was  his  interest  confined  to  local 
affairs,  and  he  was  the  most  active  member  of 
the  commission  for  the  building  of  the  State 
Capitol  at  Hartford,  a magnificent  structure, 
which  is  especially  notable  for  the  fact  that  it 
was  completed  without  a stain  of  jobbery  and 
within  the  appropriation.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  He  served  a number  of  years  in  the 
common  council  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport;  from 
1866  to  1872,  inclusive,  he  represented  Bridge- 
port in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  in 
1873-74,  he  served  with  distinction  as  State  sena- 
tor. It  should  be  added  that  he  repeatedly  de- 
clined higher  political  honors  than  he  ever  con- 
sented to  accept. 


Mr.  Wheeler  was  blessed  with  robust  health 
until  early  in  the  autumn  of  1893,  when  it  began 
to  fail,  and  after  a painful  illness  he  closed  a life 
of  intense  activity  and  widespread  usefulness,  on 
the  last  day  of  that  year. 

In  1842  Mr.  Wheeler  took  to  wife  Huldah 
Bradley,  of  Watertown,  who  died  in  1857.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  four  children:  Martha, 
born  August  24,  1843,  died  February  19,  1857. 
Samuel  H.,  born  September  16,  1845,  was  for 
many  years  the  head  of  the  Wheeler  & Wilson 
Manufacturing  Company’s  house  in  Chicago,  and 
is  now  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Bridge- 
port, having  been  elected  president  of  the  Whee- 
ler & Wilson  Manufacturing  Company  soon  after 
the  death  of  his  father;  Ellen  B. , born  June  19, 
1848,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Harral,  of  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  and  Anna  B.,  born  September  6,  1851, 
died  January  26,  1852.  On  August  3,  1858,  Mr. 
Wheeler  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Crissy,  of  New 
Canaan,  who  survives  him.  By  this  marriage 
there  were  four  sons:  Harry  De  Forest,  born 
April  6,  1863,  died  July  10,  1881;  Archer  Crissy 
and  William  Bishop  (twins);  born  September  14, 
1864,  reside  in  Bridgeport;  and  Arthur  Penoyer, 
born  October  20,  1875,  died  July  1 3,  1877.  The 
beautiful  residence  on  Golden  Hill,  in  which  Mr. 
Wheeler  lived  for  so  many  years,  and  where  he 
breathed  his  last,  is  now  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Wheeler  and  her  sons.  The  artistic  taste  of  Mr. 
Wheeler  is  displayed  in  the  interior  appointments 
of  the  spacious  dwelling,  and  in  the  treatment  of 
the  surrounding  grounds.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
homestead  may  long  remain  as  it  now  is — an 
ornament  to  the  city  he  loved  so  well. 


HAUNCEY  AYRES.  M.  D.,  of  Stamford, 
Fairfield  county,  at  this  writing  nearing  his 
ninetieth  birthday,  is  honored  by  the  distinction 
rarely  given  to  any  man — that  of  being  the  oldest 
living  physician  of  the  State  in  which  he  resides, 
and  the  oldest  living  graduate  of  so  celebrated 
an  institution  of  learning  as  Yale  College. 

Himself  a conspicuous  character  in  New  Eng- 
land through  several  generations,  he  has  decend- 
ed  from  ancestry  that  were  prominent  in  the  days 
of  the  Revolution,  and  from  his  have  come  pos- 
terity that  have  honored  the  name  in  high  posi- 
tions. The  original  spelling  of  Ayres  was  Ayr, 
Ayres  being  derived  from  the  name  of  Ayr,  a 
small  river  in  Scotland  that  runs  westerly  and 
empties  into  the  sea  at  the  town  of  Ayr.  There 
were  three  brothers  from  England  that  settled  in 
this  country  some  time  before  the  Revolutionary 
war,  bearing  the  family  name  of  Ayres.  One  of 
the  brothers  settled  in  Massachusetts,  another  in 
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Connecticut,  and  the  remaining  brother  in  New 
Jersey.  Doctor  Ayres,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
is  a descendant  of  the  brother  that  settled  in 
Connecticut. 

Dr.  Chauncey  Ayres  was  born  August  14, 
1808,  in  the  town  of  New  Canaan,  Fairfield 
county.  He  was  prepared  for  college  at  the 
New  Canaan  Academy;  then  went  to  Yale  Col- 
lege, and  was  graduated  from  the  medical  de- 
partment in  1831.  His  first  practice  was  at 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  and  from  there  he  went  to 
New  York  City.  He  was  one  of  the  surgeons  in 
the  New  York  Cholera  Hospital  in  1832.  Fol- 
lowing this  for  a period,  he  was  the  surgeon  of 
the  United  States  Coast  Survey.  Sixty-four 
years  ago  he  settled  permanently  at  Stamford, 
Conn.,  and  through  all  that  period  his  name  has 
been  a household  word.  He  has  known  every- 
body that  has  coine  to  and  gone  from  the  hamlet 
and  city  during  that  long  span  of  years,  and 
everybody  has  known  him.  None  to-day  are 
better  known,  more  favorably  known,  and  more 
generally  respected  than  the  venerable  Doctor. 
He  has  held  the  confidence  of  the  profession  and 
of  the  community  for  sixty  odd  years,  during 
which  period  he  has  filled  various  positions  of 
honor  and  trust.  Back  in  the  days  of  Stamford 
as  a hamlet  and  borough,  he  was  its  clerk  and, 
later,  for  three  years,  was  its  warden.  He  has 
figured  conspicuously  in  the  State,  County  and 
City  Medical  Societies.  In  1831  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Deborah  Ann  Percival,  a daughter  of  Dr. 
Warren  Percival,  of  Darien,  and  to  the  union 
came  a son,  Samuel  L.  P.  (a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  farther  on),  and  three  daughters,  two  of 
•whom  — Augusta  (Mrs.  William  Wilson)  and 
Annie  D.  (Mrs.  Frank  Povie) — are  still  living. 
Doctor  Ayres'  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Julia  A. 
Simpson,  widow  of  Montrose  Simpson,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  and  to  this  union  were  born  three 
children,  namely:  Chauncey  Edward,  Charles 
Gordon,  and  Elizabeth  W.,  all  deceased,  except 
Elizabeth  W. , who  resides  with  her  aged  father. 
Doctor  Ayres’ second  wife  died  April  20,  1897. 

Chief  Engineer  Samuel  L.  P.  Ayres  was  born 
July  29,  1835,  at  Stamford.  He  was  given  a 
liberal  education,  and  on  July  21,  1858,  was  ap- 
pointed from  his  native  State  to  the  position  of 
third  assistant  engineer  in  the  United  States 
navy.  In  1858-60,  he  served  on  the  frigate 
“Roanoke,”  flagship  of  the  Home  squadron;  in 
1861,  on  the  “Michigan,”  in  the  lake  service;  in 
1861-63  on  the  “ Pensacola,”  in  the  West  Gulf 
squadron;  1863-65,  on  the  “ Nipsic,”  in  the 
South  Atlantic  squadron;  1865-67,  on  the  ‘•Ju- 
niata," Brazil  station;  1870-73,  on  the  “Shen- 
andoah,” European  station;  1876,  on  the 


“ Brooklyn,”  in  the  North  Atlantic  squadronJ 
1876-79,  on  the  “Alliance,”  European  station; 
1885-89,  on  the  flagship  “Brooklyn,”  as  fleet 
engineer  of  the  Asiatic  squadron.  His  land  ser- 
vice in  1860-61  was  confined  at  the  navy  yard. 
New  York;  1867-70,  duty  at  the  Portsmouth  (N- 
H.)  navy  yard;  1873-74,  was  inspector  of  ma- 
chinery of  the  Norfolk  (Va.)  navy  yard;  1885 
was  inspector  of  machinery  at  Chester,  Penn. ; 
1891-95.  was  chief  engineer  of  the  New  York 
navy  yard.  Chief  engineer  Ayres  has  served  as 
a member  of  the  Naval  Engineering  Examining 
Board  during  the  following  years:  1874-76, 

1880-84,  1889-91,  and  1895-97.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  the  trials  of 
the  cruisers  “Baltimore,”  “ Philadelphia”  and 
“Newark,”  and  the  battleship  “Maine.”  He 
was  promoted  to  second  engineer  January  17, 
1861;  to  first  assistant  engineer  April  25,  1863; 
to  chief  engineer  March  21,  1870;  to  relative 
rank  of  commander  June  30.  1887;  and  to  rela- 
tive rank  of  captain  July  13,  1894.  Chief  En- 
gineer Ayres  is  a member  of  the  American 
Society  of  Naval  Architects,  and  of  the  military 
order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States. 
He  retired  from  the  service  on  July  29,  1897. 
Chief  Engineer  Ayres  married  Miss  Almira 
Stonacher,  and  the  union  was  blessed  with  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Percival  C.,  Samuel,  and  Car- 

rie (Mrs.  Ellis  Jackson). 


CHARLES  D.  CURTIS  (deceased)  was  for 
many  years  a prominent  resident  of  Strat- 
ford, and  by  his  upright  life  and  character  he 
maintained  the  high  standard  of  citizenship 
which  has  been  associated  with  the  family  name 
from  pioneer  times.  He  was  born  in  Stratford 
in  1 806,  and  was  of  the  seventh  generation  in 
descent  from  Elizabeth  Curtis,  a widow,  who 
came  to  Stratford  at  an  early  day  with  her  two 
sons,  John  and  William. 

II.  William  Curtis  married  and  had  a large 
family,  among  whom  was  a son  Josiah. 

III.  Josiah  Curtis  (1)  was  born  August  30, 
1662,  and  died  in  1745. 

IV.  Josiah  Curtis  (2),  son  of  Josiah  (1),  was 
born  in  Stratford,  January  6,  ! 702  or  3. 

V.  Abner  Curtis,  son  of  Josiah  (2),  was 
born  in  Stratford.  October  11,  1732.  He  mar- 
ried a Miss  Selby,  probably  daughter  of  Thomas 
Selby,  and  had  several  children,  among  whom 
was  a son  Isaac  Judson. 

VI.  Isaac  Judson  Curtis,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  born  in  Stratford  April  12,  1767, 
and  was  baptized  in  June  of  the  same  year.  He 
died  July  17,  1845,  and  his  wife,  Charity 
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Booth  (daughter  of  Abel  Booth,  son  of  Zacha- 
riah,  son  of  Joseph,  son  of  Richard  Booth),  to 
whom  he  was  married  January  i,  1791,  died 
December  16,  1846.  They  had  eleven  children, 
whose  names,  with  dates  of  birth  and  death  are 
here  given:  (1)  Polly,  April  13,  1792,  died  Jan- 

uary 15,  1817,  married  Joel  Jones;  (2)  Cathe- 
rine, born  August  7,  1794,  died  June  17,  1855, 
married  Marcus  Curtis;  (3)  Dillissenea  S.,  June 
10,  1796,  died  June  14,  1817;  (4)  Harriet, 
November  30,  1799,  died  February  28,  1856, 
married  Samuel  Barnum,  of  Danbury;  (5)  Re- 
becca, December  14,  1801.  died  November  27, 
1835,  married  Lewis  Beers;  (6)  Isaac,  January 
6,  1803,  died  June  2,  1862,  married  Sarah  L. 
Beers,  became  a farmer,  owning  a large  tract  of 
land;  (7)  Charity,  May  2,  1805,  died  August  19, 
1805;  (8)  Charles  D.,  born  July  6,  1806,  died 
April  2,  1888;  (9)  Sidney,  June  23,  1808,  mar- 
ried Christianna  Demarest,  and  settled  in  New 
York,  engaging  in  mercantile  business;  (10) 
Mary  C.,  born  September  25,  1811,  died  August 
20,  1852,  was  married  October  15,  1835,  to 
William  Brooks,  of  Milford,  Conn. ; (11)  Lucius, 
February  22,  1814,  died  October  18,  1848,  be- 
came a carpenter  by  trade,  and  was  married 
March  18,  1839,  to  Fannie  Ufford. 

VII.  The  late  Charles  D.  Curtis  attained  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  during  his 
active  career  as  a contractor  and  builder  he  ac- 
quired a considerable  property,  his  ability  and' 
skill  placing  him  in  the  front  rank  in  his  chosen 
calling.  While  he  was  not  especially  active  in 
politics,  he  took  keen  interest  in  public  questions, 
and  was  a firm  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party. 
He  and  his  family  were  identified  with  the  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Stratford,  in  which  he  held  the 
office  of  vestryman  for  many  years,  and  socially 
he  was  connected  with  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  9, 
F.  & A.  M..  at  Stratford.  On  November  20, 
1830,  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Porter, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Joseph  Porter,  a well-known 
citizen  of  that  town.  She  died  November  27, 
1859;  he  then  married  Julia  A.  Seeley,  a mem- 
ber of  an  old  Stratford  family,  who  died  April 
16,  1892,  leaving  no  children.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage he  had  two  daughters;  Christianna,  who 
died  March  28,  1846,  aged  two  years,  and  Miss 
Alma  C.,  a resident  of  Stratford. 


CsOLONEL  PETER  L.  CUNNINGHAM  was 
'!  born  August  15,  1814,  in  New  York  City, 
and  came  to  Norwalk,  then  called  Old  Well  (now 
South  Norwalk),  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  in  the 
spring  of  1 834.  He  has  always  been  prominently 
identified  with  local  public  affairs,  and  he  took 


an  active  part  in  the  campaign  of  1840.  That 
year  he  was  a leader  in  the  organization  of  a new 
military  company,  the  First  Rifle  Company 
(known  throughout  the  State  as  the  Mohican 
Rifle  Corps),  of  the  Ninth  Regiment,  Fourth  Brig- 
ade, C.  S.  S. , and  he  was  favorably  known  as  its 
commander  for  several  years.  In  1858  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  colonel  on  the  staff  of 
Gov.  William  A.  Buckingham,  and  in  September, 
1861,  he  was  appointed  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
Eighth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  resigning  the  lat- 
ter office,  however,  after  a service  of  four  months, 
and  receiving  an  honorable  discharge.  As  a 
member  of  the  Military  Committee  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  special  session  in  1861,  he  proposed  that 
the  sum  of  three  million  dollars  be  appropriated 
for  the  defense  of  the  Union,  and  the  measure 
was  adopted  by  both  branches  of  the  legislative 
body,  little  supposing  that  before  the  close  of  the 
war  another  three  million  dollars  would  be  re- 
quired from  the  State  of  Connecticut.  As  a fac- 
tor in  the  city  government  Colonel  Cunningham 
was  senior  councilman  of  the  city  of  South  Nor- 
walk for  the  terms  of  1877-78-79,  and  was  mayor 
in  1883-84.  He  has  been  a director  in  the  Cen- 
tral National  Bank  from  its  organization,  has 
been  ar  director  in  the  First  National  Bank  for 
several  years,  and  is  also  a director  in  the  Nor- 
walk Gas  Company. 

Fraternally,  Colonel  Cunningham  is  widely 
known  as  an  active  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  to  which  he  was  admitted 
May  11,  1843,  uniting  with  Our  Brothers  Lodge, 
No.  10.  In  January,  1846,  he  was  elected  Noble 
Grand.  He  is  a charter  member  of  Kalosa  En- 
campment, which  he  joined  September  17,  1845. 
In  1853  and  1854  he  was  elected  Grand  Patri- 
arch of  the  State  of  Connecticut;  in  1854  and 
1855  Grand  Representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  United  States,  held  at  Baltimore,  Md. ; in 
1869  and  1870  Grand  Master  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut;  and  in  1870  and  1871  Grand  Rep- 
resentative to  the  United  States  Grand  Lodge 
held  at  Chicago  and  Baltimore.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  membership  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
April  29,  1847,  joining  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  6, 
Norwalk,  Conn.,  became  a member  of  Clinton 
Commandery,  Norwalk,  on  February  n,  1853. 
and  is  also  a Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a Knight 
Templar.  [Since  the  above  was  written,  Col. 
P.  L.  Cunningham  died  suddenly  April  22,  1899, 
at  the  Norwalk  Hospital,  where  he  had  gone  to 
view  the  building  then  in  course  of  completion. 
He  was  seen  to  fall  while  going  down  a decline 
back  of  the  hospital,  and  lived  only  a short  time 
after  being  picked  up.  It  is  believed  he  was 
stricken  with  apoplexy.} 
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HANFORD  LYON  (deceased).  Few  men, 
indeed,  held  so  large  a place  in  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  Bridgeport  in  his  day  as  did 
the  late  Hanford  Lyon,  who  passed  away  at  his 
home  on  Golden  Hill,  December  21 , 1879,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years  and  six 
months.  He  was  one  of  the  city’s  oldest  and 
most  distinguished  citizens. 

The  name  of  Lyon  has  been  associated  with 
Fairfield  county  from  Colonial  times.  One  Rich- 
ard Lyon,  says  the  “History  of  Fairfield 
County.”  by  Elizabeth  Schenck,  published  in 
1889,  was  at  Fairfield  as  early  as  1649,  that  he 
was  made  a freeman  in  1664,  and  that  in  his 
will,  April  12,  1678,  he  mentions  his  wife  Mar- 
garet and  the  following  children:  Moses,  Rich- 

ard. William,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Hesta  (wife  of 
Nathaniel  Perry),  Betty,  Hannah  and  Abigail. 
The  same  authority  says  the  family  settled  at 
Pequonnock,  Greenfield,  Greens  Farms,  and 
Westport,  and  that  Thomas  Lyon  (probably  a 
brother  of  Richard  (t)  ) bought  property  in 
Fairfield  in  1654,  which  he  sold  in  1675,  and  re- 
moved from  Fairfield  to  Greenwich.  His  will  is 
dated  December  6,  1689.  He  was  a large 

landholder  both  in  Fairfield  and  Greenwich.  In 
his  will  he  mentions  his  wife  Mary,  and  children: 
John,  Thomas,  Samuel,  Joseph.  Mary,  Abigail, 
Elizabeth,  Debora  and  Sarah.  Hurd,  in  his 
“History  of  Fairfield  County, "published in  1881, 
says  the  first  settlements  of  the  town  of  Easton 
were  made  in  about  1757  by  inhabitants  of 
Fairfield,  giving  among  the  early  settlers — 
Stephen,  Daniel,  Abram,  Thomas,  Josiah  and 
Nehemiah  Lyon,  who  died  in  i860,  in  his  101st 
year. 

Hanford  Lyon  was  the  son  of  Nehemiah  Webb 
and  Sarah  (Treadwell)  Lyon,  and  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Easton,  Fairfield  county,  in  1795. 
His  parents  lived  and  died  in  Easton.  His 
father  and  family  were  noted  for  longevity, 
Nathaniel  Webb  Lyon  having  lived  to  be  nearly 
one  hundred  and  one  years  old.  The  family  cel- 
ebrated his  one  hundredth  birthday  with  a pic- 
nic, in  which  many  of  the  descendants  partici- 
pated. Nathaniel  Webb  Lyon  was  a soldier  of 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  His  sons  were: 
David  flived  to  be  ninety-six  years  of  age)  Sam- 
uel (lived  to  be  ninety-threa),  Levi  (lived  to  be 
ninety),  Hanford  (lived  to  be  eighty-four),  Walker 
(lived  to  be  eighty-one),  and  Jarvis  (lived  to  be 
fifty-six).  The  daughters  were:  Huldah,  Sarah 

and  Clara. 

The  early  years  of  Hanford  Lyon  were  spent 
on  the  farm.  His  educational  advantage^  were 
only  such  as  the  common  district  school  afforded. 
At  the  proper  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  late 


Elijah  Sanford  in  Danbury  to  learn  the  saddler’s 
trade.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  having  learned 
the  trade  to  his  satisfaction,  he  proposed  to  his 
employers  to  purchase  the  remaining  time  of  his 
merit,  which  he  did  for  the  sum  of  $100.  He 
immediately  went  to  Bridgeport  and  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  saddlery  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  State  streets,  up  stairs  over  the  old 
Hamilton  drug  store.  He  was  afterward  in  the 
employ  of  Smith  & Wright  for  a time.  From 
this  time  up  to  1843,  Mr.  Lyon  was  thoroughly 
identified  with  the  saddlery  business,  and  in  it 
he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  large  estate.  His 
history  for  this  period  is  largely  the  history  of 
one  of  the  leading  manufacturing  industries  of 
the  country,  and  which  for  the  time  and  much 
longer  occupied  the  place  in  its  relations  to 
Bridgeport  which  another  prominent  industry 
afterward  assumed.  At  that  period  the  northern 
and  middle  States  afforded  a market  for  riding 
saddles  and  bridles,  every  well-to-do  family  re- 
quiring one  or  more  each — ladies’  and  gentle- 
men’s out-fits.  Light  carriages  had  not  then 
been  introduced,  and  the  roads  were  not  propi- 
tious. The  country  had  just  emerged  from  the 
war  of  1812-15,  and  soon  entered  upon  a per- 
iod of  great  prosperity.  A very  profitable  trade 
with  the  South  developed.  The  great  Southern 
staple,  cotton,  was  brought  into  existence.  It 
was  raised  cheaply  and  extensively,  and  made 
money  plenty  there.  Merchants  and  dealers 
could  hardly  put  price  enough  on  their  goods 
and  wares.  This  made  a very  inviting  field,  and 
it  soon  began  to  be  occupied.  The  usual  method 
was  to  fit  out  single  expeditions,  vessels  were 
loaded  with  assorted  cargoes,  and  made  one  or 
more  trips  during  the  cooler  months  of  the  year, 
the  captain  or  supercargo  acting  as  the  merchant, 
and  returning  in  ballast  or  loaded  with  cotton, 
ship  stores  and  other  products  of  the  section. 
In  such  expeditions  saddlery  was  found  to  be  a 
very  saleable  and  profitable  commodity,  and  led 
to  the  establishment  of  small  stocks  at  several 
points. 

Mr.  Lyon  was  soon  joined  by  the  Messrs.  Fair- 
child,  of  Trumbull,  who  in  addition  to  their  paper 
manufacture  were  also  manufacturers  of  saddle- 
trees. Under  this  arrangement  the  business  was 
removed  from  Main  street  to  Water  street,  near 
the  foot  of  Wall  street,  and  afterward  to  the  old 
saddle  factory  near  the  bridge.  The  firm  was 
Fairchild,  Lyon  & Co.  This  firm  established  a 
house  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  of  which  the  late 
Lemuel  Coleman,  of  Bridgeport,  was  the  head, 
and  met  a stiff  om>osition  from  the  firm  of  Smith 
& Wright,  who  preceded  them  both  as  manu- 
facturers in  Bridgeport  and  in  the  Charleston 
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market.  Mr.  Lyon  had  a fund  of  incidents, 
trials  and  petty  annoyances  from  this  service, 
with  which  he  would  sometimes  favor  the  juniors, 
his  successors  in  the  business,  but  in  which  his 
patience  and  tact  generally  brought  him  out  all 
right,  and  sometimes  signally  the  winner.  De- 
spite the  opposition,  business  prospered,  and 
Mr.  Lyon  made  and  sustained  a firm  position. 
After  a time  both  firms  tired  of  their  strife  and  a 
better  understanding  prevailed,  which  resulted  in 
the  removal  of  Smith  & Wright  to  Newark,  N. 
J.,  as  their  place  of  manufacture,  and  an  amic- 
able division  of  the  markets,  the  Newark  house 
taking  Augusta,  Ga.,  and  Mobile,  Ala.,  and 
afterward  New  Orleans,  while  the  Bridgeport 
house  confined  itself  to  the  older  and  leading 
Charleston  market.  In  this  arrangement  the 
Fairchilds  retired,  and  Mr.  Wright  retained  a 
nominal  interest  in  Bridgeport,  making  the  firm 
name  Lyon,  Wright  & Co.,  and  bringing  in  the 
late  Hon.  H.  K.  Harral  as  the  leading  business 
man  of  the  firm  in  Charleston.  This  firm  en- 
joyed uninterrupted  prosperity  for  a series  of 
years,  Mr.  Lyon  all  the  time  standing  at  his  post 
and  attending  most  assiduously  to  the  minutest 
details  of  a large  and  prosperous  business. 

About  the  year  1834  P.  C.  Calhoun  (after- 
ward president  of  the  Fourth  National  Bank  of 
New  York),  who  was  first  an  apprentice  at  the 
factory  in  Bridgeport,  and  then  an  assistant  in 
the  Charleston  house,  became  connected  with 
the  factory,  and  by  degrees  relieved  Mr.  Lyon 
of  much  of  the  details  of  its  management.  In 
1838  the  firm  became  Lyon,  Calhoun  & Co. 
The  years  1837-38  were  memorable  for  a panic 
and  disaster,  which  seriously  interrupted  the 
business,  in  common  with  all  others,  and  al- 
though there  was  a partial  recovery  in  1841-42, 
yet  the  outlook  was  not  encouraging,  the  old 
markets  were  not  as  remunerative  as  formerly, 
and  a curtailment  seemed  to  be  in  order.  Mr. 
Harral  had  become  tired  of  the  wear  and  tear  of 
the  details  in  the  business  of  the  South,  and  pro- 
posed to  purchase  the  interest  of  Mr.  Lyon, 
which  he  did,  it  taking  effect  in  June,  1843. 
Mr.  Lyon  almost,  if  not  quite,  reluctantly  left 
the  business  in  which  he  had  grown  up  and  been 
largely  instrumental -in  making  a splendid  suc- 
cess, in  which  he  had  educated  scores  and  even 
hundreds  of  young  men,  and  in  which  he  felt  an 
honest  pride.  He  had  the  satisfaction,  however, 
of  retiring  with  more  than  a competency  in  the 
prime  of  life,  with  health  unimpaired,  and  a repu- 
tation for  business  integrity  and  capacity  of  the 
highest  order.  With  such  a foundation,  by  pru- 
dent and  sagacious  management  of  his  estate,  he 
had  long  since  become,  and  afterward  continued 


to  be.  the  largest  individual  taxpayer  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Self-educated  and  thoroughly  furnished  with 
a large  and  active  business  experience,  with  a 
capacity  equal  to  almost  any  position,  Mr.  Lyon 
was  yet  modest  and  unassuming,  and  did  not 
seem  to  desire  public  office  or  political  distinc- 
tion of  any  kind.  He  belonged  to  the  old  Whig 
party  in  its  day,  and  was  a stanch  Union  man 
and  a Republican,  but  was  content  to  remain  in 
the  ranks.  He  was  a member  of  the  common 
council  of  Bridgeport,  in  the  year  1837,  1842, 
1843,  1844.  1845,  1856  and  1858,  a part  of  the 
time  as  alderman.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
director  in  the  Connecticut  National  Bank.  He 
participated  in  the  reconstruction  of  the  old 
Bridgeport  Bank  after  the  disaster  of  1837-38, 
and  was  president  of  that  institution  for  a short 
period,  when  he  voluntarily  retired,  remaining, 
however,  as  a director  until  his  presence  and 
influence  was  more  needed  in  the  Pequonnock 
Bank,  of  which  he  remained  a director  until  his 
death.  He  participated  in  the  re-organization 
of  the  City  Savings  Bank  in  1859,  and  was  its 
first  and  only  president  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  one  of  the  original  corporators 
of  the  Bridgeport  Gas  Light  Company,  in  1849, 
a director  until  1854,  when  he  was  appointed 
president  in  place  of  H.  K.  Harral  (deceased), 
and  held  that  office  until  1868,  when  he  gave 
place  to  Hon.  Amos  S.  Treat,  but  remained  a 
director  until  his  death.  He  was  also  a life 
director  of  the  Bridgeport  Library  Association. 

Mr.  Lyon  appreciated  talent  and  enterprise 
in  young  men,  and  rendered  valuable  pecuniary 
assistance  to  quite  a number,  first  when  needed 
to  give  them  a start  on  the  road  to  a prosperous 
career.  He  early  began  an  investment  in  real 
estate,  and  was  one  of  the  city’s  heaviest  holders. 
He  donated  the  sight  of  the  railroad  depot  for 
that  purpose,  and  erected  that  fine  building 
known  as  the  “Atlantic  Hotel"  about  1863-64, 
which  was  afterward  enlarged,  becoming  one  of 
the  large  and  thoroughly  appointed  hotels  of  the 
country.  Mr.  Lyon’s  first  residence  was  in  what 
was  known  as  Woolsey  Place,  on  Main  street, 
north  of  the  old  Bridgeport  National  Bank. 
Later  he  bought  from  Alanson  Hamlin  the  old 
home  of  Elijah  Waterman,  on  Golden  Hill, 
which  he  occupied  for  almost  half  a century.  He 
was  a member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Society  from  his  early  manhood,  and  for  many 
years  was  one  of  its  most  liberal  supporters. 
In  church  building  and  other  extraordinary  oc- 
casions he  was  always  foremost  and  cheerful  in 
his  contributions.  He  united  with  the  Church 
in  1858,  and  by  his  constant  attendance  on  the 
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Sabbath,  and  at  the  weekly  gatherings,  was  an 
example  to  others  and  a valued  helper  of  his 
pastor  and  brethren.  No  one  has  been  more 
missed  from  his  accustomed  seat  in  the  sanctuary. 

Mr.  Lyon  was  married  (first)  to  Miss  Hettie 
Ann  Thompson,  of  Stratford,  and  (second)  to 
Annie  Mackey  Frye,  daughter  of  Daniel  M.  and 
Ann  (Butler)  Frye,  of  New  York  City.  The 
children  by  the  first  marriage  were:  Frederick 

H.  (referred  to  farther  on);  Sarah  J.,  who  mar- 
ried Judge  Edward  I.  Sanford,  of  New  Haven; 
William  T.,  unmarried,  who  was  a druggist  at 
Bridgeport,  then  for  twenty-five  years  or  more 
was  a resident  of  California;  Josephine,  widow 
of  Henry  T.  Shelton,  who  was  a business  man  of 
Bridgeport,  and  died  in  1889  (of  their  two  chil- 
dren, Harry  is  an  attorney  in  Bridgeport,  and 
Frederick  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  months);  and 
Adelaide,  unmarried,  who  resides  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn.  The  children  bom  to  the  second  mar- 
riage were:  Edward  (now  deceased)  formerly  a 
grocer  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  married  Jessie, 
daughter  of  Dr.  D.  H.  Porter;  Frank  C.,  for- 
merly engaged  in  business  in  New  York,  but  now 
living  in  Bridgeport  (he  married  Ida  Mitchell,  of 
Brooklyn,  N,  Y.);  Charles  G.  (married)  is  a res- 
ident of  New  York;  and  Alice  C. , wife  of 
Thomas  L.  Watson,  of  Bridgeport. 

Frederick  H.  Lyon,  the  eldest  son  of  Han- 
ford Lyon,  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  where  he 
received  his  elementary  education.  Here  he  be- 
gan his  business  career,  which  has  been  passed 
amid  the  scenes  of  his  childhood.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  tTie  hardware  firm 
of  Halcomb  & Lyon,  one  of  the  leading  business 
concerns  of  Park  City.  Of  late  years  he  has 
lived  in  retirement  from  active  business.  He  is 
one  of  the  substantial  business  men  of  Bridge- 
port, and  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
but,  like  his  father,  has  never  aspired  to  political 
honors. 

In  December,  1849,  Mr  Lyon  was  married 
to  Bessie  A.,  daughter  of  Abijah  Hawley,  a mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  fam- 
ilies of  Bridgeport  and  New  England,  mention 
of  which  is  made  elsewhere.  To  this  marriage 
have  been  born  children  as  follows:  Hanford  is 

deceased;  Julia  is  now  Mrs.  N.  Wilson,  of 
Bridgeport;  Henry  M.  is  deceased;  Josephine; 
William  K. : and  Helen  C.  is  now  the  widow  of 
Charles  D.  Mills,  of  Bridgeport. 


TyTfAJOR  PHILO  C.  MERWIN.  While  the 
Hindoo  in  his  knowledge  and  his  reason- 
ing in  occult  science  may  lay  claim  through  his 


preceding  existences  to  a memory  that  extends 
back  thousands  of  years  over  a past  fraught  with 
deeds  of  barbaric  splendor  and  daring,  or  in  the 
calm  and  peace  of  a series  of  lives  spent  in  the 
contemplation  of  things  divine,  we,  more  active 
races  of  the  colder  Northland,  bow  in  reverence 
before  the  man  whose  actual  existence  has  far 
passed  the  allotted  three-score  and  ten  years; 
who  has  lived  through  the  stirring  epochs  in  the 
history  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  can 
proudly  say,  like  iEneas  of  old — “a  great  part 
of  which  1 was.”  Such  a man  is  the  venerable 
Philo  C.  Merwin,  who  was  born  September  29, 
1809,  on  the  place  where  be  now  resides. 

Samuel  Merwin,  his  grandfather,  was  of  the 
sturdy  Scotch  race,  and  was  born  on  the  eastern 
shores  of  the  broad  Atlantic.  In  the  early  days 
of  the  eighteenth  century  he  came  to  the  New 
World,  and  locating  on  a farm  in  Brookfield,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.,  passed  the  rest  of  his  life  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  acquiring  a large  amount 
of  property.  His  wife  was  a native  of  Wales, 
and  in  their  family  were  the  following  children: 
Samuel,  Isaac,  Nathan,  Andrew,  Levi  and  Philo. 
Of  these,  Nathan  and  Andrew  were  among  those 
patriots  who  shouldered  the  musket,  and  endured 
the  hardships  of  the  soldier’s  life  in  the  war  that 
freed  the  Colonies  from  English  oppression. 
The  entire  family  were  faithful  adherents  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Philo  Merwin  was  born  in  the  town  of  Brook- 
field, and  there  received  his  education.  The  art 
of  healing  proving  a fascination  to  him,  he  at  an 
early  age  began  to  read  medicine  with  Dr.  Wood, 
and  for  thirty  years  he  was  one  of  the  foremost 
physicians  in  the  county.  After  so  long  a faith- 
ful service  in  ministering  to  all  ills  the. flesh  is 
heir  to.  he  attempted  to  retire  from  active  prac- 
tice, but  until  the  day  of  his  death  in  1848, 
when  he  had  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-three  years  and  seven  months,  his  services 
were  in  almost  constant  requisition  among  his  old 
friends  and  relatives.  He  was  married  Novem- 
ber 27,  1796  (when  thirty  years  old),  to  Miss 
Polly  Starr,  daughter  of  Elijah  Starr,  and  to 
them  were  born  six  children:  Samuel,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-five;  Minerva  (deceased), 
who  was  twice  married,  (first)  to  Isaac  T. 
Wise,  and  after  his  death  she  wedded  George 
Treadway;  Laura  (deceased),  who  became  the 
wife  of  Sherman  Smith;  Philo  C.,  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch;  Caroline  (deceased),  who 
married  Ralph  B.  Peck;  and  Polly,  deceased, 
who  became  Mrs.  John  S.  Graves.  The  mother  of 
this  family  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
ten  months  and  ten  days.  In  his  early  life  Mr. 
Merwin  inclined  to  the  faith  of  his  fathers,  and 
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attended  the  Congregational  Church,  but  in  later 
life  he  turned  to  the  mother  Church,  and  became 
a communicant  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat. 

Major  Philo  C.  Merwin  received  his  earlier 
education  in  the  district  school  of  Brookfield, 
later  attending  a private  school.  He  attained  his 
business  education  in  that  best  of  all  commercial- 
training  schools — the  arena  of  actual  business. 
He  clerked  for  some  time,  and  then  built  a groc- 
ery store  at  Bridgeport,  where  he  continued  in 
business  nntil  1837.  In  1839,  being  impelled  by 
the  ambition  for  the  larger  profits  of  the  West, 
he  took  a stock  of  good  to  Galveston  and  Hous- 
ton, Texas,  but  a year  later  he  returned  to  the 
older  civilization  of  New  England,  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  his  native  town.  His  life  has 
been  a busy  one;  for  some  time  he  traveled  in  the 
South  with  Turner,  Bailey  & Co.’s  Circus,  of 
which  he  was  a partner;  he  bought  the  right  of 
way  on  the  Boston,  Hartford  & Erie  R.  R.  from 
Waterbury  to  the  New  York  State  line.  His 
legal  business  has  been  extensive.  In  1850  Mr. 
Merwin  was  united  in  marriage  with  Julia  A. 
Shepherd,  a native  of  Bethel,  and  daughter  of 
Oliver  Shepherd.  To  bless  this  union  there  came 
two  children:  Florida  S.,  who  is  the  wife  of 

Barzillai  Kellogg,  of  New  Fairfield;  and  ' Julia 
B.,  who  is  unmarried  and  living  at  home. 

In  politics  Major  Merwin  has  always  been  a 
Democrat,  and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
party  work  all  his  life.  From  1841  up  to  the 
time  he  was  seventy  years  old,  he  was  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  town;  in  1863  and  ’64  he  served  as 
a member  of  the  Legislature,  and  as  such  left  a 
lasting  record  in  the  House  as  an  able,  conscien- 
tious official.  For  many  years  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  State  Militia,  and  was  appointed, 
by  Governor  Tomlinson,  major  in  the  Connecti- 
cut militia.  He  was  a member  of  the  New  Hav- 
en Grays  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  In  spite  of  his 
advanced  years  Major  Merwin  still  stands  among 
the  foremost  men  of  Brookfield,  quick  of  mind, 
alert  and  watchful,  he  has  maintained  an  honor- 
able place  in  the  history  of  Connecticut  for  many 
years,  and  now,  with  his  race  so  nearly  run,  finds 
himself  able  to  say  “ It  is  finished.” 


WINFIELD  SCOTT  MOODY.  The  value 

of  an  upright  character  is  not  to  be  set 

down  in  words,  but  the  influence  of  such  a per- 
sonality as  was  that  of  Winfield  Scott  Moody,  of 
Norwalk,  is  one  that  the  most  casual  observer 
must  recognize  as  a power  for  good  in  any  com- 
munity. In  a study  of  the  life  and  character  of 
the  late  Mr.  Moody  it  is  clear  that  the  hidden 


springs  of  the  outward  actions  which  made  him 
notable  came  from  the  strength  of  a sturdy  pio- 
neer ancestry,  the  name  of  the  family  having 
been  early  associated  with  ideal  citizenship. 

The  family  originated  in  Wales.  William 
Moody,  the  head  of  the  American  line,  came 
to  this  country  in  1633,  and  in  1635  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Newbury,  Mass.,  in  which 
vicinity  his  descendants  may  still  be  found. 

Josiah  Moody,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  1746.  He  served  in  Col.  John 
Stark’s  regiment  of  New  Hampshire  militia  in 
1775,  and  afterward  in  the  Fifth  Regiment  New 
Hampshire  Continental  Infantry  under  Col.  John 
Waldron.  Coming  to  the  site  of  the  present  vil- 
lage of  Unity,  N.  H.,  he  selected  a place  on  the 
wooded  hills  adjacent,  where  he  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  his  future  home,  and  to  which  he  brought 
his  young  wife.  He  lived  to  see  an  energetic 
community  spring  up  around  him,  and  he  left  his 
son,  Laurin  Moody,  the  inheritor  of  his  acres  and 
the  upholder  of  an  honored  name.  Of  the  five 
children  of  Laurin  Moody  who  grew  to  man- 
hood or  womanhood,  the  subject  of  this  memoir 
was  the  eldest  son. 

Winfield  Scott  Moody  was  born  October  23, 
1815,  at  the  old  homestead  in  New  Hampshire, 
and  received  an  academic  education,  chiefly  in 
his  native  State.  In  1835  he  went  to  New  York 
City  as  a clerk  in  a tea  store,  and  after  two  years’ 
experience  he  established  a business  of  his  own, 
first  leasing,  then  buying  and  rebuilding,  to  meet 
the  requirements#of  a prosperous  trade,  the  busi- 
ness house  which  he  conducted  until  the  spring 
of  1861,  when  he  retired  from  business.  In  1865 
he  moved  with  his  family  to  Norwalk. 

On  the  organization  of  the  Norwalk  Mills 
Company  he  was  induced  to  take  a pecuniary 
and  personal  interest  in  that  corporation-.  He 
served  for  a decade  as  its  president,  and,  by  bis 
sound  judgment  and  knowledge  of  affairs,  he 
did  his  full  share  in  making  it  one  of  the  well- 
established  and  thriving  industries  of  Connecti- 
cut. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a director  in 
the  National  Bank  of  Norwalk,  and  president  of 
the  Fairfield  County  Savings  Bank,  also  ®f  Nor- 
walk. In  politics  he  was  a conservative  sup- 
porter of  Republican  principles.  He  was  deeply 
interested  in  all  that  concerned  his  city  and 
town,  and  served  fifteen  years  as  water  commis- 
sioner. While  never  a candidate  for  office  which 
might  be  considered  a political  reward,  he  did 
efficient  and  conscientious  work  for  the  public 
good.  He  was  a member  of  Grace  Church 
(Episcopal)  Parish,  and  was  an  attendant  at  and 
supporter  of  its  services.  On  August  30,  1 894, 
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peacefully  and  serenely  as  he  had  lived,  he 
passed  to  the  unseen  world  in  the  79th  year  of 
his  age. 

On  October  5,  1854,  Mr.  Moody  was  married 
to  Abby  A.  Perkins,  who  survives  him  with  three 
sons,  Winfield  Scott,  Joseph  Perkins  and  Ralph. 
She  still  occupies  the  beautiful  residence  on  East 
avenue,  Norwalk.  Mrs.  Moody  traces,  as  did 
her  husband,  a direct  lineage  from  the  first  of 
the  family  name  in  New  England.  John  Perkins, 
a fellow  passenger  with  Roger  Williams,  sailed 
from  Bristol,  England,  in  the  ship  “ Lyon  ” 
December  1,  1630,  and  landed  at  Nantasket  on 
February  5,  1631.  The  family  name  is  promi- 
nent in  the  early  annals  of  Massachusetts.  Her 
grandfather,  Jacob  Perkins,  came  from  Topsfield, 
Mass.,  about  the  year  1785,  and  settled  on  a farm 
at  West  Unity,  where  he  brought  up  a family  of 
fourteen  children. 

Her  father,  Hon.  Amos  Perkins,  was  a farmer 
by  occupation.  He  was  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  respected  citizens  of  Sullivan  county, 
taking  active  interest  in  political  affairs  to  the 
very  close  of  his  95  years  of  life.  He  repre- 
sented unity  in  the  State  Legislature  several 
years,  and  held  almost  every  office  in  the  gift  of 
his  fellow  townsmen,  and  also  filled  various  other 
positions  of  trust  and  honor. 


SIMON  WILLARD  OLEY,  M.  D.  The  phy- 
sician occupies  one  of  the  most  responsible, 
as  well  as  confidential,  relations  in  our  social  ex- 
istence. To  him  are  entrusted  our  innermost 
secrets,  as  well  as  the  lives  and  welfare  of  our 
dearest  friends.  To  worthily  and  acceptably  fill 
such  a position  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  tasks 
ever  imposed  upon  man.  Such  a task  we  find 
successfully  assumed  by  Dr.  Simon  W.  Oley,  of 
whom  we  write. 

Dr.  Oley’s  ancestors  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  New  York  State.  His  paternal  great- 
great-grandfather  was  born  in  Germany,  and  emi- 
grating to  this  country  became  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  a son,  Christo- 
pher Oley,  was  born  to  him.  This  son  married 
Sarah  Van  Ant  WerPen,  daughter  of  Maria  Van 
Ant  Wer  Pen,  a Holland  woman,  who  brought 
into  the  family  a Dutch  Bible,  printed  in  Amster- 
dam in  1682.  It  is  stained  with  water  and  shows 
the  effects  of  having  been  underground,  the  Oley 
ancestors  having  buried  it  at  the  time  of  the 
burning  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  during  the  French 
and  Indian  war  in  1690.  This  large  Bible  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Oley.  To  Christopher 
and  Sarah  (Van  Ant  Wer  Pen)  Oley  were  born 
four  children,  viz.:  Sarah  Maria  Oley;  John 


Oley  ; Eleanor  Oley,  who  married  John  Manning, 
father  of  Daniel  Manning,  Cleveland’s  first  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury;  and  Simon  Van  Antwerp 
Oley.  The  last  named  was  born  in  Albany  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1801,  and  died  June  1,  1857,  in  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  whither  he  moved  in  about  1820.  He 
was  an  extensive  boot  and  shoe  manufacturer. 
He  was  a prominent  and  respected  citizen,  and 
was  one  of  the  founders  and  earnest  supporters 
of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  first  two  wardens,  holding  that  office  until 
his  death.  Hemarried,  early  in  the  “twenties,” 
for  his  first  wife.  Rachel  Hunt,  whose  grandfa- 
ther, Stephen  Hunt,  emigrated  from  Holland 
about  1770  and  settled  in  Dutchess  county,  N. 
Y.  His  son,  Stephen  Hunt,  Jr.,  married  Anna 
McDougall,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Mary  (Wes- 
ley) McDougall,  the  former  of  whom  came  from 
Scotland  about  1773;  he  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Mary  Wesley  came  from  England, 
where  she  left  a brother  named  Charles  Wesley, 
from  whom  come  the  names  in  the  family  Charles 
Wesley  Hunt,  Charles  Hunt  Oley  and  Charles 
W.  Oley.  To  Simon  Van  Antwerp  and  Rachel 
(Hunt)  Oley  were  born  five  children,  of  whom 
we  have  the  following  record: 

(1)  Charles  Hunt  Oley,  born  December  5, 
1826,  died  June  2,  1892.  He  was  married  twice, 
and  his  second  wife  was  Jennie  Hedges,  of  Brook- 
lyn; he  had  no  children.  When  the  Civil  war 
first  broke  out  he  went  to  the  front  and  became 
a captain,  serving  through  the  entire  struggle. 

(2)  Simon  Oley,  born  September  29,  1828, 
died  July  22,  1891.  At  an  early  age  he  became 
possessed  of  the  idea  that  he  wished  to  become 
a farmer,  so  he  engaged  at  farm  work  in  order 
to  familiarize  himself  with  the  mysteries  of  agri- 
culture. In  1845  he  went  to  Livingston  county 
and  worked  at  farming  for  eight  years,  in  1853 
purchasing  a farm  in  Monroe  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He 
kept  thoroughly  abreast  of  the  times  in  every- 
thing that  pertained  to.  his  calling,  and  was 
known  as  a most  progressive  farmer — advanced 
in  his  ideas  and  methods — among  his  neighbors 
and  fellow  townsmen,  by  whom  he  was  highly 
respected.  He  was  a zealous  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  served  as  warden  for 
years.  On  December  21,  1853,  Simon  Oley 
married  Martha  Jane  Wheeler,  a native  of  Liv- 
ingston county,  N.  Y.,  who  survives  him,  and  to 
this  union  came  three  children,  Simon  Willard 
(who  is  fully  spoken  of  farther  on),  Charles 
Wheeler  and  Jennie  Louise.  Charles  Wheeler 
Oley,  born  March  22,  1856,  graduated  from  the 
Geneseo  State  Normal,  and  later  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  City  of  New  York,  class  of  ’94-95. 
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He  wandered  out  to  Dakota  in  1884,  and  spent 
two  years  on  the  plains,  after  which  he  took  up 
school  teaching  as  a profession,  becoming  prin- 
cipal of  the  schools  at  Dunellen,  N.  J.  For  the 
last  eight  years  he  has  been  principal  of  the 
Union  school  at  Freeport,  L.  I.  On  June  28, 
1888,  while  in  Dunellen,  he  married  Theodora  J. 
Wilcox,  and  they  have  two  children:  Warren 
Wheeler,  born  April  12,  1889,  and  Theodora 
Madeline,  born  November  n,  1890.  Jennie 
Louise  Oley,  born  December  28,  1857,  was  mar- 
ried December  28,  1881,  to  Edwin  H.  Cutler, 
who  was  born  May  4,  1856,  son  of  Charles  F. 
Cutler;  the  last  named  was  born  May  24.  1809. 
They  have  four  children:  Jessie  Jane,  born  July 
-8,  1883;  Franc  Lucinda,  June  20,  1884;  Simon 
Oley,  September  10,  1886;  Emily  Louise,  June 
3.  1894. 

(3)  John  Hunt  Oley,  born  September  24, 
1830,  died  March  11,  1888.  He  never  married. 
When  the  Civil  war  commenced  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Seventh  New  York  Home  Guards, 
and  was  sent  south  to  drill  troops.  He  was 
rapidly  promoted  until  he  attained  the  rank  of 
brevet  brigadier-general,  with  which  title  he  was 
mustered  out  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
then  appointed  Internal  Revenue  collector  for 
West  Virginia,  and  after  four  years  of  this  work 
became  land  agent  of  the  well-known  railroad 
king,  C.  P.  Huntington,  for  whom  he  established 
the  city  of  Huntington,  on  the  Ohio  river,  in  a 
cornfield.  Huntington  grew  very  rapidly,  and 
John  H.  Oley  held  in  succession  every  office  in 
the  gift  of  the  citizens. 

(4)  Sarah  Oley,  born  Septemher  5,  1832, 
died  July  22,  1886.  She  married  Wallace  Mer- 
riam,  and  had  one  daughter,  Edith  Merriam. 

(5)  Mary  Elizabeth  Oley,  born  November  4, 
1834.  was  a teacher  for  many  years  in  New  York 
City  in  the  special  work  of  finishing  education 
for  young  ladies. 

Simon  Van  Antwerp  Oley  married,  for  his 
second  wife,  Harriet  H.  Hitchcock,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children:  (1)  Harriet  Maria  Oley, 
born  July  30,  1843,  died  November  19,  1876. 
She  married  Guilford  Chace,  of  the  firm  of 
Archer,  Pancost  & Co.,  the  oldest  and  largest 
firm  of  gas  fixture  manufacturers  in  the  United 
States,  and  left  two  children,  Louise  and  Harry. 
(2)  Horace  Hitchcock  Oley.  born  January  31, 
1842,  died  March  10,  1866.  He  was  a lieu- 
tenant in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  as  a result  of 
exposure  while  storming  a fort  on  the  coast  of 
Florida.  (3)  Louise  Hitchcock  Oley,  born  July 
23,  1845,  married  Augustus  C.  Merriam,  brother 
of  her  sister  Sarah’s  husband.  He  was  profes- 
sor of  Latin,  Greek  and  Sanscrit  in  Columbia 


College,  and  was  sent  to  Athens  to  take  charge 
of  the  English  Classical  School  in  that  city. 
There  he  caught  pneumonia,  and  died  in  1895. 
When  “ Cleopatra’s  Needle  ” was  brought  to 
this  country  from  Egypt  and  set  up  in  Central 
Park  he  was  given  the  laborious  task  of  trans- 
lating the  hieroglyphics  on  the  crabs  that  were 
originally  under  the  corners  of  the  Needle.  After 
months  of  work  he  finished  the  task,  and  pub- 
lished a pamphlet,  which  was  accepted  by  schol- 
ars throughout  the  world. 

On  the  maternal  side  Dr.  Oley  is  descended 
from  Ebineser  Stebbins  and  Diadama  Burt. 
Their  daughter,  Roxana  Stebbins,  married  a 
Wheeler,  son  of  one  of  three  brothers  who  came 
from  England  about  1775.  Their  son,  Warren 
Wheeler,  who  was  born  January  12,  1798,  and 
died  May  6,  1 884,  was  Dr.  Oley’s  maternal  grand- 
father. He  was  raised  in  Vermont,  and  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  married  and  went  to  western  New 
York,  at  a time  when  the  city  of  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
consisted  of  one  frame  house  and  about  a dozen 
log  ones.  The  following  year  he  drew  a load  of 
wheat  to  Albany  in  order  to  sell  it  for  cash,  and 
then  he  took  his  wife  back  with  him,  in  the  farm 
wagon  with  which  he  drew  the  wheat.  The  wife 
died  soon  after,  and  Mr.  Wheeler  waited  until  he 
was  twenty-eight  before  he  married  again,  his 
second  union,  with  Marinda  Baker,  being  cele- 
brated February  16,  1826.  She  was  born  April 
26,  1803,  and  died  February  22,  1869.  Her  fa- 
ther, Timothy  Baker,  who  was  born  in  1759,  and 
died  February  9,  j 844,  served  three  years  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,  enlisting  at  Hancock,  Mass. 
Timothy  Baker  had  four  daughters:  Marinda, 

(Mrs.  Wheeler),  Lucy  (Mrs.  Odell),  Sally  (Mrs. 
Howe)  and  Mehitable  (Mrs.  Sharp);  and  one  son, 
Timothy.  The  last  named  had  a son,  Harvey, 
who  married  Amy  Hudnot,  of  Geneseo,  N.  Y. 
The  elder  Timothy  Baker  married,  for  his  second 
wife,  Sally  Gould,  and  to  them  were  born  four 
children:  Shelby,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war, 

and  is  now  living  in  Livonia,  N.  Y. ; Philena,  who 
married  Nelson  James,  of  Geneseo,  N.  Y.,  and 
had  two  daughters;  Lucina,  Mrs.  Kenedy;  and 
Orange  Baker.  Warren  Wheeler  and  his  wife 
Marinda  Baker  had  four  children:  (1)  Sarah 

Maria,  born  December  5,  1827,  married  Henry 
Coe,  of  Conesus,  N.  Y.,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  children — Fred,  Kit  and  Adella.  Mrs.  Coe 
is  deceased.  (2)  Willard  Warren  Wheeler,  born 
December  15,  1829,  died  August  12,  1896.  He 
married  Eliza  McDonall,  but  they  had  no  chil- 
dren. He  was  a successful  wholesale  grain  deal- 
er, and  in  the  early  oil  times  in  Pennsylyania 
was  one  of  the  first  to  take  engines  into  the  work 
of  boring  wells.  In  this  he  was  also  successful, 
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sinking  a number  of  wells,  from  which  he  derived 
a handsome  fortune.  (3)  Adella  married,  and 
died  childless.  (4)  Martha  Jane,  born  May  9, 
1835,  is  the  mother  of  Dr.  S.  W.  Oley.  Warren 
Wheeler  settled  in  Livingston  county,  N.  Y., 
and  became  a wealthy  and  honored  farmer.  He 
long  held  offices  of  trust  that  were  fn  the  gift  of 
the  people,  for  many  years  serving  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  trying  many  cases  of  dispute  among 
the  early  settlers  of  his  section.  The  court  in 
those  days  was  almost  invariably  held  in  the 
’Squire’s  kitchen.  He  not  only  tilled  the  soil, 
but  did  the  family  tailoring  and  shoemaking,  shod 
his  horses  and  manufactured  the  machinery  that 
was  needed  to  thresh  his  grain,  make  the  cider, 
card  the  flax  and  spin  it  into  thread,  and  then 
the  looms  with  which  to  weave  it  into  cloth  for 
the  clothes  of  the  family. 

Simon  Willard  Oley  was  born  September  19, 
1854,  in  the  town  of  Rush,  Monroe  county,  N. 
Y.  He  received  his  elementary  education  in 
one  of  those  little  country  schoolhouses  where 
there  are  many  children,  and  only  one  teacher  to 
hear  recitations  from  thirty  to  forty  classes  every 
day.  Being  bronght  up  on  a farm  he  early  un- 
derstood what  work  was,  and  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen he  was  doing  the  regular  work  of  a man. 
Having  a love  for  study,  he  now  attended  school 
as  he  was  able,  which  was  only  during  the  four- 
months  winter  term,  walking  nearly  two  miles  to 
and  from  school.  By  the  kindness  of  the  teach- 
ers he  took  up  studies  that  were  not  in  the  regu- 
lar school  curriculum,  and  thus  he  and  his 
brother  and  sister  became  students  of  algebra, 
philosophy,  physiology,  etc.  In  mathematics  he 
always  stood  at  the  head  of  his  classes.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  attend- 
ing school  even  in  the  winters,  and  worked  upon 
the  farm,  little  thinking  that  he  would  ever  be 
called  upon  to  use  his  modest  education  in  teach- 
ing others.  But  in  the  fall  of  1 874,  while  in  the 
apple  orchard  picking  apples,  he  was  waited  upon 
by  the  trustee  of  an  adjoining  school  district, 
who  urged  him  to  get  a license  from  the  school 
commissioner  and  teach  his  school  for  him  the 
following  winter.  The  trustee  said  that  he  knew 
there  was  no  doubt  as  to  Oley’s  ability  to  teach 
the  school,  for  he  had  heard  that  he  was  a good 
student,  and  our  subject  accordingly  took  the 
school  and  had  a very  successful  term,  the  fol- 
lowing winter  teaching  again,  in  a neighboring 
district.  This  gave  him  an  impetus  to  further 
study,  and  the  following  winter  of  1876-77  found 
him  and  his  brother  as  students  in  the  Geneseo 
State  Normal  at  Geneseo,  Livingston  Co. , N.  Y. 
In  June,  1876,  he  visited  the  Philadelphia  Cen- 
tennial Exhibition,  with  his  sister,  spending 


three  weeks  there  and  in  Washington,  and  while 
on  this  trip  they  were  many  times  amused  by 
being  taken  by  the  porters  and  trainmen  for  a 
young  bride  and  groom  on  their  wedding  trip. 
Oley  graduated  at  the  Geneseo  Normal  in  the 
full  classical  course  in  1879.  He  then  became 
principal  of  the  Henrietta  (N.  Y.)  Academy  dur- 
ing the  years  of  1879-80;  was  principal  of  the 
Parma  (N.  Y.)  Union  Free  School,  in  1 88 1 ; and 
was  principal  of  the  Wayland  (N.  Y.)  Union  Free 
School  for  the  two  years  following,  while  there 
making  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Fannie  Weld 
Bennett,  who  taught  with  him  and  whom  he 
afterward  married.  He  also  taught  as  first  Eng- 
lish teacher  in  the  German -American  Institute  in 
Second  avenue,  New  York  City,  for  one  year, 
during  which  time  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine,  attending  the  college  and  clinics  Sat- 
urdays and  holidays.  In  October,  1884,  he  en- 
tered the  Medical  Department  of  the  University 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  took  the  full  course. 
In  February,  1885,  he  became  a private  tutor  in 
the  family  of  Col.  Hiram  Crosby,  at  Throgg’s 
Neck.  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  which  incum- 
bency he  filled  six  months,  keeping  up  his  study 
of  medicine,  as  he  had  a great  deal  of  time  on 
his  hands.  In  October,  1885,  he  entered  the 
Homeopathic  Medical  College,  New  York,  from 
which  institution  he  graduated  April  15,  1886. 
Soon  afterward  Dr.  Oley  located  in  Lambert- 
ville,  N.  J.,  and  although  he  was  a perfect 
stranger  there  and  had  no  introduction  he  en- 
gaged in  practice  successfully  for  three  years, 
making  a living  from  the  first  month.  On  May 
1,  1889.  he  removed  thence  to  Danbury,  Conn., 
where  he  has  since  remained,  making  a specialty 
of  treating  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear  and  throat,  in 
connection  with  general  and  family  practice,  and 
has  proved  remarkably  successful. 

On  December  31,  1885.  Dr.  Oley  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Fannie  Weld  Bennett, 
daughter  of  Chauncey  and  Lovina  M.  (Atwell) 
Bennett,  of  Wayland,  Steuben  county,  N.  Y., 
and  one  child,  Willard  Simon  Van  Ant  Wer  Pen 
Oley,  born  September  23.  1887,  has  blessed  this 
union.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Oley  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  at  Danbury,  of  which  he  is  a 
vestryman.  Politically  he  is  a Republican.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Union 
Lodge,  No.  40;  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  Progressive 
Lodge,  No.  18,  and  of  the  Echo  Rebekahs;  of 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  in  which  he  has  passed  all 
the  chairs,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  Grand 
Council,  and  of  the  Loyal  Additional  Benefit 
Association,  No.  54.  of  Danbury. 

The  Doctor  is  practically  a self-made  man, 
having  by  industry  earned  the  means  whereby 
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his  college  and  other  expenses  incident  to  his 
study  for  the  profession  were  defrayed.  About 
the  years  1881-82-83  he  and  his  brother  rented 
the  estate  of  Gen.  William  Wadsworth,  a farm 
of  375  acres  in  Rush,  Monroe  county,  N.  Y., 
and  during  those  years  realized,  by  assiduous 
labor,  a handsome  sum  of  money.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  Dr.  Oley  enjoys  one  of  the  largest 
practices  in  the  city  of  Danbury. 

Fannie  Weld  (Bennett)  Oley  was  born  July 
30,  1854,  in  Steuben  county,  N.  Y. . daughter  of 
Chauncey  and  Lovina  Marilla  (Atwell)  Bennett. 
Her  grandparents,  Chauncey  and  Sallie  Bennett, 
lived  in  Lennox,  Mass.,  removing  thence  to 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  Chauncey  Bennett,  Jr., 
was  born  July  20.  1798,  the  seventh  son  in  a 
family  of  ten  children.  Here  all  the  family  were 
sick,  and  becoming  weary  of  the  place — which 
then  consisted  of  only  a few  houses,  the  land  so 
low  and  swampy  that  nearly  every  one  living  there 
was  ill  with  malaria — they  moved  back  to  Massa- 
chusetts. Some  time  later  they  again  moved 
to  New  York  State,  settling  at  Cohocton,  Steuben 
county.  When  Chauncey  Bennett,  Jr.,  became 
old  enough  to  make  a start  for  himself  he  located 
in  Wayland,  Steuben  county.  Here  he  married 
Sallie  Griffeth,  who  was  born  February  20,  1800, 
and  died  M ay  3 1 , 1851.  Their  union  was  blessed 
with  five  children,  viz.:  Cynthia  A.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1823;  James  G.,  born  August  16, 
1825;  Dan  C. ; GuyB.,  born  December  29,  1830; 
and  Philo  F. , born  December  14,  1840,  all  of 
whom  except  Guy  Bennett  are  still  living.  On 
October  12,  1851,  Chauncey  Bennett  married, 
for  his  second  wife,  Lovina  Marilla  Atwell,  who 
was  born  September  16,  1823,  and  died  July  5, 
1862;  her  parents  were  Chauncey  and  Polly 
(Bush)  Atwell.  They  had  four  children:  Fannie 
Weld,  born  July  31,  1854,  married  Dr.  S.  W. 
Oley  on  December  31,  1885.  Byron  Atwell, 
born  December  8,  1855,  was  married  in  1881  to 
Lois  Post,  of  Wayland,  Steuben  county,  and  to 
them  was  born  one  daughter,  Myrtle;  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1888.  William  Henry,  born 
July  18,  1857,  was  married  in  1880,  in  Michi- 
gan, to  Delia  Granger,  who  died  in  January, 
1896;  they  had  four  children — Mable,  Fannie, 
Maud  and  LaVern.  John  A.,  born  June  11, 
1861,  married  Lyda  Granger,  of  Wayland,  in 
1885;  they  have  no  children. 

Mrs.  Fannie  Oley’s  maternal  great-grandfa- 
ther, Conrad  Bush,  was  born  in  Methinhime, 
Holland,  Oct.  29,  1753,  and  died  in  Pompey,  N. 
Y.,  Dec.  19,  1854,  at  the  great  age  of  101  years. 
He  came  to  this  country  about  1 770.  Conrad  Bush 
was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  serving  in  the  war 
for  seven  years,  as  was  recorded  at  Albany,  N. 


Y.,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Johe  Van  Rensselar,  Col. 
John  Kinnickerbocher,  and,  part  of  the  time, 
under  Captain  Doughty.  He  applied  for  a pension 
June  7,  1828,  and  drew  a pension  as  a matross  in 
the  New  York  State  troops.  Conrad  Bush  married 
Mary  Watson,  who  was  born  in  Ulster  county,  N. 
Y.,  December  18,  1766;  she  died  December  3, 
1 848.  They  had  two  daughters, one  of  whom,  Pol- 
ly Bush,  was  Mrs.  Fannie  Oley’s  grandmother, 
she  having  married  Chauncey  Atwell  about  1809. 
They  had  seven  children:  (1)  Myron  Atwell,  born 
in  1 8 1 1 , died  April  24,  1883.  (2)  John  Atwell 

was  born  August  16,  1813.  (3)  Susan  Atwell, 

born  in  1815,  died  November  28,  1894.  About 
1838  she  married  Abram  DuBois,  and  they  had 
one  child,  Abram  C.  DuBois.  (4)  Jacob  Atwell, 
born  January  9,  1817,  married  Mary  Tates,  Sep- 
tember, 1855,  and  died  April  16,  1873.  They 
had  three  children — Ellen  Jane,  William  Hen- 
ry and  Charles  Francis.  (5)  Conrad  Atwell, 
born  February  20,  1819,  married  Safronia  Leg- 
gett May  3 1 , 1845,  and  by  her  had  three  children 
—Alan  Nelson,  Martha  Wilson  and  Herman 
Howe.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Mrs. 
David  Fish.  (6)  William  Atwell  married  and  had 
four  children,  Melissa,  Mary,  Henrietta  and 
Henry,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  (7)  Lov- 
ina Marilla  Atwell,  born  September  16,  1823, 
died  July  5,  1862. 


HON.  JOHN  D.  NASH,  a well-known  re- 
tired  merchant  of  Titicus,  Ridgefield  town- 
ship, is  a man  whose  ability  and  sterling  quali- 
ties of  character  have  won  for  him  wide  popu- 
larity, and  the  following  history  will  be  of  general 
interest. 

The  Nash  family  has  for  several  generatiqns 
held  a prominent  place  in  this  section,  its  mem- 
bers showing  the  qualities  of  leadership  in  var- 
ious lines  of  effort.  From  all  information  ob- 
tainable the  ancestor  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  Edward  Nash,  who  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster, England,  in  1592,  and  is  supposed  to 
have  died  there.  Edward  Nash  (2)  emigrated  to 
America,  and,  as  appears  in  reliable  record,  set- 
tled in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  in  1651,  where  he  lived 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  had  a son  John, 
born  late  in  the  year  1652,  who  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Barlow,  of  Fairfield/  Conn. 
They  died  in  17 11  and  1713,  respectively,  leaving 
among  other  children  John,  born  December  25, 
1688,  who  married  May  19,  1709,  Abagail, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  Blakely,  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.  He  lived  in  Norwalk,  and  died  there  in 
1769,  leaving  ten  children.  The  one  which  di- 
rectly concerns  our  subject  was  Abraham,  the 
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fifth  son,  born  October  to,  1718,  who  married 
Rhoda,  daughter  of  John  Keeler,  November  21, 
1738.  At  thirty  years  of  age  he  removed  from 
Norwalk  to  Ridgefield,  on  his  farm,  which  lay  in 
the  extreme  southern  part  of  the  town.  He  had 
twelve  children.  For  his  second  wife  he  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Mary,  widow  of  Samuel  Lynes,  of  Red- 
ding, Conn.,  May  19,  1780.  In  this  house, 
where  he  died  June  24,  1801,  and  which  is  still 
standing  at  this  date,  was  born  his  son  Riah,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject;  also  Lewis  L., 
the  grandfather,  and  Hiram  O.,  the  father. 

Riah  Nash,  born  August  3,  1763,  at  Ridge- 
field (as  above),  married  Esther,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  Lynes,  August  15,  1782,  and 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  on  the  old  farm. 
When  about  sixty  years  of  age  he  was  elected 
to  the  State  Legislature,  and  afterward,  in 
1832,  removed  to  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y. , where 
he  died  March  17,  1837.  Lewis  L.,  the  eldest 
son,  born  October  24,  1784,  married  Rachel, 
daughter  of  jaired  and  Hannah  Olmstead,  of 
Ridgefield,  February  18,  1809;  he  was  a shoe- 
maker by  trade,  and  spent  his  life  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  Ridgefield,  and  the  northern  part  of 
Wilton,  this  county.  His  death  occurred  at  the 
home  of  his  son  Hiram  O.,  November  19,  1856. 
This  worthy  couple  had  seven  children:  Sally, 
Hiram  0.,  Albert,  Cornelia,  Harry  W.,  Betsey 
L.,  and  Lavinia. 

Hon.  Hiratn  O.  Nash,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  March  22,  1811,  in  the  town  of  Ridge- 
field, and  in  early  manhood  engaged  in  farming 
there  in  connection  with  the  shoemaker’s  trade, 
but  later  he  followed  mercantile  pursuits.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  serving  one 
term  as  a member  of  the  State  Legislature,  and 
holding- different  local  offices,  including  that  of 
selectman.  He  also  took  an  ardent  interest  in 
religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Ridgefield,  and  for  many  years  he 
served  as  trustee,  steward  or  treasurer  of  that 
society.  On  November  3,  1833,  he  married  Miss 
Sally  Roberts,  who  was  born  October  24,  1810, 
and  died  May  15,  1886,  his  own  death  occurring 
November  10,  1867. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  25,  1838,  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Ridgefield,  and  as  the  only  child 
of  a busy  farmer  he  was  trained  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry. He  received  a common-school  education, 
and  as  he  wished  to  enter  mercantile  life  he  went  to 
Norwalk  in  1856  to  take  a position  as  clerk  in  a 
book  and  drug  store.  There  he  remained  three 
years,  gaining  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  drug 
business,  and  in  the  spring  of  1859  he  located  at 
Titicus,  where  he  engaged  in  general  mercantile 
business  with  his  father  under  the  firm  name  of 


H.  O.  Nash  & Son.  They  purchased  an  old  es- 
tablished business  from  S.  S.  Olmstead,  the  store 
being  on  the  site  of  the  present  post  office  in  Ti- 
ticus. After  his  father’s  death,  Mr.  Nash  con- 
tinued the  business  alone  for  some  time,  but  on 
January  1,  1875,  he  formed  a partnership  with 
Milan  H.  Mead,  under  the  firm  name  of  Nash  & 
Mead.  This  partnership  lasted  twenty  years, 
the  business  increasing  constantly  under  their 
able  management;  in  1895,  however,  they  sold 
out,  Mr.  Nash  retiring  from  active  business  life. 
He  has  been  a stanch  Republican  ever  since  the 
organization  of  the  party,  and  from  time  to  time 
he  has  been  chosen  to  office.  In  1879-80  he 
represented  his  town  in  the  Legislature,  that 
session  being  the  first  held  in  the  new  capitol 
building,  and  he  has  also  held  numerous  local 
offices,  serving  some  time  as  selectman.  In  1882 
he  became  postmaster  at  Titicus,  and  in  1896 
resigned  after  fourteen  years  of  satisfactory  serv- 
ice. For  nine  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
school  board,  and  at  present  he  is  serving  his 
third  term  on  the  board  of  assessors.  He  and 
his  family  are  prominent  socially,  and  he  is  an 
active  worker  in  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Ridgefield,  serving  as  a member  of  the  Church 
committee. 

On  November  28,  1861,  Mr.  Nash  married 
Miss  Sarah  J.  Holmes,  daughter  of  Abram  and 
Esther  (Smith)  Holmes,  of  Ridgefield  (a  sketch 
of  whom  appears  elsewhere),  and  three  children 
have  blessed  the  union:  (1)  Miss  Marion  Holmes 

Nash,  born  November  15,  1862,  graduated  from 
the  normal  school  at  New  Britain,  Conn.,  and 
later  took  an  advanced  course  in  German  at 
Michigan  University.  She  resides  at  home,  and 
is  doing  efficient  work  as  a private  teacher  in 
various  branches.  (2)  Luther  Roberts,  born  Jan- 
uary 22,  1871,  studied  in  the  common  schools 
and  spent  three  years  at  Williston  Seminary,  E. 
Hampton,  Mass.  He  then  entered  the  Boston 
School  of  Technology,  where  he  was  graduated 
four  years  later,  and  after  one  year  in  Harvard 
College  he  took  a position  with  Stone  & Webster, 
the  noted  electricians  of  Boston.  On  October 
15,  1896,  he  married  Miss  Bonnibel  Remington, 
a relative  of  Remington  of  typewriter  fame,  and 
he  now  resides  in  Cambridge,  Mass.  (3)  How- 
ard Patterson,  born  February  17,  1877,  attended 
the  common  schools  of  Ridgefield,  and  then  spent 
one  year  in  a boys’  school  in  Stamford,  and  one 
at  Williston  Seminary.  In  September,  1896,  he 
entered  the  Lawrence  Scientific  School  of  Har- 
vard University  for  a four-years’  course. 

To  this  sketch  it  may  be  added  that  on  the 
land  of  J.  D.  Nash,  opposite  the  school  house  in 
Titicus,  still  stands  a large  flat-top  rock,  upon 
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which  tradition  says  the  first  white  men  that  the  stirring  times  which  preceded  the  Revolu- 
ever  came  to  Ridgefield  were  encamped  for  the  tionary  war,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  instead 
night  they  having  walked  up  from  Norwalk,  a of  learning  a trade,  he  enlisted  at  Danbury  as  an 
distance  of  fourteen  miles,  and  on  the  following  artificer  in  the  Continental.  Army,  under  Captain 
day  purchased  of  the  old  Indian  chief  (Titicus  Osborne.  During  the  terrible  winter  at  Valley 
by  name),  for  a few  brass  trinkets,  a large  tract  Forge  his  exceptional  fortitude  and  unswerving 
of  the  surrounding  country.  fidelity  were  noted  by  General  Washington,  who 

after  several  personal  interviews  promoted  him, 
in  the  spring  of  1778,  to  a position  as  one  of  his 

HON.  RICHARD  C.  AMBLER  (deceased),  special  guards.  Thus  the  hardy  and  patriotic 
_ The  Ambler  family  originated  in  England,  lad  served  throughout  the  war  under  the  eye  of 
the  name  appearing  sometimes  as  Aubler  of  De-  the  commander-in-chief,  and  he  was  present  at 
Aubrey.  The  coat  of  arms  has  for  a crest  two  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown.  The 
dexter  hands  conjoined,  sustaining  a royal  crown,  sword  which  he  carried  is  a heavy  blade  encased 
while  the  shield  is  embossed,  according  to  the  in  an  iron  sheath,  forged  by  N.  Starr,  of  Dan- 
symbology  of  Heraldic  science,  “ sa,  on  a fesse,  bury,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  R.  C. 
or  between  three  pheons;  a lion  pass,  guard.,  gre.”  Ambler,  of  Nichols,  this  county.  At  the  close 
The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  a definite  of  the  war  Squire  Ambler  made  his  home  in  Dan- 
account  was  Richard  Ambler,  who  was  born  in  bury,  and  for  a time  he  served  as  captain  in  the 
Somersetshire,  England,  in  1611,  and  came  to  local  militia.  On  February  5,  1784.  he  married 
America  in  1639,  landing  at  Weymouth,  Mass.  Elizabeth  Pickett,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons: 
He  was  at  Watertown,  Mass.,  in  1639,  at  Wey-  Charles,  born  January  29,  1 791 ! ar,d  Franklin 
mouth  in  1640,  and  at  Boston  in  1660,  but  he  Pickett,  next  in  the  line  of  descent  which  we  are 
removed  to  Stamford,  this  county,  soon  after  the  now  tracing. 

settlement  of  the  place,  and  in  1685  he  and  his  VII.  Hon.  Franklin  Pickett  Ambler  was  born 
son  Abraham  were  among  the  men  who  purchased  at  Danbury,  June  3,  1797.  and  died  August  1, 
the  town  of  Bedford  from  the  Indians,  the  locality  1873.  His  youth  was  spent  in  poverty,  but  not- 
being  then  known  as  the  Hop  Grounds.  In  withstanding  his  disadvantages  he  rose  through 
1666,  he  was  said  to  be  about  fifty-five  years  old,  his  own  efforts  to  wealth  and  prominence.  At 
and  his  death  occurred  in  1699.  Before  remov-  fourteen  years  of  age  he  was  bound  out  to  Mr. 
ing  to  Stamford  he  had,  by  his  first  wife  Sarah,  Hull,  a saddle-tree  manufacturer  in  Danbury, 
the  following  children:  Sarah,  born  December  4,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  was  em- 
1639;  Abraham  (1),  September  27,  1641;  and  ployed  by  Benjamin  Stiles,  of  New  York,  in  the 
Abraham  (2),  September  22,  1642.  His  second  same  line  of  business.  Later  he  made  his  home 
wife,  Elizabeth,  died  March  27,  1685.  in  Derby,  being  employed  in  the  Chatfield  fac- 

II.  Abraham  Ambler,  youngest  child  of  tory.  In  1822  he  settled  in  Trumbull,  taking 

Richard,  was  married  December  25,  1662,  to  the  position  of  general  superintendent  in  the  fac- 

Mary,  daughter  of  Robert  Bates.  They  had  tories  of  Reuben  and  Eben  Fairchild.  In  1825 
five  children:  Mary,  born  January  15,  1663;  he  engaged  in  the  business  as  a member  of  the 

Abraham,  January  5,  1665;  John,  February  1,  firm  of  Fairchild,  Peet  & Co.,  and  in  1844  he 
1667;  Joshua,  September  8,  1670;  and  Sarah,  purchased  the  plant,  which  he  conducted  in  part- 
October  6,  1672.  nership  with  his  three  sons,  under  the  firm  name 

III.  John  Ambler,  the  next  in  the  line  of  de-  of  F.  P.  Ambler  & Sons.  Later  he  bought  land 
scent  in  which  we  are  now  interested,  married,  in  the  vicinity  of  Mountain  Hill,  and  built  the 
and  had  three  children;  John,  born  February  15,  present  factories,  which  have  been  enlarged  from 
1 695 ; Stephen,  June  22,  1698;  and  Martha,  time  to  time  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  busi- 
March  17,  1700.  ness.  Politically  he  was  a stanch  Democrat  of 

IV.  Stephen  Ambler  was  a prominent  citi-  the  Jeffersonian  school,  and  his  fellow-citizens 
zen  of  Stamford  in  his  day,  and  held  the  office  frequently  called  him  to  official  positions,  in 

of  selectman.  He  married  Deborah  , and  which  his  able  and  conscientious  discharge  of 

had  four  children : Joseph  (born  October  4,  duty  gained  him  new  honors.  In  addition  to 

1 72l}'  n’  Stephen,  and  David.  many  local  offices,  he  served  in  the  Legislature, 

. John  Ambler  was  born  March  24,  1728,  and  in  1862  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate, 
and  marned  Huldah  Fairchild,  by  whom  he  had  Socially,  he  and  his  family  held  a prominent 
eig  t children:  Stephen,  Peter,  Squire,  Weborn,  place,  and  for  more  than  fifty  years  he  was  a 

1 as,  Oilead,  Huldah  and  John.  consistent  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 

vi.  Squire  Ambler  passed  his  boyhood  amid  In  all  the  relations  of  life  his  conduct  was 
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marked  by  the  strictest  integrity,  and  from  his 
youth  he  was  an  earnest  student  of  the  Bible, 
which  he  regarded  as  the  inspired  word  of  God 
and  the  guide  to  salvation.  His  mental  abilities 
were  of  a high  order,  his  memory  being  remark- 
able, and  although  he  had  had  but  limited  school- 
ing, he  gained  through  private  reading  a fund  of 
information,  which  enabled  him  to  converse  on 
equal  terms  with  those  who  had  enjoyed  far 
greater  privileges.  He  acquired  a large  and 
well-selected  library,  and  as  his  memory  readily 
recalled  anything  which  he  had  once  read  or 
heard,  his  conversation  was  replete  with  anec- 
dotes, information  and  illustration,  which  added 
much  to  the  charm  of  his  genial  manner.  His 
home  was  to  him  a sacred  spot,  and  to  his 
family  was  given  a warm  affection,  too  seldom 
seen  among  business  men.  On  March  15,  1820, 
he  married  Eliza  Bartholomew,  who  was  born 
August  1,  1801,  a daughter  of  Jerrod  Bartholo- 
mew, and  died  in  1853.  On  October  4,  1854, 
he  married  Emily  S.  (Bacon)  Ambler,  born  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1813,  who  was  the  widow  of  Joel 
Ambler,  of  Danbury.  By  his  first  marriage  he 
had  four  children:  Charles,  who  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below;  George  B.,  born  May  17, 
1822;  MarvE.,  born  September  20,  1823;  and 
Franklin  P.,  Jr.,  born  February  17,  1825. 

VIII.  Hon.  Charles  Ambler  was  born  March 
21,  1821,  at  Derby,  Conn.,  and  is  now  deceased. 
He  was  married  October  22,  1844.  to  Mary'  E. 
Curtis,  daughter  of  Joseph  L.  Curtis,  of  Strat- 
ford. They  had  two  children:  Georgianna  Fran- 
ces, born  March  17,  1847,  who  married  Rev.  F. 
B.  Lewis,  of  Bozeman,  Mont. ; and  Richard 
Charles,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch. 

IX.  The  late  Richard  C.  Ambler,  formerly 
one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Bridgeport,  was 
born  August  31,  1853,  at  Nichols,  and  after  at- 
tending the  schools  of  that  village  for  some  years 
he  completed  an  academic  course  at  Oxford,  N. 
Y.  In  1878  he  was  graduated  from  the  law  de- 
partment of  Yale  College,  and  soon  afterward  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Bridgeport,  where  he 
engaged  in  practice  with  marked  success.  He 
died  September  12,  1891,  at  his  residence  in  the 
town  of  Trumbull,  the  sad  event  bringing  sincere 
grief  to  a large  circle  of  friends.  It  had  been 
known  for  some  time  that  he  was  in  poor  health, 
his  illness  being  doubtless  caused  mainly  by  un- 
due devotion  to  professional  work;  but  as  he  had 
continued  his  labors,  and  had  even  spent  the  day 
previous  to  his  death  at  his  usual  routine  in  his 
office,  no  one  was  prepared  for  the  shock  of  his 
sudden  demise.  The  respect  in  which  he  was 
held  by  the  community  was  shown  by  the  large 
concourse  of  people  who  met  at  his  funeral  to 


pay  the  last  tributes  to  his  memory,  and  by  the 
numerous  touching  memorials  and  resolutions 
which  appeared  in  the  public  press  from  various 
organizations.  The  following  notice,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Connecticut  Reports,  gives  such  an 
accurate  and  appreciative  view  of  his  life  and 
character  that  it  may  well  be  preserved  in  this 
volume:  “His  ancestors  had  been  for  many 

years  among  the  most  prominent  business  men 
of  this  community;  but  as  their  business  was  al- 
most exclusively  with  the  Southern  States,  it 
was  destroyed  by  the  war.  This  necessarily 
interfered  with  his  cherished  educational  plans. 
Determined  not  to  be  deprived  wholly  of  these 
advantages,  he  set  himself  to  work,  as  soon  as 
he  had  acquired  a common-school  education,  in 
a book  store,  where  he  devoted  all  his  spare  time 
to  reading  and  storing  his  mind  with  useful  in- 
formation. The  money  he  earned  was  saved 
that  he  might  take  a course  of  legal  training  at 
the  Yale  Law  School.  While  there  he  earned, 
by  his  industry  and  courtesy,  the  high  opinion  of 
his  instructors  and  the  sincere  respect  of  his 
fellow  classmates.  After  graduating,  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  the  law  office  of  Seymour  & 
Seymour,  in  Bridgeport,  for  two  years,  devoting 
his  time  to  acquiring  the  details  of  practice.  He 
then  opened  an  office  there  for  himself,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  gradually  but  cer- 
tainly building  up  a good  practice  and  acquiring 
an  enviable  reputation  for  integrity,  ability  and 
learning.  The  prevailing  characteristic  of  Mr. 
Ambler’s  professional,  political,  social,  and  re- 
ligious life  was  faithfulness.  No  client’s  inter- 
est was  ever  neglected.  Indeed  so  far  did  he 
carry  the  idea  that  he  must  accomplish  all  that 
his  client  desired,  that  he  was  almost  martial  in 
regard  to  it.  His  client’s  case  was  his  case  so 
fully  that  every  failure,  short  of  complete  suc- 
cess, seemed  a personal  failure. 

“His  career  was  not  long  enough  to  gain  the 
first  rank  in  his  profession  or  to  reap  its  highest 
rewards;  but  what  faithfulness,  diligence,  up- 
rightness and  intelligence  could  do  to  carry  him 
towards  that  end  was  done.  When  that  can 
truthfully  be  said  of  a lawyer,  what  matter  when 
or  where  he  fails?  His  eulogy  is  pronounced; 
his  monument  raised.  Mr.  Ambler  was  a repre- 
sentative in  the  General  Assembly  from  the  town 
of  Trumbull,  in  1889,  and  as  the  only  lawyer  on 
the  railroad  committee  he  exercised  a domina- 
ting influence  in  its  action  through  the  memorable 
railroad  fight  of  that  year;  and  though  stories  of 
improper  conduct  were  rife,  no  man  dared  impugn 
his  integrity.  Always  a student,  he  was  especially 
fond  of  historical  research,  and  he  was  a contrib- 
utor to  the  Fairfield  County  Historical  Society, 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


24 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


in  which  for  some  time  he  served  as  curator  and 
treasurer.  He  was  a devout  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  not  only  represented  his 
parish  in  the  conventions  of  that  body  in  this 
diocese,  but  maintained,  personally,  as  a lay 
reader,  services  in  the  parish  Church,  in  which  he 
also  served  for  a number  of  years  as  a vestryman. 
His  brief  but  useful  life  left,  as  such  a life  could 
not  fail  to  leave,  a fragrant  memory  of  upright 
manliness  and  kindly  courtesy,  that  will  not  soon 
be  forgotten.” 

On  October  i,  1879,  Mr.  Ambler  married 
Miss  Jennie  Beardsley,  of  Huntington,  who  sur- 
vives him  with  one  daughter,  Katharine  Beards- 
ley Ambler.  Mrs.  Ambler  is  a member  of  a well- 
known  pioneer  family,  and  is  of  the  ninth  gener- 
ation in  descent  from  William  Beardsley,  a na- 
tive of  Stratford-on-Avon,  England,  who  came 
to  America  in  1635  with  his  wife  Mary,  and  was 
among  the  first  settlers  at  Stratford,  this  county. 
The  place  was  named  in  honor  of  bis  old  home, 
and  for  many  years  he  was  a leader  in  local 
affairs,  serving  seven  years  as  a deputy  from  that 
town  in  the  General  Court.  The  line  of  descent 
is  traced  through  Samuel  Beardsley  and  his  wife 
Abigail;  Daniel  Beardsley,  who  married  Rebecca 
Jackson;  Benjamin  Beardsley;  David  Beardsley 
and  his  wife  Mary;  Stephen  Beardsley  and  his 
wife  Catherine;  Stephen  (2),  who  married  Susan 
Nichols;  and  Stephen  Beardsley  (3),  Mrs.  Am- 
bler’s father,  who  married  Jane  Shelton. 


T'HOMAS  H.  MORISON.  The  founder  of 
_ the  Morison  family  in  America  was  one 
John  Morison,  who  came  to  this  country  between 
1 720  and  1723  from  Ireland,  whither  the  family  had 
fled  from  Scotland  during  religious  persecution. 
John  Morison,  was  the  father  of  John  (2),  who 
was  the  father  of  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  had  a son  Ezekiel.  Ezekiel 
Morison  was  born  at  Peterboro,  N.  H.,  as  was 
also  his  son  Thomas,  who  left  the  Granite  State 
in  1824  and  went  to  New  York.  Thomas  Mor- 
ison was  a tailor  by  trade,  and  his  practical  in- 
genuity evolved  the  idea  of  making  shirts  as  they 
are  now  worn,  so  he  abandoned  his  trade  and 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shirts,  about  1845. 
In  this  business  he  continued  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  dying  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  22, 
1874.  He  married  Amy  H.  Hoyt,  and  in  his 
family  was  a son  Thomas  H.,  who  is  the  subject 
proper  of  this  review. 

Thomas  H.  Morison  was  born  August  24, 
1839,  in  Brooklyn,  and  there  he  passed  his  early 
days,  acquiring  his  school  education.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  he  laid  aside  his  text  books,  and 


entered  the  employ  of  his  father.  He  soon 
grasped  the  details,  and  in  1867  he  came  to  Nor- 
walk and  assumed  control  of  the  factory  there. 
For  nearly  twenty  years  Thomas  H.  Morison 
successfully  conducted  this  factory,  and  proved 
himself  a man  of  remarkable  executive  and 
financial  ability.  When  he  retired  from  active 
business  in  1883,  he  carried  with  him  the  genuine 
respect  and  esteem  of  his  employes,  and  of  all 
who  had  in  anyway  been  associated  with  him. 

On  November  17,  1863,  Thomas  H.  Morison 
was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Sheffield,  who  though 
a native  of  Rhode  Island  had  lived  since  four 
years  of  age  in  Brooklyn.  Mrs.  Morison  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  T.  Sheffield  (a  tea  merchant 
in  New  York  City),  and  his  wife, Ann  (Peckham), 
both  of  English  extraction.  The  Sheffield  and 
Peckham  families  were  active  and  prominent 
through  the  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  periods, 
being  resolute  and  determined  adherents  of  the 
policy  of  the  Continental  Congress.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Morison  were  born  three 
children:  Thomas  S.,  born  June  22,  1865,  died 
April  21,  1894;  Charles  H.,  born  November  10, 
1868,  died  September  26,  1869;  and  Frederick  A., 
born  September  3,  1870,  died  May  24,  1879. 

In  the  city  of  his  adoption  Mr.  Morison  was 
keenly  interested,  and  his  progressive  ideas  have 
left  their  impression  on  the  material  improve- 
ments of  the  town.  He  introduced  the  present 
system  of  water  works;  was  instrumental  in 
starting  the  Central  Bank  of  Norwalk,  and  was 
also  connected  with  the  Gas  Company.  He 
served  as  a bank  director  nearly  all  of  his  busi- 
ness life.  Twice  he  was  warden  of  the  borough, 
and  ever  active  in  the  best  interests  of  his  chosen 
political  faith,  the  Democratic.  The  poor  and 
needy  ever  found  in  him  the  helpful  friend,  and 
many  a poverty-stricken  family  has  cause  to  bless 
his  name.  He  was  liberal  in  his  charity,  and 
giving  for  sweet  charity's  sake,  instead  of  fame, 
the  world  will  never  know  how  large  his  boun- 
ties were.  To  churches  of  all  denominations  he 
gave  freely,  and  found  his  own  religion  chiefly  in 
the  beautiful  words  of  the  Master:  “Inasmuch  as 
ye  have  done  it  unto  the  least  of  these,  ye  have 
done  it  unto  Me.”  On  February  10,  1884,  at 
the  city  of  Nassau  in  the  Bahama  Islands,  he 
answered  the  final  summons,  and  the  soul  of 
Thomas  H.  Morison  passed  out  to  meet  its  God. 


M^DWIN  HOYT  (deceased).  On  Main  street, 
'I  about  the  center  of  the  city  of  Norwalk,  in 
Fairfield  county,  stands  the  Hoyt  residence, 
which  one  hundred  and  forty  years  ago  was  built 
by  Goold  Hoyt,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  in 
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what  was  then  a mere  wilderness,  Main  street 
being  then  a pioneer  road  winding  round  the  hill 
like  the  letter  S.  In  this  time-honored  house 
have  lived  and  died  the  representatives  of  three 
generations. 

Simon  Hoyt,  the  first  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica, came  with  his  brothers  from  Dorsetshire, 
England,  when  thirty-five  years  old,  making  the 
triponthe  “Abigail.”  or  the  "George,”  arriving 
October  8,  1628-29.  From  him  the  line  is 
traced  through  Walter,  Zerrubbal,  Joseph, 
James,  Goold,  Ebenezer  Diamond,  Edwin  and 
Ebenezer  Diamond,  who  as  will  be  seen  is  of  the 
ninth  generation.  James  Hoyt,  great-grand- 
father of  Edwin,  established  a permanent  home 
in  Norwalk.  Goold  Hoyt,  his  son,  was  born 
January  9,  1738,  in  Fairfield  county,  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Diamond,  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
Diamond,  and  then  took  his  bride  to  live  in  the 
home  he  had  built.  Here  were  born  to  them  five 
children,  named  respectively:  Thomas,  Goold, 
Esther,  Ebenezer  D.  and  Monson.  The  father 
of  this  family,  and  also  his  sons,  carried  on  farm- 
ing where  Norwalk  now  stands,  owning  extensive 
property,  and  there  he  died. 

Ebenezer  D.  Hoyt,  father  of  Edwin,  was 
born  in  this  house  August  3,  1776,  and  received 
his  education  at  the  primitive  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  married  Huldah  Hanford, 
who  was  born  in  that  locality,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Mehitabel  Hanford,  and  they  took  up 
their  abode  in  the  Hoyt  house,  where  was  born  to 
them  a family  of  eight  children,  namely:  Edwin 
will  be  mentioned  farther  on;  Eliza  (deceased), 
married  Charles  Hoyt,  of  Norwalk  (a  second 
cousin);  Monson  died  in  California,  whither  he 
had  gone  during  the  ‘‘gold  fever”  epidemic; 
Goold  and  William  G.  both  died  in  infancy; 
Mary  became  the  second  wife  of  Charles  Hoyt, 
husband  of  her  deceased  sister  Eliza;  William  T. 
died  single;  Harriet  married  John  Cleveland,  of 
Massachusetts.  The  father  of  this  family,  who, 
in  addition  to  farming,  owned  sloops,  and  carried 
freight  to  New  York,  died  August  11,  1823,  his 
wife  on  March  8,  1828. 

Edwin  Hoyt,  the  subject-proper  of  this  mem- 
oir, and  whose  name  appears  at  the  opening  of 
the  sketch,  was  born  at  the  old  Hoyt  homestead, 
February  18,  1800.  and,  like  his  father  before 
him,  followed  farming,  and  did  a freight-carrying 
business,  chiefly  to  and  from  New  York.  He 
married  Eliza  S.  Smith,  of  Ridgefield,  Fairfield 
county,  a daughter  of  Josiah  Smith,  of  the  same 
locality,  and  his  wife,  Abigail  (Beers),  of  Nor- 
walk, and  after  marriage  they  made  their  home 
in  the  Hoyt  house,  where  a family  of  ten  chil- 
dren came  to  them,  to  wit:  Charlotte,  Ebenezer 


D. ,  Emily  A.,  Elizabeth  H.,  Monson,  Frederick 

E. ,  William  T. , Margaret,  Eliza  G.  and  Henry  A. 
Of  these,  Charlotte  married  John  J.  Thomas,  of 
Norwich,  Conn,  (he  is  now  deceased).  Eben- 
ezer D.  died  September  13,  1871;  he  was  a 
jeweler  in  New  York  City.  Emily  A.  married 
Charles  B.  Mott,  of  Norwalk,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased. Elizabeth  H.  has  remained  single,  and 
is  still  living  at  the  old  Hoyt  home.  Monson  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  5th  Conn.  Regiment,  and 
saw  two  years'  active  service;  on  his  return  from 
the  war  he  carried  on  a drug  store  in  Norwalk, 
where  he  died  November  30,  1896;  he  was  a 
very  prominent  man,  kind-hearted  and  generous 
to  a fault;  in  politics  he  was  a stanch  Repub- 
lican. Frederick  E.  is  a resident  of  Marshall, 
Mich.  William  T.  died  November  18,  1869;  he 
was  a druggist  in  New  York.  Margaret  died  in 
infancy.  Eliza  G.  died  single,  February  10, 
1875.  Henry  A.  died  October  10,  i860,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen.  The  father  of  this  interesting 
family  was  called  from  earth  September  8,  1880, 
the  mother  on  October  2,  1889.  The  family 
throughout,  in  their  political  associations,  have 
been  Whigs  or  Republicans,  and  in  religious 
faith  have  always  been  strict  Episcopalians. 


W BRAM  P.  BRADLEY,  a highly  esteemed 
Jb&L  resident  of  Shelton,  is  a man  whose  industry 
and  thrift  have  secured  for  him  a comfortable 
competence,  and,  having  entered  upon  his 
seventh  decade,  he  is  enjoying  in  well-earned 
leisure  the  fruits  of  his  labors. 

Mr.  Bradley  comes  of  good  old  Colonial 
stock,  and  his  grandfather,  Abraham  Bradley, 
who  was  born  probably  at  New  Haven,  was  an 
extensive  land  owner  in  that  vicinity,  his  farm 
being  now  included  within  the  city  limits.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Punchard,  a native  of  that  lo- 
cality, and  their  remaining  years  were  spent  at 
their  homestead. 

William  Bradley,  the  only  son  of  this  worthy 
couple,  was  born  on  the  farm  at  New  Haven,  in 
1804,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tanner  and  currier,  which  he  followed  throughout 
life.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  re- 
ligious faith  he  and  his  estimable  wife  were  Meth- 
odists. In  1826  he  married  Miss  Caroline  Mun- 
son, a native  of  Stratford,  this  county,  and  a 
descendant  of  an  old  English  family.  She  was 
one  of  thirteen  children,  and  her  father,  Isaac 
Munson,  and  all  of  her  brothers,  were  sea-faring 
men.  William  Bradley  died  at  his  home  at  New 
Haven  in  1874,  and  his  wife  passed  away  Decem- 
ber 28,  1872.  They  had  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren, of  whom  six  lived  to  adult  age:  Abram 
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P.,  our  subject;  William,  a mechanic  in  the  rail- 
road shops  at  New  Haven;  Catharine,  wife  of 
Philando  Armstrong;  Emeline,  who  married 
Frank  Harris,  a wholesale  liquor  dealer;  Mary, 
who  married  Albert  Ramsdell,  a carriagemaker; 
and  Caroline,  wife  of  Leaman  Anthony.  All  ex- 
cept our  subject  are  residents  of  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Bradley  was  born  March  6,  1 827,  at  the 
old  home  in  New  Haven,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood. He  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and, 
in  1848,  went  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  but  a year 
later  he  returned  home.  Soon  afterward  he  es- 
tablished himself  in  business  in  Newtown,  this 
county,  and  in  1852  he  removed  to  Birmingham 
(now  known  as  Derby),  where  he  remained  about 
twenty  years.  In  1872  he  located  in  Shelton, 
and  until  his  retirement  he  carried  on  his  trade 
successfully  there.  While  he  is  not  a politician 
in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term,  he  takes  an  in- 
telligent interest  in  the  questions  of  the  day,  and 
is  a supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  In  1851 
he  married  Miss  Caroline  Hubbell,  daughter  of 
Lewis  Hubbell,  a prominent  agriculturist  of  the 
town  of  Huntington.  Two  sons  were  born  of 
this  union:  Adelbert,  formerly  a piano  maker  in 
Derby,  who  is  now  serving  as  deputy  sheriff  of 
New  Haven  county;  and  William,  a silversmith 
in  Wallingford,  Conn.  The  family  is  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Brad- 
ley has  been  an  active  member  for  many  years. 


LBERT  HAMILTON  EMERY,  the  distin- 
guished inventor,  now  residing  at  Stam- 
ford, Fairfield,  Co.,  Conn.,  is  a descendant  of 
an  old  English  family,  and  belongs  to  the  eighth 
generation  in  direct  descent  from  John  Emery, 
the  head  of  the  American  branch,  who  was 
prominent  among  the  early  settlers  at  Newbury, 
Massachusetts. 

John  Emery  was  born  Sept.  29,  1598,  at 
Romsey,  Hants,  England,  the  son  of  John  and 
Agnes  Emery,  and  had  a younger  brother,  An- 
thony, born  at  Hants,  who  came  to  America 
with  him;  he  also  settled  at  Newbury,  but  later 
removed  to  Kittery,  Maine.  John  Emery  sailed 
for  America  on  April  3,  1635,  in  the  ship 
“James,”  of  London,  landing  at  Boston  on  June 
3 of  the  same  year,  and  immediately  located  at 
Newbury,  where  he  had  a grant  of  one-half  acre 
of  land,  being  one  of  ninety-one  freeholders.  He 
seems  to  have  been  a man  of  liberal  mind  and 
independent  character,  as  on  March  16,  1663, 
he  was  brought  before  the  court  at  Ipswich! 
Mass.,  by  Henry  Jaques,  constable  of  Newbury, 
on  the  charge  of  entertaining  travelers  [Quakers.] 
On  May  5th  of  that  year  the  case  was  referred  to 


the  next  term  of  court,  and  when  it  came  to  trial 
Mr.  Emery  was  fined  four  pounds  sterling,  with 
the  costs  and  fees,  “for  entertaining  strangers." 
The  evidence  given  was  to  the  effect  “yttwo 
men,  Quakers,  wr  entertained  very  kindly  to  bed 
and  table  and  John  Emmerie  shok  ym  by  ye 
hand  and  bid  ym  welcome.”  Also,  “that  the 
witness  heard  John  Emery  and  his  wife  say  ‘ that 
he  had  entertained  Quakers  and  that  he  would 
not  put  them  from  his  house,’  and  used  argument 
for  the  lawfulness  of  it.”  In  May,  1663,  John 
Emery  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  the  re- 
mission of  his  fine,  the  paper  being  signed  by  the 
selectmen  of  his  town  and  fifty  of  the  citizens, 
but  the  request  was  denied.  This  sturdy  pioneer 
was  also  active  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  Robert 
Pike,  refusing  to  recognize  the  authority  of  the 
court  to  deprive  him  and  his  neighbors  of  the 
right  of  petition.  He  was  married  in  England 

to  Mary , who  died  in  Newbury,  April  — , 

1649,  leaving  one  son,  John,  and  two  daughters. 
On  October  29,  1650,  he  married,  for  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Webster,  nie  Shotswell, 
widow  of  John  Webster,  of  Ipswich;  by  her  he 
had  one  son,  Jonathan.  John  Emery  died  in 
Newbury,  Nov.  3,  1683;  his  wife  died  April  28, 

,694-  . . , 

II.  Jonathan  Emery,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent,  was  born  at  Newbury.  Mass.,  May  13. 
1652,  and  on  December  3,  1675,  he  was  “im- 
pressed ” as  a soldier  in  the  British  army  for 
King  Philip’s  war.  On  the  19th  of  the  same 
month,  at  the  famous  battle  of  Narragansett,  he 
was  wounded  in  the  shoulder.  On  November 
29,  1676.  he  married  Mary  Woodman,  daughter 
of  Edward  Woodman,  and  they  had  ten  children, 
of  whom  John,  the  second  child,  was  the  ancestor 
of  our  subject. 

III.  John  Emery  was  born  in  1678,  and  was 
married  in  February,  1705,  to  Hannah  Morse, 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Joanna  Morse.  They 
had  nine  children,  of  whom  their  son,  Joshua, 
was  the  second. 

IV.  Joshua  Emery  was  born  March  21,1 7°9> 
and  was  married  March  28,  1728,  to  Sarah  Smith, 
by  whom  he  had  six  children,  the  eldest  being  a 
son,  John. 

V.  John  Emery  was  born  January  6,  1 729» 
and  died  January  7,  1764.  He  was  married  at 
Haverhill,  Mass.,  on  January  24,  175 1— 52*  t0 
Abigail  Webster,  and  they  had  four  children, 
their  third  son  being  named  Joshua. 

VI.  Joshua  Emery,  our  subject’s  grandfa- 
ther, was  born  at  Haverhill,  March  14,  1 7 57-  an“ 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  war  en- 
gaged in  the  struggle  for  freedom,  taking  part  in 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  On  January  21,  1 7^ 1 » 
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be  was  married,  in  Walpole,  N.  H.,  to  Ruth 
Nott.  by  whom  be  had  eight  children,  and  his 
death  occurred  January  6,  1832. 

VII.  Samuel  Emery,  the  sixth  child  of 
Joshua  and  Ruth  (Nott)  Emery,  was  born  July 
14, 1792,  in  New  Hampshire,  and  took  up  his 
home  at  Mexico,  Oswego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  at  an  early 
day,  there  being  only  three  houses  in  the  place 
at  that  time.  His  remaining  years  were  spent 
there,  his  death  occurring  January  24,  1 866.  He 
was  first  married,  on  January  2,  1820,  to  Cath- 
erine Shepard,  who  was  born  at  Alstead,  N.  H., 
August  19,  1795,  and  died  July  27,  1854.  By 
this  union  he  had  nine  children — six  sons  and 
three  daughters— and  by  his  second  wife,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Sparrowhawk,  whom  he  wedded  in  Oc- 
tober, 1856,  he  bad  one  daughter, 

,^bert  Emery,  the  subject  proper 
ol  these  lines,  was  the  second  youngest  of  the 
nine  children  of  Samuel  rind  Catherine  Emery, 
and  was  born  June  21,  1834.  at  the  old  home  in 
•Mexico,  N.  Y.  His  boyhood  was  spent  upon  a 
larm,  and  after  completing  the  course  of  study 
ofiered  inthe  district  schools  near  his  home  he 
attended  the  academy  at  Mexico  for  two  terms, 
making  a specialty  of  surveying.  He  practiced 

ine  uear  his  home  (or  two  years.  dur- 

adioini^r  ^ t3,Ught  a district  sch°o1  ^ an 
T °r  °nr  "!onths ’ He  was  then 
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^ tl0D  almos‘  every  working  day 


the  year  round.  The  volumes  now  (1898)  num- 
ber nineteen,  with  two  others  in  press.  The 
work  consists  in  testing  materials  for  construc- 
tion, giving  the  tension  or  compression  and  the 
stress  or  load  up  to  eight  hundred  thousand 
pounds.  The  specimens,  which  are  chiefly 
metal,  vary  in  length  from  one  inch  to  thirty 
feet  and  in  thickness  from  that  of  a hair  to  that 
of  a bridge  column.  In  1 892  the  reports  showed 
over  fourteen  thousand  specimens  then  tested 
which  weighed  in  the  aggregate  more  than  three 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  the  constant  work 
since  that  time  has  greatly  increased  the  number. 
In  1881,  at  the  fair  of  the  Massachusetts  Char- 
itable Mechanical  Association,  which  was  attended 
by  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  people,  nu- 
merous prizes  were  offered,  including  fifteen  hun- 
dred diplomas,  six  hundred  silver  medals,  fifty  gold 
medals  (the  blank  metal  in  the  latter  costing 
$32.50  each),  and  one  grand  medal  of  honor, 
said  to  have  cost  $500.00,  the  only  one  ever 
awarded  by  the  Society,  and  which  was  offered 
on  this  occasion  for  ‘ ‘ the  exhibit  most  conducive 
to  human  welfare.”  This  valuable  and  signifi- 
cant prize  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Emery  for'  the 
testing  machine  mentioned  above,  by  a special 
committee  of  seven  appointed  by  and  from  the 
American  Association  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and 
the  same  machine  gained  the  gold  medal  awarded 
for  1 • the  best  scientific  apparatus.  ” 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Emery  was  for  six 
months  employed  as  an  assistant  of  General  Rich- 
ard Delafield,  then  in  charge  of  the  fortifications 
of  New  York  State,  including  those  of  New  York 
harbor.  On  resigning  from  this  position  Mr. 
Emery  spent  two  years  and  a half  in  experiment- 
ing upon  ordnance,  projectiles  and  fuses,  and 
during  that  time  he  secured  several  patents  in 
this  country  and  Europe,  which  embodies  some 
of  the  results  of  his  investigations.  In  the  course 
of  these  experiments  he  made  and  fired  a great 
number  and  variety  of  projectiles  of  different 
sizes  and  construction.  At  present  he  has  about 
thirty  applications  pending  in  the  Patent  Office 
at  Washington  pertaining  to  ordnance,  fuses,  cart- 
ridges, projectiles,  and  gun  carriages,  and  he  is 
now  building  for  the  government  a twelve-inch 
disappearing  gun  carriage,  which  raises  a fifty- 
two-ton  gun  fourteen  feet,  from  loading  to  firing 
position.  The  Charge  for  this  gun  is  a thousand 
pound  projectile  and  486  pounds  of  brown  per- 
forated powder,  over  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds  of  ammunition  being  required  for  the  gun 
in  testing  this  carriage.  From  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  gun  above  the  parapet  the  time  oc- 
cupied in  reaching  position,  firing  and  retreating 
out  of  sight  is  only  from  six  to  ten  seconds.  The 
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o\ eminent  contract  for  this  carriage  and  its 
toumhitions  amounted  to  $120,000,  with  $20,000 
additional  for  the  testing,  which  is  expected  to 
cover  seventy  rounds  of  projectiles  and  over  thir- 
ty thousand  pounds  of  powder. 

On  March  3,  1875,  Mr.  Emery  was  married, 
at  Westmoreland.  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Mrs. 
Fannie  B.  Myers,  who  was  born  September  1, 
1839.  Their  only  son,  Albert  H.,  Jr.,  born  Au- 
gust 25,  1876,  was  graduated  from  Cornell  Uni- 
versity, June  16,1898,  with  thedegreeof  Mechan- 
ical Engineer.  While  at  the  University  he  was 
a member  of  Sibley  College,  which  had  450 
students  in  1898,  and  he  was  awarded  the  fifth 
Sibley  prize  for  proficiency  in  mechanical  arts. 
There  were  five  prizes  given,  and  he  received  one 
of  the  two  which  went  to  the  graduating  class. 
He  will  be  engaged  with  his  father  in  work  in 
connection  with  guns  and  gun  carriages  for  the 
government.  Of  the  many  secret  societies  con- 
nected with  the  University,  the  Sigma  XI  (Si)  is 
the  most  popular  and  exclusive,  and  elects  an- 
nually a very  few  of  the  graduating  class  and  a 
few  of  the  professors,  only  those  of  highest  stand- 
ing, and  Mr.  Emery  was  honored  by  election  to 
its  membership,  in  May,  1898.  His  thesis,  which 
covered  600  hours’  work,  in  connection  with  the 
testing  of  the  resistances  of  bicycle  tires,  chains 
and  gears,  was  very  highly  commended  by  the 
Pope  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Emery  had  one 
daughter,  Margaret  King  Myers,  who  was  mar- 
ried December  31,  1896,  to  George  A.  Clyde,  of 
Rome,  N,  Y.,  of  the  firm  of  Clyde  & Coleman, 
manufacturers  of  electric  wire.  The  family  is 
prominent  in  social  life,  and  is  identified  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Stamford.  Mr 
Emery  is  connected  with  various  scientific  organi- 
zations, including  the  American  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science,  and  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  his  high 
attainments  have  brought  him  into  fellowship 
with  the  leading  scientists  in  all  parts  of  the 
world. 


JfOHN  DAYTON.  There  are  men  in  some 
fortunate  communities  whose  deeds  and  vari- 
ous interests  in  life  are  seemingly  inwrought 
in  the  very  fiber  of  that  communal  existence 
whose  memory  is  instinctively  recalled  at  men- 
tion of  such  and  such  a city  or  village.  It  is  in 
a manner  akin  to  this  that  the  name  of  John 
Dayton  is  associated  with  the  history  of  Green- 
wich, Conn.  For  forty-six  years  he  has  been 
one  of  its  prominent  business  men,  and,  for  forty- 


six  years  and  longer,  his  influence  has  been  di- 
rected in  an  almost  incalculable  degree  to  its  up- 
building and  advancement. 

Mr.  Dayton  is  one  of  the  third  generation 
that  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
history  of  Greenwich.  His  grandfather,  David 
Dayton,  a tanner  and  currier  by  occupation,  and 
also  a boot  and  shoe  maker  by  trade,  toward  the 
close  of  the  last  century  settled  in  the  town  of 
Greenwich.  The  family,  however,  extends  far 
back  into  an  early  American  history.  In  1640 
two  brothers,  Ralph  and  Robert  Dayton,  emi- 
grated from  England  and  settled  in  East  Hamp- 
ton, Long  Island.  John  Dayton  is  the  lineal 
descendant  of  Ralph  Dayton.  The  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  Jesse  Dayton,  who  was 
born  in  1735.  It  was  David  Dayton,  the  son  of 
Jesse  Dayton,  who  became  the  pioneer  settler  of 
the  name  in  Fairfield  county,  Conn.  David 
Dayton  was  born  at  East  Hampton,  Long  Island, 
in  1761.  He  was  married  January  21,  1789,  to 
Elizabeth  Osborne,  who  was  born  at  East  Hamp- 
ton, Long  Island,  in  1778.  The  six  children  of 
David  and  Elizabeth  (Osborne)  Dayton  were  as 
follows:  Betsey,  who  was  born  November  9, 
1790,  married  Jonah  Brundage,  and  died  in  New 
York;  Jacob,  born  March  10,  1797,  a farmer  by 
occupation  and  for  some  time  constable,  died  in 
Greenwich;  Sarah,  born  July  26,  1795,  married 
William  Wood,  and  died  in  Greenwich;  David, 
father  of  our  subject,  born  March  6,  1798;  Amy, 
born  February  3,  1800,  married  B.  Rundell,  and 
died  at  North  Castle,  N.  Y. ; Mehitable,  born 
June  21,  1802,  died  unmarried.  David  Dayton, 
the  grandfather,  died  January  23,  1838,  aged 
seventy-three  years;  his  wife  died  April  10,  1837, 
aged  sixty-one  years. 

David  Dayton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  in 
his  youth  received  only  the  education  afforded 
by  the  district  schools.  On  March  6,  1827.  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Brush,  a native  of  Greenwich,  and 
a daughter  of  Edward  Brush.  He  had  adopted 
the  quiet  vocation  of  farming,  to  which  he  was 
devoted  throughout  his  life.  Politically  he  was 
a Democrat  of  the  school  of  Jackson  and  Jeffer- 
son. He  neither  sought  nor  accepted  political 
position,  but  was  content  to  devote  his  energies 
at  home,  farm  and  church,  and  in  the  latter  con- 
nection he  and  his  wife  were  consistent  and  de- 
vout members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  practiced  the  virtues  of  industry,  kindness 
and  justice,  and  bequeathed  to  his  children  the 
legacy  of  a spotless  name  and  the  example  of  a 
blameless  and  active  life,  mellowed  by  affection 
and  kindly  sympathy.  The  mother  died  Sep- 
tember 20,  1863,  and  the  father  on  January  26, 
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J872.  A brief  record  of  the  seven  children  of 
David  and  Elizabeth  (Brush)  Dayton  is  as  fol- 
lows: John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
February  5,  1828;  Sarah  (Mrs.  George  Selleck), 
born  February  15,  1830;  Charles,  born  Decem- 
ber 4,  1832,  died  in  Greenwich;  Henry,  born 
September  10,  1834,  is  connected  with  the  Amer- 
ican Fire  Insurance  Company;  Mary  E.,  born 
December  28,  1836,  married  Solomon  Mead, 
and  died  in  1897;  David  O.,  born  February  23, 
1840,  died  in  New  York;  George  H.  (the  youngest 
child),  born  August  22,  1842,  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  10th  Conn.  V.  I. , and  served  during  the 
Civil  war,  participating  in  several  engagements; 
he  was  shot  through  the  right  lung  at  the  battle 
of  Newbern. 

John  Dayton  spent  the  first  eighteen  years  of 
his  life  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  as  the  eldest 
son  the  burden  of  its  cultivation  was  shared  largely 
by  him.  During  the  winter  months  he  attended 
the  district  schools,  which  were  the  old-fash- 
ioned kind.  The  building  had  slab  seats  and 
similar  rude  appliances.  Jesse  Lounsbury,  a 
characteristic  schoolmaster  of  his  day,  was  his 
first  teacher,  and  lingers  deep  in  the  memories  of 
his  many  pupils.  When  eighteen  years  of  age 
John  Dayton  resolved  to  learn  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  with  the  aim  of  finally  attaining  a mer- 
cantile career.  He  began  an  apprenticeship  un- 
der George  Sherwood,  for  six  years  served  faith- 
fully at  the  bench,  and  acquired  the  trade  thor- 
oughly. His  next  step  was  to  open  in  Green- 
wich a boot  and  shoe  store,  which  he  did  in  the 
spring  of  1852,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years, 
and  has  continued  the  business,  thus  auspiciously 
begun,  without  interruption,  during  the  past 
forty-six  years,  being  to-day  the  oldest  mer- 
chant in  Greenwich.  He  has  not  confined  his 
attention,  however,  to  this  mercantile  pursuit. 
From  time  to  time,  as  the  village  grew  and 
changed  in  character  and  aims,  and  different 
public  enterprises  were  suggested,  there  were 
various  public  improvements  demanded,  all  call- 
ing for  public-spirited  and  leading  citizens  to  ad- 
vocate and  support.  To  this  material  advance- 
ment of  the  community  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  a citizen  who  has  contributed  so  largely  as 
John  Dayton. 

Mr.  Dayton  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Greenwich  Water  Company,  and  one  of  the  first 
to  suggest  a Site  for  its  reservoir,  he  and  E.  C. 
Benedict  making  the  first  preliminary  survey 
which  determined  its  location.  The  first  water 
used  for  domestic  purposes  was  turned  into  Mr. 
Dayton’s  home,  and  one  year  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  company  he  took  charge  and  has 
since  been  its  superintendent.  He  was  one  of 


the  founders  of  the  Greenwich  Savings  Bank, 
and  has  been  its  first  vice-president  from  the  date 
of  its  organization.  He  is  a prominent  member 
of  the  Greenwich  Board  of  Trade. 

In  politics  Mr.  Dayton  has  been  a Democrat, 
and  he  has  frequently  been  honored  by  the  suf- 
frages of  his  fellow  citizens.  For  twenty-six 
years  he  has  served  as  constable,  while  for  six 
years  he  has  been  deputy  sheriff;  was  warden  of 
the  borough  for  several  years,  and  assessor  for 
many  years.  During  President  Johnson's  admin- 
istration he  was  postmaster.  He  was  elected  to 
the  State  Legislature  for  1870  and  1871,  and 
served  both  years  with  credit  and  distinction. 
He  has  frequently  been  a delegate  to  the  local 
County  and  State  Conventions,  and  has  for  half 
a century  been  regarded  as  a leader  of  his  party. 

Mr.  Dayton  was  marrried  September  9, 1851, 
to  Miss  Matilda  Selleck,  daughter  of  Shadrack 
and  Anice  (Waterbury)  Selleck,  and  a native  of 
Stamford,  Conn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dayton  have  one 
child,  Mary  Frances,  whose  home  is  with  her 
parents.  In  1895  he  erected  his  elegant  home 
on  Field  Point  road,  Greenwich. 

Throughout  the  long  and  active  business  ca- 
reer of  Mr.  Dayton  there  is  one  fact  that  stands 
conspicuous:  it  is  that  no  taint  or  suspicion  of 
dishonesty  has  ever  been  attached  to  his  name. 
Even  through  the  passion  of  political  strife,  when 
men  too  often  take  unwarranted  liberties  with 
reputation,  he  has  passed  unscathed.  Mr.  Day- 
ton  has  been  universally  respected,  and  his  polit- 
ical enemies  have  been  his  warm  personal 
friends.  In  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term  he  has 
been  a self-made  man.  His  judgment  has  been 
keen  and  unerring,  and  the  general  recognition 
of  this  fact  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives 
gives  unusual  weight  to  his  opinion  in  business 
affairs.  Mr.  Dayton  has  attained  the  age  of 
three-score  years  and  ten.  If  the  records  did 
not  show  it,  the  observer  would  be  deceived,  for 
Mr.  Dayton  is  exceptionally  well  preserved,  both 
in  physical  and  mental  powers.  He  is  still  active 
in  business  affairs,  for  he  belongs  to  the  hardy 
and  long-lived  race  of  his  forefathers. 


LEVI  CURTIS,  (deceased.)  The  Curtis 

1 family  has  long  been  prominent  in  the  town 

of  Stratford,  and  the  old  homestead  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir  is  one  of  the  noted  Colonial 
estates.  The  present  dwelling  house  has  been 
occupied  by  succeeding  generations  of  the  Curtis 
family  for  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  and  the  farm  has  been  in  their  possession 
since  the  settlement  of  that  part  of  the  town, 
this  being  the  second  house  erected  by  them  on 
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the  premises.  Elizabeth  Curtis  (a  widow)  came 
with  the  first  settlers,  from  Massachusetts,  ac- 
companied by  two  sons,  William  and  John,  and 
our  subject  was  of  the  seventh  generation  in  de- 
scent from  this  honored  pioneer,  who  braved 
the  dangers  of  the  wilderness  in  order  to  establish 
a home  for  herself  and  her  children. 

II.  William  Curtis  married,  and  had  nine 

children:  Sarah,  born  in  1642;  Nathan,  1644; 

Joshua,  1646;  Abigail,  1650;  Daniel,  1652;  Eliz- 
abeth, 1653;  Ebenezer,  1657;  Zachariah,  1659, 
and  Josiah,  1662. 

III.  Josiah  Curtis,  the  next  in  the  line  of 

descent  in  which  we  are  now  interested,  was 
married  in  1692  to  Miss  Judson,  by  whom  he  had 
two  children:  William,  born  September  22, 

1693,  and  Abigail,  February  28,  1696.  By  his  sec- 
ond wife.  Mary , he  had  nine  children:  Eu- 

nice, born  August  1,  1699;  Abraham,  May  10, 
1701 ; Benjamin,  December  25,  1704;  Peter,  April 
i,  1707;  Josiah,  January  6,  1708;  Mary,  July  25, 
1711;  Matthew,  December  1,  1712;  and  Charles 
and  Mehitabel  (twins),  born  January  1,  1716. 
Josiah  Curtis,  father  of  these  children,  died  in 
1745- 

IV.  Abraham  Curtis  was  married  in  1724 

to  Elizabeth  Webb,  who  died  in  1770,  and  bis 
own  death  occurred  in  1779.  They  had  two 
children:  Stephen,  who  is  mentioned  below; 

and  Elizabeth,  born  November  25,  1729,  who 
married  Tomlinson,  of  Huntington  town- 

ship. 

V.  Stephen  Curtis  was  born  June  3,  1727, 

and  died  May  8,  1806.  He  was  married  in  1746 
to  his  first  wife,  Jerusha  Gould,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  Abraham,  born  in  1746.  In  1750  he 
was  married  from  the  present  residence  of  the 
family  to  Sarah  Judson,  and  the  following  child- 
ren were  born  of  the  union:  Jerusha,  August  1, 

1751;  Abraham,  February  6,  1754;  Stephen  J., 
July  5,  1757;  Stephen  (2),  October  30,  1760; 
Sarah,  August  4,  1763;  Bette,  February  6,  1767; 
Phoebe,  September  6,  1769,  and  Levi. 

VI.  Levi  Curtis,  our  subject’s  father,  was 

born  May  26,  1772,  and  died  February  21,  1854. 
On  January  28,  1795,  he  married  Elizabeth  Uf- 
ford  (or  Uffoot),  who  died  May  13,  1853.  They 
had  ten  children:  Stephen,  born  November  19, 

1795;  Elbert,  June  27.  1797;  Phoebe,  April  8, 
1799;  Willis,  October  28,  1801;  Sarah,  January 
26,  1804  (she  married  Isaac  Wells,  father  of 
Charles  C.  Wells);  Levi,  our  subject;  Betsy,  born 
May  26,  1808;  one  that  died  in  infancy  un- 
named; Charles  B.,  born  August  17,  1811 ; and 
Cornelia,  born  May  15,  1815. 

VII.  Levi  Curtis,  our  subject,  was  born 
April  11,  1806,  and  became  one  of  the  prominent 


citizens  of  Stratford  in  his  day.  Politically  he 
was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and  he 
was  frequently  chosen  by  his  fellow  townsmen 
to  offices  of  responsibility  and  trust.  Like  all  of 
his  ancestors  from  pioneer  times,  he  followed 
farming  as  an  occupation,  and  he  died  June  7, 
1874,  at  the  old  Curtis  homestead,  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  town.  On  September  26,  1836, 
he  married  Miss  Jerusha  Lewis,  daughter  of  Eli 
W.  Lewis,  and  granddaughter  of  Eli  Lewis,  both 
well-known  residents  of  Stratford.  She  survived 
him  eleven  years,  her  death  occurring  October 
14,  1885.  Their  two  daughters.  Misses  Celia 
and  Cornelia  Curtis,  now  reside  at  the  old  Jud- 
son homestead,  on  Academy  Hill,  where  the  ma- 
ternal great-grandmother,  Sarah  Judson,  was 
born. 


MEZEKIAH  BANKS,  a venerable  and  highly 

esteemed  resident  of  Fairfield  township,  has 

been  for  many  years  prominently  identified  with 
the  best  interests  of  that  locality,  and  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-seven  years  (April  8,  1 899) 
he  keeps  fully  in  sympathy  with  the  progressive 
movements  of  the  time.  He  derives  his  vigor  of 
mind  and  body  from  a hardy,  long-lived  pioneer 
race,  of  whom  a writer  has  said,  “Longevity, 
honesty,  industry  and  frugality  are  prominent  in 
this  line  of  settlers."  Two  districts  in  Fairfield 
township  are  named  in  their  honor,  the  Banks 
North  and  the  Banks  South  districts.  As  the 
family  is  a noted  one  in  this  section,  the  follow- 
ing review  of  the  earlier  generations  will  furnish 
an  appropriate  introduction  to  his  own  history. 

I.  John  Banks,  a lawyer,  and  Englishman 
by  birth,  was  the  first  of  the  name  to  locate  in 
this  county,  and  purchased  land  in  Fairfield 
township  in  1649.  He  had  previously  spent 
some  years  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
town  clerk  in  1643,  and  on  removing  to  Fairfield 
he  at  once  took  a leading  part  in  the  affairs  of 
the  colony,  serving  from  1651  to  1666  as  repre- 
sentative in  the  General  Assembly.  Later  he 
settled  at  Rye,  N.  Y.,  and  from  1670  to  1673  he 
represented  that  town  in  the  Colony  Assembly. 
While  residing  in  Wethersfield  he  married  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Taintor. 

II.  Benjamin  Banks,  a son  of  the  pioneer, 
was  born  August  7,  1703,  and  died  May  19,  1805, 
having  attained  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  two 
years.  He  had  three  sons — Benjamin,  Jonathan 
and  Hezekiah. 

III.  Hezekiah  Banks,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  in  Easton  township, 
this  county,  and  his  remains  were  interred  there. 
His  wife,  Sarah  Couch,  was  a native  of  Greens 
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Farms,  and  of  their  eight  children  nearly  all 
lived  and  died  in  this  county.  Hezekiah,  our 
subject's  father,  is  mentioned  below;  Sturgis  was 
a resident  of  Easton  township;  Jessup,  a sur- 
veyor and  justice  of  the  peace,  died  in  Bridge- 
port, February  2,  1863,  aged  seventy-two  years; 
Walter,  a resident  of  Easton,  died  March  19. 
1887,  in  his  ninety-fourth  year;  Mary  married 
Sherwood  Seeley,  and  died  January  4,  1879,  in 
Easton,  aged  ninety-six  and  one-half  years;  Sarah 
(Mrs.  Joseph  Hill)  died  in  Sullivan  county,  N,  Y., 
September  8,  1868,  in  her  ninety-third  year; 
Patta  (Mrs.  John  Staples)  died  in  April,  1858,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight;  and.  Arity  (Mrs.  Will- 
iam Nichols)  died  in  early  womanhood. 

IV.  Hezekiah  Banks,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  Dec.  12,  1 777,  in  what  is  now 
Easton  township,  and  became  a successful  farmer 
in  that  locality,  acquiring  a handsome  compe- 
tence. He  was  a powerful  man,  of  robust  phy- 
sique, while  he  possessed  an  excellent  mind,  and 
was  generally  respected  for  his  sterling' qualities 
of  character.  While  he  was  not  an  office  seeker 
he  was  a strong  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  in  religious  faith  he'was  a Congrega- 
tionalism belonging  to  the  old  Church  in  Easton 
township.  He  had  a firm  will,  and  as  a disci- 
plinarian was  strict  and  determined.  He  died 
October  6,  1872,  in  his  ninety-fifth  year,  at  the 
old  homestead,  where  he  had  resided  throughout 
his  married  life,  which  extended  over  a period 
of  nearly  sixty-six  years.  His  wife,  Ruhamah 
Betts,  to  whom  he  was  married  December  30, 
1806,  was  born  September  4,  1785,  near  Green- 
field, Conn.,  the  daughter  of  Moses  and  Mary 
(Gregory)  Betts  (Moses  Betts  died  February  19, 
1818,  aged  sixty-three  years,  and  Mary,  his  wife, 
died  March  4,  1861,  aged  ninety-seven  years  and 
eight  months),  and  her  death  occurred  February 
12,  1875,  when  she  was  in  her  ninetieth  year, 
her  remains  being  interred  beside  those  of  her 
husband  in  Easton  cemetery.  This  worthy  cou- 
ple had  six  children:  (1)  William,  born  April  24, 
1808,  became  a farmer  in  Fairfield  township, 
where  he  died  September  26,  1882,  leaving  two 
children  — Moses  E.,  of  Stratfield,  and  Eliza  M., 
widow  of  Minot  Tuttle,  of  Bridgeport.  (2)  Mary 
S.,  born  November  9,  1809,  married  Ezra  Peet, 
and  died  December  29,  1889,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren— Frank  B.,  in  Bridgeport,  and  Sarah  E., 
now  Mrs.  Henry  S.  Knapp,  of  Fairfield.  (3) 
Hezekiah.  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below.  (4)  Eliza  G.,  born  October  15,  1815, 
died  April  2,  1896,  unmarried.  (5)  Moses  B., 
born  April  2.  1819,  resides  in  Greenfield,  and  has 
two  children  — Sarah  and  Lizzie.  (6)  Sarah  A., 
born  January  26,  1822,  died  July  4,  1834,  and 


is  remembered  as  a remarkably  bright  and  clever 
child. 

V.  Hezekiah  Banks,  our  subject,  was  born 
April  8,  1812,  in  what  is  now  Easton  township, 
then  Weston,  and  was  reared  as  a farmer  boy, 
being  taught  to  work  as  soon  as  his  strength  per- 
mitted him  to  assist  on’  the  farm.  His 
schooling  was  limited  to  a few  months  in  each 
winter,  and  although  eighty  years  have  passed 
since  he  sat  in  the  old  log  school  building  as  a 
pupil  he  vividly  recalls  the  incidents  of  his  school 
life,  and  the  rude  furnishings  of  the  room  with 
its  slab  seats  and  open  fireplace,  at  which  the 
scholars  were  allowed  to  warm  themselves  during 
the  school  hours  on  asking  permission  from  the 
teacher.  Among  his  early  instructors  were 
Moses  Burr,  Hezekiah  Bulkley  and  Burr  Wake- 
man.  When  sixteen  years  old  he  left  home  to 
serve  an  apprenticeship  with  his  uncle,  William 
Nichols,  a shoemaker  at  Greenfield.  He  in- 
tended to  remain  five  years,  his  wages  being  $15 
per  year  and  his  shoes;  but  a short  time  before 
the  expiration  of  his  term,  his  health  failed  and 
he  gave  up  the  work  for  a while.  He  was  a 
careful  workman,  capable  of  making  the  finest 
goods  then  known  to  the  trade,  and  the  first  pair 
of  boots  that  he  ever  wore  were  made  by  himself. 
On  resuming  his  work  he  was  employed  as  a 
journeyman  at  $10  per  month,  first  at  Southport 
and  later  at  Norwalk. 

When  twenty-one  years  old  he  decided  to  go 
into  business  for  himself,  and,  as  he  had  saved 
about  $75,  he  went  to  New  York  City  to 
secure  his  stock,  making  the  trip  from  South- 
port  in  a sloop  market  boat,  commanded  by 
Capt.  Seth  Bulkley.  He  purchased  leather, 
lasts  and  other  necessaries,  and  opened  a shop 
at  Greenfield  Hill  in  the  residence  of  his  uncle, 
Moses  Betts,  his  first  customer  being  Dr.  Blake- 
man.  As  time  passed  and  his  trade  increased 
his  uncle  built  a small  shop  for  him,  where  he 
conducted  a profitable  business  for  several 
years.  He  then  formed  a partnership  with  Aaron 
Jennings  and  engaged  in  business  at  Southport, 
the  work  of  the  shop  being  in  his  charge  while 
Mr.  Jennings  gave  his  attention  to  the  meat  busi- 
ness. As  Mr.  Banks  found  his  health  failing 
again,  he  retired  from  the  firm  after  one  year,  but 
on  his  recovery  he  began  filling  special  orders  for 
fine  shoes  and  boots  from  Westport,  doing  the 
work  at  home.  In  1837  he  bought  eighteen 
acres  of  land  in  Fairfield  township  from  Ephraim 
Middlebrooks,  and  to  this  he  has  added  from 
time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  a fine  homestead, 
having  resided  there  for  more  than  sixty  years. 
He  built  a shop  on  the  farm  and  there  followed  his 
trade  for  a time,  but  as  his  agricultural  interests 
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increased  he  devoted  his  time  to  them  entirely. 
He  has  met  with  good  success  financially,  as  he 
now  possesses  a comfortable  competence  as  the 
reward  of  his  industry,  and  he  has  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  that  it  has  been  gained  by  strictly 
honest  methods.  At  seventy-five  he  was  still 
working,  keeping  pace  with  the  young  men  in  a 
day’s  work,  but  of  late  years  he  has  permitted 
himself  to  rest,  leaving  the  active  labor  to  others. 
Throughout  his  life  he  has  taken  keen  interest  in 
politics,  although  he  was  never  an  office  seeker, 
and  since  he  attained  his  majority  he  has  not 
missed  a Presidential  election,  having  voted  for 
every  Whig  or  Republican  President  since  Andrew 
Jackson.  He  is  one  of  the  “pillars”  of  the 
Greenfield  Congregational  Church,  with  which 
he  united  in  1842,  on  the  Sabbath  previous  to 
the  ordination  of  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Sturgis.  Dur- 
ing all  these  years  he  has  given  liberally  to  the 
support  of  the  society  and  its  work,  and  he  has 
helped  to  build  two  churches,  an  academy  and  a 
parsonage. 

On  May  20.  1838,  Mr.  Banks  married  Miss 
Abby  Williams,  who  was  born  November  22, 
1815,  daughter  of  David  and  Olive  (Treadwell) 
Williams,  well-known  residents  of  Easton.  She 
died  March  5,  1892,  after  fifty-four  years  of  hap- 
py wedded  life,  and  her  remains  now  rest  in  Oak 
Lawn  cemetery,  in  Fairfield  township.  As  an 
earnest  Christian  she  left  a memory  which  is  an 
inspiration  in  her  family,  and  among  the  large 
circle  of  friends  connected  with  Greenfield  Con- 
gregational Church,  of  which  she  was  a devout 
member.  Four  children  were  born  of  this  mar- 
riage, three  of  whom  are  living:  (1)  George  W., 
born  July  n,  1839,  is  a Congregational  minister, 
and  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Church  at  Guil- 
ford, Conn.,  for  twenty-five  years.  (2)  Henry 
W.,  born  September  15,  1841,  died  February  8, 
1896;  he  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  was  re- 
spected among  his  associates,  being  especially 
active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Southport,  in  which  he 
held  the  office  of  deacon.  (3)  Dwight  M.,  born 
March  14,  1847,  is  engaged  in  farming  at  Green- 
field Hill,  and  is  a deacon  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Greenfield  Hill.  (4)  Carrie  A.,  born 
April  1,  1855,  married  Simeon  Pease,  of  Tru- 
mansburg,  N.  Y. , but  now  of  Greenfield  Hill. 


MON.  JOSEPH  G.  HYATT,  ex-member  of 

the  State  Legislature  from  Fairfield  county, 

an  educator  of  note  and  an  official  for  years  in 
the  town  of  Westport,  where  he  has  been  prom- 
inent both  in  public  and  social  life,  is  a native  of 
the  town,  born  September  19,  1852. 


Gilbert  Hyatt  (his  grandfather)  was  engaged 
in  farming  operations  throughout  his  lifetime. 
His  wife  was  Miss  Julia  St.  John,  of  Norwalk, 
and  shortly  after  their  marriage  they  settled  in 
that  town,  and  there  reared  a family  of  several 
children,  the  youngest  of  whom  was  James  W., 
the  father  of  our  subject. 

James  W.  Hyatt  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Norwalk,  Conn.  At  the  age  of  eight  years,  on 
the  death  of  his  father,  he  was  taken  to  the 
South,  and  there  reared  and  educated,  residing 
in  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Alabama.  He 
learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade  in  that  section, 
and  worked  at  same  there  and  later  in  Westport, 
Conn.,  he  having  returned  to  Fairfield  county 
when  of  age.  He  was  twice  married,  (first)  to 
Ann  Quintard,  and  (second)  to  Abigail  Couch,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Couch,  a native  of  the  town 
of  Fairfield,  Conn.,  where  also  the  daughter 
(mother  of  our  subject)  was  born.  After  his  sec- 
ond marriage,  James  W.  Hyatt  and  wife  located 
in  Westport.  His  death  occurred  there  February 
28,  1888.  He  was  a man  of  intelligence  and  an 
excellent  citizen,  lending  his  influence  to  such 
measures  as  tended  to  the  good  of  the  commu- 
nity. In  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian, 
while  his  widow,  who  yet  survives,  is  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Church.  In  his  political 
views  he  was  a Republican. 

Joseph  G.  Hyatt,  the  only  child  of  James 
W.  by  the  second  marriage,  passed  his  boyhood 
and  received  his  primary  education  in  Westport. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  began  teaching 
school  at  Greens  Farms  in  his  native  town. 
Later  he  taught  in  Wilton,  and,  in  all,  followed 
the  profession  nearly  twenty-one  years,  until 
1890.  During  this  period  he  read  law,  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1882,  and  for  a time  was 
engaged  in  practice.  Since  1890  he  has  much 
of  the  time  been  engaged  in  public  life.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  being  active  and 
influential  in  his  party.  During  the  administra- 
tion of  Presideat  Harrison  he  served  as  post- 
master at  Westport,  conducting  the  business  of 
the  office  with  ability  and  dispatch;  his  term 
extended  four  months  beyond  the  four-years’ 
term,  or  administration  period.  He  has  served 
the  town  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  town  clerk, 
having  been  elected  in  1897  to  the  latter  office, 
which  he  yet  holds.  In  1897  he  was  chosen  a 
representative  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  per- 
formed the  duties  of  that  high  office  in  a manner 
entirely  satisfactory  to  his  constituents,  as  well 
as  to  his  own  credit.  He  has  held  many  of  the 
minor  offices  of  the  town.  He  takes  a great 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  his  name  is  identi- 
fied with  many  local  movements  which  have 
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been  of  benefit  to  the  town.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Westport  Historical  Society,  and  first 
vice-president  of  the  Reading  Room  and  Library 
Association.  Socially,  he  is  past  master  of  Tem- 
ple Lodge  No.  65,  F.  & A.  M. ; is  also  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  0.  F. 

On  April  14,  1874,  Mr.  Hyatt  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  A.  Comstock,  a native  of  the  town 
of  Wilton,  and  daughter  of  Charles  E.  Corn- 
stock,  of  Wilton.  They  have  no  children.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hyatt  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 


EV.  WILLIAM  TOUCEY  HILL,  M.  A., 
the  only  child  of  William  Hawley  and 
Emma  (Clarke)  Hill,  was  born  July  22,  1830,  in 
Redding,  Conn.  John  Reade  Hill  (our  subject’s 
grandfather),  of  Redding,  Conn.,  descended  from 
the  American  ancestor,  William  Hill,  who  came 
from  England  and  settled  in  Connecticut  in  1632, 
and  died  in  Fairfield  in  1650.  John  Reade  Hill 
married  Miss  Betsey  Sanford  in  1799,  a daughter 
of  Aaron  Sanford,  of  Redding,  Conn.,  who  was 
the  first  male  Methodist  and  the  first  Methodist 
local -preacher  in  Connecticut.  John  Reade 
Hill’s  children  were  Aaron  Sanford,  Moses,  Will- 
iam Hawley  (born  March  29,  1804,  and  died  in 
December,  1830),  Morris,  Betsey,  Lydia  and 
Joseph. 

On  his  mother’s  side,  also,  W.  T.  Hill  came 
from  ancestors  long  in  this  country.  His  mother’s 
mother  was  Hannah  Toucey,  wife  of  Zechariah 
Clarke,  of  Newtown,  Conn.  Hannah  descended 
from  Richard  Tousey,  who  came  from  England 
and  settled  in  Wethersfield  in  the  seventeenth 
century.  Emma  Clarke  Hill  was  born  Novem- 
ber 11,  1806,  and  died  February  6,  1886. 

A few  months  after  his  father's  death  (Decem- 
ber, 1830)  our  subject  was  taken  by  his  mother 
to  her  father’s  home  in  Newtown,  where  she  con- 
tinued to  reside  and  the  son  grew  up.  At  fifteen 
he  went  to  Wesleyan  Academy,  Wilbraham,  Mass., 
and  prepared  for  college;  entered  Wesleyan 
University,  Middletown,  Conn.,  in  1850,  and  was 
graduated  in  1854.  In  1855  he  joined  the  New 
York  East  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  is  still  a member.  As 
pastor  he  has  served  the  Churches  in  Seymour, 
Stratford,  Winsted,  New  Canaan,  Danbury, 
Redding  and  Forestville  in  Connecticut,  and 
Brooklyn,  New  RocheHe,  Jamaica  and  Bridge- 
hampton  in  New  York.  From  1876  to  1884  Mr. 
Hill  was  presiding-elder  of  the  New  Haven  and 
the  New  York  East  Districts  of  his  Conference, 
residing  in  New  Haven,  where  he  bought  a home. 
In  April,  1899,  he  retired  from  the  itinerant 
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pastorate,  and  now  resides  at  No.  37  Howe  street. 
New  Haven,  and  is  pastor  of  the  Stony  Creek 
Church  as  supply. 

On  August  4,  1854,  Mr.  Hill  married  Miss 
Jane  C.  Burr,  daughter  of  Linus  Burr,  Esq.,  of 
Middletown,  Conn.  Their  children  were  Emma 
Elizabeth,  William  Burr,  Cyrus  Foss  and  Ellen. 
Of  these,  the  two  sons  graduated  from  Yale 
College  in  1881,  and  William  B.,  from  the  Yale 
Law  School  in  1883.  Emma  E.  graduated  from 
the  Yale  Art  School  in  1882,  after  a four-years’ 
course.  Ellen  is  a kindergartener  in  the  public- 
school  system  of  New  Haven.  In  1891  William 
B.  married  Miss  Illie  Clapp,  daughter  of  Dwight 
P.  Clapp,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  practic- 
ing law  at  No.  56  Pine  street,  New  York  City. 
Cyrus  F.  married,  in  1885,  Miss  Kate  Stratton 
Giles,  daughter  of  William  A.  Giles,  of  Chicago, 
111.,  and  taught  in  the  “Harvard  School  for 
Boys  ” five  years,  when  he  purchased  the  “ Mil- 
waukee Academy”,  of  which  he  was  principal  till 
his  death,  which  occurred  November  16,  1889, 
when  he  was  thirty  years  of  age. 


S\TARR  CLIFFORD  BARNUM,  one  of 
D Bethel's  enterprising  and  progressive  busi- 
ness men,  belongs  to  a family  which  is  noted  for 
the  possession  of  those  admirable  qualities. 

His  ancestors  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
this  county,  and  he  is  of  the  eighth  generation  in 
direct  descent  from  Thomas  Barnum,  who  was 
born  in  England  in  1625,  and  died  in  Danbury, 
December  26,  1695. 

A son  of  this  worthy  Thomas  Barnum  (2), 
who  was  born  July  9,  1663,  and  died  in  1730, 
was  one  of  the  eight  pioneers  of  Danbury,  and 
his  wife,  Sarah,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
Beardsley,  was  a native  of  Stratford.  In  the 
third  generation  the  line  of  descent  is  continued 
through  Ephraim  Barnum,  who  was  born  in 
1710  and  died  in  1775.  Of  his  wife,  Mehitable, 
but  little  is  known.  Their  son.  Capt.  Ephraim 
Barnum,  who  gained  his  title  by  service  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  was  born  in  1737,  and  died 
in  Bethel,  April  17.  1817.  In  1753  he  married 
his  first  wife.  Keziah  Covell,  and  after  her  death 
he  married,  in  February,  1776,  Mrs.  Rachel  Starr 
Beebe,  widow  of  Jonathan  Beebe,  of  Danbury, 
and  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Rachel  Taylor 
Starr.  Jonathan  Starr  was  a descendant  of  Dr. 
Comfort  Starr,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1625, 
and  died  in  1659.  He  (Dr.  Comfort  Starr)  had 
two  sons,  viz.:  (1)  Josiah,  born  in  Charlestown, 

Mass.,  in  1657.  He  married  Rebekah , 

and  for  a time  resided  on  Long  Island.  They 
came  to  Danbury  soon  after  its  first  settlement. 
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He  was  one  of  the  first  Patentees  of  the  town  of 
Danbury,  its  second  justice  of  the  peace,  and  its 
first  town  clerk.  He  died  in  171 5.  (2)  Thomas, 

born  October  26,  1658,  married  Rachel . 

;[The  maiden  names  of  the  wives  of  Josiah  and 
Thomas  are  not  now  known.] 

Ephraim  Barnum  had  fifteen  children,  ten 
by  the  first  marriage  and  five  by  the  second, 
and  among  his  grandchildren  was  the  cele- 
brated showman,  Phineas  Taylor  Barnum.  In 
■the  next  generation  the  line  is  traced  through 
Abel  Barnum,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather, 
who  was  a resident  of  Bethel.  Edson  Barnum, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  resided  in  the 
Plum  Trees  District,  in  the  town  of  Bethel,  and 
he  and  his  wife,  Cvnthia  Hamilton,  reared  a 
family  of  three  children. 

James  Edson  Barnum,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born,  April  23.  1845,  in  New  Milford,  and 
in  his  youth  learned  the  hatter’s  trade  with  E. 
T.  Farnam.  For  many  years  he  followed  that 
business  in  connection  with  farming,  but  on  Sep- 
tember 9,  1885.  he  removed  to  Bethel,  where  for 
•twelve  years  past  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
the  Judd  & Dunning  Hat  Company.  Although 
his  early  education  was  limited  to  the  course 
offered  in  the  district  schools  of  his  locality,  his 
native  intelligence  enabled  him  to  acquire  a good 
fund  of  practical  knowledge  on  various  topics, 
and  he  is  highly  esteemed  as  a citizen.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  St.  Thomas  Episcopal  Church  at 
Bethel,  and  since  1867  has  been  identified  with 
lEureka  Lodge  No.  83,  F.  & A.  M.  On  De- 
cember 12,  1865,  he  was  married,  at  Bridge- 
water,  to  Miss  Laura  Erwin,  by  whom  he  has 
had  four  children,  our  subject  being  the  eldest. 
Of  the  others,  Nellie  Augusta,  born  October  n, 
1871,  died  November  6,  of  the  same  year; 
Howard  Fenn,  born  October  17,  1874,  died 
February  1,  1875,  and  Miss  Edith  May,  born 
^December  19,  1876,  is  now  at  home. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  is  a member  of  one 
of  the  well-known  families  of  Roxbury,  Conn. 
She  was  born  July  30,  1844,  the  daughter  of 
‘Charles  and  granddaughter  of  John  and  Phoebe 
Erwin,  of  Roxbury.  Charles  Erwin,  who  was 
born  March  17,  1809,  spent  his  early  life  in  Rox- 
bury, and  was  married  in  1833  to  Miss  Mary  Fenn, 
daughter  of  Col.  David  Fenn,  of  Revolutionary 
fame,  who  was  pensioned  by  the  government  for 
his  services.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Erwin  lo- 
cated at  Bridgewater,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  his  death  occurred  there  February  15, 
1 S8 1 . His  wife  passed  to  the  unseen  world  on 
December  31,  1874.  They  had  seven  children; 
Sarah  A.,  deceased;  Mary  ].,  deceased,  formerly 
'wife  of  Cyrus  A.  Todd,  of  New  Milford,  Conn. ; 


Homer  Fenn,  who  met  a soldier's  death  in  the 
Civil  war;  Rev.  Charles  H-,  a resident  of  St. 
Charles,  Iowa;  Laura  (Mrs.  Barnum);  Darwin, 
who  resides  in  Orange,  N.  J. ; and  Lyman,  de- 
ceased. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  August 
25,  1867,  at  the  old  home  in  the  Plum  Trees  Dis- 
trict, and  was  educated  at  the  common  schools 
of  that  locality  and  of  Danbury.  In  1882  he 
was  apprenticed  to  G.  A.  Hickok  & Son,  hatters, 
of  Bethel,  with  whom  he  remained  until  Decem- 
ber 9,  1887.  He  then  purchased  his  present 
grocery  business  from  M.  W.  Sherwood,  and  by 
his  careful  and  energetic  management  he  has  won 
a decided  success,  as  is  shown  by  his  greatly  in- 
creased custom,  which  has  necessitated  the  en- 
largement of  his  store.  While  the  demands  of 
his  business  are  now  absorbing,  Mr.  Barnum 
keeps  well  informed  upon  all  the  movements  of 
the  day,  and  is  in  full  sympathy  with  any  enter- 
prise that  promises  to  benefit  the  community. 
He  is  an  Episcopalian  in  religious  faith,  and  be- 
longs to  St.  Thomas  Church  at  Bethel.  On  May 
14.  1891.  he  married  Miss  Emma  Louise  Lyon,  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution — Mary  Wooster 
Chapter  of  Danbury. 

Mrs.  Barnum,  who  was  born  in  Danbury, 
July  18,  1869,  traces  her  ancestry  through  a long 
line  of  descent  to  the  Underhills,  a very  ancient 
and  honorable  family  of  Huningham,  Warwick- 
shire, England.  “ During  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  when  the  prosperity  of  the  family  was 
at  its  height,  they  acquired  property  in  almost 
every  parish  within  six  miles  of  Eatington,  and 
attained  the  honors  of  Knighthood.”  The  arms 
of  the  Underhills  were  “agent  a chevron  gules 
j between  three  trefoils  slipped  vert,”  and  the 
crest  was  a “ buck  trippant.”  An  old  genealogi- 
cal record  of  Warwickshire  states  that  “Will- 
iam Underhill  lyved  in  the  yere  of  our  Lord, 
1423,”  and  by  his  wife,  daughter  of  Stanley,  of 
Bromwick,  left  Nathaniel  Underhill,  who  mar- 
ried a daughter  of Butt,  County  of  War- 

wick; their  son  John  had  a lease  for  eighty  }'ears 
of  the  manor  of  Eatington,  &c. , County  of  War- 
wick, from  Sir  Ralph  Shirley  in  1 509;  he  died  in 
1518.  John  Underhill,  chaplain  to  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, and  Bishop  of  Oxford,  was  also  of  the  War- 
wickshire family.  The  Church  of  Lower  Eaten- 
don.  or  Eatington,  still  contains  some  remains  of 
the  brass  effigies  and  inscriptions  of  the  ancient 
family  of  the  Underhills.  Thomas  Underhill, 
i eldest  son  of  John  of  Huningham,  married  Anne, 
i daughter  of  Robert  Winter;  their  eldest  son  was 
Edward,  distinguished  by  the  title  of  “ Hot  Gos- 
peller,” because  of  his  active  part  in  the  religious 
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persecutions  of  the  time.  He  exchanged  the  life 
of  a country  gentleman  for  that  of  a soldier  and 
courtier.  In  1544,  King  Henry  appointed  him 
one  of  the  men-at-arms,  who  attended  upon  his 
Majesty’s  person.  In  1545  he  married  Joan, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Perryns,  of  London.  Ed- 
ward, their  second  son  and  heir,  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1555.  and,  like  his  father,  embraced 
the  life  of  a soldier  and  courtier.  He  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  Earl  of  Leicester  at  the  time  of 
Queen  Elizabeth’s  visit  to  Kenilworth,  and  was 
afterward  bearer  of  dispatches  between  the  Queen 
and  Leicester  when  he  co  nmanded  the  forces  in 
the  Low  Countries.  After  Leicester’s  death  he  at- 
tached himself  to  the  Earl  of  Essex.  Leicester’s 
successor  in  the  Queen’s  favor.  He  accompan- 
ied him  on  his  successful  attack  upon  Cadiz,  and 
also  his  expedition  against  Tvrme,  rebel  chief 
of  Ireland.  When  Essex  returned  he  was  killed, 
and  Underhill  sought  safety  in  Holland  until  the 
accession  of  King  James  in  1603,  when  he  applied 
for  pardon  and  leave  to  return  to  England,  but 
without  success.  When  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson  and 
the  separatists  fled  to  Holland  he  dwelt  and  com- 
muned with  them.  His  son,  Capt.  John  Under- 
hill, whose  exploits  Whittier  has  sung,  was  born 
about  1600.  He  served  as  soldier  under  the 
Prince  of  Orange  in  the  Low  Countries.  He 
was  strongly  urged  to  go  with  Governor  Carver 
to  the  Plymouth  settlement  in  1620,  but  declined 
and  Miles  Standish  came  instead.  He  joined 
Governor  Winthrop,  and  came  as  “captain  of  any 
militia  force  that  might  be  employed  or  instituted, 
as  he  had  served  under  the  great  Dutch  Prince  in 
the  war  of  the  Netherlands,”  in  1630;  and  soon 
we  find  him  disciplining  the  Boston  militia,  where 
he  was  held  in  such  high  distinction  that  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  first  deputies  from  Boston 
to  the  General  Court,  and  one  of  the  earliest 
officers  of  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Com- 
pany. He  was  sworn  freeman,  May  18,  1630. 
His  friend,  Sir  Henry  Vane,  sent  him  in  1637  as 
commander  of  Colony  troops  to  Saybrook,  Conn. 
The  same  year  he  was  disfranchised  and  eventu- 
ally banished  from  the  Massachusett  jurisdiction — 
his  ideas  of  religious  toleration  being  more  liberal 
than  of  those  around  him.  In  1638  he  returned 
to  England,  but  was  banished  again  on  account 
•of  religious  opinions.  While  there  he  published 
a book  entitled  “Newes  from  America,  or  a New 
and  Experimental  Discoverie  of  New  England,” 
which  abounds  in  quaint  passages,  and  contains 
an  excellent  account  of  the  Pequot  war,  in  which 
he  took  a conspicuous  part.  In  1638  he  was 
chosen  governor  of  Dover,  New  Hampshire.  La- 
ter he  assumed  command  of  the  Dutch  forces  in 
the  wars  against  the  Indians.  He  was  represent- 


ative from  Stamford  to  the  General  Court  in  1633- 
In  1644  he  became  a resident  of  Flushing,  Long 
Island,  but  removed  to  Oyster  Bay  in  1655.  In 
1665  he  was  delegate  from  there  to  the  meeting 
in  Hampstead  by  order  of  Governor  Nicoll,  and 
by  him  was  made  high  sheriff  of  the  North  Rid- 
ing of  Long  Island.  In  1667  the  Natinecock 
Indians  conveyed  to  him  a large  tract  of  land 
which  he  called  Kenilworth  or  Killingworth.  He 
died  July  21,  1672,  and  was  buried  on  his  estate 
at  Killingworth,  Queens  Co.,  L.  I.  His  first 
wife,  Helena,  came  with  him  from  Holland.  His 
second  wife,  Elizabeth  Feke,  was  the  daughter  of 
Robert  Feke  (whose  wife  was  the  widow  of  Gover- 
nor Winthrop’s  son  Henry).  By  his  second  wife 
he  had  two  sons,  the  eldest  being  Nathaniel,  who 
married  Mary  Ferris,  daughter  of  John  Ferris, 
one  of  the  first  Patentees  of  the  town  of  West- 
chester, N.  Y.  Nathaniel,  their  eldest  son,  mar- 
ried Mary  Honeywell.  He  filled  various  public 
offices — was  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
for  Westchester  county  in  1759;  was  elected 
mayor  of  Borough  of  Westchester  in  1775.  He 
died  November  27.  1775.  His  son,  John  Under- 
hill, married  Mary  Bowne.  Of  their  twelve  chil- 
dren, Benjamin  was  the  second  son.  He  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
In  1 768  he  married  Elizabeth  Bonnett,  a native 
of  France.  They  resided  in  Scarsdale,  where  he 
died  in  1818.  They  had  eight  children.  Their 
eldest  daughter,  Sarah,  married  Abram  Lyon,  a 
native  of  Mamaroneck.  N.  Y.  For  many  years 
they  lived  in  Somerstown,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr. 
Lyon  carried  on  an  extensive  cooperage  business. 
Several  children  were  born  to  them.  Finally 
they  removed  to  Southeast,  where  Mr.  Lyon 
died.  He  was  buried  in  the  old  Presbyterian 
burving-ground  at  New  Rochelle.  His  wife  mar- 
ried, for  her  second  husband,  Robert  Niffen,  of 
Somerstown. 

Monmouth  Lyon,  son  of  Abram  and  Sarah 
Lyon,  was  born  at  Somerstown,  December  18, 
1795,  was  married  December  29.  1816,  to  Miss 
Rebecca  Green,  who  was  born  in  Danbury,  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1798.  Her  father,  Dorastus  Green, 
and  her  two  grandfathers  were  soldiers  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Her  maternal  grandfather, 
John  Porter,  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  time  of 
the  burning  of  Danbury,  and  confined  in  the  New 
York  sugar  house.  Monmouth  Lyon,  who  was 
prominent  in  the  business  life  of  Danbury,  in 
vented  the  first  power-loom  machine  for  weaving 
ingrain  carpets,  and  it  is  said  that  it  completely 
revolutionized  the  business  of  carpet  weaving. 
He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church.  Of  their  eleven  children. 

William  Augustus,  Mrs.  Barnum’s  father,  was 
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the  youngest.  He  was  born  October  12,  18371 
was  reared  in  Danbury,  and  since  early  manhood 
has  followed  the  machinist’s  trade,  in  which  he 
is  regarded  as  an  expert.  He  is  also  the  inventor 
of  many  improvements  in  fur-hatting  machinery. 
For  many  years  he  had  charge  of  the  machinery 
in  the  fur-cutting  factory  of  W:  A.  & A.  M. 
White.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with  Union 
Lodge  No.  — , F.  & A.  M.,  at  Danbury.  On 
May  15.  )86o,  he  was  married  to  Maria,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Elizabeth  Eaton,  who  were 
both  natives  of  England.  William  Eaton’s  fa- 
ther was  a member  of  an  old  Leicestershire  fam- 
ily. For  a time  he  held  a commission  in  the 
British  Army.  After  his  retirement  from  the 
army  he  married  Katherine  Stevens,  whose  fa- 
ther and  brothers  were  clock-makers  and  gold- 
smiths, and  the  owners  of  much  property  in  Wilt- 
shire. William  Eaton  was  born  in  1800.  In 
1850  he  came  with  his  family  to  this  country  and 
settled  at  Danbury,  Conn. , where  he  resided  un- 
til his  death  in  1877.  Ezekiel,  the  eldest  son, 
still  a resident  of  Danbury,  served  during  the 
Civil  war  as  a member  of  the  Wooster  Guards, 
the  “first  company  of  the  State  of  Connecticut 
to  pledge  itself  to  the  untarnished  honor  of  the 
commonwealth  and  nation.  ” Socially,  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  order  of  Knights  Tem- 
pter of  Danbury,  of  which  he  has  held  the  office 
of  most  eminent  grand  commander,  and  also 
with  the  Order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  of  Bridge- 
port. 

During  the  Civil  war,  Joseph  Eaton,  the 
second  son.  enlisted  for  three  years  in  Company 
D,  7th  Connecticut  Volunteers.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  sergeant.  He  was  at  one  time  a resi- 
dent of  Bethel,  but  removed  from  there  to  Sing 
Sing,  N.  Y.,  where  he  took  an  active  part  in  the 
political  and  social  life  of  the  place.  He  has 
held  many  prominent  offices  in  the  G.  A.  R. 
His  present  home  is  at  Newburyport,  Mass. 
The  youngest  son,  George,  is  now  living  at  Hav- 
erhill, Mass.,  where  he  is  superintendent  of  W. 
B.  Thom  & Co.'s  hat  factory. 


HON.  HENRY  PENFIELD  BURR,  a man 
of  prominence  and  distinction,  now  retired 
and  living  at  Westport,  Fairfield  county,  an  octo- 
genarian, is  the  representative  of  one  of  the  old 
and  distinguished  families  of  Fairfield  county. 

Born  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  Fairfield  coun- 
ty, April  3,  1819,  Captain  Burr  is  the  son  of 
James  Burr,  who,  too,  was  a native  of  Fairfield 
town  and  county,  and  the  grandson  of  Major 
Hezekiah  Burr,  also  a native  of  the  same  town 
and  county,  and  of  English  extraction. 


Major  Burr  was  a farmer  throughout  his  life- 
time, and  lived  and  died  in  the  town  of  his  na- 
tivity, honored  and  respected  by  all  whose  priv- 
ilege it  was  to  have  had  his  acquaintance  and 
been  associated  with  him.  He  was  a patriot, 
and  served  his  country  in  the  Continental  army 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  acquiring  his 
title  for  meritorious  conduct.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Annabel,  and  the  union  was  blessed  with 
children  as  follows:  Ephraim  died  in  infancy; 

James  is  referred  to  farther  on;  Silliman  was  a 
farmer  in  Fairfield  county;  John  was  a farmer 
in  Fairfield  county;  and  Ephraim  (2)  was  a 
sea-faring  man,  and  died  in  Salem,  Mass. ; all 
are  deceased.  Major  Burr  died  April  24,  1840, 
his  wife  on  January  8,  1848.  In  their  religious 
views  both  were  Presbyterians,  and  in  politics  the 
Major  was  a Democrat. 

James  Burr  (father  of  our  subject)  was  reared 
in  Fairfield,  and  became  a sea-faring  man,  follow- 
ing that  vocation  through  life.  He  was  married 
to  Sallie  Penfield,  a native  of  Fairfield,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Penfield,  who,  too,  was  a patriot  of 
he  war  of  the  Revolution,  the  family  being  an  old 
and  prominent  one  of  Fairfield  county,  of  English 
origin.  After  marriage  the  young  couple  lo- 
cated in  Fairfield,  and  there  reared  a family  of 
six  children:  Catherine  died  unmarried;  Lewis 

was  a carriage  manufacturer  in  Westport,  and  is 
now  deceased;  Mary  died  unmarried;  Henry  P. 
is  referred  to  farther  on;  Julia  is  the  widow  of 
Henry  Smith,  who  died  in  California;  and  James 
lives  retired  in  California.  The  father  of  this 
family  died  November  6,  1826,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  on  March  19,  1870. 

Capt.  Henry  Penfield  Burr  until  sixteen  years 
of  age  passed  his  boyhood  in  the  town  of  Fair- 
field.  At  that  age  he  began  learning  the  carriage 
manufacturing  business,  which  he  afterward  fol- 
lowed for  some  years  in  Westport.  In  1849, 
during  the  gold  excitement  on  the  Pacific  coast, 
he  went  to  California  via  Cape  Horn.  He  spent 
nine  years  in  that  State,  including  the  time  in 
making  three  trips  thereto  from  the  East.  He 
made  the  second  and  third  trips  via  the  Isth- 
mus of  Panama.  After  his  California  experience 
he  returned  to  Westport,  and  there  remained 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  His 
love  of  country  filling  him  with  that  patriotism 
his  ancestors  displayed  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, he  recruited  a company  made  up  of  men 
principally  from  Westport,  of  which  he  was  com- 
missioned captain,  and  the  company,  E,  became 
part  of  the  17th  C.  V.  I.,  which  formed  apart 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  At  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville,  Va. , he  was  taken  prisoner  by 
the  enemv.  and  was  confined  in  Libby  prison  at 
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Richmond,  Va.  After  an  imprisonment  of  a 
short  time  he  was  released;  then  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  Penn.,  after  which  he 
went  south  and  there  remained  until  his  resigna- 
tion, March  28,  1864,  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida. 
After  an  honorable  military  career,  in  which  he 
made  a good  record  as  a soldier,  he  returned  to 
Westport  and  became  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business.  During  the  third  of  a century  that  has 
since  elapsed  Captain  Burr  has  made  a useful  citi- 
zen, and  not  been  without  that  recognition  that  his 
services  and  worth  have  merited.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican.  He  has  served  as  town  clerk; 
was  postmaster  of  Westport  twelve  years,  and 
represented  his  county  in  the  State  Legislature 
two  terms,  serving  with  that  fidelity  to  duty  and 
ability  that  is  characteristic  of  the  man.  His  bus- 
iness life,  too,  has  been  an  honorable  one,  and 
one  marked  with  good  judgment  and  manage- 
ment. Public-spirited  and  enterprising,  he  has 
been  interested  in  such  movements  as  have  tended 
to  build  up  and  advance  the  town  and  county. 
He  has  been  successful.  Captain  Burr  is  identi- 
fied with  the  G.  A.  R. 

On  November  15,  1843,  Captain  Burr  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Taylor,  a native  of 
Westport,  Conn.,  and  seven  children  were  born 
to  the  union,  namely:  Algernon  T.  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  Greenwich,  Conn. , but  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  New  York;  Henry  E.  and  Louis  D.  both 
died  in  young  manhood;  Frank  A.  is  now  in  the 
office  of  the  Pennsylvania  Steel  Company  in  New 
York;  and  three  other  children,  who  died  in  infan- 
cy. In  1870  the  mother  of  these  children  died, 
and  in  1879  the  Captain  was  married  to  Mrs  Ma- 
ria L.  (Hoyt)  Olmstead.  Mrs.  Burr  is  the  daughter 
of  Uriah  and  Betsey  (Akin)  Hoyt,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Aiktn,  a sol- 
dier of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  In  religious 
faith  Captain  Burr  is  a Congregationalist,  while 
his  wife  is  a Baptist. 


MICHOLS  of  NICHOLS.  The  name  Nich- 
|:  ols(an  abbreviation  of  Nicholas)  is  of  purely 
patrician  origin,  having  been  invented  by  the 
Alexandro-Egyptian  dynasty  as  a cognomen  for 
princes,  along  with  Berenice  for  princesses,  and 
means  “ Mastery  over  the  People.”  \Patronym- 
tca  Britannica,  Yale  College  Library.]  By 
degrees,  the  brevet  acquired  the  permanence  of 
a surname,  eventuating  in  the  historic  Nicholas 
family  of  Europe,  which  has  given  the  world  two 
Popes,  besides  long  lines  of  nobility.  In  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  Count  Nicolas  de 
Albini  and  the  other  Counts  Nicolas  of  Normandy 
removed  to  England,  purchasing  estates  at 


Lincoln.  For  a while,  the  Counts  Nicolas  called 
the  venerable  Lincoln,  the  city  of  their  adoption, 
••  Nicole,”  giving  out  that  the  latter  way  was  the 
easier  of  pronunciation ; but  this  Gallic  vestige 
of  papal  supremacy  did  not  suit,  and  Lincoln 
remained  obstinately  Lincoln. 

Since  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  forty  coats  of 
arms  have  been  granted  the  descendants  of 
Count  Nicolas  de  Albini,  including  those  of 
various  peers  of  the  realm.  Of  these.  Sir  H. 
Nicholas  wrote  the  “ Historic  Peerage  of  Eng- 
land”. The  family,  time  out  of  mind,  has  been 
marked  by  a penchant  for  genealogical  research, 
the  late  John  Gough  Nichols,  editor  of  the 
Herald  and  Genealogist,  along  with  his  father 
and  grandfather,  having  devoted  his  life  to 
antiquarian  studies,  the  memorial  of  their  united 
labors  being  a Nichols  genealogy  of  Titanic  size, 
deposited  in  the  College  of  Arms  in  London. 
The  genealogist  of  the  Nichols  family  in  the 
United  States  is  William  J.  Nichols,  son  of  the 
late  Bradley  Nichols,  Esq.,  of  Bridgeport. 

Sergeant  Francis  Nicolls,  of  London,  one  of 
the  Royal  Horse  Guards  of  Charles  I,  came  to 
New  England,  becoming,  in  1639,  an  original 
Colonial  proprietor  of  the  township  of  Stratford, 
Connecticut.  His  Colonial  grant  of  landed 
estate  in  the  township  of  Stratford,  Connecticut, 
in  1639,  inclusive  of  the  site  of  the  town  of 
Nichols,  comprised  ten  thousand  acres.  He 
sprang  from  a family  of  fighters — lawyers  and 
military  men — and  was  the  first  military  man  in 
the  Colony.  His  uncle.  Francis  Nicolls,  of 
London  and  Ampthill  Great  Court,  married  a 
daughter  of  Lord  Bruce.  Sir  Richard  Nicolls, 
the  first  English  Governor  of  New  York,  was  a 
colonel  at  the  head  of  the  British  forces  in  the 
New  Netherlands,  and  bequeathed  a legacy  to 
Sergeant  Francis  Nicolls,  of  Stratford,  Conn. 
Among  the  descendants  of  Sergeant  Francis 
Nicolls  are  the  Right  Rev.  William  Ford 
Nichols,  the  Bishop  of  California,  who  married 
Miss  Ada  Quintard,  daughter  of  Edward 
Quintard,  of  New  York,  and  niece  of  Bishop 
Quintard;  George  Foster  Peabody,  of  Brook- 
lyn; Mrs.  Walter  Camp,  of  New  Haven;  George 
W.  Nichols,  of  Brooklyn  Heights;  the  Rev.  C. 
W.  de  Lyon  Nichols,  of  New  York;  Charles  L. 
Thomas,  of  Chicago;  ex-Governor  Nichols,  of 
Louisiana;  and  Mrs.  Oscar  F.  Livingston  {nee 
Nichols),  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Livingston’s 
grandfather,  the  Hon.  Charles  Nichols,  was 
Minister  to  Holland. 

Sergeant  Francis  Nicolls’  kinsman.  Sir  Rich- 
ard Nicolls,  the  first  English  Governor  of  New 
York,  who  named  New  York  and  Albany,  was  in 
a certain  sense  the  founder  of  Connecticut,  as 
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Thomas  Hooker,  from  whom  a number  of  the 
last  two  generations  of  Nichols  of  Nichols  come 
direct,  was  of  the  constitution  of  the  State.  In 
1662  Charles  II  granted  to  Connecticut  a tract  of 
land  reaching  across  the  continent;  however,  in 
1 664,  he  revoked  his  gift  and  presented  the  largest 
part  of  Connecticut  to  the  Duke  of  York.  The  final 
decision  of  Governor  Nicolls,  fixing  the  limits  of 
the  State  of  New  York  twenty  miles  east  of  the 
Hudson,  saved  Connecticut,  so  that  he  was 
really  the  founder  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
The  family  name  both  in  New  York  and  Con- 
necticut was  spelled  Nicolls,  during  the  early 
Colonial  period. 

Sergeant  Francis  Nicolls’  son,  Caleb  Nicholls, 
from  whom  the  Nichols  of  Nichols  descend,  was 
also  exclusively  a landed  proprietor.  He  mar- 
ried Anne  Ward,  a granddaughter  of  Sir  Richard 
Ward,  a daughter  of  Andrew  Ward,  Esq.,  of 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  who,  prior  to  his  settlement 
there,  had  been  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Baccons 


in  England.  Andrew  Ward  was  commissioned 
together  with  Winthrop,  Roger  Ludlow  and  two 
others,  to  govern  the  people  of  Connecticut, 
when  the  State  stretched  nearly  down  to  New 
York  City,  besides  embracing  half  of  Long 
Island.  As  a magistrate  he  declared  war  against 
the  Pequots,  was  also  a deputy  to  the  first  court 
held  in  Connecticut,  and  took  an  active  part  in 
portioning  off  the  townships  of  the  State.  His 
wife  was  a Miss  Sherman,  the  granddaughter  of 
Henry  Sherman,  of  Sherman  Hall  fame,  Ded- 
ham, England,  from  whom  descended  Roger 
Sherman,  the  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence; General  Sherman;  Hon.  John  Sher- 
man; Mrs.  Bradley-Martin;  the  Countess  of 
Craven;  the  Countess  Castellane;  the  late  Jay 
Gould;  ex-Senator  Hoar,  of  Massachusetts; 
George  Burroughs  Torrey,  of  New  York  and 
Paris;  and  the  Hon.  William  M.  Evarts  Col 
Aaron  Burr,  the  third  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States,  traced  his  lineage  back  to  this 
Ward-Sherman  marriage,  from  which  the  Peet- 
Nichols  branch  of  the  Nichols  of  Nichols  come, 
in  a double  line  of  descent.  Mary  Nichols  of 
Stratford,  a niece  of  Caleb  Nicholls  and  Anne 
Ward,  married  Rev.  Israel  Chauncey,  the  chief 
founder  of  Yale  College,  and  an  ancestor  of  the 
Hon.  Chauncey  M.  Depew. 

...  Abraham  Nicholls.  born  1622,  a son  of  Caleb 
Nicholls  and  Anne  Ward,  having  inherited  from 
his  father  and  grandfather  a proprietary  right  in 
the  township  of  Stratford,  was  the  first  to  erect 
a homestead  on  the  ancestral  estate  at  Nichols 
to  hT|th  ^tratford;  The  wife  whom  he  brought 

Ra^he  °K  n mai?  0f  uthree  thousand  acres  was 
Rachel  Kellogg,  a daughter  of  Hon.  Daniel  Kel- 


logg, one  of  the  founders  of  Norwalk,  who  rep- 
resented Norwalk  eight  years  in  the  General 
Assembly  between  1670-1683,  and  his  wife.  Miss 
Bouton,  a granddaughter  of  Jean  Bouton,  the 
Marquis  of  Chamilly  and  Marshal  of  France. 
Among  the  prominent  and  wealthy  descendants 
of  Abraham  Nicholls  and  Rachel  Kellogg  are 
George  Foster  Peabody,  of  Brooklyn,  a kins- 
man of  George  Peabody,  the  philanthropist;  the 
late  Bradley  Nichols,  of  Bridgeport,  and  George 
W.  Nichols,  of  Brooklyn  Heights,  who  married 
a Miss  Main,  the  sister  of  Mrs  Robert  Allyn,  of 
Hartford.  The  family  of  George  Foster  Pea- 
body and  George  W.  Nichols,  of  Brooklyn,  who 
are  cousins,  was  related  to  Sir  Joshua  Bates,  of 
London,  of  the  firm  of  Baring  Bros.  Sir  Joshua 
Bates’  daughter,  the  late  Madame  Vandeweyer, 
lived  in  Windsor  Park,  near  Windsor  Castle, 
and  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  was  present  in 
person  at  the  christening  of  each  of  Madame 
Vandeweyer’s  children,  for  whom  she  stood  as 
godparent.  The  present  Mr.  Vandeweyer,  of 
Windsor  Park,  married  a sister  of  the  Earl  of 
Craven.  George  Foster  Peabody,  who  is  well- 
known  in  London,  is  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Spencer,  Trask  & Co.,  New  York  City,  presi- 
dent of  several  railroads,  and  vastly  influential 
in  political  movements  of  the  United  States. 

Capt.  Joseph  Nichols  of  Nichols,  besides 
being  a hereditary  landholder  of  more  than 
two  thousand  acres,  was  prominent  in  local  ec- 
clesiastical and  military  affairs.  He  caused 
the  highway  to  be  laid  between  Stratford  and 
Nichols,  the  road  being  known  as  "The  Cap- 
tain’s Highway,”  and  Nichols  as  “The  Cap- 
tain’s Place.”  He  was  the  uncle  of  Stephen 
Burroughs,  the  astronomer,  and  married  Mary 
Curtiss,  of  Nichols,  whose  family  possessed 
large  means  and  were  allied  to  Governor  Welles. 
Lieut.  Nathan  Nichols,  a son  of  Capt.  Jo- 
seph Nichols  of  Nichols,  served  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  during  the  Revolution,  and  his 
grandson,  Stiles  Nichols,  was  born  in  1761,  was 
the  founder  of  the  Bridgeport  Farmer , one  of 
the  most  influential  newspapers  of  western  Con- 
necticut. Frederick  C.  Nichols,  a prominent 
citizen  of  Bridgeport,  who  has  a handsome  resi- 
dence on  Golden  Hill,  is  a great-grandson  of 
Stiles  Nichols.  Frederick  C.  Nichols’  sister, 
Mary  Louise  Clark,  married  Benjamin  C.  Por- 
ter, one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  American  por- 
trait painters. 

Andrew  Nichols,  Esq.,  of  Nichols,  son  of 
Capt.  Joseph  Nichols,  was  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  of  that  part  of  the  country,  and  his  great- 
grandson,  Bradley  Nichols,  who  lately  died,  was 
the  richest  person  of  the  name  of  Nichols  in 
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Bridgeport.  Andrew  Nichols  married  Abiah 
Plumb,  a daughter  of  Noal  Plumb,  in  direct  line 
from  “Thomas  Hooker,  one  of  the  makers  of 
America."  Andrew  Nichols,  Esq.,  kept  a large 
number  of  slaves,  and  his  daughter,  Martha, 
married  Col.  Lewis  Fairchild,  of  Trumbull,  the 
founder  of  the  present  Fairchild  fortune.  Hor- 
ace L.  Fairchild,  a prominent  resident  of  Nichols, 
is  a grandson  of  Col.  Lewis  Fairchild  and  Martha 
Nichols. 

Hezekiah  Nichols  of  Nichols,  a son  of  Andrew 
Nichols,  Esq.,  succeeded  to  the  homestead  and 
a goodly  portion  of  the  estate  of  Nichols.  He 
was  related  to  the  Rev.  James  Nichols,  the  last 
Episcopal  clergyman  who  went  to  Scotland  for 
ordination,  and  to  the  first  ordained  in  America 
—Rev.  Philo  Shelton.  Hezekiah  Nichols  mar- 
ried (first)  his  cousin.  Prudence  Shelton,  a lineal 
descendant  of  Governor  Welles,  and  (second) 
Avice  Peet,  of  whose  family  name  the  old  Peet 
mansion  in  Brooklyn  is  a significant  memorial. 
Avice  Peet’s  grandniece,  Alice  Sumner,  the  sister 
of  Prof.  William  G.  Sumner  of  Yale  College, 
married  Walter  Camp. 

The  late  George  Kneeland  Nichols,  of  Bridge- 
port, a son  of  Hezekiah  Nichols  of  Nichols  and 
Avice  Peet,  was  the  chief  founder  of  Nichols  as 
a manufacturing  village.  He  was  born  in  the 
large  homestead  house  of  his  grandfather,  Andrew 
Nichols,  Esq.,  which  stood  at  the  head  of  the 
estate,  and  had  to  be  taken  down  along  with  its 
extensive  slave  quarters  early  in  the  present 
century.  George  Kneeland  Nichols  married  Ar- 
mina  (Platt)  Seeley,  a daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Monson  Seeley,  and  a great-granddaughter  of 
Lieut.  Nathan  Seelye  of  the  Revolution,  who  is 
buried  in  the  old  Stratfield  cemetery.  Mrs. 
Nichols  is  descended  in  three  lines  from  Richard 
Lyon, , the  first  of  Fairfield,  whose  landed  prop- 
erty reached  twelve  miles  in  one  direction.  The 
Rev.  Charles  Wilbur  de  Lyon  Nichols,  of  New 
York,  born  at  Nichols,  is  the  only  surviving  child 
of  George  Kneeland  Nichols  and  Armina  Seeley. 
Among  the  family  heirlooms  is  an  original  copy 
of  Guillim's  Display  of  Heraldry , the  cele- 
brated edition  of  1724.  George  Kneeland 
Nichols  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Nichols, 
in  ground  which  had  been  in  the  possession  of 
the  family  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  and  the  grave  is  marked  by  a monument 
bearing  the  Governor  Nichols  coat  of  arms. 

Since  the  death  of  David  Stiles  Nichols, 
Charles  Brinsmade  Nichols  is  the  leading  repre- 
sentative of  the  name  at  Nichols.  Harry  Nichols 
French  is  a grandson  of  the  late  David  Stiles 
Nichols,  and  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  L. 
Peck,  who  resides  at  Nichols,  was  a Miss  Nich- 


ols, a great-grandaughter  of  Andrew  Nichols, 
Esq.  The  late  Charles  Lewis  Nichols,  of  New 
York,  born  at  Nichols,  married  the  beautiful  and 
accomplished  Jeanette  (Jennings)  Burroughs,  a 
relative  of  Sir  Joshua  Bates;  Walter  Nichols,  of 
Bridgeport,  is  their  son.  Sir  Joshua  Bates,  who 
married  Lucretia  Jennings,  of  Boston,  used  to 
visit  in  Bridgeport  at  the  house  of  his  wife’s  rela- 
tives, the  capacious  Stephen  Burroughs  home- 
stead, which  stood  near  the  present  railroad  sta- 
tion, and  almost  on  the  site  of  the  “Atlantic  Hotel." 
Walter  Nichols,  a son  of  Charles  Lewis  Nichols 
and  Jeanette  (Jennings)  Burroughs,  married'Eliza 
L.  Nichols,  a daughter  of  the  late  James  K.  Nich- 
ols, of  Bridgeport,  formerly  of  Nichols.  Walter 
Nichols  and  his  wife  are  second  cousins  through 
both  the  Nichols  and  Peet  sides  of  their  families, 
and  his  grandfather  Burroughs  was,  on  another 
line,  second  cousin  to  his  wife’s  grandfather  Nich- 
ols; he  is  a brother  of  the  millionaire,  George  W. 
Nichols,  of  Brooklyn  Heights.  Mrs.  John  V. 
Singleton,  of  New  York  (whose  husband’s  family 
came  originally  from  Philadelphia),  Miss  Frances 
Serena  Nichols,  of  Bridgeport,  and  Mrs.  Lewis 
Bonnell  Crane,  of  New  York,  are  daughters  of 
the  late  James  K.  Nichols  and  Elizabeth  Seeley, 
of  Bridgeport,  and  great-granddaughters  of  An- 
drew Nichols,  Esq.,  of  Nichols.  Lewis  Bonnell 
Crane,  of  New  York,  who  married  Miss  Carrie 
J.  Nichols,  is  a son  of  the  late  Russell  Crane,  of 
New  York  and  Saybrook,  Conn.,  a wealthy  mer- 
chant, whose  wife  was  a daughter  of  Judge  Wil- 
lard, of  Saybrook.  Russell  Crane’s  only  daugh- 
ter. Minnie  T.  Crane,  married  Edmund  Penfold 
Schuyler,  of  New  York,  a son  of  Cornelius  Van 
Alen  Schuyler,  whose  wife  was  a Miss  Quintard, 
sister  to  Bishop  Quintard,  of  Tennessee,  and  aunt 
to  Mrs.  William  Ford  Nichols  {ttce  Quintard),  the 
wife  of  the  Bishop  of  California.  Bishop  Nich- 
ols’ father,  Charles  Hubert  Nichols,  was  born  at 
Trumbull,  Conn.,  two  miles  from  Nichols. 

Rev.  Charles  Wilbur  De  Lyon  Nichols, 
philanthropist  and  author,  is  the  only  son  of  the 
late  Gerge  Kneeland  Nichols,  of  Bridgeport,  and 
lived  at  Nichols,  his  birthplace,  until  his  seventh 
year;  then  attended  schools  at  Rochester,  N.  Y. , 
for  eleven  years,  commencing  the  study  of  Latin 
at  eight  and  of  Greek  at  twelve  years  of  age.  He 
graduated  at  De  Graff’s  military  school,  where  he 
was  a pupil  of  Clark,  the  grammarian,  and  finally 
at  Williston  Seminary,  Easthampton,  Mass. , tak- 
ing high  honors  in  the  classics.  Three  years  were 
then  devoted  to  the  study  of  vocal  music  and  the 
ancient  classics,  until  Mr.  Nichols’  entrance  at 
the  Johns  Hopkins  University,  during  the  summer 
vacations  of  his  course  there  attending  lectures 
on  the  philosophy  of  Hegel  at  the  Concord 
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Summer  School  of  Philosophy,  under  the  United 
States  commissioner  of  education,  the  Hon. 
William  T.  Harris,  LL.  D.  A thesis  written  by 
Mr.  Nichols  at  that  time  was  forwarded  by  Dr. 
Harris  to  Scotland,  to  the  renowned  author  of 
The  Secret  of  Hegel , as  a specimen  of  what 
American  students  were  doing  on  speculative 
lines.  Mr.  Nichols’ theological  training  occupied 
five  years — two  in  the  study  of  ethics  and 
speculative  theology  at  Seabury  Divinity  School, 
Minnesota,  and  the  regular  three-years’  course 
at  the  General  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  New  York  City.  He  was 
ordained  deacon  by  Bishop  Henry  C.  Potter,  at 
St.  Thomas'  Church.  New  York  City,  and  to  the 
priesthood  at  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Com- 
munion of  that  city.  During  his  diaconate,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  de  Lyon  Nichols  was  assistant  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  E.  Edwards  Beardsley  at  St.  Thomas’ 
Church,  New  Haven,  also  attending  lectures  on 
the  philosophy  of  religion  at  Yale  Divinity  School. 
He  was  then  called  to  be  rector  of  St.  Stephen’s 
Church  on  the  historic  Bentley  Manor,  an  out- 
lying portion  of  the  William  H.  Aspinwall  estate, 
on  Staten  Island,  New  York  city.  Having  im- 
ported some  of  the  ideas  of  Henry  R.  Haweis, 
the  London  divine,  the  author  of  Music  and  Mor- 
als. the  Rev.  Mr.  de  Lyon  Nichols’  Parish  was 
widely  known  as  "The  Aesthetic  Parish  of  Staten 
Island",  and  its  Easter  and  Twelfth  Night 
festival  services  were  attended  by  throngs  from 
a radius  of  more  than  ten  miles.  Mr.  Nichols 
was  a contributor  to  the  memorial  birthday 
volume  presented  by  Americans  to  Sir  Michael 
Munkacsy,  of  Paris,  the  renowned  painter  of 
“ Christ  before  Pilate.”  For  four  years  he  was 
chaplain  of  the  Department  of  Public  Charities, 
New  York  City,  and  he  has  made  a highly  suc- 
cessful dash  into  literature,  "The  Greek  Madonna" 
'written  under  the  nom  de  plume  “Shelton 
Chauncey,”  having  passed  through  several 
editions  with  a wide  circulation  in  England  and 
on  the  continent  of  Europe.  He  passes  three 
months  of  each  year  in  literary  seclusion  at 
Bridgeport,  where  he  is  now  completing  the  MS. 
of  "The  Decadents”,  his  story  of  Blackwell’s 
Island,  and  Newport,  into  whose  plot  a pretty 
sketch  of  Nichols,  his  birthplace,  is  interwoven. 
Rev.  Mr.  Nichols  is  also  the  author  of  "The 
Park  City  Peerage,"  a genealogical  volume. 
For  one  month  of  each  year  he  sojourns  at  New- 
port, the  remainder  being  passed  in  New  York 
City  occupied  with  various  philanthropic  institu- 
tions, and  as  Vicar  of  St.  Luke's  Episcopal 
Church.  Rev.  Mr.  Nichols  is  the  founder  of  the 
New  York  Sunday  Kindergarten,  backed  by  men 
and  women  of  National  repute,  and  where  the 


system  of  religious  artistic  symbolism,  of  which 
he  is  the  originator,  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
lives  of  tenement-house  children.  He  is  to 
inaugurate  a much  greater  philanthropic  under- 
taking on  Cathedral  Heights,  New  York  City, 
after  an  extended  sojourn  in  Europe. 


JfOHN  BEACH  NICHOLS,  Sr.,  (deceased), 

I was  at  the  time  of  his  death  one  of  the  oldest 
living  members  of  this  distinguished  family, 
and  for  many  years  was  a leading  agriculturist 
of  the  town  of  Trumbull,  Fairfield  county. 

Born  August  16,  1817.  our  subject  was  a son 
of  John  Nichols,  and  a grandson  of  Andrew 
Nichols,  who  was  a native  of  Nichols,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  there  throughout  his  life.  At  the 
age  of  thirty-five  he  married  Hepsey  Curtis,  by 
whom  he  had  ten  children:  Silas,  Robert,  John 
(sketch  of  whom  follows),  Isaac,  Sally,  Mary, 
Patty,  Hezekiah,  Abiah  and  Nathan. 

John  Nichols,  the  father  of  John  B,  Nichols, 
Sr.,  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Nichols,  and  in 
early  manhood  purchased  farming  land  from  the 
Fairchild’s,  where  he  built  a house  and  estab- 
lished his  home.  Politically  he  was  a Whig, 
and  like  the  other  members  of  his  family  he  was 
prominent  in  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Trumbull.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Mary 
Curtis,  by  whom  he  had  three  children:  Ahiah, 
born  June  6,  1793;  Roswell,  born  December  1, 
1801 ; and  Sidney,  born  December  3,  1807.  The 
mother  of  these  died  May  8,  1811,  and  for  his 
second  wife  John  Nichols  wedded  Ruth  Beach, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Beach,  of  Daniels  Farms, 
town  of  Trumbull,  and  by  her  had  five  children, 
whose  names  with  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows: 
Ruth  Ann,  April  19,  1813;  a son  that  died  in  in- 
fancy; John  Beach,  Sr.,  August  16,  1817;  Corn- 
fee  Maria,  March  21,  1820;  and  Mary  H.,  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1824.  All  of  the  above  are  now  de- 
ceased except  Ruth  Ann,  who  is  a resident  of 
Elgin,  Illinois. 

John  Beach  Nichols,  Sr.,  always  made  his 
home  at  Nichols,  where  he  owned  a fine  farm. 
As  a citizen  he  showed  much  public  spirit,  and 
for  many  years  he  had  been  an  active  supporter 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Trumbull.  In 
local  politics  he  was  influential  as  a member  of 
the  Republican  party,  serving  as  selectman,  as- 
sessor, and  member  of  the  board  of  relief.  He 
was  married  three  times,  first  November  18, 
1840,  to  Mary  R.  Brinsmade,  who  -was  born 
February  14.  1820,  and  they  had  two  children: 
Horatio  Brinsmade,  born  May  9,  1845,  married 
Laura  Fairchild,  and  died  October  19.  187 51 
and  John  Wickliff,  born  April  13,  1847,  died 
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July  25,  1853.  The  mother  of  these  passed 
away  February  23,  1849,  and  for  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Nichols  wedded,  March  23,  1850,  Har- 
riet E.  Brinsmade,  who  was  born  July  5,  1816, 
and  died  June  19,  i860,  without  issue.  For  his 
third  wife  Mr.  Nichols  married,  August  17,  1864, 
Catharine  E.  Plumb,  who  was  born  February  4, 
1833,  and  died  August  29,  1879,  leaving  two 
children:  John  Beach,  Jr.,  born  May  22,  1866, 
married  January  28,  1894,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  farming  and  dairying;  and  Catharine  May, 
born  March  5,  1876,  married  June  8,  1898,  to 
Lester  Shelton,  of  Booth  Hill,  town  of  Hunting- 
ton.  Fairfield  county.  On  May  1,  1899,  John 
Beach  Nichols,  Sr.,  died  at  Nichols,  Trumbull, 
aged  81  years,  8 months,  1 5 days. 


TSAAC  ELBERT  NICHOLS,  a prominent  ag 
1 riculturist  of  the  town  of  Trumbull,  is  highli 
esteemed  among  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances 
bis  sterling  qualities  of  character  commandini 
the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  born  at  Nichols.  Conn. 
February  io.  1827,  a son  of  Isaiah  Nichols  an< 
frandson  of  Isaac  Nichols,  who  owned  an  exten 
ive  tract  of  land  in  that  locality',  and  passed  hi: 

Sall!nHawley‘Ural  His  firSt  wife  Wa! 

Isaiah  Nichols,  the  father  of  our  subject,  wa: 

TmmbuliagnH  UnSt'  °wning  a lar8e  farm  ir 
his  time  anH  * receiv®d  a Sood  education  fo: 
iudeTent  hf  WaSrmUCh  resPected  forhissount 
f e»L  bemg  often  called  upon  to  settle  es 

J°Im  Nichols*'  *'  Abiah  Nich0ls'  a dau§bter  o: 
Pegationtl  rh^K  d*~Ut  member  °f  the  Con 

ffi rlifehUorfChK,KTh%  Jh3d  f0Ur  children 

Farms,  Elliot  P if ^beilILEd'vards'  of  Daniel: 
Isaac  F1K  Albert,  and  Sidney  W 

schools  of  his  nat'  ‘Cb0ls  Was  educate<f  in  thi 
in  agricultural  n IVe- ,own’  and  has  been  engagec 

p£tSS7T  S1,T  early manhood  Th, 

Nichob.Tu"  at  haS  been  sPent  a 

*««,  Newtown  ™jp-haS  res,ded  in  Bridge 
1 Democrat  thoul  Politically  he  i 

By  his  first  ; fe0Ugb  ln  ear‘y  We  he  was  a Whig 

^^nochlldrenTvV  of  Tashua 

“lss  Henrietta  BanC'of6  mar"age-  with 

dsughter,  Ermina  M k ’-r  Easton'  he  has  : 
a"<ia  son,  CharL  RnWLe  °‘David  E-  Plumb 
now  a reside  . Banks.  The  latter,  who  i< 


Jow  a resident  of  M S‘  Fhe  latte 
M'ss  Mary  ] hI^kT0*’  thls  co«nty.  _ 

Charl«  Frederick  and  TK  haS  tW0  childl 
, Mrs'  Henrietta  rtf  1?eodore  Elbert. 

°J  Samuel  Banks*  Nlchols  is  a dau( 

Ba°hs.  both  regents  Bfpddaughter  of  Sol° 
ents  0{  Easton,  where  they 


lowed  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner.  Sam- 
uel Banks  married  Laura  Sherwood,  and  had 
seven  children,  of  whom  the  following  are  now 
living:  Mary  B.,  wife  of  Charles  N.  Fairchild; 

George  S.,  who  resides  in  Easton;  and  Henri- 
etta, Mrs.  Nichols. 


LUCIUS  CURTIS  NICHOLS,  a well-known 

' citizen  of  Trumbull  township,  is  passing  the 

afternoon  of  life  in  retirement  at  his  pleasant 
home  near  Nichols  village,  on  the  road  between 
that  place  and  Huntington. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Nichols,  May  6,  1828, 
a son  of  Prosper  Nichols,  and  grandson  of  Rob- 
ert Nichols.  The  latter  was  a leading  farmer  of 
that  locality  in  his  day.  He  married  Joanna 
Peet,  and  had  four  children:  Ira,  Abijah  M., 
Prosper  and  Charles  L. 

Prosper  Nichols,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  January  6,  1795,  and  was  reared  upon 
the  old  farm,  but  on  entering  into  business  life 
he  became  interested  in  the  buying  and  selling 
of  cattle.  Later  he  engaged  in  butchering  at 
Bridgeport  in  partnership  with  Gideon  Thomp- 
son. and  afterward  continued  the  business  alone 
for  a time,  but  finally  formed  another  partner- 
ship with  Capt.  William  M.  Terry.  He  was 
known  throughout  this  section  as  a careful,  hon- 
est man,  whose  business  ability  was  above  the 
average,  and  for  years  he  was  prominent  in  local 
affairs  as  a worker  in  the  Whig  party.  He  was 
senior  warden  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church, 
Nichols,  from  its  formation  until  after  his  second 
marriage,  when  he  resigned,  as  his  Sabbaths  were 
then  spent  in  Newtown.  His  first  wife,  Lucy 
Curtis,  daughter  of  Daniel  M.  Curtis,  of  Nichols, 
died  January  i,  1859,  and  he  was  afterward 
married  in  Newtown  to  Mrs.  Benjamin  Glover. 
He  had  five  children,  all  by  the  first  marriage: 
Charles  Carlos,  who  died  in  1845;  Samantha, 
who  married  David  Nichols,  and  died  in  1849, 
leaving  one  son,  Charles  Carlos,  now  deceased; 
Eliza,  who  married  Rev.  John  L.  Peck;  Lucius 
Curtis,  and  Caroline,  deceased,  who  married 
Edwin  Peck,  and  had  a son,  George,  now  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Peck  & Lines,  of  Bridge- 
port. 

Lucius  Curtis  Nichols  was  reared  to  farm 
work  at  the  old  homestead,  his  education  being 
obtained  in  the  schools  of  his  native  place.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  became  an  apprentice  in  the 
saddle-tree  factory  of  Fairchild,  Peet  & Co., 
afterward  F.  P.  Ambler  & Sons,  where  he  was 
employed  continuously  until  the  establishment 
was  closed,  and  since  that  time  he  has  not  been 
engaged  in  business.  While  he  has  never  been 
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especially  active  in  politics,  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  at  all  times  he  has  taken  a keen  inter- 
ert  in  the  welfare  of  his  community.  On  No- 
vember 7,  1852,  he  married  Miss  Josephine  Eliz- 
abeth Curtis,  daughter  of  Sheldon  Curtis,  of 
Nichols.  She  died  in  August.  1861.  leaving  one 
daughter,  Idwella  Imogene,  now  the  wife  of 
Gideon  Tomlinson.  They  have  four  children: 
Josephine  Elizabeth,  Charles  Henry,  Jessie  May 
and  Lucius  Nichols  Tomlinson.  Of  these  Jose- 
phine recently  married  Wm.  H.  Lyon,  of  Ansonia. 


DANIEL  M.  NICHOLS,  a highly  respected 
resident  of  Nichols,  seems  to  have  inherited 
the  military  ardor  of  his  ancestry,  and  during  the 
Civil  war  he  made  an  honorable  record  as  a sol- 
dier, serving  from  August  25,  1862,  to  August  31, 
1863,  as  a private  in  Company  D,  Twenty-third 
Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  born  April  16,  1835,  at  the 
old  homestead  at  Nichols  village,  the  son  of  Abi- 
jah  M.  Nichols,  a well-known  citizen.  On  com- 
pleting his  course  of  study  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  town,  our  subject  was  employed  by  F.  P. 
Ambler  & Sons,  in  their  saddle-tree  and  harness- 
tree  factory,  remaining  until  the  business  was 
abandoned. 


C CHARLES  BRINSMADE  NICHOLS.  This 
I respected  resident  of  Trumbull  township  is 
the  owner  of  a large  estate  near  Nichols  village, 
and,  like  his  ancestors  for  several  generations 
past,  he  devotes  much  of  his  time  and  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  born  April  16,  1838,  at  his 
present  homestead,  which  has  been  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  family  since  pioneer  times.  His 
great-grandfather,  Andrew  Nichols,  was  a native 
and  lifelong  resident  of  that  locality.  John 
Nichols,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  also  born 
at  Nichols,  and  he  died  there  March  1,  1862,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years  and  eight  months. 
By  his  first  marriage,  to  Mary  Curtis,  John 
Nichols  had  three  children:  Abiah,  Roswell  and 
Sidney,  and  by  his  second  wife,  Ruth  Beach,  he 
had  four  children:  John  B.  (a  resident  of  Nichols), 
Mary,  Maria  and  Ruth  Ann. 

Sidney  Nichols,  the  father  of  Charles  B. , was 
born  at  the  old  homestead,  December  12,  1807, 
and  died  April  q,  1867.  He  was  a well-known 
citizen  and  took  much  interest  in  political  ques- 
tions of  his  time,  first  as  a Whig  and  later  as  a 
Republican.  His  wife,  Caroline  Elizabeth  (Brins- 
made),  who  died  November  6,  1 88 1 , was  a 
daughter  of  Abraham  Brinsmade,  of  Daniels 


Farms,  and  of  their  two  children,  Charles  B.  and 
Elsia  A. , the  latter  died  when  nineteen  years  old. 

Charles  B.  Nichols  began  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  village,  and  at  thirteen  en- 
tered a private  school  at  Trumbull  Center.  Later 
he  attended  Hines  Institute,  at  Warren,  Conn., 
and  on  completing  his  course  there  he  engaged 
in  general  farming  at  the  homestead.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a Republican,  and  he  has  at  times  held 
local  offices,  including  that  of  selectman.  He  is 
interested  in  all  that  concerns  the  development 
of  the  community,  and  for  years  he  has  been  a 
leading  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Trumbull.  On  January  12,  1870,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Huntington  to  Miss  Hannah  E.  Nichols, 
daughter  of  Nathan  B.  Nichols,  and  two  children 
have  blessed  the  union:  Elsie  E.,  who  died  Sep- 
tember 5,  1897,  and  Edith  Caroline.  The  mother 
of  these  died  February  24,  1899,  aged  fifty-one 
years,  five  months  and  two  days.  Mr.  Nichols 
is  treasurer  of  the  Village  Improvement  Associa- 
tion. For  several  years  he  served  as  school 
treasurer. 


USTIN  SHERMAN  NICHOLS,  a military 

veteran,  is  a leading  resident  of  the  town 

of  Trumbull,  and  enjoys  in  a high  degree  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
was  born  March  10,  1844,  at  his  present  home- 
stead in  Nichols  village,  a fine  estate  which  has 
now  been  in  the  family  for  three  generations. 

Silas  Nichols,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
the  first  of  the  name  to  own  this  farm,  and  he  fol- 
lowed agriculture  there  for  a number  of  years. 
He  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one.  He 
and  his  wife  Sarah  had  four  children:  David 
Plumb,  Andrew  B. , Cynthia,  and  Harriet. 

David  Plumb  Nichols,  father  of  Austin  S., 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  town  of  Trumbull, 
and  soon  after  his  marriage  to  Harriet  Sher- 
man of  Monroe,  this  county,  settled  at  the  pres- 
ent homestead,  where  he  built  the  residence  now 
occupied  by  his  son.  He  was  originally  a Whig 
in  politics,  and  on  its  organization  transferred  his 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he 
remained  a faithful  adherent  until  his  death,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three.  His  wife  survives  him  and 
resides  at  the  homestead.  They  had  two  sons: 
Austin  Sherman,  and  Hobart  L. , who  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-four. 

Austin  S.  Nichols  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Trumbull  and  in  Easton  Academy.  In 
early  manhood  he  took  up  arms  in  defense  of  the 
Union,  enlisting  on  August  30,  1861,  in  Company 
D,  Twenty-third  Conn.  V.  I.  During  his  term 
of  service  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Brashear  City, 
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bat  after  a couple  of  weeks  be  was  exchanged, 
and  on  August  30,  1862.  he  was  mustered  out  at 
New  Haven.  In  November,  1862,  he  went  to 
New  York  City  to  enter  the  employ  of  a dealer 
in  oil.  and  later  he  was  engaged  in  a commission 
business  there  for  sixteen  years.  On  the  death 
of  bis  father  he  returned  to  the  homestead,  where 
be  has  since  given  his  attention  to  agriculture 
and  dairying.  He  still  retains  his  interests  in 
military  affairs  and  belongs  to  the  society  of  Ex- 
prisoners of  the  Civil  War  and  to  the  G.  A.  R. , 
Elias  Howe  Post,  at  Bridgeport.  Mr.  Nichols 
was  married  in  New  York  City  to  Miss  Harriet 
Haxford,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  the  union:  Lester  S. , 
who  was  accidently  killed  at  Bridgeport,  by  a rail- 
way train;  Merton,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years;  and  Lulu,  who  died  when  one  year  old. 


TSAAC  WARDWELL,  a venerable  citizen  t 
- Stamford,  Conn.,  now  eighty-three  years  < 
a?e,  is  one  of  Fairfield  county’s  prominent  an 
successful  business  men,  his  commercial  caret 
covering  a sixty-years’  connection  with  the  Rii 
powam  Foundry, of  Stamford,  now  the  Stamfor 

ACompany mPany ' ^ f°rmerly  J-  D-  Warre 

Mr.  Wardwell  is  of  the  sixth  generation  . 
the  family  who  have  lived  at  Stamford.  H 
PW-grandfather  can,®  frotn  Rho<Je  Island  an 
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remained  ten  years  u h Amer,ca'  wh«e  h 
P“rchased  what  u,™  returned  to  Stamfon 
la™.  Md  here  DIirihe,u  kn0wn  as  the  Westco 

^EFehruaryP22  l8‘  his  lifl 

he  tnarried  Hann:h  ^ ' 0n  March  24,  i79! 
Were  born  fourteen  rh  ?APi>’  and  t0  this  unic 
yH.  .800  marrieJ  p,reD:  P°lly'  bor»  Ja' 

fpnl  2 4, 1894  at  NedwPrney  Daniels’  and  die 

J°ly  *5.  <801  If6:  Ca"aan;  William,  bor 
' Was  marned  on  November  it 


1837,  to  Harriet  Webb,  and  lived  at  New  Canaan; 
he  died  October  11,  1843.  Rufus,  born  Decem- 
ber 18,  1803,  married  Mary  Gaylor  on  February 
28,  1836;  he  died  in  Stamford,  July  29,  1876. 
James  (1),  born  June  30,  1805,  died  February 
14,  1807;  Sally,  born  May  22,  1807,  became  the- 
wife  of  William  H.  Adams;  she  died  March  1, 
1875.  Isaac  (1),  born  May  7,  1809,  died  May 
11,  1812.  Hannah,  born  November  12,  1810, 
became  the  wife  of  Rev.  S.  W.  Scofield;  she  is- 
still  living,  at  Stamford.  Abigail,  born  August 
20,  1812,  died  November  1 1 , 1891.  Luther, 
born  April  19,  1814,  died  June  28,  1814.  Isaac 
(2)  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch.  Betsey, 
twin  sister  of  Isaac,  bom  December  10,  1815,. 
was  married  May  7,  1838,  to  Rev.  William  C.. 
Hoyt;  she  is  still  living  in  Stamford.  Priscilla, 
born  January  15,  1818,  died  January  28,  1820.. 
A son,  born  and  died  January  9,  1820.  James 
(2),  born  June  13,  1821,  died  June  24,  1894;  he 
married  Sarah  C.  Rebecca  Bishop,  on  January 
22,  1845. 

Isaac  Wardwell  passed  his  boyhood  on  the 
homestead  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  where  his 
birth  occurred  December  10,  1815.  He  re- 
ceived a good  common-school  education,  attend- 
ing at  a house  that  stood  on  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent St.  Johns  Park,  and  later  studying  at  the 
Stamford  Academy,  which  stood  on  the  ground 
now  occupied  by  the  town  hall.  In  1832,  after 
his  school  days  were  over,  he  was  apprenticed  to 
the  carpenter's  trade  with  Edwin  Bishop,  and 
served  five  years.  In  1838  he  went  to  work  for 
George  E.  Waring,  in  the  foundry,  and  in  1846 
he  became  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  which 
was  then  comprised  of  George  E.  Waring,  James 
B.  Scofield,  Jonathan  Hall  and  Isaac  Wardwell, 
Mr.  Hall's  interest  being  purchased  one  year 
later  by  J.  D.  Warren.  In  1851  the  firm 
changed,  becoming  J.  D.  Warren  & Co.,  and  it 
subsequently  became  a stock  company  under  the 
name  of  the  Stamford  Foundry  Company,  of 
which  J.  D.  Warren  was  made  president.  Mr. 
Wardwell  had  learned  his  trade  thoroughly,  and 
he  soon  became  a skilled  worker  in  wood,  and 
being  of  a mechanical  turn  developed  into  a first- 
class  pattern  maker.  Possessing  business  tact 
and  ability,  it  was  not  long  before  he  came  to 
the  front  in  the  company,  and  also  in  outside 
business  affairs.  From  the  start  he  served  as 
superintendent,  and  at  this  time,  although  prac- 
tically retired  from  active  duties,  he  still  devotes 
some  time  to  the  business  of  the  plant.  Mr. 
Wardwell  was  one  of  the  promoters  and  builders 
of  the  improved  Stamford  canal,  and  was  also  in- 
strumental in  the  improvement  of  the  harbor. 
He  is  a stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank. 
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of  Stamford,  which  is  now  the  oldest  national 
bank  in  the  United  States.  At  the  time  its 
charter  was  granted  it  was  fourth  in  point  of  age, 
but  since  the  other  three  banks  have  ceased  to 
exist,  the  Stamford  bank  is  now  the  oldest  in  the 
country.  Mr.  Wardwell  is  remarkably  active  for 
one  of  "his  years,  and  to  this  day  enjoys  greatly  a 
sail  on  the  Sound;  he  also  delights  in  the  sport 
of  Izaak  Walton. 

On  April  27,  1847,  Mr.  Wardwell  was  married 
to  Miss  Frederica  Louisa  Shaw,  a daughter  of 
Frederick  Shaw,  and  to  their  union  were  born 
children  as  follows:  Anna  Wilkinson,  Ida  Louisa. 

I.  Franklin  and  Claison  Shaw.  The  entire  fam- 
ily are  members  of  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church, 
Stamford,  Mr.  Wardwell  having  been  an  active 
worker  as  Sunday-school  teacher  and  member  of 
the  choir  in  former  years.  His  residence  is  on 
Elm  Hill,  west  of  the  old  homestead,  having 
been  built  in  i860  on  property  adjoining  the 
Westcott  farm. 

I.  Franklin  Wardwell  was  born  October  10, 
1854,  and  passed  his  early  life  attending  the 
schools  of  Stamford,  first  the  common  and  later 
the  high  school.  In  the  meantime  he  had  com- 
menced the  study  of  dentistry  under  Dr.  E.  T. 
Payne,  from  whom  he  had  two  years’  tuition,  and 
he  completed  his  preparation  for  his  profession  at 
the  Philadelphia  Dental  College,  in  which  he 
eventually  became  one  of  the  demonstrators, 
during  his  second  year  being  made  one  of  the 
Faculty.  Alter  his  graduation,  in  1876,  he  be- 
came connected  with  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, as  clinical  instructor,  continuing  with  the 
institution  in  that  capacity  to  the  present  day. 
From  1876  to  1878  he  practiced  in  Stamford 
with  his  brother,  and  in  the  latter  year  they  es- 
tablished the  office  in  West  Thirty-eighth  street, 
New  York  City,  which  they  have  ever  since  con- 
ducted, of  late  years  giving  their  entire  attention 
to  practice  in  the  metropolis.  Drs.  Wardwell  are 
endowed  with  unusual  ability  as  mechanics,  and 
have  made  a steam  engine,  billiard  table,  etc., 
which  are  practical  proofs  of  their  ingenuity  in 
this  line.  Before  the  electric  motor  was  used  in 
dentistry,  having  conceived  the  idea  of  the  use  of 
compressed  air,  they  developed  it,  constructed 
the  engine,  which  was  a double-action,  upright- 
cylinder  affair,  and  used  same  until  their  re- 
moval to  New  York;  it  was  a most  desirable 
piece  of  mechanism,  and  could  be  regulated  per- 
fectly as  to  speed  and  power. 

On  June  1,  1894,  Dr.  1.  Franklin  Wardwell 
married  Miss  Helen  Embury,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Helen  Embury,  born  October  23,  1896 
who  was  christened  on  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  marriage  of  her  grandfather  Wardwell,  and 


the  forty-third  anniversary  of  the  marriage  of  her 
grandfather  Embury.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wardwell 
reside  opposite  the  present  Wardwell  homestead 
in  a stone  house  built  nearly  sixty  years  ago,  the 
Doctor  “commuting”  to  New  York  daily.  He 
takes  great  interest  in  photography,  yachting, 
etc.,  being  measurer  of  the  Stamford  Yacht  Club, 
and  he  has  built  one  of  the  finest  boats  at  Stam- 
ford. 

Dr.  Claison  S.  Wardwell  was  married  Sep- 
tember 8,  1885,  to  Miss  Mary  Bradford,  and  they 
have  three  children:  Helen,  born  June  17,  1886; 
Joseph  Bradford,  born  February  4,  1888;  and 
Margaret,  born  December  22,  1894.  He  resides 
with  his  family  on  Elm  street,  the  second  house 
west  of  his  father’s  residence. 


LEWIS  W.  BURRITT  (deceased)  was  one  of 

Stratford’s  substantial  citizens,  and  worthily 

represented  a family  which  has  long  been  noted 
for  industry,  thrift  and  public  spirit.  He  was 
born  in  Stratford  September  2,  1802,  and  passed 
his  entire  life  there,  his  death  occurring  February 
1,  1878,  and  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by 
his  fellow  townsmen  is  a convincing  testimony 
to  his  high  character  as  a man. 

His  ancestors,  William  and  Elizabeth  Burritt, 
were  among  the  first  settlers,  and  Ephraim  Burritt, 
his  grandfather,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Strat- 
ford, there  making  his  home  throughout  his  life. 
He  married  Miss  Ufford,  also  a native  of  the 
town,  and  had  the  following  children:  Stephen, 

who  was  employed  for  many  years  as  a laborer 
in  the  harbor  at  Stratford;  Thomas,  a farmer  in 
the  town  of  Stratford;  Ephraim  and  Abel,  who 
were  weavers  by  trade  and  also  followed  farm- 
ing in  Stratford ; Phoebe  (Mrs.  Legrand  Wells); 
Lewis,  our  subject’s  father;  P.  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried James  Cannon. 

Lewis  Burritt,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Stratford,  where  he  followed  the  cabinet- 
maker’s trade  for  many  years.  He  was  a Whig 
in  politics,  and  was  active  in  religious  work  as  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  married 
Esther  Frost,  a native  of  Stratford  and  daughter 
of  Stephen  Frost,  a house  carpenter  by  trade. 
They  had  three  children:  Lewis  W.,  our  sub- 

ject; Alfred,  a retired  resident  of  Stratford,  and 
Ephraim,  who  died  in  infancy.  Alfred  Burritt 
was  born  June  14,  1810.  in  Stratford,  and  be- 
came a cabinet  maker,  following  the  trade  first 
in  New  York  City  and  later  in  Stratford.  He 
has  been  prominent  in  politics  as  a Whig  and 
Republican,  and  has  held  various  local  offices 
including  that  of  selectman,  while  in  1853  he 
was  elected  on  the  Temperance  ticket  as  a repre- 
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sentative  from  his  town  to  the  State  Legislature. 
He  married  Miss  Catherine  A.  Burritt.  daughter 
of  David  Burritt,  of  Stratford,  and  has  had  six 
children,  of  whom  the  youngest  died  in  infancy. 
Ransom  is  a farmer  and  cabinet  maker  in  Strat- 
ford; Miss  Fannie  resides  at  home;  Charles  is 
engaged  in  business  in  Norwalk  as  a tinner  and 
plumber;  Emma  married  John  Rhoades  of 
Brooklyn;  and  William  died  in  early  manhood. 

Lewis  W.  Burritt  followed  the  cabinet-mak- 
er’s trade  in  Stratford  throughout  his  active 
years,  and  by  his  judicious  management  accumu- 
lated a handsome  competence.  His  sound  judg- 
ment and  well-known  integrity  caused  him  to  be 
frequently  chosen  to  positions  of  trust,  and  for 
many  years  he  served  as  town  treasurer.  Poli- 
tically he  was  a Republican  from  the  time  of  the 
formation  of  the  party,  and  his  advice  was  val- 
ued in  the  councils  of  the  local  organization. 
He  and  his  wife  were  leading  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  Stratford,  and  for  years  he 
held  the  office  of  treasurer  in  that  society.  On 
July  20,  1831,  he  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Wil- 
• mot,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven.  Conn.,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1805,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Wilmot, 
a native  of  the  city  and  a representative  of  a 
well-known  family.  She  died  December  20, 
1849,  and  he  afterward  married  Miss  Delia  De- 
Forest,  daughter  of  Daniel  De  Forest,  of  Strat- 
ford. He  had  four  children,  all  by  the  first 
marriage:  George  H.,  who  died  in  New  York 
City  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  was  in  business  in 
the  metropolis;  Lewis  W.  (deceased)  was  also 
in  business  in  New  York;  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  is  a 
highly  respected  resident  of  Stratford;  and  Emily 
L.  died  in  childhood. 


M LANSON  LYON  (deceased),  who  in  his  life- 
time  was  prominent  in  business  circles  and 
in  the  public  affairs  of  the  county,  where  his  an- 
cestors before  him  had  figured,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Redding,  August  21,  1805,  having  de- 
scended from  an  ancient  historic  family. 

This  family  traces  its  origin  to  Leoni,  a Ro- 
man nobleman.  A branch  of  the  family  settled 
in  France,  where  the  name  was  known  as  De- 
Lyon.  One  of  the  family  went  to  England  with 
the  Conqueror,  and  some  thirty  years  later  ac- 
companied Edgar  to  Scotland,  where  he  located. 
Glammis  castle  and  lands  came  into  the  family 
through  the  marriage  in  the  fourteenth  century 
of  one  of  the  successors  to  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Robert  II.  But  their  good  fortune  only  cre- 
ated jealousy,  and  De  Lyon  was  assassinated 
soon  thereafter.  The  castle  and  lands  have  ever 
since  remained  in  the  family,  although  they  have 


been  more  than  once  in  danger.  The  succession 
was  unique,  Thomas,  the  eighth  Earl,  being  the 
last  of  six  brothers  who  succeeded  each  other  — 
the  elder  two  as  heirs  presumptive,  and  the  oth- 
ers as  actual  earls. 

Lemuel  Lyon,  father  of  Alanson  Lyon,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Redding,  January  21,  1768, 
and  was  educated  in  its  common  school.  He 
learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  although  he  al- 
ways followed  farming  as  a means  of  livelihood. 
He  became  possessed  of  considerable  property. 
He  married  Miss  Hulda  Sanford,  who  was  born 
in  1767,  and  to  them  came  the  following  chil- 
dren: Rebecca  married  Curtis  Fanton;  Susan 

married  William  Platt;  Eli  married  Esther  A. 
Northrop;  Aaron  married  Betsey  Sanford;  and 
Alanson  married  Marrietta  Skidmore. 

Alanson  Lyon,  after  his  schooldays  were  over 
and  he  began  life  for  himself,  became  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  with  a brother.  They  also 
manufactured  hat  boxes,  and  later  our  subject 
manufactured  brick;  during  all  of  the  time  how- 
ever, he  was  carrying  on  extensively  farming  op- 
erations. He  was  a capable  business  man,  full 
of  energy  and  industry,  and  made  a success  of 
his  undertakings.  He  served  the  people  of  the 
county  as  deputy  sheriff,  and  was  repeatedly 
elected  constable  of  the  town  of  Redding.  His 
official  acts  met  with  the  approval  of  the  people, 
and  he  was  popular  with  the  masses.  Politically 
he  was  a Whig,  and  on  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party,  he  espoused  the  principles  of 
that  party.  A man  of  good  information,  and  of 
considerable  force,  he  was  influential  in  social 
and  public  affairs.  He  was  identified  with  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. ; and  also  with  the  F.  & A.  M.,  be- 
ing prominent  in  both  orders.  He  married  Miss 
Marietta  Skidmore,  a daughter  of  Rufus  and 
Jerusha  (Ferris)  Skidmore,  he  a prominent 
physician  of  Newtown,  Conn.  To  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alanson  Lyon  were  born  the 
following  children:  (1)  Mary  Ella,  born  July  19, 
1851,  and  married  Hobart  Brinsmade,  a native 
of  Trumbull,  Conn.,  who  became  principal  of  a 
Bridgeport  public  school,  was  subsequently 
European  agent  of  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Co., 
but  is  now  a wholesale  merchant  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. ; 
they  have  two  children — Robert  B.  and  Lewis. 
(2)  Rufus  Alanson.  born  February  21,  1853, 
was  reared  and  educated  i*  his  native  town — 
Redding.  He  taught  school  some  in  that  locality, 
and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  went  to  Bridgeport, 
where  he  became  connected  with  the  Bridgeport 
Farmer.  With  that  publication  he  remained  for 
a number  of  years,  and  became  familiar  with 
every  branch  of  the  newspaper  business.  From 
there  he  went  to  New  Haven,  and  for  several 
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years  was  identified  with  the  New  Haven  Reg- 
ister. He  was  then  one  year  with  the  Bridge- 
port News  as  its  editor,  and  of  which  he  was 
part  owner.  Later  he  again  became  identified 
with  the  Farmer , serving  on  the  editorial  staff, 
being  the  city  editor.  For  a year  subsequently 
he  was  the  managing  editor  of  the  New  Haven 
Union.  Mr.  Lyon  is  unmarried,  and  resides 
with  his  mother  at  Redding.  (3)  Elizabeth  F., 
born  May  9,  1855,  died  in  1861.  (4)  Jennie  A., 

born  in  the  town  of  Redding,  June  27,  1857, 
married  John  Reed,  a farmer  of  that  town,  and 
they  have  three  children — Herbert,  Bessie,  and 
Ferris. 

Peter  Ferris,  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Alanson  Lyon,  bought  a farm  in  the  town 
of  Newtown  as  early  as  1711,  and  farmed 
throughout  his  lifetime.  The  deed  to  the  farm 
was  given  to  Danbury,  there  being  no  probate 
office  at  Newtown  at  the  time  the  deed  was 
made.  He  married  Martha  Northrop,  of  New- 
town. Joseph  Ferris,  one  of  their  children,  was 
a very  conscientious  and  strict  member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  during  the  Revolution- 
ary war  refused  to  enter  the  service  of  the 
Continental  army.  At  that  time  such  a stand 
was  considered  next  to  treason.  His  property 
was  about  to  be  confiscated,  and  but  for  the  acts 
of  his  wife  it  would  have  been  lost.  He  left,  go- 
ing to  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  remained  eight 
years,  then  returned  and  passed  his  life  in  New- 
town, Fairfield  county,  engaged  chiefly  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  married  Abigail  Sherman, 
of  Newtown,  daughter  of  Daniel  Sherman,  who 
belonged  to  the  family  which  produced  Roger 
Sherman,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  Abigail  Sher- 
man's mother  seemed  to  be  by  nature  a doctor, 
and  much  of  her  time  was  spent  in  traveling  on 
horseback  through  that  locality,  visiting  and  ad- 
ministering to  the  sick.  The  children  of  Joseph 
Ferris  and  his  wife  were:  Daniel,  Martha,  and 

Ruth.  Daniel  Ferris  was  born  in  Newtown,  and 
by  occupation  was  a farmer.  He  married 
Jerusha  Glover,  a daughter  of  Elias  Glover,  of 
Newtown,  and  had  children:  (1)  Jerusha,  was 

married  to  Dr.  Rufus  Skidmore,  and  had  chil- 
dren— Jane  A.,  born  February  11,  1822,  married 
B.  T.  Burr  (now  deceased),  who  was  a merchant 
of  Greenfield,  and  also  engaged  in  farming; 
Marietta  (Mrs.  Alanson  Lyon),  born  June  6, 
1825;  and  Martha  E.,  born  January  29.  1827, 
married  James  T.  Johnson  (now  deceased),  who 
was  a farmer,  and  later  was  in  business  at  Bridge- 
port. (2)  Glover  was  married  to  Mary  Briscoe, 
and  had  one  child  that  died  in  youth. 

Dr.  Rufus  Skidmore  was  graduated  from  the 
Vermont  Medical  University,  in  1817,  under  the 


presidency  of  Daniel  Huntington.  Early  in  his 
professional  career  he  traveled  through  the  South 
and  to  Cuba,  in  search  of  a suitable  place  to  lo- 
cate in  the  practice.  But  owing  to  climatic  con- 
ditions, his  health  would  not  permit  of  a location 
in  the  South,  so  he  returned  to  New  England  and 
settled  at  Newtown,  where  he  passed  his  life. 
He  was  a skillful  surgeon  and  physician,  and  was 
frequently  called  in  consultation.  In  one  case 
there  was  a lady  of  the  town  who  had  presum- 
ably passed  into  the  unknown;  her  case  had  been 
given  up  by  the  attending  physicians,  and  she 
was  supposed  to  be  dead,  but  through  some  skill- 
full act  of  Dr.  Skidmore’s  the  patient  rallied  and 
recovered,  and  outlived  the  Doctor. 


'\WW  I L L I A M MEACHEN,  a well-known 
Jj/jr  prosperous  citizen  of  Bridgeport,  where 
for  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  business 
of  market  gardening  on  the  spot  where  a portion 
of  East  Bridgeport  now  stands,  but  is  now  living 
retired,  is  a native  of  England,  born  in  1819,  in 
the  County  of  Norfolk. 

Robert  Meachen,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
of  the  same  nativity,  and  followed  farming  pur- 
suits in  Norfolk  all  his  days,  dying  there.  He 
married  Ann  Bridges,  and  by  her  had  a family  of 
eleven  children — six  sons  and  five  daughters. 
The  sons  were  named,  respectively,  Charles, 
Robert,  James,  William,  Edward  and  Henry. 
Of  these,  Charles  was  a farmer  near  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  died  there;  Robert  was  a market 
gardener  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  died  there; 
James  is  a retired  market  gardener,  living  in 
Stratford,  Conn.;  William  (our  subject)  will  be 
fully  spoken  of  farther  on;  Edward  was  a market 
gardener  in  Indiana,  where  he  was  killed;  and 
Henry  is  a market  gardener  at  Michigan  City, 
Ind.  None  of  the  sisters  left  their  native  land. 

William  Meachen  received  his  education  in 
England,  and  there  commenced  to  learn  the 
trades  of  miller  and  baker,  but  did  not  finish 
them.  Afterward  he  worked  on  the  home  farm 
with  his  father.  At  about  the  age  of  twenty 
years  he  married  Miss  Ann  Carr,  who  was  born 
in  the  same  neighborhood,  a daughter  of  James 
Carr,  and  some  eighteen  months  later  (about 
sixty  years  ago)  the  young  couple  came  to  the 
United  States,  making  their  first  New-World 
home  in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  where  Mr.  Meachen 
found  employment  as  a coachman  in  a private 
family,  a position  he  filled  twelve  years.  From 
Paterson  he  moved  to  Jersey  City,  and  for  the 
next  fourteen  years  conducted  a lucrative  market- 
gardening business;  but  selling  out  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  in  1862,  he  came  to  Connecticut,  and 
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in  the  town  of  Stratford,  Fairfield  county,  pur- 
chased a farm  of  forty  acres  of  raw  land,  covered 
with  wild  brush,  rocks,  etc.,  now  the  scene  of 
beautiful  residences,  fine  streets  and  avenues, 
etc.,  in  fact  a portion  of  the  site  of  East  Bridge- 
port. When  Mr.  Meachen  came  here  there  were 
no  more  than  six  houses  to  be  seen  between  his 
place  and  the  city  (proper)  of  Bridgeport.  Here 
he  was  the  first  gardener,  and  followed  his  old 
vocation  of  market-gardening  until  in  1892  he 
sold  his  property,  the  forty  acres  above  referred 
to,  to  Bradley  Nichols  & Son  for  $40,000,  the 
same  having  originally  cost  him  $4,000. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Meachen  were 
born  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity, as  follows:  Margaret  is  the  wife  of 

Charles  Hulah,  of  Bridgeport;  George  lives  in 
Stratford;  Christianna  married  George  Dew, 
formerly  a merchant,  now  a farmer  in  the  town 
of  Fairfield;  Sarah  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Will- 
iam Paddock,  a jeweler  in  Bridgeport;  William, 
Jr.,  is  a market  gardener  in  Stratford;  Charles 
is  a manufacturer  of  brooms  in  Bridgeport;  and 
Elizabeth  married  Thomas  Wyle,  clothier,  of 
New  Haven.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meachen  and  all 
the  family  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in 
which  denomination  he  has  been  an  officer  for 
the  long  period  of  nearly  half  a century,  and  he 
gave  valuable  assistance  toward  the  erection  of 
the  M.  E.  Church  building  in  East  Bridgeport. 

In  politics  Mr.  Meachen  is  a Republican;  he 
served  as  one  of  the  burgesses  of  East  Bridge- 
port at  the  time  it  was  a borough,  and  in  earlier 
days  was  a member  of  the  school  committee  sev- 
eral times.  He  at  all  times  gives  liberal  support 
to  those  measures  which  he  believes  calculated 
to  promote  the  general  welfare.  Wherever 
known  he  is  held  in  high  regard,  and  his  friends 
are  legion  throughout  the  county. 


MON.  SAMUEL  BALDWIN  BEACH,  a 

wealthy  and  influential  resident  of  the  town 

of  Trumbull,  has  been  identified  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  his  locality  for  many  years, 
while  various  investments  in  enterprises  in  Bridge- 
port have  brought  him  into  prominence  among 
business  men  of  that  thriving  city. 

Mr.  Beach  was  born  October  4,  1823,  in  the 
Daniels  Farms  District,  of  Trumbull  township, 
where  his  family  have  been  prominent  for  many 
years.  Ephraim  Beach,  his  grandfather,  was  a 
farmer  in  that  locality,  and  he  and  his  wife,  Mary 
(Edwards),  were  much  esteemed  by  the  early 
residents. 

Ephraim  W.  Beach,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Trumbull  township  and  spent  his  early 


years  at  Daniels  Farms,  but  in  1833  he  removed  to 
Chestnut  Hill  District,  of  Trumbull,  where  he  made 
his  permanent  home,  his  death  occurring  there 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eightv-eight  years.  He 
was  a man  of  ability  and  influence,  and  held  nu- 
merous township  offices,  including  that  of  super- 
visor. and  at  one  time  he  represented  his  town  in 
the  State  Legislature.  He  was  also  active  in  re- 
ligious work  as  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Trumbull,  in  which  he  served  as  dea- 
con for  many  years.  His  wife,  Dorothy  (Curtis), 
who  also  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  was 
a daughter  of  Agur  Curtis,  of  Stratford,  Conn. 
They  had  the  following  children:  William  Agur, 
a resident  of  Georgia;  Minerva  (Mrs.  Sterling); 
Reuben,  deceased;  Samuel  Baldwin,  our  subject; 
and  Mary,  wife  of  S.  G.  Beardsley. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Chestnut  Hill  District,  and  has  contin- 
ued to  reside  there  at  the  old  homestead.  He  has 
always  been  prominent  in  public  affairs  in  his  lo- 
cality, having  served  as  representative  in  the  Leg- 
islature from  the  town  of  Trumbull.  For  one  of 
his  age  he  is  remarkably  well  preserved,  the  fleet- 
ing years  having  touched  him  but  lightly.  In 
1865  he  was  married  in  Easton,  this  county,  to 
Miss  Augusta  J.  Seeley,  and  three  children  have 
blessed  the  union:  Samuel  W.,  Frances  E.,  and 
Mary  A.  The  family  are  prominent  socially,  and 
are  connected  with  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Trumbull,  Mr.  Beach  having  been  for  many 
years  an  active  worker  therein. 


JUDGE  NICHOLS  C.  DOWNS,  of  Stam- 
ford, now  occupying  the  Bench  of  the  City 
Court,  has  been  a conspicuous  figure  and 
character  of  the  Stamford  Bar,  and  of  the  city 
as  a citizen,  from  the  time  of  his  admittance  to 
the  Fairfield  County  Bar,  in  1884. 

A native  of  Fairfield  county,  Judge  Downs 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  December 
12,  1861.  Monroe  D.  Downs,  his  father,  was 
born  in  Southbury,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.  He 
married  Miss  Charlotte  Nichols  Curtis,  a daugh- 
ter of  Nichols  Curtis,  of  Newtown,  Connecticut. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Newtown,  and  at  the  Newtown  Academy.  On 
the  completion  of  his  literary  education  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  law  under  the  direction  of 
Julius  B.  Curtis,  of  Stamford,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  Fairfield  county,  May  15,  1884. 
From  1887  to  1893.  he  was  deputy  judge  of  the 
borough  court  of  Stamford,  and  since  1893,  the 
date  of  Stamford's  incorporation  as  a city,  he 
has  been  judge  of  the  city  court.  From  1887 
to  1891  he  was  borough  attorney  for  Stamford, 
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and  from  1 893  to  1 898  he  was  corporation  coun- 
sel for  the  city.  Judge  Downs  has  established  a 
reputation  as  a careful  and  painstaking  lawyer, 
conscientious  and  zealous  in  the  business  he  un- 
dertakes. He  is  a lawyer  of  marked  ability,  and 
as  a judge  his  decisions  have  been  eminently  sat- 
isfactory. He  is  a member  of  the  board  of 
governors  of  the  Suburban  Club;  and  is  also 
vice-president  of  the  Stamford  Board  of  Trade. 
In  1894  his  name  was  prominently  mentioned 
as  a popular  candidate  for  the  position  of  Judge 
of  the  Superior  Court.  On  September  5,  1885, 
Judge  Downs  was  married  to  Miss  Jessie  Mac- 
Donald, of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 


MON.  BENJAMIN  PENFIELD  MEAD,  State 

comptroller  of  Connecticut,  is  a man  so 

widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
State  that  he  needs  no  introduction  here.  His 
genial  personality  and  official  capabilities  have 
won  for  him  the  highest  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  who  have  shown  their  appreciation  of 
his  worth  by  placing  him  in  numerous  public 
positions  of  trust. 

Mr.  Mead  is  a native  of  Connecticut,  born 
September  21,  1849,  in  Bridgeport.  His  father, 
Benjamin  Close  Mead,  was  born  in  Greenwich, 
this  State,  and  there  spent  his  boyhood  days,  at 
the  age  of  twelve  commencing  a sea-faring  life, 
which  he  followed  for  many  years.  When  nine- 
teen years  old  he  became  a vessel  master,  and 
he  ran  a packet  between  Bridgeport  and  New 
York  in  the  days  before  there  were  steamers,  the 
last  boat  which  h#  commanded  being  the  schooner 
“William  P.  Boggs.”  Benjamin  C.  Mead  was 
married  at  Greenwich  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Rich, 
who  survives  him,  living  at  Greenwich,  where 
he  passed  away.  Their  children,  eight  in  num- 
ber, are  as  follows:  Louisa  Woodruff,  wife  of 

Charles  T.  McKenny,  of  South  Norwalk,  Conn. ; 
Mary  Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  W.  Burtis,  of 
New  Canaan;  Clemence  Sophia,  living  in  Green- 
wich; Benjamin  Penfield;  Isadore  Frances,  wife 
of  Fred  W.  Emerson,  of  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. ; Rob- 
ert William,  of  Greenwich;  Josephine  Frances, 
wife  of  Walter  R.  Parks,  of  Brooklyn;  and  James 
R.,  residing  in  Greenwich.  The  father  was  an 
old-time  Whig  in  political  sentiment. 

Benjamin  P.  Mead  passed  his  early  life  in 
Greenwich,  where  he  received  his  education,  at- 
tending first  the  public  shools,  and  later  the 
Greenwich  Academy,  from  which  institution  he 
graduated  with  honors.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  went  to  New  York  City,  where  for  three  years 
he  was  engaged  as  bookkeeper  in  a storage  ware- 
house and  flour  store,  and  then  came  to  New 


Canaan,  Conn.,  where  he  embarked  in  the  gen- 
eral mercantile  and  hardware  business  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  J.  W.  Burtis  & Co.  (afterward 
Burtis  & Mead).  Here  he  has  since  made  his 
home,  and  the  firm  continued  to  carry  on  the 
above  mentioned  business  until  January  20, 
1895,  when,  after  many  years  of  success,  they 
retired.  Mr.  Mead’s  position  among  the  promi- 
nent citizens  of  the  town,  however,  was  not  only 
a commercial  one.  He  soon  established  himself 
in  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-townsmen,  who 
honored  him  with  election  to  almost  every  office 
in  their  gift,  and  so  satisfactory  did  he  prove  as 
a public  servant  that,  although  he  has  been  a 
candidate  for  office  more  than  twenty  terms,  he 
has  never  been  defeated.  In  1880  he  became 
town  clerk,  and  the  year  following  was  made 
selectman,  continuing  in  that  office  seven  con- 
secutive years.  In  1885  he  was  sent  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  this  district  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  again  in  1887.  during  the  latter  year 
serving  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Fish- 
eries, in  which  incumbency  he  made  an  excellent 
record,  bringing  about  considerable  legislation  on 
that  subject.  In  1885  he  was  a member  of  the 
School  Fund  committee  in  the  House,  and  also 
served  on  the  Claims  committee.  In  1889  Mr. 
Mead  was  appointed  State  Auditor  by  Gov.  Mor- 
gan G.  Bulkeley,  to  fill  an  unexpired  term,  his 
service  in  that  office  ending  in  1891.  He  took 
his  seat  in  the  State  Senate  as  a representative 
from  the  Twelfth  district  in  1889,  in  1889-90 
acting  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Cities 
and  Borctaghs  and  other  important  committees, 
and  was  re-elected  in  1891.  Here,  as  ever,  his 
integrity  and  sterling  uprightness  of  character 
was  made  manifest,  especially  during  the  “dead- 
lock ” session  of  1891,  when  he  made  many  new 
friends  and  sustained  his  honorable  reputation 
among  the  old  ones  by  his  straightforward  con- 
duct. In  1894  he  was  elected  to  the  office,  the 
duties  of  which  he  has  since  discharged  in  so  able 
a manner — that  of  State  comptroller.  His  good 
judgment,  and  faithfulness  to  the  interests  of  the 
public,  have  been  particularly  noticeable,  and 
were  rewarded  in  1896  by  a re-election  with  the 
largest  plurality  received  by  any  candidate  on  the 
State  ticket.  Mr.  Mead  devotes  himself  to  h«s 
public  duties  with  zeal,  bringing  to  his  present 
office  all  the  business  tact  and  acumen  acquired 
in  years  of  successful  commercial  life,  and  only 
gives  such  time  to  his  private  interests  as  is  nec- 
essary for  the  management  of  his  property. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  New  Canaan,  to 
Miss  Florence  Heath,  a daughter  of  Benjamin 
N.  and  Julia  A.  (Hoyt)  Heath,  and  four  children 
have  blessed  this  union,  viz.:  Benjamin  Heath, 
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Harold  Hoyt,  Stanley  Penfield,  and  Florence 
Louisa.  Mr.  Mead  is  a member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church;  fraternally  he  is  an  Odd 
Fellow. 


tBEL  S.  HAWLEY  (deceased)  was  born 

July  4,  1812,  in  Brookfield,  Fairfield  Co., 

Conn.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  at 
an  early  age  acquired  a knowledge  of  car- 
pentering and  the  hatter’s  trade.  For  some 
time  he  engaged  in  business  there  as  a carpenter 
and  builder,  and  in  1857  he  removed  to  Dan- 
bury and  continued  in  the  same  line  of  work.  In 
1862  he  commenced  in  the  undertaking  business, 
which  he  followed  during  his  remaining  years. 
His  intelligence  and  his  high  character,  combined 
with  unfailing  public  spirit,  made  him  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  community,  and  he  served 
for  some  time  as  judge  of  probate.  His  sympa- 
thies were  always  on  the  side  of  progress,  and 
he  gave  special  attention  to  educational  affairs, 
serving  on  the  school  committee  many  years. 
Like  all  of  his  family  he  was  deeply  interested 
in  religious  work,  and  was  an  active  supporter 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  held  the 
office  of  senior  warden.  He  took  a keen  inter- 
est in  political  questions,  although  he  was  never 
an  office-seeker,  and  he  was  always  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party.  His  death,  which  occurred  December 
22,  1891,  caused  sincere  mourning  throughout 
the  community,  his  benevolence  and  kindly  spirit 
having  won  the  affection  and  esteem  of  all 
classes. 

On  February  26,  1836,  Mr.  Hawley  married 
Miss  Susan  Blake,  who  survives  him.  She  was 
born  at  New  Preston,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn., 
where  her  ancestors  were  early  settlers.  Her 
grandfather,  David  Blake,  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  army.  He  married  Lucy  Mer- 
chant, of  Fairfield  county,  and  their  son  Joseph, 
Mrs.  Hawley’s  father,  was  born  in  Litchfield 
county,  and  became  a prosperous  business  man, 
his  attention  being  given  mainly  to  the  cooper’s 
trade.  He  married  Miss  Louisa  Osborn,  also  a 
native  of  Litchfield  county,  and  they  had  thir- 
teen children,  of  whom  none  are  now  living  ex- 
cept Mrs.  Hawley  and  her  sister  Louisa,  who 
married  Silas  Abbott,  of  Danbury.  The  Blake 
family  is  of  English  origin,  and  has  always  oc- 
cupied a prominent  position  in  business  and  so- 
cial life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawley  had  two  chil- 
dren: (1)  Margaret  married  Azariel  C.  Fuller, 
a native  of  Litchfield,  and  died  May  28,  1864, 
leaving  two  sons — Granville  H.,  a member  of 

the  firm  of  Reynolds  & Fuller,  undertakers  in 
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Danbury;  and  Charles  H.,  a bookkeeper  in  Mid- 
dletown, N.  Y.  (2)  Miss  Candace,  a lady  of 
unusual  intellectual  and  social  gifts,  resides  with 
her  mother,  and  is  identified  in  a helpful  way 
with  many  important  social  and  philanthropic 
movements. 

The  Hawley  family,  which  is  one  of  the  old- 
est in  this  section,  traces  its  descent  from  Jo- 
seph Hawley,  a native  of  Derbyshire,  England, 
who  was  born  in  1603,  and  crossed  the  ocean  in 
1629,  landing  near  Boston,  Mass.  He  after- 
ward settled  in  Connecticut,  and  he  died  in 
Stratford  in  1690.  He  left  five  sons:  Ebe- 

nezer,  Joseph,  Samuel,  Ephraim  and  John. 
Of  these.  Samuel,  who  was  born  in  1652,  had 
seven  children,  among  who  was  a son,  Samuel, 
through  whom  our  subject’s  line  of  descent  is 
traced.  He  had  ten  children:  Jonathan,  Na- 
thaniel, Ephraim,  Matthew,  Obadiah,  Francis, 
Richard,  Nathan,  Stephen  and  Benjamin. 

Benjamin  Hawley,  who  was  born  in  1694, 
had  four  sons:  Ebenezer,  Benjamin,  Abel  and 

William,  who  was  born  in  1732.  William  Haw- 
ley had  four  children:  William,  Anna,  Daniel 

and  Joseph. 

Daniel  Hawley,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
had  four  children:  Lucy,  Eleazer,  Charles  S. 

and  Sidney  E. 

Eleazer  Hawley,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  probably  in  Brookfield.  In  early  man- 
hood he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  but  later  he  became  a farmer  in  Brook- 
field. He  married  Miss  Betsey  Sherman,  a 
member  of  another  well-known  Brookfield  fam- 
ily, and  had  three  children:  (1)  Margaret,  mar- 

ried Dr.  Eli  Barnes,  a physician  in  Brookfield; 

(2)  George,  who  was  a batter  by  trade,  married 
Maranda  Beardsley,  of  the  town  of  Brookfield; 

(3)  Abel  S.  being  the  youngest. 

On  the  maternal  side  our  subject  was  descend- 
ed from  Samuel  Sherman,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1634  from  Dedham,  County  of  Essex, 
England,  accompanied  by  a brother  John,  and  a 
first  cousin  of  the  same  name.  Samuel  Sher- 
man was  married  after  his  arrival  in  this  country 
to  Sarah  Mitchell,  who  crossed  the  ocean  in  the 
same  ship,  and  they  made  their  home  at  Stratford, 
Conn.  Their  descendants  are  now  numerous, 
and  among  them  we  may  name  Hon.  John  Sher- 
man, for  many  years  United  States  Senator  from 
Ohio,  and  now  (1897)  Secretary  of  State  under 
President  McKinley.  The  late  Gen.  William 
Tecumseh  Sherman,  whose  deeds  make  a glori- 
ous chapter  in  our  country’s  history,  was  also 
a descendant  of  this  worthy  couple.  To  Sam- 
uel and  Sarah  Sherman  eight  children  were 
born:  Samuel,  Theophilus,  Edmond,  John, 
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David,  Matthew,  Nathaniel,  and  Benjamin.  Of 
these,  Samuel  had  a son  Daniel,  who  had  three 
Bons:  Ebenezer,  Benoni,  and  Samuel,  who  was 

next  in  the  line  of  descent  which  we  are  now 
tracing.  Samuel  Sherman  had  two  sons:  Jus- 

tin, and  Jotham,  our  subject’s  great-grandfa- 
ther. Jotham  Sherman  had  sons:  Lewis,  Sam- 

uel, Rufus,  Jotham,  Beers  and  Cyrus. 


SOJMNER  STOWE.  This  venerable  gentle- 
) man  of  the  town  of  Redding,  Fairfield  coun- 
ty, is  passing  the  evening  of  his  life  where  its 
morning  began  eighty-seven  years  ago,  he  having 
been  born  March  16,  1812. 

His  ancestors  were  patriots  in  Colonial  days, 
and  again  in  the  days  of  the  early  union  of 
the  States.  Robert  Stowe,  his  grandfather, 
was  a native  of  England,  where  his  young  life 
was  passed,  and  where  his  marriage  occurred. 
He  emigrated  to  America  long  before  the  trouble- 
some years  of  the  Revolution,  and  settled  in  the 
town  of  Redding,  near  Bethel.  Here  he  bought 
land  and  became  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion he  left  the  plow  in  the  furrow,  and  went 
forth  to  battle  for  that  independence  which  the 
colonists  felt  was  due  them.  He  not  only  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Continental  army,  but 
staid  in  it  throughout  the  long  struggle,  and  for 
gallantry  and  meritorious  conduct  rose  to  high 
rank  and  honors.  His  wife  was  Miss  Annie  Dar- 
row,  who,  too,  was  a native  of  England.  To 
their  union  were  born  children,  as  follows:  (1) 

Sumner,  by  occupation  a blacksmith,  never  mar- 
ried. (2)  Daniel  was  born  July  4.  1779,  in  the 
town  of  Redding.  His  chief  occupation  was 
farming,  but  being  of  a mechanical  turn  of  mind 
he  was  engaged  in  a number  of  side  lines,  in  con- 
nection with  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a 
good  carpenter  and  very  handy  wifh  tools.  In- 
heriting patriotism  from  his  father,  he  went  into 
the  war  of  1812.  and  being  a musician  he  served 
as  fifer.  He  married  Lucy  Hoyt,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Hoyt,  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  but  later  of 
Bethel.  Their  marriage  was  blessed  with  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Robert  H.  married  Mary  A. 

Jarvis;  Almira  married  Ira  Williams;  Sally  mar- 
ried Jesse  Banks;  Harriet  married  Sillamon  Judd; 
Lucy  married  Horace  Couch;  Mary  married  Ager 
Turney;  Polly  died  in  youth;  and  Sumner  is  the 
subject  of  this  review.  (3)  Abram  married  Mrs. 
Julia  (Andrews)  Osborne.  (4)  Abigail  married 
Israel  Adams.  (5)  Hulda  married  Andrew  An- 
drus. (6)  Polly  married  Moses  Parsons. 

Sumner  Stowe  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town,  learned  the 


business  of  comb-making,  and  worked  at  it  for 
some  years.  Next  he  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  continued  in  same  throughout  his 
long  active  career,  which  has  been  a useful  one — 
one  full  of  good  deeds.  He  has  for  years  been 
a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  has  his 
name  coupled  with  many  movements  which  have 
arisen  in  the  past  having  for  their  object  the  ele- 
vation of  society  and  the  advancement  of  the 
morals  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Stowe  married  Miss  Marinda  Beers,  born 
February  17,  1815,  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Esther 
(Treadwell)  Beers,  farmers  of  New  Fairfield, 
Conn.  Mrs.  Stowe  was  one  of  eleven  children. 
Early  in  life  she  united  with  the  Church,  and  re- 
mained a consistent  Christian  until  life’s  close. 
Her  life  was  full  of  good  works,  she  was  charita- 
ble and  kind,  ever  considerate  of  others,  and  on 
April  1,  1892,  when  she  was  summoned  higher, 
her  death  was  keenly  felt  by  a large  circle  of 
friends.  By  her  marriage  with  our  subject  came 
the  following  children:  Lorenzo,  born  October 
9,  1835,  married  (first)  Adelia  Judson,  and  (sec- 
ond) Mrs.  Sarah  Boughton;  Leander,  born  July 
3,  1837,  died  in  youth;  Ruamah,  born  January 
26,  1839,  married  William  Cole;  Leroy,  born 
November  18,  1840,  married  Fannie  Gregory; 
Lucy  M.,  born  February  28,  1844,  married  E. 
Albert  Bartram;  and  George  W.,  born  January 
J,  1854,  married  Addie  Deane. 

The  Bartram  family  into  which  Miss  Lucy 
M.  Stowe  married  have  resided  for  generations 
in  Fairfield  county.  Isaac  Bartram,  the  grand- 
father of  Albert  Bartram,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Redding.  He  served  as  an  artificer  in  the 
Continental  army  during  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  this, 
in  connection  with  farming,  was  his  occupation 
through  life.  He  married  Miss  Mollie  Hamilton, 
of  his  native  town,  and  to  them  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Isaac  H.,  Daniel,  Harry, Willis, 
Hulda,  Lucy  and  Sally.  Of  these,  Isaac  Bartram 
was  born  in  1785  in  the  town  of  Redding.  He 
learned  the  mason's  trade,  which  he  followed  for 
some  years,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  His  marriage  with  Miss 
Lydia  Platt,  daughter  of  Isaac  Platt,  who  served 
as  a blacksmith  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
was  blessed  with  the  following  children:  Betsey 

(Mrs.  Charles  Rich),  Mary  (Mrs.  Harrington), 
Sally  (Mrs.  Aaron  Squires),  Lillie  (died  in  in- 
fancy), Lydia  (Mrs.  Levi  Drew),  Adaline  (Mrs. 
Asahel  Clapp),  Abbie  (Mrs.  Perry  Fairchild), 
Lucy  (Mrs.  Charles  W.  Lockwood),.  Huldah 
(Mrs.  Comfort  S.  Blake),  Laura  (Mrs.  Joel  Os- 
borne), Isaac  N.  (married  Miss  Helen  D.  Win- 
ans),  and  E.  Albert.  Of  these, 
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E.  Albert  Bartram  is  one  of  the  well-to-do 
farmers  and  substantial  citizens  of  Fairfield 
county.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Redding 
in  1843.  After  his  school  days  were  over,  he 
learned  the  trade  of  brick  mason,  and  also  that  of 
a stone  mason.  Later  he  carried  on  the  milling 
business  for  eight  years.  Still  later  he  became 
engaged  in  farming.  Mr.  Bartram  was  identi- 
fied with  Eureka  Lodge  F.  & A.  M.  at  Bethel, 
but  is  now  a member  of  Hamilton  Lodge  No.  54, 
of  Sharon,  Conn.  He  is  also  identified  with  the 
M.  E.  Church  of  Bethel.  He  married  Miss  Lucy 
M.  Stowe,  daughter  of  Sumner  Stowe,  a farmer 
of  the  town  of  Redding,  and  to  them  the  follow- 
ing children  were  born:  Arthur  L.,  a machin- 

ist of  Lee,  married  Jessie  Porter,  and  has  one 
child — Ethel  B. ; Leander  H.,  a plumber  at 
Sharon,  Conn.,  married  Sarah  Brown,  and  had 
three  children — Harry  1.,  Wilber  S.,  and  Chester 
Raymond;  Albert  N.,  who  is  on  a farm  in  Red- 
ding, Conn.,  married  Sarah  B.  Cravagan,  and 
has  three  children — A.  Howard,  Herbert  L.,  and 
Bernice  Alberta;  and  Eugene  L,  in  the  machine 
shop  at  Salisbury.  On  December  22,  1897,  he 
married  Miss  Ada  Fenn,  daughter  of  Lyman 
Fenn,  of  Salisbury,  Connecticut. 


WILLIS  TURNEY,  who  died  June  30, 
1879,  was  in  his  day  one  of  the  represent- 
ative, progressive,  well-to-do  men  of  his  section 
of  Fairfield  county,  Conn.  He  was  born 
January  21,  1803.  in  Stepney,  in  the  town  of 
Monroe,  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  Charles 
Nichols,  and  his  father,  Elijah  Turney,  was  also 
bom  in  the  same  place. 

Elijah  Turney  married  Eunice  Thorp,  and 
they  reared  a family  of  six  children:  Willis; 
William,  who  married  Jane  Hubbell;  Walter, 
who  died  unmarried;  Wakeman,  who  married 
Rachel  Briscoe;  Laura  (Mrs.  Sherman  French); 
and  Mary  (Mrs.  Wheeler  Tousey),  of  Long 
Hill.  The  father  was  a painter  by  occupa- 
tion, following  this  calling  all  his  life  in  the  town 
of  Stepney,  where  he  was  highly  respected  for 
his  thorough  integrity,  industry  and  many  sterl- 
ing qualities.  He  was  also  engaged  to  some  ex- 
tent in  carpenter  work  and  cabinet  making,  and 
made  each  of  his  children  a set  of  chairs.  He 
died  in  18 — , an  Episcopalian  in  religious 
faith. 

In  the  common  schools  of  Stepney  and  Easton, 
Willis  Turney  acquired  in  his  youth  a good 
practical  English  education,  of  which  he  made 
the  best  use.  With  Ira  Hubbell,  of  Easton,  he 
learned  the  trade  of  tailor,  which  vocation  he 
followed  as  journeyman  for  some  time  after 


reaching  manhood.  In  1832  he  commenced 
business  on  his  own  account  in  a modest  little 
shop  in  Stepney,  where  by  incessant  industry  and 
careful  management  he  succeeded  in  time  in  build- 
ing-up a large  trade,  and,  his  workmanship  being 
of  the  best,  he  became  well  known  in  his  line  all 
over  this  section.  In  1855,  however,  he  gave 
up  his  tailoring  business  and  turned  his  attention 
to  shirt  manufacturing,  being  the  first  in  that 
branch  of  industry  in  this  part  of  the  county,  and 
selling  the  products  of  his  factory  to  Judson 
Bros.,  who  were  the  first  shirt  manufacturers  in 
the  United  States.  He  was  the  first  to  put  sew- 
ing machines  in  his  establishment,  where  he  em- 
ployed fourteen  or  fifteen  hands,  and  his  factory 
soon  became  noted  for  the  fineness  and  superior 
quality  of  work  turned  out.  Endowed  with  un- 
usual ability  and  discernment  in  business  affairs, 
and  strictly  honest  and  straightforward  in  all 
his  dealings,  he  acquired  an  enviable  reputation 
in  his  community,  where  none  was  held  in  higher 
esteem.  His  public-spiritedness  led  him  into 
active  public  life,  and  he  was  honored  by  his 
fellow  citizens  with  election  to  office  in  more  than 
one  capacity,  his  principal  service,  however,  be- 
ing as  representative  from  Monroe  to  the  State 
Legislature  during  the  “seventies.”  In  Presi- 
dent Buchanan's  term  he  was  postmaster  of 
Monroe. 

On  February  26,  1830,  Willis  Turney  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Harriet  Curtis,  who  was 
born  March  5,  1805,  daughter  of  David  and 
Phebe  Curtis,  who  lived  on  Cutler’s  farm,  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Frank  Wales.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union,  a brief  record  of 
whom  is  as  follows:  (1)  Sylvia,  born  December 

18,  1831,  is  married  to  Alonzo  Eastwood,  and 
lives  in  the  old  homestead  of  David  Curtis;  they 
have  four  children — John  (who  is  mentioned 
farther  on),  James  (an  engineer  on  the  Consoli- 
dated railroad).  Miles  (a  carpenter  in  Naugatuck, 
Conn.),  and  Willis.  (2)  Eligah,  born  November 
26.  1833,  died  January  30,  1834.  (3)  Burr, 

born  December  13,  1834,  died  December  2, 
1876,  unmarried;  he  had  a dental  office  in  Boston. 
(4)  Laura  A.,  born  August  1,  1837,  married  An- 
drew Patchen,  of  Bethel,  Conn.,  and  passed 
away  October  22,  1895,  aged  fifty-eight  years, 
two  months  and  twenty-one  days;  she  left  two 
children — Cora  E.  (Mrs.  Willard  Oliver),  and 
William  T.,  who  married  Mary  Dykeman.  (5) 
John,  born  April  6,  1840,  is  a farmer  of  Hunt- 
ington, Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.;  he  married  Ida 
Walker,  of  Trumbull,  and  they  have  two  daugh- 
ters (twins) — Ada  Frances  (who  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Houghton,  of  Stratford),  and  Sarah  Edith 
(Mrs.  James  Meachen).  (6)  Henrietta  was  born 
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June  1 6,  1842.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
April  27,  1859.  - 

In  1875,  four  years  prior  to  her  father’s  de- 
mise, Miss  Henrietta  Turney  took  hold  of  his  busi- 
ness interests,  associating  with  her  her  nephew, 
John  Eastwood,  and  they  have  carried  on  the 
business  ever  since.  Miss  Turney  has  evidently 
inherited  her  father’s  financial  ability  and  busi- 
ness capacity,  for  she  has  manifested  a most  sur- 
prising spirit  of  enterprise  and  progress  in  her 
management  of  the  concern,  to  which  she  has 
given  her  personal  attention  and  the  greater  part 
of  her  time.  After  the  factory  was  provided 
with  steam  power,  the  trade  was  increased  per- 
ceptibly, and  as  many  as  150  hands  are  now 
given  employment,  the  house  meanwhile  losing 
none  of  its  former  reputation  for  high-grade 
work.  They  turn  out  neglig6  shirts,  which 
wholesale  for  $75  per  dozen,  have  manufactured 
goods  for  John  Wanamaker,  and  also  made  un- 
derwear for  President  Cleveland  during  his  first 
administration.  The  industry  is  one  of  the  most 
important  in  this  part  of  the  county,  and  is  a 
credit  to  the  family  who  founded  it  and  have  car- 
ried it  on. 

John  Eastwood  was  married  May  17,  1882, 
to  Miss  Mary  Etta  Birch,  daughter  of  Amos 
Birch,  of  Brewster,  N.  Y. ; she  died  in  January, 
1890,  leaving  two  children — Ida  Eliza  and  Elbert 
Randall.  For  his  second  wife,  he  was  married, 
June  29.  1892.  to  Miss  Agnes  Park,  by  whom  he 
has  had  one  child,  Edna  Ruth. 


^RjrT'ALTER  J.  FITCH,  one  of  the  most 
jPj v venerable  and  highly-esteemed  citizens, 
resides  upon  a pleasant  homestead  near  Nor- 
walk, an  ideal  spot  in  which  to  spend  the  evening 
of  one’s  life.  He  is  a native  of  this  county, 
having  been  born  at  Norwalk  December  11,  1816. 
His  family  is  of  good  old  English  stock,  but  his 
ancestors  were  early  settlers  in  this  section. 

James  Fitch,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Norwalk,  and  became  a farmer  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  town.  He  married  Miss 
Esther  Camp,  of  Norwalk,  and  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Burwell,  who  died  near  Norwalk, 
Ohio,  where  he  had  been  engaged  in  farming; 
Esther,  wife  of  George  Nash,  a farmer  of  West- 
port,  this  county;  Stephen,  our  subject’s  father; 
Mary  Ann,  who  married  George  Day,  a potter  of 
South  Norwalk,  and  a son  of  Rev.  Absalom  Day, 
a Methodist  minister;  John  H.,  deceased,  for- 
merly a farmer  in  Norwalk;  Julia  and  Susan  (de- 
ceased), who  never  married. 

Stephen  Fitch,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Norwalk  May  7,  »792,  and  passed  his 


life  in  that  locality,  following  agriculture  as  an 
occupation.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  played 
an  honorable  part  as  a soldier,  and  throughout 
his  life  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Whig  organ- 
ization, and  in  the  Methodist  Church  in  his 
neighborhood.  On  December  31,  1815,  he 
married  Miss  Cornelia  Hoyt,  daughter  of  Wal- 
ter Hoyt,  a farmer  of  the  same  township.  Of 
the  two  children  of  this  union,  our  subject  was 
the  elder.  Cornelia  H.,  the  younger,  married 
James  K.  Price,  a native  of  Bethel,  who  is  now  a 
hatter  in  Oakland,  Cal.  The  mother  died  Sep- 
tember 12,  1841,  the  father  on  March  31,  1869. 

Mr.  Fitch  grew  to  manhood  in  the  town  of 
Norwalk,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the 
local  schools.  He  learned  the  carriage  maker’s 
trade,  but  finding  it  uncongenial  he  did  not  fol- 
low it.  On  February  3,  1839,  he  married  Miss 
Huldah  A.  Foot,  who  was  born  in  Weston,  this 
county,  a daughter  of  Reuben  Foot,  a carpenter, 
and  his  wife,  Mary.  Soon  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Fitch  moved  to  New  York,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  ice  business  until  1853.  He  then 
returned  to  Norwalk  and  continued  that  business 
for  about  fifteen  years,  but  he  has  since  lived  a 
retired  life.  His  present  homestead  was  pur- 
chased soon  after  his  return  from  New  York,  and 
he  has  made  many  improvements  on  the  place 
including  the  comfortable  residence.  He  and 
his  wife  have  had  three  children,  none  of  whom 
are  now  living.  Mr.  Fitch  has  not  taken  an 
especially  active  part  in  politics,  but  he  has  al- 
ways felt  an  interest  as  a citizen  in  the  questions 
of  his  day,  and  he  is  a stanch  believer  in  the 
principles  and  policy  of  the  Republican  party. 


TyATHANIEL  E.  ADAMS  (deceased).  For 
JnL  several  generations  the  name  of  Adams  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  local  history 
of  Fairfield  county,  and  ancestors  of  this  same 
family  have  for  several  centuries  been  closely 
connected  with  the  history  of  England. 

Nathaniel  E.  Adams  was  born  in  Greenwich, 
Conn.,  July  7,  1807,  a son  of  John  (3),  a grand- 
son of  John  (2),  both  well-known  citizens  of 
Greenwich,  and  a great-grandson  of  John  Adams 
(1),  who  settled  in  Greenwich  in  1717. 

John  Adams  was  born  April  17,  1 779*  10 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  and  died  October  2,  1826. 
His  entire  life  was  passed  in  the  town  of  his  na- 
tivity, and  there,  on  February  27,  1804,  he  wed- 
ded Mary  Hobby,  who  was  born  February  14. 
1774.  Of  this  union  the  following  children  were 
born,  their  names,  with  dates  of  birth,  being- 
Mary  E. , May  23,  1805;  Nathaniel  E. ; Marilda 
H.,  September  15,  1809;  Susan  C.,  December 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


58 


25,  1810;  Sarah  H.,  August  10,  1812;  John  A., 
August  7,  1814;  and  Joseph  H.,  January  i,  1817 
— all  now  deceased. 

Nathaniel  E.  Adams  passed  his  boyhood  days 
in  his  native  town,  attending  the  local  schools, 
and  the  education  he  there  obtained  was  but  the 
broad  (oundation  for  the  mental  culture  to  which 
he  attained  by  the  persistent  reading  and  study 
of  a lifetime.  When  quite  young  he  began  the 
study  of  architecture,  and  for  some  time  was  lo- 
cated in  New  York  City,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  building.  The  ill  health  of  his  wife  caused 
him  to  leave  the  great  metropolis  and  seek  some 
quieter  home.  Accordingly,  in  1829,  he  re- 
moved to  Stamford,  where  for  a time  he  was  in 
the  coal  and  lumber  business.  He  then  began 
the  real-estate  business,  by  buying  a tract  of  land, 
opening  up  and  surveying  streets,  etc.,  and  the 
section,  Washington  and  Adams  avenues.  North 
and  Franklin  streets  and  Liberty  place,  is  now  a 
beautiful  portion  of  the  village.  On  the  streets 
that  he  opened  he  caused  to  be  planted  large 
numbers  of  elm  and  other  shade  trees,  and  prob- 
ably did  more  than  any  other  one  man  for  the 
general  improvement  of  Stamford  real  estate.  His 
was  a life  of  industry,  and  his  last  days  were 
brightened  by  the  competence  his  labors  had 
wrought.  True  and  trustworthy  himself,  he  was 
a number  of  times  the  victim  of  over  confidence 
in  others,  and  was  more  than  once  compelled  to 
go  back  to  very  near  the  foot  of  the  ladder  and 
begin  over  again.  After  the  cares  of  the  day,  he 
found  his  recreation  in  his  library,  spending 
nearly  all  his  evenings  in  study.  His  memory 
was  almost  phenomenal,  and  he  formed  the  habit 
of  using  poetical  quotations  to  aptly  illustrate  his 
conversation.  He  was  particularly  well  versed 
in  the  Bible,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  Sun- 
day-school work  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
He  was  first  a Democrat,  later  becoming  a Whig 
and  Republican,  and  took  an  active  part  in  poli- 
tics for  many  years,  serving  his  fellow  townsmen 
as  justice  of  the  peace. 

On  April  23,  1829,  in  New  York  City,  Na- 
thaniel E.  Adams  was  married,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ver- 
milyea,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Dixon.  Six  children 
came  to  bless  this  union:  Charles  W.,  New  York 
City,  born  December  11,  1829,  married  Julia  B. 
Elder,  and  they  had  two  sons,  Charles  W.  and 
George  Elder;  James  E.,  born  December  14, 
1833,  died  August  5,  1834;  Julia  H.,  born  March 
14.  1835,  is  still  residing  in  Stamford  [see  below]; 
James  E.,  born  February  7,  1840,  died  April  27, 
1877;  John,  born  June  14,  1841,  died  Septem- 
ber 24,  1889;  and  Franklyn,  born  December  27, 
1845,  residing  in  Stamford.  Charles  W.  Adams 
died  September  30,  1 898.  The  mother  of  this 


family  was  born  April  23,  1806,  and  died  April 
16,  1890.  Mr.  Adams  passed  to  his  last  rest 
October  21,  1894,  and  Stamford  as  a town  lost 
one  of  its  best  citizens,  and  the  people  a trusty, 
confidential  friend  and  advisor. 

Julia  H.  Adams  was  married  March  15, 
1866,  to  Albert  M.  Powell,  who  was  born  in 
Berlin,  Md.,  in  1835.  He  graduated  from  West 
Point  in  i860,  and  remained  in  the  United  States 
service  all  his  life.  In  “McClure’s  Magazine” 
for  January,  1898,  the  late  Charles  A.  Dana, 
Secretary  of  War  during  the  Rebellion,  in  his 
article  “Reminiscences  of  Men  and  Events  of 
the  Civil  War,”  mentions  Lieut.-Col.  Albert  M. 
Powell  as  an  officer  who  “thoroughly  under- 
stands his  business  and  attends  to  it  diligently.” 
Colonel  Powell  served  on  General  McPherson’s 
staff,  and  was  chief  of  artillery  in  the  17th 
Army  Corps,  Department  of  the  Tennessee.  He 
was  promoted  for  his  bravery  and  gallantry  in 
action  in  the  battles  of  New  Madrid,  Island  No. 
Ten,  Siege  of  Corinth,  Iuka.  Port  Gibson,  Ray- 
mond, Jackson,  Champion  Hills  and  Vicksburg, 
and  was  presented  with  a “ Medal  of  Gold  ” after 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg  by  order  of  Major-General 
McPherson;  at  the  same  time  being  breveted 
lieutenant-colonel.  At  Fort  Stevenson,  Dakota, 
on  June  5,  1868,  he  was  thrown  from  a new 
horse,  and  five  days  later  were  sounded  his  last 
“taps.”  Of  his  death  General  R.  de  Trobriand 
officially  makes  his  report:  “A  serious  loss  to  the 
army,  and  will  be  especially  felt  among  his 
comrades  and  associates  in  both  the  Volunteer 
and  Regular  service,  who  would  better  appreciate 
his  merits  as  an  officer,  and  his  refined  qualities 
as  a gentleman.”  His  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
in  Woodland  Cemetery,  Stamford,  August  23, 
1 868.  The  wedding  tour  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Powell  and  his  bride  was  to  Fort  Rice  on  the 
Missouri  river  in  Dakota,  then  a frontier  post 
among  the  Sioux  Indians.  One  child  gladdened 
the  home  of  this  soldier,  Julie  Adams. 


HON.  EDWARD  H.  SMITH.  Biographical 

sketches  of  those  who  have  attained  merited 

distinction,  in  any  sphere  of  life,  have  a charm 
and  force  in  them  that  commend  them  to  every 
sound  thinker.  We  naturally  feel  an  interest  in 
tracing  the  footsteps  of  those  who  have  reached 
elevated  positions  in  public  confidence,  and  have 
wielded  their  influeuce  for  public  good,  and  we 
thus  take  pleasure  in  giving  prominent  place  in 
this  work  to  the  life  record  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  here  appears. 

John  (1)  Smith  (16 — 1684),  a settler  of  Mil- 
ford, Conn.  , in  1640,  is  presumed  to  have  been  one 
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of  several  from  Hertfordshire  who  could  not  leave 
England  in  1637,  when  Rev.  Peter  Prudden  and 
others  from  that  section  of  England  sailed  in  the 
company  of  Rev.  John  Davenport,  Gov.  The- 
ophilus  Eaton,  Dep.-Gov.  Stephen  Goodyear, 
and  other  persons  from  London  who  came  to 
this  country  in  the  ships  “ Hector  ” and  “Martin  ” 
in  1637.  It  is  probable  he  came  direct  from 
England  to  New  Haven  in  one  of  the  three  ships 
which  sailed  in  1639  to  New  Haven,  viz.:  the 
“St.Johns”  (Captain  Russell);  the  “Fair 
Weather,”  which  reached  New  Haven  before 
July  28,  1639;  and  the  third  ship  (name  unknown) 
which  arrived  soon  after,  probably  bringing  the 
company  which  settled  in  Southold,  Long  Island. 
From  the  amount  of  property  (£513,  3,  9)  left 
by  him  at  his  death  in  1684,  it  is  probable  that 
he  belonged  to  a family  of  some  wealth  in  Eng- 
land. It  has  been  suggested  that  he  may  have 
been  one  of  the  Smiths  of  Hadden  Hall,  some  of 
whom  came  to  this  country.  He  married  Grace 
Hawley,  who  was  born  in  16 — , and  died  in  1690. 
By  the  will  of  Mrs.  Grace  Smith,  dated  Novem- 
ber 26,  1689,  she  gives  her  property  of  £61,  n,  7 
to  her  four  children,  to  wit:  Ephraim,  John, 

Mary,  and  Mehitable.  Of  these, 

John  (2)  Smith  (Sergeant),  son  of  John  (1) 
Smith,  the  settler,  was  born  in  1646  and  died  in 
1732;  lived  in  Milford.  He  married,  January 
23,  1672-73,  Phebe  Canfield  (born  May  8,  1656, 
died  May  3,  1730),  daughter  of  Sergt.  Thomas 
Canfield  (died  1689)  and  Phebe  (Crane)  Canfield, 
of  Milford.  They  are  buried  in  Milford  Ceme- 
tery. Children:  John.  Thomas,  Samuel,  Eben- 
ezer,  Joseph,  Abiah,  Nathan  and  Joseph.  Of 
these. 

Ebenezer  (3),  born  March  31,  1683,  died 
November  4,  1744.  In  1709  he  removed  from 
Milford  to  Ridgefield.  Conn.,  and  was  one  of 
the  original  settlers  of  that  town.  He  married 
January  3,  1710-11,  Sarah  Collins,  who  died 
March  16,  1760.  In  the  Whitney  Family  book  Vol. 
I,  page  27,  he  is  said  to  be  the  grandson  of  John 
Smith  (16—  1684),  the  settler, and  Grace  Hawley; 
this  is  the  only  record  of  the  family  name  of  Mrs. 
Grace  Smith  (16 — 1690)  found  by  the  compiler. 
Their  son  Daniel  (17 <9-* 799)  married  Betty 
Whitney  (1718-1798);  their  descendants  to  the 
number  of  over  500  are  recorded  in  the  Whitney 
Family  book.  Children:  Phebe,  Sarah,  Abiah, 

Ebenezer,  Daniel  or  David,  Job,  Abigail,  John. 

Samuel  Smith  (of  Norwalk)  was  one  of  the 
first  or  original  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Ridge- 
field,Conn. ; was  married  to  Sarah .June  13, 

1717.  Samuel  Smith,  their  son,  was  born  July 
9.  1719.  The  mother  died  October  22,  1719, 
and  June  21,  1722,  the  father  married  Elizabeth 


. Children:  Rachel,  born  March  27, 

1723,  married  Northrop;  Sarah,  born 

March  24,  1724,  married  (first)  Job  Smith,  and 
(second)  Nathan  Olmsted;  Patience,  born  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1727,  married  Benjamin  Hoyt.  The 
father  of  these  died  January  25,  1764,  his  wife 
Elizabeth  in  17 — . (The  home  lot  No.  23,  in 
the  village  of  Ridgefield,  assigned  by  lot  to  Sam- 
uel Smith,  in  quantity  about  7$  acres,  situated 
on  the  corner  where  the  carriage  shop  now 
stands,  bounded  on  the  south  by  Daniel  Olm- 
sted’s lot  No.  24,  both  of  which  were  too  moist 
to  build  on.  They  both  purchased  and  built 
their  first  homes  on  lot  No.  2;  Samuel  Smith’s 
house  was  south  of  A.  Holmes’  present  resi- 
dence). 

Samuel  Smith,  Jr.,  was  married  May  18, 
1743,  to  Mary  Northrop.  Children:  Samuel, 

born  December  21,  1743;  Daniel,  born  June  17, 
1745,  married  Mary  Smith;  Sarah,  born  June  3, 

1748,  married  Daniel  Scribner,  of ; Mary, 

born  August  24,  1750;  Rachel,  born  October  23, 
1752.  The  parents  of  these  both  died  of  small- 
pox, the  father  on  January  20,  1782,  the  mother 
on  December  26,  1781.  Of  the  above  family: 

Daniel  Smith  was  married  February  25,  1767, 
to  Mary  Smith,  daughter  of  David  and  Mary 
(Thorp)  Smith.  Children:  Daniel,  born  Jan- 

uary 24,  1768,  married  Phebe  Whitney  January 
20,  1788;  Azor,  born  October  9,  1769,  married 
Mehitable  Fairbanks;  Dolly,  born  September  17, 
177 — , married  John  Scott;  Sarah,  born  April 
>7.  !777.  married  Caleb  Smith;  Noah,  born 
March  12,  1774,  married  Rachel  St.  John.  The 
mother  of  these  died  May  7,  1780,  and  the  father 
afterward  wedded,  March  1,  1781,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Northrop,  a widow.  Children:  Mary,  born 
March  17,  1782;  Samuel  Andrews,  born  July  u» 

1784;  Betsey,  born , married  (first) 

Belden  Scott,  and  (second)  Mathew  Whitlock. 
Daniel  Smith  died  March  7,  1795.  in  his  fiftieth 
year,  and  his  widow  subsequently  married  Abra- 
ham Nash. 

Edward  H.  Smith,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
memoir,  was  born  December  27,  1827,  in  West- 
port,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  a son  of  Samuel 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  1798,  and  a grandson  of 
Col.  Daniel  Smith. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  part  at 
Grammar  School  No.  14,  New  York  City,  under 
the  principalship  of  Leonard  Hazleton,  and  in 
part  at  Wilton,  Conn.  At  about  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  left  school,  and  proceeding  south 
to  Mobile,  Ala.,  clerked  for  five  years  with  Henry 
Smith,  clothing  manufacturer,  with  a retail  store 
in  Mobile.  Henry  Smith,  relinquishing  his  busi- 
ness in  Mobile,  our  subject  went  into  the  employ 
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of  John  L.  Weeks,  a broker  (whose  main  office 
was  in  New  York,  being  a branch  of  Brown 
Bros.,  brokers  of  that  city),  as  confidential  clerk, 
remaining,  however,  but  a few  months.  In 
1848  he  returned  to  Wilton,  Conn.,  for  one  year, 
and  then  moving  to  Ridgefield,  clerked  for  Henry 
Smith  for  some  time.  For  a short  period  he  was 
in  business  for  his  own  account,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Henry  Smith,  with  whom  he  remained 
till  1854,  since  when,  with  the  exception  of  two 
years,  he  has  been  in  business  in  Ridgefield  con- 
tinuously—a period  of  forty  years.  For  some 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  he  was  associated  with 
D.  S.  Sholes  in  the  manufacture  of  shirts.  For 
the  past  forty  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  gen- 
eral mercantile  business.  He  has  all  his  life 
been  a very  busy  man,  and  for  the  most  part  a 
successful  one.  his  golden  motto  in  all  his  deal- 
ings being,  “Honesty  is  the  best  policy." 

In  1S49  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Miss 
Delia  J.  Gregory,  daughter  of  Lewis  P.  Gregory, 
of  Wilton,  and  three  children  were  born  to  them: 
Edward  L.,  in  partnership  with  his  father;  Her- 
bert, a farmer  in  the  town  of  Ridgefield,  Conn. ; 
and  Henrietta  Maria,  who  died  in  July,  1885, 
the  wife  of  Charles  H.  Valden. 

During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Smith 
served  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  National  Guard 
of  Connecticut,  Colonel  Scott  being  captain  of 
bis  company,  and  he  continued  with  the  organ- 
ization some  six  years,  being  throughout  a strong 
Union  man.  Socially,  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
I.  0.  0.  F.,  Our  Brothers  Lodge  No.  10,  of 
Norwalk,  and  with  the  F.  & A.  M..  Jerusalem 
Lodge  No.  49,  of  Ridgefield.  He  is  president 
of  the  board  of  education,  and  has  been  town 
auditor  for  many  years.  In  religious  faith  he  is 
a member  of  St.  Stephen’s  Episcopal  Church  of 
Ridgefield,  and  held  office  in  same  for  many 
years. 

In  his  political  convictions  Mr.  Smith  was 
originally  a Whig,  his  first  Presidential  vote  be- 
ing cast  for  General  Scott,  and  on  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republican  party  he  united  therewith. 
In  1859  he  sat  in  the  State  Legislature.  In  1872 
he  joined  what  was  known  as  the  Liberal  Repub- 
lican party,  and  in  1873  was  sent  to  the  Legisla- 
ture by  the  voice  of  the  Democratic  party.  In 
1892  and  1894  he  was  the  candidate  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  for  the  Senate  in  the  Twelfth 
Senatorial  District,  and  at  the  election  reduced 
a normal  Republican  majority  from  600  to  less 
than  150.  For  three  years  he  was  selectman, 
nominated,  however,  much  against  his  desire  or 
inclination.  For  many  years  he  held  the  office 
of  president  of  the  Ridgefield  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, which,  under  his  guidance,  became  a 


highly  successful  organization;  was  also,  for  a 
long  period,  president  of  the  Ridgefield  Improve- 
ment Society,  and  of  the  local  Debating  Society. 
As  an  orator  and  public  speaker  Mr.  Smith’s  elo- 
quence and  logic  gave  him  high  place,  and  with 
pleasure  we  here  reproduce  an  extract  from  his 
Decoration  Day  speech  of  May  30,  1893: 

“ When  we  recall  the  fact  that  a little  over  a 
quarter  of  a century  ago  there  were  over  three 
million  men,  women  and  children,  slaves  in  this 
Christian  land  of  ours;  men  who  had  no  rights  to 
the  fruits  of  their  labor  and  toil;  men  without  a 
right,  without  a hope,  sold  at  the  auction  block 
like  so  many  articles  of  merchandise;  wives 
separated  from  their  husbands,  children  from 
their  parents,  your  lovely  girls,  as  fair  in  face 
and  form  as  any  within  this  hall  today  bought 
and  sold  as  young  cattle  in  the  streets,  1 speak 
of  scenes  and  events  which  I have  repeatedly 
witnessed  in  the  streets  of  Mobile  and  New  Or- 
leans, and  therefore  speak  feelingly.  When  we 
remember  that  our  forefathers  were  partakers  in 
this  great  wrong  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  Re- 
public, and  only  abandoned  it  when  they  found 
it  unprofitable;  when  we  recall  these  facts;  and 
that  also  from  the  press,  yes,  even  the  pulpit, 
from  the  lips  of  the  eloquent  and  profound  ex- 
ponents of  State  Craft,  argument  and  appeal 
implied,  if  not  directly  expressed,  in  defense  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  right  of  the  stronger  to  en- 
slave the  weaker,  were  listened  to  with  pleasure 
and  applauded  as  the  words  of  wisdom  falling 
from  the  lips  of  experience  and  of  judgment,  and 
that,  by  some,  it  was  accounted  the  loftiest  act  of 
patriotism  to  intercept  and  return,  under  that 
flag,  the  poor  fugitive  in  his  midnight  flight  to 
liberty  or  death,  and  a great  nation,  boasting  of 
its  religion  and  independence,  had  become  so 
debauched  by  its  professional  politicians  that  it 
seemed  almost  ready  to  adopt  the  sentiment 
which  might  be  inferred  from  the  decisions  of  the 
highest  tribunals  in  the  land.  Witness  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
in  the  Dred  Scott  case — • the  black  man  had  no 
rights  which  the  white  man  was  bound  to  respect.’ 
Recalling  these  facts  to  mind  I wonder  at  God’s 
goodness  to  us  as  a nation,  and  feel  that  we  ought 
reverently  to  thank  our  God  for  that  first  shot  fired 
at  Sumter's  battlements;  for  it  was  the  fore-runner 
of  a doomed  system  announcing  a day  of  deliver- 
ance; the  breaking  of  the  bonds;  the  opening  of 
the  prison  doors  that  the  captives  might  go  free; 
that  no  more  should  be  witnessed  the  scarred  and 
bleeding  backs  of  its  victims,  no  more  the  sobs  of 
the  mother,  the  wail  of  anguish  from  the  bruised 
heart  of  the  father,  as  they  saw  their  little  ones 
torn  from  their  embrace  and  home. 
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“ Reverently  I can  but  feel  that  that  shot 
was  a messenger  from  God,  proclaiming  that  no 
more  should  the  soil  of  his  chosen  land  be  pressed 
by  the  foot  of  a slave,  but  by  men,  free  men,  no 
more  to  be  called  chattels,  articles  of  merchan- 
dise. but  by  a man,  a soul  responsible  to  his  God, 
an  American  Citizen.  What  a triumph  for  hu- 
manity! What  a victory  for  Justice! 

* • And  as  we  come  together  to  testify  our  re- 
spect and  gratitude  to  the  fallen  by  decorating 
their  graves  with  flowers,  the  first  fruits  of  the 
new  birth  of  Spring,  we  should  rejoice  that  the 
lives,  the  labors,  the  heroic  devotion  of  the  men 
who  composed  the  most  sublime  army  of  the 
world,  fought  not  for  enslavement,  but  for  free- 
dom; not  for  destruction,  but  for  preservation; 
not  for  personal  aggrandizement,  but  for  national 
honor;  and  that  unmanned  by  no  danger,  neither 
discouraged  nor  disheartened  by  any  defeat,  but 
with  the  courage  and  enthusiasm  of  the  Crusaders 
of  old  in  their  fight  for  the  Holy  Land,  their 
steady  tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  as  they  went  march- 
ing on,  ceased  not  until  that  stainless  old  flag 
floated  untrammelled  over  a free  land,  and  they 
had  established  the  sublime  truth,  enunciated  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  which  for 
nearly  a century  had  been  a living  lie  in  our  na- 
tional life:  That  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal 

and  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  in- 
alienable rights  among  which  are  Life,  Liberty, 
and  the  Pursuit  of  Happiness." 


Mon.  william  edgar  Raymond  (de- 

__  ceased)  occupied  for  many  years  a leading 
position  in  the  community,  and  his  death,  which 
occurred  February  6,  1890,  caused  sincere 

mourning  among  a large  circle  of  friends  whom 
his  sterling  qualities  of  character  had  won  for 
him. 

He  was  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the 
most  respected  families  in  the  county,  tracing  his 
descent  from  Richard  Raymond,  who  came  from 
France  with  two  brothers  in  Colonial  times. 
According  to  tradition  the  two  brothers  settled 
in  New  London,  Conn.,  and  Richard,  who  was  a 
mariner  by  occupation,  located  first  in  Salem, 
Mass.,  whence,  on  October  20.  1662,  he  came  to 
Norwalk,  this  county,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
coasting  trade  with  the  Dutch  and  English  set- 
tlers on  Manhattan  Island.  In  1664  he  removed 
to  Saybrook,  Conn.,  and  beyond  this  we  have 
no  record  of  him  except  that  he  and  his  wife 
Judith  were  members  of  the  First  Church  at 
Salem  before  1636. 

John  Raymond,  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent to  cur  subject,  was  a resident  of  Norwalk 


in  1665.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Betts. 

Thomas  Raymond,  a son  of  John,  was  mar- 
ried November  15,  1701,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Abraham  Andrews,  of  Waterbury,  Conn. 

Comfort  Raymond,  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  resided  at  New  Canaan,  and  at- 
tained the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 

William  Raymond,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
served  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  his  discharge 
and  receipt  are  on  file  in  the  comptroller's  office 
at  Hartford.  From  1 777  to  1780  he  was  a 
member  of  Col.  Zebulon  Butler’s  regiment,  and 
was  so  seriously  wounded  that  he  became  per- 
manently crippled.  About  1785  he  removed 
from  Norwalk  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  of 
New  Canaan,  where  he  spent  his  remaining 
years.  In  i860  he  married  Priscilla  Haydon,  by 
whom  he  had  a large  family  of  children — sons 
and  daughters — all  becoming  in  after  life  a credit 
to  their  parents.  With  the  exception  of  the 
youngest,  Samuel,  the  sons  settled  in  other 
States,  and  their  descendants  have  made  the 
name  respected  wherever  it  is  known. 

Hon.  Samuel  Raymond,  our  subject’s  father, 
began  at  an  early  age  to  show  the  practical 
sagacity  which  later  won  him  a prominent  place 
in  business  and  political  life.  As  his  father’s 
little  farm  gave  but  a small  return  for  the  work 
bestowed  upon  its  rough  soil,  he  secured  per- 
mission to  enter  the  employ  of  a neighboring 
farmer,  one  Matthias  St.  John,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  some  time,  and  who  afterward  mar- 
ried an  older  sister  of  his  young,  enterprising 
assistant.  After  a time  Mr.  Raymond  was  bound 
out  to  learn  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  but  at  the 
age  of  twenty  he  purchased  his  freedom  and  went 
to  Walton,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year.  He  then  returned  to  New 
York  City  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
shoes,  in  which  he  was  moderately  successful, 
later  entering  mercantile  life  in  New  Canaan,  in 
which  he  continued  until  1842,  when  he  sold  the 
business  to  his  three  sons.  His  ability  and  pub- 
lic spirit  made  him  prominent  in  local  affairs 
from  early  manhood,  and  as  time  passed  he  be- 
came known  as  one  of  the  chief  advisors  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  this  State.  For  thirteen 
years  he  represented  his  town  in  the  Legislature, 
and  for  one  year  he  was  a member  of  the  State 
Senate.  He  was  a champion  of  many  important 
measures,  and,  being  well  versed  in  law,  was  the 
author  of  many  Bills  which  were  passed  during 
his  service  in  the  Assembly.  His  memory  was 
remarkable,  and  as  he  was  an  extensive  reader 
he  was  a formidable  opponent  in  debate.  While 
he  was  a strong  partisan,  his  sense  of  right  and 
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honor  was  so  keen  that  he  could  never  be  drawn 
to  support  any  measure  of  which  he  did  not  per- 
sonally approve,  and  on  one  occasion  when  he 
defied  a party  caucus  in  a matter  relating  to  the 
banks  of  this  State,  he  was  “read  out”  of  the 
organization.  From  1842  to  1845  he  held  the 
office  of  sheriff  of  this  county,  and  his  last  years 
were  spent  in  retirement,  his  death  occurring  in 
1865,  in  his  eighty-second  year.  His  wife,  Polly 
(Selleck),  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1808,  was 
a daughter  of  Jacob  Selleck,  a prosperous  farmer 
of  the  same  town,  who  purchased  "the  Shaker 
farm  ” at  the  time  that  society  decided  to  sell 
and  remove  to  Lebanon,  N.  Y.  Our  subject  was 
the  youngest  of  four  children,  the  others  being 
Charlotte,  Charles,  and  Thomas. 

William  Edgar  Raymond  was  born  March  i, 
1821,  in  New  York  City.  In  1842,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
with  his  brothers,  as  has  been  said.  Later,  the 
elder  son  retired,  and  then  our  subject  purchased 
the  entire  business,  which  he  continued  alone  un- 
til 1857.  He  then  sold  out  and  went  to  Iowa, 
where  he  acquired  a large  interest  in  government 
lands.  At  the  time  he  had  some  intention  of  en- 
gaging in  banking  there;  but  as  he  did  not  like 
the  prospects  on  closer  view,  he  returned,  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year,  and  located  permanently  in 
this  county.  As  a trustee  and,  later,  as  presi- 
dent of  the  New  Canaan  railroad,  he  did  much 
to  insure  the  success  of  that  enterprise,  and  at 
all  times  he  was  ready  to  promote  any  project 
for  the  improvement  of  this  locality.  He  was  a 
worthy  and  influential  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  warm  and  generous  in  his  friend- 
ships, liberal  in  his  charities.  He  also  took  great 
interest  in  political  affairs,  holding  various  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility.  In  1859  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  in  1873  he 
was  chosen  to  the  office  of  State  Treasurer,  which 
he  filled  ably  for  the  term  of  four  years.  In  his 
last  report  to  the  General  Assembly  he  recom- 
mended an  issue  of  four  and  one-half  per  cent 
bonds  to  cover  the  State  indebtedness,  and 
adoption  of  his  plan  caused  a saving  of  many 
millions  of  dollars  to  the  tax-payers. 

On  February  16,  1852,  Mr.  Raymond  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  A.  Comstock,  a member  of  one 
of  the  most  prominent  families  of  the  town  of 
Wilton.  Her  great-grandfather,  Deacon  Nathan 
Comstock,  was  the  owner  of  a tract  of  300  acres 
of  land  in  that  town,  and  was  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  his  day.  In  1740  he  united  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  his  name  is  men- 
tioned as  a deacon  in  the  records  for  December 
I5>  176 6.  He  was  married  March  7,  1738-39 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Gaylord,  to  Bethiah  Strong,  of  New 


London,  Conn.,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons, 
Samuel  and  Strong. 

Strong  Comstock,  Mrs.  Raymond’s  grandfa- 
ther, was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  married 
Abigail  Westcott,  and  had  two  sons,  Jabez  and 
Samuel.  After  her  death  he  married  Betty 
Betts,  and  had  children:  Susan,  Katherine, 

Edward,  William,  Nathan,  and  Polly. 

Samuel  Comstock,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Ray- 
mond, was  born  and  reared  in  Wilton,  where  he 
received  a common-school  education.  After  his 
mother’s  death  he  was  adopted  by  his  uncle, 
Major  Samuel  Comstock,  who  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below.  He  was  active  in  local  politics, 
holding  the  office  of  selectman  for  some  time, 
and  was  a leading  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  His  wife,  Anna  (Dunning),  was  a 
daughter  of  David  Dunning,  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  Wilton,  who  enlisted  during  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  and  served  in  Captain  Comstock's 
regiment  throughout  that  struggle.  The  chil- 
dren of  Samuel  and  Anna  Comstock  were  as  fol- 
lows: George  W.,  died  in  Louisville,  Ky. ; Sam- 
uel Le  Grand  married  Susan,  daughter  of  Col. 
George  Middlebuck;  Eliza  Ann  married  Will- 
iam Chapman  Thorpe,  of  Camillus,  N.  Y. ; James, 
married  Harriet,  daughter  of  Andrew  Betts;  and 
Susan  E. , William,  and  Henry,  and  Mary  (Mrs. 
Raymond). 

David  Dunning,  great-grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Raymond,  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of 
Wilton,  and  his  name  is  found  as  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  petition  for  the  organization  of  the 
parish,  in  May,  1726. 

Major  Samuel  Comstock  was  born  in  1739. 
He  was  the  son  of  Nathan,  who  was  the  son  of 
Samuel,  who  was  the  son  of  Christopher,  who  was 
the  son  of  Frederic  Komstohk,  who  was  born  at 
Frankfort,  Germany,  March  18,  1575.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  McDonald,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
January  11,  1611.  Major  Comstock  joined  in 
the  Revolutionary  army  May  9,  1775,  with  the 
rank  of  captain,  and  was  subsequently  promoted 
to  that  of  major.  He  was  a member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Cincinnati.  In  1800  he  was  elected 
as  a member  of  the  State  Legislature  from  the 
town  of  Norwalk.  He  married  Miss  Mercy 
Mead,  daughter  of  Col.  Theophilus  Mead.  He 
died  in  1824. 


T'HE  FARMER,  a daily  and  weekly  news- 
_ paper  of  Bridgeport,  is  published  by  a cor- 
poration of  which  H.  B.  Stiles  is  president,  and 
Floyd  Tucker  is  secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  Republican  Farmer  was  started  in  Bridge- 
port in  1810  by  Stiles  Nichols,  who  brought  it 
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from  Danbury,  where  it  had  been  published  since 
1803.  It  became  a daily  in  1850,  when  under 
the  proprietorship  of  the  late  William  S.  Pome- 
roy. It  was  subsequently  under  the  manage- 
ment of  James  L.  Gould  and  Henry  B.  Stiles,  at 
the  corner  of  Wall  and  Water  streets,  and  later 
still  in  the  Waller  building,  No.  21  Fairfield 
avenue.  Mr.  Gould  left  the  concern  in  1890. 
On  January  1,  1891,  Mr.  Stiles  and  Floyd 
Tucker  became  proprietors.  Later  it  became  in- 
corporated. The  following  is  a sketch  of  several 
of  the  men  who  have  been  identified  with  the 
paper  through  the  present  century,  and  in  whose 
lives  is  the  paper’s  history. 

William  Seymour  Pomeroy  was  born  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  December  25,  1809,  and  was 
the  eldest  of  six  children.  While  he  was  yet 
quite  young  his  parents  moved  to  Canandaigua, 
N.  Y. , where  he  remained  with  them  until  he  was 
sixteen,  when  he  returned  to  Hartford  and  en- 
tered the  office  of  the  Hartford  Times , as  an  ap- 
prentice. In  that  situation  he  remained  several 
years,  devoting  himself  with  rare  fidelity  to  the 
service  of  his  employers,  and  acquiring  a good 
knowledge  of  the  printing  business.  Before  his 
term  of  service  had  expired,  however,  he  became 
so  impressed  with  the  advantages  which  a better 
education  would  give,  that  he  bought  his  time  of 
his  employers,  and  devoted  one  year  to  study, 
attending  during  the  time  a private  school  in 
Manchester.  His  studies  completed,  he  returned 
to  the  cffice  of  the  Times,  and  resumed  his  occu- 
pation as  a compositor.  It  was  there  that  he 
became  acquainted  with  Hon.  John  M.  Niles 
and  Hon.  Gideon  Wells,  who,  in  after  years, 
proved  their  friendships  for  him  by  establishing 
him  in  business  in  Bridgeport.  They  saw  with 
what  fidelity  he  served  his  employers,  and  appre- 
ciating his  character,  and  having  full  confidence 
in  his  ability  and  integrity,  they  selected  him, 
when  the  time  came,  to  perform  an  arduous  but 
pleasant  duty — to  establish  in  Bridgeport  a paper 
that  should  advocate  the  claims  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son  to  the  Presidency. 

The  Republican  Farmer,  then  edited  by  Stiles 
Nichols,  although  a Democratic  organ,  gave  its 
support  to  Henry  Clay,  and  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable by  the  leaders  of  the  Jacksonian  Democ- 
racy, prominent  among  whom  were  Messrs.  Niles 
and  Wells,  not  to  leave  this  section  of  the  State 
to  the  political  control  of  the  friend  of  Mr.  Clay. 
Accordingly,  in  November,  1831,  Mr.  Pomeroy 
came  to  Bridgeport,  and  started  the  Bridgeport 
Messenger.  He  was  enabled  to  do  this  by  the 
assistance  of  his  Hartford  friends,  who  supplied 
him  with  funds,  and  in  other  ways  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  new  organ.  The  first  num- 


ber was  issued  November  26,  from  the  old  office 
of  the  Connecticut  Courier,  on  Water  street,  be- 
tween Bank  and  State  streets. 

The  Messenger  was  published  for  one  year, 
or  until  November  21,  1832,  when,  Jackson  hav- 
ing been  elected,  and  the  particular  mission  for 
which  the  paper  was  founded  accomplished,  its 
publication  was  suspended,  not,  however,  until 
an  arrangement  had  been  made  for  merging  it 
with  its  rival,  The  Farmer,  by  which  Mr.  Pom- 
eroy became  part  owner  and  editor  of  the  latter 
paper,  the  firm  name  being  Stiles,  Nichols  & Co. 
With  The  Farmer  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  connected 
from  that  time  until  his  death.  Mr.  Nichols 
withdrew  January  1,  1842,  in  favor  of  his  grand- 
son, Charles  B.  Nichols,  when  the  firm  name 
was  changed  to  Pomeroy  & Nichols.  The  lat- 
ter’s connection  with  the  paper  ceased  December 
23,  1846,  when  Mr.  Pomeroy  became  sole  editor 
and  publisher.  He  continued  to  conduct  the 
paper  alone  until  1855,  when  the  firm  became 
Pomeroy  & Morse.  On  September  8,  1856,  the 
Daily  Farmer  was  established,  and  both  that 
and  the  Weekly  were  regularly  published  until 
August  24,  1861,  when  the  office  was  destroyed 
by  a mob.  What  remained  of  the  material,  to- 
gether with  the  “good  will”  of  the  establish- 
ment, was  sold  at  auction  to  close  up  the  busi- 
ness of  the  firm,  and  was  purchased  by  the  late 
E.  L.  Simpson,  for  Mrs.  Pomeroy.  On  Decem- 
ber 13,  1861,  the  publication  of  the  Weekly  was 
resumed  by  Mr.  Pomeroy,  who  found  a host  of 
friends  in  the  sterling  Democracy  of  Fairfield, 
and  Litchfield  counties,  and  on  September  23, 
1864,  the  Daily  Farmer  was  resuscitated.  In 
1866  the  veteran  editor  found  it  necessary,  on 
account  of  failing  health,  to  again  reorganize  his 
establishment,  and  the  partnership  of  Pomeroy, 
Gould  & Co.  (William  S.  Pomeroy,  J.  L.  Gould 
and  H.  B.  Stiles)  was  formed. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  was  all  his  life  an  ardent,  un- 
compromising Democrat,  and  in  early  years  took 
a prominent  part  in  politics.  His  bold  and  de- 
cided stand  for  Jackson  in  1831  gained  for  him  a 
host  of  friends,  and  when  in  1832  the  unity  of 
the  Democratic  party  was  restored,  and  he  be- 
came identified  with  The  Farmer,  the  number  of 
his  friends  was  greatly  increased.  The  gallant 
service  rendered  by  him  in  the  Presidential  cam- 
paign was  not  lorgotten,  and  as  his  fellow  citi- 
zens came  to  know  him  and  to  appreciate  more 
fully  his  many  sterling  qualities  of  head  and 
heart,  they  took  delight  in  paying  him  honors  by 
electing  him  to  positions  of  trust  and  responsibil- 
ity. He  was  twice  elected  from  the  town  of 
Bridgeport  to  the  Legislature — once  in  1837  and 
again  in  1850.  He  was  also  nominated  for  Con- 
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gress  in  1841,  just  after  the  celebrated  “Hard 
Cider  Campaign,”  when  the  district  was  almost 
hopelessly  Whig,  and  was  defeated  by  Hon. 
Thomas  B.  Osborne,  then  of  Fairfield,  and  a 
very  popular  man  with  his  party.  In  1844  he 
was  run  for  the  State  Senate,  but  was  again  de- 
feated, by  only  twenty-four  majority. 

The  nomination  and  election  of  James  K. 
Polk  to  the  Presidency  were  earnestly  advocated 
by  The  Farmer  in  1844,  and,  some  time  after  his 
inauguration,  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  rewarded  by  be- 
ing appointed  collector  of  the  port  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Fairfield.  In  this  position  he  remained 
until  the  inauguration  of  Zachary  Taylor  in  1849, 
when  he  was  removed  to  make  way  for  a friend 
of  the  administration.  He  was  re-appointed  in 
1853  by  President  Pierce,  and  continued  to  hold 
the  office  until  the  coming  in  of  Mr.  Lincoln  in 
1861.  He  never  afterward  held  public  office,  ex- 
cept such  as  were  conferred  upon  him  by  his 
town  or  city.  At  the  time  of  his  death  in  1870 
he  was  one  of  the  assessors  of  Bridgeport,  an  of- 
fice to  which  he  was  elected  the  spring  before  he 
died.  To  the  discharge  of  all  his  public  duties 
he  brought  a clear  head  and  an  honest  heart  and 
a faith  in  Democratic  principles  that  never  was 
shaken.  He  believed  that  the  constitution  of 
his  country  was  the  palladium  of  its  people's 
liberties,  and  for  all  the  great  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party  he  entertained  a singularly 
earnest  affection.  A warm  supporter  of  Jack- 
son,  he  imbibed  much  of  that  earnest  states- 
man's patriotism,  and,  like  him,  was  uncom- 
promising in  his  opposition  to  the  enemies  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  Union.  The  singular 
obstinacy  with  which  he  adhered  to  his  political 
convictions,  and  the  fearlessness  with  which  he 
defened  them  against  all  comers,  are  well-known 
to  his  friends  hereabouts.  He  had  witnessed  the 
rise,  growth  and  final  success  of  the  Republican 
party;  was  perfectly  familiar  with  its  designs; 
believed  that  its  leaders  contemplated  the  over- 
throw of  State  Rights  and  the  building  up  of  a 
vast  central  despotism;  and  all  the  powers  of  his 
singularly  earnest  nature  were  devoted  to  the 
task  of  exposing  the  objects  of  the  party,  and 
making  the  designs  of  its  leaders  known  to  the 
people.  But  notwithstanding  his  firm  and  ear- 
nest convictions,  he  was  peculiarly  cautious  and 
sagacious  in  his  political  advice  and  leadership. 
In  his  conduct  of  The  Farmer , he  was  always 
earnest  and  outspoken,  and  yet  always  aimed  to 
keep  within  the  pale  of  journalistic  courtesy  to 
his  opponent.  Indeed  we  do  not  know  that  he 
ever  penned  anything  that  could  be  justly  ex- 
cepted to.  We  are  not  aware  that  even  during 
the  exciting  days  of  1861  any  complaint  was 


ever  made  in  reference  to  his  management  of  the 
paper;  but,  however  that  may  have  been,  the 
fearless  attitude  of  The  Farmer  brought  down 
upon  it  the  vengeance  of  a mob,  at  a time  when 
the  senior  editor  was  confined  to  his  bed  with 
sickness  (where  he  had  lain  for  three  months), 
and  the  office  was  sacked.  All  the  material, 
presses,  forms,  type  and  tools,  together  with  the 
editor’s  books  and  private  papers,  were  com- 
pletely destroyed.  The  accumulated  property 
of  a lifetime,  gained  by  patient  toil  in  the  service 
of  a party  devoted  to  the  Union,  was  in  one  brief 
hour  swept  completely  away.  The  blow  was  a 
severe  one  to  Mr.  Pomeroy.  He  had  lost  all, 
but  his  faith  in  the  saving  grace  of  Democracy 
was  only  strengthened  by  the  event,  and  with  a 
sad  heart  but  undaunted  spirit  he  set  about  to 
acquire  means  to  renew  his  life  struggle.  In 
this,  by  the  help  of  his  political  friends,  whose 
confidence  in  him  was  unlimited,  he  was  entirely 
successful,  and  in  a few  months  a new  office  with 
new  material  was  at  his  disposal,  and  the  old 
Farmer  once  more  appeared  to  battle  for  the 
Constitution  and  the  rights  of  the  people. 

In  1826  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  married  to  Frances 
E.,  daughter  of  Zerah  Eaton,  of  Hartford,  who 
survived  him;  one  daughter  only — May  S.,  born 
in  1839  and  died  in  1856 — blessed  their  marriage. 

James  L.  Gould  retired  from  The  Farmer 
in  1890.  He  had  been  managing  editor  for  a 
quarter  of  a century.  At  the  time  of  his  retire- 
ment an  acquaintance  wrote  of  him:  “When 

actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  the  law  as  a member  of  the  Fairfield  county 
Bar  I knew  him.  As  a judge  of  probate  for  the 
district  of  Bridgeport  1 knew  him,  and  I have 
known  him  for  the  last  twenty  years  that  he  has 
been  editor  and  one  of  the  proprietors  of  The 
Farmer , a man  of  high  character  and  great 
worth.  In  whatever  position  he  has  been  placed 
he  has  always  exhibited  the  true  characteristics 
of  manhood,  and  has  discharged  every  duty  de- 
volving upon  him  with  great  fidelity  and  marked 
ability.  But  as  a journalist  he  has  spent  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life,  and  as  such  he  may  be 
more  appropriately  spoken  of  at  this  time  — at 
his  retirement,  with  the  exception  of  the  Hon. 
A.  E.  Bun,  of  the  Hartford  Times,  Mr.  Gould 
is  believed  to  be  the  oldest  and  most  experienced. 
For  twenty  years  he  was  unfaltering  in  his  devo- 
tion to  the  interests  of  The  Farmer.  Seldom 
absent  from  the  office  a day,  exemplarily  punc- 
tual in  his  arrival  and  departure,  vigilant  and 
actively  engaged  every  moment,  and  kind  to  and 
considerate  of  employes,  he  has  been  an  exam- 
ple worthy  to  be  copied  by  all  who  wish  to  be 
successful  in  business  engagements.  While  he 
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successfully  and  faithfully  managed  the  business 
of  The  Farmer,  he  has  never  neglected  the  inter- 
ests of  Bridgeport.  He  advocated  measures 
which  in  his  judgment  would  result  beneficially 
to  the  public,  and  which  would  contribute  to  the 
material  prosperity  of  the  people  of  Bridgeport. 
Politically  he  was  trained  in  the  school  of  the 
old  Jeffersonian  and  Jacksonian  Democracy,  and 
has  been  ail  his  life  a true  exponent  of  its  teach- 
ings. The  Farmer,  during  his  connection  with 
it,  has  fearlessly  and  consistently  advocated  the 
tenets  of  the  Democratic  faith,  and  while  never 
attempting  in  any  way  to  dictate  or  control  nom- 
inations, insisting  only  that  they  should  be  good 
men  and  true  Democrats — it  has  always  given 
the  warmest  support  to  all  regularly  nominated 
Democratic  candidates.” 

Since  the  incorporation  of  the  paper  a few 
years  ago,  H.  B.  Stiles  has  been  the  president  of 
the  company,  and  Floyd  Tucker  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Their  long  identity  with  the  paper — 
Mr.  Stiles  since  1866  and  Mr.  Tucker  since  1871 
— associated  with  such  men  as  Pomeroy  and 
Gould,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that,  on  their 
assuming  ownership  and  afterward  manage- 
ment, the  general  tone  and  scope  of  the  paper 
should  remain  the  same.  Democrats  each  of 
them  of  the. old  Jefferson  and  Jackson  type,  The 
Farmer  still  continues  to  advocate  the  same  old 
sound  Democratic  principles  as  it  has  during  the 
whole  century  of  its  existence.  Mr.  Tucker  is  a 
journalist  of  large  experience  and  ability.  He 
has  been  the  editorial  writer  and  news  editor 
much  of  the  time  through  his  long  connection 
with  the  paper.  Mr.  Stiles  was  born  in  South- 
toury,  Conn.,  December  12,  1820.  He  held  the 
position  of  foreman  in  the  office  of  the  New 
Haven  Register  from  1852  to  1866;  removed  to 
Bridgeport  in  1866,  and  became  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Pomeroy,  Gould  & Co.  He  has 
.served  terms  in  the  common  councils  of  both 
New  Haven  and  Bridgeport.  Floyd  Tucker  is  a 
native  of  Redding,  Conn.,  and  was  educated 
principally  in  the  Easton  (Conn.)  Academy. 
After  four  years’  residence  in  New  York  City  he 
became  a member  of  the  editorial  staff  of  The 
Farmer,  in  1871,  where  he  has  since  remained, 
being  now,  and  since  1891,  business  manager  of 
the  paper. 


CsHARLES  R.  BROTH  WELL  (deceased).  The 
1 growth  of  a modern  American  city  is  a won- 
derful thing,  and  fortunate  is  he  whose  lot  is  so 
oast  that  he  can  watch  and  note  the  successive 
stages  by  which  the  village  expands  its  bounda- 
ries, enriches  its  productive  resources,  and  ac- 


quires the  complex  and  multiform  organizations 
which  make  up  the  impulses  and  energies  of  ur- 
ban life.  The  growth  of  Bridgeport  has  been  in- 
teresting, like  that  of  other  cities,  and  among 
those  few  who  witnessed  its  rapid  progress  from 
small  beginnings  was  the  late  Mr.  Charles  R. 
Brothwell.  He  could  remember  when  the  city 
had  but  3, OCX)  to  4,000  inhabitants,  and  when  all 
its  business  was  done  on  Water  street.  And, 
while  he  individually  was  a spectator  of  this  kind, 
it  can  be  said  that  his  ancestors  had  similarly, 
and  by  successive  steps,  watched  the  progress  of 
the  nation  from  its  earliest  infancy,  for  he  came 
of  Revolutionary  stock. 

It  is  family  history  that  Joseph  Brothwell, 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  one  of 
a party  attending  a ball  in  England,  in  1750, 
when  a detachment  of  men  surrounded  the  party 
and  escorted  the  young  men  to  a British  man-of- 
war,  which  soon  set  sail  for  America,  after  the 
voyage  anchoring  in  Long  Island  Sound.  Young 
Brothwell,  resenting  this  species  of  impressment, 
with  a companion,  jumped  overboard,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  land.  He  located  at  Bridge- 
port, and  later,  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
joined  the  American  army.  He  was  of  Welsh- 
English  extraction.  He  married  Miss  Beach, 
and  his  son,  Benjamin  Brothwell,  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  married  Anna  Fairweather.  Their 
son,  Joseph  Brothwell,  was  born  at  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  in  1790,  and  became  a farmer.  He  mar- 
ried Anna  Keeler,  a native  of  the  same  town, 
born  in  1 800,  a daughter  of  Patrick  and  Eunice 
(Hubbell)  Keeler.  Joseph  Brothwell  died  in 
1873,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  They 
had  three  children:  Emily,  who  married  Charles 
Plumb,  and  died  in  1866;  Charles  R.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  and  John  M.,  who  married 
Ann  Eliza  Middlebrook. 

Charles  R.  Brothwell,  who,  since  1863,  was 
the  real-estate  agent  for  P.  T.  Barnum,  was  bom 
in  Fairfield,  Conn.,  June  21,  1833.  He  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  district  schools,  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  began  to  work  steadily  on  his  fa- 
ther’s farm,  the  property  now  known  as  Brook- 
lawn,  the  home  of  Bridgeport’s  fashionable 
Country  Club.  Several  years  later  he  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade.  In  1863-64  he  traveled 
with  General  Tern  Thumb  and  wife,  Commodore 
Nutt  and  Minnie  Warren,  visiting  all  cities  in 
America.  From  1865-68  he  had  charge  of  the 
carpenter  work  of  Barnum’s  American  Museum, 
on  Broadway.  New  York,  and  after  it  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  the  second  time  (in  1869),  he  re- 
turned to  Bridgeport,  where  he  afterward  made 
his  permanent  home,  having  charge  of  Mr.  Bar- 
num’s extensive  property,  and,  from  the  time  of 
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the  great  showman’s  death,  he  managed  it  for 
the  heirs.  Mr.  Brothwell  died  July  31,  1898. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  1856  to  Jane  E. 
Jennings,  of  Easton.  Conn.  They  had  one 
child,  Wilbur  A.  Brothwell,  who  is  now  treasurer 
and  superintendent  of  the  Russell  Jennings  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  of  Deep  River.  Conn.  He 
married  Lizzie  M.  Wilson,  daughter  of  Alden- 
son  and  Catherine  (Knapp)  Wilson,  and  has 
one  son,  Charles  Ransom.  For  his  second  wife 
Mr.  Brothwell  married,  in  1870.  Anna  Bell  F. 
Banks,  daughter  of  Col.  Horace  Banks,  of  Green- 
field Hill,  Conn.  By  this  marriage  he  had  four 
children,  two  of  which  are  living:  Nellie  S.,  wife 
of  Attorney  Sidney  N.  Lockwood,  son  of  the  late 
JudgeD.  B.  Lockwood;  and  Barbara.  Mr.  Broth- 
well, as  is  also  his  widow,  was  a member  of 
Christ  Episcopal  Church.  She  resides  at  No.  18 
Courtland  street,  Bridgeport. 

In  politics  Mr.  Brothwell  was  a Republican. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  at  Bridgeport,  held  the 
office  continuously  some  twelve  years,  and  de- 
voted a great  part  of  his  time  to  that  branch  of 
the  city  government,  one  of  his  principal  inter- 
ests being  the  building  of  the  bridges,  especially 
the  lower  one,  which  has  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  bridge  in  the  country  to  be  operated  by 
electricity.  Not  only  did  Mr.  Brothwell  intro- 
duce the  electric  motors  for  operating  draws,  but 
he  provided  a swinging  stop-latch  which,  with 
the  yielding  abutment,  makes  it  possible  to  oper- 
ate the  draw  very  quickly.  He  also  provided 
the  swinging  gates  placed  at  either  end  of  the 
bridge  for  the  safety  of  the  public. 

Many  large  schemes  of  the  real-estate  world 
of  Bridgeport  originated  with  Mr.  Brothwell,  not 
least  among  which  was  the  reclaiming  of  that 
tract  of  land  adjoining  Sea  Side  Park,  east  of 
Cedar  creek,  which  added  eighty  acres  of  taxable 
property  to  the  city.  He  was  president  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  for  two  years  (1891-92),  and  in 
various  ways  was  closely  identified  with  the  best 
interests  of  Bridgeport,  of  which  he  was  es- 
teemed as  a pioneer  and  as  a valued  citizen. 


BELDEN  BAIN  BROWN.  As  “ good  Amer- 
icans, when  they  die,  go  to  Paris,”  so  the 
successful  New  York  business  man,  looking  about 
for  a thoroughly  satisfactory  place  in  which  to 
spend  his  years  of  leisure,  naturally  turns  to  this 
favored  region,  where  picturesque  scenery  and  a 
refined  and  cultured  social  life  combine  to  make 
an  ideal  home.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
was  for  some  years  connected  with  Wall  Street, 
made  choice  of  Stamford  as  his  permanent  resi- 


dence, and  he  and  his  family  are  prominent  in 
the  best  social  circles  of  that  locality.  Mr.  Brown 
is  still  identified  with  the  business  world,  the  care 
of  his  investments  occupying  much  of  his  time 
and  attention,  but  he  wisely  mingles  recreation 
with  financial  affairs,  being  especially  expert  as 
a wheelman  and  on  the  golf  links. 

Mr.  Brown  comes  of  an  excellent  ancestry, 
and  his  great-grandfather,  Capt.  Isaac  Brown, 
who  married  a Miss  Belden,  was  a well-known 
sea  captain.  George  Brown,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  at  Stamford,  but  for  some 
years  of  his  early  life  was  a resident  of  New  York 
City.  Later  he  returned  to  Stamford,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  hatter's  trade,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred there  in  1851.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
Benedict,  a native  of  Norwalk,  this  county,  and 
of  their  eight  children  two  died  in  infancy;  Ed- 
ward F.  and  Elizabeth  M.  are  residents  of  Stam- 
ford; and  Charles,  George  L.,  Samuel  D.,  and 
Catherine  are  deceased. 

The  late  George  Lockwood  Brown,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  was  born  in  New  York  City  March 
5.  1817,  but  was  educated  chiefly  in  Stamford. 
He  started  in  business  life  as  a clerk  in  a dry- 
goods  store  in  Providence,  R.  I. , and  after  leav- 
ing Providence  he  came  to  live  in  Stamford  and 
had  his  home  there  until  1874,  when  he  moved 
to  Brooklyn,  and  remained  there  until  1883, 
when  he  retired  from  business  and  lived  in 
Washington,  Conn.,  until  his  death  in  1891. 
During  his  residence  in  Stamford  he  was  largely 
interested  in  many  public  enterprises,  and  helped 
to  organize  the  First  National  Bank,  of  which  he 
was  a director  for  many  years.  He  was  married 
(first)  to  Miss  Catherine  Bain,  of  New  York  City, 
and  (second)  to  Miss  Mary  Brinsmade,  and  of  the 
first  union  there  was  one  son,  Belden  Bain. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  17,  1846,  in 
New  York  City,  whence  he  came  to  Stamford  in 
childhood,  and  with  the  exception  of  seven  years 
spent  in  Brooklyn,  has  lived  there  ever  since. 
He  engaged  in  a brokerage  business  in  Wall 
street  with  his  father,  continuing  until  1883,  and 
since  returning  to  Stamford  to  reside  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  Grey  Rock  Land  Company, 
at  that  place,  as  secretary.  He  and  his  family 
are  identified  with  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church, 
at  Stamford,  and  he  is  a member  of  various 
social  organizations,  including  the  Wheelmen’s 
Club  and  the  Wee  Burn  Golf  Club.  On  Janu- 
uary  13,  1870,  he  was  married  in  Stamford  to 
Miss  Ida  M.  Hoyt,  and  four  children  have  blessed 
the  union:  Mary  Benedict,  Sarah  Hawley 

(deceased),  George  Lockwood,  and  Belden 
Bain,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Brown  belongs  to  a wealthy  and  promi- 
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nent  family,  well-known  in  this  section  and  in 
the  metropolis.  Her  father,  the  late  George  A. 
Hoyt,  was  born  August  16,  1811,  in  Stamford, 
where  he  received  his  education,  and  in  early 
manhood  he  engaged  in  the  clothing  business  in 
New  York  City.  In  1851  he  removed  to  Stam- 
ford, where  he  purchased  a large  amount  of  real 
estate,  and  for  some  years  he  held  the  office  of 
president  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company. 
He  died  there  December  3,  1887.  He  was  twice 
married,  and  by  his  first  wife,  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Hawley,  he  had  four  children,  as  follows: 
Francis  S.,  a resident  of  Morristown,  N.  J.; 
Georgianna,  wife  of  Albert  S.  Swords,  of  the 
same  city;  Ida  M.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Elizabeth,  who  married  E.  A.  Day,  of  Elizabeth, 
N.  J.  Mr.  Hoyt’s  second  wife  was  Jennie  P. 
Smith,  daughter  of  Truman  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut. 


BEV.  CHARLES  WALTER  BOYLSTON, 

rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  at 

Riverside,  Conn.,  is  a representative  of  an  old 
Colonial  family,  and  among  his  ancestors  and 
relatives  are  many  whose  names  will  occupy  a 
lasting  place  in  the  history  of  this  country.  The 
first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  a definite  account 
was  Henry  Boylston,  of  Litchfield,  Staffordshire, 
England,  who  is  mentioned  in  the  records  of  that 
town. 

II.  Thomas  Boylston,  only  child  of  Henry, 
married  and  had  a son  Thomas.  III.  Thomas 
Boylston,  son  of  Thomas  II,  embarked  for  Amer- 
ica at  London  in  1635,  on  the  ship  “Defiance,” 
and  on  his  arrival  settled  at  Watertown,  Mass. 
IV.  Dr.  Thomas  Boylston,  son  of  Thomas  III, 
was  a noted  physician  in  his  day,  and  became 
one  of  the  first  settlers  at  Brookline,  Mass.,  lo- 
cating there  in  1665.  Among  his  children  were 
three  sons:  Dudley,  Zabdiel,  and  Peter,  whose 

■daughter,  Susanna,  married  John  Adams,  of 
Braintree.  Mass.,  and  became  the  mother  of  John 
Adams,  President  of  the  United  States.  Dr. 
Zabdiel  Boylston  took  a notable  part,  about 
1721,  in  the  introduction  of  inoculation  as  a pre- 
ventive of  smallpox.  V.  Dudley  Boylston  re- 
sided in  Brookline,  Mass.  He  had  five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  the  names  of  the  sons  being: 
Joshua,  Caleb,  Richard,  Dudley  and  Edward. 

VI.  Edward  Boylston  served  an  apprentice- 
ship to  the  wheelwright’s  trade  in  his  youth,  and 
later  went  to  sea.  During  the  Revolutionary 
war  he  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army,  and  for 
some  time  was  stationed  at  Newton,  Mass.,  and 
Peekskill,  N.  Y.  While  on  his  way  to  visit  his 
family  at  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  he  was  captured 


by  the  British,  by  whom  he  was  most  cruelly 
treated,  and  for  a time  he  was  incarcerated  in 
the  notorious  Jersey  prison  ship.  His  name  ap- 
pears with  the  rank  of  captain  of  Wheelwrights 
in  the  Continental  forces  on  the  pay  rolls  of 
Major  Eayr's  company,  Colonel  Flower’s  regi- 
ment (artillery),  where  credit  is  given  for  services 
from  January  1,  1777,  to  December  1,  1779. 
[See  Massachusetts  State  Records  Vol.  XX,  pages 
1 and  28.]  His  name  also  appears  on  the  ac- 
count of  Captain  Howe’s  company,  as  captain  of 
Wheelwrights  Corps,  at  Springfield,  pay  being 
allowed  for  services  from  January  1,  1780,  to 
December  31,  1780.  [See  Massachusetts  State 
Records  Vol.  XXI,  part  4,  page  69  ] In  1781  he 
married  Lydia  Worthington,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  December,  1814.  He  had  four  child- 
ren: Richard,  Zabdiel  (who  died  in  1810), 

Samuel,  and  Catherine. 

VIII.  Samuel  Boylston,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  born  in  March,  1789,  and  died  in 
August,  1863.  He  was  a resident  of  Springfield, 
Mass.,  and  was  connected  with  the  United  States 
Armory  there.  His  wife,  Clarissa  Chapin,  was 
born  February  27,  1793,  died  June  19,  1872,  and 
they  had  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 

IX.  Richard  H.  Boylston,  our  subject's 
father,  was  born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  August  3, 
1828,  and  for  many  years  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  baby  carriages,  having  head- 
quarters at  No.  102  William  street,  New  York 
City,  with  factory  at  Green  River,  Vt.,  and  later 
at  Rowayton,  Conn.  He  married  Miss  Emeline 
Grant,  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  Charles  W. 
Boylston  was  the  only  issue  of  this  marriage. 

Rev.  Charles  W.  Boylston  was  born  Decem- 
ber 17,  1854,  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  but  his  boy- 
hood was  mainly  spent  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  attended  public  and  private  schools  for  sev- 
eral years.  His  preparation  for  his  collegiate 
course  was  completed  at  the  school  in  Burling- 
ton, N.  J.,  and  he  then  entered  Trinity  College, 
at  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1878.  He  had  long  cherished  the  intention  of 
entering  the  ministry,  and  in  1881  he  finished  a 
course  in  Berkley  Divinity  School,  at  Middletown, 
Conn. , being  ordained  deacon  in  the  same  year. 
His  ordination  as  priest  followed,  and  his  first 
charge  was  the  parish  of  St.  James,  at  Glaston- 
bury, Conn.  In  1883  he  became  rector  of  St. 
Andrew’s  Church,  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  on 
May  1,  1885,  he  took  charge  of  the  parishes  of 
Grace  Church,  Long  Hill,  and  Trinity  Church. 
Nichols,  where  his  devoted  labors  have  brought 
gratifying  results.  Among  the  qualities  which 
have  contributed  to  Mr.  Boylston ’s  success  in  his 
chosen  calling  is  an  unfailing  courtesy,  and  he  is 
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deservedly  popular  in  social  life.  In  1881  he 
united  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity  at  Glaston- 
bury, and  at  present  he  is  a member  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  No.  3.  Jerusalem  Chapter,  No. 
13,  and  Jerusalem  Council,  No.  16,  at  Bridge- 
port, and  Hamilton  Commandery,  No.  5,  Knights 
Templar;  in  1897  he  was  grand  chaplain  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Connecticut. 
While  at  Trinity  College  he  became  a charter 
member  of  Beta  Beta  Chapter  of  the  Psi  Upsilon 
Fraternity,  in  which  he  still  retains  membership. 
In  1 8S1  Mr.  Boylston  was  married  at  Glaston- 
bury to  Miss  Eliza  Bates  Smith,  a descendant 
of  Thomas  Wells,  one  of  the  early  Colonial  Gov- 
ernors of  Connecticut,  and  two  children  have 
blessed  this  union:  Clarence  A.  and  Christine. 

On  January  1,  1899,  Mr.  Boylston  removed 
to  the  town  of  Greenwich,  Conn.,  and  became 
the  rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Riverside,  in  that 
town. 


JOHN  WATSON  BACON,  president  of  the 
Savings  Bank  of  Danbury,  Conn. , has  been 
so  intimately  identified  with  some  of  the 
most  important  movements  for  the  development 
of  this  and  other  sections  of  the  country,  that  the 
omission  of  his  name  and  history  from  this  work 
would  leave  a noticeable  blank.  His  successful 
career  emphasizes  the  fact,  too  often  overlooked 
in  these  days,  that  wealth  and  position  may  be 
obtained  by  judicious  efforts  on  lines  which  are 
helpful  to  the  community  at  large,  and  strength- 
ens the  hope  that  some  day  our  great  generals 
of  finance  and  commerce  may  unite  their  forces 
to  develop  the  resources  of  this  land  that  there 
may  be  no  man  lacking  profitable  employment, 
and  no  helpless  children  suffering  for  the  neces- 
sities of  life. 

Mr.  Bacon's  kindly  but  dignified  countenance 
furnishes  a true  index  to  his  character,  and  be- 
neath his  quiet  and  unassuming  manner  one  in- 
stinctively feels  the  presence  of  a sympathetic 
nature.  Yet  one  sees  also  the  stamp  of  a firm 
will,  ready  to  carry  out  inflexibly  any  plan  or 
purpose  once  resolved  upon,  and  realizes  that 
kindness  and  consideration  for  others  is  not  in- 
compatible with  manly  decision  and  force  of  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  Bacon  was  born  June  9,  1827,  at  Hart- 
ford, Conn. . a son  of  Leverett  W.  and  Sarah  (Wat- 
son) Bacon,  and  was  educated  in  that  city,  gradu- 
ating from  Trinity  College  in  1846.  He  received 
the  first  appointment  in  his  class,  and  for  one 
year  had  charge  of  an  Academy  at  Essex,  Conn. 
He  then  began  the  study  of  law  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Hon.  Isaac  Toucey,  of  Hartford,  but  in 


1 848  he  adopted  the  profession  of  civil  engineer- 
ing, his  first  work  being  the  laying  out  and  con- 
struction of  the  New  York  & New  England  rail- 
road from  Hartford  to  Willimantic.  This  work 
included  the  building  of  the  Union  Depot  and 
the  bridge  at  Hartford,  and  the  making  of  the 
heavy  rock  cut  at  Bolton  Notch.  On  completing 
this  enterprise  he  spent  two  years  in  the  survey 
and  construction  of  the  Danbury  & Norwalk 
railroad,  and  later  he  was  recalled  to  Hartford 
to  take  a position  as  superintendent  of  the  Hart- 
ford, Providence  & Fishkill  railroad  between 
Providence  and  Waterbury,  now  the  New  Eng- 
land railroad.  He  remained  five  years,  and  then 
went  to  West  Virginia  to  develop  and  operate 
some  extensive  coal  mines  and  salt  works  at 
West  Columbia,  on  the  Ohio  river.  Two  years 
later  he  returned  to  Connecticut,  locating  at  Dan- 
bury, and  in  July,  1859,  he  was  appointed  su- 
perintendent and  chief  engineer  of  the  Danbury 
& Norwalk  railroad.  This  position  he  held  until 
January  1,  1877,  building  the  Ridgefield  branch 
in  1869,  and  the  Shepaug  branch  in  1872.  In 
the  fall  of  1877  he  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Hubbard  on  the  board  of  railroad  commissioners, 
and  served  for  ten  years  under  the  administra- 
tions of  both  political  parties.  In  1 877  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  American  Society  of 
Civil  Engineers,  and  for  some  years  past  he  has 
been  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
make  a topographical  survey  of  this  State,  the 
results  of  their  labors  being  now  embodied  in  a 
large  atlas,  recently  published. 

About  thirty  years  ago  Mr.  Bacon  became  a 
director  in  the  Savings  Bank  of  Danbury,  which 
was  incorporated  in  1849,  and  for  some  years 
past  he  has  been  its  president.  He  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Danbury  National  Bank,  and 
president  of  the  Danbury  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company.  During  his  residence  in  Danbury  he 
has  given  active  support  to  all  projects  for  pub- 
lic improvement,  and  in- 1860  he  constructed  the 
water  works,  of  which  he  had  charge  for  sixteen 
years.  In  i860  be  also  organized  a joint-stock 
company  known  as  the  Danbury  Public  Hall 
Company,  and  purchased  the  old  Congregational 
church,  which  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by 
the  soldiers’  monument.  The  building  was  re- 
fitted, and  served  as  a public  hall  until  the  open- 
ing of  the  present  Opera  House  in  1873.  In 
1871  the  Agricultural  Society  of  the  town  seemed 
likely  to  die  of  inanition,  and  Mr.  Bacon  reor- 
ganized it,  forming  a stock  company  of  which 
he  was  president  for  several  years,  and  still  is  its 
treasurer.  Under  the  new  and  energetic  manage- 
ment the  annual  fairs  have  been  very  largely  at- 
tended, and  taken  front  rank  among  the  fairs  of 
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New  England.  Mr.  Bacon  is  also  the  president 
of  the  Danbury  Cemetery  Association,  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  and  in  fact  it 
would  be  difficult  to  mention  any  public  enter- 
prise of  importance  in  that  locality  in  which  he 
is  not  or  has  been  more  or  less  directly  con- 
nected. Educational  affairs  formerly  received 
his  especial  care,  and  for  many  years  he  was  a 
a member  of  the  board  of  education,  He  was 
also  for  about  twenty  years  chairman  of  the  so- 
ciety committee  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church. 

On  December  20,  1852,  Mr.  Bacon  married 
Miss  Caroline  E.  Botsford,  daughter  of  Dr.  Rus- 
sell B.  Botsford,  who  was  for  many  years  a lead- 
ing physician  of  Danbury.  Her  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Eliza  Whittlesey,  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Matthew  B.  Whittlesey,  a prominent  law- 
yer of  Danbury.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon  have 
three  children:  Sarah  W. ; Eliza  W.,  wife  of 

Hon.  G.  M.  Rundle,  mayor  of  Danbury;  and 
John  R.,  now  a well-known  physician  of  the 
same  city. 


J OSEPH  TOMLINSON,  of  Huntington,  Coun- 
ty of  Fairfield,  Conn.,  residing  in  the  bor- 
ough of  Shelton,  was  born  December  27, 
1828,  in  Southbury,  that  State.  He  is  a son  of 
Joseph  Tomlinson  (3),  born  in  the  year  1802, 
who  was  a physician,  practicing  in  Southbury  for 
some  years.  In  1836  he  went  to  Milford,  and  in 
1839  to  Huntington  Center,  where  he  followed 
his  profession  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  one  of  the  successful  and  substantial 
practitioners  of  Huntington,  and  is  well  remem- 
bered by  many  to  this  day.  For  some  time 
prominent  in  politics,  he  was  at  one  time  deputy 
sheriff,  and  was  also  postmaster  at  Huntington 
for  some  years.  In  his  youthful  days  he  was  a 
Whig,  later  becoming  a Republican,  and  he  re- 
mained a true  friend  of  that  party  until  his  death. 
Religiously  he  was  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Huntington  Center,  and  he  died 
in  that  faith  in  April,  1865. 

Joseph  Tomlinson  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  in  South  Britain,  Milford  and  Hunting- 
ton,  and  at  a select  school  at  Huntington  Center, 
conducted  by  Hezekiah  Rudd,  a noted  instructor 
of  his  day,  who  had  a large  school,  in  which  many 
of  the  prominent  men  received  the  finishing 
touches  to  their  education.  When  seventeen 
years  of  age  Mr.  Tomlinson  entered  a store  in 
Birmingham,  and  there  remained  four  years. 
After  teaching  school  a short  time  he  then  went 
to  New  York  City  as  bookkeeper  with  William  R. 
Robinson  & Co. , wholesale  dry-goods  merchants, 


remaining  thus  engaged  for  three  years.  In  1854 
he  returned  to  Huntington,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1855  went  into  what  was  then  called  the  Manu- 
facturers Bank,  as  bookkeeper,  holding  this  posi- 
tion until  he  resigned  in  April,  1866,  after  which 
time  he  served  for  five  years  in  the  same  capacity 
in  the  Derby  Savings  Bank.  While  thus  occu- 
pied he  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of 
pins,  hooks  and  eyes,  becoming  the  chief  pro- 
moter and  starter  of  the  Star  Pin  Company,  one 
of  the  first  stockholders,  and  also  first  secretary 
and  treasurer,  holding  this  position  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  enterprise  until  1875.  when  the 
business  was  removed  to  Shelton  and  the  man- 
agement of  the  same  to  New  York  City,  where 
Mr.  Tomlinson  remained  until  1879;  he  then 
sold  out  his  stock  and  retired  from  the  firm. 
During  1879  and  1880  he  was  engaged  with 
Cyrus  Brewster  in  the  manufacture  of  corsets  in 
Derby,  and  in  1881  he  was  appointed  assistant 
town  clerk.  Elliott  P.  Curtiss,  the  town  clerk, 
having  removed  from  Huntington,  Mr.  Tomlin- 
son was  elected  clerk  of  the  township  to  fill  the 
vacancy  thus  caused,  and  to  this  office  he  was 
re-elected  annually  until  October,  1897,  when 
the  term  by  recent  action  of  the  Legislature  was 
changed  to  two  years.  In  1889  the  office  of 
probate  judge  was  created,  becoming  an  office 
de  facto  May  1,  and  to  this  incumbency  at  a 
special  election  Mr.  Tomlinson  was  chosen, 
against  the  united  opposition  of  Derby  and 
Huntington,  and  he  held  it  from  the  time  it  was 
established  up  to  January  1,  1899,  when  he  was 
debarred  by  the  constitutional  age  limit.  In  1893 
the  town  court  of  Huntington  was  established  by 
the  Legislature,  and  Mr.  Tomlinson  was  ap- 
pointed judge  of  the  same,  and  held  the  office  by 
re-appointment  until  January  1,  1899,  when  he 
was  disqualified  by  the  age  limit.  Mr.  Tomlin- 
son has  also  held  the  office  of  assessor  of  the 
borough  of  Shelton  for  several  years,  and  at  the 
election  held  in  March  last  he  was  elected  treas- 
urer thereof. 

Judge  Tomlinson  has  always  been  a consist- 
ent and  strong  Republican  since  that  party  was 
organized.  He  has  been  justice  of  the  peace 
since  1881.  He  has  been  collector  of  taxes  of 
the  town  of  Huntington  since  1880,  and  in  all  his 
public  as  well  as  private  offices  has  been  faithful 
to  his  duties  and  honest  in  their  discharge. 
Since  1893,  when  the  Shelton  Savings  Bank  was 
started,  he  has  been  its  secretary  and  treasurer, 
and  he  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Plumb 
Memorial  Library,  this  being  an  elective  office 
by  the  directors.  He  was  also  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Shelton  Loan  & Savings  Associ- 
ation from  its  organization  in  1889  until  it  was 
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closed  in  1897,  and  he  has  always  been  active  in 
promoting  every  movement  calculated  to  advance 
the  material  and  moral  interests  of  Shelton. 
Besides  all  the  offices  enumerated  above,  he  has 
held  the  position  of  secretary,  treasurer  and 
manager  of  the  River  Side  Cemetery  Association 
since  its  organization,  having  been  one  of  the 
projectors  thereof.  He  is  a member  of  the  Sons 
of  Temperance,  and,  religiously,  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Shelton,  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  work  of  the  Society  as  one  of  its  deacons 
daring  and  ever  since  its  organization. 

Judge  Tomlinson  was  married,  in  December, 
1857,  to  Miss  Annie  Tappan  Brewster,  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Cyrus  Brewster,  formerly  of  New 
London,  Conn.,  but  latterly  of  Huntington. 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Tomlinson  have  had  five  chil- 
dren: Helen,  born  in  September,  1858,  is  liv- 
ing at  borne;  Rosalie,  born  in  i860,  is  married  to 
Rev.  Charles  W.  Shelton,  of  Derby,  one  of  the 
field  secretaries  of  the  American  Home  Mission- 
ary Society;  Joseph,  born  in  1863,  graduated 
from  Yale  College  in  1885,  and  is  now  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  Sioux  Falls  (S.  Dak.)  Argus 
Leader;  Annie,  born  in  1870,  graduated  from 
Wellesley  College  with  the  class  of  1890,  took  an 
extra  year  in  history  and  political  economy  at 
Yale  College,  and  subsequently  taught  in  the 
high  school  at  Brookline,  Mass.,  to  the  principal 
of  which  institution,  Daniel  S.  Sanford,  she  was 
married  in  July,  1898;  Cyrus,  born  in  1875,  is 
city  editor  of  the  Ansonia  (Conn.)  Sentinel. 


T|EV.  FRANKLIN  KEELER  HAWLEY  is  a 
Joi  native  of  the  town  of  Brookfield,  and  now 
occupies  the  old  Hawley  homestead  there,  which 
has  been  in  his  family  for  several  generations. 
His  education  was  begun  in  the  district  schools 
of  that  locality,  and  later  he  attended  the  Ches- 
hire Military  Academy.  In  December,  1893,  he 
was  ordained  at  Danbury  to  the  ministry,  and  he 
has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  evangelistic  la- 
bors. One  feature  of  his  work  which  has  brought 
notably  good  results  is  the  enterprise  known  as 
the  John  N.  Hawley  Bible  School,  which  he  con- 
ducts at  his  own  home.  He  married  Miss  Julia 
Alice  Turrell,  daughter  of  Edwin  G.  Turrell,  and 
two  interesting  children,  John  T.  and  Ruth  F., 
have  blessed  the  union. 

The  Hawley  family,  from  which  has  sprung 
many  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  New 
England,  traces  its  line  of  descent  from  Joseph 
Hawley,  who  was  born  in  Derbyshire,  England, 
in  1603,  and  in  1629  crossed  the  ocean  and 
landed  near  Boston,  Mass.  Later  he  settled  in 

Connecticut,  and  his  death  occurred  at  Stratford 
6 


in  1690.  He  had  five  children,  of  whom  (1) 
Ebenezer  and  (2)  Joseph  left  no  issue.  (3)  Sam- 
uel, born  in  1652,  had  seven  children:  Nathan 
and  Ephraim,  who  had  no  children;  Joseph,  who 
had  three  sons — John,  Ezekiel  and  William; 
Thomas,  who  had  four  sons — Ezra,  Thomas, 
Ebenezer  and  Samuel;  Ebenezer  and  Benjamin, 
who  had  no  children;  and  Samuel,  born  in  1674, 
who  is  mentioned  farther  on;  (4)  Ephraim,  born 
in  1639,  had  four  sons:  Jehiel  and  Abiah,  who 
had  no  issue;  Gideon,  who  had  two  sons — James 
and  Zachariah;  and  Daniel,  who  had  four  sons — 
Ephraim,  Edward,  Frederick  and  William.  (5) 
Capt.  John  Hawley,  born  in  1661,  had  six  chil- 
dren: Nathan,  who  left  no  issue;  John,  Jr.,  who 
had  one  son,  John;  Comfort,  David  and  Daniel, 
who  left  no  descendants;  and  Henry,  who  had 
three  sons — Henry,  Enos  and  Parson,  the  last 
named  being  the  father  of  two  sons,  Joel  and 
Edward. 

In  the  fourth  generation  the  branch  of  the 
family  in  which  we  are  now  interested  was  con- 
tinued by  Samuel,  son  of  Samuel.  This  ances- 
tor had  ten  children,  of  whom  (1)  Jonathan,  left 
one  son,  Israel.  (2)  Nathaniel  left  a son  of  the 
same  name.  (3)  Ephraim,  (4)  Matthew,  and 
(5)  Obadiah  left  no  issue.  (6)  Francis  and  (7) 
Richard  probably  had  families,  but  the  names 
have  not  been  preserved.  (8)  Nathan  had  six 
sons:  Ephraim,  Andrew,  Nathan,  Samuel  (who 

had  a son,  Samuel),  Nehemiah,  and  Abraham 
(who  had  two  sons — Lemuel  and  Willett,  of 
whom  the  latter  left  three  children,  Jeremiah, 
Joseph  and  James).  (9)  Stephen  had  three  sons: 
Benjamin,  Nehemiah  and  Hezekiah.  (10)  Ben- 
jamin, born  in  1694,  is  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent. 

In  the  fifth  generation  we  find  the  following 
children  of  Benjamin  IV:  (1)  Ebenezer  had  no 

issue.  (2)  Benjamin  had  seven  children:  (a) 

Phoebe;  (b)  Mary;  (c)  Sallie;  (d)  Jabez,  who  had 
three  children — Jerusha,  Sallie,  and  Daniel  B., 
the  father  of  Esther,  Elmer  and  Henry;  (e)  Rob- 
ert N.,  who  had  three  children — Angeline,  Rob- 
ert (father  of  Asa  H.),  and  Harriet,  (f)  Isaac  N. 
had  four  sons — Edson  N.  (father  of  Julia,  Arthur, 
Clarence,  and  Clara),  Homer  N.  (father  of  Willis 
N.),  Edgar,  and  Arthur,  (g)  Benjamin  had  the 
following  children:  Mary  Ann,  Frederick,  Susan, 
Juliette,  William  (father  of  Anna,  William,  and 
Edward),  Margaret,  and  Sarah.  (3)  Abel  had 
three  children:  (a)  Lemuel;  (b)  Betsey,  and  (c) 

Jotham,  who  had  three  sons,  J.  Bradley  (father 
of  Bradley);  A.  Sherman  (father  of  Olive,  Ferris, 
Marietta,  and  Herson,  who  had  two  daughters, 
H elen  and  J osephine) , and  Tyrus,  father  of  Jotham 
Burr  (who  has  one  daughter,  Hattie),  Royal  De 
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L.  Marshall,  and  S.  Caroline.  (4)  William, 
born  in  1*732,  had  four  children:  William  (father 
of  Elisha),  Anna,  Daniel  and  Joseph,  who  is  next 
in  line  of  descent.  Daniel  was  the  father  of  four 
children:  (a)  Margaret;  (b)  Eleazer,  who  had 

two  sons,  George,  and  Abel  (father  of  Margaret 
and  Candace);  (c)  Charles  who  had  four  sons,  Hi- 
ram F.  (father  of  Caroline,  and  Agnes);  Waite  N. 
(father  of  Jennie  and  Addie);  Charles  S.  (father  of 
Charles  S.)  and  Sidney  E. ; (d)  Sidney,  who  had 
one  son,  Henry  (father  of  Charles,  Fannie,  Car- 
rie and  Howard). 

Joseph  Hawley,  son  of  William,  was  born  in 
1762,  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  Fairfield  county, 
and  was  the  father  of  the  sixth  generation  of  the 
branch  of  the  family  to  which  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  belongs.  Joseph  had  three  sons:  (1) 

William  C.,  born  in  1789;  (2)  John,  born  in  1791, 
and  (3)  Glover,  born  in  1803.  Of  these,  (1) 
William  C.  had  three  children:  Gertrude,  Jos- 

eph (father  of  Theodore,  Mary,  Charles,  Fred- 
erick and  Josephine)  and  John  B.  (2)  John  N., 
our  subject’s  grandfather,  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below.  (3)  Glover  had  three  children:  William 

G.,  Martha  E.  and  Mariette  H. 

Hon.  John  N.  Hawley,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  1791,  in  the  town  of 
Newtown,  and  in  early  manhood  settled  upon 
the  present  homestead  in  the  town  of  Brookfield, 
where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  his 
death  occurring  in  1862.  He  was  a prominent 
man  of  his  time  and  locality,  serving  as  a mem- 
ber of  both  houses  of  the  State  Legislature,  and 
he  was  also  identified  with  religious  work  as  a 
member  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  at 
Brookfield.  He  married  (first)  Harriet  Norton, 
(second)  a Miss  Fairchild,  and  had  two  sons: 
Asa  N.,  by  first  wife,  and  John  N.,  by  second 
wife. 

Hon.  John  N.  Hawley,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  at  the  homestead  in  Brook- 
field, where  he  spent  most  ol  his  life,  agriculture 
being  his  chief  occupation.  Politically,  he  held 
an  influential  place  as  a Democrat,  and  at  one 
time  he  represented  his  district  in  the  lower 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  His  education  was 
better  than  ordinary,  as  he  attended  Newtown 
Academy  in  his  youth,  and  he  was  especially 
gifted  as  a musician.  His  wife,  Clarissa  W., 
was  a daughter  of  Ira  Keeler,  a leading  resident 
of  Brookfield.  They  had  three  children:  Charles 
B.,  a well-known  vocal  musician,  who  married 
Miss  Hattie  Buckley,  and  resides  in  New  York 
City;  Franklin  Keeler,  the  subject  proper  of 
our  sketch;  and  Clara  F.,  who  married  C.  W. 
Keeler,  and  their  family  consists  of  two  sons: 
David  H.  and  Ray  D. 


WARREN  WARNER  PORTER.  In  1596 

there  was  born  in  Dorset,  England,  John 

Porter,  and  as  he  grew  to  young  manhood  the 
glowing  tales  of  the  wonders  of  the  New  World 
thrilled  his  adventurous  spirit,  so  he  sailed  away 
to  found  a new  home  and  a new  family  on  the 
western  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  at  Salem  (now 

Danvers),  Mass.  He  married  Mary , and 

they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: John,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Benjamin,  Israel, 
Mary,  Jonathan  and  Sarah.  John  Porter,  emi- 
grant, was  a man  of  considerable  enterprise  and 
prominence;  he  served  as  deputy  to  the  general 
court  of  Massachusetts.  His  will,  still  preserved 
on  the  records  of  Essex  county,  shows  that  he 
died  possessed  of  several  farms — more  than  a 
thousand  acres  in  all — besides  his  homestead, 
which  he  divided  among  his  legatees. 

Joseph  Porter,  the  third  in  the  above  men- 
tioned family,  married  Anna,  the  daughter  of 
Major  William  and  Anna  Hatborn,  and  by  this 
marriage  became  the  father  of  twelve  children: 
Joseph,  Anna,  Samuel,  Nathaniel,  Mary,  Will- 
iam, Eleazer,  Abigail,  Hepsibah,  Joseph,  Ruth 
and  Mehitable.  William  was  the  representative 
of  the  third  generation  of  the  line  we  trace,  and 
he  married  Phoebe  Dorman,  by  whom  he  had  the 
following  children:  Ruth,  Judith,  Benjamin, 

Seth,  Anna,  Phoebe,  Jonathan  and  Jabez.  The 
father  of  this  family  is  given  the  title  of  “Dea- 
con ” on  the  records. 

Benjamin,  the  third  son  of  Deacon  William 
Porter,  married  Dorothy  Ashley,  and  became  the 
father  of  a large  family:  Benjamin,  Phebe, 

Moses,  Micaiah,  Eli,  Ruth,  William,  Job,  Seth, 
Daniel  and  Noah.  The  last  named,  and  young- 
est in  the  family,  was  the  grandfather  of  Warren 
Warner  Porter,  whose  name  opens  this  review, 
and  to  him  and  his  wife,  who  in  her  maidenhood 
was  Asenath  Smith,  was  born  one  son,  Noah, 
September  26,  1792,  and  died  October  8,  1855. 
He  wedded  Nabby  Cummings,  and  to  them  were 
born  eleven  children,  namely:  Elijah  F.,  born 

December  19,  1815;  Reuben  C.,  June  13,  1817; 
Lyman,  June  1,  1819;  Joseph  E.,  July  9,  1821; 
Ransom  N.,  May  21,  1823;  Catherine  A.,  May 
1 9,  1825;  Royal  H.,  August  21,  1827;  Anna  J-, 
July  14,  1829;  Noah  Dexter,  November  27,  1831; 
John  Dexter,  August  1 1 , 1835;  and  Warren 
Warner,  the  subject  proper  of  this  review. 

Warren  Warner  Porter,  whose  long  term  as 
principal  of  Grammar  School  No.  8,  at  Bridge- 
port, has  endeared  him  to  the  citizens  of  this 
growing  city,  is  a native  of  New  Salem,  Mass., 
born  July  27,  1837.  He  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  village,  at  the  New 
Salem  Academy,  and,  also,  later  at  the  Philips 
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Exeter  Academy,  New  Hampshire.  When  at  an 
age  the  boys  o{  this  generation  are  engrossed  in 
the  sports  so  dear  to  the  boyish  soul,  our  subject, 
just  fifteen  years  of  age,  began  to  teach  school. 
His  education  was  not  yet  complete,  and  he  at- 
tended school  some  time  after  this.  For  two 
years  he  taught  in  the  New  Salem  Academy,  and 
then  for  several  years  taught  in  various  district 
schools  in  different  towns  in  Massachusetts — 
Hardwick  and  South  Deerfield,  and  in  the  graded 
schools  at  Petersham. 

In  1855  he  went  to  Illinois,  which  at  that 
time  was  a frontier  State.  Vast  stretches  of 
wild  prairie  then  occupied  many  portions  of  the 
State  now  occupied  by  some  of  the  best  farms 
in  the  world.  Land  that  then  sold  for  $2.50 
and  $3.00  per  acre  now  sells  for  $100.00.  For 
several  years  he  taught  school  in  Illinois,  then  in 
1.859,  going  still  farther,  he  taught  in  what  was 
known  as  Sand  Hill  Academy,  near  Greenwades, 
on  the  Brazos  river,  in  Hill  county,  Texas.  Here 
he  found  frontier  life  unadulterated  by  the  fads 
of  society.  The  academy  was  built  of  logs;  it 
had  no  glass  windows;  no  door.  A hole  sawed 
in  the  logs  admitted  the  light,  and  another  sawed 
for  the  entrance  and  exit  of  pupils  and  teacher, 
also,  on  one  or  two  occasions,  for  the  hogs  that 
ran  wild  in  the  woods,  and  that  here  took  refuge 
from  the  cold  “northers.”  The  chimney,  sel- 
dom needed  for  fires,  was  built  of  rough  stones 
for  the  first  four  or  five  feet,  and  then  of  sticks 
daubed  with  mud.  A steel  plow-share,  sus- 
pended by  a cord  in  the  fireplace,  served  as  a 
bell,  while  a hammer  with  a rude  handle  was 
used  as  the  bell  tongue.  The  seats  were  slabs 
split  from  trees,  with  wooden  legs  driven  into  the 
round  side  to  give  them  elevation.  The  only 
desks  were  two  long  boards  hung  to  the  wall  by 
wooden  binges  and  propped  up  by  sticks  when  in 
use.  The  pupils  had  been  accustomed  to  study 
aloud,  after  the  manner  of  the  Chinese.  Yet  in 
this  primitive  school  Mr.  Porter  found  some 
bright  minds.  Some  of  the  more  advanced  were 
perusing  Algebra  and  Latin.  The  rule  of  the 
preceding  teacher  had  been  to  classify  a pupil  as 
in  higher  English,  if  he  had  begun  to  study  frac- 
tions, which  was  considered  a great  compliment 
by  the  pupil,  and  gave  to  the  instructor  an  extra 
dollar  a month  as  tuition. 

Political  excitement  ran  high,  and  all  North- 
ern people  were  held  in  suspicion.  A clergyman 
from  Illinois  was  given  a text  to  preach  from. 
He  spoke  with  moderation,  advising  obedience 
on  the  part  of  the  slave,  kindness  and  humanity 
on  the  part  of  the  master.  The  doctrine  was  not 
heroic  enough,  hence  the  minister  was  taken  out 
and  whipped,  and  only  rescued  from  the  mob  by 


being  thrust  into  jail.  Mr.  Porter’s  age  made 
him  less  an  object  of  suspicion,  as  he  was  not 
supposed  to  take  an  active  interest  in  politics. 
However,  he  was  informed  that  a party  had 
called  at  his  boarding  house  one  day  during  his 
absence,  and  that  he  must  beware.  He  was  un- 
der the  necessity  of  completing  his  term  of  school 
in  order  to  draw  his  tuition  for  teaching,  although 
very  distinct  mutterings  were  heard.  His  mail 
was  tampered  with,  though  perhaps  it  was  for- 
tunate for  him  that  it  was  so.  His  brother,  Hon. 
R.  H.  Porter,  now  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  realizing  the 
situation,  wrote  him  a letter  with  the  hope  and 
expectation  that  it  would  be  intercepted.  In  it 
he  said,  “ Although  you  have  always  been  a 
Democrat,  the  people  of  the  South  may  not  un- 
derstand you,  etc.,  and  I advise  you  to  come 
North.”  Though  democratic  in  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  word,  Mr.  Porter  had  never  voted  the 
ticket  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  the  letter 
was  what  Mr.  Porter  needed  to  restore  confi- 
dence, and  he  was  not  troubled  after  this.  The 
State  was  in  a blaze  of  excitement  before  he 
could  get  away.  Three  men  were  hung  in  Dal- 
las on  the  day  that  he  came  through,  on  suspicion 
of  stirring  up  a negro  insurrection,  and  it  was  not 
until  our  subject  had  crossed  the  Mississippi  river, 
and  stepped  on  free  soil,  that  he  felt  safe,  and 
this  day  he  sets  down  as  one  of  the  happiest  of 
hislife. 

During  this  trip  to  Texas,  he  stopped  some 
time  in  Kansas,  in  Linn  county,  where  he  located 
two  quarter-sections  of  land,  which  he  held  for 
several  years  after  the  war,  when  the  fuller  set- 
tlement of  the  State  brought  them  into  market. 
Here  too,  he  meet  John  Brown,  the  quiet-ap- 
pearing man,  resembling  General  Grant  in  ap- 
pearance, who  afterward  aroused  the  country  in 
his  effort  to  free  the  slave.  His  farm  was  in 
close  proximity  to  one  located  by  Mr.  Porter. 
The  trip  from  Illinois  to  Texas  and  return  was 
made  on  horseback,  before  there  were  any  rail- 
roads in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  he  can  give 
many  interesting  recollections  of  the  trip  through 
Missouri  and  the  Indian  nations.  It  was  in  i860 
that  he  returned  to  Illinois,  and  he  there  taught 
school  that  winter;  but  when  school  opened  in 
September,  1861,  the  young  pedagogue  had 
donned  the  “blue,”  and  with  sabre  instead  of 
pen  he  set  forth,  a private  of  the  7th  Illinois 
Cavalry,  sworn  to  defend,  as  best  he  could,  the 
insulted  flag  of  the  Union.  He  was  soon  pro- 
moted, reaching  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  and 
served  three  years,  accompanying  Grierson  from 
Lagrange,  Tenn.,  to  Baton  Rouge,  La.  He  was 
present  at  the  surrender  of  Fort  Hudson  to  Gen- 
eral Banks,  and  witnessed  the  stirring  spectacle 
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of  a whole  Rebel  garrison  laying  down  their 
arms,  and  departing  on  parole;  and  he  was  de- 
tailed with  his  company  to  escort  the  paroled 
prisoners  without  the  Federal  lines.  Although 
he  took  part  in  many  battles  and  skirmishes,  he 
bore  a charmed  life,  and  throughout  his  three 
years  of  constant  and  active  service  at  the  front 
he  was  never  wounded.  Only  two  of  the  en- 
gagements in  which  he  took  a conspicuous  part 
will  be  mentioned  here.  In  the  autumn  of  1863, 
the  Rebels  under  General  Chalmers  made  an  at- 
tack on  Colliersville,  a station  on  the  railroad 
between  Memphis  and  Corinth.  The  place  was 
garrisoned  by  a small  force  of  infantry,  and  the 
7th  Illinois  Cavalry.  The  pickets  were  driven  in, 
and  Lieutenant  Porter  was  sent  with  about  forty 
men  to  reconnoitre  and  send  back  information, 
and,  if  possible,  keep  back  the  enemy  until  rein- 
forcements could  arrive  from  an  adjoining  sta- 
tion. He  proceeded  but  two  or  three  miles  be- 
fore meeting  the  enemy.  Deploying  his  men  as 
skirmishers,  with  a dozen  or  so  in  reserve,  he  di- 
rected them  to  keep  well  under  cover  of  the 
woods,  and  every  man  to  give  out  orders  at  the 
top  of  his  voice,  as  if  there  was  a large  army, 
and  then  to  fire  at  everything  that  looked  like  a 
Rebel. 

This  caused  the  Rebel  column  to  halt;  they 
were  afraid  to  advance  until  they,  too,  had  thrown 
out  a skirmish  line,  and  their  column  had  de- 
ployed in  line  of  support,  as  they  were  obliged  to 
cross  an  open  field.  Then  Lieutenant  Porter 
ordered  his  men  back  across  another  open  field, 
and  General  Chalmers  followed  cautiously. 
These  tactics  delayed  the  enemy  an  hour  and  a 
half.  The  line  fell  back  until  the  firing  could  be 
heard  at  the  railroad  station  where  the  infantry 
were  stationed.  They  supposed  that  the  com- 
pany under  Lieutenant  Porter  was  having  a hot 
time  of  it.  In  the  meantime  he  had  sent  in 
couriers  with  advices  as  to  the  progress  of  the 
enemy,  and  for  supplies  of  ammunition.  “Send 
out  and  tell  Lieutenant  Porter  to  come  in,”  said 
the  surgeon,  “ we  shall  not  have  any  of  the  fun 
here  if  he  does  not  return.”  The  enemy  were 
preparing  for  a general  charge,  and  it  was  so  re- 
ported to  the  commandant  at  the  stockade.  By 
this  time  the  2d  Iowa  Cavalry  had  arrived,  and 
taken  position  behind  the  embankment  of  the 
railroad.  The  Colonel  sent  orders  for  Lieuten- 
ant Porter  to  retire  to  the  rear  of  the  stockade. 
The  Rebels  followed  with  a yell,  only  to  be  met 
by  a volley  from  the  stockade,  and  from  the  re- 
inforcements behind  the  railroad  track.  Still  on 
they  came,  and  General  George,  now  senator 
from  Mississippi,  who  led  the  Rebel  left,  was 
captured  with  his  hands  almost  on  the  field  piece 


mounted  in  front  of  the  2d  Iowa  Cavalry.  The 
enemy  were  badly  repulsed;  the  delay  of  the 
Rebel  column  by  the  tactics  of  Lieutenant  Por- 
ter with  his  forty  men  against  more  than  fifteen 
hundred  had  in  all  probability  saved  the  place. 
In  the  unfortunate  raid  upon  Guntown,  made  by 
General  Sturgis,  Lieutenant  Porter  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  non-veterans  of  the  regiment,  and 
his  command  was  ordered  to  act  as  rear  guard  in 
the  first  day  of  retreat.  The  National  Tribune 
has  obtained  from  Lieutenant  Porter  a series  of 
articles,  and  we  quote  from  the  issue  of  June  24, 
1894: 

About  this  time  we  were  sent  on  a raid  under  General 
Sturgisto  Guntown,  Miss.  It  was  the  most  disastrous  expe- 
dition in  which  1 ever  participated.  The  force  consisted  of 
cavalry,  artillery,  and  two  brigades  of  infantry.  A train  of 
200  supply  wagons  accompanied  os.  We  were  out  12  days. 
My  command  turned  out  100  men.  Sometimes  we  were  as- 
signed to  the  advance,  sometimes  to  act  as  rear-guard,  some- 
times we  were  sent  out  miles  on  the  flank.  While  in  the  ad- 
vance, our  command  made  several  brilliant  little  dashes. 
Near  Danville  we  drove  out  the  enemy  and  secured  the 
bridge  before  the  enemy  had  a chance  to  destroy  it.  On  an- 
other occasion  our  videts  signalled  "Come on!"  The  com- 
mand came  to  their  support  in  a full  run,  and  captured  eight 
horsemen  before  they  had  time  to  regain  their  steeds.  They 
were  in  a farm  house  talking  to  some  ladies.  Ah,  dear 
ladies,  who  can  balance  the  great  ledger  account  that  stands 
charged  and  credited  to  the  allurements  pf  your  smiles!  We 
give  you  credit  for  this  success.  On  the  morning  of  the  fight 
we  were  sent  off  on  the  right  flank,  then  recalled,  then  re- 
mained in  line  waiting,  while  one  command  after  another 
moved  to  the  front  and  then  to  the  rear.  Our  army  was 
whipped  out  piecemeal.  The  cavalry  opened  the  attack 
early  in  the  morning.  The  infantry  were  hurried  up,  but 
were  exhausted  before  they  came  to  the  support.  The  cav- 
alry had  also  spent  the  best  of  their  energies  before  the  in- 
fantry arrived.  The  enemy  meantime  were  receiving  rein- 
forcements by  the  railroad.  Their  shells  began  to  screech 
frightfully  near.  Twice  I moved  the  command  a short  dis- 
tance to  get  them  out  of  range.  It  is  the  most  trying  place 
that  one  can  be  put,  to  be  placed  under  fire  and  have  no 
chance  to  fire  back— to  be  set  up  as  a target.  The  regiments 
came  back  one  alter  another.  Then  came  our  first  orders  to 
take  real  part  in  the  action.  " You  must  hold  the  enemy  in 
check  and  cover  the  retreat  of  the  infantry.’’  It  was  a great 
undertaking  for  100  men  to  hold  in  check  a force  that  had 
driven  5,000  from  the  field.  But  we  would  show  our  good 
will.  1 ordered  the  men  to  dismount,  and  the  led  horses 
were  sent  to  the  rear  in  charge  of  a reliable  sergeant. 

We  lay  down  under  cover  of  some  piles  of  fence-rails 
and  awaited  their  on-coming.  “ It  is  no  use,”  said  the  in- 
fantry, as  they  retreated  past  us.  The  retreat  was,  as  yet, 
with  deliberation  and  in  order.  We  had  not  long  to  wait. 
The  enemy  came  on  with  triumphant  yells.  _ Our  men 
awaited  in  silence.  We  opened  upon  them  with  our  car- 
bines. They  were  breech-loaders  and  could  be  fired  rap- 
idly; but  the  men  fired  with  deliberation.  The  enemy  halted 
and  took  shelter  behind  the  trees.  It  was  impossible  for 
them  to  advance  in  the  face  of  such  a murderous  fire.  Serg. 

Em  R.  Sperling  was  wounded  and  arose  to  go.  Lieutenant 
Grange  (never  a braver  officer),  the  next  in  command, 
thinking  the  men  were  about  to  break,  cried,  “ Are  you  cow- 
ards? Stand  your  ground!"  The  Lieutenant  had  taken  no 
pains  to  shelter  himself  from  the  fire.  The  Sergeant,  brave 
and  cool  as  his  superior,  was  sent  to  the  rear.  From  ten  to 
twenty  rounds  were  fired.  We  held  them  at  bay  in  front  01 
us,  but  they  were  lapping  around  us  on  both  sides  and  gain- 
ing our  rear.  After  consulting  Lieutenant  La  Grange,  1 gav^ 
the  order  to  fall  back  to  the  led  horses.  The  °®cer 
charge  had  held  them  safe  for  our  coming.  We  mounted 
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under  fire,  and  retreated  to  the  cover  of  the  woods.  Here 
we  formed  in  two  lines,  firing  and  retreating  alternately  as 
the  enemy  charged  upon  us.  The  retreat  bad  become  a 
rout.  Some  of  the  wagons  stuck  in  the  mud.  The  horses 
were  cut  out  and  the  wagons  abandoned.  The  artillery  was 
in  rear  of  the  wagons,  and  could  not  be  drawn  past  them. 
It,  too,  was  abandoned.  One  hundred  and  forty-one  wagons 
and  sixteen  pieces  of  artillery  went  to  swell  the  spoils  of  the 
enemy.  This  was  the  famous  Chicago  Battery,  afterward  re- 
captured from  General  Hood  by  our  regiment  at  Nashville. 

We  were  driven  back  upon  the  straggling  infantry. 
Many  of  them  were  utterly  exhausted  in  the  broiling  sun 
while  hastening  to  the  fight.  They  threw  away  their  knap- 
sacks, their  guns,  everything  that  could  impede  them,  for 
they  knew  that  if  captured  the  horrors  of  Andersonville 
awaited  them.  They  ran  with  their  tongues  lolling  out  of 
their  mouths.  They  caught  hold  of  the  stirrups  of  the  cav- 
alrymen and  of  the  tails  of  their  horses  to  help  them  along. 
We  were  obliged  to  fire  over  their  heads  at  their  approach- 
ing captors.  Some  scattered  from  the  line  of  march  and  were 
hunted  down  by  the  enemy's  flankers,  or,  escaping,  came 
straggling  into  Memphis  a week  afterward.  It  was  nightfall 
before,  in  answer  to  repeated  applications  for  assistance,  we 
were  relieved.  The  pursuit  continued  through  all  the  next 
day.  One  thousand,  six  hundred  and  eighteen  prisoners 
went  to  crowd  the  death-pen  at  Andersonville.  Three  hun- 
dren  thousand  rounds  of  small-arm  cartridges,  besides  a 
large  amount  of  other  ordnance  stores  and  provisions,  fell 
into  the  enemy’s  hands.  The  march  out  occupied  ten  days; 
the  return  was  made  in  a little  more  than  two.  Such  was  the 
inglorious  result  of  this  undertaking.  Troops  that  never 
knew  fear  before,  though  tried  in  many  a conflict,  had  been 
defeated,  and  fled  panic-strciken  and  demoralized  before  one- 
half  their  number,  simply  because  they  bad  been  improperly 
commanded.  * * * 

The  veterans  had  come  back  from  furlough  during  our 
absence,  and  greeted  our  return  to  camp.  They  brought  lit- 
tle mementoes  with  pleasant  messages  from  home  that  made 
us  half  forget  for  the  time  the  disasters  we  had  just  suffered. 
Our  anticipation  of  going  home  increased  as  our  term  of 
service  diminished.  A mother's  kiss  was  awaiting  us;  a sis- 
ter, whose  untiring  devotion  had  nursed  away  our  sickness, 
would  meet  us  with  outstretched  arms;  our  brothers  would 
make  ready  the  fatted  calf;  our  old  neighbors  and  friends 
would  join  in  giving  us  greeting.  And  that  special  friend, 
our  hearts  beat  faster  as  we  thought  of  her.  What  blissful 
anticipation!  Comrades,  1 cannot  paint  the  picture  half 
bright  enough, even  with  the  dark  back-ground  of  our  recent 
catastrophe  to  give  it  the  contrast. 

After  his  term  of  enlistment  had  expired,  Mr. 
Porter  returned  to  Illinois,  remaining  there  three 
or  four  years,  during  one  of  which  he  taught 
school.  He  then  returned  to  the  East,  and 
located  at  Deerfield,  Mass.,  and  for  four  years 
took  charge  of  the  Meadow  Mills — saw  and  grist 
mills;  his  next  change  was  his  removal  to  Bridge- 
port, and  here  for  a year  he  had  control  of,  and 
was  partner  in,  the  Slate  Marble  Mantel  factory, 
of  the  Slate  Marble  Mantel  Company;  he  then 
accepted  a position  as  principal  of  one  of  the 
Bridgeport  schools,  and  here  for  a quarter  of  a 
century  he  has  led  the  youthful  minds  through 
the  grammar  grades. 

On  July  19,  1864,  Mr.  Porter  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Keith,  of  Enfield, 
Mass.,  daughter  of  Danforth  and  Betsey  (Hart) 
Keith,  and  to  this  worthy  couple  four  children 
have  been  born:  Herbert  W.,  Mabel  Anna,  Grace 
Inez,  and  Edith  May.  Mr.  Porter  has  for  sev- 
eral years  been  identified  with  the  Olivet  Con- 


gregational Church  Society,  in  which  for  several 
years  (during  the  time  the  church  edifice,  costing 
from  $20,000  to  $30,000,  was  being  erected)  he 
was  treasurer  of  the  society.  Politically  he  is 
a stanch  Republican,  and  for  a short  time  served 
on  the  Bridgeport  school  board.  He  is  now  a 
trustee  of  the  Fairfield  County  Teachers  An- 
nuity Guild,  a society  for  the  pensioning  of 
superannuated  or  disabled  teachers;  was  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Bridgeport  Mutual  Insurance 
Company,  and  was  for  several  years  its  vice- 
president  and  the  auditor  of  its  accounts.  As  a 
member  of  Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  Post  No.  3,  G.  A. 
R.,  be  joins  his  old  comrades,  and  with  them  en- 
deavors to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  our  soldier 
dead,  and  to  extend  the  influence  of  that  noble 
trio  of  the  G.  A.  R. — "Fraternity,  Charity  and 
Loyalty.”  Mr.  Porter’s  liberality  and  benevo- 
lence have  drawn  many  friends  to  him,  and  he 
is  greatly  beloved  by  all  who  know  him. 


MON.  CHARLES  A.  WEED.  This  well- 

known  resident  of  Stamford  holds,  in  an 

enviable  degree,  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  as  is  shown  in  his  frequent 
election  to  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
While  he  has  served  in  numerous  local  offices  he 
has  also  been  chosen  three  times  to  represent  his 
town  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  in  every  posi- 
tion he  has  discharged  his  duties  with  ability  and 
fidelity- 

Mr.  Weed  is  a member  of  one  of  the  old 
families  of  Fairfield  county,  and  his  grandfather, 
Abashia  Weed,  a native  of  Stamford,  a soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  was  a prosperous  farm- 
er of  that  town  throughout  his  active  life,  was 
selectman  of  the  town,  and  with  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Susannah  Hoyt,  was  highly 
respected  in  the  community.  Ebenezer  Weed, 
our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  North  Stamford, 
and  also  followed  farming  as  an  occupation.  He 
was  not  especially  prominent  in  political  life, 
but  in  a quiet  way  he  took  much  interest  in  pub- 
lic questions,  his  allegiance  being  given  to  the 
Democratic  party.  He  died  in  the  year  1843. 
He  married  Miss  Maria  E.  Andrews,  a native  of 
New  York  City,  and  had  the  following  children: 
Charles  A.,  Miles  H.  (deceased),  Caroline  E., 
Martin  E.  (a  resident  of  Stamford)  and  Cornelia  M. 

Charles  A.  Weed  was  born  in  August,  1831, 
on  the  same  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occu- 
pies with  his  two  sisters.  He  was  educated  in 
North  Stamford,  attending  first  the  common 
schools,  and  later  an  academy  conducted  by 
James  Betts.  In  early  manhood  he  took  charge 
of  the  home  farm,  and  his  able  management  of 
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the  place  has  won  for  him  an  excellent  reputa- 
tion as  an  agriculturist.  Being  an  ardent  Demo- 
crat, he  began  at  an  early  age  to  manifest  an  in- 
terest in  practical  politics,  and  in  1856  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  which  met  in  New 
Haven  in  May.  In  1878  and  1879  he  was  again 
elected,  and  from  185710  1863  he  held  the  office 
of  deputy  sheriff,  while  at  various  times  he  has 
served  as  assessor,  selectman,  registrar  of  voters 
and  member  of  the  board  of  relief.  He  was 
also  United  States  deputy  marshal  in  i860, 
assisting  in  taking  the  census. 


TRJTISS  JULIA  M.  WAKEMAN.  The  first 
JBsIl  ancestor  of  the  Wakeman  family,  which 
has  long  been  prominent  in  this  section,  came  to 
America  in  1631  from  England,  and  settled  at 
Fairfield,  Conn.  Their  descendants  are  now 
numerous,  and  while  many  are  to  be  found  in  this 
county,  others  have  located  in  different  parts  of 
the  United  States.  Some  of  them  have  been  in 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  as 
recorded  by  Robert  Wakeman,  who  has  been 
some  twenty-five  years  engaged  in  collecting  the 
Genealogy  of  the  Wakeman  families,  and  items 
of  interest  that  have  been  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation.  Seth  Wakeman  re- 
sided in  Sherman,  Conn.,  and  perhaps  elsewhere 
before  settling  there.  He  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  in  17 76,  and  received  a pension 
from  the  Government  up  to  his  death  in  1835; 
after  his  decease  the  pension  was  awarded  to 
his  widow  Mary  (or  Molly,  as  she  was  usually 
called)  until  she  died  in  1845.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Stratton,  of  the  same  town,  and  had  the 
following  children:  Joseph,  born  in  1784,  mar- 

ried Sylvia  Arnold;  Rebecca,  born  in  1787,  mar- 
ried Isaac  Buckley;  Walter,  born  in  1788, 
married  Almira  Winchell;  Eunice,  born  in  1791, 
married  Foster  Crosby;  Hull,  our  subject’s  fa- 
ther, is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Cynthia, 
born  in  1796;  Diamond,  born  in  1798,  and 
Miles,  born  in  1802,  never  married;  Harriet,  born 
in  1804,  married  Orson  Page;  William,  born  in 
1808,  married  Elizabeth  Croocker;  and  Laura 
A.,  born  in  1810,  did  not  marry. 

Hull  Wakeman,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1793,  in  the  town  of  Sherman, 
where  he  acquired  a good  practical  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  that  day.  He  became  a 
successful  agriculturist,  and  was  prominent  in  lo- 
cal affairs  as  a member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
being  frequently  elected  to  office  in  the  town- 
ship. In  the  war  of  1812  he  was  drafted,  but 
did  not  serve,  hiring  a substitute  in  the  person  of 
Aaron  Wakeman;  son  of  Gideon  Wakeman,  who 


did  duty  in  his  stead.  Hull  Wakeman’s  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Rheuamah  Banks,  was 
born  in  1793,  a daughter  of  Nathan  and  Drucilla 
L.  Banks,  owners  of  a fine  farm  in  the  town 
of  Sherman.  Ten  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  of  whom  nine  lived  to  mature  age:  (1) 
Levi,  born  in  1815,  was  a farmer  and  speculator 
in  cattle.  He  married  Miss  Charlotte  Crane, 
and  had  four  children — Martha  C.,  who  married 
James  Palmer;  George,  who  married  Miss  Callie 
Vosberge;  William  A.,  and  Thaddeus.  (2)  El- 
vira, born  in  1817,  married  John  Caldwell,  and 
has  one  son,  William,  who  married  Mary  Hop- 
kins. (3)  Miss  Harriet,  born  in  1 8 1 9,  was  reared 
and  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  town  of  Sher- 
man, and  has  always  resided  at  the  old  home- 
stead. (4)  Caroline,  born  in  1822,  died  in  1887, 
unmarried.  (5)  Drucilla,  born  in  1824,  married 
Stephen  Joyce,  and  has  had  five  sons  — William 
H.t  who  died  unmarried,  in  1876;  John  F.,  who 
married  Miss  Ida  Way;  Allen,  who  married  Miss 
Emma  Warner;  Alonzo,  who  married  Miss 
Frankie  Marcy;  and  Robert,  who  died  unmar- 
ried, in  1889.  (6)  Miles  H.,  born  in  1826,  died 

in  1852.  (7)  Linus  A.,  born  in  1828,  went  to 

the  South,  and  after  being  employed  for  some 
time  as  a cashier  in  various  banks,  located  in 
Savannah,  Ga.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  bank- 
ing business.  He  married  Miss  Nellie  Corkins, 
and  died  in  1895.  leaving  two  children.  Nellie 
A.  and  Charles  H.  (8)  William  S.,  born  in 
1831,  has  followed  agriculture  and  mercantile 
business  throughout  his  life;  he  resides  in  Nan- 
tucket, Mass.  He  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Hallett, 
and  has  had  two  children — F.  Merwin,  who  was 
in  the  Civil  war  on  the  Union  side  until  his  en- 
listed time  expired,  when  he  was  mustered  out 
of  the  service;  and  Marion  E.,  who  died  in  1878, 
in  childhood;  (9)  Miss  Julia  M. ; and  (10)  Miss 
Josephine  R.,  born  in  1836,  died  in  1892. 

Miss  Julia  M.  Wakeman  was  born  in  1834, 
at  the  old  homestead  in  the  town  of  Sherman, 
and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  locality. 
She  possesses  fine  mental  qualities,  and  has  al- 
ways taken  an  interest  in  the  progressive  move- 
ments of  the  time,  her  ability  and  force  of  char- 
acter giving  her  much  influence  among  her  ac- 
quaintances and  friends. 


'\JlJriLLIAM  SANFORD  BEARDSLEY  (de- 
ceased)  was  born  February  12,  1808,  in 
Redding  Ridge,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  at  the  old 
home  of  his  father  and  grandfather.  He  was 
seventh  in  the  lineal  descent  from  William  Beard- 
sley, of  Stratford  (1639),  in  whose  line  the  name 
of  William  is  repeated  six  times.  He  was  also  sixth 
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in  descent  from  Samuel  Beardsley,  one  of  the  nine 
founders  of  the  Stratford  Ecclesiastical  Society 
in  1694.  In  1726  Samuel’s  son  William  and 
his  wife  Elizabeth  were  enrolled  as  Communi- 
cants of  the  old  Episcopal  Society  of  Stratford 
under  the  teachings  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  and 
this  line  has  continued  in  that  faith  until  the 
present  time. 

In  1836,  during  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Gurdon 
S.  Coit  (for  it  was  at  that  time  the  old  stone 
church  was  built  on  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Can- 
non streets),  William  S.  Beardsley  became  a 
member  of  that  Church.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Redding  and  New- 
town, in  what  was  known  as  the  Dodgington 
District,  attending  school  aud  working  on  his 
father’s  farm  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  Though 
his  opportunities  for  an  education  were  limited 
to  the  meager  school  advantages  of  his  day,  as 
found  in  the  country,  yet  he  laid  a foundation 
upon  which  he  built  a superstructure  of  informa- 
tion garnered  from  a keen  observation  of  men 
and  things,  and  almost  a century  of  ripe  experi- 
ence. He  was  emphatically  a man  of  sound 
judgment  and  discretion.  At  the  age  of  sixteen, 
as  he  says,  he  went  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  and 
joiner's  trade  with  Hiram  Parmley  as  journey- 
man carpenter  for  one  year,  and  worked  in  Sau- 
gatuck  (now  known  as  Wesport).  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  he  built  the  first  Congregational 
church  at  Danbury. 

In  1830,  when  in  his  twenty-third  year,  he 
came  to  Bridgeport  and  went  to  work  on  the 
building  of  a church  where  the  South  Congrega- 
tional church  now  stands.  After  this  was  com- 
pleted, with  his  brother,  Aaron  T.  Beardsley, 
James  Jennings  and  thirteen  other  carpenters,  he 
combined  and  took  a contract  to  build  a bellows 
factory  in  Fairfield.  For  one  year  he  had  five 
in  company  with  him,  after  which  a co-partner- 
ship was  formed  with  Aaron  T.  (his  brother)  and 
James  Daskam,  under  the  firm  name  of  Beards- 
ley & Daskam,  which  business  was  continued  for 
thirty-six  years.  The  firm  became  master  build- 
ers, and  many  of  the  principal  buildings  of 
Bridgeport,  such  as  North  church,  the  Baptist 
church  (where  the  Court  Exchange  building  now 
is),  the  present  South  church,  Christ  church, 
residence  of  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  Frederick  Wood 
and  others  on  Golden  Hill,  the  court  house  on 
State  street,  the  old  “Sterling  Hotel  ’’  and  the 
"Stanley  Hotel,”  the  former  post  office  (now the 
People’s  market),  and  many  of  the  banks  are 
specimens  of  their  handicraft.  Upon  the  disso- 
lution of  this  partnership  his  brother  started  in 
the  lumber  business,  while  he  still  continued  to 
carry  on  the  building  business  alone  for  many 


years.  Finally  he  retired  from  the  carpenter 
business,  as  accumulation  of  property  to  rent  and 
other  business  required  his  attention.  In  1836 
the  two  brothers  built  the  house  on  Main  street, 
in  which  they  resided.  The  old  building  in  the 
back  yard  was  their  first  carpenter  shop,  and  at 
a high  tide  the  water  of  the  harbor  would  come 
over  the  street  nearly  to  the  shop  door.  After- 
ward they  purchased  land  on  the  corner  of  Broad 
street  and  South  avenue,  and  put  up  a large 
building  for  their  increasing  business.  Spring- 
ing from  steady  Puritan  stock,  the  son  of  a New 
England  farmer  of  a family  of  eleven  children, 
he  by  his  life  exemplified  the  principles  incul- 
cated by  his  parents  in  youth.  By  following  a 
life  of  uprightness,  strict  integrity,  sobriety  and 
perseverance,  he  amassed  a handsome  compe- 
tence entirely  free  from  speculation,  a judicious 
investment  of  his  earnings  in  real  estate  and 
mortgages. 

On  June  9,  1S37,  Mr.  Beardsley  was  mar- 
ried in  Monroe,  this  county,  to  Miss  Nancy  J. 
Nichols,  who  was  born  March  11,  1812,  and  died 
April  8,  1893.  Two  children  blessed  this  union: 
Amelia  J.  (deceased),  and  William  N.,  who  is 
mentioned  more  fully  farther  on.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  fond  of  religious  work,  was  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday-school  and  a leading  mem- 
ber of  the  former  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church 
at  Bridgeport,  formerly  located  on  the  present 
site  of  the  new  post  office.  He  was  afterward  a 
member  of  Trinity  Church.  In  his  advanced 
age  he  attended  regularly  the  South  Congrega- 
tional Church,  on  account  of  its  close  proximity 
to  his  home,  this  being  the  last  church  that  he 
ever  built.  He  died  January  14,  1899,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety  years  and  eleven  months, 
leaving  behind  the  record  of  a well-spent  life 
spanning  nearly  a century. 

Jesse  Beardsley,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a well-known  farmer  of  the  town  of  Red- 
ding. He  married  Miss  Ruth  Lyon,  and  had 
eight  children:  Aaron,  Levi,  Jabez,  Daniel, 

Jesse,  William,  Lois  and  Miriam. 

William  Beardsley,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Redding  April  29,  1777,  and  in  early 
manhood  engaged  in  farming  there,  but  finally 
settled  upon  a farm  in  Newtown,  where  he  died 
February  11,  1858.  His  wife,  Molly  (Sanford), 
who  was  born  August  20,  1774,  died  September 
17,  1825,  and  he  afterward  married  Mrs.  Esther 
M.  (Jackson)  Taylor.  By  the  first  marriage  he 
had  ten  children,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth 
being  as  follows:  Lois.  April  4.  1799;  Lydia, 
November  21,  1800;  Jesse,  July  9,  1802;  Polly 
Ann,  May  19,  1804;  Ruth,  February  16,  1806; 
William  Sanford,  February  12,  1808;  Aaron  T., 
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August  8,  1809;  Caroline,  August  24,  1811; 
Anna,  June  19,  1813;  and  Sarah  M.,  July  7, 
1819.  By  the  second  union  there  were  two 
children:  Eliza  and  Emily.  All  of  the  above 
are  deceased  except  Sally  M.  and  Eliza. 

The  late  Aaron  T.  Beardsley,  brother  of  Will- 
iam S.,  was  educated  in  Redding  and  Newtown, 
and  became  a partner  in  our  subject’s  late  busi- 
ness in  Bridgeport.  He  was  a man  of  fine  me- 
chanical abilities,  and  was  much  esteemed  as  a 
citizen.  In  the  business  he  gave  his  attention 
particularly  to  the  interior  decoration  of  the 
building  on  which  they  were  employed.  The 
organ  case  so  much  admired  in  Christ  Church 
was  designed  and  built  by  him.  He  was  often 
engaged  as  inspector  on  the  erection  of  buildings, 
and  was  known  for  his  insistance  in  having  the 
work  and  material  right,  and  according  to  speci- 
fications. For  many  years  he  was  vestryman 
in  Christ  Church  and  Trinity  Church  at  Bridge- 
port. He  died  in  that  city  June  8,  1895.  On 
June  1,  1832,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Curtis,  who 
was  born  June  7,  1811,  and  died  October  14, 
1861.  She  was  the  daughter  ot  Matthew  and 
Polly  (Lacey)  Curtis,  the  former  of  whom  was 
proprietor  of  the  first  paint  store  in  Bridgeport. 
Five  children  were  born  to  Aaron  T.  and  Mary 
Beardsley:  Marietta,  who  died  April  16,  1897; 

Harriet,  who  married  William  H.  Edwards,  of 
Saginaw,  Mich.;  Miss  Rebecca,  who  resides  in 
Bridgeport;  Georgians,  wife  of  John  Beardsley, 
of  Hartland,  N.  Y. ; and  Florence  E.,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  Ora  B.  Warner,  who  died,  and 
(second  Stimpson  Stacey,  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 

William  N.  Beardsley,  the  only  son  of 
the  late  William  S.  Beardsley,  was  born  De- 
cember 19,  1845,  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and 
there  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  in  Emory  F.  Strong’s  Military  Academy, 
where,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  became  as- 
sistant teacher,  as  well  as  instructor  in  book- 
keeping and  penmanship,  for  at  an  early  age  his 
knowledge  of  bookkeeping  had  found  him  ready 
employment,  so  his  services  were  often  in  de- 
mand outside  of  school  hours.  Desiring,  how- 
ever, a thorough  knowledge  of  business  law,  he 
finally  decided  to  take  up  this  study  in  the  office 
of  Judge  Gould,  and  later  finished  with  recita- 
tions with  Lawyer  Warner.  His  decided  ability, 
however,  as  an  inventor,  and  his  inclination  for 
mechanical  and  general  business  life,  made  the 
legal  profession  comparatively  uninviting,  and, 
an  opportunity  offering,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  George  Lovell,  in  the  ornamenting  department- 
ment  of  the  Howe  Sewing  Machine  Company, 
taking  charge  of  the  pay-roll,  which,  not  keeping 
him  fully  employed,  he  also  worked,  learning  the 


ornamenting  business.  Later  on  he  spent  some 
five  years  in  the  steam,  gas-fitting  and  plumbing 
business  until  1874,  when  he  was  offered  a posi- 
tion as  paymaster  of  the  Union  Metallic  Cartridge 
Company.  This  was  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Rus- 
sian and  Turkish  war,  which  soon  necessitated 
the  employment  of  more  than  one  thousand 
hands,  and  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  show  his 
executive  ability.  Experiments  in  rifles  and 
ammunition  had  long  been  his  favorite  recreation, 
so  a position  with  this  company  seemed  particu- 
larly attractive  to  him,  and  when  four  years  later 
the  president  of  the  Union  Metallic  Cartridge 
Company  organized  a new  business  under  the 
name  of  the  Bridgeport  Gun  Implement  Com- 
pany, he  was  chosen  as  secretary,  but  still 
continued  in  the  employ  of  both  companies 
until  1883,  when  the  growth  of  this  new 
business  and  changes  made  it  necessary  to 
devote  his  entire  time  to  the  new  company  as 
Bridgeport  manager  and  treasurer.  His  early 
workshop  training  and  varied  factory  experience 
now  stood  him  in  good  hand,  and  his  experiments 
in  early  years  led  to  his  assisting  by  the  invention 
of  many  valuable  articles  protected  by  patents, 
which  they  have  been  extensively  engaged  in 
manufacturing,  thus  requiring  his  erecting  a new 
and  larger  building  onto  the  old  factory  property 
and  giving  employment  to  a largely  increased 
force  of  hands.  The  death  of  his  father  in  1899, 
W.  S.  Beardsley,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
makes  it  necessary  to  give  his  attention  to  the 
management  of  his  father’s  affairs,  and  it  is  not 
without  regret  he  now  severs  connection  with 
the  firm  he  has  been  identified  with  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a century. 

On  November  18,  1868,  Mr.  Beardsley  mar- 
ried Miss  Amanda  E.  Smith,  daughter  of  Silas 
Smith,  a descendant  of  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  New  Milford.  They  have  one  son,  Leon 
William  Smith  Beardsley,  now  a student  in  Yale 
Law  School.  Mr.  Beardsley  and  his  wife  are 
identified  with  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  East 
Bridgeport,  Henry  M.  Sherman,  pastor,  under 
whose  teaching  Mr.  Beardsley  was  a scholar 
in  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church  Sabbath-school 
of  which  the  present  St.  Paul’s  Church  is  a 
branch. 


BjAVID  WELLS  PLUMB  (deceased),  for- 

' merly  vice-president  and  a director  of  the 

Birmingham  National  Bank,  was  a son  of  Noah 
Plumb,  of  Trumbull,  who  was  born  May  3>  l7$2> 
and  who,  on  November  22, 1804,  married  Thank- 
ful Beach,  who  was  born  November  16,  17^3- 
After  her  death  Mr.  Plumb  married,  April  8,  1807, 
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Urania  Wells,  who  was  born  November  15,  1784. 
Noah  Plumb  was  a son  of  David  Plumb,  of  Strat- 
ford, who  married  Mary  Beach,  December  29, 
1776.  David  Plumb  was  born  June  25,  1751, 
and  Mary  Beach  was  born  March  11,  1758.  He 
was  a son  of  Noah  Plumb,  of  Stratford,  who  was 
born  in  1709,  and  who  married  (first)  Abiah 
Platt,  in  1738,  and  (second)  Abigail  Curtiss, 
November  23,  1761.  Noah  Plumb  was  a son  of 
Joseph  Plumb,  of  Milford,  who  was  born  in  1671, 
and  who  married  Susannah  Newton,  who  was 
born  in  1673.  Joseph  Plumb  was  a son  of  John 
Plumb,  of  New  London,  who  was  born  in  1634, 
and  who  married  Elizabeth  Green  about  1662. 
John  Plumb  was  a son  of  George  Plumb,  of  Ta- 
worth,  County  of  Essex,  England. 

David  Wells  Plumb,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  1809.  He  was  a man  of  intelligence 
and  patriotism,  interested  in  all  of  the  mercantile 
life  of  Ansonia,  Birmingham  and  Shelton.  He 
was  physically  strong  in  all  of  his  powers,  and 
was  of  great  will  force.  He  never  used  a stimu- 
lant in  his  life,  nor  did  he  ever  use  tobacco  in  any 
form.  He  became  president  of  the  Star  Pin 
Company,  of  the  Silver  Plate  Cutlery  Company, 
also  of  the  Housatonic  and  Shelton  Water  Com- 
panies, and  at  his  death  he  was  president  of  the 
Library  Association.  The  Plumb  Library  build- 
ing was  erected  after  his  death,  in  accordance 
with  his  often  expressed  wishes.  It  is  one  of  the 
finest  library  buildings  in  the  State,  and  is  a 
worthy  memorial  of  its  projector.  Mr.  Plumb 
appreciated  to  the  fullest  extent  the  value  of 
knowledge  to  the  young,  and  of  libraries  as  tend- 
ing most  powerfully  to  extend  the  knowledge 
needed  by  all  good  citizens,  and  he  was  himself 
well  informed  as  to  the  politics,  history  and  geo- 
graphy of  his  country.  He  was  an  original  and 
deep  thinker  and,  while  not  a professor  of  relig- 
ion, yet  had  correct  and  liberal  views  on  relig- 
ious subjects.  In  the  truest  sense  of  the  phrase, 
he  was  a self-made  man,  was  of  exact  method  in 
his  habits,  and  his  entire  life  was  regulated  with 
the  greatest  care.  His  death  occurred  June  29, 
1893,  when  he  was  id  his  eighty-fifth  year. 
Upon  his  death  the  directors  of  the  Birmingham 
National  Bank  adopted  the  following  resolutions: 

“ Mr.  David  W.  Plumb,  for  twenty-two  years 
vice-president  and  director  of  this  bank,  died  at 
his  residence  in  Shelton,  on  the  evening  of  the 
29th  of  June  last,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years 
and  nine  months.  Upon  us,  his  associates  and 
fellow  directors,  falls  the  duty  of  placing  upon 
record  our  appreciation  of  his  work  and  worth. 

“His  was  a long  and  busy  life,  the  earlier 
years  of  which  were  years  of  trial  and  struggle. 
His  courage,  his  patience  and  perseverance,  and, 


above  all,  his  indomitable  will  and  intelligent  de- 
termination, overcame  all  obstacles,  and  won  for 
him  a success  most  richly  deserved.  With  ample 
resources,  so  worthily  gained,  having  established 
himself  in  his  new  home  on  the  heights,  and, 
looking  out  from  its  commanding  position,  as  he 
surveys  the  scene  of  his  future  activity,  this 
thoughtful  man  doubtless  outlines  the  plan  of  his 
life.  His  purpose  is  revealed  in  the  important 
part  taken  by  him  in  carrying  to  destined  com- 
pletion that  great  public  work  known  as  the 
Housatonic  Water  Company;  in  fostering  and  en- 
couraging new  enterprises;  in  adding  another 
name  to  the  long  list  of  towns  made  strong  and 
prosperous  by  the  thrift  and  energy  of  New  Eng- 
land manufacturers;  in  contributing  to  the  en- 
dowment of  a hospital  in  the  place  where  he  was 
born;  and  in  the  gift  which  made  possible  and 
actual  a public  park  in  the  place  where  he  died. 

“As  in  adversity  he  had  shown  himself 
equal  to  all  its  exigencies,  so  his  spotless  integ- 
rity, sound  judgment,  independence  in  thought 
and  action,  coolness  in  time  of  financial  or  other 
excitement,  and  faithfulness  to  duty,  revealed 
him  equally  well  equipped  for  the  difficulties, 
may  it  not  be  said,  greater  difficulties,  which 
prosperity  brings.  As  adversity  could  not  de- 
press, so  prosperity  could  not  elate  him.  Mr. 
Plumb  was  a man  of  character,  strong  character, 
simple  in  his  tastes  and  ways,  of  pure  life,  hap- 
piest at  his  home.  His  fondness  for  reading,  and 
a most  retentive  memory,  made  his  knowledge 
extensive,  accurate  and  responsive  to  call.  His 
opinions  were  his  own,  and  when  formed  were 
not  easily  changed. 

“Summoned  many  times  by  a confiding  con- 
stituency to  the  legislative  councils  of  the  State, 
his  fidelity  was  as  conspicuous  as  his  knowledge 
of  the  needs  and  aids,  which  wise  legislation 
should  supply,  was  varied  and  accurate.  With 
him  public  office  was  indeed  a public  trust.  In 
his  death  this  bank  has  lost  an  intelligent,  effi- 
cient and  faithful  officer,  one  who,  believing  that 
the  acceptance  of  office  involved  the  obligation  of 
fulfilling  strictly  all  its  duties,  was  uniformly 
present  at  its  meetings,  and  by  his  watchful  care 
and  wise  counsel  rendered  invaluable  services  to 
this  institution. 

“The  members  of  this  board  keenly  feel  the 
loss  of  a courteous  and  most  intelligent  member, 
association  with  whom  has  given  them  the  high- 
est appreciation  of  his  character  and  worth.  To 
the  family  of  Mr.  Plumb  they  tender  their  sin- 
cere condolence,  and  direct  the  secretary  to 
transmit  to  them  this  expression  of  their  own  loss 
and  their  sympathy  with  them  in  their  bereave- 
ment." [July,  1893.] 
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TR  BIJAH  M.  JONES  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Wilton,  Conn.,  July  5,  1818,  and  re- 
ceived his  earlier  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  home.  He 
afterward  entered  Prof.  Hawley  Olmstead’s 
school,  where  he  was  graduated  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  securing  a good  education  for 
his  time.  On  laying  aside  his  books  he  com- 
menced his  life  work,  that  of  farming.  In  1848 
he  bought  the  old  Stewart  farm,  at  that  time 
owned  by  Moses  Stewart  (professor  of  theology 
at  Andover  (Mass.)  Theological  Seminary),  the 
grandfather  of  Elizabeth  (Stewart)  Phelps.  Mr. 
Jones  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  fruit  grow- 
ing, in  the  culture  of  asparagus,  and  in  dairying. 
During  the  training  days  (a  custom  in  vogue  a 
little  before  and  after  the  year  1838)  he  was  cap- 
tain of  a militia  company.  In  politics  he  was 
first  a Whig,  in  1856  becoming  a Republican, 
and  has  recorded  his  vote  for  every  Republican 
President  candidate  since.  While  he  has  taken 
little  active  interest  in  politics,  ^et  he  has  held 
some  of  the  local  offices  of  tru^t,  such  as  assessor 
etc. , and  he  has  been  a delegate  to  many  conven- 
tions. In  religious  mattery^fie  is  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Chu/ch,  and  has  been  an 
officer  in  same  for  many  years. 

On  June  17,  1841,  Mr.  Jones  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Law,  daughter  of  David  and  Mary 
(Aldis)  Law,  the  former  of  whom  was  a manu- 
facturer of  shoes  at  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  and  at 
New  Orleans,  La.  She  was  born  March  29, 
1817,  and  was  educated  at  Miss  Seely’s  Semi- 
nary,.New  Haven,  Conn.;  she  died  February  22, 
1893,  after  a married  life  of  nearly  fifty-two 
years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  were  born  seven 
children,  as  follows:  (1)  John  A.,  who  died  March 
18,  1870,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  (2)  Eliz- 
abeth L. , born  June  17,  1844,  a brief  sketch  of 
whom  follows.  (3)  Mary  A.,  born  May  12, 
1847,  died  December  4,  1869.  (4)  Isabella  A., 
born  September  4,  1850,  educated  at  Wilton 
Academy  by  Professor  Olmstead,  and  married 
William  H.  Benjamin,  of  Wilton;  they  have  no 
children;  William  Benjamin  was  born  in  New 
York,  and  educated  in  Wilton,  Conn.,  they  are 
now  with  our  subject.  (5)  David  L.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1853,  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  Conn., 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  at 
Professor  Olmstead’s  academy,  Wilton,  and  has 
always  followed  farming;  politically  he  is  a Re- 
publican, in  religious  faith  he  is  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Church;  he  married  Mary  C. 
Seymour,  and  they  have  two  children — Christie 
L.,  and  Helen.  Mrs.  David  L.  Jones  is  a daugh- 
ter of  a railroad  commissioner,  William  O.  Sey- 
mour, of  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  and  was  educated  at 


Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary,  Massachusetts.  (6) 
Nellie  B.,  born  March  24,  1859,  died  unmarried 
October  15,  1882.  (7)  William  A.,  bom  May 

7,  1863,  is  a good  farmer,  and  is  still  at  home; 
he  is  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Elizabeth  L.  Jones,  daughter  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  at  New  Canaan,  Conn., 
and  educated  at  Professor  Olmstead’s  school  at 
Wilton.  She  married  Joseph  C.  Ayers,  a shoe 
manufacturer  of  New  Canaan,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren: Emma  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 

teen years;  and  Jennie  M.,  who  married  Elbert 
Adams,  of  Great  Bend,  Indiana.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  April  3,  1871,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years,  and  the  father  then  married 
Miss  Xarepia  Barnet,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child.  Joseph  Ayers  died  in  May,  1897. 

Lieut.  John  Jones,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a descendant  of  General  J ones  of 
Oliver  Cromwell’s  army,  and  who  married  Crom- 
well’s sister.  He  (John  Jones)  was  born  in  the 
town  of  New  Haven  early  in  the  last  century,  a 
son  of  William  Jones,  who  left  England  soon 
after  the  restoration  of  Charles  II,  probably 
1860-61.  This  William  Jones  (Gov.)  married  a 
daughter  of  Governor  Eaton,  lieutenant-gover- 
nor of  New  Haven,  afterward  devoting  most  of 
his  life  to  farming.  When  yet  a young  man  he 
removed  to  Ridgefield,  where  he  married. 

Jacob  Jones,  son  of  John  Jones,  and  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Ridge- 
field, and  was  there  educated,  ever  afterward  de- 
voting himself  to  farming.  He  married  Miss 

Ruth  Morgan,  a daughter  of  Caleb  and  

(Banks)  Morgan,  the  former  of  Ridgefield,  the 
latter  of  Redding,  and  by  her  had  the  following 
children:  James,  Stephen,  Russell  (who  mar- 

ried Eliza  Jelliff),  John  (our  subject’s  father), 
and  Abigal  (married  to  Samuel  St.  John). 

John  Jones  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ridge- 
field, Conn.,  September  11,  1792.  After  com- 
pleting his  education  in  the  common-schools  of 
the  time  he  devoted  the  rest  of  his  life  to  farm- 
ing, except  during  the  war  of  1812,  in  which  he 
took  an  active  part;  afterward,  during  the  train- 
ing days,  he  was  a captain  of  artillery.  He  was 
three  times  married,  first  time  February  I9> 
1815,  to  Miss  Anna  Middlebrook,  who  was  born 
November  21,  1788,  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  a 
daughter  of  Summers  and  Susanna  (Beal)  Middle- 
brook,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a sister  of  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Isaac  Lewis,  who  for  a long  time 
was  pastor  in  Wilton  and  Greenwich.  Michael 
and  Abia  {ne'e  Summers)  Middlebrook,  parents  of 
Summers  Middlebrook,  removed  from  Fairfield 
to  Wilton.  To  the  marriage  of  John  and  Anna 
(Middlebrook)  Jones  came  children  as  follows. 
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Samuel,  born  July  3,  1816,  died  May  11,  1826; 
Abijah  M.,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch, 
born  July  5,  1818;  Charles,  born  July  19,  1820; 
William,  born  December  12,  1822,  married  Ann 
Knapp;  and  Elizabeth,  born  March  6,  1825. 

Charles  Jones,  next  younger  brother  of  the 
subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born  at  Wil- 
ton, and  after  attending  the  common  schools  was 
prepared  for  college  by  Prof.  Hawley  Olmstead, 
of  Wilton.  He  then  attended  and  graduated 
from  Yale  College  in  1843.  For  a number  of 
years,  in  fact  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  he  prac- 
ticed law  in  New  York,  and  at  one  time  he  was 
representative  of  Wilton  in  the  Legislature  of 
the  State.  This  was  before  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  New  York,  where  he  became  a very 
prominent  man  in  his  profession.  He  was  a can- 
didate for  city  judge  of  Brooklyn;  was  chairman 
of  the  State  Central  Committee  that  at  the  con- 
vention nominated  General  Grant  for  President. 
On  April  15,  1852,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Anna 
Moore,  by  whom  he  had  children:  (1)  Mary, 
who  married  Herbert  Ogden,  and  had  one  son, 
Charles  Jones  Ogden,  who  is  studying  in  college; 
and  (2)  Margaret,  who  married  Frederick  Mid- 
dlebrook,  by  whom  she  has  one  son  and  one 
daughter;  Herbert  Ogden  and  Frederick  Mid- 
dlebrook  are  both  lawyers  in  New  York  City. 
Charles  Jones  died  September  2,  1892. 

Elizabeth  Jones,  only  sister  of  our  subject, 
and  the  youngest  member  of  the  family,  was 
educated  in  Wilton,  her  native  place,  and  mar- 
ried Edwin  Gilbert,  president  of  the  Gilbert  & 
Bennett  Manufacturing  Company,  at  George- 
town, Conn.  They  have  no  children. 

William  Jones,  youngest  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  Conn., 
and  after  completing  his  education  followed  farm- 
ing the  rest  of  his  life.  He  married  Miss  Ann 
Knapp,  a daughter  of  a prosperous  and  promi- 
nent farmer  of  Ridgefield.  To  this  marriage 
there  was  born  one  son,  William,  who  married 
and  settled  in  New  Haven.  The  husband  and 
father  died  January  19,  1850. 

John  Jones,  the  father  of  our  subject,  for  his 
second  wife  married  Mary  Thorp,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Sallie  Thorp,  of  Westport,  and  to 
this  marriage  there  were  born  two  children: 
Sophia  W.,  who  died  in  infancy  October  7,  1832; 
and  Samuel,  who  studied  law  in  New  York  City, 
became  a very  prominent  man  in  his  profession, 
and  was  United  States  Commissioner,  holding 
several  other  important  offices.  For  his  first 
wife  he  married  Phebe  Lockwood,  by  whom  he 
had  one  child,  Edward  Fairfield  (single),  who  is 
traveling  agent  for  the  Gilbert  & Bennett  Manu- 
facturing Company.  The  mother  of  this  child 


dying,  Mr.  Jones  married  Miss  Mary  Lockwood, 
and  by  her  had  one  child,  Florence,  unmarried, 
and  living  with  her  mother.  Samuel  Jones  died 
in  1873,  and  his  widow  married  Daniel  Davenport, 
a lawyer  of  Bridgeport,  by  whom  she  had  one 
child,  Beatrice.  John  Jones  for  his  third  wife 
married  Mrs.  Mary  Berry  Grimes,  by  whom  he 
had  no  children.  He  (John)  died  February  27, 
1 886,  aged  ninety-four  years. 

David  Law,  grandfather  of  the  wife  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Northumberland, 
England,  and  was  educated  there.  Removing  to 
Scotland,  he  there  married  a Scotch  lady,  Jacoba 
Wallace,  a descendant  of  the  historic  William  Wal- 
lace. David  Law  and  his  wife  came  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  the  City  of  New  York,  where 
he  established  a shoe-manufacturing  business, 
which  he  followed  the  rest  of  his  life.  The  chil- 
drnn  of  David  and  Jacoba  Law  were  Isabella  and 
David,  the  former  of  whom  remained  single. 

David  Law,  the  younger  of  the  two,  and  fa- 
ther of  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Edin- 
burgh, Scotlarid,  came  to  the  United  States  with 
his  parents,  and  l»as  educated  in  the  City  of  New 
York.  There  he  ^earned  the  shoe-manufacturing 
business  of  his  father,  and  removing  to  New 
Canaan,  Conn.,  established  there  a manufactur- 
ing business  of  his  own.  He  also  established  a 
similar  institution  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  and 
followed  the  business  of  manufacturing  shoes 
the  rest  of  his  life.  He  died  December  25,  1835. 
He  married  Mrs.  Mary  Adams  ( nee  Aldis)  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Widow  Barnaby  Aldis,  of 
England,  the  former  of  whom,  a draper  and  tailor 
by  occupation,  and  something  of  a sporting  man, 
lived  on  the  Raydon  estate  near  Yarmouth.  Mrs. 
David  Law,  by  her  first  husband.  Captain  Adams 
(who  was  lost  at  sea),  had  two  children,  William, 
who  was  a silversmith,  and  president  of  the 
board  of  aldermen  of  New  York  City;  and  Mary, 
who  married  Dennie  Sayer,  a banker  of  New 
York.  By  her  marriage  with  David  Law,  she 
had  children  as  follows:  David,  who  died  of 

yellow  fever  in  New  Orleans  in  1832;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  our  subject;  and  James,  Alexander  and 
Henry,  mention  of  whom  follows. 

James  Law  was  born  in  New  York  City,  was 
educated  there  and  learned  the  trade  of  silver- 
smith, at  which  he  worked  most  of  his  life.  He 
was  twice  married,  first  time  to  Eliza  Knapp,  of 
Stamford,  by  whom  he  had  two  children:  Mary, 
who  married  Wyland  Keith,  a manufacturer  of 
drugs  at  Stamford,  Conn.;  and  James,  who  is 
also  married.  By  his  second  wife,  James  Law 
had  two  children,  both  of  whom  died  young. 

Alexander  Law  was  born  in  New  Canaan, 
Conn.,  was  there  educated  in  the  common  schools 
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and  in  New  Haven,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  business,  having  a large  cast-iron  hol- 
low ware  foundry  in  Jersey  City,  and  a store  in 
New  York  City.  He  married  Miss  Polly  Savory,  of 
Carver,  Mass.,  and  by  her  had  one  child,  Emma 
W.  Law,  who  married  Charles  DeMerit,  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  by  whom  she  had  two  children — 
Charles  and  Harold,  the  former  of  whom  is  prac- 
ticing medicine  in  Baltimore,  Md.  Alexander 
Law  died  February  22,  1894. 

Henry  Law  was  born  in  New  Canaan,  Conn., 
and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  that 
place.  Having  learned  the  plumber’s  trade  he 
was  engaged  in  that  business  most  of  his  life, 
twenty-two  years  of  which  were  spent  in  Cali- 
fornia. He  married  Amelia  Endros,  by  whom 
he  has  one  son,  Henry,  at  present  engaged  in  the 
furniture  business  in  New  York,  is  married  and 
has  two  children.  Henry  Law  died  in  1 886. 


MASA  A.  MARKS,  owner  of  the  magnifi- 
cent villa  and  grounds  known  as  “ Willow- 
mere,”  at  Sound  Beach,  is  one  of  the  many  re- 
tired business  men  of  New  York  City  who  have 
found  the  charming  region  along  the  shore  of 
Long  Island  Sound,  in  Fairfield  county,  Conn., 
an  ideal  place  for  a life  of  repose  after  years  of 
turmoil  in  the  commercial  world.  He  has  had 
his  residence  here  since  1871,  and  during  that 
time  has  been  one  of  the  most  active  citizens  of 
the  place,  prominently  identified  with  its  im- 
provement and  progress  along  various  lines, 
and  manifesting  a keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
his  adopted  town,  where  his  zeal  and  effective 
work  are  thoroughly  appreciated.  He  has  been 
a no  less  active  worker,  however,  in  business 
circles,  and  the  Marks  establishment,  located  at 
No.  701  Broadway,  in  New  York  City,  has  been 
a landmark  of  the  metropolis  for  years,  and 
ranks  high  in  its  line.  In  the  making  of  artifi- 
cial limbs  Mr.  Marks  has  long  been  regarded  as 
an  authority,  and  he  is  widely  known  as  the  in- 
ventor of  many  important  devices  and  improve- 
ments now  in  general  use. 

Mr.  Marks  is  descended  from  good  New  Eng- 
land stock,  prominent  among  his  ancestors  be- 
ing the  Tuttles,  Ives,  Coopers  and  Eatons,  all 
of  whom  were  in  their  day  useful  and  honored 
citizens,  and  many  of  whom  bore  an  important 
part  in  the  early  history  of  our  country.  Abra- 
ham Marks,  the  grandfather  of  the  gentleman 
introduced  by  this  sketch,  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation and  lived  in  Milford,  Conn.  He  mar- 
ried a Miss  Merwin,  whose  father  was  a Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  and  they  had  a family  of  five 


children,  as  follows:  Abraham,  John,  Levi,  Con- 
tent and  Nehemiah. 

Levi  Marks  was  born  in  Milford,  Conn.,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
home  neighborhood,  and  was  reared  to  farming, 
which  he  followed,  engaging  also  in  teaming  be- 
tween Waterbury  and  New  Haven,  Conn.,  until 
1836;  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  that  line  in 
his  section.  He  remained  at  home  until  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Esther  T.  Tuttle,  who  was 
born  in  Bethany  (then  Woodbridge),  Conn.,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Amasa  Tuttle,  a farmer. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  six  children,  viz.: 
Mary  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  at 
the  home  of  her  brother  Amasa,  unmarried: 
Minerva  C.,  who  married  Elias  Clark  and  re- 
moved to  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio;  David  B., 
who  followed  the  profession  of  dentist;  William, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  ten;  Amasa  A.;  and 
Eliza  J. 

Amasa  A.  Marks  was  born  April  3,  1825,  in 
Waterbury,  Conn.  He  received  all  his  school- 
ing before  he  was  sixteen,  and  after  he  was  seven 
years  old  he  attended  only  in  the  winter  time, 
even  then  going  only  one  full  term  of  three 
months.  His  father  was  engaged  in  teaming, 
and  our  subject  became  an  expert  ox-team  driver 
at  an  early  age,  for  he  commenced  work  when  a 
mere  boy  and  had  plenty  of  opportunity  in  this 
line.  When  sixteen  years  old  he  began  life  on 
on  his  own  account,  obtaining  employment  as  a 
farm  hand,  and  before  he  was  twenty  he  was 
given  charge  of  the  Woodruff  farm,  a large  and 
well-known  property  near  New  Haven,  receiving 
at  first  twelve  dollars  and  later  fifteen  dollars 
per  month,  the  latter  being  then  the  highest 
wages  paid  for  this  service.  Mr.  Marks  next 
embarked  in  the  milling  business  for  himself, 
buying  a small  mill  at  a cost  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  and  paying  forty  dollars  from  his 
own  savings,  going  into  debt  for  the  remainder. 
After  running  the  mill  three  years  he  sold  it,  and 
having  now  some  capital  he  went  to  New  Haven, 
where  for  a short  time  he  carried  on  a sawmill 
and  turning  business,  in  1851  locating  in  New 
York  City,  and  commencing  work  as  a journey- 
man in  the  same  line.  It  was  not  long,  how- 
ever, before  he  started  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  in  1853  he  and  his  brother,  David, 
formed  a partnership  for  the  manufacture  of  arti- 
ficial limbs.  Our  subject  had  but  one  hundred 
dollars  to  invest,  and  that  was  borrowed,  and  al- 
though his  brother  was  the  patentee  of  a limb  it 
was  a constant  struggle  for  the  first  four  years, 
and  David  withdrew  from  the  partnership  within 
a short  time.  Mr.  Marks  had  become  interested 
in  this  branch,  his  sympathies  being  aroused  by 
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the  large  number  of  cripples  at  that  time  found 
in  all  our  large  cities,  when  prosthetical  art  had 
not  reached  its  present  stage  of  development,  and 
moved  by  an  humanitariun  impulse  he  had  set  him- 
self to  work  to  devise  some  means  of  ameliorating 
the  sufferings  of  these  unfortunates.  The  result  of 
his  labors  was  an  artificial  leg  quite  superior  to  the 
noisy,  clumsy  one  then  in  use,  and  far  more  com- 
fortable to  the  wearer,  and  in  1863  he  invented 
the  rubber  foot,  a new  feature,  which  was  the 
means  of  giving  his  business  its  first  important 
impetus,  and  from  that  time  on  he  met  with  most 
encouraging  success.  Continued  study  and  ex- 
perimenting led  to  discoveries  which  in  a short 
time  brought  Mr.  Marks  prominently  before  the 
public  and  gave  him  a high  reputation  in  this 
line,  and  his  name  became  synonymous  with  prog- 
ress in  the  science  of  prosthesis,  governments, 
corporations,  hospitals,  societies,  etc.,  being 
quick  to  recognize  his  talent  and  adopt  his  pro- 
ductions, for  he  is  the  inventor  of  such  useful 
devices  as  the  rubber  foot,  the  adjustable  knee- 
joint,  and  the  rubber  hand  with  ductile  fingers. 
Through  his  enterprising  business  methods  these 
products  of  his  thought  and  experiment  have 
become  known  and  used  in  every  country  on  the 
globe,  and  he  has  been  repeatedly  honored  at 
expositions,  etc.,  with  medals,  first  diplomas 
and  premiums.  In  1864  he  received  a contract 
from  the  United  States  Government  to  furnish 
artificial  limbs  to  the  unfortunate  soldiers  and 
sailors  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  he  has 
since  carried  a perpetual  contract  to  renew  these 
limbs  as  required.  The  American  Institute  in  its 
palmiest  days  acknowledged  Mr.  Marks  as  the 
authority  in  his  profession,  the  Franklin  Institute 
has  awarded  him  its  medals  in  recognition  of  his 
inventive  skill,  and  the  press  has  often  presented 
his  achievements  to  the  public  with  glowing  en- 
comiums. 

Mr.  Marks  removed  his  business  from  its 
first  stand  to  No.  307  Broadway,  and  in  1 863  to 
No.  575  Broadway,  being  a tenant  of  W.  B. 
Astor  for  eighteen  years;  thence  he  located  at 
No.  691  Broadway,  and  later  at  his  present 
quarters,  No.  701  Broadway.  He  remained  sole 
proprietor  until  ten  years  ago,  when  his  sons  were 
taken  into  co-partnership,  but  the  firm  name  re- 
mains the  same,  and  the  Marks  establishment 
has  been,  as  above  remarked,  a land  mark  in 
New  York  for  nearly  a half  century,  and  has 
attracted  notice  and  patronage  from  many  dis- 
tinguished persons,  of  both  this  country  and  for- 
eign lands.  Santa  Ana,  the  Mexican  warrior, 
made  his  first  visit  to  New  York  for  the  purpose 
of  having  Mr.  Marks  replace  the  limb  he  lost  in 
1838,  during  the  French  assault  on  Vera  Cruz, 


and  General  Larranaga,  the  Peruvian  Revolu- 
tionist, Iglasius,  the  son  of  the  president  of  Peru, 
Okuma,  Japanese  count,  are  among  the  world- 
renowned  people  who  have  been  able  to  sub- 
stantially appreciate  his  productions.  As  will  be 
judged  by  this  brief  narration  of  his  business- 
career  and  success,  Mr.  Marks  is  an  indefatiga- 
ble worker,  and  like  his  father  he  is  a man  of 
strong  character,  sincere  in  all  his  actions,  and) 
progressive  and  impressive  in  everything  he  has 
undertaken.  It  is  through  his  efforts  and  study 
that  the  science  of  prosthesis  in  New  York,  and 
indeed,  in  the  United  States,  has  been  brought  to- 
fts present  high  state,  and  he  is  deservedly  hon- 
ored by  all  who  realize  the  importance  of  this  art 
from  any  point  of  view. 

In  1850  Mr.  Marks  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Lucy  A.  Platt,  of  New  York,  daughter 
of  Charles  Platt,  and  seven  children  blessed  this- 
union,  namely:  Charles  A.,  who  was  educated 
for  the  Episcopal  ministry;  George  E.  (a  member 
of  the  firm),  who  graduated  from  Union  College;. 
Lucy  E.,  who  died  in  1863  ; Frederick,  deceased) 
in  1866;  Mary,  who  died  young;  William  L. 
(member  of  the  Marks  firm),  and  Anna  A.  (un- 
married), who  lives  at  home.  The  mother  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  and  her  remains 
rest  in  Sound  Beach.  Mr.  Marks  resided  in  New 
York  City  until  1871,  since  which  time  he  has- 
had  his  home  in  Sound  Beach,  selecting  the 
beautiful  spot  now  known  as  * * Willowmere  ” for 
his  residence,  which  he  had  built.  He  first  pur- 
chased twenty-five  acres,  and  he  has  been  con- 
stantly improving  and  beautifying  his  grounds- 
until  his  property  is  now  one  of  the  most  charm- 
ing in  this  region.  The  grounds  border  the  waters 
of  Long  Island  Sound  for  over  half  a mile,  and 
are  equipped  with  every  convenience  for  comfort 
or  luxury,  no  expense  having  been  spared  in  this 
direction.  A reservoir  of  40,000  gallons  capacity, 
supplied  from  living  springs,  furnishes  water  to 
the  house.  Mr.  Marks  has  been  equally  zealous 
in  the  improvement  of  the  town  where  he  has 
chosen  to  reside;  it  was  he  who  suggested  the 
name  “Sound  Beach”  when  the  place  was 
named.  He  has  given  liberally  of  his  time  and 
means  to  all  worthy  enterprises,  and  was  partic- 
ularly influential  in  having  the  railway  station  at 
Sound  Beach  established.  Although  retired  from 
business,  he  has  continued  his  interest  in  local 
afiairs,  and  works  hard  and  zealously  for  the  prog- 
ress of  Greenwich  and  particulary  Sound  Beach. 
Though  past  "three  score  and  ten " he  is  the  pic- 
ture of  health  and  vigor,  and  his.  unassuming  man- 
ners and  habits  have  made  him  popular  with  all 
classes  in  this  part  of  Fairfield  county. 

Mr.  Marks  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
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Martin  Van  Buren  in  1848,  and  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican to  this  day,  taking  a deep  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  party  and  keeping  himself 
well  posted  in  public  issues.  For  twelve  years 
he  served  as  school  visitor  in  Greenwich  town- 
ship, during  the  greater  part  of  that  time  acting 
as  chairman  of  the  board;  he  was  an  active 
worker  for  the  new  schoolhouse  in  Sound  Beach, 
which  at  the  time  it  was  erected  was  the  best  in 
the  town.  He  was  a most  efficient  member  of 
the  board.  Mr.  Marks  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace.  Religiously,  he  is  a prominent  member 
and  liberal  supporter  of  the  South  Beach  Con- 
gregational Church  Society,  and  he  acted  as 
chairman  of  the  building  and  finance  committee 
when  the  present  beautiful  stone  house  of  wor- 
ship was  built.  Fraternally,  he  is  a member 
of  Manitou  Lodge  No.  106,  F.  & A.  M.,  New 
York,  and,  socially,  he  holds  membership  with 
the  Riverside  Yacht  Club. 


MON.  CHARLES  MILLS,  of  Westport,  is 

one  of  the  ablest  and  best-known  citizens 

of  Fairfield  county.  As  the  representative  of 
his  town  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1885  and 
1886,  he  did  notable  service,  and  in  private  life 
he  has  given  his  influence  toward  developing  and 
sustaining  the  interests  upon  which  the  progress 
of  a community  depends.  His  fine  farm  in  West- 
port  is  a model,  his  artistic  taste  and  his  sound 
practical  judgment  as  an  agriculturist  combining 
happily  in  its  management. 

Mr.  Mills  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock,  and 
his  grandfather,  John  Mills,  who  was  born  prob- 
ably in  the  town  of  Westport,  served  eight  years 
in  the  Revolutionary  army  under  Washington, 
•enlisting  when  he  was  but  sixteen  years  old. 
After  the  war  closed  he  settled  upon  a farm  in 
Westport,  where  his  remaining  years  were  spent. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  he  and  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Frazier,  were 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  They 
reared  a family  of  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Moses,  who  engaged  in  farming  in  Massachu- 
setts; Seth,  a farmer  in  Weston,  this  county; 
Samuel,  a resident  of  Greens  Farms,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  also  followed  the 
mason’s  trade;  John,  our  subject’s  father;  David 
and  Ebenezer,  who  were  farmers  in  Westport; 
Charity,  who  married  Hezekiah  Mills,  a black- 
smith by  trade  and  a veteran  of  the  war  of  1812; 
Mary,  wife  of  Robert  McClure,  a machinist  of 
Stamford;  and  Sally,  who  married  Samuel  Bar- 
low, of  Westport. 

John  Mills  (2),  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 


born  at  Greens  Farms,  in  the  town  of  Westport, 
where  he  followed  farming  for  many  years,  his 
death  occurring  in  1855.  For  about  thirty  years 
he  followed  the  trade  of  stone  mason  in  addition 
to  the  management  of  his  homestead.  Like  his 
father  he  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  a de- 
vout member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  the 
family  having  always  taken  an  active  part  in  re- 
ligious work  in  their  locality.  His  wife,  Sarah 
(Batterson),  who  died  in  1883,  was  a daughter  of 
Burr  Batterson,  a well-known  citizen  of  West- 
port.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of 
three  children,  the  others  being  John,  a farmer 
and  stone  mason  now  residing  in  the  town  of 
Westport;  and  David,  a carpenter  in  Bridge- 
port. 

Hon.  Charles  Mills  was  born  February  25, 
1833,  on  the  old  homestead  at  Greens  Farms, 
and  during  his  youth  he  learned  the  details  of 
farm  work  by  assisting  his  father.  He  also 
learned  the  stone-mason’s  trade,  which  he  has 
followed  at  intervals  up  to  the  present  time,  and, 
as  he  possesses  marked  ability  in  various  lines, 
he  has  at  times  turned  his  attention  to  other 
occupations,  making  a notable  success  in  each. 
He  has  speculated  profitably,  but  he  has  especial 
reason  to  be  proud  of  his  skill  as  a landscape 
gardener,  many  of  the  most  attractive  estates  in 
town  having  been  improved  under  his  direction. 
His  farm,  which  contains  eighty  acres  of  choice 
land,  is  devoted  to  general  crops,  and  he  has  the 
reputation  of  raising  larger  and  better  crops  to 
the  acre  than  any  other  farmer  in  the  township. 
His  beautiful  dwelling  house  was  built  in  1882, 
previous  to  which  he  resided  at  the  old  home- 
stead at  Greens  Farms.  He  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, and,  aside  from  his  service  as  a representa- 
tive, he  has  held  various  township  offices,  includ- 
ing that  of  highway  surveyor.  At  one  time  he 
was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace,  but  declined 
to  qualify.  Though  not  a member  of  the  Church, 
he  believes  in  Christianity,  and  any  movement 
which  promises  to  benefit  the  community  re- 
ceives from  him  hearty  sympathy. 

In  1855,  Mr.  Mills  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
Hoyt,  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Hannah  (Weed) 
Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  and  granddaughter  of  Seth 
Hoyt,  a Revolutionary  soldier.  Eight  children 
blessed  this  union:  Mary  E.,  who  married  John 
Tyler,  of  Maine,  and  died  January  27,  1 897 > 
Charles  E.,  a farmer  and  stone-mason  in  West- 
port  ; Albert  W. , a farmer  and  stone-mason,  re- 
siding in  Greens  Farms;  Martha  E.,  who  is  at 
home;  Edward  P. , a carpenter  at  Bridgeport, 
Hattie  A.,  who  married  Edward  McElwee,  a 
farmer  in  Westport;  and  Robert  R.  and  Leroy, 
who  are  engaged  in  farming  in  Westport. 
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COL.  WATSON  JOHN  MILLER,  president 
of  the  Derby  Silver  Company,  Shelton,  was 
born  in  Middletown.  Conn.,  November  23,  1849, 
a son  of  Watrous  Ives  and  Ruth  Lucretia  (Prout) 
Miller.  He  is  descended  from  notable  stock  on 
both  paternal  and  maternal  sides,  Thomas  Miller, 
one  of  his  ancestors,  having  come  from  England 
about  1630  and  established  himself  in  1660  at 
Middletown,  where  he  erected  and  operated  suc- 
cessfully its  first  mill.  Governor  Benjamin  Mil- 
ler, another  forbear,  had  the  title  of  Governor  of 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  Colonial  times,  and 
thereby  secured  to  his  prominent  descendant  the 
right  to  enroll  himself  among  the  members  of 
the  Sons  of  the  Colonial  Wars.  From  the  ma- 
ternal branch  of  his  family  Mr.  Miller  is  lineally 
descended  from  Timothy  Prout,  who  came  from 
England  to  Boston  about  1640,  and  after  resid- 
ing there  some  thirty  years  or  more  removed  to 
Middletown,  Conn.,  where  he  took  an  active  part 
in  encouraging  many  of  its  most  important  en- 
terprises, not  the  least  ol  which  was  his  interest 
in  the  building  of  the  first  sailing  vessel  ever 
launched  upon  the  Connecticut  river  at  Middle- 
town. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  educa- 
tion at  the  Middletown  High  School,  and  later 
was  a student  in  the  Chase  Institute,  a school, 
by  the  way,  of  unique  character,  which  ranked 
among  the  first  of  its  day  in  excellence  and  im- 
portance, and  from  which  many  of  the  most 
prominent  men  of  this  and  other  States  were 
graduated.  From  the  Chase  Institute  Colonel 
Miller  repaired  to  the  New  Haven  Business  Col- 
lege, where  he  received  the  foundation  of  that 
thorough  mercantile  training  which  has  subse- 
quently characterized  his  successful  commercial 
career.  In  March,  1868,  he  first  entered  into 
the  manufacture  of  silver-plated  ware  in  his 
native  town,  and  six  years  later,  in  1874,  he  re- 
moved to  New  York,  residing  in  that  city  for 
about  five  years  or  so,  and  continuing  there  with 
the  Webster  Manufacturing  Company  in  the 
same  business  of  silver-plated  ware  manufacture 
which  he  had  formerly  carried  on  in  Middletown. 
In  the  meantime  the  Derby  Silver  Company,  of 
Shelton,  Conn.,  desiring  a secretary,  treasurer 
and  general  manager,  and  realizing  Colonel  Mil- 
ler’s value  as  an  organizer  and  able  director, 
promptly  opened  negotiations  with  him  with  a 
view  to  securing  his  services.  A mutually  satis- 
factory conclusion  was  reached,  and  in  1 879  Col- 
onel Miller  removed  to  Shelton,  where,  ten  years 
later,  he  became  president  as  well  as  manager  of 
the  company,  whose  capital  and  surplus  is  now 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  growth  of 
whose  business  is  largely  due  to  his  rare  personal 


abilities,  untiring  energy  and  capable  manage- 
ment. The  excellence  of  the  goods  made  by  the 
Derby  Silver  Company,  and  Colonel  Miller’s  long 
connection  and  successful  association  with  the 
concern,  place  him  easily  in  the  first  rank  of 
silverware  manufacturers  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Miller  has  repeatedly  declined  political 
honors,  to  the  regret  of  his  townsmen,  who,  on 
several  occasions,  have  urged  him  to  accept  the 
nomination  for  representative  from  the  town  of 
Huntington,  in  which  Shelton  is  located.  Upon 
the  election  of  Governor  Coffin,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  appointed  a member  of  his  staff, 
and,  since  becoming  colonel,  has  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  aide-de-camp  to  His  Excellency,  the 
Governor,  who  is  at  the  same  time  his  most 
hearty  friend.  Besides  having  held  the  promi- 
nent position  aforesaid.  Colonel  Miller  is  one  of 
the  founders  and  president  of  the  South  End 
Land  Company,  president  of  the  Shelton  Savings 
Bank,  the  Riverside  Cemetery  Association,  the 
Shelton  Building  and  Loan  Association,  and  a 
director  in  the  Home  Trust  Company,  the  Derby 
and  Shelton  Board  of  Trade,  and  has  succeeded 
the  late  Edward  N.  Shelton  as  a director  of  the 
Birmingham  National  Bank.  He  is  also  a 
prominent  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  also  a member  of 
the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of 
Boston. 

Colonel  Miller’s  residence  in  Shelton  is  one 
of  the  handsomest  in  the  State,  and  from  his 
charming  home  he  dispenses  most  hospitable 
entertainment  to  his  host  of  appreciative  and 
eminent  friends.  In  1874,  Mr.  Miller  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Susie  J.  Waite,  daughter  of  Alonzo 
Waite,  of  Chicopee,  Massachusetts. 


w 


ILLIAM  F.  H.  LOCKWOOD,  a promi- 
JJjL  nent  young  business  man  of  Greenwich, 
is  the  representative  of  one  of  the  prominent 
families  of  Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  where  his 
ancestors  have  figured  conspicuously  through  a 
period  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

Mr.  Lockwood  is  of  the  eighth  generation  of 
the  family  in  America  from  Robert  Lockwood, 
the  immigrant,  who  came  from  England  and  set- 
tled in  Watertown,  Mass.,  in  1630,  thence  re- 
moving to  Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  in  1646.  An 
extensive  genealogy  of  the  family  prepared  some 
ten  years  ago  shows  over  four  thousand  descend- 
ants of  this  Robert  Lockwood.  It  also  shows 
that  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  of  them  served 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  earlier  wars 
with  the  French  and  Indians,  giving  the  rank  of 
service  from  private  to  that  of  brigadier-general. 
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From  these  descendants  have  come  men  who 
have  held  honorable  places  not  only  on  the  roll 
of  fame  in  military  lines,  but  whose  genius,  tact, 
intelligence  and  learning  have  given  them  places 
honorable  and  high  in  the  professions  and  busi- 
ness world. 

The  line  of  descent  of  our  subject  is  as  fol- 
lows : Robert  Lockwood,  the  immigrant,  Jona- 
than, Gersham,  Nathan,  Thaddeus,  Ira,  Hanford, 
William  F.  H. 

The  Lockwood  family  trace  their  genealogy 
as  far  back  as  1465,  when  Ann,  the  only 
daughter  of  Richard  Lockwood,  married  Thomas 
Henshaw,  who  thereby  became  possessed  of  a 
large  estate  in  Staffordshire,  England. 

Lieut.  Jonathan  Lockwood,  of  the  second 
generation,  and  Lieut.  Gersham  Lockwood,  of 
the  third  generation,  were  prominent  and  influ- 
ential men  of  Greenwich,  Connecticut. 

Thaddeus  Lockwood,  of  the  fifth  generation, 
was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  married  and 
had  a large  family.  He  was  a good  man  and 
citizen,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
three  years,  dying  iu  about  1812. 

Ira  Lockwood,  of  the  sixth  generation,  was 
bom  October  19,  1769,  on  a farm  in  the  town  of 
Greenwich,  and  resided  on  the  place  nearly 
seventy-seven  years.  He  was  a farmer,  and  one 
of  the  most  successful  ones  in  the  town,  though 
not  an  extensive  one.  He  commenced  life  poor, 
but  by  his  energy,  industry,  economy  and  good 
management  he  became  well  off.  It  is  related  of 
him  that  at  one  time  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution he  was  standing  guard,  though  not  a sol- 
dier, and  one  dark  night  he  heard  the  footsteps 
of  something  coming,  and  three  times  he  called 
out:  ••  Who  comes  there?”  No  answer  coming, 
he  fired,  when  he  discovered  he  had  shot  a colt, 
thinking  it  was  a Tory.  He  married  Clementine 
Mills,  and  the  marriage  was  blessed  with  children 
as  follows:  Alva,  Lydia,  Ira,  Ralph  and  Han- 
ford, all  now  dead.  Of  these,  Lydia  married 
Isaac  Ostrander,  of  New  York  City,  and  had  a 
large  family.  In  his  political  views  Ira  Lock- 
wood  (the  father)  was  a Whig.  He  served  as 
constable  and  collector  of  the  town  of  Green- 
wich a number  of  years.  During  the  earlier  part 
of  his  life  he  and  his  wife  were  identified  with  the 
Baptist  Church,  both  later  becoming  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church. 

Hanford  Lockwood,  of  the  seventh  generation 
of  the  family  in  the  county,  and  the  father  of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  opens  this  sketch,  was  in 
many  respects  quite  a remarkable  man,  a very 
useful  one  in  the  community  in  which  his  long  life 
was  passed,  as  well  as  a most  successful  business 
man  and  prominent  citizen.  He  was  born  June 


7,  1808,  on  the  farm  on  which  his  father  before 
him  was  born,  and  was  there  reared  to  habits  of 
industry  and  economy,  working  on  the  farm 
through  the  summer  seasons,  and  attending  the 
neighboring  schools  in  winters  until  fifteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  went  to  New  York  City  and  be- 
came a clerk  in  the  employ  of  William  J.  Romer, 
a grocer,  receiving  for  his  services  five  dollars  a 
month.  At  the  close  of  the  first  year  he  had 
saved  more  than  thirty  dollars  (which  he  gave  to 
his  father),  besides  having  properly  clothed  him- 
self. This  was  the  beginning  of  a successful 
business  life.  Owing  to  sickness  he  returned 
home,  and  there  remained  two  years,  working  on 
his  father’s  farm;  subsequently  he  returned  to 
New  York  and  entered  the  grocery-store  of  his 
brother-in-law,  Isaac  Ostrander,  as  clerk,  receiv- 
ing eight  dollars  per  month  for  the  first  year’s 
work,  twelve  for  the  second,  and  fifteen  dollars 
for  the  third. 

Young  Lockwood  passed  the  summer  in  which 
he  became  of  age  at  home,  and  in  the  fall  and 
winter  following  he  was  engaged  in  teaching 
school,  receiving  for  his  services  twelve  dollars 
per  month.  In  the  following  spring  he  engaged 
to  teach  for  one  year  the  school  in  what  was 
known  as  “Nash  District,”  receiving  for  his 
services  fifteen  dollars  per  month,  and  “boarding 
round.”  In  after  years  he  related  that  he  had  a 
good  time  and  made  many  warm  friends.  Dur- 
ing the  period  of  this  school  work  he  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Susan,  daughter  of  James  Nash, 
the  man  who  had  engaged  him  to  teach  the  school, 
and  on  October  6,  1830,  they  were  married.  In 
April,  1831,  he  went  to  New  York  City,  and 
there  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  He  con- 
tinued therein  twenty-one  years,  when  he  retired 
from  active  employment,  returned  to  his  native 
town,  and  resided  on  the  old  homestead  where 
he  was  born  until  in  February,  1878,  when  he 
settled  at  Greenwich. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Lockwood  became  interested 
in  the  cause  of  religion,  under  the  influence  of 
one  Mary  Ostrander,  and  united  with  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  under  the  ministry  of 
Rev.  William  Jewett,  becoming  one  of  the  most 
devout  Christians  and  active  workers  in  the 
Church  at  Greenwich,  and  laboring  unceasingly 
throughout  his  life  for  the  cause  of  Christ.  From 
the  very  beginning  of  his  identification  with  the 
Church  he  took  hold  of  the  work  of  his  home 
Church,  and  remained  to  the  day  of  his  death 
officially  connected  therewith,  having  served  in 
various  capacities,  among  them  as  steward,  trus- 
tee, recording  secretary,  licensed  exhorter,  and 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  His  liber- 
ality to  the  Church  was  in  keeping  with  his 
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earnestness  as  a worker.  He  not  only  gave  to 
his  own  Church  but  to  the  Churches  of  other 
denominations.  He  attributed  his  success  in 
life  more  to  his  early  Christian  training  than  to 
any  other  cause,  which,  no  doubt,  led  him  to 
such  close  and  liberal  relations  to  it.  He  was 
also  a friend  to  the  poor,  and  gave  much  to 
charity.  Mr.  Lockwood  was  as  prominent  and 
influential  in  business  circles  as  he  was  in  the 
Church.  He  was  a shrewd  business  man  and 
financier,  and  met  with  eminent  success  in  his 
undertakings;  a good  manager  and  far-sighted, 
his  investments  proved  his  wisdom  in  making 
them;  success  followed  also  his  farming  oper- 
ations. For  years  he  served  as  president  of  the  j 
Greenwich  Trust,  Loan  & Deposit  Company,  j 
and  to  his  efforts  and  ability  is  due  the  firm  | 
foundation  on  which  that  institution  now  rests. 
He  was  enterprising  and  progressive,  and  did 
much  toward  the  advancement  of  the  interests 
of  his  locality.  A man  of  high  honor  and  in- 
tegrity, and  of  great  usefulness  as  a citizen,  his 
death,  January  27,  1896,  caused  a loss  to  the 
community  which  was  keenly  felt.  He  had  so 
lived  that  “His  death  seemed  to  him  a most 
pleasant  event.” 

Mr.  Lockwood  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife,  Susan  (Nash),  passing  away  October  27, 
1869,  and  she  was  interred  at  Stanwich,  Conn. 
On  January  31,  1872,  Mr.  Lockwood  was  again 
married,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Fannie  Lounsbury, 
widow  of  S.  D.  F.  Lounsbury,  and  daughter  of 
William  and  Anna  (Brown)  Roscoe.  Mrs. 
Fannie  Lockwood  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Greenwich,  but  late  in  her  ’teens  moved  with 
her  father's  family  to  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.  She 
is  a great  Methodist  and  a worker  in  the  auxiliary 
societies  of  the  Church  at  Greenwich;  she  united 
with  the  Church  when  a child  of  twelve  years. 
Mrs.  Lockwood  is  one  of  four  children.  For  ' 
fourteen  years  she  was  successfully  engaged  in 
school  teaching.  To  Hanford  Lockwood  and 
his  wife  Fannie  was  born  a son,  William  F.  H. 

William  F.  H.  Lockwood,  whose  name  opens  j 
this  article,  is  a native  of  the  town  of  Green- 
wich, born  May  22,  1875,  on  the  old  homestead 
where  his  father  and  grandfather  first  saw  the 
light.  He  was  liberally  educated,  receiving  the 
advantages  afforded  by  the  best  schools  of  the  j 
country,  and  inherits  from  his  intelligent  parents 
much  of  their  ability.  He  is  energetic,  pro- 
gressive, ambitious,  and  a bright  future  evidently 
awaits  him.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
of  the  young  men  of  Greenwich,  and  is  simple  in 
his  bearing,  entirely  without  ostentation.  On  De- 
cember 27,  1897,  Mr.  Lockwood  was  elected  a 

member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Green- 
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wich  Trust,  Loan  & Deposit  Company,  which 
company  ranks  high  among  such  institutions  in 
the  United  States,  and  to  occupy  such  a position 
is  no  little  honor  to  one  so  young.  Mr.  Lock- 
wood  is  a Republican  in  political  preference. 

On  December  18,  1895,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Daisy  Lucile  Jackson,  of  Middle- 
town,  N.  Y.,  whom  he  met  at  the  Centenary 
Collegiate  Institute,  Hackettstown,  New  Jersey. 


BEV.  BENJAMIN  MOWATT  YARRING- 
TON,  deceased. 

Through  the  clear  silence  of  the  moonless  dark, 
Leaving  no  impress  of  the  road  it  trod, 

Straight  as  an  arrow  cleaving  to  its  mark, 

A soul  went  home  to  God. 

Alas!  they  cried,  he  never  saw  the  morn, 

But  fell  asleep,  outwearied  with  the  strife — 

Nav,  rather  he  arose  and  met  the  dawn 
Of  everlasting  life. 

On  March  19,  1898,  in  the  “first  watch  of 
the  night,”  there  passed  from  earth  a beloved 
and  venerated  citizen  of  Greenwich,  whose  long 
and  useful  life  has  left  a lasting  impress  upon 
that  community.  Mr.  Yarrington  had  served 
fifty-six  years  as  rector  of  Christ  Church  (Protest- 
ant Episcopal)  and  as  rector  emeritus  for  three 
years,  making  fifty-nine  years  continuous  labor 
in  that  parish,  and  the  present  prosperity  of  the 
Church  is  due,  in  the  main,  to  his  untiring  efforts. 
During  his  residence  in  Greenwich  the  little 
village  developed  into  a wealthy  and  thriving 
town,  and  his  sympathies  and  energies  were 
freely  given  to  advance  its  best  interests.  He 
was  a man  of  fine  intellectual  gifts,  courteous 
manners  and  commanding  presence,  and  his  self- 
denying  zeal  as  a pastor  and  public-spirit  as  a 
citizen  met  with  appreciative  recognition  by  the 
people  of  all  denominations. 

The  Yarrington  family  is  of  English  origin, 
and  the  American  branches  are  descended  from 
three  brothers  who  settled  in  this  country  in 
Colonial  times,  one  brother  locating  in  Virginia, 
where  his  descendants  are  now  numerous.  Our 
subject's  grandfather,  William  Yarrington,  was 
a soldier  in  the  Revolurionary  army,  and  Uriah 
Yarrington,  the  father  of  our  subject,  served  in 
the  war  of  1812,  while  during  the  Rebellion 
members  of  the  family,  including  several  of  our 
subject’s  nephews,  took  part  on  both  sides  of 
the  controversy.  Uriah  Yarrington  was  born 
January  24,  1780,  one  of  a family  of  ten  chil- 
j dren,  and  became  a builder  by  occupation.  He 
I was  not  blessed  with  a strong  constitution,  and 
he  died  at  Flushing,  L.  I.,  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-seven.  His  wife,  Ann  Tier,  survived  him 
many  years,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
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two  in  our  subject’s  home  at  Greenwich.  Five 
children  were  born  to  this  estimable  couple: 
Jacob,  who  died  in  California  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight;  Ann  E.  (deceased),  who  married 
Melancthon  Hoyt,  D.  D.,  a noted  clergyman  of 
the  Episcopal  Church;  William,  who  died  in 
New  York  in  early  manhood;  Benjamin  M.,  our 
subject;  and  Charles,  who  died  in  New  York. 

Rev.  Mr.  Yarrington  was  born  at  Flushing, 
L.  I.,  March  15,  1812,  and  received  his  academ- 
ical education  chiefly  in  New  York  City  under 
Dr.  Edmund  D.  Barry,  a famous  educator  of 
that  day,  who  conducted  a classical  school  in 
which  many  able  clergymen  were  instructed  in 
youth.  From  childhood  Mr.  Yarrington  cher- 
ished the  hope  of  entering  the  ministry,  and  on 
leaving  Dr.  Barry’s  school  he  pursued  a course 
of  study  with  Dr.  Clarkson  Dunn,  of  Newton, 
N.  J.,  later  entering  the  general  theological  sem- 
inary of  the  Episcopal  Church  located  in  New 
York  City.  When  near  the  end  of  his  course 
there,  overwork  brought  on  an  illness  which 
compelled  him  to  abandon  his  books,  but  after 
“rusticating”  for  a time  in  western  New  York, 
he  returned  to  his  studies  at  the  seminary.  He 
was  obliged  to  proceed  slowly  for  fear  of  a relapse, 
but  after  two  years  he  was  ordained  as  a deacon 
on  December  23,  1838,  at  St.  Thomas  Church, 
New  York  City,  being  presented  by  Dr.  Hawks 
and  ordained  by  Bishop  Onderdonk.  On  April 
28,  1839,  he  received  a call  to  the  Church  at 
Greenwich,  and  his  acceptance  marked  the  be- 
ginning of  one  of  the  longest  pastorates  known 
in  the  history  of  the  denomination.  The  Church 
had  been  in  existence  for  many  years,  and  previous 
to  1826  the  building  was  located  on  the  top  of 
Put’s  Hill.  It  was  around  that  building  that 
the  British  gathered  to  watch  Putnam's  famous 
ride.  In  1821  the  old  structure  was  blown  down 
by  a gale,  and  a small  wooden  building  was 
erected  at  the  present  site.  In  1856  the  congre- 
gation had  outgrown  this  building,  and  it  was  re- 
placed by  the  present  handsome  stone  edifice, 
which  was  consecrated  January  14,  1857.  At  that 
time  it  was  considered  one  of  tne  finest  churches 
in  the  State.  In  April,  1889,  the  church  was 
enlarged  by  an  addition  on  the  southeast  side, 
and  it  was  consecrated  in  a service  of  blessing  bv 
Bishop  Williams.  This  was  a fitting  memorial 
to  crown  Mr.  Yarnngton’s  work  of  fifty  years  in 
the  parish. 


Mr.  Yarrington  could  never  be  induced  t< 
take  a vacation.  Being  a strong  and  robust  mat 
he  did  not  feel  the  need  of  rest.  He  was  rarely 
if  ever  sick,  and  during  all  these  years  scarceh 
missed  a Sunday.  In  1884,  after  a severe  attaci 
•of  pneumonia,  he  was  persuaded  to  take  a shor 


rest,  and  went  to  Saratoga,  but  a few  weeks  la- 
ter he  came  back  with  his  health  fully  restored. 
He  knew  no  Church  or  Creed  when  appealed  to 
by  those  in  want  or  distress,  and  was  always  ready 
to  officiate  at  a funeral  or  wedding,  whether  the 
parties  were  Church-goers  or  not.  During  the 
fifty-six  years  of  his  rectorship  he  baptized  1,235 
persons,  attended  1,112  funerals,  performed  248 
marriage  ceremonies,  confirmed  648  applicants, 
and  made  12,646  pastoral  calls  among  his  pa- 
rishioners. From  the  bare  handful  of  communi- 
cants— twenty  only — when  Mr.  Yarrington  came 
to  Greenwich,  the  parish  has  grown  to  275  com- 
municants in  the  Mother  Church,  with  Calvary 
Chapel,  Round  Hill;  Emanuel,  at  Glenville,  St. 
Paul’s  Riverside  and  Byram  Chapel,  prosperous 
auxiliaries  of  the  present  organization,  1,340 
families  having  been  under  his  pastoral  care.  A 
few  years  ago  Riverside  Chapel  was  made  a dis- 
tinct Church,  and  as  the  time  passed  Mr.  Yarring- 
ton’s  duties  became  so  arduous  that  an  assistant 
was  appointed. 

On  Sunday,  February  10,  1895,  Mr.  Yarring- 
ton resigned  as  rector  of  Christ  Church,  having 
been  its  pastor  for  fifty-six  years.  He  read  his 
resignation  from  the  pulpit,  as  follows: 

Dear  Brethren—!  have  a few  words  to  tell  you  that 
1 have  postponed  saying  for  some  time  because  my  heart  an- 
tagonized my  lips;  it  is  this:  The  28th  day  of  April  will  com- 
plete my  ministry  of  fifty-six  years  in  your  service,  when  I 
shall  resign  the  sweet  and  pleasant  work  entrusted  to  me  by 
your  honored  fathers.  You  have  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment of  your  unvarying  kindness.  And  yoursainted  parents 
and  kinsfolk,  how  I admired  and  loved  them  they  never 
knew,  but  they  shall  know  some  future  day,  if  God  permits. 
1 have  only  to  add  that  you,  their  children  and  representa- 
tives, will  always  have  my  poor  prayers  for  your  prosperity. 
God  bless  you. 

On  March  2,  1895,  at  a parish  meeting,  Mr. 
Yarrington’s  resignation  was  accepted,  and  the 
following  resolutions  were  passed: 

Revolted,  That  the  members  of  Christ  Church,  Green- 
wich, whilst  viewing  with  sorrow  the  severance  of  such  long 
and  close  ties  as  have  existed  between  their  reverend  rector, 
the  Rev.  B.  M.  Y arrington,  and  their  predecessors  and  them- 
selves, yet  recognize  nis  right  at  his  advanced  age  to  retire- 
ment and  a restful  period  from  the  labors  which  now  devolve 
upon  him,  and  therefore  do  hereby  accept  his  resignation, 
taking  effect  April  28,  prox. 

Retolved,  That  the  wardens  and  vestry  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  offer  the  free  use  and  occupancy  of  the  rectory  to 
Mr.  Yarrington  during  his  natural  life,  and  in  case  the  war- 
dens and  vestry  shall  hereafter  deem  the  said  rectory  needed 
for  any  future  minister  in  charge,  they  be  authorized  to  hire 
and  supply  for  the  free  use  of  Mr.  Yarrington  of  some  other 
suitable  residence  in  the  parish,  the  expense  thereof  to  be 
borne  by  this  Church,  and  ample  notice  to  be  given  to  Mr. 
v arrington  of  such  contemplated  change. 

On  Sunday,  July  7,  1895,  the  Rev.  M.  George 
Thompson  became  rector  of  Christ  Church,  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Yarrington  rector  emeritus. 

Mr.  Yarrington  was  the  oldest  rector  in  the 
State,  and  had  the  record  of  being  the  longest  in 
active  service  in  any  one  parish  of  any  minister 
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in  the  United  States.  The  silver-headed  cane  fession,  and  soon  after  the  war  of  1812  moved  to 
given  to  the  rector  who  has  been  longest  in  Franklin  county,  Ind.,  where  he  was  among  the 
service  in  this  diocese  was  held  by  Mr.  Yarring-  pioneers,  driving  through  from  Connecticut  to 
ton  lor  a number  of  years,  and  he  valued  it  very  that  then  far-away  point.  There  he  was  em- 
highly  for  the  honor  connected  with  it.  ployed  in  the  construction  of  the  Whitewater 

On  October  2,  1834,  Mr.  Yarrington  married  canal.  He  was  a man  of  intelligence  and  ca- 
Miss  Margaret  King  Dominick,  who  was  born  pacity,  and  became  prominent  in  the  early  pub- 
May  10,  1815,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  F.  and  lie  affairs  of  Indiana.  He  served  as  a member  of 
Isabella  (Needham)  Dominick,  of  New  York  City,  the  first  Legislature  of  that  State,  and  was  known 
where  her  family  has  long  been  prominent.  The  as  Captain  Brush.  Physically  he  was  almost 
only  child  of  this  union,  Benjamin  M.,  Jr.,  died  perfect,  being  powerfully  built.  He  married  Ann 
in  infancy,  and  during  their  sixty-three  years  of  Ingersoll,  who  was  a native  of  Stanwich,  a daugh- 
wedded  life  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yarrington  made  a ter  of  Nathaniel  Ingersoll.  The  children  born  to 
practice  of  having  some  of  their  nephews  and  the  marriage  of  Captain  Brush  and  his  wife  were : 
nieces  constantly  with  them.  In  1872  they  Elma  C.,  who  married  Job  L.  Husted,  and  died 
spent  four  months  in  Europe,  accompanied  by  a in  1896  at  Greenwich;  Joseph  E.  (deceased),  who 
niece,  and  during  that  time  they  visited  the  for  twenty  years  was  postmaster  of  Greenwich 
pnncipal  cities  of  the  Continent.  The  house  in  (he  married  Mary  Wright);  Shadrach  M.,  our 
which  they  resided  for  more  than  half  a century,  subject,  is  again  referred  to  farther  on;  Rebecca 
a white  cottage  next  door  to  the  church,  was  A.  married  L.  C.  Hoyt,  and  died  at  Long  Ridge, 
nut  for  them  in  1844.  On  October  2,  1884,  Fairfield  county;  Mary  A.  married  Hobby  Husted, 
ey  celebrated  their  golden  wedding,  a recep-  and  died  at  Greenwich;  and  Semantha,  a teacher, 
ion  being  given  at  their  home,  and  a large  died  unmarried.  The  father  of  these  children 
J®  ■ nen<is  and  acquaintances  met  to  died  August  10,  1825,  at  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  from 
TinT  *eiLfStr  °^er  congratulations,  typhoid  fever  contracted  while  at  work  on  the 
e reated  them  kindly,  vigor  of  mind  and  construction  of  the  canal  previously  referred  to. 
his  vouthaiDMIB  ' v Sp-te  °f  a<*vanc'n6  years.  In  Ft.  Wayne  being  some  distance  from  the  place  of 
mirer  nf  ' ji.  ™rr‘n8toD  was  an  ardent  ad-  residence  of  his  family,  they  never  knew  where 
took  nip^°°d  . rsfs.’  ?nd  throughout  his  life  he  his  remains  were  interred.  After  his  death  Will- 
was  of  are?*  ln,.  a spirited  team.  He  iam  Rundle,  who  had  married  Fannie  Brush,  a 
licity  riDB.  P°^t,on.  never  seeking  pub-  sister  of  the  deceased,  went  out  to  Indiana  and 
OPD01  v™  times  he  purposely  evaded  drove  from  there  to  Connecticut,  bringing  the 
been  interest  ' °L Sain*n6  public  notice.  His  family  back  to  their  old  home,  where  the  chil- 
by  his  Inner  m . catlonal  progress  was  shown  dren  were  reared  and  where  the  mother  died. 
■Academy  M 3 trustee  °f  Cheshire  Shadrach  M.  Brush,  after  the  death  of  his  fa- 

connection  with  efh  3 s‘tni'ar  office  in  ther  and  the  return  of  the  family  to  Fairfield 

New  York  fo  ^ ^eo*°f>*ca'  Seminary  in  county,  lived  with  his  grandfather  until  seventeen 
took  a share  y?3IS'  While  he  never  years  of  age,  attended  school  through  the  winters 

were  with  the  t?0  ltlca  wor*5'  his  sympathies  and  worked  on  the  farm  the  rest  of  the  year.  For 
*ho  keenly  alive  fmfhra-1C  Party'  and  he  was  two  winters  he  attended  the  Greenwich  Academy, 
movements  of  the  a *he  lmPortant  and  various  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered  as  a clerk  the 
ay'  store  of  Joseph  Brush,  an  uncle,  at  Cos  Cob.  He 

— remained  there  several  years,  then  went  to  Stan- 

SHADRACH  M rpttcu  wich,  where  he  taught  school  one  winter.  He 

man  of  Stanw'  h P ve’  3 venerahle  gentle-  next  joined  his  brother  Joseph  E.  in  business  at 
loot-score  years  of'C  ’ ‘‘airfield  county,  now  over  Mianus,  with  whom  he  remained  several  years, 
passed  amone  the**’6’  , 'n  ma’n  have  been  Later  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumbar  and  coal 
where  he  has  been  P6°? u ^a'rheld  county,  business.  After  the  partnership  with  his  brother 
Jctive  business  me 06  ° *ead'n8  citizens  and  was  dissolved  he  took  as  a partner  Joseph  Horne. 
’*■8,  in  the  house"’  u°rn  ^ecemher  11,  Later,  on  selling  out,  Mr.  Brush  went  to  the  farm 
Stanwich.  ln  wa'ch  he  now  resides  in  on  which  he  now  resides,  intending  to  there  re- 

Benjamin  Brush  h'  main,  but  after  farming  some  three  years  he  again 

agriculturist  of  the  , ’ , £randfa‘her,  was  an  turned  his  attention  to  business,  engaging  in  same 

ae(l  Semantha  RevnnM°  ^r®enw'ch.  He  mar-  at  Mianus.  He  built  up  a good  trade  and  estab- 
edward,  the  eldest  *’  v™  °*.  t*le'r  children,  lished  a flourishing  business  at  that  point.  In 
Greenwich.  Re  u.’  as  ,ra  'n  the  town  of  after  years  he  gave  up  several  branches  of  the 
me  a Clv*l  engineer  by  pro-  business,  and  latterly  carried  a stock  of  coal  and 
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lumber  only.  He  built  a dock,  etc.,  there.  He 
finally  disposed  of  these  interests  and  moved  to 
Greenwich,  where  he  established  a lumber  and 
coal  business,  and  for  years  conducted  it  success- 
fully. His  partners  at  Greenwich  were  Henry 
Webb  and  George  Waterbury.  For  about  forty 
years  Mr.  Brush  resided  in  Greenwich.  Since 
retiring  from  active  business  some  years  ago,  his 
family  have  lived  at  the  old  Ingersoll  homestead, 
which  stands  on  property  purchased  by  his  an- 
cestors from  the  Indians.  He  has  been  a suc- 
cessful business  man,  and  a self-made  one;  is  a 
man  of  good  judgment,  and  has  been  a very  useful 
citizen  in  the  several  communities  in  which  he  has 
lived,  and  has  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

In  politics  Mr.  Brush  was  first  a Whig,  then 
became  a Republican.  He  has  been  active  and 
influential  in  party  affairs,  and  has  held  various 
positions  of  trust  and  honor.  Three  times  he 
was  a candidate  for  the  State  Legislature,  and 
once  elected.  He  has  ever  been  a temperate 
man,  never  uses  tobacco,  nor  do  his  sons.  On 
June  6,  1848,  he  married  Miss  Emeline  M. 
Ingersoll,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Hobby) 
Ingersoll,  born  September  4,  1820.  To  this 
union  were  born  children  as  follows:  William 

P. , a civil  engineer,  who  died  in  New  York  City 
at  the  age  of  forty  years;  Semantha  Reynolds  is 
at  home;  S.  Augustus  is  a resident  of  Greenwich; 
Henry  L.  also  lives  in  Greenwich;  and  Emily 
Ingersoll  is  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brush  cele- 
brated their  fiftieth  anniversary  June  6,  1898. 
Both  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Stanwich.  He  has  been  largely  indentified 
with  Church  work;  for  ten  years  was  an  elder  of 
the  Presbyerian  Church,  the  edifice  for  which  so- 
ciety he  helped  to  erect,  and  he  is  now  a deacon 
in  the  Congregational  Church  at  Stanwich. 


RNOLD  C.  HAWES,  D.  D.  S.,  who  passed 
to  the  unseen  life  April  7,  1895,  was  a 
prominent  resident  of  Noroton  Heights,  and  far 
many  years  was  a leader  in  the  various  pro- 
gressive movements  of  his  locality.  His  life  was 
prolonged  beyond  the  ordinary  limits,  as  he  had 
entered  upon  his  ninth  decade  when  death  called 
him,  but  to  the  last  he  showed  the  same  kindly 
interest  in  all  that  concerned  the  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  he  had  made  his  home. 

Dr.  Arnold  Hawes  was  born  November  5, 
1813,  in  Massachusetts,  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Polly  (Moore)  Hawes,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  that  State  and  spent  their  lives  there. 
After  acquiring  an  academic  education  he  pre- 
pared for  his  profession,  and  in  time  he  became 


Di. 


so  proficient  that  he  felt  justified  in  opening  an 
office  in  New  York  City,  where  from  the  first 
he  met  with  success.  In  1865  he  built  a summer 
residence  at  Noroton  Heights,  and  here  spent 
much  of  his  time  while  continuing  his  practice 
in  the  metropolis,  but  after  1880  he  made  his 
home  there  all  the  year  round.  The  society  of 
the  place  was  most  congenial  to  a man  of  his 
refined  tastes,  and  he  soon  identified  himself  with 
it,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  Masonic  Frater- 
nity as  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  and  in  re- 
ligious work  as  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  held  the  office  of  warden. 
In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Republican,  but  he 
never  sought  official  honors. 

On  February  25,  1853.  the  Doctor  married 
Miss  Eliza  Cooke  Wardlow,  daughter  of  James 
and  Eliza  Cooke  Wardlow,  lifelong  residents  of 
Massachusetts,  where  Mr.  Wardlow  was  a mer- 
chant for  many  years.  Mrs.  Hawes  has  two 
sisters  living:  Mary,  wife  of  Amos  B.  Hawes, 

of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  Miss  Charlotte  C. 
Wardlow,  of  Noroton  Heights.  Her  fine  men- 
tal gifts  have  made  Mrs.  Hawes  a valued  addi- 
tion to  the  best  social  circles  of  her  neighbor- 
hood, and  she  is  actively  interested  in  the  work 
of  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Noroton. 


PETER  S.  SCHUTT  is  a typical  representa- 

tive  of  the  class  of  citizens  found  in  this 

community,  men  who  after  years  of  activity  in 
the  business  world  delight  in  the  peaceful  se- 
clusion of  this,  the  most  popular  residence  town 
along  Long  Island  Sound,  where  amid  beautiful 
natural  surroundings  and  congenial  social  con- 
ditions they  can  enjoy  to  the  full  the  wealth 
they  have  amassed.  For  thirty  years  Mr.  Schutt 
has  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  residents  01 
Riverside,  Fairfield  county,  and  he  has  taken 
an  active  and  substantial  interest  in  the  progress 
and  development  of  the  place,  where  he  is  re- 
garded as  a liberal,  public-spirited  man,  and  a 
citizen  worthy  in  every  way  of  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  his  fellowmen. 

Mr.  Schutt  is  a native  of  New  York  State, 
born  July  30,  1818,  in  Roxbury,  Delaware  coun- 
ty, where  his  father,  John  S.  Schutt,  was  for 
years  a well-known  man.  The  family  is  of 
Dutch  origin,  the  first  American  ancestors  being 
three  brothers  who  came  from  Amsterdam  and 
settled  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  in  Greene 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  respectively. 
John  S.  Schutt  was  born  in  1790  at  Catskill-on- 
Hudson,  and  was  the  son  of  Solomon  Schutt. 
He  married  Miss  Catherine  Overbaugh,  of  Cats- 
kill,  daughter  of  Peter  Overbaugh,  and  they  be- 
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came  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom 
Peter  S.  was  the  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth;  he 
and  four  daughters  are  all  who  survive  of  this 
large  family.  John  S.  Schutt  was  a prominent 
Whig  in  his  time  and  place,  and  served  for  years 
ascollector  in  Delaware  county,  becoming  widely 
acquainted  during  his  long  career  as  a public 
servant  and  active  politician.  He  was  a large 
man,  six-foot  tall,  and  was  well  preserved  up  to 
the  last,  being  a temperate  man  in  every  way 
except  as  regards  smoking.  He  was  especially 
well  posted  in  the  managment  of  distilleries,  in 
which  he  had  wide  experience,  providing  his 
large  family  with  every  comfort,  and  rearing  them 
well.  He  passed  away  in  1870,  when  about 
eighty  years  old,  and  his  wife  lived  to  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-nine.  Both  were  buried 
at  Bristol,  Ulster  Co.,  New  York. 

Peter  S.  Schutt  attended  the  log  school  in 
the  vicinity  of  his  boyhood  home  in  Delaware 
county  in  the  days  when  public  schools  were 
provided  with  only  the  most  primitive  equipment, 
and  for  some  years  after  commencing  work  he 
was  engaged  at  farming,  when  a boy  of  eighteen 
Mewing  ten  dollars  per  month  at  farm  work. 

S r*  yeaT  old  he  set  out  from  his  home, 

f trr  Cl0,t!i:n6  in  a bundle.  and  walked 
Peter  Schutt °,Catsl!*11’  N-  Y->  where  his  uncle, 
.he  P a„  H ePMhe;;  Falls  House'”  and  also 
two  vel,f  ^°USe'  u He  W0rked  for  his  uncle 
charge  of  tW  h"?6!  .the,.summer . season  taking 
jg-Q  l f°r  hlm.  and  in  the  spring  of 

Seed  rit0  New  York  City,  where  he  corn- 
store  at  No  „USi'neSS  16  as  c*erk  in  a grocery 
and  board  aA^  “first"*1'  feCeivinK  fi,ty  dollars 
wasemployedatthfrn6315  TT*'  Later  he 
street  and  ThirH  6 corner  o{  Twenty-seventh 
whoSDr5  aVe"Ue’  and  stiU  la‘er  in  the 

'n  WeststreTt^AerAhp6  D-  V W'  Moses' 

salesman  and  Wu,  be  remained  six  years  as 

in  the  provSioY  I 'd Per‘  , In  ,84<5he  embarked 
own  account  °n  RarH  pr°(duce  business  on  his 

the  firm  of  Schutt  R py  streeC  as  a member  of 

<hree  y?ahXr  ott^fr°m  Which  he  re* 

jng  winter  in  Cuba  11  ^ u*  Spent  tbe  {ollow- 
•n  the  same  Imp  in'  P°n  bis  return  he  engaged 
under  the  firm  Partnership  with  John  Moses, 
Piace  of  b ™e«  bp'  °f  Sch““  & Moses,  the* 
Greenwich,  and  aft!,”5.  Fu,lton  street-  near 
Partner,  with  whnn/  if  ye,ar  be  t0°k  another 
fho«  time.  He  th^  A a S0  con‘mued  for  a 
busin«s,  engaging  in  a u °^ed  the  Provision 
.^kingatNos  4L"^r  packlng  and  general 

he  oonducted  from  fLGreenn'chStreet- which 

mt0  Private  life  in  thp  fl1  “ntd  his  retirement 

an  energ  tk  anS  , “ °f  ' 86y'  Mr-  Schutt 

gene  and  tireless  worker  during  his 


commercial  career,  and  he  met  with  unusual 
success,  accumulating  a handsome  competence, 
which  he  fully  appeciates  and  knows  how  to  en- 
joy. For  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Pro- 
duce Exhange  in  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Schutt  was  married  in  1850,  in  New 
York,  to  Miss  Jane  Cunningham,  by  whom  he 
had  no  children.  His  present  wife  was  Miss 
Alice  Palmer,  of  Cos  Cob,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 
daughter  of  Denham  Palmer.  Mr.  Schutt  took 
up  his  home  in  Riverside  in  1868,  buying  his  first 
home  here  from  George  Hobby,  and  later  pur- 
chasing a residence  nearer  the  Post  road,  which 
he  occupied  until  1890,  when  he  acquired  the 
property  on  which  he  now  lives.  The  dwelling 
was  the  first  erected  in  the  section  of  Riverside 
where  it  is  located,  and  was  built  by  Dr.  Hud- 
son. Mr.  Schutt  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  Riverside  Yacht  Club,  was  vice-com- 
modore of  the  club  during  the  first  two  years  of 
its  existence,  and  later  served  as  trustee,  being 
one  of  its  most  active  members  until  his  resigna- 
tion two  years  ago.  He  is  still  fond  of  aquatic 
sport,  however,  and  owns  a naphtha  launch, 
from  which  he  derives  much  pleasure.  He  is  a 
well-preserved  man,  mentally  and  physically,  and 
at  the  age  of  eighty  looks  no  older  than  many 
men  of  sixty.  Quiet  and  unostentatious  in  his 
habits,  he  is  nevertheless  well  known  and  liked, 
and  he  has  taken  a lively  interest  in  the  social 
and  public  life  of  the  community  where  he  has 
made  his  home  for  so  many  years.  Formerly  he 
was  quite  active  in  local  politics,  and  he  was 
once  nominated  for  representative  from  Green- 
wich township.  He  is  a Democrat  in  political 
faith,  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Martin  Van  Buren;  but  in  local  affairs  he  looks 
to  the  fitness  of  the  candidate  rather  than  to  his 
party  connection.  While  in  New  York  City  Mr. 
Schutt  united  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Masonic 
Fraternities. 


JfAMES  WILSON  (deceased).  Among  the 
1 honored  citizens  of  Bridgeport,  who  have 
gone  to  their  rest,  was  the  venerable  James 
Wilson,  who  after  a brief  illness  passed  away  at 
his  home,  No.  305  Seaview  avenue,  Bridgeport, 
June  4,  1898,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two 
years  and  ten  months. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  born  July  31,  1815,  at  En- 
field, Conn.,  a son  of  David  and  Zeviah  (Parsons) 
Wilson,  the  former  of  whom  was  also  a native  of 
Enfield,  where  he  spent  his  youth  and  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  all  his  days.  In  this  fam- 
ily were  six  children  besides  our  subject,  namely: 
Sons — Orvin  P.,  George  C.,  David  and  Parsons; 
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daughters — Elisabeth  and  Susan— all  now  de-  I 
ceased. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  at  Enfield, 
and  attended  the  public  schools.  He  remained 
on  the  home  farm  for  a time,  but  desiring  a 
change  learned  the  harness  maker’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  a time,  and  then  returned  to  the 
farm.  After  staying  on  the  home  place  for  a 
short  time,  he  again  started  out  in  the  world, 
and  began  a varied  business  career.  He  first 
entered  the  chair  business  at  Springfield;  then 
went  to  Hartford,  where  for  several  years  he  was 
in  the  harness  business;  then  to  Enfield  and  later 
to  Ware  House  Point,  following  the  same  line, 
finally  locating  at  Springfield,  Mass.  At  the  last 
named  place  he  was  employed  in  the  United 
States  Armory  for  a number  of  years,  and  then 
went  to  Hartford  and  took  a contract  for  the  mak- 
ing of  Sharp’s  rifles  at  the  time  of  the  Crimean 
war.  In  1857  he  came  to  Bridgeport,  and  took  a 
contract  for  making  parts  of  sewing  machines  in 
the  Wheeler  & Wilson  factory.  He  built  the  foun- 
dry operated  under  the  firm  name  of  Wilson, 
Parsons  & Co. , but  finally  sold  out  to  Parsons  & 
Landon,  and  then  started  the  Monumental 
Bronze  Works,  in  which  he  continued  for  some 
time.  He  was  also  one  of  the  projectors  and 
charter  members  of  the  Bridgeport  Horse  R.  R. 
Co.,  remaining  a director  until  the  property  was 
acquired  by  the  Traction  Company.  At  the  time 
of  Mr.  Wilson’s  coming,  Bridgeport  was  a place 
of  about  seven  thousand  inhabitants,  and  he  wit- 
nessed its  rapid  development  to  a beautiful  city 
of  nearly  seventy  thousand,  at  all  times  earnest- 
ly striving  to  do  his  part  in  aiding  every  move- 
ment that  would  advance  home  interests. 

On  November  5.  1838,  at  Ware  House  Point, 
Conn..  Mr.  Wilson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  Parsons,  daughter  of  William  and 
Sally  Parsons,  of  that  place.  They  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  two  only  of  whom  are 
living  at  this  writing:  James  E.,  a mechanical 
engineer,  and  Charles  H.,  a metallurgist  and 
founder. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  always  somewhat  conserva- 
tive in  politics;  in  early  life  was  a Whig,  and 
later  a Republican.  He  was  frequently  called 
upon  to  represent  his  fellow  townsmen  in  the 
various  councils,  serving  as  alderman,  one  term 
as  councilman,  and  two  terms  as  justice  of  the 
peace.  Socially,  he  was  a member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  having  joined  at  Springfield  in  1844,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts; he  became  a member  of  St.  John’s 
Lodge,  No.  3,  F.  & A.  M;  Jerusalem  Chapter, 
No.  13,  R-  A.  M.,  and  Hamilton  Commandery, 
No.  5,  K.  T.,  of  Bridgeport,  and  he  faithfully  dis- 
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charged  the  duties  of  every  position  to  which 
he  was  called.  He  was  proud  of  his  record, 
to  which  he  frequently  alluded  in  the  following 
words:  ‘‘During  my  varied  experiences  I have 

never  been  sued  and  never  sued  anyone,  and  1 
don't  owe  any  man  a dollar.”  A man  of  sterling 
integrity  and  unquestionable  probity,  he  left  an 
honored  memory  and  a good  name,  unsullied 
and  exemplary. 


HON.  LOUIS  KUTSCHER,  Sr.  This  well- 
known  citizen  of  Bridgeport  is  now  less  act- 
ive in  business  and  political  life  than  formerly, 
but  his  long  and  useful  career  has  won  for  him  a 
prominent  place  in  the  community.  His  history 
is  that  of  the  typical  German-American,  display- 
ing thrift,  enterprise  and  public  spirit,  and  as  a 
citizen  he  is  held  in  high  esteem. 

The  Kutscher  family  originated  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Hanover,  Germany,  the  ancestral  home 
being  at  Clausthal  on  Harz.  Frederich  Kutscher, 
our  subject’s  father,  was  born  and  reared  there, 
learning  the  carriage  maker's  trade  in  his  youth. 
He  married  Louisa  Zeuner,  a native  of  the  same 
place,  and  in  1854  they  came  to  America,  locat- 
ing at  Rahway,  N.  J.,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  for  some  years,  his  death  occurring  in  1866. 
His  wife  died  eight  years  before,  passing  away  in 
1858.  This  worthy  couple  were  members  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church,  and  their  family  was 
reared  in  that  faith.  Of  their  eleven  children 
the  eldest,  Frederick  (now  deceased),  was  a car- 
riage maker  in  New  Haven;  Lena  (deceased) 
married  Ernest  Loewe  in  Germany;  Louis  is  the 
subject  proper  of  this  sketch;  Charles  is  a grocer 
in  New  Haven;  four  died  in  infancy;  Julius  is  a 
carriage  maker  in  New  Haven;  Rachel  married  a 
Mr.  Wurr,  a mechanic  in  New  Haven;  and 
Louisa  married  William  Beckman,  a barber  in 
the  same  city. 

Mr.  Kutscher,  our  subject,  was  born  October 
14,  1834,  at  the  old  home  in  Germany,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  learned  the  carriage  mak- 
er's trade  with  his  father,  and  after  coming  to 
America  with  his  parents  he  followed  that  busi- 
ness for  a number  of  years.  For  some  time  he 
remained  in  New  Jersey,  but  in  1857  he  removed 
to  New  Haven.  Later  he  went  to  New  York 
City  for  a time,  but  he  returned  to  New  Haven, 
and  was  married  in  that  city,  in  1859,  to  Miss 
Helen  Droege,  a native  of  Hamburg,  Germany. 
For  a year  and  a half  affer  his  marriage  he  made 
his  home  on  a farm  near  New  Haven,  but  in  1868 
he  removed  to  Bridgeport  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained. During  his  residence  in  Bridgeport  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  Weiss 
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beer,  but  of  late  years  he  has  been  living  in  re- 
tirement, his  business  being  continued  by  his  son 
William. 

Mr.  Kutscher  has  always  felt  a keen  interest 
in  politics,  and  while  he  was  a Republican  for 
some  time  after  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  is 
now  a Democrat.  In  1888-89  and  1890-91 
he  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  he  has  held  a number  of  other  positions,  be- 
ing now  a member  of  the  board  of  local  chari- 
ities,  while  he  also  served  for  some  time  on  the 
board  of  relief  at  Bridgeport.  He  belongs  to  the 
German  Lutheran  Church,  and  is  connected 
with  numerous  fraternal  organizations,  including 
the  I.  0.  0.  F. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kutscher  have  had  ten  children, 
of  whom  the  following  are  living:  William,  who 
conducts  the  old  brewery;  Louisa,  wife  of  Garry 
Sanger,  a policeman  at  Bridgeport;  Bertha,  who 
mamed  Fred  Schuessler,  formerly  of  New  Haven 
but  now  of  Bridgeport;  Louis,  Jr.,  president  of 
tne  Hartmann  Brewing  Company  at  Bridgeport; 
Minnie,  wife  of  Charles  Beardsley,  of  Stratford; 
and  Oscar,  a tool  maker  at  Bridgeport. 
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1828,  his  wife  on  August  8,  1805.  Mr.  Mott 
was  a farmer  by  occupation.  To  David  and 
Abigail  (Mott)  Seaman  were  born  seven  children, 
as  follows:  Martha,  February,  14,  1799;  Han- 

nah, November  15,  1801;  John  M.,  September 
14,  1803;  Elizabeth  H..  October  11,  1806;  Lu- 
cinda, July  12,  1808;  David,  October  8,  18147 
Charles  H.,  February  21,  1819.  Of  these,  Mar- 
tha was  married,  on  April  6,  1820,  to  Zophar 
Mead;  she  died  May  29,  1869,  in  New  York, 
and  was  buried  in  Woodlawn  cemetery.  Han- 
nah became  the  wife  of  Col.  Thomas  Mead, 
and  died  November  18,  1880,  in  Greenwich. 
John  M.  was  prosperously  engaged  in  the 
butcher  business  in  New  York  City  for  many 
years,  and  in  his  later  years  was  a prominent 
politician  in  the  metropolis,  served  as  alderman, 
and  was  identified  with  various  public  institu- 
tions; he  died  November  7,  1884.  Elizabeth 
H.  was  married  November  28,  1831,  to  Clarkson 
Crolius,  and  died  July  27,  1854,  without  issue; 
her  husband  was  a prominent  Whig  and  Repub- 
lican in  New  York  City,  where  they  resided,  and 
was  a political  leader  in  the  Sixth  ward.  Lucinda 
was  married  in  April,  1853,  to  John  H.  Paillon, 
and  died  November  16,  1851,  in  New  York;  Mr. 
Paillon  was  also  a prominent  member  of  the 
Whig  and  Republican  parties  in  New  York  City. 
David  was  a butcher  by  occupation,  and  in  his 
later  years  engaged  in  real-estate  dealing;  he 
died  April  28,  1881.  David  Seaman,  the  father 
of  this  family,  was  a striking  example  of  the  in- 
dustrious, self-made  man,  one  who,  by  prudence 
and  good  management,  rose  from  an  humble 
position  to  one  of  affluence.  He  was  a butcher 
by  trade,  doing  business  at  was  known  as  the  Old 
Fly  Market  in  New  York,  at  the  site  of  the  Ful- 
ton Market  of  the  present  day.,  and  when  he 
commenced  he  used  to  bring  his  meat  in  a 
row-boat  from  Long  Island,  and  carry  it  on 
his  shoulder  to  the  market.  His  business  in- 
creased steadily,  and  he  became  what  was  in 
those  days  considered  a rich  man,  accumulating 
a large  property  and  establishing  his  family  in  an 
elegant  home  at  the  corner  of  Christy  and  Stan- 
ton streets,  New  York,  where  he  passed  his 
closing  years.  He  departed  this  life  October  7, 
1828,  and  was  followed  to  the  grave  by  his  wife 
on  February  18,  1832.  Both  were  laid  to  rest 
in  a vault  in  St.  Stephen’s  Churchyard,  and  after- 
terward  removed  to  Woodlawn,  where  the  other 
members  of  the  family  have  been  laid.  They 
worshiped  at  St.  Stephen’s  Episcopal  Church,  on 
the  corner  of  Broom  and  Christy  streets. 

Charles  H.  Seaman  was  born  February  21, 
1819,  in  New  York  City,  at  the  family  home  at 
the  corner  of  Stanton  and  Christy  streets,  and 
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obtained  his  preliminary  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  city.  He  was  fast  friends  with  his 
father,  and  after  the  latter's  death,  which  oc- 
curred when  our  subject  was  but  little  over  nine 
years  of  age,  he  became  a student  in  the  acade- 
my at  Greenwich,  Conn.,  then  conducted  by  Mr. 
Sherwood  and  Rev.  Mr.  Clark.  Here  he  at- 
tended for  about  three  years,  until  called  home 
by  the  serious  illness  of  his  mother,  and,  as  cir- 
cumstances shaped  themselves,  he  did  not  re- 
turn, completing  his  schooling  in  New  York  City. 
When  about  sixteen  he  entered  the  dry-goods 
store  of  John  Lloyd  & Co.,  in  Pearl  street, 
where  he  remained  four  years,  in  about  1838, 
coming  to  Greenwich  again.  He  boarded  in 
Greenwich  and  in  New  York  City,  as  business 
demanded,  until  1844,  when  he  and  his  wife 
commenced  housekeeping  on  the  “ Sackett 
Homestead,”  living  in  an  old  house  which  stood 
a short  distance  east  of  their  present  residence, 
which  Mr.  Seaman  completed  in  November, 
1856,  and  has  since  occupied.  In  addition  to 
this  home  and  the  commodious  grounds  around 
it  he  is  the  owner  of  twenty  acres  of  valuable 
residence  property  in  Greenwich,  and  he  has 
lived  retired  for  a number  of  years  past,  engag- 
ing only  in  the  light  labor  necessary  to  keep  his 
grounds  in  order,  and  which  really  is  more  like 
exercise  than  work.  From  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  Mr.  Seaman  has  been  troubled  with  a slight 
delect  in  his  hearing,  and  this  has  proved  no 
small  handicap  to  him  in  business  life,  so  that 
he  has  led  a very  quiet  existence  for  the  most 
part.  He  and  his  wife  share  the  esteem  and  ven- 
eration of  all  their  neighbors  and  friends  in 
Greenwich,  and  they  are  passing  their  days 
in  peaceful  enjoyment  of  the  ample  competence 
which  Mr.  Seaman  acquired  in  his  earlier  years. 

On  August  28,  1840,  Mr.  Seaman  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Sackett,  who  was 
bom  May  8,  1820,  in  Greenwich,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Mead)  Sackett,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Justus  Sackett,  a Revolutionary 
soldier.  John  Sackett  came  of  an  excellent 
family  of  this  locality,  and  was  considered  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  representative  farmers  of  his 
day  in  Greenwich.  His  first  wife,  Mary  (Mead), 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  for  his 
second  wife  he  married  Miss  Cornelia  Olmstead, 
by  whom  he  had  several  children.  He  lived  to 
be  over  seventy  years  old.  Three  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Seaman, 
namely:  (1)  Edgar,  (2)  Mary  A.,  and  (3)  Ella  H. , 
the  latter  of  whom  died  March  7,  1863.  The 
son  was  born  September  9,  1841,  and  made 
his  home  with  his  parents  until  his  death,  on  De- 
cember 4,  1895;  he  was  engaged  in  business  in 


New  York,  w-here  he  was  employed  during  his 
earlier  manhood,  later  having  a partnership  in  a 
business  house.  (2)  Mary  A.  is  the  widow  of 
Edwin  Lyon,  and  lives  in  North  street;  she  had 
two  children — Ella  H.  and  Walter  S.,  the  last 
named  dying  February  12,  1894.  Mr.  Seaman 
originally  supported  the  Whig  party,  becoming  a 
Republican  on  the  formation  of  the  new  faction, 
and  until  recent  years  he  cast  his  ballot  regu- 
larly, though  he  never  took  any  active  part  in 
politics  or  aspired  to  office  of  any  kind.  In  re- 
ligious connection  he  and  his  wife  are  Congrega- 
tionalists.  This  devoted  couple  have  already 
seen  fifty-eight  years  of  happy  wedded  life,  and 
it  is  the  wish  of  all  who  know  them  that  they 
may  be  spared  to  many  more  years  of  health 
and  happiness. 


OBERT  HUBBARD,  M.  D.  (deceased). 
In  the  lives  of  all  men  who  have  attained 
pre-eminence  in  honor  and  success  there  is  a 
fascination  to  the  general  public.  Human  na- 
ture is  attracted  irresistibly  to  those  unusual 
qualities,  or  to  the  unusual  development  of  the 
more  ordinary  traits,  which  separate  the  man  of 
mark  from  the  generality  of  his  fellowmen. 
There  are  lessons  to  be  learned  and  inspirations 
to  be  obtained  from  the  details  of  these  bi- 
ographies. An  insight  into  the  career  of  the  late 
Dr.  Robert  Hubbard  is  certainly  helpful  to  the 
young  man  who  is  ambitiously  and  hopefully 
starting  out  in  life’s  journey. 

Doctor  Hubbard,  who  in  his  lifetime  was  a 
leading  citizen  and  physician  of  Bridgeport,  late 
assistant  medical  director  and  acting  medical 
director  United  States  Volunteers,  and  in  1879 
president  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society, 
was  born  April  27,  1826,  in  Upper  Middletown 
(now  the  towrn  of  Cromwell),  Middlesex  Co., 
Conn.  He  was  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
pioneer  and  prominent  families  of  Connecticut, 
the  first  American  Hubbard  having  emigrated 
from  England  to  the  Connecticut  Colony  about 
1660.  Branches  of  the  family  are  now  found  in 
many  parts  of  the  Union. 

Jeremiah  Hubbard,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  one  of  those  hardy  New  England  seamen  to 
whom  American  shipping  of  a generation  ago 
was  indebted  for  its  remarkable  vigor  and  growth. 
He  was  a native  of  Upper  Middletown,  and  for 
many  years  sailed  a vessel  in  the  West  Indies 
trade.  He  was  equally  at  home  on  land,  owning 
in  Middlesex  county  an  average  farm,  from 
which  he  wrested  a part  of  his  livelihood.  He 
was  a man  of  simple  habits,  intelligent,  brave, 
honest,  hard-working  -and  God-fearing,  a sturdy 
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specimen  of  the  old-time  “Yankee  salt.”  He 
married  Elizabeth  Roberts,  a native  of  Middle- 
town,  and  a daughter  of  Winkham  Roberts,  a 
prosperous  farmer,  whose  lands  included,  in 
part,  the  beautiful  site  of  Connecticut  Hospital 
for  the  Insane.  The  family  of  Jeremiah  and 
Elizabeth  Hubbard  consisted  of  eight  sons  and 
two  daughters. 

Robert  Hubbard,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  the  eldest  of  this  large  family,  and  upon  his 
young  shoulders  was  placed  much  of  the  respon- 
sibility and  labor  of  conducting  the  farm  in  his 
father’s  absence.  His  opportunity  for  an  educa- 
tion was  meagre.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  with  fair  regularity  until  the  exacting 
cares  of  the  farm  made  greater  demands  upon 
his  time.  It  was  not  from  choice  that  his  daily 
visits  to  the  little  school  house  became  fewer 
each  year,  for  he  possessed  a genuine  thirst  for 
knowledge.  Immediate  prospects  for  obtaining 
a better  education  were  very  shadowy  indeed. 
His  father  needed  his  services,  and  besides  he 
felt  it  unjust  to  ask  from  his  father  any  aid  or 
privilege  which  could  not  be  extended  to  his 
other  brothers  also.  But  an  opportunity  soon 
presented  itself.  Mr.  (afterward  Rev.)  Jared  O. 
Knapp,  the  principal  of  the  academy,  offered 
him  his  tuition  in  return  for  his  care  of  the  school- 
room, and  another  kind  family  friend,  Mrs.  Grid- 
ley,  of  Cromwell,  offered  him  board  and  lodging 
in  compensation  for  services  to  be  rendered  upon 
her  place.  The  boy’s  good  mother,  eager  to  see 
his  ambition  gratified,  added  her  own  entreaties 
to  his,  and  thus  secured  his  freedom  from  the 
farm.  Emancipation  from  the  monotonous  and 
ill-requited  drudgery  of  the  farm  was  perhaps 
the  first  desire  of  young  Hubbard.  Aside  from 
his  growing  taste  for  study  he  had  no  other  am- 
bition than  to  enter  upon  a business  career.  At 
the  academy  he  found  many  pupils  of  both  sexes, 
his  juniors  in  years,  and  much  farther  advanced 
in  their  studies.  By  close  application  he  soon 
placed  himself  on  an  equal  footing  with  them. 
Having  finished  “Day's  Algebra,”  he  acquired 
some  knowledge  of  chemistry  and  studied  a little 
Latin;  then  resolved  to  obtain  a collegiate  edu- 
cation, and  the  remaining  two  years  of  his 
academic  course  were  directed  with  that  end  in 
view. 

The  path  to  the  goal  of  his  ambition  was 
steep  and  difficult.  A season’s  farm  labor  yielded 
him  fifty  dollars  in  cash,  other  occasional  em- 
ployments adding  slightly  to  the  means  at  his 
command.  Hard  labor  and  long  hours  interfered 
sadly  with  study,  but  in  1846,  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  he  had  finished  his  preparatory  course. 
In  that  year  he  was  admitted  to  Yale  College. 


At  the  close  of  his  Freshman  year  he  was  offered 
the  position  of  principal  at  the  academy  at  Dur- 
ham, Conn.  He  accepted,  expecting  to  return 
to  Yale  and  complete  his  course.  But  a year 
later  a medical  friend.  Dr.  Benjamin  F.  Fowler, 
of  Durham,  induced  him  to  undertake  the  study 
of  medicine.  His  previous  training  had  well 
fitted  him  for  the  task,  and  he  made  rapid  prog- 
ress in  the  preparation  for  the  profession  which 
he  had  now  resolved  to  adopt  as  his  lifework. 
When  his  second  year  as  principal  of  the  academy 
had  expired,  he  resigned  that  position  and  en- 
tered Dr.  Fowler’s  office  as  a student.  Remain- 
ing there  for  a year,  he  then  placed  himself  un- 
der the  tuition  of  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  an  emi- 
nent practitioner  of  New  Haven,  becoming  a 
member  of  his  family.  During  the  two  years 
spent  with  Dr.  Ives,  he  .regularly  attended  the 
Medical  School  of  Yale  College.  In  1851  he 
was  graduated  at  this  institution  with  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  had  the  additional 
honor  of  being  valedictorian  of  his  class. 

In  February,  1851,  he  removed  to  Bridge- 
port, his  future  home,  and  with  twenty-five  dol- 
lars (borrowed  money)  in  his  pocket,  and  an  in- 
debtedness of  two  thousand  dollars  incurred  in 
receiving  his  education.  But  the  way  now 
seemed  clear  to  the  young  practitioner,  and  he 
entered  upon  his  professional  career  with  a coura- 
gious  heart  and  high  hopes.  Modestly  opening 
an  office  in  a drug  store  on  Wall  street,  and 
boarding  at  the  “ City  Hotel,”  he  minimized  his 
expenses  and  became  self-supporting  from  the 
start. 

By  degrees  his  practice  enlarged.  Suavity 
of  manner,  and  conscientious  labor,  rapidly  won 
for  him  friends,  and  he  was  soon  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a handsome  income.  In  May,  1854,  he 
formed  a co-partnership  with  Dr.  David  H.  Nash, 
which  continued  unbroken  for  seventeen  years. 
In  1861,  when  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke 
out,  he  was  a practitioner  of  a standing  so  high 
that,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  State 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  an  honored 
member,  he  was  appointed,  by  Governor  Buck- 
ingham, a member  of  the  board  of  medical  ex- 
aminers, to  investigate  the  qualifications  of  all 
applications  for  surgeoncy  in  the  regiments  then 
being  recruited  in  Connecticut.  In  1862  he  him- 
self took  the  field  as  surgeon  (with  rank  of  major) 
of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  Connecticut  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  A few  months  later  he  was 
promoted  to  brigade-surgeon  in  General  Sigel’s 
corps,  and  shortly  after  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville  he  was  again  promoted,  this  time  to  the 
rank  of  surgeon  of  division  in  General  Devin’s 
command.  In  recognition  of  meritorious  service 
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on  the  field  during  the  battle,  he  was  raised  to 
the  rank  of  medical  inspector,  and  assigned  to 
the  staff  of  General  Howard.  At  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  he  served  as  medical  director-in- 
charge of  the  Eleventh  Corps.  When  the  same 
corps  was  ordered  to  Lookout  Mountain,  he  was 
again  assigned  to  serve  as  its  medical  director, 
and  also  as  staff  surgeon  to  General  Hooker.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Lookout  Mountain, 
Missionary  Ridge  and  Ringgold,  and  was  con- 
spicuous for  his  devotion  to  the  wounded  upon 
those  bloody  fields.  Arduous  campaigning  and 
intense  mental  strain,  consequent  upon  his 
heavy  responsibilities  as  a medical  officer,  finally 
impaired  his  health  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
was  compelled  to  leave  the  field. 

Resigning  from  the  army.  Doctor  Hubbard 
returned  to  Bridgeport,  and  after  a brief  rest 
assumed  private  practice.  In  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining relief  from  a severe  attack  of  sciatica, 
which  probably  had  its  origin  while  he  was  in 
the  army,  he  took  a trip  to  Germany.  While 
abroad  he  visited  many  of  the  principal  hospitals 
and  other  medical  institutions.  A second  trip  to 
Europe  was  made  in  1883,  and  a third  in  1885. 

In  1 879,  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  nearly  all  the  leading  medical  so- 
cieties, and  contributed  several  interesting  and 
valuable  papers  and  addresses  to  the  literature  of 
his  profession.  He  was  the  preceptor  of  many 
of  the  prominent  physicians  of  Bridgeport  and 
other  cities  to  the  number  of  about  fifty,  among 
whom  are  Doctors  Godfrey,  Garlick,  Lauder, 
Lynch,  Wright,  Gordon,  and  others  in  Bridge- 
port, and  Dr.  Dudley,  of  Chicago.  The  last  five 
years  or  so  of  his  life  were  confined  to  his  office 
work  and  consultation.  He  had  thousands  of 
warm  and  appreciative  friends  in  all  parts  of  the 
State,  not  least  among  whom  were  the  veterans 
who  remembered  his  services  for  his  country  on 
the  battle  fields. 

In  the  public  affairs  of  Bridgeport  Doctor 
Hubbard  took  an  active  interest  from  the  time 
of  his  arrival  there.  In  1874  he  was  elected  to 
represent  the  city  in  the  State  Legislature.  In 
1875  he  was  nominated  for  Congress,  by  the 
Republicans  of  the  Fourth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict of  Connecticut,  his  opponent  being  the  Hon. 
William  H.  Barnum.  Though  defeated  he 
gained  rather  than  lost  in  personal  popularity, 
and  in  1876  he  was  again  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature.  In  the  following  year  he  was  re- 
nominated f»r  Congress.  His  opponent,  Levi 
Warner,  was  elected  by  a small  majority.  Urged 
in  1879  to  again  become  the  standard  bearer  in 
the  Congressional  race,  he  declined,  although 
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Republican  victory  was  clearly  foreseen.  The 
exacting  requirements  of  his  professional  labors 
induced  him  to  take  this  course. 

Doctor  Hubbard  was  married  April  15,  1855, 
to  Miss  Cornelia  Boardman,  youngest  daughter 
of  Sherman  and  Sophia  Hartwell,  honored  res- 
idents of  Bridgeport.  Mrs.  Hubbard  died  in 
1871.  The  children  of  this  marriage  were  as 
follows:  (1)  Sherman  Hartwell  Hubbard  (the 

only  son),  who  was  a graduate  of  Yale  Law 
School,  and  subsequently  enjoyed  a large  and 
favorable  practice  at  Bridgeport,  with  patent 
laws  a specialty,  died  in  1891;  he  married  Miss 
Comete  Ludeling,  eldest  daughter  of  Hon.  John 
Ludeling,  former  chief  justice  of  Louisiana,  and 
they  had  one  son,  John  T.  Ludeling  Hubbard. 
(2)  Sophia  Todd  Hubbard,  wife  of  Charles  M. 
Everett,  vice-president  of  the  Vacuum  Oil  Com- 
pany, Rochester,  N.  Y.  (3)  Cornelia  E.  Hub- 
bard, wife  of  Courtlandt  H.  Trowbridge  (son  ot 
the  late  Henry  Trowbridge,  of  New  Haven),  an 
importer  and  ship-owner,  engaged  in  the  West 
Indies  trade,  in  New  Haven,  Conn.  They  have 
two  children,  Virginia  and  Henry  Trowbridge. 

On  July  18,  1897,  Doctor  Hubbard,  while 
ascending  the  steps  of  his  office,  lost  his  balance 
and  fell  heavily  to  the  stone  sidewalk,  causing  a 
fracture  of  the  skull,  from  the  effects  of  which  he 
died  next  morning,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter- 
in-law,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Stead,  in  Bridgeport.  No  event 
caused  such  genuine  and  universal  sorrow  in  the 
city  of  Bridgeport,  where  the  name  of  Doctor 
Hubbard  is  a household  word  and  a synonym  of 
kindness  and  ability.  As  a physician  of  forty- 
six  years  experience  in  peace  and  war,  he  oc- 
cupied the  first  rank,  while  his  ability  as  a sur- 
geon was  recognized  all  over  the  country  by 
those  high  in  the  ranks  of  that  profession.  He 
possessed  a natural  aptitude  for  the  practice  01 
medicine,  and  to  this  he  added  a faculty  for 
thorough  investigation  which  made  him  pre-emi- 
nently successful.  As  a man  he  was  universally 
beloved  and  respected.  His  services  were  avail- 
able alike  to  rich  and  poor,  and  there  are  hun- 
dreds of  people  in  the  city  who  will  bear  him  w 
grateful  remembrance. 


BENAJAH  GILBERT,  (deceased),  who  in  his 
lifetime  was  a prosperous  farmer  of  the 
town  of  Wilton,  was  born  in  South  Salem,  West- 
chester Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  25,  1815. 

After  obtaining  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools,  Mr.  Gilbert  attended  a select 
school  in  which  he  studied  the  classics,  and  later 
he  attended  Prof.  Hawley  Olmstead’s  academy 
in  Wilton.  For  a few  years  afterward  he  taught 
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school,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing. From  1843  to  1849  he  was  a resident  of 
Virginia,  and  in  1849-1850  was  in  the  coal  and 
timber  business  in  Ulster  county,  N.  Y. , in  the 
latter  year  going  to  Wilton,  Conn.,  and  purchas- 
ing a (arm.  He  after  that  was  engaged  in  agri- 
culture. During  training  days  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  a militia  company,  was  always  a strong 
Republican  in  politics,  and  held  several  of  the 
minor  offices  of  his  town,  having  been  treasurer 
thereof  for  seven  years,  and  filled  other  places  of 
honor  and  trust.  Early  in  his  life  he  united  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  while  he  lived  in 
Virginia  he  was  elder  of  the  Church  of  which  he 
was  a member.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Wilton,  and  was  a deacon  of  same.  In  1843  he 
marrje^  Fannie  M.  Keeler,  daughter  of  Isaiah 
and  Lucy  Keeler,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
armer  of  Wilton.  She  was  born  November  20, 
>813.  and  had  the  following  children:  Josiah, 
rn  July  15,  1845,  jn  Virginia;  George  K., 
born  December  19,  1846;  and  Charles  B.,  born 
l855'  L ®enaiab  Gilbert,  the  father, 

passed  from  earth  September  21,  1897. 
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Eunice , born  in  1 746,  and  they  became  the 

grandparents  of  our  subject ; Benajah  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  running  a sawmill.  Their 
children  were  as  follows  : Hannah  (1),  born 

August  5,  1770,  died  in  1775  ; Lois  ; John,  born 
in  1778,  died  young  ; Eunice  ; Hannah  (2) ; 
Rhoda  ; Eliza  ; Mary  and  Josiah. 

Josiah,  the  youngest  child,  was  the  father  of 
our  subject.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  South 
Salem,  N.  Y.,  and  was  there  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  most 
of  his  life,  and  he  also  ran  a sawmill  for  some 
years.  Politically,  he  was  a strong  Republican, 
and  held  several  minor  town  offices.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  South 
Salem,  and  was  an  elder  in  same.  He  married 
Miss  Sallie  Hoyt,  daughter  of  David  and  Rebecca 
Hoyt,  of  South  Salem,  N.  Y.,  and  by  her  had 
the  following  children  : Lucy,  who  married  Rich- 
ard Hoe ; Benajah,  who  married  Fannie  M. 
Keeler  ; John,  who  married  Miss  Sarah  C.  Ball ; 
Joseph,  who  married  Martha  J.  Crosby ; and 
Thomas,  who  married  Mary  L.  Lawrence. 


CHARLES  A.  HAWLEY  is  best  known  to  the 
citizens  of  Stamford  and  Fairfield  county. 
Conn. , as  the  president  of  the  Stamford  National 
Bank,  with  which  he  has  been  identified  for  over 
thirty  years,  and  which  he  has  served  in  his  pres- 
ent capacity  for  twenty  years.  He  is  a native  of 
that  thriving  city,  having  been  born  there  Novem- 
ber 5,  1821,  and  comes  from  a good  old  family  of 
Fairfield  county,  where  the  Hawleys  have  lived 
for  several  generations.  Mr.  Hawley’s  great- 
grandfather, Milton  Hawley,  lived  and  died  in  the 
town  of  Huntington,  this  county,  where  the 
grandfather,  Cyrus  Hawley,  was  born.  His  son, 
Charles  Hawley,  father  of  Charles  A.,  was  also 
born  in  the  town  of  Huntington,  in  that  part  now 
known  as  Monroe. 

Charles  Hawley  was  in  his  day  one  of  the 
bright  lights  of  the  legal  profession  m Fairfield 
county,  and  was  well  known  and  respected 
throughout  the  State  of  Connecticut.  His  boy- 
hood was  spent  in  Monroe,  where  he  received 
his  early  education,  attending  boarding  school, 
and  he  afterward  entered  Yale  University,  whence 
he  graduated  in  1816.  F.or  the  three  succeeding 
years  he  devoted  himself  to  preparation  for  the 
profession  he  had  decided  to  adopt,  attending  the 
then  famous  Litchfield  Law  School,  and  in  1819 
he  began  practice,  settling  in  Stamford.  His 
native  intellectual  gifts,  cultivated  in  the  best 
schools  of  the  day  and  vitalized  by  an  uncommon 
industry  and  capacity  for  work,  soon  won  for  him 
a foremost  position  at  the  Bar  of  Fairfield  county. 
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and  one  of  the  largest  and  most  lucrative  prac- 
tices of  his  time  and  place.  His  best  talents 
were  devoted  to  his  professional  work,  and  his 
eminence  as  a lawyer  and  jurist  best  filled  the 
measure  of  his  ambition  and  won  for  him  his 
greatest  successes — those  which  brought  to  him 
the  highest  gratification  as  well  as  more  sub- 
stantial rewards.  The  wide  scope  of  his  informa- 
tion, both  as  a student  of  general  literature  and  as 
a learned  lawyer,  his  shrewd  judgment  in  regard 
to  men  and  things,  the  clearness,  force  and  origi- 
nality of  his  style  as  a pleader  at  the  Bar — these 
and  many  other  characteristics  gave  him  a marked 
pre-eminence  among  the  leading  members  of  a 
profession  which,  in  his  time,  included  several 
who  for  learning,  eloquence  and  general  intel- 
lectual equipment  will  bear  no  unfavorable  com- 
parison with  the  foremost  men  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession in  the  present  day.  Ability  of  such  high 
order,  however,  could  not  go  unrecognized  by 
the  community  in  general,  and  in  1821  Mr.  Haw- 
ley was  elected  to  the  State  Assembly  as  repre- 
sentative from  the  town  of  Stamford.  In  this 
capacity  he  served  seven  sessions  up  to  1 829,  and 
in  1830  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  State  sena- 
tor from  the  Twelfth  district.  In  the  spring  of 
1838  his  name  was  placed  on  the  State  ticket  for 
lieutenant  governor,  his  election  followed,  and  he 
distinguished  himself  in  this,  as  in  other  walks  of 
life;  but  he  never  forsook  his  profession  for  the 
political  arena,  devoting  himself  to  it  exclusively 
for  many  years,  retiring  eventually  on  account  of 
advancing  age.  He  passed  away  January  23, 
1866,  at  his  home  in  Stamford,  living  to  see  the 
beginning  and  triumphal  end  of  the  great  Civil 
war,  in  which  his  country  was  engaged  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  and  his  death  was 
widely  mourned,  especially  in  the  town  of  his 
adoption.  Mr.  Hawley  was  married,  in  Stam- 
ford, to  Mary  S.  Holly,  daughter  of  David  Holly, 
and  their  family  consisted  of  eight  children,  viz. : 
Charles  A.;  Martha  C.,  who  is  in  Europe;  Jane 
D.  F.,  living  in  Stamford;  Marianna  (deceased); 
Emeline,  of  Stamford;  Elizabeth  K.,  in  Europe; 
Maria  A.  (deceased);  and  Francis  M. 

Charles  A.  Hawley  was  reared  in  Stamford, 
and  here  received  his  elementary  training,  attend- 
ing private  schools  in  this  town  and  a boarding 
school  in  the  town  of  Monroe.  For  some  time 
he  studied  in  the  office  of  William  T.  Minor, 
subsequently  entering  his  father’s  office,  and  at- 
tending to  his  private  business.  In  1866  he  be- 
came connected  with  the  Stamford  National 
Bank,  and  in  1878,  upon  the  death  of  John  W. 
Leeds,  he  was  chosen  president  of  that  concern, 
an  office  which  he  has  filled  continuously  to  the 
present  time.  The  Stamford  National  Bank  is 


the  successor  of  the  old  Stamford  Bank,  which 
was  chartered  by  the  State  in  1834,  and  the 
building,  which  stands  on  a triangle  lot  at  the 
junction  of  Main  and  Bank  streets,  is  one  of  the 
architectural  features  of  the  business  part  of  the 
town  of  Stamford.  The  interior  finish  is  admir- 
able, the  woodwork  being  of  cherry,  the  floors 
tiled,  and  all  the  appointments  tasteful  and  hand- 
some. The  main  floor  is  used  jointly  by  the 
Stamford  National  Bank,  the  Stamford  Savings 
Bank  and  the  Stamford  Safe  Deposit  Company, 
and  Mr.  Hawley  is  a director  in  the  last  named 
organization  and  vice-president  of  the  Stamford 
Savings  Bank.  He  is  also  connected  with  other 
Stamford  corporations,  and  is  in  the  foremost 
rank  of  the  successful  business  men  of  the  place, 
his  ability,  keen  judgment,  high  principles  and 
long  experience  in  financial  affairs  giving  his 
opinion  a value  in  commercial  circles  wherever 
he  is  known.  His  enterprise  and  unusual  quali- 
fications in  his  line  have  brought  to  him  the 
measure  of  success  in  business  life  which  his 
father  attained  in  the  legal  world,  and  he  is  in- 
deed a worthy  representative  of  one  of  Fairfield 
county’s  best  families,  and  a citizen  of  whom 
Stamford  may  well  be  proud. 

Mr.  Hawley  was  united  in  marriage,  Novem- 
ber 12,  1866,  in  Stamford,  to  Miss  Alice  E. 
Holly,  daughter  of  William  Wells  Holly.  They 
have  no  children.  They  attend  St.  John’s 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Hawley  is  a vestryman. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a . member  of  Union  Lodge,  F. 
& A.  M.,  of  Stamford. 


Luther  prescott  hubbard,  in  whom 

' was  worthily  represented  the  eighth  genera- 
tion of  a family  that  has  reflected  honor  to  citi- 
zenship and  credit  to  the  name  for  nearly  three 
centuries  in  New  England,  died  at  Greenwich, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  September  18,  1894. 

The  Hubbard  family  is  an  old  and  numerous 
one  in  New  England,  where  the  progenitors  in 
this  country  first  located.  It  comes  from  excel- 
lent English  stock,  and  is  one  whose  members 
have  filled  honorable  positions  in  England,  have 
occupied  important  political  positions,  and  main- 
tained throughout  high  rank  as  merchants,  bank- 
ers and  professional  men.  For  a long  time  a 
Hubbard  was  governor  of  the  Bank  of  England; 
some  have  occupied  seats  in  Parliament;  others 
have  been  distinguished  as  philanthropists  and 
for  acts  of  benevolence.  The  American  branch 
of  the  family  descends  from  three  brothers  who 
came  from  England  during  the  early  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century  and  settled  in  Connecticut, 
Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire.  Their  de- 
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scendants  are  scattered  over  the  entire  United 
States,  and  among  them  are  found  men  who 
have  filled  many  positions  of  honor,  trust  and 
responsibility  — such  as  judges,  governors  of 
States,  and  members  of  Congress.  For  many 
years,  Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard,  of  Boston,  was 
chairman  of  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the 
American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions. 

Luther  Prescott  Hubbard,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  biographical  notice,  descended  from  as 
follows: 

(I)  George  Hubbard  (one  of  the  three  broth- 
ers above  referred  to)  was  born  about  the  year 
1600  in  Somersetshire,  England,  and  on  coming 
to  America  settled  in  the  portion  of  Wethers- 
field, Conn.,  now  called  Glastonbury.  Lands 
were  assigned  to  him,  which  have  ever  since 
been  occupied  by  the  family.  He  was  a man  of 
considerable  note  in  the  colony,  and  at  its  com- 
mencement he  made  a deposition  respecting  the 
purchasing  from  the  Indians  of  the  lands  of 
Wethersfield  by  the  General  Court,  which  de- 
position was  ordered  to  be  printed.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  first  General  Court,  in  1638,  and 
of  several  subsequent  courts.  In  1644  he  re- 
moved to  Milford;  from  there,  in  1648,  to  Guil- 
ford. By  his  wife,  Mary,  he  had  four  sons  and 
five  daughters,  of  whom: 

(II)  John  resided  for  a time  in  Hadley,  Mass., 
whence  he  in  1660  removed  to  Hartford,  Conn. 
He  died  in  1705,  the  father  of  two  children,  the 
youngest  of  whom  was 

(III)  Jonathan,  born  January  3,  1659,  settled 
in  Concord,  Mas6.,  in  1680.  He  married  Han- 
nah Merriam,  of  that  locality,  a member  of  a 
noted  old  family  in  Colonial  days,  and  there  he 
died  in  1728,  the  father  of  eleven  children — seven 
sons  and  four  daughters — of  whom 

(IV)  Thomas,  the  ninth  child  and  sixth  son, 
was  born  August  27,  1696.  By  his  wife  Mary  he 
had  an  only  son, 

(V)  Nathan,  born  February  23,  1723-24,  at 
Concord,  Mass.  He  married  Mary  Patterson 
April  2,  1745,  and  by  her  had  a family  of  twelve 
children — three  sons  and  nine  daughters.  He 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  made  his  home 
in  Groton,  Mass.,  was  kind,  benevolent  and 
hospitable,  a man  of  irreproachable  character, 
and  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 

(VI)  Thomas,  the  eldest  child  of  the  above, 
was  born  December  28,  1745,  and  died  May  25, 
1807.  He  was  twice  married,  first  time  to  a 
Miss  Conant,  of  Townsend  (who  bore  him  one 
son,  Thomas),  and  on  October  1,  1 777,  he  wed- 
ded Miss  Lois  White,  of  Lancaster,  Mass.,  of 
one  of  the  first  families  of  the  town.  She  was 


born  April  30,  1747,  and  died  March  26,  1834, 
the  mother  of  the  following  children:  (1)  John, 

born  October  3,  1778,  died  November  8,  1845; 
he  was  a successful  farmer.  (2)  Abel,  born  Octo- 
ber 5,  1779,  died  November  3,  1852,  in  Boston, 
Mass. ; he  was  a prominent  builder,  and  erected 
in  Boston  some  of  the  best  dwellings  of  his  time. 
(3)  Nathan,  born  March  12,  1781,  died  in  Port- 
land, Maine,  in  1826.  (4)  Luther,  the  next  in 

order  of  birth,  will  be  more  fully  spoken  of 
farther  on.  (5)  Amos  and  (6)  Jonas  (twins), 
born  December  13,  1783.  Amos  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  a great  Bible  student,  and  a man 
of  unusual  general  information;  he  died  at  Am- 
hert,  N.  H.,  January  30,  1858.  Jonas  married, 
settled  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  died  about  1825, 
childless.  (7)  Hannah,  born  August  28,  1785, 
died  June  23,  1786.  (8)  Anna  was  born  January 

5.  1787.  (9)  Phineas,  born  March  8,  1789,  died 

January  23,  1852;  he  was  a mason  by  trade,  and 
also  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  Hopkinton, 
Mass.  (10)  Lucy,  born  March  20,  1791,  died 
February  10,  1832,  unmarried. 

(VII)  Luther,  commonly  known  as  “Major 
Hubbard,”  was  born  August  13,  1782,  and  died 
iu  Manchester,  N.  H.,  March  2,  1857.  For 
many  years  he  was  an  extensive  monument  dealer 
in  Hollis,  N.  H.,  doing  a large  business,  was 
widely  known  and  respected,  and  it  is  said  of 
him  that  “he  probably  never  had  an  enemy.” 
On  December  18,  1806,  he  was  married  to  Han- 
nah Russell,  who  was  born  July  9,  1781,  and 
died  at  Manchester,  N.  H.,  December  12,  1870, 
the  mother  of  the  following  named  children,  all 
born  at  Hollis,  N.  H.:  (1)  Luther  Prescott,  the 
eldest,  will  be  more  fully  spoken  of  farther  on. 
(2)  Mary  A.  was  born  December  25,  1808.  (3) 

Hannah,  born  November  9,  1811,  died  at  Hollis, 
N.  H.,  May  18,  1834.  (4)  Thomas,  born  No- 

vember 20,  1813,  died  July  21,  1815.  (5)  Thomas 
Russell,  born  October  15,  1817,  was  a typical 
self-made  man,  having  risen  from  a farm  hand  to 
a merchant  in  Nashua,  N.  H.;  for  a time  he  was 
in  business  at  Fall  River,  Mass.,  thence  moved 
to  Manchester,  N.  H.,  where  he  purchased  a 
a sash,  door  and  blind  factory,  with  a lumber 
business  in  connection,  and  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful; he  built  lor  himself  a magnificent  home 
in  Manchester,  and  owned  also  a cottage  at  Rye 
Beach,  where  the  family  spent  the  summers. 
His  aged  parents  died  at  his  home.  He  served 
as  an  alderman  of  Manchester,  and  for  two  con- 
secutive terms  represented  that  city  in  the  State 
Legislature.  (6)  William,  born  November  3, 
1821,  died  at  Fall  River,  Mass.,  in  1848.  (7) 

Sarah  C.,  born  October  30,  1824,  was  the 
youngest. 
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(VIII)  Luther  Prescott  Hubbard,  born  June 
30,  1808,  at  Hollis,  N.  H.,  attended  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  place,  after  which  he  was 
for  a short  time  a pupil  at  the  Pinkerton  Acad- 
emy. He  was  twice  married,  first  time  Novem- 
ber 28,  1832,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ogden  Johnson, 
born  September  11,  1812,  in  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  W.  and  Mary  A.  (Wood- 
ruff) Johnson,  and  children  as  follows  came  to 
this  union,  all  born  in  New  York  City:  Theodore 
Frelinghuysen,  born  March  16,  1834,  died  De- 
cember 27,  1840;  John  Cleveland,  born  April 
20,  1836,  died  January  22,  1841;  and  Luther 
Prescott,  Jr.,  born  January  20,  1840,  now  treas- 
urer of  the  Pillsbury-Washburn  Flour  Mills 
Company.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
December  29,  1840.  She  was  a woman  of  ex- 
cellent social  qualities  and  rare  personal  beauty. 
On  November  29,  1848,  Luther  P.  Hubbard 
married  Miss  Mary  Cummings  Tenney,  who  was 
born  in  Hollis,  N.  H.,  November  19,  1819,  a 
daughter  of  Hon.  Ralph  E.  and  Phoebe  Colburn 
(Smith)  Tenney.  A brief  record  of  the  children 
by  this  marriage  is  as  follows:  (1)  Frederick  A. 
is  the  eldest;  (2)  Miss  Mary  Tenney  was  born  in 
Hollis,  N.  H.,  October  12,  1855;  (3)  John 
Theodore,  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  October  2, 
1857,  died  February  2,  1882  (he  was  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.)  ; (4) 
William  Norris,  born  November  2,  i860,  at 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  is  a physician  in  New  York 
City;  (5)  Benjamin  Farley,  born  at  Greenwich, 
Conn.,  January  20,  1863,  died  in  1884,  at 
Greenwich.  He  was  a very  brilliant  young  man, 
and  when  he  was  but  twenty-one  years  old  his 
writings  appeared  prominently  in  the  New  York 
Observer , The  Christian  Union , and  other  re- 
ligious papers. 

In  his  early  manhood  Luther  Prescott  Hub- 
bard was  a stone  cutter,  working  on  the  Bunker 
Hill  monument,  “ Tremont  House,”  Quincy 
Market,  and  other  buildings  in  Boston,  and, 
later,  was  a contractor  for  stone  work  in  New 
York  City.  But  more  than  sixty  years  of  his 
life  was  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  sailors, 
being  connected  with  the  Bible  Society,  and  the 
New  York  Port  Society.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  had  been  for  thirty-four  years  the  finan- 
cial agent  of  the  American  Seamen’s  Friend  So- 
ciety. He  had  also  been  for  forty  years  the 
honored  secretary  of  the  New  England  Society 
in  the  City  of  New  York.  James  C.  Carter,  in 
eulogizing  their  late  secretary,  said  to  the  So- 
ciety: “ His  unostentatious  life,  free  from  all 

selfish  ambitions,  filled  with  industry,  with  de- 
votion, with  usefulness,  in  which  every  duty  to 
God  and  man  was  faithfully  performed these 


eighty-six  years  without  a stain — this  constitutes 
of  itself  an  achievement,  a noble  accomplish- 
ment, of  which  his  family,  his  children,  and 
we,  his  associates  and  friends,  may  well  be 
proud.” 

Mr.  Hubbard  was  for  several  terms  warden 
of  the  borough  of  Greenwich,  and  he  was  a 
member  of  the  standing  committee  and  for  a 
number  of  years  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  Sec- 
ond Congregational  Church.  But  he  never 
sought  office  or  position.  He  enjoyed  his  books 
and  his  friends,  the  latter  easily  made  and  never 
abandoned,  and  they  could  always  depend  upon 
him.  His  recollection  of  faces,  names  and  dates 
was  remarkable.  While  strong  in  his  opinions, 
he  was  courteous  and  charitable  toward  those 
with  whom  he  disagreed,  and  his  voice  was  often 
heard  in  debate,  in  town,  school  and  Church 
meetings,  but  no  one  ever  saw  him  lose  his  tem- 
per. He  possessed  considerable  literary  ability, 
and  for  many  years  was  a regular  contributor 
to  the  “ Sailors  Magazine,”  the  New  York  Ob- 
server, and  other  periodicals  and  papers.  In 
1872  he  published  a volume  entitled  “Descend- 
ants of  George  Hubbard  from  1600.”  He  also 
published  in  the  year  1872  a circular  entitled 
••  How  a Smoker  got  a Home,”  editions  of  which 
have  appeared  annually,  and  have  been  spread 
broadcast  throughout  this  and  foreign  countries, 
and  since  his  death  have  been  circulated  by  the 
W.  C.  T.  U.  Therein  Mr.  Hubbard  gives  his 
own  experience  with  tobacco  as  both  a chewer 
and  smoker.  He  says  he  began  the  use  of  to- 
baccco  at  the  early  age  of  twelve  years,  chewing 
first,  then  smoking,  and  continued  a slave  to  the 
habit  several  years,  or  until  he  united  with  the 
Church,  when  he  soon  afterward  abandoned 
both  indulgences,  and,  to  use  his  own  words, 
“was  emancipated  from  a slavery  worse  than 
Egyptian  bondage.”  He  now  saved  up  the 
money  that  he  would  otherwise  have  spent  in 
tobacco,  and  in  course  of  time  purchased,  with 
the  accumulated  savings,  a beautiful  property  in 
Greenwich,  commanding  a fine,  view  of  Long 
Island  Sound.  Some  interesting  statistics  are 
also  given  by  him  in  the  “Circular,”  from  which 
we  glean  the  following:  “My  smoking  was 

moderate  compared  with  that  of  many,  only  six 
cigars  a day  at  six  and  one-quarter  cents  each, 
equal  to  $1 36. 50  per  annum,  which  at  seven  per 
cent,  interest  for  sixty-one  years,  amounts  to  the 
small  fortune  of  $118,924.26.”  Continuing, 
Mr.  Hubbard,  says:  “ Great  as  this  saving  has 

been,  it  is  not  to  be  compared  with  improved 
health,  a clear  head  and  steady  hand,  at  the  age 
of  over  eighty-five  years,  and  entire  freedom 
from  desire  for  tobacco  in  any  form.” 
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PILLIAM  D.  B.  FERRIS  (deceased).  The 

future  historian  will  have  in  this  volume 

a veritable  “treasure  trove,”  preserving  as  it 
does  in  substantial  form  the  histories  of  the  men 
and  women  who  have  been  and  are  prominent 
in  various  lines  of  progress.  In  the  following 
sketch  mention  is  made  of  the  Ferris  and  Black- 
man families,  whose  names  are  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  in  this  section,  having  always 
been  associated  with  the  sterling  qualities  that 
constitute  good  citizenship. 

The  late  William  David  Baldwin  Ferris,  who 
was  for  many  years  a leading  agriculturist  of 
Newtown,  was  a great-grandson  of  Squire  Zach- 
ariah  Ferris,  a prominent  pioneer  of  that  locality. 
The  Ferris  homestead,  a fine  estate  near  New- 
town village,  has  been  occupied  successively  by 
five  generations  in  a direct  line,  as  follows:  (i) 

Zachariah  Ferris  (great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject); (2)  Abel  Ferris  (the  grandfather),  who  died 
May  2t,  1824,  aged  seventy-two  years,  five 
months,  eleven  days,  and  Abiah,  his  wife,  who 
died  September  10,  1842,  aged  seventy-nine 
years;  (3)  Gideon  Baldwin  Ferris  (the  father  of 
our  subject);  (4)  William  D.  B.  Ferris;  and  (5) 
George  B.  (now  deceased),  son  of  the  last  named, 
the  hne  of  descent  is  traced  through  Jeffrey 
Ferns,  a pioneer  of  Greenwich,  to  England  and 
mnce  The  members  of  the  Ferris  family  have 
S**"  coanect?d  with  agricultural  pur- 
have'ta^  M substantlal  and  progressive  citizens 

J"  I ■ ? *CtT  part  in  local  aflairs-  be>ng 

relieious  work  and  in  the 
recording  EpiScopal  faith-  Besides  the 
S ZZ  C6metery  of  Abel  end  Abiah 
John  Feme  Vi6"’  o*6  found  the  following: 
J,S  a'T  ' .led  1,758-  Abraham  ^rris  died 
he  wife  years;  Mrs-  Betsy  Ferris, 

Zn ^ loh  iUgUr28'  ,759.  aged  thirty-six 

>850,  aged  sixty  yeareWr,S  ^ SePtember  2I, 
ject,  '“**?*.  Ferris’  the  father  of  our  sub- 
1849.  His  wife  n?‘  iand  died  SePtember  7, 
spring  of  186s  w’  barlotte.  who  died  in  the 
throp,  and  CTanHH  3 dau6hter  of  William  Nor- 
ths owner  of  a la*”8  t6F  °*  ^av'd  Northrop, 
wel' District!  town  0f  N a,Ct  °f  'and  in  HoP 
"in  and  Charlotte  F e.wt°wa-  Gideon  Bald- 
Marriet,  born  Drohahf™8  had  three  obildren: 
Starr  P bT  ln  >815,  who  married 


^SkidZe^^  1 ® 1 5 ■ who  married 
lsm  David  Ba’ldwfe,  Wheeler  Skidmore;  Will- 
beers.  who  died  Anri’l  f U!o  subiect!  and  Jarec 
0De  month  and  nine  day’s  aged  three  years 
William  n d r . 

i823,  at  the  old  hom«*'S  a*5  born  February  14 


a good  English  education  in  the  Newtown  Acad- 
emy and  in  a private  school  at  Taunton  conducted 
by  Mr.  Peck,  in  which  institution  he  continued 
his  studies  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  and  as  he  was  always  fond  of  reading  he 
became  more  than  ordinarily  well-informed.  He 
inherited  a portion  of  the  estate  of  his  parents, 
and  later  purchased  the  interest  of  his  sister. 
About  1864  he  bought  the  Capt.  Hart  Shepard 
farm  of  100  acres,  to  which  he  soon  added  some 
sixty  acres,  making  in  all  nearly  three  hundred 
acres  owned  by  him.  In  1 869  he  removed  to  the 
last  mentioned  farm,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  his  death  on  July  12,  1885.  He  was  a man 
of  excellent  judgment,  and  while  by  disposition 
he  was  retiring  and  modest  he  was  enterprising 
as  a business  man  and  progressive  as  a citizen. 
Politically,  he  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party,  but  official  honors  had  no  charms  for  him. 
For  many  years  he  was  a leading  member  of 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church  at  Newtown,  with 
which  his  family  is  still  identified. 

On  November  25,  1857,  Mr.  Ferris  was  mar- 
ried, by  Rev.  Mr.  Early,  to  Miss  Maria  Louise 
Blackman.  Three  children  were  born  to  this 
union:  (1)  George  Blackman,  born  June  16, 

1864,  was  married  January  8,  1890,  to  Miss 
Bertha  E.  Clark,  daughter  of  Albert  Clark,  of 
Trumbull,  this  county,  and  five  children  were 
born  to  them,  their  names  with  dates  of  birth 
being  as  follows:  Elsie  Clark,  February  10,  1891; 
Herbert  Curtis,  April  20,  1892;  George  Mallett, 
September  25,  1893;  Arthur  Judson,  April  14, 
1895;  and  Charles  Blackman,  August  17,  1897. 
The  father  of  these  died  January  31,  1899,  of 
pneumonia,  the  result  of  a severe  cold,  and  the 
sympathy  of  the  entire  community  went  out  in 
unstinted  measure  to  the  widowed  mother  in  her 
affliction.  He  was  an  industrious,  successful 
farmer,  and  an  honest  straightforward  citizen. 
(2)  Charles  David,  bom  January  12,  1867,  now 
occupies  the  Shepard  homestead.  (3)  Hattie 
Louise,  born  October  14,  1875,  resides  at  home 
with  her  mother. 

Mrs.  Maria  L.  Ferris  was  born  April  26, 
1835,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  a daughter  of 
Donald  Blackman  and  a granddaughter  of  Jo- 
seph Blackman,  a prominent  resident  of  New- 
town, who  owned  an  extensive  tract  of  land  in 
what  was  known  as  “The  Rackets”.  Donald 
Blackman  was  born  September  15,  1804,  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Albert  Turner,  and  died 
in  Trumbull  township,  this  county,  March  7, 
1866,  in  his  sixty-second  year.  He  inherited  a 
portion  of  his  father’s  homestead,  and  later  ac- 
quired by  purchase  the  interest  of  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Peck  Blakeslee.  For  some  time  after  his  mar- 
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riage,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  years 
spent  at  Carmel,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  he  made 
his  home  there,  but  in  1840  he  bought  a farm  of 
about  eighty  acres  in  Trumbull  township,  this 
county,  where  he  resided  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  He  was  a thorough-going,  energetic  busi- 
ness man,  meeting  with  success  in  his  various  en- 
terprises, and  accumulated  a handsome  property. 
In  politics  he  vyas  a Democrat,  taking,  however, 
no  active  part  in  public  affairs,  yet  his  interest  in 
local  advancement  was  shown  in  many  ways, 
and  during  his  life  he  did  much  for  the  cause  of 
religion,  being  especially  identified  with  the 
work  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Oa  February 
to,  1833,  he  was  married,  by  Rev.  S.  Stratton, 
to  Miss  Louisa  Platt,  daughter  of  Eli  and  Betsey 
(Underhill)  Platt.  She  passed  to  the  unseen  life 
August  6,  1896,  having  survived  her  husband 
many  years.  They  had  four  daughters,  viz.:  (1) 
Maria  Louise  (Mrs.  Ferris);  Harriett  Brown,  born 
November!,  1839,  was  married  January  io,  1861, 
to  David  Curtis,  of  Newtown,  and  died  July  30, 
1869,  aged  twenty-nine  years  and  nine  months; 
they  had  two  children — one  that  died  in  infancy, 
and  Lottie  A.,  born  in  1866,  who  died  in  1868. 
(3)  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  June  22,  1845,  be- 
came the  second  wife  of  David  Curtis;  they  had 
one  child,  Hattie  Louise,  bom  in  1873,  who  died 
in  1891.  (4)  Charlotte  Augusta,  born  Novem- 

ber 22,  1 846, died  June  1 6,  1866. 


FREDERICK  A.  HUBBARD  is  a native  of 
Jr  Hollis,  Hillsboro  Co.,  N.  H.  born  No- 
vember 17,  1851.  Since  the  age  of  seven 

years,  however,  he  has  resided  in  Green- 
wich. He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  in  the  local  academy,  of  which  latter  institu- 
tion Prof.  Frank  Shepard  was  then  the  princi- 
pal. After  graduating  from  school,  he  entered 
upon  the  study  of  law  with  the  firm  of  Evarts, 
Southmayd  & Choate,  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
two  years  later  entering  the  Law  School  of  the 
University  of  the  City  of  New  York  ; graduating 
in  the  class  of  1875  with  the  degree  of  LL.B. 

Mr.  Hubbard  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
the  State  of  New  York  in  1875,  and,  later  in  the 
same  year  in  Connecticut,  whereupon  he  opened 
an  office  in  Greenwich,  where  he  has  since  been 
active  and  successful  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. Mr.  Hubbard,  though  often  importuned 
to  accept,  has  never  held  any  public  office.  In 
National  matters  a Republican,  in  local  matters 
the  ties  of  party  rest  lightly  on  his  shoulders. 
Being  by  nature  a methodical  man,  and  having 
inherited  from  his  New  Hampshire  stock  a thor- 
ough dislike  for  waste,  his  criticisms  upon  the 


methods  of  public  officials  are  often  outspoken 
and  sometimes  expressed  with  vigor  ; but  the  re- 
sult to  the  body  politic  has  been  admirable.  He 
is  a man  of  means,  and  this,  with  the  natural  in- 
dependence of  his  character,  has  made  him  a 
power  for  good  in  governmental  matters. 

In  business  he  is  strict,  accurate  and  industri- 
ous, carefully  guarding  the  interests  of  clients; 
preferring  an  office  practice  to  the  vexations  of 
the  Court  room,  he  yet  controls  a large  propor- 
tion of  Greenwich  litigation.  Notwithstanding 
he  is  so  engrossed  in  business,  he  has  always  de- 
voted a considerable  time  to  literary  pursuits ; 
from  a young  man  he  has  been  a contributor  to 
periodicals  and  newspapers,  and  his  friends  feel 
that  he  would  have  made  his  mark  in  literature 
if  he  had  not  devoted  himself  so  closely  to  his 
profession.  His  home  surroundings  indicate  the 
man — a well-selected  library  of  standard  works 
with  choice  bric-a-brac  and  curios. 

On  August  1,  1883,  Mr.  Hubbard  was  mar- 
ried to  Agnes  Helena  Waterbury,  daughter  of 
George  P.  and  Ellen  F.  (June)  Waterbury. 
Mrs.  Hubbard  is  a musician  of  merit,  and  her 
grace  and  housewifely  qualities  serve  to  make 
their  domestic  life  bright  and  cultured.  Two 
sons — Carleton  Waterbury,  born  April  25,  1884, 
and  Drexel  Tenney,  born  August  22,  1886 — 
give  promise  of  being  men  worthy  of  the  family 
traditions.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbard  are 
active  members  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Church. 

Mr.  Hubbard  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Fratern- 
ity, and  for  more  than  twenty  years  has  been  a 
member  of  the  local  Masonic  Lodge,  Acacia  No. 
85.  He  is  also  a life  member  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Society  of  the  City  of  New  York.  In  the 
borough,  and  everything  pertaining  to  its  progress- 
iveness and  welfare,  he  takes  keen  interest.  He 
has  been  interested  in  real  estate  in  Greenwich, 
and  is  one  of  the  largest  tax-payers  in  the  borough. 
He  is  a trustee  in  the  Greenwich  Savings  Bank, 
and  for  several  years  has  been  its  counsel. 

Take  him  all  in  all,  Mr.  Hubbard  shows,  in 
his  every-day  walk  of  life,  many  of  the  traits  of 
his  sturdy  New  England  ancestry,  modified  by 
the  more  active  life  and  bustle  of  the  closing  days 
of  the  Nineteenth  Century. 


PROFESSOR  BENEDICT  STARR,  of  Dan- 

bury.  The  Starr  family  is  one  of  the  oldest 

in  this  section,  and  the  distinguished  educator 
whose  name  opens  this  sketch  is  of  the  sixth  gen- 
eration in  direct  descent  from  Capt.  Josiah  Starr, 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  town  of  Danbury,  and 
of  the  eighth  generation  from  Dr.  Comfort  Starr 
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who  came  from  Ashford,  England,  about  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  died  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  January  2,  1659. 

It  is  not  known  how  long  the  Starr  family  had 
their  home  at  Ashford,  and  the  earliest  record  in 
existence  connected  with  the  name  is  that  of  the 
baptism  of  Margaret  Starr,  January  5,  1 583.  Ash- 
ford, once  called  the  “ Manor  of  Esshetford,”  is 
a small  town  forty-five  miles  southeast  of  Lon- 
don, in  the  county  of  Kent,  a locality  famous 
from  the  earliest  period  of  English  history  as  the 
battle-ground  between  the  sons  of  the  soil  and 
hordes  of  invaders  of  various  nationalities.  The 
most  conspicuous  building  in  the  little  town,  and 
one  of  especial  interest  to  us,  is  the  grey  old 
parish  church,  known  as  “St.  Mary’s.”  It  is  a 
large  structure,  with  three  aisles,  three  chancels, 
a transept  and  a beautiful  stone  tower,  and  the 
date  of  its  erection  is  now  only  to  be  surmised. 
Among  its  ancient  tombs  are  some  bearing  the 
dates  of  1490,  1564,  and  1591,  and  these  must 
have  seemed  to  Dr.  Comfort  Starr  as  old  and  re- 
mote as  are  our  Colonial  relics  to  us,  when  he 
worshiped  within  the  stately  building.  He  was 
evidently  a man  of  standing,  as  in  1631  he  was 
warden  of  St.  Mary’s  Church.  At  a vestry  meet- 
ing held  in  1634  it  was  voted  that  “ Cpmfort 
should  lehd  to  Jno.  Langford  the  sum  of  ^12  on 
the  security  of  his  house,  it  being  copyhold.”  In 
1634,  odly  a short  time  before  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica, Tie  was  one  of  the  committee  to  make  repairs 
upon  the  old  edifice.  Dr.  Comfort  Starr  was  a 
“ chirurgeon  ” (or  surgeon  as  the  word  is  now 
spelled  and  pronounced),  and  seems  to  have  been 
a man  of  wealth,  as  he  owned  an  estate  at  Ash- 
ford, which  he  retained  until  his  death.  When 
he  came  to  (the  New  World  he  brought  three 
servants,  which  a man  of  small  means  could 
hardly  have  afforded  in  those  days,  tiis  wife, 
Elizabeth,  died  June  25,  1658,  aged  sixty-three, 
and,  as  has  been  noted,  he  passed  away  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.  They  had  eight  children,  all  born 
in  England:  Thomas,  born  16 — ; Elizabeth, 
bom  1621;  Comfort,  born  1624;  Mary,  born  16 — ; 
John,  bom  16 — ; Samuel,  baptized  March  2, 
1628, buried  April  16,  1633,  in  Ashford,  England; 
Hannah,  baptized  July  22,  1632;  Lydia,  baptized 
March  22,  1634. 

II.  Thomas  Starr,  the  eldest  son  of  Comfort, 
evidently  lived  in  Duxbury,  Scituate,  Yarmouth, 
and  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  where  in  1654  he  was 
clerk  of  the  Writs,  and  he  died  there  October  26, 
1658-  He  was  a householder,  with  small  in- 
come. Of  his  wife  it  is  only  known  that  her 
name  was  Rachel,  and  it  is  probable  that  she 
went,  after  his  death,  with  her  younger  children 

to  Hempstead,  L.  I.  Their  children  were: 
7 


Samuel,  bom  1640;  Comfort,  born  1644;  Eliza- 
beth, born  1646;  Benjamin,  born  February  6, 
1647-48;  Jehosaphat,  born  January  12,  1649-50; 
Constant,  born  1652,  died  October  5,  1654,  at 
Charlestown;  William,  born  March  18,  1654-55, 
died  December  13,  1659,  at  Charlestown;  and 
Josiah,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  Danbury 
branch. 

ill.  Capt.  Josiah  Starr,  the  youngest  son  of 
Dr.  Thomas,  was  bom  September  I,  1657,  in 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  and  was  an  infant  when  his 
father  died.  He  was  one  of  the  seven  patentees 
named  in  1702  when  town  privileges  Were  granted 
to  Danbury,  and  was  elected  the  first  town  clerk, 
the  second  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  after- 
ward surveyor.  In  1710  he  was  commissioned 
lieutenant,  in  1713  captain  of  the  first  company 
or  “train  band,”  and  for  three  years  he  was 
justice  of  Fairfield  county.  In  1762  he  was 
elected  deputy  to  the  “General  Court,”  a posi- 
tion of  great  honor  and  distinction,  to  which  he 
was  annually  chosen  as  long  as  he  lived.  He 
died  January  14,  1715-16,  and  was  interred  in 
the  anciertt  burial  place  in  the  rear  of  the  present 
jail,  rtis  wife  Rebekah  died  July  15,  1739,  aged 
seVenty-four  years,  and  was  buried  beside  her 
husband.  Their  children  were:  Thomas,  born 
16 — ; Benjamin,  bom  1683;  John,  born  1684; 
Hannah,  who  married  a Mr.  Dibble  and  had  two 
sons;  Rachel,  born  in  1690,  and  married  Capt. 
John  Benedict;  Josiah,  born  1693;  Samuel,  the 
great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject;  and  Com- 
fort, born  October  20,  1706,  and  died  May  11, 
1 763,  leaving  £800  by  will  to  the  city  of  Dan- 
bury for  the  perpetual  maintenance  of  a school 
there,  the  instructor  to  be  capable  of  teaching 
Latin  and  Greek  as  well  as  the  “three  R’s.” 

IV.  Samuel  Starr,  son  of  Captain  Josiah, 
was  bom  in  Danbury  about  1700,  and  married 
Abigail  Dibble,  who  died  July  24,  1791,  aged 
eighty-eight  years.  They  had  six  children,  viz. : 
Samuel,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather;  Rachel, 
who  died  August  12,  1824;  Silvanus,  born  1736; 
Caleb,  born  February,  1739;  Abigail,  who  died 
November  27,  1767,  in  her  twenty-sixth  year; 
and  Peter,  born  September  17,  1744. 

V.  Samuel  Starr,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born 
July  28,  1732,  and  died  of  smallpox  October  18, 
1770.  He  was  married  April  1,  1752,  to  Ann 

, born  November  5,  1731,  and  they  had 

eleven  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth 
and  death  are  here  given:  Noah,  March  24, 

1753.  17—;  Abigail,  July  22,  1754,  May,  1813; 
Sarah,  March  27,  1756,  January  30,  1819;  Ann, 
November  7,  1757,  October,  1827;  Peter,  No- 
vember I (?),  1759.  April  13,  1812;  Platt,  July 
29,  1761,  17—;  Hannah,  June  29,  1.763,  Febrti- 
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1765. 


May,  1813; 
July  11, 
April  1 , 


and  the 
Deborah 


ary,  1828;  Eunice,  August, 

Mary,  August  1,  I767-  1 7 1 Olive. 

1769,  December  2,  1833;  Samuel, 

1771,  18— 

VI.  Peter  Starr,  son  of  Samuel, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  married 
Smith  or  Weed  (?),  who  died  May  6,  1812,  aged 
fifty-one  years.  Five  children  were  born  to 
them:  Smith.  October  3.  » 7« 41  Rory.  Ju|y  22- 
1786;  Anna,  born  June  29,  1788,  died  July  20, 
1844;  Harry,  July  26,  1795.  and  Orlando,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1804. 

VII.  Rory  Starr.son  of  Peter,  and  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Ridgebury  Parish,  and 
received  a common-school  education.  He  was  a 
great  reader,  with  a wonderful  memory,  and  was 
noted  as  a man  of  few  words  and  many  deeds. 

He  possessed  decided  mechanical  genius,  and  for 
many . years  followed  carpentering  in  Danbury, 
where  he  framed  the  first  house  put  together  by 
the  square  rule,  now  the  common  method,  but 
then  considered  impossible.  He  was  greatly  in- 
terested in  reading  of  the  invention  of  the  circu- 
lar saw  in  England,  and  was  the  first  to  put  it 
into  practical  operation  here.  He  dammed  a 
small  stream  that  ran  through  his  grounds,  built 
a mill,  and  put  up  a circular  saw  and  turning 
lathe  to  run  by  power,  and  numbers  of  people 
from  far  and  near  came  to  see  these  wonderful 
inventions.  This  mill  was  the  beginning  of  the 
business  carried  on  successfully,  many  years  by 
himself,  next  by  his  son  George,  and  now,  1897, 
by  his  nephew,  Daniel  Starr,  who  has  conducted 
it  for  twenty  years.  Rory  Starr  represented  the 
town  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1831-1832- 
1833,  and  was  a member  of  the  Senate  one  year. 
An  active  Christian,  he  was  for  years  a local 
preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
throughout  his  life  he  exerted  a wide  influence 
for  good.  He  married  Sarah,  twin  daughter  of 
Stephen  Bronson  and  Eunice  Wildman  Bene- 
dict. She  was  born  April  23,  1790,  and  died 
April  30,  1S50;  and  his  own  death  occurred  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1845.  Of  their  five  children,  William, 
born  April  12,  1813,  was  learning  the  trade  of 
printer  in  Bridgeport,  when  he  died  November 
13,  1830;  George,  born  August  26,  1815,  car- 
ried on  the  business  established  by  his  father, 
for  many  years.  He  was  twice  elect'ed  to  repre- 
sent his  town  in  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  in 
1858  and  1861;  Peter,  born  May  23,  1820,  was 
scalded,  and  died  March  7,  1823,  from  his  in- 
juries; Benedict,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below;  Mary,  born  March 
5,  1828,  was  married  July  13,  1852,  to  Noah 
Knapp  Barnum,  who  was  born  December  24, 
1824,  the  son  of  Darius  and  Maria  Knapp  Bar- 


num. He  was  a prosperous  merchant  in  Savan- 
nah, Ga.,  before  the  Civil  war,  and  later  con- 
ducted a mercantile  business  in  New  York  City. 

Professor  Starr  was  born  August  4,  1822,  at 
the  old  family  residence  on  Elm  street,  Dan- 
bury and  his  education  was  begun  in  the 
schools  of  that  city.  In  1838  he  entered  the 
seminary  at  Amenia,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
from  1846  to  1844  he  pursued  a course  in  the 
Wesleyan  University  at  Middletown,  Conn.  On 
graduating  from  that  institution  he  taught  two 
years  in  the  academy  at  Danbury,  and  then  con- 
ducted a private  school  in  the  same  place  for 
two  years.  In  1849  he  went  to  Newark,  N-  J*» 
to  teach  in  the  Wesleyan  Institute,  where  he 
remained  until  1856.  and  for  two  years  of  this 
time  he  was  principal.  His  next  work  was  in 
the  Wesleyan  Female  College  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  where  he  spent  five  years  as  Professor  ol 
Mathematics.  In  1861  he  established  a private 
school  at  Hamilton,  Ohio,  but  he  left  this  posi- 
tion in  1866  to  establish  “Starr’s  Institute,  a 
boys’  boarding  school,  in  the  village  of  Seven 
Mile,  Butler  Co. , Ohio.  With  his  marked  ability 
as  a teacher  and  disciplinarian,  developed  by  ex- 
tensive and  varied  experience,  he  could  not  fail 
of  success  in  such  an  enterprise,  and  he  retnaine 
there  eighteen  years,  building  up  in  the  mean- 
time a flourishing  institution.  After  an  in*erva 
of  rest,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  his  wife,  e 
resumed  his  professional  labors,  going  to  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.,  in  the  spring  of  1887,  to  fill  a 
place  in  the  university  there  during  the  absence 
of  one  of  the  professors.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  returned  to  Danbury,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  private  teaching.  He  is  a mem- 


ber of  the  board  of  education  in  his  city, 
spends  much  of  his  time  among  the  local  schoo  s. 
As  there  are  seventy-five  teachers  in  the  town- 
ship, the  task  of  visiting  each  is  no  light  one, 
but  Professor  Starr  has  done  a most  effective 
work  in  counseling  and  inspiring  these  faithiu 
and  hardworking  instructors. 

While  the  Professor  is  not  a politician,  he  has 
always  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  an 
is  a steadfast  supporter  of  its  principles.  is 
an  ardent  advocate  of  the  temperance  cause, 


He  is 
and 


an  di  ucik  au  vuv-a it  ui  tub  - . 

for  many  years  was  connected  with  the  Sons  o 
Temperance  and  the  Temple  of  Honor.  Earl 
in  life  he  united  with  the  M.  E.  Church,  an 
wherever  he  has  lived  he  has  taken  deep  interes 
the  denomination,  serving  1 
that  of  steward.  As 
Sunday-school  superintendent  he  has  ever  gi'en 
assistance  to  the  cause  in  different  places. 

On  April  8.  1846,  Professor  Starr  marnea 
Miss  Frances  Eliza  Andrews,  who  was  born  m 


in  the  work  of 
various  offices,  including 
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Danbury,  November  7,  1819,  a daughter  of  Capt. 
Oliver  Andrews  and  his  wife,  formerly  Mrs.  Eliza 
Feny  Raymond.  Mrs.  Starr  died  in  Danbury, 
April  20,  1885,  leaving  one  son,  Oliver  Andrews 
Starr.  A daughter,  Sarah  Frances,  born  March 
to,  1857,  died  September  28,  1859. 

Oliver  A.  Starr  was  born  November  1,  1848, 
and  went  to  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1871,  as  salesman 
and  bookkeeper  for  a business  firm,  and  remained 
until  1893,  when  he  engaged  in  the  shoe  business 
at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Starr  & Spaulding.  In  1890,  he  married  Miss 
Annie  Hook,  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  a daughter 
of  Aaron  and  Anstrice  (Levey)  Hook,  of  Boston, 


gLONZO  SETH  WHEELER,  president  o 
f*  , Saugatuck  Manufacturing  Company,  a 
°De  of  the  Iar6est  business  firms  it 

em Z I’J l ? ma“  °f  marked  ability  and  en 

wKk  d hl8many  lnventions  in  connectior 

p rts  of  S'r/;™  in  Practical  use  in  al 
Sacle  tb  Sti!teS-  Alth0D^h  he  is 

em  and  Jr  m merly'  theimPresa  of  his  en 
nlanaeemei>t  remains  upon  tht 
bT!-'?66™  in  which  he  has  so  long 
business  h’*-  aC,t0r’  hlS  connecti°n  with  the 
than  sixty* years.  ***  continuoosIy  for  more 

counts:  T"?.  one  ®f  ‘be  first  in  this 
buttons,  and  foffZv  * mani!facture  covered 
buttons  made  bv  th'  yfiyea^ tbe  sdk  and  velvet 
Among  the  haVe  beenin  demand, 

the  "rivet  nanefk  taken  out  by  him  « °ne  for 
lar  throughout  theV00  wbicb 's  1,0 w so  popu- 
this  and  his  other  A ountD’.  and  the  success  of 
large  the  trade  haS  done  much  to  en‘ 

‘^company  S a,dvance  the  reputation  of 
building,  and  the  „« , a large  brick 

is  shipped  to  thesis  er  portion  of  the  product 
New  York,  althourff"*^  °,ffices  in  Broadway, 
the  United  Statef  ** fr0m  a11  sectio“®  of 
[^thefacto™63^!  at  ?.ames  filled  directly 
hy  members  oP the  Wh«i°Ck(  ls.!led  exclusively 
Jert’s  son,  E.  Sterne  wu  V *a™  y>  and  our  sub- 

S*,“y  and  treasurer  ^TheV™  SerV1'"g  “ 
tabhshed  in  ]«,,  . ' ^ he  business  was  es- 

|he  firm  name  of  Hnni,aUgiLt?ck’  ^onn-  > under 
If  being  the  innior  P mS  & Wheeler.  our  sub- 
°f  ,86°  it  was  re(l,ovLarttner'  and  in  ‘he  spring 

agme,«ing  Changed  t dE%Sa“p‘uck,  the  6rm 

i875'  when  articfes  E‘  S'  Wheeler  & Co.  In 
Z the  Present  „ai'nCOrp0ration  were  taken 
brot?  the  removal  to  S.T“  * adoPted'  A‘  ‘he 
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the  firm,  and  on  its  incorporation  he  became  its 
president,  which  office  he  held  until  his  death  in 
February,  1886. 

The  Wheeler  family  is  of  English  extraction, 
but  has  long  been  identified  with  this  country, 
our  subject’s  grandfather,  Ager  Wheeler,  having 
been  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Capt. 
Samuel  Wheeler,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  South  Britain,  Conn.,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  during  his  active  life.  He 
is  descended  through  his  mother.  Oria  Hinman, 
from  Titus  Hinman,  one  of  the  very  first  settlers 
of  Woodbury,  Conn.,  1672.  Hon.  Jonathan E. 
Wheeler,  our  subject’s  brother,  mentioned  above, 
was  one  of  the  leading  Democratic  politicians 
of  this  State,  and  for  many  years  he  represented 
his  locality  in  the  Legislature  and  Senate  of 
Connecticut,  his  ability  and  public  spirit  being 
recognized  by  his  fellow  citizens  irrespective  of 
party  lines. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  29,  1816,  at  the 
old  homestead  in  South  Britain.  At  an  early  age 
he  began  to  give  evidence  of  practical  business 
sagacity,  and  his  energies  found  an  appropriate 
channel  in  the  establishment  of  the  manufactur- 
ing business  which  has  occupied  his  attention. 
He  has  a handsome  residence  at  Saugatuck  near 
the  factory,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  that  locality.  In  politics 
he  is  a Democrat,  as  are  all  the  members  of  his 
family,  and  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  faith  he  was  reared.  He  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  local  improve- 
ment— in  fact,  the  family  name  is  a synonym  for 
public  spirit.  Among  the  important  movements 
fostered  by  him  we  mention  especially  the  build- 
ing of  the  bridge  at  his  town  across,  the  Sauga- 
tuck river,  while  Hon.  Jonathan  Wheeler  was  in 
the  State  Senate. 

Mr.  Wheeler  and  his  wife,  who  was  formerly 
Miss  Caroline  Smith,  of  Naugatuck,  hold  an  en- 
viable position  socially.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren: Robinson  H.,  Clarence  L.,  Kate  W., 
Bertha  C.  (Mrs.  Hazelton),  and  E.  Sterne. 


JEDUTHAN  PECK,  one  of  the  oldest  citizens 
of  Riverside,  Fairfield  county,  who  is  ripe  in 
honors  as  well  as  years,  is  now  retired  from 
the  labors  of  a long  and  active  life,  and  is  spend- 
ing his  declining  days  in  the  midst  of  ease  and 
plenty  upon  a part  of  the  old  Peck  homestead 
which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family 
for  over  a century. 

Mr.  Peck  is  a native  of  Fairfield  county,  born 
at  Mianus,  March  17,  1811,  and  is  a son  of  Capt. 
Solomon  and  Mary  (Ferris)  Peck.  The  father. 
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who  was  a son  of  Joseph  Peck,  was  born  March 
15,  1768,  and  was  married,  December  29,  1799. 
to  Miss  Mary  Ferris,  who  was  born  February  6, 
1782,  a daughter  of  Jeduthan  Ferris,  whose  home 
was  on  the  old  Post  road  east  of  Mianus.  After 
his  marriage  Captain  Peck  always  resided  at 
Mianus.  and  was  engaged  in  the  boating  busi- 
ness. Although  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself 
in  limited  circumstances,  he  was  very  successful 
in  his  business  ventures  and  accumulated  much 
wealth,  leaving  to  his  family  a comfortable  prop- 
erty. His  death  occurred  June  2,  1816,  and  his 
remains  were  interred  in  the  Sound  Beach  ceme- 
tery. He  was  a large  man,  weighing  consider- 
able, and  was  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who 
knew  him.  After  his  death  his  widow  removed 
to  what  is  now  Riverside  avenue,  where  she 
reared  her  family  and  spent  her  remaining  days, 
dying  there  in  1845.  She  was  also  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Sound  Beach  cemetery.  Our  subject  was 
third  in  the  order  of  birth  in  their  family  of  four 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows:  ^Solomon, 
born  December  31,  1802,  was  a boatman  and 
lived  at  Mianus,  where  he  died.  He  married 
Caroline  Selleck,  and  left  a family.  Emeline, 
born  December  29,  1805,  married  Lemuel  Wells, 
and  went  to  St.  Catharines,  South  America, 
where  her  death  occurred.  John  F.,  born  No- 
vember 16,  1814,  died  July  5,  1839. 

Mr.  Peck  was  only  five  years  old  when  his 
father  died,  and  at  an  early  age  he  began  to 
assist  his  mother  in  the  care  of  her  property. 
On  November  23,  1845,  he  was  married,  in  Port 
Chester,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Frances  M.  Jessup,  a 
native  of  Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  born  February 
14, 1826,  along  the  Post  road  in  Riverside.  Her 
parents  were  Samuel  and  Susan  (Dibble)  Jessup, 
trie  former  a native  of  Sound  Beach,  Conn.,  the 
the  latter  of  Bedford,  N.  Y.  By  occupation  the 
father  was  a farmer.  In  his  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, Mrs.  Peck  was  the  ninth  child  and  fifth 
daughter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  have  four  children: 
(1)  Samuel  J.  married  Mary  A.  Underhill,  and 
lives  at  Riverside.  (2)  Isaac  A.  married  Emma 
L.  Underhill,  and  has  two  children— Anita  and 
Marion.  (3)  John  F.  is  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  upon  his  father’s  farm.  (4)  William  J. 
also  assists  in  the  operation  of  the  old  homestead 
at  Riverside. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Peck  located  where 
his  mother  had  lived  for  some  years  previous  to 
her  death,  and  when  the  estate,  was  divided  he 
took  the  portion  he  has  since  occupied,  along 
Indian  Head  road.  Most  of  the  farm  was  still  in 
its  primitive  condition,  and  he  has  erected  all  of 
the.  buildings  upon  the  place.  As  his  health  was 
poor,  his  sons  assumed  the  management  of  the 


place  as  soon  as  old  enough,  .and  in  connection 
with  its  operation  have  successfully  engaged  m 
the  dairy,  business.  They  are  upright,  reliable 
business  men,  who  command  the  confidence  arc 
respect  of  all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact. 
In  politics  Mr.  Peck. is  a Democrat,  and  in  relig- 
ious connection  hjs  wife  is  a faithful  member  of 
the  Sound  Beach  Congregational  Church.  For 
fifty-three  years  they  have  traveled  life’s  journey 
together,  sharing  its  joys  and  sorrows,  and  now 
in  their  declining  years  they  are  surrounded  by  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  .who 
appreciate  their  sterling  worth. 


PECK  FAMILY.  One  of  the  .oldest  families 
of  Connecticut,  and  one  whose  representa- 
tives in  each  generation  have  played  an  import- 
ant part  in-  public  affairs,  bears  the  name  of 
Peck.  In  1643  the  records  show  the  name  of 
Joseph  Peck,  and  tradition  says  he  came  over 
from  England  in  1637  on  the  good  ship  “Hec- 
tor ’’  .with  Governor  Eaton  and  Rev.  John  Dav- 
enport. Certain  it  is  that  he  left  New  Haven  in 
1649,  and  settled  in  Milford,  where  we  find  his 
name  recorded  as  a Church  member  in  i6$2.  . e 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Mrs.  Alice 
Burwell,  widow  of  John  Burwell,  who  died  at 
Milford,  Conn.,  in  1649;  he  was  one  of  the  first 
Free  Planters  under  the  first  Planters  Agree- 
ment at  .Milford,,  dated  November  29,  1639, 
having  previously  removed  from  Wethersfield  to 
Milford.  Joseph'  Peck’s  second  wife  was  Miss 
Marie  Richards.  He  died  in  17.01,  leaving  six 
children,  namely:.  Elisabeth,  baptized  in  1651, 
married  October,  .167  7,  to  Sergeant  Thomas 
Hayes;  Joseph  (II),  baptized  1653;  John, baptized 
1655;  .Mary,  baptized  1670,  married  William 
Northrup;  Ann,  baptized  1672;  and  Hannah. 

II.  Joseph  Peck  settled  in  Milford,  and.  made 
that  place  his  home  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred March  1,  1731.  He  married  Mary  Camp, 
in.  January,  1678  or  1679.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Nicriolas  Camp,  who  was  one  of  the  original 
settlers  and  Free  Planters  of  Milford  under  the 
first  Planters’  Agreement  at  Milford,  dated  No- 
vember 29,  1639,  having  previously  removed 
from  Wethersfield  to  Milford.  Mr.  and  Mrs- 
Peck  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children. 
Joseph  (2),  born  1680,  married  Abigail  Baldwin, 
January,  1706  or  17077  . Mary,  born  December 
15,  1682;  John,  born  September  4,  1683,  die 
November  2 7,  1709;  Jeremiah,  bom  1687,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Fisk,  August  20,  1713;  Samue , 
baptized  1690,  married  Martha  Clark,  May  5- 
1714;-  Ephraim,  baptized  1692,  married  Sara 
Ford,  November  7,  1716,  and  died  July  23, 17°°’ 
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Henry  (III),  born  1695;  Elizabeth,  born  1697; 
Nathaniel,  born  1699;  Abigail,  born  September 
25,  1701;  and  Heth,  born  October  3,  1703,  mar 
ried  Hannah  Camp,  February '26,  1729  or  1730 
and  died  May  4,  1797.  From  1702  to  1709 
Joseph  Peck  served  as  sergeant  ensign  in  the 
training  band,  and  was  Lieutenant-Deputy  tc 
the  General  Assembly  in  the  years  1701,  1702 
'703.  1704,  1707,  1710,  1711,  1713.  I7U.  and 

I7I8. 

HI.  Henry  Peck,  seventh  child  of  Joseph 
Peck,  resided  in  Milford.  On  April  i,  1745,  he 
bought  a farm  of  105  acres  of  John  Glover  of 
Newtown,  and  in  1750  deeded  this  land  to  his 
son— Henry  (IV).  Henry  Peck  (III),  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Ann  Ford,  to  whom 
LWnmarued  February  8,  '722  or  ’23;  she 
rf  „ MeC?^  28’  ,726:  she  was  ‘he  grand- 

in  MiHor4°h°^n  °r  Thomas  Ford,  who  settled 
m Milford  ab°ut  l6  6 0n  July  4 Henry 

North  11 } mfned,hls  second  wife,  Mrs.  Mary 
Northrop  waJow  0f  Amos  Northrop.  She  was 

lneof  tnheaUfter0!  J°Seph  North°P.  who  was 
E l Su  n *n  1639,  having  removed 
four  child™  6 u Mr'  Peck  was  the  fa‘her  of 

»***}?  7. 

Lambert  lna  a:  j.i  I5,  *725.  married  Jesse 
November  16  ^ J”  y 3'  l8?9’  Benjamin.  born 

^asa  Sp,  n ofrrr'ed  Ma7  Smith  <he 

throughout  the  • comPany  hom  Milford 
able,  born  Oetnhe  t,0nary  war^-.and  Mehit- 
Allen.  Henrv  Pert  married  ' Colonel 

in  the  affairs  M Hi?*  !I)  prominent 

ensign  of  the  militia  i °m"’  He  was  aPP°inted 
later  was  made  lien»n  May’  V,42’  and  four  years 
^CongreSonaTrh  u',  He  was  deacon  in 

N'ovember  ^fy^  “ "Umber  °f  yearS> 
Peat-grandson  °J  Henry  Peck-  and 

America,  was  born  Dee  OU,nder  of  ‘he  family  in 
n '745  io  NeZw^  ^7’  ’723'  and  moved 
Newbury.  He  beca’mn°W  BrookfieltL  parish  of 
for  those  times,  and  wa  * Talthy  fa™er 
members  of  the  °f  the  hi&hly  hon- 
P^‘an-Cast  pi0us\CnTmUn,ty-  01  the  °>d 
Slric‘'  he  faithfully  tiveHd  m°St  consci'en‘iously 
hiscreedi  “P  ‘°  a11  ‘he  require- 
Congregatiouai  Church  aS  deacon  in  the 
hearted  and  benevoW  VTL  years’  Kind- 
the  doings  0f  others  th  6 b>?  d greater  charity 
ft  in  the  cause  of  »haii,he  allowed  f°*  him- 
heb?oed  W'thout  casing  ^ ?.nd  Christianity  he 
“e  t0°  acted  well  his  JL  1 , he  Pol,‘>cal  affairs 
S'oned  ensign,  andPai.  '•  !•”  1763  he  wascom- 
, ve<i  throughout  the  viaSt'Ce  °f  the  peace  he 
* ««  maW  Racti7  I773'  '74-  ’75  and 
achd  Lambert,  of  MiHord; 


she  was  a granddaughter  of  Jesse  Lambert  and 
Deborah  Fowler,  daughter  of  Capt.  William 
Fowler  and  granddaughter  of  William  Fowler, 
magistrate  and  ohe  of  the  first  Planters  of  Mil- 
ford under  the  first  Planters’  Agreement  at  Mil- 
ford dated  November  29,  1639,  having  previously 
removed  from  NewHaven  to  Milford.  After  the 
death  of  this  wife,  January  29,  1792,  Mr.  Peck 
wedded  Abiah  Peck,  of  Newtown.  Abiah  Peck 
(nee  Smith)  was  the  widow  of  Gideon  Peck  of 
Newtown,  and  the  mother  of  Amarillis  Peck,  who 
married,  John  Peck,  he  being  the  son  of  Henry 
Peck,  of  Brookfield.  The  children  of  Henry 
Peck  were:  (i)  Mary,  born  December  25,  1752, 
married  David  Jackson.  (2)  David,  born  March 
21,  1755,  died  April  23,  1843,  married  Isabella 
Nichols;  he  was  a patriot ' of  the  Revolution, 
serving  under  Washington  throughout  the  war. 
(3)  Jesse  L.,  born  May  31,  1757,  died  May  10, 
'773-  (4)  John  (V),' born  December  3,  1759, 

died  February  9,  1839.  (5)  Rachel,  bom  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1762,  died  October  3,  1796.  (6) 

Henry,  born  March  3/1766,  is  mentioned  in  full 
later  on.''  (7)  Amos,  born  April  5,  1769,  mar- 
ried November  27,. 1792,  Miss  Lucy  Blackman, 
and  died  March  23.  1835.  Henry  Peck  (IV) 
died  October  4;  1808. 

V.  John  Peck,  of.  the  fifth  generation  of  this 
family  in  the  New  World,  carried  on  extensive 
farming  operations  in  Brookfield,  where  he  was 
born  December  3,  1759.  He' was  faithful  to  the 
teachings  of  his  father,  became  a worthy  member 
of  Church,  and  was  at  the  helm  in  guiding  the 
little  political  ship  of  • his  'town.  He  had  an 
abundant  charity  for  the  shortcomings  of  his  fel- 
lowmen,  and  an  ever-ready  hand  to  aid  the 
smuggling  ones.-  When  the  old  watchman  in  the 
church  tower  rang  out  the  '‘Independence  ” bell, 
its  echoes  awakened  all  the  latent  patriotism  in 
John  Peck,  and  he  enlisted  in  the  Continental 
Army,  serving’  throughout  the  war,  late  in  life 
receiving  a pension  for  his  faithful  services.  On 
December  23,  1784,  he  married  Amarillis  Peck, 
who  was  born  Jlily  31,  1764,  daughter  of  Gid- 
eon Peck,  and- died  December  16,  1785.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife,  he  was  again  married,  this 
time,  on  January  11,  1787,  to  Clarina  Wheeler, 
who  was  born  July  16,  1767,  and  died  November 
7.  '835.  By  each  marriage  Mr.  Peck  became 
the  father  of  one  child;  John  A.  (VI),  born  De- 
cember 9,  1785,  died  August  27,  1864;  and 
Amarillis,  born  December  4,  1787,  died  January 
11,  1794.  Mr.  Peck  died  February  9,  1839..’’ 

VI.  John  A.  Peck,  son  of  John  Peck  (V)  and 
Amarillis,  his  wife,  passed  his  life  in  Brookfield 
except  that  portion  spent  in  the  service  of  his 
country- during  the  war  of  1812.'  For  his  service 
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in  the  army  he  was  paid  in  land  warrants.  On 
February  1 7,  1811,  he  was  married  to  Huldah 
Keeler,  who  was  born  January  30,  1789,  and 
died  October  20,  1842.  Nine  children  were 
born  to  this  union:  Henry  W.,  born  May  I, 
1812,  died  July  26,  1864,  married  Johanna  W. 
Platt,  December  16,  1846;  George  W.,  born 
September  22,  1813,  died  May  7,  1898,  was 
married  November  6,  1836,  to  Mary  Andrews; 
Amarillis,  bom  October  21,  1815.  died  August 
8,  1887,  married  November  7,  1836,  to  Medad 
R.  Kellogg;  Clareny,  born  August  2,  1817,  died 
February  18,  1888,  married  October  11,  1835, 
to  Sherman  Foote;  John  L. , born  April  12,  1820, 
married  February  24,  1854,  to  Sarah  T.  Law, 
and  died  February  6,  1887;  Arza  C.  (VII),  born 
June  8,  1822;  Lucy  Ann,  born  October  3 j,  1824, 
married  October  21,  1846,  to  Edwin  Smith; 
Adaline,  born  January  30,  1S27,  died  December 
19,  1846,  and  Alfred  A.,  born  October  27,  1830, 
died  April  20,  1855.  On  July  1,  1847,  John  A. 
Peck  (VI)  was  again  married,  his  second  wife  be- 
ing Sally  H.  Payne,  who  was  born  April  19, 
1795,  and  died  August  29,  i860.  John  A.  Peck 
died  August  22,  1864.  j 

VII.  Arza  C.  Peck  was  educated  at  Brook- 
field, but  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  left  his 
native  hills  and  became  an  extensive  importer  of 
goods  from  Russia,  East  India,  China  and  Japan, 
and  has  become  a prominent  factor  in  commer- 
cial circles  at  New  York.  On  February  20, 
1862,  he  married  Janie  Bodes,  and  of  this  union 
have  come  two  children:  John  A.  (VIII),  born 
September  6,  1863,  married  on  February  24, 
1885,  to  Miss  Agnes  E.  Freedman,  by  whom  he 
has  one  child — John  A.  (IX),  born  October  15, 
1885,  and  William  H.,  born  May  15,  1866,  mar- 
ried April  29,  1891,  to  Lizzie  Stackpoole,  and 
has  one  child — Reginald. 

Henry  Peck,  son  of  Henry  Peck  (IV),  passed 
nearly  the  allotted  three-score  and  ten  years  in 
the  town  of  Brookfield,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming,  and  his  old  home  farm  still  remains  in 
the  possession  of  bis  family.  On  May  26,  1791, 
he  married  Hannah  Northrup,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  children,  all  now  deceased,  as  follows: 
Hannah  (who  married  Elias  Sturtevant),  Henry 
L.,  Harriet,  Harmon,  Henrietta,  Hiram  and 
Hetty.  Henry  Peck  died  August  29,  1834. 

Henry  L.  Peck,  who  in  his  day  was  one  of 
the  most  highly  honored  and  respected  citizens 
of  the  town  of  Brookfield,  was  born  in  that  town 
May  4,  1797.  In  his  early  manhood  he  went 
south,  locating  at  Darien.  Ga.,  but  after  a few 
years,  owing  to  illness  amongst  his  kinspeople  at 
the  North,  he  returned  to  Brookfield  Center,  and 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  Honest  and 


upright,  his  business  principles  assured  him  a 
success  seldom  attained.  He  continued  in  this 
line  of  work  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six,  during  the  exciting  days  of  the  rebellion. 
On  October  19,  1828,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Eliza  Smith,  daughter  of  Preserve  Smith, 
and  to  them  were  born  three  children:  (1)  Henry 
died  in  infancy.  (2)  Harriet  E.  married  Robert 
T.  Clarke,  and  became  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren— Henry  P.,  of  Columbia,  S.  C.,  married 
Julia  Hurd,  and  has  one  child — Nancy  B. ; Mary 
Toucey,  who  married  W.  C.  Haight,  of  Bridge- 
port, and  has  two  children — Alton  and  Marion; 
and  Charles  R.  (3)  Henry  S. , whose  sketch  fol- 
lows. The  mother  of  this  family,  Eliza  Smith 
Peck,  lived  until  November  4,  1893,  and  hers 
was  a familiar  face  among  the  philanthropical 
workers,  but  after  ninety  years  there  came  a 
morning  when  her  place  was  empty,  for  she  was 
no  more. 

Henry  S.  Peck  (deceased),  youngest  child  of 
Henry  and  Eliza  Peck,  was  born  January6,  1834, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  also 
at  the  select  school  at  Brookfield.  At  the  close 
of  his  school  career  he  entered  his  father's  store 
as  a clerk,  and  there  acquired  the  rudiments  of  a 
business  knowledge  that  afterward  developed  the 
man  of  remarkable  business  acumen,  sound  judg- 
ment, and  unimpeachable  integrity,  the  commer- 
cial men  knew  and  respected.  When  his  father 
died  he  assumed  the  management  of  the  store, 
and  for  some  years  carried  it  on  alone.  In  1872 
he  built  the  present  store,  and  admitted  Alfred 
Somers  as  a partner.  This  firm  became  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  prosperous  in  the  county, 
and  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Peck  on  October  2, 
1884,  Mrs.  Peck  continued  partnership  with  Mr. 
Somers  under  the  old  firm  name  of  Peck  & 
Somers.  Mr.  Peck’s  ability  was  not  allowed  to 
confine  itself  to  one  line,  but  he  was  called  upon 
to  lend  his  light  in  assisting  corporations  outside 
of  Brookfield,  being  one  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Danbury,  and  also 
of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Bridgeport.  The  courts 
frequently  appointed  him  to  positions  of  respon- 
tability  and  trust.  His  best  loved  interests  were 
those  centered  in  Brookfield,  and  to  the  develop- 
ment and  material  advancement  of  his  own  town 
he  devoted  time  and  means  liberally.  In  1879 
he  represented  his  town  in  the  Legislature, 
elected  on  the  Republican  ticket.  He  was,  above 
all  else,  a truly  domestic  man.  and  in  his  own 
home  found  his  truest  happiness.  To  his  aged 
mother,  he  was  the  model  son,  kind  and  consid- 
erate, allowing  no  day  to  pass  that  he  did  not  go 
to  her  with  words  of  cheer,  dutifully  looking  after 
her  comfort  all  his  life.  In  all  affairs  of  the  Con- 
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gregational  Church,  which  faith  he  had  professed 
in  1862,  he  took  a lively  interest.  To  its  finan- 
cial needs  he  was  a willing  and  liberal  contribu- 
tor. On  October  4,  1865,  Henry  S.  Peck  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Eliza  G.  Fairchild,  daugh- 
ter of  Hiram  Fairchild,  and  this  union  was  blessed 
with  two  children:  Henry  Lyman,  born  Decem- 
ber 12,  1870,  died  December  6,  1890,  and  Mary 
Fairchild,  born  August  21,  1874.  This  happy 
family  circle  was  first  broken  in  1884  when  the 
father  passed  peacefully  away  to  join  that  “Choir 
Invisible,  whose  music  is  the  gladness  of  the 
world;"  then  in  1890  Death’s  angel  again 
knocked  at  the  portal,  and  the  widow’s  son, 
Henry  Lyman,  just  on  the  verge  of  manhood, 
answered  the  final  summons,  leaving  the  mother 
and  sister  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a devoted  son 
and  brother.  He  had  just  entered  upon  his 
Mcond  year  at  the  School  of  Technology  at 
Boston,  and  after  graduating  from  there  antici- 
pated taking  a special  course  at  Yale.  Doubt- 
less his  life  would  have  been  both  brilliant  and 
successful.  He  was  an  earnest  student,  and  to 
the  advancement  of  science  he  intended  devoting 

He  7?  the  sixth  Henry  p«k  in  the 
uect  line,  and  the  last  male  descendant  bearing 

been  inhah°t  a (ai"ll{  who  have  for  generations 
eninhab'tantsof  the  town  strongly  identified 
with  all  its  interest. 

EsSJSSS  fam'ly’  from  which  came  Mrs- 

tliza  Fairchild  Peck,  widow  of  Henry  S.  Peck 

(I)  wK:rdedir°m  °"e  Thomas  Fairchild 

Co„n  0rn,,DScotland’  and  died  ^ Strat- 
Thomas  mi  c ,His  children  were  John, 
and  Beth, a ’ tI™6’  Zachar,ah-  Dina,  Emma, 
'644  and  wasTftl0mfS  Eairchild  HI)  was  born  in 

PrkilladaLVhe  a‘her  °f  J°hn’  J°siah  (HI). 

in  ',66s  |os,iah  Fairchild  (III)  was 

who  was* the" fa th  father  of  Edward  <1V). 
Moses  andhJam«er  ^Jonathan-.  Ebenezer  (V), 

ried  Sarah  kS,i  Ebe"ezar  Fairchild  (V)  mar- 
Wereborntothemry’FHd  ,following  children 

Peter,  March  12'  'u?  May  4’  '752; 

in  Newtown  S Fa!rchild  <VI)  always  farmed 
and  by  her  he  had h\married  Sarah  Platt, 
csme  the  wife  0/  Lucinda.  who  be- 

APriI  12,  1702  f I h”  ,Wdl,ams;  Beman,  bom 
Huam (Vll)  wnmamed  PoI1y  Ann  Fairchild; 
March  g,  )g0,  m.^ani'ap’  7.  1 796;  Lucia,  born 
d'ed  September  2 18^  Asel1Eeebe;  Luzon,  who 
Tears,  seven  months  a St  the  age  °I  fourteen 
Phoebe.  ths  and  twenty-seven  days;  and 


Hiram  Fairchild  (VII)  was  educated  in  New- 
town, where  he  afterward  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  combs,  later  going  to  Brookfield.  He 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Brookfield 
Center,  where  for  a time  he  was  a partner  of 
Henry  L.  Peck.  He  finally  sold  out  his  interest 
to  Mr.  Peck  and  engaged  in  farming.  Mr.  Fair- 
child  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Sarah  Northrup,  to  whom  he  was  wedded  Janu- 
ary 20,  1824.  By  this  union  there  was  one  son, 
Clement,  born  May  20,  1827.  The  wife  died 
December  20,  1830,  followed  by  the  little  son, 
November  28,  1832.  For  his  second  wife  he  wed- 
ded, December27,  1831,  Betsey  Gelston,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Maltby  Gelston,  of  Sherman,  Conn.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  three  children:  Sidney 

Hawley,  born  November  3,  1835,  died  Septem- 
ber 18,  1892;  Sarah  Lucia,  born  August  18,  1837, 
and  Eliza  (Gelston)  Peck,  born  February  11, 
1839.  Hiram  Fairchild  was  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  in  politics  was  an 
ardent  Republican.  His  dignified  bearing  and 
courteous  manners  marked  the  typical  gentleman 
of  the  old  school.  He  passed  to  his  eternal  rest 
in  1888,  and  on  February  9,  1894,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two,  his  widow,  Betsey  (Gelston)  Fair- 
child,  went  forth  rejoicing  to  a happy  reunion  on 
that  silent  shore. 


JOHN  S.  JONES,  the  proprietor  and  able  ed- 
itor of  The  Westporter-Hcrald,  a semi-week- 
ly  newspaper  of  Westport,  Fairfield  county, 
is  one  of  the  most  widely  known  men  of  the 
county  and  most  useful  citizens  in  his  locality. 

Born  May  10,  1835,  in  Westport,  Mr.  Jones 
is  the  great-grandson  of  John  Jones,  a farmer  of 
the  town  of  Ridgefield,  where  his  birth  occurred, 
and  of  whom  it  is  said  that  he  was  the  first  man 
of  the  locality  to  offer  his  service  to  the  Colonial 
Government  at  the  inception  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  in  which  he  enlisted  and  served  vali- 
antly, becoming  a lieutenant.  He  was  of  Scotch 
origin  on  his  father’s  side.  Daniel  Jones,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Ridgefield,  and  he,  too,  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  married  Elizabeth  Pardee,  and 
had  the  following  named  children:  Isaac,  Alva, 

John,  Elizabeth,  Philo  W.,  Sally  and  Phoebe. 
Of  these,  Philo  W.  (our  subject’s  father)  was 
bom  May  27,  1802,  in  Ridgefield  town,  and  with 
all  of  the  other  children  was  there  reared  on  a 
farm.  He  came  to  Westport  in  1828,  and  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  that  of  a harness  maker.  He 
was  a warden  of  Christ  (Episcopal)  Church;  was 
a Whig  in  politics;  was  influential  in  local  affairs, 
and  served  as  sheriff  of  Fairfield  county.  He 
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married  Rebecca  Lobdell,  a daughter  of  Josiah 
Lobdell,  of  English  extraction. 

John  S.  Jones  in  boyhood  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  of  his  neighborhood,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  entire  education.  He  learned  the 
plumber’s  and  tinman’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  nine  years,  and  at  his  next  move,  in  a busi- 
ness sense,  he  engaged  in  the  house-furnishing 
business,  conducting  same  some  eight  years.  He 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  Westport  during 
President  Johnson’s  administration,  and  per- 
formed the  duties  of  the  office  in  a business-like 
manner,  making  a good  official.  In  1867  he 
commenced  the  publication  of  The  Westport  Ad- 
vertiser, a weekly  paper,  which  was  in  existence 
until  1874.  The  next  year  he  issued  The  West- 
porter-Herald,  which  he  has  since  continued  to 
publish,  and  which  has  had  a successful  career. 
The  paper  has  ever  been  a newsy  sheet,  ably  edited 
and  successfully  managed.  Mr.  Jones  has  just 
retired  from  the  presidency  of  the  Connecticut 
Press  Association.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a 
Democrat.  Back  in  the  “sixties”  Mr.  Jones 
was  for  five  years  assistant  town  clerk,  and  for 
a period  of  thirty  years  he  was  clerk  of  the  Pro- 
bate Court,  holding  the  office  under  four  judges. 
He  has  served  as  president  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers,  in  1884, 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Firemen’s  Association, 
and  the  only  secretary  it  has  ever  had,  and  he  was 
also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Westport  Fire 
Department,  and  the  only  Chief  Engineer  the 
department  has  ever  had,  having  performed  the 
duties  of  a fireman  for  upward  of  forty  years. 
For  thirty-one  consecutive  years  Mr.  Jones  has 
been  clerk  of  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 
and  for  ten  years  he  has  been  junior  warden  of 
the  parish.  Socially,  too,  Mr.  Jones  has  shown 
great  fidelity  to  duty,  and  has  linked  his  name 
with  societies  and  orders  through  which  it  will  be 
recalled  long  after  he  himself  has  passed  from 
earth.  He  is  the  oldest  member  and  was  the 
first  secretary  of  Temple  Lodge  No.  65,  F.  & A. 
M.,  of  Westport,  and  has  held  all  of  the  offices 
in  the  same  excepting  master  and  senior  warden. 
He  is  now,  and  has  been,  marshal  of  the  lodge 
for  a decade,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Masonic  Re- 
lief Association.  He  is  an  officer  in  the  Sons  of 
the  Revolution.  He  was  one  of  the  members 
appointed  to  represent  the  State  at  the  National 
Exposition  held  at  Atlanta  in  1895,  and  was  sec- 
retary of  the  Connecticut  Board.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Westport  Water  & Elec- 
tric Light  Company.  He  is  also  secretary  of  the 
Saugatuck  Historical  Society,  and  president  of 
the  Westport  Board  of  Trade. 

On  November  25,  1857,  Mr.  Jones  was  mar- 


ried to  Mary  Elwood,  a daughter  of  Capt.  Shel- 
ton El  wood,  of  the  town  of  Westport,  and  the 
union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Mary 
L.,  now  Mrs.  Robert  K.  Gault,  of  Westport;  and 
Willis  S.,  who  is  assisting  his  father  in  the  office 
of  The  Westporter-Herald , as  local  editor. 


TrTrON.  LYMAN  DENNISON  BREWSTER 
J31  comes  from  an  old  New  England  family, 
the  first  representative  of  which  landed  at  Ply- 
mouth Rock  from  the  “Mayflower"  in  1620. 
His  grandfather  removed  from  Preston,  Conn.,  to 
Salisbury,  Conn.  Daniel  Brewster,  the  father, 
was  by  occupation  a farmer.  The  Judge  was 
born  at  Salisbury,  July  31,  1832.  He  prepared 
for  college  at  the  Williams  Academy  at  Stock- 
, bridge,  Mass.,  and  also  at  the  Salisbury  schools; 
in  1855  he  graduated  from  Yale  College.  Al- 
though he  was  unable  to  give  himself  a thorough 
preparation,  his  career  was  marked  by  fair  scholar- 
ship, and  he  stood  among  the  oration  men  of  the 
class  and  was  class  poet.  In  1857  he  spent  the 
season  in  Europe,  traveling  in  England,  Switzer- 
land, Germany  and  other  countries. 

Judge  Brewster’s  legal  studies  were  pursued; 
in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  Hon.  Roger  Averill,  and 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  June  21,  1858.  On 
January  1,  1859,  he  formed  a partnership  with 
£.  R>  Fry,  and  this  lasted  one  year.  From  i860, 
to  1870  he  was  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Averill, 
his  old  preceptor.  In  1 870  he  was  appointed  the 
first  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Fair- 
field  County,  and  served  for  four  years.  Mr. 
Brewster  has  also  been  associated  with  Samuel 
Tweedy,  Esq.,  in  the  practice  of  law  for  eight 
years.  The  partnership  of  Brewster,  Tweedy  & 
Scott,  which  followed,  was  dissolved  in  1892, 
since  Vvhen  he  has  occupied  the  old  office  over  the 
Savings  Bank,  where  he  has  been  located  since 
1870.  In  1894  he  admitted  Samuel  A.  Davis  as 
a partner.  In  1870,  1878  and  1879,  Mr.  Brew-, 
ster  was  a member*  of  the  Connecticut  House  of 
Representatives  from  Danbury.  In  1880  and 
1881,  he  was  State  Senator  and  chairman  of  the 
Judiciary  committee.  In  1878  he  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Hubbard  a member  of  the  commit- 
tee to  simplify  legal  procedure  in  the  State.  He 
was  on  the  commission  that  made  the  new  code 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut  in,  1879.  Since  his 
judicial  and  legislative  terms,  the  most  noticeable 
thing  of  his  professional  history  has  been  his  con- 
nection with  the  Tilden  will  case,  in  which,  as 
one  of  the  counsel  for  the  heirs,  he  spent  a good 
share  of  four  years  in  making  out  briefs  and  look- 
ing up  the  case. 

Mr.  Bre%vster  is  a member  of  the  American 
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Bar  Association,  and  for  several  years  has  been 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Uniform  State 
Laws,  and  is  one  of  the  State  Commissioners  on 
Uniformity.  In  August,  1896,  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Conference  of  Commissioners  on 
Uniform  State  Laws,  and  re-elected  to  that  office 
in  1897  and  1898.  At  Danbury  he  has  been  in- 
terested in  public  matters  to  a marked  degree, 
and  for  sixteen  years  served  as  acting  school  visi- 
tor. He  has  been  chairman  of  the  book  commit- 
tee in  the  Danbury  Library  since  it  started, 
about  1869.  In  1868  he  was.united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Amelia  Ives,  daughter-  of  George  W. 
Ives,  of  D^pbury.  Mr.  Brewster,  in  public  life, 
has  displayed  the  qualities  of  an  honest  and  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen.  He,  is  one  of  the  best-known 
members  of  the  Bar  in  the  State,  serving  often 
on  important  committees. 


EW.  HARRAL,  president  of  the  Fairfield 

Rubber  Company,  has  for  many  years  been 

regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  business  men  of 
this  section.  While  he  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  other  enterprises,  the  business  of 
•which  he  is  now  the  head  may  be  said  to  repre- 
sent best  his  energy,  skill  and  judgment  as  a 
manager,  for  he  has  been  associated  with  it  al- 
most from  the  beginning,  and  to  his  efforts  its 
present  prosperous  condition  is  mainly  due. 

Mr.  Harral  comes  of  excellent  ancestry,  being 
descended  in  the  paternal  line  from  an  old  South- 
ern family  whose  members  for  several  generations 
have  been  influential  citizens  of  Charleston,  S. 
C.  Dr.  George  Harral,  our  subject’s  grandfa- 
ther, was  a successful  physician  of  that  city  and 
Savannah,  and  Henry  K.  Harral,  his  father,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Savannah,  acquiring  the  edu- 
cation common  to  youths  of  good  family.  He 
owned  two  plantations  in  South  Carolina,  but 
much  of  his  time  was  spent  in  Bridgeport,  Conn. , 
where  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  saddles  and  harness.  As  a citizen  he 
was  much  esteemed,  and  for  seven  years  he 
served  as  mayor  of  Bridgeport.  He  died  May 
10,  18 — , in  Augusta,  Ga.  On  the  maternal  side 
Mr.  Harral  traces  his  descent  from  the  Peet 
family,  of  England,  and  his  ancestors  in  this  line 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Stratford,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.  Its  members  took  an  active 
part  in  the  early  wars,  and  by  reason  of  his  re- 
lationship to  them,  Mr.  Harral  enjoys  the  right  of 
membership  in  the  various  societies  open  only  to 
descendants  of  Colonial  families.  An  extensive 
genealogy  of  the  Peet  family  has  recently  been 
completed.  Mr.  Harral’s  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  A.  Peet,  was  born  in  Bridge- 


port, the  daughter  of  William  Peet,  and  her 
death  occurred  in  New  York  City,  December  17, 
1867.  Our  subject  was  one  of  six  children — five 
sons  and  one  daughter — and  among  his  brothers 
were  Maj.  W.  W.  Harral,  of  Gen.  Butler’s  staff, 
and  Henry  K;  Harral,  of  Folkstone,  England. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  12,  1845,  in 
the  city  of . Bridgeport,  and  after  completing  a 
course  of  study- in  the  local  schools  he  attended 
Marlborough-  Churchill’s  Military  School  at  Sing 
Sing,  then  the  leading  institution  of  the  kind  in 
the  United  States.  When  the  Civil  war  broke 
out  he  promptly  displayed  his  sympathy  with  the 
Union  cause  by.  enlisting  in  the  14th  Conn.  V. 
1.,  but,  owing  to  his  youth,  he  was  rejected. 
For  ten  years  he  was  associated  with  Lacey, 
Meeker  & Co.  in  the  manufacture  of  harness  and 
saddles,  and  for  four  years  he  was  general  agent 
for  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  Bridgeport,  his  duties  requiring  him  to 
travel  over  the  Southern  States  and  the  Pacific 
slope.  In  1880  he  retired  from  that  position, 
and  soon  afterward  he  became  connected  with 
the  Fairfield  .Rubber  Company,  then  in  its  in- 
fancy. Since  1881  he  has  made  his  home  at 
Fairfield,  and  he  and  his  family  are  prominent  in 
the  best  social  circles  of  that  city.  He  is  a pub- 
lic-spirited man,  helping  generously  in  any  wor- 
thy movement,  and  he  takes  an  active  part  in  re- 
ligious work  . as  a . member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  at  Fairfield,  in  which  he  holds  the  office 
of  senior  warden.  Political  honors  have  no  at- 
traction for  him,  and  while  his  sympathies  are 
mainly  with  the  Democratic  party,  he  votes  in- 
dependently, his  ballot  having  been  cast  for  Mc- 
Kinley in  1896.  His  first  wife,  formerly  Miss 
Julia  Crissy,  of  New  Canaan,  this  county,  died, 
leaving  one  son,  Crissey  De.  F.,  now  a resident 
of  Bridgeport. . By  his  second  marriage,  with 
Miss  Ellen  . B.  . Wheeler,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Huldah  (Bradley)  Wheeler,  of  Bridgeport, 
Mr.  Harral  has  one  daughter,  Mary  W. 


BEX  L.  PALMER,  who  is  now  living  retired 
.in  Greenwich  township,, is  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  old  and.  honored  families 
of  Fairfield  county.  He  was  born  February  17, 
1820,  in  a house  which  was  built  in  1756  and  oc- 
cupied the  site  of  his  present  residence.  His  fa- 
ther, Abel  Palmer,  was  born  in  the  same  house, 
June  1,  1773,  a.  son  of  John  and  Hannah  (Smith) 
Palmer,  the  former  of  whom  died  when  Abel  was 
quite  young,  leaving  a family  of  six  children, 
namely:  Sons — Abel,  Zabed,  Smith  and  Ishael. 

Daughters — Mrs.  Naomi  Knapp  and  Mrs:  Bailey. 
Of  the  sons,  Zabed  and  Smith  were  soldiers  in 
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the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  struggle  Zabed 
was  killed. 

Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life  Abel 
Palmer  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  for 
a time  taught  school  through  the  winter  months, 
while  in  the  summer  season  he  still  continued  to 
follow  farming.  He  well  remembered  Gen. 
Washington,  for  he  was  standing  on  the  bridge 
when  the  General  passed  through  North  Mianus 
when  traveling  on  the  turnpike  between  New 
York  and  Boston.  Mr.  Palmer  was  then  only  a 
small  boy,  and  the  great  man  laid  his  hand  upon 
the  lad's  head  and  made  some  remark  to  him. 
Abel  Palmer  married  Sarah  Davis,  a native  of 
Greenwich,  and  a daughter  of  John  Davis,  and 
to  them  were  bom  the  following  children:  Han- 
nah, who  married  Walter  June,  and  died  in  Illi- 
nois; John  R.,  a stone  mason,  who  died  in  Green- 
wich; Caroline,  who  married  Horace  Dann,  and 
died  in  Troy,  N.  Y.;  Julia,  who  married  John 
Liney,  and  died  in  the  same  city;  Lloyd,  who 
died  in  West  Fornes,  N.  Y. ; Clara,  who  married 
George  Hopperton,  and  lives  in  Newark,  N.  J.; 
Jane,  who  married  Darius  Clark,  and  died  in 
Cos  Cob,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.;  Catharine,  who 
married  Dean  Werden,  and  lives  in  Mianus; 
Susan,  widow  of  Horace  Dann;  and  Rex  L. 
This  is  a family  noted  for  longevity,  all  living  to  be 
over  eighty  years  of  age,  and  Mrs.  Clara  Hopper- 
ton  is  now  ninety-four  years  of  age.  The  fa- 
ther died  in  i860  in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  the 
mother  passing  away  in  1874,  aged  ninety-two, 
and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Sound  Beach  ceme- 
tery. He  was  a large,  erect  and  powerful  man, 
very  polite  and  refined,  and  was  highly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Rex  L.  Pal- 
mer pursued  his  studies  in  the  Steep  Hollow 
school,  and  among  his  teachers  were  William 
Grigg  and  a Mr.  Hamilton.  Our  subject  was 
reared  a farmer  boy,  and  throughout  life  has 
mainly  followed  that  pursuit.  In  1849  and  1850, 
however,  he  traveled  with  Van  Amburg  & Co.’s 
show,  as  a keeper  of  animals,  and  for  several 
years  was  engaged  in  the  stove  business  at  Port 
Deposit,  Md.,  keeping  several  wagons  on  the 
road  selling  stoves.  He  inherited  the  old  home 
farm  in  Greenwich  township,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  and  in  connection  with  its  operation  he 
engaged  in  cider  making  for  many  years,  estab- 
lishing the  business  in  1870,  and  it  is  still  carried 
on  by  his  son  Frank  T. 

On  October  16,  1855.  Mr.  Palmer  wedded 
Miss  Mary  M.  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  Kent 
county,  Md.,  September  2,  1826,  a daughter  of 
William  and  Eliza  (Pierce)  Thomas.  She  is  the 
fourth  child  and  second  daughter  in  a family  of 


twelve  children,  consisting  of  five  sons  and  seven 
daughters.  Her  father  was  a wealthy  planter, 
owning  300  acres  of  land  and  twenty  negroes. 
He  had  been  educated  in  two  colleges,  and  prac- 
ticed law  for  a time,  but  abandoned  that  calling 
because,  as  he  said,  “ He  had  to  lie  to  be  suc- 
cessful.” Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  have  two  sons: 
Frank  T. , who  owns  and  operates  a cider-mill  in 
North  Mianus;  and  Ray  L.,  who  is  connected 
with  the  Mianus  Electric  Company. 

Mr.  Palmer  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  the 
support  of  the  Democracy,  and  held  the  offices 
of  assessor  and  justice  of  the  peace  until  old  age 
debarred  him.  He  also  served  on  the  grand 
jury,  and  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
public  affairs  of  his  township.  He  is  the  oldest 
male  representative  of  the  family,  but  still  pos- 
sesses  a good  memory  and  is  well  preserved  for 
one  of  his  vears.  His  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  both  are  held  in  high  re- 
gard by  the  entire  community. 


JAMES  H.  REDMAN,  who  made  his  home  in 
Riverside,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  from  1892 
until  his  death  on  November  26,  1898,  in  his 
seventieth  year,  was  one  of  the  many  citizens 
living  retired  in  that  beautiful  place  who  have 
helped  to  make  it  what  it  is,  one  of  the  most 
popular  residence  towns  along  Long  Island  Sound. 
There  is  probably  no  place  of  the  same  size  in 
this  region  where  refinement  and  wealth,  with 
all  its  accompaniments  of  luxurious  and  pleasant 
surroundings  and  yet  nothing  of  ostentatious  dis- 
play, are  so  generally  evident,  and  Mr.  Redman 
found  a charming  home  in  this  ideal  spot,  where, 
amid  congenial  social  conditions,  he  passed  his 
days  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  ample  means 
which  he  had  acquired. 

The  Redman  family  is  of  English  origin,  and 
their  location  in  America  dates  back  to  1680,  m 
which  year  our  subject’s  first  American  ancestor, 
coming  from  Yorkshire,  England,  settled  on  land 
now  embraced  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in 
which  city  and  also  in  Trenton,  N.  J.,  many  of 
his  descendants  are  yet  living.  His  son,  Thomas 
Redman,  was  born  in  1684  in  Philadelphia,  ana 
was  married  in  1 706.  From  ancient  records  are 
gleaned  the  following:  In  1721  the  Assembly 
passed  the  law  regulating  party  walls  in  Phila- 
delphia, which  is  in  force  to-day,  and  Thomas 
Redman  was  one  of  four  to  be  the  first  regulators. 
On  May  1,  1729,  the  House  took  into  considera- 
tion the  necessity  of  a house  for  the  Assembly  o 
the  Province  to  meet  in;  appropriated  £2,000, 
on  October  15,  1730,  purchase  of  grounds  was 
made;  1732  ground  was  broken  and  the  work 
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divided  to  the  different  trades.  John  Parsons  ous  interests  which  he  had  acquired  as  increas- 
and  Thomas  Redman  were  the  stone  masons  and  ing  prosperity  had  enabled  him  to  add  to  his 
cellar  diggers,  and  some  of  the  bricklaying  was  possessions,  looking  after  every  detail  connected 
done  by  this  firm.  This  building,  at  first  called  with  his  various  real-estate  holdings,  etc.  He 
the  “State  House,”  has  been  known  for  years  as  had  many  tenants,  some  of  them  renting  from 
11  Independence  Hall."  him  for  thirty  years,  and  he  was  kind  in  his  treat- 

Mr.  Redman’s  father,  Charles  H.  Redman,  ment  of  all,  settling  many  an  unpaid  rent  bill  by 
was  born  in  1798  in  Trenton,  N.  J.,  the  eldest  of  simply  cancelling  it;  an  eviction  was  never 
the  two  children  of  Samuel  and  Susanna  Red-  known  among  his  tenants.  He  was  a director  in 
man,  viz.;  Charles  H.  and  Wolloston.  He  was  the  Old  Bowery  Bank,  the  Butchers  & Drovers 
reared  in  Trenton  and  there  received  his  educa-  Bank,  the  Pacific  Bank,  the  Broadway  Insurance 
tion,  which  was  gained  in  a six-months’  attend-  Company  and  the  Park  Insurance  Company, 
ance  at  the  public  schools.  The  success  which  and  he  continued  to  fulfill  all  the  obligations  im- 
came  to  him  in  his  business  career  would  be  un-  posed  on  him  by  these  interests  up  to  the  time 
usual  for  anyone  whose  sole  capital  to  commence  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1878.  He  was 
with  was  only  a stock  of  energy  and  ambition,  but  active  and  well  preserved  to  the  last,  his  death 
when  the  lack  of  schooling  is  also  to  be  taken  into  being  the  result  of  injuries  to  his  hip,  which  he 
consideration  it  is  nothing  short  of  phenomenal,  sustained  by  being  thrown  from  a wagon.  He 
and  the  extraordinary  business  capacity  which  he  left  an  estate  of  half  a million,  acquired  by  his 
displayed  in  all  his  transactions  as  well  as  the  own  industry  and  good  business  management, 
determination  to  advance  in  spite  of  heavy  odds  and,  what  was  more  valuable  to  a man  of  his 
against  him  can  scarcely  be  realized  or  appre-  disposition  and  training,  an  unsullied  reputation 
mated  by  this  generation.  His  father  dying  for  integrity  and  uprightness  in  his  dealings  with 
w en  he  was  but  thirteen  years  old  the  family  all,  and  the  record  of  an  honorable  self-made 
were  left  in  anything  but  comfortable  circum-  man.  He  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the 
ances,  and  the  boy  was  still  in  his  “teens”  Mechanics  Society  of  New  York  City,  now  called 
en  he  went  to  New  York  City  and  commenced  the  Mechanics  Institute,  and  served  for  years  on 
lew  r a”  aPPrent‘ce  >n  the  shop  of  his  uncle,  the  library  committee  connected  with  same. 

J e ednian,  who  was  a cedar  cooper  by  occu-  In  1816  Mr.  Redman  joined  the  military  or- 
olis °n  H*1  ■ u ^'oneer  *n  h>s  line  in  that  metrop-  ganization  then  known  as  the  Eleventh  Regiment 
showed  6 h e°  *-P  business  so  rapidly  and  of  Artillery,  and  for  many  years  his  enthusiasm 
manv  v« C ,nterest  in  !t  that  it  was  not  seemed  to  center  in  military  affairs,  few  mem- 
ceeded  hi  ^ the  unc*e  ret‘red  and  he  sue-  bers  of  that  well-known  body  having  a wider  ac- 
ap  with  the  W , ng  ^ard  ear,y  and  lute  to  keep  quaintance  than  he.  He  retained  membership 
aadkeeD  . Pat™nage  which  had  come  to  him,  until  1844,  when  he  resigned,  having  risen  to  the 

During  the't'  * *{!*  °D  a sol'd  financial  basis,  rank  of  lieutenant  of  the  Ninth  Regiment,  as  the 
even  after  hp™6  , ^as  *earn’n6  his  trade,  and  organization  was  then  known.  For  many  years 
truckmen  and  jntered  business  for  himself  his  name  was  the  only  one  of  that  spelling  which 
New  York  Citv  W6re  not  so  numer°us  in  appeared  in  the  New  York  directory,  and  among 
finished  product?  now,\and  he  often  carried  the  his  acquaintances  in  the  city  were  numbered 
own  shoulders  r'°m  h S"°P  t0  market  00  bis  some  of  the  best  citizens,  for  although  he  was 
portation  to  biWtk  Same  "l64?5  °i  trans-  quiet  and  unassuming  in  his  manners  and  habits 
of  large  cedar  timK  6 f3W  Jnater'a'  in  the  shape  he  had  a large  circle  of  friends,  all  of  whom  en- 
was  able  to  fill  hS  l°  tae  sb°P-  At  first  he  tertained  for  him  the  highest  respect.  He  was 
“ h«  trade  widened  h?  ,orders  bimself.  but  originally  a Whig  in  political  sentiment,  and 
fie  gave  emDlnvm.**  . e °*ber  help  until  later  a stanch  Republican  up  to  the  time  of  his 

men'  >nd  his  market  r°  & ^ forCe  of  work-  death- 

°ne,  was  extended  ’.rom  being  a merely  local  Mr.  Redman  was  married  in  New  York  City 
Mr.  Redman  com*  ar  s?utb  as  the  Carolinas.  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Tappan,  who  came  of  an  old 
business  until  sbor*!*"  < *"  V1-6  man°facturing  family  of  that  city,  and  they  reared  a family  of 
®fien,  inthesprinp  n/ia  'S  ,w’*e  s death,  five  children,  as  follows  : James  H.,  whose  name 
1B?  had  litt]e  qpq.  .4^’ be  retired,  and  hav-  introduces  this  sketch;  William  H.,  who  is 
country  during  his  art'  ^ °r  see'n6  much  of  this  mentioned  elsewhere  ; Joseph,  who  died  in  New 
of  his  time  in  travel  lvt,years  be  spent  much  York,  leaving  a family  ; Angeline  A.,  who  is  the 
onted,  however  with  a c?u  d not  be  con-  widow  of  Charles  Bell,  and  lives  in  New  York;. 
e oontinued  to  attend  ' 6 °*  mere  leisure,  and  and  Harriet,  who  became  the  wife  of  Richard  E. 

Personally  to  the  numer-  I Stilwell,  and  died  in  New  York  leaving  a family 
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of  seven  children.  Mrs.  Redman  passed  away 
in  1843,  and  the  home  was  broken  up  shortly 
afterward,  Mr.  Redman  having  no  permanent 
abode  until  his  daughter  Harriet  married,  after 
which  he  made  his  home  with  her.  He  was 
reared  a Quaker,  his  parents  and  immediate  an- 
cestors all  belonging  to  the  Society  of  Friends, 
but*  after  his  marriage  he  attended  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  a member, 
and  although  he  never  united  with  that  denomi- 
nation he  was  quite  active  in  its  interests,  serv- 
ing as  trustee  of  the  Church  where  he  worshiped, 
and  taking  a prominent  part  in  all  its  enterprises. 

James  H.  Redman  was  born  June  17,  1829, 
at  No.  185  Hester  street,  New'York  City,  where 
all  his  brothers  and  sisters  were  also  born,  and 
like'  them  he  received  the  advantages  of  the  pri- 
vate.and  select  schools  of  his  native  city,  attend- 
ing also  the  select  school  for  boys  conducted  by 
Prot:  Thomas  P.  St.  John,  at  Ridgefield,  Conn. 
In  1845  he  graduated  from  Pennington  (N.  J.) 
Seminary,  and  soon  after  this  he  commenced 
leafning  the  business  of  jewelry  manufacturer, 
in  which  he  began  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder, 
working  at  first  at  sweeping,  “blowing  the 
sweep, ’’and  other  menial  duties,  and  rising  as  he 
won  promotion  until  he  became  a partner  in  the 
house.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  traveling 
salesman  for  various  jewelry  firms,  going  to  large 
cities  only,  and  continued  in  this  line  until  his 
retirement  in  1878.  He  made  his  home  in  the 
Borough  of  Brooklyn,  New  York  City,  until  1892, 
when  he  removed  to  Riverside,  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  commodious  and  pleasant  home 
where  he  lived,  and  in  the  remodeling  and 
beautifying  of  which  he  spared  neither  pains 
nor  expense,  the  dwelling  and  grounds  giving 
ample  evidence  of  their  owner’s  taste  and  inter- 
est in  this  direction.  Mr.  Redman  was  like  his 
father,  quiet  and  retiring  in  disposition,  avoid- 
ing  publicity  in  every  way,  but  he  was  neverthe- 
less popular  and  well  liked  by  all  his  neighbors, 
and  he  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  substan- 
tial and  valuable  citizens  of  the  community  in 
which  he  made  his  home,  and  took  considerable 
interest  in  the  social  life  of  the  locality.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Riverside  Yacht  Club.  While 
living  in  Brooklyn  he  was  a member  of  the  Am- 
phion  Musical  Society. 

In  1853  Mr.  Redman  was  married,  by  Rev. 
William  M.  Adams,  to  Miss  Cecelia  Allen,  of 
New  York,  and  two  children  blessed  this  union, 
namely:  James  E.,  now  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; and 
Mary  A.,  Mrs.  Robert  M.  Mitchill,  Jr.,  of  Ora- 
dell,  N.  J.,  who  has  two  children — Robert  M. 
and  Cecelia  R.  Mrs.  Redman  passed  away  in 
1874,  and  in  1881  Mr.  Redman  married  a widow, 


Mrs.  William  H.  Hollingshead,  ne'e  Henrietta 
Manning.  She  had  two  children  by  her  first 
marriage — Charles  G.,  of  New  York;  and  Carrie 
B.,  Mrs.  Clarence  W.  Taylor,  also  of  New  York. 
Mrs.  Redman  is  an  active  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church  at  Mianus,  Fairfield  county,  to 
which  her  husband  also  belonged.  He  was  a Re- 
publican in  political  belief,  a regular  voter  but  no 
politician,  though  he  took  a deep  interest  in  the 
success  of  his  party.  While  in  Brooklyn  he  was 
a member  of  the  Ward  Association. 

On  September  14,  1847,  Mr.  Redman  joined 
what  was  then  Company  B of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Regiment,  and  which  became  afterward  the  fa- 
mous Seventh  Regiment,  and  rose  from  the  ranks 
to  the  position  of  orderly  sergeant.  This  military 
organization  is  one  of  the  best-known  in  New 
York  City,  and  is  the  same  which  his  father  be- 
longed to  when  it  was  known  as  the  Eleventh 
Regiment.  At  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  a 
veteran  member  in  good  standing. 


MON.  DAVID  H.  MILLER,  ex-member  of 
the  General  Assembly  from  the  Redding  dis- 
trict of  Fairfield  county,  who  for  many  years  has 
been  a prominent  business  man  of  Georgetown, 
is  a native  of  England,  born  in  the  City  of  Lon- 
don, August  12,  1831. 

Capt.  John  H.  Miller,  his  father,  was  born  in 
London,  England,  and  throughout  his  lifetime 
was  connected  with  the  English  army.  He  was 
captain  of  a company  stationed  in  the  West 
Indies.  He  married  Sarah  Nevill,  and  to  them 
were  born  as  follows:  (1)  John  H.  was  a native 
of  London,  came  to  America,  and  for  a time  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  showcases  in  New 
York.  Later  he  became  a farmer,  and  in  1849, 
on  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California,  he  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  in  that  field.  He  visited  various 
countries,  and  died  some  years  ago  in  the  city  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  Argentine  Confederation,  South 
America.  He  was  a delegate  from'  California  to 
the  National  Convention  at  which  General  Fre- 
mont was  nominated  for  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Miller  was  an  educated  man. 
He  spoke  a number  of  languages,  and  was  at  one 
time  the  editor  of  one  of  the  Sacramento  news- 
papers. (2)  David  H.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Nathaniel  Nevill,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Sarah  Miller,  was  born  in  Pewsey.  County  of 
Wilts,  England,  where  he  served-  a five-years 
apprenticeship  at  the  business  of  boot  and  shoe 
mahufacturing  and  tanning.  Having  served  out 
his  time,  he  began  carrying  on  the  same  business 
for  himself,  and  soon  became  one  of  the  promi- 
nent men  in  that  line  of  business  in  London,  the 
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product  of  his  factory  going  to  various  countries, 
including  the  United  States  and  Canada.  He 
married  Sarah  Pulbrook,  and  their  children  were: 
Richard,  Eliza  and  Sarah. 

David  H.  Miller  attended  private  schools  in 
his  native  city  until  he  was  twelve  years  of  age. 
His  father  having  died  when  he  was  but  a lad, 
he  was  taken  when  about  twelve  years  old  by  his 
stepfather  into  his  office,  where  he  was  employed 
through  the  day,  at  night  attending  school.  He 
obtained  a knowledge  of  the  banking  and  im- 
porting business  in  London,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  came  to  the  United  States  with 
D.  M.  Peyser.  Immediately  on  his  arrival  in 
New  York  he  was  made  cashier  in  D.  M.  Peyser’s 
store  in  that  city.  He  held  this  position  some 
years,  and  was  then  engaged  in  the  manufactur- 
ing of  showcases  until  1851.  In  that  year  he 
returned  to  London,  England,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  his  stepfather,  with  whom  he  learned 
the  curled-hair  business.  After  becoming  thor- 
oughly skilled  in  this, <he  returned  to  the  United 
States  in  1852  and  established  on  Pecks  Slip, 
New  York  City,  a factory  for  carrying  on  the 
business  he  had  just  learned.  Some  time  after 
this  he  became  acquainted  with  Edwin  Gilbert, 
of  Georgetown,  Conn.,  and  becoming  interested 
in  the  . factories  at  Georgetown,  he  transferred  his 
business  from  New  .York  to  that  point.  He  has 
since  resided  there,  and  for  forty- three  years  he 
has  figured  quite , conspicuously  in.  the  social, 
business  and  public  .affairs  of  the  village  and 
county.  He  is  extensively  and  favorably  known 
throughout  this  section  of  the  country.  Before 
the  Civil  war  he  was  a - member  of  the  Eighth 
Regiment  New  York  Washington  Grays.  During 
the  war  he  was  major  of  the  23d  Conn.  V.  I., 
and  served  upward  of  one  year.  He  has  served 
four  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  at  the 
present  time  he  holds  a commission  as  notary 
public.  He  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
school  district;  is  vice-president  of  the  Fairfield 
County  National.  Bank  at  Norwalk,  and  is  vice- 
president  and  secretary  of  the  Gilbert  & Bennett 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Georgetown.  Mr. 
Miller  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  was  instru- 
mental in  organizing  the  first  Republican  Club 
of  Georgetown  during  the  Fremont  campaign. 
In  1881  he  was  elected  to  the. General  Assembly 
from  Fairfield  county,  and  served  one  term  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents.  Mr.  Miller  is  a staff  officer  in  the 
Putnam  Phalanx,  of  .Hartford,  , which  was  or- 
ganized in  1858.  . He  is  a member  of  James  E. 
Moore  Post  No.  18,  G.  A.  R. , of  Danbury,  also 
of  the  Army  and  .Navy . Club;  fraternally,  he 
affiliates  with  Ark  Lodge  No.  39,  F.  & A.  M.,  of 


which  he  has  been  secretary  for  the  past  twenty- 
nine  years;  is  a member  of  Crusader  Command- 
ery  No.  10,  Knights  Templar,  and  of  Pyramid 
Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Bridgeport. 
In  his  religious  views  he  is  an  Episcopalian. 

In  JS55  Mr.  Miller,  was.  married  to  Miss 
Catherine  Welling,  who  was  horn  in  Dublin,  Ire- 
land, in  1833,  and  coming  when  a child  to  New 
York  City.  The  children  born  to  the  marriage 
are:  (1)  Samuel  J.,  born  November  18,  1856, 

received  a good  common-school  education,  and 
in  boyhood  learned  the  wire  business.  Begin- 
ning at  the  “bottom  round,”  he  was  steadily  ad- 
vanced from  one  position  to  another  until  he 
became  director  and  superintendent  of  the  com- 
pany’s works  at  Georgetown,  Conn.,  and  Chi- 
cago, 111.  He  served  five  years  as  regimental 
clerk  to  the  Connecticut  National  Guard.  . In 
his  religious  affiliations  he  is  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  Wilton,  of  which  he  is 
treasurer.  He  married  Miss  Esther  A.  Cannon, 
of  Cannon  Station,  a daughter  of  Charles  Can- 
non, of  the  town  of  Wilton,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren— D.  Henry  and  Mary  C.  (2)  Mary  C.  mar- 
ried Joseph  A.  Gray,  a prominent  lawyer  of 
Norwalk,  and  they  have  six  children.  (3)  David 
H.,  Jr.,  is  engaged  in  the  oyster  business  at 
Norwalk.  He  is  vice-president  and  treasurer 
of  the  Raymond  & Comstock  Hat  Mnfg.  Com- 
pany, and  interested  in  the  Blacking  Cabinet 
Manufactory,  both  of  South  Norwalk.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Old  Well  Hook  and  Ladder  Fire 
Company  of  South  Norwalk.  He  married  Miss 
Josephine  Getler,  and  they  have  one  child.  .(4) 
Catherine  W.  is  at  home.  (5)  Louis  P.  Miller 
was  born  April  • io,  1865,  at  Georgetown,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  village  schools,  and 
by  his  own  efforts  has  worked  his  way  up  to  the 
very  creditable  position  he  now  occupies — that 
of  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Gilbert  & Ben- 
nett Manufacturing  Company,  of  Georgetown. 
He  is  a member  of  Ark  Lodge,  No.  39,  F.  & A. 
M.,  of  Georgetown,  of  Crusader  Comm&ndery 
No.  10,  K.  T.,  and  of  Pyramid  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  of  Bridgeport,  also  of  Pilgrim 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.;  of  Ridgefield.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Etta  Bates,  daughter  of  Seth  P. 
Bates,  of  Kansas,  but  formerly  of  Redding, 
Conn.,  and  they  had  one  child  that  died  in 
infancy. . (6)  ■ Charles  J.  is  still  single,  and 

is  the  manager  of  the  Chicago  store  for  Gil- 
bert & Bennett  Manufacturing  Company.  1(7) 
Julius  W.  learned  the  machinist’s  trade,  and 
established  himself  in  that  business  at  South 
Norwalk.  He  is  unmarried.  (8)  Sarah  J.  is 
also  single.  She  is  a graduate  of  the  South  Nor- 
walk High  School  (having  been  valedictorian’  of 
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her  class),  also  of  the  State  Normal  School,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  schools  of 
Stamford,  this  county.  (9)  Bessie  E.  graduated 
from  the  South  Norwalk  High  School,  and  was 
also  valedictorian  of  her  class;  later  she  was 
graduated  from  the  State  Normal  School;  she  is 
now  teaching  in  the  schools  of  Stamford. 


HON.  MOSES  SHERWOOD.  This  well- 
known  agriculturist  is  a worthy  represent- 
ative of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  es- 
teemed families  of  this  county,  and  many  of  its 
members  for  several  generations  past  have  made 
■their  home  on  Sherwood’s  Island,  in  the  town  of 
Westport.  He  is  a direct  descendant  of  Thomas 
Sherwood,  who  came  from  England  in  1634,  set- 
tling in  this  county,  the  line  of  descent  being 
traced  through  Thomas  (2),  a son  of  the  pioneer; 
Samuel;  Daniel;  William;  Daniel;  and  Silas  B. 
Sherwood,  our  subject’s  father. 

Daniel  Sherwood,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  but  settled  in 
early  manhood  upon  Sherwood's  Island,  then  a 
wilderness.  He  married  Catherine  Burr,  of  the 
town  of  Westport,  and  had  ten  children,  all  now 
deceased:  Ebenezer,  a miller  and  farmer  in  the 
district  of  Compo,  town  of  Westport;  Catherine, 
who  married  Ebenezer  Diamond,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  a merchant  and  shipowner;  Eunice,  wife 
of  Ephraim  Barr,  a farmer  of  Fairfield  township; 
Daniel,  a farmer  in  Westport;  Abigail,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Abraham,  a merchant  at  Westport, 
who  also  ran  a "market  boat;”  Silas  B.,  our 
subject’s  father;  and  Francis,  Frederick  and 
Franklin  (triplets),  who  were  sea-faring  men. 

Silas  B.  Sherwood,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
-was  born  on  Sherwood’s  Island,  January  29, 
1805,  and  followed  farming  there  throughout  his 
active  life.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
in  religious  faith  he  was  a Congregationalist. 
His  death  occurred  at  his  home  on  Sherwood’s 
Island,  May  8,  1861,  and  his  wife,  Anna  Coley 
{Taylor),  daughter  of  Jessup  Taylor,  of  West- 
port,  died  February  4,  1861.  Our  subject  was 
the  youngest  in  a family  of  four  children,  the 
others  being:  Silas  B.,  Jr.,  who  died  December 

8,  1896,  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  a 
leading  Democrat  of  the  town  of  ^Vestport,  serv- 
ing many  years  as  judge  of  probate,  and  repre- 
senting his  town  ably  in  the  State  Legislature. 
Jessup  T.,  who  was  also  a farmer,  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-two  years.  Catherine  S.  married 
William  Burr,  a farmer  of  Fairfield  township 
and  is  still  living. 

Moses  Sherwood  was  born  May  16,  1839, 
at  the  old  homestead  on  Sherwood’s  Island,  and 


has  always  resided  in  that  locality.  He  is  a pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  farmer,  planting  mixed 
crops,  and  making  a decided  success  of  fruit  rais- 
ing. Like  others  of  his  family  he  takes  an  influ- 
ential part  in  local  affairs,  and  he  has  many  times 
been  elected  to  office  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 
In  1883  and  1884  he  served  as  a representative 
in  the  Legislature,  discharging  the  duties  of  the 
position  with  fidelity.  He  and  his  family  are 
identified  with  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Westport,  Conn.  On  December  11,  1862,  he 
married  Miss  Eliza  F.  Andrews,  daughter  of 
Ebenezer  T.  Andrews,  of  Easton,  this  county, 
and  three  children  have  blessed  the  union:  Henry 
M.  died  January  20.  1896;  M.  Wesley  assists  in 
the  management  of  the  homestead;  and  AnnaT. 
is  at  home. 


'\)7I\F1LLIAM  HENRY  HOLLY,  well-known  in 
jPje  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  as  the 
bookkeeper  of  the  Stamford  Savings  Bank,  is  a 
descendant  of  a family  that  has  been  identified 
with  Stamford  since  1642.  Three  brothers  of 
the  name  of  Holly  came  to  New  England  in  1625 
in  the  " Mayflower,”  this  being  its  second  trip. 

Nathan  Holly,  great-grandfather  of  William 
H.,  was  born  in  Stamford,  and  on  October  11, 
1763,  married  Hannah  Jager,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children,  namely:  Isaac,  Sarah  (born  May 

7,  1766),  and  Nancy.  Isaac  Holly  was  bom  in 
Stamford  May  26,  1768,  and  died  January  26, 
1827.  He  was  first  married  to  Levina  Bishop, 
by  whom  he  had  nine  children,  and  by  his  second 
wife,  Elena  Bishop,  he  had  five. 

George  Talbot  Holly  was  born  March  6, 
1822,  in  Stamford,  where  he  passed  his  youth 
and  early  manhood.  On  October  4,  1852,  he 
wedded  Sarah  J.  Kellogg,  daughter  of  Martin 
Kellogg,  and  in  1854  they  removed  to  Missouri, 
where  they  resided  some  eighteen  years,  Mr. 
Holly  engaging  in  mercantile  business.  After 
returning  to  Stamford  he  carried  on  merchandis- 
ing in  partnership  with  Alex.  J.  Holly,  in  1884 
retiring  from  active  life.  He  passed  away  May 
4,  1897,  leaving  three  children — Charles  Freder- 
ick and  George  T. , living  in  New  Mexico;  and 
William  Henry,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch.  The  youngest  child,  Isaac,  died  in  in- 
fancy. During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Holly  served 
the  Union  as  a member  of  the  41st  Mo.  V.  I.,  of 
which  regiment  he  was  quartermaster.  Many 
years  ago  he  was  captain  in  the  local  military 
organization  in  Stamford.  He  was  a member  of 
St.  John’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Stam- 
ford, and,  fraternally,  belongs  to  Union  Lodge, 
F.  & A.  M. 
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William  Henry  Holly,  named  for  his  unde, 
who  established  the  Stamford  Advocate,  the  first 
newspaper  published  in  Stamford,  was  born 
March  3,  1859,  at  Savannah,  Andrew  Co.,  Mo., 
and  there  received  his  early  education.  After  the 
family  returned  to  Stamford,  he  attended  high 
school  here,  and  then  commenced  clerking  in  the 
grocery  business,  at  which  he  was  employed  alto- 
gether for  about  seventeen  years.  During  this 
time  he  was  in  theemploy  of  Frederick  H.  Ayres, 
Ferris  & Nolan  and  Hale  & Totter,  wholesale 
dealers  in  New  York  City.  In  1889  he  formed 
his  present  connection  with  the  Stamford  Savings 
Bank,  and  has  held  the  position  of  bookkeeper 
there  ever  since,  giving  entire  satisfaction  in  this 
capacity.  His  stability  and  trustworthiness  have 
been  marked  characteristics  of  his  service,  and  he 
is  greatly  respected  by  all  his  associates,  in  either 
business  or  private  life 

Since  1888  Mr.  Holly  has  been  a member  of 
the  Connecticut  National  Guard,  and  he  has  been 
~ m u6  3ffairS  0f  his  “tgiment.  On 
Jn,L9'  l892’  he  was  made  regimental  inspector 

nuanfo^r’  the  rank  °f  caPtain-  ^1  on 
bS  897'he  Promoted  to  the  position 
d„  f mPeCt0r  0f  sma11  arms  practice,  and 
S"a;r*Cer  °?  “I6  of  the  brigadierlgen- 

nection  he  if  0 major.  In  fraternal  con- 
necuon  he  is  a member  of  Union  Lodge,  F.  & 

RoyMaUreaan  °rd;  °!,  Stamford  Council  No.  999, 
RoyaUmanum-  and  of  Puritan  Lodge,  No.^! 

council  of  the  p'i  1 c member  of  the  common 

matters  of  reheion  °[StM  (>899-1900).  In 
Protestant  p-’  be  unites  with  St.  Andrew’s 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  at  Stamford 


G'S^St’  rsecretary  of  the  Sewing 

is  one  of  theCsucceessful°hPany’  °f  BridSePort- 
town,  and  is  all  " ' busmess  men  of  that 

be,r>g  an  able  and  faith/ dch  “ mUn'ci,pal  a£fairs- 
«ts  of  the  people  tW  chamP10n  of  tl>e  inter- 

irving ri's ^1* son 2of  C5°’  Albany’  N-  Y-«  Mr. 

**«.  8°th Snow°fd«;eased  Ma/y  (G-Iley) 
w«  a carriage-bodv  lal  l H,s  ,ather.  who 
01  Dublin,  lrelandyh„tker  by.trade,  was  a native 
while  the  mother  was  k WSS  ° ^Sl’sh  ancestry, 
and-  They  were  ma  ■"  Devonsh>re,  Eng- 
for  some  time  resided  M thlS  country,  and 
removed  to  Bridgeport  "Vh  whence  they 

P?or8e.  our  subfec^  and  ^ hfd  two  children : 
infancy.  Ject'  and  a daughter  who  died  in 

e ,nts  madSeUbtihe!rVVhoS‘W0  y“rs  old  when  his  par- 

education  was  obtained  'n  n^0*’  wheT*  hi* 

a ' 0n  leaving  school  he 


went  to  New  York  City,  and  for  about  sixteen 
years  was  employed  as  a shipping  clerk  by  A.  T. 
Demarest  & Co.  and  John  C.  Ham.  In  1882  he 
returned  to  Bridgeport,  and  he  has  since  been 
connected  with  the  Sewing  Machine  Cabinet 
Company  in  a responsible  capacity.  Politically, 
he  is  a Republican,  and  he  has  always  taken 
keen  interest  in  the  questions  of  the  day.  At 
times  he  has  been  chosen  to  office  by  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  at  present  he  is  serving  as  alderman 
from  the  Tenth  district  of  Bridgeport.  In  1883 
he  married  Miss  Anna  T.  Harvey,  daughter  of 
William  H.  Harvey,  of  New  York,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Harvey  C.  Mr.  Irving  and  his 
wife  are  held  in  high  esteem  among  the  people 
of  Bridgeport,  and  he  is  a member  of  St.  John’s 
Episcopal  Church. 


CHARLES  OLMSTEAD,  an  industrious  and 
popular  agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Redding, 
Fairfield  county,  near  Branchville,  is  a native  of 
the  county,  born  February  5,  1822,  and  received 
his  education  at  the  common  school  of  the 
locality. 

For  a trade  Mr.  Olmstead  learned  shoemak- 
ing, but  did  not  follow  it  long,  and  when  he  was 
twenty-three  years  old  he  commenced  peddling, 
a vocation  that  gave  him  a good  deal  of  experi- 
ence in  various  parts  of  the  country,  especially 
in  the  South,  where  he  sold  goods  for  some  time. 
Later  he  became  traveler  for  the  Gilbert  & Ben- 
nett Manufacturing  Company,  of  Georgetown; 
Conn.,  and  with  that  firm  remained  some  fifteen 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  in  company 
with  Sturgess  Bennett,  he  embarked  in  a general 
store  business  at  Georgetown,  which  partnership 
was  dissolved  after  three  years.  Mr.  Olmstead 
next  took  up  the  timber  business,  but  gave  that 
up  after  ten  years  ; and  it  may  here  be  men- 
tioned that  at  one  time  he  carried  on  a butcher 
market  at  Georgetown.  Purchasing  his  present 
farm  near  Branchville,  he  has  since  carried  it  on 
successfully. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Olmstead  enlisted, 
in  1862,  in  Company  E,  23rd  Connecticut  Regi- 
ment, and  served  one  year.  In  religious  faith 
he  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  with  which 
he  united  sixty  years  ago,  has  held  all  the  offices 
in  same,  at  the  present  time  is  trustee  and  stew- 
ard, and  for  many  years  was  superintendent  of 
the  Sabbath-school.  Politically  he  is  a zealous 
Republican,  originally  a Whig,  and  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Fillmore  ; among  other  offices  held  by 
Mr.  Olmstead  was  that  of  assessor  of  his  town. 

In  1 844  our  subject  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Fillow,  who  was  born  at  Redding,  in  May,  1825, 
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a daughter  of  Joseph-  Fillow,  a farmer  of  that 
town,  and  three  children  were  born  to  them,  to 
wit  : Charles  O.,  a brief  notice  of  whom  follows  ; 
Laura  A.,  wife  of  Charles  A.  Jennings  ; and 
Clarence  L.,  married  to  Flora  Dyckman.  Of 
these,  Charles  O.  was  born  in  the  town  of  Red- 
ding, studied  medicine,  graduated  from  the  Col- 
lege of  Physiciaas  and  Surgeons  of  New  York, 
and  became  an  expert  surgeon,  with  practice  at 
Cross  River,  N.  Y.  He  was  president  of  the 
New  York  Medical  Society,  and  was  a promi- 
nent Freemason.  He  died  in  March,  1893  ; his 
widow  is  yet  living  ; no  issue. 

Abram  Olmstead,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  and  was  a lifelong 
farmer.  By  his  wife,  Rachel  St.  John,  he  had 
children:  John,  married  a Miss  Lockwood; 
Charles  is  our  subject;  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Ezra 
Bronson;  and  Julia  married  Andrew  Raymond. 

Nathan  Olmstead,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  Fairfield 
county,  and  was  also  an  agriculturist  all  his  days, 
owning  a large  tract  of  land  on  Olmstead  Hill,  in 
the  town  of  Wilton.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  citizens  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
He  married  a Miss  Middlebrooks,  and  had  five 
children:  Nathan,  who  never  married;  Aaron, 

who  wedded -a  Miss  Scribner;  Abram,  father  of 
our  subject;  Hannah,  who  never  married;  and 
Polly  (Mrs.  Keeler). 

EjEV.  GEORGE  W.  NICHOLS,  D.  D..  the 

)_  well-known  clergyman  and  author,  who  is 

now  living  in  retirement  in  Norwalk,  Fairfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  was  for  many  years  promirient  in  the 
work  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  this' State.  His 
family  became  identified  with  the  county  at  an 
early  date,  and  his  grandfather,  Ephraim  Nich- 
ols, who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  did 
gallant  service  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  taking  part  in  several  battles,  including  that 
of  White  Plains.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
farmer,  and  his  remains  are  interred  at  Green- 
field Hill.  He  married  Miriam  Bradley,  and 
they  had  one  daughter,  Ellen,  who  died  young, 
and  four  sons,  of  which  our  subject’s  father, 
Rev.  Samuel  Nichols,  D.  D.,  was  the  third  in 
order  of  birth.  The  eldest,  Capt.  Charles  Nich- 
ols, was  a farmer  at  Greenfield  Hill,  where  his 
death  occurred.  William  and  Bradley  H.  were 
also  successful  agriculturists  in  this  county,  and 
the  former  was  for  many  years  a justice  of  the 
peace. 

Rev.  Samuel  Nichols,  D.  D.,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Fairfield,  and  grew  to  manhood  on 


the  old  homestead  at  Greenfield  Hill.  He  com- 
pleted his  education  at  Yale  College,  graduating 
in  18 1 1 , and  for  some  time  he  had  charge  of  an 
academy  at  Herkimer,  N.  Y. , where  he  met  and 
married  Miss  Susan  Warner,  daughter  of  G.  J. 
Warner,  and  granddaughter)of  George  Warner,  a 
native  of  England.  This  family  was  prominent 
in  Revolutionary  times,  some  of  its  members  be- 
ing active  in  the  cause  of  freedom.  Soon  after 
his  marriage  Rev.  Samuel  Nichols,  D.  D.,  re- 
moved to  Bedford,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  remained  twenty-three  years  as  rector 
of  St.  Mathew’s  Episcopal  Church,  but  his  last 
years  were  spent  at  the  old  home  at  Greenfield 
Hill.  His  wife  died  in  New  York  State.  They 
had  nine  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
eldest  ; Effingham  H.,  formerly  a lawyer  in  New 
York  City,  is  now  living  in  retirement ; William, 
who  is  also  retired,  was  a real-estate  dealer  in 
New  York  City  ; Samuel  and  John  are  engaged 
in  agriculture  in  Fairfidd  county  ; Alexander  R. 
T.,  a resident  of  Greenfield  Hill,  is  a leading 
politician  of  this  section,  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature  ; Charles  is  de- 
ceased; Maria  and  Susan  are' still  living,  and  the 
latter  has  gained  fame  both  as  an  artist  and 
writer. 

The  venerable  subject  of  these  lines  was  born 
May  12,  1817,  in  Fairfield,  Herkimer  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  a child  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Bedford.  After  completing  a course  in  Bed- 
ford Academy  he  entered  Yale  College,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1835/ and  he  then  went  to 
New  York  City  to  take  a course  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  on 
graduation,  in  1837,  being  ordained  as  a clergy- 
man. He  had  charge  of  various  parishes  in  this 
State  during  his  active  career  as  a minister,  and 
he  retired  about  twenty  years  ago,  making  his 
permanent  home  in  Norwalk,  where  he  purchased 
a pleasant  residence,  calling  his  home  “Walde- 
grave  Cottage,”  after  the  Earl  of  Waldegrave, 
from  whom  he  is  descended.  In  the  course  of 
his  life  he  has  made  many  choice  friends,  one  of 
the  earliest  and  most  intimate  being  Chief  Justice 
John  Jay.  He  has  been  married  twice,  but  both 
wives  have  passed  to  the  unseen  life,  leaving  no 
children  to  brighten  his  home.  A highly  cul- 
tured mind  and  scholarly  habits  enable  Mr. 
Nichols  to  make  his  leisure  pass  pleasantly,  and 
his  pen  has  been  used  to  good  purpose  on  differ- 
ent topics.  He  has  published  several  volumes: 
“Letters  from  Waldegrave  Cottage;  ” a volume 
entitled  “Miscellaneous  Sermons"  (a  valuable 
addition  to  literature) ; * • Memories  of  Childhood,  ^ 
and  “Fragments  from  the  Study  of  a Pastor, 
all  of  which  have  added  to  the  reputation  of  the. 
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author  as  a writer  and  scholar.  His  “Letters 
from  Waldegrave  Cottage,”  many  of  which  were 
originally  published  in  Frank  Leslie’s  “Sunday 
Magazine,”  edited  by  Dr.  Talmage,  have  at- 
tracted special  attention,  and  at  the  time  of  their 
appearance  in  book  form  were  warmly  welcomed, 
especially  by  those  who  were  familiar  with  the 
persons  and  places  described,  though  the  book 
also  won  many  admirers  by  its  high  moral  tone 
and  the  scholarly  touches  which  give  it  a per- 
manent value  as  a work  of  literature.  Mr. 
Nichols  having  had  the  rare  pleasure  of  being  a 
friend  of  the  first  chief  justice  of  the  United 
States,  his  reminiscences  of  him  and  other  noted 
persons  of  his  acquaintance,  delightfully  mingled 
with  historical  recollections  and  interesting  de- 
scriptions and  full  of  admirable  moral  lessons, 
lends  a peculiar  charm  to  the  work,  which  affords 
much  food  for  thought  to  the  careful  reader. 

From  an  article  in  The  New  York  Church 
Press  March  6,  1886,  we  excerpt  the  following: 
" The  aim  of  the  author  has  been  to  afford  in- 
terest and  to  do  good.  In  this  he  has  succeeded 
remarkably  well.  His  topics  are  varied  and  di- 
versified, blending  personal  reminiscences  with 
social  questions,  ecclesiastical  relations  and  the- 
ological discussions,  whilst  the  style  throughout 
is  simple  and  ornate,  at  once  captivating  and  in- 
structive. The  writer  enunciates  sound  views 
and  imparts  useful  information,  and  his  • Letters 
from  Waldegrave  Cottage  ’ will  be  prized  by  those 
who  know  Mr.  Nichols  as  a gift  of  friendship, 
and  by  those' who  read  them  for  their  own  merit 
as  the  outpouring  of  a scholary  mind  and  a gen- 
erous soul.” 

The  Church  Record,  published  at  Southport, 
Conn.,  said:  “ The  author’s  extensive  acquain- 

tance with  men  and  affairs  for  more  than  a gen- 
eration past  enables  him  to  weave  together  facts 
of  the  present  with  reminiscences  of  the  past. 
Great  men  in  the  Church’s  story,  who  appear  to 
us  of  the  younger  generation  to  belong  to  an  age 
long  past,  are  to  the  writer’s  mind  but  a step  re- 
moved from  the  present.  Of  them,  and  of  events 
that  now  make  history,  of  scenes  and  customs 
which  in  our  swiftly  changing  social  life  have  al- 
ready become  matters  of  bygone  days,  he  speaks 
with  the  power  of  an  eye-witness,  and  gives  an 
air  of  reality  to  his  notes  and  observations.  Min- 
gled with  these  remarks  upon  men  and  events 
(that  belong  to  the  best  class  of  pleasant  gossip, 
which  is  never  improper,  and  always  increases 
our  knowledge  of  human  life)  are  other  letters 
that  deal  with  deeper  and  holier  themes  of  the 
Christian  faith,  reverently,  and  yet  in  the  same 
friendly  and  conversational  manner.  Altho- 
gether  this  volume  belongs  to  a class  of  literature 


that  is  too  little  cultivated  to-day,  and  may  be 
read  with  pleasure  and  profit  during  many  a leis- 
ure hour.” 


ATHARINE  STURGES,  who  departed  this 
life  April  5,  1897,  in  Wilton,  was  a highly 
esteemed  member  of  one  of  the  well-known  fam- 
ilies of  Fairfield  county,  Conn.  She  was  born 
November  29,  1816,  and  received  a good  educa- 
tion, in  part  at  the  public  schools  of  her  town,  in 
part  at  Olmstead  Academy,  in  Wilton,  under  the 
preceptorship  of  Hawley  Olmstead,  L.  D.  She 
attended  the  services  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at 
Wilton,  in  which  town  she  passed  all  of  her  long 
and  useful  life.  She  was  possessed  of  a keen  and 
vigorous  mind  and  sound  judgment. 

Miss  Sturges  was  one  of  the  seventh  genera- 
tion from  (I)  John  Sturges  (or  Sturge),  who  mar- 
ried Deborah  Barlow,  and  died  November  24, 
1686,  aged  sixty-two  years;  they  had  a son  (II) 
Jonathan,  born  about  1652,  who  married  Susan- 
nah Banks,  and  died  November  29,  I7ii;they 
had  one  son  (III)  Peter,  who  married  Hannah 
Jennings,  and  died  May  6,  1757,  aged  seventy- 
three  years;  they  had  a son  (IV)  Daniel,  baptized 
February  3,  1713,  who  on  November  5,  1741, 
married  Mary  Beers,  and  died  January  29,  1773; 
they  had  a son  (V)  Daniel,  who  was  the  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 

(V)  Daniel  Sturges,  born  October  15,  1745, 
in  the  town  of  Greenfield,  Conn.,  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality. 
During  most  of  his  lifetime  he  followed  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  he  was  remarkable  for  his 
great  physical  strength.  In  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution he  was  a patriot  soldier,  and  was  present 
at  the  battle  of  Valley  Forge.  He  married  Miss 
Naomi  Bradley,  and  their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Joseph,  who  married  Amelia  Ogden;  Sam- 
uel, who  married  Mary  Hurlbut;  (VI)  Erastus, 
father  of  our  subject;  and  Increase.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife,  Naomi,  he  removed  to  the 
West,  having  married  a second  time,  and  having 
children  by  this  marriage  also,  about  whom  little 
is  known. 

(VI)  Erastus  Sturges,  born  in  1 779,  in  the 
town  of  Greenfield,  Conn.,  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  neighborhood,  then  living  in  his 
boyhood  with  a Mr.  Finch,  of  Wilton,  the  an- 
cestor of  Frank  and  Henry  Finch,  of  Wilton. 
In  1833  he  left  a farm  on  “ Dumpling  Hill,”  near 
Cannon,  having  purchased  near  Wilton  Centre 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Erastus  Sturges  Home- 
stead, and  there  passed  the  rest  of  his  days, 
dying  January  20,  1 846.  He  was  a well-informed 
man,  self-educated  and  self-made.  Politically, 
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he  was  a Whig,  and  was  honored  as  few  men  of 
his  day  and  age  were  with  election  to  numerous  lo- 
cal offices  of  trust,  such  as  selectman  of  his  town, 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  judge  of  his  county, 
being  well-known  in  Connecticut  at  the  beginning 
of  or  early  in  the  present  century.  Moreover, 
he  served  as  a member  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature thirty-three  years,  being  elected  consecu- 
tively for  twenty-two  years.  He  was  a born 
leader  of  men,  one  of  the  most  influential  in  his 
town,  and  was  possessed  of  undoubted  integrity, 
a trait  transmitted  to  his  children.  He  married 
Miss  Abigail  Sturges,  who  was  born  February  4, 
1788,  daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Hannah  (More- 
house) Sturges,  of  Wilton,  the  former  of  whom 
was  one  of  the  largest  landholders  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  town.  By  this  union  there  were 
children  as  follows:  Henrietta,  who  was  born 
December  22,  1804,  and  died  January  4,  1824; 
Isaac  Morehouse,  born  July  6,  1807,  and  died 
October  30,  1877,  and  Aaron  Bradley,  born  in 
September,  1809,  neither  of  whom  married; 
Mary,  born  April  46,  1812,  married  George  A. 
Davenport,  and  died  March  1,  1884;  Angeline, 
born  November  29,  1816,  and  died  in  1877;  and 
Catharine,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Isaac  Sturges,  brother  of  Miss  Sturges,  was 
born  at  Wilton  and  there  educated,  attending  the 
school  of  Hawley  Olmstead.  Later  he  studied 
law  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1837.  For  some  time  he  practiced  his 
profession  at  Newtown,  later  removing  to  Bridge- 
port, where  he  followed  his  profession  some 
thirty  years.  He  became  a very  prominent  man 
in  his  profession,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
all  who  knew  him. 

Aaron  Sturges,  the  other  brother,  was  always 
a farmer.  He  died  suddenly  August  7,  1856,  at 
at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years.  Tradition  tells 
of  his  remarkable  memory.  Angeline,  the  twin 
sister  of  Catharine  Sturges,  was  a most  generous, 
unselfish  woman,  possessed  of  high  practical 
ability,  and  was  much  esteemed  and  beloved  by 
all  who  knew  her  best. 


WESLEY  L.  CLARK,  secretary  and  treas- 

urer  of  the  Derby  Silver  Company,  was 

born  October  24,  1857,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph 
M.  Clark,  whose  sketch  is  embodied  herein.  In 
the  Derby  or  East  Side  public  school  he  received 
a good  academic  education,  and  after  leaving 
school  entered  the  Derby  post  office  as  clerk,  re- 
maining there  ten  years,  acting  as  clerk,  how- 
ever., only  during  the  first  year,  the  other  nine 
years  being  assistant  postmaster.  This  period  of 
ten  years  ended  September  1,  1882,  and  he  was 


then  employed  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Derby  Sil- 
ver Company,  which  position  he  retained  until 
he  was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
company,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  1889,  and  this 
position  he  has  filled  ever  since.  Mr.  Clark  has 
been  successful  in  whatever  he  has  undertaken, 
and  is  one  of  the  prominent  younger  business 
men  of  the  town.  He  is  a member  of  Ousa- 
tonic  Lodge,  No.  6,  I.  O.  O.  F. , of  Derby,  and 
of  the  Derby  and  Shelton  Board  of  Trade.  As  a 
Republican,  Mr.  Clark  has  always  been  interested 
in  the  success  of  the  party,  and  while  not  a mem- 
ber of  any  Church,  yet  contributes  toward  the 
support  of  and  attends  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Shelton.  He  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
South  End  Land  Company,  director  in  the  Shel- 
ton Savings  Bank,  and  in  the  Shelton  Building 
and  Loan  Institution. 

Mr.  Clark  was  married,  in  1879,  to  Ida  M. 
Rockwell,  daughter  of  Lorenzo  Rockwell,  of 
Derby,  Conn.,  and  has  two  sons,  viz.:  Walter 
R.  and  Earnest  W. 

Besides  Wesley  L. , Joseph  M.  Clark  and  wife 
had  the  following  children:  Howard  E.,  born 
August  21,  1859,  now  a pattern-maker  of  Mid- 
dletown, Conn.;  Myrtie  M.,  born  August  21, 
1861,  married  to  Noyes  D.  Baldwin,  a livery- 
man of  Derby,  Conn.;  Joseph  L. , born  in  1864, 
now  a burnisher  in  the  Derby  Silver  Company  s 
factory;  and  Bessie  S.,  born  in  the  year  1 875- 
living  at  home.  Joseph  M.  Clark  was  a joiner 
by  trade,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Derby 
Lumber  Company  from  the  time  he  learned 
his  trade  until  July,  1896,  a period  of  forty-five 
years.  While  not  actively  engaged  in  political 
affairs,  yet  he  has  always  sympathized  with  and 
aided  the  Republican  party,  in  his  own  quiet  way. 
He  is  an  attendant  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  an  excellent  citizen  in  every  sense  of  the 
word. 

Following  is  a brief  ancestral  history  of  the 
Clark  family,  which  will  be  found  of  more  than 
ordinary  interest:  George  Clark,  the  planter, 
with  his  wife,  Sarah,  and  two  children,  emigrated 
from  England  to  America  in  the  year  1637.  'n 
company  with  John  Davenport  and  his  congrega- 
tion, from  Kent  and  Surrey,  near  London,  to- 
gether with  several  other  parties  of  wealth  and 
respectability,  the  whole  forming  a considerable 
colony  of  persons,  who  early  in  the  year  1637  left 
England  to  escape  persecutions  on  account  of 
their  religious  belief,  to  take  up  their  abode  in 
the  New  World.  They  landed  at  Boston,  Mass., 
where  they  remained  about  one  year;  but  for  sev- 
eral reasons  Mr.  Davenport  and  his  companions 
decided  to  leave  Boston  and  to  make  their  perma- 
I nent  settlement  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  then 
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known  by  the  Indian  name  of  Quinnipiack.  They 
sailed  (rom  Boston  March  30,  1638,  and  reached 
Quinnipiac  in  about  two  weeks. 

In  the  year  1639  a part  of  Mr.  Davenport’s 
congregation,  including  George  Clark  (1),  re- 
moved Irom  New  Haven  and  settled  at  Milford, 
then  known  by  its  Indian  name  of  Wopowage, 
it  being  about  ten  miles  westerly  from  New 
Haven.  George  Clark  (1)  continued  to  reside 
at  Milford  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  a “free  planter”  and  a man  of  consider- 
able property  and  influence.  He  was  many 
times  a deputy  or  representative  from  Milford 
to  the  general  court  of  New  Haven  and  Con- 
necticut, the  two  colonies  being  separate  and 
distinct  until  their  union  May  11,  1665,  under 
the  name  of  Connecticut.  He  died  in  1690  at 
about  eighty  years  of  age,  leaving  a good  estate. 
His  wife,  Sarah,  died  July  19,  1689.  They  had 
nine  children. 


George  Clark  (2),  third  son  of  George  Clarl 
(0  the  planter,  was  born  at  Milford,  Nev 
Haven  county,  Conn.,  the  Church  records  a 
Milford  showing  that  he  was  baptized  April  30 
He  resided  in  Milford  until  his  death 
which  occurred  in  the  year  1 734.  He  was  mucl 
and  respected.  His  wife  was  Deborah 

G°ld-  “d  br  i”'  i"  !>*' 

Clarwln*  Clarll  the  -voun£est  son  of  Georg 
Was  born  at  Milford,  Conn.,  in  th 
thTn  i-  \nd  W3S  baPt,zed  September  26,  bu 

tSTW  his  birth  is  not  known’  H, 

t t S Wi,e’  Mary’  Probab,y  in  th 

his  death  ^ LnUmg  t0  reside  at  M'lford  »nti 
had  six  rhtlH  1C^  °fcurred  'n  the  year  1762.  H 
Hezekiah^rT”1!1^  S°nS  and  tbree  daughters 
(3).  Was  born  \rk'w^St  son  of  George  Clar 
1721  Hp  Milford,  Conn.,  in  the  yea 

to  Mary  Peck^R^h*1  abo.ut  the  year  * 74 
Conn. , purchaspH  B.etban7’  New  Haven  county 
there  after  hi«  * afm  ln  Bethany,  and  live 

vearhe  emere  Z'T  T'  ^ In  tha 

while  in  the  -h  Bevoiutlonary  army,  an 
ty  malignant  dvsem  ° hls.country  was  attacke 
same  year  at  th  ntery’  0 wh,ch  he  died  th 
thirteen  child™  T °f  fifty-three.  He  ha 
Hezekiah  Clark  u,  Aaron  Ciark'  third  son  c 
h«  30,  i7eg  as  born  at  Bethany,  Septem 
of  0ra"ge  and  ,marned  Elizabeth  Fowlei 
“itH  the  sprint,  ^n‘'nued  to  reside  at  Bethan 
®range,  in  the^sam  8C>9'  wben  be  removed  t 
7’  'M.  His  vvl  pi  °Uuty:  Where  he  died  Ma 
at  the  advanced  age  d'ed  May  1 ’•  1865 

had  s>*  children.  g ' nmety-seven  years.  The 
Aaron  Clark  t. 

’ ■*  ’ son  °f  Aaron  Clark,  an 


grandson  of  Hezekiah  Clark,  was  born  Novem- 
ber 10,  1796,  at  Bethany,  Conn.  He  married 
Lovisa  Merrick  early  in  1819,  and  afterward  lived 
at  Orange,  Conn. , where  he  died  in  1 886.  His 
wife  Lovisa  died  there  January  6,  1873,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine.  They  had  eight  children. 
Joseph  M.  Clark,  son  of  Aaron  and  Lovisa  Clark, 
was  born  September  11,  1831.  He  married 
Julia  Ann  Riggs,  and  now  lives  in  Derby,  Conn. 
A brief  account  of  his  life  has  already  been  given. 

Edward  Riggs,  the  head  of  the  Riggs  family 
in  this  country,  came  from  England  and  settled 
at  Roxbury,  Mass.,  early  in  the  summer  of  1633. 
He  had  a wife  and  two  sons  and  four  daughters, 
his  son,  Edward,  being  about  twenty  years  of 
age.  Within  three  years  of  his  arrival  he  buried 
his  wife,  his  son  John,  and  two  daughters.  Ed- 
ward Riggs  (2),  son  of  Edward  (1),  married 
Elizabeth  Roosa  in  1635.  In  1637  he  was  a 
sergeant  in  the  Pequot  war,  and  greatly  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  rescuing  his  commander 
and  twelve  of  his  companions  from  an  am- 
buscade. and  was  afterward  known  as  “Ser- 
geant Riggs.”  Nothing  further  is  known  of  him 
until  1646,  when  he  settled  at  Milford,  Conn. 
In  1654  he,  with  Edward  Wooster  and  perhaps 
one  or  two  other  families,  settled  at  Paugasuck 
(afterward  Derby) — Wooster  by  the  side  of  the 
river  where  Derby  village  was  established,  and 
Riggs  on  the  hill  a mile  east,  where  his  descend- 
ants have  until  recently  resided  and  held  pro- 
perty. The  house  of  Edward  Riggs  stood  by  the 
rock  a few  rods  west  of  the  present  house,  a Mr. 
Finney  being  the  present  owner.  This  first 
house  was  the  one  where  Whalley  and  Goff,  the 
judges  of  Charles  I,  took  refuge  in  1661,  as 
recorded  by  President  Ezra  Stiles  in  his  history 
of  those  celebrated  and  honored  men.  In  being 
the  protectors  of  those  refugees  the  Riggs  family 
will  bear  lasting  honors  by  true  lovers  of  consti- 
tutional liberty. 

Edward  Riggs  being  one  of  the  company 
which  purchased  the  claims  of  Mr.  Goodyear  to 
Paugasuck  lands  in  1653,  made  his  choice  of  a 
farm  before  any  division  of  the  lands  was  made, 
and  secured  a beautiful  location  and  good  land. 
Here  he  remained  until  1666,  when  he  became 
one  of  the  planters  of  Newark,  N.  J.  His  wife 
Elizabeth  was  the  only  woman  there  the  first 
summer.  His  children,  except  Samuel,  removed 
with  him.  Samuel  Riggs,  son  of  Edward  Riggs, 
married  (first)  Sarah,  daughter  of  Richard  Bald- 
win, of  Milford,  June  14,  1667,  and  settled  on  his 
father's  homestead,  which  he  probably  inherited. 
He  married  (second)  Mrs.  Sarah  Washburn,  May 
6,  1713.  He  was  a man  of  great  ability  and 
business  capacity,  and  was  honored  to  the  end 
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of  his  life.  He  was  a representative  for  several 
years,  made  justice  of  the  peace  and  served  in 
many  other  offices.  He  built  the  first  house  in 
Seymour,  and  gave  to  his  son  at  that  place  200 
acres  of  land  with  houses  and  other  comforts,  in 
1708.  He  was  made  ensign  in  the  train  band  in 
1790,  and  always  thereafter  bore  that  title.  He 
had  nine  children. 

Capt.  John  Riggs,  son  of  Samuel  Riggs,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Tomlinson,  February  23,  1700, 
and  lived  on  his  father's  homestead,  which  the 
father  had  deeded  to  him  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
September  24,  1755,  when  he  was  seventy-eight 
years  of  age.  He  was  a man  of  solid  worth,  hon- 
ored in  many  offices,  and  was  commissioned  cap- 
tain in  1722;  was  appointed  by  the  State  one  of 
the  commissioners  to  divide  Woodbury  into  two 
societies  in  1723;  was  appointed  on  a committee 
of  seven  for  the  State  to  investigate  the  question 
of  the  ••western  lands,”  made  a report  in  May, 
1731,  according  to  which  five  towns  were  laid 
out — Colbrook,  Hartland;  Winchester,  Barkham- 
sted;  Torrington,  New  Hartford  and  Harring- 
ton. He  had  five  children.  Lieut.  Joseph  Riggs, 
son  of  Capt.  John  Riggs,  married  Mabel  Johnson, 
February  20,  1740. 

The  next  in  line  was  Joseph  Riggs,  born  July 
20,  1746,  and  died  May  15,  1822.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Johnson,  who  was  born  March  14, 
1753,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Johnson.  His  sec- 
ond son,  Ranford  Riggs,  was  born  in  1783,  and 
died  April  10,  1832.  He  married  Deborah  Bald- 
win, who  was  born  in  1782,  and  died  in  1868. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Dr.  Silas  Baldwin,  of  the 
Revolutionary  army.  His  son,  John  S.  Riggs, 
born  in  1805,  died  in  1870.  He  married  Maria 
Pardee,  who  was  born  in  1812,  and  died  April  3, 
1850.  Their  daughter,  Julia  Riggs,  born  Decem- 
ber 18,  1832,  married  Joseph  Clark,  born  Sep- 
tember 9,  1831. 


Their  children  were:  John  and  Thomas,  both 

born  in  Ipswich,  England,  the  former  in  1631, 
the  latter  in  1633;  James,  b.  in  Watertown, 
Mass.,  January  15,  1635-36;  Nathaniel,  b.  in 
Watertown,  August  25,  1639;  an  infant  (un- 
named), b.  in  Watertown,  October  27,  1642, 
buried  November  6,  1642;  and  two  b.  in  Lynn, 
Mass,  (unnamed),  in  1645  and  1648,  respectively. 

WILL  OF  EDMUND  LEWIS,  OF  LYNN,  MASS. 

Lini  the  18th  of  the  11th  mo .1680  Memorandum  that 
1,  Edmund  Lewis,  beinge  sick  and  weake  but  °f  Pe““*  rnd 
membrance,  doe  make  and  confirm  this  my  last  will  and 

testament  as  followeth:  , .u.n 

First,  my  will  is  that  my  land  at  Watertown  shal  be 
soald  and  that  my  eldest  son  John  Lewis  shaU  have  a double 
portyon,  and  the  rest  of  my  children  namely  the  five  young 
est  to  have  every  one  of  them  a l.cke  port  yon of  my Estate. 
Secondly,  my  deare  and  loveing  wife  to  have  the  thwd  of  all 
mv  whole  Estate.  Thirdly,  I desire  that  my  wife  may  have  » 
cow  over  and  above  towards  bringmge  upeof 
children.  Fourthly,  my  desire,  my  wife  to  be  my  whole  ex 
ecutor  to  dispose  of  my  body  and  goods  accordingl  y . 
Fifthly,  My  request  to  my  son  John  is  to  give  his  Motbera 
Cow  to  help  her  towards  the  brmginge  upe  of  my  Youngest 
children.  Sixthly,  my  request  to  my  faon  Thomas  Lewis  is 
. _ _•  ... w v. Qhppnp  to  helD  her  as  aiore 


LEWIS  FAMILY.  Edmund  Lewis  and  his 

1 wife  Mary,  the  former  aged,  at  the  time, 

thirty-three  years,  the  latter  aged  thirty-two 
years,  with  their  two  children  embarked  April 
10,  1634,  on  the  good  ship  “Elizabeth”  (Capt. 
William  Andrews),  at  Ipswich,  England,  and  ar- 
rived in  Boston  some  time  during  the  following 
June.  Rev.  John  Sherman  was  a passenger  on 
the  same  vessel.  Edmund  Lewis  and  his  wife 
first  located  at  Watertown,  Mass.,  whence  they 
removed,  in  1643,  to  Lynn,  in  the  same  State. 
Edmund  was  admitted  a freeman  at  Watertown, 
May  24,  1636,  and  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of 
the  place,  1638.  He  died  at  Lynn,  January’, 
1651;  Mary,  his  wife,  died  September  7,  1658. 


asK  ior  01  John  and  the  Sheepe  1 — , - ,s 

that  they  now  have  in  their  possession.  Also  my  req 
to  Thomas  Hastines  to  be  my  supervisor  toassist  my  lo 
inge  wife.  (Signed)  Edmund  Lewis. 

(Signed)  John  Deakin, 

Edward  Burcham. 

This  will  was  brought  into  Court  the  25th 
1 2th  Mo.  1650-1,  and  Edward  Burcham  Sw°rne 
to  the  truth  of  it,  and  the  Court  ordered  that  the 
children  shall  have  their  several  porcyons  paid 
them  at  the  age  of  twentie  and  one  years. 
[Lewisiana,  November,  1895,  Page  72.] 

Benjamin  Lewis,  the  settler  at  Stratford, 
Conn.,  is  supposed  to  be  the  child  born  in  yD^> 
Mass.,  1648,  of  Edmund  Lewis  (and  ™ . 
Mary),  the  settler  at  Lynn,  Mass.  In  1669  en 
jamin  Lewis  was  one  on  a list  of  forty  persons  ^ 
help  to  establish  a village  at  Wallingford,  Con  • 
Bv  the  New  Haven  Colony.  [“  Lewisiana  V en- 
ruary,  1 897,  Page  1 1 5— (By  Helen  Perry  Max"e  ’ 
New  York  City).  “On  the  records  at  w* 
Haven,  Conn.,  there  is  no  mention  of  Ben3aI™° 
Lewis,  in  the  County  Court  Records  and  dui 
one  in  the  Colonial.  This  made  M&rc . *.  * 

1686-87,  commencing  ‘The  lands  of  Ben^m 
Lewis  sometime  planter  and  inhabitant  of  wa 
ingford  as  they  are  recorded  to  him — — • 
dently  a man  of  wealth  as  there  were  nine  Parce 
of  land,  and  the  records  cover  a whole  page 
the  book."] 

Benjamin  Lewis  was  a surveyor  in  >°73  1 
Wallingford,  and  came  to  Stratford  about  1 77- 
The  following  year  the  Congregationalists  com^ 
menced  building  a new  church,  which  was  com 
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pleied  in  1681.  Benjamin  asked  to  be  employed 
thereon,  as  he  was  a carpenter.  They  asked  for 
his  recommend,  and  he,  taking  off  one  of  his 
buckskin  gloves,  placed  it  upon  one  of  the  tim- 
bers that  were  scattered  around,  and  holding  a 
stick  ol  wood  on  the  glove  made  with  a broad- 
axe  a wooden  pin  without  in  the  least  cutting  the 
glove.  Benjamin  Lewis  married  Hannah,  daugh- 
ter of  Sergeant  John  Curtis  and  Elizabeth 
Welles,  in  1671. 

James  Lewis  received  his  commission  as 
captain,  October,  1717,  copy  of  which  follows: 


BY  HIS  HONOUR'S  COMMAND. 

1, rf0!d?u^aii0"s,al1:  1*9 : Govern°r  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  °f  H's  Majestie  s Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New  Ene- 
land.  To  James  Lewiss,  Gent.  Greeting 

!he  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  ac- 
"Pr’0^Gaptam  of  the  Second  Company  or  Train-band 
fidenre Tv  fS  r“f°1d'  rRePosin«  Special  Trust  and  Con- 

2,  y'n  y°ur  Lofvaily.  Courage  and  good  Conduct.  I do 
lL\„  T r he  Let,ers'  Fatenls  bom  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land  to  this  Corporation  me  thereunto  Enabling,  Appoint 

from  Me  or  from  nth^  l°  T,?e  y°u  Sha11  receive  either 
the  Trust  herebv  pTi’ j°Ur  SuPerl?r  Officer,  pursuant  to 
MdtheSealofthisSnyi"  £°~.  u<f!v.en  “nd"  I?L.Hand 


*1  Dmain,  1 ^ 

(Signed)  G.  Saltonstall. 

his  w!feSHfWiSi,St0ni0f  <"apt'  James  Lewis  and 
>730  LmTclhJadS0n  Lewis'  m-  December, 
Sherman  ™ ^"lan,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 

after  death  o')  l°  Sa?Uel  the  settler-  and  who, 
Timothy  ShermaT  ShTd  befCame  Wid°W  °f 
He  was  living  Auri'l  JfUary  27 - '797- 

d-  before  Aug  8 lV/  3'  a J£m6S  -Lewis  (2)> 
Lewis  m Timntho  cu and  Naomi  Sherman 
who  d JaT’.7hy  ^ermTan'  of  Old  Mill  Green. 
Naomi  Sherman  / 9;  J!lmotHy  Sherman  and 

°mi,  his  wife  T p ''  James  Lewis  and  Na- 

. .BenjaminYewsn^SvW  • 

15 'bought  to  have  h r lng  10  1 7 1 4*  and 
he  bought  of  Nath  b ef  iVmg  m ,7lS-  ln  1680 
presented  in  ,80^0  fh°0te  his  house  and  lot, 
fhe  Stratford  I ih  ^roun<^  occupied  by 

,hought  b;rsd0^b^ry  burlding  grounds,  and  it  is 
the  highway  directlv  _the,  and  e*‘ended  north  to 
^•iouaiychStSH0.Uth  0f  the  resent  Con- 
, .T,0'heswamp. 

Stratford  in  1667-fis  ^amin  Lewis  came 
Foole  "hat  is  now7  £Vsnlb°ught  of  Nathaniel 
but  which  did  n » l898^  the  Sterii»g  prop- 
F'egational  cemeterv  rn  e!ttend  s°uth  of  the  CoS- 
ngf°rd  m 1669-', 67r  dTy'  He  was  in  Wall- 
75.  and  was  in  Stratford  in 


1677,  and  in  1710  sold  his  Stratford  house  and 
land  to  the  Congregational  Society  for  Rev.  Tim- 
othy Cutler.] 

Children  of  Benjamin  Lewis,  the  settler  at 
Stratford,  Conn.,  and  Hannah  Curtis,  his  wife  (b. 
February  16,  1654,  d.  October  21,  1728);  John  b. 
September,  1672,  in  Wallingford,  Conn.;  Mary, 
b.  November,  1674,  in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  mar- 
ried in  1679  Samuel,  grandson  of  Thomas  Fair- 
child,  the  settler;  Capt.  James,  b.  1677,  in  Strat- 
ford; Edmund,  b.  1679,  d.  1757,  aged  seventy- 
eight  years;  Joseph,  b.  1683,  m.  Phebe  Judson, 
daughter  of  Capt.  James  Judson  (d.  1757-8); 
Hannah,  b.  1685,  m.  Joseph  Jones,  1705;  Mar- 
tha, b.  1691,  m.  James  Judson,  son  of  Capt. 
James  Judson;  and  Benjamin,  b.  1696,  m.  Sarah 
DeForest. 

Capt.  James  Lewis,  son  of  Benjamin,  the  set- 
tler, m.  November  11,  1702,  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Capt.  James  Judson  and  his  wife,  Rebecca 
Welles,  daughter  of  Thomas  Welles  (2),  and  wid- 
ow Hannah  Pantry,  who  was  daughter  of  William 
Tuttle  and  wife  Elizabeth,  (first)  settlers  at  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  in  1639.  Thomas  Welles  (2) 
was  son  of  Governor  Thomas  Welles,  of  Hart- 
ford and  Wethersfield,  Conn.  Capt.  James 
Lewis  d.  January  20,  1766;  his  wife  Hannah 
(Judson)  d.  July  2,  1756,  and  they  are  buried  in 
the  Episcopal  cemetery  at  Stratford.  [“In  the 
Congregational  cemetery  at  Stratford  is  a grave- 
stone on  which  is  inscribed:  ‘ Here  Lyes  the 

Body  of  Capt.  James  Judson,  Esq.’  (the  father 
of  Capt.  James  Lewis’  wife”) — Mrs.  Helen  Perry 
Maxwell,  in  “Lewisiana.”] 

The  children  of  Capt.  James  Lewis  and  Han- 
nah Judson,  his  wife,  were:  John,  b.  Dec.  20, 
1703,  m.  Sarah  Sherman;  Mary,  b.  May  18, 
1706,  m.  Rev.  John  Goodsell;  James,  b.  Oct. 
12,  1708,  m.  Naomi  Sherman;  David,  a gradu- 
ate of  Yale  College,  b.  June  5,  1711,  m.  Phebe 
Curtis,  1734;  Ephraim,  b.  1718,  m.  Sarah  Ever- 
ett (lived  in  Huntington);  Abigail,  b.  1722,  m. 
Nehemiah  Beardsley. 

James  Lewis  (2)  m.  Naomi  Sherman  Decem- 
ber, 1730.  He  died  before  August  8,  1764,  but 
was  living  April  4,  1763.  Naomi  d.  Jan,  27, 
1797-  Their  children  were:  Rachel,  b.  March, 

1732-3,  m.  Nathaniel  Wheeler  in  1755;  George 
(a  shoemaker  and  a high  Whig),  b.  March,  1 7 34— 
5,  m.,  1758,  Mary,  daughter  of  Elnathan  Wheel- 
er; James,  b.  1740,  m.  Sarah  Lewis,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Thomas  Lewis  and  Joanna,  daughter  of 
David  Booth,  of  White  Plains,  Trumbull;  Eli  (a 
cabinet  maker),  b.  Jan.  19,  1^38,  d.  Dec.  24, 
1818,  m.  Naomi  Walker,  daughter  of  James 
Walker  and  Jerusha  (Nichols)  Dec.  6,  1764;  Eliz- 
abeth, b.  Aug.,  1746,  m.  1770  Benjamin  Brooks; 
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Abigail,  b.  Sept.,  1754,  m.  Mr.  Peet;  James 
Lewis  (3)  m.  about  1771-72,  Sarah  Lewis,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Thomas  Lewis  and  Joanna  (Booth); 
James  (3),  died  Aug.  13,  1779,  and  is  buried  in 
the  Episcopal  cemetery;  his  wife  Sarah  died 
Dec.  15,  1844,  and  is  buried  in  Union  cemetery. 

Eli  Lewis  (1)  (above),  son  of  James  (2)  and 
Naomi  (Sherman)  Lewis,  had  by  his  wife  Naomi 
(Walker)  the  following  children:  Jerusha,  b. 

Oct.  12,  1765,  d.  Nov.  10,  1796,  m.  John  Booth, 
Jr.  (their  daughter,  Lucy  Booth,  m.  Ira  Curtis, 
of  Bridgeport  Point,  whose  son,  Lewis  Curtis, 
resides  in  Bridgeport).  Jeames  Walker,  b.  Oct. 

16,  176 7.  d.  May  11,  1772.  Hepzibah,  b.  May 
22,  1772,  m.  Elam  Wooster,  of  Huntington;  she 
d.  March  18,  1855.  Eli  Walker,  b.  Jan.  21, 
1776,  sketch  of  whom  follows: 

Eli  Walker  Lewis  (above)  m.  Rebecca  Curtis 
Dec.  24,  1 Sot.  She  was  b.  Aug.  7,  1771,  a 
daughter  of  Silas  Curtis  and  Hannah  (Birdseye). 
A brief  record  of  their  children  is  as  follows  : 
Jerusha,  b.  Nov.  22,  1802.  m.  Levi  Curtis,  Jr.; 
Mary  Eliza,  b.  Dec.  3.  1803,  m.  Jesup  Banks  ; 
Eli,  b.  Jan.  19,  1806,  is  spoken  of  more  fully 
farther  on  ; and  Harriet,  b.  May  20,  1809,  d. 
Dec.  29,  1853.  The  mother  of  these  died  Jan. 
30,  1823,  the  father  on  Nov.  20,  1858.  He  was 
a farmer  and  school  teacher  ; was  selectman  1824 
to  1831  ; representative  1842-1843  ; warden  of 
Episcopal  Church  for  more  than  forty  years. 
The  following  copy  of  resolution  speaks  for 
itself  : 

Stratford,  April,  1849. 

Mr.  Eli  Walker  Lewie  : Sir  : At  a meeting  of  the  Ward- 
ens and  Vestry  of  Christ  Church,  Stratford,  held  at  the 
house  of  Samuel  C.  Nicoll  on  Monday  evening  April  16, 
1849, the  following  vote  was  passed  unanimously:  Voted, 
That  the  thanks  of  the  Wardens  and  Vestrv  of  this  Church 
be  given  to  Mr.  Eli  Walker  Lewis  for  his  devoted  and  faith- 
ful services,  as  Warden  of  said  Church  for  more  than  forty 
years,  and  the  assurance  that  in  his  retirement  from  said 
office  he  carries  with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  Society  for 
his  temporal  and  eternal  welfare. 

(Signed)  On  behalf  of  the  Wardens  and  Vestry, 

Claudius  B.  Curtis, 
Clerk  of  the  Episcopal  Society,  Stratford. 

Silas  Curtis,  of  Oronoque,  Stratford  (bapt. 
June  14,  1743)>  m.  Hannah  Birdseye,  February 

17,  1765  ; she  was  born  Dec.  15,  1746,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Nathan  and  Dorothy  (Hawley) 
Birdseye.  Rev.  Nathan  Birdseye,  b.  Aug.  '8 
(Lords  Day  at  noon,  and  one  week  after  Queen 
Anne’s  decease),  1714  (son  of  Joseph  Birdseye 
and  Sarah  Thompson),  m.  April  17,  1739,  Doro- 
thy, daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hawley,  first  min- 
ister of  Ridgefield,  Conn.  Dorothv  Hawley  was 
b.  February  27,  1719-20  ; he  d.  Jan.  28,  1818 
aged  103  yrs.  5 mo.,  9 days. 

/w  a6V'  T,hc™as  Hawley  (Ridgefield),  m.  Abigail 
(Madam  Hawley,  as  she  was  called),  b.  1687, 


daughter  of  Deputy  Governor  Nathan  Gold,  of 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  Hannah  Talcott,  daughter 
of  Lieut-Col.  John  Talcott,  of  Hartford,  Conn. 
She  died  April  1 7,  1 749,  aged  sixty-four  years. 

Deputy  Governor  Nathan  Gold,  of  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  son  of  Major  Nathan  Gold  and  Martha, 
widow  of  Edward  Harvey,  m.  December  8,  1663, 
Hannah,  daughter  of  Lieut-Col.  John  Talcott, 
of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Helena,  daughter  of 
John  Wakeman,  first  treasurer  of  the  New  Ha- 
ven Colony. 

Lieut. -Col.  John  Talcott,  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
son  of  John  and  Dorothy  (Mott)  Talcott,  m. 
Helena  Wakeman,  daughter  of  John  Wakeman, 
of  New  Haven,  and  Elizabeth  Hopkins.  John 
Wakeman,  b.  1601,  m.  in  Worcester,  England, 
in  1629,  Elizabeth  Hopkins. 

John  Wakeman,  first  treasurer  of  New  Haven 
Colony,  was  son  of  Francis  Wakeman,  of  Here- 
ford, England,  who  m.  Anne  Goode,  in  1589. 
Francis  Wakeman  d.  September,  1626.  Anne, 
his  wife,  died  January,  1621. 

Major  Nathan  Gold,  came  from  St.  Edmons- 
bury,  England,  to  Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  was  an 
early  settler  there  1644-49;  he  m-  Martha,  widow 
of  Edward  Harvey;  he  died  March  4,  1693-4. 

Rev.  Nathan  Birdseye,  Oronoque,  Stratford, 
was  a son  of  Joseph  Birdseye  (who  was  b.  Feb. 
22,  1681-2,  d.  June  25,  1757);  he  m.  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Ambrose  Thompson  and  Sarah, 
daughter  of  John  Welles  (l)  and  Elizabeth 
Bourne.  Joseph  Birdseye  was  son  of  John  Birds- 
eye, Jr.,  and  Phebe,  daughter  of  William  Wil- 
coxson;  he  m.  June  10,  1708,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Ambrose  Thompson;  she  d.  May  3,  1726;  he  d. 
June  25,  1757.  John  Birdseye,  Jr.,  m.  Dec.  11, 
1669,  Phebe,  daughter  of  William  Wilcoxson,  b. 
about  1650;  he  d.  1697,  aged  fifty-five  years;  she 
died  September  20,  1743,  aged  ninety-two  years. 
Deacon  John  Birdseye  (1)  came  to  America  in 
1636,  came  to  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  where  he 
m.  Phillipa,  daughter  of  Rev.  Henry  Smith.  He 
came  to  Stratford  about  1649  and  d.  April  4, 
1690. 

Rev.  Thomas  Hawley,  of  Ridgefield,  who  m. 
Abigail  Gold,  was  son  of  Lieut.  Joseph  Hawley, 
of  Northampton,  Mass.  Rev.  Thomas  Hawley 
was  first  minister  of  Ridgefield,  and  town  clerk; 
was  son  of  Lieut.  Joseph  Hawley,  of  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.,  teacher,  preacher  and  “trader,”  b. 
1654,  m.  Lydia  (b.  Feb.  13,  1656),  of  Windsor, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  and  Mary 
(Wilton)  Marshall.  Lieut.  Joseph  Hawley  was 
son  of  Thomas,  the  settler  at  Roxbury,  Mass., 
and  Mrs.  Dorothy  (Harbottle)  Lamb.  Lieut. 
Joseph  Hawley  (b.  1654)  was  son  of  Thomas 
Hawley,  the  settler  at  Roxbury,  Mass.,  who  m. 
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(first)  Emma,  who  d.  Nov.  29,  1651,  and  m. 
(second)  Mrs.  Dorothy  Harbottle,  widow  of 
Thomas  Lamb;  she  died  1699;  he  d.  April  21, 
1676. 


Eli  Lewis,  b.  Jan.  19,  1738,  son  of  James 
Lewis  (2)  and  Naomi  Sherman  Lewis,  m.  Naomi 
(b.  Feb.  13,  1744),  daughter  of  James  Walker 
and  Jerusha  Nichols,  daughter  of  Richard  Nich- 
ols, December  6,  1764. 

James  Walker,  b.  July,  1715,  brother  of  the 
Hon.  Robert  Walker,  and  son  of  Deacon  Robert 
Walker,  m.  Jan.  4,  1738-9,  Jerusha,  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Comfort  (Sherman)  Nichols;  she 
wasb.  March  27,  1717,  and  d.  July  8,  1803;  he 
d.  June  9,  1796.  James  Walker  was  a justice 
of  the  peace  many  years.  [Mr.  Orcutt,  the  his- 
torian of  Stratford,  was  positive  that  Comfort 
Sherman  was  a daughter  of  Theophilus  Sherman; 
he  said  a deed  owned  by  Nichols  family  proved  it.  J 
Comfort  Sherman  was  a daughter  of  Theoph- 
1 us  Sherman,  who  was  a son  of  Samuel  the  set- 
tler and  his  wife  Sarah  (Mitchell),  who  was 
daughter  of  Matthew  and  Susan  (Butterfield) 
Mitchell,  the  settler  at  Stratford. 

Deacon  Robert  Walker,  b.  May,  1668,  son  of 
Joseph,  m.  Aug.  1,  1695,  Ruth  (b.  Aug.  31,  1667, 
aughter  of  Deacon  Timothy  Wilcoxson  and  Jo- 
tonah  daughter  of  John  Birdseye,  Sr.);  he  died 
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Milford,  where  he  died  in  July,  1656.  His 
widow,  Mrs.  Joanna  Boyce  Prudden.  married 
(second)  Capt.  Thomas  Willett,  who  was  promi- 
nent in  the  Plymouth  Colony,  and  after  his  death 
she  married  (third)  Rev.  John  Bishop,  another 
of  the  pulpit  lights  of  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut. Rev.  Peter  Prudden  left  a large  estate 
for  those  times,  appraised  at  nearly  one  thousand 
pounds,  while  there  was  a landed  interest  in 
England  valued  at  thirteen  hundred  pounds. 

Jerusha  Nichols,  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Comfort  (Sherman)  Nichols,  married  James 
Walker  January  4,  1738-9.  Richard  Nichols, 
born  November  26,  1678,  son  of  Isaac  Nichols 
(second)  and  his  wife  (supposed  to  have  been) 
Mary  (Beach)  Nichols,  married  June  3,  1702, 
Comfort  Sherman,  daughter  of  Theophilus  Sher- 
man. Isaac  Nichols  (second),  born  March  12, 
1654,  married  (probably)  Mary  Beach  (born 
September,  1656,  married  1675);  Mary  Beach 
was  (probably)  daughter  of  John  Beach,  the 
settler. 

Isaac  Nichols  (1)  b.  in  England,  m.  Margery 
Washborne,  and  died  in  1695.  Isaac  Nichols 
(1)  was  son  of  Sergeant  Francis  Nichols,  one  of 
the  first  settlers  in  Stratford  in  1639.  He  m. 
his  wife  in  England,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
been  an  older  brother  of  Sr.  Richard  Nicoll,  first 
Governor  of  New  York. 

Silas  Curtis,  who  m.  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Nathan  Birdseye,  was  son  of  Stiles  Curtis 
(b.  March  18,  1708)  and  his  wife  Rebecca  Jud- 
son  (b.  1710),  daughter  of  Capt.  Joseph  Judson 
and  Hannah  (Hawley)  (b.  October  13,  1689, 
daughter  of  Capt.  John  Hawley  and  his  wife  De- 
borah Pierson,  who  were  married  April  23,  1686). 

Capt.  Stiles  Curtis  (b.  March  18,  1708)  was 
son  of  Ephraim  Curtis,  who  was  b.  December 
31,  1684,  m.  June  26,  1707,  Elizabeth  Stiles  (b. 
February  18,  1687,  m.  November  7,  1730). 

Sarah  Lewis,  who  m.  James  Lewis  (3)  (b 
1740),  was  b.  1750,  and  m.  about  177 1-2.  She 
was  b.  in  Bethlehem,  N.  J.,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Lewis  and  Joanna  (Booth).  Rev.  Tho- 
mas Lewis,  a Congregational  clergyman,  b.  in 
Waterbury,  Conn.  Aug.  6,  1716,  graduated  from 
Yale  in  February,  1741.  He  preached  on  Long 
Island,  and  in  several  towns  in  New  Jersey,  and 
died  at  Menaham,  N.  J.,  Aug.  20,  1777- 

Rev.  Thomas  Lewis  was  son  of  Joseph  Lewis 
(a  cloth  merchant  of  Waterbury,  Conn.),  who  d. 
Nov.  29,  1749,  leaving  an  estate  inventoried  at 
over  5,628  pounds. 

Elizabeth  Stiles  was  daughter  of  Ephraim 
Stiles  (b.  Aug.,  1645)  and  Batshebah  (Tomlin- 
son), who  was  daughter  of  Henry  Tomlinson, 
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the  settler  of  Milford  and  Derby,  Conn.  Eph- 
raim Stiles  was  son  of  Francis  Stiles  (who  was 
son  of  Thomas  and  Maria  Stiles)  b.  in  Milbroke, 
Bedfordshire,  England;  bapt.  Aug.  i,  1602,  Bed- 
fordshire, Eng.  He  emigrated  to  America  and 
settled  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  1635.  Some  time 
previous  to  his  coming  to  America  he  had  been  a 
master-carpenter  and  a citizen  of  London. 


Eli  Lewis,  son  of  Eli  Walker  and  Rebecca 
(Curtis)  Lewis,  was  born  January  19,  1806,  at 
the  old  home  in  Stratford,  and  throughout  his 
life  he  was  engaged  in  farming  there.  On  De- 
cember 22,  1842,  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Lewis,  daughter  of  James  Booth  Lewis.  She 
was  born  December  8,  1818,  and  died  December 
26,  1897;  his  own  death  occurred  January  1, 
1891.  As  a citizen  he  was  highly  esteemed.  He 
and  his  wife  attended  the  services  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  Their  three  daughters,  Harriet 
Eliza,  Lizzie  Florence  and  Mary  Louise,  now 
occupy  the  old  homestead,  a fine  estate,  a por- 
tion of  which  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
Lewis  family  as  early  as  1764. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lewis  was  a native  of  Strat- 
ford, and  was  a great-granddaughter  of  James 
Lewis,  who  married  Naomi  Sherman,  from 
whom  our  subject  also  traced  his  descent. 
James  Lewis  (2),  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Lewis,  married  Sarah  Lewis,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Lewis,  a Congregational  minister 
in  New  Jersey,  and  granddaughter  of  Joseph 
Lewis,  a wealthy  resident  of  Waterbury,  Conn. 
They  had  several  children,  of  whom  James 
Booth  Lewis  was  the  only  one  to  live  to  matur- 
ity. He  was  born  in  Stratford  in  1780,  and 
died  September  22,  1822;  m.  June  1,  1799, 

Mary  Beardsley,  born  February  18,  1780,  also  a 
native  of  Stratford,  and  died  March  25,  1857. 
They  had  a large  family  of  children,  of  whom 
the  eldest,  Curtis,  born  July  11,  1800,  died  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  June  19,  1882.  His  daughter 
Elizabeth  married  J.  B.  Sargent,  of  New  Haven. 
His  wife,  Jane  (Collier),  of  Georgia,  died  in 
1861.  (2)  Sarah,  born  March  29,  1802,  was 

married  in  1826  to  Isaac  Brooks,  and  died  Octo- 
ber 17,  1881.  Her  husband  died  November  3, 
1888.  (3)  George,  born  November  23,  1S03, 

married  Delia  Smith,  of  Milford,  Conn.,  and 
died  at  Woodstock.  N.  Y.,  September  15.  1874; 
their  son  George  is  in  Flushing,  L.  1.  (4) 

James,  born  November  10,  1805,  married  Nancy 
M.  Matthews,  of  New  Haven,  and  died  in  Strat- 
ford October  3,  1871;  one  of  their  sons,  James, 
lives  at  Jamaica,  L.  I.  (5)  Isaac,  born  August 
26,  1807,  died  February  2,  1892,  in  New  York 
City.  He  married  Mary  Wallace,  of  that  city, 


who  died  November  17,  1891.  Their  children: 
Mary  Jane  married  Joseph  W.  Sanford,  of  Plain- 
field,  N.  J.;  Sarah  E.  married  Frederick  Martin, 
of  Crawford,  N.  J. ; and  Amelia  married  Albert 
Drake,  of  Westfield,  N.  J.  (6)  Mary  Ann,  born 
May  24,  1809,  died  July  17,  1887.  She  was  mar- 
ried April  14,  1828,  to  Job  Peck,  who  died  Janu- 
ary 24,  1842.  (7)  Rebecca,  born  September  1 1 , 

1810,  died  August  14,  1890;  she  was  married 
April  8,  1834,  to  Freeman  Stagg,  who  died  May 
6.  1890.  (8)  Edward,  born  May  3,  1812,  died 

December  12,  1889;  he  married  Lucy  M-  French, 
of  Huntington,  who  was  born  December  27, 
1814,  and  is  still  living.  (9)  Elbert,  born  April 
16,  1815,  died  in  New  York  City,  April  28,  1835, 
from  smallpox.  (10)  Maria,  born  January  10, 
1817,  was  married  in  the  spring  of  1843  to 
Simon  Tomlinson,  who  was  born  April  n,  1820, 
and  died  February  11,  1891.  (11)  Elizabeth 

(Mrs.  Eli  Lewis)  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth. 
(12)  Henry,  born  April  17,  1820,  died  June  22, 
1885;  he  married  Caroline  Coles,  of  Flushing, 
L.  1.,  who  died  January  28,  1891.  (13)  Cath- 

erine, born  April  17,  1822,  married  Nathan  Cur- 
tis, and  died  July  22,  1889,  at  Kingston,  N.  Y. ; 
for  his  second  wife  Nathan  married,  January  19. 
1891,  Maria  Peck,  daughter  of  Mary  Ann  Lewis 
(6),  who  m.  Job  Peck.  Charles  H.  Peck,  a suc- 
cessful lawyer  and  Judge  of  Probate  for  Strat- 
ford. is  a grandson  of  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Lewis  (6) 
Peck  and  her  husband.  Job  Peck. 


In  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century 
Mr.  George  Muirson,  the  Episcopal  clergyman  at 
Rye,  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  escorted  by 
his  friend,  Col.  Caleb  Heathcote,  of  the  Manor 
of  Scarsdale  (who  went  fully  armed,  and  had 
their  saddlebags  well  filled  with  books  which 
they  scatered  among  friends  of  the  Church  of 
England  in  Connecticut),  made  several  journeys 
to  that  State  and  preached  in  Stratford.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
this  town  which,  from  a few  members  who  had 
belonged  to  the  Church  in  England,  in  time  in- 
creased to  goodly  numbers.  Among  those  who 
early  joined  the  Episcopal  Church  about  1 74 1 
was  Capt.  James  Lewis,  followed  in  succession  by 
his  descendants  in  the  male  line  to  the  last  Eli 
Lewis,  who  have  all,  according  to  their  means, 
supported  the  Church.  To  be  a member  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  (the  Church  of  Eng- 
land in  those  times)  meant  hardship  and  per- 
secution from  the  Congregational  Church  (the 
Established  Church  of  New  England),  of  which 
the  present  generation  have  little  idea.  Magis- 
trates sometimes  stood  in  the  streets,  and,  in  the 
name  of  the  law,  forbade  the  people  to  attend  the 
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services  of  the  new  denomination.  Documen- 
tary History  of  the  Protestant  Epicopal  Church 
of  the  United  States  of  America  states,  that  at 
various  times  “ Episcopal  families  could  obtain 
no  employment,  and  consequently  vacated  the 
town.”  The  Venerable  Society  in  England  for 
the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts, 
generously  assisted  the  Church  here  ih  response 
to  many  and  repeated  petitions  from  Churchmen 
in  great  need  of  the  Church  and  its  services, 
who  had  for  long  periods  felt  the  great  depriva- 
tion of  its  benefits.  Previous  to  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  the  Church  in  Stratford  had  so  many 
times  received  such  substantial  aid  from  the 
Mother  country  through  the  Society  for  the  Pro- 
pagation of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  that 
the  Church  of  England  adherents,  as  a rule,  felt 
deeply  grateful  for  its  fostering  care  and  protec- 
tion, and  when  the  British  Colonies  in  America 
rebelled,  Churchmen  generally  sympathized  with 
the  King,  deeply  appreciating  the  innumerable 
benefits  received.  Eli  Lewis,  born  in  1738, 
with  his  brother  James,  was  among  those  who 
having  been  brought  up  to  attend  the  services  of 
the  Church  were  among  those  who  remained 
faithful  adherents  to  their  King.  They  were 
peaceful  citizens,  not  riotous,  disapproving  of 
war,  but  they  lived  up  to  their  convictions,  and 
their  sympathies  continued  with  the  King,  for 
whom  on  each  Sabbath  their  prayers  had  as- 
cended to  the  thone  of  the  King  of  Kings. 
James  Lewis  died  during  the  Revolutionary  war; 
during  his  last  sickness  he  desired  his  brother 
Eli  Lewis  to  watch  nights  with  him,  but  when 
Eli,  anxious  for  his  recovery,  attempted  to 
visit  and  care  for  him,  those  in  authority  would 
not  permit  him  to  do  so  for  fear  of  conspiracy 
against  the  Patriot  cause.  Stirring  times  were 
those!  Neighbor  arrayed  against  neighbor, 
brother  against  brother.  A party  of  men  were 
one  night  sent  to  arrest  Eli,  but  his  wife,  Naomi 
(Walker)  Lewis,  daughter  of  James  Walker 
and  niece  of  Hon.  Robert  Walker,  put  her  head 
out  of  an  upper  window  and  so  eloquently  ex- 
pressed herself  to  her  neighbors  and  former 
friends  that  they,  with  crestfallen  mien,  precipi- 
tately beat  a retreat,  never  to  return.  Tradition 
says  that  in  the  latter  part  of  the  war  Eli  Lewis 
paid  a substitute  to  fight  in  his  stead  for  the  Pa- 
triot cause.  Eli  Lewis  (born  1806)  was  about 
one  year  old  when,  in  1807,  the  famous  snow- 
storm arrived,  which  Peter  Parley  describes  as 
“ famous  because  there  had  never  been  such  an 
one  before,  and  there  has  never  been  such  an  one 
since.”  His  father  taught  school  in  Oronoque 
that  winter,  going  back  and  forth  each  day  on 
horseback,  but  this  night,  and  until  the  snow- 


storm was  over,  was  unable  to  reach  home.  His 
mother,  with  three  little  children  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  John  Lewis,  her  neighbor,  were  snow- 
bound. When  the  storm  abated  a path  was 
tunneled  across  the  street  for  the  young  lady  to 
return  home.  Such  a storm  was  not  remembered 
by  the  oldest  inhabitant  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
until  on  March  12,  1888,  the  “Big  Blizza^d”ar- 
rived.  Eli  Lewis  lived  to  see  it,  and  hoped  never 
to  see  another. 

His  early  days  were  remote  from  our  times: 
the  hugh  fireplace  with  immense  sticks  of  wood, 
the  wool  and  linen  raised  and  spun  on  the  farm, 
the  horseback  rides  in  his  mother’s  arms  on  the 
pillion  back  of  his  father’s  saddle,  and  later, 
when  eight  years  old,  sent  on  horseback  with  a 
grist  of  rye  or  corn  to  the  mill  a mile  and  a half 
away.  In  course  of  time  his  father  purchased  a 
red  lumber-box  wagon  and  also  a “one-hoss 
chaise.”  Lumber-box  wagons  were  very  scarce 
in  those  days,  and  were  in  great  demand  to  bor- 
row for  a funeral,  which  were  lent  in  those  prim- 
itive times  as  a neighborly  kindness.  The  re- 
mains, at  time  of  funerals,  had  previously  been 
borne  on  men’s  shoulders.  Mr.  Lewis,  when  a 
young  man,  furnished  his  own  horse  in  front  of 
this  wagon  several  times,  and  drove  the  remains 
of  various  neighbors  to  the  burying  place  (this 
wagon  on  these  occasions  preceding  the  hearse 
of  more  modern  times).  This  assistance  given 
one’s  neighbors  was  voluntarily  bestowed  in  the 
same  spirit  as  one  in  these  times  might  send 
flowers  as  an  act  of  sympathy  and  helpfulness. 
About  1827  to  1830  the  price  of  a day’s  labor  for 
a man  and  yoke  of  oxen  for  ploughing  were  sev- 
enty-five cents  for  the  man,  and  the  same  price 
for  the  use  of  the  oxen — the  board  of  man  and 
team  not  included.  A Yankee  shilling  (sixteen 
and  two-thirds  cents)  was  the  price  for  weaving 
a yard  of  linen.  In  those  days  of  long  ago  Mr. 
Lewis,  when  young  and  strong,  thought  nothing 
of  furnishing  the  timber  from  his  own  land  and 
putting  in  small  bridges  on  the  highways,  the 
cross-roads,  when  it  was  for  the  convenience  of 
himself  and  the  general  public,  without  expect- 
ing or  receiving  compensation;  he  also  in  the 
same  manner  many  times  on  the  traveled  high- 
ways, did  labor  much  exceeding  the  amount  of 
his  tax.  About  1848-49  he,  with  the  gentlemen 
of  the  immediate  neighborhood — the  Wilcoxsons, 
Judsons,  Lewises  and  Curtises — gave  a day  in  a 
public-spirited  manner,  dug  the  elm  tress,  chiefly 
donated  from  Capt.  Stiles  Judson’s  land,  planted 
them  on  Paridise  Green  for  the  enjoyment  of 
their  posterity  and  the  world  of  fifty  years  later. 
On  the  site  of  his  grandfather's  house  on  the  hill 
overlooking  Long  Island  Sound,  on  June  1 1 , 
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1842,  Mr.  Lewis’  own  dwelling  house  was  raised, 
an  old-fashioned  raising  when  the  neighbors 
from  quite  a distance  were  invited  to  assist  in 
raising  the  timbers  cut  on  the  farm;  it  was  a very 
cold,  chilly  day;  the  men  wore  their  overcoats 
and  needed  them,  for  it  snowed  that  afternoon. 
The  company,  after  the  house-raising,  went  to 
his  father’s  house  for  refreshments — cake,  home- 
made cheese  and  cider — where  they  warmed  and 
rubbed  their  chilled  hands  over  the  fire  on  the 
hearth.  It  was  nothing  uncommon  to  see  a 
dozen  Indians  around  this  locality,  peddling 
their  baskets,  afterward  becoming  happy  from 
too  copious  use  of  fire-water,  and,  later,  quarrel- 
some. The  Pann  tribe  of  Indians  lived  in  the 
vicinity.  Mr.  Lewis  was  educated  in  the  public 
and  private  schools  of  the  town;  in  politics  was 
a Whig,  later  a Republican;  for  a time  he  was  a 
member  of  the  vestry  of  Christ  Church. 

The  following  account  of  a visit  to  New  York, 
City  in  1823,  shows  the  wide  difference  between 
then  and  now  in  invention,  progress  and  popula- 
tion. Saturday  after  Thanksgiving,  1823,  a 
party  of  young  men  from  Stratford  and  Hunting- 
ton  took  a trip  to  New  York  City  with  Capt. 
Levi  Wheeler  on  his  coasting  vessel,  which  was 
carrying  down  a cargo  of  wood  and  flax-seed, 
while  the  passengers  took  with  them  quite  a sup- 
ply of  Thanksgiving  goodies.  The  party  was 
composed  of  the  following  gentlemen:  Isaac 

Wells,  Charles  Curtis,  Walker  Curtis,  Selim 
Booth,  Sydney  Lewis,  Willis  Curtis,  John  Wil- 
coxon,  Levi  Curtis  and  Eli  Lewis,  of  Stratford, 
with  Edwin  Shelton,  Newton  Shelton  and 
Sydney  DeForest,  of  Huntington,  Conn.  After 
a fair  voyage  the  city  was  reached  in  a little 
more  than  twenty-four  hours,  and  there  they  took 
in  the  sights  for  about  eight  days,  leaving  for 
home  on  the  second  Tuesday.  It  was  quite 
warm  weather,  and  they  greatly  enjoyed  the 
society  of  several  of  their  former  fellow-towns- 
men and  school  mates  who  had  a year  or  two 
previously  gone  to  New  York  to  earn  a livelihood, 
hoping  to  make  their  fortunes.  These  former 
Stratford  boys  were  Isaac  Lewis,  James  Lang- 
don  Curtis,  Frederick  A.  Benjamin  and  Alfred 
Fairchild.  A young  man  named  Hyde,  from 
Huntington,  had  made  a home  for  himself  in  the 
metropolis.  The  New  York  boys  cordially  wel- 
comed their  guests  from  Connecticut,  and  accord- 
ing to  their  ability  entertained  them.  William 
A.  Booth  took  Selim  Booth  and  Eli  Lewis  to 
Chatham  Theater  one  evening,  while  the  other 
boys  had  some  other  plans  and  place  in  view. 
Of  these  New  York  young  men— former  Stratford 
residents  Alfred  Fairchild  died  while  quite  a 
young  man,  Isaac  Lewis,  Frederick  A.  Benjamin, 


William  A.  Booth  and  James  L.  Curtis  lived  to 
old  age  and  amassed  large  fortunes.  Mr.  Hyde, 
formerly  of  Huntington,  lived  many  years  in  com- 
fortable circumstances.  It  is  supposed  that 
William  A.  Booth  and  James  L.  Curtis  are  yet 
(1899)  living.  Most  of  the  Stratford  gentlemen 
above  mentioned  lived  to  a good  age,  and  died 
in  comfortable  cirumstances. 

Mr.  Lewis  possessed  a remarkable  memory 
for  ancient  events  and  dates,  together  with  a 
great  taste  for  reading,  and  enjoyed  the  leading 
magazines  of  the  day,  reading  without  spectacles 
until  rather  more  than  a year  previous  to  his 
decease.  The  last  paper  he  read  was  the  Bridge- 
port Weekly  Standard , nineteen  days  before  his 
death.  This  paper  stated  that  the  Bridgeport 
Horse  Railway  Company  had  obtained  a charter 
to  extend  its  roadway  to  the  Congregational 
church  in  Stratford. 

The  Lewis  race  from  which  Mr.  Lewis  sprang 
is  an  honorable  lineage  (whether  tracing  back 
across  the  ocean  to  a long  line  of  kings,  as  is 
claimed  by  some,  or  of  a more  humble  race),  and 
his  descendants  are  more  proud  of  the  near-an- 
cestry— parents — grandparents  and  great-grand- 
parents of  the  Lewis  family — than  of  any  other 
race  to  which  they  belong,  no  matter  how  illus- 
trious. They  trace  back  to  Colonial  ancestry,  to 
Loyalist  also,  in  company  with  many  of  those 
who  belong  to  early  New  England  settlers;  on 
the  side  of  both  grandmothers  to  ancestry  that 
gives  entry  to  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution, - 
on  one  side  through  Abraham  Beardsley,  a great- 
grandfather of  Mrs.  Lewis,  and  on  the  other 
side  through  Rev.  Nathan  Birdseye,  great-grand- 
father of  Mr.  Lewis,  who  held  a civil  office  a 
government  appointment — during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  that  entitles  to  membership.  Mr. 
Lewis  and  his  ancestors  did  well  for  the  times 
in  which  they  lived.  They  builded  well  for  pos- 
terity. 

QEORGE  H.  WHITE,  a highly  respected 
citizen  of  Danbury,  Fairfield  county,  is  now 
enjoying  in  well-earned  leisure  the  rewards  of 
many  years  of  toil.  He  was  born  September 
6,  1820,  in  Hindon,  England,  where  his  father, 
John  V.  White,  and  grandfather,  John  C.  White, 
were  well-known  residents. 

John  V.  White  was  born  January  5>  .* 
and  married  Miss  Penelope  Norton,  a native  of 
England,  born  October  15,  1788,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  Norton.  They  had  ten  children,  of 
whom  six  died  in  England  in  childhood  or  in- 
fancy. The  others — John,  Charles,  George  H. 
and  Eliza — came  to  America,  our  subject  and 
his  brother  Charles  being  now  the  only  survivors. 
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In  1837  John  V.  White  crossed  the  ocean  with 
his  wife  and  family  to  seek  a new  home  in  the 
United  States.  He  was  a landscape  gardener 
and,  finding  in  the  wealthy  and  cultured  resi- 
dents of  this  section  most  appreciative  employ- 
ers, he  located  at  Danbury,  Conn. , where  he 
and  his  wife  lived  to  the  advanced  ages  of  eighty 
and  seventy-four  years,  respectively,  Mr.  White 
dying  September  19,  1868,  and  Mrs.  White  on 
October  8,  1862. 

As  George  H.  White  was  but  a lad  when  he 
came  to  Danbury,  his  education  was  continued 
there  in  the  common  schools,  which  he  attended 
m the  evenings,  his  days  being  spent  in  working 
wth  his  father.  In  .840  he  left  the  paternal 
00  and  went  to  New  York  City,  where  for 
twdve  years  bewasengaged  in  the  painting  busi- 

tieh  si  riel  "“n"  °f  Elghtb  avenue  and  Twen- 
.0?  ^turning  to  Danbury  in  1852, 
h esubhshed  himself  in  a house  and  sign  painting 
siness,  which  he  continued  successfully  until 

r -V  89'.  For  about  years 
ne  was  interested  also  in  photography,  in  whic 

he  hada  finecustom.  He  has  acquired  a good' 

! n?';Wh,le  his  own  residence,  a 
he  vrlds  Danbury- is  a beau‘«”l  place 
i s m ii  °,mpr,Singab0Ut  two  acres,  show 
'4  trees  were"  n?  The  fin 

'he  beautifying  ^ Pthan‘e.d  by  h,s  °wn  hand,  an, 
oeenpation^his^  P aCe  has  been  a PIeasan 
When  he  purchased^he6  tlme  for-  many  years 
a farm,  his  hons*  h*'  ?roperty  ln  i85<  it  wa 
distance,  but  jt  is  nmg  tbe  only  one  within  som, 
up  closely  iSr  ,n  the  and  is  bail 
trees  on  Km*65'  Nearly  all  the  larg, 

jt'  has  straightened  anri*"^  ^ Mr'  White-  anc 
his  property  beinp  opened  streets  througl 
P°«er  to  improve  t0  do  a»  ™ hi. 

Piace,  but  the  neiehh  ^a“,tdy’  not  onI>'  his  owr 
terior  of  his  house^S°°d  Jn  general-  The  in- 
paintings  of  considernM0™^  Wltb  numerous  oii 
wn  hand.  ’derable  merit,  the  work  of  his 

»ife  Caroline  Michaels  T™*'  His  firsl 
***»  Michaels  of  Ne  „Ughter  of  John  and 
Apri1'  '874  leavini  New,Hurley,  N.  Y , died  in 
"tarried  William  la^oh?  daUghter'  Caroline,  who 
jf  No'  90  Chambers  stbre  tavhardware  merchant 

ne  Child'  CeoIje  Ri^r  l°T,k  Cky:  they 

J2  Mr.  White  marrfeH  wChard  Jacobus.  In 

and  by  this  union  he  h«  M'SS  Anna  M-  R>'ch, 

I? 5,111  a'  home  Mr  Wb?’ Ge°rge  Ritch- 


work,  being  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  Union 
Lodge,  No.  40,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Danbury.  He 
was  also  active  at  one  time  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
but  the  lodge  to  which  he  belonged  surrendered 
its  charter,  and  he  did  not  again  join  the  Order. 


HERMAN  SELLECK  (deceased)  had  lived 
on  his  farm  in  the  town  of  New  Canaan, 
Fairfield  county,  for  half  a century,  and  his 
father  and  grandfather  also  carried  on  agricult- 
ural pursuits  in  that  town,  where  the  family 
have  been  well-known  for  the  last  century. 

Jacob  Selleck,  grandfather  of  Herman,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  of  Welsh  ancestry, 
and  early  removed  to  New  Canaan,  being  a resi- 
dent of  Canoe  Hill  when  the  town  was  organ- 
ized. He  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  at  Norwalk,  in  which  he  served 
as  vestryman.  For  his  first  wife  he  married  a 
Miss  Fitch,  of  Norwalk,  and  after  her  death  he 
wedded  her  cousin,  also  named  Fitch. 

Samuel  Selleck,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  in 
Carter  Street,  in  the  town  of  New  Canaan, 
where  he  was  reared,  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Under 
his  father’s  guidance  he  was  early  instructed  in 
the  science  of  agriculture,  to  which  he  devoted 
his  time,  farming  on  the  paternal  homestead 
until  1836,  when  he  sold  it  to  Stephen  Hoyt, 
the  nurseryman.  Removing  to  Orleans  county, 
N.  Y.,  he  spent  his  remaining  days  there,  pass- 
ing away  in  1840  when  a comparatively  young 
man.  He  married  Ann  DeForest,  who  survived 
him  many  years,  dying  in  New  Canaan  in  1872. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  namely: 
Caroline,  Charlotte,  Herman,  George,  Charles, 
Julia,  Mary,  Benjamin,  William  and  Eliza,  all  of 
whom  are  now  deceased. 

Herman  Selleck  was  born  in  1823,  in  Carter 
Street,  town  of  New  Canaan,  on  the  family 
homestead  occupied  by  his  father  and  grand- 
father. His  early  boyhood  was  passed  there, 
and  for  about  five  years  he  lived  in  Orleans 
county,  N.  Y.,  whither  his  parents  had  removed 
in  1836.  He  lived  on  his  late  farm  from  the 
year  1841,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  spent 
in  Morris,  111.,  and  his  entire  life  was  devoted  to 
farming,  in  which  he  met  with  encouraging  and 
well-merited  success,  acquiring,  by  years  of  in- 
dustrious toil,  a fine  farm  and  a comfortable 
home.  He  did  not  give  much  attention  to  out- 
side affairs,  but  he  served  acceptably  for  one 
term  as  assessor  of  his  town.  Socially,  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  Grange,  and  in  religious  faith 
he  was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He 
passed  from  earth  about  1897. 
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Mr.  Selleck  was  married  at  Darien,  Conn., 
to  Miss  Adeline  M.  Hoyt,  daughter  of  Rufus 
Hoyt.  There  have  been  no  children.  Rufus  Hoyt 
was  born  in  Darien,  a son  of  Thaddeus  Hoyt, 
and  passed  his  entire  life  in  the  town  of  his  birth, 
engaging  during  his  active  years  in  farming.  He 
married  Sarah  E.  Reed,  and  of  the  ten  children 
born  to  them  we  have  the  following  record: 
Louisa  Rebecca  (Mrs.  Charles  Rogers)  is  living 
in  Danbury;  Frances  Elizabeth  lives  in  Darien; 
Thaddeus  married  a Miss  Hutchins,  and  lives  in 
Darien;  Adeline  M.  is  the  widow  of  Herman  Sel- 
leck; Sarah  Jane  makes  her  home  in  Darien; 
John  Woolsey,  Oscar  Rufus  and  Edward  Morti- 
mer are  deceased;  Mary  Virginia  lives  in  Darien; 
and  Charles  Reed  is  a resident  of  Norwalk. 


H ON.  JULIUS  B.  CURTIS,  of  the  Fairfield 

County  Bar,  is  a well-known  resident  of 

Stamford.  He  has  for  many  years  been  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  Bar,  a fact  which 
alone  gives  abundant  proof  of  his  ability  and  high 
character. 

The  family  of  our  subject  is  of  English  origin, 
and  they  have  a coat  of  arms,  the  right  to  use 
which  was  confirmed  in  the  time  of  Charles  I. 
The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  find  a definite  ac- 
count was  Capt.  William  Curtis,  who  came  to 
America  from  England  at  a very  early  date  with 
a brother  John,  and  settled  at  Stratford,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.  He  became  prominent  among 
the  pioneers  of  that  locality,  and  was  sent  to  rep- 
resent them  in  the  Colonial  Assembly  twelve 
times.  His  military  title  was  gained  by  his  ap- 
pointment as  captain  of  forces  raised  for  service 
in  King  Philip’s  war,  and  to  serve  against  the 
Dutch  at  New  Netherlands,  with  power  to  ap- 
point his  inferior  officers, 

Capt.  Josiah  Curtis,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent,  was  born  in  Stratford,  and  engaged  in 
farming  there.  He  served  in  the  militia  in  his 
day,  and  was  also  active  in  political  movements, 
being  elected  in  1716  as  a member  of  the  As- 
sembly. 

Benjamin  Curtis,  the  great-great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  Stratford,  but 
made  his  home  in  Newtown,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  during  his  later  years.  He 
too  was  a member  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Benjamin  Curtis  (2),  our  subject’s  great- 
grandfather, was  born  in  Newtown,  and  resided 
there  throughout  his  life.  He  served  as  select- 
man of  the  town.  He  married  (first)  Fedima 
Nichols,  and  (later)  wedded  Mary  DeVine. 

Philo  Curtis  (a  son  by  the  first  wife,  Fedima), 
grandfather  of  Hon.  J.  B.  Curtis,  was  a lifelong 


resident  of  Newtown,  where  he  died  in  1818.  He 
was  an  influential  citizen,  an  Episcopalian  in  re- 
ligion, a Federalist  in  politics,  and  for  many 
years  he  held  the  office  of  selectman  of  his  town. 
His  wife,  Huldah  (Hubbell),  was  a native  of 
Weston,  Fairfield  county.  They  had  eight  chil- 
dren: Nichols,  our  subject’s  father;  Carlos,  who 
went  west  to  reside;  Huldah,  who  married  M.  C. 
Hatch,  of  Oxford,  Conn.;  Fedima,  wife  of 
Thomas  Beers;  Polly,  wife  of  John  Glover;  Bet- 
sey, who  married  Amariah  Beers;  Philo,  a resi- 
dent of  Newtown,  and  Julia,  who  never  married. 

Nichols  Curtis  was  born  September  27,  1784. 
in  Newtown,  and  was  educated  there  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  at  a private  school  taught  by 
Capt.  Luther  Harris.  Throughout  his  life  he 
followed  farming  as  an  occupation,  occasionally 
teaching,  and  until  1822  he  resided  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Newtown.  Like  all  of  his  family 
he  was  a public-spirited  citizen,  and  although  he 
did  not  aspire  to  political  honors  he  took  much 
interest  in  a quiet  way  in  local  affairs,  being  es- 
pecially active  in  the  cause  of  education  and  in 
religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  died  April  20,  1852,  and  his  wife, 
Sarah  Ann  Bennett,  who  was  born  June  4,  1786, 
the  daughter  of  Amos  Bennett,  of  Newtown,  sur- 
vived him  a little  over  six  years,  breathing  her 
last  on  October  30,  1858.  Our  subject  is  the 
younger  of  two  children:  The  elder,  Charlotte 

Nichols,  married  Monroe  D.  Downs,  of  South- 
bury.  Conn.,  and  died  in  1881. 

Hon.  Julius  Bolivar  Curtis  was  born  Decem- 
ber 10,  1825,  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  where 
his  youth  was  spent.  His  education  was  begun 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality,  and  he  also 
attended  the  Newtown  Academy  and  a private 
school  of  academic  character  for  short  periods. 
These  opportunities  were  not  sufficient  for  his 
wishes,  however,  and  he  is  largely  indebted  to 
private  reading  and  study  for  his  wide  range  of 
information.  His  professional  studies  were  be- 
gun in  the  summer  of  1846  with  Hon.  Edward 
Hinman,  of  Southbury,  and  afterward  continued 
under  Isaac  M.  Sturges,  Esq.,  then  of  Newtown, 
and  Hon.  Amos  S.  Treat.  Later  he  entered  the 
law  school  at  Baliston  Springs,  Saratoga  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  spent  the  summer  of  1850.  In  the 
same  year  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  De- 
cember session  of  the  Fairfield  county  court,  and 
in  the  following  summer  he  opened  an  office  at 
Greenwich,  this  county,  where  his  worth  was 
speedily  recognized,  aud  rewarded  by  a fine 
practice.  In  the  fall  of  1864  he  removed  to 
Stamford,  and  has  since  continued  in  practice 
there.  In  1867  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  pro- 
bate court  for  the  district  of  Stamford,  and  he 
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held  this  position  for  three  years,  by  successive 
re-elections.  He  was  also  judge  of  the  borough 
court  of  Stamford  (now  the  city  court)  from  April 
j,  1887,  to  April  1,  1893.  Judge  Curtis  has  al- 
ways been  noted  for  his  keen  insight  into  the 
the  facts  of  a case,  and  his  positive  and  inde- 
pendent character  is  demonstrated  by  his  fearless 
championship  of  principle,  and  his  unwillingness 
to  follow  the  lead  of  others  blindly. 

Mr.  Curtis’  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast 
for  Van  Buren  in  1848,  as  he  was  an  ardent  be- 
liever in  Free-soil  principles,  and  although  his 
early  affiliations  had  been  with  the  Whig  party 
he  joined  heartily  in  the  movement  that  resulted 
in  the  formation  of  the  Republican  organization. 
In  1858  he  was  elected  senator  to  represent  the 
Twelfth  Senatorial  District  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  in  1860  he  was  re-elected  to  that  po- 
sition. During  the  latter  year  he  also  served  as 
an  ex-officio  member  of  the  corporation  of  Yale 
College.  His  sound  judgment,  his  wide  knowl- 
edge, and  his  public  spirit  made  his  political  ca- 
reer a notable  one,  and  in  every  post  he  dis- 
played a rare  perception  of  duty. 

On  October  30,  1854,  Mr.  Curtis  married 
Miss  Mary  Acker,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary 
Acker,  of  Greenwich,  this  county.  Two  children 
were  born  of  this  union:  Sarah,  on  March  9, 

1866,  and  Louis  J.,  on  March  ii,  1869.  The 
mother  of  these  died  February  20,  1884,  and  on 
May  11,  1886,  the  Judge  married  Mrs.  Alice 
(Kneeland)  Grain,  daughter  of  Mr.  Henry  and 
Mrs.  Margaret  Kneeland,  of  New  York  City, 
and  widow  of  Mr.  Francis  H.  Grain.  Judge  Cur- 
tis has  two  children  by  his  first  wife,  viz. : Sarah 
L.  Curtis,  and  Louis  J.  Curtis,  a practicing  law- 
yer, and  clerk  of  the  city  court  of  Stamford. 


TTflRAM  WARREN,  M.  D.  (deceased).  De- 
JlH  scended  from  Revolutionary  stock,  and  a 
soldier  himself,  was  the  late  Dr.  Hiram  Warren, 
at  the  time  of  his  death  one  of  the  older  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  profession  in  Fairfield  county. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Patterson,  Putnam 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  August  7,  1828,  a son  of  Rev.  John 
Warren,  formerly  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Carmel,  New  York. 

Rev.  John  Warren  was  born  in  Ulster  county, 
N.  Y.,  a son  of  William  Warren,  who  came  to 
this  country  from  Glasgow,  Scotland,  with  an 
uncle  who  was  a colonel  in  the  British  army. 
Not  having  an  all-absorbing  passion  for  things 
British,  and  having  the  inherent  Scotch  love  of 
liberty,  this  William  Warren  deserted  his  uncle 
and  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Continental  army, 
where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war. 


He  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven.  Rev.  John 
Warren  was  a resident  of  Ulster  county  until  he 
entered  the  ministry,  when  he  was  called  to  Car- 
mel, N.  Y. , where  he  was  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Church  for  thirty  years.  He  married  Desire 
Grant,  of  Ulster  county,  and  to  this  union  came 
twelve  children,  as  follows:  Anna  Bell,  Rev. 

John,  Jr.,  Jonathan,  Mary  Hill,  Olive  Buckley, 
and  Euphemia.  all  deceased;  David,  of  Carmel; 
Solomon,  deceased;  Hiram,  our  subject;  Levi 
(deceased),  who  was  a surgeon  in  the  army; 
Eliza  Fols,  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y. ; and  Maria  Shrive, 
also  of  Yonkers.  The  father  of  this  family  died 
at  Danbury  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

Hiram  Warren  attended  the  common  school 
at  Carmel,  and  on  acquiring  all  the  knowledge 
to  be  obtained  in  the  district  schools,  he  engaged 
in  teaching  while  preparing  for  college.  He 
graduated  from  Madison  University  and  from  the 
medical  department  of  New  York  University. 
Entering  the  Union  army  as  surgeon,  he  went 
on  the  Banks  expedition  to  Louisiana,  but  dur- 
ing his  service  he  was  thrown  from  a horse  and 
injured  so  severely  that  he  was  mustered  out  of 
service.  He  then  settled  down  to  private  prac- 
tice at  Hamburg,  New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  where 
he  remained  until  1865.  His  spine  having  been 
injured  by  his  fall,  he  decided  that  to  engage  in 
active  practice  would  result  in  entirely  under- 
mining his  health,  so  he  accepted  the  principal- 
ship  of  Walkill  Academy.  Later  he  was  super- 
intendent of  schools  at  Middletown,  N.  Y.  In 
1885  he  moved  to  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  after  a 
five-years’  residence  in  that  city  he  came  to 
Brookfield.  He  died  April  1,  1897. 

At  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Warren  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  E.  Bennett,  and  by  this  union  he 
became  the  father  of  two  sons:  John  W. ; and 
Levi  G.,  who  is  with  the  Western  Electric  Com- 
pany, New  York  City.  Dr.  Warren  was  at  one 
time  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,and  during  his 
college  days  was  one  of  the  workers  in  the  Delta 
Kappa  Epsilon  Fraternity,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent. In  religious  faith  he  was  a Baptist,  an 
active  member  of  a number  of  religious  societies, 
and  in  former  years  he  had  been  superintendent 
of  Sunday-school. 


PHILIP  J.  JONES.  The  good  will  of  one’s 
_ neighbors  is  popularly  regarded  as  an  evi- 
dence of  worth,  and  this  venerable  and  kind- 
hearted  gentleman,  of  whom  every  one  speaks 
well,  is  in  all  respects  deserving  of  the  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  in  his  community. 

Mr.  Jones  is  of  Irish  birth  and  parentage, 
and  his  family  has  long  been  identified  with 
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County  Kildare,  Ireland.  Samuel  Jones,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  that  county, 
and  became  a successful  farmer  there,  making  a 
specialty  of  raising  cattle.  He  also  operated  a 
gristmill  for  many  years,  but  late  in  life  he  came 
to  America,  locating  upon  a farm  at  Hawley, 
Penn.,  where  he  died  May  26,  i860.  His  wife, 
Mary  (Henderson),  of  County  Dublin,  Ireland, 
died  in  the  old  country  in  18—.  Of  their  large 
family  of  children  five  lived  to  maturity:  Charles, 
a farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio; 
John  was  a butcher  in  Stratford,  Conn. ; Philip 
J.  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch;  Eliza,  who 
married  Thomas  Spooner  in  Ireland,  did  not 
come  to  America;  and  Harriet,  the  youngest,  did 
not  marry. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  14,  1821,  at 
the  old  home  in  County  Kildare,  Ireland,  and  re- 
mained upon  the  farm  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  eighteen,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the 
local  schools.  In  1839  he  came  to  Connecticut, 
and  after  making  a short  stay  in  Stratford  he 
settled  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  was  employed 
about  fifteen  years  by  the  Hart  & Calhoun  Co., 
manufacturers  of  harness  and  saddles.  While 
there  he  married  Miss  Isabella  Bradley,  daughter 
of  John  Bradley,  a well-known  resident  of 
Bridgeport.  Removing  later  to  New  Jersey,  he 
spent  a year  upon  a farm,  and  he  then  went  to 
Hawley,  Penn.,  where  his  first  wife  died.  About 
1856  he  came  back  to  this  county  and  purchased 
a farm,  which  he  soon  sold,  and  in  1858  he  took 
possession  of  his  present  homestead,  a fine  farm 
of  250  acres  near  Shelton.  All  of  the  improve- 
ments upon  the  place  have  been  made  by  him, 
as  the  land  was  in  a primitive  condition  when  he 
bought  it,  and  his  handsome  residence  was  built 
in  1870.  His  barns  and  other  farm  buildings 
are  models,  and  the  roads  and  fences  about  the 
place  are  kept  in  admirable  repair.  His  atten- 
tion is  largely  given  to  the  raising  of  blooded 
horses  and  cattle,  and  at  one  time  he  rented 
three  or  four  other  farms  in  the  vicinity  in  order 
to  carry  on  that  business  more  extensively.  He 
is  an  excellent  business  man,  and  has  met  with 
good  success  financially.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  for  two  years  he  held  the  office  of 
township  assessor,  and  he  has  also  taken  an 
active  part  in  educational  affairs  in  his  locality, 
being  always  ready  to  aid  in  any  worthy  move- 
ment. In  religious  faith  he  is  an  Episcopalian. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Jones 
married  Miss  Sarah  G.  Booth,  of  Bridgeport, 
daughter  of  David  Booth,  a prosperous  farmer 
of  Trumbull  township.  She  died  in  Huntington, 
and  he  afterward  married  Miss  Fannie  Tyrrell, 
of  Roxbury,  Conn.  He  has  had  four  children, 
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of  whom  three  are  living.  Of  the  two  children 
by  his  first  marriage,  one  died  in  infancy  at  Haw- 
ley, Penn. ; and  Eliza  is  now  the  wife  of  Theo- 
dore Hubbell,  a farmer  of  Huntington  township. 
By  the  second  marriage  there  were  also  two 
children:  William,  who  is  a farmer  at  the  home- 
stead, was  married  in  1881  to  Miss  Teresa  Hub- 
bell,  daughter  of  Charles  Hubbell,  of  Hunting- 
ton;  and  Sarah,  who  married  James  Stone,  a 
corset  manufacturer  at  Aurora,  Illinois. 


ILLIAM  GREENE  BROWNSON,  M.D., 
who  died  at  Noroton  of  pneumonia,  Jan- 
uary 3,  1 899,  was  the  resident  physician  and  sur- 
geon of  the  Connecticut  Soldiers’  Home  at 
Noroton,  and  ranked  among  the  leaders  of  his 
profession  in  this  country,  his  numerous  articles 
in  the  medical  journals  of  the  day  having  won 
for  him  a wide  reputation  as  a scientific  observer 
in  professional  lines. 

Doctor  Brownson  was  born  August  6,  1830, 
at  Fenner,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  belonged  to 
a well-known  family,  his  uncle,  Hon.  Greene  C. 
Bronson,  having  been  chief  justice  of  the  New 
York  Supreme  Court  for  thirty  years,  and,  later, 
corporation  counsel  for  the  City  of  New  York. 
Simeon  Brownson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a native  of  Connecticut,  whence  he  went  to  cen- 
tral New  York  when  about  twenty  years  of  age, 
making  his  permanent  home  there,  and  engaging 
in  agricultural  pursuits  upon  a farm  which  he 
cleared  from  the  primeval  forest.  He  was  a 
quiet,  unassuming  citizen,  and  was  held  in  high 
esteem  by  his  associates.  He  died  November  6, 
1852,  and  his  wife,  Lucretia  Stewart,  who  was 
a native  of  the  Empire  State,  passed  to  the  un- 
seen life  in  1887,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years.  Doctor  Brownson  had  one  sister, 
Mrs.  Celestia  Kavner,  of  Gasport,  N.  Y.,  and 
two  brothers,  Addison,  now  a resident  of  Mar- 
shall, Mich.,  and  Oliver  J.,  of  Middleport,  N.  Y. 
He  also  had  a half-brother,  Rev.  Isaac  K. 
Brownson,  formerly  of  Fayetteville,  N.  Y.,  who 
died  January  28,  1899,  at  an  advanced  age. 

The  Doctor's  education  was  begun  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  near  his  early  home,  and  later  he 
attended  the  New  York  Central  College  at  Mc- 
Grawville,  N.  Y.,  and  the*State  Normal  School 
at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  graduated  in 

February,  1853.  He  had  taught  at  various  times 

while  securing  his  education,  and  after  graduat- 
ing he  accepted  a position  as  instructor  in  a 
boarding  school  in  New  Jersey,  subsequently 
teaching  in  union  schools  on  Long  Island,  and  at 
Ogdensburg,  N . Y.  Later  he  became  principal 
of  a large  school  at  Jamaica,  Queens  Co.,  N.V, 
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where  he  remained  four  and  one-half  years,  of  law  at  Springfield,  Mass.  Politically,  the 
During  this  time  he  began  his  medical  course  in  Doctor  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  but 
the  University  of  New  York,  and  in  February,  in  local  affairs  he  voted  independently  when  oc- 
1865,  he  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  that  casion  required.  Although  he  never  entered  the 
institution.  On  the  day  of  his  graduation  he  en-  ranks  of  office  seekers,  preferring  to  give  his 
listed  in  the  army,  and  was  appointed  acting  time  to  his  profession,  he  took  much  interest  in 
assistant-surgeon  in  the  De  Camp  General  Hos-  all  educational  work,  and  for  a number  of  years 
pitai,  New  York  Harbor,  which  position  he  held  served  as  a school  visitor  in  connection  with  the 
until  discharged  in  September,  1865.  He  located  boards  of  education  of  New  Canaan  and  Noroton. 
in  New  Canaan,  this  county,  and  remained  in  He  was  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
active  practice  some  twenty-six  years,  meeting  at  New  Canaan,  and  belonged  to  the  Fairfield 
with  success  from  the  outset.  County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  presi- 

His  prominence  in  his  profession  led  to  his  dent  for  three  years,  and  to  the  Connecticut 
appointment,  in  October.  1891,  to  his  late  posi-  Medical  Society,  in  which  he  also  held  the  same 
tion,  one  which  requires  ripe  experience  and  office.  In  1864  he  was  given  the  honorary  de- 
thorough  knowledge.  His  practical  and  scien-  gree  of  A.  M.  by  Hamilton  College,  at  Clinton, 
tific  management  of  his  department  of  the  Sol-  N.  Y.  In  addition  to  his  contributions  to  the 
diers  Home  was  an  important  factor  in  the  sue-  medical  journals,  he  showed  much  literary  ability 
cess  of  that  institution,  as  so  many  of  our  brave  in  other  lines,  and  while  serving  as  president  of 
heroes  are  now  suffering  the  ills  attending  ad-  the  State  Medical  Society  he  wrote  and  delivered 
ranced  age.  No  man  who  passed  through  the  before  that  body  a poem  entitled  “The  Country 
ardships  of  the  battle-field,  the  camp  or  a Doctor,"  which  was  widely  copied, 
outhern  prison  is  the  stronger  for  the  experi- 
ence and  the  tenderest  care  is  but  the  just  due 

ot  those  who  happHy  stil!  remain  among  us.  In  Tf  SMITH  DODGE,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  S.  Few  ' 

we  fi  H*  Evening  Leader  of  June  26,  1897,  I citizens  of  Stamford  have  worked  as  assidu- 
which  a.?  account  °*  a visit  to  the  Home  in  ouslyforthebestinterestsofthecommunity  as 

Doctor"16  T, eServet^  Pra'se  ‘s  bestowed  upon  the  has  the  gentleman  whose  history  is  briefly  out- 
shows  in  h'  r wnt^r  says:  “Doctor  Brownson  lined  in  this  sketch.  While  pursuing  an  arduous 
his  coat  a'd  th*  1 * heart  beats  beneath  profession,  he  has  found  time  to  assist  effectively 

his  symtmh'  hat  a™harity  has  never  hardened  in  many  worthy  movements — religious,  philan- 
tour  of  the  'ffi  Under  his  conduct  we  made  a thropic  and  educational — and  that  valued  insti- 
as  well  as  the  ces,j “1SP ansary  and  barber's  room,  tution,  the  Ferguson  Library,  owes  much  to  his 
sick  were  car«t  1 S an,  private  roorns  where  the  patient,  unremitting  care. 

were  lvine  rm  °r’  u j l^e  war<^s  *-he  sick  men  Dr.  Dodge  was  born  Decemder  3,  1834,  in 
chairs  while  ; eir , j s or  s'tl>ng  in  their  easy  New  York  City,  and  is  descended  from  an  old 
could  seethe  n!  1 shady  n°ok  on  the  lawn  we  Connecticut  family.  His  father,  Dr.  J.  Smith 
>n  rolling  chairs**  \v  aD<^  con'fa^escents  seated  Dodge,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  for 
•hem  had  for  Pat^etic  faces  some  of  many  years  practiced  dentistry  in  New  York  City, 

ated,  they  WeL.C°m  ort.a^*y  as.  ^ey  were  situ-  but  later  he  removed  his  residence  to  Morris- 
with  none  endea*!^  L°m  *r'e"^s  ant*  home,  town,  N.  J.,  where  his  last  days  were  spent, 
cheer  them  ” th  n *"em  ^ l>es  of  blood  to  Our  subject’s  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
charges  neaWtm  6 \°Ctor  was  devoted  to  his  Julia  Ann  Burger,  was  a native  of  New  York 
'“•he.r  Xe  fnd  rb31  m*ht  contribute  City. 

kd  them  in  the  sin  •’  had  a fine  voice,  he  During  his  boyhood  our  subject  attended  a 
ices  at  the  Home  dunn®  t*le  Sunday  serv-  boarding  school  at  Rye,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  he 
In  1854  Doctor  R took  a course  in  the  literary  department  of 

hne  Louise  BarstoJ°WnSjn  marr’ec*  Miss  Caro-  Columbia  College,  graduating  in  1853.  He  then 
Barstow,  of  Oswe  ' 3 dau&hter  of  Samuel  entered  the  College  of  Physicians' and  Surgeons 
children  have  b|KLCTty'  N'  Y-  and  four  in  New  York  City,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
,'Hiam  Clarence  k "e  unio.n-  Yhe  eldest,  1856,  and  the  following  year  he  spent  in  Bellevue 
Asheville,  n,  c.  ’pra  3 su®jessiul  physician  at  Hospital  as  house  physician.  On  leaving  that 
“tephen  G.  Beers  a nC6S  1 ^a^*e'  's  lhe  wife  of  institution  he  pursued  a course  of  study  in  the 
«r|eton  Lewis  is  a .J,  er  at  Taunton-  Mass.  Baltimore  College  of  Dentistry,  graduating  with 
r * Yorh.  Wendell  r°r  3t the  City  College,  the  class  of  1 858,  and  soon  afterward  he  engaged 
0 ‘eSe  and  law  school  reene'  a graduate  of  Yale  in  practice  with  his  father  in  New  York.  He  is 
. s engaged  in  the  practice  a man  of  broad  intelligence  and  original  thought, 
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his  studies  taking  a wide  range,  and  at  one  time 
he  prepared  for  the  ministry  of  the  Universalist 
Church.  In  1862  he  was  ordained,  and  for 
twelve  years  he  served  acceptably  as  pastor  of 
the  congregation  in  Stamford.  He  was  quick  to 
appreciate  the  vast  power  for  good  promised  by 
the  Ferguson  Library,  of  which  he  was  an  incor- 
porator, and  from  the  first  he  has  served  as  a 
trustee  and  has  performed  continuously  the  duties 
of  secretary  of  the  institution. 

In  1858  Dr.  Dodge  married  Miss  M.  R.  Hall, 
of  Stamford,  and  since  that  time  he  has  resided 
at  his  pleasant  home  in  West  Broad  street.  Of 
his  four  children  only  one  is  now  at  home. 


BAV1D  PECK  RHOADES.  Few  men  in  this 
section  are  more  widely  known  in  metro- 
politan business  circles  than  this  venerable  and 
respected  resident  of  Stratford,  who  was  for 
many  years  actively  identified  with  newspaper 
work  in  New  York  city.  He  held  a responsible 
position  on  the  force  of  the  New  York  Tribune 
in  the  early  days,  and  while  he  is  now  living  in 
retirement  he  is  a stockholder  in  the  American 
News  Company,  and  keeps  in  touch  with  the  de- 
velopment of  journalistic  enterprise. 

Mr.  Rhoades  belongs  to  a good  Colonial  fam- 
ily. His  paternal  ancestors,  who  were  descend- 
ants of  Roger  Williams,  settled  at  Wethersfield 
at  an  early  date,  and  a member  of  the  branch 
later  removed  to  Stratford.  For  many  years  the 
family  has  been  connected  with  shipbuilding  in- 
terests, and  John  Rhoades,  our  subject’s  father, 
who  was  born  in  Wethersfield,  was  engaged  in 
that  business  in  New  York  City  from  1826  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1834.  He  married 
Miss  Esther  Peck,  a native  of  Milford,  where  the 
first  years  of  his  married  life  were  spent,  his 
twelve  children  being  born  there.  Of  these,  three 
died  in  infancy,  and,  of  the  others, -the  first  seven 
— Sarah,  Susan,  Esther,  Mary,  John,  William  and 
Henry — are  now  deceased.  The  youngest  child, 
Edward,  is  now  a resident  of  Providence,  R.  ]. 
He  was  formerly  a printer  by  trade. 

The  Peck  family,  which  was  also  of  English 
origin,  became  identified  with  Milford  at  an  early 
period,  Mr.  Rhoades’  first  ancestor  on  that  side 
of  whom  we  have  definite  record,  having  come 
from  England  about  1638  and  settled  at  Milford, 
and  some  of  his  descendants  also  lived  in  that 
town.  Capt.  Samuel  Peck,  Mr.  Rhoades’  ma- 
ternal great-grandfather,  served  as  an  officer 
throughout  the  Revolutionary  war.  Michael  Peck, 
his  grandfather,  who  was  born  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Milford,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  103 
years,  was  an  extensive  landowner  at  Milford, 


and  probably  followed  farming  as  an  occupation. 
He  was  a sort  of  commissary  and  home  guard  at 
Milford,  supplying  recruits  for  the  army,  arrest- 
ing deserters,  etc.,  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

David  P.  Rhoades,  the  ninth  among  the  chil- 
dren who  lived  to  maturity,  was  born  August  5, 
1824,  and  was  about  two  years  old  when  his 
parents  removed  to  New  York  City,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  The  early  death  of  his  father 
compelled  him  to  forego  his  plans  for  an  educa- 
tion, and  seek  such  employment  as  a boy  of  his 
age  could  secure.  He  worked  at  various  “odd 
jobs  ” until  he  was  fifteen,  when  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  attract  the  notice  of  Horace  Greely,  at 
that  time  managing  editor  of  the  New  Yorker , 
a literary  paper.  Mr.  Greeley,  recognizing  the 
young  lad’s  ability,  gave  him  a place  in  the 
printing  office,  and  a year  later,  in  1841,  when 
he  started  the  New  York  Tribune , Mr.  Rhoades 
became  clerk,  having  charge  of  much  of  the 
circulation  business  of  the  paper.  He  remained 
with  Mr.  Greeley  twenty-six  years,  a firm  friend- 
ship being  established  between  the  two,  and  as 
time  passed  he  acquired  a share  in  the  paper. 
In  a published  account,  “The  organization  and 
By-laws  of  the  New  York  Tribune ,”  the  names 
of  the  owners  of  the  paper  in  i860  appear  as 
below:  “The  following  gentlemen  signed  the 

By-laws  which  were  adopted  by  a special  meet- 
ing of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Tribune  held  on 
Thursday,  April  4,  i860 — Horace  Greeley,  George 

M.  Snow,  Samuel  St.  Clair,  Robert  M.  Stre- 
beigh,  Charles  A.  Dana,  James  Cuthell,  Thomas 

N.  Rooker,  C.  E.  Wilbur,  Solan  Robinson, 
Oliver  Johnson,  George  J.  Ripley,  Theodore  Til- 
ton, D.  P.  Rhoades,  and  Bayard  Taylor.” 
About  1862  Mr.  Rhoades  purchased  his  present 
residence  in  Stratford,  a beautiful  estate,  and 
while  making  his  home  there  with  his  family  he 
continued  his  business  in  New  York  City.  Some 
years  later  he  became  connected  with  the  New 
York  News  Company  (now  the  American  News 
Company),  but  since  1895  he  has  lived  in  retire- 
ment at  Stratford. 

Mr.  Rhoades  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
political  work  since  early  manhood,  first  as  a 
Whig  and  later  as  a Republican,  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  having  been  cast  for  Zachary  Taylor. 
He  has  often  been  urged  to  allow  his  name  to  be 
presented  as  a candidate  for  different  offices,  but 
has  invariably  declined.  His  public  spirit  has 
been  shown  in  various  ways,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  chief  promoters  of  the  Stratford  Library,  be- 
coming a life  member  at  its  organization,  and  at 
present  he  is  serving  as  a life  trustee.  For 
thirty-six  years  he  has  held  a pew  in  the  Episco- 
pal Church  at  Stratford,  and  socially  he  is 
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identified  with  numerous  orders,  including  the 
Masonic  Fraternity.  He  is  now  acting  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Stratford  Social  Club,  of  which  he 
was  also  vice-president  for  some  years. 

In  1846  Mr.  Rhoades  married  Miss  Mary  L. 
Godwin,  a native  of  Bath,  England,  who  came  to 
America  when  six  years  of  age.  She  passed  to 
the  unseen  world  in  1898,  after  fifty-one  and 
one-half  years  of  wedded  life.  Of  their  seven 
children,  the  eldest,  John  W.,  is  manager  and 
director  for  the  American  News  Company; 
Selena  M.  married  John  Peterkin,  of  New  York, 
now  deceased;  Daniel  G.  is  at  home;  Sarah  E. 
is  the  widow  of  J.  P.  Routh,  formerly  a druggist 
in  Boston;  Franklin  O.  is  a bookkeeper  for  the 
American  News  Company;  Mary  died  at  the  age 
of  six  years;  David  L.  resides  in  Stratford,  and 
is  at  present  serving  as  assessor  of  that  town. 


MEHEMIAH  BROWN  is  now  living  retired 
at  his  home  in  King  Street,  in  the  town  of 
Greenwich,  Fairfield  Co..  Conn.,  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  health  and  the  prosperity  which 
came  to  him  during  the  years  he  spent  in  active 
work.  He  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old 
established  families  of  this  part  of  the  country, 
and  traces  his  lineage  to  good  old  English  and 
French  Huguenot  stock. 

The  progenitor  of  this  Brown  family  in 
America  was  Samuel  Brown,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  Rye,  England,  in  1660,  and  settled 
in  what  is  now  known  as  Rye  township,  West- 
chester Co.,  N.  Y.,  named  after  his  Old-World 
home.  Here  he  had  received  a large  grant  of 
land  from  the  English  sovereign,  which  has  ever 
since  remained  in  the  family,  and  the  site  on 
which  he  erected  his  dwelling,  in  King  Street,  is 
still  occupied  by  his  descendants.  His  son  Sam- 
uel (2),  born  April  15,  1689,  married  Hannah 
Sherwood,  who  was  born  July  16,  1696.  Their 
children  were  born  as  follows:  Hannah,  March 
20,  1721;  Samuel,  July  16,  1722;  Elizabeth, 
November  27,  1724;  Nehemiah,  June  7,  1726; 
Eunice,  November  7,  1728:  Rachel,  September 
4i  J73G  Roger,  December  25,  1733;  Mary,  June 
I0-  >737.  and  Andrew,  February  10,  1739. 
Nehemiah  and  Roger  owned  the  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Round  Hill,  Greenwich  township, 
having  inherited  seven  hundred  acres  from  their 
father,  and  their  descendants,  especially  Ne- 
hemiah's,  still  live  in  that  neighborhood. 

Samuel  Brown  (3),  being  the  eldest  son  in  the 
family  above  enumerated,  inherited  the  bulk  of 
his  father’s  property,  and  thus  became  the  owner 
of  one  thousand  acres  in  New  York  along  the 
Croton  river.  On  February  16,  1757,  he  mar- 


ried Amy  Merritt,  who  was  born  April  24,  1730, 
and  their  children  were:  Samuel  (4),  born  Novem- 
ber 21,  1757,  was  a trader  and  died  in  Savannah, 
Ga.  (he  was  married);  John,  born  October  15, 

1 7 59,  was  a farmer  of  Rye  township,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years;  Mary, 
born  August  21,  1761,  married  to  Moses  Crooker, 
of  Long  Island;  Hannah,  born  September  25, 
1763,  married  to  Daniel  Hauxhorst,  a Quaker 
minister,  who  died  in  New  York  of  yellow  fever 
while  visiting  the  sick;  Nehemiah,  born  January 
20,  1766;  and  Merritt,  born  January  27,  1768, 
married  Hannah  Pine  and  died  in  Rye  township, 
where  he  carried  on  farming  (he  left  no  children). 
The  father  and  mother  of  this  family  died  August 
5,  1811,  and  December  12,  1808,  respectively. 
Their  remains  were  the  first  to  be  interred  in  the 
private  cemetery  of  the  Brown  family,  on  the 
homestead  farm. 

Nehemiah  Brown  was  reared  a farmer  boy  on 
the  old  home  place  in  Rye  township,  where  he 
passed  his  entire  life  as  a tiller  of  the  soil.  In 
1792  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anne  Anderson, 
who  was  born  February  15,  1771,  in  King 
Street.  Greenwich  township,  and  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  William  Anderson.  Their  family  com- 
prised ten  children,  of  whom  we  have  the  follow- 
ing record:  Lawrence,  born  August  5,  1794, 

died  at  the  homestead  in  Rye  township,  Novem- 
ber 28,  1851.  Phoebe  M.,  born  July  19,  1797, 
died  July  24,  1863,  unmarried.  Moses  C.,  born 
July  29,  1799,  will  be  more  fully  spoken  of. 
Charity,  born  November  20,  1801,  died  on  the 
old  place  May  25,  1885;  she  never  married. 
Samuel  S. , born  January  9,  1804.  was  a merch- 
ant and  lived  in  New  York  City  for  some  years, 
returning,  however,  to  the  homestead,  where  he 
died  February  16,  1853;  he  tftarried  Louis  Ann 
Wood,  and  they  had  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  still  living — Elizabeth  L.,  Ed  W.,  Francis 
S.  and  Charles  A.  Hannah,  born  January  3, 
1806,  lived  on  the  old  homestead,  and  died 
March  13.  1899,  aged  ninety-three  years;  she 
was  unmarried.  Merritt,  born  April  5,  1808, 
lived  in  New  York  for  some  time,  being  engaged 
in  mercantile  business,  and  died  July  26,  1861; 
he  married  Jane  Hatfield;  they  left  no  children. 
Daniel  H.,  born  June  14,  1810,  lived  in  New 
York  for  a number  of  years,  and  died  February 
18,  1877,  on  the  homestead;  he  never  married. 
Amy,  born  February  21,  1813,  has  always  lived 
on  the  homestead;  she  is  single.  Nehemiah, 
born  April  7,  1816,  died  August  24,  1893,  on 
the  home  place;  he  never  married.  The  father 
of  this  family  passed  away  December  4,  1847, 
the  mother  surviving  until  November  28,  1851. 
They  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Brown  family  cem- 
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etery  in  Rye  township,  near  Port  Chester.  He 
held  a lieutenant’s  commission  under  Governor 
Clinton,  dated  1801,  and  filled  several  township 
offices  of  honor  and  trust.  His  political  sym- 
pathies were  with  the  Whig  party. 

Moses  C.  Brown  was  born  on  the  homestead, 
and  grew  to  manhood  there.  When  a young 
man  he  taught  school  for  a time,  and  later  he 
went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  resided  several 
years,  engaged  in  carting  during  the  days  when 
that  business  was  profitable.  Previous  to  this, 
during  his  early  married  life,  he  lived  in  Mt. 
Pleasant,  and  near  Harrison  Depot,  N.  Y.,  but 
eventually  returned  to  the  place  of  his  birth,  and 
relinquished  active  work  at  a time  when  he  was 
able  to  best  enjoy  his  leisure.  He  was  especial- 
ly fond  of  fishing,  and  indulged  considerably  in 
that  sport.  In  1826  he  married  Mary  Renoud, 
who  was  born  February  15,  1805,  in  Westchest- 
er county,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Martha 
(Purdy)  Renoud,  and  lived  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  N. 
Y.,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage.  Her  ancestors, 
the  Renouds,  were  driven  from  France  at  the 
time  of  the  religious  persecutions  in  that  coun- 
try, and  coming  to  America  settled  in  New  York 
State,  founding  the  town  of  New  Rochelle,  of 
which  they  were  the  first  settlers.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moses  C.  Brown  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: Allen  M.,  who  is  a retired  butcher  of 

Port  Chester,  N.  Y.;  Anna  A.,  who  married 
Charles  Cypher,  and  died  at  White  Plains,  N. 
Y.;  Nehemiah;  Emeline  S.,  unmarried,  who 
makes  her  home  in  White  Plains;  and  Mary  (Mrs. 
Edward  Brown),  of  Rye  township.  Mr.  Brown 
died  March  13,  1889,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eiehtv-nine  years,  and  was  well  preserved  ment- 
ally and  physically,  the  result  of  careful  living 
and  regular  habits.  He  was  small  of  stature. 
Jn  political  sentiment  he  was  a Whig  and  Re- 
publican, but  he  was  not  an  active  party  worker 
and  the  only  office  he  ever  held  was  that  of  school 
commissioner.  He  and  his  wife,  who  died  Jan- 
uary 28,  1845,  were  buried  in  the  Brown  family 
cemetery. 

Nehemiah  Brown  was  born  May  6,  1834,  in 
Rye  township,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  in 
his  early  boyhood  attended  the  neighboring  dis- 
trict school.  Later  he  was  a pupil  in  a private 
school  taught  by  Jesse  Lounsbury.  When  eigh- 
teen years  of  age  he  commenced  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade  with  his  uncle  Leonard  Miller 
(who  married  his  mother’s  only  sister,  Eliza  J. 
Renoud).  and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years  with  him,  receiving  $25  per  annum  and 
working  more  hours  in  a day  than  is  now  re- 
quired of  the  average  tradesman.  After  learning 
the  trade  he  continued  in  Mr.  Miller’s  employ  for 


another  year,  and  then  for  a short  time  worked 
at  Irvington,  N.  Y.,  returning  thence  to  his  first 
employer,  with  whom  he  remained  until,  in  1876, 
he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account. 
He  was  engaged  continuously  in  contracting  un- 
til 1890,  since  which  time  he  has  not  done  any 
great  amount  of  work,  only  undertaking  odd  con- 
tracts; in  1897  he  erected  a $5,000  barn  for 
John  H.  Shults.  During  his  active  business  life 
he  made  his  home  in  White  Plains,  where  he 
worked  steadily  at  his  trade  for  forty  years,  and 
in  all  that  time  never  asked  but  one  man  for 
work,  never  asked  to  estimate  on  any  work,  and 
did  not,  unless  called  on  to  do  so,  and  was  never 
out  of  work.  Being  a thorough  mechanic,  he 
took  a pride  in  having  any  job  he  attempted  done 
in  a neat  and  workmanlike  way,  and  the  result 
was  suffcient  recommendation  for  him  among 
those  who  engaged  his  services.  His  reputation 
for  promptness  and  integrity  in  business  matters 
has  remained  unsullied,  and  he  is  highly  re- 
spected wherever  known,  in  either  a social  or 
business  way.  There  are  many  evidences  of  his 
skill  in  this  locality,  where  his  work  as  a success- 
ful contractor  and  builder  is  equaled  by  few. 
Mr.  Brown  commenced  life  with  nothing  but  a 
good  name  and  a thorough  knowledge  of  a good 
trade  as  a foundation  for  his  fortunes,  and  that 
he  is  now  able  to  take  his  leasure  and  enjoy  a 
comfortable  competence  is  due  solely  to  his  own 
industry  and  efficient  toil.  In  spite  of  the  years 
of  hard  work  which  he  has  passed  through,  he  is, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  a well-preserved  man, 
has  never  been  sick  and  does  not  know  from  ex- 
perience wbat  a headache  is. 

On  June  12,  1867,  Mr.  Brown  wedded,  in 
Middletown,  N.  Y.,  Miss  Jane  A.  Horton,  who 
belongs  to  an  excellent  New  York  family.  She 
was  born  May  7,  1843,  *n  Middletown,  daughter 
of  O.  H.  and  Almira  (Houston)  Horton,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a direct  descendant  of 
Barnabas  Horton,  a noted  man  in  his  day;  the 
mother  was  a daughter  of  George  Houston,  who 
was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr. 
Horton  was  a carpenter  by  trade.  He  had  a 
family  of  five  children — one  son  and  four  daugh- 
ters. Mrs.  Brown  was  given  a good  education 
for  her  day.  She  and  her  husband  commenced 
housekeeping  in  White  Plains,  where  they  made 
their  home  until  July  5,  1890,  when  they  removed 
to  their  present  residence  in  King  Street  the 
William  Merritt  homestead.  The  house  has  been 
remodeled,  and  is  a very  commodious,  comfort- 
able place,  standing  on  sixteen  acres  of  ground, 
which  form  very  pleasant  surroundings.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brown  have  two  sons:  Frank  H.. 

who  is  an  architect  of  White  Plains,  N.  Y. ; an“ 
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Robert  H.,  a carpenter.  Mr.  Brown  is  a stanch  of  Elizabeth  of  Stratford,  is  evidenced  by  the 
member  of  the  Republican  party,  but  he  takes  records  both  of  England  and  America.  In  the 
no  special  interest  in  politics.  Mrs.  Brown  is  a ‘‘Memorials  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  of  Nazing 
devout  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  and  Waltham  Abby,”  by  W.  Winters,  F.  R. 

Hist.  Soc.,  of  Waltham  Abbey,  Essex,  Eng- 
land, page  46,  are  the  names  of  William  Curtiss, 

HfON.  CHARLES  B.  CURTIS  is  oneof  Strat-  who  married  Sarah  Eliot,  a sister  of  John  Eliot, the 
! lord’s  most  influential  citizens,  as  is  shown  Indian  Apostle,  and  one  of  the  original  settlers 
by  the  number  of  times  that  he  has  been  chosen  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  John  Curtiss,  who  mar- 
to  fill  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.  As  a ried  Elizabeth  Hutchins,  April  19,  1610,  and  had 
representative  in  the  State  Legislature  he  gained  children:  John, baptized  February  26,  1614-15; 

more  than  a local  reputation  for  ability  and  pub-  Wiliam,  baptized  June  21,  1618;  and  Thomas, 
licspirit,  and  in  less  prominent  positions  he  has  baptized  March  12,  1619-20.  The  ship  “Lion” 
also  shown  characteristic  energy,  tact  and  fideli-  arrived  in  Boston  harbor  Sunday  evening,  Septem- 
ty  to  duty.  ber  16,  1632.  She  brought,  so  Winthrop  says, 

The  Curtis  family  has  been  prominent  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  passengers  on  this 
many  years  in  the  business,  social  and  political  trip.  The  names  of  about  thirty  only  are  mat- 
ne  of  that  section,  and  its  members  have  at  all  ters  of  record,  and  one  of  them  was  William  Cur- 
's n°*ed  for  the  qualities  of  character  tiss,  above  referred  to.  We  know,  however, 
w ich  make  good  citizens.  The  first  of  the  name  that  the  arrivals  by  the  “ Lion”  were  what  may 
came  from  England  at  a very  early  period,  and  a be  termed  the  better  class.  The  ministers  were 
- r , | tae  ,amily  settled  in  the  town  of  well  educated  and  influential;  the  laity  were  edu- 
Th*  fit  °D^  prl0r  t0  Revolutionary  war.  cated  and  possessed  a certain  degree  of  wealth 
e rst  recorded  knowledge  we  have  of  the  Cur-  that  enabled  them  to  live  in  the  enjoyment  of 
!hVln!yAt.r!iratf°rd  is  in  ,658.  at  which  time  comforts. 

IVol  ,fi°R  r Elizabeth  Curtiss  was  proved.  The  records  of  Massachusetts  Colony  dis- 
Probat  4 Records  °i  Court  of  tinctly  show,  as  stated  above,  that  John  Corteis 

Conn } 'tv  ^ *or  t*le  District  of  Fairfield,  was  not  only  a personality  but  was  a landowner. 
John Curti  **  h unr^68  ment‘on  *ler  sons  The  recorded  passengers  of  the  “Lion”  are 
John  Curt|SS  3n  j , ‘am  Curtiss,  and  grandsons  known  to  have  been  persons  of  means,  and  it  is 
sons  John  * ^urt*ss>  sons  °f  her  reasonable,  from  the  known  worth  of  John,  and 

will  she  says'-  » 1 J1’  ■ *n  ’tem  ^ot3rth  of  her  his  appearance  at  Roxbury  at  about  the  time  of 
Mary  Curtiss  A doe  give  unto  my  grand-child  William  and  other  “ Lion  ” passengers,  to  con- 
shillings  and  t*  A3  .er  °i  Thomas  Curtiss  forty  elude  that  John  wasa  passenger  on  the  “ Lion," 
John  and  Wit  unt0  ^er  by  my  sons  and  therefore  an  emigrant  from  Nazing.  If  this 

cease.”  This  '.ai”,  w,t“'n  a year  after  my  de-  conclusion  is  correct  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
deuce  of  the  B-  ,he  on'^  recorded  direct  evi-  this  John  is  the  John  mentioned  in  the  records  of 
from  this  record 't-n6  3 SOn  Thomas,  and  Nazing,  and  the  husband  of  Elizabeth,  the  re- 

living,  at  the  tim ' tk  -f  56611  l^at  tl'ere  were  corded  ancestress  of  the  Curtiss  family  of  Strat- 
J°hn  and  Willig6  j WaS  made>  two  sons,  ford,  Conn.  He  died,  probably,  in  Massachusetts, 
than,  and  a eranHj  Srandsons  John  and  Jona-  or  while  en  route  to  Connecticut.  When  or 
also  had  a son  Th  au^”ter  Mary,  and  that  she  where  he  died  is  not  a matter  of  record  in  either 
n,a'i>ngof  the  will  °IAfS'i,'V*10  d'ed  l5r6V'oustot^e  State.  John  and  William  came  with  their 
and  nowhere  in  th  * j time  s^e  was  a w>dow,  mother,  Elizabeth,  to  Stratford  at  an  early  period 
name  of  her  husband6*”0™5  ^tratf°rd  does  the  of  its  settlement.  Trumbull,  in  his  history,  Vol. 
States  and  Persons  ^Ppe?r\  1°  " A note  of  ye  1,  published  1795,  page  105,  says  they  came 
W." about  i6a8-ifi  Inhabitants  of  Rocks-  from  Roxbury  about  1639,  and  that  Stratford 
to  the  date  of  the  , ^°‘  and  at  a time  previous  was  settled  by  immigrants  from  Massachusetts 
John  Corteis,  havimr  fitf  w'"‘  aPPears  the  name  and  not  by  immigrants  directly  from  England, 
sons  in  his  family  tvT  acres,.w>th  five  per-  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Fairchild,  who  was  a 
a thorough,  exhaustiv  'S  amj^  disappears,  and  prominent  man  and  the  first  one  in  Stratford  in- 
•assachusetts  Pknje  fe,arc"  'n  lhe  records  in  vested  with  civil  authority.  He  came  directly 
a'ls  to  find  them  or  ° 5 and  Connecticut  from  the  Mother  country.  John  and  William 
°tds  of  Stratford  are  rpnyK°j"6m  unt'l  the  rec-  Curtiss  were  among  the  prominent  men  in  the 
a le  to  believe  the  r0i,aCred'  . That  it  is  reason-  town  at  this  early  period.  Lieut.  John  Curtis, 
a fother  of  William  n?  p 0I?els  °f  Roxbury  was  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a r.a- 
oxbury,  and  a husband  tive  of  Stratford,  where  he  passed  his  life  in  ag- 
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ricultural  pursuits,  interrupted  only  by  the  long 
struggle  of  the  colonies  for  independence,  during 
which  he  served  as  a lieutenant. 

Daniel  Curtis,  the  grandfather  of  Hon. 
Charles  B.  Curtis,  was  a native  of  Stratford, 
where  he  was  reared,  and  after  his  marriage  to 
Betsey  Pixlee  he  settled  on  a farm  there,  where 
he  and  his  wife  both  passed  away.  Their  chil- 
dren  were  Sheldon  P.,  Peter  P.,  Charles  H., 
Mary  (Mrs.  Nathan  Birdsey),  Margaret  (Mrs. 
Morgan  Curtis)  and  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Edward 

Fitch).  , , , 

Sheldon  P.  Curtis,  our  subjects  father,  was 
born  in  Stratford,  and  grew  to  manhood  at  the 
old  homestead.  He  learned  the  cabinetmaker’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  years  in  Strat- 
ford and  Bridgeport,  finally  settling  upon  a farm 
in  Stratford,  where  he  died  in  1876.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  was  active  in  religious 
matters  as  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  His  wife,  Sallie  (McEwen),  now  de- 
ceased, was  of  Scotch  descent,  and  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Joel  McEwen,  a native  of  Stratford.  Of 
their  four  children,  Robert  William  is  a well- 
known  resident  of  Stratford ; Alfred  H.  (deceased) 
was  a merchant  in  New  York  City,  Charles  B., 
our  subject,  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth;  and 
Frederick  (deceased)  was  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  Alfred. 

Charles  B.  Curtis  was  born  November  20, 
1839,  at  the  old  home  in  Stratford,  and  attended 
the  public  schools  and  the  academy  in  that  town. 
On  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  en- 
gaged in  general  farming,  which  he  has  continued 
ever  since  on  an  estate  of  twenty-five  acres,  near 
Stratford  village.  He  married  Miss  Sadie  Strong, 
daughter  of  Pond  and  Clarissa  (Chatfield)  Strong, 
of  Milford,  Conn.,  and  one  child  has  blessed  the 
union:  Pauline  Strong  Curtis,  who  is  at  home. 
Mr.  Curtis  and  his  family  are  prominent  socially, 
and  his  beautiful  home  is  the  center  of  a refined 
and  luxurious  hospitality.  He  is  in  sympathy 
with  the  work  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in 
which  he  was  reared,  and  is  identified  with  vari- 
ous organizations,  including  the  Stratford  Social 
Club.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and 
it  would  be  easier  to  mention  the  township  offices 
that  he  has  not  held  than  those  he  has  held.  He 
has  served  as  selectman  many  times,  and  has 
been  especially  active  as  a member  of  the  school 
board,  acting  at  one  time  as  a member  of  the 
building  committee.  For  eight  years  he  was 
deputy  sheriff  under  Robert  L.  Clarkson,  and  in 
1876  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  serving 
one  term  acceptably.  In  1898  he  was  again 
elected  as  a selectman  of  his  township,  and  is 
now  filling  that  incumbency. 


JrOHN  G.  STEVENS,  M.  D.  (deceased),  was 
| for  several  years  a successful  physician  in 
' Monroe,  Fairfield  county,  having  commenced 
practice  there  in  1884.  He  was  considered  one 
of  the  valuable  citizens  of  the  place,  both  as  a 
professional  man  and  as  an  active,  public-spirited 
worker  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lived. 

The  Doctor  was  a native  of  Milford,  Conn., 
born  March  2,  1838,  of  English  ancestry,  his 
great-great-grandfather,  Hezekiah  Stevens,  hav- 
ing come  from  England  to  Connecticut,  settling 
in  Brookfield,  where  his  son  Hezekiah  (great- 
grandfather of  Doctor  Stevens)  was  born.  The 
children  of  this  Hezekiah  were  as  follows:  Three 
sons — Zalmon,  Albert  and  Seth— and  two  daugh- 
ters, one  of  whom,  Sarah,  married  Daniel  Bar- 
low;  no  record  of  the  other. 

Zalmon  Stevens,  grandfather  of  Doctor  bte- 
vens,  was  a native  of  Brookfield,  Conn.,  where 
he  passed  his  entire  life,  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  on  his  farm  there,  which  was  one  of  no 
mean  proportions.  He  was  twice  married,  first 
time  to  Orinda  Warner,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children:  Lucy,  Betsey  and  Warner.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  Lydia  Williams,  and  by 
her  had  eight  children:  Caroline,  Charles,  Barlow 
M.,  Elmira,  Eliza,  Alonzo,  Edwin  and  George. 

Barlow  M.  Stevens,  father  of  Doctor  Stevens, 
was  born  December  23,  1811,  in  Brookfie^  , 
Conn.,  was  there  reared  and  educated,  and  e 
came  a mechanic  by  occupation.  For  many  years 
he  was  employed  in  the  repair  shop  of  the  Housa 
tonic  railroad.  Later  he  was  one  of  the 
contractors  in  the  Howe  Sewing  Machine  factory 
at  Bridgeport,  in  which  city  he  made  his  home 
while  so  engaged.  He  prospered  in  business^ 
and  earned  a comfortable  competence.  He  mar- 
ried Laura  A.  Fairchild,  daughter  of  Joseph  air- 
child,  of  Taunton,  Newtown,  and  they  had  tnree 
children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased:  Laura, 
who  died  in  infancy;  John  G.,  our  subject,  an 
Henry  W.,  a brief  sketch  of  whom  follows,  ine 
father  died  in  1883;  the  mother  is  still  living-  __  ® 
was  one  of  the  most  ardent  Abolitionists  ol  ® 
Milford  in  slavery  days,  and  later  was  one  < 0 
first  members  of  the  Republican  party.  Fra  e 
nally  he  was  an  Odd  Fellow,  one  of  the  cm  ie 
members  of  the  order  in  this  State;  in  religio 
faith  he  was  a Presbyterian,  a prominent  mem  e 
and  active  official  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Chur 
of  Bridgeport.  „ 

Henry  W.  Stevens  was  born  January  y> 
1843,  in  New  Milford,  Conn.,  but  was  reare  1 
Bridgeport,  where  he  passed  his  entire  *“e’  w.,l 
the  exception  of  the  time  he  was  absent  at 
front  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  He 
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came  a druggist,  and  for  many  years  was  en- 
gaged in  Booth’s  drug  store  in  Bridgeport.  In 
1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Fourteenth  Conn.  V.  I., 
and  served  three  years,  during  which  time  he 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Bristoe  Station.  He  was 
confined  in  Libby  Prison.  Belle  Isle,  Anderson- 
ville,  and  at  Macon,  Ga. , being  incarcerated  sev- 
enteen months  in  all.  After  the  war  he  was 
with  his  father  for  many  years,  or  until  the  fac- 
iory  burned;  then  succeeded  him  as  contractor, 
and  so  continued  until  in  1883  he  took  possession 
of  the  Warner  Pharmacy  at  No.  171  East  Main 
street,  and  carried  same  on  some  thirteen  years 
or  until  his  death,  which  occurred  May  25, 1898.' 
He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  decease  was  serving  as  alderman  for 
the  Sixth  ward  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport.  Soci- 
% he  was  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  was 
g?  commander  of  Post  No.  3.  at  Bridgeport, 
m chahVin  ema  man  hiSh’y  esteemed  and 

-■EE  & hoi”bh"tomw 

John  G.  Stevens  received  his  early  English 
St'"  Public  schools  of  BridgepoA 

eighteen  vea^  M ""2  he  WaS  about 
tered  th/,t  S d'  A ter  leaving  school  he  en- 
SifJS  ““  & Lyon,  remain- 

I-  w i"  tor  or 

far  business  in  I:,..  78,  he  bou6ht  ou*  “ sim- 

a Partner  a Mr  ThaVe/'the'fi  Wh’Ch  he  |!ad  for 
“8  Thaver  & c,„y’  tbe  firm  name  becom- 
A°nr  Subiect  continued 
responded  to  President t Augu.st;  ,862-  when  he 
men  for  nine  monthc"*  L,.ncoln  s cal1  for  75,000 
fany  I.23rd  Conn  v™06  bT.e"listine  in  Com- 
hont  under  ColonniuiI-’hlcb  went  t0  the 
wi‘h  Banks  in  the  GuU**'  7h'S  re^ment  was 
Was  captured  at  Brash  exP®dlt|on;  the  Doctor 

I863.  and  confined  S41  Qt\La-  >ne  23, 

ate  prison,  being  releasJ^  ln  Confeder- 

ated to  the  provoat  d muU,gUSt’  i864.  and  re- 
P°n,  Conn.  He Tu  ,Tarshal  s office  in  Bridge- 
al1  through  his  tori  _tberank  of  first  lieutenant 


f11  through  his  term  fank  of  first  lieutenant 
10  Pursuits  0 peace°LSerV1Ce-  0n  h*  return 
**•  carrying  on  the  nW  « busi- 
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uated  in  1884,  and  in  the  same  year  settled  in 
Monroe.  He  was  very  successful  in  that  vicinity 
in  his  profession,  gaining  a high  standing  among 
his  patients  and  brother  physicians  generally,  and 
was  prominent  in  the  public  life  of  the  town  from 
the  time  he  made  his  settlement  here.  In  1886 
he  was  the  choice  of  the  Republican  party  for 
representative  to  the  State  Legislature,  where  he 
served  one  term,  and  he  was  elected  to  numer- 
ous local  offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged 
with  promptness  and  fidelity.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board;  member  of  the  board  of 
selectmen  (elected  on  the  Republican  ticket,  al- 
though the  party  was  in  the  minority),  in  which 
he  served  one  term;  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
last  ten  or  twelve  years;  health  officer  of  the 
town;  and  medical  examiner.  His  interest  in 
the  progress  and  advancement  of  the  town  was 
shown  in  a most  practical  manner,  and  called 
forth  admiration  and  esteem  from  all  who  know 
him.  He  was  equally  prominent  in  fraternal 
work,  and  was  a charter  member  of  Corinthian 
Lodge,  No.  102,  F.  & A.  M.  (in  which  he  was 
formerly  very  active);  of  Jerusalem  Chapter,  R. 
A.  M.,  and  of  the  Masonic  Council — all  in  Bridge- 
port; member  of  the  Grange,  in  which  he  was 
master;  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Elias 
Howe,  Jr.,  Post,  No.  3,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Bridgeport, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  largest  posts  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut. 

In  1868  the  Doctor  was  married  to  Miss  A. 
Elma  Beardsley,  daughter  of  Samuel  B.  Beard- 
sley, of  Monroe,  and  one  daughter,  Elma,  who 
lives  at  home,  was  bom  to  them.  Dr.  Stevens 
attended  the  services  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Monroe.  He  died  Match  28,  1899. 
after  a short  illness  caused  by  heart  trouble. 


ADCLIFF  HUDSON,  who  for  the  past 
thirty  years  has  lived  retired  in  Stamford, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  is  a native  of  this  State, 
born  September  20,  1821,  in  the  city  of  Hartford. 
His  early  life,  which  was  spent  in  his  native  place, 
passed  without  incident;  but  after  reaching  man- 
hood he  led  an  adventurous  and  active  career  for 
a number  of  years.  When  a young  man  he  went 
to  Texas,  volunteering  for  six  months  in  one 
campaign  against  the  Cherokee  Indians.  In  the 
Sante  Fe  expedition,  1841,  he  was  elected  to  the 
rank  of  captain,  and  later  he  was  taken  prisoner 
and  confined  in  Mexico,  but  he  managed  to  make 
his  escape,  and  he  returned  to  his  native  city. 

The  Hudsons  were  well  represented  in  the 
Civil  war;  Col.  Henry  W.  Hudson  (who  died  at 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  in  1887)  served  with  distinction 
in  the  Peninsula  and  Maryland  campaigns,  in 
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command  of  the  Eighty-second  N.  Y.  V.  I.; 
Capt.  Edward  McK.  Hudson,  lieutenant-colonel, 

U.  S.  army,  and  a graduate  of  West  Point,  was 
aide-de-camp  to  General  McClellan  at  the  period 
of  his  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
after  which  he  was  sent  to  his  company  in  the 
field,  and  he  was  severely  wounded  while  leading 
a charge  of  his  regiment  in  the  Wilderness.  He 
retired,  and  died  at  Washington  in  1891. 

On  his  return  to  Hartford,  as  above  men- 
tioned, Mr.  Hudson  took  up  the  business  of  paper 
manufacturing,  in  which  his  father  and  grand- 
father had  also  been  engaged,  and  continued 
same  fora  number  of  years.  He  soon  after  went 
to  Buenos  Ayres,  South  America,  where  his 
brother  William  H.  Hudson  was  United  States 
consul,  remaining  some  months.  While  there 
he  was  placed  in  charge  of  horses  shipped  by 
the  English  Government  to  Calcutta,  India,  this 
being  the  time  of  the  Indian  mutiny  there. 
Mr.  Hudson  was  twice  married,  first  time 
September  20,  1849,  to  Maria  Rotch,  daughter 
of  Francis  Rotch,  of  New  Bedford,  and  later  of 
the  "Grove,”  Morris,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.  She 
died  in  1854,  leaving  two  children,  viz.:  (1) 

Anne  Rotch,  now  the  widow  of  Charles  W. 
Morgan,  late  of  Philadelphia,  who  had  been 
domiciled  in  France  for  over  thirty  years.  (2) 
Frank  Rotch  Hudson,  born  in  1854,  lived  to  be 
about  twelve  years  old,  and  died  at  the  residence 
of  his  grandfather  in  Morris.  Mr.  Hudson  re- 
moved to  Stamford  in  1868.  On  April  23,  1890, 
he  was  married,  in  that  place,  to  Eliza  Hamilton 
Holly,  a member  of  an  old  and  honored  Connec- 
ticut family,  with  which  Mr.  Hudson  is  also  con- 
nected. Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  with  which  he  united  in  Hartford, 
and  in  religious  connection  he  is  a member  of  St. 
John’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in  Stam- 
ford. 

The  Holly  family  was  one  of  the  earliest  to  set- 
tle at  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  they  trace  their  an- 
cestors to  (1)  John  Holly,  who  was  born  in  1618 
in  England.  This  gentleman  came  to  America  in 
1630,  and  in  1642  settled  in  Stamford,  in  which 
community  he  was  one  of  the  most  active  and 
prominent  business  men.  He  soon  became  iden- 
tified with  the  public  affairs  of  the  settlement, 
holding  various  offices  of  trust  and  importance, 
and  was  a man  of  opulence  and  influence  among 
his  neighbors  and  fellow  men  generally.  In  1643 
he  was  made  marshal  of  the  court:  in  1644,  ap- 
praiser of  estates;  in  1655  and  1667,  a member 
of  the  Arbitration  committee  between  England 
and  the  Indians;  in  1667  member  of  the 
committee  on  the  boundary  question  be- 
tween Greenwich  and  Stamford;  and  he  also 


served  on  the  building  committee  for  the  Congre- 
gational meeting  house.  His  death  occurred 
May  25,  1681.  By  his  wife  Mary  he  had  eight 
children,  namely:  Samuel  (born  in  1641),  In- 

crease,  Abigail,  John,  Hannah,  Bethia,  Elisha 
and  Jonathan. 

(2)  Increase  Holly,  born  August  20,  1643, 
was  married  on  April  2,  1678,  to  Elizabeth  New- 
man, who  was  born  in  1654,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Newman.  Mrs.  Holly  passed  away  in  1713. 
Mr.  Holly  surviving  until  March  1,  1726.  They 
had  four  children;  John,  Jonathan,  Joseph  and 
Nathan. 

(3)  John  Holly,  born  March  29,  1679,  died 
December  20,  1718.  On  January  6,  1703,  he 
married  Susannah  Selleck,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 5,  1682,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Selleck, 
and  died  September  20,  1745-  They  had  two 
children,  both  named  John,  the  first  of  whom  died 
in  infancy. 

(4)  John  Holly,  born  November  10,  1705, 
died  December  2 1 , 1 7 86.  He  was  quite  a prom- 
inent man  in  Stamford,  in  which  town  he  held 

office,  serving  as  selectman  for  twenty-four  years, 

from  1750  to  J774,  and  representing  the  town  as 
agent  at  the  general  court.  He  was  an  officer  in 
the  French  and  Indian  war.  On  January  9-  1728, 
he  married  Hannah  Slauson,  who  passed  away 

January  11,  1776.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 

children,  namely:  Hannah,  Sarah,  Elizabeth, 

John,  Jemima  and  Kezia. 

(5)  John  Holly,  born  February  2,  1735-  was 
a lieutenant  in  the  Royal  navy,  and  was  lost  at 
sea  in  1778,  while  on  a cruise.  His  wife  was 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  and  Deborah 
King,  and  she  passed  away  in  1802,  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  five  children:  John  William,  Elizabeth, 
David,  Hannah  and  Mary. 

(6)  John  William  Holly,  born  March  8,  1762, 
was  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Radcliff  Hud- 
son. When  fourteen  years  of  age  he  was  placed 
under  the  protection  of  the  British  army,  and 
lived  at  New  York  and  Lloyd’s  Neck,  L.  I.,  un- 
til twenty  years  old,  when  he  returned  to  Stam- 
ford. In  1792  he  built  a dam  and  flourmills  at 

the  "Cove,”  where  he  also  erected  a dwelling 
house;  he  was  the  owner  of  " Cove  Farm.’  On 
March  8,  1787,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Rebecca  Welles,  daughter  of  Rev.  Noah  Welles, 
and  six  children  were  born  to  them:  Maria 

Theodosia,  John  Melancthon (1)  (who  died  in*n' 
fancy),  John  Melancthon  (2),  William  Welles, 
Abigail  Elizabeth  and  Alfred  Appollos.  Mr.  an 
Mrs.  Holly  died  September  23,  1838,  and  Marc 
13,  1 8 59,  respectively. 

(7)  Maria  Theodosia  Holly  was  born  August 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


185 


24,  1788,  and  December  3,  1807,  became  the 
wife  of  Henry  Hudson,  who  was  a prominent 
citizen  of  Hartford,  Conn.  Mr.  Hudson  was  a 
native  of  that  city,  and  one  of  its  well-to-do  busi- 
ness men,  being  engaged  in  paper  manufac- 
turing. He  served  at  one  time  as  mayor  of 
Hartford.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Maria  Trumbull,  daughter  of  Gov.  Jona- 
than Trumbull.  To  his  union  with  Maria  T. 
Holly  came  nine  children,  of  whom  only  two— 
Radchff  and  Elizabeth— are  now  living;  John 
Holly;  Melancthon;  Maria;  Henry  W.,  who 

v'v  v'VhDClViLWar’  as  colonel  of  the  82nd 
WiLV'  u ?a<k  (mentioned  above);  Hannah; 
W Urn  Hoily,  who  was  for  many  years  United 
States  Consul  at  Buenos  Ayres;  Edward  Mc- 
Kenny  who  served  in  the  United  States  army 

McClel  ^ C'V1i  car’  being  aide  to  Gen-  G- 
McClellan;  and  Elizabeth,  who  is  in  France 

bere27,0ti87o0f  family  Passed  awaT  Decem- 

alaree£Vid  Holly' born  APril  24.  1768.  was 
mos  nrl”  °Wner  10  Stamford.  and  one  of  the 
He  m rtlS1Ve;  en'erPrlsm§  citizens  of  his  day. 
the  Watered6  dwelllng'  flou™ills  and  dock  at 
Ktre^  owneT,ed  ir°n  mills  West 
besmess  n fln,7  /eSSelS'  and  did  an  extensive 
Petition  ior  Z s His  name  headed  ‘he 

On  November  13  b88OUhh  charter .ia  i830- 

Coggeshall,  who  L i L Martha 

daughter  nf  w.ir  as  born  November  11,  1768, 

Conn.,  and  a direct'd  0gge®hall>  °‘  Old  Milford, 
hall,  who  taste  of  ,hCeendant  °(  J°hn  C°gges- 
Island  and  its  * ‘h*  firSt  settlers  of  Rhode 
DecembL  ff8lmag’Strate'  Mrs.  Holly  died 
her  many  years  na«  3nd  ber  husband  survived 
They  ha7  ; ;PaS  'nga^y  November  2,  ,843. 
J°hn  Albert  Au±  dren-,  David-  William  C , 

\ SidD»ey  A; Eli2abeth 

was  married'  T °1Iy’  b°rn  SeP‘ember  19,  1789 

Todd.  SyJc  usLyftb9’  by  R-:  as: 

1 ® 54-  He  was  rea^’  d‘ed  February  28, 
(°rd>  and  subsequent^  a”d  educated  in  Stam- 
here'  He  made  a Lm^ged/n  the  iron  works 
r&no“s  foreign  ports  rJ,0-  S?  VoyaSes  t0 

member0fSt  |ohn'  rh  Ru'g‘°Usly  he  was  a 
^ally  of  Union  LodLeF^’f'  Stamford.  and 
P, Hol|y  was  born  MfrrhF's&  A'  M’  Mrs’  Sal)y 

Sty'danghterof  Mo^es  Smbh179^6,  in  New  York 

“'  Charles  Phinips  ofS^  tha"d  granddaughter 
f n '3,  188,  Vel  ,7  Y0rk'  She  died 
^ries  Moses,  born  No  children  were 

rember  31  188,  m mber  ,8-  '826,  died 
u’  ,83I.  is  the  wheEofZpKla[I’ilt0n’  born  J“lv 

3rgaret  Phillips,  born  Decemf  Hudson>  and 
December  1,  ,s34)  died 


January  6,  1891.  Charles  M.  Holly  was  a very 
popular  and  well-known  man  in  Stamford,  where 
he  was  prominent  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
party  for  thirty  years,  and  for  many  years  he 
served  as  selectman.  He  was  a member  of  the 
F.  & A.  M.  In  all  his  transactions  he  was  the 
personification  of  integrity.  A man  of  the  most 
genial  personal  qualities,  his  death  was  most  un- 
iversally regretted. 

(7)  Sidney  Augustus  Holly  was  married  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Schroeder  to  Eliza  Hamilton,  daughter 
of  the  famous  Alexander  Hamilton. 


BRAINERD  W.  MAPLES,  manager  and  ed- 
itor of  the  Norwalk  Hour , and  president  of 
the  Norwalk  Printing  Company,  Norwalk,  Fair- 
field  county,  whose  wide  experience  and  prac- 
tical knowledge  have  proved  him  an  invaluable 
member  of  "the  fourth  estate,"  is  a native  of 
Connecticut,  born  April  25,  1837,  at  Norwich, 
New  London  county. 

Stephen  Maples,  his  great-grandfather,  a far- 
mer by  occupation,  and  a Revolutionary  hero, 
was  born  at  Montville,  Conn.,  and  was  descended 
from  an  English  family,  who,  on  landing  in  the 
New  World,  first  located  in  Massachusetts,  finally 
removing  to  Connecticut,  where  they  made  a 
permanent  settlement.  David  Maples,  son  of 
Stephen,  and  grandfather  of  Brainerd  W.,  was 
also  born  at  Montville.  and  was  a farmer  and 
stone-mason. 

David  L.  Maples,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a farmer  at  Montville,  Conn.,  the  place  of  his 
birth,  and  he  there  learned  carpentry.  From 
Montville  he  moved,  in  1836,  to  Norwich,  New 
London  county,  where  he  was  a well-known  car- 
penter and  contractor  for  nearly  half  a century, 
dying  there  in  1883.  By  his  wife,  Lucinda 
(Wells),  whom  he  married  just  before  removing 
to  Norwalk,  he  had  two  children:  William  L.,  a 
retired  officer  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  and  now  living 
in  Manassas,  Va. ; and  Brainerd  W.  The  father 
was  originally  a Whig  in  his  political  proclivities, 
later  a Republican,  but  he  never  held  office  of 
any  kind,  as  he  was  averse  to  the  principle.  In 
religious  faith  he  and  his  antecedents  were  Bap- 
tists. 

B.  W.  Maples,  whose  name  appears  at  the 
opening  of  this  sketch,  attended  the  local  schools 
of  his  place  of  birth,  after  which  he  spent  three 
years  as  an  apprentice  to  the  printing  business, 
and  when  fifteen  years  old  he  graduated  from 
“ devil  ” to  journeyman.  At  that  time  he  went 
to  Philadelphia  and  worked  at  his  trade  there 
about  a couple  of  years,  when  he  returned  to  Nor- 
wich and  taught  a district  school  one  year,  once 
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more,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  taking  up  printing. 
In  1857  he  entered  the  Connecticut  State  Normal 
School,  where  he  graduated  with  the  class  of 
’58,  after  which  he  taught  in  various  schools  in 
Connecticut — at  Preston,  Wallingford,  Clinton, 
Cheshire,  and  finally  at  Bridgeport.  While  in 
the  latter  city  the  news  reached  him  of  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  he  con- 
sequently left  the  school,  and,  proceeding  to 
Norwich,  opened  a recruiting  office.  After  a 
time  he  himself  enlisted,  but  was  rejected  at  New 
Haven  because  of  his  lacking  front  teeth  where- 
with to  bite  off  the  ends  of  the  cartridges,  but 
his  brother  William  unhesitatingly  took  his  place 
and  went  to  the  front. 

In  the  fall  of  1 86 1 our  subject  went  to  New 
York  as  assistant  teacher  in  Grammar  School  No. 
40,  and  remained  in  that  capacity  until  1877,  in 
which  year  he  became  acting  principal  of  the 
Fourteenth  Street  School,  during  all  of  which 
time,  however,  he  was  connected  with  the  print- 
ing business  more  or  less,  writing  extensively  for 
the  New  York  Herald,  the  “Scientific  Monthly,” 
and  other  newspapers  and  periodicals.  All  this 
time  he  was  living  in  Westport,  Conn.,  taking 
train  to  and  fro.  He  had  a night  school,  and  as 
many  as  3,300  pupils  were  enrolled,  the  largest 
attendance  in  one  school  ever  known,  whilst  at 
one  time  he  could  enumerate  over  three  thousand 
young  men — bookkeepers — who  had  received  in- 
structions at  his  school. 

In  May,  1871,  Mr.  Maples  and  Judge  Whit- 
ing, of  New  York,  established  the  Westport  Hour , 
with  the  office  in  Westport;  but  a year  later  they 
moved  it  and  the  plant  to  Norwalk  (the  name  of 
the  paper  being  changed  to  Norwalk  Hour),  at 
which  time  our  subject  resigned  his  school  con- 
nection at  New  York, and  has  since  given  his  entire 
attention  to  the  paper,  of  which  he  is  editor  and 
manager;  he  is  also  president  of  the  Norwalk 
Printing  Co.,  a private  concern,  himself,  sons  and 
daughters  being  proprietors  of  same.  The  poli- 
tics of  the  Hour  are  purely  independent,  and  it  is 
a clean,  newsy  family  journal. 

In  1862  Mr.  Maples  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Amelia  N.  Meeker,  of  Westport,  Fairfield 
county,  daughter  of  William  Meeker,  who  was 
captain  of  a merchant  ship,  and  four  children 
were  born  to  them:  Clara,  William  K.,  Mary 

and  James  W.,  all  at  home  and  unmarried;  the 
sons  are  employed  with  their  father  in  the  print- 
ing office. 

Socially,  our  subject  is  a member  of  the  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  is  president  of  the  Masonic  Benevo- 
lent Association.  He  is  also  identified  with  the 
Norwalk  Club,  a very  successful  social  organiza- 
tion which  he  assisted  in  starting;  has  been  pres- 


ident of  the  Connecticut  State  Editorial  Associa- 
tion, and  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  National  Editorial  Association.  In  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  public  welfare  he  has  ever 
taken  an  active  interest,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  the  two-cent-per-mile  railroad  rate  in 
Connecticut,  which  he  was  instrumental  in  hav- 
ing fixed.  In  all  things  he  is  enterprising  and 
public-spirited,  and  to  all  the  positions  he  has 
been  called  to  fill  he  has  brought  a highly  dis- 
ciplined and  well-equipped  mind. 


HON.  HIRAM  KEELER  SCOTT,  of  Ridge- 

field,  where  he  has  been  a most  prominent 

man  for  fifty  years,  enjoys  the  rare  distinction 
seldom  given  to  any  man — that  of  more  than  a 
half  century’s,  continuous  service  to  the  public. 
A record  of  thirty-three  years  as  judge  of  probate, 
thirty-five  as  town  clerk,  thirty-five  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  many  years  as  postmaster  and 
school-teacher,  in  one  community,  needs  no  com- 
ment. 

This  venerable  gentleman,  though  nearly  an 
octogenarian,  is  still  “in  harness” — keeping  the 
town  records.  He  has  descended  from  ancestors 
who  have  been  identified  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  town  of  Ridgefield  for  nearly 
200  years.  David  Scott,  the  first  of  the  Fair- 
field  county  Scotts,  came  from  Fairfield,  Conn., 
in  1712,  and  bought  a portion  of  the  20, 000-acre 
tract  of  the  Purchase  of  1708  from  the  Rampo 
tribe  of  Indians.  This  tract  purchased  by  David 
Scott  embraced  about  one  twenty-eighth  part  of 
the  town  of  Ridgefield,  and  is  known  as  “Scott’s 
Ridge.”  The  land  was  bought  from  Mary  Bou- 
ton (widow  of  John  Bouton)  and  children  June 
11,  1712.  David  Scott  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation. On  coming  to  the  town  of  Ridgefield  he 
brought  with  him  a son,  James,  who  on  April  24, 
1722,  married  Hannah  Hyatt,  and  had  children: 
Thomas,  born  February  3,  1725;  David,  born 
February  24,  1727;  Sarah,  born  August  12,  1729; 
and  Hannah,  born  October  3,  1731.  David 
Scott  (2),  the  direct  ancestor  in  line  succeeded 
to  a portion  of  his  father’s  estate,  and  resided 
thereon  during  his  lifetime.  He  married  on 
August  4,  1751.  Hannah  Smith,  and  the  marriage 
was  blessed  with  the  following  children:  David 

(3),  born  June  11,  1752;  James,  bom  January 
2,  1754,  married  September  6,  1782,  Lucretia 
Olmsted;  Gideon,  born  December  12,  1 7 5 5 » nriar_ 
ried  Annie  Burt;  Sarah,  born  February  11,  i75^< 
married  a Mr.  Mather,  of  Darien;  Jeremiah,  born 
Feb.  10,  1770,  married,  in  1794.  Amelia  Wake- 
man;  Gould,  born  June  28,  1778;  Thomas,  born 
February  14,  1763;  Hannah,  born  April  26,  i765> 
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married  August  26,  1783,  Josiah  Osborne;  Rane, 
born  January  3,  1768,  married,  November  29, 
1789,  John  Barlow,  of  Ridgefield;  Phcebe,  born 
Jan.  24,  1760;  Thaddeus,  born  September  3, 
1775;  and  Amy,  born  May  10,  1772.  Of  these, 
James,  Jeremiah  and  Gould  settled  on  Scott’s 
Ridge,  where  they  lived  and  died,  leaving  many 
descendants.  It  appears  from  the  town  records 
that  the  Scott  and  Olmsted  families  took  an  act- 
ive part  in  local  affairs.  James  Scott  was  one  of 
the  committee  of  safety  in  Ridgefield  during  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

James  Scott  (2),  the  grandfather  of  Hixam 
Keeler  Scott,  was  an  agriculturist,  devoting  his 
life  exclusively  to  that  vocation.  He  possessed 
a tract  of  three  or  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 
His  children  were:  Sally,  born  March  3,  1783, 

married  David  Pulling;  David,  born  March  20, 
1785,  married  Betsey  Burr,  of  Redding  (grand- 
parents of  Judge  Howard  B.  Scott);  Nathan, 
born  December  12.  1781,  married  Sally  Burr, 
of  Redding;  Hazekiah,  born  December  25,  1789, 
married  (first)  Delia  Foster,  of  Redding,  and 
(second)  Laura  Odell,  of  Norwalk;  James  (3)  is 
mentioned  more  fully  farther  on;  Smith,  born 
November  i,  1794,  married  Sally  Burr,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Burr;  Timothy  Olmsted,  born  Janu- 
ary 12,  179 7,  married  Betsey  Seymour,  and  lived 
to  be  ninety-four  years  of  age;  Lucretia,  born 
January  15,  1801,  married  Halsted  Hoyt,  of 
South  Salem,  N.  Y.,  and  later  of  Scotland  Dis- 
trict, Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  there  died; 
Daniel  Gould,  born  April  13,  1803,  married 
Elizabeth  Waterbury,  of  Stamford.  Of  these, 
James,  David,  Nathan,  Hezekiah,  Timothy  Olm- 
sted, and  Lucretia  resided  in  Scotland  District, 
and  there  died.  James  Scott  (3)  was  born  April 
2,  1792,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a silversmith, 
which  he  followed  until  about  1840,  when  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  owning  a little 
farm  of  some  fifty  acres.  He  was  a well-informed 
man,  and  made  a good  citizen  in  the  community. 
He  was  a prosperous  farmer.  He  was  twice 
married,  first  time  to  Sally  Keeler,  of  Rridgefield, 
who  was  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Eunice 
(Olmsted)  Keeler  (though  a different  Sally  Keeler 
from  the  one  that  married  Smith  Scott),  and  the 
children  born  to  them  were:  Delia,  who  died 

when  two  years  of  age;  and  Hiram  Keeler,  who 
is  mentioned  more  fully  farther  on;  the  mother  of 
these  died  June  3,  1855,  and  the  father  was  again 
married,  this  time  to  Joanna  Everett,  of  Brewster, 
N.  Y.  ta  daughter  of  Charles  Everett),  who  bore 
him  one  son — James  Everett — born  in  1856,  died 
on  a large  stock  ranch  of  800  acres  of  land  which 
he  owned  in  North  Dakota  (he  left  no  issue). 

Hiram  Keeler  Scott  was  born  in  Scotland  Dis- 


trict, town  of  Ridgefield,  April  24,  1822,  the  dis- 
trict deriving  its  name  from  the  Scott  family. 
He  was  educated  in  the  common  district  school, 
receiving  the  benefit  it  affords  until  sixteen  years 
of  age.  At  nineteen  he  began  teaching,  and  fol- 
lowed the  profession  three  winters.  He  then 
went  to  Ridgefield,  and  on  October  1 , 1 846,  took 
charge  of  the  village  school,  which  he  taught  for 
three  years.  By  applying  himself  he  soon  be- 
came a man  of  good  information,  and  well 
educated.  In  1849  he  was  appointed  the  village 
postmaster,  and  held  the  office  one  term  of  four 
years.  In  1868  he  was  again  appointed  to  the 
same  position,  and  remained  in  office  until  1886; 
and  again  served  as  such  under  President  Cleve- 
land, making  in  all  twenty-eight  years.  In  1850, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  he  was  elected 
to  the  State  Legislature,  his  colleague  being 
David  Hurlburt,  and  was  the  youngest  member, 
excepting  one,  in  that  body.  He  was  elected  as 
a Whig,  and  served  one  term.  In  1852,  after  the 
close  of  his  first  administration  as  postmaster,  he 
was  elected  town  clerk,  and  in  1854  he  was 
elected  judge  of  probate  court.  He  held  the 
office  of  town  clerk  from  1852  to  1861,  and  since 
1872  he  has  continued  serving  the  people  in  that 
capacity.  His  re-election  to  that  office  on 
October  5,  1896,  made  the  thirty-fourth  time  he 
had  been  chosen  by  the  ballots  of  his  fellow 
townsmen.  He  served  the  people  as  probate 
judge  for  thirty-three  years  and  nine  months,  at 
the  close  of  which  poriod  he  was  barred  from 
further  service  by  the  seventy-year  age  limitation. 
He  has,  however,  ever  since  served  as  clerk  of 
that  court.  In  1857  he  began  carrying  on  a 
general  store  in  Ridgefield,  which  he  continued 
in  until  September  1,  1895  (for  four  years  past  it 
has  been  solely  a drug  store).  So  long  a period 
of  service  in  one  community  is  a sufficient  guar- 
antee of  Mr.  Scott’s  standing  and  worth  as  a man 
and  citizen,  as  well  of  his  ability.  He  has  most 
faithfully  discharged  the  various  duties  left  to  and 
trusts  imposed  in  him,  in  a manner  that  has  re- 
flected great  credit  to  himself.  His  records  are 
models  of  neatness,  and  reveal  the  business-like 
manner  of  his  methodical  and  systematic  life. 
Justice  Scott  was  the  trial  justice  for  most  busi- 
ness in  that  line  during  his  long  official  career, 
and  his  decisions  were  characterized  by  good 
judgment.  He  has  been  a member  of  Pilgrim 
Lodge  No.  46,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  since  1847.  In  1859 
he  was  grand  master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State,  and  that  year  attended  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  United  States  held  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
again  when  it  was  held  at  Nashville,  Tenn. , in 
i860.  He  has  taken  great  interest  and  is  promi- 
nent in  Masonic  circles.  He  was  initiated  into 
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the  F.  & A.  ML,  in  January,  1848;  was  master 
of  Jerusalem  Lodge,  No.  49-  for  fifteen  years,  and 
is  a member  of  Crusader  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar,  of  Danbury. 

In  militia  days  he  was  a prominent  character 
in  military  affairs.  In  1843  he  was  chosen  colonel 
of  the  24th  Regiment  Connecticut  Militia,  and  re- 
mained in  command  until  the  militia  of  the  State 
was  succeeded  by  the  National  Guard.  In  1862, 
during  the  Civil  war,  he  organized  a company  of 
National  Guard  in  Ridgefield,  was  chosen  its  cap- 
tain, and  as  such  served  five  years.  In  1867  he 
was  one  of  several  that  organized  the  Ridgefield 
& New  York  R.  R.,  of  which  he  is  still  secretary 
and  treasurer.  He  has  been  through  a long  life, 
as  may  be  judged  from  the  foregoing,  a kind  of  a 
"general  utility  man”  in  the  community,  his  fel- 
low-citizens having  the  greatest  confidence  in  his 
ability  to  further  to  success  anything  he  under- 
takes, and  in  his  integrity.  In  short,  he  has  been 
a successful  and  a most  useful  man.  He  is  a 
member  of  St.  Stephen’s  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  for  eight  years  past  he  has  been  treasurer. 
He  is  clerk  of  No.  6,  Central  District. 

Judge  Scott  has  been  married  three  times. 
By  his  second  wife,  Lizzie  M.  Gorham,  daughter 
of  David  Gorham,  of  Westport,  Conn.,  he  had 
five  children,  viz.:  Carrie,  who  is  married  to 
Charles  D.  W.  Taylor,  of  Ridgefield,  now  resid- 
ing in  Denver,  Colo.;  Hiram  K.,  Jr.,  born  in 
1869,  married  to  Lottie  A.  Ellis,  and  residing  in 
Ridgefield;  George  G.,  born  in  1871,  who  mar- 
ried Faustina  Jennings,  and  resides  in  Ridgefield; 
Gertrude  Adams,  born  in  1872,  wife  of  William 
H.  Farrelly,  of  New  Milford,  Conn.,  now  living 
in  Bristol,  R.  I. ; and  David  Francis,  born  in 
1879,  deceased  in  1882.  The  mother  of  these 
died  in  1880.  Mr.  Scott’s  present  wife  was  Mary 
J.  Studwell,  daughter  of  John  E.  Studwell,  of 
Ridgefield. 


TRJfr ELBERT  B.  CARY.  As  lawyer  and  states- 
Jpli.  man  this  gentleman  is  widely  known  all 
over  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  he  is  a worthy 
descendant  of  one  of  her  oldest  families.  Deacon 
Joseph  Cary,  his  direct  ancestor,  settled  in  Wind- 
ham prior  to  1694,  and  it  will  thus  be  seen  that 
the  Carys  have  been  identified  with  this  Common- 
wealth for  over  two  centuries.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  John  W.  Cary,  went  west  in  early  man- 
hood and  settled  in  Wisconsin,  thence  moving  to 
Chicago,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  lawyers  in  that  city. 

Melbert  B.  Cary  was  born  in  Racine,  Wis., 
July  23,  1852.  At  nineteen  years  of  age  he 
graduated  from  Princeton  College  — the  second 
youngest  in  a class  of  over  one  hundred  mem- 


bers, standing  second  in  his  class  during  the 
senior  year.  After  graduating  he  took  up  the 
study  of  law,  and  practiced  his  profession  in  the 
West  for  several  years,  finally  removing  to  New 
York  City  and  opening  an  office  there.  He  made 
his  home,  however,  in  Ridgefield,  Conn.  In  1891 
he  relinquished  active  professional  work  in  order 
to  give  his  time  to  literary  and  business  interests, 
with  which  he  has  since  been  occupied.  He  was 
the  publisher  several  years  ago  of  the  Cyclopedia 
of  Political  Science,  Political  Economy  and  United 
States  History,  edited  by  John  J.  Lalor,  which 
work  is  a standard  authority  on  such  subjects. 
Mr.  Cary  is  equally  active  and  popular  in  polit- 
ical circles.  Since  1876,  when  he  first  exerted 
himself  in  that  line,  making  speeches  for  Tilden, 
he  has  been  recognized  as  a leading  man  in  the 
Democratic  party.  He  has  neither  sought  nor 
held  office.  In  1892  he  was  chosen  to  represent 
the  Twelfth  Senatorial  District  on  the  State 
Democratic  Committee,  and  the  lively  campaign 
which  followed  and  ended  in  a large  Democratic 
increase  for  that  district  was  mainly  the  result  of 
his  earnest  labors  in  behalf  of  his  party.  He  has 
made  a thorough  and  exhaustive  study  of  consti- 
tutional reform  in  Connecticut,  of  which  cause 
he  has  been  an  influential  champion,  and  he  is  an 
acknowledged  authority  on  the  subject.  The 
prominence  he  acquired  in  this  connection  led 
many  of  the  Democratic  newspapers  to  urge  his 
nomination  for  Governor  in  1894,  but  he  would 
not  permit  his  name  to  go  before  the  convention. 
He  was  afterward  nominated  candidate  for  sen- 
ator from  the  Twelfth  District,  and,  though  he 
did  not  wish  the  nomination,  he  accepted  it,  feel- 
ing that  he  must  respond  to  his  party’s  call  in 
order  to  aid  the  rest  of  the  ticket.  The  district 
was  a Republican  stronghold,  and  his  fearless- 
ness in  leading  a forlorn  hope  in  a Republican 
district,  no  less  than  the  aggressive  and  intellec- 
tual manner  in  which  the  campaign  was  con- 
ducted. won  him  the  hearty  commendation  of 
fellow  Democrats  throughout  Connecticut.  He 
has  always  been  loyal  to  the  foundation  princi- 
ples of  his  party,  and  has  never  swerved  from 
them  to  take  sides  with  any  minor  wing  or  fac- 
tion. In  September,  1898,  he  was  unanimously 
elected  chairman  of  the  Democratic  State  Cen- 
tral Committee  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Cary  owns  and  operates  a farm  of  one 
hundred  acres  near  Ridgefield,  and  the  old- 
fashioned  Colonial  house  which  he  has  erected 
thereon,  and  in  which  he  makes  his  home,  is  a 
well-known  landmark  in  the  neighborhood.  Per- 
sonally, he  is  of  medium  height  and  slender  in 
build,  and  his  dark  hair  is  now  slightly  tinged 
with  gray. 
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TTfON.  J.  HENRY  BEACH,  superintendent  of 
JTi  the  Bridgeport  Hospital,  and  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  is  a rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly 
esteemed  families,  being  of  the  seventh  genera- 
tion of  the  name  in  this  country.  The  first  an- 
“S'°.rS'0'  wh°m  "e  have  any  definite  account, 
was  John  Beach,  whose  name  appears  in  the  rec- 

Xz.'" ,843'  "d  who 

R Nathanie!  Beach,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
tent,  was  born  m 1662.  III.  David  Beach, 

£ Hannah  Sherman-  daugh- 

ter of  Matthew  Sherman.  IV.  Jabez  Beach 

and 

bornV'mJa,^BeaCc'OUrfSUbJeCt’Sgrandfather,was 

» '■»  > SiSJ  HiS  SSriet^.hl 

there  t ]' ^ WafS  engaged  in  business 

»< snbject,  w„ 
‘net,  of  the  town  J T u ,phestnut  Hill  Dis- 
throughout  his  life  where  he  resided 

s«sons  be  often  taught  u Punngthe  winter 

>nd  high  character  caused  him  atlK  !”S  ability 

chosen  to  the  office  hv  if*  r „ t0  be  frequently 

s'xteen  years  he  was  town  ! 0:  t0wnsme”-  For 
served  many  years  as  ; n.C  erk;  and  he  has  also 
•he  time  of  his  death  0 Peace,  while  at 

l0’..'8 47.  he  held  the  °C,Curred  September 


cial,  and  every  detail  of  hospital  management 
comes  under  his  personal  care  except  the  medical 
and  surgical  work.  As  a citizen  he  is  public- 
spirited,  taking  keen  interest  in  political  ques- 
tions, and  in  1875  he  was  elected  to  the  Legis- 
lature from  the  town  of  Trumbull.  His  wife 
whose  maiden  name  was  Emma  L.  Keeler,  is  a 
daughter  of  Giles  O.  Keeler,  a well-known  resi- 
dent of  Bridgeport.  Their  only  child.  Medora 
L is  now  the  wife  of  Frank  W.  Bolande,  of 
Bridgeport. 


3°,  1 847,  he  held  th»  m h occurred  September 
Politically  he  was  a Ce  °f  t0Wn  treasurer. 
fa'th  he  was  an  Enic  °?rat’  and  ‘n  religious 
member  of  the  Church  oT'h";  3 leading 

Hill,  in  wj,;ch  u_.  { tbat  denomination  at 
h«  first  wife,  Abigail  as  warden.  By 

children,  one  of  Shorn  ' he  had  two 
Co.nn-.  « now  living  ail  S‘'n’  °f  Suffield- 
an  vehild  of  his  second  " it  °Vubject  was  th^ 

BU  VlY'  °f  SouthPort.d  Wh°  WaS  Miss  Ruth 

f^rn  January  5^6g^y  Reach,  our  subject,  was 
nut  Hill  District  & “ V oId  home  i"  Chest! 
youth  was  spent’ 1 , “ of  Trumbull,  and  there  his 

with  s w.nFoos  her?aged 

a.nd  i°  '891  he^Man  COntinuing  twentySyeare' 
"°n  by  'he  execul?P°,nted  to  his  Present  pOSi’ 
P°rt  HospitaI  board.  H™*‘ttee  of  the  Brldge- 
H IS  a most  capable  offi- 


TaOBERT  SIMEON  HAWLEY  (deceased). 
Jfi.  “To  live  in  hearts  we  leave  behind  is  not 
to  die,  ’ and  a man  could  ask  no  better  monu- 
ment in  a community  than  the  ideal  of  a well- 
spent  life  and  a manly  character  associated  with 
his  memory.  The  subject  of  this  brief  memoir 
was  a leading  agriculturist  of  Newtown  township, 
and  although  his  quiet  disposition  made  public 
life  distasteful  to  him,  his  influence  as  a citizen 
was  always  recognized  as  a factor  in  the  inter- 
ests of  progress.  His  family  has  been  prominent 
in  this  county  from  an  early  date,  and  his  farm 
near  Hawleyville  has  been  held  in  the  family 
name  for  several  generations. 

Robert  Nichols  Hawley,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  a prosperous  agriculturist,  owning 
about  250  acres  of  land  near  Hawleyville,  most 
of  which  he  had  inherited  from  his  father,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  his  estate  was  inventoried 
a.t  $40,000.  He  was  noted  for  his  good  judg- 
ment in  public  matters  as  well  as  in  business, 
and  for  many  years  he  was  active  in  local  affairs, 
being  regarded  as  one  of  the  representative  men 
of  the  town.  For  a long  period  he  held  the  office 
of  first  selectman,  and  from  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  he  took  an  earnest  interest 
in  its  success.  He  was  also  prominent  in  relig- 
ious work  as  a member  of  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church,  at  Newtown,  to  which  he  gave  liberally 
of  his  means  and  time.  He  died  January  7, 
1888,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Harriet  Blackman,  died  March  9,  1898.  They 
bad  three  children,  our  subject  being  second  in 
the  order  of  birth.  Angeline  E.,  the  eldest,  mar- 
ried Frederick  Beers,  city  surveyor  of  Brooklyn, 

N.  Y.  , and  Harriet  S.  married  William  F.  Hurd, 
of  Bridgdport. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  24,  1844,  at 
the  old  homestead,  and  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  Lands  End  District,  also- 
in  the  academies  at  Newtown  and  Bethel.  He 
was  always  fond  of  reading,  and  with  this  prac- 
tical training  in  the  English  branches  as  a foun- 
dation he  secured  a valuable  fund  of  information 
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on  general  topics,  keeping  well-abreast  of  the 
thought  of  the  day.  As  he  was  the  only  son,  he 
remained  upon  the  homestead,  and  for  years  was 
active  in  its  management.  His  portion  of  the 
estate,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
and  the  homestead,  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  township.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  his  ability  and  sagacity 
made  him  a valued  member  of  the  local  or- 
ganization. In  religious  faith  he  was  an  Epis- 
copalian, and  a member  of  Trinity  Church  at 
Newtown.  He  died  Debember  19,  1886,  at  the 
comparatively  early  age  of  forty-two,  and  was 
sincerely  mourned  by  all  classes  in  the  commu- 
nity where  he  had  spent  his  life. 

On  October  20,  1874,  Mr.  Hawley  married 
Miss  Ida  E.  Stoddard,  daughter  of  Seth  Stod- 
dard, a well-known  merchant  of  Cornwall,  Conn. 
Her  family  is  prominent  in  business  and  social 
life,  and  Elizabeth  Stoddard,  an  aunt  of  Mrs. 
Hawley,  was  the  first  wife  of  C.  P.  Huntington. 
Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haw- 
ley, all  of  whom  survive  to  comfort  the  widowed 
mother:  Asa  Huntington,  born  August  8,  1875, 

is  at  home  on  the  farm;  Julia  Minerva,  born  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1879,  is  attending  school  in  Bridgeport; 
Robert  Norton,  born  December  23,  1881,  and 
Collis  Stoddard,  bom  October  16,  1883,  are  at 
home.  Of  these,  Asa  Huntington  Hawley,  May 
10,  1898,  married  Sarah  Anna  Camp,  daughter 
of  Lemuel  F.  Camp,  of  Newtown,  Conn.  He  re- 
sides at  the  homestead,  and  follows  in  the  path 
of  his  ancestors. 


SA  N.  HAWLEY  (deceased),  who  in  his  life- 
^ time  was  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
Brookfield,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  was  born  March 
5,  1827,  in  the  town  of  Brookfield,  descending 
from  William  Hawley,  born  in  1732,  in  Hawley- 
ville,  town  of  Newtown.  His  grandfather,  Joseph 
Hawley,  was  born  May  17,  1762,  and  his  father, 
John  N.  Hawley,  was  born  December  29,  1791, 
in  Newtown.  John  Hawley  farmed  in  Brookfield 
nearly  all  of  his  lifetime.  He  married  Harriet 
Norton,  and  their  only  child  was  Asa  Norton. 

Asa  N.  Hawley  in  boyhood  attended  a private 
school  in  Brookfield,  and  in  after  years,  being 
fond  of  reading,  acquired  a good  education.  He 
clerked  for  a time  in  a store,  and  later  was  a 
merchant  in  Hawleyville.  Next  for  several  years 
he  was  bookkeeper  in  the  office  of  the  Bridge- 
port Iron  Foundry  & Machine  Company.  In 
1857  he  went  to  Carthage,  111. . where  he  engaged 
in  business,  and  for  a time  was  deputy  clerk  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court.  For 
two  years  he  was  county  school  commissioner  of 


Hancock  county.  He  was  well  acquainted  with 
President  Lincoln,  whose  friendship  he  formed. 
In  1862  he  returned  to  Brookfield,  and  was  oc- 
cupied chiefly  in  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  June  17,  1890.  He  was  a notary  pub- 
lic, and  executor  of  a number  of  estates,  was  a 
conscientious  man,  correct  in  his  dealings,  ahd 
commanded  the  respect  of  the  community.  He 
was  a member  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  at 
Brookfield  Centre,  and  was  affiliated  with  the  F. 
& A.  M.,  and  I.  O.  O.  F.,  while  in  his  political 
views  he  was  a Democrat.  He  was  enterprising, 
public-spirited,  and  quite  successful  in  his  business 
affairs. 

In  1851  Mr.  Hawley  was  married  to  Julia  M. 
Stoddard,  a daughter  of  William  and  Clarissa 
(Wyllis)  Stoddard,  and,  having  no  children  of 
their  own,  adopted  Ida  E.,  a daughter  of  Mrs. 
Hawley’s  brother,  Seth.  The  adopted  daugh- 
ter is  now  the  widow  of  the  late  Robert  S.  Hawley. 

William  Stoddard  was  a manufacturer  of 
woolen  cloth  at  Cornwall,  Conn.  His  children 
were:  Hammon  (deceased);  Sarah  M.  (deceased 
wife  of  Mr.  SafTord,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.);  Harriet 
and  Jane  (deceased);  Minerva,  wife  of  Horace 
H.  Seaton,  of  Newark,  N.  J.  (she  is  living  at  the 
ripe  age  of  83  years,  in  good  health  and  with 
mind  strong  and  active,  attending  to  all  of  her 
business,  which  is  enough  for  any  active  man  of 
45;  she  also  takes  a trip  south  every  year,  and 
comes  to  Hawleyville,  Conn.,  three  or  four  times 
a year);  Seth  (deceased),  married  Mary  N. 
Brush,  of  Woodbury,  Conn,  (she  resides  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Gus.  Honshell,  of  Hunting- 
ton,  W.  Va.,  at  the  age  of  82  years);  Elizabeth 
(deceased),  married  Collis  P.  Huntington,  of 
New  York:  Clarissa  was  the  wife  of  Edwin 
Prentice;  Hannah  married  (first)  Daniel  Ham- 
mon, of  New  York,  and  (second)  John  Haviland. 
of  California;  William  Moses  (the  third  son)  is 
living  at  the  age  of  70  years,  and  is  the  father 
and  grandfather  of  a large  family  (he  has  for 
many  years  lived  in  California);  Mary  J.  married 
Delos  W.  Emmons,  of  Oneonta,  N.  Y.,  now  of 
Huntington,  W.  Va.;  and  Julia  M.  (Mrs.  Asa 
N.  Hawley)  is  living  at  the  homestead,  in  Haw- 
leyville. 

MON.  ROBERT  JAY  WALSH.  Men  of 
marked  ability,  forceful  character  and  cult- 
ure, leave  their  impress  upon  the  world,  written 
in  such  indelible  characters  that  time  is  powerless 
to  obliterate  their  memory  or  sweep  it  from  the 
minds  of  men.  Their  commendable  acts  live  long 
after  they  have  passed  from  the  scene  of  their 
earthly  careers.  In  the  subject  of  this  sketch  we 
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find  one  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  ! 
the  Fairfield  County  Bar;  twice  State  Senator 
representing  the  Twelfth  district;  member  of  the 
commission  of  1888  to  revise  the  statutes;  since 
1889  Secretary  of  State  of  Connecticut,  and  now 
judge  of  the  Criminal  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
His  is  a familiar  figure  in  the  streets  of  Green- 
wich, and  his  fine  presence  and  dignified  manner 
would  attract  attention  anywhere,  while,  to 
those  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  personal  ac- 
quaintance, his  well-stored  mind  and  conversa- 
tional powers  are  a source  of  perpetual  enjoy- 
ment. 

Born  August  1,  1854,  at  Lewisboro,  West- 
chester Co.,  N.  Y.,  Judge  Walsh  is  a son  of 
James  F.  and  Annie  E.  Walsh.  In  1864  the 
family  removed  across  the  boundary  line  into 
Connecticut,  settling  in  the  town  of  Ridgefield, 
and  here  our  subject,  already  advanced  in  his 
elementary  studies,  continued  them  in  the  local 
public  schools.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he 
left  the  common  school,  becoming  a student  in 
the  High  Ridge  Institute  at  Ridgefield,  where  he 
had  the  advantage  of  instruction  under  the  ac- 
complished Prof.  William  O.  Seymour,  then 
principal  of  the  institution,  but  at  present  rail- 
road commissioner  of  Connecticut.  Brilliancy 
of  scholarship  did  not.  characterize  his  school  life 
so  much  as  careful,  painstaking  effort,  coupled 
with  a willing  observance  of  the  rules  of  the 
school;  and  here  we  find  an  apt  illustration  of  the 
aphorism:  "The  boy  is  father  to  the  man." 

Indeed,  at  that  time,  and  during  the  few  succeed- 
ing years  he  remained  in  Ridgefield,  the  youth 
presaged  the  man — a natural  leader  of  men.  By 
his  companions  he  came  to  be  a recognized  lead- 
er, a captain  in  their  games,  ‘‘The  observed  of  all 
observers,”  and  the  one  looked  up  to  in  all  local 
circles  and  social  gatherings. 

After  devoting  two  years  to  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  higher  branches,  he  felt  that 
the  time  had  now  come  for  him  to  enter  the 
arena  of  practical  life,  and  take  his  stand  among 
those  who  have  to  bear  the  ••  white  man’s  bur- 
den." A sturdy  lad,  descended  from  sturdy  an- 
cestors, he  chose  the  ancient  and  honorable 
trade  of  a blacksmith,  even  thus  early  recogniz-  I 
ingthe  fact  that  the  possession  of  a useful  handi-  | 
craft  was  a certain  means  of  rising  to  a state  of 
financial  independence.  During  the  years  of  his 
apprenticeship,  like  his  prototype,  Elihu  Burritt, 
"The  Learned  Blacksmith,”  he  made  good  use 
of  his  spare  hours  for  the  improvement  of  his 
mind  by  study  and  useful  reading,  at  every  op- 
portunity refreshing  his  mental  caliber  at  the 
"Pierian  spring,”  which  proved  to  him  a strong 
motor  in  his  after  acquirements. 


When  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  having 
already  mastered  his  trade  and  prepared  to  do 
manly  work,  he  became  conscious  of  the  inner 
promptings  for  something  higher  and  better. 
Seeking  the  advice  and  assistance  of  Dr.  William 
S.  Todd,  then  (and  now)  a practitioner  of  medi- 
cine in  Ridgefield,  with  him  he  reviewed  his 
English  studies  preparatory  to  teaching.  He 
taught  one  year,  and  then,  in  order  to  perfect 
himself  in  his  profession,  entered  the  State  Nor- 
mal School,  but  did  not  complete  the  full  course 
of  instruction  because  of  an  advantageous  posi- 
tion offered  him  in  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.  His 
career  as  a teacher  was  characterized  by  the 
same  qualities  that  have  been  his  rule  and  guide 
in  every  station,  and  from  first  to  last,  he  more 
than  fulfilled  the  expectations  of  his  warmest 
friends.  His  first  school  was  a success  from  the 
start,  and  wherever  he  taught  he  left  but  one  re- 
cord, a record  crystalized  in  the  words:  "The 

best  teacher  we  ever  had.  ” But  this  profession, 
successful  with  him  as  it  was,  did  not  satisfy  his 
ambition.  It  was  a habit  of  his  while  filling  one 
position  to  be  looking  forward  to  and  preparing 
for  some  other. 

Characteristically,  while  yet  teaching,  he 
commenced  the  study  of  law,  under  the  advice 
and  instruction  of  Col.  H.  W.  R.  Hoyt,  a prom- 
inent lawyer  at  Greenwich,  Conn.,  reciting  once 
or  twice  a week  till  the  end  of  the  term.  Col- 
onel Hoyt,  early  recognizing  his  ability,  advised 
him  to  cease  teaching,  and  offered  him  terms  that 
made  it  possible  for  him  to  enter  his  office  and 
be  self-supporting  while  he  pursued  his  profes- 
sional studies. 

In  due  time  Mr.  Walsh  was  admitted  to 
practice  at  the  Fairfield  County  Bar,  and  being  at 
once  received  into  partnership  by  his  accom- 
plished and  experienced  preceptor,  he  was  imme- 
diately thrown  into  the  arena  of  practical  effort, 
and  won  his  spurs  as  a lawyer  under  the  most 
benign  auspices.  In  1882  his  self-reliant  nature 
prompted  him  to  seek  absolute  independence, 
and  accordingly  he  opened  a law  office  of  his 
own  at  Greenwich.  His  professional  work  in- 
creased with  great  rapidity,  and  he  attended  to  it 
with  so  much  diligence  and  ability  that  he  speed- 
ily won  distinguished  prominence  at  the  Bar. 

The  knowledge  and  experience  thus  gained 
eminently  qualified  him  for  public  positions  of 
honor  and  trust,  and  the  community  in  which  he 
lived  were  not  slow  in  recognizing  his  ability  and 
worth.  During  the  year  of  his  admission  to  the 
Bar  he  was  chosen  corporation  counsel  of  the 
town,  also  borough  attorney  of  the  borough  of 
Greenwich,  which  incumbencies  he  still  fills  with 
characteristic  acumen  and  probity.  In  political 
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work,  also,  it  is  but  natural  that  he  should  seek 
to  attain  prominence,  gifted  as  he  is  with  fluent 
eloquence  and  rare  argumentative  powers.  An 
ardent  Republican,  he,  during  the  Presidential 
campaign  of  1880,  took  the  4 ‘.stump  in  Con- 
necticut in  behalf  of  Garfield  and  Arthur,  and  in 
the  same  year  was  placed  on  the  Republican 
State  Central  Committee  for  the  Twelfth  Sena- 
torial District  of  Connecticut — a party  honor 
which  was  accorded  him  by  re-election  down  to 
the  time  he  was  elected  judge,  when  he  resigned. 

In  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1884  he  was 
equally  active  in  his  support  of  Blain  and  Logan. 
Before  the  year  ended  he  was  placed  in  the  field 
by  the  Republicans  of  the  Twelfth  district  as 
their  candidate  for  the  State  Senate,  and  was 
elected  by  a large  majority,  his  popularity  being 
so  great  that  he  ran  far  ahead  of  his  ticket.  In 
1886  he  was  chosen  secretary  of  the  State  Cen- 
tral Committee,  and,  being  renominated  for  the 
Senate,  was  re-elected  by  twice  the  majority  re- 
ceived in  the  previous  campaign. 

In  the  Senate  he  developed  remarkable  abil- 
ity as  a debater,  almost  unconsciously  impressing 
on  his  co-workers  the  fact  that  in  Senator  Walsh 
they  had  among  them  a man  of  judicial  mind,  in- 
stinctive sagacity,  strong  memory,  iron  will,  in- 
domitable perseverance,  great  power  of  mental 
concentration,  and  withal,  entire  self-command; 
in  fact,  before  the  close  of  the  first  term  he  had 
become  a recognized  power  in  that  body.  Dur- 
ing the  session  of  1885  he  served  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  Incorporations,  and  in  1886 
and  1887  he  was  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  com- 
mittee. Both  of  these  prominent  chairmanships 
he  filled  with  remarkable  ability,  and  demon- 
strated so  much  strength  in  general  legislation 
that  he  became  the  leader  of  his  party  in  the 
Senate,  and  had  the  honor  of  being  called  to  pre- 
side over  that  body  as  president  pro  tern,  during 
the  session  of  1887.  In  1888  he  was  nominated 
by  the  Republicans  for  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State  of  Connecticut,  and  was  elected  with  the 
rest  of  the  ticket.  He  filled  the  position  with 
dignity  and  honor.  In  the  spring  of  1889  he  was 
appointed  judge  of  the  Criminal  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  in  Fairfield  county,  bringing  to  that 
position  all  the  ripe  fruit  of  his  rare  legal  training 
and  experience,  and  an  eminently  judicial  mind. 
Upon  the  acceptance  of  this  he  hoped  to  with- 
draw from  all  active  participation  in  politics.  In 
1890  he  positively  refused  the  use  of  his  name 
for  a renomination  for  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State,  and  fully  expected  and  was  anxious  to  be 
relieved  of  the  duties  of  the  office  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term.  The  failure  of  the  Legislature 
to  declare  the  election  of  his  successor  made  it 


impossible  for  him  to  leave  the  office  vacant,  the 
constitution  of  the  State  making  him  the  secre- 
tary until  his  successor  had  been  declared  elected, 
and  had  been  duly  qualified. 

Although  Judge  Walsh’s  political  success  has 
been  brilliant  in  the  extreme,  and  is  full  of 
promise,  it  in  nowise  overshadows  his  success  as 
a lawyer.  In  1885,  having  already  achieved  a 
wide  reputation,  he  was  appointed,  by  Governor 
Harrison,  a member  of  the  commission  to  revise 
the  statutes  of  Connecticut.  Although  one  of 
the  youngest  men  in  that  body  (which  was  com- 
posed of  the  flower  of  the  legal  profession),  he 
was  one  of  the  most  active  in  its  deliberations, 
bringing  to  the  work  in  hand  a well-trained  mind, 
a clear  judgment  and  remarkable  powers  of  an- 
alysis. His  older  colleagues  on  the  commission 
were  quick  to  recognize  his  ability,  and  it  is  an 
indisputable  fact  that  the  success  of  the  revision 
j was  due  in  no  small  degree  to  his  unremitting 
zeal  and  keen  intelligence. 

Mr.  Walsh's  practice  is  one  of  the  most  gen- 
eral kind.  His  services  are  sought  to  such  an 
extent  that  his  business  extends  to  all  the  courts 
of  the  State.  The  greater  part  of  his  work  con- 
sists of  important  cases,  and  his  practice  is  lu- 
crative as  well  as  large.  Probably  no  lawyer  of  his 
years  in  the  State  occupies -a  more  distinguished 
position  at  the  Bar,  or  is  held  in  greater  esteem 
by  his  colleagues.  His  enviable  reputation  has 
been  won  by  the  exhibition  of  some  of  the  best 
qualities  of  manhood,  including  perseverance, 
diligence,  inflexible  integrity  and  a high  sense  of 
honor  in  both  business  and  legislation.  His  mind, 
while  full  of  information,  patient  in  details,  and 
accurate  in  the  minutest  point,  is  naturally  com- 
prehensive, and  tends  to  broad  and  rapid  gen- 
eralization. His  political  strength,  based  alike 
on  his  distinguished  ability  as  a lawyer  and  his 
unremitting  zeal  in  the  public  service,  grows 
stronger  year  by  year,  and  is  steadily  augmented 
by  his  great  personal  popularity. 

The  Judge’s  great  abilities  have  not  been 
wholly  confined  to  strictly  professional  or  polit- 
ical pursuits.  He  has  also  given  considerable  at- 
tention to  financial  matters,  in  all  of  which  his 
course  has  been  marked  throughout  by  the  same 
integrity,  fidelity  and  ability.  He  was  largely 
instrumental  in  organizing  and  establishing  the 
Greenwich  Trust,  Loan  & Deposit  Company, 
which  has  been  successful  far  beyond  the  expec- 
tation of  its  promoters.  In  1890,  while  absent 
on  his  vacation,  he  was,  quite  unexpected  to 
himself,  elected  its  president,  a position  he  still 
holds.  He  is  also  director  and  counsel  of  the 
Greenwich  Gas  & Electric  Light  Company,  of 
which  be  was  an  enthusiastic  promoter.  He  is 
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secretary  of  the  Hawthorne  Mills  Company,  a 
corporation  having  nearly  one  million  dollars 
capital,  and  conducting  a business  in  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  woolen  goods,  in  both  Green- 
wich and  New  York  City.  He  is  interested  in 
some  land  improvement  schemes,  and  a strong 
advocate  and  friend  of  progress  and  improvement 
m all  directions.  At  all  times  and  under  all 
circumstances  he  is  a representative  American, 

K'lVh  backbone-  ever  eloquent  upon  the 
future  of  his  country  and  the  magnificent  possi- 
b i ies  orall  wh.ch  that  future  involves. P His 

,1  ^n,nlKample  of  what  may  be 

to  aTtmnld  erCnt  natUral  abiHtieS  a>lied 

determination  and  perseverance,  even 

under  the  most  adverse  circumstances.  He  has 

position^ and tC  COmPetence-  a"  influential 
owe  less  to  anb°norab!e  name;  yet  no  man 
neous  he  o Th  ?l°US  c,rcumsta"ees  or  extra- 

characfer  no  mles  foVach"0  rU’6S  f°r 

roval  road  tn  hm  • , ach,evine  success,  no 

of  Hein.  Robert  j.'WaSf  C Si!  be^eT 
•ect  A ownnfortune.and  abS0,uteI>'  the  arch‘- 


l^'theUScoL  T'  HALL'  D D-  Paa‘°r 

^ain,  Conn  1?"gregV,°nal  Church  at  New 
England  famil  v , r°m  an  old  New 

back  to  1631  andS^  "l60  settlement  dates 
as  “The  Medford  Hatl°p  kn,ovfn  *°  genealogists 
‘ion  at  Medford,  Mass  Fam‘  y fr°m  their  loca' 

Dr  BHTli°st0abesro®’  0f814’  3‘  R'chmond,  Vt„ 

(Bronson)  Hall  the  fr,  ^osePh  A-  and  Sarah 

oj  a farmer,  and  a ”h°m  Was  the  s°" 

B'chmond.  as  was  at  s'0  V,ermont-  born  at 
daughter  of  Thomas  R h'S  W‘fe’  'vho  was  the 
‘*5.6  moved  with  thB;Br°nSMn'  Thi®  eouple  in 
^b>o,  locating  in  Russia » ami  to  near  Oberlin, 
"'here  they  were  ^nshlp’  Lorain  county, 
,j’ere  at  Oberlin  Coni  P‘!k  3S  aericulturists,  and 
‘heir  children  who  I66  educated  all  five  of 
Russell  T.,  the  aides  nf  tK  acduU  a^e'  namely: 
farther  on;  Mary  H ml  tha,  fi,ve’  ls  mentioned 
Prominent  educator  «„h  d-  JaCob  F Ellis,  a 
IhomasA.  isabusin  d Pres.ldent  of  a college- 
WIS 1 member  of  thfp  ’ Chicag0;  Eyman 
rT'  0berl‘ni  Ohio  7„d  PU17  3t  0ber»m  Col- 
ton. and  died  datE?7  married  Merton 


education  meant,  and  so  gave  his  own  children 
the  best  privileges  in  that  direction.  He  had 
acquired  by  reading  and  contact  with  the  world 
a large  fund  of  general  information,  and  was  able 
to  enjoy  and  appreciate  the  society  of  learned 
men.  He  was  a leader  in  the  different  com- 
munities in  which  his  lot  was  cast.  Himself  and 
wife  were  devout  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  His  widow  now  makes  her  home  with 
our  subject. 

Dr.  Russell  T.  Hall  was  a lad  of  twelve  years 
when  his  father  moved  to  Ohio.  He  entered 
Oberlin  college,  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  was  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  ’65.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  served  one  year,  enlisting  in  December,  1861, 
as  a private  in  Company  H,  43rd  O.  V.  I.,  and 
saw  active  service,  participating  in  the  various 
engagements  in  which  his  command  took  part 
Owing  to  disability  he  was  honorably  discharged 
Nov.  30,  1862.  In  May,  1864,  he  again  enlisted, 
this  time  in  the  one-hundred-days'  service,  and 
was  assigned  to  duty  in  Washington,  D.  C ’ He 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  of 
his  company.  In  September,  1869,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  A.  Tyler,  a native  of  Medina 
county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  Gideon  W.  Tyler, 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  that  county,  where  he 
served  several  years  as  county  auditor.  The 
daughter  in  question  is  a graduate  of  Oberlin 
College.  To  Dr.  Hall  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  children  as  follows:  Edith  B.  is  at  this 

time  in  the  senior  class  at  Oberlin  College;  Arthur 
B.  is  a freshman  in  Yale  College;  Tyler  died  in 
infancy;  and  Walter  died  when  ten  years  of  age. 
Politically  Dr.  Hall  is  a Republican.  In  1895 
the  degree  of  D.  D.  was  conferred  on  him  by  his 
Alma  Mater,  he  being  the  second  on  the  list  to 
receive  such  honor  from  Oberlin  College. 

The  following  pen  sketch  of  our  subject,  writ- 
ten by  a noted  divine,  appeared  in  the  “Treas- 
ury of  Religious  Thought”  in  January,  1895: 

“ It  has  been  noticed  that  Americans  who  passed 
their  intellectual  and  spiritual  adolescence,  dur- 
ing the  period  of  our  great  Civil  war,  developed 
in  many  cases  a peculiar  .toughness  and  strength 
of  fibre,  that  quieter  times  fail  to  produce.  They 
were  ‘ marked  ’ in  their  mental  and  moral  na- 
tures by  the  martial  sights  and  sounds  amid  which 
they  came  to  maturity.  This  was  notably  the 
case  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  four 
college  years  were  the  four  years  of  the  war. 
Lincoln’s  call  for  75, OCX)  men  fell  upon  his  ears 
just  as  he  was  girding  himself  for  the  college  cur- 
riculum, and  the  most  notable  event  in  the  clos- 
ing month  of  his  senior  year  was  the  jubilation 
on  the  college  green  over  the  surrender  at  Ap- 
pomattox. The  call  of  the  country  in  those  days 
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was,  to  many  a hitherto  thoughtless  youth,  the 
call  of  God,  and  in  surrendering  himself  to  the 
service  of  the  nation  he  surrendered  himself  to 
Christ.  Young  Hall  was  just  at  an  age  to  be 
deeply  influenced  by  these  stirring  times,  and  the 
place  of  his  birth,  Richmond,  Vt. , with  his  par- 
entage of  New  England  origin  on  both  sides,  in- 
sured his  susceptibility  to  the  more  patriotic  in- 
fluence that  then  swept  over  the  land.  Oberlin 
College,  too,  with  which  he  had  become  identi- 
fied, was  the  place  in  all  the  country  where  the 
influence  of  those  times  would  be  felt  with  all  its 
force.  Oberlin  was  in  the  forefront  of  the  fray. 
Two  years  before  the  town  had  been  profoundly 
moved  by  the  raid  of  John  Brown  upon  Harpers 
Ferry.  The  father  of  Brown  had  been  a trustee 
of  the  college,  and  his  younger  brothers  and  a 
sister  had  been  students  there,  the  hero  himself 
had  been  closely  identified  with  Oberlin  men, 
and  two  of  them  lost  lives  with  him  in  his  mem- 
orable raid.  Oberlin  therefore  had  been  keyed 
up  to  a high  pitch  of  patriotic  interest  and  ex- 
pectation by  the  time  that  Sumter  had  fallen, 
and  within  two  days  after  the  proclamation  of 
the  President  130  of  her  choicest  young  men  had 
signed  their  names  to  the  muster  roll.  Our 
youthful  Vermonter,  a worthy  successor  to  the 
Green  Mountain  boys  of  Revolutionary  fame, took 
his  place  with  the  rest  and  served  for  some  time 
in  the  43rd  and  1 50th  O.  V.  1.  The  training  of 
Mr.  Hall  was  therefore  not  wholly  within  college 
walls.  The  sterner  discipline  of  the  field  was 
also  his,  and  the  interruptions  that  his  studies 
suffered  from  these  military  absences  were  more 
than  made  up  by  such  richer  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart  as  heroic  self-sacrifice  brings.  It  is 
good  for  a man  to  bear  the  yoke  in  his  youth. 

“ His  army  experience  served  to  sober  his 
youthful  thoughts  and  clarify  his  judgment,  so 
that  graduating  just  as  he  attained  his  majority, 
among  the  youngest  in  the  class,  he  excelled  in 
scholarship,  and  was  distinguished  for  a grasp 
and  maturity  of  mind  far  beyond  his  years.  In 
the  recitation  room  he  was  never  known  to  fail 
or  to  be  unprepared,  and  in  his  literary  society 
he  was  a formidable  antagonist  in  debate.  That 
mental  curiosity  and  capacity  for  acquiring  infor- 
mation, and  that  living  interest  in  the  questions 
of  the  time  that  are  so  marked  a feature  in  his 
later  years,  characterized  him  from  the  first.  His 
fondness  for  reading  made  him  a full  man,  and 
his  delight  in  extemporaneous  discussion  a ready 
man.  After  two  years  spent  in  teaching  and 
business  in  Tennessee,  he  entered  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  New  York  City,  from  which 
he  graduated  with  the  class  of  ’70,  having  charge 
during  the  last  two  years  of  his  course,  however, 


of  the  Wilson  Mission  in  Tompkins  Square. 
For  his  first  regular  pastorate  he  went  to  Ver- 
mont, his  native  State.  The  village  of  Pittsford 
was  for  nine  years  the  scene  of  his  devoted  la- 
bors. During  this  time  he  became  widely  known 
as  a man  of  power  and  promise,  and  in  1879  he 
was  called  to  the  First  Congregational  Church  of 
Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio.  Six  years  later,  becoming 
interested  in  the  new  materia]  and  religious  de- 
velopment in  Florida,  he  went  to  the  ‘Flowery 
State,’  and  in  Tavares  and  Jacksonville  he  spent 
six  useful  years.  The  South  Florida  Chautau- 
qua, of  which  he  has  been  its  president  since  or- 
ganization in  1887,  is  largely  the  fruit  of  his 
thought  and  care.  He  also  served  several  years 
in  the  board  of  trustees  of  Oberlin  and  Rollins 
Colleges.  His  connection  with  the  large  and  im- 
portant suburban  Church,  of  which  he  is  now 
pastor  (Greenwich),  dates  from  January,  1892. 

“The  pulpit  efforts  of  Mr.  Hall  are  distin- 
guished for  originality  and  depth  of  thought,  full- 
ness of  information,  and  fluence  and  grace  of  ex- 
pression. His  style  of  speaking  is  uniformly 
extemporaneous,  only  the  briefest  notes  of  his 
interesting  remarks  ever  appearing  on  the  desk 
before  him.  The  truths  that  he  presents  are 
clear  and  well  defined  in  his  own  mind,  and  he 
succeeds  in  making  them  appear  so  to  his  hear- 
ers. No  thoughtful  person  ever  leaves  his  Church 
in  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  peacher.  .His 
theological  is  warmly  evangelical.  With  a mind 
ever  open  to  new  light  from  whatever  direction 
it  may  come,  he  rests  his  faith  and  his  preaching 
upon  the  great  historic  facts  and  truth  of  God.” 

In  December,  1897,  Dr.  Hall  removed  to 
New  Britain,  Conn.,  and  became  pastor  of  the 
First  Church  of  Christ  in  that  city,  where  he  still 
remains. 

TrVWlGHT  WAUGH,  one  of  Stamford’s  lead- 
jJ)  ing  citizens,  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  that  locality  for 
many  years.  As  will  be  seen  in  the  following 
brief  biography,  he  is  also  prominent  in  Masonic 
circles,  and  has  risen  to  the  highest  rank  in  the 
fraternity  in  this  State,  a fact  which  speaks  vol- 
umes for  his  ability  and  personal  worth. 

Samuel  Waugh,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a native  of  Litchfield  county,  Conn., 
and  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
During  the  war  of  1812  he  organized  a company 
to  garrison  Fort  Trumbull,  at  New  London, 
Conn.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Goodwin,  was  no 
less  partiotic,  and  as  a school  girl  she  helped  to 
mold  the  lead,  taken  from  the  statue  of  King 
George  III,  into  bullets  for  the  use  of  the  Coloni- 
al army. 
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Samuel  W.  Waugh,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Morris,  Litchfield  county, 
where  he  followed  farming  for  many  years.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Caroline  Marsh, 
was  a desdendant  of  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
that  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  20, 1831,  in  the 
town  of  Morris,  Litchfield  county,  and  his  boy- 
hood was  spent  upon  the  old  farm.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality, 
and  in  a private  school  taught  by  F.  W.  Gunn., 
in  the  town  of  Washington,  now  called  “Gunn- 
ery School,”  and  for  a short  time  he  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
community.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  settled  at 
Stamford  through  the  influence  of  his  uncle, 
Isaac  B.  Redfield,  then  manager  of  the  Cove 
Mills,  at  that  place.  Beginning  in  November, 
1851,  as  an  engineer  of  Cove  Mills  (Stamford) 
Mfg.  Co.,  Mr.  Waugh  was  promoted  from  time 
to  time  until  he  became  general  superintendent 
of  the  company,  which  position  he  filled  satis- 
factorily for  five  years  previous  to  his  retirement 
in  April,  1893.  He  has  been  connected  with 
various  other  business  enterprises,  and  was  first 
president  of  the  Cove  Transportation  Company 
of  Stamford.  Notwithstanding  the  pressure  of 
business  cares  he  has  found  time  to  fulfill  the 
duties  of  a good  citizen,  and  he  has  been  especi- 
ally active  in  educational  affairs,  having  served 
as  a member  of  the  first  school  board  in  his  town. 
For  two  years  he  was  a burgess  of  the  borough 
of  Stamford.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican, but  he  is  not  an  aspirant  after  official 
honors. 

Mr.  Waugh  united  with  Union  Lodge  No.  5, 
F.  & A.  M.,  of  Stamford,  August  3,  1859,  and 
was  advanced  January  18,  i860,  and  February 
1,  i860.  He  became  Mark  Master  August  4, 
1864;  Past  Master  and  Most  Excellent  Master, 
August  11,  1864;  Senior  Warden  in  1865,  and 
in  1866  and  in  1868,  1872  and  1875,  he  held 
the  rank  of  Master.  He  was  High  Priest  of 
Rittenhouse  Chapter  No.  11,  R.  A.  M..  in  1868, 
1870,  1872,  1874,  1876,  1879,  1881,  1882,  1884, 
and  1887.  On  August  18,  1864,  he  took  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  at  Norwalk,  and  in  1868, 
when  the  charter  of  Washington  Council,.  Stam- 
ford, was  restored,  he  became  a charter  member. 
He  was  four  times  Illustrious  Master  of  his 
Council — in  1868,  1883,  1889  and  1891.  On 
March  3,  1865,  he  entered  Clinton  Commandery 
No.  3,  K.  T.,  at  Norwalk,  and  in  1880  he  held 
the  post  of  Eminent  Commander  in  that  body. 
He  also  belongs  to  Lafayette  Consistory  of  the 
Scottish  Rite  at  Bridgeport,  and  to  Pyramid 
Shrine  at  the  same  place.  Since  1 872  he  has 


been  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Michigan  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut, 
and  he  has  been  through  all  the  chairs  in  the 
Grand  Lodge,  Grand  Chapter,  and  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  this  State.  The  following  is  a copy  of  a 
vote  of  thanks  from  the  Grand  Lodge  which  was 
presented,  neatly  framed,  to  Mr.  Waugh  in 
1 886. 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  An- 
nual Communication  held  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  Jan- 
uary 20  and  21,  1886. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  E., 
be  and  are  hereby  tendered  tothe  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master.  Dwight  Waugh,  for  the  able  and  impartial  and 
in  every  way  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  has  pen- 
formed  the  duties  of  his  office  during  the  two  years  of 
his  administration.  Attest — J.  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Sec- 
retary. Henry  H.  Green,  Grand  Master. 


S.MITH  FAMILY.  The  father  and  sons  of  the 
) Smiths  of  Newtown,  of  whom  we  particular- 
ly write,  came  of  hardy  Puritan  ancestry,  through 
whose  generations  have  descended  the  fragrance 
of  Godly  lives,  simple  in  faith  but  fervent  in 
piety. 

Rev.  Henry  Bagg  Smith,  the  beloved  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Newtown  from 
1863  to  1873,  was  born  at  Westfield,  Mass., 
November  8,  1819,  the  eldest  child  of  Deacon 
Horace  Smith,  and  his  wife.  Grata  Bagg.  Deacon 
Horace  Smith,  who  afterward  took  his  father-in- 
law's  farm  in  West  Springfield,  Mass.,  was  a 
man  of  decided  convictions,  sternly  adherent  to 
right,  but  generous  to  a fault.  He  was  ever  for- 
ward in  every  good  work,  and  peculiarly  devoted 
to  the  services  of  his  Church,  from  which  neither 
tempest  nor  the  stress  of  summer  heat  could 
keep  him.  Deacon  Smith  tilled  the  soil  for  a 
living;  he  became  the  father  of  six  sons — Henry 
B.,  Joseph  A.,  Franklin  F.,  William  H.,  Sam- 
uel D.  and  Lyman;  and  three  daughters — Mar- 
garet, Harriet  and  Caroline  T.  The  mother  of 
these  children,  quiet  as  she  was,  matched  her 
husband's  perseverance  and  Christian  devotion, 
and,  when  she  was  taken  away  in  her  old  age, 
Deacon  Horace  Smith,  the  husband  of  her  life, 
almost  fell  in  his  tracks,  as  if  the  death  shaft 
pierced  his  heart  also.- 

Henry  Bagg  Smith  worked  the  West  Spring- 
field  farm  when  a boy,  Deacon  Henry  Smith  re- 
moving from  Westfield  when  Henry  was  four 
years  old,  aqd  received  the  discipline  and  educa- 
tion of  farmer  lads  of  seventy  years  ago.  The 
father  supplied  milk  to  customers  across  the  Con- 
necticut river  in  Cabotville  (now  Chicopee),  and 
Henry  and  his  brothers  took  it  to  them  in  a skiff. 
There  was  enough  natural  beauty  in  that  fertile 
Connecticut  valley  region  to  stir  the  noblest  am- 
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bitions  of  the  boy,  and  Nature  was  bountiful 
enough  to  satisfy  the  labors  of  his  bands.  But 
he  was  called  to  other  fields  and  a different  cul- 
ture by  a strange  Providence.  While  driving 
cattle  before  a harrow  in  the  field,  when  about 
fourteen  years  old,  lie  was  thrown  to  the  ground 
and  drawn  under  the  iron  teeth.  How  he  escaped 
alive  no  one  can  tell,  but  the  cruel  wounds  laid 
him  at  death's  portal  for  days.  With  recovery 
came  the  conviction,  which  never  left  him,  that 
this  was  truly  a call  to  his  soul  as  ever  the  daz- 
zling glory  that  smote  Saul  blind  in  his  furious 
progress  toward  Damascus.  The  fervor  of  the 
young  convert’s  zeal  stopped  short  of  only  the 
fullest  consecration  of  himself  to  the  blessed 
Master’s  service,  and  he  soon  obtained  his  fath- 
er’s consent  to  prepare  for  the  Gospel  ministry. 
This  preparation  began  at  Wilbraham,  and  the 
subsequent  preparatory  studies  were  pursued  at 
Westfield  and  at  Munson.  He  furthered  his 
studies  in  a collegiate  course  at  Amherst,  and 
then  took  up  his  theological  studies  at  Andover 
Seminary,  graduating  from  college  in  1843  and 
from  the  seminary  in  1846.  His  commencement 
oration  at  Amherst  was  a thrilling  anti- slavery 
address.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  April, 
1846,  before  he  left  the  seminary,  and  began  the 
ministerial  work  in  which  he  fainted  not  for 
thirty-six  years.  His  first  charge  was  at  Charle- 
mont,  Mass.,  where  he  was  hired-for  a time.  His 
first  settlement  was  at  West  Granville,  Mass., 
where  he  was  ordained  July  22,  1847,  President 
Hitchcock  of  Amherst  College  preaching  the 
ordination  sermon,  and  Rev.  R.  S.  Hazen  of 
Berkhamsted,  the  young  pastor’s  future  father- 
in-law,  giving  the  charge  to  the  people. 

The  new  minister  was  not  long  in  finding,  a 
bride  at  Barkhamsted’s  Congregational  parson- 
age, Miss  Sarah  Stedman  Hazen.  The  Hazen 
stock  is  also  an  old  Puritan  institution,  and  has 
supplied  many  ministers  of  the  Word.  Rev.  R. 
S.  Hazen,  a remarkably  well-balanced  man,  and 
sincerely  spiritual  in  his  aspirations,  finally  died 
at  Westminster,  Conn.,  his  last  pastorate.  His 
surviving  children  were:  Rev.  Timothy  Hazen, 

of  Goshen,  Conn.;  Mrs.  George  Fowler,  of  Aga- 
wam (now  deceased);  Mrs.  Rev.  H.  B.  Smith, 
and  their  half  brother,  Rev.  Dr.  James  K.  Hazen, 
of  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Mr.  Smith  was  for  five  years  pastor  at  West 
Granville,  then  the  next  twenty-seven  years  were 
passed  in  Connecticut.  Abington,  his  first  par- 
ish, retained  his  services  until  August  n,  1863; 
Burlington,  until  1867;  Newtown  for  six  years; 
Greenfield  Hill  until  July  31,  1877;  and, 

finally,  Staffordville,  until  November  1,  1879. 
From  Staffordville  he  went  to  South  Amherst, 


Mass.,  where  a father’s  bequest  had  made  it  pos- 
sible for  him  to  secure  a small  place  at  which  to 
end  his  days,  and  help  some  of  his  boys  through 
college — at  his  own  Alma  Mater.  He  supplied 
the  South  Amherst  pulpit,  but  closed  his  labors 
at  Shutesbury,  ten  miles  from  his  South  Amherst 
home,  where  he  began  a yearly  supply  April  10, 
1880.  His  death  occurred  on  August  to,  1882. 
Rev.  Smith  was  a successful  pastor.  He  was  a 
pastor  rather  than  a preacher,  but  many  a word 
of  his  has  lingered  to  comfort  and  sustain  the 
Christian  hope.  He  threw  heart  and  soul,  him- 
self, his  family  and  all  the  resources  he  could 
command  into  his  parish  work,  and  his  genial 
smile  has  been  a benediction  in  many  a house- 
hold. In  all  matters  of  public  moment  he  was 
prominent,  taking  a leading  part  with  other  citi- 
zens, a man  among  men.  With  scarcely  an  in- 
termission, for  stalwart  health,  boundless  push 
and  an  indomitable  will  kept  him  at  work  almost 
every  Sunday  during  his  whole  ministry. 

Abington,  Rev.  Smith’s  longest  pastorate, 
was  also  the  birthplace  of  most  of  his  children: 
Horace  D.,  born  November  8,  1852,  died  in  in- 
fancy; Clara  W.  (Rev.  Mrs.  Thresher),  born  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1854;  Sarah  M.  (Mrs.  Jenks),  January 
23.  1856;  Robert  D.,  October  4,  1857;  Willie  D. 
(a  graduate  of  Amherst  College),  June  7,  1859; 
Charles  H.,  April  11,  1861,  and  Henry  M.,  Jan- 
uary 5,  1863;  Horace  died  a babe  of  nine  months; 
Allison  P.  was  born  October  27,  1866,  at  Bur- 
lington; Arthur  J.  and  Emily  L.  were  born  in 
Newtown,  March  10,  1868,  and  May  12,  1870, 
respectively. 

Reuben  H.  Smith,  the  eldest  surviving  son  of 
a country  clergyman  with  a large  family,  early  in 
life  learned  what  hardship  was.  When  his  fa- 
ther was  preaching  at  Burlington,  although  but  a 
lad,  he  worked  for  a time  in  an  axe-works  at 
Collinsville,  and  frequently  on  Monday  morning 
in  winter  the  six  miles  to  work  through  snow 
storms  were  walked.  His  tenderness  and  care  in 
looking  after  his  numerous  small  brothers  and 
sisters  is  a matter  of  history  which  broadened  his 
heart  for  the  children  which  in  later  years  blessed 
his  home.  At  eighteen  he  learned  typesetting 
on  the  Waterbury  American,  and  in  a short  time 
assisted  in  the  make-up  of  the  paper.  At  twenty- 
two  he  entered  Berea  College  in  Kentucky,  re- 
mained one  year  and  then  returned  to  Waterbury 
as  the  editor  of  the  American.  His  work  on 
that  newspaper  spoke  for  itself.  He  succeeded 
in  bringing  the  paper  up  to  a high  standard,  and 
when  he  left  it  was  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  quoted  journals  in  the  State.  His  next  po- 
sition was  on  the  Springfield  Republican , a paper 
which  has  always  had  a high  standing  from  a 
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literary  and  news  standpoint.  His  experience 
on  the  American  fitted  him  for  his  new  work, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  editors  Clark  and 
Griffin  discovered  his  real  worth.  He  wrote  a 
series  of  articles  on  education  in  the  South,  which 
attracted  wide  attention,  and  required  months  to 
gather  the  material.  Although  nominally  hold- 
ing the  position  as  “exchange  editor,”  he  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  editorial  columns.  Night 
work,  however,  was  very  disagreeable  to  Mr. 
Smith,  and  it  was  with  regret  that  editor  Griffin 
accepted  his  resignation  to  come  to  the  Newtown 
Bee.  Mr.  Smith’s  success  on  the  Bee  has  largely 
been  augmented  by  the  assistance  Mrs.  Smith 
has  given  him.  who  in  recent  years  has  taken  an 
active  hand  in  the  office  work.  During  the  years 
of  his  residence  in  Newtown,  and  years  of  service 
on  the  Bee,  there  were  few  men  more  esteemed  in 
the  community  and  in  the  county  at  large  than 
was  he  of  whom  we  write.  Honesty  of  purpose, 
and  a hard  worker,  he  brought  the  Bee  up  to  a 
high  standard.  True  to  his  convictions,  strictly 
honest  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men,  he 
won  respect  and  admiration  on  every  side.  Up- 
right in  character,  he  is  unswerving  in  loyalty 
to  duty  and  to  God.  Mr.  Smith  retired  from  the 
Bee  in  October,  1892,  to  engage  in  newspaper 
work  at  Riverside,  Cal.,  and  after  a period 
there  he  returned  to  the  East  and  became  con- 
nected with  the  Religious  Herald , of  which  he  is 
now  editor  and  proprietor. 

Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Rebecca  Webb,  of 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  and  has  five  children  living. 

Allison  P.  and  Arthur  J.  Smith  received 
the  benefit  of  a good  education,  completing  their 
studies  in  the  public  schools  at  Amherst.  In 
September,  1882,  Allison  P.  came  to  Newtown, 
and  for  a year  and  a half  was  in  the  office  of  the 
Bee  with  his  eldest  brother,  during  which  time 
he  learned  the  printing  trade.  Thence  he  went 
to  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  took  a position  in  the 
composing  room  with  the  Phelps  Publishing  Com- 
pany. the  publishers  of  the  New  England  Home- 
stead, Springfield  Homestead  and  the  Agricul- 
tural Homestead.  It  was  not  long  until  some  of 
his  occasional  contributions  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  Edward  H.  Phelps,  the  able  editor-in- 
chief,  who  became  interested  in  the  young  man 
and  invited  his  services  on  the  reportorial  staff, 
and  from  that  time  on  for  eight  years  he  did  re- 
porting and  editorial  work  on  the  several  publi- 
cations of  the  company,  chiefly  on  the  Home- 
stead. He  was  complimented  by  being  made  the 
representative  of  the  Springfield  District  for  the 
Zion  Herald  of  Boston,  one  of  the  leading  papers 
of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  the  United  States.  This 
position  was  given  to  the  young  reporter  and 


editor  at  the  solicitation  of  the  ministers  of 
Springfield,  his  work  in  the  district  comprising 
some  sixty-five  Churches.  His  historical  writ- 
tings  in  this  work  attracted  much  attention.  His 
next  field  of  labor  was  on  the  Newtown  Bee,  which 
is  referred  to  farther  on.  Mr.  Smith  was  mar- 
ried. in  May,  1890,  to  Miss  Hattie,  daughter  of 
Frederick  S.  Hazen,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  and 
has  one  child,  Hazel  Hazen  Smith. 

Arthur  J.  Smith,  after  the  completion  of  his 
studies  at  Amherst,  learned  the  jewelry  business 
in  that  city  with  J.  A.  Rawson.  Subsequently 
for  a period  he  was  employed  in  a business  house 
in  Springfield,  Mass.,  then  was  for  a time  em- 
ployed in  a factory  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.  From 
Bridgeport  he  came  to  Newtown  and  entered  the 
office  of  the  Bee,  and,  like  his  older  brothers, 
learned  the  printing  trade.  Subsequently,  how- 
ever, he  returned  to  Bridgeport,  and  for  a period 
was  employed  in  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers 
Savings  Bank  there.  Thence  he  came  to  New- 
town, which  he  has  since  made  his  home  and 
field  of  work.  He  was  married,  in  May,  1897, 
to  Miss  Frances,  daughter  of  Samuel  Scudder,  of 
Newtown. 

The  Smith  brothers,  on  the  retiring  of  their 
eldest  brother  from  the  Bee,  in  October,  1892, 
bought  a controlling  interest  in  the  paper  whicl^ 
had  been  operated  for  some  years  by  a company. 
The  paper  has  since  been  conducted  by  these 
gentlemen,  who  hold  the  greater  part  of  the  stock 
of  the  company.  They  have  inherited  the 
characteristics  of  their  ancestors  and  elder  brother, 
and  through  their  energy,  ability  and  good  man- 
agement the  Bee  has  been  brought  to  its  present 
excellent  position,  standing  as  it  does  among  the 
foremost  country  weekly  papers  in  Connecticut. 
The  Bee  is  wisely  edited,  and  its  business  man- 
agement has  been  of  high  order.  Its  circulation 
is  now  between  three  and  four  thousand — an  in- 
crease in  a few  years  of  something  like  one  thou- 
sand. These  young  men  are  Christian  gentle- 
men; Allison  P..  the  editor,  is  a deacon  in  the 
Congregational  Church  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  while  Arthur  J.,  the  business 
manager,  also  held  the  office  of  superintendent 
of  the  Sabbath-school,  was  the  Church  chorister 
for  five  years,  and  has  held  other  offices  in  the 
gift  of  the  Church. 


DUDLEY  PETTIBONE  ELY  (deceased). 

This  honored  resident  of  South  Norwalk, 
who  passed  to  the  unseen  life  on  July  9,  1895, 
was  a member  of  an  old  Colonial  family  that  has 
been  characterized  in  every  generation  by  sterl- 
ing qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  Tradition 
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points  to  a French  origin,  but  the  first  authentic 
ancestral  record  is  ol  one  Richard  Ely,  Sr.,  a 
widower,  who  came  from  Lvme,  England,  with 
two  sons,  William  and  Richard,  Jr.,  and  settled 
in  1660  at  Lyme,  Conn.,  where  he  died  Novem- 
ber 24,  1684,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the 
“Ely  burying  ground"  at  that  place. 

il.  Richard  Ely,  Jr.  was  born  at  Lyme, 
England,  but  resided  during  the  greater  portion 
of  his  life  at  Lyme,  Conn.,  where  he  built  a 
house  in  1715.  He  married  Mary  Marvin,  and 
had  four  children:  Samuel,  who  married  Jane 

Lord;  Richard,  who  is  mentioned  below;  Mary, 
born  in  1689,  who  married  a Mr.  Niles,  of 
Hebron,  Conn.;  and  Sarah,  born  in  1695,  who 
married  a Mr.  Gillet,  of  Colchester,  Connecicut. 

III.  Deacon  Richard  Ely,  the  great-grand- 

father of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Lyme,  Conn., 
in  October,  1697,  and  died  there  February  21, 
j 777,  his  mortal  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in  the 
family  burial  ground  at  what  is  now  North  Lyme. 
He  was  married  January  23,  1724,  to  Elizabeth 
Peck,  by  whom  he  had  four  children:  Elizabeth, 

born  October  n,  1724,  married  Col.  Samuel 
Selden;  Esther,  born  May  22,  1726,  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  years  and  thirty-one  days;  Ezra,  our 
subject’s  grandfather;  and  Mary,  born  October  21, 
1729. 

IV.  Rev.  Ezra  Ely  was  born  January  6, 
1728,  at  the  old  home  in  Lyme,  Conn.,  and 
married  (first)  Sarah  Starling,  of  the  same  town. 
On  August  21,  1760,  he  was  married  there  to 
Ann  Starling,  by  whom  he  had  four  children: 
Daniel  Harlin.  born  October  15,  1761,  died 
March  22,  1786;  Ann,  born  September  15,  1764, 
married  B.  E.  Chaplin,  of  East  Lyme,  Conn., 
and  died  February  8,  1842;  Benjamin,  who  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below;  and  Israel,  born 
January  12,  1770.  Daniel  became  a colonel  in 
the  Revolutionary  army,  and  it  is  said  that  he 
had  the  French  coat  of  arms  belonging  to  the 
family  engraven  upon  his  sword. 

V.  Benjamin  Ely,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  July  18,  1767,  at  Lyme,  and  in  1786  grad- 
uated from  Yale  College.  He  made  his  home  at 
Simsbury,  Conn. , where  he  was  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agriculture.  As  a citizen  he  was  highly 
esteemed,  and  at  times  he  held  local  office,  ser- 
ving in  1809  as  town  clerk,  and  from  1814  to 
1817  as  justice  of  the  peace.  On  April  14, 
1796,  he  was  married  at  Simsbury  to  Miss  Polly 
Pettibone,  of  that  town,  and  they  had  nine  chil- 
dren, our  subject  being  the  youngest.  The  names 
of  the  others,  with  dates  of  birth  and  death,  are 
as  follows:  Ezra  Stiles,  May  17,  1797— October 
31,  1863;  Edwin  Dwight,  June  30,  1798— Au- 
gust 25,  1831;  Mary  Ann,  November  16,  1800 — 


November  7,  1875;  Henry,  October  25,  1802 — 
October  17,  1849;  Seth,  April  20,  1805 — April 
28,  1828;  Nathan  Case,  September  13,  1807- 
May  30,  1886;  Rosetta,  November  10,  1809 — 
October  18,  1831;  and  Nancy  Humphrey,  Octo- 
ber 6,  1812 — April  19,  1877.  Ezra,  Edwin, 
Mary  Ann  and  Rosetta  did  not  marry.  Henry 
married  Caroline  St.  John,  of  Simsbury,  Conn.; 
Nathan  married  Elizabeth  Olmstead,  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.;  and  Nancy  married  Nathan  F.  Mil- 
ler, of  Bloomfield. 

On  the  maternal  side  Mr.  Ely  was  descended 
from  Bigot  Eggleston,  who  was  born  in  England 
about  1580,  and  came  to  America  in  1630.  He 
landed  at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  where  he  remained 
until  1635,  and  at  that  date  he,  with  a company 
of  sixty,  made  the  first  settlement  in  Connecticut, 
at  Windsor.  The  records  of  that  town  show 
that  he  “died  September  1,  1674,  nere  100 
yeres  of  age.  ” 

The  subject  of  our  memoir  was  born  Novem- 
ber 16,  1817,  at  Simsbury,  and  his  education 
was  begun  in  the  common  schools  of  that  local- 
ity. At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  sent  to 
Hartford,  where  for  two  years  he  attended  the 
school  of  Mr.  Olney,  the  author  of  “Olney’s 
Geography.’’  Farming  not  being  to  his  taste, 
he  on  his  return  home  found  a position  as  clerk 
in  a country  store.  After  a year  and  a half, 
although  only  a few  months  over  eighteen  years 
of  age,  he  was  engaged  by  a Mr.  Toby  to  take 
entire  charge  of  a store  in  West  Hartland,  Conn., 
where  he  spent  a year.  On  January  13,  1837. 
he  went  to  New  York  City  to  enter  the  employ 
of  his  brother  Nathan  C. , as  bookkeeper,  and 
four  years  later  he  became  a partner  in  the  estab- 
lishment. Up  to  this  time  he  had  received  no 
financial  aid  whatever  in  his  business,  but  on  his 
entrance  into  the  firm  his  father  sent  him,  unso- 
licited, two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  This  gift 
was  fully  appreciated  and  never  forgotten,  and 
in  the  settlement  of  the  father’s  estate  many 
years  afterward,  Mr.  Ely  accounted  for  the  sum. 
With  this  exception  he  was  never  assisted  by  any 
one  beyond  the  usual  mercantile  credits,  and 
although  he  passed  through  many  severe  panics 
and  financial  crises,  he  invariably  met  his  obliga- 
tions at  maturity.  When  his  brother  retired 
from  business  Mr.  Ely  took  two  Boston  gentle- 
men into  the  firm,  and  continued  until  C&67, 
when  he  disposed  of  his  interest. 

In  May,  1861,  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
South  Norwalk,  and  there  his  last  days  were 
spent.  His  ability  and  experience  made  him  a 
valued  counsellor  in  business,  and  he  became 
associated  with  various  enterprises,  being  at  one 
time  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
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South  Norwalk,  president  of  the  Norwalk  Gas 
Light  Company,  president  of  the  South  Norwalk 
Savings  Bank,  treasurer  of  the  Alden  Mining 
Company,  and  a director  in  several  other  cor- 
porations. He  also  took  much  interest  in  agri- 
cultural affairs,  and  for  a time  was  president  of 
the  Fairfield  County  Agricultural  Society.  He 
owned  more  than  half  of  the  stock  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  and  had  the  largest  real-estate 
holdings  of  any  one  in  that  vicinity,  the  assessed 
valuation  of  his  property  being  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  During  the  Civil  war  he  lost 
about  fifty  thousand  dollars,  but  he  was  a most 
enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  government  in  that 
trying  time,  as  he  was  one  of  the  original  sub- 
scribers for  the  first  issue  of  bonds  when  many  | 
others  felt  fearful  of  the  risk.  For  some  years  ' 
he  was  interested  in  real  estate  in  Brooklyn,  N.  j 
Y.,  and  his  operations  there  brought  him  a hand- 
some profit.  As  a business  man  he  was  prompt 
and  diligent,  but  his  manner  was  always  unas- 
suming and  his  disposition  genial.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  local  movements,  and  in  the  work 
of  the  Republican  organization.  He  was  the 
first  mayor  of  South  Norwalk,  being  elected  in 
1870,  and  he  was  re-elected  in  1871,  ’72,  '76, 
and  '77.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a Presbyterian, 
and  he  was  at  all  times  ready  with  his  means  and 
influence  to  assist  in  any  worthy  cause. 

On  November  28,  1844,  Mr.  Ely  was  mar- 
ried at  Simsbury,  by  the  Rev.  Seth  W.  Scofield, 
to  Miss  Charlotte  Wilcox  Phelps,  who  died  Octo- 
ber 3,  1858.  She  was  a daughter  of  Judge 
Jeffery  0.  Phelps,  an  officer  of  the  war  of  1812, 
and  a leading  citizen  of  his  day,  who  died  in 
1879,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  The 
Phelps  family  is  descended  from  William  Phelps, 
of  Tewkesbury,  England,  who  sailed  from  Ply- 
mouth, March  20,  1630,  in  the  ship  “Mary  and 
John,”  under  Captain  Squeb.  and  landed  at  Hull, 
Mass.,  on  May  30,  1630.  He  located  first  at 
Dorchester,  Mass.,  but  later  moved  to  Windsor, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  July  14,  1672.  The  line 
of  descent  is  traced  through  Joseph;  Joseph,  Jr. ; 
David;  Noah,  who  was  a colonel  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army;  Noah  A.,  and  Judge  Jeffery  O. 
Phelps,  to  our  subject’s  wife. 

Duringthe  first  years  of  their  married  life  Mr. 
Ely  and  his  wife  resided  in  New  York  City,  but 
later,  as  has  been  said,  he  located  at  South  Nor- 
walk, where  he  purchased  the  finest  residence 
property  in  the  place.  Five  children  were  born 
of  the  union  (three  of  whom  are  living):  (1) 
Harriet  Pauline,  who  married  Jonathan  Wheel- 
er, of  Westport,  died  May  2,  1868,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two.  (2)  Charlotte  Elizabeth  died  Feb- 
ruary 24,  1883.  (3)  Mary  Rosetta  married 


George  H.  Millard,  of  Delhi,  N.  Y.  (4)  Au- 
gusta Ayres  married  Russel  Frost,  a lawyer  in 
South  Norwalk.  (5)  Dudline  Pettibone  mar- 
ried Charles  Temple  Raymond,  who  was  born 
in  Bethel,  this  county,  December  16,  1856,  and 
died  January  20,  1897,  in  Norwalk.  He  was  of 
the  sixth  generation  in  descent  lrom  Samuel 
Raymond,  of  Norwalk,  Conn.,  the  line  being 
traced  through  Eliakim;  Nathaniel,  a resident  of 
Norwalk;  Charles,  also  of  Norwalk;  and  Samuel, 
a resident  of  the  same  city,  and  the  father  of  the 
late  C.  T.  Raymond.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond 
had  two  sons:  Dudley  E.,  born  April  28,  1887, 
and  Ely,  born  June  19,  1890. 


JfOSIAH  B.  FAIRCHILD.  M.  D.  The  Fair- 
| child  family  is  of  Scottish  origin,  the  name 
having  formerly  been  Fairbairn,  and  tradi- 
tion assigns  to  some  of  its  members  an  active 
part  in  the  Crusades. 

The  immediate  ancestors  of  our  subject,  who 
is  now  a prominent  physician  of  Winnipauk, 
were  early  settlers  at  Newtown,  and  Josiab  Fair- 
child,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  was  born 
in  that  town  and  passed  his  life  there  with  the 
exception  of  the  time  spent  in  the  navy  during 
the  Revolutionary  war.  The  remains  of  this 
worthy  old  citizen  now  repose  in  the  cemetery  at 
Newtown.  Wheeler  Fairchild,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a native  of  Newtown,  and  after 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Millen  of  the  same  place  he 
settled  upon  a farm  there.  He  had  five  children: 
Boyle,  our  subject’s  father;  Josiah  B.,  who  did 
not  engage  in  business,  but  became  a leading  poli- 
ticianof  the  locality,  serving  at  one  time  as  sheriff 
of  the  county;  Lucy  Ann,  who  married  John 
Hawley,  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Newtown ; Laura, 
who  married  Pell  Barnum,  a hotel  keeper  at 
Newtown;  and  Betsey  Ann,  wife  of  Charles  Clark, 
a farmer  in  the  same  town. 

Boyle  Fairchild,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a lifelong  resident  of  Newtown,  and  for  many 
years  was  organist  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  his 
gifts  and  accomplishments  as  a musician  giving 
him  a wide  reputation.  In  political  faith  he  was 
a Democrat,  but  his  tastes  did  not  lead  to  a pub- 
lic career.  He  died  in  1 845,  and  his  wife,  Julia 
A.  (Hatch),  survived  him  many  years,  her  death 
occurring  in  1875.  She  was  born  at  Oxford, 
Conn.,  the  daughter  of  Chauncey  M.  Hatch,  who 
was  also  a native  of  that  town.  His  mother  was 
| living  in  the  Wyoming  Valley,  Pennsylvania,  at 
the  time  of  the  massacre  by  the  Indians,  and  as 
1 he  was  then  a mere  child,  three  days  old,  she 
carried  him  with  her  on  horseback  out  of  danger. 

! The  Hatch  family  is  of  Scottish  blood,  but  has 
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been  represented  in  this  country  since  an  early 
period.  Six  children  were  born  to  our  subject’s 
parents,  viz.:  George  (i)  who  was  killed  in 

childhood  by  a kick  from  a horse;  George  (2), 
who  is  now  dead;  David,  who  is  living  in  retire- 
ment at  Danbury;  Josiah  B..  ol  this  sketch; 
Elijah,  who  is  in  an  insane  asylum;  and  Cath- 
erine, wife  of  Hart  Davis,  of  Oxford,  Connec- 
ticut. 

Doctor  Fairchild  was  born  November  2,  1835, 
at  the  old  home  in  Newtown,  where  he  remained 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twelve  years,  his  edu- 
cation being  begun  in  a select  school  held  in  the 
house  of  his  parents.  On  leaving  home  he  went 
to  New  Haven,  and  for  one  year  was  employed 
in  the  office  of  the  New  Haven  Register , but  the 
next  seven  years  he  spent  on  the  ocean.  He  cir- 
cumnavigated the  globe  twice,  and  then,  having 
a desire  for  life  on  terra  firma  again,  he  went  to 
Cincinnati,  and  later  to  Kansas.  He  was  at  this 
time  about  twenty  years  old,  and  being  inclined 
to  a mercantile  career  he  located  at  Atchison, 
Kans.,  where  his  brother  George  was  then  mayor, 
and  opened  a boot,  shoe  and  hat  store.  When 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out  he  and  his 
brother  David  joined  Fremont's  body  guard  at 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  a company  organized  for  special 
duty.  After  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  he 
entered  the  United  States  navy,  where  he  served 
gallantly  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  joined 
this  branch  of  the  service  on  September  1,  1862. 
with  the  rank  of  acting  master’s  mate,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  discharge,  on  November  3,  1865,  was 
acting  ensign.  For  some  time  he  was  engaged 
in  mercantile  and  other  enterprises  at  various 
places,  and  about  1886  he  began  to  practice  med- 
icine as  a specialist  in  the  Eclectic  School  in 
Winnipauk  and  Stamford,  his  success  demon- 
strating the  wisdom  of  his  choice  of  a professional 
life. 

Doctor  Fairchild’s  first  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Jane  M.  Wade,  was  a daughter  of 
George  Wade,  of  Bridgeport,  this  county,  a well- 
known  citizen  who  at  one  time  held  the  office  of 
postmaster  of  that  place.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren: William,  David,  George  and  Katie.  The 
last  three  died,  and  were  buried,  as  well  as  the 
mother,  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.;  William,  who 
survives,  resides  at  Tracy,  near  Meriden,  being 
general  superintendent  of  an  extensive  auger,  bit, 
and  chisel  establishment  at  Unionville.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife,  the  Doctor  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Waterbury,  a member  of  a lead- 
ing family  of  Darien,  this  county.  Socially  the 
Doctor  is  highly  respected  and  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Republican. 


StOLOMON  MEAD  was  at  the  time  of  his 
i)  death  the  oldest  representative  of  one  of  the 
pioneer  families  of  Fairfield  county,  a family 
which  has  been  distinguished  in  public  affairs  of 
the  State,  and  occupied  an  honorable  position  in 
society  here  for  nearly  two  and  one-half  cen- 
turies. 

The  Mead  family  is  an  ancient  and  honorable 
one.  In  1642  [some  authorities  say  1615]  Will- 
iam Mead,  in  company  probably  with  one  or  two 
brothers,  came  to  this  country.  It  is  not  known 
where  the  brothers  settled,  but  William,  after 
having  tarried  a short  time  in  M assachusetts,  came 
to  Horse  Neck,  or  rather  Stamford,  and  the 
Stamford  town  records  contain  the  following: 
"Dec.  7,  1641,  William  Mayd  received  from  the 
town  of  Stamford  a house  lot  and  five  acres  of 
land.”  This  is  the  first  record  of  any  Mead  in 
Fairfield  county,  and  he  was  unquestionably  the 
ancestor  of  that  family.  William  had  three  chil- 
dren, Joseph,  Martha  and  John,  the  ancestor  of 
the  Stamford  (Horse  Neck)  Meads,  and  the  one 
who  most  closely  concerns  us.  In  England  one 
of  the  ancestors  had  been  the  friend  and  physi- 
cian of  the  talented  Queen  Elizabeth.  Solomon 
, Mead  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  line  of  de- 
1 scent  from  John  [other  authorities  say  William], 
who,  with  his  two  sons,  John  and  Joseph,  after 
remaining  a short  time  in  Massachusetts,  moved 
to  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  where  they  remained  until 
October,  1660,  when  they  settled  in  the  town  of 
Greenwich,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  many  of 
their  descendants  still  reside.  The  two  sons 
bought  land  of  Richard  Crab  and  others,  which 
was  deeded  to  John  Mead,  son  of  the  pioneer. 
He  married  Miss  Hannah  Potter,  of  Stamford, 
Conn.,  and  on  his  death,  in  1699.  left,  as  ap- 
pears by  his  will,  eight  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, viz.:  John,  Joseph,  Jonathan,  Ebenezer  (i). 
David,  Benjamin,  Nathaniel,  Samuel,  Hannah, 
Abigail  and  Mary  Elizabeth. 

Among  the  descendants  of  these  children  was 
Amos  Mead,  who  was  surgeon  of  the  Third  Con- 
necticut Regiment  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war.  He  was  a prominent  man  during  the  Rev- 
olution, and  was  many  times  the  representative 
of  his  town  in  the  Colonial  Legislature.  He 
was  a member  of  the  body  of  men  who  adopted 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  after 
that  event  he  was  a member  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature. Richard  Mead,  a son  of  Dr.  Amos  Mead, 
figured  conspicuously  in  Greenwich  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Other  members  of  the  Mead 
family  played  important  parts  in  the  history  of 
Fairfield  county,  as  will  appear  to  the  reader  of 
this  record. 

Nathaniel  Mead,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
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ject,  was  a resident  of  the  town  of  Greenwich, 
and  lived  to  an  advanced  age.  He  married  Pru- 
dence Wood,  and  among  their  children  was 
Joshua  Mead.  Like  their  ancestors  before  them 
the  parents  were  Christian  people,  frugal  and  in- 
dustrious, and  were  excellent  citizens.  They 
were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Joshua  Mead  was  born  May  16,  1751,  in 
Greenwich,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.  He  was  a farm- 
er, well  versed  in  his  calling,  and  during  the  war 
of  the  Revolution  was  a true  patriot  and  good 
citizen,  while  not  serving  in  the  army,  rendering 
valuable  aid  to  it.  He  was  an  upright  Christian 
man,  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  politically  was  a strong  Federalist  and  Whig. 
He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife — Rachel 
Knapp,  of  Round  Hill — bore  him  children  as  fol- 
lows: Jonathan,  a farmer,  moved  to  Illinois,  and 
died  in  Hancock  county;  Joshua,  a farmer,  re- 
sided near  Round  Hill,  and  died  there;  David, 
also  a farmer,  resided  in  Greenwich,  and  there 
died,  Darius  was  a well-known  physician  of 
Greenwich  for  half  a century,  dying  on  Putnam 
Hill;  Prudence  married  Robert  Mead,  and  died 
near  Cos  Cob;  Mary  married  Isaac  Mead,  and 
died  m Greenwich;  and  Rachel  married  Daniel  S. 
Mead.  The  mother  of  this  family  died,  and  on 
ovember  15,  1804,  the  father  married  Hannah 
Mead,  daughter  of  Deliverance  Mead,  and  their 
only  issue  was  Solomon,  our  subject.  Joshua 

wi(!dHthe  [a'her'  died  May  30.  1812,  and  his 
ne  Hannah  passed  away  March  14,  1 844.  She 
was  a very  exemplary  woman. 

JTT  Mead,  whose  name  opens  this  sketch, 
adv  - °n  ^IS  *atJiers  farm,  receiving  such 
locality  n^t!"  educa,'onal  line  as  the  time  and 
the  Crp  ls  boyhood  afforded.  He  attended 
was  unripr^b  ,Academy  when  that  institution 
The  activp  * dlr.ec.tlon  of  Professor  Grosvenor. 
tirely  eiVpn^art  ° • long  life  was  almost  en- 
eminen  lv  c agr,<;ultural  pursuits,  and  he  was 
ness  tranLrr0655  “ the  Same  and  in  his  busi* 
aumerous  ml0"?.'  T°,  read  the  h’sl«y  of  the 
lives  throuph  .I?^ers  oI  the  Mead  family  whose 
been  DassfH  he""!e°r  more  generations  have 
,iv«  that  have  h a'rfie,d  county  is  to  know  of 
an<i  their  infln  g'Ven  to  the  cause  ol  Christ, 
‘o  upli  i ? le"t  *°  such  measures  as  tended 
mX  rUy(a,n  ,e,eVate  society-  Our  sub- 
cestors  For  n!  l ° the  line  of  his  an“ 

hswasidentifi  ,eary  ^^quarters  of  a century 
becoming  a l^ComUonai  Church, 

'n  1828  When  ^ Society  'n  Greenwich 
l824-GeneraU  Jp  W3S  S'Xteen  years  of  age-in 
Mr.  Mead  reca  ^ Fa^,tteLV,si.tedGreenwich,  and 
w>th  that  visit  \'vid  y 'he 'nci<lents  connected 
Slt  and  occasion,  remembering  the 


looks  of  the  General  and  the  impression  he  and 
his  son — George  Washington — made  upon  his 
boyish  mind.  Mr.  Mead,  too,  recalled  the  faces 
of  many  of  the  soldiers  of  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, whose  acquaintance  he  enjoyed  in  boyhood. 
He  was  always  a close  observer  of  passing  events, 
and  was  possessed  of  much  general  information 
which  made  him  an  interesting  conversationalist 
and  a pleasing  companion.  He  was  quite  a 
traveler,  having  been  across  the  continent  some 
five  times,  and  in  1887  he  published  in  pamphlet 
form  a very  readable  and  interesting  work  en- 
titled “ Two  Trips  to  California.”  On  February 
26,  1879,  the  occasion  of  the  one  hundredth  an- 
niversary of  the  ride  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam  to 
Greenwich,  Mr.  Mead  was  given  the  honor  of  re- 
plying to  the  toast  “Greenwich  in  the  Revolu- 
tion.” 

From  1824  to  1845  Mr.  Mead  resided  on 
what  is  known  as  the  Titus  Mead  place  (now  in 
the  borough  of  Greenwich),  thence  coming  to  the 
place  where  he  ended  his  days.  In  1858  he  be- 
gan building  the  house  thereon,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, i860,  moved  into  it.  The  grounds  are  high, 
the  dwelling  standing  on  an  eminence  near  the 
Second  Congregational  Church,  which  is  said  to 
be  the  most  elevated  place  on  the  Sound  between 
New  York  and  Boston.  From  the  observatory 
on  the  house  one  has  a grand  view  of  all  the 
surrounding  country,  even  across  the  Sound  on 
Long  Island.  This  place  Mr.  Mead  purchased 
from  the  Seymour  family,  and  he  made  it  one  of 
the  most  attractive  in  the  borough. 

Until  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  Mr.  Mead  was  a Whig  in  his  political 
views.  From  1856  he  was  a stanch  Republican, 
taking  great  interest  in  its  measures  and  working 
for  its  success.  He  held  various  town  offices, 
and  was  often  a delegate  to  County  and  State 
conventions.  He  was  a trustee  of  the  Green- 
wich Savings  Bank,  and  his  name  is  linked  with 
many  enterprises  which  have  related  to  the  best 
interests  of  his  town.  As  a financier  and  busi- 
ness man  he  was  able  and  successful,  and  he  be- 
came one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  Greenwich. 
For  his  success  in  life  he  always  gave  great 
credit  to  the  teaching  of  his  mother,  to  whom  he 
thus  beautifully  referred  in  an  article  written  for 
his  daughter; 

“Even  though  there  had  been  many  persons 
in  the  town  by  the  name  of  Hannah,  I could  not 
have  given  you  any  other  but  that  of  my  de- 
parted mother.  And  here  I cannot  refrain  from 
speaking  of  her  life.  Her  Christian  character, 
for  beauty  and  symmetry  or  for  modesty,  meek- 
ness, gratitude,  and  benevolence,  is  rarely 
equaled  by  any  person.  Her  conviction  of  un- 
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worthiness  as  a sinner  was  deep,  but  her  faith  in 
Christ  was  firm,  and  the  key  of  her  whole  life. 
Cheerful  and  happy,  without  worry  or  apprehen- 
sion, trusting  with  unswaying  confidence  in  an 
ever  over-ruling  Providence,  living  the  life  of  a 
true  child  of  God,  she  was  uniformly  the  most 
fearless  person  that  I have  ever  known;  even  in 
death,  with  an  unclouded  intellect,  she  was  no 
less  fearless  than  in  life.  Her  life  shone  with  all 
the  traits  of  the  true  Christian,  which  was  exem- 
plified still  more  beautifully  in  her  death.  She 
was  fully  ripe  for  the  heavenly  world.  She  feared 
only  evil  beings,  as  I have  frequently  heard  her 
remark.  The  scenes  of  lawlessness  and  robbery, 
which  she  witnessed  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  in  this  town,  gave  her  a greater  detesta- 
tion of  the  character  and  deeds  of  wicked  beings. 
She  was  then  about  twelve  years  of  age.  1 make 
this  tribute  to  my  mother,  knowing  that  what  I 
have  said  is  but  just  and  true,  from  long,  inti- 
mate, personal  acquaintance  in  everyday  life.  I 
have  a profound  sense  of  the  worth  of  such  a 
character.” 

On  April  22,  1856,  our  subject  was  married 
to  Mary  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  David  and  Eliza- 
beth Dayton,  and  to  them  came  children  as  fol- 
lows: Hannah  More  (Mrs.  Judson  I.  Wood,  of 
Ilion,  N.  Y.),  who  has  three  children:  Abram 
Newton,  a farmer  and  prominent  citizen  of  Riv- 
erside Co.,  Cal.;  Emily  Judson,  wife  of  Rev. 
Benj.  Mead  Wright,  a minister  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Orange,  Conn.;  Mary  Eliza- 
beth (Mrs^  Augustus  I.  Mead);  Solomon  Christy, 
an  attorney  of  New  York;  Sarah  Lewis,  residing 
at  home;  Everett  Dayton,  a resident  of  New 
York;  and  Charles  Henry,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Solomon  Mead,  the  father  of  these,  died  at  his 
residence  in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  June  14,  1898. 


MON.  CHARLES  CURTIS  WELLS.  Among 
_ _ the  oldest  and  most  influential  families  of 
Connecticut  is  that  founded  by  Thomas  Wells, 
who  was  an  early  settler  at  Wethersfield  and 
Hartford,  and  in  1655  was  governor  of  the  colony, 
being  the  fourth  man  to  serve  in  that  capacity. 
He  had  previously  served  as  lieutenant-governor, 
and  he  subsequently  served  two  more  terms  in 
that  incumbency-  Thomas  Wells  was  born  at 
Hathwell.  Northamptonshire,  England,  and  was 
descended  from  Norman  ancestry,  the  head  of 
the  family  having  landed  in  England  as  one  of 
the  force  of  William  the  Conqueror  It  is  also 
stated  upon  authority  that  the  family  became 
related  at  an  early  period  to  that  of  William 
Shakespeare,  the  poet.  But  little  is  known  of 
Thomas  Wells,  and  the  name  of  his  wife  and  the 


number  of  their  children  are  not  now  obtainable; 
but  his  descendants  are  numerous,  and  in  every 
generation  the  name  has  been  associated  with  a 
high  order  of  citizenship.  The  subject  of  these 
lines,  a well-known  resident  of  Stratford  town- 
ship, Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  is  of  the  ninth  genera- 
tion in  direct  descent  from  this  noted  pioneer, 
and  the  genealogical  record  is  given  below: 

II.  John  Wells,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 

[date  of  birth  not  now  known]  in  Hartford,  and 
died  in  1661,  leaving  a son,  John.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth  Bourne,  afterward  married  John  Wil- 
coxson,  who  died  in  1690,  and  she  had  by  him 
four  children.  John  and  Elizabeth  Bourne  Wells 
had  seven  children:  John,  Thomas  and  Robert 

(twins),  Temperance,  Samuel,  Sarah  and  Mary. 

III.  John  Wells,  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 

scent in  which  we  are  now  interested,  was  born 
in  Stratford  in  1648,  and  died  there.  [Date  of 
death  not  now  known.]  He  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  Hollister,  and  had  eight  child- 
ren: Harry,  Thomas,  Sarah,  John,  Comfort, 

Joseph,  Elizabeth  and  Robert. 

VI.  John  Wells,  son  of  John  III,  married 
Mary  Judson,  daughter  of  Isaac  Judson;  they  had 
eleven  children:  David,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Sarah, 

Phoebe,  Isaac  (1),  Isaac  (2),  John,  William, 
Hannah  and  Charity. 

V.  David  Wells,  son  of  John  IV,  was  born 
at  Stratford  in  October,  1699,  and  died  in  April, 
1742.  He  married  Mary  Thompson,  daughter 
of  Deacon  John  Thompson,  and  they  had  six 
children:  Nathan,  Ruth,  Mary,  Phoebe,  David  and 
Stephen. 

VI.  Nathan  Wells,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Stratford,  April  27,  1728, 
and  died  May  20,  1776.  In  1750  he  married 
Eunice  Pixley,  who  died  in  1816,  and  they  had 
three  children:  Isaac,  Mary  and  Samuel. 

VII.  Isaac  Wells,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 

ject, was  born  December  16,  1751.  in  Stratford, 
and  became  a successful  farmer  in  that  town. 
He  married  Eunice  Burritt,  and  had  five  child- 
ren: Nathan,  a farmer  in  Stratford,  who  died  in 
1843;  David,  a farmer,  who  died  in  Huntington 
in  1834;  Polly,  who  died  in  1872,  unmarried: 
Eli,  a farmer  in  Stratford,  who  died  in  i860, 
leaving  no  children;  and  Isaac,  father  of  Hon. 
Charles  C.  Wells.  * , 

VIII.  Isaac  Wells  was  born  in  Stratford 

August  12,  1801,  and  followed  farming  there  for 
many  years,  his  death  occurring  July  28,  1874 
His  wife,  Sarah  Curtis,  a daughter  of  Levi  Cur- 
tis, of  Stratford,  was  born  in  1804  and  died 
October  18.  1834.  They  had  two  children. 

Charles  Curtis,  and  Sally,  who  died  in  infancy. 

IX.  Charles  C.  Wells  was  born  July  20, 
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1830,  at  the  old  home  in  Putney  District,  of  the 
town  of  Stratford,  and  after  attending  the  local 
schools  for  a time  he  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
academy  in  Stratford,  and  at  a private  school  in 
Birmingham,  now  the  city  of  Derby.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  work,  but  as  he  felt  an  inclination 
to, try  some  other  occupation  he  learned  the  tin- 
ner's trade,  which  he  followed  some  years. 
When  twenty-three  years  old,  his  health  failing, 
he  returned  to  the  homestead,  and  for  the  next 
seven  years  he  taught  school,  also  engaging  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  His  farm  comprises  about 
one  hundred  acres  of  excellent  land,  which  he 
devotes  to  general  crops,  and  his  judicious  man- 
agement has  won  for  him  a good  reputation  as  an 
agriculturist. 

On  October  24,  1853,  Mr.  Wells  married 
Miss  Caroline  M.  Wheeler,  who  died  February 
14,  1863,  and  on  June  8,  1870,  he  formed  a sec- 
ond union,  this  time  with  Miss  Julia  S.  Hill,  who 
died  June  15,  1876.  On  October  24,  1877,  he 
married  Miss  Myra  Curtis  Blakeman,  of  Strat- 
ford (daughter  of  Gould  and  Harriet  Blakeman), 
who  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent and  highly  respectable  old  families  of  the 
county;  she  is  a woman  of  refinement,  kindly 
disposition  and  generous  hospitality.  Mr.  Wells 
had  one  son  by  his  first  marriage,  Charles  H., 
who  is  now  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Stratford. 
Mr.  Wells  and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  deacon  and  treasurer  since  1867.  In 
politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  his  inter- 
est in  local  affairs  has  been  shown  in  many  ways. 
He  has  served  ably  in  several  official  positions, 
having  been  a member  of  the  board  of  education 
for  fifteen  years,  and  in  1879  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Legislature.  This  session  'was  espe- 
cially remarkable  for  the  number  of  prominent 
men  then  serving  as  representatives,  such  as 
Henry  C.  Robison,  of  Hartford,  P.  T.  Barnum, 
and  others. 


DAVID  TERRY  WINTON,  the  manager  and 

^ editor  of  the  Bridgeport  Morning  Union . is 

descended  on  both  sides  from  sturdy  New  Eng- 
land stock,  from  ancestors  long  identified  with 
the  growth  and  development  of  Fairfield  county. 

James  H.  Winton,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a resident  of  the  town  of  Bridge- 
port. James  Winton.  the  grandfather,  owned 
and  operated  a large  tannery  in  the  vicinity  of 
“Horse  Tavern,”  in  the  same  town.  He  was 
born  April  12,  177S,  and  died  March  26,  1857. 
On  November  18,  1805,  he  was  married  to  Par- 
themia,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Ann  Seeley. 


She  was  born  July  26,  1784,  and  died  April  13, 
1850.  To  this  marriage  came  children  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Anna  Maria,  born  April  17,  1808,  mar- 
ried Aaron  Summers.  They  lived  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  old  homestead  throughout  their  lifetime. 
Anna  Maria  died  December  30,  1887.  (2)  Eliza- 
beth Emily,  born  August  25,  1809,  married  Philo 
Baldwin.  She  died  January  30,  1 888.  (3)  Char- 
ity Susan,  born  June  6,  i8n,  married  Samuel 
Baldwin.  She  died  August  20,  1884.  One  of 
their  daughters  married  Elliott  Peck,  of  the  firm 
(in  days  gone  by)  of  Sterling  & Peck,  of  Bridge- 
port. (4)  Ebenezer  Seeley,  born  October  6, 
1813.  married  November  30,  1831,  Hannah  Maria 
Downes.  He  died  November  10,  1867,  his  death 
being  the  result  of  a kick  from  a horse.  (5) 
Louisa  Augusta,  born  August  4,  1816,  was  mar- 
ried November  17,  1839,  to  Eli  Lyon.  They 
went  to  Michigan  and  reared  a large  family. 
She  died  April  16,  1888.  (6)  George  Hoadley, 

born  September  6,  t8i8,  married  February  19, 
1845,  Betsey  Reed,  of  Redding.  He  died  Sep- 
tember 21,  1875.  (7)  Mary  Rebecca,  born  April 
6,  1821,  married  Isaac  Beach,  and  moved  to 
Michigan,  where  she  still  lives,  being  the  only 
member  of  the  family  surviving.  (8)  Andrew 
Leavenworth  is  referred  to  at  length  farther  on. 
(9)  Charles  Carroll,  born  December  6,  1824, 
died  January  12,  1849.  (10)  David  Beardsley, 

born  November  20,  1827,  died  January  19,  1849. 

The  late  Andrew  Leavenworth  Winton, 
whose  sad  death  occurred  at  Bridgeport,  on  July 
29,  1892,  having  been  killed  by  the  cars  while 
endeavoring  to  quiet  a fractious  horse  he  was 
driving,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the 
older  citizens  of  Bridgeport.  Born  November 
20,  1822,  at  the  old  Winton  homestead,  the  lad, 
at  the  early  age  of  fourteen,  went  to  Easton, 
where  he  attended  the  academy  through  the 
winters  and  worked  on  a farm  during  the  sum- 
mers. At  nineteen  he  began  his  career  as  a 
school  teacher,  engaging  in  the  work  several  sea- 
sons. When  twenty-two  he  for  a time  was  asso- 
ciated in  a store  at  Easton  with  a brother,  and 
in  the  spring  following  he  began  business  for 
himself,  starting  a store  on  temperance  princi- 
ples, on  account  of  its  intemperance  in  the  place 
“ Devil’s  Den,”  and  succeeded  in  business,  leav- 
ing the  place  at  the  end  of  eight  years  without  a 
grog  shop  in  it.  We  next  find  him  at  Sauga- 
tuck,  where  in  1853  he  built  a store  and  resi- 
dence. A man  of  tact  and  excellent  judgment 
and  business  ability,  he  left  Saugatuck  after  a 
period  of  thirteen  years  with  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars.  For  three  years  thereafter  he 
j operated  very  successfully  a flouring-mill  some 
I two  miles  above  Westport,  and  in  1863  he  per- 
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manently  located  at  Bridgeport,  purchasing  the 
Berkshire  mills,  which  were  very  much  out  of 
repair.  He  took  great  pride  in  this  property 
and  expended  thousands  of  dollars  in  its  improve- 
ment until  the  mills  were  commodious  and  mod- 
ern, and  to  this  business  he  gave  the  balance  of 
his  life.  The  history  of  the  mills  is  that  a custom- 
mill  was  built  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  in 
1783  by  William  Pixlee  and  James  French,  while 
in  1792  it  was  secured  to  them  by  charter.  This 
was  afterward  bought  by  a Mr.  Penny,  who  built 
the  present  mill  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and 
did  a large  business  in  kiln-dried  meal  for  the 
West  Indies.  Gen.  Enoch  Foote  became  the 
next  proprietor;  his  successor  was  James  Porter, 
who  bought  the  property,  and  while  in  his  hands 
the  dam  and  the  east-side  mill  were  carried  away 
in  a flood.  The  dam  was  re-built,  but  not  the 
east-side  mill.  The  mill  was  owned  afterward 
successively  by  Anson  Ryan,  Wasson  & Craft, 
Ryan  & Wells  and  Mr.  Winton. 

Mr.  Winton  was  an  earnest  and  consistent 
Christian,  and  an  ardent  temperance  advocate. 
He  had  been  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  since  1842,  and  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Park  Street  Church  of  that  denomination, 
in  which  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  held  the  of- 
fice of  senior  deacon.  He  was  a man  of  strict 
integrity,  honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  and 
though  stern  and  firm  he  had  a kind  heart,  and 
was  generous  though  quiet  and  devoid  of  show 
in  his  gifts.  A man  of  force  and  strong  charac- 
ter, he  was  not  without  enemies,  yet  was  ad- 
mired for  his  straightforward  course.  One  al- 
ways knew  where  to  find  him.  Full  of  energy 
and  ambition,  he  made  and  lost  many  thousand 
dollars. 

On  November  24,  1847,  Mr.  Winton  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Esther  Gorham,  and  there 
were  born  to  them  the  following  children:  Fred- 
erick Norman,  August  2,  1852,  died  July  15, 
1857;  David  Terry  is  referred  to  farther  on;  and 
Andrew  Lincoln,  born  January  26,  1864,  who 
was  graduated  at  the  Bridgeport  High  School, 
and  in  1884  at  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of 
Yale  College,  is  now  chief  chemist  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Agricultural  Experiment  Station  in  New 
Haven,  with  which  he  has  been  identified  since 
his  graduation.  He  is  at  this  time  president  of 
the  Association  of  Official  Agricultural  Chemists 
of  the  United  States. 

David  Terry  Winton,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  May  20,  1859,  at  Sauga- 
tuck.  Conn.  He  attended  the  private  school  of 
Emory  F.  Strong  at  Bridgeport,  the  Sedgwick 
Institute  at  Great  Barrington,  the  Park  Avenue 
Institute  at  Bridgeport,  and  the  Norwich  Univer- 


sity at  Northfield,  Vt.  His  first  newspaper  ex- 
perience was  in  1877  during  his  stay  in  North- 
field,  where  he  was  special  correspondent  for  the 
Northfield  News.  For  a period  after  leaving 
school  in  1879  he  traveled  in  the  West  and 
South,  in  Texas  and  throughout  Mexico.  Re- 
turning to  Bridgeport,  in  1 881,  he  was  contented 
for  probably  a year,  then  again  went  to  the  West, 
where  at  various  points  throughout  Illinois,  In- 
diana and  Michigan  for  some  ten  years  he  de- 
voted himself  to  the  newspaper  business.  In 
1892  he  returned  to  Bridgeport,  and  has  since 
been  identified  with  its  interests.  For  several 
years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  publication 
of  the  Morning  bmon  in  different  capacities,  and 
is  now  its  directing  head.  With  a natural  taste 
and  aptitude  for  newspaper  work,  and  the  prac- 
tical experience  travel  and  contact  with  the  world 
has  given  him,  coupled  with  his  energy  and  ca- 
pacity for  work,  Mr,  Winton  is  making  a success 
in  his  calling..  He  has  taken  hold  of  the  Union , 
and  is  making  out  of  it  a newsy  paper,  one  of  the 
great  advertising  mediums  of  the  Park  City.  The 
paper,  established  some  fifteen  years  ago  by 
Frederick  A.  Bartlett  and  Charles  O Cain,  is 
typographically  speaking  one  of  the  neatest  pa- 
pers in  the  State.  It  is  a seven-column,  eight- 
page  journal  published  daily  (Sundays  excepted) 
by  the  Morning  Union  Company,  of  which  Fred- 
erick A.  Bartlett  is  president. 

On  November  19,  1898,  David  Terry  Winton 
was  married  to  Rosamond  C.  Zwisler,  a native 
of  New  York  City,  and  a daughter  of  Dr.  Will- 
iam C.  and  Catherine  Dorothy  (Kraussman) 
Zwisler,  the  latter  of  whom  is  deceased. 

Ebenezer  and  Ann  Seeley,  the  great-grand- 
parents of  David  Terry  Winton,  were  born  Jan- 
uary 10,  1761,  and  July  15,  1762,  respectively, 
and  were  married  November  7,  1782.  Their 
death  occurred  May  21,  1842,  and  April  1 9> 
1813,  respectively. 

Lieutenant  Nathaniel  Seeley,  from  whom 
many  of  the  Fairfield  county  Seeleys  sprang,  was 
the  son  of  Robert  Seeley,  who  was  made  a free- 
man of  the  Massachusetts  Colony  May  18,  1631. 
Lieutenant  Seeley  was  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in 
1646,  whence  he  removed  to  Fairfield,  and  was 
made  a freeman  in  1647. 

Mary  Esther  (Gorham)  Winton,  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  born  July  22.  1829,  died  January 
16,  1889.  She  was  a daughter  of  Isaac  (3)  and 
Adeline  E.  (Bennett)  Gorham,  born,  he  on  March 
10,  1802,  and  she  on  October  28,  1804.  They 
were  married  October  24,  1821,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 19,  1881,  and  April  3,  1884,  respectively. 
They  had  two  children,  the  other  being  George 
M.,  born  November  15,  1822. 
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From  one  Joseph  Gorham,  son  of  James 
Gorham,  of  Barnstable,  Mass.,  came  many  of 
the  name  who  have  lived  in  Fairfield  county. 
Joseph  Gorham  was  in  Stratford  as  early  as 
,7,S-  

H[ON.  HOBART  RUTLEDGE  WHEELER 
[ is  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  influential 
citizens  of  Trumbull,  having  valuable  real-estate 
holdings  in  that  town  and  in  Bridgeport.  His 
winters  are  spent  in  the  city  of  Bridgeport,  while 
in  the  summer  he  removes  to  his  pleasant  country 
residence  in  the  town  of  Trumbull.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of 
the  public  and  for  years  has  been  a leading 
worker  m the  Democratic  party,  serving  at  one 
from  Trumbu,]  in  the 

,J?r'  WJheeler  belongs  to  a well-known  pioneer 
0 ' yLand  15  of  the  eighth  generation  in  descent 
fZ  f TT  Ephralm  Wheeler,  who  came 

baWvEni,lndD  1 an,earIy  da,e  in  company,  pro- 
1 ‘ ft  Rev-  John  Jones  and  party.  He 

Ldel  £?“*  5°nC°rd’  MaSS"  wherehe  was 
cam.  m F finuarCuh  *3’  l639.  *"d  in  .644  he 
colony  l th'S  uC°Unty’  With  Mr-  J°nes’ 

child, 'if  not  two*  "Z'e*  ^ 3 ^ a"d  °"e 
colonv  arnn'  • , e became  prominent  in  the 

was  i!l„,^Ulr!nR  a .ars?  amount  of  land,  which 
1669  OnOc/Z'8  'a'11'  dated  SePtember  22, 
inventoried  S 1°  if  S*70'  his  estate  ”a* 
sterling,  eighteen  shilr^  andtwenty-six  Pounds 
,fi8i  his  widow  no  H . gS  and  SixPence.  and  in 
He  had  eleven  chilH  ?”  7°6  aCreS  of  land‘ 


was  not  twenty  onpbrUaryr 7'  '7>2;  Samuel,  who 
and  Ephraim.y  °ne >'ears of  age m 1669;  Timothy; 

'ineof  JeS  ^.^eler,  the  next  in  the 
ceived  (rom  , h w,e  are  now  tracing,  re- 
12,  l673  a bilifn,  °Win  °f  Fairfield-  on  February 
i"K  to  the  cusSmeof0tthnd  P3StUre  lot’  accord’ 
holders.  This  tract  ]9  he  luWn  Wltb  new  house 
15  n°w  Park  avenue  I-h®"  ‘.u®  WeSt  S'de  of  wbat 
street’  and  it  was’n  d Vlcinity  of  State 
S,ead-  He  also  receS  bJ  him  » a home- 
amount  of  real  estate  Lh°k  h'S  parents  a large 
^rmer-  His  interest's  fd  b*came  a well-to-do 
*en  horn  the  fact  that  he  re  lglous  Pr°gress  is 
r"e  members  0f  thl  sLTVZ*  °f  the  first 
SUrChc  He  married  and  Congregational 
Rp“c;  Samuel;  Sarah  whn^  “I®"  children: 
l becca  (Mrs.  Bentmin  FKmarned  John  Odell; 
mart,ed  Henry  |a£”‘"  Sberma”);  Mary,  who 
> Jackson;  Experience,  wife  of 


Samuel  Sherwood;  and  Mercy,  who  married 
Capt.  David  Sherwood. 

III.  Isaac  Wheeler  resided  in  Fairfield,  and 

on  April  18,  1698,  his  estate  was  inventoried  at 
four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  pounds,  nine  shill- 
ings and  five  pence.  He  married,  and  had  three- 
children:  Isaac,  born  in  1692;  Ebenezer,  1694; 

and  Elizabeth,  1696. 

IV.  Ebenezer  Wheeler  made  his  home  in 

Stratford,  and  his  estate  was  distributed  June  12, 
'747  or  ’48.  He  married  Abigail  Edwards,  and 
had  five  children:  Ebenezer,  born  February  21, 

1732,  died  April  27,  1735;  Sarah,  who  died  July 
29.  >7 331  and  Mary;  Rebecca;  and  John. 

V.  John  Wheeler  was  born  in  1738,  and  was 
married  January  26,  1761,  to  Esther  Nallett,  born 
January  1,  1745.  They  had  three  children: 
Ebenezer,  born  February  11,  1765;  David,  born 
in  August,  1767;  and  John  M.,  our  subject’s 
grandfather. 

VI.  John  M.  Wheeler  was  born  January  7, 
1769.  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Trumbull,  where 
he  followed  agriculture.  He  married  Ann  Walk- 
er, who  was  born  July  n,  1774.  the  daughter  of 
Eliakim  Walker,  and  they  had  three  children: 
Melissa,  born  in  179 7;  Walker,  born  January  21, 
1803;  and  Ebenezer. 

VII.  Ebenezer  Wheeler  was  born  November 
18,  1812,  in  Trumbull.  He  always  took  a lively 
interest  in  all  the  affairs  of  his  town,  holding  va- 
rious town  offices,  and  was  a member  of  the  State 
Legislature  in  1853.  He  was  an  active  member 

i of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Long  Hill,  being 
warden  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  died  Sep- 
tember 17,  1887.  On  February  20,  1840,  he 
married  Miss  Cordelia  Mallett,  and  they  had  two 
sons,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  elder.  Hon. 
Wilmot  C.  Wheeler,  born  March  ii,  1848,  is  a 
prominent  citizen  of  the  town  of  Trumbull,  and 
has  devoted  much  attention  to  agriculture.  He 
has  served  as  a representative  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature, and  is  active  in  religious  work  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  married  Miss 
Sarah  Curtis,  daughter  of  Peter  Curtis,  of  Strat- 
ford. 

VIII.  Hon.  Hobart  R.  Wheeler  was  born 
November  20,  1840,  and  his  education  was  be- 
gun in  the  schools  of  Trumbull  and  New  Britain, 
Conn.  Later  he  attended  school  in  New  York 
State,  but  has  always  maintained  his  residence 
in  his  native  county.  He  married  Miss  Antion- 
ette  S.  Fairchild,  daughter  of  Daniel  Fairchild, 
of  Trumbull,  and  two  children  have  brightened 
their  home:  (1)  Edith  Anna,  born  July  2,  1867, 

married  Charles  Mallett  Cole,  and  has  one  son, 
Hobart  F.  (2)  Daniel  Fairchild,  born  March 
28,  1872,  resides  with  his  parents. 
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FLATT  PRICE,  now  living  retired  in  his 
__  beautiful  home  at  Norwalk,  has  spent  a use- 
ful and  active  life,  the  greater  portion  of  which 
has  been  passed  in  the  beautiful  New  England 
city  where  he  now  lives. 

Mr.  Price  was  born  February  16,  1822,  and 
passed  the  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life  on  a farm 
and  attending  the  local  schools.  In  1838  he 
left  the  sunny  sands  of  Huntington,  N.  Y.,  and 
came  to  Norwalk,  where  he  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade.  For  six  years  he  followed  this  trade, 
mastering  the  details  and  becoming  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  requisites  for  good  work  in  that 
line.  He  then  entered  the  contracting  and 
building  business  for  himself,  later  taking  Henry 
Allen  as  a partner.  This  partnership  lasted  for 
twenty-seven  years,  or  until  1873,  when  the  firm 
dissolved  partnership,  Mr.  Price  continuing  the 
business  alone.  In  1886  he  retired  from  the 
active  cares  of  commercial  life.  Nearly  half  a 
century  of  almost  unvaried  success  at  his  calling, 
is  a record  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud.  The 
many  contracts  that  came  to  him  bear  witness 
that  his  dealing  was  as  straight  and  honorable  as 
his  buildings  were  true.  But  with  all  his  busi- 
ness care  and  responsibilities  he  found  time  to 
keep  well  informed  on  all  topics  of  the  day,  and 
to  take  a very  active  part  in  all  the  political 
world  about  him.  He  was  first  a Whig,  then  a 
Republican,  lastly  a Democrat,  and  has  been 
honored  many  times  by  being  elected  to  various 
offices:  Three  times  a member  of  the  board  of 

burgesses;  in  1872  elected  selectmen  by  the 
Democrats,  and  twice  re-elected;  in  1885-86 
represented  his  district  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  he  has  held  a number  of  minor  offices.  In 
all  of  these  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
office  he  has  held  with  strict  fidelity  and  impar- 
tiality. No  petty  partisanship  biased  his  deci- 
sion; as  a representative  of  the  people  he  treated 
all  alike,  and  won  the  honest  respect  and  esteem 
of  all  parties. 

In  1847  Mr.  Price  was  married  to  Miss 
Deborah  Crossman,  a daughter  of  Newell  Cross- 
man,  of  Norwalk.  She  died  shortly  afterward, 
leaving  no  children.  Five  years  after  her  death 
Mr.  Price  was  again  married,  this  time  to  Miss 
Eliza  Ann  Richards,  a native  of  Fairfield  county, 
and  to  this  union  have  come  four  children  to 
bless  and  comfort  the  declining  years  of  their 
parents:  Henry  P.,  cashier  of  the  National 

Bank  of  Norwalk;  Hattie  A.,  wife  of  John  A. 
Camp,  manager  and  part  owner  of  a clothing 
store  in  South  Norwalk;  Edgar  T. , a hatter  in 
Norwalk;  and  George  L.,  a clerk  in  the  clothing 
store  of  his  brother-in-law.  In  his  social  rela- 
tions Mr.  Price  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  a member  of 


the  Lodge  that  was  organized  in  1842,  he  joining 
in  1844;  in  this  order  he  has  held  nearly  every 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  Lodge  as  well  as  the 
Encampment;  for  twenty  years  he  was  a trustee 
of  the  local  Lodge.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  being  initiated  some  thirty- 
five  years  ago.  Greatly  interested  in  educational 
matters,  he  has  aided  the  development  of  the 
public  schools  by  being  one  of  the  energetic 
members  of  the  school  committee  for  years. 
Nearly  thirty  years  ago  he  became  a steward  of 
the  Norwalk  M.  E.  Church,  and  so  faithfully  has 
he  filled  the  office  that  in  spite  of  advancing 
years  he  is  still  urged  to  retain  the  office.  Now 
on  the  shaded  street,  West  avenue,  he  is  passing 
his  days  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  competency  won 
by  the  toil  of  his  early  years,  respected  and  hon- 
ored by  all  who  know  him,  and  the  twilight 
mystery  of  an  honorable  life  is  slowly  merging 
into  starry  night. 


EV.  EPHRAIM  L.  WHITCOME.  As  a 

faithful  exponent  of  the  Church  that  has 

survived  nearly  two  thousand  years  in  spite  of 
sect,  schism,  of  persecution  and  disruption,  we 
present  to  our  readers  a brief  sketch  of  the  Rev. 
E.  L.  Whitcome,  rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church  at 
Brookfield. 

Rev.  E.  L.  Whitcome  was  born  at  Townsend, 
Middlesex  Co  , Mass.,  November  3,  1832,  a son 
of  Nathaniel  Whitcome  and  his  wife  Sultina 
Lord.  Nathaniel  Whitcome  was  born  at  Ashby, 
Mass.,  and  was  educated  at  the  academy  at  New 
Ipswich,  N.  H.  Alter  graduating  he  taught 
school  for  a number  of  years;  but  his  fondness 
for  rural  pursuits  caused  him  to  lay  aside  the 
practice  of  pedagogics  and  to  take  up  agriculture 
as  a life  work.  He  married  Sultina  Lord,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
Rev.  Whitcome  is  the  eldest  living;  the  others 
were:  Martin,  who  lives  at  Townsend  Center; 

Silas,  who  resides  at  Nashua,  N.  H.;  George  L., 
of  Townsend,  Mass.,  a member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, where  he  serves  as  chairman  of  the  Agricul- 
tural committee;  jefferson  (deceased),  who,  as  a 
member  of  the  Thirty-third  Mass.  V.  I.,  served 
through  the  Civil  war;  and  Mary,  deceased  wife 
of  Elisha  Phinney,  M.  D. 

Rev.  Ephraim  L.  Whitcome  passed  his  early 
days  at  his  home  in  Townsend,  and  acquired  his 
elementary  education  in  the  public  schools,  later 
attending  Kimball  Union  Academy  at  Meriden, 
N.  H.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  ’59.  He  then  began  his  theological 
studies  at  Nashua,  N H.,  under  Rev.  William 
S.  Perry,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  D.C.L.,  late  Bishop  of 
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Iowa,  and  continued  them  at  Norwich,  Conn., 
under  Rev.  David  Francis  Banks.  On  May  27, 
1863,  in  Trinity  Church,  Northfield,  N.  H.,  he 
was  ordained  Deacon  by  Rt.  Rev.  Carlton  Chase, 
D.  D.,  Bishop  of  New  Hampshire,  and  on  July  1 
12,  1868,  in  Christ's  Church,  Norwich,  Conn.,  1 
he  was  ordained  to  the  Priesthood  by  Rt.  Rev. 
John  Williams,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Bishop  of  Con- 
necticut. During  the  years  he  served  as  Deacon 
he  had  charge  of  services  at  the  Chapel  of  St. 
Paul’s  School  at  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  later,  or 
from  February  28,  1864,  to  October  J,  1869,  he 
was  in  charge  of  Grace  Chapel  at  Yantic,  Conn. 
From  that  time  to  February  1,  1S77,  he  was 
rector  of  St.  John's  Parish,  North  Haven,  Conn., 
and  in  that  year  came  to  Brookfield,  as  rector  of 
St.  Paul’s  Church,  Brookfield  Centre.  Since 
1878  he  has  voluntarily  taken  on  himself  the 
additional  burden  of  the  mission  at  Southville,  in 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  holds  services  on 
Sunday  p.  m.  each  two  weeks.  In  February, 
1883,  he  began  mission  work  in  Brookfield,  hav- 
ing service  there  each  Sunday  evening. 

Rev.  Whitcome  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was  Miss 
Louisa  A.  Thrasher,  a native  of  Crown  Point,  N. 


November  21,  1727,  to  Eunice  Staples,  of  Fair- 
field,  this  county. 

Zachariah  Clarke  (2)  was  also  a native  of 
Stratford,  born  in  May,  17 39,  but  a large  portion 
of  his  life  was  spent  in  Zoar  District,  town  of  New- 
town, where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 
Physically,  he  was  strong  and  active,  and,  as  he 
was  an  excellent  manager,  he  acquired  a hand- 
some property,  consisting  mainly  of  real  estate 
in  Newtown  township.  Like  all  of  his  family, 
he  was  public-spirited,  and  he  took  a prominent 
part  in  local  affairs.  On  February  4,  1761,  he 
married  Mary  Bacon,  who  was  born  in  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  July  13,  1737,  and  died  in  Zoar, 
November  29,  1800.  His  death  occurred  August 
12,  1831,  when  he  was  in  his  ninety-third 
year.  In  his  will,  which  bears  the  date  of  Jan- 
uary 30,  1825,  he  makes  a generous  bequest  to  a 
slave  named  Asa,  and  also  mentions  the  following 
children:  James;  Zachariah,  of  whom  an  ac- 
count is  given  below;  Andrew;  Daniel;  Mahit- 
abel,  wife  of  Philo  Sherman;  Hannah,  wife  of 
Elias  Beardsley;  Esther,  who  did  not  marry, 
Pamelia,  wife  of  David  Beardsley,  who  resided 
in  Tioga  county,  N.  Y. ; and  Polly,  wife  of  Isaac 
Beardsley.  Each  of  the  sons  received  a farm. 


Y.,  died  November  6,  1873,  at  North  Haven, 
leaving  two  children  to  the bereaved  father  s care, 
namely:  Susan  L. ; and  Francis  Banks,  who  is 
now  rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Parish,  Poughkeepsie,  N. 
Y.  (he  married  Mary  E.  Lewis,  of  Annandale,  N. 
Y.,  and  has  one  child — Louise  Jane).  On  May  4, 
1876,  our  subject  was  wedded  to  his  second  wife, 
Caroline  E.  Bishop,  a daughter  of  Harley  Bish- 
op and  his  wife  Mary  Ann  (Moodvj  Bishop. 
Socially,  Rev.  Whitcome  is  a member  of  Corin- 
thian Lodge  No.  103,  of  North  Ford,  Conn.,  F. 
& A.  M.,  and  of  Housatonic  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  Masons,  New  Milford,  Conn.  In  the  twenty 
years  of  his  rectorate  at  St.  Paul’s  he  has  grown 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  not  only  of  his  own 
parish,  but  in  those  of  all  denominations,  untir- 
ing in  his  labors,  cheering  the  sorrowful,  raising 
up  those  who  fall,  and  in  all  ways  practicing  and 
preaching  from  that  divine  word  “ Charity.  ’’ 

CLARKE  FAMILY.  James  Clarke  (1)  was  an 
early  settler  at  New  Haven,  Conn.  James 
Clarke  (2),  the  first  of  the  family  to  locate  in 
Fairfield  county,  was  married  about  1662  to  De- 
borah Peacock,  of  Stratford,  and  made  his  home 
in  that  town.  James  Clarke  (3),  a son  of  James 
(2)  and  his  wife  Deborah,  was  born  in  Stratford 
February  12,  1664,  and  was  married  May  24, 
>698,  to  Jane  Griffin.  Zachariah  Clarke  (t),  a 
son  of  James  (3;  and  Jane  (Griffin)  Clarke,  was 
born  in  Stratford,  June  8,  1702,  and  was  married 


and  with  the  exception  of  Daniel,  who  settled  in 
Southbury,  Conn.,  they  all  remained  in  New- 
town and  engaged  in  agriculture. 

Hon.  Zachariah  Clarke  was  born  in  1771,  and 
died  in  1846.  In  early  manhood  he  made  his 
home  upon  a farm  in  the  western  part  of  New- 
town township,  but  in  1828  he  purchased  the 
Griffin  farm,  an  estate  of  too  acres,  near  New- 
town village,  and  his  remaining  days  were  spent 
there.  He  was  a thrifty  man,  successful  in  hi* 
enterprises,  and  was  always  interested  in  any- 
thing that  seemed  to  promise  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity. He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  was  also  a leader  in  political 
movements  in  the  locality',  serving  for  some  time 
as  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  representing  the 
town  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1821.  Dur- 
ing the  greater  portion  of  his  life  he  was  a Jack- 
sonian Democrat,  but  in  the  famous  “log-cabin 
campaign”  he  supported  the  Whig  party.  Hi? 
wife,  Hannah  (Toucey),  who  died  in  1844,  was  a 
sister  of  Hon.  Oliver  Toucey,  and  an  aunt  of 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey,  formerly  Governor  of  Con- 
necticut, United  States  Senator,  and  a member 
of  two  Presidential  cabinets.  They  had  a familv 
of  eight  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Sally,  born 
March  2.  1795,  married  Daniel  Connelly,  and 
died  in  1865.  (2)  Oliver,  born  October  19,  1797, 
was  clerking  in  New  York  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  on  April  22,  1816,  and  was  buried  there 


in  the  Twenty  - second  street  cemetery.  (3 
Maria,  born  March  15,  1801,  married  (first 
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Harry  Hawley,  of  Ridgefield,  this  county,  and 
(second)  Rufus  Skidmore;  she  died  May  17, 
1874.  (4)  Walter,  and  (5)  Charles,  sketches  of 
whom  follow.  (6)  Emma,  born  November  Ii, 
1806,  married  William  Hill,  of  Redding,  this 
county,  a son  of  John  R.  Hill;  she  died  Febru- 
ary 6,  1886.  (7)  William,  and  (8)  Philo,  sketches 
of  whom  follow. 

Walter  Clarke  was  born  September  16, 
1802,  in  Newtown,  where  his  life  was  spent.  In 
addition  to  the  management  or  his  large  farm  he 
was  engaged  for  about  forty  years  in  surveying, 
and  at  one  time  he  held  the  office  of  county  sur- 
veyor. As  a citizen,  he  was  greatly  respected, 
his  firmness  and  decision  of  character  being 
balanced  by  excellent  judgment  and  high  moral 
principle.  Fond  of  reading,  he  acquired  a wide 
knowledge  of  the  best  literature,  while  in  mathe- 
matical lines  his  ability  was  considered  remark- 
able, difficult  problems  having  been  referred  to 
him  at  times  by  college  professors.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian,  and  for  many  years 
he  served  as  warden  of  Trinity  Church,  New- 
town. In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  and  later 
a Democrat,  and  in  1855  he  represented  New- 
town in  the  State  Legislature.  He  married  Miss 
Dima  Ann  Beers,  daughter  of  Eli  Beers,  a mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Newtown.  Mr. 
Clarke  died  November  1,  1876,  and  his  wife  fol- 
lowed him  to  the  grave  September  2,  1881. 
They  had  three  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
adult  age:  Eli  B.,  a merchant  in  Bridgeport, 
died  September  10,  1855,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six;  he  was  a young  man  of  many  sterling  quali- 
ties. Edwin  is  mentioned  farther  on.  EmmaJ. 
was  married,  May  24,  1865,  to  the  late  George 
B.  Peck,  of  Newtown,  who  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  as  a manufacturer  of 
gas  fixtures;  he  died  August  10,  1875,  leaving 
four  children — Samuel  Clarke,  born  April  24, 
1866,  died  June  13,  1896;  Walter  Toucey,  born 
May  11,  1871;  Elizabeth  Faverweather,  born 
October  12,  1872;  and  Susan  Emma,  born  May 
28,  1874.  Although  George  B.  Peck  and  his 
son,  Samuel  C.,  died  when  scarcely  past  thirty, 
their  lives  had  already  given  promise  of  more 
than  ordinary  usefulness,  as  both  were  men  of 
upright  character,  and  possessed  remarkable 
business  ability  and  acumen. 

Charles  Clarke,  who  died  December  20, 
1854,  aged  fifty  years,  was  born  April  2.  1804,  | 
was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  in  his  early 
manhood  was  engaged  in  school  teaching.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  on  a farm  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  old  Sherman  homestead,  in  South  Centre 
District,  Newtown,  which  was  ever  afterward  his 
home.  In  1847  and  1848  he  was  a selectman  of 
the  town.  He  married  Betsey  Ann,  daughter  of 


Wheeler  Fairchild,  and  had  children  as  follows: 
Robert  T.,  Emily,  (Rev.  Dr.)  Sylvester,  Eliza- 
beth, Charles  Walter  and  William  Henry,  all 
now  deceased  except  Sylvester,  who  is  residing 
in  Bridgeport,  Conn.  The  mother  of  these  died 
July  24,  1S57,  aged  forty-eight  years. 

William  Clarke,  born  March  14,  1814, 
in  Newtown,  married  Elizabeth  Lewis,  of  Mon- 
roe. His  death  occurred  in  1869,  in  New 
York  City.  In  1840  Mr.  Clarke  was  a merchant 
of  Sandy  Hook.  He  was  a partner  of  David  H. 
Johnson,  but  after  the  firm  failed,  in  the  crash  of 
1837,  he  came  on  the  west  side  of  the  stream 
and  did  business.  Later  he  went  to  Fawn  River, 
Ind.,  where  he  did  a general  milling  business,  at 
the  same  time  conducting  a store  at  Sturgis. 
Mich.  He  was  very  successful  there,  and  finally 
returning  to  New  York,  honorably  sought  out 
and  settled  all  old  claims  against  him  in  full, 
having  paid  only  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar  when 
he  failed  while  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Johnson. 
He  died  at  New  York,  and  was  the  first  person 
buried  from  New  Trinity  church,  Newtown. 

Philo  Clarke  was  for  many  years  a leading 
resident  of  Newtown,  and  his  death,  on  March  3, 
1897,  produced  a deep  and  lasting  sense  of  loss 
in  the  community  which  had  so  long  regarded 
him  as  a trusted  counselor  and  friend.  His  men- 
tal acumen  and  upright,  manly  character  com- 
manded universal  respect  and  confidence,  while 
even  the  casual  acquaintance  felt  the  influence  of 
his  unfailing  courtesy  and  gentleness,  the  fruit  of 
his  genuine  kindliness  of  heart.  Born  July  1 3» 
1818,  in  Flat  Swamp  District,  Newtown,  Mr. 
Clarke  attended  the  public  schools  of  Newtown 
for  a time,  also  a private  school  conducted  by  a 
son  of  Rev.  Dr.  Burhans,  improving  these  op- 
portunities so  well  that  when  sixteen  he  was 
qualified  to  teach.  For  eleven  years  he  taught 
successfully  in  his  native  town  during  the  winter 
seasons,  his  summers  being  devoted  to  farm 
work  at  the  homestead.  After  his  father's  death 


he  gave  up  teaching,  and  gave  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  agriculture,  in  which  his  well-directed 
industry  gained  him  substantial  rewards.  For 
about  half  a century  he  resided  upon  his  farm 
near  Newtown,  one  of  the  most  pleasant  home- 
steads of  the  vicinity.  On  account  of  his  sound 
judgment  and  integrity  he  was  chosen  fre- 
quently as  trustee  and  administrator  of  estates, 
and  in  1SS4  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
Newtown  Savings  Bank,  to  succeed  Simeon  B. 
Peck.  He  was  often  urged  to  take  political 
office,  but  he  showed  no  inclination  for  public 
life,  although  he  was  a firm  supporter  of  Repub- 
lican principles,  and  voted  that  ticket  from  the 
organization  of  the  party,  in  1856.  In  1860  he 
was  made  the  candidate  of  the  party  for  State 
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Senator,  and  in  1862,  when  again  mentioned  for 
the  place,  he  declined  in  favor  of  John  B.  Peck, 
thinking,  with  characteristic  humility,  that  the 
latter  would  be  the  more  popular,  and  would 
stand  a better  chance  of  overcoming  the  over- 
whelming Democratic  majority  in  the  town.  In 
all  local  movements  of  a non-political  nature 
Mr.  Clarke  was  a generous  and  efficient  helper, 
and  he  was  especially  active  in  religious  work  as 
a member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  of  New- 
town, in  which  he  held  the  office  of  vestryman 
for  many  years. 

In  1843  Mr.  Clarke  married  Miss  Sarah 
Minerva  Beers,  of  Brookfield,  this  county,  a 
daughter  of  Alonzo  Beers,  and  granddaughter  of 
Eli  Beers,  well-known  citizens  of  the  early  times. 
Three  children  blessed  this  union:  Hannah 

Sophia,  born  August  17,  1845.  who  married  L. 
Burtus  Booth,  of  Newtown,  and  has  one  child — 
Philo  Clarke,  born  December  25,  1886;  Emma 
Frances,  born  August  18,  1849,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years;  and  Flora  M.,  born  in 
October,  1856,  who  married  Alfred  Walker,  a 
druggist  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.,  and  has  one  child, 
Clarke  Skidmore,  born  October  17,  1893. 

Edwin  Clarke  (deceased),  son  of  Walter 
(above),  was  born  September  22,  1832,  at  the 
old  home  in  Newtown,  and  during  the  early  years 
of  his  life  he  was  interested  in  stock  farming. 
About  1878  he  engaged  in  business  in  New  York 
City  as  a cotton  broker,  but  continued  to  reside 
in  Fairfield  county,  making  daily  trips  to  the 
metropolis.  In  1887  he  removed  to  Norwalk, 
where  he  had  a pleasant  home,  and  he  and  his 
wife  were  identified  with  the  best  social  circles 
of  that  city.  On  November  7,  1854,  Mr.  Clarke 
married  Miss  Nancy  Beers,  daughter  of  Ezekiel 
and  Sally  (Morris)  Beers,  prominent  residents  of 
Newtown.  She  died  September  13,  1869,  and 
on  May  to,  1877,  Mr.  Clarke  formed  a second 
matrimonial  union,  this  time  with  Miss  Mattie 
A.  Parker,  of  Louisville,  Ky. , whose  father,  Sam- 
uel Parker,  was  a native  of  Canajoharie,  N.  Y. 
By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Clarke  had  two  chil- 
dren: E.  Beers,  a resident  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. ; 
and  Miss  Julia,  who  is  at  home.  There  were 
two  children  by  the  second  union:  Mattie  Eu- 
genie, who  died  January  31,  1882;  and  Edwin 
P.,  now  a student  in  the  Norwalk  High  School. 
The  father  died  suddenly,  in  Norwalk,  of  heart 
disease  May,  16,  1899.  He  was  of  a quiet,  re- 
tiring disposition,  and  all  who  knew  him  well 
wished  ever  to  know  him  better. 

Mr.  Clarke  was  a firm  believer  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  Republican  party,  but  was  not  especially 
active  in  political  work.  He  belonged  to  a num-  1 
her  of  social  organizations,  including  the  Norwalk  I 


Club,  and  took  keen  interest  in  all  that  con- 
cerned the  welfare  of  the  community.  He  had 
been  a member  of  the  New’  York  Cotton  Ex- 
change for  twenty  years. 


MON.  HENRY  NICHOLS  FANTON,  who 

passed  away  September  4,  1898,  was  for 

many  years  one  of  Danbury’s  most  honored  citi- 
zens, prominent  alike  in  business,  social,  polit- 
ical and  military  affairs,  and  although  in  his  clos- 
ing years  less  active  than  of  yore,  he  was  not 
permitted  to  relinquish  the  position  in  public  life 
which  his  abilities  and  high  character  won  for 
him. 

Mr.  Fanton  came  of  good  old  Colonial  stock, 
tracing  his  descent  from  one  of  two  brothers  of 
the  name  who  came  from  France  at  an  early 
period  and  settled  in  Philadelphia.  They  were 
the  first  practical  dyers  by  chemical  process  to 
come  to  this  country.  One  of  these  brothers, 
our  subject’s  ancestor,  served  in  the  American 
army  throughout  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
afterward  located  in  western  Connecticut.  Hull 
and  Mary  Fanton,  the  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject, resided  at  Weston,  in  this  county,  and  his 
lather,  John  C.  Fanton,  was  born  there  in  1810, 
but  spent  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  in  Dan- 
bury, where  he  owned  a boot  and  shoe  store.  He 
died  in  1854,  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Dean),  who 
was  born  in  Redding,  Conn.,  in  1800,  passed 
away  in  1884.  They  had  five  children:  Thomas 
Collier,  Elizabeth  Jane  (now  Mrs.  Hiram  Knapp, 
of  Danbury),  Henry  N.,  John  Hull  and  My- 
ron S. 

Commander  Fanton,  our  subject,  was  born 
September  6,  1836,  at  New  Fairfield,  Conn., 
where  he  attended  the  district  schools  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  fourteen,  subsequently  work- 
ing for  some  time  on  his  father’s  farm.  He 
afterward  engaged  in  a general  building  and  mov- 
ing business,  as  a contractor,  and  was  thus  em- 
ployed when  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  in  which, 
in  1862,  he  enlisted,  becoming  a member  of 
Company  K,  23rd  Conn.  V.  I.,  for  one  year. 
At  the  end  of  the  first  month  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  second  sergeant,  which  he  held 
during  his  term  of  service.  His  regiment  took 
part  in  the  famous  expedition  under  General 
Banks,  and  among  his  most  important  engage- 
ments were  the  battles  at  Brashear  City,  La., 
now  Morgan  City,  and  at  Lafourche  Crossing, 
fifty  miles  from  New  Orleans.  He  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service  on  August  30,  1863,  and  on 
his  return  ho  roe  resumed  business  life,  settling 
I at  Danbury,  where  he  opened  a grocery.  After 
I conducting  the  same  for  ten  years  he  sold  it  and 
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formed  a partnership  with  his  brother,  John  H. 
Fanton,  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of  ma- 
chines and  machinery,  but  ill  health  compelled 
him  to  dispose  of  his  interest  in  1883,  his  brother 
purchasing  it.  Commander  Fanton  did  not  en- 
gage again  in  any  definite  business,  but  his  well- 
known  sagacity  was  called  to  the  aid  of  various 
enterprises  at  times,  and  for  some  time  he  super- 
vised some  gas- well  interests  in  Ohio  and  West 
Virginia. 

After  his  retirement  from  active  business,  in 
1883,  our  subject  traveled  extensively  in  the 
South  and  West,  many  of  his  experiences  being 
depicted  in  an  interesting  series  of  letters  pub- 
lished in  the  Danbury  News.  He  has  also  visited 
every  National  soldiers'  home  in  New  England, 
and  every  National  cemetery  where  the  dust  of 
the  gallant  defenders  of  the  Union  reposes.  In 
1881  he  was  appointed  a commissioner  to  the 
World’s  Fair  at  New  Orleans,  and  in  1882  he 
visited  that  city  on  an  errand  which  had  great 
influence  throughout  the  South  in  strengthening 
the  bond  of  fraternal  kindness  with  the  North. 
It  so  happened  that  after  the  war  there  came 
into  his  possession  a Confederate  flag,  which  had 
been  blessed  by  the  Roman  Catholic  bishop  of 
New  Orleans,  and  had  been  designed  with  spe- 
cial care,  as  some  Latin  inscriptions  upon  it 
showed.  Mr.  Fanton  wished  to  return  it  to  the 
owner,  who,  after  some  correspondence  with 
Governor  McEnery  of  Louisiana,  was  found  to 
be  no  less  a person  than  the  adjutant-general  of 
the  State,  formerly  captain  of  the  Washington 
Guard  Artillery,  C.  S.  A.  Having  made  known 
his  desire  to  restore  the  precious  memento  of  the 
••lost  cause,”  Mr.  Fanton  went  to  New  Orleans 
in  1882,  and  was  royally  received,  the  restora- 
tion taking  place  at  a public  meeting  presided 
over  by  the  mayor  of  the  city,  and  attended  by 
the  governor  and  his  staff.  During  the  two 
weeks  of  Commander  Fanton’s  stay  he  yvas 
feted  and  toasted  in  true  Southern  style. 

From  1868  Commander  Fanton  was  a mem- 
ber of  James  E.  Moore  Post  No.  18.  G.  A.  R., 
Department  of  Connecticut,  in  which  he  held 
various  offices  prior  to  1890,  having  served  as 
commander,  quartermaster  for  eight  years,  and 
three  times  as  delegate  to  the  National  encamp- 
ment. In  1889  he  was  elected  senior  vice-com- 
mander of  the  Department  of  Connecticut,  and 
in  1 890  was  chosen  commander  of  the  Connecti- 
cut organization.  He  took  an  active  interest  in 
the  State  militia  also,  and  in  1874  was  appointed 
bv  Governor  Andrews  as  one  of  three  com- 
missioners to  secure  permanent  grounds  for 
them,  the  result  of  their  labors  being  seen  in  the 
present  charming  location  at  Niantic.  For  three 


years  he  was  an  aide  on  General  Crawford’s  staff, 
and  for  two  years  he  was  quartermaster  of  the 
Fourth  Regiment. 

In  political  faith  Commander  Fanton  was  a 
steadfast  Republican,  and  his  popularity  success- 
fully endured  the  crucial  test  of  candidacy  for 
public  office.  In  1870  he  was  elected  to  the 
General  Assembly,  and  so  well  were  his  constitu- 
ents satisfied  with  his  work  as  a representative 
that  he  was  again  chosen  in  1871.  During  both 
years  he  was  secretary  of  the  committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  of  which  Colonel  Torrence,  of  Der- 
by (now  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Connecti- 
cut), was  appointed  chairman  in  1871,  and  at 
this  time  the  law  was  passed  providing  for  a 
change  from  the  old  system  of  eight  regiments  to 
the  preserft  plan  of  four.  In  the  last  year  of  his 
service  in  the  Assembly,  Mr.  Fanton  succeeded 
in  getting  an  appropriation  for  a new  jail  at  Dan- 
bury, an  undertaking  in  which  his  immediate 
predecessors  had  failed.  At  the  time  of  his  de- 
cease he  was  serving  as  one  of  the  assessors  of  the 
city  a position  he  held  for  several  terms. 

In  July,  1859,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lucy  A.  Barnum,  and  they  had 
one  son.  Henry  N.,  Jr.  Mrs.  Fanton  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Towner  and  Ann  (Hendrick)  Barnum,  of 
New  Fairfield,  who  were  both  descendants  of 
Revolutionary  soldiers. 


ISRAEL  HUSON  WILSON.  The  salubrious 
air  of  this  favored  region  is  certainly  condu- 
cive to  longevity,  and  we  are  fortunate  in  having 
among  us  many  to  whom  old  age  has  brought  its 
distinctive  blessings  of  wisdom  and  ripened  char- 
acter. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a well-known  resi- 
dent of  Bethel,  was  born  November  6,  1815,  in 
Danbury,  then  called  Bethel  Society,  and  his 
life  has  been  spent  in  this  section.  Samuel  Wil- 
son, his  grandfather,  was  a farmer  in  Putnam 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  Jeremiah  Wilson,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  that  county,  in  the 
town  of  Southeast,  on  April  I,  1795*  an(^  re* 
mained  there  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He 
learned  the  details  of  paper  manufacturing  at 
Putnam  Corners,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
went  to  Danbury,  where  he  was  employed  for 
some  years  in  the  paper-mill  belonging  to  Major 
Comstock.  Later  he  settled  upon  a farm  in  the 
town  of  Danbury,  and  the  last  half  of  his  life  was 
occupied  with  agricultural  work.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  the  city  of  Danbury  to  Miss  Mary  Hurd, 
who  was  born  July  15,  1794,  and  died  November 
26,  1864.  Her  father,  Israel  Hurd,  was  born 
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August  6,  1771.  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  | to  temperance  and  other  reforms.  He  belongs 
name  was  Mary  Wood,  was  born  August  14,  I to  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  and  is  also  identified 
1776,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Wood.  Jeremiah  | with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Bethel. 

Wilson  died  August  11,  1879,  at  the  age  of  

eighty-four,  leaving  an  honorable  record  as  a citi- 
zen. Ten  children  comprised  his  family:  Israel  /P'EORGE  W.  FLINT,  managing  editor  and 
Huson,  our  subject;  James  Smith,  born  Novem-  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Flint  & Smith, 

ber  20,  1818,  died  at  Waterbury,  January  1,  proprietors  and  publishers  of  the  Danbury  News, 
1895;  Milo  (1),  born  October  13,  1821,  died  in  was  born  at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.,  November  5, 
infancy;  Milo  (2),  born  May  n,  1823,  is  a resi-  1853.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the 
dent  of  Waterbury;  Sarah,  born  April  30,  1825,  printing  office  of  the  St.  Johnsbury  Times , and 
died  May  16,  1835;  Albert,  born  September  4,  two  years  later  drifted  to  Brattleboro,  Vt. , where, 
1828,  resides  at  Mill  Plain,  this  county;  Mariette,  until  1873,  he  was  employed  in  the  office  of  the 
born  December  25,  1831,  married  George  Brad-  Record  and  Farmer.  He  then  came  to  Danbury 
ley,  of  Danbury;  George,  born  April  30,  1833,  and  began  work  on  the  Anus,  filling  positions  in 
died  May  6,  1835;  Emily,  born  August  31,  1835,  all  the  mechanical  departments  of  the  paper  un- 
married Albert  Edwards,  of  Danbury  ; and  Sam-  til  1880,  when  he  was  placed  on  the  reportorial 
uel,  born  July  28,  1837,  is  a resident  of  Water-  staff,  and  shortly  after  he  was  made  city  editor, 
bury.  In  1888  he  was  promoted  to  assistant  manager, 

Mr.  Wilson’s  boyhood  was  spent  in  Danbury,  and  his  business  qualifications  soon  won  for  him 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began  to  learn  the  almost  the  sole  management.  He  gave  the  paper 
business  of  cabinet  making  and  undertaking  his  conscientious  work,  and  in  March,  1893,  on 
with  the  firm  of  Goodsell  & Starr,  of  Brookfield,  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Bailey,  the  editor  and 
remaining  there  until  he  was  twenty-one.  In  proprietor  of  the  paper,  it  was  found  that  he  had 
1836  he  settled  at  Bethel,  where  he  at  first  con-  bequeathed  to  Mr.  Flint  an  interest  in  the  plant; 
ducted  an  undertaking  business,  but  after  sixteen  shortly  after,  one  of  the  other  partners  dying, 
years  he  sold  out  and  opened  his  temperance  our  subject  became  half  owner.  The  paper  is 
hotel,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  lor  about  conducted  on  the  side  of  good  morals,  and  is  a 
forty  years.  The  temperance  cause  has  always  first-class  journal  in  all  respects.  The  managing 
had  a strong  advocate  in  Mr.  Wilson,  and  in  editor  is  a highly  respected  citizen,  wide  awake 
1852  he  built  a temperance  hall  in  Bethel,  pro-  and  progressive,  and  under  his  watchful  eye  the 
viding  it  with  pulpit  and  bell.  In  1885  he  dis-  continued  success  of  the  Danbury  News  is  as- 
continued  his  hotel  business,  and  after  spending  sured. 

some  time  in  farming  retired  to  his  pleasant  

home  in  Bethel,  which  is  the  old  home  of  Phin- 

eas  Taylor,  the  grandfather  of  P.  T.  Barnum,  Tj^REDERICK  JUDD,  Esq.,  justice  of  the 
and  was  built  over  one  hundred  years  ago.  Jr  peace  in  and  for  the  town  of  Bethel,  is  one 

On  October  16,  1836,  Mr.  Wilson  was  mar-  of  the  influential  citizens  of  that  locality,  and 
ried  to  Miss  Sarah  Lockwood,  daughter  of  Jo-  worthily  represents  a family  which  has  been  prom- 
seph  Lockwood,  of  Redding.  She  was  born  inent  in  the  neighborhood  since  Colonial  times. 

April  10,  1808,  and  died  May  4,  1844.  Mr.  Although  he  has  now  passed  the  allotted  limit 

Wilson  formed  a second  matrimonial  union,  this  of  three-score  years  and  ten,  he  is  as  active  as 
time  with  Miss  Betsey  Barnum,  who  was  born  ever  in  local  affairs,  and  can  illy  be  spared  from 
May  7,  1815,  a daughter  of  Asel  Barnum,  and  his  present  post  of  duty. 

died  June  13,  1892.  As  Mr.  Wilson  had  no  chil-  Thomas  Judd,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather, 
dren  of  his  own  he  adopted  a daughter,  Helen  was  one  of  the  early  residents  of  Bethel.  Elihu 
A.,  who  was  born  July  22,  1845;  she  was  mar-  Judd,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  a farmer  in 
ried  (first)  to  Arthur  C.  Durant,  and  (second)  to  the  same  town,  and  served  as  a soldier  in  the 
David  B.  Cary,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  who  for  Revolutionary  army.  Elihu  Judd  (2),  the  father 

thirty  years  has  been  agent  of  the  New  York,  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  that  town  March  10, 

New  Haven  & Hartford  railroad  at  that  town.  >794.  and  resided  there  all  his  life  with  the  ex- 
As  a citizen  Mr.  Wilson  is  held  in  high  es-  ception  of  seven  years  in  Easton  township,  this 
teem,  his  excellent  qualities  of  character  winning  county.  In  early  manhood  he  learned  the  shoe- 
him  the  regard  of  those  whose  good  opinion  is  maker’s  trade,  but  he  did  not  follow  it,  his  at- 
worth  having.  Since  1844  he  has  been  a tention  being  given  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Bethel,  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  as  a citizen  was 
and  throughout  his  life  he  has  been  a firm  friend  held  in  high  esteem.  For  some  time  he  was  a 
11 
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grand  juryman  of  the  town  of  Bethel,  and  he 
was  active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  On  November  24,  1818,  he 
married  Miss  Aurilla  Fairchild,  who  was  born 
December  25,  1797.  and  died  September  24, 
1837.  They  had  nine  children:  Rev.  George 

S.,  born  August  17,  1819,  married  Clara  A. 
Benedict  May  4,  1841,  was  a Methodist  minister, 
and  had  charge  of  a Church  at  Bolton,  Conn., 
where  he  died  October  19,  1847;  David  J.,  born 
May  24,  1821,  died  May  18,  1832;  Harriet,  born 
February  15,  1823,  died  March  12,  1857;  Betsey 
M.,  born  May  18,  1825.  died  February  28,  1852; 
Frederick,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below; Truman,  F. , born  August  22,  1829,  isaresi- 
dent  of  Bristol,  Conn.  ; Alonzo,  born  August  7, 
1831,  died  March  13,  1852;  Eliza,  born  Novem- 
ber 2,  1833,  married  Oscar  H.  Hibbard,  and 
they  now  reside  in  Bethel;  and  Maryett,  born 
October  1,  1835,  married  Henry  Fairchild  of 
Roxbury,  Conn.  On  August  24,  1841,  Elihu 
judd  married  for  his  second  wife  Nancy  Ann 
Boughton,  who  died,  and  on  April  21,  1847,  he 
formed  a third  matrimonial  union,  this  time  with 
Eliza  Ann  Gregory,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren: lane  E.,  born  August  29,  1848,  Charles  H., 
born  April  29,  1850;  and  Julia  M.,  born  March 
13,  1852,  of  whom  Charles  alone  grew  to  ma- 
turity. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  September 
29.  1827,  at  the  old  home  in  Center  District, 
Bethel,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Easton,  Bethel,  Roxbury,  and  Georgetown.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  to  learn  the  hat- 
ter's trade  with  Isaac  H.  Seeley  & Son,  of  Bethel, 
and  until  November,  1892,  he  was  almost  con- 
tinuously employed  in  that  business  in  different 
shops  in  Bethel.  He  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  local  affairs,  and  in  addition  to  his  duties  as 
justice  of  the  peace  he  is  now  serving  as  assessor. 
At  various  times  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
board  of  assessors,  member  of  the  board  of  relief, 
grand  juryman,  and  for  twelve  years  he  was 
selectman,  during  eight  years  of  that  time  being 
first  selectman,  while  he  has  held  the  office  of 
assessor  for  ten  years  past.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Whig  in  early  life,  but  he  has  supported  Repub- 
lican principles  ever  since  the  organization  of 
that  party.  He  is  a leading  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  for  many  years  was  a teacher 
in  the  Sabbath-school,  and  he  has  also  been 
prominent  in  reform  work  as  a member  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance  and  the  Good  Templars. 

On  November  28,  1848,  Mr.  Judd  was  mar- 
ried in  the  town  of  Bethel  to  his  first  wife.  Miss 
Harriet  M.  Smith,  who  was  born  September  7, 
1828,  and  died  March  4,  1864,  and  on  May  17, 


1866.  he  married  Mrs.  Alza  A.  Barnes,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  and  Almena  (Wickwire)  Dunning  of 
Morris  township,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.  Mr.  jud 
is  the  father  of  five  children,  all  by  the  first  mar- 
riage: (i)  GeorgeS.,  born  December  22,  1849. 
died  October  17.  '863-  (2)  Esther  A. . bom 

February  6,  1851,  died  April  26,  1852.  (3)  Fred- 

rick A.  born  April  14-  i853-  is  a ha“er  b^,tra.,?’ 

and  he  resides  in  Danbury,  where  he  holds  the 
position  of  general  superintendent  with  Rundle  & 

White.  He  was  married  in  Bethel  to  Miss  Har- 
riet Mayhew,  daughter  of  Theodore  and  Betsy 
Mayhew,  and  she  departed  this  life,  leaving  two 
children— George  F.  and  Theodore  H.— both 
living.  On  October  26,  1 882 . he  was  married 
again,  this  time  to  Louisa  W.  Sanford,  daughter 
of  George  A.  and  Carrie  (Banks)  Sanford,  of  Red- 
ding, and  they  have  one  child,  Frederick  A.  Mr. 
ludd  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraterni  >• 
(4)  Melville  T.,  born  August  14,  1855.  died 
August  .4.  1862.  (5)  William  H..  born  Janu- 

ary it,  1861,  married  Elizabeth  Smith,  and  died 
August  21,  1891,  leaving  a widow  and  two  chil- 
dren, of  whom  one.  Richard  M.,  still  survives. 


OWLAND  BRADLEY  LACEY  (deceased)^ 
jumi  The  passing  away  on  March  31.  1897.  0 
Mr.  Lacey  ended  the  life  of  one  of  the  best  known 
residents  of  Bridgeport  and  of  Fairfield  county, 
a life  of  activity  and  usefulness,  and  marked  tne 
end  of  a kindly  and  lovable  man. 

Mr.  Lacey  was  bom  April  6,  1818,  Eas- 

ton,  Conn.,  being  the  only  son  of  Jesse  and  Edna 
(Munson)  Lacey,  and  descended  from  Edward 
Lacey,  who  with  his  wife  Sarah  was  admitted 
the  Fairfield  (Conn.)  Church  January  13.  '694- 
Our  subject  was  of  the  sixth  generation  from  to- 
ward Lacey,  the  line  of  his  descent  being  througn 
John,  Edward,  Zachariah  and  Jesse  Lacey. 

As  a boy  our  subject  spent  much  of  his  im 
farming,  as  was  the  custom  of  the  boys  of  t a 
time.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  gradua  e 
from  Eli  Gilbert’s  select  school  in  ,Reddin^' an° 
then  began  the  teaching  of  school  himself.  e 
eighteen  he  removed  to  Bridgeport  at  the  time  1 
was  but  a borough,  and  for  a period  was  ass\ 
ant  postmaster  to  Stephen  Lounsbury.  Gn 
•opening  of  the  Housatonic  railroad  in  Bridgepor  , 
in  1839,  he  was  appointed  the  local  agent. 
that  incumbency  he  resigned  in  1844  to  accep 
position  as  bookkeeper  with  the  saddlery  “rm 
Harral  & Calhoun,  and  nine  years  later  he  e 
came  manager  of  the  concern,  which  was  e 
one  of  the  leading  manufactories  in  the  a • 

having  agents  in  both  the  South  and  the  ® ' 

In  1 863  the  firm  name  was  Lacey,  Meeker  a 
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The  Civil  war  brought  heavy  losses  to  the  firm, 
and  it  consequently  closed  up  business  in  the 
early  “sixties.” 

Mr.  Lacey’s  first  work  in  municipal  reform 
was  in  the  fire  department.  Between  the  years 
1840  and  1850  he  was  an  active  member 
of  the  volunteer  department;  from  private 
he  was  promoted  to  be  foreman  and,  finally, 
assistant  engineer.  In  1848  he  drew  up  and 
procured  the  adoption  of  a city  bylaw  for  the  bet- 
ter organization  of  the  department,  which  system 
continued  in  force  till  the  adoption  of  the  paid 
system  in  1870.  He  was  a member  of  the  com- 
mon council  in  1848,  1852,  1853  and  1854. 
There  was  no  better  bookkeeper  in  Bridgeport 
than  Mr.  Lacey.  As  a penman  he  was  an  ex- 
pert, and  took  pride  in  his  copy.  In  1870,  at 
the  request  of  Mayor  Morford,  he  visited  the  large 
cities  of  the  East  and  examined  their  system  of 
financing  and  bookkeeping.  On  the  strength  of 
his  experience  he  devised  and  inaugurated  the 
present  system  of  city  finances  and  bookkeeping. 
The  system  was  partially  revised  by  the  late 
Francis  Ives.  From  1870  to  1880  Mr.  Lacey 
was  the  city  auditor.  He  was  also  connected 
with  the  board  of  Road  and  Bridge  Commission- 
ers (now  the  board  of  Public  Works),  and  he 
was  clerk  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  which  po- 
sition he  held  to  the  time  of  his  death.  From 
>7  up  until  his  decease  he  had  sole  charge  of 
|he  management  of  the  town  Sinking  Fund,  a 
position  of  heavy  responsibility.  If  one  were  to 
venture  to  enumerate  the  branches  of  the  city 

an^r'fl'60*-0/  wb‘cb  ^r-  Lacey  was  an  active 
and  nfluential  member,  he  would  have  to  speak 

the  ct'an/t  ,mUch  t0  do  w‘t*1  the  raising  of 
oreanizeH  d a th*  P“b,ic  schools  of  the  city.  He 
Relis  erd  3n,  prePared  the  Bridgeport  Municipal 

was  one  Jit W3S  ’tS  C°mpiler  for  ten  He 

andwasiu  oe,P‘0neerS  °f  the  Board  of  Trade- 
David  M p T secr«tary  all  through  the  late 
his  ]on„  'Rea?  s adn>inistration.  Considering 
performed  Vs  °,  .serv‘ce,  and  the  amount  of  work 

Church  wnrl/  tbere  Was  no  more  act've 
total  abstainp1  ln  Bridgeport.  He  was  always  a 
He  became  i 3nd  a,man  of  deeP  religious  views. 

‘'°nal  Church  in"i8x17ber  h'  ^ F'rSt  Congrega' 

with  same  until  w j7'  a.nd  Was  actIvely  identified 
the  Church  1tt1S.deaih’t0whichfact  records  of 
as  one  of  thp  /St'  ln  1850  be  was  elected 

death  was  a Lt?T'  3nd  3t.the  time  of  his 
this  respect  wa  « deacon-  His  last  service  in 

Rev.  De  Peu  nf  h*  * de'egate  t0  personally  notify 

ii A: h«  „y, 

at  >he  consociation  th  ^ h ° rePresent  them 

range  for  the  tr.  th,at  was  to  authorize  and  ar- 
ansfer  of  the  present  pastor 


of  Bridgeport.  For  nearly  fifty  years  he  was 
the  society's  treasurer,  chairman  of  the  socie- 
ty’s committee,  Sunday-school  teacher,  librar- 
ian, teacher  of  the  Bible  class  and  superin- 
tendent. His  death  brought  a distinct  loss 
to  the  Church.  He  was  president  of  the 
Fairfield  County  Historical  Society  for  many 
years;  was  much  interested  in  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution, and  was  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  lodge  in  Bridgeport. 

Mr.  Lacey  was  twice  married,  first  to  Jane 
£.,  daughter  of  Deacon  Isaac  Sherman.  She 
died  in  1857,  and  he  subsequently  married  Eliza- 
beth Richards  Boardman,  of  Hartford,  who  died 
January  5,  1894.  The  children  born  to  the  first 
marriage  were:  Mary  L.,  who  married  (first) 

Major  Ezra  Day  Dickerman.and  (second)  Samuel 
S.  Hunter;  Edward  R.,  who  died  when  six  years 
of  age;  Henry  R.,  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
David  Sherman.  To  the  second  marriage  was 
born  one  child,  Henrietta  B. 

'•In  the  death  of  Mr.  Lacey  there  passed 
away  one  of  the  striking  characters  of  Bridge- 
port, and  local  history  will  give  him  a place  as 
one  of  the  distinguished  citizens,  a man  of  ex- 
emplary life  and  a charitable  and  kindly  charac- 
ter. He  was  a man  of  deep  sympathies.  It  was 
a pleasure  for  him  to  assist  the  families  of  his 
friends  in  their  time  of  trouble,  and  perhaps  he 
has  written  more  obituary  notices  for  his  friends 
than  any  other  man  in  Bridgeport.  Perhaps 
some  friendly  hand  will  do  the  service  to  his 
memory  which  has  become  a part  of  the  religious 
and  civil  history  of  the  town.  ” 


CVAPTAIN  CALEB  W.  MERRITT  (deceased). 

Jj  This  typical  sea  captain  of  years  ago  lived 
in  the  village  of  Greenwich,  where  he  was  born 
January  18,  1822.  He  was  a rugged  and  hardy 
representative  of  the  sea- faring  class,  and,  after 
a career  long  and  profitable,  retired  to  the  com- 
posure of  a farm  and  fireside  among  his  old  ac- 
quaintances, whom  he  entertained  with  many  a 
tale  of  bygone  days.  His  taste  for  the  sea  was 
most  honestly  derived,  for  both  his  father  and 
grandfather  were  active  and  successful  command- 
ers and  owners  of  craft. 

Captain  Merritt  was  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  earliest  New  York  families,  which  over  two 
hundred  years  ago  was  founded  in  this  country. 
The  earliest  known  representative,  William  Mer- 
ritt, was  mayor  of  New  York  City  from  1696  to 
1698,  and  died  in  1708.  Among  the  children 
born  to  him  and  his  wife,  Margery,  was  a son 
John,  called  Major.  The  latter  lived  in  Rye 
township,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  and  his 
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wife  Mary,  had  a family  of  ten  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Daniel,  Caleb,  Nathan,  Thomas,  John,  : 

Phoebe,  Amy,  Ruth,  Mary  and  Hannah.  The  1 
second' son  of  Caleb  was  Daniel,  who  was  born  1 
August  1 7,  1742,  married  Rebecca  Sherwood,  < 
and  died  July  15,  1782.  His  eldest  child,  1 

Capt.  Ebenezer  Merritt,  was  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject. 

Capt.  Ebenezer  Merritt  was  born  at  Hoppen 
Ridge,  near  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  March  28, 

1746.  He  was  a noted  boatman  on  the  Hudson 
river,  prior  to  the  appearance  of  steam  power. 

On  one  occasion,  when  laid  up  at  Sing  Sing, 
awaiting  a breeze,  he  chanced  to  meet  a young 
lady,  Cynthia  Willis,  a member  of  a prominent 
family  of  that  city,  and  not  long  after,  on  Au- 
gust 17,  1783,  they  were  united  in  marriage. 
Mrs.  Merritt  was  born  July  29,  1765.  Captain 
Merritt  sailed  the  sloop  “ George  Washington  ” 
on  the  Hudson  river.  Capt.  Caleb  Merritt  had 
in  his  possession  a coin  which  his  grandfather, 
in  1790,  accepted  as  passage  money  from  a Ger- 
man, going  from  New  York  to  Albany,  en  route 
to  Rhinebeck  to  buy  land  from  the  Indians. 
Later  in  life  Capt.  Ebenezer  Merritt  retired  from 
the  sea,  retaining  his  interest  in  vessel  property, 
however,  for  years  afterward.  For  many  years 
after  abandoning  the  water  he  was  a leading  citi- 
zen of  Greenwich.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  act- 
ive members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He 
died  in  1819  at  Albany,  and  was  buried  in  Sing 
Sing,  his  wife  surviving  him  several  years. 

The  nine  children  of  Ebenezer  and  Cynthia 
Merritt  were  as  follows:  Daniel,  father  of  our 
subject,  born  in  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.,  October  19, 
1784;  Willis,  a sea  captain,  who  was  once 
wrecked  on  the  ocean  and  rescued  from  a raft, 
and  subsequently  migrated  to  Ohio,  where  he 
bought  land  in  an  early  day;  Henry,  once  a jus- 
tice of  peace  in  the  City  Hall,  New  York,  and  a 
prominent  citizen  of  that  metropolis;  John,  for 
years  a lawyer  in  New  York  and  later  a citizen  of 
Ohio;  Wesley,  a leading  dry-goods  merchant  on 
Broadway,  N.  Y.,  owning  one  of  the  largest 
stores  of  his  day,  who  migrated  to  California 
during  the  gold  excitement,  and  who  subsequently 
became  a well-known  journalist  in  Illinois,  where 
he  died  (he  was  the  father  of  Gen.  Wesley  Mer- 
ritt, who  graduated  from  West  Point  in  i860, 
and  is  now  so  prominent  in  the  military  affairs  of 
the  nation);  Charles,  a New  York  private  detec- 
tive, who  made  various  professional  trips  to 
Europe;  Cynthia,  who  married  and  died  in  New 
York;  Phoebe,  who  married  Gideon  Peck,  and 
died  in  New  York;  and  Ann  E.,  who  married 
James  Wood,  of  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
there. 


Capt.  Daniel  Merritt,  eldest  son  of  Ebenezer, 
and  father  of  our  subject,  was  reared  a sailor  boy. 
His  parents  removed  to  New  York  when  he  was 
but  a boy.  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  he  went  as 
cook  for  his  father.  Thus  began  a seafaring 
career  that  lasted  for  years.  He  was  married 
May  19,  1807,  to  Miss  Sarah  Lyon,  who  was 
born  March  23,  1786,  daughter  of  James  and 
Susan  (Marvin)  Lyon,  and  was  reared  in  New 
York.  Her  father  died  when  comparatively 
young,  and  her  mother  subsequently  married 
James  Green.  Capt.  Daniel  Merritt  owned  the 
vessels  “Union”  and  “Theodore,”  and  sailed 
them  between  Greenwich  and  New  York.  He 
retired  from  the  sea  at  the  age  of  forty-eight 
years,  but  retained  interests  in  his  vessels.  To 
each  of  his  sons  he  gave  $1,000,  and  if  they  de- 
sired more  capital  he  loaned  them  the  money  on 
interest.  Daniel  Merritt  was  a Whig  in  politics. 
He  removed  with  his  family  from  New  York  to 
Greenwich,  where  he  died  April  30,  1849.  His 
wife  died  July  8,  1848. 

The  children  of  Capt.  Daniel  and  Sarah  Mer- 
ritt were  as  follows:  George  W. , born  February 
12,  1808,  sailed  the  “Ann  Amelia  ” and  died  of 
cholera  at  the  age  of  twenty-four;  Willis,  bom 
February  16,  1810,  sailed  the  packet  “Mary 
Willis.”  from  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  died  in  that 
city;  Lewis  A.,  born  April  22,  1812,  who  was  a 
vessel  captain  and  subsequently  a farmer,  died 
in  Greenwich  township;  Susan  Ann  Eliza,  born 
February  6,  1814,  married  Edward  Mead,  and 
died  in  Cos  Cob,  August  26,  1884;  Daniel  B., 
born  January  8,  1816,  who  was  a clothing  mer- 
chant at  New  York  City,  died  of  cholera  July 
12,  1854;  Cynthia  W.,  born  January  2,  1818, 
died  February  19,  1827;  Joseph  G.,  born  in  1819, 
died  May  1,  1885;  Caleb  W..  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Theodore,  born  November  13,  '823, 
was  a boatman  for  some  years,  and  died  at  Mid- 
dletown, Conn.,  February  11,  1892;  Sarah  L., 
born  April  12,  1826,  is  the  widow  of  Elnathan 
Husted,  of  Greenwich;  Cynthia  W.  (2),  born 
November  21,  1829,  married  Rufus  Putney,  a 
Methodist  minister,  and  died  at  Milford,  Conn., 
March  24,  1891. 

Capt.  Caleb  W.  Merritt,  our  subject,  was 
I reared  in  Greenwich.  His  early  education  was 
not  neglected,  for  besides  attending  the  common 
schools  he  was  a pupil  one  winter  at  the  academy 
when  Mr.  Bigsby,  the  lawyer,  was  principa . 

' But  his  father,  as  was  his  custom  with  his  sons, 

’ took  Caleb  as  cook  on  a vessel  when  he  was 
1 thirteen  years  of  age.  After  a short  time  t e 
1 I boy  took  charge  of  one-half  of  the  sloop 
1 [ “Theodore”  for  his  father,  his  brother  Lewis  A. 
■!  owning  the  other  half.  When  eighteen  Cale 
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became  captain  of  the  “ Theodore,  ” which  was 
one  of  the  fastest  on  the  Sound,  and  many  are 
the  times  when  her  eighty-foot  pennant  was 
hoisted  to  the  discomfiture  of  those  who  tried  to 
beat  her,  the  pennant  being  symbolic  of  victory. 
Our  subject  was  at  one  time  the  youngest  of  fifty 
captains  on  market  boats  going  through  Hell 
Gate.  He  ran  the  "Theodore”  for  many  years 
and  when  business  increased  he  bought  the  sloop 
"Mary  Willis”  from  his  brother  Willis,  and 
commanded  her.  In  1859  he  bought  from  Han- 
ford Mead  the  " Josiah  Mead  Farm  ” at  a cost  of 
f‘5'000;  ln  the  faH  of  the  same  year  removing 
tothe  place,  where  he  afterward  lived.  His  late 
home  was  built  in  1727,  and  the  old  frame  was 
entirely  used  in  the  remodeling. 

Captain  Merritt  was  married  at  Greenwich 

fe  :««•  *,*«»■  Mr.  Y.rrinpon.'S 
Mi»Ph«W  A.  Husled,  who  was  born  Janu.ry 
j ln  Greenwich,  daughter  of  William 

Mrs  ptryhH'f!fed'  ^he  Preat-grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Phoebe  Merritt  was  David  Husted  Her 

occuoatfon  , °nary  War:  he  was  a ^mer  by 
St  1r:?“,enant  Hosted  had  two  sons, 

Mrs.  M errin'  Hutted’  WaS  the  father  of 

“d  Wim*“  H' 
the  Merritt  am  vwhnSCendant  °f  a branch  of 

St.  John’s  N py  w,h°  werf  early  residents  of 
latter  city  was  0ntaHo.  The 

and  an  estate  of  nin  f a-,I?r  Hamilton  Merritt, 

!B  which  the  Merrit^LT’  I."  dollars  in  Canada, 


are  now  interested,  is 


Phoebe  A.  Merritt  * , t0  CaP‘'  Caleb  and 
March  28  8;7  nV°  rS:  Sarah  H..  born 

Weaver  Street  Gr  ° J5-  J°hn  L-von-  of 

M”  born  Novemb^r  c , «,C«  ‘™nshiP:  Edward 
‘am  H„  born  Decemh  848'  Stl  at  home;  Will‘ 
Greenwich-  and  Tat  k 22,  1 ® 5 1 . a farmer  of 

sa  •':» « c,o, ?r”b': 


-t  home  r /’•  . November  29, 
occupied  one  of  the  laSe^'"  °Wned  and 

township,  and  argest  and  best  farms  in  the 
substantial  citizens  1!  ° ,'tS  beSt  known  and 
crat,  but  not  partisan  H.  't"5  he  Was  a Demo' 
Se  ectman,  assessor  frequently  served  as 

If  and  moThe'uhTh^  °f  the  board  of 

"al|y  he  was  a P b lc  capacities.  Frater- 

F &A'M.  For  mrmber  °f  Acacia  Lodge, 

r°nnected  with  the  Enis631^  1WaS  Prominently 
1,5  ofhces  if  , I°Pal  Church,  a"d  filled 
He  dled  February  ’23”  ‘hat  of  ^tryman. 


EUBEN  W.  LINSLEY.  The  Linsley  fam- 
- — r >ly  is  well  known  in  the  State,  its  members 
having  been  prominent  in  various  lines  of  effort 
from  early  Colonial  times.  The  first  American 
ancestor,  John  Lindley  (for  so  the  name  was 
originally,  but  for  the  past  one  hundred  years  or 
more  it  has  been  spelled  Linsley),  came  from 
Lindley,  England,  in  1640,  and  settled  at  Bran- 
ford, New  Haven  county,  in  1644,  where  his  de- 
scendants are  still  to  be  found.  [It  is  supposed 
there  were  three  generations  between  this  John 
Lindley  and  Daniel  Linsley  mentioned  in  next 
paragraph,  but  a record  of  them  is  not  now  ob- 
tainable.] 

Daniel  Linsley,  the  great-grandfather  of  the 
esteemed  citizen  whose  name  opens  this  sketch, 
was  probably  born  in  Branford,  in  the  portion  of 
said  town,  called  North  Branford,  setoff  in  1831, 
and  he  became  a leading  citizen  of  that  locality,' 
being  engaged  in  business  as  a farmer,  miller, 
millwright  and  carpenter.  He  died  there  in  No- 
vember, 1799,  in  his  eighty-fourth  year. 

Dr.  Reuben  Linsley,  our  subject’s  grandfa- 
ther, was  born  at  Branford,  in  the  parish  of 
North  Branford,  and  was  for  many  years  a lead- 
ing physician  there.  He  married  Tryphena 
Baldwin,  a native  of  North  Branford,  and  had 
six  children:  Chauncey  and  Jesse  (both  now 

deceased),  who  followed  farming  at  Branford; 
Willis,  our  subject’s  father;  Sarah;  Marian;  and 
Polly. 

Willis  Linsley  was  born  at  North  Branford, 
in  1791,  and,  having  been  reared  to  farm  work, 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  an 
active  worker  in  the  Democratic  party  in  his  sec- 
tion, and  was  chosen  to  various  offices,  was  ap- 
pointed a county  surveyor  of  New  Haven  coun- 
ty, which  position  he  held  for  more  than  fifty 
years.  In  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopa- 
lian. and  the  family  has  for  generations  been 
identified  with  that  denomination.  His  death 
occurred  September  2 s,  1867,  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Betsey  Hurd,  died 
March  31,  1862.  She  was  a native  of  the  town 
of  Huntington,  but  her  grandfather,  Gideon 
Hurd,  and  father,  Wolcott  Hurd,  who  married 
Rachel  Plumb,  were  both  born  in  what  is  now 
the  town  of  Stratford.  Our  subject  was  one  of 
a family  of  three  children,  the  others  being  Eli- 
jah, who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  and 
Seth,  who  was  born  in  1824,  and  became  a farm- 
er at  North  Branford,  where  he  died  August  4, 
1896. 

Reuben  W.  Linsley  was  born  October  24, 
1820,  at  the  old  home  in  North  Branford,  and 
after  spending  the  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life 
upon  the  farm  he  went  to  North  Haven,  this 
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State,  to  learn  the  cabinetmaker’s  trade.  Later 
he  clerked  (or  a time  in  stores  at  Middletown  and 
Killingworth,  and  he  then  engaged  in  business  in 
the  latter  place  in  partnership  with  Horace  Red- 
field,  conducting  a hotel,  general  store,  post  of- 
fice and  mail  route.  After  twelve  years  engaged 
in  these  lines  of  enterprise,  he  removed,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1856,  to  Huntington  Center,  and  opened 
a general  store,  which  he  still  conducts  success- 
fully. He  has  been  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
being  an  adherent  to  the  principles  of  Jeffersonian 
Democracy,  and  has  been  especially  active  in  ed- 
ucational matters,  serving  as  school  visitor  and 
member  of  the  school  board.  In  all  he  has  held 
the  office  of  postmaster  about  sixteen  years,  his 
first  term,  under  appointment  of  President  Bu- 
chanan, lasting  six  years  and  continuing  during  a 
part  of  Lincoln’s  administration.  In  1887  he 
was  re-appointed  by  Grover  Cleveland,  and  he 
held  the  position  until  August  1,  1897.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  having  been  a vestryman  for 
thirty  years,  and,  after  a quarter  of  a century  as 
treasurer  of  the  parish,  he  has  been  serving  ten 
years  as  clerk.  He  married  Miss  Emeline  E. 
Foot,  of  Killingworth,  and  they  have  three  sons: 
Silas  R.  is  a general  merchant  at  Chattanooga, 
Tenn. ; John  C.,  an  Episcopal  minister,  is  rector 
of  Trinity  Church,  Torrington,  Conn.;  and  Seth 
W.  is  a student  in  the  Theological  Seminary  in 
New  York  City. 


MATTHEW  MERRITT.  Through  the  suc- 
_ _ cessful  business  career  of  this  highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  Greenwich  there  has  been  one 
guiding  principle,  that  has  been  proved  to  be  of 
inestimable  value  — fidelity  to  every  trust  and 
duty  reposed  to  his  care.  He  has  been  thor- 
oughly self-made,  and  the  unobtrusive  yet  ster- 
ling merits  of  his  character  have  grown  upon  his 
■wide  circle  of  acquaintances  until  they  stand  re- 
vealed as  on  a monument  of  treasured  marble. 

Mr.  Merritt  was  but  two  years  of  age  when 
his  father  died.  He  was  born  November  30, 
1822,  on  the  Post  road,  a short  distance  west  of 
Greenwich,  a son  of  Hickson  and  Hannah 
(Mead)  Merritt.  The  father  was  born  on  Weaver 
street,  Greenwich,  the  namesake  of  his  father, 
Hickson  Merritt.  By  trade  he  was  a mason. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a member  of  the 
well-known  Mead  family  which  has  descended 
from  William  Mead,  the  original  Colonial  ances- 
tor, seven  generations  removed.  Matthew  Mer- 
ritt is  the  grandson  of  Matthew  Mead,  and  the 
great-grandson  of  Capt.  Matthew  Mead,  the 
Revolutionary  officer,  who  was  the  son  of  Na- 


thaniel Mead,  sixth  son  of  John  Mead  (1),  who 
was  the  son  of  William  Mead,  the  first  American 
ancestor,  who  came  from  England  in  1635. 

The  children  of  Hickson  and  Hannah  (Mead) 
Merritt  were  as  follows:  Nancy,  who  mar- 

ried B.  Dutton,  and  died  at  Greenwich;  Sally, 
who  died  in  childhood;  Hannah,  who  mar- 
ried Roswell  Ingersoll,  and  died  in  New  Jersey; 
Susan,  who  married  Purdy  Lyon,  and  resides  on 
Weaver  street,  Greenwich;  and  Matthew,  our 

subject.  . . , 

At  the  father’s  death,  the  surviving  mother 
and  her  family  of  young  children  took  up  their 
residence  with  her  parents,  Matthew  and  Nancy 
(Hobbs)  Mead.  Here  our  subject  was  reared, 
and  here  he  obtained  the  rudiments  of  education 
that  were  obtainable  by  farmer  boys,  attending 
the  rude  schools  a few  months  during  the 
winter.  The  grandfather  was  kind,  and  filled 
the  vacant  place  of  father.  In  his  youth  our  sub- 
ject was  apprenticed  to  his  uncle,  William  Mead, 
to  learn  the  mason’s  trade,  and  for  four  years  he 
worked  for  his  board  and  clothes.  He  was  a 
willing  lad,  and  did  with  a cheerful  spirit  what- 
ever labor  he  was  able  to  perform. 

After  his  trade  was  learned  he  went  to  jour- 
ney work  at  White  Plains,  N.  Y..  working  for 
Robert  Layton.  He  helped  to  build  the  old 
Methodist  chapel  on  Church  street,  Greenwich, 
but  delay  in  getting  his  wages  caused  him  to  go 
to  New  York  City.  There  he  found  work  at  his 
trade  with  a Mr.  Crane.  Country  boys  were  not 
then  desirable  help,  but  his  steady  ways  and  re- 
liability commended  him  to  Mr.  Crane,  and  en- 
abled him  to  learn  his  trade, as  he  was  associate 
with  skilled  workmen.  Later  he  worked  in  Wil  - 
iamsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  this  was  followed  with 
journey  work  until  he  went  into  business  for  him- 
self. He  was  for  five  years  with  one  man, 
Nathaniel  Willett,  who  trusted  him  well.  Mr. 
Willett  met  with  losses,  and  having  work  under 
way  and  no  ready  cash  he  asked  young  Merritt  1 
he  would  work  and  wait  for  his  pay.  Our  su  - 
ject  readily  consented,  and  when  they  settle  , 
Mr.  Willett  appreciating  Mr.  Merritt  s valua  e 
service,  asked  him  to  take  up  his  (Willett  s)  busi- 
ness, which  he  did.  Mr.  Merritt  had  often  been 
sent  by  Mr.  Willett  to  do  work  where  he  had  ac 
cess  to  valuables,  etc.  Their  safety  was  always 
assured,  which  fact  caused  him  to  become  a very 
popular  employe.  During  the  time  he  was  in 
business  for  himself  Mr.  Merritt  employed  a 
times  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  men.  11 
Williamsburg, N.  Y.,  he  next  engaged  in  business 
with  a Mr.  Vail,  under  the  firm  name  of  Merri 
& Vail.  After  several  years,  during  which  time 
they  carried  on  business  extensively  and  very 
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successfully,  Mr.  Merritt  retired  from  the  firm,  passed  his  later  life  there  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

He  engaged  in  building  and  selling  houses;  but  He  married  a Miss  Curtis,  and  had  five  children 

his  health  beginning  to  fail  he  bought  a farm  in  as  follows:  Curtis  and  Menzes  learned  the  shoe- 

Greenwich,  whither  he  removed,  and  lived  there  maker’s  trade,  and  settled  in  Cornwall,  Litchfield 

nine  years.  He  then  bought  another  farm,  in  county,  where  Curtis  was  a farmer,  Menzes  be- 

North  Greenwich,  where  he  lived  two  years.  In  coming  a prominent  merchant;  they  died  some 

the  spring  of  1866,  he  came  to  Greenwich  village,  years  ago,  and  their  remains  were  interred  there, 

where  he  engaged  in  a livery  business,  first  lo-  Silas  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  Lewis  fol- 

cating  on  Putnam  avenue,  and  having  had  much  lowed  the  shoemaker’s  trade  in  Stratford  for  a 

experience  with  horses,  he  prospered  at  his  new  time,  and  then  went  to  Columbus,  Ga.,  where  he 

business.  He  was  the  first  occupant  of  the  engaged  on  a large  scale  in  the  manufacture  of 

"Lenox  House"  stables.  After  two  years  he  shoes;  his  death  occurred  in  Stratford.  Lucinda 

bought  on  Church  street,  and  he  has  since  built  married  Isaac  Curtis,  a carpenter  at  Stratford, 

his  home  and  barn  on  that  street,  where  he  now  Silas  Beers,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
conducts  the  livery  business.  Stratford  in  1791,  and  in  his  youth  he  learned 

Mr.  Merritt  when  twenty-six  years  of  age,  was  the  weaver’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some 

married  in  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Downs,  a years.  Later  he  settled  upon  a farm  in  Strat- 

daughter  of  Sturges  Downs, of  that  city,  and  three  ford,  and  he  died  there  in  1877.  In  religious 

children  have  been  born  to  them,  as  follows:  faith  he  was  a Methodist;  politically  he  was  a 

Belle  C.  (Mrs.  George  Scofield),  of  Greenwich;  Whig  until  the  organization  of  the  Republican 

George  W.,  also  of  Greenwich,  engaged  in  the  party,  of  which  he  then  became  an  ardent  sup- 

livery  business  with  his  father;  and  Anna  A.  porter.  He  was  one  of  fifteen  Abolitionists  in 

(Mrs.  R.  J.  Walsh),  of  Greenwich.  Mr.  Merritt  this  part  of  the  State,  at  a time  when  any  one 

is  not  bound  by  party  ties,  but  his  sympathy  is  entertaining  those  views  would  be  sure  to  be  un- 

W1‘h  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  always  popular.  His  wife,  Hannah  (Judson),  died  in 

called  a Republican.  For  nineteen  years  in  sue-  1853.  Of  their  four  children,  the  eldest,  Susan, 

cession  he  was  senior  burgess  of  Greenwich,  and  married  Enoch  Curtis,  a mechanic  in  Stratford, 

en  resigned.  He  has  never  been  an  office  and  both  are  now  deceased;  Otis,  our  subject, 

TViT  k bas  office  only  with  a desire  to  was  the  second  in  the  order  of  birth;  Abigail 

ur  er  the  towns  improvement.  Both  he  and  died  in  infancy;  and  Miss  Mary  resides  in  Strat- 

nis  wile  are  prominent  members  of  the  Congre-  ford. 

ga  lonal  Church.  Mr.  Merritt  is  the  oldest  busi-  The  boyhood  of  Otis  Beers  was  spent  on  the 
ess  man  in  Greenwich  in  his  line,  both  in  years  the  old  farm  in  Stratford,  his  education  being 
battl"1  7(7  °*  bus'ness-  He  has  fought  the  obtained  in  the  local  schools,  which  he  attended 
equiDn  h ' k b'ms.e^.’  starting  as  a poor  boy,  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  He 

alwav  C ,"7  °Ut  schooling,  but  he  was  then  engaged  in  farming  at  the  homestead,  and 

that  h * ''  rebab*e  and  honest,  principles  he  has  ever  since  been  interested  in  some  branch 

He  ha7  C aracter‘2ed  h'm  in  every  transaction,  of  agricultural  work.  He  owns  about  ninety 

aim  has\  com  or,a^'e  competence,  yet  his  sole  acres  adjoining  the  village  of  Stratford,  and  for 
ett..  u 7°  m®ans  been  to  accumulate  prop-  many  years  followed  general  farming,  but  for  the 
ments  and  kS  ta*en  an  'nterest  in  local  improve-  past  four  or  five  years  he  and  his  sons  have  de- 
business  he  7 eVeru r een  Public  spirited.  The  voted  their  attention  to  raising  seeds  for  the 
himself  and  ^ est ab  !sbed  is  still  conducted  by  market.  Mr.  Beers  is  a stanch  Republican,  and 
cerns  of  its  i!0t!i  'S  one  tbe  leading  con-  he  has  taken  an  influential  part  in  local  affairs. 

Kind  in  Greenwich.  From  ,86,  to  ,868  he  held  the  office  of  select- 

— -■  man  continuously,  and  in  1872  he  was  again 

OTIS  BFFRt;  chosen  to  that  position.  During  the  Civil  war 

ford  is  ’ a.w®‘*'to-do  resident  of  Strat-  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Buckingham  to 
spirited  'citlyp06  1 u Pro8ress've  and  public-  act  as  recruiting  agent,  which  difficult  position 
character  re\nSi  k town'  ant^  b's  life  and  was  filled  by  him  with  marked  ability  and  tact, 
the  sturdv  W^p  1 wb°les°me  tendencies  of  the  quota  of  men  being  provided  by  him  without 
descended  * n*=  an(*  stock  from  which  he  is  delay. 

Mr  Beers  k In  February,  1846,  Mr.  Beers  married  Miss 

‘he  town  of  S,r^LT!!.kNoVe,mber  22'  l822-  in  Susan  Curtis,  daughter  of  Ashbel  Curtis,  of  Strat- 
,led  many  vears  °rd’»Where  his  accestors  set-  ford.  She  died  in  1854,  and  on  February  18, 
father  was  hn  af?°'k  Mat,hew  Beers,  his  grand-  1856,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Peck,  daughter  of 
n Pr°hably  in  that  town,  and  he  Lewis  and  Hannah  (Wheeler)  Peck,  of  Stratford. 
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Herbert  Beers,  the  only  child  of  the  first  union, 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  By  the  second 
marriage  there  was  one  son,  Edward  W.,  born 
in  October,  1 86 1 , who  married  Miss  Edith  Stowe, 
of  Milford,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  and  has  one 
child,  Douglass  Stowe  Beers.  Edward  W.  is 
now  engaged  in  business  with  his  father.  Mrs. 
Otis  Beers  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of 
Stratford. 


EiDWARD  T.  HALL,  one  of  the  old  and 

'/  highly-honored  citizens  of  Fairfield,  is  a 

retired  merchant,  enjoying  at  leisure,  after  many 
years  of  well-directed  labor,  the  rewards  thereof. 

A native  of  Connecticut,  he  was  born  August 
28,  1823,  at  Long  Hill,  a worthy  member  of  an 
old  family  long  identified  with  Trumbull,  Fair- 
field  county.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
the  district,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  commenced 
learning  the  trade  of  tinsmith  in  the  shop  of 
Lockwood  & Zane,  Water  street,  Bridgeport,  his 
wages  being  $30  for  the  first  year.  At  about  the 
close  of  his  apprenticeship,  or  in  1844,  he  and 
his  brother,  Claudius  B. , opened  a stove  and  tin- 
ware business  in  Southport.  At  the  end  of  six 
months  he  bought  out  his  brother’s  interest,  and 
from  that  time  until  his  selling  out,  in  1862,  car- 
ried on  the  concern  alone.  Mr.  Hall  then  asso- 
ciated himself  with  George  Bishop  in  a similar 
line  of  business  on  Water  street.  Bridgeport,  but 
at  the  end  of  five  years  he  bought  out  his  partner 
and  removed  the  stock  to  Southport,  where  he 
continued  in  the  stove  and  tinware  line,  as  here- 
tofore, until  his  retirement  in  1870.  He  attrib- 
utes his  success  mainly  to  close  attention  to  busi- 
ness, and  his  working  early  and  late,  in  all  seasons 
and  times — dull  and  brisk  alike.  Some  years 
after  giving  up  business  he  erected  his  present 
substantial  block  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Cen- 
ter streets,  Southport,  to  take  the  place  of  the 
one  he  had  previously  built,  and  which  was  burned 
down,  entailing  a heavy  loss  to  him.  He  remod- 
eled his  home  on  Center  street,  where  he  now  lives 
a quiet,  retired  life,  merely  looking  after  his  prop- 
erty interests.  He  is  a distinctively  self-made 
man,  having  by  his  own  unaided  efforts  worked 
his  way  up  to  a comfortable  competence  from  a 
poor  boyhood. 

On  May  5,  1856,  Mr.  Hall  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sarah  C.  Jennings,  daughter  of 
Aaron  Jennings,  and  there  was  one  child  by  this 
union,  Minnetta  F..  who  died  December  22, 
1874,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Her  mother 
died  May  29,  1859,  and  May  21,  1862,  Mr.  Hall 
wedded  Miss  Mary  A.  Bulkeley,  daughter  of  Seth 
M.  Bulkeley,  bv  which  marriage  there  were  five 


children:  Eugene  E.,  Etta  V.,  Marietta  V.,  Ed- 

ward T.  and  Clinton  B.,  all  yet  at  home  except 
Etta  V.,  who  died  when  five  months  old.  This 
wife  was  called  from  earth  November  11,  1886, 
being  killed  by  a passing  train  on  a railroad 
crossing  at  Southport. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hall  was  a Democrat  till  the 
Civil  war,  since  which  time  he  has  been  an  un- 
compromising Republican.  Socially,  he  was  at 
one  time  identified  with  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  at  South- 
port,  but  when  the  lodge  there  was  abandoned 
he  retired  from  membership. 

Mr.  Hall  is  a son  of  Alanson  and  Sophia  (Ed- 
wards) Hall,  respectable  farming  people,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  died  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years,  the  latter  in  1862,  when  sixty-six 
years  old.  They  had  a family  of  eleven  sons  and 
four  daughters,  of  whom  are  yet  living  the  fol- 
lowing: Sheldon  L.  and  Claudius  B.,  both  of 

Racine,  Wis. ; George  A.,  in  California;  Julia  G. 
(widow  of  M.  Nicbolls),  in  Bridgeport;  Eliza 
(widow  of  Dwight  Brinsmade),  in  Trumbull  Cen- 
ter, Fairfield  county;  and  Edward  T.  The  par- 
ents were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
devout  Christians,  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them. 


MON.  JAMES  S.  TAYLOR  is  one  of  Dan- 

bury’s  most  distinguished  citizens,  his  able 

service  in  various  positions  of  public  trust  having 
won  for  him  wide  recognition.  In  business  circles, 
also,  he  holds  a prominent  place  as  the  inventor 
of  the  Taylor  hat-felting,  or  sizing,  machine,  of 
the  roller  system,  now  a necessary  part  of  the 
equipment  of  every  well-directed  hat  factory  in 
both  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Taylor's  ancestral  history  is  of  more  than 
ordinary  interest.  He  is  of  the  seventh  genera- 
tion indirect  descent  from  John  Taylor,  who  emi- 
grated from  England  early  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, and  settled  first  at  Boston,  where  he  mar- 
ried a widow  with  two  daughters.  In  1640  he 
moved  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  where  he  engaged  in 
business  as  a pewtersmith.  In  1644  he  served 
on  a jury.  His  death  occurred,  in  1647,  onboard 
the  ship  ••  Phantom,"  while  he  was  on  a return 
voyage  to  England.  His  will,  which  was  dated 
November  4,  1645,  was  recorded  at  Hartford  in 
1694.  Of  his  two  sons,  the  elder,  John,  born  in 
1641,  located  at  North  Hampton,  Deerfield, 
Mass.,  and  Thomas,  born  in  1643,  became  one 
of  the  first  settlers  at  Danbury,  Conn.,  passing 
his  remaining  years  there;  his  death  occurred  in 
173 5-  He  married  Rebecca  Ketchum,  and  they 
had  ten  children,  as  follows:  Deborah  married 

Daniel  Betts,  of  Norwalk;  Thomas,  born  in  1668, 
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died  in  1758,  married  Abigail  Benedict;  John,  born 
in  1673,  died  in  1742,  married  a Miss  Betts; 
Joseph,  born  in  1673,  died  in  1762,  married  Sarah 

(John  and  Joseph  were  twins);  Daniel,  born 

in  1676,  died  in  1770,  married  (first)  Miss  Bene- 
dict, and  (second)  a Miss  Starr;  Timothy,  bom 
in  1678,  died  in  1744,  married  a Mis«  Davis;  Na- 
than is  mentioned  more  fully  below ; Rebecca  mar- 
ried Daniel  Benedict;  Theophilus,  born  in  1687, 
died  in  1 777,  married  (first)  a Miss  Bushnell,  and 
(second)  Miss  Sarah  A.  Gregory;  and  Eunice, 
married  Benjamin  Starr. 

Nathan  Taylor,  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent, was  born  at  Norwalk  in  1682,  and  when 
four  years  old  accompanied  his  parents  to  Dan- 
bury, where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  was  mar- 
ried there  to  Miss  Hannah  Benedict,  a member 
of  another  pioneer  family  of  that  locality,  and 
they  settled  at  what  is  now  known  as  Bethel, 
building  a stockade  as  a defense  against  the  In- 
dians. A well  now  marks  the  site  of  this  struc- 
ture. Like  all  of  his  brothers,  Nathan  Taylor 
lived  to  an  advanced  age,  his  death  occurring  in 
1782.  His  children  were  Nathan,  Mathew, 
James,  Daniel,  Mercy,  Mindwell.  Deborah, 
Rhoda,  Hannah  and  Oliver. 

Mathew  Taylor,  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father, was  born  at  the  old  home  in  Bethel,  and 
after  his  marriage  to  Esther  Waller  settled  in  the 
center  of  the  village  of  Bethel.  He  had  ten 
children:  Mathew.  Abigail,  Preserved,  Daniel, 

Joshua,  John,  Noah,  Hannah,  Levi  and  Eleazor. 

Joshua  Taylor,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
a native  of  Bethel  District,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  during  his  active  life.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Revolutionary  army  soon  after  the 
struggle  for  independence  began,  was  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  later  re-enlisting  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  a Presbyterian  in  re- 
ligious faith,  as  was  also  his  wife,  Eunice  Seeley, 
who  was  a daughter  of  Deacon  James  Seeley,  and 
a native  of  Bethel.  They  had  nine  children,  all 
but  one  of  whom  married  and  left  families:  Asael 
had  ten  children;  Sally  died  early  in  life;  Eunice 
lived  to  an  advanced  age  (she  left  no  children); 
Levi  had  seven  children;  Abel  had  one  child;  Joel 
is  mentioned  below;  Clarissa  had  seven  children; 
Clorinda  had  six;  and  Esther,  five. 

Joel  Taylor,  father  of  James  S.  Taylor,  was 
bom,  in  1795,  in  Bethel  Society,  and  was  reared 
to  farm  life.  He  learned  the  hatter's  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  the  most  part  during  his 
later  life,  and  he  was  noted  for  his  ability  as  an 
inventor,  he  having  received  Scott’s  premium,  a 
gold  medal,  from  the  Philadelphia  Society,  1827. 
As  a citizen  he  gave  attention  to  all  the  issues  of 
the  day,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 


and  in  his  later  years  was  an  earnest  supporter 
of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  In  re- 
ligious faith  he  was  a Universalist.  He  died  at 
his  home  in  Danbury  in  1870,  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Linda  Adams,  passed  away  in 
the  same  year.  She  was  a native  of  Redding, 
Conn.,  and  a descendant  of  the  Boston  family  of 
that  name,  her  ancestors  having  come  originally 
from  England.  Six  children  were  born  to  this 
worthy  couple:  Harriet  (deceased)  was  the  wife 

of  Reuben  Taylor.  Granville,  who  is  a farmer 
at  the  old  homestead,  married  Helen,  daughter 
Dr.  Sylvester  Stevens.  James  S.  is  the  third  in 
order  of  birth.  Nelson,  who  has  been  admitted 
to  the  Bar,  resides  upon  a farm  at  Bethel,  and  is 
engaged  in  the  hat  industry  and  other  business 
enterprises;  he  married  Emeline,  daughter  of 
George  Monroe.  Adeline  (deceased)  married 
Francis  H.  Austin.  Adelaide  is  the  widow  of 
Dr.  J.  A.  Holton. 

To  return  now  to  the  subject  proper  of  this 
biography.  He  was  bom  December  24,  1825,  at 
Danbury,  and  received  his  education  in  the  local 
schools  and  Danbury  Academy.  On  completing 
his  course  of  study  he  learned  the  hatter’s  trade, 
but  preferring  a mercantile  life  he  embarked  in 
that  line  with  his  brother  Nelson  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  opening  a general  store  at  Danbury.  He 
continued  this  business  until  1850,  since  when  he 
has  given  his  attention  mainly  to  his  hat-sizing 
machine,  on  which  he  secured  patents  in  1853  in 
this  country  and  in  Europe,  and  which  has  made 
his  name  familiar  in  every  hat  factory.  He  has 
devoted  much  time  and  thought  to  the  perfection 
of  his  various  innovations  in  the  line  of  hat  ma- 
chinery, has  made  numerous  improvements  on 
his  original  ideas,  and  his  perfected  machine  is 
now  considered  the  best  of  the  kind  on  the  mar- 
ket. Mr.  Taylor  has  succeeded  in  obtaining 
patents  at  various  times  on  valuable  innovations, 
which  have  enabled  him  to  command  a large  rev- 
enue from  the  royalties  of  one-half  per  cent,  a 
hat  from  1853  up  to  the  present  time  on  ma- 
chines having  valuable  patents,  some  of  them 
terminating  in  1905,  thus  giving  him  practically 
a monopoly  in  one  class  of  machinery  for  about 
fifty  years.  Among  the  firms  which  use  his  ma- 
chinery are  the  New  Milford  Hat  Co.,  at  New 
Milford,  Conn.;  J.  G.  Wilson,  of  South  Norwalk; 
J.  Marshall,  of  Fall  River,  Mass.;  Andrews  & 
Durant,  F.  Smith  & Son,  Richmond  Brothers,  J. 
Baird  & Co.,  Judd  & Co.,  Judd  & Dunning,  Far- 
num  & Fairchild,  Edwin  Short,  Cole  & Ambler, 
all  of  Bethel;  and  the  following  in  Danbury: 
Holly,  Beltaire  & Co.,  Henry  Crofut,  John  W. 
Green,  T.  Meath  & Co.,  Davenport  & Von  Gal, 
William  Burns,  M.  Delohery,  C.  Smith  & Co., 
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Mackenzie  & Sons,  T.  C.  Millard,  Lee  & Co., 
Beltaire,  Lurch  & Co.,  Higson  & Collings,  the 
Vinson  Hat  Co.,  McLachlan,  & Co.,  E.  A.  Mal- 
lory & Sons,  and  many  others. 

Early  in  the  sixties  Mr.  Taylor  was  associated 
with  \V.  A.  & A.  M.  White,  E.  Arthur  Nichols 
and  George  Dickinson  in  the  introduction  of  the 
Lyman  Platt  machine  lor  forming  fur  hats  on 
the  inside  of  the  perforated  cone.  The  machine 
as  improved  by  Mr.  Taylor  went  into  general 
use,  and  he  was  prosecuted  under  claims  for  in- 
fringement of  the  Burr  or  Wells  patents,  but, 
after  a long  litigation  prosecuted  by  the  Henry 
Burr  Company,  the  Taylor  machines,  as  they 
were  then  known,  were  by  the  United  Slates 
courts  decided  to  be  free  from  the  alleged  in- 
fringements. On  Mr.  Taylor,  who  had  then 
some  considerable  experience  in  patent  law,  was 
placed  the  responsibility  of  prosecuting  the  de- 
fense to  its  successful  termination,  when  the 
Taylor  and  Platt  patents  were  incorporated  with 
the  Burr  patents  at  a cash  value  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars. 

When  the  Taylor  hat-felting  machine  was  in- 
troduced into  the  large  wool-hat  factories  of 
England.  Mr.  Henry  Christie,  a member  of  the 
English  Parliament  and  head  of  the  largest  hat 
factories  of  the  world,  paid  a visit  to  this  country. 
When  dining  with  Mr.  Taylor  at  his  residence  in 
Danbury,  Mr.  Christie  complimented  him  on  his 
being  the  first  inventor  to  solve  the  problem  of 
sizing  or  felting  hats  by  machinery,  their  firm 
having  expended  large  sums  for  that  purpose 
without  success.  Mr.  Christie  further  extended 
his  regards  to  Mr.  Taylor  with  a special  request 
to  dine  with  him  at  an  early  day  mentioned,  at 
his  private  rooms  at  the  “ Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,” 
in  New  York,  which  invitation,  out  of  regard  to 
Mr.  Christie,  Mr.  Taylor  could  not  in  honor  de- 
cline. T#he  foreman  or  head  superintendent  of 
Christie’s  factories  at  the  same  time  spent 
several  days  in  the  factory  in  Danbury  in 
order  to  obtain  a complete  mastery  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Taylor  felting  machines;  so  that  there 
should  be  no  failure  in  placing  them  in  their  fac- 
tory on  his  return  to  England.  It  is  a singular 
fact,  worthy  of  record,  that  the  original  patents 
on  the  roller  system  of  felting  hats  issued  both  in 
this  country  and  in  England  were  never  ques- 
tioned. The  many  large  concerns  in  both  this 
country  and  England  using  the  machines  paid 
their  royalties  of  six  cents  per  dozen  without 
questioning  the  legality  of  the  various  patents 
taken  out  by  Mr.  Taylor,  and  this,  together  with 
his  real  estate  and  other  investments,  has  brought 
him  a handsome  fortune.  Among  his  other  enter- 
prises, we  may  mention  the  building  of  the  Opera 


House  at  Danbury,  which  was  opened  July  4, 
1871,  and  it  is  to  Mr.  Taylor,  also,  that  the 
financial  success  of  The  Danbury  News,  a paper  of 
wide  notoriety  for  its  quaint  and  witty  sayings 
has  been  properly  attributed,  he  having  furnished 
the  funds  for  starting  the  paper  under  the  man- 
agement of  J.  M.  Baily  and  Timothy  Donovan 
both  of  whom  were  Union  soldiers  in  the  Civil 
war;  they  were  both  captured  at  the  battle  o 
Gettysburg,  taken  to  Richmond,  and  on  their 
parole  returned  to  Danbury,  where  they  entered 
upon  the  new  enterprise  as  publishers.  Their 
business  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  largest  estab- 
lishments of  its  kind  in  the  country.  While  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1866  Mr. 
Taylor  secured  the  charter  for  the  Union  Savings 
Bank  of  Danbury,  which  now  has  a deposit  of 
over  a million  dollars,  and  on  the  organization  he 
was  appointed  president,  an  office,  however, 
which  he  early  resigned  in  order  to  give  his  at- 
tention to  the  perfecting  of  his  inventions. 

On  September  3,  1850,  Mr.  Taylor  married, 
for  his  first  wife.  Miss  Sarah  L.  Sturdevant 
daughter  of  Hiram  L.  and  Loretta  Sturdevant, 
well-known  residents  of  Danbury.  She  passed 
to  the  unseen  life  April  10,  1891,  and  on  March 
30,  1893,  Mr.  Taylor  formed  a second  matri- 
monial union,  this  time  with  Miss  Clara  Franks, 
daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Edward  S.  and  Eliza 
(Livingston)  Franks,  the  latter  of  whom,  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  to  the  Doctor,  was  waiting- 
maid  to  the  Queen  of  England.  Mr.  Taylor  is 
the  father  of  eleven  children,  all  by  the  first  mar- 
riage, their  names,  with  dates  of  birth,  etc.,  e' 
ing  as  follows:  Edwin  S.,  February  11,  1852. 

died  July  1,  1853.  Ella  S.,  October  30,  1853- 
married  Eugene  M.  Bulkley,  of  Weston.  ov[ 
ard,  April  9,  1855.  died  April  2,  1862.  Welfor  , 
November  26,  1856,  died  September  13.  *895- 
Bernard,  August  16,  1858,  married  Miss  Nellie 
Stone,  and  resides  in  Danbury.  Sarah,  Dcto  er 
2,  i860,  married  Calvin  Hickok,  of  Betne  , 
nephew  of  Professor  Hickok,  of  Amherst  Co  - 
lege.  Clifford,  May  2,  1862,  married  Miss  Ar- 
ville  Moore,  and  lives  at  Danbury;  in  1899 
was  a member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Con 
necticut.  Violetta,  June  4,  1864,  is  the  wile  o 
William  B.  Wheeler,  of  Danbury.  Roland, 
June  15,  1866,  is  unmarried.  Estella,  Novem- 
ber 17,  1867,  is  the  wife  of  George  Bateman,  0 
Danbury.  Samuel,  April  6,  1870,  married  ^ is 
Anna  Murphy,  and  resides  in  Danbury. 

Mr.  Taylor  has  always  been  keenly  interes  e 
in  political  questions,  as  a Democrat,  until 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he  took  an  in  e 
pendent  stand.  His  clearly  defined  ideas  as 
the  issues  of  the  time,  and  his  well-proved  in  eg 
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rity.  made  him  a trustworthy  leader,  and  his  fellow 
citizens  were  not  slow  to  recognize  the  fact.  In 
1861  he  was  elected  to  the  lower  branch  of  the 
Legislature  by  the  Union  and  Republican  party, 
and  in  1864  he  was  sent  to  the  State  Senate  on 
the  same  ticket.  In  1866  the  Democrats  made 
him  their  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly  to 
which  he  was  elected,  and  in  1869  he  was  again 
chosen  State  Senator  on  that  ticket,  thus  secur- 
ing a seat  in  the  four  legislative  bodies  which 
were  in  session  during  those  four  years.  He  was 
a strong  supporter  of  the  government  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  in  1863  and  1864  he  served  as  a 
recruiting  officer  by  appointment  under  Asst. 
If'0-0-  D.  Perkins;  while  performing  the 
duties  of  this  office  he  was  made  treasurer  of  a 
large  fund  of  several  thousand  dollars  of  private 
subscriptions  to  procure  recruits  for  the  war  for 
„ rcand  Pr°Vlde  for  their  Emilies,  thus 
ties  gthn,  same,pos‘»*°n.  involving  the  same  du- 
r r PJaCed  °?  his  grandfather,  Deacon 
haTtil  h y'  n,nR  the  Rev°l”tionary  war.  At 
nd  X|eWvaiS°a  SCleCtman  ^ his  town, 
scot  hP0Slt'°n:aS  wel>  as  in  those  of  wider 

P , he  showed  characteristic  energy  Whe 
engaged  in  his  public  duties  during  x he  war  h 
erno ^^aintance  with  the  waT  Gov 
whom  he  heiHta^'  WlIllam  A-  Buckingham,  wit 

»'  *“  "■«  Wlol'n" 

Norwich,  August  25,  186- 
"ON.  Jas.  S.  Taylor,  executive  Department. 

Dea  Danbury. 

daring  my  a'bswce^nd  'i’ll  y°“r  faVor  of  ,he  9,h  >ns 
J°“r'  In  reply  ] would  ih,a7  not  seeI>  it  until  thi 
days  ago  which  gave  men  an  ‘ ,ss“ed  an  order  som 
tompanies  in  such  a man  * °PPortun,ty  to  organize  int. 

W||l  avail  themselves  ^f^nC  as  ™u  suggest.  I trust  som 
together.  emSelves  of  opportunity  to  associate  an“g, 

I am  very  respectfully, 
v °ur  obedient  servant, 

While  M m (S'Bned|  Wm-  A.  Buckingham. 
jneasures  for  the^uniT35  •"  faVOr  of  adequatt 
he  was  no  less  desim^^r'n”  °f  the  RebeHion, 
of  »rife  and  restoring  h * ]ay'nR  the  bit‘emess 

r 7 

Wsd  Pe*“  ^ 

terminated  hisdunL &t  cIose  of  the  war. 

Se,cctman  of  he**' * SJate  Senator.  first 

*ar  tinder  the  com  : and  an  officer  of  ‘he 

f"kins,andasa  sDecTaTS,0n  °f  ^‘"General 

funds  for  procuring  Commmee  for  securing 

‘here  SnaveeChU,tS  >nd  dist~g  ‘hf 

t monial  from  his  felloJT”  "°  m0re  fitting  tes- 
fUl  dlscharge  of  'feen  the  faith- 
auties  in  his  various  capaci- 


ties than  the  presentation  by  a committee  of 
about  one  hundred  citizens  of  the  several  polit- 
ical parties  of  the  town  of  the  full  set  of  the  then 
new  edition  of  Appleton’s  Encyclopedia.  We 
may  here  further  note  that  it  was  immediately 
following  the  above  presentation  that  he  was 
again  elected  to  a seat  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  in  1866,  and  again  to  the 
Senate  in  1869.  Early  in  life  Mr.  Taylor  joined 
the  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  he  has  re- 
mained a member  up  to  the  present  time,  and  for 
a number  of  years  acted  as  the  recording  secre- 
tary of  Samaritan  Lodge  No.  7,  of  Danbury, 
Conn.  He  is  now  (1899)  over  seventy-two 
years  of  age,  enjoying  all  the  faculties  of  life  and 
health. 


George  l.  Eastman,  secretary  of  the 

Rogers  Silver  Plating  Company,  at  Dan- 
bury, is  a young  man  of  more  than  ordinary  busi- 
ness ability  as  is  shown  by  his  efficient  adminis- 
tration of  various  positions  of  trust  and  respon- 
sibility. 

Mr.  Eastman  comes  of  a good  New  Hamp- 
shire family,  noted  for  strength  and  vigor  of 
mind  and  body.  His  grandfather,  Rev.  L.  L. 
Eastman,  a well  known  minister  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  died  December  31,  1897,  when  nearly 
eighty-five,  and  though  not  in  active  service  as  a 
preacher  for  a number  of  years  continued  to  give 
attention  to  many  worthy  enterprises,  and  was  a 
trustee  of  Tilton  Seminary,  at  Tilton,  N.  H.  He 

married  Lucy  A.  . Methuen  was  their 

home  after  he  gave  up  preaching. 

James  H.  Eastman,  our  subject's  father,  who 
was  born  May  31,  1842,  in  Hanover,  N.  H.,  has 
a national  reputation  as  a manager  of  reforma- 
tories and  similar  institutions,  and  is  now  super- 
intendent of  four  of  the  Rhode  Island  institu- 
tions— State  Almshouse,  Workhouse  and  House 
of  Correction,  Girls  and  Boys  Reform  Schools. 
He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  F.  Finley,  a native 
of  Clinton,  Conn.,  born  February  9,  1844,  and 
they  have  four  children:  George  L. , our  sub- 

ject; Frank  G.,  a physician  at  East  Greenwich, 
R.  I.,  married  Miss  Theresa  M.  Golden,  and  has 
one  son,  James  H. ; Alice  M.  married  E.  R. 
Trowbridge,  a cotton  broker  at  Providence,  R. 
I.,  and  has  one  son,  Charles  E. ; and  Miss  Grace 
is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Mr.  Eastman,  our  subject,  was  born  August 
to,  1863,  at  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  after  at- 
tending the  public  schools  of  that  city  for  some 
years  continued  his  studies  at  Meriden,  Conn., 
at  the  Wesleyan  Academy,  in  Wilbraham,  Mass., 
and  at  the  seminary  in  Pennington,  N.  J.  At 
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the  age  of  seventeen  he  left  school  to  take  a po- 
sition as  bookkeeper  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Jamesburg,  N.  J.,  where  he  remained  three 
and  one-half  years.  He  then  became  an  officer 
in  the  New  Jersey  State  Reformatory,  of  which 
his  father  was  the  superintendent,  but  a few 
months  later  he  resigned  to  take  a more  lucra- 
tive position  in  the  Nebraska  State  Reformatory. 
His  stay  there  was  not  long  as  his  father  took 
charge  in  the  meantime  of  the  Rhode  Island 
State  Reformatory,  and  our  subject  went  there 
as  assistant  superintendent  and  clerk,  and  re- 
mainedeight  andone-half  years,  lnthefallof  1892 
he  gave  up  this  work  to  accept  a position  with 
the  Rogers  Silver  Plating  Company,  and  he  has 
since  acted  as  superintendent,  assistant  secretary 
and  finally  as  secretary,  the  duties  of  each  suc- 
cessive post  being  discharged  with  marked  abil- 
ity. He  is  also  a stockholder  and  director  in  the 
company. 

On  August  18,  1890,  Mr.  Eastman  married 
Miss  Helen  Estelle  Atkinson,  of  Montville,  Me. 
The  only  child  of  this  union  died  when  six 
months  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eastman  attend  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  are  popular  in  the 
best  social  circles  in  their  city.  Mr.  Eastman 
belongs  to  the  F.  & A.  M. ; Union  Lodge  No.  40, 
of  Danbury;  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order,  Justin- 
ian Senate  No.  68,  of  Danbury;  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , 
Park  Hill  Lodge  No.  44,  of  Auburn,  R.  I.;  Narr- 
agansett  Encampment  No.  1,  of  Providence,  R. 
I.,  and  Paugusset  Tribe,  I.  O.  R.  M.,  of  Dan- 
bury. Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  while 
residing  in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  he  was  a member  of 
the  town  committee. 


SV  M ERWIN  MEAD,  a venerable  and  highly 
) esteemed  resident  of  Greenwich,  is  a man 
whose  life  and  character  do  credit  to  a family 
which  has  long  been  honored  for  good  citizen- 
ship. The  mention  of  his  name  in  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  resided  since  his  birth  calls  out 
unmistakable  evidences  of  the  respect  and  affec- 
tion with  which  he  is  regarded  by  all  classes,  and 
a host  of  friends,  won  by  his  genial,  kindly 
nature,  brighten  his  declining  years. 

Mr.  Mead  was  born  October  3.  1823,  and 
notwithstanding  his  advanced  years  he  is  still  in 
good  health  and  spirits,  his  hardy  pioneer  ances- 
try having  bequeathed  to  him  a sound  constitu- 
tion which  his  wholesome  mode  of  life  has 
preserved.  He  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in 
descent  from  John  Mead  [other  authorities  say 
William],  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Greenwich 
township,  the  line  being  traced  through  John, 
son  of  the  pioneer,  Ebenezer  (1),  Ebenezer  (2), 


Jared,  and  Daniel  S.,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Rachel  Mead,  was  also  a member  of  the  well- 
known  family,  as  will  be  seen  in  a more  extended 
account  of  the  family  given  the  biography  of 
Daniel  S.  Mead,  Jr.,  a brother  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Mead’s  education  was  begun  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Greenwich  village,  and  Leonard 
and  Horace  Mead  were  among  his  early  teachers. 
The  school  was  of  the  kind  only  too  common  in 
that  day,  the  scholars  being  seated  upon  long 
wooden  benches  with  no  backs,  the  writing  being 
done  with  the  old-fashioned  quill  pen.  The 
course  of  study  was  limited,  and  after  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  rudiments,  our  subject  attended 
the  academy' at  Greenwich  where  he  pursued 
higher  courses  under  competent  teachers,  Phi- 
lander Button  being  in  charge  of  the  institution 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  time.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  Mr.  Mead  left  school,  and  soon  afterward 
engaged  in  agriculture  as  a business.  When  he 
was  but  eight  years  old  his  father  died,  leaving 
him  a good  farm,  which  he  sold  about  eight 
vears  later  to  his  brother  Edwin;  but  he  doubted 
the  wisdom  of  this  arrangement  afterward,  and 
when  twenty-two  years  old  he  bought  hall  the 
tract  which  he  held  throughout  his  remaining 
years  as  a homestead,  although  for  one  year  he 
resided  in  Stanwich.  The  farm  includes  some  of 
the  best  land  in  the  township.  In  1882  Mr. 
Mead  retired  from  active  work,  and  he  now 
resides  with  his  son  George. 

On  May  20.  1851,  Mr.  Mead  was  married  in 
Greenwich  to  Miss  Elethea  Reynolds,  who  was 
born  in  that  town  May  4,  1826,  a daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Rachel  (Reynolds)  Reynolds.  She 
died  April  28,  1890,  deeply  mourned  by  all  who 
knew  her,  and  her  remains  now  rest  in  Putman 
cemetery.  Of  the  children  of  this  marriage,  (1) 
Mary  L.,  born  February  24,  1853,  married  May 
15,  1873,  A.  B.  Brush,  a prosperous  farmer  of 
New  Fairfield.  (2)  Ella  R. , born  July  1 7 • 1 ® 57 • 
died  November  13,  1896,  unmarried.  (3)  George 
M.  born  August  14,  1859,  is  a successful  agricult- 
urist of  Greenwich,  owning  a farm  which  for- 
merly belonged  to  Ambrose  Reynolds,  his  great- 
grandfather. He  is  a good  citizen,  and  politically 
he  is  a Republican.  On  September  29,  1886,  he 
married  Miss  Georgia  E.  Graves,  daughter  of 
George  W.  Graves,  of  Danbury.  She  died 
August  23,  1887,  leaving  no  children,  and  on 
October  17,  1893,  he  married  Jeannette  Mead 
Finch,  born  May  9,  1868,  at  Amboy,  Lee  Co., 
111.,  a daughter  of  Jared  and  Hannah  B.  (Mead) 
Finch,  the  latter  the  daughter  of  Elkanah  Mead, 
she  was  reared  in  Greenwich,  this  county.  They 
had  three  children:  Theodora  L. , born  August 
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:(),  1S94;  George  M.,  Jr.,  born  July  4,  1896;  and 
Hobert  R.,  born  June  14,  1898.  (4)  Anna  R., 

born  September  25,  1 861,  married  October  12, 
1881,  Nelson  B.  Mead,  of  Belle  Haven.  (5) 
Miss  Elathea  G.,  born  August  23,  1863.  (6) 

Joshua  R.,  born  January  8,  1866,  died  July  1 1, 
'^5-  (7)  Miss  Ada  B. , born  June  12,  1869. 
The  family  hold  a high  place  in  the  best  sociai 
circles  of  the  town.  For  fifty-five  years  Mr 
Mead  has  been  connected  with  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Greenwich,  of  which  his  wife  was  also 
a devout  member,  and  he  has  always  been  ready 
to  assist  in  religious  work  with  his  time  and 
means. 


PtHARLES  A.  BEERS  is  one  of  Bridgeport 
Jef  most  esteemed  citizens,  and  for  many  yea 
he  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  lea. 

he  is  no.eSSJi  te?StS  °f  his  ]0Cality'  At  Presel 

„ J."0t  ac,t'vel>'  ^ged  in  business,  but 
his  hfwf  i°  hUman  nature  wil1  observe  und. 

e ve  r PqU1V  ^ manner  th 

energy  6 Wh,ch  ,ndlcates  both  ability  an 

respectedkmn?  descendant  °f  an  old  and  highl 
this5  county  and"^  numerously  ^presented  i 
Beers  an/h'  d j!S  Rreat-grandfather,  Isaa 

r«XT "o: (“£"ST'  B'“!  <»•  wer 

father  of  our  subwf  Andrew  Beers,  th 
Easton  this  W3S  born  and  reared  ii 

educational  privileges  ^Mhe”^  ^ 

Ms  abilities  and  i£?  ,-th  y days'  and  a 
chanical  lines  he  h.  " tUr"ed  toward  me 
While  the  mannL^  f a"  edSe-to°*  maker 
plements,  such  as  axes  a°nd°hmm0ner  kinds  °f  im 
«f  his  time,  he  was  caLh^  ' ?.ccuPied  mud 
anything.  He  built  PRP  6 ?f  duPhcatlng  almos' 
which  was  ODeraud  i * faCt0ry  in  Easton, 
tin)e  he  had  three  wate  Water  Power’  and  at  one 
Pfoyed  several  w<Xen  Th  ’ ^ ='  3nd  em 
factory  was  peddled  o,  Prodnct  of  the 

*hen  the  custom  and  the  count.ry-  as  was 
tr'ps  he  caught  a cold  K ^i?"  °ne  of  his  ,re<3uenl 
> that  Se  h s h-lX  reSUlt6d  in  aSthma' 
during  the  last  tenv.  ? “em.ed  to  fail,  and 
1Dg  except  an  occasion3?  °f  h'S  llfe  he  did  noth- 
As  an  inventor  he  m e P' jCe  °f  Eght  tinkering. 

but  theycost  h 'Ved  S°me  valuable  ma- 
defense  of  his  ^enls^th"1*'1  f°rtune  for  the 
fnagements  by  other,  Prosecution  of  in- 
Mmagood  income  LHls  '"dustry  brought 

-f  evary  ossential'comfor1,5  SUpP‘ied 

a stanch  Republican  ,hh ' u ? Pohtlcs  he  was 
Prominence  in  pub]^  fiAh°Ug,h  ,he  "ever  sought 

he  was  a Method  " ?'  andJ’n  reli6'°us  faith 
modist,  he  and  his  wife  being 


| members  of  Church.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
I seventy-five,  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Wheeler),  who 
was  born  at  Booth’s  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Monroe, 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-nine.  Her  death  oc? 
curred  in  Bridgeport,  where  she  had  made  her 
home  for  several  years,  but  her  remains  were 
taken  to  Easton  to  be  interred  beside  those  of 
her  husband. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  a large  family 
of  children,  the  others  being  George  W. ; 
Marietta,  who  married  (first)  a Mr.  Booth,  and 
(second)  Nathan  R.  Sherman;  Mrs.  S.  E.  Lewis, 
who  resides  in  Bridgeport;  and  Charles  W.,  who 
died  in  childhood.  George  W.  Beers  was  born 
in  Easton,  May  1,  1829,  and  died  in  Bridgeport, 
July  26,  1892,  his  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in, 
Mountain  Grove  cemetery.  He  had  a most 
honorable  and  successful  career.  His  schooling 
was  limited,  but  he  seemed  to  have  inherited 
his  father's  mechanical  genius  and  skill,  and  as  a 
boy  he  was  often  employed  to  alter  old  flint-lock 
guns  to  the  more  modern  percussion  guns.  At 
twenty-one  he  went  to  Bridgeport  where  he 
entered  the  brass  factory  of  Wheeler  Beers,  in 
whose  employ  he  remained  for  some  time.  As 
his  savings  permitted,  he  engaged  in  manufactur- 
ing on  his  own  account,  meeting  with  success 
from  the  start.  He  became  connected  with 
numerous  business  enterprises,  being  at  the  head 
of  several,  and  for  nearly  thirty  years  he  was 
identified  with  the  Spring  Perch  Company,  of 
Bridgeport,  of  which  he  was  in  charge  for  some 
time,  giving  especial  attention  to  the  brass-work- 
ing department.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was 
employed  by  Jerusalem  Shaw  to  travel  over  the 
United  States  to  buy  old  gold  and  silver,  and  in 
this  as  in  other  lines  of  business  he  was  success- 
ful. He  was  the  inventor  of  the  Beers  patent 
curtain  roller  and  the  Beers  concealed  hinge, 
both  for  use  in  coaches,  and  in  connection  with 
his  varied  enterprises  he  acquired  a handsome 
fortune.  At  times  he  suffered  loss  by  fire,  but 
he  was  not  of  the  kind  to  be  discouraged  by 
reverses.  He  was  an  excellent  marksman,  and 
while  attentive  to  business  he  believed  in  recrea- 
tion and  often  found  time  to  go  hunting.  Polit- 
ically he  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  but 
beyond  voting  regularly  he  took  no  active  part 
in  the  support  of  the  organizatian.  He  never 
married. 

Charles  A.  Beers  was  born  November  4, 
1838,  at  the  old  home  in  Easton,  and  his  educa- 
tion was  begun  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood (Hall  Beardsley  being  his  first  teacher, 
and  Legrand  Beers,  of  Long  Hill,  one  of  his 
later  instructors),  and  for  a short  time  he  studied 
at  Easton  Academy.  His  progress  was  slow,  as 
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it  required  much  effort  for  him  to  learn,  espe- 
cially in  the  district  schools,  but  what  he  once 
comprehended  he  has  never  forgotten.  Until 
he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  he  remained  at 
the  homestead,  but  he  then  went  to  Bridgeport 
where  he  began  to  learn  the  business  of  silver 
plating  with  the  Spring  Perch  Company.  At 
this  time  the  clothes  he  wore  constituted  his 
only  earthly  possessions,  and  for  a time  he  made 
but  fifty  cents  per  day  by  his  work;  but  as  he 
made  good  progress  in  the  business  his  salary 
was  soon  increased.  In  time  his  earnings  ena- 
bled him  to  buy  a farm  in  Trumbull  township, 
where  he  resided  one  year,  but  when  his  brother, 
George  T.  Beers,  secured  control  of  the  manu- 
facturing business  with  which  he  was  then  con- 
nected—Brass  Department  of  the  Spring  Perch 
Company — our  subject  retired  to  Bridgeport  to 
engage  in  the  business.  After  his  brother’s 
death  Mr.  Beers  looked  after  his  interests,  but 
in  1898  he  disposed  of  them  and  retired.  While 
Mr.  Beers  has  never  aspired  to  political  honors, 
he  is  a strong  believer  in  the  principles  and  poli- 
cy of  the  Republican  party,  and  as  a citizen  he 
takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  all  the  questions 
of  the  times. 

In  1891  Mr.  Beers  built  his  present  comfort- 
able and  attractive  residence  at  No.  1258  Park 
avenue,  corner  of  Vine  street,  Bridgeport,  where 
he  is  now  passing  his  well-earned  leisure.  He 
was  married  in  1872  to  Miss  Anna  A.  Gould,  the 
only  living  child  of  Morris  and  Polina  (Wheeler) 
Gould.  Her  father  was  a representative  agricult- 
urist of  Fairfield  township,  and  a member  of  one 
of  the  prominent  families  of  the  county.  Mr. 
Beers  and  his  wile  are  leading  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Bridgeport,  and  their  fami- 
ly is  much  esteemed  socially.  They  have  five 
children:  Morris  A.,  who  married  Miss  Alice 
C.  Nelson,  January  4,  1899,  and  now  lives  in 
Fairfield  township;  George  G.,  Ellen  A.,  Charles 
W.,  and  May  L.,  all  four  living  at  home. 


MON.  CORNELIUS  MEAD.  In  these  days  | 

a restless  desire  for  change  leads  so  many 

to  break  the  ties  that  bind  them  to  their  early 
home,  that  it  is  especially  pleasing  to  find  a large 
family  connection  remaining  unbroken,  the  in- 
heritance from  the  pioneer  ancestry,  and  show- 
ing a just  appreciation  of  family  tradition  by  the 
careful  preservation  of  the  associations  of  the 
past.  The  Mead  family,  now  numerously  repre- 
sented in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  the  county,  and  much  of  the  land  occu- 
pied by  different  branches  of  the  family  has  been 
held  by  its  members  for  more  than  two  cen- 


turies. The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a leading  ag- 
riculturist of  Greenwich,  owns  a valuable  estate 
of  over  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which 
has  been  in  the  family  many  years,  and  his  pres- 
ent dwelling  house,  although  it  has  been  care- 
fully remodelled  and  fitted  up  with  modern  con- 
veniences, is  substantially  the  same  as  when  first 
built  in  1 796.  Mr.  Mead  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
esteemed  citizens,  his  long  and  useful  life  having 
won  for  him  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him, 
and  the  following  history  will  be  read  with  more 
than  usual  interest. 

Mr.  Mead  was  born  June  20,  1829,  at  his 
present  homestead,  and  is  of  the  seventh  genera- 
tion in  descent  from  John  Mead  [other  authorities 
say  'William],  who  came  from  England  about 
1642  [other  authorities  say  1635],  and  after  re- 
siding for  a time  in  Massachusetts,  and  at  Hemp- 
stead, Long  Island,  located,  in  1660,  in  the 
town  of  Greenwich,  with  his  two  sons,  John  and 
Joseph.  John,  son  of  the  pioneer,  had  a son 
known  in  the  family  records  as  Ebenezer(i),  and 
the  latter's  second  son,  known  as  Lieut.  Caleb 
Mead,  was  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 
Jonah  Mead,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  resided  at  the  present 
homestead,  where  he  died  in  1828,  his  remains 
being  interred  in  a private  cemetery  on  the  farm. 
He  was  married  three  times,  first  to  a lady  whose 
name  is  not  now  known;  second  to  a Miss  Husted; 
third  to  Miss  Mary  Mead,  and  he  had  eleven  chil- 
dren in  all,  seven  of  whom  lived  to  adult  age. 
Only  two  sons  survived:  Lot,  a child  of  the 

second  wife,  and  Drake,  our  subject’s  father,  who 
was  born  of  the  third  marriage.  Lot  Mead,  who 
was  fifteen  years  older  than  Drake,  never  mar- 
ried, and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six 
years. 

Drake  Mead  was  born  at  the  old  homestead 
in  1796,  and  was  reared  after  the  usual  customs 
of  that  day,  farm  work  occupying  much  of  his 
time.  He  had  a fine  intellect,  and  while  attend- 
ing a school  in  Stanwich,  this  county,  conducted 
by  Prof.  Buffett,  he  acquired  a good  practical 
education.  It  was  his  desire  to  study  medicine, 
and  at  one  time  he  began  his  preparation  for  the 
profession;  but  circumstances  were  so  much 
against  him  that  he  abandoned  the  plan.  He 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  Lot,  at  the  old  homestead, 
which  had  been  left  to  them  jointly,  and  they 
continued  together  until  the  death  of  the  latter. 
If  his  early  disappointment  as  to  his  calling  af- 
lected  Mr.  Mead  seriously,  he  never  manifested 
any  sign  in  later  years  as  he  seemed  to  thoroughly 
enjoy  the  work  of  his  farm,  and  his  success 
showed  his  ability  as  a manager.  He  was  a 
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strong,  well-proportioned  man,  five  feet,  ten 
inches  in  height,  and  of  robust  build,  and  he 
passed  the  allotted  time  of  man’s  years,  his  death 
occurring  when  he  was  aged  seventy-nine.  Read- 
ing, especially  in  ancient  history  and  the  Bible, 
was  his  chief  recreation,  and  his  excellent  mem- 
ory enabled  him  to  gather  a goodly  store  of  in- 
formation. While  taking  keen  interest  in  all  the 
questions  of  his  day,  he  was  not  a politician,  and 
although  he  was  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  he 
neither  never  sought  office  nor  held  one,  except 
that  of  selectman  in  which  he  served  one  term 
only.  He  was  a devout  Christian,  a strict  ob- 
server of  the  Sabbath,  and  was  a leading  mem- 
er  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Greenwich  vil- 
lage.  At  the  time  the  Church  edifice  was  built 
there  he  contributed  liberally,  and  for  some  years 
he  served  as  senior  warden.  When  about  thirty- 
two  years  old  he  married  Miss  Julia  A.  Knapp, 
aughter  of  William  Knapp,  a prominent  citizen 
of  Greenwich.  She  died  at  the  age  of  forty-twc 
tnd tbe  remains  of  both  parents  now  rest 
the  Ep,scopal  Cemetery  at  Greenwich.  Out 
subject  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  three  chil- 
dren,  the  others  being  William  Jonah,  a farmer 
mGreenwhich  township,  and  Julia  A.,  who  died 
«hen  nine  months  old. 

••  North  c,6ad’S  euUCation  was  be?un  in  the 
wich  wi.hTet  SCh°°'”  in  the  ^wn  of  Green- 
Later  he  attLT^^  Mead  as  his  first  teacher, 
ducted  bv  Pmf  PKe,enTCh  academy.then  con- 
vearw«c  . ' Phl]ander  Button,  and  one 

New  York  Ci  v”  ^ !h  3 grammer  scho°'  in 
assist  in  them  H hen  re,urned  home  to 
ever  since  be™"386™"1  ° ! thePIace.  and  he  has 
agricultural  interest 0^  1|dent,,fied  with  the 
"ever  disposed  nf  a ‘ h,6,  local,!T  He  has 

being  kept  inta  t"  aC*,e?  and‘  b‘s  inheritance 
POtation  as  a scientifi^  ^ 6"j°yS  3 high  re‘ 
A‘  the  age  of  thirtv-n  W|?rker  hls  chosen  line. 
Cheesman  a nat/*  "f  marned  Miss  Frances 

daughter  of  Joseph  B nT*  Y°rk  City‘  and  3 

housekeeping  in  a builri^6651”3"'  They  began 
afterafewvelrsth™  g T"  the  *arm‘  but 
which  they  Tl they.Jremoved  to  the  house  in 

bIessed  this  union- w'a1terChree  haVe 

ver-  Col.;  EdearT  ! !.  C’’  3 resident  of  Den- 

wh°  married  William3 p^il"6’  3nd  Miss  Mary  G-’ 
Mr  Mead  ;!  Richmond  Talbot. 

and  his  abil.ty  anSd  n.?KlCh  Democrat  politics, 

t0  be  frequently  ^ahed 'C  SP'r,t  haVe  caused  him 

CUl«ns  in  an  official^  P°"  t0  Serve  his  fellow 
[ears  he  represented  PhC’ty'  For  a number  of 
Legislature  and  town  in  ‘he  State 

including  that  0^  ^ Var'°US  loCaI  offices' 

°<  .b.  b»,rd 


affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Greenwich, 
and  he  and  his  family  are  prominent  in  social  and 
philanthropic  work,  his  wife  and  daughter  being 
active  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at 
Greenwich. 


TjJfENRY  DWIGHT  SIMONDS,  the  very  effi- 
Jfi  cient  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Bridge- 
port, Conn. , is  a native  of  Mansfield,  that  State, 
born  October  1 , 1 850,  a son  of  Elijah  and  Eunice 
(Walker)  Simonds.  The  father  was  born  in  the 
same  town  in  1821,  and  is  still  living,  at  Oxford, 
Mass.,  where  for  twenty  years  he  has  followed 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  served  two  years  as  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  being  a mem- 
ber of  Company  A,  25th  Mass.  V.  I.,  and  was 
discharged  on  account  of  illness.  Mr.  Simonds’ 
mother  was  born  in  West  Ashford,  Conn.,  in 
1830,  and  died  in  1872.  In  their  family  were 
three  children:  Henry  D.,  our  subject;  Ada  L., 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  L.  Ernest,  now  resid- 
ing in  Oxford,  Mass.  Mr.  Simonds' grandparents 
were  Asa  and  Keziah  (Conant)  Simonds,  the  lat- 
ter being  the  daughter  of  Sylvanus  Conant,  who 
who  was  a member  of  General  Putnam's  militia, 
located  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  under  General 
Washington,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  Asa  Simonds,  who  was  the  son  of 
Darius  Simonds,  lived  to  be  one  hundred  years 
and  six  months  old. 

Henry  D.  Simonds  commenced  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  but  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  he  was  compelled  to  leave 
school  and  earn  his  own  way  in  life.  Later  he 
attended  a commercial  school  taught  by  B.  G. 
Howes,  where  he  mastered  the  mysteries  of 
‘‘debit  and  credit,”  and  then  became  book- 
keeper for  the  dry-goods  house  of  J.  H.  Clarke  & 
Co.,  remaining  in  this  position  about  four  years, 
during  which  time  he  saved  enough  to  enable  him 
to  proceed  with  his  long-interrupted  education. 
Accordingly  he  entered  the  Oread  Collegiate  In- 
stitute at  Worcester,  of  which  institution  Harris 
R.  Greene  at  that  time  was  head  master,  and  Ava 
Williams  preceptress.  He  completed  his  college 
preparatory  work  at  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1872.  In  1876  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Wesleyan  University,  Middle- 
town,  Conn.  During  his  term  at  the  university,  as 
he  was  obliged  to  earn  the  money  with  which  to 
pay  his  way  (his  purpose  was  to  become  a minis- 
ter in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church),  he  sup- 
plied various  pulpits;  he  also  sang  in  churches 
and  in  the  glee  club.  During  the  vacation  months 
he  worked  in  the  Worcester  post  office.  He  taught 
school  for  five  months  during  the  senior  year, 
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thus  providing  means  with  which  to  remain  con-  social  relations  he  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M. , 
tinuously  in  college.  On  leaving  his  Alma  Mater  belonging  to  Ansantawae  Lodge  No.  89,  of  Mil- 
he  found  all  the  Conferences  East  were  more  than  ford,  of  which  he  is  past  master;  of  King  Solo- 
full,  and  his  past  experience  proving  that  he  had  mon’s  Chapter,  Birmingham,  Conn. ; and  is  a 
a talent,  as  well  as  a liking,  for  teaching,  he  Knight  Templar,  New  Haven  Conrmandery,  New 
abandoned  the  idea  of  entering  the  ministry  and  Haven.  Politically  Mr.  Simonds  is  an  ardent 
determined  to  make  teaching  his  life  work.  After  and  enthusiastic  Republican,  though  in  no  way 
his  graduation  from  the  Wesleyan  University  he  does  he  desire  political  preferment.  He  is  a 
was  first  engaged  to  teach  the  North  East  school,  public-spirited  man,  and  he  labors  through  his 
at  Hartford,  Conn,  but  there  was  a division  schoolroom  for  the  uplifting  of  humanity,  en- 
among  the  school  authorities,  and  on  the  arrival  deavoring  to  overcome  by  careful  teaching  and 
of  our  subject  at  that  temple  of  learning  he  example  the  possible  weakness  inherent  in  his 
found  the  candidate  of  the  opposing  party  already  pupils.  His  whole  life  has  been  devoted  to  this 
in  possession,  and  he  was  compelled  to  submit  to  work,  and  “in  scorn  for  miserable  aims  that 
the  inevitable.  In  consequence  of  this  he  was  end  with  self.” 

out  of  a position  for  several  months,  as  all  the  

schools  were  filled;  however,  he  brought  suit 

against  the  district,  and  recovered  $300  in  dam-  iPVOLONEL  SAMUEL  DASKAM.  This  well 
ages  and  the  entire  costs  of  the  suit.  known,  long-time  resident  of  Norwalk, 

In  November  of  that  year  he  went  to  teach  in  Conn.,  is  a native  of  that  city,  having  been  born 
Windsor,  Conn.,  continuing  into  the  following  there  January  31,  1823.  a son  of  Capt.  Samuel 
year,  and  while  there  he  was  the  organizer  of  the  Daskam,  who  commanded  a packet,  about  that 
High  School;  the  next  year  he  taught  in  the  time  plying  between  Norwalk  and  New  York, 
graded  schools  of  Broad  Brook,  a delightful  Our  subject's  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
manufacturing  town  a little  above  Hartford.  Lucretia  Fitch,  was  a great-grandniece  of  Thom- 
From  1879  to  1883,  inclusive,  he  was  superin-  as  Fitch,  who  was  governor  of  Connecticut  from 
tendent  of  schools  and  principal  of  high  school  at  1754  to  1766.  Grandfather  Daskam  fought  in 
Milford,  Conn.,  and  subsequently  for  two  years  the  Revolutionary  war. 

was  in  control  of  the  Fairfield  Academy  at  Fair-  Col.  Samuel  Daskam  received  a liberal  edu- 
field,  Conn.  Desiring  once  more  to  enter  public  cation,  and  graduated  from  Lovell’s  school  at 
school  work,  he  accepted  a position  as  principal  New  Haven.  At  one  time  he  was  employed  in 
of  the  Prospect  Street  Grammar  School,  Bridge-  one  of  the  “ Elm  City’s”  big  jewelry  stores.  On 
port,  having  twenty  teachers  and  from  one  thou-  October  4,  1847,  he  married  Arrietta  M.  Rogers, 
sand  to  twelve  hundred  pupils  under  him.  In  a native  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  daughter  of  Col. 
this  incumbency  he  remained  six  years,  when  he  Henry  Rogers,  a prosperous  business  man,  who 
was  chosen  principal  of  the  high  school,  and  he  removed  his  family  to  New  Haven  in  the  early 
has  just  completed  a most  successful  eighth  year  ’forties.  Some  time  after  their  marriage  Colonel 
in  this  position.  In  1893  Mr.  Simonds  was  elected  and  Mrs.  Daskam  removed  to  New  York,  and 
superintendent  of  the  city  schools,  but  declined,  subsequently  he  purchased  a jewelry  store  in 
preferring  to  keep  his  place  as  principal  of  the  Troy,  N.  Y.  (at  that  time  populated  by  many 
high  school.  He  is  one  of  those  instructors  former  residents  of  Norwalk),  and  there  met  with 
whose  pupils  follow  intuitively  the  course  he  di-  considerable  success.  Returning  to  Fairfield 
rects,  and  he  has  therefore  attained  success  far  county,  Conn.,  he  for  many  years  was  a resident 
above  the  average  in  his  chosen  field.  of  Ridgefield,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  Ridge- 

In  1884  Mr.  Simonds  married  Miss  Fannie  A.  field  station,  and  for  that  reason,  if  for  no  other, 
Tibbals,  daughter  of  George  Lemuel  and  Mary  everybody  thereabouts  is  familiar  with  the  Col- 
Ann  (Hurlbut)  Tibbals,  of  Milford,  Conn,  (she  onel’s  tall,  straight  form,  and  his  genial,  court- 
was  assistant  teacher  in  the  high  school  at  Mil-  eous  manner. 

ford  during  his  term  as  superintendent).  To  this  In  chronological  order  we  here  give  a por- 
union  three  children  have  been  born:  Elsie  Hurl-  tion  of  our  subject’s  public  record:  In  1842  he 

but,  Helen  Walker  and  Bruce  Tibbals.  Mr.  and  led  the  National  Blues  from  New  Haven  to  Bos- 
Mrs.  Simonds  are  liberal  supporters  of  the  First  ton,  the  Boston  Lancers  and  Boston  Tigers  re- 
Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  is  a deacon  ceiving  them.  1846 — was  one  of  the  five  marsh- 
and  also  a teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  For  als  appointed  to  receive  James  K.  Polk,  Presi- 
ten  years  he  has  served  as  recording  secretary  of  dent  of  the  United  States,  and  James  Buchanan, 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  in  which  organization  he  also  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  occasion  of  the  public 
has  charge  of  the  Civic  Club  as  lecturer.  In  his  dinner  held  at  the  “ Tontin  Hotel.”  1853 — waS 
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appointed  United  States  marshal  by  Franklin 
Pierce,  President  of  the  United  States.  In  1865 
he  was  elected  mayor  of  Norwalk,  and  again  in 
1 866.  In  1888-89-90-91-92-93  and  ’94  he  was 
a selectman  of  Norwalk.  In  1896  he  was  one 
of  the  managers  of  the  State  Society,  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.  1897 — was  elected  dele- 
gate to  the  National  convention,  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  at  Morristown,  N.  J. ; and 
in  1898  was  elected  a delegate  to  the  National 
Society’s  convention,  Sons  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution, at  Detroit,  Mich.  In  politics  it  is  al- 
most unnecessary  to  add  that  the  Colonel  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  one  of  the  old  school.  He 
has  one  daughter,  Jennie  May  Daskam,  married 
to  James  Lawrence  Stevens,  of  Norwalk,  and 
one  granddaughter,  Eunice  Daskam  Stevens. 


EkR.  EDWARD  A.  STRATTON,  of  Danbury, 
V is  a decendant  of  good  New  England  stock, 
and  has  been  successful  in  his  profession. 


MON.  ROBERT  ADAMS  CLARK.  If  the 
true  value  of  life  is  to  be  found  in  the  de- 
velopment of  character,  we  must  count  as  most 
fortunate  those  to  whom  early  limitations  have 
lent  their  stern  aid  by  bringing  their  energies  into 
practical  and  effective  use.  The  subject  of  this 
biography,  now  a prosperous  agriculturist  of  New- 
town, has  made  his  own  way  in  life,  attaining, 
with  his  present  enviable  position,  a name  worthy 
of  his  sires,  beloved  and  widely  known  in  his 
native  State,  a name  none  mention  but  to  praise. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a native  of  Newtown  township, 
having  been  born  in  Zoar  District  April  9, 
1832,  and  he  belongs  to  one  of  the  prominent 
families  of  that  locality.  The  first  ancestor  of 
whom  we  have  a record  is  James  Clarke,  who 
was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Fundamental  Arti- 
cles of  Agreement  when  New  Haven  was  settled 
'n  >639,  his  wife,  one  daughter  and  two  sons, 
John  and  James,  constituting  his  family  at  that 
time.  James,  Jr.,  the  earliest  settler  of  the  name 
in  Fairfield  county,  moved  to  Stratford, ^vhere 
his  father  made  his  home  prior  to  his  death.  All 
the  early  ancestors  spelled  the  name  Clarke,  but 
in  the  present  generation  it  is  written  with  and 
without  the  final  "e.” 

James  (2 1 was  married  about  1662  to  Deborah 
Peacock,  daughter  of  John  Peacock,  of  Strat- 
ford, this  county,  and  his  remaining  years  were 
spent  there.  His  wife  died  December  14,  1705, 
at  the  age  of  sixtv-one  years.  He  died  February 

29.  1712. 

James  Clarke  (3),  a son  of  James  and  De- 


borah Clarke,  was  born  in  Stratford  February  12, 
1664,  and  was  married  May  24,  J698,  to  Jane 
Griffin  (widow  of  Thomas),  by  whom  he  had  a 
son,  Zachariah. 

Zachariah  Clarke  was  born  in  Stratford  June 
8,  1702,  and  on  November  21,  1 727,  was  mar- 
ried to  Eunice  Staples,  of  Fairfield.  He  died 
October  4.  1785. 

Zachariah  Clarke  (2),  a son  of  Zachariah  and 
Eunice  Clarke,  was  born  in  Stratford  in  May, 
1739.  and  w’as  in  his  prime  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  He  settled  in  Zoar  District,  of 
Newtown,  where  he  engaged  in  agriculture,  and 
became  quite  influential  in  local  affairs.  Like 
many  of  the  old-time  residents  of  this  county  he 
was  a slaveholder,  and  at  his  death  he  bequeathed 
a small  estate  to  one  of  his  bondsmen,  named 
Asa.  On  February  4,  1761,  he  married  Mary 
Bacon,  who  was  born  in  Middletown,  Conn., 
July  13,  1737.  daughter  of  Darnel  and  Hannah 
Beardsley  Bacon.  She  died  in  1800,  and  his 
death  occurred  August  12.  1831.  when  he  was 
ninety-two  years  and  four  months  of  age.  Their 
children  were  Andrew,  who  settled  in  Newtown; 
Daniel,  born  November  10,  17 — , who  made  his 
home  in  Southbury.  Conn.  ; James,  our  subject's 
grandfather;  Zachariah,  a resident  of  Newtown; 
Polly,  who  married  Isaac  Beardsley  and  resided 
in  Tioga  county,  N.  Y.;  Pamelia,  wife  of  David 
Beardsley,  also  of  Tioga  county,  N.  Y. ; Mehita- 
bel,  born  March  21,  1762,  who  married  Philo 
Sherman,  of  Newtown;  Hannah,  born  March  10, 
1764,  who  married  Elias  Beardsley;  and  Esther, 
born  June  23,  1766. 

James  Clarke,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  June  13,  1769,  in  Zoar.  and  followed  farm- 
ing in  that  locality,  being  the  owner  of  a large 
tract  of  land.  In  his  manner  he  was  quiet  and 
unassuming,  but  his  sterling  qualities  of  charac- 
ter gained  him  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
and  to  such  a marked  degree  that  he  wielded 
much  influence  in  the  community.  He  died  No- 
vember 1 , 1857,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Polly  Sherman,  died  March  11,  1848, 
aged  seventy-nine  years.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Sherman,  of  Monroe,  who  was  mar- 
ried in  December,  1754.  to  Jerusha  Thompson, 
born  May  7,  1735,  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
Thompson,  of  Monroe,  this  county,  and  a de- 
scendant of  Governor  Welles,  one  of  the  early 
governors  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut.  James 
and  Polly  Clarke  had  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: (1)  Grandison,  born  March  16,  1794, 

married  Hannah  Hard;  (2)  Lucius,  born  August 
26,  1795;  (3)  Everett,  born  June  29.  1797,  was 
married  in  Bethel  to  Ann  Barnum;  (4)  Eliza, 
born  September  13,  1799,  married  Levi  Ed- 
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wards,  a merchant  and  influential  politician  of 
Monroe,  who  died  December  18,  1896,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Hepsey,  now  the  wife  of  Le  Grand 
G.  Beers;  (5)  Polly,  born  November  6,  1801 
married  Abijah  Hard,  and  removed  to  New  lork 
State-  (6)  John,  born  November  3,  1803,  mar- 
ried (first)  Mary  Curtis  and  (second)  Sally 
French,  and  became  the  lather  of  A.  F.  Clarke; 

{7)  William,  our  subject’s  father,  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below;  (8)  Zachariah,  born  August 
27,  1808,  married  (first)  Sarah  Ann  Camp  and 
(second)  Sarah  Ann  Gregory;  (9)  Anna  Maria, 
born  January  7,  1811,  married  Charles  C.  War- 
ner; (io)  Huldah,  born  May  20,  1813.  married 
James  B.  Beers,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. : and  (11) 
James,  Jr.,  born  April  14,  181  5-  married  Sarah 
Munson,  of  Hamden,  Conn.  The  children  set- 
tled mainly  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  homestead, 
James.  Grandison,  William  and  Anna  Maria  re- 
maining in  Newtown;  Everett  and  Zachariah  in 
Bethel;  Eliza,  John  and  Lucius  in  Monroe.  All 
belonged  to  the  Episcopal  Church  and  were 
prominent  in  that  organization  in  their  respective 
localities,  those  who  remained  at  Newtown  being 
members  of  St.  James  Church  at  Z oar. 

William  Clarke,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  December  15,  1805,  in  Zoar,  and  al- 
ways resided  at  the  old  homestead.  While  he 
engaged  in  farming  to  some  extent,  he  was  a 
cabinet  maker  by  trade,  and  his  time  was  chiefly 
given  to  that  work  until  his  health  failed.  He 
was  an  active,  energetic  man,  very  ambitious, 
and  possessed  decided  talent  in  his  line,  but  his 
death,  which  occurred  April  27,  1846,  at  the 
comparatively  early  age  of  forty,  cut  short  a 
most  promising  career.  On  September  18,  1828, 
he  married  Miss  Nancy  Jannette  Adams,  by 
whom  he  had  one  son,  our  subject.  The  history 
of  the  Adams  family  will  be  given  below,  and  we 
will  now  proceed  with  the  account  of  our  sub- 
ject’s life. 

Robert  A.  Clark  commenced  bis  education  in 
the  district  schools  near  his  home,  and  later  at- 
tended the  academy  at  Newtqwn  village,  then 
conducted  by  Professor  Keeler.  He  made  good 
use  of  these  opportunities  and  has  always  been 
an  extensive  reader,  keeping  well  informed  on  all 
current  events.  On  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  he  entered  upon  the  serious  work  of 
earning  a livelihood,  and  for  four  and  one-half 
years  was  employed  by  S.  Curtis  in  a comb  fac- 
tory at  Berkshire,  Conn.  He  then  settled  upon 
a farm  in  the  town  of  Monroe,  near  Stepney, 
where  he  remained  for  six  years,  and  later  he 
taught  school  for  a year.  The  following  year  he 
spent  in  Brookfield,  and  in  1862  he  purchased 
from  the  heirs  of  Glover  Skidmore  about  fifty- 


acres  of  land  near  Hawleyville,  to  which  he  has 
added  as  time  passed  until  he  now  owns  a fine 
farm  of  125  acres.  He  has  made  many  improve- 
ments on  the  place,  the  buildings  having  been 
remodeled  or  rebuilt,  and  by  his  judicious  man- 
agement of  the  property  he  has  won  substantial 
rewards  in  a financial  way.  General  farming 
has  occupied  his  attention  during  the  greater  part 
of  his  life,  although  for  some  years  public  busi- 
ness and  the  charge  of  numerous  estates  entrust- 
ed to  him  have  claimed  his  almost  exclusive  at- 
tention. , , 

In  politics  our  subject  has  always  been  a 
Democrat,  and  his  ability  and  public  spirit  are 
recognized  by  his  fellow-citizens,  who  have  fre- 
quently chosen  him  to  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. In  1868  he  represented  his  town 
in  the  General  Assembly,  his  colleague  be>ng 
Hon.  Ezra  Morgan,  father  of  Hon.  D.  N-  Mor- 
gan, United  States  Treasurer.  He  has  held  the 
office  of  assessor  for  four  terms,  and  for  about 
ten  years  has  been  tax  collector,  his  election  to 
that  post  for  two  years  past  having  been  unani- 
mous, both  parties  uniting  upon  him  as  a candi- 
date. In  religious  faith  he  is  an  Episcopalian, 
and  for  many  years  he  has  been  a leading  mem- 
ber of  Trinity  Church  at  Newtown. 

On  December  23,  1856,  Mr.  Clark  married 
Miss  Emeline  L.  Blackman,  daughter  of  Simeon 
S.  and  Lucy  Blackman,  of  Newtown,  and  of  the 
four  children  born  to  this  union  three  are  living . 
(1)  Ellen  L.,  born  Julv  2,  i860,  married  Morti- 
mer B.  Terrill,  of  Sandy  Hook,  and  they  have 
five  children — Edna,  Helen,  Clark,  Grace  an 
Herbert.  (2)  Julia  E.,  born  March  27,  1802, 
married  Chester  Howard  Brush,  of  Danbury, 
Conn.,  who  was  a postoffice  inspector  during  t e 
Harrison  administration,  and  in  March,  '897'  w®s 
appointed  recorder  of  the  General  Land  Office  y 
President  McKinley.  (3)  William  B.,  born  Apn 
30,  1868,  died  in  1872.  (4)  Herbert  S..  born 

July  19,  1870.  is  in  New  York  City. 

Mrs.  Emeline  L.  Blackman  Clark  is  a direc 
descendant  of  Rev.  Adam  Blakeman,  who, 
ing  from  Staffordshire,  Engl.,  with  his  little 
founded  the  settlement  of  Stratford  in  1 39- 
(2)  John  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Ke\- 
Henry  Smith,  of  Wethersfield,  about  1 65 3-  e 
died  in  1662;  she  died  in  1706,  after  thrice  re 
marrying.  (3)  Ebenezer  married  Patience  1 
coxson  (daughter  of  John  Wilcoxson),  Octo  e 
I 24.  1681.  He  died  in  1715.  From  this  union 
i (4)  John,  born  April  4.  1685,  married  A i°al 
Beers  (daughter  of  Joseph),  of  Fairfield,  °r 
April  24,  1692,  and  died  March  27,  1762.  e- 
were  among  the  original  settlers  of  Newtown. 
• --  * - •—*— 57,  1 720. 


(5)  John,  born  in  Newtown,  September  2 
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died  August  26,  1807.  He  married  Margery 
Glover  (daughter  of  John),  who  was  born  about 
1725.  and  died  March  29,  1804.  (6)  John,  bom 
in  Newtown  about  1745,  died  July  9,  1824.  He 
married  Dimah  Seeley,  who  was  born  about  1 750 
and  d,ed  April  10,  1785.  (7)  Simeon  Seeley 

Blackman  (later  generations  spelled  the  name 
Blackman)  was  born  March  16,  1785,  and  died 
January  12,  1852.  He  married,  December  21, 
l’4'  Lufy  Northrop  (daughter  of  Ezra  Nor- 
th  op  and  Lucina  (Dibble),  his  wife,  of  Brook- 
fie'd)  who  was  bom  February  24,  1791,  and 

25'  ,869-  (8)  Emeline  L Black- 
man was  born  December  28.  1831.  The  family 

and  Mrs- c]ark  was  the 
was  born  and  ^ “ Whkh  Sbe 

/AH?m^r,bje,Ct  S mo,her’  Mrs-  Nancy  Jannette 
3 Uar)ne  a/wWaS,b0rn  MarCh  6'  >808,  in  N„? 
<0  ,8Q2aLat[y’  Conn-  and  died  APH1 
She  was  a years  and  one  month. 


and  ten  months.  Her  last  days  were  spent  at 
Hawleyville,  and  her  remains  now  rest  in  the 
cemetery  there. 


She  was  a T K‘y',uur  years  and  one  1 

one  was  a descendant  of  Freeware 

Kaiiv v7-  1*2?,.  ? 

land  in  Newtown  anA0”"15  LSan,0rd  a tract  of 
about  that  time  as  hiAna^3^  located  there 
ords  not  long  afterward ame  appears  in  the  rec- 
Stratford  lanuarvs  ?.'  He  was  married  in 

“ his  W*I1,  made  Augusts’  moT  G’lpi”'  a"d 

hls  "trusty  and  loviJL?  3’  • 7i  ' he  const|tutes 
Stratford,”  his  sole  «./  ous,n’  Samuel  Adams,  of 
Samuel,  Ephra  ° His  ^'Bren  were 

ferly,  MrsP  E ^rfenra  a«  ' Abi*ail  Kim- 
Hnll,  Mrs.  Sarah St™  ^ ' Mrs'  Elizabeth 
and  Abiah.  Stevens-  M,ss  Mehitabel  Adams 

MrsANaanhcjmj  Qart  ’ Rreat-erandfather  of 
,0  Hannah  Warner’  Z**™”™*  Mav  »4.  1753, 

r«ide  and  where  their  rh^f,erbUry’  Where  they 
was  born  August  20  , dren  Jwere  b°™-  She 
21,  1817,  ’ 72^’  and  died  February 

^nEJanAArr28Ar7Sc6ClaHkA  Krandfather,  was 
Je*aS  married  kwh  d'ed  Ju,y  29'  i83°- 
®aldwm,  who  was  bornTb  'S’  '775'  t0  Anna 
Matthew  Baldwin  and  ri’ At'n5’  the  dau6hter  of 
rCr  remains  beL  il  ed1December  >7-  >841. 
Celery  at  Naug8t  "‘  rr®d  ln  |he  Gunntown 
■ Truman  Adame  w*’  Connecticut. 

Xa«?atuck  7^r.S;  Clark’s  father, 


“us<uuck,  Anril  , , , was  born 

,8J”er  by  occupation  7'u  78f.’  and  became  a 
3,  and  was  buried  d,ed  November  5 
t«Swi,e’  whose  maredda‘  S‘epne>''  ‘his  county! 
'*r:  *«  born  in  w'  " name  was  Minerva  For- 

’ °°5,  aged  mnetv-six  v«rc 


t€r, 

and 


MEAD,  deceased.  The  subject  of 
— — ™is  brief  memoir,  who  passed  to  the  un- 
seen  life  December  25,  1896,  was  for  many 
years  a leading  resident  of  the  town  of  Green- 
wich. His  life,  which  was  extended  beyond  the 
allotted  limit  of  man's  years,  was  free  from  am- 
bitious efforts  to  attract  public  notice,  yet  in  its 
quiet  usefulness  it  made  an  impression  upon  the 
community  which  will  remain  as  an  inspiration 
for  good  among  all  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Mead  was  born  August  14,  1817,  at  In- 
dian Field,  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  son  of 
Deacon  Jonas  Mead  and  his  second  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Hannah  Mead.  The  Mead 
family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent 
m this  section,  our  subject  having  been  of  the 
seventh  generation  in  direct  descent  from  John 
Mead,  the  well-known  pioneer  [other  authorities 
say  William].  A more  extended  account  of  the 
family  appears  elsewhere.  In  1820  our  subject’s 
parents  removed  from  the  old  homestead  at  In- 
dian Field  to  another  farm,  at  Byron  Shore,  in 
the  extreme  southwestern  part  of  the  township, 
and  there  Mr.  Mead  grew  to  manhood  amid  the 
wholesome  surroundings  of  a typical  country 
home.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  locality,  and  during  his  youth 
he  became  familiar  with  the  details  of  farm  man- 
agement through  assisting  his  father  in  the  work 
of  the  homestead.  He  and  his  only  brother, 
Milo  Mead,  now  a resident  of  the  township, 
succeeded  to  the  estate,  which  was  greatly  in- 
creased in  value  in  late  years  owing  to  the  rapid 
settlement  of  the  locality.  The  village  of  New 
Lebanon,  a portion  of  East  Port  Chester,  is 
built  upon  land  which  was  formerly  a part  of  the 
homestead.  In  November,  1845,  Mr.  Mead 
married  Miss  Deborah  Howe,  with  whom  he 
spent  more  than  half  a century  of  happy  wedded 
life.  They  began  housekeeping  upon  the  farm 
in  the  same  house  that  is  now  occupied  by  his 
widow,  but  later  he  purchased  a farm  on  King 
Street,  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  where  he 
spent  his  remaining  years.  While  he  was  not 
an  office  seeker,  he  took  much  interest  in  all  that 
concerned  the  welfare  of  his  country,  keeping 
well-informed  upon  the  political  issues  of  the  day. 

In  1840  he  gave  his  Presidential  vote  to  John  G. 
Birney,  the  candidate  of  the  Liberty  party,  and 
his  earnest  opposition  to  slavery  led  him  to  sup- 
port the  Republican  party  from  its  organization. 

He  was  active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


180 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  Congregational  Church  at  Greenwich,  to 
which  his  family  has  contributed  from  pioneer 
times,  and  his  remains  now  rest  in  the  Congre- 
gational cemetery  in  that  town. 

Mrs.  Mead,  who  is  held  in  high  esteem  in  the 
community,  was  born  September  5,  1817,  at 
Peck’s  Land,  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  where 
her  father,  Jonas  Howe,  was  a prominent  agri- 
culturist. Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Anna  Mead,  was  a descendant  of  John  Mead,  the 
pioneer.  This  worthy  couple  had  four  children: 
Deborah  (now  Mrs.  Mead);  and  Allen,  Isaac  and 
Lewis,  all  three  deceased.  Soon  after  the  death 
of  our  subject,  Mrs.  Mead  fell  and  broke  her  hip, 
inflicting  an  injury  which  she  has  not  yet  re- 
covered from,  but  with  this  exception  she  enjoys 
excellent  health,  and  her  bright  and  clever  in- 
tellect and  well-preserved  physique  would  make 
a new  acquaintance  think  her  thirty  years 
younger  than  the  date  of  her  birth  would  indi- 
cate. At  present  she  resides  in  the  old  home 
made  dear  by  the  memories  of  her  early  married 
life,  althought  the  surroundings  are  now  much 
changed,  the  village  of  East  Port  Chester  having 
encroached  upon  the  farm.  She  has  no  children, 
but  her  declining  years  are  blessed  with  every 
material  comfort,  her  husband  having  left  a val- 
uable estate  at  his  death.  The  Howe  family 
dates  from  pioneer  times,  and  is  numerously  rep- 
resented in  the  county,  as  will  be  seen  from  other 
biographies  in  this  volume. 


CtHARLES  C.  BETTS,  a leading  citizen  of 
1 Norwalk,  has  been  for  many  years  a promi- 
nent figure  in  business  circles,  having  been  con- 
nected for  nearly  half  a century  with  the  Louns- 
bury  & Bissell  Company,  of  Winnipauk,  of 
which  he  is  now  president.  He  is  an  extensive 
land-owner,  also,  and  in  fact  enjoys  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  an  excellent  farmer,  his  estates 
showing  the  results  of  judicious  supervision. 

The  ancestry  of  Mr.  Betts  includes  several  of 
the  oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  families  of 
this  section.  During  the  skirmish  with  the  Brit- 
ish forces  at  Norwalk,  in  1779,  Capt.  Stephen 
Betts  was  in  command  of  a company  of  militia 
and  fifty  soldiers  of  the  regular  army,  and  Thad- 
deus  Betts,  as  justice  of  the  peace,  afterward 
took  his  testimony  as  to  the  events  of  that  period, 
the  record  being  preserved  at  Hartford.  Thad- 
deus  Betts  is  credited  with  having  brought  six 
cannon  to  the  town  two  years  previous,  and 
these  did  effective  service  in  repelling  the  invad- 
ers. The  head  of  the  family  in  America  is 
Thomas  Betts,  who  came  from  England  in  1639 
with  his  wife,  Mary,  settling  at  Guilford,  New 


Haven  Co.,  Conn.  Among  the  eight  children  of 
this  pioneer  couple  was  a son,  John,  who  was 
born  in  Guilford,  in  1652,  but  became  a resi- 
dent of  Norwalk  and  rendered  distinguished  serv- 
ice as  a representative  from  that  town  in  the 
Colonial  General  Assembly  at  Hartford,  m the 
sessions  of  October,  I73»  i October,  1736;  May, 
>739',  May  and  October,  I74*»  May,  1742,  and 
May,  1743.  On  May  10,  17 39.  the  General  As- 
sembly elected  him  one  of  the  auditors  to  exam- 
ine the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Colony, 
and  later  he  was  appointed  by  the  same  body  to 
the  office  of  justice,  which  he  held  from  May, 
1746  to  1748.  He  married  Damaris  Lockwood, 
and  had  a son.  Thaddeus,  of  whom  an  account 
is  given  as  follows: 

Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts  was  born  in  Norwalk, 
and  there  practiced  medicine  for  many  years 
with  great  success.  His  first  wife,  Mary  (Gold), 
died  November  20,  1752.  and  his  second,  Eliza- 
beth (Maltby),  passed  away  February  8,  17p9- 
His  third  wife,  Eleanor  Fairchild,  survived  him, 
attaining  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four.  He 
had  three  children:  Sarah,  William  M.  and  Mary, 
all  by  his  second  marriage. 

Hon.  William  Maltby  Betts,  our  subjects 
grandfather,  made  his  home  in  Norwalk,  and  or 
many  years  served  as  postmaster,  and  judge  0 
probate  (he  also  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war).  He  represented  the  town  m the 
State  Legislature  in  1801,  1802,  1803,  1 04, 
1809  and  1810.  His  wife,  Lucretia  (Gregory), 
was  a native  of  Norwalk,  and  they  had  t ree 
children:  William  G.,  Thaddeus  and  Angehne. 

Hon.  Thaddeus  Betts,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  in  Norwalk,  February  4,  1 7^9»  a" 
after  graduating  from  Yale  College,  in  1 °7> 
studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Barm  1 1 ■ 
He  continued  to  reside  in  Norwalk,  but  hisdea 
occurred  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  April  7,  • 4 • 
Like  all  of  his  family,  he  took  much  interest  m 
religious  work,  and  for  years  he  was  a 'ea  in° 

member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  or 

walk.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig,  and  his 1 a 1 
ties  as  a statesman  were  recognized  in  the  big 
councils  of  the  party.  At  one  time  he  was 
tenant -Governor  of  Connecticut,  and  he  a 
served  as  United  States  Senator  from  this  b a • 
His  standing  among  his  associates  is  well  s 0 
by  the  remarks  of  Hon.  Thomas  B.  Osborne, 
Fairfield,  in  the  State  House:  “Mr.  Betts 
distinguished  for  acuteness  of  intellect,  vig°r  , 
understanding,  and  the  soundness  and  probi  y 
his  life.  He  was  early  brought  in  contact  wi 
the  most  eminent  men  that  ever  adorned  the 
of  New  England.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  tha 
sustained  and  distinguished  himself  among  s 
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men  as  Daggett,  Sherman,  Smith  and  Sherwood.  ” 
Mr.  Betts  married  Miss  Antoinette  Cannon,  of 
Norwalk,  a daughter  of  John  Cannon,  Jr.,  and  a 
member  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  the  locality. 
The  Cannons  are  of  French  descent,  and  have 
been  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church  from 
the  early  days.  Six  children  were  born  of  this 
marriage:  Sally,  JohnM.,  Harriet,  Eliza,  Charles 
C.  and  Frederick  T.,  the  last  two  being  now  the 
only  survivors. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Nor- 
walk August  20,  1819,  in  the  house  which  he 
now  occupies  as  a residence.  His  boyhood  was 
mainly  spent  in  his  native  place,  but  for  a short 
time  he  held  a position  as  clerk  in  New  York 
City.  In  the  spring  of  185!  he  became  interest- 
ed in  the  Lounsbury  & Bissell  Company,  which 
was  incorporated  in  1840,  with  a capital  of  $200,- 
o°o,  for  the  manufacture  of  felts  of  every  de- 
scription. He  has  been  connected  with  the  com- 


pany ever  since,  and  his  shrewd  judgment  has 
been  a potent  factor  in  the  success  of  the  busi- 
ness The  factory,  a large  stone  building,  is  lo- 
cated at  Winmpauk,  about  a mile  and  a half 
from  Norwalk,  the  street  cars  affording  a con- 
vemtm  means  of  transit.  As  his  business  inter- 
ests have  required  close  attention,  Mr.  Betts  has 
not  taken  an  active  part  in  political  life,  but  he 
Hr  uPholder  o(  ‘he  principles  of  the  Re- 
0n  SePtember  30,  1850,  he 
h»7  M,ss  Mary  E.  Bissell,  by  whom  he  has 
had  n,ne  ch  id  Thaddeus  c £d  d c 

2S? J-  « . S.II,  S„  Mary  A. 

tafh,aJ  Charlotte  F..  and  all 

The  Mary.  and  Harry  are  still  living. 

Convrpiy !/  1Si  Prominently  identified  with  the 

daughter  Boe/tS  r*  "ative  of  Norwa,k-  and  a 
whose  abiliiu  ex‘G°vernor  Clark  Bissell,  a man 
honor  to  **  3 aWyer  and  statesman  was  an 
ACCOrdin«  t0  tradition 

"Ms  who  fled  to  Kn  1 family  Were  Hn8ue- 
tions  sufierpA  ’ and  t0  escape  the  persecu- 

in  the  latter  6 by  fol,0"’ers  of  that  faith 

ProUbly' sealed  °/thasix‘eenth  century.  They 
«"ns  ,0  have  hJ"  S°mersetsh,re.  but  there 
Worcesterchlp  u a branch  of  ‘he  family  in 

spelled  Byssell  ^B^lte6  The6  SOfmetimes 
described  in  r„,i,  . J.le’  The  coat  o{  arms  is 
first  of  the  name  7 * ComPlete  Armory.”  The 
John  Bissell  whn  ° tbis  coul,try  was 

a»d  landed  in  Pi  was  born  in  England  in  1591 
b^emoved  ir,Uth'  MaSS  ’ in  1626  or  1628. 
Conn.  Clark  Ri«  nen»/ears  Ia,er  t0  Windsor, 
the  eighth  genera*  6 ’ jS'  Letts’  father,  was  of 
* deration  direct  descent  from  this 


worthy  emigrant,  and  was  born  in  Lebanon, 
Conn.,  September  7,  1782.  He  was  the  eldest 
of  three  sons,  and  as  his  father  was  a farmer  who 
found  it  hard  to  malce  headway  financially,  the 
boy’s  education  would  have  been  limited  to  the 
narrow  curriculum  of  the  district  schools  of  that 
early  time  had  he  not  possessed  an  unquencha- 
ble desire  for  knowledge,  and  the  force  of  char- 
acter to  secure  a collegiate  course  through  his 
own  exertions.  In  1806  he  graduated  from  Yale 
College,  and  in  1 809  was  admitted  to  the  Bar, 
where  he  speedily  won  high  honors.  In  1 829  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature  from  Norwalk,  and 
in  the  same  year  he  was  chosen  judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Errors  and  Superior  Court.  This 
position  he  held  until  1839,  when  he  resigned,  and 
in  1842  and  ’43  he  represented  the  Twelfth  dis- 
trict in  the  State  Senate.  In  1847-48  he  was 
governor  of  the  State,  and  while  holding  this  po- 
sition he  was  appointed  Kent  professor  of  law  at 
Yale  College,  a position  which  was  most  congenial 
to  him,  and  which  he  continued  to  fill  until  old  age 
compelled  him  to  abandon  active  labor.  In  1 850 
he  was  again  a member  of  the  Legislature,  there  be- 
ing at  that  time  an  important  controversy  pending 
which  affected  the  interests  of  Norwalk.  He 
died  September  15,  1857,  and  his  wife,  Sally 
Sherwood,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  April, 
1811,  died  February  27,  1856.  She  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Weston,  this  county,  and  was  of 
English  descent,  tracing  her  lineage  to  Thomas 
Sherwood,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1 586, 
and  came  to  America  in  1634  with  his  wife  and 
four  children.  They  settled  in  Fairfield,  where 
ten  other  children  were  born,  and  their  descend- 
ants are  now  numerous. 


JfAMES  SINCLAIR  JENKINS,  junior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Taylor  & Jenkins,  attorneys  at 
law,  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  county,  was  born 
in  that  city  October  31,  1871,  son  of  George  A. 
Jenkins.  He  is  of  Welsh  descent,  his  first 
ancestor  in  this  country  having  been  James  W. 
Jenkins,  a native  of  Wales,  who  settled  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  carried  on  a hardware  busi- 
ness. His  son  James  was  also  a hardware  dealer 
in  New  York  City,  where  he  was  born  in  1755  and 
died  in  1817.  His  son,  also  named  James,  was  bora 
in  New  York  City  in  1789,  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business,  and  died  in  1837.  He  married  a 
Miss  Gordon,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  a niece  of 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  the  Scottish  statistician  and 
agriculturist. 

George  Alston  Jenkins,  son  of  the  last  named 
James,  was  born  in  New  York  in  1816,  and  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  that  city.  He  received  a. 
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good  education,  attending  boarding  school  at 
New  Canaan,  Conn.,  and,  after  commencing  a 
business  life,  followed  for  a time  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  immediate  ancestors,  carrying  on  the  hard- 
ware business.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  National  Academy  of  Design,  of  which  he  is 
now  a fellow,  and  engaged  quite  extensively  in 
importing  paintings  from  Europe.  He  was  also 
interested  in  the  real-estate  business,  and  in 
1865  settled  in  Stamford,  where  he  bought  and 
improved  real  estate,  doing  considerable  in  that 
line.  Mr.  Jenkins  was  married  in  Stamford  to 
Emma  Clarke,  daughter  of  John  Clarke,  and  two 
sons,  James  Sinclair  and  George  Alston,  were 
born  to  them. 

James  S.  Jenkins  was  a pupil  in  H.  U. 
King’s  private  school  during  his  early  boyhood, 
later  studying  at  St.  Mark’s  school,  in  South- 
borough,  Mass.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  entered 
Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  the  classical  course  in  1894.  This  he  followed 
with  a course  in  the  law  school  of  the  same 
university,  graduating  with  the  class  of  1896, 
after  which  for  several  months  he  was  in  the  of- 
fice of  Hart  & Keeler,  lawyers  in  Stamford.  In 
February,  1897,  the  firm  of  Taylor  & Jenkins 
was  established.  In  social  connection  Mr.  Jen- 
kins is  a member  of  the  Suburban  Club  -of  Stam- 
ford, the  Stamford  Yacht  Club,  the  Wee  Burn 
Golf  Club  of  Norton,  the  Yale  University  Club  and 
the  Graduates  Club  of  New  Haven,  and  the  Uni- 
versity Club,  and  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York. 
While  at  the  university  he  was  a member  of  two 
Greek  letter  societies,  the  Senior  Society  of  Wolf's 
Head,  and,  during  his  law  course,  of  the  law 
school  society  best  known  as  Corbev  Court. 


LEXANDER  MEAD.  America  is  emerg- 
ing  rapidly  from  the  conditions  that  forced 
upon  our  forefathers  a hard  utilitarian  view  of 
life,  and  among  all  classes  of  our  people  a keen 
artistic  sense  is  being  manifested.  One  of  the 
most  noticeable  indications  is  found  in  the  de- 
mand for  floral  decorations  on  every  occasion, 
whether  of  joy  or  sorrow,  the  lovely  blossoms 
seeming  to  be  appropriate  to  all  moods  and  times. 
The  first  to  recognize  the  demand  for  a constant 
supply  of  choice  plants,  Mr.  Mead,  a man  of  in- 
telligence and  enterprise,  and  in  the  spot  where 
his  great-great-grandfather  cleared  ofi  the  prime- 
val forests,  has  established  fine  modern  green- 
houses, stocked  with  delicate  plants  from  all  lands 
and  climes. 

Mr.  Mead  belongs  to  one  of  the  best  and  well 
known  families,  of  which  an  extended  genealog- 
ical record  is  given  elsewhere,  and  he  is  of  the 


seventh  generation  in  direct  descent  from  John 
Mead  (1),  who  came  from  England  to  America 
about  1642  [other  authorities  say  163 5],  and  be- 
came a resident  of  this  county  in  1660.  This 
noted  pioneer  had  two  sons,  John  and  Joseph, 
who  accompanied  him  to  Greenwich,  and  the  for- 
mer was  the  first  of  the  name  to  acquire  land  in 
that  section. 

John  Mead,  son  of  the  pioneer,  married  Miss 
Hannah  Potter,  of  Stamford,  and  at  his  death, 
in  1699,  eleven  children  were  living:  John,  Jo- 
seph, Jonathan,  Ebenezer  (1),  David,  Benjamin, 
Nathaniel,  Samuel,  Hannah,  Abigail  and  Mary 
Elizabeth.  Samuel  Mead,  our  subject’s  great- 
great-grandfather,  made  his  home  at  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  our  subject.  He  had  three 
sons  who  lived  to  adult  age,  married  and  left  de- 
scendants: Peter  (1),  Zaccheus  and  Samuel. 

Peter  Mead  (1),  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  at  the  present  homestead,  and 
always  resided  there.  He  had  two  sons  who 
grew  to  maturity:  Peter  (2)  and  Zaccheus,  both 
of  whom  married  and  reared  families. 

Peter  Mead  (2),  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  January  14,  1755.  at  the  old  homestead, 
and  became  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  that 
locality  in  his  day.  Like  all  of  his  family,  he 
took  the  patriotic  side  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  at  one  time  he  was  pursued  by  some 
British  soldiers  who  sought  to  take  his  life.  He 
was  married  November  9,  1777,  to  Miss  Hannah 
Close,  who  was  born  March  14,  1 7 5®*  an^ 
November  5,  1824,  and  his  death  occurred  De- 
cember 26,  1832,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred in  a private  cemetery  on  the  farm.  They 
had  a large  family  of  children,  of  whom,  one  son, 
Sanford,  our  subject’s  father,  was  the  youngest. 
Mary,  born  August  17,  1778,  was  married  March 
29.  1797.  to  Joshua  Mead;  Peter,  Jr.,  born  De- 
cember 25,  1780,  was  married  November  1 5 ■ 
1803,  to  an  Ohio  lady  (married  twice,  both 
wives  being  from  Ohio),  and  removed  to  Huron 
county,  Ohio;  Cyrus  (1),  born  January  2,  1784. 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  months;  Deborah,  born 
April  28,  1785,  died  July  5,  1811,  unmarried, 
Anna,  born  August  17,  1787,  was  married  Sep- 
tember 1 1,  )8i6,  to  Jonas  Howe;  Cyrus(2),  born 
August  1 1,  1789,  was  married  in  Greenwich,  this 
county,  November  22,  1814.  to  Miss  Eliza  Close, 
and  afterward  settled  in  Greenwich,  Huron  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred;  Luckner, 
bom  May  17,  1793,  was  married  February  M. 
1814,  to  Miss  Sophia  Fletcher,  and  became  the 
father  of  Benjamin  Mead,  of  New  Canaan,  an 
grandfather  of  James  R.  Mead,  now  clerk,  0 
Greenwich  township. 

Sanford  Mead,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
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December  20,  1803,  at  the  present  farm,  and  was 
reared  after  the  manner  of  country  lads  of  his  time, 
his  educational  opportunities  being  limited  to  the 
local  schools.  He  always  followed  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  for  some  time  he  made  a specialty  of 
raising  potatoes,  frequently  sending  a schooner- 
load of  his  crop  to  New  York  City  for  sale.  He 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  dairymen  of  Greenwich, 
and  in  order  to  supply  his  customers  in  the  me- 
tropolis he  drove  the  entire  distance,  thirty  miles 
every  night,  starting  at  9 p.  m.  His  city  depot 
was  located  on  Essex  street,  and  two  wagons 
were  used  to  distribute  the  milk  from  that  point. 
In  those  days  of  limited  transportation  facilities 
he  often  carried  passengers  to  and  from  the  city 
while  making  his  regular  trips.  When  the  Har- 
lem railroad  was  completed  to  the  Williams 
bridge  he  shipped  the  milk  from  that  point,  and 
later  when  the  railroad  was  constructed  to  White 
. aiaS  hk  t.”nslerred  ,he  business  to  that  station, 
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completing  a course  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  he  attended  the  Greenwich  Acad- 
emy, then  conducted  by  Prof.  Button,  and  on 
leaving  that  institution  he  engaged  in  agricultu- 
ral work  with  his  father.  As  he  was  especially 
fond  of  gardening,  he  began  that  work  in  a sci- 
entific way  in  February.  1867,  in  a small  hot- 
house jox  20  feet  in  size,  constructed  under  his 
directions,  the  building  being  heated  by  an  old 
cook  stove.  His  first  venture,  which  consisted 
in  raising  early  tomatoes,  proved  most  success- 
ful, as  he  had  many  plants  to  give  away  after 
supplying  his  own  gardens,  and  the  demand  was 
so  great  that  he  decided  to  make  the  most  of  the 
new  business  opening.  He  built  an  addition  to 
the  hothouse,  making  it  10x40  feet,  and  from 
time  to  time  as  his  business  has  increased  he  has 
enlarged  his  establishment  until  he  now  has  eight 
houses,  covering  in  all  about  one  acre  of  ground. 
The  premises  are  fitted  up  in  an  artistic  manner, 
and  the  horticultural  department  now  occupies 
much  space,  there  being  a fine  array  of  plants  for 
decorative  purposes  as  well  as  for  the  supply  of 
cut  flowers.  The  homestead,  which  is  located 
on  Lake  avenue,  comprises  160  acres  of  excellent 
land  under  Mr.  Mead’s  able  and  energetic  man- 
agement, and  is  kept  in  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, general  crops  being  raised.  As  a citizen 
Mr.  Mead  is  much  esteemed  for  his  sterling 
qualities  of  character,  and,  while  he  is  not  espe- 
cially active  in  local  affairs,  he  is  a regular  voter, 
giving  his  support  to  the  Republican  party.  He 
and  his  family  are  identified  with  the  Second 
Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  has  held 
office  as  a member  of  the  Church  committee. 
His  handsome  house  was  built  by  his  father  in 
i860.  On  October  22,  1861,  he  was  married  in 
Greenwich  to  Miss  Matilda  H.  Grigg,  who  was 
born  September  18,  1839,  a daughter  of  John  R. 
and  Orphelia  A.  (Banks)  Grigg,  of  Greenwich, 
Conn,  and  during  her  early  life,  which  was  spent 
in  Greenwich,  Mrs.  Mead  attended  the  Academy, 
and  a private  school  taught  by  Miss  Marshall. 
Six  children  have  brightened  the  home  of  this 
worthy  couple,  viz.:  Lida  G.,  Minnie  S.,  John 
G.,  and  Jessie  F.,  all  of  whom  died  in  childhood, 
and  Henry  S.,  and  Tillie  A.,  who  are  still  living. 


J-  MEAD,  a resident  of  Greenwich,  is 
mJmI  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  that 
vicinity,  and  although  he  does  no  manual  labor, 
his  able  management  of  the  place  entitles  him  to 
high  rank  among  scientific  agriculturists.  A man 
of  intelligence  and  culture,  genial  and  friendly  in 
disposition,  he  possesses  a host  of  admiring 
friends  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  much  of 
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his  leisure  time  having  been  spent  in  visiting  the 
many  interesting  and  attractive  scenes  in  which 
this  country  abounds. 

Mr.  Mead  was  born  November  1 8,  1835,  on  a 
farm  adjoining  that  which  he  now  owns,  and  is 
of  the  seventh  generation  of  the  family  to  reside 
in  the  town.  His  line  of  descent  from  John 
Mead  [other  authorities  say  William],  who  was 
among  the  first  settlers  at  Sand  Beach,  is  traced 
through  John  Mead  (son  of  the  pioneer),  Ebene- 
zer,  Caleb,  Jonah,  and  Drake  Mead  (our  subject’s 
father).  Drake  Mead,  who  was  born  at  the  old 
homestead,  married  Miss  Julia  A.  Knapp,  and 
our  subject  was  the  second  son  and  child  of  this 
union.  His  brother,  Cornelius  Mead,  is  a well- 
known  resident  of  Greenwich,  and  a more  com- 
plete history  of  the  family  is  given  elsewhere  in 
this  volume. 

Mr.  Mead’s  education  was  begun  in  the  schools 
near  his  home,  with  Miss  Worcester  as  his  first 
teacher.  When  ten  years  old  he  entered  Green- 
wich Academy,  where  he  continued  his  studies 
for  about. five  years,  and  he  afterward  attended 
Irving  Institute,  at  Tarrytown.  N.  Y.,  and  an- 
other school  at  Yonkers,  N.  Y.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  left  school  and  returned  to  the  old 
farm,  where  he  remained  for  several  years.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-four  he  married  Miss  Katherine 
Carroll,  a native  of  New  York  City,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Nicholas  Carroll,  and  they  began  house- 
keeping upon  the  present  farm,  which  was  for- 
merly the  property  of  Elkanah  Mead,  brother  of 
Jonah  Mead,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  and  was 
purchased  by  Drake  Mead,  in  1852,  from  Stephen 
W.  Mead.  It  contains  about  200  acres  of  ex- 
cellent land,  and  the  rapid  development  of  the 
locality  has  brought  a great  increase  in  value  in 
recent  years.  Mr.  Mead  suffered  a sunstroke  in 
early  manhood,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  has 
never  entirely  recovered,  and  owing  to  this  he 
has  not  been  able  to  engage  in  severe  physical 
labor.  He  takes  keen  interest  in  the  questions 
of  the  day,  and  in  National  affairs  he  votes  for 
the  candidates  and  the  measures  that  promise 
the  best  results,  irrespective  of  party  lines.  In 
1870  and  1871  he  was  a member  of  the  State 
Legislature  from  his  district,  and  in  1871  to  1875 
he  acted  as  selectman  of  the  town  of  Greenwich, 
this  closing  his  political  career.  Socially,  our 
subject  and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Greenwich. 

Mrs.  Katherine  Mead  died  in  1869,  and  her 
remains  were  interred  at  Greenwich.  Our  sub- 
ject subsequently  married  Miss  Sarah  Carroll,  a 
sister  of  his  first  wife.  She  is  a member  and  a 
leading  worker  in  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Green- 
wich. Mr.  Mead  has  a bright  and  clever  family 


of  children:  Drake  C.  is  a resident  of  Stamford; 

Edward  W.  is  employed  as  auditor  and  book- 
keeper for  a Mexican  railroad,  and  now  resides 
in  that  country;  Julia  C.  married  Walter  L. 
Sackett,  of  Brooklyn;  Miss  Elizabeth  is  at  home; 
William  J.,  Jr.,  is  a civil  engineer  in  New  York 
City;  Miss  Cornelia  F.  is  at  home;  Francis  D.  re- 
sides in  New’  York;  and  Miss  Catherine  C.,  a 
successful  teacher,  resides  at  home. 


MON.  JOHN  CLASON.  The  public  spirit 

so  eminently  characteristic  of  the  true 

American  is  notably  manifested  in  the  career  of 
this  well-known  resident  of  Stamford.  Through- 
out his  life  he  has  been  identified  with  extens- 
ive agricultural  and  lumbering  interests,  yet  the 
cares  of  business  have  not  prevented  him  from 
taking  a prominent  part  in  politics  and  other 
movements,  his  abilities  fitting  him  for  effective 
work  in  any  sphere  of  life. 

Mr.  Clason  is  descended  from  good  old 
Colonial  stock,  and  among  the  soldiers  in  the 
Revolutionary  army  were  four  members  of  his 
family:  Nathaniel,  Isaac,  Samuel,  and  Stephen 

Clason.  In  the  early  records  of  Stamford  we 
find  the  name  spelled  variously,  to-wit:  Clason, 

Cloyson,  or  Claw’son,  and  at  the  assignment  of 
land  by  lot,  on  December  26,  1699,  when  69 
jots  were  drawn  by  75  persons,  Stephen  Clawson 
drew  the  first.  Stephen  Clason,  Sr.,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  was  a leading  resi- 
dent of  what  is  now  called  Bangall  District, 
Stamford  township,  in  his  time,  and  Stephen 
Clason,  Jr.,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  that  locality 
during  his  active  life.  He  served  in  the  cause  of 
freedom  under  Washington,  and  took  much 
interest  in  local  affairs,  being  specially  active  in 
religious  W’ork  as  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  His  death  occurred  in  1 808.  He  mar- 
ried Martha  Whelpley,  by  whom  he  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Isaac,  a resident  of  Greenwich, 

who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  army;  Stephen 
and  Solomon,  residents  of  Stamford;  Benjamin, 
our  subject’s  father;  Abigail,  who  married 
Thomas  Jessup,  of  New  Rochelle;  and  Ard,  a 
sea  captain. 

Benjamin  Clason.  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Bangall  District,  in  1775’  an°’ 
after  receiving  a common-school  education,  set- 
tled upon  the  old  homestead,  which  he  inherited. 
While  he  was  not  especially  active  in  politics,  he 
took  much  interest  in  the  questions  of  his  da\, 
and  was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Whig  part)- 
He  was  married  in  Westchester  county.  New 
York,  to  Nancy  Ayres,  daughter  of  Reuben 
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Ayres,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1838,  his  wife 
surviving  him  many  years  and  dying  in  1862. 
They  had  seven  children,  of  whom  the  eldest, 
Stephen,  is  now  deceased.  (2)  James,  who 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war,  died  in  Ohio;  he  married  Mary  Miller 
and  had  three  children — Mar)-,  Adolphus,  and 
John  C.  (3)  George  W.  is  deceased.  (4)  Lewis 
(deceased)  married  Susan  Marshall,  and  had  five 
children — Stephen  1.,  John  W.,  George  L., 
Charles  C.,  and  Mary  A.  (5)  Samuel  died  in 
Stamford.  (6)  John,  our  subject,  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below-.  (7)  Joseph  W.  married  Louisa 
Smith,  and  has  one  daughter — Lillian;  they 
reside  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Clason,  our  subject,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 8,  1825,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Bangall 
District,  of  Stamford.  His  education  was  begun 
in  the  common  school  near  his  home,  his  at- 
tendance being  usually  limited  to  a three-months’ 
term  in  the  winter  each  year.  These  privileges 
only  served  to  stimulate  his  desire  for  knowledge, 
and  later,  as  he  could  afford  it,  he  took  private 
instructions  under  John  Lyell,  A.  M.,  a graduate 
of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  with  a 
view  to  civil  engineering  as  a profession,  making 
thorough  preparation  in  the  mathematical 
branches.  In  1841  he  became  a clerk  in  the 
store  of  Alanson  Studwell,  of  Roxbury,  with 
whom  he  remained  one  year,  and  later  he  taught 
for  two  years  in  the  common  schools  of  Roxbury 
and  Turn  River  Districts,  one  term  being  spent  in 
the  last  named  district.  About  1 844,  he  engaged 
in  farming  on  the  homestead,  and  for  many  years 
he  was  also  interested  in  dealing  in  native  timber. 
His  operations  were  uniformly  profitable,  and  he 
enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  the  most  success- 
ful agriculturist  ever  in  Stamford.  In  1862  he 
sold  his  farm,  but  he  devotes  much  attention  to 
the  care  of  his  homestead  of  twenty  acres,  which 
he  has  brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation.  At 
an  early  age  he  became  interested  in  practical 
politics,  identifying  himself  with  the  Whigs,  and 
since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he 
has  been  a zealous  defender  of  its  doctrines.  His 
interest  in  educational  advancement  is  shown  by 
his  active  work  in  his  own  town,  where  he  has 
held  every  office  connected  with  the  schools,  and 
for  four  years  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
education,  resigning  when  elected  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  district  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co, 
Conn.,  at  the  State  election  in  November.  1876, 
serving  ten  years.  He  proved  a most  capable 
judge,  courteous  and  painstaking,  discharging  his 
duties  with  true  fidelity,  and  justly  deserving  and 
receiving  the  full  praise  and  appreciation  of  the 
public. 


In  1851,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature,  being  the  youngest 
member  of  that  body,  and  in  1854  he  was  again 
chosen  to  that  office.  His  legislative  service  was 
resumed  in  1871,  after  an  interval,  and  he  then 
held  the  position  for  five  consecutive  years,  that 
being  the  longest  continuous  service  as  repre- 
sentative from  Stamford  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  in  1818.  While  in  the  Legisla- 
ture he  was  ever  active  in  promoting  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  locality  and  the  State  at  large,  and 
was  noted  for  his  sound,  practical  judgment,  his 
patient,  intelligence  in  investigations  connected 
with  committee  work,  and  his  sturdy  opposition 
to  dishonesty  in  any  form.  In  1855  he  was 
elected  assessor  of  his  town,  an  office  which  he 
filled  satisfactorily  for  twenty-five  years,  and  from 
1876  to  1886  he  served  as  judge  of  the  Probate 
Court  for  the  District  of  Stamford,  while  at  times 
he  has  held  other  local  offices,  including  that  of 
justice  of  the  peace.  His  business  ability  has 
been  called  into  service  in  various  enterprises, 
and  he  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Stam- 
ford Savings  Bank,  in  which  he  served  as  director 
until  he  resigned,  in  accordance  of  law,  to  take 
office  as  director  in  the  Stamford  National  Bank, 
with  which  he  is  still  connected.  His  honorable 
and  upright  conduct  in  all  relations,  public  and 
private,  has  won  and  retained  the  confidence  of 
all  classes  in  the  community,  and  at  all  times  he 
has  proved  himself  a friend  of  progress,  assisting 
generously  in  the  support  of  Churches  and  other 
worthy  enterprises.  In  this  connection  we  quote 
a well-deserved  tribute  from  “Picturesque  Stam- 
ford”: 

* • A gratifying  and  memorable  incident  which 
developed  in  connection  with  the  preparations  for 
the  celebration  of  the  250th  Anniversary  of  the 
town  of  Stamford,  was  the  gift  to  his  native 
town,  by  Hon.  John  Clason,  of  the  sum  of  $43,- 
000,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
public  hospital.  Mr.  Clason  had  quietly  made 
this  donation  a year  and  a half  previous,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1892.  and  the  fact  was  known  only  to  him- 
self and  the  three  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Charles  A. 
Hawley,  George  H.  Hoyt,  and  Edwin  L.  Sco- 
I field,  whom  he  had  selected  as  trustees  of  the 
; fund.  It  was  also  disclosed  that  Mr.  Clason 
; had,  some  years  previous,  given  the  sum  of  $10,- 
I 000  to  another  useful  public  institution,  the  Fer- 
j guson  Library.  With  characteristic  modesty 
I he  was  reluctant  to  allow  these  generous  dona- 
tions to  become  known,  but  finally  yielded  the 
point  on  the  advice  of  friends,  who  felt  that  there 
could  be  no  more  appropriate  time  for  such  a 
disclosure  than  in  association  with  an  interesting 
I epoch  in  the  town's  history.  The  donor  was 
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himself  a representative  citizen,  identified  with  high  regard  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived, 
the  town  all  his  life,  and  directly  descended  in  a and  gave  his  influence  to  the  support  of  all  meas- 
line  of  honorable  ancestry  from  men  whose  pious,  ures  calculated  to  benefit  his  feilowmen.  His 
brave  and  industrious  labor  had  contributed  to  death  occurred  December  8,  1896.  He  married 
nurse  its  infancy.”  Mrs.  Jane  Hall,  widow  of  Ammons  Hall,  and  a 

His  gift  of  forty-three  thousand  dollars  laid  daughter  of  Sanford  Benedict,  of  Redding,  and 
the  foundation  for  the  organization,  through  to  their  marriage  were  born  two  children,  Irving 
which  a charter  was  granted  for  the  establishing  J.  and  Benjamin  B. , who  are  mentioned  more 
of  the  Stamford  Hospital,  and  while  Judge  fully  below. 

Clason,  with  his  characteristic  modesty,  has  re-  Irving  J.  Banks  was  born  in  the  town  of 
fused  to  have  his  name  in  any  manner  coupled  Redding,  March  19,  1873.  He  was  reared  on 
with  the  corporate  name  of  the  institution,  he  is  the  farm  and  received  a good  common-school 
nevertheless  its  recognized  father.  During  the  education,  after  his  school  days  were  over  en- 
three  years  of  its  existence  it  has  afforded  relief  gaging  in  farming  and  later  in  the  dairy  business; 
to  more  than  six  hundred  inmates.  The  State  recently,  however,  he  sold  his  farm  and  interests 
evidenced  its  interest  in  the  work  of  the  hospital  to  his  brother  Benjamin,  and  at  present  he  is 
by  originally  appropriating  twenty-five  thousand  carrying  on  no  business  whatever.  He  is  a 
dollars,  conditioned,  on  one  hundred  thousand  dol-  bright,  genial  young  man,  and  has  many  friends, 
lars  (including  the  donation  of  Judge  Clason)  being  On  January  4,  1899,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
raised  by  subscription  among  the  residents  of  with  Miss  Clara  L.  Zenerkow,  of  Redding. 
Stamford.  The  Legislature  of  1 898-99  appro-  Benjamin  B.  Banks  was  born  October 
priated  six  thousand  dollars  for  the  general  uses  19,  1876,  in  the  town  of  Redding,  and  was 
and  purposes  during  the  next  two  years.  brought  up  on  the  farm.  He  commenced  his  ed- 

ucation  in  the  common  schools,  later  attending 

the  high  school  which  is  conducted  in  the  town, 

KiDWARD  BANKS  (deceased),  late  of  the  ] and  on  December  17,  1893.  he  entered  the  East- 

'/  town  of  Redding,  where  he  had  been  en-  i man  National  Business  College,  at  Poughkeepsie, 

gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  the  greater  part  of  I N.  Y.,  from  which  he  graduated  in  June,  1894, 

. his  life,  was  a native  of  Fairfield  county,  born  in  ' taking  away  the  merit  of  honor,  etc.  Returning 
Redding  May  29.  1822.  He  was  a great-grand-  j home,  he  conducted  the  farm  with  his  brother 
son  of  Johnathan  Banks,  a grandson  of  Nehemiah  1 until,  as  above  stated,  he  bought  him  out,  and 
Banks,  and  a son  of  Salmon  B.  Banks.  The  he  is  now  carrying  on  a dairy  and  general  truck- 
last-named  married  Martha  Jackson,  daughter  of  ing  business;  he  has  made  many  extensive  im- 
Stephen  and  Elizabeth  Jackson,  and  they  reared  provements  about  the  place,  and  has  every  pros- 
a family  of  five  children,  viz. : Three  sons — pect  of  a prosperous  business  future. 

Aaron,  Stephen  and  Edward  (our  subject);  and  Sanford  Benedict  was  bom  in  the  town  of 
two  daughters— Bessie  and  Sallie — all  now  de-  Richfield,  in  1766.  He  attended  the  schools  of 
ceased.  that  town  and  then  learned  the  axe-maker’s  trade, 

Edward  Banks  received  a common-school  which  occupation  he  followed  until  his  retire- 

education.  In  early  life  he  went  west  and  for  a ment  from  active  business.  He  married  Miss 

number  of  years  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi-  Airity  Beers,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with 

ness  in  California,  following  same  also  in  New  children  as  follows;  Jane  is  referred  to  farther 
York  State.  On  returning  to  his  native  county  on;  Amanda  married  Lorenzo  Nichols;  Lorinda 
he  located  on  a farm,  and  from  that  time  until  married  Lumas  Gould;  Harriet  married  Edward 
his  death  he  was  actively  engaged  in  agriculture.  Gould;  and  Stephen  married  Eva  Jones.  Jane 
During  the  Civil  war  he  served  his  country  faith-  Benedict  was  born  June  10,  1834.  in  the  town 
fully,  and  for  disability  incurred  therein  he  re-  of  Weston,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated, 
ceived  a pension  from  the  Government.  Becom-  To  her  marriage  with  Ammons  Hall,  a farmer  of 
ing  a member  of  Company  E,  23d  Conn.  V.  I.,  Bethel,  Conn.,  two  children  were  born,  namely: 
he  continued  in  the  service  throughout  the  war,  (1)  Lucy  married  Frank  Whittaker,  a watchman 
participating  in  the  various  skirmishes  and  bat-  in  the  works  of  the  Gilbert  & Bennett  Manufac- 
tles  in  which  his  company  and  regiment  were  turing  Company,  and  had  three  daughters — An- 
engaged.  He  was  an  obedient  soldier  always,  nie  B.  (deceased),  Mary  A.  and  Ella.  (2)  Frank 
and  prompt  for  every  duty  assigned  him.  received  was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston,  September  23, 
an  honorable  discharge,  and  on  returning  to  his  1866.  He  received  a common-school  education, 
home  at  the  close  of  the  struggle  resumed  his  life  and  has  thus  far  in  life  given  his  attention  chiefly 
work.  Mr.  Banks  was  a good  citizen,  held  in  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  connection  with  his 
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brother,  Benjamin  B.  Banks,  although  for  a pe- 
riod of  four  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  B.  & 
B.  Show,  and  later  for  six  months  with  Fair- 
child  & Shelton,  manufacturers  of  soap  at 
Bridgeport.  During  this  time  he  traveled  quite 
extensively  throughout  the  country. 


fON.  DANIEL  B.  MALLORY.  Few  men 
in  the  town  of  Sherman  are  able  to  com- 
mand a larger  share  of  popular  esteem  than  does 
the  subject  of  this  biograph)'.  He  is  an  agricult- 
urist of  that  locality,  who  has  been  chosen  by 
his  fellow  citizens  to  almost  every  local  office, 
and  has  also  represented  his  section  in  both 
houses  of  the  State  Legislature. 

Daniel  B.  Mallory  was  born  May  2,  1838,  in 
the  Fifth  School  District,  and  during  his  boy- 
hood he  attended  the  common  schools  and  the 
academy  at  Sherman;  also  received  still  further 
instruction  at  the  Nine  Partners  Boarding  School. 
He  spent  a few  winters  teaching  school,  but  his 

snmT.V35  bee"  PrinciPal|y  farming— raising 
some  tobacco  and  general  crops.  He  was  one 

imvn  <V°  commence  raising  tobacco  in  the 
Lmau  In  politics  he  is  a strong 
the  Dem  bas  been  a member  °f  most  of 
and  JZ  , C S,3‘e  Mentions  since  ,860. 
a' one°nf  ik  ? ™nh°?d  he  has  been  regarded 

For  over  * eaders  of  the  Par«.v  in  his.  locality, 
r or  over  twenty  years  the  Register  of  Births 

arr,ages  and  Deaths  js  hjs  ^ndwriting 

h'  keld  the  office  ol  S%,T 

'he  lower  house  of  ,l8/6,he  was  elected  to 
did  he  fulfil?  v ? th  Le?'slature,  and  so  well 
he  was  chosen,  in 
ate.  While  jn  thp  c?  dlstr,c,t  ,n  tbe  State  Sen- 
Was  granted  enl  , enat®  tbe  Humane  Society 
quested  to  art  ar^ed  Prlv|leges,  and  he  was  re- 
'o=,iily. , po,ilio„ 

manv  years  a rnm  • 1S  an<^  ^as  been  for 

and  has  assistei n™SS,onero['he  Superior  Court, 
Pensions  He  i=  a an^  L"  tbe‘r  aPPl>cations  for 

No  2J.  F.  & A ew°!  St  Pe'er’S  Lod6e- 

over  thirty  years  ago  K'*  MlHord-  having  joined 

Sherwood^ plac!e  at^h'01?  purcbased  'he  Henry 
resides.  jn  t he  Center,  on  which  he  now 

Hungerford,  daughw  ~3rried  Miss  Ophelia 
'Sm"h)  Hungered  Sh  ,Tbo,mas  and  Rachel 

her  of  the  ConpreoaV  Sh,6  ~d  !onS  been  a mem- 
on  movinf  to  the^C  ?UfCh’  and  orRanist, 
ddapidated  condition  n?  ^ a"d  SeeinR  the 
she  exerted  her  °-  the  ^n,on  church  there, 

Clen' sum  to  pm  it  ??ward  racing  asuffi- 

0 Pit  it  in  suitable  repair,  although  she 


still  retained  her  membership  with  the  former 
Church.  She  died  in  1 884,  and  on  December  16, 
1890,  Mr.  Mallory  married  Miss  Olive  Canfield, 
daughter  of  David  Canfield,  of  Darien  Center, 
N.  Y.  Mr.  Mallory  has  two  daughters,  both  by 
the  first  marriage:  Alice,  born  June  29,  1872, 

married  Henry  B.  Stephens,  a large  farmer  of 
Patterson,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  son— Dan- 
iel M.  Miss  Lillian,  born  July  8,  1877,  is  un- 
married. Accounts  of  the  Hungerford  and  Can- 
field  families  will  be  given  below,  and  we  will 
now  review  our  subject’s  ancestry. 

Northrop  Mallory,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  March  7,  1803,  in  the  town  of  Fair- 
field,  and  received  such  education  as  was  obtain- 
able in  the  common  schools  of  his  day.  At  an 
early  age  he  went  to  live  with  Capt.  James  Burr, 
of  Fairfield,  who  owned  a merchant  vessel  ply- 
ing between  Boston,  New  York  and  Southern 
ports.  While  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  he  was  taken 
very  ill  and  carried  on  deck  for  dead,  but  the 
change  revived  him.  During  the  war  of  1812 
three  British  men-of-war  vessels  came  into  the 
harbor,  lying  three  days,  with  music  and  dancing, 
and  it  being  expected  that  they  would  attempt  a 
landing  and  the  burning  of  Fairfield,  as  they  did 
thirty  years  before,  every  available  person  was 
brought  into  service,  and  he  as  a mere  boy 
assisted  in  carrying  cannon  balls  to  the  beach. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  not  having  a 
desire  for  a roving  life,  he  decided  to  learn  a 
trade,  and  to  carry  out  that  purpose  he  made  his 
way  on  foot  to  Sherman,  where  an  uncle,  George 
Mallory,  assisted  in  apprenticing  him  to  Abraham 
and  Edward  Briggs,  blacksmiths  of  the  town, 
until  he  should  reach  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years.  After  completing  his  term  of  service  he 
went  to  Monroe,  in  this  county,  and  worked,  five 
years  for  Penfield  Brothers,  carriage  builders, 
doing  iron  work  necessary  in  the  business.  It 
was  at  this  time  that  he  commenced  the  sale  of 
wagons  for  the  firm,  which  he  continued  many 
years.  Later  he  returned  to  Sherman,  and  for 
four  years  conducted  the  shop  in  which  he  learned 
his  trade.  In  1834  he  purchased  the  place  on 
which  he  resided  till  1857,  and  erected  a black- 
smith shop  thereon.  He  also  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  enclosing  his  land  with  stone  walls.  In 
1857  he  purchased  the  Samuel  Northrop  farm, 
moving  thereon. 

In  1834  he  married  Miss  Mary  Briggs,  daugh- 
ter of  Abraham  Briggs,  his  former  employer. 
His  death  occurred  June  7,  1871,  in  his  sixty- 
eighth  year,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  October 
5,  1808,  died  September  J,  1887,  aged  about 
seventy-nine.  They  had  three  children:  (I) 

Almira,  (II)  Daniel  B.  (our  subject),  and  (III) 
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Charles  A.  (I)  Almira  was  born  August  17, 
1836,  in  the  town  of  Sherman,  and  received  a 
good  common-school  education,  which  was  sup- 
plemented with  study  in  the  Sherman  Academy 
and  the  Nine  Partners  Boarding  School,  after 
which  she  taught  school.  In  i860  she  married 
DeWitt  C.  Akin,  a prominent  farmer  of  near 
Patterson,  N.  Y.  Three  children  were  born  of 
this  union:  (1)  William  D.,  who  married  Miss 

Jennie  Wakeman  (daughter  of  Andrew  Wake- 
man,  of  Fairfield,  Conn.),  who  died  in  1889,  and 
for  his  second  wife  he  wedded  Miss  May  Culver, 
of  Amenia,  N.  Y.  (2)  Charles  E.,  who  married 
Miss  Nettie  Haviland,  daughter  of  Henry  T. 
Haviland.  (3)  Albert  I.  has  not  married.  (Ill) 
Charles  A.  Mallory,  the  brother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Sherman  March  30,  1 846.  [ A 

sketch  of  him  is  given  elsewhere.] 

On  the  maternal  side  our  subject  is  a great- 
grandson  of  Edward  and  Ann  Chase  Briggs,  who 
came  from  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  about  1780.  to 
Quaker  Hill  (then  called  Oblong),  purchasing  the 
farm  now  owned  by  his  grandson,  Homer  Briggs. 
He  had  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he 
followed  during  the  greater  portion  of  his  life. 
Eleven  children  were  born  of  this  union:  (t) 

Elizabeth,  who  never  married;  (2)  Abraham, 
our  subject’s  grandfather,  mentioned  more  fully 
below;  (3)  Michael,  who  married  (first)  Sarah 
and  (second)  Cynthia,  sisters  of  Freelove  (Os- 
born) Briggs  (by  the  marriage  with  Sarah  there 
were  two  children  — George  and  Maria;  George 
married  Emeline  Wanzer,  and  had  four  children 
— Adeline,  Royal,  Frances  and  M.  Jay.  Maria 
became  the  wife  of  Seth  Pepper,  and  had  four 
children  — Jane,  Oscar,  Ann  Ophelia  and  dan- 
der); (4)  Henry,  who  married  Elizabeth  Wan- 
zer, and  had  three  children  — Anan  (who  mar- 
ried Polly  Akin,  and  had  three  children),  Edward 
(who  did  not  marry),  and  Henry,  Jr.  (who  mar- 
ried Almira  Hawes,  and  had  three  children);  (5) 
Deborah,  who  became  the  wife  of  Daniel  Som- 
mers, and  had  several  children,  among  whom 
were  Edward,  Elizabeth  and  Deborah;  (6)  An- 
nie, who  married  Ira  Allen,  but  left  no  children; 
(7)  Edwin,  who  married  Caroline  Gould,  and 
had  one  son,  Edward  P.,  the  present  town  clerk 
of  Sherman;  (8)  Eunice,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Samuel  Northrop  (her  two  children  died  be- 
fore her);  (9)  Mary,  who  married  John  Sher- 
man, and  had  eight  children,  who  are  noted  in 
the  Dutchess  county  record;  (10)  Hannah  mar- 
ried Daniel  Wanzer,  and  her  children  and  grand- 
children are  living  in  New  Milford  and  Roxbury; 
(u)  Benjamin,  who  married  Phebe  Riggs,  and 
had  four  children  — James,  Laura,  Homer  and 
Benjamin  (Laura  married  Frank  Durgy,  and  left 


one  son,  LeRoy,  who  is  married  and  resides  in 
Danbury;  Homer  married,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren— Arthur,  Benjamin  and  Annie). 

Abraham  Briggs,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  February  9,  1780,  at  Quaker  Hill, 
where  he  obtained  a common-school  education. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  married  Freelove 
Osborn,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Sarah  Bourne 
Osborn,  and  in  1803  he  purchased  the  homestead 
where  he  resided  till  his  death,  adding  from  time 
to  time  to  his  surroundings.  As  prosperity  came 
to  him  he  invested  largely  in  real  estate,  and  at 
one  time  he  had  about  eight  hundred  acres  of 
land,  which  he  divided  among  his  children  be- 
fore his  death,  which  occurred  January  28,  1859, 
when  he  was  aged  seventy-nine  years.  He  also 
carried  on  blacksmithing  with  his  brother  Ed- 
ward for  many  years.  In  disposition  he  was  re- 
markably cheerful,  but  in  his  later  years  he  be- 
came quite  deaf.  He  liked  to  tell  stories,  and 
was  always  fond  of  a joke.  One  instance,  in 
his  boyhood  days,  he  amused  his  grandchildren 
by  repeating  when  he  heard  of  certain  acts  of 
mischievous  boys,  which  came  near  resulting 
fatally:  ‘ ' During  a holiday  he  with  other  boys 

chanced  to  pass  an  unoccupied  dwelling,  so 
thinking  it  rare  sport  they  proceeded  to  fill  the 
adjoining  well  with  stones.  Not  many  years 
after  he  purchased  the  same  property  and  went 
to  reside  thereon;  but  in  order  to  get  water  the 
stones  wfcich  he  had  helped  to  throw  into  the 
well  had  to  be  removed  at  his  expense.  He  had 
Jesse  Sherman  in  the  well  filling  a large  bucket, 
but  on  drawing  it  out  the  bail  broke,  so  near  the 
top  of  the  well,  however,  that  they  saved  it  from 
going  on  the  old  man’s  head,  thereby  averting 
a catastrophe,  for  the  bucketful  of  stones  would 
undoubtedly  have  crushed  him.  When  speaking 
of  the  incident  in  after  years  Jesse  said  he  never 
dared  tell  his  wife  Hannah  how  near  he  came  to 
being  crushed  through  the  work  of  thoughtless 
boys."  Abraham  Briggs  was  a birthright  Quak- 
er, and  his  faith  was  the  rule  of  his  daily  life. 
Politically  his  support  was  given  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Eight  children  were  born  to  Abra- 
ham and  Freelove  Briggs,  namely:  Willis,  born 

October  28,  1803;  Daniel,  May  4,  1 806;  Mary 
(the  mother  of  our  subject),  October  5,  1808; 
Sarah  A.,  April  25,  1811;  Stephen  E,  January  7, 
1813;  Almira,  January  14,  1815;  Caroline, 

January  1,  1817;  Charles  A.,  February  16, 
1820.  (t)  Willis,  the  eldest  son,  married  Jane, 

daughter  of  Isaac  Sherwood,  and  had  three  chil- 
dren: Abram,  Mary  Jane,  and  Sarah.  Of 

these,  Abram  married  Ann  Eliza  Corning,  and 
had  three  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy; 
the  others  are  Fred  and  Jennie,  who  are  married 
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and  living  in  Bridgeport.  Mary  Jane  married 
Henry  0..  Warner,  but  she  died  soon  thereafter. 
Sarah  became  his  second  wife,  and  by  her  he  has 
three  children;  all  are  living  in  New  Milford. 
(2)  Mary  was  our  subject’s  mother.  (3)  Sarah 
A.  married  Marshall  Treadwell,  and  had  two 
children:  John  M..  who  married  (first)  Susan, 
daughter  of  Diamon  Durgv,  and  had  three  chil- 
dren; on  the  death  of  this  wife  he  married  Emma 
Weller,  by  whom  he  has  four.  Mary,  daughter 
of  Sarah  Ann,  married  Walter  Chatterton,  and 
has  two  children — Robert  and  Carrie. 

(5)  Stephen  E.,  the  fifth  child  of  Abraham 
and  Freelove  Briggs,  had  the  educational  ad- 
vantages of  common  schools  and  academies  of 
his  time,  by  which  he  received  an  excellent  edu- 
cation. From  early  manhood  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  in  the  town  of  Sherman,  and  he  became 
quite  prominent  in  the  community.  Like  all  the 
rest  of  his  family,  he  was  a Democrat,  and  he 
served  his  town  as  selectman  and  member  of  the 
Legislative . Although  he  was  a birthright 
Quaker,  he  attended  the  Congregational  Church 
Sherman.  He  was  fond  of  his  home  and  Jam- 
mi'  "Tvt  3 model  husband  and  father.  He 

andrsLnamy  S‘T’  daUfihter  of  Nehemiah 
,1"  (Hungerford)  Stuart.  There  were 

Walter,  born  No- 

Carrie  E hi48’  d’e,d  at  the  a6e  of  five  years; 

Theodore ’r™"  ^Uy.7’.  ,8s2’  married  the  late 
neodore  Rogers,  and  has  two  children— lohn 

RKU,h:  John'  born  0ctober  8-  >856 
married'  David  T Tear’  <6)  Almira 

Fairfield-  tW  Tr®adwe11-  and  moved  to  New 

^•howls' thewdeofCh6  ft'"’  Carrie  E” 

three  children  Wit,  l $ Wan2er’  and  had 
Mahon-  Minnl~Xu  - wbo  marr,ed  Miss  Mc- 
Duigv  ’anH  Ai  '*  the  wife  of  George  W. 

‘ wS-Sr  »“*a-  Stephen 

ncm,  and  halfiv,  °h-umiraA  marned  MarT  Bar- 
ia">.  Beniamin  anH  nre”i  Carrie’  CharIes-  Will- 
bury.  Edward  ?h  ?aVK  ,-Ja11  residing  in  Dan- 
Sophia  HunBil  d ^ °f  A]mira'  married 
lie-  Myra  and  three  children-  NeI’ 

child  of  Abraham  arJe'p  Carollne- . the  seventh 
married.  Charles  A , ree  ove  Briggs,  died  un- 
ity. married  Ann  1 ’ tbe  -voun6est  in  the  fam- 

chiTdren.  l^earWrf't  MarSh’  and  had  three 
had  many  friends^  in  he  was  iver.y  jovial,  and 
crat.  and  held  manv  . po,ltlci  he  was  a Demo- 
‘nE  one  term  in  the  l °ffices’  besides  serv- 
dren  were  Daniel  F e^'sIature-  His  three  chil- 

3ad  has  one  son  Chari ° Miss  Burdick. 

2)  Andrew  M marrS  p£’  1" Tg  m New  York- 
two  children.  Lottie  an/£fblJenningS’  and  had 
abo«  the  age  0f  fif,  d S,ePheni  L°ttie  died  at 
6 of  fifteen.  (3)  Charles  J.  died 


before  reaching  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  Of 
the  eight  children  of  Abrahatn  and  Freelove 
Briggs,  Almira  is  now  living. 

Stephen  Osborn,  the  father  of  Freelove  Os- 
born, and  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  Salem.  Mass.,  in  1748,  and  died  April 
3.  1825,  at  the  age  of  eighty- six.  His  wife,  Sarah 
(Bourne),  was  born  December  21,  1749,  and 
died  November  22,  1833,  aged  about  eighty-four 
years.  They  were  married  July  26,  1774,  and 
moved  to  New  Milford,  Conn.  About  this  time 
a brother  came  to  Quaker  Hill,  who  was  the 
grandfather  of  Richard  Osborn.  Fourteen  chil- 
dren came  of  this  marriage,  whose  names  with 
dates  of  birth  and  death  are  as  follows:  Mary, 

January 30,  1776— February  15,  (86o;  Hannah, 
May  21,  1777 — March  1,  1854;  Isaac,  January 
18,  1779 — October  30,  1856;  Freelove,  April 
21,  1780 — April  3,  1865;  Stephen,  November  4, 
1781 — June  14,  1829;  Phoebe.  May  15,  1784 — 
October  23,  1819;  Sarah,  April  19,  1786— Sep- 
tember 9,  1862;  John,  December  17,  1787 — 
July  16,  1855;  Anna,  December  17,  1787 — April 
6,  i860;  Nathaniel,  August  7,  1789 — March  23, 
1847;  David,  June  3,  1791 — February  1,  1792; 
Susanna,  February  20,  1793 — August  — , 1885; 
David,  July  5,  1795— April  10,  1858;  and  Cyn- 
thia, April  13,  1797— March  13,  1869. 

Northrop  Mallory,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
had  one  sister,  Hetty,  who  married  Harvey  Hill 
and  lived  in  Newtown.  Six  children  were  born 
to  them:  Susan,  John,  George,  William,  Sinclair 
and  Burtis.  All  but  the  last  named  married. 
They  moved  to  Joliet,  and  from  there  to  Cen- 
tralia,  111.  Mrs.  Hill  died  at  that  place  a few 
years  since  at  an  advanced  age. 

The  Hungerford  family,  of  which  Mr.  Mal- 
lory’s first  wife  was  a member,  has  been  repre- 
sented in  the  town  of  Sherman  for  many  years. 
Levi  Hungerford,  Mrs.  Ophelia  Mallory’s  grand- 
father, was  a native  of  Sherman,  and  he  and  his 
wife  Diana  (Hungerford)  reared  a family  of  six 
children,  as  follows:  Thomas,  father  of  Mrs. 

Mallory;  Edwin,  who  married  Susan  Giddings; 
Orin,  who  married  Wealthy  White;  Hannah, 
wife  of  Delazon  Hungerford;  Harriet,  wife  of 
George  Shove;  and  Emily,  wife  of  Carlisle  Smith. 
Thomas  Hungerford  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
town  of  Sherman,  and  was  always  interested  in 
farming  there,  but  his  chief  occupation  was  car- 
pentering. In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  and 
at  times  he  held  minor  town  offices.  He  mar- 
ried Rachel,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Smith  and 
Betsey  Mead,  and  had  seven  children:  Sophia, 

who  married  Edward  Treadwell;  Ophelia  (Mrs. 
Mallory);  Mills,  a resident  of  the  town  of  Sher- 
man; Jay,  who  married  Sarah  Hoag;  Nelson  T.„ 
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who  married  LucyDurgv,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Elsie;  Watson,  who  married  Carrie  Hungerford, 
and  has  four  children — Edith,  Nellie,  Reed,  and 
an  infant;  and  Allan,  who  married  Carrie  Belle 
Briggs,  and  left  one  child,  Allie  Belle.  Mills 
Hungerford  was  born  May  14,  1847,  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  town  of 
Sherman  and  of  Suffield,  Conn.  On  leaving 
school  he  became  a clerk  in  a store  at  Sherman, 
and  while  there  he  married  his  first  wife,  Miss 
Alice  E.  Hendricks,  daughter  of  Lehman  Hen- 
dricks, of  Gaylordsville,  Conn.  Later  he  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  for  twenty  years  he  has 
raised  tobacco.  As  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  with  his  father  during  boyhood,  he  has 
done  some  work  in  that  line,  his  own  residence 
and  farm  buildings  giving  evidence  of  his  skill. 
He  has  always  been  a Republican,  and  among 
the  offices  which  he  has  held  are  those  of  as- 
sessor, member  of  the  board  of  relief,  and  chair- 
man of  the  school  board.  Sickness  and  death 
have  frequently  visited  his  home.  His  first 
wife  died  in  1876,  and  he  afterward  mar- 
ried Lottie  P.  Cable,  daughter  of  Abijah  Cable, 
and  after  her  death,  in  1890,  he  formed  a 
third  union,  this  time  with  Mary  E.  Stuart, 
daughter  of  Miles  Stuart,  a farmer  of  the  same 
town.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  one  son, 
Louis  J.,  born  October  18,  1873,  who  died  in 
November,  1896;  he  married  Nettie  Van  Ness, 
of  Washington,  by  whom  he  had  one  child, 
Lewis  Russell.  By  the  second  marriage  there 
were  two  children,  Emma  and  Rose  (Emma 
died  in  infancy);  and  by  the  the  third  marriage 
there  is  one  son,  Allen,  bom  January  20,  1895. 

Mrs.  Olive  (Canfield)  Mallory,  the  second 
wife  of  our  subject,  was  born  July  27,  1845,  in 
the  town  of  Union,  near  Binghampton,  N.  Y., 
and  attended  school  there  and  at  the  academy 
in  Kingsville,  Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio,  receiving  an 
excellent  education.  She  is  a prominent  worker 
in  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  and  previous  to  her  marriage 
she  helped  to  organize  a union  at  her  home  in 
Darien,  N.  Y.  David  Canfield,  her  father,  was 
born  March  4,  1810,  in  the  town  of  New  Fair- 
field,  this  county,  and  died  April  27,  1899.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  that  lo- 
cality. He  was  the  youngest  in  a family  of  five 
children.  The  father  died  while  David  was  still 
a mere  boy,  and  as  there  was  but  little  provision 
made  for  them,  the  children  had  to  shift  for 
themselves.  As  soon  as  David  was  old  enough 
to  be  of  use  he  began  working  on  farms,  and 
this  occupation  he  followed  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  thirty-two,  when  he  purchased  a farm  in 
Sherman,  which  he  sold,  and  then  bought  an- 
other. Selling  that,  he  removed  to  the  town  of 


Union,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained 
two  years.  He  then  sold  the  place  and  bought 
another  near  Chenango,  in  the  same  county;  in 
1 849  he  went  to  California  to  search  for  gold, 
the  trip  being  made  by  way  of  the  Isthmus. 
His  venture  proving  successful,  he  returned  in 
1851,  and  again  engaged  in  farming.  After  a 
short  time  he  removed  to  Sheffield,  Ashtabula 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  having  sold  his  place  near  Chen- 
ango he  bought  a beautiful  farm  there  and  re- 
mained eleven  years.  Later  he  settled  at  Da- 
rien Center,  N.  Y.,  where  he  left  a fine  farm  of 
one  hundred  acres.  He  took  great  pride  in  his 
high-grade  cattle,  raised  on  the  place,  and  at 
times  he  speculated  profitably  in  live  stock.  As 
a self-made  man  he  was  entitled  to  much  credit 
for  his  position  in  the  business  world.  He  was  a 
birthright  Quaker,  and  in  politics  a strong  Re- 
publican, although  he  never  aspired  to  office. 
Although  eighty-eight  years  old  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  managed  his  farm  up  till  then. 

His  first  wife,  Clarissa  Durgy,  was  born  Jan- 
uary 25,  1815,  a daughter  of  Joel  and  Olive 
(Wanzer)  Durgy,  and  was  reared  on  her  father’s 
farm,  in  the  town  of  Sherman.  She  was  the 
eldest  in  a family  of  nine  children,  the  others 
being  Diamond,  who  married  Lucy  A.  Hurd; 
Lucy,  wife  of  Stephen  Whitehead;  Susan,  wife 
of  George  Barnum;  Lewis,  who  married  Helen 
Bacon;  John,  who  married  Mary  Davis;  Jay, 
who  did  not  marry;  James,  who  married  Mary 
Smith;  Caroline,  who  died  in  childhood;  and 
Charlotte,  who  married  Buckley  Pepper.  Mrs. 
Clarissa  Canfield  died  in-  Ohio  in  1 86 1 , and  her 
remains  were  interred  there.  On  October  25, 
1869,  Mr.  Canfield  married  Sallie  T.  Sherwood, 
who  was  born  December  28,  1833,  a daughter  of 
Ira  and  Gratia  Sherwood,  of  Byron,  Genesee 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  her  father  was  a miller.  Her 
ancestors  were  early  settlers  in  this  county,  being 
identified  with  New  Fairfield  and  Sherman  town- 
ships. David  Canfield  has  had  four  children,  all 
by  the  first  marriage:  (1)  Burroughs  Perry, 

born  September  13,  1849,  in  the  town  of  Pawl- 
ing, Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y..  was  educated  at  Bing- 
hampton, N.  Y.,  and  at  the  academy  in  Kings- 
ville, Ohio,  his  opportunities  being  better  than 
j ordinary.  He  has  been  principal  of  graded 
1 schools  in  Iowa,  and  taught  many  terms  in  the 
I town  where  he  now  lives.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
I he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  One  Hundred  and 
i Fifth  Ohio  V.  I.,  but  after  spending  three 
! months  in  the  service  he  was  taken  ill,  honor- 
I ably  discharged  and  sent  home.  On  September 
, 20,  1 869,  he  married  Julia  Chapin,  who  • was 
I born  February  1,  1837,  the  daughter  of  Solomon 
: and  Chloe  Chapin,  influential  residents  of  Darien, 
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N.  Y.  Two  children  have  brightened  their 
home:  Ida  M.,  born  May  27,  1871,  in  Earl- 
ville,  Iowa,  and  Clara  O. , born  September  23, 
1873,  in  Dyersville,  Iowa.  Both  of  them  have 
been  carefully  educated  and  are  now  teachers. 
(2)  Susan  Louisa,  born  in  1842  in  Pawling, 
died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  (3)  Olive 
A.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject.  (4)  Charlotte 
L.  L. , born  May  1,  1847,  in  the  town  of 
Chenango,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y. , received  good 
educational  opportunities,  and  on  June  23,  1875, 
was  married  to  Augustus  Kendall,  a produce 
deaier  of  Alden,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.  They  have 
two  children:  Clarence  A.,  born  June  n,  1878 
who  is  now  engaged  in  business  with  his  father; 
and  Arthur  C.,  born  October  31,  1880. 


BEERS'  I*  has  often  been  noted 
4 * our  rural  communities  are  as  a rule 

a hi^hT  °f,a  daSS  of  men  who  manifest  in 
that  eo  fX66  th?  Sterline  qualities  of  character 
•maulne  °f  good  citizens,  and  it  is 
«ned  he  r ">  this  volume  there  are  to  be  pre- 
Se  Brief  °f,S0  man>'  0{  this  admirable 

' y wM  '1  “ Y6  theSe  b'°graphical  accounts, 
"J ° P°s,en,y  ‘he  distinguishing 
dav  a nH  r 1 6 rePresentative  men  of  to- 

SiS?  Ilnk  the  ,uture  to  ‘he  past  in  just 

many yearean^ae f'  ^ !ketch’  who  has  been  for 
a member  ,gr'cul‘urist  of  Newtown  township, 
thatSS  H°”!  °'  thl  ^ding  families  of 

a estiva  of'Norwalfthi,  "’  Eben,Mer  Beers- 

town  in  earlv  im  u ’ S coun‘3'-  settled  in  New- 
as  a S i * and  engaged  in  business 
scythes  whk*  J t m\"ufacturer  of  axes  and 
He  had  Tn  extenlv  ?Pe,d  t0  NorwaIk  'or  sale, 
his  business  enabled  v rade  In  ,bese  articles,  and 
constantly  employed  ""h0  ke6P  m“fy  aPPrentices 
Hard,  and  fsernnH^ur^  married  (first)  Widow 
five  childrenas^oll Wldow  ^ettleton,  and  had 
*ho  married  Sallv  H 1 Ebenezer-  Jr-  i Philo, 
ha"!  county  Mirh  HaWiey’  and  located  in  Ing- 

below;  Esther  wlfn  Ez!k‘eI’  wbo  >s  mentioned 
Cuirance,  wh0'm  *1  7a.med  3oh"  Glover;  and 
Abraham  Peck,  and 

June  °NerJ,UbjeCt  S father'  was  born 

owned  bv  Mr.  ’pr  ..  °"’n-  u.Pon  a farm  now 

‘his  place  throughout  hie <j..contlr)ued  tt>  reside  at 
as  a successful  aericultn  • e'  ?,nd  became  known 
?bout  ‘wo  hundred  andT/t'  H'S  farm  comPrised 
hls  industry  kept  in  fi  fi  y ?Cres  oi  land-  which 
ame  time  he  took  a * rftCult,va‘ion.  and  at  the 

local 
and  in 


«me  he  tnnb  ana 

aSa,rs'  D“ting  his  earivn°T'nent  part  in 

S us  early  life  he  was  a Whig, 


Jateryears  a Republican.  In  religious  faith  he  was 
an  Episcopalian,  and  for  years  he  was  a leading 
member  of  Trinity  Church  at  Newtown.  On  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1820,  he  married  Miss  Polly  A.  M. 
Candee,  of  Oxford,  Conn.,  who  died  October  5, 
1S24,  and  on  February  23,  1826,  he  wedded  Miss 
Nancy  Johnson,  of  Southbury,  Conn.,  who  died 
August  25,  1830.  Later  he  married  Mrs.  Sally 
(Morris)  Beers,  daughter  of  Daniel  Morris.  She 
died  July  23,  1876,  and  Mr.  Beers  on  February 
26,  1877.  He  had  eight  children  in  ail.  By  the 
first  marriage  he  had  two  daughters:  Lucy,  born 
July  31.  1821,  was  married  July  23,  1848,  to  Ed- 
ward L.  Fairchild;  and  Annette,  born  July  6, 
1823,  was  married  (first)  on  February  2,  1846,  to 
David  Botsford,  and  (second)  in  1865  to  William 
Botsford.  She  had  two  sons;  Charles  B.,  born 
January  24,  1851,  died  June  14,  1893;  and  David 
B.,  born  December  17,  i860,  died  May  3,  1871. 
By  his  second  marriage  Ezekiel  Beers  had  two 
sons:  Amos,  born  November  29,  1826,  was 

married  April  24,  1848,  to  Jeannette  Pierpont,  of 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  who  died  June  19,  1854,  and 
on  November  6,  1855,  he  married  Susan  Frances 
Peck,  of  Farmington,  Conn.;  and  Theodore, 
born  October  12,  1829,  died  May  1,  1832.  By 
his  third  marriage  Ezekiel  Beers  had  four  chil- 
dren, our  subject  being  the  only  survivor:  Sylves- 
ter, born  January  1,  1833,  died  September  1, 
1887;  Nancy,  born  October  21,  1834,  married 
Edwin  Clarke,  and  died  September  13,  1869, 
leaving  two  children — Julia  L.,  born  August  6, 
1855,  and  Eli  B.,  born  September  2,  1861,  who 
was  married  April  18,  1885,  to  Miss  Lizzie 
Bowers;  Julius  Augustus  and  Julia  Augusta, 
(twins),  born  March  20,  1837,  the  latter  of  whom 
married  Rev.  William  C.  Sexton,  a Congrega- 
tional minister,  and  died  July  23,  1891. 

Mr.  Beers,  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared 
at  the  old  homestead,  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Pratt,  and  he  has  always  been  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural work.  In  1865,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight,  he  located  upon  his  present  farm,  which 
had  previously  been  held  as  a homestead  by 
three  generations  of  his  mother's  family,  so  that 
his  children  make  the  fifth  generation  to  oc- 
cupy the  place.  The  estate  contains  148  acres. 
Like  all  of  his  family,  Mr.  Beers  is  a firm  be- 
liever in  the  doctrines  oi  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  also  active  in  religious  work  as  a member 
of  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Monroe,  in 
which  he  has  been  vestrj'man  for  many  years. 
On  April  3,  1861,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Eliza- 
beth Warner,  daughter  of  Zacheus  Warner,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  Roxbury,  Conn.,  and  two 
children  came  of  the  union:  (1)  Carrie  Fenn, 

born  September  1,  1862,  was  married  January  1, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


192 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1890,  to  Edwin  Sudliff,  of  Southington,  Conn., 
and  has  had  one  daughter,  Lois  Adelaide,  born 
January  20,  1891;  and  (2)  Morris  Daniel,  bom 
January  16,  1869,  is  not  married. 


LLEN  MEAD  has  resided  upon  his  present 
farm  in  Greenwich  township,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  for  over  twenty  years.  He  is  a native  of 
this  county,  born  February  7,  1837,  in  Stanwich, 
in  which  place  his  father,  Reuben  Mead,  was 
also  born. 

Edmund  Mead,  the  grandfather,  was  a farmer 
by  occupation  and  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  He  was  a large  man  physically.  He 
reared  a family  of  twelve  children — six  sons  and 
six  daughters — of  whom,  Reuben  married  Sarah 
Reynolds,  a native  of  Roxburv,  Stamford  town- 
ship, this  county:  her  father.  Abel  Reynolds, 
also  had  six  sons  and  six  daughters.  Reuben 
Mead  was  trained  to  farm  life,  and  he  also  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  more  or 
less  all  his  life  in  connection  with  agriculture. 
After  his  marriage  he  located  in  Greenwich  town- 
ship, where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life,  living 
to  the  age  of  eightv-three  years.  Mrs.  Mead 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy,  and  they  sleep 
their  last  sleep  in  Stanwich  cemetery.  They 
were  Methodists  in  religious  connection;  polit- 
ically he  sympathized  with  the  Whigs  and,  in 
time,  with  the  Republicans.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  five  children:  Charles  E.,  who  is  a hotel- 
keeper  at  Talmadge.  Neb.;  Rebecca  {Mrs.  James 
Lockwood,  of  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.);  Allen;  AbelR., 
a farmer  of  Greenwich;  and  E.  Hibbard,  who 
joined  the  army  and  went  to  the  South,  dying  in 
Memphis,  Tenn..  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  years. 

Allen  Mead  attended  school  in  Stanwich,  re- 
ceiving his  earlier  instruction  under  Mrs.  Louns- 
bury  and  Mr.  Gibson.  After  leaving  school  he 
worked  on  the  home  farm  a short  time,  and  when 
sixteen  years  old  he  commenced  work  at  Ridge- 
field in  the  carriage-making  business,  learning  to 
do  the  wood-work.  He  was  subsequently  in  the 
employ  of  the  Phoenix  Company,  at  Stamford, 
but  ill  health  compelled  him  to  abandon  the 
trade,  and  he  soon  after  went  to  New  York, 
where  he  commenced  work  as  a house  carpenter. 
That  vocation  he  continued  to  follow  in  New 
York  until  1861,  when  he  removed  to  Stamford 
and  opened  a butcher  business;  but  this  he  was 
also  obliged  to  give  up  on  account  of  his  health. 
After  two  or  three  years’  rest  at  his  home  he  lo- 
cated on  a farm  in  Greenwich  township,  which 
he  rented  for  three  years,  and  finally,  in  1877,  be- 
came the  owner  of  the  farm  he  has  since  occu- 
pied, buying  it  from  Nathan  Finch.  The  place 


contains  ninety-two  acres  of  fine  land,  which  he 
has  improved  and  cultivated  in  the  most  ap- 
proved manner,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  his 
capable  wife,  he  has  succeeded  in  making  a com- 
fortable home,  which  they  enjoy  thoroughly. 
Liberal  and  good-hearted  by  nature.  Mr.  Mead  is 
always  ready  to  wish  every  man  well  and  encour- 
age his  friends  and  neighbors  over  the  rough 
places,  and  he  is  as  popular  throughout  Green- 
wich for  his  hearty  good  nature  as  he  is  respected 
for  his  many  sterling  qualities. 

In  January,  1868,  Mr.  Mead  wedded,  in 
Stamford,  Miss  Mary  E.  Weed,  daughter  of 
Lewis  Weed,  of  that  place.  She  died  leaving 
no  children,  and  on  January  24,  1878,  at  Port 
Chester,  he  married,  for  his  second  wife.  Miss 
Harriet  E.  Ferris,  a native  of  Stanwich,  who 
was  born  December  15.  1846.  Mrs.  Mead  is  the 
eldest  in  the  family  of  Gilbert  and  Harriet 
(Howeth)  Ferris,  farming  people,  who  had  three 
daughters,  viz.:  Harriet  E.,  Luwilla  E.  and 
Fanny  A.  Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mead:  Florence  A.  and  Emma  H.,  both  of 
whom  are  at  home.  The  family  attend  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Stanwich,  of  which  Mrs. 
Mead  is  a member.  Mr.  Mead  supports  the  Re- 
publican party  in  National  matters,  but  in  local 
elections  he  votes  for  the  man  he  considers  best 
fitted  for  office  regardless  of  party  ties.  Fra- 
ternally, he  unites  with  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.  at 
Banksville. 


OBERT  VAN  BUREN.  The  advantages 

of  this  section  as  a place  of  residence  have 

long  been  recognized  by  the  wealthy  and  cultured 
classes  from  the  metropolis,  who  desire  to  escape 
the  unwholesome  environments  of  city  life  while 
remaining  in  touch  with  its  better  influences.  In 
the  social  circles  of  our  towns,  permeated  as  they 
are  by  the  refinement  and  good  breeding  derived 
from  generations  of  honorable  and  high-minded 
thought  and  life,  the  new  comers  find  a most  con- 
genial atmosphere,  and  in  their  turn  they  add  a 
cosmopolitan  tinge  which  is  quite  noticeable. 
Among  the  families  thus  attracted  to  the  pleas- 
ant little  city  of  Norwalk  is  that  of  the  subject 
of  this  biography,  formerly  the  chief  engineer  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  now  the  consulting  engi- 
neer for  a number  of  important  public  works  in 
various  places. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  was  born  in  New  York  City 
March  25,  1843,  and  comes  of  good  old  Dutch 
stock,  his  family  having  been  identified  with  that 
city  since  the  year  1 700.  The  first  of  the  name 
to  cross  the  ocean  from  Holland  was  Dr.  John 

Van  Buren,  our  subject’s  great-great-grandfather, 
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who  became  a successful  physician  in  New  York. 
His  son,  Dr.  Beekman  Van  Buren,  our  subject’s 
great-grandfather,  was  even  more  noted  than  he, 
and  was  the  first  to  introduce  vaccination  into  his 
practice.  This  well-known  physician  began  his 
professional  career  in  New  York  in  1751,  and 
continued  there  until  his  death,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a period  of  service  as  a surgeon  in  the 
Revolutionary  army.  Michael  Van  Buren,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  New 
York  in  1787,  and  the  greater  portion  of  his  life 
wasspent  in  mercantile  business  in  that  city,  but 
his  last  days  were  passed  in  retirement  at  Pater- 
son, N.  J.  He  married  Miss  Ann  Dash,  a 
daughter  of  John  B.  Dash,  of  New  York  City, 
and  had  ten  children. 

Col.  John  D.  Van  Buren.  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  metropolis,  became 
a prominent  lawyer  and  politician,  and  was  also 
widely  known  as  a public  speaker  and  a contrib- 
utor to  the  current  literature  of  that  day.  He 
was  a leading  Democrat,  served  for  a time  as  a 
representative  in  the  New  York  Legislature,  and 
was  twice  a member  of  constitutional  conven- 
tions in  that  State.  At  another  time  he  held  the 
office  of  paymaster-general  of  New  York.  His 
friends  included  public  men  of  the  highest  rank, 
such  as  Chief  Justice  Chase,  and  he  was  espe- 
cially intimate  with  Governor  Hoffman,  of  New 
York,  for  whom  he  acted  as  private  secretary 
during  his  term.  He  married  Miss  Elvira  Ay- 
mar,  a lady  of  French  Huguenot  descent,  whose 
father,  Benjamin  Aymar,  was  a prosperous  mer- 
chant of  New  York  City.  Our  subject  was  the 
youngest  of  five  children,  the  others  being  Ay- 
mar,  now  a resident  of  New  Windsor,  N.  Y. ; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Dr.  Thomas  H.  White,  of  New 
Haven,  this  State;  John  D. , Jr.,  a lawyer  and 
civil  engineer  at  Newburg,  N.  Y..  who  served  one 
term  as  engineer  for  the  State  of  New  York;  and 
Frank  R.,  deceased.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  Decembei*!,  1885;  the  mother  passed  away 
March  20,  1 898. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  spent  his  youth  in  New  York 
City,  and  in  1864  he  was  graduated  at  the  Ren- 
sselaer Polytechnic  Institute  with  the  degree  of 
civil  engineer.  In  1865  he  entered  the  depart- 
ment of  public  works  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  and 
remained  as  assistant  engineer  until  1877,  when 
he  was  appointed  chief  engineer,  with  the  general 
oversight  of  all  the  public  works  of  that  city. 
The  responsibility  finally  told  severely  upon  his 
health,  and  in  1892  he  resigned;  but  in  Brooklyn 
and  other  cities  his  skill  was  still  called  into  serv- 
ice as  consulting  engineer  when  necessary,  and 
on  December  1,  1897,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
position  of  consulting  engineer  on  the  water  sup- 


ply and  sewerage  works  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn. 
On  March  1,  1898,  he  was  apppointed  engineer- 
in-charge  of  the  water  supply  of  the  borough  of 
Brooklyn,  and  now  holds  that  position. 

On  February  4,  1875,  Mr.  Van  Buren  mar- 
j ried  Miss  Louisa  Aymar,  daughter  of  Samuel 
; Aymar,  a merchant  of  New  York,  and  a half- 
brother  of  Benjamin  Aymar,  mentioned  above. 
Three  sons  have  blessed  this  union:  Robert  S., 

Frank  A.  and  Cortlandt.  In  1884  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Van  Buren  began  to  spend  their  summers  in  Nor- 
walk, and  in  1891  they  became  permanent,  all- 
the-year-round  residents.  They  have  always 
shown  a generous  sympathy  with  every  form  of 
philanthropic  and  religious  work,  and  are  liberal 
contributors  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  with  which 
the  Van  Buren  family  has  long  been  connected. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  is  a vice-president  of  the  Nor- 
walk Hospital,  and  belongs  to  various  organiza- 
tions, including  the  Norwalk  Club,  the  Delta  Phi 
Club  of  New  York  City,  and  the  National  Society 
of  Civil  Engineers.  In  political  faith  he  has  al- 
ways been  a Democrat. 


URTIS  HARVEY  BILL,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
best  and  most  widely  known  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  the  State,  settled  in  Bridgeport  in 
1871.  Coming  without  previous  acquaintance, 
or  any  credentials  recommending  him  to  favor- 
able consideration,  he  soon,  through  persevering 
industry  and  integrity  of  character,  established 
himself  in  public  confidence  to  an  unusual  degree. 

Doctor  Bill  comes  of  good  English  ancestry, 
nearly  every  generation  of  which  has  furnished 
one  or  more  respected  members  to  the  medical 
profession.  He  is  a direct  descendant  of  Thomas 
Bill,  M.  D.  [See  Athenae  Cantabrigienses,  Vol.  1, 
pp.  98  and  539],  who  was  born  about  1490  in 
Bedfordshire,  England,  and  as  a physician  was 
an  attendant  of  Princess  Elizabeth  in  1 549.  He 
was  entitled  to  a B.  A.,  in  1524;  was  afterward 
elected  Fellow  of  Pembroke  Hall;  in  1558  had 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  M.  A.  As  a 
medical  student  he,  in  1530,  had  leave  extended 
him  from  his  college  to  travel  for  three  and  a 
quarter  years  on  the  Continent,  and  again,  in 
1531,  two  additional  years  were  voted  him.  This 
was  granted  that  he  might  be  the  better  fitted  for 
his  profession  by  visiting  the  medical  schools  and 
attending  the  lectures  of  the  most  eminent  physi- 
cians in  Europe.  He  took  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
at  the  celebrated  University  at  Pavia,  Italy, 
founded  by  the  Emperor  Charlemagne.  He  be- 
came one  of  the  physicians  of  Henry  VIII,  and 
of  Edward  VI,  and  from  the  latter  received, 
March  26,  1547.  a grant  of  one  hundred  pounds 
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sterling  per  annum.  The  Princess  Elizabeth 
wrote  in  i 549  the  following  letter  of  thanks  to 
the  Duke  of  Somerset,  in  which  she  gratefully 
alludes  to  Doctor  Bill: 

My  Very  Good  Lord:  , 

* Many  lines  will  not  serve  to  render  the  least  part  ol 
thanks  that  vour  Grace  hath  deserved  of  me,  most  especially  1 
for  that  vou'have  been  careful  of  my  health,  and  sending  un- 
to me  not  onlv  vour  comfortable  letter,  but  also  physician, 
as  Dr  Bill,  whose  diligence  and  pains  has  been  a great  part 
of  mv  recovery;  for  whom  1 do  most  heartily  thank  your 
Grace,  desiring  vou  to  give  him  thanks  for  me,  who  can  as- 
certain you  of  mine  estate  of  health,  wherefore  1 will  not 
write  it.  And  although  1 be  most  bounded  to  you  in  this 
time  of  mv  sickness,  vet  1 may  not  be  unthankful  for  that 
vour  Grace  hath  made  such  expeditions  for  my  patent;  with 
most  heartv  thanks  and  commendations  to  you  and  to  my 
good  lady,  vour  wife,  most  heartily  fare  you  well. 

Your  assured  friend  to  my  power, 

Elizabeth. 

From  Cheshurst,  the  present  Friday, 

To  mv  Lord  Protector's  Grace. 

The  first  American  ancestors  of  our  subject 
were  John  and  Dorothy  Bill,  and  from  them  Dr. 
Bill  is  in  the  seventh  generation,  namely  : (II) 
Philip  and  Hannah  Bill  ; (111)  John  and  Mercy 
(Fowler)  Bill;  (IV)  Benajah  and  Mary  Bill;  (V) 
Eliphalet  and  Dorothy  (Marsh)  Bill.  Dorothy 
was  the  daughter  of  John  Marsh  and  Dorothy 
Mason,  who  was  the  fifth  in  descent  from  Major 
John  Mason,  the  conqueror  of  the  Pequots.  (VI) 
Dr.  Dyer  and  Ruth  (Coburn)  Bill,  parents  of  our 
subject.  Dr.  Dyer  Bill,  who  was  born  at  Hart- 
ford, Vt.,  April  7,  1793,  was  a prominent  man 
both  as  a physician  and  as  a politician.  He  settled 
in  Albany,  Vt.,  in  1819,  and  there  practiced  his 
profession  for  fifty-seven  years,  acquiring  an  en- 
viable reputation  and,  consequently,  an  extensive 
practice.  He  also  served  as  postmaster  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  many  years,  and  represented 
the  town  of  Albany  in  the  State  Legislature  sev- 
eral terms.  He  was  twice  married  ; his  first 
wife,  whom  he  married  September  14,  1814,  was 
Ruth  Richardson,  of  Strafford,  Vt.,  born  Octo- 
ber 9,  1792,  and  died  August  13,  1829.  The  six 
children  by  this  marriage  were  ; Louisa  M.,  Jose- 
phine, Emeline,  Lucinda,  Mary  and  Dyer  Rich- 
ardson. For  his  second  wife  Dr.  Dyer  Bill  mar- 
ried Ruth  P.  Coburn,  January  1,  1830.  She 
was  born  at  Cabot,  Vt.,  January  30.  1803.  By 
this  marriage  Doctor  Bill  had  five  children : Frank 
Coburn,  Curtis  Harvey  (subject  of  this  sketch), 
James  Rawson,  Dwight  Strong,  and  George  Au- 
gustus. 

Curtis  Harvey  Bill  was  born  at  Albany,  Vt., 
July  2,  1835,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  in  Barre  Acad- 
emy. In  1854  he  commenced  the  study  of  med- 
icine with  Dr.  Charles  B.  Chandler,  of  Mont- 
pelier, Vt.,  attendingtwo  courses  of  medical  lect- 
ures at  Dartmouth  College,  one  at  the  University 


of  Vermont  and  one  at  the  University  Medica 
College  of  the  City  of  New  York.  At  the  last  of 
these  he  graduated  in  March,  1859,  with  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  At  his  final  examination  in  anat- 
omy and  surgery  he  was  highly  commended  by 
the  Faculty.  The  young  physician  and  surgeon 
settled  at  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  and  there  began 
his  eventful  practice.  He  was  at  Clarksville, 
when,  in  April.  1861,  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter 
roused  the  whole  country,  and  in  May  of  that 
vear  he  was  tendered  a surgeon's  commission  in 
the  Confederate  army.  This  he  declined,  and  in 
consequence  within  twenty-four  hours  was  driven 
from  the  State.  The  following  war  service  of 
Doctor  Bill  is  from  the  records  : 

Having  declined  a surgeon’s  commission  in 
| the  Fourteenth  Tennessee  Infantry  in  the  Rebel 
I army,  he  was  driven  from  Tennessee  by  a \ lgi- 
| lance  committee;  reported  to  Gen.  W.  T.  Sher- 
1 man  at  Louisville,  Ky..  and  was  appointed  acting 
1 assistant  surgeon  October  1,  1861,  and  assigne 
! to  dutv  in  the  15th  U.  S.  Infantry;  served  with 
' that  command  in  the  4th  Brigade,  2d  Division 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  until  September,  1862;  4th 
Brigade,  1st  Division  (Center),  Army  of  t e 
Cumberland,  until  January.  1863;  3^  Brigade,  is 
Division,  14th  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, until  June,  1863,  and  participated  m 
the  battle  of  Shiloh,  Tenn..  April  7.  ,86|!  tne 
siege  of  Corinth,  April  30  to  May  30;  the  Perry- 
ville  campaign,  October  1 to  October  1 5 , °8 

Walk,  October  9;  relief  of  Nashville,  November 
5—9 ; Murfreesboro  campaign,  November  2 , 
1862.  to  January-,  1863;  Stone  river,  December 
31,  1862,  to  January  3,  1863;  Stewart  s Cree  , 
January  1,  1863;  was  especially  compbmen  e 
for  gallant  and  faithful  service  on  the  battlehe 
by  Gen.  John  H.  King,  commanding  the  regular 
I brigade,  14th  Army  Corps;  on  detached  service 
I headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberlan  , a 
■ a member  of  the  examining  board  which  passe 
i upon  seven  thousand  applications  for  discharg^ 

; during  July,  August  and  September,  1862, 

1 tailed  as  surgeon-in-chief  of  " Howard  Hospi  a , 

| No.  4,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  November,  1862,  un 
August,  1863,  where  he  had  the  care  of  many 
1 sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  and  performed  n™any 
: successful  operations.  On  the  request  of  An  re 
Johnson,  then  military  governor  of  "^'®I^5?eSSe s’_ 
he  was  commissioned  surgeon  of  the  5th  Tenne 
• see  Cavalry  to  rank  from  November  8,  1864.  an 
served  with  that  regiment  until  mustere  ° 
August  14,  1865. 

Doctor  Bill  remained  in  the  South  five  y 
after  the  war,  practicing  his  profession  an  c 
tivating  a large  cotton  plantation  near  Faye  , 
; ville,  Tenn.  Coming  to  Bridgeport  in  the  la 
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1871,  he  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  TTfENRY  S.  WELLS,  a well-to-do  resident 
profession,  which  he  has  since  followed,  building  Jr^l  of  the  town  of  Huntington,  is  the  owner  of  a 
up,  during  these  twenty-five  years,  a large  and  fine  estate  of  250  acres,  and  although  he  is  now 
extensive  practice  among  the  best  families.  He  taking  a less  active  part  in  its  management  than 
is  a member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa-  formerly  he  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  lead- 
tion,  the  State  Medical  Association,  the  County  ing  agriculturists  of  the  locality. 

Medical  Association,  of  which  he  was  president  Mr.  Wells  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hunting- 
in  1880-81;  and  also  of  the  Bridgeport  Medical  ton,  September  25,  1825,  and  is  a representa- 
Association,  of  which  he  was  president  in  1879.  five  of  an  old  Colonial  family,  his  ancestors 
He  has  been  connected  with  the  Bridgeport  Hos-  having  come  from  England  at  an  early  period, 
pital  since  its  organization  in  1884,  and  inau-  Daniel  Wells,  his  great-grandfather,  was  at  one 
gurated  the  medical  and  surgical  visiting  service  time  a resident  of  Stratford,  but  his  later  years 
of  that  hospital.  For  ten  years  he  served  on  were  spent  in  the  town  of  Huntington.  Abner 
the  visiting  staff,  resigning  at  the  end  of  that  Wells  (1),  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
time,  and  has  ever  since  served  on  the  consult-  born  in  Huntington,  and  passed  his  life  there  in 
ing  staff.  Doctor  Bill  has  also,  for  many  years,  agricultural  pursuits.  He  married  a Miss  Wheel- 
served  as  medical  examiner  for  several  of  the  er,  daughter  of  John  Thomas  Wheeler,  of  Hunt- 
largest  life  insurance  companies,  including  the  ington,  and  had  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are 
Mutual  Life,  of  New  York  ; the  Penn  Mutual,  of  now  deceased.  Billy  was  a clothier  by  trade, 
Philadelphia;  Travelers,  of  Hartford;  Manhat-  and  for  several  years  worked  at  cloth  dressing; 
tan,  of  New  York  ; Home,  of  New  York,  and  Bay  he  married  Pamelia  Wooster,  and  they  had  four 
State,  of  Massachusetts.  He  has  also  written  a children,  all  of  whom  died  young;  later  on  he 
number  of  professional  papers,  among  which  bought  a farm  and  sawmill,  and  there  made  his 
maybe  mentioned  "Monographs  on  Treatment  home  the  rest  of  his  days;  by  steady,  hard  labor  he 
of  Hospital  Gangrene  with  Bromine,"  and  “Ex-  made  a good  living  up  to  his  death,  which  oc- 
section  of  Joints,”  etc.,  with  cases.  curred  when  he  was  eighty-six  years  of  age.  Phoebe 

On  September  20,  1865,  Doctor  Bill  was  married  Elisha  Allis,  a resident  of  this  county, 
<~alw  t0  ^ary  W°rcester>  daughter  of  T.  who  was  a mechanic  and  was  noted  for  his  in- 
. Worcester,  Esq.,  of  Hollis,  N.  H.,  and  niece  ventive  genius.  Nancy  married  Sylvester  Fitts, 
VJOSeP,h  P"  Worcester,  LL.  D.,  author  of  a mechanic.  Rebecca  was  the  wife  of  Lem- 
orcester  s dictionary.  ” She  is  seventh  in  di-  uel  Blackman,  a farmer  in  Vermont.  Abner  is 
ec  escent  from  Rev.  William  Worcester,  the  mentioned  below.  Mary  married  Judson  Nich- 
D AmR1S*v,r  Sett'e<^  'n  Salisbury,  Mass.,  and  a ols,  a farmer  in  this  county.  David,  who  died 
' ' , through  Capt.  Noah  Worcester,  who  in  1897,  aged  ninety  years,  was  a farmer  in 

HiraM  oan°mpany  at  the  batt]e  of  Bunker  Ohio. 

itabip  ^ as  always  been  active  in  char-  Abner  Wells  (2),  our  subject’s  father,  was 

rnemhc"  V ur  work,  and  is  one  of  the  original  born  in  Huntington  in  1798,  and  followed  farm- 
oldestw50  ■ 6 1 ^'.s^  literary  Club,  one  of  the  ing  there  throughout  his  active  life.  He  was  an 
Mrs  Biff  h*"  S C u^s  the  country.  Doctor  and  excellent  citizen,  a Whig  in  politics,  and  in  re- 
E.  Phii;  nov*  three  living  children:  Mary  ligious  faith  a Congregationalist.  He  married 

teiid  the « an. [Harold  C.  The  family  at-  Miss  Philena  Shelton,  daughter  of  Zachariah 

politics  Dn*rCe!»-?i  •t*le  ^•PiscoPal  Church.  In  Shelton,  a lifelong  resident  of  Huntington.  Her 
first  ballot  { '»  a Republican,  casting  his  death  occurred  in  1834,  and  he  survived  her 

dent.  He  °f  'J£n  ^remont  for  Presi-  many  years,  passing  away  in  1857.  They  had 

Post  No  ? 'V*  *^'as  H°we>  Jr.,  a family  of  five  children:  (1)  Henry  S.,  our  sub- 

Club,  the  r » ,^le  Brooklawn  Country  ject;  (2)  Benjamin,  a wealthy  retired  resident  of 

Society  the  A°n  emporary  Club,  the  Scientific  East  Hartford,  Conn. ; (3)  Catherine  (deceased), 
Collectors  Cl  ^rt  ^oc'ety>  and  the  Art  who  married  William  Colton;  (4)  David,  a farm- 

Professional  m ■ ough  one  of  the  busiest  er,  now  deceased;  (5)  John,  who  settled  in  Min- 
uet neglect  the**”  -j  c’ty\  doctor  Bill  does  nesota  and  died  there  some  years  ago. 
freely  of  his  t'  °cia  ®'“e  °f  life,  but  contributes  Henry  S.  Wells  was  reared  as  a farmer  boy. 
*Wch  make  lifp16  arl~ ,.ta.^ents  to  the  occasions  his  education  being  limited  to  the  course  offered 
be  depended  GVOrth  1V’ng\  and  be  can  always  in  the  local  schools.  In  early  manhood,  becom- 
nieasure  that  nr  °1'  t0  cor<f'aHy  support  every  ing  infected  with  the  “gold  fever,"  he  spent 
of  Bridgeport  Promote  'be  prosperity  four  years  in  California,  where  he  saved  consid- 

oitizens.  welfare  and  happiness  of  her  erable  money.  After  his  return  to  Connecticut 

he  married  Miss  Laura  A.  Bennett,  daughter  of 
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Nathan  Bennett,  a well-known  citizen  of  Hunt- 
ington, and  they  have  ever  since  made  their 
home  at  his  present  farm.  Of  their  two  chil- 
dren, the  elder,  Esther,  died  in  infancy;  the 
younger,  Franklin  H.,  has  now  charge  of  the 
homestead;  he  married  Rose  Belle  Beach,  of 
Huntington,  and  they  have  a son,  born  November 
|6,  1898,  named  William  B.  Wells. 

Mr.  Wells  has  always  been  what  is  known  as 
a general  farmer,  but  at  times  he  has  dealt  ex- 
tensively in  livestock.  His  homestead  is  attract- 
ive as  well  as  valuable,  and  all  of  the  improve- 
ments upon  it  have  been  made  by  him.  As  a 
good  citizen  he  is  interested  in  the  movements  of 
his  time,  and  while  he  voted  the  Whig  ticket  in 
early  life,  his  strong  antagonism  to  slavery  led 
him  into  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he 
still  affiliates. 


ILL1AM  B.  FISH,  who  died  at  New  Ca- 
naan, January  19,  1896,  was  well-known 
there  as  the  proprietor  of  a fine  farm,  as  well  as 
a breeder  of  fine  horses,  and  was  a jovial,  whole- 
souled  man,  popular  with  all  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Fish  was  born  in  1819  at  Danvers, 
Mass.,  and  made  his  home  in  the  suburbs  of  Bos- 
ton up  to  1849.  The  first  business  enterprise  in 
which  he  embarked  on  his  own  account  was  the 
building  of  the  “ Merriman  Hotel  ” at  Lawrence, 
Mass.,  which  in  1847  was  totally  destroyed  by 
fire,  this  misfortune  stripping  Mr.  Fish  of  all  his 
possessions  except  the  mare  “ Boston  Girl.”  In 
1849  he  caught  the  “gold  fever  ” and  started  for 
California,  but  he  gave  up  the  trip  after  going  as 
far  as  New  York,  and  in  that  city  engaged  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Fish  & Fowler,  in  the 
manufacture  of  skeleton  wagons  and  sulkies,  with 
a livery  business  attached.  While  thus  engaged 
he  built  the  first  sulky  for  “ Flora  Temple.”  He 
was  a warm  friend  of  Hiram  Woodruff  and  Dan 
Mace,  and  a patron  of  the  Centreville  and  Fash- 
ion tracks.  In  1850  Mr.  Fish  commenced  the 
soda-water  business,  which  he  carried  on  until 
1856,  the  year  of  his  removal  to  the  above  men- 
tioned farm  at  New  Canaan,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  There  he  bred  horses, 
among  them  being  some  of  the  fastest  trotters 
and  best  road  horses  in  the  country,  and  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  he  was  a keen  judge  of  fine 
horseflesh.  He  owned  the  stallions  “Rattler” 
and  “ Boston  Boy.”  Mr.  Fish  was  well  liked  by 
all  who  knew  him  as  a man  of  sterling  qualities 
o honesty  and  integrity,  and  a friend  who  was 
always  sure  to  prove  a “ friend  indeed.”  He  was 
married  December  31,  1864,  to  Miss  Clarissa 
Curtis,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Clarissa  (Weed) 


Curtis,  and  granddaughter  of  Peter  and  Susannah 
(Crawford)  Weed.  To  this  union  were  born  three 
children,  namely.  Charles  P.,  Nellie  F.  and 
Jennie  Irene. 

Charles  P.  Fish  was  born  June  19,  1866, 
at  the  place  where  he  still  resides,  in  New  Ca- 
naan, and  here  he  has  passed  his  entire  life.  In 
1 890  he  engaged  in  the  cattle  business,  which  he 
now  conducts  on  an  extensive  and  ever-increas- 
ing scale.  He  has  dairy  stock,  and  sells  dairy 
products  wholesale  to  parties  in  Norwalk,  Conn. 
Mr.  Fish  takes  considerable  interest  in  fraternal 
societies,  being  a member  of  Harmony  Lodge 
No.  167,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  of  the  Heptasophs. 


WILLIAM  H.  ZELLER,  editor  of  the 

Stamford  (Conn.)  Telegram,  was  born 

in  the  city  of  Reading.  Penn.,  May  31,  1855, 
was  admitted  to  Girard  College,  February  16, 
1864,  and  graduated  therefrom  January,  1872. 
He  served  a four-years’  apprenticeship  on  the 
Reading  Eagle , becoming  attached  to  the  local 
staff  in  1874.  and  severing  relations  there  in 
1878,  when  he  took  a half-partnership  in  the 
Tamaqua  (Penn.)  Courier,  March  15,  same  year, 
closing  out  the  same  just  three  years  later  (1881); 
was  connected  with  the  Erie  Dispatch  and  the 
Erie  Herald,  editor  of  the  Norristown  Register, 
editor  of  the  Harrisburg  Independent  from  Octo- 
ber, 1881,  to  January.  1883.  He  then  became 
legislative  reporter  of  the  Harrisburg  Patriot, 
covering  the  famous  Legislature  of  1883  for  many 
outside  papers;  was  city  editor  of  the  Reading 
Times  from  October,  1883,  to  October,  1885; 
editor  of  the  Wilkes-Barre  Union-Leader  from 
October,  1885,  to  March,  1886;  became  part 
owner  of  the  Hazleton  Sentinel,  March,  1886, 
and  left  there  the  following  September;  did 
special  work  in  Philadelphia,  Hatboro  and  Lans- 
dale;  established  the  Girard  College  Record  in 
March,  1887,  and  edited  same  until  1893;  was 
editor  of  the  Altoona  Times  from  September, 
1887.  to  June,  1888;  same  position  on  the  Al- 
toona Mirror  from  June,  1888,  to  July.  1889, 
doing  the  great  Johnstown  flood  in  June  of  that 
year;  then  taking  charge  of  the  Du  Bois  (Penn.) 
Express,  and  in  January,  1890,  becoming  editor 
of  the  Williamsport  Gazette  and  Bul/cttn.  In 
September,  1890,  Mr.  Zeller  accepted  an  offer 
to  become  Pennsylvania  State  editor  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia Times,  and  remained  with  that  paper 
until  March,  1896,  when  he  undertook  the  man- 
agement of  the  Pawtucket  (R.  1.)  Post.  Leav- 
ing there  in  April,  1897,  he  had  a desk  on  the 
Philadelphia  Ledger  staff  until  March,  1898,  when 
the  American-Spanish  war  offered  inducements 
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and  work  was  followed  from  Old  Point  Com- 
fort, Newport  News,  Norfolk,  Tampa  and  Key 
West  until  August,  1898,  when  he  accepted  the 
editorial  chair  of  the  Stamford  Telegram. 

The  first  issue  of  the  Stamford  Telegram 
was  made  August  18,  1897,  with  Edwin  F.  Bige- 
low as  manager  and  editor,  and  John  H.  Swart - 
wout  as  president  of  the  Stamford  Telegram 
Printing  and  Publishing  Company.  Democratic 
in  politics  and  the  only  Democratic  paper  in  a 
population  of  75,000,  it  met  with  success  from 
Lh*  sta.rt-  Jhe  T degram  is  now  published  by 
Edward  Duffy,  George  C.  Whitney,  Charles  B 

, S'a”leT  F,nch.  Charles  H.  Hobbie, 

John  H.  McGill  and  Enos  B.  Lockwood  acting  as 

Williardu  7dlneCt0rS  for  thir‘y  stockholders. 
William  H.  Zeller  is  the  editor  and  manager 


FREDERICK  AUGUSTUS  BENNETT 

iooMeldlnFnt-,r,h/^US,neSSandsocial  Iife  of 
nZ  of  f / ?'d  C°"  Conn"  we  find  the 

born  i„  h!,r  en  r,AUgUStUS  Bennelt-  wb°  was 
that  town  December  10,  1842,  the  third 

John  Fletcher  Bennett  was  the  onlv  son  of 

£ " £ B'LTjsih 

180S  n 6 °.^n  °*  Efanbury,  Conn.,  July  8 

and  later  in 'NeZMnJorZyhh00d  ‘here’ 

Brookfield  and  d’  wbence  he  came  to 

trade  of  comb.m,^6^/5  a”  aPPrent>ce  at  the 
be  graduated  an  'n*’’  *r0m  wb'cb’  ln  due  time, 

yni  he  w d7niLXPert  W°rkman-  Afler  a few 

Dobbs,  of  Danh  Z 'n  Tarna?e  with  Miss  Sarah 
three  sons-  William*  *!i,t0 jth,S  union  were  born 

F-,  now  decea  " and  Fd‘,ed  ?“ infanc^  J°b" 

ject  of  this  sketch  ’ F/ederick  A.,  the  sub- 
ne«ofcomb-makin/FOUt  thls,tlme  ‘he  busi- 
and  Mr.  Bennett  in  be?an  to  decline  rapidly, 
and  engaged  with  thZZ"^  ‘he  collaPse-  left  it 
son  Knife  Facto  ' E?pnetor  of  the  Tomlin- 
ireful  business  'S  m<*han,cal  skill  and 
dence  of  his  em„i„  b ts  won  {or  him  the  confi- 
ber  <>f  the  firm  clmZ'-  a”d  ,he  becair>e  a mem- 
" fifties,"  when' Mr  T0Ulrg  tkuS  untd  tbe  earB' 
terest  to  Ezra  W ^°,Plllnson  disposed  of  his  in- 
ranged  to  Bennett  S-  \v  m’  and  the  name  was 
Purchased  the  prone-rt  Vl^dman-  Jn  1855  they 
held  Liine  Kiln  P aZ  3'  as  the  Brook- 

P°5ed  of  his  intereZiZ.k'Z  Mr’  Bennett  dis- 
P Wetmore,  and  eavJ  fZ®  k"lfe  factor-v  to  L. 
"jlanagement  0f  the  lirrZl  t”111*  attention  to  the 
!sP°*d  or  his  intereZin  Z ln  1 86'-  having 
phased  Mr.  Wildman’J  !n  that  enterprise,  he  pur- 

p£«Xd  ;ss: in "» k"««  i*c- 

y directed  its  operation,  leas-  1 


mg  the  shear  department  to  Smith  Brothers, 
former  employes  of  the  concern.  As  a business 
man  John  Fletcher  Bennett  was  alert,  sagacious 
and  eminently  successful.  Asa  neighbor  he  was 
kind-hearted,  liberal  and  obliging  to  all.  As  a 
citizen  his  strict  integrity  and  consistent  moral 
character  were  unquestioned  in  the  community. 

In  1871  Frederick  A.  Bennett,  the  subject 
proper  of  this  review,  in  company  with  L.  P. 
Wetmore,  purchased  of  the  Smith  Brothers  their 
interest  in  the  shear  department,  and  continued 
the  same  successfully  under  the  firm  name  of 
Bennett  & Wetmore  until  the  death  of  John  F. 
Bennett,  in  1879,  when  he  purchased  from  the 
estate  his  father's  interest  in  the  factory.  The 
partnership  continued  until  Mr.  Wetmore  with- 
drew, disposing  of  his  share  to  Mr.  Bennett,  who 
then  called  as  a business  associate  John  Bate- 
man, forming  the  firm  of  F.  A.  Bennett  & Co. 
The  business  was  continued  by  them  until  1889, 
when  Mr.  Bennett  retired,  his  health  having  be- 
come impaired  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  in- 
capacitated from  giving  his  personal  attention  to 
the  work.  Mr.  Bateman,  now  being  the  sole 
representative  of  the  business,  proceeded  to  form 
an  incorporated  company,  under  the  style  of  The 
Lenox  Shear  Company,  continuing  the  office  and 
salesroom  with  Fuller  Brothers,  Chambers  street. 
New  York,  with  whom  Mr.  Bennett  had  been 
associated  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Bennett’s  early  education  had  fully 
equipped  him  for  a business  career.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  town  up  to  the  age  of 
thirteen  years,  when  he  entered  the  institute  of 
Rev.  E.  S.  Huntington,  of  Danbury,  and  later 
that  of  Rev.  Frederick  Jackson,  then  located  at 
the  “Turner  House,”  spending  thus  about  five 
years  preparatory  to  the  college  course  then  con- 
templated by  his  parents. 

About  this  date  the  war  clouds  began  to  gather 
on  the  national  horizon.  The  continued  active 
preparation  of  the  seceding  States  for  actual  con- 
flict, and  then  the  culminating  act  of  firing  on  Fort 
Sumter,  aroused  the  nation  like  the  thunders 
from  a cloudless  sky;  the  war  spirit  was  instantly 
aroused  and  became  dominant.  Our  young  men 
offered  themselves  as  willing  volunteers  to  defend 
the  flag  of  our  Union,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  among  the  first  to  offer  his  services,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  wrote  his  name  on 
the  soldiers’  list.  The  elder  Bennett  was  no 
whit  less  patriotic,  but  thinking  the  boy  too 
young  for  service,  took  his  name  from  the  list, 
and  advised  waiting  a few  months,  at  least;  but 
the  interest  was  becoming  more  and  more  in- 
tense, and  in  less  than  one  short  year  he  had  joined 
a military  company,  and  was  a member  of  tbe 
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Twenty-third  Regiment,  in  which  he  served  the 
full  term  of  his  enlistment  and  received  an  hon- 
orable discharge. 

Mr.  Bennett’s  first  marriage  was  with  Miss 
Jennie  E.  Burr,  of  Brookfield,  to  which  union 
was  born  one  son.  Stanley  B.  Bennett,  of  Bridge- 
port. His  present  wife  was  Miss  Elvira  L. 
Blackman,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  Blackman,  in- 
ventor of  the  celebrated  Balsam  bearing  his 
name,  and  the  manufacturer  of  several  proprie- 
tary medicines  which  have  been  before  the  public 
for  more  than  half  a century.  Mr.  Bennett  has 
been  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  for 
twenty-five  years,  having  joined  St.  Peter’s  Lodge 
No.  21,  and  Ousatonic  Chapter  No.  33,  in  New 
Milford,  in  early  life;  he  is  also  a member  of 
James  E.  Moore  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Danbury,  Conn. 
His  early  patriotic  instinct  came  by  inheritance, 
for  both  his  great-grandfathers  enlisted  and 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  In  his  re- 
ligious views  Mr.  Bennett  is  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican  of  decided  opinions,  and  ever  ready 
to  give  a reason  for  the  faith  that  is  in  him. 

For  a few  years  past  Mr.  Bennett  has  lived 
almost  a retired  life  in  consequence  of  his  suffer- 
ings from  rheumatism.  There  are  few  men  bet- 
ter known  in  the  community,  and  few  who  gain 
and  retain  through  life  such  unqualified  respect 
and  good-will  from  their  fellow-citizens.  He  is 
public-spirited  and  progressive,  and  in  all  works 
for  the  public  welfare  he  takes  a keen  interest. 


■T»FILL1AM  GREGORY  THOMAS  (de- 
Jf'Jt  ceased).  Among  the  worthy  men  whose 
histories  lend  interest  to  this  volume  none  stood 
higher  in  public  esteem  than  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  who  passed  to  the  unseen  life  June  1, 
1892.  Although  a native  of  this  county,  he  spent 
many  years  of  his  manhood  in  Albany,  N.  Y.; 
but  as  old  age  drew  on  he  returned  to  the  scenes 
of  his  early  days,  and  there  his  life  flowed  peace- 
fully on  to  its  close.  It  is  difficult  to  do  justice 
to  one  whose  unassuming  nature  led  him  to  re- 
frain from  anything  like  publicity,  for  the  simple 
record  of  his  career  from  a worldly  standpoint 
gives  but  little  indication  of  the  high  character 
and  lovable  personality  of  the  man. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  born  March  27,  1819,  in  the 
town  of  New  Canaan,  this  county,  and  was  of 
Welsh  ancestry.  His  grandfather,  Gregory 
Thomas,  was  born  probably  in  America,  and 
Charles  Thomas,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Wilton,  this  county.  About 
1821  Charles  Thomas  removed  with  his  family  to 
Norwalk,  where  for  many  years  he  was  promi- 


nently identified  with  the  lumber  interests.  As 
our  subject  was  only  two  years  old  at  the  time  of 
the  removal  to  Norwalk,  his  boyhood  was  mainly 
spent  there  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the 
local  schools.  His  business  abilities  were  noted 
at  an  early  age,  and  as  a mere  boy  he  found  em- 
ployment in  the  Fairfield  County  Savings  Bank. 
When  eighteen  years  old  he  went  to  Albany  as  a 
clerk  for  Ebenezer  Hill,  in  the  lumber  business, 
and  so  well  did  he  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
position  that  in  a few  years  he  became  a partner, 
and  later,  as  changes  were  made  in  the  firm,  he 
became  the  head  of  the  business.  As  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Albany  he  gained  an  en- 
viable reputation  among  financiers,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  connected  with  banking  interests  of 
that  city.  Honesty  and  integrity  were  prominent 
features  in  his  character,  his  uprightness  being 
no  less  perceptible  in  his  business  dealings  than 
in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life.  In  1875  he  retlr®“ 
from  business,  and  in  1881  removed  to  Norwalk, 
where  his  remaining  years  were  spent.  His 
wealth  enabled  him  to  gratify  the  impulses  of  a 
kindly  heart  by  giving  to  the  relief  of  suffering  as 
well  as  to  the  support  of  various  worthy  move- 
ments in  the  community,  and  although  he  was  not 
a member  of  any  Church,  he  contributed  freely 
to  all  denominations.  Politically,  he  was  a stead- 
fast Republican,  his  allegiance  being  entirely  free 
from  any  shadow  of  self-seeking,  as  he  invariably 
declined  the  offers  of  public  positions  made  to 
him  in  both  Albany  and  Norwalk. 

In  1848  Mr.  Thomas  married  Miss  Susan  M. 
Willson,  who  was  born  in  Glens  Falls,  Warren 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  John  Ward  Willson,  a 
native  of  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.  Her  gran 
father, Guild  Willson,  was  a resident  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  was  descended  from  an  old  LnS  . , 
family.  Mrs.  Thomas  survives  her  husband  wit 
three  children.  The  eldest,  Charles  H-.  is  con- 
nected with  the  New  York  Biscuit  Company- 
William  G.  is  the  head  of  the  Thomas  Pressed 
Brick  Company,  with  headquarters  at  St.  Louis. 
Mo.  Alice  W.  is  the  wife  of  Major  Stephen  W. 
Groesbeck.  of  the  United  States  Army,  now  sta- 
tioned at  San  Francisco,  California. 


JrOHN  W.  FYFE,  M.  D.,of  Saugatuck,  one  of 
; the  leading  men  of  his  town,  and  ranking 
among  the  foremost  physicians  of  Fairhe 
county,  is  a native  of  the  State  of  Maine,  or 
February  27,  1839,  at  Swans  Island.  The  sur 
name  Fyfe  is  derived  from  the  Jutland  wor 
“Fibh”  (pronounced  fife,  and  meaning  fores  )• 
According  to  Buchanan’s  “Ancient  ^cotis 
Surnames,”  it  was  first  used  as  a surname  a 0 
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the  year  834  by  the  younger  son  of  Fife  Macduff, 
kinglet  of  Fifeshire,  he  adopting  the  Christian 
name  of  his  father  as  his  own  surname.  The 
name  is  now  usually  spelled  Fyfe. 

Doctor  Fyfe  is  fifth  in  line  of  descent  from 
James  Fyfe,  who  was  born  in  Fifeshire,  Scot- 
land, in  1720  and.  coming  to  America,  settled  in 
Massachusetts,  was  married  there  and  reared  a 
family  of  children,  among  whom  was  a son, 
Silas,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1743  at  Berlin,' 
Mass.  Silas  Fyfe  married  Miss  Abigail  Hough- 
ton, who  was  born  in  Bolton,  Mass.,  in  1751, 
and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  in  Troy,  N.  h! 
To  this  union  were  born  nine  children,  one  of 
whom,  John  Fyfe,  the  grandfather  of  Doctor 
Fy  e,  was  born  in  1779,  at  Troy,  N.  H.  Silas 
Fyle  was  a prominent  man  at  Troy,  and  left  a 
record  which  his  posterity  take  pride  in.  He 
was  an  officer  of  a company  of  ••  minute-men  ” in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  From  1778  to  1815 
he  was  a deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
iroy , also  held  various  public  offices.  He  died 
I,“llMay’  '836;  ,and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1823. 

whnl  k ,'t,  h'S  S°n'  married  Sar«h  Seward, 
H r nCCUr:Cd  in  '774.  and  death  in 
his5  Gh  ,0l!OWed  agricultural  pursuits,  as  did 

c nne  tion  Th  grandiather  before  him,  and  in 
H r ,hfreo"n  Conducted  a general  store, 
count  Untl1  ,843'.  The  six  children  of  this 
a farmertn  Jnarried  Samuel  Stratton, 

in  184-  W'nflrey’  H''  wbose  dea‘h  occurred 
John  born  mcWaS  the  father  ot  our  subject ; 
who’wat  Ln  ^ '8°7-  married  Caroline  Stone, 

and  Elmira  andVi8°8  ’ ,Mary  dled  unmarried  ; 
still  living.  E Vlra  (twins).  unmarried,  are 

H Wasbornin  l8°3.at  Jaffrey  N. 

ness  withl?  m f6  l°rmed  a Partnership  in  b’usi- 
ge?erl  mercantiS  Nathan  Fyfe’  «Ka£ng  in  a 
Ca'er  in  Hfe  Mr  pS/neSS  a* Isle au  Hau,e’ Maine. 
and  there  too  to  Fy  6 moved  to  Swans  Island, 
eral  store'  h'p  * many  years  conducted  a gen- 

«. T„r«e  “» !«""« »» ■>' 

‘•“I  xci.1  ud  'nnhii  ft.  't  “">p'd»o»<ly  in 


who 

He 


social  and  pub  He  HeTT  • y 

“ Vocational  mat ters  * h”  an  mterest 
the  Church  In  nnl  f ’ and.  was  prominent  in 
he  followed  -h>sreligious'  - 

were  Democrats  l ° hls  ancestors, 
married  Ruth  G a”d  , Con8reBationalists. 

Mount  Desert  m ’ Wh°  Was  born  in  '8.6,  at 

R«h  Cott  ih^Gont  da“shter  of  J°b"  a"d 

hiends  of  Tampc  c 1 amiy  were  among  the 

set'le  there  ioon  J^^L^1?0  induced  them  »o 
Jest  extremity  of  lsland’  in  tbe  south- 

deeded  to  him  bv  C°Unty'  Maine’  was 

^vices  in  the  R«1 B?chusetts  for  distinguished 
Revolutionary  war.  All  of  these 


early  settlers  came  from  the  vicinity  of  Glouces- 
ter, Mass.  To  William  Fyfe  and  his  wife  were  bom 
children  as  follows:  Sarah  J.,  born  in  1834, 

died  in  1878,  unmarried.  Almira  F.,  born  in 
1836,  married  Maurice  R.  Rich,  a farmer  and 
carpenter  of  prominence  at  Tremont,  Maine,  and 
died  in  1885.  John  W.,  our  subject,  is  referred 
to  farther  on.  Nathan  J.,  born  in  1841,  was  for 
a time  connected  with  a newspaper  at  Elsworth, 
Maine.  He  was  a bright,  promising  young  man, 
but  his  young  life  was  cut  short,  sacrificed  on 
the  altar  of  his  country.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  joined  the  Union  army,  and  died  at  Belle 
Plains,  Va.,  in  1863. 

Dr.  John  W.  Fyfe  passed  his  boyhood  at 
Swans  Island  and  at  Elsworth,  Maine.  He  at- 
tended the  local  schools,  and  occasionally  as- 
sisted in  his  father’s  store.  At  seventeen  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  law,  and  for  a time  later  on  was 
connected  with  the  newspaper  profession,  filling 
various  positions  on  several  papers,  including 
those  of  editor,  manager  and  proprietor.  He 
dropped  the  study  of  law  and,  while  connected 
with  the  press,  studied  medicine,  attended  the 
regular  course  of  instruction  at  the  American 
University  Medical  College,  and  was  graduated  a 
Doctor  of  Medicine.  Later  he  furthered  his 
medical  studies  at  the  Eclectic  Medical  College, 
New  York  City,  entering  in  1885,  and  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  class  of  1888.  With  the  exception 
of  the  three  years  passed  in  the  college  just  re- 
ferred to  the  Doctor  has  practiced  his  profession 
at  Saugatuck  and  vicinity  since  1881.  He  has 
here  made  for  himself  a commendable  record  as 
a physician  and  citizen.  He  is  literary  in  his 
tastes,  and  is  an  extensive  contributor  to  the 
medical  literature  of  the  day.  As  a lecturer  in 
the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  New  York  (his 
Alma  Mater)  he  has  gained  an  extended  and  en- 
viable reputation.  The  Doctor  is  the  author  of 
a medical  text  book  entitled  “ Essentials  of  Mod- 
em Materia  Medica  and  Eclectic  Therapeutics.” 
He  is  a member  of  the  Connecticut  State  Eclec- 
tic Medical  Association  and  the  New  York  State 
Eclectic  Medical  Society;  also  of  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York.  He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has 
held  all  offices  in  his  local  lodge  and  also  the  office 
of  district  deputy  grand  master.  In  his  political 
views  he  adheres  to  the  early  teachings  of  the 
Democratic  party. 

On  April  6,  1862,  at  Kingston,  R.  I.,  Doctor 
Fyfe  was  married  to  Mary  E.  Card,  who  was 
bom  in  1842,  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Or. 
William  H.  and  Mary  E.  (Hammond)  Card,  na- 
tives of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  of  English  extrac- 
tion. To  the  marriage  of  Doctor  Fyfe  and  Miss 
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Card  have  come  the  following  children:  Florence 

A. ,  born  in  1867,  was  married  in  1888  to  Isaac 

B.  Wakeman,  a real-estate  broker  in  New  York 
City,  and  John  W.,  who  died  in  infancy. 


David  Frederick  hollister,  who, 

though  now  past  man’s  allotted  years,  is  act- 
ively engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law  in  Bridge- 
port, where  upward  of  forty  years  of  his  life  he 
has  passed  as  an  honored  and  useful  citizen,  is  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Washington,  Litchfield 
county,  Connecticut. 

Born  March  31,  1826,  Mr.  Hollister  is  the 
son  of  Gideon  Hollister,  and  is  of  the  seventh 
generation  from  John  Hollister,  who  came,  prob 


ton  Sherman  and  Sherman  Preston  (both  bap- 
tized Feburarv  11,  1778). 

1 Gideon  Hollister  (3),  born  January  13,  1761, 
married  in  1 782  Currence  Hicock.  He  died  Jan- 
uary 2,  1835,  and  she  May  1,  1845.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Marilla,  born  July  4,  1784,  married 

Andrew  Hine;  Gideon,  born  February  2,  1792; 
and  Truman,  born  December  5,  1803. 

Gideon  Hollister  (4),  born  February  2,  1792, 
married  (first)  in  November,  1815,  Harriet  Jack- 
son;  she  was  born  December  18.  1795,  and  died 
November  30,  1844.  He  married  (second)  No- 
vember 4,  1846,  Widow  Lydia  J.  Minor.  His 
children  were:  Gideon  Hiram,  born  December 

14,  1817;  Laura  Marilla,  born  January  2.  1822, 
married  in  November.  1844.  George  Drakely; 


ably,  from  Weymouth,  England,  immigrating  to  and  David  F.,  our  subject.  The  father  of  these 
this  country  about  1642,  and  was  admitted  a died  September  25,  1867.  He  was  a well-to-do 
freeman  at  the  General  Court  in  Boston  May  10,  farmer,  a man  of  sterling  integrity  and  of  much 
1643.  Later  he  moved  to  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  influence  and  usefulness  in  the  community  in 
and  was  sent  from  that  town  as  deputy  to  the  which  he  lived. 

General  Court  at  Hartford  November  15,  1644;  David  Frederick  Hollister  until  his  sixteenth 
also  in  1654  and  1656.  He  was  a lieutenant  in  year  was  a resident  of  the  old  homestead  in 
the  militia.  The  late  Hon.  Gideon  H.  Hollister,  Washington,  Litchfield  county,  but  at  that  pe- 
of  Litchfield.  Conn.,  by  investigations  made  riod  in  his  life  the  family  removed  to  the  town 
through  his  direction,  was  able  to  obtain  a per-  of  Woodbury,  same  county,  where  in  accordance 
feet  pedigree  irom  this  John  Hollister,  of  Weth-  with  his  father's  earnest  wish  he  remained  on  the 
ersfield,  to  the  John  Hollister  who,  in  1608,  was  farm  for  several  years.  While  thus  at  home  on 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Stinchcomb  and  Burleigh,  the  farm  he  had  the  fortune,  good  or  bad,  to  cut 
with  many  particulars  in  regard  to  the  genera-  his  foot  so  severely  as  to  interfere  with  his  active 
tions  of  the  family,  their  residences  and  final  duties  for  many  months,  and  he  finally  obtained 
resting  places.  The  line  of  our  subject’s  descent  the  consent  of  his  father  to  prepare  for  college, 
is  through  Gideon,  Captain  Gideon,  Gideon  (3)  He  had  already  received  a common-school  edu- 
and  Gideon  (4).  cation  in  his  native  town.  He  made  up  his  mind 

John  Hollister,  the  immigrant,  married  Jo-  to  enter  the  class  of ’51,  having  less  than  a year 
anna,  daughter  of  Richard  Treat,  and  their  before  the  commencement  of  the  term.  He  made 
children  were:  Mary,  John,  Thomas,  Joseph,  the  best  use  of  this  time,  and  presented  himself 
Lazarus,  Stephen,  Elizabeth  and  Sarah.  The  for  examination  without  having  completed,  how- 
father  of  these  died  in  1665  and  the  mother  ever,  quite  two-thirds  of  the  preparatory  course, 
in  1694.  On  leaving  home  for  New'  Haven,  and  bidding 

Stephen  Hollister  was  married  (first)  to  Abi-  his  friends  good-bye  he  assured  them  that  they 
gail,  daughter  of  Mathias  Treat,  in  1683.  and  would  not  see  him  again  until  he  was  a member 
(second)  to  Elizabeth  Reynolds.  His  children,  of  the  class  of  ’51,  though  he  had  many  misgiv- 
all  excepting  Stephen  (2),  were  born  to  the  first  ings  as  to  his  success  in  passing  the  examination, 
marriage  and  w’ere  as  follow’s:  Jerusha  [says  To  his  surprise  and  delight, , however,  he  “ passed 

Goodwin]  or  Jonathan  [says  Savage],  Stephen,  the  Rubicon  ” in  safety.  This  he  attributed  in  a 
Abigail,  Ann  Gershom,  Samuel,  Eunice.  Gideon,  great  measure  to  an  experience,  serious  enough 
Daniel  and  Stephen  (2).  in  the  time  of  it,  that  he  had  with  Prof.  Kings- 

Gideon  Hollister,  born  in  1698,  married  in  ley,  w’ho  examined  him  in  Latin.  The  Professor 
1723  Rebecca  Sherman.  His  children  were:  gave  him  an  exceedingly  tough  oration  to  trans- 

Sarah  and  Gideon.  late  which  he  knew  at  a glance  could  not  be 

Capt.  Gideon  Hollister,  born  September  21,  J trifled  w'ith  or  extemporized  on  with  safety,  and 
1725,  married  (first)  in  J 7 5°  Esther  Preston,  ! so  told  the  Professor  frankly  that  he  could  not 
who  died  September  14.  J 75  * . nine  days  after  | read  the  selection.  “What,  what,  young  gen- 
the  birth  of  her  son  Preston;  he  married  (sec-  ! tleman,"  said  the  Professor,  “ did  you  not  know 
ond)  in  1759  Patience  Hurd,  and  their  children  that  this  book  was  in  the  preparatory  course? 
were:  Gideon,  Anne,  Abner,  Esther  and  Pres-  ! “Yes,  sir,”  replied  the  applicant,  “but  I did 
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not  have  time  after  I decided  to  enter  this  class 
to  complete  the  whole  preparatory  course.”  The 
Professor  commenced  to  close  the  book  with  a 
look  on  his  face  which  seemed  also  to  young  Hol- 
lister to  close  the  door  of  hope  for  admission  to 
the  class.  In  a fit  of  desperation  the  applicant 
exclaimed,  “ 1 can  give  you  the  derivation  and 
meaning  of  every  word  on  the  page,  construct 
the  sentences  properly  and  parse  them  correct- 
ly.” With  a doubtful  smile  upon  his  face  the 
Professor  told  him  he  might  try  it.  The  trial 
proved  that  the  boy  had  a fair  knowledge  of  the 
principles  and  construction  of  the  Latin  language, 
and  the  Professor  called  a halt.  The  Professor 
then  turned  to  another  portion  of  the  book  and 
asked  if  he  could  read  that.  It  was  simply  a 
narrative,  and  the  boy  replied,  " 1 never  saw  it 
before,  but  I can  read  it,"  which  he  did  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  Professor.  "Now, 
young  gentleman,”  inquired  the  latter,  "tell  me 
why  you  did  not  attempt  to  read  my  first  selec- 
tion?” " Because,"  replied  he,  " it  was  a speech, 
and  1 knew  nothing  whatever  of  the  occasion  or 
subject  matter,  and  could  not  enter  into  the  spirit 
of  it  so  as  to  translate  it  intelligently,  and  knew 
1 should  only  make  a fool  of  myself  if  I attempt- 
ed it."  A pleasant  smile  spread  over  the  Profes- 
sor’s fatherly  face  as  he  expressed  himself  satis- 
fied, and  he  proved  ever  afterward  during  the 
entire  college  course  a most  kind  and  considerate 
friend. 

Young  Hollister,  in  his  senior  year,  was 
chosen  first  president  from  his  class  of  the  Lin- 
onian  Literary  and  Debating  Society,  an  honor 
which  was  then  esteemed  second  to  none  in  col- 
lege life.  Before  entering  college  he  had  for  a 
time  studied  law,  and  immediately  after  his  grad- 
uation he  entered  the  law  office  of  his  brother, 
the  late  Gideon  H.  Hollister,  of  Litchfield, 
author  of  a history  of  Connecticut  and  graduate 
of  Yale,  class  of  ’40.  In  the  December  following 
his  graduation,  1851,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
of  Litchfield  county,  at  once  located  at  Salis- 
bury, Conn.,  and  opened  an  office  for  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  In  1854  he  removed  to  Bridgeport, 
where  he  soon  after  purchased  several  tracts  of 
land  in  and  about  the  city,  and  took  needed  ex- 
ercise and  recreation,  devoting  his  leisure  time  to 
the  opening  up  and  developing  of  the  property  by 
streets  and  avenues,  upon  which  many  pleasant 
homes  have  been  erected,  and  a flourishing  vil- 
lage now  exists.  In  1866,  he  received  the  de- 
gree of  M.  A.  at  Yale. 

During  his  long  years  of  residence  in  Bridge- 
port Mr.  Hollister  has  always  been  closely 
identified  with  the  improvements  and  public  in- 
stitutions of  the  Park  City  and  its  environs.  He 


has  served  as  a member  of  the  city  government. 
In  1858  he  was  elected  judge  of  probate  for  the 
district  of  Bridgeport,  and  was  re-elected  in  1859. 
On  August  16,  1862,  he  was  appointed,  by  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for 
the  Fourth  District  of  Connecticut,  and  after  the 
consolidation  of  the  Second  and  Fourth  Districts, 
in  October,  1873,  he  was  appointed  collector  of 
the  consolidated  district  by  President  Grant, 
which  office  he  held  continuously  until  Septem- 
ber 1,  1883,  when  upon  the  consolidation  of  all 
the  districts  in  the  State,  with  office  at  Hart- 
ford, he  retired  from  the  public  service,  having 
been  continuously  in  the  office  for  over  twenty- 
one  years,  and  having  served  under  the  following 
six  Presidents:  Lincoln,  Johnson.  Grant,  Hayes, 
Garfield  and  Arthur.  During  this  time  he  also 
held  the  office  of  receiver  and  disburser  of  the 
public  funds  for  the  government,  and  was  also  re- 
ceiver of  commutation  money  duringthe  Civil  war, 
thus  handling  in  these  various  offices  many  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  without  loss  to  the  government 
or  the  discrepancy  of  a farthing  from  first  to  last. 

Throughout  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Hollister  was 
an  ardent  supporter  of  the  government.  He  was 
not  subject  to  military  duty,  owing  to  the  acci- 
dent he  met  with  in  youth,  heretofore  referred 
to;  yet  he  sent  two  good  substitutes  to  the  cause 
to  represent  him  on  the  field,  while  he  at  home 
assisted  in  various  ways  in  rendering  those  im- 
portant services  which  were  so  essential  to  the 
success  of  the  cause.  By  means  of  his  official 
relations  to  the  government  Mr.  Hollister  was 
brought  into  frequent  contact  with  President 
Lincoln  and  the  heads  of  the  various  depart- 
ments at  Washington,  civil  and  military,  being 
thus  enabled  to  serve  his  city  and  district  in  a 
number  of  very  important  matters,  especially  in 
relation  to  the  provost  marshal’s  office  in  his  dis- 
trict, which  at  a most  critical  period  was  a 
source  of  much  uneasiness  and  anxiety  to  those 
who  were  engaged  in  recruiting  men  for  the 
service. 

Mr.  Hollister’s  professional  life  in  Bridgeport 
covers  forty- odd  years  of  the  city’s  history.  Of 
the  seventeen  practicing  lawyers  here  on  his 
coming,  two  of  them  moved  away,  four  still  sur- 
vive, and  the  others  have  been  called  to  their 
reward.  On  his  advent  into  the  city  Mr.  Hollis- 
ter at  once  began  an  extensive  practice,  which 
continued  to  increase  until  he  entered  upon  the 
collectorship  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion.  For  the  twenty-one  years  following 
he  gave  his  best  energies  and  the  most  of  his 
time  to  his  official  duties,  and  upon  retiring  from 
office  he  received  the  highest  testimonials  for  his 
long,  efficient  and  faithful  service. 
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Numerous  and  varied  are  the  enterprises  and 
movements,  with  which  the  name  of  our  subject 
has  been  identified,  that  have  aided  in  the  city’s 
growth  and  in  its  social  progress.  He  has  ob- 
tained from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  many 
charters  of  public  interest,  among  them  the 
Boys  Club;  the  Citizens  Water  Company,  now 
consolidated  with  the  Bridgeport  Hydraulic  Corn- 


College,  and  another  will  soon  enter  that  insti- 
tution. (2)  Mary  Frances,  born  April  29,  1855, 
also  married,  but  died  without  issue.  The  mother 
was  called  from  earth  June  4,  1896. 

The  following  is  a verbatim  copy  of  the  ad- 
dress given  by  Mr.  Hollister  to  the  Yale  Alumni 
Association  of  Fairfield  county  in  October,  1888: 
YALE  LAWYERS  OF  FAIRFIELD  COUNTY. 


pany;  the  Bridgeport  and  West  Stratford  Horse 
Railroad  Company,  of  which  he  was  president  for 
several  years,  but  which  is  now  consolidated  with 
the  Bridgeport  Traction  Company  ; the  Strat- 
ford Land  and  Improvement  Company  ; the  City 
Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  is  president;  and  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  Mr.  Hollis- 
ter is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  is 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Bridgeport  Orphan 
Asylum,  and  is  its  legal  adviser.  On  first  coming 
to  Bridgeport  himself  and  his  late  lamented  wife, 
Mary  E.  Hollister,  united  with  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church  of  that  city,  of  which  he  has  ever 
since  been  an  active  member,  and  has  devoted 
much  time  and  labor  to  its  welfare.  He  has 
been  an  elder  of  the  Church  for  upward  of  thirty 
years,  is  now  the  senior  elder  and  treasurer  of 
the  same,  and  one  of  the  Society's  committee. 
The  beautiful  church  chapel.  Sunday-school 
building  and  parsonage  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  corner  of  State  street  and  Myrtle  ave- 
nue, Bridgeport,  are  in  a great  measure  the  re- 
sult of  his  planning,  earnest  labors  and  unflag- 
ging zeal,  as  he  was  the  chairman  of  the  building 
committees,  and  assisted  in  securing  the  land 
for  the  purpose.  He  was  one  of  the  three  origi- 
nal organizers  and  managers  of  the  Boys  Club 
of  Bridgeport,  is  one  of  its  vice-presidents,  and 
is  active  in  its  management.  On  the  close  of 
his  official  career  Mr.  Hollister  formed  a partner- 
ship with  William  H.  Kelsey,  of  Bridgeport, 
under  the  name  of  Hollister  & Kelsey,  for  the 
practice  of  the  law,  which  co-partnership  has 
since  continued. 

Socially,  Mr.  Hollister  is  a member  of  the 
Seaside  Club;  is  also  a member  of  St.  John’s 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.  Politically,  he  was  first  a 
Whig,  casting  his  first  vote  with  that  party,  and 
on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he 
espoused  its  principles,  and  has  ever  since  been 
an  ardent  supporter  of  its  policy.  On  Septem- 
ber 23,  1852,  Mr.  Hollister  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Jackson,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  born  May 
2,  1830.  She  was  a graduate  of  Packer  In- 
stitute. To  this  union  were  born  two  children, 
both  daughters,  to  wit:  (1)  Harriet  Lydia,  born 

August  13,  1853,  who  married  F.  W.  Read,  of 
Bridgeport,  and  has  five  children — three  sons 
and  two  daughters;  one  of  the  sons  is  in  Yale 


Hon.  D.  F.  Hollister,  A.  M„  '51. 

2dr.  President  and  Brethren: 

It  may  seem  the  height  of  presumption  for  one  man  to 
attempt  to  speak  for  so  many  distinguished  orators  as  are  to 
be  found  among  the  Yale  lawyers  of  Fairfield  County.  > et, 
in  obedience  to  your  behest,  Mr.  President,  I will  make  the 
effort.  In  doing  this,  1 console  myself  with  the  thought  that 
should  1 fail  to  do  the  subject  justice  (as  1 certainly  shall), 
every  one  is  a host  in  himself  and  abundantly  able  to  make 
up  for  mv  deficiencies.  ....  . , .. 

In  the  remarks  that  1 may  make  1 shall  abstain  from  the 
mention  of  individual  names;  where  all  have  done  so  nobly, 
discrimination  would  be  invidious.  Should  it  be  the  desire, 
however,  of  any  to  enter  somewhat  more  into  detail,  1 would 
refer  them  (especially  so  far  as  relates  to  the  living)  to  that 
wonderful  compendium  of  biographies,  autobiographies  and 
caricatures  entitled  "The  History  of  Fairfield  County. 

In  every  department  of  human  activity  the  wide  worm 
over,  wherever  honest  labor,  mental  or  physical,  is  to  be  per- 
formed, there,  foremost  in  the  foremost  rank,  are  to  be  ioun 
the  sons  of  Yale.  . . . ■ 

The  physical  ills  and  infirmities  that  mortal  flesh  is  heir 
to  demand  a distinct  class  of  learned  and  able  men,  who,  by 
patient  and  careful  study,  have  become  skilled  in  in 
knowledge  of  diseases  and  in  the  application  of  the  appro- 
priate remedies  to  relieve  suffering  humanity.  Hence  w 
have  physicians  and  surgeons.  We  recognize  some  ol  » 
useful  and  honorable  class  here  among  us  to-day.  May  tn 
blessing  of  God  rest  upon  them,  and  may  He  give  them  t 
requisite  wisdom  and  skill  for  this  most  important  an 
beneficent  service.  Especially  may  He  vouchsafe  to  tne 
the  wisdom  and  skill  to  engineer  us  all  safely  through 
this  occasion,  notwithstanding  the  temptations  awaiting 
at  the  coming  feast,  under  which  the  tables  are  said  to 
literally  groaning  across  the  way.  Let  us  hope  that 
groaning  will  all  be  confined  to  the  tables.  . ,, 

Again:  Man  is  not  only  physically,  but  he  »s  moral . 

and  mentally,  diseased.  He  is  estranged  from  and  at 
with  the  God  who  made  him,  and  refuses  to  obey  the  ) - 
and  beneficent  requirements  of  the  moral  law  and  treads 
downward  path  of  disobedience,  sin  and  misery ; hence 
necessity  ol  another  distinct  class  of  men  whose  lilewor 
is,  by  precept  and  example,  to  bring  men  back  from  a s 
of  rebellion  into  proper  relations  to  their  Maker  and  so 
eign;  so  we  have  the  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  ol  rea  • 
This  noble  and  self-sacrificing  class  of  men  is  rfPr^5^ 
here  on  this  occasion,  and  we  rejoice  in  this  ocular  fru- 
stration that,  while  they  are  faithful  and  untiring  m t 
life  work,  they  are  not  oblivious  to  the  social  demands  oi 
nature  nor  forgetful  of  its  amenities.  f •. 

They  are  doing  a noble  and  glorious  work,  whose  i 
age,  in  full  measure,  it  mav  not  be  given  them  to  see 
the  mortal  eye,  but  which  shall  continue  long  alter 
laborer  shall  have  ceased  from  his  toil  and  been  laid  3 'r 
to  his  rest.  But  the  enemy  is  so  strongly  entrenched  m 
fallen  nature  that,  after  God’s  messengers  have  done 
best  to  enforce  the  claims  of  the  moral  law,  still  vast 
tudes  acknowledge  no  allegiance  to  the  divine  requirem 
and  hold  themselves  amenable  to  no  law,  save  their  own 
bridled  passions;  and  hence  arises  the  necessity  for  nu 
laws  and  for  a distinct  class  of  men.  whose  duty  and  hus  . “ 
it  is  to  formulate,  interpret,  administer  and  enforce  sue 
man  laws  as  shall  best  subserve  the  interests  and  p 
the  rights  of  individuals  and  society.  Hence  the  n^e 
the  imperative  necessity,  of  the  " Yale  Lawyers  of  r a> 
County.” 
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Mr.  President,  to  speak  of  the  noble  dead,  who  have 
passed  on  before  to  their  reward,  and  to  enumerate  their 
triumphs  and  their  virtues,  would  be  a most  interesting  and 
delightful  theme;  but  time  forbids;  should  I make  the 
attempt  the  shades  of  night  would  gather  around  us,  before 
the  Roll  of  Honor  could  be  called,  and  a fitting  mention  be 
made  of  each.  Bear  in  mind  Fairfield  County,  as  a distinct 
judicial  district,  with  courts  of  her  own,  has  existed  since 
1666.  During  all  these  intervening  years,  two  centuries  and 
nearly  a quarter,  the  Bar  of  Fairfield  County  has  exerted  a 
powerful  and  benign  influence  upon  society,  and  has  been  a 
mighty  factor  in  shaping  the  policy  of  the  State  and  Nation; 
ana  in  organising  and  establishing  those  institutions  public 
and  private,  which  constitute  the  pride,  the  glory  and  the 
safety  of  our  beloved  land.  Not  merely  as  lawyers,  in  the 
technical  sense,  but  as  citizens,  in  every  phase  of  life,  the 
members  of  the  Bar  of  this  county  have  acted  well  their 
pan,  and  we  point  with  pride  to  the  noble  record  of  their 
deeds,  though  we  may  not  particularize  them  on  this  occa- 
sion. The  history  of  those,  who  passed  away  before  my 
connection  with  this  Bar,  has  been  written  by  abler  pens 
than  mine,  and  anything  1 might  say  would  be  but  a repeti- 
tion of  what  has  already  been  better  said.  And,  so  far  as 
relates  to  those  who  have  ceased  from  their  labors,  since  my 
remembrance,  my  partiality  might  lead  me  to  unduly  eulo- 
gize some  whom  1 remember  with  filial  affection,  and  to  pass 
over  others  in  silence,  equally  worthy  of  honorable  men- 


As  my  mind  runs  over  the  past  thirtv-four  years  of  mv 
connection  with  the  Bar  of  this  county,  how  many  familiar 
orms  and  faces  rise  up  before  me!  How  many  familiar 
the  Form?  0DCe  m0re  ,0  'n  *he  exciting  contests  of 

) a'e  Lawyers  of  Fairfield  County  who  have  passed 
Ha,  ala  e maJ?rl,y  were  an  honor  and  a blessing  to  the 

Ration  in  which  they  lived.  At  the  Bar.  on  the 
of  hierv  hc  ,E.,ecutlve Office,  in  the  fields  of  art,  of  science, 
Stale  lnH  v ?f  b'*,lory!,of  P<*try,  in  the  halls  of  legislature, 
whenever  Na!ona1' and  on  ,he  blood-stained  fields  of  battle, 
l ,"and  3herev"  du,T  called,  they  responded  with 
to  them  and  pe^edfa.ihfully  and  well  the  duty  assigned 
Z-iJv  have  left  us  bright  examples  of  devotion  to 
our«|v«  »"va  ?rec'?us  legacy  to  us  all.  May  weprove 
of  their  ° sucb  “.priceless  inheritance.  The  luster 

ness-  mav  ii  nam*s  shines  with  undiminished  brigbt- 
pmfeS  T™“  lleuU6,  *°  h'?her  “"d  nobler  efforts  in  our 
Sometimes  lbe  lvmF  is  not  always  safe.  It  is 

me  to  address  fVJly  dan^rous*  Mr.  President,  permit 
field  Count?  Jrt.re?arks'0  ,he  Ya|e  Lawyers  ol  Fair- 
profession  1 Ii  wJ  bretbren’  bear  in  mind  that  ours  is  a noble 
ciatmii  of  ola  ,0.0ur  crord  *ba>  '»>e  fearful  denun- 

’Lfiere  seems  In  t,=  0ewUMo  you  lawyers,"  was  addressed, 
subject,  and  M far  a*s  "nisapprehension  on  this 

no  special  eflnn  nn^tmy  °*>s1r'(allon  Foe5'  there  has  been 
intended  to  corre^i'h»  part  °[.tbose  ,or  whom  it  was  really 
er,  on  this' occaskm  !>ut  with  this  simPle  disclaim- 

subjen.  D and  m ,bls  Presence,  1 will  dismiss  the 

me,  that  a^reePnnmhl?  flatl>ermg  here  to-day,  it  occurs  to 
County  are  in  the  eari^o*  *he  « ie  Lawyers  of  Fairfield 
My  brethren  we  old  fltu  of  ,heir.  Professional  career, 
roce  is  well  nigh  run  n * °*S  ar?  not  °*  mucb  account,  our 
»nd  fast  sinking  behind**,?'1  r-15  d,e5cendin?  the  western  sky 
the  contrary,  if  now  climhin  V tLaSvDg  Hllls‘  Your  sun.on 
roendian  day  Yon  hfi.  In8,tbe  heavens,  toward  the  full 
in  ness  before  vouifjn,, a n“ble  ,career  of  honor  and  use- 
Aima  Mater,  and  y’our^od***  °D  y ,rue  10  y°urselves,  your 

fi°n«tandlfaithfuu,,.^fu*  *,°  emice  you  away  from  the 
fession.  Let  brotherly^y21^  P,ract,ce  of  your  chosen  pro- 
*aiL  Let  all  envy  fnd  i«ln  ”d  Professlonal  courtesy  pre- 
5?“  Let  all  Vour  ,„Jv  °USyJbe  oslracised  from  among 
elevating  ,he  n)L!2Sb?ion  ,nvalry  be  in  ,he  line  « 
bjppy  to  bear  most  emnhI,  vU.rbe  oved  Profe5s|on.  1 am 
ro?n!v  character  of  tbe'^ar V^timony  as  to  the  high  and 

especially  the  vl  L'},S  coVn,y-  « a'  present  con- 
- SO  perfect  that  ft  may  nlft  Krtlon  of  bul  nothing  human 
1 znay  not  be  improved.  Keep  steadily  at 


work  qualifying  yourselves  forthe  honest  and  able  discharge 
of  your  professional  duties,  and  your  profession  will  cer- 
tainly take  care  of  you. 

The  higher  rounds  in  the  ladder  of  our  profession  are 
not  reached  without  severe  mental  and  moral  discipline, 
patiently  and  persistently  endured.  Like  the  athlete,  if  you 
would  gain  the  prize  you  must  work  for  it.  There  is  no 
royal  road  to  distinction.  Your  feet  must  tread  the  dusty, 
toilsome,  common  highway,  notwithstanding  your  noble 
birthright,  as  sons  of  Yale.  See  to  it,  that  you  do  not  barter 
away  or  dishonor  that  birthright. 

Let  it  be  your  proud  ambition  to  honor  Yale,  to  raise  the 
standard  of  professional  ability,  of  professional  honor,  and 
professional  integrity,  in  this  county,  so  that  the  name  and 
fame  of  the  Fairfield  County  Bar,  through  your  efforts  and 
your  influence,  shall  stand  second  to  none  in  this  State,  or  in 
this  nation;  and  so,  living  up  to  the  full  measure  of  the  stat- 
ure of  Christian  manhood,  you  shall  be  an  honor  to  your  pro- 
fession, a blessing  to  the  world,  and  prove  yourselves  true 
sons  of  Yale.  And  finally,  when  you  shall  have  tried  your 
last  causes  here  on  earth,  and  you  yourselves  shall  stand  be- 
fore the  Great  Judgment  Bar,  not  as  advocates  but  to  be 
judged,  you  shall  hear  from  the  lips  of  the  Great  Law  Giver 
ana  Judge  of  the  Universe  the  welcome  plaudit,  “ well  done!  ” 


HON.  DANIEL  C.  WOOD,  formerly  a rep- 

resentative  in  the  State  Legislature  from 

the  town  of  Stratford,  Fairfield  county,  is  one  of 
the  principal  land  owners  in  that  locality,  and 
has  about  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  and  ad- 
joining the  village, much  of  it  being  already  laid  out 
in  lots  for  building  purposes.  He  also  owns  about 
three  hundred  acres  in  other  parts  of  the  town- 
ship, besides  extensive  tracts  in  Weston  and 
Trumbull,  and  a half-mile  square  in  Milford,  New 
Haven  county.  For  a number  of  years  Mr. 
Wood  has  given  his  attention  to  truck  farming 
during  the  summer  season,  while  in  winter  he  de- 
votes his  time  to  the  lumber  business,  conduct- 
ing a steam  sawmill  and  also  a grain-grinding 
business  at  Stratford.  He  began  milling  some 
eighteen  years  ago.  He  is  justly  regarded  as  one 
of  the  worthy  self-made  men  of  the  county. 

This  enterprising  business  man  is  of  good 
pioneer  stock,  his  ancestors  having  come  from 
England  at  an  early  day,  and  the  family  has  long 
been  identified  with  the  town  of  Weston,  this 
county.  The  first  of  the  family  in  Fairfield 
county  was  Thomas  Wood,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land, and  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  here. 
He  married  a Miss  Hyde,  from  Hyde  Park,  in 
England.  Thomas  Wood,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Weston  and  passed  his 
life  there. 

Curtis  Wood,  father  of  Hon.  Daniel  C.  Wood, 
was  born  in  Weston  in  1803,  and  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  there  for  many  years,  his  death 
occurring  in  1878.  In  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat, and  he  and  his  wife  were  devout  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  married  Miss  Sally 
Lockwood,  who  was  born  in  1805,  daughter  of 
Harry  Lockwood,  of  Weston,  and  a member  of 
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a well-known  family  of  that  town.  She  died  in  I 

1893.  Of  their  six  children,  our  subject  was  the 

youngest.  Sarah  M.  (now  deceased)  married 
Thomas  Reed,  a carriage  blacksmith,  of  New 
Jersey;  Mary  J.  is  the  widow  of  L.  O.  Banks, 
formerly  a carpenter  in  Bridgeport  ; Galeta  mar- 
ried William  Lobdell,  a farmer  in  the  town  of 
Fairfield  ; Eunice  (now  deceased)  was  the  wife 
of  Ephraim  Osborne,  a merchant  in  Weston  ; 
and  Harriet  married  John  Williams,  a farmer  in 
Stratford. 

Daniel  C.  Wood  was  born  December  25, 

1 840,  in  Weston,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
and  private  schools  of  that  town,  attending  dur- 
ing the  winter-time,  as  his  summers  were  occu- 
pied in  assisting  his  parents.  He  was  reared  to 
farm  work,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
went  to  Bridgeport  and  entered  the  employ  of 
DeWight  & Chapin  Company,  manufacturers  of 
guns  and  military  supplies,  who  were  then  en- 
gaged in  filling  large  orders  for  the  government. 
Later  he  went  to  Lime  Rock,  Conn.,  where  he 
was  employed  in  a similar  establishment  for  a 
time,  and  on  his  return  to  Bridgeport  he  became 
a sub- contractor  for  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Sew- 
ing Machine  Company,  with  whom  he  remained 
about  twelve  years,  finding  his  contract  a profit- 
able one.  He  then  engaged  in  business  in  West 
Stratford,  now  part  of  Bridgeport,  as  a dealer  in 
groceries,  meats  and  notions,  and  for  seven  years 
he  had  an  extensive  trade  in  that  line,  employing 
six  or  seven  wagons.  On  disposing  of  his  store 
he  purchased  his  present  sawmill  property  in 
Stratford,  and  engaged  in  lumbering,  which  he 
still  continues  in  connection  with  farming,  as 
stated  above.  Politically,  Mr.  Wood  has  always 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has 
held  various  important  township  offices,  serving 
a number  of  terms  as  selectman,  also  for  many 
years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  while  he  was  in 
West  Stratford  many  cases  were  brought  before 
him  for  trial.  In  1877-78  he  represented  the 
town  in  the  State  Legislature,  during  his  service 
in  that  body  acting  on  a committee  to  consider  the 
question  of  equal  suffrage.  The  business  of  the 
Legislature  was  at  that  time  conducted  in  the  old 
court  house,  occupying  the  new  Capitol,  which 
they  were  first  to  use,  toward  the  close  of  the 
session.  Mr.  Wood  is  a member  of  the  Social 
Club  at  Stratford,  and  is  also  connected  with  St. 
John’s  Lodge  No.  8,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  Hamilton 
Commandery  No.  5,  K.  T.,  at  Bridgeport. 

In  i860  Mr.  Wood  married  Miss  Celestia 
Sturges,  daughter  of  Edwin  Sturges,  of  Weston. 
She  died  in  1877,  and  in  1878  he  married  Miss 
Mary  A.  Fray,  daughter  of  John  S.  Fray,  of 
Bridgeport.  His  second  wife  died  in  1890'  and 


for  his  third  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  A.  Beards- 
ley, of  Stratford,  daughter  of  Lewis  Beardsley. 
She  died  in  1897,  and  May  10,  1898,  he  married 
Miss  Eliza  Stacey,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
England.  The  only  child  of  the  first  union.  Ed- 
mund C.,  is  now  engaged  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness in  Bridgeport;  he  married  Miss  Anna\\  arner, 
daughter  of  Rev.  G.  H.  Warner,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  they  have  four  children— Florence, 
George,  Catherine  and  Dorothy.  By  the  second 
marriage  there  were  three  children:  Laura  B., 

Nellie  F.  and  Jessie  A.,  all  of  whom  are  living. 
In  1895  Mr.  Wood  built  his  handsome  home,  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  township,  on  land  adjoining 
the  old  homestead,  which  was  one  of  the  old 
Colonial  houses. 


SERENO  S.  HURLBUTT,  who  is  now  living 
practically  retired  from  active  life,  was  m 
his  earlier  years  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and 
influential  citizens  of  the  town  of  Ridgefield, 
Conn.,  both  in  commercial  and  public  circles. 
He  is  a native  of  the  place,  born  January  4.  >825- 
Daniel  Hurlbutt,  his  grandfather,  was  a resident 
of  Wilton,  Conn.  He  married  Anna  Gilbert,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children,  namely:  JohnH., 
David;  and  Anna  Gilbert,  who.  for  her  second  hus- 
band, wedded  Daniel  Burchard;  they  hod  two 
children — Betsy  Ann  (who  became  the  wile  of 
Sturges  Bennett)  and  Edwin. 

David  Hurlbutt  was  born  November  19,  1801, 
at  Wilton,  on  Vion  Hill.  He  learned  the  hatter  s 
trade,  and  coming  to  Ridgefield  followed  same 
here  for  a number  of  years,  until  he  took  up  the 
butcher  business,  which  was  the  principal  occu- 
pation of  his  active  life.  It  was  established  pr'°r 
to  1841,  and  continued  by  David  Hurlbutt  unti 
his  death,  in  1858.  He  had  a large  number  oi 
apprentices,  and  under  his  able  management  the 
business  was  a flourishing  financial  success,  the 
income  therefrom  placing  him  in  comfortab  e 
circumstances.  On  February  6,  1823,  Mr.  Hur - 
butt  married  Julia  Maria  Higgins,  daughter  o 
Michael  D.  Higgins,  of  New  York  City,  and  five 
children  blessed  this  union,  namely:  Sereno  b., 
Hester  Ann,  John  D.,  Sarah  Maria  and  Aaron 
Gregory  Higgins.  Of  these,  Hester  Ann,  born 
November  8,  1829,  was  married  June  7,  *8|5> t0 
| John  W.  Rockwell,  of  Ridgefield,  and  died  De- 
; cember  5,  1861;  JohnD..  born  August  8,  1832, 
i married  Margaret  Olmstead,  of  Ridgefield,  an 
: died  February  11,  1866;  Sarah  Maria,  born  May 
! 30.  1835,  was  married  November  1.  1855,  0 

i Isaac  D.  Sproull;  Aaron  G.  H.,  born  May  21, 
1841,  died  July  17,  1878.  The  Hurlbutt  resi- 
dence was  erected  in  1841. 
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Michael  D.  Higgins,  father  of  Mrs.  David 
Hurlbutt,  was  in  his  day  a well-known  merchant 
of  New  York  City,  highly  respected  for  his  integ- 
rity of  purpose  and  many  sterling  qualities.  He 
married  Sarah  Stuart,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Olive  Stuart,  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  who  were  born 
September  7,  1749,  and  October  7,  1749.  re- 
spectively. A brief  record  of  their  children  is  as 
follows:  (])  Betsy  was  born  July  9,  1771.  (2) 

Alice,  born  in  November,  1772,  died  in  Septem- 
ber,  1778.  (3)  James,  born  in  1775,  died  in 
1 776-  (4)  Martha,  born  December  24,  1776 
died  March  26,  1811.  (5)  Moses,  born  March 

20  1780,  died  January  4,  1852,  was  one  of  the 
leading  educators  of  his  day  in  New  England, 
and  was  for  many  years  professor  of  theology  in 
Andover  Seminary;  he  married  a Miss  Clark,  of 
Danbury,  and  they  had  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren-Isaac,  James,  Mary,  Abbie,  Elizabeth, 
Sarah,  Moses  and  Mary.  Austin  Phelps  mar- 

^lhT°  ° / the  da"Sh,ers  this  family,  and  the 
daughter  of  one  of  these  was  Elizabeth  Stuart 

27s,  t.'?e.Wr,‘er-  (6)  Sarah,  born  in  .781, 

Higgins15"  6’  l8°5’  She  married  Michael  D. 

tion^K0 Hurlbutt  received  his  early  educa- 
«^rCh°0lS  °fhis  birthplace,  and 
Samuel  c-a  ,n  '{l6  pnvate  school  conducted  by 

the  l er  Jl  S‘'  J°hn  and  H>*b  S.  Banks 
he  lat  er  of  whom  was  a brother-in-law  of  Lewis 

When  he  was  about 

age  of  sevente  d t'®  SCh°°'  Iife  ended-  and  at  the 
Ater  s trade  L COmmenced  ,0  l<*rn  the  car- 
with  whom  hp  aPPrentice  to  Albin  Jennings, 
jor,ty  He,Lr,Ta,nad  untd  he  reached  his  nfal 
his  trade  anH  j-  °ikjd^  ne  year  as  journeyman  at 
Cnti  da  Sed  ,he  ^ following  between 
toe  e enL  1 W°rfk'„at  the  end  of  th: 

Co  as  nartn  h hrm  of  Brush,  Olmstead 
nership  fasted  forYJ*  bfness'  This  co-par 
Mr-  Hurlbutt  hei  v ^.and.  one-half  years,  unt 
the  concern  and  fn6  d,5satisfied-  withdrew  froi 

^solbLesstrhi‘lme  engaged  in  vari°' 

held,  finally,  L io  'L™"  ,nRidg< 

brother-in-law  as  w e!npIoyment  wi,h  h 

"ess,  shipping  cand  !rc,!Vhe  candle-s‘ick  bus 
h.,m  some  three  years  'nfs  f C0"tinued  wit 
tlme,  Mr.  Hurlbutt  anA  . ls,fatber  dying  at  th: 
selves  with  the  butrt,  dh'S  brother  found  then 
honed  on  their USineSS  above  mer 
devoted  the  remainH^’  Y-  t0  this  °ur  subjec 
hls  principal  time  anH°  i|h,S  active  life.  giving  i 
over  twenty-five  years  untl^0  l°T  3 per'°d  c 
ment  in  1883  It  L!  i ’ td  h|s  practical  retire 

a"d  Market  streeU  an°Aat  3Vhe corner Mai: 

"OSS  in  that  ljne  ’in  i?S£tlle  principal  busi 
,Inc  >n  Ridgefield,  Mr.  Hurlbut 


being  no  less  successful  than  his  father  before 
him.  During  those  years  he  had  a partner  at 
times,  but  he  was  always  the  head  of  the  con- 
cern, and  displayed  considerable  business  ability 
in  the  management  of  his  affairs.  During  1865 
he  was  engaged  in  the  carpentering  business  at 
| Bridgeport,  Conn.  Since  1883  he  has  not  given 
his  attention  to  any  line  in  particular. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Hurlbutt  was  orig- 
inally a Whig,  becoming  a Republican  on  the 
organization  of  the  party,  for  whose  welfare  he 
has  since  been  an  earnest  worker,  especially  in 
his  own  community.  He  was  elected  tax  col- 
lector in  1872,  and  continued  in  the  office  for 
three  consecutive  terms  ; in  1879  be  was  elected 
representative  to  the  State  Legislature  from  the 
Eleventh  district;  since  1885  he  has  annually 
been  elected  to  the  office  of  collector,  and  he  has 
also  served  as  constable  for  many  years.  His 
re-elections  speak  louder  in  his  praise  than  any 
mere  words,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  a more 
public  spirited,  upright,  faithful  and  capable  offi- 
cial could  hardly  be  found  within  the  limits  of 
Fairfield  county.  Fraternally,  he  affiliates  with 
Jerusalem  Lodge  No.  29,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Ridge- 
field, and  with  Pilgrim  Lodge  No.  46,  1.  O.  O. 
F.,  Ridgefield,  in  which  he  is  especially  promi- 
nent, having  passed  all  the  chairs  ; he  and  Lewis 
H.  Bailey  are  the  only  charter  members  of  Pil- 
grim Lodge  now  living. 

Mr.  Hurlbutt  was  married  April  3,  1855,  to 
Miss  Julia  Keeler,  daughter  of  Silas  Keeler,  of 
Belden’s  Hill,  Wilton,  and,  of  their  three  children, 
David  died  in  infancy;  the  living  are  Julia  M., 
and  Frank  Stuart,  who  married  Annie  Dunker- 
ton,  of  Waterloo,  N.  Y. , and  has  one  daughter, 
Hester  Elizabeth.  The  family  attend  the  M.  E. 
Church,  of  which  Mr.  Hurlbutt  is  a trustee,  hav- 
ing held  that  office  a number  of  years. 

Silas  Keeler,  above  mentioned,  was  a son  of 
Seth  Keeler,  who  married  a Mrs.  James  and  had 
two  children,  Hannah  and  Silas.  Hannah  mar- 
ried General  Guire,  of  Norwalk;  Silas  married 
Mary  Gray,  of  Westport,  Poplar  Plains,  and 
had  seven  children,  viz. : Frank,  who  is  dead  ; 

Catherine,  deceased  wife  of  Judge  R.  S.  Pickett, 
of  New  Haven;  Susan  A.,  unmarried;  John  G., 
living  in  Oneida,  Kans. ; Morris,  who  lives  in  Kan- 
sas; George  S. , living  in  Medford,  Mass.;  and 
Hannah  M.,  of  Redding,  Connecticut. 


TALCOTT  BARLOW  (deceased),  late  of 

Bridgeport.  Few  of  the  residents  of  that 

city  have  passed  as  many  years  in  active  busi- 
ness as  did  this  deeply  lamented  gentleman, 
who,  beginning  his  career  as  a bread-winner 
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when  eight  years  old,  was  still  “in  harness” 
till  within  a few  years  of  his  decease,  which  oc- 
curred October  21,  1898,  when  in  his  seventy- 
fourth  year. 

Mr.  Barlow  was  a native  of  Connecticut, 
born  May  3,  1825,  in  the  town  of  Westport, 
Fairfield  county,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Eunice 
.(Mills)  Barlow,  of  Westport,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a shoemaker  in  that  town,  well-known  and 
much  respected. 

Our  subject’s  youth  was  spent  in  Westport, 
and  at  the  age  of  eight  years  he  began  working 
for  farmers  in  that  locality.  At  fifteen  he  was 
apprenticed  to  a carpenter,  and  after  serving  a 
term  of  five  years  he  was  employed  by  Peter 
.Norman,  a contractor,  with  whom  he  remained 
five  years.  Coming  to  Bridgeport  when  a young 
man,  he  engaged  in  the  carpentering  and  building 
business  with  the  late  Wakeman  W.  Wells,  who 
was  county  jailer  for  many  years.  This  part- 
nership was  known  as  the  firm  of  Wells  & Bar- 
low,  but  it  did  not  continue  for  a very  long  time, 
and  after  its  dissolution  Mr.  Barlow  carried  on 
the  business  until  a few  years  ago,  when  he  re- 
tired. 

In  1846  our  subject  married  Miss  Emeline 
Gray,  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  who  died  in  the  year 
1893,  leaving  five  children,  all  yet  living:  George 
F. , who  was  in  business  with  his  father,  and 
now  succeeds  him;  Charles  H.,  a plumber  in 
Bridgeport;  Albert  T.,  a resident  of  Waterbury, 
Conn.;  and  Amanda  F.  and  Linnie,  both  at 
home.  Socially,  the  family  is  held  in  high  es- 
teem. Mr.  Barlow  was  a member  of  Arcanum 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Bridgeport.  While  he 
was  not  ambitious  for  official  honors,  he  always 
took  keen  interest  in  public  questions,  and 
throughout  his  life  was  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party. 


JsRTHUR  ALMON  HOLMES,  M.  D„  of 
L Bridgeport,  has  won  a high  reputation  as 
a physician  and  surgeon,  his  skill  in  the  latter 
branch  of  professional  work  being  demonstrated 
by  a number  of  difficult  operations  successfully 
performed.  At  the  beginning  of  his  career  he 
had  exceptional  opportunities  for  gaining  a prac- 
tical knowledge  of  surgery,  as  he  served  for  a 
time  on  the  medical  staff  of  the  United  States 
army  in  responsible  positions. 

Doctor  Holmes  is  of  Scotch  descent  in  the 
paternal  line,  but  his  ancestors  came  to  America  at 
an  early  period,  and  his  great-grandfather,  John 
A.  Holmes,  is  supposed  to  have  been  present  at 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  This  worthy  patriot 
was  a manufacturer  of  linen  wheels,  and  resided 


at  Londonderry,  Mass,  (now  New  Hampshire). 
Jonathan  Holmes,  the  Doctor’s  grandfather,  was 
born  at  Londonderry,  but  for  many  years  pre- 
vious to  his  death  made  his  home  in  Canaan, 
Maine.  In  early  life  he  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  linen  wheels,  but  later  he  de- 
voted his  attention  to  the  furniture  business. 

William  E.  Holmes,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  Reedfield,  Maine,  November  16, 
1804,  and  became  a farmer  by  occupation,  al- 
though in  winter  he  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  furniture.  He  died  February  8,  1892, 
in  Gardiner,  Maine,  aged  eighty-eight  years. 
His  wife,  Lydia  P.  (Wyman),  who  was  of  Eng- 
lish ancestry,  was  born  at  Lakeside,  Maine,  a 
daughter  of  David  Wyman,  a well-known  hotel 
keeper;  she  died  January  8,  1892.  They  had 
two  children,  our  subject  being  the  younger. 
William  L.,  eight  years  the  elder,  entered  the 
Union  army  as  a member  of  the  First  Maine 
Heavy  Artillery,  and  lost  a leg  in  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  his  death  resulting  therefrom. 

Doctor  Holmes  was  born  February  13,  1839. 
at  Athens,  Maine,  and  his  literary  education  was 
chiefly  obtained  at  Somerset  Academy,  in  that 
town,  and  at  Titcomb  Academy,  in  Belgrade, 
Maine.  He  taught  school  for  fourteen  terms, 
and  then  having  decided  to  enter  the  medical 
profession  he  began  his  preparatory  course  with 
Dr.  James  S.  Tobey,  of  Athens.  He  attended 
two  terms  of  lectures  at  Bowdoin  Medical  Col- 
lege, Brunswick,  Maine,  but  completed  his  course 
in  the  medical  department  of  Harvard  University, 
graduating  early  in  1865,  when  he  passed  an  ex- 
amination before  the  State  board  and  received  an 
appointment  as  assistant  surgeon  of  the  1 5th 
Maine  V.  ].  After  Lee’s  surrender  the  regiment 
was  ordered  to  Washington  to  participate  in  the 
Grand  Review,  and  later  was  sent  to  Savannah, 
Ga.,  and  then  to  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  to  preserve 
order  during  the  reconstruction  period.  While 
at  Georgetown,  S.  C. , the  Doctor  was  appointed 
chief  medical  officer  of  the  Eastern  district  of 
South  Carolina,  and  for  three  months  he  had 
charge  of  the  Post  Hospital,  containing  at  one 
time  300  sick  men.  In  November,  1865,  he  was 
ordered  to  Chester,  S.  C.,  where  he  had  charge 
of  the  medical  service  of  his  regiment,  and  on 
July  17,  1866,  he  was  mustered  out  in  New  York 
City.  Returning  to  Maine,  he  engaged  in  prac- 
tice at  Belgrade,  where  he  remained  seven  years, 

during  a portion  of  which  time  he  was  superinten- 
dent of  the  city  schools.  Since  August,  1873,  he 
has  been  in  active  practice  in  Bridgeport,  where 
he  met  with  success  from  the  start.  He  is  med- 
j ical  examiner  of  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance 
! Co.,  also  advisory  physician  of  the  Preferred 
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Life  Insurance  Co.  of  New  York,  and  is  identi- 
fied with  the  State  and  County  Medical  Societies, 
and  the  Bridgeport  Medical  Association,  of  which 
he  is  a charter  member  and  was  president  in 
1889.  Political])',  he  is  a Republican,  but  he 
does  not  take  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
organization,  his  professional  work  occupying  his 
time. 

On  March  24,  1864.  Doctor  Holmes  was 
married  to  Miss  Myra  N.  Shattuck,  daughter  of 
Luther  Shattuck,  a well-known  resident  of  Corn- 
Mile,  Maine,  and  three  children  have  blessed  the 
union:  Miss  Ina  Z. ; Arthur  A.,  who  died  in  1877- 
and  Miss  Florence  A.  The  daughters  are  both 
living. 


CHpAR^f,W-  MURPHY'  of  Danbury.  Th, 
y Palr*eld  C°un‘y  Bar  ha«  always  been  notet 
e high  character  and  attainments  of  iti 
^ ‘°  have  achieved  prominence  ir 
" °f  y7pi"y  of  itself,  a notable  dis- 
h s nrlJ  S,Ub3eCt  0f  this  sketch  entered  upor 

h r l°naltCareer,:n  ,892'  and  in  3 remark- 
abl)  brief  period  established  a fine  practice  hi< 

affairs1 ‘ dRevel ' knowled8e  men  and 

asuccessful  by  h'S  prev,ous  experience  as 
Dromni  b meSS  man’  havi"g  secured  for  him 
prompt  recognition  in  his  new  field  of  work. 

bUrv  JnHM,iTPhyu was  born  and  reared  in  Dan- 
S 0{  ‘hat  place  afforded  him 

ms  earner  education.  On  completing  a four- 

•ion  as  a°rjn  the  h*b  be  ,00k  a posl 

year  and  •'n  3 fre'  where  he  remained  one 

school  indthtMlpteinyearH'°n°wing  he  tau6ht 
He  then  enters  .1,  ” ?nd  RldSefield  districts, 

bookkeeper  and  ^ employ.  °f  D'  W‘  Meeker  as 
°f  his  hat  factory3  s°  supennten{1ed  one  portion 
Murphy  practiclf  'i,.  F°,Uj  years  there  gave  Mr. 
and  at  the  same  timp^^f  °f  the  hat  business, 
tion  to  the  studv  of  I 6 a so  £ave  some  atten- 
under  the  direction  / It’  rfadln&  *or  two  years 

w,|h  Philander  Rrnlt  " formed  a partnership 
01  C.  W MurpfvTr  0"’  “nder  the  name 
facture  of  men^i  stiff  w’’  a"d  be?an  *he  manu- 

"bich  stands  back  of  th  They  built  the  fac,ory 

wd  continued  in  blb  preSent  ‘'Tu^er  House, ” 
enjoying  a fine  trad"eSS.h'°Rether  for  six  years, 
seventy-two  dozen  hats’  ^ j °u,put  averaff>ng 
?Ver  one  hundred  handsP' erda-v'and  employing 
hls  interest  to  his  partner  ,Mr-  Murphy  sold  out 
Purchased  the  p« L u ’ but  a few  months  later 


Purchased  the  entireh^’  but  3 few  months  la 
it  (or  a time  he  b!\siness'  and  after  condu 
Delohe'y  WhS L”  Present  „„„ 

llne  of  business  he  6 ‘Y,  Murphy  was  in  t 
SS  he  served  for  a number  of  ye 


as  secretary  of  the  Danbury  Hat  Manufacturers' 
Association,  and  his  native  capacity  for  leadership 
was  seen  in  his  relations  with  the  hat  manufactur- 
ers of  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  the  organi- 
zation of  their  permanent  association, he  being  the 
one  who  made  the  motion  to  that  effect.  He  was 
secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Seventeen  who 
drafted  the  constitution  and  by-laws,  and  was  the 
first  secretary  of  the  association,  the  first  president 
being  Robert  Dunlap,  the  maker  of  the  celebrated 
Dunlap  hat.  After  disposing  of  his  factory  and 
business  Mr.  Murphy  served  two  years  as  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  Danbury  water  works, 
and  collector  of  water  rents,  the  city  having  just 
been  incorporated.  Later  he  was  appointed  by  the 
common  council  as  superintendent  of  the  water 
works  to  fill  a vacancy,  but  did  not  qualify  for 
the  office.  By  this  time  he  had  found  his  true 
sphere  of  action,  and  resuming  the  study  of  law 
was  admitted  in  1892.  He  began  to  practice 
with  Arthur  H.  Averill  (a  son  of  Lieut. -Gov. 
Averill),  then  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  city  of 
Danbury,  but  since  his  death  in  1894  Mr.  Murphy 
has  carried  on  an  independent  practice,  his  office 
being  located  at  No.  248  Main  street,  over  the 
Danbury  National  Bank  office.  A number  of 
important  cases  have  been  intrusted  to  him,  and 
so  far  he  has  never  lost  one  brought  for  the 
plaintiff  by  him  before  the  common  .pleas  or  su- 
perior courts.  In  association  with  Mr.  McMahon, 
of  New  Milford,  he  represented  the  plaintiff  Mor- 
gan, in  the  sewer  suits  against  the  city  of  Dan- 
bury, in  which  they  secured  the  broadest  injunc- 
tion of  its  kind  ever  granted  in  the  United  States. 
The  city  was  represented  by  seven  lawyers — 
Brewster  & Davis,  Tweedy,  Scott  & Whittlesey, 

J.  T.  Cuff  and  State’s  Attorney  Samuel  Fessen- 
den, ex-speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  witnesses  for  the  city  were  also  men  of  note, 
including  Rudolph  Herring,  sanitary  engineer  of 
New  York  City;  Prof.  Herbert  E.  Smith,  chemist 
of  Yale  College;  Dr.  Cyrus  W.  Edson,  of  the  New 
York  State  Board  of  Health;  Dr.  Martin,  of  the 
New  York  City  Board  of  Health,  and  A.  B.  Hill, 
city  engineer  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  The  decis- 
ion won  at  such  odds  was  sustained  by  the  su- 
preme court,  and  Mr.  Murphy  is  now  conducting 
a similar  case  against  the  city  of  Waterbury. 
Another  important  suit  which  he  carried  to  a suc- 
cessful conclusion  was  that  of  the  Cigar  Makers 
Union,  by  which  they  secured  an  injunction 
against  certain  local  dealers  to  prevent  their  use 
of  counterfeit  union  labels;  Mr.  Murphy  also  men- 
tions the  libel  suit  of  Dougherty  vs.  Swift,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Waterbury  Herald,  in  which  his 
client,  the  plaintiff,  recovered  a large  sum  in  dam- 
ages. Mr.  Murphy  is  a Democrat  in  political 
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faith,  and  during  Cleveland’s  first  campaign  he 
was  secretary  of  the  town  committee.  He  was  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature  in  1886,  but  was  de- 
feated by  twenty-five  votes.  Several  local  offices 
have  been  filled  most  acceptably  by  him,  and  for 
several  years  he  served  as  school  committee  and 
justice  of  the  peace.  In  affairs  of  a non-political 
nature  he  is  also  active,  and  at  the  present  time 
he  is  secretary  of  the  Wooster  Hose  Company. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
having  been  one  of  the  organizers  of  his  lodge,  of 
which  he  served  as  the  first  secretary. 

Mr.  Murphy  w'as  married  to  Miss  Bina  Hod- 
kins,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Austin)  Hod- 
kins,  and  they  reside  in  a pleasant  home  at  No. 
66  Town  Hill  avenue,  Danbury.  They  attend 
the  Second  Congregational  Church,  of  which  Mrs. 
Murphy  is  a member.  She  is  highly  accom- 
plished, possessing  unusual  musical  gifts,  and 
has  been  chorister  of  the  Congregational  Sunday- 
school. 

Mr.  Murphy’s  father.  William  J.  Murphy, 
married  Miss  Eugenia  E.  Shelton,  a native  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  born  February  20,  1829,  and 
our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  their  three 
children;  Mary  Josephine  died  in  childhood,  and 
Imogene  is  now  the  wife  of  Arthur  Wildman,  of 
Danbury.  The  Shelton  family  has  been  identi- 
fied with  Rhode  Island  from  an  early  period,  and 
is  connected  with  others  of  note.  Through  one 
line  Mrs.  Murphy’s  mother  is  descended  from  the 
Rutenberg  family,  her  ancestors  of  that  name 
emigrating  from  Germany  about  the  close  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  In  1723  the  name  was 
written  Ruttenburg;  in  1754.  Ruttinbourg;  in 
1767,  Ruttenbourg;  1787,  Ruttinber;  in  1800, 
Rutenbor,  and  since  then  has  been  usually  spelled 
Rutenbur  or  Ruttenber.  The  first  of  the  line  of 
whom  we  have  a definite  account  is  David  Rut- 
enberg, who  was  born  at  Providence  in  16 — , 
and  died  there  May  16,  1754.  His  children  were: 
Ruth,  born  1723;  David,  born  1725; .Anna,  born 
17 — ; Amy,  born  17 — ; Daniel  Rutenberg,  born 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  May.  1730,  died  May.  1776, 
aged  forty-six  years  (he  married  Innocent  Healy, 
of  Dighton,  Mass.,  who  was  born  of  French  par- 
entage in  August,  1737,  and  died  May,  1810, 
leaving  seven  children — Betsey,  born  May  12, 
1757,  mairried  John  Shaw,  and  died  June  15, 
1830,  in  her  seventy-fourth  year;  Sarah,  born 
February  14.  1760,  probably  died  unmarried; 
David,  born  December  24,  1763,  married  Polly 
Tripe,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  (he  was  the  captain 
and  owner  of  a vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  j 
a very  popular  business  in  the  New  England 
States  in  those  days,  and  conducted  under  the  j 
authority  of  the  Federal  flag.  On  his  last  voyage  I 


he  left  the  coast  of  Africa  with  a cargo  of  seven 
hundred  negroes,  and  was  never  heard  from 
i afterward;  he  had  no  children.  His  widow  mar- 
! ried  William  P.  R.  Benson,  of  Providence,  R. 

! l.);Zilpha,  born  March  22,  1765, died  about  1831 
j (she  was  the  second  wife  of  Benjamin  Whipple, 

I for  many  years  a justice  of  the  peace  in  Johnson, 

| R.  I.);  Jencks,  born  August  25,  1767,  diedin  1853 
(he  married  Betsey  Carpenter,  of  Providence.  R. 
1.);  Rhoda,  born  August  11,  176-,  married  (first) 
General  Walbridge.  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  and 
(second)  Randal  James,  also  of  Bennington; 
Daniel,  born  September  19,  1772.  died  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  June  18,  1850,  in  his  seventy-sixth 
year.  He  was  a hatter  by  trade  and  always  re- 
sided in  Providence;  he  married  Polly,  daughter  of 
John  Richmond,  of  Dighton, Mass,  (she  was  born 
February  9,  1770,  and  died  July  30,  1847,  in  her 
seventy-first  year;  their  children  were — Mary, 
born  February  3,  1800.  died  in  South  Coventry, 
Conn.,  December  28,  1852.  She  married  Charles 
P.  Shelton,  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  September 
to,  1801,  died  in  South  Coventry,  March 3.  1855. 
They  had  four  children — Polly,  who  died  young; 
Eugenia  E. , our  subject’s  mother;  Anna  Joseph- 
ine, born  December  29,  1832;  Daniel  Ruten- 
bur, born  September  5,  1839);  Eliza  A.,  born 
April  7,  1806,  married  Sterry  Kelley,  and  resided 
in  Providence,  R.  I. ; Margaret  Lee,  born  Novem- 
ber 8,  1809,  died  in  18 — . The  Richmond  family 
of  which  Polly  Richmond,  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Rutenberg,  was  a member  traced  their  descent 
from  England  at  an  early  date,  and  in  1638  were 
among  the  first  purchasers  of  the  town  of  Taun- 
ton, Mass.  Rev.  J.  B.  Walker,  of  Holyoke, 
Mass.,  who  was  engaged  in  preparing  a history  of 
this  family,  expressed  the  conviction  that  the 
lineage  of  John  can  be  satisfactorily  traced  to  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  but  of  this  there  are  no  data. 


WILLIAM  O.  SEYMOUR  was  born  in  the 

village  of  Ridgefield,  Fairfield  Co., 

j Conn. , where  he  passed  the  greater  part  of  his 
I life.  He  is  a son  of  William  Welles  and  Harriet 
(Betts)  Seymour,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  1803. 

Our  subject  received  his  elementary  education 
I at  the  district  school,  after  which  he  attended, 

| in  1854-55,  Amenia  (N.  Y.)  Seminary,  taking  an 
I elective  course,  one  of  his  schoolmates  being  the 
present  Bishop  Cyrenus  D.  Foss.  His  school 
days  ended,  Mr.  Seymour  took  up  the  profes- 
sion of  teacher,  first  for  a time  in  the  district 
schools  in  the  vicinity  of  Ridgefield,  then  for  twelve 
years,  or  until  the  spring  of  1869,  conducted, 
as  proprietor  and  principal,  a private  boarding 
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and  day  school  for  boys,  in  Ridgefield,  which 
had  an  average  attendance  of  some  thirty-five  or 
forty  pupils,  and  proved  highly  successful.  In 
closing  this  school  in  1869,  Mr.  Seymour  com- 
menced the  profession  of  civil  engineer,  which 
he  has  followed  with  eminent  success  ever  since. 
He  had  previously  taught  the  theory  of  civil  en- 
gineering in  school,  and  it  was  on  account  of  im- 
paired health  that  he  decided  to  make  it  his 
future  life  work.  He  began  the  practice  of  en- 
gineering in  the  position  of  rodman,  and  ad- 
vanced rapidly  from  one  position  to  another  un- 
til four  years  thereafter  he  became  chief  engineer 
of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  rail- 
road, at  that  time  the  principal  railroad  corpo- 
ration in  New  England,  the  date  of  his  appoint- 
ment being  July  22,  1873,  and  his  service  ter- 
minating November  28,  1 88 1 . At  that  time  he 
was  chosen  chief  engineer  of  the  Boston.  Hoosac 
Tunnel  & Western  railroad,  with  which  road  he 
remained  for  one  year,  and  then  for  four  and 
one-half  years  thereafter  he  was  chief  engineer 
of  the  location  and  construction  work  of  the  Wis- 
consin Central  railroad.  During  his  connec- 
tion with  this  company  he  located  and  con- 
structed 104  miles  of  railroad  from  Chippewa 
Falls.  Wis.,  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  crossing  the 
St.  Croix  river  with  an  iron  bridge,  consisting  of 
ten  spans,  each  160  feet  in  length,  which  was 
built  under  his  direction.  After  this  line  was 
completed  and  ready  for  operation,  he  located 
and  constructed  124  miles  of  railroad  from 
Schleisingerville,  Wis.,  to  Chicago,  Illinois. 

In  July,  1887,  Mr.  Seymour  was  appointed, 
by  Governor  Phineas  C.  Lounsbury,  one  of  the 
three  railroad  commissioners  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut. which  position  he  is  at  present  filling, 
serving  his  third  term  of  four  years  each,  having 
been  recently  re-appointed  for  a fourth  term. 
He  is  also  chairman  cx  officio  of  the  State  Board 
of  Engineers  which  has  charge  of  the  construc- 
tion and  inspection  of  dams.  In  1892  he  was 
elected  probate  judge  for  the  district  of  Ridge- 
field, and  is  still  filling  that  position  with  char- 
acteristic skill  and  ability.  During  the  years 
1867-68  he  served  in  the  State  Legislature,  hav- 
ing been  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket.  He 
is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Jerusalem 
Lodge  No.  48,  of  Ridgefield,  while  in  religious 
faith  he  and  his  family  have  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Ridgefield  for  years. 

On  October  31,  1855,  Mr.  Seymour  was  mar- 
ried to  Rebecca  Sproull,  daughter  of  Col.  Thomas 
Sproull,  of  Warwick,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  have  two  children:  (il  Mary  C.,  born  April 
27<  1858,  married  David  L.  Jones,  of  Ridgefield, 


Conn.,  and  has  two  children — Christie  Law 
Jones,  born  April  21,  1882,  and  Helen  Wallace, 
born  August  22.  1892;  and  (2)  Augusta  D.,  born 
November  3,  1863,  married  Howard  D.  Smith, 
formerly  of  S.  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren— Walter  Seymour,  born  May  1,  1891,  and 
James  Quintard,  born  April  20,  1892. 


WILLIAM  E.  HINE.  This  venerable  and 

highly  esteemed  resident  of  Shelton  has 

watched  the  entire  development  of  that  thriving 
village,  having  located  there  when  its  site  was 
under  cultivation  as  a farm.  But  two  or  three 
persons  are  now  living  in  that  vicinity  who  were 
there  when  he  settled  at  his  present  homestead, 
and  he  is  regarded  throughout  the  community  as 
j one  of  its  foremost  citizens. 

Mr.  Hine  is  of  English  descent  on  the  pater- 
nal side,  but  his  ancestors  located  in  Connecticut 
at  an  early  day,  and  his  grandfather,  Thaddeus 
Hine,  followed  the  tanner's  trade  at  Derby. 

' William  Hine.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
I born  in  Derby,  August  30,  1772,  and  became  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig, 
but  he  did  not  aspire  to  official  honors.  He  died 
in  Naugatuck,  January  24.  1850,  and  was  buried 
j there,  as  it  was  incorporated  a town  in  1844.  His 
1 wife,  Esther  (Hickox),  a native  of  Waterbury, 
born  August  19,  1 782,  died  April  19,  1864.  Their 
married  life  was  spent  partly  in  Waterbury,  but 
later  they  made  their  home  at  Derby,  returning, 
however,  to  Waterbury  in  1835.  They  had  nine 
children,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy;  of  the 
others,  the  eldest,  Samuel  B.,  was  a farmer;  Lu- 
cius followed  the  carpenter’s  trade;  Rufus  was  a 
joiner;  Mary  never  married;  William  E.  is  the 
subject  proper  of  this  sketch;  Charles  is  a tailor 
in  New  Haven;  and  Henry  was  a joiner  by  occu- 
pation. Of  this  large  family  none  are  now  living 
except  William  E.  and  Charles. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  6,  1822,  at 
the  old  home  in  Waterbury,  and  was  about  three 
years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Derby, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  learned  the 
joiner’s  trade,  which  he  followed  successfully  for 
many  years.  In  1846  he  married  Miss  Catherine 
Booth,  a daughter  of  David  C.  Booth,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Philo  Booth,  of  Trumbull,  where  her 
family  has  long  been  prominent.  No  children 
were  born  of  this  union.  In  1859  Mr.  Hine  and 
his  wife  removed  to  Shelton,  where  they  have 
since  resided,  taking  a helpful  share  in  the  vari- 
ous movements  that  have  tended  to  bring  about 
the  present  prosperity  of  the  town.  Mr.  Hine  is 
a Republican  in  politics,  and  at  times  he  has  held 
local  offices,  including  those  of  assessor  and  grand 
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juror.  His  parents  were  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  he  has  always  been  in 
sympathy  with  the  work  of  that  society. 

EvRWIN  EDWARDS,  proprietor  and  editor  of 

tj  The  Greenwich  Graphic , which  needs  no 

introduction  to  the  residents  of  Fairfield  county, 
is  a native  of  this  State,  born  in  Norwich.  His 
primary  education  was  obtained  at  his  birth- 
place. where  he  attended  both  public  and  private 
schools.  When  he  was  twelve  years  old  his 
parents,  Elisha  and  Lauretta  (Strong)  Edwards, 
removed  with  their  family  to  New  Haven,  Conn., 
to  give  their  sons  a college  education.  Erwin 
Edwards  attended  the  Hillhouse  High  School. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen,  when  about  to  graduate, 
he  was  obliged  to  abandon  study  on  account  of 
ill  health,  and  went  on  a farm,  on  the  advice  of 
a physician,  to  build  up  his  strength.  He  had 
been  there  but  four  months  when  he  was  called 
home  by  the  death  of  his  father. 

Mr.  Edwards  embarked  in  business,  continu- 
ing thus  for  a year  or  so,  when  he  decided  to  go 
to  college.  He  entered  Wesleyan  Academy, 
Wilbraham,  Mass.,  where  he  fitted  for  Yale 
Scientific  School,  but  being  not  over-robust,  and 
having  an  offer  to  engage  in  stock  farming  in  the 
West,  he  went  to  Dallas  Center,  Iowa,  where  he 
remained  for  nearly  a year.  Being  averse  to 
the  rough  life  of  the  plains,  Mr.  Edwards  re- 
turned to  New  Haven,  where  he  again  entered 
business,  being  in  the  office  of  The  Elm  City 
Press,  of  which  his  brother  was  editor.  From 
there  he  went  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  became 
connected  with  a large  book  house. 

His  family  removed  to  Hartford,  and,  desiring 
to  study  law,  he  went  to  that  city  and  entered  a 
law  office,  gaining  a good  insight  into  the  prac- 
tice of  the  profession.  From  there  he  went  to 
New  York,  where  he  was  employed  on  The  New 
York  Daily  Witness. 

In  1880  Mr.  Edwards  and  a brother  started 
The  Bloomfield  Republican,  at  Bloomfield,  N.  J., 
but  he  sold  out  in  the  winter  of  that  year,  and 
went  to  Washington.  D.  C.,  in  which  city  he 
did  some  newspaper  work.  In  the  summer  of 
1881  he  came  to  Greenwich,  Conn.,  on  a vaca- 
tion, but  was  urged  to  start  a newspaper  there, 
and  decided  to  stay.  For  a time  he  was  corre- 
spondent for  a New  York  newspaper,  and  in  De- 
cember, 1881,  he  and  a brother  launched  The 
Greenwich  Graphic.  On  February  3,  1883, 
they  bought  The  Greenwich  Observer , which 
they  consolidated  with  The  Graphic , and  our 
subject  has  been  the  sole  owner  and  editor  since 
July  28,  1890. 


' The  Graphic,  by  its  fearless  stand  on  public 
matters  and  its  constant  efforts  to  further  the  in- 
terests of  the  town,  has  become,  under  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. a newspaper  of  marked  influence  and 
weight  in  the  community,  and  gained  wide  re- 
nown as  a model  country  newspaper. 

Mr.  Edwards  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Greenwich  Savings  Bank,  but  has  never 
cared  for  public  office.  He  has  a valuable 
library,  and  spends  his  leisure  movements  over 
his  books.  He  is  an  antiquarian,  and  has  always 
taken  a great  interest  in  Put’s  Hill,  which  is  lo- 
cated in  Greenwich,  and  has  written  much  about 
it,  as  well  as  of  other  incidents  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary* war,  with  which  Greenwich  is  so  inti- 
mately associated.  These  articles  have  attracted 
attention  all  over  the  country  from  those  who 
are  interested  in  such  matters. 


H EY.  ARTHUR  REQUA.  The  influence  of 

i_  a consecrated  life  cannot  be  estimated  by 

earthly  standards,  for  all  outward  manifestations 
are  but  faint  indications  of  the  deep  and  lasting 
impression  made  upon  his  associates  by  one  who 
strives  to  work  out  in  his  own  character  and  life 
his  highest  thought.  In  the  history  of  the  well- 
beloved  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Noroton  there  is  revealed  a devotion  and  courage 
in  the  pursuit  of  the  ideal,  which  overcame  most 
unpromising  conditions  in  his  early  years,  and  to 
these  inspiring  qualities,  as  well  to  his  knowledge 
and  eloquence,  we  may  attribute  his  success  id 
his  sacred  calling. 

His  ancestry  was  noted  for  piety, and  four  gen- 
erations in  the  paternal  line  were  identified  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Yorktown.  N.  Y.,  ms 
father,  Isaac  Requa,  and  grandfather,  Dame 
Requa,  holding  the  office  of  elder  for  years.  His 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ellen  Crosby, 
was  also  a member  of  a family  which  had  long 
been  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Churc  , 
and  at  her  death  in  July,  1856,  when  our  subjec 
was  but  seven  weeks  old,  her  last  words  were  a 
prayer  that  he  might  enter  the  ministry.  Bot 
parents  were  natives  of  New  York  State,  and  their 
lives  were  spent  there,  the  father,  who  died  in 
I 1878,  being  a farmer  by  occupation. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  19.  1856,  m * e 
i town  of  Patterson,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  or 
’ some  years  of  his  boyhood  he  attended  a distric 
1 school  at  Jefferson  Valley,  N.  Y.  At  the  age  0 
: fifteen  he  went  to  Peekskill,  N.  Y. , to  make  15 
home  with  an  uncle  and  aunt,  and  while  there  e 
, pursued  his  studies  in  the  district  school  and  t e 
j military  academy.  Later  he  entered  the  semi 
I nary  at  Pennington,  N.  J.,  but  his  course  t er 
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was  interrupted  by  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever. 
From  that  time  his  studies  were  prosecuted  with- 
out aid  except  as  helped  by  private  instructors, 
but  his  zeal  and  persistence  have  enabled  him  to 
gain  an  excellent  education  covering  a wide  range 
of  information.  After  his  recovery  from  the 
fever  he  spent  some  time  in  working  upon  a 
farm,  in  order  to  strengthen  his  constitution  by 
wholesome  out-door  life,  and  on  fully  regaining 
h's  health  he  opened  a select  school  at  Patterson. 

y’  Hls,  ablllty  ^ a teacher  being  proved,  he 
was  soon  placed  in  charge  of  a district  school  in 
the  same  locality,  and  he  continued  this  occupa- 
tion for  ten  years.  From  childhood  he  had  felt 
a strong  call  to  the  ministry,  and  when  only 

ChnrrV^H  °ld  he  united  with  the  Presbyterian 
R,h  fth,  Having  no  funds  to  enable  him  to  pur- 
sue a theological  course,  and  being  at  the  same 

» ,0  acceP(  a'd  from  the  Presbytery, 
pr°gress  sadly  delayed,  and  vet  it 

Practka  hleJD  ‘h?  Pen°d  °f  strug6le  he  iearned 
which  have  K°nS  T thf  b°°k  01  exPerience 
the  ministry  untold  value  in  the  work  of 

all  his  snar?  f 6 Caching,  he  made  use  of 
lyca  ed  nnVnT6  “ and  he  was  frequent- 

revival  season,  “If1  the  nei6hb°ring  pastors  in 
IsaTc  L Kin  r ,Af‘er  a ,ime  b*  pastor,  Rev. 
son  N Y*  o’ He,Presbyterian  Church,  Patter- 
and  thi,  " °"e  ed  t0  instruct  him  in  theology 

“,«t  Sr™  »kdi>’  s 

“mpletedPhis  ro  h lh*  1"structor-  and  then  he 
•of  P e skif)  n T Wth  ReV-  J R*tcb’e  Smith, 

work  “ * 

a settled  pastor  for  Noroto"  bavin8  been  without 
in  >886  wen,  ,1°  3 number  of  years,  Mr.  Requa, 

dWas  hjs’ work  that1na]aVuaPryly;88-d  h° 

one  have  since  unifnd  TS  fu  *uat  t'me’  but  ei§b,y- 
in  a most  prosperous*^  J*  the  Church'  which! 
chaPel  wasP  buPh  at  a cod,t,rnc  ReCently  a new 
t,on  to  his  regular1  L?  °f  In  addi- 

once  a month !t  Fitrh'^u^'  Requa  Preaches 
horoton.  He  is  J*  ?,S  Home  ,or  Soldiers  at 
ance  reform  and  if  f Interested  in  temper- 
bemg  o^V^^ongthe  young  pPeo- 
S(a‘e  Sabbath  School  !ead,ng  members  of  the 
y.ears  he  was  preslden  Afs“,a‘,on-  and  for  four 
Endeavor  Union  Whn  l* 6 Stamiord  Christian 
^ takes  keen  intere^h  je  b e !s  not  a Politician, 
day.  and  is  outspoken  in  V the  questlons  of  the 
?'8ht  suppose  th«  th  hls.c°nV1Ctions-  0ne 
t'oned  would  fujly  11'  L?ned  actlvities  men- 
eePly  interested  in  fr  bls  tlme>  but  he  is  also 

WOrk'  At  one  bme  he  and  eduoational 
time  he  was  chairman  of  the  ed- 


itorial committee  of  the  Connecticut  Sunday 
School  Record  (not  being  published  at  present) 
and  is  editor  and  publisher  of  the  monthly  known 
as  Church  Ttdings.  As  to  educational  matters, 
he  is  president  of  the  board  of  education  of  the 
town  of  Darien,  also  the  sole  Acting  Visitor  of 
the  schools,  which  office  is  similar  to  that  of 
superintendent  of  public  instruction. 

...  October  1 1 , 1876,  Mr.  Requa  married 
Miss  Mary  J.  Stebbins,  daughter  of  Benjamin  J 
Stebbins,  of  Patterson,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  1885 
in  his  eighty-first  year. 


EDWARD  MEAD  (deceased).  This,  in  his 
day,  well-known  citizen  of  Greenwich,  who 
died  October  27,  1885,  was  a man  whose  char- 
acter and  life  were  an  inspiration  to  good  works 
among  all  who  knew  him.  In  every  relation  of 
life  he  satisfied  the  test  of  a true  Christian  char- 
acter, and  the  most  precious  inheritance  left  to 
his  family  is  the  memory  of  an  honorable  and 
honored  career. 

Mr.  Mead  was  a descendant  of  John  Mead, 
the  noted  pioneer  [other  authorities  say  Will- 
iam], of  Greenwich,  who  (according  to  some  au- 
thorities) located  at  Sound  Beach  in  1660,  the 
line  of  descent  being  traced  through  John,  son  of 
the  pioneer,  Ebenezer  (1),  Ebenezer  (2),  Deliv- 
erance, and  Robert  Mead,  our  subject’s  father. 
Ebenezer  Mead  (2)  was  born  in  October,  1692, 
and  died  in  May,  1775.  He  and  his  wife  Han- 
nah (Brown)  reared  a large  family  of  children. 
Deliverance  Mead,  who  married  Abigail  Howe, 
made  his  home  at  Indian  Field,  in  the  town  of 
Greenwich,  and  a more  complete  account  of  him 
is  given  in  the  biographies  of  other  members  of 
the  family.  Robert  Mead,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  at  Indian  Field  November  22,  1768, 
and  was  married  October  29,  1794.  to  Prudence 
Mead,  who  was  born  May  15,  1775,  a daughter 
of  J.  Mead  and  his  first  wife,  Rachel  (Knapp), 
of  whom  further  mention  is  made  elsewhere. 
Robert  Mead  inherited  from  his  father  the  home- 
stead on  the  Post  road,  near  Cos  Cob,  which 
later  became  the  property  of  our  subject,  the 
dwelling  occupied  in  the  old  days  being  only  a 
short  distance  east  of  the  present  residence  of  the 
family.  He  followed  farming  during  his  active 
life,  but  in  later  years  he  was  an  invalid.  His 
death  occurred  April  30,  1836,  and  his  wife  died 
September  23,  1849,  the  remains  of  both  being 
interred  in  the  Congregational  cemetery  at  Green- 
wich. 

Our  subject  was  born  June  22,  1809,  at  the 
old  homestead,  and  his  education  was  begun  in 
the  district  schools  of  Cos  Cob.  Later  he  at- 
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tended  a private  school  in  Stamford,  also  the 
academy  in  Greenwich,  but  being  an  only  child 
he  was  called  upon  to  take  charge  of  the  home- 
stead at  a comparatively  early  age.  He  was  of 
small  stature  and  slender  build,  yet  his  industry 
and  shrewd  management  brought  him  marked 
success  in  his  chosen  occupation,  as  he  was  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the 
neighborhood.  While  he  was  not  inclined  to  os- 
tentation he  believed  in  enjoying  the  good  things 
of  life,  and  his  handsome  and  commodious  resi- 
dence, built  in  1832,  is  a model  of  comfort.  His 
affection  for  his  family  was  a notable  trait  in  his 
character.  Without  relaxing  from  wholesome 
discipline  he  gave  his  children  every  suitable 
amusement  at  home,  no  games  being  barred  out 
except  cards.  Fond  of  books  himself,  he  placed 
a high  value  upon  education  for  his  children,  and 
their  appreciation  and  use  of  their  opportunities 
afforded  him  keen  pleasure.  The  spacious  home 
is  admirably  adapted  to  social  gatherings,  and 
has  long  been  the  center  of  a refined  hospitality, 
Mr.  Mead  delighting  in  the  society  of  his  friends. 
His  kindly  nature  was  manifested  in  many  ways, 
and  he  was  prominently  identified  with  religious 
work  in  his  locality,  being  a leading  member  of 
the  Church  at  Greenwich.  For  many  years  he 
held  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  society,  and 
his  voice  added  much  to  the  effectiveness  of  the 
the  choir  for  a long  period.  He  was  a quiet,  un- 
assuming man,  but  he  had  the  “courage  of  his 
convictions,”  supporting  fearlessly  any  cause  that 
he  thought  just.  Politically,  he  was  a strong  Re- 
publican. but  he  never  aspired  to  office. 

On  December  24,  1832,  Mr.  Mead  was 

married  in  Greenwich  to  Miss  Susan  Ann 
Eliza  Merritt,  who  died  August  26,  1884,  her 
remains  being  laid  to  rest  beside  his  own 
in  the  Congregational  cemetery.  She  was  born 
February  6,  1814,  a daughter  of  Capt.  Daniel 
and  Sarah  (Lyon)  Merritt,  and  sister  of  Capt. 
Caleb  W.  Merritt,  of  Greenwich,  whose  biog- 
raphy appears  elsewhere.  The  Merritt  fam- 
ily is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  York  State, 
and  Mrs.  Mead  traced  her  descent  from  WilL 
iam  Merritt,  who  was  mayor  of  New  York 
City  from  1696  to  1698.  Among  others  of  the 
family  who  have  won  distinction  is  Gen.  Wesley 
Merritt,  who  graduated  from  West  Point  in  i860, 
and  after  a notable  career  in  the  armv  was 
appointed  in  1898  as  Governor-General  of  the 
Philippine  Islands.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
had  a large  family  of  children  (six  of  whom  are 
living):  (1)  Daniel  Merritt,  born  June  2,  1834, 

attended  Yale  College  and  the  law  school  at 
Poughkeepsie,  and  for  some  time  practiced  law 
in  Greenwich.  He  was  a young  man  of  fine 


intelligence,  deservedly  popular  among  his  asso- 
ciates. and  gave  promise  of  a successful  career. 
In  1857  he  completed  the  “History  of  Green- 
wich." At  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war  he 
went  to  the  front  as  captain  of  Company  I. 
Tenth  Conn.  V.  1.,  and  later  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  major.  While  in  the  service  he  was 
stricken  with  typhoid  fever  and  sent  home,  where 
his  death  occurred  September  23,  1862.  On 
June  16.  1856,  he  married  Miss  Louise  Mead, 
but  they  had  no  children.  She  survived  him 
and  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Ritch,  of  Green- 
wich. (2)  Mary  A.,  born  July  22,  1836,  was 
married  December  17,  1856,  to  John  G.  Clark, 
of  Bedford,  N.  Y.  (3)  Sarah  E.,  born  Febru- 
ary 2,  1839,  married  Seaman  Mead,  of  Green- 
wich. (4)  Miss  Amelia  resides  at  the  home- 
stead. (5)  Susan  C.,  born  January  20,  1844, 
was  married  October  18,  1865,  to  W.  H.  Wilcox, 
of  Greenwich.  (6)  Miss  Catherine  M.  resides 
at  the  old  home.  (7)  Robert,  born  May  1. 
1849,  died  August  11,  1872,  at  the  threshold  of 
a promising  career.  (8)  Edward  W.,  born 
March  2,  1852,  was  a graduate  of  Columbia 
Law  School,  and  engaged  in  practice  with  every 
prospect  of  success.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Ella 
Knapp,  and  died  October  6,  1882,  leaving  no 
children.  (9)  Augustus,  born  September  13. 
1854,  is  not  married,  and  has  charge  of  the 
homestead. 


SAMUEL  W.  BEARDSLEE,  formerly  pro- 
) bate  judge  of  the  town  of  Stratford,  is  one 
of  the  influential  citizens  of  his  locality,  being 
prominent  in  business,  political  and  social 
circles.  During  most  of  his  life  he  has  been  in- 
terested in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  is  now  less 
active  than  in  former  years.  His  family  is  one 
of  the  oldest  in  Stratford,  and  his  great-grand- 
father, Abraham  Beardslee  (2),  was  a native  of 
the  town.  He  was  born  in  Stratford  in  1726,  a 
direct  descendant  of  William  Beardslee,  who  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers,  locating  in  Stratford  m 
1639.  He  came  from  Stratford-on-Ayon,  Eng- 
land, and  his  descendants  claim  that  in  remem- 
brance of  his  old  home  he  gave  the  name  0 
Stratford  to  the  town.  Abraham  Beardslee  was 
a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  had  also  a high 
reputation  as  a gunsmith.  His  shop  was  locate 
just  across  the  street  from  where  the  subject  o 
this  sketch  resides.  He  served  in  the  war,  and 
was  at  one  time  an  inspector  of  gunpowder.  In 
1753  he  married  Bethia,  daughter  of  J0SfP*l 
Curtis,  and  had  eight  children.  Abraham  die 
in  1 81  5,  his  wife  in  1801. 

Abijah  Beardslee,  our  subject's  grandfather. 
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was  bom  in  1 763,  in  Stratford,  was  reared  there 
and  became  a successful  farmer  of  that  town. 
He  married  Nancy,  daughter  of  Samuel  Wilcox- 
son,  and  had  several  children,  among  whom  was 
a son  Oliver,  our  subject's  father.  Abijah 
Beardslec  died  in  1839,  his  wife  in  1811,  and  the 
remains  of  both  were  interred  in  Stratford. 

Oliver  Beardslee  was  a native  of  Stratford, 
and  always  resided  there.  In  early  manhood  he 
taught  school  for  a time,  but  farming  was  his 
chief  occupation.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a 
strong  Democrat,  holding  various  minor  offices. 
He  married  Miss  Mary  Wilcoxson,  of  Stratford, 
a daughter  of  Ephraim  John  Wilcoxson,  and  a 
descendant  of  William  Wilcoxson,  a native  of 
Lancashire,  England,  who  came  to  this  country 
about  1636,  and  settled  in  Stratford  in  1640. 
Six  children  were  born  of  this  union : Sarah  A. 

/deceased),  who  married  John  Hilton,  of  Strat- 
lord;  Oliver,  who  died  in  1859;  Mary,  who  died 
smgle;  Samuel  W.,  our  subject;  Morton  (de- 
ceased), who  was  a school  teacher  by  occupa- 
tion; and  Alfred,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years.  The  father  passed  away  in  1865,  the 
mother  in  1875. 

Samuel  \\ . Beardslee  was  born  in  Stratford, 
April  24,  1841,  and  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  locality,  also  at  the  Stratford 
ca  emy.  He  is  a Democrat,  always  active  in 
pom.cs,  and  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  the 
_ ?’  .T11  e his  high  standing  as  a citizen  has 
made  him  a popular  candidate  for  local  office. 
ve  *S  SefV?d  three  terms  as  town  clerk,  three 
uniW  pS  Pr°hate  judge,  one  term  as  postmaster 
has  a,jrdem  9ieVeland’  durinS  his  first  term , 
for  manv  6611  a“dl,or  of  the  town  accounts,  and 
He  is  a i \)3rS  haS  served  as  registrar  of  voters, 
at  Stratf63^115^  memher  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
Irk  21’  m,which  he  has  held  the  office  of 
man.’  in  ,°c  years  has  served  as  vestry- 
Louisa  Wil  7 ^r'  Beardslee  married  Miss 

^ ofsi  rr’  ^hter°f  Albert  Wilcox- 
who  is  at  horned’  a"d  they  haVe  °ne  SOn'  01iver’ 


BERRS'.  Contentment  is 
and  the  qUie,ar.C®rtainl.y  bnnRs  lts  own  rewai 
tobethe'envn.:  106  °v  country  hfe  would  sei 
opment  and  "ment  beSt  adaPted  to  its  dev 

"ideringl  ”rSe-  ^ 3 af 

ment,  has  real;,  7 e,ar,h  ,n  search  of  enj< 
hearts  are  c 6 f*.  3St  tbat  “home  keep; 
have  chosen  tnPn'eSt' , and  has  envied  those  w 
roundings  P3SS  *^eir  lives  amid  familiar  s 


j The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a prominent  agri- 
! culturist  of  Newtown  township,  has  always  resided 
| at  the  old  family  homestead,  and  worthily  rep- 
resents an  ancestry  which  has  been  identified 
with  that  locality  from  an  early  date.  Elias 
Beers,  his  grandfather,  had  his  home  at  the 
present  farm,  which  has  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  family  for  many  years  without  interrup- 
tion. He  was  the  twin  brother  of  Eli  Beers,  and 
both  were  well-known  citizens  of  the  olden 
times.  Elias  Beers  married  (first)  a Miss  Peck 
and  (second)  Miss  Betsey  Botsford,  of  Newtown. 
By  the  first  union  he  had  two  children,  Zenas 
and  Smith,  and  by  the  second  the  same  number: 
Norman  who  is  mentioned  below,  and  Elias,  Jr., 
who  married  Julia  Beers  and  had  three  children 
— Cornelia,  Mary  Frances  and  Edgar,  all  of 
whom  died  at  an  early  age. 

Norman  Beers,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
at  the  present  homestead  December  21,  1803, 
and  although  he  followed  the  combmaker’s  trade 
in  his  youth  he  later  engaged  in  farming.  For 
many  years  he  resided  at  the  homestead,  his  suc- 
cessful management  of  which  gave  him  a high 
reputation  as  a substantial  and  thrifty  man  of 
business.  He  attended  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  he  was  always  much  interested  in  all  local 
affairs.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig  and  later 
a Republican,  and  as  he  was  a man  of  strong 
convictions  he  wielded  considerable  influence 
among  his  associates.  In  1833  he  married  Miss 
Betsey  Dykeman,  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Dykeman,  of  Lands  End  District,  Newtown  town- 
ship, and  she  passed  away  on  February  20,  1 867, 
after  thirty-four  years  of  wedded  life.  His  death 
occurred  some  years  later,  on  January  21.  1879. 
They  had  five  children:  (1)  Sylvia  Elizabeth, 

born  January  17,  1834,  died  at  an  early  age.  (2) 
Julia  Elizabeth  was  born  March  7,  1839.  (3) 

Sylvia  Maria,  born  March  6,  1842,  was  married 
April  19,  1871,  to  Lambson  B.  Lake,  of  South 
Center  District,  who  died  March  9,  1897;  they 
had  two  children — Grace  Elizabeth,  born  March 
8,  1873,  and  Florence  Amelia,  born  January  2, 

1 880.  (4)  Charles  E.  is  our  subject.  (5) 

Homer  E. , born  December  2,  1848,  died  De- 
cember to,  1849. 

Charles  E.  Beers  was  born  October  1 8,  1844, 
j at  the  old  farm,  and  agriculture  has  been  his 
I only  occupation.  He  has  been  successful  as  a 
general  farmer  and  for  ten  years  past  has  also 
been  engaged  in  dairying  with  excellent  results. 
As  a citizen  he  has  shown  much  public  spirit,  and 
i throughout  his  active  life  he  has  given  stanch 
1 support  to  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  Re- 
j publican  party.  In  1872  and  again  in  1894  he 
1 was  chosen  to  represent  his  party  on  the  board 
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of  selectmen,  in  which  post  of  duty  he  did  faith- 
ful service.  On  October  io,  1877,  he  married 
Miss  Florence  L.  Burrett,  who  was  born  January 
2i,  1854,  the  daughter  of  Austin  Daniel  and 
Julia  (Livingston)  Burrett,  of  Roxbury,  Conn. 
Mr.  Beers  and  his  wife  are  prominent  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Newtown,  but  his 
sisters  are  of  different  religious  faith,  Miss  Beers 
being  an  Episcopalian  and  Mrs.  Lake  a Meth- 
odist. 


JB  BOTSFORD  FAIRCHILD.  Among  the 
early  settlers  in  this  county  was  Thomas 
Fairchild,  a native  of  England,  who  located 
at  Stratford  in  1639  and  became  one  of  the  lead- 
ing pioneers  of  the  place,  being  named  by  both 
Barber  and  Hollister  as  the  first  magistrate 
there.  The  family  is  of  ancient  origin,  and  its 
coat  of  arms  indicates  that  three  pilgrimages 
were  made  by  some  of  its  members  to  the  Holy 
Land  in  the  time  of  the  Crusades,  and  that  three 
captives  were  made  by  them  during  these  chival- 
ric  journeys.  It  is  likely  that  the  name  was 
originally  Fairbairn,  and  that  the  family  went  to 
England  from  Scotland  at  a very  early  period. 
Thomas  Fairchild,  the  pioneer  settler  at  Strat- 
ford, was  twice  married  and  had  several  children. 

About  1720  Edward  Fairchild  removed  from 
Stratford  to  Newtown,  and  made  his  home  at 
the  place  afterward  occupied  by  Arunah  Fair- 
child,  and  later,  in  1887,  by  John  1.  Hughes. 
Edward  Fairchild  had  four  sons:  (1)  Jonathan, 
who  is  mentioned  below;  (2)  Moses,  who  settled 
in  Sheffield,  Mass.;  (3)  James,  who  had  three 
sons,  Silas,  Philo  and  James;  and  (4)  Ebenezer, 
who  had  five  sons,  Edward,  Peter,  Clement, 
Truman  and  Abram. 

Jonathan  Fairchild,  the  great -great-grand- 
father of  the  gentleman  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  had  three  sons:  Seth,  Josiah  and  Zadoc. 
Of  these,  (1)  Seth  remained  in  Newtown  until 
1796,  when  he  removed  to  Ulster  county,  N.  Y., 
with  his  sons,  Jonathan,  Abel,  Daniel,  Levi  and 
Isaac.  Some  years  later  he  sold  his  farm  there, 
and  with  his  eldest  son,  Jonathan,  located  at 
Butternuts,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in 
1815.  His  other  sons  settled  in  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio,  but  no  information  is  given  as  to  their 
descendants.  Jonathan  remained  at  the  “But- 
ternuts ” for  six  or  eight  years  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  and  then  went  to  Ohio  with  his  three 
sons,  Seth,  Zerah  and  Elam.  (2)  Josiah,  men- 
tioned above,  had  five  sons:  Adoniram.  Wheeler, 
Sturges,  Ira  and  Josiah.  (3)  Zadoc.  the  young- 
est of  the  sons  of  Jonathan,  son  of  Edward,  was 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 


Zadoc  Fairchild,  who  became  one  of  the 
prominent  residents  of  Newtown,  had  ten  sons, 
viz.:  Hawley,  Ezra,  Ziba,  Clark,  Louis,  Levi, 
Samuel,  Burtis,  Beers  and  Moss. 

Ziba  Fairchild,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  on  a moderate  scale, 
and  his  life  was  spent  at  Newtown  and  New  Mil- 
ford. He  was  twice  married,  and  had  four  sons 
and  two  daughters,  the  latter  dying  when  young, 
but  the  sons  lived  to  maturity  and  married.  (1} 
Edmund,  born  January  3,  1814,  died  July  22, 
1883.  He  married  (first)  Harriet  Whitney,  and 
(second)  Louise  Peck,  who  is  still  living  at  the 
head  of  the  street,  in  Newtown.  He  had  two 
children  by  his  first  wife,  Julia  A.  (1),  who  died  in 
childhood;  and  Lucy  A.,  who’  married  Edgar 
Northrop,  of  Newton,  and  had  three  children— 
Edgar,  George  and  Lucy;  and  one  child  by 
second  wife,  Julia  A.  (2),  who  married  Eugene 
Buckley.  (2)  David  Wheeler,  second  son  of 
Ziba,  resided  about  sixty  rods  west  of  the  home 
of  our  subject,  and  with  the  exception  of  a few 
years  spent  in  Wisconsin,  his  life  was  passed  in 
Newtown.  He  married  Emeline  Whitmore,  of 
Newtown,  and  had  six  children:  (a)  Mary  Jane 
married  William  Lawrence,  and  had  five  chil- 
dren— Lottie,  Frances,  William,  Katharine  and 
Bertha,  (b)  Augustine  married  E.  A.  Good- 
emote,  and  had  one  son,  Claude,  who  married 
in  Canada,  and  has  one  child  now  living  in 
Buffalo.  N.  Y.  (c)  Sarah  M.  married  (first) 
Myron  Colby,  and  has  one  child,  (d)  Henry  W. 
was  married  in  western  New  York,  and  after- 
ward settled  in  Minnesota,  (e)  Arthur  died  in 
childhood,  (f)  Julia.  (3)  Le  Grand,  the  third 
son  of  Ziba,  is  mentioned  more  fully  in  the  next 
paragraph.  (4)  Samuel,  youngest  son  of  Ziba  bv 
his  second  marriage,  married  and  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Mary. 

Le  Grand  Fairchild,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  February  1 , 1 820,  and  died  October  15,1 895- 
By  occupation  he  was  a carpenter  and  joiner,  and 
many  of  the  buildings  in  and  around  Newtown 
were  constructed  under  his  supervision.  He  pos- 
sessed fine  natural  abilities,  and  although  he 
started  in  business  life  without  capital,  he  man- 
aged to  acquire  a goodly  competence,  by  thrift 
and  enterprise,  so  that  he  was  able  to  retire  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  re- 
sults of  his  early  labors.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
leading  member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  0 
Newtown.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  bu 
he  never  took  an  active  share  in  partisan  wor  • 
His  wife,  Emily  Whitney,  a daughter  of  A e 
Whitney,  was  born  in  1821,  and  died  March  25, 
1891.  They'  had  a family  of  four  children.  J- 
Botsford,  our  subject ; Julius  Burr,  born  August  24, 
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184;,  died  May  i,  1873;  James  Burtis,  born  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1858,  died  February  20,  1858;  and  Emily 
Aurelia,  who  married  a Mr.  Mayhew,  and  has  had 
four  children — Susan  C.,  Theodore  F.,  Joseph 
B.  and  Gala. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  March 
4,  1844,  and  since  he  was  about  four  weeks  old 
has  had  his  home  in  Taunton  District,  town  of 
Newtown.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  locality  and  in  Newtown,  attend- 
ing until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 
He  then  began  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade  with 
his  father,  and  this  business  he  continued  for  a 
quarter  of  a century,  the  firm  being  considered 
the  leading  carpenters  of  the  town.  Among  the 
buildings  erected  by  them  we  may  mention  the 
Grand  Central  Hotel,  the  store  of  E.  F.  Hawley, 
the  residence  of  D.  G.  Beers,  and  St.  John's  Epis- 
copal church  at  Sandy  Hook.  Since  1886  Mr. 
Fairchild  has  been  engaged  in  farming  upon  his 
homestead  near  Hawleyville,  which  is  a fine 
tract  of  eighty  acres.  He  is  also  interested  in 
the  sale  of  agricultural  implements,  and  is  the 
principal  dealer  in  this  line  of  goods  in  this  town, 
being  the  exclusive  agent  for  the  Wiard  Plow 
Company,  of  Batavia,  N.  Y.  His  energy  and 
good  judgment  have  been  rewarded  by  a fair  re- 
turn, and  he  ranks  among  the  substantial  busi-  ' 
ness  men  of  his  neighborhood.  As  a citizen  he  ; 
has  shown  much  public  spirit,  but  is  not  an  act-  I 
ive  worker  in  politics,  and,  while  he  is  a Repub-  j 
lican  so  far  as  national  issues  are  concerned,  he 
votes  independently  on  local  questions. 

On  December  13,  1865,  Mr.  Fairchild  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  J.  Jennings,  who  was  born  May 
4,1843,  a daughter  of  William  B.  Jennings.  Three 
children  have  blessed  this  union:  Mary  Ella, 

born  October  1 1,  1867;  Jennie  Louise,  born  April 
24,  1869,  both  now  at  home,  and  Emma  Irene, 
born  January  1,  1879,  who  died  August  1,  1879. 
The  family  is  identified  with  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Newtown,  and  Mr.  Fairchild  is  one  of 
the  prominent  members  of  that  society. 


MORACE  S.  PLUMB,  a highly  esteemed  resi- 
dent of  Bridgeport,  is  now  spending  the 
afternoon  of  a long  and  useful  life,  having  re- 
tired to  the  home  of  his  childhood  to  enjoy  well- 
earned  leisure. 

Mr.  Plumb  was  born  January  18,  1827,.  at 
his  present  residence,  and  comes  of  good  pioneer 
stock,  his  ancestors  having  settled  in  this  coun- 
try at  an  early  day.  David  Plumb,  his  grand- 
father, was  born  in  the  town  of  Trumbull,  June 
2 5.  1751.  and  made  his  home  there  upon  a farm, 
his  death  occurring  May  31,  1813.  On  Decem- 


ber 19,  1776,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Beach,  who 
was  born  March  11,  1758,  and  died  August  10, 
1833.  They  had  the  following  children:  Han- 

nah, who  married  Silas  Nichols;  Noah,  our  sub- 
ject’s father;  Polly,  born  September  8,  1787, 
married  Eli  Booth;  David  Beach;  and  Camilla, 
wife  of  Nelson  C.  Nichols. 

Noah  Plumb,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  May  3,  1782,  in  Nichols,  town  of  Trumbull, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  became  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  April,  1814,  settled 
upon  a homestead  in  the  town  of  Bridgeport, 
where  he  died  July  8,  1862.  On  November 
22,  1804,  he  was  married  in  Trumbull  to  Thank- 
ful Beach,  who  died  soon  afterward.  On  April 
8,  1807,  he  married  Eurania  Wells,  who  was 
born  November  15,  1784.  a daughter  of  Elias 
Wells,  of  Stratford,  and  died  December  27, 
1866.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  a family 
of  eight  children,  the  others  being:  David  W., 

deceased;  Louisa  P.,  wife  of  Peter  E.  Capel; 
Mary  N.,  who  married  James  Fitch;  Hepsa  B. ; 
Sally  E. ; Elias  N.,  a farmer  by  occupation;  and 
Emily  U.  David  W.,  who  married  (first)  Clarissa 
Allen,  and  (second)  Louisa  Wakelv,  was  en- 
gaged in  a manufacturing  business  at  Birming- 
ham and  Ansonia,  and,  later,  resided  in  Shelton. 

Horace  S.  Plumb  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Bridgeport,  and  in  early  manhood  became  in- 
terested in  agricultural  pursuits.  From  1854  to 
i860  he  was  engaged  in  railroading,  and  he  sub- 
sequently embarked  in  business  as  a dealer  in 
flour  and  feed,  carrying  on  this  line  from  1861  to 
1880,  part  of  the  time  at  Titusville,  Penn.  In 
1880,  returning  to  Bridgeport,  he  opened  a flour 
and  feed  business  there,  continuing  same  until 
1892,  since  when  he  has  been  living  in  retire- 
ment. 


Jj'AMES  L.  G.  CANNON.  The  Cannon  family 
is  of  French  descent,  the  first  settlers  of  that 
name  in  America  having  been  Huguenots  who 
j fled  from  their  native  land  to  escape  religious  per- 
1 secution.  Their  descendants  in  every  generation 
J have  shown  themselves  worthy  ol  their  ancestry, 

! filling  honorable  positions  in  life,  and  manifest- 
| ing  the  qualities  that  constitute  good  citizenship. 
In  the  early  days  the  family  was  identified  with 
New  York  City,  and  one  of  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis  was  named  in  their  honor.  Commo- 
dore Cannon,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  well- 
known  citizen  whose  name  opens  this  sketch, 
commanded  a vessel  during  the  French  and  In- 
dian war.  He  removed  from  New  York  to  Nor- 
walk, this  county,  at  an  early  period  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  latter  town. 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


216 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


John  Cannon  (i ),  our  subject’s  grandfather,  when  we  consider  that  all  material  things  become 
was  born  in  Norwalk,  where  he  was  married  in  I subject  to  the  influence  of  his  labor,  and  in  this 
early  manhood  to  a Miss  St.  John,  a member  of  connection  it  is  with  pleasure  we  read  the  life 
an  old  family  of  that  locality.  They  died  in  history  of  such  well-known  citizens  as  DeWitt 
Norwalk  leaving  a large  family.  C.  and  Gershom  W.  Bradley. 

John  Cannon  (2),  our  subject's  father,  was  DeWitt  C.  Bradley  is  a native  of  the  town 
born  in  Ncrwalk  in  1780,  and  passed  his  life  of  Weston,  Conn.,  born  December  26,  1846, 
there,  becoming  a wealthy  and  prominent  citi-  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  district 
zen.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  later  a schools  of  his  native  town,  later  attending  both 
Democrat.  His  death  occurred  at  Norwalk  in  the  academy  at  Easton  and  Adams  Academy  in 
1840,  and  a few  years  later  the  family  removed  Greens  Farms,  from  which  he  was  graduated, 
to  Newark,  N.  J.  His  wife,  who  died  in  New-  After  leaving  school  he  entered  his  father's  edge- 
ark  in  i860,  was  formerly  Miss  Fanny  Lock-  tool  factory  and  learned  the  business  thoroughly, 
wood,  daughter  of  Joseph  Lockwood,  of  Nor-  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  enlisted  in  the  reg- 
walk.  Five  children  were  born  to  this  union,  ular  army,  joining  Troop  D.  U.  S.  Cavalry,  sta- 
viz. : Harriet  (deceased);  Jeannette,  who  mar-  tioned  at  Fort  Lapway,  Idaho,  and  served  two 

ried  John  A.  Bioren,  of  Philadelphia  (both  now  years  and  three  months.  On  his  discharge  and 
deceased);  John,  who  was  engaged  in  business  in  ; return  home  he  resumed  his  trade,  and  since 
New  York  City;  Rebecca,  who  married  Dr.  John  1886  has  been  prominently  identified  with  his 
F.  Morse,  and  died  in  California ; and  James  L.  G.  brother,  Gershom  W.,  in  the  manufacture  of 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  j axes  and  edge-tools  at  Westport, 
where  he  remained  unnil  he  was  fourteen  years  In  1877,  on  Christmas  Day,  DeWitt  C.  Brad- 
old.  He  then  went  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  for  j ley  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  J.  Sherwood, 
four  years  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  the  drug  1 who  was  born  February  13,  1855,  a daughter  of 
store  of  Charles  W.  Badger.  In  1849  he  went  ! William  C.  and  Esther  A.  (Merwin)  Sherwood, 
to  California,  by  way  of  Cape  Horn,  and  during  i respectable  farming  people  of  the  town  of  West- 
his  four-years’  residence  there  he  was  proprietor  port.  No  children  have  been  born  to  this  union, 
of  a drug  store.  On  his  return  to  the  East  he  | In  politics  Mr.  Bradley  is  a strong  Republican, 
again  located  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  but  in  1867  he  i and  in  1887-89-91-93,  he  was  elected  a member 
removed  to  Westport,  this  county,  and  estab-  j of  the  State  Legislature.  Socially,  he  is  affiliated 
lished  a drug  store,  which  he  has  since  conducted  with  the  F.  & A.  M..  Temple  Lodge  No.  65, 
successfully.  As  a citizen  he  is  held  in  high  Westport;  of  Washington  Chapter,  R.  A.  M., 
esteem,  and  he  is  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  Norwalk;  of  Clinton  Commandery  No.  3,  and 
of  the  locality,  having  served  as  treasurer  of  the  of  Pyramid  Temple,  Bridgeport, 
township  for  seventeen  years.  Socially,  he  and  Gershom  W.  Bradley  was  born  in  the  town 

his  family  are  popular,  and  he  is  an  active  mem-  - of  Weston,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  October  2, 
ber  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  with  which  he  j 1858,  and  his  earlier  education  was  secured  at 
united  in  1868.  j the  district  schools.  Later,  he  attended  Easton 

Mr.  Cannon  married  Miss  Caroline  F . Coombs,  Academy,  from  which  institute  he  was  graduated, 
of  Brunswick,  Maine,  and  four  children  have  ; and  he  then  learned  the  manufacture  of  edge- 
been  born  to  them:  John  F.,  Fanny  B.,  Le-  1 tools,  which  business  he  has  followed  in  West- 

grand  B.  and  Carrie  G.  port,  along  with  his  brother  DeWitt  C.,  since 

1886. 

On  June  24,  1885,  Gershom  W.  Bradley  was 

BRADLEY  BROTHERS,  of  Westport,  Fair-  j married  to  Miss  Emma  Becker,  who  was  born 

I field  county.  Industry  puts  an  entirely  new  April  22,  1859,  a daughter  of  Moses  and  Emeline 

face  upon  the  products  of  nature.  By  labor  | (Goodsell)  Becker,  of  Hillsdale.  Columbia  Co., 
man  had  subjugated  the  world,  reduced  it  to  his  N.  Y.,  and  two  children  graced  their  union- 
dominion,  and  clothed  the  earth  with  a new  gar-  Edith  M.,  born  December  7,  1886,  and  Gershom 
ment.  The  first  rude  plough  that  man  thrust  , W.,  born  June  22,  1889,  died  August  29.  l89a 
into  the  soil;  the  first  rude  axe  of  stone  with  Mr.  Bradlev  in  his  political  preferments  is  an  ar 
which  he  felled  the  pine;  the  first  rude  cance  dent  Republican,  and  for  the  past  few  years  has 
scooped  by  him  from  its  trunk  to  cross  the  river  efficiently  filled  the  position  of  town  treasurer,  e 
and  search  the  green  fields  beyond,  were  each  is  a director  of  the  Willow  Brook  Cemetery  As- 
the  outcome  of  a human  faculty  which  brought  sociation,  at  Westport.  Socially,  he  is  a mem- 
within  his  reach  some  physical  comfort  he  had  ber  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Good  Templars;  m 
never  before  enjoyed.  The  mechanic  is  King,  j religious  faith  he  is  identified  with  the  Methodis 
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Church  at  Westport,  in  which  he  is  serving  as 
trustee. 

Wakeman  Bradley,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subjects,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.,  was  educated  at  the  common 
schools  of  his  day,  and  learned  the  business  of 
axe  and  edge-tool  manufacturing.  In  1812  he 
settled  in  Weston,  where  he  built  an  edge-tool 
factory,  and  engaged  in  that  line  of  trade  the  rest 
of  his  days.  He  married  Miss  Catherine  An- 
drews, of  Weston,  and  children  as  follows  were 
born  to  them:  Abigail  married  Peter  Williams; 

Gershom  W.  will  be  mentioned  farther  on;  Mor- 
ris married  Mary  Fanton;  Abram  W.  married 
Mary  Eliza  Merwin;  Angeline  and  Eveline  (twins), 
the  former  of  whom  married  Thomas  Couch,  the 
latter  wedding  Harry  Fanton;  Mary  Catherine  is 
the  wile  of  Daniel  C.  Salmon;  Amelia  is  the  wife 
of  Burr  Sturgis;  Eliza  married  Charles  Sherwood; 
and  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Hanford  Lyon.  Grand- 
father Bradley  died  in  1862. 

Gershom  W.  Bradley,  father  of  our  subjects, 
was  also  a native  of  the  town  of  Fairfield,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.,  born  in  1804,  and  after  secur- 
ing a liberal  education  in  that  town  went  to  Wes- 
ton; he  learned  the  edge-tool  manufacturing  in- 
dustry, at  which  he  continued  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  March  23.  1886.  In  >832,  he  built 
a large  factory  at  Weston.  In  1827  he  married 
Lydia,  daughter  of  Miles  Merwin,  of  Weston, 
and  their  children  were:  Miles  married  Emily 

H.  Ogden;  George  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one; 
and  DeWitt  C.,  the  elder  of  our  subjects.  The 
mother  of  these  died  in  1851,  and  for  his  second 
wife  Gershom  W.  Bradley  wedded  Miss  Mary  J. 
Goodsell,  daughter  of  Silas  Goodsell.  of  West- 
port.  To  this  union  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows: Twins,  who  died  in  infancy;  Gershom 

W.,  the  younger  of  our  subjects;  Warren,  who 
married  Emma  Becker;  Eliza  J.,  wife  of  Lewis 
A.  Burr;  and  Catherine,  wife  of  Charles  Candee. 
The  father  of  our  subjects  died  March  23,  1886. 

The  Bradley  Brothers  stand  high  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  live,  and  enjoy  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 


SILAS  E.  MEAD,  a well-known  citizen  and  [ 
agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Greenwich,  where  ; 
his  life,  almost  without  exception,  has  been  1 
passed,  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  old  fam-  | 
ilies  of  Connecticut,  his  ancestors  coming  to  ! 
Greenwich  nearly  two  and  a half  centuries  ago.  , 
Mr.  Mead  is  of  the  ninth  generation  from  John  1 
[other  authorities  say  William]  Mead,  the  pro-  ' 
genitor  of  the  family  in  America,  the  line  of  de-  j 
scent  being:  John  (1),  John  (2),  Ebenezer  (1),  1 


Ebenezer  (2),  Silas  (1),  Silas  (2),  Silas  H.,  Silas 
D.,  and  Silas  E. 

John  Mead  was  one  of  two  brothers  who  emi- 
grated from  England  about  1642  [other  authori- 
ties say  1635],  the  family  being  an  ancient  and 
honorable  one;  one  of  their  ancestors  had  been 
the  friend  and  physician  of  the  talented  Queen 
Elizabeth.  One  of  the  two  brothers  settled  in 
Virginia,  where  the  family  still  exists.  The  other, 
John  Mead,  with  his  two  sons,  John  and  Joseph, 
after  remaining  a short  time  in  Massachusetts, 
moved  to  Hempstead,  L.  1.,  where  they  remained 
until  October,  1660,  when  the  sons,  at  least,  settled 
in  the  town  ol  Greenwich,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 
where  many  of  their  descendants  still  reside. 
[John,  the  father,  either  did  not  come  to  Green- 
wich, or,  if  so,  he  took  no  active  part  in  public 
life.]  The  two  sons  bought  land  of  Richard  Crab 
and  others,  which  was  deeded  to  John  Mead,  son 
of  the  pioneer.  He  married  a Miss  Hannah  Pot- 
ter, of  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  on  his  death  in 
1699,  left,  as  appears  by  his  will,  eight  sons  and 
three  daughters.  Of  these,  Ebenezer,  the  fourth 
son,  was  born  in  1663,  married  Sarah  Knapp,  of 
Stamford,  and  of  their  children.  Ebenezer  (2) 
was  born  October  25,  1692,  and  died  May  3, 
1775;  he  married  Hannah  Brown,  of  Rye,  N.  Y., 
on  December  12,  1717,  and  of  their  children  Silas 
( 1 ).  the  second  son,  was  born  May  22,  1720,  and 
died  in  1817;  his  wife,  Mary,  was  born  in  1724, 
and  died  in  1787,  and  among  their  children  was 
a son,  Silas  (2).  Silas  Mead  (1)  settled  at  North 
Greenwich,  where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  was  a member  of  the  Second  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Greenwich.  He  built  his 
| barns  of  trees  standing  near  by.  without  having 
| to  draw  any  from  a distance. 

Silas  Mead  (2)  was  born  in  1748,  and  died  in 
1813.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Mead,  a daughter  of 
| Deliverance  Mead,  and  their  children  were:  Sa- 
rah, Silas  H.,  and  Francis,  who  died  in  youth. 
The  father  lived  on  the  old  home  farm,  and  was 
a substantial  citizen  of  North  Greenwich,  Conn. 
He  was  killed  by  being  thrown  from  a wagon  near 
his  home;  his  wife  died  in  1812. 

Silas  H.  Mead  was  born  December  12,  1796, 
at  North  Greenwich,  Conn.  He  was  a large 
farmer  and  leading  man  in  the  community.  In 
politics  he  was  an  uncompromising  Abolitionist, 
one  of  thirteen  voting  that  way,  and  by  voice 
and  vote  did  all  he  could  to  educate  the  people 
of  his  community  to  the  idea  of  human  liberty. 
He  united  with  the  Second  Congregational 
Church  at  Greenwich  in  1826,  and  immediately 
took  a deep  interest  in  religious  matters.  The 
Congregational  church  at  North  Greenwich  was 
built  in  1827,  and  its  erection  was  largely  due  to 
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the  interest  and  efforts  of  Mr.  Mead.  He  was 
one  of  the  active  men  in  the  formation  of  the 
Church,  and  was  chosen  deacon  the  day  the 
Church  was  organized.  He  held  his  office  and 
performed  all  the  duties  of  it  until  his  death. 
He  died  after  a few  days’  illness,  December  14, 

1878,  aged  eighty-two,  having  been  in  office 
fifty-one  years  lacking  eleven  days.  He  was  a 
man  of  wisdom,  perseverance,  and  success  in 
promoting  the  interests  of  the  Church,  and  was 
a model  for  men  of  that  office  in  prayerfulness, 
self-sacrifice  and  diligence.  The  land,  twelve 
acres,  on  which  the  church  building  and  parson- 
age stand,  was  his  gift,  and  the  position  of  the 
Church  early  taken  against  slavery  and  intem- 
perance was  largely  due  to  him.  He  always 
took  a deep  interest  in  missionary  matters,  and 
was  very  liberal  toward  all  religious  enterprises. 
He  was  one  of  Greenwich's  best  and  most  re- 
spected citizens  and,  dying,  left  the  record  of  a 
good  man.  Silas  H.  Mead  married  Harriet 
Mead,  daughter  of  Jehial  Mead,  and  they  had 
the  following  children:  Sarah  M.  (who  married 
Selah  Savage,  a farmer  of  North  Greenwich, 
and  had  two  children:  William  L.  and  Roxa 
M ),  and  Silas  D.  Mrs.  Mead  passed  away  July 
j,  1870. 

Silas  D.  Mead  was  born  January  31,  1819, 
at  North  Greenwich,  Conn.  In  addition  to  the 
district  schools  of  his  neighborhood,  he  attended  a 
select  school  taught  by  a Mr.  Buffett  at  Stanwich 
and  the  academy  at  North  Greenwich.  He  was 
reared  on  the  farm  and  became  successful  in 
that  occupation.  On  starting  out  in  life  for 
himself  he  went  into  debt  for  his  buildings,  but 
through  his  industrious  habits,  good  manage- 
ment and  judicious  investments  he  became  owner 
of  a large  farm.  He  possessed  upward  of  three 
hundred  acres  of  land,  a part  of  which  had  for 
many  years  been  in  the  possession  of  his  an- 
cestors. In  1838  he  united  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  North  Greenwich,  and  was 
throughout  his  life  one  of  its  best  workers  and 
most  liberal  supporters.  For  a half  century  or 
more  he  had  charge  of  the  singing,  and  remained 
at  his  post  of  duty  until  old  age.  In  March, 

1879.  he  was  chosen  deacon  to  take  ihe  place  so 
long  and  faithfully  filled  by  his  honored  father. 
He  was  always  with  the  Sunday-school  interests 
of  his  Church,  and  was  for  years  a teacher  in  the 
same.  He  was  a thorough  temperance  man, 
never  having  used  liquor  of  any  kind,  or  tobacco. 
In  all  matters  pertaining  to  educational  or  re- 
ligious work  he  was  most  liberal,  and  through  a 
long  life  was  one  of  the  strong  pillars  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  North  Greenwich.  In 
politics  he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Repub- 


! lican,  joining  the  latter  party  on  its  organiza- 
j tion  in  1856.  He  seldom  missed  an  election, 
never  unless  sickness  kept  him  from  going  to  the 
\ polls.  He  served  his  town  as  road-commis- 
| sioner  once,  and  was  on  the  district  school  com- 
mittee for  a long  time.  In  the  days  of  the 
i Abolition  party  he  was  one  of  its  strong  sup- 
| porters,  being  one  of  the  “thirteen”  in  Green- 
: wich.  He  was  a man  of  intelligence  and  integ- 
I rity,  and  at  his  death,  August  9,  1896,  there 
passed  from  this  earth  a good  man — one  whose 
life  was  worthy  of  emulation. 

On  September  22,  1840,  Silas  D.  Mead  was 
i married  to  Emily  L. , daughter  of  Ezekiel  and 
i Althea  (Palmer)  Close,  born  December  21,  1820, 

! at  Greenwich,  Conn.  The  children  born  to  this 
I union  were:  Myrtilla  (now  Mrs.  Livingston  Dis- 
I brow,  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.),  Silas  E.  (our 
! subject),  Emily  C.  (of  North  Greenwich),  Sarah 
1 C.  (who  died  in  infancy),  Horatio  B.  (a  lumber 
dealer,  of  Douglas  county,  S.  D.),  Harriet  A. 
(who  died  in  February,  1895,  the  w^e  Living- 
1 ston  Mead,  of  North  Greenwich),  and  Ezekiel  C. 

; <a  farmer  of  North  Greenwich).  The  mother  of 
this  family  is  still  living,  a respected  and  highly 
esteemed  resident  of  the  town  of  Greenwich. 

Silas  E.  Mead,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  March  15,  1844,  in  what  is 
known  as  the  Clapboard  Ridge  School  District, 
in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn. 
He  received  a common-school  education,  his  first 
[ teacher  being  Miss  Julia  Hovey.  Later  he  at- 
tended the  North  Greenwich  Academy  under  the 
j principalship  of  Whitman  Peck  and  others,  also 
: under  a Mr.  Foote.  He  was  reared  on  a farm, 
i On  August  14,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  Civil 
war,  casting  his  fortune  with  Company  I,  10th 
C.  V.  1.,  and  serving  with  honor  and  credit 
i throughout  the  war.  His  first  engagement  was 
at  Kingston,  N.  C. , thence  he  saw  active  duty, 

; participating  in  all  of  the  battles  in  which  his 
i company  was  engaged  until  August,  1864,  when 
j he  was  detailed  to  the  ambulance  train,  soon  be- 
coming clerk  to  the  commander,  in  which  capac- 
| ity  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
i discharged  June  20,  1865,  at  Richmond,  Va. 

I Returning  home,  Mr.  Mead  was  married,  Sep- 
i tember  12,  1867.  to  Miss  Cornelia  M.  Wilcox, 

■ who  was  born  June  22,  1843,  a daughter  of 
| Josiah  and  Celestia  (Wilcox)  Wilcox.  After 
’ their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  for  a 
1 time  resided  in  Round  Hill,  then  settled  in  Nort 
1 Greenwich  on  a part  of  the  large  estate  of  bis 
father.  Here  he  has  since  continued  to  reside. 
The  children  born  to  this  couple  were:  Silas  r. 
(died  when  not  quite  four  years  of  age),  Mabe 
i W.  (died  when  eleven  years  old),  Louise  C.  (now 
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in  attendance  at  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary),  and 
Josiah  (died  in  infancy). 

Our  subject  possesses  the  faculty  of  winning 
friends,  and  is  by  the  community  at  large  es- 
teemed as  a citizen.  He  has  inherited  many  of 
the  traits  of  character  possessed  by  his  worthy 
father  and  grandfather,  and  has  carried  forward  i 
commendable  work  in  good  lines  begun  by  them. 
He  is  a deacon  in  the  North  Greenwich  Congre- 
gational Church,  to  which  Church  his  wife  also 
belongs,  and  in  politics  he  adheres  to  the  line  in 
which  his  father  and  grandfather  led,  being  a 
stanch  Republican.  He  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  General  Grant.  He  is  active  in  the 
interests  of  his  party,  and  has  at  different  times 
served  the  people  of  his  town  in  a public  capaci- 
ty. His  intelligence  and  worth  as  a citizen  bring 
him  into  counsel  with  those  who  direct  political 
movements.  He  is  a member  of  the  board  of 
education,  and  since  1887  has  been  town  assessor. 
He  is  a member  of  Lombard  Post  No.  24, 
G.  A.  R.,  at  Greenwich,  and  has  filled  nearly  all 
of  the  offices  in  the  same,  being  at  this  writing 
grand  vice.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
of  Fairfield  county. 


Tx-T/ALTER  NICHOLS  is  a son  of  Charles 
X*  Lewis  Nichols,  who  was  born  at  what 
was  then  known  as  Nichols’  Farms,  town  of 
Trumbull,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  but  which  has 
since  been  re-christened  “Nichols.”  by  the  con- 
siderate edict  of  the  good  townspeople,  in  honor 
of  the  Nichols  family,  who  were  its  first  settlers, 
they  having,  about  the  year  1639,  by  Colonial 
grant,  acquired  all  the  land  embraced  within  the 
township,  some  ten  thousand  acres. 

Charles  Lewis  Nichols  was  a man  of  signal 
business  ability.  He  started  out  in  life  as  a dis- 
trict school  teacher,  which  calling  he  followed 
for  several  years,  but  finding  that  the  role  of 
pedagogue  afforded  hardly  sufficient  scope  for  the 
development  and  utilization  of  those  business 
qualities  with  which  he  was  inherently  endowed, 
and  which  distinguished  his  future  career,  he  re- 
signed his  preceptorship  and  embarked  in  the 
wholesale  grocery  business,  in  company  with  Jar- 
vis Lyon.  The  store  of  the  firm  was  located  on 
Water  street,  near  the  foot  of  State  street.  The 
house  of  Lyon  & Nichols,  as  it  was  styled,  thus 
entered  upon  a most  successful  career,  and  con- 
tinued for  several  years,  when  Mr.  Lyon  retired 
and  was  succeeded  by  a gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Birch.  The  new  firm,  recognizing  the  essen- 
tially limited  territorial  area  of  Bridgeport,  and 
its  environs  for  commercial  development,  decided 
to  remove  to  New  York  City,  where  they  soon 


established  an  extensive  and  lucrative  business, 
and  in  conjunction  with  the  “commercial  prince,” 
Moses  Taylor,  carried  on  an  immense  importing 
trade  in  molasses  and  other  tropical  staple  com- 
modities. Mr.  Birch  died,  and  was  succeeded 
by  a Mr.  Beam,  of  Goshen,  N.  Y.,  who,  in  addi- 
tion to  possessing  great  wealth,  was  endowed 
with  the  keenest  business  acumen  and  abundant 
experience  ; hence  the  firm  lost  none  of  its  wonted 
business  prestige  by  his  advent  therein.  Mr. 
Beam  also  died  after  a few  years’  connection 
with  the  firm,  and  the  business  was  continued  by 
Mr.  Nichols  until  about  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war,  when  he  retired  therefrom,  having  ac- 
quired a handsome  fortune  as  the  reward  of  a 
life  of  energy  and  business  probity. 

The  mother  of  Walter  Nichols  was  Jennett 
Burroughs,  a remarkably  beautiful  and  accom- 
plished woman,  daughter  of  Stephen  Burroughs, 
the  third,  Bridgeport’s  foremost  merchant  and 
shipowner  from  about  the  year  1786  to  about 
1825.  He  had  succeeded  his  father,  Stephen 
Burroughs,  who  was  not  only  the  most  conspicu- 
ous figure  in  mercantile  trade  in  Bridgeport,  but 
was  possessed  of  transcendent  intellectual  quali- 
ties which,  aside  from  his  active  participation  in 
matters  of  commerce,  he  devoted  to  the  science 
of  astronomy,  becoming  the  author  of  what  was 
then  recognized  as  a standard  text-book  on  that 
interesting  and  important  subject.  He  was  the 
author  of  the  present  system  of  Federal  decimal 
money,  and  was  also  a conspicuous  and  valuable 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  for 
several  consecutive  years,  numbering  among  his 
friends  and  confreres  many  of  the  most  distin- 
guished statesmen  of  the  time.  It  has  been  said 
by  a clever  local  historian  that  Capt.  Stephen 
Burroughs  was  the  “nucleus  around  which 
Bridgeport  has  grown  and  attained  its  pre-emi- 
nently important  status  in  the  galaxy  of  its  sister 
cities  of  the  State.” 

Walter  Nichols  was  born  at  Jersey  City,  N. 
J.,  October  10,  1847,  and  received  his  rudiment- 
ary educational  training  at  the  celebrated  Has- 
brouck  Grammar  School,  located  in  his  native 
city,  the  curriculum  of  this  school  being  as  va- 
ried as  that  of  our  leading  colleges.  It  was  Mr. 
Nichols’  intention  to  pursue  a full  academic 
course  at  Princeton,  and  he  matriculated  at  that 
College,  but  at  the  end  of  his  Freshman  year 
withdrew,  having  decided  to  enter  mercantile 
life  in  New  York.  He  pursued  his  business  ca- 
reer successfully  until  the  year  1 88 1 , when,  his 
health  having  become  somewhat  impaired,  he 
came  to  Bridgeport,  seeking  rest  and  recreation, 
which  in  due  time  he  realized.  Having  decided 
to  remain  here,  he  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
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business,  which  at  the  time,  due  to  the  growing 
and  progressive  character  of  the  place,  offered 
great  inducements  for  profitable  investments, 
and  it  requires  the  citation  of  but  two  incidents 
to  demonstrate  his  ability  and  acumen  in  his 
newly  chosen  line  of  traffic,  one  being  the  fa- 
mous Long  Beach,  now  known  as  “Pleasure 
Beach,”  purchase,  with  its  accompanying  inci- 
dents, which  were  duly  chronicled  in  the  local 
and  State  press  at  the  time;  the  other  was  the 
noted  purchase,  in  1886,  in  company  with  for- 
mer Mayor  Walter  B.  Bostwick,  of  the  so-called 
“ Word  in  tract,”  located  at  that  section  of 
Bridgeport  designated  the  West  End.  This  pur- 
chase was  at  the  time  regarded  as  the  largest  and 
most  important  single  land  deal  ever  consum- 
mated in  Bridgeport,  or  for  that  matter  since, 
and  immediately  resulted  in  creating  a “boom,” 
which  in  turn  advanced  the  price  of  land  in  the 
section  named  at  least  fourfold.  Mr.  Nichols  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  astute  real-estate 
experts  in  the  State,  his  services  in  that  line  be- 
ing constantly  in  demand  on  the  part  of  execu- 
tors and  administrators  in  the  adjustment  of  com- 
plex questions  of  equity  in  the  distribution  of  land 
under  their  respective  functions. 

In  the  year  1893  Mr.  Bostwick,  who  was  then 
mayor,  recognizing  Mr.  Nichols’  eminent  fitness  j 
for  the  position,  appointed  him  a member  of  the 
local  Board  of  Appraisal  of  Benefits  and  Dam- 
ages in  company  with  John  J.  Ryburn,  Esq.,  a 
leading  merchant  and  extensive  real-estate 
owner,  and  Hon.  Fredericks.  Stevens,  the  prom- 
inent local  druggist;  Mr.  Stevens  was  in  1895 
appointed,  by  his  excellency  Governor  Coffin,  a 
member  of  the  famous  committee  whose  function 
was  to  formulate  and  execute  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  city  of  Bridgeport  and  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  & Hudson  River  Railroad  Company 
as  to  the  manner  and  expense  of  eliminating 
grade  crossings  within  the  city’s  limits.  Not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  Mr.  Nichols’  private 
business,  together  with  his  official  duties,  are 
seemingly  all-sufficient  to  engross  his  whole  at- 
tention, he  frequently  finds  time  to  indulge  in 
literary  work,  such  as  newspaper  correspondence 
and  the  fabrication  of  short  stories  of  an  imagi- 
native order  which  find  a readv  market,  and 
which  on  account  of  their  original  and  novel 
character  have  frequently  been  reproduced  in  the 
columns  of  the  press  throughout  the  country’. 


MONROE  JUDSON,  M.  D.  This,  in  his 
- lifetime,  well-known  phvsician  was  a mem- 
ber of  a family  which  has  long  been  prominent 
an  professional  circles,  several  of  the  name  hav- 


ing won  distinction  among  the  medical  practi- 
tioners of  this  and  other  States.  The  first 
American  ancestor  was  William  Judson,  who 
came  from  England  in  i634>  and  died  in  New 
Haven  in  1662.  He  was  accompanied  on  his 
voyage  across  the  Atlantic  by  his  wfife  and  three 
sons,  Joseph,  Jeremiah  and  Joshua. 

Joseph,  who  died  in  1696,  married  Sarah 
Judson,  and  reared  a family  of  children,  of  whom 
a son,  James,  the  eldest,  is  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent  to  our  subject.  . 

James,  who  was  born  in  1650  and  died  in 
1717,  married,  and  had  several  sons,  among 
whom  was  David,  the  great-great-grandfather  of 

our  subject. 

David  was  born  in  1693,  and  by  his  marriage 
with  Phoebe  Stiles  had  four  children,  as  follows: 
David,  born  in  1715;  Phoebe  (Mrs.  Matthew 
Curtis),  born  in  1717;  Abel,  born  in  1721.  and 
Agur,  born  in  1724. 

Abel,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  married  May  7,  1744,  to  Sarah  Burton,  by 
whom  he  had  four  children,  viz.:  John,  bornm 

1745.  who  married  Patience  Fairman  and  reared 
a family  of  children;  Abel,  who  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below;  Sarah  (Mrs.  Ashur  Peck),  born 
in  1749,  and  Ruth  (Mrs.  Henry  Fairman),  bom 

I in  1 752-  . 

Abel  (2),  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  born 
in  Stratford,  this  county,  in  1746,  and  became  a 
leading  farmer,  owning  an  estate  of  two  hundred 
acres  on  Mile  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  now 
occupied  by  Daniel  G.  Beers.  He  was  a man  of 
independent  thought,  and  was  active  in  religions 
work  as  a member  of  the  Sandemanian  Church. 
He  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ann 
Bennett,  had  a family  of  fifteen  children,  o! 
whom  we  have  the  following  record:  (1)  „Utj' 

born  November  17,  1769,  married  a Mr.  Hard, 
and  had  a son,  who  became  a successful  phy- 
sician at  Hunter,  N.  Y..  among  the  Catskills. 
(2)  Bennett,  born  February  12,  1 77 1 - (3) 

sey,  born  December  22,  1 772>  married  a Mr- 
Prindle.  (4)  Rufus,  born  December  27,  *774* 
married  and  settled  in  Ohio.  (5)  Abner,  born 
October  17,  1776,  married  (first)  a Miss  Har  , 
(second)  a Miss  Judson,  and  (third)  a Mrs.  Sbep- 
hard.  (6)  Abel,  born  in  1778.  (7)  Marcus,  born 

February  3.  1780.  (8)  Laura,  born  December  , 

1781,  married  Zera  Blackman.  (9)  Jeras  a’ 
born  September  22,  1783,  married  Eleazer  Starr. 
(10)  Silence,  born  April  3,  I7®5-  married  Dame 
1 Wells,  a shoemaker,  who  resided  in  Zoar,  t > 

: I county.  (11)  Isaac,  born  February  3-  '7®7- 
■ | (12)  John,  our  subject’s  father,  is  mentioned  e 
: l low  more  fully.  (13)  Martin,  born  in 
I 1791,  was  a miller  by  occupation,  and  made  1 
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home  at  Sandy  Hook.  (14)  Zenas  J.,  born 
March  28,  1 793,  was  a tailor  by  trade;  he  mar- 
ried. (15)  Anna,  born  January  6,  1795,  married 
Thomas  Seeley,  a shoemaker  and  hotel  keeper 
at  Newtown. 

Dr.  John  Judson,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Newtown,  February  n,  1789,  and  re- 
ceived bis  literary  education  there  under  the 
care  of  Doctor  Shephard,  of  the  Sandeinanian 
Church.  He  then  studied  medicine,  securing  a 
diploma  from  Yale  College,  and-  on  October  8, 
j8j2,  was  licensed  to  practice.  Two  years  he 
spent  in  South  Britain,  Conn.,  afterward  locating 
in  Newtown,  where  he  established  a large  prac- 
tice, being  known  as  one  of  the  leading  physi- 
cians of  this  section.  As  he  was  obliged  to  con- 
tend with  financial  discouragements  in  early  life, 
his  success  reflects  much  credit  upon  him.  Like 
all  his  family,  he  was  identified  with  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  at  all  times  he  manifested  an 
interest  in  the  progress  of  the  community.  He 
died  July  29,  1839.  His  wife,  Philena  (Hubbell). 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  1813.  was  a daughter 
of  John  Hubbell,  a prominent  citizen  of  Sandy 
Hook,  and  she  died  February  1,  1 88 1 . at  the 
age  of  ninety  years.  They  had  four  sons, 
namely:  (1)  George,  born  March  n,  1814, 

graduated  from  Bellevue  Medical  College,  New 
York  City,  in  1837,  and  became  a successful 
physician  of  Newtown,  continuing  his  practice 
until  his  death,  April  22,  1853;  he  married  Miss 
Jane  Hitchcock,  of  Danbury.  (2)  Monroe,  our 
subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (3) 
Jerome,  born  April  29,  1828,  was  a merchant  of 
Sandy  Hook,  but  is  now  deceased;  he  was  un- 
married. (4)  John,  born  June  23,  1830,  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Sandy  Hook 
with  his  brother  Jerome  for  a number  of  years 
previous  to  his  death  on  February  27,  1881 ; he 
married  (first)  Cornelia  Peck,  and  (second)  Julia 
Colt,  of  Harwinton,  Connecticut. 

Dr.  Monroe  Judson  was  born  January  17, 
1820,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Newtown,  which 
occupied  the  site  of  the  present  town  hall.  He 
was  carefully  educated,  especially  in  the  sciences 
and  languages,  by  Daniel  Burhans,  a son  of 
Reverend  Burhans,  and  one  of  the  most  noted 
teachers  of  his  day.  When  about  eighteen 
years  old  our  subject  began  his  medical  studies 
with  his  father,  and  after  the  death  of  the  latter 
he  continued  them  under  the  direction  of  his 
brother  George.  In  1841  he  entered  Yale  Med- 
ical College,  and  after  taking  three  terms  of  lect- 
ures was  graduated  in  January,  1843.  In  the 
following  year  he  established  himself  in  practice 
in  Newtown,  and  on  the  death  of  his  brother 
George,  in  1853,  he  succeeded  to  his  business. 


j His  practice  from  that  time  was  very  large  until 
I in  1888,  finding  himself  in  need  of  rest,  he  re- 
tired from  professional  work.  He  then  spent 
I six  months  in  California  for  his  health,  but  the 
| greater  portion  of  the  time  afterward  he  passed 
quietly  in  his  home  in  Newtown.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  arduous  labors  in  his  profession,  Doctor 
Judson  took  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  being 
one  of  the  chief  advisers  on  the  Democratic  or- 
I ganization  of  his  town.  From  1849  to  1854  he 
1 served  as  town  clerk,  and  from  1848  to  1850  he 
■ was  assistant  postmaster;  in  1849  he  was  chosen 
to  represent  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  about  the  same  time  he  was  appointed  clerk 
: of  the  probate  court,  by  Jacob  Beers.  From 
1 1850  to  i860  he  was  judge  of  the  same  court, 

, and  from  1879  to  1887  he  again  held  that  office. 

He  was  a member  of  Trinity  Church  of  New- 
I town,  in  which  he  was  always  an  active  worker, 
serving  as  vestryman  for  many  years. 

On  May  1,  1844,  Doctor  Judson  married  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Blackman,  who  was  born  May  22. 
1824,  a daughter  of  Ziba  Blackman.  She  died 
February  25.  1867,  and  on  February  2,  1869,  the 
Doctor  formed  a second  matrimonial  union,  this 
time  with  Miss  Sarah  Curtis,  daughter  of  Gould 
1 Curtis.  Four  children  came  of  the  first  marriage: 

1 (1)  Jerome,  born  April  3,  1845,  died  September 
; 14,  1846.  (2)  Martha  J.,  born  January  15,  1849, 

I married  Edward  P.  Taylor,  now  a resident  of 
j Oakland,  Cal. , and  has  three  daughters  and  one 
i son.  (3)  John  M.,  born  January  25,  1854.  is  a 
1 traveling  salesman, and  resides  in  Newtown, Conn. 

| (4)  George  B.,  born  November  10,  1862.  died 
j March  16,  1865.  By  the  second  union  there 
1 was  one  child  that  died  when  three  months  old. 

Doctor  Judson  was  called  from  earth  March  28, 

I 1898. 

The  Curtis  family  is  well  known  in  this  coun- 
ty, and  Mrs.  Judson  traces  her  descent  from 
Matthew  Curtis,  of  Stratford,  who  died  in  New- 
town, Conn.,  in  1796.  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
I years.  He  married  Phoebe  Judson,  and  had  the 
| following  children:  Phoebe  (Mrs.  John  Beach), 

j born  in  17371  David,  1741;  Niram,  1744;  Mat- 
thew, 1746;  Stiles,  1748;  Jonah,  1750;  Josiah, 

1 1752;  Abner,  1754;  and  Reuben,  1757.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  in  1758,  and  in  the 
; following  year  Matthew  Curtis  married  Abigail 
i Thompson,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Gould, 

! Mrs.  Judson’s  grandfather. 

Gould  Curtis  was  bom  December  17,  1763, 
and  died  March  5,  1840.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Gould,  of  Fairfield,  this  county,  on  December 
12,  1781,  and  had  ten  children,  viz.:  Abigail 
(Mrs.  Cyrus  Hard),  born  October  14,  1782;  Bet- 
sey, born  March  13,  1784,  died  July  16,  1807; 
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Deborah  (Mrs.  Herman  Warner),  born  March 
19,  1786,  died  November  10,  1861;  Gould  (Mrs. 
Judson's  father);  Marilla,  born  March  n,  1790, 
died  September  23,  1864;  John,  born  March  3, 
1792,  who  married  Lucy  Blackman,  and  died 
August  13,  1845;  Phoebe,  born  October  25,-1793, 
died  July  18.  1810;  Hezekiah,  born  March  25, 
1796,  who  married  Marcia  Glover;  David,  born 
July  28,  1798,  who  married  Jeannette  Shelton, 
of  Momoe,  this  county;  and  Daniel,  born  Janu- 
ary 26,  1801. 

Gould  Curtis,  Jr,,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Judson, 
born  December  27,  1787,  married  Miss  Joanna 
Peck,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  Mrs.  Judson 
being  the  youngest.  Of  the  others — Mary  mar- 
ried Cyrenius  Beers;  Samuel  married  (first)  Mary 
Nichols,  and  (second)  Betsey  Curtis;  Elizabeth 
married  (first)  Robert  Peck  (had  by  him  one 
daughter,  Charlotte,  married  to  Eli  Barnum), 
and  (second)  wedded  Simeon  Peck  (had  by  him 
one  son,  Charles);  the  fourth  child  died  in  in- 
fancy, unnamed. 


TjTrON.  CHARLES  W.  LOUNSBURY,  of 
J?2!.  Darien,  is  one  of  the  wide-awake,  pro- 
gressive citizens  of  Fairfield  county,  and  holds 
in  a marked  degree  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  all  classes  of  people.  He  bears  an  honorable 
record  as  a soldier,  while  in  various  responsible 
official  positions  he  has  displayed  a devotion  to 
..duty  which  has,  unhappily,  been  none  too  com- 
mon among  public  men. 

His  family  is  noted  for  patriotism,  his  father 
and  his  two  brothers,  as  well  as  himself,  having 
served  with  gallantry  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
one  of  his  brothers,  Joshua,  met  his  death  amid 
•the  horrors  of  Andersonville  prison.  Mr.  Louns- 
bury’s  paternal  ancestors  were  French  Hugue- 
nots who  came  to  this  country  and  located  in 
one  of  the  Carolinas  in  the  sixteenth  century  in 
consequence  of  the  St.  Bartholomew  massacre, 
later  migrating  to  the  State  of  New  York.  His 
great-grandfather  and  grandfather  were  both 
named  Joshua.  The  former,  who  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  had  five  sons,  one  of  whom,  Al- 
exander (after  whom  Mr.  Lounsbury  s father' was 
named),  was  in  the  shoe  business  at  North  Cas- 
tle, Westchester  Co.,  New  York. 

Alexander  Lounsburv,  our  subject's  father 
was  a native  of  New  York  State,  born  in  Free’- 
hold,  Greene  county,  and  for  a number  of  years 
was  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  at  Fishkill. 
Between  1S40  and  1850  he  removed  to  the  town 
of  Norwalk  this  county,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health  spending  some  time  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, but  later  he  returned  to  New  York  State, 


where  his  death  occurred  in  1881.  He  was  a 
man  of  much  intelligence  and  force  of  charac- 
ter, and  took  a prominent  part  in  local  affairs 
wherever  he  resided.  His  estimable  wife,  Mary 
(Lockwood),  survived  about  him  ten  years.  She 
was  also  a native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  her  par- 
ents and  ancestry  were  English.  Of  their  three 
sons,  our  subject  and  his  brother,  James  H.,  a 
resident  of  Stamford,  survive  them,  and  three 
daughters  are  living,  viz. : Susan,  wife  of  Will- 

iam Mather;  Cornelia,  wife  of  Henry  Green,  and 
Josephine,  wife  of  Horace  Saunders. 

Charles  W.  Lounsbury  was  born  March  22, 
1842,  in  Eddyville,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y. , and  dur- 
ing his  youth  he  received  a common-school  edu- 
cation. He  spent  several  years  of  his  boyhood 
upon  a farm,  but  at  an  early  age  began  to  learn 
the  tinner’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a time. 
When  the  war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  17th  Conn.  V.  1.,  and  he  remained  in  the 
service  three  years  and  two  months.  Fortu- 
nately he  was  neither  captured  nor  wounded,  bnt 
he  did  not  escape  severe  suffering,  the  exposures 
and  hardships  of  army  life  bringing  on  several 
serious  attacks  of  illness.  On  his  return  from 
the  army  he  located  in  Darien  and  established  a 
tin  shop  and  hardware  store,  which  he  has  ever 
since  conducted  successfully,  being  to-day  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  substantial  business  men  of 
the  place.  At  the  same  time  he  has  found  op- 
portunities for  effective  work  in  political  lines, 
and  has  gained  an  influential  standing  among  the 
Republicans  of  the  State.  In  1 864  he  attended 
the  National  Convention  that  nominated  Lincoln 
and  Johnson,  and  in  1893  and  1895  he  was  elected 
as  a representative  of  his  town  to  the  State  Leg- 
islature, serving  two  terms  with  distinction  on 
the  Humane  committee.  In  the  contest  for  sen- 
ator in  the  fall  of  1 898  Mr.  Lounsbury  defeated 
George  Gregory  in  the  Twelfth  District  by  a ma- 
jority greater  than  that  given  any  other  candidate 
in  the  State  except  in  the  Hartford  District  (and 
that  District  has  more  than  two  thousand  votes 
to  draw  from),  his  majority  exceeding  thirteen 
hundred.  He  is  now  serving  on  the  Womans 
Suffrage  committee.  Possessing  strong  convic- 
tions, he  never  falters  in  his  devotion  to  his 
party,  and  he  is  active  in  local  affairs,  having 
served  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  School  V is- 
itors  and  District  committee,  and  on  the  Supe- 
rior Court  committee  on  the  Oyster  Grounds. 
For  twenty  years  he  was  a trial  justice  in  his 
town,  and  at  present  he  is  a notary  public. 

In  January,  1868,  Mr.  Lounsbury  marrie 
Miss  Jane  L.  Torrington,  daughter  of  John  an 
Elizabeth  Torrington,  of  Baltimore,  Md  ; °n 
the  maternal  side  Mrs.  Lounsbury  is  lineally 
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descended  from  the  Balls  of  Virginia.  Three 
children  have  blessed  this  union:  Charles  Ernest, 
Ada  May  and  Earle  M.  Mr.  Lounsbury  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  South 
Norwalk,  with  which  he  united  before  the  war. 
He  is  a member  of  Hobby  Post  No.  23,  G.  A. 
R.,  and  Rippowam  Lodge  No.  24,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
at  Stamford,  while  for  ten  years  he  was  an  active 
worker  of  Ivanhoe  Lodge,  No.  107,  F.  & A.  M., 
in  which  he  has  held  office  as  warden  and  treas- 
urer. 


WILLIAM  TALBOT  (deceased)  was  for 

many  years  one  of  the  leading  business 

men  of  Greenwich,  as  well  as  one  of  its  most 
highly  respected  and  honored  citizens.  He  was 
born  in  Hampshire,  England,  February  9,  1825, 
a son  of  William  and  Sarah  Privet  Talbot.  The 
father,  who  was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  was  born 
in  1801  and  died  in  1833,  leaving  a family  of  five 
children,  our  subject  being  the  eldest;  Caroline 
married  John  Locke  after  coming  to  the  United 
States,  and  died  in  Albany,  N.  Y. ; Jane  mar- 
ried William  Whitty,  and  lives  in  Orange,  N.  J.; 
Robert,  a partner  of  our  subject  in  business  at 
Greenwich,  was  killed  on  the  railroad  at  that 
place;  and  Elizabeth  married  Henry  Schenck, 
and  died  at  Newark,  N.  J.  After  the  death  of 
the  father,  Mrs.  Talbot  married  William  Miles, 
a plumber,  with  whom  our  subject  learned  his 
trade,  serving  a seven-years’  apprenticeship.  Mr. 
Miles  left  England  in  the  early  ’40s  and  came  to 
the  New  World,  locating  in  Brooklyn,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade.  There  were  three  children 
born  of  the  second  union:  Ann.  who  married  Job 
DeCamp,  and  died  in  Newark,  N.  J.;  Mary  A., 
who  wedded  Dennis  Ryan,  and  died  in  New  Jer- 
sey; and  John,  a retired  machinist,  now  living 
at  Sailors  Snug  Harbor,  Staten  Island. 

In  1845  William  Talbot  left  his  old  home  in 
England,  and  after  a three- weeks’  voyage  landed 
in  New  York.  For  some  years  he  was  employed 
by  a Mr.  Watkins  on  Catherine  street,  and  during 
this  time  was  married.  May  1 2.  1 85 1 , in  that  city, 
to  Miss  Laura  Sawyer,  who  was  born  in  Kingston, 
N.  Y.,  July  11,  1829,  a daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Cornelia  (Hermance)  Sawyer.  Her  father 
was  a native  of  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the 
son  of  a farmer,  who  had  died  when  Benjamin 
was  quite  small,  leaving  three  children — James, 
Benjamin  and  Kate.  As  a tanner  and  currier,  he 
followed  his  trade  in  Van  Buren's  tannery  at 
Kingston.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  of  cholera, 
at  Marbletown,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years,  and  were  buried  in  Stone  Ridge,  Ulster 
county.  She  was  a descendant  of  Walter  Van 
Twiller,  one  of  the  first  five  Colonial  governors 


of  New  York.  In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sawyer  were  ten  children,  namely : John,  a 
farmer,  who  died  in  Kingston;  Harriett,  who  mar- 
ried Cornelius  Brush,  and  died  in  Ulster  county  ; 
Blandina,  who  married  Lewis  Le  Bars,  and  lives 
in  New  Haven,  Conn.;  Abraham,  a farmer,  who 
died  in  Ulster  county,  N.  Y. ; Catharine,  who 
married  Jacob  Bunton,  and  died  in  Indiana ; 
Maria,  wife  of  Andrew  Schonmaker,  of  Mt.  Ver- 
non ; Laura,  widow  of  our  subject;  Alexander, 
who  died  in  Wassing,  Ulster  county;  Jane,  wife 
of  Jacob  Bunton,  of  Indiana;  and  Ann  E. , now 
Mrs.  Peter  Ruger,  of  Eilenville,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Talbot  was  reared  in  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  until  four- 
teen years  of  age,  and  obtained  her  education  in 
the  common  schools  there.  Her  home  was  then 
in  New  York  City  until  her  marriage  and  for  a 
year  and  a half  later. 

Mr.  Talbot  then  removed  to  Stamford,  Conn., 
where  he  worked  at  the  plumber’s  trade  for  Lock- 
wood  & Capron  until  1859,  when  he  embarked 
in  business  on  his  own  account.  During  the  en- 
tire time  he  worked  for  others,  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  only  two  firms,  as  he  was  always  a 
steady  and  good  mechanic.  In  connection  with 
his  brother  Robert,  under  the  firm  name  of  Tal- 
bot Bros.,  he  established  a tin  and  stove  store  in 
Greenwich,  and  also  engaged  in  roofing  and 
plumbing.  The  brother  retired  in  1868,  and 
two  years  later  George  H.  Mills  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  which  assumed  the  style  of  Tal- 
bot & Mills.  After  Mr.  Mills  withdrew,  Mr. 
Talbot  was  alone  in  business  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  January  20,  1884,  after  a linger- 
ing illness.  His  remains  were  interred  in  Union 
cemetery.  He  erected  his  store  building  in  1 860, 
but  it  was  afterward  enlarged,  and  with  his  own 
business  he  occupied  the  entire  three-story  struct- 
ure. In  all  things  he  was  upright  and  thoroughly 
reliable,  and  easily  won  and  retained  the  confi- 
dence of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  in 
either  social  or  business  life.  After  his  death 
the  business  was  discontinued. 

In  political  sentiment,  Mr.  Talbot  was  a Re- 
publican, but  he  always  declined  official  honors. 
From  early  life  he  was  a sincere  and  earnest  Chris- 
tian, a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
with  which  he  was  officially  connected,  and  he 
was  always  a liberal  contributor  to  all  Church 
work.  For  many  years  he  served  as  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sabbath-school,  and  only  resigned 
when  his  health  compelled  it.  He  was  a man  ol 
stern  integrity  and  honesty  of  purpose,  and  de- 
spised all  unworthy  or  questionable  methods  to 
secure  success  in  any  undertaking  or  for  any  pur- 
pose, or  to  promote  his  own  advancement  in  any 
direction. 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talbot  were  born  the  fol-  | 
lowing  children:  (i)  William  R.,  a resident  of  ! 

Port  Chester,  N.  Y. , married  Lvdia  Stoothoff,  | 
and  has  one  daughter,  Nellie  R.  Chester  died  in  j 
childhood.  (2)  Sarah  J.  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
Grigg,  of  Port  Chester,  and  had  six  children — ! 
Maud,  Eugenie,  Frederick  (who  died  in  infancy), 
Harold,  Walter  and  Ha2el.  (3)  George  E.  mar- 
ried Virginia  Sparks,  and  died  in  Greenwich  at 
the  age  of  thirty-nine  years.  (4)  Carrie  M.,  at 
home,  was  her  father's  bookkeeper  for  several 
years.  (5)  Louise  is  the  wife  of  George  Tyler, 
of  Round  Hill,  Fairfield  county,  and  had  five 
children — William,  Laura,  Chester  (died  at  the 
age  three  years),  Fred  and  Helen.  (6)  Rie  E.  is 
the  wile  of  George  H.  Merrill,  of  Greenwich.  (7) 
Louis  died  in  infancy.  (8)  Emma  married  T.  A. 
Newton,  of  Greenwich,  and  has  two  children — 
Walter  and  William  Talbot.  (9)  Estelle  M.  is 
at  home.  (10)  Harry  is  a plumber's  apprentice. 
Mrs.  Talbot  was  left  entire  charge  of  a partially 
involved  estate,  and  her  management  reflects 
great  credit  upon  her  as  a business  woman.  She 
was  an  excellent  wife,  and  at  all  times  is  a most 
highly  respected  lady. 


AVID  SHERMAN  BEACH,  the  founder  of 
_ ' the  “North  American  Investment  Com- 
pany,” is  one  of  the  sons  of  Fairfield  county  at 
whom  our  citizens  point  with  pride.  He  was 
born  in  Bridgeport  February  26,  1861.  one  of 
the  five  children  of  John  H.  and  Mary  E.  (Mer- 
chant) Beach.  The  other  children  were:  James 
E. , Amelia  B.,  Edmond  H.  and  Frederick  H. 
The  two  last  died  in  infancy.  John  H.  Beach 
was  a son  of  Isaac  E.  Beach,  and  a grandson  of 
Dr.  James  Eaton  Beach,  the  latter  of  whom 
served  with  distinction  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution. He  was  the  first  doctor  in  Bridgeport, 
whither  he  had  come  from  Cheshire,  Connecticut. 

Our  subject  received  an  unusually  good  educa- 
tion, as  he  attended  Guy  B.  Day’s  seminary  from 
his  seventh  year  until  his  twelfth  year,  and  then 
was  two  years  at  S.  B.  Jones’  Park  Avenue  In- 
stitution. At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  became  in- 
terested in  partnership  with  the  firm  known  as 
J.  H.  Beach  & Sons,  and  at  eighteen  was  en- 
rolled as  a student  in  the  Eastman  Business  Col-  ! 
lege  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. , where  he  remained 
ten  weeks.  Having  here  acquired  a thorough 
theoretical  knowledge  of  business  methods,  he 
returned  to  the  old  firm  and  took  an  active 
interest  as  partner  in  business  with  them  for  ten  j 
years.  Being  always  much  interested  in  horti-  I 
culture,  he  decided  to  make  it  his  life  work,  j 
Accordingly  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  he  began  ! 


this  work  for  himself,  and  to-day  is  one  of  the 
largest  growers  of  table  delicacies  under  glass, 
in  New  England.  He  has  50,000  square  feet  of 
glass  in  greenhouses,  is  also  a large  holder  of 
valuable  real  estate,  and  has  experienced  unin- 
terrupted success,  although  in  his  second  year  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  burned  out.  His  in- 
domitable energy  and  pluck  caused  him  to  per- 
severe, however,  and  he  re-built  on  a larger 
scale. 

Of  late  years  Mr.  Beach  has  given  consider- 
able study  to  corporations  and  the  laws  govern- 
ing them,  and  has  prepared  a valuable  work  as 
the  result  of  his  researches.  He  has  paid  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  and 
his  chief  work,  the  formation  of  the  North  Amer- 
ican Investment  Company,  was  incorporated 
I under  the  laws  of  New  Jersey.  The  offices  of 
I the  company  are  located  in  Bridgeport  and 
Jersey  City.  The  object  of  this  corporation,  of 
which  our  subject  is  the  chief  executive,  is  pre- 
sented in  the  following  introduction  to  a pam- 
phlet, setting  forth  the  advantages  of  this  system. 

“It  is  after  years  of  mental  research  and 
science  that  I have  been  led  to  organize  the 
North  American  Investment  Company,  which 
will  supply  that  long  felt  want  that  has  never 
been  filled  intelligently  heretofore — placing  Capi- 
tal and  Labor  on  such  an  equal  basis  that  both 
will  become  as  one;  giving  to  the  purchaser,  ren- 
ter, or  borrower,  an  opportunity  to  realize  from 
his  expenditures  and  savings,  under  this  system, 
such  untold  advantages,  which  will  bring  joy  and 
relief  to  him  and  his  beloved  ones,  placing  no 
barrier  of  impossibilities  which  will  occasion 
losses  or  indebtedness  to  his  estate,  making  him 
wholly  the  recipient  in  the  end.  He  is,  and 
will  be  now  a permanent  resident  of  the  United 
States,  a taxpayer  and  an  independent  citizen, 
which  this  great  country  of  ours  offers  to  every- 
one. not  equalled  by  any  other  nation  on  the 
globe.  ” 

One  of  Mr.  Beach’s  latest  achievements  is  a 
municipal  insurance  system,  whereby  the  pub- 
lic debt  of  any  city  may  be  extinguished  with 
economy  by  life  insurance.  Briefly  stated,  the 
plan  contemplates  that  the  city  shall  take  out 
insurance  policies  on  the  lives  of  a number  01 
the  best  and  most  influential  citizens,  from  the 
age  of  twenty-five  to  fifty-five  years,  or  more 
properly  speaking  that  the  citizens  shall  make 
applications  for  insurance  on  their  lives  for  the 
amount  of  $1,000  or  $10,000,  as  the  case 
may  be,  in  the  form  of  an  indemnity  bond,  or 
life  policy,  payable,  say,  in  twenty  years  at  a 
premium  of  so  much  per  thousand,  which  will  be 
an  average  rate  for  the  ages  mentioned,  and  have 
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these  bonds  or  policies  assigned  to  the  city,  the 
latter  to  pay  the  premiums.  The  economical 
and  financial  advantages  of  life  insurance  in 
individual  business  affairs  is  most  clearly  recog- 
nized to-day,  and  the  plan  is  an  application  of 
the  same  principles  to  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
munity. It  is  a novel  and  striking  proposition 
and  an  index  to  the  mental  brilliancy  of  the  in- 
ventor. Mr.  Beach  has  elaborated  Tables,  dem- 
onstrating the  results  of  the  system.  The  plan 
has  attracted  wide  attention,  and  at  present 
there  is  a Bill  before  the  Legislature  at  Hartford 
to  legalize  the  items  mentioned  in  this  plan. 
Many  legal  lights  declare  no  legislation  is  neces- 
sary; but  in  order  to  avoid  future  complications, 
Mr.  Beach  thought  best  to  secure  Legislative 
sanction.  On  July  3,  1899,  the  mayor  of 

Bridgeport  appointed  a special  committee  to  con- 
sider the  same.  What  the  outcome  will  be  is 
hard  to  conjecture,  but  from  every  standpoint 
there  is  the  appearance  of  acceptance,  though  it 
could  hardly  be  confirmed  until  made  final. 

On  October  15,  1885,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four,  Mr.  Beach  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Jane 
Meeker,  of  Westport,  and  to  this  union  the  fol- 
lowing children  were  born:  John  H.,  David 

Sherman,  Jr.,  Harold  Page  and  Mary  Jane,  the 
last  named  dying  in  infancy.  Mr.  Beach  is  one 
of  Bridgeport’s  most  reliable  citizens,  and  his 
mathematical  researches  have  been  made  with  a 
view  of  bettering  the  condition  of  the  working 
people.  The  people  he  has  enlisted  as  his  fol- 
lowers are  among  the  best  in  the  county,  and 
this  speaks  well  as  to  the  faith  reposed  in  him  as 
a business  man  and  a good  citizen. 


EOYAL  LACEY  HIGGINS,  M.  D..  a well- 

known  resident  of  Norwalk,  is  one  of  the 

busiest  and  most  successful  physicians  and  sur- 
geons of  Fairfield  county,  and  there  is  no  one 
more  deserving  of  mention  in  this  volume.  He 
is.a  direct  descendant  of  John  Lacey,  an  early 
settler  of  Stratfield  Parish.  [See  page  150, 
“History  of  Fairfield  County.”] 

Doctor  Higgins  is  a native  of  Connecticut, 
having  been  born  August  10,  1 84 1 , in  Roxbury, 
Litchfield  county,  of  New  England  ancestry. 
His  grandfather,  John  Higgins,  was  a farmer  in 
the  town  of  Easton,  and  his  father  (John’s),  Abra- 
ham Higgins,  had  his  home  in  an  old  stone  house 
that  is  still  standing. 

Lacey  Higgins,  son  of  John,  and  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Easton,  Fairfield  coun- 
ty, and  learned  the  trade  of  general  blacksmith 
and  wagonmaker,  in  Newtown,  which  he  after- 
ward followed  in  Roxbury,  Litchfield  county, 
16 


until  about  the  year  1853,  when  he  took  up 
farming.  (Ex-Governor  Morris,  of  Connecticut, 
was  an  apprentice  to  Lacey  Higgins,  but  did  not 
finish  his  apprenticeship,  because  he  wished  to 
study  law.  and  Lacey  Higgins  gave  him  his 
time.  In  Fairfield  county  Lacey  Higgins  mar- 
ried Miss  Priscilla  Silliman,  of  the  town  of  Mon- 
roe, a lineal  descendant  of  Daniel  Silliman,  the 
first  of  the  name  to  settle  in  Fairfield,  having,  so 
tradition  says,  emigrated  from  Holland.  He 
died  in  1690.  His  youngest  son,  Robert,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Hull,  and  died  in  1748.  His  young- 
est son,  Ebenezer,  married  Abigail  Sellick,  and 
their  youngest  son,  Deodate  (called  “Date”), 
was  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Lacey  Higgins.  To 
Lacey  and  Priscilla  Higgins  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Royal  Lacey,  Jerome  Silli- 

man, Riverius,  Thornton,  Harriet  Priscilla,  Jane 
Eliza  and  John  Sellick,  all  of  whom  live  in  St. 
Louis  except  Royal  Lacey.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  St.  Louis, 
May  19.  1891,  aged  seventy-six  years;  the  father 
died  January  29.  1892,  aged  seventy -eight  years. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  in  1852  he 
represented  Litchfield  county,  and  some  years 
later  Fairfield  county,  in  the  State  Legislature. 
For  sev'eral  years  he  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  was  notary  public  for  ten  years. 

Dr.  Royal  L.  Higgins  passed  the  first  twelve 
years  of  his  life  in  his  native  village,  Roxbury, 
and  then  removed  with  the  family  to  Stepney, 
town  of  Monroe,  Fairfield  county,  and  his  earlier 
education  was  received  in  both  places,  while  at 
the  same  time,  as  opportunities  offered,  he 
worked  on  the  farm.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  was  teaching  school  near  Monroe  Center,  and 
a year  later  was  teaching  in  Easton.  After 
that  he  attended  Winthrop  Institute  under  the 
preceptorship  of  Rev.  William  Dennison,  which 
school  stood  between  Saybrook  and  Deep  River, 
Conn.  At  the  end  of  a year  there  he  again  took 
up  school  teaching  for  a time,  the  scene  of  his 
labors  this  time  being  near  Bethel,  but  not  long 
afterward  he  again  went  to  school  at  Easton 
Center. 

While  living  at  Grassy  Plain,  near  Danbury, 
our  subject  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
under  Dr.  George  Benedict,  of  Bethel,  later 
continuing  same  under  Dr.  Robert  Hubbard,  of 
Bridgeport.  In  the  fall  of  1864  he  entered 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  and  was 
graduated  there  in  1867,  coming  on  the  first  day 
of  March,  that  year,  to  Norwalk,  where  he  has 
ever  since  remained  in  the  active  and  successful 
practice  of  his  profession,  being  now  the  oldest 
medical  practitioner  in  the  city. 

On  February  3,  1870,  Doctor  Higgins  was 
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married  to  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Watkins,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Y.  and  Catherine  Watkins,  of  New 
York  City,  and  they  have  one  daughter.  May 
Jerome,  who  is  living  with  her  parents.  Since 
1892  the  home  of  the  family  has  been  at  No.  55 
West  avenue. 

The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Fairfield 
County  Medical  Society,  and  of  the  State  Medi- 
cal Society.  Socially,  he  was  first  affiliated 
with  the  F.  & A.  M.  in  Eureka  Lodge, 
Bethel,  thence  demitted  to  Monroe  (now  Wash- 
ington) Lodge  No.  19,  Monroe;  is  a member  of 
Butler  Chapter  and  Clinton  Commandery  No.  3, 
K.  T.,  of  Norwalk.  Politically,  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  he  has  ever  manifested  a deep  interest 
in  and  taken  his  part  in  the  support  of  all  meas- 
ures calculated  to  prove  of  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity at  large.  His  pleasant  and  affable  man- 
ner invariably  wins  for  him  friends,  and  as  one 
of  the  popular  and  honored  citizens  of  Fairfield 
county  he  stands  second  to  none. 


P:ATR1CK  KEANE,  deceased.  Although  taken 
away  at  a comparatively  early  age,  while  en- 
tering the  prime  of  manhood,  this  well-known 
manufacturer  of  Botsford  had  established  an  influ- 
ence in  his  community  which  was  second  to  none. 
Possessing  the  warm-heartedness  for  which  the 
Irish  race  is  noted,  he  had  won  hosts  of  friends 
among  all  classes,  and  as  a devout  member  of 
the  Catholic  Church  his  daily  life  was  such  as  to 
commend  his  religion  to  every  one,  irrespective 
of  creed.  His  death,  which  occurred  March  20, 
1896,  called  forth  many  sincere  tributes  to  his 
worth  as  a man  and  a citizen,  and  the  funeral 
eulogy  of  Father  Smith,  of  St.  Rose's  Church, 
contained  the  following  touching  words:  “One 

has  been  taken  from  us  who  could  be  truly  called 
a good  man.  He  was  truly  a practical  Catholic. 
He  was  a good  citizen,  and  all  spoke  highly  of 
him  without  regard  to  creed  or  nationality.  He 
had  bfeen  a dutiful  son,  a good  father,  and  an 
affectionate  brother.  How  true  these  words  are 
touching  all  his  relationships  no  one  knows  as 
as  well  those  who  are  connected  with  him. 
Those  who  were  his  neighbors  regarded  him  as 
kind  and  obliging."  The  editor  of  the  Newtown 
Bee,  speaking  through  the  columns  of  his  paper, 
said  in  part:  “ The  passing  away  of  Mr.  Keane  in 
the  prime  of  his  life  is  sincerely  regretted  bv  all 
our  citizens  of  whatever  creed.  He  was  of  a 
substantial  type,  square  in  his  business  dealings, 
a man  who  despised  hypocrisy  and  dishonesty  in 
business  or  wherever  it  showed  its  head.  If  he 
made  a promise  his  word  could  be  depended  upon, 
a characteristic  that  is  not  as  universal  as  it 


ought  to  be.  His  children,  yet  young,  can 
scarcely  realize  their  great  loss  in  the  death  of 
their  father  and  protector,  for  he  was  a man 
deeply  attached  to  his  children  and  chosen 
friends.” 

Mr.  Keane  was  born  March  12,  1853,  in 
County  Clare,  Ireland,  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Lillis)  Keane,  who  were  both  highly- 
esteemed  residents  of  Botsford.  Thomas  Keane 
was  born  in  Ireland  December  23,  1814,  and  for 
some  years  of  his  early  manhood  was  a farmer  in 
County  Clare,  but  in  1863  he  came  with  his  wife 
and  family  to  America,  locating  first  in  Monroe 
township,  this  county,  where  he  found  employ- 
ment with  a Mr.  Booth,  a manufacturer  of  stir- 
rups. After  his  son  settled  in  Botsford  he  also 
removed  there  and  became  interested  in  the 
business  of  button  manufacturing,  which  they 
carried  on  successfully  for  a number  of  years 
under  the  firm  name  of  Thomas  Keane  & Son. 
At  that  time  the  industry  was  in  a state  of  decay, 
but  they  infused  new  life  into  it  and  made  it  one 
of  the  chief  sources  of  prosperity  for  the  town. 
The  works  were  enlarged  as  time  passed,  and 
their  energetic  and  judicious  business  methods 
extended  their  trade  greatly.  Thomas  Keane 
died  February  4,  1896,  and  his  wife  on  De- 
cember 27,  1890.  Two  daughters  survive 

them,  Mrs.  Dennis  Crowe,  who  has  several 
children,  and  Miss  Norah  E.  Keane,  a lady  of 
fine  abilities  and  rare  kindness  of  heart,  who  has 
taken  charge  of  her  deceased  brother’s  children 
since  the  death  of  their  mother. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  about  ten  years 
old  when  he  came  to  this  country,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  Monroe  and  New- 
town townships.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  se- 
cured a position  as  clerk  with  Oliver  Botsford, ^at 
Botsford  Station,  remaining  there  until  1872, 
when  he  entered  the  employ  of  William  Pla'1' 
the  button  manufacturer  of  Botsford.  A fe" 
years  later  he  succeeded  to  the  business  in  part- 
nership with  his  father,  and  they  conducted  1 
with  the  most  gratifying  results,  as  noted  above. 
Our  subject,  being  naturally  gifted  as  a mechanic, 
put  his  inventive  genius  to  good  account  in  his 
own  establishment,  doing  his  repairing  and  mak- 
ing many  of  his  machines.  He  accumulated  a 
fine  property,  all  due  to  his  own  well-directed  e - 
forts.  In  politics  he  was  an  uncompromising 
Democrat,  and  for  several  years  he  was  a mem" 
ber  of  the  town  committee  of  his  party,  his  advice 
and  work  being  much  appreciated.  Ofncia 
honors  had  no  charms  for  him,  however,  an 
although  he  served  at  times  as  a member  of  t e 
I school  committee  and  board  of  relief  he  Pers’* 

I ently  refused  nomination  to  other  positions.  1 
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death,  which  was  caused  by  pulmonary  hemor- 
rhage, was  quite  unexpected,  for  although  he  had 
been  under  medical  care  for  several  months  his 
condition  was  not  thought  to  be  serious  until  a 
few  days  before  his  demise.  Beingnaturally  of  a 
buoyant  disposition,  it  is  doubtful  if  he  realized 
his  own  danger.  His  funeral  was  largely  at- 
tended by  the  townspeople,  all  classes,  parties 
and  creeds  uniting  in  the  final  tribute  of  respect. 
The  interment  took  place  at  St.  Rose’s  cemetery, 
and  was  preceded  by  a solemn  high  mass  for  the 
repose  of  the  soul.  Many  beautiful  floral  offer- 
ings gave  token  of  the  grief  of  friends  and  rela- 
tives, and  the  pall-bearers  were  leading  men  of 
the  community. 

In  1882  Mr.  Keane  married  Miss  Margaret 
hmnell,  by  whom  he  had  five  sons,  Mrs.  Keane 
dying  April  14,  1890,  at  the  birth  of  the  young- 
est. She  was  a daughter  of  Edward  Finnell 
formerly  a well-known  resident  of  Newtown,  and 
her  family  is  connected  by  blood  or  marriage 
whh  most  of  the  old  Catholic  families,  her  an! 
cestors  having  settled  here  many  years  ago. 
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now  retired  m"cantilP  Pursuits,  and  has 

Stratford  villa™.  ^ °d  fam.lly  h°mestead  near 
earlv  ^ ’ an  a^tractive  estate  to  which 

Mr  B°o^°nS  add  an  UnfaiIi“g  charm. 

Pioneer  ° J « V.ePresen‘a‘'ve  of  one  of  the 
Richard  Booth  ’ the"!  ^ dlre<|t  descendant  of 
Capt.  Les  Boo. ! “ttler  in  Stratford, 

ther,  was  a °furrsublect’s  great-grandfa- 

home there  thrniZ  °.  ^,ra,f°rd>  and  made  his 
grandfather  d ouf h'S  'fe‘  SiiaS  Booth’  the 
there,  and  for  man  Ject’  ™as  born  and  reared 
an  estate  of  whid/our^!  °lowed  forming  upon 
s,ead  is  a nortinn  u bjec!  s Present  home- 
J°nes.  widow  of  1m  e,marned  Ru*h  (Curtis) 
Pensioner  and  had  3C  l°?es’  a Revolutionary 

^bject’sf’athetmi.  Khlldren:  ,saac  P ' 

a 'arm  in  Stratford  married  Sarauel  Peck. 

Beardsley,  a fa°?P  “ar'a’  wbo  married  Henry 

married  Isaac  B ^tratfordi  Susan,  who 

,h€Ir  grandson,  Will^mB  R.ft[at,ord-  where 
Nancy,  who  died  in ?nsto1’  now  resides; 
resided  in  Bridgewrt  aS1  and  SilaS  C-  wh° 
°f  that  place  ° ’ and  w®sat  one  time  mayor 

‘SaaCP-  Bo°th’the  father  of  our  subject,  was 


born  in  Stratford  and  became  a farmer  at  the 
homestead,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1879. 
His  wife,  Abigail  (Wheeler),  who  died  in  1875, 
was  a daughter  of  Nathaniel  L.  Wheeler,  a well 
known  citizen  of  Stratford.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  this  worthy  couple:  Lewis  W.,  founder 

of  the  Booth  drug  store  in  Bridgeport  (he  died  in 
1883);  Charles,  who  died  in  1878,  in  Petersburg, 
Va.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness; John  J.,  our  subject;  Mary,  wife  of  Charles 
Fowler,  of  Galveston,  Texas;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Sanford  Southwick,  of  Galveston,  Texas;  Emily, 
unmarried;  George,  who  died  in  Texas,  in  1859, 
aged  twenty-two  years;  and  Adeline,  unmar- 
ried. 

John  J.  Booth  was  born  January  31, 
1827,  in  Stratford,  and  remained  at  home 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen,  when  he 
began  to  learn  the  tinner’s  trade  in  Bridge- 
port with  Porter,  Booth  & Co.  In  1851  he 
started  a retail  crockery  store  at  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  and  this  he  conducted  successfully  for 
about  seventeen  years.  In  1868  he  returned 
to  Bridgeport,  where  he  spent  sixteen  years 
in  the  L.  W.  Booth  drug  store,  and  he  has 
since  been  living  in  retirement  at  Stratford,  de- 
voting his  attention  chiefly  to  the  cultivation  of 
his  homestead,  which  contains  about  ten  acres. 
Although  he  has  not  taken  an  active  part  in  poli- 
tics, he  has  been  a stanch  Republican  ever  since 
the  organization  of  the  party,  and  he  is  interested 
in  all  that  relates  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. For  many  years  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  and  his 
family  have  always  held  a prominent  place  in 
social  life.  On  April  29,  1857,  he  married  Miss 
Jane  C.  Bunce,  daughter  of  Daniel  P.  Bunce,  of 
New  Haven,  and  three  children  brighten  the 
home:  Jennie  A.,  Georgianaand  Rinnie  C. 


WILL  W.  KIRK,  editor  and  proprietor  of 

the  New  Canaan  (Conn.)  Messenger , is 

one  of  the  progressive  and  enterprising  citizens 
of  Fairfield  county.  He  comes  of  Scotch  ex- 
traction, his  great-grandfather,  John  Kirk,  having 
at  an  early  day  emigrated  to  this  country  from 
Scotland. 

Born  March  6,  1852,  in  Patterson,  N.  Y., 
our  subject  received  his  education  at  the  com- 
mon schools  and  at  Prof.  Glendining's  Academy 
at  Stamford,  Conn.,  the  family  having  removed 
to  that  State  when  Will  W.  was  a child.  At 
Carmel,  N.  Y.,  he  learned  the  printer's  trade, 
and  after  working  nine  years  in  the  office  of  the 
Stamford  Advocate  he,  in  August,  1879,  pur- 
chased the  New  Canaan  Messenger,  at  New 
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Canaan,  and  has  conducted  that  paper  continu- 
ously ever  since,  having  by  his  ability,  shrewd- 
ness and  perseverance  made  it  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  most  newsy  journals  in  the  county. 

A leading  Republican,  Mr.  Kirk  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  party  and  in 
its  councils.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Warden  and  Burgesses  every  year 
since  the  incorporation  of  the  borough  system. 
He  has  been  a prominent  and  enthusiastic  mem- 
ber of  the  local  fire  department  since  it  was  es- 
tablished in  1880;  is  a member  of  Wooster 
Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F. ; of  Harmony  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M. ; and  of  Stamford  Council,  Royal  Arcanum. 
For  the  past  four  years  he  has  served  as 
Deputy  State  Factory  Inspector.  As  a loyal 
citizen,  he  is  true  to  all  the  duties  that  devolve 
on  him,  and  he  deservedly  enjoys  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  the  community. 


S\AMUEL  TWEEDY,  one  of  Danbury's  most 
!)  able  and  prominent  attorneys,  is  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Tweedy,  Scott  & Whittle- 
sey (formery  Brewster  & Tweedy),  and  his  repu- 
tation for  learning  and  ability  extends  far  beyond 
local  limits. 

Mr.  Tweedy  belongs  to  a well-known  family 
which  has  been  identified  with  Connecticut  from 
early  times.  He  is  of  the  fifth  generation  in  di- 
rect descent  from  John  Tweedy,  who  came  from 
Ireland  to  America  about  1738,  and  was  married 
at  Woodbury,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Jane  Edmunds, 
also  a native  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  They  had 
four  children:  Jane,  Samuel,  Ann  and  Smith. 
Samuel  Tweedy,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  March  1 8,  1776,  and  on  September  22, 
1805,  was  married  to  Ann  Burr.  Of  their  seven 
children,  two  died  in  infancy;  the  others  were: 
Oliver  B.,  Edgar  S.,  Mariette,  Edmund  and 
John  H.  Edgar  S.  Tweedy,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  May  23,  1808,  and  was  married  on 
June  4,  1834,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  S.  Belden.  Ten 
children  blessed  this  union:  Annie,  widow  of  C. 

H.  Benedict;  two  daughters,  both  named  Martha! 
who  died  in  infancy;  Edmund;  lennie  B. ; John; 
Samuel;  Edgar;  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy,’ 
and  Eleanor. 

Mr.  Tweedy,  our  subject,  was  born  April  21 
1846.  at  Danbury,  where  for  some  time  he  at- 
tended the  public  schools  and  a private  school 
conducted  by  Rev.  Frederick  Jackson  in  a build- 
ing which  is  now  known  as  the  “Turner  House  ” 
He  then  entered  Prof.  Olmstead  s school  at  Wil- 
ton  this  county,  to  prepare  for  college,  and  from 
1 864  to  1 868  he  pursued  a course  in  Yale  College 
graduating  in  the  latter  year.  Having  chosen 


law  as  a profession,  he  began  his  legal  studies  in 
the  Columbia  Law  School,  New  York  City,  and 
on  returning  to  Danbury  in  1870  he  entered  the 
office  of  Averill  & Brewster.  In  1871  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  and  engaged  in  practice  in 
partnership  with  his  preceptor.  Judge  Lyman  D. 
Brewster,  under  the  style  of  Brewster  & Tweedy, 
Mr.  Averill  having  retired  from  the  former  firm. 
The  new  partnership  continued  without  change 
until  July,  1878.  when  Howard  B.  Scott  was 
added,  the  firm  being  then  known  as  Brewster, 
Tweedy  & Scott.  In  September,  .1890,  Judge 
Brewster  ceased  to  be  a member,  and  since  that 
time  the  firm  has  been  Tweedy,  Scott  & Whittle- 
sey. They  have  a large  and  lucrative  practice, 
being  connected  on  one  side  or  the  other  with 
some  of  the  most  important  cases  arising  in  their 
locality. 

While  Mr.  Tweedy  is  a stanch  Republican,  he 
has  never  taken  an  active  part  in  political  work. 
He  is,  however,  to  be  found  as  a helper  on  the 
right  side  of  any  movement  which  promises  to 
benefit  his  community,  and  has  given  much  time 
to  educational  work,  having  served  ten  years  as 
a member  of  the  board  of  school  directors. 

In  1879,  Mr.  Tweedy  married  Mrs.  Carrie 
Krom,  daughter  of  Ira  and  Adah  M.  (Barden) 
Miller,  and  one  child  has  blessed  the  union, 
Maud  Eleanor  Douglass  Tweedy,  who isat  home. 
The  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Danbury,  and  are  prominent  in  the 
best  social  circles.  Mr.  Tweedy  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  Fraternity,  Union  Lodge  No.  4°.  F. 
& A.  M.,  Eureka  Chapter  No.  23,  R.  A.  M.. 
Crusader  Commandery  No.  10,  K.  T. , and 
Wooster  Council  No.  28,  R.  & S.  M. 


LEMUEL  P.  WETMORE,  deceased.  The 

manufacturing  interests  of  New  England 

have  played  such  a prominent  part  in  the  devel- 
opment of  that  region  that  the  public-spirited 
citizen  can  not  fail  to  feel  a keen  interest  in  the 
personal  history  of  those  who  have  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  the  manufacturing  business,  and  we 
here  present  to  our  readers  a brief  review  of  the 
life  of  Lemuel  P.  Wetmore,  of  Brookfield.  He 
was  born  October  10,  1825,  in  Newtown,  son  of 
Ephraim  P.  and  grandson  of  John  Wetmore. 

Ephraim  P.  Wetmore  was  born  at  Newtown, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  in  his  native  town 
learned  the  goldsmith’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  some  time.  His  next  venture  was  the  manu- 
facture of  combmakers’  tools,  which  he  carried 
on  for  many  years,  and  he  finally  engaged  in  tin- 
smithing.  He  married  Miss  Sophia  Griflen, 
daughter  of  Peleg  Griflen,  of  Newtown,  and  they 
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became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely 
Mary  Jane,  who  married  Wheeler  Wilcox,  and  is 
now  deceased;  Emeline,  Mrs.  Fairchild,  de- 
ceased; Sarah,  deceased;  Cyrus,  of  Roxbury, 
Conn. ; Lemuel  P. ; Henriette,  deceased  wife  of 
Walter  Simpson;  Harriet,  Mrs.  Parmalee.of  Iowa, 
and  Cornelia,  Mrs.  Simpson,  of  Iowa.  The 
father  of  this  family  was  active  in  the  work  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  held  the  office  of  col- 
Jector  and  sealer  of  measures. 

vonJhTu1  P;  Wetmore  Passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  Newtown,  where  he  attended  the  pub- 

cametoRr/w;'?..  ‘be  age  °f  six,een-  when  he 
me  to  Brookfield  in  company  with  a cooper 

Heffien  w‘,hthHm  "V*16  tr3de  aboutsi*  months.’ 
1™  "°rkad  >}  ‘he  limekiln  for  awhile,  later 

Burdick  the  blacksm,th  s ^de  under  John  L. 
three  year*  h * *er,vwg  an  apprenticeship  of 

himseH  anHh  °Pen.,ed  “P  8 blacksmi‘b  shop  for 
He  fnatnd  en^ed  ln  business  for  thirty  years. 

anrfXf  0ne  year  in  Putnam  county,  N Y 

pteymSratsUring  t0  B[°0kfidd  he  secured  em: 

Company  whire^he^  the  ,Tomhnson  Knife 
l ^ nere  ne  remained  two  vear-9  Hp 

as  " mfmblTgIdgthniVfieS  and  doin6  custom  w°rk 
irmrB  T • , of  ,be  firm  of  Wildman  & Wet- 

wlf -interest  in  the  °ld 

firm  became  Wl]dman  retired,  and  the 

Bennett  being  Mr  wnn  e"nett’  John  F- 
Bennett  6 j f . Wlldman  s successor.  Mr. 
'ook  hLd  Land  h*  *>"•  Frederick  A.  Bennett, 
more  retired  " 1 1'6 S^'  -ln  1884  Mr-  Wet- 

farm,  on  which  he  ^ bu®,ness  and  bought  a 
days  in  quiet  andhcomfed  ,he  remainder  of  his 

his  early^ industry  h ’ reaping  the  reward  of 
17,  >897  and  £ w^er?,aSSed  away  September 
November  81898  f0"0Wed  him  t0  the  grave 

was  worried  to 
Reed,  andttvabPeed’a  daueh‘er  Tilly  W. 
dren,  three  o/who™ ' /?a!'ents  °f  four  chil- 

wi,e  of  John  Batem  llv,ngl  viz’ : Helen, 

and  Vernon  C M?  w!  deceasedi  John  C. 

Publican,  political  I"0re  Was  a strong  Re- 
dman. He  d he  served  his  town  as 

temperance,  and  hTs,ronW°  r in  the  Sons  °f 

dear  open  face  th  ‘ g'  v,g°rous  frame,  and 


in  the  ship  “ Lion"  in  1632,  and  settled  in  Rox- 
bury, Mass.,  where  he  died  late  in  the  year  1634. 
Like  many  other  emigrants,  he  left  his  family  in 
the  old  country  while  he  was  preparing  a home 
tor  them,  and  in  the  spring  of  1634  his  wife  and 
children  joined  him  in  Roxbury.  He  had  five 
children:  William,  Thomas,  Mary,  John  and 
Philip;  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a 
leading  agriculturist  and  dairyman  of  Trumbull 
township,  is  a direct  descendant  of  the  eldest 


; consistently  followed. 

L which  hasC£TDro ' • ^ Curtiss  fami’y. 

hls  county  from  Prominent]y  identified  with 

rom  1 William  Curtis"  wb  “meS'  is  descend«d 
m Curtis,  who  came  from  England 


son. 

II.  William  Curtiss  settled  in  Stratford,  this 
county,  in  1639,  with  his  widowed  mother  and 
his  brother  John,  being  among  the  first  to  locate 
at  that  place.  He  died  December  15,  1702,  and 
his  will,  which  was  dated  December  1 5 of  that 
year,  was  proved  on  the  31st  of  the  same  month. 
The  name  of  his  first  wife  is  not  now  known,  but 
m 1680  he  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Goodrich,  widow 
of  Ensign  William  Goodrich,  of  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  and  daughter  of  Matthew  Morris,  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.  She  died  about  1702.  William 
Curtiss  had  nine  children,  whose  names,  with 
dates  of  birth,  are  as  follows:  Sarah,  October  to, 
1642;  Jonathan,  February  14,  1644;  Joshua,  Oc- 
tober i,  1646;  Abigail,  April  21,  1650;  Daniel, 
November  16,  1652;  Elizabeth,  September  13, 
1654;  Ebenezer,  July  6,  1657;  Zachariah,  No- 
vember 14,  1659;  and  Josiah,  August  30,  1662. 

III.  Zachariah  Curtiss  died  in  June,  1748, 
aged  eighty-nine  years,  and  his  wife  Hannah,  a 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Porter,  died  in  1738  at 
the  age  of  seventy- three.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren: Zachariah, who  is  mentioned  below;  Nath- 
aniel, who  was  married  November  27,  1712,  to 
Hannah  Wells;  and  Jeremiah,  born  in  May,  1706. 

IV.  Zachariah  Curtiss  was  married  January 

9,  1721,  to  Mary  , and  died  June  12, 

1748.  They  had  seven  children,  whose  names 
with  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Mitchell, 

January,  172-;  Eunice.  October  3,  1722;  Mary, 
November  6,  1724;  Rhoda,  January  19,  1726; 
Beulah,  February  5,  1727;  Mitchell  (2),  Septem- 
ber 21,  1729;  and  Susannah,  October  6,  1736. 

V.  Mitchell  Curtiss  (2)  was  married  February 
1 1 • >753-  Phoebe  Peet,  daughter  of.- Deacon 
Thomas  Peet,  and  had  the  following  children: 
Zachariah,  born  September  17,  1753,  who  mar- 
ried Verona  Edwards;  Daniel  Mitchell,  who  is 
mentioned  below;  Mary  Ann,  born  November  7, 
1756;  Phoebe,  born  July,  1764:  and  Isaac,  born 
in  December,  1766. 

VI.  Daniel  Mitchell  Curtiss,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  January  5,  1755,  and  died 
April  27,  1830.  On  June  24,  1779,  he  married 
Huldah  Burr,  and  they  had  ten  children,  whose 
names  with  dates  of  birth  are  here  given:  Justus 
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Burr,  January  27,  1780;  Ely,  September  16, 
1781;  Mary.  August  2,  1783;  Dav>d-  February  9. 
1786;  Daniel,  March  8.  1788;  Hepzibah,  Sep- 
tember 29,  1790;  Lucy,  November  28,  1792; 
Huldah,  January  23.  1 795 : Alvin,  September  29, 
1798;  and  Ira,  December  8,  1800. 

Vll.  Ira  Curtiss,  our  subject's  father,  who 
died  June  21,  1849,  was  reared  in  the  town  of 
Trumbull,  near  Nichols,  where  he  attended 
school  during  boyhood.  He  followed  farming  as 
an  occupation,  and  always  resided  at  the  old 
homestead.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig,  while  in 
religious  faith  he  was  a Methodist.  On  Decem- 
ber 26,  1833.  he  married  Mrs.  Sally  (Bradley) 
Burritt,  of  Stratford,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children:  Caroline,  born  October  28,  1834, 

died  September  2,  1835;  Lewis  Mix,  our  subject; 
and  Henry  Burr,  born  September  29,  1840,  who 
now  resides  at  No.  348  Noble  avenue,  Bridgeport. 
Our  subject’s  mother,  who  was  bom  April  28, 
1798,  and  died  April  3,  1885,  was  a daughter  of 
Israel  and  Mary  (Hotchkiss)  Bradley,  formerly 
well-known  residents  of  Milford,  Conn.,  and  her 
marriage  to  her  first  husband,  Isaac  Burritt,  oc- 
curred March  31,  -181 8. 

VIII.  Lewis  M.  Curtiss  was  born  August  27, 

1 837,  at  the  old  homestead  near  the  village  of 
Nichols,  and  his  education  was  begun  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  that  place.  Later  he  attended  the 
high  school  at  Milford,  and  on  leaving  school  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  there  to  the  tinsmith's 
trade.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Wheeler  & Wilson  Sewing  Machine  Company  at 
Bridgeport,  remaining  five  years,  but  in  1 862  he 
returned  to  the  old  homestead,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  The  estate  is  beautifully  located, 
and  is  known  as  City  View  Farm.  Mr.  Curtiss 
makes  a specialty  of  dairying,  in  which  he  has 
met  with  gratifying  success. 

On  July  11,  1861,  Mr.  Curtiss  was  married 
in  Milford  to  Miss  Catherine  Miles  Baldwin, 
daughter  of  Elijah  Baldwin,  a prominent  citizen 
of  Milford,  and  two  children  came  to  brighten 
their  home:  Walter  Bradley,  born  January  28, 
1866,  and  Eveline  Baldwin,  born  August  21, 
1870,  and  died  February  22,  1884.  The  family 
is  much  esteemed  socially,  and  Mr.  Curtiss  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Nichols,  and  affiliates  with  St.  John’s  Lodge  No. 
8,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Stratford. 


MEV.  WILLIAM  H.  HOLMAN,  pastor  of  the 

. First  Congregational  Church  at  Southport, 

has  ministered  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  that  so- 
ciety for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  during  his 
Jong  term  of  service  his  faithful  and  efficient 


labors  in  the  cause  of  Christ  have  been  recog- 
nized as  a potent  influence  for  good  throughout 
the  community.  While  the  duties  of  his  sacred 
calling  have  received  the  most  devoted  care,  he 
has  not  been  unmindful  of  the  many  channels  of 
helpfulness  which  lie  outside  of  Church  work,  and 
at  all  times  he  has  manifested  a hearty  sympathy 
with  educational  and  philanthropic  movements  of 
all  kinds. 

The  history  of  the  Church  of  which  he  has 
had  charge  for  so  many  years  will  be  of  interest 
to  our  readers.  The  pioneers  of  Southport  were 
at  first  dependent  upon  the  churches  at  Fairnele 
village  for  religious  privileges,  but  in  the  year 
1843  a movement  was  set  on  foot  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a more  convenient  place  of  worship. 
Accordingly  a meeting  was  held  in.  Southport  on 
February  18,  1843,  at  which  it  was  resolved  by 
the  members  of  the  Fairfield  congregation  pres- 
ent to  organize  themselves  into  a separate  body 
to  be  denominated  '‘The  Congregational  Church 
of  Southport.”  Letters  were  sent  to  five 
Churches  in  the  vicinity,  namely,  the  First  Church 
of  Fairfield,  the  First  and  Second  Churches  in 
Bridgeport,  and  the  congregations  in  Greenfield 
and  Norwalk,  inviting  them  to  send  their  pastors 
and  delegates  to  meet  in  council  with  the  South- 
port  members  “ for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 
Church  of  Christ  in  the  Borough  of  Southport. 
This  council  met  on  March  7,  1843.  and  as  e 
purpose  of  the  petitions  was  approved,  the  new 
Church  was  formally  organized  with  a member- 
ship of  twenty-eight.  A sermon  was  preached 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Atwater,  of  Fairfield,  and  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day  the  house  was  e 1 
cated,  Rev.  Dr.  Hewit,  of  Bridgeport,  preaching 
the  dedication  sermon.  On  application,  e 
Church  was  received  into  the  Consociation  o 
the  Western  district  of  Fairfield  county,  on  June 
6,  1843.  The  first  members  of  the  Church  were 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  Alvord.  Elias  P.  Benham, 
Mrs.  Rachel  M.  Benham.  Mrs.  Miranda  BoiKe- 
ley,  Levi  Down,  Mrs.  Peggy  Lacey,  Frederics 
Marquand,  Mrs.  Hetty  Marquand,  Anna  Osbor  ' 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Osborn,  Jeremiah  Osborn,  r ■ 
Abigail  Osborn,  Austin  Perry,  Mrs.  Emily  • 
Perry.  Mary  A.  Perry,  Delia  F.  Perry,  Fra 
cis  D.  Perry,  Mrs.  Ann  Eliza  Perry,  Oj 
H.  Perry.  Mrs.  Eliza  P.  Robinson,  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Sherwood,  Mrs.  Catherine  G.  Sherw  • 
Edward  A.  Smith,  Mrs.  Esther  M-  , . ’ 

Walter  Thorp.  Mary  C.  Thorp,  and  Maurice 
Wakeman.  In  1880  the  Church  had  a member- 
ship of  167,  and  at  present  there  are  19°  me 

The  building,  completed  in  1843,  was  used  by 
the  congregation  as  a place  of  worship  u 
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1874,  when  it  was  removed  and  a handsome  and 
substantial  edifice  erected  on  its  site.  This  was 
dedicated  February  2,  1876,  Rev.  S.  J.  M.  Mer- 
win,  then  of  Wilton,  preaching  from  Haggai  1 1 , 
9:  "The  glory  of  this  latter  house  shall  be 
greater  than  of  the  former,  saith  the  Lord  of 
Hosts,  and  in  this  place  will  1 give  peace,  saith 
the  Lord  of  Hosts.”  He  was  assisted  in  the 
service  by  Rev.  Dr.  Atwater,  Rev.  Charles  E. 
Lindsley,  and  Rev.  George  E.  Hill.  The  first 
pastor  of  the  Church  was  Rev.  Samuel  J.  M. 
Merwin,  who  was  ordained  December  18,  1844. 
and  remained  in  charge  until  May  3,  1859. 
He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Charles  E.  Lind- 
siey  (February  29,  1 860-February  16,  1869): 
Rev  George  El.  Hill  (March  22,  1870-Decem- 
ber  2,  1876),  and  Rev.  William  H.  Holman 
was^damed  and  installed  as  pastor  on  June  12, 

Hnii"100!8  °ther  worthy  enterprises  to  which  Mr. 
the  Peo„hfiTen  h'S  influence  we  may  mention 
tution  Wh?  KL,bra,ri'  at  SouthP°n'  a public  insti- 

Cedt'atrf  be  3 Credit  t0  any  ci*y  in  ‘be 

umes  it  kn  , EXCCpt  m the  number  of  vo1- 
libraries  T'  SU‘passed  ,n  ®ny  respect  by  the 
lecHon  of  k arg!St  cities-  and  ‘he  choice  se- 
a minimumWOrTk  re^“ces  ‘bat  disadvantage  to 
through  th  be  . bbrary  was  opened  in  1894 

S.  Krr  Mr-  “nd  Mrs-  Elb'M  ® 

made  anH  ♦ numerous  improvements  were 
its  kL  d a preSent  the  building  is  a model  of 
S.SiS*”?"1’.'  k,'“  “PpB*nco”or  con- 

"I  books.  I,  is 

apparatus  for  ?•  S‘?am-heat,nB  plant  and  electr: 
latLt  design  suSSl  e’  a,  Stora?e  battery  of  th 
way  the  Ln  PP  yiu6thepower-  and  in  ever 

effectively  The  l»erSfi  haVe  S0Ught  t0  carry  or 
y ,he  beneficent  purpose  of  its  founders 


Bennett 

— been  for  n 


J been"form^LACKMAN’  oi  Newt°wn. 
public  affairs  in  bisl^r  re6arded  as  a lead, 
now  retired  from  ?cabty,  and  although  he 
and  political  KfT  act,veapar‘ic'Pation  in  busi 
‘be  community6'  h’S  ,nfluen«  * still  marke 

families  of  ^aTnton  ^!on?s  t0  one  o{  the 

* Pandfather^James^Bl'arlc  ‘°Wn  ?f  New“ 

bom  some  wester,  6S  “lackman,  having  c 
t0  the  Revolutin  P°'nt  t0  iocate  ‘here  prev 

Pioneer  was  a ar  ary  ,Tar-  This  wel>-kn 

lar8e  tract  of  lanT  w °CCUpa,ion  a"d  ov 
Cltiaen,  and  was  • „ -Was  Prom'i>ent  i 
Work.  being  an  ar!Py  lnterested  in  relig 
Ch“fchanda  siaT  •member  of  the  Episc 

Miss  Sylvia  Hitchcock  choir'  He  mar 
°°ck>  and  they  had  five  1 


dren,  viz. : Beers,  who  became  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  Danbury;  Lucy,  who  married  Peter  Hurd; 
Eunice  (Mrs.  Sherman);  Hawley  and  Samuel  B.’ 

Samuel  Blackman,  our  subject’s  father,  being 
the  youngest  son,  inherited  the  homestead,  a 
large  estate  near  the  '‘Rackets,”  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  throughout  his  life.  He  was  never 
inclined  to  public  life,  and  took  little  interest  in 
local  affairs  of  a political  nature,  but  for  years 
he  was  a leading  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  died  in  1870.  He  married  Eunice 
Ann  Skidmore,  daughter  of  Abel  Skidmore,  of 
Lake  George  District,  and  they  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  James,  a resident  of  Newtown,  who 
died  in  1894;  A.  Beers,  who  resides  in  Buffalo; 
Lucy  (deceased),  who  married  William  Guire,  of 
Bethel,  this  county;  Lacy,  who  died  in  Bridge- 
port, this  county;  Maryette,  wife  of  Wilson  Lyon, 
of  Bethel;  Bennett,  our  subject;  Clark,  a resi- 
dent of  Taunton  District,  town  of  Newtown;  and 
Charlotte,  wife  of  Stephen  Burns,  of  Bridgeport. 

Our  subject  was  born  June  14,  1820,  at  the 
old  homestead  in  the  town  of  Newtown.  At  an 
early  age  he  learned  the  trade  of  combmaker,  and 
from  1 840  to  1848  he  followed  that  business  at 
the  “Neck,”  near  Lake  George.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  butchering,  locating  first  in  Hawlevville 
in  1850,  and  in  1862  removing  to  Newtown, 
where  he  continued  the  business  until  1881, 
when  he  relinquished  it  to  his  son,  John  H. 
Blackman.  In  all  his  undertakings  he  was  suc- 
cessful, and  notwithstanding  the  pressure  of 
business  cares,  he  found  time  to  take  an  active 
part  in  the  various  movements  of  his  day  and 
locality.  In  1876  he  represented  his  town, in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  he  was  constable  for 
twenty  years,  member  of  the  board  of  relief  one 
year,  grand  juror  for  twenty  years,  and  assessor 
for  one  term.  Mr.  Blackman  has  always  shown  a 
ready  sympathy  with  religious  work,  and  is  a 
member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  at  New- 
town. He  has  been  twice  married,  first  time  in 
1840,  to  Miss  Hepsa  Sheppard,  daughter  of  Orrin 
Sheppard,  of  Newtown.  She  died  November  27, 
1856,  and  in  January,  i860,  Mr.  Blackman 
wedded  Elizabeth  Platt,  who  passed  away  in 
August,  1889.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  two 
children:  Susan  Jane  and  John  Henry;  the 

daughter  married  (first)  Rockwell  Smith,  of 
Brookfield,  who  met  a soldier’s  death  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  (second)  she  wedded  Rufus  Short,  of 
Bethel,  this  county. 

John  H.  Blackman,  the  younger  child  and 
only  son  of  our  subject,  is  a worthy  representa- 
tive of  this  highly-respected  family.  From  early 
manhood  he  was  associated  with  his  father  in 
business,  and  since  the  spring  of  1881,  when  he 
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purchased  the  meat  market,  he  has  successfully  the  age  of  eighteen;  and  Charles  B.,  our  subject, 
conducted  it  on  his  own  account.  This  is  now  There  were  three  children  by  the  second  union: 
one  of  the  oldest  establishments  in  the  town,  and  John  Timmeron,  who  entered  the  Union  army 
is  the  only  one  of  the  kind  on  the  street.  He  during  the  Civil  war,  was  wounded  and  captured 
deals  chiefly  in  native  beef,  and  in  all  ways  seeks  at  the  battle  of  Tybee  Island,  and  died  in  a prison 
to  deserve  the  confidence  of  his  customers.  In  at  Charleston,  S.  C. ; Catherine  Ann,  who  died 
December,  1875.  he  married  Miss  Isabel]  Win-  in  infancy;  and  Granville  Orrin,  now  a resident 
ton,  daughter  of  Oscar  Winton,  a well-known  of  Danbury.  Our  subject’s  mother  was  born  at 
resident  of  Grays  Plain  District,  town  of  New-  Danbury.  January  14.  1816,  and  died  April  1 8, 
town;  no  children  have  blessed  this  union.  Mr.  1889.  Through  her  father,  Zoroaster  Bamum, 
Blackman  and  his  wife  are  prominent  socially,  she  was  related  to  the  well-known  Connecticut 
and  he  is  a member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  family  of  that  name,  and  her  mother,  Betsey 
of  Newtown,  and  of  various  fraternal  orders,  be-  Benedict,  was  a lineal  descendant  of  one  William 
longing  to  Hiram  Lodge  No.  18,  F.  & A.  M.,  Benedict  I,  who  lived  in  Nottinghamshire,  Eng- 
the  Knights  of  Honor,  the  B.  P.  O.  E.,  of  land,  about  the  year  1500.  He  had  one  son, 
Bridgeport,  of  which  he  is  a charter  member,  William  II,  who  also  had  an  only  son  called 
and  Samaritan  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Danbury;  William  III.  The  third  William  had  an  only 
his  father  was  at  one  time  connected  with  the  child  called  Thomas  IV,  born  in  1617,  who  was 
last  named  order.  He  has  also  been  actively  put  out  as  an  apprentice  to  a weaver,  and  after- 
identified  with  local  movements  of  different  kinds,  ward,  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  his  age.  came  to 
and  has  been  foreman  of  the  Newtown  Volunteer  New  England  together  with  his  step-sister.  Mary 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company  ever  since  its  organ-  Bridgam,  whom  he  married.  They  settled  at 
ization  in  1883.  Politically,  he  is  a Democrat,  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  from  there  they  moved 
and  he  is  one  of  the  best-known  managers  of  the  to  Southhold,  Long  Island,  where  were  born  to 
party  in  his  vicinity.  Since  1 876  he  has  held  the  them  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely: 
office  of  constable  continuously,  except  for  one  Thomas,  John,  Samuel,  James,  Daniel,  Betty, 
year,  and  in  1879  he  served  as  a member  of  the  Mary,  Sarah  and  Rebecca.  In  1657  he  resided  at 
State  Legislature;  in  1891,  during  the  memor-  Huntington,  Long  Island.  In  1663  he  moved  to 
able  deadlock  in  the  Legislature,  he  acted  as  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  in  the  ensuing  year  he  was 
doorkeeper  of  the  Senate.  appointed  selectman  of  the  town  and  also  town 

clerk.  He  held  the  latter  office  until  1674.  and 

was  selectman  until  1688.  In  i67ohewasrepre- 

€HARLES  BAILEY  MASON.  Public  officials  sentative  of  Norwalk  in  the  General  Assem- 
_ who  will  use  their  positions  as  vantage  ground  bly,  and  again  in  1675.  In  the  patent  granted 
for  securing  to  the  people  the  greatest  possible  by  the  General  Court  in  1686,  confirming  the 
good  are  rare,  and  the  good  citizens  of  Danbury  title  of  Norwalk,  Thomas  Benedict’s  name  is  in- 
have  shown  their  appreciation  of  the  fact  in  the  serted  as  a patentee.  In  May.  1684.  the  General 
hearty  endorsement  which  they  have  given  to  this  Court  appointed  him  and  three  others  to  plant  a 
able  and  public-spirited  gentleman.  At  present  town  above  Norwalk  at  Paquage.  and  in  the  fall 
Mr.  Mason  is  postmaster  of  that  city,  but  his  of  that  year  and  the  spring  of  1685  Samuel  and 
reputation  for  ability  and  faithfulness  was  estab-  James,  sons  of  Thomas,  and  six  others  with  their 
lished  years  ago  in  other  responsible  positions,  families  settled  there,  the  land  having  been  pur- 
Danbury  will  not  soon  forget  his  services  as  se-  chased  from  the  Indians.  They  asked  that  their 
lectman,  and  many  substantial  improvements  settlement  might  be  called  Swamfield,  but  in 
stand  as  a monument  to  his  zeal  and  foresight.  1687  the  General  Court  denied  their  request  and 
As  Mr.  Mason  can  claim  descent  in  the  ma-  called  it  Danburv.  Thomas  Benedict  is  identi- 
ternal  line  from  several  old  New  England  families,  fied  with  the  founding  of  the  first  Presbyterian 
his  ancestral  record  is  of  more  than  usual  interest,  Church  in  America,  in  Jamaica  in  1662.  He  held 
and  may  suitably  introduce  his  personal  history,  the  office  of  commissioner  when  the  Dutch  Gov- 
His  father,  Charles  B.  Mason,  who  was  born  in  ernor  Stuyvesant,  of  New  York,  surrendered 
New  York  City,  January  20,  1807,  died  February  New  York  to  the  English,  and  was  a delegate 
2,  1S42,  nearly  five  months  before  our  subject  from  Jamaica  to  the  first  Legislative  body  con- 
w'as  born.  The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  vened  in  New  York. 

was  Caroline  Barnum,  contracted  a second  mar-  In  the  various  Indian  wars  of  his  time  he 
riage,  in  1844*  with  Peter  M.  Holmes.  By  her  took  an  active  part,  and  was  appointed,  y 
first  marriage  she  had  three  children:  Mary  A.,  Governor  Nichols,  of  New  York,  lieutenant  0 

who  died  in  infancy;  Mary  Emeline,  who  died  at  the  Foot  Company,  of  Jamaica,  his  commission 
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being  dated  at  New  York  April  7,  1665.  His 
will,  which  was  executed  February  28,  16S9, 
states  he  was  “ weak  of  body,  aged  seventy-three 
years,  yet  of  perfect  mind  and  memory.”  Sam- 
uel Benedict  V,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  at 
Southhold,  L.  I.,  in  1641,  and  continued  to  re- 
side with  his  father  until  after  his  removal  to 
Norwalk,  Conn.  He  was  married  July  7,  1678, 
to  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Thomas  Andrews,  of 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  had  five  children,  namely: 
Thomas,  Nathaniel,  Abraham,  Rebecca  and 
Esther.  He  settled  at  Danbury,  in  1684,  with 
his  brother  James,  and  his  brother-in-law,  James 
Beebe,  and  thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  majority 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Danbury  were  of  Benedict 
stock  and  connection.  They  soon  built  a little 
church,  40x30  feet,  and  when  its  frame  was 
raised  every  person  in  the  town  was  present  and 
sat  together  on  its  sills.  Samuel,  who  had  been 
a deacon  of  the  Church  while  a resident  of  Nor- 
walk, was  first  deacon  of  the  Church.  He  was 
named  as  the  patentee  in  the  Patent  of  Danbury, 
granted  by  the  General  Assembly,  May,  1702. 
Inventory  of  his  will,  dated  April  17.  1719, 
shows  a total  of  £185,  ns.  5d.  Abraham  VI. 
son  of  Samuel,  was  born  June  2t,  1681.  He 
married  Sarah  Hickok,  and  had  eight  children, 
namely:  Abraham,  Timothy,  Jabez,  Israel,  Silas, 
Rebecca,  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  His  will  was  pro- 
bated June  15,  1779.  Jabez  VII,  son  of  Abra- 
ham, married  Charity  Booth,  and  resided  in  Dan- 
bury, Conn.,  Cornwall,  Conn.,  and  Johns- 
town, N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1801.  He  had 
five  children:  Eunice,  Rachel,  Sarah,  Jabez, 

and  Ephraim.  Ephraim  VIII,  son  of  Jabez,  was 
born  February  4,  1765,  and  married  September 
30,  1784,  Betsey,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
Curtis,  of  Danbury.  She  was  born  June  16, 
1765.  and  died  September  9,  1825.  He  was 
married  again,  May  2,  1827,  to  Widow  Anna 
Barlow,  who  died  in  November.  1865,  aged 
ninety-eight  years  and  four  months.  Ephraim 
Benedict  died  at  Danbury  April  27,  1S49.  He 
served  three  months  in  the  Revolutionary  army; 
his  father-in-law,  Samuel  Curtis,  served  as  en- 
sign in  eight  companies  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war,  and  three  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Ephraim  had  seven  children,  all  by  his  first  wife, 
namely:  John  Curtis,  Sarah.  Jabez,  Ruth,  Bet- 

sey, Roswell,  and  Elias  Curtis.  Betsey  IX, 
daughter  of  Ephraim,  was  born  April  7,  1796, 
and  in  1818  she  married  Zoroaster  Barnum,  and 
had  two  children:  Caroline  X,  our  subject’s 

mother,  and  Eliza;  she  died  at  Danbury  Oc- 
tober 19,  1873. 

As  will  be  seen,  Mr.  Mason  is  of  the  eleventh 
generation  from  William  Benedict  I,  of  Not- 


tinghamshire, and  those  who  are  fond  of  tracing 
hereditary  influences  may  ascribe  his  fidelity  to 
the  public  welfare  to  the  same  patriotism  which 
animated  his  ancestors  in  the  Benedict  and  Cur- 
tis lines  during  the  early  days,  when  their  duties 
required  hard  service  in  camp  and  on  battlefield. 
Mr.  Mason  is  a native  of  the  town  which  his  an- 
cestors helped  to  found,  and  first  saw  the  light 
June  26,  1842,  at  No.  13  Franklin  street.  The 
house,  which  was  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  built  in  Danbury,  was  moved  to  its  pres- 
ent location  in  1840,  and  transformed  into  a 
dwelling.  After  attending  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  place  for  some  time,  Mr.  Mason  began 
his  business  career  at  the  age  of  fourteen  as  a 
clerk  in  N.  T.  Hoyt’s  grocery,  where  he  remained 
three  years,  and  the  next  two  years  were  spent 
in  similar  employment  with  William  G.  Randall. 
He  then  entered  the  department  store  of  Bene- 
dict & Nichols,  being  employed  as  buyer  and 
manager  of  the  hardware  department.  In  1865 
he  formed  a partnership  with  David  P.  Nichols 
and  Samuel  C.  Smith,  and  purchased  the  busi- 
ness, which  they  continued  under  the  firm  name 
of  D.  P Nichols  & Co.  until  1869.  In  that  year 
Mr.  Mason  went  to  New  York  City  and  organized 
the  wholesale  grocery  firm  of  Bennett,  Hawley  & 
Mason,  establishing  a store  at  No.  333  Green- 
wich street.  This  partnership  was  dissolved  in 
1872,  and  Mr.  Mason  became  connected  with  the 
wholesale  grocery  of  A.  J.  D.  Wedemeyer,  on 
Washington  street,  New  York,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1889.  Returning  to  Danbury,  he 
then  purchased  the  grocery  of  Peck  & Wildman, 
and  this,  until  1893,  was  conducted  under  the 
firm  name  of  Mason  & Co.,  Mr.  Mason’s  son 
being  associated  with  him  in  the  business.  He 
has  also  engaged  in  other  enterprises,  and  is  now 
a director  in  the  Danbury  and  Bethel  Street 
Railway  Company,  and  vice-president  of  the  Na- 
tional Building,  Bank  and  Loan  Association. 

In  1889  Mr.  Mason  began  his  successful  work 
in  municipal  affairs.  The  city  having  just  re- 
ceived its  charter,  he  was  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  water-works,  a position  which  he 
held  until  1891.  His  administration  attracted 
favorable  notice,  and  in  the  fall  of  1892  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  first  selectman  by  a plu- 
rality of  659  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  the  sig- 
nificance of  the  achievement  being  seen  when  it 
is  recalled  that  for  seven  years  previous  the  town 
had  gone  Republican  by  large  majorities.  He 
held  this  office  one  year,  and  before  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  he  was  again  appointed  (May, 
1 893)  to  the  post  of  superintendent  of  the  water- 
works. which  he  filled  until  April,  1895,  when  he 
received  a recess  appointment  as  postmaster. 
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On  December  19,  1895,  he  was  formally  con- 
firmed in  that  position  for  the  term  of  four  years. 
While  serving  as  superintendent  of  the  water- 
works he  instituted  the  first  systematic  record  of 
that  department,  and  having  seen  the  need  of 
more  business-like  methods  of  keeping  the  town 
accounts,  he  made  it  his  first  duty  as  selectman 
to  inaugurate  a better  system,  which  has  since 
been  adopted  in  many  other  towns  in  Connecti- 
cut. During  his  term  the  question  of  building  a 
new  almshouse,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State, 
was  voted  upon.  Mr.  Mason’s  influence  being 
potent  in  securing  a favorable  result,  and  the 
foundations  of  the  structure  were  laid  before  he 
retired  from  the  office.  He  also  gave  great  im- 
petus to  the  work  of  improving  the  roads,  and 
during  his  year  as  first  selectman  the  first  iron 
bridges  in  the  town  were  constructed.  He  was 
a member  of  the  committee  which  revised  the 
present  city  charter,  adopted  in  1 897.  He  has  also 
devoted  much  time  and  attention  to  educational 
matters,  and  since  1890  has  been  a member  of 
the  school  board  of  his  city.  Here,  as  else- 
where, his  energetic  support  of  progressive  meas- 
ures has  won  the  approval  of  the  best  element 
amoag  his  fellow-townsmen. 


Socially,  Mr.  Mason  is  a member  of  Union 
Lodge  No.  40,  F.  & A.  M.;  of  Eureka  Chapter 
No.  23,  R.  A.  M.;  of  Crusader  Commandery  No. 
10,  K.  T. ; of  the  Royal  Arcanum;  of  Pyramid 
Temple,  Order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  of  Progress- 
ive Lodge  No.  18,  I.  O.  O.  F.;  of  the  order  of 
the  Knights  of  Honor;  and  is  a member  of  the 
Connecticut  Sons  of  the  Revolution.  He  is  a 
member  of  St.  James  Church  (Protestant  Epis- 
copal), and  from  1862  to  1869  was  a vestryman. 
In  186/  he  was  one  of  a building  committee  of 
three  who  superintended  the  construction  of  the 
present  church  edifice. 


On  January  4,  1 863,  Mr.  Mason  was  married  i 
his  first  wife.  Miss  Mary  Augusta  Bennett,  daugl 
ter  of  Austin  and  Maria  Bennett,  of  Brookfieh 
Conn.  She  was  born  at  Lake  Mahopac,  N.  Y 
in  1845.  and  died  at  Danbury  in  1882.  Mr.  Mi 
son  formed  a second  matrimonial  union  th 
time  on  June  5,  1883,  with  Miss  Annie  Evalir 
Lovell,  who  was  born  at  New  Bedford,  Mass 
January  13,  1862,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Hem 
Sylvanus  and  Eliza  Ann  Lovell.  Mrs.  Masc 
also  came  from  Puritan  ancestry.  Her  paterm 
great-great-grandfather  was  Nathan  Briggs,  wh 
was  bom  September  22,  1716,  and  died  June  il 
1798.  Sarah,  his  wife,  was  born  January  2' 
,7I9.  and  died  July  15,  ,792.  They  had  ekv£ 
children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  etc 
are  as  follows  (old  style):  Lidea,  December  2< 
1745;  Sarah,  March  19,  1747,  died  January  il 


1830;  Nathan,  October  7,  1748;  Leonard,  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1750,  died  November  13,  1844;  Mary, 
October  11,  1751;  Stetson,  April  16,  1753,  died 
November  28,  1754;  (new  style):  Benjamin  and 
Rachel  (twins),  March  2,  1755  (Rachel  died 
March  12,  1818);  Jesse,  May  14,  1757,  died 
March  3,  1841;  Hannah,  October  5,  1758;  and 
Rowland,  September  28,  1760,  died  October  25, 
1781.  Leonard,  fourth  son  of  Nathan  and  Sarah 
Briggs,  was  born  at  Wareham,  Mass.,  and  died 
at  Sylvanus  Lovell's  home  at  Middleboro,  Mass. 
The  abstract  from  the  record  index  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary archives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts reveals  the  following:  Leonard  Briggs 
appears  with  the  rank  of  private  on  the  muster 
and  pay  roll  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Hammond’s  com- 
pany, as  enlisting  July  17,  1775;  time  of  service, 
five  months,  twenty  days.  He  appears  with  the 
rank  of  private  in  a return  of  Capt.  David  Nye’s 
company.  Colonel  Sprout’s  regiment,  as  in  service 
seven  days,  having  marched  to  Dartmouth,  on  an 
alarm,  September  3,  1778,  in  the  Second  Com- 
pany of  Wareham.  He  appears  with  the  rank 
of  private  on  the  muster  and  pay  roll  of  Capt. 
Jacob  Haskins’  company.  Col.  John  Hathaway’s 
regiment,  for  service  at  Rhode  Island,  enlisted 
March  19,  1779,  discharged  April  15,  1779-  He 
also  appears  with  the  rank  of  private  on  muster 
and  pay  roll  of  Capt.  Simeon  Cobb's  company, 
under  command  of  Capt.  Samuel  Fisher,  Third 
regiment,  Gen.  Godfrey’s  brigade,  detached  for 
four  weeks  for  service  at  Rhode  Island.  He  en- 
listed August  14,1779;  time  of  service,  one  month 
and  two  days.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
British  and  escaped  from  jail,  but  suffered  ill 
health  ever  after  because  of  the  exposure  and 
privation  endured.  He  wrote  a history  of  his 
experiences  during  the  war,  which  was  very  inter- 
esting, but  was  unfortunately  destroyed.  He 
married  Hope,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lidia 
Mood.  She  was  born  in  Maine,  October  15. 
1757.  and  died  at  the  home  of  Sylvanus  Lovell, 
in  Middleboro,  Mass.,  February  9,  1837.  Eight 
children  came  to  them:  Ancil,  born  December 
26,  1781,  was  caught  in  a mill  wheel  and  killed 
January  18,  1793:  Howland,  born  November  4» 
1783.  died  in  Maine  suddenly  while  drinking  a 
cup  of  coffee;  Martha,  born  November  3,  17^51 
Deborah,  born  March  28.  1788,  married  Aber- 
deen Keith;  Keziah,  born  September  12,  179°> 
married  Philip  Leonard;  Hope,  born  March  5, 
*793.  married  Alen  Bronson,  and  died  September 
I2,  1832;  Betsey,  born  December  24,  1796,  mar- 
ried Foster  Keith;  Joann,  born  May  22,  1799.  a* 
Middleboro.  Mass.,  died  July  11,  1869,  at  New 
Bedford,  Mass.  She  married  Sylvanus  Lovell, 
who  was  born  at  Wareham,  Mass.,  and  died  at 
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New  Bedford  October  26,  1854.  Three  children 
were  born  to  them:  Joann  Frances,  Lucy  Ann, 
and  Henry  Sylvanus,  who  was  born  at  Carver, 
Mass.,  March  4,  1828,  and  died  at  New  Bedford 
June  15,  1896.  He  was  married  March  23,  1851, 
to  Eliza  Ann,  who  was  born  at  New  Bedford, 
June  5,  1833.  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
Dunham.  Five  children  came  to  them:  Charles 
Henry,  born  May  22,  1852;  Walter  Herbert, 
October  18,  1854;  Hattie  Eliza,  June  2,  1856; 
Caroline  F.,  April  8,  i860;  and  Annie  Evaline, 
January  13,  1862.  Annie  Evaline  Lovell  Ma- 
son’s branch  of  the  Lovell  family  is  as  follows: 
Robert  Lovell  was  admitted  as  freeman  in  Eng- 
land in  1635.  John,  son  of  Robert,  came  to 
Weymouth,  Mass.,  in  1655.  James,  son  of  John; 
Jacob,  son  of  James;  Joseph,  son  of  Jacob;  Syl- 
vanus, son  of  Joseph;  Sylvanus,  son  of  Sylvanus; 
Henry  Sylvanus,  son  of  Sylvanus;  Annie  Evaline, 
daughter  of  Henry  Sylvanus. 

Mrs.  Mason’s  maternal  ancestors  were  like- 
wise of  Revolutionary  stock.  Her  great-grand- 
father, Nathaniel  Downs,  was  born  in  1740,  and 
served  during  the  Revolutionary  war  as  a private 
in  Thomas  Nickerson's  company,  Major  Z.  Wins- 
low’s regiment,  on  an  alarm  at  Bedford  and  Fal- 
mouth, Mass.  He  married  Tabitha , who 

was  born  in  1742  and  died  May  15,  1826.  Their 
silver  spoons,  all  hand-made  and  engraved  Na- 
thaniel and  Tabitha  Downs,  are  in  the  possession 
of  their  great-granddaughter,  Mrs.  Mason. 
Fourteen  children  were  born  to  them:  Nathan- 

iel, Jr.,  Deborah,  Jane,  Rhoda,  Shubad,  Anna, 
Warren,  Tabitha,  Temperance,  Aca,  Lidia, 
Lucy,  Nancy  and  Mary.  Warren  was  a United 
States  naval  officer,  and  died  on  a warship  June 
n,  1795,  at  Norfolk,  Va.  Mary  was  born  April 
23,  1790.  and  died  in  1872.  (An  elaborate 
framed  memorial,  designed  and  embroidered  by 
her  in  1813,  is  still  in  the  possession  of  her 
granddaughter,  Mrs.  Mason.)  On  May  17,  1829, 
she  married  Samuel  Dunham,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 15,  1870.  Two  children  came  to  them: 
Samuel  W.,  born  October  19,  1830,  and  Eliza 
Ann,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Mason. 

Mr.  Mason’s  home,  at  No.  29  Fairview  ave- 
nue, Danbury,  is  a pleasant  one  within  and  with- 
out. Of  his  three  children  by  his  first  marriage 
the  eldest,  Charles  Edmund,  is  now  a successful 
business  man  of  Danbury.  John  Holmes,  born 
October  30,  1867,  died  February  26,  1892;  Ben- 
nett Howard,  born  September  30,  1874,  died 
April  7,  1893.  By  his  second  marriage  he  has 
one  son,  Lovell  Waldo,  born  August  27,  1891. 

Charles  Edmund  Mason,  the  eldest  son,  was 
born  at  Danbury  December  14,  1863,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 


city.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  clerking  in- 
the  jewelry  store  of  A.  A.  Trowbridge,  and  a year 
later  entered  Mrs.  V.  E.  Hawley’s  drug  store  as 
clerk,  remaining  one  year.  He  then  went  to- 
New  York  City,  and  spent  two  years  with  I.  M. 
Seltzer,  a druggist  on  Hudson  street.  On  re- 
turning to  Danbury  he  was  employed  in  E.  M. 
Baldwin's  pharmacy  for  about  seven  years,  and 
then  he  took  charge  of  a drug  store  belonging  to 
his  father,  continuing  three  years.  On  August  22. 
1898,  after  a competitive  examination,  he  was 
appointed  money  order  and  register  clerk  at  the 
Danbury  post  office,  which  position  he  now  holds. 
He  is  enterprising  and  capable,  and  has  already 
won  a high  reputation  in  business  circles. 

On  September  1,  1886,  Mr.  Mason  married 
Miss  Katherine  Flint,  daughter  of  Harrison  and 
Kate  (Fairbanks)  Flint.  He  and  his  accom- 
plished wife  are  prominent  socially,  and  re- 
ligiously they  are  members  of  St.  James  Episco- 
pal Church.  He  belongs  also  to  the  Masonic 
Order,  and  is  an  active  worker  in  Union  Lodge 
No.  40,  F.  & A.  M.,  in  which  he  is  master; 
Eureka  Chapter  No.  23,  R.  A.  M.;  Wooster 
Council.  R.  & S.  M.;  Crusader  Commandery 
No.  jo,  K.  T.,  in  which  he  is  generalissimo; 
Lafayette  Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  S.,  thirty-second 
degree;  and  Pyramid  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S. 
In  political  faith  he  is  independent. 

Katherine  (Flint)  Mason  was  born  in  Dan- 
bury April  9.  1864,  and  is  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Harrison  and  Kate  (Fairbanks)  Flint.  On  her 
father’s  side  she  is  descended  from  the  earlier 
settlers  of  Salem,  Mass.  Her  great-grandmother 
was  a sister  of  Fisher  Ames,  the  great  Massa- 
chusetts jurist  and  orator.  Her  father,  Harri- 
son Flint,  established  the  first  regular  machine 
shop  in  Danbury,  and  afterward,  associating 
with  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  founded  the 
United  States  Bunting  Company,  of  Lowell,  and 
manufactured  the  first  bunting  woven  in  the 
United  States.  On  her  mother’s  side  Mrs. 
Mason  traces  her  descent  from  Jonathan  Fair- 
bank,  who  settled  at  Dedham,  Mass.,  in  1636, 
and  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America. 
Her  great-grandfather,  Zaccheus  Fairbanks, 
served  with  honor  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
being  on  the  roll  of  minute-men.  and  taking  part 
in  the  battles  of  Concord,  Lexington  and  Bunker 
Hill;  he  afterward  served  at  different  times  to 
the  close  of  the  war. 


E BELCHER  MEAD  is  related  to  many  of 

the  prominent  families  of  Fairfield  county, 

Conn.,  including  the  Howe  and  Waterbury  fam- 
ilies, and  is  a descendant  in  the  eighth  genera- 
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tion  from  William  Mead  [other  authorities  say 
John],  the  noted  pioneer,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land in  1635  [other  authorities  say  about  1642], 
The  "Mead  Family”  of  Greenwich,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.,  was  originally  from  England, 
and  from  researches  that  have  been  made  there 
it  would  seem  that  they  are  from  Greenwich, 
County  of  Kent.  In  the  "History  of  Lexing- 
ton, Mass.,”  we  find  that  Gabriel  Mead  was 
among  the  first  settlers  of  that  place,  as  also 
David.  The  dates  of  their  arrival  and  of  Will- 
iam at  Horse  Neck  (or  rather  Stamford)  agree 
with  one  another,  leading  to  the  conclusion  that 
all  three  were  near  relatives;  furthermore,  the 
“ Coat  of  Arms”  of  the  three  is  identical.  The 
first  record  of  any  Mead  in  Fairfield  county  is 
the  following  in  Stamford  Town  Records:  " De- 
cember 7,  1641,  William  Mayd  received  from  the 
Town  of  Stamford,  a homelot  and  five  acres  of 
land.”  This  William,  recent  researches  show, 
was  undoubtedly  the  ancestor  of  the  Fairfield 
county  Meads.  Very  little  concerning  him,  ex- 
cept that  already  mentioned,  can  be  found.  He, 
however,  appears  as  a petitioner  in  behalf  of 
his  son  Joseph  in  1654.  His  wife  died  in  Stam- 
ford in  1657.  No  record  of  his  death  has,  as 
yet,  been  found.  We  have  record  of  three  chil- 
dren (but  there  probably  were  four,  a son  who 
died  in  1657-58):  (1)  Joseph,  born  in  1630, 

married,  December.  1654,  Mary  Brown,  of  Stam- 
ford, died  May  3,  1690.  He  was  the  ancestor  of 
the  Ridgefield  and  North  Fairfield  countv  Meads, 
and  had  Zachariah,  Joseph,  Daniel,’  Elisha, 
Richard  and  Mary.  (2)  Martha,  born  about 
1632,  married  John  Richardson,  of  Stamford. 
No  further  traces  have  been  found.  (3)  John, 
born  about  1634,  married  Hannah  Potter,  of 
Stamford,  probably  in  1657,  died  February  5, 
1699.  He  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Greenwich 
Meads. 


The  Family  in  Greenwich. — .The  two  sons 
Joseph  and  John  (1),  seem  to  have  migrate* 
(though  it  afterward  proved  only  a temporar 
stay)  to  Hempstead.  L.  I. , where  they  resided  un 
til  about  1660.  Joseph,  during  that  time,  i: 
1658,  was  assistant  justice  of  Hemptead.  J oh: 
(1)  removed  to  Greenwich  from  Hempstead,  L 
1"  in  ,66°-  He  had  eight  sons  and  three  daugh 
ters.  as  follows:  John  (2),  Joseph.  Jonathan 

Ebenezer  (ij,  David,  Benjamin,  Nathaniel,  Sam 
uel  Hannah.  Abigail  and  Mary  Elizabeth.  Thu 
it  wdl  be  seen  that  John  (1)  was  the  ancestor  c 
the  Greenwich  Meads,  and  in  his  dav  he  was  on 
of  the  leading  citizens  in  the  town,  where  h 
owned  large  tracts  of  land.  His  descendants  ar 
now  numerous,  as  will  be  seen  by  various  record 
preserved  in  this  volume,  and  much  of  the  res 


estate  acquired  by  him  is  still  in  their  possession. 
In  the  third  generation  the  line  of  descent  is 
traced  through  Ebenezer  (1),  a son  of  John  (1). 
Lieut.  Caleb  Mead,  next  in  the  line  of  descent, 
served  during  the  Revolutionary  war  as  a ser- 
geant with  Capt.  Joseph  Hobby’s  “company  of 
householders,”  attached  to  Captain  Mead's  mil- 
itary district  of  Col.  John  Mead’s  regiment,  the 
Ninth  Connecticut  Militia. 

Elkanah  Mead,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  March  6,  1748.  at  the  old 
homestead  in  North  Street,  Greenwich,  and  was 
a farmer  by  occupation.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  struggle  for  independence,  and  in  August, 

1 776,  he  accompanied  an  exposition  to  New  York 
under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Charles  Smith. 
Later  he  served  as  a member  of  Capt.  David 
Hoyt’s  company  in  the  Ninth  Connecticut  Mili- 
tia under  Col.  John  Mead.  He  married  Hannah 
Mead,  who  was  born  March  6,  1753-  an^ 
November  12,  1785,  and  his  death  occurred  June 
20,  1816.  They  had  three  children,  of  whom 
Amos  was  the  youngest;  Hannah  B.,  born  March 
4,  1777,  married  a Mr.  Husted,  and  died  in  New 
York  July  2,  1826;  Sally,  born  August  18.  1 779- 
married  Benjamin  Smith,  and  died  February  19. 
1854. 

Amos  Mead,  the  grandfather  of  E.  Belcher 
j Mead,  was  born  July  7,  1781,  at  the  farm  in 
I North  Street,  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  and  be- 
: came  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  that  lo- 
cality, his  real-estate  holdings  being  extensive. 
He  was  also  influential  in  local  affairs  in  his  day. 
He  died  August  24,  1850,  in  his  seventieth  year. 
His  first  wife,  Alice  (Belcher),  to  whom  he  was 
married  May  24,  1803.  died  February  >7-  l8l5’ 
leaving  no  children.  On  November  14,  1816,  he 
married  Mary  Prudy,  who  died  March  1,  1832. 
The  following  children  came  to  the  second  union: 
Elkanah,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
Catherine,  born  November  13,  1819,  who  mar- 
ried Capt.  William  L.  Lyon,  of  New  York,  and 
I died  at  Marcellus,  N.  Y..  in  1895;  Stephen,  born 
I August  15,  1821,  who  was  engaged  in  farming  in 
j North  Street.  Greenwich,  and  died  February  23- 
l 1852,  leaving  one  child;  Elisha  B.,  born  August 
20,  1823,  who  became  a physician,  and  died 
April  5,  1849,  a*  the  beginning  of  a promising 
i career;  Sarah  P. , born  June  15,  1825.  married 
Amos  M.  Bush,  and  died  September  4.  1859) 
| Evelina,  born  November  8,  1828,  married  Stephen 
' G.  Howe,  of  Salem,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died  May 
20,  1855;  Edgar,  born  in  1830,  died  in  infancy: 
and  Mary  P. , born  February  8,  1832,  married 
John  G.  Clark,  and  died  at  Bedford,  N.  Y.,  Jub 
j 25.  1853. 

i Capt.  Elkanah  Mead  was  born  March  16, 
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1818,  at  the  old  homestead,  and  was  reared  a 
farmer  boy.  His  father,  who  gave  all  his  sons  a 
liberal  start  in  life,  intended  to  educate  him  well, 
and  sent  him  to  a boarding  school  at  Wilton,  j 
this  county,  during  his  boyhood;  but  at  the  death 
of  his  mother  he  was  called  to  the  old  home- 
stead. As  the  other  sons  grew  to  a helpful  age 
ie  was  permitted  to  leave  home,  and  having 
some  inclination  for  a mercantile  life  he  went  to 
New  York  City  to  take  the  place  of  clerk  in  a 
Nothing  store  in  Greenwich  street,  kept  by  Mr. 
Close.  He  was  there  during  the  great  fire  of 
1836.  A few  years  later  he  returned  to  his  na- 
:ive  town  to  engage  in  farming.  On  March  4, 
1839,  he  married  Miss  Jane  Mead,  and  he  soon 
afterward  settled  upon  a farm  in  North  Street. 
Later  he  resided  upon  a farm  in  Stamford  town- 
ship for  two  and  one-half  years;  but  returning  to 
Greenwich  he  purchased  the  “Augustus  L.  Rey- 
nolds farm”  in  Cos  Cob  District,  where  his  last 
years  were  spent,  his  death  occurring  April  12. 
1894- 

Like  all  of  his  family,  he  was  public-spirited, 
and  although  he  never  cared  for  office,  he  never  ' 
declined  to  serve  when  elected  to  the  various  | 
positions  when  there  was  good  work  to  be  done. 
Among  the  offices  he  held  were  those  of  select- 
man and  road  commissioner,  and  his  fidelity  to 
duty  was  shown  in  the  least  as  well  as  in  great 
and  important  undertakings.  On  May  J2,  1843, 
lie  was  commissioned  by  the  Governor  as  cap- 
tain of  the  Second  Company  of  the  Ninth  Regi- 
ment of  Connecticut  Militia,  his  appointment 
dating  from  August  2,  1841.  In  politics  he  was 
first  a Whig  and  afterward  a Republican,  and  in 
religious  faith  he  was  a Congregationalist,  being 
a leading  member  of  the  Greenwich  Church,  in 
which  he  held  the  office  of  deacon  for  more  than 
:wenty  years.  His  sound  judgment  and  integ- 
rity gave  him  great  influence  among  all  classes 
n the  community,  his  advice  being  sought  on 
various  questions.  Of  his  eight  children,  the 
ddest,  Thirza  J.,  born  January  14,  1841,  died 
June  1 3,  1843.  Catherine  L.,  born  August  20, 
1842,  died  in  Greenwich  township  January  31, 
1893,  unmarried.  Hannah  B.,  born  December 
-i,  1844,  in  Stamford  township,  married  Jared 
Finch,  and  died  January  11,  1871;  she  had  one 
laughter,  Jeannette  Mead,  born  May  9,  1868. 
Elizabeth  H.,  born  January  13,  1847,  resides  in 
jreenwich,  unmarried.  E.  Belcher  was  the  fifth 
n order  of  birth.  Stephen  W.,  born  July  25, 
>853,  died  April  29,  1855.  Abram  V.  was  born 
[une  30,  1857.  Elkanah  Mead,  Jr.,  born  June 
•3.  1851,  was  married  October  20,  1880,  to  Miss 
-sther  L.  Waterbury,  who  was  born  in  Stam- 
ord  July  n,  1856,  the  daughter  of  Aaron  T.  1 


and  Lavina  (Searles)  Waterbury;  they  had  three 
children — E.  Belcher,  born  May  11,  1884,  who 
died  July  31,  1885;  Catherine,  born  June  30, 
1886,  and  Winifred  E.,  born  November  21,  1889. 

Jane  Mead,  the  wife  of  Elkanah  Mead,  was 
> born  July  19,  1817,  at  Indian  Field,  in  the  town 
of  Greenwich,  and  died  April  28,  1872.  She 
was  of  the  seventh  generation  from  John,  the 
pioneer,  and  was  a daughter  of  Ephraim  Mead, 
who  was  born  March  15,  1778,  and  died  July  16, 
1850.  He  was  married  November  30,  1808,  to 
Azuba  Mead,  who  was  born  January  9,  1787, 
and  died  January  31,  1861.  Ephraim  Mead  was 
a son  of  Deliverance  Mead,  who  was  born  May 
4,  1728,  and  died  May  3,  1785;  be  was  married 
in  June,  1759,  to  Abigail  Howe,  born  April  28, 
1737,  died  April  26,  1808.  Deliverance  Mead 
was  the  sixth  son  of  Ebenezer  Mead  (2),  who 
was  born  October  25,  1692,  and  died  in  May, 
1775,  and  whose  wife.  Hannah  Brown,  of  Rye, 
N.  Y.,  bore  him  twelve  children.  The  line  of 
descent  is  traced  back  through  Ebenezer  (2), 
Ebenezer  (1)  and  John  (2)  to  John,  the  pioneer. 

E.  Belcher  Mead  was  born  April  15,  1849,  at 
the  homestead  in  North  Cos  Cob  District,  Green- 
wich, where  he  attended  the  common  schools  for 
some  time,  later  entering  the  academy  at  Green- 
wich, where  he  studied  under  Prof.  Frank  Shep- 
herd. For  several  years  he  worked  as  assistant 
to  Daniel  S.  Mead,  Jr.,  a civil  engineer  of  New 
York  City,  and  for  some  time  he  was  himself 
employed  as  a civil  engineer  by  the  municipality, 
but  he  subsequently  secured  a position  with  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  and  is  now  the  manager 
of  one  of  their  departments.  Mr.  Mead  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Green- 
wich. In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  but  aside 
from  voting  regularly  he  does  not  take  an  active 
part  in  the  work  of  the  organization. 


LARK  SEELEY  (deceased).  The  subject  of 
this  memoir  was  for  many  years  identified 
with  agricultural  interests  in  the  town  of  Bridge- 
port and  Stratford,  and  his  death,  which  occurred 
July  16,  1 87 1 . at  the  comparatively  early  age  of 
forty-six  years,  caused  sincere  grief  among  a 
large  circle  of  friends  whose  esteem  had  been 
won  by  his  sterling  qualities  of  character. 

Mr.  Seeley  was  born  September  12,  1825,  at 
Bridgeport,  and  was  a descendant  of  an  honored 
; pioneer  family  of  that  locality.  Monson  Seeley, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  a native  of 
Bridgeport,  where  he  followed  farming  during  his 
active  life,  and  his  first  wife,  Fannie  Mallett,  was 
a daughter  of  Lewis  Mallett,  a well-known  resi- 
I dent  of  Tashua,  Trumbull.  They  had  three 
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children:  (i)  Mallett,  who  married  Mary  Beach, 

and  died  leaving  two  sons— George,  now  a livery 
,man  in  Bridgeport,  and  Henry,  a farmer  at  Rocky 
Hill;  (2)  Clark,  our  subject;  and  (3)  William,  who 
died  in  infancy.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  See- 
ley married  Lucinda  M.  Summers,  sister  of 
Stephen  Summers,  of  Birmingham. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in 
Bridgeport,  and  for  some  years  he  was  engaged 
in  agriculture  there,  but  in  1 861  he  removed  to 
the  present  homestead  in  the  town  of  Stratford. 
While  he  was  not  especially  active  in  politics, 
he  was  always  interested  in  public  affairs,  and 
■throughout  his  life  was  a devout  adherent  of  the 
Democratic  party.  On  September  3,  1848.  he 
married  Miss  Caroline  C.  Peck,  who  survives  him 
with  three  daughters:  (1)  Julia  C.  married  Henry 
Thompson,  of  Bridgeport;  (2)  Cornelia  J.  mar- 
ried (first)  Domingus  O.  Mello,  of  New  York 
■City  (now  deceased),  and  (second)  Charles  A. 
Billings,  then  of  Rhode  Island,  but  now  a resi- 
dent of  New  York.  (3)  Lucinda  M.  married 
■Bernard  T.  Burchardi,  a business  man  in  Florida. 

Mrs.  Seeley,  who  still  resides  at  the  home- 
stead, is  a devout  member  of  the  Episcopal 
■Church,  with  which  her  ancestors  have  been 
identified  for  many  generations,  and  she  is  held 
an  high  esteem  in  the  best  social  circles  of  Strat- 
ford. She  was  born  in  New  York.  October  10, 
1823,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Williams  Peck, 
and  granddaughter  of  Deacon  Daniel  Peck,  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  who  married  Phoebe  Whit- 
Jock.  Benjamin  Williams  Peck  was  born  in  Dan- 
bury, this  county,  November  20,  1791,  and  died 
October  8,  1823,  aged  thirty-two  years.  He  was 
married  November  20,  1810,  to  Miss  Caroline 
Hawley,  who  was  born  in  Trumbull,  this  county. 
May  23,  1796,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Hawley,  a 
native  of  England.  She  survived  him  many 
years,  dying  July  14,  1871,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years.  Mrs.  Seeley  was  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  five  children,  the  others  being:  Emeline 
Delia,  born  December  31,  1812,  who  married 
Samuel  LaForge,  of  New  York. and  died  January 
■8,  1856;  Ursula  C.,  born  January  4,  1815,  who 
died  October  9,  same  year;  Benjamin  W.,  born 
December  24.  1816,  who  died  in  Milford,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  shoemaker's  trade;  and 
Daniel  S.,  born  February  6,  1821,  who  died  Jan- 
uary io,  1822. 


CHARLES  T.  LEONARD,  prominent  in  busi- 
ness circles  and  well-known  in  social  life  in 
Norwalk,  is  a native  of  Long  Island,  having  been 
born  at  Flushing,  October  11,  1823,  of  English 
extraction. 


Stephen  Leonard,  his  father,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  where  he  learned  the  carpenters 
trade.  This  he  followed  for  some  time  in  that 
State,  later  removing  to  Flushing,  L.  ].,  where 
he  became  captain  of  a steamboat,  and  followed 
the  sea  during  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  married 
Sarah  Cornell,  a member  of  an  old  English  fam- 
ily on  Long  Island,  and  four  children  were  born 
in  this  family:  William,  of  a Life  and  Accident  In- 
surance Co.,  with  office  in  New  York;  Charles T., 
our  subject;  George,  deceased;  and  Elijah,  of  the 
firm  of  S.  D.  Althouse  & Co.,  New  York  City. 
Stephen  Leonard  was  a Democrat  in  politics. 
He  is  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Flushing,  Long 
Island. 

Charles  T.  Leonard  spent  his  early  days  on 
Long  Island,  and  was  given  superior  educational 
advantages,  of  which  he  made  exceptionally  good 
use.  He  first  attended  school  at  Flushing,  then 
at  Whippany,  N.  J.  (a  town  where  the  stage 
coach  was  its  only  means  of  communication  wit 
the  outside  world),  and  finally  completed  his 
education  at  Jamaica,  Long  Island.  In  1 3 
Mr.  Leonard  came  to  Fairfield  county,  and  entered 
the  general  store  of  his  cousins,  T.  L.  and  J.  K- 
Peck,  at  South  Norwalk,  where  he  remained  lor 
nine  years.  Then,  in  company  with  his  brot  er 
William,  he  started  a general  merchandise  store 
at  Newtown,  Long  Island,  but  this  lasted  or 
only  six  months,  when  Mr.  Leonard  sold  out  is 
interest  and  returned  to  Norwalk,  there  opening 
a similar  store,  which  he  conducted  for  the  spac>; 
of  one  year.  At  the  close  of  his  mercan  1 e 
ventures  he  engaged  in  the  slooping  business, 
carrying  freight  between  here  and  New  or 
City.  His  work  prospered,  and  in  a short  time 
he  purchased  valuable  dock  property  and  w 
boats,  later  adding  a third  boat.  The  busines 
rapidly  increased,  and  for  a few  years  prove 
quite  lucrative,  though  for  some  time  he  con  in 
ued  to  conduct  the  freighting  at  the  Connecticu 
end  of  the  line.  In  1859  he  bought  his  presen^ 
property,  since  engaging  in  the  coal,  brie  an 
building  material  business.  He  deals  in  all  in  - 
of  coal  and  masons’  building  materials,  a 
manufactures  cement  pipe  for  sewers,  etc. 
is  also  an  owner  or  a part  owner  of  a water  p a 
in  New  York  State.  Ever  since  his  coming 
Norwalk  his  activity  and  commanding  persona  1 . 
have  made  themselves  felt  in  business  circ  - 
and  he  has  become  widely  known  as  a busin 
man  far  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Fair 

On  January  17,  1847,  Charles  T.  ^eon^r, 
was  married  to  Emily  Street,  a daughter  0 
ward  H.  Street,  of  Norwalk.  Four  c 1 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard. 
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Mr.  Leonard  is  a stanch  Republican,  and 
while  he  faithfully  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  j 
he  has  had  but  little  time  to  devote  to  the  active  | 
work  of  the  party,  his  private  interests  fully  ab- 
sorbing his  time.  He  is  a member  of  the  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  for  some  time  served  that  fraternity 
as  junior  deacon.  The  entire  family  are  active  j 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Though  now  i 
advanced  in  years.  Mr.  Leonard  still  attends  to 
his  own  affairs  with  all  the  energy  and  acumen 
that  characterized  his  early  efforts.  Genial  and 
courteous,  wide-awake  and  progressive,  he  is  a 
bright  companion,  and  socially  a very  popular 
man. 


M;RS.  DELIA  A.  JELLIFF,  one  of  the  hon-  j 

: ored  ladies  of  Georgetown,  whose  noble  ! 

lile  in  this  world  is  now  merging  into  the  better.  I 
purer  life  beyond,  now’  showing  its  silver  radiance  ' 
in  the  serenity  of  her  later  years,  was  born  June 
16,  1827,  a daughter  of  Elijah  Gregory,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  Moses  Gregory,  one  of  the  early 
citizens  in  the  town  of  Norwalk. 

Moses  Gregory  was  born  February  22,  1771, 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Norwalk. 
Early  in  life  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  tailor's 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  but  a very  short  time, 
however,  finding  in  farming  a more  congenial 
occupation.  He  married  Miss  Polly  Fillow,  who 
was  born  February  14,  1779,  a daughter  of  James 
Fillow,  a farmer  of  Westport,  and  their  children 
were:  Chloe,  born  February  3,  1796,  married  Al- 
fred Taylor;  Annie,  born  April  17,  1798,  married 
John  Hurlburt;  Orpha,  born  June  1 5,  1800,  mar- 
ried Nathan  Gregory;  Nathan,  born  December 
23.  1802,  married  Harriet  Disbrow;  Elijah,  father 
of  our  subject ; Esther,  born  December  14,  1812, 
married  John  P.  Hurlburt;  Moses,  born  Decem- 
ber 13,  1808;  and  Delia,  born  December  29,  1809. 

Elijah  Gregory,  father  of  Mrs.  Jelliff,  was 
born  May  31,  1805,  and  after  a few  years  attend- 
ance in  the  district  schools  learned  the  shoemak- 
er’s trade,  which,  together  with  farming,  was  his 
lifelong  occupation.  He  married  Orpha  Godfrey,  1 
a daughter  of  Bradley  and  Orpha  (Fillow)  God-  1 
frey,  farming  people  of  Weston.  This  union  was  i 
gladdened  by  four  children:  Delia  A.,  our  sub-  j 

ject;  Alfred  T..  born  May  3,  1831,  died  May  11.  i 
1843;  Nancy,  born  February  1,  1834.  married  j 
George  B.  Sturges,  who  was  born  August  3.  1 834 : i 
and  Orpha  L , born  August  9,  1840.  married 
George  E.  Smith,  who  was  born  June  t,  1844.  j 
Delia  A.  (Gregory)  Jelliff,  our  subject,  re-  ' 
ceived  a good  education  in  the  schools  of  Wes- 
ton, and  on  reaching  young  womanhood  was  j 
married  to  Aaron  Bartram,  Jr.,  of  Redding,  by  j 


whom  she  became  the  mother  of  two  children: 
(!)  Elijah  G.,  born  May  23.  1855,  now  in  the 
employ  of  the  wire  factory  at  New  Canaan.  He 
married  Miss  Sarah  Bell,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 2i,  1858,  and  they  have  three  children: 
Clayton  G.,  born  June  3,  1878;  Floyd  B.,  born 
September  3,  1882,  and  Stanley  B.,  born  April 
16,  1885.  (2)  Lavinia  F.,  born  June  8,  1857, 

married  John  Hohman,  a son  of  Henry  Hohman, 
a farmer  of  Redding,  and  they  had  two  children: 
Charles  L.,  born  October  18,  1882,  and  Frank 
G.,  born  February  9,  1888.  Aaron  Bartram  was 
given  the  usual  educational  privileges  of  the  time, 
and  learned  the  shoemaking  trade,  which  fur- 
nished him  occupation  all  his  life.  On  March  7, 
1861,  he  was  called  to  his  last  rest,  greatly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  After  his  death 
our  subject  married  Aaron  Jelliff,  who  was  en- 
gaged in  the  wire  business  and  also  in  farming  in 
Weston.  Mr.  Jelliff  passed  away  January  1, 
1884,  leaving,  besides  his  widow,  several  children 
by  a former  marriage  to  mourn  his  departure. 
Mrs.  Jelliff  has  since  lived  practically  retired,  de- 
voting her  time  to  her  father,  Elijah  Gregory 
(who  died  January  26,  1899,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-three  years,  seven  months),  and  to  char- 
itable organizations,  in  which  she  takes  a keen 
interest.  She  is  much  beloved  by  all  who  know 
her  for  her  many  kindly  traits  of  character. 

James  Fillow,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Jelliff,  was  born  in  1737  at  Norwalk,  and 
on  February  8,  1759,  he  married  Mary  Olm- 
stead,  who  was  born  in  1742.  a daughter  of  Gar- 
ner Olmstead,  and  died  November  26,  1828. 
Mr.  Fillow  received  only  a common-school  edu- 
cation, but  possessed  a memory  so  retentive, 
and  a reason  so  logical,  that  his  early  disadvan- 
tages were  in  a great  measure  overcome  by  his 
natural  ability.  He  followed  farming  as  a life 
work,  and  knowing  the  value  of  personal  effort 
in  the  management  of  an  estate,  he  carefully 
supervised  his  own  affairs,  and  became  a large 
land  holder,  at  his  death  leaving  an  estate  of 
$1,114,909  to  be  divided  among  his  heirs.  He 
attended  strictly  to  his  own  affairs,  and  was  well 
and  favorably  known  for  his  probity  and  manlv 
worth.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  was,  in 
middle  life,  a Loyalist;  he  was  fifty-two  years  of 
age  when  Washington  became  President,  and 
after  seeing  the  dark  day  of  the  formative  period 
of  our  government,  saw  peace  declared  after  the 
war  of  1812.  In  charitable  works  he  played  a 
generous  part,  and  was  a devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  acquired  the  habit  of 
taking  snuff,  and  had  a leather  pocket  put  in  his 
jacket  in  order  to  facilitate  this,  to  him,  pleas- 
ure. He  was  a man  of  fine  physique,  weighing 
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at  least  175  pounds,  though  in  the  last  years  of 
his  earthly  career  he  was  a great  sufferer  from 
asthma.  He  died  April  16.  1817,  and  was  bur- 
ied in  Poplar  Plains.  Westport.  His  children 
were:  (1)  Benjamin,  born  August  19.  1765; 

married  Miss  Clementine  Gregory.  (2)  Susan- 
nah, born  April  2,  1769,  married  Lewis  H. 
Hanford.  (3)  Chloe,  born  September  24,  1772, 
married  Stephen  Gregory.  (4)  Orpha,  born 
June  1 8,  1775,  died  in  1858,  married  on  August 
20,  1805,  to  Bradley  Godfrey,  who  was  born 
July  12,  1783,  and  died  August  12,  1837,  and 
there  was  born  to  them  Elias  Godfrey,  who  mar- 
ried Matilda  Godfrey.  (5)  Polly,  born  Febru- 
ary 14,  1779,  married  Moses  Gregory,  and  to 
this  union  were  born — Elijah,  who  married  Or- 
pha Godfrey,  daughter  of  Bradley  Godfrey; 
Orpha,  born  April  26,  1809,  married  May  11, 
1826,  to  Elijah  Gregory,  died  September  15, 
1878.  (6)  Elijah,  born  May  6,  1781.  married 

Elizabeth  Disbrow.  (7)  Anna,  born  March  29, 
1784,  married  Aaron  Jelliff. 

The  above  mentioned  Elijah,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Disbrow,  was  a son  of  our  subject’s 
great-grandfather.  James  Fillow,  brother  to  her 
two  grandmothers,  Orpha  and  Polly. 


rt^HEODORE  LEEDS,  an  active  citizen  and 
well-to-do  merchant  of  Stamford,  Fairfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  was  born  in  that  town  May  9, 
1838.  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  Samuel  Leeds. 
Carey  Leeds,  the  grandfather,  came  to  this  sec- 
tion from  Long  Island  at  an  early  date. 

Samuel  Leeds  was  born  at  Flushing,  Long 
Island,  and  was  only  a boy  when  the  family  set- 
tled in  Stamford,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  and  grew  to  manhood.  He  married  Re- 
becca Scofield,  daughter  of  Silas  Scofield,  and 
by  her  had  two  children:  Theodore,  and  Emma 

F\  (Mrs.  Mortimer  Mosher),  of  Stamford.  Mr. 
Leeds  carried  on  farming  in  Stamford  all  his  life. 
He  was  an  Episcopalian  in  religious  connection, 
and  politically  was  a supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Theodore  Leeds  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
in  his  youthful  days  attending  the  local  district 
schools,  where  he  acquired  a good  education. 
He  began  his  business  life  by  clerking  in  the 
grocery  store  of  Roswell  Hoyt,  in  Stamford, 
continuing  with  him  in  that  capacity  until  1859, 
when  he  became  a partner  in  the  concern,  the 
firm  being  known  as  Hoyt  & Leeds.  They  con- 
ducted this  store  in  partnership  until  Mr.  Hoyt’s 
death,  which  occurred  in  1884,  and  our  subject 
has  since  carried  on  the  store  alone.  He  has 
acquired  a comfortable  competence  in  the  steady 


pursuit  of  his  business  affairs,  and  is  looked  upon 
as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  town, 
financially  and  otherwise.  He  was  treasurer  of 
the  borough,  and  in  1895-96  he  served  the 
county  of  Fairfield  in  the  position  of  treasurer  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  Socially, 
he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Rod  and  Gun 
Club,  and  he  affiliates  with  the  F.  & A.  M.,  unit- 
ing w’ith  Union  Lodge  and  Rittenhouse  Chapter 
(which  is  a branch  of  same),  Stamford;  he  joined 
the  former  in  1852,  and  has  served  as  treasurer 
for  the  past  thirty-four  years,  and  for  nearly  as 
long  a period  he  has  held  that  position  in  Ritten- 
house Chapter.  Mr.  Leeds  is  unmarried.  He 
is  a man  of  large  social  attributes,  genial  and 
companionable,  possessing  a wide  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances, and  it  is  enough  to  say  that  tc  be 
his  acquaintance  is  to  be  his  friend. 


LLAN  PAUL  MacDONALD,  M.  D.  No 

citizen  of  Danbury  is  better  known  than 

this  skillful  and  popular  homeopathic  physician, 
who  for  more  than  ten  years  has  ministered  to 
the  sick  and  suffering  in  the  locality. 

The  Doctor  is  of  Highland-Scotch  descent, 
and  his  family  is  an  old  one.  running  back  to 
Somerled  of  the  Isles,  in  the  twelfth  century. 
The  family  name  MacDonald  originated  from 
Donald,  the  grandson  of  Somerled,  whose  de- 
scendants since  his  time,  in  all  branches,  have 
called  themselves  MacDonalds.  Mac,  in  the 
Gaelic  language,  signifies  son,  therefore  MacDon- 
ald means  son  of  Donald,  Donald  signifying 
“brown  eyed.”  From  Somerled  the  line  de- 
scends, in  the  eighth  generation  through  Ronald, 
known  as  the  first  Clan  Ronald,  and  from  him 
the  line  runs  through  his  grandson  Allan,  second 
son  of  Allan  MacDonald,  the  second  Clan  Ron- 
ald, who  settled  in  Knoydart,  Scotland,  in  MU- 
and  became  the  progenitor  of  the  Knoydart 
family  of  MacDonalds.  Twelve  generations 
later  a descendant  of  the  same  name  crossed  the 
ocean  in  1812,  and  located  at  the  present  site  of 
Knoydart.  Picton  Co.,  Nova  Scotia,  the  place 
being  named  afterward  in  honor  of  the  old 
home. 

The  Doctor's  father,  Alexander  MacDonald, 
son  of  Allan,  the  pioneer  settler  of  Knoydart.  j ■ 
S.,  was  born  at  that  place  August  25,  181 3;  an 
resided  at  Antigonish,  N.  S. , throughout  his  he 
following  architecture  and  building  as  a profes- 
sion. He  married  Ann  MacDougall,  of  Ho  0- 
well  Grant,  Antigonish  Co.,  N.  S.  He  die 
March  27,  j 86 1 . Ann  MacDougall  was  born  a 
Moidart,  Scotland.  January  1,  181 5.  and  throug 
her  mother,  Marjorie  MacDougall,  net  ac 
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Donald,  traces  her  family  through  the  “Mac-  lies  of  that  place.  The  Doctor  is  not  married. 
Eachern  ” family  of  MacDonalds  back  to  the  Although  his  professional  duties  occupy  a large 
third  Clan  Ronald.  This  Marjorie  MacDonald  part  of  his  time,  he  finds  leisure  to  keep  abreast 
was  a cousin  of  Marshal  MacDonald,  one  of  Na-  of  his  profession  by  systematic  reading  and  study, 
poleon  s celebrated  generals.  Neil  MacDonald, 
the  Marshal’s  father,  assisted  the  heroine  Flora  • 

MacDonald  during  that  memorable  night  in  which  : ^TR'HEODORE  EDWARD  SMITH  (deceased) 
they  aided  Prince  Charles,  the  Pretender,  to  es-  . A was  one  of  Norwalk’s  leading  citizens,  and 
cape  from  the  Island  of  South  Uist  to  Skye,  after  j although  his  business  interests  required  his  resi- 
the  defeat  of  the  Highland  army  at  Culloden  in  ! dence  in  New  York  City  for  many  years  he  never 
1746.  After  suffering  a short  period  of  imprison-  I lost  his  affection  for  his  native  place,  to  which 
ment  for  this  act,  he  went  to  France  and  served  I he  gladly  returned.  As  a conservative  and  suc- 
as  colonel  in  a Scotch  regiment  in  the  French  j cessful  business  man  he  was  held  in  high  regard 
service.  The  Doctor’s  mother  is  still  living,  and  1 among  financiers,  but  the  qualities  of  character 
of  her  ten  children  all  but  two  survive.  (1)  j which  win  general  esteem  were  also  strongly 
Ann  married  John  Boyd;  she  died  at  Halifax,  N.  | marked  in  his  nature. 

S.,  June  4.  1872.  (2)  John,  a resident  of  Chi-  Mr.  Smith  was  born  June  18,  1827,  at  Nor- 

cago  since  1865,  served  in  the  Union  army  dur-  1 walk,  where  his  family,  which  is  of  English  origin, 
ing  the  Civil  war.  and  was  severely  wounded  in  1 had  resided  since  1690.  The  first  of  the  family 
the  chest  during  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  | (in  America)  was  Lieut.  Samuel  Smith,  who  came 
(3)  Allan  P.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (4)  1 on  the  ship  “ Elizabeth  ” from  Ipswich,  Eng- 
Marjorie  married  Neil  Maclnnis,  of  Tower,  Wis.  land.  April  30,  1634,  and  settled  in  Wethersfield, 

(5)  Daniel  resides  at  Antigonish,  N.  S.  ; he  is  a 1 September  3,  1634.  He  was  representative  from 
pensioner  of  the  United  States  Government,  hav-  1 Wethersfield  and  Hadley  for  twenty-seven  years, 
ing  lost  his  left  hand  during  the  charge  of  Han-  1 and  died  in  December.  1680.  Chiliab  Smith, 
cock  s corps  in  the  gray  dawn  at  Cold  Harbor,  i his  son.  born  at  Wethersfield  in  1636,  married 

(6)  Marv  E.  married  James  Shaw,  of  Chicago,  i Hannah  Hitchcock  October  2.  1661,  and  died 

(7)  William  F.  resides  in  Colorado.  (8)  Ellen  i March  7,  1731.  Ebenezer  Smith,  born  July  11, 

G.  married  Alexander  D.  Chisholm,  of  Anti-  1 1668,  at  Wethersfield,  married  Abigail  Bouton, 
gonish,  N.  S.  (9)  Margaret  A.  died  in  infancy  1 daughter  of  John  Bouton,  a Huguenot,  in 
in  1857.  (10)  Elizabeth  married  John  J.  Mac-  | October,  1691.  Eliakim  Smith,  born  January 

Pherson,  of  Antigonish,  Nova  Scotia.  j 13.  1704.  married  in  1727  Abigail  Hoyt,  and 

Doctor  MacDonald  was  born  at  Antigonish,  : died  February  11.  1777.  Noah  Smith,  born  May 
N.  S.,  May  30.  1841.  His  first  name,  Allan,  is  j 7,  1739,  died  June  5,  1794.  Asa  Smith,  mar- 
a family  name,  appearing  seven  times  in  his  I ried,  January  16.  1792,  Jeruse  Knapp.  Asa  Ed- 
genealogy  from  the  time  of  Allan  MacDonald,  the  ward  Smith,  born  October  1,  1798,  married  Sep- 
progenitor  of  the  Knoydart  family  of  MacDon-  tember  11,  1823,  Ann  Maria  Brown,  and  died 
aids,  to  the  present  time.  In  1856,  after  receiv-  January  3,  1880;  he  was  the  father  of  Theodore 
ing  an  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools,  Edward  Smith.  He  (Asa  E.  Smith),  was  a native 
he  entered  St  Francis  Xavier  College,  in  the  of  the  town,  and  became  connected  with  a large 
same  town,  and  took  a complete  course,  gradu-  pottery  business  there. 

ating  in  1 86 1 . He  began  his  professional  studies  After  receiving  an  education  in  the  schools  of 
in  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  at  Chicago,  111.,  Norwalk  our  subject  went,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
and  in  1874  received  the  degree  M.  D.  from  that  teen,  to  New  York  City,  and  took  charge  of  the 
noted  homeopathic  institution.  A few  months  j salesrooms  which  had  been  established  some  time 
were  spent  in  prospecting  for  a suitable  location,  before  by  his  father  for  the  disposal  of  the  prod- 
and  after  short  periods  of  residence  at  Martins-  uct  of  the  Norwalk  factory,  and  he  continued  in 
burg,  W.  Va.,  and  Patterson,  Putnam  Co.,  N.Y.,  charge  of  this  until  his  death.  He  showed  un- 
he  settled  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  where  he  estab-  usual  ability  from  the  first,  and  throughout  his 
lished  a fine  practice  and  remained  thirteen  years,  life  was  devoted  to  business  interests,  never  tak- 
In  1887  he  came  to  Danbury,  and  received  an  ing  any  active  part  in  public  affairs,  although  he 
introduction  to  the  practice  of  Dr.  S.  M.  Griffin  was  a firm  believer  in  the  principles  and  policy 
when  that  physician  retired  from  active  practice  of  the  Democratic  party.  Religious  work  claimed 
in  October,  1887.  Immediately  he  took  a promi-  his  active  sympathy  and  support,  and  for  years  he 
nent  place  among  the  leading  physicians  of  Dan-  was  a vestryman  in  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church 
bury,  and  he  enjoys  a large  and  lucrative  practice  at  Norwalk.  At  his  death,  which  occurred  April 

among  the  wealthiest  and  most  intelligent  fami-  3,  1879,  he  was  deeply  mourned  by  a large  circle 
10 
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of  friends.  On  November  10,  1853,  he  married 
Miss  Hannah  Louise  Camp,  who  survives  him, 
and  now  occupies  the  handsome  family  residence 
at  No.  33  France  street,  Norwalk.  For  some 
time  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
made  their  home  in  New  York  City,  where  two 
children  were  born  to  them:  (1)  Wilfred,  who 

is  now  engaged  in  the  pottery  business,  married 
Miss  Mary  E.  Atwater,  of  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.,  and 
has  had  two  sons — Leonard  Atwater  and  Arthur 
Eugene.  (2)  Miss  Elinor  Louise  resides  with 
her  mother. 

Mrs.  H.  Louise  Smith  is  a native  of  Nor- 
walk, and  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  highly-esteemed  families  of  this  State.  The 
Camp  family  traces  its  descent  from  Nicholas 
Camp,  who  lived  in  the  town  of  Nasing,  County 
of  Essex,  England,  prior  to  the  year  1620,  and 
came  to  this  country  with  his  son,  “Nicholas 
the  younger,”  who  was  married  in  1652  to 
Catherine  Thompson,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and 
made  his  residence,  for  a time  at  least,  at  Mil- 
ford. Samuel  Camp,  Sr.,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent,  was  born  at  Milford,  September  15, 
1655,  and  was  married  November  13,  1672,  to 
Hannah  Betts,  of  Norwalk.  Their  son,  Samuel 
Camp,  Jr.,  was  married  April  28.  1696,  to  Re- 
becca Canfield.  Capt.  Jonathan  Camp,  the 
great-great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Smith,  is  the 
next  in  order,  and  was  born  at  Milford,  Decem- 
ber 17,  1702;  he  married  Ann  Platt,  who  was 
born  in  1710.  Jonathan  Camp,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Smith's 
great-grandfather,  was  born  at  Norwalk,  May  17, 
1735,  and  was  married  in  1759  to  Mary  Burwell, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  locality,  April  17, 
1734.  They  had  nine  children. 

Jonathan  Camp  (3),  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Smith,  was  bom  in  Norwalk,  February  20,  1768, 
and  became  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah  Bouton,  a lineal  descendant  of 
Count  Nicholas  Bouton,  a Huguenot,  who  is 
mentioned  again  below.  Six  children  were  born 
of  this  union:  Sarah,  Mary,  William,  Jonathan, 
Stephen  W.,  and  Mary  E. 

Jonathan  Camp  (4),  the  father  of  Mrs.  Smith, 
was  born  at  Norwalk  September  15.  1801,  and 
engaged  in  agriculture  in  that  locality.  He  was 
a leader  in  various  progressive  movements,  serv- 
ing at  times  as  president  of  different  agricultural 
associations,  and  helping  to  promote  the  best  in- 
terests of  this  section  in  every  possible  way.  He 
was  instrumental  in  securing  the  construction  of 
the  Danbury  & Norwalk  railroad,  and  was  also 
connected  with  a large  paper-mill  in  that  city. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  he  took  much 
interest  in  Church  work,  being  a vestryman  and, 
later,  warden  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  at 


Norwalk.  He  died  April  14,  1880,  and  his  wife, 
Mary  C.  Newkirk,  who  was  also  a devout  Church 
member,  died  December  4,  1896.  She  was  bom 
in  Norwalk,  February  15,  1808,  where  she  was 
married  January  11,  1826,  and  was  of  the  fifth 
generation  in  descent  from  Garrett  Newkirk,  of 
Holland,  who  probably  never  came  to  America. 
His  son.  Conrad,  who  was  born  in  Holland, 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  located,  it  is  thought,  in 
New-  York.  John  Newkirk,  the  next  in  the  line 
of  descent,  was  born  in  1752,  probably  in  New 
York,  and  became  a resident  of  Norwalk,  where 
Garrett  Newkirk,  the  father  of  Mary  C.  Newkirk, 
was  born.  Mrs.  Smith  was  one  of  a family  of 
six  children,  as  follows:  Stephen  W.,  who  died 
November  20,  1831 ; Rebecca  G.,  wife  of  Samuel 
E.  Olmstead;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Rev.  Eugene  C. 
Pattison;  H.  Louise  (Mrs.  Smith);  Jonathan  (5), 
formerly  a civil  engineer  and  city  surveyor  of  Jer- 
sey City,  N.  J.,  who  married  Miss  Frances  J. 
Wood,  and  died  in  1874;  and  Albert  N.,  who  is 
not  now  engaged  in  any  business. 

Count  Nicholas  Bouton,  mentioned  above, 
w'as  a native  of  France,  but  on  account  of  relig- 
ious persecutions  his  son  John  went  to  England 
in  his  boyhood,  where,  in  December,  1635,  he 
set  sail  for  America  in  the  bark  "Assurance,” 
and,  as  a young  man  of  twenty,  landed  at  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  He  had  a son  Joseph,  who  had  a son 
Jachain,  whose  son  Esaias,  a native  of  Norwalk, 
was  the  father  of  Hannah  Bouton,  Mrs.  Smith’s 
grandmother. 


Lieut. -col.  richard  fitz  gibbon. 

Among  the  citizens  of  mark  in  Bridgeport 

no  one  is  more  worthy  of  consideration  than  he 
whose  name  here  appears,  and  whose  war  record 
is  second  to  none  in  the  State. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  6,  1836.  in 
Montreal,  Canada,  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  six 
children  born  to  Edward  and  Johanna  FitzGib- 
bon,  who  in  1832  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  Can- 
ada. Later  they  removed  to  New  York,  and 
thence  came  to  Bridgeport.  Edward  FitzGib- 
bon  was  born  in  1810,  at  Youghal,  County  Cork, 
Ireland,  where  he  married  Johanna  Lockhart,  of 
the  same  country,  and  who  died  in  1885.  He 
was  a saddler  by  trade,  and,  while  a resident  of 
Bridgeport,  for  a time  worked  for  Harral  & Cal- 
houn. He  was  a member  of  the  volunteer  fire 
department  of  the  borough.  He  passed  from 
earth  in  Bridgeport  in  1893. 

When  our  subject  came  of  age  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  firm  of  Harral  & Calhoun  to 
learn  the  saddler's  trade,  but  after  serving  some 
time  in  this  business  he  abandoned  it  to  fill  a P0' 
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sition  as  assistant  storekeeper  on  the  “North 
Star”  and  “Ariel,"  Vanderbilt  line  of  steamers, 
which  at  that  time  plied  between  New  York  and 
Havre,  France,  touching  at  Southampton,  Eng- 
land. With  this  line  he  remained  for  almost 
three  years,  during  which  time  he  crossed  the 
ocean  many  times.  In  i860  he  accepted  a posi- 
tion as  messenger  with  the  Adams  Express  Com- 
pany, and  ran  between  Bridgeport  and  Great 
Barrington.  He  was  thus  engaged  when  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  prior  to  which  he  had 
been  deeply  interested  in  the  State  Militia,  hav- 
ing served  in  different  capacities  some  five  years. 
He  commanded  the  famous  Washington  Light 
Guards  of  Bridgeport,  and  was  commissioned 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  8th  Regiment. 

When  the  President’s  first  call  came  for  vol- 
unteers to  defend  the  Union,  Col.  FitzGibbon 
responded  promptly,  and  assisted  in  organizing 
Company  H for  the  1st  Conn.  V.  I.,  of  which, 
on  April  20,  1861,  he  was  commissioned  captain. 
The  regiment  served  in  Tyler’s  brigade,  Depart- 
ment of  Northwestern  Virginia,  from  May,  1861, 
and  in  the  1st  Brigade,  1st  Division,  Army  of 
Northwestern  Virginia.  It  participated  in  the 
engagements  at  Vienna,  June  17,  and  Bull  Run, 
July  21,  and  was  mustered  out  July  31,  1861. 
On  his  return  home  Col.  FitzGibbon  assisted  in 
organizing  the  6th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  September 
3,  1861,  he  was  mustered  in  as  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  9th  Conn.  V.  I.,  of  which  regiment  he  was 
in  command  from  June  20-24,  1863,  till  October 
26,  1864,  when  he  was  mustered  out,  his  term  of 
service  having  expired.  The  regiment  sailed 
from  Boston  to  Ship  Island,  Miss.,  December  26, 
1861 ; took  part  in  the  expedition  to  Biloxi,  April 
3-4,  1862;  was  in  evidence  at  the  skirmish  at 
Pass  Christian  and  the  capture  of  the  3rd  Miss- 
issippi Infantry’s  colors,  also  at  the  capture  of 
Forts  Morgan  and  St.  Philip  on  the  Mississippi 
river.  The  9th  Regiment  was  also  present  at  the 
taking  of  New  Orleans,  May  1,  1862,  and  at  the 
operations  near  Vicksburg  June  26.  1863.  Other 
engagements,  etc.,  in  which  it  participated  were 
the  battles  of  Baton  Rouge,  duty  at  defences  of 
New  Orleans,  expedition  to  St.  Charles  Court 
House  and  from  New  Orleans  to  Ponchatoula 
and  Manchat  Pass;  also  the  skirmish  at  Chaca- 
houla.  an  expedition  from  New  Orleans  to  Madi- 
sonville  Station  under  the  command  of  the  lieu- 
tenant-colonel. The  regiment  was  ordered  to 
New  Haven  on  a veteran  furlough  for  thirty  days. 
At  the  expiration  of  the  furlough  it  was  ordered 
to  report  to  General  Grant  at  City  Point;  from 
thence  it  was  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  W.  S. 
Hancock  at  Deep  Bottom  on  July  28.  1864.  The 
regiment  was  at  the  Shenandoah  in  the  campaign 


of  August  9 to  November  28;  also  at  the  battle 
of  Opequan  Creek  on  September  19.  and  Fisher’s 
Hill. 

When  the  war  ended  Col.  FitzGibbon  turned 
his  attention  to  the  paths  of  peace,  and  for  some 
time  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  fans  in 
New  York  City,  later  removing  to  Bridgeport, 
where  he  accepted  a position  with  the  Wheeler  & 
Wilson  Sewing  Machine  Company,  where  he  had 
charge  of  the  assembling  of  the  parts  until  1877. 
In  that  year  he  was  appointed  health  officer, 
which  incumbency  he  filled  until  January,  1896, 
when  he  resigned.  While  his  resignation  was 
pending  he  was  offered  the  position  of  inspector 
by  the  Bridgeport  Hydraulic  Company,  which  he 
accepted. 

On  April  15,  1862,  Colonel  FitzGibbon  was 
married  to  Miss  Nellie  A.  Barnum,  who  was  born 
in  Bridgeport,  November  23,  1844.  She  died 
in  July,  1889,  leaving  no  children.  Socially,  Col. 
FitzGibbon  was  a member  of  St.  John's  Chap- 
ter, R.  A.  M.,  during  the  war,  and  is  a charter 
member  of  Corinthian  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  at 
Bridgeport;  he  also  is  a member  of  the  Loyal 
Legion  of  the  United  States,  with  the  Army  and 
Navy  Club  of  Connecticut,  and  with  Elias  Howe, 
Jr.,  Post  No.  3,  G.  A.  R.  During  Mayor  De- 
Forest’s  administration  he  served  as  fire  com- 
missioner. 


LFRED  E.  AUSTIN,  of  Norwalk,  is  a 
member  of  the  legal  fraternity  in  this  sec- 
tion, being  especially  noted  for  his  mastery  of 
the  difficult  and  complicated  department  of  juris- 
prudence, known  as  real-estate  law. 

Mr.  Austin  comes  of  a good  old  Colonial 
family,  whose  members  have  won  distinction  for 
the  name  in  various  lines  of  effort,  and  is  of  the 
eighth  generation  in  direct  descent  from  John 
Austin,  of  Sandwich,  County  of  Kent,  England, 
who  came  to  America  at  a very  early  date,  and 
died  at  Greenwich,  this  county,  September  5, 
1657.  The  line  of  descent  is  traced  through  his 
son,  John.  Jr.,  born  in  1635;  David,  born  Febru- 
ary 23.  1670;  David  (2),  born  November  2, 
1703;  David  (3),  our  subject’s  great-grandfather, 
who  was  born  in  1732  at  New  Haven;  John,  our 
subject's  grandfather,  who  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below;  and  David  R.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. Among  the  children  of  David  Austin  (3), 
our  subject's  great-grandfather,  was  a son. 
Stephen,  who.  with  one  or  two  others,  went  to 
Texas  in  the  early  times  and  located  at  the  site 
of  the  present  city  of  Austin,  which  was  named 
in  bis  honor.  John  Austin,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  New  Haven  June  28, 
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1774,  and  died  in  Texas  in  1833,  after  a success- 
ful career  as  a merchant.  He  married  Miss 
Susan  Rogers,  of  Greenfield  Hill,  this  county, 
who  was  a member  of  a well-known  family  which 
furnished  several  good  soldiers  to  the  Revolution- 
ary army  during  the  struggle  for  independence. 
Thirteen  children  were  born  of  this  union:  Mary, 
Julia,  John,  Andrew,  Susan,  David  K.,  William 
T.,  Lydia,  Martha,  Samuel  H.,  Rebecca,  Willis 
R.  and  Alfred  J. 

Rev.  David  R.  Austin,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Bridgeport,  this  county,  Febru- 
ary 28,  1807,  and  grew  to  manhood  there.  For  | 
some  time  he  was  engaged  in  educational  work,  ■ 
and  then,  desiring  to  enter  the  ministry,  he  ' 
pursued  a course  of  study  in  Union  College,  at 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.  On  leaving  that  institution  ! 
he  took  charge  of  the  academy  at  Monson,  Mass., 
where  he  remained  several  years.  He  then  en-  j 
tered  upon  his  pastoral  labors,  and  spent  two 
years  at  Ludlow.  Mass;  also  fourteen  at  Stur-  | 
bridge.  Mass.,  and  in  1851  was  settled  at  South  [ 
Norwalk  as  the  minister  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  died  there  in  October,  1879,  deeply  i 
lamented  by  a large  number  of  people  in  differ-  j 
ent  places,  whose  lives  had  been  made  better  by  1 
his  helpful  ministrations.  While  residing  at  Mon-  ; 
son.  Mass.,  he  met  and  married  Miss  Lucinda  1 
Ely.  daughter  of  Rev.  Alfred  Ely,  who  was  pastor  j 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  at  that  place,  some  i 
sixtv-six  years,  his  death  occurring  there  in  1866.  j 
His  father,  Alfred  Ely,  a resident  of  West  Spring- 
field,  Mass.,  married  Drusilla  Brewster,  a lineal 
descendant  of  Elder  William  Brewster,  who  came 
to  this  country,  in  1620,  in  the  “Mayflower.” 
The  line  of  descent  is  traced  from  this  honored 
pilgrim  through  his  son  Jonathan,  his  grandson 
William,  and  his  great-grandson  Benjamin  to 
William  Brewster,  the  grandfather  of  Lucinda 
Ely,  our  subject’s  mother,  who  died  in  March, 

1864.  ! 

Mr.  Austin’s  birth  occurred  June  1,  1848,  at  j 
Sturbridge,  Mass.,  and  when  he  was  about  three  1 
years  old  his  parents  removed  to  Norwalk,  where 
much  of  his  youth  was  spent.  After  acquiring 
an  elementary  education  he  went  to  Monson, 
Mass.,  to  prepare  for  college,  and  later  took  a 
complete  course  at  Yale,  graduating  in  1869. 
The  next  seven  years  were  passed  in  travel,  and 
in  1876  he  began  his  professional  studies  in  the 
office  of  Judge  Woodward,  of  Norwalk.  In  1878 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  for  twelve 
vears  served  ably  as  trial  justice  and  justice  of 
the  peace,  more  than  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred cases  passing  before  him  in  that  time.  He 
now  has  an  extensive  office  practice,  and  is  often 
engaged  in  the  settlement  of  estates,  being  skill- 


I ful  in  that  branch  of  the  law  as  well  as  in  his 
chosen  specialty  of  real-estate  practice. 

On  April  29,  1885,  Mr.  Austin  married  Miss 
Caroline  R.  Converse,  daughter  of  Col.  Charles 
A.  Converse,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Mary  Elizabeth.  Mr.  Austin  is  a mem- 
ber of  various  fraternal  bodies,  including  the  F. 

! & A.  M.  and  the  Norwalk  Club.  Politically,  he 
\ is  a firm  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
! his  influence  is  recognized  in  the  councils  of  the 
local  organization. 

HON.  CYRUS  RAYMOND,  a prominent 

business  man  of  Danbury,  is  a veteran  of 

the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  gained  an  enviable  rec- 
ord for  courage  and  devotion  to  his  country,  en- 
during not  only  the  hardships  of  active  service 
but  the  horrors  of  prison  life. 

Mr.  Raymond  was  born  January  29,  1843.  in 
the  town  of  New  Canaan,  this  county,  and  comes 
of  good  old  Colonial  stock.  The  family  origin- 
ated in  France,  but  the  first  American  ancestor 
came  from  England,  where  so  many  persecuted 
members  of  the  French  nation  sought  refuge  in 
the  early  times.  The  name  of  Richard  Raymond 
appears  in  the  records  of  Salem,  Mass.,  for  the 
year  1634.  John  Raymond,  a son  of  Richard, 
was  born  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  his  son  Thom- 
as was  also  born  at  that  place.  Comfort  Ray- 
mond, a son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in  either  Nor- 
walk or  New  Canaan,  and  his  son,  Comfort,  our 
subject  s great-grandfather,  was  certainly  a na- 
tive of  New  Canaan. 

Russell  G.  Raymond,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  New  Canaan  in  1782,  and 
passed  his  life  there  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
married  Asenath  Hoyt,  and  had  five  children; 
Arza  B..  a farmer  at  Lewisboro.  N.  Y.,  died  in 
1834;  Joseph  H.,  a farmer  in  Norwalk,  died  in 
1882;  Russell  G.,  Jr.,  our  subject's  father,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below;  Cyrus  E.,  a hatter 
in  Danbury,  died  in  1895;  Polly  A.,  who  married 
Samuel  Scribner,  died  in  New  Canaan  in  1880. 

Russell  G.  Raymond,  Jr.,  grew  to  manhood 
upon  a farm,  following  that  occupation  in  con- 
nection with  grist  milling.  He  died  in  Novem- 
ber, 1851.  His  wife,  Sally  M.  Dann,  a daugh- 
I ter  of  Cook  Dann,  a farmer  in  New  Canaan,  die-1 
j June  2S.  1863.  They  had  four  children:  Arza, 

j who  served  three  years  in  Company  H,  J 7*h  Conn. 

! Vol.,  and  for  twenty  years  was  an  agent  for  the 
j Adams  Express  Company,  is  now  a resident  0 
New  Canaan;  Julia  M.  is  the  wife  of  Samue 
Malkin,  of  Norwalk;  Cyrus,  our  subject,  is  the 
third  in  order  of  birth;  Sarah  A.,  who  marrie 
George  Badger,  of  Michigan*  died  in  1884, 
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Our  subject’s  youth  was  spent  in  the  town 
of  New  Canaan,  where  he  attended  school,  and 
he  afterward  worked  in  a gristmill,  becoming 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  details  of  that  busi- 
ness. In  April,  1862,  he  removed  to  Danbury 
and  was  employed  for  a few  months  in  a mill  be- 
longing to  George  Crofutt.  On  August  12,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  17th  Conn.  V.  I., 
from  New  Canaan,  and  went  to  the  front  where 
he  saw  much  severe  fighting,  taking  part  in  nu- 
merous battles  including  those  of  Chancellors- 
ville  and  Gettysburg.  At  the  latter  place  he  was 
taken  prisoner  on  July  2,  1863,  and  he  remained 
in  captivity  until  August  22,  of  that  year.  His 
experiences  so  injured  his  health  that  he  was 
obliged  to  stay  in  hospital  for  a time,  but  he 
finally  rejoined  his  regiment,  which  was  then  in 
Florida,  and  remained  in  active  service  until 
mustered  out  July  19,  1865.  On  returning  to 
Connecticut,  he  received  his  discharge  from  the 
State  service  at  New  Haven,  on  August  1,  1865. 
The  next  three  years  he  spent  in  Danbury,  where 
he  carried  on  a trucking  business,  but  August  1 , 
1868,  he  went  to  New  Canaan  to  enter  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Adams  Express  Company.  After  two 
years  in  this  business  he  returned  to  Danbury 
where  he  was  employed  some  14  years  by  the 
Tweedy  Manufacturing  Company.  While  there 
he  began  the  business  of  designing,  engraving 
and  printing  on  special  order  work  in  a small 
way,  and  as  his  business  increased  he  enlarged 
and  improved  his  equipment,  and  since  1884  he 
has  devoted  his  attention  entirely  to  that  line  of 
business.  His  work  is  most  artistic  in  design 
and  finish,  as  he  makes  a specialty  of  embossing 
and  other  high  grades  of  work,  printing  in  gold 
and  silver,  steel  engravings,  and  in  ink  on  silk 
and  other  materials.  The  hatters  of  Danbury 
give  him  many  orders  for  fine  printing,  as  his 
work  is  especially  fitted  for  tips  and  other  ma- 
terials used  in  the  trade.  Mr.  Raymond’s  indus- 
try has  brought  him  excellent  financial  returns, 
and  among  his  investments  we  may  mention  an 
orange  grove  in  Florida. 

In  1862  Mr.  Raymond  married  Miss  MaryJ. 
Slawson,  daughter  of  Eleazer  Slawson,  of  Pond 
Ridge,  West  Chester  Co.,  N.  Y.  Seven  children 
were  born  of  this  union,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. Of  the  others:  C.  Frank,  a resident  of  Dan- 
bury, is  an  engineer  by  occupation  ; G.  Bert  is  also 
an  engineer;  Mary  L.  married  C.  R.  Morse,  former- 
ly of  Portland,  N.  Y.,  but  now  in  the  tip-print- 
ing business  at  Bethel,  this  county;  Sarah  I. 
married  John  T.  Boughton,  of  Danbury;  and 
Miss  Jennie  E.  is  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Raymond  is  an  Independent 
with  inclinations  toward  the  Greenback  move- 


ment. In  1886  he  was  a member  of  the  State 
Legislature,  and  he  has  also  taken  an  active  part 
in  municipal  affairs,  having  served  two  years  as 
alderman  from  the  First  ward  of  Danbury,  and 
in  1895  he  was  made  superintendent  of  public 
works.  In  social  as  well  as  in  public  life  he  is 
highly  esteemed,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  G. 
A.  R.  and  the  Union  Veteran  Legion. 


EDWIN  H.  ABRAMS,  editor  of  The  Green- 
wich  News,  was  born  June  1,  1861,  at  Cro- 
ton Falls,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  son  of  George 
W.  and  Susan  M.  (Reeve)  Abrams.  His  ances- 
tors, who  were  of  English  origin,  settled  in  New 
York  State  probably  early  in  1700.  His  great- 
grandfather, John  Abrams,  who  lived  at  Rossville, 
Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  took  part  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  fighting  for  American  liberty.  Mr.  Abrams’ 
maternal  ancestors  for  several  generations  lived 
on  Long  Island,  his  maternal  grandfather,  Hew- 
lett Reeve,  residing  at  Southampton.  The 
Reeves  were  also  an  English  family,  and  came 
to  Long  Island  among  the  early  settlers. 

Mr.  Abrams  lived  at  Croton  Falls  until  1888, 
being  engaged  in  newspaper  work  as  publisher 
of  the  Croton  Falls  Folio , and  coming  to  Green- 
wich in  that  year  he  assumed  control  of  The 
Greenwich  News,  which  had  been  recently  es- 
tablished. In  1889  he  purchased  the  paper, 
which  he  has  since  edited  and  published. 


STEPHEN  C.  PECK.  Among  the  prominent 
residents  of  Greenwich  township  a century 
ago  none  perhaps  were  better  known,  certainly 
none  lived  more  worthily,  than  the  Rev.  David 
Peck.  In  his  day  the  assumption  of  ministerial 
duties  did  not  always  involve  the  abandonment 
of  more  material  pursuits,  and  in  addition  to  the 
religious  charge  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  at  Greenwich,  Rev.  Peck  engaged  in  the 
work  of  farmer.  He  owned  a farm  on  the  river 
road  in  Greenwich  township,  and  rode  on  horse- 
back to  and  from  Greenwich,  where  he  was  the 
minister  of  the  First  Congregational  Church. 
His  son,  David,  was  a farmer.  Stephen  C.  Peck 
a son  of  the  latter,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  April  2,  1836,  and  early  acquired  the 
habits  of  industry,  patience  and  thrift,  which 
have  crowned  his  life. 

Rev.  David  Peck  was  the  son  of  Eliphalet 
Peck.  David  was  twice  married  and  had  twenty- 
one  children — ten  by  his  first  wife,  and  eleven  by 
his  second  wife.  David,  a son  by  the  second 
wife,  was  born  March  16,  1805,  and  was  reared 
on  the  farm.  His  educational  opportunities 
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were  quite  limited,  for  he  attended  the  district  1 
schools  only  for  a short  period  during  the  winter  < 
months.  His  summers  were  devoted  wholly  to 
farming.  David  Peck  was  married  March  u, 
1829,  to  Miss  Mary  B.  Miller,  who  was  bom 
July  19,  1806,  in  Bedford,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of 
Lewis  Miller,  a blacksmith.  After  his  marriage 
David  began  housekeeping  just  across  Byram 
river  from  his  father’s  farm,  and  frequently  both 
he  and  his  wife  forded  the  stream  on  horseback 
before  the  construction  of  a bridge.  He  remained 
on  this  farm  till  his  death,  which  occurred  Au- 
gust 15,  1 888.  His  wife,  mother  of  our  subject, 
died  April  10,  1879,  and  both  are  buried  in  the 
Baptist  cemetery  on  King  Street,  Greenwich. 
David  Peck  was  by  political  faith  a Democrat 
until  the  Civil  war,  when  he  became  a Republic- 
an. From  1840  he  was  deacon  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  until  death  was  devout  in  his  Church 
life.  He  followed  farming  throughout  life,  and 
was  highly  esteemed  for  his  many  estimable 
qualities.  The  children  of  David  and  Mary  B. 
(Miller)  Peck  were  as  follows:  Cephas,  born  Jan- 
uary 3,  1830,  was  a carpenter  at  Brookville,  and 
died  April  14,  1894;  Andrew,  born  May  7,  1831, 
died  September  15,  1831 ; Annie  A.,  born  Septem- 
ber 9,  1833,  is  now  living  at  Port  Chester,  N. 
Y.,  the  widow  of  Samuel  Peck;  Mary  A.,  born 
January  27,  1835,  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  K.  Wil- 
cox, of  Bridgeport;  Stephen  C.  is  the  subject  of 
our  sketch;  Clarissa  R.,  born  October  9,  1838, 
died  October  19,  1839;  Catherine  M.,  born  De- 
cember 30,  1839,  died  March  4,  1863;  Sarah  M., 
born  January  29,  1841,  died  in  childhood;  Alvord, 
born  June  26,  1843,  is  a farmer  of  Alamo,  Mich.; 
Elizabeth  C.,  born  June  25,  1847,  married  Frank 
Bronson,  and  died  at  Port  Chester. 

Stephen  C.  Peck  in  his  boyhood  attended  the 
Riverside  school,  and  for  a few  weeks  was  a 
student  at  Greenwich  Academy,  but  he  was 
attacked  with  quinsy,  and  so  reluctantly  was 
obliged  to  forego  further  instruction.  He  was  a 
ready  pupil,  and  acquired  his  limited  education 
easily.  Returning  to  the  home  farm,  he  was 
“put  into  harness”  early  in  life,  and  assumed 
the  obligations  and  hardships  with  cheerfulness. 
Stephen  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  his 
marriage,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years.  In 
youth,  after  the  home  work  was  done,  he  was  al- 
lowed the  use  of  the  oxen  to  earn  money  else- 
where. He  was  married  November  20,  1865,  to 
Miss  Eliza  B.  Sherwood,  who  was  born,  in  1840 
near  Glenville,  a daughter  of  William  B.  and 
Eliza  (Burns)  Sherwood.  Mr.  Sherwood  was  by 
trade  a shoemaker,  but  he  following  farming,  and  j 
lived  at  Greenwich  to  the  age  of  eighty-three. 

Our  subject,  in  the  spring  of  1866,  began  | 


housekeeping.  He  had  purchased  sixty-five  acres 
of  land  off  the  John  B.  Wilson  farm,  and  there 
he  resided  until  he  removed  to  his  present  home, 
near  Glenville,  the  Sherwood  homestead.  Four 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck:  Erne- 
line,  now  Mrs.  Daniel  Denton,  of  Greenwich; 
Frank,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Will- 
iam D.,  at  home;  and  Frederick  C.,  who  died  an 
infant.  In  politics  Mr.  Peck  is  non-partisan.  He 
has  strong  convictions,  and  votes  from  principle. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  prominent  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Greenwich.  He 
is  a total  abstainer  from  the  liquor  habit.  He 
worthily  represents  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
Fairfield  county,  is  a substantial  farmer,  well- 
known  and  well-esteemed,  intelligent  in  his  grasp 
of  public  affairs,  and  fearless  in  his  support  of 
measures  of  right  and  justice. 


HILO  MEAD,  a highly  esteemed  resident  of 

_ the  town  of  Greenwich,  is  a man  whose 

personality  and  achievements  have  left  an  in- 
delible impression  upon  that  locality,  his  work 
and  influence  having  been  potent  factors  in  the 
development  of  the  thriving  villages  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  town.  Coming  of  good  old 
pioneer  ancestry,  Mr.  Mead  preserves  the  tra- 
ditions of  his  race  in  his  handsome,  finely  pro- 
portioned physique,  full  of  vigor  and  life,  and  in 
the  sound  judgment,  enterprise  and  public  spirit 
which  have  always  characterized  his  actions. 

Mr.  Mead  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  de- 
scent from  John  Mead,  who  came  from  England 
in  1642,  bringing  his  son  John  with  him,  and, 
after  a temporary  residence  in  Massachusetts  and 
on  Long  Island,  located  in  1660  in  the  town  of 
Greenwich,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  with  two  sons, 
John  (2)  and  Joseph.  The  younger  son  after- 
ward removed  to  New  Jersey. 

John  (2).  from  whom  the  Mead  family  in  this 
section  trace  their  descent,  had  the  following 
children:  John,  Joseph,  Jonathan,  Ebenezer  (1), 
David,  Benjamin,  Nathaniel,  Samuel,  Hannah, 
Abigail  and  Mary  Elizabeth. 

Ebenezer  (i)  reared  a family  of  children, 
among  whom  was  a son  and  namesake  known  to 
posterity  as  Ebenezer  (2),  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 25.  1692,  and  died  May,  1 775-  He  married 
Hannah  Brown  and  had  twelve  children,  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Ebenezer,  born  October  8,  1 7 1 
February  25, 1758;  (2)  Silas,  Born  May  22,  1720, 
died  October,  1816;  (3)  Abraham  (1).  born  June 
15,  1721,  died  in  1742;  (4)  Jonas,  our  subjects 
j paternal  grandfather,  born  December  25,  >7Z 5> 
died  September  14,  1783;  (5)  Solomon  (twin  of 
I Jonas),  born  December  25,  1725  (date  of  death 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


247 


not  known);  (6)  Deliverance,  born  May  4.  1728, 
died  May  3,  1785;  (7)  Amos,  born  November  22, 
1730,  died  February  24,  1807;  (8)  Edmond,  born 
•732,  died  1755;  (9)  Hannah,  born  in  1735, 
died  June  25,  1757;  (ioj  Jabe2,  born  March  1, 
1737,  died  September  14,  1866;  (11)  Jared,  our 
subject's  maternal  grandfather,  born  December 
15,  1738.  died  May,  1830;  (12)  Abraham  (2), 
born  December  14,  1724,  died  December  24, 
1827.  He  was  known  as  Capt.  Potter  Mead, 
and  became  the  progenitor  of  the  Belle  Haven 
branch  of  the  family.  He  was  an  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,  and  did  gallant  service  at 
the  battle  of  White  Plains.  The  place  where 
t-apt.  Abraham  Mead  lived  was  at  Indian  Har- 
bor, east  of  what  is  now  called  Indian  Field, 
where  formerly  vessels  were  built  and  fitted  out 
and  had  quite  a trade  with  the  West  Indies.  At 
that  time  bread  was  baked  in  what  was  called 
bnck  ovens,  which  would  contain  loaves  enough 
mo!r‘-a  week  for  a large  family;  a fire  would  be 
made  in  the  oven,  and  when  the  oven  was  hot 

woulfh  , bi?ke  thC  bread’  the  coals  and  ashes 

Tade  in  ,h  enu°Ut  a",d,the  dOUgh  for  the  bread 
made  in  the  shape  of  loaves  and  put  into  the 

snffir-  Ith  3 ong-handled  shovel,  and  left  a 

id  w s"nl  ^ t0,bak'e-  Then  What  was  ca»ed  a 

keen  the  h r ,Where  the  l03ves  were  Put  to 
tbe  stree.  ,(ro">  escaP>"R-  The  oven  faced 

”i>»  happened  lo  be  pneSne)™ 

tad  ” Vto„T  »aki„|  the 

the  lidl  /nT.K  h 6n  (hav,nS  taken  down 
bread  ’so  th,he  P°0r  an,mal  "as  baked  with  the 
onas  y/au  they  had  “bread  a"d  cider.” 
was  a lifelonp  ' T grandfatber  of  °ur  subject, 
townof  gL  6 ret,denJ  of  lndian  Field.  in  the 
'arm,  and  was  n'^'  where.he  °w"ed  an  extensive 
of  his  time  Hprominent  >n  the  various  activities 
support  of  ,hPHrnWaS  esPecially  interested  in  the 
beheld  the  Church,  *n  which 

hhaei  »«»■  By 

who  lived  to  adnh  b ( °We)l  he  had  three  sons 
Jonas.  Their  m“  laeeJ'  VJU-:  Noah-  Mark  a"d 
about  ten  months  T d'Cj  when  Jonas  (2)  was 
was  three Tears  1’  3"d.their  father  he 
finors,  the'three  child  Be‘ng  conse<3uent ly  left 

gnardianship  0f  thJl  d ? W£re  placed  under  the 
of  Greenwich  M V™'6,  Capt-  P°tter  Mead, 
chose  to  receive  aT’d0”6  °f  the  three  brotbers, 
mstead  of  takinc  h'  e,  ucaVon  *or  the  ministry 


was  born  at  the  old  homestead  in  Indian  Field 
April  13,  1784,  and  in  1820  removed  from  that 
place  to  another  farm,  at  Byram  Shore,  in  the 
extreme  southwestern  portion  of  the  township. 
The  locality  was  then  in  an  almost  primitive  con- 
dition, but  has  since  become  quite  thickly  settled, 
and  some  years  before  his  death  he  sold  seven- 
teen acres  of  land,  upon  which  the  first  buildings 
in  the  present  village  of  East  Port  (by  some  per- 
sons now  called  New  Lebanon)  were  erected. 
He  was  a man  of  firm  will  and  strong  convic- 
tions, being  immovable  as  to  any  course  which 
he  thought  right,  and  in  his  time  he  was  an  ear- 
nest champion  of  various  reform  movements.  He 
was  one  of  the  early  promoters  of  what  was 
known  as  the  "new  temperance  pledge.”  He 
was  an  ardent  Liberty-party  man  at  first,  after- 
ward a Free-soiler  and  Republican,  and  in  1840 
he  was  one  of  the  six  men  in  his  town  who  voted 
for  James  G.  Birney,  the  others  being  his  son, 
Mark  Mead,  Nehemiah  Howe,  Allen  Howe, 
Gilbert  Close  and  David  Banks.  As  a citizen  he 
was  much  esteemed,  and  he  was  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  (of  which  he 
was  deacon)  at  Greenwich  from  1828  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  August  2,  1871,  at 
the  old  homestead.  He  married  (first)  Miss 
Hannah  Hibbard,  and  (second)  Miss  Hannah 
Mead,  his  cousin,  who  was  born  May  25,  1788, 
and  died  January  27,  1874,  her  remains  being 
interred  beside  those  of  their  son  in  the  Con- 
gregational cemetery  at  Greenwich.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Jared  Mead,  and  granddaughter  of 
EbenezerMead  (2).  By  the  first  marriage  there 
were  three  children:  Sarah  (who  died  young), 

Charles  and  Hannah.  Of  these,  Charles  died 
January  10,  1895,  at  his  home  in  Indian  Field, 
and  Hannah,  who  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin 
Mead,  of  the  town  of  Rye,  N.  Y.,  died  October 
10,  1895.  There  were  three  children  by'  the 
second  union:  Mark  (deceased),  formerly  a 

resident  of  Byram;  Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years;  and  Milo,  our  subject,  who  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  farther  on. 

Abraham  Mead  (brother  of  Jonas.  Mead  (1), 
grandfather  of  Milo  Mead),  was  the  only  man  in 
this  section  who  understood  the  manufacturing 
and  glazing  of  stoneware,  and  it  is  said  that  he 
learned  from  the  Dutch  the  secret  of  glazing, 
adding  salt  in  the  burning  of  the  kiln.  This 
Abraham  Mead  bought  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land  called  Horseneck  Field,  for  two 
thousand  dollars,  which  he  paid  all  in  silver  dol- 
lars, almost  as  much  as  he  could  carry  in  his 
overcoat  pockets.  He  had  to  keep  his  money 
over  night,  and  fearing  robbers  he  collected  clubs, 
axes  and  other  weapons,  for  protection  against 
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possible  intruders,  at  the  house  at  Belle  Haven 
formerly  occupied  by  Oliver  Mead,  now  occupied 
by  Oliver  D.  Mead,  farther  south  across  what  is 
called  Byram  Cove  of  Belle  Haven,  where  our 
subject’s  father,  mother  and  his  aunt  Alma  re- 
sided, and  where  they  died.  Abraham  Mead 
bought  the  farm  which  is  now  owned  by  Oliver 
D.  Mead,  for  his  two  sons,  Zopher  and  Isaac; 
Zopher  Mead  was  the  father  of  Oliver  Mead,  from 
whom  the  property  was  inherited  by  Oliver  D. 
Mead,  and  Isaac  was  the  father  of  Augustus,  the 
father  of  the  present  Augustus  and  Nelson  B. 
Mead. 

In  1851  William  P.  Abendroth,  William  Pro- 
vost and  a William  Jones  bought  seventeen  acres 
of  Jonas  Mead,  and  laid  out  a village  opposite 
Port  Chester.  They  also  built  a draw-bridge  in 
Connecticut  nearly  opposite  the  Aberdroth  foun- 
dry, and  later  another  bridge  farther  north  nearly 
at  the  head  of  navigation,  but  without  a draw,  to 
avoid  expense.  At  the  death  of  Deacon  Jonas 
Mead,  that  part  of  his  farm  which  adjoined  the 
village  known  as  East  Port  Chester  was  inherited 
by  his  son  Milo,  who  extended  streets  farther  to 
the  east,  and  called  the  place  New  Lebanon. 

Milo  Mead,  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines, 
has  always  resided  at  the  old  farm  house,  at 
Byram  Shore,  and  at  his  father's  death  he  and 
his  brother  Mark  inherited  the  estate.  He  was 
extensively  engaged  in  farming,  but  of  late  years 
the  rapid  development  of  the  locality  has  made 
his  land  valuable  for  building  purposes,  and  he 
has  laid  out  and  sold  many  lots  at  large  prices. 
With  his  good  judgment  he  has  been  quick  to  en- 
courage local  improvements,  and  he  has  made 
liberal  expenditures  of  money  from  his  own 
pocket,  especially  in  the  building  up  of  the  village 
of  New  Lebanon,  where  he  has  laid  out  numerous 
roads  and  assisted  in  various  public  enterprises. 
He  is  a man  of  intelligence,  and  as  he  is  fond  of 
reading,  and  possesses  an  excellent  memory,  his 
conversation  is  both  interesting  and  instructive. 
His  education  was  largely  self-acquired,  as  in  his 
youth  the  schools  of  the  locality  were  of  a crude 
sort.  The  -old  Byram  school  house,  15x1  5, which 
was  moved  to  where  William  Newman  formerly 
lived,  and  where  Abraham  Slater  now  lives,  was 
occupied  as  a corn  crib  a number  of  years,  and  at 
the  most  liberal  estimate  could  not  have  cost 
$300  for  labor  and  materials,  while  the  box  stove, 
the  uncomfortable  wooden  benches,  and  the 
other  features  of  the  place  were  in  sharp  contrast 
with  the  furnishings  of  the  modern  school.  Our 
subject  s first  teacher  was  a Mr.  McFunn,  and  his 
other  instructors  in  the  old  school  were  William 
Dusenberry  and  John  Tyler.  The  methods  of 
teaching  were  as  primitive  as  the  building,  but  in 


spite  of  that  the  scholars,  who  usually  numbered 
forty,  learned  the  elements  of  reading,  writing 
(with  quill  pens  made  for  the  scholars  by  the 
teacher)  and  arithmetic,  and  laid  a good  foun- 
dation for  further  progress.  When  thirteen  years 
old  Mr.  Mead  began  attending  the  academy  at 
Greenwich  during  the  winter,  walking  to  and  fro 
every  school  day,  and  while  there  he  enjoyed  the 
able  instruction  of  Jeremiah  Spencer  and  Prof. 
Philander  Button. 

While  Mr.  Mead  has  never  united  with  any 
religious  society,  he  attended  the  Congregational 
Church  regularly  in  his  younger  days,  and  has 
always  contributed  generously  to  its  support  and 
to  the  work  of  other  denominations.  For  many 
years  he  served  as  assistant  librarian  of  the  Sec- 
ond Congregational  Church  at  Greenwich.  In 
politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  at  one 
time  he  held  the  office  of  tax  collector;  but  he 
does  not  care  for  official  positions,  preferring  a 
quiet  life,  devoted  to  his  own  business  and  to  the 
companionship  of  his  books.  It  is  the  wish  of 
all  who  know  him  that  he  may  keep  up  the 
family  record  for  longevity,  the  average  age  being 
eighty-five  years. 


CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  H.  HOYT,  of  South 
_ Norwalk,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  is  at  the  head 
of  one  of  the  leading  business  enterprises  of  that 
city,  being  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  W. 
H.  Hoyt  & Son,  planters,  exporters  and  whole- 
sale dealers  in  East  River  oysters  and  seed. 

The  Captain  is  regarded  as  a veteran  in  his 
line,  having  begun  the  business  when  only  four- 
teen years  old,  with  an  elder  brother.  George 
A.  Hoyt,  afterward  being  in  partnership  with 
Charles  W.  Hoyt,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hoyt 
Brothers,  for  eight  years.  He  was  also  con- 
nected with  a similar  enterprise  at  New  Haven, 
in  addition  to  his  business  at  South  Norwalk. 
The  latter  was  established  in  1865,  and  in  July, 
1880,  a stock  company  was  formed  under  the 
name  of  The  Hoyt  Brothers  Company,  the  sub- 
scribers being  Charles  W.  and  William  H.  Hoyt 
and  George  H.  Townsend.  In  1887  this  firm 
was  succeeded  by  that  of  W.  H.  Hoyt  & Son, 
and  the  trade  has  been  constantly  extended  by 
them,  their  seed  trade  and  European  orders  tak- 
ing their  entire  product.  They  own  large  oyster 
beds  in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  the  bivalves, 
after  being  packed  in  the  establishment  at  South 
Norwalk,  are  shipped  by  propellers  from  the 
firm’s  docks  to  steamships  at  New  York,  by 
which  they  are  carried  to  the  European  consign- 
ees. The  firm  has  built  several  fine  steamers, 
the  last  one,  the  “Mildred,"  is  a remarkable 
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boat,  designed  on  scientific  principles  to  meet  all 
o(  the  special  features  required  to  bring  the  work 
•of  the  oyster  industry  to  a fine  point.  Her 
equipment  is  as  fine  as  that  of  any  steamer 
afloat,  and  in  point  of  speed  she  is  the  fastest  in 
the  oyster  business.  She  is  used  in  the  trans- 
planting and  cultivation  of  the  product,  and  in 
catching  the  oysters  for  market.  A large  force 
of  workmen  is  needed  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
the  firm,  and  the  partners,  who  are  experts,  give 
their  whole  attention  to  the  management.  The 
plant  at  the  foot  of  Raymond  street,  South  Nor- 
walk, including  docks,  barges  and  store  houses, 
is  fitted  with  every  known  device  for  facilitating 
the  proper  handling  and  packing  of  the  oysters. 
The  business  has  always  been  conducted  in  a way 
to  command  the  respect  and  confidence  of  cus- 
tomers, reliability  and  fair  dealing  having  been 
the  watchword  of  its  management  from  the 
start. 

Captain  Hoyt  was  born  in  Norwalk  in  1836, his 
youth  was  spent  in  S.  Norwalk,  and  during  that 
time  he  became  acquainted  with  the  details  of 
the  carpenter's  trade;  but  as  he  thought  the  oyster 
business  more  congenial  and  promised  greater 
profits,  he  worked  only  three  months  at  his  trade, 
and  he  has  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
result  of  his  choice.  He  is  fond  of  travel,  and  has 
made  many  trips  to  Europe.  Politically  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  as  was  his  father  before  him, 
but  he  has  never  held  office.  The  Captain  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Bull,  daughter  of  Ezra  D.  Bull,  of 
Danbury. 

Captain  HoyCs  father,  the  late  Major  George 
Hoyt,  was  also  a native  of  Norwalk,  and  was 
identified  with  all  its  interests.  He  was  a pio- 
neer in  Methodism,  and  the  itinerant  preacher 
always  found  a welcome  at  his  home.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Lorinda  Smith,  daughter  of  Ephraim 
and  Sally  Smith,  of  Wilton,  ahd  they  died  at  the 
advanced  ages  of  seventy-nine  and  eighty-two 
years,  respectively,  after  fifty-eight  years  of  happy 
wedded  life.  They  had  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, of  whom  George  A.,  a pioneer  in  the  oyster 
business,  became  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
after  serving  in  many  battles,  died  on  his  way 
home.  Charles  W.  is  a boat  builder,  and  is  also 
engaged  in  the  oyster  business  at  Bridgeport. 
James  W.  is  an  oysterman  of  South  Norwalk. 
The  daughter  is  the  wife  of  George  N.  Burbank, 
of  Stratford. 


JOHN  H.  ROMA1NE,  who  is  in  the  employ 
of  the  Yale  & Towne  Company  in  Stamford, 
as  chief  clerk  of  Department  A,  has  during  ( 
his  residence  in  that  city  identified  himself  with  i 


several  of  her  important  interests,  and  earned  a 
place  among  her  public-spirited  and  reliable  citi- 
zens. 

Mr.  Romaine’s  father,  Joseph  Romaine,  was 
born  on  what  is  now  the  corner  of  First  and  the 
Bowery,  New  York,  but  was  then  the  Romaine 
family  farm.  The  property  had  been  obtained 
by  patent  from  the  Dutch  in  1668.  Joseph  Ro- 
maine was  married  in  New  York  City  to  Phebe 
A.  Vredenburg,  of  White  Plains,  N.  Y.,  and 
their  family  consisted  of  eight  sons,  of  whom 
John  H.  was  the  second  youngest.  They  were 
well  represented  in  the  Civil  war,  the  father  and 
four  of  the  sons  enlisting  in  the  Union  service, 
Mr.  Romaine  as  a member  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment of  New  York  City  Volunteers.  He  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Big  Bethel,  and  died 
from  the  effects  of  his  injuries  eight  years  later. 
During  the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  but  for  some 
time  he  was  a detective  in  the  central  office  of 
New  York  City. 

John  H.  Romaine  was  born  December  20, 
1850,  in  New  York  City,  and  was  brought  up 
there,  attending  the  public  schools,  and  graduat- 
ing from  the  grammar  school  when  twelve  years 
of  age.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the 
East  New  York  Boot  & Shoe  Company,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  a time,  later  finding  work 
with  a flour  firm,  and  after  that  doing  clerical 
work  in  the  publishing  department  of  a news- 
paper concern.  For  two  years  he  was  with  the 
publishers  of  The  Saturday  Night,  subsequently 
giving  his  attention  to  the  publication  of  city 
guides,  directories  and  souvenirs,  and  then  be- 
coming weigh-master  for  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  & Iron  Company.  In  April,  1889, 
he  came  to  Stamford,  Conn.,  where  he  was  given 
the  position  of  clerk  in  the  special  order  depart- 
ment of  the  Yale  & Towne  Company,  from  which 
comparatively  humble  beginning  he  has  made 
steady  advancement  until  he  is  now  holding  the 
responsible  position  of  chief  clerk  in  Department 
A,  an  incumbency  he  is  thoroughly  qualified  to 
fill.  Mr.  Romaine  has  also  given  his  attention 
to  various  interests  which  have  proved  a benefit 
and  credit  to  the  city,  and  is  a member  and  di- 
rector of  the  Stamford  Co-operative  Building  & 
Loan  Association,  and  a stockholder  in  the  Stam- 
ford Telegram.  In  fraternal  circles  he  is  well- 
known  and  popular,  being  a member  of  Puritan 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Yale  & Towne  Mutual 
Benefit  Society,  and  the  New  England  Order  of 
Protection  in  Stamford. 

Mr.  Romaine  was  married  June  26,  1895,  in 
Stamford  to  Mrs.  Carrie  A.  (Smith)  Hoyt,  and 
they  make  their  home  in  the  comfortable  resi- 
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dence  at  No.  6 Woodland  avenue,  Stamford. 
Mrs.  Romaine  has  six  children  by  her  first  mar- 
riage. Our  subject  gives  his  political  support  to 
the  Republican  party;  in  religious  faith  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


DANIEL  A.  NICHOLS.  Ability  and  energy 
are  at  a premium  in  any  line  of  effort,  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a leading  agriculturist 
and  dairyman  of  the  town  of  Huntington,  has 
given  abundant  evidence  that  he  possesses  these 
admirable  qualities.  Having  inherited  a fine  es- 
tate, he  has  made  judicious  use  of  his  advantages, 
and  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the  wealthiest  citi- 
zens of  his  locality. 

The  Nichols  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
Huntington,  and  Daniel  Nichols,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  was  born  and  reared  there.  After 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Hannah  Bennett,  also  a na- 
tive of  that  locality,  he  settled  permanently  upon 
a farm  in  the  western  part  of  the  town.  He  had 
four  children:  George  L.,  a farmer  of  Hunting- 
ton,  who  died  there  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years;  Nathan  B.,  our  subject’s  father;  Daniel  A., 
a farmer  and  speculator,  residing  in  the  town  of 
Monroe;  and  Clarinda,  who  married  a Mr.  Bur- 
ton, a farmer  in  the  town  of  Trumbull. 

Nathan  B.  Nichols,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  August  12,  1810,  and  grew  to  manhood  at 
the  old  homestead.  About  1833  he  located  on 
his  late  farm  near  the  Center,  and  resided  there 
till  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  nearly 
eighty-nine  years  of  age.  As  a citizen  he  was 
held  in  high  esteem,  and  for  many  years  he  was 
a leading  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Politically,  he  was  a stanch  Republican,  and 
throughout  his  life  he  took  an  interest  in  the 
various  questions  of  his  time.  His  real-estate 
holdings  were  extensive.  On  December  2 1, 1841, 
he  married  Miss  Phoebe  A.  Drew,  who  was  born 
May  11,  1819,  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  a 
daughter  of  James  Drew,  a prosperous  farmer. 
Five  children  were  born  to  the  union,  viz. : Nancy 
M..  wife  of  Oliver  Beard,  a farmer  in  Huntington 
township;  Hannah  E.,  married  to  Charles  B. 
Nichols,  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Trumbull;  Dan- 
iel A.,  our  subject;  Alsadie,  who  died  in  early 
womanhood,  unmarried;  and  Phoebe  L.,  at  home. 

Daniel  A.  Nichols,  our  subject,  was  born 
September  1,  1850,  and  has  always  resided  at 
the  present  homestead.  After  completing  the 
course  offered  in  the  district  schools  of  his  locality 
he  attended  a select  school  in  Huntington  for  a 
time,  securing  a good  practical  education.  He 
owns  about  250  acres  of  land  in  different  parts  of 
the  town  of  Huntington,  much  of  it  being  under 


cultivation,  and  for  some  time  he  has  made  a 
specialty  of  dairying,  keeping  about  thirty  cows. 
At  present  he  conducts  a milk  route,  supplying 
various  points  in  his  vicinity.  He  is  one  of  the 
leading  workers  in  the  Republican  party  in  his 
town,  and  he  has  held  the  office  of  assessor  some 
fifteen  years,  a longer  term  than  any  other  man 
has  served  in  that  position.  His  popularity  is 
due  no  less  to  his  genial  manners  than  to  his 
business-like  way  of  discharging  his  duties,  and 
his  efficient  service  is  appreciated  by  all  classes  of 

P*On  November  7.  1883,  Mr.  Nichols  mamed 
Miss  Ella  M.  Hawley,  daughter  of  Deacon  Ros- 
well Hawley,  a well-known  citizen  of  Hunting- 
ton;  no  children  have  blessed  the  union.  Mr. 
Nichols  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Huntington,  and  he  is 
now  serving  as  treasurer  of  that  society. 


LEWIS  E.  FUNNELL,  principal  of  the 

r Elm  street  school  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  is  a 

well-known  member  of  his  profession  in  Fair- 
field  county.  Indeed,  his  renown  may  be  said 
to  extend  over  the  entire  State,  for,  in  addition 
to  his  enviable  record  as  a successful  teacher,  he 
has  gained  a reputation  as  a persistent  and  ener- 
getic advocate  of  advanced  methods  and  modern 
ideas  relating  to  educational  work. 

Mr.  Funnell  is  of  English  descent,  his  father, 
Eliel  W.  Funnell.  having  been  born  in  England. 
The  latter  was  one  of  thirteen  children  of  Henry 
Funnell,  also  a native  of  England,  who  came  to 
America,  when  Eliel  was  six  years  old,  settling 
in  Huntington,  L.  1.  He,  Eliel,  learned  e 
shipbuilder’s  trade  at  Setauket,  L.  I.,  and 
lowed  it  for  many  years.  For  some  time  e 
worked  at  this  business  in  Chicago,  111..  “ut  e 
returned  east  in  1 860,  and  was  employed  in  t e 
Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  throughout  the  Civil  wan 
after  which  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Pra*1 
Devoe,  the  oil  men,  erecting  buildings  for  them. 
He  passed  away  in  1869  at  Long  Island  Ci  y- 
Mr.  Funnell  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ame  >a 
D.  Lewis,  daughter  of  John  Brush  Lewis,  o 
Huntington,  L.  I.,  and  they  became  the  paren 
of  three  children,  viz.:  Lewis  E.,  Nellie  5.  (° 

Huntington)  and  Walter  S.  (Long  Island  edi  o 
of  the  Brooklyn  Daily  Times). 

Lewis  E.  Funnell  was  born  March  10,  ■ ’ 

at  Huntington,  where  he  received  most  ot  1 
primary  education,  attending  the  commo 
schools  until  he  was  about  fifteen  years  of  ag  • 
He  then  entered  the  service  of  the  general  coa 
ing  trade,  in  which  he  continued  for  five  yea. 
and  in  1882  he  came  to  Stamford,  Conn.,  w 
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he  has  since  had  his  home.  In  September,  1883, 
he  began  teaching,  to  which  profession  he  has 
since  devoted  himself.  The  first  two  years  of  his 
experience  were  passed  in  the  Bangall  school, 
from  which  he  was  transferred  to  the  Spring- 
dale  school,  where  he  taught  one  year  and  part 
of  another.  At  the  close  of  the  fall  term  in 
1886,  he  was  appointed  to  a position  in  the  Wil- 
lisville  school,  retaining  same  until  June,  1889, 
when  he  was  made  principal  of  the  Elm  street 
school  in  Stamford.  Mr.  Funnell  has  nine  as- 
sistants in  this  school,  where  nine  grades  are 
taught,  and  he  has  seen  its  attendance  increase 
from  eighty-five  pupils  to  an  average  of  about 
four  hundred.  However,  he  has  proved  himself 
equal  to  his  growing  responsibilities,  and  has 
kept  himself  abreast  of  the  times  in  every  way, 
winning  the  esteem  of  pupils  and  fellow  teachers 
by  his  ability,  tact  and  patience.  Mr.  Funnell’s 
continued  success  and  popularity  leave  no  room  for 
doubt  as  to  his  especial  fitness  for  his  life  voca- 
tion, and  his  earnestness  during  his  earlv  years 
in  preparing  himself  has  been  well  rewarded  by 
the  high  rank  to  which  he  has  already  attained. 

On  April  30.  1890,  Mr.  Funnell  was  married, 
in  Stamford,  to  Miss  Alice  Mitchell  Haslam, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Haslam.  They  have  had 
two  children— Harry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years,  and  Margaret. 


OLIVER  D,  TAYLOR,  a highlv  respected 
resident  of  New  Fairfield,  can  look  back  over 

an  evemfu!  llfe  spent  jn  raiIroading  and  other  Qc_ 

cupations  requiring  activity  of  mind  and  body, 
e also  passed  eighteen  exciting  years  in 
financial  operations  in  Wall  street.  As  he  is 

chosen  ^ r?m.  bus'ness  cares,  he  has  wisely 
hills  am?  6 blS  *lome  among  the  picturesque 
locati0?dinVa  °f  Fairfield  county,  an  ideal 
years  of  effort!"*  * the  rewards  of  Past 

sonMpu20rWavb°?  in  the  ,own  of  Patter- 
scended  f^  C°"  ^ Y"  May  I3'  ,8z8'  and  de- 
old  Danburv"  8°°j  °!?  Connecticut  stock.  An 
fil'd  in  tha7treCOr^  te  8 of  Thomas  Taylor,  who 

who  came  frn  erse^ond  son  °f  John  Taylor, 
Thomas  had T E^Ja"d  with  Winth™P-  He, 
Thomas’  died  ? chlldren'  who  lived  to  old  age: 
sevem  • nSj}1  n,nety>  J^eph.  ninety;  John, 
Natha„i’ei  Toothy,  fifty-six; 

Deborah,  eighty- hRenbred|  TheoPhilus-  ei§hty: 

ninety  tin  t , ecca'  n'nety-mne;  Eunice, 
the  father  of  7,1  foUrth  son-  David.  was 

father.  Za  mn  T"  7*yloT-  our  subject’s  grand- 
almon  Taylor  was  a native  of  Ridge- 


bury,  this  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming, 
and  for  a number  of  years  he  carried  the  mail 
between  New  York  City  and  Hartford,  Conn.,  the 
journeys  being  made  on  his  black  tnare,  “ Bess." 
He  served  as  a soldier  during  the  Revolutionary ' 
war,  having  enlisted  May  16,  1775,  in  the  Fifth 
Connecticut  Regiment,  and  he  spent  some  time 
in  the  suttler  department;  he  received  one  wound 
while  in  the  ranks.  He  was  known  as  the 
"Little  Captain,”  and  in  his  later  years  was 
granted  a pension  by  the  government.  His  wife. 
Hannah  Benedict,  of  Danbury,  whom  he  married 
before  the  war  broke  out,  was  living  in  Ridge- 
bury,  at  the  time  of  the  burning  of  the  former 
city,  and  some  British  soldiers  who  came  to  her 
home  to  demand  cider  were  given  a pail  of  soft 
soap  by  mistake  instead.  Those  were  troublous 
times,  and  being  alarmed  for  their  safety,  the 
family  left  their  home  and  did  not  return  until 
peace  was  restored.  Many  domestic  articles 
which  they  buried  out  of  sight  were  afterward 
recovered,  more  or  less  damaged,  however,  and 
some  are  now  in  use  in  our  subject’s  family. 

Ezra  Taylor,  son  of  Zalmon,  and  our  subject's 
father,  was  born  February  26,  1785,  in  the  town 
of  Danbury,  and  his  youth  was  passed  in  this 
count)'.  As  the  schools  were  not  of  the  best  his 
education  was  mainly  self-acquired,  a fact  which 
reflects  great  credit  upon  him,  as  he  always  held 
a high  position  in  the  community  because  of  his 
intelligence.  In  his  boyhood  he  learned  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  and  for  some  years  he  con- 
ducted an  establishment  in  New  York  City  in 
partnership  with  a Mr.  Cole.  While  there  he 
and  his  partner  purchased  some  lots  near  what  is 
now  Broadway,  near  Canal  street,  but  as  the  lo- 
cality was  chiefly  low  land,  and  seemed  unlikely 
to  yield  any  returns,  they  sold  out  for  a com- 
paratively trifling  sum  ($250  per  lot).  Later 
Mr.  Taylor  settled  in  the  town  of  Patterson,  Put- 
nam Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
In  politics  he  was  a Whig,  and  he  took  an  in- 
fluential part  in  local  affairs,  being  at  one  time  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut. 
Although  he  was  defeated,  it  was  by  one  vote 
only,  showing  an  enviable  popularity.  Socially 
he  was  prominent,  his  musical  gifts  making  him 
a welcome  addition  to  any  circle.  He  was 
especially  proficient  as  a performer  on  the  violin, 
and  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  cotillion  into 
his  locality.  His  death  occurred  August  27, 
1867.  His  first  wife,  a Miss  Stebbins,  was  the 
daughter  of  a wealthy  importer  of  New  York 
City,  and  his  second  wife.  Miss  Betsey  Oyster 
Banks,  was  a native  of  the  town  of  Sherman, 
this  county,  born  August  17,  1801.  By  the  first 
union  he  had  four  children:  Zalmon,  William 
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S.,  Daniel  B.  (a  prominent  lawyer  of  New  York 
City),  and  Ann  Maria  (wife  of  a Mr.  Camp,  a 
broker  of  New  Haven,  Conn).  There  were  ten 
children  by  the  second  marriage:  Esther,  born 

August  15,  1826.  died  July  23,  1843;  Oliver  D. 
is  our  subject;  Francis  A.,  born  May  24,  1830; 
Drusilla,  born  October  1 8,  1832;  Nathan  B., 
born  June  14,  1834;  Margaret  E.,  born  Septem- 
ber 15,  1835;  Ferdinand,  born  July  21,  1837; 
Eunice,  born  August  30,  1839;  Catherine,  born 
September  7,  1841;  and  Laura  B.,  born  June  8, 
1843. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  in  the  acad- 
emy at  Danbury.  Much  of  his  time  in  boyhood 
was  spent  in  farm  work,  but  as  he  desired  to 
enter  business  life  he  took  the  first  opportunity 
and  became  a clerk  in  a large  general  store  in 
Danbury.  After  two  or  three  years  in  that  in- 
cumbency, he  went  to  New  Haven  to  fill  the 
position  of  clerk  in  a grocery  for  Asa  Bradley  & 
Sons  (all  the  Faculty  of  Yale  College  were  pa- 
trons of  their  store),  and  with  them  he  remained 
for  some  time.  He  then  found  employment  on 
a railroad  as  a fireman,  and  his  first  visit  to  New 
York  City  was  made  while  firing  on  a locomotive 
on  the  first  road  built  to  that  place  from  the 
East.  The  engineer  of  that  train  carried  the 
President's  message  to  the  city  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.  Later,  while  working  on  the  Canal  road, 
Mr.  Taylor  was  placed  in  charge  of  an  engine, 
and  for  a time  he  ran  a construction  train  on 
that  line.  He  remained  in  the  service  of  that 
road  for  about  two  years.  One  night  during  the 
time  he  slept  in  a room  with  the  man  who  had 
that  day  murdered  the  Smith  family  at  East 
Rock,  New  Haven,  Conn.  Mr.  Taylor,  with 
characteristic  thoroughness,  became  an  expert 
as  an  engineer,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  Sara- 
toga and  Washington  line  he  was  employed  by 
that  company,  and  had  the  honor  of  running  the 
train.  At  the  formal  opening  of  the  line  he  was 
in  charge  of  the  engine  which  took  many  officials 
from  Boston  to  Buffalo  on  a tour  of  inspection, 
he  being  then  the  youngest  engineer  in  the  serv- 
ice. On  leaving  that  road  he  spent  two  years 
on  the  Georgia  Central  railroad,  and  then  after 
a short  stay  with  the  Michigan  Southern  railroad 
he  was  employed  for  a time  in  the  shops  of  the 
Rock  Island  line. 

Altogether  Mr.  Taylor  was  in  the  railroad 
business  some  seven  years,  and  his  experiences 
furnish  the  foundation  for  many  interesting  rem- 
iniscences. He  was  the  engineer  on  the  train 
which  carried  the  first  load  of  coal  (consisting  of 
about  one  hundred  tons)  to  Collinsville,  Conn., 
the  great  axe-manufacturing  town.  While  em- 


ployed on  the  Saratoga  line  he  averted  a collision 
on  the  Gansvort  grade.  There  had  been  an  ac- 
cident on  the  Vermont  branch  caused  by  a land- 
slide, and  the  train  was  off  thirteen  rails.  A spe- 
cial train,  loaded  with  flour,  was  on  its  way  from 
Saratoga  to  Boston.  Here  we  give  Mr.  Oliver’s 
own  version  of  the  affair:  “ Mr.  Van  Renssaeler, 
the  superintendent,  was  so  anxious  to  save  time 
that  he  decided  to  go  on  with  the  flour  train  and 
meet  the  expected  passenger  train.  The  master 
mechanic,  W.  B.  Gage,  told  me  to  take  a lan- 
tern and  go  with  them,  Mr.  Van  Renssaeler  and 
myself  riding  on  the  engine.  We  knew  there  was 
a reckless  engineer  running  the  flour  train.  V hen 
we  arrived  at  Gansvort  station  it  was  dark,  and 
we  had  a long  grade  to  go  down  with  a bridge  at 
the  foot  of  it.  There  was  a curve  on  the  cut  be- 
yond. Knowing  this,  1 suggested  to  Mr.  Van- 
Renssaeler  that  1 take  a gang  of  trackmen  and  a 
handcar  and  go  ahead  of  the  train.  The 
that  was  coming  was  a day  engine  with  no  head- 
light. Our  train  was  too  heavy  to  be  stopped 
readily,  which  made  the  situation  more  hazard- 
ous; but  I got  the  men  and  started  on.  It  was 
several  miles  to  the  cut,  and  when  in  it  and  on 
the  curve,  the  only  place  where  I could  have  seen 
the  train  far  enough  away  to  avert  the  disaster, 
saw  the  flash  of  the  lights  in  the  car  windows, 
although  neither  engineer  could  see  my  hg  • 

I left  my  car  and  ran  toward  the  flour  tral" 
swinging  my  lantern.  It  seemed  as  if  I shou 
never  hear  the  signal  'down  brakes’  from  either 
train;  but  it  came  just  in  time,  and  the  trains 
were  stopped  when  the  engines  were  so  close  o 
gether  that  I stood  with  one  foot  on  each  cow- 
catcher.” , 

Mr.  Tavlor’s  last  work  at  railroading  on  tne 
C.  & R.  1.  R.  R.  at  Rock  Island  was  repairing 
the  old  pioneer  engine  “ Essex,”  built  in  Boston 
or  Lowell,  Mass.  It  might  here  be  also  men 
tioned  that  when  he  was  on  the  canal  or  ie* 
Haven  & Northampton  railroad  in  1849  e 
Thomas  presented  him  with  a marine  cloc  , 
which  Mr.  Taylor  thinks  was  the  first  clock  eve^ 
used  on  a locomotive  in  America.  It  kept  goo 
time,  and  they  are  now  in  general  use. 

On  giving  up  railroading  Mr.  Taylor  e 
gaged  in  a general  blacksmithing  business  a 
Rock  Island,  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  ■ 
Adams  & Co.,  and  for  four  years  was  connec  e 
with  what  was  known  as  a “ jobbing  shop,  0 
ing  work  for  railroads  and  steamboats,  and  u 
nishing  the  iron  work  for  the  piers  for  the  r 
bridge  built  across  the  Mississippi  at  that  Poin  _ 
They  did  a one-hundred-dollar  job  on  the 
“ Effie  Afton,”  bound  for  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  the  y 
she  was  burned,  and  a span  of  the  bridge  noa 
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down  the  river  on  the  wreck,  which  was  what 
started  the  first  lawsuit  between  the  railroads 
and  the  steamboat  men.  They  fitted  out  Mormon 
trains  for  Salt  Lake  and  many  emigrants  for  the 
far  West,  and  ran  a stage  line  by  the  rapids  in 
summer,  up  the  Mississippi  river.  From  that 
place  Mr.  Taylor  went  to  Iowa  City,  where  he 
speculated  in  grain  and  “ wild-cat  money.”  His 
last  transaction  in  the  latter  line  was  the  sale  of 
some  paper  of  the  Florence  Bank,  a Nebraska 
institution,  to  a Western  man  by  the  name  of 
of  Austin  Corbin,  later  a great  railroad  magnate 
of  New  York.  Mr.  Taylor  s next  venture  was 
in  the  shipping  business  in  New  York  City,  which 
he  continued  until  shortly  before  the  Civil  war. 
He  then  became  a broker,  his  first  office  being 
at  No.  23  William  street,  New-  York,  but  on  the 
day  that  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  on  he  moved 
into  an  office  in  Wall  street,  where  he  continued 
in  business  some  eighteen  years  under  the  firm 
name  of  Taylor  & Co 

On  February  2,  1864.  Mr.  Taylor  married 
Miss  Valeria  Pearce,  daughter  of  Alvah  S.  Pearce, 
and  three  children  have  blessed  the  union:  (1) 
Josephine  married  Samuel  T.  Penny  (now  de- 
ceased), and  they  had  two  children — Louise  and 
Samaola.  (2)  Miss  Grace  married  Alfred  Penny, 
April  20,  1899.  (3)  Oliver  P.  is  at  home. 


HENRY  C.  MEAD,  a well-known  agricultur- 

istof  Greenwich  township,  Fairfield  county, 

is  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  best  old 
families  of  that  region,  for  the  Meads  have  al- 
ways borne  an  enviable  reputation  as  industrious, 
thrifty  and  valuable  citizens.  He  is  a native  of 
the  township,  born  June  16.  1850,  a son  of  Abram 
and  Jane  (Selleck)  Mead. 

The  great-grandfather  of  Henry  C.  Mead  was 
Abram  Mead,  whose  son.  Job,  reared  a family  of 
five  children,  namely:  Zaccheus,  Abram,  Amanda, 
Eliza  and  Emeline.  Of  these,  Abram  was  born 
in  Clapboard  Ridge  District,  and  was  but  a 
young  boy  when  his  parents  settled  on  the  farm 
where  he  spent  his  days.  He  was  educated  in 
the  primitive  schools  in  vogue  during  his  boy- 
hood, and  grew  up  to  the  knowledge  of  farming 
under  his  father's  instruction,  proving  an  apt 
pupil  in  that  line.  After  his  father's  death  the 
home  farm  came  into  his  possession,  and  he  dis- 
played more  than  ordinary  ability  in  its  manage- 
ment and  cultivation,  always  seeming  to  get  the 
best  results,  and  wresting  more  than  a mere  liv- 
ing from  the  soil.  He  added  to  the  tract  as  in- 
creasing means  enabled  him,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  the  owner  of  300  acres  of  arable 
land.  He  passed  away  in  January,  1867,  at  the 


age  of  sixty-five  years,  highly  respected  by  his 
neighbors,  among  whom  he  had  a wide  acquaint- 
ance. His  remains  were  interred  in  the  ceme- 
tery of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Greenwich, 
of  which  he  was  a member.  He  was  a Repub- 
lican politically.  Mr.  Mead  married  Abigail  Sel- 
leck, who  was  born  in  Greenwich  township, 
daughter  of  Sands  Selleck,  and  seven  children 
were  born  to  their  marriage,  viz.:  Henry  C.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Elsie,  deceased  wife  of 
Abram  Close;  Samuel,  who  has  a butcher  and 
grocery  business  at  Five-Mile  River,  Fairfield 
county;  Emeline  (Mrs.  Isaac  Wilson),  of  Green- 
wich township;  A.  L.,  a farmer  of  Greenwich 
township;  William  E.,  also  a farmer  of  Green- 
wich; and  Frederick,  of  Five-Mile  River.  The 
mother,  now  aged  seventy  years,  is  passing  her 
declining  years  on  the  old  homestead  with  her 
son,  A.  L. 

Henry  C.  Mead  was  given  a good  practical 
education,  which  was  commenced  in  the  •*  meet- 
ing house  ” school  in  Greenwich  village,  during 
which  time,  for  the  greater  part  of  two  years, 
he  lived  with  his  uncle,  Zaccheus  Mead,  whose 
home  was  near  the  village.  Later  he  was  a pu- 
pil in  the  schools  at  Round  Hill  and  Peck’s  Land, 
there  being  no  school  at  that  time  in  Clapboard 
Ridge,  and  then  for  some  time  in  a school  which 
had  been  established  in  Clapboard  Ridge  Dis- 
trict. He  completed  his  literary  training  at 
Greenwich  Academy  under  Prof.  Shepherd,  being 
obliged  to  leave  on  account  of  his  father’s  death, 
which  threw  a great  deal  of  responsibility  on  his 
shoulders,  as  he  was  the  eldest  son.  However,  he 
cheerfully  set  about  the  work  which  had  fallen 
to  his  lot,  aad  proved  a great  help  to  his  mother, 
who  with  his  assistance  was  able  to  rear  her 
large  family  in  comfort.  In  1872  Mr.  Mead  wed- 
ded Isabella  La  Forge,  who  was  a native  of  New 
York  City,  daughter  of  B.  S.  La  Forge,  and 
they  commenced  housekeeping  in  April,  living 
on  a rented  farm.  About  three  years  later  they 
came  to  the  place  where  they  have  since  had 
their  home,  at  that  time  a twenty-five-acre  tract 
with  but  one  building  on  it,  a barn.  The  house 
which  the  family  has  occupied  was  erected  by 
Mr.  Mead  in  1875,  and  he  has  put  up  all  the 
buildings  on  his  farm  with  the  exception  of  the 
barn  above  mentioned,  which  has  been  remodeled 
and  improved.  As  he  prospered  he  has  been 
able  to  add  to  the  original  tract,  and  is  now  the 
possessor  of  one  hundred  acres  of  fine  land,  to 
the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he 
devotes  all  his  time  and  attention.  Mr.  Mead 
formerly  carried  on  a dairy  business  in  addition 
to  managing  his  farm,  disposing  of  his  own  pro- 
duce in  that  line,  but  this  he  has  discontinued. 
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Mr.  Mead  is  a stanch  Republican  in  political 
■belief,  but  he  likes  to  see  the  best  man  elected, 
especially  in  local  office,  and,  while  not  a poli- 
tician in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word,  is  will- 
ing to  assist  to  that  end.  Personally  he  is  not 
an  office  seeker,  but  he  has  served  his  township  in 
■various  capacities,  and  has  been  a member  of 
the  school  committee  of  Clapboard  Ridge  Dis- 
trict. It  was  mainly  through  his  efforts  that  that 
district  secured  its  present  school  house,  and 
he  served  on  the  building  committee  during  its 
erection.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mead  have  two  chil- 
dren living:  Clara  B.,  who  is  attending  school; 

and  Chester  R. ; Edith  H.,  Seguine  L.,  Henry  S. 
and  Grace  M.  died  in  childhood. 


‘TikT’ILLIAM  GREGORY.  One  of  the  oldest 
J0JC  homesteads  of  the  town  of  Norwalk  is 
that  of  the  Gregory  family,  as  it  has  been  handed 
down  from  one  generation  to  another  since  pio- 
neer times.  At  the  time  that  John  Gregory,  the 
great-grandfather  of  the  respected  citizen  whose 
name  opens  this  sketch,  came  from  England  and 
settled  upon  the  homestead,  the  land  was  in  a 
primitive  condition,  footpaths  here  and  there 
through  the  wilderness  being  the  only  sign  of 
human  life.  He  engaged  in  farming  in  true  pio- 
neer style,  building  a home  and  helping  to  de- 
velop the  locality  by  cutting  roads  in  various  di- 
rections. He  married  and  reared  a family  of 
■children,  among  whom  was  a son,  Denton,  the 
.grandfather  of  our  subject.  Denton  Gregory 
was  born  at  the  old  home,  and  passed  his  life 
there  in  agricultural  pursuits  except  for  a period 
spent  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army. 
His  remains  now  rest  in  an  old  burial  ground  near 
the  homestead,  together  with  those  of  his  wife, 
Elizabeth  (Sherwood),  of  Jamaica,  Long  Island. 
They  had  seven  children,  viz. : John,  Samuel, 

Josiah,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Clemens  and  Denton, 
none  of  whom  are  now  living.  All  settled  within 
two  miles  of  their  early  home  except  Mary,  who 
married  Samuel  Sterling  and  removed  to  the 
West. 

Denton  Gregory,  Jr.,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  at  the  homestead,  and  continued  to  re- 
side there  throughout  his  life.  For  some  time  he 
conducted  a hat  factory  on  the  farm,  but  later  he 
devoted  his  attention  entirelv  to  agricultural 
work.  He  took  much  interest'  in  the  questions 
of  his  day,  and  was  a Democrat  in  political  faith. 
His  death  occurred  there  August  9,  1844.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Polly  Jelliff,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Norwalk,  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam Jelliff,  a merchant  and  farmer  residing  near 
the  Gregory  homestead.  Our  subject  was  the 


youngest  of  six  children,  of  whom  an  account  is 
given  as  follows:  Lewis,  born  April  12,  1804, 

and  who  became  a hatter  in  Wilton,  this  county, 
was  accidentally  killed  by  the  cars  some  years 
ago.  Lura.  born  December  1,  1806,  married 
David  S.  Hubbell,  a contractor  and  builder  of 
Westport,  this  county.  Gould,  born  December 
28,  1811.,  was  a carpenter  in  Westport.  Rachel, 
born  March  28,  1813,  married  James  Hyatt,  a 
hatter  of  Wilton.  Elizabeth,  bom  October  14, 
1823.  married  Nicholas  Banks,  a farmer  in  the 
town  of  Weston,  this  county. 

William  Gregory,  our  subject,  was  bom  April 
12,  1824,  at  the  homestead  which  he  now  oc- 
cupies and  cultivates.  When  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age  he  left  the  parental  roof  in  order  to 
serve  an  apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter's  trade 
with  his  brother  in  Westport,  and  on  becoming 
proficient  in  the  work  he  returned  home,  where 
he  followed  the  trade  of  contractor  and  builder 
some  forty  years.  At  present  he  is  engaged  in 
farming  exclusively,  and  his  attractive  little  farm 
near  the  village  of  Cranbury  shows  the  results  of 
many  years  of  affectionate  care  that  it  has  re- 
ceived from  him  and  his  ancestors.  In  politics 
he  is  a steadfast  Republican,  and  he  and  his  fam- 
ily are  identified  with  the  Methodist  Church,  in' 
which  he  has  been  a leading  worker  for  years. 
His  wife,  who  passed  to  the  unseen  life  April  3> 
1897,  was  formerly  Miss  Louisa  Betts.  She  was 
a member  of  a well-known  family  of  this  county, 
and  was  born  in  Norwalk,  where  her  father, 
William  Betts,  was  engaged  in  business  as  a shoe- 
maker. Of  the  eight  children  bom  to  our  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife,  the  eldest,  Franklin, 
born  April  28,  1848,  is  a carpenter  and  builder 
in  Norwalk;  James  L.,  born  March  3,  1850,1s 
the  foreman  of  a large  factory  in  Brooklyn,  N- 
Y. ; Eudora,  born  December  12,  1852,  married 
John  B.  Gregory,  a carpenter,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 8,  1890;  Ernest,  born  June  17,  1855,  »<«- 
lowed  the  trade  of  wagon-builder  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  January  4,  1877;  an  infant,  born 
March  1,  1859,  died  unnamed;  Carrie  L.,  born 
December  17,  1861,  married  William  N.  Craw, 
of  South  Norwalk,  and  died  March  29,  1 8/4 > 
William  T.,  born  May  6,  1864,  is  a carpenter 
and  resides  at  home;  and  Edgar,  born  August  0. 
1867,  became  a shoe  cutter  by  trade,  but  die 
February  4,  1888,  in  early  manhood. 


T^LIJAH  N.  F1LLOW  (deceased),  who  in  his 
JEU  lifetime  was  a prominent  resident  of  Betne  , 
made  his  own  way  to  success,  having  started  in 
life  without  other  capital  than  what  his  abilities 
and  energy  represented.  By  close  attention  0 
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business,  and  a careful  investment  of  his  savings 
he  secured  a comfortable  competence,  while  at 

cteen™  tlmC  hC  ga'ned  3 h!gh  standin§  ^ a 

Mr.  Fillow  was  a native  of  this  county,  hav- 
mgbeen  born  at  Westport,  August  14,  ,827 
When  he  was  seven  years  old  the  family  removed 
to  the  town  of  Redding,  and  here  he  obtained  a 
district-school  education.  He  was  reared  to 
farm  work  by  his  father;  but  desiring  to  entlr 
business  l.fe  he  went  to  Bethel  at  the  age  offif- 

0r"'n  Rd  b!ga"  10  I631"  the  hatter's  trede  with 

ye™  tJJS'h Wf  WhTuhe  remained  *vend 

isFarnham^Pi,  rmed  the  Partnership  known 
sctur  o lh  h t°W'  3nd  engaged  in  the  manu- 

business  and  Mr  pTI*  firm  then  Went  out  of 
stable  until  ' , Fl,low  conducted  a livery 

this  tirT TTSS  ^ 

ceeded  Col.  Georee  ■ !886  he  suc' 

lr“ck  business  at  Befhef  which  h 6 COa‘  and 
successfully  up  to  his  death.  h h h*  CaiT,ed  00 

Emily  BassetT  who  in  Bethel  to  Miss 

afterward  wedded  ^ ag0'  and  he 

Bethel.  H?had L Walker-  of 
marriage:  Frank  L «,h dl^n’  botb  b-  his  first 
foreman  bv  Durant  & And  * "0W,  emPloyed  as 
Emily  Alice  the  w fe  °f  Be,heI'  and 

wa!k.  Socially  Mr  p.)Bdward  PeI,on-  of  Nor- 
E“reka  Chapin  No  si  ° P ^ ldentlfied  with 
justly  held  the  esteem  nl'  f'  & A'  M“  and  he 
Mr-  Pillow  died  May  , ?rc,e  °f  friends- 

two  months,  and  vvas’d^9?'  3fter  3"  lllness  of 

w%w.«db,  ,n  »ftLtred'  bei”s 
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HOPKINS  FERRIS  Th 
^ ,n  Sound  Beach  who  ,Thfre  15  no  citizen 
Pteem  and  respect  of  his  h'gher  in  the 

Eerns,  who  since  1 8onh  J°W  men  than  Mr. 
that  ‘own,  snending  hk^  bee"  hv,ng  retired  in 
mem  and  laudable  Effort •"  peacefu]  enjoy- 

He  is  aS  !i??,the  com- 
. onn-,  born  August  71  e0O*  Ba,rheld  county, 
«ason  of  Deacon  Samuel 8p’  •”  Riverside.  and 
f Samuel  Ferris  K'?  and  grandson 
Jn°wn  men  j„  h£fhr  of  whom  were  well- 
Samuel  has  been  a l l'i  PKt'Ve  generations. 
"dsthe  Perrises  are  0T  oldT"  generations, 
w,Samuel  Ferris  grandJ ld  Xew,England  stock. 

5*  name  introduces  th  ' 6'',-  the  °en,leman 
Per°us  merchant  e?  these  lines,  was  a nrnc 

5jt  C.0UntJ’.  and  vessels  ‘wh^h  3t  Mianus’ 

B t0Wn  and  New  t ?h*h  pl,ed  between 

Product  0f  the  mill  ^ 1°*^'  the 

the  store  which  he  con- 


ducted there  He  had  three  children:  Samuel 
Peter  and  Deborah,  of  whom,  Peter  was  a prom- 
inent citizen  of  Greenwich  township,  which  he 
represented  in  the  State  Legislature.  Deborah 
married  Gen.  Gilbert  Hopkins,  who  was  an  offi- 
cer  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  a prominent  merchant 
and  public  man  of  New  York  City,  where  he 
served  at  one  time  as  president  of  the  board  of 
aldermen;  he  was  grand  marshal  of  the  day  at 

w ,Ce!^braV°n  ,°f  the  completion  of  the  Croton 
Water  Works;  he  is  buried  at  Sound  Beach  and 
his  monmuent  was  the  first  in  the  Congregational 
cemetery  there. 

Deacon  Samuel  Ferris,  also  known  as  Cap- 
tain Ferris,  was  bom  in  New  York,  and  from  his 
boyhood  was  familiar  with  the  boat  business 
working  in  his  father’s  employ.  He  finally  be- 
came the  owner  of  a packet  which  plied  be- 
tween New  York  City  and  Mianus,  and  later, 
at  different  times,  he  owned  the  “Greyhound  ” 
the  “Atlantic”  and  the  "Isabella.”  He  mar- 
ried  Isabella  Whiting,  who  was  born  at  River- 
side,  and  was  a granddaughter  of  Dr.  Whiting,  of 
Revolutionary  fame,  and  they  passed  the  greater 
part  of  their  wedded  life  at  Sound  Beach,  where 
Mr.  Ferris  passed  away,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
one  years.  His  widow  died  June,  1898,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-four.  Eight  children 
blessed  their  union,  viz. : Adeline,  Mrs.  Kim- 

berly Ferris,  of  Sound  Beach;  G.  H.;  Edwin, 
who  is  engaged  in  business  in  New  York  City 
and  resides  in  Mt.  Clair,  N.  J.;  Samuel,  of 
Brooklyn;  Phoebe,  unmarried,  who  lives  with  her 
brother,  G.  H.;  Franklin,  of  Mt.  Clair,  N.  J.; 
Sherwood,  living  in  Lakewood,  N.  Y. ; and  Mur- 
ray W.,  of  Orange.  N.  J.  Deacon  Samuel  Ferris 
was  originally  a Democrat  in  political  faith,  but 
at  the  time  of  the  Slavery  agitation  he  became 
a stanch  Abolitionist,  fearless  in  tbe  defense  of 
Pr'nclP'es>.  and  he  finally  joined  the  ranks 
of  the  Republican  party.  In  religious  connec- 
tion  he  was  a Congregationalism  being  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  active  members  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Sound 
Beach,  in  whose  affairs  he  took  a deep  inter- 
est, and  he  was  an  office  holder,  serving  as 
deacon  for  thirty  years  prior  to  his  decease, 
and  also  in  other  capacities. 

G.  H.  Ferris  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  boyhood  where  John  W. 
Hendrie  and  Mr.  Hawes  were  among  his  early 
teachers,  and  in  Greenwich  Academy,  where  he 
studied  for  five  years  under  the  able  instruction 
of  Prof.  Philander  Button.  When  eighteen  he 
was  just  about  ready  to  enter  Yale,  but  lack  of 
means  and  various  responsibilities  led  him  to 
change  his  plans,  so  he  went  to  Brooklyn  and 
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entered  the  navy  yard  to  learn  the  trade  of  ship 
carpenter.  There  he  remained  three  years  as  an 
apprentice,  working  at  first  for  $2.  50  per  week 
and  receiving  an  increased  salary  as  he  became 
proficient,  and  then  continued  in  the  same 
employ  for  a year  after  completing  his  trade, 
after  which  he  began  business  for  himself.  He 
hung  out  his  first  “ shingie  " at  the  foot  of  Mont- 
gomery street,  beginning  as  a ship  repairer,  and 
one  year  later  built  a floating  drv-dock  located 
at  the  foot  of  Bridge  street,  whence  he  finally  re- 
moved his  business  to  the  Erie  Basin,  in  Brook- 
lyn, wheie  he  engaged  in  shipbuilding  as  well  as 
repairing.  Mr.  Ferris  had  no  capital  to  com- 
mence with,  but  he  had  a good  stock  of  energy 
and  self-confidence,  and  he  prospered  from  the 
start,  increasing  his  business  from  year  to  year, 
and  he  continued  as  a shipbuilder  and  repairer 
until  1876,  when  he  abandoned  that  branch  and 
took  up  river  and  harbor  work,  buying  an  outfit 
of  dredges,  etc.  In  this  line  he  engaged  until 
1888,  being  extensively  employed  with  contracts 
in  various  harbors  all  along  the  Atlantic  coast, 
and  subsequently  organized  a stock  company  for 
this  work,  his  interest  in  which  he  sold  out, 
abandoning  active  business  life  in  1890.  Dur- 
ing his  experience  in  river  and  harbor  work  he 
was  superintendent  for  J.  E.  Simpson,  of  New 
York,  in  building  large  dry-docks,  such  as  the 
one  for  the  Newport  News  Transportation  Co.  at 
Newport  News,  Va. ; and  he  also  directed  the 
work  on  the  Government  dock  at  League  Island. 
Philadelphia.  Mr.  Ferris  was  active  in  the  busi- 
ness world  for  forty  long  years,  and  he  has  since 
Jived  retired  in  the  pleasant  town  of  Sound 
Beach,  occasionally  doing  a little  work  in  the 
insurance  line,  but  engaging  in  no  arduous  exer- 
tion of  any  kind.  He  still  has  an  interest  in  the 
H.  P-  Smith  Publishing  Co.  of  New  York  City. 

In  1855  Mr.  Ferris  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Knight,  a native  of  New  Y’ork, 
who  died  in  1870  and  is  buried  in  Sound  Beach. 
She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  viz.:  Edwin 

\V.,  of  Brooklyn,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railway  Company;  Mary  L,  wife 
of  Prof.  Archibald  Daniels,  of  Burlington  (Vt.) 
University;  Helen,  wife  of  Dr.  Harry  B.  Ferris, 
professor  of  anatomy  at  Y’ale;  Lincoln  G.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  in  Brooklyn; 
Warren  K.,  who  is  in  the  ordnance  department, 
at  Washington,  D.  C. ; and  Jessie  K.,now  Mrs. 
Richard  S.  Kirby,  of  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
Ferris  comfortable  home  at  Sound  Beach  was 
erected  under  his  own  supervision.  A zealous 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  he  has 
taken  great  interest  in  Church  and  benevolent 
enterprises  in  Sound  Beach  since  his  removal 


! there,  and  he  was  a liberal  contributor  to  the  new 
| First  Congregational  Church  erected  there,  which 
1 cost  $21,500.  He  was  active  in  carrying  the 
work  to  completion,  and  since  1892  he  has  served 
| as  deacon,  and  member  of  the  board  of  trustee,  of 
l that  Church,  in  whose  welfare  he  is  deeply  con- 
i cerned.  Mr.  Ferris  cast  his  first  Presidential 
! vote  for  John  C.  Fremont,  and  he  has  always 
i been  a regular  voter  and  an  interested  observer 
I of  public  affairs.  He  is  active  in  school  matters 
I in  Greenwich  township,  and  at  present  is  serving 
j as  justice  of  the  peace  here. 


! TMTATHANIEL  B.  HILL.  The  Hill  family 
j Juli  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Fairfield  township, 

I and  has  furnished  to  this  section  some  oi  its 
j ablest  and  most  valued  citizens.  The  first  to 
1 come  to  America  was  William  Hill,  an  English- 
j man,  who  landed  in  Boston,  June  5,  1632,  from 
1 the  ship  ••  William  and  Frances.’’  On  Novem- 
I ber  2,  1635.  he  had  land  granted  to  him  at  Dor- 
j Chester,  Mass.,  but  later  he  removed  from  that 
■ place  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  he  finally  made 
| his  home  at  Fairfield,  his  death  occurring  there 
1 in  1650.  He  was  a man  of  influence  in  the  lit- 
I tie  colony,  and  became  the  first  clerk  of  Fair- 
1 field  township.  He  and  his  wife  Sarah  had  six 

' children:  Sarah,  William,  Joseph,  Ignatius,  James 

I and  Elizabeth. 

I 11.  William  Hill,  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
I scent  in  which  we  are  now  interested,  died  De- 
i cember  19.  16S4.  His  wife's  name  was  Eliza- 

| beth , and  among  their  children  was  a 

i son  William. 

III.  William  Hill,  son  of  William  II.  died 
; in  1728,  leaving  a family,  among  whom  was  a 
| son  William,  known  as  Deacon  William. 

; IV.  Deacon  William  Hill  died  in  1739 
and  his  wife  Sarah  reared  a family  of  chil- 
dren, their  son  Joseph  being  the  next  in  the 
line  of  descent. 

V.  Joseph  Hill  was  born  April  1,  1699,  an^ 

j died  March  6,  1797.  He  married  Abigail  Dimon, 
i and  among  their  children  was  a son  Moses,  the 
j great-grandfather  of  the  well-known  citizen 
; whose  name  opens  this  sketch. 

VI.  Moses  Hill  was  born  January  11,  1 7 41-' 

i and  died  October  13,  1779.  His  wife,  Esther 
i (Burr),  was  a daughter  of  Ebenezer  Burr.  Three 
j children  were  born  of  this  union:  William,  A >- 

i gail  and  Esther. 

VII.  William  Hill,  the  grandfather  of  our 

I subject,  was  born  April  30,  1774,  and  diedju) 
6,  1808;  his  wdfe,  Betsey  (Barlow),  who  "as 

niece  of  the  poet,  Joel  Barlow,  Esq.,  and  w 0 
was  born  August  3,  1778,  died  September  9 • 
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1864.  They  had  the  following  children:  Brad- 
ley, born  September  9,  179S,  died  in  the  town 
of  Redding,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
for  many  years;  Abigail,  born  November  23, 
1800,  died  at  an  early  age;  Horace,  our  subject's 
father,  is  mentioned  below;  Burr,  born  Decem- 
ber 23.  1804.  died  January  29.  1810;  and  Will- 
iam, born  October  6,  1807,  died  September  6, 
1815. 

VIII.  Horace  Hill  was  born  December  5, 
1802,  in  Buckley’s  District  in  the  town  of  Fair- 
field,  and  died  March  9,  1877,  his  remains  being 
interred  in  the  old  Greenfield  cemetery.  He 
taught  school  for  many  years,  and  was  also  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  milling.  Although  he  be- 
gan his  career  without  special  advantages,  he 
acquired  a handsome  competence.  He  was  six 
feet  in  height  and  well  proportioned,  and  not- 
withstanding his  many  years  of  energetic  indus- 
try he  enjoyed  excellent  health  until  a year 
previous  to  his  death.  While  he  was  not  an 
office  seeker,  he  took  an  intelligent  interest  in 
political  questions,  voting  regularly  first  with  the 
Whigs  and  later  with  the  Republicans.  In  re- 
ligion he  inclined  to  the  Congregational  faith, 
and  although  not  a member  of  that  Church  he 
attended  its  services  frequently.  On  January  7, 
1830,  he  married  Miss  Eleanor  Lyon  (born  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1806,  died  February  27,  1842).  a 
daughter  of  Eliphalet  and  Mary  (Perry)  Lyon, 
and  a member  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  this 
section.  On  September  27,  1843,  for  his  sec- 
ond wife,  he  married  Miss  Almira  Ogden,  who 
was  born  November  10,  1808.  By  the  first 
union  there  were  four  children:  Mary  J.,  born 
February  28,  1831,  died  December  27,  1850, 
unmarried;  Nathaniel  B.,  our  subject;  Eliphalet 
R.,  born  Ooctober  16,  1833,  died  December  13, 
1853;  and  William  B.,  born  March  23,  1837,  who 
is  now  a farmer  in  Fairfield  township.  The  only 
child  of  the  second  marriage,  Betsey  A.,  born 
September  17,  1847,  died  April  7,  1851. 

IX.  Nathaniel  Barlow  Hill  was  born  Sep- 
tember 24,  1832,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Fair- 
field  township,  and  his  education  was  begun  in 
the  local  schools,  his  father  being  his  first  teacher. 
Another  instructor  whom  he  especially  remem- 
bers was  Minot  Banks,  and  after  completing  the 
course  offered  in  the  home  school  he  studied 
for  one  winter  under  Zalmon  Wakeman,  who 
conducted  a select  school  at  Greenfield  Hill.  '• 
When  seventeen  years  old  he  began  to  learn  the 
miller’s  trade  with  his  father,  and  spent  three 
years  in  that  business.  In  the  spring  of  1853  he 
sailed  from  New  York  with  two  comrades,  Will- 
iam Sherwood  and  Edgar  A.  Pennoyer,  on  the 
full-rigged  ship  "Florida,”  making  a voyage  to 


Australia,  via  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  after 
nineteen  weeks  landing  at  Port  Phillip,  Mel- 
bourne. For  more  than  three  years  he  was 
engaged  in  mining  in  Australia,  and  on  his  return 
he  sailed  first  for  London  in  the  full-rigged  ship 
••  Blackwall,”  by  way  of  Cape  Horn,  stopping 
cn  route  at  Pernambuco,  South  America.  From 
London  he  sailed  for  New  York  in  the  full-rigged 
ship  ‘‘Southampton,’’  thus  completing  a journey 
around  the  world,  and  soon  after  landing  he 
made  a trip  through  the  Western  States,  pros- 
pecting for  a congenial  location.  While  in  Illi- 
nois he  was  taken  ill,  compelling  him  to  return 
home,  and  as  his  father  was  having  the  mill  re- 
paired our  subject  resumed  his  work  there.  On 
December  17,  1856,  as  he  was  putting  some  corn 
in  the  hopper,  a connecting  pin  in  the  shafting 
caught  his  trousers,  irresistibly  drawing  him  with- 
in its  power,  and  he  was  thrown  round  and 
round  by  the  action  of  the  shaft.  His  limbs 
were  badly  injured,  and  his  recovery  seemed 
almost  a miracle;  but  having  a powerful  constitu- 
I tion,  together  with  the  best  surgical  skill  obtain- 
1 able,  he  was  able  to  walk  without  crutches  after 
t more  than  two  years  of  suffering. 

On  November  27,  1862,  Mr.  Hill  married 
! Miss  Mary  E.  Morehouse,  who  was  born  June  5. 

1844,  next  to  the  youngest  in  the  family  of  five 
! children  of  Deacon  William  B.  and  Mary  (Lyon) 
Morehouse.  Her  father  was  an  extensive  agri- 
1 culturist  of  Fairfield  township,  and  was  held  in 
high  esteem  in  that  locality.  Mrs.  Hill,  who 
has  been  a most  excellent  helpmeet,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Burr  district  school  in  Fairfield 
township,  and  in  the  academy  on  Greenfield 
Hill.  Our  subject  purchased  his  present  home- 
stead before  his  marriage,  and  has  since  resided 
there,  his  handsome  dwelling  house  having  been 
built  by  him  in  1882.  Of  his  five  children,  the 
eldest,  William  B.,  born  September  22.  1863, 
was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1886,  and 
was  already  winning  a fine  reputation  as  a 
| teacher  and  civil  engineer,  when  death,  in  June, 
1898,  cut  short  a promising  career.  Horace  E. 
is  a resident  of  Bridgeport.  Joseph  is  a 
farmer  in  Easton  township.  Wakeman  B.  is  at 
home.  Charles  L.,  who  graduated  from  Yale 
College  in  1895,  when  less  than  twenty-two  years 
old,  and  in  1897  from  the  Yale  Law  School,  is 
now  an  attorney  at  Bridgeport. 

Deacon  Hill  has  always  taken  keen  interest 
in  politics,  being  one  of  the  active  Republicans 
of  his  locality,  and  he  has  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  and  registrar.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  a leading  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Greenfield  Hill,  having  held  the  office 
of  senior  deacon  some  thirty  years.  At  various 
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times  he  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  making  eighteen  years  in  all,  and  since 
his  resignation  his  son  Charles  L.  has  held  the 
position.  The  family  is  prominent  socially,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  are  both  greatly  respected 
among  their  associates.  Although  he  has  gained 
a goodly  share  of  this  world’s  wealth,  he  has 
been  thoroughly  honorable  in  his  dealings,  and  his 
word  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond. 


HON.  SAMUEL  FESSENDEN.  Few  fam- 

ilies,  even  of  the  sturdy  New  England 

stock,  have  produced  so  many  talented  men  as 
has  the  Fessenden  family  of  Maine,  of  which 
this  distinguished  citizen  of  Stamford  is  a mem- 
ber. The  late  William  Pitt  Fessenden,  an  un- 
cle of  our  subject,  gained  an  honorable  place  in 
history  by  his  able  and  patriotic  service  as  a 
statesman  during  the  Civil  war,  and  the  trying 
period  of  reconstruction  which  followed,  and  an- 
other uncle,  Hon.  Thomas  A.  D.  Fessenden,  and 
Hon.  Samuel  C.  Fessenden,  our  subject's  father, 
both  now  deceased,  represented  Maine  in  the 
37th  Congress.  Mr.  Fessenden  has  more  than 
maintained  the  enviable  celebrity  attaching  to  his 
name,  but  while  he  also  has  become  widely 
known  in  the  field  of  national  politics  as  an  or- 
ganizer and  leader  of  rare  sagacity  and  energy, 
his  most  cherished  triumphs  have  been  won  in 
the  arena  of  his  chosen  profession  of  law.  Here 
his  keen,  logical  mind  finds  congenial  ground, 
and  with  his  unusual  gifts  as  an  orator  it  is  not 
strange  that  he  should  have  won  and  maintained 
a foremost  place  in  the  ranks  of  American  law- 
yers, especially  as  he  possesses  the  unanalyzed 
but  unquestioned  power  which  accompanies  a 
magnetic  personality  and  a genial  tempera- 
ment. 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Fessenden,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  March  7,  1815,  in  New  Glou- 
cester, Maine,  and  after  graduating  in  1834  from 
Bowdoin  College  entered  the  theological  semi- 
nary at  Bangor,  where  he  prepared  for  the  min- 
istry, completing  his  course  in  1837.  For  some 
time  he  was  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Rockland,  Maine,  and  in  1856  he  became  edi- 
tor of  The  Maine  Evangelist.  Later  he  entered 
the  legal  profession,  and  soon  afterward  was  ap- 
pointed judge  of  the  municipal  court  at  Rock- 
jand.  From  1864  to  1867  he  was  examiner-in 
chief  at  the  United  States  Patent  Office,  and  on 
retiring  from  that  position  he  located  at  Stam- 
ford, where  he  resided  until  his  death  on  April  18, 
1882.  His  service  in  the  37th  Congress  has 
been  mentioned,  and  among  other  important 
posts  which  he  filled  with  ability  and  credit  was 


that  of  consul  at  St.  Johns,  N.  B.,  his  appoint- 
ment having  been  made  by  President  Garfield. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  April  12, 
1847,  at  Rockland.  Maine,  and  the  opening  of 
the  Civil  war  found  him  a student  in  the  academy 
at  Lewiston,  Maine.  He  had  planned  to  take  a 
collegiate  course,  but  as  the  dark  days  of  the  war 
drew  on  he  relinquished  the  hope,  and  as  a well- 
grown  boy  of  sixteen  he  entered  the  army,  enlist- 
ing as  a private  in  the  Seventh  Maine  Battery. 
He  served  under  Gen.  Grant  in  that  fierce  yet 
glorious  campaign  which  was  made  memorable 
by  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania, 
Cold  Harbor  and  Petersburg,  and  on  recom- 
mendation from  the  General  was  appointed  b) 
President  Lincoln  as  first  lieutenant,  and  after- 
ward as  captain  in  the  Second  United  States  In- 
fantry. As  he  preferred  artillery  service  the 
young  soldier  declined  promotion  in  the  regular 
army,  but  accepted  a commission  in  the  First 
Maine  Battery,  and  later  he  was  appointed  on 
the  staff  of  Gen.  A.  P.  Howe,  where  he  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  On  his  return  to  the 
paths  of  peace  he  applied  himself  with  character- 
istic energy  and  persistence  to  the  study  of  law, 
and  on  March  4,  1869.  was  graduated  from  the 
Harvard  Law  School.  His  lamily  having  re- 
moved to  Stamford,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
in  Fairfield  county,  and  began  practice  at  Stam- 
ford as  a member  of  a firm  in  which  the  senior 
partners  were  the  late  Joshua  B.  Ferris  an 
Calvin  G.  Child.  Upon  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Child  to  form  a partnership  with  N . R.  Hart  the 
firm  became  Ferris  & Fessenden,  continuing  unti 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Ferris  from  all  active  pro- 
fessional labor.  The  firm  was  then  reorganize 
under  the  name  of  Fessenden  & Carter,  and  has 
later  been  known  as  Fessenden,  Carter  & Cum- 
mings. Mr.  Fessenden's  eminent  ability  as  a law- 
yer, demonstrated  in  many  important  cases  whic 
he  has  brought  to  a successful  issue,  has  adde 
lustre  to  the  fame  of  the  Fairfield  County  Bar, 
and  his  work  as  State’s  Attorney  has  been  no  a- 
bly  effective. 

Mr.  Fessenden  has  always  been  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  ParU; 

and  his  political  career  began  when  he  was  u 

twenty-seven  years  old,  by  his  election  in  1 74 
to  the  State  Legislature.  During  the  session  e 
attracted  favorable  notice  by  his  work  as  a mem 
ber  of  the  judiciary  committee,  as  well  as  by  is 
eloquent  and  forceful  speeches  on  various  topics, 
and  in  1879,  when  he  again  Became  a member  o 
the  House  of  Representatives,  he  entered  upon 
his  labors  with  the  influence  belonging  to  a 
recognized  leader.  In  1895  he  again  served  as 
representative  in  that  body,  and  was  chose 
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speaker  of  the  House,  on  honor  which  was  well 
and  ably  sustained  by  him.  In  1 876  he  was  a 
delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Convention 
at  Cincinnati,  which  nominated  President  Hayes, 
and  in  1880  he  was  a delegate-at-large  from  his 
State.  In  1884,  at  the  opening  of  Blaine’s  cam- 
paign, he  was  made  secretary  of  the  National 
Republican  Committee,  and  during  his  service  in 
that  capacity  he  displayed  executive  ability  of 
the  highest  order,  his  natural  desire  for  the  suc- 
cess of  his  party  being  stimulated  to  even  greater 
force  by  his  admiration  for  the  great  statesman 
from  Maine,  with  whom  he  was  on  terms  of  in- 
timate friendship.  In  1888  Mr.  Fessenden  was 
again  made  delegate-at-large  from  Connecticut 
to  the  National  Republican  Convention,  and 
served  as  chairman  of  the  delegation,  and  was 
again  selected  for  the  same  position  as  delegate- 
at-large  to  the  Republican  National  Convention 
of  1896  at  St.  Louis,  where  he  took  a con- 
spicuous part  as  a member  of  the  committee  on 
Resolutions  in  framing  the  platform  which  was 
subsequently  ratified  and  adopted  by  the  con- 
vention. Throughout  his  life  he  has  continued 
to  manifest  an  interest  in  military  affairs,  and  in 
>872  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Jewell  to 
the  position  of  judge  advocate  of  the  Fourth 
Regimental  District  of  the  National  Guard  of 
Connecticut,  with  the  rank  of  major. 

Mr.  Fessenden’s  popularity  rests  upon  a solid 
asis,  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  having 
een  confirmed  by  many  years  of  faithful  effort 
in  public  life,  and  his  friends  anticipate  for  him 
e ighest  honors,  State  and  National,  which 
Connecticut  can  bestow. 
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to  this  jealously  guarded.  “Independence  in 
politics  and  the  cause  of  the  people,”  was  a sen- 
timent followed  zealously  from  the  first  day. 
When  first  started  the  Post  was  a four-page, 
four-column  paper  with  patent  inside.  Vincent 
Dawson  was  one  of  its  early  local  editors.  His 
successor  was  Louis  C.  Prindle,  who  retired  (in 
1 884)  after  a term  of  eleven  months.  After  Mr. 
Prindle’s  retirement  Frank  W.  Bolande,  the 
present  editor,  having  less  than  a year’s  exper- 
ience, filled  a period  of  three  months,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Thomas  W.  Wood,  who  before 
had  been  night  editor  of  the  News.  During  this 
time  Mr.  Hills  acted  as  business  manager,  but 
his  varied  experience  qualified  him  to  help  out 
in  the  editorial  room,  the  composing  room  or  the 
press  room  as  the  occasion  warranted,  which 
was  often.  From  1883  until  1884  the  Post  was 
was  owned  and  controlled  by  George  W.  Hills 
solely. 

In  the  latter  year  Mr.  Hills,  realizing  the  ad- 
vantage of  having  assistance  in  the  management 
of  the  business  which  was  rapidly  growing,  gave 
his  brother,  Henry  M.  Hills,  a half-interest. 
They  conducted  the  Post  as  partners  until  Sep- 
tember 15,  1891,  when  a stock  company  was 
formed  with  the  following  officers:  President, 

George  W.  Hills;  vice-president,  Henry  M. 
Hills;  secretary,  Frank  W.  Bolande;  treasurer, 
Robert  N.  Blakeslee.  The  formation  of  the 
stock  company  was  made  under  circumstances 
and  conditions  which  rendered  such  a move  a 
great  advantage  to  the  Post,  and  helped  to  in- 
crease its  popularity  and  prominence.  Since 
then  its  line  of  enterprise  and  progress  has  been 
followed  with  renewed  zeal  and  energy.  The 
erection  of  the  new  Post  building,  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  paper,  the  putting  in  of  two  new 
web  perfecting  presses  and  a type-setting  ma- 
chine, the  donning  of  a new  dress  of  type,  and 
the  publication  of  a mammoth  forty-four-page 
souvenir  edition  on  November  30,  1892,  were  the 
most  prominent  features  of  the  busy  first  year 
of  the  company’s  existence.  We  quote  from  the 
souvenir  edition:  “The  occupancy  of  the  finest 
and  best  appointed  newspaper  building  in  the 
State  is  certainly  cause  enough  for  the  issuance 
of  a souvenir  that  will  mark  an  important  epoch 
in  the  paper’s  history.  Very  few  papers  in  a city 
of  the  size  of  Bridgeport  accomplish  as  much  as 
the  Post  has  during  its  first  ten  years  of  life.  The 
early  years  were  full  of  that  grim  struggle  which 
means  life  or  death  to  any  enterprise,  while  the 
latter  years  have  been  signalled  by  the  growing 
favor  of  the  public  which  has  gradually  developed 
into  a stanch  and  appreciative  support.  The 
clientage  of  the  Post  has  not  been  confined  to 
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any  one  class;  rich  and  poor  finding  features  of 
interest  that  no  other  paper  furnished.  The  Post 
is  eminently  the  people's  paper,  and  has  always 
been  ready  and  aggressive  in  advocating  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number.  In  has 
been  steadfast  in  urging  municipal  reform  and 
city  improvements,  and  being  bound  by  no  party 
lines  and  subject  to  no  clique  its  tone  has  been 
fearless  and  independent.  ” 

The  Bridgeport  Morning  Telegram  was 
established  several  years  ago  by  the  company 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing.  It  has  at  this  writ- 
ing (December,  1898)  a circulation  of  4,552, 
while  the  average  circulation  of  the  Post  for  No- 
vember is  given  as  1 1,368. 

George  \V.  Hills,  president  of  the  Post  Pub-  ( 
lishing  Company,  and  general  manager  of  both  , 
the  Post  and  Telegram,  when  a lad  sold  papers 
for  the  Brooklyn  Eagle.  It  is  presumed  that 
here  he  gained  the  true  newspaper  instinct,  for 
from  that  time  on  he  gazed  longingly  at  the  pon- 
derous presses,  and  gradually  became  filled  with 
the  determination  that  bore  fruit  in  later  years. 
He  came  to  Bridgeport  in  1870,  and  in  1875, 
while  attending  school,  embarked  in  the  visiting- 
card  business,  printing  cards  for  the  school  chil- 
dren. His  office  was  a very  primitive  one,  and 
the  capital  invested  was  small,  indeed,  but  the 


its  present  building  at  No.  49  Cannon  street. 
All  that  pulled  the  paper  through  in  its  early 
days  was  the  dogged  will,  hard  work  and  grim  de- 
termination of  the  founder.  During  those  pioneer 
years  he  acquired  an  experience  and  familiarity 
with  surmounting  the  most  stubborn  obstacles 
that  have  proven  a valuable  heritage,  and  steadied 
his  hand  in  solving  the  difficult  problems  which 
continually  arise  in  the  management  of  an  aggres- 
j sive  newspaper.  During  the  past  three  years 
j Mr.  Hills  has  given  special  attention  to  placing 
I the  Morning  Telegram  on  a secure  footing.  It 
I now  has  a circulation  of  upward  of  four  thou- 
! sand,  is  served  by  the  Associated  Press,  and  in 
brief  space  of  time  has  taken  a prominent  place 
with  the  newspapers  of  the  city. 

Frank  W.  Bolande,  managing  editor  of  the 
Post,  has  been  well  known  in  newspaper  work  in 
Bridgeport  for  the  past  fourteen  years.  In  1884 
he  joined  the  city  staff  of  the  Bridgeport  Farmer. 
He  was  later  local  editor  of  the  Meriden  Repub- 
lican, and  for  several  years  reporter  and  then 
city  editor  of  the  Bridgeport  Standard.  Besides 
this  he  corresponded  for  a number  of  papers,  and 
! did  special  work  for  various  publications.  In 
1891  he  cast  his  fortunes  with  the  newly-formed 
! Post  Publishing  Company,  as  secretary,  and  has 
I been  the  editor  of  the  Post  ever  since.  Mr- 


venture  was  a success  from  the  start.  It  was  not 
long  before  he  had  card  agents  in  all  the  princi- 
pal factories  in  the  city,  which  brought  him  orders 
that  compelled  him  to  work  from  the  closing  of 
school  until  late  at  night.  The  money  derived 
from  the  work  was  put  into  new  stock  and  a 
varied  assortment  of  type.  Young  Hills  finally 
left  school  and  went  to  work  in  the  Howe  Sew- 
ing Machine  factory,  later  on,  for  several  years, 
working  in  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  factory.  He 
continued  of  evenings  his  printing  business  until 
in  the  fall  of  1881  he  left  the  factory  to  devote 
his  whole  attention  to  the  printing  business,  and 
he  then  rented  the  small  building  that  was  located 
on  East  Main  street,  which  little  wooden  struct- 
ure was  the  birthplace  of  the  Post.  The  history 
of  the  paper  as  told  in  the  foregoing  is  practically 
the  history  of  its  founder.  Very  seldom  is  a paper 
started  with  a paid-up  capita]  of  only  six  dollars, 
but  that  was  the  exact  status;  such  was  the  reso- 
lute character  of  the  proprietor.  If  ever  he  looks 
back  on  those  early  years  of  toil,  and  thinks  of  the 
many  struggles  when  it  seemed  the  little  paper 
would  totter  and  fall,  Mr.  Hills  can  breathe  a 
great  sigh  of  relief  and  behold  the  legitimate  re- 
sults  of  his  labors.  The  Post  first  circulated  in 
East  Bridgeport,  but  by  dint  of  hard  work  its 
scope  was  broadened  until  it  moved  over  to  the 
center  of  the  city.  Six  years  ago  it  moved  into 


! Bolande  is  a firm  believer  in  special  enterprise 
and  attractive  features,  and  the  Post  is  first  in  all 
matters  of  public  enterprise.  Its  mammoth  bicy- 
cle parades  on  July  4,  1896  and  1897;  Sound 
Money  bicycle  parade  in  1896;  Good  Roads 
parade  October  27,  1898;  the  celebrated  "red 
wagon’'  collections  for  the  poor  in  1897,  are 
only  a few  of  the  demonstrations  which  the  Post 
and  Telegram  have  undertaken  with  success  and 
credit.  -Mr.  Bolande  endeavors  to  maintain  a 
clean,  healthy  tone  in  the  columns  of  the  Post, 
and,  to  make  the  paper  bright  with  illustrations, 
telling  cartoons  and  various  features  of  enter- 
prise that  are  out  of  the  usual  rut.  The  Post 
strives  to  handle  news  matter  originally,  and  in  a 
way  that  attracts  attention.  An  instance  of  this 
is  the  Boinay  trial,  when  some  of  the  most  promi- 
nent clergymen  in  the  city  were  induced  to  write 
their  impressions  of  the  day’s  scenes  in  court  as 
i an  introduction  to  the  newspaper  report  of  the 
trial.  From  his  knowledge  of  Bridgeport  poli- 
tics, public  men  and  newspaper  opportunities  Mr. 
Bolande  is  able  to  direct  the  editorial  department 
of  the  Post  with  an  appreciative  idea  of  the  pub- 
lic’s wishes  and  demands.  . 

Robert  N.  Blakeslee,  the  assistant  general 
I manager  of  the  Post  Publishing  Company,  en- 
! tered  the  employ  of  the  counting  room  of  the 
I Bridgeport  Farmer  in  1890.  At  one  time  e 
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was  connected  with  the  Post  as  bookkeeper.  He 
resigned  from  the  Farmer  to  become  treasurer  of 
the  Post  Publishing  Company. 

When  Mr.  Blakeslee  entered  the  Post  Pub- 
lishing Company  as  treasurer,  the  Bridgeport 
Farmer  took  occasion  to  publicly  comment  upon 
the  fact  that  he  was  not  required  to  give  a bond, 
which  it  considered  a splendid  tribute  to  his  hon- 
esty and  integrity.  Mr.  Blakeslee  handles  many 
thousand  dollars  during  a year,  all  of  the  moneys 
in  the  business  of  both  the  Post  and  Telegram 
going  through  his  hands.  In  the  eight  years  dur- 
ing which  he  has  been  connected  with  the  com- 
pany every  dollar  has  been  properly  accounted 
or.  i r.  Blakeslee  also  has  had  much  success 
in  securing  new  business  for  both  papers,  and  in 
'his  dealings  among  the  business  men  with  whom 
e comes  in  contact  he  endeavors  to  be  fair  and 
square,  never  promising  anything  but  what  he 

diti onfn?™'  ,The  .remarkably  prosperous  con- 
ditions of  the  advertising  columns  of  these  papers 
is  due  m some  degree  to  the  energy  and  alertness 
■of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Thomas  W.  Wood  has  been  editor  of  the 

vears^Hp  TclcSram  for  the  past  two 

Bridpennrt  hfS  j-3d  3 newsPaPer  experience  in 
g p rt  extending  over  a number  of  years;  he 

S’  'f«  °'  'he  M°rnine 

Vf-*he^W/  and  connected  with 
newsDaoer  m S JS  an  mdustr'°us,  hardworking 

estl  which  he”’  th°r0Ughly  faithful  t0  ‘h«  inter! 

P«s:;?PreSemS:  The  telegram  has 

y S,'nCe  11  was  ’inched  three 
It  is  credited  * arge  residential  circulation. 

be‘nR  °ne  °f  the  neatest  and 
enterprising  papers  in  the  city. 


H°aLLeYtLAl^HELDON  CATUN.  Rising 

w°rth  and  value  wbTbvthT"*  me"  °f  Sterlin^ 
pluck  have  cono'uJL  < fh  Perseverance  and 
•unaided  efforts  have  ,ortune>  and  by  their  own 
paratively  common  rom  the  ranks  °f  com- 

tions  of  respect  anV^  t0  em,nen.ce  and  posi- 
these  is  the  eentlpm  'T1  St'  Prominent  among 

He  has  been^a  learf3”  who®e  name  here  appears. 
Fairfield  countv  Tnlf*  ,h°Ught  a"d  action  in 
at>ve  and  leading  7 3 S°  °ne  of  the  represent- 
where  he  is  the  able  TfSffimen  of  BridSeport,' 
treasurer  of  thp  m i.and  e®cient  secretary  and 
Ba^of  .hattou;Chhan,CS  3nd  Farmers  Savings 

families  of  that  n representative  of  one  of  the  1 

county,  where  he  wa7bo°r  ”arwinton'  Litchfield  | 

G°i"g  back  to  the  Mothp""3^  2I*  ,84°'  I 
lne  Mother  country,  we  find  I 


the  family  name  is  frequent  at  Newington,  Rochi- 
lan,  County  of  Kent,  England.  They  have  held 
property  in  that  county  since  the  Norman  Con- 
quest. "R.  de  Catlin  was  one  of  the  followers 
of  William  the  Conqueror,  and  is  mentioned  in 
* Domesday  Book’  as  possessing  two  Knight’s  fees 
of  land  at  the  time  of  his  succession  in  the  County 
of  Kent,  and  several  individuals  of  the  same  name 
appear  in  England  as  honorably  employed  in  the 
King’s  service.  Sir  Robert  Catlin  was  knighted 
for  honorable  services  at  the  battle  of  Agincourt 
under  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  and  the  Catlin 
coat  of  arms  is  that  granted  to  him.  ” [Hinman’s 

Puritan  Settlers,”  p.  869.]  The  Arms  are: 
Per  chevron  Or  and  Azure.  Three  lions  passant 
guardant  in  pal,  counter  charged  in  chief  Argent. 
Crest:  A leopard’s  head  couped  at  the  neck 
Argent,  ducally  collared  and  lined  Or  reguardant. 
Motto:  Semper  Fides.  [“  English  Annals.”] 

The  first  Catlin  who  appears  to  have  come  to 
this  country  was  a boy.  Thomas  Catlin  came  to 
Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1632.  Later  he  left  his 
master  and  went  to  Saybrook,  Conn.  He  re- 
turned to  Hartford  about  1645-46,  where  he 
settled.  He  acquired  a good  deal  of  property, 
and  took  great  pains  with  the  education  of  his 
only  son  John.  It  is  stated  in  the  “ Memorial 
History  of  Hartford  County,”  edited  by  the  late 
J.  Hammond  Trumbull,  LL.  D.,  that  Thomas 
Catlin  was  born  about  1612,  was  first  mentioned 
in  the  Colonial  Records  in  1644;  was  chimney 
viewer  1647-48  and  ’53;  surveyor  of  highways 
in  1655;  townsman  in  1659;  constable  in  1662- 
74.  "an  office  at  that  time  one  of  the  most  hon- 
orable  and  trustworthy  in  the  colony;”  that  he 
married  (first)  Mary,  and  (second)  Mary,  widow 
of  Edward  Elmer,  and  died  in  1690.  [Elsewhere 
it  is  stated  that  Thomas  Catlin  was  living  in 
1687,  when  testified  in  court  that  he  was  eighty- 
seven  years  old.  Savage  says  that  "he  died  in 
1690,  aged  about  seventy-eight.”] 

Lyman  Sheldon  Catlin.  our  subject,  son  of 
Sheldon  Catlin,  is  in  the  seventh  generation  on 
his  father’s  side  from  Thomas  Catlin,  the  Ameri- 
can ancestor,  the  line  of  his  descent  being  through 
John,  Benjamin,  Jacob,  Benjamin  (2)  and  Sheldon. 

II.  John  Catlin  (son  of  Thomas  Catlin)  mar- 

ried, July  27,  1665,  Mary,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Samuel  Marshall,  of  Windsor.  She  died  in 
Hartford,  October  20,  1716.  Their  children 
were:  Mary,  Samuel,  John,  Thomas  and 

Benjamin. 

III.  Benjamin  Catlin  (son  of  John  Catlin), 
born  February  1,  1680,  died  in  1767.  He  mar- 
ried, May  6,  1714,  Margaret  Kellogg,  born  in 
1689,  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  died  in  Harwin- 
ton,  Conn.,  in  1786,  aged  ninety-seven.  Their 
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children  were:  Jonathan,  Daniel,  Sarah,  Abra- 

ham, Joel,  Benjamin,  Jacob,  Amos  and  George. 

IV.  Sergeant  Jacob  Catlin  (son  of  Benja- 
min Catlin),  born  December  7,  1723,  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  died  in  Harwinton,  Conn.,  July  1, 
1802.  He  was  a farmer  in  Harwinton.  He 
married  Hannah  Phelps,  who  was  born  March 
13.  1 73 1 . in  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  died  at  Har- 
winton in  1812,  aged  eighty-one  years. 

V.  Benjamin  Catlin  (2)  (son  of  Sergeant 
Jacob  Catlin),  born  October  6,  1772,  in  Harwin- 
ton, Conn.,  died  there  (a  farmer)  July  10,  1835. 
He  was  for  twenty  years  a deacon  in  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  He  married,  November  27. 
1797,  Rhoda  Catlin,  daughter  of  Isaac  Catlin  (2) 

(a  son  of  Isaac  Catlin,  a son  of  Samuel  Catlin). 
who  was  of  the  third  generation  of  Thomas  Cat- 
lin, the  ancestor.  Rhoda  Catlin  was  born  No- 
vember 8,  1774,  at  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  died 
at  Harwinton.  September  3,  1863.  Her  chil- 
dren were:  Anna,  Rhoda,  Lucy,  Benjamin, 

George,  Sheldon,  Clarinda,  Henry  and  Julius. 

VI.  Sheldon  Catlin  (son  of  Benjamin  Cat- 

lin, and  father  of  Hon.  Lyman  S.  Catlin)  was 
born  October  8,  1805,  in  Harwinton,  Conn.  He 
married,  October  22,  1834,  Cornelia  Baldwin,  of  1 
Harwinton.  born  there  December  23.  1806,  j 
daughter  of  Nehemiah  Baldwin,  of  Woodbridge.  1 
To  this  marriage  were  born  children  as  follows:  | 
Ellen  C.  and  Lyman  S.  I 

Sheldon  Catlin  was  by  occupation  a worker  i 
of  stone,  and  also  a farmer.  He  died  July  29,  j 
1840,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-four.  Samuel 
Hine,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Cornelia 
(Baldwin)  Catlin,  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution. 

Returning  to  the  third  generation  to  get  the 
ancestry  of  Rhoda  (Catlin)  Catlin: 

III.  Samuel  Catlin  (son  of  John  Catlin  and 
grandson  of  Thomas  Catlin),  born  in  1672-73, 
married  Elizabeth  North,  of  Farmington  (now 
Berlin),  Conn.,  and  their  children  were:  John, 
Thomas,  Samuel,  Isaac,  Abigail,  Job,  Mary, 
Adam  and  Ebenezer. 

IV.  Isaac  Catlin  (son  of  Samuel  Catlin), 
born  November  11,  1712,  died  May  5,  1803.  He 
married  (first)  Betsey  Kilbourn,  of  Litchfield,  and 
(second)  Widow  Abigail  (Desire  Ives)  Tuttle.  The 
children  of  the  first  marriage  were:  Isaac,  Elisha, 
Charles,  Irene,  Polly,  Betsey,  Ruth,  Sarah  and 
Bradly.  Those  of  the  second  marriage  were: 
Samuel.  Caroline,  Hannah,  Abigail  and  Desire. 

V.  Isaac  Catlin  (2)  (son  of  Isaac  Catlin), 
born  August  20,  1739,  married  (first)  Anna 
Barnes,  of  Litchfield,  and  (second)  Huldah 
Matthews,  of  Plymouth.  She  was  born  in  1750, 
and  died  July  4,  1825.  He  died  April  9,  1828.’ 


His  children,  all  by  his  first  wife,  were:  Betsey, 
Isaac,  Irene,  Amy,  Rhoda,  Hosea,  Clarinda, 
Elisha  and  Sofronia.  Isaac  Catlin  (2)  served  in 
the  French  and  Indian  war,  also  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution. 

The  name  of  Catlin  has  been  a prominent  one 
in  the  history  of  New  England  from  the  Colonial 
period,  and  from  Harwinton  and  Litchfield 
county,  Conn.,  have  gone  out  men  that  have 
achieved  distinction  in  public  affairs,  and  success 
in  the  professions  and  various  callings  of  life. 

VII.  Lyman  Sheldon  Catlin  (son  of  Sheldon 
Catlin),  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  school  and 
academy  of  his  native  town,  and  remained  in  the 
town  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  or 
early  in  its  progress.  From  1862  until  1866 
young  Catlin  was  in  the  service  of  his  country,  in 
which  he  made  an  honorable  record.  Enlisting 
in  1862  as  a private  in  Company  A,  j 9th  Conn. 
V.  1.,  he  remained  two  years  with  the  regiment, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  period  was  commissioned 
as  first  lieutenant  in  the  1 3th  U . S.  Colored  Ar- 
tillery. While  with  the  colored  troops  Lieuten- 
ant Catlin  was  in  an  engagement  on  the  Cumber- 
land river,  in  southwestern  Kentucky,  in  which 
the  entire  company  was  captured  by  General 
Forrest’s  cavalry.  The  officers  connected  with 
the  colored  troops  were  ordered  to  be  hung,  but 
they  escaped  by  means  of  a gunboat.  In  1865 
this  command  was  mustered  out,  and  its  first 
lieutenant  was  commissioned  by  Secretary  Stan- 
ton  as  lieutenant  and  quartermaster  in  the  5th 
U.  S.  Cavalry.  He  served  with  this  command 
in  Arkansas  until  1866,  when  it  was  mustered  out 
of  the  service.  , 

Since  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Catlin  has  passed 
most  of  the  time  in  Bridgeport,  his  only  absence 
being  between  1870  and  1873.  Early  in  1870 
he  located  in  Alabama  as  the  agent  of  a Chicago 
insurance  company,  but  in  a few  months  was 
driven  out  by  the  “Ku-Klux.”  The  same  com- 
pany then  sent  him  to  Kansas,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1873,  when  he  returned  to  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  and  organized  the  Mechanics  an 
Farmer  Savings  Bank  of  that  city,  and  has 
since  been  its  chief  executive  officer.  The  wel  - 
known  success  of  this  institution  has  been  largely 
j due  to  his  energy  and  business  talent.  He  is  ap- 
| proachable  and  genial,  and  commands  the  re- 
j spect  of  all  of  his  business  associates. 

Mr.  Catlin  is  universally  regarded  as  an  a e 
I and  faithful  exponent  of  Republican  principles. 
! He  has  filleA  varimic  nffirps  for  the  town  0 


He  has  filled  various  offices  for  the 
! Stratford,  and  was  elected  to  represent  the  town 
i in  the  General  Assemblies  of  1881  and  1883- 
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The  first  year  he  served  on  the  House  committee 
on  School  Funds,  and  in  1883  he  was  House 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Banks.  In  1888 
he  was  elected  senator  from  the  Thirteenth  dis- 
trict, and  in  the  session  of  1889  was  chairman  of 
the  joint  committee  on  Banks,  and  was  appointed 
by  the  Governor  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
Further  Accommodation  for  the  Insane.  That 
committee  made  reports  to  the  General  Assembly 
sessions  of  1891  and  1893.  His  career  was  one 
0 prominence  and  usefulness  in  both  branches 
0 the  Legislature.  Mr.  Catlin  is  a member  of 
hhas  Howe,  Jr.,  Post  No.  3,  G.  A.  R„  of 
Bridgeport,  of  the  military  order  of  the  Loyal 
Legion,  of  the  ex-Prisoners  of  War  Association, 
and  of  the  I.  0.  O.  F.  He  is  a thorough  busi- 
ness man  and  a valued  citizen. 

On  September  28,  1871,  Mr.  Catlin  was 

r:e,dt°  MlSS  Helen  Lewis-  of  Stratford, 
and  their  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  four 

cla'lfnfn’onan?ely:  ?heldon’  a graduate  of  Yale,' 
c ass  of  94;  Lucy  Jeannette,  married  to  Egbert 
Marsh,  of  Bridgeport.  Conn.;  George  Lewis,  a 

son  YaIe  C°llege|  3nd  C°rne,ia  Jud- 


T°npv'  WILLIAMS.  a prosperous  attor- 
My  0 ^ew  York  City,  who  resides  at 
Jr.'-W  Co.,  Conn.,  i,  ,h,  ,o»  of, 
and  uni  h‘u  y 1S  PerhaPs  more  remarkable 
humaniTe£anx^  t0  the  —mon  lot  of 
of  lour  brn*h  aaC  ^dl,ams-  tbe  father,  was  one 
home  whre°  t;Wh°  Whe"  mere  lads  livinE  ™ a 
virtues  started' <?no™*,.and  honesty  were  active 
without  training  or  yUS'neSS  {or  ‘heniselves,  and 
assistance  with8  r.exPenence-  without  means  or 
tion,  started  out  °1“/,lhair  Pluck  and  determina- 
Thel  e ’ 1,fe  8 battles  ‘o  win. 

onion  thereTsTtrenpih^'^  O'*  maxim  that  in 
personal  interest  irf  the  EaCh  Eubordlnated  his 
was  but  one  trJo  h c°mmon  good-  There 
used  by  the  four  k 7,  and  °ne  fund-  11  was 
tual  good.  brothers  to  advance  their  mu- 

Wil  Ha  ms  6 wm  a*'  man  °'u°Ur  Eub^ect’  Ma‘thias 

hjs  four  boys  was  The  Wh<fe  grea,est  Iegacy  ‘o 
ciples.  He  mo  ■ T6  ’ncu  cati°n  of  sound  prin- 

and  attained  onlyT  very  m dEHaabelh  Maxwe)1. 
cumulation  of  world?  goods"8'6  SUCCeSS  in  the 

Y°rk  City  iT,8U,6  6Ctu  father’  was  born  >n  New 
,les  <or  an  education  HeHhad  meager  opportuni- 
vears  when  he  entered  th  7aS  °n  y a lad  o{  ten 
nership  with  his  broth  ^ S,.Ia"ge  business  part- 
s'art  was  a Ki"8'  The  busi"«*  at  its 
grocery  store,  so  small  that  it 


scarcely  deserved  the  name.  It  may  be  said  to 
have  begun  with  almost  nothing.  But  the  boys 
were  attentive  and  industrious.  They  prospered, 
and  the  business  grew  larger  and  larger,  until 
they  launched  out  in  other  business  enterprises. 
They  bought  real  estate  and  city  property  as 
money  came  in  and  was  not  required  in  their 
business.  Thus  for  twenty-five  years  their  busi- 
ness was  conducted,  and  when  settlement  came, 
each  took  his  share  according  to  his  age,  and  an 
amicable  settlement  resulted.  Their  property 
had  become  valuable  as  a result  of  judicious  in- 
vestments, and  their  business  interests  were  by 
no  means  small. 

Isaac  was  the  only  one  of  the  four  brothers 
who  married.  His  wife  was  Miss  Susan  Crane, 
of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.  In  1866  Isaac  Williams, 
seeking  retirement  from  his  active  life,  removed 
from  New  York  to  Mianus,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 
where  he  had  bought  the  Lot  Palmer  place.  His 
forty  years  of  active  business  life  had  developed 
energies  that  could  not  endure  a complete  retire- 
ment, and  he  opened  a grocery  store  at  Mianus. 
After  discontinuing  this  business  he,  fora  pastime, 
devoted  his  attention  to  horticulture;  he  erected 
green-houses  and  built  up  an  extensive  florist 
business,  the  management  of  which  afforded  him 
a pleasant  and  healthful  occupation.  He  was  a 
man  quite  well  preserved  in  mind  and  body,  for 
his  years.  He  liked  good  horses,  and  had  them. 
He  was  fond  of  driving,  and  drove  a great 
deal;  was  a reinsman;  his  horses  were  not  of  the 
gentle  kind,  and  his  death  was  directly  attributed 
to  injuries  received  in  collision  while  he  was  en- 
gaged in  his  favorite  and  exciting  pastime.  He 
was  thrown  from  his  vehicle,  and  sustained  in- 
juries from  which  he  died  December  31,  1895; 
he  was  buried  at  Woodland  cemetery,  Stam- 
ford. His  wife  died  January  19,  1885.  Isaac 
Williams  was  a member  of  the  Universalist 
Church  at  Stamford,  which  his  wife  also  at- 
tended, .though  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  No  stancher  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  could  be  found  than  he,  being  twice 
elected  a representative  from  Greenwich  town- 
ship; he  declined  a renomination  for  a third  term. 
He  served  on  the  school  committee,  but  was  not 
an  office-seeker.  He  was  fully  conscious  of  the 
evils  of  the  liquor  traffic,  and  so  expressed  him- 
self frequently.  He  possessed  good  judgment, 
and  was  a practical  man,  one  who  was  thoroughly 
self-made,  and  who  enjoyed  the  respect  of  all. 
He  was  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  spent  much 
money  in  improving  his  home  and  estate  at 
Mianus.  He  established  the  business  of  ex- 
tensive ice-cutting  at  Mianus,  with  which  he 
was  later  identified,  and  a large  ice-house  was 
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built  there.  He  was  industrious,  and  took  a 
deep  interest  in  all  matters  to  improve  the 
community.  The  four  children  of  Isaac  and 
Susan  Williams  were  as  follows:  Louise,  who 

resides  on  the  old  homestead;  Isabelle,  who 
married  William  J.  Bird,  and  died  in  Green- 
wich township,  leaving  four  children  — Belle 
L. , Isaac,  Margaretta  and  Charles;  John  Max- 
well, our  subject;  and  Anna  M.,  now  Mrs. 
Jacob  V.  Close,  of  Darien,  Conn.,  who  has  five 
children — Miriam.  Gertrude,  Jessie,  Leland  and 
Clarence. 

John  Maxwell  Williams  was  born  September 
4,  1854.  and  was  reared  in  New  York,  there  at- 
tending school.  He  graduated  from  the  gram- 
mar school,  and  then  took  the  Junior  year  in  the 
College  of  the  City  of  New  York.  He  entered 
the  law  department  of  Columbia  College,  and 
completing  the  course  was  graduated  in  1 877. 
The  young  lawyer  then  took  charge  of  the  ex- 
tensive business  interests  of  his  father  and  uncles 
in  New  York.  He  has  since  practiced  his  pro- 
fession in  New  York  City.  When  his  parents 
removed  to  Mianus  he  remained  in  New  York, 
and  had  always  been  a resident  of  that  city  until 
in  recent  years,  when  he  removed  to  Mianus. 
In  188S  Mr.  Williams  married  Miss  Hannah 
Gertrude  Close,  who  was  born  near  Round  Hill, 
Greenwich  township,  and  is  a daughter  of  Allen 
H.  Close,  a representative  of  one  of  Greenwich’s 
oldest  families.  Two  children  have  been  born 
to  John  M.  and  Hannah  Will  ams— John  M., 
Jr.,  and  Gertrude. 

Mr.  Williams,  while  a Democrat  in  politics, 
is  liberal,  and  in  1896  voted  for  McKinley.  He 
is  a prominent  member  of  the  Larchmont  Yacht 
Club,  Indian  Harbor  Yacht  Club,  New  York  Ath- 
letic Club,  and  is  prominent  in  the  social  life  of 
Greenwich  and  New  York  City. 

WALTER  B.  BOSTWICK.  There  are 
times  in  the  history  of  states  and  munic- 
ipalities when  changes  of  great  moment  are 
made  in  the  organization  of  the  government. 
These  occasions,  like  the  formative  periods  of 
historv,  require  that  the  right  man  should  be  in 
the  right  place — at  the  helm  of  the  ship  of  state. 
A new  law%  involving  many  changes  in  its  official 
organism,  became  effective  at  Bridgeport  in  the 
spring  of  1893.  At  that  time,  as  events  well 
proved,  the  electors  of  the  city  made  no  mistake 
in  choosing  their  mayor.  He  was  Walter  B. 
Bo5twick,  trained  by  an  active  business  life  and 
bv  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  city. 

Mr.  Bostwick  is  connected  with  several  fam- 


ilies prominent  in  the  early  history  of  Connecti- 
cut. Seven  generations  back  the  original 
American  Bostwick  left  his  native  home  in 
Cheshire,  England,  and  settled  at  Stratford, 
Conn.  This  was  in  1664,  and  his  family  were 
among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the  wilderness  in 
that  vicinity.  Later  the  family  ascended  the 
Housatonic  river  and  settled  at  New  Milford, 
where  many  descendants  yet  remain. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Benjamin  Bostwick,  a farmer.  He  married  Anna 
Wells,  who  was  a descendant  of  Governor  Wells, 
the  first  governor  of  Connecticut.  The  father  of 
our  subject,  Solomon  E.  Bostwick,  was  for 
thirty  years  a prominent  merchant  of  New  Mil- 
ford, retiring  in  1856.  Solomon  E.  Bostwick 
married  Adeline  Booth,  daughter  of  Walter 
Booth  (for  whom  our  subject  was  named),  and 
granddaughter  of  Ithemar  Canfield,  who  was  in 
his  day  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  New  Mil- 
ford, and  widely  known  as  “ Squire ” Canfield. 
Solomon  E.  Bostwick  died  in  1882,  leaving  three 
children:  Henry  E.,  who  died  in  December, 

1893;  Elizabeth,  who  married  J.  Leroy  Buck; 
and  Walter  B. 

The  last  named  was  born  at  New  Milford 
August  26,  1S40.  He  was  educated  at  Alger 
Institute,  which  he  attended  two  years,  and  at 
G.  B.  Day's  school,  at  Golden  Hill,  Bridgeport, 
which  he  also  attended  two  years.  Alter  leaving 
school  he  remained  at  home  six  years,  and  as- 
sisted his  father,  who  was  postmaster  during 
President  Buchanan’s  administration,  subsequent- 
ly engaging  as  a salesman  in  New  York  City.  In 
1868  Mr.  Bostwick  embarked  with  his  brother 
Henry  E.  in  the  manufacture  of  buttons  at  New 
Milford.  Fire  destroyed  their  plant  in  June,  1884, 
and  Walter  B.  purchased  his  brother’s  interest 
and  removed  the  establishment  to  Bridgeport, 
three  years  later  selling  his  large  establishment 
to  Wilison  Knight  & Co.,  of  New  York,  and  retir- 
ing from  the  manufacturing  business.  Meantime 
he  had  become  interested  largely  in  real  estate 
in  the  “West  End,”  or  State  street  extension,  as 
it  was  known,  and  to  him  is  due  a large  part  of 
the  credit  for  the  development  of  that  portion  of 
the  city.  He  was  one  of  the  three  “Bs/  Bar- 
num.  Bostwick  & Bassick,  who  were  chiefly  re- 
sponsible for  its  improvement  and  appreciation 
in  value. 

Mr.  Bostwick  has  been  a lifelong  ardent  Dem- 
ocrat. He  was  elected  alderman  from  the  Sec- 
ond ward  in  j88S,  1889  and  1890,  and  during  the 
latter  two  years  was  president  of  the  board  0 
aldermen.  Under  Mayor  DeForest  he  was  for 
three  years  chairman  of  the  finance  committee, 
served"  also  on  various  other  committees,  and  lor 
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a considerable  portion  of  the  time  was  acting 
mayor.  In  April,  1893,  Mr.  Bostwick  was  elected 
mayor  of  Bridgeport,  being  the  first  elected  to 
that  incumbency  for  the  term  of  two  years,  under 
the  new  law.  One  of  the  most  important  changes 
occurring  during  his  term  of  office  was  the  trans- 
fer from  the  people  to  a board  of  finance  of  the 
power  of  appropriation.  Mayor  Bostwick’s  ad- 
ministration was  progressive  and  aggressive  as 
well.  He  instituted  many  needed  reforms  and 
gave  the  people  of  Bridgeport  one  of  the  best  ad- 
ministrations in  its  history,  applying  as  he  did  to 
the  public  service  the  same  rare  combination  of 
-qualities  which  made  his  business  one  of  crown- 
ing success.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens, 
whose  opinion  in  matters  referring  to  the  material 
prosperity  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives  is 
made  trebly  valuable  by  his  natural  aptitude  for 
large  affairs,  his  wide  experience  and  success  in 
individual  business  and  the  wider  grasp  given 
him  through  the  happy  and  important  adminis- 
tration of  the  city  government. 

Mr.  Bostwick  is  an  active  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Fraternity.  During  the  early  stages  of  the 
war  he  was  one  of  the  thirty  recruiting  officers 
appointed  bv  Governor  Buckingham,  but  before 
he  was  mustered  into  service  sickness  compelled 
him  to  resign  his  commission.  Mr.  Bostwick  was 
a close  friend  of  P.  T.  Barnum,  and  during  the 
latter’s  lifetime  was  intimately  associated  with 
him  in  a number  of  large  and  important  enter- 
prises. His  business  interests  at  present  are 
largely  in  the  “West  End.” 

Mr.  Bostwick  has  one  daughter,  Lesbia,  and 
he  had  one  son,  Wilford  W.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  three  months. 


EZRA  J.  HALL,  a leading  business  man  of 

Sandy  Hook,  is  a citizen  whose  influence  is 

felt  as  a power  for  good  in  all  the  various  pro- 
gressive movements  of  his  locality,  and  he 
worthily  represents  a family  which  has  long  been 
held  in  high  esteem  for  sterling  qualities  of  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  Hall's  ancestors  came  from  England  at  an 
early  date.  His  grandfather,  Eli  W.  Hall,  was 
a native  of  Newtown,  and  during  the  greater 
portion  of  his  life  w-as  a tailor  in  North  Center 
District.  He  married  Miss  Polly  Booth,  and 
they  had  the  following  children:  Ira,  who  moved 
to  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ; Philo  B.,  who  made  his 
home  in  Jackson,  Mich.;  Joseph  B.,  a cattle 
dealer,  who  resided  in  Chicago;  Ezra  B.,  who  is 
mentioned  below;  Polly  Ann,  who  married  Ira 
Squires,  of  Bridgewater,  Conn. ; Sarah,  who  did 
not  marry;  Booth,  a merchant  at  Southville, 


Conn.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  and 
William,  our  subject's  father.  Ezra  B.  Hall, 
mentioned  above,  was  a carpenter  by  trade  and 
did  the  first  work  in  his  line  on  the  Housatonic 
railroad.  He  afterward  went  to  Michigan  and 
thence  to  Geneseo,  111.,  later  settling  in  Carth- 
age, Mo.,  where,  with  the  exception  of  a short 
residence  in  Texas,  he  spent  his  remaining  days. 

William  Hall,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Newtown  in  1816,  and  became  a tailor 
by  occupation,  learning  the  trade  in  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.  After  working  for  a few  years  as  a journey- 
man, he  in  about  1836  established  a business  of 
his  own  at  Bristol,  Conn. , and  a year  or  so  later 
he  removed  to  Bridgewater,  opening  a shop  over 
the  store  then  occupied  by  Dunning  Babbitt. 
There  he  carried  on  a successful  trade  until  about 
1856,  when  he  settled  at  Sandy  Hook  and  en- 
gaged in  business,  his  shop  being  located  first  in 
his  own  residence  and  later  in  the  building  which 
is  now  used  as  a jewelry  store.  His  business 
prospered,  and  in  addition  to  its  management  he 
held  the  office  of  postmaster  at  Sandy  Hook  for 
many  years  previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1865,  his  appointment  being  made  early  in  the 
administration  of  President  Lincoln.  Mr.  Hall 
was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  Republican 
party.  In  religious  work  he  was  active  as  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he 
served  as  class-leader  bothin  Southvilleand  Sandy 
Hook.  Through  private  study  he  became  well- 
informed  upon  many  subjects  of  interest,  and  he 
was  especially  fond  of  reading  the  Bible.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susan  Luckey, 
was  born  in  1821,  the  daughter  of  John  R. 
Luckey,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  she  is  still  liv- 
ing. They  had  six  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject is  the  youngest;  Cornelius  Booth,  born  Jan- 
uary 13,  1839,  was  formerly  a resident  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.;  William  L. , born  May  7,  1840,  is  a 
blacksmith  in  Danbury;  Edward  H.,  born  Octo- 
ber 22,  1841,  is  a boot  and  shoe  merchant  in 
Springfield,  Mo.;  Cornelia,  born  October  1, 
1843,  married  (first)  George  J.  Tucker,  and  (sec- 
ond) John  R.  Smith,  formerly  of  Cornwall, 
Conn.,  and  now  of  Bridgeport,  this  county; 
Joseph,  born  January  1,  1847,  resides  in  Spring- 
field,  Mo.,  and  is  the  vice-president  and  treasurer 
of  the  National  Loan  & Investment  Company. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  17,  1851,  in 
Bridgewater,  Conn.,  and  was  educated  chiefly  in 
the  common  schools  of  Sandy  Hook,  although  he 
attended  school  for  two  winters  at  Long  Hill. 
His  opportunities  for  study  ended  when  he  at- 
tained the  age  of  sixteen,  and  he  then  began  to 
work  as  a farm  hand  for  Miles  Beardsley,  of  Long 
Hill.  When  about  seventeen  years  old  he  went 
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to  Sandy  Hook  to  learn  the  turner’s  trade  with 
Henry  L.  Wheeler,  and  after  two  years  there  he 
was  sent  to  Westville,  Conn.,  to  manage  a store 
belonging  to  Mr.  Wheeler.  Later  this  business 
was  purchased  by  Charles  M.  Platt,  with  whom 
Mr.  Hall  remained  for  seven  years,  at  the  end 
of  that  time  returning  to  Sandy  Hook  and  re- 
entering the  employ  of  Mr.  Wheeler  for  about 
eight  years.  After  spending  eighteen  years  in 
this  manner  he  decided  to  purchase  the  business, 
which  has  now  been  established  for  more  than 
forty  years,  and  since  July  14,  1886,  he  has  con- 
ducted it  at  the  old  stand  with  marked  success. 
At  present  Mr.  Hall  is  also  a director  in  the  Sandy 
Hook  branch  of  the  Mercantile  Co-operative  Bank 
of  New  York. 

In  1879  our  subject  married  Miss  Anna  J. 
Taylor,  daughter  of  Rev.  James  Taylor,  a native 
of  England,  who  is  now  a resident  of  Sandy 
Hook.  No  children  have  blessed  this  union.  Mr. 
Hall  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Sandy  Hook,  in  which  he  holds  the  office  of 
trustee,  and  his  fine  voice  is  used  to  good  advan- 
tage in  the  choir.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
but  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  official 
honors. 


generously  when  it  was  built,  and  of  which  he 
was  junior  warden  for  some  years,  as  has  also 
been  his  son  Wilmot,  since  the  death  of  his  father. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  11,  1848,  at  the 
old  home  in  the  town  of  Trumbull,  and  his  ele- 
mentary education  was  secured  in  the  neighbor- 
ing schools.  On  completing  the  course  of  study 
offered  there,  he  pursued  higher  branches  at 
Cheshire  Academy  near  New  Haven,  and  later  he 
attended  an  advanced  school  in  Bridgeport.  He 
has  a beautiful  home  in  Trumbull,  where  he 
spends  the  summer  months,  while  in  the  winter 
he  resides  in  Bridgeport.  The  care  of  his  esta  e 
has  occupied  much  of  his  time  since  early  man 
hood,  but  at  present  he  is  living  in  retirement.  On 
lune  3,  1873,  he  was  married  in  Stratford  to  Miss 
Sarah  Curtiss,  daughter  of  Peter  P.  and  Mary 
(Fitch)  Curtiss,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Lillian  C.  and  Wilmot  F . 


HON.  WILMOT  C.  WHEELER,  formerly  a 

representative  from  the  town  of  Trumbull  in 

the  State  Legislature,  is  one  of  the  most  highly  es- 
teemed citizens  and,  although  now  less  active  in 
political  and  social  life  than  of  old,  he  continues 
to  wield  his  influence  in  a quiet  way  on  the  side 
of  progress. 

His  family,  of  which  a more  complete  account 
is  given  elsewhere,  ranks  among  the  oldest  and 
wealthiest  in  this  section,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
eighth  generation  in  descent  from  Sergeant  Eph- 
raim Wheeler,  who  came  from  England  prior  to 
1639.  The  line  of  descent  is  traced  through  Deac- 
onlsaac  Wheeler, son  of  Sergeant  Ephraim;  Isaac; 
Ebenezer,  who  married  Abigail  Edwards;  John, 
who  married  Esther  Mallett;  John  M., who  married 
Ann  Walker;  and  Ebenezer,  our  subject’s  father, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  town  of  Trum- 
bull, receiving  his  education  in  the  local  schools, 
and  later  engaging  in  farming  in  the  same  locality. 
He  was  married  February  20,  1840,  to  Cordelia 
Mallett.  This  worthy  couple  had  two  sons,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  younger.  Hon.  Hobart 
R.  Wheeler,  the  elder  of  the  two,  was  born 
November  30,  1840,  and  is  now  a prominent 
resident  of  this  county,  his  home  being  in  Trum- 
bull in  the  summer,  and  in  the  city  of  Bridgeport 
in  the  winter.  The  father  was  much  interested  in 
the  church  at  Long  Hill,  to  which  he  gave 


HENRY  F.  GUTHRIE  (deceased).  Among 
_ the  people  who  come  to  us  from  other  lands 
there  are  many  whose  thrift,  industry  and  intelli- 
gence make  them  welcome  as  citizens,  ut  our 
English-born  residents  seem  as  a rule  to  possess 
a keener  understanding  of  our  national  spin 
than  others,  and  to  appreciate  more  fully  the  es- 
sential purpose  of  our  institutions.  This  mig 
be  expected  when  we  consider  the  re J?*’?” 
which  we  as  a -nation  sustain  to  the  0 
country,”  but  it  is  none  the  less  gratifying  to  n 
the  facts  exemplifying  the  theory  so  thoroug  y- 
The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  in  his  1 lie- 
time was  a well-known  resident  of  Norwalk,  " 
born  in  London,  England,  August  18,  io2  . an 
his  ancestors  in  both  paternal  and  materna  1 
were  of  English  blood.  Alexander  Guthrie,  ni 
grandfather,  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  ol  c0 
try,  where  he  was  successfully  engaged  m busin  - 
as  a merchant  tailor.  He  reared  a large  anV 
of  children,  among  whom  was  a son,  Rober  , 
subject's  father,  who  was  born  in  London, 
cember  13,  1802,  and  is  still  living  at  the  adva 
age  of  ninety-six,  being  one  of  the  most  ig  . 
esteemed  citizens  of  Norwalk.  This  vener 
gentleman  passed  his  youth  in  his  pat'v®  a.  ’ 
and  was  married  there  to  Miss  Elizabe 
Walls,  of  Cornwall,  England,  who  was  a iru 
helpmeet  to  him  in  all  his  enterprises, 
time  when  he  was  principal  of  a private  sc 
for  boys  in  London,  she  conducted  a ?iml  f 
stitution  for  girls  in  the  same  city.  "eL-eWas 
which  occurred  in  Norwalk,  April  8,  1°  /•  . 

deeply  mourned  by  a large  circle  of  fnen  s . • 
acquaintances.  In  his  early  life  Robert  u 
learned  the  tailor’s  trade,  and  for  some 
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followed  it  in  London,  but  in  1 842  he  came  to 
America,  and  settled  in  Norwalk,  where  he  has 
since  lived  in  retirement.  Of  a family  of  eleven 
children,  the  greater  number  were  born  in  Eng- 
land, several  dying  and  being  buried  there.  Rob- 
ert B.,  born  December  22,  1826,  died  in  1834; 
Henry  F.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below;  Claude,  born  September  16,  1830,  is  a 
resident  of  the  town  of  Norwalk,  and  has  been 
engaged  in  business  there  as  a turner,  farmer  and 
blacksmith,  but  now  follows  the  latter  occupa- 
tion exclusively;Margaretj.,  born  March  4.  1833, 
died  in  1835;  Alexander,  born  March  24,  1835, 
served  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  17th  Connecti- 
olunteer  Infantry,  and  for  some  years  pre- 
vious  0 his  death,  which  occurred  in  1875,  he 
was  engage  ln  business  as  a turner  >t  ^jvcr. 
mme.  in  the  town  of  Norwalk;  Elisabeth  A.,  born 

bethA^l't  l8n’  d'ed  March  4’  ,838!  Eliza- 
Si  £}’  bo.rn  0ctober  16,  1839,  died  in  1839; 

t e .o,'h  rr"  AUgUSt  ,6'  i84>.  was  a soldier  in 
he  loth  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  is 

March  /r  r‘  °f  S’iVermine;  St  Clair-  bom 

born  February  2'  'iSa/T?  i"  Ka"SaS;  J°Sepl 
monH  4 k!  y ; 8461  dled  June  22-  >867;  Ec 

Henry  F^r  I3,  l849,  died  in  ,89°- 
chiefly  i/th  Uthnes  education  was  obtaine 

his K waSPthVeatH  SCb0°]jn  London  of  whic 
teen  he  beean  H u®ad’  and  at  the  age  of  thil 

William  Bnrk  6rklng  In  the  establishment  c 
*nefeSaHeLa  reg,mental  tailor-  wit 
•hen  took  a trin  ^.l^”1  eighteen  months.  H 
which  was  sentPfn° the  C°aSt  °l  Africa  in  a shi 
return  set  sail  for  a*  Carg0  °f  Ruano,  and  on  hi 
after  landing  beinv  ™er!ca'  h's  first  employmen 
where  he  spent  M 3 arm  band  ln  New  Jersey 
Norwalk;  on  June  10*1 i!"  ' 846  he  Came  1 
ness  on  his  own  ar  ’ l85°’  be  en8aged  in  busi 
after  conducted  1 ? T'  &t  Sllvermine,  and  eve 
there,  his  extenc'  umb*:r  mill  and  turning  shoi 

inS  night  and  daJTmosfof  k,f  *"."■*  h‘S  mj11  runn 
employment  to  /1  ° be  tIme,  and  givini 

“8  the  «™vra„  lEh”TbeI  « »•»<!«.  D J 
“ess  Mr.  Guthrie  Jin  , k he  Spent  in  this  busi 
0(  financiers  and  l he  6Steem  and  confident* 
various  enterprises  epWas  a val“ed  adviser  ii 
Erector  .jn  the  r»n,  i°v  many  years  he  was  « 
walk.  also  in  theCFa Vfi  u?-t,0nal  Bank  of  Nor 
and  for  a lone  tim*  l*  d Coun,y  Savings  Bank, 
Fairfield  Countv  A • 6.  Was  a director  in  the 
nothing  °f  the  pgarr  Ural  S°ciety’  which  i: 

red  Miss  Hannah  B?,t.  '854-  Mr'  Guthrie  mar- 

1°’  l834.  in  NorWa®k  e,rh>:'  Wh°  WaS  born  Ma> 

as  Silas  Buttery  a hi„hi'S  C°Unty'  Her  ,athel 
her  family  js  WgTj  ahlghly  esteemed  citizen,  and 
well  known  ,n  this  locality.  Mr. 


Guthrie  was  identified  helpfully  with  all  forms 
of  philanthropic  work  in  his  oommunity,  and 
contributed  liberally  to  the  advancement  of 
religious  enterprises.  He  took  a keen  interest  in 
the  questions  of  the  day,  and  on  October  20, 
1852,  became  a naturalized  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  Politically  he  was  a steadfast  Repub- 
lican, but  he  neither  sought  or  held  office— in  fact 
he  refused  nominations  when  tendered  to  him. 
He  died  April  28,  1898. 


DAVID  A.  NICHOLS  makes  his  home  in  the 
town  of  Monroe,  Fairfield  county,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  popular  men  in  that  section.  He  was 
born  there  May  19,  1856,  about  two  miles  east 
of  Monroe  Center,  on  what  is  known  as  Barn 
Hill,  and  belongs  to  a family  identified  with  Con- 
necticut history  from  the  earliest  days,  the  first 
ancestor  in  this  country  having  been  Sergeant 
Francis  Nichols,  who  lived  in  Stratford  in  1639, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  and  original  pro- 
prietors of  that  town. 

Sergeant  Francis  Nichols  was  a native  of 
England,  and  was  doubtless  closely  related  to 
Col.  Richard  Nicolls,  the  first  English  governor 
of  New  York  State.  He  had  been  a military 
man  in  his  native  country,  and  there  is  some  evi- 
dence that  he  belonged  to  the  famous  regiment 
of  Horse  Guards,  of  London,  some  of  whom  are 
known  to  have  come  to  Boston  about  the  time  of 
his  emigration.  Francis  Nichols  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  second  wife  being  Anne  Wines,  daughter 
of  Barnabas  Wines,  of  Southold,  L.  I.  From  his- 
second  son,  Caleb,  who  was  born  in  England, 
our  subject  traces  his  descent  through  Abraham, 
born  January  19,  1662;  Joseph,  born  September 
21,  1685;  and  Lieut.  Nathan,  born  December  1, 
1709.  Nathan,  Jr.,  son  of  Lieut.  Nathan  and 
Patience  Nichols,  was  baptized  May  24,  1778. 
His  son  Daniel  was  a native  of  the  town  of  Hunt-  — 
ington  (formerly  Stratford),  Fairfield  county, 
where  he  owned  considerable  land  and  carried 
on  farming.  He  married  Hannah  Bennett,  and 
they  reared  three  sons,  all  of  whom  have  long 
since  passed  the  four-score  mark.  viz. : George 

L.,  Nathan  B.  and  Daniel  A.,  the  last  two  liv- 
ing in  Huntington.  The  father  was  of  a very 
retiring  disposition,  and  passed  his  life  quietly, 
dying  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

Daniel  A.  Nichols  was  born  March  4,  1814, 
in  the  town  of  Huntington,  where  he  spent  his- 
youth  and  early  manhood.  In  about  1854  he 
removed  to  Monroe,  where  he  purchased  a 180- 
acre  tract  at  what  was  known  as  Barn  Hill, 
which  was  considered  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the 
best,  farms  in  the  town,  and  here  he  carried  on* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


268 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


agricultural  pursuits  until  his  retirement  from 
active  life.  He  has  also  been  extensively  inter- 
ested in  cattle  droving  and  dealing,  bringing 
stock  to  the  Eastern  markets,  and  combined  his 
two  principal  branches  of  business  very  success- 
fully, acquiring  a comfortable  competence  for 
his  declining  years.  As  an  example  of  a typical 
self-made  man  he  stands  foremost  among  the 
well-to-do  citizens  of  his  town  and  county,  for 
he  began  life  with  no  money,  no  brilliant  pros- 
pects, and  no  capital  but  his  own  good  charac- 
ter, industry,  thrift  and  sobriety.  His  first 
wages  were  fifty  cents  per  day,  but  as  the  years 
went  by  he  rose  from  one  degree  of  prosperity  to 
another,  and  finally  found  himself  the  possessor 
of  a fine  property.  In  about  1889  he  sold  his 
Barn  Hill  farm,  and  has  since  led  a compara- 
tively retired  life,  taking  the  ease  which  he  well 
deserves,  and  enjoying  the  universal  respect  and 
esteem  of  his  neighbors  and  friends. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  first  married  October  12, 
1837,  to  Nancy  Tomlinson,  who  became  the 
mother  of  one  son,  which  died  in  childhood,  and 
his  second  wife  was  Selina  Treadwell  (daughter 
■of  Ebenezer  Treadwell,  and  granddaughter  of 
Ebenezer Treadwell,  Sr.),  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried February  23,  1853.  To  this  union  also  came 
one  son,  David  A.  In  1877  he  wedded  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (Lewis')  Clarke,  widow  of  William 
Clarke.  Mr.  Nichols  is  a member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Monroe,  and  in  his  polit- 
ical predilections  he  is  a stanch  Republican, 
taking  a deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his 
party.  He  is  no  politician  in  the  sense  of  being 
an  office-seeker,  however,  although  he  has 
served  his  town  creditably  as  selectman  and 
member  of  the  board  of  relief. 

David  A.  Nichols  commenced  his  educational 
training  in  the  schools  of  Monroe,  and  later  at- 
tended, for  six  months,  the  private  school  at 
Riverside,  kept  by  R.  S.  Hinmans  (who  is  now 
(1897)  assistant  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut), finishing  with  a course  at  the  Eastman 
Business  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  February  9, 
1875.  Returning  home,  he  took  up  farming', 
which  he  followed  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  old,  when,  in  the  fall  of  1879,  he  was  first 
elected  to  the  office  which  he  has  so  ably  filled 
ever  since— that  of  town  clerk.  He  has  been 
re-elected  every  year  up  to  the  present,  and  for 
the  past  twelve  years  without  opposition — a rec- 
ord  which  speaks  more  highly  for  his  ability 
trustworthiness  and  fitness  than  could  any  words. 
In  1896  his  fellow  citizens  further  honored  him 
with  election  to  the  State  Legislature,  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  though  on  that  occasion,  also, 


he  had  no  opposition,  and  was  again  elected  to 
the  General  Assembly  in  the  fall  of  1898.  In  the 
session  of  1897  he  was  on  the  committee  of 
Finance  and  Judicial  Nominations,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Special  States  Prison  investigating 
committee.  In  the  session  of  1899  he  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  Cities  and  Bor- 
oughs. Mr.  Nichols  has  never  sought  office  in 
any  way,  and  his  continued  popularity  is  ample 
evidence  that  he  has  not  disappointed  his  con- 
stituents in  the  estimation  of  either  his  personal 
qualities  or  practical  talents.  For  a number  of 
years  he  has  carried  on  a fine  insurance  business, 
representing  six  of  the  best  companies  in  the 
State,  and  he  has  a large  agency  which  extends 
all  over  Fairfield  county,  and  brings  him  a sub- 
stantial income,  this,  like  all  his  other  affairs, 
being  managed  with  unusual  success. 

In  1884  or  1885  he  became  interested  in  the 
raising  of  fancy  chickens, principally  black  cochins 
and  black  cochin  bantams,  and  he  still  continues 
this  business  with  profit  and  pleasure.  He  has 
been  a leader  in  the  American  Poultry  Associa- 
tion, of  which,  without  solicitation  on  his  part, 
he  was  elected  president  for  one  year  January  1, 
1897.  As  may  be  judged,  he  is  enthusiastic  in 
any  cause  to  which  he  gives  his  time  or  atten- 
tion, progressive,  public-spirited  and  faithful  in 
his  civic  life  and  well  liked  everywhere. 

On  January  1,  1883,  Mr.  Nichols  was  married 
to  Miss  Elsie  E.  Beardsley,  a daughter  of  Agur 
and  Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Beardsley,  of  Monroe,  and 
granddaughter  of  Elihu  Beardsley;  her  family  is 
one  of  the  oldest  in  Monroe,  Conn.  Agur  and 
Elizabeth  Beardsley  had  three  children:  Elsie 
Edwards,  William  Agur  (who  is  rector  of  St. 
Thomas  Church,  New'  Haven),  and  Edward  Sher- 
man. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  have  also  been 
born  three  children,  whose  names  with  dates  of 
birth  are  as  follows:  Daniel  Alonzo,  June  9,  1886, 
Morris  Beardsley,  March  30,  1890;  and  Selina 
Elizabeth,  December  4,  1891.  The  family  at- 
tend the  Congregational  Church. 


FRANK  H.  BARNES,  M.  D.,  is,  in  his  labors 
_ as  a physician  in  charge  and  the  proprietor 
of  Grey  Towers  Sanitarium,  located  at  Stam- 
ford, Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  carrying  on  a work 
which  is  daily  becoming  more  and  more  appre- 
ciated. The  physician’s  life  is  always  considered 
an  especially  interesting  and-  useful  one,  fillecl 

with  opportunities  for  noble  and  charitable  deeds, 

but  in  these  days,  when  the  fields  of  science  are 
so  broad  that  no  one  man  can  thoroughly  explore 
them  all,  it  is  the  specialists  who,  from  a strictly 
professional  standpoint,  do  the  most  direct  good. 
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And  it  is  in  this  connection  that  we  introduce 
Dr.  Barnes  and  the  institution  of  which  he  is  the 
head,  and  without  mention  of  which  no  history 
of  Stamford  would  be  complete. 

Dr.  Barnes  is  a native  of  New  York  State, 
born  at  Mohawk,  Herkimer  county,  a son  of 
Charles  T.  and  Flora  A.  (Johnson)  Barnes,  the 
former  of  whom  was  one  of  the  corps  of  Institute 
Instructors  of  New  York  State.  There  were  four 
children  in  the  family:  Margaret  E.,  who  lives  in 
Sauquoit,  N.  Y.;  Frank  H.;  CharlesA.,  of  Little 
Falls,  N.  Y. ; and  Harry  L.,  of  Sauquoit.  The 
grandfather,  Charles  L.  Barnes,  was  also  a resi- 
dent of  New  York  State,  for  a time  engaging  in 
the  hotel  business  in  Westchester  county  and 
later  farming  at  Norwich  Corners,  in  Herkimer 
county.  He  married  a Miss  Ludlow,  and  they 
had  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living, 
viz.:  Charles  Tapan;and  George  D.,  James  L. 
and  Richard  S.,  all  of  whom  make  their  home  at 
Norwich  Corners. 


Frank  H.  Barnes  spent  his  childhood  at 
Sauquoit,  N.  Y.,  and  in  his  youth  attended  the 
public  and  private  schools  and  the  Utica  free 
academy.  At  Utica  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  under  Dr.  Aaron  Osborne,  with  whom 
e continued  for  one  year,  and  then  for  a year 
W.3S ‘he  employ  of  the  Aetna  Insurance  Co., 
a Utlca:  k-  ^ • He  finished  his  professional 
preparation  at  a New  York  medical  college, 
rom  which  he  was  graduated,  and  he  shortly 
ae™\rd  came  to  the  Grey  Towers  Sanitarium, 
wnere  he  was  assistant  physician  until  March, 
He  then  became  proprietor, 
in  Pre^  Towers  Sanitarium  was  established 
m ^ jj1,  J-  J-  Kindred,  and  was  dulv  in- 
corporaud  by  a special  Act  of  the  State  Legisla- 

r«L°  C,onnect,cut  « ‘he  Darien  Home,  being 
treatm»mhy<S1CIan  s home  *or  ‘he  private  care  and 
nervmiQ  ^ ° Pat’entS  Su?ering  lrom  mental  and 
on  the  rf  ?eaifej  ^be  *nst‘tut'on  is  constructed 
partmenu  a«ChediC°tta?e  Plan-  with  special  de- 
who  mav  h°r  a cohol,c  and  narcotic  habitues, 
ment  in  Lh?C  r!c,eive  the  mos‘  modern  treat- 
the  namhe™  ?Itab  6 homelike  surroundings;  and 

have  been  effe  CUres  of  this  nature  which 
as  it  is  in  c ected  is  really  wonderful.  Situated 

on  U?nrS!fcet  in  ‘^suburbs  of  Stam- 
ofNew  Yrrt  p.js  and  Sound>  within  easy  reach 
wise  than  nnn  'i y’ »tbe  ^ome  C0ldd  not  be  other- 
treat  The  PU  31  °r  those  desiring  such  a re- 
countrv  0 scenery  of  the  beautiful  hill 
W as  only  rural661011’  th?.  surroundings,  health- 
vantage  of  fr  urround'ngs  with  the  extra  ad- 
all  ‘he  modern  r!?*  C3n  be’  and  }’et  affording 

ci,y  home,  make  anrortH-and  conveniences  of  a 
make  a combination  which  could  not 


fail  to  benefit  at  least,  and  at  the  same  time 
please  the  senses  with  the  general  air  of  quiet 
picturesqueness.  The  site  of  the  Home  is  the 
highest  elevation  in  the  vicinity,  and  the  central 
stone  building  with  the  several  roomy  cottages  of 
pleasing  architecture  are  situated  in  spacious 
grounds.  The  buildings  are  new  and  modern, 
equipped  with  the  best  system  of  heating,  elec- 
tric lights,  hot  and  cold  water,  etc.  The  rooms 
are  handsome  and  tastefully  furnished,  and  the 
general  arrangements  are  made  with  the  view  of 
providing  home-like  comfort  for  all.  The  patients 
enjoy  the  greatest  degree  of  freedom  consistent 
with  their  welfare,  and  cheerfulness  and  attractive- 
ness are  everywhere  noticeable  features.  Amuse- 
ments of  all  kinds  are  planned  and  provided,  such 
as  carriage  drives,  del  ightf ul  walks,  weekly  dances, 
entertainments,  billiards,  lawn  tennis,  croquet 
and  other  out-of-door  exercises;  but  all  are  ar- 
ranged with  the  utmost  regard  for  the  needs  of 
the  occupants,  of  whom  there  is  a general  average 
of  fifty,  looked  after  by  twenty  employes.  Dis- 
eases such  as  nervous  prostration,  chronic  dys- 
pepsia with  nervous  symptoms,  paralysis,  spinal 
cord  affections  and  all  nervous  maladies  receive 
special  attention,  every  facility  being  at  hand  for 
their  proper  care  and  treatment,  while  all  the 
systems  employed  are  based  on  experience,  with 
the  newest  and  most  improved  methods.  Patients 
of  moderate  or  abundant  means  can  be  equally 
well  accommodated,  a-  circumstance  which  adds 
much  to  the  popularity  of  the  place,  and  in- 
creases its  benefit  to  mankind  in  general. 

Dr.  Barnes  was  married  in  Stamford,  Conn., 
to  Miss  Ella  B.  Jerman,  daughter  of  Chauncey 
L.  Jerman.  one  of  the  former  prominent  shoe 
dealers  of  Stamford,  and  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  old  and  highly  esteemed  families  of  the 
county,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere. 


m NDREW  JACKSON  BELL,  a leading  citi- 
■JW|k  zen  of  Stamford,  has  probably  done  more 
than  any  other  one  man  of  late  years  toward  the 
material  development  and  improvement  of  that 
charming  little  city,  and  many  of  its  most  costly 
and  attractive  buildings  owe  their  existence  to  his 
enterprise.  Although  he  has  now  passed  the  al- 
lotted limit  of  three-score  and  ten  years,  he  is 
still  active  and  vigorous,  his  extensive  real-es- 
tate interests  receiving  his  personal  attention, 
and  his  reminiscences  of  his  long  and  busy  life 
are  most  entertaining  and  instructive.  He  was 
born  April  5,  1824,  in  the  town  of  Five  Mile 
River,  Norwalk,  Fairfield  county,  and  comes  of 
a long-lived  family. 

In  October,  1640,  a company  of  Wethersfield 
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men,  twenty-nine  in  all,  purchased  from  the  New 
Haven  Colony  a tract  of  land  in  Connecticut, 
agreeing  to  remove  thereto  by  the  1 6th  of  May, 
1641.  This  was  first  called  Rippowam,  but 
afterward  Stamford.  Among  these  early  settlers 
was  Francis  Bell,  who  received  as  his  share  seven 
acres,  on  which  he  settled,  and  it  is  evident  from 
the  town  records  that  he  was  an  active  man  of 
affairs  in  the  new  settlement.  At  a town  meet- 
ing held  October  19,  1641,  he  and  Nathan  Mit- 
chell were  appointed  “to  lay  out  the  house  lots 
and  order  the  manner  of  assigning  them,  rectify 
what  is  amiss  and  consider  what  allowance  is  to 
be  made  for  holes  not  fit  to  be  measured  for  land, 
and  to  measure  these  lots  for  every  man  at  two 
pence  an  acre,  or  three  shillings  a house  lot.” 
■On  October  27,  1641,  Francis  Bell  was  elected 
representative  from  the  town  to  the  General 
Court — the  legislative  body  of  the  New  Haven 
Colony — having  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to 
serve  in  his  community,  and  two  years  later  he 
was  selected  by  the  General  Court  to  form  a 
military  company  in  the  town,  and  received  his 
commission  as  lieutenant.  He  was  equally  promi- 
nent in  religious  matters,  and  in  1644,  when  a 
•contention  arose  between  the  people  and  their 
pastor,  he  was  selected  by  them  to  make  a pedes- 
trian iournev  to  Boston,  in  company  with  George 
Slawson,  for  the  purpose  of  persuading  John 
Bishop  to  come  and  minister  to  them;  and  the 
mission  was  successful.  In  1659  he  was  again 
appointed  as  an  arbitrator  to  settle  a disagree- 
ment between  the  congregation  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bishop,  from  all  of  which  we  may  judge  that  he 
possessed  considerable  influence  and  was  deeply 
respected.  In  1670  he  was  given  charge  of  the 
work  of  building  a new  meeting-house.  Besides 
the  service  above  mentioned,  he  acted  for  five 
years  as  selectman  of  his  town,  beginning  with 
1666.  This  Francis.. Rell./was  a native  of  York- 
shire, England,  and  came  to  Massachusetts  in 
1630  with  Rebecca,  his  wife,  forming  part  of  a 
company  led  by  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  some  of 
whom  settled  at  Wethersfield  and  other  towns  in 
the  New  Haven  Colony.  A copy  of  the  coat  of 
arms  of  the  Yorkshire  family  is  in  the  possession 
of  John  V.  Hecker,  of  Noroton,  Conn.,  whose 
wife  belongs  to  the  Bell  family.  Francis  Bell 
died  January  S,  1689,  and  his  last  will  and  testa- 
ment, proved  March  1 1 , 1690,  a curious  docu- 
ment! is  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  Fairfield 
probate  court. 

Jonathan,  son  of  Francis  and  Rebecca  Bell, 
was  born  in  September,  1641,  and  the  first  white 
child  born  in  Stamford.  He  became  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  the  town,  of  which  he  was  select- 
man for  fourteen  years,  and  in  1670  was  sent  as 


representative  to  the  General  Court,  serving  there 
with  few  interruptions  for  twenty-six  years.  He 
was  appointed  to  select  a school  teacher,  and  in 
1 693  was  delegated  • ‘to  treat  with  Mr.  J ohn  Daven- 
port in  order  to  his  settlement  as  a minister  0! 
the  Gospel.”  This  Mr.  Davenport  was  a man  of 
note  in  his  day,  and  his  descendants  for  a num- 
ber of  generations  were  prominent  in  the  history 
of  the  town  and  State.  In  1672  Jonathan  Bell 
was  appointed  lieutenant  of  the  Stamford  Mili- 
tary Company,  and  in  1698  was  commissioned 
captain.  He  died  March  11,  1699.  Jonathan 
Bell  was  married  twice,  and  by  his  first  wife, 
Mercy,  daughter  of  Jasper  Crane,  of  New  Haven, 
he  had  three  children.  His  second  wife  was 
Susannah,  daughter  of  Rev.  Abraham  Pierson,  of 
Branford,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children— three 
sons  and  five  daughters. 

Jonathan  Bell,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Mercy 
Bell,  was  born  February  14,  1663-64,  and  like 
his  ancestors  was  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the 
town.  From  1689  to  1699  he  was  town  clerk; 
in  1692  he  was  made  lieutenant  of  the  military 
company,  and  from  1712  to  1 7 1 9 he  was  repre- 
sentative to  the  General  Court  at  Hartford.  He 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one  years. 
He  was  married  three  times,  first  to  Grace  Kitcb- 
ell,  of  New  Jersey,  who  bore  him  one  child, 
Jonathan,  born  January  15,  1693-94.  He 
was  a leading  man  in  the  town,  and  for  nine 
years  selectman  of  Stamford,  was  ensign  in  the 
military  company,  and  in  1736  was  appointed 
school  commissioner.  He  was  an  active  church- 
man, and  was  conspicuous  in  the  organization  of 
the  “Middlesex  Society,”  a religious  body  made 
up  of  people  on  the  east  side  of  the  town  (now  Da- 
rien), who,  after  separation  from  the  Society  of 
Stamford,  built  a meeting-house  of  their  own. 
On  December  2,  1742,  Ensign  Bell  was  appoint- 
ed to  investigate  whether  a plot  of  land  might  be 
granted  to  the  Episcopalians,  who  had  applied 
for  it,  “without  injury  to  the  town."  It  was 
granted,  Ensign  Bell  laid  it  out,  and  it  was  the 
site  of  the  first  St.  John’s  Church.  He  also  sang 
in  the  Church,  and  at  a meeting  in  1748  it  was 
“Voted,  That  Mr.  Jonathan  Bell  shall  sing  or 
tune  the  psalm  in  times  of  public  worship,  afd 
that  he  may  tune  it  in  the  old  or  new  w'ay,  as 
suits  him  best;  and  also  that  he  shall  read  the 
psalms.”  On  January  24,  1716,  Ensign  Bell 
married  Eunice,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mar) 
(Olmstead)  Reed,  of  Norwalk,  and  they  ha 
eleven  children,  of  whom, 

Thaddeus  Bell,  born  March  31,  1728,  wast  e 
great-grandfather  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  these  lines.  He  lived  at  Ox  Ridge, 
in  the  outskirts  of  Stamford,  and  was  engaged  m 
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farming.  In  July,  1775,  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  he  was  appointed  on  a 
••committee  of  safety,"  and  on  December  1, 
1777,  on  a “committee  to  care  for  the  families 
whose  husbands  had  gone  into  the  Continental 
service.”  On  December  14,  1753,  he  married  ! 
Mary,  daughter  of  Cary  and  Martha  (Holly) 
Leeds,  and  they  had  five  children. 

Their  son  Thaddeus,  born  March  18.  1759, 
in  Stamford,  served  gallantly  throughout  the 
Revolution,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  orderly  ser- 
geant. He  was  taken  prisoner  and  confined  in 
New  York,  and  after  being  exchanged  again  en-  , 
listed,  serving  to  the  end  of  the  war.  In  1805  ; 
he  was  chosen  representative  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature, and  served  as  such  for  sixteen  consecu- 
tive years,  during  which  time  he  played  a notable 
part  in  the  setting  off  of  the  eastern  part  of  the 
town  of  Stamford.  It  was  proposed  to  call  it 
Bellville,  after  the  family,  but  he  modestly  de- 
clined the  honor,  and  it  was  left  to  him  to  name 
the  town,  as  there  was  a general  disagreement 
among  the  people.  He  was  on  his  way  back  to 
the  Capital  without  having  decided  what  to  call  1 
it  when  he  met  a friend  just  returned  from  the  , 
Isthmus  of  Darien,  and  on  his  suggestion  the 
present  name  was  adopted.  The  next  year  he 
was  chosen  to  represent  the  new  town  in  the  1 
Legislature,  being  the  first  in  Darien  as  his  an-  j 
cestor  Francis  Bell  had  been  the  first  in  Stam-  } 
ford.  On  May  4,  1780,  Thaddeus  Bell  married  I 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (War-  , 
ing)  How,  and  they  had  six  children.  The  fa-  j 
ther  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-four  years,  j 

Andrew  Bell,  son  of  Thaddeus,  was  born  : 
February  12,  1791,  and  w-as  married  September  ! 
29.  1813,  to  Betsy,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  1 
Mary  (Selleck)  Raymond.  They  had  children  as 
follows:  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  May  3,  1818, 

married  December  24,  1839,  Legrand  Johnson. 
Fannie  Raymond,  born  October  12,  1819,  mar-  \ 
ried,  January  1,  1843.  Alonzo  St.  John.  Maria  i 
Antoinette,  born  March  1,  1822,  married,  March  1 
4,  1847,  Henry  L.  Weed.  Andrew  Jackson  is  | 
mentioned  below’.  Amanda  Malvina,  born  Sep- 
tember 16,  1827,  married.  March — , 1845,  George  | 
C.  Wilson.  Thaddeus  Holly,  born  October  4, 
1832.  Andrew  Bell  was  a school  teacher  in  early  ; 
life.  In  1835  he  became  captain  of  a sloop  1 
called  the  “Mayflower,”  plying  between  Stam-  j 
ford  and  New  Y’ork.  He  died  at  Five  Mile  River,  | 
Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  July  17,  1874. 

The  old  Bell  Bible,  which  has  been  in  the  i 
family  for  nearly  three  centuries,  is  a rare  curi- 
osity, and  was  printed  many  years  before  the 
first  New  England  settlers  came  hither.  Only  I 
part  of  the  Old  Testament  remains,  but  it  is  very  1 


legible  and  clearly  printed,  and  the  book  was 
used  at  the  200th  and  250th  anniversary  celebra- 
tions in  Stamford.  The  following  record  gives 
the  names  of  its  owners  and  the  length  of  time 
each  one  had  it  in  possession: 

Francis  Bell,  before  1640  to  1690;  Jonathan 
Bell,  1690  to  1699;  Abraham  Bell.  1699  to  1744; 
Abraham  Bell,  1744  to  1795;  Mercy  Bell,  1795 
to  1842;  Isaac  Beil,  1842  to  1848;  Abraham 
Bell,  1848  to  1891;  Georgianna  Bell,  1891  to 
present.  The  last  named  is  the  wife  of  John  V. 
Hecker,  of  Noroton,  Connecticut. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  in  the  town  of 
Norwalk,  where  he  attended  school  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  seventeen.  He  then  removed 
to  Stamford  and  learned  the  blacksmith  trade 
with  James  B.  Scofield,  receiving,  as  compensa- 
tion for  each  year’s  work,  only  thirty  dollars. 
Being  too  independent  and  ambitious  to  remain 
in  a subordinate  position,  he  determined  to  begin 
business  for  himself  as  soon  as  he  became  of  age. 
Having  borrowed  fifty  dollars  from  his  father,  he 
put  his  resolution  into  effect,  opening  a black- 
smith shop  in  Stamford,  near  the  bank  of  the 
canal  on  Stage  street,  and  in  the  rear  of  the 
“Stamford  House.”  He  prospered  from  the 
first,  the  stage  line  furnishing  him  a profitable 
custom,  and  at  the  end  of  three  months  he  easily 
repaid  the  money  borrowed.  During  the  first 
year  he  cleared  five  hundred  dollars,  and  having 
formed  a partnership  with  Mr.  Waterbury,  re- 
moved his  business  to  a shop  located  on  the 
present  site  of  the  postoffice.  A year  later  he 
purchased  his  partner’s  interest,  and  for  twelve 
years  continued  the  business  with  uninterrupted 
success,  working  from  sunrise  to  sunset  the  year 
round.  In  looking  over  his  old  ledger  he  now 
finds  but  six  of  his  former  customers  living, 
namely:  Isaac  Wardwell,  Dr.  Chauncey  Ayres, 
Charles  Gaylor,  Joseph  D.  Warren,  Lewis  Weed 
and  Silas  Scofield.  His  first  purchase  of  real 
estate  in  Stamford  was  a house  and  lot  on  Bank 
street,  intended  as  a residence  for  himself,  and 
later  he  bought  land  on  Atlantic  street,  just  north 
of  the  railroad,  for  the  sum  of  $700,  which  he 
sold  a few  weeks  afterward  for  $1,300.  His  next 
investment  was  a lot  on  Summer  street,  where  he 
built  the  house  now  occupied  by  Dr.  P.  P.  Van- 
Vleet.  Finding  the  real-estate  business  both 
congenial  and  profitable,  he  disposed  of  his 
blacksmith  shop  shortly  before  the  war,  and  de- 
voted his  attention  to  this  new  line  of  effort.  He 
is  now  one  of  the  chief  property  owners  of  the 
town,  and  having  laid  out  some  popular  sub-di- 
visions, he  opened  a street  through  his  property 
in  the  center  of  the  city,  called  Bell  street.  At 
one  time  he  owned  the  old  Academy  property,  at 
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the  corner  of  Atlantic  and  Bank  streets,  which 
was  in  litigation  (or  many  years.  When  the  town 
hall  was  built  he  was  the  leading  member  of  the 
building  committee.  Subsequently  he  erected  on 
his  own  account  many  handsome  residences  and 
business  houses,  including  a block  of  stores  called 
Bell  block.  Politically.  Mr.  Bell  is  a Democrat, 
but  not  a strict  partisan  so  far  as  local  issues  are 
concerned.  His  ability  and  public  spirit  are 
highly  appreciated  by  his  fellow-citizens,  and  for 
many  vears  he  has  held  office  as  justice  of  peace 
and  burgess  of  the  borough  of  Stamford.  He 
served  as  chief  of  police,  and  also  as  chief  en- 
gineer of  the  fire  department. 

In  1848  Mr.  Bell  was  married  in  Stamford  to 
Miss  Maria  Louise  Miller,  daughter  of  Mr.  Seth 
Miller,  a well-known  resident  of  that  city.  Of 
the  five  children  of  this  union  the  eldest.  Harry, 
now  cashier  of  The  First  National  Bank  of  Stam- 
ford. married  Olive  Barber,  of  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.. 
and  had — Gertrude,  Andrew  Jackson  and  Arthur. 
(2)  Georgianna  is  the  wife  of  John  V.  Hecker,  of 
Noroton,  Conn.  <31  Frank  died  in  1S8C.  (4; 

Edward  Morgan  (deceased)  married  Jessie  Pol- 
hamus,  of  New  York  City,  and  had  Edward  M. 
(deceased),  Jessie  H.  and  Florence.  (5)  Mary 
Louise  married  (first'!  L.  D.  Griswold. and  (second) 
Mr.  Vincent. 


CYRUS  BEERS  SHERMAN  This  venera- 
ble and  highly  respected  citizen,  who  has 
now  passed  an  honorable  life  of  four-score  years, 
and  is  yet  hale  and  hearty,  was  born  February 
24,  1819,  in  the  borough  of  Newtown,  then  a 
mere  village,  in  the  same  house  he  now  owns 
and  occupies.  He  is  of  the  seventh  generation 
from  Samuel  Sherman,  the  line  of  his  descent 
being  through  Samuel  (2),  Daniel,  Samuel,  Jo- 
tham,  and  Cyrus.  [See  Sherman  genealogy.] 
Cyrus  Sherman,  father  of  our  subject,  also 
born  in  Newtown,  married  Huldah  Matilda  Booth, 
and  children  as  follows  came  to  this  union:  Jo- 
tham,  who  was  a farmer,  is  now  deceased;  Cy- 
rus B..  whose  name  introduces  these  lines;  and 
Mary,  the  widow  of  Elijah  B.  Price.  The  father, 
who’ was  a lifelong  agriculturist,  died  when  our 
subject  was  a small  boy  of  some  six  summers, 
the  mother  passing  away  when  he  was  about 
twenty-one  vears  old 

Cyrus  B.  Sherman  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm.’ and  his  primary  education  was  secured  at 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his 
home,  after  which  he  attended  the  Newtown  Acad- 
emy for  a few  years.  At  the  early  age  of  seven- 
teen he  took  charge  of  the  home  farm,  and  has 
ever  since  had  the  exclusive  management  and 


I control  of  it.  This  fine  property,  located  near 
! the  railroad  station  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  now 
, comprises  some  seventy  acres  of  highly-improved 
I land;  and  its  well-kept  appearance  denotes  the 
; care  and  superior  judgment  of  its  owner. 

On  February  10,  1S47.  Mr.  Sherman  was 
: united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  Beers,  a 
| daughter  of  Lemuel  Beers,  of  Newtown.  In  re- 
I ligious  faith  Mr.  Sherman  is  a lifelong  adherent 
of  the  doctrines  of  the  Episcopal  Church;  in 
politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  originally  an 
equally  zealous  W hig.  Affable  and  courteous  to 
1 all  alike,  he  possesses  the  essential  qualification 
: to  success  in  any  sphere  of  life,  that  of  making 
friends  readily,  and  of  strengthening  the  ties  of 
1 all  friendships,  which  in  his  case  are  of  that  last- 
j ing  nature  that  cease  only  with  the  final  sum- 
1 mons. 


HON.  JAMES  EDMUND  MILLER.  Few 

citizens  of  this  section  are  as  well  known 

throughout  its  limits  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  has  been  for  manv  years  a leading  spirit  in 
i the  varied  activities  of  business,  political  and 
social  lile.  At  present  he  is  serving  as  county 
commissioner,  and  for  two  terms  he  represented 
the  town  of  Redding  in  the  State  Legislature. 
His  business  interests  have  been  largely  con- 
nected with  agriculture  and  stock  raising,  and 
during  the  summer  he  resides  upon  his  farm  in 
Redding,  his  winters  being  spent  at  his  residence 
at  Danbury,  while  he  maintains  an  office  in 
Bridgeport  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  July  28,  1848,  in  the 
town  of  North  Castle,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  comes  of  excellent  ancestry.  Albert  Miller, 
our  subject's  grandfather,  w’as  a farmer  in  West- 
chester county,  where  he  died  in  1821,  at  a com- 
paratively early  age. 

Peter  H.  Miller,  our  subject's  father,  was 
; born  December  23,  1817,  in  the  town  of  Bed- 
1 ford,  Westchester  county,  and  as  he  was  lelt 
: fatherless  when  only  three  or  four  years  old  he 
was  obliged  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  won 
from  boyhood.  He  was  reared  to  farm  work, 
but  as  a boy  he  served  an  apprenticeship  with  a 
carriage  maker  in  South  Salem,  N.  Y-,  and  t is 
business  he  followed  successfully  for  some  years 
in  North  Castle.  In  1853  he  removed  to  the 
town  of  Redding,  this  county,  and  engaged  w 
farming  and  stock  raising,  his  death  occurring 
there  August  2,  1879.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Jones,  a native  of  Ridgefield,  whose  an5fs 
tors  came  from  England  at  an  early  day.  ® 
j father,  Timothy  Jones,  who  was  a well-to- 
farmer  in  Ridgefield,  was  a nephew  of  Lieutenan 
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Jones,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  She  is  still  living, 
and  of  the  three  children  of  the  marriage  all  oc- 
cupy honorable  positions  in  life,  (l)  Rev.  El- 
bert L.  Miller  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Michigan,  and  entered  the  Methodist  ministry 
about  thirty  years  ago,  joining  the  Iowa  Confer- 
ence, and  is  now  a presiding  elder,  with  head- 
quarters at  Davenport.  He  married  Miss  Char- 
lotte I.  Hill,  of  Norwalk,  this  county,  sister  of 
Hon.  E.  J.  Hill,  a member  of  Congress  from 
that  district.  (2)  Jennie  O.  married  John  F. 
Sanford,  a farmer  in  Redding,  and  a brother  of 
ex-Sheriff  Sanford  of  this  county,  and  of  Henry 
Sanford,  of  Bridgeport,  ex-president  of  the  Adams 
Express  Company. 

Our  subject,  who  is  the  youngest  of  this  trio, 
spent  much  of  his  boyhood  at  the  old  farm  in 
Redding.  For  some  time  he  attended  the  local 
schools,  and  later  he  took  a course  in  the 
Greens  Farms  Academy  at  Westport,  graduat- 
ing at  the  age  of  sixteen.  The  next  four  years 
were  devoted  to  helping  his  father  in  the  busi- 
ness of  stock  raising,  and  at  twenty  years  of  age  he 
went  west  on  a prospecting  tour,  spending  about  a 
year  in  Iowa.  The  more  he  saw  of  other  places 
the  more  he  appreciated  the  advantages  of  this 
section,  and  in  the  spring  of  1869  he  returned  to 
Redding  to  resume  the  business  of  stock  raising. 
In  the  fall  of  1872  he  went  to  Bridgeport,  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Adams  Express  Com- 
pany, but.  his  health  failing  he,  in  the  spring  of 
1874,  removed  to  New  Britain  and  engaged  in 
business  as  a dealer  in  hats,  caps,  and  gents’  fur- 
nishing goods,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Broth- 
erton  & Miller.  In  1875  he  sold  his  interest  to 
his  partner  and  returned  to  Redding,  where  he 
remained  until  his  marriage,  October  25,  1876, 
to  Miss  Frances  W.  Coley,  of  Danbury.  He 
and  his  bride  visited  the  Centennial  Exposition, 
and  then  went  to  Iowa  for  the  winter,  and  in  the 
spring  they  made  a trip  to  Texas,  where  Mr. 
Miller  wished  to  make  personal  observations  in 
the  cattle  business.  Leaving  his  wife  at  Gaines- 
ville, Texas,  he  went  through  the  Pan  Handle 
region  with  two  friends,  his  experiences  while 
“ roughing  it  ” being  very  interesting.  Buffalo 
and  other  game  were  plentiful  on  the  plains,  and 
their  journeys  through  the  hills  were  sometimes 
broken  by  deep  falls  of  snow.  The  cowboys 
whom  they  met  treated  them  royally,  and  Mr. 
Miller  speaks  of  them  in  the  highest  terms.  On 
the  way  back  to  Connecticut  he  and  his  wife  vis- 
ited some  Southern  States,  and  for  one  year 
after  their  return  they  resided  in  Danbury,  but 
in  the  spring  of  1879  Mr.  Miller  purchased  a 
homestead  in  Redding,  while  in  1883  and  1889 

he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature.  In  1895  he 
18 


was  nominated  on  the  first  ballot  by  the  Repub- 
licans of  Fairfield  county  for  the  office  of  county 
commissioner,  he  being  considered  pne  of  the 
ablest  workers  in  his  party.  On  September  12, 
1898,  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the  State  Cen- 
tral Committee  for  the  Fifteenth  Senatorial  Dis- 
trict; on  January  23,  1899,  he  was  elected 
county  commissioner  for  a second  term. 

Mr.  Miller  and  his  wife  have  three  children: 
Howard  C.,  now  (1899)  a lad  of  eighteen;  Ed- 
mund J.  and  Francis  B.  Mrs.  Miller  is  popular 
in  Danbury,  where  her  youth  was  spent.  Her 
father,  Wakeman  Coley,  who  died  when  she  was 
two  years  old,  was  a resident  of  Weston,  this 
county,  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Anna  Augusta  Sanford,  was  a member  of  a lead- 
ing family  in  Redding.  Mrs.  Miller  is  a direct 
descendant  of  Joel  Barlow,  poet,  statesman  and 
diplomat,  and  also  a direct  descendant  of  Col. 
Aaron  Barlow,  of  Revolutionary  fame. 


MRS.  M.  A.  MERRILL.  The  president  and 
_ _ proprietor  of  the  Merrill  College,  this 
capable  and  talented  woman  needs  no  introduc- 
tion to  the  leaders  of  this  volume.  By  her  own 
energy  in  and  persistent  devotion  to  her  particu- 
lar line  of  work  she  has  made  for  herself  a worthy 
name  among  educators  everywhere  in  this  sec- 
tion, and  placed  the  institution,  of  which  she  is 
at  the  head,  in  the  foremost  rank  among  those  of 
its  kind.  Mrs.  Merrill's  maiden  name  was  Har- 
riet E.  Mills,  and  she  is  a native  of  Cornwall-on- 
Hudson,  N.  Y.  She  has  for  a number  of  years 
followed  her  present  profession,  having,  prior  to 
her  marriage,  taught  in  private  schools  in  New 
York  City  and  Norwalk,  Conn.  In  1883  she  be- 
came the  wife  of  M.  A.  Merrill,  instructor  in 
classics  in  Dr.  Warring's  Preparatory  School  for 
Boys,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  1 886. 
For  some  time  Mrs.  Merrill  was  the  principal, 
and  had  entire  management  of  a business  school 
in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  in  j 888  she  established 
herself  in  Stamford.  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  open- 
ing a school  of  which  the  Merrill  College  is  the 
outgrowth. 

Mrs.  Merrill's  first  school,  known  as  the  Mer- 
rill Phonographic  Academy,  occupied  one  large 
room  in  the  Ayres  Block,  and  only  two  branches 
of  study — shorthand  and  typewriting  — were 
taught.  Another  room  was  soon  found  neces- 
sary, and  at  the  end  of  the  first  eight  months,  to 
meet  a growing  demand  in  that  direction,  a 
bookkeeping  department  was  added.  With  the 
beginning  of  the  second  year  more  space  was 
secured,  a commercial  department,  suitably 
I equipped,  was  opened  in  the  day  school,  and  the 
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name  was  changed  to  the  Merrill  Business  Col- 
lege. When  the  school  entered  upon  the  third 
year  of  its  career,  two  floors  of  the  building  were 
leased  and  handsome  new  fittings  were  put  in, 
with  facilities  for  the  conducting  of  two  new  de- 
partments— an  English  department  and  one  for 
the  study  of  telegraphy.  Since  then  depart- 
ments for  the  study  of  architecture  and  the  fine 
arts  have  been  added,  and  the  school  is  now 
known  as  the  Merrill  College,  with  Mrs.  Merrill 
as  president  and  sole  owner.  It  is  not  often 
that  even  the  most  industrious  and  enterprising 
are  rewarded  with  such  a degree  of  success  as 
has  come  to  this  lady.  Those  who  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  watching  the  steady  and  rapid 
growth  which  this  school  has  experienced  from 
the  start  are  filled  with  amazement  at  its  present 
attainments  and  capacity.  From  the  date  of  its 
comparatively  humble  beginning  eleven  years 
ago  to  the  present  time  the  history  of  its  expan- 
sion, both  as  to  size  and  usefulness,  is  full  of 
interest.  Each  year  the  facilities  have  broad- 
ened. the  standard  raised,  the  equipment  en- 
larged. and  the  high  rank  of  the  college  among 
kindred  institutions  made  more  and  more  ap- 
parent by  the  patronage  and  commendation  of 
competent  judges. 

In  the  spring  of  1895  Merrill  College  was  re- 
moved to  its  present  home,  a building  planned 
and  erected  expressly  for  its  use,  and  fitted  up 
in  the  most  approved  modern  style,  with  special 
attention  to  the  sanitation,  which  is  perfect 
throughout  The  assembly  hall,  40  x 80  feet  in 
dimensions,  occupies  the  center  of  the  first  floor, 
and  adjoining,  on  the  first  floor,  are  the  college 
and  school  offices,  typewriting  and  reception 
rooms,  main  corridor,  coat  rooms,  etc.  The 
second  floor  is  on  two  sides  indicated  by  gal- 
leries, from  which  may  be  viewed  the  large  audi- 
torium, and  the  entire  front  part  of  this  story  is 
devoted  to  the  English  school,  which  opens  on 
the  north  gallery.  This  department  is  replete 
with  appropriate  furnishings,  and  in  the  char- 
acter  of  its  work  is  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
others.  A library,  reading-room,  studio  and 
lunch-room  open  on  the  east  gallery. 

Merrill  College  is  not  remarkable  only  for  its 
material  improvement.  It  has  gained  a wonder- 
ful  reputation  for  the  many  able  students  gradu- 
ated and  the  great  number  who  through  its  in- 
fluence, especially  in  New  York  City,  have  been 
placed  in  good  positions  in  business  houses,  it 
having  been  said,  and  truthfully,  that  this  school 

mofi!ahln,net?  ^ Cent  °(  ,he  graduates  with 

taueht  in  d?ffP  0-V"le,nt'  The  general  courses  are 
taught  in  different  departments,  viz. : The  de- 

partment of  Commerce,  department  of  Short- 


hand and  Typewriting,  department  of  English, 
department  of  Art,  department  of  Architecture 
and  department  of  Telegraphy.  Evening  school 
is  held  pn  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays. 
The  instructors  are  all  carefully  chosen,  and  have 
the  personal  as  well  as  intellectual  interests  of 
the  students  at  heart,  tolerating  none  whose 
intention  is  not  work,  and  giving  encourage- 
ment and  help  in  every  possible  way,  their  aim 
being  to  make  the  graduates  useful  and  success- 
ful men  and  women,  as  far  as  practical.  The 
influence  cannot  be  otherwise  than  refining  and 
stimulating  to  all  the  better  faculties,  and,  localiv, 
the  school  is  regarded  as  adding  considerably  to 
Stamford's  standing  as  an  educational  center. 
Unique  in  its  methods,  and  devoted  entirely  to 
the  preparation  of  young  men  and  women  for 
practical,  wage-earning  work  in  the  commercial 
and  manufacturing  world,  it  occupies  a field 
peculiar  to  itself,  and  one  of  no  inconsiderable 
importance  and  value  in  the  economy  of  modern 
business.  Its  prestige  throughout  New  England 
is  a source  of  pride  to  the  citizens  of  Stamford, 
and  its  benefits  are  fully  recognized  and  ap- 
preciated in  that  and  the  neighboring  towns, 
where  it  draws  its  support,  as  w'ell  as  by  the  busi- 
ness public  of  New  York  and  other  cities  where 
graduates  are  employed. 


QiEORGE  MORGAN.  For  several  genera- 

f tions  the  Morgan  family  has  been  identified 
with  this  county,  aijd  the  name  has  always  been 
associated  with  industry,  thrift  and  intelligence. 
The  subject  of  this  biography,  a prominent  citi- 
zen of  Bethel,  was  born  in  Wolf  Pits  District, 
in  the  same  town,  April  29,  1828,  the  son  of 
Eli  Morgan  and  grandson  of  Abijah  Morgan, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  this  county. 

Abijah  Morgan  was  born  in  the  town  of  Red- 
ding, where  he  spent  his  boyhood,  but  he  after- 
ward located  in  Bethel  and  for  many  years  fol- 
lowed the  cooper’s  trade  there  successfully.  He 
was  an  excellent  citizen,  and  was  a regular  at- 
tendant of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Redding- 
The  family  is  noted  for  longevity,  and  he  attained 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Molly  Williams, 
was  a native  of  the  town  of  Bethel.  Four  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Eli,  our  subject's 

father;  Sally,  who  married  Lodovick  Dart,  of  Red- 
ding, and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-three, 
Melinda  (deceased),  formerly  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Hickok,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ; and  Edson, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight. 

Eli  Morgan,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  August  n,  1791,  in  Wolf  Pits  District. 
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of  the  town  of  Bethel,  and  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  that  locality.  He  learned 
the  hatter's  trade  with  Joseph  Hitchcock,  of 
Plum  Trees  District,  town  of  Bethel,  and  later 
engaged  in  hat  manufacturing:  in  his  own  district 
continuing  until  1855,  when  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming.  ]n  religious  work  he  was  active 
“ * membe,r  of  ,he  Episcopal  Church,  and  his 
sterling  qua hties  of  character  won  for  him  the 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  June  25 
18/6,  in  his  eighty-fifth  year.  His  wife,  Fannie 
Burr  t°  whom  he  was  married  in  Redding  on 
Oct oher  2 , 1816,  was  a daughter  of  David  Burr 
and  granddaughter  of  Moses  Burr,  both  well 
known  residents  of  Weston,  this  county  e5 

lived F to  W7  ^ 01  ,his  a»  of  whom 

bed  o maturity:  (,)  Lorenzo,  born  Novem 

iL  L h ';  Star‘ed  10  California  by  sea  in 

SepLber  2 .Tio  6 VOy“ge-  • (2>  Maria-  born 
loriah  H hLm  9’  mamed  in  ,g46  to 

=9.  .8,9. 

255  ? ET'Vi-  °I  Danburr. 

,0,  4’  (3)  Caroline,  born  November 

1821,  married  Russell  Hnvt  «r  n u 
now  deceased  • >,  i ^ °Jt>  of  Danbury, 

Crande  a resident  childre"-Ee- 

-ceased;  Julia  whn  S';  ,L?U1S;  George.  de- 

Stepnev  thf.  h marned  L°uis  Wakely,  of 
3'  this  county ; Russell.  a M.-V  ° 


moved  to  his  present  home  in  Bethel.  Mr.  Mor- 
gan  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at 
Bethel,  and  his  sympathies  are  always  on  the 
side  of  progress,  any  movement  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community  receiving  his  endorsement. 


Bro^1NV0anti;TRUSSe11’  3 resident’  of 

EntelinVborn  Apri?  ,8  ir/0’ °f  ^ <«) 

William  K.  Banks  of  v l82f,’  ls,-the  wldow  of 
two  children— Emm f ^‘walk,  Conn.,  and  has 

'ate  Reuben  Tavlnr  oL  u’  8a6,  marned  the 
R-  (6)  George ^nr  ^ has.one  so°.  Reuben 
fully  below  (-)  pj  f^1,  IS  mentioned  more 

“s,,  nHM‘,ch  ts.  ,8«' 

Searls,  and  has  onp  j • ' , married  Miss 
William,  born  March  daUBgh‘er’  Ftances.  (8) 
During  his  bovho^'  '838’  resides  in  Bethel. 
d,strict  schoolsnear^is0^  SUbjeCt  attended  ‘he 
B°me  branches  of  the  ha„  3"d  also  learned 
her's  direction  Later  h 3 Under  hiS  fa' 
Mrn  the  details  in,  u Went  t0  Danbury  to 
McKenzie  & Roe  a d f*hat  manufacturing  with 
bis  attention  to  that  v 1849  t0  ,86'  he  gave 
moved  to  New  York  r ' * °f  WOrk'  He  then  re- 
!or  a time.  In  the 1? *y  3nd  followed  his  trade 
Ke*  Britain,  coj®  SP"hng  °[  i865  he  located  at 
"ntl1  '870.  His  next  e ? he  derked  in  a hotel 
?D  in  a hat  sLi  ‘ v ' pl°yment  was  as  a fore- 

0 K,dr?k'  N'  j"  »d  from 
"krned  ‘0  Bethel  anH  ^'  In  l879  he  re- 
fcb  he  was  born,  havh^  aSjd  the  farm  upon 
e healthful  callin'^  ( 8 decided  to  engage  in 

tinned  until  89?  3"d 

9 ' hen  he  soId  the  farm  and 


TjpREDERICK  C.  TAYLOR,  present  judge 
A of  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  district  of 
btamford,  Fairfield  county,  stands  foremost 
among  the  younger  men  of  this  section  who  have 
made  a mark  for  themselves.  He  is  a native  of 
Stamford  born  November  3.  1866,  and  is  a son 
of  Henry  F.  Taylor. 

Henry  F.  Taylor  was  born  in  the  town  of 
West  port,  Fairfield  county,  Conn.  John  W. 
Taylor,  his  father,  was  prominent  there  in  his 
day,  carried  on  a drug  and  stationery  business, 
and  was  town  clerk  for  thirty-two  years.  Henry 
F.  Taylor,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Westport,  Fairfield  county,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a good  education. 
During  the  principal  part  of  his  business  life  he 
was  engaged  on  “Scribner's  Magazine,”  and, 
later  on,  “The  Churchman,”  holding  the  posi- 
tion of  advertising  editor.  In  October.  1863,  he 
was  married  in  Stamford  to  Mary  E.  Clark,  and 
is  now  living  retired  in  that  town.  His  family 
consisted  of  children,  as  follows:  Emily  L.,  Fred- 
erick C.,  Francis  G.  and  Sarah  H. 

The  elder  son  in  this  family,  Frederick  C. 
Taylor,  received  his  preliminary  education  in 
Stamford,  attending  the  common  and  high  schools 
of  that  town.  In  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  he  entered  the  employ  of  The  Continental 
Insurance  Company,  in  New  York  City,  continu- 
ing in  its  service  some  five  years,  and  in  1888 
embarked  in  the  insurance  brokerage  business  in 
New  York,  on  his  own  account.  Two  years  later 
he  came  to  Stamford,  and  in  partnership  with  R. 

J.  Bishop,  under  the  firm  name  of  Bishop  & Tay- 
lor, engaged  in  the  real-estate  business,  in  which 
he  was  interested  for  several  years.  Meantime, 
in  1893,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law,  and  in 
1894  entering  the  law  school  of  Yale  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1896.  His  con- 
nection with  the  real-estate  business  was  severed 
after  his  graduation,  and  in  February  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  formed  a law  partnership  with 
James  S.  Jenkins,  the  firm  name  being  Taylor  & 
Jenkins.  In  November  of  the  same  year,  he  was 
elected  on  the  Republican  ticket,  to  the  office  of 
Judge  of  Probate,  for  the  District  of  Stamford, 
Fairfield  county. 

In  1892  Mr.  Taylor  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  H.  Tilley,  daughter  of  George  H. 
Tilley,  who  resides  in  the  town  of  Darien,  and  is 
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secretary  and  treasurer  o(  the  Southern  Express 
Company.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Harriet  Dorothy.  December  4.  >«94.  and 
Frederick  Heath,  September  15.  1896. 

Judge  Taylor  has  always  taken  a lively  interest  1 
in  social  organizations.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Suburban  Club  of  Stamford,  the  Graduates  Club 
of  New  Haven,  the  Phi  Delta  Phi  fraternity,  and 
the  Yale  Club  of  New  York.  While  at  New 
Haven  he  was  chairman  of  the  editorial  board  of 
the  “Yale  Law  Journal.’ 


JfAMESW.  GORDON,  M.  D.  The  Gordon 
family  has  held  a prominent  place  in  Scot- 
tish history,  and  the  branch  to  which  this 
well-known  physician  belongs  has  been  identified 
with  the  city  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  for  many  gen- 
erations. 

Dr.  Alexander  Gordon,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  a native  of  that  city,  and  although  he 
served  as  a surgeon  in  the  English  army  previ- 
ous to  his  marriage,  he  afterward  engaged  suc- 
cessfully in  general  practice  there,  and  at  one 
time  he  owned  two  apothecary  shops  in  the  city. 

A tinge  of  romance  surrounds  his  marriage,  as 
his  wife,  Elizabeth  Hellen  Gordon,  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  branch  of  the  family  while  he 
was  a Protestant  in  religious  faith,  and  the  oppo- 
sition of  the  lady's  brothers,  John  W.,  George 
and  Charles,  formed  for  a time  a serious  obsta- 
cle to  the,  jUnion.  About  1848  he  came  to 
America/ leaving  his  wife  and  children  in  Glas- 
gow, and  for  five  years  he  was  not  heard  from. 
Hoping  to  gain  some  knowledge  of  him,  his  wife 
disposed  of  their  property  and  followed  him  to 
this  country,  with  five  of  their  six  children,  the 
eldest  son  remaining  in  Madrid,  where  he  was  at- 
tending college  at  the  time.  After  a short  period 
they  located  in  this  county,  in  what  is  now 
known  as  South  Center  District,  of  the  town 
of  Newtown,  where  the  wife  and  mother  died  in 
1853.  Of  the  six  children,  John,  the  eldest,  our 
subject's  father,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below. 
William  married  Margaret  Egan,  and  made  his 
home  at  Newtown,  Conn.;  James  enlisted  when 
eighteen  years  old  in  the  Union  army,  and  met  a 
soldier’s  death  at  Gettysburg,  July  3,  1863. 
Georgianna  married  John  Ennis,  of  Ansonia; 
Elizabeth  married  Edward  Eagan,  of  Newtown; 
and  Ina  married  William  Baum,  of  New  Haven, 
Connecticut. 

John  Gordon,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
bprn  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  1832,  and  was 
carefully  educated,  having  the  advantage  of  studv 
in  several  noted  European  schools.  In  1851  he 
followed  the  family  to  America,  but  as  he  did 


not  know  where  any  of  them  were  to  be  found,  he 
was  in  sore  perplexity  for  a time.  On  landing  in 
New  York  City  he  called  upon  James  Gordon 
Bennett,  who  had  been  a friend  and  college 
chum  at  Paris;  but  his  reception  was  not  as 
cordial  as  he  had  expected.  He  then  turned  his 
attention  to  the  search  for  his  family,  and  finally 
found  them  at  Newtown,  where  he  remained 
some  eight  months.  He  then  joined  the  regular 
army,  and  from  1852  to  1857  served  as  a scout 
on  the  frontier.  On  his  return  to  the  East  he 
learned  of  his  mother’s  death,  and  after  a three- 
months’  sojourn  he  went  South.  At  one  time 
while  in  Texas  he  found  himself  penniless,  but 
securing  a position  as  a cattle  drover  he  worked 
his  way  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  entered  the 
ordnance  corps  at  the  arsenal.  Being  an  accom- 
plished linguist,  speaking  German,  French  and 
Spanish  as  well  as  English,  he  was  appointed,  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  to  the  charge  ol 
I all  equipment  issued  from  the  department  a • 

I Louis  to  the  department  of  the  Southwest  and 
1 the  forces  under  Generals  Grant  and  Sherma  , 

1 which  position  he  held  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

| with  the  rank  of  sergeant.  When  peace  wa*  r®‘ 

1 stored  he  took  charge  of  girls  numbering  a 0 
i two  hundred,  whose  duties  were  to  remove 
I powder  and  balls  from  millions  of  cartridges, 

! he  continued  this  work  until  his  death,  w ic 
I occurred  January  4,  1867.  In  1861,  w 1 e 
| siding  in  St.  Louis,  he  came  East  and  mameO 
; Miss  Margaret  Colgan,  a native  of  Westmeatn, 
Ireland,  whose  father,  James  Colgan,  wa 
I teacher  in  the  national  school  there,  and 
I died  in  the  year  1863  at  Newtown,  Connecticut 
Our  subject,  who  was  the  only  child  o 
marriage,  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Decern  er  ’ 
1862.  After  his  father's  death  his  mo 
| brought  him  to  Newtown,  arriving  in  ug  > 

; 1868,  and  from  his  sixth  to  his  sixteenth  yea 
attended  the  public  schools  of  that  tow”‘  " , 

meantime  his  mother  married  a second  hus  > 
Joseph  Lavery,  boss  machinist  in  the  ru  er 
torv.  In  the  fall  of  1877  Doctor  Gordon  en 
St.  Charles  College,  at  Ellicott  City,  Md., 
Baltimore,  and  after  completing  a t‘U'ee'^ _,  n>s 
course  there  he  pursued  his  studies  at  St.  J 
i College  at  Fordham,  N.  Y.,  where  he  rece>v 
I the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  1885.  He  then  hega  , 
preparation  for  the  medical  profession  1 
1 office  of  Dr.  Robert  Hubbard,  of  Bridgepor  , 
i county,  and  in  October,  1885.  he  entere 
medical  department  of  the  University  0 
I York,  where  he  attended  lectures  for  three  ^ 
ters,  his  vacations  being  spent  in  study  wi 
| tor  Hubbard.  In  1888,  after  securing  the  oeg 
I of  M.  D.,  he  took  the  civil  .service  exami 
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lor  a position  on  the  staff  of  physicians  attached 
to  the  asylums  of  New  York  City,  and,  the  result 
being  satisfactory,  he  obtained  the  coveted  post, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  first  assistant.  The  work  afforded 
most  valuable  opportunities  for  gaining  pro- 
fessional knowledge  and  skill,  and  after  two 
years  and  a half  he  resigned  to  engage  in  private 
practice  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  remained  about 
four  years.  As  might  be  expected  in  the  case  of 
one  of  his  attainments,  he  met  with  success  from 
the  start,  and  during  his  stay  there  he  served  as 
physician  to  the  county  jail  for  two  years,  and 
as  one  of  the  staff  of  the  Emergency  Hospital  for 
'h,ree  ,yecars  J 0"  July  i5,  1 895.  he  opened  an 
omcem  Sandy  Hook,  where  he  speedilv  built  up 
? Iarge  f d lucrative  practice.  While'  his  pro- 
fessional work  occupies  his  time  to  the  exclusion 
ot  other  interests,  he  is  in  sympathy  with  all  pro- 
gressive movements  in  his  locality,  and  although 
he  is  not  an  office  seeker  he  wields  much  influence 

Danv  Ul  HWKy  35  * member  of  the  Democratic 
v 6 ^aS  serve^  on  the  board  of  education 
lir°W?cC°nn-  and  he  is  one  °f ‘he  leading 
townberS  0 St'  20Se’S  Catholic  Church  at  New- 
Mediral  T - Xiongs  to  the  Bridgeport 

Society  an?/u'Vhe  Fairfie,d  County  Medical 
ty.  and  the  State  Medical  Society. 

*0  MiL  1 D0Ct0'  Cordon  was  married 

Jene  Ldmln/r  fman"’  third  dau*hter  of  Dr. 
ana.iv  o r,  dTelgrr,a"n’  °f  Ontario, 

CovernmenMr,  rny'aWh°  wassent  by the  German 
fating  to  a spiTi  Canada  10  attend  to  matters.re- 
side  Mrs  Gm-rf1116111  t^lere'  Cn  the  maternal 
Johan  lacoh  1 ^ j-  a 6reat-granddaughter  of 
«ar  in  German  ,ard1,  wh°  served  as  minister  of 
Poleon  One  / of  Louis  Na- 


T Thom'if  illi11  D A,ND  Hls  Descendants. 
i634,  and  settled  at  Ca mh  T in  ,633  or 

lot  of  lour  acres  ^m.b™Jge.  Mass’  His  home 
,hat  Part  of  CamS  d 'n  AUgUSt’  ,634.  was  in 
onthenorthe^id'dg(e,L.Caied  the  “West  End,” 

He  huilt  a house  uDon'ih^'P^ toWatert0wn' 
a mong  those  who  P ” thls  ot:  His  name  was 

the  meadow  ground^A  ,0  receive  their  portion  of 
‘he  hat  of  those  whn  hlUSt  1°’  ,635’  and  alsoin 
Cambridge  in  F„k  ad  3 bouse  or  houses  in 

He  was  admitted 
amoved  to  S;°nyHMay25'.  l636'  ln  Ifi36. 
Jhat  he  was  one  of  ,u',and  11  IS  not  lmprobable 
hundred  men,  women  ^ “"P*"?-  of  about  a 

r°m  Cambridge  on  th^  fhl  d^en’  who  departed 
g on  the  last  day  of  May,  1636, 


and  traveled  through  the  wilderness  to  the  Con- 
necticut river,  His  house  lot  at  Hartford  is  thus 
described  in  the  records:  -‘One  parcel  of  land  on 
which  his  dwelling  house  now  standeth,  with 
other  outhouses,  yards  and  gardens  thereon  be- 
ing, containing  by  estimation  two  acres,  more  or 
less.  Abutting  on  the  highway  leading  from  Will- 
iam Gibbons’s  to  the  ox  pasture  on  the  east,  on 
James  Cole's  land  on  the  south,  on  the  highway 
leading  from  John  Moody’s  towards  Wethersfield 
on  the  west,  and  on  Mr.  Willys’s  land  on  the 
north.”  Thomas  Judd’s  house  lot  was  on  the 
south  side  of  Willys’s  home  lot,  which  is  distin- 
guished by  the  Charter  Oak,  and  both  lots  ex- 
tended westward  to  the  highway  leading  to  Weth- 
ersfield. 

Thomas  Judd  was  one  of  the  first  proprietors 
and  settlers  of  Farmington.  The  year  in  which 
he  removed  from  Hartford  is  not  known,  but  it 
was  apparently  about  1644.  His  home  lot  was 
the  third  lot  from  the  north  end  of  the  main 
street,  on  both  sides  of  the  street,  and  extended 
westward  to  the  Farmington  river.  He  was  a 
substantial  farmer  and  an  influential  man.  Farm- 
ington first  sent  deputies,  viz.,  Stephen  Hart  and 
Thomas  Judd,  to  the  General  Court  in  May,  164;. 
Thomas  Judd  was  subsequently  a deputy  at  the 
May  session,  1648;  May,  1649:  September,  1650; 
September,  165 1 ; February,  1657; October,  1658; 
October,  1659;  May  and  October.  1661,  1662, 
1663;  May,  1666;  October,  1668;  October,  1670; 
May  and  October,  1677;  May,  1678;  and  Octo- 
ber, 1679. 

The  wife  of  Thomas  Judd  died  in  Farming- 
ton,  perhaps  about  1678;  her  death  is  not  re- 
corded. Thomas  Mason,  of  North  Hampton,  died 
in  1678,  leaving  a widow  (Clemence)  with  a good 
estate,  and  no  children.  On  December  2,  1679, 
Thomas  Judd  married  Widow  Clemence  Mason, 
and  he  resided  with  her  in  North  Hampton  most 
of  the  time  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Her 
homestead  was  on  the  east  side  of  Pleasant  street, 
the  front  extending  from  two  or  three  rods  below 
the  great  elm  down  to  Hawley  street,  and  she 
owned  about  forty  acres  of  meadow  land.  Thomas 
Judd  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of  North  Hamp- 
ton in  1682.  His  youngest  son,  Samuel,  came 
to  North  Hampton  and  lived  with  his  father,  and 
after  his  decease  took  care  of  his  widow,  Clem- 
ence, and  she  gave  to  him  her  estate. 

Thomas  Judd  was  a member  of  the  Church 
under  the  care  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  and  Rev. 
Samuel  Stone,  both  at  Cambridge  and  Hartford, 
and  his  connection  with  the  Hartford  Church  con- 
tinued until  a Church  was  gathered  at  Farming- 
ton,  October  13,  1652.  Some  of  his  children 
were  carried  from  Farmington  to  Hartford  to  be 
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baptized.  He  was  one  of  the  seven  pillars  of  the 
Church  at  Farmington  at  its  organization,  and 
his  wife  united  in  November,  1652.  The  first 
pastor  was  Rev.  Roger  Newton.  1652,  and  the 
second  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker,  1661.  Stephen 
Hart  was  the  first  deacon,  and  Thomas  Judd  the 
the  second.  In  what  year  the  latter  was  chosen 
deacon  is  uncertain.  He  is  styled  “deacon  in 
the  Connecticut  Colony  record,  in  1668  and 
after,  and  he  bore  the  same  title  in  North  Hamp- 
ton. Deacon  Thomas  Judd  died  November  12, 
1688.  His  death  is  not  in  the  North  Hampton 
record,  but  it  was  registered  by  the  county  clerk 
at  Springfield.  His  age  must  have  been  about 
eighty,  perhaps  above.  His  second  wife,  Clem- 
ence,  died  November  22,  1696.  He  was  prob- 
ably married  before  he  came  from  England,  but 
neither  the  family  name  nor  the  Christian  name 
of  his  first  wife  has  been  found.  He  settled  his 
estate  by  deeds,  and  not  by  will.  Several  of  his 
deeds  to  his  children  are  dated  in  1683,  1684  and 
1685. 

Deacon  Thomas  Judd  was  one  of  the  eighty- 
four  proprietors  of  Farmington  among  whom  the 
lands  of  that  extensive  township,  now  embracing 
five  or  six  townships,  were  to  be  divided,  accord- 
ing to  an  agreement  made  January  8,  1673. 
Many  divisions  were  made  after  his  decease,  and 
administrators  on  his  estate  were  appointed  once 
or  twice  after  1708.  Large  tracts  of  his  land 
were  distributed  to  his  children  and  grandchildren 
at  several  times  between  1708  and  1730.  Five 
of  his  sons  were  also  among  the  eighty-four  pro- 
prietors. Samuel  was  not  of  age  in  1673,  and  not 
a proprietor.  In  March,  1662,  the  General  Court 
granted  to  Thomas  Judd,  probably  for  some  pub- 
lic service,  200  acres  of  land,  which  were  located, 
and  called  Judd’s  Farm,  but  some  years  after  the 
land  was  found  to  be  within  the  bounds  of  Wal- 
lingford and  was  given  up,  an  equivalent  being 
taken  elsewhere. 

11.  Thomas  Judd  had  nine  children,  viz.,  six 
sons  and  three  daughters.  No  record  of  their 
birth  can  now  be  found,  but  from  records  at  Hart- 
ford and  Farmington  the  order  of  birth  is  ascer- 
tained, excepting  in  regard  to  the  two  oldest,  and 
some  knowledge  is  obtained  in  regard  to  the  years 
in  which  they  were  born,  though  not  so  exact  as 
is  desirable.  When  Thomas  Judd  died  he  had  a 
large  number  of  grandchildren,  each  of  his  sons 
anddaughters  havinghad  children,  (i'i  Elizabeth, 
(2)  William,  both  born  from  1633  to  1636  (it  is 
not  known  which  was  the  eldest);  (3)  Thomas, 
born  about  1638;  (4)  John,  born  about  1640 
(called  thirty-six  years  of  age  in  1676);  (51  Ben- 
jamin. born  about  1642;  (6)  Mary,  born  about 
*644 , (7)  Ruth,  born  in  1647*  baptized  February 


7,  1647;  (8)  Philip,  born  in  1649,  baptized 
September  2,  1649;  and  (9;  Samuel,  born  about 
1651  or  1653.  Waterbury,  called  by  the  Indians 
Mattatuck,  began  to  be  settled  by  families  from 
Farmington  about  1677.  Among  the  early  set- 
tlers were  Thomas  Judd  and  Philip  Judd,  sons 
of  Deacon  Thomas  Judd:  and,  a few  years  later, 
Thomas  Judd,  son  of  William  Judd.  Four  of  the 
sons  of  Thomas  Judd,  contemplating  a removal 
to  Mattatuck,  and  being  members  of  the  Church, 
desired  the  advice  of  their  brethren  in  the  Church. 
The  following  counsel  was  given,  and  is  recorded 
in  the  Church  records  of  Farmington: 

The  church,  having  considered  the  desire  of  their  breth- 
eren,  William,  Thomas,  John  and  Benjamin  Judd;  as  also 
John  Stanley,  Jr., touching  their  removal  from  us  to  Mattatuck, 
agreed  as  follows:—  , .. 

1.  In  general— that  considering  the  divers  difficulties 
and  inconveniences  that  attend  the  place  toward  which  they 
are  looking,  and  how  harardable  it  may  be  (for  aught  tha 
appeareth),  that  the  house  and  ordinances  of  Christ  may  not 
(lor  a large  lime  at  least)  be  settled  among  them-the  church 
doth  advise  the  bretheren  to  be  wary  of  engaging  iar,  until 
some  comfortable  hope  appear  of  being  suited  lor  the  in- 
ward man  in  the  great  things  fore  mentioned. 

2.  Particularly — to  our  brother  William  Judd,  that  1 
having  pleased  God  to  deal  so  bountifully  with  him,  that  not 
many  of  the  bretheren  with  us  have  so  large  accommodations 
as  himself,  vet  see  not  his  call  to  remove  on  the  account  01 
straightness  for  outward  subsistance,  and  therefore  l ounse 
him,  if  it  mav  be  with  satisfaction  to  his  spirit,  to  continue 
his  abode  with  us,  hoping  God  will  bless  him  in  sodomg. 

3.  To  the  rest— though  we  know  not  how  much  thej 

be  bettered  as  to  land,  all  things  considered  bv  their  re 
moval,  especially  John  and  Benjamin  Judd,  and  tb 
cannot  much  encourage;  yet  if  the  bent  of  their  sp 
strong  for  going,  ana  the  advice  aforegiven,  ® the 

worship  of  God  be  taken,  we  shall  not  trouble,  but  sa>,~me 
will.of  the  Lord  be  done. 

The  record  is  without  date.  The  advice  was 
probably  sought  and  given  between  (677  an 
1680.  William,  John  and  Benjamin  did  not 
remove,  but  lived  and  died  in  Farmington. 
Philip  did  not  ask  counsel  with  the  others,  u 
he  was  not  a member  of  the  Church  till  1 '• 

William  Judd  was  admitted  freeman  May,  1 5 < 
Thomas,  Jr.,  and  John,  May,  1664;  Benjamin 
before  1669;  and  Philip,  May,  1677.  Sa™ue 
was  made  a freeman  in  Massachusetts,  It  a>> 
1684.  _, 

III.  Philip  Judd,  fifth  son  of  Deacon  Thomas 
Judd,  married  Hannah  Loomis,  daughter^ 
Thomas  Loomis,  of  Windsor,  by  his  first 
(The  second  wife  of  Thomas  Loomis  was 
Judd's  sister  Mary).  Philip  Judd  reside 
Farmington  until  a few  years  before  h's  dea  j 
removing  thence  to  Waterbury,  where  he  1 
in  1689,  probably  in  October.  The  inventory 
his  estate.  329  pounds — consisting  of  proper  y 
Waterbury,  237  pounds,  and  land  in  ^arm!gQ 
ton,  92  pounds — was  taken  November  2,  1 9 

1 and  presented  to  the  court  at  Hartford,  1 °'e, 

I ber  11.  The  widow  was  administratrix,  bu 


wife. 
Philip 
at 
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seems  to  have  been  married  again  before  1691, 
to  some  person  whose  name  does  not  appear; 
and  Ens.  Thomas  Judd  and  Thomas  Judd,  the 
smith,  were  appointed  administrators,  and  to  take 
care  of  the  children,  March,  1691.  The  estate 
was  much  in  debt,  and  considerable  was  expend- 
ed (or  the  children.  Deacon  Thomas  Judd  report- 
ed, November  5,  1703,  that  the  debts  had 
amounted  to  139  pounds,  and  other  expenses 
and  losses  to  46  pounds,  leaving  144  pounds  to 
be  divided.  The  names  and  ages  of  the  children 
are  recorded  in  the  probate  office,  1689,  being 
returned  with  the  inventory;  and  the  baptisms 
are  in  the  Farmington  Church  record.  The  bap- 
tism of  the  youngest  child  was  delayed;  probably 
the  mother  was  not  a Church  member  when  her 
husband  died.  We  give  the  Church  and  probate 
records  the  latter  recording  the  ages:  (3)  Philip, 
aptized  March  13,  1681  (eight  vears  old);  (4) 
Ih°,mas,'  baptized  May  27,  1683 ; (5)  Hannah, 
bap  ized  October  19,  1684  (five  years  old);  (6) 
William,  baptised  July  3,  1687  (two  years  old); 
(/)  Benjamin,  baptized  May  4,  1690  (three 
rnonths  oid).  Of  these,  Thomas  died  young! 

™h  mamed  Thomas  Hoyt,  of  Danbury,  and 
had  nine  or  ten  children.  3 

w 'V,  Phil,'P  Judd.  first  son  of  Philip  Judd,  of 
Bethel  Ynd  t!]at  part  of  Danbury  called 
tween  ^ Td  e,f?h,y  years  or  more-  be" 
Lvdia  wprp3nd  ’Z65'  He^nd  b>s  second  wife, 
So  Th  t rlmblrS  01  ,he  Church  in  BetheI  i" 

ized  in  J5?  Z h dT  l°  haV6  bee"  °rSan- 

E.  Tavlnr  tG  k!  l dL  three  sons’  and  Deacon 
sell  Judd  Esnght  reiad  five  daughters.  Rus- 

daughter’  Rpk'’  °f  knew  of  only  one 

Tho!na!  V^ebeCCa-  , Chi]dren:  (8)  Philip,  (9) 

Deacon  TaylorSoS'Eh^  Hannah  (named  by 

sell  Judd).  y ’ ^ Rebecca  (named  by  Rus- 
burSnSK,JUdd-  S°n  °f  Phi!iP  Judd,  of  Dan- 

« HannfhSlc^r6^^3^*!, Har-fabij^napP 

were  members  ( and  his  wife  Hannah 
sons,  ™ ,Z°l!he  Church-  1 He  had  six 
born  about  enezerand  (36)  Samuel,  twins, 
about  iy4e-  /^rv3!441  and  (37)  Comfort,  born 
Were  Tories’ inthP^prneSiand  (39)  Jonathan,  who  , 
on  Long  bid  Re;°iut,on,  joined  the  British  1 
Liijah,  born  June  fg!  j - Jt.d  without  «e;  (40)! 

Bethd’,  LTtwinUbdd'hSOn  °f  SamUel  Judd>  of  | 

Lucy  HawfeJ Tifr  °f  Eb™ezur,  married  | 
L‘69  This'wife  °"f  Z°n’  Benjamin-  b°m  1 
He  i'ved  some  he  mamed  a second.  ' 

t0  have  died  there  Cornwa11-  and  is  believed  j 

Jr-.  of  Bett"1"-.^  SOn  of  Samuel  Judd, 


| Bethel,  June  13,  1790.  She  died  April  15,  1819, 
j and  he  married  Elizabeth  Sturdevant,  April  30, 
1820.  He  died  March  6,  1826,  aged  fifty-seven! 
His  widow  is  living.  Children  by  first  wife: 
(138)  Samuel,  born  November  2,  1790;  (139) 
Lucy,  born  December  15,  1792  (married  Abel 
Crofut);  (140)  Polly,  born  August  15,  1795  (mar- 
ried Stephen  Adams);  (141)  Hawley,  bom  Sep- 
tember 13,  1797;  (142)  Hiram,  born  May  14, 
1803.  By  second  wife:  (143)  George  B.,  born 
January  24,  1821. 

VIII.  Hawley  Judd,  son  of  Benjamin  Judd, 
of  Bethel,  married  Eleanor  Adams,  of  Redding, 
December  31,1818.  He  removed  to  Pembroke, 
N.  Y.,  and  thence  to  Michigan.  His  first  wife 
died,  and  he  married  a second.  His  children 
were  all  born  in  Bethel,  as  follows:  (233)  Betsey, 
March  29,  1819  (married  1838);  (234)  Grant, 
June  29,  1821;  (235)  Hiram  Benjamin,  April  3, 
1823;  (236)  Harrison,  June  2,  1825;  (237)  Henry, 
July  20,  1827;  (238)  Amelia,  February  22,  1831; 
(239)  Frank,  December  18,  1833;  (240)  Mary, 
January  28,  1839;  (241)  Edgar,  March  10,  1841. 

IX.  Hiram  Benjamin  Judd,  second  son  of 
Hawley  Judd,  of  Bethel,  married  Polly  Maria 
Williams,  October  21,  1846.  She  died  April  7, 
1858.  He  married  for  his  second  wife  Martha 
E.  Butler,  of  Danbury,  April  24,  1859.  Chil- 
dren by  first  marriage;  Harrison  Hawley,  born 
July  2,  1849;  Franklin  Williams,  born  April  16, 
1851  (died  August  12,  1851);  Ina  Amelia,  born 
March  16,  1853.  Children  by  second  marriage: 
Herbert  Newton,  born  February  17,  1865.  Hiram 
Benjamin  Judd  died  at  Bethel,  May  6,  1872. 
His  eldest  son,  Harrison  Hawley  Judd,  married 
Esther  M.  Saunders,  of  Edgerton,  Wis.,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1877;  he  died  December  9,  1889.  Ina 
Amelia  Judd  married  Henry  Mansfield,  of  Bethel, 
May  22,  1873. 

X.  Herbert  Newtonjudd,  third  son  of  Hiram 
Benjamin  Judd,  married  Jennie  May  Alexander, 
daughter  of  Thomas  T.  Alexander,  of  Danbury, 
November  27,  1888.  Children:  Charles  Alex- 
ander, born  September  21,  1890;  and  Harrison 
Hirain,  born  September  7,  1892,  died  December 
26,  1894. 


— “■■■  “VI  UUU, 

'named  Zilpha  Williams,  of 


CHARLES  NAPOLEON  RUGGLES.  a well- 
known  citizen  of  Bridgeport,  now  living 
practically  retired  at  his  beautiful  home  on  Main 
street,  was  born  March  15,  1835,  a son  of  Asher 
Ruggles,  and  a grandson  of  Nathaniel  Ruggles, 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  first  Methodist  Church 
in  Bridgeport. 

Asher  Ruggles  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  where 
his  father,  in  addition  to  his  ministry,  engaged  in 
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shoemaking  for  the  Southern  trade.  He  passed 
his  youth  in  his  native  town,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  shoemaking  with  his  father.  In  politics 
he  was  quite  active,  and  under  the  administra- 
tion of  James  K.  Polk  was  appointed  custom 
house  collector  for  Bridgeport  and  Stamford, 
which  office  he  was  holding  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1849.  He  married  Miss  Isabella  Mul- 
holland,  of  Bridgeport,  and  four  children  were 
born  of  this  union:  Charles  Napoleon:  George, 
deceased;  Marv  B.,  wife  of  Theodore  Curtis;  and 
Isabella,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Charles  N.  Ruggles  received  his  education  at 
the  public  schools  of  Bridgeport  and  at  the  New- 
town Academy.  When  his  father  died  he  was 
taken  to  New  York  city,  and  there  began  his  first 
labors  for  self  support.  For  two  years  he  clerked 
in  a wholesale  clothing  house,  and  then  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Golden  Hill  Shirt  Factory, 
where  he  remained  until  1862.  That  year  he 
began  the  livery  business  at  Bridgeport,  and  for 
thirty  years  this  engaged  his  time  and  attention. 
He  was  careful  in  the  management  of  his  affairs, 
and  when,  in  1892,  his  building  was  desired  by 
the  city  for  use  as  an  emergency  hospital,  he  was 
able  to  sell  his  stock  and  retire  on  a comfortable 
competence. 

Mr.  Ruggles  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Miss  Arretta  Remington,  of  South 
Norwalk,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Lawrence 
R.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Lizzie  Peet,  a daughter  of 
Gilbert  Wordin. 

Benevolent  and  public-spirited,  Mr.  Ruggles 
occupies  a prominent  place  in  the  city.  He 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  filled 
a number  of  local  offices.  In  1883  he  acceptably 
served  as  councilman,  and  in  1897  was  alderman 
for  his  ward.  Mayor  Taylor  appointed  him  as- 
sessor. but  he  resigned.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F. ; socially  he  belongs 
to  the  Algonquin  and  Pequonnock  Clubs.  What 
he  has  he  has  acquired  through  his  own  efforts, 
and  if  he  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  those 
who  know  him  best,  the  credit  is  all  his  own. 


Hf ON.  LEWIS  CURTIS  SEYMOUR.  Polit- 
j jcal  differences  form  so  strong  a barrier  to 
friendship,  that  a man  who  commands  the  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  with- 
out regard  to  party  lines  must  possess  unusual 
ability  and  high  character.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a well-known  citizen  of  Ridgefield,  is  one 
of  those  happily-constituted  individuals  whose 
genial  temperament  wins  good  will,  while  his 
ability  and  integrity  are  recognized  by  all.  Mr. 


Seymour  has  been  frequently  chosen  to  offices  of 
I trust  and  responsibility,  and  his  twenty-four  years 
i of  continuous  service  as  treasurer  of  Ridgefield 
| township  is  in  itself  a convincing  evidence  of  his 
j personal  worth  and  high  standing.  He  was  born 
! February  11,  1S35,  >n  the  town  of  Ridgefield,  the 
I son  of  Lewis  C.  Seymour,  and  grandson  of 
I Nathaniel  Seymour. 

Lewis  C.  Seymour  (j),  our  subject's  father, 

! was  born  in  Ridgefield  April  22,  1801,  and  be- 
i came  a farmer  there,  but  later  removed  to  Wil- 
! ton,  where  he  followed  the  mason’s  trade  for 
some  time.  He  was  married  in  Wilton  to  his 
second  wife,  Mrs.  Eliza  (Morgan)  Hoyt,  daughter 
1 of  Joel  and  Eunice  Morgan.  His  death  occurred 
I April  8,  1859,  and  his  wife  died  October  27, 
1861.  Our  subject  was  the  only  child  of 
this  union,  but  by  a previous  marriage,  to  Almira 
' Betts,  his  father  had  two  children:  (1)  Jonathan 
H..  who  married  and  went  to  the  South,  where 
he  died  leaving  two  children — Lillie  and  Helen. 
(2)  Emily  A.,  who  married  Edwin  Rile,  of  Ro- 
wayton,  this  county,  and  died  leaving  two  chil- 
■ dren — Curtis  and  Emily,  both  residents  of  Roway- 
ton.  Our  subject's  mother  also  had  two  children 
by  her  first  marriage:  (1)  Betsey  M.  Hoyt,  now 

1 the  widow  of  Philip  Barhite,  and  W.  M.  Hoyt, 
the  latter  of  whom  is  deceased,  and  the  former 
resides  in  Ridgefield  i^she  has  one  son,  William 
C.  Barhite,  a merchant  in  that  town,  and  one 
daughter,  Emma  Barhite,  who  married  Francis 
Stafford  (now  deceased),  and  has  one  son,  Philip, 

1 a resident  of  Ridgefield). 

Mr.  Seymour’s  boyhood  was  spent  chiefly  in 
1 the  town  of  Wilton,  where  he  learned  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade.  This  he  followed  for  eight  or 
ten  years  when  he  became  interested  in  farming, 
but  later  he  engaged  in  the  canning  of  fruit  at 
Port  Chester  and  Wilton,  continuing  the  busi- 
1 ness  about  two  years.  In  1865  he  located  at 
! Ridgefield,  where  he  engaged  in  general  mer- 
cantile business  with  Philip  Barhite.  The  part- 
nership lasted  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Barhite, 
whose  son,  W.  C.  Barhite,  then  entered  the  firm, 
which  was  continued  under  the  name  of  Sey- 
mour & Barhite.  In  1890  Mr.  Seymour  sold  his 
interest  and  retired  from  business.  Politically, 
he  is  a stanch  Republican,  his  connection  with 
the  party  dating  back  to  its  organization,  but  his 
first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  the  candi- 
date of  the  “Know  Nothing”  party.  Since  1874 
he  has  held  the  office  of  township  treasurer,  and 
in  1874  he  was  elected  as  a representative  from 
his  town  to  the  State  Legislature,  where  he 
served  one  term  with  credit  to  himself  and  sat- 
isfaction to  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Seymour  married  Miss  Martha  L.  Keeler, 
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of  Wiiton.  but  no  children  were  born  of  the  ] 
union.  Socially,  Mr  Seymour  is  identified  with  i 
the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  Pilgrim  Lodge  No.  46,  at  Ridge-  | 
field,  in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  treasurer, 
and  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  having  been  for 
thirty-one  years  an  active  member  of  Jerusalem 
Lodge  No.  49.  F.  & A.  M..  at  Ridgefield,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  treasurer. 


HENRY  H.  NICHOLS.  This  leading  and 

enterprising  resident  is  conspicuous  not  only 

as  such,  but  as  one  of  the  best  known  and  widely- 
respected  citizens  in  this  portion  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Nichols  is  a native  of  Fairfield  county, 
born  August  2S,  1856,  in  the  town  of  Weston, 
and  received  a liberal  education  at  the  common 
schools  of  the  place,  subsequently  graduating  at 
the  Episcopal  Institute,  Cheshire,  Conn.  His 
first  business  occupation  was  in  the  capacity  of 
bookkeeper  for  a New  York  wholesale  firm,  with 
whom  he  remained  over  three  years,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Weston.  Learning  the  hatter's  trade, 
he  has  since  continued  in  that  line  successfully  at 
Danbury. 

In  1876,  Mr.  Nichols  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Lillie  A.  Sproul,  who  was  born  June 
13,  1856.  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Humphreys)  Sproul,  the  former  of  whom  is  a 
coal  dealer  in  Danbury,  and  four  children  have 
blessed  this  union,  of  which,  Harry  H.,  born 
March  9,  1881,  and  Frank  M.,  born  February 
25,  1884,  are  now  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols 
attend  the  services  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  In 
politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  no  office 
seeker.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  Progressive  Lodge  No.  tS.  Danbury,  of 
which  he  is  past  grand;  is  past  chief  patriarch  of 
Devotion  Encampment  No.  5;  district  deputy 
grand  master  of  the  State;  grand  conductor  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  member  of  Echo  Lodge,  Order  of  Rebekah, 
No.  30,  Danbury  (auxiliary  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.). 
He  is  also  a member  of  Court  Danbury  No.  71, 
A.  0.  F.  of  A. 

Hanford  Nichols,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1797,  in  the  town  of  Weston,  was  a 
lifelong  farmer,  and  died  in  186S.  He  was  very 
prominent  in  Church  work,  and  materially  as- 
sisted in  the  organization  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
at  Lyons  Plains,  which  he  attended  all  his  life. 
In  politics  he  was  a Whig:  for  several  terms  he 
represented  his  district  in  the  State  Senate,  and 
he  also  held  various  town  offices.-  He  was  thrice 
married:  first,  to  Betsey  Wakeman;  second,  to 
Laura  Chapman;  and  third,  to  Lorinda  Chap- 
man. By  his  first  wife  he  had  three  children: 


Henry,  married  to  Mary  L.  Sutton;  Laura,  wife 
of  David  W.  Sherwood;  and  Lloyd,  who  died 
young.  By  his  second  wife  Mr.  Nichols  had  two 
children:  Evaline,  wife  of  Albin  B.  Sherwood; 

and  Mary  Betsey,  wife  of  Edgar  Giles. 

Henry  Nichols,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
February  29,  1824,  in  the  town  of  Weston,  Fair- 
field  county,  and,  like  his  father,  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  all  his  days.  In  politics  he  was 
an  ardent  Republican,  in  religious  faith  a mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Weston,  of  which 
he  was  vestryman,  clerk  and  organist.  In  1846 
he  married  Miss  Mary  L.  Sutton,  who  was  born 
March  31,  1825,  a daughter  of  Daniel  M.  and 
Polly  B.  Sutton,  prosperous  farming  people  of 
Wilton,  and  Henry  H.,  our  subject,  is  their  only 
child.  The  father  died  June  3,  1869;  the 
mother  on  July  15,  1887. 


MON.  ELI  JAMES  MORRIS.  The  Morris 

family  residence,  near  Sandy  Hook,  stands 

on  historic  ground,  and  the  house  itself,  which  is 
more  than  a century  old,  has  sheltered  many  dis- 
tinguished men,  including,  as  residents,  a con- 
gressman, Hobart  Curtis,  and  a governor  of  Con- 
1 necticut.  the  late  Luzon  B.  Morris,  a brother  of 
the  well-known  gentleman  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch. 

The  family  has  been  prominent  from  an 
early  day  in  this  section,  and  is  noted  not  only 
for  ability  but  for  longevity.  By  a singular  co- 
incidence our  subject's  grandfather,  great-grand- 
father, and  great-great-grandfather,  each  of 
whom  was  named  Daniel  Morris,  attained  the 
same  age — seventy-seven.  The  great-grand- 

father was  born  May  7,  1715,  in  Bridgeport,  this 
county,  and  on  July  9,  1741,  married  for  his  first 
wife  Sarah  Mackhard,  who  died  April  16,  1761; 
his  death  occurred  March  1,  1792.  His  second 
union  was  with  a widow,  Mrs.  Jackson.  By  his 
first  marriage  he  had  seven  children,  whose 
names  with  dates  of  birth  and  death  are  as  fol- 
lows: Mary,  December  ),  1742,  November  30, 
1776;  Sarah,  September  1,  1745,  March  21, 
j 1771;  Amos,  November  30,  1747,  December  7, 

I 1747:  Daniel,  March  8,  17 49,  May  7.  1749; 

‘ Daniel  (2),  December  13,  1750,  March  28,  1828; 
; James,  June  14,  1753,  who  when  last  heard 
from  was  an  admiral  in  the  British  navy.  North 
I American  station;  and  Matthew  Mackhard, ‘July 
; 25,  1757,  September  28,  1762.  By  the  second 
wife  there  was  one  son,  Amos,  born  September 
I 2S,  1762. 

Daniel  Morris  (2),  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  and  was  the  first 
of  the  family  to  locate  in  Newtown,  although  his 
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father  settled  there  later,  and  both  engaged  in 
.agriculture  in  Grays  Plains  District,  now  known 
as  Walkers  Farms.  He  was  active  in  local 
affairs,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  of  the  town  in  his  day.  He  married 
Mis.  Mary  (Salter)  Burritt  (widow  of  Israel  Bur- 
ritt),  who  was  born  in  Anthiego,  one  of  the  West 
India  islands,  and  came  thence  to  Bridgeport. 
The  following  children  were  born  of  this  mar- 
riage: Sally,  born  October  i,  17 — , in  Bridge- 
port, married  (first)  Abraham  Blackman,  and 
(second)  Abel  Curtis;  James,  born  July  23,  17 — , 
died  January  3,  1855:  Israel  B.,  born  July  26, 
1775,  died  July  25,  1837;  Daniel,  born  January 
27,  1781,  in  Newtown;  Eli  Gould,  our  subject's 
father,  is  mentioned  below;  Polly,  born  August 
j.  1786,  married  John  Blackman;  Nancy,  born 
July  1.  1790.  married  Norman  Glover;  Eliza- 
beth, born  January  30,  1792,  did  not  marry;  and 
Eunice,  born  June  6,  1793,  married  John  Black- 
man. 

Eli  Gould  Morris,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  June  6,  1783,  in  Newtown,  and  became 
a successful  agriculturist,  being  held  in  high 
esteem  among  his  associates  for  his  excellent 
judgment.  In  1819  he  purchased  from  Mrs. 
Curtis  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject, 
which  then  comprised  eighty-five  acres,  but  by 
subsequent  additions  he  increased  it  to  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  although  he  never  aspired  to  public 
office.  His  death  occurred  January  3,  1856, 
and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lydia 
Bennett,  survived  him  many  years,  passing 
away  July  2,  1879.  She  was  born  in  Trumbull, 
this  county,  June  4,  1793.  a daughter  of  Thad- 
deus  Bennett,  formerly  a prominent  resident  of 
Trumbull  township.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest 
of  three  children,  and  is  now  the  only  survivor. 
Hon.  Luzon  Burritt  Morris,  the  second  in  order 
of  birth,  was  born  April  16,  1826.  He  attended 
school  in  Berkshire  District,  Newtown,  having, 
for  some  of  his  early  teachers,  Peter  Nash,  C.  C. 
Warner,  and  Charles  Beers.  At  about  the  age 
of  fifteen  he  began  to  shilt  for  himself,  and  was 
apprenticed  to  a blacksmith  at  Roxburv.  Later 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  Raymond  French,  of 
Sevmour.  After  this  experience  he  attended 
Yale  College,  where  he  was  graduated,  and  a 
vear  later  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  from 
Sevmour.  In  1870  he  represented  New  Haven 
in  "the  Legislature,  and  in  1874  he  was  in  the 
State  Senate.  In  1876  he  was  again  sent  to  the 
Lower  house.  He  served  some  time  as  judge  of 
the  probate  court,  and  in  1878  he  was  chosen 
Governor  of  Connecticut.  His  death  occurred 


| August  23,  1895.  (3)  Miss  Martha  Jane  Morris, 

I born  December  14,  1835,  died  June  12,  1877. 

after  a successful  career  as  a teacher  in  the  public 
! schools. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  20,  1821,  at 
the  homestead  where  he  now  resides.  His  edu- 
cation was  begun  in  the  common  schools  of 
I Zoar  District,  Newtown  township,  and  he  also  at- 
i tended  an  academy  at  Roxbury,  Conn.,  for  a 
1 short  time.  At  the  early  age  of  twelve  years  he 
I took  charge  of  the  farm,  but  during  the  winter 
I seasons  he  managed  to  find  time  to  pursue  his 
! studies  for  a few  years  longer.  These  meagre 
opportunities  were  quite  unsatisfactory  to  one  of 
t his  clever  and  active  mind,  and  after  leaving 
I school  he  carried  on  an  extensive  course  of  read- 
l ing,  his  fine  memory  enabling  him  to  acquire  a 
wide  range  of  information.  He  has  always  re- 
sided at  the  homestead,  which  now  contains  about 
one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land,  and  in 
addition  to  the  care  of  the  farm  he  was  engaged 
in  the  cattle  business  from  1853  to  1869.  In 
1853  he  shipped  the  first  car-load  of  cattle  from 
Sturges,  Ind.,  and  during  the  period  mentioned 
he  bought  from  500  to  1,000  head  of  stock  cattle 
per  year  in  Michigan  and  Indiana  for  the  home 
market.  His  ventures  in  this  and  other  lines 
have  been  rewarded  with  success,  and  for  many 
i years  he  has  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  the  town.  He  has  always  been 
active  in  local  affairs,  and  is  influential  in  the 
Democratic  organization.  For  many  years  he 
held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  for 
j some  time  he  was  selectman  of  his  town,  while 
I for  fifteen  years  past  he  has  served  as  poormas- 
I ter.  In  1859  he  was  sent  to  the  State  Legisla- 
I ture  as  a representative  of  his  town.  In  religious 
I faith  he  is  an  Episcopalian;  socially,  he  is  con- 
1 nected  with  Hiram  Lodge  No.  18,  F.  & A.  M., 
at  Sandy  Hook,  Conn.,  in  which  he  is  one  of 
the  oldest  members. 

In  1850  Mr.  Morris  was  married  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Burhans;  then  in  his  eighty-third  year,  to 
Miss  Jane  Elizabeth  Chambers,  who  was  born 
February  6,  1825,  a daughter  of  Thomas  0. 

I Chambers,  of  Zoar  District,  Newtown  township. 
She  died  October  4.  1891,  sincerely  mourned 

by  a large  circle  of  friends. 

JOHN  BENJAMIN.  The  Benjamin  family, 
one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  influential 
in  the  town  of  Stratford,  has  been  identified 
with  that  locality  since  1710,  while  the  firs*  0 
the  name  in  this  country  settled  in  Massachusetts 
in  1630.  Its  members  have  distinguished  them- 
1 selves  in  various  lines  of  effort,  and  by  intermar- 
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riages  the  family  has  become  related  to  many 
others  of  note,  one  line  of  descent  being  traced 
to  Governor  Bradford,  of  **  Mayflower”  fame. 

The  genealogy  of  the  Benjamin  family,  which 
was  originally  known  as  Berington,  runs  back  to 
Norman  ancestry  under  William  the  Conqueror, 
and  is  traced  through  Walter  De  Lacey,  Great 
Baron  (1074);  Roger  de  Lacey  (1095)  under 
William  Rufus;  Ubert  de  Lacey  (1137),  and 
John  de  Lacey  (1222).  Under  Henry  III  the 
Confederacy  of  Barons  was  dissolved,  result- 
ing in  the  caste  known  as  “landed  gentry.” 
These  Barons  de  Lacey  were  in  Hertfordshire 
after  1222,  and  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III 
the  de  Laceys  appear  as  landed  gentry  in  Bery- 
ton  of  Stoke  Lacey,  and  later  as  Berington 
of  Stoke  Lacey  and  Windesley  Mote  Hall,  Galop, 
Hereford,  England.  In  Edward  Ill’s  reign  Bery- 
ton  of  Stoke  Lacey  married  the  daughter  and 
heiress  of  Rowland  de  Windesley,  and  had  by 
her  the  ancient  seat  of  Windesley,  which  has  con- 
tinued in  the  family  ever  since;  but  in  later  years 
the  family  name  was  changed  to  Berington. 
The  ancient  seat  of  Windesley,  which  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  Beringtons  by  the  afore- 
said marriage,  lies  in  the  Parish  of  Hope-under- 
Dinmore.  The  coat  of  arms  used  conjointly  by 
the  Beringtons  and  Benjamins  is  supposed  to 
have  been  granted  at  the  knighting  of  a Bering- 
ton July  21,  1403,  on  the  field  of  Shrewsbury, 
just  north  of  Hereford.  Tradition  says  that  the 
Beringtons  changed  their  surname  to  Benjamin 
about  the  year  1494.  John  Berington  (II),  Esq., 
of  Stoke- Lacey  (the  second  John  counting  John 
de  Lacey  of  1222),  was  heir  of  Rowland  Wyndes- 
ley,  of  Windesley.  William  Berington,  Esq., 
whose  eldest  son  Simon  was  the  great-grand- 
father of  John  Berington  III,  born  1683.  John 
Berington  11,  the  eldest  son,  was  the  ancestor  of 
the  American  Benjamin  family. 

John  Benjamin,  the  first  of  that  name  in 
America,  sailed  in  the  ship  "Lion”  July  16, 
1630,  with  his  wife  Abigail.  John  Benjamin  1 
was  a personal  friend  of  Governor  Winthrop, 
who  witnessed  his  will  and  gave  an  account  in 
his  manuscripts  of  the  Benjamin  house,  library, 
etc.  He  located  at  Watertown.  Mass.,  and  was 
appointed  high  sheriff  of  Boston  May  20,  1633. 

II.  John  Benjamin,  son  of  John  the  pioneer, 
married  Lydia  Allen,  of  Boston,  and  removed  to 
Hartford  in  1664,  with  his  brother,  which  brother 
went  to  Norwich,  Conn.  The  brother  of  John 
Benjamin  (II),  who  removed  from  Hartford  to 
Norwich,  Conn.,  was  the  ancestor  of  Park  Ben- 
jamin, the  poet,  whose  daughter  married  Motley, 
the  historian,  and  whose  granddaughter  married 
Sir  Vernon  Harcourt,  of  London,  England. 


III.  John  Benjamin,  son  of  John  II,  married 
Mary  Smith,  of  Hartford,  removed  to  Stratford 
in  1710,  and  was  the  first  of  the  Benjamin  family 
to  take  up  his  abode  in  that  beautiful  and  his- 
toric town. 

IV.  John  Benjamin,  born  August  28,  1731, 
was  a colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  army  on 
General  Wooster’s  staff,  and  fought  with  dis- 
tinction at  Redding,  Danbury  and  Ridgefield, 
Conn.,  at  which  latter  he  received  a bullet  in  his 
shoulder  which  he  carried  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Colonel  Benjamin  had  extensive  cordage 
manufacturing  interests.  He  married,  in  1752, 
Lucretia  Backus,  of  Windham,  Conn.,  the  great- 
great-great-granddaughter  of  William  Bradford, 
the  first  governor  of  Plymouth,  who  came  over 
in  the  “Mayflower”  in  1620. 

Col.  John  Benjamin  fourth  (eldest  son)  had  a 
son  John  (the  fifth),  who  died  without  issue,  and 
John’s  (the  fourth)  second  son,  Col.  Aaron  Ben- 
jamin, entered  the  Revolutionary  army  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  as  lieutenant,  and  the  family 
holds  all  his  commissions,  three  in  number — the 
first  signed  by  John  Jay  and  the  other  two  signed 
by  John  Hancock.  In  the  war  of  1812  he  com- 
manded the  important  post  of  New  London, 
Conn.  His  commission  as  colonel,  signed  by 
James  Madison,  is  also  held  by  the  family. 
Capt.  Pulaski  Benjamin,  the  eldest  son  of  Col. 
Aaron  Benjamin,  was  born  in  Stratford  March 
12,  1796.  He  married  Susan  Curtis,  of  Strat- 
ford. Clara  Benjamin,  daughter  of  Col.  John 
Benjamin  and  sister  of  Col.  Aaron  Benjamin, 
married  Josiah  Meigs,  of  Philadelphia.  John 
Benjamin,  son  of  Capt.  Pulaski  Benjamin,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Seely  Parkinson,  daughter  of  Leon- 
ard Parkinson,  who  was  a descendant  of  Richard 
Parkinson,  of  Kinnersley  Castle,  Hereford,  Eng- 
land. Col.  Aaron  Benjamin  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  order  of  the  Society  of 
the  Cincinnati,  to  which  John  Benjamin,  his 
grandson,  has  succeeded.  Col.  Aaron  Benjamin 
married  Dorothy  Brooks,  who  was  descended 
from  an  old  and  highly-respected  Stratford  family. 

VII.  John  Benjamin,  whose  winters  are 
spent  in  New  York  City,  resides  during  the  sum- 
mer season  in  Stratford,  at  his  beautiful  country 
seat  in  Elm  street.  The  family  holds  a high  po- 
sition in  social  life,  its  members  being  welcomed 
in  the  most  exclusive  circles  of  the  metropolis, 
and  Mr.  Benjamin  is  related  to  many  prominent 
citizens.  A cousin,  Col.  Samuel  Nicoll  Benja- 
min, married  Miss  Julia  Fish,  a daughter  of  the 
late  Hon.  Hamilton  Fish,  of  New  York  and 
Garrisons-on-Hudson.  Hamilton  Fish  Benja- 
min, Julian  Arnold  Benjamin  and  Wiliam  Mas- 
sena  Benjamin  are  grandchildren  of  the  late 
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Hamilton  Fish  and  sons  of  Col.  Samuel  Nicoll 
Benjamin  and  Julia  Fish.  Mrs.  John  de  Ruyter 
and  Mrs.  Moses  Taylor  Campbell,  of  New  York, 
and  Mrs.  Wiliam  Noble  (tier  Brooks),  of  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  are  among  his  relatives,  and  are 
direct  descendants  of  Governor  Bradford  through 
the  marriage  of  Col.  John  Benjamin. 

The  handsome  Benjamin  homestead  at  Strat- 
ford, Conn.,  the  residence  of  Arthur  Bedell  Ben- 
jamin, which  he  inherited  from  his  father,  the 
Hon.  Frederick  Augustus  Benjamin,  stands  in  a 
park  which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
Benjamin  family  more  than  one  hundred  and 
ninety  years,  adjoining  the  celebrated  Johnson 
country  seat.  Arthur  Bedell  Benjamin  married 
Miss  Jessamine  Stagg,  of  Stratford.  Arthur 
Bedell  Benjamin's  father,  the  Hon.  Frederick 
Augustus  Benjamin,  a son  of  Col.  Aaron  Benja- 
min and  a grandson  of  Col.  John  Beniamin,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Bedell,  only  daughter  of  Rev. 
Doctor  Gregory  Thurston  Bedell,  the  eminent 
New  York  clergyman,  and  a sister  of  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Gregory  Thurston  Bedell,  the  Bishop  of 
Ohio. 


E EPHRAIM  MEAD,  a prominent  resident  of 

'//  Greenwich,  is  a worthy  representative  of 

one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  fam- 
ilies of  Fairfield  county.  While  he  is  of  an  un- 
ostentatious disposition,  being  averse  to  public 
display,  he  ranks  among  the  substantial  citizens 
of  his  town,  and  his  influence  is  none  the  less 
potent  for  being  quietly  exercised. 

Mr.  Mead  is  of  the  eighth  generation  in  de- 
scent from  John  Mead  [other  authorities  say 
William],  who  came  from  England  in  1642 
[other  authorities  sav  1635],  and  in  1660  located 
in  Greenwich,  where  his  posterity  is  now  numer- 
ous. The  line  of  descent  was  continued  through 
John,  son  of  the  pioneer,  and  the  first  of  the 
Mead  family  to  acquire  land  in  Greenwich. 
Ebenezer  Mead  (1).  the  next  in  order  of  descent, 
was  the  fourth  son  of  John,  the  son  of  the  pio- 
neer. Ebenezer  Mead  (2),  son  of  Ebenezer  (1), 
and  the  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  October  25,  1692,  and  died  May  5, 
5775.  He  was  married  December  12,  1717,  to 
Hannah  Brown,  of  Rye,  N.  Y.,  and  had  twelve 
children — eleven  sons  and  one  daughter.  De- 
liverance Mead,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather, 
was  the  sixth  son  of  Ebenezer  (2),  and  was  born 
May  4,  172S.  He  was  married  in  June,  1759,  to 
Miss  Abigail  Howe,  who  was  born  April  28,  1737, 
and  died  April  28,  1808;  his  own  death  occurred 
May  3,  1785.  Abigail  Howe  was  a daughter  of 
Capt.  Isaac  Howe,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  who 


1 was  born  January  9,  1710,  a son  of  Isaac  (1), 

' and  the  grandson  of  Nathaniel  Howe,  who  mar- 
! ried  a Miss  Bauers,  and  became  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Greenwich,  where  he  died  June  29, 
1692.  Isaac  Howe  (1)  was  born  September  20, 
1669,  and  was  married  June  1,  1701,  to  Eliza- 
beth Waterbury,  his  death  occurring  May  7, 
1733.  Elizabeth  Waterbury  was  born  January 
j 19,  1683,  a daughter  of  Lieut.  David  Waterbury, 
who  served  in  King  Philip’s  war,  and  a grand- 
daughter of  John  Waterbury,  who  located,  in 
1646,  in  Stamford,  where  he  died  July  31,  1658. 
Isaac  Howe  (2),  the  Revolutionary  hero,  was 
born  January  9,  1710,  and  died  October  8,  1779. 
He  was  married  in  1736  to  Keziah  Mead,  who 
was  born  February  10,  1707,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 19,  1808.  By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  our 
subject  is  connected  with  several  of  the  leading 
families  of  that  county. 

Ephraim  Mead,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  bears  his  name,  was  the  third  son  and 
the  ninth  child  of  Deliverance  Mead  and  his  wife 
Abigail  (Howe).  He  was  born  March  15,  1775, 
and  died  July  16.  1850.  On  November  30, 
1808,  he  married  Azuba  Mead,  who  was  born 
January  9,  1787.  and  died  January  21,  1861. 
She  was  also  a descendant  of  John  Mead  and 
Jonah  Mead,  the  second  son  and  child  of  Lieut. 
Caleb  Mead,  who  was  the  second  son  of  Ebe- 
nezer Mead  (i).  Jonah  Mead  married  (first) 
Mary  Mead,  (second)  Rachel  Husted  (mother  of 
Azuba)  and  (third)  Hannah  Mead.  To  Ephraim 
and  Azuba  Mead  eight  children  were  born,  viz.: 
Mary,  who  married  Willis  J.  Merritt,  of  Nor- 
walk; Huldah,  wife  of  Daniel  S.  Mead;  Thurza 
and  Alathea,  who  died  in  childhood;  Jane,  who 
married  Elkanah  Mead;  Isaac  Howe,  who  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below;  Elizabeth  L.,  born 
October  17,  1826,  married,  March  23,  1859,  Au- 
gustus Mead;  she  died  April  4,  1890;  had  Nelson 
B.,  Augustus  1.,  Oliver  Z.  (died  in  infancy),  and 
Samuel  C.  (died  in  infancy);  and  Orphelia,  who 
died  in  childhood. 

The  late  Isaac  Howe  Mead,  our  subjects 
father,  was  born  July  4,  1823,  at  Indian  Field, 
in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  and  as  the  only  sonhe 
inherited  the  old  homestead  there.  He  pos- 
sessed a fine  intellect,  and  although  his  educa- 
tional privileges  were  of  a crude  sort  he  acquired 
a wide  range  of  information  through  his  own  ef- 
fort. He  was  an  energetic  man,  carrying  through 
an  undertaking  successfully,  and  was  of  good 
physique,  being  about  six  feet  tall  and  well  pro- 
portioned. He  was  a member  of  the  Society  0 
the  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Green- 
wich. which  he  attended,  and  to  which  he  con- 
tributed of  his  means.  He  was  respected  through- 
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out  the  community  for  his  integrity  and  uprights 
ness.  On  March  l,  1S55.  he  married  Miss  Mary 
E.  Mead,  and  they  made  their  home  in  the  hand- 
some brick  house  built  by  his  father  in  1830. 
His  death  occurred  December  13,  1889,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  April  12,  1891,  at  Greenwich 
village,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  the 
Putnam  cemetery.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Mead  was  a 
woman  of  refinement,  and  her  influence  as  a 
kind  mother  and  a loving  wife  made  the  home 
life  an  inspiration  for  good.  She  was  a member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  greatly  beloved  by 
her  wide  circle  of  friends.  She  died  October  18, 
1823,  in  New  York  City.  She  was  of  the  seventh 
generation  in  descent  from  John  Mead  (1), 
the  line  being  traced  through  John  (2).  Benja- 
min, fifth  son  of  John  (2).  Captain  Sylvanus  (3) 
(Capt.  Sylvanus  Mead  served  as  a corporal  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war,  1759;  1st  Lieut,  in  the 
8th  Company,  7th  Regiment,  w'ar  of  the  Revolu- 
tion; was  captured  when  Fort  Washington  was 
taken  by  the  British  on  the  16th  day  of  Novem- 
ber. 1776.  He  was  afterward  exchanged,  and 
rendered  valuable  and  efficient  service  in  the 
struggle  for  liberty  as  captain  of  a company  of 
Rangers  until  near  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he 
was  surprised  by  a party  of  Tories  and  shot  by 
them  at  Greenwich,  Conn.,  probably  during  the 
year  1781).  Whitman,  and  Zophar  Mead,  her 
father.  She  was  also  of  the  eighth  generation  in 
descent  from  Capt.  John  Seaman,  who,  with  his 
six  sons,  held  the  original  patent,  or  grant,  of 
Hempstead,  Long  Island,  issued  by  the  English 
Crown  in  1665.  Captain  Seaman  was  engaged 
in  various  conflicts  between  the  Dutch  of  New 
York  and  the  English  of  Long  Island,  and  in  va- 
rious Indian  wars  from  1668  to  1676. 

Zophar  Mead  married  Martha  Seaman,  who 
died  in  New  York  City  May  29,  1869,  and  he  died 
October  3,  1838.  Our  subject  was  the  first  in  a 
family  of  seven  children,  of  which  six  are  living, 
and  are  now  occupying  honorable  positions  in 
business  and  social  life.  Their  father  gave  them 
the  best  opportunities  that  lay  within  his  power, 
and  by  precept  and  example  he  impressed  them 
with  a value  of  true  manly  character.  The  sec- 
ond son,  Elbert,  died  in  infancy;  Clarkson  S.,  a 
graduate  of  Columbia  College  and  the  College  of 
Physicians  & Surgeons,  of  New  York,  is  a physi- 
cian at  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. ; Willard  H.  settled 
in  Wyoming,  where  he  conducts  a ranch;  Spencer 
P.  graduated  from  the  New  York  Law  School, 
and  is  a member  of  the  Bar  of  the  State  of  New 
^ork;  he  resides  in  the  metropolis,  and  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  ; Thoma9  M. 
is  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  and  Amos 
H.  is  engaged  in  business  in  Greenwich  village. 


Our  subject  w as  born  September  7,  1856,  and 
was  reared  in  the  old  homestead,  his  education 
being  begun  in  the  Cos  Cob  district  schools  with 
| Miss  Kate  Quintard  as  his  first  teacher.  Later 
I he  attended  the  academy  at  Greenwich,  studying 
| under  Profs.  Shephard  and  Webster,  and  in  the 
1 intervals  of  school  life  he  assisted  in  the  work  of 
the  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  was  employed 
as  a clerk  in  a grocery  store  at  Greenwich,  owned 
by  Mosier  & Mead,  and  after  two  years  in  that 
position  he  went  into  business  for  himself,  pur- 
chasing a crockery  store  at  Greenwich  from  E.  N. 
Healey.  This  enterprise  he  carried  on  success- 
fully until  1895,  when  he  sold  out,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  given  his  attention  to  various  invest- 
ments. He  is  interested  in  local  progress,  and  he 
and  his  family  are  identified  with  the  Second  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Greenwich.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican,  and  at  one  time  he  held  the 
office  of  borough  assessor.  As  an  active  member 
of  the  Amogerone  Fire  Company  he  has  done 
much  to  promote  the  usefulness  of  the  valued 
organization,  having  served  as  foreman  and  also 
as  secretary  and  treasurer.  He  has  also  a pleas- 
ant home  in  Millbank  avenue,  Greenwich,  built 
by  himself,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  prominent  in 
the  best  social  circles  of  the  town.  In  1890  he 
married  Miss  Katv  McKinley,  a native  of  New 
York,  and  a daughter  of  Hugh  McKinley, deceased. 
As  both  her  parents  died  when  she  was  a child 
she  was  reared  by  her  aunt,  her  girlhood  being 
chiefly  spent  in  Dunellen,  N.  J.  Three  children 
brightened  the  home  of  our  subject:  Mary  E., 
Clarkson  H.  and  Richard  O. 


FRANK  P.  CLARK,  M.  D.  Among  the 
_ well-known  citizens  of  Danbury,  descend- 
ants of  the  pioneer  families  of  Fairfield  county, 
who  have  left  clean  and  honorable  records,  we 
find  Frank  P.  Clark,  M.  D.,  a physician  and  sur- 
geon of  deservedly  high  rank  in  his  chosen  pro- 
fession. 

John  Clark,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Danbury,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  learned  the  hatter’s  trade.  He 
married  Miss  Hulda  Ambler,  a daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Rachell  (Munson)  Ambler.  Stephen 
Ambler  was  one  of  those  brave  men  who  offered 
to  die,  if  need  be,  for  the  independence  of  the 
thirteen  colonies.  He  served  as  a private  in  the 
Eighth  Company,  Fifth  Regiment,  under  Captain 
Kingsbur)-,  enlisting  at  Danbury  May  12,  1775, 
and  serving  until  December  10.  His  country, 
recognizing  his  valuable  services,  pensioned  him 
in  his  declining  years.  After  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clark  located  in  Danbury,  and  theybe*- 
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came  the  parents  of  three  children:  James,  a 
hatter  by  occupation,  died  in  early  manhood; 
Oliver  P. , a hat  finisher  and  later  a grocer  in 
Danbury,  died  there  in  1892;  and  William  H.,  1 
who  was  the  lather  of  our  subject.  In  politics, 
the  father  of  these  children  was  a Democrat  and  | 
active  in  the  interests  of  his  party.  He  and  his 
wife  both  lived  until  nearly  three-score  years  and 
ten.  and  then  sank  quietly  to  rest  at  their  home  1 
in  Danbury.  | 

William  H.  Clark,  the  third  in  the  above  f 
mentioned  family,  was  born  November  19.  1819.  1 
He  passed  his  early  days  in  Danbury,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools.  At  I 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  went  to  New  York  and  | 
began  life  for  himself.  He  was  first  employed  , 
bv  H.  & J.  H.  Tweedy  in  the  capacity  of  ! 
clerk  in  their  dry-goods  store,  and  after  one  year 
there  entered  the  dry-goods  house  of  Ira  W. 
Wheeler,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1840, 
when  he  returned  to  Danbury  and  formed  a co-  1 
partnership  with  his  uncle.  Irel  Ambler,  in  the  | 
same  kind  of  business.  This  co-partnership  con-  i 
tinued  until  Mr.  Ambler  retired  from  business, 
since  which  Mr.  Clark  has  conducted  his  affairs 
alone. 

In  j S4 1 occurred  the  marriage  of  William  H. 
Clark  and  Miss  Julia  M.  Andrews,  a daughter  of 
John  Andrews,  of  Bethel,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  five  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy; 
the  others  are:  Sarah  C.,  who  married  Henry  C. 
Smith,  a salesman  of  Brookfield;  Frank  P.,  the 
subject  proper  of  this  sketch;  and  Harriet  C., 
who  married  John  C.  Averill,  a clerk  of  the 
courts,  New  London  county,  Conn.  In  1891  Mr. 
Clark  suffered  a severe  loss  in  the  death  of  his 
noble  and  devoted  wife.  In  politics  he  has  always 
been  a Democrat;  and  has  efficiently  served  his 
party  as  alderman,  and  has  held  other  offices. 
He  is  a liberal  contributor  to  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  he  is  a faithful  and  consistent 
member,  as  was  also  his  wife.  Highly  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all,  he  is  now  the  oldest  mer- 
chant doing  business  in  Danbury,  and  still  hale 
and  hearty,  with  a mind  unimpaired,  he  bids  fair 
to  be  an  important  factor  in  the  commercial 
world  of  his  town,  for  many  years  to  come. 

Frank  P.  Clark,  whose  name  opens  this  re- 
view. was  born  July  14.  1852,  in  Danbury,  where 
he  passed  his  youth  and  received  his  elementary 
education.  When  quite  young  he  manifested  a 
decided  liking  for  the  study  of  medicine,  and  con- 
cluded to  make  it  his  life  work.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  entered  the  New  York  College  of 
Phvsicians  and  Surgeons,  and  from  that  institu- 
tion was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1S76.  His 
further  study  in  the  science  only  deepened  his 


liking  for  it,  and  besides  the  study  outlined  in 
the  curriculum,  his  reading  at  college  was  ex- 
tended over  a wide  range  of  medical  works  penned 
by  physicians  and  surgeons  of  world-wide  reputa- 
tion. The  ideas  there  acquired  equipped  him  at 
graduation  with  a technical  knowledge  an  older 
and  more  experienced  surgeon  might  well  envy. 

On  leaving  school  our  subject  returned  to 
Danbury,  and  associated  himself  with  Dr.  A.  T. 
Clason,  which  association  continued  for  about 
two  years,  when  Doctor  Clark  withdrew  and  until 
1889  practiced  alone.  In  that  year  he  formed  a 
co-partnership  with  D.  C.  Brown,  and  together 
they  practiced  until  1896,  since  which  time  our 
subject  has  continued  alone. 

In  18S0  Frank  P.  Clark  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  K.  Benjamin,  a daughter  of  George  B. 
Benjamin,  a representative  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Fairfield  count)’.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  two  promising  daughters:  Susan  B. 
and  Julia  C.  Both  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  are 
interested  in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  con- 
tribute largely  to  its  material  interests.  They 
occupy  a prominent  social  position,  and  in  their 
cheerful  home  delight  to  welcome  their  many 
friends.  As  far  as  his  professional  duties  will  per- 
mit him  to  engage  in  politics,  the  Doctor  works 
for  the  interests  of  the  Democratic  party.  He 
can,  however,  devote  but  little  time  to  this,  as 
his  practice  has  become  so  large  as  to  require 
almost  all  of  his  time — his  thorough  knowledge 
of  medicine,  his  deep  insight  into  human  nature, 
and  his  firm,  decisive  manner,  coupled  with  the 
kindly  disposition,  inspires  confidence  in  his 
patients,  and  often  wins  for  him  success  where 
others  might  meet  failure.  He  is  an  ideal  phy- 
sician— gentlemanly,  courteous,  firm  and  true. 

HON.  MICHAEL  JOHN  BRADLEY,  of 

Newtown,  who  is  now  serving  his  fifth  term 

as  judge  of  the  probate  court  for  his  district,  is  a 
man  of  much  ability  and  force  of  character,  and 
the  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  has  made 
his  way  to  success  will  be  of  interest  to  all  our 
readers. 

Judge  Bradley  is  a native  of  this  county, 
having  been  born  in  Newtown  January  31-  1 ® 
but  he  traces  his  descent  from  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Kilbaha,  County  Clare,  Ireland.  John 
Bradley,  his  grandfather,  a lifelong  resident  of 
that  locality,  married  Johanna  Finnell,  and  had 
six  children,  viz.:  Patrick,  who  came  to  America, 
and  for  many  years  was  an  employe  of  the  rub- 
ber factory  at  Sandy  Hook;  Michael  comes  next, 
John,  our  subject’s  father;  Thomas,  who  is  now 
postmaster  at  Sandy  Hook;  Bridget,  who  mar- 
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ried  Thomas  Griffin,  of  Newtown;  and  Mary,  j 
wife  of  Martin  Daily,  of  Bridgeport. 

John  Bradley,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
crossed  the  ocean  in  or  prior  to  1847,  and  im-  I 
mediately  settled  at*  Sandy  Hook,  where  he  was  . 
employed  for  some  time  in  the  rubber  factory. 
On  July  5.  1S61,  he  was  accidentally  killed, 
being  caught  by  a belt  in  the  factory.  He  was  a , 
devout  Catholic,  and  always  took  keen  interest  | 
in  all  that  concerned  his  adopted  country, 
affiliating  in  politics  with  the  Democratic  party.  ! 
After  coming  to  America  he  married  Miss  Ellen  1 
Collins,  daughter  of  Michael  Collins,  and  a 1 
native  of  County  Clare,  Ireland.  They  had  four 
children,  as  follows:  Johanna,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Mary,  wife  of  Cornelius  DeLury.  an  un-  I 
dertakerand  furniture  dealer  in  Danbury;  Michael  1 
John,  our  subject;  and  Maggie  Frances,  who  1 
married  Thomas  Kenny,  a hatter  of  Danbury.  1 

Judge  Bradley  was  educated  chiefly  in  New- 
town, where  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  | 
the  academy,  later  purchasing  a six-months’ 
course  in  the  Washington  School,  in  the  city 
of  Bridgeport.  By  making  good  use  of  these 
opportunities  he  secured  a practical  education, 
and  his  reading  has  kept  him  well  informed  upon 
current  topics.  In  1877  he  left  school  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  New  York  Belting  and 
Packing  Company,  with  whom  he  remained  about 
seven  years,  his  work  there  being  terminated  Oc- 
tober 29,  1883,  when  he  received  the  nomination 
as  representative  from  Newtown  in  the  General 
Assembly.  The  campaign  resulted  in  his  elec- 
tion, and  he  served  in  the  session  of  1884  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  of  his  constitu- 
ents. In  1887  he  was  appointed  deputy  United 
States  internal  revenue  collector  for  the  Seventh 
district  of  Connecticut,  and  this  office  he  held 
until  the  appointment  of  his  successor  in  Octo- 
ber, 1889.  In  November,  1890.  he  was  chosen 
judge  of  the  probate  court  for  the  district  of 
Newtown,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  so 
well  did  he  perform  the  duties  of  this  position 
that  he  was  re-elected  in  1892,  1894,  1896,  and 
1898,  his  fifth  term  beginning  on  January  1,  1899. 
He  has  always  been  active  in  the  work  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  for  five  or  six  consecutive 
years  served  as  registrar  of  voters.  As  he  pos- 
sesses great  energy,  he  is  regarded  as  a valuable 
member  of  the  organization,  and  has  gained 
more  than  a local  reputation. 

Our  subject’s  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Julia  Leavey,  is  a daughter  of  Matthew  Leavey, 
now  a resident  of  Newtown,  but  formerly  of 
County  West  Meath,  Ireland.  They  have  had  six 
children:  John  Thomas,  William  James,  Samuel 
Charles,  Mary  Ellen,  Wallace  E.,  and  Howard  i 


Joseph,  all  at  home.  Mr.  Bradley  and  his  fam- 
ily are  identified  with  St.  Rose’s  Catholic  Church 
at  Newtown,  and  socially  he  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus. 


SHEPARD.  From  old  Colonial  days  this 

name  has  been  “familiar  as  household 
words'  in  the  New  England  States.  The  first  of  the 
family  at  present  under  consideration,  of  whom 
we  have  record  was  (I)  Edward  Shepard,  mari- 
ner, who  is  supposed  to  have  come  from  Eng- 
land, and,  as  shown  by  old  deeds,  was  a resident 
of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1639.  His 
first  wife,  Violet,  died  in  1648-49,  the  mother  of 
children  as  follows:  John,  born  (in  England)  1627; 
Elizabeth,  born  1 629;  Abigail,  born  1631;  Debo- 
rah, born  1633:  Sarah,  born  1636.  After  the 
death  of  their  mother  the  father  married  Mrs. 
Mary  Pond,  widow  of  Robert  Pond.  He  died 
about  1680. 

(II)  John  Shepard,  son  of  above,  was  mar- 
ried October  1,  1649,  to  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Greenhill;  she  died  December  22,  1689, 
and  August  3,  1691,  he  married  Mrs.  Susannah 
Goodwin,  widow  of  William  Goodwin;  she  died, 
and  Mr.  Shepard,  September  8,  1698,  wedded 
Mrs.  Martha  Henbury,  widow  of  Arthur  Hen- 
bury.  John  Shepard  died  June  12,  1707;  his 
children  (all  by  his  first  wife)  were:  Rebecca, 
born  1650;  John,  born  January  22,  1653;  Sarah, 
born  March  5.  1656  (she  married  Benijah  Stone, 
of  Guilford,  Conn.);  Violet,  born  16 — ; Eliza- 
beth, born  1660;  Edward,  born  July  1,  1662; 
Samuel,  born  1664;  Thomas,  born  November  12, 
1666;  Deborah,  bom  16 — ; Abigail,  born  16 — ; 
and  Hannah,  born  )6 — . Hinman  says  he  was 
a man  of  prominence  in  the  colony,  and  was 
known  as  “Sergeant  John.” 

(Ill)  John  Shepard,  eldest  son  of  the  above, 
married  (first)  May  12,  1680,  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Deacon  Paul  Peck;  and  (second)  Mrs.  Mary 
(Benton)  Bigelow,  widow  of  John  Bigelow,  and 
he  had  these  children — John,  born  November  4, 
1681;  Samuel,  born  February  2,  1684;  Hannah, 
born  January  29,  1688:  Joseph,  born  April  29, 
1689,  Rebecca,  born  May  20,  1696;  Timothy, 
born  June  7.  1697,  died  April  21,  1716;  and  Re- 
becca, born  May  20,  1698,  died  October  29,  1706. 
Of  these,  Hannah  married  May  22,  1712,  Charles 
Buckland,  and  had  issue — Jane,  Hannah,  Charles, 
and  Mehitable. 

(IV)  John  Shepard,  eldest  son  of  the  above, 
was  married  October  9,  1707,  at  the  Third 
Church,  Boston,  to  Abigail,  daughter  of  Gideon 
and  Sarah  Allen.  He  lived  at  Milford,  Conn., 
and  died  in  17 19,  the  father  of  these  children: 
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John,  born  October  26,  1 70S ; Rebecca,  born 
November  1,  1710,  married  June  20.  1732, 
Joseph  Peck,  and  died  1773;  Abigail,  born  Octo- 
ber 22,  1713,  married  October  21,  1734,  Peter 
Perritt;  Hannah,  born  November  11,  1715;  and 
Timothy,  born  March  22,  171$. 

(V)  John  Shepard,  eldest  in  the  above 
enumerated  family,  was  an  ensign  in  1753.  He 
married  Mary  Parsons,  of  Derby,  May.  1732;  re- 
moved to  Newtown  in  1737.  Issue:  Mary, 

born  June  19,  1733;  Abigail,  July  6,  1735;  John, 
1737:  Simeon,  May  30.  1739:  Abraham,  1744; 
David,  1747;  Gideon,  June  2.  1752:  Stephen, 
1753:  Allen,  1756;  and  Abigail,  born  April  to, 
1759,  married  August,  1787,  Jehiel  Foote,  and 
died  August  18,  1836. 

(VP  Stephen  Shepard,  sixth  son  of  above, 
died  July  27,  1830;  married  Anna  Foote;  issue: 
William,  Allen,  Oliver,  Joanna,  Daniel  Parsons 
and  Anna  Maria. 

(VII)  Oliver  Shepard,  third  son  of  the  above, 
and  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  proper  of  this 
biography,  was  born  in  Newtown.  Conn.,  in 
17S4,  and  died  in  1861  aged  seventy-seven  years. 
When  a boy  he  moved  to  Bethel,  and  served  an 
apprenticeship  there  to  the  trade  of  hatter  with 
Capt.  Eli  Taylor.  In  1806  he  engaged  in  the 
business  for  his  own  account  on  Fountain  Place, 
and  in  1830  took  his  son  William  C.  into  part- 
nership, which  continued  under  the  firm  name  of 
Oliver  Shepard  & Son  till  about  1833  when  the 
senior  member  retired  from  the  business.  In 
Bethel,  Oliver  Shepard  married  Mercy  Laura 
Comstock,  daughter  of  Andrew  Comstock,  of 
that  place,  and  children  as  follows  came  to  their 
union:  Charlotte  (married  Daniel  Barnum,  and 

died  in  1881),  William  C..  Augustus  C.  (de- 
ceased), Frederick  (deceased).  Charles  H.  (de- 
ceased), Andrew  and  George  (both  in  Missouri), 
Julia  (in  Brookfield,  married  to  Philo  C.  Mer- 
win),  and  Mary  (in  Bethel,.  Oliver  Shepard 
was  the  first  postmaster  at  Bethel,  and  held 
most  of  the  town  offices,  including  that  of  justice 
of  the  peace.  In  1826  he  was  a member  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  in  1843  he  was  sent  to 
the  Senate. 

(VIII)  William  C.  Shepard,  eldest  son  of  the 
above,  and  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Bethel  November  24.  1809,  and  is  still  living 
there  at  the  advanced  age  of  nearly  eighty-eight 
years.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  halter  with  his  father.  In 
1832,  when  the  latter  retired  from  business, 
William  C.  and  his  brother,  Augustus  C.,  be- 
came partners  under  the  firm  name  of  W.  C. 
& A.  C.  Shepard  until  1S47,  in  which  year  Au- 
gustus C.  retired,  William  C.  continuingthe  busi- 


ness alone  until  tS6o,  when  he  also  retired.  In 
1831,  at  Bethel,  Mr.  Shepard  was  married  to 
Emily  Trowbridge,  daughter  of  Eliachim  D. 
Trowbridge.  She  died  December  24,  1893.  Is- 
sue: Josephine  E. ; George  A. : and  Horace  H. 

(in  Kansas  City,  Mo.).  Of  these,  Josephine  E. 
was  married  January  14,  1857,  to  Dr.  Elijah 
Gregory,  who  practiced  medicine  at  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  and  died  October  5,  1877.  They  had 
one  child,  William  A.,  born  May  7,  1858,  now 
living  in  Bridgeport.  Horace  H.,  the  second 
son  of  William  C.  and  Emily  Shepard,  was  mar- 
ried August  28,  1844,  to  Emma  Hibbard,  and 
one  child  was  born  to  them,  Edith.  William  C. 
Shepard  was  a Whig  until  1857,  when  he  be- 
came a Republican.  In  1S44  he  represented  his 
constituency  in  the  House  of  Assembly;  he 
served  at  various  times  as  selectman,  town  treas- 
urer, constable  and  justice  of  the  peace;  in  1862 
was  assessor  of  internal  revenue;  in  1870  was 
census  taker  for  Bethel,  Redding  and  Ridgefield. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  0.  F., 
noble  grand  of  Howard  Lodge  No.  29,  and  was 
secretary’  of  same. 

(IX)  George  A.  Shepard,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  review,  was  born  September  2,  1839,  in 
| Bethel,  received  his  education  at  the  public 
| schools  of  the  borough,  and  also  in  a boarding 
1 school  at  Ridgefield  under  the  tuition  of  Rev. 

| Short,  rector  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  North 
1 Salem.  When  old  enough  he  learned  the  trade  of 
! hatter  with  his  lather,  and  in  course  of  time  con- 
ducted the  business  for  him.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  his  father  having  given  up  the 
business,  our  subject  entered  *ther  hat  factories, 
and  worked  therein  as  a journeyman  until  Oc- 
tober, 1866,  when  he  went  to  Millburn,  N.  J., 
and  with  Edgar  Northrop,  of  Newtown,  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  hats  under  the  firm  name 
of  Northrop  & Shepard,  doing  a commission  busi- 
ness. This  arrangement  continued  until  April  I, 
1867,  and  May  1 following  Mr.  Shepard  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  hat  leathers,  later 
taking  up  the  making  of  wire  and  other  hat  sup- 
plies, starting  in  business  at  Danbury  in  the 
Benedict  hat  shop  on  West  street.  At  the  end 
of  six  months  he  located  in  an  old  tannery  on 
the  spot  where  J.  H.  Baird's  hat  factory  now 
stands,  thence  after  two  or  three  years  remov- 
ing to  the  building  now  occupied  by  Joseph 
Brotherton,  in  Bethel,  and  remained  there  three 
years.  At  the  same  time  he  was  associated 
with  James  D.  Baldwin  in  a comb  factory  on 
Center  street,  but  sold  out  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Baldwin.  When  the  latter  went  out  of  the 
comb  business  our  subject  moved  his  concern 
into  the  vacated  premises;  in  November,  i893> 
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he  removed  to  his  present  factory  which  had  | his  country,  and  throughout  his  life  he  was  a 
been  built  and  equipped  during  the  summer  : stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  and  policy  of 
and  fall  of  that  year.  j the  Republican  party. 

In  1870  Mr.  Shepard  invented  and  patented  Mr.  Hayes  was  a native  of  Brookfield,  this 
a machine  for  covering  whalebone  for  hats,  county,  and  always  made  his  home  in  this  sec- 
which  machine  will  turn  out  5,000  pieces  per  tion.  In  1880  he  married  MissMahala  B.  Banks, 
day.  This  he  operated  until  the  patent  had  nearly  a member  of  a highly  esteemed  family  that  has 
expired.  His  business  has  constantly  increased — j been  identified  with  Greenfield  Hill,  this  county, 
from  two  employes  in  1 867  to  sixty  in  1897.  j from  an  early  day.  Her  grandfather,  Nathan 
He  now  tans  the  skins  and  manufactures  sweat-  ! Banks,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  was  a native  of 
leathers,  hat-pads,  hat-wire,  eyelets,  rubber  ce-  j that  locality,  and  passed  his  life  there  in  agricult- 
ment,  covered  wire  or  reeds,  etc.  In  1880  his  I ural  pursuits. 

son  George  F.  was  taken  into  partnership,  the  , Bradley  Banks,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hayes, 
firm  continuing  as  George  A.  Shepard  & Son  ! was  born  and  reared  at  Greenfield  Hill,  and  his 
until  June,  1894,  when  another  son  was  admit-  I wife,  Polly  Banks,  was  a native  of  the  town  of 
ted,  Horace  Leon  (a  graduate  of  Stevens  Institute  Weston,  and  a daughter  of  Daniel  Banks,  a pros- 
of  Technologyi,  under  the  new  firm  name  of  perous  farmer  of  that  town.  Bradley  and  Polly 
George  A.  Shepard  & Sons.  Banks  had  children  as  follows:  (1)  Nathan  B. 

On  April  24.  1858,  George  A.  Shepard  was  (deceased)  was  a farmer  at  Greenfield  Hill, 
united  in  marriage  with  Josephine  L.  Sloan,  Conn. ; he  married  and  had  two  children — George 
daughter  of  David  and  Mary  Sloan,  and  children  H.  and  Harriet  M.  (2)  William  E.  (deceased) 
as  follows  were  born  to  them:  George  F.,  No-  1 was  a farmer  in  Fairfield,  Conn.;  he  married and 

vember  1 1 . 1859;  Frank  H..  September  20.  1 had  one  son,  William  B.  (3)  Henry  B.  (deceased) 
1863;  and  Horace  Leon,  May  17,  1871.  Of  ; was  a carpenter  at  Bridgeport;  he  married  and 
these.  George  F.  was  married  April  29,  1884,  to  \ had  two  children — Charles  H.  and  Frances  U. 
Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Meilbury,  daughter  of  Charles  (4)  Rufus  B.  (deceased)  was  a farmer  at  Green- 
Meilbury,  of  Providence,  R.  1.,  and  their  chil-  field  Hill:  he  married  and  had  four  children — 
dren  are.  Ruth  Emily,  Laura  Josephine  and  Henry  B.,  Frederick  S.,  Rufus  W.  and  Carrie  L. 
Morton  William.  Frank  H.  married  Miss  Annie  (5)  Sarah  M.  died  unmarried.  (6)  Mahala  B. 
Agnes  Boll,  of  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  and  has  one  (Mrs.  Hayes)  comes  next  in  the  order  of  birth, 
child,  Florence;  he  is  a teacher  of  instrumental  (7)  Catherine  A.  married  Albert  B.  Hull,  and  re- 
and  vocal  music  at  Orange,  N.  J.  Horace  sided  at  Hulls  Farms,  now  deceased;  they  had  five 
Leon  was  married  September  1.  1897,  to  Miss  children — Martha  J.,  William  H.,  Mary  B.  and 
Bessie  A.  Durant,  daughter  of  George  G.  Du-  Albert  B. , and  Amelia  Catherine.  (8)  Miss  Mary 
rant,  of  Bethel,  and  on  September  jo  he  and  E.  resides  in  Bridgeport.  (9)  Berzillia  B.  (de- 
his  bride  started  for  Europe,  remaining  until  the  ceased)  was  a merchant  at  Greenfield  Hill,  where 
following  June.  for  some  time  he  also  held  the  office  of  postmas- 

Socially,  Mr.  Shepard  is  a member  of  Eureka  ter;  he  married  and  had  six  children  — four  sons: 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Bethel;  Eureka  Chapter  Edgar  B.,  William  H.,  Franks,  and  Jesse  L. — 
at  Danbury;  and  Crusader  Commandery  No.  10,  and  two  daughters:  Georgie  A.  and  Mamie 

Pyramid  Temple,  at  Bridgeport.  Politically,  Elizabeth,  do)  Harriet  B.  married  Henry  E. 
he  is  a Republican.  In  religious  connection  he  Andrews,  of  Weston,  now  deceased;  they  had 
is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Bethel,  one  daughter,  Sarah  Elizabeth.  (iij  Martha 
in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  vestryman.  and  (12)  Daniel  died  in  infancy.  (13)  Amelia  S. 

married  Capt.  Merritt  W.  Davis,  of  Long  Island. 

Edwin  J , a resident  of  Bridgeport,  married 

H ANFORD  N.  HAYES  (deceased.)  This  a sister  of  Capt.  M.  W.  Davis;  they  have  one 
: well-known  resident  of  Bridgeport,  who  son,  Herbert  B. 

passed  to  the  unseen  life  October  6,  1883..  was  a 

man  whose  sterling  qualities  of  mind  and  heart 

won  for  him  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  ^fr'HE  NORTHRUP  FAMILY  comes  of  good 
knew  him.  During  the  Civil  war  he  made  an  a old  Colonial  stock,  and  is  numerously  rep- 
honorable  record,  serving  as  quartermaster,  and  resented  in  this  section.  According  to  early 
for  many  years  he  was  successful  in  business  in  deeds  and  records  and  inscriptions  upon  tomb- 
Bridgeport  as  a cabinet  maker.  Although  he  stones,  the  name  was  sometimes  spelled  North- 
never  sought  prominence  in  public  life,  he  took  rup,  and  it  appears  that  about  the  time  of  the 
keen  interest  in  all  that  concerned  the  welfare  of  Revolutionary  war  several  branches  of  the  family 
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changed  the  spelling  to  Northrop,  which  has 
since  been  retained. 

].  Joseph  Northrup,  the  head  of  the  family  in 
America,  came  from  England,  probably  from 
Yorkshire,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  at 
Milford,  Conn.  The  first  planters  of  that  town 
■were  enrolled  November  20,  1639,  but  as  this 
■worthy  pioneer  was  not  then  in  fellowship  with 
the  Church,  his  name  appears  with  others  in  a 
list  immediately  after  those  of  the  “free  plant- 
ers." It  is  further  recorded  that  he  united  with 
the  First  Church  at  Milford  on  January  9,  1642, 
and  his  death  occurred  in  that  town  September 
11,  1669.  Some  of  the  settlers  were  members 
of  the  company,  all  possessing  "good  character 
and  fortunes,”  who  left  England  in  charge  of 
Eaton  and  Davenport,  landing  at  Boston  July 
26,  1637,  whence  they  went  to  New  Haven  in 
April.  1638.  Others  of  the  settlers  belonged  to 
Sir  Richard  Saltonstall's  company,  and  having 
become  attached  to  their  pastor.  Rev.  Peter 
Prudden.from  Egerton,  Yorkshire,  England,  they 
accompanied  him  from  Watertown,  Mass.,  to 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  later  to  Milford.  To 
this  company  belonged  Francis  Norton,  whose 
•daughter  Mary  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  North- 
rup.  Eight  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
viz,:  Joseph,  Jr.,  baptized  August  9,  i649;Sam- 
uel,  baptised  in  1651;  Jeremiah,  who  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below;  John,  born  September 
— , 1656,  who  probably  died  before  1683;  Zophar, 
born  June  21,  1661;  Daniel,  born  in  August, 
1664;  William,  born  June  2,  1666,  and  Mary, 
born  in  January,  1670.  The  descendants  of  Jer- 
emiah only  are  traced  in  this  sketch,  the  list  ex- 
tending to  the  ninth  generation. 

II.  Jeremiah  Northrup  was  born  in  January, 
1654.  at  Milford,  where  his  baptism  occurred  in 
the  same  month,  and  he  died  April  it,  1 734- 
•Be  and  his  wife,  Phoebe,  had  five  children,  all 
born  in  Milford.  They  were  John,  who  is  men- 
tioned in  the  next  paragraph;  Jeremiah,  who  was 
baptized  January  16,  1695,  and  died  July  4,  1771, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two;  Phineas,  born  January 
•)6,  1695,  who  married  Elizabeth  Brinsmade; 
Beniamin,  baptized  in  October,  1696,  who  is 
■mentioned  more  fully  below;  and  Phcebe,  born 
in  November,  1705.  Two  lines  of  descent  are 
traced  below,  and  for  convenience  we  will  follow 
•first  that  of  John,  leaving  the  descendants  of 
Benjamin  to  be  mentioned  later  in  the  sketch. 

III.  Lieut.  John  Northrup  was  born  in  1687, 
and  baptized  January  16.  1693.  Forsomeyears 
he  followed  the  weaver's  trade  at  Milford,  but  in 
1712  he  and  his  brothers,  Jeremiah  and  Ben- 
jamin, had  home  lots  assigned  to  them  at  New- 
town, then  a new  settlement.  In  1720  tenacres 


more  were  allotted  to  John  and  Benjamin.  All  of 
the  brothers  were  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the 
town,  and  the  office  of  town  clerk  was  held  by  John 
and  his  son  of  the  same  name,  during  a period 
of  twenty-five  years.  Here  also  resided  Thomas 
Northrop,  a son  of  William  and  a grandson  of 
Joseph;  he  married  Abigail  Terrill,  of  Newtown, 
and  after  her  death  removed  to  New  Milford  and 
lived  with  his  sons — his  descendants  residing  in 
Sherman  and  New  Milford.  The  name  of  Thomas 
is  also  on  record  with  those  of  his  cousins,  John 
Jeremiah  and  Benjamin,  in  1712,  and  his  chil- 
dren were  born  in  Newtown.  On  January  7. 

1 7 1 3 or  1 7 1 4,  Lieut.  Northrup  married  Mary  Por- 
ter, of  Milford,  who  died  March  19.  1786,  aged 
ninety-seven  vears,  and  he  himself  died  very 
suddenly  January  9,  1767,  at  the  age  of  eighty. 
They  had  four  children:  (l)Jonathan,  (2)  Ruth. 
(3)  Mary  and  (4)  John,  Jr.,  all  of  whom  are 
mentioned  in  the  next  paragraph. 

IV.  Capt.  Jonathan  Northrup  was  born  in 
Milford  March  3.  1715.  and  died  in  1783.  He 
was  married  June  2,  1740,  to  Booth,  who 

died  July  25,  1799.  They  had  eight  children, 
several  of  whom  left  descendants,  but  as  the  lines 
of  descent  are  not  traced  out,  we  will  mention 
the  names  here.  (1)  Solomon,  born  March  8, 
1741,  had  two  children,  Joseph  and  Johanna. 
(2)  Gideon,  born  May  20,  1742.  was  married  No- 
vember 1 5,  1764,  to  Rhoda  Northrup  (a  daughter 
of  William  (111)  of  Newtown,  a son  of  William 
seventh  child  of  Joseph,  the  first  settler),  and  died 
April  21,  1818.  (3)  Elizabeth,  born  September 

29,  1744,  was  married  August  7,  1764,  to  Will- 
iani  Northrup,  Jr.,  who  died  in  1 79^*  (4)  Mary, 

born  June  28,  174b,  died  February  22,  1753- 
(5)  Clement,  born  April  15,  1749'  married  Jeru- 
sha,  daughter  of  Jared  Clark.  (6)  George,  born 
March  21,  1754,  married  (first)  a Miss  Kimberl). 
and  (second)  Anna  Booth,  and  his  death  occurre 
August  11,  1821.  (7)  Lemuel,  born  May  3' • 

1757,  married  Lois  Woodward.  (8)  Amos,  born 
September  7,  1759,  was  married  three  times,  an 
had  fourteen  children,  but  their  names  are  no 
given.  2.  Ruth  Northrup,  daughter  of  Lie  Up- 
john (111),  was  born  in  Milford  January  i5> 
and  was  married  November  30,  1 737>  t0 
Ferris,  son  of  Samuel  Ferris,  of  Newtown.  ^ e 
died  May  28,  1804.  and  her  husband  in  ’795' 
aged  eighty-one.  Their  three  children  wil  e 
mentioned  here,  as  the  line  is  not  continued  ar 
ther.  (1)  Capt.  Samuel,  born  ,0’  '74°'  ,!e, 
January  12,  1796,  and  his  wife,  Phcebe,  ie _ 
July  10,  1832,  aged  ninety-two.  (2)  Martha 
born  November  12,  1743.  (3)  Joseph,  born 

gust  2.  1746,  died  December  4,  1833,  and 
wife.  Abieail.  Dassed  awav  December  27,  1 
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aged  seventy-four.  3.  Mary’,  second  daughter  of 
Lieut.  John  (HI),  was  born  in  Newtown  October 
■7.  |725i  and  was  married  August  21,  1743,  to 
Daniel  Sherman,  of  Newtown,  who  afterward  set- 
tled in  Woodbury,  Conn.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren, whose  names  with  dates  of  birth  were  as 
follows:  Abigail,  March  1,  1747;  Ann,  Novem- 
ber 20,  1749;  Ebenezer,  November  5,  1752- 
Philo,  July  29,  1760,  and  Mary,  April  27,  1763.’ 
No  further  mention  is  made  of  this  line.  4.  John 
Nortbrup,  Jr.,  youngest  son  of  Lieut.  John  fill) 
was  born  in  Newtown,  July  9,  1732,  and  died 
March  11,  1805.  He  succeeded  his  father  as  town 
clerk,  as  noticed  above,  and  held  the  office  twelve 
years.  On  July  30,  1752.  he  married  Lois  North- 
rop, a daughter  of  William  Northrup,  of  New- 
own,  and  she  died  December  3.  1 800,  at  the  age 

P They  had  «•»  children  (I) 

Mafy.  (3)  Nanny,  (4)  Amy,  (5)  Lois 

(10)  John  ah  *!Ulfah  Ru,h*  (?)  Johanna,  and 
paragraph  °fwhom  are  mentioned  in  the  next 

wasVnffiV^-'T’ °l ' J°.hn-  Jr'  <IV>. 

18m  u y 3’  and  died  November  27, 
'»'o.  He  was  married  June  3,  17—  to  Lucv 
Sherman  who  died  February  .4,  ,828  at  the 
des fEt  Of  theiryfou4r’  chdLn  £ 

4 .?;,s  £ "ir  r,n  Lrz 

whodidnot  marrv  liv»H  7 , 8'5’  Jaraes> 

Previous  to  his  death  Th °i years 
ter  and  Norman  -n  . The  other  ch>ldren,  Wal- 
in  the  follow'  ’ W*  ^ ment>oned  more  fully 

died  June  3 ^ ^ January  2«-  >756.  and 
2,  177,  S™;  was  married  February 

died  July  26  , °n  GIover-  of  Newtown,  who 

eleven  childmi  who  it.  ninety-two'  Th^  had 

no  lines  of  descent  be  mentl°ned  here,  as 

i»»..  taT™  "V™c,'d  '"»<!»”•  j- 

'794,  Henry  Botofori  v4*  married-  Ma7  l8. 
h°rn  November  10  °1  Ne*t0,Wn,;  *lary  Ann, 

3°.  1878,  marrierl  776’  ,nd  died  September 
Annadine,  born  AmiT^  G over’  of  Newtown; 
]%  24,  ,78i  mP  ,8’  '7;9:  Huldah,  born 

fd  November  ™ ,'st  qT”  x9 lnfield’  and 
September  30  i7sj.  v7’  Sl  ,as  N'°rman,  born 
Isaac,  born  a 3’  Vo]ucia,  born  July  9 178c- 

!/88,  died  April  j?’  SaaC’  ^orn  December  10, 
'79',  died  August  ^ June  17 ’ 

' '794;  and  Heman’  ,862’  Marc'a>  born  May 
^ust  17,  1816  -K"6  26>  I796'  died 


, gust  '7,  1816  7,7m  June  26>  '796,  died 

Jr'  (1VJ.  was  born  3M  Na"ny’  dau?hter  of  John, 

Resumption  April  2^8  /s  ’ 'll*'  and  died  of 

M 7 22' '778,  to  Eliiab  Ik8'  She  was  ma™ed 
c-hjah  Sherman,  of  Woodbury, 


Conn.,  who  died  January  5,  1844,  at  the  age  of 
ninety.  Of  their  eleven  children,  the  eldest, 
John  N.,  born  December  28,  1779,  married  Mary 
Beers,  and  died  August  1,  1798,  of  consumption; 
Betsey,  born  September  22,  1781,  died  October 
8,  1798,  of  the  same  disease;  Elijah,  born  April 
23,  >7 83.  married  Fanny  Strong,  and  died  Octo- 
ber 23,  1854;  Isaac,  born  May  28,  1787,  mar- 
ried Rosetta  Root,  and  died  March  9,  1868; 
Anna,  born  December  24,  1789,  married  Joel 
Pierce,  and  died  March  13,  1846,  of  consump- 
tion; Samuel,  born  October  23,  1792,  married 
Julia  Preston,  and  died  September  11,  1844,  of 
bilious  fever;  George,  born  July  23,  1794,  was 
killed  October  22,  1798,  in  his  father’s  bark 
mill;  Rebecca,  born  October  1,  17 96,  married 
Chester  Foote,  of  Jonesville,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
April  20,  1883;  Amy,  born  October  29,  1798, 
died  in  Woodbury  January  13,  1813,  from  what 
was  known  as  New  Milford  fever;  Sally,  bom 
March  27,  1801,  married  Daniel  Abbott,  and 
died  in  October,  1889;  and  Charles,  born  Octo- 
ber 22,  1803,  married  Jerusha  Rogers,  and  died 
March  10,  1844,  of  heart  disease.  (4)  Amy, 
daughter  of  John.  Jr.  (IV),  was  born  February 
9,  1760,  and  died  in  October,  1849.  She  mar- 
ried John  Sanford,  of  Newtown,  who  died  Janu- 
ary 20,  1839,  aged  seventy-six  years  and  six 
months.  Of  their  three  children,  the  eldest, 
David,  born  August  1,  1783,  died  in  1804,  un- 
married; Elijah,  born  May  23,  1787,  married 
Abigail  E.  Tomlinson,  and  died  October  26, 
1849;  and  Charlotte,  bom  April  16,  1792,  mar- 
ried Rev.  B.  S.  Noble,  of  New  Milford,  Conn., 
and  their  son,  Gen.  Wm.  H.  Noble,  of 
Bridgeport,  died  January  18,  1894,  aged  eighty- 
one  years.  (5)  Lois,  daughter  of  John,  Jr.  (IV), 
was  born  January  26,  1762,  and  married  Jacob 
Wallace,  of  Newtown,  by  whom  she  had  six 
children,  viz.:  Abijah,  born  November  3,  1794, 
died  December  26,  1877,  in  Huntington,  Conn.; 
John,  born  in  1801,  died  April  26,  1886,  in 
Bridgeport,  Conn.;  Abigail;  Warren,  born  in 
1805,  died  June  17,  1835;  Polly,  who  married 
James  Staples;  Sally.  (6)  Betty,  born  January 
15,  1764,  married  Daniel  Foote,  and  removed 
to  Butternuts,  N.  Y.  (7)  Huldah,  born  October 
26,  1765,  died  October  15,  1804.  She  married 
Abner  Betts,  who  was  born  July  12,  1763,  and 
died  November  6,  1802.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren, whose  names  with  dates  of  birth  and  death 
are  as  follows:  David,  February  15,  1786,  died 
January  6,  1877;  Nathaniel,  February  2,  1788 
— September  15,  1856;  Betsey,  January  12, 
1789 — April  17,  1818;  Polly,  December  28, 

1792 — July  14,  1798;  and  John,  December  12, 
•794 — December  3,  1829.  (8)  Ruth,  born  Oc- 
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tober  5,  176s,  married  Solomon  Johnson,  and  I seventy-six.  The  names  of  their  two  children 
died  October  5,  1822.  (9)  Johanna,  born  No-  j properly  belong  in  the  paragraph  devoted  to  the 
vember  10,  1770,  died  July  9,  1771.  (to)  John,  seventh  generation,  but  as  both  died  at  an  early 
born  August  2,  1772,  died  of  consumption  Jan-  | age  they  will  be  mentioned  here  for  the  sake  of 
nary  23,  1836.  His  wife,  Nabby,  daughter  of  1 convenience:  Elizabeth  was  born  in  Bridgeport, 
Daniel  and  Abigail  (Northrop)  Baldwin,  was  born  ! and  died  when  about  six  years  old,  and  John 
December  20,  1771,  and  died  December  24,  | James,  born  July  25,  1832,  died  in  Kankakee, 
1859.  Of  their  five  children,  the  eldest,  (a)  | 111.,  July  3,  1855. 

Nanny,  born  September  27,  1796,  was  married  ; VII.  Of  the  sons  of  Walter  Northrop  (Vl), 
February  20,  1815,  to  Capt.  Oliver  Northrop  ' the  first,  Charles,  was  born  July  26,  1817,  and 
(mentioned  below  as  a descendant  of  Benjamin  | died  October  28,  1890.  He  was  married  March 
III),  and  died  November  25,  1835,  leaving  three  I 29,  1849.  to  Sophia  Amelia  Banks,  who  was  born 
sons,  Heman  G.,  Horatio  N.  and  Hosea  B.  I February  17,  1824.  daughter  of  Abram  and 
(b)  John  B.,  born  October  27,  1799,  was  a book-  ! Eunice  Banks,  of  Greenfield,  Conn.  (2)  Norman, 
keeper  in  Bridgeport  at  the  time  of  his  death  ! born  in  1821,  died  April  20,  1822.  (3)  Walter, 

from  consumption,  May  2,  1835.  (c)  Alonzo,  I born  June  27,  1823,  died  November  2,  1874-  He 

born  December  12,  1803,  followed  farming  as  an  was  married  March  24,  1844,  to  Emily  Botsford, 
occupation,  and  died  August  30,188).  He  mar-  who  was  born  February  19,  1824,  daughter  of 
ried  (first)  January  17,  1841,  Mary  Ann  Skid-  Daniel  Botsford.  of  Newtown.  They  had  five 
more  (who  died  August  24,  1854,  aged  forty-  i children,  Caroline  and  Emeline  (twins').  Sarah 
four),  and  (second),  on  October  2,  i860,  wedded  ! Eliza,  Annie  Belle  and  Emeline  A.,  all  of  whom 


Mrs.  Almira  Sherman,  widow  of  Nelson  Sher- 
man, who  died  August  15,  1882,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one.  (d)  Nelson,  born  September  26, 
1805,  was  a tailor  by  occupation,  and  his  death 
occurred  February  6,  1839.  from  consumption. 
He  was  married  October  23,  1836,  to  Mrs.  Abi- 
gail Walker,  a widow,  who  died  May  6,  1862, 
aged  seventy,  (e)  David,  born  July  21,  1810, 
who  was  a comb-maker  and  carpenter,  died  No- 
vember 12,  1883.  He  was  married  December 
26,  1836,  to  Sarah  Emily  Johnson,  who  was 
born  July  15,  1819,  a daughter  of  Samuel  John- 
son. of  Newtown. 

VI.  In  this  generation  only  the  names  of 
Walter  and  Norman,  sons  of  Peter  (V),  have 
been  carried  over  to  this  paragraph  as  the  lines 
of  descent  are  traced  through  them.  Walter 
Northrop  was  born  March  8,  1795,  and  followed 
farming,  his  death  occurring  August  8,  1874.  He 
was  married  four  times.  His  first  wife.  Rebecca, 
a daughter  of  Samuel  Northrop,  of  Newtown', 
died  November  12,  1821,  and  on  February  11’ 
1822,  he  married  Sally  Platt,  who  died  July  26. 
1846.  On  May  10,  1851.  he  married  Mrs.'Vol- 
ucia  Botsford,  a widow,  from  whom  he  was 
divorced  later,  and  on  May  13,  1863,  he  married 
Mrs.  Emily  L.  Hoyt,  a widow,  who  died  Novem- 
ber 12,  1884.  aged  sixty-eight.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage he  had  two  sons,  Charles  and  Norman,  and 
by  his  second  union  he  had  four,  Walter  Nor- 
man. William  N.  and  Jerome,  all  of  whom  are 
mentioned  in  the  next  paragraph.  Norman 
Northrop,  the  youngest  son  of  Peter  (V)  was 
born  June  24,  1800,  and  died  january  24  1866 

“Cr?e;,11!'  ”e  was  married  in  Danbury,  to 
Eliza  Selleck,  who  died  September  1,  1878,  aged 


I will  be  mentioned  in  the  next  paragraph.  (4) 
Norman  (2)  was  born  March  18,  1825,  and  was 
| married  September  12,  1847,  at  Easton,  Conn., 

I to  Julia  Sanford,  who  was  born  October  21, 
i 1826,  a daughter  of  Eben  Sanford.  The  two 
1 children  of  this  union,  Sarah  Maria  and  Charles 
I William,  are  mentioned  in  the  next  paragraph. 

(5)  William  N..  born  July  15,  1829,  was  married 
May  15,  1855,  in  Westport,  Conn.,  to  Julia, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Eveline  Lamberton. 
Their  children,  Mary  Eliza,  Charles  Henry,  John 
James  and  Mary  Hattie,  are  mentioned  below. 

(6)  Jerome,  youngest  son  of  Walter  (VI),  was 
born  December  8,  1833,  and  was  married  April 
19,  1859,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Lewis  L.  and 
Emeline  Stuart.  Their  two  children,  Nellie  L. 
and  Sarah  Frances,  are  mentioned  below. 

VII 1 . Of  the  children  of  Walter  Northrop 
(VII),  Caroline  and  Emeline,  born  December  i7> 
1845,  died  in  February,  1846,  the  former  on  the 
8th  and  the  latter  on  the  12th.  (3)  Sarah  Eliza, 

born  January  3.  1849,  was  married  April  2.  1873, 
to  Birdsey  Glover,  and  had  three  daughters, 
Emma,  Bessie  and  Florence,  who  are  mentioned 
below.  (4)  Annie  Belle,  born  October  20.  1852, 
was  married  September  10,  1872,  to  Orrin  B. 
Smith,  and  had  one  daughter,  Jessie,  mentioned 
in  the  following  paragraph.  (5)  Emeline  A., 
born  January  7,  1856,  was  married  October  19> 

1875,  to  William  Rowell,  and  died  April  12, 

1876.  Of  the  two  children  of  Norman  Northrop 
(VII),  Sarah  Maria,  born  October  21,  1849,  was- 

j married  September  24,  1873,  to  Walter  Glover, 

1 by  whom  she  had  two  sons,  William  B.  and  Nor- 
I man  B.,  who  are  mentioned  below.  (2)  Charles 
! William,  born  August  26,  185-4,  was  married 
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March  27,  1889,  to  Alice  D.,  daughter  of  D.  E. 
Kewes,  of  Crete,  111.,  and  has  had  two  children, 
Maud  A.  and  Julia  Loretta,  mentioned  below.  Of 
the  four  children  of  William  N.  Northrop  (VII), 
Marv  Eliza,  born  December  9,  1856,  died  De- 
cember 9,  186).  (2)  Charles  Henry,  born  No- 

vember 2 1 , 1859,  was  married  December  2S, 
18S7,  to  Mary  Grace,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Sophia  Hammond,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  V.,  and  has 
had  three  children,  Mary  Grace,  Eleanor  Louise 
and  Nelson  William,  mentioned  below.  (3) 
John  James,  born  November  9,  1862,  resides  in 
Newtown.  (4)  Mary  Hattie,  born  February  S, 
1865,  >s  at  home.  Of  the  two  children  of  Je- 
rome Northrop  (VII),  Nellie  L.  was  born  June 
t',  1863.  (2)  Sarah  Frances,  born  December 
8,  1869,  was  married  December  16,  1890,  to 
John  J.  Schermerhorn,  of  Newtown,  formerly  of 
e»  )ork  City,  who  died  February  21,  1895, 
aged  twenty-eight  years,  four  months  and  twen- 
ty-six days. 


v ,'u'  ]ll„the  Ime  of  descent  from  Walter 
Northrop  (VII),  we  have  in  this  generation  the 
three  daughters  of  Sarah  Eliza  Glover  viz  • 
Emma  born  January  7,  ,874;  Bessie,  Novem- 
Z i8.'5-  and  Florence,  August  31,  1882,  and 
the  daughter  of  Annie  Belle  Smith,  namely:  Jes- 

£"A"fst'6’  '873-  Of  the  descendants 

of  ="  \0rx,hr0p  <VI1)’  we  have  the  two 

Torn^h  Mam  Gl0Ver’  vi*':  Viliam  B„ 

<9  .808  LvH-  'l'  Wh°  married'  0ctober 
NY  ;nAdla  An"a  Benedict,  of  South  Salem, 

and  tJd.NOrm?n  R'  born  SePtember  6,  1881, 
NorthroD  ?aUgbters  of  Charles  William 

>8w  ?Tly\  Maud  A”  horn  August  6, 

1896!  0(,thA  LoreUa-  born  February  27, 
rop  (VII)  1 escendants  of  William  N.  North- 
Charles  Henr?.  «V*.  the  three  children  of 

fe^»"Z.£“5T88fviniFV';  »«r 

1S92;  Eleannr  t J 1888,  died  February  to, 
Nelson  William^  h bor”  December  19.  1889,  and 
completes  6'.  'Sg6-  This 

from  John  nji\  a descendacts  in  these  lines 
account  of  of**  Wi"  n°W  return  ,0  the 
111  f„  BenJamin  (III). 

miah  (11)  and*  ^orthrup,  fourth  son  of  Jere- 
lized  in  M,lfordginnSnk°  J°Saph  (lj’  was  baP' 
mason  by  occuoatinn  °u  r’  ‘696,  and  became  a 
the  pioneers  of  Newi  Hlsname  appears  among 

’'0ned  above t han  '7'2'  and  as  men 

and  in  i;20  Hp  d Iand  assigned  to  him  then 
Rational  Church  3 deacon  of  the  Congre- 

’724.  he  married  S ^ m WD'  °n  March  4, 
ar-V  25,  d Sarah  PIat‘.  who  died  Febru- 

hl,nself  passe5,j  ged  seventy-tw0  years,  and  he 

* .*  ..  .h«  ,e, 

death  being  occasioned  by  a 


fit.  He  had  eleven  children,  Benjamin,  Sarah, 
Phoebe,  Benjamin  (2),  Abigail,  Meriam,  Mercy, 
Alice,  Nathaniel,  Eunice  and  Elihu,  all  of  whom 
were  born  in  Newtown,  and  will  be  mentioned 
in  the  next  paragraph. 

IV.  Of  the  above,  (1)  Benjamin,  born  Febru- 
ary  7,  1725,  died  November  7,  1727.  (2)  Sarah, 
born  February  25,  1727,  died  December  5.  1787. 
She  married  Abner  Wakelee,  of  Roxbury,  Conn., 
who  died  July  22,  1769,  and  they  had  three 
children — Henry,  born  April  9,  1751;  Eunice, 
September  19,  1752;  and  Elizabeth,  born  July  8, 
*754.  who  was  married  March  9,  1780,  to  Thad- 
deus  Hurd,  of  Roxbury.  (3)  Phoebe,  twin  to 
Sarah,  was  married  May  14,  1760,  to  Joseph 
Rockwell,  of  Danbury.  (4)  Benjamin,  born 
February  24,  1 729,  was  married  March  24.  1755, 
to  Sarah  Prindle,  of  Newtown,  and  died  in  1785. 
He  had  eight  children.  Prudence,  Andrew,  Re- 
becca, Jerusha,  Naomi,  Alanson,  Oliver  and 
Annis,  who  are  mentioned  in  the  next  para- 
graph. (5)  Abigail,  born  January  9,  1734,  died 
June  21,  1816.  She  married  Samuel  Castle,  of 
Roxbury,  who  was  born  February  16,  1734,  and 
died  November  16,  1813.  They  had  six  chil- 
dren, Huldab.  Oliver,  Silas,  Nabby  or  Abigail, 
Zalnion  and  Northrop,  who  are  mentioned  be- 
low. (6)  Meriam  married  Gideon  Bristol,  and 
had  three  children,  on  Woodbury  Records — 
Philenfey,  born  August  23,  1765;  Meriam,  August 
16,  1767,  and  Joseph,  December  23,  1770.  (7) 

Mercy  married  Benjamin  Munger,  and  had  four 
children,  born  in  Woodbury,  Conn. : Benjamin, 
May  9,  1763;  Damaris,  born  July  27,  1765; 
Jesse,  December  3.  1767,  and  Caleb,  October 
12,  1769.  (8)  Alice  married.  January  5,  1760, 

Joseph  Botsford,  who  died  April  5,  1774.  (9) 

Nathaniel,  born  in  1740,  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing throughout  his  life,  and  died  at  a good  old 
age  May  j,  1812.  He  was  married  (first) 
November  10,  1767,  to  Esther,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Gould,  a pioneer  settler  of  Redding,  and 

his  second  wife's  name  was  Rebecca  . 

He  had  eight  children:  Nancy,  Grace,  Samuel, 

Susan,  Jerusha,  Andrew,  Esther  Ann  and  Heze- 
kiah,  all  of  whom  are  mentioned  below.  (10) 
Eunice,  baptized  June  3.  1743,  was  married 
November  17,  1768,  to  Ebenezer  Castle,  of  Rox- 
bury, who  was  born  August  25,  1743.  They  had 
three  children:  Samuel,  born  January  10,  1770; 

Eunice,  December  8,  1772,  and  Ebenezer.  April 
6,  1774.  (11)  Elihu,  baptized  February  16, 

1747,  is  mentioned  in  1775  in  connection  with 
the  distribution  of  his  father’s  estate. 

V.  From  the  above-named  children  of  Sarah, 
Meriam,  Mercy  and  Eunice  (IV),  no  lines  of  de- 
scent are  traced,  and  they  will  not  be  again  men- 
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tioned.  Of  the  eight  children  of  Benjamin  (IV), 

(1)  Prudence,  born  March  27.  1756.  married 
Thomas  Hall,  and  removed  to  Cornwall,  Vt. 

(2)  Andrew  was  born  September  24,  1757-  (3) 

Rebecca,  baptized  August  26,  1759,  married  Eben- 
ezer  Bostwick.  (4)  Jerusha  was  baptized  May  23, 

1762.  (5)  Naomi,  baptized  October  5,  1764,  mar- 

ried Gershom  Bostwick.  (6)  Alanson,  born  Sep- 
tember 24,  1765,  who  was  a carpenter  by  occu- 
pation, died  April  18,  1 8 1 2,  a horse  having  thrown 
him;  he  was  married  April  18,  1792,  to  Lydia, 
daughter  of  Eliphalet  and  Rebecca  (Baldwin) 
Hull,  and  she  survived  him  many  years,  dying 
January  9,  i860,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven. 
They  had  four  children:  Oliver.  Cyrenus,  Lydia 
Ann  and  Elizur,  who  are  mentioned  in  the  next 
paragraph.  (7)  Oliver  was  baptized  May  15, 
176S.  (8)  Annis  married  Amos  Baldwin,  and 

settled  at  Butternuts,  N.  Y.  Andrew  and  Oliver 
both  died  before  their  father,  Benjamin,  as  in 
his  will,  dated  1785,  he  calls  Alanson  his  only 
son.  Of  the  six  children  of  Abigail  Northrup 
(IV)  and  Samuel  Castle,  the  eldest.  Huldah, 
was  born  December  22,  1758.  (2^>  Oliver, 

born  April  8,  1761,  and  married  May  17,  1784,  to 
Thankful  Strong,  of  Woodbury,  Conn.,  died 
June  17,  1786.  (3)  Silas,  born  September  21, 

1763,  became  a physician;  he  died  December  5, 
1840,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  and  his  wife, 

Hannah  , of  Wethersfield.  Conn.,  died 

March  7.  1847,  at  the  same  age.  They  had  seven 
children:  Harry  H.  (who  is  supposed  to  be  the 
same  as  Harvey  H.);  Chancey  N.,  Abigail  R., 
Charles  H.,  Julia  H.,  Jerome  S.  and  Catherine 
L. , all  of  whom  are  mentioned  below.  (4)  Nabby 
(or  Abigail),  born  June  19.  1767,  was  married 
in  Roxbury.  Conn.,  January  31,  1791,  to  John 
Mosely.  (5)  Zalmon  was  born  April  6,  1774. 
(6)  Northrup  was  born  March  21,  1776.  Of  the 
eight  children  of  Nathaniel  Northrup  (IV),  the 
eldest,  Nancy,  born  February  i,  1769,  married 
Ziba  Washburn.  (2)  Grace,  born  July  24,  1771, 
married  William  Birch,  and  had  two  children. 
Samuel  and  Harriet,  who  are  mentioned  below. 
{3)  Samuel,  born  in  1773,  married  Clarissa  John- 
son, of  Newtown,  and  died  October  26,  1821. 
(4)  Susan  was  baptized  April  2,  1775.  (5)  Jer- 
usha, born  in  1 778,  married  Jacob  Johnson,  and 
died  October  30,  1828.  (6)  Andrew  married  a 

daughter  of  Jacob  Wallace.  (7)  Esther  Ann. 
(8)  Hezekiah,  born  February  1,  1780,  married, 
September  15,  1804,  Huldah  Johnson,  a daugh- 
ter of  Abel  Johnson,  of  Newtown,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 5,  1825;  he  had  eight  children. 

VI.  Of  the  children  of  Alanson  Northrup  (V), 
the  eldest,  Oliver,  known  as  Captain  Oliver,  was 
orn  August  24,  1793,  and  followed  farming.  He 


was  connected  with  public  business  during  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life,  and  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  General  Assembly  in  1836,  and  as  a 
selectman  for  six  years,  while  he  was  frequently 
called  upon  to  act  as  administrator  and  executor 
in  settling  estates.  On  February  20,  1815,  he 
married  Nanny  Northrup,  who  is  mentioned  above 
as  a descendant  of  John  (III).  Her  death  oc- 
curred November  25,  1835*  from  consumption, 
and  on  April  30,  1843,  he  married  Mrs.  Jerusha 
Skidmore,  a widow,  from  whom  he  was  divorced. 
He  died  May  4,  1871,  from  typhoid  fever.  The 
three  children  of  his  first  marriage,  Heman  G., 
Horatio  N.  and  Hosea  B..  are  mentioned  in  the 
next  paragraph.  (2)  Cyrenius,  born  October  24, 
1795,  engaged  in  farming,  and  died  May  30,  1869, 
from  dropsy.  He  was  married  October  22,  1821, 
to  Phoebe  Ann  Parmalee,  who  was  born  August 
29,  1799,  a daughter  of  Amos  Parmalee,  of  New- 
town, and  she  survived  him,  dying  February  to, 
1891,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one.  from  pneumonia. 
Their  three  children,  Mary  Eliza,  Horace  and 
Lydia  Ann,  are  mentioned  below.  (3)  Lydia 
Ann,  daughter  of  Alanson  (V),  was  born  Sep- 
tember 7,  1799,  and  died  July  12,  1862.  She 
was  married  July  2,  1817,  to  Timothy  A.  Bene- 
dict, of  Bethel,  who  died  December  14,  1878. 
Their  three  children,  Rebecca.  Juliette  and  Gran- 
ville. are  mentioned  below.  (4)  Elizur,  youngest 
child  of  Alanson  (V),  was  born  August  21,  1807, 
became  a farmer  and  comb-maker,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 21,  1868.  He  was  married  March  25,  1828, 

to  Charlotte  Johnson,  daughter  of  Samuel  John- 
son. She  died  March  8,  1839,  aged  twenty-eight 
years  and  ten  months,  and  on  June  21,  1839.  he 
married  Delia  Sherwood,  who  survived  him,  and 
was  married  July  15,  1873,  to  a second  husband, 
Wooster  Ives,  of  Wallingford,  Conn.:  she  died 
April  24,  1883,  aged  sixty-one.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage he  had  six  children,  Juliette,  Alanson,  Em- 
ily, John,  Harriet  and  Charlotte,  and  by  the 
second  he  had  two,  John  and  Phoebe  Ann,  all  of 
whom  are  mentioned  among  the  seventh  genera- 
tion. Of  the  seven  children  of  Dr.  Silas  Castle 
(V),  the  eldest.  Harvey  H.,  born  October  5- 
1796,  was  married  (first)  on  September  24,  1818, 
to  Lucinda  Youngs,  who  died  February  1,  1850, 
aged  fifty.  On  October  28,  1852,  he  married 
Widow'  Irene  Summers,  and  his  death  occurred 
February  10,  1873.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had 
one  child,  Emeline  L.,  born  July  1,  1822.  (2) 

Chancey  N.,  born  May  12,  *799.  was  married 
December  7,  1828,  to  Sarah  Amanda  Minor,  by 
whom  he  had  two  daughters,  Frances,  who  died 
in  1837,  and  Henriette  V.,  born  September  3- 
1838,  who  w'as  married  January  3-  1865,  K- 
T.  Kendall,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.  (3)  Abigail  R. 
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born  July  22.  1805,  was  married  March  28,  1824, 
to  Heman  Patterson.  (4)  Charles  H.  was  born 
July  1 8,  1824.  (s)  Julia  H.,  born  December  14, 

1826,  was  married  September  2,  1848,  to  Edward 
A.  Garlick.  (6)  Jerome  S. , born  December  3, 
1829,  was  married  May  24,  1852,  to  Mary  H.' 
Garlick,  and  died  February  2,  1862.  (7)  Cath- 

erine L„  born  July  2,  1833,  was  married  October 
26,  1853,  to  Eliad  Taylor.  Of  the  two  children 
of  Grace  Northrup  (V)  and  William  Birch 
namely:  Samuel  and  Harriet,  the  latter  was 
born  July  25,  1791,  and  died  May  26,  1887. 
She  married  Samuel  Toucey,  who  was  born  June 
i,  1789.  and  died  July  21,  1850.  Their  children 
were  Charles  born  October  8,  1808,  died  March 
14.  1880;  William,  December  15,  1810,  died 
February  15  1894;  Russell,  July  25,  1814,  was 

JLTm  ,a>'  25’  l836:  Walter,- April  4.  18.8, 
led  March  24,  1841;  Laura,  April  4,  1820.  died 

trabTr^iSos'  n40i  ab°Ut  l827,  died  SeP- 
ember  ,898;  Clanssa.  June  11,  1828,  died  June 

,8i1’  and  Donaid.  October  5,  1830,  died 

Bemand^;ede8ricic.there  ‘W°  0lher  sons- 

rojvr  °ithetuee  S°,nS0f  CaP‘-  01iver  North- 
eldest-  Heman  G-  born  Octo- 

d'ed  April  6 ;8-W-h°frWaS  a,CarPenter  b>'  trade. 

ried  Anri  fi  l8^’from  epilepsy.  He  was  mar- 
12  1810  A8'  V8,38’  l°Fanny  Dimon,  born  July 
Ihmon  ^“ghKter  °'Gershom  and  Lucy  (Peck) 
Annie  Fli7lh  Khalthreech,ldren'  of  whom,  (1) 

0 er  s 2-3’  ,8<2'  Was  ’ 

town  who  H'8^1’-  t0.Francis  W.  Platt,  of  New- 
ber  1 1 lS--  d/nf  Wa,erbury.  Conn..  Novem- 
thirty-seven'’/?!  ,typho,d  ,ever-  a‘  the  age  of 
20,  1846  died  nprLU<k  Amel,a'  born  November 
Wilbur  bo  n ,DeCember  3>.  <891.  (3)  Georg, 

uary  1 j j go  June2°,  1859,  was  married  Jan 

town  and  hac  v,  Fran5es  E-  Merrell,  of  New 
born  January  T-  Cbi>dren:  Ra>’m°"d  G. 
and  Mabel  F V»!ri!  ’ ***  a"o  D-’  Juiy  3'  1884 

ninth  generation  f b 2?’  l886,  ,bls  being  tb< 
Horatio  N seconH°m  J°fePh  of  Milford-  2 
Was  born  ianl,  d S0"  ° CaPl-  °liver  (VI) 

and  died  February  ff'  mf' f farmer 
was  married  , 3’  „84,  from  paralysis.  H< 
wh°  was  bom  no  '2’  ,8s3’  t0  Louisa  French, 
n«.v  and  Betsev  m*  5\\82£  dau8hter  of  Tur- 
thr«  children  I,) (|ij!.n? lt)  ,French-  Of  theii 
1856,  was  moE-  j x,°U,Sa’  b°fn  Decembei 
Lauren  Skidm  m rr‘ed  November  9,  1876,  tc 
July  4,  .855  Nr°Wn’  wb°  was^  born 

was  married  Novimh'Ver  ob°rn  0ctober  30,  1 861, 
both,  daughter  28,  lS9°’  to  Mary  Eli^a- 
MeIissa  (Hubbein  mT  Sh,erman  and  Jane 
and  has  had  one  cliil^c- Tasbua,  Conn., 

0 one  child,  Edith  Hazel,  born  Decern! 


ber  16,  1892,  thus  continuing  this  line  also  to  the 
ninth  generation.  (3)  Turney,  born  November 
9.  >863,  was  married  November  9,  1892,  to 
Novella,  daughter  of  Moses  H.  and  Anna  Maria 
Thorp,  of  Easton,  Conn.,  and  has  had  two  chil- 
dren, Moses  Stanley  (IX),  born  July  13,  1895, 
and  Elliott  Sherwood,  born  March  16,  1897. 
3.  Hosea  B.,  youngest  son  of  Captain  Oliver 
(VI),  was  born  June  20,  1828,  and  is  now  a 
prosperous  agriculturist  of  Newtown.-  He  was 
married  March  17,  1852,  to  Juliette  Fairchild, 
born  August  5,  1832,  daughter  of  Peter  W. 
and  Caroline  (Briscoe)  Fairchild.  Two  children 
were  born  of  this  union,  and  here  also  the  lines  of 
descent  are  continued  to  the  ninth  generation.  (1) 
Caroline  Emily,  born  August  23,  1862,  was  mar- 
ried October  13.  1881,  to  Frederick  C.  Sanford 
(who  was  born  January  1,  1857,  son  of  William 
O.  and  Lydia  A.  Wheeler  Sanford,  of  Weston, 
Conn.),  and  they  have  had  two  children: 
Juliette  F.,  born  January  26,  1885,  and  Eva  L., 
born  November  24,  1887.  (2)  Annie  Cornelia, 

born  October  16,  1866,  was  married  June  12, 
1889,  to  Arthur  J.  Wilson  (who  was  born  De- 
cember 6,  1867,  a son  of  James  W.  and  Adeline 
Ives  Wilson),  and  they  have  had  one  child, 
Annie  Caroline,  born  January  10,  1896.  Of  the 
three  children  of  Cyrenius  Northrop  (VI),  (1) 
Mary  Elizabeth,  born  July  22,  1822,  died  Sep- 
tember 15,  1846.  (2)  Horace,  born  December 

12,  1827,  is  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  was 
married  November  9,  1851,  to  Sylvia  Nichols, 
who  was  born  January  5,  1828,  a daughter  of 
John  L.  and  Emily  Mallett  Nichols,  of  Tashua, 
Conn.,  and  they  have  had  five  children:  Mary 

Elizabeth,  born  November,  18,  1853,  died 

January  8,  1872.  of  consumption;  Emma  Jane 
born  September  27,  1855;  Lydia  Augusta, 

born  October  1,  1857;  Clara  Louise,  bom 

April  25,  i860,  and  William  Nichols,  born 
October  7,  1863.  (3)  Lydia  Ann,  bom  Sep- 

tember 22,  1828,  was  married  June  19.  1853,  to 
Homer  Hurd  Dikeman,  of  Cheshire,  Conn.,  who 
died  October  15,  1865,  in  New  Orleans,  of  con- 
sumption, and  her  death  occurred  February  1 5, 
1891,  from  pneumonia  and  heart  disease.  Lydia 
Ann  (Northrop)  Benedict  (VI),  daughter  of  Alan- 
son  (V),  had  .three  children  as  noted  above.  (1) 
Rebecca,  born  September  15,  1821,  was  married 
October  15,  i860,  to  George  Parmalee,  and  died 
July  27,  1877.  (2)  Juliette,  born  September  13, 

1823,  was  married  May  13,  1848,  to  Almon  Ed- 
wards, of  Trumbull,  Conn.,  who  died  March  16, 
1885,  of  heart  disease.  She  died  March  22, 
1898,  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.  (3)  Granville,  born 
August  2i,  1826,  settled  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  married  January  1,  1857,  to  Sarah  Moshier, 
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of  that  city.  They  have  had  two  children:  ! 
Marion  Delia,  born  January  20.  i860,  who  was  ] 
married  January  19,  1887,  to  David  Wolcott,  of  1 
Utica;  and  George  Herman,  born  February  9, 

1 864.  who  is  now  a florist  in  the  same  city.  Of  the 
children  of  Elizur  (VI),  youngest  son  of  Alanson 
(V),  1.  Juliette,  born  April  23,  1831,  was  married 
] ulv  5,  1852,  in  Danbury,  to  Dr.  William  H. 
Bronson,  a native  of  Danbury,  who  died  in  New- 
town October  5,  1874,  of  consumption,  and  her 
own  death  occurred  in  Danbury  December  14, 
1882.  They  had  three  children:  Eudora,  born 
March  16.  1854,  in  Bethel,  died  August  13,1873, 
in  Newtown;  Catherine  J.,  born  April  24,  1858, 
died  August  15,  1875,  of  consumption,  and  Will- 
iam T.,  the  youngest,  was  born  August  12,  1869. 

2.  Alanson.  born  August  6.  1832,  died  March  3, 
1836.  3.  Emily,  born  January  5,  1834.  was 

married  Februarv  1,  1852,  to  Jerome  H.  Bots- 
ford.  son  of  Austin  Botsford.  She  died  January 
S,  1879,  and  he  died  on  the  20th  of  the  same 
month.  They  had  six  children;  and  three  have 
descendants  in  the  ninth  generation.  (1)  Henry 
Bronson,  born  November  22,  1852,  was  married 
November  22,  1872.  to  Ella  M.  Couch,  daughter 
of  Nathan  and  Betsey  Couch,  and  he  died  April 
14.  1877.  from  accidental  injuries,  a brick  wall 
falling  on  him.  He  left  one  son,  Leonard  Austin, 
born  January  6,  1876.  (2)  Samuel  Johnson,  born 
September  25,  1854.  was  married  May  10,  1882, 
to  Ella  M.  (Couch)  Botsford,  and  has  had  chil- 
dren: Gertrude  E.,  born  March  10.  1883; 

Herbert  C..  May  18,  1885;  Robert  C.,  August  8, 
1887:  and  FrancesAdella,  September  10, 1893.  (3) 
Adella  Frances,  born  August  22,  1856.  (4) 

Homer  Clavton,  born  Februarv  20,  1859  died 
July  20,  1872.  (5)  Charlotte  Amelia,  born  Jan- 
uary 10.  1861.  (6)  Emily  Volucia,  born  Feb- 

ruary 10,  1865.  wasmarried  November  25,  1885, 
to  Lester  K.  Coleman,  of  Danbury,  and  has  three 
children:  Willis,  born  March  23,’  1886:  Marjorie 
Adella.  born  October  n,  1889,  and  Clayton, born 
August  14,  1893.  4.  John,  born  October  15, 

1835,  died  May  15,  1839.  5.  Harriet,  born 

April  29.  1837,  was  married  March  13,  1866,  to 
Oliver  M.  Allen,  a dentist,  then  of  Marion.  Wayne 
Co.,  N.  \ but  later  (in  18901  a resident  of 
Bridgeton,  N.  J.  They  have  had  four  children' 
Ida  May.  born  May  24.  1867;  Nellie  Grace 
August  7.  1870;  Arthur  Parker,  June  1,  1873; 
and  Addie  Belle,  May  31,  1876.  6.  Charlotte,’ 

bom  September  to,  1838,  wasmarried  March  18! 

1 868.  at  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  to  Hiram  Pulling! 
of  Ridgefield.  Conn.,  now  a resident  of  Danburv 
They  had  four  children:  Harriet  Gertrude,  born 
December  23,  1869,  was  married  November  18, 
>891.  to  S.  Ernest  Downs,  of  Danbury;  Achsah 


Lurana,  born  September  13,  1872.  died  June  5, 
1874;  Emily  Agnes,  born  September  8,  1874, 
died  August  26,  1875;  and  Charlotte  Marion, the 
youngest,  born  January  8,  1876.  7.  John  (2), 

born  November  15.  1842.  married  (first)  Mary  V. 
Beardsley,  of  Monroe,  this  county,  from  whom 
he  was  divorced.  On  October  24,  1872,  he  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Annie  Sherwood,  a widow,  who  died 
February  S,  1873.  of  consumption,  and  on  June 
14,  1879.  he  married  Mary  Tomlinson,  of  New- 
town, Conn.  He  died  March  31,  1897,  in  Joliet, 
111.;  no  children.  S.  Phoebe  Ann,  born  June 
21,  1845,  was  married  January  22,  1866,  to 
Prosper  Beach,  of  Trumbull,  who  was  drowned 
July  tt,  1886.  They  had  two  children:  Ernest, 
born  April  26.  1867,  who  was  married.  November 
24,  1887,  to  Harriet  Coneway;  and  Elizur,  born 
May  25,  1871. 


.AVID  NORTHROP  (deceased),  formerly  of 

' Newtown,  Fairfield  county,  was  born  July  21, 

1810,  in  Newtown,  the  son  of  John,  and  great- 
grandson  of  Lieut.  John  (III).  [See  sketch  of 
Northrop  family.] 

David  Northrop  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  neighborhood,  and  in  the  Newtown 
Academy.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  comb- 
maker's  trade,  and  also  worked  at  carpentering 
at  times,  but  finally  he  devoted  his  attention  to 
agriculture,  as  he  owned  a good  farm.  The  old 
brick  house  on  his  father’s  farm  was  built  in  1825. 
and  the  new  one.  in  which  his  life  was  passed,  in 

1841.  He  was  a man  of  good  information, and  took 

some  part  in  public  affairs,  representing  the  town 
in  the  Legislature  previous  to  the  Civil  wai.  In 
his  religious  views  he  was  a Universalist,  and  in 
politics  he  was  a Democrat.  He  was  public- 
spirited  and  a respected  citizen,  became  success- 
ful in  his  farming  and  business  operations,  and 
acquired  considerable  property  through  his  own 
efforts.  He  died  November  12,  1883;  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Emily  (Johnson)  Northorp,  still  survives. 

Samuel  Johnson,  father  of  Mrs.  David  North- 
rop, was  born  September  18,  1780.  and  be- 

came a well-known  agriculturist  of  Huntington 
District,  town  of  Newtown.  On  December  27. 
1805.  he  married  Sally  A.  Griffin,  who  was  born 
March  to.  1782,  and  their  family  was  comprised 
of  the  following  named  children,  their  names 
and  dates  of  birth  being  given:  Alonzo.  Novem- 
ber 2,  1 806;  Julia.  February  24,  1808;  Charlotte* 
May  1,  1810:  John,  July  6 (or  16),  1812;  Abel. 
March  20.  1813;  Philo,  December  6,  1814;  Am 
drew  J.,  March  9.  1816;  Albert  J.,  November  9. 
1817;  Emilv,  June  15,  1819;  and  Reuben  J-- 

May  19,  1821. 
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MOSEA  B.  NORTHROP.  This  well-known 
agriculturist  resides  about  two  miles  south- 
east of  Newtown  village,  upon  an  attractive 
homestead  which  has  been  in  the  possession  of 
his  family  since  1712,  his  ancestors  having  been 
among  the  first  settlers  of  that  vicinity.  Mr. 
Northrop,  like  all  of  the  name  in  this  county,  is 
a descendant  of  Joseph  Northrup,  a native  of 
England,  and  a pioneer  settler  at  Milford.  Conn. 
A genealogical  record  appears  a few  pages  back 
m which  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Northrop 
is  descended,  in  both  paternal  and  maternal 
lines,  from  Joseph,  of  Milford,  his  father,  Capt. 
Oliver  Northrop,  tracing  his  descent  through 
enjamin,  grandson  of  Joseph,  and  fourth  son  of 
Jeremiah,  and  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
^•nny  Nortbop,  throufh  John,  grandson  of 
Joseph,  and  eldest  son  of  Jeremiah. 

Mr.  Northrop,  our  subject,  was  born  in  New- 
town, June  20.  1828,  and  received  as  good 
educatmna1  opportunities  as  the  locality  afforded 

NPw.  dal’  h'SC0UrSe  in  the  district  schools  of 
at  I nHv  demg,SUp,plemented  with  an  attendance 
VJZT  Su00i  in  Taunton  conducted  by 
Dresent  h'  Hejremained  with  his  father  at  the 

homestead  nntU  he  reached  the  age  °f 

below  Fo  ?en  he.removed  t°  ‘he  farm  just 

latter  ' place  7™  ™ ^ he  resided  at  the 

hom«t~,a'  u return'ng  to  the  old 

judicious  W erehe  1,35  s'nce  remained.  His 
him h L 1anag;ment  0f  his  estate  has  won  for 
advice  unon  finnd'n^,n  busi"ess  circles,  and  his 
At  presem  he  ,nsC‘a  T"™  ’S  h'shl-v  val“ed. 

Savings  Bank  Polir'^f10!!  the  Newtow" 
votinp  inH  j litically  he  is  conservative 

measures A^holl  H the  beSt  men  an<* 

takeoffice  hp  h ^ be  bas  °^en  been  urged  to 
185  *’  he  mSmVarJa^  dedined-  ^rch 

bv  whom’he  ha^  hrad  M,ss  Juliette  Fairchild. 

Emily,  born  August  *T862hildren:  (,)  CaroJine 
ber  '3.  1881  .nSp  }'  . ?62,  was  married  Octo- 

‘°n,  Conn  bom  1 redenck  C Sanfor<L  of  Wes- 

«m  0.  and  Lvdii  AUacy  V l8s7’  son  of  Will- 

had  1W0  dauefirc  1 ran,0rd'  and  ‘hey  have 
26’  1 885,  an(f fv,  , J“llette  F.,  born  January 
(2)  Annie  Cornelia  h”  November  24,  1887. 
married  JUne  l2  °Actober  ,6-  >866,  was 

Pocernber  6 1867  9'  t0  Arthur  J.  Wilson,  born 

Wilson.  and’thevhJ *n,of  James  w-  and  Adeline 
Caroline  b0  n la  had  0ne  daugh.er-Annie 
,s  ,d«..fied  vit,h  h yr,°’  ,896'  The  iarr)ilv 
a?d  alwavs  b ' * Con6regational  Church, 

,he  neighborhood  the  social  life 

^u8ust  5 1832  a da  Northrop  was  born 

^arolme  (Briscoe)  FaiSer  tJT*  W'  and 

Br,Scoe  families  are  well  knn  6 Fa,rchi]d  and 
well  known  m this  section, 


and  she  is  also  related  to  other  leading  families 
including  the  Sherman  and  Glover  lines.  Capt. 
Henry  Glover,  who  was  prominent  in  the  early 
history  of  the  county,  married  (first)  Sarah 
Bassett,  and  (second,  on  November  14,  1762) 
Ann  Sanford,  by  whom  he  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Sarah,  born  November  6,  1763  (the  great- 
grandmother of  Mrs.  Northrop);  Anna,  born 
October  27,  1765;  Rhoda,  born  February  25, 
1769;  Simeon,  born  May  14,  1772;  Prudence, 
born  November  3,  1774;  Henry,  born  April  7, 

1 779J  and  Lucy,  born  in  July,  1782.  Ann  San- 
ford, wife  of  Henry  Glover,  died  February  3, 
1814,  aged  seventy-two  years.  Sarah  Glover 
married  Lewis  Sherman,  and  their  daughter  Anna 
became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Briscoe,  of  Newtown, 
and  the  mother  of  Caroline  Briscoe,  mentioned 
above. 


BRISCOE.  The  Newtown  Briscoes,  who  de- 
scended from  Lieutenant  Nathaniel  Briscoe, 
of  Milford  and  Newtown,  trace  their  ancestry  back 
to  Edward  Briscoe  or  Biscoe,  and  his  wife  Ann, 
of  England.  He  was  buried  at  Little  Messen- 
den,  England,  June  1,  1553. 

The  line  of  Lieutenant  Briscoe's  descent  is 
from  Edward  through  John,  who  married  July  18, 
•567,  Johan  Randall,  daughter  of  Edward  Ran- 
dall; Nathaniel;  Nathaniel  (2);  Nathaniel (3),  and 
James. 

Edward  Briscoe,  a son  of  John,  was  baptized 
in  Little  Messenden,  England,  July  31,  1569, 
and  died  in  1605.  Married  Alice,  a daughter  of 
Henry  Taylor. 

Nathaniel  Briscoe,  son  of  Edward,  was  bap- 
tized November  16,  1595,  and  was  married 
October  21,  1615,  to  Elizabeth  Honor,  daughter 
of  Henry  Honor.  He  came  to  America  with  his 
family  in  1639,  but  returned  to  England  in  1651. 
[Savage  mentions  him  as  being  at  Watertown,  a 
rich  tanner,  and  a selectman  in  1648  and  1650.] 
His  wife  died  in  Watertown,  Mass.,  and  was 
buried  November  20,  1642. 

Nathaniel  Briscoe  (2),  son  of  Nathaniel,  was 
baptized  in  Little  Messenden,  England,  May  18, 
1629.  [Savage  mentions  him  as  being  at  Cam- 
bridge in  1 639,  and  says  that  he  probably  moved  to 
Milford,  Conn.,  before  1646,  as  he  was  an  early 
settler  there.  His  descendants  seem  to  have  re- 
moved from  Milford  before  1721  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Samuel,  and  they  probably  went  to  New- 
town, as  the  names  of  James  and  Nathaniel  Bris- 
coe are  found  in  the  list  of  pioneers  of  1712.] 
Nathaniel  Briscoe  (3),  of  Milford,  Conn.,  was 
baptized  in  January,  1647,  married  November  29, 
1672,  Mary  Camp,  daughter  of  Edward  Camp, 
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and  died  in  1690.  [Savage  names  his  children 
as  James,  born  August  14,  1673;  Mary,  born 
November  15,  1675;  Samuel,  born  March  4, 
1678;  Sarah,  born  January  22,  1681;  Abigail, 
born  November  1,  1684;  John,  baptized  Febru- 
ary, 1687;  and  Dinah,  baptized  December,  1689, 
died  young;  and  says  Nathaniel  died  the  next 
year.] 

James  Briscoe,  son  of  Nathaniel  Briscoe  (3), 
born  August  14.  1673,  married  June  1,  1699, 
Elizabeth  Adams. 

Lieut.  Nathaniel  Briscoe,  son  of  James,  born 
June  16,  1708,  in  Milford,  Conn.,  was  married 
late  in  life  (about  1770)  to  Eunice  Hurd  Johnson, 
of  Monroe,  Conn.  He  died  in  July,  1790,  and 
she  passed  away  December  22,  1838,  aged 
ninety-six  years.  Lieutenant  Briscoe  removed 
from  Milford  to  Newtown,  Conn.,  and  there 
passed  the  rest  of  his  life  in  farming,  keep- 
ing a number  of  slaves.  He  owned  a large 
amount  of  real  estate,  and  the  homestead  which 
he  occupied  is  now  a part  of  Newtown  cemetery. 
He  was  quite  active  in  public  affairs,  as  the 
records  show  that  he  was  selectman  of  the  town 
for  ten  years  between  1743  and  1778.  In  1768 
he  and  Capt.  Amos  Botsford  gave  the  bell  to  the 
Congregational  Church,  at  Newtown,  which  is 
still  in  use.  Lieut.  Nathaniel  had  three  children: 
(1)  Eunice  Briscoe,  baptized  May  12,  1774, 

married  Thompson  Booth,  of  Bridgewater,  Conn. 
Their  children  were:  Maria  Emma  married  James 
Hepburn,  of  Milford,  and  died  soon  after  her 
marriage;  Louisa  died  in  New  Milford  in  1877, 
unmarried,  aged  seventy-five;  Lyman  went  to 
Berkshire,  Mass.;  Charles  went  to  Illinois;  Susan 
and  Laura  were  unmarried.  (2)  Isaac  Briscoe, 
born  in  1781,  died  June  26,  1812,  married  in 
February,  1801,  Anna  Sherman,  daughter  of 
Lewis  and  Sarah  (Glover)  Sherman,  and  had 
children:  Amy,  bom  June  6,  1802,  married  Au- 
gust 30,  1819,  William  Tomlinson;  Lewis  S.  is 
mentioned  farther  on;  Harriet,  born  November 
16.  1806,  married  June  5,  1827,  Horace  Dibble, 
of  Brookfield,  Conn.,  and  resided  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.;  Polly,  born  April  9,  1808,  married  in 
1824,  David  J.  Glover,  of  Newtown;  Sally,  born 
April  2,  18 to,  married  June  i,  1828,  Alonzo  C. 
Frost,  of  Bridgewater,  Conn. ; and  Caroline,  born 
November  16,  181 1,  married  December  27,  1829, 
Peter  Warren  Fairchild  (they  were  parents  of 
Mrs.  Hosea  Northrop),  who  died  February  29, 
1884.  She  died  November  1 1,  1884. 

(31  Nathaniel  Briscoe,  born  September  22, 
1784,  died  January  5,  1869.  He  had  a remark- 
able memory,  and  was  known  as  “'Preacher 
Briscoe  ” from  the  fact  that  as  a child  he  would 
mount  a chair  on  returning  from  Church  and 


repeat  the  sermon  verbatim.  For  many  years 
he  taught  school  with  marked  success.  About 
1862  he  made  his  home  in  Palestine  with  a son 
who  had  purchased  Mrs.  Jerusha  Skidmores 
homestead.  He  was  married  (first)  on  October 
2,  1808,  to  Hannah  Leach,  and  their  children 
were:  Susan,  born  March  20,  1810,  married 
October  23,  1828,  Alfred  Wixon;  and  Mary,  born 
in  March,  1812,  married  Joseph  G.  Ferris,  of 
Newtown.  On  September  1 7>  1820,  he  married 
Sally  D.  Raymond,  who  died  August  2,  1869, 
aged  seventy-six  years  and  six  months.  The 
children  by  the  second  wife  were:  Priscilla  Eliza- 
beth, born  June  28.  1823,  died  December  6, 
1842;  Bradley  D.,  born  March  17,  *825,  died 
March  11,  1871;  Miranda,  born  1827,  married 
Deransel  Hall,  and  died  April  18,  1886. 

Lewis  S.  Briscoe,  son  of  Isaac  Briscoe,  was  a 
resident  of  Taunton  District,  where  he  farmed 
and  dealt  extensively  in  cattle.  He  was  one  of 
the  active  business  men  of  his  town  at  that  time. 
He  was  born  August  23,  1803,  and  died  January 
27,  1880.  In  1855  he  served  as  selectman.  He 
married  November  6,  1824,  Jane  E.  Pettis,  who 
died  August  30,  1895,  aged  ninety  years,  and 
their  children  were:  Isaac,  born  August  29,  1825, 
married  on  February  5,  1849,  Cornelia  Fair- 
child,  of  Newtown;  Cornelia  E.,  born  Dec.  14. 
1827,  married  Dec.  25, 1850,  Edward  Crofut,  who 
died  August  19.  1859,  aged  thirty-three,  and  she 
died  June  24,  1895;  Theodore,  born  June,  1831, 
died  January  25.  1832;  Gustavus,  born  December, 
1835.  married  November  27.  1855,  to  Susan  Tay- 
lor, daughter  of  Hoyt  Taylor,  and  died  Septem- 
ber 25,  1863;  Louisa  S..  born  March  31,  1 
married  February  27,  1855,  Leroy  Taylor,  and 
died  June  1.  1861;  Charles  L.,born  February  6, 
1845,  married  June  12,  1864,  Jenette  Taylor, 
daughter  of  Hoyt  Taylor. 

Charles  Briscoe,  son  of  Isaac  Briscoe,  born 
February  7,  1S05,  married,  in  1826,  Mary  Davi- 
son, of  Milford,  Conn.  He  died  in  Newtown, 
Conn.,  November  28,  1843,  and  she  died  in  En- 
field, Conn.,  March  7,  1889.  She  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church.  After  her 
daughter  Mary's  death  she  made  her  home  with 
her  son,  Judge  Charles  H.  Briscoe.  Charles 
Briscoe  was  a tanner,  and  owned  a tannery  m 
Newtown  village;  also  owned  the  home  next  to 
that  of  the  late  Marcus  C.  Hawley  in  the  Street. 
He  had  four  children:  (1)  Harriet  Briscoe  mar- 
ried July  2S,  1851,  Henry  Mygatt,  arid  moved  to 
California.  (2)  Mary  E.  Briscoe  died  July  3*> 
1881,  aged  fifty-three  years.  (3)  Hon.  Charles 
Henry  Briscoe  was  born  December  20,  1 83 1 • ,n 
Newtown.  He  read  law  with  Amos  S.  Treat, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Fairfield  county 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


299 


in  1854.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  lo- 
cated in  Enfield,  Conn.,  in  practice,  and  has  ever 
since  resided  there,  but  in  1 868  he  removed  his 
office  to  Hartford.  In  1857,  1864  and  1878  he 
represented  Enfield  in  the  General  Assembly, 
being  speaker  of  the  House  in  1878.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Senate  in  1861,  and  served 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
He  was  the  first  judge  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  for  Hartford  county,  serving  from  1869  to 
1875.  In  1855  Judge  Briscoe  was  married  to 
Anna  J.  Traver,  of  Newark,  N.  J.  She  died  in 
if arch,  1 87 5 , and  June  18,  1878,  he  married 
Alice  E.  Bradley,  daughter  of  George  W.  Brad- 
ley, of  Newtown,  Conn.  His  children  by  the 
first  marriage  were:  Willis  A..  Annie  T.  and  Alice 
M.  (4)  Willis  Briscoe  died  in  Panama. 


HOYT,  M.  D. , a leading  physi- 

V cian  and  surgeon  of  Bridgeport,  is  well  wor- 

' 1 " Promment  mention  in  this  volume,  not 

his  success  as  a medical  practi- 

hasW  Ut  a S(°  3S,a  Cltlzen  whose  public  spirit 

Lerests  ^ 6Sted  Hearty  suPPort  of  ‘he  best 
interests  of  the  community. 

NoahhHov*°»K  nm‘ly  ’S  ot  CoJonial  stock,  and 
was  bn™3^ t’t^e^octors  great-great-grandfather, 
some  amhPrv3b  y Amenca  and-  according  to 
S t"65’  ™de  his  home  at  or  near  the 

dred  Ld  " “ry‘  He  dled  at  the  a6e  of  one  hnn- 
S mnTfJ*8"-  JeSSe  Hoyt’  our  subject’s 
bury  Tn  f t ' ^ pr°bably  3 native  of  Da"- 

died  at  the  3 far,mer  by  occupation;  he 

Lewis  StenhARew0f  °"e  hundred  and  °ne  years, 
ject  was  t Hoy*,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 

He  w s iDanbury’  and  became  a fa™« 
% and  laid  ,!  !?  n0ted  surveyorof  the  early 
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of  his  death,  a surveyor  by  occupation,  which  he 
followed  all  through  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 
She  died  May  to,  1887.  Our  subject  was  one  of 
a family  of  five  children,  the  others  being  Sarah 
E. , who  married  James  Cummings,  and  died  in 
Danbury  in  1886;  Carrie,  who  died  in  1862; 
Hattie  M.,  who  became  a trained  nurse,  and  aft- 
erward married  Dr.  Frederick  Lyons,  of  New 
York  City;  and  Lewis  C.,  an  engineer  on  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  railroad. 

Doctor  Hoyt  was  born  July  28,  1852,  at  the 
old  home  in  Danbury,  the  public  schools  of  which 
city  he  attended  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twelve  years.  He  then  found  employment,  and 
was  engaged  in  different  occupations;  but  his 
cherished  wish  to  enter  the  medical  profession 
was  sustained  through  all  discouragements.  In 
1883  he  began  a study  by  preparatory  reading 
with  Dr.  A.  E.  Adams,  of  Danbury,  with  whom 
he  remained  a year  and  a half,  and  later,  Octo- 
ber 1,  1885,  he  entered  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  in  New  York  City,  graduating  May 
10,  1887,  being  the  last  man  who  graduated  from 
this  college  in  a two-years’  course.  On  June  3 
of  the  same  year  he  located  in  Bridgeport,  where 
he  speedily  gained  a desirable  practice.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  City,  State  and  County  Medical 
Associations,  and  for  four  years  was  president  of 
the  Bridgeport  Board  of  Health.  In  politics  he 
is  a Democrat,  and  wherever  he  has  resided  he 
has  taken  a keen  interest  in  local  affairs.  While 
in  Danbury  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
for  some  time  was  chief  engineer  of  the  fire  de- 
department. His  first  wife,  who  was  Miss 
Anna  E.  Crofut,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary 
Crofut,  of  Danbury,  died  in  1887,  and  he  after- 
ward married  Miss  Hattie  M.  Rees,  of  Bridge- 
port, who  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  daughter 
of  Abram  L.  and  Pauline  Rees.  His  only  child, 
the  offspring  of  the  first  wife,  died  in  infancy. 
Socially,  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  prominent, 
and  he  is  connected  with  various  organizations, 
including  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  passed 
the  chairs,  is  noble  grand  in  the  subordinate 
lodge  and  in  the  degree  of  Rebekah,  also  high 
priest  in  the  Encampment  No.  5.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Arcanum  Lodge  No.  41,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; 
of  St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  3,  F.  and  A.  M.,  and 
Jerusalem  Chapter  No.  13,  R.  A.  M. ; is  also  a 
member  of  the  Foresters  of  America,  Court 
Waldemere  No.  19,  and  is  a physician  of  Ca- 
talpa  Circle,  Companion  of  the  Forest  Court 
Norden  No.  129,  F.  of  A. 

The  Doctor  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of 
his  city,  and  has  been  very  successful.  He  at- 
tributes his  success  to  perseverance  in  a pre- 
arranged course  laid  out  years  ago. 
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CHARLES  WHEELER  WILSON,  an  agri-  | 
culturist  of  this  section,  has  a fine  farm  | 
in  the  town  of  Fairfield.  His  systematic  and 
progressive  management  seems  to  produce  good 
results,  and  the  farm  is  kept  in  a high  state  of 
cultivation. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  born  February  13,  1831,  in 
Burr’s  District,  Fairfield  township,  a son  of  Wake- 
man  Wilson,  grandson  of  Samuel  Wilson,  and 
great-grandson  of  Isaac  Wilson.  Samuel  Wilson, 
the  grandfather,  was  born  November  t,  1761,  and 
became  a successful  farmer  of  Fairfield  township, 
owning  property  on  what  was  known  as  Wilson's 
Highway.  During  the  struggle  for  independ- 
ence he  served  with  the  Colonial  forces,  being  , 
called  out  at  the  time  of  the  burning  of  Fair-  I 
field  by  the  British.  Politically  he  was  always  a I 
stanch  Democrat.  The  Bridgeport  Farmer  was  : 
subscribed  for  by  him  at  an  early  date,  when  the 
paper  was  first  started,  and  has  ever  since  been 
taken  by  the  family,  his  son,  Wakeman,  and.  1 
later  on,  our  subject,  continuing  the  subscription 
down  to  the  present  time.  Samuel  Wilson  was 
a large  man,  well-built,  possessing  a heavy  voice,  i 
and  an  excellent  constitution,  as  he  lived  to  the  I 
advanced  age  of  eighty-one,  his  death  occurring 
April  11,  1842.  His  wife,  Eleanor  (Lyon),  died 
July  12  of  the  same  year,  and  their  remains  now 
rest  side  by  side  in  the  old  cemetery  at  Green- 
field Hill.  She  was  born  in  April.  1764.  a 1 
daughter  of  Eliphalet  and  Esther  (Wakeman) 
Lyon,  of  Fairfield.  The  children  of  Samuel  and  I 
Eleanor  Wilson  were:  Samuel,  born  November  1 

19,  1784.  who  became  a noted  gunsmith,  and  | 
lived  to  his  ninety-seventh  year;  Eunice,  born  I 
August  17,  1786,  who  married  Bryant  Glover,  1 
and  died  at  an  advanced  age;  Wakeman,  our 
subject’s  father  ; and  Eleanor,  born  November  30. 
1792,  who  also  attained  a good  old  age.  I 

Wakeman  Wilson  was  born  February  9, 
1790.  in  Burr’s  District,  town  of  Fairfield,  and 
as  he  possessed  remarkable  mechanical  skill  he 
•devoted  much  of  his  attention  to  the  carpenter’s  1 
trade,  limiting  his  efforts,  however,  to  the  finer  ! 
branches  of  the  work.  He  drew  all  his  plans  for  1 
buildings,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  • 
was  self-taught,  he  made  a decided  success. 
When  a boy  he  learned  to  play  the  violin,  and, 
being  extremely  fond  of  music,  he  often  played 
for  entertainments.  In  his  later  years  he  played 
upon  a bass  viol  which  he  manufactured  for  him- 
self, and  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  our 
subject.  From  the  age  of  twenty  he  made  his 
•home  upon  a farm  in  his  native  district,  and  his 
industry  and  thrift  enabled  him  to  secure  a fine 
competence.  He  enjoyed  robust  health  until  a 
short  time  previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred  ! 


September  10,  1851,  his  remains  being  interred 
at  Greenfield  Hill.  As  a citizen  he  was  much 
esteemed,  and  while  he  was  not  an  office  seeker, 
he  was  a strong  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  voting  regularly  for  its  candidates.  When 
twenty  years  old  he  married  Miss  Betsey  A. 
Glover,  of  Plattsville,  who  died  some  years  later, 
her  burial  taking  place  at  Greenfield  Hill.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  three  sons:  Morris, 
born  September  18,  1813,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Henry  G.,  born  August  23,  1819,  who  conducteda 
sawmill  for  many  years  in  Burr’s  District,  where  he 
died  May  12,  1890;  and  Silas,  born  July  8,  1822, 
who  followed  the  carpenter's  trade  in  Bridge- 
port. and  died  there  November  28,  1880.  Mr. 
Wilson  for  his  second  wife  married  Miss  Eunice 
Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  Fairfield,  February 
19.  1790,  a daughter  of  Nathan  and  Mabel 
(Bulklev)  Wheeler,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
successful  agriculturist  of  near  Samp  Mortar 
Rock,  owning  a farm  at  what  was  known  as 
Wheeler's  Mill,  in  Jennings  Wood  District. 
She  died  January  19,  1869,  and  was  buried  in 
Oak  Lawn  cemetery.  Our  subject  was  the  only 
child  of  this  union. 

Nathan  Wheeler,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  the  son  of  Thomas,  who  was  the  son  of 
Joseph,  a descendant  of  Thomas  Wheeler.  Sr., 
who  came  from  England  to  Concord,  Mass., 
about  1636,  and  early  removed  to  Fairfield, 
where  he  bought  a home  lot  in  Pequonnock, 
upper  part  of  Bridgeport.  Joseph,  with  his  fam- 
ily, in  1724,  moved  from  Black  Rock  to  Jen- 
nings Wood  District,  and  settled  near  Samp 
Mortar  Rock,  and  about  that  time  built  a grist- 
mill. Mabel  Bulkley,  wife  of  Nathan  Wheeler, 
was  a daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (White- 
head)  Bulkley,  of  Southport,  and  granddaughter 
of  Peter  Bulkley,  whose  ancestor,  the  Rev. 
Peter,  son  of  Rev.  Edward  Bulkley,  of  Bedford- 
shire, England,  came  to  Massachusetts  in  the 
year  1635,  settling  at  Concord,  where  he  died 
March  9,  1659,  aged  seventy-six  years.  Nathan 
Wheeler  died  November  12,  1812,  aged  sixty- 
eight  years;  Mabel,  his  wife,  passed  away  De- 
cember 14,  1827,  aged  sixtv-two  years.  Their 
family  were  as  follows:  Esther,  Nathan,  Sam- 

uel. Sanford,  Eunice,  Howkin  (who  was  a sea 
captain  in  his  early  life,  later  becoming  a farmer), 
Sarah,  Moses,  Mary,  and  William  (who  for  some 
forty-eight  years  practiced  medicine  in  Merrick, 
L.  i.);  there  were  two  by  the  name  of  Charles, 
who  both  died  young.  Tradition  says  the 
Wheelers  were  originally  from  Wales. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  0 
Burr’s  District,  town  of  Fairfield,  and  among 
his  early  teachers  were  Miss  Turney,  of  Eas- 
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ton.  Miss  Ellen  Nichols;  Uriah  Bulkier.  Abram 
Sherwood,  Nathan  Bulkley  and  David  Gould. 
At  the  age  of  four  years  he  was  taken  to  the  home 
of  an  uncle,  William  Jennings,  who  occupied  our 
subject’s  present  homestead,  but  in  1851,  after 
the  death  of  his  father,  he  returned  home  and 
remained  until  the  winter  of  1854-55, since  which 
time  he  has  resided  on  his  present  farm.  He  I 
seems  to  have  inherited  his  father's  mechanical  | 
genius,  and  after  picking  up  the  carpenter's  trade 
he  followed  it  successfully  for  some  yeais.  but  of  | 
late  his  time  has  been  given  mainly  to  the  man- 
agement of  his  farm.  While  he  is  a steadfast 
believer  in  Democratic  principles,  so  far  as  Na- 
tional affairs  are  concerned,  he  often  selects  the 
best  man  in  local  elections,  irrespective  of  party. 
He  has  won  an  enviable  reputation  for  upright 
dealing,  his  word  never  being  questioned.  His 
family  is  prominent  socially,  and  he  and  his  wife  j 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  1 
Greenfield  Hill.  ; 

On  May  31,  1852,  Mr.  Wilson  was  married  | 
at  Greenfield  Hill,  by  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Sturges, 
to  Miss  Frances  J.  Banks,  and  six  children  have 
blessed  the  union,  the  four  living  being  still  at 
home.  They  are  as  follows:  William  W..  born 
June  23,  1853,  is  unmarried;  MaryE.;  Charles 
W.,  Jr.  (a  school  teacher),  born  April  14,  1859, 
died  November  5,  1893,  unmarried;  Frances  J.; 
George  B.,  born  August  21,  1865,  died  November 
14,  1892;  and  Samuel  F.,  born  October  26,  1875. 
The  last  named  is  a musician  of  both  vocal  and 
instrumental  attainments,  and  possesses  a fine 
tenor  voice;  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
choir  of  Greenfield  Hill  Church  five  years.  Mr. 
Wilson  has  sold  a portion  of  his  former  holdings, 
but  he  retains  the  farm,  which  comprises  some 
eighty  acres. 

Mrs.  Wilson  was  born  May  14,  1831,  in 
Burr’s  District,  town  of  Fairfield,  a daughter  of 
William  Banks,  a well-known  farmer  and  shoe- 
maker, who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years. 
William  Banks  was  the  son  of  Elija,  who,  with 
his  brother  Hyatt,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  was  the  son  of  Gershom,  whose 
ancestor,  John  Banks,  a lawyer,  was  an  early 
settler  of  Fairfield,  and  one  of  the  richest  and 
most  prominent  men  of  his  time.  Mrs.  Julia 
(Banks)  Wilson,  daughter  of  Elija,  was  pre- 
sented with  a gold  spoon  by  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution.  She  is  now  over 
ninety  years  of  age.  Harriet  (Fairman).  wife  of 
William  Banks,  and  who  survived  him,  living  to 
her  sixty-first  year,  was  a daughter  of  Richard 
and  Sarah  (Wakeman)  Fairman,  the  former  a 
native  of  Newtown  and,  later,  a resident  of  Fair- 
field.  William  and  Harriet  Banks  had  eight 


I daughters:  Sarah  (1),  who  died  aged  seven  and 
| one-half  years;  Mary,  who  died  in  infancy;  Annie, 
l widow  of  David  DeForest,  of  Bridgeport; 

| Frances  J.  (Mrs.  Wilson);  Flora,  who  died  in 
I infancy;  Sarah  (2),  who  married  Carmi  Hart,  and 
| died  in  Bridgeport;  Mary  W.,  who  died  unmar- 
ried; and  Caroline  C..  who  married  Simon  Cron- 
enberger,  of  Bridgeport,  and  died  there  some 
years  ago. 

Mrs.  Wilson's  maternal  grandmother,  Sarah 
(Wakeman)  Fairman,  was  the  daughter  of  Eb- 
enezer Wakeman,  and  granddaughter  of  John 
I Wakeman,  both  of  Fairfield  township,  and  de- 
I scendants  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Wakentan,  who 
1 was  prominent  in  Colonial  days.  Ebenezer 
Wakeman  was  a farmer,  and  he  also  engaged  in 
the  making  of  fine  shoes,  at  the  same  time  oper- 
ating a tannery.  He  was  a thorough  business 
man.  His  first  wife  was  a Miss  Webb,  and  their 
children  were:  Ebenezer,  Eunice  and  Betsy. 

For  his  second  wife  Ebenezer  married  Mrs. 
Sarah  (Shelton)  Hawley,  widow  of  Eli  Hawley, 
and  they  had  three  children:  Jonathan,  an  at- 
torney; Abijah,  who  became  a farmer,  and 
Sarah,  who  married  Richard  Fairman.  Mrs. 
Sarah  (Shelton)  Wakeman  owned  slaves  which 
she  brought  to  Greenfield  from  Stratford,  and 
she  afterward  sold  and  freed  some  of  them.  She 
was  a native  of  Huntington,  Conn.,  and  a de- 
scendant of  Daniel  Shelton,  who  emigrated  to 
this  country  with  his  brother  Richard,  from 
Yorkshire,  England,  in  the  year  1690.  He  set- 
tled in  Stratford,  Conn.  Richard  went  to 
Virginia. 


JfOHN  HENRY  SHERWOOD,  a well-known 
) horticulturist  of  Fairfield  township,  is  the 
owner  of  a valuable  farm  near  Southport, 
which  he  manages  with  rare  skill  and  judgment. 
He  is  thoroughly  progressive  in  his  methods,  and 
has  made  notable  improvements  in  his  chosen 
line  of  work,  being  the  originator  of  the  cele- 
brated “ Pequot  strawberry,”  one  of  the  finest 
varieties  known  of  that  fruit. 

Mr.  Sherwood  comes  of  good  old  pioneer 
stock,  being  of  the  seventh  generation  in 
descent  from  Thomas  Sherwood  who  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Fairfield 
township  before  the  organization  of  the  town. 
In  all  the  movements  relating  to  the  settlement 
of  the  locality  he  took  an  active  part,  his  death 
occurring  about  1675,  and  his  descendants  have 
always  been  characterized  by  the  qualities  that 
constitute  good  citizenship. 

Benjamin  Sherwood  (i),  through  whom  the 
line  of  descent  to  our  subject  is  continued,  was 
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a wealthy  land  owner  of  Fairfield  township,  his 
estate  covering  the  entire  circuit  of  Mill  Hill,  and 
his  residence  stood  on  the  knoll  inside  the 
present  limits  of  Oak  Lawn  cemetery,  near  the 
.gate. 

Benjamin  Sherwood  (2),  the  next  in  the  line 
•of  descent,  was  born  in  1699,  and  died  January 
19,  1763.  His  wife,  Eleanor  (Bradley),  was  born 
in  1707,  and  died  March  20,  1793.  They  had 
the  following  children:  John,  who  is  mentioned 

'below;  Seth,  who  was  married  three  times;  Benja- 
min, who  never  married;  Ellen  (Mrs.  Hull); 
Sarah  (Mrs.  Burr);  and  Mehitable  (Mrs.  Hill). 

John  Sherwood,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a prominent  citizen  of  Fairfield  in 
his  day,  and  was  especially  active  in  religious 
work,  the  first  meeting  of  the  congregation  of 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church  at  Southport  being 
held  in  his  house.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty- 
four,  and  his  wife,  Sarah  (Hill),  who  survived  him, 
attained  the  age  of  eighty-five.  They  had  nine 
•children:  John,  who  married  Hannah  Bradley; 
Eliphalet.  who  married  Abigail  Sherwood;  Ben- 
jamin, who  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Sal- 
mon, who  married  Sarah  Ogden;  Increase,  who 
married  a Mr.  Gould;  Nehemiah,  who  died  in 
childhood;  William,  who  married  Abigail  Burr; 
Abigail;  and  Sarah,  wife  of  Samuel  Dimon. 

Benjamin  Sherwood,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  born  April  13,  1760,  on  a farm  east 
of  Oak  Lawn  cemetery,  and  throughout  his  act- 
ive life  he  followed  farming  on  Mill  Hill.  He 
-was  an  excellent  citizen,  industrious  and  law- 
abiding,  and  was  much  esteemed  by  his  neigh- 
bors. He  was  six  feet  tall  and  weighed  two  hun- 
dred pounds.  In  1782  he  married  Anna  Hull, 
who  was  born  August  17,  1760,  the  daughter  of 
Peter  Hull  and  his  wife,  Jerusha  (Sturges),  a 
daughter  of  Solomon  Sturges.  Benjamin  and 
Anna  (Hull)  Sherwood  had  a family  of  six  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Joel  (September  6,  1783— May 
9,  1825),  was  married  November  13.  1806,  to 
Abby  Hall;  Jerusha  (September  19,  1786— April 
19,  1813!  was  married  September  25,  1801,  to 
Jesse  Banks;  Lucretia  (January  4,  1789— Octo- 
ber 30.  1839)  was  married  September  6,  1807, 
to  Walter  Sherwood;  Hull,  our  subject's  father^ 
is  mentioned  below;  Eunice  (October  to,  1794— 
February  13.  1839)  was  married  in  November. 
1 8 1 3.  to  Edmund  Darrow;  Eleanor  (October  9’ 
1801  December  24,  1843)  was  married  in  1825 
to  James  Bulkley.  Benjamin  Sherwood,  the 
father  of  this  family,  enlisted  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  sub- 
sequently re-enlisting,  and  Anna  Hull,  whom  he 
married,  was  seventeen  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  the  burning  of  Fairfield,  and  from  a high  rock, 


now  on  the  land  of  C.  Buckingham,  saw  her 
home  burn. 

Hull  Sherwood,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  December  31,  1791,  and  died  March  1, 
1864.  He  was  reared  as  a farmer,  after  the  old- 
fashioned  methods,  but  in  many  respects  he  an- 
ticipated, in  the  management  of  his  own  land  in 
later  life,  the  conclusions  of  modern  science  as 
applied  to  agriculture.  His  progressive  ideas 
were  often  met  with  sneers  by  his  less  enterpris- 
ing neighbors;  but  they  have  been  vindicated  by 
the  practice  of  the  best  farmers  of  the  present 
day.  He  was  extremely  fond  of  flowers,  and  the 
yard  around  his  house  was  nicely  kept,  while  in 
all  parts  of  his  farm  evidences  of  taste  and 
systematic  management  were  to  be  found.  On 
one  occasion,  at  a fair  where  a prize  was  offered 
for  the  best  bouquet  of  flowers,  he  gained  the 
coveted  distinction  against  the  competition  of 
the  best  florists  of  the  county,  amateur  and  pro- 
fessional, his  bouquet  containing  one  hundred 
and  fifty  varieties  of  choice  flowers.  He  was 
five  feet  ten  inches  in  height  and  weighed  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five  pounds,  while  intellectu- 
ally he  was  much  superior  to  the  average  man. 
Theological  questions  interested  him  greatly,  and 
ministers  frequently  said  that  he  was  the  best  in- 
formed layman  they  had  ever  met.  For  forty 
years  he  was  warden  of  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church  at  Southport.  In  politics  he  was  first  a 
Whig  and  later  a Republican,  but  he  did  not 
take  an  active  share  in  party  work.  From  the 
time  of  his  marriage  he  resided  upon  a farm  ad- 
joining that  of  his  father,  and  in  1816  he  built 
the  house  in  which  our  subject  was  born.  On 
April  30,  1 8 1 8,  he  married  Caroline  Burr,  who 
was  born  in  February,  1798,  and  died  May  29, 
1882,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Oak 
Lawn  cemetery.  [The  Burr  family  has  been 
prominent  in  this  section  from  the  earliest  times, 
and  Mrs.  Sherwood's  father,  Amos  Burr,  grand- 
father, Ozias  Burr,  and  great-grandfather.  Col. 
John  Burr,  were  well-known  citizens  of  their  re- 
spective periods.]  Of  the  five  children  of  this 
marriage,  the  eldest,  Cornelia  A.,  born  August 
16,  1819,  was  married  February  15,  J 859,  to 
Rev.  David  Hawkins  Short  (now  deceased);  Cor- 
nelia A.  died  November  12,  1898.  (2)  Caroline 

B.,  born  November  8,  1822,  was  married  April 
23,  1846,  to  Henry  A.  Knapp  (now  deceased), 
and  she  is  also  deceased.  (3)  J.  H.,  our  subject, 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (4)  David  H.. 

I born  June  29,  1829,  died  April  11,  1892.  was 
married  October  7,  1856,  to  Marie  Antoinette 
Beardsley,  and  died  April  11,  1892;  they  had 
three  children:  Mary  B.,  Antoinette  B.  (now 
dead),  and  Alice  H.  (5)  Arthur  H.,  bom  July 
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■8,  1839,  is  a farmer  on  Mill  Hill;  he  was  twice 
married,  first  time  December  31.  1861,  to  Julia 
A.  Bulklev,  who  died  July  30,  1885,  and  on  No- 
vember 4,  1886,  he  wedded  Florine  Olivia  Bulk- 
ley;  he  has  one  son,  Albert  B.,  by  his  first 
marriage. 

J.  H.  Sherwood,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  born  August  6,  1825,  and  was  reared 
at  the  old  homestead,  becoming  familiar  with 
all  branches  of  agricultural  work.  He  first  at- 
tended the  district  school  at  Mill  Plain,  Burr 
Betts  and  Abram  Sherwood  being  among  his 
early  teachers,  and  on  leaving  that  school  he 
spent  three  years  as  a student  in  Fairfield 
Academy,  of  which  Daniel  March  was  then  prin- 
cipal. Until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
he  assisted  his  father  at  the  home  farm,  and  the 
latter  then  gave  him  seven  acres  of  land,  with 
one  very  large  oak  tree  upon  it.  This  little  tract 
became  the  nucleus  of  the  present  farm,  additions 
having  been  made  from  time  to  time  until  Mr. 
Sherwood  now  has  fifty  acres  of  land  under  cul- 
tivation. In  1850  he  built  his  barn,  and  in  1853, 
the  year  of  his  marriage,  he  erected  his  residence. 
He  inherited  his  father's  originality  and  sound 
judgment,  and  his  management  of  his  farm  has 
brought  to  him  a good  income.  He  and  his 
amily  enjoy  life,  and  he  has  given  his  children 
he  best  educational  privileges  within  his  reach, 
heir  success  in  life  being  a source  of  greater 
pleasure  to  him  than  any  material  wealth  would 
supp  y.  On  October  13,  1853,  he  married  Miss 

rri'nfc  ,JeeCJler'  dauShter  of  Beri  and  Mary 
(Chatfield)  Beecher,  of  Bethany,  Conn.,  and  a 

*??  er  ° °ne  °*  the  leading  families  of  that 
N»iil,0nu  ^ ree  children  have  blessed  the  union: 
H " ru-n0 '!?■, November  29,  1859,  now  a resi- 
of  th  ° ' near  k's  father’s  place,  is  one 

is  lien  Progressive  farmers  in  the  State,  and 
flowed  ";ted  ffuit  &rower  and  florist,  growing 
3i  i86?Un  ass;  Anna  C.,  born  December 
Port-  anH^6  °k  Conrad  Buckingham,  of  South- 

-CoriX«:bornA"r,,,22-,8;o'* 

Mr‘  Sherw°°<l  was  first  a Whig. 

i-P.fi,  if  h'  ”•> 

number  n{  ’ at  endlnK  conventions,  and  for  a 

.1*  °LlT"  H h'!d  ,he  i“'ic. 

menuhri  He  always  associated  with 

’heir  instrurtiv  ° der  l^an  !1’mseff’  as  he  enjoyed 
bought  intn  6 conversat'on,  and  he  was  thus 
while  quite  J*omin*Jce  in  various  movements 
old  he  was  i"^,  '^hen  but  twenty-one  years 
County  Ayrirnf.  1 secretary  of  the  Fairfield 
fcniJSS"."1  Societ>'-  °f  which  P.  T. 

years  in  which  tk  Cnt*.  and  durin&  the  fortv-nine 
Which  the  society  held  fairs  he  attended 


forty-seven.  The  only  time  their  fair  was  held  in 
Fairfield  township  was  through  his  individual 
efforts,  and  he  was  ever  ready  to  devote  his  time 
and  influence  toward  strengthening  the  associa- 
tion and  increasing  its  usefulness  to  the  people. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  “Greens 
Farms  Farmers  Club,"  presiding  at  its  first  meet- 
ing, and  as  this  is  one  of  the  most  efficient  clubs 
in  the  State,  as  well  as  one  of  the  oldest,  he  can 
look  upon  it  with  justifiable  pride.  He  has  made 
more  than  a local  reputation  by  his  able  work  in 
these  lines,  and  at  one  time  he  was  chosen  on  the 
executive  committee  of  the  State  Agricultural 
Society.  For  many  years  he  has  been  active 
also  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church  at  Southport,  in  which  he  has 
held  office  for  forty-five  years,  and  is  now  serving 
as  vestryman.  For  some  time  he  was  a teacher 
in  the  Sunday-school,  and  for  ten  years  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  choir.  Notwithstanding 
his  advanced  age,  Mr.  Sherwood  is  vigorous  in 
mind  and  body,  and  his  kindly,  generous  and 
upright  nature  makes  him  a favorite  among  all 
classes  in  the  community. 


DAVID  ELLIOTT  PLUMB,  a well-to-do  resi- 
dent of  Nichols,  has  been  identified  for 
many  years  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  that 
locality.  He  was  formerly  engaged  extensively 
in  lumbering,  owning  and  operating  a sawmill, 
but  of  late  years  he  has  relinquished  that  busi- 
ness in  order  to  enjoy  in  well-earned  leisure  the 
fruits  of  his  past  efforts. 

Mr.  Plumb  resides  at  the  old  family  home- 
stead in  the  same  house  in  which  he  first  saw  the 
light  on  November  28,  1835,  and  among  the  at- 
tractions of  his  home  is  a large  and  well-selected 
library.  While  his  educational  opportunities 
were  limited  to  the  local  schools  of  his  day,  he 
has  been  a constant  reader  of  the  best  literature, 
and  his  information  covers  a wide  range  of  topics. 
On  April  26,  1893,  he  married  Ermina  Nichols, 
daughter  of  Elbert  Nichols,  of  Nichols,  Trum- 
bull. 

Our  subject’s  ancestors  were  early  settlers  in 
the  town  of  Trumbull,  and  his  grandfather,  David 
Plumb,  who  was  born  June  25,  1751,  in  Milford, 
Conn.,  and  died  May  31,  1813,  was  a prominent 
agriculturist  at  Nichols.  He  was  married  De- 
cember 19,  1776,  to  Mary  Beach,  who  was  born 
March  1 1,  1758,  and  died  August  10,  1833.  They 
had  five  children,  whose  names  with  dates  of 
birth  are  as  follows:  Hannah,  October  9,  1 7 77 ; 

Noah,  May  3,  1782;  Mary,  September  8,  1787; 
David  B.,  our  subject's  father;  and  Camilla, 
August  13,  1801. 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


304 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


David  B.  Plumb  was  born  March  31,  1796, 
and  became  a farmer  at  the  old  homestead, 
where  his  death  occurred  November  26,  1878. 
He  was  married  December  26,  1821.  to  Miss 
Esther  Wheeler,  who  was  born  February  3,  1796, 
and  died  January  2,  1893.  This  worthy  couple 
had  seven  children:  Abbie  M..  born  December 

7,  1822,  died  November  26,  1894;  Ezra  \\\, 
born  February  25.  1825.  died  November  10, 
1897;  Orange  B.,  born  October  11,  1827:  Mary 
E.  (Mrs.  Lockwood),  born  March  2,  1830.  died 
January  17,  1899;  Catherine  E.,  born  February 
4,  1833,  died  August  29,  1879;  David  E.,  our 
subject;  and  Francis  A.,  born  September  iS, 
1841,  died  November  16,  1894 


CHARLES  H.  GETMAN  was  born  June  1, 
1840,  in  Troy,  N.  V.,  the  son  o{  Charles 
and  Chloe  (Hutton)  Getman,  and  the  grandson 
of  George  Getman.  of  Fulton  county,  N.  Y. 
He  was  the  eldest  of  five  children — Charles  H.; 
Timothy  W.,  deceased:  Edward  M.,  of  Water- 
vliet.  N.  Y. : Webster  H.,  of  Chicago;  and  Julia 
E.,  deceased. 

Mr.  Getman  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Troy  and  the  academies  of 
Lenox,  Mass.,  and  Warren ville,  N.  Y.,  and  as  a 
student  he  manifested  the  same  persistent  appli- 
cation which  characterized  his  business  life. 
Leaving  school  at  an  early  age  he  was  clerk  for 
three  years  in  the  lumber  office  of  Platt,  Get- 
man & Harris,  of  which  firm  his  father  was  a 
member,  and  this  proved  to  be  his  introduction 
into  the  line  of  business  which  occupied  his 
attention  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  1859 
Mr.  Getman  entered  the  office  of  J.  W.  Free- 
man & Co.,  of  West  Troy,  N.  V.  It  was 
here  that  his  sound  business  judgment  was  de- 
veloped. and  under  Mr.  Freeman  he  received 
the  practical  training  which  in  after  years  proved 
so  valuable,  during  his  employment  with  this 
firm  rising  from  the  position  of  clerk  to  that  of 
junior  partner.  In  1874  he  acquired  an  interest 
in  the  wholesale  lumber  business  of  Boyd  & 
Co.,  of  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and  the  business  was 
carried  on  for  three  years  under  the  firm  name 
of  Getman,  Boyd  & Co.,  after  which  Mr. 
Getman  assumed  entire  control.  In  1888  he 
purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  St.  John  in  the 
firm  of  St.  John,  Hoyt  & Co,  of  Stamford, 
Conn.,  and  also  became  connected  with  the 
St.  John  Wood  Working  Company,  at  Stam- 
ford, holding  the  office  of  vice-president.  Under 
the  firm  name  of  Hoyt,  Getman  & Judd  the 
business  continued  until  1893,  when  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Hoyt  the  style  was  changed  to 


Getman  & Judd.  In  April,  1897,  Mr.  Frank 
W.  Bogardus.  who  had  been  connected  with  the 
business  for  fifteen  years,  was  taken  into  the  firm 
as  junior  partner,  the  name  being  again  changed, 
to  Getman,  Judd  & Co. 

Becoming  conscious  of  the  insidious  inroads 
of  a heart  affection,  and  weary  from  application 
to  business,  Mr.  Getman  left  home  on  the  28th 
of  September,  1897,  fora  few  weeks  of  recrea- 
tion among  his  old  friends  in  Oswego,  N.  Y. 
On  the  morning  of  October  12,  Stamford  was 
stunned  with  the  message  that  he  had  been 
called  to  the  rest  that  is  unbroken,  to  the  sleep 
that  knows  no  waking.  His  many  virtues  at 
once  became  the  theme  of  those  who  called  him 
friend,  and  the  commercial  world  awoke  to  a 
keen  sense  of  its  loss.  From  his  ancestors, 
both  paternal  and  maternal,  Mr.  Getman  had 
inherited  those  sterling  characteristics  which 
unite  in  true  manhood,  and  though  born  to  an 
humble  station  in  life,  with  but  limited  advant- 
ages for  education,  he  wrought  out  for  himself 
all  that  constituted  his  splendid  after  life.  Al- 
ways loyal  to  friend,  colleague  and  country,  he 
was  prompt  to  respond  to  each  by  sympathy  or 
service.  He  was  a director  in  the  Stamford  Sav- 
ings Bank,  and  in  both  the  Pennsylvania  and 
Massachusetts  Lumbermen’s  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance Companies. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Getman  was  a 
member  of  the  Stamford  Suburban  Club,  the 
Republican  Club  of  New  York  City,  the  Con- 
necticut Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  the  Stamford  Board  of  Trade  (of 
which  he  was  president  for  several  years),  and  a 
Sir  Knight  Templar  of  Apollo  Commander}’,  of 
Troy,  N.  Y.  Always  a stanch  Republican,  he 
honorably  represented  the  town  of  Stamford  in 
the  State  Legislature  of  1892  and  1893,  serving 
on  the  committee  of  Cities  and  Boroughs.  As 
president  of  the  Connecticut  Lumber  Dealers  As- 
sociation he  gave  his  earnest  thought  and  judg- 
ment to  its  advancement,  and  was  always  keenly 
alive  to  any  movement  or  suggestion  favoring  its 
future  development.  He  was  not  unfamiliar  with 
our  Civil  war,  having  been  sent  as  an  agent  of  the 
War  Department  in  charge  of  ordnance  stores 
from  the  Watervliet  Arsenal  to  General  Grant 
at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  soon  after  the  battle  of 
Lookout  Mountain. 

While  honored  by  his  business  associates  for 
his  unswerving  integrity  and  uniform  suavity  0 
manner,  yet  it  was  in  his  home  that  the  real  lus- 
tre of  his  worth  was  seen.  In  1 87*  he  marrie 
Miss  Alice  Peake,  a resident  of  Broadalbin,  A 
Y.,  the  union  forming  the  nucleus  of  a home  that 
had  long  been  the  aspiration  of  his  pure  heart, 
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and  which  in  its  mutual  enjoyment  became  the 
gem  before  which  all  others  grew  dim.  Mr. 
Getman  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  only  son, 
Frederick  Hutton  Getman. 


MON.  SMITH  P.  GLOVER,  of  Sandy  Hook, 

is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens 

of  the  county,  and  worthily  represents  a family 
which  has  long  been  prominent  in  this  section. 

Mr.  Glover  is  a descendant  of  Henry  Glover, 
of  England,  who  came  to  America  in  1636,  and 
located  in  the  New  Haven  colony.  John  Glover, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  Novem- 
ber 1,  1787,  and  made  his  home  in  Zoar  Dis- 
trict, of  the  town  of  Newtown,  where  he  died 
May  10,  182S.  His  first  wife  was  Miss  Esther 
Beers,  his  second  being  a Miss  Curtis,  and  three 
children  survived  him  as  follows:  Maryette,  who 
married  Ira  Curtis;  Juliette,  wife  of  Harrison 
Hawley;  and  William  Beach,  our  subject's 
father,  all  born  to  the  marriage  with  Esther 
Beers. 

William  Beach  Glover  was  born  February  4, 
1811,  in  Zoar  District,  town  of  Newtown,  and 
about  1835  went  into  mercantile  business  at 
Sandy  Hook  in  partnership  with  Samuel  B. 
Peck.  After  four  years  in  his  first  location  he 
removed  to  the  store  which  has  since  been  known 
as  ••  Glover's  Store. ” It  was  conducted  under 
the  name  of  William  B.  Glover  until  1 86 1 . when 
his  son  (our  subject)  and  J.  Hobart  Warner 
joined  him  under  the  title  of  William  B.  Glover 
& Co.  After  the  death  of  the  senior  partner  in 
1864,  the  two  younger  members  of  the  firm  con- 
tinued the  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Glover  & Warner.  The  present  building  was 
erected  by  William  Beach  Glover  in  1857,  and  is 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  locality,  the  business 
being  still  carried  on  successfully  by  others  on 
the  lines  laid  down  bv  the  founder,  who  was 
noted  for  his  sound  judgment  and  foresight. 
Mr.  Glover  devoted  his  attention  quite  strictly  to 
his  business,  and  while  he  was  a stanch  Whig  in 
early  years,  later  becoming  an  equally  firm  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party,  he  never  took  an 
active  share  in  partisan  work.  For  many  years 
he  was  a leading  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  belonging  to  Trinity  parish  in  Newtown, 
and  at  his  death  he  left  a bequest  in  his  will  for 
the  purpose  of  building  a church  at  Sandy  Hook, 
now  known  as  St.  John's  Church.  He  died 
March  16,  1864,  sincerely  mourned  by  all  classes 
in  the  community.  His  first  wife,  Harriet  A. 
(Peck),  to  whom  he  was  married  November  7, 
1832,  was  born  September  1,  j8io,  a daughter 
of  Zera  S.  A.  Peck,  of  Brookfield,  this  county, 
eo 


i and  died  September  30,  1843.  On  September 
l 25,  1848,  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Susan 
I Nichols,  who  was  born  December  25,  1817,  and 
| died  May  18,  1899.  He  had  four  children,  all 
by  the  first  marriage:  Esther  S.,  born  Septem- 

I ber  23.  1833,  died  January  4,  i860;  John  E., 

1 born  December  10,  1835.  died  February  5,  1872; 
Smith  P.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below;  and  Beach  Booth,  born  June  9,  1838, 

1 died  April  5,  1841. 

Smith  P.  Glover,  whose  name  introduces 
i these  lines,  was  born  August  t6,  1837,  and  was 
i educated  in  Sandy  Hook  and  at  the  academy  in 
j Newtown.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  his 
] business  career  as  clerk  in  his  father’s  store,  and 
i after  becoming  fully  acquainted  with  all  the  de- 
! tails  of  the  management  he  was  admitted  in  1861 , 
j as  noted  above,  to  membership  in  the  firm. 

! After  the  death  of  his  father  he  continued  as 
{ senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Glover  & Warner 
! until  Mr.  Clarke  entered  the  firm,  when  the  title 
: was  changed  to  Glover,  Warner  & Clarke.  This 
, arrangement  lasted  until  1889,  when  Mr.  Glover 
1 retired  from  the  firm.  He  has  been  connected 
! more  or  less  closely  with  various  business  enter- 
| prises  at  different  times,  and  his  ventures  have 
j been  uniformly  successful,  as  he  is  one  of  the 
1 keen,  far-sighted  men  whose  judgment  can  be  re- 
lied on.  This  fact,  in  connection  with  his  wide- 
spread knowledge  of  affairs,  has  brought  him  a 
large  amount  of  business  for  others,  in  the  settle- 
ment of  estates.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
| prominent  in  the  political  work  in  his  locality  as 
| a member  of  the  Republican  party.  In  1872  he 
1 was  a member  of  the  State  Senate  from  the  old 
Eleventh  Senatorial  District,  and  in  1884  and 
1 885  he  represented  the  Fifteenth  District  in  the 
same  body.  During  his  first  term  he  was  chairman 
j of  the  committee  on  Sale  of  Lands,  and  during 
I the  last  two  years  of  his  service  he  was  chairman 
1 of  the  committee  on  Finance. 

On  September  30,  1861,  Mr.  Glover  married 
1 Miss  Maria  A.  Tomlinson,  a daughter  of  George 
A.  Tomlinson,  of  Oxford,  Conn.,  and  the  follcw- 
! ing  children  have  blessed  the  union:  William  T., 

1 born  October  13.  1862,  died  September  5,  1863; 

1 Lorena  T.,  born  May  8,  1865,  was  married  De- 
* cember  1 1,  1S95,  to  George  F.  Taylor;  and  Har- 
l riet  P.,  born  May  30,  1870,  was  married  January 
i 12,  1898,  to  Charles  Lawrence  Warner,  a son  of 
! Austin  and  Belle  (Lawrence)  Warner,  of  Vicks- 
I burg.  Miss.  They  have  one  child,  Lawrence 
1 Glover  Warner,  born  October  29.  1898.  The 
i family  is  prominent  socially,  and  Mr.  Glover  is  an 
active  member  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  18,  F.  & A. 
M.,  at  Newtown,  in  which  he  is  a Master  Mason. 
He  was  formerly  a member  of  Trinity  Episcopal 
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Church  at  Newtown,  but  is  now  identified  with 
St.  John’s  Church  of  Sandy  Hook. 

The  Glover  Family  has  been  identified 
with  Connecticut  from  early  Colonial  times, 
its  various  branches  tracing  their  descent  from 
Henry  Glover,  a native  of  England,  who  crossed 
the  Atlantic  in  1636,  landing  at  Boston.  He  is 
supposed  to  have  been  about  twenty-four  years 
old  at  the  time,  and  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent  chiefly  at  New  Haven,  where  he  died 
September  2,  1689.  According  to  the  old  rec- 
ords, he  “became  reconciled  to  the  Church” 
in  New  Haven  June  11,  1644,  and  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  Colony  July  1,  1644.  His 
wife,  Helena,  died  at  New  Haven  March  1.  1697. 
They  had  a family  of  seven  children,  as  follows: 
Mary  was  baptized  June  12,  1641;  Mercy,  bap- 
tized August  16,  1643,  was  married  May  5,  1664, 
to  Moses  Mansfield;  Hannah,  baptized  May  26, 
1646,  was  married  November  24,  1663,  to  David 
Ashley;  John  (1).  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent 
which"  we  are  now  tracing,  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below;  Abigail  (1)  died  in  infancy;  Abigail 
(2),  baptized  July  31,  1652,  was  married  Decem- 
ber n,  1678,  to  Daniel  Burr;  and  Sarah,  born 
December  3,  1655.  was  married  December  11,  ! 
1678,  to  John  Bailer.  I 

John  Glover  (1)  was  born  October  8,  164S,  1 
and  died  January  29,  1679.  On  December  7, 
1671,  he  married  Joanna  Daniel,  by  whom  he  1 
had  the  following  named  children:  Hannah,  | 

born  October  10,  1672;  John,  who  is  mentioned 
below;  Elizabeth,  born  February  23,  1676,  who 
married  Abram  Dickenson,  January  6.  1697-98; 
and  Mehitabel,  born  May  1,  1679,  who  was  mar- 
ried December  IS,  1705,  to  Benjamin  Coney,  of 
Stratford.  Joanna  (Daniel)  Glover,  widow  of 
John,  was  married  December  28,  1682,  to  Will- 
iam Thompson. 

John  Glover  (2).  son  of  John  and  Joanna, 
was  born  in  New  Haven.  November  20,  1674, 
and  for  about  sixteen  years  of  his  manhood  re- 
sided at  Stratford.  He  died  June  30,  1752,  and 
was  buried  at  Newtown.  On  November  27, 

1700,  he  married,  for  his  first  wife,  Margaret  or 
Marjory  Hubbard,  who  died  at  Stratford,  March 
14,  1704,  leaving  two  sons,  John  and  Henry,  who 
are  both  mentioned  farther  on.  On  July  14. 
1707,  he  married,  for  a second  wife,  Mrs.  Bathiah 
Beach  Bickley,  bv  whom  he  had  one  son,  Ben- 
jamin, who  is  mentioned  more  fully  below. 

John  Glover  (3),  eldest  son  of  John  of  Strat- 
ford. was  born  in  New  Haven,  December  30. 

1701,  and,  although  an  old  man  at  the  time  of 
the  Revolutionary  war,  served  from  1777  to 
1783  in  the  Dragoon  Artillery.  Third  Troop, 
Connecticut  Militia,  under  Col.  Elisha  Sheldon. 


On  July  12,  1724,  he  was  married  at  Norwalk, 
this  county,  by  Stephen  Buckingham,  to  Eliza- 
beth Bennett,  of  Stratford,  by  whom  he  had  the 
following  children:  Marjory,  born  May  22,  1725, 
married  David  Blackman,  of  Newtown;  Sarah, 
born  January  3,  1726;  Elizabeth,  born  January 
1,  1728,  married  October  7,  1751,  to  Joseph 
Blackman,  of  Newtown;  Bathiah,  born  February 
20,  1730,  married  October  7,  1757-  to  John 
Camp,  of  Newtown;  John  and  James,  of  whom 
mention  is  made  farther  on;  Isaac;  Arnold,  and 
Susannah,  who  died  December  6,  1822,  in  New- 
town. _ , , 

Henry  Glover,  son  of  John,  of  Stratford,  was 
born  at  that  place,  October  8,  1703.  and  died 
February  12,  1784.  He  was  married  February 
j 2,  1735,  to  Prudence  Stoddard,  by  whom  he 
had  the  following  children:  Henry,  an  account 
of  whom  is  given  in  the  paragraph  devoted  to 
the  fifth  generation;  Simeon,  born  July  2,  i7iy- 
died  in  December,  1755.  leaving  no  heirs;  bs- 
ther,  born  May  23,  1740,  died  April  8,  1 7591  ^ru_ 
dence.  born  June  5,  1742;  Silas,  born  April  8. 1744. 
died  December  18,  1758;  Anadine,  born  May  29, 
1746,  died  in  1753.  aged  seven  years;  Elias,  born 
August  9,  1748,  died  in  June,  1832,  ma™® 
(first)  Nancy  Beers,  and  (second)  Joanna. North- 
rop; Solomon,  bom  December  1,  175°.  1S  man' 
tioned  more  fully  below;  Anadine  (2),  born  ° 
vember  7,  1754,  married  a Mr.  Bradfield  andse  - 

tied  in  Danbury.  , 

Benjamin  Glover,  the  third  son  of  John  01 
Stratford,  was  born  at  that  place  September  7. 
1708,  and  was  married  on  October  10,  17 32. 
Rev.  John  Beach,  of  Newtown,  to  Mollie  Bun- 
I nell,  from  near  New  Haven.  The  children  0 
I this  union  were:  Glorianna,  born  August  2 
■ 1734,  did  not  marry;  Huldah,  born  February 
1 6,  1737,  married  Joseph  Prindle;  Mary,  or 
I April  6,  1739,  married  William  Hawley;  M®  ' 
born  January  22,  1741;  Bathia,  born  Marc  . 

! 1743,  married  Joseph  Tomlinson,  of  Broo  • 
j this  county;  Rebecca,  born  May  7.  J745>  ^ 
i ried  November  17,  1767,  Ichabod  Fairman, 
i thea,  born  October  5,  1 747 1 Christopher, 

I December  9,  1750;  Amelia,  born  Augus  • 

I 1753,  married  a Mr.  Jarvis,  and  moved  }°  _ 

1 ronto;  and  Benjamin,  born  May  5,  *75G«  , 
i ried  Phoebe  Sanford.  The  lines  of  descen 
1 this  branch  of  the  family  are  not  traced  ar 
in  this  sketch,  and  in  the  following  paragrap 

1 will  mention  only  descendants  of  John  and  He  )• 

1 the  sons  of  John  of  Stratford,  by  his  first  wi  e. 

John  (4),  eldest  son  of  John  (3),  was 
I February  11,  1732,  and  died  July  2,  l8oz'  , , 
married  Elizabeth  Curtis,  and  they  had  t ne  iuj . 


lowing  children:  John,  who  never  m 
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Birdsey,  Salmon,  Josiah,  Benjamin  Curtis,  and 
Betsey  or  Elizabeth,  who  are  all  mentioned  in 
he  next  paragraph,  devoted  to  the  sixth  genera- 
tion,  and  Phoebe,  who  married  Samuel  Wheeler 
of  Oxford  Conn  and  died  in  1848.  James,  sec- 
ond son  of  John  (3),  was  born  August  3,  173c 
3"d,  ,marr'ed  (first)  Eunice  Booth,  (second) 
Mabel,  widow  of  Dr.  Washlow,  and  (third 
Sarah,  widow  of  Amos  Peck.  He  had  no  issue 

hLh‘S  SeCf°  nd  marria8e-  but  si*  children  survived 
him  as  follows:  Naomi,  who  married  Daniel 
Beers,  son  of  Daniel  and  Naomi  Booth  Beers- 
Ba.hia,  wife  of  Abel  Skidmore;  Anna  wife  of 
Abijah  Cum5;  James,  who  died  in  September^ 

fcSreb'o  On  V”1'"  f “*"■  “h° 

'"sir;  s*F 

children:  Sarah  An„ 3nd,  marr’aKe  he  had  seven 
May  14  177,.  n , * 1709,  Simeon,  born 

>m  SS*  ,b”»  5- 

July  11,  1782  Thc^  7>  l/^’  and  Lucy,  born 

and  Prudence  (Stoddard)UIRevt  °f  Henry  (2) 

born  December  S°lomon  Glover. 

’842,  at  the  advanced  a//nfa"d  d’ed  July26- 
He  was  married  ge  of  ninet.v-t  wo  years. 
Northrop,  by  whom  h,  l'  ,773-  to  Ma^ 
dren:  Joanna,  bnn?  rfc^‘he  f°llowing  chil- 


- married  p.k  6 “meiy-iwo  years. 
Northrop,  by  whom  he  ^ ^ u’  l7^-  to  Mary 
dren:  Joanna,  born  Octoh^  *?,Iowin*  chil- 
l'd March  ^ '77^  w*s 

d,cd  December  ^ Bo»sford.  and 
November  19  ,776  ’■  '832,  Mary  Ann,  born 

t0  James  Glover7  Annad"13^!.^  Au^usf  3.  1794, 
Josiah  Beardsle^ofW?  Apn’  8'  ™ 

}?B  dah-  born  July  ^atcrtown-  Conn. ; 
Canfield;  SilasNwm^  u7  '’  ™arried  Russell 
D83.  married  Nancv  vi^0r-n  SeP,ember  30, 
^rr|s.  governor  of  Co , °mS  (aunt  of  Luzon 
JUH  .785,  died  pfphC°nnec‘'cut)  : Volusia,  born 
D87.  died  in  infancy  pfP  \9’  1788:  lsaac'  horn 
■ °:  1 788 2iba,  born/’./n  born  December 

’nda  Griswold;  Maria  h If9'’  married  Mar- 

ned  Ambrose 'B™-  horn  Ma-V  >794,  mar- 
*nd»«man.  born  i°iMon™e'  ,his  county; 
Vl-  Ofthechildre  x6\'796'  d‘ed  in  l8l6. 

"^on,  joS,ah  Ben  jaminG**  ^°hn  Birdsey.  Sal- 

t!"  d,'d  A"S 


wife,  their  names  being  Andrew  B.  and  Polly  of 
whom  the  latter  born  in  1786,  married  Stephen 
Merwin,  and  died  September  23,  1824  Salmon 
son  of  John  (4)  was  born  Ma/3,  ,7^  andd°ed 
October  21,  1827;  his  wife,  Phcebe  (Beach),  a 
granddaughter  °f  Rev.  John  Beach,  was  born  in 
1 760  and  died  in  1835.  They  had  the  follow- 
mg  children:  Lucy  Ann,  born  June  22  178V 

John,  born  November  i,  1787,  married  Esther 
Beers,  and  died  May  IO,  1828;  Sarah  (1),  born 
April  15,  1790,  died  April  25,  1790;  Villeroy, 
born  June  17,  1794,  married  Susan  Hard,  and 
died  October  2,  1841;  Sarah  (2),  born  May  1, 
1799.  died  June  3,  1823.  Josiah,  son  of  John 
(4).  was  born  November  27,  1762,  and  died  No- 
vember 1,  1840;  he  was  married  September  4 
\l92t  ,!°  Rebecca-  daughter  of  Abel  Booth,  and 
the  following  children  were  born  to  their  union- 
Betsey,  born  October  22,  1794,  married  Henry 
Beers  on  January  2,  1817,  and  died  November 
4.  1835;  Abiel  Booth,  born  January  16,  1797  is 
mentioned  in  the  next  paragraph,  his  descend- 
ants being  traced  through  the  seventh  and  eighth 
generations;  Wheeler,  born  April  6,  1799,  died 
September  2,  1821.  Benjamin  Curtis  Giover, 
son  of  John  (4),  died  June  27, 1841,  aged  seventy 
years,  and  his  wife,  Clara  Peck,  died  October  2 
1832,  aged  sixty  years.  They  had  five  children,’ 
viz.:  Samuel,  born  in  1796,  died  December  7 
1824;  Marcia,  who  married  Hezekiah  Curtis,  is 
mentioned  in  the  next  paragraph;  John  Birdsey, 
born  September  n,  1803,  is  deceased;  Walter 
and  Benjamin  N.  are  mentioned  in  the  following 
paragraph.  Betsey  or  Elizabeth  Glover,  daugh- 
ter of  John  (4),  was  born  February  28,  1767, 
and  died  January  27,  1825;  she  was  married, 
July  1 1,  1790,  to  Sylvanus  Noble,  who  was  born 
July  n,  1756.  and  died  March  26,  1837;  they 
had  three  children,  viz.:  Birdsey  G.,  born  April 

26,  1791,  was  married  January  17,  1813,  toChar- 
lotte  Sanford;  John  G.,  born  January  14, 1793,  was 
married, February  4, 1 82 i,to  Abigail  S. Mygatt, and 
died  November  16,  1848;  Phebe  Marietta,  born 
November  1,  1795.  was  married  December  24, 
1820,  to  D.  A.  Foster.  Of  the  sons  of  James  (4), 
the  second  son  of  John  (3),  Ezra  was  born 
October  18,  1772,  and  died  September  4,  1826. 

He  was  married  September  28,  1794,  to  Anna 
Bennett,  who  died  February  3,  1812,  and  on  De- 
cember 1,  1814,  Ezra  married  (second)  Charlotte 
Beers,  the  widow  of  Thomas  Beers.  He  had 
three  children,  all  by  the  first  union:  Ira,  born 
October  4,  1796,  died  in  1811;  Bennett,  born 
December  20,  1798;  and  James  Edson,  born 
October  4,  1801,  who  married  Minerva  Prindle, 
and  died  in  December,  1850,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Susan,  who  died  about  December,  1854.  Rev. 
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Bennett  Glover,  son  of  James  (4),  became  a min- 
ister in  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  Erie,  Penn.,  March  25,  182S.  He  had 
two  sons,  who  died  in  childhood,  and  two  daugh- 
ters, one  of  whom  married  a Mr.  Call,  of  Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Vll.  Of  the  descendants  of  John  (4)  in  this 
generation  we  will  mention,  first,  James  Glover, 
who  was  born  November  19,  1776,  and  died 
September  19,  1836.  He  was  married  August  3, 
1794,  to  Anna  Glover,  by  whom  he  had  the  fol- 


24,  1835,  married  Sarah  E.  Curtis;  Sophia,  born 
July  29,  1837,  married  Jason  Haynes,  and  died 
in  early  womanhood;  and  Betsey,  born  July  2, 

I 1839,  married  Ezra  Meeker.  Benjamin  N. 

! Glover,  son  of  Benjamin  Curtis  Glover,  was  born 
in  1812.  and  died  June  2,  1860.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  February  12,  1845,  to  Harriet  A.  Lake, 
daughter  of  Ziba  Lake,  of  Brookfield,  and  they 
had  three  children,  viz. : Birdsey,  born  April  30, 
1846;  Walter  Henry,  born  October  1 6,  1848; 
and  Lemuel,  born  December  3,  1852. 


lowing  children:  Flora,  born  October  18,  1795, 
was  married  March  31,  1813,  to  Alonzo  Beers; 
Granville  Stoddard,  born  April  17,  1797,  was 
married  January  16.  1821,  to  Mary  Hawley; 
Charlotte,  born  February  6,  1799,  was  married 
May  17,  1817,  to  Squire  Van  Smith;  Sophia, 
born  November  16,  1800,  was  married  December 
1,  1820,  to  Botsford  Terrill;  Roswell,  born  De- 
cember 28,  1802,  married  (first)  Polly  Ann  Fer- 
ris, and  (second),  on  March  18,  1836,  Esther 
Bradley;  Julia,  born  October  16,  1804,  was 
married  September  24,  1832,  to  Botsford  Terrill; 
Norman  Booth,  born  January  22,  1807,  was 
married  March  20,  1833,  to  Esther  Hawley,  and 
on  May  to,  1843,  to  Amelia  Gilbert;  Volusia, 
born  January  26,  1809,  was  married  Feb- 

ruary 28.  1827,  to  Austin  N.  Botsford,  and 
died  in  December,  1893;  Mary  Ann,  born 
October  20,  1810,  died  May  18,  1833;  Em- 
ma, born  February  1,  1813,  was  married 

June  28,  1836,  to  George  Foote,  of  Hobart,  N. 
Y.;  James  Nelson,  born  August  15,  1817,  was 
married  December  24,  1840,  to  Sally  D.  Wet- 
more;  and  George  Heman,  born  July  4,  1820, 
was  married  December  30,  1841,  to  Elmira  Page! 
Of  the  children  of  Josiah,  son  of  John  (4),  Abie! 
Booth  Glover  was  born  January  16,  1797,  and 
died  October  13,  1825;  he  was  married  May  2, 
1822,  to  Maria  Nichols,  daughter  of  David 
Nichols,  and  had  two  children:  Mary  Eliza 

born  May  5,  1823,  died  September  5,  1825’ 
and  Henry  Beers,  who  is  mentioned  more 
fully  in  the  next  paragraph.  Of  the  children 
of  Benjamin  Curtis  Glover,  son  of  John  (4) 
Marcia,  who  married  Hezekiah  Curtis,  had  three 
children:  Betsey,  who  married  (first)  Daniel  Hin- 
man  and  (second)  Samuel  Curtis:  Benjamin,  who 
™a"!edll.La“r,au  Lewis,  and  Mary,  who  married 
(first)  a Mr.  Wheeler  and  (second)  Samuel  Curtis. 
Walter,  son  of  Benjamin  Curtis  Glover,  was  born 
in  1800,  and  died  September  3,  1847:  he  was 
married  January  13,  ,829,10  Marcia  Botsford, 
by  whom  he  had  five  children:  Samuel  Curtis 
born  December  29,  ,83,;  John  Birdsey,  born 
September  ,8  ,833.  is  unmarried,  and  resides 
in  Dubuque,  Iowa;  Henry  Botsford,  born  July 


VIII.  Henry  Beers  Glover,  son  of  Abiel 
Booth  Glover,  and  great-grandson  of  John  (4), 
was  born  December  8,  1824,  and  was  married 
July  30,  1848.  to  Eliza  Maria  Blakeslee,  daughter 
of  William  Blakeslee.  She  died  in  May,  1875. 
They  had  four  children,  viz. : William  Booth,  born 
September  15,  1850,  died  September  9.  1851; 
Florence  Stanley,  born  July  28,  1854,  married 
Abel  Clark,  and  died  April  3,  1891;  Mary  Blakes- 
lee, born  October  31,  1856,  married  William 
Beecher;  and  Maria  Nichols,  born  May  7,  1859, 
died  May  1 5,  1859. 


PjHlLO  NICHOLS  is  a successful  business 
_ man  of  Newtown,  and  as  the  only  lumber 
dealer  of  his  locality  has  enjoyed  for  many  years 
a large  and  profitable  trade.  While  he  has  never 
sought  prominence  in  any  waj,  his  excellent 
qualities  have  secured  for  him  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  his  influ- 
ence, though  quietly  exerted,  is  recognized  as  a 
force  in  various  lines  of  local  progress. 

The  Nichols  family  has  been  identified  with 
Newtown  from  pioneer  times.  [See  Nichols 
genealogy  elsewhere.]  Nathaniel  Nichols,  the 
great-great-grandfather  of  Philo,  born  April  8. 
1708,  settled  in  Newtown,  where  in  1730  he  was 
married  to  Ann  Booth.  Their  eldest  son,  Peter 
Nichols,  the  great-grandfather  of  Philo,  born  in 
Newtown.  March  1,  1732,  married,  April  29, 
1753.  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Lemuel  Camp.  Capt- 
Peter  Nichols,  as  he  was  called,  died  January  15> 
1799,  and  his  wife  died  October  12,  1793-  ^a' 

thaniel  Nichols  (2),  born  July  11,  1769.  married 
Grace  Sherman,  daughter  of  Jotham  and  Grace 
(Peck)  Sherman.  Later  he  removed  to  Sanborn, 
Vt.,  where  his  first  wife  died,  and  he  finally  lo- 
cated at  Natchez,  Miss.,  where  his  remaining 
years  were  spent.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had 
two  children:  Henry,  our  subject’s  father,  and 
Grace,  who  married  a Tousey.  By  his  second 
wife,  whom  he  married  in  Natchez,  he  had  three 
children:  Charles  G.,  a merchant,  Henry  S. . and 
Philo. 

Henry  Nichols  was  born  January  4,  1 79 4>  in 
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Newtown,  and  throughout  his  active  life  was 
engaged  in  farming  in  South  Center  District,  of 
that  town.  While  he  never  attained  to  great 
wealth,  he  had  a fair  competence,  and  as  a citi- 
zen and  neighbor  he  was  held  in  high  regard.  His 
patriotism  was  shown  by  gallant  service  in  the 
war  of  1812.  He  was  a member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  which  he  had  been  baptized  in  in- 
fancy, and  his  sympathies  were  at  all  times  on  the 
side  of  social  and  educational  advancement.  He 
died  September8,  1878,  sincerely  mourned  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  His 
wife,  Sarah  (Blackman),  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  June,  1825.  was  a daughter  of  Eli  and  Mary 
Ann  Curtis  Blackman,  of  Huntington,  Fairfield 
county.  She  survived  him  some  years,  dying  on 
May  2,  1 886,  in  her  eighty-seventh  year.  They 
had  three  children,  of  whom  Philo  was  the  young- 
est. (1)  David  M.,  born  July  1,  1826,  died  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1893.  He  was  for  many  years  a suc- 
cessful boiler  maker  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  attain- 
ing a fine  reputation  in  that  line  of  work.  His 
first  wife,  Caroline  (Crane),  of  New  York,  died 
leaving  one  son,  John  Henry,  who  is  now  resid- 
uu  m Brook|yn'  and  by  his  second  wife,  Mrs. 
rhoebe  Tompkins,  ne'e  Crane,  he  had  one  son, 
David  Arthur,  also  a resident  of  Brooklyn.  (2) 
fary  born  May  28,  1828,  married  Samuel  Cur- 
tis, a button  and  comb  manufacturer  of  Berkshire 
D'stnct,  Newtown.  She  died  March  22,  1871. 
■ ™ 1 1°  Nichols  was  born  April  27,  1832,  at  the 
0 home  in  South  Centre  District,  Newtown  town- 
s ip,  and  after  attending  the  common  schools  of 
e yicmuy  f°r  a time  pursued  more  advanced 
D les  ln  the  academy  at  Newtown  and  a board- 
ing  sc  ool  in  the  same  village  conducted  by 

riPTw-PeCck'  ,0n  February  28.  >854.  he  mar- 
hom..  ISS  Sar?B  E-  Glover,  and  established  his 
a feftn  in  Zoar  District,  Newtown 
i8fic  'iV wBere  be  followed  agriculture  until 
businpec  b°“*  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 
eratifvin 1 wblcb  be  bas  evcr  since  followed  with 
Remihli6  TItSC  ,n  Politics  he  is  a stanch 
is  inte  bUt  n*  1S  n0t  an  office-seeker.  He 
of  the  6 ln  3 ,bat  pertains  to  the  welfare 
ber  he  and  while  not  a Church  mem- 


pal  Chnrrbr'bU!fS  t0  the  suPPort  of  the  Episco- 
and  his  fam'ilvnd  l°  °ther  worthy  causes.  He 
an  active  ™ . * Promment  socially,  and  he  is 

longing  toHireriVha  MaSOn'C  Fraternity>  be- 
and  the  Ph  . mL°dRe  Na  lS-  F-  & A.  M„ 
NichoU  h,  Pte.r’J0f  Newtown.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  B T had  three  ^ren.  as  follows: 
■ , Dorn  January  18.  1855,  died  March 


7 1 8 c- * r J uq‘j  ios5 
gust  1 5 ^/.,86/aCe'^rnJUne  1 5'  "1 863.  died  Au- 

Was  married '0ctlhRUth' b°o”  AugUSt  *7'  i865- 

d °c‘ober  1.  ,895,  to  Hobart  H. 


Curtis,  of  the  firm  of  Warner,  Taylor  & Curtis, 
of  Sandy  Hook,  and  has  one  child — Marion  Nich- 
ols Curtis. 

Mrs.  Nichols  is  a daughter  of  Villeroy  Glover, 
and  a descendant  of  Henry  Glover,  an  early  set- 
tler at  New  Haven,  who  came  from  England  in 
1636;  the  family  has  long  been  prominent  in  this 
section  and  a genealogical  sketch  is  given  else- 
where in  this  volume.  On  the  maternal  side 
Mrs.  Glover  is  descended  from  James  Hard  and 
his  wife  Elizabeth,  who  had  several  children, 
among  them  James,  James  (2)  (born  in  1695, 
died  in  1775),  and  Abner.  Abner  Hard  married 
Hannah  Beers  in  1740,  and  died  in  1785.  Nirom 
Hard,  one  of  their  sons,  was  the  great-grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Nichols.  He  was  born  in  1740, 
and  in  1764  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Benja- 
min and  Elizabeth  Curtis;  he  died  in  1834.  They 
had  six  children:  Sally,  who  married  Alfred 
Divine  Curtis:  Mercy,  wife  of  Mr.  Weed;  Han- 
nah, who  never  married;  Lazarus,  who  made  his 
home  in  Bristol.  Conn. ; Benjamin,  the  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Nichols;  and  Cyrenius,  who  did 
not  marry. 

Benjamin  Hard  was  born  February  8,  1779. 
and  became  a leading  resident  of  Toddy  Hill 
District,  Newtown.  As  a citizen  he  was  held  in 
high  esteem,  and  he  was  especially  active  in  re- 
ligious work,  taking  the  entire  supervision  of  the 
construction  of  St.  James  Episcopal  Church  at 
Zoar.  H e also  did  much  public  business,  and  was 
largely  employed  in  the  settlement  of  estates.  On 
December  17.  1801,  be  married  Mabel  Tomlin- 
son, daughter  of  Webb  Tomlinson.  His  death 
occurred  May  1,  1836,  and  his  wife  survived  him 
many  years,  passing  away  June  29,  1865.  Of 
their  three  children  the  eldest,  Charles,  born  May 
21,  1804,  married  Eliza  Greaton,  of  New  York, 
and  died  February  17,  1873;  Susan  (the  mother 
of  Mrs.  Nichols)  was  born  October  13,  1806, 
married  Villeroy  Glover,  and  died  January  18, 
1847,  and  Sarah,  born  May  8,  1820,  married 
Charles  Johnson,  and  died  March  22,  1892,  leav- 
ing no  children. 


BIRDSEY  C.  and  LEMUEL  P.  GLOVER, 

well-known  residents  of  Hanover  District, 

town  of  Newtown,  are  the  present  owners  of  the 
old  family  homestead,  a fine  estate,  which  their 
industrv  and  good  management  maintain  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  These  two  brothers  are 
members  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly- 
esteemed  families  of  the  county,  and  are  lineal 
descendants  of  Henry  Glover,  an  early  settler  at 
New  Haven,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Eng- 
land in  1636.  The  name  appears  in  the  records 
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has  been  given  by  them  to  fattening  cattle,  and  enterprises,  and  at  present  be  is  engaged  in  lum- 
they  have  made  frequent  visits  to  the  West  for  bering,  in  manufacturing  vinegar,  and  in  a our 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  stock,  this  line  of  work  and  feed  business,  in  all  of  which  he  is  success  u . 
having  previously  been  carried  on  successfully  by  He  was  married  in  Stockbridge,  Mass..  Decern  er 
their  father.  In  politics  they  are  both  stanch  : 22.  1874,  to  Miss  Alice  A.  Wentworth,  daug  er 
Republicans,  but  they  do  not  take  an  active  part  of  Ebenezer  Wentworth,  a well-known  citizen  0 
in  the  work  of  the  organization,  and  when  nomi-  that  town.  They  have  one  son,  Charles  ■ > 
nations  for  office  have  been  offered  them,  they  now  a student  at  Storr’s  Agricultural  College  a 
have  invariably  declined.  They  are  in  full  sym-  Storrs.  Conn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fairchild  are  prom 
pathy  with  all  movements  for  the  benefit  of  their  inent  in  social  life,  and  are  active  in  religious 
community,  and  are  leading  members  of  Trinity  j work  as  members  of  the  Congregational  Churc 
Episcopal  Church  of  Newtown,  contributing  gen-  1 at  Trumbull.  . 

erously  to  its  work.  j The  Fairchild  family  originated  probably  in 

Birdsey  C.  Glover  was  married  April  2,  1873,  ! Scotland,  where  the  name  was,  and  still  is,  Fair- 
to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Northrop,  daughter  of  Walter  I bairn,  but  the  ancestors  of  our  subject  remove 
Northrop,  Jr. , a prominent  resident  of  Newtown,  i to  England  at  an  early  period.  On  the  farm  y 
and  three  children  have  been  born  to  them:  crest  there  are  three  crescents,  showing  tha 

Emma,  who  died  May  20,  1893,  at  the  age  i three  prisoners  were  taken  by  some  of  its  mem- 
of  nineteen  years;  Bessie  E. , born  November  1,  ! bers  while  serving  as  Crusaders,  and  three  bir  s 

1876;  and  Florence  A.,  born  August  31,  1882,  1 (martlets),  indicating  three  pilgrimages  to  the  Holy 
are  at  home.  Lemuel  P.  Glover,  brother  of  I Land.  The  first  to  come  to  America  was  Thomas 

Birdsey,  is  unmarried.  | Fairchild,  of  England,  who  settled  at  Stratford, 

i this  county,  in  1639,  and  became  a leader  in  the 

| little  colony,  serving  as  its  first  magistrate.  our 

HON.  ERWIN  S.  FAIRCHILD,  of  Nichols,  I subject  is  of  the  eighth  generation  in  descen 
is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Trumbull  i from  this  worthy  pioneer,  the  line  being  traced  as 
township,  and  few  have  done  as  much  as  he  to  I follows:  Joseph  (eldest  son  of  Thomas  by  h>s 
promote  the  best  interests  of  that  locality.  As  a ! second  wife)  was  born  in  1664,  and  married  Jo- 
founder  and  active  member  of  the  Village  1m-  hanna  Wilcoxson;  Timothy,  born  in  Stratford  in 
provement  Association  of  Nichols  he  helped  to  1687,  married  Sarah  Humphrey;  Daniel,  born  in 
give  new  impetus  to  the  development  of  that  1720.  married  Hepzibah  Lewis;  Lewis,  born  in 

thriving  community,  while  as  a worker  in  the  Trumbull  in  1 746,  married  Mary  Ufiord;  Reuben, 

Trumbull  Grange  he  has  aided  in  the  dissemina-  our  subject's  grandfather,  and  Charles  Nic  0 
tion  of  scientific  knowledge  among  his  fellow  ag-  Fairchild,  our  subject’s  father,  are  mentioned 
riculturists.  He  is  an  influential  worker  in  the  i more  fully  below.  The  family  displayed  a pa  ri 
local  Democratic  organization,  and  has  held  every  \ otic  spirit  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  severs 
public  office  in  his  town,  from  selectman  down,  1 of  its  members  doing  gallant  service  in  Was  wg 
his  service  as  a member  of  the  school  board  i ton  s army,  and  at  all  times  the  name  has  ee 
being  especially  fruitful  in  good  results.  As  a I associated  with  a high  order  of  citizenship- 
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of  this  county  two  generations  later,  and  for  many 
years  the  immediate  ancestors  of  these  gentlemen 
have  been  identified  with  the  town  of  Newtown. 
Their  father,  Benjamin  N.  Glover,  who  was  born 
in  1 8 12,  died  in  i860;  their  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Harriet  A.  Lake,  is  still  liv- 
ing at  the  old  homestead.  There  were  three 
children:  Birdsey  C.,  born  April  30,  1846;  Wal- 
ter Henry,  born  October  16,  1848;  and  Lemuel 
P.,  born  December  3,  1852. 

Ever  since  the  death  of  the  father  the  two 
brothers,  whose  names  open  this  sketch,  have 
had  charge  of  the  old  farm,  although,  when  that 
sad  event  occurred,  they  were  but  fifteen  and 
eight  years  of  age,  respectively.  In  this  under- 
taking they  have  shown  marked  ability,  and  have 
won  deserved  success,  ranking  among  the  sub- 


member of  the  State  Legislature  in  1893  he  did 
efficient  work,  not  only  for  his  constituents,  but 
for  the  people  of  the  State  at  large,  and  the  fol- 
lowing brief  history  of  him  will  be  of  general 
interest. 

Mr.  Fairchild  was  born  at  Nichols,  November 
21,  1853,  and  after  a preliminary  course  of  study 
in  the  district  schools  of  that  neighborhood  he 
attended  Strong’s  Military  Institute  at  Bridge- 
port. On  leaving  school  he  became  a bookkeeper 
for  Dean,  La  Mont  & Co.  at  their  woolen-mill  in 
Bridgeport,  and  later  he  spent  six  years  in  their 
establishment  at  Stockbridge,  Mass.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Bridgeport,  and  for  two  years  conducted 
the  Berkshire  coal  yard,  of  which  he  was  the  pro- 
prietor, and  later  he  purchased  a farm  at  Nichols, 
where  he  made  his  permanent  home.  Since  lo- 

1 . 1 1 1 1 od  in  vannns 
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Reuben  Fairchild,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  1782,  and  died  October  4, 
1855.  He  received  a common-school  education, 
and  in  his  youth  learned  the  cabinet-maker’s 
trade.  As  a young  man  he  became  interested  in 
the  manufacture  of  saddle-trees  at  Nichol’s 
Farms,  Trumbull  township,  where  he  made  his 
home,  and  he  and  his  brother  Eben,  under  the 
firm  name  of  R.  & E.  Fairchild,  built  up  an  ex- 
tensive trade  in  that  line.  In  1817  Eben  re- 
moved to  Bridgeport  to  take  charge  of  a similar 
business,  and  in  1826  Reuben  formed  a partner- 
ship with  Eben  and  another  brother,  Lewis,  and 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper.  About 
1836  he  established  a carriage  factory  in  Bridge- 
port, in  partnership  with  Haight,  Hurd  & Keeler, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Haight.  Fairchild  & Co., 
but  in  1840  he  withdrew,  and  his  remaining  years 
were  spent  in  farming.  He  married  Anna  Hawley, 
and  had  six  children:  Caroline,  Elizabeth,  Mary 
Ann,  Starr,  Lewis  and  Charles  Kichols. 

Hon.  Charles  Nichols  Fairchild,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Trumbull,  October  27, 
1S1S,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  school  at 
l ichol  s Farms.  He  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
nage making  in  Bridgeport,  and  for  a short  time 
was  engaged  in  that  business  at  Nichol’s  Farms, 
ut  has  since  followed  farming  as  an  occupation. 
e is  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  has  been 
elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  to  various  offi- 
eia  positions,  including  that  of  representative  in 
e tate  Legislature.  His  first  wife,  Louisa 
ceach,  daughter  of  Alfred  Beach,  of  Trumbull 
enter,  died  on  August  13,  1845,  aged  twenty- 
ur  .'ears,  and  on  April  21,  1846,  he  married 
"J  p Mar>’  B-  Banks,  daughter  of  S.  O.  Banks, 
. aSp0n’  ®y  h's  first  marriage  he  had  two 
; "V  Henry  Charles  and  Alfred  Beach,  both  of 
tbe  secon<f  union  there  were 

Star  W°  cbl|dren:  Laura  Frances,  and  Erwin 
starr,  our  subject. 


*■’  BROWNSON  (deceased),  wh 
Humin'".  1 etlme  was  a prominent  agriculturi 
farm  " l°WnshiP’  was  the  owner  of  a 
scientific^  viBa£e  °f  Huntington,  and 
tation  as  mana£ement  won  for  him  a high  n 
S lmy  man  0f  wcssive  ideas  and  ex 

Jt  Btown3°n  family,  which  is  of  Englisl 

I.S“ MriM  *i,h 

Israel  Rrr,  ^ date>  an<f  °ur  subject’s  grandfat 

wfi  ht  rsun'  „Was  born  Probab“y  in  K 

^hbh^^eh0°dwaa  Passed.  He  was  a 
given  to  ao  • i tbouSb  nrauch  of  his  time 
s’  en  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  in  K 


and  his  wife,  Anna  (Dayton),  passed  from  earth 
in  1822.  They  had  four  children:  Eliza,  Hannah, 
Anna  and  Sheldon  M. 

Sheldon  M.  Brownson,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Kent,  and  was  married 
there  to  Miss  Alma  Goodsell,  who  was  born  near 
New  Milford,  the  daughter  of  Stiles  Goodsell. 
Soon  after  his  marriage  he  removed  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  where  he  followed  farming 
about  sixteen  years,  but  later  returned  to  Con- 
necticut in  about  1 849,  locating  permanently  in 
the  town  of  Huntington,  his  death  occurring  there 
in  1886.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  and 
he  and  his  wife,  who  died  in  1884,  were  devout 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Of  their 
eight  children, theeldest,  Hannah  (now  deceased), 
married  Col.  John  Stearns,  of  Vermont,  an  official 
in  the  employ  of  the  general  government;  Chloe 
A.  died  unmarried;  Abigail  married  Dr.  John 
Neff,  of  Baltimore;  Henry  1.,  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below;  Byron  is  a farmer 
in  the  town  of  Huntington;  William  H.,  formerly 
a merchant  in  Chicago,  was  burned  out  there  in 
1870,  and  subsequently  conducted  a fruit  farm 
in  Vineland.  N.  J.,  where  he  died  October  3, 
1898;  Medad  G.  (deceased)  was  a farmer  in 
Great  Barrington,  Mass.,  and  Charles  (deceased) 
was  at  one  time  a traveling  salesman,  later  a 
merchant  in  Chicago. 

Henry  1.  Brownson,  our  subject,  was  born 
December  16.  1833,  in  New  Milford,  and  was 
but  a child  when  his  parents  removed  to  Pennsyl- 
vania. At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  returned  to 
Connecticut  and  found  employment  at  Bridge- 
port, where  he  worked  for  five  years.  He  resided 
in  the  town  of  Huntington  from  the  year  1849, 
following  farming  during  the  greater  portion  of 
the  time,  and  from  1865  up  to  his  death  be  made 
his  home  at  his  late  farm.  The  place  contains 
140  acres  of  excellent  land,  and  is  devoted  to 
general  crops,  a fine  greenhouse  supplying  facili- 
ties for  raising  early  vegetables  of  all  sorts.  Mr. 
Brownson  died  June  25.  1898,  after  a years  ill- 
ness. He  was  a Republican  politically,  but  took 
no  active  part  in  partisan  work.  In  1869  he 
married  Miss  Anna  Booth,  a native  of  Newtown, 
and  a daughter  of  Lewis  Booth,  a leading  citizen 
of  New  Milford.  Four  children  have  blessed  this 
union:  Harry  B.  (who  now  takes  charge  of  the 
active  work  on  the  homestead),  Mary  Louise, 
Edith  E.  (deceased)  and  Anna  G. 


HOMER  ST1LL£  CUMMINGS  is  a rising 
_ voung  attorney  of  Stamford, and  since  1895 
has  been  the  junior  partner  in  the  well-known 
firm  of  Fessenden,  Carter  & Cummings.  He  has 
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already  won  an  enviable  reputation  at  the  Bar, 
while  he  is  also  taking  a prominent  part  in  polit- 
ical life  as  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  principles 
ol  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Cummings  was  born  April  30,  1870,  at 
Chicago,  111.,  and  is  the  only  child  of  Uriah  and 
Audie  Schuyler  (Stills))  Cummings,  of  New  York 
City.  His  father,  who  is  a native  of  the  Empire 
State,  is  the  president  of  The  Cummings  Cement 
Company  (which  owns  an  extensive  plant  at 
Akron,  N.  Y.)  and  the  author  of  a technical 
treatise  on  “American  Rock  Cements,"  which 
was  published  by  the  Brick  Builders’  Publishing 
Company,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  has  made  a 
wide  impression,  being  regarded  as  authority  on 
that  subject  in  scientific  circles. 

Our  subject's  early  life  was  mainly  spent  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  prepared  for  college, 
and  in  1891  he  was  graduated  from  Yale.  He 
then  entered  the  law  school  connected  with  that 
institution,  and  in  1893  received  the  degree  of 
LL.  B.  During  his  stay  at  Yale  he  represented  i 
the  University  in  an  intercollegiate  debate  with 
Harvard  University,  the  meeting  being  held  at 
Cambridge,  and  he  was  also  connected  with 
various  societies  at  the  University,  including 
• • Book  and  Gavel  " and  * * The  Yale  Kent  Club,  ” 
ol  which  he  was  president.  In  the  fall  of  1893 
he  located  at  Stamford,  entering  the  office  of 
Fessenden  A*  Carter,  and  on  January  1,  1895.  he 
was  admitted  as  a member  of  the  firm.  He  is 
secretary  of  The  Cummings  Cement  Company, 
the  corporation  of  which  his  father  is  the  head, 
and  few  young  men  have  started  in  life  with  as 
brilliant  prospects.  He  has  always  taken  a keen 
interest  in  political  affairs,  and  being  a member 
of  a family  which  had  long  been  identified  with 
the  Republican  party  he  naturally  affiliated  with 
that  organization,  but  while  engaged  in  the  ex- 
amination of  political  and  social  questions  he  be- 
came convinced  that  the  restoration  of  bimetal- 
ism  bv  the  independent  action  of  this  nation  was 
necessary  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  He 
decided  that  he  would  give  his  vote  and  influence  I 
to  the  party  which  should  first  accept  that  view 
and  carry  it  to  the  front  as  a national  issue,  and 
in  1896,  when  the  Democratic  party  clearly  en- 
dorsed the  principle,  he  joined  that  organization 
and  at  once  began  to  work  for  its  success.  In 
September  of  that  year  he  was  nominated  by  the  I 
Democratic  State  Convention  at  New  Haven  for 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  from  that  time 
until  the  day  of  election  conducted  an  aggressive 
and  vigorous  campaign,  and  established  a reputa- 
tion as  a brilliant  and  effective  political  speaker. 

On  ]une  29,  1897.  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Helen  W.  Smith,  and  the  next  five  months  he 


spent  in  a foreign  tour.  Mrs.  Cummings  is  a 
daughter  of  Commodore  James  D.  Smith,  of  the 
New  York  Yacht  Club,  who  is  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  Stamford,  and  at  one  time  was  the  presi- 
dent of  the  New  Stock  York  Exchange.  Mr.  Cum- 
mings and  his  wife  are  popular  socially.  They 
have  one  child,  Dickinson  Schuyler  Cummings, 
born  June  17,  1898.  Mr.  Cummings  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  belonging  to 
Old  Hiram  Lodge  No.  1,  F.  and  A.  M.,  at  New 
Haven,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  No.  999,  of  Stamford. 


JfOEL  FARIST. of  Bridgeport,  is  a ruling  spirit 
in  many  of  the  business  enterprises  of  that 
thriving  city,  and  his  reputation  as  a financier 
is  an  enviable  one.  His  name  is  more  closely 
identified  with  The  Farist  Steel  Company,  of 
which  he  is  the  founder  and  present  head;  but  his 
sound  practical  judgment  and  rare  executive 
1 ability  have  caused  his  co-operation  to  besought 
in  almost  every  line  of  business  effort. 

Mr.  Farist  was  born  June  27,  1832,  in  Shef- 
field, England,  a son  of  Joseph  Farist,  who  was 
also  a native  of  Sheffield.  He  came  to  America 
in  1844  to  follow  the  trade  of  a steel-forging  man, 
being  one  of  the  first  workers  in  that  line  in  this 
country,  and  after  spending  some  years  in  Cov- 
ington, Ky..  in  an  iron  mill,  he  removed  to  Pitts- 
burg, and  later  to  Jersey  City,  where  he  helped 
to  organize  the  Adirondack  Steel  Company.  He 
died  at  Windsor  Locks,  Conn.,  in  1 86 1 , his  wife, 
Grace  (Wolstenholm),  passing  away  six  days 
later. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  city,  and  was  also  employed  for  a time 
in  a rolling-mill  there.  In  1845  he  joined  his 
father  in  Covington,  afterward  accompanying  him 
to  Pittsburg,  being  employed  in  rolling-mills  m 
both  places.  On  going  to  Jersey  City  he  entered 
upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the  blacksmith's  trade, 
receiving  for  one  year  and  a half  nine  dollars  per 
I month  for  board,  and  three  dollars  per  month  for 
clothing.  Four  years  he  then  spent  in  work  at 
the  rolling-mills  of  the  Adirondack  Steel  Com- 
pany, in  the  capacity  of  blacksmith  and  roller, 
and  for  a year  and  a half  he  held  a similar  posi- 
tion with  the  Rockaway  Steel  Manufacturing 
i Company,  at  Rockaway,  N.  J.  The  firm  failing, 
and  Mr.  Farist  desiring  to  engage  in  the  business 
for  himself,  he  formed  a partnership  with  two 
other  workmen,  and  leased  a portion  of  the  plant 
of  the  Rockaway  Manufacturing  Company,  the 
capital  of  the  new  partners  being  $I3°>  $9°  an° 
$230  respectively.  They  continued  on  a part  0 
the  old  plant  for  six  months,  and  so  successfu 
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was  their  venture  that  they  decided  in  the  early 
part  of  1857  to  lease  for  three  years  the  Pompton 
Rolling  Mill,  near  Paterson,  N.  J.,  which  they 
operated  through  the  financial  panic  of  1857.  In 
i860  Mr.  Farist  removed  to  Windsor  Locks, 
Conn.,  where  he  again  engaged  just  at  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cast  steel  under  the  firm  name  of  Joel 
Farist  & Co.,  manufacturing  gun  barrel  and 
bayonet  steel  for  the  United  States  Government 
arsenal  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  in  1863  he 
organized  The  Farist  Steel  Company.  In  1872 
the  present  plant  in  Bridgeport  (then  called  the 
American  Silver  Steel  Company^  was  purchased 
and  put  into  operation  under  the  firm  name  of 
Farist  & Windsor.  In  1874  The  Farist  Steel 
Company,  which  had  in  the  meantime  continued 
the  business  in  Windsor  Locks,  sold  to  the  new 
company,  and  the  entire  business  was  consoli- 
dated at  Bridgeport  under  the  special  charter  of 
‘‘The  Farist  Steel  Company.”  Mr.  Farist  is 
president  of  the  company.  George  Windsor  being 
treasurer.  They  manufacture  steel  forgings  and 
shapes  of  all  kinds;  they  also  manufacture  and 
roll  their  own  steel  for  spiral  and  elliptical  car 
springs  for  market,  having  agencies  in  Chicago, 
St.  Louis  and  New  York.  Mr.  Farist  organized 
and  was  president  of  the  Bridgeport  Crucible 
Company,  in  which  he  is  still  the  largest  stock- 
holder, and  he  has  more  or  less  been  directly 
interested  in  other  manufacturing  concerns  too 
numerous  to  mention. 

For  fifteen  years  past  he  has  served  as  direct- 
or in  the  Pequonnock  National  Bank  at  Bridge- 
port, and  he  was  chief  promoter  and  first  presi- 
dent of  the  Bridgeport  Electric  Light  Company, 
•continuing  in  office  until  he  sold  his  shares  in  the 
enterprise.  He  has  also  been  an  active  member 
of  the  Bridgeport  Board  of  Trade  since  its  organi- 
zation. He  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the 
Sea  Side  Club.  As  a citizen  he  is  progressive 
and  public  spirited,  and  his  interest  in  educational 
affairs  is  shown  by  nine  years  of  effective  work 
as  a member  of  the  Bridgeport  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, and  as  vice-president  of  the  Bridgeport 
Hospital,  since  its  organization.  For  thirty-five 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  M . E.  Church, 
and  for  twenty-eight  years  he  has  served  on  the 
board  of  trustees.  Socially,  he  and  his  family 
are  much  esteemed,  and  he  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

In  1855  Mr.  Farist  was  married  in  Rockawav, 
N-  J.,  to  Miss  Eliza  Estelle,  who  died  in  1866  in 
Windsor  Locks.  In  1867,  at  Warwick,  N.  Y., 
he  married  Miss  Martha  A.  Wood.  By  the  first 
marriage  he  had  four  children:  Stephen  and 
Maggie,  deceased;  Annie,  the  wife  of  Arthur  E. 


Penfield,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  “The  Baird, 
Untiedt  and  Penfield  Company,"  hatters,  of 
Bethel,  this  county;  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 
By  the  second  union  there  were  three  children: 
J.  Windsor  Farist,  secretary  for  The  Farist  Steel 
Company;  Charles  S.  Farist,  who  died  Decem- 
ber 3,  1898;  and  Lulu  E.  Farist.  Mr.  Farist 
is  recognized  among  cast-steel  workers  as  being 
the  oldest  living  representative  of  the  manufact- 
urers of  cast  steel  in  this  country.  He  is 
actively  engaged  at  the  works  every  day,  super- 
intending, and  working  each  day  as  he  has  done 
during  the  past  forty-five  years. 


WILLIAM  H.  SAXTON,  now  retired  from 

active  business,  and  residing  in  one  of  the 

many  elegant  homes  of  Fairfield  county,  is  one  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  Saugatuck,  town  of 
Westport. 

Born  in  New  York  City,  May  1,  1842,  Mr. 
Saxton  is  the  son  of  Stephen  R.  Saxton,  a native 
of  Long  Island,  born  in  1813,  of  English  extrac- 
tion on  his  father's  side.  He  was  reared  in  Long 
Island,  and  when  a young  man  went  into  busi- 
ness in  New  York,  becoming  a merchant  and  im- 
porter of  goods,  and  a manufacturer.  He  was  a 
young  man  of  intelligence  and  business  tact, 
which  was  soon  evidenced  in  the  large  business 
he  developed  and  the  success  which  attended  his 
efforts.  He  became  a man  of  means  and  influ- 
ence, and  left  his  impression  upon  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  lived.  He  married  Samantha 
Porter,  who  was  born  near  Danbury,  Conn.,  a 
daughter  of  Menander  Porter,  a native  of  Bridge- 
water,  Litchfield  county.  After  their  marriage 
they  settled  in  a home  in  New  York.  In  about 
1850  he  purchased  the  property  in  Saugatuck 
and  built  the  elegant  home  in  which  our  subject, 
his  only  child,  now  resides,  and  where  the  father 
died  in  1886.  His  widow  survives.  Both  were 
identified  with  the  Congregational  Church.  In 
his  political  views  he  was  a Republican. 

William  H.  Saxton  passed  the  first  fourteen 
years  of  his  life  in  New  York,  but  since  that  time, 
with  the  exception  of  when  abroad,  he  has  re- 
sided at  Saugatuck.  In  boyhood  he  attended 
the  Green’s  Farms  Academy,  then  under  the  prin- 
cipalship  of  Ebenezer  Adams,  and  after  com- 
pleting the  course  of  study  there,  he  went  to  New 
York,  where  he  began  his  business  career  as  a 
clerk  in  his  father's  business,  subsequently  be- 
coming a partner.  For  some  eight  or  ten  years 
he  represented  the  firm  in  Paris,  France.  He 
possessed  that  tact  and  business  acumen  evi- 
denced in  his  father,  and  has  been  successful  in 
his  undertakings,  which  has  enabled  him  to  have 
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such  of  this  world’s  comforts  and  luxuries  that  are  Danbury;  August  is  a machinist  at  Hartford;  and 
enjoyable  and  elevating.  His  elegant  home  and  Robert  C.  is  now  in  the  employ  of  our  subject, 
beautiful  grounds  on  the  bank  of  the  Saugatuck,  Mr.  Braun  was  five  years  old  when  the  fam- 
overlooking  that  stream,  bespeak  the  taste  and  ily  removed  to  Hartford,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
refinement  of  its  occupants.  hood,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the  public 

On  August  2 i , 1867,  Mr.  Saxton  was  married  schools.  He  learned  the  tailor’s  trade  under  his 
to  Miss  Emily  F.  Sherwood,  a daughter  of  Fred-  father’s  instructions,  and  in  March,  1879,  loca- 
erick  Sherwood,  of  Westport,  Fairfield  county,  ted  in  Danbury,  securing  employment  with  F. 
After  their  marriage  they  resided  in  Saugatuck  T.  Haldin.  After  six  months  he  purchased  his 
one  year;  thence  went  to  Paris,  France,  where  they  employer’s  business,  giving  notes  for  the  amount, 
made  their  home  for  a period,  then  returned,  and  as  he  had  no  funds  at  hand,  and  by  industry  and 
have  since  occupied  their  present  home.  This  thrift  he  has  succeeded  in  making  his  way  to 
marriage  was  blessed  with  four  children,  namely : wealth  and  prosperity. 

Clara  H.  (Mrs.  Rev.  H.  M.  Burr),  of  Spring- 
field,  Mass.;  Angie  L.  (now  Mrs.  B.  L.  Wood- 
worth);  Emily  F.  (died  in  Paris,  France);  and 
Edward  R.  (now  in  Yale  College'i. 

Socially,  the  family  move  in  the  best  circles, 
and  at  their  home  is  dispensed  a generous  hospi- 
tality. In  politics  Mr.  Saxton  is  a Republican,  est  in  political  affairs,  and  is  an  active  and  influ- 
He  is  at  the  present  writing  vice-president  of  the  ential  worker  in  the  Democratic  organization. 
First  National  Bank  of  Westport,  and  also  chair-  In  1891  he  was  chosen  to  the  General  Assembly, 
man  of  the  board  of  school  visitors  of  the  town,  and  in  1892  was  re-elected,  his  faithful  service 
having  won  the  approbation  of  his  constituents. 

In  1894  he  was  a candidate  for  the  office  of 

MON.  WILLIAM  a.  BRAUN,  who  has  twice  mayor  of  Danbury,  but  was  defeated. 

_ represented  his  district  in  the  State  Assem-  In  1881  Mr.  Braun  was  married  in  Hartford 
bly,  is  one  of  Danbury's  most  successful  and  en-  to  Miss  Caroline  F.  Staudinger,  a native  of  New 
terprising  business  men.  Few  have  entered  York  City.  Her  father.  Charles  F.  Staudinger, 
upon  a caieer  under  less  promising  circumstan-  a native  of  Germany,  and  a contractor  by  occu- 
ces  than  those  which  surrounded  Mr.  Braun  pation,  was  then  a resident  of  Hartford,  where 
when  he  came -to  Danbury,  in  1879,  without  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  Gatling 
capital,  to  take  a place  in  a tailor  shop,  and  his  guns,  on  contract, 
rapid  progress  has  been  due  to  hard  work  and 

judicious  management.  “ 

Mr.  Braun  was  born  April  22,  1855,  in  New  ipNHARLES  W.  RAYMOND.  The  Raymond 
York  City,  and  is  of  German  blood.  His  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  England, 

father,  William  Braun,  was  a native  of  Pots-  two  brothers  of  the  name,  having  joined  the 

dam,  Germany,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  Massachusetts  Colony,  settled  near  Lynn,  at  an 
while  a University  student,  he  became  involved  early  day.  Some  of  the  children  of  these  two 
in  the  Revolutionary  struggles  of  1848.  Hav-  brothers  settled  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  a few  years 
ing  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  authorities  later,  and  soon  after  the  founding  of  Norwalk 
by  his  ardent  efforts  in  the  cause  of  the  people,  the  records  show  that  representatives  of  the 
he  was  obliged  to  flee  from  the  country  and  family  had  located  there.  Others  went  to  New 
naturally  sought  a refuge  in  America.  On  land-  York,  and  H.  J.  Raymond,  who  was  for  many 

ing  in  New  York  City  he  turned  his  attention  to  years  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Times . was  a 

the  necessary  task  of  earning  a livelihood,  so  member  of  this  family.  Nathaniel  Raymond, 
learned  the  tailor’s  trade,  which  he  has  ever  since  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  defense  of  Nor- 
followed.  In  i860  he  removed  to  Hartford,  walk  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  was  of  this 
Conn.,  and  still  resides  there.  He  takes  a keen  family. 

interest  in  public  questions,  his  sympathies  being  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  now  a 
with  the  Democratic  party  on  national  issues,  prominent  resident  of  Darien,  is  a descendant  of 
His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Christman),  who  died  in  the  Norwalk  branch  of  the  family,  his  great- 
1891,  was  a native  of  Bavaria,  Germany.  Of  grandfather.  Gresham  Raymond,  and  grand- 
their  seven  children  four  are  living,  our  subject  father,  of  the  same  name,  having  been  in  their 
being  the  eldest  of  the  survivors.  Louis  C.  is  time  well-known  citizens  of  that  town.  Charles 
now  employed  in  our  subject's  establishment  at  W.  Raymond,  Sr.,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a 


Mr.  Braun  is  a fine-looking  man  of  pleasing 
address,  and  is  popular  among  all  classes.  He 
is  a member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  also  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  and  now  holds  the  rank  of 
eminent  commander  in  Crusader  Commandery 
No.  10,  K.  T.  He  has  always  felt  keen  inter- 
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farmer  in  the  town  of  Norwalk,  his  property  be- 
ing located  on  Five  Mile  river,  and  there  he  died 
in  1862.  Our  subject’s  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Susan  L.  Cook,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Huntington,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in 
Darien,  Conn.,  in  i860.  Three  children  sur- 
vive, viz.:  Charles  W.,  our  subject;  William 
H.,  a resident  of  Norwalk;  and  Adeline,  wife  of 
T.  Spencer,  of  West  Haven,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Raymond,  our  subject,  was  born  in  1833, 
at  the  old  home  on  Five  Mile  river,  in  the  town 
of  Norwalk,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  that  locality.  On  leaving  school  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  sea,  and  fora  number 
of  years  he  followed  the  coasting  trade  from  North 
Carolina  to  Maine.and  intermediate  places.  About 
1865  he  engaged  extensively  in  the  business  of 
oyster  budding,  which  he  followed  successfully 
until  1893,  and  although  he  still  owns  oyster 
grounds  he  has  not  since  been  actively  interested 
in  the  business.  His  release  from  business  cares 
has  made  it  possible  for  him  to  give  more  atten- 
tion to  local  affairs  than  before,  and  his  fellow- 
townsmen,  desiring  to  have  the  benefit  of  his 
sound  judgment,  have  chosen  him  to  fill  the  re- 
sponsible post  of  first  selectman,  his  election 
occurring  in  October,  1897.  He  had  previously 
served  a term  as  third  selectman,  and  at  other 
times  was  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  as  member  of  the  oyster  commission, 
ver  since  attaining  his  majority  he  has  taken 
een  interest  in  political  questions,  and  his  mem- 
oerebip  in  the  Republican  party  dates  back  to 
of  L at]  'ck  t'me  was  an  ®rdent  supporter 


,v'n  '85a  Mr.  Raymond  married  Miss  Sarah  J. 
wnmot,  of  the  town  of  Darien,  and  twelve  chil- 
dren have  blessed  their  union.  Of  this  large 
ami  y seveD  are  now  ]iving  as  (0]]ows;  Agnes 

rj.’  James  H-  Harriet  A.,  Anna  E., 

....  -es  } ' r'’  and  Eusan  E.  The  family  is 
wife  neik  l°C,all>’’  and  ^r-  Raymond  and  his 
at  b°thuinembers  of  the  Episcopal  Church 

orders  6ni  J-  a'S0  bel°n?s  t0  various  fraternal 
orders  including  the  F.  & A.  M. 


C»Hw  nLES  HEZEK,ah  KNAPP,  one  of 

SUmfo!d  Ff')rfieMnCU,tUriS^  °f  ,he  ,0Wn 

same  born  A fi  Id  count>’'  Conn.,  is  a native 

in  what  was  ihRUS^  23’  l825’  on  Richmond  H 
West  avenuPhenM  n°^D  ®S  K"apps  Parish,  n 
Kezekiah  Kn  Mru  Knapp  ls  a grandson 
Penter  in  K<-  pp.’  who  followed  the  trade  of  c 

,erian  Church  m°u'  built  the  old  Pres 
Peck  anai'.  ,n  that  town.  He  married  Pc 
Ue  of  Sharon,  Conn.,  by  whom 


had  six  children,  namely:  Polly  (Mrs.  Newman); 
Hannah  (Mrs.  Isaac  Wardwell);  Sally  (Mrs.  Sco- 
field); Rufus  Bethia  (Mrs.  Charles  Gaylor),  and 
Luther. 

Luther  Knapp  was  born  in  the  year  1796  in 
Knapp’s  Parish,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  his 
native  township  all  his  life.  On  October  25, 
1814,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Hannah  Sel- 
leck,  daughter  of  Joseph  Selleck,  of  that  town, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  born 
as  follows:  Phebe  Selleck,  July  19,  1815;  Joseph 
Selleck,  March  15,  1818;  Mary  Peck,  June  6, 
1821;  Ann  Eliza,  May  26,  1823;  Charles  H., 
August  23,  1825;  Hannah  M.,  June  26,  1827.  Of 
the  daughters,  Phebe  married  Samuel  Pierson; 
Ann  Eliza  became  the  wife  of  James  Law,  and 
died  October  11,  1852;  Hannah  wedded  Grant 
Judd.  The  father  of  this  family  passed  away 
December  5,  1866. 

During  his  boyhood  Charles  H.  Knapp  at- 
tended the  public  school  located  at  the  corner  of 
Greenwich  and  Stillwater  avenues,  in  Stamford, 
and  acquired  a practical  common-school  educa- 
tion. He  was  trained  to  farming  on  the  home 
place,  and  has  made  agriculture  his  life  work 
with  satisfactory  results,  for  he  is  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful and  prosperous  farmers  of  this  section.  In 
about  1847  he  erected  the  residence  which  he 
and  his  family  still  occupy,  and  he  has  enjoyed  a 
good  income  from  his  farm  for  many  years  as  the 
result  of  able  management  and  skill  in  its  culti- 
vation. 

Mr.  Knapp  was  first  married  in  Stamford,  to 
Miss  Harriet  E.  Crabb,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children:  Ida  A.,  Emma  F.  and  Charles  E.  His 
second  marriage,  which  also  took  place  in  Stam- 
ford, was  to  Ann  Jeanette  Crabb,  who  died  with- 
out issue,  and  he  subsequently  wedded,  in  Green- 
wich, Miss  Emeline  L.  Scott,  the  daughter  of 
Lewis  J.  and  Julia  Ann  (Denton)  Scott.  Two 
children  blessed  this  marriage:  Nellie  M.  and 
Everett  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years, 
seven  months,  three  days.  Mr.  Knapp  was  a 
Whig  in  early  life,  and  since  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  has  been  one  of  its  loyal 
supporters.  Fraternally,  he  is  a Mason,  uniting 
with  Union  Lodge. 


CHARLES  E.  KNAPP,  son  of  Charles  H. 

and  Harriet  E.  (Crabb)  Knapp,  is  one  of  the 
substantial,  enterprising  young  merchants  of 
Stamford,  where  he  conducts  a thriving  meat 
market. 

Mr.  Knapp  was  born  May  9<  1862,  in  the 
j town  which  has  always  been  his  home,  and  here 
I passed  his  boyhood  days  attending  the  public 
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schools,  where  he  received  a good  common- 
school  education.  When  fifteen  years  of  age  he 
commenced  clerking  in  a meat  market,  and  by 
steady  work  gained  a thorough  knowledge  of  the 
business,  in  which  he  has  since  continued.  On 
June  15,  1 880,  in  partnership  with  H.  S.  Pro- 
vost, he  opened  a market  at  No.  67  Main  street, 
and  was  in  business  with  that  gentleman  until 
the  following  January,  after  which  he  carried  on 
the  establishment  alone.  Mr.  Knapp's  trade  has 
widened  yearly,  and  by  faithful  attention  to  the 
wants  of  his  customers  and  sound  business  meth- 
ods he  has  succeeded  in  placing  himself  in  the 
ranks  of  the  solid  business  men  of  Stamford, 
though  he  is  still  a young  man,  with,  it  is  hoped, 
many  active  years  before  him. 

Mr.  Knapp  was  married  in  Stamford  to  Miss 
Anna  L.  Lewis,  a native  of  New  York  City, 
daughter  of  Laban  Lewis,  and  they  have  three 
children,  namely:  Lewis  H.,  now  (1899)  twelve 
years  old:  Anna  Viola,  aged  eight,  and  Mabel  L., 
aged  four.  Our  subject  is  a member  of  Stamford 
Council  No.  999.  Royal  Arcanum. 


J<  RTHUR  WILLIAM  GRISWOLD.  M.  D.. 
__  L was  born  August  12,  1853,  at  Worcester, 
Mass.,  a son  of  Ralph  B.  and  Catherine  E.  (But- 
ler) Griswold. 

Ralph  B.  Griswold  was  born  at  Enfield, Conn. , 
a son  of  Horace  Griswold,  also  a native  of  that 
place.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools,  but  early  started  out  for  himself  in  life. 
In  his  earlier  years  he  was  a wool  buyer,  and  at 
the  age  of  thirty  years  he  began  the  manufacture 
of  woolen  goods  at  Concord,  N.  H.,  where  he 
continued  until  1855.  He  then  again  engaged  in 
wool  buying,  and  for  over  thirty  years  he  re- 
mained in  the  West  at  this  business.  On  April 
22,  1843,  he  was  married  at  Ashford,  Conn.,  to 
Catherine  E.  Butler,  who  died  August  2.  1875. 
To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  four  children: 
Dr.  Hamilton  B.,  of  New  Milford,  Conn. ; Arthur 
William,  mentioned  below;  Nellie  A.,  deceased 
wife  of  E.  E.  Allen,  of  Newtown;  and  Laura, 
also  deceased.  Socially  Mr.  Griswold  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  F.  ts.  A.  M. 

Arthur  William  Griswold  passed  his  early 
days  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  at  Newton,  Mass., 
in  the  public  schools  of  which  places  he  acquired 
his  elementary  education.  Having  a natural  love 
of  books,  he  determined  to  choose  a life-calling 
that  would  keep  him  continually  associated  with 
them.  He  first  went  to  Stafford  Springs.  Conn., 
and  there  completed  his  course  in  dentistry.  This 
but  opened  up  to  his  inquiring  mind  the  broad 
field  of  medicine,  and  he  determined  to  delve 


deeper  into  its  mysteries.  After  three  years 
practice  of  dentistry  at  Stafford,  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  took  the  course  of  lectures 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Vermont,  later  graduating  from  the  Wisconsin 
Medical  College.  He  began  practice  at  Bridge- 
ton,  Maine,  and  in  1890  moved  to  Gaylordsville, 
Conn.,  then  to  Kent.  Conn.,  in  1894;  and  in 
1896  came  to  Brookfield. 

On  April  iS,  1878.  Doctor  Griswold  was 
married  to  Rose  L.  -Day,  daughter  of  William 
and  Sarah  L.  (Cobb)  Day,  and  they  are  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children:  May  H.,  Ralph 
A.,  Seneca  E.,  Harry  B.,  Pearl  J.  and  Leon  W. 
Socially,  the  Doctor  is  a member  of  St.  Luke’s 
Lodge  F.  & A.  M..  of  Kent.  Conn.,  and  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  while  Mrs.  Griswold  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Eastern  Star.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  are 
highly  respected  citizens. 

WEBSTER  BURROUGHS  BEARDSLEY 
(deceased)  was  for  many  years  a lead- 
ing citizen  of  Bridgeport,  his  sterling  qualities 
of  character  winning  for  him  a large  circle  of 
friends.  His  death,  which  occurred  September 
27,  1896,  caused  sincere  grief,  and  the  afflicted 
family  received  the  sympathy  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. 

The  Beardsley  family  has  been  prominent  in 
this  county  from  pioneer  times,  and  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  a direct  descendant,  in  the 
eighth  generation,  from  William  Beardsley,  a 
mason  bv  trade,  who  came  from  England  in 
1635  in  the  ship  ••  Planter,”  with  a party  of 
which  Rev.  Adam  Blakeman,  of  St.  Albans, 
England,  was  the  leader.  At  this  time  William 
Beardsley  was  thirty  years  old;  his  wife  Mary  was 
aged  twenty-six;  his  daughter  Mary,  four;  his  son 
John,  two  years:  and  his  other  son,  Joseph,  six 
months.  William  Beardsley  located  at  Hadley, 
Mass.,  and  probably  remained  there  until  1638, 
when  he  removed  to  Hartford.  In  the  follow- 
ing spring  he  settled  at  Stratford,  this  county, 
being  one  of  the  first  to  locate  there.  He  died 
there  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  and  his  will,  which 
was  dated  September  28,  1660,  was  proved 
July  6,  1661.  Tradition  in  all  branches  of  the 
family  states  that  he  was  a native  of  Stratford, 
England,  born  on  the  far-famed  river  Avon,  and 
that  he  gave  the  name  of  Stratford  to  the  planta- 
tion in  this  county.  One  of  his  descendants, 
who  settled  in  western  New  York,  at  the  present 
town  of  Avon,  bestowed  that  name  upon  the  place 
in  honor  of  the  river  by  which  his  ancestors  had 
dwelt.  The  children  of  the  pioneer  were  Mary, 
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born  1631,  who  married  Thomas  Wells;  John, 
1632;  Joseph,  1634;  Samuel,  1638;  Sarah,  1640, 
who  was  married  June  8,  1668,  to  Obadiah 
Dickinson;  Hannah,  1642,  who  was  married  in 
1662.  to  Nathaniel  Dickinson;  Daniel,  1644;  and 
Thomas. 

II.  Joseph  Beardsley,  the  next  in  the  line 
ol  descent  which  we  are  now  tracing,  was  strongly 
inclined  to  a sea-faring  life,  but  as  his  father  left 
him  half  the  estate  on  condition  that  he  would 
remain  at  home  and  take  care  of  his  mother,  he 
settled  down  at  the  homestead  in  Stratford.  On 
July  31.  1684,  he  traded  his  property  for  the 
homestead  of  Andrew  Gobb,  at  Brookhaven,  L. 
].,  but  later'he  returned  to  Stratford,  where  he 
diedin  1712,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  He  and 
his  wife  Abigail  raised  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren: Joseph,  born  June  10,  1666;  John.  Novem- 
ber 14,  1668;  Hannah  (Mrs.  Thomas  Marvey), 
April  30,  1671;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Edmund 
Pulford ; Thomas,  Ephraim,  Jonathan  and  Josiah. 

III.  Thomas  Beardsley  was  married  July 

1707,  to  Sarah  Deming,  and  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Israel,  born  December  3,  1708; 
Sarah  (Mrs.  Ichabod  Lewis),  born  March  24, 
1709;  Hannah  (Mrs.  Jacob  Lane),  born  May  28, 
1715;  Elizabeth,  born  October  26,  1716,  who 
was  married  December  25,  1739,  to  George  Mc- 
Ewen;  Esther,  who  married  Benjamin  De  For- 
«t.  Thomas  and  Henry  (twins),  who  died  in 
childhood;  and  Thankful,  born  July  8,  1729. 

D . Israel  Beardsley  was  married  May  30, 
Elizabeth  Blagge,  a daughter  of  Sarn- 
ia Blagge.  Previous  to  1761  he  removed  to 
Newtown,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1791. 

■ e.  ad  nine  children:  Samuel  Blagge,  born 

in  January,  1731,  died  in  June,  1746;  Israel, 
corn  September  30.  1733;  Elisha,  born  August 
An  -l735’  Bran'a  (Mrs.  Samuel  Hawley),  born 
AIpA  Lemuel,  born  in  June,  1740,  who 

in  , In_Jne  French  and  Indian  war;  Abel,  born 

PrJ."  ,’743.  died  in  1788;  Jared,  born  in 
u ^ ' athanne,  born  in  February,  1753;  and 
p»«,  bom  May  19,  1761.  5 

Anrii  Beardsley  died  in  Monroe  township 

prosner  2f'  age<*  ^Shty'nine  years.  He  was  a 
and  III  armer‘  ownin§  a large  tract  of  land, 
Churrt,  3 P^°mi"ent  member  of  the  Episcopal 
warden  fn"  *S  0Ca''t^’'  holding  the  office  of 
Hurd  da/  ?any  years-  Me  married  Mehitable 
and  had  LI  ^ Ebenezer  and  Abigail  Hurd, 
ol  birth  am  611  tl',  dren’  whose  names  and  dates 

hemiah  Gralf  °a,°WS;  Abbie  Betsey  (Mrs-  Ne’ 
22,  Iry:JLAuJ|uat.  5>  I//O;  Ebenezer,  April 


(first)  Ann  Shelton,  and  (second)  Sylvia  Curtis; 
and  Roswell,  1782. 

VI.  Elisha  Hubbard  Beardsley  died  March 

14,  1840,  aged  sixty-six  years.  He  married 
(first)  Patience  Prudence  Edwards,  daughter  of 
William  Edwards,  of  Huntington.  She  died 
February  20,  1818,  aged  forty-one  years,  and  he 
married  (second)  Betsey  Walker,  who  survived 
him,  passing  away  January  3,  1853.  By  the 
first  marriage  he  had  four  children:  Prudence, 

who  died  April  5,  1813,  at  the  age  of  fifteen; 
Sarah,  who  married  Eli  Blackman;  Elisha  Ezra 
and  Juliette.  By  his  second  marriage  he  had 
one  son,  James  Walker  Beardsley,  donor  of 
Beardsley  Park  to  the  city  of  Bridgeport. 

VII.  Elisha  Ezra  Beardsley  was  born  October 

21,  1804,  and  became  a farmer  in  the  town  of 
Monroe.  He  died  in  1852,  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden-  name  was  Laura  Ann  Burroughs,  died 
in  1886.  They  had  eleven  children:  Susan 

Elizabeth,  Webster  Burroughs,  Adaline  Hepsa, 
Caroline  Ann,  Ezra  Elisha,  Mary  Jane,  Hobart 
Edwards,  George  Lucius,  Gertrude  Amanda, 
Laura  Annetta,  and  Agnes  Maria. 

VIII.  The  late  Webster  Burroughs  Beardsley 
was  born  August  21 , 1834,  in  the  town  of  Monroe, 
and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
locality.  He  was  reared  to  farm  work,  and  for 
four  years  after  his  marriage  he  was  engaged  in 
agriculture  in  the  town  of  Monroe.  In  1875  he 
removed  to  Bridgeport  and  became  interested  in 
the  milk  business.  He  was  an  excellent  citizen, 
and  for  many  years  was  an  active  member  of 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church  at  Nichols.  His  wife, 
Mrs.  Eliza  Ann  (McNeil)  Beardsley,  to  whom  he 
was  married  June  22,  1870,  survives  him.  Of 
their  three  children,  the  eldest,  James  Ezra,  born 
July  2,  1872,  died  June  27,  1875;  William  Wat- 
son is  mentioned  below;  and  Laura  Eliza,  born 
March  30.  1886,  died  August  6,  1893.  Mrs. 
Beardsley  is  a daughter  of  James  Watson  Mc- 
Neil, and  his  wife,  Eliza  Ann  Jackson.  Her 
father  came  from  Scotland  in  early  manhood, 
and  for  a number  of  years  was  engaged  in  hat 
manufacturing  at  Stepney.  Of  seven  children 
four  are  now  living,  Mrs.  Beardsley  being  the 
youngest  daughter.  Catherine  P.  married  Charles 
Joyce,  of  Monroe;  Amanda  married  Albert  Blis- 
sard,  of  Danbury;  and  Charles  Watson  resides 
in  Danbury. 

IX.  William  Watson  Beardsley  was  born 
July  1 8,  1874,  and  was  educated  in  Bridgeport, 
graduating  from  the  high  school  June  23,  1891. 
He  spent  four  vears  as  a clerk  in  the  Bridgeport 
National  Bank,’  but  severed  his  connection  with 
that  institution  on  November  19.  1896,  and  since 
that  time  has  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 
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He  makes  a specialty  of  dairying,  and  supplies  a 
large  amount  of  milk  to  the  local  market.  His 
success  in  his  chosen  line  of  work  indicates  ex- 
ecutive ability  as  well  as  energy,  and  he  ranks 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  locality. 
He  is  not  married,  but  is  prominent  in  social  life, 
and  attends  Trinity  Church  at  Nichols,  with  which  ' 
bis  honored  father  was  so  long  identified.  | 


1LL1AM  HOLMES,  a leading  citizen  of 
Shelton,  has  for  many  years  held  a re- 


sponsible position  with  the  Derby  Silver  Com- 
pany, and  his  long  and  faithful  service  is  in 
itself  an  evidence  of  mental  and  moral  worth. 

The  Holmes  family  is  of  English  stock,  and 
William  Holmes  (1),  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a lifelong  resident  of  the  old  country. 
William  Holmes  (2).  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Leeds,  England,  where  he  married 
Miss  Lucy  Walker,  also  a native  of  that  city. 
About  1845  he  came  with  his  family  to  America, 
locating  first  at  Derby,  this  county,  where  he 
was  employed  as  foreman  by  the  Shelton  Com- 
pany. In  1856  he  removed  to  Madison,  Wis., 
and  operated  a gristmill  and  sawmill  for  about 
three  years,  when  his  mills  were  destroyed  by 
fire.  In  1859  he  returned  to  Derby  and  took 
his  old  position  again,  and  a few  years  later  he 
located  in  Shelton  (then  known  as  Huntington) 
and  engaged  in  business  as  a florist,  continuing 
until  his  death  in  March,  1892.  He  took  an  in- 
terest in  all  that  concerned  his  adopted  country, 
and  was  a stanch  Republican,  while  he  and  his 
wife  remained  devout  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  They  had  ten  children:  Joshua,  Mary 
A.  (deceased),  Walter  (deceased),  Lucy,  Will- 
iam, Lillie,  Emma  (deceased),  Florence,  Royal 
and  Josephine.  The  mother  is  yet  living. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  6,  1858,  in 
Madison,  Wis.,  but  the  greater  portion  of  his 
life  has  been  spent  in  the  town  of  Huntington. 
His  education  was  chiefly  obtained  in  the  schools 
of  Shelton,  and  on  leaving  school  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Derby  Silver  Company,  with 
which  he  has  remained  ever  since,  except  for 
three  and  one-half  years  spent  with  the  Meriden 
Plating  Company,  of  Meriden,  Conn.  In  1880 
he  became  foreman  of  the  plating  department  of 
the  Derby  Silver  Company,  a position  which  he 
still  holds.  His  fellow  citizens  have  not  been 
slow  to  recognize  his  abilities,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  leading  advisers  of  the  Republican  organiza- 
tion in  his  locality.  He  has  been  (and  still  is) 
chairman  of  the  Republican  town  and  borough 
committee  for  eleven  years,  and  he  has  also  held 
the  office  of  assessor  for  the  borough.  Socially 


he  is  prominent  as  a member  of  Ousatonic  Lodge 
No.  6,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  N.  E.  Order  of  Pro- 
tection, the  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and 
he  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Echo  Hose 
Company,  in  which  he  has  held  every  office, 
including  that  of  chief  engineer. 

On  April  14,  1881,  Mr.  Holmes  married  Miss 
Agnes  T.  Trumpbour,  by  whom  he  has  had  three 
children:  Everett  and  Leslie,  who  are  at  home; 
and  Gerald,  who  died  July  28,  1888,  when  but 
five  days  old.  Mrs.  Holmes  is  a native  of  Ellen- 
ville,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter  of  John 
C.  and  Julia  (Collins)  Trumpbour,  in  their  day 
well-known  residents  of  that  town.  Mr.  Trump- 
bour, who  was  engaged  in  a very  successful 
bakery  business,  died  at  Stamford,  Conn.,  June 
22,  1899,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  Her 
family  is  noted  for  patriotism,  her  paternal 
grandfather  and  great-grandfather  having  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  army,  the  latter  having 
been  aide  to  George  Washington,  while  her 
father  was  a soldier  in  the  Union  army  during 
the  Civil  war.  Her  great-grandfather  Craw- 
ford (on  her  grandmother’s  side)  was  the  oldest 
Methodist  minister  in  the  New  York  Conference 
when  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years. 


Jr  WOOLSEY  SELLECK,  whose  sudden 
i death  on  Saturday,  January  8,  1898,  is  still 
fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  citizens  of  Stam- 
ford, was  a prominent  man  in  the  locality  in 
which  he  lived,  and  a native  and  lifelong  resident 
of  the  town  of  Stamford.  He  was  born  February 
22,  1840,  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  David 
Bonner,  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Selleck,  who 
was  in  his  day  a well-known  farmer  of  Stamford 
township. 

Joseph  Selleck,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  memoir,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Stam- 
ford February  14,  1759,  and  lived  to  a very  ad- 
vanced age,  dying  March  16,  1846.  On  Decem- 
ber 31,  1786,  he  married  Miss  Phebe  Clock,  who 
was  a native  of  Darien,  Conn.,  born  November 
17,  1771.  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  namely:  Polly  (who  married  James 
Bell),  John,  Jesse,  Hannah,  Joseph  and  Isaac, 
t During  the  war  of  1812  he  enlisted  in  the  army, 
and  served  as  teamster. 

Joseph  Selleck,  son  of  the  above,  was  born 
in  1802  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  in  a house 
which  then  faced  on  Selleck  street.  He  passed 
his  entire  life  in  his  native  place,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  (arming,  and,  like  his  father,  he  also 
owned  vessel  interests.  He  married  Emily  r 
Scofield,  daughter  of  Richard  Scofield,  and  their 
union  was  blessed  with  seven  children — Emily 
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Frances,  the  widow  of  Harvey  Hoyt;  Phebe  C. 
(deceased),  who  married  Gideon  C.  Ferris;  Hen- 
ry R..  living  in  West  avenue,  Stamford;  J.  Wooi- 
sey;  Isaac;  Harvey,  who  was  killed  by  lightning; 
and  Annie.  Joseph  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Connecticut  State  militia,  in  which  lie  held 
the  rank  of  captain.  He  was  a Republican  in 
politics. 

J.  Woolsey  Selieck  attended  the  public  schools 
of  the  town  of  his  birth,  and  was  reared  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  which  he  followed  all  his  bte. 
also  engaging  in  the  market  business,  in  Oliver 
street,  from  1869  to  1875.  His  career  was  a 
splendid  example  of  a lite  of  industry  and  ener- 
getic purpose,  for  he  rose  by  his  own  exertion 
to  a position  9f  affluence  and  influence,  and  made 
an  enviable  name  lor  uprightness  and  honesty  o! 
character  wherever  he  was  known.  His  pleas- 
ant manners  and  kindly  disposition  won  lor  him 
friends  on  all  sides,  and  his  generosity  to  the 
poor  and  unfortunate,  though  quietly  exercised, 
made  him  their  special  friend,  for  he  was  never 
known  to  refuse  aid  if  deserved.  Mr.  Selieck 
was  an  ardent  Democrat,  always  ready  and  win- 
ing to  do  all  in  his  power  lor  the  welfare  of  the 
party,  in  which  he  was  a local  power.  Public 
affairs  in  his  neighborhood  received  a considera- 
ble share  of  his  time  and  attention,  especially 
during  the  later  years  of  his  life;  and  being  an 
energetic  and  efficient  worker,  and  a man  worthy 
the  confidence  of  his  fellowmen,  he  became  very 
popular  in  the  ranks  of  Stamford  s politicians. 
In  1885  he  was  elected  selectman,  and  so  well 
did  he  fulfill  the  expectations  of  his  constituency 
that  he  was  re-elected  annually  for  the  five  suc- 
ceeding years,  during  which  time  he  discharged 
the  duties  of  the  incumbency  with  ability  and 
faithfulness,  never  allowing  outside  influences  or 
personal  feelings  to  draw  him  aside  from  the 
path  of  duty.  His  straightforwardness  and  in- 
tegrity were  never  questioned. 

Mr.  Selieck  was  married  in  Elmira.  N.  Y..  to 
Miss  Helen  M.  St.  John,  daughter  of  Hiram  St. 
John,  and  by  her  had  four  children,  viz. : Emma 

Frances,  Joseph  Milton.  Walter  and  Clara  Helen. 
The  daughters  are  both  now  deceased ; Milton  is 
employed  in  the  St.  John  Wood  Working  Com- 
pany; he  married  Mary  E.  Williams.  In  j868. 
Mr.  Selieck  erected  the  residence  occupied  In  hi? 
widow,  and  which  stands  just  east  of  the  house 
in  which  he  was  born.  Mr.  Selltck's  decease, 
on  the  night  ol  January  8.  1898.  was  a shock  to 
the  entire  community.  Early  in  the  evening  in 
went  to  spend  a few  social  hours  with  Dewitt 
Betts,  a neighbor,  and  started  lor  home  about  ten 
o clock.  At  6 o'clock  Sunday  morning  Mrs.  St  i- 
leck,  unable  to  account  for  her  husband's  con- 


1 tinned  absence,  sent  an  employe  to  Mr.  Betts’  to 
1 ask  whether  lie  had  spent  the  night  with  his 
friends,  and  on  his  wav  through  the  fields  Mr. 

' Smith  discovered  the  dead  body  of  his  employer. 

! Hurrying  back  to  the  house  with  the  news,  the 
i imiiy  notified  Medical  Examiner  Rowell,  who 
responded  quickly  and  rendered  a verdict  of  death 
I from  apoplexy.  The  body  was  removed  to  the 
l house,  not  many  yards  distant,  as  soon  as  Dr. 

| Rowell  gave  permission,  and  on  Wednesday, 
January  12.  was  laid  to  rest  in  Woodland  Cem- 
1 etery,  Stamlord.  The  funeral  was  largely  at- 
i tended  by  people  in  all  ranks  of  life.  Mr.  Sel- 
; leek  was  deeply  mourned  by  his  wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  throughout  the  vicin- 
ity. who  realized  that  in  his  death  Stamford  lost 
one  of  her  best  citizens.  Mr.  Selieck  was  a great 
lover  of  sport,  and  was  an  experienced  hunter, 
having  spent  many  weeks  in  the  enjoyment  of 
1 that  pastime  in  Canada. 


HEV.  THEODORE  L.  DIBBLE,  now  living 
___  retired  in  the  town  of  New’  Canaan,  Fairfield 
county,  is  a native  of  Westchester  county,  N.  Y., 
born  July  8.  1836.  in  Pound  Ridge.  He  is  of 
English  descent,  his  great-grandfather  having 
been  one  of  four  brothers  who  came  from  Eng- 
land and  settled  in  this  country. 

Simeon  Dibble,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
a farmer  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  died  in 
1876,  aged  eighty-four  years  He  was  a soldier 
1 in  the  war  of  1S12.  He  married  Mary  Brown, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  one  son  and  three 
daughters.  The  father  was  a worthy  member 
■ of  the  Bedford  M.  E.  Church. 

Jonathan  Dibble,  son  of  Simeon  and  Mary 
(Brown)  Dibble,  was  born  at  Pound  Ridge,  N.  Y. , 
i and  was  reared  in  that  place.  In  early  manhood 
he  went  from  the  home  larin  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  followed  the  irade  of  locksmith  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  married  Mary  M.  Cogg- 
shall,  a native  of  Pound  Ridge,  and  they  had  five 
children:  Theodore  L. : Samuel,  who  is  now  a 

resident  of  Stamford,  Conn.  : George  B..  of  Jer- 
sey City:  and  Frank  B.  and  Annette  A.,  both  de- 
ceased The  father  passed  from  earth  in  1855, 
a devout,  lifelong  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Theodore  L.  Dibble  in  his  youth  lived  in  New 
York  City,  and  was  given  a good  education  in  the 
elementary  branches,  attending  the  public  schools 
and  also  a private  school.  For  seven  jears  he 
was  employed  in  mercantile  business,  after  which 
he  resumed  study  at  Bedford.  N.  Y.  In  1838  he 
commenced  teaching  at  Pound  Ridge,  continuing 
to  follow  that  profession  ior  six  and  one-half 
years,  until,  in  the  spring  of  1864,  he  en- 
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tered  the  ministry  of  the  M.  P.  Church.  He 
was  first  ordained  deacon  March  12,  1865,  and  in 
186S  was  ordained  elder,  this  time  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  in  Grand  street.  His  first  pastorate  was 
at  Franklinton.  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y. , where  he 
remained  during  1864-65,  and  following  that, 
in  1866-67-68,  he  was  at  Eastport,  N.  Y.  In 
1869-70  he  was  pastor  of  the  Church  in  Graham 
avenue,  Brooklyn.  Next  year  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Iowa  Conference,  in  1871-72  having  a 
Church  at  Fairview,  Iowa,  and  in  1873  at  Green 
Bay,  that  State.  From  this  time  until  1879  he 
was  in  the  Muskingum  (Ohio)  Conference,  having 
charge  of  a Church  at  Mt.  Vernon,  in  1875;  Mt. 
Pleasant,  1876-77;  Zanesville,  1877;  Newcom- 
erstown,  1878.  In  1879  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Church  at  Silver  Mine,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  in 
the  New  York  Conference,  and  here  he  continued 
for  about  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  was  made  pastor  of  the  Church  at  Vista,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  continued  for  five  years.  After  that 
he  was  located  at  Silver  Mine  for  another  year, 
and  on  April  1,  1889.  he  received  a call  from  the 
Rensselaerville  (N.  Y.)  Baptist  Church,  which  he 
accepted,  being  regularly  installed  as  pastor  of 
that  congregation  on  June  5,  1889.  His  service 
in  that  covered  a period  of  two  veats,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Silver  Mine,  and  passed  the  re- 
maining years  of  his  ministry  acting  as  pastor  of 
the  New  Canaan  Baptist  Church  from  January, 
1892,  to  January,  1896.  Rev.  Mr.  Dibble  was  in 
active  service  in  the  Church  for  thirty-two  years, 
and  has  all  his  days  been  a devoted  servant  of 
the  Master,  in  his  private  life  and  intercourse 
with  his  fellow  men  striving  to  live  up  to  those 
principles  of  faith  and  duty  which  he  upheld  in 
the  pulpit.  He  is  beloved  and  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  him.  especially  in  the  neighborhood 
where  he  is  spending  the  days  of  his  retirement, 
and  where  by  years  of  service  he  has  endeared 
himself  to  many  and  made  hosts  of  warm  friends. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1861,  at  Pound 
Ridge,  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Schofield,  daughter  of 
James  Schofield,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Fannie  J..  who  is  a source  of  comfort  to  them  in 
their  declining  years. 


MON.  CHARLES  H.  PECK.  Occasionally 
one  meets  a man  whose  abilities  and  force  I 
of  character  have  enabled  him  to  make  such  good  J 
use  of  meagre  opportunities  for  mental  develop-  ' 
ment.  that  one  queries  what  he  might  have  be-  1 
come  had  he  enjoyed  a more  favorable  training 
in  his  youth  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a well- 
known  agriculturist  of  Newtown  township,  re- 
ceived in  his  youth  an  academic  education  only, 


I yet  he  has  displayed,  in  the  preparation  of  papers 
I and  the  transaction  of  business  for  himself  and 
i others,  a legal  acumen  which  would  be  a credit 
I to  any  licensed  practitioner  at  the  Bar.  His 
1 sound  judgment  is  combined  with  a high  sensed 
honor,  and  he  holds  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity in  a marked  degree,  being  frequently 
called  upon  to  fill  positions  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility, and  a host  of  friends  will  appreciate  the 
following  account  of  his  life  and  family. 

Mr.  Peck  was  born  April  19,  1827,  in  Middle 
District,  of  the  town  of  Newtown,  and  is  a de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  that 
locality.  He  is  one  of  the  seventh  generation 
from  Joseph  Peck,  of  Milford,  Conn.  [See 
“Connecticut  Pecks.”]  The  line  of  his  descent 
is  through  John,  of  the  second  generation,  Jos- 
eph, Moses,  Dan  and  Charles. 

Joseph  Peck,  of  the  third  generation,  first 
settled  in  Milford,  Conn.,  where  he  resided  until 
about  17 14,  when  he  removed  to  Newtown, 
where  he  died.  He  was  town  clerk,  and  lived 
near  what  is  now  known  as  Newtown  Street. 
On  January  14.  1706,  he  married  Abigail  Bald- 
win, of  Milford,  and  their  children  were:  Joseph, 
Abigail,  John,  Mary',  Elizabeth,  Moses  and  Abi- 
gail (2). 

Moses  Peck  was  born  December  28,  1 7J9- 
He  married  Elizabeth  Baldwin,  December  J, 
1748,  and  their  children  were:  Ruth,  Abel,  Enos, 
Ann,  Mary  Coziah,  Hezekiah,  Caleb,  Betty,  Dan, 
Lois,  Esther,  Sarah,  Nathan  and  Nathan  (2). 
Moses  Peck  resided  in  the  second  house  south  of 
the  village  of  Newtown,  and  for  many  years 
owned  and  cultivated  a farm  which  remained  in 
the  family  for  three  generations  after  him.  His 
wife  died  December  25,  1798. 

Capt.  Dan  Peck,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  at  the  old  homestead  June  10. 
1763,  and  became  a man  of  prominence  in  the 
town.  His  title  was  gained  by  service  in  the 
militia,  and  he  was  known  far  and  near  as  "Cap- 
tain Dan.”  He  died  March  25,  1833;  his  wife, 
Hannah  Peck,  a daughter  of  Henry  Peck,  born 
April  6,  1770,  died  a few  years  before  him.  They 
had  six  children:  (1)  Marcia  died  unmarried.  (2) 
Charles  is  referred  to  farther  on.  (3)  Hezekiah 
died  leaving  one  son,  John  Howard.  (4)  Herman 
married  Maria  Hawley',  and  had  children — Sylvia 
M.,  Edward  B..  Elizabeth  and  Herman  H.  (5) 
Lorin  married  Jane  A.  Lawrence,  and  had  chil- 
dren— Arthur  L.  and  Edward.  (6)  Sylvia  died 
unmarried. 

Charles  Peck,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
at  the  farm  in  1800.  and  in  early  life  learned  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  but  later  engaged  in  comb 
making,  in  which  he  carried  on  an  extensive  busi- 
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ness  fcr  many  years, employinga  number  of  work- 
men. During  the  last  years  he  resided  at  the 
old  farm,  and  gave  much  attention  to  its  culti- 
vation. As  a business  man  he  was  quite  success- 
ful, while  as  a citizen  he  was  held  in  high  es- 
teem. He  died  February  n,  1837;  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Freelove  Nash,  died 
on  December  9,  1835.  She  was  a daughter 
of  Micajah  Nash,  of  Middle  District,  of  New- 
town, and  her  cousin,  Mrs.  Hannah  Morgan, 
was  the  mother  of  Hon.  Daniel  N.  Morgan. 
While  he  was  not  a Church  member,  Charles 
Peck  regularly  attended  divine  service,  and  his 
sympathies  were  with  every  progressive  move- 
ment. 

Our  subject,  who  was  the  only  child  of  this 
worthy  couple,  after  his  mother's  death  was  taken 
into  the  home  of  an  uncle  residing  in  the  same 
town,  and  remained  with  him  until  nearly  of  age. 
His  education  was  begun  in  the  district  schools 
of  the  locality,  and  later  he  studied  in  Newtown 
under  the  instruction  of  Philo  Clarke,  Abel  Prin- 
dle,  and  Harry  Peck,  acquiring,  by  the  time  he 
reached  the  age  of  seventeen,  sufficient  knowl- 
edge to  enable  him  to  teach.  His  first  school  was 
at  Bennetts  Bridge,  in  Wapping  District,  South- 
burv.  where  he  received  the  munificent  salary  of 
eight  dollars  per  month.  During  the  summer 
season  he  worked  to  pay  for  his  board,  and  to 
get  money  to  purchase  clothes,  while  two  winters 
and  one  summer  he  spent  in  teaching  in  his  native 
town. 

In  January,  1848,  Mr.  Peck  married  Miss 
Hannah  Dibble  Fairchild,  daughter  of  Herman 
Fairchild,  of  Newtown,  and  after  that  event  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  locating  first 
upon  a farm  south  of  Newtown  belonging  to  his 
father-in-law,  but  in  1855  he  removed  to  his  own 
estate  where  he  remained  until  1868,  at  which 
time  he  sold  his  farm.  His  management  is  scien- 
tific, and  he  has  been  a zealous  student  of  causes 
in  the  various  lines  of  practical  work  connected 
with  agriculture.  His  reading  has  been  extensive, 
covering  much  of  the  best  literature  of  the  past 
and  present  times,  and  he  has  given  much  at- 
tention to  the  political  issues  of  the  day,  being 
a firm  supporter  of  Democratic  principles.  In 
1863  he  was  sent  to  the  State  Legislature.  In 
1867  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Newtown, 
under  President  Johnson’s  administration,  and 
this  position  he  held  until  May,  1869.  During 
his  term  of  service  he  broke  up  the  practice  which 
had  previously  prevailed,  one  which  required  the 
postmaster  to  go  to  the  Housatonic  depot  to 
sort  the  mail.  After  leaving  the  post  office  he 
devoted  his  time  to  farming  exclusively  until 
'873,  when  he  was  chosen  town  clerk.  This 
21 


I post  he  filled  most  acceptably  for  twelve  years, 

! when  he  declined  to  hold  it  longer.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  largely  engaged  in  semi-legal 
i work,  acting  as  guardian  or  as  trustee  for  estates, 
and  no  higher  evidence  of  his  honesty  and  busi- 
ness capacity  could  be  needed  than  is  found  in 
the  large  amount  of  business  of  this  sort  that  has 
been  given  to  his  charge.  In  connection  with 
his  work  as  trustee  for  the  Elon  Booth  estate, 

! one  of  the  largest  ever  probated  in  this  section, 

' it  should  be  especially  noted  that  he  drew  up  the 
will,  and  although  it  has  been  twice  tested  in  the 
' courts  of  the  State,  yet  it  has  been  declared 
| sound  in  every  particular. 

Mr.  Peck,  from  his  long  years  of  service  and 
! connection  with  the  public  affairs  of  the  town, 
and  from  his  long  residence  with  its  people,  has 
become,  as  it  were,  a veritable  encyclopedia  con- 
cerning the  town  records  and  the  history  of  the 
; first.  He  possessed  a taste  in  this  line  which  has 
i been  cultivated  until  he  has  become  a perfect 
1 storehouse  of  information,  which  is  most  valu- 
able to  those  who  are  now  taking  up  the  active 
1 work  of  public  affairs.  He  is  authority  on  the 
f history  of  Newtown.  For  many  years  he  has 

1 given  a great  deal  of  attention  to  the  collection 
l of  rare  books  of  ancient  print,  as  well  as  to  all 
kinds  of  interesting  articles  of  historic  nature, 
i He  now  possesses  a large  and  valuable  collection 
I of  articles  in  these  and  many  other  lines — a cab- 
1 inet  of  curios,  most  interesting  and  instructive. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Peck  is  a Universalist; 

| but  while  he  takes  a liberal  view  upon  points  of 
i doctrine  and  creed,  he  holds  strictly  to  the 
> •*  Golden  Rule  ” as  a guide  for  conduct,  his  own 
I daily  life  being  an  example  of  right-doing.  His 
1 home  has  never  been  blessed  with  any  children, 

1 but  his  fatherly  heart  finds  pleasure  in  making 
I all  the  little  ones  within  his  reach  as  happy  as 
; possible,  and  every  project  for  educational  ad- 
vancement receives  his  endorsement. 


J OHN  W.  MELBOURNE,  M.  D.  This  well- 
known  physician  of  Bridgeport  is  a success- 
ful exponent  of  the  principles  of  the  Homeo- 
1 pathic  school  of  medicine,  and  his  large  and 
lucrative  practice  is,  in  itself,  an  evidence  of  the 
' value  of  the  theories  of  Hahnemann.  As  his  his- 
tory shows,  his  education  was  obtained  through 
t his  own  efforts,  and  his  present  success  reflects 
the  more  credit  upon  him  because  of  that  lact. 
He  was  born  December  3,  1855,  'n  Manchester, 

' England,  and  is  a descendant  of  a well-known 
family,  being  a grandson  of  the  seventh  son  of 
Lord  Melbourne,  and  himself  the  seventh  son  of 
I Samuel  Melbourne. 
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Samuel  Melbourne,  our  subject’s  father,  was  in  1884,  was  a lady  of  English  descent  and  was 
born  in  Derbyshire,  England,  and  graduated  from  born  at  Stafford  Springs,  Conn.,  a daughter  of 
Oxford  College.  He  married  Miss  Harriet  Wood,  Salmon  Carpenter,  a veteran  of  the  war  of  1812, 
a member  of  a Yorkshire  family  which  has  long  1 and  a granddaughter  of  Jonathan  Abel  Carpenter, 
been  prominent  in  the  silk-manufacturing  in-  | who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  Car- 
dustry.  and  in  1867  they  came  to  America,  locat-  1 penters  have  been  largely  identified  with  agri- 
ing  at  Stafford  Springs.  Conn.,  and  later  at  Cats-  I cultural  pursuits.  Mrs.  Melbourne  is  the  young- 
kill,  N.  Y. , where  he  engaged  in  business  as  a 1 est  in  a family  of  three  children,  the  others  be- 
contractor.  His  death  occurred  there  June  26,  ing:  Charles  L.,  a carpenter  of  Bridgeport,  and 

1886,  and  his  wife  died  January  22.  1876.  Of  Frank,  who  is  engaged  in  the  same  business  in 
their  nine  children  four  are  now  living:  Samuel,  Stafford  Springs. 

now  the  manager  of  the  Harder  Knitting  Com-  | 

pany's  works  at  Hudson.  N.  Y.;  William,  a silver 

plater  in  Meriden.  Conn.;  Thomas,  who  has  1 (PVAMUEL  B.  MIDDLEBROOK,  a prosperous 
charge  of  a spinning-mill  at  Stafford  Springs,  ' farmer  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  was  born  in  that 
Conn.;  and  John  W.,  our  subject  I town  February  24,  1828,  and  was  there  well 

Doctor  Melbourne's  education  was  begun  in  1 educated  in  the  common  schools.  From  early 
England,  and  alter  coming  to  America  he  attended  I boyhood  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  with  the 
a private  school  for  some  time.  As  a boy  he  was  1 exception  of  the  time  he  spent  in  California  in 
employed  in  the  cotton  and  woolen  mills  of  I the  search  for  gold  in  1852,  making  the  journey 
Stafford  Springs,  and  in  early  manhood  he  bought  thither  by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  during  which  time 
a farm  near  the  village  and  engaged  in  agricult-  ! he  had  some  remarkable  experiences.  In  politics 
ure.  In  1 876  he  took  charge  of  a cotton-card-  1 he  was  originally  an  Old-line  Whig,  and  upon 
ing  department  in  a mill  at  Stafford  Springs,  and  I the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  be- 
after  five  years  he  removed  to  Hartford,  entering  j came  identified  therewith,  and  he  still  adheres 
the  employ  of  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Manu-  i thereto.  As  such  he  has  held  several  of  the 
facturing  Company.  While  there  he  began  the  i local  offices  of  his  town,  such  as  selectman,  for 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  George  Greene,  con-  1 seven  years  from  1861  to  1868,  and  most  of  the 
tinuing  four  years,  and  in  1S92  he  went  to  Phila-  1 other  town  offices. 

delphia  and  pursued  a course  of  study  in  the  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  active 

Hahnemann  Homeopathic  College.  On  gradu-  1 and  earnest  in  the  support  of  the  Government, 
ating,  he  located  at  Bridgeport,  where  he  prac-  1 and  was  instrumental  in  sending  many  soldiers  to 
ticed  two  years,  and  afterward  he  spent  three  I the  front.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  L.  Lockwood, 
years  in  practice  in  Wilton;  but  he  then  returned  | daughter  of  John  and  Mercy  (Weed)  Lockwood, 
to  Bridgeport  and  has  since  made  his  home  there.  1 of  New  Canaan,  Conn.  She  was  born  June8, 
He  enjoys  an  excellent  reputation  as  a prac-  I 1831,  and  died  October  4,  1878,  the  mother  of 
titioner,  and  is  the  official  examiner  for  several  ! the  following  children:  George  S.,  born  January  3, 
societies  in  Bridgeport,  while,  socially,  he  is  1 857,  died  December  26,  1 864;  William  L.,  born 
prominent  as  a member  of  the  Sons  of  St.  George  May  20,  1858,  died  December  29,  i864;JohnF., 
and  the  Brotherhood  of  the  Union.  Politically,  : mentioned  below;  Samuel  E.,  bom  April  22, 
he  is  a Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  he  is  an  1853,  died  January  6,  1865;  Joseph  W.,  men- 
Episcopalian.  he  and  his  wife  being  leading  ! tioned  below;  Mercy  W.,  mentioned  below;  and 
members  of  St.  Luke’s  Church  at  Bridgeport.  I Miss  Sarah  L.,  born  March  26,  1874.  Mr.  Mid- 
On  August  3.  1S76,  Doctor  Melbourne  married  j dlebrook  is  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  mental 
Miss  Hannah  Westcott,  and  five  children  have  | qualities,  keen  and  incisive  in  his  grasp  of  ideas 
blessed  the  union,  three  of  whom  are  now  living,  or  in  the  expression  of  a thought.  He  must  be 
viz.:  Harriet,  j.  Frederick  and  Bessie  M.  Mrs.  accounted  one  of  the  interesting  characters  in 

Melbourne  is  a native  of  New  York  City,  and  her  j New-  England  life. 

paternal  ancestors  came  from  England  at  an  early  John  F.  Middlebrook,  eldest  living  son  of  the 
period.  Her  grandfather,  Zina  Westcott.  was  1 subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  December  28, 
born  on  Rhode  Island,  but  late  in  life  settled  at  I i860,  in  the  town  of  Wilton  and  educated  there 
Tolland,  Conn.,  and,  like  many  of  the  earlier  1 in  the  common  schools,  subsequently  taking 
generations  of  the  family,  he  was  a carpenter  i academic  work  at  Prof.  Olmstead’s  school, 
and  joiner  by  trade.  Lewis  J.  Westcott,  Mrs.  Afterward  he  graduated  at  Columbia  Law  Col- 
Melbourne’s  father,  was  a native  of  Rhode  I lege  of  New  York,  and  he  is  now  practicing  his 
Island,  and  became  a manufacturer  of  soft  1 profession  in  that  city,  and  enjoying  a large 
drinks.  His  vile,  Hopee  Carpenter,  who  died  i degree  of  success.  He  married  Miss  Minnie 
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Jones,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  she  having  been  born 
there  in  1862.  Two  children  have  graced  this 
umon:  Mary  Ann  and  George.  The  mother  of 
these  died,  and  Mr.  Middlebrook  has  not  married 
again. 

Joseph  W.  Middlebrook.  second  eldest  living 
son  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  July 
'f65;  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  subsequently  prepar- 
ing  for  Yale  College  at  Professor  Olmstead’s 
school  in  Wilton,  afterward  graduating  at  Yale 
Co  lege  in  1887 . Then  attending  Columbia  Law 
Co hege  in  New  York,  he  graduated  from  that 
mu  tation  in  1889.  He  is  now  practicing  his 
£°n'n  Tarrytown,  N.  Y„  where  he  was 
elected  a director  in  the  Tarrytown  Bank.  He 

Lht  V0  eCtx-r  °f  collateral  inheritance  tax  at 
2s  Y.  He  married  Miss  Emma 

Dnb  e>VdaUghter  °f  David  °?den  Bradley  of 

b“%F«  ",ey  - 'hM™- 
-r  »g.'V»,fbd±br,°0lt'  ^ht"  ■>' 

town  of  Wiir  born.  January  22,  1870,  in  the 
there  ad’  her  earlY  edu«tion 

Church  He  and  hi^  °f  the  choir  in  his 

Michael  M,HdHib  wW1 , 6 have  one  child-  Mercy, 
our  subject  wa^bor'0^’  f ea,-grandfather  of 
Conn.,  and  was  the-  T"  °f  Fairfield- 

gagineexipnciv  1 • e/e  educated,  afterward  en- 
Summers.  6 y ,n  farming-  He  married  Abiah 

of  the  subject  umo^^ ,ebr<>ok.  and  grandfather 
December  25  ,L8P  in  °/  these  llnes-  was  horn  ! 
was  there  educate  " the  town  of  Wilton,  and  i 
After  leaving Ihoofhe"  th®  ^°mmon  schools.  I 
followed  that  hnn  m engaged  ,n  farming,  and 

He  was Z ^ aLuTon  le/CCUpa,i0n  3,1  h«  We.  ! 
and  blacksmithinp  u *°  d°  F’s  own  tann'ng 

folly  and  He  served  his  country  faith- 


dletown.  Orange  county,  N.  Y.);  Anna,  born 
November  21,  1788,  married  John  Jones;  George 
born  September  6,  1792,  married  Lucretia 
Sturges,  Jonathan,  born  September  17,  1794, 
remained  single;  and  Sarah,  born  April  1,  1708' 
married  William  Lester.  ' * 

George  Middlebrook.  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  and 
there  educated  in  the  common  schools.  After 
leaving  school  he  adopted  the  occupation  of 
farming,  and  during  the  training  days  was  colonel 
of  a regiment  of  militia.  He  was  a man  of 
| great  strength  of  character,  and  highly  respected 
1 as  a citi2en  and  as  a man.  Politically,  he  was  a 
| Whig,  was  selectman  of  his  town,  and  while  not 
| a member  of  any  Church  was  yet  greatly  inter- 
1 ested  in  the  cause  of  religion.  He  married  Miss 
Lucretia  Sturges,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
(Hurlbutt)  Sturges,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
farmer  of  Wilton.  She  was  born  there  January 
24,  1801,  and  died  June  3,  1871.  The  children 
born  to  them  were  as  follows:  Mary,  born  De- 
cember 29,  1818,  married  William  Harris;  Su- 
sanna, born  October  2,  1820,  married  Le  Grand 
Comstock;  Clarissa,  born  May  17,  1822,  married 
Ebenezer  Be  ts;  Henrietta,  born  May  15,  1824, 
married  William  D.  Gregory;  Sarah  A.,  born 
January  21,  1826,  is  now  the  widow  of  W.  D. 
Gregory,  she  having  been  his  second  wife;  Sam- 
uel B.  (our  subject),  born  February  24,  1828; 
Elizabeth  A.,  born  November  21,  1831,  married 
John  Hill;  Lucretia,  born  November  13,  1833, 
married  A.  E.  Brown;  Emily,  born  November 
20,  1835,  married  John  L.  Lockwood;  Gertrude, 
born  March  4,  1837,  married  Dr.  J.  E.  Turner; 
Helen,  born  June  13,  1839,  is  still  single;  Vir- 
ginia S.,  bom  June  21,  1842,  married  a Mr. Wil- 
kinson; and  Georgia,  born  January  12,  1847,  died 
when  about  twelve  years  of  age. 


full  "c,,,|ining. 

bei"g  in  Ca ptain ^ rn nl H Revolut'onary  war, 
Captain  Gilbert’s  comna  s.C0™Pany-  and  later  in 
heal,  who  was  born  He  married  Susanna  1 

I?5  a most  ardent  rh  e,brUa7  ’755-  She 
blameless  life,  and  hp™-1  a”'  ed  3 devoted  and  ! 
>°  the  present  generational”^  has  descended  j 
.TRhe  children  born  to  °f  Cr  descendants. 

fheal)  Middlebrook  were  “m!nf.rs  and  Susanna  i 
,,°Jn November  10  i-s,  3S  ° °ws:  Matthew, 
SlliiM».  b°rn  Jan’Uar/y  2\m'-«ed  Betsey  Abbott; 

Dent°n;  Abijah  born  c3’  /&A'  marrled  Betsey 

(h,  Xfc"".  *•  ,786' 

pened  the  first  store  in  Mid- 


/P^EORGE  MORGAN,  one  of  the  honored  and 
vP  substantial  agriculturists  of  Danbury,  was 
born  in  that  town  July  12,  1826,  a son  of  Peter 
Morgan,  and  a grandson  of  Joseph  Morgan. 

The  Morgan  family  were  of  English  stock, 
and  early  settled  in  this  country.  Joseph  Mor- 
gan followed  the  occupation  of  farming  in  Fair- 
field  county.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Drew,  of 
Wilton,  and  the  young  couple  then  settled  on  a 
farm  in  New  Fairfield,  where  they  reared  their 
family  of  nine  children:  Joseph,  who  carried  on 
farming  in  New  York  State;  John  and  Drew,  who 
were  also  farmers  in  New  York  State;  Peter,  the 
father  of  our  subject;  James,  a farmer  in  the 
town  of  Danbury;  Stephen,  a farmer  in  western 
New  York;  Hannah,  married  to Cleveland, 
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of  New  Fairfield;  Clara,  who  married  Darius 
Hoyt,  of  New  Fairfield;  and  Mary,  who  married 
Elija  Sherwood,  also  of  New  Fairfield. 

Peter  Morgan  was  reared  on  the  farm  in  New 
Fairfield,  and  enjoyed  the  usual  educational 
privileges  of  farmer  boys  in  that  day.  Before 
1812  he  went  to  work  for  Isaac  Seeley,  of  Bethel. 
He  married  Clarissa  Taylor,  a sister  of  Joel  Tay- 
lor, so  well  known  in  the  manufacturing  world  of 
Danbury  in  the  early  half  of  this  century.  They 
settled  on  a farm  in  Danbury,  and  reared  a family 
of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Sally  (deceased) 

married  John  Johnson,  a combmaker  of  Bethel, 
now  living  retired;  Mary  married  Frank  Judd,  a 
farmer  of  Bethel,  and  both  are  now  deceased; 
Taylor  was  a farmer,  later  a butcher,  in  Birming- 
ham, where  he  died  in  1892;  Peter  was  a hatter 
in  Danbury,  and  died  in  Brookfield  in  1889; 
George  is  our  subject;  Ursula  married  Charles 
D.  Leavenworth,  a hatter,  and  both  are  de- 
ceased; and  Jerome  R.  lives  on  the  old  farm  in 
Bethel.  The  father  of  this  family  died  in  1871, 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years;  the  mother  passed 
away  in  1878,  aged  eighty-one.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Morgan  was  a Democrat. 

George  Morgan  passed  his  early  days  in  the 
uneven! ful  manner  of  farmers'  boys,  working  on 
the  farm  and  attending  the  district  school  about 
three  months  in  the  year.  When  seventeen  years 
old  he  began  to  learn  the  hatter’s  trade  under 
Russell  Benedict,  and  during  the  years  between 
1843  and  1891  he  followed  that  trade,  in  which 
latter  vear  he  retired  from  the  active  caTes  of 
business,  and  is  now  living  quietly  on  the  old 
homestead,  enjoying  the  reward  of  his  industry 
and  economy.  There  are  seventy-five  acres  on 
this  farm,  devoted  to  general  farming. 

In  1847,  Mr.  Morgan  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ann  M.  Morris,  a native  of  the  town 
of  Brookfield,  and  a daughter  of  Alfred  Morris, 
a farmer  of  that  town.  Alfred  Morris  was  a son 
of  Bethel  Morris,  a representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  in  the  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Morgan  eight  children  ha  ve  come,  namely: 
Charles  S. , at  one  time  a carpenter  in  Danbury, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  forty;  G.  Randolph,  a 
carpenter  and  pattern  maker  in  Boston:  Caro- 
]vn.  who  died  in  infancy;  Alfred  M.,  a carpenter 
in  Danbury;  Clarence  L..  a merchant  on  White 
street,  Danbury;  Evelyn  E.,  the  wife  of  Charles 
B.  Hatch,  a wagon  maker  of  New  Fairfield; 
Georgiana.  the  wife  of  James  P.  Kyle,  a hatter; 
and  Susan  E..  unmarried  and  at  home. 

Mr.  Morgan’s  entire  life  has  been  passed  in 
ihrs  community,  and  the  high  estimation  in  which 
he  is  held  by  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances, 
through  all  the  years  of  daily  companionship, 


speaks  well  for  the  sterling  integrity  and  inher- 
ent nobleness  of  his  character.  In  all  matters 
of  general  interest,  and  in  all  enterprises  for  the 
1 advancement  of  the  material  growth  of  his  town 
I and  county,  he  has  identified  himself.  His  lib- 
! erality  and  generosity  are  unfailing  in  all  worthy 
I causes.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  but  though 
a worker  for  his  party,  he  has  no  political  aspi- 
rations, preferring  to  continue  his  simple  stead- 
I fast  life. 


MON.  SIMON  C.  BRADLEY.  Few  men 

of  his  years  are  as  well  known  as  this  young 

and  enterprising  agriculturist  of  Fairfield  town- 
ship. It  would  be  difficult  to  analyze  the  cause 
I of  his  wide  popularity  and  influence,  as  his  genial, 
j friendly  disposition,  his  progressive  ideas,  his 
I sound  practical  judgment,  and  upright  character 
| are  all  factors  in  maintaining  for  him  an  enviable 
|. position  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Bradley  was  born  July  29.  1858,  in  Banks 
1 North  District,  Fairfield  township,  the  son  of 
1 Zalmon  B.  and  Sarah  E.  (Sherwood)  Bradley,  of 
1 whom  an  account  is  given  elsewhere.  His  edu- 
i cation  was  begun  in  the  district  schools,  and 
I after  completing  the  course  offered  in  the  local 
| schools  he  attended  Greenfield  Academy,  then 
j conducted  by  Mr.  Loveridge.  and  Easton  Acad- 
i emy,  acquiring  a good  practical  education. 
During  boyhood  he  received  practical  training  in 
farm  work  under  his  father’s  direction,  and  as  a 
young  man  he  took  charge  of  the  homestead  for 
some  time.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  in  1879, 
he  built  a new  house  upon  the  farm,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  removal  in  1893  to 
his  present  farm,  formerly  known  as  the  William 
Banks  farm.  Since  taking  possession  he  has 
I made  many  improvements,  and  the  neat  and 
I orderly  appearance  of  the  place  shows  the  skill- 
1 ful  management  of  the  scientific  farmer.  He  is 
l fond  of  field  sports,  and  for  some  years  has  been 
t actively  interested  in  rearing  dogs  of  high  breed, 

: many  specimens  from  his  kennels  having  carried 
off  prizes  in  contests  which  were  open  to  the 
world.  He  now  has  charge  of  the  “ Del  Monte 
I Kennels.”  one  of  the  noted  kennels  of  the  United 
States,  recently  removed  from  Mississippi  to 
| Greenfield  Hill.  Since  1894  he  has  been  judge 
of  many  important  contests,  and  has  awarded 
more  than  $13,000  in  prizes,  some  going  to  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.  In  November,  1897,  he  had 
five  appointments  as  judge  in  contests  in  North 
Carolina,  and  three  in  Ohio  and  Indiana.  He  is 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Field 
Trials  Club  of  America,  of  which  Pierre  Loril- 
! lard,  Jr.,  is  president. 
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Mr.  Bradley  was  early  brought  into  promi- 
nence through  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  agricultural 
interests,  and  for  years  he  has  been  a leading 
worker  in  the  P.  of  H.,  as  a member  of  Green- 
field Grange  No.  133.  He  has  held  various 
offices  in  the  State  Grange,  serving  two  years  as 
State  deputy,  and  he  has  been  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee  of  Pomona  Grange,  of  Fair- 
field  county.  As  he  has  always  been  a stanch 
Democrat,  he  naturally  became  influential  in  the 
party  councils,  and  in  1887-88  he  served  as  a 
representative  in  the  State  Legislature,  being 
only  twenty-nine  years  old  when  elected,  making 
one  of  the  youngest  members  of  that  body.  In 
1894  and  1 896  he  was  nominated  by  his  party  for 
the  same  position,  but  was  defeated.  For  three 
years  he  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  town 
committee,  resigning  in  1896,  and  since  1894  he 
has  held  the  office  of  first  selectman  of  Fairfield, 
his  efficient  and  faithful  service  winning  the  ap- 
proval of  all  classes,  irrespective  of  party.  He 
comes  honestly  by  his  ability  in  public  affairs, 
his  ancestors  having  been  prominent  in  this  sec- 
tion from  pioneer  times.  His  father  was  a se- 
lectman for  many  years,  and  also  served  as  a 
representative  from  Fairfield,  while  in  the  ma- 
ternal line  his  grandfather,  William  Sherwood, 
served  ably  as  postmaster  at  Southport,  and 
judge  of  probate  court  in  the  town  of  Fairfield. 

On  September  30,  1879,  Mr.  Bradley  married 
Miss  Anna  Belle  Bulkeley,  a native  of  Kendall- 
ville,  lnd..  and  daughter  of  Moses  A.  and  Eliz- 
abeth Bulkeley.  During  her  childhood  her  fa- 
ther met  his  death  while  operating  his  lumber  mill 
at  Kendallville,  and  soon  after  that  event  she 
came  to  Fairfield  county,  where  she  was  educated. 
Two  children,  Elizabeth  B.  and  Sarah  E.,  have 
blessed  this  union,  and  both  are  popular  in  the 
best  social  circles  of  Greenfield  Hill.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bradley  are  members  of  the  Greenfield  Hill 
Congregational  Church. 


STEPHEN  P.  CRONAN,  D.  D.  S.,  a lead- 
1 ing  dentist  of  Bridgeport,  is  a young  and 
enterprising  practitioner  whose  ability  and  thor- 
ough preparation  have  won  for  him  a well- 
deserved  success.  His  offices,  which  are  advan- 
tageously located  on  Main  street,  are  handsomely 
furnished,  and  the  apparatus  for  professional 
work  shows  a progressive  spirit  which  from  the 
first  commands  the  confidence  of  the  visitor. 

Dr.  Cronan  comes  of  Irish  ancestry,  his 
parents,  .Michael  and  Ann  (McNally)  Cronan,  be- 
ing natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  His  father, 
who  served  gallantly  as  a soldier  during  the  Civil 
war,  with  the  Ninth  Conn.  V.  I.,  is  one  of  the 


I oldest  and  most  respected  citizens  of  Naugatuck. 

! having  resided  there  for  half  a century. 

Doctor  Cronan  was  born  September  1,  1871, 

1 at  Naugatuck,  and  his  education  was  secured  in 
I that  town  and  in  Waterbury.  After  graduating 
| from  the  high  school  at  Naugatuck  he  began  his 
professional  studies  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Fred 
Warnes,  of  Waterbury,  and  later  he  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  C.  E.  Gates,  of  the  same  city.  This 
practical  work  was  supplemented  by  a three- 
years’  course  in  the  Baltimore  College  of  Dental 
Surgery,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class 
I of  '95.  On  May  t of  the  same  year  he  located  in 
| Bridegport,  and  as  his  skill  met  with  prompt 
| recognition  he  has  already  built  up  a lucrative 
j practice.  He  is  much  interested  in  military  mat- 
| ters,  as  befits  the  son  of  a Union  veteran,  and  at 
j present  is  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  of  the  1st 
1 Battalion,  4th  Regiment  Connecticut  National 
i Guard.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Roman 
i Catholic,  and  he  attends  the  Church  of  the 
| Sacred  Heart  at  Bridgeport.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Foresters  of  America. 


ORLANDO  S.  WILDMAN.  In  compiling  a 
volume  of  this  kind  it  would  be  a grave  error 
to  omit  from  it  a record  of  the  lives  of  those 
worthy  men  who  bear  names  that  have  been 
prominent  in  the  history  of  the  county  from  its 
earliest  period.  The  name  of  Wildman  is  one 
familiar  to  every  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Dan- 
bury, and,  for  that  matter,  throughout  the  entire 
State  of  Connecticut.  Orlando  S.  Wildman  was 
born  April  26,  1823,  on  the  farm  which  has  ever 
since  been  his  home. 

Thomas  Wildman,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
) ject,  married  Lucy  Hamilton,  of  Danbury,  and 
j they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of 
1 whom  we  have  the  following  record:  (1)  Silas 
[ learned  the  hatter's  trade,  and  when  a young 
l man  went  to  Hartford;  (2)  Philo  is  the  father  of 
j our  subject;  (3)  Starr  died  young;  (4)  Lucy  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Adams;  (5)  Curtis,  who  was  a hatter, 

1 died  young;  (6)  Zilla  married  Henry  Barnum; 
, and  (7)  Eppa  was  a hatter  in  Danbury,  where 
1 he  died.  The  parents  of  this  family  were  farm- 
) ing  people,  and  died  in  Fairfield  county. 

Philo  Wildman  grew  up  on  a farm,  working 
in  summer  and  attending  school  during  the  winter 
months.  On  attaining  man's  estate  he  married 
, Miss  Hulda  Terrell,  a native  of  the  town  of  New 
Fairfield  and  a descendant  of  an  old  English 
family,  and  they  immediately  afterward  settled 
on  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  resides,  and 
! there  their  family  of  three  children  were  born 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


826 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  reared:  William  T.,  a resident  of  Sutter 
Creek,  Cal.,  has  been  engaged  in  the  mining 
business  since  1852;  Minerva  married  Cyrus 
White;  and  Orlando  S.  is  our  subject.  The  1 
father  of  this  family  was  summoned  to  his  final 
rest  in  1875,  just  ten  years  after  the  death  of  his 
noble  and  devoted  wife.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican,  and  in  religion  a faithful  follower  of 
JohnWeslev. 

Orlando  S.  Wildman  has  lived  almost  his  en- 
tire life  on  his  present  farm,  and  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  its  125  acres  of  fertile  land  has  taken  j 
great  pride.  He  has  been  a farmer  all  his  life, 
though  for  a brief  period  he  worked  at  hatting. 

On  May  31,  1849,  Mr.  Wildman  was  married 
to  Miss  Esther  A.  Beers,  of  the  town  of  New 
Fairfield,  a daughter  of  Elijah  Beers,  who  came 
from  Easton,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wild- 
man at  once  began  their  married  life  on  the 
homestead,  and  there  reared  one  child:  William 
A.;  three  others  died  in  infancy.  Active  in  the 
work  of  the  Methodist  Church,  our  subject  and 
bis  wife  are  identified  with  the  principal  religious 
and  charitable  enterprises  of  the  place.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Wildman  is  a stanch  Republican,  but, 
though  one  of  the  workers  of  his  party,  he  uni- 
formly refuses  to  accept  the  offices  his  friends 
have  so  often  offered  him.  He  is  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  by  his  friends  and  neigh- 
' bors,  and  the  citizens  of  Danbury  look  upon  him 
as  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  and  public- 
spirited  men  of  the  place — one  who  shirks  no 
duty  of  citizenship,  but  scorns  the  paltry  aims 
that  are  the  offspring  of  petty  ambition  and 
selfish  gain. 

William  A.  Wildman,  the  only  child  of  our 
subject,  was  born  June  17,  1850,  and  on  reach- 
ing maturity  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Frances  L.  Nash,  a daughter  of  Harry  W. 
Hash,  a farmer  of  the  town  of  Wilton.  William 
A.  Wildman  is  engaged  in  the  meat  business  in 
Danbury,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing citizens  of  the  town.  He  and  his  wife  reside 
with  his  parents  on  the  old  farm,  and  there  look 
after  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  that  aged  and 
honored  couple.  A Republican  in  political 
faith,  and  in  the  same  commendable  way  as  his 
father,  he  gives  liberally  of  time  and  means  to 
all  worthy  enterprises. 


^"ILLIAM  J.  BEECHER,  a well-known 
member  of  the  Fairfield  County  Bar,  was 
born  March  5,  1859.  at  Bridgeport,  this  county, 
a son  of  John  and  Margaret  Beecher,  and  his  life 
has  been  mainly  spent  in  this  section. 

During  his  boyhood  Mr.  Beecher  attended 


the  schools  near  his  early  home,  and  his  academic 
education  was  completed  in  Staples  Institute,  at 
Easton,  this  county.  Having  decided  upon  en- 
tering the  legal  profession,  he  pursued  a course 
in  the  Yale  Law  School,  graduating  in  1880.  On 
July  1 of  that  year  he  was  admitted,  at  New 
Haven,  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of  the  State. 

In  August,  1880,  he  opened  an  office  in  Bridge- 
port, where  he  remained  through  the  trying  first 
months  of  idleness  and  discouragement  which 
every  briefless  young  lawyer  must  undergo,  but 
on  January  17,  1881,  he  removed  to  Newtown. 

There  he  had  some  difficulty  in  securing  a suit- 
able office,  his  first  location,  over  the  old  tin- 
shop,  being  far  from  desirable,  but  he  finally  ob- 
tained pleasanter  quarters  above  the  store  now 
occupied  by  Mr.  Beers.  By  sheer  force  of  merit 
Mr.  Beecher  has  made  his  way  to  a flourishing 
practice,  and  he  can  now  look  back  with  amuse- 
ment upon  his  early  experiences.  In  his  first 
! case,  events  took  a somewhat  unusual  turn,  as 
he  arrested  his  own  client.  In  November,  18  , 

he  was  elected  judge  of  probate  on  the  Demo 
cratic  ticket,  and  this  office  he  held  for  four  years. 
For  a short  time  he  served  as  town  clerk,  having 
been  appointed  to  fill  a vacancy,  and  for  four  or 
five  years  he  was  assistant  town  clerk.  He  con 
tinued  his  practice  in  Newtown  until  October  1, 
1892,  when  he  opened  an  office  at  Bridgepo  • 
In  October,  1894.  he  formed  a partnership  witn 
Frank  M.  Canfield,  Esq.,  under  the  firm  name  01 
Beecher  & Canfield,  and  they  have  since  enjove 
a constantly-increasing  clientele  of  a genera  na 

On  April  3,  1891,  Mr.  Beecher  married  Miss 
Mary  B.  Glover,  daughter  of  the  late  Henry 
Beers  Glover,  and  their  home  has  been  brig 
ened  by  three  children:  Florence  Glover,  Henry 
Glover  (who  died  November  4,  1897)  an°  ar 
guerite  Katharine. 

The  late  Henry  B.  Glover  was  for  many  years 
a leading  resident  of  Newtown,  and  his  fat  er, 
Abel  Booth  Glover,  was  in  his  day  a prominent 
merchant  of  the  place,  occupying  a store  a 
site  of  Charles  H.  Peck  s residence  After  re- 
ceiving an  academic  education  in  the  schools  o 
native  town,  Henry  Glover  entered  Yale  Co  eg  • 
where  he  was  graduated  in  September,  1 • 

On  completing  his  education  he  spent  some 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  later  settled  at  e 
town,  and  his  remarkable  abilities  as  a hna”cle_ 
were  shown  in  various  enterprises  requiring  °r 
sight  and  sound  judgment.  He  never  too  ^ 
active  part  in  politics,  and  although  he  'vas 
! firm  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  50  afje_ 
j national  issues  were  concerned,  he  voted  m 
1 pendently  on  local  questions.  He  felt  a deep  1 
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terest  in  all  that  relate  to  the  welfare  of  his 
town,  and  for  many  years  was  an  active  worker 
in  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  of  Newtown,  being 
one  of  the  most  liberal  contributors  at  the  time 
of  the  building  of  the  new  edifice.  His  business 
enterprises  included  the  organization  of  the  New- 
town Savings  Bank,  and  from  its  foundation  until 
nis  death  he  held  the  positions  of  secretary  and 
treasurer  in  that  institution,  with  the  exception 
°,  °n*  y.ear\  for  a number  of  years  he  was 
identified  with  the  First  National  Bank  at  Bridge- 
port  serving  as  a director.  He  died  March  6, 
!«/0,  at  the  age  of  forty-five,  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Eliza  Blakeslee,  died  May  17 

were’ nS  , L,y'nine-  Ma">'  tribu,es  respeci 
in  7 and  at  a social  meet- 

g of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  First  Na 
-.IB,,!  Bridgeport,  held  M„ch  « 8po 
the  following  resolutions  were  passed: 


move  bv  dealh  our  Tale  frfenH  All:w,se  Providence  to  re- 
Beerr  Glover  who  for  d 3nd  assoc,ale’  Mr.  Henrv 

efficiem  director  of  this  b?n\,y  W3S  3 Prominent  and 

«etmedfr'ieIdhaendearirtoel.s  athe.  "if  l°SS  °f  0ur 

Business  capacuv  and  his  35  uas  b>'  bls  superior 

maniv  deporiment  has  commamflJ’0'''3  u ' 'u1114*5,  and  *'hose 
Thai  mmanded  our  hiphest  reeard 

Brceased^'  fa™‘>'  and  reV.fves  of 

...  lianir  ->vs/4  .L  . 

his 

loss  

lm»n!ldrfkTchholsbe  appofmed  CaSh'er  3nd  Messrs-  Tom- 
funeral  services  of  our  tfe^eaiai3  co7,mi,,ce  attend  the 

,n  tenrr ai  “ M.  late  residence 

transmitted  io  the  friends  of' f,h» ' ft  fore?0!np  resolutions  be 


tbe  Brceased  our  svmpathv'irfihlf  3nd  Natives  of 

’he  Bank  and  the  ronfm  ^.,n  l^e,r  affliction.  knowing  that 

h-sdeeplv  affi  c,ed  S^hLe  Which  he  lived-  as  «1  ~ 

cteo  family,  have  experienced  an  irreparable 


KaSSnf  fSTRATTON.  of  Danbury 

and  has  been  sucree  °i  r°°L  Kew  England  stock 
" successful  in  his  profession. 


half 

lhe  growth  and  nl  ,ntlmatel-v  identified  with 

F.i«r  sn ol  ihe  ci,y »'  *»- 

bu,lder.  as  well  L a con‘ractor  and 

nLa,lve  of  the  conml  ,enterPnsin?  citizen,  is  a 

thJ10«’nofNewFaffieMrnrMarCh  ‘4’  ,826-  in 

ab  eioCh°nneCticut  family.  ’ °f  a"  °Id  a"d  h°nor' 
*as  bornT,nrnpy’  fi^and,ather  of  our  subject, 
,fei°ng  farmer,  an! T^'  Where  he  was  a 
n rei'gious  faith  L dled  at  Easton,  in  1847. 
f"dre"'.  father  of  o,rS  l®8**-  His  son 
O' . in  what  is  now  ®ubject‘  was  born,  in 
beld  county  and  J he  °Wn  of  Easton,  Fair- 
•’  nd  Was  reared  on  a farm.  He 


married  Paulina  Gregory,  a daughter  of  Elijah 
Gregory  who  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and 
two  children  came  of  this  union:  Melinda,  who 
married  Lewis  Hayes,  a farmer  in  the  town  of 
New  Fairfield,  Fairfield  county  (they  are  both 
now  deceased.  Mr.  Hayes  dying  in  1884,  Mrs. 
Hayes  in  1886);  and  Charles  P.,  still  living.  In 
J 835  the  parents  moved  with  their  family  into 
the  town  of  Redding,  and  settled  on  a farm.  In 
1837  they  came  to  Norwalk,  whence,  in  1845, 
they  moved  to  Fairfax  county,  Va.,  where  the 
father  again  took  up  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
followed  same  till  his  death,  on  February  14, 
186] ; he  was  originally  a Whig  in  politics,  later! 
on  the  organization  of  the  party,  uniting  with 
the  Republicans.  His  widow  died  lanuarv  k 
1879.  J J 3’ 

The  subject  proper  of  this  memoir,  whose 
name  opens  the  sketch,  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm  in  the  town  of  New  Fairfield,  and 
received  a good,  substantial  district-school  edu- 
cation. He  then  commenced  learning  the  car- 
penter s trade,  which  he  has  followed  ever  since, 
in  connection  with  contracting  and  building,  for 
fi>e  years  in  Virginia,  and  since  1850  in  Norwalk.  * 
On  September  11.  1851,  Mr.  Turney  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rhoda  A.  Siurges, 
of  Norwalk,  daughter  of  Joel  Sturges.  a farmer 
of  the  town  of  Weston,  Fairfield  county.  No 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turney. 
He  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
Mrs.  Turney  being  a Methodist,  while  in  his 
political  predilections  he  was  originally  a Whig, 
later  a Republican,  and  at  the  time  Norwalk  was 
a borough  he  held  the  office  of  burgess  five  vears. 
They  have  their  home  in  an  elegant  and  com- 
fortable dwelling  fronting  on  Union  Park.  Dur- 
ing. his  long  residence  in  Norwalk  Mr.  Turney 
has  put  up  many  dwelling  houses  and  other  build- 
ings in  the  place,  more,  in  fact,  than  any  other 
man,  and  has  owned  and  sold  many  houses  in 
that  time.  That  he  has  been  an  all-round  suc- 
cessful man  goes  without  saying,  thanks  to  the 
active  qualities  of  his  nature — enterprise,  energy, 
business  tact  and  public  spirit,  to  which  may  be 
added  thorough  judgment,  honest  work,  and  hon- 
orable dealing. 


TSJITICHAEL  J.  HOULIHAN,  proprietor  of 
the  “Grand  Central  Hotel,”  Newtown,  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  men  to  be  found  in  Fair- 
field  county,  and  his  fellow-citizens  have  on 
many  occasions  given  proof  of  their  esteem  by 
choosing  him  to  important  offices  of  public  trust. 

Mr.  Houlihan  is  a native  of  Newtown,  born 
January  7,  1858,  but  his  ancestry  is  Irish,  the 
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Houlihan  family  being  one  of  the  oldest  in  Coun-  I members  and  took  an  influential  part  in  legisla- 
ty  Clare,  Ireland.  Many  of  its  members  have  I tion.  In  his  second  term  he  introduced  the  Bill 
been  prominent  in  various  lines  of  effort,  and  his  | for  increasing  the  stock  of  the  Consolidated  Rail- 
grandparents,  Michael  and  Margaret  (Haugh)  | road  to  $100,000,000.  In  March,  1893,  Mr. 
Houlihan,  who  were  lifelong  residents  of  that  | Houlihan  was  chosen,  for  the  un-expired  term 
county,  where  much  respected  by  their  associates.  I ending  July  1,  1895,  to  membership  in  the  board 
John  Houlihan,  our  subject  s father,  was  born  in  1 of  county  commissioners,  for  Fairfield  county, 
County  Clare  and  in  1855  came  to  America,  set-  j which  has  control  of  the  county  court  houses, 
tling  at  Newtown,  where  he  has  been  employed  | county  jails,  county  home  and  other  property, 
for  more  than  thirty  years  in  the  shipping  depart-  i and  has  charge  of  the  highways  in  certain  in- 
ment  of  the  New  York  Belting  & Packing  Com-  I stances,  and  of  the  laying  out  of  telegraph  and 
pany.  He  married  Miss  Maigaret  Keane,  daugh-  I telephone  routes.  His  colleagues  on  this  com- 
ter  of  Marlin  Keane,  also  a native  of  the  Emerald  I mittee  were  Whitman  S.  Mead,  of  Greenwich, 
Isle.  Our  subject  is  one  of  five  children,  the  others  I and  Daniel  S.  Rowland,  of  Bridgeport.  For  three 
being  John  F..  a resident  of  Newtown:  Miss  j years  prior  to  1S91  he  was  a member  of  the 
Mary  Jane:  Martin  F.,  of  Newtown,  and  Miss  I State  Central  Committee  of  his  party,  and  during 
Margaret.  I the  campaign  of  1890  he  served  on  the  executive 

Mr.  Houlihan,  our  subject,  was  educated  in  1 committee  from  Fairfield  county.  In  1896  he 
Newtown,  attending  the  common  schools  and  I was  a delegate  to  the  Chicago  convention,  and  he 
the  academy,  and  as  he  has  always  been  a great  | and  William  Kennedy,  of  Naugatuck. werethe  only 
reader  he  is  well-informed  upon  general  subjects.  1 members  of  the  delegation  who  did  not  ■•bolt" 
At  an  early  age  he  began  to  devote  his  attention  i when  the  platform  was  adopted.  Mr.  Houlihan 
to  the  hotel  business,  starting  in  1874  as  a porter  j was  a candidate  for  Congress  in  the  Fourth  Con- 
and  general  utility  boy.  and  from  this  humble  j gressional  District  of  Connecticut  in  that  year, 
position  working  up  gradually  until  in  1887  he  ! but  as  the  Republicans  carried  the  day  throughout 
became  the  proprietor  of  his  present  hostelry,  I the  State  he  failed  of  election,  although  his  town 
succeeding  Capt.  A.  W.  Snow  in  its  manage-  1 gave  the  largest  proportionate  Democratic  vote 
ment.  Having  begun  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  he  1 of  any  town  in  New  England.  Mr.  Houlihan’s 
knows  the  business  thoroughly,  and  he  has  met  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Annie  M. 
with  well-deserved  success  in  his  efforts  to  please  Slavin,  passed  to  the  unseen  life  June  29.  1894, 
the  public.  He.has  made  .many  improvements  in  leaving  four  children,  viz.:  Catherine  T..  John 

his  establishment,  introducing  drainage  and  gas,  f Grover,  Loretta  and  Annie  May.  On  September 
and  it  is  now  one  of  the  best  hotels  to  be  found  8,  1897,  our  subject  married,  for  his  second  wife, 
in  the  section.  His  genial  manner  adds  to  the  Miss  Katherine  Agnes  Hourigan,  by  whom  he 
attractions  of  the  place,  as  he  seems  to  take  has  one  daughter,  Mary  Virginia,  born  January 
hearty  enjoyment  in  seeing  his  guests  comfortable  16,  1899.  The  family  is  identified  with  St.  Rose's 
— a characteristic,  however,  which  is  to  be  noted  Catholic  Church  of  Newtown,  of  which  Mr. 
in  his  treatment  of  everyone,  and  may  be  regarded  Houlihan  is  a prominent  member,  and  he  also 
as  one  of  the  reasons  for  his  popularity  in  public  belongs  to  the  Brotherhood  of  Elks,  the  Knights 
and  social  liie.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  | of  Honor,  the  Order  of  Forresters  and  the  Knights 
for  vears  he  has  been  a leader  in  the  councils  of  j of  Columbus. 

the  party  in  the  State.  He  has  held  numerous  1 

local  offices,  including  those  of  town  clerk,  in 

which  he  has  served  continuously  since  1887,  reg-  | /GEORGE  LORING  PORTER.  M.  D.  This 
istrar  of  voters  and  clerk  of  the  probate  court,  j branch  of  the  Porter  family  is  of  the  Strat- 
In  1884  he  was  elected  to  the  Lower  house  of  the  j ford  (England)  stock,  one  of  whose  members, 
Legislature  to  represent  the  town  of  Newtown,  I Hugh  Porter,  was  appointed  July’  17,  >55°-  *rus’ 
and  in  1890  and  1892  he  was  chosen  to  the  State  1 tee  for  the  six  daughters  of  Robert  Arden,  "’ho 
Senate  from  the  Fifteenth  Senatorial  District,  was  the  father  of  Mary,  the  mother  of  Shakes- 
Hon.  D-  N.  Morgan  bejng  his  colleague.  During  peaie.  [ Duvskinck's  “Shakespeare,  Ed.  1 S69 . 
his  first  term  of  two  years  in  the  Senate  he  was  Page  XXVII.] 

chairman  of  the  committee  on  Labor  and  chair-  | The  subject  of  this  biography,  a leading  physi- 
man  of  the  joint  standing  committee  on  Military  j cian  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  is  of  the  eighth  gen- 
Affairs,  and  during  the  second  term  he  was  chair-  . eration.  in  direct  descent,  from  John  Porter,  who 
man  of  the  joint  standing  committee  on  Railroads,  1 sailed  from  England  April  25,1635.  on  the  “Susan 
consisting  of  one  senator  and  eight  representa-  | and  Ellen,’  and  settled  in  Hingham,  Mass.;  an 
lives.  He  was  quite  popular  among  his  fellow  | tradition  has  it  that  he  headed  the  town's  quota 
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in  King  Philip's  wars;  was  deputy  to  the  General 
Court.  1644;  that  year  he  removed  to  Danvers 
(then  called  Salem),  Mass.,  and  from  time  to 
time  purchased  rpuch  land,  “so  that,  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  he  was  the  largest  landholder  in 
Salem,  his  lands  lying  in  what  is  now  Danvers, 
Salem,  Wenham,  Topsfield  and  Beverly.”  He 
was  well  known  throughout  the  Massachusetts 
Colony,  having  held  many  official  positions.  Dur- 
ing the  Colonial  wars,  the  Revolutionary  period, 
and  the  war  of  1812,  many  members  of  the  fam- 
ily took  active  parts.  At  the  first  fire  of  the 
British  troops  at  Lexington  fell  Asahel  Porter,  of 
Woburn;  the  first  named  upon  the  monumental 
tablet  ol  those  who  were  killed  at  Bunker  Hill 
was  an  uncle  of  the  Doctor  s grandfather.  The 
mother  of  Israel  Putnam  was  Elizabeth  Porter, 
and  the  eventful  military  career  of  Gen.  Moses 
Porter  (for  whom  Fort  Porter  at  Niagara  was  j 
named)  began  at  Bunker  Hill  and  ended  with  his  I 
death  in  Cambridge,  1822,  when  Boston  gave  | 
him  an  official  funeral.  He  was  the  first  colonel  | 
of  the  First  United  States  Artillery,  and  planned  1 
many  of  the  fortifications  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 
Other  members  have  distinguished  themselves  in 
literary,  professional,  mercantile  and  agricultural 
pursuits.  The  immediate  line  is:  I 

(1)  John  Porter,  of  Hingham  and  Danvers, 
Mass.,  1635-76;  (2)  Samuel,  of  Wenham,  Mass., 
1660; (3)  John,  of  Wenham,  Mass.,  1658-1753; 

(4)  Benjamin,  of  Wenham,  Mass.,  1691-1778; 

(5)  Moses,  of  Boxford,  Mass.,  1719-1811;  (6) 
William,  of  Boxford,  Mass.,  1744-1822;  (7) 
Isaac  Adams,  of  Dover,  N.  H..  1779;  (8)  George, 
of  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  1808;  (9)  George  L. . of 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  1 83 S . 

John  Porter,  grandson  of  the  English  John, 
in  1692,  during  the  witchcraft  delusion,  had  the 
courage  to  publicly  oppose  the  popular  madness, 
and,  with  his  wile  Lydia,  testified  to  the  good 
character  of  Sarah  Wildes,  who  was  accused  by 
Goody  Bibber  of  bewitching  her.  This  oppo- 
sition to  the  prevailing  public  frenzy  subjected 
them  to  personal  insult  and  pecuniary  loss. 

George  Porter,  the  Doctor's  father,  was  born 
in  Danvers,  in  early  manhood  settled  in  Concord, 
N.  H.,  and  there  conducted  a hardware  business 
as  Porter  & Rolfe  until  1852,  when  he  removed 
to  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  where  he,  in  the  firm  of  Dil-  | 
worth.  Porter  & Co.,  was  engaged  in  the  manu-  j 
facture  of  railroad  supplies  for  many  years.  He  ! 
was  a public-spirited  man,  liberal  and  earnest  in  \ 
his  support  of  religious,  charitable  and  benevo-  i 
lent  works,  a friend  to  the  needy,  and  at  his 
death  in  1882  was,  by  all  who  knew  him, 
esteemed,  beloved,  venerated.  His  wife,  Clar- 
issa Ayer,  a member  of  a well-known  family,  was 


1 

j a daughter  of  Peter  Ayer,  of  Haverhill,  Mass., 

! and  a descendant  of  Syman  Ayer,  who  left  Eng- 
1 land  April  15,  1635,  upon  the  ship  “Increase,” 
I Robert  Lete,  master,  and  settled  at  Haverhill. 

I Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  three 
\ children  born  to  George  and  Clarissa  Porter,  the 
others  being:  Henry  K.,  an  extensive  manu- 
| facturer  of  locomotives,  and  prominent  in  edu- 
cational and  benevolent  enterprises,  residing  in 
Pittsburg,  Penn.,  and  Mary  P.,  wife  of  William 
E.  Lincoln,  of  Pittsburg. 

Dr.  George  L.  Porter  was  born  April  29. 
1838,  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  where  he  remained 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  ten  years.  He  then 
entered  the  Little  Blue  Academy  at  Farmington, 
Maine,  and  for  two  years  and  a half  he  pursued 
his  studies  there.  Later  he  attended  school  in 
Concord,  and  the  academy  at  Pembroke,  N.  H. 
In  June,  1855,  he  was  graduated  from  the 
Academy  at  New  London,  N.  H.,  and  in  1859 
he  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  Brown 
University,  Providence,  R.  1.  He  read  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  J.  P.  Drake  at  Pittsburg,  Penn., 
1859-60,  and  later  in  the  office  of  Doctors  Brin- 
ton  & Da  Costa,  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  1860- 
62;  attended  two  general  and  three  special 
courses  of  lectures  at  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia,  which  institution  conferred  upon 
him  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  in  March,  1862.  On 
April  29  following  Doctor  Porter  passed  the 
army  medical  examination  board  at  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  as  a “proof 
candidate”  at  the  general  hospital  at  Strasburg, 
Ya.,  where  he  reported  for  duty  to  Major-Gen- 
eral Banks.  May  10,  1862.  On  the  25th  of  the 
same  month,  when  the  Union  forces  retreated 
down  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Doctor  Porter 
volunteered  to  remain  with  the  sick  and  wounded, 
and  was  captured  by  Colonel  Ashby,  of  the  Vir- 
ginia cavalry;  but  Gen.  “Stonewall”  Jackson 
at  once  placed  him  in  charge  of  the  hospital,  and 
requested  him  to  care  for  the  Confederate 
wounded  also.  This  was  probably  the  first 
recognition  during  the  Civil  war  of  the  right  of 
medical  officers  to  claim  the  protection  of  the 
modern  rules  of  war  governing  non-belligerents. 
For  this  action  he  was  honorably  mentioned  in 
the  official  reports,  and  received  a compliment- 
ary letter  from  the  surgeon-general. 

When  the  Confederates  were  driven  up  the 
Valley  he  was  placed  at  Strasburg  in  charge  of 
the  wounded  on  both  sides,  and  after  the  battle  of 
Cross  Keys,  Va.,  he  established  a general  hos- 
pital for  the  Germans  of  General  Blenker’s  divis- 
ion. On  the  12th  of  June  he  was  transferred  to 
the  general  hospital  at  Winchester,  Va.,  and  on 
the  1st  of  July  was  assigned  to  Best’s  battery, 
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with  which  he  served  during  the  summer 
of  1862.  He  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Cedar  Mountain,  the  combats  along  the  Rappa- 
hannock, the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  the 
battle  of  South  Mountain,  and  on  July  17,  1862, 
he  was  commissioned  assistant-surgeon  U.  S. 
Army,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  He 
served  in  the  general  hospital  at  Braddocks  Bar- 
racks, Frederick,  Md.,  from  September  17  to  No- 
vember 18,  1 862,  and  was  then  ordered  to  join  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  at  Falmouth,  Va.,  assigned 
to  the  Fifth  Cavalry,  and  served  with  this  regi- 
ment until  May  to,  1864.  He  was  present  at  the 
battles  of  Fredericksburg.  Beverly  Ford,  Gettys- 
burg, Brandy  Station.  Todd's  Tavern,  Flem- 
ming's Cross  Roads,  Manassas  Gap,  Kelly’s  Ford,  j 
Middleton,  Upperville,  Williamsport,  Boons-  I 
boro  (where  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm),  1 
Funkston,  Falling  Waters,  Beaver  Dam,  War-  1 
renton,  Ashby’s  Gap,  Front  Royal,  Culpeper 
Court  House  and  Morton's  Ford. 

By  order  of  the  War  Department  Doctor  Por-  1 
ter  was  relieved  from  duty  April  29,  1864,  and  | 
ordered  to  report  at  Washington;  but  as  the  I 
Army  of  the  Potomac  had  severed  its  connection  i 
with  the  railroad  before  the  order  was  received,  1 
and  for  a time  had  no  communication  with  the  : 
capital,  he  served  with  his  regiment  in  the  Wilder-  ■ 
ness  campaign.  After  the  battles  of  the  Wilder-  1 
ness  he  remained  with  the  wounded  at  Freder-  l 
icksburg  for  a few  days,  and  was  then  sent  to 
Belle  Plain  in  charge  of  the  first  train  of  wound-  j 
ed,  whence  he  proceeded  with  dispatches  to 
Washington.  I 

The  Doctor  often  performed  important  surgi-  1 
cal  operations  on  the  field  and  under  heavy  fire,  j 
and  in  referring  to  his  services  with  the  Fifth  U.  ! 
S.  Cavalry  Capt.  Julius  Mason,  U.  S.  A.,  | 
addressed  the  board  of  officers  on  staff  brevets  as  I 
follows;  “ During  this  time  the  regiment  was  en- 
gaged in  many  battles,  losing  heavily  in  sick  and 
wounded.  Assistant-Surgeon  Porter's  faithful- 
ness to  the  sick  and  wounded  is  gratefully  re- 
membered by  the  officers  and  men,  and  his 
conspicuous  gallantry  during  the  battles  of  Up- 
perville,  Aldie,  Gettysburg,  Williamsburg,  Funks-  1 
town  and  Brandy  Station,  where  he  took  the  j 
dead  and  wounded  almost  from  the  hands  of  the  I 
enemy,  entitles  him  to  the  greatest  praise  and 
consideration.  He  was  under  my  command  dur-  I 
ing  all  the  above  named  battles,  and,  for  his  gal- 
lant conduct  and  faithful  and  intelligent  services,  ’ 
he  is  justly  entitled  to  a brevet  captaincy  and  a 
brevet  majority.'' 

Doctor  Porter  was  post  surgeon  at  Washington  1 
Arsenal  from  May,  1864,  to  May,  1867;  was  the  ; 
onlv  commissioned  officer  present  when  the  body  ; 


of  John  Wilkes  Booth  was  secreted;  had  medical 
charge  of  the  conspirators  against  President  Lin- 
coln, imprisoned  at  the  old  penitentiary  building; 
was  present  at  the  hanging  of  four  of  them,  and 
accompanied  the  others  to  Tortugas.  He  was 
brevetted  captain  and  major  March  13,  1865,  for 
faithful,  gallant  and  meritorious  service  in  the 
field  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  In  May, 
1S67,  he  was  ordered  to  report  at  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  at  Camp  Cook, 
Montana,  where  he  reported  on  the  27th  of 
August  following.  During  the  spring  of  1 868  he 
served  with  an  expedition  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Musselshell  river,  and  during  April  and  May,  in 
addition  to  his  medical  duties,  he  did  volunteer 
service  as  “officer  of  the  day,”  to  relieve  the 
line  officers,  who  were  greatly  overworked  by  the 
constant  presence  of  hostile  Indians  under  the 
command  of  Sitting  Bull.  Doctor  Porter  ten- 
dered his  resignation,  to  take  effect  July  18,  1868; 
but  as  no  medical  officer  had  then  reported  he 
continued  on  duty  until  the  arrival  of  his  succes- 
sor. when  he  crossed  the  continent  on  horseback 
alone,  over  the  Lewis  and  Clark  trail,  returning 
to  the  Eastern  States  by  the  Isthmus  route.  Since 
October,  1868,  he  has  been  in  general  practice 
at  Bridgeport,  and  during  that  time  he  has 
served  in  the  State  National  Guard  for  seven  years, 
four  years  as  surgeon  of  the  Fourth  Regiment, 
and  three  as  medical  director  upon  the  staff  of 
Gen.  Thomas  L.  Watson,  the  commanding 
general. 

Doctor  Porter  is  a member  of  the  Bridgeport 
Medical  Association,  president  in  1867-77;  ol 
the  Fairfield  Medical  Association,  president  in 
i8S2;  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  presi- 
dent in  1888-89;  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, member  of  the  judicial  council  1891-94; 
of  the  American  Academy  of  Medicine:  of  the 
Ninth  International  Medical  Congress,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  section  on  military  surgery,  1887; 
president  of  the  board  of  health  of  Bridgeport, 

1882-83  ; director  and  consulting  physician  of  the 

Bridgeport  Hospital;  member  of  the  military  order 
of  the  Royal  Legion;  of  the  thirty-third  degree 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity;  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic;  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Club  of 
Connecticut;  of  the  Oquosoc  Angling  Association, 
of  the  Metabetchonan,  the  Bostonnais  and  the 
Island  Brook  fishing  and  game  clubs;  of  the 
Young  Men  s Christian  Association;  of  the  Sea 
Side  Club;  of  the  Algonquin  and  Eclectic  Clubs, 
and  of  the  Bridgeport  Scientific  Society;  also  0 
the  Army  and  Navy  Club  of  New  York,  and  of  the 
New  York  Athletic  Club.  He  has  been  visiting 
physician  of  the  Hartford  Retreat  since  1880; 
was  president  of  the  Bridgeport  Library  Associa- 
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tion  in  1879,  and  is  medical  examiner  for  many 
life  insurance  companies  and  benefit  organiza- 
tions. In  1882  Doctor  Porter  published  in  the 
“New  England  Medical  Monthly”  a “ Report  of 
a Case  of  Xanthic  Oxide  Calculus,”  the  only 
specimen  ever  recognized  in  this  country  and 
the  eighth  on  record;  half  of  the  specimen  has 
been  deposited  in  the  Army  Medical  Museum  at 
Washington,  and  the  remainder  in  the  Pathologi- 
cal Museum  of  Jefferson  Medical  College.  He 
is  also  the  author  of  papers  on  “A  New  Danger 

,.nTh?rery;"!ncl8,84;  "Tubal  Pregnancy.”  ,883; 
The  Cost  of  Sickness  to  the  Individual  and  to 
estate,  president’s  address  Connecticut  Medi- 
cal Society,  ,889;  “The  Medical  Practice  Act  in 
Connecticut  an  address  to  the  Connecticut 

teApn  18931  ’’The  Recognition  of 
D ath,  1875;  and  “The  Wave  Theory,  its  Ap- 

c ssion"  'n  Slckness' ” 1 876-  He  began  the  d.s- 
cussion  on  suspended  animation  which  resulted 

Mh  passage  of  the  preaent  Medical  Examiners 
aw  of  Connecticut  in  1882,  and  delivered  the 
cal  bS  [el$  at  the  dedication  of  the  Surgi- 
Sn  ‘he  Bridgeport  Hospital.  g 
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Washington  as  captain  of  the  13th  Company 
9th  Regiment,  of  the  Connecticut  troops.  An- 
other of  our  subject’s  ancestors,  Lieut.  David 
Waterbury,  was  an  officer  in  the  Colonial  army 
during  King  Philip's  war. 

Doctor  Mead  was  born  February  19,  1859, 
at  Indian  Field,  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  upon 
the  homestead  which  had  been  in  the  possession 
of  his  ancestors  for  several  generations.  His  par- 
ents, Isaac  Howe  and  Mary  E.  Mead,  reared  a 
family  of  six  sons,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
third  in  order  of  birth,  and  all  are  now  occupy- 
ing honorable  positions  in  life.  Ephraim  is 
a resident  of  Greenwich;  Willard  H.  conducts 
a ranch  in  Wyoming;  Spencer  P.  is  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  in  New  York 
City;  Thomas  M.  is  engaged  in  farming  in  the 
town  of  Greenwich;  and  Amos  H.  is  in  business 
in  Greenwich  village.  As  more  complete  ac- 
counts of  the  family  are  given  elsewhere  in  this 
book,  we  will  pass  on  to  the  personal  history  of 
our  subject. 

During  his  youth  Dr.  Mead  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  a country  life,  and  he  was  thor- 
oughly  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  farm  man- 
agement while  working  on  the  homestead  under 
his  father  s direction.  His  education  was  begun 
in  the  schools  of  Cos  Cob  District,  with  Miss 
Quintard  as  his  first  teacher,  and  after  com- 
| pleting  the  course  of  study  offered  there  he  at- 
tended Greenwich  Academy,  pursuing  the  higher 
branches  under  Professor  Shepherd,  in  prepara- 
tion for  a collegiate  course.  In  1878  he  entered 
Columbia  College,  New  York  City,  and  on  gradu- 
ating from  the  literary  department  in  1882  he 
took  the  medical  course  offered  in  that  institu- 
tion, receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  the  class 
of  ’85.  For  two  years  longer  he  continued  his 
studies  in  the  metropolis,  the  greater  portion  of 
the  time  being  spent  in  Roosevelt  Hospital,  where 
for  eighteen  months — from  December  1,  1885, 
to  June  1,  1887 — he  was  on  the  house  staff,  and 
for  six  months  he  was  house  physician  In  the 
summer  of  1887  he  returned  to  his  native  town. 
While  looking  about  for  a suitable  location  for 
his  professional  work,  he  was  encouraged  by  fre- 
quent calls  from  the  people  of  Greenwich,  and 
later  in  the  same  year  he  located  permanently  at 
Port  Chester.  He  met  with  success  from  the 
start,  in  the  face  of  competition  which  would 
have  filled  a less  competent  practitioner  with 
dismay,  and  he  now  has  a large  and  lucrative 
business,  with  every  prospect  of  further  advance. 

He  is  and  has  been  for  several  years  one  of  the 
attending  physicians  of  the  Ladies  Hospital  of 
Port  Chester.  In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  he  is  a leading  member  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


332 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Congregational  Church  at  Port  Chester.  So  far 
he  has  not  donned  the  matrimonial  yoke,  but  he 
is  popular  socially,  and  is  identified  with  various 
fraternal  orders,  including  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
the  Foresters,  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men,  all  of  Port  Chester. 


CHARLES  D.  BURNES.  Official  honors 
come  to  the  few  in  early  life;  the  majority 
attain  them  in  their  riper  years.  The  lives  of 
Americans  who  have  won  lasting  fame  in  states- 
manship and  in  professional  honors  abound  in 
these  instances  of  early  recognition,  and  it  is 
therefore  rather  in  the  direction  of  prophetic  pre- 
monition that  similar  occurrences  point.  To 
Charles  D.  Burnes,  judge  of  the  borough  court 
at  Greenwich,  has  come  the  honor  of  being  the 
youngest  incumbent  of  that  office  Greenwich  has 
ever  had. 

Judge  Burnes  comes  from  a sturdy  Scotch- 
Jrish  ancestry,  his  great-grandfather  having  been 
an  emigrant  from  the  North  of  Ireland.  The 
grandfather,  James  Burnes,  was  a successful 
merchant.  The  father.  Rev.  Harvey  E.  Burnes, 
is  a Methodist  Episcopal  clergyman,  now  sta- 
tioned at  Bridgeport,  Conn.  To  Rev.  Harvey 
E.  and  Grace  (Andrew)  Burnes  were  born  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  Of 
these  our  subject  is  the  eldest;  Everett  A.  is  in 
the  ministry;  the  youngest,  Grace  E.,  is  at  home 
with  her  parents. 

Charles  D.  Burnes  was  born  at  Kensington, 
Conn.,  August  4.  1871,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Hackettstown,  N.  J.,  Institute  in  1888.  He 
then  for  two  years  attended  Wesleyan  University 
at  Middletown,  Conn.  He  entered  Yale  Law 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1893. 
The  voung  lawyer  immediately  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  South  Norwalk,  Conn., 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1894,  when  he  be- 
came an  associate  of  Hon.  R.  Jay  Walsh  at 
•Greenwich,  and  later,  in  July,  1898,  opened  an 
office  in  that  place.  The  same  year  he  came  to 
Greenwich  he  was  elected  deputy  registrar  of 
voters,  and  later  clerk  of  the  borough  court,  and 
in  1S97,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  he  was 
elected  judge  of  the  borough  court.  This  judicial 
position  he  has  filled  with  signal  ability,  and  he 
has  thoroughly  demonstrated  his  unusual  legal 
attainments. 

In  politics  Judge  Burnes  is  a Republican,  and 
he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  vital  forces  of  the  I 
party  at  Greenwich.  He  is  an  active  and  inde- 
fatigable worker  in  its  ranks,  and  is  growing  1 
steadily  in  the  esteem  of  the  community.  He  is  i 
a member  of  Indian  Harbor  Yacht  Club,  and  of  I 


the  Amogerone  Fire  Company  at  Greenwich. 
He  was  married  in  1895  to  Miss  Elizabeth  May 
Raymond,  daughter  of  Thomas  I.  Raymond,  of 
South  Norwalk,  Conn.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnes 
has  come  one  child.  Dudley  Raymond,  born  in 
November,  1895.  In  that  year  Judge  Burnes 
built  on  Putnam  avenue  the  cozy  home  which  he 
now  occupies. 


N ELSON  BUSH  MEAD.  Among  the  most 
attractive  dwellings  to  be  found  in  this  re- 
gion, favored  as  it  is  by  a class  of  residents  who 
have  added  to  nature’s  charms  the  most  pleasing 
conception  of  modern  architectural  skill,  is  the 
home  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a well-known 
resident  of  Belle  Haven,  in  the  town  of  Green- 
wich. Its  location  is  unsurpassed  for  beauty, 
and  while  the  house  is  modern  in  construction 
and  convenience  it  possesses  a unique  charm  be- 
cause it  is  built  of  huge  boulders,  natural  size, 
which  had  previously  been  used  for  several  gen- 
1 erations  for  fencing  upon  the  farm,  and  had  been 
I first  taken  from  their  resting  places  by  our  sub- 
ject's ancestors.  They  have  been  most  ingen- 
iously placed  in  the  structure,  the  smaller  stones 
being  assigned  to  the  uses  for  which  they  were 
best  adapted,  and  the  result  is  thoroughly  satis- 
factory from  an  artistic  standpoint. 

Mr.  Mead  was  born  March  25,  i860,  and  is 
of  the  eighth  generation  in  direct  descent  from 
John  Mead  [other  authorities  say  William], 

I who  came  from  England  in  1642  [others 
j authorities  say  1635J,  and  in  October,  1660, 
I located  at  Sound  Beach  in  the  town  of  Green- 
wich, the  first  settlement  made  in  that  sec- 
tion. The  two  sons  of  the  pioneer,  John 
and  Joseph,  accompanied  him  to  Greenwich,  and 
the  former  was  the  progenitor  of  the  various 
branches  now  residing  there.  Ebenezer  Mead 
(1),  son  of  John,  son  of  the  pioneer,  made  his 
home  at  Indian  Field  in  the  town  of  Greenwich, 
and  his  son  Ebenezer  (2),  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent,  was  born  there  in  1692.  Ebenezer  (2) 
had  eleven  sons  and  one  daughter;  the  youngest 
of  his  large  family  was  Abraham  Mead,  who 
served  as  a captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
taking  part  in  the  battle  of  White  Plains.  He 
had  previously  been  a captain  in  the  Colonial 
forces,  under  King  George  III,  and  his  commis- 
sion. dating  from  May,  1774.  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  our  subject,  who  is  the  eldest  living 
descendant.  Capt.  Abraham  Mead  was  born 

December  14.  1742,  and  for  many  years  was  en- 
gaged in  the  business  as  a potter.  About  1 79° 
he  settled  at  the  present  site  of  Field  Point  or 
Belle  Haven,  where  he  purchased  a large  tract 
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of  land  which  he  divided  into  two  farms  for  his  being  the  son  of  Deliverance  and  Abigail  CHowe) 
sons,  Isaac  and  Zophar,  the  latter  of  whom  mar-  Mead,  and  a grandson  of  Ebenezer  (2),  who  was 
ried  and  had  a family,  but  none  of  his  children  born  October  25,  1692,  and  died  in  May,  1775, 
left  descendants.  Of  the  Captain’s  daughters  leaving  a family  of  twelve  children — eleven  sons 
only  one  was  married,  and  she  left  no  descend-  1 and  one  daughter.  Our  subject’s  mother  was  a 
ants.  Captain  Mead  was  a man  of  influence,  be-  : woman  of  ability  and  force  of  character,  and  after 
ing  greatly  respected  wherever  he  was  known,  the  death  of  her  husband  she  reared  her  two  sur- 
His  death  occurred  December  24,  1827,  and  his  j viving  children  while  managing  the  homestead  in 
remains  now  rest  in  the  Congregational  cemetery  I a most  successful  manner.  She  was  a devout 
at  Greenwich.  j Christian,  a member  of  the  Second  Congre- 

Isaac  Mead,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  i gational  Church,  and  she  died  in  that  faith  April 
born  December  8,  1770,  and  died  January  31,  I 4,  1890.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  in  a family 
1849.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  of  four  children.  Of  the  others  Augustus  1.  and 
Greenwich  in  his  day.  In  build  he  was  smaller  I Oliver  Z.  (twins)  were  born  November  21,  1861 
than  ordinary,  but  he  possessed  firmness  and  ex-  | (the  latter  died  in  infancy,  and  the  former  is  now 
ecutive  ability,  and  his  farm  at  Field  Point  was  1 a resident  of  Belle  Haven);  Samuel  C.  also  died 
kept  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  Hemar-  j in  infancy. 

ried  Clarinda  Mead,  a member  of  the  same  fam-  j Nelson  B.  Mead  was  born  March  25,  i860, 
iiy,  who  was  in  the  fifth  generation  in  descent  | at  the  old  farm  at  Field  Point,  and  his  education 
from  John,  the  pioneer.  She  died  March  20,  1856.  j was  begun  in  the  schools  of  that  locality,  with 
and  the  remains  of  both  were  first  interred  in  the  j Mrs.  Helen  Osgood  as  his  first  teacher.  After 
Congregational  cemetery  in  Greenwich,  but  have  1 attending  Professor  Shepherd's  school  at  Green- 
since  been  removed  to  New  Putnam  cemetery.  ; wich  village  for  some  time,  he  was  sent  to  Gun- 
Hon.  Augustus  Mead,  our  subject's  father,  | nery  school,  at  Washington,  Conn.,  where  here- 
was  born  January  1,  1805,  at  the  present  site  of  mained  three  years,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
Field  Point,  in  a house  which  is  still  standing.  | he  returned  home  to  take  charge  of  the  farm. 
As  the  only  child  of  his  parents,  he  inherited  the  On  October  12,  188),  he  married  Miss  Anna 
homestead  and  other  property,  its  management  Rachel  Mead,  who  was  born  September  25,  1861, 
occupying  much  of  his  time  throughout  his  life,  a daughter  of  S.  Merwin  and  Elethea  (Reynolds) 
lthough  be  had  but  limited  opportunities  for  Mead,  and  until  the  death  of  his  mother  he  made 
study  in  his  youth  in  the  district  schools  of  that  his  home  at  the  old  farm.  Since  that  event  he 
wie,  he  became  a well  informed  man,  and  his  has  resided  elsewhere  temporarily,  and  in  1896 
sound  judgment  and-iirtelligencegave  him  marked  he  completed  his  present  beautiful  residence  at 
influence.  While  he  was  firm  in  his  convictions,  Belle  Haven.  Of  late  years  he  has  not  given  at- 
e was  not  obstinate,  being  ready  to  concede  a tention  to  agriculture,  being  engaged  exclusively 
pomt  il  found  in  error.  For  many  years  he  was  in  real-estate  business,  and  his  large  capital  and 
a H*  hW*16  democratic  party  in  this  county,  shrewd  judgment  made  him  a leader  in  that  line 
• Ie  no  held  various  township  offices,  includ-  of  enterprise.  He  has  a most  pleasing  address, 
thr  “i  v treasurer'  he  was  more  widely  known  and  is  popular  socially,  sustaining  well  the  envi- 
A<VS  'on6  service  as  member  of  the  Slate  able  position  held  in  the  community  by  his  hon- 
thafr  ' J*  was  mainly  through  his  influence  ored  ancestors.  He  belongs  to  various  societies, 
iuri^reenW,ChwaSseparated  fr°m  the  Stamford  including  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  the  Reform 
he  a"’  2nd  he  was  ,he  first  probate  judge  of  Club  of  New  York  City,  of  which  he  is  a non-res- 
yearseW  JStr'cl'  ,^e  held  that  office  for  many  ident  member.  He  and  his  wife  are  prominent 
death  uaS  serving  at  the  time  of  his  workers  in  the  Congregational  Church  at  Green- 
short  in.  " occurred  APril  22,  1864.  He  was  wich;  at  present  he  is  serving  as  deacon,  and  for 
two  h„  J atTe  but  of  heavy  built!, weighing  about  several  years  past  he  has  been  superintendent  of 
by  what  fe  pounds’  and  his  death  was  caused  the  Sunday-school.  While  his  first  Presidential 
roonlv  r ,n  j°r  *<nown  as  pneumonia,  then  com-  vote  was  cast  for  the  Republican  party  he  pays 
tember8.?6  an8  ^ever-  He  was  married  Sep-  little  attention  to  partisan  politics,  supporting 
Hosted  h j?2’  t0  k‘s  first  wife,  Sarah  M.  the  “ best  man  ” on  whatever  ticket  he  may  find 
children  n In  °ctober.  1857.  leaving  no  him.  Five  bright  and  attractive  children  make 
Elizabeth  1 ° ^a.r<dl  z3,  1859,  he  married  Miss  his  home  merry:  Augustus,  born  August  7,  1883; 
27.1826  a.  -v.on,.  ead>  who  was  born  October  Elizabeth  Lyon,  born  June  30,  1886;  George 
of  Eohra’im  j !.an  ^‘e'd’  Greenwich,  daughter  Gordon,  born  August  4,  1888;  Nelson,  Jr.,  born 
Cendant  r.f  iu  Mead.  She  was  a des-  January  14,  1893;  and  Anna  Rachel,  born  June 

John  Mead  the  pioneer,  her  father  9,  1896. 
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WILLIAM  J.  NICHOLS,  a well-known 

liveryman  of  Bethel,  has  been  engaged  in 

business  there  for  several  years,  and  by  his  judi- 
cious management  has  won  increasing  success. 

Mr.  Nichols  is  a native  of  the  village,  and  his 
family  has  been  identified  with  this  State  for 
many  years.  Philander  Nichols,  his  grandfather, 
who  was  a tanner  by  trade,  resided  at  Woodbury, 
•Conn.,  during  the  greater  portion  of  his  life. 
Kellogg  A.  Nichols,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  1830  at  Woodbury,  Litchfield  county, 
this  State,  and  for  some  time  was  engaged  in  the 
hatting  trade.  He  died  at  Haverhill,  Mass.,  De- 
cember 25,  J 8SS . He  was  married  in  Danbury, 
to  Miss  Hattie  A.  Bell,  bv  whom  he  had  three 
children:  William  J.;  Amelia  H.,  wife  of  W.  C. 
Robbins,  of  Acton,  Mass.:  and  Miss  Mary  E., 
who  resides  in  Danbury.  The  mother  died  June 
21,  1898. 

Mr.  Nichols,  our  subject,  was  born  Novem- 
ber lO,  1861,  and  his  boyhood  was  spent  mainly 
in  Bethel,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  place  and  the  neighboring 
city  of  Danbury.  He  served  an  apprenticeship 
to  the  hatting  business  with  Judd  & Co.,  of  Bethel, 
and  continued  the  trade  until  December  28, 
1894,  when  an  attack  of  hemorrhage  of  the 
brain  interrupted  his  work.  In  April,  1891,  he 
bought  his  present  livery  business  from  Charles 
Allen,  and  there  is  now  no  more  popular  estab- 
lishment of  the  kind  in  the  town. 

On  lune  4-,  1885,  Mr.  Nichols  married  Miss 
Alice  A.  Flint,  a daughter  of  Nelson  Flint,  of 
Bethel,  Conn.,  and  they  have  had  one  child,  a 
son,  that  died  in  infancy.  While  Mr.  Nichols 
does  not  take  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  he  is 
well  liked  socially,  and  is  a member  of  various 
orders,  including  the  Knights  of  Honor. 


SAMUEL  C.  MORRISON  (deceased!  was  a 
, leading  resident  of  the  town  of  Darien,  and 
his  death  in  April,  1891,  when  he  was  of  the 
comparatively  early  age  of  forty-eight,  caused 
sincere  mourning  in  the  community  with  which 
he  had  been  identified.  His  honorable  record  as 
a soldier,  won  during  the  long  conflict  between 
the  North  and  South,  was  an  indication  of  his 
high  character,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  his 
sterling  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  were  con- 
stantly winning  for  him  the  esteem  of  those  who 
came  into  friendship  with  him. 

Mr.  Morrison  was  born  in  1842  in  New  York, 
of  Scottish  ancestry,  his  grandfather  having  come 
from  Scotland  to  this  country.  Robert  Morrison, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared  in 
New  York  State,  and  for  some  years  previous  to 


his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  thirty- 
two  years  old.  carried  on  a heavy  trucking  busi- 
ness. Our  subject's  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Amelia  E.  Smith,  was  born  in  New  Canaan, 
this  county,  and  after  her  husband’s  death  re- 
turned there  to  spend  her  remaining  years.  Of 
her  children  only  one  is  now  living,  Mrs.  Agnes 
Benedict,  of  West  Norwalk,  Connecticut. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
New  Canaan,  his  youth  being  mainly  spent  in 
that  town.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he 
was  in  the  first  flush  of  manhood,  and  he  went 
to  the  front  as  a member  of  Company  A,  17th 
Conn.  V.  1.  He  took  part  in  several  engage- 
ments, including  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and 
afterward  was  assigned  to  duty  as  hospital  stew- 
ard, which  he  held  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
On  receiving  his  discharge  he  returned  to  New 
Canaan  and,  later,  he  established  himself  in  the 
drug  business  in  Stamford,  this  county,  where  he 
remained  in  business  during  his  life.  The  busi- 
ness was  afterward  for  a time  conducted  under 
the  name  of  S.  C.  Morrison  & Co.,  his  widow 
keeping  the  control  of  his  interests,  but  she  has 
sold  her  interest  in  the  concern,  and  the  firm  is 
no  longer  as  of  old.  Mr.  Morrison  was  popular 
socially.and  had  reached  the  Knights  Templar  de- 
gree in  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  In  1873  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Scofield,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Jra  Scofield,  of  Darien,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
(Gray),  who  both  lived  past  the  age  of  eighty, 
and  were  representatives  of  some  of  the  earliest 
families  of  this  county.  Mrs.  Morrison  received 
an  excellent  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
county,  and  for  some  years  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage she  taught  successfully.  She  now  resides 
in  the  old  Scofield  homestead  at  Darien  with 
her  only  son.  Robert  Scofield  Morrison,  who  is 
studying  art. 

Her  brother.  Charles  E.  Scofield,  is  a prom- 
I inent  citizen  of  Noroton,  where  he  holds  the 
I office  of  postmaster.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
I Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  in 
I addition  to  the  hardships  of  the  camp  and  the 
I battle  field,  he  endured  for  six  months  the  hor- 
| rors  of  imprisonment  at  Andersonville. 

i 

BENJAMIN  BENTLEY,  a successful  business 

man  of  Shelton,  is  possessed  of  remarkable 

I vitality,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  is 
| well  advanced  in  his  seventh  decade,  he  con- 
| tinues  to  devote  much  of  his  time  and  attention 
I to  the  management  of  his  grocery,  a prosperous 
j establishment  located  on  Elm  street,  Shelton. 

Mr.  Bentley  comes  of  sturdy  English  stock, 
I and  his  grandfather,  Joseph  Bentley,  was  a loom 
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and  jenny  maker  in  Bristol,  England.  Benjamin 
Bentley  (2),  our  subject’s  lather,  was  born  in 
Bristol,  and  in  early  life  learned  the  trade  of 
millwright  and  machinist  in  his  native  land.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Wilkinson,  who  was  born  near 
Bristol,  some  years  later  coming  to  America  and 
locating  at  Woonsocket  Falls,  R.  1.  He  and  his 
wife  were  Episcopalians  in  religious  faith,  and 
after  coming  to  this  country  he  became  identified 
with  the  Church  of  his  faith.  He  died  in  Rhode 
Island  in  1865,  his  wife  in  1864.  One  of  their 
sons,  David  (now  deceased),  served  in  the  Union 
army  throughout  the  Civil  war,  and  of  their  large 
family  of  children,  three  are  yet  living,  our  sub- 
ject being  the  eldest;  the  others  are:  George, 
a resident  of  Madison,  Maine,  a weaver  by  trade; 
and  Nancy,  the  widow  of  Joseph  Mellor,  for- 
merly of  Wethersfield.  England. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  17,  1823,  at  Arm- 
ley,  Yorkshire,  England,  and  attended  school 
there.  When  about  fourteen  years  old  he  went 
to  Farnley  from  Armley,  and  there  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship of  four  years  to  the  business  of 
finishing  woolens.  He  then  worked  for  a time 
with  his  father  as  a millwright,  and  in  1843  he 
came  to  America.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  he 
was  employed  as  a millwright  by  Edward  Harris, 
a manufacturer  of  cassimeres,  and  for  twenty- 
four  years  he  was  in  the  same  establishment,  be- 
ing promoted  from  time  to  time  until  he  became 
general  superintendent  and  manager.  During 
this  time  he  made  many  valuable  improvements 
in  machinery,  and  although  the  factory  produced 
only  a cheap  grade  of  cloth  when  he  first  became 
connected  with  it,  the  quality  of  the  product  was 
improved  under  his  management  until  it  was  nec- 
essary to  run  the  mill  nights,  which  was  done  for 
many  years,  and  much  better  prices  obtained 
for  the  goods.  In  1870  he  removed  to  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  where  he  remained  two  years,  eight 
months  of  the  time  being  spent  as  superintendent 
of  a woolen  factory.  Later  he  went  to  Ludlow, 
Vt.,  to  take  a position  as  general  manager  of  a 
similar  establishment;  and  after  three  years  he 
removed  to  Shelton,  where  he  has  since  resided,  j 
For  seven  years  he  was  manager  of  the  Radcliffe  j 
Bros.  Hosiery  Factory  at  Shelton,  and  on  leav-  ! 
ing  that  position  he  purchased  a mill  at  Hunting- 
ton  and  converted  it  into  a woolen  factory,  w hich  l 
he  conducted  for  a number  of  years.  In  1895  he  i 
opened  his  present  grocery  at  Shelton,  where  he  1 
has  built  up  a fine  trade.  Mr.  Bentley  is  a Re-  ■ 
publican  in  politics,  and  he  is  an  ardent  believer  > 
in  temperance  reform,  having  united  with  the 
Sons  of  Temperance  forty  years  ago.  ; 

In  Norwich,  Conn.,  Mr.  Bentley  was  married  | 
to  Miss  Marv  Waterhouse,  a native  of  Horsforth,  I 


England,  who  came  to  Northampton,  Mass., 
when  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Five  sons  were 
born  of  this  union:  George  A.,  Benjamin  F., 
James  W.  (of  Rockville,  Conn.),  Joseph  W.  (of 
Hartford,  Conn.),  and  David  H.  (who  is  associ- 
ated with  his  father  in  the  grocery  business).  In 
October,  1898,  George  A.,  Benjamin  F.,  James 
W.  and  David  H.  formed  a partnership  under 
the  firm  name  of  Bentley  Bros.,  and  are  at  pres- 
ent manufacturing  woolen  goods  at  their  father’s 
mill. 


JrEROME  JUDSON.  Success  in  business, 
sound  judgment  as  to  men  and  affairs,  and  a 
hearty  sympathy  with  all  forms  of  progress 
are  among  the  characteristics  which  have  gained 
for  this  well-known  citizen  of  Sandy  Hook  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community.  For 
many  years  he  and  his  brother,  the  late  John  Jud- 
son,  were  prominent  in  mercantile  circles  in  their 
locality,  and  the  family  name  has  become  asso- 
ciated with  ability  and  probity. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  April  29, 
1 828,  in  the  village  of  Newtown,  in  a house  front- 
ing upon  the  Street.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  common  schools  and  the  academy  of  the 
village,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began  his 
business  career  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  William 
B.  Glover,  of  Sandy  Hook,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained from  1842  to  1849.  By  the  time  he 
reached  his  majority  he  had  secured  a most  ex- 
cellent training  in  business  methods,  and  after 
spending  one  year  as  assistant  to  Daniel  B.  Haw- 
ley, of  Hawleyville,  in  connection  with  the  Hou- 
satonic  railroad,  he  decided  to  return  to  mercan- 
tile life,  and  in  1850  went  to  New  Canaan,  this 
county,  to  take  a position  as  a clerk  in  the  store 
of  W.  E.  Raymond.  Two  years  later  he  re- 
turned to  Newtown  to  reside,  and  soon  afterward 
he  was  appointed  by  President  Franklin  Pierce 
to  the  office  of  postmaster  of  that  village.  He 
held  this  position  until  the  spring  of  1858,  having 
been  re-appointed  by  President  Buchanan,  and  on 
retiring  he  went  to  Sandy  Hook  and  engaged  in 
general  mercantile  business  in  partnership  with 
his  brother  John,  under  the  firm  name  of  Judson 
Brothers.  Their  first  store  was  located  where 
the  barn  now  stands,  but  as  prosperity  came  to 
them  they  purchased  from  Mrs.  Curtis  Morris  the 
building  now  occupied  by  Terrill,  Betts  & Co., 
and  in  1868  opened  a store  there  with  a fine  stock 
of  goods.  After  the  death  of  his  brother  Mr. 
Judson  continued  the  business  alone  for  one  year, 
when  he  sold  his  stock  of  merchandise  to  L.  B. 
Booth  and  M.  B.  Terrill,  then  associated  together 
as  M.  B.  Terrill  & Co.  Mr.  Judson  retained  the 
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ownership  of  the  store  building,  and  not  long  Mr.  Mallory  has  had  much  experience  in  the 
after  giving  up  the  business  he  took  charge  of  a | settlement  and  care  of  estates.  While  he  has 
gristmill  property  in  which  he  held  an  interest,  1 never  sought  an  office,  the  fact  of  his  being  so 
the  management  of  this  enterprise  occupying  his  i often  called  upon  to  fill  important  positions  of 
time  from  October,  1883.  to  the  fall  of  1892.  | trust  indicates  the  confidence  and  esteem  which 
He  then  disposed  of  the  property,  and  since  that  I his  energetic  and  conscientious  discharge  of  duty 
time  he  has  not  been  actively  identified  with  any  I has  won  for  him.  In  1873  he  represented  his 
business.  His  excellent  judgment  has  often  led  1 town  in  the  General  Assembly,  being  with  one 
to  his  being  called  upon  to  advise  and  assist  in  1 exception  the  youngest  member  of  that  body.  In 
the  administration  of  estates,  and  for  some  time  1 all  business  transactions  his  word  is  considered  as 
he  was  a director  in  the  Newtown  Savings  Bank,  \ good  as  his  bond,  which  fact  has  given  him  a high 
a position  which  he  resigned  a few  years  ago.  I standing  among  business  men. 

He  has  also  been  urged  at  times  to  take  public  Mr.  Mallory  is  a director  in  the  National 
office,  but,  although  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  he  Bank  of  Pawling,  Pawling,  N.  V..  also  in  the 
has  not  done  much  party  work  since  his  early  ! State  Bank  of  Anoka,  Anoka,  Minn.,  besides 
days.  In  all  local  affairs  of  a non-political  na-  i having  business  interests  in  several  of  the  West- 
ture  he  is  prompt  to  give  his  endorsement  and  ; ern  States.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  St. 
aid.  Mr.  Judson's  reading  has  been  extensive,  I Peters  Lodge  No.  21,  F.  & A.  M.,  New  Milford, 
and  this,  together  with  his  keen  observation,  has  1 Conn.  [For  family  records  see  sketch  of  his 
made  his  range  of  information  unusually  broad  I brother,  Daniel  B.  Mallory,  elsewhere  in  this 
for  a non-professional  man.  I woik.J 

The  late  John  Judson  was  born  June  25,  ! 

1830,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Newtown.  When  about  fourteen  \ ears  * TT'ENRY  FISHER,  senior  member  of  the 
old  he  became  a clerk  in  the  store  of  D.  H.  i .Fl  firm  of  H.  Fisher  & Son,  the  leading  drug- 
Johnson,  of  that  place,  and  after  spending  about  gists  and  apothecaries  of  Bridgeport,  is  a worthy 
eight  years  in  that  position  he  went  to  Chicago  representative  of  a well-known  New  England  fam- 
to  clerk  in  the  wholesale  hardware  store  of  J.  B.  ily,  and  the  sterling  qualities  of  character  which 
Botsford.  An  accident  which  occurred  about  have  marked  his  long  and  useful  career  are  char- 
three  years  later  compelled  him  to  give  up  work  j acteristic  of  his  pioneer  ancestry.  The  ancestors 
for  a year,  and  returning  to  this  county  in  1857  I of  the  Fisher  family,  of  whom  we  write,  came 
he  decided  to  locate  permanently  in  Sandy  1 to  this  country  in  the  “ Mayflower,”  one  settling 
Hook,  where  he  engaged  in  business  in  the  fol-  in  Massachusetts,  one  in  Vermont,  and  one  in 
lowing  year.  As  a citizen  he  was  highly  es-  New  York  State. 

teemed,  being  active  in  all  progressive  move-  Ebenezer  Fisher,  our  subject’s  great-grand- 
ments,  but.  like  his  brother,  he  did  not  devote  I father,  was  born  April  4<,  1741,  in  Brattleboro, 
especial  attention  to  political  matters.  By  his  I Windham  Co.,  Vt.,  and  died  January  10,  1831, 
first  wife,  Cornelia  (Peck),  he  had  one  daughter,  aged  eighty-nine  years,  eight  months  and  twenty- 
Anna  C..  now  the  widow  of  Henry  Tucker,  of  four  days.  He  married  Bathsheba  Wilder,  who 
Sandy  Hook.  Bv  his  second  wife,  Julia  A.  was  born  February  13,  1751,  and  died  March  19> 
(Colt),  he  had  two  children:  Grace  L. , who  mar-  1829,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  one  month  and; 
ried  Herbert  Clarke;  and  Jerome,  an  employe  of  six  days.  They  had  a large  family  of  children, 
Marsh,  Merwin  & Lemmons,  private  bankers  of  j the  names  with  dates  of  birth  and  death  being 
Bridgeport.  I as  follows:  Mary,  August  24,  1767 — October 

I - 1850;  Bathsheba,  June  22,  1769 — January 

1 22,  1855;  Mercy,  July  22,  1771  — 1 79°i  Susan" 
"IvTrON.  CHARLES  A.  MALLORY  was  born  1 nah,  June  22,  1773 — 1775;  Lucy,  January  1. 
Jpl  in  Sherman,  Conn.,  March  30,  1S46.  After  j 1775 — January  2,  j 863 ; Ebenezer,  January  14> 
obtaining  an  academic  education  and  taking  a j ) 777— September  ).  1833;  Abigail,  June  14, 
course  in  a business  college,  he  for  many  years  | 1779—1780;  Anna,  September  )6,  1781— De- 

successfullv  represented  the  Weed  Sewing  Ma-  1 cember  14,  1863;  Susan,  August  1 6,  1 783 — 1 784; 

chine  Company,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  as  traveling  Betsey,  March  20,  1785 — November  15,  J 850; 
salesman,  and.  later,  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Com-  Sally,' April  20,  1 787— M arch  1 7,  1886;  Lucinda, 
pany,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.  At  the  same  time  November  20,  1789 — 1791;  joseph,  December 
he  was  engaged  in  farming,  being  one  of  the  20,  1791 — October^,  1867;  Benjamin,  June  25, 
largest  and  most  successful  tobacco  growers  in  1 1795 — August  3,  1853. 

the  county.  Ebenezer  Fisher  (2),  the  grandfather  of  our 
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subject,  made  his  home  at  Brattleboro,  Vt.  He  married  John  W.  Allen,  son  of  Henry  W.  and 
was  married  April  4,  1799,  to  Lucy  Fisher,  who  Cordelia  Allen,  of  New  Britain,  Conn.,  and  they 
was  born  April  20,  1780,  and  died  April  16,  1863.  i have  had  four  children — Eva  M.  (deceased). 
Ten  children  were  born  to  them,  and  the  names  | Josephine  F. , William  H.  and  Emma  Russell, 
with  dates  of  birth  and  death  *are  here  given:  | (4)  Charles  died  in  childhood.  (5)  Elbert  E. 
Asa,  April  9,  1800 — March  to.  1880;  Elsv  (Mrs.  1 was  born  August  13.  1868,  in  Greenfield,  Mass., 
Gleason),  February  26,  1802 — March  23,  1866;  1 and  was  educated  in  New  Britain,  Conn.,  gradu- 
lra,  September  12,  1804 — March  20.  1863;  1 ating  from  the  high  school  in  1884.  He  gained 

Owen,  March  6,  1806 — August  9.  1850;  E.  1 a practical  knowledge  of  the  drug  business  by 
Wilder,  May  26,  1809 — April  7,  1S92;  Sybil  clerking  in  stores  in  Bridgeport  and  in  Newark, 
(Mrs.  Shepherd!,  October  15,  1811 — March — ! N.  J. , and  afterward  took  a course  in  the  College 
1888;  Emeline.  June  28,  1814 — June  16,  1823;  1 of  Pharmacy  in  New  York  City,  where  he  was 
Charles,  March  13,  1817  — March  14,  1849;  Rus-  | graduated  in  1889.  On  returning  home  he  im- 
sell.  May  7.  1819 — March,  )8 — : Roswell  (twin  1 mediately  entered  into  partnership  with  his 
of  Russell),  May  7,  1819 — June  S.  1869.  i father,  and  he  has  made  an  excellent  reputation 

Asa  Fisher,  our  subject's  father,  was  a pros-  j as  a business  man.  In  1891  he  married  Miss 
perous  agriculturist,  and  resided  for  many  years  ! Ella  A.  Arthur,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
near  Brattleboro.  Vt.  He  married  Marv  Lon-  beth  (Clark)  Arthur,  and  they  have  one  son, 
ley,  and  had  children  as  follows:  Joseph,  Ed-  i Henry  A. 

ward.  Willard,  Henry,  John,  George  W..  Har- 

riet  Beecher,  Harrison,  Ezra,  Oscar,  Roscoe,  . 

Eugene  and  Mary  Ann.  , iPVUSTAVE  SCHLEICHER,  the  founder  of 

Our  subject  was  born  March  30,  1827,  at  vJi  the  house  of  Schleicher  & Sons,  manufact- 
Jamaica,  Vt.,  and  his  education  was  chiefly  ob-  I urers  of  high-grade  upright  and  grand  pianos  at 
tained  in  the  district  schools  of  Brattleboro.  Vt.  | Stamford,  Conn.,  has  been  living  retired  for  the 
On  leaving  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  de-  j past  several  years,  leaving  the  business  in  the 
voted  his  time  to  assisting  his  father  in  the  work  , hands  of  his  four  sons,  who  have  proved  worthy 
of  the  farm,  but  when  twenty-two  years  old  he  1 successors  of  their  worthy  father, 
went  to  Green  River,  Mass.,  where  he  was  em-  Mr.  Schleicher  is  a native  of  Germany,  born 
ployed  by  J.  Russell  & Co.,  in  their  table-cutlery  j in  1827.  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1852, 
works.  He  remained  with  the  company  for  j settling  in  New' York  City.  Under  the  instruction 
thirty-five  years,  winning  the  entire  confidence  of  | of  his  father,  who  was  a manufacturer  in  Ger- 
its  members,  and  for  about  twenty  years  he  was  | many,  he  had  acquired  a knowledge  ol  the  art  of 
foreman  of  the  establishment.  In  1874  he  gave  piano  making  and  cabinet  work  in  all  its  depart- 
up  his  position  and  came  to  Bridgeport,  where  ments,  and,  in  addition  to  being  a finished  me- 
he  purchased  a drug  store  at  No.  144  Park  av-  chanic,  he  had  always  given  proof  of  his  unusual 
enue,  and  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  ac-  ability  as  an  inventor  in  his  line.  He  found 
count.  The  venture  proved  successful,  and  five  i ample  scope  lor  his  genius  on  this  side  of  the 
years  later  he  bought  his  present  store,  which  is  water,  but  he  did  not  commence  manufacturing 
advantageously  located  at  the  corner  of  Railroad  on  his  own  account  until  1866.  when  the  house 
avenue  and  Broad  street.  In  politics,  Mr.  1 now  so  well  known  all  over  the  United  States 
Fisher  is  a Republican,  but  he  has  not  aspired  to  was  established  in  New  York.  From  the  start 
official  honors.  Socially,  he  and  his  family  are  | the  business  proved  a success,  and,  devoting 
prominent,  and  he  is  identified  with  Harmony  ! themselves  stnctly  to  the  manufacture  of  high- 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  New  Britain,  Connecticut.  , grade  instruments,  the  Schleichers  soon  gained  a 
Mr.  Fisher  married  Miss  Julia  A.  Russell,  reputation  second  to  none  in  their  line.  The 
daughter  of  David  Lussell,  a native  of  Deerfield,  j four  sons,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Mt.  Vernon, 
Mass.,  and  his  wife,  Laura  (Hooley  ,.  w'ho  was  | N.  Y.,  w'ere  in  turn  thoroughly  inducted  into  the 
born  in  Utica,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  take  mysteries  of  the  business  in  every  branch,  and, 
much  interest  in  religious  work,  and  are  leading  I having  the  benefit  of  their  father’s  years  of  ex- 
members of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  i perience,  became  more  than  ordinarily  familiar 
Bridgeport.  Five  children  have  brightened  their  j with  all  the  exacting  details  of  this  delicate  work, 
home:  (1)  Henry,  who  owns  and  conducts  a | At  the  present  time  each  one  of  the  sons  has  his 
grocery  business,  married  Miss  Satie  J.  Coats,  j own  special  department  to  look  after  and  exer- 
daughter  of  Captain  Coats,  and  they  have  had  1 cises  a personal  supervision  over  every  particular 
two  children — Ernest  W.  (deceased),  and  A.  L.  | of  the  work  in  that  department,  which  in  this 
(2)  William  died  in  childhood.  (3)  Hattie  E.  i manner  is  brought  to  a high  state  of  perfection. 
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Andrew  ].  and  Edward  G.  Schleicher  have 
charge  o(  the  manufacturing,  and  the  new  factory 
erected  in  1892  at  Nos.  125.  127,  129  and  131 
Pacific  street,  Stamford,  was  designed  by  them 
and  built  under  their  direction,  and  is  provided 
with  all  the  most  modern  equipments  necessary 
and  obtainable.  It  is  heated  throughout  by 
steam,  has  steam  elevators,  machinery  of  the 
most  improved  up-to-date  construction,  and  the 
latest  facilities  for  use  in  seasoning  materials. 
The  Schleichers  have  invented  and  patented 
many  of  the  improvements  employed  in  the  con- 
struction of  their  pianos,  and  we  make  special 
mention  of  the  sounding  board,  the  pressure  bar, 
which  holds  the  strings  in  place,  the  practice 
stop,  to  prevent  the  wearing  of  the  action  and  to 
reduce  the  sound  during  continued  practicing; 
the  special  manner  of  adjusting  the  action,  which 
keeps  it  more  even;  the  music  desk,  to  hold  the 
music  in  perfect  position;  the  arrangement  for 
taking  the  instrument  apart  in  sections,  so  that 
it  may  be  moved  without  injury  through  a small 
space;  the  patent  panel  protector  over  the 
pedals,  which  saves  the  panel  from  defacement 
— these  and  many  others  have  combined  to  win 
for  the  Schleichers  first  rank  among  modern 
high-grade  instruments.  Their  new  sounding- 
board  deserves  special  notice,  is  acknowledged 
to  be  greatly  in  advance  of  any  other  heretofore 
used,  and  is  pronounced  a perfect  success.  Its 
special  feature  is  the  ribbing  on  both  sides,  which 
gives  it  more  rigidity,  overcomes  strong  pressure 
entirely,  and  consequently  lends  added  character 
to  the  tone;  the -sustaining  power  is  increased  to 
a wonderful  degree.  Among  the  well-known 
products  of  their  factory  we  note  their  **  Baby 
Grand”  piano,  which  has  ever  since  its  intro- 
duction been  gaining  in  popularity,  and  is  an 
instrument  which  any  house  would  be  justified  in 
being  proud  of,  it  being  fully  up  to  their  standard 
an  every  respect. 

During  the  past  year  Schleicher  & Sons  have 
opened  a warehouse  in  the  Burlington  Arcade 
(wheie  the  main  office  is  also  located),  which  is 
-under  the  management  of  Andrew  J.  Schleicher. 
The  New  York  City  warerooms,  managed  by 
George  Schleicher,  are  located  at  No.  9 West 
Fourteenth  street.  They  have  a third  ware- 
house at  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  of  which  John  C. 
Schleicher  has  charge.  Pianos  are  sold  and 
shipped  direct  from  Stamford,  Conn.,  to  every 
State  and  Territory  in  the  Union.  These  brothers 
are  all  distinguished  as  experts  in  their  line,  and 
this,  united  with  their  equally  prominent  traits 
of  business  and  executive  ability,  has  been  the 
power  which  caused  such  steady  development 
and  widening  of  their  interests  over  the  country. 


They  are  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  come  in 
contact  with  them,  on  any  occasion,  for  their 
recognized  fairness,  capacity  and  genuine  worth. 

• 

MENRY  HORN.  Industry,  frugality  and 

honesty  make  an  excellent  foundation  for 

success  in  life,  and  the  subject  of  this  brief  biog- 
raphy, a prosperous  farmer  and  florist  of  South- 
port,  has  shown  that  he  possesses  in  a high  de- 
gree all  of  these  desirable  characteristics. 

Like  many  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
country,  Mr.  Horn  is  of  German  birth,  having 
been  born  October  1.  1827,  at  Nassau,  Germany, 
opposite  Bingen-on-the-Rhine,  a son  of  John  and 
Anna  Horn,  who  both  died  in  Germany,  the 
parents  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  our  sub- 
ject being  the  youngest  but  one,  and  the  only 
one  to  come  to  America.  The  father  owned  a 
vineyard  in  Germany,  was  fairly  well-to-do,  and 
reared  his  sons  in  the  school  of  honest  labor. 

Our  subject  received  a good  education  in  his 
native  city,  after  which  he  served  three  years  at 
the  florist  business,  in  Mayence,  Hessen-Darm- 
stadt,  completing  his  apprenticeship  in  1845, 
during  which  time  he  received  only  his  board  by 
way  of  compensation.  When  he  became  of  age 
he  joined  the  German  army,  and  participated  in 
the  war  of  1849  between  Prussia  and  Denmark, 
immediately  after  his  discharge  again  taking  up 
the  business  of  florist,  in  which  he  continued 
until  the  spring  of  1852,  when  he  decided  to  try 
his  fortune  in  the  New  World,  with  its  illimitable 
resources.  Sailing  down  the  Rhine  from  May- 
ence to  Rotterdam,  in  Holland,  he  crossed  the 
North  Sea  to  London,  England,  where  he  took 
passage  on  the  sailing  ship  “Margaret  Evans, 
bound  for  New  York,  where  he  arrived  after  a 
voyage  of  thirty  days.  Accompanying  him  was 
another  German  florist,  and  on  Staten  Island 
they,  together,  soon  succeeded  in  securing  work 
in  their  line.  After  four  months,  however,  Mr. 
Horn  went  to  Madison,  N.  J.,  where  for  seven 
years  he  was  a florist  and  gardener  for  Judge  La- 
throp.  In  the  fall  of  1859  he  left  this  place  for 
New  York,  where  he  expected  to  fill  a position 
as  florist,  but  found  that  he  had  been  forstalled, 
so  during  the  winter  of  1859-60  he  was  out  of 
work.  In  March,  i860,  he  came  to  Southport, 
having  accepted  a position  with  Frederick  Mar- 
quand  to  take  charge  of  his  extensive  green 
houses.  With  this  gentleman  he  remained  until 
early  in  1862,  in  April  of  which  year  he  bought, 
from  Samuel  Pike,  five  acres  of  land  on  Sasco 
Hill  , whereon  he  built  a small  house,  and  which 
exhausted  all  his  savings;  but  his  credit  was 
good.  These  few  acres  he  planted  with  onions 
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and  potatoes,  and  by  dint  of  hard  work  pros- 
pered, in  course  of  time  branching  out  into  the 
florist  business,  adding  other  land  to  his  first  pur- 
chase, and  as  his  family  grew  up  he  had  their 
help. 

On  September  3,  1857.  Mr.  Horn  was  mar- 
ried in  Madison,  N.  J.,  to  Miss  Phoebe  Anderson, 
a native  of  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  born  in  1829. 
and  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1851. 
Children  as  follows  were  born  of  this  union: 
Isabella,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years; 
John,  a farmer  of  Southport;  Henrietta,  wife  of 
Arthur  Sherman,  of  Southport;  George  T., 
at  home;  Charles,  deceased  when  twenty- 
seven  years  old;  Henry  W.,  at  home;  and  Vir- 
ginia, who  died  in  childhood.  The  mother 
of  these  was  called  from  earth  July  12,  1892, 
and  her  remains  now  rest  in  Oakland  cem- 
etery. In  religious  faith  Mr.  Horn  attends  the 
services  of  the  Episcopal  Church;  in  politics,  he 
is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  he  has  twice  been 
selectman,  being  first  elected  to  that  office  in 
J892,  and  serving  continuously  to  date,  except 
from  the  fall  of  1896  to  the  fall  of  1897.  He  is 
one  of  the  best-known  old  citizens  of  the  town, 
respected  by  everyone.  His  comfortable  home 
stands  on  an  elevation,  commanding  a view  of 
the  Sound  for  many  miles  east  and  west,  and  is 
the  abode  of  peace  and  hospitality.  Mr.  Horn 
is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  Fairfield,  and  one 
of  the  most  representative  of  the  German  citi- 
zens. He  has  been  very  successful. 


JS  UGUSTUS  I.  MEAD.  The  Mead  family. 

_ L which  is  probably  more  numerously  repre- 
sented than  any  other  in  the  town  of  Greenwich, 
has  been  noted  from  pioneer  times  for  the  quali- 
ties that  go  to  the  making  of  good  citizens.  In 
war  and  peace  its  members  have  been  willing  to 
do  their  share  toward  the  maintenance  of  right 
and  justice,  as  shown  in  the  more  complete  ac- 
counts of  various  branches  of  the  family. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Belle  Haven,  in  the  town  of  Green- 
wich, is  of  the  eighth  generation  in  direct  descent 
from  John  Mead  (1),  who  came  from  England 
about  1642  [other  authorities  say  1635],  and  set- 
tled in  Greenwich  in  1660  with  his  two  sons, 
John  and  Joseph.  The  line  of  descent  is  traced 
through  John,  son  of  the  pioneer;  Ebenezer  (1); 
Ebenezer  (2);  Abraham,  who  served  as  an  officer 
in  the  Revolutionary  army;  Isaac,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject:  and  Hon.  Augustus  Mead,  our 
subject's  father,  who  was  for  many  years  a lead-  j 
ing  citizen  of  Greenwich,  serving  as  a repre- 
sentative from  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature  I 


and  as  probate  judge  of  his  district.  Our  sub- 
ject’s mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth 
L.  Mead,  was  also  a descendant  of  John,  the 
pioneer,  the  line  being  traced  through  Ebenezer 
(2)  to  Deliverance  Mead,  her  grandfather,  and 
Ephraim  Mead,  her  father,  who  was  a well-known 
resident  of  Greenwich  in  his  day.  The  father  of 
our  subject  died  April  22,  1864,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  April  4,  1890.  This  worthy  couple 
had  four  children:  Nelson  B.,  now  a resident  of 
Belle  Haven;  Augustus  I.,  our  subject;  his  twin 
brother,  Oliver  Z..  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Sam- 
uel Close,  who  also  died  in  infancy. 

Augustus  I.  Mead  was  born  November  21. 
1 86i,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Field  Point,  where 
his  family  have  owned  a large  tract  of  land  since 
the  days  of  his  great-grandfather,  Captain  Abram, 
the  Revolutionary  hero.  Our  subject’s  youth 
was  spent  mainly  at  the  old  homestead,  which 
still  remains  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  and 
after  a preparatory  course  in  the  academy  at 
Greenwich  he  attended  the  **  Gunnery.”  at  Wash- 
ington, Conn.  On  leaving  this  institution  he 
returned  to  Belle  Haven,  and  remained  at  the 
homestead  with  his  widowed  mother  for  a time; 
but  in  1886  he  built  a handsome  dwelling  in  Field 
Point  road,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  gives 
his  attention  to  the  real-estate  business,  his  con- 
servative management  giving  him  a high  standing 
in  financial  circles.  Before  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority Mr.  Mead  was  appointed  clerk  and  assist- 
ant in  the  Probate  office  in  Greenwich,  a position 
which  he  filled  acceptably  for  about  ten  years. 
In  manner  he  is  quiet  and  undemonstrative,  and 
he  has  never  sought  prominence  in  public  life. 
While  he  is  a firm  believer  in  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  gives  his  support  to 
the  State  and  National  ticket,  he  is  not  a strict 
party  man  in  local  affairs,  preferring  to  vote  for 
the  candidate  whose  personal  fitness  ensures  sat- 
isfaction. 

In  1886  Mr.  Mead  was  married,  in  Green- 
I wich,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Mead,  daughter  of  Solo- 
| mon  Mead,  a leading  resident  of  that  town.  Two 
children  have  blessed  this  union:  Mildred  and 

, Stewart  Augustus.  Mr.  Mead  and  his  wife  are 
prominent  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  local- 
ity, and  both  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
I Church  at  Greenwich. 


BOCTOR  RALPH  N.  BETTS,  Jr.,  of  Sandy 

Hook,  for  about  thirty  years  was  prominent 

as  a dentist,  his  practice  being  one  of  the  most 
extensive  in  this  Tegion,  but  of  late  he  has  turned 
his  attention  to  mercantile  pursuits  in  Sandy 
Hook.  He  has  won  success  in  that  line  also,  and 
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his  wide  popularity  among  the  people  of  his 
vicinity  is  doubtless  a factor  in  the  development 
of  the  trade  enjoyed  by  him. 

The  Betts  Family  Genealogy.*  Thomas 
Betts,  the  ancestor  of  the  family,  was  born  in 
Smithfield,  London,  England,  in  i6)S.  He 
brought  to  America  with  him  a Bible,  dated  1591, 
which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  a descendant  of 
the  family.  He  died  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  in  1688, 
aged  seventy  years.  He  was  one  of  the  forty 
original  planters  of  the  town  of  Guilford.  Conn., 
1639,  being  then  but  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
His  house  lot  in  Guilford  was  opposite  the  old 
stone  house  built  by  Rev.  Henry  Whitfield,  1639, 
that  served  as  a fort  for  the  planters,  and  it  is 
still  (1899)  standing.  The  Betts  house  was  taken  | 
down  in  1895.  Thomas  Betts  remained  in  Guil-  | 
ford  about  twenty-one  years,  when  he  went  to  Mil- 
ford, Conn.,  where  he  remained  about  one  year. 
From  there  he  moved  to  Norwalk,  and  in  the  rec- 
ords of  that  locality,  1661,  he  is  described  as  a 
“planter  inhabiting  in  Norwalk."  His  name 
appears  in  May,  1672,  at  the  head  of  a list  of 
fourteen  residents  of  Norwalk,  who  petitioned  for 
and  received  a grant  of  land,  for  the  beginning  of 
a plantation,  which  was  afterward  known  as  the 
town  of  Wilton,  and  there  many  of  his  descend- 
ants lived. 

The  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  the  children 
of  Thomas  and  Mary  Betts  are  as  follows: 
Thomas,  1644;  .Mary,  1646;  John.  1650;  Hannah, 
1632;  Stephen,  1655;  Daniel,  1659;  Samuel, 
April  4.  1660;  James,  1663:  and  Sarah.  )6 — . 
The  first  six  were  born  in  Guilford, Conn.,  Samuel 
in  Milford,  and  James  and  Sarah  in  Norwalk. 

Samuel,  seventh  child  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
Betts,  born  at  Milford  April  4.  1660,  married 
Judith  Reynolds,  December  10.  1692.  Their 
children  were:  Mary.  Samuel.  Stephen,  Nathan, 
Hephzibah  and  Judith. 

Samuel,  second  child  of  Samuel  and  Judith 

Betts,  married  Dorothy  [last  name  not 

traced]:  children:  Stephen,  Thaddeus.  Samuel, 

Rebecca  and  David.  Of  these,  Stephen  married 
Marv  Burwell  April  J4,  1747:  Thaddeus  [not 
traced,  supposed  to  have  been  a bachelor]; 
Samuel  married  Sarah  Raymond;  Rebecca  mar- 
ried Hezekiah  de  Forest;  David  married  Betty 
Cole,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Belden) 
Cole,  of  Norwalk;  they  settled  in  Wilton,  Fair- 
field  county,  where  David  died  December,  1767, 
aged  thirty-seven;  his  widow,  Betty  (Cole')  Betts, 
married  in  1770  Capt.  Caleb  Baldwin,  of  New- 
town, and  had  one  child,  Caleb,  born  October 

* Fs.milT  Seal-"  ortbani  Halt.  Suffolk  County.  ' Ketls  ' Coat  ol 
t.lJf'ot  > I it*nd  ardent,  three  cinquc-toib,  pules:  all  within  a 
t”™,'  euprailed  on  the  scrawl.  Crest— Cut  ol  * liucul  coronet.  poM  on  a 
buck's  bead  pules  attired  gold  I 


15,  1772,  and  died  December  10,  1844;  she  died 
June  20,  1787,  aged  fifty-six.  The  children  of 
David  and  Betty  (Cole)  Betts  were:  (1)  Jared, 
baptized  March  23,  1755.  married  twice;  no 
children.  (2)  Nathan,  baptized  January  15, 
1758,  killed  in  the  war  of  1776-77.  (3)  Mary, 
baptized  April  5,  1761,  married  Capt.  Josiah 
Lacey,  of  Bridgeport,  1776.  (4)  Abner  (great- 

grandfather of  our  subject),  baptized  August  21, 
1763,  married  Huldah  Northrop,  daughter  of 
John  Northrop,  of  Newtown,  Conn.  Abner  died 
November  6.  1802,  his  wife  on  October  15,  1804. 
Their  children  were:  David,  born  February  15, 

1786,  died  January  6,  1877,  aged  ninety-one; 
Nathaniel  <our  subject's  grandfather),  born  Febru- 
ary 2,  178S.  died  September  15,  1851,  aged 
sixty-three:  Betsey,  born  January  1 2,  1789,  died 
April  17,  1 8 1 S,  aged  twenty-nine;  Polly,  born 
December  28,  1792,  died  July  14.  1798,  aged 
six  years;  John,  born  December  12,  1794,  died 
December  31,  1 829,  aged  thirty-five.  Abner,  the 
father  of  these,  removed  from  Wilton  to  New- 
town, locating  in  Palestine  District,  where  his 
last  years  were  spent.  Of  his  sons  were  David, 
Nathaniel  and  John,  of  whom  David  and  Na- 
thaniel were  reared  in  Woodbury,  Conn.,  by 
their  uncle.  Deacon  Elijah  Sherman,  and  both 
were  taught  the  tanner’s  trade,  which  they  fol- 
lowed as  their  life  vocation. 

David  Betts,  first  child  of  Abner  and  Huldah 
(Northrop)  Betts,  married  Anna  Maria  de  For- 
est, daughter  of  John  and  Abigail  (Walker)  de 
Forest,  of  Woodbury.  Conn.,  and  they  had  nine 
children:  Charles,  Cornelia,  George.  David, 
Mary  Ann,  Marcus.  Henry,  Sarah  and  John. 
David  Betts  died  January  6,  1877;  his  wife, 
Anna  Maria  de  Forest,  passed  away  October 
27,  1870. 

Nathaniel,  second  son  of  Abner  and  Huldah 
Betts,  and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  mar- 
ried Marinda  Masters,  who  died  January  2.  1854. 
aged  sixtv-three,  and  their  children  were:  (1) 
Caroline,  born  March  28,  i8to,  died  October 
11,  182S.  She  was  at  school  in  Schenectady, 
N.  V.,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  great-uncle, 
Jared  Betts,  who  for  his  second  wife  married  a 
widow,  the  mother  of  General  Wool.  (2)  Ralph 
Nathaniel  ^subject's  father),  of  whom  further 
mention  will  presently  be  made. 

(3)  Alfred  Betts,  second  son  of  Nathaniel  an 
Marinda  (Masters)  Betts,  married  (first j Frances 
Amanda  Miner  October  14,  1840.  She  died  Oc- 
tober 2S.  1850,  aged  twenty-six.  Their  children 
were:  Frances  Sabrina,  Gilbert,  Walter  W.  an 
Edwin  M.  Alfred  Betts  married  (second)  Ju*13 
Lake,  who  died  October  17,  1887,  aged  fifty- 
two;  their  children  were:  Perry,  Jennie,  Hattie 


Digitized  by  t^rOOQLe 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


841 


and  Wilson.  Alfred  Betts  died  March  26,  1880, 
aged  sixty-five. 

(4)  Charles  Betts,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Ma- 
rinda  (Masters)  Betts,  born  February  17,  1826, 
and  died  September  2,  1894,  married  Rebecca 
Barnard;  no  children. 

Betsey  Betts,  daughter  of  Abner  and  Huldah 
(Northrop)  Betts,  born  January  12,  1789.  died 
April  17,  1818,  aged  twenty-nine.  She  married 
Deacon  Nathaniel  Miner,  of  Woodbury,  Conn., 
and  had  one  child,  Julia  Miner,  who  married 
Amos  Eno  Allen  February  8,  1832.  She  died 
October  3,  1844,  aged  thirty-two.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Emily  W.,  Mary  J.  and  Chauncey  F. 

John  Betts,  son  of  Abner  and  Huldah  (North- 
rop) Betts,  born  December  12,  1794,  died  De- 
cember 31,  1829,  aged  thirty-five.  He  married 
Mary  Ann  Peck,  of  Sandy  Hook,  Conn.,  who 
died  aged  ninety-one.  They  had  one  child, 
Charlotte  Betts,  who  married  (first)  a Mr. 
Evarts  and  had  two  children;  wedded  (second)  a 
Mr.  Savoy.  [Number  of  children  not  recorded.] 

Nathaniel  Betts,  our  subject's  grandfather 
[see  above],  was  about  twelve  years  old  when  he 
went  to  Woodbury,  where  he  made  his  perma- 
nent home.  He  became  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  the  town,  owning  a tannery  and  a farm, 
which  he  conducted  successfully,  and  in  later 
years  he  was  also  interested  in  the  manufacture 
of  shoes.  In  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episco- 
palian. 

Dr.  Ralph  N.  Betts,  Sr.,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  in  Woodbury  township,  Litchfield 
county,  August  24,  1812,  and  in  his  youth  stud- 
ied dentistry  with  his  brother,  Charles,  who  was 
then  practicing  in  Amenia,  N.  Y.,  as  both  a 
physician  and  a dentist,  although  later  he  de- 
voted his  time  to  dentistry.  After  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  business,  our  subject’s  father 
located  at  Woodbury,  Conn.,  where  he  estab- 
lished a lucrative  practice,  extending  up  the 
Housatonic  as  far  north  as  New  Canaan,  up  the 
Naugatuck  railroad  as  far  as  Winsted,  and  up  the 
Harlem  railroad  as  far  as  Boston  Four  Corners, 
becoming  known  as  one  of  the  leading  dentists  of 
this  section.  He  was  a man  of  talent,  fond  of 
reading,  and  as  a citizen  was  always  public- 
spirited  and  progressive.  Politically,  he  was  a 
stanch  Democrat.  His  death  occurred  February 
5,  1896;  his  widow,  Anna  (Plowman),  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  1840,  is  still  living.  .She  was 
born  at  Christchurch,  Hants  (Hampshire),  Eng- 
land, in  1820,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Martha 
Plowman,  and  came  to  America  when  fourteen 
years  old.  They  had  three  children;  (1)  Ralph 
N.,  Jr.,  our  subject.  (2)  James  Slade  (1).  born 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  September  J4,  1844,  and  died 


there  December  1,  1845.  (3)  James  Slade  (2), 

born  February  25,  1847,  in  Woodbury,  Conn., 
and  died  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  February  18, 
1889;  he  was  a bright  young  man,  a druggist  by 
occupation,  and  after  spending  seven  years  in  the 
business,  the  last  two  years  as  a clerk  in  Lewis 
W.  Booth’s  drug  store  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  he 
was  seized  with  a severe  attack  of  typhoid  fever, 
brought  on  by  overwork,  suffering  two  relapses, 
which  so  seriously  affected  him  that  he  was 
finally  placed  in  Middletown  Asylum. 

Dr.  R.  N.  Betts,  Jr.,  our  subject,  was  born 
September  25,  1841,  at  Woodbury,  Conn., 
where  his  education  was  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  academy.  When  about  sixteen 
years  old  he  left  school,  and  the  next  two  years 
he  spent  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Newton, 
at  Oakville,  Conn.  He  then  went  to  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  to  take  a similar  position  in  a gen- 
tlemen’s furnishing  store;  but  after  four  years  he 
decided  to  enter  the  profession  of  dentistry,  for 
which  he  prepared  by  a course  of  study  with  his 
uncle,  then  a dentist  at  Mt.  Kisco,  N.  Y.  At 
the  end  of  his  term  of  apprenticeship  he  located 
at  Woodbury,  where  his  business  occupied  his 
time  for  one  week  in  a month,  and  soon  after,  in 
1866,  he  established  branch  offices  in  Sandy 
Hook  and  Brookfield,  this  county,  devoting  one 
week  in  a month  to  each.  His  spare  time  was 
given  to  occasional  visits  to  Torrington  and 
Waterbury,  and  in  this  way  he  spent  about  three 
years.  His  business  at  Sandy  Hook  becoming  a 
substantially  profitable  one,  he  settled  there  and 
continued  in  practice  successfully  until  1893, 
when  he  became  identified  with  mercantile  life. 
During  his  thirty  years  of  practice  he  gained  an 
enviable  reputation,  his  business  extending  over 
a wide  range  of  territory  surrounding  Sandy 
Hook. 

The  Doctor  is  a firm  believer  in  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  has  never  been 
active  in  politics.  He  takes  an  interest  in  all 
progressive  movements  in  his  locality,  and  is 
prominent  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  St. 
John’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  has  been 
treasurer  since  its  organization  as  an  independ- 
ent Society. 

On  December  24,  1873,  the  Doctor  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Elizabeth  Hough,  by 
whom  he  has  had  seven  children,  whose  names 
with  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Ralph  G., 

June  13,  1875;  Charles  E.,  September  28,  1876; 
James  Milton,  April  9,  1878;  William  Ernest, 
February  4,  1881;  Gustavus  A.,  November  9, 
1882;  Anna  May,  May  5.  1886,  and  William  A., 
February  17,  1888.  All  are  yet  living  except 
William  Ernest,  who  died  August  21,  1886. 
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Mrs.  Betts  was  born  in  Sandy  Hook  in  185), 
a daughter  of  Gustavus  A.  Hough,  a highly- 
respected  resident  of  that  place.  He  is  a native 
of  East  Schuyler,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  came  to 
Sandy  Hook  in  1846  to  take  a position  in  the 
rubber  factory,  with  which  he  has  now  been  con- 
nected for  more  than  forty-four  years.  In  1853 
he  went  to  California,  where  he  spent  six  years 
in  mining,  but  since  his  return  he  has  held  the 
post  of  superintendent  of  the  second  rubber 
works,  being  at  present  the  oldest  employe  in  the 
company,  and  he  was  the  first  calender  man  to 
come  to  the  town.  He  married  Miss  Jane 
Daniels,  then  of  Sandy  Hook,  but  formerly  of 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  whose  father,  Benajah 
Daniels,  was  a native  of  Wareham,  England. 
Mrs.  Betts  was  the  elder  of  two  daughters,  the 
vounger  of  whom.  Martha  T. , born  in  1S61, 
died  in  1863. 


BsOYAL  HOLMES,  a well-known  florist  and 

!_  landscape  gardener  of  Shelton,  is  one  of 

the  most  enterprising  business  men  of  that  locali- 
ty. He  has  a large  and  constantly-growing  trade 
among  the  best  people,  and  the  demand  for  his 
flowers  outside  of  his  immediate  neighborhood 
has  led  him  to  open  a branch  store  at  No.  1 1 
Elizabeth  street,  Derby. 

Mr.  Holmes  is  of  English  descent  in  both 
paternal  and  maternal  lines.  William  Holmes 
(1),  his  grandfather,  who  was  a carpet  manufact- 
urer, passed  his  entire  life  in  the  old  country. 
William  Holmes  (2),  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  England,  and  for  some  years  of  his 
early  manhood  followed  the  trade  of  machinist 
there.  He  married  Miss  Lucy  Walker,  a native 
of  Yorkshire.  England,  and  on  coming  to  America 
with  his  family  he  located  first  in  Derby,  where 
he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade.  In  j868  he 
engaged  in  business  as  a florist  at  Huntington 
(now  Shelton),  and  for  about  twenty-five  years 
he  carried  on  that  enterprise  with  marked  suc- 
cess. He  was  a believer  in  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  in  religious  faith  he  was 
an  Episcopalian.  Of  his  ten  children,  the  eldest, 
Joshua,  is  a machinist  in  Shelton;  Mar}'  Ann, 
who  died  December  18,  1875.  married  William 
Webster,  a native  of  England  and  a machinist 
by  trade;  Walter  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen;  Lucy 
married  William  Reed,  a tackmaker,  then  resid- 
ing in  Derby,  but  who  is  now  in  the  employ  of  ! 
the  Elgin  Watch  Company,  Elgin,  111.;  William  ] 
is  foreman  of  the  plating  department  of  the  I 
Derby  Silver  Company;  Lillie  married  Frederick  \ 
Valentine,  a tailor  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y;  Emma  I 
died  at  an  early  age;  Florence  married  Leonard  ! 


Davis,  an  architect  at  Great  Hill,  Conn.,  but 
now  residing  in  Omaha,  Neb. ; Royal,  our  subject, 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Josephine  mar- 
ried Frank  North,  then  a machinist  at  Ansonia, 
who  is  now  employed  by  the  Elgin  Watch  Com- 
pany. 

Royal  Holmes  was  born  February  12,  1864, 
at  Shelton,  and  his  education  w'as  secured  in  the 
schools  of  that  village.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
began  to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade  with  the 
Farrell  Machine  Company,  at  Ansonia.  After 
two  years  with  that  firm  he  was  employed  for 
about  a year  by  the  Bassett  Machine  Company, 
of  Derby,  and  on  leaving  them  he  began  to  assist 
his  father,  acquiring  a thorough  knowledge  of 
the  florist  business.  Since  the  death  of  the 
father  he  has  had  full  charge  of  the  business, 
which  is  conducted  under  his  own  name.  His 
artistic  taste  and  sound  judgment  are  frequently 
called  into  service  by  the  wealthy  residents  of  his 
locality  for  the  beautifying  of  their  grounds,  etc., 
and  he  has  won  an  enviable  reputation  by  his 
skillful  work.  While  he  is  not  an  active  politi- 
cian, he  nevertheless  is  interested  in  the  various 
questions  of  the  day,  and  is  a stanch  Republican. 

On  January  21,  1885,  Mr.  Holmes  married 
Miss  Emma  Coney,  of  Woodbridge,  Conn.,  and 
four  children  have  been  born  to  them:  William 
F. ; Ethel  May;  Clarence,  now  deceased;  and 
Pauline.  Mrs.  Holmes  is  of  English  extraction, 
and  her  father.  William  Coney,  a veteran  of  the 
Mexican  war,  is  a prominent  citizen  of  Wood- 
bridge. 

HOBERT  H.  BEERS.  ••  History,”  says  a 

well-known  writer,  “ is  best  studied  in 

biography,”  indeed  history  is  biography,  the 
story  of  collective  humanity  as  influenced  by  in- 
dividuals, and  this  volume  holds,  in  its  records  of 
separate  achievement  in  various  lines,  informa- 
tion which  will  be  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
future  historian  of  this  section.  In  the  peaceful 
contests  of  business  life  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a leading  merchant  of  Newtown,  has  won  an 
honorable  name  for  himself,  and  an  account  of 
his  life  will  be  of  lasting  interest. 

Mr.  Beers  belongs  to  an  old  and  highly- 
esteemed  family,  and  was  born  in  Palestine  Dis- 
trict, Newtown,  August  31,  1866,  a son  of  George 
and  a grandson  of  Lemuel  Beers,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  same  town  and  district.  After 
acquiring  a practical  education  in  the  common 
schools  near  his  early  home  Mr.  Beers  took  a 
complete  commercial  course  in  Hill’s  Business 
College,  at  Bridgeport,  graduating  when  be  was 
about  eighteen  years  old.  He  then  spent  six  or 
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seven  years  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  E.  F.  Haw- 
ley, and  later  engaged  in  general  mercantile 
business  on  his  own  account  at  the  “corner 
store  ” formerly  occupied  by  Baldwin  & Beers. 
Henry  Sanford,  and,  later,  Edgar  F.  Hawley — 
a building  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  West 
streets,  Newtown.  His  partner  in  this  enter- 
prise is  H.  G.  Curtis,  a brother-in-law,  and  they 
have  successfully  conducted  the  business  since 
June  1,  1892.  They  have  now  a most  profitable 
trade,  the  largest,  perhaps,  of  any  store  in  the 
locality,  and  everything  points  to  a bright  future 
for  them. 

On  June  7.  1894,  Mr.  Beers  married  Miss 
Sarah  Edmond  Sanford,  daughter  of  Henry  San- 
ford, one  of  the  most  prominent  merchants  of 
Newtown,  and  one  son  has  blessed  the  union, 
Henry  Sanford  Beers.  The  family  is  identified 
with  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  at  ’Newtown,  of 
which  Mr.  Beers  is  a leading  member.  While 
he  is  a public-spirited  citizen  he  does  not  take  an 
active  part  in  movements  of  a political  nature, 
though  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  like  all  of 
his  family,  and  his  influence  is  none  the  less 
potent  for  being  exercised  in  an  unofficial  way. 


Jj  MOS  HICKS  MEAD,  a prominent  young 
_ L business  man  of  Greenwich,  belongs  to  a 
family  that  has  long  been  noted  for  the  qualities 
that  constitute  good  citizenship,  and  he  worthily 
represents  the  name.  Steady  and  reliable,  he 
is  a man  who  commands  the  confidence  of  others, 
and  he  is  best  liked  where  he  is  best  known. 

Mr.  Mead  was  born  February  ),  1869,  at  In- 
dian Field,  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  the  young- 
est child  of  the  late  Isaac  Howe  Mead  and  his 
wife,  Mary  E.  Mead.  On  the  paternal  side  our 
subject  is  of  the  eighth  generation  in  descent  from 
John  Mead  [other  authorities  say  William],  the 
pioneer,  the  line  being  traced  through  John,  son 
of  the  pioneer,  Ebenezer(t),  Ebenezer  (2),  De- 
liverance, Ephraim,  and  Isaac  Howe  Mead, 
while  through  his  mother  he  belongs  to  the  sev- 
enth generation  from  the  pioneer,  the  line  of 
descent  running  through  John,  son  of  the  pio- 
neer, Benjamin,  Sylvanus,  Whitman,  and  Zophar 
Mead,  our  subject’s  maternal  grandfather. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  begun  in 
the  Cos  Cob  district  schools,  and  later  he  at- 
tended the  academy  at  Greenwich,  then  under 
the  direction  of  Professor  Root.  He  remained 
at  home  until  ne  reached  the  age  of  twenty, 
assisting  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  place:  but 
a strong  liking  for  machinery  led  him  to  study 
engineering  and  seek  employment  u'here  he 
could  make  practical  application  of  his  knowledge. 


For  some  time  he  was  engaged  on  the  steamer 
“Standard,”  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company’s 
line,  a vessel  which  was  then  plying  between 
Bayonne,  N.  J.,  and  Boston,  Mass.  He  then 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Greenwich  Electric 
Company,  and  as  the  work  proved  congenial  he 
went  to  Lynn,  Mass.,  to  take  a course  in  elec- 
trical science,  becoming  so  proficient  that  he  was 
given  a responsible  position  in  the  expert  depart- 
ment of  the  General  Electric  Company  of  that 
city.  In  July,  1893,  he  returned  to  Greenwich, 
and  engaged  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Banks, 
Bush  & Mead,  dealers  in  coal,  lumber  and  build- 
ing materials.  After  a year  and  a half  he  re- 
tired from  the  firm,  but  he  has  since  had  charge 
of  the  lumber  department  of  the  business. 

On  June  23,  1897,  Mr.  Mead  married  Miss  J. 
Belle  Barnes,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  He  and  his 
wife  are  prominent  socially,  and  are  identified 
with  the  Congregational  Church  at  Greenwich, 
to  which  his  family  has  given  generous  support 
since  pioneer  times.  He  takes  much  interest  in 
political  questions,  being  a firm  believer  in  the 
principles  and  policy  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  is  active  in  local  affairs  of  a non-political 
nature.  At  present  he  is  a member  of  the  Vol- 
unteer Fire  Company.  (J.  Belle  Barnes,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  is  a descendant  of  Jared  Mead, 
brother  to  Deliverance). 


JrOSEPH  E.  RUSSELL,  Sr.,  than  whom 
there  is  no  better  known  citizen  of  his  years 
in  Greenwich,  is  one  of  those  men  of  whom 
history  will  speak  in  later  years  as  a leading  citi- 
zen of  his  day,  and  one  who  has  always  had  the 
best  interests  of  the  town  at  heart.  It  is  doubt- 
ful if  another  man  is  living  in  Greenwich  who 
has  spent  so  many  years  in  office,  or  one  whose 
success  in  the  accumulation  of  worldly  goods, 
could  be  so  little  the  result  of  the  emoluments  of 
office.  He  has  ever  been  an  honest,  conscien- 
tious, painstaking  official,  and  one  to  whom,  in 
a lifetime  devoted  to  official  duties,  there  has  not 
in  any  manner  attached  the  slightest  suspicion  of 
corruption  or  dishonesty.  If  ever  criticized  for 
his  conservatism,  subsequent  events  and  condi- 
tions have  proved  the  wisdom  of  his  position  and 
his  foresightedness.  Now  in  his  eightieth  year, 
Judge  Russell  is  unusually  well  preserved  and  in 
the  full  possession  of  every  faculty. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  6,  1818.  in 
South  Salem,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  the  son 
of  James  and  Clarinda  (Moe)  Russell.  James 
Russell  was  the  son  of  John,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land in  1770,  and  married  Elizabeth  (Cross) 
Russell. 
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Judge  Russell  was  married  in  1841  to  Miss  I 
Sophia  A.  Mead,  who  was  born  in  Greenwich,  | 
on  Putnam  avenue,  January  21,  1823,  a daugh- 
ter of  Bush  and  Sarah  (Wilson)  Mead.  To  our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Charlotte,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eight  years;  Joseph  E.,  Jr.,  an  attorney  who  1 
practices  at  New  York  and  resides  at  Greenwich; 
Victor  H.,  one  of  the  best-known  men  of  Green- 
wich and  a leader  in  athletics;  he  is  at  present 
chief  of  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department. 

Judge  Russell  cast  his  first  vote  for  President, 
for  Van  Buren.  In  early  life  he  was  a Democrat, 
and  in  i860  he  was  a Douglas  man.  In  1864  he 
voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  since  been 
a stanch  Republican.  He  was  an  active  member 
of  the  local  military  company  known  as  the  Put- 
nam Guards,  and  a company  of  the  Ninth  Regi- 
ment, Connecticut  State  Militia.  At  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Putnam  Guards  he  was  elected 
lieutenant,  later  becoming  captain.  Among  the 
offices  to  which  he  has  been  elected  may  be  men- 
tioned those  of  assessor,  first  selectman,  rep- 
resentative. and  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature 
in  1857  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  In  the 
capacity  of  justice  of  the  peace  he  has  presided 
at  many  trials,  and  his  rulings  were  seldom  re- 
versed. His  judicial  decisions  were  held  in  high 
respect  by  the  best  lawyers  who  practiced  before 
him  He  is  familiarly  known  as  ••Judge"  Rus- 
sell. the  title  being  one  of  endearment  and  re- 
spect on  account  of  his  long,  faithful  and  able 
services.  He  continued  to  hold  the  office  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  as  long  as  he  was  eligible,  or 
until  he  attained  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

No  man  in  Greenwich  is  more  deeply  ven- 
erated. and  his  career  in  life  has  been  an  inspira- 
tion to  the  youthful  and  ambitious.  The  com- 
fortable competence  he  has  accumulated  has  not 
been  his  greatest  success,  even  though  he  started 
in  life  as  a poor  boy  and  has  won  his  present 
financial  position  through  his  own  unaided  efforts. 
His  character  is  above  reproach:  he  typifies  the 
better,  more  ennobling  phase  of  American  man- 
hood, crowned  in  the  evening  of  life  with  the 
approval  and  commendations  of  his  fellowmen.  i 


E ELIJAH  M.  BEERS,  custodian  of  the  NVor- 
[/,  cester  Cemetery  at  Danburv.  is  one  of  the 
well-known  citizens  of  that  town,  and  his  popu- 
larity is  shown  by  his  election  to  various  local 
offices.  His  faithful  service  in  these  and  other 
positions  of  trust  has  amply  justified  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  and  in  public  esteem  no  man 
stands  higher. 

Mr.  Beers  belongs  to  an  old  Colonial  family, 


and  his  grandfather,  David  Beers,  was  a soldier 
| in  the  Revolutionary  army.  This  worthy  pioneer 
was  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Weston,  where  he 
was  born.  He  married  Hannah  Porter,  of  this 
county,  and  had  the  following  children:  Eph- 
raim. who  was  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Danbury; 
Benjamin,  a millwright  by  trade;  Elijah,  our  sub- 
ject’s father;  Lois,  who  died  unmarried;  Ruth, 
who  married  Levi  Whaley,  a carpenter;  and 
Eunice,  who  married  (first)  Anson  Terrell,  and 
(second)  Isaac  Scudder. 

Elijah  Beers,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Weston  (now  called  Easton), 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  upon  a farm.  He 
married  Esther  Treadwell,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Treadwell,  a farmer  in  Easton,  who  served  in 
Washington  s army,  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
After  his  marriage,  Elijah  Beers  located  upon  a 
farm  in  Easton,  but  afterward  removed  to  New 
Fairfield,  where  he  followed  agriculture  and  lum- 
bering. He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  in 
religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  were  both  Meth- 
odists. His  death  occurred  in  1871,  his  wifesur- 
viving  him  but  six  weeks.  They  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, some  of  whom  were  born  in  Easton,  the 
others  in  New  Fairfield:  Leander  (deceased)  was 
a car-man  in  Danbury.  Marinda  (deceased)  mar- 
ried Sumner  Stowe,  of  Redding.  Ruhama  (de- 
ceased) married  E.  M.  Couch,  a hatter  of  New 
Fairfield,  who,  for  his  second  wife,  married  her 
sister  Hannah;  she  is  still  living.  Benjamin  (de- 
ceased) was  a farmer  in  Easton.  Hannah  has 
just  been  mentioned.  Bradley  is  now  a farmer 
in  New  Fairfield.  Ira  is  the  agent  for  the  Bridge 
port  Bronze  Company.  Esther  married  Orlando 
Wildman,  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Danbury. 
Elijah,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low'. Mary  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  George 
W.  Barnum,  a shoemaker.  George  (deceased) 
was  a farmer  by  occupation. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1831.  in  the  town  of  New  Fairfield, 
where  his  early  life  was  spent  on  a farm.  In 
1850  he  married  Jerusha  A.  Sturges,  a native  of 
the  same  locality.  The  family  is  of  English 
origin,  and  her  grandfather,  David  Sturges,  was 
a resident  of  the  town  of  Danbury,  where  her 
father,  John  Sturges.  was  born.  Mr.  Beers  and 
his  wife  made  their  home  at  the  old  farm  unti 
1 868  when  he  removed  to  Danbury.  Since  188 
he  has  held  his  present  position  as  superinten 
ent  of  the  Worcester  Cemetery.  ^ He  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  local  affairs  as  well  as  m 
the  Democratic  organization  of  his  town.  ln 
New  Fairfield  he  held  nearly  all  of  the  town 

offices,  including  those  of  selectman  and  assessor, 

while  in  Danbury  he  has  served  on  the  board  0 
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aldermen  as  a representative  of  the  Second  ward. 
He  and  his  wife  are  active  supporters  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Danbury,  and 
take  a keen  interest  in  all  progressive  move- 
ments. Their  family  oonsists  of  five  children: 
Essie,  widow  of  George  Osborne,  of  Brookfield; 
Alphonso,  a resident  of  Danbury,  who  married 
Miss  Goldwich,  of  Norwalk;  Eliza,  wife  of  Oscar 
Sturgis,  of  Ridgefield;  Emerson,  who  married 
Miss  Carrie  Boughton,  and  resides  in  Danbury; 
and  Elina,  who  married  William  H.  Weyant,  of 
Orange  county.  New  York. 


MfARK  R.  LEAVENWORTH  (deceased; 
_ was  for  many  years  a leading  citizen  of 
Bridgeport,  and,  although  his  untimely  death  cut 
short  his  career  while  he  was  still  in  his  prime, 
he  left  an  enviable  reputation,  and  his  memory 
will  not  fade  from  the  minds  of  those  who  came 
within  the  range  of  his  influence,  but  will  long  be 
-cherished  by  the  many  who  were  the  recipients  at 
his  hands  of  the  large-hearted  generosity  and 
kindly  advice  and  sympathy  he  was  ever  ready 
to  bestow.  His  broad  and  progressive  mind 
made  him  an  efficient  worker  in  any  worthy 
movement,  and  many  a helpful  enterprise  re- 
ceived from  him  the  practical  aid  which  brought 
success  at  a critical  time. 

Mr.  Leavenworth  was  born  January  19.  1846, 
in  Stepney,  this  county,  and  was  a descendant  of 
an  old  pioneer  family,  his  ancestors  having  emi- 
grated from  England  during  the  Colonial  period. 
Russell  Leavenworth,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  made  his 
home  at  Woodbury.  Lorenzo  W.  Leavenworth, 
our  subject's  father,  was  born  in  Woodbury. 

Our  subject's  youth  was  chiefly  spent  at  New 
Milford,  Conn.,  where  he  received  a good  prac- 
tical education,  and  on  leaving  school  he  was 
employed  lor  some  time  by  D.  A.  Barlow,  a stove 
dealer  there.  Later  he  settled  in  Bridgeport, 
and  engaged  in  the  stove  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, continuing  successfully  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  November  1,  1894.  Politically 
he  was  a.  Democrat,  while  in  religious  faith  he 
was  an  Episcopalian,  he  and  his  wife  having  al- 
ways contributed  liberally  to  the  support  of  the 
Church.  The  Historical  Society  of  Bridgeport 
counted  him  among  its  most  valued  members, 
while  he  was  also  active  in  the  work  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Fraternity,  having  attained  the  thirty- 
second  degree,  and  held  in  succession  all  the 
highest  offices  in  the  Order,  being  at  the  time  of 
his  death  Grand  Senior  Warden  of  the  State. 

On  January  19.  1872,  Mr.  Leavenworth 

married  Miss  Mary  Perry,  who  survives  him;  no 


children  blessed  the  union.  Mrs.  Leavenworth 
is  much  esteemed,  and  belongs  to  a prominent 
family  of  this  section.  Her  father,  the  late 
William  H.  Perry,  was  a wealthy  retired  resident 
of  Bridgeport,  and  for  many  years  was  superin- 
tendent lor  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  in  which  be  was  a large  stockholder. 
He  was  born  May  25,  1820,  in  Woodstock,  Conn., 
a son  of  Daniel  Perry,  Jr.,  and  grandson  of  Daniel 
Perry,  Sr.,  both  well-known  citizens  of  that 
locality.  He  died  May  9.  1899.  His  brother, 
Peter  L.  Perry,  now  resides  in  Bridgeport,  and 
a more  complete  account  of  his  life  appears 
elsewhere.  On  January  8,  1845,  William  H. 
Perry  married  Miss  Catherine  E.  Storrs,  a native 
of  Chaplin,  Conn.,  and  a daughter  of  Judge 
Frederick  Storrs  and  his  wife,  Eliza  Chesbrough. 

The  Storrs  family  is  of  English  origin,  and 
the  line  of  descent  is  traced  to  Samuel  Storrs, 
who  lived  and  died  in  England.  His  two  sons, 
Thomas  and  Samuel,  came  to  America  in  1663, 
and  remained  for  a time  in  Barnstable,  Mass., 
but  in  1698  settled  in  Springfield,  Conn.  Thomas 
Storrs  had  a son,  Judah,  the  great-great-grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Leavenworth.  Chester  Storrs,  her 
great-grandfather,  was  probably  a native  of 
Wales,  Mass.,  and  her  grandfather,  Judge  Fred- 
erick Storrs,  was  born  and  reared  there;  on  April 
28,  1822,  he  was  married  to  Eliza  Chesbrough, 
a native  of  Groton,  Conn.  He  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  in  Chaplin,  and  for  twenty  years 
conducted  a clock  repair  shop  in  connection  with 
his  store.  He  possessed  unusual  mental  powers, 
which  he  improved  by  constant  reading  and 
study,  and  was  noted  as  an  inventor,  being  prob- 
ably the  first  to  manufacture  a sewing  machine 
needle  in  his  section.  Politically,  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  for  many  years  he  took  a leading 
part  in  local  affairs,  serving  his  town  as  treas- 
urer, town  clerk  and  judge  of  probate.  He  died 
at  Chaplin,  June  2,  1854,  and  his  wife  on  June 
9,  1841. 

Of  their  children,  (1)  Catherine  E.  (Mrs. 
Leavenworth's  mother),  born  April  3,  1823,  mar- 
ried William  H.  Perry,  and  died  July  6,  i860. 
(2)  Henry,  born  August  26,  1825,  became  a 
bootmaker  by  trade,  and  died  July  5,  1850.  (3) 

Lucy  E.,  born  August  14,  1829,  died  in  June, 
1 888,  unmarried.  (4)  Francis,  born  October 
20,  1831,  died  in  infancy.  (5)  Frederick 

Wightman,  born  October  9,  1834,  in  Chaplin, 
was  engaged  in  farming  at  Middletown,  Conn., 
for  a lew  years,  but  since  1864  has  resided  in 
Bridgeport.  Until  1 888  he  had  charge  of  the 
outside  work  for  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manu- 
facturing Company,  but  at  present  he  manages 
the  extensive  interests  of  his  brother-in-law,  the 
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late  William  H.  Pern’.  In  1861  he  married  Miss 
Martha  A.  Monson,  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  daugh- 
ter of  Barnabas  D.  and  Delia  (Canfield)  Monson, 
and  a granddaughter  of  Obadiah  Monson,  a resi- 
dent of  Watertown,  Conn.  Her  father  died  in 
1846,  and  her  mother  in  1882,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren: Martha  A.,  Cynthia  A.,  Amelia  and 

Walter  D.  Monson.  Frederick  W.  Storrs  is  a 
stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and  like  most  of 
his  ancestors  is  a supporter  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  has  one  daughter.  Evelyn  M.,  now 
the  wife  of  Harrington  L.  Baker,  of  Beverly, 
Mass.  (6)  Fannie  A.,  born  August  26,  1837, 
married  Elijah  Blake,  of  New  Britain.  Conn. 
(7)  Daniel  C.,  born  March  6,  1840,  was  a soldier 
in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died 
in  the  Hampton  Hospital  on  June  4,  1864,  his 
watch  now  being  preserved  as  a sacred  relic  by 
Frederick  W.  Storrs.  (8)  Joseph,  born  in  1841, 
died  in  infancy. 

The  Chesbrough  family  is  of  good  pioneer 
stock,  and  in  this  line  Mrs.  Leavenworth  is  a de- 
scendant of  William  Chesbrough,  the  first  white 
settler  at  Stonington,  Conn.  The  line  of  descent 
is  traced  through  Elisha  (son  of  William),  Elihu 
(1):  Elihu  (2);  Elihu  (3),  who  married  Phoebe 
Daniel  (Mrs.  Leavenworth’s  great-grand- 
father); Eliza,  who  married  Judge  Frederick 
Storrs;  and  Catherine  E.  (Mrs.  Leavenworth’s 
mother).  Daniel  Chesbrough  was  born  in  1771, 
and  became  one. of  the  early  settlers  of  Groton, 
Conn.,  where  he  followed  farming  many  vears. 
He  married  Miss  Fannie  Williams,  and  had 
children:  Fannie,  born  in  1793;  Daniel,  in  1796; 
Catherine,  1798;  Elam  W.,  1800;  Eliza  (1),  1802; 
Abbie,  1805:  Eliza  (2),  1807;  Myra,  1S09;  and 
Matilda  A.,  1814. 


PjHILIP  H.  W1EGAND  (deceased).  For  half 
a century  our  subject  was  identified  with  the 
business  interests  of  Port  Chester  and  locality. 
As  a thrifty  and  frugal  German  of  good  intelli- 
gence and  intentions,  he  made  an  excellent  citi- 
zen of  his  adopted  country. 

Born  August  30,  1833,  in  Homburg,  in  the 
regency  of  Kassel,  Hessia,  Germany,  Mr.  Wie- 
gand  was  a son  of  Valentine  and  Elizabeth  (Sie- 
bert)  Wiegand,  also  natives  of  Germany,  who 
came  with  their  family  to  the  United  States 
locating  at  Port  Chester  in  1844.  Their  children 
were  six  in  number:  Valentine  is  a resident  of 
Port  Chester:  Herman,  a molder  bv  trade,  lives 
at  Norwalk:  Catharine  lives  at  New  Haven  and 
is  the  widow  of  Frederick  Koracak;  Philip  H.  is 
our  subject ; Katherine  married  Michael  Schupp, 
and  one  died  before  the  parents  came  to  this 


country.  The  father  of  these  was  an  iron  molder 
by  trade  and  occupation.  On  coming  here  he 
had  a hard  struggle,  but  he  was  an  honest,  up- 
right man.  He  lived  to  be  seventy-six  years  of 
age.  The  mother  died  before  Philip  had  reached 
the  age  of  eight  years,  whereupon  the  father 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  leaving  Philip  in 
the  care  of  a guardian. 

Philip  Henry  Wiegand,  our  subject,  was  care- 
fully educated  in  Homburg  by  his  guardian,  and 
when  fifteen  years  of  age,  in  the  fall  of  1848, 
came  to  America  in  the  bark  "Thomas  Kerwin. 
landing  at  New  York  after  a voyage  of  thirty-five 
days,  a remarkably  quick  passage  for  those  times. 

Later  he  moved  to  Port  Chester,  and  there  se- 
cured employment  in  the  foundry  of  Abendroth 
Brothers,  but  could  not  follow  the  occupation 
owing  to  poor  health.  He  well  remembered  East 
Port  Chester  as  being  quite  in  the  woods,  and  re- 
called with  pleasing  memory  the  good  days  he 
enjoyed  in  the  summer  season  when  he  and  his 
playmates  (and  later  his  fellow-workers  in  the 
foundry,  which  was  not  far  from  the  river  banks) 
were  wont  to  bathe  and  swim  to  their  heart  s 
content.  He  was  industrious  and  economical, 
and  from  his  little  savings  he  in  the  course  of 
time  was  enabled  to  go  into  business  for  himself, 
engaging  in  the  sale  of  groceries,  liquors,  ale, 
etc.  He  alwavs  so  conducted  himself  as  to  show 
his  honesty  of  purpose,  and  soon  paid  his  bills 
promptly  and  established  a business  credit. 

On  December  24,  1854,  at  Port  Chester,  Mr. 
Wiegand  was  married  to  Miss  Marian  O Toohil  , 
and  to  this  union  came  children  as  follows. 
George  V.,  born  in  September,  1855,  is  sing  e 
and  at  home;  Mary  E..  born  in  June,  1857,  is  now 
Mrs.  Lewis  Mertz,  of  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. : John 
H..  born  in  May.  1859.  is  married,  and  lives  m 
Port  Chester,  N.  Y,;  Martha  E.,  born  in  May, 
1864,  is  now  Mrs.  John  Carr,  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.;  Henry  P.,  born  in  July,  1866,  marrie 
Mary  Johnson,  and  resides  in  Port  Chester,  1 • 
Y. ; Katie  E.,  born  in  December,  1869.  is  now 
Mrs.  George  Mertz,  of  Port  Chester;  Annie 
born  in  January,  1871 ; Augusta  R.,  born  in  May, 
1873;  Theressa  M.,  born  in  June.  i876;-and  two 
sons  who  died,  one  when  aged  three  years,  t e 
other  when  an  infant.  Of  this  family  Annie  •• 
Augusta  R.  and  Theressa  M.  are  at  home.  ® 
mother  of  these  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born  1 
1832,  in  Countv  Tipperary,  a daughter  of  Mic  ae 
and  Ellen  (Bern-)  O’Toohill.  She  came  to  me 
United  States  alone  in  1848,  sailing  from  Liver 
pool  in  the  "Gypsy,”  which  occupied  nearly  se%e^ 
weeks  in  making  the  voyage,  landing  at  ® 
York  after  a very  stormy  passage.  Ftona 
city  Mrs.  Wiegand  went  to  New  Rochelle,  N. 
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where  she  had  friends  living.  She  has  a beau- 
tiful home  in  East  Port  Chester,  in  addition  to 
which  residence  there  remains  in  the  family  a de- 
sirable business  property  in  the  same  village.  In 
religious  faith  Mrs.  Wiegand  adheres  to  the  ten- 
ets of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Wiegand 
was  a Lutheran,  having  in  1 848,  when  fourteen 
years  of  age.  been  confirmed  in  that  Church. 

Philip  H.  Wiegand  died  March  16,  1898,  and 
his  funeral,  such  was  the  esteem  he  was  held  in, 
was  one  of  the  largest  and  most  impressive  ever- 
witnessed  in  this  part  of  the  county.  From  a 
engthyand  just  tribute  to  his  memory  as  a pub- 
lic and  private  citizen,  published  in  a local  paper 
just  after  his  funeral,  we  glean  the  following  few 
mes:  “ The  confidence  placed  in  him  by  his 
fellow  citizens  was  the  best  evidence  of  his  worth 
and  stand'ng  as  a man.  Though  he  at  all  times 
exercised  a powerful  influence  for  good  at  his 
end  of  the  town  of  Greenwich,  vet  he  never 

ceS  °thCe  ,orhimseH-  and  we  believe  never  ac- 
cepted the  responsibilities  of  office  except  in  the 

school  °D  °f  commi,,«man.  He  served  his 
schoo  associates  as  treasurer,  and  when  the 

conditions  were  such  that  thev  could  not  raise 
SrnPlIy'  Wiegand  did  not  hesitate  ! 
soncr  ,0  ralse  the  money.  ” His  two  i 
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John  Park,  of  Vermont,  and  died  July  12.  1808 
They  had  no  children. 

Ichabod  Finch,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  was  there  edu- 
cated, and  ever  afterward  devoted  himself  to 
farming.  He  married  a Miss  Smith,  by  whom 
he  had  the  following  children:  Budd,  William, 

John,  Daniel,  Charlotte  and  Polly. 

Budd  Finch,  father  of  our  subject,  was  bom 
June  13,  1789,  and  educated  in  the  town  of  Wil- 
ton, and  was  called  out  during  the  war  of  1812. 
During  his  early  life  he  began  to  learn  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade,  but  never  worked  at  that  trade, 
preferring  the  life  of  a farmer,  in  this  occupation 
being  unusually  successful  and  accumulating  con- 
siderable wealth.  Politically,  he  was  a strong 
Democrat,  and  was  elected  to  several  of  the 
minor  local  offices  of  his  town.  In  religion  he 
was  a Universalist.  He  married  Miss  Lucinda 
Waterbury,  daughter  of  Thaddeus  Waterbury,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Wilton.  The  children  born 
to  this  marriage  were  as  follows:  Henry,  Frank, 

| and  Eliza  J.,  who  married  George  B.  Gregory, 
j of  Norwalk.. 

Archibald  Park,  grandfather  of  the  wife  of 
Frank  Finch,  was  born  near  Glasgow-,  Scotland, 
and  obtained  his  early  education  in  that  city.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  and  settled  in  Ryegate,  Vt. , where  he 
engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a resident  of  the 
country  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  but  it  is 
not  stated  whether  he  served  as  a soldier  during 
that  conflict.  Politically  he  was  a strong  Demo- 
crat, was  well  thought  of  by  his  fellow  men,  and 
was  elected  to  several  of  the  minor  local  offices 
within  their  gift.  He  married  Miss  Margaret 
Renfrew,  by  whom  he  had  the  following  children: 
John,  who  married  Jane  Roben;  Margaret,  who 
married  Robert  Miller;  Jane,  who  married  Rob- 
ert Cochran;  Archibald,  who  married  Margaret 
Roben;  Robert,  who  remained  single;  Abigail, 
who  married  Harrison  Bailey;  Caroline,  who 
married  James  Dickey;  and  Jackson,  who  died 
young. 

John  Park,  father  of  the  wife  of  Mr.  Finch, 
was  born  in  Ryegate,  Vt.,  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  that  town,  and  ever  after- 
ward engaged  in  farming.  During  the  training 
days  he  was  a militiaman,  and  in  politics- he  was 
a Democrat,  holding  several  of  the  minor  offices 
of  his  town.  While  not  a member  of  any  relig- 
ious society,  yet  he  regularly  attended  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  married  Miss  Jane  Roben, 
daughter  of  Walter  and  Polly  (Thomas)  Roben, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a prosperous  farmer  of 
Scotland.  To  this  marriage  there  were  born  the 
following  children:  Andrew  J.,  who  married  Mary 
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Barnett;  Margaret  J.,  born  May  i,  1836,  died 
young;  Isabel!  K.,  born  June  2,  1837,  married 
Frank  Finch;  Walter  A.,  born  February  19,  1839. 
married;  John  R.,  born  November  26,  1840,  died 
young;  Martin  V.,  born  July  28,  1842,  remains 
single;  Sarah  J.,  bom  June  15,  1844.  married 
Henry  Swan;  Polly  A.,  born  March  20,  1846, 
married  Jabez  B.  Nelson;  and  a son.  born  Au- 
gust 20,  1848,  died  without  being  named. 

Isabell  R.  Park,  who  married  Frank  Finch, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Ryegate,  Vt.,  and  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools.  She  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  faithful 
to  all  society  and  family  duties. 


WILLIAM  M.  RITCH  has  for  the  past  ten 

years  lived  retired  in  his  elegant  home  on 

Cherry  Hill,  in  East  Port  Chester.  There  are 
a number  of  well-to-do  men  of  this  section  of  the 
country  whose  lives  are  splendid  illustrations  of 
that  American  term  so  often  used,  and  misused, 
in  praising  the  career  and  accomplishments  of 
men  who  have  been  successful  in.  the  face  of 
trying  and  discouraging  circumstances — selfmade; 
and  Mr.  Ritch  is  one  of  the  worthiest  examples 
of  this  class.  He  has  worked  his  way  to  ease 
and  affluence  through  years  of  industry  and  steady 
application  to  business,  for  he  commenced  life  a 
poor  boy  financially,  and  earned  his  first  capital 
by  manual  labor. 

Mr.  Ritch  is  a native  of  Greenwich  township. 
Fairfield  county,  born  June  1,  1825,  and  belongs 
to  one  of  the  old  families  of  the  neighborhood. 
His  grandfather,  James  Ritch,  and  his  father, 
Ralph  Ritch,  were  farmers,  and  the  latter  also 
carried  on  a stone  quarry.  He  married  Clemence 
Mead,  daughter  of  Mathew  Mead,  and  • they 
reared  a family  of  twelve  children — six  sons  and 
six  daughters,  of  whom,  seven — three  sons  and 
four  daughters— still  survive.  The  parents  died 
in  Greenwich  at  a ripe  old  age.  Mrs.  Ritch  was 
a member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

During  the  boyhood  of  our  subject  the  com- 
mon schools  did  not  afford  the  advantages  offered 
to  all  in  the  present  day,  but  he  acquired  all  his 
book-learning  in  those  institutions,  such  as  they 
were.  “Uncle  Johnnie  Gray”  was  his  first 
teacher.  His  father  wished  him  to  attend  Prof. 
Philander  Button's  school  at  Greenwich,  but  he 
preferred  to  begin  work,  and  did  so.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  he  went  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade 
with  John  Weed,  of  Greenwich,  with  whom  he 
remained  three  years,  receiving  $20  the  first  year, 
the  second  and  $40  the  third,  clothing  him- 
self. For  two  years  after  he  followed  his  trade  in 
the  employ  of  others,  and  then  for  a year  and  a 


half  on  his  own  account,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
1 engaging  in  the  business  to  which  he  devoted  the 
i remainder  of  his  active  life.  In  partnership  with 
his  brother  Thomas  he  bought  the  schooner 
1 “ Mariner,”  which  was  used  in  the  trade  between 
1 Greenwich  and  New  York,  and  they  began  by 
i transporting  stone  for  other  parties  for  half, 

1 finally  embarking  in  the  business  for  themselves. 

! They  first  hired  a quarry,  and  when  able  pur- 
1 chased  one,  at  Byram,  and  from  a small  begin- 
I ning  they  established  and  built  up  an  extensive 
I business,  requiring  three  vessels  in  their  trade, 

I the  “Mariner.”  “ Adaline  " and  “Mail.”  They 
1 were  obliged  to  go  into  debt  for  the  sum  of  $600 
1 when  they  made  their  advent  in  the  vessel  busi- 
ness, but  that  was  the  only  time  they  gave  their 
I note  during  the  forty  years  of  their  commercial 
I life  together,  for  although  it  was  not  all  smooth 
1 sailing,  and  they  met  with  the  usual  setbacks  and 
1 disappointments  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  men  in 
1 any  branch  of  trade,  they  kept  their  business 
1 clear  of  incumbrances. 

On  deciding  to  retire  to  private  life  to  enjoy 
1 the  abundant  means  which  had  come  to  them 
1 through  patient  and  unceasing  toil,  the  brothers 
divided  their  stone  quarries  and  property  ami- 
cably, not  even  a third  party  being  aware  of  the 
division.  From  the  above  statements  it  maybe 
easily  seen  that  Mr.  Ritch  deserves  to  be  called 
1 a self-made  man.  and  he  may  be  justly  proud  of 
I the  results  of  his  labors,  which  enabled  him  ten 
years  ago  to  give  up  active  work  to  pass  his 
years  in  comfort  and  even  luxury.  He  always 
I maintained  a high  reputation  for  honorable  and 
1 straightforward  dealing,  and  unquestionable  in- 
| tegrity  in  any  matter,  and  no  citizen  in  Green- 
' wich  commands  higher  respect  or  bears  a better 
| name. 

Mr.  Ritch  was  married  in  Greenwich  to  Miss 
! Sarah  Hamilton,  a native  of  Ireland,  and  five 
children  came  to  bless  their  union,  namely: 

: George,  who  died  in  Brooklyn  at  the  age  of 
I thirty-five  years;  Esta,  widow  of  William  Oxer, 

I living  with  her  parents;  Willis,  who  is  in  the 
stone  business  in  East  Port  Chester;  Elizabeth, 
who  married  P.  Moffet,  and  died  in  East  Port 
Chester;  and  Silas,  engaged  in  the  stone  busi- 
ness in  East  Port  Chester.  The  children  were 
all  given  superior  educational  advantages.  The 
: family  live  in  the  beautiful  home  on  Cherry  Hill 
erected  by  Mr.  Ritch,  and  usually  spend  the  win- 
ter season  at  Crescent  City,  Fla.,  where  he  owns 
a pleasant  residence  and  orange  grove.  Up  to 
1862  Mr.  Ritch  gave  his  political  support  to  the 
Democratic  party,  but  he  has  since  been  a Re- 
publican; he  has  served  his  township  one  term 
as  member  of  the  board  of  relief,  and  also  as  as- 
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sessor,  holding  the  latter  office  two  or  three  sixty-one  years  and  four  months;  Ezra  died  May 
years.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a devout  2),  1770,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years;  the 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  youngest.  Waite,  our  subject's  great-grandfather, 
was  trustee  for  a number  of  years.  died  August  3,  1773,  aged  forty-three  years. 

I His  entire  life  was  spent  in  Brookfield.  His 

I wife,  Anna  Benedict,  died  August  7,  1806,  at  the 

ELMER  HAWLEY  NORTHROP.  To  the  1 age  of  seventy-seven.  They  had  four  children: 

! superficial  observer,  youth  doubtless  pre-  j John,  Waite.  Anna  and  Andrew'. 

sents  a more  attractive  aspect  than  age,  but  to  Waite  Northrop  (2),  our  subject’s  grand- 
one  who  can  appreciate  the  rich  inner  life  of  a | father,  was  born  May  12,  1765,  and  died  De- 
spirit which  has  been  refined  and  enlightened  by  | cember  6,  1824.  He  married  Jerusha  Baldwin 
the  experience  of  years,  gray  hairs  suggest  deeper  on  July  5,  1787.  She  was  born  July  26,  1770, 
harmonies  and  pleasure  than  the  younger  ones  and  died  November  6,  1827.  Their  children 
can  know*,  especially  in  this  case,  when  physical  were  Elmore  Baldwin,  our  subject’s  father; 
and  mental  vigor  are  unimpaired,  and  the  wis-  Sarah,  born  March  23,  1800,  married  January  20, 
dom  of  years  is  brought  into  play  in  an  effective  1824.  to  Hiram  Fairchild,  and  died  September 
yet  quiet  and  dignified  participation  in  the  ac-  20.  1830;  Anna,  born  June  27,  1802,  married 
tivities  which  constitute  the  outer  bonds  of  social  April  10,  1826,  to  Charles  Hawley,  and  died  No- 
life. vember  15,  1832;  and  Baldwin,  who  died  in 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  fortunate  in  this  infancy, 
regard,  as,  although  he  has  come  almost  to  the  Elmore  Baldwin  Northrop,  the  father  of  our 
allotted  limit  of  three  score  years  and  ten,  his  subject,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Brookfield, 
strength  gives  promise  of  prolonged  life,  in  which  August  12,  1794,  and  became  a prominent  citi- 
he  may  teach — even  if  unconsciously — the  dig-  zen  of  that  locality,  engaging  in  mercantile  busi- 
nitv.  value  and  charm  of  old  age.  ness  and  in  silver-plating,  making  a specialty  of 

Mr.  Northrop  was  born  in  the  town  of  Brook-  plating  harness  and  carriage  fixtures.  He  was 
field,  October  24,  1828,  and  has  never  been  out-  an  ambitious  man,  energetic  in  all  his  undertak- 
side  the  limits  of  that  town  for  a longer  period  ings,  and  was  very  successful.  At  various  times 
than  two  weeks.  His  education  was  obtained,  he  held  township  offices,  and  he  was  a prominent 
in  part,  in  the  district  school,  in  part  at  a private  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Brook- 
school  near  his  home,  and  on  attaining  manhood  field.  On  December  4,  1821,  he  married  Miss 
he  engaged  in  agriculture,  which  pursuit  he  fol-  Lucy  Hawley,  who  was  born  June  23.  1801,  a 
lowed  until  his  retirement  from  business  a few  daughter  of  Daniel  Hawley,  and  died  June  8, 
years  ago.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  the  1883,  after  a long  widowhood,  Mr.  Northrop’s 
management  of  his  affairs,  and  his  sound  judg-  death  having  occurred  April  30,  1834.  They  had 
ment  has  been  called  into  service  by  his  fellow-  two  children,  our  subject  being  the  younger;  the 
citizens  in  various  ways,  notably  as  an  adminis-  elder,  Marv  A.,  born  September  5,  1824,  was 
trator  of  estates.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  ad-  married  September  1 7,  1844,  to  George  C.  Corn- 
visers  of  the  Republican  party  in  his  locality,  and  wall,  and  they  have  one  son,  Elmer  N. 
is  at  present  serving  as  first  selectman  of  Brook-  On  the  maternal  side  our  subject  was  de- 
field. In  religious  work  he  is  also  prominent  as  scended  from  Joseph  Hawley,  one  of  the  earliest 
a member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  On  settlers  in  Connecticut,  who  was  born  in  Par- 
October  23,  1851,  he  married  Miss  Laura  Jane  wick,  Derbyshire,  England,  in  1603,  and  crossed 
Dutton,  who  was  born  July  3,  1831,  and  died  the  ocean  in  1629,  landing  near  Boston,  Mass. 
December  24,  1855.  Two  children' blessed  this  Later  he  settled  in  Connecticut,  and  died  at 
union:  Amelia  Irvine,  born  February  14,  1853.  Stratford  in  1690.  His  son,  Samuel,  who  was 
and  George  Dutton,  born  November  t2,  1835.  born  in  1653,  had  a son  Samuel,  who  reared  a 
The  latter  married  Miss  Ella  Kate  Hoyt,  on  July  family  of  ten  children:  Jonathan,  Nathaniel, 

26,  1893,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Laura  Ephraim,  Matthew,  Obadiah,  Francis,  Richard, 
Dutton,  born  August  27,  1896.  Nathan,  Stephen  and  Benjamin.  Benjamin 

The  Northrop  family  has  been  identified  with  Hawley,  our  subject’s  great-great-grandfather, 
Brookfield  from  a very  early  date.  Oursubject's  born  in  1694.  had  four  sons,  as  follows:  Eben- 

great  great-grandfather,  Jeremiah  Northrop,  died  ezer,  Benjamin,  Abel  and  William.  William 
there  July  4,  1771,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  Hawley,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  born  in 
.'ears,  and  his  wife,  Hannah  (Benedict),  died  1 732,  reared  a family  of  four  children:  William, 
February  19,  1767,  aged  seventy.  They  had  Anna,  Daniel  and  Joseph.  Daniel  Hawley,  the 
three  sons:  Amos  died  February  3,  1789,  aged  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  December 
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25,  1766,  and  died  February  9,  1826.  He  was 
married  (first)  on  August  9,  1787,  to  Miss  Lucy 
Dibble,  who  was  born  in  1 766.  and  died  February 
25,  1789.  On  January  14,  1796.be  married,  for 
his  second  wife,  Joanna  Seelye,  who  was  born 
February  24,  1773,  and  died  April  5,  1837.  By 
the  first  marriage  there  was  one  son:  Eleazar, 

and  by  the  second  there  were  three  children: 
Lucy,  our  subject’s  mother;  Charles,  born  Febru- 
ary 6.  1804,  and  Sidney,  born  April  3,  1807. 


JrAMES  S.  SHERWOOD,  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial agriculturists  of  the  town  of  West- 
- port,  Fairfield  county,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  for  twenty  or  more  years  a school 
teacher  of  this  locality,  is  of  the  fifth  generation 
of  the  Sherwood  family  who  have  been  engaged 
in  farming  in  Fairfield  county. 

Mr.  Sherwood's  line  of  descent  is  through 
David.  Sr.,  David,  Ruei,  and  Charles  E.  The 
first  three  were  residents  of  the  town  of  Fairfield. 
Ruel  Sherwood,  who  was  a native  of  that  town, 
married  Rachel  Beers,  a native  of  the  town  of 
Westport.  After  their  marriage  they  settled  on 
the  farm  on  which  Mrs.  William  Sherwood  now 
lives.  Their  children  were:  Charles  E.  is  re- 
ferred to  farther  on;  Eliza  married  Edwin  Weed,  a 
millwright  of  Darien;  Harriet  D.  married  Walter 
Bradley  a farmer  of  Redding;  and  William  was 
a farmer  in  the  town  of  Westport.  The  mother 
of  these  was  a member  of  a patriotic  family, 
having  seven  brothers  who  served  their  country 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Charles  E.  Sherwood  was  born  March  29, 
1807,  on  his  father’s  farm  in  the  town  of  West- 
port,  and  was  there  reared  in  a manner  not  unlike 
the  sons  of  the  general  farmer,  attending  school 
during  the  winter  season  and  working  on  the 
farm  in  the  summers.  He  married  Anna  Beam, 
a native  of  Paterson,  N.  J..  and  of  German  stock 
.on  her  father’s  side.  After  their  marriage  they 
located  on  the  farm  where  their  eight  children 
were  reared.  A brief  record  of  them  is  as  fol- 
lows: Henry  M.  is  a retired  business  man  residing 
in  Chicago;  Charles  W.,  who  served  as  a soldier 
in  the  Civil  war,  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  re- 
sided in  Westport,  and  there  died;  James S.,  our 
subject,  is  referred  to  farther  on;  Mary  E.  mar- 
ried fames  Punzelt,  and  resides  in  South  Nor-  I 
walk;  Harriet  D.  married  James  Smibert,  of 
Chicago;  John  B.  is  engaged  in  the  school  furni- 
ture business  in  Chicago;  Roston  died  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years;  and  George  died  in  infancy. 
Both  parents  are  deceased,  the  father  dying 
March  18,  1897.  when  nearly  ninety  years  of  age, 
and  the  mother  on  February  28,  1870,  aged  about  I 


sixty  years.  They  were  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  good  Christian  people  who  bore 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  their  many  acquaint- 
ances. Jn  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but  later 
became  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

. James  S.  Sherwood  was  reared  on  the  home- 
stead, where  he  remained  working  on  the  farm 
in  the  summer  season,  and  attending  the  neigh- 
boring district  schools  through  the  winters  until 
sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then  for  a period  at- 
tended the  schools  at  Westport,  later  taught 
school  during  the  winter  and  farmed  in  summer 
for  some  ten  years.  Next  he  taught  at  Sauga- 
tuck  for  about  the  same  length  of  time.  After 
this  he  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  re- 
sides and  has  since  been  occupied  in  farming. 
During  the  Civil  war,  inspired  by  that  patriotism 
that  led  thousands  of  brave  boys  to  sacrifice 
home  and  loved  ones  to  answer  their  country's 
call,  many  never  to  return,  young  Sherwood  en- 
tered the  Union  army,  enlisting  in  August,  1862, 
as  a private  in  Company  C,  28th  Conn.  V.  1., 
and  served  one  year.  His  company  and  regi- 
ment formed  a part  of  General  Banks’  division, 
and  he  shared  the  glory  of  his  company,  coming 
home  with  an  honorable  war  record.  He  has  a 
nice  little  farm  of  some  twenty  acres  where  he 
resides,  and  about  the  same  number  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  town.  In  his  political  views  he 
is  an  Independent.  For  four  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  the  town,  his  long 
years  of  teaching  making  him  exceptionally  well 
qualified  for  the  position.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

On  April  5,  1876,  Mr.  Sherwood  was  mar- 
ried to  Melissa  Hull,  a daughter  of  William  Hull, 
of  the  town  of  Westport.  The  marriage  was 
blessed  with  four  children,  namely:  Edward  J. 
is  now  a student  of  Yale  College;  Minnie  M.  is 
at  Normal  College;  and  Henry  M.  and  Sadie  are 
still  attending  school.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  "November  1,  1897.  She  was  an 
amiable  woman,  greatly  esteemed. 


THOMAS  F.  FAY  was  born  in  Danbury. 

Conn.,  March  4,  1848,  the  eldest  son  0 
John  and  Margaret  Fay.  His  father  had  en- 
listed in  Company  A,  Eleventh  Connecticut  Vol- 
j enteer  Infantry,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  0 
Cold  Harbor.  Mr.  Fay  learned  the  hatters  tra 1 e. 
and  in  1879  entered  the  firm  of  Beckerle  & Co. 
As  a member  of  this  firm,  he  is  best  known  to 
Danburians. 

In  December,  1875,  Mr.  Fay  married  Miss  Sara 
McConnell,  who  died  February  5,  1884.  There 
were  five  children  by  this  marriage,  four  of  whom 
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— M.  Josephine,  Edward  R.,  John  N.  and  Anna 
S. — are  now  living.  Thomas,  the  youngest,  died 
in  1889  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

Mr.  Fay  was  a man  of  singular  gentleness  of 
disposition.  He  never  entered  public  life,  al- 
though frequently  urged  to  do  so.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Hat  Manufacturers  Association, 
and  his  death  was  the  first  to  occur  among  the 
members  of  that  organization,  which  was  then 
about  ten  years  old.  He  died  June  25,  1892, 
after  a brief  illness. 


TAIT  AND  SONS  PAPER  COMPANY,  of 
_ Bridgeport.  Industry  puts  an  entirely  new 
face  upon  the  productions  of  nature.  By  labor 
man  has  subjugated  the  world,  reduced  it  to  his 
dominion  and  clothed  the  earth  with  a new  gar- 
ment. The  first  rude  plow  that  man  thrust  into 
the  soil;  the  first  rude  axe  of  stone  with  which 
he  felled  the  forest  trees;  the  first  rude  canoe 
scooped  by  him  from  some  pine  trunk  to  cross 
the  river  and  reach  the  greener  fields  beyond, . 
were  each  the  outcome  of  a human  faculty  which 
brought  within  bis  reach  some  physical  comfort 
he  had  never  enjoyed  before.  Material  things 
became  subject  to  the  influence  of  labor,  not  the 
least  among  which  we  are  reminded  that  from 
the  flax  plant  man  draws  its  fibres  and  makes 
him  linen  and  cambric;  from  the  cotton  pod  he 
fabricates  fustians,  dimities,  calicoes,  etc.  From 
the  rags  of  these,  or  from  weeds,  the  shavings 
of  wood,  or  from  straw  he  makes  paper,  card- 
board, strawboard,  etc.,  in  which  latter  connec- 
tion it  is  with  pleasure  we  turn  to  the  steam  and 
air-dried  strawboard  manufacturing  industry,  in 
Bridgeport,  known  far  and  wide  as  the  Tait  & 
Sons  Paper  Company. 

Andrew  Tait,  the  founder  of  this  industry, 
was  born  January  27,  1799,  near  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  and  was  descended  trom  a long  line  of 
paper  makers.  He  served  his  full  time  (seven 
years)  as  an  apprentice  at  that  employment,  and 
in  1820  he  came  to  this  country,  first  locating  in 
Morris  county,  N.  J.  Here  he  worked  about 
one  year  at  his  trade,  then  moved  to  Hartford, 
after  which  we  find  him  in  various  places  till  his 
marriage,  in  1822.  He  then  settled  in  Trumbull, 
Fairfield  county,  where,  as  superintendent  for 
D.  & P.  N.  Fairchild,  paper  manufacturers,  he 
built  their  mill  and  set  it  in  operation.  With 
this  firm  he  remained  but  a short  time,  however, 
and  on  leaving  their  employ  he  commenced  busi- 
ness in  a small  way  at  Trumbull  Center,  mar- 
bling paper  for  bookbinders'  use;  but  in  1856  he 
erected  in  Trumbull  what  is  known  as  Tait’s 


Mills,  and  embarked  in  the  box-board  or  straw- 
board  manufacturing  industry. 

Andrew  Tait  was  married  June  14,  1822,  to 
Miss  Bella  Ronaldson,  who  crossed  the  ocean 
alone  from  Scotland,  to  wed  her  old  sweetheart, 
the  voyage  occupying  six  weeks  and  four  days. 
The  issue  of  this  union  was  as  follows:  Nancy, 
wife  of  Plumb  Hoyt,  of  New  York;  William,  a 
sketch  of  whom  follows;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  J.  M. 
Prindle,  of  Bridgeport;  John,  a physician  in 
Meriden,  Conn.;  Bella,  who  died  in  1851;  and 
Fannie.  The  father  of  these  was  called  from 
earth  January  27,  1891,  the  mother  on  May  22, 
1875.  They  were  members  for  many  years  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Trumbull;  in  poli- 
tics he  was  originally  a Whig,  later  a Repub- 
lican, and  for  several  terms  he  served  as  town 
clerk.  On  the  occasion  of  the  golden  wedding  of 
this  honored  pioneer  couple  a large  concourse  of 
relatives  and  friends  assembled  at  the  Tait  man- 
sion in  Trumbull,  bringing  with  them  congratula- 
tions and  kind  wishes  as  well  as  valuable  and  use- 
ful gifts.  Mr.  Tait’s  business  career  was  marked 
by  industry,  frugality  and  the  integrity  of  an  up- 
right Christian  man. 

William  Tait,  the  eldest  son  of  Andrew  and 
Isabella  Tait,  was  born  May  29,  1824,  in  Scot- 
land, Hartford  county.  Conn.,  being  a child  when 
brought  from  there  to  Trumbull.  In  the  latter 
place  he  received  his  education,  learning  the 
paper-making  business  with  his  father.  In  1848 
he  went  to  California,  but  after  a couple 
of  years  returned  to  Trumbull  and  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  his  father,  who 
withdrew  from  the  business  in  1872,  William  F. 
Tait  (son  of  William)  becoming  a member  of  the 
firm.  They  continued  to  carry  on  the  business  in 
Trumbull  until  1895,  in  which  year  they  removed 
it  to  Bridgeport,  or  rather  North  Bridge- 
port, where  they  have  since  remained.  The 
firm  is  now  know  as  The  Tait  & Sons  Paper 
Company,  the  firm  consisting  of  William  Tait, 
president;  William  F.  Tait,  treasurer;  Andrew 
Tait,  secretary;  and  the  product  of  the  mills  is 
chiefly  steam  and  air-dried  straw  board.  At  the 
present  time  (1899)  they  are  making  only  box 
board.  William  Tait  was  married  May  31,1 848, 
at  Milford,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Grace  Camp,  who 
was  born  September  4,  1831,  at  Milford,  Conn., 
and  five  children  have  graced  their  union,  to  wit: 
Isabella  R.,  wife  of  E.  M.  Goulden,  of  Stratford, 
Conn.;  William  F.,  sketch  of  whom  follows; 
Andrew  (1),  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years; 
Andrew  (2),  who  is  spoken  more  fully  of  later 
on;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Frank  Plumb,  by 
whom  she  had  three  children — Ethel  and  Virgil 
(both  now  deceased)  and  Verna.  The  parents 
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of  this  family  were  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Trumbull.  Mr.  Tait  enlisted 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  in  Company  D 
(Captain  Hall’s  company),  23d  Conn.  V.  I.,  in 
which  he  served  as  corporal.  Subsequently  he 
was  orderly  sergeant  of  Company  C.  4th  Regi- 
ment Conn.  N.  G.  He  is  now  a member  of  Elias 
Howe,  Jr.,  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Bridgeport. 

William  Franklin  Tait  was  born  October 
27,  1852,  in  Trumbull,  where  at  the  pub- 
lic schools  he  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion, later  attending  a private  academy  at 
Stratford.  On  June  6,  1876,  he  was  married  in 
Huntington,  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Lyman 
Lattin,  of  Huntington,  Litchfield  county,  and  by 
this  union  there  was  one  child,  Mary  Frances, 
born  January  16,  1878.  whose  mother  died  on  the 
third  of  the  following  month.  On  September  26, 
1883,  at  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
William  F.  Tait  wedded  Miss  Laura  Frances 
Morris,  of  Bridgeport,  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  Louise  Morris.  Issue:  Morris  William, 
who  was  born  July  31,  1893,  and  died  July  14, 
1894.  and  Natalie  Crosby,  born  February  13, 
1898,  yet  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tait  are  mem- 
bers of  Olivet  Congregational  Church  at  Bridge- 
port, of  which  he  is  a deacon. 

Andrew  Tait,  junior  member  of  the  firm,  was 
born  September  21.  1866,  in  Trumbull.  In  early 
life  he  attended  the  public  schools  in  Trumbull, 
later  taking  a course  of  study  at  the  Park  Avenue 
Institute  in  Bridgeport.  On  October  9,  1889,  at 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  he  married  Miss  Laura  Wilson, 
who  was  born  April  15,  1868,  and  three  children 
grace  their  union,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth 
are  as  follows:  Eloise  Wilson,  February  24, 
1892  ; Andrew  Clifford,  April  4,  1895;  and 
Grace  Elizabeth,  August  25,  1897.  Mr-  and  Mrs. 
Taitare  membersof  Olivet  Congregational  Church 
at  Bridgeport. 


DANIEL  SMITH  MEAD.  This  venerable  and 
respected  resident  of  Greenwich,  who  is  now 
nearing  his  ninth  decade  with  physical  strength 
and  mental  faculties  well  preserved,  is  a man  who 
does  credit  to  his  hardy  pioneer  ancestry. 
“Smith  Mead,”  as  he  is  generally  called,  has 
never  sought  notoriety,  his  quiet  and  unassuming 
disposition  making  public  life  uncongenial;  but 
he  holds  a high  place  in  the  esteem  of  all  classes 
in  the  community.  His  popularity  is  based  upon 
his  sterling  qualities  of  character,  and  among  the 
traits  which  have  contributed  thereto  is  his  life- 
long habit  of  minding  his  own  business. 

Mr.  Mead  was  born  April  9,  1811,  in  the 
town  of  Greenwich,  where  his  ancestors  were 


early  settlers.  John  Mead  [other  authorities  say 
William],  head  of  the  family,  came  from  Eng- 
land in  1642  [other  authorities  say  1635],  and  his 
son  John,  after  remaining  for  a few  years  in  Mass- 
achusetts and  at  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  located  per- 
manently at  Greenwich,  in  1660.  The  line  of 
descent  is  thus  traced  through  John,  son  of  the 
pioneer,  Ebenezer  (1).  Ebenezer  (2),  Jared,  oar 
subject's  grandfather,  and  Daniel  S.  Mead,  Sr., 
the  father  of  our  subject.  Ebenezer  Mead  (2} 
married  Hannah  Brown,  and  had  twelve  children 
— eleven  sons  and  one  daughter.  Jared  Mead, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  De- 
cember 15,  1738,  the  eleventh  child  and  tenth 
son  of  Ebenezer  (2),  and  his  death  occurred  in 
May,  1832,  when  he  was  ninety-three  years  of 
age.  Throughout  his  life  he  followed  farmingin 
Greenwich  township,  where  he  was  popular  with 
all  classes,  being  familiarly  known  far  and  near 
as  “Uncle  Jared.”  He  married  Lydia  Smith, 
and  had  the  following  children:  Zetta,  Daniel 
S.,  Lydia,  Alma,  Hannah  (who  married  Deacon 
Jonas  Mead),  Jared  and  Alvan. 

Daniel  S.  Mead,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  November  20,  1778,  at  the  old  homestead 
in  Greenwich  township,  where  he  passed  his  life 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  of  medium  size, 
and  was  not  blessed  with  a strong  constitution, 
his  death  occurring  in  1831  at  the  comparatively 
early  age  of  fifty-three  years.  Politically,  he  was 
an  anti-Democrat,  and  as  a citizen  be  was  much 
esteemed  for  his  uprightness  and  integrity.  His 
estimable  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rachel 
Mead,  was  a daughter  of  Joshua  Mead  and  a de- 
scendant of  John  Mead,  the  pioneer.  She  sur- 
vived him  several  years  and  at  her  death  was  in- 
terred beside  him  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Greenwich,  of  which  boft 
had  long  been  active  and  consistent  members. 
Our  subject  was  the  fourth  in  a family  of  nine 
children,  the  others  being  Jared,  who  was  acci- 
dentally killed  while  captain  of  his  vessel,  being 
run  down  by  a steamer  on  North  river;  Edwin, 
who  resides  in  California;  S.  Merwin,  a farmer 
in  Greenwich  township;  Miss  Zetta,  who  is  de- 
ceased; Elizabeth,  who  was  married  (first)  to  0. 
Close,  and  (second)  to  David  B.  Mead;  and  three 
who  died  young. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  near  his  home,  his  first  teacher  being 
Reuben  Holmes,  a well-known  educator  of  that 
day.  He  well  remembers  the  old  building,  fitted 
up  with  rude  slab  seats,  and  has  always  given  his 
hearty  approval  to  any  project  which  would  pro- 
mote the  efficiency  of  the  schools  and  the  com- 
fort of  the  pupils.  As  his  school  days  ended  be- 
fore Greenwich  Academy  was  founded,  his 
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opportunities  were  limited,  but  he  made  the  best 
of  them,  and  an  excellent  memory  has  enabled 
him  to  gain  much  information  through  later 
reading  and  observation.  During  boyhood  he 
became  familiar  with  the  details  of  farm  work  as 
the  eldest  son  of  a busy  farmer,  and  at  twenty 
years  of  age  he  took  charge  of  the  homestead  on 
account  of  his  father’s  death.  In  1832  he  was 
married  in  Greenwich  to  Miss  Huldah  Mead,  who 
was  born  in  that  town  February  5,  1812,  the 
daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Azubah  Mead.  For  a 
few  years  he  continued  to  reside  at  the  old  home 
with  his  widowed  mother,  but  he  then  settled  at 
his  present  farm  on  Greenwich  avenue,  formerly 
called  “Steamboat  road.”  He  has  made  many 
improvements  upon  the  place,  remodeling  the 
house  and  rebuilding  the  barn  twice,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  best  homesteads  in  the  locality.  As 
the  land  lies  chiefly  in  a part  of  Greenwich 
which  has  been  settling  up  rapidly  of  late  years, 
it  has  increased  greatly  in  value,  and  although 
he  has  sold  a large  number  of  building  sites,  he 
still  owns  some  desirable  land  in  the  town. 
Among  the  tracts  which  he  has  disposed  of  is  the 
ground  upon  which  the  new  school  building 
stands.  He  has  always  taken  much  interest  in 
local  affairs,  serving  at  times  in  minor  township 
offices,  and  throughout  his  life  he  has  been  an 
ardent  student  of  national  questions,  having 
never  missed  voting  in  a Presidential  election. 
In  early  years  he  affiliated  with  the  Whig  party, 
but  the  slavery  agitation  led  him  into  the  Re- 
publican party,  of  which  he  has  ever  since  been 
a firm  supporter.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Con- 
gregationalist,  as  most  of  his  relatives  have  been 
from  pioneer  days. 

On  October  27,  1882,  his  beloved  wife  passed 
to  the  unseen  world,  and  her  remains  now  rest 
in  the  Congregational  cemetery  at  Greenwich. 
Their  family  is  one  of  which  any  parents  might 
well  be  proud.  Of  their  ten  children,  the  eldest, 
Ophelia,  married  William  Long,  who  met  a sol- 
dier’s death  during  the  Civil  war;  Esther  A.  is 
the  wife  of  I.  L.  Mead;  Daniel  S.  died  in  Green- 
wich, aged  forty-eight  years;  Oliver  D.  is  a 
farmer  at  Field  Point;  Abraham  died  at  the  age 
of  seven  years;  Anna  H. , who  is  not  married, 
resides  at  the  homestead;  Sarah  H.  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years;  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  is  at 
home,  unmarried;  and  two  died  young. 


EDWARD  j.  COUCH,  a leading  citizen  of 
Ridgefield,  Fairfield  county,  is  a native  of 
the  town  of  Redding,  Conn.,  born  July  17,  1828, 
of  honored  New  England  ancestry. 

The  first  of  the  family  of  whom  we  have 
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record  was  Simon  Couch  (1),  who  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Francis  Andrews,  of  Bankside,  and 
had  children:  Thomas;  Simon  (2);  Samuel; 

Mary,  who  married  John  Grumman;  Martha, 
who  wedded  Abram  Finch;  Sarah;  and  Hannah, 
wife  of  Peter  Coley.  Of  these,  Simon  (2)  married 
Abigail  Sturges,  daughter  of  John  St  urges,  and 
had  children  whose  names  with  dates  of  birth  are 
as  follows:  Abigail.  January  31,  1694;  Thomas, 

June  9,  1695;  Simon,  July  6,  1697;  Hannah, 
August  30,  1699;  Sarah,  March  30,  1706;  Isabelle, 
September  17,  1708;  and  Deborah,  March  30, 
1710.  Of  these, 

Thomas,  great-great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, married  Sarah  Allen,  daughter  of  Gideon 
Allen,  December  7,  1721,  and  had  issue:  Simon, 

who  married  Abigail  Jennings,  daughter  of  Joshua 
Jennings,  born  May  18,  1721;  Thomas,  born  No- 
vember 28,  1725;  Sarah,  born  December  1,  1723, 
and  Ann,  born  17 — . Of  these, 

Thomas,  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
married  February  25.  1750,  Elizabeth  Jessup, 
who  was  born  February  13,  1728.  a daughter  of 
Edward  Jessup,  and  their  children  were  as 
follows:  Thomas,  born  February  12,  1751, 

married  Sarah  Nash,  and  died  March  16,  1817; 
Simon,  born  November  6,  1752;  Sarah,  bom 
March  30,  1754,  was  married  to  Hezekiah  Banks 
October  14,  1772,  and  died  in  1815;  Elizabeth, 
bom  January  23,  1756,  was  married  to  Noah 
Hanford,  and  died  about  the  year  1783;  Gideon, 
who  was  born  September  12,  1757,  was  married 
to  Eleanor  Wakeman,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Horace  Smith,  of  Bridgeport;  Mary, 
baptized  May  15,  1760,  was  married  May  5, 
1784,  to  Moses  Sherwood,  and  died  May  13, 
1824;  Stephen,  born  May  4,  1763,  married  Ann 
Edmond  January  29,  1784,  and  died  April  21, 
1813.  The  last  hamed  went  to  New  Hampshire, 
where  there  are  now  many  of  his  descendants. 
Of  the  above  named  family, 

Simon,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Fairfield  and  moved  to  Redding  in  1776,  on 
January  7 of  which  year  he  married  Eleanor 
Nash,  who  was  born  January  14,  1758,  and  died 
March  5,  1818.  Issue:  Elizabeth,  born  October 
9,  1776,  married  Ozias  Burr,  and  died  in  1834  in 
Worthington,  Ohio;  Jessup,  born  August  3,  1778, 
died  June  30,  1821,  unmarried  (he  was  judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  Ohio  from  1815  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio); 
S.eth,  born  August  31,  1780,  was  married  April 
15,  1806,  to  Sarah  Burr,  and  died  April  30,  1841 
(he  was  identified  with  the  Brooklyn  Basin); 
Eleanor,  born  August  26,  1782,  died  unmarried 
December  8,  1856;  Simon,  born  December  1, 
1784,  died  in  1793;  Nash,  born  April  23,  1787, 
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died  single  March  22,  1835;  Priscilla,  born  June 
2 7,  1790,  married  Edward  Mallory,  and  settled  in 
Worthington,  Ohio,  where  they  both  died;  Ed- 
ward, born  July  14,  1792,  in  Redding,  Conn., 
died  April  16,  1856,  in  Ridgefield;  Simon  Andrew, 
born  December  16,  1794,  was  a physician  in 
Marion,  Ohio;  Caroline,  born  June  22,  1801, 
died  March  8,  1802.  Of  these, 

Edward,  father  of  our  subject,  married  Bet- 
sey Marchant,  who  was  born  May  6,  1805, 
daughter  of  Joel  Marchant,  of  Redding,  Conn., 
and  had  children:  Edward  J.,  sketch  of  whom 
follows;  and  Simon,  born  March  12,  1830,  who 
died  March  11,  1893  (he  was  a silver- plater,  and 
lived  on  the  home  farm  most  of  his  life).  The 
father  was  a lifelong  farmer  and  became  pros- 
perous. 

Edward  J.  Couch,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines,  received  his  education  at  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
commenced  learning  the  trade  of  a hatter,  which 
he  followed  for  several  years  as  a journeyman  in 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  in  Charleston,  S.  C. , where  he 
also  clerked;  this  was  in  1853.  From  there  he 
went  to  St.  Louis,  Mo. , where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  business  of  hatter  some  five  years;  just 
before  the  Civil  war  he  returned  to  Connecticut, 
and  for  some  few  years  followed  his  trade  there, 
when  he  abandoned  it.  Of  late  years  he  has 
been  interested  in  real  estate,  and  by  judicious 
investments  has  acquired  a comfortable  compe- 
tency. He  is  a director  of  the  Ridgefield  Sav- 
ings Bank.  Mr.  Couch  has  traveled  widely, 
covering  in  one  trip  in  1895  10,000  miles  in  the 
United  States.  He  is  much  interested  in  pomol- 
ogy, is  a member  of  the  American  Pomological 
Society,  and  in  the  trip  (some  seventy  members 
forming  the  party),  just  mentioned,  to  California, 
etc.,  in  1895,  the  greatest  hospitality  was  ex- 
tended them.  He  has  given  natural  history 
considerable  study,  and  has  an  excellent  collec- 
tion of  works  on  that  subject,  as  well  as  a very 
large  collection  of  birds,  all  his  own  mounting,  as 
he  is  quite  a skilled  taxidermist. 

On  November  16,  1858,  Mr.  Couch  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Jane  Hawley, 
who  was  born  April  8,  1836,  daughter  of  Eben- 
ezer  Hawley,  of  South  Salem,  N.  Y.,  and  two 
children  have  come  to  them:  Ida  F.,  born  July 
21,  1871,  was  graduated  at  Hackettstown,  N.  J., 
and  also  from  the  Teachers  College  in  New  York 
City,  and  is  now  an  instructor  in  manual  train- 
ing at  Passaic,  N.  J.;  Edward  S.,  born  October 
]6,  1879,  is  attending  school  in  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Couch  in  his  political  preferences  was  a 
Democrat  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of 


the  Rebellion,  since  when  he  has  been  a stanch 
Republican,  and  in  1882  he  served  in  the  State 
Legislature.  In  his  religious  views  he  is  con- 
servative, and  broad  and  liberal  in  matters  per- 
taining thereto.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity.  Public-spirited  at  all  times, 
and  true  to  his  antecedents,  he  has  always  taken 
an  active  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare 
and  prosperity  of  his  adopted  town. 


HENRY  BURR  OGDEN,  a leading  agricult- 

urist  of  the  town  of  Fairfield,  is  a worthy 

representative  of  a family  which  has  long  been 
prominent  in  that  locality.  His  present  home- 
stead in  Banks  South  District  has  been  held  in  the 
family  name  for  three  generations,  and,  aside 
from  its  interesting  associations,  it  is  a valuable 
and  attractive  estate,  Mr.  Ogden  s scientific 
knowledge  and  skill  being  shown  to  good  ad- 
vantage in  its  management. 

Hezekiah  Ogden,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  October  28,  1 775 1 and  died  Janu- 
uary  21,1 844,  leaving  a large  property  and  an 
honorable  name  as  a citizen.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Hulda  Merwin,  was  bom  De- 
cember 1 Si  1 779.  and  died  September  24.  1 ^32- 
Their  family  consisted  of  two  sons  and  four 
daughters,  the  former  being  Horace,  our  subject  s 
father,  and  Hezekiah,  Jr.,  who  followed  farming 
in  Banks  South  District  until  his  death,  some 
years  ago. 

The  late  Horace  Ogden  was  born  October  24, 
1809,  and  was  reared  as  a farmer  boy,  his  educa- 
tion being  obtained  in  the  schools  of  the  d 1st  net. 
In  early  manhood  he  married  Miss  Rachel  A. 
Sturgis,  who  was  born  January  20,  1812,  a 
daughter  of  Wakeman  Sturgis,  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  Weston,  this  county,  and  after  residing 
for  some  time  at  the  Ogden  homestead,  he  boug 
an  adjoining  farm  and  made  his  permanent  home 
there,  building  a new  house.  He  was  a success- 
ful farmer,  and  while  he  met  with  occasions 
losses,  he  left  a comfortable  competence,  main  y 
gained  by  his  own  industry.  Notwithstanding 
some  accidents  at  various  times,  he  enl°y® 
robust  health  during  the  greater  portion  of  1 
life.  His  home  was  his  chief  interest,  nothing  u 
important  business  ever  calling  him  away  iro 
it  for  any  length  of  time.  In  politics  ne 
was  a Republican,  and  although  he  was  neve 
an  office  seeker  he  voted  regularly  in  the  suppo 
of  his  principles.  His  death  occurred  J®1"1®  _ 
20,  1891,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a devout  Pr*-S,y 
terian,  died  March  13,  1890,  their  remains  ei 1 g 
interred  in  the  Oak  Lawn  cemetery  in  Fair 
township.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a lam  y 
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of  three  children;  (2)  Hulda  E.,  born  June  30, 
1844,  married  Franklin  Whitehead,  of  Greens 
Farms,  and  has  one  son,  George  Burr.  (3) 
Mary  E.,  born  July  25,  1849,  married  Willis 
Morehouse  (deceased),  and  now  resides  in  Bridge- 
port. 

Henry  B.  Ogden  was  born  March  30,  1838, 
at  the  old  homestead,  and  in  boyhood  he  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  the  vicinity  for 
some  years.  Walter  Merwin  and  Miss  Meeker  be- 
ing among  his  teachers.  Later  be  pursued  high- 
er branches  of  study  iii  the  academies  at  Greens 
Farms  and  Greenfield  Hill,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  he  taught  for  one  winter,  his  wages 
being  $16  per  month.  He  remained  at  home  un- 
til he  reached  the  age  of  thirty-five  when  he  pur- 
chased ten  acres  from  his  father  and  built  his 
present  dwelling  house.  He  has  prospered,  and 
now  owns  seventy-one  acres  of  choice  land,  en- 
gaging in  the  dairy  business  and  general  agricult- 
ure. As  is  well  known,  farming  has  its  uncer- 
tainties, but  he  succeeds  when  any  one  else  does 
and  when  many  do  not.  He  is  unassuming  in 
manner,  of  a quiet  disposition,  and  his  reputation 
is  of  the  best.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  he  takes  little  interest  in 
the  issues  of  the  day,  and  does  not  even  vote 
regularly. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-five,  November  26,  1873, 
Mr.  Ogden  married  Miss  Amelia  J.  Bradley,  of 
Fairfield  township,  and  one  daughter,  Beatrice, 
has  been  born  to  them;  she  has  just  completed 
five  years’  schooling  at  Greenfield  Hill,  and  she 
is  now  at  home  with  her  parents.  The  family 
attend  the  Church  at  Greenfield  Hill.  Mrs.  Og- 
den was  born  June  25,  1844,  in  Deerfield  Dis- 
trict, Fairfield  township,  a daughter  of  Seth  and 
Amelia  (Burr)  Bradley,  and  in  early  life  she 
taught  school  for  a time,  receiving  $8.00  per 
month,  one  term  $9.00,  and  boarding  herself. 
She  has  one  sister,  Mary  L.,  who  is  the  widow 
of  John  H.  Fanton,  and  a brother,  Thomas,  who 
is  a resident  of  Deerfield  District. 


CARLES  MILLER,  Esq.,  one  of  Stamford’s 
leading  residents,  has  won  an  enviable  repu- 
tation for  ability  and  sound  judgment,  and  while 
his  long  and  useful  life  has  been  free  from  am- 
bitious striving  for  public  notice,  he  has  been 
frequently  called  upon  by  his  fellow-citizens  to 
adjudicate  their  controversies  and  disputes.  For 
about  twelve  years  he  has  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  his  impartiality  and 
keen  insight  into  the  merits  of  his  varied  ques- 
tions which  arise  from  time  to  time  have  shown 
him  to  be  the  ‘ 1 right  man  in  the  right  place.  ” 


Like  many  of  the  successful  men  of  the 
county  and  state,  he  is  descended  from  good 
German  ancestry,  his  thrift  and  industry  being 
strongly  characteristic  of  his  race.  He  was  born 
February  22,  1828,  at  Frankfort -on-the-Main, 
Germany,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  land.  On  completing  his 
course  of  study  he  learned  the  cooper’s  trade 
with  an  uncle,  but  he  never  followed  it  regularly. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  came  to  America, 
locating  first  in  New  York  City,  where  he  con- 
ducted a restaurant  and  hotel  for  many  years. 
In  1872  he  removed  to  Stamford,  making  his 
home  in  Glenbrook  District,  and  he  has  ever 
since  been  prominently  identified  with  the  inter- 
ests of  that  locality,  having  invested  largely  in 
real  estate  there.  Some  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years  ago  he  purchased  the  brick  block  on  Main 
street,  Stamford,  known  as  Miller  Music  Hall. 

In  New  York  City  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Susannah  Koehler,  a native  of  Heidelberg,  Ger- 
many. Of  the  three  children  who  blessed  this 
union  only  one  is  now  living,  Charles  H.,  a resi- 
dent of  Stamford.  In  politics  Mr.  Miller  is  a 
Democrat,  but  casts  his  vote  for  the  one  he 
deems  best  qualified  to  fill  the  office.  He  has 
been  twice  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  State 
Conventions,  both  times  when  Cleveland  was 
nominated,  and  is  still  serving  his  town  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  which  office  he  has  capably  filled 
for  fourteen  years.  Mr.  Miller  is  a self-made 
man  and  enjoys  the  comforts  of  a fine  home  on 
Schlocker  avenue,  Stamford,  which  he  has 
equipped  with  all  modern  improvements  of  his 
own  architecture.  In  1863  he  visited  his  old 
home  in  Germany. 


HRS.  CATHARINE  STURGESS  was  born 
__  __  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  June  27, 
1828,  and  received  her  education  in  the  schools 
of  that  town.  She  married  Bradley  Sturgess,  a 
native  of  Wilton.  His  grandfather  was  a native 
of  England,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when 
yet  a young  man,  and  engaged  in  farming  in 
Westport.  William  Sturgess,  father  of  Bradley 
Sturgess,  was  born  in  Westport,  was  educated 
there  and  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  most  of  his  life.  Politically,  he  was 
a Democrat.  He  married  Miss  Fannie  Beers,  of 
Cranberry  Plain,  by  whom  he  had  the  following 
children:  Martha,  who  married  a Mr.  Gregory; 
Mary  F.,  who  married  Erastus  Roscoe;  Julia  A., 
who  married  Alvan  Roscoe;  Jeanette,  who  mar- 
ried James  Burchard;  and  Bradley,  a sketch  of 
whom  follows. 

Bradley  Sturgess  was  born  in  the  town  of 
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Wilton,  Conn.,  October  31,  1831,  and  obtained 
his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
that  place.  Notwithstanding  he  learned  the 
shoemaker’s  trade,  he  worked  at  it  only  a short 
time,  becoming  instead  assistant  foreman  of  the 
Lock  Manufacturing  Company  of  Norwalk,  Conn. 
When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out  he  was 
drafted,  but  furnished  a substitute.  He  married 
Miss  Catharine  Betts,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
by  whom  he  had  no  children.  Mrs.  Catharine 
Sturgess  has  always  been  connected  with  the 
Episcopal  Church,  has  been  active  in  its  work, 
and  has  been  more  particularly  identified  with  its 
charitable  endeavors — in  short  she  has  devoted 
her  entire  life  to  religious  work. 

Thaddeus  Betts,  great-grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Sturgess,  was  born  in  Wilton,  Conn.,  was  edu- 
cated and  married  there,  and  one  of  his  children, 
Thaddeus  Betts,  Jr.,  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  was 
educated  there  in  the  common  schools,  and  after 
leaving  school  engaged  in  farming,  which  occupa- 
tion he  followed  most  of  his  life.  He  served  his 
country  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He 
married  a Miss  Mead,  by  whom  he  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Zadoc,  who  married  Lucretia 
Arnold;  Nehemiah,  who  remains  single;  Aner; 
Lydia,  who  married  Uriah  Betts;  Rebecca,  who 
married  William  Gregory,  and  Hannah,  who 
married  a Mr.  Northrop. 

Zadoc  Betts,  father  of  the  subject,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Wilton,  and  educated  there  in  the 
common  schools.  From  early  boyhood  he  was 
engaged  in  farming.  The  house  in  which  he  lived 
until  within  a few  years  was  one  of  the  landmarks 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  since  it  was 
burned  down  it  has  been  replaced  by  a modern 
dwelling.  Zadoc  Betts  married  Lucretia  Arnold, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Phebe  (Hayden)  Arnold, 
of  Wilton,  Conn.  Their  children  are  as  follows: 
Sallie,  who  married  John  Renoud;  Eliza,  who 
married  Samuel  Dudley;  Betsey  A.,  who  married 
Thomas  Benedict;  Caroline,  who  married  Giles 
Rockwell;  Catharine,  who  married  Bradley  Stur- 
gess; and  George,  who  married  Susan  Betts. 


JACOB  LE  GRAND  DAUCHY.  One  of  the 
most  prominent  and  influential  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  the  town  of  Ridgefield,  Fairfield 
county,  is  that  of  which  Jacob  L.  Dauchy  is  an 
honored  scion— a family  noted  for  the  patriot- 
ism, enterprise  and  moral  worth  of  its  several 
members. 

The  first  of  the  name  which  appears  in'  the 
annals  of  Ridgefield  was  (1)  Vivas  Dauchy, 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was  born 


in  1707,  and  came  into  the  town  of  Ridgefield 
from  New  Rochelle,  whither  his  ancestors  had 
fled  during  the  religious  persecutions  in  France, 
and  who,  among  other  French  Huguenots,  took 
up  their  residence  in  that  town.  Vivas  came  to 
Ridgefield  about  the  year  1725,  and  first  pur- 
chased land  (according  to  the  town  record)  in 
1729,  near  the  center  of  the  village.  On  No- 
vember 28,  1732,  he  married  Rachel  Wallace, 
born  in  February,  1711,  a daughter  of  James 
Wallace,  of  North  Salem,  and  by  her  had  seven 
children.  She  died  November  20,  1748,  and  for 
his  second  wife  Vivas  Dauchy  wedded,  on  March 
24,  1751,  Hannah  Sherwood,  born  March  7, 
1712,  by  whom  he  had  one  son.  She  died  Sep- 
tember 10,  1754,  and  for  his  third  wife  Mr. 
Dauchy,  in  the  early  part  of  1 7 5 5»  married  Mrs. 
Mary  Keeler  Olmsted,  formerly  of  Milton,  the 
widow  of  Richard  Olmsted,  of  Ridgefield.  By 
this  union  he  had  five  children.  He  died  De- 
cember 16,  1795;  his  widow,  who  was  born  Oc- 
tober 10,  1725,  passed  away  May  22,  1816. 

The  children  born  to  Vivas  Dauchy,  the  im- 
migrant, were  as  follows:  James,  born  Novem- 
ber 30,  1734,  died  in ; Mary  (Folliot),  born 

November  25,  1736,  died  176-;  Vivas,  born  Oc- 
tober 7,  1738,  died  in  the  French  war;  John, 
born  1741,  died  May  13,  1809;  Elizabeth,  born 

1742,  died ; Philip,  born  January  12,  1744> 

died  April  30,  1822;  Nathan,  born  February  9, 
1747,  died  April  14,  1824;  Daniel,  born  January 
23.  1752,  died  July  25,  1807;  Jeremiah,  born 
November  1,  1755,  died  September  20,  1823, 
Thomas,  born  November  5,  1757-  d*ed  Tj  ’ 

Vivas,  born  December  8,  1 7 59,  died  ; Maty 

(Sanford),  born  March  18,  17641  died '!  (jv 

Jacob,  born  March  2.  1768,  died  December 
26,  1857.  , . 

(II)  Jacob  Dauchy,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, married  Lois  Bennett,  who  was  born  Janu- 
ary 10,  1768,  and  died  June  27,  1841.  Issue. 
David,  born  July  18,  1790,  died  September  2, 
1827;  Charles,  born  September  27,  1 791 » die 
June  24,  1833;  Walter,  born  December  31,  1 792» 
died  April  12,  1857;  Josiah,  born  March  17-  1 794- 
died  September  20,  1873;  Philip,  born  Decem- 
ber 20,  1795.  died  August  23,  1839;  Polly  (=an‘ 
ford),  born  November  20,  1797*  died  ^ay  J 
1890.  (Ill)  Jacob,  born  March  21,  1799-  dieQ 
December  12,  1883;  Keeler,  born  January  > 
1801,  died  January  10,  1888;  Rachel,  born  re 
ruary  26,  1803,  died  in  November,  1893;  an_ 
Phoebe,  born  February  28,  1805,  died  July  1 > 
1892.  The  father  of  this  family  was  one  of  the  mow 
prominent  citizens  of  the  town  of  Ridgefie  1 
his  day,  was  a member  of  the  Legislature,  an 
held  various  local  offices  of  responsibility  a 
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trust.  He  was  an  influential  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  to  which  the  entire  family 
have  generally  belonged,  and  he  and  Isaac  Olm- 
sted were  prominent  in  the  F.  & A.M.,  during 
what  is  known  as  the  “dark  period  ” of  that  or- 
ganization in  New  England. 

(III)  Jacob  Dauchy,  father  of  our  subject,  was 

married  September  16,  1821,  to  Eliza  Ann  Os- 
born, of  Norwalk,  Conn.,  born  April  26,  1803, 
and  their  children  were  as  follows:  Mary  Eliza, 

born  November  12,  1822,  died  August  26,  1827; 
Frances  I.,  born  March  26,  1825,  died  August 
25,  1828;  Charles  Osborn,  born  May  1,  1826, 
died  August  16,  1827;  (IV)  Jacob  LeGrand,  born 
March  26,  1828;  Mary  Esther,  born  November 
12,  1829,  died  September  17,  1885,  and  Francis, 
born  June  23,  1834,  died  June  12,  i860.  The 
mother  of  this  family  passed  away  August  23, 
1883,  the  father  on  December  12,  same  year. 
Like  bis  father  before  him,  he  was  one  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  in  Ridgefield,  in  local 
affairs,  holding  many  offices  of  honor  and  trust, 
and  also  served  in  the  Legislature. 

(IV)  Jacob  LeGrand  Dauchy,  the  subject 
proper  of  this  memoir,  was  born  and  reared  in 
the  town  of  Ridgefield,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  up  to  the  age  of 
seventeen.  He  then  commenced  an  apprentice- 
ship to  the  hat-making  business,  which  he  com- 
pleted when  twenty-one  years  old,  serving  his 
time  in  part  with  Jones,  Slosson  & Co.,  of  Ridge- 
field, in  part  with  Charles  Benedict,  of  Danbury, 
Conn.  For  several  years  thereafter  he  worked 
as  a journeyman  hatter  in  most  of  the  factories 
around  his  native  place,  but  chiefly  in  Norwalk, 
being  employed  during  his  last  year  or  so  at  the 
business  in  making  ladies’  napped  hats.  In  1861 
he  enlisted,  under  the  300,000-call  for  three- 
years’  men,  in  Company  A,  1 1 th  Connecticut 
Regiment,  and  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. In  1863  he  re-enlisted  for  three  years,  or 
■during  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  in  Sep- 
tember, 1865.  He  participated  in  most  of  the 
principal  engagements  in  that  struggle,  and 
proved  himself  a brave  and  patriotic  soldier. 

On  May  21,  1848,  Mr.  Dauchy  was  married 
to  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Smith,  and  they 
have  had  three  children,  of  whom  but  one  son, 
William,  is  living.  Mr.  Dauchy  in  politics  was 
originally  a Whig,  and  since  the  organization  of 
the  party  has  been  a stanch  Republican,  actively 
interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  party.  He  has 
held  various  offices  of  his  town,  in  1881  repre- 
sented his  township  in  the  State  Legislature,  and 
at  the  present  time  is  assessor.  In  religious  faith 
he  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Ridge- 
field; socially, he  is  affiliated  with  the  F.  & A.  M., 


Jerusalem  Lodge  No.  46,  of  which  he  is  past 
master,  and  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
G.  A.  R.,  holding  membership  with  Nelson 
White  Post,  at  Danbury. 


LOREN  T.  DAY,  M.  Dm  a physician  and  sur- 

1 geon  of  ability  and  skill,  located  in  the  town 

of  Westport,  Fairfield  county,  is  of  the  fifth  gen- 
eration of  the  Day  family  in  this  county,  and  has 
descended  from  Revolutionary  stock  in  both  ma- 
ternal and  paternal  lines. 

The  line  of  descent  is  Martin,  Absalom,  Ab- 
salom George,  John  L.,  Loren  T.  Martin  Day, 
who  was  an  Englishman,  came  from  England  to 
America,  and  died  at  Chatham,  N.  J.,  where  he 
had  located  and  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits. Absalom  Day,  who  was  a clergyman,  died 
at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  in  1843.  He  bad  married 
Bettie  Smith,  of  Norwalk,  and  there  reared  a 
large  family  of  children.  Absalom  George  Day 
was  a potter  by  trade  and  carried  on  that  busi- 
ness at  Norwalk.  He  married  Mary  Ann  Fitch, 
and  they  had  a numerous  family  of  children, 
among  whom  was  John  L.  Day,  the  father  of  the 
Doctor.  Absalom  George  Day  was  born  at  Nor- 
walk, Conn.,  in  1 796,  and  died  there.  He  was  a 
man  of  quiet,  unassuming  manners,  and  of  good 
business  ability.  John  L.  Day  was  reared  and 
received  his  education  at  Norwalk.  He  marrited 
Jane  Ann  Lewis,  of  Stepney,  Conn.,  a daughter 
of  Charles  H.  and  Sally  (Wayland)  Lewis,  of  that 
place.  After  marriage  John  L.  Day  and  wife  lo- 
cated in  Bridgeport,  where  they  reared  their  only 
child.  The  father  was  a prominent  citizen  of 
that  city,  engaged  in  the  fancy  dry-goods  busi- 
ness. In  his  political  views  he  was  a Republican, 
and  in  religious  faith  both  himself  and  wife  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  died  in  1864,  respected  by  the  community  at 
large.  The  widow  still  survives. 

Sally  Wayland,  the  grandmother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a daughter  of  David  and  Ann  (Sherman) 
Wayland,  both  natives  of  Stepney,  Conn.  David 
Wayland  was  the  son  of  James  and  Hannah 
(Beach)  Wayland.  James  participated  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution. 

Dr.  Loren  T.  Day  was  born  August  1 1,  i860, 
at  Bridgeport,  Conn.  When  four  years  old  he  was 
taken  to  Waterbury,  Conn.,  and  there  attended 
the  public  school  until  fourteen  years  of  age. 
Then  he  returned  to  Bridgeport  and  attended  the 
Military  Academy  there  until  1876,  when  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  and  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Robert  Lauder.  He  re- 
mained with  Dr.  Lauder  for  about  one  and  one- 
half  years,  then  entered  the  medical  department 
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of  Yale  College,  graduating  with  the  class  of  ’8o. 
He  took  a post-graduate  course  in  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York.  During 
the  winter  of  1 88 1 he  was  one  of  the  late  Prof. 
O.  C.  Marsh’s  assistants  in  Peabody  Museum, 
at  Yale  University,  engaged  in  palaeontological 
work.  During  this  time  he  published  several 
articles  on  scientific  subjects — one,  a monograph 
on  the  Odontomyia,  being  published  in  the 
“Proceedings  of  the  Philadelphia  Academy  of 
Sciences.”  In  1882  he  entered  the  New  Haven 
fCocn.)  Hospital,  and  in  1883  he  located  in 
Westport,  Conn.,  where  he  has  since  been  act- 
ively engaged  in  practice.  Thoroughly  prepared 
for  his  profession,  of  studious  habits,  affable  and 
courteous,  he  soon  grew  into  favor,  and  is  hav- 
ing a successful  career.  His  talents  and  ability 
as  a physician  are  recognized  in  the  community 
and  county  where  his  influence  is  felt.  Socially 
the  Doctor  and  family  are  interested  in  various 
lines.  He  is  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  a 
member  of  Temple  Lodge  No.  65,  F.  & A.  M.  , 
of  Westport,  holding  in  the  same  the  office  of  re- 
cording secretary;  he  also  is  a member  of  Clinton 
Commandery  and  of  Pyramid  Temple,  A.  A.  O. 
N.  M..S.  He  is  identified  with  the  Episcopal 
Church  at  Westport.  In  politics  he  is  an  Inde- 
pendent, and  is  at  this  time  secretary  of  the 
school  board.  Doctor  Day  takes  great  interest 
in  historical  matters,  and  is  vice-president  of  the 
Saugatuck  Historical  Society.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  being  one  of  that 
society’s  board  of  managers.  He  is  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Bridgeport  Medical  Society,  a 
■member  of  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  and 
of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

On  May  31,  1883,  Doctor  Day  was  married 
to  Frances  D.  Stevens,  of  New  Haven,  Conn., 
and  the  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child, 
Dorothy.  Mrs.  Day  is  the  daughter  of  Robert 
Stevens  and  Adelia  A.  (Youngs)  Stevens,  natives 
qi  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  Long  Island,  N.  Y., 
respectively. 


THOMAS  A.  MEAD,  a prominent  young 
business  man  of  Greenwich,  is  winning  for 
himself  a high  standing  in  financial  circles  by 
his  efficient  service  in  the  responsible  post  of 
teller  for  the  Greenwich  Loan  & Deposit  Com- 
pany, and  he  also  represents  two  leading  insur- 
ance companies,  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company  of  New  York,  and  the  Aitna  Accident 
Insurance  Company  of  Hartford.  While  he  is 
most  unassuming  in  manner,  he  has  shown  him- 
self equal  to  every  duty  connected  with  these 


important  interests,  and  his  fellow-citizens,  re- 
cognizing his  ability,  have  twice  chosen  him  to 
the  office  of  township  auditor,  in  which  he  is 
still  serving. 

Mr.  Mead  was  born  September  30, 1870,  in 
the  town  of  Greenwich,  where  his  family  has 
been  prominent  from  pioneer  times.  He  is  a 
son  of  Seaman  and  Sarah  E.  Mead,  and  grand- 
son of  Col.  Thomas  A.  Mead,  who  was  one  of 
the  ablest  and  most  popular  citizens  of  this 
county  in  his  day.  As  a representative  of  the 
ninth  generation  of  the'  Mead  family,  our  subject 
traces  his  descent  as  follows  from  John  Mead 
[other  authorities  say  William],  the  pioneer 
through  John,  son  of  the  pioneer,  Ebenezer  (1), 
Ebenezer  (2),  Amos,  a well-known  physician  of 
the  olden  times,  Col.  Thomas  A.,  and  Seaman 
Mead,  our  subject’s  father,  of  .whom  a biograph- 
ical sketch  appears  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Mead’s  education  was  obtained  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  an  early  age 
he  began  to  display  marked  interest  and  ability  in 
business  lines.  While  a mere  boy  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Frederick  Mead  & Co.,  of  New 
York  City,  the  establishment  being  located  at 
No.  138  Pearl  street,  and  he  continued  there 
until  March,  1889,  when  he  accepted  a position  in 
the  offices  of  the  Greenwich  Loan  & Deposit  Com- 
pany. Since  first  entering  the  institution  he  has 
been  gradually  advanced,  and  the  able  discharge 
of  his  present  duties  would  seem  to  promise  still 
greater  things  for  his  future.  Steady  and  relia- 
ble, he  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
all  who  know  him,  and  he  is  deservedly  popular 
among  a large  circle  of  acquaintances  and  friends. 
He  has  always  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party  politically,  and  in  1 894-95-96-97-98  he 
was  elected  on  that  ticket  to  his  present  post  of 
auditor.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Amog- 
erone  Fire  Company,  and  takes  keen  interest  in 
athletics,  giving  his  support  to  various  move- 
ments of  that  kind.  Among  the  societies  in 
which  he  holds  membership  are  the  Indian  Har- 
bor Yacht  Club  and  the  Putnam  Athletic  Asso- 
ciation, and  he  and  his  accomplished  wife  are 
leaders  in  the  best  social  life  of  the  locality.  In 
1894  Mr.  Mead  married  Miss  May  B.  Hoy®* 
daughter  of  Charles  A.  Roys,  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  and  they  occupy  a pleasant  home  on  West 
Putnam  avenue,  Greenwich,  built  by  our  subject 
and  completed  in  February,  1895. 


©EORGE  F.  DASKAM  (deceased).  Few  busi- 
ness men  have  enjoyed  to  a greater  degree 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  their  fellow-citizens 
than  did  this  well-known  resident  of  Norwalk. 
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His  honorable  career  as  a soldier  during  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion  indicates  his  patriotism  and 
courage,  and  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war  he  was 
ever  ready  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  an  American 
citizen. 

Mr.  Daskam  was  a native  of  Norwalk,  and 
his  parents,  William  and  Ruah  (Boalt)  Daskam, 
were  both  descended  from  early  settlers  of  that 
locality.  After  receiving  an  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  town  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  which  he  continued  successfully  through- 
out his  active  years.  In  the  early  days  of  the 
Civil  war  he  went  to  the  front  as  a private  in 
the  2nd  Connecticut'  Light  Artillery,  enlisting  at 
Bridgeport,  this  county,  and  served  three  years. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  Norwalk  December  28, 
1877,  his  death  causing  deep  grief  among  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  Socially,  he  was  promi- 
nent, and  he  was  one  of  the  leading  Freemasons 
of  the  State,  having  attained  the  33rd  degree, 
while  at  one  time  he  held  the  rank  of  Grand 
Master  in  that  body.  He  was  a descendant  of 
Capt.  William  Daskam,  who  served  with  La- 
Fayette  during  the  Revolution,  and  received  his 
discharge  from  Washington  himself.  He  also 
commanded  a company  during  the  war  of  1812, 
and  was  granted  a pension  for  his  services. 

In  1856  Mr.  Daskam  married  Miss  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Finch,  who  survives  him  with  one 
daughter.  Miss  Georgia  Frederika  Daskam.  They 
now  reside  at  Darien,  where  they  have  a comfort- 
able home,  showing  every  evidence  of  refine- 
ment and  taste  in  its  occupants.  Both  ladies 
take  great  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  they  are  members.  Mrs.  Das- 
kam is  a daughter  of  Curtis  and  Catherine  Sands 
Gray  Finch,  who  were  both  related  to  some  of 
the  oldest  families  of  this  State.  The  Finch  fam- 
ily came  from  England.  On  the  maternal  side, 
Mrs.  Daskam  is  also  connected  with  the  Selleck 
family,  which  originated  in  England;  and  whose 
coat  of  arms  shows  an  ancient  lineage.  The  an- 
cestors of  the  Selleck  family  came  to  Connecticut 
in  1640,  and  purchased  property  from  the  Indians 
which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  some  of  their 
descendants.  She  has  one  brother,  William  H. 
Finch,  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  and  a sister, 
Mrs.  George  A.  Ferguson,  of  Darien,  Connec- 
ticut. 


JOSEPH  HERMANN  SCHULDICE,  whose 
sudden  and  lamented  death  in  the  very  prime 
of  life  occurred  on  the  last  day  of  the  year 
1894,  was  one  of  the  most  valued  and  influential 
men  of  Danbury. 

A native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  he  was  born 


March  19,  1852,  a son  of  Michael  and  Mary 
Schuldice,  and  while  he  was  a boy  the  family 
came  to  the  United  States,  taking  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Danbury,  Conn.  The  son  at  an  early 
age  left  school  to  become  an  apprentice  to  the 
hatter’s  trade.  In  1875  he  formed  a partnership 
in  the  hat-manufacturing  business  with  William 
Beckerle,  Charles  H.  Peix  and  Thomas  F.  Fay, 
the  style  of  the  firm  being  Beckerle  & Co.,  and 
they  commenced  in  a comparatively  limited  way, 
in  what  was  then  known  as  the  old  comb  shop, 
employing  at  first  but  a few  hands.  By  perse- 
verance and  industry  they  widened  the  business 
steadily  from  year  to  year,  until  at  the  time  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  Schuldice  it  had  become  one  of 
the  most  extensive  hat  manufacturing  concerns 
in  the  district,  occupying  two  large  factories  and 
giving  employment  to  several  hundred  hands. 
Danbury  attained  its  present  growth  solely 
through  the  development  of  the  hat-manufactur- 
ing business,  and  this  industry  is  the  keystone  of 
its  prosperity.  Mr.  Schuldice  did  a great  deal 
toward  building  up  and  firmly  establishing  the 
industry  in  Danbury,  and  in  this  way  he  had  a 
material  share  in  the  development  and  growth  of 
the  city. 

In  1873  Mr.  Schuldice  was  married  to  Miss 
Anna  T.  McConnell,  of  Danbury.  Of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  Jennie,  Mayla,  Anna,  Flora, 
Sara,  Joseph  Hermann  and  Bertha  are  now  liv- 
ing. The  family  have  their  home  at  No.  1 1 2 
Liberty  street,  Danbury,  in  the  house  which 
was  built  by  Mr.  Schuldice  some  fifteen  years 
before  he  died.  He  was  a great  lover  of 
flowers,  and  he  made  the  grounds  surround- 
ing his  handsome  residence  one  of  the  most 
attractive  spots  in  the  city.  As  has  been 
said  above,  he  died  on  the  last  day  of  December, 

1 894,  after  a brief  illness.  On  Christmas  Day  he 
was  apparently  in  the  best  of  health,  but  the  fol- 
lowing day  he  was  taken  seriously  ill,  and  he  died 
after  a few  days  of  patient  suffering.  His  death 
was  a severe  shock,  not  only  to  his  family,  but  to 
the  community  at  large.  In  the  circle  of  his 
much-loved  home  he  was  a kind  and  affectionate 
husband  and  loving  father.  In  Danbury,  where 
he  had  passed  his  entire  life  from  childhood,  he 
was  recognized  as  a man  of  strict  integrity, 
tender-hearted  sympathy  and  great  benevolence. 
He  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  those  sterling 
attributes  that  win  and  retain  friends.  His  bene- 
factions were  extensive  and  unostentatious.  The 
financial  success  he  attained  was  as  much  for  the 
good  of  others  as  for  himself,  for  to  his  less  for- 
tunate fellowmen  his  purse  was  always'  open. 
He  was  closely  identified  with  the  best  interests 
of  Danbury,  and  he  accomplished  more  good  for 
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the  city  than  will  ever  be  known.  In  his  busi- 
ness dealings  he  was  honorable  and  honored,  and 
in  business  affairs  his  well-known  success  attests 
his  wisdom  and  integrity.  In  the  business  circles 
of  Danbury  his  influence  was  always  for  the  best. 
Socially,  he  was  a true  friend,  a willing  adviser, 
a benefactor  and  a Christian.  His  worth  as  a 
citizen  and  benefactor  was  probably  more  realized 
in  his  connection  with  the  Danbury  Hospital, 
one  of  the  leading  charitable  institutions  of  the 
State,  than  in  any  other  capacity.  In  1886  he 
was  elected  a director  of  the  hospital,  and 
served  upon  the  building  committee,  in  whose 
charge  was  placed  the  planning  and  construction 
of  the  present  hospital  building.  His  active 
work  on  this  committee  showed  that  his  heart 
was  in  the  cause  of  charity,  and  from  that  time 
on  the  hospital  was  one  of  the  chief  objects  of 
his  attention.  In  1 890  he  was  chosen  president, 
which  office  he  held  until  his  death.  At  the  time 
of  his  decease  it  was  said  with  truth  that  the 
hospital  had  lost  its  best  friend.  To  his  liberal- 
ity, both  in  money  and  time,  and  to  his  kindly 
constant  thought,  the  institution  is  more  indebted 
than  is  generally  known,  except  perhaps  to  his 
fellow- workers  in  the  charity.  Mr.  Schuldice 
was  also  a director  in  the  National  Pahquioque 
Bank.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  but  he 
never  held  or  aspired  to  office. 


SALOMON  STODDARD  MEAD.  One  of 
) the  principal  charms  of  foreign  travel  is  found 
in  the  opportunity  to  visit  localities  made  sacred 
by  past  associations,  many  . a spot  which  is  by 
no  means  noted  for  its  beauty  being  invested 
with  world-wide  interest  because  it  furnishes  a 
link  between  our  day  and  some  historic  period 
or  personage.  America,  despite  the  beauty  of 
her  scenery,  lacks  the  atmosphere  of  age  which 
allures  the  thoughtful  tourist,  but  it  is  gratifying 
to  observe  that  our  best  citizens  value  our  he- 
roic though  brief  past,  and  are  already  taking 
steps  to  preserve  unchanged  such  relics  as  have 
come  to  us  from  the  earlier  times.  Within  the 
limits  of  Fairfield  county  are  many  places  to 
which  advancing  years  will  attach  more  and 
more  interest,  the  old  Colonial  residences  in  va- 
rious localities  being  especially  worthy  of  note. 

The  old  Mead  homestead,  a beautiful  estate 
in  north  Greenwich,  now  occupied  by  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  has  one  of  these  old  build- 
ings which  has  recently  been  repaired  in  a sub- 
stantial manner,  no  expense  having  been  spared 
to  preserve  it  intact.  As  an  instance  of  the 
faithfulness  which  has  characterized  the  Work  in 
every  detail  we  may  mention  the  fact  that  the 


original  nails  were  re-sharpened  and  used  at  a 
cost  of  seventy-two  cents  per  pound,  although 
new  ones  could  have  been  bought  for  three  cents 
per  pound.  The  old  fireplaces  are  retained, 
and  while  various  modern  conveniences  have 
been  introduced  the  house  looks  exactly  as  it 
did  when  its  occupants  were  loyal  subjects  of  the 
King  of  England,  even  the  small  diamond-shaped 
peep-hole  above  the  outer  door  remaining  to 
give  evidence  of  the  dangers  which  made  our 
forefathers  wary  and  watchful.  A well  on  the 
estate  has  supplied  a continuous  flow  of  soft 
spring  water  since  a period  long  previous  to  the 
Revolutionary  war.  The  land,  which  is  high  and 
well  drained,  is  admirably  adapted  for  use  as  a 
stock  farm,  and  since  1728,  when  it  was  first 
taken  for  a homestead  by  Benjamin  Mead, 
Senior,  an  ancestor  of  our  subject,  the  various 
members  of  the  family  who  have  had  it  in  charge 
have  been  chiefly  engaged  in  that  business. 
There  are  twenty  buildings  on  the  farm,  consist- 
ing of  a dwelling  house,  barns,  wagon  houses, 
stables,  blacksmith  shop,  carpenter  shop,  and 
lately  a new  wagon  house  has  been  erected  which 
measures  24  x 130  feet.  The  stables  are  first- 
classin  every  particular,  affording  accommodations 
for  one  hundred  horses,  and  they  are  equipped 
with  a perfect  system  of  drainage  and  ventila- 
tion. On  a hill  two  hundred  feet  north  of  the 
farm  buildings,  forty  feet  high,  a large  water 
tower  has  been  recently  built  standing  fifty-six 
feet  high  with  a reservoir  on  top  holding  7-5°° 
gallons  of  water,  pumped  from  a well  in  the  road 
by  a Delamater  hot-air  engine.  In  addition  to 
this  supply  of  water  there  are  eight  hydrants  on 
the  premises  for  use  in  case  of  fire,  and  over  five 
hundred  feet  of  hose  is  kept  in  a convenient  place 
in  boxes  adjoining  each  hydrant,  made  especially 
for  the  hose.  Since  1873  Mr.  Mead  has  given 
especial  attention  to  boarding  horses,  colts,  and 
stock  of  all  kinds  the  year  round,  and  he  person- 
ally superintends  every  department  of  his  exten- 
sive enterprise.  Ten  men  are  employed  to  carry 
out  his  instructions,  and  these  are  comfortably 
housed  in  apartments  above  the  carpenter  shop, 
the  rooms  being  neatly  finished  in  natural  wood, 
and  amply  supplied  with  drawers  and  closets. 
Mr.  Mead  buys  his  hay  and  feed  by  the  car  loa  , 
a five-ton  scale  on  the  premises  giving  facilities 
for  weighing,  and  he  always  has  a large  amoun 
of  live  stock  on  his  hands,  some  of  his  boarders 
being  superannuated  pets  whose  wealthy  owners 
are  making  their  last  days  as  pleasant  as 
possible.  His  customers  include  some  of  t e 
best  known  citizens  of  the  metropolis,  and  some 
of  the  most  noted  horses  in  the  country  have  en 
joyed  his  care  and  attention. 
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Mr.  Mead  was  born  at  the  homestead  Febru- 
ary 27,  1826,  the  son  of  Obadiah  and  Alla  Mead. 
He  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  families,  being  a 
descendant  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines 
from  William  Mead  [other  authorities  say  John], 
who  came  to  America  in  1635  [other  authorities 
say  about  1642]  from  Greenwich.  County  of 
Kent,  England,  with  a brother  Joseph.  The 
latter  went  to  Virginia,  but  William  [or  John] 
located  first  in  Massachusetts,  and  afterward  re- 
sided for  a time  at  Hempstead,  Long  Island, 
whence  he  came  in  1660  to  this  county  with  his 
two  sons,  John  and  Joseph,  who  settled  in  the 
town  of  Greenwich.  Soon  afterward  a purchase 
of  land  was  made  from  Richard  Crab  and  others, 
the  deeds  being  made  out  in  the  name  of  John. 
Joseph  Mead  died  May  3.  1690,  John  on  Febru- 
ary 5.  1699. 

John  Mead  (above)  became  one  of  the 
"twenty-seven  proprietors  of  1672,”  who  pur- 
chased in  that  year  from  the  Indians  a large 
tract  of  land,  it  being  a common  method  in 
those  days  to  appoint  commissioners,  to  effect 
such  purchases.  This  tract,  then  known  as 
Miosehassehy  (meaning  Horseneck),  has  long 
been  familiarly  called  by  the  Anglicized  form  of 
the  name,  and  it  included  the  present  homestead 
of  our  subject.  John  Mead  married  a Miss 
Potter,  whose  father  afterward  became  the  owner 
of  Shippan  Point,  and  through  this  marriage  he 
gained  considerable  property.  He  died  in  1696, 
leaving  the  following  children:  John,  Joseph, 

Jonathan,  Ebenezer  (paternal  ancestor  of  our 
subject),  David,  Benjamin,  Nathaniel,  Samruel, 
Susannah,  Abigail  and  Mary. 

Benjamin  Mead,  known  as  Benjamin,  Sr., 
from  whom  our  subject  is  descended  through  his 
grandmother,  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  settle 
at  the  present  homestead,  which  he  deeded  to 
his  son,  Benjamin,  Jr.,  on  July  6,  1770,  with  some 
other  lands.  In  his  last  will  and  testament,  dated 
December  19,  1784,  the  following  words  occur: 
“The  residue  of  my  estate,  real,  personal  and 
mixed,  I give  unto  my  eldest  son,  Benjamin,  Jr., 
and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns.  ” Benjamin  Mead, 
Jr.,  was  born  in  1735,  and  died  March  5,  1815, 
and  his  entire  life  was  passed  at  the  homestead. 
He  was  a prominent  citizen  in  his  day,  serving  in 
various  township  offices,  and  he  acted  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  many  years.  His  remains  now 
rest  in  a cemetery  on  the  farm  in  North  Green- 
wich. He  married  Martha  Ferris,  and  they  had 
five  children:  Annie,  who  first  married  David 

Mead  and  afterward  became  the  wife  of  James 
Bailey,  of  circus  notoriety  ; Theodosia,  our  sub- 
ject's grandmother,  who  married  Edmund  Mead, 
and  is  mentioned  again  below;  Obadiah,  a Revo- 


lutionary soldier,  who  was  killed  at  the  home- 
stead by  British  soldiers  during  that  war;  Mary, 
who  married  Samuel  Peck,  of  Clapboard  Ridge, 
Conn.;  and  Phoebe,  who  married  Jehiel  Mftd. 
Among  the  most- prized  heirlooms  in  our  subject’s 
possession  is  the  jacket  worn  by  Obadiah  Mead 
when  shot  to  death  on  his  farm.  The  garment 
is  falling  to  pieces  from  age,  but  the  bullet-holes 
can  still  be  found  at  various  places,  and  the 
bloodstains  are  also  plainly  to  be  seen. 

Ebenezer  Mead  (1)  married  Sarah  Knapp,  of 
Stamford,  and  had  children  as  follows:  Ebenezer, 
Caleb,  Sarah,  Hannah,  Jabez,  David,  Abigail, 
Susannah  and  Jemima. 

Ebenezer  Mead  (2)  married  Hannah  Brown, 
of  Rye,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  twelve  children: 
Ebenezer,  Silas,  Abram  (1),  Jonas,  Solomon, 
Deliverance.  Amos,  Edmund,  Hannah,  Jabez, 
Jared  and  Abram. 

Jonas  Mead,  our  subject’s  paternal  great- 
grandfather, was  born  December  25,  1725,  at  In- 
dian Field,  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  and  died 
there  September  14,  1785.  For  many  years  he 
was  a deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Greenwich.  By  his  first  wife,  Sarah  Ferris,  he 
had  two  sons,  Solomon  and  Edmund,  and  by  his 
second,  Sarah  Howe,  he  had  three,  Noah,  Mark 
and  J onas. 

Edmund  Mead,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a merchant  in  New  York  City,  and  while 
on  a trip  to  the  West  Indies,  about  179-,  all 
trace  of  him  was  lost,  and  the  vessel  he  sailed 
on,  the  “Sally,”  was  never  heard  from.  His 
wife,  Theodosia  Mead,  to  whom  he  was  married 
on  February  15,  1776,  was  born  August  2,  1756, 
the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Mead,  Jr.,  mentioned 
above.  Their  children  were  Edmund,  Jr.,  born 
in  May,  1 777,  died  April  28,  1778;  Solomon, 
born  April  28,  1778,  died  of  yellow  fever,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1798,  at  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Zenas  Mead  Peck,  of  Clapboard  Ridge,  Green- 
wich; Benjamin,  born  April  24,  1780,  died  De- 
cember 10.  i860,  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  while  attend- 
ing prayer  meeting  in  the  Market  Street  Methodist 
Church;  Sarah,  born  August  22,  1782,  married 
Benjamin  Mead,  of  Golden’s  Bridge,  N.  Y. ; Oba- 
diah, our  subject's  father,  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below;  Mary,  born  June  1,  1787,  married 
Judge  Aaron  Reed,  of  Bedford,  N.  Y. ; Ralph, 
born  April  24,  1789,  was  run  over  by  a carriage, 
July  23,  1866,  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  avenue  and 
Thirty-fourth  street,  New  York  City,  while  on  his 
way  to  visit  Central  Park,  and  died  from  his  in- 
juries; Staats  Morris,  born  April  23,  1791,  died 
January  17,  1863,  at  Naples,  Italy,  while  resid- 
ing there  temporarily,  his  death,  which  was  in- 
stantaneous, being  caused  by  heart  failure;  Maria, 
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born  March  15,  1793,  was  drowned  when  four- 
teen months  old;  Brockholst  L.  (1),  born  August 
8,  1795,  died  in  New  York  City  in  1796;  Brock- 
hoist  L.  (2),  born  August  3,  1797,  died  June  21, 
1874,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Amos  Sacket,  One  Hundred  Twenty-fifth 
street,  New  York  City.  After  the  mysterious 
death  of  the  father  of  this  family  the  mother  re- 
turned to  the  homestead  of  her  father,  Benjamin 
Mead,  Jr.,  who  afterward  adopted  her  son  Oba- 
diah,  to  whom  he  gave  the  farm.  Her  other  sons 
went  to  New  York  City,  where  they  became 
wealthy  business  men. 

Hon.  Obadiah  Mead,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  March  10,  1785,  at  a residence  in 
Cherry  street.  New  York  City,  where  he  lived 
until  the  removal  of  the  family  to  North  Green- 
wich. In  1793,  when  the  dwelling  now  occupied 
by  our  subject  was  erected,  Obadiah,  then  a boy 
of  eight  years,  rode  the  horses  that  dragged  the 
logs  from  the  woods  for  the  structure.  He  be- 
came one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  locality,  and 
for  more  than  half  a century  he  served  as  a dea- 
con in  the  Congregational  Church,  of  North 
Greenwich.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  and 
later  a Republican,  and  he  held  several  important 
offices,  including  that  of  representative  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years.  Although  he  attained  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-three  years,  he  was  remarkably 
well  preserved,  retaining  his  faculties  to  the  last. 
His  death  occurred  February  20,  1878,  and  he 
was  interred  in  the  family  lot  in  the  North  Green-, 
wich  Church  cemetery.  He  came  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  homestead  April  30,  1806,  through 
a deed  from  his  grandfather,  Benjamin  Mead, 
Jr.,  who  conveyed  him  ten  acres  that  he  might 
be  qualified  to  vote.  In  1815,  his  grandfather, 
after  making  certain  bequests  in  his  will  to  his 
wife  and  daughters,  gave  “ all  the  rest  and  re- 
sidue ” of  his  estate  “ not  before  disposed  of  to 
Obadiah  Mead,  his  heirs  and  assigns.” 

On  June  22,  1809,  Obadiah  Mead  married 
his  first  wife.  Ruth  Hibbard,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1786,  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Hib- 
bard, a Revolutionary  soldier.  She  died  in  1822, 
and  was  buried  in  North  Greenwich  Church  cem- 
etery, and  on  May  29,  1823,  he  married  Miss 
Alla  Mead,  who  was  born  June  22,  1798,  in 
North  Greenwich,  and  died  June  23,  1880.  She 
was  a daughter  of  Darius  and  Hannah  (Peck) 
Mead,  and  was  of  the  seventh  generation  from 
John  Mead,  the  pioneer,  the  line  of  descent  being 
traced  through  John  (2);  Benjamin,  the  fifth  son 
of  John  (2);  Eliphalet  (1),  born  1708,  died  1796; 
Eliphalet  (2),  born  1738,  died  1808;  and  Darius 
Mead,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject. 


Solomon  S.  was  the  only  child  of  the  second  mar- 
riage, but  there  were  three  by  the  first  union,  as 
follows:  Benjamin,  born  February  4,  1811,  mar- 
ried September  16,  1835,  to  Hannah  M.  Mead, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Jonas  Mead,  of  Indian  Field, 
and  died  in  Rye,  N.  Y.,  July  24,  1 89 1 ; Mary  Ann, 
born  September  8,- 1814,  was  married  March  22, 
1839,  to  George  Sullivan',  and  her  death  oc- 
curred at  the  homestead  March  14,  1847;  Theo- 
dosia, born  March  22,  1819,  . was  married 

November  26,  1839,  to  Isaac  Knapp,  of  Round 
Hill,  now  deceased,  and  she  resides  at  present 
at  East  Berlin,  Connecticut. 

During  his  youth  Solomon  S.  Mead  attended 
the  district  school  near  his  home  and  the  acad- 
emy at  Greenwich,  while  he  secured  at  the  same 
time  a practical  knowledge  of  farming  under  his 
father’s  direction.  In  1848  he  succeeded  to  the 
latter’s  business  as  a stock  farmer,  and  later  be 
became  the  owner  of  the  estate  through  his 
father’s  will.  In  May,  1896,  he  sold  the  place 
to  Dr.  F.  E.  Hyde,  of  West  53rd  street,  New 
York,  a wealthy  man  who  wished  to  purchase  it, 
not  only  on  account  of  its  charming  location 
but  because  his  mother  had  many  pleasant  mem- 
ories of  the  farm  where  she  had  spent  consider- 
able time  in  her  girlhood;  she  was  a daughter  of 
Ralph  Mead,  brother  of  Obadiah.  Mr.  Mead 
will  retain  possession  of  the  farm  for  himself  or 
heirs  until  May  20,  1911,  and  he  continues  bis 
oversight  and  management  as  of  old.  Although 
now  past  the  limit  of  threescore  and  ten  years 
he  is  hale  and  hearty,  and  his  conversation 
shows  a keen  and  well-stored  mind.  He  is 
generous  to  a fault,  a most  hospitable  enter- 
tainer, and  his  home  has  always  been  the  center 
for  a pleasant  social  life.  Politically,  he  is  a Re- 
publican of  Whig  antecedents,  and  while  be  has 
not  craved  official  honors  he  once  served  as  con- 
stable. He  and  his  family  are  identified  with 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Quaker  Ridge,  in 
the  work  of  which  he  is  prominent,  and  he  is  at 
present  the  oldest  member  of  the  congregation. 
Mrs.  Mead  is  a birthright  Quaker,  her  parents 
having  been  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
as  are  all  her  relatives  on  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  sides,  but  she  attends  her  husbands 
Church. 

On  November  9,  1848,  Solomon  Stoddard 
Mead  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Elizabeth  Sands,  who  was  born  April  2,  1828,  in 
King  street,  Greenwich,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  (Carpenter)  Sands,  who  were  mar- 
ried November  18,  1818.  The  father  was  hors 

, and  died  November  8,1868;  the  mother, 

born  November  13,  1795,  died  July  27> 

1872,  Their  children  were:  Thomas  Clapp* 
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born  December  29,  1824,  died  September  21, 
1826;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  April  2,  1828;  and 
Sarah  Carpenter,  born  August  6,  1831.  Joseph 
Carpenter,  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Solomon 
S.  Mead  lived  in  the  Revolutionary  period,  was 
an  extensive  farmer  in  the  town  of  Harrison, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.t  and  a very  influential 
man  in  his  day.  He  was  the  father  of  ten  chil- 
dren— five  sons  and  five  daughters,  viz. : John, 
William,  Thomas,  Joseph,  Charles,  Phebe  (Mrs. 
James  Field),  Martha  (Mrs.  John  Schureman), 
Dorcas  (Mrs.  William  Cornell),  Mary,  and  Sarah, 
who  never  married.  Each  of  the  sons  received 
a good  farm  from  their  father,  and  the  daughters 
a good  “setting  out”  in  life.  Mary,  who  was 
the  youngest  daughter,  married  John  Sands  in 
1825,  and  they  resided  for  some  time  at  the  Rye 
Lake  farm,  with  Thomas  Clapp,  after  his  death 
removing  to  the  present  Sands  farm,  now  owned 
by  Mrs.  Solomon  S.  Mead  and  her  sister,  Sarah 
Carpenter  Sands.  On  this  farm  is  built  a dam  to 
direct  the  waters  of  Byram  through  a tunnel 
2,600  feet  long  to  Kensico  lake,  and  from  there 
in  a four-foot  conduit  pipe  to  New  York  City. 
The  farm,  which  is  a very  productive  one,  is  used 
for  keeping  horses,  etc. , as  is  also  the  home  farm 
of 'the  Meads,  and  our  subject  has  managed  it 
very  successfully  since  1873. 

Five  children  have  blessed  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mead,  three  of  whom  are  living. 
(1)  Thomas  O.,  born  January  5,  1850,  died  Oc- 
tober 27,  1851.  (2)  Miss  Sarah  Carpenter,  now 

residing  at  home,  is  a lady  of  rare  ability  and 
force  of  character,  as  is  shown  by  her  efficient 
assistance  in  the  management  of  her  father’s 
farm  and  home.  (3)  Brockholst  Livingston,  born 
July  to,  1854,  now  a resident  of  North  Green- 
wich, was  married  April  to,  1882,  to  Harriet 
Alathea  Mead,  daughter  of  Silas  D.  and  Emily 
L.  (Close)  Mead,  and  has  one  son,  William 
Hervy.  (4)  Minnie  A.,  born  October  13,  1863, 
married  Frederick  W.  Close,  and  died  at  Round 
Hill,  April  17,  1887.  (5)  Miss  Agnes  Varker, 

bom  May  22,  1866,  resides  at  home  with  her 
parents,  and  has  full  charge  of  the  household 
affairs. 


JOHN  D.  KIMMEY,  a prominent  resident  of 
Norwalk,  is  engaged  in  extensive  business 
operations  in  New  York  City  and  elsewhere, 
but  in  choosing  a home  he  has  sought  a place 
where  salubrious  air  and  inviting  scenery  are 
combined  with  a most  refined  and  cultured  social 
environment.  He  has  become  fully  identified 
with  the  best  interests  of  the  town,  and  his  fellow 
citizens,  appreciating  his  ability  and  public  spirit, 


have  at  various  times  called  him  to  fill  positions 
of  responsibility  and  trust. 

It  is  not  definitely  known  where  the  Kimmey 
family  originated,  but  it  doubtless  comes  of 
either  German  or  Holland-Dutch  stock.  Jacob 
Kimmey,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  a farmer 
in  Albany  county,  N.  Y.,  and  may  have  been 
born  there.  He  married  Jane  Winney,  and  bad 
three  children:  David  I.,  our  subject’s  father;. 
Philip  (deceased),  who  was  a millwright  by  trade, 
and  also  conducted  a farm  and  a mill  of  his  own; 
and  Jacob,  now  a farmer  in  Rensselaer  county. 
New  York. 

David  I.  Kimmey  was  a native  of  Albany 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  always  followed  agricultural 
pursuits,  his  death  occurring  there  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-five.  He  married  Maria  Niver,  & 
lady  of  Holland  descent,  who  was  born  in  Albany 
county,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  John  Niver;  she 
died  February  8,  1899,  in  her  ninety- first  year. 
Both  united  with  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church, 
and  remained  devout  and  consistent  members. 
Mr.  Kimmey,  Sr.,  was  much  interested  in  poli- 
tics, also,  and  was  always  a Whig,  the  Repub- 
lican party  being  organized  after  his  death.  This 
worthy  couple  had  five  children:  Jacob,  who 
died  of  camp  fever  while  serving  as  a soldier  in 
the  Civil  war;  John  D.,  our  subject;  Jane,  who 
married  William  Selkirk,  of  Bethlehem,  Albany 
Co.,  N.  Y.;  and  Elizabeth  and  Ann,  deceased. 

Mr.  Kimmey  was  born  May  21,  1828,  in  the 
town  of  Coeymans,  Albany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
mained upon  the  old  farm  until  he  was  fifteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Albany,  and  'for 
three  years  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  a dry- 
goods  store.  Later  he  went  to  New  York  City 
and  learned  the  machinist's  trade,  spending  three 
or  four  years  there  in  that  occupation.  Return- 
ing to  Albany,  he  was  engaged  for  a short  time  in 
mercantile  business,  and  during  all  this  time  he 
was  occasionally  employed  by  various  parties  in 
handling  and  shipping  freight  by  canal  at  New 
York  and  Albany.  Through  the  influence  of  these 
parties  he  was  appointed  freight  agent  at  New 
York  for  the  Harlem  railroad,  with  his  office  on 
42nd  street.  He  held  this  position  twelve  years, 
and  in  the  meantime  became  interested  in  deal- 
ing in  grain  from  breweries,  which  after  being 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  beer,  could  be  dried 
and  sold  to  farmers  as  food  for  stock.  On  leav- 
ing the  railroad  he  began  to  pay  more  attention 
to  this  business,  and  was  instrumental  in  organ- 
izing the  Farmers  Feed  Company,  of  which  he 
was  secretary.  This  company  buys  the  wet 
grain  from  several  breweries  in  Brooklyn,  and 
all  but  two  of  the  breweries  in  New  York  City, 
making  about  one  hundred  in  all.  Their  plant 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


364 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


in  New  York  covers  eight  lots,  and  has  a storage 
capacity  of  eight  thousand  tons,  and  drying  capac- 
ity of  from  sixty-five  to  seventy-five  tons  per 
day.  The  product  is  regarded  as  a good  milk 
food,  and  is  shipped  to  farmers  in  all  parts  of 
this  country,  while  much  of  it  is  sent  to  foreign 
lands.  For  some  time  Mr.  Kimmey  was  also 
associated  with  Jacob  Ebling  in  a grocery  busi- 
ness at  Harlem,  and  at  present  he  is  connected 
with  various  enterprises.  He  is  a director  in  a 
building  and  loan  association  in  New  York  City, 
and  is  a director  and  stockholder  in  the  Roton 
Point  Improvement  Company  of  the  same  city, 
which  owns  valuable  property  on  Long  Island 
Sound. 

On  October  14,  1849,  Mr.  Kimmey  married 
Miss  Adeline  Hoyt,  a native  of  Greene,  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  a daughter  of  Joseph  Hoyt,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  this  county.  No  children 
have  blessed  this  union.  In  1886  Mr.  Kimmey 
removed  to  Norwalk,  and  he  now  owns  a beauti- 
ful home  on  the  principal  street  of  that  charming 
city.  He  and  his  wife  are  prominent  socially, and 
he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  of 
the  Norwalk  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  he  takes  much  interest  in  municipal 
affairs,  having  served  as  a member  of  the  board 
of  burgesses  before  Norwalk  become  a city,  and 
as  warden,  a position  equal  in  dignity  and  im- 
portance to  the  modern  office  of  mayor. 


EORGE  C.  BLICKENSDERFER,  the  in- 
ventor of  the  Blickensderfer  system  of  type- 
writers, and  president  and  general  manager  of 
the  company  engaged  in  their  manufacture  at  the 
splendidly  and  completely  equipped  works  at 
Stamford,  Conn.,  deserves  more  than  a passing 
notice  in  the  pages  of  this  volume.  Commencing 
life  with  no  particular  financial  advantages  over 
his  fellows,  Mr.  Blickensderfer  found  a field  for 
his  inventive  genius  in  an  undertaking  to  which 
it  had  been  incidentally  directed  in  the  course 
of  his  ordinary  business  affairs,  and  then  used  the 
fortune  acquired  in  this  field  to  assist  him  in 
another — the  development  and  manufacture  of  a 
model  typewriting  machine,  one  which  should 
possess  all  the  advantages  of  the  machines  in 
general  use,  and  as  few  as  possible  of  the  disad- 
vantages. 

Mr.  Blickensderfer  comes  of  a family  of  strong 
intellectuality,  being  a son  of  Nathan  Blickens- 
derfer and  a grandson  of  Judge  Blickensderfer, 
both  of  whom  were  lawyers  by  profession,  and 
well  known  in  their  day.  The  latter  was  a mine 
owner.  He  distinguished  himself  as  the  only 
Whig  in  Ohio  who  advocated  the  revision  of  the 


Charter  of  that  State.  Nathan  Blickensderfer 
was  born  at  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  and,  subsequently, 
in  the  real-estate  business  at  Erie,  Penn.,  where 
our  subject  was  born  October  13,  1850. 

George  C.  Blickensderfer  spent  the  early  years 
of  his  life  on  his  father’s  farm  near  Erie,  attend- 
ing school  at  the  Home  Academy,  and  later  at 
Allegheny  College.  After  finishing  his  education 
he  engaged  for  six  years  in  the  dry-goods  busi- 
ness in  Erie;  but  finding  that  the  confinement 
was  injuring  his  health,  he  made  arrangements 
to  represent  a large  New  York  firm  in  the  same 
line  throughout  the  middle  and"  western  States. 
During  his  frequent  visits  to  the  large  dry-goods 
houses  and  department  stores,  his  attention  was 
often  attracted  to  the  somewhat  crude  system  of 
cash  and  package  carriers  then  in  use,  and  the 
idea  of  an  improved  system  for  transporting  both 
packages  and  cash  entered  his  mind.  He  at 
once  began  a series  of  experiments,  with  results 
beyond  his  anticipations,  and  in  the  fall  of  1884, 
having  satisfied  himself  that  he  had  a practical 
system  which  was  a decided  improvement  over 
any  other  then  in  use,  he  resigned  his  position,  in 
which  he  had  been  successful  far  beyond  the 
average,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  further  devel- 
opment of  his  invention,  the  securing  of  patents, 
and  the  organization  of  a company  for  the  man- 
ufacturing and  introducing  of  it.  The  system  was 
successful  from  the  start,  and  Mr.  Blickensderfer 
was  actively  engaged  as  general  manager  of  the 
company,  which  was  known  as  the  United  Store 
Service  Company,  and  was  successful  in  intro- 
ducing and  setting  up  his  system  in  many  of  the 
largest  department  stores  in  the  country.  It  was 
during  this  period  that  his  attention  was  first 
called  to  the  subject  of  typewriters.  Continually 
moving  about  the  country,  with  a large  corre- 
spondence to  keep  in  order  during  his  travels,  he 
felt  the  necessity  of  a typewriter,  and  carefully 
searched  the  market,  examining  all  the  different 
makes  in  the  endeavor  to  find  one  built  to  his 
requirements.  He  needed  a machine  simple  and 
durable  in  its  construction,  easily  learned,  rapid 
in  operation,  and,  above  all,  light  in  weight  and 
compact  in  size,  so  that  it  might  be  moved  from 
place  to  place  without  hiring  a dray  or  porter.  It 
is  needless  to  say  that  he  failed  to  find  what  he 
was  looking  for,  as  the  machines  of  that  date 
were  designed  as  an  office  fixture,  and  were  en- 
tirely unsuitdti  to  the  demands  of  a traveler. 

After  several  days  spent  in  examining  the 
working  and  construction  of  the  various  ma- 
chines, he  returned  one  evening  (to  his  room  with 
the  conviction  that  the  ideal  typewriter  had  not 
yet  been  made.  He  had  carefully  noted  the  va- 
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rious  requirements  of  a typewriter  of  the  first 
grade  with  the  various  devices  for  obtaining  the 
desired  results,  and  already  in  his  fertile  mind  an 
idea  of  an  entirely  new  principle  was  rapidly  as- 
suming tangible  form.  With  pencil  and  paper  he 
worked  during  the  evening  and  far  into  the  night, 
drafting  out  the  central  idea  of  what  has  since  de- 
veloped into  the  Blickensderfer  typewriter.  As 
the  gray  light-  of  dawn  came  stealing  into  his 
window,  he  threw  down  his  pencil  with  the  satis- 
faction which  comes  from  an  accomplished  task, 
having  solved  the  question  which  puzzled  the 
best  inventors  of  the  age — the  perfect  control  of 
a revolving  wheel.  This  essential  point  being 
determined  upon,  the  construction  of  a machine 
to  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  highest-grade 
machines,  with  the  added  convenience  and  porta- 
bility required,  rapidly  took  form  in  his  mind, 
and  by  devoting  such  time  as  he  could  from  his 
busy  life  to  the  development  of  his  latest  inven- 
tion, he  reached  a point  where  he  believed  a 
satisfactory  working  model  could  be  constructed. 
With  a view  of  devoting  his  entire  time  to  the 
building  of  his  experimental  model,  he  now  opened 
negotiations  for  the  sale  of  his  interest  in  the 
Store  Service  system,  which  finally  resulted  in  a 
consolidation  of  companies,  which  purchased  all 
of  his  interests.  The  sale  gave  to  Mr.  Blickens- 
derfer an  independent  fortune,  and  placed  him  in 
an  enviable  position  to  push  the  development  of 
his  typewriter. 

An  incident  connected  with  the  consolidation 
referred  to  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  unyielding 
force  of  character  and  strong  sense  of  justice 
which  has  had  so  much  to  do  with  Mr.  Blickens- 
derfer’s  success  in  everything  he  has  undertaken. 
Among  the  employes  of  the  United  Store  Service 
Company  were  two  salesmen,  who  were  working 
under  contract,  which  contract  was,  under  the 
terms  of  sale,  to  be  assumed  by  the  consolidated 
companies.  Some  time  after  Mr.  Blickensderfer 
had  severed  all  connection  with  the  Store  Service 
business,  he  learned  that  this  contract  had  not 
been  fulfilled;  and  the  salesmen  in  question,  not 
having  sufficient  means,  were  unable  to  compel 
the  execution  of  the  agreement.  With  charac- 
teristic generosity,  Mr.  Blickensderfer  voluntarily 
assumed  all  expense  of  instituting  a suit  against 
the  company,  which  eventually  resulted  in  the 
trial  of  twenty-two  suits,  during  which  the  Con- 
solidated Company  lost  over  two  million  dollars 
in  depreciation  of  their  capital  stock,  every  suit 
being  decided  against  them. 

Being  now  supplied  with  abundant  means, 
Mr.  Blickensderfer  purchased  a beautiful  home  in 
Stamford,  Conn.,  and  proceeded  to  build  an  ex- 
perimental workshop  and  laboratory,  admirably 


equipped  for  the  work  of  developing  his  new  ma- 
chines. Employing  the  best  skill  obtainable,  he 
set  about  building  his  working  models,  in  which 
he  was  so  successful  that  in  1889  a company  was 
formed,  of  which  Mr.  Blickensderfer  was  made 
president  and  general  manager,  a position  he  has 
held  ever  since  that  time.  Realizing  the  impor- 
tance of  perfecting  all  detailsof  construction,  and 
thoroughly  proving  every  step  before  proceeding 
to  the  manufacture  of  special  tools,  the  next  two 
years  were  employed  in  further  developing  the 
system,  simplifying  construction,  discovering  and 
strengthening  weak  points,  and  studying  the  best 
methods  of  manufacture,  until,  in  1891,  the  con- 
struction of  the  necessary  tools,  gauges  and 
special  machinery  was  begun.  Another  period  of 
four  years  was  necessary  to  complete  this  prep- 
aration for  active  business,  during  which  the 
company  spent  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  thous- 
and dollars  in  constructing  and  equipping  a plant 
of  tools  to  manufacture  the  different  models  of 
the  new  system. 

During  this  period  occurred  two  notable 
events — the  money  panic  of  1893  and  the  World’s 
Fair  at  Chicago.  Although  not  yet  ready  to 
manufacture,  a number  of  machines  were  hur- 
riedly built  for  exhibition  at  the  Fair,  where  they 
made  a marked  sensation.  All  of  the  standard 
machines  then  on  the  market  were  entered  for 
competition  when  the  Blickensderfer  made  its  ap- 
pearance, but  before  it  had  been  three  weeks  on 
exhibition  nearly  all  of  its  competitors  were  with- 
drawn from  competition,  in  violation  of  the  rules 
of  the  exhibit.  The  award  given  by  the  World’s 
Fair  judges  to  the  Blickensderfer  system  was  the 
strongest  endorsement  given  to  any  exhibitor, 
characterizing  it  as  "an  extraordinary  advance- 
ment in  art,  scope,  speed,  operation  and  manu- 
facture of  typewriting  machines.” 

Although  a few  samples  were  made  in  the  fall 
of  1894,  it  was  not  until  the  spring  of  1895  that 
the  Blickensderfer  No.  5 was  regularly  placed  on 
the  market,  and  since  that  time  the  factory  has 
never  been  able  to  keep  pace  with  the  demand. 
In  the  fall  of  1 896  a new  factory  was  erected  and 
fully  equipped,  and  now  constitutes  the  largest 
and  most  complete  plant  in  the  world  devoted 
exclusively  to  the  manufacture  of  typewriting 
machines;  and  yet  the  company  is  contemplating 
still  further  additions  to  enable  them  to  manu- 
facture rapidly  enough  to  supply  the  increasing 
demand  made  upon  them.  In  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  company  had  done  no  advertising,  over 
twenty  thousand  machines  were  manufactured 
and  sold  during  the  first  two  years,  and  each 
month  shows  a decided  increase  in  their  sales. 
This  remarkable  record  of  a success,  unprece- 
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.dented  in  the  typewriter  world,  has  been  in  a 
measure  due  to  the  untiring  energy  and  marked 
•executive  ability  of  Mr.  Blickensderfer,  who  has 
personally  directed  the  business  policy  of  the 
company  and  the  development  of  the  magnifi- 
cent plant  which  has  grown  up  under  his  hands. 

It  is  worthy  to  note  that  during  the  long  period 
of  preliminary  work,  and  notwithstanding  the 
long  continued  business  depression  beginning  in 
1893,  this  firm  has  escaped  the  ordinary  vicissi- 
tudes of  industrial  corporations,  and  that  the 
company  which  is  now  reaping  the  reward  of 
success  is  identically  the  same  as  was  organized 
in  the  experimental  workshop  of  1889,  a fact 
only  to  be  explained  by  the  strong  personality  of 
Mr.  Blickensderfer,  which  has  gathered  around 
him  a body  of  progressive  men,  who,  with  abso- 
lute confidence  in  his  ultimate  success,  have 
never  hesitated  or  lost  faith  in  the  enterprise. 

The  latest  product  of  Mr.  Blickensderfer’s 
genius  is  seen  in  the  Blickensderfer  No.  7,  which 
has  just  been  placed  on  the  market.  This  ma- 
chine is  a development  of  the  same  general  prin- 
ciple running  through  his  system,  and  for  which 
so  many  claims  are  made.  The  extremely  light 
-weight  and  small  size  which  characterized  the 
Blickensderfer  No.  5 have  been  maintained  in  the 
No.  7,  as  well  as  the  visible  writing,  direct  ink- 
ing, speed,  ease  of  operation,  and  other  desirable 
features  which  have  made  this  system  almost 
famous  during  its  short  history;  and  in  addition 
there  are  many  important  improvements  which 
are  novel  in  the  construction  of  typewriters,  and 
which  are  the  result  of  unceasing  study  of  the 
necessities  and  conveniences  of  the  typewriting 
operator.  The  most  important  new  features  are 
the  automatic  spacing,  which  gives  the  space  be- 
tween words  automatically  when  the  space  bar 
is  struck  simultaneously  with  the  last  letter;  of 
the  previous  word  (this  device  will  undoubtedly 
result  in  a great  saving  of  time  and  labor,  as  in 
all  makes  of  typewriting  machines  one-fifth  of 
the  time  is  consumed  in  making  the  spaces  be- 
tween words);  an  adjustable  margin  stop,  which 
can  be  set  instantaneously  for  any  width  margin 
required  without  a set  screw,  and  can  be  jumped 
at  will  for  marginal  notes;  an  adjustable  alarm 
bell,  which  can  be  set  in  an  instant  at  any  point 
on  the  carriage.  Connected  with  the  bell  is  an 
automatic  action-stop  which  locks  the  action  of 
the  machine  several  letters  after  the  bell  has 
sounded,  thus  preventing  the  piling  up  of  letters 
at  the  end  of  the  line.  This  lock  can  be  disen- 
gaged by  a touch  of  the  finger,  and  several  addi- 
tional letters  printed  if  so  desired.  It  has  also 
an  automatic  pointer,  or  indicator,  which,  when 
the  machine  is  at  rest,  always  indicates , the  line 


or  printing,  and  the  exact  point  where  the  next 
letter  will  be  printed.  This  being  in  plain  sight 
will  be  appreciated  by  operators  who  have  mauy 
insertions  and  corrections  to  make. 

An  elevated  scale  with  black  markings,  which 
is  directly  before  the  eyes  of  the  operator,  is  a 
perfect  device  for  headings  and  paragraphing, 
and  adds  greatly  to  the  finished  appearance  of 
the  machine.  This  machine  is  equipped  with 
either  the  scientific  or  universal  key-board. 
Mounted  on  a handsome  oak  base,  with  a highly- 
finished  veneer  cover,  this  machine  certainly  pre- 
sents a perfect  picture  of  beautiful  mechanism. 

Although  the  great  success  of  the  Blickens- 
derfer system  has,  without  doubt,  been  greatly 
owing  to  the  phenomenally  low  prices  at  which 
the  machines  are  sold,  this  question  did  not  en- 
ter into  Mr.  Blickensderfer’s  calculations  when 
designing  his  models.  He  aimed  at  producing  a 
machine  of  the  highest  grade,  and  an  improve- 
ment over  all  others  in  the  line  of  portability 
and  convenience.  In  arriving  at  the  required 
result  he  has  so  revolutionized  the  construction 
of  the  writing  machine  that,  when  finally  manu- 
factured, it  was  found  that  the  small  number  of 
parts  required  to  each  machine  (about  250)  en- 
abled him  to  use  the  finest  materials,  manufact- 
ure with  the  greatest  care  and  attention  to 
accurate  and  finished  workmanship,  and  yet  pro- 
duce a mechanism  of  the  highest  grade  at  a re- 
markably low  price. 


€HARLES  Y.  BALDWIN,  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  Roxbury  District,  town  of  Stam- 
ford, has  been  for  many  years  identified  with  the 
best  interests  of  that  locality,  and  as  a citizen 
he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  classes.  Whi  e 
he  is  in  sympathy  with  all  progressive  move- 
ments, he  has  been  especially  active  in  educa- 
tional affairs,  and  for  nine  years  he  served  as 
a member  of  the  local  school  board. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  born  November  13>  182  ’ 
at  Bloomfield.  N.  J.,  where  his  family  has  re- 
sided for  several  generations.  His  grandfather, 
Ichabod  Baldwin,  a native  of  that  place,  passe 
his  entire  life  there,  engaging  in  business  as 
tanner  and  currier.  Isaac  Allen  Baldwin,  ou 
subject’s  father,  was  also  a lifelong  residen  0^ 
Bloomfield,  and  in  addition  to  carrying  on  ex 
tensive  agricultural  operations  he  followed 
trade  of  tanner  and  currier.  He  married  Mi 
Elizabeth  Baldwin,  by  whom  he  had  six  childre  • 
Edward  A..  William  W..  Lucy  I.,  Charles  *•, 
George  T.  (who  died  in  1898),  and  John  r., 
whom,  only  Charles  Y.  and  John  F.  are  n 
living. 
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Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  later  he  went  to 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
serving  a regular  apprenticeship.  Early  in  the 
'sixties  be  came  to  Stamford  and  located  in 
Roxbury  District,  where  he  has  ever  since  re- 
sided. He  has  followed  his  trade  continuously, 
meeting  with  marked  success,  and  many  fine 
specimens  of  his  workmanship  can  be  seen  in  the 
vicinity.  In  1850  he  was  married  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Foster,  who  died  in 
1863,  and  two  children  blessed  the  union.  In 
1865  Mr.  Baldwin  married  Miss  H.  M.  Burton, 
of  Stamford,  and  they  have  one  child.  The 
family  is  popular  socially,  and  Mr.  Baldwin  is  an 
active  member  of  Union  Lodge  No.  5,  F.  & A. 
M.,  at  Stamford,  Connecticut. 


gEORGE  E SCOFIELD.  The  Scofield 
W family  is  of  pioneer  stock,  and  the  subject 
prominent  resident  of  Stamford. 

Dani  1 lol  M g?erati°n  in  direct  d«cent  from 
The  Kd,W?°  S6ttled  at  Stamford  in  1641. 
j n0Tr  T a!Wayt  been  associated  with  a 
wagr  1°  c,t,zenshlP.  and  during  the  Civil 
soldiers  in^h^n  and  h'S  °nIy  brother  served  as 
,he  1,,‘"  los"8  his 

Rochdale"'^  ^cogeld  was  born  in  the  parish  of 
g«Ddtn  ’ , c"Ca?.h,r!’  E"g>and,  and  was  a 
Manor  the  f S'r.  C“tbbert  Scofield,  of  Scofield 
ablelineaheefanil  y«e,ngu0f  andent  and  honor- 
the  shir,  .?e  In  1639  he  came  to  America  in 
^or  a time  f^Ins  ^llen’"  and  a<‘«  residing 
ford  where  hi^'^k’  MaSS’’  he  located  at  Stam- 
ped?! h,S  death  occurred  in  1670.  He  ap- 

oolony,  andln^S  T"  °f  pr.ominence  in  the 
Stamford.  His  wife  J6^6^38  marshal  of 
daughter  of  Rev  ,oh'’v  ry  (Y°ungs)’  Was  a 
worebornofthe'Jnion.  ^ S‘X  Children 

S«fieldJtasSm°afirrld;  V“  °f  Daniel  and  Mary 
Mead,  and  his  dea/h  ’ y I2’  ld77i  to  Hannah 
He  had  “even  ehni  °CCUrred  March  27,  1699. 
Nathaniel.  ren’  among  whom  was  a son, 

j0,  ,688NfndandtdS'ft17d68WaSHb°rn  December 

June  13.  I7M  nr  ..  768-  He  was  married, 

Who™  he  had3ten  children.  ^ Pettet’  by 

h°m  October  .Sc°^ld’  s°n  of  Nathaniel,  was 

4’ ’744,  to  Hannah  v;nnduWaf  married.  March 
children.  Mills,  by  whom  he  had  three 

(“his)  SeldC°w]f’h  Son  of  J°hn  and  Hannah 
’ aS  born  >“  Stamford  Septem- 


ber 4,  1746,  and  died  April  17,  1833.  He  was  a 
substantial  citizen  and  owned  property  at  Ship- 
pan,  in  the  town  of  Stamford.  He  was  married 
three  times,  first  on  February  18,  1768,  to 
Susanna  Weed,  second  on  January  14,  1773,  to 
Sarah  Nichols,  and  third  to  Martha  Lounsbury. 
By  his  second  marriage  he  had  eight  children, 
among  whom  was  a son,  Robert. 

VI.  Robert  Scofield,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  born  July  14,  1777,  in  the  town  of 
Stamford,  and  died  May  9,  1817.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  owned  an  estate  at 
Shippan.  On  April  15,  1799,  he  married  Han- 
nah Bell,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children. 

VII.  James  B.  Scofield,  the  father  of  our  sub- 

ject, was  born  at  Shippan  May  10,  1807,  and  died 
October  15,  1869.  In  early  life  he  followed  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  but  later  he  engaged  in  the 
foundry  business  with  Warren  & Wardwell,  and 
he  was  connected  with  the  Stamford  Foundry 
Company  for  many  years  previous  to  his  death. 
He  was  a leading  member  of  the  Universalist 
Society  at  Stamford,  and  in  politics  he  supported 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  On 
April  10,  1830,  he  married,  for  his  first  wife,  Miss 
Betsey  Ann  Raymond,  who  was  born  at  Long 
Ridge  (Stamford),  November  14,  1804,  and  died 
May  7,  1839.  Later  he  formed  a second  matri- 
monial union,  this  time  with  Miss  Mary  Holmes. 
By  the  first  marriage  he  had  three  children: 
George  E.,  our  subject;  Lewis  B.,  born  May  4, 
1833,  who  died  at  New  Orleans  June  14,  1863, 
while  serving  as  a member  of  Company  B, 
28th  Conn.  V.  I.;  and  Hannah  M.,  born  De- 
cember 12,  1836,  who  died  February  6,  1863. 
By  the  second  marriage  there  were  also  three 
children:  Mary  A.,  born  June  14,  1841,  who 

married  Thomas  Haslam;  Emily  J.,  bom  Janu- 
ary  24,  1845;  and  Elizabeth  H.,  born  January 
14.  1855. 

VIII.  George  E.  Scofield  was  bora  February 
4,  1831,  in  Stamford.  He  learned  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade  with  Thomas  P.  Dixon,  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  four  years,  and  then  became 
connected  with  the  Stamford  Foundry  Company, 
remaining  twenty-one  years.  About  1 874  he  dis- 
posed of  his  interest  in  that  business,  and  at 
various  times  he  has  been  connected  with  im- 
portant enterprises  in  his  town,  for  three  years 
acting  as  treasurer  of  the  Stamford  Gas  Light 
Company.  Politically,  Mr.  Scofield  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  his  ability  and  public  spirit 
made  him  a leader  in  the  local  organization. 
Among  the  offices  to  which  he  has  been  ap- 
pointed we  may  mention  that  of  assistant  asses- 
sor under  the  Internal  Revenue  Act  for  the  towns 
of  Stamford,  Greenwich  and  Darien,  which  he 
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held  for  eighteen  months;  for  ten  years  he  was 
clerk  of  the  Probate  Court  for  the  district  of 
Stamford;  was  inspector  of  customs  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Fairfield;  and  he  has  also  served  as  col- 
lector of  town  and  borough  taxes,  both  as  town 
and  borough  assessor,  and  for  twenty-one  years 
as  Republican  registrar  of  voters.  He  was  ap- 
pointed, by  President  Arthur,  postmaster  at  Stam- 
ford, which  appointment  he  declined.  He  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  religious  work  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Universalist  Society  at  Stamford,  and 
for  thirty- five  years  was  treasurer  of  the  same. 
His  military  service,  which  has  been  referred  to 
above,  should  be  more  fully  mentioned.  He  en- 
listed in  1862  in  Company  B,  28th  Conn. 
V.  I.,  and  served  as  commissary  sergeant 
of  the  regiment,  being  mustered  out  at  New 
Haven  in  1863. 

On  May  9.  1858,  Mr.  Scofield  was  married 
to  Miss  Lydia  E.  Ferris,  of  Stamford,  who  was 
born  May  7,  1833,  and  died  November  13,  1867. 
On  June  16,  1869,  he  married  Miss  Emma  E. 
Rose,  of  Suffield,  Conn.  By  the  first  union  he 
had  one  son.  Arthur  F.,  born  May  20,  1859, 
who  now  resides  at  Holyoke,  Mass.  There  were 
two  children  by  the  second  marriage:  Julia  Rose, 
born  March  5,  1871;  and  James  Bell,  born  April 
12,  1875,  who  died  March  30,  1876. 


HON.  AARON  SANFORD.  A varied  ex- 

perience  in  public  life  has  given  this  well- 

known  citizen  of  Newtown  a wide  acquaintance- 
ship in  political  circles,  and  for  years  he  has  been 
regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  advisers  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  this  section.  His  election 
to  the  General  Assembly  in  1896,  in  his  seventy- 
second  year,  and  his  able  service  during  his 
term,  indicate  a vigor  of  mind  and  body  which  is 
unusual,  and  have  added  new  laurels  to  those 
previously  won  in  positions  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility, including  that  of  member  of  the  Assembly 
of  1850.  He  is  also  prominent  in  financial 
circles,  and,  while  he  has  devoted  much  of  his 
time  to  the  management  of  his  farm  near  New- 
town village,  he  has  often  been  called  upon  to 
administer  estates,  and  is  active  in  banking 
operations,  having  recently  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Newtown  Savings  Bank,  while  for 
many  years  he  was  a director  of  that  institution. 

Mr.  Sanford  is  a descendant  of  an  old  Eng- 
lish family,  of  which  an  extended  account  is 
given  farther  on.  The  first  one  of  the  name  to 
come  to  America  was  Thomas  Sanford,  a pioneer 
of  Milford,  Conn.,  and  the  line  is  traced  through 
Ezekiel,  Ezekiel,  Jr.,  Lemuel,  Hezekiah,  Aaron, 
and  Aaron,  Jr.,  to  our  subject.  Lemuel  San- 


ford, the  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a resident  of  Redding  Centre,  this  county, 
where  he  was  prominent  in  public  affairs,  serv- 
ing as  one  of  the  first  committeemen  of  the  little 
colony  there,  and  he  is  also  named  among  the 
first  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Redding. 

Hezekiah  Sanford,  our  subject’s  great-grand- 
father, was  a prosperous  farmer  at  Redding 
Centre,  occupying  the  homestead  now  owned  by 
Mr.  Delavan. 

Aaron  Sanford,  Sr.,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
resided  in  Redding  Centre,  in  the  house  now  oc- 
cupied by  Mrs.  Connors.  He  was  the  first  male 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  in  1790,  when  the  first  class  was  organ- 
ized in  Redding,  he  became  its  leader.  His  hos- 
pitable home  was  a regular  stopping  place  for  the 
itinerant  minister  of  that  early  day,  and  meet- 
ings were  often  held  there.  In  his  later  years  he 
became  a local  preacher,  and  his  work  proved 
most  acceptable  to  the  congregation.  He  lived 
to  the  age  of  ninety-two. 

Aaron  Sanford,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  July  8,  1786,  and  died  August  22, 1872. 
He  made  his  home  on  Redding  Ridge,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Redding  township,  and  became 
one  of  the  principal  land-owners  of  that  locality, 
having  about  five  hundred  acres.  He  was  a lead- 
ing member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  was  promi- 
nent in  the  town  and  county  politics,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  in  1818  and  1824. 
While  he  served  at  one  time  as  town  agent,  he 
seemed  averse  to  holding  office,  and  when  offered 
the  position  of  high  sheriff  he  declined  to  accept 
it.  On  December  19,  1813,  he  married  Miss 
Fanny  Hill,  daughter  of  Andrew  L.  Hill,  ami 
she  survived  him  a few  years,  her  death  occur- 
ring February  21,  1875.  The  following  children 
were  bom  of  this  union:  Andrew  H.,  Daniel, 

Mary,  Clara,  Henry,  Aaron,  Fanny,  Jesse  L., 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  John  and  Julia  H.  Of  these, 
Daniel,  Jesse  L. , John  and  Julia  H.  reside  at  and 

near  the  old  homestead.  Henry  became  inter- 
ested in  the  Adams  Express  Company,  for  many 
years  was  superintendent,  and  for  several  years 
held  the  office  of  president,  at  a salary  of  $3°»0<>;> 
annually. 

Hon.  Aaron  Sanford,  our  subject,  was  bornm 
January,  1825,  and  his  boyhood  was  mainly  spent 
in  the  town  of  Redding.  After  securing  such  pre- 
liminary training  as  the  local  schools  afforded,  he 
attended  a school  at  White  Plains,  N.  Y.,  f°r* 
time,  and  about  1 844  he  completed  a course  0 
study  in  the  academy  at  Amenia,  Dutchess  Co., 
N.  Y.,  under  the  instruction  of  Prof.  Erastus  E. 
Haven.  On  leaving  school  he  remained  at  home 
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until  the  spring  of  1848,  when  he  located  at  his 
present  farm.  With  characteristic  energy  he  for 
some  time  gave  his  attention  to  farm  work,  but 
his  ability  and  public  spirit  soon  brought  him 
into  prominence  in  local  affairs.  ' He  was  first 
elected  constable,  then,  in  1857,  he  was  made 
deputy  sheriff  under  Sheriff  Van  Zandt,  and  so 
well  did  he  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  that 
in  1877  he  was  elected  sheriff  for  the  term  of 
three  years.  During  that  time  he  was  called 
upon  to  conduct  the  first  execution  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  county  in  sixty  years.  In  the 
performance  of  his  duties,  especially  as  deputy 
sheriff,  he  had  many  encounters  with  desperate 
criminals,  and  his  courage  and  skill  as  a detective 
won  for  him  high  praise  from  the  better  classes 
in  the  community.  While  serving  in  the  Legis- 
lature he  formed  friends  with  many  noted  men, 
and  he  has  been  in  more  or  less  intimate  relations 
with  all  the  prominent  political  workers  in  the 
State  for  a half-century.  Among  the  local  offices 
which  he  has  held  from  time  to  time  may  be 
mentioned  the  assessorship  and  membership  in 
the  board  of  relief,  while  he  has  also  served  three 
or  four  terms  as  selectman. 

In  1 848  Mr.  Sanford  was  married  to  Miss 
Flora  J.  Beardsley,  daughter  of  Israel  A.  and 
Esther  Toucey  Beardsley,  and  first  cousin  to 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey,  formerly  governor  of  Con- 
necticut, United  States  Senator  and  a member  of 
two  Presidential  cabinets.  Two  children  were 
born  to  this  union,  namely:  (1)  Mary  Elizabeth 
married  Harley  T.  Procter,  of  the  firm  of  Procter 
& Gamble,  soap  manufacturers  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio;  (2)  William  H.,  who  graduated  from  Yale 
College  in  1884,  is  connected  with  the  business 
department  of  the  Century  Company,  of  New 
York  City,  and  has  already  made  a fine  reputation 
for  ability.  The  family  is  prominent  socially, 
and  is  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
Newtown,  of  which  Mr.  Sanford  is  a leading 
member.  He  is  also  active  as  a worker  in  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  being  a member  of  Eureka 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M..  at  Bethel. 


THE  SANFORD  FAMILY  is  of  English  origin 
and  the  Connecticut  branch  is  doubtless 
descended  from  an  ancient  Shropshire  clan,  whose 
founder,  Thomas  de  Sandford,  a Norman  follower 
of  William  the  Conqueror,  is  mentioned  on  the 
roll  of  Battle  Abbey,  October  14,  1066.  His 
son,  Sir  Thomas  de  Sandford,  held,  in  the  time 
of  King  Henry  I,  the  manors  of  Rothal  and 
Sandford,  and  the  latter  is  still  in  the  possession 
of  his  descendants,  being  one  of  the  few  estates 
in  England  which  are  held  in  the  name  of  the  first 
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feoffee.  The  motto  of  the  family  is  “ Nec  temere, 
Nec  timide,"  and  the  armorial  bearings,  accord- 
ing to'  the  mysterious  yet  significant  language  of 
heraldry,  are  *•  quarterly  1 and  4 per  chevron  sa. 
and  erm.,  in  chief  two  boars’ heads  couped  close, 
or  2 and  3 quarterly  per  fesse  indented  azure  and 
ermine.”  The  crest  is  “ a falcon  with  wings  en- 
dorsed preying  on  a partridge  ppr.” 

There  are  other  families  of  the  same  name 
in  England,  some  of  whom  use  a different  spell- 
ing, and  one,  which  is  of  almost  equal  antiquity 
to  that  mentioned,  traces  its  descent  from  John 
de  Sanford,  Lord  of  Great  Homede,  County 
Herts,  whose  name  is  found  in  the  records  as  far 
back  as  1199  and  1220.  His  son,  Gilbert  de 
Sanford,  Lord  of  Great  Homede,  was  chamber- 
lain  to  Queen  Eleanor,  the  wife  of  King  Henry 
III,  and  daughter  of  Raimond  Berenger,  the  last 
count  of  Provence. 

The  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  America 
was  Thomas  Sanford,  who  landed  in  Boston 
about  1631.  He  is  mentioned  in  the  records  of 
various  places,  the  name  being  sometimes  spelled 
Sampford  or  Samford,  and  was  in  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  in  1634,  and  in  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1639, 
his  name  appearing  among  those  of  the  men  who 
organized  the  town.  He  died  there  in  October, 
1681,  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  whose  maiden  name 
is  unknown,  died  in  the  same  year.  They  had 
a large  family  of  children,  the  first  two  of  whom 
were  born  in  Massachusetts.  Ezekiel,  born  about 
1635,  married  Rebecca  Wickla;  Sarah,  born  in 
1637,  married  Richard  Shute;  Mary,  born  Janu- 
ary 16,  1641,  did  not  marry;  Samuel,  born  April 
30,  1643,  married  Hannah  Brinson;  Thomas, 
born  in  December,  1644,  married  Elizabeth 
Payne;  Ephraim,  born  May  17,  1646,  married 
Mary  Powell;  and  Elizabeth,  born  August  27, 
1648,  married  Obadiah  Allyne.  The  lines  of 
descent  from  Ezekiel,  Samuel  and  Ephraim  are 
traced  below,  and  wherever  reference  is  made  to 
them  they  will  be  distinguished  by  Roman  num- 
erals indicating  the  second  generation. 

II.  Ezekiel  Sapford  was  born  about  1635, 
and  was  married  April  25,  1665,  to  Rebecca 
Wickla.  He  settled  in  Fairfield,  this  county, 
where  his  name  appears  in  a list  of  freemen  in 
1669,  and  his  death  occurred  there  in  1683.  His 
children  were  Sarah,  bom  March  5,  1666,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Cornelius  Hull;  Ezekiel,  Jr., 
through  whom  some  of  the  lines  of  descent  in 
which  we  are  interested  are  traced;  Mary,  bom 
April  3.  1670,  who  married  Theophilus  Hull; 
Rebecca,  born  December  13,  1672,  wife  of  John 
Seeley;  Thomas,  born  May  2,  1675;  Martha, 
born  June  29,  1677;  and  Elizabeth,  born  Sep- 
tember 6,  1679. 
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III.  Ezekiel  Sanford,  Jr.,  son  of  Ezekiel  II, 

was  born  March  6,  1668,  and  died  in  March, 
1729,  his  will  being  dated  January  29,  of  that 
year.  By  occupation  he  was  an  engineer,  and 
had  charge  of  the  erection  of  the  stockade  fort 
at  Saybrook,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut 
river,  for  protection  against  the  Indians.  After- 
ward he  removed  to  Fairfield  and  built  the  first 
mill  in  the  county,  at  Mill  river,  for  which  he 
received  a large  grant  of  land  from  the  English 
government.  He  and  his  wife  Rebecca,  whose 
maiden  name  is  not  now  recalled,  reared  a large 
family  of  children,  viz.:  Joseph,  born  about 

1697;  Lemuel,  born  December  16,  1699;  Zach- 
ariah,  born  November  24,  1701,  who  married 
Ann  Hull;  Ezekiel  (3),  born  July  27,  1704; 

Samuel,  born  February  20,  1707;  Ephraim,  born 
February  12,  1708;  Rebecca,  born  November 
zi,  1710;  Abigail,  born  August  29,  1714;  and 
Elnathan,  born  September  1,  1717.  Of  these. 
Joseph,  Lemuel,  Samuel  and  Ephraim  are  men- 
tioned below,  their  descendants  being  traced  in 
appropriate  order. 

IV.  Joseph  Sanford,  son  of  Ezekiel,  Jr.,  was 
born  about  1697,  and  was  married  February  1 1, 
1725,  to  Catherine  Fairchild,  by  whom  he  had 
nine  children,  whose  names  with  dates  of  birth 
are  as  follows:  Nehemiah,  March  10,  1726; 
Elnathan,  October  11,  1727;  Phoebe,  November 
11,  1729;  Ann,  February  15,  1732;  Timothy, 
February  8,  1734;  Joseph,  June  20,  1736;  Na- 
than, August  15,  1738;  James,  December  14, 
1740,  and  Stephen,  July  16,  1743. 

V.  Nehemiah  Sanford,  the  eldest  son  of 
Joseph,  and  grandson  of  Ezekiel,  Jr.,  died  in 
November,  1815,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  He 
was  married  March  3,  1747,  to  Elizabeth  More- 
house, who  died  July  31,  1810.  Of  their  chil- 
dren, Gershom,  born  August  26,  1748,  died  at  an 
early  age;  Liffe  is  mentioned  below;  Phoebe, 
born  August  20,  1752,  died  in  early  womanhood, 
unmarried;  Ann,  born  October  2,  1755  died 
January  8,  1846;  Catherine,  born  October  31 
1759,  died  November  17,  ,843;  and  Nehemiah’, 
Jr.,  born  in  October,  1762,  died  December  26 
1844. 


VI.  Liffe  Sanford,  son  of  Nehemiah,  am 
great-grandson  of  Ezekiel,  Jr.,  was  born  Augus 
30,  1750,  and  died  December  3,  1815  He  wa 
married  in  1785  to  Huldah  Blackman,  and  ha, 
five  children:  (,)  John  B„  born  in  January 
1788  was  married  in  .812  to  Rebecca  Clark 
and  died  in  1856.  They  had  one  son,  George 
bom  in  1814,  and  two  daughters,  Harriet  R.  am 
Julia  E.  both  of  whom  died  at  an  early  age 

$ WUSLa'.b0rn  January.  >790,  died  in  182s 
(3)  Joseph,  born  April  12,  1792,  died  in  1864 


He  was  married  in  1830,  to  Maria  Young,  by 
whom  he  had  three  daughters:  Jane  E.,  born 
September  22,  1832;  Martha  Ann,  born  June 
n,  1835,  and  Eebecca  M.,  born  February  18, 
1844.  (4)  Lfcura,  born  in  April,  1794,  was  mar- 
ried in  1821  to  Bushnell  Bostwick,  and  her  death 
occurred  in  1857;  she  had  one  daughter,  Julia  E. 
Bostwick,  born  July  20,  1823.  (5)  Glover, 

born  in  March,  1797,  died  in  1878.  He  married 
Betsey  Lake,  and  had  five  children,  born  as  fol- 
lows— Charles  H.,  March  24,  1823;  Homer  B., 
June,  1824;  Frederick  S.,  February,  1826;  Ed- 
win G.,  May,  1832;  and  Charlotte E.,  May,  1838. 
The  sons  of  Glover  Sanford  all  moved  to  Bridge- 
port from  Bridgewater,  Conn.  Charles  H.  and 
Edwin  G.,  now  living  (Edwin  G.  is  now  presi- 
dent of  the  City  National  Bank  ; Charles  H.  is 
retired);  Homer  and  Fred  are  both  deceased. 

IV.  Lemuel  Sanford,  son  of  Ezekiel,  Jr.,  and 
grandson  of  Ezekiel  II,  was  born  December  16, 
1699,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Redding,  this 
county,  where  he  became  prominent  as  a citizen, 
serving  as  one  of  the  first  committeemen  of  the 
colony.  He  is  named  as  an  original  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church  of  that  town.  On 
May  12,  1730,  he  married  Rebecca  Squires,  of 
Fairfield,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  viz.: 
Hezekiah,  born  March  1,  1731;  Rebecca,  born 
October  29,  1732;  Sarah,  September.  1 1 , 1 734: 
Anna,  October  19,  1736,  died  December  4,  1743; 
Lydia,  born  May  19,  1738;  Lemuel,  April  18, 
1740;  Ezekiel,  born  June  30,  1742;  Anna  (2), 
born  October  7,  1744;  Eunice,  born  September 
10,  1746,  and  Rhoda,  born  February  20,  1 749- 
Each  of  the  sons  married  and  left  descendants, 
and  the  various  lines  are  traced  below. 

V.  Hezekiah  settled  upon  a farm  in  Redding 

Centre,  and  he  and  his  wife  Hannah  had  a family 
of  five  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  bap- 
tism are  as  follows:  1.  Aaron,  May  29,  1757!  z- 
Hannah,  August  26,  1759;  3.  William,  October 
14, 1764:4.  Eunice,  June  7,  1772;  and  5.  Huldah, 
May  18,  1777.  1.  Aaron  Sanford,  Sr.,  eldest 

son  of  Hezekiah,  was  the  first  male  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  New  England,  and 
when  a class  was  organized  in  Redding  in  179° 
he  became  its  leader.  Later  he  did  acceptable 
work  as  a local  preacher,  and  the  itinerant  min- 
isters of  that  day  always  found  a home  in  his 
house,  where  meetings  were  often  held.  On 
November  2,  1780,  he  married  Lydia  Hawley, 
daughterofWilliam  Hawley,  and  had  tenchildren. 
(1)  Betsey,  born  October  5,  1781,  married  John 
R.  Hill.  (2)  Hannah,  born  May  31,  > 7**4.  mar" 
ried  Rev.  Aaron  Hunt,  a Methodist  minister,  w 0 
was  located  for  some  time  in  Redding.  (3)  Aar°n> 
Jr.,  born  July  8,  1786,  settled  on  Redding  Ridge, 
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and  was  married  December  19,  1813,  to  Fanny 
Hill,  daughter  of  Andrew  L.  Hill,  the  children  of 
the  union  being:  Andrew  H.,  Daniel,  Mary, 
Clara,  Henry,  Aaron  (now  a resident  of  New- 
town), Fanny,  Jesse  L.,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  John 
and  Julia  H.  (4)  Hawley,  born  July  16,  1789, 
was  married  (first)  on  November  2,  1814,  to  Bet- 
sey Stow,  who  died  leaving  two  children,  Russel 
and  Betsey,  and  on  November  20,  1823,  he 
formed  a second  matrimonial  union,  this  time 
with  Sarah  Ketchum,  by  whom  he  had  seven 
children:  Francis  A.,  Aaron  K.  (a  Methodist 
minister,  and  at  one  time  the  presiding  elder  of  the 
Poughkeepsie  District),  Hawley,  Lydia,  David, 
Morris  and  Mary.  (5)  Jesse  Lee,  born  July  27, 
1791,  died  . (6)  Eunice,  born 

August  10,  1793,  died  . (7)  Wal- 

ter, born  February  18,  1796,  was  married  (first) 
on  December  6,  1821,  to  Harriet  M.  Booth  (who 
died  leaving  one  son,  Charles),  and  (second)  to 
Emily  Gorham.  (8)  Charlotte,  born  January  8, 
1800,  married  Thomas  B.  Fanton.  (9)  Lydia, 
born  September  23,  1803,  married  Aaron  San- 
ford Hyatt.  (10)  William  A.,  born  January  15, 
1807,  was  married  May  2,  1832,  to  Harriet 
Tuttle. 

V.  Of  the  other  sons  of  Lemuel,  son  of 
Ezekiel,  Jr.,  Lemuel,  born  April  18,  1740,  settled 
in  Redding  Centre,  near  his  father,  and  was  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  locality  in  his  day. 
In  addition  to  holding  many  township  offices  he 
served  for  some  time  as  representative  in  the 
General  Assembly,  and  as  associate  judge  of  the 
county  court.  During  the  Revolution  he  was  a 
member  of  the  "committee  of  supplies,"  his 
duties  keeping  him  at  Danbury,  while  holding  the 
position  of  judge  of  the  county  court.  On  Sep- 
tember 20,  1768,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Russell, 
of  North  Branford,  Conn.,  and  an  interesting 
story  is  told  of  that  event.  He  left  Redding  on 
horseback  early  on  the  morning  of  his  wedding 
day,  but  owing  to  the  state  of  the  roads  was  so 
delayed  that  he  did  not  reach  Branford  until 
midnight.  The  guests  had  dispersed  and  the 
family  had  retired,  but  he  aroused  them,  collected 
the  guests,  secured  a minister,  and  had  the  cere- 
mony performed.  The  next  day  he  and  his  bride 
made  the  return  trip  to  Redding  on  horseback. 
Seven  children  were  born  of  this  union:  1. 
Lemuel,  Jr.,  July  18,  1769;  2.  Rhoda,  March  4, 
•773!  3-  Mary,  May  18,  1 776,  wife  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Peck;  4.  Abigail,  1779  (deceased  in  in- 
fancy); 5.  Jonathan  R.,  February  11.  1782;  6. 
Abigail  (2),  April  18,  1784;  and  7.  Lucretia,  May 
4,  «786. 

VI.  Lemuel,  Jr.,  (1)  was  educated  at  a famous 
academy  at  Greenfield'  Hill,  conducted  by  Presi- 


dent Dwight,  and  later  settled  upon  a farm  in 
Redding  Centre,  where  his  ability  gave  him  much 
influence  in  political  and  other  affairs.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Heron,  daughter  of  Squire  Heron,  and 
had  two  children:  Julia,  who  married  Rev. 
Thomas  F.  Davis,  a Congregational  minister, 
located  at  one  time  at  Greens  Farms;  and  Mary, 
who  married  Dr.  Nehemiah  Perry,  of  Ridgefield, 
this  county,  and  had  a son,  also  a physician  at 
that  place. 

VI.  Jonathan  R.  (5),  the  second  son  of  Judge 
Sanford,  was  married  October  17,  1808,  to  Maria, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas  Davis,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred August  20,  1858.  He  held  in  a marked 
degree  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  ably  ful- 
filling the  duties  of  various  official  positions,  both 
public  and  private.  At  different  times  he  repre- 
sented his  town  in  the  Legislature,  and  for  half  a 
century  he  held  the  offices  of  town  clerk  and 
treasurer,  besides  serving  for  several  years  as 
judge  of  probate  for  the  district  of  Redding.  He 
had  two  daughters:  (1)  Amanda,  and  (2)  Maria, 
the  latter  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  three 
sons:  (3)  Lemuel,  (4)  Jonathan  R.,  Jr.,  and  (5) 
Thomas,  all  living  in  1881.  (3)  Lemuel  mar- 

ried Abby  M.  Hill,  daughter  of  Bradley  Hill, 
and  had  six  children:  Mary  Russell,  Lillia,  Abby, 
Martha,  Alice  Lulu  and  Jonathan  B.  (4)  Jona- 
than R.,  Jr.,  married  Clarissa,  youngest  daughter 
of  Deacon  Samuel  Read,  and  his  only  child, 
Hannah  Maria, died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four.  (5) 
Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the  three  sons  of  Jona- 
than R.,  married  Charlotte  A.  Hewitt,  of  Corn- 
wall, Litchfield  county.  Conn.,  and  had  two 
children:  Thomas  F.  and  May  A. 

V.  Ezekiel  Sanford,  called  " Captain ’’ San- 
ford, third  son  of  Lemuel  and  Rebecca  (Squires) 
Sanford,  and  grandson  of  Ezekiel,  Jr.,  was  born 
June  30,  1742,  and  made  his  home  in  Boston: 
District,  in  the  western  part  of  the  town  of 
Reading.  On  November  21,  1773,  he  married 
Abigail  Starr,  and  they  had  at  least  four  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Mollie,  baptized  December  18,  1774; 

Rebecca,  April  24,  1 777;  Ezekiel,  November  1, 
1778;  and  Abigail,  March  19,  1780.  Some  of 
the  descendants  of  this  couple  are  now  living  in 
Amenia,  New  York. 

IV.  Capt.  Samuel  Sanford,  son  of  Ezekiel, 
Jr.,  and  grandson  of  Ezekiel  II,  was  born  Febru- 
ary 20,  1707,  and  settled  in  Umpawaug,  where 
he  died  November  6,  1768.  On  January  11, 

1733,  he  married  Sarah  Meeker,  by  whom  he  had 

eleven  children:  (1)  Daniel,  born  February  25, 

1734,  was  married  April  18,  1758,  to  Esther 

Hull,  and  had  several  children,  among  whom 
were  Eli,  baptized  August  16,  1761,  and  Chloe, 
baptized  July  5,  1767.  (2)  Seth,  born  August 
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18,  1735,  was  married  April  25,  1759,  to  Re- 
becca, daughter  of  Deacon  Stephen  Burr,  who 
in  his  will,  dated  1776,  mentions  her  children, 
Elias,  Ebenezer,  Joel,  Elijah,  Samuel  and  Seth. 
(3)  Mary,  born  February  16,  1738,  married  Tim- 
othy Sanford,  son  of  Joseph.  (4)  David,  born 
November  16,  1739,  was  baptized  December  2 
of  the  same  year.  (5)  Abigail,  born  January  16, 
1743,  was  married  December  21,  1762,  to  John 
Hawley.  (6)  Samuel.  Jr.,  born  April  24,  1745. 
■was  married  in  1767  to  Sarah  Olmsted,  and  the 
children  mentioned  in  the  town  records  are: 
Uriah,  baptized  February  14,  1768,  and  Thomas, 
baptized  December  17,  1769.  (7)  Sarah,  bom 

May  6,  1747,  was  baptized  on  the  10th  of  the 
same  month.  (8)  Esther,  born  April  9,  1749. 
was  baptized  April  16,  1749.  (9)  Ezra,  born 

February  26,  1751,  was  baptized  on  March  25, 
of  the  same  year.  (10)  Rachel,  born  February 
2,  1753,  was  baptized  on  the  25th  of  that  month. 
(11)  Peter,  born  May  18,  1756,  was  married  June 
1,  1780,  to  Abigail  Keeler. 

IV.  Ephraim  Sanford,  son  of  Ezekiel,  Jr., 
and  grandson  of  Ezekiel  II,  was  born  February 
12,  1718,  and  settled  at  Sanford  Town,  a little 
settlement  one  mile  south  of  Redding  Centre, 
this  county,  where  he  owned  a large  amount  of 
land  as  is  shown  by  deeds  now  in  the  possession 
of  his  descendants,  some  dating  back  as  far  as 
1733.  According  to  family  tradition  he  was  the 
first  man  to  open  a store  at  Redding,  his  goods 
being  brought  from  Boston.  His  will  was  dated 
January  30,  1761.  On  October  7,  1730,  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Mix,  by  whom  he  had  a large  fam- 
ily of  children;  Elizabeth  was  bom  July  1,  1731 ; 
Rachel,  bom  July  23,  1733,  married  Stephen 
Mead;  Abigail,  born  May  10,  1735,  was  married 
October  2,  1755,  to  Daniel  Jackson;  Hannah, 
bom  March  3,  1737,  married  David  Lyon;  John 
and  Oliver  are  mentioned  below;  Lois,  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1743,  married  Joseph  Lyon ; Tabitha* 
bom  February  28,  1746;  Huldah,  born  April  25, 
1748;  and  Ephraim,  Jr.,  born  May  25,  1750,  are 
mentioned  in  the  will;  Augustus,  born  July  12, 
*753.  died  in  1788;  and  Esther,  bom  April  24, 
*755.  died  at  an  early  age. 

John,  bom  April  26,  1739,  married,  and  set- 
tled in  the  Foundry  District,  in  Redding.  His 
children  were— James,  Stephen,  Ephraim,  John, 
Jr.,  Huldah,  Lois,  Betty,  Elizabeth  and  Annie. 
The  eldest  son,  Janies,  who  settled  near  his  father, 
was  a teamster  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  was  present  at  the  execution  of  Jones  and 
Smith  on  Gallows  Hill.  He  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Rev.  John  Beach,  a faithful  mission- 
ary of  the  Church  of  England,  and  was  the  father 
of  Squire  James  Sanford.  John,  Jr.,  the  fourth 


son  of  John,  located  in  Redding,  and  was  the  fa- 
ther of  John  W.  Sanford,  a well-known  citizen. 
Oliver,  son  of  Ephraim  (IV),  was  born  Septem- 
ber 17,  1741,  and  was  married  in  April,  1767,  to 
Rachel,  daughter  of  Deacon  David  Coley,  of 
Weston.  The  following  children  were  born  of 
the  union:  Mary,  baptized  July  3'.  1 7^8 ; David, 

August  20,  1769;  Ephraim,  September  15,  1771; 
Abigail,  May  29,  1774;  Enoch  A.,  April  28,  1776; 
Levi,  December  14.  1 777;  Oliver  C.,  Betsey  and 
Loraine. 

II.  Samuel  Sanford,  second  son  of  Thomas, 
the  pioneer  settler  at  Milford,  has  many  descend- 
ants in  Newtown.  He  was  born  April  30,  1643, 
and  died  in  1691.  On  April  16,  1674,  he  married 
Hannah  Bronson,  by  whom  he  had  the  following 
children:  Hannah,  born  February  2, 1675,  mar- 

ried James  Right;  Thomas,  born  September  29, 
1678,  died  March  3,  1679;  Samuel,  bom  March 

12,  1680,  married  Easther  Baldwin,  daughter  of 

Nathaniel  Baldwin,  and  sister  of  Ester  Baldwin, 
who  married  his  cousin  Samuel;  Sarah,  born  July 
to,  1682;  Mary,  born  April  16.  1685,  died  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1703;  Thomas,  born  May  4,  1687,  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Barry,  of  Farmington,  and  died  in 

>63°. 

III.  Samuel  Sanford,  born  March  12,  1080, 

married  Easther  Baldwin,  who  was  bom  in  1683. 
and  in  1711  went  to  Newtown.  Their  children 
were:  Nathaniel,  bom  December  3,  1 702<  aD 

Samuel,  born  April  1,  1704,  both  of  whom  are 
mentioned  below;  Ebenezer,  bom  February  22, 
1705,  died  August  2,  1713;  Esther,  born  Febru- 
ary 10,  170 7;  John,  born  October  17,  I7°9.  died 
April  14,  1785;  Daniel,  born  November  1,  i7n> 
Stephen  and  Moses,  born  in  1713;  Job,  born  Jan- 
uary 10,  1715;  Hannah,  born  January  6,  1717. 
and  Rachel,  bom  June  13,  1720.  who  marne 
Eben  Booth.  , 

IV.  Nathaniel,  the  eldest  son  of  Samuel 
III,  born  December  3,  1702,  was  married  Oc- 
tober 16,  1728,  to  Elizabeth  Seeley,  and  die 
April  14,  1768.  He  settled  in  Umpawaug,  an  ' 
was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Redding.  His  children  were 
Nathan,  bom  September  8>  1 729i  ^bel  •’ 
baptized  March  25,  173.3^-  Ruth,  baptized  May 
12.  1737;  and  Esther,  baptized  May  27,  ' 744- 

IV.  Samuel,  the  second'  son  of  Samuel  • 
born  April  1,  1704,  was-  married  June  16,  1 73  • 
to  Hannah  Gilbert,  and  died  March  7-  ’7 5°-  , 

had  the  following  children:  Thomas,  born  Mar 
3,  1732;  Amos,  born  October  18,  1733.  w 0 
mentioned  below;  Mary,  born  in  1 735 ! Jam  .' 
bom  in  1736;  Sarah  (Mrs.  Jonah  Platt),  born 
1738;  Hannah,  bom  in  174°.  d'ed  Marc  - 
1758;  Samuel,  born  in.  1743,  who  is  mentione 
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below;  and  Lois  (Mrs.  Samuel  Stevens),  born  in 
1750. 

V.  Amos,  born  October  18,  1733,  was  mar- 
ried January  13.  1757,  to  Mary  Clagston.  and 
the  following  chi'dren  were  born  of  the  union- 
David  November  9,  1757;  Betsey,  March  23, 
1759;  Caleb,  August  22,  1761;  Ezra,  May  8 
*763;  and  John. 

V-  ,Sal5“el  Sanford,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Hannah  Gilbert  Sanford,  and  grandson  of 
Samuel  II,  was  born  in  1743,  and  died  Novem- 
He  was  married  August  19,  1765. 
to  Abiah  Dunning,  and  after  her  death  he  formed 

?p*enC°?t  lhii  time  w>‘h  Mrs.  Charity 

( oote)  Bristol.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  a 
arge  family  of  children,  as  follows:  Annett,  born 
rc.b  12-  '766;  Isaac,  born  February  2,  1768 
Xediinna  BlfoIjJ°siah-  born  September  6. 
SentP  dKd 17801  Betsey  (Mrs.  Downs),  born 
September  26,  1771;  Sarah  (Mrs.  Thomas  Lyon), 

thJ  hy26'  I773;  J°el-  born  March  23,  1775; 
Ruah,  born  m .777,  died  in  1?7g.  R^(2) 

£ J-e5  Bennett),  bom  December  1.  1779; 
^bah  (Mrs  Andrew  Winton),  born  June  3 
! 3f  ”!sia  (Mrs.  Eli  Winton),  born  in 
By  hi,  t $ ’ b0r"  in  *785.  died  in  1792. 

three1  child S Samue)  Sanford  had 

1790  dieH  vr  /^biah  Ann,  born  February  10, 

179?’  died  ^ i3’  ,86,;  J°siah-  born  June  9 

.'7^  d&FK’  I8S':  aDd  Phil°-  born  Juf; 

1 1 p' ^ d-  FeBruary  23, 1873.  J 

Thomas  Lhe  younSest  son  o f 

and  was  marS  n’  born  May  *7-  >646, 
Powell  daughter  of°TK  ,8i  ,669'  to  Mary 
Haven  ThevhJdl  Th,?mas  Powe11-  o{  New 
born  Septemhpi  ^Bhei°  °W,ng  children:  Mary, 
ary  26,  1672  died  •’  ' w°’  Samuel-  born  Janu- 
May  9 16-.'  • lnfancy;  Samuel  (2),  born 
bom  May  7t  S™e"tl0"ed  below;  Ephraim.  Jr., 
born  January  ao7^  ^-'7'  l?28;  Thomas, 
tbaniel,  born  Orr  t,79’  dled  ln  Apn1’  *7*3;  Na- 
7acharah  tom  M ru10'  ,68z’  died  in *7471 
III.  Samue,  S?a/Cb  ^ l686-  died  in  1713. 
born  May  9 167^  ^ j°"  °f  EPhraim  H,  was 

w«born  N;ve  7trm?rned^Ster  Baldwin-  wh° 

ter  of  Nathaniel  Raid  4-'  the  eidest  daugh- 

ing  children  1Ha^T  rx7heyhadthe  folIow- 

bom  June  28  “lTb  (MrS'  J0SePh  Gunn), 
i698,  married'  au-96-’,  Samuel,  born  May  29 

boS 

Lnchfield ; Man,  7m*  Ma,ry  C’ark'  and  settled  in 
July  5,  i702.  ,ry  ( lrs-  Jonah  Northrup),  born 

Julyx I3'  ^ is 

David  born  • Pifn’  born  November  20, 

^year;  Dav^r^^c  1708’  died  in  ^ 

•named  Rachel  <;[  ' b°rn  SePtember  8,  1709. 

rong,  and  died  January  16, 


1 7 5 1 i Esther  (Mrs.  Samuel  Bristol),  born  No- 
vember 9,  1711;  Abigail  (Mrs.  Pierson),  born 
October  14,  1714;  and  Elizabeth,  born  Decem- 
ber 13,  1716. 

IV.  Jonathan  Sanford,  born  July  13,  1704, 
married  Hannah  Platt,  and  settled  on  Walnut 
Hill,  Sandy  Hook,  in  the  town  of  Newtown.  He 
was  married  July  8,  1725,  to  Phoebe  Platt,  and 
after  her  death  he  formed  a second  matrimonial 
union,  this  time  with  Hannah  Platt,  who  was  bom 
in  1705,  and  died  July  8,  1775.  By  the  first 
marriage  he  had  two  children:  Phoebe,  bora  Au- 
gust 1,  1726,  and  Hannah,  born  August  27, 1727. 
By  the  second  marriage  there  were  three  chil- 
dren: Jonah  died  September  8,  1788;  Solomon 
died  February  25,  1784;  add  Jonathan,  Jr.,  bora 
March  20,  1737,  died  May  1,  1807.  Solomon 
married  Mehitabel  Northrup,  and  had  four  chil- 
dren: Amos  Northrup,  Olive  Ann,  Josiah  and 
Jerusha.  Jonathan,  Jr.,  left  two  children:  Solo- 
mon and  Huldah. 


ENRY  C.  STURGES.  Among  the  descend- 

ants  of  the  old  and  honored  families  of 

Fairfield  county  none  is  better  known  or  more 
deservedly  honored  than  Henry  C.  Sturges, 
whose  ancestors  for  generations  have  been  prom- 
inent in  the  affairs  of  the  town  of  Fairfield  from 
the  time  of  its  organization.  Mr.  Sturges  was 
born  May  31,  1846,  in  that  town,  and  at  the  old 
family  homestead  where  he  spends  the  greater 
portion  of  the  year,  and  is  a son  of  Jonathan  and 
Mary  Pemberton  (Cady)  Sturges.  The  mother, 
who  was  a lady  eminent  for  her  literary  attain- 
ments and  interest  in  philanthropic  work,  was  a 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  Pemberton  Cady,  of  New 
London,  a lineal  descendant  of  the  Rev.  Eben- 
ezer Pemberton,  pastor  of  the  Old  South  Church 
of  Boston. 

Jonathan  Sturges,  father  of  Henry  C.,  was 
born  in  Southport,  Conn.,  March  24,  1802,  and 
was  educated  at  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
place.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  went  to  New 
York  City.  Commencing  commercial  life  as  an 
errand  boy  in  the  employ  of  Leuman  Reid,  on 
Front  street,  he  by  close  application  to  business, 
carefulness  and  natural  shrewdness,  rose  step  by 
step  till  we  find  him  in  time  a member  of  the 
widely-known  firm  of  Reid  & Sturges,  afterward 
Sturges,  Bennet  & Co.,  New  York.  Prosperity 
crowned  his  efforts,  and  his  success  in  life  may 
be  ascribed  to  positive,  determined  pursuit  of 
business,  and  to  the  fact  that  he  was  a man  of 
honesty  and  integrity.  At  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred November  28,  1874,  he  left  an  ample 


Digitized  by 


Google 


874 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


fortune.  For  several  years  he  was  a director  of 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company.  He  mar- 
ried in  New  York,  and  was  the  parent  of  six 
children,  as  follows:  Virginia  R.  is  the  widow  of 

William  H.  Osborn,  for  many  years  president  of 
the  Illinois  Central  railroad,  with  residence  at 
Garrison,  N.  Y.;  Frederick  is  a capitalist  of  New 
York  City,  his  summer  residence  being  in  Fair- 
field,  Conn. ; Amelia,  wife  of  J.  P.  Morgan,  the 
well-known  banker,  died  at  Nice,  France;  Ed- 
Wafd  is  a retired  merchant,  now  residing  in  New 
York-,  Arthur  P.,  who  was  a graduate  from 
Columbia  College  and  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary,  died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-six 
years;  and  Henry  C.  The  father  died  in  1874, 
the  mother  in  1 894. 

Henry  C.  Sturges  received  an  education  in  the 
test  schools  of  the  period,  and  to  the  thorough- 
ness of  these  may  be  ascribed  his  penchant  for 
classical  lore  and  belles-lettres,  as  well  as  his 
love  of  travel,  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  an- 
tiquities. In  New  York  he  first  attended  a school 
in  Nineteenth  street,  opposite  Peter  Goelet's  res- 
idence, after  which  he  pursued  a course  of  study 
a't  Flushing  Institute,  Flushing,  L.  I.,  and  Co- 
lumbia Grammar  School,  and  then  entered  Co- 
umbia  College  as  a member  of  the  class  of  ’69. 
Deciding  to  make  the  legal  profession  his  life 
pursuit,  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  Co- 
lumbia College  Law  School,  and  had  covered  the 
major  portion  of  his  course  when  he  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  his  studies  owing  partly  to  an 
impairment  of  his  eyesight  and  partly  on  account 
of  his  father’s  decease,  which  necessitated  his 
entire  time  and  attention  being  devoted  to  busi- 
ness interests  and  to  the  care  of  his  widowed 
mother.  For  the  past  thirty  years  his  spare 
time  has  been  pretty  much  occupied  with  liter- 
ary pursuits,  the  collecting  and  perusing  of 
books,  old  records  (manuscripts  or  otherwise), 
legendary,  historical  and  biographical  docu- 
ments, antiquities,  etc.,  and  he  is  the  proud  pos- 
sessor of  one  of  the  finest  private  libraries  to  be 
found  in  the  State,  to  which  he  is  constantly 
adding.  At  his  own  expense  he  has  had  put 
into  form  certain  public  records,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  preserved  “pro  bono  publico." 
In  fact,  no  man  deserves  his  wealth  better,  or 
employs  it  more  judiciously,  liberally  and  unself- 
ishly. 

On  November  8,  1883,  Mr.  Sturges  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Adams  Mc- 
Whorter, of  Augusta,  Ga.,  a member  of  a Con- 
necticut family  closely  allied  to  the  Adamses  of 
Litchfield.  Children  as  follows  have  graced  this 
union:  Henry  Pemberton,  Anna  Adams,  George 
McWhorter,  and  Mary  Cady,  all  yet  living  ex- 


cept George  McWhorter,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years. 

Mr.  Sturges  was  baptized  in  the  Fulton  Street 
( New  York ) church,  and  for  many  years  was 
connected  with  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church;  at 
the  present  time,  however,  he  is  identified  with 
the  Congregational  Church.  Politically,  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  but  though  an  active  sup- 
porter of  his  party  has  at  no  time  in  his  career 
either  sought  or  held  office.  Among  the  many 
societies,  clubs,  etc.,  of  which  he  is  a member, 
may  be  mentioned  the  following:  The  Delta  Psi 

(College)  Fraternity;  Grolier  Club  (America's 
greatest  literary  club);  New  York  Archaeological, 
Historical  and  Geographical  Societies;  Union 
League  Club;  University  Club;  St.  Anthony 
Club;  New  York  Yacht  Club,  and  Bridgeport 
Yacht  Club.  As  an  enthusiastic  yachtsman,  be 
has  been  actively  identified  with  the  organization 
of  various  yacht  clubs.  In  fishing  and  hunting 
he  is  also  an  enthusiast,  while  as  a traveler  his 
experience  has  been  extensive  and  diversified;  he 
has  several  times  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  while 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  he  has  visited  Central 
America,  Mexico,  the  West  Indies,  etc.  During 
the  greater  part  of  the  year  he  resides  at  the 
pleasant  old  home  of  his  forefathers  in  the  town 
of  Fairfield,  a few  weeks  during  the  winter  season 
being  spent  in  New  York  City. 

With  ample  wealth,  refined  literary  tastes 
and  wide  popularity,  coupled  with  an  easy  and 
natural  generosity  and  liberality,  Mr.  Sturges  is 
an  admirable  specimen  of  the  men  of  whom  this 
country  has  a right  to  be  proud. 


COL.  WILLIAM  H.  TALLMADGE,  one  of 
the  prominent  and  wealthy  citizens  of  Fair- 
field  county,  who  claim  Stamford  as  their  home, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  New  Canaan,  February 
22,  1844.  , 

Major  Tallmadge,  the  great-grandfather  0 
our  subject,  was  a resident  of  Stamford,  an 
took  a prominent  part  in  the  municipal  affairs. 
His  title  of  Major  was  obtained  through  military 
services.  He  married  at  an  early  age,  and  in 
family  of  children  was  a son  John.  John  Ta  - 
madge  was  of  the  “Uncle  Sam”  type,  rugge  • 
honest,  shrewd  and  reliable,  and  made  his  home 
at  Tallmadge  Hill,  New  Canaan,  Conn,  rte 
married  Sarah  Bates,  and  they  became  the  par 
ents  of  the  following  children:  John  L.,  be 

and  William. 

John  L.  Tallmadge  passed  his  early  days  1 
New  Canaan,  and  in  the  schools  of  that  tow 
received  his  literary  training.  He  early  ea.rI? 
the  trade  of  carpenter  or  cabinet-maker,  and 
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came  a noted  builder,  specimens  of  his  work 
being  found  in  the  many  dwellings  in  Stamford, 
Darien,  and  Norwalk,  as  well  as  elsewhere 
through  the  country  where  first-class  workman- 
ship was  desired.  He  married  Clarinda  Davis 
a native  of  New  Canaan,  and  in  1847  they  moved 
to  Stamford,  where  their  children  were  reared 
In  their  family  were:  Charles  L„  of  Brooklyn,’ 
N.  Y ; Mary  J.,  deceased;  William  H.;  and  Julia 
E.  of  Brooklyn.  The  father  of  this  family  was 
a stanch  Democrat  in  politics. 

Co’'  YlU,fa?  H'  Tallraadge  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Stamford,  and  later  in  Wilbraham 
Seminary,  Wdbraham,  Mass.,  New  Britain  Nor- 
mal School,  and  also  in  the  Medical  Department 

C°ieRe'  , °n  leaving  school  he  found 
himself  ready  to  face  the  world  even  though  it 

Z'cTT  H'  b“*»«  o 

the  Columbian  Coast  Wrecking  Company;  o’ 
ew  York  City,  and,  though  a poor  boy  at  th 
c,onnection’  be  left  thecompam 

wi  in  ihe  ? his  credit.  For  nine  years  h 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  N.  Y..  N.  H.  & H R 

Thea’t'er  in  m “5*  V,e“ture-  manag'"g  the  Glob 
causing  him  fiT  T°rk  Clt-V’  was  a si6nal  failure 
gaged  in S * °SS  °f  He  then  en 

money  to^nn  -lmport,ng  business  through  loaninf 
ing  This  ” ‘^P^ler  Wh°Se  business  was  declin 
tjon.  Pr°Ved  lucrative  under  his  able  direc 

hastef,tlyeAndlp:°HCiaI'y’  C°Iond  TaIlmadg< 

the  old  school  h»  admg  P3*1-  A Democrat  o: 
bers  of  the  rw  W38  °~e  °*  tbe  or*ginal  mem- 
a«d  for  sbteen  Crat,<lC1Ub  °f  NeW  Y°rk  City, 

Connecticut  stater"8*6!^5  3 member  of  tb‘ 

way  could  he  he  entral  Committee,  but  in  nc 
although  he  has  regaTded  as  an  office  seeker, 
ford,  and  at  one  > , M an  assessor  °f  Stan^ 

Indian  and  Dish  'm-e  bed  tbe  °ffice  of  Special 
ment.  “ ^ for  the  Govern- 

?■  0"».  iXr*  vt'r1  ,he " * »«■■» 

form  Club  and^Hoh ' M''  Lotus  Club,  Re- 

'796,  and  his  Penial  en  Turtle  Club,  founded  in 
made  him  a wefcoml  aad  courteous  manner  has 
and  won  for  him  ^ add'tion  to  any  gathering, 
On  Sente Tu  hf‘  °f  warm  '"ends 
was  united  in  Colonel  Tallmadge 

Hoyt,  a daughter  of'3!66  MlSS  Catherine  J. 

°f  one  of  th/oMesr  J3jm,fs  **oyt’  and  a member 
county.  This  a”,d  best  families  in  Fairfield 
son.  William  H.,  j”"  haS  been  bIessed  with  one 


sonlifv  ^ILCOXSON.  The  V 

tlon  'mm  pioneerhffmbeen  prominent  in  tl: 
tmes,  and  the  subject 


sketch,  a well-known  resident  of  Stratford,  is  of 
the  seventh  generation  in  direct  descent  from  I. 
William  Wilcoxson,  a native  of  Lancashire, 
England,  a weaver  by  trade,  who  became  one  of 
the  early  settlers  in  Massachusetts,  and  was  made 
a freeman,  or  voter,  there  in  1636.  About  1640 
he  came  to  this  county  from  Concord,  Mass.,  and 
settled  in  Stratford  township,  where  his  descend- 
ants are  numerous.  He  died  there  in  1651. 
The  members  of  the  family  have  been  chiefly 
identified  with  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  their 
character  and  lives  they  have  displayed  the  quali- 
ties which  constitute  good  citizenship. 

II.  John  Wilcoxson.  son  of  William,  was  born 
in  Stratford,  1634. 

III.  William  Wilcoxson,  the  next  in  the  line 
of  descent  which  we  are  now  tracing,  was  born 
in  Stratford,  1659,  and  died  December  1 1 , 1712; 
he  married  Hester  Brinsmade. 

IV.  Nathan  Wilcoxson,  our  subject’s  great- 
grandfather, was  a native  of  Stratford,  born  May 
12,  1729,  married  Mary  Beach  May  16,  1759. 

V.  Beach  Wilcoxson,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Stratford  November  4,  1767, 
and  died  April  25,  1852.  like  his  ancestors  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  there.  OnApril9,  1810, 
he  married  Annie  Beebe,  of  the  same  town,  and 
had  four  children,  one  of  whom,  Hester,  died  in 
childhood;  the  others  were:  Nathan  B.,  our  sub- 
ject’s father;  Mary  Ann,  who  married  Miner 
Higby,  a shoemaker  by  trade,  and  who  after- 
ward became  a manufacturer  of  straw  hats;  and 
Asenath,  who  married  Ezra  D.  Keeler,  a harness 
maker  in  Bridgeport. 

VI.  Nathan  B.  Wilcoxson  was  born  in  Strat- 
ford, August  27,  1815,  and  died  in  1858.  He 
was  a prominent  citizen,  and  while  he  was  not 
especially  active  in  politics,  he  was  a firm  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party.  His  wife,  Susan 
(Pritchard),  who  died  in  1863,  was  a daughter  of 
Jesse  Pritchard,  of  Milford,  Conn.,  and  a mem- 
ber of  a pioneer  family  of  that  locality,  her  an- 
cestors having  come  from  England  originally. 
Five  children  were  born  of  this  marriage:  Will- 
iam B. , a shoemaker  by  trade,  served  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
five  years;  Mary  Ann,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-five,  married  Oscar  B.  Lane,  of  Walling- 
ford, Conn.,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  who  was 
formerly  a mechanic,  but  is  now  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a grocer;  Nathan  F.,  our  subject,  was 
third  in  the  order  of  birth;  Susan  E.  married 
James  H.  Bailey,  a mechanic  of  Wallingford; 
and  Esther  A.  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen. 

VII.  Nathan  F.  Wilcoxson  was  born  June  4, 
1847,  *n  the  town  of  Stratford,  and  at  the  early 
age  of  thirteen  he  began  to  earn  his  own  Iiveli- 
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hood  by  working  as  a (arm  hand.  After  a few 
years  he  went  to  sea,  but  becoming  weary  of  a 
sailor's  life  he  settled  at  Wallingford,  where  he 
was  employed  for  some  time  in  a silver  shop. 
Later  he  returned  to  Stratford  and  engaged  in 
business  as  a house  painter,  and  for  five  years  he 
owned  and  conducted  a drug  store  there.  About 
1 888  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  which 
he  has  since  continued  successfully,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  an  excellent  supply  of  goods  in  that  line, 
he  carries  a fine  stock  of  hardware,  crockery,  tin- 
ware and  notions.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  he  is.  active  in  local  affairs,  although  not  a 
politician  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term.  For 
five  years  he  was  a member  of  Company  K, 
4th  Regt.  Conn.  N.  G.,  and  he  is  connected 
with  the  Masonic  Fraternity  as  a member  of  St. 
John’s  Lodge  No.  8,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Stratford, 
with  which  he  united  about  twenty-five  years  ago. 

On  April  30.  1878,  Mr.  Wilcoxson  married 
Miss  Anna  Imlay,  of  New  York,  a daughter  of 
Robert  Imlay.  She  died  September  15,  1893, 
and  on  September  26,  1894.  he  married  Miss 
Elnora  A.  Wilcoxson,  daughter  of  Hanford  Wil- 
coxson. and  a descendant  of  William,  the  pio- 
neer settler  at  Stratford.  He  has  two  children, 
both  by  the  second  union:  William  Howard  and 
Natalie  May.  


ISAAC  L.  MEAD.  The  history  of  this  enter- 
__  prising  and  successful  business  man,  now  the 
leading  undertaker  of  Greenwich,  furnishes  an 
object  lesson  which  any  ambitious  youth  would 
do  well  to  heed,  as  he  has  made  his  way,  not- 
withstanding many  discouragements,  to  a national 
reputation  in  his  chosen  line  of  effort.  Although 
he  had  an  inclination  toward  other  occupations 
in  early  life,  he  made  the  best  of  circumstances, 
and  having  determined  to  master  the  details  of 
the  business,  he  carried  out  his  investigations  so 
thoroughly  that  he  is  regarded  as  an  authority  on 
the  difficult  art  of  embalming.  The  Mead  Em- 
balming Fluid,  invented  by  him,  has  been  on  the 
market  for  more  than  fifteen  years,  coming  out 
in  advance  of  all  competitors,  and  so  favorably 
is  its  inventor  known  among  his  fellow-craftsmen 
throughout  the  country,  that  he  is  frequently 
called  upon  to  address  large  assemblies.  At  the 
meetings  of  the  New  England  Undertakers  As- 
sociation at  Boston  and  Hartford  he  presented 
valuable  papers  upon  that  special  branch  of 
work. 

As  a citizen  Mr.  Mead  is  held  in  high  esteem. 
He  belongs  to  a prominent  pioneer  family  which 
has  always  been  noted  for  patriotic  spirit,  and 
his  honorable  record  as  a soldier  during  the  Civil 
war  lends  additional  luster  to  the  same.  He  is 


of  the  eighth  generation  in  direct  descent  from 
William  Mead  [other  authorities  say  John],  who 
came  from  England  in  1635  [other  authorities 
say  about  1 642]  and  settled  in  Fairfield  county, 
whose  son  John  came  to  the  town  of  Greenwich 
in  1660.  An  extended  account  of  the  earlier 
generations  of  this  family  appears  elsewhere,  and 
it  will  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  this  sketch 
to  trace  the  line  of  descent,  which  includes  John, 
son  of  the  pioneer,  Ebenezer  (1),  Ebenezer(2), 
Jonas  (1),  Mark,  and  Jonas  (2),  our  subject’s 
father. 

Jonas  Mead  (1),  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  December  25,  1725,  at  Indian 
Field,  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  where  he  made 
his  home,  his  death  occurring  there  September 
14,  1785.  Like  all  of  his  family,  he  gave  much 
attention  to  local  affairs,  and  he  was  especially 
active  in  religious  work,  serving  many  years  as  a 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  at  Green- 
wich. He  had  three  sons,  Noah,  Mark  and 
Jonas,  and  after  his  death  Deacon  Potter  Mead 
became  their  guardian.  Noah  and  Jonas  received 
the  “ home  farm  ” at  Indian  Field  for  their  in- 
heritance, while  Mark,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
chose  to  spend  his  share  of  the  patrimony  in  ob- 
taining an  education  for  the  ministry. 

Rev.  Mark  Mead  was  born  November  6, 
1782,  and  died  in  Greenwich  in  1864.  Many 
years  of  faithful  service  as  a clergyman  in  the 
Congregational  Church  won  for  him  the  affection- 
ate regard  of  all  classes  of  people  in  the  com- 
munities in  which  he  officiated,  and  although  he 
could  not  give  his  children  a good  start  in  life 
from  a worldly  point  of  view  he  left  them  the 
priceless  heritage  of  a “good  name, " which  the 
best  of  books  informs  us  is  better  than  "great 
riches.”  He  married  Hannah  Mead,  younger 
daughter  of  Zachias  Mead,  of  Greenwich,  Conn. 
Her  only  sister,  Elsie,  married  Job  Mead,  and 
reared  a family.  Rev.  Mark  Mead  and  his  wife 
had  two  sons:  Jonas,  our  subject's  father,  and 

Sylvester,  who  in  his  day  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  physicians  of  this  county,  attaining 
more  than  local  reputation,  and  whose  death  oc- 
curred in  Greenwich  in  1894. 

Jonas  Mead,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Greenwich  in  1805,  and  his  education 
was  begun  in  the  schools  of  Middlebury,  Conn., 
where  his  father  was  stationed  for  some  time  in 
charge  of  the  Church.  Hfe  acquired  a good  prac- 
tical education  but,  being  of  a mechanical  turn 
of  mind,  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  later 
engaging  in  business  as  a wheelwright.  In  1840 
he  became  interested  in  the  undertaker's  trade, 
in  which  he  made  a marked  success.  He  was  a 
shrewd  business  man,  a close  buyer,  and  al- 
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though  he  began  life  poor  he  managed  to  accu-  being  now  president  of  the  school  board.  His 

mulate  a handsome  competence  by  his  industry  military  career  began  August  6,  1862,  when  he 

and  foresight.  In  manner  he  was  quiet  and  un-  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  I,  17th  Conn. 

pretentious,  and  while  he  took  much  interest  in  V.  I.  His  first  important  battle  was  at  Chancel- 

political  movements,  and  was  a firm  friend  to  lorsville,  and  he  remained  with  his  company  J 

good  government,  he  never  sought  official  hon-  until  he  was  stricken  with  typhoid  fever  in  1863. 

ors  for  himself.  His  interest  in  educational  prog-  On  his  recovery  he  entered  the  Invalid  Corps,  as  a 

ress  was  manifested  in  many  ways,  and  for  years  member  of  the  6th  Veteran  Reserves,  and  while  1 

he  served  as  a school  visitor,  a position  for  with  that  organization  he  was  assigned  to  serv- 

which  he  was  admirably  fitted.  Politically,  he  ice  in  McKelvey’s  Cornet  Band,  a noted  com- 

was  first  a Whig,  later  a Republican,  and  in  re-  pany  of  musicians,  his  duty  being  to  play  the 

ligious  faith  he  was  a Congregationalism  He  bass  drum.  In  1865  he  was  discharged  at  Cin- 

was  of  short  stature  and  quite  round-shouldered,  cinnati,  Ohio,  but  the  hardships  and  exposures 

but  he  enjoyed  good  health  during  the  greater  of  camp  life  had  so  undermined  his  health  that 

portion  of  his  life  and  attained  the  allotted  limit  for  ten  years  after  his  return  he  suffered  great 

of  man’s  years,  dying  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  physical  disability. 

seventy-one.  He  was  married  in  Greenwich  to  In  1855  Mr.  Mead  married  Miss  Esther  A. 

Miss  Abigail  Mead,  a daughter  of  Zenas  Mead,  Mead,  a native  of  Greenwich,  where  her  father, 
and  she  survived  him  some  years,  passing  away  Daniel  S.  Mead,  is  a well-known  citizen.  Four 
in  1894  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  Our  subject  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Willis  S.,  an 

was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  three  children,  the  undertaker  in  New  York  City;  John  K.,  who  died 

•others  being:  Emeline,  who  died  in  childhood;  in  Greenwich  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years; 

and  Lucretia,  now  Mrs.  George  H.  Mills,  of  Sylvester  W. , who  is  engaged  in  the  stationery 
Greenwich.  business  at  Greenwich;  and  Miss  Lucy  A.,  who 

Mr.  Mead,  our  subject,  was  born  April  13,  resides  with  her  parents.  The  family  occupies  a 
1834,  at  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  but  was  edu-  pleasant  home  in  Lafayette  Place,  Greenwich, 

•cated  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  attending  the  built  by  our  subject,  and  its  members  are  promi- 

public  schools  and,  later,  the  academy  at  Green-  nent  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  locality, 

wich,  then  conducted  by  Prof.  Philander  But-  Mr.  Mead  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the  Con- 
ton,  a well-known  educator.  At  an  early  age  he  gregational  Church  for  many  years,  and  at  one 
•began  to  assist  his  father  in  the  undertaking  time  served  as  treasurer,  but  resigned  the  posi- 
business,  and  although  it  was  distasteful  to  him  tion.  His  courteous  manner  and  pleasing  ad- 
be  performed  his  duties  faithfully  and  well,  be-  dress  have  won  for  him  many  friends,  and  he  is  a 
coming  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  branches  valued  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Green- 
of  the  work.  After  a time  he  decided  to  follow  wich,  and  of  Lombard  Post  No.  24,  G,  A.  R., 
the  business  on  his  own  account,  and  as  early  also  at  Greenwich.  He  assisted  in  organizing 
as  1880  he  began  to  make  a scientific  study  of  the  latter  society,  and  has  served  as  its  com- 
it,  devoting  much  attention  to  methods  of  mander. 

embalming,  and  in  addition  to  his  extensive  read-  

ing  he  would  attend  every  lecture  or  discussion 

•on  the  subject  that  came  within  his  reach.  As  Tj'REDERICK  A.  BARCLAY  (deceased),  who 
a result  of  patient  investigation  and  experiment  Jr  in  his  lifetime  was  a substantial  business  man 
he  compounded  the  embalming  fluid  which  bears  of  Bethel,  was  the  senior  member  of  the  well- 
his  name,  and  he  is  now  its  sole  proprietor.  He  known  firm  of  F.  A.  Barclay  & Co.,  who  conduct 
has  been  in  active  business  for  more  than  half  a an  extensive  bakery  on  Center  street.  Careful, 
century,  having  begun  in  1 846,  and  he  com-  judicious  management,  combined  with  courteous 
mands  the  largest  business  of  the  kind  in  his  treatment  of  all  classes  of  people,  marked  Mr. 
locality.  He  has  never  ceased  to  be  a student  in  Barclay’s  career,  and  his  son,  E.  T.  Barclay,  who 
some  line,  and  at  present  is  interested  in  photog-  also  belongs  to  the  firm,  displays  the  same  char- 
raphy,  in  which  he  displays  remarkable  skill,  acteristics  in  a notable  degree. 

While  he  takes  an  intelligent  view  of  political  The  Barclay  family  is  of  English  origin,  and 
questions,  as  of  other  matters  of  importance,  he  one  of  our  subject's  ancestors  was  the  British 
is  not  a partisan,  but  votes  for  the  best  men  and  consul  in  New  York  City  many  years  ago.  John 
measures  without  regard  to  their  affiliations.  Barclay,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a leading 
His  influence  has  always  been  cast  on  the  side  of  jeweler  at  Providence,  R.  I.  He  married  Miss 
local  improvement,  and  he  has  done  effective  Jane  Lang,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Frederick 
work  in  the  interests  of  the  school  of  his  town,  Alexander  (our  subject),  and  Charles,  now  a res- 
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ident  of  Everett,  Mass.,  who  is  employed  by  G. 
Wm.  Bentley  Company,  of  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr.  Barclay,  our  subject,  was  born  January 
5,  1852,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  his  boy- 
hood was  spent,  his  education  being  begun  in 
the  local  schools.  Later  he  attended  school  in 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  in  early  manhood  he 
learned  the  jeweler’s  trade  under  his  father’s  in- 
struction, becoming  proficient  as  a designer,  en- 
graver and  chaser.  For  some  years  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  Decker  & Barclay,  of  Jersey  City, 
but  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  other  business  and  became  superin- 
tendent of  a button  factory  at  Jersey  City,  for 
Palmer  & Co.  In  1888  he  removed  to  Bethel, 
and  engaged  in  the  bakery  business  with  D.  R. 
Van  Riper,  the  partnership  continuing  until  Au- 
gust 31,  1894.  On  October  2,  of  the  same  year, 
he  opened  his  late  establishment,  where  from  the 
first  he  met  with  gratifying  success,  the  business 
now  keeping  three  wagons  on  the  road  constant- 
ly. He  died  of  gastritis,  February  14,  1899. 
The  bakery  business  is  to  be  continued  under  the 
old  name,  Mrs.  Barclay  holding  the  larger 
interest. 

On  May  22,  1873,  Mr.  Barclay  was  married 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  to  Miss  Jennie  Beaty,  a 
native  of  Jersey  City,  and  one  son,  Edwin  Tres- 
cott,  member  of  the  firm,  was  born  to  them. 
Socially,  Mr.  Barclay  was  at  one  time  a member 
of  the  O.  U.  A.  M.,  and  he  was  a Freemason, 
though  not  identified  with  any  lodge.  He  al- 
ways took  an  intelligent  interest  in  everything 
that  tended  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity where  he  made  his  home. 


HIRAM  CURTIS,  one  of  the  prominent  rep- 

resentative  citizens  of  the  agricultural  class 

in  the  town  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  is  a native  of 
the  place,  born  May  18,  1829,  in  what  is  known 
as  High  Ridge  District.  His  father  and  grand- 
father were  also  born  in  that  town.  The  latter, 
John  Curtis,  was  married  in  Stamford  to  Polly 
Fancher,  and  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
in  High  Ridge  District,  engaged  in  farming. 

John  W.  Curtis,  son  of  John  and  Polly 
(Fancher)  Curtis,  attended  the  public  schools  of 
High  Ridge,  where  he  became  a lifelong  farmer. 
His  death  occurred  in  1857.  He  was  married  at 
High  Ridge  to  Ann  Maria  Stevens,  daughter  of 
Enoch  Stevens,  and  two  children  blessed  their 
union,  namely:  Paulina,  who  is  the  wife  or 

William  E.  Dann,  of  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  Hiram, 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  Mr.  Curtis 
was  a Whig  in  his  political  sentiments. 


In  his  early  life  Hiram  Curtis  went  to  the 
High  Ridge  District  school,  where  he  was  thor- 
oughly drilled  in  the  common  branches,  and  re- 
ceived a good  practical  education.  Farm  work 
entered  also  largely  into  his  early  training,  and 
he  remained  in  High  Ridge  until  shortly  after 
his  marriage,  when  he  removed  to  New  Caanan, 
Conn. , and  there  carried  on  a livery  business  for 
about  two  years.  For  some  years  following  he 
made  his  home  in  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  whence  he 
at  length  returned  to  Stamford,  and  he  has  lived 
on  his  present  farm  in  that  town  for  thirty  years. 
Agricultural  pursuits  have  received  the  greater 
part  of  his  time  and  attention,  but  he  has  vari- 
ous other  business  interests,  and  has  found  time 
to  serve  his  townsmen  in  many  public  positions 
of  trust  and  importance.  He  gave  universal 
satisfaction  in  the  local  offices  of  selectman  an 
assessor,  being  elected  to  those  offices  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  by  his  unfaltering  faith- 
fulness to  duty  so  won  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  the  peeple,  that  in  1886  he  was  chosen  one  of 
Stamford’s  representatives  in  the  Connecticut 
State  Legislature.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
a director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  New 
Canaan,  and  his  record  in  business  and  political 
life  has  been  a clean  one,  befitting  a man  whom 
Stamford  may  be  proud  to  own  as  a representa- 
tive of  her  interests,  and  one  of  her  typical  we 
to-do  farmers. 

Mr.  Curtis  was  married  in  High  Ridge,  to 
Mary  F.  Jones,  daughter  of  George  Jones,  and 
by  her  he  has  had  four  children:  Pauline,  y- 

rus  J.,  Annie  S.,  and  John  H.  The  eldest  daug 
ter  is  the  wife  of  D.  H.  Delavan,  of  Rye>  ' 
Y. , and  has  two  children — Stewart  C.,  and  ay 
Christine.  Annie  married  George  A.  Ferris.  ° 
Stamford,  and  also  has  two  children  Faui 
C.  and  Ruth  Christine.  The  son  wedded  Mary 
G.  Scofield,  and  has  one  child,  Harold  S. , 
lives  in  High  Ridge.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hiram  “ 
tis  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  w 1 
he  has  been  a member  since  1 846.  Social 
affiliates  with  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Union  Lodge 
5,  of  Stamford. 


HIRAM  D.  HAWLEY.  For  generations  the 

name  of  Hawley  has  been  prominently: as 

sociated  with  the  social  and  commercial  in  er 
of  the  town  of  Brookfield,  Fairfield  Co.,  ° 
Daniel  Hawley  was  the  genial  tavern-keepe 
many  years  on  the  old  family  homestea 
Brookfield,  where  he  always  carried  on  tar 
Here,  too,  he  was  married,  and  here  >s 
Charles  was  born.  j u;s 

Charles  Hawley,  born  in  1804,  passe 
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youth  in  his  native  town,  acquired  his  education 
in  the  district  schools,  and  passed  his  entire  life 
on  the  old  homestead,  in  his  younger  days  keep- 
ing the  tavern  his  father  had  so  successfully 
managed.  For  his  first  wife  he  married  Anna 
Northrop,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Waite 
N.  and  Hiram  D.  His  second  wife  was  Anna 
Merwm,  which  union  was  also  blessed  with  two 
children,  Charles  S.,  born  March  14,  1836.  and 
Sidney  E.,  born  November  29,  1844.  The  latter 
was  elected  high  sheriff  in  the  fall  of  1880,  and 
was  again  elected  by  a large  majority  for  four 

yrtrnlTjm,e'  I,8"'  W*  haVe  the  following 

record  of  this  family:  Waite  N.  became  a lawyer 
“d  Pt  w‘,Cu-  31  Enfield  and  Hartford,  Conn., 
eral  in  ^ash,ngt0"’  C7  he  was  adj“‘ant-gen- 
verv  nr  / d?-nng  the  Civil  war-  and  was 

very  prominent  politically  in  Washington.  He 

ortv  PrA5’,,8c7’  31  Br°okfield,  at  the  age  of 
lorty.  Charles  S„  of  New  York  City  is  general 

of  Hartford  EpPewe^  «orse  Shoe  Nafl’  Company 
Mar‘«ord,  Conn.  Charles  Hawlev  was  a Cnnl 

fcTat'0anallst  in.  rel'g'°us  connection,  and  polit- 
:iSZTen(t  aS  3 Whig  and  Republican, 
sciemls  n Thf  °fft0Wn  °fficeS-  He  was  c°nl 
« a public  0fficiIfrf0imanCe0f  duty-and  both 
bold  in  and  a?  Prrte  was 

eighty-five  years.  ’ H d'ed  'n  l889,  aged 

Brookfield  Sern/mk*  WaS  b°rn  in  the  town  of 
^Xdy^&2i*,5?9'.aDd  r.eceived  his 


his  old  home,  buying  the  old  Starr  place,  in 
Brookfield  Center,  where  he  has  since  resided 
Mr  Hawley  is  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and,  in  his  fraternal  relations  of 
King  Hiram  Lodge  No.  12,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Bir- 
mingham, Conn.,  and  of  City  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
at  New  Haven,  Conn.  He  is  public-spirited  and 
progressive,  and  his  return  to  his  old  home  occa- 
sioned general  rejoicing  among  the  older  resi- 
dents, who  had  known  and  honored  the  Hawley 
family  for  generations,  and  were. pleased  to  wel- 
come a worthy  representative  of  the  family  in 
this  generation. 
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GEORGE  E.  OBER,  M.  D.,  of  Bridgeport,  is 
an  able  and  talented  physician,  and  is  rapidly 
winning  a place  in  the  front  rank  among  the  prac- 
titioners of  this  section.  The  story  of  his  life 
cannot  fail  to  interest  our  readers,  as  any  true 
account  of  purposeful-  and  well-directed  effort 
touches  a responsive  chord  in  every  heart. 

Doctor  Ober  comes  of  good  Colonial  ancestry 
in  both  maternal  and  paternal  lines,  and  is  a direct 
descendant  of  Richard  Ober,  who  came  from  Ger- 
many in  1632  and  settled  in  Salem,  Mass.  Sam- 
uel Ober,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  Beverly  Farms,  Essex  Co.,  Mass.,  and 
was  a seaman  by  occupation,  as  were  all  male 
members  of  the  family  in  the  early  days.  Samuel 
Ober  (2),  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  Beverly  Farms,  and  became  the  captain 
of  a vessel  before  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
one.  He  married  Hepsibah  P.  Foster,  whose 
father  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Rev.  George  Ober,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  at  Beverly  Farms,  and  in  i860  entered  the, 
ministry  of  the  Baptist  Church.  After  many 
years  of  faithful  service  he  retired  in  1891,  and 
he  now  resides  at  Rowayton,  Conn.  His  estima- 
ble wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Adeline  A. 
Eaton,  was  born  in  North  Reading,  Mass.,  a 
daughter  of  Moses  Eaton,  and  traces  her  descent 
from  William  Eatori,  who  came  to  America  in 
1632  in  the  same  ship  which  conveyed  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  Ober  family.  Our  subject  was  the 
eldest  of  a family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  four 
are  now  living.  Sidney  F.  is  a photographer  in 
South  Norwalk.  Julia  M.  graduated  from  Vassar 
College  in  1891,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Hugh  Gregg,  of  Mahopac  Falls,  N.  Y.  Louis  is 
the  youngest  of  the  surviving  members  of  the 
family. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  29,  1863,  at  An- 
dover, Mass.,  and  during  his  youth  the  family  re- 
sided in  various  places  where  his  father  was 
in  charge  of  Churches.  His  education  was  be- 
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gun  in  Beverly  Farms,  and  in  1881,  after  study- 
ing in  the  schools  of  different  towns,  he  entered 
upon  a course  of  professional  reading  with  Dr. 
D.  W.  Colcord,  ol  Seabrook,  N.  H.  After  three 
years  of  preliminary  study  he  matriculated  at 
Bellevue  Medical  College,  where  he  remained 
during  1885-86.  He  then  found  employment 
with  the  Estey  Piano  Company,  of  Brattleboro, 
Vt.,  and  remained  with  them  until  1890,  con- 
tinuing his  studies  meanwhile  with  Dr.  Jas. 
Conland,  of  Brattleboro,  Vt.  In  1 890  he  entered 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Vermont,  where  he  was  graduated  in  the  same 
year,  and  soon  afterward  he  located  in  Bridge- 
port. He  made  a favorable  impression  from  the 
start,  and  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a large 
and  lucrative  practice.  He  belongs  to  the  City, 
County  and  State  medical  associations,  and  is 
the  fleet  surgeon  of  the  Park  City  Yacht  Club,  of 
which  he  is  a leading  member.  Socially,  he  is 
popular,  and  among  other  organizations  to  which 
he  belongs  we  may  mention  here  the  F.  & A.  M., 
St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  3,  at  Bridgeport,  being  the 
first  Master  Mason  raised  in  St.  John’s  Lodge,  in 
the  new  temple.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
but  he  does  not  take  an  active  part  in  public  life. 

In  1888  Doctor  Ober  married  Miss  Fannie 
A.  Kimball,  of  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  daughter  of 
Aaron  T.  Kimball,  a farmer  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  Canada,  also  a descendant  of  the  old 
Puritan  Richard  Kimball,  who  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1634,  at  Boston.  Two  children  have 
blessed  this  union,  George  E.  and  Eugene  K. 


CAPTAIN  JAMES  NELSON  COE,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Connecticut  Soldiers’  Home, 
at  Noroton,  is  a man  whose  success  in  that  im- 
portant position  has  demonstrated  his  practical 
sagacity  and  kindliness  of  heart — two  qualities 
which  are  not  always  found  in  combination.  A 
soldier  himself,  and  the  son  of  a soldier,  he  un- 
derstands perfectly  the  less  fortunate  comrades 
who  have  come  to  the  Home  to  pass  their  declin- 
ing years.  A firm  yet  considerate  spirit  charac- 
terizes his  management,  and  in  view  of  the  many 
improvements  that  have  been  made  during  the 
few  years  in  which  he  has  had  charge  of  the 
Home,  the  most  critical  observer  must  admit 
that  he  is  “ the  right  man  in  the  right  place.” 
The  Captain  was  born  in  1836  in  Winsted, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  a son  of  Col.  Nelson  D. 
Coe  and  his  wife,  Maria  H.  Seymour,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  and  lifelong  residents  of  this 
State.  Col.  Nelson  D.  Coe  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  and  took  an  active  part  in  public 


affairs  in  his  locality.  He  was  especially  inter- 
ested in  military  matters,  and  for  many  years 
was  a member  of  the  State  militia,  passing 
through  the  various  grades  of  the  service  until,  at 
his  death,  he  held  the  rank  of  colonel.  At  one 
time  he  served  as  ensign  under  commission  of 
Gov.  Henry  W.  Edwards,  dated  April  4,  1837. 
He  died  in  1856,  his  widow  in  1882.  Our  subject 
was  the  second  of  four  children.  His  only  sis- 
ter is  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  Rylance,  rector 
of  St.  Mark’s  Episcopal  Church,  in  New  York 
City. 

Captain  Coe’s  education  was  begun  in  the 
public  schools  of  Winsted,  and  later  be  attended 
a private  school  in  that  town,  and  also  a 
seminary  at  Charlotteville,  N.  Y.  On  com- 
pleting his  course  in  the  latter  institution  he  re- 
turned home,  where  he  spent  some  time  in  the 
management  of  the  farm.  When  the  Civil  war 
broke  out  he  was  among  the  first  to  offer  his  ser- 
vices to  the  government,  enlisting  April  23,  1861, 
in  Company  F,  2nd  Connecticut  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, for  three  months,  during  which  he  served 
as  a non-commissioned  officer.  At  the  expiration 
of  his  term  he  was  discharged,  but  on  July  19. 
1862,  he  re-enlisted  for  “ three  years  or  the  war," 
in  Company  E,  2nd  Connecticut  Artillery.  He 
was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant-major, 
and  two  months  after  his  enlistment  was  made 
second  lieutenant,  assigned  to  Company  K,  in  the 
same  regiment.  While  holding  this  rank  he  spent 
eighteen  months  in  Connecticut  on  recruiting 
service.  Later  he  became  first  lieutenant  and 
then  captain,  with  which  rank  he  was  mustered 
out  on  August  18,  1865.  On  his  return  to  the 
North  he  located  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  for 
many  years  he  was  engaged  in  railroad  business, 
but  in  August,  1891,  he  accepted  his  present 
position,  to  which  his  energies  have  been  so  suc- 
cessfully devoted.  In  politics  the  Captain  is  a 
Republican  so  far  as  State  and  National  issues  go, 
and  during  his  residence  in  New  Haven  he  took 
much  interest  in  municipal  affairs,  serving  for  four 
years  as  a member  of  the  city  council.  In  1857 
he  married  Miss  Kate  Goddard,  daughter  of 
Jerome  Goddard,  of  Winsted, Conn.  Of  the  three 
children  of  this  union  only  one  is  now  living, 
Nelson  D.  Coe,  a resident  of  New  Haven,  who  is 
employed  in  the  general  offices  of  the  New  York 
& New  Haven  Railroad  Company.  Mrs.  Coeis 
a most  amiable  woman,  and  one  who  knew  her 
well  has  said  of  her:  “ She  could  not  get  cross  if 

she  tried.”  The  family  is  prominent  socially, and 

the  Captain  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of 
Grace  Episcopal  Church  in  New  Haven.  He  also 

belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the 

F.  & A.  M.,  St.  Andrews  Lodge  No.  64,  at  Win- 
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sted,  Conn.,  and  the  Commandery  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  Loyal  Legion,  in  New  York  City. 

The  Home  which  ranks  among  the  leading  in- 
stitutions of  the  kind  in  the  country,  was  founded 
largely  through  the  generosity  of  the  late  Benja- 
min Fitch,  the  millionaire  philanthropist  of  Nor- 
oton,  who  gave  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to- 
ward its  endowment,  and  it  was  chartered  in  1 864. 
At  present  (1898)  there  are  495  ex-soldiers  in  the 
institution.  It  receives  yearly  appropriations 
from  the  National  and  State  funds,  and  is  in- 
spected once  or  twice  a year  by  a regular  army 
officer.  Religious  services  are  held  each  Sunday, 
Mrs.  Coe  presiding  at  the  piano,  and  a fine  art 
gallery,  the  gift  of  Mr.  Fitch,  is  an  attractive 
feature  of  the  place.  A well-stocked  library  and 
an  amusement  room  enable  the  veterans  to  pass 
their  time  pleasantly,  and  the  absence  of  unnec- 
essary restrictions  upon  conduct  is  noticeable.  In 
an  interview  published  in  the  New  Haven  Evening 
Leader  of  June  26,  1897,  the  Captain  said: 
“There  is  a guard  house,  but  I don’t  like  to  use 
it,  and  only  in  extreme  cases  of  rebellion  is  it 
ever  resorted  to.  I find  there  are  better  ways  to 
control  men  than  severity,  and  this  is  a home  and 
not  a prison  or  a house  of  correction.  We  can 
restrain  but  not  command  beyond  a certain 
point.”  From  the  same  article  we  take  the  re- 
porter’s description  of  the  Captain,  as  follows: 
“ It  needed  but  one  glance  to  proclaim  him  a 
military  man  from  the  crown  of  his  head  to  the 
sole  of  his  feet,  and  the  slight  limp  with  which  he 
walked  only  emphasized  the  erectness  of  his  bear- 
ing. His  face  is  bronzed  with  much  exposure, 
and  the  iron-grey  hair  is  brushed  back  a la  pom- 
padour from  the  forehead.  A Roman  nose  indi- 
cates decision  and  firmness,  when  occasion  de- 
mands, but  the  keen  dark  eye  softens  into  sympa- 
thy for  suffering,  and  the  voice  is  cordial  and 
‘ rings  true  as  steel.  ’ ” 


EDWARD  M.  TROY  (deceased).  Of  the 
younger  members  of  the  Fairfield  county 
Bar,  the  late  Edward  M.  Troy  had  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  a most  careful  and  painstaking  law- 
yer, and  one  of  considerable  promise. 

John  Troy,  his  father,  is  one  of  the  substan- 
tial citizens  of  Stamford,  being  a leading  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  that  city.  He  is-a  native 
of  Ireland,  born  at  Hardmore.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  when  a young  man  and  located  at 
Stamford,  Conn. ; first  worked  as  a hand  on  farms, 
and  later  at  whatever  he  found  to  do  that  would 
give  him  a living.  He  learned  the  stone  mason’s 
trade,  and  followed  it  for  a time;  later  became 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  and  for  a period 


carried  on  a saloon  in  connection  therewith. 
About  1876  he  quit  the  business,  and  again 
worked  at  his  trade,  following  it  up  to  1887. 
From  that  time  up  to  the  present  he  has  been 
engaged  in  contracting  and  building,  and  many 
of  the  fine  structures  of  Stamford  were  erected, 
by  him.  He  has  been  prosperous  in  business- 
affairs,  is  well-to-do,  and  has  been  interested  in 
all  laudable  movements  having  for  their  object 
the  improvement  of  Stamford.  His  wife,  who  is 
remembered  as  a most  estimable  woman,  and 
who  died  in  1894,  was  in  her  maidenhood  Mary 
Haley;  she  was  a native  of  County  Waterford, 
Ireland.  To  them  were  born  children  as  follows: 
Thomas  J.,  a theatrical  manager;  William,  a 
mason  and  contractor;  Richard  H.,  a lawyer;  and' 
Edward  M.,  our  subject.  The  father  of  these  is 
a member  of  St.  John’s  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
and  is  affiliated  with  the  Catholic  Benevolent 
Legion. 

Edward  M.  Troy,  whose  name  opens  these  lines,, 
was  a native  of  Fairfield  county,  born  at  Stam- 
ford, March  2,  1869.  He  received  a liberal  edu- 
cation, first  attending  the  public  schools  at  Stam- 
ford, then,  in  the  fall  of  1886,  entering  St.  Johns 
College,  Fordham,  N.  Y.,  he  completed  a three- 
years’  classical  course  of  study.  Returning  to 
his  native  city,  in  1889,  he  entered  the  office  of 
Hon.  E.  L.  Scofield,  under  whom  he  studied  law 
for  four  years.  On  June  13,  1893,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  at  Bridgeport,  after  which  he 
practiced  in  Fairfield  county  with  an  office  and 
residence  in  Stamford.  Until  1897  he  shared  the 
office  with  his  preceptor,  and  later  was  in  the 
Burlington  Arcade  building.  Politically,  he  was- 
an  ardent  Democrat.  Socially,  he  was  a member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters;  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen;  of  St.  Jos- 
eph’s Total  Abstinence  Society;  and  of  the  Sec- 
ond Division  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  of 
Stamford. 

On  August  5,  1895,  at  Stamford,  he  married 
Miss  Mary  L.  Troy,  a daughter  of  Michael  Troy, 
of  Stamford,  and  one  child,  Frances  J.,  was  born, 
to  them.  May  12,  1896.  Mr.  EL  M.  Troy,  as  is 
his  widow,  was  a member  of  St.  John’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church  of  Stamford.  He  died  at  mid- 
night, Thursday,  November  25.,  1898. 


WILLIAM  PURDY.  As  a descendant  of 

one  of  the  best  old  families  of  Greenwich- 

township,  Fairfield  county,  Mr.  Purdy  is  a rep- 
resentative type  of  the  intelligent,  thrifty  and 
prosperous  agriculturists  who  make  up  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives.  He  was  born  July  14, 
1829,  on  the  farm  which  is  still  his  home,  and  is 
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a direct  descendant  of  Daniel  Purdy,  who  was 
the  first  of  the  family  in  this  vicinity. 

Daniel  Purdy  had  a family  of  five  children, 
and  it  is  known  that  the  eldest,  Solomon,  settled 
near  Newburgh;  Benjamin  settled  near  Man- 
chester, Vt. ; Nathan  married  Mrs.  Caleb  Mer- 
ritt; Elizabeth  died  unmarried,  and  John  was 
the  great-grandfather  of  William  Purdy,  whose 
name  opens  this  sketch. 

John  Purdy  was  born  May  8,  1715,  in  West- 
chester county,  N.  Y.,  and  there  married  Re- 
becca Brown,  who  lived  between  Port  Chester 
and  Rye.  They  located  four  miles  north  of  Port 
Chester,  in  King  Street,  Greenwich  township, 
where  he  carried  on  farming  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  owned  the  farm  of  which  William 
Purdy’s  formed  a part,  having  a large  property, 
and  in  addition  to  farming  he  followed  his  trade, 
that  of  cooper.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Purdy  had  a large 
family,  of  whom  we  have  the  following  record: 
Amy,  born  November  2,  1739,  married  Thomas 
Merritt  (these  Merritts  were  Tories,  and  at  the 
period  of  the  Revolutionary  war  were  obliged  to 
leave  the  United  States,  settling  in  Nova  Scotia, 
where  they  became  famous  and  wealthy;  one 
member  of  the  family  accumulated  a fortune  of 
ninety  million  dollars,  owning  much  of  the  city 
of  St.  John's,  N.  F.).  Martha,  born  December 
2,  1741,  married  Benjamin  Sutton.  John,  born 
February  2,  1744.  married  Susan  Studwell. 
Nehemiah,  born  February  26,  1746,  never  mar- 
ried. Rebecca,  born  January  16,  1748,  married 
Philip  Miller.  William,  bom  March  3,  1751, 
died  unmarried.  Elizabeth,  born  March  24, 
1754,  became  the  wife  of  Joshua  Lyon,  and  died 
April  26,  1822.  Hannah,  born  June  16,  1756, 
married  Sylvanus  Simmons,  and  died  March  12, 
1832.  Daniel,  born  January  15,  1759,  was  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject.  Phoebe,  born  March 
29,  ^763,  married  Nehemiah  Sherwood,  and 
died  April  14,  1853.  Rachel,  born  September 
15,  1 765,  wedded  Nathaniel  Anderson,  and  died 
in  1840.  The  father  of  these  passed  away  Au- 
gust 19,  1802,  and  was  buried  in  a private  ceme- 
tery that  has  long  since  been  abandoned. 

Daniel  Purdy  was  born  near  the  home  now 
occupied  by  his  grandson,  and  was  brought  up  to 
farm  life  on  the  home  place.  On  January  3, 
1780,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Abigail 
Lyon,  who  was  born  April  5,  1760,  and  in  1797 
he  erected  the  dwelling  house  which  has  since 
stood  on  the  place,  and  is  now  the  home  of  Will- 
iam Purdy.  They  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  of  whom  John,  born  March  25,  1781, 
was  a farmer,  and  lived  in  King  Street,  where 
he  died  in  1866;  he  married  three  times. 
Nehemiah,  born  January  28,  1783,  was  the 


father  of  William  Purdy.  Rebecca,  born  June 
19,  1787,  was  married  September  11,  1806, 
to  Samuel  Townsend,  and  died  August  25,  1831, 
in  New  York.  Hannah,  born  December  2, 
1790,  was  married  March  1,  1810,  to  William 
Matthews,  and  died  at  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 
Daniel,  born  September  13,  1799,  was  married 
November  25,  1824,  to  Rachel  Brundage,  and 
died  February  16,  1878,  in  King  Street;  be  was 
a carpenter  by  trade,  and  followed  it  during  his 
earlier  years,  later  becoming  a farmer.  Will- 
iam, born  March  3.  1804,  married  Dorcas  Park, 
and  was  killed  on  the  railroad,  near  Port  Ches- 
ter, December  17,  1859.  The  father  died  April 
17,  1817,  the  mother  surviving  him  until  July  3, 
1841,  and  they  were  buried  in  the  old  Baptist 
cemetery,  on  the  hill  above  Glenville.  Mr.  Purdy 
was  a Methodist  in  religious  connection. 

Nehemiah  Purdy  was  born  January  28,  1783, 
on  the  home  place,  which  is  situated  in  what 
is  known  as  Riversville  District,  of  Greenwich 
township,  and  there  he  was  reared  to  manhood. 
He  learned  his  trade  of  cabinet  maker,  at  which 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  over  five  years  in 
Franklin  Square,  New  York  City,  becoming  a 
first-class  mechanic.  Previous  to  his  marriage 
he  was  in  business  for  himself  in  that  line  in  New 
York,  being  located  at  No.  32  Broad  street. 
During  the  time  he  was  in  business  bis  services 
were  in  great  demand,  but  he  finally  abandoned 
the  trade  for  the  occupation  of  his  forefathers, 
farming,  he  and  his  brother  John  becoming  the 
owners  of  the  home  farm,  which  they  worked  to- 
gether. He  was  in  prosperous  circumstances, 
and  made  the  work  he  undertook  profitable.  On 
June  15,  1825,  Mr.  Purdy  was  married  to  Miss 
Amy  M.  Brown,  who  was  born  July  19,  1 79^.  *n 
Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  John 
Brown,  and  three  children  blessed  their  union, 
viz.:  James  B.,  William  and  Elizabeth  W.  The 
eldest  son,  James  B.,  was  married  February  22, 
1859,  to  Phebe  H.  Merritt,  and  died  May  23, 
1 887 ; the  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Elias  D.  Gerow, 
of  Darien,  Conn.  Mr.  Purdy’s  death  occurred 
August  7,  1873,  that  of  his  wife  on  Septembers, 
1 876,  and  they  rest  in  the  Brown  cemetery  near 
Port  Chester,  N.  Y.  He  was  a Democrat, 
politically,  until  Harrison’s  time,  after  which  he 
voted  with  the  Whigs,  and  in  1856  he  joined  the 
Republican  party. 

William  Purdy’s  education  was  all  acquired  in 
the  district  schools,  the  first  one  he  attended  be- 
ing a school  near  his  home  which  has  long  sines 
been  discontinued,  Jerome  Sands  (later  Dr- 
Sands)  being  his  first  teacher.  For  a time  e 
assisted  his  father  at  cabinet-making,  seeming  0 
I take  naturally  to  the  work,  for  he  never  had  any 
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special  instruction,  and  he  also  helped  about  the 
farm  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
went  to  New  York.  His  first  position  there  was 
that  of  clerk  in  a clothing  store  at  No.  56  Bowery, 
and  he  followed  that  occupation  for  seven  con- 
secutive years,  when  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish 
it  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  returned  home  to 
recuperate,  and  later,  resuming  clerking,  was  so 
engaged  for  over  a year.  Ill  health  again  induced 
him  to  return  to  the  farm,  and  he  was  at  times 
employed  thereon,  living  with  his  parents.  He 
had  saved  some  money  during  his  stay  in  the 
city.  At  the  death  of  his  father  he  inherited  a 
third  of  the  place,  which  he  cultivates,  and  he  is 
also  the  owner  of  his  grandfather  Brown’s  farm, 
which  is  near  Port  Chester,  New  York. 

On  March  4,  1873,  William  Purdy  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  E.  Peck,  who  was 
born  at  Mianus,  a daughter  of  Solomon  and  Caro- 
line E.  (Selleck)  Peck.  They  have  two  daugh- 
ters, Minnie  and  Carrie,  both  of  whom  live  at 
home.  The  family  occupy  the  house  erected  by 
Daniel  Purdy  in  1797,  and  our  subject  has  re- 
modeled it  twice,  the  last  time  in  1895;  it  is  a 
pleasant  and  comfortable  dwelling,  surrounded  by 
well-kept  fields,  the  appearance  of  which  gives 
ample  evidence  of  the  neatness  and  thrift  of  the 
owner.  The  family  hold  a high  position  in  the 
social  life  of  the  neighborhood,  and  well  deserve 
the  respect  and  popularity  which  they  enjoy. 
Mr.  Purdy  is  a Republican  in  political  sympathy. 


M ARRIS  FENTON  BROWNLEE,  M.  D., 
was  born  at  Lawyersville,  Schoharie  Co., 
N.  Y..  September  14,  1866.  His  grandfather, 
Robert  Brownlee,  was  born  in  Scotland,  the 
home  of  all  Brownlees,  and  came  to  this  country 
with  his  wife  and  one  child,  James,  settling  near 
Cobleskill,  N.  Y.  Other  children  were  born  in 
this  country:  Robert,  John  and  Eliza. 

James  Brownlee,  the  eldest  son,  and  father 
of  Harris  F.  Brownlee,  followed  farm  life  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
when,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  enlisted,  in  Au- 
gust, 1862,  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth 
New  York  Volunteers,  becoming  a member  of 
Company  G.  He  served  until  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  where  he  was  so  seriously  wounded 
as  to  terminate  his  service.  He  was  commis- 
sioned a lieutenant  lor  bravery  at  this  battle, 
and  he  received  his  discharge  in  June,  1865. 
He  is  at  present  a respected  merchant  of  Coble- 
skill,  N.  Y.  After  the  war  James  Brownlee  mar- 
ried Mary  J.  Stryker,  of  Middleburg,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  had  four  sons:  Harris  F. , Clarence,  Eugene 
and  John  Clayton.  Mrs.  Brownlee  is  a lineal 


descendant  of  the  Bouck  and  Vrooman  families, 
both  of  which  held  prominent  positions  in  the 
country  from  which  they  originally  came,  and 
since  in  the  country  of  their  adoption.  A Ger- 
man map  of  Lorraine  published  in  1808  describes 
the  village  and  castle  of  the  Boucks  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Moselle,  their  seigniories  being  located 
chiefly  within  a distance  of  twelve  miles  from 
Thionville,  and  seventeen  miles  north  of  Metz. 
Bergen,  in  his  biography  of  the  Moselle,  pub- 
lished at  Metz  in  1829,  speaks  of  the  Bouck 
family  as  one  of  the  most  illustrious  in  the  Prov- 
ince. The  name  is  variously  spelled  in  Germany 
— Bouck,  Pauch  and  Bauch — while  in  early  Bel- 
gium and  Holland  it  is  spelled  Bock  and  Bouck. 
During  the  past  five  centuries  the  family  has  fur- 
nished to  Germany,  France,  Holland  and  Bel- 
gium statesmen,  warriors  and  scholars.  The 
tombs  of  the  early  families  of  the  Boucks  are  in 
Strassburg  cathedral,  notably  the  monument 
erected  to  Conrad  Bouch  (an  eminent  citizen  who 
died  in  1480),  which  is  much  admired  for  the 
beauty  of  its  statuary.  Valentine  Boucb  was 
one  of  the  councilors  of  Charles  V,  emperor  of 
Germany  and  the  Netherlands.  Nicholas  Bouck, 
author  of  several  historical  and  philosophical 
works,  was  also  a lieutenant-marshal  of  France; 
he  died  at  Metz  in  1772,  aged  eighty-seven  years. 
Jacob  Bouck  is  spoken  of  in  history  as  an  author, 
Jerome  Bouck  as  a noted  botanist,  born  at 
Heidsbach,  near  the  Rhine,  and  Samuel  and  Na- 
thaniel Bouck  were  distinguished  engravers  and 
antiquarians  from  1714  to  1799.  Dr.  Adam 
Bouck,  born  at  Aix-la-Chapelle  in  1832,  is  a 
member  of  the  present  German  parliament. 
That  the  various  divisions  of  the  family  scattered 
through  Germany,  France,  Holland  and  Belgium 
are  all  from  the  same  source,  though  the  name 
varies  in  spelling,  is  evidenced  by  their  all  hav- 
ing the  same  coat  of  arms,  which  was  originally 
granted  to  a .member  of  the  Bouck  family  during 
the  wars  of  the  Crusaders  on  a victorious  field  of 
battle  against  the  Moslems  for  the  recovery  of 
the  Holy  Lance.  The  red  or  vermillion  color  of 
the  shield  is  proof  of  this,  which  is  an  honor 
that  could  be  bestowed  only  under  such  circum- 
stances by  those  in  high  authority. 

William  Bouck  and  his  wife  left  their  home 
on  the  Rhine  on  New  Year’s  Day,  1710,  finally 
landing  in  America  and  entering  the  Schoharie 
Valley  in  17U.  Their  experience  here  was  that 
of  all  the  pioneer  settlers,  a constant  struggle  in 
a new  country  infested  with  Indians,  and  many 
of  the  incidents  of  their  life  are  recorded  in  the 
early  histories  of  Schoharie  county.  They  had 
three  sons.  William,  the  eldest,  being  the  first 
white  child  born  in  Schoharie  county.  The 
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other  two  were  John  Frederick  and  Christian. 
They  purchased  large  tracts  of  land  from  the 
British  Crown  in  1727  and  again  in  1755.  Bouck’s 
Island,  in  Fulton,  near  Middleburg,  the  old  home 
of  Gov.  William  C.  Bouck,  and  the  present  home 
of  his  son,  the  Hon.  Charles  Bouck,  is  a part  of 
the  Bouck  patent  granted  to  William  Bouck  by 
George  II  in  1755.  The  original  deed,  on  parch- 
ment, bearing  the  seal  of  Great  Britain,  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  family.  William  C.  Bouck 
was  elected  governor  of  New  York  State  in  1842. 

The  Vrooman  family  came  from  Holland. 
Hendrick  Mees  Vrooman  was  born  in  that  country 
in  1649,  and  came  to  America  while  yet  a young 
man.  His  son,  Adam  Vrooman,  was  a wealthy 
citizen  of  Schenectady  in  1714.  He  took  up  a 
patent  of  land  lying  between  the  present  towns 
of  Fulton  and  Middleburg,  which  was  known 
afterward  as  Vrooman’s  land.  His  son,  Col. 
Peter  Vrooman.  was  one  of  the  chief  leaders  of 
the  patriots  of  New  York  during  Revolutionary 
times,  especially  during  the  Indian  warfare  in 
Schoharie  county.  Much  interesting  history  re- 
lating to  both  the  Bouck  and  Vrooman  families 
can  be  found  in  J.  R.  Simon’s  *•  Frontiersmen  of 
New  York,"  published  in  1883. 

Dr.  Harris  F.  Brownlee  attended  the  district 
school  at  Lawyersville  and  later  at  Warnerville, 
whither  the  family  moved,  he  finally  entering  the 
Cobleskill  high  school.  He  was  ambitious  to 
study  medicine,  but  he  was  too  young  to  enter 
college  when  he  completed  his  high-school  course, 
and  coming  to  Danbury,  Conn.,  he  obtained  em- 
ployment in  a hat  factory  for  three  years.  Dur- 
ing the  last  year  he  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  E. 
E.  Snow,  of  Danbury,  and  he  finally,  in  1885, 
entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  New  York  City,  graduating  in  the  class  of 
’88.  The  following  two  years  he  spent  as  resi- 
dent physician  at  St.  John’s  Riverside  Hospital, 
at  Yonkers.  N.  Y.,  and  in  1890  he  settled  in 
Danbury,  where  he  now  commands  one  of  the 
largest  general  practices,  Dr.  Brownlee  is  a Re- 
publican in  political  faith.  Fraternally,  he  holds 
membership  with  the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  K. 
of  P.,  an£f  K.  H-  He  is  first  lieutenant  assist- 
ant-surgeon in  the  Fourth  Regiment,  Connecticut 
National  Guard,  on  the  staff  of  Colonel  Sheridan. 


JACOB  M.  NOLAN,  M.  D. , is  one  of  the 
talented  and  successful  young  physicians  of 
the  town  of  Westport,  Fairfiel  dcounty,  and, 
though  of  only  brief  residence  there,  he  is  taking 
an  active  interest  in  the  place  of  his  adoption. 

Doctor  Nolan  is  of  Irish  extraction  on  both 
sides.  His  father,  M.  F.  Nolan,  was  born  in 


Ireland,  and  there  lived  until  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  when  he  came  to  America,  locating  in 
Shamokin.  Penn.  By  profession  he  was  a school 
teacher,  and  was  engaged  there  in  that  work. 
He  was  married  to  Mary  McAnery,  who  was  born 
in  this  country,  and  two  children  blessed  the 
marriage:  Jacob  M.;  and  Joseph,  who  died  in 
infancy.  For  a number  of  years  the  father 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  held 
various  other  town  offices.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  is  influential  in  public  affairs. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
as  was  also  his  wife. 

Doctor  Nolan  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  at  Shamokin  August  27,  1871.  He  attended 
the  schools  of  the  borough,  and  was  a resident  of 
the  place  until  about  twenty-three  years  of  age. 
From  the  time  he  was  thirteen  years  old  until  he 
was  fifteen  he  taught  public  school  in  West 
Mahanoy,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Penn.  He  read  medi- 
cine and  attended  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
and  Surgeons  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  ’94.  After  his 
graduation  he  located  in  practice  at  Wilkesbarre, 
Penn. , and  in  1896  came  to  Westport.  He  is  a 
genial  gentleman,  studious,  industrious  and  ener- 
getic, and  is  building  up  a good  practice.  In 
1 894  he  was  married  to  Miss  Katherine  A.  Burns, 
of  Shamokin,  a lady  of  Irish  extraction,  though 
both  of  her  parents  were  born  in  this  country. 
To  the  marriage  of  the  Doctor  and  wife  have 
come  three  children:  Mary,  Joseph  and  Harold, 
of  whom,  Mary  died  when  young.  The  family 
are  Roman  Catholics  in  their  religious  faith,  and 
the  Doctor  in  his  political  views  is  a Democrat. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Order  of  Foresters. 


MON.  SEAMAN  MEAD,  who  at  this  writing 
is  ably  representing  Greenwich  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State,  and  is  a man  of  prom- 
inence in  the  county  in  business  and  social  life, 
has  descended  from  one  of  the  old  and  distin- 
guished families  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Mead  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  line 
of  descent  from  John  Mead  (1),  the  progenitor  of 
the  family  in  Greenwich,  who  was  a son  of  John 
Mead,  the  ancestor  of  all  the  Fairfield  county 
Meads,  the  line  of  descent  being  John  (1),  Eben- 
ezer  (1),  Ebenezer  (2),  Amos,  Richard,  Thomas 
A.,  and  Seaman  (our  subject). 

John  Mead  emigrated  ffom  England  abou 
1635,  the  family  being  an  ancient  and  honorable 
one.  His  two  sons,  who  grew  to  manhood— 
John  and  Joseph — accompanied  him,  and  after 
remaining  a short  time  in  Massachusetts  moved  to 
Hempstead,  L.  I. , where  they  remained  until  Oc- 
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tober,  1 660,  when  they  settled  in  the  town  of  Green- 
wich, Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  many  of  their 
descendants  still  reside.  [Either  John,  the  father, 
did  not  come  to  Greenwich,  or  if  so  he  took  no 
active  part  in  public  life.]  The  two  sons  bought 
land  of  Richard  Crab  and  others,  which  was 
deeded  to  John  Mead,  he  being  the  elder.  John 
Mead  (1)  married  a Miss  Hannah  Potter,  of 
Stamford,  Conn.,  and,  on  his  death  in  1696,  left, 
as  appears  by  bis  will,  eight  sons,  and,  tradition 
says,  three  daughters.  Of  these,  Ebenezer  (1), 
who  was  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth,  was  born 
in  1663,  married  Sarah  Knapp,  of  Stamford,  and, 
of  their  children,  Ebenezer  (2)  was  born  Octo- 
ber 25,  1692,  and  died  May  3,  1775;  he  married 
Hannah  Brown,  of  Rye,  N.  Y.,  December  12, 
1717,  and,  of  their  thirteen  children,  Amos  was 
the  seventh  son  in  order  of  birth. 

Amos  Mead,  who  was  a physician  by  profes- 
sion, served  as  surgeon  of  the  Third  Connecticut 
Regiment  in  the  French  and  Indian  war.  He 
was  a prominent  man  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  was  many  times  the  representative  of  his 
town  in  the  Colonial  Legislature,  and  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  a member  of  the  State  Legislature.  He  was 
a member  of  that  grand  body  of  men  who  adopted 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  mar- 
ried Ruth  Bush,  and  their  children  were  Richard, 
and  Thomas,  who  died  soon  after  he  had  com- 
pleted his  college  course  in  1773.  Dr.  Amos 
Mead  died  in  1807.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Greenwich. 

Richard  Mead  was  born  in  September,  1753, 
and  by  occupation  was  a farmer.  During  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  he  rendered  valuable  aid 
to  the  American  army,  relative  to  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a matter  of  history  and  of  interest  not 
only  to  the  Mead  family  but  to  the  public  in 
general. 

“Andrew  Mead,  Humphrey  Denton,  and 
Richard  Mead;  these  men  more,  perhaps,  than 
any  others  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  their 
brave  and  daring  acts.  It  was  not  so  much  their 
province  to  counsel  and  advise  as  to  act.  Old 
men  for  counsel,  as  Dr.  Amos  Mead,  John  Mackay 
and  Abraham  Mead,  were  of  great  service  to  the 
inhabitants  as  counselors.  They  were  past 
the  meridian  of  life,  and  one  of  them.  Dr.  Amos 
Mead,  had  gained  much  experience  by  active 
service  in  the  French  war.  But  was  any  daring 
deed  to  be  accomplished,  where  hardy,  brave  and 
reliable  men  were  necessary,  the  former  three 
were  always  selected.  After  all  control  of  the 
town  (Greenwich)  was  lost  to  the  Americans  by 
the  destructive  expedition  of  Governor  Tryon,  it 
was  not  safe  for  a patriot  to  remain  publicly  in 


the  limits  for  an  hour.  Yet  these  three  hung 
about  the  place  ready  to  assist  the  defenseless 
population  against  the  brutalities  of  the  Tories. 
Each  possessed  of  his  arms,  a faithful  dog.  and  a 
fleet  horse,  they  spent  their  time  about  the  vil- 
lage, hidden  in  the  by  and  secret  places.  The 
winter  of  1780  was  one  of  the  severest  on  record. 
The  Sound  was  frozen  across,  and  a great 
amount  of  snow  accumulated.  Yet  these  men 
scarcely  knew  a night,  during  the  early  part  of 
the  winter,  in  which  they  didn't  sleep  with  their 
horses  and  dogs  in  the  snow.  During  that  win- 
ter some  dozen  or  twenty  head  of  cattle,  the 
most  of  which  belonged  to  Mr.  Jared  Mead, 
were  taken  off  in  haste  by  the  Tories  and 
driven  toward  New  York.  After  much  earnest 
solicitation  on  the  part  of  the  owner  the  trio  con- 
sented to  make  the  most  daring  attempt  of  cross- 
ing the  enemy’s  lines  to  retake  them.  There 
had  recently  been  a storm  of  rain,  which  had 
frozen  as  it  fell  and  rendered  the  roads  extremely 
slippery,  and  made  a hard  sharp  crust  upon  the 
snow.  The  pursuers  therefore  went  upon  the 
Sound  with  their  horses,  and  kept  the  ice  as  far 
as  Mamaroneck,  and,  then  taking  the  road,  could 
track  the  cattle  by  the  blood  which  had  trickled 
from  the  wounds  of  the  bayonets  which  had 
forced  them  along.  At  Mount  Vernon  they  re- 
took the  cattle,  and  were  returning  when  they 
found  they  were  pursued  by  a body  of  the  enemy 
uftder  a lieutenant.  Their  horses  were  tired  by 
the  swift  ride,  and  they  soon  knew  that  their 
only  safety  was  in  separation,  and  in  that  case 
even  one  must  be  inevitably  taken.  Accordingly 
they  left  the  cattle  and  plunged  separately  in 
different  directions.  The  enemy  selected  Richard 
Mead,  pursued  and  took  him  prisoner.  This  was 
about  the  middle  of  January,  1780.  He  was 
taken  to  New  York  and  thrown  into  the  famous 
Sugar-House,  where  he  remained  for  a period  of 
six  weeks  until  exchanged.  These  three  men  were 
held  in  high  estimation  by  the  people.  Their 
known  patriotism  and  courage,  which  could  ever 
be  relied  on,  caused  the  other  citizens,  long  after 
the  Revolutionary  war,  to  remember  their  acts 
with  the  greatest  gratitude.” 

Richard  Mead  was  married  (first)  to  Sarah 
Mead;  to  this  marriage  was  born  a daughter, 
Sophia,  who  married  Peter  De  Mille.  By  his 
second  wife,  Rachel  Mead,  were  born  Thomas 
A.,  Elizabeth  R.  and  Sarah  A.  Of  these,  Eliza- 
beth R.  married  George  Webb,  of  New  York, 
and  is  now  dead;  Sarah  A.  married  Joseph  Brush, 
of  Greenwich,  and  died  leaving  a family  of  ten 
children.  Richard  Mead  was  a man  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him;  he  died  on  April 
19,  1824. 
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Col.  Thomas  A.  Mead,  the  only  son  of  Rich- 
ard Mead,  became  probably  the  most  conspicu- 
ous character  of  the  name  of  his  generation. 
Born  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  century,  his 
life  was  spared  until  the  last  decade  of  the  pres- 
ent century,  and,  spanning  as  it  did  almost  one 
hundred  years,  he  witnessed  the  century  of  the 
greatest  achievements  of  our  country,  and  was 
an  active  participant  in  some  of  its  chief  scenes. 
His  birth  occurred  May  29,  1799.  in  the  same 
Rouse  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  in  which  he  was  residing  when  he  died, 
the  house  having  been  built  by  his  father  in  1797, 
and  the  land  upon  which  it  stood  having  been  in 
the  family  since  1785.  Colonel  Mead  was  a 
farmer  throughout  his  lifetime.  He  acquired  his 
title  through  service  rendered  his  State  in  the 
days  of  the  militia,  having  been  made  a colonel 
of  a regiment,  in  which  capacity  he  served  many 
years.  Possessed  of  a bright  mind,  and  inherit- 
ing many  of  the  sterling  qualities  of  his  an- 
cestors, he  early  took  an  interest  in  public  affairs, 
and  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  locality. 
In  politics  he  was  identified  with  the  Whig  party 
until  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
when  he  cast  his  lot  with  it  and  ever  remained 
one  of  its  most  ardent  supporters.  He  was  the 
assessor  of  the  town  of  Greenwich  for  ten  years, 
served  a number  of  years  as  selectman,  was 
county  commissioner  two  terms,  and  twice  repre- 
sented Greenwich  in  the  State  Legislature,  once 
in  1852  and  again  in  1872.  In  that  body  he 
served  on  important  committees,  among  them 
railroads.  He  was  often  appointed  appraiser 
for  different  railroads,  a juryman  many  times  in 
important  cases,  and  settled  many  estates.  He 
was  a man  of  rare  judgment,  intelligent,  a 
Christian  gentleman,  whose  life  was  such  as 
commended  him  to  all.  A man  of  honor,  his  in- 
tegrity was  never  questioned.  In  all  of  the  vari- 
ous positions  that  he  has  been  called  upon  to 
fill  he  performed  his  duty  faithfully,  reflecting 
credit  to  himself  and  in  a manner  most  satisfac- 
tory to  his  constituents. 


On  February  23,  1833,  Colonel  Mead  w; 
married  to  Hannah  Seaman,  daughter  of  Dav 
Seaman  of  New  York,  and  to  them  were  bo 
eight  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Louisa  Staffor 

born  June  29,  1834,  was  married  (first)  to  I 
Merritt  Mead,  who  went  into  the  Civil  war  ; 
captain  of  Company  I,  10th  Conn.  V.  I. ; he  b 
came  a major,  and  died  at  Greenwich  in  Septer 
ber,  1862;  his  widow  married  Thomas  Ritch, 
Greenwich,  and  died  in  October,  1894.  ( 

the°riv-l  R"  WaS  v0rn  April  23’  l83fii  enter. 

the  Civil  war  as  a lieutenant  of  Company  I,  10 
Conn.  V.  I.,  later  became  captain  of  Compai 


G,  in  which  position  he  was  acting  in  North  Car- 
olina when  called  to  his  reward  on  October  25, 
1862;  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery 
at  Greenwich,  Conn. ; he  was  a prepossessing 
young  man  of  much  more  than  ordinary  intellect, 
and  gave  great  promise;  he  died  unmarried. 
(3)  Seaman,  our  subject,  was  next  in  order  of 
birth,,  and  is  referred  to  farther  on.  (4)  Abigail 
R.,  born  September  29,  1839,  married  Benjamin 
Wright,  and  died  in  October,  1897,  at  Green- 
wich, leaving  four  children.  (5)  Elizabeth  H., 
born  July  7,  1841,  married  Henry  Webb,  of 
Greenwich,  and  has  one  child,  Nathaniel.  (6) 
Delia,  born  February  8,  1843,  married  W.  E. 
Mead,  and  lives  in  Brooklyn;  they  have  two  chil- 
dren. (7)  Zophar,  born  May  22,  1845,  died  at 
Greenwich  in  July,  1891;  he  married  Mary  E. 
Mead,  a daughter  of  Charles  Mead,  and  they  bad 
one  daughter,  Bertha;  he  was  a farmer,  an  excel- 
lent citizen,  and  in  his  political  views  a Repub- 
lican. (8)  Lucinda  P.,  born  August  10,  1847, 
is  yet  a resident  of  the  old  homestead  at  Green- 
wich. The  father  of  these  eight  children  passed 
to  his  reward  after  a brief  illness  of  La  Grippe, 
January  4,  1892.  His  wife  died  November  18, 
1 880.  Both  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Greenwich,  and  their  remains  rest  in 
the  cemetery  of  that  Church. 

We  now  return  to  Seaman  Mead,  the  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  November 
5,  1837,  at  the  Mead  homestead  in  the  town  of 
Greenwich.  He  was  reared  on  that  farm,  attend- 
ing the  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  his  first 
teacher  being  a Mr.  Lounsbury;  subsequently  he 
attended  the  Greenwich  Academy.  Much  of  bis 
early  life  was  given  especially  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  in  this  line  he  was  successful.  He 
has  ever  taken  a deep  interest  in  agriculture,  and 
has  aided  much  in  its  advancement  throughout 
the  State.  He  is  now  a member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture,  having  been  appointed  to 
that  position  by  the  State  Legislature  in  1897 
for  a period  of  four  years. 

Mr.  Mead  has  inherited  many  of  the  traits 
which  brought  his  father  and  his  ancestors  into 
prominence,  and  gave  them  that  distinction  they 
merited.  He  has  followed  in  their  footsteps, 
and  through  his  own  force  of  character,  too,  has 
been  brought  into  prominence,  and  his  worth  as 
a useful  citizen  has  not  been  without  apprecia- 
tion. He  is  of  the  same  religious  faith  and  P° 
ical  complexion  as  his  forefathers,  has  enjoyed 
some  of  the  same  honors  and  distinction  given 
them,  and  has  been  faithful  in  the  discharge  0 
those  duties.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vo  e 
for  Abraham  Lincoln.  For  many  years  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Republican  Town  Committee, 
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he  has  served  as  assessor  of  Greenwich  town 
since  1 8 77,  excepting  the  year  1892,  when  he 
was  too  busily  engaged  in  superintending  the 
erection  of  his  house  to  accept  the  office,  which 
was  tendered  him;  has  also  served  as  borough 
assessor.  In  1895,  also  in  1897  and  1899,  he 

was  elected  representative  from  Greenwich  to  the 
«“reVand  iS  g'ving  his  time  and 

ta  ents  to  matters  best  calculated  to  advance  the 
interests  of  his  constituents.  In  his  business 
ventures  Mr.  Mead  has  been  successful,  and  has 
a fair  share  0f  this  world’s  goods.  He  was  one 

DeSincZnrat0rS°^uhe  Greenwich  Loan  and 
o7riC<TPan*’  and  has  ever  Slnce  been  one 
0 he  directors  of  same.  He  is  also  a director 
the  Rippowatn  Manufacturing  Company. 

to  Mis  MI-  Mead  was  «"a™d 

bo™  h E'  ^ead’  and  t0  them  have  been 
Mel  TKen  aS,i0ll0ws:  Susan  H..  Louisa 

Trust  andhnmaS  (assistant  cashier  Greenwich 
Z married  May  B. 

andldwal®  Amel’a  Wi"is’  Seaman  Mott, 
ua  toward  (died  in  infancy).  Seaman  Mott 

^iceroarStheUs,eredv,  1°  the  United  St^s 
Conn.,  uly  2 1808  alT'03"  W3r’  &t  Niantic- 

Company  K Th Sr’n  dvbf  a member  of 

«t  Camp  Meade^  Middl  t°L  Inf'  Stationed 
Marion,  Summerville^ Middletown  Penn..  Camp 

Savannah,  Ga  He  wfc  C’’  ?nd  9amp  0nward, 

"ah,  March  20  ,8?o  T w °U*  at  Savan' 
February  2 jGq  -99j  ^ rs'  Mead  was  born 

Susan  (Merritt'l  dau8hter  Edward  and 
subject  and  his  wife  AiCj  tbeir  maniage  our 
short  time  then  r * res‘ded  at  Stanwich  for  a 
have  since’resided  T l°  Gree"wich-  where  they 

PfasentcommodL  ? 9V Mr  Mead  built  his 

oneof  the  most  beam’f  d|  modern  home.  which  is 
Pointments  of  lnv  ?n  Vw  i"d  .c.omP,ete  in  its  ap- 
fami!y  occupy  Xl  tbat.loCa,ty-  Socially,  the 
Py  a b,gh  position  in  the  commnnitv 


' occupy  a high  pwition  in  the  c^munity? 

C’  resident  oP  Stlmf  * h’  if  h'ghIy  esteemed 

years  Prominently  identified  a®.  bee"  for  many 
terests  i„  that  H-'^dwith  agricultural  in- 

seventy  years  ago  in  the  h He  W3S  born  about 
resides,  a pleasant  f ",  house  ln  which  he  now 

Stamford,  and  the^tor^"06  ?“  ProsPect  avenue, 
operated  as  a farmlv  h^f  f°urmerly  owned  and 
Hendrie.  by  hls  father,  Capt.  Charles 

‘;yCS,bo“nendATgusV;h°6WaS  of  Scotch  ances- 
eonnected  with  Th*  1 u79°'  He  b«ame 
®oston.  Mass,  and  if,  °f  b°atS  running  from 
steamboat  "Citizen”  M WaS  caPtain  of  the 
Cl‘y ‘0  Stamford  wherp  hnningfrom  New  York 
’ Where  he  ">ade  his  home.  On 


HnnfThl l6,  r8l8|'  he  married  his  first  wife, 
Hannah  Maria  Lockwood,  of  Greenwich,  who 

was  born  November  29,  1793,  and  died  March 

Sarah84?-  ?"  °?tober  I2'  lgSO.  he  married 
Sarah  Ann  Lounsbury.  He  died  October  8 
i»73-  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  eight  chill 
dren,  whose  names  with  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: Letitia  L.,  October  15,  1819;  John  W 

November  18,  1821;  Hannah  M„  November  20! 
1823;  Amelia  Ann  and  Emily  Jane  (twins),  April 
6,  1826;  Charles,  May  8,  1828;  Joshua  Beal, 
April  19,  1830;  and  James  Albert,  May  31,  1834 
By  the  second  marriage  there  were  four  children: 
Hannah  M.,  March  7,  1852;  Emma  Jane,  Octo- 
ber  22,  1853;  Mary  A.,  October  29,  1855, 
and  Hannah  M.,  October  28,  1857,  who  married 
C.  O.  Millen. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  at  the  old  home- 
stead m Stamford,  his  education  being  obtained 
m the  schools  of  that  locality  and  in  Greenwich. 
Being  reared  to  agricultural  work,  and  finding  it 
congenial,  he  has  always  followed  it  as  an  occu- 
pation, and  his  judicious  management  has  won 
for  him  a substantial  success  in  this  calling.  He 
is  in  sympathy  with  all  movements  which  tend  to 
benefit  the  community,  and  is  a leading  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Sound  Beach. 
On  November  4,  1850,  he  married  Miss  Caroline 
E.  Ferris,  daughter  of  Gideon  Ferris,  a well- 
known  citizen  of  Greenwich.  Of  the  seven  chil- 
dren.  of  this  union  three  are  now  living:  (1) 

William  Albert,  born  January  20,  1852,  died 
April  4,  1 889.  (2)  Gideon  Ferris,  bom  Septem- 

ber 28,  1853,  was  married  September  10,  1881, 
to  Miss  Fannie  L.  Ayers,  daughter  of  David 
Ayers,  and  they  have  had  five  children — Daisy 
(deceased),  Mabel  Louise,  Grace  Elizabeth, 
Harold  Russell  and  Florence.  (3)  Caroline  E., 
born  August  26,  1855,  married  Joel  B.  Ford,  of 
Sound  Beach.  (4)  MaryL.,  born  April  7,  1858, 
married  H.  G.  Ridabock,  of  New  York  City.  (5) 
Clinton,  born  October  15.  i860,  died  June  23, 
1897.  (6)  Charles  F.,  born  June  19,  1863,  died 

February  2,  1893.  (7)  Emma  Jane,  born  Sep- 

tember 8,  1868,  died  October  18,  1868. 


JUDGE  HOWARD  B.  SCOTT,  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Tweedy,  Scott  & Whittlesey, 
leading  lawyers  of  Danbury,  is  an  able  and 
talented  man,  and  his  grasp  of  legal  principles 
has  made  him  especially  prominent  in  the  judicial 
branch  of  the  profession.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  a justice  of  the  peace  and  an  associate 
judge  of  the  city  court,  and  he  now  presides  over 
the  latter  tribunal. 

Judge  Scott  was  born  August  25,  1851,  at 


Digitized  by 


Google 


888 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Bridgeport,  this  county,  and  comes  of  excellent 
ancestry.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  a great- 
grandson  of  James  and  Sally  Scott,  and  a grand- 
son of  David  and  Betsey  (Burr)  Scott,  residents 
of  Ridgefield.  Albert  Scott,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  June  2,  1815.  at  Ridgefield, 
and  became  first  a harnessmaker  and  then  a 
dealer  in  harness.  His  death  occurred  in  1893, 
and  his  wife,  Caroline  (Seeley),  died  in  1891. 
She  was  born  in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  August  15, 
1819,  the  daughter  of  David  and  Theodosia 
(Lewis)  Seeley,  and  was  a member  of  an  old 
family.  Four  children  were  born  to  Albert  and 
Caroline  Scott,  viz.:  Mary  E.;  Howard  B. ; 
Albert  L.,  who  is  a physician  in  New  York  City; 
and  William  D.,  now  a resident  of  Portland, 
Oregon. 

The  Judge  passed  his  early  life  at  Bridgeport, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools,  also  a pri- 
vate school  for  boys  taught  by  William  O. 
Seymour,  afterward  a railroad  commissioner.  In 
1 870  he  entered  Amherst  College,  and  on  grad- 
uating four  years  later  he  engaged  in  teaching  at 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  continuing  thus  until  July, 
1876.  He  then  entered  the  law  office  of 
Brewster  & Tweedy,  at  Danbury,  and  prepared 
for  the  Bar,  to  which  he  was  admitted  in  July, 
1878.  He  has  since  been  identified  with  the 
firm  with  which  he  began  his  legal  studies,  the 
style  being  for  some  time  Brewster,  Tweedy  & 
Scott.  In  September,  1892,  Judge  Brewster 
retired,  and  the  firm  of  Tweedy,  Scott  & 
Whittlesey  was  formed,  They  have  a large 
business,  handling  many  important  cases,  and  all 
the  members  stand  high  in  the  profession. 

Judge  Scott  is  a member  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Danbury,  and  is  active  in 
various  progressive  movements,  being  especially 
interested  in  educational  affairs;  for  a number  of 
years  he  has  served  on  the  board  of  education  as 
acting  school  visitor.  Politically  he  upholds  the 
doctrines  of  the  Republican  party.  The  Judge 
is  not  married. 


Doctor  john  henry  mcardle.  of 

the  young  professional  men  of  Fairfield 
county,  none  stands  higher  in  the  estimation  of 
his  numerous  friends  and  acquaintances  than  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  review. 

Born  September  2,  1873,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
Doctor  McArdle  is  a son  of  Patrick  McArdle,  a 
native  of  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  who  came  to 
America  when  a young  man,  settling  in  Brook- 
lyn. He  is  a stone-cutter  by  trade,  and  has  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  thus  far  through  life.  His 
wife,  formerly  Ellen  Murphy,  was  also  a native 


of  Ireland,  born  in  Wexford.  Their  marriage 
was  blessed  with  five  children,  namely:  Edward, 
deceased;  Francis,  chief  examiner  in  the  Law- 
yers Title  Insurance  Company,  Brooklyn,  with 
residence  in  New  York;  Ellen,  a member  of  one 
of  the  Sisterhoods  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  New 
York  City;  John  H.,  mentioned  more  fully  far- 
ther on;  and  Mary,  deceased.  The  father  of  this 
father  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  as  was  also 
the  mother.  She  died  July  7,  1880. 

Dr.  John  H.  McArdle  came  to  Westport  when 
seven  years  of  age  to  reside  with  his  aunt,  Mrs. 
Michael  Cluar,  and  here  he  received  his  element- 
ary education.  In  April,  1892,  at  the  age  0 
eighteen  years,  he  entered  the  New  York  College 
of  Dentistry,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1895,  and  during  the  summer  months  ot 
each  year  practiced  in  the  City  Infirmary.  Ip  is 
senior  year  he  and  a classmate  were  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  the  Dental  Department  con- 
nected with  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital  in  New 
York  City.  The  same  year  he  returned  to  West- 
port,  where  he  located  in  practice  and  has  ever 
since  remained.  He  is  well  up  in  his  Pr°  ®s.sloni 
and,  having  the  reputation  of  being  a skillful  an 
a most  careful  dentist,  he  has  succeeded  m ui 
ing  up  a good  practice,  and  is  making  the  reco 
and  success  to  which  his  studies,  habits  an  en 
ergy  entitle  him.  Socially,  he  is  a member  0 
the  Order  of  Foresters,  and  in  his  religious  views 
be  is  a Roman  Catholic,  holding  memberetiip 
with  the  Church  of  that  denomination  at  wen- 
port.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  e 1 
present  serving  as  a member  of  the  boar  0 
cation.  As  yet  he  is  unmarried. 


RODMAN  TOWNSEND,  M.  D.,  asucce^ 
ful  physician  and  surgeon  of  Bmdgepo  , ^ 

representative  of  a family  which  has  !°D8  . 

noted  for  ability,  enterprise  and  public  spi  • 
members  having  distinguished  themselves  1 
ous  lines  of  effort.  „ 

All  of  the  name  in  the  United  States  ar 
posed  to  be  descended  from  one  common 

tor,  the  Doctor’s  great-great-grandfather, 

Townsend,  who  came  from  England  abou  ' 
and  whose  large  family  of  children  sett  e 
ferent  parts  of  the  country,  the  great-gran 
of  our  subject  locating  in  Massachusetts.  ^ 
the  men  of  note  who  have  sprung  up  r ^ 
stock  is  Hon.  Martin  I.  Townsend,  of  J'fcr 
Y.  (a  cousin  of  our  subject's  father),  „ ^ 
in  the  Republican  party  and  formerly  ^as 
States  senator.  By  inter-marriage  the  a 
become  connected  with  honorable  lm 
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lionship,  and  an  uncle  of  our  subject,  the  late 
Col.  Daniel  Rodman,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  served 
as  an  officer  in  the  Civil  war. 

Daniel  Norton  Townsend,  the  Doctor’s  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Dunham,  Province  of  Quebec, 
Canada,  and  a portion  of  his  life  was  spent  in 
Canada,  where  he  was  extensively  engaged  in 
business  as  a merchant  and  hotel-keeper.  He 
married  Charlotte  Cross,  of  the  same  place. 

Charles  M.  Townsend,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Canada,  and  in  early  manhood 
went  to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  to  learn  the  barnessmaker’s 
trade.  For  thirty  years  past  he  has  made  his 
home  in  Lansingburg,  N.  Y.,  being  still  con- 
nected with  the  harness  business.  He  married 
Miss  Martha  A.  Pullinger,  a native  of  Philadel- 
phia, who  was  reared  in  Hartford,  Conn.  Her 
father,  Thomas  Pullinger,  was  probably  of  Ger- 
man descent,  and  was  for  many  years  a resident 
of  Philadelphia.  To  Charles  M.  and  Martha 
Townsend  five  children  were  born:  Albert  C., 
a florist  in  Troy,  N.  Y. ; Hattie  S.,  wife  of  Dr. 
Stephen  Welsh,  a physician  in  Providence,  R.  I. ; 
C.  Rodman,  our  subject;  and  Bessie  and  Grace 
(twins),  of  whom  Grace  died  in  1 889. 

Doctor  Townsend  was  born  April  6,  1870,  in 
Lansingburg,  N.  Y. , where  he  received  a good 
practical  education,  graduating  from  both  the 
academy  and  high  school.  He  then  entered  Al- 
bany Medical  College,  and  on  completing  his 
courM,  in  1 894,  he  took  a competitive  examina- 
lon  for  the  post  of  junior  and  senior  assistant 
and  house  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  Albany 
Hospital  Being  successful  in  this  difficult  test, 
e served  sixteen  months  in  that  position,  and  on 
ovember  10,  1896,  he  established  himself  in 
P ac  ice  at  Bridgeport,  where  he  quickly  won 

DurinS  tbe  first  four  months  of  his 
ay  he  filled  the  unexpired  terrh  of  the  former 

ven<.?  /Slciai?’  and  be  has  since  been  in  active 
He Pract'ce-  The  Doctor  is  popular  socially. 
Medirauember  °f  tbe  City-  County  and  State 
and  rv  ^s?°clat,ons-  and  is  the  official  physician, 
Union  p WashlnSton  Of  the  Brotherhood  of  the 
alsTirr°feSS1Ve  CircIe  No-  2.  st  Bridgeport; 
is  a memi?  e?a!niner  for  the  A-  O.  U.  W. ; and 
bany  N V °p^  An^'ent  Essenic  Order  at  Al- 

Heisunmarried0111”  y hC  'S  IndePendent- 


CHportTP  E-  BLACRMAN,  Mi  D„  of  Br 
hissuccess  in  man,  of  marked  ability 
liant  career  £.roessional  work  points  to  a 
Danburv  He  was  born  February  5.  18; 

andisof  En^hd* 


Dr.  Blackman’s  education  was  begun  in  Dan- 
bury, and  on  leaving  the  high  school  he  learned 
the  tool-maker's  trade,  which  he  followed  some 
six  years.  He  then  entered  upon  a preparatory 
course  of  medical  reading  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  F.  C.  Graves,  of  Bridgeport,  with  whom  he 
studied  about  two  years.  Two  years  were  spent 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Vermont,  but  his  course  was  completed  at  the 
Long  Island  College  Hospital,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1897,  receiving  Dudley  Memorial 
medal  for  prize-essay  on  a surgical  case.  He  re- 
ceived an  appointment  as  physician  for  the 
Bridgeport  City  Hospital,  but,  declining,  he  en- 
gaged in  practice,  opening  an  office  at  No.  280 
State  street,  Bridgeport.  From  the  first  he  met 
with  success,  and  after  six  months  he  removed  to 
his  present  office  at'  No.  1 1 84  Stratford  avenue. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Bridgeport  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, and  socially  he  is  identified  with  various 
clubs  and  other  organizations,  including  the 
Park  City  Yacht  Club,  Scottish  Clans,  the  Sons  of 
St.  George,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  (Adelphine  Lodge  No. 
80,  at  Bridgeport),  and  the  Alpha  Kappa  Kappa 
(Delta  Chapter),  a college  fraternity.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  does  not 
aspire  to  prominence  in  official  life,  his  profes- 
sion absorbing  his  attention. 


EDWIN  S.  GIFFORD,  justice  of  the  peace 
at  Long  Ridge,  in  the  town  of  Stamford, 
Fairfield  county,  where  for  many  years  he  has 
carried  on  his  carriage  and  wagon-making  busi- 
ness, was  born  March  29,  1830,  at  Canaan,  Co- 
lumbia Co.,  N.  Y.  He  comes  of  good  old  Revo- 
lutionary stock,  his  grandfather,  Amaziah  Gifford, 
having  been  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  was  a native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  remoying 
thence  settled  in  Canaan;  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y. , 
where  he  spent  his  remaining  years  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits. 

Rev.  Isaac  S.  Gifford,  father  of  Edwin  S., 
was  born  at  Canaan,  N.  Y.,  was  reared  there, 
and  became  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.' 
After  entering  the  ministry  he  preached  for  four 
years  in  his  native  town,  later  having  charge  at 
Berlin,  N.  Y.,  for  eight  years,  after  which  he  was 
in  Bedford.  N.  Y.,  where  he  preached  ten  years, 
when  he  returned  to  his  first  Church,  which  had 
been  removed  to  the  town  of  Chatham;  subse- 
quently he  took  charge  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Banksville,  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  Fairfield 
Co.,  Conn.  He  passed  away  at  Berlin.  N.  Y., 
aged  seventy-eight  years.  At  Canaan,  N.  Y. , he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Annice  Ford,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  five  children:  Amanda  L., 
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who  lives  in  New  York  City;  Horace  C.,  a resi- 
dent of  Berlin,  N.  Y. ; Silas  D.,  who  is  deceased; 
Edwin  S. ; and  Sarah  Jane,  deceased. 

Edwin  S.  Gifford  spent  his  early  years  in  the 
town  of  bis  birth,  receiving  the  advantages  af- 
forded by  the  public  schools  of  Canaan  and  Ber- 
lin, N.  Y.,  of  which  he  made  good  use.  He 
commenced  to  learn  his  trade,  carriage  and 
wagon  making,  before  he  was  eighteen  years  old, 
but  at  that  time  he  worked  at  it  only  a few  weeks 
when  he  commenced  teaching  school,  to  which 
profession  he  devoted  himself  until  he  was  twen- 
ty-one, having  the  school  at  Bedford,  N.  Y.  Here 
he  resumed  his  trade  and  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  two  years,  finally,  in  1856,  coming  to 
Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  and  settling  at  Long 
Ridge,  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  During  the  forty  odd 
years  of  his  residence  here  he  has  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account,  at 
first  giving  all  his  attention  to  carriage  and 
wagon  making,  in  1872  adding  the  undertaking 
business,  which  he  has  since  continued.  Mr.  Gif- 
ford has  worked  steadily  all  his  life,  and  his 
present  circumstances  are  sufficient  evidence  that 
his  industry  has  been  to  some  purpose.  His 
neighbors  all  around  admire  and  respect  him  for 
his  sterling  qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  and  he 
has  had  their  good  will  and  more  substantial  cheer 
in  the  way  of  patronage  all  along  his  path  to  suc- 
cess. As  above  stated,  he  is  at  present  serving  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  has  held  that  position 
for  a number  of  years.  Originally  a Know-Noth- 
ing in  political  sentiment,  his  views  have  changed 
with  the  progress  of  the  times,  and  he  is  now  an 
ardent  Republican  in  national  issues,  holding 
himself  independent  in  local  affairs. 

Mr.  Gifford’s  first  marriage  took  place  in  Bed- 
ford, N.  Y.,  where  he  wedded  Hannah  M. 
Brown,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  M.  Brown.  She 
died  in  i860,  and  he  was  subsequently  married, 
January  30,  1862,  at  Chatham,  N.  Y.,  to  Harriet 
y Searles,  of  Stamford,  daughter  of  Ira  Searles, 
his  father  performing  the  ceremony.  To  this 
union  were  bom  six  children,  namely.  George  E., 
Charles  L.,  Annice  Ford,  Ira  Searles,  Jennie  L., 
and  May  E.,  of  whom  two  are  deceased— Charles 
L.  and  Annice  Ford.  George  is  a civil  engineer 
in  Stamford,  and  Ira  S.  is  a bookkeeper  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  Mr.  Gifford  is  a Baptist  in  religious 
belief. 


THADDEUS  BELL,  who  is  at  present  hold- 
ing the  offices  of  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the 
town  of  Darien,  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
that  locality,  and  for  many  years  he  has  been 


active  in  business  and  political  life.  His  family 
is  well  known  in  this  county,  his  ancestors  hav- 
ing settled  here  at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  Bell  is  a descendant  of  Francis  Bell,  who 
located  at  Stamford  in  1641,  and  a grandson  of 
Thaddeus  Bell,  a member  of  the  Legislature  for 
thirteen  terms  from  the  towns  of  Darien  and 
Stamford.  Hon.  Holly  Bell,  the  father  of  the 
present  Thaddeus,  was  a native  of  Darien,  and 
made  his  home  there  throughout  his  life,  engag- 
ing first  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  later  taking 
the  position  of  station  agent  in  the  village.  He 
was  influential  in  local  affairs,  being  elected  five 
times  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  for  a number 
of  years  he  served  as  colonel  in  the  militia.  He 
died  in  1887,  aged  ninety-three,  and  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Abigail  Scofield, 
occurred  six  months  later.  They  had  eight  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Charles  E., 
a resident  of  California;  Thaddeus;  Julia  F., 
widow  of  Charles  G.  Morehouse;  and  Mary  L., 
widow  of  John  G.  Simonds.  Abigail  Scofield  was 
a descendant  of  John  Howland  and  Elizabeth 
Tilley,  daughter  of  John  Tilley  and  wife,  all  pas- 
sengers on  the  “ Mayflower.” 

Mr.  Bell  was  born  in  1831  at  the  old  home  in 
Darien,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  that  locality.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went 
to  New  York  City  and  engaged  in  shipbuilding, 
in  which  he  spent  about  four  years  in  that  and 
other  places.  Some  work  in  connection  with  a 
railroad  took  him  to  Chicago,  111.,  for  a year, 
but  owing  to  illness  he  returned  home.  On  his 
recovery  he  engaged  in  railroad  business  in  this 
locality,  and  in  1861  he  resumed  the  work  of 
shipbuilding  at  the  navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
His  next  employment  was  as  station  agent  at 
Darien,  and  after  a year  in  that  position  he  spent 
two  years  in  the  United  States  navy  as  assistant 
paymaster.  Since  locating  permanently  at  Da- 
rien he  has  been  engaged  in  contracting,  and  of 
late  has  been  interested  in  mercantile  business. 
As  a citizen  he  is  held  in  high  esteem,  and  he  is 
one  of  the  trusted  leaders  of  the  Republican  or- 
ganization of  his  neighborhood.  For  eight  years 
he  was  selectman  of  his  town,  and  for  four  years 
he  held  the  office  of  postmaster,  while  be  is  now 
serving  as  town  clerk  and  treasurer,  and  repre- 
sents the  town  of  Darien  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Connecticut. 

In  1854  Mr.  Bell  married  Miss  Caroline  E- 
Morehouse,  daughter  of  HSnry  Morehouse,  0 
this  county  (who  was  a member  of  the  State 
Legislature  for  five  terms),  and  five  children 
have  blessed  their  union.  Three  are  yet  livlDi>' 
Alfred  B. , now  a resident  of  Denver,  Colo.,  w 0 
in  1897  married  Miss  Grace  Dauchy  Smith,  0 
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that  city;  Miss  Grace  L.,  a stndent  at  Pratt  In- 
stitute, Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; and  Clarence  W.,  now 
teller  in  the  First  National  Bank  at  Stamford. 
Conn,  and  who  resides  in  Darien.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bell  are  both  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Darien,  and  the  family  have 
always  been  active  in  the  various  branches  of 
work  carried  on  by  that  society. 


JJORACE  BURR  BANKS,  an  intelligent,  well- 
— — ‘o-do  farmer,  and  one  of  the  upright  and 
SCterC'tlZe"S  °f  Fairfield  township,  Fairfield 
ry’Conn-’  lsa  worthy  example  of  the  type 
P gressive  and  thrifty  agriculturists  who  make 
their  home  m this  community,  and  he  is  “native 

the  farmaVJHg  been  u0rn  Januafy  29.  1831,  on 

Sujiea  J0'mn6  thC  °De  he  DOW  owns  and 

|randson  °*  Nehemiah  and 
r^hiShfW00d)  Banks-  Arming  people  who 
SStSS  ,8',6.fr0m  Rid^P.d  Pto' near 
i„  JSS  " l laLer  t00k  UP their  r«idence 
of  fhei'  ifvec  Vh  6r?  the,y  P3SSed  the  rema''nder 
John  the  fa/h  Their  *am,1y  was  a large  one,  and 
voungest  t?'  ”°raCe  B-  Ba"kS-  was  the 

anTfas  reaSIni  f b°r,Vn  SePtember-  '802, 

hood  such  h t0  farm  l e’  rece,v>ng  in  his  boy- 

afforded  bithfan^eS  f°r  eduCation  as  w«re 

came  in  Z' f“bl,c  schools  of  his  day.  He 
of  Ridgefield  and  r°m  Woodchuck-  in  the  town 
way,  f0  Mi«  rd  W,aS  marned-  '*>  Cross  High- 
Hezekiah  o*H  aroJine  Ogden,  a daughter  of 

commenced  h§oU\n’tafter  Which  he  and  bis  wife 

Passed  the  mst  ®?k*ep.lnSon  the  farm  where  they 
ship.  Mr  Banks  ,days’  ln  Fairfield  town- 

on  which  he  tnl  hUt  3 Sma,J  tract  atfirst- 
farming  on  his  own  S h°m,f  and  commenced 
dustry  and  thrift  h CC0unt’  but  by  constant  in- 
by,  became  a sucres  Pr°sPered  as  the  years  went 

le,t  a very  comfort k “ farmer’  and  at  his  death 
were  prominent  esta'e-  He  and  his  family 
Church,  in  whose  °f  the  Con&regational 

and  he  held  the  nffi  °Fk  i*  j took  an  active  part, 

He  was  a Remihr  CC  ° deacon  f°r  forty  years, 
voter.  DurWhUn"  ‘D  P°Htics’  and  " regular 
otous,  active  man  P,rime  Mr-  Banks  was  a vig- 
was  unusually  p0werMav  3,  hard  worker.  and  he 
unequalled  here  b h s d h'S  ffatSof  strength  being 

any  circumstances  WtVh?'£h  he  never  under 

b|S  disposition  was  k n^  °^h‘S  strenSth-  and 
dea‘h,  which  occurred  d oaond  Peaceable.  His 
an  accident  anaill’V?86,  was  the  result  of 
causing  ga’ngrene  l"cb  had  run  into  his  foot 

Ba"kspaL|aWa';nblSCh  pr°Ved  fataL  Mrs. 

m Oaklawn  cemLJ^TL  nd  bothare  interred 
cemetery.  They  had  a family  of 


three  children:  Angeline,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Moses  Banks,  and  died  in  Greenfield  Hill- 
Horace  B. ; and  Eliza  F.,  wife  of  Rev.  George  W.’ 
Banks,  of  Guilford,  Connecticut. 

Horace  B.  Banks  received  his  early  training 
m the  Hulls  Farms  District  school,  where 
Timothy  M.  Banks  was  one  of  his  earliest  teach- 
ers, and  later  he  attended  Zalmon  Wakeman’s 
private  school,  at  Greenfield  Hill,  where  he 
finished  his  literary  education.  He  was  reared 
at  home  to  farm  life,  and  immediately  after  his 
marriage  settled  on  the  land  which  he  has  since 
cultivated,  which  at  that  time  was  entirely  unim- 
proved and  without  buildings  of  any  sort.  He  is 
at  present  the  owner  of  seventy-two  acres  of 
valuable  and  desirable  land,  improved  and  worked 
in  the  most  modern  manner,  and  he  has  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  intelligent, 
successful  farmers  of  this  region,  a man  who  is 
respected  and  looked  up  to  by  all,  not  only  for 
the  prosperous  position  he  has  gained  by  his  own 
efforts,  but  also  for  the  sterling  integrity  and 
high  principle  which  has  marked  all  his  life.  He 
is  a good  citizen  and  well-liked  as  a neighbor 
and  friend,  while  his  circle  of  acquaintances  is  a 
wide  one,  for  he  is  possessed  of  a jovial,  good- 
natured  disposition  which  makes  him  a favorite 
with  all. 

On  February  25,  1855,  Mr.  Banks  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sally  M.  Burr,  of  Fair- 
field,  an  intelligent  young  lady,  who  was  born 
December  1 1.  1837,  in  Burr’s  Highway,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Sarah  (Nichols)  Burr.  Mrs. 
Banks  received  her  education  in  the  schools  of 
the  district  in  which  she  lived,  Seth  Bradley  be- 
ing one  of  her  first  teachers,  and  when  fourteen 
years  old  she  commenced  teaching  in  Hoyden’s 
Hill  District,  engaging  as  teacher  for  five  or  six 
terms  in  all.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Banks  have  two 
sons — John  E.  and  George  A. — the  former  of 
whom  is  a carpenter  at  Hulls  Farms;  he  married 
Miss  Sarah  L.  Fanton,  of  Weston,  and  has  three 
children — Georgia  Anna,  Sarah  F.  and  John 
Horace.  When  Georgia  was  one  year  old  she  was 
one  of  a group  in  a family  picture  in  which  five 
generations  were  represented.  George  A.,  the 
second  son,  who  is  a painter  in  Southport,  mar- 
ried Minnie  V.  Jennings,  daughter  of  Edwin  and 
Helen  (Gould)  Jennings. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Banks  are  prominent  members 
and  active  workers  in  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Greenfield  Hill,  where  he  has  served  as  leader 
of  the  choir  and  on  the  committee  of  the  society. 
Politically,  he  is  a stanch  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  votes  regularly,  but  he  is  no 
office-seeker,  preferring  to  devote  all  bis  time 
and  attention  to  his  private  interests. 
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HENRY  H.  BAIRD.  The  life  of  the  subject 

of  this  sketch,  a representative  self-made 

man,  presents  a striking  example  of  enterprise, 
industry  and  integrity  conducting  to  eminent  suc- 
cess. He  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  born  in 
Trumbull,  Fairfield  county,  October  I,  1825. 

Ebenezer  Beard,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Huntington,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn. 
He  served  his  country  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
By  marriage  with  Anna  Thompson  he  bad  chil- 
dren as  follows,  all  now  deceased:  Samuel  (died 
young),  Ebenezer,  Aaron,  William,  Pamelia, 
Elam  and  Ely. 

Elam  Beard,  father  of  Henry  H.  Baird,  was 
born,  in  t8ot,  in  Huntington,  Conn.,  and  died 
in  1 880.  He  taught  school  when  a young  man, 
later  becoming  a manufacturer  of  broadcloth  at 
Trumbull,  Conn.  His  health  becoming  impaired, 
he  removed  to  Stepney,  Conn. , where  he  became 
a farmer.  He  was  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  He  married  Esther,  daughter  of  Isaac 
Cables,  who  died  in  1840.  By  her  he  had  the 
following  children:  Henry  H.,  the  subject  of 

this  sketch;  John  Judson,  a resident  of  Stepney; 
Eliza,  widow  of  A.  L.  Winton,  of  Bridgeport; 
Julia  A.,  deceased;  William,  living  in  Bethel; 
Pamelia,  wife  of  Charles  B.  Wheeler,  of  Step- 
ney; Sarah,  married  to  Ira  Penfieid,  of  Danbury; 
and  George  H.  (deceased).  For  his  second  wife 
he  married  Minerva  Bennett,  who  died  in  1883, 
the  mother  of  the  following  children:  Mary  E., 

wife  of  Edward  Corning,  of  Stepney;  Katherine, 
who  married  Thomas  Trimble,  of  Brooklyn; 
Frances,  wife  of  Benjamin  Hurd,  of  Monroe; 
Caroline,  wife  of  Birdsye  Sherman,  of  Stepney; 
and  Anson  (deceased). 

Henry  H.  Baird,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  received  a common-school  education  in 
the  schools  of  Trumbull  and  Stepney,  and 
worked  on  a farm  until  he  was  seventeen  years 
old,  at  which  time  he  entered  upon  an  apprentice- 
ship with  Henry  Bodwell,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  to 
learn  the  trade  of  hatter.  Prior  to  this,  however, 
he  had  been  associated  with  Marcellus  Jackson, 
at  Stepney,  two  years,  learning  the  boot-making 
trade,  but  had  to  abandon  it  on  account  of  ill 
health.  At  the  age  of  twenty- two  years  he 
moved  to  Bethel,  and  worked  as  journeyman 
hatter  until  1854,  when  he  commenced  in  the 
general  merchandise  business  on  Main  street. 
Bethel,  and  continued  in  same  until  1869.  He 
served  as  first  selectman  eleven  years,  and  during 
the  Civil  war  period  was,  by  virtue  of  his  posi- 
tion, recruiting  officer;  he  was  also  first  constable 
of  the  town  of  Bethel.  In  1869  he  exchanged 
his  store  for  a farm,  whereon  he  remained  two 
years.  In  August,  1871,  he  bought  stock  in  the 


Bethel  Hat  Forming  Company,  which  was  organ- 
ized November  18,  1865,  by  G.  A.  Hickok  (now 
deceased),  Nathan  Seeley,  Horace  E.  Hickok, 
A.  R.  Stevens  (of  Danbury),  George  J.  Hopkins, 
Peter  Starr  and  Isaac  H.  Seeley  (the  last  four 
being  now  deceased).  He  was  secretary  and 
manager  of  the  company  from  1871  until  his 
death. 

In  November,  1853,  Henry  H.  Baird  was 
united  in  marriage  at  Newtown,  Conn.,  with 
Orphia  C.  Shepard,  daughter  of  Hart  and  Char- 
lotte (Platt)  Shepard.  Children  as  follows  were 
born  to  them:  John  H.;  and  George  S.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years.  Our  subject 
had  always  been  an  active  Republican,  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  for  nearly 
thirty  years,  and  one  of  its  trustees,  holding  this 
office  continually  for  many  years.  To  some  ex- 
tent Mr.  Baird  dealt  in  real  estate,  and  in  all  his 
efforts  he  met  with  well-earned  success.  He 
died  September  26,  1 897,  aged  seventy- two  years. 

Few  men  of  the  town  have  been  more  closely 
identified  with  its  industrial  or  general  interests. 
He  was  one  whose  influence  was  felt,  and  his 
judgment  consulted  in  all  public  affairs.  Fore- 
most in  all  moral  reforms  having  to  do  with  the 
thrift  and  sobriety  of  working  men,  be  was  es- 
pecially their  friend;  his  assistance  was  never 
withheld,  when  sought  by  worthy  young  men. 
His  benevolence  toward  the  needy,  while  never 
ostentatious,  was  very  wide.  No  good  cause 
solicited  his  interest  in  vain.  In  the  Church  of 
which  he  was  a member,  he  was  always  active  in 
seeking  its  welfare,  and  one  of  the  most  liberal 
givers.  His  manner  was  quiet,  even  reserved; 
he  never  sought  the  favor  of  preferment  of  his 
townsmen,  but  was  foremost  in  their  esteem. 
He  was  an  intense  worker,  carrying  every  detail 
of  his  private  or  corporate  business  in  his  mind 
almost  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

Hart  Shepard,  mentioned  above,  who 

through  the  first  half  of  the  present  century  was  a 

substantia]  citizen  and  farmer  of  Newtown,  was  a 
son  of  George  and  Phebe  (Hull)  Shepard,  farm- 
ing people  in  the  Head  of  the  Meadow  District. 
He  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm  November  5, 
1801,  and  was  of  the  seventh  generation  from  Ed- 
ward Shepard,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  the  line  of  his 
descent  being  through  John,  John,  John,  Timothy 
and  George  Shepard  [See  Shepard  genealogy.] 
In  his  earlier  years  he  learned  the  comb-makers 
trade,  and  for  a time  worked  at  same,  but  he  was 
throughout  life  chiefly  engaged  in  agriculture 
pursuits.  Before  the  Civil  war  he  was  a Demo- 
crat, but  afterward  became  a Republican.  He 
was  a repected  citizen,  and  for  a number  of  years, 
along  in  the  early  “ fifties,"  he  served  as  select- 
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man.  His  death  occurred  August  29,  1864.  His 
•wife,  formerly  Charlotte  Platt,  daughter  of 
Ephraim  Platt,  was  born  August  2,  1803,  and 
died  December  12,  1855.  To  this  marriage  were 
born  children  as  follows:  Mary  A.  is  the  widow 
•of  Jacob  Weeks,  and  resides  in  Norwalk;  Augus- 
tus F.  died  in  New  Orleans,  La. ; Orphia  C.  is 
the  widow  of  the  late  H.  H.  Baird,  of  Bethel, 
Conn.;  Z.  Towner  died  September  25,  1875;  and 
John  VV.  is  a resident  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 


EDWIN  S.  HOLLY,  a successful  merchant  of 
Stamford,  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
that  locality,  and  for  many  years  has  taken  an 
influential  part  in  municipal  and  township  affairs 
as  a member  of  the  Republican  organization. 
He  is  descended  from  good  pioneer  stock,  and 
has  well  sustained  the  prestige  of  his  name,  dis- 
playing in  full  measure  the  qualities  of  enter- 
prise and  thrift  which  won  success  for  his  fore- 
fathers. 

Edwin  S.  Holly  (1),  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  January  4,  1800,  in  Stamford, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  after  receiving  a dis- 
trict-school education  there,  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits,  which  he  followed  throughout  life, 
being  one  of  the  chief  business  men  of  the  town. 
In  politics  he  was  a Whig,  and  he  was  active  in 
Teligious  work  as  a member  of  St.  John’s  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  which,  he  held  the  office  of  treas- 
urer for  many  years  and  for  some  time  served  as 
vestryman.  He  was  married,  in  the  town  of 
Stamford,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Howe,  by  whom  he 
had  the  following  named  children:  Sarah  Lavina, 
deceased;  Mary  E. ; Edwin  S.,  our  subject,  who 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  and  Henry  H. 
and  John  I.,  residents  of  New  York  City. 

Our  subject  was  born,  February  14,  1838.  at 
the  old  home  in  Stamford,  and  secured  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  the  town  and  a 
private  school  conducted  by  John  W.  Hendrie. 
On  leaving  school  he  was  employed  for  a year  as 
clerk  in  E.  F.  Boyer’s  dry-goods  store,  and  then 
going  to  New  York  City,  clerked  for  a year  and 
a half  in  a large  dry-goods  store  in  Eighth  ave- 
nue. Returning  to  Stamford,  he  resumed  his 
position  with  Mr.  Boyer,  remaining  with  him  for 
another  year;  but  after  the  death  of  his  father 
he  went  to  Hartford,  Ohio,  and  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  on  his  own  account.  Two  years 
there  sufficed  to  teach  him  that  there  is  “no 
place  like  home,”  either  for  business  or  pleasure. 
Accordingly  he  came  back  to  Stamford  and  en- 
gaged as  a dry-goods  merchant  with  H.  A.  Hub- 
bard, under  the  firm  name  of  Hubbard  & Holly, 
their  store  being  located  in  Atlantic  street.  Later 


they  built  a store  in  Park  Row,  the  same  now 
occupied  by  our  subject,  but  in  1873  they  dis- 
solved partnership  and  went  out  of  business,  Mr. 
Holly  going  to  New  Jersey,  where  he  took  charge 
of  his  brother’s  stock  farm  for  two  years.  After- 
ward he  went  west,  spending  a short  time  in 
California  and  Arizona,  and  since  his  return  to 
Stamford  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  dry-goods 
business  at  the  old  stand,  where,  through  his 
able  and  judicious  management,  he  has  built  up 
a fine  trade. 

From  early  manhood  Mr.  Holly  has  been  in- 
terested in  the  Republican  party,  and  his  popu- 
larity among  all  classes  of  citizens  has  made  him 
an  available  candidate  on  the  party  ticket.  Since 
1 869  he  has  been  a member  of  the  board  of  bur- 
gesses, being  re-elected  at  the  expiration  of  each 
term,  and  for  five  years — 1887-88-89-90-92 — 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  warden.  In  1885 
he  served  as  selectman  of  his  town,  and  after 
being  again  chosen  to  that  position  in  1891  he 
was  retained  continuously  in  that  office  until 
1 899,  his  work  in  every  position  of  trust  being 
faithfully  performed,  with  one  regard  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  public.  Mr.' Holly  is  prominent 
socially,  being  identified  with  St.  John’s  Episco- 
pal Church  as  vestryman,  and  belongs  to  various 
fraternal  organizations,  including  Union  Lodge, 
F.  & A.  M.;  Rittenhouse  Chapter  No.  11,  R.  A. 
M.;  and  Washington  Council  No.  6.  He  has 
never  married. 


LEWIS  BEARDSLEY,  Stratford.  William 

> Beardsley,  the  pioneer  of  the  family  of  that 

name  in  the  United  States,  who  have  given  to  the 
country  many  noted  statesmen,  jurists  and  ecclesi- 
astics, came  from  England  in  1635,  in  the  ship 
“ Planter,”  settling  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  in  1639. 
The  Hon.  Morris  Beardsley  and  Mrs.  Charles  F. 
Wood  (nee  Beardsley)  are  lineal  descendants  of 
William  Beardsley,  of  Stratford-on-Avon,  Eng- 
land, later  of  Stratford,  Conn.  Henry  Beardsley 
died  August  13,  1806;  his  wife,  Christina,  died 
February  27,  1 823.  Of  this  pioneer  strain  comes 
also  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Lewis  Beardsley,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  born  June  8,  1831,  at  the  Beardsley 
some  in  the  borough  of  Stratford,  a son  of  Wil- 
hon  Beardsley,  who  died  May  18,  1865,  and  a 
grandson  of  William  Beardsley,  who  died  August 
28,  1841.  Philo,  a brother  of  William,  died 
February  20,  1846. 

The  last  named  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Stratford,  and  was  a lifelong  farmer  there.  By 
his  marriage  with  a Miss  Beach  he  had  a family 
of  six  children,  named  respectively:  Wilson,  Lu- 
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cretia,  Harry,  Charles,  Stephen  and  Sarah.  Of  port;  their  daughter,  Lydia  Wilson,  wasbornNo- 
these,  Wilson  was  the  father  of  our  subject;  Lu-  vember  7,  1898.  Of  the  above-named  family, 
cretia  married  a Mr.  Crawford,  a native  of  the  Evert  L.,  Charles  N.  and  Frank  W.  are  all 
town  of  Stratford;  Harry  was  first  a shoemaker,  three  in  the  employ  of  Eaton,  Cole  & Bornam, 
later  a farmer  in  Stratford  town;  Charles  was  Bridgeport;  Frederick  P.  is  a hardware  mer- 
also  a shoemaker  in  that  town,  and  died  there;  chant  in  Stratford,  and  Elbert  M.  is  clerking 
Stephen  was  a carpenter;  and  Sarah  wedded  Ben-  with  him;  Sidney  S.  is  a contractor  and  carpen- 
jamin  Califf,  of  Bridgeport.  ter  in  Stratford. 

Wilson  Beardsley  was  born  April  15,  1796,  in  Mr.  Beardsley  is  the  owner  of  about  twelve 
the  same  house  as  was  his  son,  our  subject,  and  acres  of  land  that  has  been  in  the  possession  of 
died  May  18,  1865,  after  a busy  life  devoted  to  the  family  some  two  hundred  years,  and  in  ijnal- 
agricultural  pursuits.  By  his  wife,  Louisa  (Smith  , ity  and  fertility  is  second  to  none  in  the  county, 
daughter  of  Amos  Smith,  of  the  town  of  Milford,  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  as  are  all  of  his 
New  Haven  county,  he  had  two  children:  Charles  sons.  In  municipal  affairs  he  has  served  as 
Frederick  and  Lewis,  the  former  of  whom  died  selectman,  also  as  road  commissioner  several 
October  13,  1843,  when  yet  a young  man.  Their  times,  and  he  is  pleased  to  be  able  to  say,  troth- 
mother  passed  from  earth  March  11,  1882,  a de-  fully,  that  he  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in 
vout  Episcopalian,  as  was  also  her  husband.  In  matters  of  public  concern  and  tending  to  the  gen- 
his  political  predilections  he  was  first  a Whig,  eral  good  of  the  community  at  large, 
afterward  a Republican. 

Lewis  Beardsley,  the  subject  proper  of  this 

review,  received  all  his  education  at  the  public  7B  LPHEUS  G.  BAKER.  The  ancestors  of 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  birthplace,  J&k  this  well-known  business  man  of  Hawley- 
and  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits,  which  he  has  ville  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Litchfield 
followed  all  his  life.’  In  1855  he  married  Miss  county,  and  the  old  homestead  in  the  ancient 
Martha  A.  Perry,  who  was  born  in  Stratford,  a town  of  Woodbury  (now  Washington ) has  been 
daughter  of  William  M.  Perry,  of  that  place,  and  occupied  by  four  generations  of  the  family.  The 
eight  children  blessed  their  union,  a brief  record  records  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  name  are  now 
of  whom  is  as  follows:  Mary  L.,  born  August  3,  complete,  and  Cothren’s  “History  of  Ancient 
1856,  married  November  5,  1890,  to  Daniel  C.  Woodbury”  is  referred  to  for  particulars. 
Wood,  of  Stratford  ; she  died  September  11,  Ira  Baker,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 

1897.  Evert  L.,  born  December  25,  1858,  was  born  at  the  old  homestead,  and  in  early  man- 
married  May  25,  1882,  to  Miss  Hattie  C.  Hoyt,  hood  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  took 
of  Stratford;  their  daughter,  Bessie  H.  Beards-  an  influential  part  in  local  affairs,  and  was  re- 
ley,  was  born  November  19.  1887;  this  wife  died  garded  as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  town. 
November  5,  1895,  and  on  October  12,  1898.be  In  1861  he  was  accidentally  killed  by  the  dis- 
married  Miss  Sarah  L.  Cordon,  of  Bridgeport,  charge  of  a gun. 

Conn.  Frederick  P.,  born  May  29,  1861.  mar-  The  late  Samuel  A.  Baker,  our  subject's 
ried  Estelle  Todd,  of  Stratford,  May  30,  1883.  father,  inherited  the  homestead,  and  he  lived  on 
Arthur  L.,  their  son,  was  born  May  15,  1889.  it  until  about  five  years  before  his  death,  which 
Susan  A.,  born  December  25,  1863,  married  occurred  in  1880.  He  was  a man  of  fine  natural 
Samuel  E.  Smith,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  June,  abilities,  and  as  his  prudence  and  good  judgment 
1887;  her  two  children  are  Addie  L.,  born  August  were  proved  by  success  in  his  own  enterprises  he 
25,  1891.  and  Arthur,  born  August  26,  1895;  she  was  often  called  upon  to  act  for  others  in  the 
died  January  24,  1898.  Sidney  S.,  born  Decern-  capacity  of  guardian,  trustee  and  administrator 
ber  27,  1866,  married  Miss  Ona  Curtis,  of  Strat-  of  estates.  He  was  a leader  in  the  Democratic 
ford,  October  31,  1894;  Sidney  Russell,  their  organization,  and  was  for  a great  many  years  first 
son,  was  born  July  11,  1897.  Charles  N.,  born  selectman  of  his  town.  In  religious  faith  he  was 
July  22,  1869,  married,  September  4,  1895,  an  Episcopalian,  and  for  many  years  served  as 

Miss  Minnie  Kutscher,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn,  vestryman  and  warden  in  St.  John’s  Church  at 
Elbert  M..  bom  November  10,  1871,  mar-  Washington.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  M. 
ried  September  4,  1895,  to  Miss  Carrie  L.  Hickok  (a  daughter  of  Austin  and  Betsy  Hickok, 
Plum,  of  Stratford;  their  children  were  Lewis  of  Naugatuck,  Conn.),  who  died  in  September, 
H.,  born  September  20,  1896,  died  March  8,  1898,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years;  her- death  vras 

1897,  and  Ethel  May,  born  October  14,  1898.  the  direct  result  of  a fall.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M. 
Frank  W. , born  April  27,  1874,  was  married  Baker  was  a woman  endowed  with  an  exception- 
August  1 8,  1 898,  to  Miss  Lily  Cordon,  of  Bridge-  ally  beautiful  character,  and  she  died  beloved  by 
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every  man,  woman  and  child  who  had  ever  had 
the  good  fortune  to  come  in  contact  with  her 
Our  subject,  the  only  son  of  the  above  union, 
was  born  at  the  old  homestead  May  20,  1847. 
His  education,  except  for  a few  terms  at  outside 
boarding  school  was  acquired  in  the  public  and 
private  schools  of  his  native  town,  Washington 
havmg  achieved  almost  a National  reputation  for 
the  excellency  of  its  private  schools.  Later 
however,  he  spent  one  summer  in  the  law  office 

°cJ„UdSe,  °Tn  Se>'mour-  at  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  where  he  studied  business  law  and  forms 
His  business  career  began  as  a clerk  and  later  as 
a partner  in  the  establishment  of  E.  J.  Hurlburt 
Wh°  hen  “rned  on  a general  country  store’ 
t^Vw  7,°’  the  ShePaug  railroad  was  built 
«ound  W“k,ngton  Mr’  Baker  early  on  the 
fand  Lrnd  i?®  SCCured  a desirable  half-acre  of 

and^erected^hYfi  *1*^,  WaS  fi«ally  located 
ana  erected  the  first  building  in  what  is  now  the 

5=c 

i"  .dd  io,  r,h“  S'  *,  ”“l“1  ««1  Post  office, 
cltsedriy'”*'"*1  t”«.oI  Ee»e,.l  m„- 
and  expanded  art.td'  • Their  business  grew 

aroundXt  'bnuhe  ?nVmg  vil,age  sPra4  »P 

by  the  many  details  of °?e.atl.ent,otl ‘necessitated 

began  to  undermine  *1*  r,  !arge  business  soon 
and  under  medical  a 6 bea[tb  o{  both  partners, 
out  in  1880.  advice  the  business  was  sold 


«ng“  cattle  hrmed’>tely  Went  in‘°  ‘he  open- 
and  northern  NewMe  “ S°Uthwestern  Colorado 

ing  formed  of  whfch  h0’  3 St°Ck  COmPany  be' 

moved  at  once  to  r 1 7as  President-  He 
abode  in  a log  cabin  S ° a"d  took  UP  his 
atns,  some  thirty  mil  ranch  ln  ‘he  mount- 
‘■ement,  taking^  aI  fr°m  the  neares‘  settle- 

|he  ^nge  with  htaMr^s  Wd  C°-Worlker  °n 

formerly  a clerk  in  v u ' leaver,  who  was 

f w'fd  mountainous  ran.US,neSS  at  Washington- 

engtb  by  fifteen  in  widthl  ,S°me  s,xty  miles  in 

and  Piedra  rivers  waTS  660  the  Los  Pinos 
fme  4,ooo  head  of  cat  He"  U£-u”d  stocked  with 
aaiong  the  Navaioes  thl  a Tbl ey  were  riRh‘  in 
Hte  fodians,  and  at’  th'  f-PacheS  and  Southern 
?f.wbite  and  Mexican  hh  me  numerous  bands 

J oTVDd  cat,le  thieves 


reservation, 
employed  and 


r°“o  01  cowhnve  u,c  reservation.  A 

®aker  was  in  t^e  en,Ployed  and  Mr. 

faring  every  hard \ WIth  them  continu- 
ry  hardship  and  danger.  He 


experienced  an  exceedingly  rough  and  haz- 
ardous time  during  the  first  initiatory  years 
but  this  rough  experience,  it  proved,  was  just 
the  thing  needed  to  bring  his  health  up  again 
to  the  “top  notch.”  He  used  to  go  down  to 
lower  Texas  and  Mexico  and  gather  herds  of 
cattle  for  restocking  the  Colorado  ranch,  driving 
through  from  1,500  to  2,000  head  of  cattle  in  a 
bunch,  and  spending  four  months  on  the  trail 
exposed  by  night  and  day  to  trouble  from 
Mexicans,  Indians  and  horse  thieves,  and  also  to 
the  tremendous  storms  peculiar  to  that  section 
during  the  rainy  season  (this  being  the  only  sea- 
son when  herds  can  be  driven  across  the  staked 
plains).  There  were  quicksand  streams  to  cross 
and  big  rivers  to  swim  with  the  herd,  and  many 
hardships  to  overcome  and  endure  that  would  be 
apt  to  make  the  average  New  England  heart 
quail,  and  the  interesting  experiences  Mr.  Baker 
can  relate  about  the  “old  Texas  cow  trail” 
would  fill  a book.  His  family  and  also  his  part- 
ners spent  a number  of  summers  at  the  ranch  in 
the  mountains,  which  ranch  was  in  those  days 
the  paradise  of  the  sportsmen  who  enjoyed  hunt- 
ing large  game. 

Mr.  Baker’s  adventures  were  of  so  varied  and 
interesting  a nature  that  before  long  articles  from 
his  pen  began  to  appear  in  the  “Youth’s  Com- 
panion ” and  other  Eastern  periodicals,  and  his 
ability  as  a descriptive  writer  was  soon  recog- 
nized. He  wrote  for  the  New  York  Tribune 
on  special  topics  and  became  western  correspond- 
ent of  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  and  penned 
for  that  publication  many  interesting  articles  de- 
scriptive of  frontier  life  and  customs,  among 
which  was  a series  on  the  Cliff  dwellers  and 
Pueblo  Indians  of  New  Mexico,  and  during  the 
so  called  “Cutting  embroglio”  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  when  war  came  so 
near  over  the  unwarranted  seizure  and  imprison- 
ment without  trial  of  Cutting,  an  American  citi- 
zen, Mr.  Baker  was  sent  down  into  Mexico  with 
instructions  to  obtain  an  interview  with  Cutting 
in  his  dungeon  if  possible.  A regiment  of  Mex- 
ican soldiers  were  on  guard  about  the  old  prison, 
yet  Mr.  Baker  succeeded  in  eluding  their  vigi- 
lance and  cleverly  gained  admission  to  the  prison 
and  had  a personal  interview  with  Cutting  in  his 
dungeon,  a lengthy  and  interesting  account  of 
which  appeared  in  the  Evening  Post,  and  Mr. 
Baker  was  afterward  the  recipient  of  a personal 
letter  of  commendation  from  the  editor-in-chief. 

When  the  hard  times  in  the  open  range  cattle 
business  came  on  Mr.  Baker  closed  out  his  inter- 
ests in  Colorado  and  New  Mexico,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1891  we  find  him  again  a pioneer,  this  time  at 
Hawleyville,  Conn.,  where  he  erected  and  opened 
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up  his  present  large  furniture  emporium.  Pre- 
dictions of  his  inability  to  sustain  so  large  an 
establishment  at  such  an  obscure  point  were  rife 
in  all  communities,  yet  three  years  later  he  was 
compelled  by  increasing  business  to  double  his 
building  plant,  and  the  steady  growth  and  far- 
reaching  aspects  of  the  business  from  this  time 
on  has  been  almost  phenomenal;  it  now  goes 
without  saying  that  the  “Hawleyville  furniture 
warerooms  ” are  among  the  best-known  institu- 
tions of  the  State.  The  seeming  ease  with  which 
Mr.  Baker  brought  business  from  afar  to  his 
V Emporiumin  the  howling  wilderness  ” has  been, 
and  no  doubt  justly,  attributed  almost  wholly  to 
his  original  and  unique  style  of  advertising,  which 
during  the  first  years,  when  he  was  paying  more 
attention  to  advertising,  was  the  talk  of  the  State, 
and  some  of  his  famous  “ads  ” were  copied  into 
trade  papers  in  every  State  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Baker  being  the  son  of  a prominent 
Democrat  and  reared  in  a Democratic  atmosphere 
naturally  voted  that  ticket,  but  in  1896  he 
squarely  bolted  the  Chicago  platform.  He  has 
never  taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  and  has 
persistently  avoided  “ political  honors.”  He  is 
a member  of  Rising  Sun  Lodge  No.  27,  F.  & A. 
M.,  at  Washington,  and  a warden  of  St.  John’s 
Episcopal  Church,  in  the  same  town. 

In  1869  Mr.  Baker  married  Miss  Silence  L. 
Brinsmade,  a daughter  of  Thomas  F.  Brinsmade, 
of  Washington,  and  two  daughters  and  a son 
were  born  to  this  union:  Elizabeth  B.  is  a 

graduate  of  Prospect  Hill  Seminary  at  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  Julia  L.,  a graduate  of  Howard  Semi- 
nary, near  Boston;  the  son,  George  F.,  is  now  a 
partner  in  the  business  with  his  father  at  Haw- 
ieyville. 


HITMAN  S.  MEAD,  who  is  now  serving 
as  commissioner  of  Fairfield  county  and 
judge  of  probate  in  and  for  the  township  of  Green- 
wich, is  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens.  As 
a representative  of  an  old  and  highly  esteemed 
family  he  would  naturally  enjoy  an  enviable 
standing  in  the  community,  but  in  addition  to  the 
prestige  of  an  honored  name  he  has  won,  through 
his  own  abilities  and  sterling  qualities  of  charac- 
ter, the  personal  respect  of  all  classes  irrespective 
of  party  ties  and  sectarian  bounds.  For  nearly 
two  centuries  and  a half  the  Mead  family  has 
been  identified  with  the  town  of  Greenwich,  and, 
while  members  of  an  earlier  generation  did  gal- 
lant service  in  the  cause  of  liberty  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  later  times  have  shown  no  dimin- 
ution of  public  spirit  as  devoted  to  the  varied 
progressive  movements  of  our  advancing  civiliza- 


tion. In  educational  and  religious  work  the  fam- 
ily has  been  especially  active,  and  from  the  first 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Greenwich  has 
been  largely  sustained  by  them.  Judge  Mead  is 
of  the  eighth  generation  of  the  name  to  reside  in 
the  township,  and  a brief  review  of  his  ancestry 
will  appropriately  introduce  the  story  of  his  own 
life. 

(I.)  John  Mead,  the  head  of  the  family,  came 
from  England  about  the  year  1642  with  a brother 
Joseph,  who  located  in  Virginia.  John  Mead 
located  first  in  Massachusetts,  but  afterward  went 
to  Hempstead,  Long  Island,  and  in  1660  he  came 
to  this  section,  making  his  home  in  Greenwich. 
He  had  two  sons,  John  and  Joseph,  but  the  lat- 
ter left  no  descendants. 

(II.)  John  Mead,  son  of  (I.)  John,  was  the 
first  of  the  name  to  acquire  land  in  Greenwich, 
the  records  showing  that  he  purchased  a tract 
from  Richard  Crab,  et  al.  He  married  Miss  Pot- 
ter, of  Stamford,  and  died  in  1696,  leaving 
eleven  children,  viz.:  John,  Joseph,  Jonathan, 

Ebenezer,  Benjamin,  Nathaniel,  David,  Samuel, 
Abigail,  Mary  and  Susanna. 

(III.)  Ebenezer  Mead,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent,  was  born  in  1663  and  died  in  1728.  He 
married  Sarah  Knapp,  of  Stamford,  and  had  the 
following  children:  Ebenezer;  Caleb;  Sarah 

(Mrs.  Jonathan  Hobby);  Hannah  (Mrs.  John 
Hobby);  Jabez;  David;  Abigail  (Mrs.  Isaac 
Holmes);  Susanna  (Mrs.  Moses  Husted);  and  Je- 
mima (Mrs.  Moses  Knapp). 

(IV.)  Ebenezer  Mead,  son  of  (III-)  Ebenezer, 
was  born  October  25,  -1692,  and  died  May  3> 
1775.  He  was  married  December  12,  1717. t0 
Hannah  Brown,  of  Rye,  N.  Y.,  and  had  twelve 
children,  as  follows:  Ebenezer,  born  October  8, 
1718,  married  Mary  Mead,  and  bis  death  oc- 
curred February  25,  1758;  Silas,  born  May  22, 
1720,  married  Mary  Mead,  and  died  in  October, 
1816;  Abram  (1),  born  June  15,  1721,  became  a 
minister,  but  died  in  1742  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one;  Jonas,  born  December  25,  1725,  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below;  Solomon,  twin  of  Jonas, 
entered  the  Presbyterian  ministry  and  settled  m 
South  Salem,  N.  Y. ; Deliverance,  born  May  4. 
1728,  died  May  3,  1785;  Amos,  born  February 
22,  1730,  became  a physician,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred February  24,  1807;  Edmund,  born  u» 
1732,  sailed  for  the  West  Indies  in  October,  1755> 
and  was  never  again  heard  from;  Hannah,  born 
in  1735.  died  June  25,  1757;  Jabez,  born  Marcb 
1,  1737,  died  September  14,  1766;  Jared,  born 
December  15,  1738,  died  May  2,  1832;  and 
Abram  (2),  born  December  14,  1 742»  who  wa? 

always  known  as  “ Deacon  Potter  Mead,”  serve 
in  the  Revolutionary  army  as  an  officer  with  t e 
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rank  of  captain,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
White  Plains.  He  died  December  24,  1827. 
Hannah  Brown,  the  mother  of  this  family,  was  a 
descendant  of  Sir  Anthony  Brown,  of  England, 
who  was  created  a Knight  of  the  Bath  at  the 
coronation  of  King  Richard  II.  The  ancestral 
home  of  the  Browns  was  at  Beckworth,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  England.  In  1632  Thomas 
Brown,  the  great-grandfather  of  Hannah  Brown, 
came  to  America  from  Rye,  County  of  Sussex. 
England,  and  located  at  Concord,  Mass.  Of  his 
two  sons,  Hachaliah  and  Thomas,  the  latter  left 
no  children.  About  1664  they  removed  from 
Massachusetts  to  Rye  township,  Westchester 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  their  remaining 
years.  Peter  Brown,  a son  of  Hachaliah,  made 
his  home  at  Rye,  and  his  death  occurred  there 
about  1731.  He  married  Martha  Disbrow,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Disbrow,  and  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Ebenezer,  Peter,  Nehemiah,  Caleb, 
Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Rebecca  and  Hannah. 

(V.)  Jonas  Mead,  our  subject’s  great-grand- 
father, who  died  September  14,  1785,  was  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Greenwich  in  his  day,  and 
for  years  was  a deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church.  By  his  first  wife,  Sarah  (Ferris),  he 
had  two  sons,  Solomon  and  Edmund,  and  by  his 
second  marriage,  with  Sarah  Howe,  he  had 
three  sons,  of  whom  Jonas,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  the  youngest.  Noah,  who  was  a 
farmer  at  Indian  Field,  this  county,  married 
Elizabeth  Peck,  but  had  no  children,  and  he 
made  Charles  Mead,  our  subject’s  father,  his 
heir.  Mark  was  educated  for  the  ministry, 
and  became  a clergyman  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

(VI.)  Jonas  Mead,  son  of  (V.)  Jonas,  was  born 
April  13,  1784,  and  for  many  years  followed 
farming  in  the  town  of  Greenwich.  He  owned  a 
large  tract  of  land  there,  and  the  village  of  East 
Port  Chester  was  founded  upon  a portion  of  his 
farm.  As  a citizen  he  was  held  in  high  esteem, 
being  noted  for  his  firm  adherence  to  any  course 
or  policy  which  he  thought  right.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  advocates  of  the  temperance  cause  in 
his  locality,  and  took  an  active  part  in  other 
movements,  especially  the  Free-Soil  agitation, 
in  which  he  opposed  the  extension  of  slavery, 
and  the  anti-Masonic  demonstration,  in  which  he 
took  strong  ground  against  the  society.  For 
many  years  he  was  known  far  and  near  as  Dea- 
con Jonas,  having  been  a deacon  in  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Greenwich  from  1828  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  August  2,  1871,  at 
East  Port  Chester.  His  remains  now  rest  in  the 
Congregational  cemetery  at  Greenwich.  By  jiis 
first  wife,  Hannah  Hibbard,  he  had  two  children 


who  lived  to  adult  age,  viz. : Hannah,  who  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Mead,  and  Charles,  our  subject’s 
father.  His  second  wife,  Hannah  Mead,  who 
was  born  May  25,  1788.  and  died  January  27, 
1874,  was  a daughter  of  Jared  and  Lydia  (Smith) 
Mead,  her  father  being  the  tenth  son  of  (IV.)- 
Ebenezer,  and  his  wife,  Hannah  Brown.  By 
the  second  marriage  Jonas  Mead  had  three  chil- 
dren: Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years, 

and  Milo  and  Mark,  both  of  whom  are  mentioned 
elsewhere. 

(VII.)  Charles  Mead,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  February  4,  1812,  at  Indian  Field, 
this  county,  and  when  about  eight  years  old  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  their  new  home  upon 
the  farm,  at  the  present  site  of  East  Port  Chester. 
In  December,  1843,  he  returned  to  the  farm 
where  he  was  born,  and  there  he  made  his  per- 
manent home,  being  engaged  in  agriculture 
throughout  his  active  life.  He  was  a man  of  ex- 
cellent judgment,  and  had  a - good  education 
for  his  time,  his  district  school  course 
being  supplemented  with  the  study  of  higher 
branches  in  the  academy  at  Greenwich.  While 
he  never  was  a politician,  he  took  an  earnest  in- 
terest in  public  questions.  In  early  life  he  was  & 
Whig,  later  becoming  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  the  selection  of  fit  standard 
bearers  being  to  him  an  important  matter  as  in- 
volving the  success  of  the  principles  represented. 
He  was  a man  of  regular  habits,  and  his  chief  in- 
terest was  in  the  work  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  he  was  for  years  a leading 
member.  In  1 862  he  was  chosen  to  the  office  of 
deacon,  and  he  served  continuously  until  his 
death  on  January  9,  1898.  While  residing  at 
East  Port  Chester  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Rachel  Sackett,  the  ceremony  occurring  Decem- 
ber 31,  1838.  She  died  July  18,  1885,  and  the 
remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at 
Greenwich.  They  had  five  children,  as  follows: 
Sarah,  now  the  widow  of  B.  P.  Brush,  resides  at 
Greenwich;  Whitman  S. , our  subject,  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below;  Mary  E.,  widow  of 
Zophar  Mead,  has  one  daughter,  Bertha  M.,  and 
spends  her  winters  in  New  York  City  and  her 
summers  in  Greenwich;  Miss  Hannah  H.  resides 
in  Greenwich;  and  Charles  N.  is  a merchant  at 
Greenwich.  Our  subject’s  mother  was  born  in 
Greenwich  December  20,  1811,  the  daughter  of 
John  Sackett  and  granddaughter  of  Justus  Sack- 
ett, a Revolutionary  soldier.  John  Sackett  mar- 
ried (first)  Mary  Mead,  only  daughter  and  third 
child  of  Whitman  Mead,  and  sister  of  Whitman 
Mead,  Jr.,  and  Zophar  Mead,  all  of  Greenwich. 
She  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  and  he  after- 
ward married  Cornelia  Olmstead.  He  had  the 


Digitized  by  v^ooQle 


898 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


following  children,  all  by  the  first  union:  Henry 

L. ,  formerly  a merchant  in  New  York  City,  who 
died  in  Greenwich,  unmarried;  Rachel,  our  sub- 
ject's mother;  Whitman,  who  died  in  early  man- 
hood at  the  beginning  of  what  seemed  a most 
promising  career;  Abigail,  who  married  Gilbert 
Lent;  Mary  A.,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Seaman,  of 
Greenwich;  William,  who  is  not  married  and  re- 
sides in  Gteenwich;  and  Thomas,  who  married 
Miss  Sarah  Kimball,  of  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  and 
died  in  New  York,  leaving  three  daughters. 

(VIII.)  Whitmans.  Mead  was  born  April  17, 
1841,  at  the  old  homestead  at  East  Port  Chester, 
but  the  greater  portion  of  his  boyhood  was  spent 
at  Indian  Field.  His  education  was  begun  in  the 
district  school  at  Cos  Cob,  with  a Mr.  Treat  as 
his  first  teacher,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  years 
he  entered  the  academy  at  Greenwich,  which  was 
then  conducted  by  that  popular  and  efficient  ed- 
ucator, Philander  Button.  On  leaving  school  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  became  a clerk  in  a whole- 
sale dry-goods  house  in  New  York  City,  but  did 
not  remain  long,  as  the  firm  was  composed  en- 
tirely of  Southern  men  who  were  even  then  pre- 
paring to  close  out  the  business  in  anticipation  of 
war  between  the  North  and  South,  and  who  at 
once  dissolved  partnership  on  the  election  of  Lin- 
coln. Our  subject  then  returned  home,  and  for 
some  time  he  gave  his  attention  to  the  manage- 
ment of  his  father’s  farm,  but  of  late  years  he  has 
contented  himself  with  simply  overseeing  the 
work  in  a general  way,  his  other  interests  occu- 
pying his  time.  He  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Greenwich  Trust  and  Loan  Company,  also  a 
director  in  the  Rippowam  Woolen  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  at  times  has  been  interested  in 
other  business  enterprises.  He  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  i860,  and  has  ever  since 
been  a firm  supporter  of  the  principles  of  his 
party.  His  sound  judgment  and  well-known 
public  spirit  have  made  him  a popular  candidate, 
and  he  has  held  various  offices,  including  those 
of  registrar  of  voters,  and  selectman.  In  July, 
1891,  he  was  appointed  county  commissioner  by 

M.  G.  Bulkeley,  as  a result  of  a dead-lock  then 
existing,  and  so  well  did  he  perform  his  duties 
that  he  has  been  kept  in  office  ever  since,  on 
July  1,  1897,  being  chosen  for  another  term  of 
four  years.  In  January,  1897,  he  assumed  the 
duties  of  judge  of  probate,  an  office  which  he  is 
well-qualified  to  fill  acceptably,  and  in  all  these 
positions  he  has  shown  a rare  fidelity  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  public.  Like  all  of  his  family,  he 
shows  ready  sympathy  with  any  beneficial  work, 
and  for  a number  of  years  he  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Green- 
wich. On  February  9,  1871,  he  was  married  to 


Miss  Sarah  Sackett,  who  was  born  September 
11,  1845,  daughter  of  J.  Ralph  and  Mary  E. 
(Mead)  Sackett,  well-known  residents  of  Green- 
wich. Since  his  marriage  he  has  continued  to 
reside  on  the  old  homestead  at  Indian  Field, 
which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  his  family 
from  its  purchase  in  1686.  Four  attractive 
daughters  brighten  his  home:  Julia  B., Clara B., 
Helen  F.  and  Marion  E. 


ELI  H.  STEVENS,  one  of  the  prominent  and 
substantial  farmers  of  the  town  of  Brook- 
field, has  resided  for  nearly  forty  years  on  the 
farm  where  he  still  makes  his  home.  He  is  a de- 
scendant of  Benjamin  Stevens,  who  received  a 
grant  of  a house  lot  from  the  town  of  Stamford 
for  services  against  the  common  enemy,  and 
whose  father,  Thomas  Stevens,  died  in  Stamford 
in  1658. 

Zalmon  Stevens,  his  grandfather,  was  a na- 
tive of  Brookfield,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  married  Paulina  Warner.  By  this  union 
were  born  three  children,  namely:  Lucy,  Bet- 
sey and  Solomon  Warner.  The  mother  dying, 
Mr.  Stevens  was  again  married,  the  second  choice 
being  Lydia  Williams,  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  eight  children:  Caroline,  Barlow, 

Charles,  Almira,  Alonzo,  Edwin,  George  and 
Eliza.  Zalmon  Stevens  was  a man  of  fair  edu- 
cation, and  ranked  high  as  an  honest  man  and 
worthy  member  of  the  community.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat;  he  was  a faithful  and  consist- 
ent member  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church, 
and  served  as  warden  for  a number  of  years. 
Solomon  Warner  Stevens,  his  son,  was  born 
May  27,  1801,  and  died  October  6,  1856.  His 
boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  on  a farm  in  the 
town  of  Brookfield,  and  on  reaching  mans 
estate  he  was  married  to  Polly  Ann  Kellogg, 
a daughter  of  Ira  Kellogg.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  three  children:  Henry,  who  served 

through  the  Civil  war,  but  is  now  deceased; 
Eli  H.,  mentioned  below;  and  Samuel  B.,  now 
also  deceased.  The  father  of  the  family  spent 
twelve  years  of  his  life  burning  lime  at  New  Mil- 
ford, and  then  passed  the  remainder  of  bis  days 
tilling  the  soil  in  his  native  town.  He  was  prom- 
inent in  local  politics,  casting  his  ballot  in  sup- 
port of  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  honore 
by  his  neighbors  and  friends  by  being  elected  to 
a number  of  minor  offices.  Like  his  father  be- 
fore him,  he,  too,  became  warden  in  St.  Pams 
Church. 

Eli  H.  Stevens,  whose  name  appears  at  t e 
opening  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  the  town  0 
Sherman,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  May  9>  ,°31’ 
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-and  his  early  days  were  all  passed  in  this  county 
in  the  towns  of  New  Milford  and  Brookfield.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  went  to  Naugatuck,  in 
New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a machinist.  Later  he  was  located  for 
a time  at  various  places— Mt.  Carmel,  in  the 
town  of  Hamden,  Bridgeport,  and  finally  at  Bir- 
mingham, Conn.  In  1857  the  steady  applica- 
tion to  his  trade  undermined  his  once  robust  con- 
stitution, and  he  returned  to  Brookfield  and  began 
farming.  Mr.  Stevens  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wde  being  Miss  Sarah  M.  Hubbard,  of  Nor- 

Iik'w  ISheLdled  in  l8s7’  ,eaving  one  child, 
Se  h Warner  who  married  Eleanor  Logan,  and 

h^wdeeMhl?;  J'  WatSon'  A,ter  the  death  of 
J , Mc.  Stevens  was  wedded  to  Miss  Cath- 

One  rVM  SteTnS;.  a dau8hter  of  Ira  Stevens. 
2fc  of  Ni'lp'p311!  6,^  Safah  Catherine  (now  the 
Child  rpnr^eM  ^0n/.by  Wh0m  She  had  one 

. eorge),  blessed  this  union.  In  1 862  Mr 

S&teT,Mto-hi present  farm-  £ 

thrift  ;'  fields  ,ndlcate  the  industry  and 
m o H,,S  °rir:  The  P'ace  has  been  greatly 
mproved  under  his  management,  and  is  one  of 

At  New' HevanMbeaQtifuI  SP°tS  in  Brookfield 

Harlny^dr,  0StO  T *7 

a^wThthe  R ' rmihn]?hanl-  Politically,  he'affilL 

interest  in  fheRnilv  '?•"  party'  and  takes  a k«n 
now  servTnl  P°lltlCal  1SSUes  of  the  daX-  He  is 

of  the  town  aSWiMb  the°Lthe  — °f  ReHef 
own  affairs  careful  • adm,nistratlon  of  his 

trusted  to  him  hp  ct  j1* ,1Pt®rests  o{  others  en- 

-‘hebihSiS5,fhl«hin  the  estimation 

element  of  the  community.  - 


■m  ohhe  welfkn™^ ’ thf  Senior  member 
man:  general  7 fi™°f  Mather  & Grum- 
leadmgcit,iTof  iW  ,at  ?arien'  is  one  of  ‘he 
,ng  sketch  of  his  life  Ity’  3nd  tbe  f°h°w* 

usual  interest.  f W1 1 be  read  with  more  than 

family  0f  FairfLlH  & rePresentative  of  an  old 
oestors  took  a nr  c°unt^’  and  some  of  his  an- 

m°vements  which  rMnifj  ?art.  in  the  various 
°f  °ur  present  rpf  -su  ted  ln  the  establishment 

isn.'Srs  r r* 

c°ngregational  ChuVch  ; i7°  °r6anlzed  the 
'744,  was  the  10  Darien  on  June  5, 

SubJect.  GeorKe6Ma.hgreatrgrundfather  of  0ur 
Was  a native  of  father  of  Moses  s- . 

!"ai?y  years  conducted^”  °f  Darien>  and  for 
business  there  vu  6 ProsPefous  mercantile 

immunity  and  oftenTeld  T*  ,est!Lemed  in  ‘he 
held  local  offices,  serving 


for  a number  of  years  as  a justice  of  the  peace. 
He  died I m 1878,  and  his  wife,  Mary  Ann  (Whit- 
ney),  who  was  also  bom  in  the  town  of  Darien 
passed  to  the  unseen  life  in  1883.  They  had 

MiltnnChMdren  ch°  wVed  to  mature  a«e:  Charles 
Mi  ton,  Moses  S.;  Mary  F..  deceased  wife  of 

Salmon  Richards;  George  M.;  Cordelia  A.,  de- 
ceased, Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Albert  H.  Scofield,  a 
member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the 

to  New  Yo/k  a£'  Wh°  “ ln  b”si““ 

Mr.  Mather,  our  subject,  was  born  in  1831  in 
Danen,  and  received  his  education  in  the  local 
schools.  When  twenty  years  old  he  went  to 
Ohio,  but  remained  only  a year,  and  on  his  re- 
turn engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  which 
he  has  ever  since  been  interested. 

In  1859  he  married  Miss  Mary  Ellen  Stevens, 
daughter  of  James  Stevens,  of  New  York  City 
The  only  child  of  this  union,  Emily  C.,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Franklin  A.  Smith,  of  South  Nor- 
walk, Conn.  Mr.  Mather  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church  at  South 
Norwalk,  and  have  always  taken  a generous  in- 
terest in  its  work.  Politically,  Mr.  Mather  is  a 
Republican,  but  he  does  not  give  especial  atten- 
tion to  the  cause,  as  his  business  requires  his 
entire  time. 


QURDON  B.  LEE.  Prominent  among  the 
names  connected  with  the  history  of  Con- 
necticut and  Fairfield  county  we  find  those  of 
Sanford,  Bartram  and  Lee,  and  we  here  present 
a short  story  of  the  life  of  Gurdon  B.  Lee,  in 
whose  veins  is  the  blood  of  each  of  the  above- 
mentioned  families.  He  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Redding,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  November  29, 
1831,  one  of  the  two  children  of  Milo  and  Lucy 
A.  (Bartram)  Lee;  the  other  was  Mary  L.,  now 
the  widow  of  Samuel  B.  Osborne,  of  Redding. 

Daniel  Lee,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Gur- 
don B.  Lee,  was  a resident  of  the  Colony  of 
Massachusetts.  He  was  a stanch  patriot,  and 
during  the  dark  days  of  the  Revolution  he  served 
as  a drummer  boy  in  the  Continental  Army,  for 
which  services  he  was  pensioned  by  the  new  gov- 
ernment. He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Ann 
Page,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  and  (sec- 
ond) to  Hannah  Butts,  who  bore  him  thirteen 
children.  After  the  close  of  the  Revolution  he 
removed  from  Massachusetts  and  settled  in  Otsego 
county,  New  York  State,  and  there  Milo,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  August  9,  1805. 
Milo  Lee  came  to  Fairfield  county  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  hats, 
which  business  he  continued  until  1836  or  ’37, 
when  he  began  traveling,  dealing  in  patent  rights. 
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He  was  a selectman  of  his  town,  and  for  two  In  politics  Mr.  Lee  is  a Democrat,  and  his 
terms  served  as  a member  of  the  Connecticut  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  party  has  re- 
Legislature.  He  was  a very  prominent  citizen  peatedly  placed  him  before  the  public  as  a can- 
because  of  his  business  ability,  and  also  because  didate  for  political  honors.  In  1892  he  was 
of  the  very  active  interest  he  betrayed  in  the  elected  tax  collector  and  served  two  terms;  the 
success  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  died  May  duties  of  this  office  include  the  collection  of  all 
12,  1877.  His  wife  was  Lucy  A.  Bartram,  a city  and  town  taxes.  In  April,  1895,  he  was 
native  of  the  town  of  Redding,  where  she  was  elected  town  clerk  for  a term  of  two  years.  He 
born  August  27,  1806.  the  daughter  of  Gurdon  is  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and, 
and  Loraine  (Sanford)  Bartram.  She  is  still  liv-  believing  that  a public  office  is  a public  trust, 
ing  in  Redding,  making  her  home  with  her  he  makes  it  his  business  to  see  that  that  trust 
daughter,  and  now  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-  shall  not  be  violated.  His  integrity  has  never 
one  she  passes  her  days  quietly,  and  by  careful  been  assailed  even  by  his  political  opponents, 
reading  keeps  well  posted  on  current  events,  On  February  22,  1854,  Mr.  Lee  was  married 
while  surrounded  by  the  younger  generations  she  to  Miss  Caroline  E.  Gorham,  daughter  of  Col. 
presents  the  type  of  “noble  womanhood,  glory  Joseph  W.  and  Eliza  (Goodrich)  Gorham,  and 
crowned.”  Gurdon  Bartram,  the  maternal  grand-  by  this  marriage  he  has  become  the  father  of  two 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  September  21,  children:  Ella,  who  was  a teacher  in  the  Bridge- 
1776,  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Ann  (Merchant)  port  public  schools  until  her  death,  which  oc- 
Bartram,  the  former  of  whom,  a tanner  and  cur-  curred  in  1883,  when  she  was  aged  twenty-four 
rier  by  trade,  was  a son  of  David  Bartram,  who  years;  and  Laura,  who  was  also  a teacher  in  the 
came  to  Fairfield  county  in  1733.  Loraine  public  schools  (she  married  Charles  H.  Arm- 
(Sanford)  Bartram  was  the  daughter  of  Oliver  strong,  and  has  had  two  children,  one  of  whom 
and  Rachel  (Coley)  Sanford,  of  Redding,  the  is  living,  Frank  Lee;  Gurdon  Chapman  died  at 
former  a son  of  Ephraim  Sanford,  who,  accord-  the  age  of  five  years).  Socially,  Mr.  Lee  is  a 
ing  to  tradition,  had  the  first  store  in  Redding,  member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  3,  F.  & A.  M., 
That  he  was  a large  landowner  is  shown  by  deeds  of  Jerusalem  Chapter  No.  13,  R.  A.  M.,  and  ol 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  dating  back  Jerusalem  Council  No.  16,  Select  Masters;  in 
to  the  early  days  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  early  ’fifties  he  joined  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  Mr. 
Ephraim  Sanford  married  Elizabeth  Mix,  and  and  Mrs.  Lee  are  living  quietly  in  the  cosy  home 
the  parish  record  gives  the  baptismal  record  of  at  No.  12  Armstrong  Place,  and  there  they  de- 
eight children,  while  his  will  mentions  three  light  in  receiving  their  many  friends.  They  are 
more.  A portion  of  Redding  is  now  known  as  highly  respected  for  their  many  excellencies  of 
Sanfordtown.  character,  and  hold  an  enviable  place  in  the 

Gurdon  B.  Lee,  the  subject  proper  of  this  social  world, 
review,  received  his  elementary  instruction  in 

the  common  and  private  schools  of  Redding,  TjTfON.  WILLIAM  HOMER  HUBBELL. 
later  attending  a boarding  school  at  Danbury,  Ifli  The  Hubbell  family,  which  has  for  many 
and  also  one  at  Easton,  where  he  completed  his  years  been  prominent  in  the  county,  traces  its 
education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  ap-  descent  from  one  Richard  Hubbell,  who  was  born 
prenticed  to  learn  the  carriage-manufacturing  in  Great  Britain  in  1627  or  1628,  and  came  to 
business,  at  which  he  served  until  he  was  twenty-  America  between  1645  and  ,64 7-  0®  March  7' 

one,  subsequently  working  at  his  trade  until  the  1647,  he  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  government 
winters  of  1854  a°d  1855-  during  which  he  taught  of  the  New  Haven  Colony,  and  on  February  25, 
school.  In  April,  1855,  he  was  elected  to  the  1653  or  1654,  he  was  admitted  as  a planter  into 
State  Legislature,  and  sat  in  the  House  of  Rep-  the  settlement  at  Guilford,  Conn.,  where  he  died 
resentatives  at  Hartford,  he  being  the  youngest  October  23,  1699.  In  1650  he  married  Eli»- 
member  of  the  House.  This  was  the  first  year  beth  Meigs,  daughter  of  John  Meigs,  and  grand- 
of  the  Know-Nothing  rule  in  this  State,  to  which,  daughter  of  Vincent  Meigs,  a native  of  Dorset- 
as  a Democrat,  Mr.  Lee  was  opposed.  In  1856  shire,  England,  who  emigrated  to  America  and 
he  came  to  Bridgeport  and  began  to  work  at  his  became  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  at  Weymouth, 
trade,  leaving  it  again  in  order  to  teach  school  Mass.  By  this  marriage  Richard  Hubbell  bad 
in  that  city,  in  1857.  Up  to  1890  he  was  en-  eight  children,  viz.:  John,  Richard,  James,  Sam- 
gaged  the  greater  part  of  his  time  at  coach  mak-  uel,  Elizabeth.  Ebenczer,  Mary  and  Martha,  m 
ing,  for  sixteen  years  as  foreman  of  Wood  Broth-  his  second  wife,  Esther  (or  Elizabeth),  whose 
ers  and.  later,  of  their  successors,  Hincks  & surname  is  not  known,  he  had  four  children: 
Johnson,  who  still  carry  on  the  business.  Samuel,  Abigail,  Sarah  and  James. 
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II.  Samuel  Hubbell,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent  which  we  are  now  tracing,  was  bom 
November  6.  1657,  at  Guilford,  Conn.,  and  died 
September  18,  1713.  He  was  married  April  4, 

1687,  to  Elizabeth  Wilson,  who  died  January  4, 

1688,  leaving  one  son,  Benoni.  On  April  17, 
1688,  Samuel  Hubbell  married  Temperance 
Preston,  by  whom  he  had  the  following  children: 
Elizabeth,  Jehiel,  Daniel,  Katherine,  Ephraim, 
Stephen.  David,  Abiel,  Tabitha  and  Joseph. 

III.  Stephen  Hubbell  was  born  in  1695,  and 
passed  bis  life  mainly  at  Stratford,  where  he  died 
April  20,  1792.  He  was  married  January  10, 
1720,  to  Abigail  Squire,  who  died  leaving  three 
sons:  Nehemiah,  Jabez  and  Gershom.  By  his 
second  wife,  Rebecca  [surname  unknown],  he  had 
one  child,  Rebecca. 

IV.  Nehemiah  Hubbell  was  born  in  1722, 
and  made  his  home  during  the  greater  portion  of 
his  life  in  the  town  of  Weston,  this  county.  He 
married  Hannah  Treadwell,  and  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Stephen,  Nathaniel,  Abigail  (who 
married  Stephen  Tyrrell),  Hannah,  David,  Isaac 
(who  was  captured  by  the  Indians,  and  died  May 
5,  1842),  Huldah,  Rebecca,  Billy,  Nehemiah  and 
Rachel. 

V.  Billy  Hubbell,  the  great-grandfather  of 
the  well-known  gentleman  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  1759,  in  the  town  of 
Monroe,  this  county,  and  died  April  2,  1848,  his 
remains  being  interred  at  Newtown.  He  married 
Mary  Booth  and  had  three  children:  Ezra,  Jere- 
miah and  Ruamy. 

VI.  Jeremiah  Hubbell,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  born  in  1787,  in  the  town  of  Monroe, 
and  died  in  1852.  By  occupation  he  was  a black- 
smith, and  he  possessed  excellent  mental  abilities, 
being  an  original  thinker  and  a man  of  wide  read- 
ing for  that  time.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
Universalist,  but  he  did  not  take  active  part  in 
Church  work  or  in  political  affairs.  His  wife, 
Marcia  (Toucey),  who  died  October  24,  1853, 
was  a native  of  Newtown,  and  a consin  of  Isaac 
Toucey,  formerly  governor  of  Connecticut, 
United  States  Senator  and  a member  of  the  cab- 
inets of  Presidents  Polk  and  Buchanan.  Of  the 
six  children  of  this  marriage,  the  eldest,  Ruamy, 
born  May  5,  1810,  married  Benjamin  Burr;  Mary, 
born  September  16,  1812.  married  Osmund  N. 
Crane;  William,  our  subject’s  father,  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below;  Philo  Toucey.  born 
September  6,  1816,  was  a merchant  at  Vicks- 
burg, Miss.,  where  he  died  April  18,  1846,  leav- 
ing an  adopted  daughter  named  Marcia;  Charles 
Lewis,  born  October  28,  1818,  married  Amelia 
Lewis;  and  Sylvia,  born  December  6,  1820,  mar- 
ried David  Northrop.  Charles  Lewis  and  Sylvia 


are  the  only  survivors  of  this  family,  and  at  pres- 
ent they  occupy  the  old  homestead  at  Stepney, 
in  the  town  of  Monroe,  this  county,  the  property 
being  owned  by  our  subject. 

VII.  Hon.  William  Hubbell,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  bom  July  30,  1814,  at  the  old  home- 
stead, and  in  his  youth  learned  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  under  his  father’s  instructions.  For  some 
years  of  his  early  manhood  he  traveled  through 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia  as  a dealer  in  “Yan- 
kee notions,"  which  were  manufactured  in  Con- 
necticut, later  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of 
carriages  at  Stepney.  For  five  or  six  years  he 
continued  this  business  successfully,  but  the  panic 
of  1857  caused  him  to  sell  out,  and  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life  he  worked  at  his  trade.  He 
was  a man  of  fine  mental  gifts,  and  was  promi- 
nent in  political  affairs  as  a member  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  being  at  one  time  a representative 
of  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  While  he 
was  not  a Church  member,  he  was  in  thorough 
sympathy  with  all  truly  religious  effort,  and  he 
was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  associates.  His 
death  occurred  May  25,  1869.  His  first  wife, 
Jane  Eliza  (Winton),  to  whom  he  was  married 
August  20.  1840,  was  a daughter  of  Marcena 
Winton,  of  Stepney,  Conn.  She  died  January 
30,  1861,  and  on  January  31,  1864,  he  married 
Maria  Williams.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had 
four  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest. 
The  others  were:  Jane  Elizabeth,  born  April  2, 
1843,  married  John  Oliver;  Franklin  Jeremiah, 
born  June  23,  1845,  became  a messenger  for  the 
Adams  Express  Company  between  New  York, 
and  Boston,  and  was  twice  married,  but  has  no 
living  children;  and  Frances  Augusta,  born  No- 
vember it,  1854,  died  November  21,  1895.  By 
the  second  marriage  there  was  one  daughter, 
Minnie  Belle,  born  March  15,  1867. 

VIII.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born: 
June  5,  1841,  at  the  family  homestead  in  the 
town  of  Monroe,  and  his  early  educational  op- 
portunities were  limited  to  the  district  schools  of 
that  locality.  He  attended  during  the  winter 
terms  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen, 
making  such  good  use  of  his  time  that  he  was 
then  prepared  to  teach.  After  conducting  a 
school  for  one  winter  at  Afton,  Chenango  Co., 
N.  Y.,  he  returned  home  for  a short  time,  and 
then  went  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  take  a position 
in  the  hat  factory  of  James  H.  Prentice,  and 
was  soon  promoted  to  the  post  of  foreman, 
which  he  held  for  three  years.  Ill  health  causing 
him  to  leave  the  city,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
a mapmaking  firm,  F.  W.  Beers  & Co.,  after- 
ward Beers,  Ellis  & Soule,  representing  them  in 
the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania  and  various  other 
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places,  first  as  canvasser,  later  as  collector. 
With  the  exception  of  a brief  period,  he  contin- 
ued this  business  from  1865  to  1875,  and  in  No- 
vember ■ of  that  year  he  located  at  Newtown, 
where  he  and  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Taylor, 
purchased  a coal  and  feed  business  from  J abez 
Botslord.  This  venture  proved  an  entire  suc- 
cess, as  they  have  continued  with  a constantly 
increasing  trade,  and  they  are  also  associated  to- 
gether in  railroad  business.  As  Mr.  Hubbell  has 
made  his  own  way  in  the  world,  he  is  entitled  to 
great  credit  for  his  success,  and  it  should  be 
noted  that  he  has  not  allowed  business  cares  to 
prevent  him  from  keeping  well  informed  upon 
the  topics  which  command  the  attention  of  in- 
telligent people,  his  reading  being  quite  exten- 
sive. He  also  takes  a keen  interest  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  welfare  of  his  community.  Polit- 
ically, he  has  always  been  a Democrat.  In  1885 
— session  of  1 886— -he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  has  served  as  assessor,  and  in  1 896 
was  chosen  on  the  Citizens’  ticket  to  the  office  of 
first  selectman,  serving  one  year  and  declining  a 
xenomination.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  belonging  to  Fortitude  Lodge 
No.  19,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

In  1865  Mr.  Hubbell  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Brisco,  daughter  of  Harvey  Brisco,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  Newtown.  She  died  Febru- 
ary 21,  1892,  and  April  2,  1895,  Mr.  Hubbell 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ida  M.  Taylor. 
He  has  had  four  children,  all  by  the  first  mar- 
riage: (1)  Frederick  Brisco,  born  February  21, 
187J,  graduated  in  1893  from  Trinity  College, 
and  is  now  the  superintendent  of  the  Light  and 
Water  Company  at  Westport,  this  county.  He 
•was  married  in  1893  to  Miss  Grace  M.  Goodsell, 
of  Newtown,  and  they  have  two  sons.  (2)  Miss 
Mary  Josephine  Hubbell,  born  September  12, 
a 873,  is  a graduate  of  the  Kindergarten  depart- 
ment of  the  State  Normal  school  at  New  Britain. 
<3)  Nellie  Caroline,  born  September  15,  1875,  a 
graduate  of  Yale  Art  School,  married  Hervey 
W.  Wheeler,  of  Newtown,  who  is  now  a postal 
messenger  between  New  York  and  Boston,  and 
-resides  at  Newtown.  She  died  March  17,  1898, 
leaving  a young  son.  (4)  Herbert  Carlton,  born 
April  13,  1882,  and  now  a student  at  Bridgeport 
high  school,  lives  at  home. 


(TLLIAM  S.  WHITE.  One  of  the  most 
familiar  of  names  in  the  ecclesiastical 
history  of  Danbury  is  that  of  Rev.  Ebenezer 
White,  who  on  March  10,  1736,  was  ordained 
pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church.  For 
twenty-five  years  he  faithfully  labored  in  the 


parish,  and  harmony  between  the  minister  and 
people  prevailed.  The  growth  of  the  town  and 
Church  necessitated  the  enlargement  of  the  meet- 
ing-house; following  their  pastor’s  example,  the 
people  of  the  parish  became  noted  for  their  mor- 
ality and  charity.  After  a quarter  of  a century, 
however,  the  Rev.  Mr.  White’s  views  of  religion 
became  more  liberal,  his  mind  broadened  too 
rapidly  for  the  people  he  had  directed  so  many 
years,  and,  after  due  deliberation,  a council  of 
the  Church  found  him  guilty  of  heresy.  A ma- 
jority of  the  Church,  however,  adhered  to  Mr. 
White  and  declared  themselves  independent, 
forming  a new  Church  organization  known  as  the 
“New  Danbury  Church.”  In  J779.  Rev-  Eben- 
ezer White  was  called  to  his  long  rest  fsom 
earthly  labors,  and  the  “New  Danbury  Church 
became  extinct,  though  the  example  set  by  the 
untiring  pastor,  who,  like  Chaucer’s  “ good-manot 
religion,  preached,  but  first  he  practiced  it  him- 
self ” bore  fruit,  and  left  its  indelible  impress  on 
the  community. 

Thomas  P.  White  was  a son  of  Rev.  Ebenez- 
er White,  and  was  born  and  reared  in  Danbury. 
He  married  Ann  Booth,  of  Stratford,  and  became 
the  father  of  nine  children,  namely:  John,  a law- 
yer of  South  Carolina,  where  he  died;  Frederic  , 
also  a lawyer;  Samuel,  a hotel  keeper  in  Nor- 
walk; Philo  B.,  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
Charles  L.,  a drover,  who  died  on  the  homestead, 
Prosper,  a merchant  and  woolen  manufacturer 
who  also  served  as  town  clerk  ■ of  Danbury, 
Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife  of  Asher  Starr, 
a farmer  of  Brookfield;  Sarah,  who  died  unmar- 
ried; and  Phoebe,  who  became  the  wife  of  ^adoc 
Stevens,  of  Danbury. 

Philo  B.  White  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead. He  married  Miss  Clara  Andrews,  w o 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Bethel,  a daugh  ®r 
Eden  Andrews,  a hatter  of  that  town.  T 
continued  to  reside  on  the  home  farm  and  * 
raised  their  family  of  six  children:  (1)  Cyrus ^ ■ 
was  a farmer  and  hatter  in  that  town,  and  0 
time  was  also  in  the  ice  business;  he  die 
Georgia  in  1894.  (2)  Mary  A.  married  Sam 

D.  Platt,  of  Danbury,  and  both  are  now  de,cease. 
(3)  Eloise  married  Isaac  I.  Ives,  of  Meriden, 
is  now  deceased,  and  she  makes  her  horn 
Danbury.  (4)  Homer  (1)  died  in  infanc^  L. 
Homer  (2)  died  in  California  at  the  age  oft 
eight.  (6)  William  S.  is  the  subject  pr°Pe£ 
this  review.  The  father  of  this  family  was 
a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and  held  ®^jjer 


ber  of  offices.  He  died  in  1879; 
passed  away  in  1875. 

William  S.  White,  whose  name 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Dan 


introduces 
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August  16, 1832,  on  the  farm  where  he  still  makes 
his  home.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed 
on  the  homestead,  and  his  education  was  obtained 
in  the  district  schools.  On  completing  his  school 
life  he  taught  for  some  time;  then  took  the  home 
farm  of  140  acres,  and  in  its  management  has 
found  bis  life  work.  He  carries  on  general  farm- 
ing, and  his  progressive  spirit  causes  him  to  use 
the  latest  improved  machinery  and  the  most  sci- 
entific methods.  The  carefully  attended  land, 
together  with  the  neat  and  modern  buildings,  be- 
token the  thrift  of  the  farmer. 

In  1856  Mr.  White  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  MaryE.  Nichols,  a daughter  of  Hervey 
Nichols,  of  Roxbury,  and  five  children  were  born 
to  this  couple,  as  follows:  Hervey  N.,  a hatter 

of  Danbury;  Edward  A.,  at  home;  George  S., 
an  inventor  of  a number  of  small  articles,  such  as 
a lamp-burner  rest,  pencil  attachment,  and  hat 
rest,  was  formerly  a bookkeeper  in  New  Haven, 
but  is  now  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  dairy  busi- 
ness at  Yonkers,  N.  Y. ; William  S.,  Jr.,  a sales- 
man in  California;  and  Esther  C.,  unmarried  and 
at  borne. 

Mr.  White  is  one  of  the  substantia]  men  of 
the  town,  and  is  interested  in  all  enterprises  for 
public  improvement.  He  has  been  a Prohibi- 
tionist for  years,  and  earnestly  works  for  what  he 
thinks  will  lessen  the  evils  of  intemperance.  In 
their  religious  tendencies  he  and  his  family  ad- 
here to  the  doctrines  of  John  Wesley,  and  con- 
tribute to  the  support  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


ENRY  E.  SCOFIELD  is  a highly  respected 
resident  of  Stamford,  Weed  avenue,  Fair- 
eld  county,  Conn. , where  he  was  born  March  4, 
1 32-  His  grandfather,  Rufus  Scofield,  was. a 
native  of  Greenwich,  Conn.  His  father,  Lewis 
co  eld,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  where 
ne  passed  his  entire  life.  He  was  a flour  miller 
j occupation,  and  was  for  a number  of  years 
mp  oyed  in  the  East  mill,  originally  with  the 
proprietors  and  afterward  with  their  suc- 
iirf +°r*l. 1 • Stamford  Manufacturing  Company, 
ried  ube  cme  of  his  death-  Mr-  Scofield  mar- 
rearp^ISf  ^a.ra^  Palmer,  of  Stamford,  and  they 
worth  3 fT'  y °f  nine  chndren,  viz. : Henry  EUs- 
Genro.  4 °x,e  ”ame  introduces  this  sketch; 
A.  and  rj^'  franklin,  Lewis  W.,  Chauncey 
Charge  w a'i  residents  of  Stamford; 

dore  of  R ^r'dReport,  Conn. ; James  Theo- 
Conn  wv,ed  ord’  N'  Y"  > and  Alfred  V.  ,of  Mianus, 

these  ’ IahlrSred  J anUary  3’’  ,898'  °f 
Franklin  Ts  7''  .GeorSe  A.,  Alfred  V.,  N. 

ermy  durin"  *h~e^-S  served  in  the  Union 
y d“nne  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sco- 


field were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Henry  E.  Scofield  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Stamford,  attending  in  the  building 
which  stood  in  St.  John’s  Park.  When  thirteen 
years  of  age  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Stam- 
ford Manufacturing  Company  with  his  father, 
grinding  brites,  and  here  he  has  ever  since  been 
employed.  In  time  he  was  transferred  to  the  ex- 
tract department  in.  the  mill,  and  for  the  past 
twenty-three  years  has  been  superintendent  of 
the  department,  having  risen  to  that  position  by 
faithful  service.  In  December,  1895,  occurred 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  entrance  in  the  mill, 
and  on  that  occasion  he-  was  presented  by  the 
company  with  a beautiful  gold  watch  as  a mark  of 
esteem,  engraved  as  follows:  “1845 — Presented  to 
Henry  Ellsworth  Scofield  by  the  Stamford  Mfg. 
Co.,  in  recognition  of  his  fifty  years  faithful  ser- 
vice and  constant  devotion  to  this  company, 
December,  1895.” 

Mr.  Scofield  has  proved  himself  a trustworthy 
and  reliable  man  in  the  responsible  position  he 
has  been  placed  in,  and  he  has  the  confidence  of 
his  employers  in  an  unusual  degree.  He  is  inter- 
ested in  the  Cove  Transportation  Company,  of 
which  he  is  vice-president,  also  one  of  the 
directors. 

Mr.  Scofield  was  married,  in  Stamford  March 
18,  1855,  to  Miss  Lois  A.  Holly,  the  eldest 
daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  Augustus  and  Phebe 
S.  Holly,  of  Hunting  Ridge,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  one  child,  Mary  L. , who  lives  in  Stam- 
ford. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scofield  are  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church. 


WATSON  DEXTER  HAYDEN  was  born 

November  12,  1833,  at  North  Adams, 

Mass.  He  is  descended  from  an  old  English 
family,  his  ancestors  having  made  their  home  in 
New  England  at  an  early  day. 

His  father.  Miles  L.  Hayden,  was  a native  of 
Vermont,  but  settled  in  Massachusetts,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  during  his  remaining 
years,  his  death  occurring  in  1 889.  Our  subject  s 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Aminda  Blood, 
was  also  of  English  descent,  and  her  father, 
Silas  Blood,  was  a prominent  agriculturist  at 
Clarksburg,  Mass.  To  Miles  and  Aminda  Hay- 
den ten  children  were  born,  viz.:  Betsie,  widow 

of  the  late  Elisha  G.  Ketcham,  of  Illinois; 
Reuben,  deceased;  Julia,  wife  of  Hon.  Calvin  T. 
Sampson,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  both  deceased; 
Ruth  Ann,  widow  of  Hon.  Charles  Clisby,  for- 
merly a United  States  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts; Lester,  deceased;  Watson  D. , our  subject; 
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Mary  and  Wesley,  both  deceased;  and  Joseph  and 
Myron,  of  Clarksburg,  Massachusetts. 

During  his  youth,  our  subject  attended  school 
at  North  Adams.  On  leaving  school,  he  re- 
mained at  home  for  some  years,  but  finally  de- 
cided to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade  in  North 
Adams,  where  he  was  employed  until  1861.  For 
four  years  he  worked  as  a journeyman  at  Vine- 
land,  N.  J.,  but  latter  settled  in  Bridgeport,  and 
established  himself  in  an  independent  business  as 
a builder.  He  is  a member  of  the  Master  Car- 
penters’ Association  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  is 
always  ready  to  assist  in  any  movement  which 
will  promote  the  welfare  of  his  guild  or  of  the 
public  generally.  Politically,  he  is  a strong  Re- 
publican, but  he  is  not  active  in  party  work. 

In  1856  Mr.  Hayden  married  Miss  Lealy  L. 
Gould,  who  was  born  at  North  Adams,  Mass.,  of 
English  ancestry,  and  whose  father,  Samuel 
Gould,  was  a well-known  citizen  of  that  place. 
Eight  children  have  blessed  this  union,  viz. : 
Edwin  L.,  a resident  of  Bridgeport,  Frank,  a 
machinist  of  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. ; Gertrude, 
deceased;  Carrie  B. , wife  of  John  W.  Rose,  of 
Bridgeport;  Mildred  L.,  wife  of  Arthur  B.  Rose, 
of  Bridgeport;  Walter,  deceased;  and  Grace  and 
Edith,  who  are  at  home. 


German  Rifles  of  New  York  Volunteers.  After 
two  years  of  faithful  service,  in  which  he  unfalter- 
ingly obeyed  the  commands  of  his  intrepid  leader, 
he  was  mustered  out  in  1863.  In  1870  he  re- 
moved to  Bridgeport,  and  for  eleven  years  he 
was  the  publisher  of  the  German  newspaper, 
Bridgeport  Anzeiger;  he  proved  his  ability  as  a 
newspaper  man  by  the  able  manner  in  which  he 
carried  on  the  work.  At  one  time  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacturing  of  cabinet  work,  but 
is  now  in  the  insurance  and  real-estate  business, 
his  office  being  located  at  No.  51  Bank  street,  he 
is  prepared  to  prosecute  pension  claims,  negotiate 
loans,  rent  or  sell  real  estate,  make  general  col- 
lections, and  besides  all  of  these  handles  steam- 
ship tickets,  and  is  a notary  public.  He  began 
this  varied  line  of  work  in  1 889,  and  the  ^cess 
he  has  attained  betokens  a careful  and  methodical 
business  man,  versatile  and  untiring.  He  has 
also  made  real-estate  maps  and  an  atlas  of  the 
city. 

In  1858  in  New  York  City,  Mr.  Griesinger  was 
married  to  Miss  Barbara  Kupfer,  a native  ol 
Eisenach.  Germany,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
three  children:  (i)  Emma  married  William 

Nothnagle,  the  furniture  man;  she  died  and  leu 
three  children — William,  Emma  and  Harry.  J 
William  married  Lizzie  Seaman,  and  is  engaged 
in  the  millinery  business.  (3)  Alfred  is  in  usi 


WILLIAM  GRIESINGER.  The  country 
Ww  that  produced  a Bismarck  and  a Schiller, 
a Von  Moltke  and  a Goethe,has  contributed  in  no 
small  way  to  the  best  development  of  this 
country.  The  habits  of  industry  and  economy, 
the  stern  self-denial,  the  sterling  integrity,  and 
the  happy  faculty  of  true  enjoyment  and  cheer- 
ful living,  are  characteristics  of  the  German  race, 
and  the  combination  forms  a citizen  that  is  an 
honor  and  a profit  to  any  community.  Germany 
has  given  us  much  that  is  best  in  our  cosmopoli- 
tan civilization,  and  the  sons  of  the  Fatherland 
rank  high  among  our  representative  citizens. 

William  Griesinger,  whose  name  opens  this 
review,  and  who  is  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  prominent  citizens  of  Bridgeport,  was  born 
in  Stuttgart,  Germany,  August  27,  1832,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  Polytechnic  Institute 
in  his  native  city.  In  1851,  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, he  left  home  and  came  to  the  New 
World,  locating  in  New  York  City,  where  he  was 
employed  as  a designer  in  a house  decoration 
company.  Here  he  remained  until  1861,  when, 
true  to  the  country  of  his  adoption,  he  entered 
the  United  States  Sharpshooters  under  Col.  Ber- 
dan. He  passed  examination  as  an  officer  on 
December  10,  1861,  and  on  December  25  re- 
ceived his  promotion  as  lieutenant  in  the  Third 


ness  with  his  father. 

In  politics  Mr.  Griesinger  is  a Democrat,  an 
has  held  a number  of  offices.  In  1883,  he 
elected  assessor,  and  continued  in  that  office 
six  years;  and  was  a clerk  of  the  board  of  re 
from  1883  to  1889.  For- six  years,  from 
to  1889,  he  was  president  of  the  Progre 
Union,  this  being  a non-partisan  club  compos 
of  the  best  citizens  of  the  State,  and  intende 
“ promote  the  general  welfare.”  He  is, a me 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Underwriters  of  Bridgeport, 
and  represents  fire  insurance  companies  o y_ 
For  twelve  years  he  has  been  identified  wi 
Germania  Life  Insurance  Company,  is  also  a rep 
sentative  of  the  Buffalo  German  Insurance 
pany  and  many  others.  He  is  a member  0 
Howe  Post  No.  3,G.  A.  R.,  emulating  in  his  We  t 
noble  trio  of  that  order,  ‘ ' Fraternity.  Chari  y 
Loyalty;”  for  five  years  he  was  distri ict  d epu  y 
grand  master  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  F°r  jn 
nine  years  our  subject  has  made  his  0 
Bridgeport.  , ._w. 

William  G.  Griesinger,  the  father  of  ou 
ject,  was  a teacher  in  the  old  country,  . 
also  his  father  before  him.  The  materna  gr  ^ 
father,  an  officer  in  the  French  army,  .. 
Herbert,  and  was  known  as- General  n 
which  title  he  bore  in  the  French,  ariny. 
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DAVID  J.  STURGES  is  an  enterprising  and  On  October  17,  1861,  Mr.  Sturges  married 
prosperous  agriculturist  of  the  town  of  New  Miss  Mary  J.  Elwell,  who  was  born  June  8, 
Fairfield,  and  his  farm  shows  the  results  of  ju-  1835,  in  Patterson,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a 
dicioos  management  during  his  forty-four  years  daughter  of  Hiram  Elwell  (a  well-known  farmer) 
of  ownership.  and  his  wife  Susan  (Knapp).  Three  children 

The  Sturges  family  has  been  identified  with  have  blessed  this  union,  to  wit:  (1)  Edgar  F., 
this  section  since  Colonial  times,  and  their  de-  born  August  8,  1863,  in  New  Fairfield,  was  edn- 
scent  is  traced  from  Peter  Sturges,  who  settled  cated  in  the  local  schools,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
in  Fairfield  in  1680.  David  Sturges,  the  grand-  farming  with  his  father;  he  is  not  married.  (2) 
atherof  our  subject,  was  born  in  old  Fairfield  Clifford  W.,  born  July  8,  1867,  was  educated  in 
in  1769,  and  after  receiving  a common-school  the  public  schools  of  New  Fairfield,  and  attended 
edacation  engaged  in  farming  and  carpet  weav-  the  high  school  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  membdr  of 
jug.  At  the  time  of  the  burning  of  Fairfield  he  the  class  of  ’87 ; also  graduated  from  the  East- 
was  a mere  boy,  and  his  mother  brought  him  to  man  Business  College  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  in 
New  Fairfield  for  safety.  He  continued  to  re-  August,  1889,  and  from  the  Chautauqua  Literary 
side  there  during  his  life,  and  was  a highly  re-  and  Scientific  Circle,  class  of  ’90.  For  a time 
spected  citizen  of  the  locality.  He  married  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school.  At  present 
Jerusha  Stevens,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children:  he  is  bookkeeper  for  E.  A.  Mallory  & Sons,  a lead- 

Harry,  who  married  Matilda  Gregory;  John  H.,  ing  firm  of  hat  manufacturers  in  Danbury,  where 
our  subject’s  father;  Francis,  who  married  Zubia  he  has  been  employed  for  the  last  seven  and  one- 
Gardner;  Horace,  who  married  Permylea  Hoyt;  half  years,  prior  to  which  he  was  employed  some 
Sarah,  wife  of  James  McKay;  Harriet,  wife  of  twenty  months  in  the  offices  of  the  N.  Y.  & N. 
Marvin  Wildman;and  Julia,  who  died  in  infancy.  E.  R.  R.  Co.  as  bill  clerk.  He  is  at  present  p 
John  H.  Sturges,  our  subject’s  father,  was  trustee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  New 
born  September  15,  1807,  in  the  town  of  New  Fairfield,  Conn.,  having  been  treasurer  of  the 
Fairfield,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  board  for  the  last  eight  years.  (3)  William  E., 
schools  of  that  town.  He  learned  the  shoe-  born  August  8,  1871,  died  April  26,  1872. 
maker’s  trade,  but  after  following  it  for  a number 
■of  years  he  gave  it  up  and  engaged  in  farming. 

He  always  took  much  interest  in  public  affairs,  ALTER  WILCOXSON,  a prominent 

and  was  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics;  but  he  m/m II  agriculturist  of  Stratford  township,  is  a 

neither  sought  nor  held  office.  He  was  a life-  representative  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
r member  °f  ^e  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  families  of  that  section-  The  first  of  the  name 
of  New  Fairfield,  of  which  he  was  a liberal  sup-  of  whom  we  have  an  account  was  William  WiL 
porter,  and  in  which  he  held  all  the  offices.  He  coxson,  a native  of  Lancashire,  England,  who 
married  Miss  Eliza  Knapp,  daughter  of  Elnathan  came  to  America  previous  to  1636,  and  after 
napp  (a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Danbury)  and  his  spending  a few  years  in  Massachusetts  settled  in 
r 11  'a  (®a(ber  ) They  had  three  children,  1640  in  this  county,  making  his  home  in  Strat- 
us ollows:  David  J.,  our  subject;  Jerusha,  born  ford, 
ugust  20,  1830;  and  Salina,  born  May  7,  1837.  Ephraim  Wilcoxson,  the  great-grandfather  pt 
David  J.  Sturges  was  born  May  6,  1832,  in  our  subject,  was  born  in  Stratford,  and  passed  hip 
we  town  of  New  Fairfield,  and  the  common  life  there.  Colonel  Ephraim  Wilcoxson,  onr 
sc  00  s of  that  locality  furnished  him  his  only  subject’s  grandfather,  was  born  in  the  sanqe 
ucational  opportunities.  From  the  age  of  six  locality  November  13,  and  became  a 

wo*?  he,beRan  ,0  make  himself  useful  in  the  farmer,  his  death  occurring  January  15,  1838. 

_ r (V°n  bls  father’s  farm;  and  during  the  winter  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  during 
■ n ® e w°nld  help  as  he  could  at  shoemak-  the  war  of  1812  he  held  the  rank  of  colonel. 
-1°'  , S i°°n  aS  be  reached  his  majority  he  pur-  His  wife,  Mary  (Wheeler),  was  also  a native  of 
u , a arn)  near  his  father's  homestead,  and  Stratford,  and  they  had  three  children:  John, 
inp  6Ver  s'nce  continued  to  reside  there,  mak-  Lucius  L. , and  Mary  (Mrs.  Oliver  Beardsley), 
casion  iir°Ve  j ent9  from  time  t0  time-  and  °c-  Hon-  John  Wilcoxson,  our  subject’s  father, 

estate*  add'nS  some  coveted  acres  to  the  was  born  in  Stratford  in  1805,  and  died  March 

itvand  • tu  , much  influence  in  the  commun-  30,  1870.  He  became  a leading  farmer  of  the 
ine  helir the  0Ca^  Democratic  organization,  hav-  town,  and  was  also  active  and  influential  in  polit- 
ely.. nuwerous  offices,  including  those  of  ical  life  as  a member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
board  „(D  a,-  , assessor,  and  as  a member  of  the  representing  Stratford  three  times  in  the  Lower 
rel,ef-  ' house  of  the  Legislature,  and  served  one  terrain 
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the  State  Senate.  He  married  Miss  Susan 
Caroline  Wells,  daughter  of  Legrand  Wells,  of 
Stratford,  and  a descendant  of  pioneer  stock. 
They  had  four  children:  Albert,  a well-known 

citizen  of  Stratford;  Walter,  our  subject;  George 
S.,  who  was  drowned  at  sea;  and  Miss  Susan  C. , 
a resident  of  Stratford. 

■ Walter  Wilcoxson  was  born  October  24, 
1832,  and  was  reared  upon  the  old  farm,  his 
education  being  secured  at  the  common  schools 
and  the  academy  in  the  village  of  Stratford. 
When  seventeen  years  old  he  began  to  learn  the 
■ carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some 
time,  but  for  twenty  years  past  he  has  given  his 
attention  to  general  farming.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  though  he  has  not  been  especially 
active  in  public  affairs.  As  a citizen  he  is  much 
esteemed,  and  in  many  ways  he  has  shown  his 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community.  He 
and  his  wife  are  prominent  in  social  life,  and  are 
identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Strat- 
ford, in  which  he  has  held  the  office  of  warden 
for  many:  years.  In  1878  he  married  Miss  Au- 
gusta Swartz,  a native  of  New  York  City  and  a 
daughter  of  Augustus  Swartz,  who  was  born  in 
South  Carolina. 


DANIEL  PECK,  one  of  the  leading  agricult- 
urists of  Greenwich  township,  was  born 
September  25,  1833,  upon  the  farm  on  Peck’s 
Land,  where  he  has  always  made  his  home.  His 
family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent 
in  Fairfield  county,  its  founder  being  Theophilus 
Peck,  who  located  upon  a farm  adjoining  that  on 
which  our  subject  lives.  The  six  sons  of  this 
gentleman  were:  Isaac,  who  lived  and  died  in  this 
locality;  Israel,  who  remained  on  the  old  home- 
stead and  reared  one  son,  Israel;  Abram,  who 
removed  to  the  Hudson  river  valley;  Benjamin, 
who  located  on  Clapboard  Ridge,  and  whose 
descendants  are  still  residents  of  Greenwich; 
Theophilus,  who  always  made  his  home  on  Peck’s 
Land;  and  Samuel,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 

The  last  named  spent  his  entire  married  life 
upon  the  farm  of  our  subject,  the  property  being 
given  him  by  his  father,  who  erected  the  house 
upon  the  place.  Here  Samuel  Peck  died,  and 
his  remains  were  at  first  interred  in  Peck’s  Land, 
but  afterward  removed  to  the  Greenwich  Union 
cemetery.  His  children  were  as  follows:  Jared, 
who  was  a wealthy  citizen  of  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. ; 
Samuel,  who  lived  in  Clapboard  Ridge,  and  was 
the  paternal  grandfather  of  Zenas  M.  Peck,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere;  Jabus,  who  resided  in 
Riversville  for  some  years,  and  had  a family  of 
three  daughters;  Daniel,  the  father  of  our  sub- 


ject; Isaac,  a drover,  who  lived  at  Round  Hill, 
and  whose  son  Isaac  was  an  Episcopal  clergyman; 
Mrs.  Benoni  Peck,  a resident  of  Genoa,  N.  Y., 
and  the  grandmother  of  Prof.  Todd,  who  fills 
the  chair  of  Astronomy  in  Amherst  College; 
Rachel,  who  married  Luther  Peck,  and  died  in 
Stanwich,  Conn.;  Mrs.  Moses  Husted;  and  Mrs. 
Darius  Mead. 

Daniel  Peck,  Sr.,  was  born  August  8,  1781, 
on  our  subject’s  farm,  and  throughout  life  gave 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  to  its 
cultivation  and  improvement,  though  at  times  he 
bought  and  sold  cattle.  He  was  married,  May 
25,  1814,  to  Hannah  Mead,  who  was  born 
March  7,  1799,  above  Glenville,  on  the  place 
where  Samuel  Pine  now  lives.  Her  father  was 
Platt  Mead,  and  her  mother  was  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  Peck,  who  was  one  of  the  six  sons  of 
Theophilus  Peck,  before  mentioned.  Our  sub 
ject’s  father  died  January  14,  1861,  his  mother 
on  June  16,  1870,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  a 
private  cemetery  at  Clapboard  Ridge.  He  was 
a stanch  Whig  in  political  sentiment,  was  a reg- 
ular voter,  and  a great  reader  of  the  New  York 
Spectator.  The  mother  held  membership  in  the 
Second  Congregational  Church.  In  their  family 
were  four  children:  Harriet,  born  March  3°> 

1816,  never  married,  and  died  November  12, 
1842;  Elizabeth,  born  December  20,  1820,  died, 
unmarried,  December  23,  1842;  Samuel,  born 
October  11,  1829,  died  April  9,  1891,  at  Fort 
Chester,  N.  Y.,  where  his  widow  still  resides, 
Daniel,  our  subject,  completes  the  family. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  a local  school  taught  by  Leonard  Mea 
at  Peck’s  Land,  and  when  he  became  old  enoug 
to  be  of  any  assistance  on  the  farm  he  was  allowe 
to  attend  school  only  during  the  winter.  For  8 
time  he  pursued  his  studies  in  the  Rivereville  Dis- 
trict school,  but  never  attended  any  higher  insti- 
tution of  learning.  He  early  became  fami  ia 
with  every  department  of  farm  work,  and  is  ac 
counted  one  of  the  most  thorough  and  skil 
agriculturists  of  his  community.  By  Pay1Dj’  .' 
brother  for  his  share  of  the  estate  he  secured 
old  homestead,  which  he  successfully  opera  • 
It  comprises  one  hundred  and  three  acres  ot  va 
uable  land  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  a 
well  improved.  . ± 

On  November  19,  1867,  Mr.  Peck  tnarri 
Miss  Harriet  F.  Clark,  who  was  born  in  tae  t0  „ 
of  Haddam,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  March  > 
1841,  a daughter  of  Albert  M.  and  Ha  me  ■ 

(Clark)  Clark.  Her  father  was  a wool-dealer 
New  York.  She  is  the  third  daughter  and  ion 
child  in  a family  of  seven  children,  consisting ; 
three  sons  and  four  daughters.  Her  educa  1 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


407 


begun  in  the  district  schools,  was  supplemented 
with  a course  in  Brainard  Academy  at  Haddam, 
Conn. , and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  she  be- 
came a competent  teacher.  While  following 
that  profession  she  came  to  Peck’s  Land  where 
she  met  her  future  husband.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren. She  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Second 
Congregational  Church  in  Greenwich,  and  a most 
estimable  lady.  While  an  ardent  advocate  of 
Republican  principles,  Mr.  Peck  is  not  a politician 
in  the  sense  of  office-seeking.  He  is  one  of  the 
representativ.es  of  the  Pecks,  of  Peck’s 

like  tLthnf>,are  V"  Gr,eenwich  township,  and, 
*'.  he°thf  members  of  this  old  and  numerous 

mun  f;  S r6SpeCt  °f  the  entire  com- 


KP  G,PRIEL-  For  near'y  thirty  year 
i this  well-known  citizen  of  Bridgeport  ha 
been  connected  with  the  Wheeler  & Wilsoi 

S\CndrfidglPnJ.Pany  °f  that  P,ace-  and  hi 

re  ' y fide-  y haVe  been  tested  in  variou: 
respons,ble  positions.  As  superintendent  of  on. 

won  theTt11 tments  ,of  the  immense  plant,  he  has 
ro  a^b  TandCOnfidence  of  the  workmer 
the  office  of  3S  '?  shown  by  h,s  election  tc 

ior  manv  vLrc  L k h®  IS  no  less  ‘rusted,  and 
i»  ‘he  municipality  in  important  offices 

Neu“rbu?g!bSss7aa\hb°™  MfrACb  lg33.  io 

£aret  \ o’  ^ son  of  Adolph  a.nd  Mar- 

■»«»«  »'ib" 
**«  enB.e«d  to 
mother  miJlwr>ght,  died  therein  1837.  The 
of  this  worthy  counle”  ,85K.  9f  the  two  children 
vivor,  a daughter  ,S  the  onlysur- 

Our  suhif  P d,ed  in  infancy, 

schools  of  hPnattveUpt,0n  Was  obtained  m ‘he 
sixteen  he  can,  t Proymce,  and  at  the  age  of 
On  landing  at  New  vvfu  t0, Seek  bis  fortune. 
with  a manufac*  Yoir  ^ found  employment 
*fterse^g  an  anner  r b[]!iard  ^PPHes.  and 
tour,  Con®  to Tk?  'P  he  Went  t0  Sey- 
&Co.,manuf’ar*  * k a position  with  A.  G.  Day 
Wi‘h  this  firm  h“rersand  dealers  in  rubber  goods. 
ingcharge  o™heerma;nedseVenteen  ‘ak- 

on  leavfng  he  tr^effr  UnDe  dePartment,  and 
In  '870  he  r0cated  fd  n°,  years  in  the  West. 
employ  of  the  m ? B”dgeport,  entering  the 
ing  Company  ^ i?  & WilS°n  Manufac‘ur- 
of  ‘he  assemble  , present.  he  has  charge 
Politically  he  is 6 a?d  adius‘ing  department. 

1 886-87-88-80  h ?ch  Republican,  and  in 

Fiftl>  ward  now  tehraN-,:red  aiderrnan  from  the 
■ now  the  Ninth  and  Tenth  districts. 


In  this  position  he  did  effective  service  being  a 
member  of  various  committees,  and  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  streets  and  sidewalks,  the  com- 
mittee on  sewers,  and  the  committee  on  claims. 
Since  1 893  he  has  been  a member  of  the  board 
of  education,  being  vice-president  for  one  year 
and  at  present  he  is  chairman  of  the  building 
committee.  He  is  a director  in  the  Lake  View 
Cemetery  Association,  and  is  identified  with 
many  philanthropic  and  ecclesiastical  organiza- 
[ tions,  being  especially  active  in  religious  work  as 
a member  of  the  Park  Street  Congregational 
Church.  Fraternally,  be  is  connected  with  the  • 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  Pequonnock  Lodge  No.  4,  and 
with  the  F.  & A.  M.,  St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  2,  at 
Bridgeport. 

In  1857  Mr.  Gabriel  married  Miss  Martha 
Jane  Atkinson,  daughter  of  William  A.  and 
Mary  (Hartley)  Atkinson.  She  was  bom  in 
England,  and  was  educated  in  Ansonia  and  Sey- 
mour, Conn.,  having  come  to  the  United  States 
m childhood.  Of  the  eight  children  of  this 
union  two— one  son  and  one  daughter— died  in 
childhood;  William  A.  is  now  the  mechanical 
engineer  of  the  Elgin  Watch  Company,  Elgin, 
111.;  Miss  Mary  H.  and  George  P.  are  at  home; 
Charles  R.  is  experimental  engineer  in  Brown  & 
Sharp’s  factory  in  Hartford;  Miss  Martha  A.  is 
employed  in  Staples  Bank  at  Bridgeport;  and 
Allen  F.  is  attending  school. 


ENOS  BEAL  LOCKWOOD  is  one  of  Stam- 
ford’s well-known  citizens,  and  his  home  iii 
Prospect  avenue  is  among  the  most  beautiful  and 
artistic  residences  in  the  town.  A charming  view 
of  Long  Island  Sound  adds  to  its  attractiveness 
without,  while  within  is  to  be  found  evidence  of 
the  refinement  and  taste  of  its  owners.  This 
home  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family 
for  many  years,  and  Mr.  Lockwood,  who  was 
born  November  30,  1833,  has  resided  there  all 
his  life. 

His  ancestors  were  early  settlers  in  this 
county,  and  his  grandfather,  Enos  Lockwood, 
was  a native  of  the  town  of  Greenwich.  Enos 
Bennett  Lockwood,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  at  Sound  Beach,  in  the  town  of  Green- 
wich, and  grew  to  manhood  in  that  locality,  but 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Stam- 
ford, where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  at 
the  present  homestead.  While  he  was  never 
especially  active  in  public  affairs  he  took  much 
interest  in  the  political  questions  of  his  time, 
being  an  Old-line  Whig  in  early  life  and  later  a 
Democrat.  He  was  married  in  Greenwich  to 
Miss  Ann  Mariah  Lockwood,  a daughter  of  Peter 
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Lockwood,  and  had  four  children — three  daugh-  of  capital.  As  citizens  they  have  always  been 
ters  and  one  son,  our  subject.  The  mother  was  held  in  high  esteem,  and,  while  they  are  not  poli- 
born  January  5,  1803,  and  died  January  1 1 , 1836;  ticians,  they  have  taken  keen  interest  in  public 
the  father  was  born  October  26,  1798,  and  died  affairs,  and  are  stanch  supporters  of  the  priori- 
November  6,  1870.  pies  of  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Lockwood,  who  is  the  only  survvingmem-  The  brothers,  Julius  H.  and  Junius  N.  (twins), 
ber  of  his  family,  was  educated  in  the  public  are  natives  of  Middlebury,  Conn,,  having  been 
schools  of  Stamford  and  Greenwich,  and  in  private  born  July  8,  1817.  In  1824  they  removed  to 
schools  at  Norwalk  and  Westport,  this  county.  Seymour,  where  they  were  instructed  intbepub- 
In  early  manhood  he  engaged  in  farming  at  the  lie  schools,  and  in  April,  1834,  they  located  at 
homestead,  and  he  has  since  continued  that  oc-  Bridgeport,  where  they  learned  the  builder's 
cupation  without  interruption,  being  known  as  trade. 

,one  of  the  successful  agriculturists  of  the  town.  Samuel  Benham,  their  grandfather,  was  a 
In  politics  he  has  always  been  a Democrat,  and  thrifty  farmer  of  Middlebury.  Truman  Benham, 
for  many  years  he  has  held  an  influential  place  a son  of  Samuel,  was  born  in  Middlebury,  Conn., 
in  the  councils  of  the  local  organization.  At  December  4,  1772.  In  1 824  he  removed  to  Sey- 
one  time  he  served  as  assessor  of  the  town  of  mour.  Conn.,  and  in  1845  he  settled  permanently 
Stamford.  at  Woodbridge,  where  he  died  in  1858  at  the  age 

On  May  20,  1861,  Mr.  Lockwood  was  mar-  of  eighty-eight  years.  His  wife,  Annie  (Scoville), 
ried  at  Watertown,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Hen-  was  born  in  Waterbury,  and  died  in  Bridgeport 
drie,  daughter  of  Alexander  Hendrie,  a promi-  in  1865,  aged  ninety-six  years.  This  worthy 
nent  resident  of  that  town,  but  formerly  a resi-  couple  had  seven  children — four  daughters  and 
dent  of  Greenwich.  No  children  have  blessed  three  sons — and  were  the  parents  of  the  founders 
this  union.  The  family  has  always  held  an  en-  of  the  present  firm. 

viable  position  socially,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lock-  Julius  H.  Benham  was  married  April  27, 
wood  are  in  sympathy  with  all  movements  that  1845,  to  Miss  Mary  Thompson  (also  a twin), who 
promise  benefit  to  the  community  in  which  they  was  born  at  Middlebury,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
reside.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Lockwood  is  a Free-  Eli  Thompson;  she  died  in  1884  in  Bridgeport, 
mason.  and  on  December  21,  1886,  Mr.  Benham  mar- 


ried  Miss  Mary  F.  Gilbert,  daughter  of  Horace 

Gilbert,  of  Newtown.  He  had  three  children,  all 
TFfjENHAM  BROTHERS,  of  BRIDGEPORT,  by  the  first  marriage:  (1)  John  S.,  and  (2) 

Jug)  The  name  of  this  well-known  firm  of  con-  Charles  N.,  both  deceased;  (3)  George  T.  (now 
tractors  and  builders  has  long  been  the  synonym  deceased)  married  Miss  Annie  Strong,- and  they 
for  enterprise,  and  the  numerous  specimens  of  had  two  sons,  George  T.  and  Howell  P. 
their  skill  which  are  to  be  found  in  different  parts  Junius  N.  Benham  was  married  May  18, 
of  the  State  afford  convincing  evidence  of  their  1843,  in  Derby,  New  Haven  county,  to  Miss 
wide  reputation.  Since  the  firm  was  founded,  Elizabeth  Ann  Curtis,  daughter  of  Capt.  Knee- 
July  8,  1838,  a large  portion  of  the  best  and  land  Curtis,  and  they  had  four  children:  (1) 
costliest  buildings  erected  in  Bridgeport  have  Frank  N.,  cashier,  of  the  Bridgeport  National 
been  built  by  them,  the  list  including  the  Bank,  married  Miss  Annie  Lord,  and  they  had 
South  Congregational  church,  Baptist  church,  two  sons — Herbert  (now  deceased)  and  Nelson; 
Dr.  Hewitt's  (Presbyterian)  church,  and  a num-  (2)  Mary  C.  married  John  E.  Close,  of  Elizabeth, 
ber  of  buildings  on  Water  street  between  Wall  N.  J.,  and  they  had  five  children— Frank  N.  B., 
and  State  streets.  For  some  years  past  the  firm  Bertha,  Bessie  and  Jessie  (twins)  and  Junius  B.; 
have  made  a practice  of  buying  lots  and  improving  (3)  Hattie,  who  died  in  1 888,  was  the  wife  of  A. 
them  with  blocks  of  handsome  buildings,  which  L.  Foster,  of  Hartford,  Conn.;  and  (4)  Miss 
they  have  placed  on  the  market  profitably.  To  Elizabeth  is  at  home. 

name  the  important  buildings  constructed  by  them  The  brothers  are  now  simply  caring  for  their 
in  Bridgeport  and  other  places  would  exceed  the  real  estate.  Both  have  been  healthy  all  their 
limits  of  this  sketch.  Since  1865  they  have  de-  lives,  having  inherited  good  constitutions  and 
voted  their  time  largely  to  their  real-estate  busi-  honest  and  upright  principles,  which  have  been 
ness,  and,  in  addition  to  the  buildings  sold  by  the  foundation  of  their  business  career.  Their 
them,  they  have  erected  others,  which  are  now  lives  have  been  temperate  and,  as  a result,  they 
occupied  by  fifty  tenants.  Their  success  is  all  are  remarkably  well  preserved.  In  size  they  are 

the  more  creditable  because  they  have  won  it  almost  identical,  both  being  about  five  feet  eleven 

unaided,  having  begun  business  without  a dollar  inches  in  height,  and  weighing  in  the  neighbor- 
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hood  of  two  hundred  pounds.  They  come  of  a 
long-lived  race,  and,  of  their  father’s  family,  at 
-one  time  five  brothers  and  sisters  were  living,  the 
oldest  of  whom  was  ninety-four  years  of  age,  and 
the  youngest  eighty-one. 


» UGUSTUS  N.  REYNOLDS,  one  of  the 
Jock  best  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Green- 
wich, and  an  agriculturist  of  standing  in  Fair- 
field  county,  is  a direct  descendant  of  John  Rey- 
nolds, Whig  commissioner  and  justice  of  the 
peace,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Greenwich  (set- 
tled in  1634),  and  whose  descendants  were  for 
over  a hundred  years  among  the  wealthiest  and 
most  influential  families  of  Greenwich. 

Ambrose  Reynolds,  his  grandfather,  who  was 
a native  of  Greenwich,  was  an  agriculturist  and 
a resident  of  the  town  of  Greenwich.  His  wife 
was  formerly  Miss  Mary  Knapp,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  Sarah,  Ambrose,  Joshua, 
Gideon,  Mary,  Bertha,  Jared,  Benjamin  and 
Eunice. 

Joshua  Reynolds  (father  of  our  subject)  was 
bqrn  in  1793  in  the  town  of  Greenwich.  He  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm  in  a manner  not  un- 
like the.  general  farmer’s  boy.  He  was  one  of 
eight  children,  four  of  them  being  boys.  He 
married  Miss  Rachel  Reynolds,  and  they  went  to 
housekeeping  on  the  adjoining  farm,  where  he 
and  his  brother  Ambrose  were  in  partnership, 
which  continued  many  years.  When  they  ceased 
working  the  farifi  together  they  divided  the  place, 
Joshua  taking  as  his  portion  the  land  now  occu- 
pied by  our  subject,  it  being  land  on  which 
Joshua  always  made  his  home.  He  started  in 
life  with  $600.  He  and  a brother  Gideon 
bought  a sloop  styled  “Tradesman,”  and  in 
addition  to  the  specialty  of  raising  potatoes 
themselves,  they  bought  thousands  of  bushels 
from  others,  and  the  “Tradesman"  was  used  in 
transporting  them  to  market.  As  a potato 
raiser,  Joshua  was  a great  success,  two  thousand 
bushels  being  but  an  ordinary  crop.  He  pos- 
sessed great  business  tact  and  foresight,  and 
being  a close  figurer,  prospered  and  accumulated 
a competence.  He  had  the  benefit  of  only  a 
common-school  education,  but  being  shrewd  and 
capable,  endowments  of  nature,  he  soon  ac- 
quired a taste  for  reading  and  became  a well-in- 
formed man.  He  was  affable  and  kind,  and 
although  reticent  and  retiring,  he  had  his  opin- 
ions and  was  true  to  his  convictions,  never 
afraid  to  assert  himself.  He  was  indulgent  to 
bis  family,  and  aided  his  children  in  getting 
started  in  life.  He  was  a good  disciplinarian  in 
the  family,  and  when  occasion  required  it  he 


could  be  stern,  yet  he  was  never  domineering. 
He  and  his  wife  were  both  of  a religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
Church  and  was  prominent  in  its  work.  He  was 
one  of  the  building  committee  that  erected  the 
present  edifice  at  Greenwich.  His  efforts  in  all 
walks  of  life  seemed  to  be  crowned  with  success. 
In  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  speculated  con- 
siderably, giving  up  farming  to  his  sons.  The 
farm  he  divided  among  them,  yet  held  on  to  the 
deed,  feeling  that  he  himself  should  be  at  the 
helm.  His  wife,  a most  estimable  woman,  died 
December  25,  1843,  at  the  age  of  forty-four 
years.  His  death  occurred  September  29,  1866, 
when  he  was  aged  seventy-three  years;  both 
were  buried  in  the  Episcopal  Church  cemetery 
at  Greenwich.  The  children  born  to  this  couple 
were  as  follows:  William  Todd  died  at  Stanwich 
in  advanced  life;  Elthea  married  Silas  M.  Mead, 
of  Greenwich,  a sketch  of  whom  is  given  else- 
where; Rachel  Ann,  the  widow  of  Ezra  B. 
Knapp,  resides  at  Greenwich;  Abram  is  an  agri- 
culturist of  Greenwich;  Augustus  N.  is  our  sub- 
ject, and  is  referred  to  farther  on;  Edgar  died  in 
New  York;  and  Mary  Louise  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years.  These  children  imbibed  the 
good  influence  thrown  around  them  by  their 
Christian  parents,  and  all  became  the  best  of 
citizens — men  and  women  who  reflect  credit  on 
the  community  in  which  they  have  moved. 

Augustus  N.  Reynolds  was  born  June  21, 
1834,  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides  on 
North  Street  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  He  at- 
tended the  North  Street  District  school,  Deborah 
and  Mary  Knapp,  of  Round  Hill,  being  among 
his  teachers.  Later  he  attended  Greenwich 
Academy,  then  under  the  principalship  of  Phil- 
ander Button.  Young  Reynolds  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm,  and  there  remained  until  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  when  he  was  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age,  when  he  wedded  Miss  Martha 
A.  Mills,  of  Clapboard  Ridge,  a daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Maria  (Trowbridge)  Mills,  a sketch 
of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere.  They  went 
to  housekeeping  on  the  home  place,  his  father 
having  built  another  house  for  himself.  Our 
subject,  however,  has  greatly  remodeled  and  im- 
proved the  house  and  farm  buildings  generally, 
made  an  addition  to  the  dwelling  and  built  a 
carriage  house  and  barn.  The  latter  burned 
January  3,  1895,  together  with  some  cattle  and 
much  of  its  contents,  entailing  a great  loss.  The 
barn  Mr.  Reynolds  at  once  rebuilt.  He  has 
been  mainly  through  life  engaged  in  general 
farming;  however,  he  has  at  different  times 
branched  out  into  other  lines.  He  grows  a great 
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many  apples;  also  conducts  a dairy,  wholesaling  Easton  township;  William,  our  subject,  is  men- 
the  milk,  keeping  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  cows,  tioned  more  fully  below;  Henry  is  a merchant  in 
chiefly  Holsteins.  His  farm  is  an  excellent  one,  Ohio;  Elizabeth  (deceased)  married  Moses  A. 
comprising  some  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  Bulkley,  of  Weston;  Mary  (deceased)  never  mar- 

To  his  marriage  with  Miss  Mills  were  born  ried;  Dwight  died  in  childhood;  and  Eli  is  in  the 
children  as  follows:  Elbert  M.,  a farmer  of  employ  of  the  Adams  Express  Company  at 

Fairfield  county,  residing  on  the  home  farm;  Bridgeport. 

Norman  T.,  employed  in  a broker’s  office  in  New  Our  subject  was  born  July  12,  1834,  at  the 
York;  and  Lillie  T.  and  Bertha  M.,  who  both  old  homestead  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  where 
died  in  childhood.  The  mother  of  these  passed  he  grew  to  manhood.  On  completing  the  course 
away  May  12,  1887,  aged  fifty  years,  and  lies  offered  in  the  local  schools,  he  attended  the 
buried  in  the  Episcopal  cemetery  at  Greenwich,  academy  at  Easton,  and  at  an  earjy  age  he  be- 
She  was  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  gan  his  professional  career  by  teaching  in  the  dis- 
and a woman  who  was  esteemed  by  her  large  trict  schools  of  Weston,  Easton,  Fairfield  and 
circle  of  acquaintances.  Mr.  Reynolds  has  also  Westport.  He  then  taught  for  a time  m the 
been  identified  with  that  Church,  and  for  years  high  school  at  East  Bridgeport,  and  in  1869  he 
was  one  of  the  standing  committee.  In  politics  accepted  a position  at  Rockville  Center,  Long 
he  is  a Republican.  Island,  his  work  there  being  so  satisfactory  that 

he  spent  twenty  years  in  that  section,  taking 
charge  of  schools  at  Rockville  Center,  Hewlett  s 

WILLIAM  WAKEMAN.  A rural  life  has  and  Smithville.  In  1882  he  returned  to  this 

many  charms  for  a man  of  culture,  and  it  county,  and  engaged  in  general  farming  at  his 

is  a happy  fate  which  permits  the  retirement  to  present  homestead,  which  contains  seventy-hve 
some  quiet  country  home  when  once  the  strenu-  acres  of  excellent  land.  He  affiliates  with  the 
ous  efforts  of  life's  mid-day  have  passed.  The  Democratic  party  in  politics,  and  since  locating 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  for  many  years  a in  Easton  township  he  has  held  numerous  offices 
prominent  educator  in  Connecticut  and  New  of  trust  and  responsibility,  serving  at  various 
York  State,  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  his  re-  times  as  selectman  and  justice  of  the  peace.  His 
turn  to  the  scenes  and  associations  of  farm  life,  knowledge  of  educational  affairs  has  also  been 
and  his  able  management  of  his  farm  in  Easton  called  into  service  by  his  fellow  citizens,  and  for 
township  shows  that  he  has  not  forgotten  the  a number  of  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
lesson  gained  by  practical  work  on  the  old  home-  local  school  board.  In  1858  he  married  Miss 
stead  during  boyhood.  Eveline  J.  Meeker,  daughter  of  William  Meeker, 

Mr.  Wakeman  is  a member  of  one  of  the  a highly-esteemed  citizen  of  Westport  township, 
well-known  families  of  this  county,  his  grand-  The  only  child  of  this  union,  Georgia  A.,  is  now 
father,  Aaron  Wakeman,  having  been  a success-  the  wife  of  Charles  Jennings,  of  Southport,  Con- 
ful  agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Weston.  This  necticut. 

worthy  citizen  married,  and  had  eight  children:  — 

Charles,  Eli,  Aaron  B.,  Moses,  Sally,  Betsey,  , 

and  two  whose  names  are  not  given.  T?  RE  DERICK  S.  SHELTON,  proprietor  01  a 

Eli  Wakeman,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  Jr  carriage-painting  establishment  in  Long 
in  the  town  of  Weston,  October  24,  1809,  and  Hill,  town  of  Trumbull,  and  tax  collector  of  t a 
was  reared  to  farm  work.  In  early  manhood  town,  is  a native  of  Connecticut,  having  ®e 
he  married  Miss  Delia  M.  Sherwood,  daughter  born  December  22,  1834,  in  the  town  of  Hun 
of  Jeremiah  Sherwood,  a prominent  resident  ington,  Fairfield  county.  . , 

of  the  town  of  Fairfield,  and  soon  afterward  The  Shelton  family  originated  in  Enffa  ’ 
he  settled  upon  a farm  in  that  town,  where  and  all  of  that  name  in  this  country  are  be  iev  « 
his  remaining  years  were  spent,  his  death  occur-  to  be  descendants  of  two  brothers,  Dame  & 
ring  October  13,  1883.  Politically,  he  was  a Richard,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  prior  to  1 W 
Democrat,  and  he  took  an  active  part  in  local  The  ancestral  home  was  at  Shelton,  in 
affairs,  serving  as  assessor  of  the  town  of  Fair-  County  of  Norfolk,  England,  but  the  branch  , 
field  for  a number  of  years.  He  and  his  wife,  the  family  to  which  the  two  brothers  be  ong 
who  died  January  16,  1879,  were  devout  members  had  been  identified  for  some  time  with  per  y 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Of  their  shire.  Richard  Shelton  settled  in  Virginia,  a 
eight  children,  the  eldest,  Herman,  is  now  a his  descendants  are  now  numerous  m 
merchant  tailor  in  Bridgeport;  Amelia  is  the  Southern  States,  the  name  having  been  change ; , 
widow  of  Charles  Sherman,  formerly  a farmer  in  however,  in  some  instances  to  Chilton. 
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located  in  Stratford,  this  county,  at  a place 
known  as  Long  Hill,  while  he  also  owned  large 
tracts  of  land  in  Stamford,  Farmington,  Oxford, 
Woodbury,  Derby,  and  Waterbury,  Conn.  His 
name  appears  among  those  of  the  earliest 
churchmen  of  Stratford,  which  then  included 
Huntington,  and  next  to  the  head  of  the  list  of 
those  who  petitioned  the  Bishop  of  London,  in 
1707,  to  aid  them  against  some  rigid  Presby- 
terians and  Independents  who  had  threatened 
serious  trouble  to  the  petitioners  because  of  the 
visit  to  the  town  of  Stratford  of  a Church 
missionary  who  had  conducted  service  and 
administered  the  sacraments  of  baptism  and  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  The  petition  requested  the 
bishop  to  send  over  as  a missionary  ‘ * an 
exemplary  man  in  conversation,  fluent  in  preach- 
ing, and  able  in  disputation,  that  he  might 
silence  the  cavils  of  the  enemy.”  It  is  also 
recorded  that  in  1722  sixteen  Episcopalians, 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Ripton  (now  Hunt- 
ington), addressed  a paper  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Society  for  the  Propogation  of  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  Parts,  asking  for  a pastor  of  their  own 
or  for  stated  supplies  every  third  Sunday  from 
the  ministers  settled  in  Stratford  and  New 
Haven.  “We  are  emboldened  to  hope  this,” 
say  the  petitioners,  “both  because  we  design  to 
set  apart  a glebe  for  our  spiritual  guide  when  he 
comes,  and  also  because  we  suffer  great  persecu- 
tion for  the  Church’s  sake  from  those  who  have 
t e Civil  power  here,  and  have  made  that  a 
handle  to  grasp  the  Ecclesiastical.”  The 
second  signature  to  this  document  is  that  of 
amel  Shelton,  who  did  not  live  to  see  a 
burch  established  at  Ripton,  while  the  fifteenth 
name  is  undoubtedly  that  of  his  son,  Joseph, 
n • f y°ur>g  man  of  twenty-four.  In  1709, 
amel  Shelton  suffered  imprisonment  for  his 
evotion  to  the  Church  of  England,  and  we  take 
e account  as  given  in  the  Documentary  History 
Z „7’?eC,1.<lUt’  as  Allows:  “They,  the  Inde- 
Fl  • ents’  st‘ll  persisted  with  vigor  to  continue 
meir  persecution,  and  seized  the  body  of  Daniel 
emKt011?1  !?.ls  habitation  or  farm,  being  about 
awav  . 6S  jlst?nt  frorn  the  town,  hurrying  him 
the  ^ owar<fs  *^e  towI>  >n  order  to  carry  him  to 
QUefit:r;y  ga°l- , Passing  by  a house  he  re- 
him  „ a ,m  l*e  might  go  in  and  warm 
eranioJ.  some  refreshments,  which  was 
him  mm  however,  being  in  a hurry,  bid 
time  th  * ? *)ut  l16  desiring  a little  longer 
his  npr ^ barbarously  laid  violent  hands  upon 
back  a“d  flung  his  body  across  a horse’s 
horse  • * tu  ed  ^0r  roPes  *°  tie  him  upon  the 
give  th’eir°t  6- trUt^  °1  which  several  persons  can 
heir  testimony  and  are  ready  when  thereon 


to  be  called  ; and  having  brought  him  to  the 
town  they  immediately  seized  the  bodies  of 
William  Rowlinson  and  Archibald  Dunlap,  and 
carried  them  all  three  to  the  county  gaol,  it  being 
thfc  16th  day  of  January,  1709,  and  there  con- 
fined them  until  such  time  as  they  disbursed 
such  sums  of  money  as  the  gaoler  demanded  of 
them,  which  money  was  last  in  the  hands  of  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  Nathaniel  Gould,  Esq., he 
promising  them  that  the  next  General  Court 
should  hear  and  determine  the  matter,  and  that 
the  money  left  in  his  hands  should  be  disposed  of 
as  the  court  should  order;  and  they  were  at  pre- 
sent released,  being  the  17th  day  of  the  same  in- 
stant." Daniel  Shelton  died  in  January,  1728, 
aged  about  sixty  years.  He  was  married  April  4, 
1692,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Samuel  Welles, 
of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  grandaughter  of 
Hon.  Thomas  Welles,  one  of  the  early  governors 
of  the  Commonwealth.  Nine  children  were  born 
of  this  marriage:  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Joseph, 
Daniel,  Thaddeus,  Samuel,  James,  John  and 
Josiah. 

Samuel  Shelton,  through  whom  is  traced  the 
line  of  descent  in  which  we  are  now  particularly 
interested,  married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Philo  and 
Mehitable  Nichol,  and  had  fourteen  children: 
Mary,  Daniel,  Samuel,  Elizabeth,  David,  Abi- 
gail, Joseph,  Andrew,  Sarah,  Ann,  Josiah,  Philo, 
Isaac  Welles  and  Agur. 

Daniel  Shelton,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  married  in  1760  Mehitable  Shelton, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Shelton,  Jr.,  and  Mary  (Hub- 
bell)  Shelton,  and  they  had  seven  children:  Jane, 
Elizabeth,  Susannah,  Samuel  Frederick,  Elijah 
Daniel,  Avis  Newton  and  Isaac. 

Samuel  Frederick  Shelton,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  married  Eunice  Hannah  Curtiss,  and 
had  six  children:  Samuel  Daniel,  Judson  Curtiss, 
Juline,  Sally,  Hannah  Maria  and  Abigail  Avis. 

Judson  Curtiss  Shelton,  our  subject’s  father, 
married  Miss  Hannah  Lewis. 

Frederick  S.  Shelton,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  passed  his  boyhood  at  Booth  s Hill, 
town  of  Huntington,  attending  the  public  schools 
of  the  locality.  At  Nichols,  in  the  town  of  Trum- 
bull, he  was  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  carriage 
painter,  serving  his  time  with  the  Nichols-Peck 
Company,  remaining  in  their  employ  until  1890,  in 
which  year  he  commenced  the  business  for  his 
own  account  at  Long  Hill,  where  he  has  since 

made  his  home.  . . 

On  May  6,  185 7,  Mr.  Shelton  was  married  in 
Stratford,  Fairfield  county,  to  Miss  Ann  Elizabeth 
Peck,  who  died  in  1874,  leaving  one  child,  Jen- 
nie E.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Shelton  wedded, 
November  21,  1877,  Miss  Sarah  French.  They  are 
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members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Socially,  our 
subject  is  affiliated  with  the  United  American 
Mechanics  at  Long  Hill;  the  Trumbull  Grange, 
and  the  Good  Templars.  In  his  political  predi- 
lections he  is  an  uncompromising  Republican,  is 
.a  member  of  the  town  school  committee,  and  at 
present  is  serving  as  town  tax  collector.  As  a 
useful  and  loyal  citizen  he  has  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 


1PVILBERT.  The  family  of  this  name  have 
long  been  established  in  Connecticut,  and 
none  stands  higher  for  respectability  and  probity. 

Seth  Gilbert,  a cooper  by  trade,  was  known 
to  have  lived  in  Newtown  at  an  early  day,  and 
died  in  Weston  while  passing  his  declining  years 
with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Obadiah  Wheeler.  He 
married  Jane  Gray,  of  Redding,  and  by  her  had 
nine  sons  and  one  daughter.  One  of  the  sons, 
Ichabod,  a carpenter  and  chairmaker  by  trade, 
was  also  a resident  of  Newtown.  He  married 
Tamar  Rowland,  daughter  of  Jabez  and  Sarah 
(Lacey)  Rowland,  and  died  August  4,  1857. 
Their  children  were:  (1)  Jabez.  (2)  Seth,  of 

whom  special  mention  will  presently  be  made. 
(3)  Mary,  who  married  Hiram  Cole,  and  is  now 
deceased.  (4)  Betsey,  who  married  Preston  Dur- 
ant, and  is  deceased.  (5)  Esther,  deceased.  (6) 
Eunice,  who,  October  17,  1839,  married  Zalmon 
Whitlock,  who  was  born  March  1 9, 1 809,  and  died 
February  26,  1892;  two  children  were  born  to 
them — Addison  Myron,  September  19,  1840, 
married,  November  23,  1870,  to  Mary  E.  Stur- 
gess,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Edith;  and 
Sarah  Jane,  June  17,  1842. 

Seth  Gilbert  was  born  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  in 
1800,  attended  the  district  schools  and  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter,  which  he  followed  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  He  used  to  walk  from 
his  home  to  Bethel  in  the  morning,  do  a day’s 
work,  and  walk  back  at  night.  He  spent  the 
last  twelve  years  of  his  life  in  Bethel.  In  Red- 
ding, Conn.,  he  married  Nancy  Sanford,  and 
their  children,  seven  in  number,  were:  Eliza  A., 
married  to  Edwin  Stone,  of  Bethel.  Esther 
Jane,  who  married  (first)  Andrus  Rusco  (she  had 
one  child,  Malvina);  Aaron  S.  Lacey,  her  second 
husband,  is  now  also  deceased.  Eli  W.  (sketch 
of  whom  follows).  Philo.  Julia  M.,  wife  of 
Horace  Wheeler,  of  Bethel.  Fannie,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Henry  A.,  a resi- 
dent of  Bethel.  Seth  Gilbert  was  a Whig  in  his 
political  affiliations,  and  he  was  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  at  Redding. 

Eli  W.  Gilbert  was  born  October  1,  1834, 
in  Newtown,  Conn.,  and  when  twelve  years  old 


was  taken  to  live  with  his  granduncle,  Philo  Gil- 
bert at  Stepney.  There  he  remained  until  he 
was  fifteen  years  old,  after  which  he  worked  on 
a farm  at  Redding  for  a year;  then  on  one  in 
Newtown.  In  the  fall  of  1 85 1 he  began  to  learn 
carpentry  with  Thomas  L.  Sanford,  of  Redding, 
and  in  the  following  year  came  with  Mr.  Sanford 
to  Bethel,  remaining  in  his  employ  till  1854. 
During  the  next  season  he  worked  near  Brewster, 

N.  Y.,  for  a time,  returning  to  Bethel,  and  in 
1858  he  commenced  the  carpentry  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  E.  W.  & P.  Gilbert,  which  part- 
nership existed  until  1870,  when  Henry  A.  Gil- 
bert was  admitted  as  a partner,  the  firm 
name  being  changed  to  Gilbert  Bros.  In 
that  year  they  built  a planing-mill,  which  was 
burned  in  March,  1878,  after  which  the  firm  put 
up  their  present  mill.  They  carry  on  a lumber 
yard  as  well  as  the  planing-mill,  and  do  all  kinds 
of  contract  work.  In  1 890  Henry  A.  retired  from 
the  firm,  and  his  son  William  became  a partner. 

In  1859,  at  Bethel,  Conn.,  Eli  W.  Gilbert 
was  married  to  Samantha  M.  Hoyt,  daughter  0 
Eli  Hoyt,  of  Bethel,  and  a daughter  was  born 
to  them:  Ida  J.,  who  married  Fred  J.  McKenzie, 

and  had  issue — Harvey  G.  and  Daisy  L- , ® 

mother  of  these  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six.  and 
the  children  are  now  living  with  Eli  W.  Gl*"eF' 
Our  subject  is  a member  and  trustee  of  the  M. 
Church  at  Bethel.  He  has  been  a lifelong 
Democrat,  and  has  served  as  selectman,  justice 
of  the  peace,  grand  juryman,  assessor,  warden  0 
the  borough,  and  water  commissioner  (seven 
years).  He  commenced  business  on  a small 
scale,  and  has  steadily  increased  it  until  it  is  no 
one  of  the  best  of  the  kind  in  the  county. 

Henry  A.  Gilbert,  brother  of  Eli  W., 
born  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  Fairfield  lo.. 
Conn.,  July  25,  1846,  and  attended  school  « 
Newtown,  Redding  and  Bethel.  In  1862,  a 
age  of  sixteen,  he  enlisted  in  the  23rd  Gonn'  ' 
I.  The  mustering  officer  refused  to  take  > 
but  the  captain  interceded  for  him,  and  a 
showing  his  strength  by  lifting  Capt.  Sam  Bai  y> 
who  weighed  240  pounds,  he  was  accepte  ■ 
er  serving  in  that  regiment  one  year,  ne 
enlisted,  this  time  in  the  2nd  Rhode  s 
Cavalry.  At  Thibodaux,  La.,  he  was  woundeo, 
taken  prisoner,  paroled,  and  turned  over  0 
Union  lines  at  Donaldsonville,  whence  * 
sent  to  Ship  Island  and  from  there  to  hospi 
New  Orleans.  In  September,  1863,  he  was 
home  with  his  old  regiment.  -tjj 

Having  learned  the  trade  of  carpen  er 
his  brothers,  Eli  W.  and  Philo,  Henry 
1870,  became  a member  of  the  firm  ot  1 
Brothers,  and  remained  in  that  connection 
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1890, when  he  retired  in  favor  of  bis  son,  William 
A.  Since  that  date  he  has  conducted  a fire-in- 
surance and  real-estate  business  at  Bethel.  In 
1866  he  was  married  at  Bethel  to  Elenora  Burr, 
daughter  of  John  G.  Burr,  and  they  have  one 
sons  William  A.,  a sketch  of  whom  follows.  H. 
A.  Gilbert  is  a member  and  trustee  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  at  Bethel.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  has  served  as  registrar  of  voters,  as  town 
treasurer  and  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  has 
settled  many  estates.  Mr.  Gilbert  was  for  six- 
teen years  a member  of  the  Connecticut  National 
Guard  and  was  said  by  an  old  army  officer  to 
have  had  the  best  company  in  his  brigade  at  the 
Centennial  held  in  Philadelphia. 

William  A.  Gilbert,  son  of  Henry  A.,  was 
bornm  Bethel,  February  23,  1867,  and  received 
his  education  in  part  at  the  public  schools  of 
Bethel  in  pan  at  Bridgeport  Business  College. 

withmrh!Kb?yn°°d  dayS  he  has  been  connected 

keene?  f ^ Up  t0  1890  he  was  book- 

keeper  for  the  firm.  In  1886  he  fell  from  a 

building,  owmg  to  a window  casing  giving  way, 

and  was  unconscious  for  four  days,  but  a trip  to 

healtheand VXte"u  VC  TtraVelin&  restor^  him  to 
retS  frd  ,rungih'  In  i89°.  his  father  having 

« Wil,i“  A-  hi” 

ms'Lri.'h"  u4  Jr  '?•  '*9'.  Mr.  Gilbert 
Voorhe«  d He en  ,Voorhees,  daughter  of  John 
them  n»’r  a"u  °ne  cbl!d’  Muriel>  was  born  to 
memhp?  aber  "’  ,894-  Mr.  Gilbert  is  a 

affiliated  °\  the  M’  E'  Church:  >'* 

Bethel  j 'r ^ ,E“reka  ^§0.  F.  & A.  M.,at 
Eureka  Ch/n/*  *Cr!S  sen,or  warden;  and  with 
in  politics  P ^ Danbury'  He  * not  active 


41a 


I Horace  PurdifJ ’t?°f  ^ well'known  firm  of 
Danbury  has  nn!l&  S°.n,’  ,n.surance  agents  at 
of  business  \on?~  ^ ,dentlfied  with  that  line 
city.  He  also  • than  any  other  man  in  that 
enlisted  at  th*»  ” °^1  distinction  of  having 
,end  the  Unbonir  **  cal1  ^r  soldiers  to  de 
and  nothing  but  Jri  tbe  attack  on.Fort  Sumter, 
him  from  further  '°aS  '.njunes>  incapacitating 
him  from  ‘he  fie,d'  Prevented 

Mr.  PurHv  ur  1Df  Untl  tbe  c*ose  °f  the  war. 

11,  1835  a syon  aS,b°rn  at  Danbury,  November 
Purdy  The  fl  Augustus  and  Nancy  (Mills) 
St4  havint  fi  ‘ tCr  WaS  a native  °f  New  York 
at  Somers  T"  th®  hght  March  10,  1811, 
Station,  and  ft?*?*”  C0UDty'  near  Purdy 
The  mother  whn  ath  occurred  March  9,  1885. 

February  /;  Ts8i  MafCh  ,8’  181  '■  died 

4,  1 88 1.  There  were  seven  children 


in  their  family,  viz. : Harriet,  Abigail  (deceased), 
Horace,  John  (deceased),  William  (deceased)’ 
George  and  Isabel. 

Mr.  Purdy’s  youth  was  spent  in  his  native 
town,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools 
until  he  was  fourteen.  For  some  time  after 
leaving  school  he  worked  on  a farm,  and  then 
he  learned  the  hatter's  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  the  long  smouldering  fires  of  secession  and 
rebellion  broke  out,  and  he  offered  his  services  as 
a soldier.  His  company  was  the  first  to  rendezvous 
at  New  Haven  for  the  formation  of  the  1st  Regi- 
ment Conn.  V.  I.,  and  he  subsequently  took  part 
in  the  disastrous  engagement  known  as  the  battle 
of  Bull  Run.  Lieut. -Col.  Daniel  Tyler,  of  this 
regiment,  had  been  appointed  a brigadier-general 
previous  to  this  battle,  during  which  they  were 
under  the  command  of  Lieut-Col.  George  S. 
Burnham.  Mr.  Purdy  served  through  his  term 
of  enlistment,  and,  then,  as  has  been  said,  his 
injuries  compelled  him  to  return  to  the  paths  of 
peace.  He  resumed  his  former  occupation,  and 
after  two  years  went  to  New  York  City,  where 
he  was  in  business  for  a couple  of  years.  In  1870 
he  established  himself  in  Danbury  in  the  insur- 
ance business,  in  which  he  has  been  successfully 
engaged  for  more  than  twenty-seven  years. 

Mr.  Purdy  has  a pleasant  home  at  No.  20 
William  street,  Danbury,  and  his  office  is  No.  18 
adjoining,  both  lots  being  owned  by  him.  He  was 
married  December  3,  1857',  to  Ann  Augusta  Gris- 
wold, daughter  of  Rev.  E.  E.  Griswold  and  his 
wife,  Nancy  Webster.  Rev.  Mr.  Griswold  is  a 
well-known  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  for  more  than  twenty  years  was  a presiding 
elder.  Mr.  Purdy  and  his  wife  have  had  three 
children:  (1)  Edwin  A.  died  in  infancy;  (2) 
George  L. , born  in  1 864,  is  now  in  business  with 
his  father;  he  married  Miss  Lilian  Josephine 
Bilker,  but  they  have  no  children;  (3)  Fannie  G. 
married  Herman  Hirsch,  of  Danbury,  and  has 
two  children:  Lottie  Augusta  and  Julia  Evelyn. 
The  family  is  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Purdy 
are  both  active  members.  In  politics,  he  is 
a steadfast  Republican,  but,  while  taking  an 
active  interest  in  party  work,  he  is  not  a poli- 
tician in  the  ordinary  meaning  of  that  term. 


JOHN  ANSON  STANNIS,  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  is  one  of  Danbury’s  most  highly- 
esteemed  citizens,  and  for  twenty  years  has 
been  the  general  agent  at  that  place  for  the 
Adams  Express  Company. 

Mr.  Stannis  is  a native  of  the  Empire  State, 
having  been  born  at  Rochester,  August  31,  1835. 
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His  father,  the  late  John  Stannis,  was  born  in 
1788,  and  during  the  greater  portion  of  his  life 
resided  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  for  some  years 
he  followed  the  trade  of  millwright,  and  later 
that  of  tinner.  He  was  killed  by  a freight  train 
at  Meriden,  Conn.,  in  1880,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-two  years.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Craw- 
ford, was  born  in  1802,  and  died  in  1869.  Of 
their  twelve  children,  three  died  in  infancy,  the 
others  being:  Mary  L.,  J.  Elizabeth,  Harriet  A., 
James  W.,  Robert  A.,  William  H.,  Frederick  A., 
John  A.  and  Charles  E. 

Mr.  Stannis,  our  subject,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Hartford,  and  on  leaving  the 
high  school  he  was  apprenticed  to  a carriage 
manufacturer  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  he  re- 
mained three  years.  He  then  went  to  Vin- 
cennes, Ind.,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Adams  Express  Company,  but  while  thus  en- 
gaged, Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon,  and  Mr. 
Stannis  promptly  responded  to  the  call  for  sol- 
diers to  defend  the  Union.  On  April  23,  1861, 
he  enlisted  as  fourth  sergeant  in  the  ' ' Old  Post 
Guard,”  which  was  later  incorporated  in  the 
14th  Ind.  Inf.  as  Company  B.  In  June,  1861, 
the  regiment  went  to  the  front,  crossing  the  Ohio 
river  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  to  join  General  Mc- 
Clellan’s forces.  During  that  year  he  took  part 
in  a number  of  skirmishes,  and  in  the  battles  of 
Rich  Mountain  and  Greenbrier.  After  spending 
part  of  the  winter  of  1861-62  at  Cheat  Mountain 
they  had  an  engagement  at  Bloomery  Gap  un- 
der General  Lander,  and  then  swung  round  to 
Winchester  to  take  part,  under  General  Shields, 
in  the  first  battle  of  Winchester  (sometimes 
called  the  battle  of  Kernstown).  From  there 
they  went  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  skirmish- 
ing all  the  way;  and  later,  after  participating  in 
the  battle  at  Port  Republic,  Va.,  June  9,  1862, 
the  regiment  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at 
Harrison’s  Landing,  June,  1862,  and  continued 
to  share  its  fortunes  until  mustered  out  on  June 
30,  1864.  Among  the  important  battles  in  which 
they  were  engaged  we  mention  Antietam,  Chan- 
cellorsville,  Bristow  Station,  Mine  Run,  Get- 
tysburg, Fredericksburg  (where  they  stormed 
the  heights),  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  and 
Cold  Harbor  (where  they  were  ordered  home). 
Mr.  Stannis  received  a flesh  wound  at  Gettys- 
burg, a part  of  his  arm  being  torn  off  by  a shell 
which  burst  almost  in  his  face;  and  at  Antietam 
he  had  some  marvelous  escapes,  as  five  bullets 
went  through  his  clothing  without  touching  his 
skin.  They  each  made  two  holes  in  his  uniform 
as  they  passed  on  their  way,  and  it  seems  almost 
a miracle  that  he  .was  not  injured.  In  this  en- 
gagement Company  B had  but  nine  men  left  out 


of  the  thirty-two  who  went  into  the  battle.  Mr. 
Stannis  .did  not  go  home  with  his  regiment,  hav- 
ing been  detailed  on  special  duty  from  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  to  Petersburg,  Va.  He  received  his 
final  discharge  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  30, 
1864,  with  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant,  to 
which  he  had  been  promoted  after  his  first  year 
of  service. 

On  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Stannis  went  to  his 
father’s  home,  then  located  at  Winsted,  Conn., 
and  on  regaining  his  strength  he  again  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Adams  • Express  Company, 
starting  as  messenger.  He  was  soon  appointed 
route  agent,  a position  which  he  held  twelve 
years,  and  in  February,  1879,  he  took  the  posi- 
tion of  general  agent  at  Danbury. 

In  1868  Mr.  Stannis  married  MissJ.  Eliza- 
beth Wakefield,  daughter  of  Albert  D.  and 
Martha  J.  (Bradley)  Wakefield,  of  Stafford 
Springs,  Conn.  The  only  child  of  this  union 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Stannis  and  his  wile  are 
prominent  socially,  and  he  is  a member  of  Union 
Lodge  No.  40,  F.  and  A.  M. ; Eureka  Chapter 
No.  23,  R.  A.  M.  ; Wooster  Council  No.  28,  K. 

andS.  M.,  in  which  he  is  treasurer;  Crusader 

Commandery  No.  10,  K.  T.,  of  which  he  is 
treasurer;  Nelson  L.  White  Post  No.  18,  G.  A. 
R.,  in  which  he  is  senior  vice  commander;  En- 
campment No.  1 14,  Union  Veteran  Legion,  0 
which  he  is  colonel;  Progressive  Lodge  No.  i», 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is  treasurer;  Paugussett 
Tribe  No.  3,  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men;  and 
Danbury  Lodge  No.  2781,  Knights  of  Honor. 
In  the  last  named  order  he  holds  the  rank  o • 
R.,  and  he  is  a Past  Grand  Dictator  of  the  State 
organization.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Repu 
ilcan. 


fPVEORGE  P.  BIDWELL  belongs  to  a family 
that  has  long  been  connected  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  this  State,  and  his  grea 
grandfather,  Abner  Bidwell,  was  a farmer  a 
Watertown.  Norman  A.  Bidwell,  the  gran 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Watertown, 
but  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  was  spen 
Oxford,  this  State.  He  married  Miss  Rebec 
Steele,  a daughter  of  Daniel  Steele,  and  a 
scendant  of  Governor  Bradford,  of  Connec  ic  ■ 
Three  children  were  born  of  this  union:  Ge  g 

A. ; Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Harry  Broo  s, 
carpenter  by  trade;  and  Frederick,  a musi 
residing  in  Meriden,  Connecticut.  , r 

George  A.  Bidwell  was  born  in  Oxford 
1 826,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Huntington- 
early  manhood  he  followed  the  machinist  s 
at  Waterbury  and  Meriden,  but  later  he  e 
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an  engineer,  and  in  1864  he  removed  to  the  town 
of  Huntington  and  purchased  a farm  which  he 
has  since  conducted.  For  some  years  after  com- 
ing to  Huntington  he  also  held  the  position  of 
engineer  in  a factory  at  Derby.  His  estimable 

i?i'pHTarnet  (sPhelp5)’  who  Passed  t0  the  “"seen 
hfein  June,  1893,  was  a native  of  Winchester 

Conn  and  was  a daughter  of  Daniel  Phelps,  a 
thr^  IZ  ™e/\  They  Were  the  Parents  of 

Robert  T T^t-  (0  He’e"  R-  wb°  carried 
H I Latt'n-  a son  of  Lyman  Lattin,  of 

where  hi  “‘’i  ‘h7  D0W  reside  at  Meriden 
Mm  ® w ®mPloyed  as  superintendent  of  the 
Manufacturing  Company;  (2)  Abbie  L 

who  mar  d Frederick  LP  LyoUis  T *rL’r 

near  Winchester;  and  (3)  George  P. 

. George  P.  Bid  well  was  born  April  t ,8e, 

& 5SS 

leavingsch001  hZS 

hasdett^h^auenr656?4  h°mestead'  wbere  he 
crops.  He  is  a Demn"  ^ the  ra',s‘ng  of  general 

po"Ue'’  “d  »* 

Miss  Amand^M^H  manied 

school  at  Sheltnn  ’ H-  ’ novv  attending 

from  one  of  the  ni<i  rS'f  Rldwe^  's  descended 
and  her  great-era^Hf  Tk  fa?“iles  of  Huntington, 
father,  grand- 

Hubbe]]  all  folW^r  '-3  father-  Charles 

whose  maiden  ^™  Her  mother, 

a daughter  of  Wil'iam  Shelt*^  °U^  F belton’  was 
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r~  -an  h,v. 
une  as  has  this  In  ! , J the,r  Pursuit  of  fort- 
* a lumblr  dS  ^^^f^^tof  Danbury. 
dealer,  and  as  a nro™?  I3  rer’  rea]-estate 
movements  which  frT  ***  i°f  vanous  important 
P^Hc  than  to  himself  h°  fSS  beneficial  to  the 
fm°ng  the  business  menh%hfif  T”  3 high  P]a« 

"t^rwr";in4“°,“  b*  ’°*mi 

Isaac  Ives,  his  gra^dfartJ161'  o{  our  subject,  and 
?f  Ives  & White6  were  !hCrfi  members  of  the  firm 
? New  York  City  and  kf  ^ rwho!esale  hatters 

the  first  savings  bank  In  father  established 

6 Dk  ln  Danbury,  furnishing  all 


tToPnPervSf0rehe  **£  ^ ^ even  ‘he  sta- 

New  YorkCftvrge  b°rn  in  ,8o°-  in 

26  1 86a  CHy’  rd  dwd  1D  Danbury,  December 
20,  1864.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  Hotchkiss  CWil- 

and)^dS'rWaSb0rn  in  Clinton>  Conn  In  K 

and  died  January  4,  ^99,  at  the  advanced  age  of 

ninety  y^  ^ had  five  chjldreD ; “ 

Lvmj  ISnaCRW‘ ; Sarah  Amelia-  wife  of  Judge 
Lyman  D.  Brewster,  of  Danbury;  Elizabeth,  who 
died  m childhood;  and  George  E.,  deceased. 

6 ,8aaC  ^ lves  Jwas  born  in  Danbury,  May 
O,  1835,  and  was  educated  there,  attending  the 
public  schools  and  the  academy,  and  pursuing  a 
special  course  under  Prof.  Benedict  Starr.  On 
eaving  school  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went 

sb-e^Wnffi°rk  C’t{'tand  was  emPloyed  in  a Wall 
street  office  until  he  was  twenty-one,  when  he 

engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Danbury,  oc- 
cupying the  land  between  Ives  street  and  the 
bridge  on  the  south  side  of  White  street.  After 
twenty-five  years  in  this  business,  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  manufacture  of  hat  cases  by  a 
new  process  of  which  he  was  the  originator.  He 
started  three  factories  in  Danbury  and  Bethel 
under  the  title  of  the  Danbury  & Bethel  Hat 
Case  Company.  The  result  of  this  undertaking 
was  to  reduce  the  price  of  hat  cases  in  ninety 
days  from  forty  dollars  per  thousand  to  twenty 
dollars,  which  price  has  been  maintained  till  the 
present  day,  although  the  material  and  labor 
cost  the  same.  Mr.  Ives  originated  the  idea  of 
having  the  hat  manufacturers  combine  together 
in  a joint-stock  company  to  do  various  parts  of 
the  business  which  are  ordinarily  done  by  differ- 
ent parties  (at  good  profits)  outside  of  the  factory 
(many  of  which  have  made  more  than  the  man- 
ufacturers themselves),  such  as  hat-cases  and 
racks,  paper  boxes  and  rings,  hat  blocks  and 
flanges,  sky  vers  and  leathers,  printing  tips,  etc., 
all  of  which  to  be  assembled  and  manufactured 
under  one  management,  the  manufacturers  them- 
selves being  joint  owners  and  customers.  This 
would  yield  an  immense  profit,  and  give  them 
this  benefit  over  other  manufacturers  in  other 
hatting  centers.  Mr.  Ives  has  the  proud  dis- 
tinction of  originating  and  the  satisfaction  of 
living  to  see  the  realization  of  his  invention 
materialized  in  the  immense  and  thriving  indus- 
try known  under  the  name  of  the  Clark  Box 
Company,  where  all  of  the  above  named  variety 
of  materials  are  manufactured,  owned  by  and  run 
in  the  combined  interests  of  the  manufacturers 
of  the  town,  it  being  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in 
the  United  States  or  in  the  world.  The  plant  is 
an  immense  one  with  a four-story  factory,  four 
hundred  feet  long  and  proportionately  wide, 
thoroughly  fitted  and  equipped  with  every  facil- 
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ity,  with  improved  inventions  and  machinery  for 
all  of  the  various  kinds  of  work,  turning  it  out  in 
large  quantities.  The  business  is  so  systema- 
tised that  it  runs  like  one  immense  mass  of 
mechanism,  running  on  full  time  every  day  in  the 
year.  Mr.  Ives  built  the  Clark  Box  shop  upon 
land  which  he  originally  paid  $3,000  for,  and 
his  father-in-law,  Lyman  Keeler,  a director  in 
the  Danbury  Bank,  and  a man  of  large  means 
and  high  standing  in  finance,  said  that  if  that 
was  the  way  he  (Mr  Ives)  “was  going  to  fool 
away  his  money,  ” he  could  not  have  any  of  his 
to  throw  away.  The  result  of  this  purchase 
showed,  however,  the  rare  foresight  and  shrewd- 
ness of  Mr.  Ives,  as  in  1894  he  sold  the  prop- 
erty to  the  consolidated  railroad  for  eight 
thousand  dollars  ! 

In  1887  Mr.  Ives  went  out  of  the  hat-box 
manufacturing  business,  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged five  years,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
given  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of  his 
real  estate.  In  1887  he  laid  out  and  built 
Keeler  street  and  donated  it  to  the  city,  the 
grading,  curbing  and  sewering  alone  costing  ten 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  land  itself  being  worth 
thirty  thousand  dollars  more.  It  is  eight  hun- 
dred feet  long  and  is  centrally  located,  being  the 
main  approach  to  the  east  end  of  the  town.  All 
the  buildings  on  the  street  have  been  built  by 
Mr.  Ives,  who  has  erected  more  buildings  of 
various  kinds  for  his  own  use  than  any  other  in- 
dividual in  the  city.  He  has  been  the  largest 
borrower  in  the  location,  having  carried  an  in- 
debtedness of  nearly  one-third  of  a million  dol- 
lars for  years.  His  name  appears  on  the  town 
records  for  those  years  oftener  than  any  other 
man  in  Danbury,  his  name  covering  pages  of 
the  index.  One  notable  real-estate  deal  was 
the  transfer  of  a house,  which  he  had  built  for 
himself,  to  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  (then  the  trustee 
for  the  “ General  Rawlins  Fund  ”)  for  the  use  of 
that  General’s  widow.  The  price  was  $11,000, 
and  Mr.  Ives  received  from  General  Grant  checks 
for  the  full  amount.  Mr.  Ives  purchased  the 
first  manufactured  lumber  that  was  ever  shipped 
by  rail  from  the  mills  in  Michigan  to  any  point 
east  of  the  Ohio,  his  first  order  being  forty  car- 
loads. Previously  all  lumber  had  been  shipped 
in  the  rough,  or  undressed,  and  transported  by 
water  on  the  lakes  and  canals.  At  that  time 
there  were  neither  steam-mills  nor  steam-drying 
kilns  for  making  lumber  in  the  various  forms  for 
uSe  whereas  now  it  nearly  all  is  “manufact- 
ured ” and  shipped  almost  entirely  by  rail. 
Since  then  there  have  been  millions  upon  mil- 
lions invested  in  it.  Mr.  Ives  was  really  the 
pioneer  in  shipping  the  first  lumber  (partly 


“manufactured”)  by  rail  from  Michigan  east  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Ives  is  the  originator  and  sole  promoter 
of  the  proposed  railroad  link  to  connect  Danbury 
at  Goldens  Bridge  with  the  Harlem  (which  is  the 
branch  of  an  approach  to  New  York  City  of  the 
great  New  York  Central),  this  point  being  on  a 
direct  (“bee”)  line  to  New  York  City.  When 
the  D.  & N.  road  was  built  it  was  laid  out  with 
“tide  water”  as  the  object  point  (to  obtain 
cheap  but  slow  freight)  instead  of  New  York  City 
direct.  This  was  before  steam  had  superseded 
water  transportation,  and  now  in  its  turn  elec- 
tricity takes  the  place  of  steam,  and  mileage  is 
more  and  more  a consideration  in  effecting  speed 
and  frequency  of  communication.  Danbury  has 
always  suffered  (perhaps  unknowingly)  for  the  need 
of  “up-to-date”  (freight  and  passenger)  trans- 
portation facilities,  without  which  no  business 
center  can  grow  or  even  exist.  It  is  solely  and 
entirely  dependent  upon  one  single  but  great 
monopoly  for  all  transportation  facilities  without 
any  kind  of  completion. 

The  hatting  industry  has  especial  need  of  fre- 
quent and  rapid  transportation  with  New  York 
City  (even  hourly  as  well  as  daily)  which  this 
proposed  link  only  could  furnish.  All  of  the 
various  supplies  come  directly  from  there,  and 
most  of  the  manufactured  products  go  there. 
Promptness  and  quick  delivery  both  ways  are 
essential  to  the  industry,  and  this  is  especially  a 
peculiarly  needed  requirement  of  the  business. 
By  this  proposed  “ Ives  link  ” supplies  of  all  kinds 

can  be  received  (in  answer  to  telephone  calls)  at 
different  times  during  each  day  instead  of  requir- 
ing one,  two,  or  even  three  days,  under  the  pres- 
ent regime.  It  now  remains  to  be  seen  what 
attitude  the  influential  financial  element  of  the 
town  will  assume,  as  it  is  largely  in  their  power 
to  help  in  its  construction  or  (as  before)  its  de- 
struction. If  this  important  project  to  the  city 
and  community  is  consummated  it  will  be  another 
monument  (as  is  Keeler  street  and  the  Clark 
Box  industry)  to  the  enterprise  and  public  spirit 
ot  its  projector. 

Mr.  Ives  married  Miss  Emily  D.  Keeler, 
daughter  of  Lyman  and  Maria  (Forrester)  Keeler, 
and  a lady  of  rare  qualities  of  mind  and  heart. 
She  died  in  1 885,  leaving  one  son,  George  For- 
rester, who  married  Miss  Jennie  Howes,  a daugh- 
ter of  Egbert  Howes,  of  Howes’  London  Show. 


OLIVER  D.  MEAD,  a prosperous  agriculturist 
residing  at  Field  Point,  in  the  town  0 
Greenwich,  is  one  of  most  highly-respected  citi- 
zens of  the  county,  the  sturdy  virtues  of  his  pi* 
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oneer  ancestry  being  well  exemplified  in  his 
character  and  in  his  successful  though  quiet 
career. 

Mr.  Mead  was  born  December  29,  1842,  in 
the  village  of  Greenwich,  and  is  of  the  eighth 
generation  in  direct  descent  from  John  Mead  (1), 
the  noted  pioneer  [other  authorities  say  William], 
the  line  of  descent  being  traced  through  John,  a 
son  of  the  pioneer,  Ebenezer  (1),  Ebenezer  (2), 
Jared,  Daniel  S.  (1),  and  Daniel  S.  (2),  the 
father  of  our  subject.  The  latter  is  still  living 
(1898)  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven,  and 
is  an  honored  resident  of  the  town  of  Greenwich. 
His  estimable  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Huldah  Mead,  died  in  1882,  and  of  their  ten 
children  six  are  deceased.  Our  subject,  who  is 
the  fourth  child  and  second  son  of  this  worthy 
couple,  now  manages  his  father’s  extensive  prop- 
erty in  addition  to  his  own  business. 

During  his  youth  Oliver  D.  Mead  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  agricultural  affairs  through 
practical  work  upon  the  home  farm,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  the  town. 
His  first  teacher,  Miss  Rachel  Weed,  conducted 
a school  on  the  lower  floor  of  a building  used  as 
a carpenter  shop,  but  after  securing  his  elemen- 
tary training  he  attended  the  academy  at  Green- 
wich, then  presided  over  by  Philander  Button, 
assisted  by  Miss  Lyzetta  Peck.  Mr.  Mead  was 
married  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  to  Miss  Cor- 
nelia Scofield,  daughter  of  William  Scofield,  a 
well-known  resident  of  Greenwich.  In  1882  he 
removed  to  his  present  homestead  at  Field  Point. 
This  place  was  then  a portion  of  a large  estate 
belonging  to  Oliver  Mead,  a relative,  who  was 
well  advanced  in  life,  and  who  made  our  subject 
one  of  his  heirs  in  recognition  of  the  latter’s 
thoughtful  and  considerate  care  of  him  during  his 
last  years.  Mr.  Mead  is  a good  manager,  cau- 
tious and  conservative,  yet  energetic  in  following 
a course  once  decided  upon,  and  he  attends 
strictly  to  the  work  at  hand  in  a quiet  and  busi- 
ness-like way.  His  integrity  is  unquestioned,  his 
word  being  "as  good  as  his  bond"  anywhere, 
and  he  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  the  county.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Green- 
wich, and  while  he  is  not  a politician  he  is  a firm 
supporter  of  the  principles  and  policy  of  the 
Republican  party.  Of  his  three  children,  the  eld- 
est, Cora  A.,  married  A.  R.  Guy,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  and  Olive  M.  and  Lydia  S.  are  at  home. 

The  late  Oliver  Mead  was  born  in  1800  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  our  snbject,  which  was 
built  in  1793.  He  resided  there  throughout  his 
life,  and  he  died  there  in  1887  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven  years.  He  was  much  esteemed  in 
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the  community  for  his  excellent  qualities  of 
character,  and  although  he  was  not  formally 
connected  with  any  religious  society,  he  gave 
liberally  to  any  worthy  cause,  and  at  his  death 
left  a substantial  sum  of  money  to  Church  work 
in  his  locality.  He  was  a son  of  Zophar  Mead 
and  grandson  of  Capt.  Abram  Mead,  an  officer  in 
the  Revolutionary  army,  who  settled  in  the 
vicinity  of  Indian  Harbor  at  an  early  date,  and 
engaged  in  business  as  a potter.  Captain  Mead 
had  several  children, among  whom  were  two  sons, 
Isaac  and  Zophar,  and  for  these  he  purchased 
two  farms  at  Field  Point.  Some  of  the  descend- 
ants of  Isaac  are  living  in  this  county,  but  none 
of  the  other  children  of  the  gallant  Captain  are 
now  represented  among  the  family.  Zophar 
married  Huldah  Mead,  and  had  children,  only 
one  of  whom  married.  The  homestead  of  our 
subject  lies  to  the  south  of  the  other  farm  pur- 
chased by  Captain  Mead,  is  a valuable  estate, 
and  comprised  of  one  hnndred  and  fifty  acres  of 
of  fertile  land,  peninsular  in  form,  with  over  a 
mile  of  coast.  It  is  noted  for  the  beauty  of  its 
location,  being  situated  in  the  most  picturesque 
part  of  the  township,  and  one  of  the  most  attract- 
ive features  is  the  famous  "Round  Island,"  its 
breezes,  shades  and  pleasant  beaches  free  to  all 
who  come.  The  long  slope  toward  the  Sound 
affords  charming  views  of  rolling  hills  and  spark- 
ling waters,  and  traveling  inland  a summit  is 
reached,  with  Belle  Haven  in  the  valley  below. 


ORNELIUS  J.  DE  WITT,  a prosperous 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Wilton,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Eastchester,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y., 
June  10,  1856.  Having  secured  his  education  in 
his  native  village  he  went  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  and 
there  for  a time  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, and  later  he  followed  farming  in  Wilton, 
Conn.  While  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  fire  department  of  the  city.  When  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion  came  on  he  enlisted  as  a 
drummer  boy  in  Company  D,  Third  New  Jersey 
Militia,  and  retired  as  first  lieutenant,  having 
passed  up  through  all  the  intermediate  ranks  in 
his  company.  Politically,  he  has  always  been  a 
strong  Democrat,  but  has  never  aspired  to  public 
office.  He  married  Miss  Margaret  E.  Kilty,  who 
was  born  January  4,  1854,  the  marriage  taking 
place  July  5,  1881.  Mrs.  De  Witt  is  a daughter 
of  Peter  and  Mary  (McCarthy)  Kilty.  The  names 
with  dates  of  birth  of  the  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  De  Witt  are  as  follows:  Alice  W. , May 
6,  1882;  William  A.,  January  17,  1884;  Florence 
M.,  May  28,  1887,  and  Estella,  May  7,  1889. 

Tjerck  Claeszen  De  Witt,  great-great-great- 
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great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Grootholt,  Zunderlandt,  and  was  the  first  of  his 
family  to  come  to  America.  The  earliest  infor- 
mation concerning  him  that  is  obtainable  is  con- 
tained in  the  marriage  register  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  in  New  York.  This  information 
is  to  the  effect  that  on  April  24,  1656,  he  mar- 
ried Barbara  Andriezzan,  Van  Amsterdam,  and 
that  he  resided  in  the  city  of  New  Amsterdam 
until  after  the  birth  of  his  eldest  son,  Andries, 
when  he  removed  to  Wiltwyck,  now  a part  of 
Kingston,  and  there  Mr.  De  Witt  remained  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  February  17,  1 700. 
He  and  his  wife  had  the  following  children: 
Andries,  Tjerck,  Jan,  Jacob,  Lucas,  Peek, 
Kjaatze,  Janetje,  Gertruy,  Rachael,  Marietje, 
and  Aaghie.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
July  6,  1714. 

Andries  De  Witt,  great-great-great-grandfa- 
ther  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Kingston,  was 
there  educated  and  was  there  married  to  Janatfe 
Egbertson,  March  7.  1682. 

John  De  Witt,  son  of  Peter  De  Witt,  and 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Kingston,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  there  obtained  his 
primary  education,  and  afterward  studied  the- 
ology, becoming  an  ordained  minister  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  at  Kingston,  N.  Y. 
Shortly  after  his  marriage  he  established  his  resi- 
dence at  Crum  Elbow  Creek,  in  Charlotte  pre- 
cinct, now  Staatsburg,  where  his  children  were 
born.  In  1804  he  moved  to  Albany,  and  in  1806 
he  removed  from  Albany  to  Newburg,  Orange 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 
In  1773  he  married  Miss  Catharine  Van  Vliet, 
by  whom  he  had  fourteen  children,  one  of  whom, 

Peter  De  Witt,  was  the  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Peter  De  Witt  was  born 
at  Crum  Elbow  Creek,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y., 
April  19,  1780,  and  there  he  received  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools.  Later  he 
graduated  from  the  law  department  of  Columbia 
College,  and  afterward  practiced  law  in  New 
York  most  of  his  life,  devoting  his  entire  ener- 
gies to  his  profession.  In  June,  1807,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  jenat  Gosman,  daughter  of  George 
and  Jenat  Gosman.  The  children  born  to  this 
marriage  were  thirteen  in  number,  one  of  whom, 

William  Andrew  De  Witt,  was  the  father  of 
the  subject.  He  was  born  July  31,  1830,  and 
died  November  2,  1863.  He  was  a native  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  was  educated  there,  first  in 
private  schools,  and  afterward  graduated  from 
Columbia  College.  Then  studying  law,  for  the 
benefit  a knowledge  of  the  law  would  be  to  him 
in  business,  he  established  a wholesale  and  im- 
porting business  in  New  York  under  the  firm 


name  of  De  Witt  & Benjamin,  the  business  con- 
sisting of  the  importation  and  sale  at  wholesale 
of  spices,  liquors,  etc.,  on  Front  street.  The 
business  of  this  firm  was  very  extensive,  and  was 
conducted  by  them  for  many  years.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat,  and  at  one  time  he  was  col- 
lector of  internal  revenue  for  the  Port  of  New 
York;  socially,  he  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity.  He  married  Miss  Amelia  Duncan, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Duncan  and  Hester  (Par- 
rett),  the  former  a cousin  of  Bishop  Parrett, 
and  by  this  marriage  he  had  the  following  chil- 
dren, their  names,  with  dates  of  birth,  etc., 
being:  William  A.,  Jr,,  July  29,  1851;  Freder- 

ick N.,  June  30.  1852;  Thomas  D.,  October29, 
1853;  Cornelius  J.,  June  10,  1856;  Amelia  D„ 
April  5,  1858,  died  June  12,  1863;  Alfred,  Sep- 
tember 2,  i860,  died  June  17,  1863;  and  Peter, 
June  20,  1861,  died  June  14,  1863.  Of  this 
family, 

William  A.,  Jr.,  was  born  in  New  York,  edu- 
cated there,  and  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  in  Buffalo,  where  heaisohas 
large  planing-mills.  Frederick  N.  was  also  edu- 
cated in  New  York,  afterward  studied  law  there, 
and  went  west,  serving  in  Marion  county  as 
deputy  auditor  and  deputy  treasurer  for  many 
years.  He  married  Miss  Abigail  Bishop,  of 
Marion,  Ohio,  by  whom  he  had  no  children.  He 
was  a thirty-third-degree  Mason.  He  died  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1895.  Thomas  D.  is  a graduate  of  a 
New  York  business  college,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  and  retail  coal  trade  in  New  York, 
which  has  been  his  business  so  far  throughout  bis 
life.  He  married  Amelia  P.  Hammond,  of  Sears- 
dale,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of 
Judge  Hammond,  of  New  York.  To  this  mar- 
riage there  have  been  born  the  following  children: 
William  Archie,  George  G.,  Lucy,  Amelia  P., 
Grace  and  Thomas. 

Peter  Kilty,  father  of  our  subject’s  wife,  was 
born  May  25,  1820.  Mary  McCarthy,  his  wife, 
was  born  in  Canada,  November  1,  1825,  and  they 
were  married  November  20,  1852.  Peter  Kilty 
was  a soldier  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  while  w 
Mexico  was  taken  ill  with  yellow  fever,  from 
which  he  did  not  recover  for  about  six  months. 
After  the  close  of  that  war  he  went  to  Canada, 
where  he  remained  a few  years.  He  and  his  wife 
were  married  in  Chicago,  where  their  daughter 

Margaret  E.  was  born,  and  previous  to  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  removed  to 

Manitou  county,  Mich.,  and  there  became  a 
farmer.  About  1 868  Margaret  E.  Kilty  returned 
to  Chicago,  and  some  time  later  went  to  Colo- 
rado, where  she  and  Cornelius  J.  DeWitt  were 
married. 
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WILLIAM  H.  REDMAN,  who  owns  a 

handsome  residence  in  the  attractive 

town  of  Riverside,  located  on  Long  Island 
Sound,  in  Fairfield  county.  Conn.,  is  one  of  the 
many  retired  business  men  of  New  York  City 
who  have  chosen  this  delightful  region  as  a rest- 
ing place  after  a busy  commercial  career,  and 
found  it  the  ideal  spot  for  a life  of  enjoyable 
quietude  and  comfort.  The  locality,  naturally 
healthful  and  beautiful,  has  been  enhanced  from 
year  to  year  by  the  various  wealthy  men  who 
have  taken  up  their  residence  here,  building  lux- 
urious dwellings  and  sparing  neither  pains  nor 
expense  to  make  their  homes  and  surroundings 
all  that  heart  could  wish  in  the  way  of  comfort 
and  beauty.  Mr.  Redman  has  been  prominent 
among  this  class  since  his  removal  here  in  1890 
from  New  York  City,  where  he  passed  all  his 
previous  years,  having  been  born  there  in  1835 
at  No.  185  Hester  street,  where  the  Redman 
family  had  their  home  for  years. 

The  Redmans  are  of  English  extraction,  and 
the  progenitor  of  the  branch  to  which  our  sub- 
ject belongs  came  to  America,  in  1680,  from 
Yorkshire,  England,  settling  on  land  now  em- 
braced in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  city 
and  also  in  Trenton,  N.  J.,  many  of  his  descend- 
ants are  yet  living.  His  son.  Thomas  Redman, 
was  born  in  1684  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  1706.  From  ancient  records  are  gleaned 
the  following:  In  1721  the  Assembly  passed  the 

law  regulating  party  walls  in  Philadelphia,  which 
is  in  force  to-day,  and  Thomas  Redman  was  one 
of  four  to  be  the  first  regulators.  On  May  1, 
1729,  the  House  took  into  consideration  the  ne- 
cessity of  a house  for  the  Assembly  of  the  Prov- 
ince to  meet  in;  appropriated  ,£2,000;  on  Octo- 
ber 15,  1730,  purchase  of  grounds  was  made; 
1732  ground  was  broken  and  the  work  divided  to 
the  different  trades.  John  Parsons  and  Thomas 
Redman  were  the  stone  masons  and  cellar  dig- 
gers. Some  of  the  bricklaying  was  done  by  this 
firm.  This  building,  at  first  called  the  “State 
House,”  has  been  known  for  years  as  “Inde- 
pendence Hall." 

Mr.  Redman’s  father,  Charles  H.  Redman, 
was  born  in  1798,  in  Trenton,  N.  J.,  the  eldest 
of  the  two  children  of  Samuel  and  Susannah 
Redman,  viz. : Charles  H.  and  Wolloston.  He 
was  reared  in  Trenton,  and  there  received  his 
education,  which  was  gained  in  a six-months’  at- 
tendance at  the  public  schools,  but  he  was  a man 
of  extraordinary  business  capacity  and  force  of 
character,  and  his  success  in  life  was  an  unusual 
one.  As  his  father  died  when  he  was  thirteen 
years  old,  leaving  the  family  in  any  but  comfort- 
able circumstances,  he  was  obliged  to  go  “ into 


the  harness”  at  an  early  age  to  help  support 
them,  and  he  was  still  in  his  “teens"  when  he 
went  to  New  York  City  and  entered  the  shop  of 
his  uncle,  Jesse  Redman,  as  an  apprentice,  the 
uncle  being  a “ cedar  " cooper  and  the  pioneer 
in  his  line  in  the  metropolis.  Mr.  Redman 
picked  up  the  business  rapidly,  and  displayed 
such  unusual  interest  in  it  that  it  was  not  many 
years  before  he  succeeded  his  uncle,  the  latter  re- 
tiring, and  with  no  capital  but  ambition  and  un- 
tiring energy  set  himself  to  work  to  establish  a 
profitable  trade.  He  toiled  early  and  late,  and 
at  the  first,  when  he  was  able  to  fill  all  orders 
himself,  he  not  only  did  that,  but  also  carried 
the  finished  product  to  market  on  his  shoulder 
and  brought  the  raw  material — large  cedar  tim- 
bers— to  the  shop  in  the  same  manner.  His 
business  grew,  however,  from  a merely  local  one 
until  he  had  customers  as  far  south  as  the  Caro- 
linas,  and  he  gave  employment  to  a large  force 
of  men,  continuing  until  1844,  when  he  retired. 
Having  given  his  undivided  attention  to  business 
up  to  this  time,  Mr.  Redman  decided  to  travel 
for  some  time,  and  after  the  death  of  his  wife  he 
had  no  permanent  home  until  the  marriage  of  his 
daughter,  Harriet,  after  which  he  lived  with  her. 
Although  he  had  abandoned,  practically,  his 
business  affairs,  Mr.  Redman  would  never  have 
been  content  to  live  a life  of  idle  leisure,  and  he 
looked  after  the  interests  of  his  large  estate — 
which  at  his  death  amounted  to  half  a million — 
in  person,  in  this  connection  acting  as  director  in 
various  banks  and  companies,  viz.:  The  Old 
Bowery  Bank,  the  Butchers  & Drovers  Bank,  the 
Pacific  Bank,  the  Broadway  Insurance  Co.  and 
the  Park  Insurance  Co.  He  had  a large  number 
of  tenants,  in  his  dealings  with  all  of  whom  he 
was  kind  and  considerate,  canceling  many  an  un- 
paid rent  bill,  and  such  a thing  as  an  eviction 
was  unknown  among  them.  He  was  active  and 
well  preserved  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  in 
1878,  when  he  was  thrown  from  a wagon  and 
sustained  injuries  to  his  hip  which  proved  fatal. 
Mr.  Redman  was  a remarkable  man,  and  had 
many  sterling  qualities  of  head  and  heart  which 
endeared  him  to  all  who  knew  him.  His  up- 
rightness and  integrity  were  displayed  in  all  his 
business  dealings,  and  he  was  highly  respected 
by  his  associates  in  any  of  the  relations  of  life. 
Reared  in  the  Quaker  faith,  to  which  his  parents 
and  forefathers  also  adhered,  he  was  always  a 
devoutly  religious  man,  and  after  his  marriage  he 
attended  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  belonged,  though  he  never  joined  himself. 
However,  he  took  a deep  interest  in  Church  and 
benevolent  enterprises,  acted  as  trustee  of  the 
Church,  and  was  an  early  member  of  the  Me- 
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chanics  Society,  now  called  the  Mechanics  In- 
stitute, on  the  library  committee  of  which  he 
served  for  years.  He  was  unostentatious  and  re- 
tiring in  his  manner,  but  nevertheless  he  num- 
bered among  his  circle  of  acquaintances  many  of 
New  York’s  best  citizens,  and  he  was  well  known 
for  a man  of  his  habits  and  tastes.  Politically 
he  was  a Whig. 

Mr.  Redman  was  married  in  New  York  City 
to  Miss  Mary  A.  Tappan,  who  was  a native  of 
that  place,  belonging  to  one  of  the  old  families, 
and  died  in  1 843,  leaving  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: James  H.;  William  H..  whose  name  in- 
troduces these  lines;  Joseph,  who  died  in  New 
York,  leaving  a family;  Angeline  A.,  living  in 
New  York,  who  is  the  widow  of  Charles  Bell; 
and  Harriet,  who  married  Richard  Stillwell,  and 
died  in  New  York  leaving  a family  of  seven  chil- 


Mr.  Redman  has  been  twice  married.  His 
present  wife  was  Miss  Beulah  Howells,  who  was 
born  October  6,  1854,  in  Freeport,  111.,  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  Charles  and  Louisa  Odlin 
Howells,  who  had  seven  children — three  sons 
and  four  daughters.  The  family  removed  from 
Freeport,  to  Madison,  Wis.,  during  Mrs.  Red- 
man’s infancy,  and  thence  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
where  they  resided  during  the  period  of  the  Civil 
war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howells  now  live  at  Baltus- 
roll,  N.  J.  He  is  an  inventor.  Two  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Redman,  Will- 
iam  H.,  Jr.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Laurence, 
who  is  still  with  them.  Mr.  Redman  s political 
sympathies  are  with  the  Democrats,  but  he  is  not 
bound  by  party  ties,  and  he  voted  for  McKinley, 
at  the  last  Presidential  election.  He  takes  no 
part  in  politics  beyond  casting  his  ballot. 


dren. 

In  1816  Mr.  Redman  joined  the  military 
organization  then  known  as  the  Eleventh  Regi- 
ment of  Artillery,  in  New  York  City,  and  re- 
tained his  membership  until  1844,  during  which 
time  all  his  enthusiasm  seemed  to  center  in 
military  matters,  and  few  if  any  members  of  the 
corps  were  better  known  or  more  popular.  At 
the  time  of  his  resignation  he  held  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  in  the  Ninth  Regiment,  as  it  was  then 
known. 

William  H.  Redman  attended  school  up  to 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  receiving  a careful 
training  in  the  best  private  schools,  and  not  long 
afterward  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of 
wood  engraver,  which  at  that  time  was  a highly 
remunerative  one.  He  finally  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Redman  & Ken- 
ney, who  in  their  day  held  high  rank  in  that 
particular  line,  and  were  well  known,  receiving 
many  important  contracts.  This  firm  did  all  the 
engraving  for  Johnson’s  Encyclopedia,  and  when 
it  was  published  Mr.  Redman  was  presented  with 
a complete  set  of  the  books  by  the  compiler, 
with  his  compliments.  The  firm  did  a large  and 
successful  business  until  Mr.  Redman’s  retire- 
ment some  years  ago,  and  as  above  stated  he  has 
had  his  home  in  Riverside  since  1890,  enjoying 
all  the  advantages,  natural  and  social,  for  a life 
of  ease,  which  are  found  here.  He  has  built  two 
residences,  his  own  beautiful  home  and  another 
which  he  sold,  and  like  his  neighbors  he  is  con- 
stantly improving  and  beautifying  his  grounds 
till  his  property  is  now  one  of  the  most  desirable 
in  the  region.  Mr.  Redman  is  a great  admirer 
of  fine  horseflesh,  and  takes  much  pleasure  in 
driving,  but  he  prefers  the  quiet  of  his  own  home 
to  social  excitement,  and  avoids  publicity  of  any 
kind  in  his  own  life. 


EV.  JOHN  W.  GILL,  late  rector  of  St- 
Luke’s  Episcopal  Church,  Bridgeport, 
leeds  no  special  introduction  to  the  readers  or 
his  volume,  being  so  well  and  favorably  known- 
A native  of  New  York  State.  Mr.  Gill  was 
>orn  March  24,  1861,  in  Brooklyn,  and  is  ot 
English  descent,  his  grandfather,  Joseph  Gill, 
laving  been  born  in  England,  whence  he  na- 
rrated to  the  United  States.  John  Henry  uni, 
ion  of  Joseph,  and  father  of  our  subject,  was- 
lorn  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  reare  1 
ind  educated.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  Have- 
meyer  in  the  sugar  business  during  his  active  busi- 
ness life.  He  was  the  father  of  two  children - 
Stephen,  a resident  of  Brooklyn;  and  John 
Our  subject  received  an  excellent  education, 
one  well  fitting  him  for  the  ministry  of  the  Lpis 
copal  Church.  He  graduated  at  the  pu  1 
schools  of  Brooklyn,  at  Trinity  School,  New 
York,  at  St.  Stephen’s  College  (receiving  the  de- 
grees of  B.  A.  and  M.  A.),  and  at  the 1 en 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York.  Atte 
ordination  he  received  the  appointment  as  rec 
of  St.  Paul’s  Parish,  at  Keeseville,  N.  ».,  w 
he  remained  until  called  in  December,  jo95> 
the  rectorship  of  St.  Luke’s  Parish  in  Bndgep  ■ 
On  November  18,  1890,  Rev.  John  w- >> 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Frances  F.  Rogers,  dang 
of  Hon.  W.  W.  Tabor,  of  Keeseville.  N.  Y.,  an 
niece  of  Secretary  Frelinghuysen  and  . 

syth.  He  himself  is  connected  with  some  ^ 
most  prominent  families  of  the  States  o 
York  and  New  Jersey,  and  by  his  marriag 
comes  related  to  the  following  farm J|es 
York  State:  Frelinghuysen,  Pumpelli,  ’ 

Tabor,  Forsyth  and  Parker,  and  also  wttn 

Ramsays  of  Vermont. 
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Rev.  Gill  while  in  Bridgeport  served  as  chap-  otism  and  national  spirit.  In  1862  he  returned 
lain  of  the  4th  Regiment  Connecticut  National  to  Bridgeport,  and  engaged  in  the  fancy  and  dry- 
Guard,  of  the  Park  City  Yacht  Club,  and  of  vari-  goods  business  at  the  corner  of  Main  street  and 
ous  other  organizations  of  that  city.  Socially,  Fairfield  avenue. 

he  is  a member  of  Crusade  Lodge  No.  149,  F.  The  public  life  of  Mr.  Goddard  is  a long  and 
& A.  M.,  at  Keeseville,  N.  Y.,  and  is  chaplain  honorable  one.  Under  the  old  educational 
thereof.  For  several  years  he  has  faithfully  regime,  he  was  a member  of  the  Bridgeport 
served  in  the  Master’s  vineyard,  doing  all  in  his  board  of  education  from  1871  to  1875,  and  in 
power  for  the  betterment  of  mankind,  and  has  that  capacity  the  administration  of  the  board’s 
gained  the  confidence  and  respect  not  only  of  his  affairs  and  the  responsibilities  of  its  duties  fell' 
own  people,  but  of  the  community  at  large.  As  largely  upon  his  shoulders,  as  the  other  members 
a worker  in  the  spiritual  and  temporal  affairs  of  of  the  board  were  engaged  in  New  York  City. 
St.  Luke’s  Parish  he  was  indefatigable,  and  as  During  this  period  the  district  school  was  brought 
a preacher,  lecturer  and  public  speaker  he  had  no  to  a high  degree  of  efficiency,  and  many  marked 
superior  in  Bridgeport.  Two  years  ago  he  re-  improvements  were  wrought.  In  1870  Mr.  God- 
signed  his  incumbency  in  St.  Luke’s  Parish,  and  dard  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Keeseville,  Essex  re-elected  in  1872  and  1876.  He  brought  to  his 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  since  been,  with  the  judicial  duties  a mind  that  was  at  once  fearless 
exception  of  nine  months  he  served  in  the  late  and  clear,  and  many  important  cases,  both  civil 
war.  and  criminal,  were  tried  before  him.  It  was  also 

t in  the  year  1870  that  he  was  appointed  health 

officer  of  Bridgeport,  holding  the  position  for 

WALTER  GODDARD.  If  deeds  measure  several  years.  It  is  notable  that  during  his  serv- 
a man,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  takes  ice  in  this  capacity  the  cleansing  of  the  Hydraulic 
high  rank.  If  devotion  to  public  interests  is  Companies’  reservoirs  in  the  northern  portion  of 
praiseworthy,  encomium  may  properly  be  show-  the  city  was  accomplished,  while  abattoirs  and 
ered  upon  him.  Born  in  England,  there  reared  various  nuisances  in  that  locality  were  removed, 
to  manhood,  imbibing  its  national  life,  the  sub-  In  1873  Mr.  Goddard  was  elected  to  the  com- 
ject  of  this  sketch  had  scarcely  attained  his  ma-  mon  council.  He  has  also  filled  the  office  of 
jority  when  he  resolved  to  unite  his  fortunes  with  town  auditor  most  creditably  with  Hon.  Samuel 
the  newer  nation  of  kindred  blood  across  the  Baldwin.  Solicited  to  accept  the  appointment 
waters.  His  advocacy  of  Union,  his  estimated  as  assessor,  he  most  ably  and  equitably  fulfilled 
and  efficacious  labors  for  the  people  among  whom  the  delicate  duties  of  this  office  from  1889  to 
he  settled,  his  worthy  example  of  clean-handed  1892. 

stewardship  in  public  trust,  are  matters  of  record  It  has  been  perhaps  in  his  discharge  of  his 
and  history.  duties  as  Collector  of  Customs  that  Mr.  God- 

Mr- G°ddard  was  born  in  London,  England,  dard  is  most  widely  known.  He  was  appointed  to 
ebruary  2,  1836.  He  was  educated  in  the  that  office  by  President  Cleveland  for  the  district 

private  schools  of  his  native  metropolis,  and  at  of  Fairfield  in  1885-  At  the  time  of  hisappoint- 
e age  of  fifteen  he  bade  good-bye  to  his  school  ment  Secretary  Manning  had  under  serious  con- 
oks  to  engage  in  the  practical  affairs  of  life,  and  sideration  the  abolition  of  Bridgeport  as  a port 
° wm  a livelihood,  and  also,  perchance,  a com-  of  entry,  and  its  amalgamation  with  the  New 
petence  and  the  regard  of  man.  He  left  South-  Haven  office.  The  business  done  at  Bridgeport 

ampton,  England,  July  4,  1858,  for  America,  amounted  to  about  one  thousand  dollars  per  year, 

;.Se,!lingat  Bridgeport,  he  found  employment  in  duties  collected.  Through  the  untiring  efforts 
,e.  dry-goods  store  of  Hall  & Read.  Soon  of  Mr.  Goddard  this  action  was  postponed,  and 
qmnng  famj]jarjty  wjth  the  business,  Mr.  God-  when  the  new  collector,  as  he  did,  brought  the 
r ’ Wl*”  his  innate  energy  and  determination,  revenue  up  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  per 
ot»  j°  ^aston’  Conn.,  and  at  Easton  Center  year,  there  was  no  longer  any  disposition  to  re- 
w ne  , conducted  a general  store.  Those  move  the  office.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term 
war6  n dark'  su,,?n  days  that  preceded  the  Civil  of  office  thirty-four  importers  tendered  him  a 
affaire^  eu  ^rebodings  cast  gloom  upon  business  magnificent  banquet  and  presented  him  w>m 
ized  ' 'j”6n  Puhlic  sentiment  was  yet  uncrystal-  costly  presents.  Mr.  Goddard’s  personal  efforts 
need  V*;,  v!fken  hold,  clear  utterances  were  the  also  availed  to  secure  for  that  port  the  applica- 
the  can  ,onr  Mr-  Goddard  warmly  espoused  tion  of  the  Immediate  Transportation  Act, 
irTarn, °*  tke  Cnion,  and  while  at  Easton  he  whereby  foreign  merchandise  might  be  shipped  in 
ge  many  demonstrations  in  favor  of  patri-  bond  directly  to  Bridgeport  and  there  appraised. 
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The  extension  of  the  Marine  Hospital  service  to 
Bridgeport,  whereby  the  seamen  might  receive 
gratuitous  hospital  treatment  and  care,  and  in 
case  of  death  a fitting  burial,  was  also  due  to 
the  labors  of  Mr.  Goddard.  In  1893  he  was  re- 
appointed to  the  office  of  Collector  of  Customs, 
and  served  to  August,  1897. 

Not  least  among  his  public  service  was  the 
successful  issue  of  his  efforts  to  secure  for  Bridge- 
prat  the  present  handsome  post  office  and  cus- 
toms building,  and  also  the  addition  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  toward  its  enlargement. 
Many  pilgrimages  were  made  by  Mr.  Goddard  to 
Washington  before  the  necessary  apportionments 
were  made.  While  the  building  was  under  con- 
struction during  the  years  1888,  1889  and  1890, 
Mr.  Goddard  acted  as  disbursing  agent  for  the 
government. 

In  politics  he  is  a Sound-money  Democrat. 
For  six  years  he  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 
town  Democratic  committee,  and  he  successfully 
managed  thirteen  elections.  For  a number  of 
years  he  served  as  a member  of  the  State  Finance 
committee  of  the  Democratic  party.  His  re- 
ligious affiliations  are  with  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  he  is  the  oldest  male  member  and  a vestry- 
man of  Trinity  Church. 

In  the  East  End,  formerly  known  as  West 
Stratford,  Mr.  Goddard  laid  out  and  improved 
at  his  own  expense  many  public  streets,  doing  as 
much  ap  any  one  man  for  that  vicinity.  For 
the  semi-centennial  celebration  of  the  city,  known 
as  the  Municipal  Festivities  of  July  3d  and  4th, 
1888,  Mr.  Goddard  was  an  active  worker,  and  he 
secured  the  assignment  of  the  U.  S.  S.  “ Atlanta  ” 
to  participate  in  the  celebration.  When  the 
Second  Heavy  Artillery  reunion  was  held  in 
Bridgeport  the  U.  S.  S.  “Cincinnati”  was  pres- 
ent through  the  same  instrumentality. 

Mr.  Goddard  is  a member  of  the  Sea  Side 
Club,  the  Bridgeport  Yacht  Club,  the  Park  City 
Yacht  Club,  the  Sound  Money  Club,  St.  John’s 
Dodge  No.  3,  F.  & A.  M.,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and 
the  Church  Club  of  Connecticut.  He  is  a vice- 
president  of  the  Bridgeport  Board  of  Trade,  and 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Second  Connecticut 
Light  Battery.  He  has  keen  power  of  observa- 
tion, has  a wide  and  valuable  fund  of  practical 
information,  and  is  pre-eminently  a self-made 
man. 


HENRY  M.  WHEELER.  It  is  refreshing 
in  these  days  of  “calamity  howlers  ” to  find 
an  agriculturist  whose  judicious  management  en- 
ables him  to  overcome  the  disadvantages  of  un- 
favorable years,  and  maintain  an  even  balance 


of  prosperity.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a sub- 
stantial agriculturist  of  Fairfield  township,  is 
thoroughly  scientific  in  his  methods,  and  his  fine 
farm  north  of  Greenfield  Hill  is  a model  estate. 

Mr.  Wheeler  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Easton  township,  where  its  members 
are  still  numerous,  and  in  every  generation  the 
name  has  been  associated  with  good  citizenship. 
Samuel  Wheeler,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a farmer  near  Jump  Hill,  Easton 
township. 

Silas  Wheeler,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
a well-to-do  farmer  in  Easton,  and  a well-known 
citizen  in  his  day.  He  was  a robust  man  of 
stocky  build,  and  lived  to  be  nearly  eighty  years 
old,  his  remains  being  now  at  rest  in  the  ceme- 
tery of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Easton.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Sanford,  a member  of  one  of  the 
pioneer  families,  and  a sister  of  Ebenezer  San- 
ford, of  Easton,  who  formerly  resided  near  the 
Baptist  church.  Silas  and  Sarah  Wheeler  had 
the  following  children:  Sanford,  our  subjects 

father;  Samuel,  a jeweler  in  Canada,  but  who 
died  in  Easton;  Ebenezer,  a prominent  business 
man  of  Bridgeport,  now  deceased;  John,  a 
farmer  of  Easton;  Edwin,  who  died  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Easton ; David,  who  died  in  Bridge- 
port, where  he  had  been  engaged  in  business  for 
a number  of  years;  Esther,  widow  of  Bradley 
Sanford,  of  Easton;  Lozia,  who  married  John 
Hull,  and  died  in  Easton;  and  Lydia,  wife  ot 
William  Sanford,  of  Weston  township. 

Sanford  Wheeler,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Easton  township,  severs 
years  of  his  boyhood  being  spent  with  his  gran  - 
father,  Samuel  Wheeler,  who  was  extremely 
careful  and  systematic  as  a farmer,  and  gave  him 
thorough  training  in  all  the  details  of  agriculture 
work.  As  he  grew  older  he  engaged  in  farming 
on  his  own  account,  and  for  many  years  he  oper- 
ated a sawmill  in  Easton.  He  was  an  indus 
ous  man  and  a good  manager,  and  through  1 
own  efforts  he  gained  a fine  competence,  owning 
at  one  time  nearly  300  acres  of  land.  In  P°  1 
tics  he  was  a stanch  Democrat,  and  he  took  kee 
interest  in  party  work,  voting  regularly  and  ser 
ing  at  different  times  in  minor  offices,  mclu  1 g 
that  of  member  of  school  committee.  He  a 
tained  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  yea  ’ 
and  was  married  three  times.  By  his  first  wi  > 
Marietta  Banks,  he  had  one  son,  Morris,  a ca 
penter  in  Bridgeport.  His  second  wife,  Lore 
Wilson,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mar 
(Perry)  Wilson,  of  Fairfield,  died  at  the  aSe 
fifty-eight  years,  leaving  three  sons:  Henry , ’’ 
our  subject;  Frank  S.,  a carpenter  at  on  g 
port;  and  Benjamin  S.,  a jeweler,  who  die 
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Canada  By  the  third  marriage,  to  Eunice 
Perry,  of  Weston  township,  there  were  no  chil- 
dren. 

Henry  M.Wheeler  was  born  August  io,  1836 
m Redding  township,  near  the  Easton  line,  and 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  locality 

school  Vfl  f h£firSt  teacher'  He  ^tended 
school  chiefly  in  the  Foundry  District  in  Easton, 

and  was  an  apt  scholar,  frequently  gaining  prizes 

for  proficiency  He  remained  at  the  homestead 

alW?nVhain  t 6age  0f  twenfy-five,  his  father 
Ilowmg  him  $100  per  year  after  his  fifteenth 

year,  and  on  leaving  home  he  took  charge  of  a 

An?  mDEaston  belonging  to  his  aunt,  Mrs 

°nIf-arch  29,  l863'  he  married 
a»Ml5ScDeha  Squires>  of  Weston,  and 

Eas  Lthl'lmhe.he  Pur?haSed  a smaI1  fa™  in 

caston,  where  his  wife  died  February  16  1866 

BaanTsg  0OnCj’uly  n°W  Mrs,Dwight  M.’ 

F WnnH  1,7 • he  marned  Miss  Mary 

heKed  on  r,ehnfite,d  HilJ*  ^ SOOn  aft™d 

wife's  father  if™ u°f  1 homas  Wood-  his 
near  bv  th*  u u”6  b°Ught  'another  small  farm 

S Serl°ldanhd0mheStead^and  PUt  Up  the  build- 

KffSgj,  mainly  devoted 

>n  PromotiniT  thl  \ H has  always  been  active 
class,  and  isVcho^  StS?f  a&rienlturists  as  a 
Grange,  in  which  member  of  Greenfield  Hill 
served  « a member  of 
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tho  • "W',J  IJe  nas 

lion  HeTastr1'1^  6VeIsince  its  -ganiza- 
°i  assistant  steward  toft  °ffiCeS’  lnclnd,ng  that 

seer  at  the  present  J tW0 JearS’  and  is  over- 
Prominently  ^'dentifioH  H,f  and  hlS  wife  are 
Chnrch  at  Greenfield  an^h  ^ ConSre§ational 
Ch-rch  commie  'in  D„h,VS  a/nember  of  the 
crat  so  far  as  naHonai  «P  CS  he  18  a Demo- 
ln  local  matters  ho  are  concerned,  but 

‘K*  he  served  on  theT5  ,ndePe.nd«“ly-  In 
■nittee.  He  has  t a Dem°cratlc  Town  Com- 
at  the  present  timl  ^ °”  the  grand  Jury.  and 
During  the  Civil  i!S  3 just'ce  of  the  peace, 
‘■me  for  nbe  rnonThs^6  T twice  ** 

®.  '*63,  for  fihrot  3nd  S6COnd  ‘‘me,  August 
stitute,  payinE  t but  furnished  a sub- 

dollars.Pymg  h,m  the  of  four  hundred 


'm, 

rom  ‘he  town  of  Triim!?  it-6  State  Leg'slature 
ln  tho  business  nnm  t11’ 15  6ne  of  the  leaders 
"oss,  political  and  social  life  of  that 


I“S,“op2””  h"  ye“ ha™ 

Mr.  Plumb  comes  of  good  old  Colonial  stock, 
his  ancestors  having  settled  in  the  town  of  Truml 
bull  at  an  early  period.  Eli  Plumb,  his  great- 
grandfather, was  born  November  25  1777  and 

Boo, IT1  2obH"  'V*65  »' 

Booth,  and  had  six  children:  (1)  Pixley  J. , born 

December  6,  1800,  died  July  28,  1826.  He  was 

™arned  ]*ay  ,6<  l822>  to  Susan  Hurd,  by 
whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Delia  Judson,  born 
May  26,  1825;  she  was  married  February  12 

Fn5°p°  uharl5S.H-  Hall>  and  has  had  °ne  child! 
tlla  L born  February  24,  1871.  (2)  Birdsey  B. 

our  subject's  grandfather,  is  mentioned  below.’ 
(3)  Imon  E.  born  April  1,  1807,  was  married 
January  17,  1828,  to  Betsey  Sterling.  (4)  Bet- 
sey  Ann,  born  in  1811,  died  January  27,  1827. 
(5)  Harriet  A.,  born  in  1816,  was  married  Novem- 
ber 10,  1835,  to  Benjamin  Burton,  and  died  May 
27,  1854.  (6)  Mary  Ann,  born  March  23,  1821, 

was  married  January  26,  1846,  to  Lucius  C.’ 
Booth.  They  had  one  daughter,  Lacira,  born 
March  20,  1847,  who  married  Edmond  H.  Hurd, 
and  died  December  11,  1872,  leaving  one  child,’ 
Lillian  Lacira,  now  the  wife  of  Edward  T.  Hen- 
drickson, of  No.  619  Noble  avenue,  Bridgeport. 

Birdsey  B.  Plumb,  our  subject’s  grandfather 
was  born  August  8,  1804,  and  followed  farming 
in  Trumbull  for  many  years,  his  death  occurring 
February  12,  1891.  On  March  8,  1828,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Emeline  Mallett,  who  died  December 
24,  1890.  They  had  two  children:  Betsey  Ann 
and  Charles  Elliott.  The  former  was  born  De- 
cember 15,  1827,  and  died  January  17,  1864. 
She  was  married  November  21,  1854.  to  Thomas 
C.  Wordin,  and  had  two  children:  Birdsey 
Plumb,  born  January  10,  1857,  died  March  8, 
187s,  and  Elizabeth  Chapelle,  born  January  15, 
i860,  who  was  married  February  14,  1884,  to 
Frederick  J.  Lockwood  (now  deceased). 

Charles  Elliott  Plumb,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  in  Trumbull,  June  12,  1832.  at  the 
homestead  now  occupied  by  our  subject,  and 
died  June  24,  1873.  He  made  his  home  in  Trum- 
bull, and  in  early  manhood  followed  farming 
there,  but  later  he  became  a civil  engineer,  be- 
ing connected  with  the  United  States  coast  sur- 
vey for  many  years.  He  served  as  a soldier 
during  the  Civil  war,  in  Company  D,  23rd  Conn. 

V.  I.,  and  his  brief  career  was  in  all  respects 
worthy  of  admiration.  In  religious  faith  he  was 
a Congregationalism  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
active  members  of  the  Church  of  that  denomi- 
nation in  Trumbull.  On  May  5,  1856,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Susan  Ann  Hall  (daughter  of  Alanson 
Hall,  of  Chestnut  Hill),  who  died  February  ii, 
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1895.  Of  their  five  children:  (1)  Willard  Shel- 

ton, born  July  21,  1857,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Trumbull,  also  in  a private 
school  conducted  by  Emory  F.  Strong,  and  since 
1884  he  has  been  connected  with  the  City  Sav- 
ings Bank  at  Bridgeport;  he  was  married  No- 
vember 15,  1883,  to  Miss  Ida  Grace  Summers. 
(2)  Charles  Edward,  born  April  24,  1859,  died 
October  29,  1863.  (3)  Charles  Franklin,  born 
January  19,  1865,  was  married  November  19, 
1889,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Tait,  and  resides  in 
Bridgeport.  (4)  Arthur  E.  is  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch.  (5)  Howard,  born  January  26, 
1870,  died  March  29  of  the  same  year. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  1,  1866,  at  his 
present  homestead,  and  his  education  was  chiefly 
obtained  in  the  schools  of  that  town,  a course 
in  a business  college  at  Bridgeport  giving 
him  a technical  knowledge  of  practical  busi- 
ness methods.  On  leaving  school  he  assisted  his 
grandfather  for  some  time  in  the  management  of 
the  homestead,  but  in  1887  he  was  appointed 
station  agent  at  Trumbull.  This  position  he 
held  until  1891  when  he  engaged  in  general  mer- 
cantile business  with  his  brother,  Charles  F.,  and 
this  enterprise  has  met  with  increasing  success. 
From  an  early  age  he  has  always  been  prominent 
in  the  work  of  the  Republican  party  in  his 
locality.  In  1895  he  was  appointed  deputy  sher- 
iff by  Sheriff  Sidney  E.  Hawley,  and  he  resigned 
the  position  January  5,  1897,  but  was  again  ap- 
pointed late  in  June  of  the  same  year.  In  1896 
he  was  elected  representative  from  Trumbull  in  the 
General  Assembly,  and  he  served  one  term  ac- 
ceptably. Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the 
Order  of  Red  Men,  and  he  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Grange.  On  November  28,  1889,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Charlotte  C.  Bennett,  who  died  April 
25,  1894,  leaving  one  daughter,  Charlotte  Ben- 
nett Plumb. 


JAMES  FRANCIS  WALSH  was  born  in 
Lewisboro,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March 
15,  1864,  a son  of  James  F.  and  Anne  E. 
Walsh.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  Ridge- 
field, Conn.,  to  which  place  his  parents  removed 
shortly  after  his  birth. 

Educated  in  the  local  schools  of  this  latter 
place,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  Mr.  Walsh  re- 
moved to  Greenwich,  entering  the  law  office  of 
his  brother,  the  Hon.  R.  Jay  Walsh,  as  a student. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  January  20,  1888, 
continuing  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother  until  January,  1890, 
when  he  opened  an  office  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Walsh  enjoys  a large  and  lucrative  prac- 


tice, and,  notwithstanding  his  business  engage- 
ments, has  still  time  to  devote  himself  to  the 
public  welfare.  In  politics  a Republican,  be  not 
only  stands  well  in  the  councils  of  his  party,  but 
is  an  active  worker  in  the  political  battlefield. 
He  entered  public  life  at  a time  when  Greenwich 
was  changing  from  a staid  New  England  town  to 
her  present  self,  and  is  one  of  a number  of  the 
young  business  and  professional  men  who  have 
done  so  much  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  town 
and  borough,  in  the  face  of  the  opposition  of  the 
older  conservatism,  now  happily  almost  a thing 
of  the  past. 

Mr.  Walsh  has  not  only  preached— he  has 
practiced.  Energetic  in  his  dealings  in  real  es- 
state,  as  in  business,  he  has  succeeded  in  amass- 
ing a competency.  He  is  a director  in  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Byram  Land  Improvement  Company; 
a director  in  and  secretary  of  the  Greenwich  Gas 
and  Electric  Lighting  Company,  and  a director 
in  and  attorney  for  the  National  Investment  Com- 
pany. He  is  also  prosecuting  agent  for  the  county 
commissioners,  whiqh  position  he  has  held  since 
1888;  and  since  the  organization  of  the  boroogb 
court,  in  1888,  he  has  been  prosecuting  attorney. 

On  April  11,  1893,  Mr.  Walsh  was  married 
to  Emily  Gene  Tweedale,  a lady  who  has  won 
for  herself  an  entrie  to  the  hearts  of  both  the 
rich  and  poor  in  the  community. 


MENRY  FAIRCHILD  (deceased),  a lifelong 

resident  of  the  old  Fairchild  farm,  near 

the  village  of  Newtown,  with  which  locality  his 
family  had  been  identified  for  many  years,  was 
born  there  July  20,  1818,  and  died  July  26, 1897. 

Josiah  Fairchild,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, born  November  27,  1754,  was  an  extensive 
landowner  in  the  town,  and  followed  farming 
throughout  life,  his  residence  being  on  the  “flat 
road  ” on  the  place  now  occupied  by  Charles 
Brisco.  He  was  not  only  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  of  the  town,  but  he  took  an  active  and  in- 
fluential part  in  local  politics  and  in  various 
public  movements,  being  prominent  in  religious 
work  as  a member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church. 
His  property  was  divided  among  his  five  sons. 
Wheeler,  who  built  the  house  occupied  later  by 
Henry;  Adoniram,  who  lived  on  the  hill  east  0 
the  old  place;  Ira  and  Cyrus,  who  lived  on  the 
“ flat  road,”  and  Jonathan  Sturgis,  our  su^jec].? 
father,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  A1 
the  sons  remained  upon  the  farms  thus  acquit 
and  all  married  and  left  descendants. 

Hon.  Jonathan  Sturgis  Fairchild,  our  su  - 
ject’s  father,  was"  born  January  27,  1783,  an^.m' 
herited  that  portion  of  the  old  homestead  whic 
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is  now  occupied  by  his  son  William.  He  died 
November  7.  1826,  in  his  forty-fourth  year,  but 
•even  at  that  comparatively  early  age  he  had  be- 
come one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  community. 
His  real-estate  holdings  in  various  parts  of  the 
town  were  valuable,  and  as  an  agriculturist  he 
was  uniformly  successful.  His  fine  mental  abil- 
ity enabled  him  to  secure  an  excellent  education 
in  spite  of  somewhat  limited  opportunities,  and 
his  jovial  disposition  won  for  him  a host  of 
friends.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  in 
addition  to  holding  numerous  offices  in  his  town, 
from  constable  up,  he  served  as  a member  of  the 
State  Legislature  in  1824-25.  For  many  years 
he  was  an  active  worker  in  Hiram  Lodge  No.  18, 
F.  & A.  Nl.  (formerly  of  Newtown,  but  now  of 
the  Sandy  Hook  branch  of  that  fraternity),  with 
which  his  father  had  also  been  identified.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lucy  Wheeler, 
•died  May  27,  i860.  Her  father,  Joseph  Wheeler, 
a well-known  resident  of  Newtown,  was  born 
June  26,  1763,  and  died  in  1837;  her  mother, 
Anne  (Botsford),  was  born  January  19,  1765, 
and  died  December  18,  1842.  Jonathan  S.  and 
Lucy  Fairchild  had  a family  of  eight  children, 
viz.:  Joseph  B.  was  born  March  7,  1806;  Anna, 
born  December  24,  1808,  died  January  io,  1825; 
Mary  (1),  born  May  13,  181 1,  died  July  3,  of  the 
same  year;  Mary  (2),  born  January  27,  1816, 
married  Charles  Skidmore,  and  died  December 
29,  1893;  Henry,  our  subject,  is  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;  William  was  born  October  4,  1821; 
Lucy,  born  July  15,  1823,  married  David  Beers; 
and  Anna  Emeline,  born  April  2,  1826,  married 
Edwin  Terrill,  of  Brookfield.  Of  the  above, 
the  only  survivors  (1899),  are  Deacon  William 
Fairchild  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Beers. 

As  will  be  seen,  Henry  Fairchild,  our  subject, 
was  eight  years  old  when  deprived  by  death  of 
his  father,  and  the  training  of  the  children  fell  to 
the  widowed  mother.  She  was  a woman  of  re- 
markable sweetness  of  character,  a trait  that  was 
freely  imparted  to  her  son  Henry.  His  educa- 
tion was  restricted  to  the  district  schools  of  that 
period,  and  among  his  teachers  may  be  men- 
tioned Daniel  Burhans  (son  of  Rev.  David  Bur- 
hans),  A.  M.  Hubbell,  Daniel  Leavenworth  and 
A.  M.  Higgins,  of  Zo ar.  In  those  days  the  Taun- 
ton school  house  was  located  near  the  “hook,” 
not  far  from  the  site  of  the  chapel.  As  a boy 
and  young  man  Henry  Fairchild  was  a hard 
worker  in  both  his  studies  at  school  and  his 
duties  on  the  farm,  in  which  latter  connection  it 
is  pleasing  to  note  that  under  the  management 
of  the  mother  and  her  two  sons — Henry  and 
William — the  homestead  increased  in  acreage, 
becoming  one  of  the  finest  of  its  size  in  the 


county.  When  he  was  only  sixteen  years  of  age 
Henry  began  buying  land  from  the  other  heirs  of 
the  estate,  and  became  interested  in  farming  on 
his  own  account.  About  1847  the  arrangement 
with  his  brother  William  was  discontinued,  the 
latter  taking  the  portion  of  the  homestead  which 
included  the  site  of  the  old  residence.  In  1849 
our  subject  bought  the  Wheeler  Fairchild  farm, 
and  about  1865  he  purchased  the  Harry  Beers 
farm  and  the  Clark  farm,  comprising  together 
nearly  ninety  acres,  which  added  to  his  previous 
possessions  made  a fine  property  of  190  acres, 
regarded  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  town.  He 
gave  much  attention  to  stock  raising,  and  dur- 
ing some  of  the  later  years  of  his  life  was  inter- 
ested in  dairying,  conducting  both  lines  of  busi- 
ness successfully  and  profitably.  While  a man 
of  public  spirit,  he  never  entered  the  political 
arena,  and  his  devotion  to  principles  was  un- 
tainted with  any  desire  for  party  rewards.  In 
early  life  he  was  a Democrat,  but  during  the  agi- 
tation over  the  “Missouri  Compromise”  he  be- 
came a Republican,  and  ever  afterward  voted 
with  that  party.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
Congregationalist,  and  for  many  years  he  was  a 
leading  member  of  the  Church  at  Newtown, 
holding  every  office  in  the  organization,  includ- 
ing that  of  deacon,  in  which  he  has  served  for 
forty  years. 

At  the  age  of  about  twenty-seven  years  Mr. 
Fairchild  married  Caroline  Booth,  daughter  of 
Horace  Booth,  of  Brookfield,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn. , and  by  her  had  children  as  follows:  Anna 
Frances  and  Jane  Elizabeth,  both  of  whom  sur- 
vive. Anna  F.  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  C.  Moore, 
and  is  living  on  the  homestead;  they  had  three 
children:  Henry  Fairchild,  born  June  9,  1877, 
who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Manhattan  Type- 
writer Company,  Newark,  N.  J. ; Arthur  Hill, 
born  December  20,  1878,  who  is  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Bridgeport  Brass  Company,  at 
Bridgeport;  and  Elsie  May,  born  February  19, 
1883.  Jane  Elizabeth  married  Col.  J.W.  Knowl- 
ton,  of  Bridgeport,  who  was  postmaster  of  that 
city  sixteen  years.  The  mother  of  these  died  in 
1869,  and  in  1872  Mr.  Fairchild  married  Eliza- 
beth Peck,  who  survives  him. 

Mr.  Fairchild,  our  subject,  passed  his  entire 
life  in  Newtown.  In  1843  he  united  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  October  20,  1857, 
he  was  elected  a deacon  in  same,  serving  in  that 
capacity  for  the  long  period  of  nearly  forty  years, 
in  all  his  ways  and  acts  proving  himself  to  be  a 
devout  Christian.  He  left  an  honored  and  un- 
sullied name,  the  purest  and  best  of  all  heritages, 
and  is  remembered  as  one  of  the  most  kindly, 
genial  and  sweetly  patient  of  men. 
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SAMUEL  A.  DAVIS,  attorney  and  counsellor 
at  law,  Danbury,  is  a native  of  that  city, 
having  been  born  there  October  14,  1865. 

Mr.  Davis  received  his  education  in  part  at 
Danbury  High  School,  where  he  graduated  in 
1882,  and  in  part  at  Harvard  University,  where 
he  spent  one  year,  after  which  he  attended  Yale 
Law  School,  from  which  institution  he  graduated 
in  1893.  On  June  30,  1893.  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  at  Bridgeport,  and  immediately  entered 
into  partnership  with  Judge  Lyman  D.  Brewster, 
at  Danbury,  which  partnership  still  continues. 

In  March,  1894,  Mr.  Davis  was  appointed  as- 
sistant prosecuting  attorney  of  the  city  court  of 
Danbury.  In  February,  1897,  he  was  elected,  by 
the  Legislature,  associate  judge  of  the  city  court 
of  Danbury,  and  re-elected  in  1899. 


WILLIAM  BOTSFORD.  The  name  of 
Botsford  appears  in  the  records  of  New- 
town as  early  as  1712,  and  the  family  has  been 
prominent  for  several  generations  in  the  social, 
business  and  political  movements  of  that  locality. 
Moses  Botsford,  the  grandfather  of  the  well- 
known  citizen  whose  history  is  outlined  below, 
was  born  in  Newtown,  and  for  many  years  was  a 
leading  agriculturist  of  Zoar  District.  He  married 
Huldah  Winton,  and  had  the  following  children: 
Thomas,  who  never  married;  Theophilus,  our 
subject’s  father;  Daniel,  who  married  Lucena  . 
Twitchell;  Phcebe  (Mrs.  Ebenezer  Beers);  Sally, 
wife  of  Harry  Downs;  and  Aurelia  (Mrs.  Isaac 
Peck). 

Theophilus  Botsford.  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Newtown  about  1785,  and  through- 
out his  active  life  was  engaged  in  farming  in  the 
same  town.  After  his  marriage  he  removed  from 
Zoar  District  to  North  Center  District,  where  his 
remaining  years  were  spent,  his  death  occurring 
December  28,  1827.  He  was  quite  successful  in 
business  and  was  prominent  in  local  affairs,  hold- 
ing numerous  offices.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
Universalist,  and  as  he  was  a man  of  fine  mental 
ability  and  much  force  of  character,  he  drew 
around  him  a superior  class  of  friends.  His  wife, 
Lucy  Ann  (Peck),  who  died  September  4,  1870, 
was  a daughter  of  Elnathan  Peck,  a prosperous 
agriculturist  of  North  Center  District,  and  the 
owner  of  a large  tract  of  land.  They  had  a 
family  of  three  children:  (1)  Julia,  born  August 
24,  1808,  married  John  Russell  Skidmore;  (2) 
Mary,  born  December  25,  1811,  married  Joseph 
Blackman;  and  (3)  William. 

Mr.  Botsford,  our  subject,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 10,  1813,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Newtown, 
and  his  education  was  chiefly  obtained  in  the 


common  schools  of  North  Center  District,  al- 
though he  also  attended  the  select  school  in  a 
building  which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the 
••Grand Central  Hotel,”  his  teacher  being  Judge 
Samuel  C.  Blackman.  When  about  eighteen 
years  old  he  left  school,  and  for  some  time  he  de- 
voted his  attention  to  farm  work  at  the  home- 
stead In  1850  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
Sturgis,  Mich.,  then  a little  hamlet,  and  pur- 
chased a farm  within  a half-mile  of  the  center  of 
the  place.  His  first  investment  included  only 
forty  acres,  but  as  time  passed  he  bought  more 
land  until  he  owned  between  two  and  three  hun- 
dred acres.  He  remained  there  five  years,  meet- 
ing with  success  in  his  various  undertakings,  an 
during  this  time  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  little  town,  holding  office  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  In  1856  he  returned  to  New- 
town, but  soon  afterward  sold  the  homestead,  and 
in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  removed  to  Comanche, 
Clinton  Co.,  Iowa,  a small  town  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  He  purchased  between  two  and  three 
hundred  acres  of  land  about  four  miles  from  the 
village,  and  for  four  years  he  made  his  home 
there,  renting  his  land,  however,  to  others. 

lune  3,  i860,  a tornado  swept  over  the  neighbor- 

hood,  destroying  the  village  and  fatally  injuring 
thirty  people.  Mr.  Botsford’s  house  was  taken 
off  its  foundations  and  totally  wrecked,  but  for- 
tunately the  family,  having  found  refuge  m 
cellar,  escaped  serious  injury.  That  local  7 
having  no  further  charms  lor  them,  Mrs. 
ford  returned  at  once  to  Connecticut,  Mr.  Hot 
ford  remaining  in  Iowa  only  long  enough  o 
up  his  business  affairs.  In  1862  he  ma  e a rp 
Oregon  and  Washington  Territory,  joining  acar  - 

van  at  Omaha,  and  making  the  journey  across  tne 

plains  with  a team.  Finding  the  prospects  goo  > 

spent  some  time  in  Washington  Territory  in 

ing  on  the  Upper  Columbia  river,  and  later 
went  to  Salt  Lake,  where  he  became  interest 
in  silver,  which  was  at  that  time  as  pro 
the  miner  as  gold.  He  discovered  one  . d 

assayed  over  $4,678  to  the  ton,  and  he  , . ^ 

in  that  locality  nearly  seven  years,  during 
time  he  took  up  about  twenty  claims.  ’ 

satisfied  with  his  success,  he  disposed  ° 
Western  interests  and  returned  to  New  o 

joy  the  results  of  his  labors,  and  since  ■ j nce 
has  occupied  his  present  handsome  • 

there.  While  he  does  not  now  take  part •' advice 
ness  enterprises  with  his  former  energy,  js 

is  valued  in  financial  circles,  and  at  Pres 
a director  in  the  Newtown  Savings  Ban  • a 
Politically,  Mr.  Botsford  was  in .early 
Whig, later  becoming  identified  with  the  P ^ 
an  party.  Since  his  return  to  Newtown  he  has 
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not  been  active  in  politics,  but  in  other  places  he 
has  taken  much  interest  in  such  matters.  His 
public  service  while  at  Sturgis,  Mich.,  has  been 
already  noted,  and  at  the  time  of  the  tornado  at 
Comanche,  Iowa,  he  was  mayor  of  that  place 
In  religion  he  is  inclined  toward  the  Universalist 
faith,  but  his  wife  is  an  Episcopalian.  The  mar- 
riage of  our  subject  occurred  November  2 1 , 1 84 1 . 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Sophia 

Ah»l’  R W?k  b0f?  ian“ary  81  l823>  » daughter  of 
^e’  Boot,h.  and,  ?°Ph,a  (Botsford)  Terrill,  and 
granddaughter  of  James  and  Esther  (Booth)  Ter- 
rill. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Botsford  have  two  sons,  both 
of  whom  are  in  business  in  the  West:  (1)  Henry 
Booth  Botsford,  born  October  15,  1842,  is  inter^ 
ested  in  mines  in  the  mountains  of  the  “Desert  ” 

ElizatSv%  He/aS  married  (first)  in  >872  to 
Mrs  m!  ' Saunders-  and  (second)  in  1884  to 

Frank*!  k'  J°neS:  he  has  two  children: 
Frank  Leroy,  born  in  1874  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal  • 

ri"]d Botsfofd  ‘ K b°v  in  l879’  (2)  Frank  Ter- 

reaUs  S h b°rD  Nov®mber  '9,  1858,  is  in  the 

riedr^tid^rTanne?11  ^ he 


B llml  K °LBY  SKENE-  rector  of  St. 
So  the  *kf PfC°Pal  Church  at  Danbury,  is 

thatcitv  M I3"!?"8  ’he  talented  divines  0{ 
is  also  I'r, F, lth,ul  and  untiring  in  pastoral  work,  he 

ing  his  "1^aentand  lmPress've  speaker,  draw- 
frL  k-  msP  rat,on  from  his  subject  rather  than 

.U.»ridpr„«  * A*  he  .» 

as  well  as  the  ’«  k'  60  Uslng  notes,  the  manner 
1 h»  pro_ 

oi  “ <nd  stwdsh 
mantic  account  fc  .hlcb  an  interesting  and  ro- 
thatwhen  Malcolm^?6 V"  hi,St,?ry-  11  appears 
turning  from  the  H ('  ?ID/’  °J  Scotland-  w»s  re- 

a ravenous  , I010'  he  was  pursued  by 

when  a son  nf  n Wbi'jb  Was  about  to  attack  him, 
which  was  wo^nd*  d °f.  the  Isles  thrust  his  arm, 

mouth,  and  with  hisH  h'S  P ?‘d’  'nt°  the  woIf’s 
King  annreo.-  .•  ™!  dagger  slew  the  beast.  The 

to  the  young' maifthetb°ldineSS  °f  the  action,  gave 
the  parish  of  Sken*^ ands’  which  now  form 
dent  gave  risef!"k  "!  Ab.f  < ^eenshire.  This  inci- 
means  a dagger  or  7 jname’  Sgain'  wh>ch 

Ketherwith^three  ^l1^’.  l"d  wh,ch  occuP'es,  to- 
on* Place  btbk!e,  Woives  h«ada.  a very  conspicu- 


°»s  place  iD  the  fam  heads-  a verF  conspicu- 
De  Skene  in  .k  f.Tly  arm°nal  bearings.  John 
,orces  of  the  Usu™  *h  ?entury>  ioined  the 
Ward  proved  hrs  ^P^;  D°na,d  Bai".  b“t  after- 

and  was  forthwith  res^  t0jh'S  K‘ng’  Alexander. 

restored  to  the  royal  favor. 


His  great-grandson,  John,  who  lived  during  the 
reign  of  Alexander  III,  was  so  well  informed  po- 
litically, and  so  esteemed  for  his  impartial  virtue 
as  to  be  chosen  one  of  the  arbiters  between  Bruce 
and  Baliol,  both  of  whom  were  contestants  for 
the  crown.  A grandson,  Robert  De  Skene,  was 
a firm  friend  of  Bruce,  fought  at  Bannockburn 
and  received  a charter  from  his  leader  in  1318. 
Coming  down  through  the  centuries,  we  find 
Alexander  Skene  fighting  at  the  side  of  King 
James  during  the  celebrated  battle  of  Flodden! 
and  later  we  see  James  Skene,  his  direct  de- 
scendant, leading  the  charges  at  the  battle  of 
Pinkie,  where  he  fell  in  1547.  Maj.  George 
Skene  distinguished  himself,  under  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  in  the  wars  that  were  fought  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  in  1720  pur- 
chased  the  estate  of  Careston,  .in  Forfarshire. 
Two  more  Skenes  were  soldiers,  and  both  died 
fighting,  one  in  Spain  and  another  at  the  battle 
of  Preston,  in  1745. 

While  in  the  early  history  of  the  Skene  family 
we  find  warriors  plentiful,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  there  were  litterateurs  and  lawyers  also, 
though  their  attainments  did  not  shine  with  the 
luster  of  the  martial  doings,  a fact  that  was  ow- 
ing, in  great  measure,  to  the  turbulent  condition 
of  the  times.  However,  at  a later  date,  the  non- 
martial  of  the  Skenes  found  fame  and  fortune  in 
the  pursuance  of  their  respective  professions.  In 
1 575  history  records  the  fact  that  John  Skene 
and  Sir  James  Balfour  were  appointed  a commis- 
sion by  the  Regent  Morton  to  examine  and  make 
a general  digest  of  the  laws  of  Scotland.  So 
thoroughly  was  the  work  done  that  Skene,  who 
performed  the  more  arduous  duties  connected  with 
the  undertaking,  received  a public  commendation, 
and  was  pensioned,  in  addition.  In  1587,  so 
great  was  his  favor  with  the  King,  he  was  chosen 
to  proceed  to  Denmark  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
cluding a marriage  with  the  Princess  Anne.  This 
Skene  is  reputed  to  have  been  a very  scholarly 
man.  According  to  Sir  James  Melville,  who 
wrote  a short  biography  of  him,  he  was  able  to 
harangue  in  Latin,  and  was  without  doubt  the 
most  celebrated  of  the  Skene  litterateurs.  Com- 
ing down  to  1 590  we  read  of  one  Gilbert  Skene, 
who  was  a professor  of  medicine  in  King’s 
College,  Aberdeen,  and  afterward  physician  to 
the  King,  which  position  he  resigned  in  1594. 

He  was  afterward  knighted.  One  of  the  most 
interesting  of  the  Skene  family  was  James  Skene, 
the  long  and  faithful  friend  of  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
co-worker  and  co-partner  with  him,  and  respon- 
sible for  many  of  the  most  interesting  scenes 
which  Scott  has  so  cleverly  portrayed.  Andrew 
Skene,  who  in  1834  succeeded  Lord  Cockburn 
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as  solicitor-general  of  Scotland,  was  also  a mem- 
ber of  this  fine  old  family. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
William  and  Elizabeth  Skene,  who  resided  in 
Aberdeen,  Scotland,  and  John  Skene,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  was  born  at  the  old  home  there. 
He  became  a horticulturist,  making  that  science  a 
lifelong  study.  His  wife,  Anna  (Dolby),  was  a 
native  of  Lincolnshire,  England.  Their  union 
was  blessed  with  the  following  children:  Eliza- 

beth; William,  a clergyman  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  who  died  in  1871;  Mary,  who  married 
George  W.  Wilbur,  president  of  the  Wilbur  Shirt 
and  Collar  Company,  at  Troy,  N.  Y. ; George,  a 
Methodist  minister,  now  preaching  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  at  the  old  Harvard  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  Anna,  who  died  at  Troy  in  1883;  John 
Dolby,  our  subject;  and  Charles,  an  inventor  and 
mechanic,  who  has  charge  of  a malleable  iron 
manufactory  in  Chicago. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  October 
16,  1849,  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  but  was  edu- 
cated in  this  country,  attending  the  public  schools 
of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  for  a time,  and  completing  his 
preparation  for  college  with  private  tutors.  His 
theological  studies  were  pursued  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Rev.  Dr.  J.  I.  Tucker,  then  rector  of  the 
Church  of  the  Holy  Cross  at  Troy,  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Nichols  of  St.  Mark’s  Church,  Hoosic  Falls,  N. 
Y.  Mr.  Skene  was  ordained  deacon  in  the  latter 
Church  at  the  Feast  of  the  Epiphany,  1877,  and 
on  St.  Peter’s  day,  1878,  was  advanced  to  the 
priesthood.  He  remained  as  assistant  to  Doctor 
Nichols  until  May,  1881,  when  he  was  sent  by 
the  Bishop  of  Albany  to  Gouverneur,  N.  Y.,  to 
take  charge  of  that  parish,  where  he  spent  a 
year  and  a half.  The  Bishop  next  sent  him  to 
Ilion,  N.  Y.,  and  after  three  years  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Asbury  Park,  N.  J.,  where  he  remained 
until  1889.  His  next  incumbency  was  St.  Paul’s 
Church  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  this  he  held  until 
December  1,  1894,  when  he  went  to  Danbury  to 
assume  his  present  pastorate. 

He  has  always  taken  a great  interest  in  polit- 
ical matters,  as  well  as  in  all  other  questions  of 
the  day,  and  is  a stanch  Republican.  Though 
he  has  never  been  active  as  a partisan,  he  some- 
times preaches  a patriotic  sermon,  as  he  believes 
jt  to  be  a pastor’s  duty  and  privilege  to  make 
practical  application  of  truth  to  solve  the  prob- 
lems of  life.  Fraternally,  he  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity. 

In  1879  Rev.  J.  D.  Skene  was  married  in 
Hoosic  Falls  to  Miss  Ellen  A.  Calhoun,  daughter 
of  John  C.  Calhoun,  a native  of  Elmira,  N.  Y., 
who  was  connected  with  the  New  York  Central 
railroad  for  years.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden 


name  was  Harriet  Breeze,  was  a member  of  an 
old  Holland  family  which  has  long  been  identi- 
fied with  Bennington,  Vt.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skene 
have  three  children:  John  Calhoun,  George 

Matthew  and  Malcolm  Stanley. 


JAMES  R.  MEAD,  town  clerk  of  Greenwich 
township,  Fairfield  county,  is  an  able  and 
popular  official,  and  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
having  held  his  position  longer  than  any  other 
incumbent.  Always  courteous  and  obliging,  his 
discharge  of  his  duties  is  in  every  way  satisfac- 
tory to  the  public,  and  his  supporters  are  to  be 
found  in  both  political  parties.  His  abilities  are 
recognized  far  beyond  local  limits,  and  be  has 
for  some  time  held  the  office  of  president  in  the 
State  Association  of  Town  Clerks. ' He  is  a 
member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  influential 
families,  being  a descendant  of  John  [other  au- 
thorities say  WilliamJ  Mead,  the  noted  pioneer, 
who  came  from  England  to  America  in  1642 
[other  authorities  say  1635],  and  settled  at  Sound 
Beach  in  1660. 

Mr.  Mead,  our  subject,  is  the  youngest  son  of 
Benjamin  C.  and  Mary  E.  (Ritch)  Mead,  well- 
known  residents  of  Greenwich,  and  a brother  of 
Hon.  Benjamin  P.  Mead,  of  New  Canaan,  whose 
biography  appears  elsewhere.  The  birth  of  our 
subject  occurred  August  28,  i860,  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Greenwich,  and  his  early  educa- 
tion was  obtained  at  the  Greenwich  Academy, 
then  conducted  by  Professor  Webster.  On  leav- 
ing that  institution  he  read  law  with  Col.  H.  W. 
R.  Hoyt,  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  State, 
and  after  his  admission  to  the  Bar,  in  1882,  he 
practiced  for  three  years  with  his  preceptor.  He 
then  opened  an  office  of  his  own,  established  a 
flourishing  independent  practice,  and  a year  later, 
in  1 886,  he  was  chosen  town  clerk,  which  office 
he  has  held  continuously  ever  since.  He  also 
practices  law  in  connection  with  the  duties  of  bis 
clerkship.  Mr.  Mead  is  interested  in  various 
business  enterprises,  including  the  Greenwich 
Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  is  a director;  the 
Rippowam  Woolen  Mills,  being  a director,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer;  is  secretary  of  the  Putnam 
Cemetery  Association,  and  director  of  the  Ne* 
Canaan  Water  Company.  He  is  also  burgess  of 
the  borough  of  Greenwich;  has  held  the  office  0 
assistant  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  borough 
court  of  Greenwich  for  the  past  ten  years,  and 
has  recently  been  appointed  deputy  judge  of  the 
same  court.  Mr.  Mead  is  most  unassuming  t® 
manner,  notwithstanding  his  success  in  life,  an 
his  generosity  and  public  spirit  are  shown  in  bis 
ready  patronage  of  any  movement  designed  to 
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promote  the  welfare  of  the  community.  His 
integrity  has  never  been  questioned,  and  few 
men  enjoy  in  such  a high  degree  the  confidence 
of  their  fellow  citizens.  In  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican, and  for  years  he  has  served  the  party 
with  the  same  ability  and  shrewdness  which  have 
characterized  his  conduct  of  his  private  affairs. 

In  November,  1888,  Mr.  Mead  was  married 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Stone, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Stone,  a prominent  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  that  city,  and  a member 
of  a well-known  family.  The  only  child  of  this 
union,  James  R.,  Jr.,  was  born  July  1,  1894, 
and  died  September  12,  1895.  Mr.  Mead  owns 
a fine  residence  at  Greenwich.  Fraternally  he 
is  identified  with  various  organizations,  and  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  O.  U.  A.  M.,  in  which  he 
was  one  of  the  first  office  holders. 


^wJILLIAM  BEERS  PRINDLE.  This  ven- 
m/ml  erable  and  esteemed  resident  of  New- 
town, who  has  for  many  years  been  identified 
with  the  best  interests  of  the  locality  in  which  he 
has  so  long  lived,  was  born  May  1,  1815,  at 
Newtown  Center,  and  is  of  Scotch  descent  on  the 
paternal  side. 

Cyrus  Prindle,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
resided  at  Canaan,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
he  and  his  wife,  Polly  (Beers),  reared  a family  of 
three  children,  viz.:  Louis  Beers,  our  subject’s 

father;  Charles  W.,  who  made  his  home  at  Pine 
Plains,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.;  and  Polly  Ann,  who 
remained  single. 

Louis  Beers  Prindle  was  born  February  2, 
1783,  in  Newtown,  and  in  early  manhood  en- 
gaged in  business  there  as  a cabinet  and  wagon 
maker.  Removing  to  the  site  of  Johnson’s  mill, 
he  there  for  some  time  conducted  a gristmill  and 
wagon  shop,  and  later  engaged  in  undertaking, 
which  business  has  since  his  death  been  continued 
by  his  son  and  grandson,  making  three  genera- 
tions of  the  family  to  follow  that  line  of  business 
in  the  same  place.  Louis  B.  Prindle  was  a man 
of  good  natural  abilities,  and  successful  in  gain- 
ing a high  reputation  in  the  community,  both  as 
a business  man  and  as  a citizen,  but  be  was  never 
especially  interested  in  political  affairs.  He  died 
December  19,  1850.  His  wife,  Betsey  (Ferris), 
who  passed  away  September  21,  1856,  was  a 
daughter  of  Nathan  Ferris,  of  Newtown;  her 
grandfather  Ferris  is  supposed  to  have  been  a 
native  of  Scotland.  Five  children  were  born  to 
this  marriage,  to  wit:  (t)  Albert  S.,  born  Au- 

gust 20,  1810,  married  Polly  J.  Thirk,  and  made 
his  home  in  Newtown;  (2)  Maria,  born  February 
28,  1813,  married  Daniel  Pickett,  of  Bethel,  and 


both  are  now  deceased;  (3)  William  Beers,  our 
subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  (4) 
Angeline,  born  August  23,  1817,  died  January 
12,  1894.  married  (first)  Czar  Plumb,  (second) 
Homer  Hayes,  (third)  Harson  Twitchell,  and 
(fourth)  C.  C.  Warner;  and  (5)  Mary,  born  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1820,  married  S.  W.  Trowbridge,  of 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  at  one  time  a bookkeeper  by 
occupation. 

William  Beers  Prindle  began  at  an  early  age 
to  assist  his  father,  thus  securing  a thorough 
knowledge  of  wagon  making,  and  also  of  the  un- 
dertaking business,  as  until  the  latter’s  death  he 
was  associated  with  him  in  both  lines  of  work; 
from  1850  to  1866,  however,  he  continued  the 
manufacture  of  wagons  exclusively.  In  the  lat- 
ter year  he  removed  to  his  present  place  of  busi- 
ness and  then  resumed  undertaking,  making  that 
a specialty  until  his  retirement  from  business  in 
1890.  In  all  he  was  engaged  in  undertaking 
for  more  than  fifty  years,  and  for  some  time  he 
was  the  only  one  in  Newtown  in  that  line.  As  a 
result  of  industry  and  good  management  he  met 
with  substantial  success,  and  he  has  always  been 
regarded  as  an  upright  and  worthy  citizen.  In 
politics  he  has  not  taken  an  active  part,  though 
for  one  year  (some  time  ago)  he  held  the  office 
of  constable.  He  and  his  family  are  identified 
with  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has 
been  an  official  for  many  years.  On  January  9, 
1852,  Mr.  Prindle  married  Miss  Maria  Shepard, 
by  whom  he  has  had  one  son,  William  H.,  who 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  Mrs.  Prindle 
passed  from  earth  October  1,  1897,  aged  seventy- 
six  years,  and  was  interred  in  Newtown  ceme- 
tery. She  was  one  of  the  oldest  communicants 
of  Trinity  Church,  Newtown,  and  was  esteemed 
and  beloved  for  her  fervent  piety,  and  her  many 
virtues  which  adorned  the  faith  she  professed. 

The  Shepard  Family  is  well  known  in  this 
county,  and  Abraham  Shepard,  the  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Prindle,  was  a prosperous  farmer  in  the 
Head  of  the  Meadow  District,  town  of  Newtown. 
He  was  born  in  1744,  and  September  9,  1769, 
married  Rhoda  Ferris,  by  whom  he  had  the  fol- 
lowing named  children:  Betty,  born  in  Septem- 

ber, 1 770,  baptized  November  11,  1 770 ; Truman, 
born  September  1 1 , 1772,  died  June  23,  1799; 
Lazarus,  born  October  5,  1774;  Nathan,  born 
May  3,  1 777;  Samuel,  born  July  10,  1779;  Sue- 
ton,  Mrs.  Prindle’s  father;  Mabel,  born  April  14, 
1784;  Abram  Ferris,  born  March  12,  1789,  who 
married  Abby  Lake;  and  Rufus,  born  February 
24,  1792. 

Sueton  Shepard  was  born  October  5,  1781, 
at  the  old  homestead  in  the  Head  of  the  Meadow 
District  which  had  been  occupied  by  his  father 
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and  grandfather,  and  which  he  himself  owned  and 
cultivated  in  later  years.  On  November  26, 
1806,  he  married  Dymah  Ann  Hurd,  a daughter 
of  Oliver  C.  Hurd,  who  is  mentioned  farther  on. 
A large  family  was  born  of  this  union,  whose 
names,  with  dates  of  birth,  etc.,  are  as  follows: 
Harriet,  February  9,  1808,  died  November  16, 
1817;  Mary,  November  15,  1809,  married  No- 
vember 25,  1830,  Lyman  Smith,  and  died  in  1 891 ; 
Elizabeth  Jane,  December  23,  1811,  married 
January  6,  1831,  Demmon  Blackman,  and  died 
in  December,  1855;  Delia,  February  14,  1814, 
married  November  25,  1832,  Benjamin  White; 
Lazarus  Clarke,  June  2,  1816,  married  May  7, 
1837,  Emily  Strong;  Juliette,  November27,  1818, 
died  July  25,  1834;  Maria,  March  9,  1821;  Sam- 
uel Ferrif,  March  14,  1823,  married  September 
22,  1848,  Sarah  Maria  Weed;  Grand,  October 
30,  1825,  died  October  8,  1826.  The  mother  of 
this  family  passed  away  April  14,  1850,  and  the 
father  on  April  12,  1863,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one. 

Oliver  C.  Hurd,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Prindle,  was  born  November  2,  1765,  a son 
of  Theophilus  and  Johanna  Hurd,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  1812,  and  the  latter  on  July  4, 
1799.  On  April  24,  1786,  he  married  Keziah 
Botsford,  who  died  January  15,  1817,  and  his 
own  death  occurred  March  28,  1855.  They  had 
five  children,  viz.:  Dymah  Ann,  born  April  25, 

1787;  Roswell  Botsford,  born  May  8.  1792,  died 
August  15,  1793;  Jerusha,  born  April  9,  1797, 
married  Joseph  Taylor;  Emma,  born  August  25, 
1802,  died  August  26,  1825;  and  Sally,  born 
April  21,  1805,  married  Stephen  Peck,  and  died 
July  12,  1835. 

William  Hurd  Prindle  was  born  May  30, 
1854,  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  and  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  and  academy,  the  teachers 
who  had  most  influence  upon  his  early  life  being 
Beach  Hill  and  Miss  Fannie  Marble.  His  school 
.days  ended  when  he  was  about  seventeen  years 
old,  and  when  eighteen  he  was  apprenticed  to 
Charles  H.  Gay,  of  Newtown,  to  learn  the  busi- 
ness of  carriage-making.  After  three  years  spent 
with  him,  he  in  1880  went  to  Mile  Hill  to  work 
for  Daniel  G.  Beers,  who  made  a specialty  of 
the  manufacture  of  canopy  tops,  and  he  is  still 
with  him.  doing  the  painting  and  iron  work  in 
the  establishment;  since  1890  he  has  also  con- 
ducted the  undertaking  business  formerly  carried 
on  by  his  father.  In  this  latter  enterprise  he  has 
a partner,  L.  C.  Morris,  and  they  have  a large 
custom,  including  all  the  Protestant  portion  of 
the  community.  In  politics  Mr.  Prindle  is  a 
Republican,  and  although  he  is  too  much  occu- 
pied with  business  cares  to  assume  official  duties 
he  served  one  term  as  assistant  registrar  of  his 


town.  He  is  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and 
his  public  spirit  has  been  shown  in  many  ways 
when  matters  relating  to  local  improvement  have 
been  under  discussion.  On  October  24,  1878,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Ford,  adopted 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Beers.  They  have  no 
children. 


HfON.  EDWIN  L.  SCOFIELD,  a promi- 

[ nent  member  of  the  Fairfield  County  Bar, 

at  Stamford,  and  ex-State  Senator  and  member 
of  the  Lower  house,  is  of  the  seventh  generation 
of  the  family  of  that  name  who  have  lived  in  the 
county. 

John  Scofield,  the  first  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica, came  from  Wethersfield,  England,  to  Stam- 
ford, Conn.,  in  1640,  being  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  the  town,  and  he  married  Hannah  Mead. 
Samuel  Scofield,  the  ancestor  next  in  the  line  of 
descent,  was  born  in  Stamford,  July  10,  1678. 

He  married  Hannah ,and  their  son  Samuel 

Scofield  (known  as  Samuel  third),  born  June  21, 
1712,  married  Elizabeth  Ambler,  March  i,  1743- 
He  resided  in  Newfield,  and  served  in  the  Con- 
tinental army  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Ezekiel  Scofield,  a son  of  the  patriot,  born  July 
30,  1767,  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  married 
December  21,  1793,  Abigail  Scofield.  By  occu- 
pation he  was  a farmer.  Edwin  Scofield,  next 
in  line,  also  a farmer,  was  a native  of  Stamford, 
born  August  7,  1794.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Bishop,  and  their  children  are:  (i)ErastusE. 
was  born  November  11,  1816,  on  his  father's 
farm  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  where  he  passed 
his  boyhood  days.  Here  he  received  a primary 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  later  he 
became  a teacher  in  a boarding  school  at  North 
Stamford.  Subsequently  he  was  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  at  the  same  point.  In  1856  he 
moved  to  Stamford,  where  for  ten  years  he  was 
engaged  in  milling  business.  He  next  carried 
on  a flour  and  feed  store,  the  business  of  which 
he  still  conducts.  He  is  a man  of  good  infor- 
mation and  intelligence,  and  has  at  various  times 
been  placed  by  his  fellow  citizens  in  positions 
of  honor  and  trust.  He  served  as  first  select- 
man, for  a term  of  two  years.  Politically,  be 
was  a Whig  before  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  then  became  a Republican. 
In  New  York  City  he  married  Mrs.  Jane  A. 
Waterbury,  who  was  a native  of  Pound  Ridge, 
N.  Y.  She  was  a member  of  the  Congregations 
Church,  and  a most  estimable  woman,  in  whose 
death,  which  occurred  December  25,  >867,  the 
community  lost  a woman  whose  influence  was 
ever  for  the  right.  To  this  marriage  were  bom-- 

Edwin  L. , who  is  mentioned  farther  on;  an 
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Frederick,  who  died  in  infancy.  (2)  Horace 
Granville  is  at  this  time  city  engineer  for  Bridge- 

Church  HC  ‘S  'dentified  W*th  the  Congregational 

Edwm  L.  Scofield  was  born  June  18  1852 
m the  town  of  Stamford,  and  his  boyhood  wm 
passed  in  the  village  of  Stamford,  where  he  at- 
tended private  schools.  In  1871  he  entered  the 
senior  class  of  Columbia  Law  School,  New  York 
uty,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1873,  and 
to  fhrrbef  „ *.he  same  year  he  was  admitted 

he  FaSld  r " f Pprt’  be“min^  a member  of 
the  Fairfield  County  Bar.  On  January  1,  1874 

e (orrnerl  a partnership  for  the  practice  of  law 

with  James  H.  Olmstead,  at  Stamford,  which 

partnership  continued  until  January  1,  1880 

Whe.n  Mr*  Scofield  has  been  engaged  in 

S 6 ® 0ne'  Dur|ng  the  years  that  Mrf  Olm- 

W3S,  an  ,attorney  for  the  State  he  was  as- 

toS  e8d8  nMh:%dUtriby  °Ur  SUbject‘  • From  i874 
or  Fairfi^M  fidd  SerVed  as  Prosecuting  agent 

the  aUornev  for  “nd  ^ S6Veral  he  was 

bor0,  lh  nfycf.  the  corporation  of  the  town  and 
borough  of  Stamford.  In  1881  he  was  honored 

by  3n  election  to  the 
a numhJ  ■ Whl,e  a member  he  served  on 
the  wr  lmPortant  committees,  among  them 
*nd » 

In  1882  he  Counties  and  County  Seats. 

^ , «•"“ s,*,e  s'n*te  ,ro” 

Judiciarv  ™ serveci  as  chairman  of  the 

53Cee'  ,In  ,89S  he  was  elected 

to  that  office.  On  July  1 ^fh^  ^ re-elected 
hy  Governor  r„i  y ’ 897 ' he  was  appointed, 
and  loan  C ke’  commissioner  of  building 
July  1 i8^  ^if  °uS’  wh.ich  office  he  held  unti! 
accept  the9knnmnthe  reSlg?ed  same  in  order  to 
sioner  for  the^ta*"1*?1  ° lnsurance  commis- 
fromjnly  , l8oS‘ate;f0rna  fterm  °f  four  years, 

Mr.  Scofield  hasme  In  °f  theSe  PubIic  trusts 

responsibilities  devnT^6*1  Up  t0  *he  duties  and 

his  constituents  1 0 Vlnf  uPon  him,  and  given 

tation  He!  a 1 lar  “d,  ^ffraess-Hke  reprlen- 

high  order.  yer  °f  ability  and  a citizen  of 

ried  to  Anni^W^C8  H9’  Mr'  ScofieId  was  mar- 
A-  and  E valine  fwSd^r6’  a daughter  of  Julius 
has  been  blessed  with  andee>  aud  the  marriage 
P»t  25.  1887  'th  one  son,  Edwin,  born  Au- 

Creenwich  Trust  'S  adirector  of  the 

Greenwich  Conn’ . ■ ^ Deposit  Company,  of 

Rational  Bank  of  St's  director  in  the  First 
lhe‘ncorDorat„- „ra!”fofd;  and  he  was  one  of 


incorporators  nf  and  he  was  one  of 

He  is  also  a directo  be  Stamford  Savings  Bank. 
ford  Hospital  3nd  secretary  of  the  Stam- 


JOTHAM  BURR  HAWLEY,  a well-known  re- 
J spected  citizen  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  is  a na- 
th  *'!*  °f  Newtown,  Conn.,  having  been  born 
here  June  2,  1828,  and  is  descended  from  the 
original  family  of  that  name  who  came  to  the 
New  England  States  in  pioneer  times 

TyrKUS  Hawley  father  of  Jotham  B„  and  who 
through  a long  and  useful  life  was  a resident  of 
Newtown,  lived  on  a farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Haw- 
leyville,  and  before  the  day  of  railroads  kept  an 
old-time  tavern  or  house  of  entertainment,  in 
connection  with  agriculture,  He  married  Sally 
Lewis,  and  their  children  were  as  follows*  Joth- 
am  Burr,  our  subject;  Royal  DeForest  and 
barah  Caroline,  both  of  whom  died  in  Hartford 
Conn.,  Royal  De  F.  on  April  9,  1893,  and  Sarah 
L.,  on  December  22,  1896,  in  her  fifty-seventh 
year;  and  Lewis  Marshall,  a resident  of  Danbury, 
Conn.  Tyrus  Hawley  died  April  2,  1868,  in  the 
seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age,  Sally  (Lewis),  his 
wife,  passing  away  July  26,  1885,  in  her  eighty- 
first  year. 

Jotham  B.  Hawley,  whose  name  introduces 
these  lines,  passed  his  boyhood  on  a farm, 
attending  during  the  winter  seasons  the  district 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  commenced 
learning  the  merchant-tailoring  business  in  Sandy 
Hook,  serving  his  apprenticeship  with  Almon 
Keeler.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  removed 
to  Fairhaven,  and  one  year  later  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Bethel,  his  cash  capital  at  the  time  be- 
ing  just  fifteen  dollars.  At  the  end  of  nine 
months,  however,  he  again  moved,  this  time  to 
Newtown,  where  he  commenced  business  for  his 
own  account,  buying  out  an  established  merchant- 
tailoring  establishment,  one  year  later  entering 
the  employ  of  David  H.  Johnson,  whose  mer- 
chant-tailoring establishment  business  he  con- 
ducted some  five  years.  We  now  find  Mr.  Haw- 
ley in  New  Haven,  he  having  accepted  a position 
as  cutter  with  Thomas  Chatterton,  at  the  end  of 
a few  months  commencing  for  himself  in  that  city 
in  partnership  with  John  S.  Parmalee,  their  place 
of  business  being  for  five  years  on  the  corner  of 
State  and  Chapel  streets,  then  for  the  same  length 
of  time  on  the  corner  of  Chapel  and  Church 
streets.  In  April,  1868,  Mr.  Hawley  and  Mr. 
Parmalee  dissolved  partnership,  and,  our  sub- 
ject’s wife  dying  shortly  afterward,  he  made  up 
his  mind  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  far  West.  Ac- 
cordingly, having  purchased  a stock  of  jewelry, 
he  set  out  on  his  journey  in  the  capacity  of  Yankee 
peddler,  arriving  in  due  course  at  Kansas  City, 

Mo.  From  there  he  proceeded  to  St.  Joseph,  in 
the  same  State,  where  he  had  a cousin  living,  and 
here  he  passed  the  winter,  which  was  near  at 
hand  when  he  arrived  there.  Becoming  interested 
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in  Western  land  along  with  his  cousin,  he  went 
to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  purchased  a farm  of  two 
sections  in  Sioux  county.  At  that  time  Sioux 
City  was  the  extreme  point  of  advanced  civiliza- 
tion on  the  Missouri,  and  had  only  one  railroad 
communication. 

Returning  after  seven  months  to  his  home  in 
Connecticut,  he  spent  the  following  summer  in 
New  Haven,  and  the  succeeding  fall  set  out  for 
Chicago,  obtaining  a situation  through  John  Peck, 
as  cutter  with  W.  H.  Clingman.  He  remained 
with  Mr.  Clingman  one  year,  then  once  more 
journeyed  to  Kansas  City.  Here,  in  the  in- 
terests of  a Boston  firm,  he  had  charge  of  an  ex- 
tensive tailoring  establishment,  remaining  in  that 
connection  from  September  14,  1869,  to  January 
15,  1870,  then  returning  east  via  Chicago,  New 
York  City  being  for  the  time  his  objective  point. 
In  the  summer  of  1870  we  find  him  in  Toronto, 
Canada,  but  before  the  ensuing  fall  he  was  once 
more  in  New  York  City,  where  he  secured  a posi- 
tion as  cutter  with  Louis  H.  Grass,  merchant 
tailor  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Chambers 
street.  With  him  he  remained  one  season,  then 
worked  for  Isaac  Hull  & Company,  on  Broadway, 
in  same  line,  also  one  season.  From  New  York 
Mr.  Hawley  proceeded  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
for  two  years  was  in  the  employ  of  West  & 
Brothers;  thence  went  to  Auburn,  N.  Y. , at  the 
end  of  some  ten  months  taking  up  his  residence 
in  Newark,  N.  J.,  having  accepted  a position 
with  Miller  & Westervelt,  which  at  the  end  of 
four  years  he  resigned  to  make  another  change, 
this  time  “ trying  his  luck  ” in  Saginaw,  Mich., 
but  remained  there  only  a short  time  finding 
••  metal  more  attractive  " in  Chicago.  Here  he 
succeeded  in  securing  a position  as  cutter  for 
Edward  Ely,  who  at  that  time  had  the  leading 
tailoring  business  in  the  city,  and  the  latter  open- 
ing a branch  establishment  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  to  do  the  finest  work  in  their  line,  sent 
Mr.  Hawley  to  manage  the  cutting  department. 
Within  a short  time,  however,  Mr.  Ely  closed  up 
that  branch,  and  our  subject  was  recalled  to  Chi- 
cago, whence  not  long  afterward  he  again  re- 
moved to  New  York,  and  for  a season  followed 
his  trade  there.  Once  more  we  find  him  in 
Newark,  N.  J.,  with  his  former  employers.  Mil- 
ler & Westervelt,  and  after  some  other  “ chang- 
ing around  ” he  finally  landed  in  Bridgeport,  re- 
maining there  for  one  season,  then  coming  to 
Hartford. 

In  Hartford  Mr.  Hawley  for  two  years  was  in 
the  employ  of  Henry  P.  Hitchcock,  merchant 
tailor,  then  for  three  months  worked  at  his  trade 
for  Strickland  & Gallard,  in  New  London,  since 
when  he  has  lived  in  Hartford  retired. 


Some  two  years  after  going  to  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  as  above  related,  Mr.  Hawley  was  united 
in  marriage,  at  Middlebury  (now  Port  of  Akron), 
Ohio,  with  Miss  Emily  M.  Cotter,  daughter  of 
Ambrose  and  Mary  (Pratt)  Cotter.  Mrs.  Hawley 
died  at  New  Haven  May  20,  1868,  aged  thirty- 
two  years,  leaving  one  child,  Hattie  Cotter 
Hawley,  who  now  presides  over  her  father's 
home.  No.  355  Windsor  avenue,  Hartford,  which 
residence  he  built  in  1896. 

After  the  death  of  her  mother  Miss  Hawley 
lived  with  her  aunt  and  grandmother  in  Hart- 
ford, where  she  was  educated,  and  where  the 
greater  part  of  her  life  has  been  passed.  She  is 
a lady  of  much  refinement,  and  a violinist  of 
considerable  ability,  in  which  connection  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  the  violin  (a  remarkably  fine 
instrument)  used  by  her  is  one  given  to  her  by 
her  uncle,  Royal  DeForest  Hawley,  who  was  a 
thorough  connoisseur  in  those  instruments,  and 
is  reputed  to’ have  had  one  of  the  finest  collections 
of  violins  in  the  world,  which  at  his  death,  with 
the  exception  of  the  very  fine  one  he  gave  to  his 
niece,  was  sold  to  Mr.  Granger,  of  San  Diego, 
Cal.,  for  twenty  thousand  dollars.  One  of  his 
violins,  called  “King  Joseph,”  he  paid  $3,000 
for,  and  he  was  at  one  time  offered  as  much  as 
$5,000  for  it,  but  would  not  part  with  it  for  that 
sum. 


Francis  j.  Rogers,  a.  m.,  m.  d„  a 

_ prominent  physician  of  Stamford,  Fairfield 
county,  where  for  twenty  years  he  has,  profes- 
sionally and  socially,  been  closely  identified  with 
the  city’s  interests,  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Ohio, 
June,  19,  1849. 

John  K.  Rogers,  ■ father  of  Doctor  Rogers,, 
was  a native  of  Ireland,  where  in  Maynooth  Col- 
lege he  studied  for  the  priesthood,  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  that  institution.  Coming  to  the  United 
States,  he  engaged  in  business  in  Philadelphia, 
later  leaving  that  city  with  the  intention  of  going 
to  California,  but  stopped  en  route  at  Carlisle, 
Ohio,  where  he  began  teaching  school,  and  during 
President  Pierce’s  administration  he  served  as 
postmaster  at  that  place.  While  in  Philadelphia 
Mr.  Rogers  was  married  to  Alice  McCallion  [?]. 
who  was  a native  of  Ireland,  and  to  their  union 
were  born  children  as  follows:  Charles  (de- 
ceased), who  at  one  time  was  a Roman  Catholic 
priest  in  Bristol,  R.  1.;  William  H.,  a priest  in 
charge  of  St.  John’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  at 
Stamford;  Francis  J.;  Mary  (Mrs.  James  Tobin, 
of  Bristol,  R.  1.);  and  Daniel  J.,  of  the  Wagner 
Palace  Car  Company,  with  residence  at  Harlem, 
N.  Y.  The  parents  are  both  deceased. 

Francis  J.  Rogers,  our  subject,  passed  a por- 
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tion  of  his  boyhood  at  Carlisle,  Ohio,  and  at- 
tended the  common  schools  there.  Subsequently 
he  was  a pupil  for  four  years  in  the  public  schools 
of  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  parochial  schools  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  later  attending  the 
public  schools  at  Warren,  R.  I.  As  he  was  but 
a mere  boy  when  his  father  died,  he  was  placed 
under  the  care  of  an  uncle,  who  it  seems  disap- 
proved of  his  enlisting  in  the  army  during  the 
Civil  war,  much  as  the  lad  desired  it.  In  order 
that  he  might  be  weaned  of  his  military  ardor, 
Francis  was  sent  to  the  College  of  the  Holy 
Cross,  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  from  which  insti- 
tution he  was  graduated  in  1870,  and  here  he 
numbered  among  his  class-mates  Bishop  Beven, 
of  Springfield,  Mass.,  Bishop  Bradley,  of  Man- 
chester, and  Bishop  Michaud,  of  Vermont.  In 
1875  the  Faculty  of  this  College  conferred  upon 
our  subject  the  degree  of  A.  M.  He  began  the 
study  of  medicine  in  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Philadelphia,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1873,  and  he  subsequently  went  to  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital  for  one  year,  spending  six  months  in  the 
city  dispensary. 

Doctor  F.  J.  Rogers  began  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  in 
1875,  and  June  1,  1877,  he  located  in  Stamford, 
Conn.,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  there  engaged 
in  the  duties  of  his  chosen  calling.  He  has  been 
prosperous  in  business  affairs,  and  stands  high 
both  professionally  and  as  a citizen.  The  Doctor 
is  a man  of  generous  disposition,  and  the  suppli- 
cation of  the  worthy  poor  never  falls  unheeded 
on  his  sympathetic  ear,  for  he  has  the  reputation 
in  the  town  of  being  a friend  to  the  needy,  and 
many  a heart  has  been  gladdened  by  his  bounty. 
His  friends  are  legion.  He  has  gained  consider- 
able prominence  as  a public  speaker,  and  en- 
dowed as  he  is  with  a keen  sense  of  humor,  his 
name  is  always  a welcome  one  on  any  program, 
for  in  his  many  speeches  he  has  seldom  failed  to 
create  wholesome  amusement  coupled  with  ex- 
treme good  feeling.  In  personal  appearance 
Doctor  Rogers  resembles  ex-President  Cleveland, 
and  on  one  occasion  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  he 
was  mistaken  for  him.  Our  subject  is  a member 
of  the  State,  County  and  City  Medical  Societies. 

Doctor  Rogers  takes  great  interest  in  all 
local  matters,  and  has  devoted  considerable  time 
to  politics  and  other  public  affairs,  being  a fore- 
most advocate  of  all  improvements  afoot  in  the 
community.  Since  May,  1898,  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  common  council,  representing  the 
First  ward  of  his  city,  and  is  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  Streets,  Sidewalks,  and  Sewers. 
Previously  the  Doctor  served  many  terms  as 
member  of  the  old  borough  council,  and  he  has 


been  a member  of  the  school  board  of  Stamford 
for  eighteen  years.  His  interest  in  public 
schools  has  been  marked,  and  he  has  done 
much  to  bring  about  the  high  standard  of  ex- 
cellence reached  by  the  Stamford  schools  of  to- 
day. Some  years  ago  he  established,  and  still 
maintains  at  his  own  expense,  a system  of  prize- 
giving to  the  pupils  standing  highest  in  the 
various  studies  of  the  course,  stimulating  them 
to  earnest  action  and  greater  efficiency.  There 
are  seven  prizes  in  all.  It  was  Doctor  Rogers 
who  presented  to  the  Franklin  street  school  the 
first  United  States  flag  that  floated  from  any 
public-school  building  in  Stamford.  The  Doctor 
has  been  a member  of  the  Stamford  board  of 
health  for  twelve  years,  and  at  the  present  time 
is  health  officer  of  the  town. 

Doctor  Rogers’  political  connection  is  with 
the  Republican  party,  though  he  was  formerly  a 
prominent  Democrat,  and  he  was  a delegate  of 
his  party  to  each  of  the  three  conventions  that 
nominated  Grover  Cleveland  for  the  Presidency. 
He  is  examining  surgeon  for  the  Benevolent 
Legion  Society;  a,  member  of  and  examining 
surgeon  for  the  Knights  of  Columbus;  a member 
of  Lodge  No.  999,  Royal  Arcanum;  Court  Philip 
H.  Sheridan,  Foresters  of  America.  In  religious 
faith  he  belongs  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

In  1880  Doctor  Rogers  was  married  at  St. 
Francis’  Roman  Catholic  Church,  New  York 
City,  to  Miss  Margaret  Brennan,  daughter  of  ex- 
Commissioner  Owen  W.  Brennan,  and  niece  of 
ex-Sheriff  Matthew  Brennan,  both  of  that  city. 
To  their  marriage  have  come  children  as  follows: 
Harry,  who  died  in  infancy:  Frank, ’born  June 
30,  1885;  Charles,  born  December  12,  1890;  and 
Alice,  deceased. 


PHILO  HURD  SKIDMORE.  In  modern 
times  the  qualities  which  constitute  “gen- 
eralship ” find  their  best  field  of  activity  in  busi- 
ness life,  and  the  bloodless  victories  of  our  great 
promoters  deserve  to  be  chronicled  as  of  more 
value  to  the  race  than  the  cruel  and  destructive 
movements  in  which  nations  too  often  engage  for 
the  sake  of  greed  or  glory.  The  man  who  seeks 
to  broaden  the  channels  of  trade  and  industry  is 
to  be  commended,  and  no  one  can  read  the  fol- 
lowing history  without  feeling  admiration  for  the 
ability,  energy  and  persistence  shown  in  worthy 
lines  of  effort  by  the  well-known  citizen  of  New- 
town whose  career  it  briefly  reviews. 

Mr.  Skidmore  was  born  October  1,  1817,  in 
Bethlehem,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  but  his  an- 
cestors were  early  settlers  in  Fairfield  county. 
Abel  Skidmore,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
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was  a native  of 
many  years  was 


the  town  of  Newtown,  and  for 
engaged  in  farming  ‘‘on  the 
Neck,”  in  the  northwestern  section  of  the  town. 

He  was  a thrifty  man,  acquired  a fair  com- 
petence, and  held  an  honorable  place  among  the 
old-time  residents  of  the  locality.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian,  but  he  was  not 
especially  active  in  Church  work.  He  died  Sep- 
tember 30,  1846,  aged  ninety-two  years,  and  his 
wife,  Bethiah  (Glover),  who  was  a woman  of 
much  ability  and  force  of  character,  died  July 
18,  1853.  They  had  thirteen  children,  twelve  of 
whom  lived  to  adult  age,  their  names,  so  far  as 
can  now  be  ascertained,  being:  John,  Booth, 
Charles,  Daniel,  Glover,  Zerah,  Bennett,  Annis 
(who  married  Henry  J.  Okson),  Mrs.  Samuel 
Blackman,  Mary  Ann  (who  married  Glover  Bots- 
ford),  Mrs.  Lake,  and  one  whose  history  is  not 
known.  All  married,  some  more  than  once,  and 
John  was  married  three  times.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  Bennett  and  Zerah,  all  lived  and  died 
in  the  vicinity  of  Newtown,  and  all  were  identi- 
fied more  or  less  closely  with  the  agricultural 
element  of  the  community.  The  sons  displayed 
in  a marked  degree  qualities  of  industry,  economy 
and  energy,  and  maintained  an  excellent  stand- 
ing as  citizens. 

Zerah  Skidmore,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Newtown,  and  throughout  life  was  inter- 
ested in  agricultural  pursuits.  About  1 805  he 
removed  to  Bethlehem,  where  he  purchased 
farm  of  forty  or  fifty  acres,  and  when  that  tract 
was  paid  for  he  bought  another  in  the  center  of 
the  town.  He  was  a sturdy,  thorough-going 
man,  showing  the  thrifty  characteristics  of  his 
race,  and  was  highly  esteemed  by  his  associates. 
He  was  noted  for  his  independence  in  thought 
and  action,  and  was  fond  of  argument  upon  relig- 
ious topics,  being  a close  student  of  the  Bible. 
He  was  always  active  in  Church  work,  belonging 
to  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a 
firm  supporter  of  Democratic  principles.  By  his 
wife,  Bernice  (Hurd),  he  had  five  children,  one 
of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others  being  as  fol- 
lows: Homer,  born  in  1807;  Julia,  born  in 

1 8 10,  married  Roswell  A.  Morse,  and  is  still  liv- 
ing; Wealthy,  born  in  1813,  married  Lucius 
Shelton;  and  Philo  Hurd,  our  subject. 

The  Hurd  family  is  well  known  in  this  coun- 
ty, and  Jabez  Hurd,  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  a prosperous  farmer  of  the 
town  of  Brookfield.  He  married  Lucy  Black 
man  and  had  five  children — two  daughters  and 
three  sons.  Of  the  latter:  (1)  William  B.  is  a 

dentist  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  has  one  son, 
William,  who  has  recently  been  appointed  judge. 
(2)  Philo  had  three  children — Mrs.  J.  E.  Dun- 


ham. of  Bridgeport;  Mrs.  Meeker,  of  New  York 
City;  and  Melancthon,  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Hurd  & Houghton,  of  New  York  and  Boston. 
(3)  Ferris  S.  had  two  children— Henry,  who 
married  a daughter  of  P.  T-  Barnum,  and  resides 
New  York;  and  Catharine,  wife  of  Doctor 


m 

Hewett,  of  Bridgeport.  . _ . . 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  years  in  Bethle- 
hem, and  received  all  his  education  at  the  local 
schools.  When  about  fifteen  years  old  he  went 
to  Norwalk,  and  for  four  months  was  employed 
there  as  a clerk,  in  the  following  winter  securing 
a similar  position  in  New  Haven,  in  the  whole- 
sale grocery  store  of  Henry  Oakes,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  then 
engaged  in  business  for  himself  in  partnership 
with  N.  C.  Hall,  purchasing  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Kittston,  this  arrangement  continuing  five  years, 
when  Mr.  Skidmore  returned  to  Bethlehem  and 
opened  a general  store,  the  enterprise  proving  so 
successful  that  at  the  end  of  one  year  he  bought 
out  his  only  competitor  in  business  Under 
these  flattering  prospects  he  established  a om 
of  his  own,  marrying  Miss  Abigail  N.  Ives, 
Cheshire,  Conn.,  who  shared  his  joys  and  so  - 
rows  until  her  death,  which  occurred  July  10. 
1893.  He  carried  on  his  business  in  Bethlehem 
successfully  until  1853,  when  the  failure  of  t 
Woodbury  Bank,  of  which  he  was  a director,  in 
volved  him  in  serious  loss.  As  a result  he 
moved  to  Bridgeport  in  September,  1853.  ‘“'n* 
ing  to  retrieve  his  losses  by  engaging  business 
with  J.  E.  Dunham;  but  the  partnership  laste 
only  one  month,  Mr.  Skidmore  deciding  to  accept 
a position  as  secretary  and  treasurer  o 
Pacific  Iron  Works  at  Bridgeport.  The  p 
entailed  considerable  responsibility,  as  he 
be  the  executive  head  of  the  enterprise,  a 
offer  was  quite  a compliment  to  his  abil'ty. 
times  were  unpropitious,  for  of  forty  s oc 
panies  organized  in  that  locality  abou  , s 

only  two  survived,  but  the  Pacific  Iro 
was  one  of  the  fortunate  ones,  continuing 
original  plan  until  1861.  The  comPa \ v for 

took  a contract  for  building  the  machl.”  J,ve(} 

the  amount  invoiveu 

alarmed  some  0 
number  of  changes  w ^ 
made  in  the  company,  resulting  final|y  ' r. 
acquirement  by  Mr.  Skidmore  of  t e so  . ce 
ship  of  the  business,  though  rather  y ^ 
than  by  foresight.  During  the  year  ection 
Skidmore  went  to  Washington  m jnter. 
with  the  contract  referred  to,  and  ha 
view  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

On  the  establishment  of  the  Whee  tj,e 

son  sewing-machine  shops  at  Bn  gep 


the  gunboat  “Kanawha, 
being  $45,500,  which  so 
stockholders  that 
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v J15  ga!n?d  add,tlonal  contracts  of 
a profitable  kind,  and,  later,  Mr.  Skidmore  de- 
voted his  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  sta- 
houary  engines  and  boilers,  becoming  the  leader 
in  that  line  of  business  in  the  world.  He  re- 
tained the  management  of  the  works  until  1884 

sTtvZn8  irT°n,!  hundred  t0  one  hundred  and 
d ln  • he  meantime  he  took  advan- 
tage  °f  other  openings  to  turn  an  honest  penny  or 

*7’  In  Jan“\ry,  :87c,  he  made  a visit  to 
Florida  and  other  Southern  States,  spending 
m Tallahassee,  New  Orleans,  PMobilf 
and  Montgomery,  and  on  his  way  home  he 
stopped  in  Washington,  where  the  first  colored 
senator  was  then  attracting  attention.  His  trin 

witUhe  o'16  hrth  had  imPressed  Mr.  Skidmore 
with  the  possibilities  of  that  region  as  a field  for 

nceJtrSfhinVeStment  °f  CaPital-  and  he  a 

once  began  the  construction  of  the  St  TnWc 
Sred’£din^°m  St-  J°hn°s  river to"  St°  Au- 

five'yeare  he  fifteen  mi,es‘  After 

priseyat  Jd  °at  hls  '"‘crest  in  the  enter- 

ic sole  steam  Sfi°me  pr°fit‘  ln  l88°‘  having 
New  Organs  h 76lnes  for  Galveston  and 
‘wo  months'  tT"*  S°“th  With  them  and  SP^‘ 
heavily0 fn  real  •*h,5T  time  he  invested 
prices  anri  th  • e ,n  New  Orleans  at  low 
return's.  At  satisfact°ry 

in  the  New  Orleans  Com'^6  Ch^f  stockholder 
has  larae  nrrm„  f ■ ^°  d Storage  Company,  and 

‘he ‘‘Sunny  South  I”*er?SjS- 0ther  Por‘'ons  of 
‘ation  above  Car;ohtC  UdTne  extensive  Pla”‘ 

career  has  beena  remit'  Jp3'  Altogether  his 
ceptions  being  seldom  6 °ne’  his  keen  Per' 
‘ermining  the  Va  Ue  nf  n”er  at  fanlt  in  d«' 

Probable  outcome  of  a K ™ ,nvestmen‘.  or  the 
NotwithsS  u b,us,ness  contract, 
more  has  always  h£>  h'S  bus'ness  cares  Mr.  Skid- 
well  informed  uDon  " 1 reader’  a.nd  be  bas  kept 
he  has  been  a lifelnn  geJ!era  ‘opics.  In  politics 
Civil  war  he  gave  fe  Democrat‘  b"‘  during  the 
m 'ts  efforts  to  sunnr  SUPPOr‘  t0  tbe  government 
"ever  taken  LT  the  RebelIi°"-  He  has 
•hough  at  one  tim»  k * P&rt  ln  local  Politics,  al 
Frideennrt  .,  e served  as  a member  of  th« 


viz  MrstlM;S'  Skidm?r®  had  seven  children, 
bridge.  Mass.;  ' Ju7iues  W . a^k^' 
facturer  in  Bridgeport;  Philo  Hurd,  Jr.,  mana- 
ger of  the  Pacific  Iron  Works;  Abigail  (deceased! 
who  married  the  late  Henry  T.  Nichols  and  had 
our  children;  William,  who  died  at  he  1 j 
three  years;  Eddie,  who  died  at  tbe  age  Tsix- 
and  Herbert  M.,  who  died  in  1887  at  the  aee  of 
twenty-two.  / ge  ot 


n..  ulI#i  ^ r pomiCS,  al- 

®ridgeport  council  and^  3S  3 member  of  ‘he 
State  Legislator*.’  Z ,WaS  a member  of  the 
ch|ef  eng^eer  of ’tb3  fi°  f°f  several  years  was 
P0».  For  mran°yf  ‘j!  firf  department  at  Bridge- 

worker  in  Trinity  En.^rS  ^ baS  been  a leading 
!?  which  he  has  hfld  offir  “rCh  at  Newt°wn, 
•he  time  the  new  edifi^  c°nt,nuously.  and  at 
1en  m«n  to  contribS W3S  built  he  was  one  of 

t0«-  Socially  the  fa  h?  8reatCr  portion  of  ‘he 
!?bJect  is  a me’  h®  ls  Prot"'nent.  and  our 

^0ePeack  Lod?e  No°  L °‘  °-  F-  a"d  of 
Haven.  °dge  N°-  L F.  & A.  M„  at  New 


C&SwLDr  DAVIS‘  ("ember  of  The  Davis 
Derhv  r y c0mpany-  jeweiers-  was  born  in 

PhnR  Z"  SePt-  5’  l863>  the  on,y  child  of 

John  B.  and  Josephine  (Chatfield)  Davis. 

■ J°hn  R Davis-  Sr-.  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
town n”ev,0f  the  m°St  Promi"ent  men  of  the 

DavL  Dfy’  WaS  Wel1  known  “ “Deacon 
Davis,  and  was  a very  earnest  member  of  the 

Presbyterian  Church.  John  B.  Davis  Tr 

father  of  Charles  D.,  was  born  in  Derby!  and 

with6  hiTT  i°  manvh°?d’  eneag‘"g  1"  business 
with  his  father,  who  had  become  a celebrated 

grower  of  peaches,  the  expert  cultivation 
of  which  was  carried  on  with  general  farm- 

Z .Day‘s  was  also  a member  of 

the  Weed  family  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  who 
are  descendants  of  Jonas  Weed,  who  came  over 
in  the  same  ship  with  Sir  Richard  Salstonstall 
accompanying  him  to  Watertown,  Mass.,  wm 
admitted  Freeman  May  18,  1631.  dismissed  from 
Watertown  Church  to  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  May 
29 » !«35,  thence  to  Stamford  in  1642. 

Charles  D.  Davis  was  brought  to  Bridgeport 
at  the  age  of  four  years.  As  a young  man  he 
entered  the  jewelry  store  of  E.  W.  Button,  as  a 
cJerk,  continuing  as  such  until  1887  when  he  was 
admitted  as  a partner.  In  1890  he  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  present  store,  the  firm  being 
known  as  Parker  & Davis,  but  has  subsequently 
been  incorporated  under  the  name  of  The  Davis 
& Hawley  Company.  In  1891  Mr.  Davis  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Susan  J.  Hawley,  who  was 
born  in  Bridgeport,  a daughter  of  Frederick  B. 
Hawley,  of  that  place.  To  their  union  three 
children  have  been  born:  Constance  H.,  who 
died  May  4,  1896;  Bronson  Hawley,  born  March 
2,  1896;  and  Esther  Kinney,  bom  June  18,  1897. 
Mr.  Davis  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  Frater- 
nity, is  a member  of  Hamilton  Commandery  No. 

5.  K.  T.,  and  Lafayette  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R.; 
is  also  a member  of  Pequonnock  Lodge  No.  4, 
TO.  O.  F.  He  is  a member  of  the  Universalist 
Church,  and  served  as  clerk  of  the  parish  a num- 
ber of  years.  He  occupies  a high  position  in  the 
estimation  of  the  citizens  of  Bridgeport  for  his 
business  integrity. 
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Frederick  d.  benedict,  member  of 

the  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  for  Wilton, 
was  born  in  that  town  April  30,  1 843,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  there  first  in  the  common 
schools.  Afterward,  during  the  years  1861-62, 
he  entered  Wilton  Academy  under  Professor 
Olmstead,  and  then  entered  Yale  College,  in 
class  of  ’67,  and  passed  through  the  freshman  and 
sophomore  years  of  1863-64-65.  leaving  at  the 
end  of  the  sophomore  year,  thus  securing  a liberal 
and  valuable  education. 

After  leaving  Yale  College  Mr.  Benedict  taught  1 
school  for  a few  years  in  different  places,  viz.:  in 
Wilton,  Norwalk  and  New  Canaan,  and  still  later 
attended  Danville  Theological  Seminary  in  Ken- 
tucky, for  one  year;  but  owing  to  ill  health  he 
did  not  complete  his  course.  In  fact  it  was  ow- 
ing to  the  condition  of  his  health  that  he  took  up 
farming  on  the  Benedict  homestead,  and  this  oc- 
cupation he  has  since  followed  in  Wilton.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Benedict  is  a Republican  of  the 
stanchest  kind,  and  as  such  he  has  held  numer- 
ous town  offices  such,  as  selectman,  assessor  and 
member  of  the  board  of  relief.  In  1896  he  was 
elected  to  represent  his  town  in  the  Legislature 
of  the  State,  was  a member  of  the  committee  on 
Judicial  Nomination,  also  on  the  committee  on 
Unfinished  Business.  Mr.  Benedict  is  a member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Wilton,  is  one 
of  the  deacons  in  same,  and  has  been  its  treasurer 
since  1879.  In  1882  Mr.  Benedict  was  married 
to  Miss  H.  Lucretia  Gregory,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam D.  and  Sarah  A.  (Middlebrook)  Gregory,  of 
Wilton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benedict  have  no 
children. 

Isaac  Benedict,  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  August  7,  1 746,  and  died  August 
10,  1813.  He  married  Elizabeth  Burchard,  and 
names  and  dates  of  birth  of  their  children  are  as 
follows:  Esther,  July  21,  1770;  Adah,  May  24, 

1772;  Elizabeth,  May  24,  1774;  Isaac,  May  9, 
1776,  died  May  23,  1776;  Huldah,  March  19, 
1779;  Isaac,  brief  sketch  of  whom  follows;  and 
Nancy,  September  26,  1783. 

Isaac  Benedict,  grandfather  of  Frederick  D., 
was  born  June  24,  1781,  in  the  town  of  Lewis- 
boro  (then  South  Salem),  Westchester  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  died  on  his  farm  January  25,  1858. 
After  leaving  school  he  adopted  farming  as  his 
life  occupation  and  always  adhered  to  it,  being 
an  unusually  successful  man  in  his  calling.  He 
married  Huldah  Hoyt,  who  was  born  September 
29,  1784,  and  had  children  as  follows:  Syrene, 

born. March  7,  1804,  married  Henry  Holmes; 
Darius,  born  July  18,  1805,  married  Harriet 
Fuller;  Nancy,  born  March  18,  1811;  and  Isaac 
N.,  a sketch  of  whom  follows: 


Isaac  N.  Benedict,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  April  21,  1 81 3.  in  the  town  of  Lewisboro, 

N Y and  there  received  his  education  in  tne 
common  schools  of  the  locality.  Leaving  school 
he  learned  shoemaking,  and  worked  at  his  trade 
for  a number  of  years.  Later  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  upon  which 
he  resided  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died 

January  20.  1882.  ...  „ 

Politically,  Mr.  Benedict  was  a Republican, 
and  was  honored  at  different  times  by  his  fellow 
citizens  with  election  to  offices  tn  his  town,  viz.. 
selectman,  assessor,  on  the  board  of  rehef>  etc‘ 
He  married  Miss  Emily  A.  Keeler,  who  was  born 
November  25,  1817,  »n  Wilton,  a daughter  0 
Isaiah  and  Lucy  (Watrous)  Keeler,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a prosperous  farmer  of  w "ton. 
By  this  union  there  were  children  as®1  , 
Lucy  W.,  born  October  19,  1841,  wtw  di 
single;  Frederick  D..  the  subject  of  ^is*ket^ 
Arthur  N.,  born  May  13.  1845. 

Lucy  E.  Brown;  and  Emily  K.,  born  Septemb 
4,  1849,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Arthur  N.  Benedict,  brother  of  oar : » ■ 
ject,  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Wi  on> 
there  educated  in  the  common  schoo  S; 
ing  farming  for  a living,  he  has  alway 
that  occupation.  By  his  wife,  Lucy  • (j  g | 
he  has  had  four  children:  Harry  D., 

Robert  N.  and  Frank  C.  p D 

William  D.  Gregory,  father  ofMrs.  L ^ 
Benedict,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wllt0“'.  , ■ 
18,  1823.  His  early  education  was  received  m 

the  common  schools  of  that  place,  a eaiter 

ward  he  commenced  farming.  Soon  , ted, 
he  built  a grist  and  saw  mill,  which  he  ^ 
for  some  years,  or  until  it  was  borne  ’ st 
then  returned  to  farming,  which  he  or  ^ 

part  followed  during  the  remainder  o s 

As  a Republican  he  held  numerous  o j. 

such  as  town  clerk,  and  he  served  sev  ^ 
as  a member  of  the  Legislature.  cuitural 

secretary  of  the  Fairfield  County  g tj,e 
Society  for  a number  of  years,  and  m . , jn 
places  in  which  he  served  he  was  so  com. 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  that  the  was  a 
munity  honored  and  respected  him.  , ie!n. 
justice  of  the  peace,  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a me 
ber  of  the  Congregational  Church  0 • d jviiss 

For  his  first  wife  Mr.  Gregory  was. 

Henrietta  Middlebrook,  May.30,  i»45-  l2i 

born  May  15,  1824.  and  died  ° born  No- 

1846,  leaving  one  child,  Henrietta  •>  por 
vember  9,  1846,  and  died  August  4.  Sarah 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Gregory  marrie  a sister 
A.  Middlebrook,  born  Januasy  2T,  1 > ^jog. 

of  his  first  wife,  this  second  marriage 
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place  June  i8,  1848.  She  became  the  mother 
of  the  following  children:  Annie  M.,  born  Sep- 
tember 8,  1852,  married  George  N.  Pike,  and 
has  one  son,  Clarence  G.  Pike,  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.;  Daniel  W.,  bom  May  23,  1854,  died  Sep- 
tember 18,  1854;  H.  Lucretia,  born  September 
13.  i«S5-  married  the  subject  of  this  sketch- 
Emma  S.,  born  June  .5,  1857,  died  single  in 
May.  1891 ; El wm  H.,  born  June  18,  1861,  mar- 
ried Lizzie  McCartey;  and  George  C.  M.,  bom 
January  26,  1867,  married  Josephine  G.  Todd. 


gDWARDS  M.  SMITH,  M.  D.  Professional 
=j!.e  brlDSs  a severe  test  of  one’s  innate 
capacities,  success  being  less  easily  won  than  in 

hihmade  tngS  Whfe  extraneous  advantages  can 
welKow  re;Cn.f°rce  Pf«onal  efforts,  and  this 
* physician  of  Newtown  may  feel  a 

hi*h  by 

N Y0CbornSlnith  iS  3 native  of  Poughkeepsie, 
Li  ui  Mly  I9>  l86°-  and  is  descended 
hav?  ‘ h fCOtt,S,h  family-  the  ancestral  home 
Scotlfnd  ynvted  cearuthe  city  of  Edinburgh, 
of  our  sublet  lam  Smr/h’  the  great-grandfather 

country  but  lanTJlV  -l*  °?g  resident  of  that 
was  ^’but  Jam«  Smith,  the  grandfather,  who 

SddZTS,fd,nl^  came  to  the  New 

periods  at  n iP’  a~d  after  remaining  for  short 
^ theatc2“e.bec  (Canada).  and  in  Vermont, 
keejsie  N V ? IlDe'  he  sett,ed  in  Poughl 
a coMectLl;'KearIyinthe  forties.”  He  was 
energetic  man  h 0ccupatlon'  and  being  a thrifty, 
ness  at  his  new  h°°n  es*;abiisbed  a fine  busi- 
undergoing  change  ome’  the  name  of  the  firm 

Smith  & Sonslf • hT  J,a,mes  Smith  to  James 
becoming  fire/i  g h~  ll  et,lne’  after  his  death 

‘akiog  hs6DSLJ,afmeS  S™th’s  Sons-  and  later 
K„-.- us  present  form  of  Smith  Brother 


the  substantial"  ' °*  ’,tS  founder-was  one  of 

be  was  held  in  tbe  c,ty-  As  a citizen 

his  family  he  was  a eSteem’  and  ,ike  all  -of 

‘enan  faith  bdnt , * suPPorter  of  the  Presby- 
the  local  Churclf  °Lyears  a.lead,ng  member  of 
whomhehad  twn  ^HLmarr,ed  Ann  Black,  by 
the  latter,  William  wht?re  and  three  sons-  Of 
affairs  in  New  Yo^k  sfitJ*  P',0rmnent  in  public 
‘he  candidate  of  the  p WaS  at  one  time 
°®ce  of  governor-  ^mProh,bltl°n  party  for  the 
mentioned  more  full!? tS’i°Ur  subiect’s  father,  is 
resided  in  pou„hi_  V be  ow’  and  Andrew,  who 
firm  of  Smith  Broth  PSue  WaS  a member  of  the 
Col.  wfwhS,*uUtdiedin  0ctober,  ,895. 

* bom  in  1834  in’ohehfather  of  our  subiect- 
»34,  m Quebec,  Canada,  and  died 


was 


at  b,®vytown’  Conn.,  in  December,  1896.  In  his 
youth  he  learned  the  confectioner’s  trade  to  such 
good  purpose  that  he  originated  the  formula  for 
the  now  world-famed  Smith  Brothers’  Cough 
Drops,  once  known  as  Pectoral  drops.  He  re- 
mained with  the  firm  through  its  various  changes 
until  1872,  when  he  retired  from  that  line  of 
business  and  engaged  in  hotel-keeping,  spending 
the  summers  in  the  Catskills  and  the  winter- 
seasons  in  Florida.  In  all  his  enterprises  he  met 
with  marked  success,  and  the  “Glen  Ridge 
House ,”  at  Cornwall,  N.  Y„  was  for  many  yearn 
a popular  hostelry  under  his  judicious  manage- 
ment. Since  1888  he  has  not  been  especially 
active  in  business  life.  He  has  always  been  in- 
terested in  all  that  pertains  to  the  advancement 
of  the  community  in  which  he  has  resided,  and 
in  religious  faith  he  is  a devout  Methodist.  For 
many  years  he  was  connected  with  the  New  York 
State  Militia,  and  served  as  colonel  of  the  21st 
Regiment,  at  Poughkeepsie.  Politically  he  has 
been  a Republican  since  the  date  of  the  organi- 
zation of  the  party,  and  while  he  has  not  given 
much  time  to  party  work,  he  held  office  as  super- 
visor  in  Poughkeepsie  for  two  terms.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Frances  Edwards,  daughter  of  Ward 
Edwards,  a leading  citizen  of  Newburg,  N.  Y., 
and  they  have  had  two  children:  Edwards  M..’ 
our  subject,  and  Lem  A.,  who  is  now  engaged 
in  the  electrical  business  in  New  York  City. 

Doctor  Smith’s  academic  education  was  ob- 
tained in  his  native  place,  in  the  public  schools 
and  the  Military  Institute,  which  was  then  under 
the  control  of  Professor  Jewett.  He  also  spent 
about  a year  and  a half  with  a private  tutor, 
his  studies  being  chosen  with  special  reference  to 
his  professional  career,  but  later  he  completed  a 
high-school  course.  The  next  two  years  he  spent 
in  the  office  of  Dr.  Edward  H.  Parker,  one  of 
the  prominent  physicians  of  Poughkeepsie;  and 
with  this  preparation  Doctor  Smitii  went  to  New 
York  City,  in  1880,  and  matriculated  in  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  the  mediCat  de- 
partment of  Columbia  College.  While  there  his 
work  was  chosen  with  a view  to  general  practice,  : 
and  in  1 882  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  After  a year  at  home,  he  came,  in  the 
latter  part  of  1883,  to  this  county,  locating  first 
at  Danbury.  In  January,  1886,  he  removed  to 
Newtown  and  associated  himself  with  Dr.  W.  C. 
Wile,  a physician  of  about  fourteen  years’  prac- 
tice, and  a year  later,  when  Doctor  Wile  with- 
drew, Doctor  Smith  took  charge  of  the  business. 
This  he  has  continued  successfully  ever  since,  • 
building  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative  country 
practice,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  county.  For  twelve  years  he  has  held  the  • 
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appointment  of  coroner’s  medical  examiner  for 
Newtown,  and  he  is  now  serving  his  fourth  year 
as  health  officer  of  the  town.  He  belongs  to  the 
Danbury  Medical  Society,  and  to  the  medical 
associations  of  the  county  and  State,  and  to  the 
American  Medical  Association,  his  ability  com- 
manding the  respect  of  his  fellow-practitioners. 
Political  affairs  have  never  claimed  his  attention, 
as  he  is  exclusively  devoted  to  his  profession,  but 
he  is  a firm  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  Socially  he- is  identified  with 
the  Knights  of  Honor,  and  the  F.  & A.  M., 
Hiram  Lodge,  No.  1 8,  and  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  1 , 
R.  A.  M.  In  religion  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  being 
a member  of  Trinity  Church  of  Newtown,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  a vestryman  for  five 
years,  and  as  treasurer  for  four  years. 

In  1887  the  Doctor  was  married  toMiss Grace 
Dibble  Raymond,  the  daughter  of  William  W. 
Raymond,  of  Danbury,  and  their  home  is  bright- 
ened by  two  children:  Grace  Edna,  born  June 

15,  1 888,  and  Andrew  Raymond,  born  January 
29,  1892. 


QEORGE  E.  LEMMER,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  medical  fraternity 
in  this  section,  has  since  April,  1885,  been  in  ac- 
tive practice  at  Danbury,  his  office  being  located 
at  No.  153  Main  street.  While  he  does  not 
specialize  in  his  practice,  he  has  made  special 
preparation  in  the  most  important  branches  of  a 
genera]  practitioner’s  work,  and  in  addition  to 
the  regular  course  of  study  in  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College  at  New  York  City,  he  took 
private  course  work  in  surgery  with  Prof.  Alex- 
ander B.  Mott ; in  heart  and  lung  diseases  with 
Professors  Janeway  and  Smith;  in  pathology  with 
Prof.  William  Welch;  and  in  chemistry  with 
Prof.  Ogden  Doremus. 

Doctor  Lemmer  comes  of  German  ancestry 
on  the'  paternal  side,  his  father,  Adam  Lemmer, 
being  a native  of  Berlin,  Prussia.  Coming  to 
America  in  early  manhood,  Adam  Lemmer  estab- 
lished himself  in  business  as  an  organ  builder, 
and  is  regarded  as  a pioneer  in  that  industry  in 
this  State.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Burke,  was  born  in  Limerick,  Ireland. 

Doctor  Lemmer  was  born  September  30,  1855, 
at  Newark,  N.  J.,  whence  he  was  taken,  in  1861, 
to  Ansonia,  Conn.,  where  his  youth  was  spent, 
his  education  being  obtained  in  the  public  schools, 
with  three  years  of  private  tuitior  in  the  Latin 
classics.  He  then  entered  upon  journalistic 
work,  and  for  six  years  was  a reporter  on  the 
New  Haven  Union  and  the  Ansonia  Sentinel. 
In  the  summer  of  1881  he  began  his  preliminary 


course  of  medical  reading  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  W.  W.  Baldwin,  of  Ansonia,  and  in  Septem- 
ber, 1882,  he  became  a student  in  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital Medical  College,  where  he  was  graduated  an 
honor  man  on  March  9-  1885.  In  the  following 
month  he  opened  an  office  at  his  present  location. 

The  Doctor  is  actively  interested  in  the  vari- 
ous progressive  movements  in  his  locality,  es- 
pecially in  educational  affairs,  having  served  con- 
tinuously for  nine  years  past  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  active  school  visitors.  Aside  from  this 
position  his  official  honors  have  been  connected 
more  or  less  closely  with  his  professional  work. 
For  two  years  (1893  and  1894)  he  was  police 
surgeon  for  the  city  of  Danbury.  On  March  13, 
189$,  he  was  appointed  town  health  officer  by 
County  Health  Officer  George  E.  Hill,  and  in 
October,  1 896,  he  was  reappointed  to  that  office 
for  the  term  of  four  years.  On  April  12,  1897, 
he  was  appointed  city  health  officer  by  the  mayor 
and  common  council,  and  April  9,  1898,  he  was 
reappointed.  He  is  a member  of  the  town, 
county  and  State  Medical  societies,  and  for  five 
years  past  has  been  secretary  and  treasurer  ot 
the  Danbury  Medical  Society;  in  January,  i°99* 
he  was  elected  president.  As  a public  official  e 
displays  the  same  energy,  foresight  and  faith  u - 
ness  to  his  ideal  of  duty  which  characterize  his 
professional  work,  and  his  efforts  have  won  t ® 
unqualified  approval  of  his  fellow  citizens.  W 1 e 
he  was  serving  as  police  surgeon  some  of  those 
who  were  best  acquainted  with  the  nature  an 
the  results  of  his  labors  resolved  to  give  a tangi- 
ble token  of  their  admiration,  and  at  a meeting 
of  the  Danbury  Medical  Society  held  Apri  4- 
1 894,  an  interesting  incident  occurred,  whic 
Danbury  Dispatch  of  the  next  day  describe  a 
follows: 


Many  out  of  town  practitioners  were  arties  out- 
as  the  majority  of  Danbury's  doctors.  The  only  p ,n(irew6i 
side  of  the  profession  were:  His  Honor  Mayi * ^ 

Captain  of  Police  Bevans,  and  Editor  DeStjn ' “MV  an(j 
patch.  Speeches  were  made,  some  of  which  wer  jL  how- 
witty.  The  principal  item  on  the  evening  s P™£  ’ half 

ever,  had  been  kept  a secret,  not  more  than _pe  P y 
dozen  of  those  present  knowing  of  what  was  to  p 
amusing  surprise.  . . . Mavor  C.  S. 

When  the  time  was  ripe  for  its  inception,  1 ^ . injng 
Andrews  and  Capt.  George  R.  Bevans  were  in  f were 
room  and  asked  for  admis.-ion.  The  members  P . ,hey 
consulted  and  it  was  decided  to  admrt  them.  ^ 

were  seated  President  Stratton  arose  and  statea  ,hCjr 
some  very  serious  charges  to  present  against  wcre 

number,  and  as  the  mayor  and  police  captain  ot  , > jD 
present  he  thought  it  a just  time  to  present  t one 

question.  The  audience  were  still  as  death  an  .*e,0f 
looked  grave.  President  Stratton  then  preset™  c"Hf  bad 
a serious  nature  against  Police  Surgeon  Lemm  • were 
been  reappointed  to  this  office,  but  when  the  * would 

made  and  sustained,  as  they  certainly  w°uld_5f’  charges  in- 
be  no  doubt  as  to  his  guilt  and  dismissal.  * “ . _ f a new 
eluded  those  of  aiding  and  abetting  the  prov  g heines 
emergency  hospital;  how  he  had  tried  all  kinds  or 
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“n'1'he  had  secured  the  same,  and  after  securing  it  how  he 
had  begged  some  rubber  sheets  from  one  party,  bandages 
from  another,  etc,,  until  now  the  hospital  was  a full  fled|ed 


The  mayor  accepted  the  charges  and  the  prisoner  was 
, *!ands  pf  Captain  of  Police  Bevans.  The  mayor 

found  that  the  pnsoner  was  guilty  of  the  charges,  and  the 
peiuity  tmpoMd  was  that  he  be  presented  with  a gold  shield 
for  his  behavior  The  applause  of  the  audience®  was  long 

“1 the  ?°uCe  sur?eon-  whose  face  had  been  turn® 
mg  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow,  was  nownonDlused  Hie 
mouth  was  closed  and  he  had  lost  the  key.  After  tb^'resen 
' banquet  was  held,  and  the  Lppv  pa«yPbrX 

SI  LS 

■ °n  N°v7ber  14,  1894.  Doctor  Lemmer  mar- 

and  H1SSHe,?.^  McGlnty’  daughter  of  Matthew 
and  Harriet  McGinty,  of  Bethel,  and  two  chil- 

unio^  GeTffe^an,eS  and  Ruth'  have  blessed  the 

Pe.erlhpD0Ct°^and  his  wife  are  members  of 
M.  Peters  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  for  ten 

years  he  sang  first  tenor  in  the  ihoir.  Mra 

for  mTvherSe  f 15  qUhe  musicaI]y  inclined,  and 
or  many  years  prior  to  her  marriage  much  of  her 
nine  was  given10  both  voca,  an<f 


FRE!>ERIGK  C GRAVES, -M.  D.  Success 
~ ,n  the  medical  profession  depends  not  merely 

tion  buCtqalsed  kn°Wledge  and  its  ski,lfuI  applica 
tv.  To  have  mad  PerS°nal  W°rth  and  inna‘<=  abili- 
ty ofTen*®  °ne  S Way  t0  the  front  in  such 
in  this  serP  a compose  the  medical  fraternity 

question  thl  'S  t0-  haVC  demonstrated  beyond 
5ub  o tehiPs°ShSeSSIOn  °f  TSUal  gifts'  and  ‘he 
Bridgeport  might°6ra,?  y;  a Ieadin8  Physician  of 
ble  standing  ASht  wel1  ,‘ake  Pride  in  his  honora- 
fine  physique  which5  ^1,°'^/-  <lualifica‘ions  is  a 

^uouJZfes  S !nablef  h,m  to  Perform  ‘be 

difficulty  while  hie  _ge"eral  Practltl°ner  without 
passport  to  the  conffd  n bearinS  is  a ready 

Doctor  Saves  w/sT  °f  f daSSeS  °f  Pe°Ple 

Bainbridge,  Chenango  Co"  J“  3V863’‘n 
Pa'ema]  line  is  „f  p„°r u j Y’’  and  m the 
Seating  in  New  FnsT  't  descent,  his  ancestors 

s-  T ,637-  Gaylord 

of  Ml  Union  ru  °f  our  subject,  was  a native 
successfully  en’eaeed^Hfu  S°'  ’ N'  Y-  and  was 
Bainbridge  for^hfn,,  c”  the  urnlture  business  in 
in  retirement  at  ♦>/ ^VC  years’  but  is  now  living 
Miss  HaS  E p2t  l3tter  Place'  He  married 
and  a daughter  of  r yS*  ^ na‘ive  °f  Bainbridge, 
Doctor  rr  Caf>  l8aac  Pe“ys' 

Bainbridge  mcW*1*?*  h'S  y0uth  mainly  in 
^ of  nineteen TV "T  academy  at  the 

at  Hamilton  N V Jtended  Colgate  University 

tau|ht  for  a time'in  Vb  it  ‘•W°  years’  and  then 
,me  m ‘he  Union  School  at  Mason- 


ville,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the  graded  school  of  Ridge- 
field, Conn.  His  choice  of  life  work  having  been 
made,  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  New  York,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in.  1888.  On  April  1,  1888,  he  came  to 
Bridgeport  t°  take  a position  as  house  physician 
1D  ‘be  Bndgeport  Hospital,  where  he  remained 
until  December  of  the  same  year.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  engaged  in  private  practice, 
meeting  with  unqualified  success  from  the  start. 
He  belongs  to  the  State,  County  and  City  Med- 
ical Societies,  also  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  at  one  time  was  president  of  the  Bridge- 
port Medical  Association,  while  he  also  maintains 
his  connection  with  the  City  Hospital  as  a visit- 
ing physician. 

On  September  15,  1892,  Doctor  Graves  mar- 
ried Miss  Fanny  E.  Damon,  daughter  of  Dr.  S.  J. 
Damon,  a well-known  physician  of  New  York 
City,  who  resides  in  Bridgeport.  Two  children 
have  blessed  this  union,  Frederick  T.  and  George 
W.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  prominent  in 
the  best  social  societies  of  Bridgeport,  and  he 
belongs  to  various  organizations,  including  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of  which  he  is  a director  and  also 
medical  examiner  in  the  gymnasium;  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  the  N.  E.  Order  of  Protection,  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  is  a member  of 
the  Sea  Side  Club  and  Bridgeport  Yacht  Club. 

In  religious  faith  he  is  a Methodist,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  official  board  of  the  First  Church 
at  Bridgeport.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  he  has  not  been  especially 
active  in  public  affairs. 


T=*DWARD  C.  BURRITT,  a resident  of  the 
■Mb'  town  of  Stratford,  is  a representative  of  one 
of  the  old  families  of  his  locality,  and  occupies 
an  estate  which  has  been  held  in  the  family 
name  for  many  years. 

For  several  generations  the  members  of  the 
family  have  been  identified  with  agricultural 
interests,  but  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Philip  Burritt,  who  was  born  in  Stratford 
January  26,  1801,  was  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  in  addition  to  the  management  of  his 
farm.  This  worthy  citizen  was  married  October 
26,  1828,  to  Miss  Alice  Coe,  who  was  born  in 
the  same  town  December  1,  1794,  and  two 
children  blessed  the  union:  Ann  Satterley,  born 
February  to,  1833,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  and  Charles  P. , our  subject’s 
father. 

The  late  Charles  P.  Burritt,  born  in  Stratford 
township  August  27,  1835,  followed  farming 
throughout  his  life,  and  was  much  esteemed  as  a 
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citizen.  He  was  a regular  attendant  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  for  many  years.  In  politics 
he  was  a stanch  Republican,  and  his  fellow 
townsmen  frequently  called  him  to  offices  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  the  position  of  town 
treasurer  having  been  filled  by  him  several  terms. 
He  died  June  3,  1886,  leaving  a widow,  Mrs. 
MaryE.  (Burton)  Burritt,  and  one  son,  Edward 
C.  Mrs.  Burritt  was  born  March  9,  1829,  in 
Stratford,  the  daughter  of  Albert  Burton,  a well- 
known  citizen  of  that  town. 

Our  subject  was  born  June  15.  1862, in  Strat- 
ford township,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  old  academy  in  Stratford  village. 
During  his  youth  he  became  familiar  with  the 
details  of  farm  management,  and  on  leaving 
school  he  gave  his  attention  to  the  work  on  the 
homestead.  The  farm  comprises  forty  acres  of 
excellent  land,  which  he  at  present  rents  to  a 
tenant.  Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  he 
takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  questions  of 
the  day,  being  in  sympathy  with  all  forms  of 
progress.  He  has  not  married. 


MUGH  STIRLING,  manufacturer  of  mat- 

tresses  at  Nos.  5 and  7 Union  street, 

Bridgeport,  was  born  in  the  City  of  London, 
England,  January  16,  1848,  the  third  son  of 
Hugh  (Sr.)  and  Eleanor  (Stratton)  Stirling. 

Hugh  Stirling.  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Falkirk,  Scotland,  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  Stirling,  and  a lineal  descendant 
of  Sir  Thomas  Stirling,  who.  was  born  in  Scot- 
land in  1735,  and  who  served  with  distinction  in 
the  British  army  during  the  American  war  for  in- 
dependence. In  1856,  Hugh  Stirling.  Sr.,  came 
to  the  United  States,  bringing  all  of  his  family 
with  the  exception  of  his  son  Hugh,  and  settling 
in  Bridgeport. 

When  his  father  brought  the  rest  of  the 
family  to  this  country,  Hugh  Stirling,  our  sub- 
ject, was  adopted  by  a cousin  and  sent  to  Grove 
House  Academy,  in  Highgate,  London,  where 
he  remained  until  September,  i860,  when  he 
sailed  for  this  country  to  rejoin  his  parents.  He 
served  an  apprenticeship  with  an  ornamenter  in 
Bridgeport,  and  then  for  about  fifteen  years  fol- 
lowed that  business.  In  1878  he  was  made  fore- 
man of  one  of  the  departments  in  the  Howe 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  where  he  remained 
until  1885,  when  he  engaged  in  his  present  busi- 
ness, the  making  of  mat.resses,  in  which  he  has 
been  more  than  successful,  and  has  built  up  a 
large  and  lucrative  trade. 

On  October  10,  1877,  Mr.  Stirling  was  mar- 
ried to  Anna  Eleanor  Reid,  daughter  of  Samuel 


and  Anna  Eleanor  Reid,  the  latter  of  whom  died 
when  Mrs.  Stirling  was  but  a few  months  old. 
Samuel  Reid  was  a native  of  the  North  of  Ire- 
land. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stirling  has  been  bora 
one  child,  a daughter,  Anna  Eleanor.  They  are 
earnest  and  devout  workers  of  St.  Paul's  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  which  Mr.  Stirling  is  the  pres- 
ent junior  warden  and  treasurer.  In  politics 
he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party;  and  in  the  fall  of  1898  was  elected  a 
Representative  to  the  General  Assembly.  For 
two  years  he  served  the  city  of  Bridgeport  as  a 
member  of  the  common  council;  for  four  years 
was  on  the  board  of  police  commissioners;  and 
for  three  years  he  has  bden  a member  of  the 
board  of  health.  In  1893  he  was  the  candidate 
of  his  party  for  mayor,  but  he  suffered  defeat, 
Walter  B.  Bostwick,  the  opposing  candidate,  be- 
ing elected.  At  the  election  of  April  3,  1899, 
he  was  elected  mayor.  Mr.  Stirling  may  be 
classed  among  those  who,  by  gentlemanly  bear- 
ing and  courteous  manners,  hold  their  associates 
in  the  bond  of  friendship.  His  aggressiveness 
is  seldom  obtrusive,  yet  there  is  sufficient  of  that 
sturdy  Scotch  element  in  his  composition  to 
maintain  his  dignity  and  command  respect;  be 
can  enforce  discipline,  yet  at  no  time  is  he  ever 
autocratic.  His  friends  love  him  for  his  many 
virtues,  his  acquaintances  esteem  him  for  his  in- 
tegrity. 

While  Mr.  Stirling’s  business  success  and 
standing  is  traceable  to  the  possession  of  rare 
natural  mental  power,  together  with  much  self- 
reliance,  entire  independence  of  character  and  a 
conservatism  possessed  by  but  few,  in  advance  of 
gray  hairs  and  failing  eyesight,  his  social  position, 
one  of  prominence  seldom  equalled,  has  been 
won  through  a disposition  at  once  kindly,  affec- 
tionate, tender  and  winning.  In  the  Masonic 
institute  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport,  and  also  of 
the  State,  our  subject  has  filled  and  is  still  filling 

a large  space.  The  many  thousand  members  of 

the  order  realize  how  large  that  space  is;  how 
sagacious  and  true;  how  nobly  and  unselfishly 
devoted  to  the  fraternity;  how  sedulously  careful 
to  guard  its  interests,  and  how  comprehensively 
he  directed  its  affairs.  Mr.  Stirling  was  made  a 
Mason  in  St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  3,  Bridgeport, 
September  1,  1869,  and  was  elected  Worshipful 
Master  in  1875,  ’76,  ’77,  ’82  and  '83,  having 
previously  served  in  each  of  the  subordinate  po- 
sitions. In  1884  and  1885  he  was  appointed 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  Fairfield 
county,  and.  in  recognition  of  the  able  and  faith- 
ful discharge  of  his  official  duties,  he  received  the 
appointment  of  Grand  Junior  Steward  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  1886,  filling  each  successive 
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station.  In  1891  he  was  elected  Most  Worship- 
ful Grand  Master,  and  in  1895  received  the  rare 
honor  of  a re-election  to  that  exalted  station. 

On  March  ii,  1870,  Mr.  Stirling  was  exalted 
in  Capitular  Masonry  in  Jerusalem  Chapter  No. 
13,  Bridgeport,  and  was  installed  as  Most  Excel- 
lent High  Priest  in  1874,  and  again  in  1875, 
having  filled  nearly  all  the  subordinate  positions 
in  the  Chapter.  This  year  ( 1 897)  he  is  serving 
as  Grand  Master  of  the  2d  Vail  in  the  Grand 
Chapter,  having  been  advanced  from  the  Master 
of  1 st  Vail,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1896. 
On  May  9,  1870,  he  was  received  into  Cryptic 
Masonry  in  Jerusalem  Council  No.  16,  Bridge- 
port, occupied  one  or  two  of  the  subordinate 
positions,  and  was  elected  its  Thrice  Illustrious 
Master  in  1873  and  1874. 

On  August  it,  1870,  Mr.  Stirling  advanced 
another  step,  and  was  knighted  in  Hamilton 
Commandery  No.  5,  Bridgeport,  and  in  this,  as 
in  the  other  bodies,  he  took  an  active  interest, 
filling  each  position  in  turn  until  1881,  when  he 
was  elected  its  Eminent  Commander,  and  again 
in  1882  and  1883.  In  1886  the  Right  Eminent 
Grand  Commander  appointed  Mr.  Stirling  Grand 
Sentinel  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  by  ap- 
pointment and  election  he  filled  each  station, 
when,  in  1895,  he  was  chosen  as  the  Right  Emi- 
nent Grand  Commander,  serving  in  that  capacity 
one  year.  In  1 886  he  was  chosen  as  Prelate  of 
Hamilton  Commandery,  and  to  this  day  still  per- 
forms the  duties  of  that  important  position. 

Our  subject  has  also  become  a member  of 
Lafayette  Consistory  (Scottish  Rite) ; is  a Past  Po- 
tentate of  Pyramid  Temple,  Noble  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  and  a Past  Patron  of  Orient  Chapter, 
Order  of  Eastern  Star, 


Mon.  william  j.  h.  bohannan,  who 

has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 

Democratic  mayor  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  county, 
is  a Southerner  by  birth  and  education,  having 
descended  from  one  of  the  old  families  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Born  in  Mathews  county,  Va .,  March  9, 
1865,  Mr.  Bohannan's  only  knowledge  of  the 
Civil  war  is  through  history  and  from  tradition. 
His  boyhood  days  were  passed  at  Mathews 
Court  House,  the  county  seat  of  Mathews 
county,  where  he  attended  a private  school.  In 
1879  he  entered  Emory  and  Henry  College, 
Washington  county,  Va.,  and  after  a year’s  resi- 
dence there  he  was  for  a time  under  a private 
tutor  ; he  then  attended  Richmond  College  three 
years,  and  was  a member  of  the  Phi  Delta  Theta 
Society.  In  1884-85  Mr.  Bohannan  attended 


the  University  of  Virginia,  at  Charlottesville, 
passing  the  following  year  at  home.  In  1886- 
87-88  he  was  a law  student  at  the  University  of 
Virginia,  and  in  the  year  last  named  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  before  the  superior  court  of 
the  State  of  Virginia.  In  December,  1888.  he 
became  a member  of  the  Bar  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 
In  December,  1889,  he  entered  the  Bar  of  Con- 
necticut, at  Bridgeport,  and  in  April,  1890,  he 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Stamford.  In  1892-93  he  was  engaged  in  post- 
graduate work  at  Johns  Hopkins  University, 
Baltimore,  Maryland. 

In  1893  Mr.  Bohannan  went  to  Germany, 
and  spent  most  of  the  time  until  the  summer  of 
1 895  in  Goettingen  and  Berlin,  returning  to  the 
United  States  and  to  Stamford  in  July  of  the 
latter  year.  He  then  resumed  his  law  practice. 
In  1896  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
mayor  of  Stamford,  but  was  defeated  at  the 
election.  However,  in  1897,  he  was  elected  to 
that  office,  and  has  since,  very  acceptably  to  the 
people  and  with  credit  to  himself,  performed  the 
duties  of  the  incumbency. 


WILLIAM  H.  MALONE,  the  genial  young 

postmaster  of  Norwalk,  is  one  of  the 

native  sons  of  Fairfield  county,  of  whom  she  is 
justly  proud.  He  was  born  January  31,  1869, 
a son  of  Patrick  Malone. 

Patrick  Malone  was  born  in  Clare,  Ireland, 
whence  when  a young  man  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try, locating  first  in  Massachusetts,  where  he 
remained  about  a year,  then  coming  to  Nor- 
walk about  1849.  His  first  occupation  in  this 
country  was  that  of  a laborer,  but  he  soon  re- 
ceived employment  in  a pottery,  and  worked  at 
that  until  about  fifteen  years  ago,  when  he  began 
farming,  in  which  he  has  continued  with  unin- 
terrupted success  ever  since.  He  married  Cath- 
erine Farrel,  who  was  born  in  Garthamone, 
County  Leitrim,  Ireland,  and  eight  children 
were  born  to  them,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
the  others  being:  John,  a hotel  keeper  in  Nor- 

walk; Mary  A.,  wife  of  T.  C.  Murphy;  Marga- 
ret, wife  of  James  Winn,  of  Norwalk;  Elizabeth 
J.,  wife  of  Daniel  Corcoran,  of  the  same  place; 
Kate  A.,  at  home;  and  William  H.  Patrick 
Malone  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  the  entire 
family  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

William  H.  Malone  passed  his  early  days 
in  Norwalk,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  ’85.  For  nearly  a year  after 
leaving  school  he  was  employed  in  the  printing 
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office  of  the  Norwalk  Hour , a paper  published 
in  Norwalk.  He  then  decided  to  learn  hat  mak- 
ing. and  accordingly  entered  the  hat  factory  of 
A.  Solomon  as  finisher,  where  he  remained  from 
August  i,  1886,  to  June  27,  1887,  at  which  time 
he  was  appointed  assistant  postmaster  under  A. 
C.  Golding.  His  services  proved  so  efficient 
that  he  retained  his  position  under  the  next  | 
postmaster,  C.  G.  Hubbell,  and  on  August  1, 
1894,  Mr.  Malone  was  appointed  postmaster  by 
President  Cleveland,  and  is  still  holding  that 
office,  giving  satisfaction  to  the  citizens,  and 
keeping  the  affairs  of  the  office  in  first-class  con- 
dition. 

As  might  be  inferred  Mr.  Malone  is  a Demo- 
crat, stanch  and  true,  and  very  active  in  party 
work — counting  no  labor  too  excessive,  and  no 
sacrifice  too  great  if  it  furthers  the  interests  of  the 
party  whose  principles  he  strongly  advocates. 
As  a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  he 
is  interested  largely  in  its  welfare,  and  contrib- 
utes liberally  of  both  time  and  means  to  the 
various  worthy  causes  advocated  by  that  faith. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Club 
and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  It  is  seldom 
that  one  so  young  as  our  subject  attains  such 
prominence  in  public  affairs,  and  Mr.  Malone 
presents  an  example  worthy  of  emulation.  Of 
gentlemanly  deportment,  kind  and  obliging,  he 
has  won  the  high  esteem  of  those  with  whom 
his  entire  life  has  been  spent. 


BOLLO  E.  GOODSELL.  Few  young  men 

of  this  section  have  made  as  good  a start 

in  life  as  has  this  enterprising  agriculturist, 
whose  farm  near  Newtown  is  conducted  in  a 
model  manner.  Although  but  little  past  his  ma- 
jority, he  has  been  in  business  for  three  years, 
and  his  success  in  the  various  lines  of  agricultural 
work,  so  far  undertaken,  gives  evidence  of  sound 
judgment. 

A native  of  this  county,  Mr.  Goodsell  was 
born  in  Bethel,  July  18,  1876.  His  grandfather, 
Lewis  Goodsell,  was  in  his  day  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  Redding,  this  county.  The  late  Edward 
L.  Goodsell, our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Redding,  September  3,  1852,  and  in 
early  manhood  engaged  in  business  as  a dealer  in 
groceries  and  meat,  first  in  Hattertown,  then  in 
Bethel,  and  later  in  Danbury.  About  1880  he 
became  interested  in  the  hatting  business  in  Dan- 
bury, and  in  this  he  met  with  marked  success 
until  failing  health  compelled  him  to  retire.  In 
1893  he  located  upon  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
our  subject,  and  his  death  occurred  there  August 
30,  1896.  He  was  a man  of  fine  natural  abili- 


ties, and  his  associates  held  him  in  high  esteem. 
In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  but  he  did  not 
seek  prominence  in  local  affairs.  For  many 
years  he  was  a leading  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Bethel,  and  he  also  belonged  to 
Samaritan  Lodge  No.  7,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Dan- 
bury. On  September  9,  1874.  he  married  Miss 
Amelia  Platt,  who  was  born  October  13,  1854,8 
daughter  of  Wanzer  and  Paulina  Godfrey  Platt, 
well-known  residents  of  Newtown.  She  died 
December  23,  1891,  leaving  two  children— Rollo 
Edward,  our  subject,  and  Nellie  Amelia,  who 
was  born  April  15,  1882.  . 

Mr.  Goodsell  was  educated  chiefly  in  the 
public  schools  of  Danbury,  but  he  also  studied 
in  the  academies  at  Newtown  and  Bridgeport  for 
periods  of  six  months  each.  He  was  an  excel- 
lent scholar,  being  naturally  fond  of  learning,  ana 
he  still  continues  that  wider  schooling  which  is 
found  in  the  reading  of  good  literature.  At  t e 
age  of  seventeen  he  took  charge  of  his  present 
farm,  which  consists  of  160  acres  of  fine  land, 
and  during  the  years  of  his  management  t e 
place  has  been  brought  to  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. He  keeps  a dairy  of  fifteen  cows,  exclusive 
of  young  stock,  and  in  this,  as  in  other  wor  , is 

making  a success.  . , 

On  January  16.  1897.  Mr.  Goodsell  married 
Miss  Nellie  May  Wheeler,  a daughter  of  usa 
Wheeler,  a prominent  citizen  of  Bethel,  and  one 
son,  Lewis  Edward,  was  born  to  them  May  /* 
1898.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodsell  are  popular  so- 
cially, and  a host  of  friends  wish  them  long  1 e 
and  prosperity. 


JOHN  D.  HERTZ,  D.  D.  S.,  a skillful  and 
proficient  young  dentist  of  some  seven-yea 
practice  at  Stamford,  Fairfield  county,  is 
scended  from  German  ancestry,  his 
forefathers,  however,  having  resided  in  the 


of  Pennsylvania. 

Rev.  Daniel  Hertz,  his  grandfather,  was  a 
clergyman  of  the  German  Reformed 
D.  Rhine  Hertz,  a son  of  the  clergyman,  and  tn 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Ephra  a, 
caster  Co.,  Penn.  He  married Elizabet 
man.  He  was  prepared  for  the  prac  1 
dentistry,  and  has  honored  the  profession. 

John  D.  Hertz  is  a native  of  Lancaster 
county,  Penn.,  having  been  born  there  . , t 
ber  27,  1870,  and  was  reared  and  schoo 
Ephrata,  Penn.  When  but  sixteen  years  01  6 
he  began  the  study  of  dentistry  in  his 
office,  and  remained  at  home  under  t“c  P 
sional  care  of  his  father  until  he  was  . I 

He  then  went  into  the  office  of  W.  H.  Hertz, 
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cousin  a dentist  at  Hazleton,  Penn.,  remaining 
there  for  a year  and  a half.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time  he  entered  Pennsylvania  College  of 
Dental  Surgery,  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was 
\8?3:.  A/ter  his  graduation  he  prac- 
ticed at  Philadelphia  for  a short  time,  then,  in 
the  same  year,  came  to  Stamford,  and  here  as- 
sociated himself  with  Dr.  A.  G.  Weed,  and  has 
ever  since  practiced  at  that  point.  Socially  he 
is  a member  of  Union  Lodge  No  c F & A M 
..d  .1  Puritan  Lod*.  No.  S«,  I.  o’.'  O.  F.  Doc'- 

'n iSmSS*  h°'d*  h«h  '“k 


T EVI  C.  MORRIS,  member  of  the  well-known 

tnmTnU]e  ™ °f  Prindle&  Morris,  of  New- 
own,  is  an  energetic  and  successful  business 


Mr.  Morris  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
prominent  families  of  Litchfield  county  Conn 
his  great-grandfather,  Amos  Morris,  having  been 
a leading  resident  of  Bridgewater.  This  worthv 

nSWFeSbr°rn  STei  28’  a"d  -s 

Seventy  dgh^y0"^  1 8* « h^was 

5 °^t’diend 

Harried  Sentemh3  age  s*xty-f°ur ; he  was 

whodied  Aug^e4;^07'  } ?°"y  H'  Smith’ 

years  io\  tfnc.  n ’ }^2,  aged  seventy-seven 

•,  b»“  M,v7’  ■»!.  — 

(3)  Curtis  n„r  u-7,  8 8’  to  Laura  Canfield, 
lioned  more fullv^l  * gJaNndfather-  ia  nien- 

oemberfi  ,7oo  7 ’ • (4)  Patty’  born  De’ 

t0  Orange  Smith  “wh^w^  Pebruary  4,  1819, 
1797.  ’ w“°  was  born  August  29, 

was  born  in°Brid(rthe  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
F;bruary7-  '797,  and 
ness,  also  condJ,  engaged  m mercantile  busi- 
">an  of  fi„e  ^“C‘1D1g  a ,?ma11  fa™-  He  was  a 
judgment ° caused ^h'  and  his  client 

fe'low-«ownSm  n 0nh'm  l°  be  COnSuited  b?  his 

For  some  E he hrfUT"  'mportant  matters, 
hate,  and  he  was  f,*  d th*f  °ffi?e  of  iu<%e  of  pro- 

nP  wills,  deeds  and  q,Ui!nt  ,y  Called  uP°n  to  draw 
March  19,  l86o  d otber  legal  papers.  He  died 
November  2 seventy-two  years.  On 

first  wife  Abigail  ci,  SUrtls,Morris  married  for  his 
*3,  *797  and  T w who  was  born  February 

rars/Vseptemh1^^  8’  l82y’  aged 
(second)  Cynthia  I Kbit  2’ , 1 827,  he  married 

'•  '»,• « aJd 


1 ,wnenh-,dineyefS-  w-By  thefirst  union  he  had 
two  children:  Levi  C. , born  October  24,  1822 

was  a merchent  at  Hawleyville  and  later  at 
Sandy  Hook,  but  died  December  13,  1856,  at 
the  early  age  of  thirty-four  years;  Catharina  A., 
born  December  1,  1825,  was  married,  April  22 

n 45,J°,jAntreW  Northr°P.  a leading  citizen  of 
Brookfield,  this  county.  By  the  second  marriage 
there  was  one  son,  Eli  F.,  our  subject’s  father. 

Eli  F.  Morns  was  born  in  Brookfield  Oc- 
tober 31,  1833,  and  in  early  manhood  engaged  in 
the  general  mercantile  business  at  Sandy  Hook 
in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Levi  C.  On  the 
death  of  the  latter  he  purchased  the  entire  inter- 
est,  and  continued  the  business  until  his  death 
which  occurred  October  27,  1866,  when  he  was 
aged  thirty-three.  He  possessed  unusual  ability 
being  an  original  thinker  on  all  subjects,  and  in 
business  was  remarkably  successful,  as  he  began 
with  small  capital,  and  in  a few  years  acquired  a 
handsome  competence.  In  politics  he  was  a 
strong  Democrat,  while  in  religion  he  always  in- 
clined to  the  Episcopal  faith,  in  which  he  was 
reared.  On  November  12,  1836.  he  married 
Miss  Emily  M.  Platt,  who  was  born  May  20. 
1836,  daughter  of  Judson  and  Laura  Platt,  of 
Newtown,  and  is  still  living.  Of  their  two  chil- 
dren our  subject  was  the  elder;  Jennie,  born 
April  1,  1861.  was  married  March  4,  1883,  to 
Arthur  T.  Nettleton,  and  died  in  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
April  s,  1885,  in  her  twenty-fifth  year. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  June 
28,  1858,  in  Sandy  Hook  District,  of  the  town  of 
Newtown.  He  began  his  education  in  the  public 
school,  also  attended  Newtown  Academy,  and 
for  two  and  one-half  years  attended  a boarding 
school  at  Greenwich,  this  county,  his  course  of 
study  giving  him  a fair  knowledge  of  general  sub- 
jects which  has  been  well  supplemented  by  his 
private  reading.  In  1876  he  entered  upon  his 
business  career  as  clerk  for  Sanford  & Hawley,  in 
the  ••  corner  store  ” at  Newtown,  and  on  leaving 
them,  in  1880,  he  was  employed  in  the  store  of 
L.  B.  Booth.  In  October,  1891,  he  was  ap- 
pointed trustee  to  settle  up  the  business.  On 
completing  this  task,  Mr.  Morris,  in  April,  1892, 
engaged  in  his  present  business,  in  partnership 
with  William  H.  Prindle.  Their  trade  is  now 
extensive,  and  they  send  their  teams  to  various 
parts  of  the  surrounding  territory  to  take  orders 
and  deliver  goods.  Their  stoqk  of  general  mer- 
chandise is  well  selected,  Snd  is  in  itself  a sufficient 
guarantee  of  success. 

On  October  1,  1879,  Mr.  Morris  married  Miss 
Fanny  C.  Peck,  a daughter  of  John  B.  and  Char- 
lotte C.  Peck,  well-known  residents  of  Newtown, 
and  three  children  bless  their  union:  Curtis  Peck, 
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Mabel  and  Levi  Phillips.  The  family  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which, 
with  the  exception  of  two  years,  Mr.  Morris  has 
been  treasurer  for  twelve  years  past.  He  is  a 
man  of  public  spirit,  taking  keen  interest  in  local 
affairs,  but  he  has  not  sought  or  held  office.  He 
is  a firm  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party. 


IRA  COLE.  Nearly  half  a contury  ago,  in 
_ in  the  office  of  the  shirt  factory  of  T.  A.  Mor- 
rison & Hoyt,  of  Norwalk,  Fairfield  county,  there 
might  have  been  found  a bright-eyed  little  office 
boy  who  looked  intelligently  into  the  work  of  the 
factory,  and  became  well  informed  on  the 
minutest  details  of  the  work.  To-day  that  office 
boy  is  known  as  the  vice-president  of  the  incor- 
porated company  that  is  the  outgrowth  of  the 
old  firm,  and  we  here  present  a brief  review  of 
the  life  history  of  that  so  phenomenally  success- 
ful a man — Ira  Cole. 

Thomas  Cole,  his  grandfather,  was  one  of  the 
grand  old  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  and  was 
with  the  Continental  army  when  it  was  occupy- 
ing New  York  City.  He  married  Mary  Ressigue, 
a daughter  of  Alexander  Ressigue  (who  was  a son 
of  Alexander  Ressigue,  who  married  a daughter 
of  Pierre  Bontecue,  a Huguenot  of  France),  and 
in  their  family  of  children  was  Sherman,  who  was 
born  June  4,  1804,  and  died  in  1879.  Sherman 
Cole  passed  his  early  days  in  Wilton,  where  for 
many  years  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
carriages  and  carriage  hubs,  the  firm  being  Cole, 
Nichols  & Co.  In  1854  he  retired  from  business 
and  came  to  Norwalk,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  his  death.  He  married  Susan  Hurlbutt,  a 
daughter  of  Louis  Hurlbutt,  of  Wilton,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Emily  married  Charles  Van  Hoosier, 

of  Norwalk,  and  died  in  1892.  (2)  Jane  married 

William  B.  Osborn,  of  Wilton,  and  is  now  living 
in  Manchester,  Mich.  (3)  Eliza  married  Will- 
iam A.  Ambler,  of  Norwalk,  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  war.  (4)  Ira  is  our  subject.  (5)  Mary  E. 
married  Willis  McDonald,  of  Brooklyn,  also  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  (6)  Theo- 
dore died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  (7)  Henry 
married  Mary  Vaille,  and  died  in  1890.  (8)  Har- 

riet married  P.  R.  Dusenberre,  of  Stamford;  he 
is  now  deceased.  (9)  Lydia  married  Henry  S. 
Selleck,  of  Norwalk.  (10)  Allee  married  Lizzie 
Martin,  of  Norwalk,  where  he  is  superintendent 
in  a factory,  (n)  Victor  married  Kate  Hall,  of 
Long  Hill,  this  county.  Sherman  Cole  was  a 
prominent  man  in  the  public  affairs  of  Wilton, 
holding  a number  of  town  offices.  He  was  first 


a Whig,  later  voting  with  the  Republicans.  For 
a number  of  years  he  was  selectman  of  the  town, 
and  also  represented  his  district  in  the  State 
Legislature.  A high  compliment  was  paid  him 
in  selecting  him  for  this  last  position,  one  that  is 
seldom  paid  to  a man  in  politics — he  received 
the  endorsement  of  both  parties  in  his  own 
town — a tribute,  indeed,  to  his  faithfulness,  in- 
tegrity and  popularity,  pointing  him  out  as  a man 
worthy  of  the  perfect  faith  and  confidence  of 
those  who  knew  him  best.  In  all  the  work  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  he  was  found  an  energetic 
helper,  and  he  contributed  materially  to  its  sup- 
port. 

Ira  Cole,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  this  county, 
May  4,  1836,  and  there  spent  the  first  years  of 
his  life.  In  1853  he  went  to  New  York,  where 
he  entered  the  clothing  house  of  Brooks  Brothers, 
as  bookkeeper,  remaining  with  them  one  year. 
He  then  returned  to  Connecticut,  and  coming  to 
Norwalk  entered  the  employ  of  T.  A.  Morrison 
& Hoyt,  shirt  manufacturers,  as  office  boy. 
Steady  application  and  careful  attention  to  busi- 
ness were  the  stepping  stones  by  which  he 
mounted,  and  in  1883  he  bought  out  one  of  the 
partners,  the  firm  becoming  Hutchinson,  Cole  & 
Co.  This  firm  continued  to  prosper,  and  in  1895 
a joint-stock  company  was  incorporated,  under 
the  name  of  Hutchinson,  Pierce  & Co.,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $600,000,  and  Mr.  Cole,  who 
holds  a large  interest,  was  elected  vice-president 
of  the  company.  They  employ  about  300  hands 
in  the  factory  and  600  outside,  the  product  be- 
ing over  25,000  dozen  garments  per  year;  the 
company  also  have  a larger  factory  at  Bridge- 
port, which  has  a capacity  of  over  30,000  dozen 
pieces  per  year,  and  of  course  a larger  force  of 
help.  They  manufacture  the  celebrated  "Star 
goods,  shirts,  shirtwaists  and  underwear  of  the 
highest  grade,  supplying  the  first-class  retailers, 
such  as  Rogers,  Peet  & Co.,  Brokaw  Brothers, 
Stern  Brothers  and  others,  of  New  York  City, 
also  the  leading  houses  of  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
Chicago  and  other  cities  of  the  West  and  South, 
and  they  have  a store  of  their  own  in  New  York. 
Mr.  Cole  attends  to  the  management  of  the 
factories.  Having  devoted  so  much  of  his  life  to 
the  interests  of  this  concern,  his  knowledge  of 
finance  and  his  business  acumen  have  been 
widely  recognized,  and  he  has  been  called  upon 
to  lend  his  services  to  other  corporations;  he  is 
a director  of  the  Fairfield  County  National  Bank, 
also  of  the  Norwalk  Savings  Society.  . 

In  1868  Ira  Cole  was  united  in  marriage  wit 
Rebecca  I.  Hill,  daughter  of  Dr.  Asa  and  Susan 
(Isaacs)  Hill,  the  former  a leading  dentist  m 
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Norwalk,  and  the  latter  a daughter  of  Charles 
Isaacs.  Three  interesting  children  have  come 
to  brighten  their  home  life:  Lena  H.,  Annie  L. 

and  Alice  I.  Mr.  Cole  has  always  been  a Repub- 
lican, and  he  keeps  well  informed  on  all  the 
political  issues.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity  and  of  the  Odd  Fellows;  in  religious 
connection  he  is  a Congregationalist.  He  is 
thoroughly  up-to-date,  and  interested  in  any 
movements  for  the  advancement  of  the  moral  or 
material  welfare  of  his  town.  His  steady  rise  in 
the  world  has  brought  him  in  contact  with  all 
classes  and  conditions  of  men,  and  given  him  a 
broad  sympathy  which  prompts  many  charitable 
acts  of  which  the  people  at  large  will  be  forever 
ignorant. 


TwrT^ILLIAM  F.  GILBERT  was  born  in 
m Weston,  Conn. , December  29,  1822.  In 
that  town  he  received  a good  common-school 
education,  and  after  leaving  school  he  learned 
the  shoemaker’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for 
eleven  years.  In  1852  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Gilbert  & Bennett  Manufacturing  Company, 
of  Georgetown,  Conn.,  and  remained  with  them 
forty-five  years,  during  a greater  part  of  that  time 
having  charge  of  one  of  the  departments  of  the 
business.  During  the  Civil  war  of  the  Rebellion 
he  was  drafted  into  the  army,  but  did  not  serve. 
Politically  he  was  in  his  earlier  days  a Whig,  in 
1840  voting  for  William  Henry  Harrison  for 
President  of  the  United  States.  Later  in  life 
he  became  a Republican,  and  still  adheres  to  that 
party,  but  takes  no  active  interest  in  its  affairs. 
He  is  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  of  Cannon’s  Station,  and  is  steward 
and  trustee  in  same. 

Mr.  Gilbert  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Sterling, 
a daughter  of  William  S.  and  Polly  (Jelliff)  Sterl- 
ing, the  former  of  whom  is  a prosperous  farmer 
of  the  town  of  Wilton.  Mary  E.  Sterling  was 
bornin  Wilton,  May  8,  1830.  To  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  have  come  the  following 
children:  Georgians,  born  January  22,  1852, 
married  O.  I.  See,  of  Bridgeport;  she  was  edu- 
cated in  Wilton.  MaryL.,  born  April  2,  1854, 
married  to  Chester  Benedict;  they  have  one 
child,  Harold,  born  in  August,  1884.  William 
B.,  born  October  27.  1862;  and  Samuel,  who 
died  in  infancy.  William  B.  Gilbert,  only  son 
of  William  F.  Gilbert,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  educated  there 
in  the  common  schools,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business  in  East  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the 
Park-street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
he  is  steward,  treasurer  and  trustee;  is  also  the 


librarian  of  the  Church.  He  married  Miss  Ella 
Coester,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Nina,  born 
in  August,  1890. 

Ebenezer  Gilbert,  grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Ridgefield,  Conn., 
and  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He 
married  Ruth  Hurlbut,  by  whom  he  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Nathan,  who  married  Abigail 

Terrell;  Benjamin,  who  married  Charlotte  Burch- 
ard;  Daniel,  who  married  Betsey  Hurlbut; 
Ebenezer,  who  married  a Miss  Abbott;  Pitt,  who 
married  Miss  Abigail  Schofield;  Hannah,  who 
married  a Mr.  Manie;  Anna,  wife  of  Hulbut 
Burchard;  and  Naomi,  who  married  Elipbalet 
Whitlock. 

Nathan  Gilbert,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston,  Conn., 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  that  place, 
and  after  leaving  school  learned  the  trade  of 
shoemaker,  at  which  he  worked  for  many  years. 
Religiously  he  was  a member  of  the  Methodist. 
Episcopal  Church  of  Weston.  He  married 
Abigail  Terrell,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rachel 
(Bennett)  Terrell,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
carpenter  of  Wilton,  and  a highly  respectable, 
man.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  Gilbert  were  the. 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Brewer,  who 
married  Emma  Godfrey;  William,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Louisa,  who  married  Lorenzo  Jones;. 
Caroline,  wife  of  Sylvester  Olmstead;  Marietta, 
who  married  Aaron  Fellow;  Rachel,  Emily,  Ann, 
all  three  of  whom  died  young;  and  William  F.,. 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Thaddeus  Sterling,  grandfather  of  the  wife  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  England, 
educated  there  and  there  learned  the  trade  of 
blacksmith.  When  yet  quite  young  he  came  to. 
the  United  States,  and  all  that  is  really  known  of 
his  first  place  of  residence  in  this  country  is  that 
he  lived  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  Conn.  In  that 
town  he  carried  on  the  trade  of  blacksmith  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  married  Miss  Mary  St. 
John,  of  Wilton,  by  whom  he  had  children  as. 
follows:  Sherman,  who  married  Ann  Joyce; 

Hawley,  who  married  Maria  Williams;  and  Will- 
iam S. , who  married  Polly  Jelliff. 

William  S.  Sterling,  father  of  our  subject’s, 
wife,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  in 
1810.  He  was  there  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade;  but. 
though  he  worked  at  same  to  some  extent,  yet 
he  devoted  most  of  his  life  to  farming,  and  was 
known  far  and  near  as  the  best  farmer  of  his  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  Religiously  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Wil- 
ton, and  was  a steward  and  trustee  of  his 
Church.  He  married  Miss  Polly  Jelliff,  a daugh- 
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ter  of  Salmon  and  Rebecca  (Gregory)  Jelliff,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a stonemason  of  Wilton. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sterling  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Mary  E.,  wife  of  the  subject 

of  this  sketch;  Sherman,  who  married  (first)  Cath- 
arine Burrows,  and  (second)  Jessie  Manie;  Theo- 
dore, who  remains  single;  Andrew,  who  married 
Mary  Woodruff;  Anne,  who  married  George 
Lathrop;  Rodman,  who  married  Mary  Bennett; 
Odell,  who  married  Minnie  Lathrop;  and  Albert 
and  Freddie,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 


EfcAVID  D.  HAWLEY.  The  profitable  man- 
V agement  of  a farm  requires  business  talent 
of  a high  order,  and  this  is  notably  displayed  by 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a leading  agriculturist 
of  the  town  of  Danbury.  Mr.  Hawley  is  not 
only  a success  as  a general  farmer,  dairyman  and 
cattle  breeder,  but  he  deals  extensively  in  agri- 
cultural implements,  being  agent  for  the  Worces- 
ter Buckeye  Mower,  the  Bullard  HayTedder,  and 
the  Champion  Farm  Wagon.  In  his  various  lines 
he  is  ably  assisted  by  his  son,  Edson  H.,  with 
whom  he  is  in  partnership,  under  the  style  of  D. 
D.  Hawley  & Son. 

Mr.  Hawley  was  born  July  1 8,  1840,  in  Put- 
nam county,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Orin  and  Charlotte 
(Weeks)  Hawley,  and  remained  at  his  native 
place  until  he  was  nine  years  old.  From  that 
time  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
lived  upon  a farm  in  the  town  of  Monroe,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.  During  his  early  manhood  he 
followed  the  hatter’s  trade  for  ten  years,  but  in 
1868  he  settled  upon  his  present  farm,  a beauti- 
ful estate  of  164  acres.  As  has  been  said,  he 
raises  general  crops,  but  of  all  the  products  of 
his  farm  it  is  likely  that  his  fine  breed  of  Holstein 
Friesian  cattle  is  the  best  known. 

On  November  13,  1867,  Mr.  Hawley  married 
Miss  Julia  A.  Hoyt,  who  was  born  at  their  pres- 
ent homestead,  the  daughter  of  A.  E.  Hoyt  and 
granddaughter  of  Ezra  Hoyt.  Four  children 
have  blessed  this  union:  Edson  H.,  who  is  in 

business  with  his  father,  married  Sarah  E.  Miller, 
of  Bethel;  David  D.,  Jr.,  a hatter  by  trade,  mar- 
ried Miss  Laura  Hurlbert,  of  Danbury;  Mary  J. 
is  the  wife  of  George  G.  Knapp,  a farmer  in 
Newtown;  and  Julia  E.  is  at  home.  The  family 
is  identified  with  the  Disciples  Church,  in  which 
Mr.  Hawley  holds  the  office  of  deacon.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Republican,  but  he  has  never  taken 
any  specially  active  share  in  party  work. 

Mr.  Hawley  traces  his  descent  from  an  hon- 
orable ancestry,  the  head  of  the  family  in  this 
country  being  Joseph  Hawley,  who  was  born  in 
1603  in  Derbyshire,  England,  and  landed  near 


Boston,  Mass.,  in  1629.  Later  he  settled  in 
Connecticut,  and  he  died  at  Stratford  in  1690, 
leaving  five  sons:  ( 1 ) Ebenezer  and  (2)  Joseph 

left  no  issue;  (3)  Samuel,  born  in  1652,  had 
seven  children;  (4)  Ephraim,  born  in  1659,  had 
four  sons;  (5)  Capt.  John  Hawley,  born  in  1661, 
had  six  children. 

Isaac  Hawley,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Roxbury,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  be- 
came an  agriculturist  by  occupation.  Some  years 
after  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Warner,  daughter 
of  Doctor  Warner,  of  Newtown,  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  New  York  State,  remaining  there 
some  years,  and  returning  to  New  Milford,  Conn., 
where  he  died.  He  had  six  children:  Orin,  our 
subject’s  father;  David,  who  died  in  Danbury, 
Stephen,  a farmer  in  Roxbury;  Eliza,  who  mar- 
ried Edmund  Garlic,  a farmer  and  tailor  in  Rox- 
bury; Caroline,  who  married  George  Dean,  a 
farmer  of  Patterson.  N.  Y;  and  Nancy,  who 
married  William  H.  Curtis,  a farmer  in  the  town 
of  Monroe,  this  county. 

Orin  Hawley,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Roxbury,  where  for  many  years  he  con- 
ducted a general  store,  and  later  followed  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  He  was  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  was  prominent  in  local  affairs,  although 
he  was  never  an  office-seeker.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1888.  He  married  Miss  Charlotte 
Weeks,  of  Bridgeport,  a lady  of  English  descent, 
who  died  in  1882,  and  they  had  thirteen  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  first  three  died  in  infancy; 
Bennett  S.  is  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Danbury; 
Caroline,  deceased,  married  James  Zarr,  a farm- 
er of  Bedford  Station,  this  county;  Eliza  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Gettis,  of  Bridgeport,  and  both  are 
now  deceased;  Helen  is  the  wife  of  David  H. 
Briggs,  of  Bridgeport;  the  twins,  David  D.  and 
Daniel  D.,  were  next  in  the  order  of  birth, 
and  the  latter  is  now  a resident  of  Bridgeport; 
William,  deceased,  was  a farmer  by  occupation; 
Henry  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business  at  Bridge- 
port; Charlotte  married  David  Wanzer,  a farmer 
of  New  Milford;  Isabelle,  deceased,  was  the  wife 

of  Austin  Phelps,  of  Danbury. 


JAMES  STAPLES.  To  the  student  of  human 
nature  the  history  of  a selfi-made  man  is  of 
surpassing  interest.  To  some  men  early  ad- 
versity inflicts  a blow  never  recovered  from,  a 
wound  never  healed  or  cured.  Their  energy 
crippled,  their  elasticity  of  spirit  destroyed,  then 
hope  crushed.  To  others  it  comes  as  a test  0 
native  vigor,  as  an  incentive  to  effort,  creating  a 
spirit  of  resistance  against  accident  and  fate,  an 
inspiring  with  a determination  to  overcome  every 
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stumbling  block  in  the  path  to  success.  To  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  now  a leading  business 
man  of  Bridgeport,  early  misfortunes  proved  to 
be  the  key  to  a prosperous  life.  In  them  he 
found,  as  many  a man  has  before  him,  a knowl- 
edge of  his  powers,  a chart  of  the  shoals  and 
quicksands  of  business  to  be  avoided,  a will 
hardened  and  strengthened — as  the  mascle  is — 
by  exercise  and  work,  an  ambition  to  overcome 
that  proves  to  so  many  their  final  fall. 

Mr.  Staples  comes  of  excellent  ancestry,  and 
is  a descendant  of  Peter  Staples,  who  came  from 
England  in  1640  with  two  brothers,  and  settled  at 
the  present  site  of  the  town  of  Kittery,  Maine. 
Miles  Staples,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  September  22.  1729,  and  made 
his  home  in  Prospect,  Maine  (now  Stockton), 
where  he  died  February  11,  1810.  He  was  mar- 
ried there  on  June  11,  1753,  to  Sarah  Tre- 
fethenen. 

Miles  Staples  (2),  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  at  Prospect,  but  after  his  marriage  to 
Jane  Nickerson  he  removed  to  Swanville,  Maine, 
where  his  remaining  years  were  spent. 

Capt.  Hezekiah  Staples,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, followed  the  sea,  and  for  thirty  years  was  a 
captain.  He  married  Elizabeth  Treat,  of  Maine, 
whose  grandfather  resided  at  Prospect,  on  a farm 
adjoining  that  of  his  own  grandfather. 

James  Staples,  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Elizabeth 
(Treat)  Staples,  and  one  of  twelve  children,  was 
born  in  Swanville,  January  19,  1824.  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  place, 
high  school  at  Searsport  and  academy  at  Belfast, 
all  in  the  State  of  Maine.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  began  to  teach  school,  and  until  1853 
was  engaged  in  that  profession  in  Monroe,  Swan- 
ville, Searsport  and  Belfast,  during  the  next  year 
teaching  in  Hyannis,  Mass.  In  1854  he  removed 
to  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  established  him- 
self in  the  lumber  business.  Though  hopefully 
prosperous  for  three  years,  the  severe  financial 
crisis  of  1857  caused  his  failure,  and  once  more 
he  was  obliged  to  start  on  a business  career.  At 
that  time,  as  the  financial  clouds  were  gradually 
swept  away,  operations  in  real  estate  became 
quickened  in  and  about  Bridgeport,  and,  as  agent 
and  commission  merchant  in  the  real  estate  field, 
he  once  more  established  himself  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  community,  and  built  up  a large  and 
increasing  business. 

Finding  his  time  and  capabilities  far  from  ex- 
hausted by  his  dealing  in  realties,  Mr.  Staples 
added  the  business  of  an  insurance  agent  to  his 
other  operations,  and  soon  became  one  of  the 
most  trusted  agents  in  that  line  in  the  State. 
After  carrying  on  his  business  alone  for  several 


years  he  associated  with  himself  his  brother, 
George  A.  Staples,  under  the  firm-name  of  J.  & 
G.  A.  Staples.  In  1874  the  firm  still  further  ex- 
tended its  operations,  and  established  a private 
banking  business  in  addition  to  its  real-estate 
and  insurance  enterprises.  George  A.  Staples 
having  gone  out  of  the  firm,  T.  R.  Cruttenden 
became  a partner  in  the  new  firm  of  Staples  & 
Co.,  but  after  Mr.  Cruttenden’s  death,  in  1882, 
Mr.  Staples  continued  alone  until  1884,  his  son, 
Frank  T.  Staples,  taking  charge  of  the  banking 
department.  In  October  of  that  year  Philip  L. 
Holzer  and  Frank  T.  Staples  became  associated 
with  him  in  the  firm  of  James  Staples  & Co., 
which  has  continued  up  to  the  present  time. 
Mr.  Holzer  is  a native  of  Bridgeport,  and  after 
the  formation  of  the  firm  of  J.  & G.  A.  Staples, 
was  a clerk  in  their  house  until  1870,  when  he 
was  appointed  clerk  in  the  Connecticut  National 
Bank  in  Bridgeport,  remaining  with  that  institu- 
tion until  he  became  a partner  in  the  firm  of 
James  Staples  & Co. 

The  business  of  the  firm  of  James  Staples  & 
Co.  is  carried  on  in  their  own  building,  known 
as  the  Staples  Bank  building,  five  stories  high, 
and  occupied  above  the  banking  house  by  offices, 
and  on  the  upper  floor  by  a lodge-room  and  hall. 
No  banking  house  in  Connecticut  is  conducted  on 
safer  or  more  conservative  methods,  and  none 
enjoys  a higher  reputation  in  the  community.  It 
is  a house  for  discount  and  deposit,  and  all  de- 
positors’ balances,  averaging  $500  or  more,  re- 
ceive a satisfactory  rate  of  interest.  It  contains 
a thoroughly  fire  and  burglar-proof  safe-deposit 
vault  for  the  benefit  of  its  customers,  built  and 
equipped  in  the  most  substantial  and  approved 
manner.  The  Staples  Bank  building  was  com- 
pleted in  September,  1892,  and  is  equal  to  any 
of  the  many  costly  and  durable  structures  which 
have  been  erected  in  Bridgeport  during  recent 
years.  The  real-estate  and  insurance  depart- 
ment of  the  firm  is  still  in  full  operation,  but  its 
distinctive  character  is  that  of  a permanent  and 
successful  banking  house.  Notwithstanding  his 
business  cares  Mr,  Staples  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  his  adopted 
city.  As  a member  of  the  Bridgeport  Board  of 
Trade  he  has  aided  in  the  establishment  of  vari- 
ous manufacturing  enterprises,  and  is  at  the  pres- 
ent time  president  of  the  Consolidated  Rolling 
Stock  Company.  He  has  always  felt  a deep  in- 
terest in  the  cause  of  education,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  Bridgeport. 
Every  cause  in  the  interest  of  the  moral,  religious 
and  social  welfare  of  the  community,  of  which  he 
is  a member  finds  in  him  a zealous  and  generous 
friend. 
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James  Staples  was  married  (first)  January  19, 

1851,  to  Harriet  H.  Shirley  (daughter  of  Hugh 
Shirley,  of  Searsport,  Maine),  who  died  April  2, 

1852,  and  (second)  September  21,  1858,  he 
wedded  Sarah  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Sarah  (Turney)  Trubee.  Mrs.  Staples  is 
descended  from  Andris  Trubee,  who  came  from 
Holland  about  the  year  1700  and  settled  in  Bos- 
ton, where  he  entered  into  business  with  a Mr. 
Solomon,  a brother  Hebrew.  The  firm  of 
Trubee  & Solomon  established  a branch  house  in 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  Mr.  Trubee  became  its 
manager.  Since  that  time  the  descendants  of 
Andris  Trubee,  in  the  line  of  Mrs.  Staples, 
have  made  Connecticut  their  home.  Mrs.  Staples 
is  also  descended  from  Thomas  Staples,  who 
came  to  Kittery  in  1640  with  his  brother  Peter, 
the  ancestor  of  her  husband.  Thomas  Staples 
removed  to  Fairfield  about  1650,  and  became  a 
prominent  man  in  public  affairs.  His  wife  was 
accused  of  witchcraft  by  Roger  Ludlow,  and  a 
successful  suit  for  defamation  of  character 
against  the  accuser  was  the  means  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  delusion,  which  in  some  localities  was 
attended  by  such  serious  results. 

Frank  T.  Staples,  the  only  son  of  James 
Staples  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Trubee) 
Staples,  and  already  mentioned  as  a member  of 
the  firm  of  James  Staples  & Co.,  was  born  No- 
vember 24,  1863,  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where 
he  was  educated  in  the  city  schools,  graduating 
from  the  high  school  in  1881.  He  began  his 
business  career  in  the  insurance  department  of 
his  father's  business.  In  January,  1882,  on  the 
death  of  T.  R.  Cruttenden,  young  Staples  took 
charge  of  the  banking  department  of  the  busi- 
ness, with  which  he  has  ever  since  remained  con- 
nected, becoming  a partner  in  1884.  He  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  brightest  and  most  success- 
ful of  the  young  business  men  of  Bridgeport.  On 
December  16,  1884.  he  married  Miss  Laura 
Frances,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  C. 
(Sperry)  Stevens,  and  the  union  has  been  blessed 
with  one  son,  Richard  T.  As  a Republican  he 
was  appointed,  June  1,  1897,  to  the  office  of  fire 
commissioner.  Socially,  he  and  his  wife  are 
popular,  and  he  is  a leading  member  of  the  Sea 
Side  Club. 


WARREN  P.  HURLBUTT,  a prominent 
resident  of  Stamford,  has  been  for  many 
years  a leading  business  man  of  that  city,  but  he 
has  now  retired  from  active  participation  in 
business  life,  and  is  enjoying  a well-earned 
period  of  leisure. 

V Mr.  Hurlbutt  was  born  July  6,  1828,  in  the 


town  of  Darien,  this  county,  the  son  of  Joel  and 
Charlotte  (Weed)  Hurlbutt.  His  grandfather, 
Joseph  Hurlbutt,  a native  of  Fairfield  county, 
was  born  March  7,  1748,  and  he  and  his  wife, 
Sally  Hurlbutt,  who  was  born  November  29, 
1755,  reared  a large  family  of  children,  whose 
names  with  dates  of  birth  and  death  are  as  fol- 
lows: Lewis,  October  26,  1773 — May  5,  1856; 

Sally,  August  26,  1775 — December  18,  1825; 
Foster,  October  12,  1 777 — April  3,  1842;  Anna, 
February  17,  1780 — June  17,  1781;  Horatio, 
May  13,  1782 — February  5,  1820;  Anna  (2), 
July  23,  1784 — August  6,  1847;  Clarissa,  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1787 — 1860;  Joel,  twin  to  Clarissa, 
February  7,  1787 — May  25,  1866:  Charlotte, 
May  3,  1789 — October  11,  1871;  Walter,  May 
17,  17 91 — April  7,  1811;  Polly,  May  i,  1793~ 
September  3,  1873;  Susan,  March  24,  1795 — 
August  4,  1851,  and  Dudley,  May  16,  1797- 
July  21,  1832. 

Joel  Hurlbutt,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  and  reared  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  this 
county,  and  in  early  manhood  was  engaged  for 
some  time  in  teaching  school.  Later  he  became 
interested  in  farming  in  the  town  of  Darien,  and 
on  December  20,  1812,  he  was  married  thereto 
Miss  Charlotte  Weed,  who  Was  born  January  18, 
1789.  and  died  May  17,  1859.  He  was  a man 
of  influence  in  his  town,  serving  as  selectman, 
assessor,  and  in  other  positions,  and  he  always 
took  great  interest  in  the  political  movements  of 
his  day,  being  first  a Whig,  later  a Free  Soiler, 
and  finally  a Republican.  In  religious  work  he 
was  active  as  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Stamford,  which  he  attended  for  forty  years, 
missing  only  one  half-day  during  all  that  time. 
Of  his  seven  children  four  are  now  living. 
Joseph,  born  October  13,  1813,  died  April  29, 
1891;  Deborah  Ann,  born  September  22,  1816, 
died  May  12,  1896;  Isaac  B.,  born  November 
24,  1820,  died  October  17,  1878;  William,  bom 
October  3,  1823,  is  now  a resident  of  Arborville, 
Neb.;  Sarah  L.,  born  November  26,  1825,  re- 
sides at  Sound  Beach,  Greenwich  township, 
Warren  P. , our  subject,  is  mentioned  below, 
Lewis,  born  August  1,  1830,  resides  in  Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 

Warren  P.  Hurlbutt  spent  his  early  life  m 
the  town  of  Darien,  his  education  being  obtained 
in  the  local  schools  and  at  Norfolk,  Conn.,  where 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  and 
a half  to  the  tailor’s  trade.  At  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two, on  account  of  his  health,  he  went  toCas- 
cade,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  about  thir- 
teen years,  during  eleven  of  which  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming.  While  there  he  was  married, 
as  stated  more  fully  farther  on,  and  after  his 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


449 


wife’s  death  he  returned  to  Connecticut.  After 
his  second  marriage  he  again  went  west,  this 
time  for  three  years.  On  his  return  to  Darien  Mr. 
Hurlbutt  purchased  the  old  homestead,  and  resid- 
ed there  for  two  years,  and  four  years  following  he 
was  in  themerchant-tailoring.clothingand  furnish- 
ing business  with  his  brother  Lewis,  at  Nos.  104- 
jo6  Main  street,  Stamford,  under  the  firm  name 
of  W.  P.  & Lewis  H.  Hurlbutt.  He  then  went  to 
West  Winsted,  Conn.,  and  spent  four  years  in 
the  same  line  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Foster 
& Hurlbutt,  and  on  the  dissolution  of  that  part- 
nership he  returned  to  Stamford  and  again  en- 
gaged in  business.  During  the  next  twelve  years 
he  had  different  partners,  the  style  of  the  firm 
being  Joseph  W.  & W.  P.  Hurlbutt,  then  W.  P. 
Hurlbutt  & A.  P.  Weed,  and  later  W.  P.  Hurl- 
butt & Son,  each  partnership  lasting  about  four 
years.  Mr.  Hurlbutt  at  the  end  of  this  period  sold 
his  interest  to  Frederick  Rockwell  and  retired  on 
account  of  ill  health;  Mr.  Rockwell  in  turn  sold 
his  interest  to  Walter  Hurlbutt,  and  the  firm  is 
now  known  as  Hurlbutt  Bros.  Our  subject  has 
since  remained  free  from  the  cares  of  financial 
enterprises.  Mr.  Hurlbutt  began  life  without  a 
dollar,  and  only  equipped  with  such  educational 
training  as  the  common  schools  of  his  boyhood 
afforded,  and  the  high  standing  and  success  which 
he  has  attained  are  all  the  more  remarkable  and 
praiseworthy.  While  he  has  never  been  active 
as  a politician,  he  has  been  an  ardent  believer  in 
the  principles  and  policy  of  the  Republican 
party  ever  since  its  organization,  and  he  is  in 
sympathy  with  every  progressive  movement  afoot 
in  the  community.  Since  1842  Mr.  Hurlbutt  has 
been  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Stamford  he  has  held  numer- 
ous offices  in  the  Society  there,  including  that  of 
treasurer  of  the  poor  fund  and  the  trust  fund. 
When  about  eighteen  years  of  age  Mr.  Hurlbutt 
joined  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  but  after  he  went  west, 
the  country  being  wild,  he  had  little  opportunity 
for  continuing  in  the  order. 

On  March  12,  1854,  Mr.  Hurlbutt  was  mar- 
ried at  Cascade,  Iowa,  for  his  first  wife,  to  Miss 
Caroline  S.  Tilton,  who  was  born  April  15,  1829, 
and  died  October  10,  1857,  leaving  two  children: 
George  and  Hattie  (twins),  born  April  17,  1857; 
the  last  named  died  August  12,  1861;  George, 
who  is  mentioned  below,  is  a resident  of  Stam- 
ford. On  July  6,  1859,  at  Newark,  N.  J.t  Mr. 
Hurlbutt  formed  a second  union,  this  time  with 
Miss  Catherine  Hopper,  who  was  born  August  27, 
1831,  and  by  her  has  had  four  children,  viz.: 
Carrie  G.,  born  April  12,  1861,  died  March  4, 
1878;  William  A.,  born  October  7,  1863,  died 
July  2,  1891;  Walter  H.,  born  September  9, 


1864;  and  Kittie,  born  October  26,  1868,  died 
January  6,  1869. 

George  J.  and  Walter  H.  Hurlbutt  are  now 
engaged  in  the  retail  clothing  and  merchant- 
tailoring business  in  Stamford,  having  succeeded 
their  father,  as  stated  above,  and  they  are  re- 
garded as  substantial  citizens  of  the  town.  George 
J.  Hurlbutt  was  married  in  Nyack,  N.  Y. , to  Miss 
Emma  D.  Clark,  by  whom  he  has  had  two  chil- 
dren: Carrie  G.  and  Ralph.  Walter  H.  Hurl- 
butt was  married  in  New  York  City  to  Miss  Addie 
Lockwood. 


BOBERT  SAYER,  who  has  for  more  than 

forty  years  been  prominent  in  the  business 

circles  of  Danbury,  has  made  his  way  to  that  envi- 
able position  by  his  own  efforts,  having  started 
in  life  without  either  capital  or  influence.  He  is 
now  president  of  the  Danbury  Ice  Company,  but 
is  best  known  through  his  long  connection  with 
the  undertaking  firm  of  Hawley  & Sayer,  now 
Sayer  Bros. 

Mr.  Sayer  was  born  February  27,  1825,  in 
Whitham,  County  of  Essex,  England,  a son  of 
Benjamin  and  Rebecca  (Newton)  Sayer.  of  the 
same  nativity.  They  had  filteen  children, 
seven  of  whom  lived  to  adult  age:  Mary,  Philip, 

James,  Charles  Newton,  Henry,  Robert  and 
William.  Of  these,  our  subject  and  his  brother 
James,  a resident  of  Danbury,  are  now  the  only 
survivors.  The  father,  who  was  by  occupation  a 
mason  and  builder,  came  to  America  in  1827, 
but  after  a few  years  returned  to  England  with 
several  of  the  children,  where  he  died. 

Coming  to  this  country  in  infancy.  Mr.  Say- 
er was  educated  at  the  schools  of  Mill  Plain,  in 
this  county,  and  at  an  early  age  he  went  to  Dan- 
bury to  learn  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
which  he  followed  for  six  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased the  business  with  which  his  name  has  so 
long  been  associated,  and,  after  conducting  it 
alone  for  some  fifteen  years,  he  formed  a partner- 
ship with  the  late  Abel  S.  Hawley,  under  the  style 
of  Hawley  & Sayer.  This  continued  twenty-five 
years,  or  until  January  1,  1894,  when,  Mr.  Haw- 
ley having  died,  Mr.  Sayer  bought  his  interest 
from  his  widow.  For  one  year  he  carried  on  the 
work  alone,  but  he  has  since  turned  it  over  to 
his  sons,  Frank  B.  and  George  R.,  who  conduct 
it  under  the  firm  name  of  Sayer  Brothers.  Our 
subject  is  thus  left  free  to  enjoy  a well-earned  pe- 
riod of  leisure,  and  in  1896  he  made  a trip  to 
Europe,  leaving  New  York  on  June  27,  and  re- 
turning on  October  27,  most  of  the  time  being 
spent  in  Paris,  France,  and  in  England— at  Lon- 
don, Yarmouth  and  Ipswich.  He  has  always 
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been  fond  of  travel,  and  has  crossed  the  Atlantic 
seven  times  in  all.  His  residence  at  No.  9 
Granville  avenue,  Danbury,  built  by  him  about 
the  year  1881,  is  one  of  the  most  elegant  homes 
in  the  city ; he  also  owns  other  residence  property. 

On  March  18,  1852,  Mr.  Saver  married  Miss 
Annie  E.  Benedict,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
Hannah  (Dean)  Benedict,  and  five  children  have 
blessed  their  union:  (1)  Johanna  lived  only  nine 

days.  (2)  Gertrude  died  at  the  age  of  six  years 
and  nine  days.  (3)  Florence  A.  married  (first) 
Sumner  D.  Aspinwall,  by  whom  she  had  two 
children— Robert  S.  and  Gertrude  A. ; she  is  now 
the  widow  of  Charles  D.  Tyler,  formerly  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  later  of  New  York  City; 
he  was  the  owner  of  the  “ Hotel  St.  George,”  at 
St.  Augustine,  Fla.;  by  this  marriage  there  is 
one  child,  Tracy  B.  (4)  Frank  B.,  born  Sep- 
tember 25,  i860,  married  Miss  Gertrude  Buck- 
ley,  and  resides  at  No.  117J  Pennsylvania  ave- 
nue, Newark,  N.  J. ; their  only  child,  Charles, 
died  of  diphtheria  when  about  four  years  old. 
(5)  George  R.,  born  March  15,  1864,  married 
Miss  Annie  V.  Fanton,  daughter  of  John  H.  and 
Josephine  Fanton,  of  Danbury,  and  they  have 
one  son,  John  F.,  born  November  9,  1890. 

On  February  10,  1894,  the  mother  of  this 
family  passed  to  the  unseen  life,  deeply  mourned 
by  a large  circle  of  friends.  She  was  a devout 
and  consistent  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  to 
which  Mr.  Sayer  also  belongs.  For  twenty 
years  past  he  has  held  the  office  of  steward,  and 
has  given  much  time  and  attention  to  furthering 
the  work  of  the  Church.  He  is  a member  of 
various  social  orders,  including  Union  Lodge  No. 
40,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men,  Paugussett  and  Pocahontas  Lodges.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  but  he  has  neither 
sought  nor  held  office. 


also  the  private  schools  in  Redding  conducted 
by  Aaron  Wilson  and  Harry  Peck.  Among  his 
early  schoolmates  were  many  who  have  since 
achieved  prominence  in  different  lines  of  effort, 
the  list  including  John  M.  Toucey  and  Judge 
Briscoe.  When  about  eighteen  years  of  age 
Mr.  Northrop  left  school,  and  for  twelve  or  thir- 
teen years  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to 
general  farming.  In  1865.  desiring  a change, 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  from  Theron  Ap- 
pell,  and  engaged  in  stock  raising,  m which  he 
has  been  quite  successful.  In  connection  with 
this  he  has  been  interested  to  some  extent  m buy- 
ing and  shipping  stock  for  the  home  market,  his 
sound  judgment  and  thorough  knowledge  of  stock 
enabling  him  to  make  the  venture  profitabh. 
He  is  not  identified  with  any  corporation,  his 
business  being  entirely  in  his  own  hands.  Asa 
citizen  he  has  always  shown  much  public  spirit, 
desiring  the  success  of  any  movement  that  prom- 
ised to  benefit  the  community.  Politically,  he 
is  a Democrat,  but  he  is  not  active  in  party  wo rfc 
On  April  .9.  1859.  Mr.  Northrop  married 
Miss  Sarah  Stuart,  daughter  of  Lewis  L a 
Emeline  Stuart,  of  Amenia,  N-  Y.  ...  g 
union  have  been  born  two  children.  ’ 

born  June  11,  1863,  and  Sarah  F.,  orn,  0j 
ber  S,  .869,  who  married  J.  J-  Scheimerhorn  oi 
New  York  (now  deceased);  both  daughters 

living  at  home.  The  family  >s  connec  ed  w.th 

the  Congregational  Church,  but  Mr.  North  p 
a Universalist  in  religious  faith. 


TrEROME  NORTHROP,  a prominent  resident 
It  of  Newtown,  is  the  owner  of  a fine  estate 
**  near  Newtown  village,  and  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  progressive  agriculturists  of  that  lo- 
cality. He  represents  a family  which  has  held 
an  honorable  place  in  the  history  of  this  State, 
being  a direct  descendant  of  Joseph  Northrup, 
a pioneer  settler  at  Milford.  The  line  of  descent 
is  traced  from  Joseph  through  Jeremiah,  John, 
John,  Jr.,  Peter,  and  Walter  Northrop,  the  father 
of  our  subject.  [See  genealogical  record  else- 
where.] 

Mr.  Northrop,  our  subject,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 8,  1833,  and  was  given  excellent  educational 
opportunities  for  the  time,  attending  the  public 
schools  in  the  Head  of  the  Meadow  District, 


HENRY  ALLEN  HUBBARD.  The  Hubbard 
_ family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this  State  anfl 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a prominent  real-es  ^ 
dealer  of  Stamford,  is  of  the  ninth  ge  , 

direct  descent  from  George  and  Mary( 
Hubbard,  pioneer  settlers  at  M|lf°'d; ’ i ."J 
work  entitled  “ 1,000  Years  of  Hubba 
II.  William  Hubbard,  son  of  George 
(Bishop)  Hubbard,  was  born  in  1642  m U>  ^ 
cut,  probably  in  Milford,  and  prior 
married  Abigail  Dudley  and  seUled  at  Gree 

this  county  The  records  show  that  he  own^ 

land  there  in  1667,  and  a few  years 
joined  with  twenty-six  others  m j ]and 

irom  the  Indians  of  Miosehassekj,  . an(j 

which  was  afterward  known  as ’ ^orr reenwich. 
is  now  the  site  of  the  village  of  ^es  esDecially 
This  is  a historic  locality,  being  made  esPe  on 
famous  by  Gen.  Israel  Putnarn  s ° men. 
horseback.  The  purchasers  of  the  r _ twenty- 
tioned  in  the  writings  of  that  day  as  ,664 

seven  proprietors  of  1672,’  an  appears 

and  1750  the  name  of  William  Hubbard  app 
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ten  times  in  the  land  records  of  the  town  of 
Greenwich.  Some  of  the  items  doubtless  refer 
to  William  Hubbard,  Jr.,  a son  of  the  first  Will- 
iam, as  the  latter  spent  his  last  days  at  Stamford, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1684.  He  had  three 
children:  Abigail,  of  whom  nothing  is  now  known; 
William,  Jr.  who  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
and  George,  who  was  born  in  1675  and  died  in 
1688. 

III.  William  Hubbard,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1670 
at  Stamford,  where  he  purchased  land  in  1697. 
In  j 704,  or  the  year  following,  he  bought  another 
tract  in  that  town  on  Pepperwood  Ridge,  west  of 
Mill  river.  He  married  Hannah  Mead,  and  died 
in  the  year  1723. 

IV.  Abraham  Hubbard,  the  next  in  the  line 
of  descent,  was  born  in  J 703  and  died  in  1 780 
in  the  town  of  Greenwich.  He  married  Abigail 
Rose,  of  Guilford,  Conn.,  and  had  five  children: 
Abraham,  William,  Mary,  Abigail,  and  Nathaniel. 

V.  Abraham  Hubbard  was  born  in  Green- 
wich in  1729,  and  died  there  in  1786.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Jenkins,  of  the  same  town. 

VI.  Henry  Hubbard,  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1751,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  1771  to  Lydia  Dickson;  died  in  1784. 

VII.  Andrew  Hubbard,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  born  in  1778,  and  attained  the  ad- 
vanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  A portion  of 
of  his  life  was  spent  in  Greenwich,  but  for  fifty 
years  he  resided  in  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. , where 
he  engaged  in  farming.  He  married  Mary  Mead, 
and  had  the  following  children:  Allen,  born  in 
>799;  Mary,  born  in  1801,  married  Samuel 
oaylis;  Jane,  bom  in  1804;  Azubah,  born  in 
1805,  married  Walter  Thompson;  Husted,  born  in 
>809;  Anne,  born  in  1811;  Dickson,  in  1813;  Han- 
nan, m 1816;  Harriet,  in  1818,  married  Veeder 

oiegrove;  and  Lot,  born  in  1822,  died  in  1895. 
III.  Allen  Hubbard,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
'i.aS  a nat‘ve  °*  tbe  town  of  Greenwich, 
ere  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  for  three  years 
e carried  on  agricultural  work  on  City  Island, 
v,.  , e °f  twenty-three  he  went  to  Adrian, 
c 'v“ere  he  followed  farming  some  fifteen 
ars'  . , nS  the  owner  of  about  one  thousand 
acres  of  land  in  that  vicinity.  In  1849  he  went 

. °rnia’  ant*  *or  five  or  six  years  was  inter- 
” “J n.  m,",n8  operations  there.  His  death  oc- 
wl  n '-j8'  at  ^oseburg.  Oregon.  His  wife, 
die/t ; »ame  was  Harriet  Schureman, 

rick  h I^°’  ^ tbe>r  three  children  (1)  Frede- 

The'rM0nV!ni-! ^'e<*  'n  >868;  he  married  Miss 
Henrv  ah  er’  and  had  five  children.  (2) 
below  j”’/  ^Ur  subiect>  mentioned  more  fully 


Our  subject  was  born  June  9,  1832,  at  New 
Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  and  his  early  education  was 
secured  in  the  public  schools  and  the  academy 
of  that  place.  For  nine  years  he  was  employed 
as  a clerk  in  the  dry-goods  business,  thus  gain- 
ing practical  preparation  for  mercantile  life.  In 
1852  he  located  at  Stamford,  and  in  1854  he  en- 
gaged in  the  dry-goods  business  there  on  his  own 
account.  In  1859  £.  S.  Holly  became  a partner, 
and  for  sixteen  years  the  business  was  continued 
under  the  firm  name  of  Hubbard  & Holly. 
They  owned  what  was  known  as  “ Concert 
Hall,”  and  for  sometime  they  conducted  their 
business  at  that  building,  later  building  a store 
at  No.  2,  Park  Row.  Their  trade  was  the  larg- 
est in  that  line  in  Stamford,  amounting  to  more 
than  ond  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war.  About  the  time  of  Mr.  Hub- 
bard’s retirement  from  the  firm,  Mr.  Libby,  of 
the  firm  of  A.  T.  Stewart  & Co.,  then  the  lead- 
ing wholesale  dry-goods  house  of  New  York  City, 
informed  Hubbard  and  Holly  that  they  had  pur- 
chased of  them  during  the  previous  five  years 
more  goods  than  any  customer  of  theirs  west  of 
the  Alleghany  Mountains.  After  disposing  of  his 
interest  in  the  store  in  1874  Mr.  Hubbard  en- 
gaged in  a real-estate  and  insurance  business,  his 
offices  being  located  at  No.  8 Park  Row,  and  he 
has  also  established  a high  reputation  as  an  auc- 
tioneer, having  held  hundreds  of  sales  of  real  es- 
tate and  personal  property,  involving  millions  of 
dollars.  His  wide  acquaintance  with  moneyed 
men  in  New  York  and  elsewhere  has  enabled 
him  to  attract  many  buyers  from  out  of  town, 
and  some  of  the  finest  residences  of  Stamford 
are  now  owned  and  occupied  by  families  who 
were  led  through  his  efforts  to  locate  there.  Mr. 
Hubbard  takes  keen  interest  in  all  movements 
that  promise  to  benefit  the  community,  and  for 
many  years  he  has  been  a leading  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Stamford,  having  served  as 
treasurer  for  a quarter  of  a century.  On  October 
22,  1868,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Ayres, 
daughter  of  James  E.  Ayres,  a well-known  cit- 
izen of  Tarrytown,  New  York. 


BICHARD  D.  SHEPARD.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a safer  or  more  practical 
rule  of  conduct  than  that  familiar  but  somewhat 
blunt  saying:  “ Mind  your  own  business.  If 

any  ambitious  youth  will  take  the  trouble  to  note 
the  characteristics  of  successful  men  he  will  be 
apt  to  conclude  that  the  homely  injunction  is 
worth  considering,  and  certainly  it  has  been  fol- 
lowed profitably  by  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
now  a prosperous  merchant  of  Newtown  town- 
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ship.  Mr.  Shepard  was  born  December  26, 
1832,  in  Dodgingtown,  Fairfield  county,  and  is 
descended  from  one  of  the  old  families  of  the 
county,  his  great-grandfather,  George  Shepard, 
a farmer  by  occupation,  having  had  his  home  for 
many  years  on  Sugar  street,  Newtown. 

Richard  D.  Shepard  (1),  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Newtown,  and  through- 
out his  life  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits, 
residing  for  some  time  at  “Butternuts”  (now 
Cooperstown),  N.  Y. , and  later  at  Dodgingtown, 
this  county,  where  he  built  for  his  own  use  the 
house  now  occupied  by  James  Barnum.  His 
death  occurred  in  1825.  By  his  first  wife, 
Hannah  (Foote),  he  had  the  following  children: 
Ambrose,  our  subject’s  father;  Phoebe,  who 
married  Bennett  Fairchild;  Nancy,  who  married 
Joshua  H.  Taylor,  of  Bethel;  Delia  (now  Mrs. 
Elijah  Taylor,  of  Bethel);  and  Susan  (now  Mrs. 
Lyman  Chipman,  of  Newtown). 

Ambrose  Shepard,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  January  1,  1802,  and  died  February 
23,  1876.  He  was  a remarkably  talented  man, 
and,  although  he  was  self-educated  in  the  main, 
became  distinguished  as  a mathematician,  being 
able  to  calculate  the  most  difficult  problems  with 
apparent  ease.  He  was  especially  well-versed 
in  astronomy,  and  could  compute  the  data  for  an 
almanac  or  navigate  a vessel  in  any  part  of  the 
globe.  He  taught  the  science  of  navigation  in 
all  its  branches,  but  never  followed  the  sea  him- 
self, his  life  being  spent  chiefly  in  this  county. 
For  about  thirty  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  combs  at  Dodgingtown,  having 
been  among  the  first  to  follow  that  line  of  busi- 
ness, and  during  this  time  he  enjoyed  a large 
trade,  employing  eight  or  ten  workmen  con- 
stantly. He  was  not  a member  of  any  Church 
and,  in  fact,  was  not  particularly  active  in  local 
affairs  of  any  nature,  although  when  chosen  at 
one  time  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  town  of  Newtown,  he  filled  the  position  with 
satisfaction  to  the  public  and  credit  to  himself. 
On  September  25,  1825,  he  married  Miss  Nancy 
Gray,  daughter  of  George  Gray,  of  Tinkerfield, 
Newtown,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  she  survived 
him  about  eight  years,  passing  away  May  14, 
1884,  They  had  seven  children,  as  follows: 
William  H.,  born  August  2,  1827,  now  a resi- 
dent of  New  Haven;  Sarah  Ann,  born  January 
4,  1831,  now  Mrs.  Clark  Blackman,  of  Taunton 
District,  Newtown;  Richard  D.,  our  subject; 
Frank,  bom  February  1 8,  1836,  now  deceased; 
Elmer  B-,  born  July  17,  1839,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  at  Bridgeport,  this 
county;  Mary  E.,  born  March  i,  1842,  who 
married  (first)  Frederick  Dunham,  and  (second) 


Harry  Lockard;  and  Minot,  born  February  12, 
1 847,  who  entered  the  Union  army  as  a soldier, 
and  at  the  last  report  was  • * missing,  ” nothing 
definite  having  ever  been  learned  as  to  his  fate. 

Our  subject’s  educational  advantages  were 
limited  to  an  attendance  at  the  common  schools 
of  Dodgingtown,  with  the  exception  of  a brief 
period  of  private  instruction  in  a select  school 
conducted  by  Henry  Peck.  As  be  has  always 
been  fond  of  reading  he  has  managed  to  keep 
well  posted  upon  the  questions  of  the  day,  how- 
ever, and  he  is  also  acquainted  with  the  best 
literature.  During  boyhood  he  learned  the  busi- 
ness of  comb  making,  which  he  followed  forsome 
years,  but  as  his  tastes  inclined  him  to  mercan- 
tile  life  he  soon  sought  an  entrance  into  that  line 
of  business.  His  father  had  previously  built  a 
store  on  the  place  where  our  subject’s  residence 
now  stands,  and  after  purchasing  first  the  busi- 
ness of  D.  N.  Morgan  at  Morgan’s  Corners,  our 
subject  rented  for  a time  the  old  store,  then 
owned  by  Alfred  Sharp.  He  began  a general 
mercantile  business  there  in  1867,  and  as  the 
venture  proved  successful  he  bought  the  property, 
and  in  1875  he  built  his  present  store  building 
there.  In  politics  Mr.  Shepard  is  a Democrat, 
but  he  has  never  given  any  time  to  party  work, 
having  no  inclination  for  public  life.  His  follow- 
townsmen  showed  their  appreciation  of  his  abili1- 
ties  some  time  ago  by  electing  him  to  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  but  he  declined  to  qualify. 
Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
being  connected  with  Hiram  Lodge  No.  18,  F. 
& A.  M.,  at  Sandy  Hook. 

Mr.  Shepard  has  a beautiful  residence  in 
Dodgingtown,  town  of  Newtown,  and  its  interior 
is  painted  and  decorated  most  artistically  in  ac- 
cordance with  his  own  designs.  In  this  respect 
it  rivals  any  residence  in  the  county,  and  it  is 
evident  that  if  its  owner  had  chosen  to  devote 
his  attention  to  that  line  of  effort,  he  would  have 
made  a decided  success  of  it.  On  March  5-  '854. 
Mr.  Shepard  married  Miss  Martha  A.  Smith, 
daughter  of  William  and  Annis  Smith,  of  New- 
town. Two  children  have  blessed  this  union. 
Mary  Frank  and  Florence  A. 


JfOHN  K.  GRAY,  a member  of  a prominent 
| family  of  Connecticut,  was  born  in  the  tows 
of  Wilton,  Conn.,  September  20, 1833-  ”!s 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  publ'c 
schools,  and  after  leaving  school  he  learned  It* 
shoemaker’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  until  is 
fortieth  year,  after  which  time  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  farming.  In  politics  he  is  a strong 
Republican,  but  he  has  never  held  office.  K£ 
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ligiously,  he  is  a member  of  the  Baid  Hill 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  steward 
and  trustee  of  same,  as  well  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school;  in  years  gone  by  he  was 
class  leader,  and  throughout  his  entire  life  he  has 
taken  great  interest  in  Church  work. 

Mr.  Gray  married  Miss  Mary  J.  Hoyt  who 
was  torn  ,n  Pound  Ridge,  N.  Y.,  October  13, 
®,da?ghterof  Llnus  Lydia  A.  (Weeks) 

Pn,fnH  tpej0rrrixTr  v whom  was  a shoemaker  of 
Pound  Ridge,  N.  Y.  By  this  union  there  are 

;V  rp:  ;°nlthr  D-  b°rn  °Ct0ber  22. 

bmh  nf  1 ede"Ck’  b°rn  SePtember  26.  1864, 

Mh  of  whom  are  unmarried.  Of  these,  Jonathan 

cated^  the  tOW"  of  WiIton-  was  edu- 

waseneaped  u,Stnc*  .fcho°ls,  and  for  some  time 

» kb? 

Ct'S,''""”  “ ™l“-  I“. 

thiifr  D'  uGray’  ,ather  of  the  subject  of 

educSa  Ch:' 7hS  born  Ja"uary  2I.  l8o3,  and  was 
Jthe.Pom.mon  schools.  After  com- 


ni_f-  u-  , scnoois.  Alter  con 

traded  whthChti0n  ht  I*arned  the  shoemaker’s 
life  Hp  he  worked  the  remainder  of  his 

ote  andTh’3  ?ePubIican.  but  never  held 

Methodist  greats  nt0UStbH^f’  was  a strong 
Church  ’ H y ‘nt“ested  ln  the  work  of  his 

daughter  ofHTnhnmar!ileo  ^'SS  Fannie  Keeler, 
whom  was  Ai!  |fnd.  ?uth  Keeler-  the  former  of 
of  Wilton^  ThpCk^th  a"d  farmer  of  the  town 
were  as  follow  cb,ldren  born  to  this  marriage 
H • Ruth-  c Henry  died  in  infancy:  Cyrus 
Sis  sketch  Of  t:hand,J°hn  K-  the  subject  of 
town  of  Wilton  thwS6’  CiJUS  H'  was  born  in  the 
common  schools’  ^ educated  ‘here  in  the 
maker’s  traH»  f ?"d,  then  Earned  the  shoe- 
his  life,  bu^of  u,  wh'Ch  h,e  bas  worked  most  of 
farming-  he  mi  -y  jarl be  has  been  engaged  in 
whom  he  has  no  rh  u Cornelia  Dykeman,  by 
Keeler,  and  hac  Rutb  married  Rufus 

Sarah,  who  married  ^ followin8  children: 
Herbert  Smith-  r.  ^°bn  Barr;  Fannie>  wife  of 
Seymour'  and’  who  married  George 

Sarah  G ’ "daJl  hai?’  de«ased  in  infancy. 

^ followers'  Abra.m  Nash’  and  has  had 

married  Man/  ” d n:.  Jennie;  Samuel,  who 
Avery.  y ’ and  Katie,  wife  of  Albert 

the  wife  ofnthe°!ubfecthh  V°yt  f?miIy’  t0  which 
'etesting.  n • J ct  belongs,  is  unusually  in- 

who  was  born  in  ^ to  Lyman  Hoyt. 

Wal‘er,  emigrated^ A ”d  •“  ,585’  His  son- 
resident  of  Norwaii,  J^merica,  and  became  a 
i698.  From  hie  k’  £onn“  where  he  died  in 
distinguished  Gen^uf erubbabel,  descended  the 
W-  L Sherman,  and  the 


present  Gecretary  °f  state,  John  Sherman. 
Daniel  Hoyt,  son  of  Zerubbabel,  had  a son,  Ab- 
ner,  whose  son  Uriah  was  a soldier  in  the  army 
pf  the  Revolutionary  war.  Matthew  Hoyt  son 

prwu  Z3S  b°rn  July  3‘-  '78°'  and  married 
Elizabeth  Brown,  daughter  of  Benijah  Brown, 
and  lived  at  Pound  Ridge,  N.  Y.,  for  many  years. 
Matthew  Hoyt  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and 
worked  at  same  all  his  life.  He  lived  a most 
consistent,  upright  life,  and  was  a member  of  the 
Protestant  Methodist  Church  of  Pound  Ridge. 
The  children  born  to  Matthew  and  Elizabeth 
(Brown)  Hoyt  were  as  follows:  Linus,  who  mar- 
ried Lydia  A.  Weeks;  Louisa,  who  married  David 
Pmnay;  Sarah,  who  married  a Mr.  Caldwell- 
Ruamie,  who  married  William  Sellick;  Rufus’ 
who  married  Catharine  Stiles;  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  a Mr.  Dana,  and  (second)  Benjamin 
Weed;  Smith,  who  married  (first)  Eliza  Morgan 
and  (second)  Mary  De  Forest;  and  Betsey,  who 
married  Andrew  J.  Brown. 

Linus  Hoyt,  father  of  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  Pound  Ridge,  Westchester  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  January  19,  1804.  After  obtaining  bis  edu- 
cation he  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  most  of  his  life.  In  politics  he  was 
first  a Whig,  later  a Republican,  and  has  ad- 
hered to  that  party  ever  since.  While  he  is  of  a 
retiring  disposition,  yet  he  is  well-known  to  the 
entire  community  as  a man  of  integrity  and  strong 
character.  All  his  life  he  has  been  a devout 
member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
He  married  Lydia  A.  Weeks,  who  was  bom  May 
6,  1805,  a daughter  of  Holly  and  Olive  (Beebe) 
Weeks,  and  by  her  had  the  following  children: 
Hester  Ann.  born  August  15,  1829;  Hannah 
Maria,  June  15,  1831;  Lydia  Catherine,  October 
2,  1834;  Mary  Jane,  October  13,  1838;  Adelia, 
February  8,  1844;  and  Adeline,  July  8,  1846. 

Lydia  A.  (Weeks),  the  mother  of  the  above- 
named  children,  was  born  May  6,  1805,  and 
was  married  to  Linus  Hoyt,  June  17,  1827. 
They  lived  together  happily  in  that  portion  pf 
the  town  known  as  East  Woods  for  forty-seven 
years,  and  she  died  March  22,  1874.  She  was  a 
faithful  and  constant  friend  of  the  ministry,  and 
many  a weary  preacher  of  the  Gospel  found  in 
her  home  a place  of  encouragement  and  rest. 
She  was  a woman  of  unusual  strength  and  sweet- 
ness of  character,  and  was  loved  by  all  who  knew 
her.  “She  was  buried  at  Sellick's  Corners, 
where  she  rests  until  the  bright  resurrection  morn 
when  we  hope  to  meet  her  once  more.  ” 

Hester  Ann  Hoyt  married  Erastus  Fancher, 
December  8,  1848,  and  he  died  October  16,  1888. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fancher  had  five  children:  W.W., 
born  January  23,  1850,  died  January  1,  1875.; 
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Mary  E. , born  May  17,  1852;  married  Antone 
StommeJ,  January  13,  1875,  and  died  April  19, 
1876;  Ida  Emma,  born  January  25,  1855;  Hu- 
bert L.,  born  September  9,  i860,  died  July  24, 
1879;  and  Herman  R.,  born  May  31,  1864. 

Hannah  Maria  Hoyt  married  Harrison  Whit- 
ney, July  4,  1853.  Harrison  Whitney  afterward 
distinguished  himself  as  a soldier,  as  a member 
of  the  2d  Conn.  Heavy  Artillery,  and  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  June  1,  1864.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney  were  as 
follows:  Charles  Fremont,  born  July  22,  1856, 

died  in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  August  21,  1878. 
George  D. , born  August  8,  1858,  married  (first), 
July  24,  1879,  Ella  S.  Palmer;  she  died  March 
3,  1886,  having  had  two  children — Charles  Day- 
ton  Whitney,  born  May  11,  1880,  and  Jennie 
May,  born  September  15,  1882,  and  died  Febru- 
ary 21,  1883.  Mr.  Whitney  afterward,  June  2, 
1888,  married  Mrs.  Martha  L.  Munson,  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  being  performed  at  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Davis,  who  compiled  the 
genealogy  of  the  Hoyt  family  from  which  this 
is  taken.  Jennie  M.  Whitney,  born  October 
19,  i860,  died  January  10,  1873.  Hester  Ann 
Whitney,  born  October  7,  1862,  died  October 
17,  1863.  Edith  May,  born  July  24,  1870. 

Lydia  Catherine  Hoyt  was  married  to  Charles 
H.  Ruscoe,  December  8,  1853,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 12,  1869.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruscoe  had  the 
following  children:  Lydia  Ann,  born  May  3, 

1855,  married  Capt.  W.  L.  Weeks,  January  1, 
1880;  Lavinia  F.,  born  October  25,  1856,  mar- 
ried Charles  S.  Betts,  October  1 1 , 1885,  and  has 
one  child,  Charles  Russell,  born  October  30, 
1889;  Winfield  S.  Ruscoe,  born  July  27,  1858, 
married  Hattie  A.  Betts,  March  15,  1882,  and 
has  three  children — Grace  May,  born  December 
26,  1882;  Hubert  W.,  born  June  15,  1884,  and 
Chester  B.,  born  September  15,  1889;  Ada  E. 
Ruscoe,  born  August  2,  i860,  married  Joseph  R. 
Fancher,  June  6.  1880,  and  has  one  child, Willie 
H.,  born  October  18,  1886. 

Mary  Jane  Hoyt  married  John  K.  Gray,  Jan- 
uary 1,  i860.  The  names  of  her  children  have 
already  been  given. 

Adelia  Hoyt  was  married  February  6,  1867, 
to  Henry  A.  Pinney,  who  was  born  at  Milford, 
Penn.,  October  23,  1836.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Gertrude  A.,  born  June  23,  1868; 

Frederick  W.,  born  September  6,  1870,  died 
March  23,  1871;  and  Augusta  A.,  born  July  3, 
1876,  died  April  25.  1877.  The  family  reside  in  | 
New  Canaan,  Conn.  1 

Adeline  Hoyt  married  James  W.  Davis,  Sep-  I 
tember  I/,  1865.  Mr.  Davis  was  born  January  l 
i,  1844,  and  is  a son  of  Hiram  and  Catherine  | 


(Hoyt)  Davis.  He  served  in  the  12th  Conn.  V. 
V.  I.  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  now  re- 
sides at  No.  172  Park  street,  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
where  he  is  pastor  of  the  Advent  Christian 
Church.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  three  chil- 
dren: Frank  W. , born  October  23,  1866,  mar- 

ried Laura  E.  Beckweth,  September  11,  1889, 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Laura  Jennie,  born 
May  13,  1890;  Addie  E.  Davis,  born  April  19, 
1869,  married  Jay  C.  Holden,  January  31,  1886, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Eula  J.,  bom  October 
9,  1889.  Jennie  E.  Davis  was  born  April  2, 
1877. 

The  following  summary  of  the  family  of 
Linus  and  Lydia  A.  Hoyt  is  of  special  interest  in 
this  connection:  Children,  6;  grandchildren,  22; 
great-grandchildren,  9;  immediate  descendants, 
37;  married  into  the  family,  15;  grand  total,  52. 
Immediate  descendants  living  June  6,  1891: 
Children,  6;  grandchildren,  14;  great-grandcbil- 
dren,  8;  deaths,  11.  Number  June  6,  1891,  in- 
cluding father,  47. 

A reunion  of  the  family  was  held  at  Norwalk 
May  6,  1890,  at  which  there  were  gathered 
around  Linus  Hoyt,  then  hale  and  hearty  at 
eighty-six  years  of  age,  five  children,  twelve 
grandchildren,  and  seven  great-grandchildren. 
On  that  day  Rev.  J.  W.  Davis  read  the  geneal- 
ogy of  the  family  which  he  had  prepared,  going 
back  eleven  generations. 


©RMAN  J.  DREW,  a successful  agriculturist 
of  the  town  of  Trumbull,  resides  upon  the 
old  Drew  homestead,  near  Long  Hill,  and  by  his 
judicious  management  of  the  place  has  won  well- 
deserved  prosperity. 

Mr.  Drew  was  born  March  9,  1835,  atPeeks- 
kill,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  ancestors 

settled  at  an  early  day.  James  Drew,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  in  that  county 
and  resided  there  for  some  years,  but  in  later  life 
he  and  his  wife.  Charity  (Barrett),  removed  to 
this  county  and  made  their  home  in  the  town  of 
Monroe. 

Isaac  Drew,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in 
Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  educated  m 
the  schools  of  Peekskill.  He  married  Miss  Alza- 
die  Olmstead,  and  in  1838  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Southbury,  Conn.,  where  be  spent 
about  fifteen  years  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
then  settled  in  this  county,  locating  first  in  Mon- 
roe and  later  in  Trumbull,  where  he  and  his  wife 
passed  their  last  days.  They  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  were  muc 
esteemed  among  their  acquaintances.  Our  su  - 
ject  is  the  eldest  of  three  children,  the  others 
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being:  Ann  E.,  who  married  Stiles  Nichols,  of 
Huntington;  and  James,  a resident  of  Bridge- 
port. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained in  the  schools  of  Southbury,  Monroe  and 
Trumbull  townships,  and  on  completing  his 
course  of  study  he  engaged  in  farming,  which  he 
has  since  followed  without  interruption.  He  was 
married  in  Monroe  to  Miss  Susan  R.  Lamphear, 
a native  of  that  town,  and  one  daughter  was 
born  of  the  union,  Cora  May,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fifteen.  For  ten  years  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Drew  resided  upon  a farm  in  Monroe  town- 
ship, but  he  then  removed  to  Huntington,  and  a 
few  years  later  he  settled  at  the  old  homestead 
in  Trumbull.  He  is  an  excellent  citizen,  and, 
although  he  has  never  taken  an  active  part  in 
. politics,  he  is  in  sympathy  with  the  progressive 
movements  of  the  day. 


OBERT  KERR.  The  Scotch  race,  which 
__  is  noted  for  sound  intellect,  hardy  and 
vigorous  physique,  and  unconquerable  courage, 
has  given  to  America  many  valued  citizens,  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  now  a leading  resident 
of  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  does  honor  to 
"Auld  Scotia,”  the  land  of  his  birth.  In  both 
war  and  peace  he  has  shown  sturdy  devotion  to 
principle,  and  we  are  glad  to  count  him  among 
our  representative  men. 

Mr.  Kerr  was  born  December  14,  1836,  at 
Paisley,  Scotland,  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Parker)  Kerr.  The  family  came  to  America  in 
. 43>  and  the  father  was  for  some  time  engaged 
,|n  oosjness  in  New  York  City,  thence  removing 
0 Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.  Later  he  returned  to 
ew  York  City,  whence  he  again  moved,  in 
1848,  to  Mason,  Hillsboro  Co.,  N.  H..  and  he 
bnally  settled  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J„  where  he 
ied  m 1 888.  Robert  Kerr  commenced  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  New  York  City,  and  he 
also  attended  a school  at  Mason,  N.  H.  At  the 
a«e  of  seventeen  he  went  to  Norwich,  Conn., 
en  , e<*  Greenville,  and  there  learned  the 
eavers  trade,  which  he  followed-  until  the 
p^a  JPS  ou*  °1  the  Civil  war.  Four  days  after 
ti, f , u umter  was  fired  upon  he  enlisted,  under 

an/ree'months’ cal1’ in  the  2d  c°“n- v- 1-, 

Run  i arLICipated  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull 

m ' . exP*ration  of  his  term  of  enlist- 

hp  ® regiment  was  discharged,  and  in  1862 

beint'€n  1Stedu  this  time  in  the  l8th  Conn-  V-  I" 
uanv  FVell  1 rar>k  orderly  sergeant  of  Com- 
motprf  i,i  , e battle  of  Piedmont  he  was  pro- 
On  In  for  bravery  ” to  the  rank  of  lieutenant. 

J ne  1 5»  1863,  during  the  battle  of  Win- 


chester, he  was  captured  by  the  enemy  and  sent 
to  Libby  prison,  where  he  remained  until  re- 
leased on  parole  on  July  2 and  sent  forward  to 
Annapolis.  In  September,  1863,  he  rejoined 
and  took  command  of  Company  A at  Martins- 
burg,  Va. , continuing  thus  to  the  close  of  the 
war.  Mr.  Kerr  was  in  all  the  important  engage- 
ments in  which  his  regiment  participated,  at 
Winchester  performing  one  of  the  bravest  feats 
of  the  war.  He  was  on  duty  on  the  skirmish 
line,  opposing  Lee's  army,  in  the  outskirts  of  the 
town,  when  a dispatch  bearer  was  sent  to  him 
by  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  to  be  directed  to 
the  town.  Mr.  Kerr  pointed  out  the  shortest 
way.  which  lay  through  an  open  field  in  full  view 
of  the  enemy,  who  were  hidden  in  the  woods 
near  by.  The  messenger,  Quartermaster  Dwight 
W.  Hakes,  of  the  18th  Conn.  V.  I.,  naturally 
hesitated,  but  told  Mr.  Kerr  that  he  would  try 
the  path  if  he  (Mr.  Kerr)  would  go  ahead  and 
take  down  a fence  that  blocked  the  way.  Our 
brave  Scotch-American  was  not  the  man  to 
shrink  from  even  such  a seemingly  foolhardy 
task  as  this,  and  under  a fierce  fire  from  the 
enemy,  the  bullets  pattering  around  him  like 
hail,  he  walked  to  the  fence,  took  it  down,  and 
returned  to  his  station.  The  officers  confined 
at  Libby  prison  voted  this  to  be  the  most  cour- 
ageous act  of  which  they  had  then  heard. 

On  retiring  from  the  service  in  1865,  Mr.  Kerr 
returned  to  Norwich,  and  in  partnership  with 
Governor  Buckingham  and  others  established  the 
Norwich  Lock  Works,  since  transferred  to  Ro- 
anoke, Va.  After  a year  and  a half  he  sold  his 
interest  in  this  firm  to  the  Governor,  and  engaged 
in  the  lock- manufacturing  business  at  Branford, 
Conn. , where  he  spent  a year,  returning  to  Nor- 
wich to  take  charge  of  the  lock  works  for  three 
months.  He  spent  a year  and  a half  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  where  he  established  a jobbing  shop 
in  partnership  with  a Mr.  Brady  under  the  name 
of  the  Brady  Manufacturing  Company,  and  on 
leaving  that  city  he  engaged  for  a time  in  the 
butcher’s  trade  in  Jersey  City.  Later  he  became 
interested  in  the  hotel  business  in  New  York  City, 
and  for  sixteen  years  past  he  has  conducted  sev- 
eral hotels  and  lodging  houses,  being  now  the 
proprietor  of  three  hotels  in  that  city.  In  1886 
Mr.  Kerr  removed  to  Stamford,  purchasing  the 
Rippowam  Spring  Farm,  a fine  homestead  in 
Newfield  avenue,  four  miles  from  the  town  of 
Stamford.  The  residence  site  is  one  of  the  high- 
est points  on  the  Newfield  road,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  feet  above  tide  water.  Mr.  Kerr  has 
made  extensive  real-estate  purchases  in  Stamford 
township,  owning  some  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  comprising  several  farms,  the  greater  part 
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of  which  he  uses  for  his  dairy  business,  which  is 
the  largest  in  this  part  of  Fairfield  county.  He 
gives  employment  to  from  eight  to  fourteen  men, 
and  his  herd  numbers  some  sixty  cows.  He  has 
nine  horses  for  the  business. 

On  January  2.  1859,  Mr.  Kerr  was  married 
to  Miss  Maryett  Dorrance,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Arthur  Farnsworth,  who  is  married  to  Miss 
Hattie  L.  Knickerbocker,  of  Westminster,  Conn., 
and  resides  with  his  parents.  The  family  is 
highly  esteemed  socially.  Mr.  Kerr  is  a member 
of  Hobbie  Post  No.  23,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Stamford, 
and  of  Somerset  Lodge  No.  34,  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
Norwich,  Conn.,  which  he  joined  in  the  year 
1866. 


CiAPTAIN  CHARLES  W.  HALL  is  the  senior 
'/  member  of  the  well-known  flourishing  firm 
of  Hall  & Godfrey,  manufacturers  of  carriages 
and  trucks,  John  street,  Bridgeport. 

A native  of  Connecticut,  Captain  Hall  was 
born  September  20,  1831,  in  the  town  of  Easton, 
Fairfield  county,  of  English  descent,  his  great- 
grandfather, Abel  Hall  (1),  having  emigrated  to 
this  country  from  England  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  in  which  he  took  sides  with  the 
“Tories.”  Col.  Abel  Hall  (2),  his  son,  and  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Easton, 
Conn.,  became  a large  farmer  and  stock  raiser  in 
Easton,  as  his  father  was  before  him,  and  died  in 
1837.  He  was  a leader  in  the  old  Tashua 
Episcopal  Church  of  Easton;  was  a Freemason, 
and  was  colonel  of  a regiment  of  troopers.  He 
married  Sally  Sherwood,  of  Easton,  a descendant 
of  one  of  three  early  families  of  that  locality 

the  Halls,  Staples  and  Sherwoods — and  three 

children  were  born  to  them:  Col.  Abel  (3),  and 
Mabel  and  Sally,  who  both  died  young. 

Col.  Abel  Hall  (3),  father  of  Capt.  C.  W. 
Hall,  was  born  in  1803,  in  Easton,  Conn.,  and 
passed  his  boyhood  on  the  home  farm,  attending 
school  at  Easton  Center.  He  followed  farming 
and  stock  raising  all  his  life,  which  was  compara- 
tively short,  however,  as  he  died  in  1837,  when 
only  thirty- four  years  old.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  colonel  of  a regi- 
ment of  troopers.  He  was  married  in  Easton  to 
Polly  J-  Sherwood,  daughter  of  Deacon  David 
Sherwood,  of  the  old  North  Congregational 
Church  of  Bridgeport,  and  four  children  were 
born  of  this  union:  Abel  (4),  Fannie  M.,  Capt. 
Charles  W.  and  Henry  S.,  all  living  in  Bridge- 
port except  Henry  S.,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

Capt.  C.  W.  Hall  passed  his  boyhood  in 
Easton  up  to  the  time  of  his  father’s  death,  he 


being  a six-year-old  lad,  and  he  then  went  to  live 
with  his  grandfather  Sherwood  on  his  farm  at 
the  west  end  of  Bridgeport,  in  the  meantime  at- 
tending the  district  school  in  Fairfield,  also  John- 
son’s private  school  in  the  basement  of  the  South 
Congregational  Church  building.  After  a resi- 
dence of  ten  years  with  his  grandfather,  he  was 
apprenticed  to  J.  Mott  & Co.,  of  Bridgeport,  to 
learn  the  coach  maker’s  trade,  serving  five  years, 
at  the  close  of  which  he  went  to  California, 
where  he  followed  mining  some  seven  years. 
Returning  to  Bridgeport  in  1858,  he  opened  out 
a carriage  shop  on  the  corner  of  Fairfield  and 
Middle  streets,  from  there  moving  later  to  Elm 
street,  having  bought  the  factory  of  George 
Keeler.  Fora  time  his  brother  Henry  was  as- 
sociated with  him  in  the  business. 

In  1861  our  subject,  assisted  by  a Mr.  Wardin 
and  a Mr.  Nichols,  raised  a company  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  men,  one  hundred  of  whom  were 
mustered  in  at  Camp  Buckingham,  New  Haven, 
as  Company  D,  23rd  Conn.  V.  I.,  Mr.  Hall  be- 
ing elected  captain,  he  having  been  a member of 
the  City  Guard  of  Bridgeport.  In  June,  1862, 
he  left  Company  D,  being  detached  as  acting 
assistant  commissary,  in  charge  of  $3,000,000 
worth  of  commissary  stores.  Later  in  the  same 
year  he  was  sent  to  New  Orleans  to  take  charge 
of  the  troops  there,  and  in  August  he  was  placed 
in  charge  of  a vessel  running  up  the  Mississippi 
to  take  troops  home.  He  then  once  more  re- 
turned to  Bridgeport  and  resumed  work  with  his 
brother  until  1870.  About  this  time  a stock 
company,  knowji  as  the  Hall  Brothers  Manu- 
facturing Company,  was  formed,  which  lasted 
two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  Captain 
Hall  again  returned  to  his  Elm  street  factory  and 
remained  there  six  years.  His  next  place  of 
business  was  on  Nousatoma  avenue,  and  in  the 
meantime,  in  1891,  E.  A.  Godfrey  became  a 
partner  in  the  concern,  and  the  firm  has  since 
been  known  as  Hall  & Godfrey.  In  1896  they 
removed  Jo  their  present  premises  on  John  street, 
and  they  find  their  business  continually  ex- 
panding. 

In  June,  1861,  Captain  Hall  was  married  to 
Miss  Gertrude  W.  Purcelle,  daughter  of  John 
Purcelle,  and  children  as  follows  have  been  born 
to  them:  Gertrude,  who  married  Louis C.  Kiefer, 
of  Chicago,  111,,  and  has  one  child,  Kenneth, 
Louie,  who  married  John  T.  Snyder,  of  Chicago, 
111.,  and  has  one  son,  Charles  Hall;  and  Sophie, 
wife  of  Frank  C.  Gernert,  by  whom  she  has  one 
son,  Harold  Hall. 

Captain  and  Mrs.  Hall,  in  religious  faith,  are 
identified  with  the  First  Baptist  Church  at 
Bridgeport ; socially,  he  is  a charter  member  0 
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Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  Post  No.  3,  G.  A.  R. , and  he  is 
also  identified  with  the  United  Friends  of  Bridge- 
port. No  better,  more  patriotic  or  popular  citi- 
zen can  be  found  in  central  Connecticut,  and  he 
justly  merits  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  uni- 
versally held. 


MOSES  E.  BANKS.  Not  alcne  is  there 

particular  interest  attaching  to  the  career 

of  this  gentleman  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
and  ex-educators  of  Fairfield  county,  but  in  re- 
viewing his  genealogical  record  we  find  his  line- 
age tracing  back  to  the  Colonial  history  of  the 
nation,  and  to  that  great  period  which  marked 
the  inception  of  this  great  Republic.  Through 
such  sources  have  we  attained  the  true  American 
type,  and  along  this  line  must  our  investigation 
proceed  if  we  would  learn  of  the  steadfast  and 
unyielding  elements  which  constitute  the  basis 
upon  which  has  been  reared  the  lofty  and  mag- 
nificent superstructure  of  an  enlightened  and 
favored  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Banks  is  a native  of  Connecticut,  having 
been  born  June  15,  1835,  in  the  town  of  Easton 
(at  that  time  known  as  Weston),  a son  of  Will- 
iam Banks,  and  a grandson  of  Hezekiah  and 
Rhuanna  (Betts)  Banks,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  Fairfield,  Conn.  They  had  a family  of  six 
children,  viz. : Moses  B.  and  Hezekiah,  both 
farmers  at  Greenfield  Hill,  Conn.;  Eliza  G.,  who 
died  unmarried;  Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Ezra 
•Peet;  William,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and 
Anna,  who  died  in  childhood. 

William  Banks  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Weston,  Conn.,  in  1808,  and  followed  agricult- 
ural pursuits  all  his  life.  In  1833  he  married 
Ellen  Burr,  also  a native  of  Weston,  daughter  of 
Jdoses  Burr,  of  the  same  locality.  Moses  Burr, 
a very  prominent  man  in  his  day,  was  Judge  of 
Probate  until  reaching  the  limit  age,  when  he 
was  made  clerk.  Two  children  were  born  to 
William  and  Ellen  (Burr)  Banks,  to  wit:  Moses 
E.,  our  subject;  and  Eliza  M.,  who  married 
Minott  Tuttle,  of  Bridgeport,  and  is  now  a widow. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  are  both  deceased,  the 
father  having  died  in  1882,  in  the  town  of  Fair- 
field,  the  mother  passing  away  in  1883.  They 
were  Congregationalists  in  religious  faith,  and  in 
politics  Mr.  Banks  was  first  a Democrat,  later  a 
Republican. 

Moses  E.  Banks,  whose  name  introduces  this 
•memoir,  was  reared  till  the  age  of  fifteen  upon 
his  father’s  farm,  his  education  being  secured  at 
the  old  Staples  Academy,  and  at  New  Britain 
Normal  School,  Hartford  county,  after  which  he 
taught  two  years  in  Redding,  Fairfield  county. 


He  then  taught  a private  school  in  Stepney,  same 
county,  one  year,  at  the  end  of  that  time  opening 
a boarding  school  in  Easton,  known  as  Wash- 
ington Institute,  which  he  conducted  until  1858. 
He  then  taught  in  Black  Rock,  two  years;  in 
Fairfield  and  Southport  four  or  five  years;  then 
in  Derby  until  1869,  in  that  year  retiring  from 
scholastic  work  on  account  of  impaired  health. 
He  then  became  connected  with  the  publishing 
house  of  Ivison,  Blakeman  & Taylor,  of  New 
York,  and  after  a fifteen-years'  association  with 
that  firm  he  united,  as  stockholder,  with  Silver, 
Burdett  &Co.,  publishers  of  school  books,  music, 
etc.,  in  New  York,  of  which  extensive  firm  he  is 
now  a director.  For  the  past  seventeen  years  he 
has  lived  on  the  edge  of  Bridgeport,  going  to  and 
from  New  York  each  business  day.  He  has  also 
a fine  farm  in  the  town  of  Easton,  where  he  and 
his  family  rusticate  during  the  hot  summer 
weather  “ far  from  the  madding  crowd’s  ignoble 
strife,”  and  in  quiet  repose. 

A Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Banks  is  an 
ardent  supporter  of  his  party,  his  first  Presidential 
vote  having  been  cast  for  Fremont.  In  1856  he 
served  as  vice-president  of  the  Republican  Club 
of  Easton  (the  first  one  organized  in  that  town), 
and  the  following  year  he  ran  for  representative 
of  his  district,  but  was  defeated,  although  he  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  more  than  the  party  vote. 
For  over  seven  years  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  town  school  committee  of  Fairfield,  and  for 
four  years  has  been  its  secretary.  Socially  he  has 
been  affiliated  for  the  past  thirty-three  years  with 
King  Hiram  Lodge  No.  12,  F.  & A.  M.,  at 
Derby,  Conn.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a member 
of  the  Congregational  Church. 

On  December  24,  1853,  Mr.  Banks  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Amelia  Collins,  of  New 
York,  a daughter  of  Denmark  P.  Collins  (an  ex- 
tensive lumber  merchant  of  that  city),  who  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  of  an  old  family  of 
that  city,  his  father,  Eben  Hall  Collins,  having 
been  in  business  there  many  years,  a highly  edu- 
cated man  prominent  in  social  affairs,  exalted  in 
Freemasonry  and  an  officer  in  the  war  of  1812. 
To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  four 
children,  a brief  record  of  whom  is  as  follows: 
Cecile  (born  in  Easton)  is  the  wife  of  Louis  F. 
Gardner,  of  Ansonia,  Conn. ; Jane  E.  married 
Major  J.  Taylor  Amiss,  of  Asheville,  N.  C. ; Mil- 
dred married  James  H.  Torry,  of  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  now  deceased;  and  C.  Lincoln,  a med- 
ical practitioner,  of  whom  special  mention  will 
presently  be  made.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moses  E. 
Banks  are  distinguished  for  their  refinement  and 
intelligence,  and  being  of  social  and  genial  na- 
tures they  are  the  center  of  a large  circle  of 
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friends  and  acquaintances.  The  life  of  Mr. 
Banks  is  a constant  inspiration  to  those  who 
know  of  his  zealous  and  self-sacrificing  work  in 
the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  education. 

C.  Lincoln  Banks,  M.  D.,  only  son  of  the 
above,  was  born  in  Fairfield.  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  April  8,  1863,  and  the  earlier  part  of  his 
life  was  passed  in  Derby,  New  Haven  county, 
where  his  father  was  superintendent  of  schools  at 
the  time.  Here  the'lad  received  his  primary  edu- 
cation, which  was  supplemented  with  a course  of 
study  at  the  High  school  of  Bridgeport.  He  then 
attended  Lehigh  University,  taking  a scientific 
course  at  that  institution,  graduating  with  the 
class  of  '88,  and  receiving  the  degree  of  B.  S. 
While  there  he  was  a member  of  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  fraternity.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  entered 
the  medical  department  of  Columbia  College, 
graduating  with  the  class  of  ’91  (he  there  joined 
the  Zeta  Psi  fraternity);  then  did  two  years’  hos- 
pital work,  and  graduated  as  house  surgeon  from 
the  Post-graduate  College,  also  from  Sloane  Ma- 
ternity Hospital.  In  the  fall  of  1893  he  located 
in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  has  since  been 
associated  in  the  practice  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
Charles  C.  Godfrey. 

On  April  26,  1894,  Doctor  Banks  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Edith  Marston,  of  Portland,  Maine, 
daughter  of  Seward  B.  and  Harriet  A.  Marston, 
also  of  that  State,  and  of  English  descent.  To 
this  union  has  been  born  one  child,  Marston 
Edson.  In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a Republican, 
and  in  1897  he  was  elected  alderman  of  Bridge- 
port, in  which  incumbency  he  is  still  serving. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  Algonquin  and 
Sea  Side  Clubs,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  F.  & A. 
M.,  St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  3,  and  Hamilton  Com- 
mandery  No.  5,  Knights  Templar,  of  Bridgeport. 
As  a physician  he  enjoys  an  enviable  reputation, 
while  his  pleasant  and  genial  manner  have  won 
for  him  many  friends. 


u 


II  fl’NDERHILL  LYON.  The  Lyon  family  is 
IL l one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  the  "oldest,  in  the 
town  of  Greenwich,  and  the  old  homestead,  near 
Hawthorne  P.  O.,  now  occupied  by  the  subject 
of  this  biography,  has  sheltered  seven  genera- 
tions of  that  name.  It  was  in  the  year  1640 
that  Thomas  Lyon  settled  there,  he  having  re- 
ceived a royal  grant  of  the  tract  from  King 
Charles  I,  and  the  house  built  by  him  on  his  ar- 
rival has  been  continually  occupied  bv  the  family 
ever  since,  additions  being  made  from  time  to 
time  without  destroying  or  essentially  altering 
the  original  structure.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  substantial  houses  in  the  United  States, 


and  according  to  family  tradition  all  in  this  sec- 
tion who  bear  the  name  of  Lyon  could  trace 
their  descent  from  its  founder.  The  estate  is  a 
valuable  one,  lying  on  the  old  Post  road,  north 
of  Byram  Bridge. 

II.  In  the  second  generation  the  line  ol  de- 
scent, in  which  we  are  now  interested,  was  con- 
tinued by  Thomas,  Jr.,  a son  of  the  pioneer. 

III.  Gilbert  Lyon,  son  of  Thomas,  Jr.,  was 
born  July  20,  1719,  at  the  homestead.  He  mar- 
ried Jane  Kniffen  (now  Sniffen). 

IV.  Abraham  Lyon,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  born  November  13,  I764.  ,n  1 , 
house  where  he  always  resided,  and  he  followed 
farming  throughout  his  life.  He  married  Han- 
nah Mills,  and  had  eight  children  who  lived  0 
maturity:  Seth,  a prominent  politician,  county 
surveyor,  and  farmer  of  his  day;  Fitch,  w o 
never  married;  Olivia,  who  married  (first)  Jona- 
than Lyon,  and  (second) 

Jane  (Mrs.  Henry  Davis);  Deborah  (Mrs.  Gilbert 
Lyon);  Hannah,  who  never  married;  Elias,  our 
subject’s  father;  and  Emeline,  who  did  not 
marry.  All  are  now  deceased,  but  they  attain 
to  advanced  years,  at  one  time  their  com  me 
ages  reaching  a total  that  had  never 
equalled  in  this  State  by  members  of  one  family 

V.  Elias  Lyon,  the  father  of  our  subject,  wa 
born  in  the  old  home  in  1800,  and  became  a 
successful  agriculturist,  much  of  his  file  6 
spent  at  the  homestead.  He  was  a democrat' 
politics.  His  death  occurred  in  1863,  ms  r 
mains  being  interred  in  Lyon  cemetery  on 
Post  road  in  the  town  of  Greenwich.  e 
ried  Martha  A.  Banks,  who  was  born  Octon 
24.  1805,  a daughter  of  John  Banks,  and  s e 
vived  him  many  years,  passing  away  in  , 
This  estimable  couple  had  two  children.  , 

hill,  our  subject;  and  Louise,  who  m 
Daniel  Haight,  and  had  three  children  ’ 

John  U.  and  Martha  (she  died  at  Port 

New  York,  in  April,  1893).  h blv 

VI.  Underhill  Lyon,  who  is  now  probably 

the  best-known  of  the  name  in  this  coun  Jine 
born  October  24,  1837,  in  a house  5 „ 

on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  *rom  jn 
family  residence.  His  education  was  g ^ 
the  Byram  district  schools,  and  he  also  a ^ 
a select  school  at  Port  Chester,  N.  ^ 

his  opportunities  were  limited  compar 
those  enjoyed  by  the  children  of  that Joe 
day.  As  the  only  son,  he  became  the  tQ 

of  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  home 
which  he  succeeded  on  the  death  ol  . t0 
He  is  a successful  manager,  and  m a ,non  to 
the  care  of  his  farm  he  is  often  calle  P ^at 
settle  estates  for  others,  much  busines 
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sort  being  done  gratuitously.  ,His  sound  judg- 
ment and  public  spirit  have  won  for  him  the  con- 
fidence of  all  classes  in  the  community  and, 
although  he  is  a Democrat  politically,  he  has 
often  been  elected  to  office  through  the  votes 
of  both  parties.  He  has  held  nearly  every  office 
of  importance  in  his  township,  serving  creditably 
m all.  For  more  than  fifteen  years  he  has 
served  as  assessor,  an  office  which  he  now  holds, 
and  for  more  than  five  years  he  was  a selectman 
of  his  town.  Since  1871  he  has  been  prominent 
in  the  management  of  the  local  school,  and  for 
more  than  twenty-five  years  has  served  as  clerk 

ain  in  nSt£Ctj  ,He  is  unassuming  in  manner, 
and  m all  his  dealings  he  is  thoroughly  upright, 

his  religion  being  the  practical  observance,  in 
everyday  life,  of  the  "Golden  Rule." 

eft  whn”6’  'i?80’  w married  Miss  Maria  Black- 
ett who  was  born  March  25,  1854.  at  Tremont, 

N.  Y now  177th  street,  New  York  City.  Her 
5?  ?nt?’  Jobn  and  Frances  (Ritch)  Blackett 
forborne"  ShC  WlS  ab°Ut  thirteen  Years  old,  and 
and  gTJ6T  hecr  b°me  was  in  P°rt  Chester 
bvterian  rr'ChK  S^e  IS  a member  of  the  Pres- 
imerest  at  P,°rt  Chester'  and  ‘akes  an 

,e‘  hr:V”  Its  var,ous  lines  of  work.  One  daugh- 

DecemberTg  ,889  h°me’  Ju]ia  Frances>  b°™ 


If  L 'f  h ,LOCKWOOD-  For  about 
sfufd  Beach  r?  Mty  years  the  fa™  a‘ 

^d  occupied  bvW1the,OWnSh,p'  "°W  °Wned 

whnSP  P Dy  the  prominent  citizen 

in  possessi^ nf°,PhenT  “?is  review'  has  been 
of  the  few^ra  ! hfe,L°Jckwood  family-  It  is  one 
in  the  name  of  th°f  the  county.  still  held 

name  has  bee!  ^ or.lglna11  c°l°nial  settler.  The 
the  history  f JPrommently  interwoven  through 
nfAmericL  wla°^r0rd  °ne-half  centuries 
‘ions  span  th  „ “d  development.  Eight  genera- 

wood,  Pabout  °f  t-lme  Since  Robert  Lock- 

locating  Lt  at  w ,emi&rated  from  England, 
moving  to  wW  -Watertown-  Mass.,  in  1646  rel 
county  and  “ ”r°W  found  Beach’  Fairfield 
family^  Here  f°uIndl"?  tbls  distinguished 
The  line  ofHec  ^ Lockwood  died  in  t658. 

Robert  ft™  ° °Ur  Subject  is  as  follows: 
eration';  Robert  thi  7 ' J°na‘han'  SeC°nd  gen' 
generation;  Enos  fifth' Bneratlon;  David,  fourth 

**  generation  BeaI  bZZ'™'  ?”°S 
bon;  and  William  R BV. ’ ?ev?nth  genera- 
tion. ' four  subject),  eighth  genera- 

0ur  subjec^w!!0^  ^\.the  great-grandfather  of 
El'«be  h warL  May  3°’  '731-  His  wife 
was  born  in  1735.  Enos  Lockwood 


died  April  12,  1802,  and  his  wife  died  January  9 
1787;  both  were  buried  at  Sound  Beach.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  Abigail,  who  married 

Abel  Ferris;  Sarah,  who  married  Joseph  Donald- 
son; Enos,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  mar- 
ried Sarah  Ferris;  Joshua;  Elizabeth,  who  never 
married;  Reuben;  Mary;  and  Martha,  who  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Ferris. 

Enos  Lockwood  (2)  was  born  March  1,  1763, 
at  Sound  Beach,  and  on  September  15,  1793, 
married  Sarah  Hoit,  who  was  born  March  28,’ 

1 77  * - Their  three  children  were  as  follows  : 
Maurice,  who  was  born  April  6,  1794,  and  who 
while  a clerk  in  a store  at  Cos  Cob,  died  a young 
man;  Enos  Bennett,  born  October  26,  1798,  was 
a farmer,  and  died  in  Stamford  township,  Novem- 
ber 6,  1870;  and  Beal  Burr,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  May  26,  1807.  Enos  (2)  Lock- 
wood  was  chosen  July  4,  1818,  as  a delegate 
to  the  Constitutional  Convention  at  Hartford, 
which  body  assembled  in  August,  1818.  When 
but  a lad  he  enlisted  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Troops,  called  the  Town  Guards,  or  Coast 
Guards;  his  company  was  commanded  by  Capt. 
Timothy  Lockwood,  and  Lieut.  Oliver  Jervis. 
He  was  a farmer,  and  owned  the  farm  where  our 
subject  now  lives;  was  a well-known  citizen,  and 
left  considerable  property.  He  died  June  22. 
1837,  his  wife  surviving  him  about  one  year. 
They  were  buried  at  Sound  Beach. 

Beal  Burr  Lockwood  was  born  on  the  home 
farm  May  26,  1807.  He  was  reared  as  a farmer 
boy  of  his  day,  attending  the  schools  of  Sound 
Beach  at  first,  then  attending  the  school  at 
Stamford.  In  December,  1834,  he  was  married 
at  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Susan  Ferris, 
who  was  born  at  Mianus,  November  4,  1812,  the 
daughter  of  jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Warring) 
Ferris.  Jonathan  Ferris  was  a farmer,  and  lived 
near  Mianus  Landing.  Beal  Burr  Lockwood 
began  housekeeping  on  the  home  farm,  and  al- 
ways lived  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
January  3,  1866.  He  was  buried  in  the  Con- 
gregational cemetery.  His  four  children  were: 
Reuben  B.,  born  August  27,  1835,  was  a farmer 
at  Sound  Beach,  and  died  September  20,  1891; 
William  Burr  is  our  subject;  Sarah  A.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1840,  married  (first)  Frank  Lockwood, 
and  (second)  John  Kelley,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ;. 
and  Enos,  born  February  7,  1843,  died  Septem- 
ber 19,  1856.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
Whig  in  early  life,  and  later  a Democrat.  He 
was  through  life  a prominent  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  The  allurements  of  office 
did  not  appeal  to  him,  and,  save  for  the  earnest 
and  conscientious  Church  work  in  which  he  was 
ever  ready  to  engage,  he  was  devoted  chiefly  to 
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his  family  and  to  his  own  business  affairs.  He 
left  a considerable  property.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  still  survives  in  the  eighty-sixth  year  of 
her  age,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead.  She  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  is  highly  respected  and  well  preserved. 

William  B.  Lockwood,  our  subject,  was  born 
December  12,  1 837,  on  the  old  Lockwood  home- 
stead,\of  which  he  has  ever  since  been  a resident. 
In  his  youth  he  attended  the  Sound  Beach  schools, 
and  completed  his  education  at  Stamford.  He 
was  married  September  2,  1861,  to  Miss  Lavina 
Ford,  who  was  born  in  New  York  City,  April  io, 
1838,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Harriet  (Purdy) 
Ford.  Benjamin  Ford  was  a wholesale  dry-goods 
merchant  of  New  York  City.  His  daughter, 
Lavina,  was  highly  educated,  and  when  mar- 
ried brought  to  our  subject  the  graces  and  cult- 
ure of  a refined  home-maker.  She  is  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Stamford.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lockwood  are  as  fol- 
lows: Harriet  C. ; Laura  J.,  now  Mrs.  John  F. 
Ryan,  of  Stamford;  M.  Lillian;  Beal  Burr,  a 
horseman  and  farmer,  at  home;  and  Enos  B.,  at 
home.  In  politics  Mr.  Lockwood  is  a stanch 
Democrat.  He  is  a business  man  of  ripe  judg- 
ment, and  in  the  intelligent  community  in  which 
he  lives  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  its  best  and  most 
substantial  citizens. 


TF^BENEZER  COLEY,  a prosperous  farmer 
JE1 //  of  the  town  of  Wilton,  was  born  April  26, 
1838,  in  the  town  of  Westport,  Conn.  His  early 
education  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools, 
and  he  afterward  attended  a private  school  kept 
by  Professor  Richards.  Being  thus  well  quali- 
fied, he  began  teaching  school  and  continued  to 
follow  this  profession  for  eighteen  years.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  he  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing, which  occupation  he  has  since  followed  with 
success,  purchasing  a farm  within  the  town  of 
Wilton.  He  has  also,  to  some  extent,  been  en- 
gaged in  the  butcher  business. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Coley  was  drafted, 
but  on  account  of  the  condition  of  his  health 
he  was  found  to  be  exempt.  Politically  he 
has  always  been  a strong  Republican,  and  he 
has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with 
election  to  several  of  the  minor  offices,  such  as 
tax  collector,  member  of  the  school  committee, 
and  others.  He  is  a member  of  the  Westport 
Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Coley  married  Miss 
Eleanor  O.  Gregory  (daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Eleanor  (Fillow)  Gregory),  who  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Wilton,  November  10,  1841,  and  they 
have  had  the  following  named  children:  Stanton, 


born  December  17,  1864,  married  Susie M.  Hab- 
bell;  Chester  E.,  born  December  1,  1874,  is 
engaged  in  business  with  his  father;  he  married 
Edna  C.  Bradley. 

Walter  Coley,  father  of  Ebenezer  Coley,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Westport,  Conn.,  October 
ii,  1791,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  place,  and  engaged  in  larming 
throughout  his  active  life.  During  the  training 
days  he  was  a member  of  the  horse  artillery.  In 
politics  he  was  a strong  Republican,  but  he  never 
aspired  to  office.  He  was  a member  of  the  Noi- 
field  Church  of  Weston,  in  which  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  choir.  Walter  Coley  married  Mrs. 
Ora  Coley,  widow  of  John  Coley,  by  whom  she 
had  no  children.  By  her  second  marriage  she 
had  the  following  named  children:  Walter,  who 
remains  single;  Mercie  A.,  who  married  Jarvis 
Taylor;  Ebenezer,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Samuel  M.,  who  married  Mary  E.  Nash;  and 
Henry  B.,  who  married  Hellen  A.  Seymour. 

Samuel  Gregory,  father  of  Mrs.  Ebenezer 
Coley,  was  born  March  6,  1769,  in  the  town  of 
Wilton,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  He  became  a tin  peddler,  continuing 
in  that  business  for  many  years,  but  during  the 
later  years  of  his  life  he  was  engaged  in  farming. 
During  the  training  days  he  was  a member  of  the 
militia,  and  he  was  a strong  Republican  in  poli- 
tics. He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  was  an  excellent  citizen, 
standing  well  in  the  estimation  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lived.  He  married  Eleanor  Fillow, 
by  whom  he  had  the  following  named  children: 
Eleanor  O. , wife  of  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch;  Samuel,  born  January  18,  1845;  and 
Aaron,  who  died  young.  Samuel  Gregory’,  father 
of  these,  died  in  1862. 


WILLIAM  LIEBERUM.  Thomas  Carlyle 

once  said,  “our  grand  business  in  this 

life  is  not  to  see  what  lies  dimly  at  a distance,  but 
to  do  that  which  lies  clearly  at  hand."  Philoso- 
phers in  all  ages  have,  in  various  ways,  given 
voice  to  the  same  thought  in  language  so  terse,  as 
to  be  handed  down  to  us  as  proverbs;  and  the 
Divine  Master  himself  declared  " Sufficient  unto 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.”  Success  comes 
slowly,  and  it  is  the  result  of  great  toil  and  much 
hardship,  and  it  comes  only  to  the  spirit  that  is 
strong  enough  to  overcome  all  obstacles.  To 
contemplate  on  the  lives  and  characters  of  those 
to  crown  whose  efforts  success  has  come,  and  to 
emulate  their  example  is  a worthy  lesson  for  the 
American  youth,  and  we  here  present  a few  ° 
the  incidents  in  the  lifeof  one  of  the  representative 
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and  progressive  business  men  of  Bridgeport — 
William  Lieberum. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  born  at  Hesse- 
Cassel,  Germany,  September  26,  1 837,  a son  of 
August  Henry  and  Minnie  (Happel)  Lieberum.  in 
whose  family  were  eight  children:  (1)  Mary,  who 
became  Mrs.  Keller,  and  now  resides  in  Birming- 
ham, Conn.;  (2)  Augusta,  who  married  Nicholas 
Usinger,  and  lives  in  Bridgeport;  (3)  Kate,  de- 
ceased wife  of  A.  Usinger,  of  New  Haven,  Conn. ; 
(4)  William,  our  subject;  (5)  August,  who  is 
mentioned  elsewhere;  (6)  Henry,  of  Bridgeport; 
(7)  Charles,  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. ; and  (8) 
Minnie,  deceased  wife  of  William  Evers,  a 
butcher  of  Bridgeport.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  in  1884,  followed  two  years  later  by  his  de- 
voted wife.  On  coming  to  this  country,  August 
Henry  Lieberum  first  located  at  Derby,  Conn., 
where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cigars, 
but  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  living  retired 
at  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey. 

In  1854,  William  Lieberum  left  the  Father- 
land  for  the  United  States.  Before  coming  to 
this  country  he  had  learned  the  cabinetmakers’ 
trade,  and  after  his  arrival  in  America  he  located 
at  Ansonia,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  where 
he  followed  his  trade.  Here  he  remained  some 
time;  then  after  a short  stay  in  Birmingham, 
Conn.,  he,  in  1861,  removed  to  Bridgeport, where 
he  has  ever  since  made  his  home.  For  four  years 
he  here  worked  for  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Sew- 
ing Machine  Co.,  but  in  1865,  in  company  with 
his  brother  August,  the  firm  of  Lieberum  Brothers 
was  established,  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  in 
furniture  and  for  undertaking.  For  twenty-five 
years  this  firm  carried  on  business  with  great  suc- 
cess, and  “Lieberum  Bros.”  were  an  important 
factor  in  the  commercial  world  of  Bridgeport. 
The  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1890,  since  when 
our  subject  has  conducted  the  business  alone.  In 
1895  be  moved  from  his  former  location  on 
Water  street,  to  No.  441  Main  street — the  larg- 
est store  on  the  street — where  he  has  since  re- 
mained. 

On  April  9,  1863,  Mr.  Lieberum  was  married 
to  Miss  Henrietta  Eckel,  a native  of  Newark,  N. 
J.,  and  a daughter  of  John  Eckel,  a native  of 
Germany.  Though  born  in  New  Jersey,  Mrs. 
Lieberum  passed  the  greater  portion  of  her  life 
in  Bridgeport,  where  her  father  was  a saddle 
maker.  A family  of  three  children  were  born  to 
our  subject  and  his  wife:  (t)  Marie  H.,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Frederick  C.  Winnewisser, 
formerly  of  this  State,  now  of  Bellows  Falls,  Vt. 
(2)  Charles  F. , who  is  in  business  with  his  father  ; 
he  married  Christine  Rohe,  of  New  York.  (3) 
William  J.  was  bookkeeper  with  his  father,  but 


died  February  1 1 , 1899,  at  his  home  in  Bridge- 
port, Conn.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
January  7,  1873,  and  March  25,  1874,  for  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Lieberum  married  Henrietta 
Horstman,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  to  this  union 
four  children  were  born:  (i)  Julia  W.  and  (2) 
Wilhelmena  F.,  at  home;  (3)  Henry  H.,  a ma- 
chinist; and  (4)  George  W.,  at  home. 

In  his  political  opinions  Mr.  Lieberum  coin- 
cides with  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  has  been  frequently  called  upon  by 
his  friends  to  fill  positions  of  trust  and  honor;  in 
1882-83  he  was  a member  of  the  council,  and 
from  1883  to  1889  was  police  comm issiouer.  At 
the  election  of  April,  1899,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education  for  the  term  of 
three  years.  When  Mr.  Lieberum  has  been 
elected  to  office,  it  has  been  when  the  office 
sought  the  man.  for  in  no  sense  can  he  be  re- 
garded as  an  office  seeker.  In  his  social  relations 
he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  which 
he  joined  in  1862.  His  success  in  life  is  due  to 
his  own  unaided  efforts,  and  he  has  not  only 
made  a financial  success,  but  has  won  and  main- 
tained the  high  regard  of  all  who  know  him,  for 
his  upright  life,  public  and  private.  In  his  own 
home,  surrounded  by  his  accomplished  family, 
he  finds  his  true  enjoyment — a cheerful  haven  of 
rest  after  the  worrisome  cares  that  fall  to  the  lot 
of  any  business  man. 


CiHARLES  H.  PEIX,  a member  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Beckerle  & Co.,  leaders  in 
the  hat  industry  at  Danbury,  is  a representative 
of  the  best  type  of  our  German-born  citizens. 
Energetic,  shrewd,  thrifty,  he  has  made  his  way 
to  a high  mark  in  business  circles,  and  while  he  is 
not  especially  active  in  local  political  work,  his 
influence  is  always  thrown  upon  the  side  of  prog- 
ress. 

Mr.  Peix  was  born  November  22,  1846,  in 
Hanover,  Germany,  the  youngest  in  a family  of 
seven  children.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  land,  and  at  fourteen  began 
to  learn  the  dyer’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for 
some  time  there  and  in  this  country.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1869,  he  crossed  the  ocean,  and  landing  in 
New  York  City  found  employment  in  a dyeing 
establishment  in  Brooklyn.  After  six  months  he 
removed  to  Danbury  and  continued  in  the  same 
line  of  business  as  an  employe  of  Louis  Moeg- 
ling.  He  soon  decided  to  familiarize  himself 
with  Danbury’s  principal  industry  and,  entering 
the  hat  factory  of  the  Tweedy  Manufacturing 
Company,  he  there  spent  several  years.  He  then 
formed  a partnership  with  William  Beckerle  and 
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the  late  Joseph  H.  Shuldice,  and  began  the  manu-  town  of  Trumbull,  and  was  educated  there  and 
facture  of  hats  under  the  firm  name  of  Beckerle  in  the  city  of  Bridgeport.  Throughout  life  he 

& Co.  A few  years  later  Thomas  F.  Fay  was  followed  farming  in  Trumbull  township,  and  for 

admitted  to  the  firm,  which  has  enjoyed  unusual  many  years  he  was  a leading  Democrat  of  that 

prosperity,  employing  in  good  seasons  from  six  town,  serving  as  a representative  in  the  State 

hundred  to  seven  hundred  people.  Legislature,  and  holding  various  local  offices,  in- 

In  1868  Mr.  Peix  married  Miss  R osina  Von  eluding  that  of  selectman.  He  was  also  active 

Wartburg,  and  two  children  bless  this  union:  in  non-political  movements,  and  was  prominent 

Bertha  L.,  an  attractive  young  lady,  at  home;  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  Grace  Episco- 

and  Charles  H.,  Jr.,  a graduate  of  Yale  College  pal  Church  at  Long  Hill.  On  March  15,  1826, 

of  the  class  of  ’98,  and  now  connected  with  the  he  was  married  in  Easton  to  Miss  Relbecca  Sher- 

firm  of  Beckerle  & Co.  The  family  attend  the  wood,  daughter  of  ’Squire  Walker  Sherwood,  a 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Danbury,  and  well-known  resident  of  that  town.  Five  children 

take  a prominent  part  in  the  social  life  of  that  were  born  of  this  union,  our  subject  being  the 

pleasant  city.  Mr.  Peix  built  his  present  home  youngest.  Margaret  married  Abel  Stiles  Beach, 

there  about  fifteen  years  ago.  He  is  an  ardent  of  Trumbull;  Sherwood  died  in  1 848  at  the  age 

believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party,  of  twenty;  Melissa  married  W.  A.  Tomlinson,  of 

but  has  never  shown  inclination  for  office,  though  Bridgeport;  and  John  M.  is  a member  of  the  firm 

in  1888,  before  Danbury  was  incorporated  as  a of  Wheeler  & Howes,  of  Bridgeport, 
city,  he  was  elected  burgess  and  served  with  Our  subject  was  born  May  25,  1838,  at  the 
ability  for  four  years.  old  home  in  Chestnut  Hill  District,  Trumbull, 

and  his  education  was  begun  in  the  schools  of 

that  neighborhood.  Later  he  attended  the  acad- 

H ARCUS  O.  WHEELER.  New  England's  emy  at  Easton,  also  a private  school  in  War- 

pride  is  in  her  people,  the  sturdy,  upright  ren,  Conn.,  and  since  leaving  that  institution  he 

stock  which  through  generation  after  generation  has  made  farming  his  occupation.  He  is  a lead- 

holds  steadily  by  the  old  wholesome  ways  of  life  ing  member  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  and  is 

while  keeping  pace  with  modern  culture  and  interested  in  all  movements  which  promise  to 

scientific  progress.  The  Wheeler  family  of  this  benefit  the  public.  At  times  he  has  participated 

section  is  a notable  instance,  its  members  con-  in  local  politics,  giving  his  support  to  the  Demo- 

tinuing  to  cultivate  the  broad  acres  which  were  cratic  party,  and  for  ten  years  he  served  as  reg- 

handed  down  to  them  by  their  pioneer  ancestors,  istrar.  In  1861  he  was  married  in  Trumbull  to 

yet  their  public  spirit  and  sound  practical  judg-  Miss  Susan  E.  Beardsley,  daughter  of  Miles 

ment  are  always  recognized  factors  in  the  varied  Beardsley,  a respected  citizen  of  that  locality, 

activities  of  the  community.  The  subject  of  this  Four  children  have  blessed  this  marriage:  Marion 

sketch,  who  is  a prominent  agriculturist  of  the  R.  (deceased),  Sherwood  B.  (a  resident  of  New 

town  of  Trumbull,  divides  his  time  between  city  York  City),  Lizzie  May  and  Arthur  N.  Of  these, 

and  country  life,  and  while  conducting  a large  Lizzie  May  Wheeler  married  Henry  Franklin 

farm  he  resides  principally  at  his  attractive  home  Parrott,  January  25,  1899. 

in  Bridgeport,  on  the  corner  of  Washington  and 

Park  avenues.  “ 

Mr.  Wheeler  is  of  the  seventh  generation  of  W NDREW  P.  WAKEMAN,  of  Fairfield  town- 
the  family  of  that  name  in  this  county,  tracing  ship,  is  one  of  the  most  influential  and  pub- 

his  descent  from  Sergt.  Ephraim  Wheeler,  an  lie-spirited  citizens  of  Fairfield  county,  worthily 

Englishman  by  birth,  who  was  made  a freeman  representing  a family  which  has  held  a promi- 

at  Concord,  Mass.,  on  March  13,  1639.  In  1644  nent  place  in  this  section  from  pioneer  days.  He 

he  located  in  Fairfield  county,  and  at  his  death,  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  direct  descent 

which  occurred  previous  to  1670,  he  owned  a from  John  Wakeman,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
large  amount  of  land.  As  a genealogical  record  New  Haven  colony,  from  whom  nearly  all  of  the 

of  the  family  is  given  elsewhere,  we  will  simply  Wakemans  in  the  United  States  trace  their  hn- 

indicate  here  the  line  of  descent  to  our  subject,  eage.  Robert  Peel  Wakeman,  of  Southport,  is 

which  includes  Deacon  Isaac,  son  of  Sergeant  now  compiling  a genealogy  of  the  family,  a tas ' 

Ephraim;  Isaac,  who  died  about  1698;  Ebenezer,  which  has  already  occupied  more  than  a quarter 

born  in  1696;  John,  born  in  1738;  John  M.,  of  a century,  and  from  him  we  have  obtained t e 

born  January  7,  17691  an<d  Walker  Wheeler,  our  following  brief  but  interesting  account: 

subject’s  father.  Hon.  Walker  Wheeler  was  (I)  John  Wakeman  was  born  March 29>  ia01, 
born  January  21,  1803,  in  Chestnut  Hill  District,  in  Bewdley,  Worcestershire,  England,  and  came 
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to  America  in  the  spring  of  1640.  He  became  a 
leading  spirit  in  the  New  Haven  colony,  serving 
as  its  treasurer  for  a time,,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred at  Hartford  in  1661,  On  Januarv  28, 
1629,  he  was  married  in  England  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Hopkins,  daughter  of  William  Hopkins,  a 
member  of  the  famous  “Long  Parliament."  She 
died  in  1658,  having  four  children:  John,  Helena, 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth. 

(II)  Rev.  Samuel  Wakeman  was  born  June 
7,  1635.  and  died  March  8,  1692.  He  was  the 
first  of  the  family  to  locate  in  Fairfield  township, 
where  he  was  active  and  influential  as  a citizen. 
He  married  Hannah  Goodyear,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Stephen  Goodyear,  who  served  at  one  time  as 
deputy  governor  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut. 

(III)  Capt.  Joseph  Wakeman,  son  of  Rev 
Samuel  was  born  in  1670  and  died  December  5’ 
7 He  was  married  in  1697  or  1698  to  Eliz- 
abeth Hawley,  born  May  6,  1679,  died  August 
I8>  *753- 

(IV)  Lieut.  Samuel  Wakeman,  son  of  Cap- 
tam  Joseph,  was  bom  in  1713.  and  died  August 
l'75  '.  He  served  the  French  and  Indian 

FiWm-iv  1745  he  WaS  aPP°inted  ensign  in  the 
Fust  Militia  company  of  Fairfield.  He  married 


or,iP,uapt'  Andrew  Wakeman,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  was  born  December  22,  1745  and 

«2V82!'  • During  the  troubled  time 
£on  Afai%Re(V°lu‘IOn  he  served  in  ‘he  Lex- 

An,r<Ll' and  in  1777  he  was  a c°nduc- 

necticut  to  th°r  anSp0rt'ng  suPPIies  fr°m  Con- 

HanS  A lt177K3’he  married  h,s  first  wife, 
an  Allen,  who  was  born  Mav  n n,, 

« *"»■  s,3p 

Eunice  SmeHl  °n  lU”e  l6,  I79I>  *,e  married 
daughter  of  b,orn  December  26,  1767, 

deafh  occur/ed  n0a"d,  Eunice  Smedley,  and  her 
marriage  ,hpr;  °Ct°ber  5,  1821.  By  the  first 

married  Daniel  'olh  ^ ch’ldjen:  SaIlie-  who 
Samuel  who  b°rn£  and  dled  in  Fairfield; 

ab°«t  fifty-fived years”  Ca3^61*1  age  °f 

and  settled  in  \t  ,Cat“enne,  who  married, 

died  voung  The  State;  and  Betsey,  who 
the  second' mo  h chlldren.  two  in  number,  by 
sketch  J°Seph  Wakeman  (a 

d*d  in  Monroe,  this  county  a”d  Be"Jamin’  Wh° 

ject,  was^born^l  ^Vakeman-  father  of  our  sub- 
file ancestral  rJUne  ,-2’  ,792’  and  was  reared  to 

dence  throUghoutUPlife°h  °f  agricuJture'  his  resi- 
S life  being  upon  a farm  which 


has  now  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family  for 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  He 
owned  a large  tract  of  land,  and  was  a successful 
manager,  while  as  a citizen  he  was  greatly 
esteemed  for  his  excellent  qualities  of  character. 
For  many  years  he  was  a leading  member  of  the 
Congregational  Society  in  his  locality,  and 
although  he  was  never  an  office-seeker,  he  took 
keen  interest  in  the  political  issues  of  his  time, 
voting  regularly  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
died  August  15,  1854,  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Ann 
(Buckley),  survived  him  many  years,  her  death 
occurring  in  1880.  The  remains  of  both  now 
rest  in  the  East  cemetery,  in  Fairfield.  Mrs. 
Sarah  Wakeman  was  born  in  Fairfield  in  1813, 
a daughter  of  Henry  and  Nancy  Buckley,  and, 
although  her  parents  removed  to  New  York  State 
during  her  childhood,  they  afterward  returned  to 
the  old  home.  Our  subject  was  the  younger  of 
two  children,  and  his  sister,  Jane,  who  died  in 
New  Haven,  was  formerly  the  wife  of  B.  P.  Bacon. 

(VII)  Andrew  P.  Wakeman  was  born  January 
*7.  1738.  at  the  old  family  homestead,  where  he 
still  resides.  His  education  was  begun  in  the 
local  schools,  a Mr.  Morse  being  one  of  his  ear- 
liest teachers,  and  after  he  had  completed  the 
somewhat  limited  course  offered  there  he  attended 
Fairfield  Academy,  then  conducted  by  Morris 
Lyon.  When  not  in  school  he  assisted  in  the 
work  of  the  homestead,  and  his  first  business  ex- 
perience was  gained,  while  still  in  his  ’teens,  as 
clerk  for  James  W.  Beach  in  a store  in  Wall 
street,  Bridgeport.  He  remained  there  about 
two  years,  when  the  death  of  his  father  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  devote  his  attention  to  the 
management  of  the  home  farm.  In  this  he  was 
very  successful,  and  even  now,  although  he  has 
turned  the  active  work  over  to  his  sons,  he  keeps 
a general  oversight  of  the  estate.  He  is  a man 
of  the  strictest  integrity  and  is  a valued  citizen, 
his  influence  being  always  cast  on  the  side  of 
progress.  For  many  years  he  has  been  promi- 
nent in  the  local  Democratic  organization,  his 
advice  being  sought  in  the  party  councils,  and  at 
various  times  he  has  served  in  positions  of  honor 
and  trust.  He  has  served  his  township  as  first 
selectman  for  four  consecutive  years;  was  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  education  two  years,  and 
held  minor  offices  of  various  kinds.  In  1 88 1 , 
1884  and  1885  he  represented  his  town  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  in  this  important  position, 
as  in  all  others,  he  served  with  conspicuous  abil- 
ity. He  and  his  family  are  identified  with  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Fairfield,  in  which 
they  are  active  workers;  he  is  at  present  serving 
as  deacon,  and  he  was  also  chorister  for  nearly 
twenty  years. 
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On  May  15,  1 86 1 , Mr.  Wakeman  married 
Miss  Cornelia  K.  Burr,  daughter  of  Eben  and 
Hannah  Burr,  and  a descendant  of  the  well- 
known  Burr  family  of  this  county,  her  ancestors 
having  located  here  about  2 50  years  ago.  Nine 
children,  two  dying  in  childhood,  have  blessed 
this  union,  the  others  being:  Jennie  is  the  de- 

ceased wife  of  William  D.  Aiken,  of  Putnam, 
N.  Y. ; Samuel  B.  resides  in  Fairfield  township, 
and  is  mentioned  more  fully  elsewhere;  Andrew 
S.  is  a farmer  of  Fairfield  township;  Bacon  is  an 
attorney  in  Bridgeport;  and  J.  Howard,  Florence 
C.  and  Emma  F.  are  at  home. 


D ANIEL  E.  MARSH.  The  American  nation 

/ will  ever  hold  in  grateful  memory  the  names 

of  those  whose  courage  and  devotion  put  down 
the  Rebellion,  and  established,  beyond  question, 
the  indivisibility  of  the  United  States.  Among 
the  brave  men  who  went  down  from  this  State, 
in  response  to  the  call  of  the  government,  was 
this  well-known  resident  of  Bridgeport,  who 
made  an  honorable  record  for  gallantry,  serving 
throughout  the  entire  struggle. 

Mr.  Marsh  was  born  June  16,  1839,  in  New 
Milford,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  is  a lineal 
descendant  of  William  Marsh,  who  emigrated  to 
this  country  from  Kent,  England,  in  1642,  and 
served  as  commissary  in  King  Philip's  war,  being 
wounded  in  the  fight  with  the  Narragansetts  at 
Stonington,  Conn.  Wanzer  Marsh,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  was  born  at  New  Milford,  and  passed 
his  life  there  in  agricultural  pursuits.  John  B. 
Marsh,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  a na- 
tive of  that  place,  and,  like  his  father,  followed 
farming  through  life.  He  died  in  February, 
1867;  his  wife  Laura  (Hine),  a native  of  North- 
ville,  Litchfield  county,  passed  away  in  1882. 
Of  their  nine  children,  five  are  now  living:  Clark, 
a retired  resident  of  Bridgeport;  Daniel  E.,  our 
subject;  Helen,  wife  of  James  A.  Cook,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.;  Lucy,  widow  of  the  late  J.  S.  Tur- 
rell.  an  attorney  of  New  Milford;  and  Francis 
W.,  a member  of  the  banking  firm  of  Marsh, 
Merwin  & Lemmon,  of  Bridgeport. 

During  his  boyhood  Daniel  E.  Marsh  attended 
the  schools  of  New  Milford  and  Watertown, 
Conn.,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  enlisted 
in  the  19th  Conn.  V.  I.  Soon  afterward 
the  regiment  was  transferred  to  the  2d 
Conn.  Heavy  Artillery,  and  assigned  to  service 
in  the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
For  some  time  he  was  stationed  at  the  fortifica- 
tions at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  later  he  did 
some  severe  fighting  with  Grant  in  the  Wilder- 
ness, and  with  Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah  Val- 


ley, Va. , being  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Win- 
chester or  Opequan.  He  remained  in  the  service 
until  peace  was  re-established,  and  was  mustered 
out  August  18,  1865.  On  the  very  next  day  he 
entered  the  employ  of  his  brother  Clark,  and 
about  a year  later  became  his  partner,  they  being 
contractors  for  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manu- 
facturing Company,  with  whom  he  continued  in 
that  capacity  until  1896,  when  he  wasgivengen- 
eral  supervision  of  certain  details  of  work  in  all 
parts  of  the  factory.  Thirty-three  years  of  busi- 
ness life  in  connection  with  such  a firm  is,  of  it- 
self, an  evidence  of  worth  and  uprightness,  and 
one  is  not  surprised  to  learn  that  Mr.  Marsh  has 
been  chosen  to  positions  of  importance  in  social, 
religious  and  philanthropic  movements.  Bridge- 
port has  a very  flourishing  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  nearly 
one  thousand  members,  with  a building  costing 
$150,000.  of  which  Mr.  Marsh  was  a charter 
member,  vice-president,  member  of  the  building 
committee  and  for  many  years  director.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  Park  Street  Congregational 
Church  ever  since  its  organization  in  1871,  and 
for  four  years  was  superintendent  of  its  Sunday- 
school  of  more  than  six  hundred  members.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Loyal  Legion  N.  Y.  Com- 
mandery,  and  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  Post  Elias  Howe, 
Jr.,  Bridgeport,  Conn.  Politically  he  is  a Re- 
publican, and  for  three  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  Board  of  Apportionment  at  Bridgeport. 

On  May  23,  1866,  Mr.  Marsh  married  Miss 
Sarah  F.  Merwin,  daughter  of  Hon.  Horace  Mer- 
win, of  New  Milford.  Two  sons  were  born  to 
them:  Arthur  M.  and  Egbert,  both  of  whom  are 
graduates  of  Yale  University  (classes  of  '92  and 
’95  S.  respectively),  and  are  regarded  as  ranking 
high  among  the  promising  young  men  of  Bridge- 
port. Arthur  M.,  not  married,  makes  his  home 
with  his  parents;  Egbert,  who  also  resides  at 
Bridgeport,  married  October  14,  1896,  Miss 
Lucy  J.  Catlin,  of  Bridgeport. 


WILLIAM  G.  HARD,  a successful  agricult- 
urist  of  Zoar  District,  Newtown  town- 
ship, enjoys  the  distinction  of  occupying  the 
homestead  which  three  generations  of  his  family 
have  owned  and  cultivated,  his  grandfather,  Cy- 
rus Hard,  who  was  born  in  April,  1773.  having 
made  his  home  there  after  his  marriage  to  Abi- 
gail Curtis.  Their  family  consisted  of  two  sons— 
William  and  Amos — and  one  daughter — Sophia 
The  late  Amos  Hard,  our  subject’s  father,  wa5 
born  August  13,  1809,  at  the  homestead,  ar 1 , 
being  the  only  survivor  of  the  family  at  "1S 
father’s  death,  inherited  the  property.  He  was 
a man  of  excellent  judgment  and  fine  business 
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sagacity,  and  became  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
of  Zoar  District,  Newtown.  The  farm  comprised 
about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  and  its 
care  occupied  his  entire  attention  throughout  his 
lifetime.  He  was  never  an  office-seeker,  but  he 
took  much  interest  as  a citizen  in  public  ques- 
tions, being  in  his  party  affiliations  a stanch 
Republican.  For  many  years  he  was  a promi- 
nent member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  in 
Newtown.  On  November  29,  1832,  he  married 
Miss  Mariette  Camp,  daughter  of  Silas  Camp, 
and  they  had  two  children:  Elizabeth,  born  July 
28,  1837,  died  March  25,  1844;  William  Gould, 
our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  The 
mother  of  these  passed  away  February  17,  1847, 
aged  thirty-two  years,  six  months,  and  on  March 
6,  1849,  Mr.  Hard  wedded  Miss  Catharine  Lake, 
daughter  of  Philo  Lake;  she  died  April  4,  1882, 
aged  fifty-seven  years.  To  this  union  came  one 
son,  Chester,  born  September  26,  1852,  who  is 
now  living  in  Ohio. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  21,  1840,  and  was 
reared  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  receiving  a fair 
education  for  that  time  in  the  district  schools  and 
in  Newtown  Academy,  then  under  the  control  of 
John  H.  French  and  J.  E.  Goodhue;  he  also  at- 
tended the  Connecticut  State  Normal  School,  at 
New  Britain,  for  one  term.  Having  made  good 
use  of  his  opportunities,  he  was,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  qualified  to  teach,  and  he  followed 
that  profession  successfully  for  some  time  at 
Botsford’s  Hill,  Gray’s  Plain,  and  in  Taunton 
District,  Newtown,  where  he  was  engaged  one 
year.  Later  he  took  up  farming  and  spent  a few 
summers  in  working  for  D.  J.  Lake  in  the  map 
business,  the  territory  he  traveled  over  including 
Ohio,  Michigan,  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  In 
1870  he  gave  up  this  line  of  work  and  settled 
down  to  farming  in  Taunton  District,  where  he 
remained  until  1887,  and  he  has  since  been  re- 
siding at  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  Hard’s  first  wife.  Miss  Sarah  E.  Erwin, 
was  a daughter  of  Dr.  Erastus  Erwin,  a well- 
known  physician  of  Newtown.  She  died  Decem- 
ber 16,  1868,  and  on  January  6,  >875,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  E.  Camp,  daughter  of  Hiram 
and  Eliza  Camp,  prominent  residents  of  Taunton 
District.  He  has  had  three  children,  all  by  the 
first  marriage,  viz.:  Katie  Nichols  died  in  child- 

hood; Charlotte  is  the  wife  of  James  B.  Bedient, 
a merchant  of  Wilton,  this  county;  and  William 
died  in  infancy.  In  religious  connections  Mr. 
Hard  is  a member  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church 
at  Sandy  Hook.  He  has  always  shown  sympa- 
thy with  any  movement  which  in  his  opinion 
was  likely  to  benefit  the  community,  but  he  has 
not  taken  an  active  part  in  local  affairs  of  a 


political  nature.  He  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
and  holds  decided  convictions  upon  all  the  ques- 
tions of  the  day. 


JfACOB  ARNOLD  is  one  of  the  best-known 
j business  men  of  Bridgeport,  as  manufacturer 
of  cigars,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  to- 
bacco, and  direct  importer  of  Havana  tobacco 
from  the  port  of  Havana  to  the  port  of  Bridge- 
port. Mr.  Arnold  now  enjoys  a large,  well- 
established  and  lucrative  patronage,  which  he 
has  won  by  his  own  efforts,  and  it  is  an  evidence 
of  his  superior  business  ability  and  stamen  that 
he  has  passed  successfully  through  several  finan- 
cial crises,  and  that  no  one  of  his  creditors  is  a 
dollar  the  loser  on  any  of  his  accounts.  Call  it 
sterling  integrity,  or  only  business  sagacity,  Mr. 
Arnold  has  a reputation  that  is  an  honor  to  him- 
self and  a comfort  to  all  the  admirers  of  the  old 
school  of  mercantile  fidelity. 

And  yet  Mr.  Arnold  is  not  indigenous  to  this 
soil.  He  is  one  of  those  freedom-loving  spirits 
who  left  a fatherland  and  all  its  ties  to  breathe  a 
freer  atmosphere,  and  to  struggle  for  a livelihood 
among  strangers — even  to  battle  in  warfare  for  the 
country  of  his  adoption.  He  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, October  11,  1841,  a son  of  Philip  and 
Margaretta  (Ruffer)  Arnold.  Philip  Arnold  was 
a son  of  a German  soldier,  who  was  mortally 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Leipsic,  though  he 
lingered  some  time  before  death.  Mr.  Arnold’s 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Ruffer,  and 
died  in  Germany  in  1850,  survived  by  her  hus- 
band and  four  children:  Philipine,  wife  of  Charles 
Eberle,  a retired  baker,  who  now  lives  in  Mt. 
Vernon,  N.  Y. ; Caroline,  who  married  Henry 
Helwick,  a builder  at  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  and  is 
now  deceased;  Lena,  who  died  in  Germany;  and 
Jacob,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  In  1852  the 
father,  who  was  a gardener  by  occupation,  came 
to  this  country  with  his  son  Jacob,  Philipine  fol- 
lowing in  1857  and  Caroline  in  1871.  At  this 
time  Jacob  was  only  eleven  years  old,  but  when 
they  reached  New  York  he  found  employment 
with  Powell  Orth,  a tobacconist  at  No.  1 13  West 
Broadway,  that  city,  and,  with  the  commend- 
able pertinacity  for  which  his  race  is  noted,  he 
clung  to  the  trade  which  he  thus  adopted  on  the 
new  continent.  There  was  one  interruption: 
On  April  23,  1 86 1 , he  enlisted  in  the  ist  Conn. 
V.  I..  Company  B,  Capt.  John  Spidell,  in  the 
three-months'  service,  serving  ninety-nine  days, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  at  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  July  31,  1861.  His  father,  Philip  Arnold, 
also  became  a soldier,  enlisting  in  Company  B, 
i32d  N.  Y.  V.  1.,  August  25.  1862,  for  three 
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years,  and  was  honorably  discharged  June  21, 
1865. 

After  returning  from  the  army,  Jacob,  then  in 
his  twentieth  year,  entered  the  large  shop  of 
Thomas  Russell  & Co.,  where  he  soon  became 
foreman,  remaining  until  1864;  then,  after  work- 
ing for  a year  as  journeyman  for  George  Warner 
at  New  Haven,  Mr.  Arnold,  in  1865,  started  in 
business  for  himself  at  Bridgeport,  in  partnership 
with  Antonio  Kern,  under  the  firm-name  of 
Arnold  & Kern.  Six  months  later  Mr.  Arnold 
purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner  and  formed 
a new  business  alliance  with  Rudolph  Kost, 
under  the  name  of  Arnold  & Kost,  at  No.  1 Bank 
street.  A year  later  the  property  was  partially 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  remnant  of  the  stock 
was  sold  to  Nelson  Davidson. 

Mr.  Arnold’s  experience  was  now  sufficiently 
wide  and  varied  to  warrant  him  in  engaging  in 
business  alone.  The  name  Jacob  Arnold  ap- 
peared as  a business  house  at  No.  57  Water 
street,  and  several  years  later  was  transferred  to 
his  present  address,  Nos.  31 1-3 13  Water  street, 
where  he  had  previously  purchased  property. 
Here  Mr.  Arnold  has  been  successfully  conduct- 
ing business  for  the  past  thirty-three  years.  He 
has  not  only  built  up  a large  local  trade,  but  one 
which  extends  through  several  States.  In  nation- 
al politics  he  is  a Republican,  but  locally  he  is 
independent.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  St. 
John’s  Lodge  No.  3,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Bridgeport, 
and  of  Elias  Howe  Post  No.  3.  G.  A.  R.  He  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Bridgeport  Board  of 
Trade,  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Turnverein 
of  his  city,  and  is  associated  with  the  German 
Workingmen’s  Benevolent  Society. 

On  May  16,  1862,  Mr.  Arnold  married  Caro- 
line Wiggins,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Caroline 
(Cook)  Wiggins,  and  nine  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  Amelia  (deceased).  Philip  (de- 
ceased), Louise  (deceased),  William  Augustus, 
Henry,  Edward  (deceased),  George  (deceased), 
Charles,  and  Jacob  (deceased).  William  Au- 
gustus and  Charles  are  in  the  tobacco  business 
with  their  father. 


Hon.  WILLIAM  HENRY  GLOVER  is  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  Newtown,  and 
has  been  chosen  by  his  fellow-townsmen  to  many 
positions  of  public  trust,  which  he  has  filled  with 
marked  ability  and  faithfulness.  He  is  a native 
of  the  town,  having  been  born  at  the  old  family 
homestead  near  Newtown,  on  January  15,  1840, 
and  he  is  a member  of  an  old  Colonial  family, 
being  a direct  descendant  of  Henry  Glover,  of 
England,  who  landed  in  Boston  in  1636,  and  be- 


came an  early  settler  at  New  Haven.  The  family 
name  has  always  been  associated  with  good 
citizenship,  and  Capt.  Solomon  Glover,  our  sub- 
ject’s great-grandfather,  was  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  Newtown  in  his  day,  wielding  much  in- 
fluence in  local  affairs  and  in  religious  work;  he 
built  the  old  town  hall  for  use  as  a church  for  the 
Universalist  Society. 

Norman  Booth  Glover,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  January  22,  1807,  in  Hanover  Dis- 
trict, of  the  town  of  Newtown,  and  became  a 
prosperous  agriculturist  of  that  locality,  owning 
a farm  of  more  than  two  hundred  acres.  He 
possessed  the  industry  and  thrift  characteristic 
of  the  family,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  the  town,  but  he  never  gave 
much  attention  to  public  affairs,  the  only  office 
he  held  being  that  of  member  of  the  board  of 
relief;  he  also  served  as  grand  juror.  In  his 
early  years  he  was  a Whig,  but  after  the  passage 
of  the  Maine  law  he  became  a Democrat.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian,  and  for 
many  years  he  was  an  active  worker  in  the 
Church.  In  1833,  he  married,  for  his  first  wife. 
Esther  M.  Hawley,  who  died  in  1842,  and  he 
afterward  formed  a second  matrimonial  union, 
with  Amelia  Gilbert.  His  death  occurred  in 
1 889.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  four  children: 
Booth  Fayette,  born  April  1,  1834,  is  a success- 
ful commission  merchant  in  New  Orleans;  Ed- 
ward Leroy,  born  in  June,  1836,  was  a hatter 
by  occupation,  and  died  in  Danbury  some  years 
ago;  Miss  Mary  Sophia,  born  November  10, 
1838,  died  in  New  Orleans  in  1865,  and  William 
Henry,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low. By  the  second  marriage  there  was  one 
daughter,  Julia  Frances,  born  in  1850,  who  mar- 
ried Henry  L.  Beers  and  died  in  1880. 

William  H.  Glover  acquired  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  near  his  old  home  and  in  the 
Newtown  Academy,  under  the  instruction  of 
Professors  French,  Frost  and  Goodhue,  and  as 
he  has  always  been  a reader  of  current  literature 
he  has  kept  well  informed  upon  the  questions  of 
the  time.  When  about  sixteen  years  old  he  left 
school,  and  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  he  remained  at  home.  In  1864  he  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  G.  Bartram,  of  New  Milford 
Litchfield  county,  and  soon  engaged  in  farming 
on  his  own  account  in  his  native  district,  pur- 
chasing a farm  from  his  uncle,  Granville  S.  Glo- 
ver. Two  years  later  he  bought  a half-interest 
in  his  father’s  farm,  which  consisted  of  more 
than  two  hundred  acres  of  choice  land;  but  after 
residing  there  four  years  he  sold  his  interest  to 
his  wife’s  father  and  removed  to  the  village  0 
Newtown.  While  there  he  followed  various call- 
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mgs,  and  for  some  time  held  the  office  of  town 
coileclor  but  in  1872  he  purchased  a farm  south 
of  Sandy  fioolc  and  engaged  in  raising  tobacco,  in 
which  he  was  very  successful,  his  crops  being 
valued  sometimes  at  three  or  four  hundred  dol- 
lars a year.  He  spent  about  eight  years  in  this 
occupation,  and  then  sold  the  property,  moving 
back  to  Newtown,  where  he  has  since  resided 
From  an  early  age  Mr.  Glover  has  been  in- 
terested in  politics,  and  for  year  she  has  been  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  chief  workers  in  the  local 
Democratic  organization.  In  the  spring  of  1871 
be  was  chosen  to  represent  his  town  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  so  well  did  he  discharge  his 
uties  that  in  1882  he  was  again  elected  to  that 
position  From  1876  to  1879  he  held  the  post 

W Pay  Shfr!.ff  Under  aPP°intment  from  Aaron 
anford,  and  he  was  later  appointed  by  Sheriff 

18^0  ho?d?88thand«;SheriffClarks0n  in  1886  and 
1889,  holding  the  office  in  all  for  fourteen  years. 

n the  faj1  f he  was  e]ected 

a position  to  which  he  has  been  annually  re- 

a TrelnT  tWFVeyearS'  and  he  is  serving  as  such 
man  of  th.' t °r  many  years  he  has  been  chair- 
man of  the  town  committee  of  his  party.  In  1880 

*»■ 

it  would  °f  Br'dgeport,  and  in  fact 

of  Dublirl  ‘^.numerate  all  the  lines 

ive  Dart 'C  a ? ,nwh,ch  he  has  taken  an  act- 
the  welfare  nf  .she  ectman  he  has  done  much  for 
ment  of  the  h ‘k®  con?munity>  and  the  improve- 
ial  care  w^th  htT^  °bjeCt  °feSPec- 

inem°CainilyKMr-'  G'over  and  his  family  are  prem- 
ier “ lden,tified  ^ith  the  Masonic  or- 

&A  M °f  Hiram  Lodge  No.  18,  F. 

member,’  he  w“  tot^d  8 Church 

Church  and  -b  p zed  ,n  Trinity  Episcopal 

work  Hio  18  empathy  with  all  religious 

now  a succeS  1°"'  Char'eS  B‘  G]over-  wh°  » 
stead  martei  Jarmw  8t  the  °ld  G]over  home- 

<»- Wf5i“ma,5.  EJrBi'-oe-  *»<  - 


Jf^lmtown  oPn’  apell_known  agriculturist  of 
4 name  t"°  ^,eW  Fa"field-  is  ‘he  third  of  the 

county  f°  ow  that  occupation  in  this 

horn  in  the^orth'^  oursuhject’s  grandfather,  was 
ing  to  the  UnitedrQ*Part  ?f  lre,and.  and  on  com- 

the  townf  New  KSataleL10C\ted  in  what  is  now 

Arming.  At  k a,rfie  d’  where  he  engaged  in 
war  he  enlisted  in  b?gl"nin&.  the  Revolutionary 
throughout  the  1 be  American  army,  and  served 
wife,  HanLh  ^°ng  S‘r“ggle  that  followed-  His 
( ongo),  lived  to  the  advanced  age 


of  one  hundred  and  three  years.  They  had  seven 
children  among  whom  were  John,  who  is  men- 
tioned  below;  Francis,  who  married  Hannah 
Wanzer;  Marcus;  Joel,  who  married  a Miss  Wan- 
zer;  and  Andrew,  who  married  Huldah  Whittock. 

John  Durgy  (2).  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
m town  of  New  Fairfield,  and  received  a 
common-school  education  there.  At  an  early 
age  he  began  farming,  and  this  business  was 
continued  successfully  during  his  life.  Although 
he  was  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  he  neither 
sought  nor  held  office.  In  religious  work  he  took 
an  active  part  as  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  he  <vas  quite  prominent  in  the  local 
organization.  His  first  wife,  Miss  Abbie  Osborn, 
died  leaving  several  children,  and  he  afterward 
married  Miss  Maria  Monroe,  daughter  of  Eben 
Monroe,  a farmer  of  near  Roxbury,  Conn.  By  the 
second  marriage  there  were  six  children:  Levi  and 
Eben,  who  both  died  in  infancy;  Chauncy,  who 
married  Georgianna  Wooster;  John,  our  subject; 
Alonzo,  who  married  Sylvia  Stevens;  and  Seth,’ 
who  married  Georgianna  Wooster. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  1840  in  the  town  of 
New  Fairfield,  where  he  attended  the  common 
schools  for  some  years  of  his  boyhood,  and  from 
an  early  age  he  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
m that  locality.  He  married  Miss  Clarinda 
Wildman,  by  whom  he  has  had  ten  children, 
three  of  whom  died  in  childhood,  the  others  be- 
ing Irene,  Edrick,  Hattie,  Nora.  Alpheus,  Cora 
and  Carrie.  Of  these,  Cora  married  Charles 
Treadwell,  and  has  a son,  Harvey  B. ; Carrie 
married  Elmer  Pearce,  and  has  a daughter, 
Annie  C. ; and  Alpheus  married  Lucy  Mosher, 
and  has  a daughter,  Irene  M. 


Frederick  f.  eckart  (or  ehrsamj, 

a member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  EGkart 
Brothers,  of  Bridgeport,  manufacturers  of  lager 
beer,  is  a man  of  energy  and  enterprise,  and  has 
made  his  way  to  financial  success  in  spite  of, the 
discouragements  attending  straightened  means  in 
youth. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  20,  1843,  in 
Sachsen-Weimar,  Germany,  and  his  parents, 
Valentine  and  Henrietta  (Koehler)  Ehrsam,  were 
also  natives  of  that  Province.  The  father,  who 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  when  our  sub- 
ject was  an  infant,  and  the  mother  afterward 
married  Christian  Eckart,  a farmer  of  the  same 
locality.  Frederick  F.  was  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  six  children  of  the  first  marriage,  the 
others  being  as  follows:  Christina  married  Henry 
Stoehr,  of  New  York  City;  Henrietta  married 
Otto  Rife,  and  still  resides  in  Germany;  Eliza- 
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beth  married  Frank  Daisenberger,  of  New  York 
City;  Herman,  who  did  not  marry,  died  in  this 
country;  and  William  is  a civil  engineer  in  New 
York  City. 

In  1854  our  subject  came  to  America  with  his 
stepfather,  locating  first  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.  In 
1857  they  removed  to  Bridgeport,  where  Mr. 
Eckart  was  engaged  in  gardening  for  some  time. 
Our  subject  worked  for  several  years  at  various 
callings  as  opportunity  offered,  and  from  1863  to 
1880  he  was  a clerk  in  a wholesale  grocery  store 
on  Water  street,  Bridgeport.  In  the  meantime 
he  formed  a partnership  with  his  half-brother, 
George  F.  Eckart,  and  in  1874  they  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  lager  beer  in  a small  way 
under  the  firm  name  of  Eckart  Brothers.  The 
business  prospered  from  the  start,  and  since  1880 
our  subject  has  devoted  his  attention  exclusively 
to  its  management.  In  1890  his  brother  died, 
leaving  a widow  and  children,  who  have  inherited 
his  interest.  [Since  the  above  was  put  in  type, 
Mr.  F.  Ehrsam  writes  that  he  has  sold  his  in- 
terest in  the  business. — Editor.] 

Our  subject  is  popular  socially,  and  is  identi- 
fied with  several  organizations,  including  the 
German  Singing  Society  and  the  Turn  Verein. 
Politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Democrats,  but 
he  is  not  blindly  subservient  to  party  leadership. 
He  is  unmarried. 


B SMITH  GAGE,  who  conducts  the  largest 

\ general  store  in  Ridgefield,  is  a native  of 

that  town,  born  December  6,  1844.  The  two  or 
three  preceding  generations  of  the  Gage  family 
lived  in  New  York  State,  Selah  Gage,  grand- 
father of  Smith,  having  been  born  in  the  town  of 
Southeast,  Putnam  Co.,  New  York. 

Grandfather  Selah  Gage,  better  known  as 
“Captain”  Gage,  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  was  in  his  day  a man  of  considerable  local 
prominence.  He  was  a member  of  the  New 
York  State  militia,  holding  the  rank  of  captain. 
He  married  Ester  Lockwood,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  viz. : Thomas,  who 
went  to  Spring  Prairie,  Wis. ; Levi,  who  removed 
to  the  western  part  of  New  York  State;  Abigail, 
who  married  Jarvis  Foster,  of  Southeast;  Eve- 
lyn, who  married  Benedict  Sherman,  of  the  town 
of  New  Fairfield;  Lydia,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Palmer,  of  Dungle  Ridge;  Matilda, 
who  married  Josiah  Smith;  and  Selah,  the  father 
of  our  subject. 

Selah  Gage,  the  youngest  of  the  above-men- 
tioned family,  was  born,  in  1819.  in  the  town  of 
Southeast.  He  was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  carried  ! 
on  the  business  at  one  time  at  Lake  Mahopac,  and  i 


worked  for  Stephen  Monk.  In  1839  he  married 
Loraney  Smith,  daughter  of  David  Smith,  a 
farmer  of  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  and  in  1852  re- 
moved from  New  York  and  took  up  his  per- 
manent abode  here.  They  had  two  children — 
D.  Smith,  and  Henry  C.,  who  is  a clerk  with  the 
Hull  & Hoyt  Company.  During  the  early  part 
of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  Selah  Gage  enlisted 
at  Ridgefield  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
joining  Company  G,  23d  Conn.  V.  I.,  with  which 
he  went  to  the  front.  He  lived  but  a short 
time  after  entering  the  army,  dying  of  sick- 
ness in  Florida. in  1862.  He  was  a man  much 
respected  in  his  community,  and  was  possessed 
of  considerable  natural  ability.  His  widow  still 
makes  her  home  in  Ridgefield. 

D.  Smith  Gage  had  no  lack  of  good  educa- 
tional facilities  in  his  youth.  He  began  his  school 
life  in  the  common  schools  of  Ridgefield,  and 
completed  it  in  the  Select  School  conducted  by 
Rev.  D.  H.  Short,  leaving  his  studies  when  about 
sixteen  years  of  age.  The  following  year,  in  De- 
cember, 1 861 , he  engaged  as  clerk  with  Lewis  H. 
Bailey  at  the  “Old  Hundred”  store,  and  con- 
tinued with  him  in  that  capacity  until  January, 
1868,  when  he  was  admitted  as  partner  by  Mr. 
Bailey  with  a half-interest  in  the  business.  This 
relationship  continued  until  November,  1880, 
when  Mr.  Bailey  retired,  Mr.  Gage  buying  his 
interest  in  the  store.  The  business  was  conducted 
at  the  old  stand  until  in  April,  1884,  it  was  re- 
moved to  the  new  store  building,  which  was- 

erected  in  1882-83,  aud  here  it  continued  to  grow 

and  flourish  until  December  8,  1895,  when  the 
entire  building  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Mr.  Gage, 
however,  lost  no  time  in  re-establishing  the  busi- 
ness, and  it  still  continues  to  be  what  it  always- 
has  been,  the  principle  general  store  of  the  town. 
It  was  established  in  1785  by  Gen.  Joshua  King, 
and  until  the  fire  above  spoken  of  went  on  with- 
out the  interruption  of  a single  day.  William- 
Hawley',  son-in-law  of  the  General,  succeeded 
him,  and  he  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  Lewis  H. 
Bailey,  Mr.  Gage’s  predecessor. 

Mr.  Gage  has  attained  more  than  the  ordinary 
measure  of  success  in  life,  and  by  close  applies- 
tion  to  business  and  a steady  adherence  to  sound 
principles  of  honesty  and  integrity  has  placed 
himself  in  the  ranks  of  the  prosperous  merchants 
in  this  county.  He  began  work  as  a humble  clerk, 
receiving  forty  dollars  a year  and  his  board,  and 
the  comfortable  circumstances  which  he  now  en- 
joys are  the  reward  of  years  of  patient  and  per- 
severing industry  in  his  earlier  manhood;  fre’j1 

December,  1861  until  1876,  he  never  had  a day  s 
vacation.  He  has  been  equally  successful 
other  business  enterprises,  has;made  several  go 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


469 


investments,  and  as  a result  has  some  good  real- 
estate  holdings,  etc.  He  has  also  been  promi- 
nently connected  with  the  Ridgefield  Savings 
Bank,  of  which  he  was  treasurer  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Gage  was  married  in  November,  1879,  to 
Miss  Clara  Hoyt,  daughter  of  Stephen  Hoyt,  of 
Wilton,  and  one  daughter  was  born  to  them, 
Nellie  F„  who  lives  at  home.  Mrs.  Gage  passed 
away  in  April,  1883.  Our  subject  is  a public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  has  always  taken  a keen  in- 
terest in  the  progress  and  welfare  of  his  com- 
munity. He  has  not  been  particularly  active  in 
politics,  and  is  no  office-seeker,  but  he  was 
■elected  assessor  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and 
served  for  three  years  in  that  position.  Socially 
ne  is  a member  of  Jerusalem  Lodge  No.  49,  F. 
« A M.,  Ridgefield,  of  which  he  is  pastmaster. 

1 he  family  are  Methodists  in  religious  connection. 


NDREW  BELL  FANCHER.  Success  in 
rTr  "e  should  be  judged  by  relative,  not  abso- 
: andard*.  for  l^e  man  wh°  starts  without 
mnla/r0^er  extraneous  advantages  is  much 
more  deserving  0f  credit  for  attaining  a place 

2 !eS  S'antial  business  men  °f  his  com- 
him  bv  S °neuh°Se  Pafhway  is  smoothed  for 
bovhonH  K6rS;  .HavinK  ma<Je  his  own  way  from 
in  school  bf?,nm“.e,  when  most  youths  are  still 
ville  mni'  ;h'f,  well/known  merchant  of  Hawley- 
and  the  fnj|USt  ^ pnde  m his  achievements, 
bnef  review  of  his  history  may 
encourage  others  to  similar  efforts. 

BlackRocrCFaefrfiWw  b0rD  April  .3°’  l849.  at 
opportuniti  ’ rfie,d  county,  and  his  educational 

ohhaUoraHt  Wer?bmited  t0  ‘he  district  schools 
he  beean  to  7 When  about  thirteen  years  old 
the  sloon  ..wn  \ llvelihood  as  a deck  hand  on 

Sound  and  Sai,ing  in  Long 

ent  schonn  ater,  he  served  as  steward  on  differ- 
•‘Henr^P  the  "Ge°W’  and  - Edgar,”  the 
spending  abouM*’  and  the  "Champion.”  After 
came  wfarv  M °Ur,years,!n  th>s  calling,  he  be- 
turn  to  la  mi  a seafaring  life  and  decided  to  re- 

Emma0  Pauhne  * Fancher  ™rried 

ley,  ,hen  bf  x,Bradley'  daughter  of  John  Brad- 

Weston  thil  CWburg'  N'  Y-  b“t  formerly  of 
Niles  Mich  c,ounty’  and  he  soon  after  went  to 
r^ained  ah;n;°Catlng  Up0n  a farm  wh«e  he 

‘heviStv  nf  ra  He  then  removed  to 
two  years  in  ■ ra,nd  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  spent 
returning  to  WOrk' in  January,  1871, 

much  broken  h’S  ,nat,ve.  county  with  his  health 
t°  engage  °r  SIX  .months  he  was  unable 

he  followed  ,y  occupat'on-  On  his  recovery 
‘he  next  fourvpa  'Dg  °T  °ne  seas°n,  and  spent 
y rs  as  a steward  on  the  schooner 


“Ella  Jane,”  in  Long  Island  Sound.  He  then 
secured  a position  in  a restaurant  at  Bridgeport, 
this  county,  taking  charge  of  the  culinary  de- 
partment, and  after  two  years  there  became  a 
clerk  in  a fish  and  produce  market  in  the  same 
place,  continuing  thus  for  one  vear.  Later  he 
was  employed  in  the  shop  of  Bellknap  Bros.,  at 
Bridgeport,  for  about  a year  and  a half,  but  ill 
health  compelled  him  to  give  up  that  work  for  an 
outdoor  life,  and  in  1880  he  removed  to  Hawley- 
ville  to  take  charge  of  the  farm  of  Asa  N.  Haw- 
ley on  a salary,  remaining  there  eight  years.  In 
1888  he  removed  to  a farm  on  Botsford  Hill,  and 
a year  later  returned  to  Hawleyville,  where  he 
soon  afterward  entered  H.  S.  Blackman’s  gen- 
eral store  as  a clerk.  In  October,  1891,  he  pur- 
chased the  business,  which  he  has  ever  since  suc- 
cessfully conducted,  enjoying  an  excellent  trade. 
In  addition  to  the  management  of  his  store  he 
has  held  the  office  of  postmaster  for  several 
years,  having  been  appointed  under  President 
Harrison’s  administration  and  continued  by  Pres- 
ident Cleveland.  Politically,  he  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and,  while  he  is  not  especially  active 
in  party  affairs,  he  takes  much  interest  in  all  that 
concerns  the  public  welfare. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Fancher  is  identified  with 
the  Order  of  United  Friends,  Charter  Oak  Lodge, 
of  Bridgeport,  also  with  the  Golden  Rule  Alli- 
ance, of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  he  is  a leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Newtown, 
having  been  a member  of  the  Church  committee 
for  two  years,  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  the  same  length  of  time.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fancher  have  three  children:  Frances  Car- 
oline, wife  of  Moses  Oakley  Gregory,  of  Bridge- 
port; Henry  Wilson,  who  is  in  business  with  his 
father,  and  William  Sherman.  The  Fancher 
family  has  been  represented  in  this  section  many 
years,  and  our  subject’s  grandfather  Fancher  was 
at  one  time  a resident  of  New  Canaan,  where 
Henry  Wilson  Fancher,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  1806. 


ATHANIEL  BURTON  ROGERS.  Dan- 
bury has  been  so  closely  identified  with  the 
hat  industry  in  the  past  that,  as  a rule,  other 
lines  of  trade  have  found  difficulty  in  gaining  a 
foothold,  and  it  remained  for  the  Rogers  Silver 
Plating  Company,  under  the  energetic  and  judi- 
cious management  of  its  present  head,  N.  Burton 
Rogers,  to  • • break  the  record  ” and  establish  a 
permanent  and  profitable  business.  Prophecies 
of  failure  were  plentiful  when  in  1886  the  firm 
began  operations  in  Danbury  with  but  one  ex- 
perienced workman,  “green  hands  "being  em- 
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ployed  to  complete  the  force;  yet  from  the  first 
success  crowned  the  enterprise.  The  subject  of 
this  biography  is  the  only  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  firm  to  continue  throughout  this 
interval,  but  he  modestly  attributes  the  marvel- 
ous growth  of  the  business  to  the  loyal  support  of 
the  citizens  of  the  town  rather  than  to  his  own 
pluck  and  ability. 

Mr.  Rogers  was  born  July  6,  1848,  at  Say- 
brook,  Conn.,  a son  of  Harvey  and  Elizabeth 
(Tryon)  Rogers,  and  in  both  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal lines  is  of  honorable  ancestry,  his  father 
being  a descendant  of  John  Rogers,  who  was 
burned  at  the  stake  for  his  religious  convictions 
during  the  reign  of  “Bloody  Mary,”  while  the 
Tryon  family  is  traced  through  many  generations 
in  Flanders.  Harvey  Rogers  was  a native  of 
Essex  county.  Conn.,  born  in  1806,  and  for 
many  years  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at 
Meriden,  in  this  State.  He  died  in  1882,  and 
his  wife,  who  was  born  in  1812,  survived  him 
seven  years.  They  had  nine  children,  our  sub- 
ject being  the  youngest.  The  others  were:  George 
Washington,  who  died  in  1880,  served  as  post- 
master at  Meriden  under  appointment  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  and  later  was  assistant  doorkeeper 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Washington 
when  General  Banks  was  speaker;  Harvey  still 
resides  in  Meriden;  Virginia  died  in  childhood; 
Watson  was  lost  at  sea  in  1857  while  returning 
from  Europe;  Cephas  Brainard  comes  next;  Gil- 
bert and  Wilbert  F.  constitute  the  firm  of  C. 
Rogers  & Brothers,  the  well-known  silver  plate 
manufacturers  at  Meriden;  and  Isabella  Virginia 
married  a Mr.  Young,  of  Meriden,  and  has  one 
son,  Harvey. 

Mr.  Rogers,  our  subject,  began  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  was 
in  the  high  school  when,  a lad  of  fifteen,  he  gave 
up  his  books  to  enlist  as  a drummer  boy  in  Com- 
pany C,  7th  Conn.  Vol.  Inf.,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Governor  Hawley,  now  United  States 
Senator  from  Connecticut.  He  joined  his  regi- 
ment at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  and  then  went  to 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  from  that  time  until  the 
end  of  the  war  he  was  in  active  service,  partici- 
pating in  some  important  engagements,  including 
the  battles  of  Chester  Station  on  the  Richmond 
and  Petersburg  turnpike;  Drury’s  Bluff,  where 
General  Butler  was  in  command;  Bermuda 
Hundred;  and  Strawberry  Plain;  while  he  also 
spent  three  months  before  Petersburg  during  the 
memorable  siege.  He  was  a member  of  the 
force  that  captured  Fort  Fisher  and  the  city  of 
Wilmington,  and  there  the  regiment  was  assigned 
to  duty  as  provost  guard  until  the  war  ended. 
Mr.  Rogers  fortunately  received  no  wounds,  and 


on  being  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  New 
Haven  he  resumed  his  studies,  taking  a two-years’ 
course  at  Russell’s  Military  School,  New  Haven. 
He  then  took  a situation  with  C.  Rogers  & 
Brothers  of  Meriden  as  a traveling  salesman  in 
the  Western  and  Middle  States,  but  in  1870  he 
went  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  engage  in  the  pro- 
vision business  as  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Rogers  & Karcher.  Failing  health  caused  Mr. 
Rogers  to  retire  from  business  in  1877,  and  sell- 
ing his  interest  to  Mr.  Karcher  he  took  a trip  to 
Europe,  finally  locating  at  London,  as  European 
agent  for  C.  Rogers  & Brothers.  After  an  ab- 
sence of  six  months  he  returned,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Elizabeth  Beach,  daughter  of  Orrin 
M.  Beach,  of  No.  508  Bedford  avenue,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  who  is  treasurer  of  the  Higgins  Car- 
pet Company,  on  White  street,  New  York.  Her 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jeanette  John- 
son, was  a daughter  of  William  Johnson,  for- 
merly a partner  of  Thurlow  Weed  in  the  pub- 
lishing of  a newspaper  at  Albany,  New  York. 

Mr.  Rogers  and  his  bride  made  their  home 
in  London  until  1882,  when  he  located  in  Brook- 
lyn, joining  the  Stock  Exchange,  and  for  three 
years  he  was  engaged  in  a brokerage  business. 
In  1885  he  helped  to  organize  the  Rogers  Silver 
Plate  Company,  and  in  December,  1886,  he 
moved  to  Danbury  to  establish  a plant,  the  firm 
then  consisting  of  Dwight  E.  Rogers,  president; 
F.  A.  Hall,  treasurer;  and  N.  B.  Rogers,  secre- 
tary. The  business  was  located  for  a time  in 
what  is  now  the  Tweedy  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany’s plant  on  River  street,  but  the  buildings 
having  been  destroyed  by  fire  the  firm  purchased 
the  present  property  on  Round  street,  and  reor- 
ganized by  the  election  of  N.  B.  Rogers,  presi- 
dent; C.  A.  Mallory,  treasurer;  and  Charles 
Ryder,  secretary.  At  present  it  consists  of  N. 
B.  Rogers,  president;  G.  Mortimer  Rundle, 
treasurer;  and  George  H.  Eastman,  secretary. 
The  business  was  originally  started  on  a capital 

of  $10,000,  but  now  represents  an  investment  of 

$1 50,000,  the  volume  of  its  trade  being  second  to 
that  of  no  other  firm  in  the  city.  From  I5?t0 
220  hands  are  employed,  and  the  factory  is  a 
three-story  building,  thirty  feet  wide  and  more 
than  six  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length. 

Mr.  Rogers  has  lately  made  extensive  im* 
provements  and  additions  to  his  handsome  resi- 
dence at  No.  37  Fairview  avenue,  which  is  one 
of  the  largest  in  the  city.  The  dining-room  is 
30X  18,  and  another  room  of  the  same  size  is  de- 
voted to  the  children’s  games.  The  home  is  a 
center  of  hospitality,  and  Mr.  Rogers  and  his 
wife  are  prominent  in  the  social  life  of  the  local- 
ity. They  are  members  of  the  First  Congrega- 
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tional  Church  of  Danbury,  in  which  he  has  held 
various  minor  offices.  Of  their  nine  children, 
two — Annie  Pomeroy  and  Cephas  P. — were  born 
in  London;  Sarah  Cornelia  was  born  in  Garden 
City,  Long  Island,  where  they  resided  two  years; 
Mary  Hoffman,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  was 
also  born  in  Garden  City;  and  Jeanette  Beach, 
Dorothy  Millard,  Elizabeth  Beach,  and  Margaret 
Clarke  and  Nathalie  Burton  (twins,  born  in 
1896),  are  all  natives  of  Danbury. 

As  might  be  inferred  from  his  war  record  Mr. 
Rogers  takes  an  ardent  interest  in  the  G.  A.  R., 
and  for  two  years  was  commander  of  James  E. 
Moore  Post  No.  18,  at  Danbury.  He  is  also 
active  in  political  work  as  a supporter  of  the 
Republican  party;  has  been  chairman  of  the  city 
committee,  and  for  five  years  has  been  at  the 
head  of  the  committee  of  the  Second  ward.  In 
1896  he  was  elected  alderman  of  that  ward,  and 
has  since  been  elected  chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican town  committee.  As  a councilman  he  is 
chairman  of  the  finance  committee,  of  the  police, 
the  gas,  and  electric  light  committees.  In  1896 
he  was  chairman  of  the  delegation  from  his  dis- 
trict to  the  Republican  State  Convention  held 
September  1 at  Hartford. 


George  w.  Godfrey,  the  worid-re- 

nowned  trainer  of  horses  and  breaker  of 
colts,  and  at  the  present  time  serving  as  select- 
man of  the  town  of  Wilton,  is  a native  of  Fair- 
neld  county,  born  July  16,  1852,  in  the  town  of 
Wilton. 


Mr.  Godfrey  received  his  earlier  education  at 
the  schools  of  his  native  place,  whence  when  he 
was  twelve  years  old,  having  lost  bis  father  by 
eath,  he  moved  to  Lee,  Mass.,  in  the  common 
schools  of  which  city  he  continued  his  studies, 
t the  age  of  twelve  years  he  commenced  the 
usiness  of  horse  training  and  colt  breaking  in 
ee,  under  the  superintendence  of  his  uncle,  with 
w om  he  remained  some  ten  years,  at  the  end  of 
a time  returning  to  Connecticut  and  settling 
m Georgetown,  Fairfield  county.  Here  he  com- 
menced for  himself  in  the  same  line,  making  a 
penalty  of  training  and  breaking  high-bred  and 
0 mg  stock.  Among  the  many  prominent 
lli?*1  j cand  noted  horsemen  throughout  the 
m * k ^tates  ^or  wh°m  he  has  trained  horses 
e Mentioned  David  Bonner;  and  some  of 
w m?st  famous  horses  of  the  American  turf 
of  180^  »n»,and  tra'nec*  by  him.  In  the  winter 
his  rh  ^ad  aome  nineteen  horses  under 

monti,ar®e  anc*  training,  during  the  summer 
Stahl*5  a,.m,uch  larger  number  occupying  his 
tables,  which  are  located  at  Branchville 


A Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Godfrey  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  party,  has 
served  as  constable  four  or  five  years,  and  has 
been,  and  is  now,  selectman  of  the  town  of 
Wilton.  Socially  he  is  affiliated  with  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  Pilgrim  Lodge  No.  46,  Ridgefield,  and 
no  man  is  more  popular  or  public-spirited  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lives.  On  July  1,  1874, 
Mr.  Godfrey  married  Miss  Anna  B.  Meeker,  who 
was  born  August  9,  1858,  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Catherine  (Bennett)  Meeker,  and  they  have 
had  one  child,  Charles  Mallory,  bom  January  13, 
1876,  in  the  town  of  Wilton.  He  was  educated 
chiefly  in  Bridgeport,  Conn. , studied  bookkeeping 
in  that  city,  and  is  now  foreman  in  a dye  works 
at  Stamford,  Conn.  In  1894  he  married  Miss 
Ida  Williams,  daughter  of  John  Williams,  of 
Branchville,  Connecticut. 

Jeremiah  Godfrey,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston,  Conn.,  and 
followed  the  trade  of  shoemaker  all  his  life.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  a strong  Methodist.  Of 
the  children  born  to  him  and  his  wife,  Hannah 
(Patchin),  George  M.  Godfrey,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  a native  of  the  town  of  Weston, 
Conn.  He  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  but 
after  a time  abandoned  it  and  took  up  school 
teaching,  which  profession  he  followed  the  rest 
of  his  days.  In  1 861  he  enlisted  for  nine  months' 
service  in  Company  E,  Twenty-third  Conn.  V. 
I. , but  at  La  Fourche  Crossing.  La. , he  was  taken 
sick  and  died.  By  his  wife, Mary  J.,  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  (Judd)  Mallory,  he  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  (1)  William  F.,  born  in  the  town 
of  Wilton,  is  a hatter  by  trade;  for  five  years  he 
was  a member  of  the  State  militia.  He  married 
Jennie  Baldwin,  and  has  one  child  Marguireta 
Godfrey.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  (2)  Mary  E.  married 
Edgar  Davis,  a sawyer  of  Bethel,  Conn.,  and 
they  have  children:  Minnie,  married  to  Lewis 
Lyon;  and  Nellie,  unmarried.  (3)  Eva  wedded 
Fred  Taylor;  they  have  no  children.  (4)  Effa 
married  Stephen  Gregory,  a boss  carpenter  of 
Stamford,  Conn.,  and  now  connected  with  the 
Stamford  Manufacturing  Company's  mills  in  that 
city.  They  have  two  children — Harry  and 
Frank.  (5)  George  W.  is  our  subject. 


€\EORGE  WOOSTER  PULLING,  a pros- 
? perous  dairyman  and  agriculturist  of  Middle 
River  District,  in  the  town  of  Danbury,  was  born 
June  9,  1854,  on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns 
and  occupies.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of 
French  descent. 

We  first  hear  of  the  Pullings  in  Boston,  where 
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Abram  Pulling,  of  that  city,  married  Mary  (Elgin) 
Ward,  widow,  in  September,  1703.  She  died  in 
1715.  aged  forty -eight  years,  and  he  subsequently 
went  to  Stratford,  where,  on  March  8,  1722-23, 
he  wedded  Elizabeth  (Beardslee)  Pulford,  widow. 
Tradition  says  that  this  Abram  Pulling  lived  to 
be  one  hundred  years  old.  He  was  buried  in 
Ridgefield,  Ridgebury  parish.  There  is  record 
of  an  Abram  Pulling,  born  in  Boston  December 
9,  1705,  who  was  probably  a son  of  the  first 
Abram,  and  came  with  his  father  to  Stratford. 
On  November  10,  1743,  he  married  Abigail 
Beers,  of  Fairfield,  and  they  had  children:  Mary, 
Augustus,  William,  Abel  (who  died  early),  Abi- 
gail, Abraham  and  Abel,  all  born  in  Fairfield; 
and  Sarah  and  Beers,  born  afterward  in  Ridge- 
field. The  father  died  August  4,  1787,  in  Ridge- 
field. Of  this  family  Abraham,  the  ancestor  of 
our  subject,  was  born  August  14,  1758.  He 
married  (first),  April  7.  1778,  Susannah  Wood, 
and  they  had  three  children,  born  as  follows: 
David  (grandfather  of  our  subject),  August  26, 
1779;  Elias,  September  2,  1781;  and  Susannah, 
March  28,  1786.  On  October  12,  1787,  Abra- 
ham Pulling  married  (second)  Esther  Seeley 
Hyatt,  and  they  had  two  children,  Josiah  and 
Abel.  By  his  third  union,  with  Mercy  Stevens 
Barnum.  were  born  Samuel,  Abraham,  Mary 
and  Matthew. 

David  Pulling  was  a resident  of  Ridgefield. 
He  attained  the  good  old  age  of  nearly  ninety- 
one  years,  his  death  occurring  March  27,  1870, 
in  Danbury,  while  his  wife,  Sally  (Scott),  who 
was  of  Scotch  blood,  lived  to  her  eighty-second 
year,  dying  April  8,  1864;  they  were  both  buried 
in  Danbury.  They  had  four  children:  Wooster, 
who  is  now  (1897)  living  at  Bridgeport  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two;  Lucretia,  Mrs.  David  Dykeman, 
of  Ridgefield,  now  eighty  years  old;  Smith,  our 
subject's  father,  and  Hiram,  a hatter,  residing 
on  Franklin  street,  Danbury.  As  will  be  seen 
the  family  is  unusually  long-lived,  but  Smith 
Pulling,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  unfortu- 
nately an  exception.  He  was  born  August  21, 
1820,  and  never  knew  a day’s  illness  until  he 
was  forty-eight  years  old,  when  he  had  an  attack 
of  measles,  and,  quick  consumption  resulting,  he 
was  taken  away  at  a comparatively  early  age, 
his  death  occurring  July  20,  1869.  In  early 
manhood  he  had  followed  the  hatter’s  trade,  but 
his  last  years  were  spent  at  the  present  home- 
stead in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  wife, Wealthy 
Ann  (Stone)  Pulling,  was  born  July  9,  1823,  the 
daughter  of  Alanson  and  Anna  Wood  Stone,  and 
is  still  living  in  New  Fairfield,  Conn. ; she  is  now 
the  wife  of  G.  H.  Knowles,  a farmer.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  eldest  of  three  children,  and  is  now 


the  only  survivor:  Charles  H.,  born  November 
29,  1856,  died  February  17,  1858;  Mary  E.,  born 
December  3,  1861,  died  December  16,  1874. 

George  Wooster  Pulling  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  district,  and  ashegrewto 
manhood  received  training  in  farm  work  of  all 
kinds.  After  his  father’s  death  the  homestead 
came  into  his  possession,  and  he  has  since  con- 
ducted it,  while  from  1871  to  1893  he  was  also 
engaged  in  the  hatter’s  trade.  He  now  gives  his 
undivided  attention  to  the  farm,  which  contains 
about  seventy  acres.  A fine  apple  orchard  is  a 
notable  feature  of  the  place,  and  the  dairy  is  also 
a source  of  profit,  Mr.  Pulling  keeping  ten  head 
of  cattle;  he  is  also  a breeder  of  and  dealer  in 
Berkshire  and  Chester  White  swine.  Three 
horses  are  required  for  the  work  on  the  estate, 
every  part  of  which  shows  the  effects  of  careful 
management. 

On  December  20,  1876,  Mr.  Pulling  married 
Miss  Lillie  Gilbert,  of  Pawling,  Dutchess  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  the  only  child  of  Charles  H.  Gilbert  and  his 
wife  Antionette  (Hungerford),  who  was  a native 
of  Sherman,  Conn.,  and  a daughter  of  Urianand 
Julia  (Barnes)  Hungerford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pull- 
ing have  one  daughter,  MaryE.,  born  August  1 3, 
1882.  The  family  attend  the  M.  E.  Church,  and 
fraternally  Mr.  Pulling  is  an  active  member  of 
Samaritan  Lodge  No.  7,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Dan- 
bury. While  his  preference  is  for  a quiet  life, 
free  from  political  struggles,  he  takes  much  in- 
terest as  a citizen  in  all  the  movements  of  the 
time,  and  in  sentiment  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican. 


EDWARD  F.  DAVIS,  a successful  hat  manu- 

facturer  of  Danbury,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 

was  born  December  22,  1858,  in  Putnam  county, 
N.  Y. , where  his  ancestors  settled  at  an  early 
date,  and  there  Travis  Davis,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  born  and  always  resided.  He  mar- 
ried and  had  seven  children. 

Oliver  Davis,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
and  reared  at  the  old  home,  and  learned  the 
shoemaker’s  trade,  which  he  followed  success- 
fully, being  considered  a fine  workman.  He  was 
an  intelligent  man,  and  paid  close  attention  to 
the  issues  of  his  time,  supporting  first  the  Whig 
and  then  the  Republican  parties.  He  enlisted  in 
the  Union  army,  fought  gallantly,  and  during  his 
service  he  received  a gunshot  wound  in  the  jaw. 
His  death  occurred  in  1891.  Oliver  Davis  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Roscoe,  who  survives  him.  Her 
family  was  of  Holland  descent,  and  her  father 
was  a farmer  in  Putnam  county;  her  mother, 
Phoebe  Roscoe,  attained  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-six  years.  Oliver  and  Elizabeth  (Roscoe) 
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Davis  had  three  children,  viz.:  Nora  H.  died 

at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  Edward  F.  is 
the  second  in  order  of  birth;  Anna  I.  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years. 

The  first  ten  years  of  our  subject’s  life  were 
-spent  in  Putnam  county.  N.  Y.,  where  he  at- 
tended the  district  schools.  In  1869  he  went  to 
Danbury.  When  about  fifteen  years  old  he  be- 
.gan  to  learn  the  hatter's  trade,  and  he  remained 
•with  the  Beckerle  Hat  Company  until  about 
1885,  when  he  formed  a partnership  under  the 
Arm  name  of  E.  F.  Davis  & Company,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  hats  on  his  own  ac- 
count, the  venture  proving  a success  from  the 
.start.  The  firm  now  has  a large  trade. 

On  January  25,  1880,  Mr.  Davis  for  his  first 
•wife  married  Miss  Aggie  K.  Gray,  a daughter  of 
Abel  and  Ellen  K.  Gray,  of  Danbury.  She  died 
August  4,  1885,  leaving  one  daughter,  Meta  G. , 
born  March  1.  1881.  On  December  18,  1894, 
Mr.  Davis  formed  a second  matrimonial  union, 
this  time  with  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Dodson,  a daughter 
of  James  and  Helen  Gantt,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 
Mr.  Davis  attends  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  has 
always  shown  an  interest  in  every  progressive 
movement  in  his  locality.  In  political  faith  he 
is  a Republican,  but  he  has  never  given  much 
time  to  party  work.  For  five  years  he  served  in 
•Company  G,  Fourth  Connecticut  National  Guard. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor. 

Alfred  H.  Cole,  member  of  the  firm  of  E. 
F.  Davis  & Co.,  was  born  March  16,  1850,  in 
Wiltshire,  England,  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1854,  and  settled  in  Connecticut.  He  went 
'to  school  for  some  years,  and  subsequenty 
learned  the  hatting  trade,  which  he  followed  for 
years  with  Tweedy  & White  and  Rundle  & White, 
in  1891  entering  into  partnership  with  E.  F. 
Davis.  Mr.  Cole  married  Mary  E.  Gray,  of 
Wiltshire,  England;  they  have  no  children.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cole  are  members  of  St.  James  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  which  he  has  been  vestryman  for 
sixteen  years  and  warden  for  two  years;  Mrs. 
Cole  is  a member  of  the  Women’s  Guild,  St. 
James  Church.  Their  residence,  which  Mr.  Cole 
owns,  is  in  Deer  Hill  avenue.  Mr.  Cole  is  a son 
of  Luke  and  Sophia  (Newberry)  Cole,  the  former 
of  whom,  also  a hatter,  is  now  retired.  Their 
family  consisted  of  eight  children  (seven  of  whom 
are  living),  viz.:  Isabella,  Alfred  H.,  Emelia, 

Andrew  G.,  Matilda  (deceased),  Albert  W., 
Anna  and  Fannie. 


Thomas  and  michael  farrell,  the 

well-known  contractors  of  Bridgeport,  are 
numbered  among  the  self-made  men  of  that  city, 


and  their  success  in  life  demonstrates  their  en- 
ergy, ability  and  thrift. 

The  Farrell  family  is  of  Irish  origin,  and 
Philip  Farrell,  the  father  of  our  subjects,  was 
born  in  the  county  of  Westmeath,  Ireland.  He 
was  married  there  to  Miss  Marcella  Kilduff,  a 
native  of  the  same  county,  and  for  a time  he  fol- 
lowed farming,  but  in  1851  he  came  to  America, 
locating  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  quarrying,  and  later  carried  on  a truck- 
ing business.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat, 
and  he  and  his  wife  were  both  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  to  which  their  children  also 
belong.  The  father  died  in  Bridgeport  in  1869. 
Of  their  nine  children,  all  but  one  were  born  in 
America:  Patrick  is  now  a resident  of  Bridgeport; 
Susan  married  William  Brown,  of  the  same  city; 
Thomas  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  James 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-four;  Joseph  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty -three;  Philip  resides  at  Flushing, 
Long  Island;  Andrew  is  a resident  of  Bridgeport; 
Katie  married  Joseph  Garry,  of  Bridgeport;  and 
Michael,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  mentioned 
below. 

Thomas  Farrell  was  bom  in  Bridgeport,  No- 
vember 8,  1855,  and  was  educated  at  the  old 
Washington  school  on  Golden  Hill.  When  thir- 
teen years  old  he  was  obliged  to  begin  earning  a 
livelihood,  but  he  was  not  willing  to  give  up  his 
studies  at  that  point,  and  for  two  winters  he  at- 
tended a night  school.  At  fifteen  years  of  age  he 
engaged  in  contracting  with  bis  brother  Patrick, 
and  later  he  spent  six  and  a half  years  in  the 
liquor  business  at  No.  109  Fairfield  avenue, 
Bridgeport,  after  which  he  resumed  business  as  a 
contractor  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Michael, 
and  has  since  continued  in  this  line  successfully. 
He  is  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  his  district, 
and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  municipal  affairs. 
In  1891  he  was  elected  to  the  city  council  from 
the  Fourth  ward  for  one  year,  and  in  1893  he 
was  re-elected  for  a term  of  two  years,  his  ma- 
jority each  time  being  larger  than  was  ever  given 
any  other  candidate  in  that  ward  for  the  position. 
During  his  term  as  councilman  the  first  electric 
street  railway  was  constructed  in  Bridgeport. 
Socially,  Mr.  Farrell  is  popular,  and  he  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  local  branches  of  the 
order  of  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  the  Foresters 
of  America,  of  which  he  served  for  five  years  as 
treasurer.  On  November  10,  1892,  he  married 
Miss  Sophia  Kautsman,  who  was  born  in  Bridge- 
port, the  daughter  of  John  Kautsman,  a native  of 
Germany.  Two  children,  Josephine  and  Albert, 
brighten  their  home. 

Michael  Farrell  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1869,  and  for  some  years  in  his  boy- 
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hood  attended  the  public  schools  there.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Bridgeport  Wire  Company,  but  after  one  year 
he  engaged  in  driving  team,  continuing  this  busi- 
ness about  three  years,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Thomas. 
Like  his  brother  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and 
on  April  5,  1897,  he  was  elected  to  his  present 
office  of  alderman  from  the  Sixth  District  of 
Bridgeport,  his  term  of  service  beginning  on 
April  19,  of  that  year.  On  June  15,  1894,  he 
married  Miss  Annie  Masterson,  daughter  of 
Patrick  Masterson,  of  Bridgeport. 


JOHN  McNALLY  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Stamford,  February  25,  1856,  and  is  a son 
Lawrence  and  Catherine  (Fogarty)  McNally, 
both  natives  of  Ireland.  They  were  the  parents 
of  children  as  follows:  Mary,  deceased;  John, 

our  subject;  Michael,  deceased:  Charles  Henry, 
in  the  saloon  business  in  Stamford,  Conn.;  and 
Kate  and  Maggie,  the  last  named  being  deceased, 
having  died  in  childhood. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  hard  work,  and 
with  meager  school  advantages.  In  the  year 
j 877,  without  capital  and  with  but  two  horses, 
he  embarked  in  the  livery  business,  and  has 
gradually  won  his  way  to  success.  He  now 
owns  and  conducts  one  of  the  most  extensive  and 
best  equipped  stables  in  Connecticut,  his  office 
and  place  of  business  being  situated  in  Gay  street, 
Stamford. 

Mr.  McNally’s  marriage  to  Miss  Julia  James, 
daughter  of  Aaron  and  Hattie  (Palmer)  James, 
was  celebrated  November  25,  1881,  and  to  them 
was  born  one  son,  Clarence  P. 


WILLIAM  ALLMAN,  an  enterprising  citi- 

zen  of  Bridgeport,  has  found  the  secret 

of  success  in  a close  attention  to  business,  and 
his  large  and  constantly  increasing  trade  in  gen- 
eral merchandise  demonstrates  the  practical  sa- 
gacity with  which  he  has  carried  out  his  plans. 

Mr.  Allman  was  born  September  21,  1856, 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  a son  of  Abraham  Allman,  a 
native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1848  and  settled  in  Cincinnati,  where  he 
built  up  an  extensive  business  as  a contractor, 
making  a specialty  of  stonemason's  work.  This 
worthy  citizen  died  in  1891.  His  wife,  Philipine 
(Becker),  was  also  a native  of  Germany.  They 
had  five  children:  Abraham,  deceased;  Jacob, 

a hat  salesman,  residing  in  Cincinnati;  Charles, 
deceased;  William,  our  subject;  and  Theodora, 
deceased. 


Our  subject  was  educated  in  Cincinnati,  and 
on  leaving  school  learned  the  iron  molder's  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  a number  of  years  in  the 
principal  cities  west  of  the  Alleghanies,  in  both 
the  North  and  South,  and  in  1888  he  came  to 
this  section,  locating  in  Bridgeport.  For  some 
time  he  followed  his  trade  there,  but  on  August 
24,  1894,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  liquor 
business  at  the  corner  of  Bunnell  and  Williston 
streets.  The  enterprise  met  with  success,  and 
on  April  6,  1897,  he  removed  to  his  present 
place  at  No.  412  Stratford  avenue,  where  he 
conducts  a general  country  store  with  a growing 
custom.  Politically,  Mr.  Allman  is  an  indpend- 
ent,  and  socially  he  is  identified  with  various  or- 
ganizations including  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Penquo- 
nock  Lodge  No.  4;  the  Improved  Order  Knights 
of  Pythias;  and  the  Iron  Molders  Union  of  North 
America,  in  which  he  still  pays  dues  as  an  hon- 
orary member.  In  1888  he  married  Miss  Emma 
R.  Candisky,  a native  of  New  Haven,  Conn., 
and  whose  father  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany. 

Matthew  henry  griffin,  one  oi 

_ _ Danbury’s  able  and  successful  business 
men,  is  a member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  H. 
McLachlan  & Co.,  hat  manufacturers,  who  have 
achieved  the  notable  feat  of  increasing  their 
trade  largely  during  the  past  few  years  of  panic 
and  business  uncertainty. 

Like  many  of  the  substantial  citizens,  Mr. 
Griffin  is  of  Irish  blood,  his  father,  Michael  J. 
Griffin,  and  grandfather,  Matthew  Griffin,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  the  former  in 
about  1834.  Our  subject’s  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Ann  Keating,  was  born  in 
Ireland  about  1835,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Ann  Keating.  Both  parents  are  now  living  in 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  the  father  is  engaged 
in  the  hatter's  trade.  Of  their  twelve  children 
the  following  named  survive:  Michael  E., 

Josephine,  Maggie,  Ellen,  Annie  and  Matthew 
Henry. 

Matthew  H.  Griffin  was  born  March  31, 1856. 
at  New  Milford,  Conn.,  and  his  education  was 
obtained  in  the  schools  of  Danbury  and  Orange, 
N.  J.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  left  school  an 
began  to  work  in  a hat  factory  at  Orange,  where 
he  remained  five  years,  acquiring  a thoroug 
knowledge  of  the  business.  In  1875  he  returne 
to  Danbury,  and  after  spending  sometime  in  t e 
employ  of  the  Tweedy  Manufacturing  Companv 
he  worked  as  opportunity  offered  in  that  city  a" 
in  Orange,  N.  J.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  ^orW*. ■' 
Conn.,  and  Middletown,  N.  Y.  During 
time  he  held  the  position  of  foreman  with  t ie 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


475 


different  finns-T.  Brothwell  & Co.  and  Byron 
Dexter,  of  Danbury,  and  Fuller  Bros.,  of  Mid- 
dletown. In  January,  1892,  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  Henry  McLachlan  and  Philip  Simon 
under  the  firm  name  of  H.  McLachlan  & Co 
and  began  the  manufacture  of  hats  in  the  rough 
At  first  they  employed  about  twenty  hands,  but 

rel|bUStneSS  has  steadll>'  increased  until  their 
regular  force  now  consists  of  sixty  men  and  two 

EmJvC^nnvl'  !t885’uMr-  Griffin  married  Miss 
tmily  c.  Doyle,  daughter  ol  James  and  Cather- 

m!  (B°den)  D°y|e.  and  one  daughter,  Emma 
May  has  blessed  their  union.  They  have  a 
comfortable  home  on  Hull  Hill,  Danbury  Mr 

and  ph7lamhrffin-taie  “ p3rt  in  the  Social 
and  philanthropies!  movements  in  the  Roman 

mLberSChMChr  ti)anbury’  of  which  both  are 
^rderbnf  P ^ Gr,ffin  18  also  identified  with  the 
order  of  Foresters  of  America.  As  a citizen  he 
takes  keen  interest  in  all  public  affairs. 


HEyounVe  Scntf HLAN-  Thl'S  enterprising 
leading  k g Scotchman  is  numbered  among  the 

Me L^h  a?rComb"  °f  Danbury’  the  "f  H. 

'or  l£°h1s  h*T'ht 

fur  k{  E""r‘  soil  and  stiH 

operations^ th  and  sin«  they  began 

twenty-four  iozen0UlP;‘  has  increased  trom 
their  orders  comT  P"  day  t0  °ne  hundred  dozen, 

«■  CSSai„srd' Vesp,,e  ,he 

an  average  „ D“s,ness.  They  now  employ 
fain  building  i^rfe'eM6  hands’ and  occupy  a 
h'gh;  another  3SxS  {lj?B  afnd  three  Tories 
third,  60  feet  lntt  4Zj  feet’  of  tbree  stor«es;  a 
t^ee  smaller  building^  °"e  St0ry  in  height'  and 

GlaSowM£atlahidn  T b°rn  Ju'y  ,0-  >868.  at 
resided.  His  eran’,«W!1|?re  hlS  ancestors  had  long 
father,  of  the  flm.  ® J°hn  McLachlan,  and 
lhe  latter  in  1830  CW  C’  *ere  both  b°rn  there, 
jnaiden  name  was  Ann  ^M^Vf  mother>  whose 
,n  Scotland  in  1836  the H Ma^Done.,b  was  b°m 
and  Mary  Bell  aU,ghtW  °'  Dr-  Daniel 

died  Apnf,^^3'1?0"^)  MacDonell,  and 
and  is  now  ^at^er  1S  still  living: 

]yn,  N.  Y.  The/r^  3 bookkeePer  in  Brook- 
Daniel  L H y had  ®cyen  children:  John  J., 

An^tus,  a;d ”2:  y’  IsabelIa-  George 

came  to  America, 


with  a physician  in  New  York  City.  About  a 
year  later  he  came  to  Danbury  and  began  learn- 
ing the  hatter  s trade  with  William  Beckerle  & 
G°;  • W,'tb  wbom  he  spent  one  year,  and  he  then 
entered  the  factory  of  Nichols  & Hine,  where  he 
remained  five  years,  familiarizing  himself  with 
firm^h  dftal  u the  business-  0n  leaving  this 

in  Rv™  l<nk  * h we  of  the  forminK  department 
m Byron  Dexter  s factory,  and  continued  thus  two 

w^MUm!  he  jormed  his  present  partnership 
with  Matthew  H.  Griffin  and  Philip  Simon,  and 
started  in  business  on  his  own  account. 

Mr.  McLachlan  has  a pleasant  home  at  No. 

1 1 Bates  Place,  Danbury.  He  was  married  June 
9’i8*?3’  tb  Miss  Maggie  Byron,  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  (Welsh)  Byron,  of  Danbury,  and  they 
have  two  children.  Lorena  and  Henry.  Mr.  Mc- 
Lachlan belongs  to  the  fraternal  order  of  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  and  in  religious  faith  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  taking  a generous  interest  in  the  work  of 
same.  The  complicated  questions  of  the  day  re- 
ceive intelligent  and  disinterested  study  from  Mr. 
McLachtan,  who  is  in  the  habit  of  doing  his  own 
thinking.  Until  recently  he  was  a Democrat, 
but  he  now  gives  his  influence  to  the  party  of 
'•sound  money  and  protection.” 


In  ft  /lI*nie. 

ioca‘mg  in' Net  York  CiK^  1*™  ‘°  America' 

;n  in  his  fourtPJ,l.y-  ,Asour  subject  was 


thea  in  his  fourtP  U‘.u  '~'ny'  As  our  subject 

quired  a fair  com"-  yCau  he  had  alrbady  ac‘ 

natlVe  land,  and  he  °n‘sch°o1  education  in  his 
once  secured  employment 


S'^f-LECK  Y.  ST.  JOHN,  who  is  a prosperous 
J and  well-known  contractor  in  Stamford.  Fair- 
field  county,  was  born  September  13,  1857,  in 
the  town  of  Lewisboro,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y., 
but  he  has  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in 
Stamford. 

Mr.  St.  John  is  a son  of  Edgar  St.  John,  who 
was  also  a native  of  the  town  of  Lewisboro, 
where  he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  during 
his  active  life,  spending  his  last  seven  or  eight 
years  in  Stamford,  where  he  died.  By  trade  he 
was  a wagonmaker,  and  he  did  considerable  work 
in  that  line  during  his  earlier  years.  He  married 
Deborah  Sarles,  daughter  of  William  Sarles,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  Sel- 

leck  Y. , and  Lucy  (Mrs.  W.  T.  Finney). 

Selleck  Y.  St.  John  was  brought  up  in  his 
native  place,  and  received  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  were  offered  by  the  district  school 
and  Bolton’s  Academy.  After  completing  his 
literary  education  he  came  to  Stamford,  where 
he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  serving  his  ap- 
prenticeship under  N.  W.  Hoyt.  He  has  followed 
his  trade  with  yearly  increasing  success,  and  since 
1891  has  taken  contracts  on  his  own  account, 
doing  a good  business  in  and  around  Stamford. 
His  reputation  for  good  work  and  honest  dealing 
has  been  firmly  established  in  the  minds  of  his 
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patrons,  among  whom  are  numbered  some  of  the 
best  people  of  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  St.  John’s  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  F. 
Smith,  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  Smith,  took  place 
April  19,  1879,  at  Lewisboro,  N.  Y.  Two  chil- 
dren have  blessed  their  union:  Rena  A.  and 

Philip  L. 

MUFUS  CLARK  REED,  of  Danbury,  is  a 

member  of  the  enterprising  manufacturing 

firm  known  as  the  New  Machine  Company,  and 
both  in  business  and  in  private  life  he  is  held  in 
high  esteem  for  his  sterling  qualities  of  character. 

Mr.  Reed  is  a native  of  the  Empire  State, 
and  his  ancestors  for  several  generations  have 
resided  in  Putnam  county.  Henry  Clay  Reed, 
his  father,  was  born  there,  the  son  of  Moses 
Reed,  and  is  now  connected  with  the  Borden 
milk  factory  at  Brewsters.  His  wife,  Sarah 
(Mead),  now  deceased,  was  a daughter  of  George 
and  Sarah  Mead,  and  was  born  in  Putnam  county. 
They  had  only  two  children,  Rufus  Clark  and 
Chester  Henry. 

Rufus  C.  Reed  was  born  February  15,  1859, 
at  the  old  home  in  Putnam  county  and  received 
his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  in  the 
town  of  Southeast.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
began  to  work  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  but  in 
1 88 1 he  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of 
hatters’  machinery.  This  he  continued  for  fifteen 
years,  but  in  1896  he  formed  a partnership  with 
George  A.  Blackburn.  Amzi  L.  Barnum  and 
Sterling  H.  Fanton,  under  the  firm  name  of  The 
New  Machine  Company,  and  engaged  in  a gen- 
eral machine-manufacturing  business.  They  now 
have  an  extensive  trade  and  employ  from  eighteen 
to  twenty  men,  notwithstanding  the  hard  times. 
Mr.  Reed’s  business  interests  have  prevented  him 
from  taking  any  active  part  in  politics,  but  his 
sympathies  are  with  the  Republican  party. 

Our  subject  has  a pleasant  home  at  No.  45 
Morris  street,  Danbury.  On  February  12,  1884, 
he  married,  for  his  first  wife,  Miss  Ida  A.  Beers,  a 
daughter  of  Bradley  and  Cornelia  (Bronson) 
Beers.  She  died  September  17,  1887,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Ida  A.,  born  August  29,  1887. 
Mr.  Reed  afterward  married  Miss  Carrie  C.  Beers, 
a sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  by  this  union  he  has 
one  son,  Leon  B. 


SHBEL  E.  BARTRAM.  Since  the  seven- 
teenth  century  the  Bartram  family  have 
been  closely  identified  with  the  interests  of  Fair- 
field  county,  Conn.,  and  as  an  honored  represent- 
ative of  the  family  in  this  generation  we  here 


present  a brief  review  of  the  life  of  Ashbel  E. 
Bartram,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  New  Mil- 
ford May  23,  1843. 

Marcus  Bartram,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  the  town  of  Sherman,  and  a son 
of  Noah  Bartram,  a farmer  of  New  Milford,  where 
Marcus  spent  his  boyhood  days.  He  married 
Miss  Sarah  Peet,  a native  of  Litchfield,  Conn., 
who  died  when  Ashbel  was  six  years  old.  To 
this  worthy  couple  were  born  four  children,  as 
follows:  Mary  Irene,  who  married  Aldoris  La- 
throp,  of  New  Milford;  Ashbel  E. ; CharlesM.who 
was  a member  of  Company  I,  14th  Conn.  V.  I., 
and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville; 
and  Sarah,  deceased  in  childhood.  The  father 
of  this  family  made  his  home  in  New  Milford 
until  a short  time  before  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred April  1,  1888.  He  was  held  in  great  es- 
teem, and  his  taking  away  was  severely  felt  among 
his  circle  of  acquaintances. 

Ashbel  E.  Bartram  received  his  education  in 
the  town  of  Sherman,  and  when  seventeen  years 
of  age  went  to  work  for  Frank  Bennett,  in  the 
town  of  New  Milford,  continuing  there  until  his 
enlistment,  on  September  23,  1861,  in  Company 
I,  8th  Conn.  V.  I.  His  first  experience  in  real 
warfare  was  with  Burnside  in  North  Carolina. 
His  regiment  formed  a part  of  the  Ninth  Army 
Corps  until  after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
when  it  was  transferred  to  the  Seventh  Corps  at 
Newport  News  under  General  Wool,  and  later  it 
became  a part  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  under 
Gen.  B.  Smith,  in  the  Department  of  the  James. 
After  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  they  were  sent 
to  recruit  the  broken  Federal  lines  under  Grant, 
and  after  Cold  Harbor  were  sent  in  front  oi 
Petersburg,  before  Richmond.  On  September 
29,  1 864,  Mr.  Bartram  was  wounded  in  the  at- 
tack on  and  capture  of  Chaffin’s  Bluff,  otherwise 
known  as  Fort  Harrison;  he  was  taken  to  the 
field  hospital,  removed  to  Hampton,  and  finally 
sent  to  Philadelphia  and  from  there  to  Whitehall 
Hospital,  where  on  December  15,  1864,  his  leg 
was  amputated,  the  operation  being  performed 
by  a Doctor  Bartram,  whom  he  met  again  at  the 
Centennial  in  Philadelphia.  As  his  wound  healed 
he  was  sent  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  to  the 
Knights  Hospital  at  that  place,  being  there  at  the 
time  of  his  discharge,  August  23,  1 865 ; he  served 
four  years. 

When  mustered  out  Mr.  Bartram  returned  to 
his  old  home  at  New  Milford,  where  forayed 
and  a half  he  sought  to  regain  a portion  of  his 
wasted  strength,  and  he  then  came  to  Bridge- 
port, entering  the  employ  of  the  Howe  Sewing 
Machine  Company,  with  whom  he  remained  two 
years.  Next  he  became  connected  with  t e 
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Wheeler  & Wilson  Company,  continuing  with 
them  until,  in  1880,  he  was  appointed  agent  for 
the  Mutual  Benefit  Life  Insurance  Company,  of 
Newark,  N.  J.  He  has  since  branched  into  fire 
insurance  and  real  estate,  handling  insurance  for 
the  Thuringia  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Ger- 
many; Holyoke  Mutual,  of  Salem,  Mass.; 
Phoenix,  of  London;  United  Firemen’s  Insur- 
ance Company,  of  Philadelphia;  Reliance,  of 
Philadelphia;  United  States  Fidelity  & Guaran- 
tee Company;  and  Providence  Mutual;  he  is  also 
a Notary  Public.  In  addition  Mr.  Bartram  has 
done  a large  business  in  settling  estates,  as  re- 
ceiver, administrator  and  trustee,  always  with 
the  most  satisfactory  results  to  his  clients. 

•In  his  political  faith  Mr.  Bartram  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  has  ever  been 
active  in  advancing  its  interests.  In  1878-79  he 
was  councilman  from  the  Fifth  ward,  and  in  1879 
was  alderman,  serving  as  chairman  of  some  of 
the  most  important  committees;  in  1889,  1890 
and  1891  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  as- 
sessors, and  served  as  its  president.  Socially  he  is 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  Corinthian  Lodge, 
A.  F.  & A.  M. ; he  joined  St.  Luke’s  Lodge, 
Kent,  Conn.,  in  1864,  while  home  on  a furlough, 
is  a member  of  Pequonnock  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; 
the  Sea  Side  Club,  the  Roof  Tree  Club,  and 
Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  Post  No.  3,  G.  A.  R.,  having 
joined  that  organization  in  1868. 

He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Washington 
Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he 
is  president  of  the  board  of  trustees.  Mr.  Bart- 
ram is  well  liked  by  those  who  know  him,  and 
his  fellow-townsmen  hold  him  in  high  esteem  for 
the  honorable  business  methods  he  pursues.  He 
is  faithful  to  his  friends,  and  nobly  bears  his  part 
to  aid  the  advancement  of  the  country  on  whose 
altar  he  has  already  sacrificed  so  much. 


^g|FILLIAM  A.  SMALLHORN,  of  New 
Canaan,  was  born  and  reared  in  that 
place,  and  is  a son  of  J.  A.  Smallhorn,  who  is  in 
the  employ  of  Benedict  & Co. , shoe  manufactur- 
ers at  New  Canaan.  J.  A.  Smallhorn  was  born 
in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  where  his  father,  a native  of 
Ireland,  settled  after  coming  to  this  country. 
The  latter  was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  and  was 
at  one  time  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes 
at  Norwalk. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  attending  the 
public  schools  of  New  Canaan,  and  acquired  a 
common-school  education.  For  the  first  eight 
years  after  commencing  work  he  was  employed 
by  Burtes  & Mead  as  clerk,  and  in  1890  he  was 
appointed  agent  for  the  Adams  Express  Com- 


pany, at  New  Canaan.  He  proved  a trustworthy 
and  capable  employe,  faithful  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty,  honest  and  reliable.  At  this  writing  he 
is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Kincella  & Smallhorn, 
merchants.  He  is  a public-spirited  citizen,  and 
is  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  place  where  he  has 
always  made  his  home.  He  also  served  as  cletk 
of  the  borough  of  New  Canaan,  but  he  is  no 
office  seeker,  and  prefers  to  give  his  attention  to 
private  affairs.  He  was  formerly  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Free  Reading  Room  and  Library 
at  New  Canaan,  and  is  very  active  in  the  several 
fraternal  societies  to  which  he  belongs,  being  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  Wooster  Lodge  No. 
37,  I.  O.  O.  F.;  Commodore  Perry  Lodge  No. 
40,  O.  U.  A.  M. ; the  Heptasophs,  and  the  Sons 
of  Temperance.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a 
faithful  member  of  the  New  Canaan  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Smallhorn  was  married  at  New  Canaan 
to  Miss  Jennie  E.  Tuttle,  daughter  of  A.  S. 
Tuttle,  who  was  formerly  a well-known  car- 
penter and  builder  of  New  Canaan,  and  one  child 
has  blessed  this  union.  Hazel  Agnes. 


WC.  PEFFERS,  proprietor  of  livery,  sales 

and  boarding  stables,  Danbury,  is  a native 

of  Fairfield  county,  having  been  born  August  9, 
1864,  a son  of  Charles  W.  and  Ruamah  (Couch) 
Peffers,  and  a grandson  of  Alpheus  M.  Couch, 
with  whom  he  made  his  home  until  entering  busi- 
ness for  himself. 

Mr.  Peffers  attended  the  public  school,  col- 
legiate, commercial  and  military  institutes  at  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  also  the  Eastman  Business  Col- 
lege at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  After  leaving  school 
he  learned  a branch  of  the  hatting  business,  and 
was  engaged  at  that  trade  and  at  bookkeeping 
until  September  20,  1891,  when  he  formed  a co- 
partnership with  George  F.  Nash  for  the  con- 
ducting of  a livery  and  sales  business  at  Danbury, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Nash  & Peffers.  This 
copartnership  continued  until  June  6,  1899,  when 
Mr.  Nash  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Peffers,  who 
has  since  conducted  the  business  alone. 


PETER  L.  PERRY.  When  a man  reaches 
_ the  age  of  three  score  and  ten  years  there 
can  be  no  keener  satisfaction  than  that  given  by 
a review  of  a life  spent  in  useful  labor  in  his  ap- 
pointed sphere,  marked  by  the  approval  of  con- 
science and  the  respect  and  affection  of  those 
among  whom  his  lot  has  been  cast.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  a highly- respected  resident 
of  Bridgeport,  held  for  many  years  a position  of 
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trust  and  responsibility  with  the  Wheeler  & Wil- 
son Company,  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him 
is  conclusive  evidence  of  his  ability  and  trust- 
worthiness. 

Mr.  Perry  belongs  to  a well-known  family, 
and  his  ancestors  settled  at  an  early  date  in  West 
Woodstock,  Conn.  Daniel  Perry,  his  grandfa- 
ther, was  born  at  West  Woodstock,  and  passed 
his  life  there  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Daniel 
Perry  (2),  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  a 
native  and  lifelong  resident  of  West  Woodstock, 
and  for  many  years  he  carried  on  farming  and 
operated  a gristmill  and  sawmill.  His  wife, 
Sophia  Childs,  was  a daughter  of  Elias  Childs,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  the  same  locality,  and  their 
family  comprised  four  sons:  William,  now  a retired 
resident  of  Bridgeport,  who  was  superintendent 
of  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany's plant  for  many  years;  Peter  L. , our  sub- 
ject; Byron,  deceased,  who  was  for  a long  time 
in  the  employ  of  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manu- 
facturing Company;  and  Elias,  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  9,  1823,  in  West 
Woodstock,  and  his  education  was  obtained  in 
the  schools  of  that  town.  When  fifteen  years 
old  he  went  to  Manchester,  Conn.,  being  for 
some  years  employed  on  a farm  in  that  vicinity, 
and  later  he  spent  two  years  at  South  Coventry, 
learning  the  machinist’s  trade.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Samuel  Colts  Manufacturing 
Company,  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  making  firearms,  and  after  a time  he  be- 
gan contracting  for  them,  remaining  there  alto- 
gether about  eight  years.  On  leaving  this  com- 
pany he  came  to  Bridgeport  to  take  the  position 
of  assistant  superintendent  for  the  Wheeler  & 
Wilson  Manufacturing  Company,  with  which  he 
continued  until  his  retirement  in  1880.  Polit- 
ically Mr.  Perry  is  a strong  Republican,  but  he 
has  never  sought  official  honors,  his  business  re- 
quiring close  attention.  He  takes  keen  interest 
in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  community, 
and  he  and  his  family  are  active  workers  in  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Bridgeport. 

Mr.  Perry  married  Miss  Jessie  Sheldon, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Jerusha  (Pease)  Sheldon, 
well-known  residents  of  Hartford,  her  father  be- 
ing a rope  manufacturer  there.  Two  children 
were  born  to  this  union,  Grace  L. , who  is  de- 
ceased; and  Alice  C.,  now  the  wife  of  Henry 
Setzer,  of  Bridgeport. 


FiRANCIS  H.  GREGORY.  Especial  men- 
tion should  be  accorded,  in  any  list  of  our 
representative  business  men.  to  this  well-known 
citizen  of  Stamford,  who  has  made  his  way  in 


life  by  his  own  ability  and  energy,  and  has  won  a 
substantial  success.  It  is  such  men  as  Mr. 
Gregory  who  form  the  foundation  of  the  pros- 
perity of  any  community,  and  the  thrift,  enter- 
prise and  foresight  shown  by  him  are  well  worthy 
of  emulation. 

The  Gregory  family  became  identified  many 
years  ago  with  this  county,  and  George  Betts 
Gregory,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a native  of 
Norwalk.  In  early  manhood  he  removed  to 
Henrietta,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
a pioneer  settler,  and  for  some  time  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  in  the  shoe  business  there. 
In  1851  he  returned  to  Norwalk,  where  his  death 
occcurred.  He  was  highly  esteemed  as  a citizen, 
and  was  an  active  member  of  the  F.  & A.  M. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Nancy  Taylor, 
was  a daughter  of  Lewis  Taylor,  a prominent 
resident  of  Norwalk,  Connecticut. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  April 
18,  1831,  at  Henrietta,  N.  Y.,  and  his  early  life 
was  spent  upon  the  old  homestead  there,  his 
education  being  obtained  in  the  district  schools 
and  in  the  academy  at  the  village.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen,  having  contracted  “ the  gold  fever," 
he  went  to  California,  where  he  passed  one  year. 
On  his  return  he  spent  a year  at  Norwalk,  but  he 
then  went  back  to  his  native  place  and  engaged 
in  farming  with  a brother  for  about  a year. 
From  that  time  until  1858  he  followed  the 
carpenter’s  trade  in  Norwalk,  and  in  the  mean- 
time he  became  interested  in  droving.  Fn® 
1858  to  1878  he  followed  the  latter  business 
exclusively,  making  his  headquarters  from  i *68 

at  Davenport  Ridge,  in  the  town  of  Stamford. 
In  1878  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Stamford  to 
engage  in  a meat,  fruit  and  vegetable  businesson 
Main  street,  and  so  well  did  he  succeed  in  the 
enterprise  that  in  1883  he  erected  the  Gregory 
block  at  No.  63  Main  street,  and  established  his 
store  there,  adding  a stock  of  groceries.  Id 
April,  1892,  he  retired  from  active  business,  and 
at  present  he  is  enjoying  the  rewards  of  his  past 
years  of  effort.  On  April  23,  1854,  Mr. Gregory 
was  married,  in  Norwalk,  to  Miss  Mary  F 
Weed,  a daughter  of  Isaac  and  Hannah  M. 
(Waterbury)  Weed,  well-known  residents  of 
Darien,  this  county,  where  the  Weed  family 
were  numbered  among  the  early  settlers.  Mrs. 
Gregory  was  but  six  years  of  age  when  her 
mother  died;  her  father  lived  to  the  advance 
age  of  eightv-one.  Dolly,  the  only  child  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregory,  married  James  H. 
Mead,  of  Stamford,  and  had  two  sons,  Perc.' 
Gregory  and  Mortimer  Milton,  who  are  no» 
living  with  their  grandparents,  Mrs.  Mea 
having  departed  this  life  October  19. 
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The  family  is  prominent  in  social  life,  and  Mrs. 
Gregory  is  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Stamford. 


J^OHN  H.  ELWOOD,  a prominent  citizen  of 
i the  town  of  Westport,  is  engaged  in  agricult- 
ure on  Sherwood’s  Island,  and  his  ability 
and  scientific  skill  are  shown  in  the  successful 
management  of  his  farm. 

The  Elwood  family  is  well-known  in  the  town 
of  Westport,  and  Eleakim  Elwood,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  was  born  there  October  24,  1786, 
while  his  wife,  Lydia  Bennett,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 22,  1789.  in  the  town  of  Fairfield.  This 
worthy  couple  reared  a large  family  of  children, 
among  whom  was  a son,  John  B.,  our  subject’s 
father,  who  was  born  December  17,  1820,  in  the 
same  town.  John  B.  Elwood  followed  the  sea  in 
early  life,  but  later  engaged  in  farming  in  West- 
port.  He  first  married  Miss  Margaret  D.  Van- 
Wagner,  and  (second)  Miss  Mary  S.  Banks,  a 
native  of  Westport,  and  daughter  of  Alson  and 
Lucy  (Chapman)  Banks.  By  the  first  marriage 
there  were  three  children:  Mary  C. . William  F. 

and  George  E.,  and  by  the  second  there  were 
five:  John  H.,  James  F.,  Lewis  E.,  Lucy  B. 
and  Minnie  S. 

John  H.  Elwood  was  born  December  24,  1856, 
at  Greens  Farms,  and  as  the  son  of  a farmer  he 
became  familiar  in  his  youth  with  all  the  details 
of  agricultural  work.  After  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  for  some  time,  he  took  a course  in 
the  academy  at  Greens  Farms,  securing  a good 
practical  education.  Politically,  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  he  is  not  especially  active  in  party  work. 
On  October  23,  1879,  he  married  Miss  Fannie  L. 
Sherwood,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
three  children:  Clifford  Franklin,  Elsie  M.  (de- 

ceased); and  Katharine  S.  Soon  after  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Elwood  located  upon  his  present  farm, 
which  is  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  general 
crops,  and  so  far  he  has  not  specialized  in  his 
work.  His  family  is  prominent  in  the  best  so- 
cial circles  of  his  locality,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Southport. 

Mrs.  Elwood  was  born  on  Sherwood’s  Island, 
and  is  a descendant  of  that  noted  pioneer, 
Thomas  Sherwood,  who  came  from  England  in 
1634,  and  settled  upon  a farm  at  Greenfield,  this 
county.  His  son  Thomas  and  grandson  Samuel 
both  followed  farming  in  this  county.  Samuel 
Sherwood  had  a son,  Daniel,  who  had  a son 
Daniel  (2),  who  had  a son  Daniel  (3)  (Mrs.  El- 
wood’s  grandfather),  who  married  Catharine 
Burr,  and  made  his  home  upon  a farm  on  Sher- 


wood’s Island,  in  Greens  Farms,  town  of  West- 
port.  Ten  children  were  bom  to  them:  Ebene- 
zer;  Catherine;  Eunice;  Daniel;  Abigail,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Abraham;  Silas  B. ; and  the  trip- 
lets, Frederick,  Francis  and  Franklin. 

Capt.  Franklin  Sherwood,  Mrs.  Elwood’s 
father,  was  born  November  3,  18  jo,  and  died 
September  9,  1888.  He  followed  the  sea  for 
about  thirty-five  years.  After  leaving  the  water 
he  settled  down  at  the  homestead  on  Sherwood’s 
Island;  and  followed  * farming  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  His  wife  was  a devout  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  He  married  Miss 
Jane  Guyer,  who  was  born  at  Greens  Farms, 
September  10,  1819,  and  died  November  11, 
1882.  Her  father,  Gershom  B.  Guyer,  was  a 
native  of  Norwalk,  this  county.  Mrs.  Elwood 
was  the  youngest  in  a family  of  four  children, 
the  others  being  Arthur,  a farmer  on  the  Island; 
Ida,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  and 
Jane  S.,  wife  of  L.  P.  Wakeman,  of  the  town  of 
Westport. 


TRUMAN  a.  BANKS.  The  fertile  lands  of 
_ this  section  have  attracted  a high  order  of 
agriculturists,  and  the  thriving  towns  and  cities 
furnish  an  excellent  home  market  for  their  varied 
produce.  Among  the  well-kept  farms  of  Middle 
River  District,  Danbury  township,  is  that  of  the 
enterprising  and  successful  dairyman  whose  his- 
tory is  here  outlined. 

Mr.  Banks  was  born  July  13,  1857,  in  the 
town  of  Southeast,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y. , a son  of 
Elliot  O.  and  Eliza  J.  (Mead)  Banks,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  the  Empire  State  and  are 
now  living  in  Connecticut.  The  father  followed 
farming  from  early  manhood.  Our  subject  was 
the  youngest  of  four  children,  the  others  being 
Thomas  E. ; Eliza  A.,  and  George  H. 

The  family  removed  to  this  State  before  our 
subject’s  school  days  were  ended,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  attend  the  district  schools  of  that  day 
for  some  time  after  the  removal.  His  first  em- 
ployment was  in  Hendrick  Barnum’s  grocery  at 
Danbury,  where  he  remained  five  years,  the 
owner  in  the  meantime  taking  a brother  as  a 
partner  under  the  firm  name  of  Barnum  & Bar- 
num.  On  leaving  this  position  Mr.  Banks  was 
employed  by  Hendrick  Barnum  in  the  grain  busi- 
ness for  two  years,  and  then  he  returned  to  the 
store  and  spent  three  years  with  a new  firm,  Bar- 
num & Reed.  For  two  years  following  he 
worked  for  Betts  & Dunway  in  their  grocery, 
on  the  corner  of  Main  and  West  streets,  and 
then  renting  a stable  he  engaged  in  the  livery 
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business.  After  two  years  he  traded  for  a gro- 
cery, which  he  conducted  three  months.  On 
selling  out  he  began  to  work  at  the  hat  trade, 
continuing  at  same  about  two  years,  when  he 
took  a position  in  Major  C.  Austin’s  grocery  for 
a year.  Another  year  in  the  hat  business  fol- 
lowed, but  by  that  time  he  had  decided  to  seek  a 
country  life,  and  in  July,  1891,  he  purchased 
twenty-five  acres  of  land  about  a mile  from  his 
present  farm.  Two  years  later  he  sold  this  and 
bought  thirty  acres  about  a mile  and  a half  from 
Danbury,  and  by  subsequent  purchases  he  has 
increased  his  holdings  to  sixty  acres.  He  keeps 
from  ten  to  fifteen  cows,  and  sells  the  milk  in  Dan- 
bury. While  working  in  that  city  he  did  a pro- 
fitable real-estate  business,  buying  lots  and  erect- 
ing buildings  for  sale.  One  of  these,  a factory 
on  Franklin  street,  he  still  owns. 

Mr.  Banks  is  a steadfast  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  is  influential  in  local  affairs, 
being  always  in  favor  of  improvement.  For 
five  years  he  has  been  the  pathmaster  of  his  town, 
and  for  one  year  he  worked  the  city  roads.  He 
married  Miss  Annie  A.  Hodge,  daughter  of  Orson 
and  Amy  (Barnum)  Hodge,  well-known  residents 
of  Brewsters,  New  York. 


r^'HERON  EUGENE  PLATT.  The  praises 
A of  an  agricultural  life  have  been  sung  by 
poets  from  the  remotest  times,  and  the  sentiment 
that  prompts  mankind  to  seek  close  harmony 
with  nature  seems  to  be  universal,  however  the 
customs  and  acquired  aptitudes  of  our  modern 
civilization  may  tend  to  obscure  it.  The  fertile 
fields  of  this  section,  in  their  romantic  setting  of 
wooded  hills  and  sparkling  waters,  might  well 
tempt  any  one  to  hope  that  here  he  could  realize 
the  picture  which  fancy  paints  of  the  joys  of  a 
country  life.  Certain  it  is  that  in  our  rural  com- 
munities a high  type  of  citizenship  is  to  be  found, 
as  many  of  the  histories  of  this  volume  will  bear 
witness. 

The  subject  of  this  biography,  a prominent 
citizen  of  Newtown  township,  resides  upon  a 
farm  which  has  now  been  in  the  possession  of 
his  family  for  several  generations,  and  his  man- 
agement of  the  estate  is  an  object  lesson  in  scien- 
tific farming,  while  at  the  same  time  he  keeps 
well  informed  upon  general  topics,  and  is  a con- 
stant and  intelligent  reader  of  the  best  literature. 
A thorough  student,  his  investigations  have 
thrown  light  upon  many  questions  of  interest  to 
all  farmers,  and  his  scholarly  articles  upon  agri- 
cultural matters  command  the  attention  of 
thoughtful  observers.  His  library,  containing 


about  a thousand  volumes,  is  mainly  devoted  to 
science,  and  he  has  made  a special  study  of 
botany,  geology  and  chemistry.  In  his  practical 
work  upon  his  estate  he  has  given  much  time  to 
the  propagation  and  development  of  the  potato, 
that  homeliest  but  most  useful  of  tubers,  and 
during  one  year  he  grew  four  hundred  and  fifty 
varieties  for  the  purpose  of  making  tests.  He 
was  probably  the  first  to  discover  the  cause  of 
the  potato  scab,  his  report  on  the  subject  having 
been  the  first  to  be  printed,  and  he  is  rightly  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  leading  authorities  on  all 
matters  relating  to  this  plant,  from  its  germina- 
tion to  its  full  development.  Not  being  content 
with  the  ordinary  means  of  observation,  be  has 
made  extensive  use  of  the  microscope  in  his  in- 
vestigations, and  for  several  years  he  has  issued 
valuable  and  interesting  reports  of  his  inquiries 
into  the  “ whys  and  wherefores,  ” of  the  phe- 
nomena which  comes  under  his  notice.  A man 
of  his  talents  and  acquirements  would  naturally 
attract  a most  desirable  list  of  friends,  and  his 
includes  many  of  the  bright  minds  of  this  and 
other  localities.  For  some  years  he  has  been  a 
leading  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agricult- 
ure, and  has  served  as  president  of  the  Newtown 
Agricultural  Association  since  its  organization. 

An  account  of  the  personal  and  family  history 
I of  Mr.  Platt  will  doubtless  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers.  He  was  born  May  16,  1848,  in  the  house 
he  now  owns  and  occupies,  and  received  a com- 
mon-school education,  two  years  being  spent  in 
a graded  school  at  Redding,  this  county.  From 
an  early  age  he  showed  an  interest  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  but  he  has  taken  part  in  other  lines  of 
enterprise,  and  for  years  has  been  a director  in 
the  Newtown  Savings  Bank.  Any  movement 
tending  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  his  local- 
ity receives  his  hearty  indorsement,  and  be  is, 
and  has  been  for  a long  time,  president  of  the 
Cemetery  Association,  while  for  years  he  has 
been  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Church 
1 at  Redding,  serving  as  trustee.  Politically,  he  is 
| a Republican,  so  far  as  national  issues  are  con- 
! cerned,  but  on  local  questions  he  votes  inde- 
pendently.  On  November  26,  1873,  he  married 
Miss  Mary  C.  Russell,  daughter  of  Bethuel  Treat 
Russell,  of  Southbury,  Conn.,  and  they  haveone 
son,  Philo  T.,  born  May  20,  1880.  Mr.  Russel1 
died  May  5,  1872,  but  Mrs.  Russell  still  resides 
in  Southbury. 

This  Platt  family  is  descended  from  Richer 
Platt,  of  Milford,  through  Isaac  Platt,  of  Hunt- 
ington, Long  Island,  who  married  Elizabet 
] Wood,  daughter  of  Jonas  Wood,  and  died  Ju) 

I l69»-  , ,L 

Jonas  Platt,  a son  of  Isaac  and  Elrzabetn. 
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was  born  August  10,  1667,  and  married  Sarah 
Scudder. 

Obadiah  (i),  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent 
which  we  are  now  tracing,  was  born  about  1706, 
and  was  married  August  10,  1722.  to  Mary  Smith, 
who  died  November  1 6,  1771.  Obadiah  Piatt  (2) 
was  born  August  8,  1729,  and  died  November 
25,  1784,  in  his  fifty-sixth  year.  He  married 
Thankful  Scudder,  who  was  baptized  May  18, 
1735,  and  died  December  19,  1816.  Jarvis 
Platt,  a son  of  Obadiah  (2),  was  born  September 
6,  1759.  and  died  in  1841.  He  was  married  in 
1779  to  Ann  Nichols. 

David  Platt,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  February  6,  1782,  and  died  April  19,  1814. 
He  was  married,  May  1 8,  1803.  to  Lucretia 
Toucey,  of  Newtown,  and  made  his  home  at 
the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject. 

Philo  Toucey  Platt,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  September  3,  181 1,  and  was  married, 
November  24,  1841,  to  Jeanette  E.  Tuttle,  of 
Southbury,  Conn.  He  became  a prosperous  agri- 
culturist, and  his  death  occurred  at  the  old  home- 
stead, March  10,  1880.  His  children  were  John- 
son T.  and  Theron  E. 

The  late  Johnson  Tuttle  Platt,  brother  of  our 
subject,  was  a leading  member  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Bar,  and  his  brief  but  energetic  and  success- 
ful career  is  an  honor  to  the  family  name.  He 
was  born  at  Newtown,  January  12,  1844,  and 
graduated  from  the  Harvard  Law  School  in  1865, 
having  chosen  at  an  early  age  to  make  the  pro- 
fession of  law  his  life  work.  He  entered  upon 
his  practice  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  but  six  months 
afterward  removed  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  where 
he  quickly  won  recognition  as  a lawyer.  On  the 
re-organization  of  the  Yale  Law  School,  in  1869, 
he  was  given  a responsible  place  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution,  together  with  Professors 
Robinson  and  Baldwin.  In  1873  he  received  the 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  Yale  College,  and 
during  his  life  in  New  Haven  he  held  numerous 
positions  of  public  trust.  For  several  years  he 
was  a member  of  the  Court  of  Common  Council 
and  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  in  1874  he  was 
made  corporation  counsel,  in  which  position  he 
did  a large  amount  of  valuable  work  for  the  city, 
including  the  revision  of  the  ordinances.  He 
also  held  the  office  of  registrar  in  bankruptcy, 
and  for  a number  of  years  was  Master  of  Chan- 
cery for  the  State  of  Connecticut,  while  for  some 
time  previous  to  his  death  he  had  been  serving 
as  United  States  Commissioner.  He  died  Janu- 
ary 23,  1890,  at  the  early  age  of  forty-six  years, 
being  cut  off  suddenly  in  the  prime  of  life  by  an 
attack  of  cerebral  hemorrhage.  At  the  time  he 
was  stricken  he  was  on  his  way  to  his  class  in 


the  Law  School,  and  becoming  insensible  he  was 
taken  home,  where  he  died  a few  hours  later. 
His  death  called  forth  many  tributes  to  his  noble 
character  and  high  intellectual  abilities  and  at- 
tainments. The  New  Haven  County  Bar,  in 
minutes  approved  January  24.  1890,  used  these 
fitting  words:  "He  was  not  only  well  read  in 

the  ordinary  literature  of  his  profession,  but  long 
and  loving  study  had  made  him  familiar  with 
the  science  of  jurisprudence  in  its  widest  range. 
His  sympathies  were  warm  and  his  friendships 
true  and  deep-rooted.  During  nearly  a quarter 
of  a century  at  the  Bar  and  twenty  years  in  the 
Yale  Law  School,  he  had  been  honorably  known 
as  a learned  lawyer,  an  independent  thinker,  a 
public-spirited  citizen,  and  a kind-hearted  and 
high-minded  man.”  As  a lawyer  he  was  able 
and  ready,  and  as  an  instructor  he  was  thorough, 
gentle,  helpful  and  sympathetic,  winning  the 
hearts  of  all  his  students.  His  literary  culture 
was  extended,  and  he  was  especially  fond  of  his- 
tory and  poetry.  He  was  a good  conversation- 
alist, being  noted  for  his  ready  and  apt  quota- 
tions as  well  as  for  his  original  remarks,  and  his 
sincerity  and  agreeable  manners  won  him  a host 
of  friends.  While  in  the  Law  School  his  range 
of  subjects  included,  first,  equity  and  pleadings, 
then  "torts”  and  criminal  law,  and  finally  gen- 
eral jurisprudence  and  the  history  of  law.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  his  lectures  will  be  published. 
Among  the  valuable  articles  prepared  for  the 
press  by  him  were  two  entitled  "The  Assertion 
of  Rights"  and  "The  Opportunity  for  the  De- 
velopment of  Jurisprudence  in  the  United  States.” 
For  about  twenty  years  he  had  been  gathering 
facts  for  a history  of  the  Platt  family,  from  which 
much  of  the  data  for  this  sketch  has  been  drawn. 
A brief  but  admirable  biographical  account  was 
written  by  Morris  F.  Tyler.  Esq.,  of  the  New 
Haven  County  Bar,  at  the  time  of  his  death.  On 
September  3,  1867,  Professor  Platt  married  Miss 
Mary  Jay  Pettee,  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.  They  had 
no  children. 


JiOHN  A.  WEED,  a prosperous  general  mer- 
I chant  and  well-known  citizen  of  New  Canaan, 
is  a native  of  that  place,  born  September 
11,  1 86 1,  in  what  is  known  as  White  Oak  Shade 
District.  His  grandfather,  Carey  Weed,  was 
born  in  1782,  and  came  to  this  locality  from 
Stamford  at  an  early  date,  settling  on  a farm  in 
in  White  Oak  Shade  District  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  a shoemaker 
as  well  as  a farmer,  and  employed  a number  of 
hands.  For  his  first  wife  he  married  Clarissa 
St.  John,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Delia 
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and  William  H.,  both  of  whom  are  now  de-  Church.  He  is  widely  known  in  social  circles  in 

ceased.  His  second  wife  was  Hannah  Reed,  and  this  part  of  the  State,  being  a member  o( 

Andrew  J.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  their  Wooster  Lodge  No.  37,  I.  O.  0.  F.,  of  which 

only  child.  Carey  Weed  passed  away  Novem-  he  is  chaplain;  a charter  member  of  Com- 
ber 9,  1842.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  modore  Perry  Council  No.  44,  0.  U.  A.  M.,  of 

1812.  which  he  is  the  present  treasurer;  a member  of 

Andrew  J.  Weed  was  born  August  19,  1819,  the  Heptasophs;  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees; 

in  the  town  of  New  Canaan,  where  he  spent  his  the  Daughters  of  Liberty;  Friendship  Division, 

days.  He  attended  the  neighboring  district  Sons  of  Temperance;  president  of  the  Band  of 

school,  and,  under  his  father's  tuition,  was  Hope,  and  an  honorary  member  of  the  New  1 

thoroughly  inducted  into  the  mysteries  of  agricult-  Canaan  Fire  Department.  He  is  active  in  pro-  , 

ture  and  shoemaking,  which  he  followed  all  his  moting  the  interests  of  all  these  organizations,  , 

active  life,  living  on  the  paternal  homestead,  and  is  very  popular  among  his  fraternal  asso-  j 

On  March  31,  1851,  he  was  married,  at  Easton,  ciates.  ; 

Conn.,  to  Betsey  Banks,  daughter  of  Medad  , 

Banks,  a farmer  of  that  town,  and  by  this  union  i 

there  were  five  children,  as  follows:  Clarissa,  VrVLIJAH  P.  BROWN.  The  town  of  Green-  , 

who  is  the  wife  of  G.  F.  Johnson,  of  New  JE1 //  wich,  Fairfield  county,  was  settled  at  an  I 

Canaan;  Mary  F.,  Mrs.  Henry  E.  Johnson;  early  day  by  a most  intelligent  and  enterprising  s 

Henry  B.,  who  married  Rosa , and  died  class  of  citizens,  among  whom  were  the  ances-  t 

at  the  early  age  of  twenty-eight  years;  John  A.;  tors  of  our  subject,  now  a respected  resident  of  |; 

and  Freddie,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  father  New  Fairfield.  a 

died  in  May,  1884,  in  White  Oak  Shade.  He  James  Brown,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  n 

was  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  was  born  and  reared  in  Greenwich,  and  was  for  c 

Darien.  many  years  engaged  in  mercantile  business  there.  p 

John  A.  Weed  was  reared  on  the  home  farm.  His  wife’s  name  is  not  now  recalled,  but  it  is  { 

and  pursued  his  early  studies  in  the  district  known  that  they  had  one  child,  David,  bom  in  y 

school.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  be-  Greenwich  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  t 

came  a clerk  in  the  employ  of  S.  H.  Raymond  of  that  locality.  On  reaching  manhood  he  be-  V| 

(who  at  the  time  carried  on  a grocery  business  came  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  cloth,  and  j 

in  New  Canaan),  and  remained  with  him  five  for  many  years  he  conducted  a mill  for  that  par-  s 

years,  when  he  embarked  in  business  for  himself.  pose  at  Greenwich,  employing  about  twenty  t 

The  firm  of  Weed  & Wassing  (John  A.  Weed  and  hands.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  mano-  B 

john  M.  Wassing),  general  merchants,  was  facturer  in  the  United  States  to  make  blue  broad-  y 

formed  in  October,  1887,  and  continued  until  cloth.  It  cannot  now  be  positively  stated 

january,  1 891,  when  Mr.  Wassing  withdrew.  He  whether  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  Revolu- 

has  since  lived  in  Stamford.  Mr.  Weed  has  con-  tionary  war  or  not.  He  married  Miss  Deborah  1 

ducted  the  business  alone  for  the  past  seven  Jessup,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Jessup,  a prom-  J 

years,  keeping  a full  line  of  groceries,  flour,  feed,  inent  farmer  of  the  town  of  Greenwich,  and  j 

hay,  family  madicines,  oils,  mixed  paints,  crock-  thirteen  children  were  born  of  the  union,  as  fol-  j 

ery  and  hardware.  He  is  established  in  the  Com-  lows:  James,  David,  Robert,  Sarah,  Deborah,  j 

stock  building  in  New  Canaan,  and  receives  a Phoebe,  Martha,  Margaret,  Eliza,  Clara,  Anna,  „ 

large  share  of  the  custom  in  the  town  and  neigh-  William  and  Mary.  1 

boring  district.  His  business  is  constantly  in-  1 William  Brown  was  born  November  6,  1794-  | 

creasing,  and  he  is  entitled  to  no  unimportant  | in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  where  he  was  given  „ 

place  among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  his  town.  a good  practical  education  in  his  youth.  On  ^ 

Mr.  Weed  was  married,  September  jo,  1883,  leaving  school  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  f 

at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. , to  Hattie  E.  Gabriel,  which  he  followed  successfully  throughout  his  ( 

daughter  of  John  M.  Gabriel,  and  they  have  be-  active  business  career,  many  of  the  best  resi-  j 

come  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Harry  (who  dences  of  Greenwich  being  built  by  him.  Asa  , 

died  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  three  months),  citizen  he  was  held  in  high  esteem,  and  be  was  } 

Walter  Gabriel  (deceased  in  infancy),  Ernest,  J.  | frequently  chosen  to  fill  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
Floyd,  Harold,  Clarence,  and  Nellie  Frances,  sponsibihty  in  the  town.  In  politics  he  was  a , 

The  family  are  regular  attendants  and  supporters  strong  Democrat.  He  married  Miss  Sallie Betsey  j 

of  the  New  Canaan  Baptist  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Penney,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Abigail  (Heb-  1 

Weed  is  a prominent  member,  at  present  holding  bard)  Penney,  and  nine  children  blessed  the 

the  offices  of  clerk,  deacon  and  trustee  in  the  union:  Albert  J.  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  , 
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Greenwich,  and  afterward  served  an  apprentice- 
ship to  the  bricklayer’s  trade;  this  occupation  led 
him  to  various  places  where  large  structures  were 
being  erected,  and  he  met  his  death  at  Bridge- 
port while  employed  in  building  a hotel;  he  had 
a habit  of  walking  in  his  sleep,  and  one  night  he 
raised  a window  while  unconscious  and  fell  forty 
feet  to  the  ground,  his  injuries  resulting  fatally. 
Oliver  F.  attended  the  schools  of  Greenwich 
during  his  boyhood,  and  afterward  learned  the 
carpenters  trade  in  Danbury;  in  early  manhood 
he  went  West,  where  he  had  a varied  career, 
and  in  the  prime  of  life  he  was  killed  on  a rail- 
road while  in  the  employ  of  the  St.  Louis  Trans- 
fer Company;  after  his  removal  to  the  West  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Batterton.  by  whom  he  had 
four  children.  David  R.  received  a common- 
school  education  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  and 
then  learned  the  hatter’s  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  many  years;  after  twenty  years  passed 
as  superintendent  of  a large  hat  factory  belong- 
ing to  George  Cowperthwaite  & Co.,  he  became 
connected  with  the  American  Waterproof  Com- 
pany, at  Williamsburg,  N.  Y. ; but  during  the 
v,  ™ar  he  was  engaged  in  business  in  New 
YorkCuy  as  a fur  broker;  later  he  purchased  an 
estate  on  Greenfield  Hill,  this  county,  and  de- 
voted his  attention  to  farming;  he  married  Miss 
Juba  Donaldson  and  had  three  children.  Clar- 
issa A.  William  M.  Darius  P.  (i),  who  died  at  an 

marripf6  vi  DarwS  P'  ’ 3 res‘dent  of  Danbury, 
EhjahP  M'SS  Mary  ShUt‘  Hibbard  W-  and 


PEjrRME'  T,Ancestry  of  Edward  H.  Pearce, 
L ?uWnFairfieId’  Conn-  Contributed  bv 
Ed,Ward  H-  ?earce-  Alexander  Beebe,  of  Great 
^and  (d-  *623).  and  Elizabeth, 
m A f 33)’ h/d  a son>/r»  (d.  1634),  who 

.boo,  " I6a  a hsr Joh:1-  Jr- (b- 

Ampr,v,\  1 l6s°’  wb,le  on  bls  way  to 

mention*'  filed  in  Hartford.  Conn., 

ment,ons  w,fe  Rebekah  and  five  sons  and  two 

Broughton  7"!  them  Samuel,  baptized  in 
roughton,  Northampton,  England,  June  23, 

MaVi  J"Nfw  London,  Conn.,  ,7, 2),  m! 
l662)  (abn,'7°)’  dau-  of  William  (b.  1601,  d. 
Keney  ^ (b’  I599’  d'  ,66z)  Keeney  ox 

,686hem  cbi'dre”:oMary,  b.  abt.  1657,  d.  abt. 
Jr  b ahf3  1678  Aaron  Fountain;  Samuel, 
Rogers  6S9’  7'  Feb‘  9-  i68»-82,  Elizabeth 
Aaron  'rSusan.naA'  b ab*-  «66i,  m.  abt.  1688, 
1698  Ruth**''  William-  b-  abt.  .663,  m.  abt. 

fflDec  ,£g?l  AreS'  b’  abt'  ,665. 
3,  1685,  John  Daniels;  Nathaniel,  b. 


abt.  1667  [did  he  marry  Elizabeth  Wheeler  July 
2,  1697?];  Ann,  b.  abt.  1670,  m.  Apr.  23,  1700, 
Thomas  Crocker;  Johnathan,  b.  abt.  1673,  m.' 
abt.  1692  Bridget  Brockway;  Mercy,  b.  abt. 
1677,  m.  Apr.  8.  1702,  Richard  Tozor;  Thomas, 
b.  abt.  1680,  m.  Dec.  17,  1707,  Ann  Hobson. 
Aaron  Fountain  (above  mentioned),  first  heard 
of  in  New  London,  Conn.,  about  1680,  and  his 
second  wife,  Susannah  Beebe , had  a son,  Aaron, 
Jr.,  baptized  in  Fairfield,  Conn.,  June  5,  1698, 

m.  about  1719  Elizabeth , and  had  Hannah, 

b.  April  2,  1729,  m.  at  Greens  Farms,  Conn., 
Jan.  1,  1749-50;  Abel  (b.  1720),  son  of  David 
and  Sarah  ( Meeker ) Sherwood. 

Thomas  Sherwood,  of  Sherwood  Forest,  b. 
in  England  in  1586,  d.  at  Fairfield,  Conn.,  1655; 
came  from  Ipswich,  England,  with  his  wife, 

Alice  , and  children — Ann,  Rose,  Thomas 

and  Rebecca — in  the  ship  •' Frances,”  of  which 
Cutting  was  the  master  or  captain;  landed  at 
Cape  Cod  in  April,  1634. 

Thomas  Sherwood.,  Jr.,  b.  in  England  1624, 
d.  in  Fairfield,  Conn.,  1697,  was  the  first  miller 
on  Mill  river,  Fairfield;  came  from  Massachu- 
setts; was  in  Fairfield  as  early  as  1645;  bought 

land  in  Fairfield,  1653.  He  m.  (first) , dau. 

of  Thomas  and  Ann Wheeler;  m.  (second) 

Mary,  dau.  of  Benjamin  and  Mary Turney; 

m.  (third)  Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Cable,  Jr.; 
m.  (fourth)  Sarah,  dau.  of  Humphrey  and  Ann 
Hide,  and  widow  of  Johnathan  Fanton  and  Peter 
Coley.  (1  am  descended  from  Sarah  Hide 
through  her  first  husband,  Johnathan  Fanton,  on 
my  mother's  side). 

Thomas’ Sherwood,  Jr.,  left  fourteen  children 
— eight  by  his  first  wife  and  six  by  his  second 
wife.  Their  names  are  Jane,  Thomasine,  Marge- 
rite,  Sarah,  Hannah,  Rose,  Thomas,  Rebecca, 
Stephen,  Mathew,  Mary,  Ruth,  Abigail  and  Isaacs 

Isaac  Sherwood,  youngest  son  of  Thomas,  Jr. , 
and  Mary  {Turney)  Sherwood,  m.  Elizabeth, 
dau.  of  John  Jackson,  and  had  a son  David,  who 
m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  John  Meeker , and  had  a son 
Abel,  b.  Dec.  20,  1720,  d.  1761.  Abel  was  a 
soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  died 
from  a wound  received  in  the  service;  entered 
April  12,  1761,  discharged  Sept.  28,  1761;  Capt. 
Hobby,  6th  Company  2nd  Reg.,  Conn.  [See 
pay  rolls  in  State  Capitol,  Hartford.)  He  was  a 
New  Fairfield  man,  and  lived  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  town  near  Corner  Pond,  and  near  the 
northeastern  corner  of  the  “Betty”  Grant,  then 
part  of  Ridgefield,  but  now  (since  1846)  part  of 
Danbury,  on  what  is  known  as  the  Hubbel  farm, 
and  owned  at  present  (1897)  by  Nelson  L.  Fuller. 

The  children  of  Abel  and  Hannah  {Fountain) 
Sherwood  were:  Abel,  Jr.,  b.  1754  (d.  Oct.  14, 
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1819),  Molly  (or  Polly),  Jemimah,  Hannah  and 
Elijah.  Molly  m,  Phineas  Taylor,  of  Bethel, 
and  thus  became  the  grandmother  of  P.  T. 
Barnum,  the  great  showman.  Jemimah  m. 
Silas  Taylor,  a cousin  of  Phineas.  Hannah  m. 
Elisha  Clark,  of  Southington,  Conn.,  and  had 
several  children.  Elijah  is  supposed  to  have  died 
unmarried. 

After  the  death  of  Abel  Sherwood,  his  widow, 
Hannah  Fountain , m.  before  Feb.  12,  1762,  no 
doubt  in  New  Fairfield,  Conn  , Elisha,  Jr.  (b. 
June  25,  1731,  in  Sandwich,  Cape  Cod),  son  of 
Elisha,  Sr.,  and  grandson  of  John,  who  was  the 
son  of  Ezra  Perry.  The  children  of  Elisha,  Jr., 
and  Hannah  (Fountain)  Perry  were:  Amy  or 

Ruhamah  (b.  in  New  Fairfield,  Conn.,  June  6, 
1773),  John,  Cloe  and  Ann.  Amy  or  Ruhamah 
m.  about  1802,  Obediah  (b.  abt.  t 771),  son  of 
Isaac,  Jr.,  and  grandson  of  Isaac,  Sr.,  Chase, 
and  had  a dau.  Betsey  Goldsmith,  b.  October, 
1805.  who  m.  June  9,  1830,  Joseph,  son  of  John 
Maltby.  The  mother  of  Elisha  Perry,  Jr.,  was 
Ann  Saunders. 

Abel  Sherwood,  Jr.  (b.  1754),  was  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  was  with  Gen.  Richard 
Montgomery’s  expedition  against  Canada,  was  no 
doubt  one  of  his  aids-de-camp,  and  was  one  of 
the  two  men  who  caught  the  General  in  their 
arms  as  he  fell  at  Quebec  at  daybreak,  Dec.  31, 
1775.  He  was  a remarkably  strong  man,  saidto 
be  the  strongest  man  in  his  regiment.  He  was 
injured  by  falling  over  a fence  just  south  of  the 
Wilson  place  (now  owned  by  Oliver  D.  Taylor), 
and  died  in  a few  days  from  the  effects  of  the 
injury.  His  wife,  Kesiah  Hodge  (b.  1754),  was 
thrown  from  a horse’s  back  into  the  brook  near 
what  is  known  as  the  lane  bridge,  just  west  of  the 
old  Sherwood  homestead,  and  died  in  a few  days 
from  the  effects  of  the  fall. 

Abel  Sherwood.  Jr.,  m.  1775,  Kesiah,  dau. 
of  A bel and  Rebecca  ( Trowbridge ) Hodge.  Names 
and  dates  of  birth  and  death  of  their  children: 
Abel  Montgomery,  May  26,  1777.  Apr.  12,  1866; 
Elijah  Washington,  Feb.  8,  1780,  Sept.  26,  1 865  - 
Rebecca,  Sept.  10,  1782,  Feb.  22,  1825;  Thomas 
Wayne,  Sept.  20,  1784,  Nov.  27,  1841;  Noah 
Scuyler,  Oct.  26.  1787,  Oct.  8,  1873;  Hannah, 
May  17,  1789,  Feb.  5,  1875;  Laura,  Aug.  6 
1794.  Dec.  14,  1876. 

Abel  Montgomery  m,  Betsey,  dau.  of  Joseph 
Sr.,  and  Phebe  (Pepper)  Disbrow,  and  left  chil- 
dren, among  them  Louisa,  who  m.  Hiram  Hop- 
kms  of  New  Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  left  only  one 
child,  Lewis  LeGrand  Hopkins,  who  became  the 
first  mayor  of  the  city  of  Danbury,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent (1897)  judge  of  probate  for  the  District  of 
Danbury. 


Elijah  W.  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Joseph  Morgan, 
and  removed  to  Schuyler  county,  N.  Y. ; Noah 
S.  m.  Rebecca,  dau.  of  Squire  Whitlock,  and  re- 
moved to  Schuyler  county,  N.  Y.  Rebecca  m. 
Nathaniel  S.  Pearce;  Thomas  W.  m.  Jerusha, 
dau.  of  Timothy  and  Jerusha  (Barnum)  Benedict;. 
Hannah  m.  Habias,  son  of  Chauncev  Lacy; 
Laura  m.  Barnum,  son  of  Abner  Elwell. 

Thomas  Hodge,  supposed  to  have  been  born 
in  Branford.  Conn.,  1689,  removed  to  New  Fair-, 
field  when  quite  young,  and  became  one  of  the 
first  three  settlers  at  Ball’s  Pond.  One  of  the 
others  was  Allyn  Ball,  who  came  from  England 
abt.  1692.  The  Indian  name  of  Ball's  Pond  was 
Ha-lah-wah,  named  from  a medicine  man  who 
lived  on  the  mountain  bearing  that  name,  at  the 
north  end  of  the  lake. 

Thomas  Hodge  d.  1771.  His  wife,  Jane,  b. 
1693.  d.  1779.  They  had  several  children,  among 
them  Kesiah.  who  m.  Joseph  Barnum,  and  Abel, 
who  m.  Rebecca  Trowbridge,  and  had  children, 
as  follows:  Thaddeus,  Abel,  Jr.  (1730-1802), 

Kesiah  (1754-1823),  Rebecca,  Anna,  Phazina, 
Sybil,  Mary,  Keturah,  and  Thomas  (1764-1832), 
who  m.  Abigail,  dau.  of  Abner  Elwell.  and  had 
fourteen  children,  as  follows:  Anna,  1785;  Eber, 
1787;  Jabez,  1789;  Lewis,  1790;  Zadoc,  I792i- 
Sabina,  1794;  Abigail,  1795;  Pamela,  1 797  f 
Reuben,  1799;  Rebecca,  1801;  Thomas  K.,  1803; 
Sally,  1805;  Hiram,  1807;  and  Phebe,  1809. 

The  will  of  Abel  Hodge,  dated  May  24,  1 795> 
mentions  four  sons:  Abel,  Thomas,  Thaddeus- 
and  Daniel;  also  six  daughters:  Rebecca  (wife  to 
Benajah  Beardsley),  Kesiah  (wife  to  Abel  Sher- 
wood), Anna  (late  the  wife  of  Elijah  Sperry), 
Mary  (wife  to  Squire  Whitlock),  Sybil  (wife  to- 
Timothy  Driskill),  and  Forasina  (wife  to  William 
Bruster). 

Benjamin  Stevens,  who  settled  in  Danbury, 
Conn.,  some  time  before  1715,  and  built  the  first 
house  at  Mill  Plain,  had  previously  lived  in 
Darien,  Conn.,  and  Bedford,  Westchester  Co., 
N.  Y.  He  had  a son,  Nathaniel,  who  d.  in  1743- 
In  the  will  of  Nathaniel  Stevens,  dated  Febru- 
ary 1,  1743,  he  mentions  wife  Ruth  and  sons— 
Nathaniel,  Nathan,  Abraham,  Timothy,  John 
and  Ezra,  daughter  Hannah  and  granddaughter 
Elizabeth  Stevens.  His  seoond  son,  Nathan, 
had  a dau.  Phebe,  who  married 

David  Pearce,  who  was  a soldier  and  com- 
missary in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  after  our 
French  allies  arrived,  was  detailed  as  commis- 
sary and  conductor  of  the  supply  train  under 
LaFavette  in  his  marches  and  campaigns  from 
New  York  to  Yorktown,  at  the  capture  0 
Lord  Cornwallis.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  returned  to  his-  family.,,  and.  resided  in- 
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Danbury,  and  followed  farming  during  the  rest 
of  his  life.  He  lived  in  what  is  known  as 
Danbury  Boggs.  His  house  stood  on  the  ground 
now  occupied  by  the  barn  of  Benjamin  Rob- 
erts, and  opposite  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Gil- 
bert. He  was  a very  pious  and  exemplary  man, 
much  respected,  and  for  many  years  was  deacon 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  at  King  Street.  His 
grave  can  be  found  in  the  cemetery  near  that 
church. 

The  children  of  Deacon  David  and  Phebe 
{Stevens)  Pearce  were:  Aaron  (1762-1788) 

Joshua  (1765-1820),  David,  Jr.  (1774-1840)! 
Phebe  (1775-1793).  Nathaniel  Stevens  (1781- 
1822),  Caleb  (1788-1846),  Tamar  and  Elizabeth. 
■Of  these,  Aaron  and  Phebe  died  unmarried. 
Joshua  m.  Lanis  Lindley,  and  had  Lewis,  Hart, 
Mathew  L.  (perhaps  more).  Caleb  m.  Kesiah 
Benedict,  and  had  Elizabeth,  David  (1),  Jerusha, 
David  (2),  Phebe,  Hosea  Otis,  Achsah,  Lurana 
Ann,  Rachel  B..  an  infant  son,  and  Harriet  B. 

these,  Elizabeth  m.  Richard  Rockwell;  David 
c.  ' ?a,roline  Sellick;  Hosea  Otis  m.  Nancy 
one;  Achsah  m.  Reuben  Johnson;  Lurana  Ann 
"!RH'Ilar"  Pu’ling:  Harriet  B.  m.  John  M.  Signor, 
of  Bethel.  David  Pearce,  Jr.  (1774)  m.  Lucy, 

■da,u-  of  Tlm°thy  Benedict.  Tamar  married  Eli- 
jah Benedict.  Elizabeth  m.  Silas  Abbott. 
Nathaniel  Stevens  Pearce  (b.  1781)  m .Rebecca 

S v3U;  °}lAM  <b'  '754)  and  Kesiah  (b. 
// Skerw°od.  Their  children  were: 
(b‘  l8°3-  d-  *875),  Ambrose 

M^ry  (i&'szff  Harn'SOn  (,8,3-l8,6>-  and 

Alvah  S.  Pearce  m.  (first)  Jan.  20,  1825, 

(Nash^R  °f  Ebenefer  (b-  >772)  and  Betsey 
BaroT'  and  had  Amzi  Harrison,  b. 
b w7,  18281  stl11  Ilvin^  and  Betsey  Lavenda, 
Pearce  d'  iuiy  4'  l87°-  ^ Alvah  S. 

dauvhtJ na,T,ed  (second)  Sept.  26,  1838,  Ann, 
(StevenO  R Tladdeul  (b-  >778)  and  Abigail 
■d  iMni  and  had  Josephine  (b.  1840, 

v,  1 b9);  Thaddeus  Wavne  (b.  1843,  d.  1856) 
Valeria  (b.  1 845,  still  ]ivingV)(  Alvah  S.  Jr  (b. 

d 5i897)  ,Vlng)’  and  Elmer  Elsworth  (b  1862, 

Fran?,??'  P£rCt  (b'  ,8z8)'  m'  Dec-  2.  >849, 
{BradleJ?1?  ^ l8z8)’  dau-  °i  Ira  and  Betsey 
Franklin  rr,  TT'  and  tbey  bave  Benjamin 
25  1862  * v,  l854)’.and  Edward  Howes,  b.  May 
R P ’ tba  contn*5utor  of  this  article. 

Warren  ?"!5  ^1  ,PeJr“  m-  Harriet  Ida,  dau.  of 
Y.  and  ib  *?e  ,a  (Gree)  Gay,  of  Southeast,  N. 

‘b-  lulv  io^r  ave°ne  child,  Hortense  Octavia, 

scent  from  A?6'  ^ being  tbe  thirteenth  in  de- 
nt “°m  Alexander  Beebe. 

e sey  L.  Pearce  m.  Hendrick,  son  of  Towner 


(b.  1803)  and  Ann  (Hendricks)  Barnum,  and  left 
Harvey  Towner  (1865),  Flora  Lavenda  (1867), 
and  James  Howard  (1870). 

Josephine  Pearce  m.  John  Hull,  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Nichols)  Fanton,  and  left  Anna,  the 
wife  of  George  W.  Sayers,  of  Danbury,  Conn., 
and  Mary  Elizabeth,  still  unmarried. 

Valeria  Pearce  m.  Oliver  Dawson,'  son  of 
Ezra  and  Betsey  (Banks)  Taylor,  and  has  Jose- 
phine (widow  of  Samuel  T.  Penney),  Grace  and 
Oliver  P.  still  unmarried. 

Alvah  S.  Pearce,  Jr.,  m.  Harriet  Elizabeth, 
dau.  of  James  and  Sarah  (Haviland)  Partrick,  and 
has  Valeria  Christina  and  Leon,  both  unmarried 

(1897). 

Elmer  E.  Pearce  m.  Carrie  Jane,  dau.  of 
John  J.  and  Clarinda  (Wildman)  Durga,  and  left 
Anna  Clarinda. 

Ambrose  B.  Pearce  (b.  1805)  m.  Eveline, 
daughter  of  Thaddeus  and  Abigail  (Stevens)  Bar- 
num, and  had  Harriet  Ann,  Mary  Jane,  David, 
Ira  B.,  George  N.,  and  Philo  S.  Ira  B.  and 
Philo  S.  are  all  that  have  descendants  living. 

The  name  Barnum  was  originally  Barnham, 
meaning  “field  of  the  barn,”  and  our  first  Bar- 
num ancestor  was  Thomas  Barnham , who  after- 
ward spelled  his  name  Barnam,  and,  still  later  in 
life.  Barnum.  Born  in  England  about  1625,  d. 
in  Danbury,  Conn.,  December  26,  1695,  tbe  first 
of  the  original  eight  settlers  that  died.  He  is 
supposed  to  have  come  from  Danebury,  Eng- 
land. We  know  nothing  of  his  parentage,  but 
suppose  he  was  the  son  of  Sir  Richard  Barnham, 
a member  of  Parliament.  The  family  of  Barn- 
ham was  of  good  repute  and  high  standing,  some 
of  them  being  members  of  Parliament,  sheriffs, 
etc. 

Thomas  Barnum,  undoubtedly  the  ancestor 
of  all  the  Barnums  in  America,  came  to  this 
country  when  quite  young,  and  the  first  place 
where  he  is  known  to  have  settled  is  Springfield, 
Mass,  (then  known  as  Agawam),  abt.  1640. 
Springfield  was  for  a while  claimed  to  be  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Connecticut  Colony. 
About  1643  he  came  to  Fairfield.  Conn.,  and  re- 
moved to  Norwalk  about  1660,  where  he  was  ap- 
pointed tything  man  in  1661.  He  was  m.  twice, 
but  nothing  is  known  of  his  first  wife.  His 
second  wife  was  Sarah,  widow  of  John  Hurd,  of 
Stratford,  who  after  his  death  returned  to  Strat- 
field  in  Stratford,  where  she  died  in  1718,  aged 
seventy-six  years. 

Thomas  Barnum  had  five  sons  and  five 
daughters.  The  names  of  sons  in  order  of  their 
ages  were  Thomas,  Francis,  Richard,  John  and 
Ebenezer.  One  of  his  daughters  was  Hannah; 
names  of  others  unknown.  The  dates  of  birth 
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can  only  be  given  of  four  of  his  children. 
Thomas,  b.  July  9,  1663;  John,  Feb.  24,  1667; 
Hannah,  Oct.  29,  1680;  Ebenezer.  May  29,  1682. 

When  Danbury  was  settled  in  1684,  Thomas 
Barnum,  who  had  adopted  that  way  of  spelling 
in  Norwalk,  removed  to  Danbury  and  became 
one  of  the  eight  families  that  settled  that  town. 
They  settled  at  the  lower  or  south  end  of  what 
is  now  Main  street.  Thomas  Barnum  lived  a 
few  doors  north  of  what  is  now  South  street. 
Two  of  his  sons,  Richard  and  Francis,  afterward 
represented  Danbury  in  the  Colonial  Legislature. 

The  second  son  of  Thomas  Barnum,  whose 

name  was  Francis , m.  Mary  , and  had  six 

sons  and  one  daughter.  Sons  were  Isaac,  David, 
Samuel,  Thomas,  Nathan  and  Abel.  Abel  was 
the  last  grandson  of  the  first  Thomas,  and  d.  in 
New  Fairfield  May  26,  1799,  aged  eighty-two 
years.  His  wife  Ruth  d.  October  31,  1788,  aged 
seventy-two  years. 

Francis  Barnum  divided  property  by  deed 
among  six  sons,  Sept.  4,  1736,  and  d.  between 
then  and  May  20,  174a.  Nathan,  fifth  son  of 
Francis,  m.  Rebecca  Lockwood,  of  Norwalk.  He 
and  his  brother  Abel  removed  to  New  Fairfield 
in  1742.  Nathan  had  two  or  more  sons.  Nathan, 
Jr.,  who  was  a Tory,  m.  Mary  Wheeler,  of  New 
Fairfield  (after  the  war  he  settled  in  Canada), 
and  David  Barnum,  born  in  Danbury,  March 
20,  1733.  d.  in  New  Fairfield,  Jan.  28,  1822. 

David  Barnum,  fourth  in  descent  from  the 
first  Thomas  Barnham,  m.  July  13,  1756.  for  his 
first  wife,  Anna,  dau.  of  Samuel  Towner,  of  the 
upper  or  north  seven  miles  or  Society  of  New 
Fairfield  (incorporated  as  the  town  of  Sherman 
1802).  Names  and  dates  of  birth  and  death  of 
their  children:  Nathan,  Mar.  28,  1757,  Sept.  13, 
1758;  David,  Jr.,  Aug.  9,  1758,  Dec.  31,  1793; 
Rebecca,  Nov.  3.  1760,  Oct.  20.  1817;  Amy, 
Oct.  21,  1762,  Dec.  7,  1793;  Diantha,  Sept.  1 1 , 
1764,  Mar.  24,  1834. 

David  Barnum  m.  for  his  second  wife, 
Jcmimah,  dau.  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  and  Mehitablc 
(Peck)  Stevens  and  widow  of  Serajah  Beardsley. 
Names  and  dates  of  birth  and  death  of  their 
children:  Serajah  Beardsley,  Nov.  30,  1769, 
Feb.  16,  1831;  Samuel  Towner,  Nov.  18,  1770, 
Jan.  1 5.  1859;  Ebenezer,  Oct.  31,  1772,  Oct.  4, 
1846:  Jemimah,  May  12,  1775,  May  8,  1873; 
Thaddeus,  Feb.  8,  1778,  Aug.  13,  1825.  Me- 
hitable  (Peck)  Stevens  was  a dau.  of  Benjamin 
Peck  and  granddaughter  of  Henry  Peck,  who  set- 
tled in  New  Haven  as  one  of  the  first  settlers  in 
1638. 

The  children  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  and  Mehitabcl 
(Peck)  Stevens  were  Ebenezer,  Daniel,  Hezekiah, 
Joseph,  Mabel  (wife  of  William  Porter),  Mary 


(wife  of  Anthony  Wanzer),  Jemimah  (widow  of 
Serajah  Beardsley,  and  later  the  wife  of  David 
Barnum),  and  Esther  (wife  of  Alexander  Fair- 
child).  Capt.  Ebenezer  Stevens,  in  his  old  age 
m.  a widow  named  Esther  (do  not  know  her 
maiden  or  widow  name). 

David  Barnum  (b.  1733)  was  something  of  a 
wit  and  poet.  He  said  of  his  four  sons  by  his 
last  wife: 

One  was  a captain  [Serajah  B.], 

And  one  a " Squire.”  [Samuel  T.], 

One  was  a fool  [Ebeneur], 

And  the  other  a liar.  | Thaidev*.] 

The  second  child  of  David  Barnum  (David, 
Jr.)  m.  Ann,  dau.  of  Isaac  Hawley,  and  has  Silas, 
Enoch,  Ethiel,  Ebenezer  and  David  H.  The 
third  child  (Rebecca  L.)  m.  Henry  Disbrow,  and 
had  four  sons  (do  not  know  their  names).  The 
fourth  child  (Amy)  m.  John  Hendricks,  Jr.  The 
fifth  child  (Diantha)  m.  Gideon  Hubbel,  and  had 
no  children.  Capt.  Serajah  B.  Barnum  m. 
Rachel  Stevens  and  d.  without  children. 

Samuel  T.  Barnum,  familiarly  known  as 
“Squire”  Towner,  was  justice  of  the  peace  and 
town  clerk  many  years,  and  represented  New 
Fairfield  in  the  State  Legislature  eleven  terms. 
He  m.  Alice,  dau.  of  Captain  Eliakim  and  Anna 
( Whitlock)  Nash,  and  had  two  children:  David 
and  Betsey  (twins),  b.  April  27,  1794-  David 
became  a prominent  physician  of  New  Fairfield, 
and  m.  Lucenia,  dau.  of  David  and  Susannah 
(Nash)  Lane,  and  had  three  children:  Stansbury 
Lane  Barnum,  late  of  Chappaqua,  N.  Y.;  Samuel 
Alonzo,  of  Danbury,  Conn. ; and  Susan  Alice,  late 
of  New  Fairfield.  Betsey  Barnum  m.  Colonel 
Amzi,  son  of  Rev.  Medad  and  Rachel  (Baldwin) 
Rogers,  and  had  David  B.,  Samuel  T.,  Theodore 
D. , Elizabeth  A.,  Emily,  Harriet  and  Rachel. 

Edward  Nash,  an  early  settler  of  Norwalk, 
had  a son  John , supposed  to  have  been  the  first 
white  child  born  at  Norwalk,  who  m.  Mary 
Burly,  and  had  a son  John,  Jr.,  b.  at  Norwalk, 
Dec.  25,  j688,  who  m.  Abigail,  dau.  of  Eben- 
ezer Blakely,  of  New  Haven,  and  had  a son 
Ebenezer,  who  had  a son  Capt.  Eliakim  Nash, 
b.  at  Wilton,  Conn.,  who  m.  Anna  Whitlock 
and  had  Eliakim,  Jr.,  James,  Abel,  Alice  an 
Betsey. 

Ebenezer  Barnum  (b.  1772)  m.  Betsey,  dau. 
of  Capt.  Eliakim  Nash,  and  had  Amy  (b.  May 
to,  1801,  d.  May  14,  1838),  Towner(t8o3.  i875). 
Amasa  (1807,  1889),  Homer  B.  (1809,  1804)' 
Horace  (1811,  1872).  Eliakim  N.  Harvey  and 
Ebenezer,  Jr.  Ebenezer  Barnum  (1 772)  m' 
(second)  Rebecca,  dau.  of  Rev.  Uriah  Mead,  an 
had  George,  John  and  Luther  M.  Amy  Barnum 
(b.  1 80 1 ) m . A halt  S.  Pearce.  Thaddeus  Barnum 
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(b.  1778)  m.  (first)  Anna,  dau.  of  Dimon  and 
Charity  Wheeler  Bradley,  and  had  Dimon  B. , 
Ira  and  Willis.  Thaddeus  Barnutn  m.  (second) 
Abigail  Stevens,  and  had  Evaline,  Azor,  Ann, 
David  S.  and  Harriet.  Ira  Barnum  (b.  1803) 
m.  Betsey,  dau.  of  Eli  and  Hannah  {Fanton) 
Bradley,  and  had  one  child,  Frances  Jane,  who 
m.  Amzi  H.,  son  of  A hah  S.  and  Amy  ( Bar - 
mm)  Pearce.  Dimon  Bradley,  formerly  of  Red- 
ding, Conn.,  b.  Apr.  14,  1753,  d.  November  17, 
J785.  m.  Charity,  dau.  of  Enoch  and  Elizabeth 
Wheeler,  and  had  Anna,  who  m.  Thaddeus  Bar- 
num. and  Huldah,  who  d.  unmarried. 

John  Lacey,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Strat- 
field  Parish  (now  Bridgeport),  had  a son  Edward, 

who  m. Jackson,  and  had  a son  Edward,  Jr., 

who  m.  Abigail  Gregory,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  New  Fairfield.  They  had  a dau., 
Angarl  Lacey,  who  m.  Samuel  Wheeler,  and  had 
Jedediah,  Enoch.  Edward,  Samuel,  Jr.,  and  Anna 
(who  m.  James  Pardee). 

, Wheeler  (b.  1740,  d.  1811)  m.  Elisa- 

wM,  and  had  Huldah  (who  m.  Daniel  Stevens) 
and  Charity  (who  m.  Dimon  Bradley),  James, 

dricks)lah'  3nd  Elizabeth  (who  James  Hen- 

Johnathan  Fanton  m.  Sarah,  widow  of  Peter 
°/y-?nd  dau.  of  Humphrey  and  Ann  Hide, 
and  had  a son  John,  baptized  in  Fairfield,  Conn., 
October  10,  1708,  who  m.  October  28,  1732, 
and  ^ad  Johnathan,  b.  at  Green- 
fie)d  HiH,  Conn.,  November  14,  .738,  d.  Nov. 

L,  m-  Betscy . and  had  Abel,  Mary, 

r>  . an  ’ E®VI>  Johnathan,  Jr.,  Simeon,  and 
eetsey  and  Hannah  (twins),  born  February  1 7, 

‘ r>-  Hannah  died  February  23,  1824. 

Blip  hale  t Bradley  (b.  1761,  d.  1813)  m 
fc„an<|  had,^(b.  .786.  d.  ,826,)  Alba 
,79^  S3 ’ c n an  (‘797-1843).  Morris  S. 
PaZL  &7  h SaI17  ( 1 794- 1 868).  EH  m.  Hannah 
on,  and  had  Betsey  (b.  1809,  d.  1866) 

and  Ln*’  Ellpbalet  H->  Johnathan  H..  Leander 
Ira  °renf  P,°W'  Betsey  Bradley  (b.  1 809)  m. 
Fran?  °/f  Thaddeus  Barnum  (1778),  and  had 

h>w  BVa*w-whoJm-  Amsi  H-  Pearce'  and 

■ Franklin  and  Edward  Howes  Pearce. 

mv  anrl!!^  spe"t  considerable  time  in  tracing 

have  1^7’  a"d  bein§  desirous  that  the  data  I 

the  benpfi.  3rf  obtained  sl,all  be  perpetuated  for 

mavbenf  0.  gennrations  to  come  to  whom  it 

an  AutnK*  lntereLst-  1 contribute  this  article  not  as 

loeical  rp'°g!iaphy  but  0n  acconnt  of  the  Genea- 
‘ogical  records  it  contains. 

extend  mv'tlf1  acknowledge  my  gratitude  and 
in  this  3nkS  l<?  many  who  have  assisted  me 
. especially  my  old  and  esteemed 


friends  and  kinsman,  Theodore  D.  Rogers,  of 
Norwalk,  William  A.  Eardley- Thomas,  editor  of 
the  Genealogical  department  of  the  “Connecticut 
Quarterly,”  Judge  Lewis  L.  Hopkins,  of  Dan- 
bury, and  many  others. — E.  H.  P. 


LVAH  S.  PEARCE.  Alvah  Sherwood 
Pearce  was  born  May  9.  1803,  on  the 
north  side  of  Clapboard  Ridge,  about  a quarter 
of  a mile  southeast  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
at  King  Street,  Danbury,  Conn.,  in  a house  that 
stood,  until  1893.  on  the  ground  now  occupied 
by  a barn  on  the  farm  owned  at  present  (1897) 
by  John  Fry. 

Mr.  Pearce  was  a self-educated  man,  having 
attended  the  district  school  only  a few  months. 
When  about  nine  years  old  he  lived  with  his 
uncle,  Caleb  Pearce,  for  a while.  When  about 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  sea,  and  made 
one  voyage  to  the  West  Indies.  While  on  the 
way  home  the  ship  went  to  pieces  in  a storm  off 
the  Barnegat  coast,  in  which  the  entire  crew 
came  near  losing  their  lives.  This  experience 
ended  his  career  as  a sailor. 

In  1819,  his  father,  Nathaniel  S.  Pearce,  pur- 
chased the  old  Hodge  homestead  on  the  west 
side  of  Ball’s  Pond  in  New  Fairfield;  Conn.,  of 
Daniel  Hodge,  whose  grandfather,  Thomas 
Hodge,  settled  there  as  one  of  the  first  settlers 
about  1710.  (Daniel  Hodge  was  an  uncle  of  A. 
S.  Pearce’s  mother).  Here  his  father,  Nathaniel 
S.,  died  in  1822.  After  the  death  of  his  mother 
in  1825,  he  came  into  possession  of  the  farm, 
and  soon  after  started  a country  store,  doing 
quite  an  extensive  business  until  his  death  in 
1875.  For  many  years  he  ran  a market  wagon 
to  Peekskill-on-the-Hudson,  a distance  of  twenty- 
eight  miles,  taking  sumac,  grain,  calves,  poultry, 
eggs,  butter,  etc.,  to  the  sloop,  and  shipping 
them  to  New  York  City,  and  bringing  back  mo- 
lasses, rum,  salt,  dry  goods,  etc.  About  1830  he 
started  a comb  shop,  employing  five  or  six  hands, 
and  continued  in  the  business  about  ten  years. 
For  over  twenty  years  he  followed  the  business 
of  cattle  drover  in  company  with  Col.  Amzi 
Rogers,  handling  from  one  to  four  droves  of 
from  one  to  four  hundred  head  each  every  year, 
often  going  far  into  the  Canadas,  when  it  took 
four  weeks  to  drive  the  cattle  home.  He  acted 
as  surveyor  when  the  line  between  Danbury  and 
New  Fairfield  was  run  about  1836,  assisted  by 
the  venerable  Thomas  Hoyt,  who  is  still  (1897) 
living  at  King  Street,  aged  ninety-one  years. 

Alvah  S.  Pearce  was  a very  public-spirited 
man,  noted  for  sound  judgment  and  strict  integ- 
rity, and  was  appraiser  on  and  administrator  of  a 
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great  many  estates.  For  several  years  he  was  a 
director  of  the  National  Pahquioque  Bank  of 
Danbury,  and  at  his  death  was  a director  of  the 
Danbury  National  Bank.  He  was  very  instru- 
mental in  having  a post  office  established  at  Ball’s 
Pond,  and  was  postmaster  from  the  establish- 
ment of  the  office  (his  commission  is  dated  March 
12,  1851)  until  his  death,  when  his  son,  Amzi  H., 
was  appointed,  and  held  the  office  until  it  was 
discontinued,  November  15,  1893.  In  politics 
he  was  a Whig  until  the  formation  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  when  he  became  a stanch  Repub- 
lican. He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years,  and  held  several  town  offices.  His 
family  record  will  be  found  in  the  Ancestry  of 
Edward  H.  Pearce,  immediately  preceding. 


€APTAIN  FREDERICK  J.  BRECKBILL  is 
one  of  the  leaders  among  the  younger  busi- 
ness men  of  Bridgeport,  and  his  successful  career 
shows  that  he  possesses  the  acumen  and  enter- 
prise which  characterize  the  typical  American. 
He  comes  of  good  German  stock,  his  great- 
grandfather. who  settled  in  Lebanon  county, 
Penn. , 1 742,  having  been  born  in  the  Fatherland. 

Frederick  J.  Breckbill,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  born  and  reared  in  Lebanon  county, 
Penn.,  but  made  his  home  in  later  life  upon  a 
farm  near  Shelby,  Richland  Co  , Ohio.  He 
married  a Miss  Fletcher,  a descendant  of  the  Mr. 
Fletcher  who  was  associated  with  Rev.  John 
Wesley  in  founding  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Six  children  were  born  of  this  union: 
Bina,  a resident  of  Columbus  Grove,  Ohio;  John; 
William;  Jonathan  Z. ; H.  T..  a physician,  at 
Columbus  Grove,  Ohio;  and  Alice. 

Capt.  Jonathan  Z.  Breckbill,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  at  Shelby,  Ohio,  in  1844, 
and  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  old  homestead, 
his  early  education  being  obtained  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  locality.  In  1 86 1 he  enlisted  in 
Company  I.  32nd  O.  V.  I.,  and  after  serving 
throughout  the  war  he  returned  to  Shelby. 
Farm  life  being  uncongenial,  he  took  a course  in 
the  Eastman  Business  College,  at  Poughkeep- 
sie, N.  Y.,  and,  as  he  proved  an  able  scholar, 
soon  found  employment  as  freight  agent  for  the 
New  York  Central  railroad  at  that  point,  later  | 
becoming  the  local  agent  for  the  Buckeye  Mow-  I 
ing  Machine  Company.  He  always  retained  his  I 
interest  in  military  affairs,  and  from  187410  1879  1 
served  as  captain  of  Company  A,  21st  Regiment  I 
N.  Y.  N.  G , now  known  as  the  15th  Separate 
Company.  Socially,  he  was  held  in  high  es- 
teem, and  he  belonged  to  various  orders,  in-  | 
eluding  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  I 


and  the  Loyal  Legion.  His  death  occurred  at 
his  home  in  Poughkeepsie  in  1882.  His  wife, 
Emma  Catherine  Atkins,  who  died  at  Pough- 
keepsie in  1891,  was  a daughter  of  JohnS.  At- 
kins, a well-known  citizen  of  that  place.  Of  their 
eight  children  three  are  now  living:  Frederick 
J.,  McPherson  and  Emma  Catherine. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  19, 1 868,  at  Shelby, 
Ohio.  His  boyhood  was  spent  chiefly  at  Pough- 
keepsie, and  he  was  educated  at  Pelham  Insti- 
tute and  Riverview  Military  Academy.  On  leaving 
school,  in  1882,  he  went  to  Columbus  Grove, 
Ohio,  where  he  made  "his  home  with  his  uncle, 
Dr.  H.  T.  Breckbill,  for  about  two  years,  and 
after  returning  to  Poughkeepsie  he  began  to  learn 
the  jeweler’s  trade  with  Mr.  Van  Keuren,  with 
whom  he  remained  five  years,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  going  to  New  York  City  to  take  a position 
in  the  jewelry  store  of  Smith  & Sturges.  Later 
he  spent  five  years  with  F.  L.  Wilson,  a jeweler 
at  Danbury,  Fairfield  county,  and  in  1893  he 
opened  his  present  store  on  Main  street,  Bridge- 
port. For  some  time  he  had  a partner,  the  firm 
being  Breckbill  & Benedict,  but  since  November 
28,  1896.  he  has  conducted  the  business  alone. 
As  a citizen  he  is  public-spirited,  and  during  bis 
residence  in  Poughkeepsie  he  was  connected  with 
the  Davy  Crockett  Hook  & Ladder  Company. 
He  has  evidently  inherited  the  military  ardor  and 
ability  of  his  father,  and  on  November  24,  189*' 
he  enlisted  at  Bridgeport  in  Company  G,  4^ 
Regiment  Conn.  N.  G.  His  advancement  was 
rapid,  and  in  February  16,  1892,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  post  of  first  lieutenant,  which  he 
resigned  July  12,  1893.  On  July  1 7 of  that  year 
he  was  appointed  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  of 
the  First  Battalion  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  and 
on  February  8,  1897,  he  was  made  captain  and 
adjutant  of  the  same  regiment.  Socially  the 
Captain  is  prominent,  and  he  is  a member  of  Hams 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Bridgeport;  Wooster 
Lodge,  K.  P.  .at  Danbury;  Court  Marion,  Forest- 
ers of  America;  and  Gilmore  Council,  Royal 
Arcanum. 


B YRON  DEXTER.  This  name  stands  as  a 
I synonym  for  dauntless  courage  and  enter- 
prise, and  the  career  of  the  man  who  bears  it  15 
regarded  as  marvelous  even  among  the  energetic 
and  able  business  men  of  Danbury.  Five  times 
has  Mr.  Dexter  commenced  business  as  a hat 
manufacturer,  and  four  times  has  his  plant  an 
stock  been  destroyed  by  fire,  entailing  heavy  losS’ 
vet  these  disasters  only  temporarily  hindered  him, 
for  at  present  he  owns  and  operates  two  of  t t 
largest  and  best-equipped  factories  in 
bury. 
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Mr.  Dexter  is  a direct  descendant  of  Dr. 
Henry  Dexter,  one  of  the  voyagers  on  the  “ May- 
flower," and  can  trace  his  own  physical  and  men- 
tal stamina  to  a hardy  and  long-lived  ancestry. 
His  grandparents,  Morris  and  Mary  (Purdy)  Dex- 
ter, attained  unusual  length  of  lile,  the  former 
dying  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight,  and  the  latter 
when  ninety-two.  Leonard  Dexter,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  April  6,  1829,  in  Somers, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and,  although  a stone 
mason  by  trade,  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  throughout  his  active  life.  He  married 
Miss  Frances  Losee,  who  was  born  March  8, 
1839,  at  Croton  Falls,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y., 
a daughter  of  James  and  Rebecca  (Smith)  Losee, 
and  six  children  graced  their  union:  Henrietta. 
Byron,  Ferdinand.  Frances,  Phoebe  and  Nellie. 
The  parents  are  yet  living,  being  honored  citizens 
of  Danbury,  with  residence  at  No.  40  Pleasant 
street,  corner  of  Park  avenue. 

Leonard  Dexter,  during  the  great  Civil  war  in 
this  country,  did  credit  to  his  ancestry  by  a long, 
active  and  honorable  service — from  1862  to  1865, 
in  fact,  "till  there  was  no  more  fighting  to  be 
done.”  On  August  15,  1862,  he  entered  the 
Union  army  by  enlisting  in  Company  G,  Sixth 
N.  Y.  V.  H.  A.  (known  as  the  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-fifth  N.  Y.  V.  I.  until  October  3,  1862), 
which  was  mustered  in  at  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  Sep- 
tember 2,  1862;  moved  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1862.  He  served  in  the  Railroad 
Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  Middle  Depart- 
ment, until  March,  1863;  in  the  Second  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Eighth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, until  August,  1863;  in  the  Reserve  Artil- 
lery, Army  of  the  Potomac,  until  April,  1864;  in 
the  First  Brigade,  Artillery  Reserve,  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  until  May,  1864;  in  Independence 
Brigade,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  until  May  30,  1864; 
in  the  Heavy  Artillery  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Fifth  Army  Corps,  until  July  6,  1 864 ; in  the  First 
Brigade.  Hardin's  Division,  Twenty-second  Army 
Corps,  Defenses  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  until  Sep- 
tember 27,  1 864;  in  the  First  Brigade,  Kitching’s 
Provisional  Division,  Army  of  the  Shenandoah, 
until  December,  1864;  and  in  the  Second  Brig- 
ade, Terrero's  Division,  Army  of  the  James,  until 
August,  1865. 

The  following  is  a detailed  account  of  Mr. 
Dexter’s  service  : 1862 — Duty  at  Baltimore, 

Md.,  until  December  22;  operations  against 
Stuart,  October  9-1 2;  Companies  L and  M joined 
the  regiment  in  December.  1863 — Duty  in  the 
defenses  of  Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  until  June 
29;  duty  at  Frederick,  Md.,  until  July  9;  marched 
to  Turner’s  Gap,  South  Mountain,  July  9;  joined 
the  Third  Army  Corps,  near  Jones’  Cross  Roads, 


July  to;  operations  near  Williamsport,  July  12- 
14;  marched  to  Burnside’s  Bridge,  Antietam 
Creek,  July  15;  marched  to  near  Sandy  Hook. 
July  16,  and  to  near  Hillsboro,  July  18;  marched 
by  way  of  Wood  Grove  to  Upperville,  Va., 
July  19-20;  and  by  way  of  Linden  to  Manassas 
Gap,  July  23;  marched  near  Warrenton,  July  25; 
detached  as  ammunition  guard.  Reserve  Artil- 
lery, until  April,  1 864;  Bristoe  Campaign,  October 
9-22;  operations  on  Mine  Run,  from  November 
26  to  December  2.  1864 — Campaign  from  Rapi- 
dan  river  to  Petersburg,  May  14 — June  16  ; battle 
of  the  Wilderness,  May  5-7;  battle  of  Spottsyl- 
vania,  C.  H.,  May  8-21;  the  Salient  (Bloody 
Angle),  May  12;  battle  of  Harris  House,  May 
19  (Po  river);  North  Anna  river,  May  22-26; 
Jericho  Mills,  May  23;  recrossed  the  North  Anna 
river,  at  Tuarle’s  Mills,  May  27;  crossed  the  Pa- 
mukey  river,  at  Hanovertown,  May  28;  battle 
of  Totopotomoy,  May  28-31;  battles  of  Cold 
Harbor,  June  1-12;  Bethesda  Church,  June  3; 
flank  movement  on  Petersburg  June  12-16; 
siege  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  June  16 
— August  13;  assault  on  Petersburg,  June  17- 
18;  moved  to  Washington.  D.  C.,  August  13-14; 
and  duty  in  the  defenses  north  of  the  Potomac 
river,  until  September  23;  battle  of  Cedar  Creek, 
Va.,  October  19;  duty  in  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley, until  December.  1865 — Siege  of  Peters- 

burg and  Richmond,  December,  1864,  to  April; 
fall  of  Petersburg,  April  2;  duty  at  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  Petersburg  until  July;  mustered  out 
of  the  service  near  Washington,  D.  C. , August 
24,  1865.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Spottsyl vania,  May  12,  1864,  by  a gunshot  in 
the  left  shoulder. 

Byron  Dexter,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  January  16,  1858,  at  North 
Salem,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
ceived a somewhat  limited  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  When  he  was  ten  years  old  he 
went  to  work  upon  a neighboring  farm  on  the  un- 
derstanding that  he  should  receive  his  board  and 
clothes,  as  well  as  three  months’  schooling  in 
each  year.  After  spending  some  six  years  in 
this  manner  he  in  1874  went  to  Danbury,  and 
there  secured  work  with  Bradley  Keeler,  a farmer 
in  that  vicinity,  at  $8  per  month.  Soon  there- 
after becoming  acquainted  with  some  hatters  in 
that  city,  and  the  mention  0/  their  comparatively 
high  wages  deciding  him  to  endeavor  to  better 
his  condition  if  possible,  lie  seized  the  first  op- 
portunity that  offered,  and  entered  a hat  factory 
as  an  apprentice.  So  diligent  was  he  that  in  a very 
short  time  he  headed  the  list  of  rapid  and  accu- 
rate workmen.  For  seven  years  he  worked  at 
the  trade,  in  the  meantime  saving  most  of  his 
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earnings,  and  in  the  spring  of  1882  he  began  the 
manufacture  of  stiff  hats  in  a shop  on  North 
Main  street,  Danbury.  His  start  was  an  exceed- 
ingly modest  one,  but  he  rapidly  increased  the 
business,  and  had  reached  a highly  prosperous 
condition  when,  on  the  morning  of  November  2, 
1882,  the  entire  factory  with  the  stock  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  Nothing  daunted,  however,  he 
at  once  rented  a part  of  Lacy  & Downes’  factory, 
and  continued  his  work,  but  on  the  night  of 
February  l,  1883,  he  was  again  burned  out. 
Again  he  lost  no  time  in  securing  a new  start, 
renting  a factory  on  the  old  site,  and  five  months 
later,  when  every  department  of  the  plant  was 
in  complete  working  order  and  running  in  its  full 
capacity,  the  factory  caught  fire  from  an  oil 
singer,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  was  burned  to  the 
ground,  some  of  the  employes  narrowly  escaping 
with  their  lives. 


1896,  Mr.  Dexter  increased  the  capacity  of  his 
business  plant  by  purchasing  from  Sfieather  & 
Sanford,  of  New  York  City,  the  large  building 
known  as  the  John  W.  Green  factory,  and  since 
that  time  both  factories  have  been  run  on  full 
time,  employing  from  six  hundred  to  seven  hun- 
dred men  and  women. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  Mr.  Dexter’s  keen 
and  active  mentality  has  had  the  support  of 
sound  physique.  He  attributes  his  good  health 
to  his  temperate  habits,  which  have  left  unim- 
paired the  sound  constitution  with  which  nature 
blessed  him.  In  all  his  life  he  has  never  taken 
a glass  of  intoxicating  liquor  of  any  kind,  nor  has 
he  used  tobacco  in  any  form.  He  has  made  a 
point  of  laying  aside  each  year  in  a savings  bank 
the  money  which  might  have  been  spent  by  him 
in  these  indulgences,  and  this  fund  now  amounts 
to  more  than  nine  thousand  dollars. 


After  this  calamity,  Mr.  Dexter  decided  to  1 Socially,  Mr.  Dexter  is  an  active  member  of 
secure  a different  location,  and  accordingly  rented  the  National  Manufacturers  Association,  and  he 
a lactory  on  Center  street,  where  for  five  years  is  a thirty-second  degree  Freemason;  in  politics 
he  enjoyed  a profitable  business.  As  it  devel- 
oped, however,  he  realized  the  need  of  larger 
and  more  convenient  quarters,  and  on  October  j, 

1888,  he  purchased  the  building  on  Pauquique 
avenue  formerly  known  as  the  Gardner  & Dudley  I and  sympathetic,  a firm  and  enduring  friend,  he 
factory.  He  then  prepared  himself  for  a still  I is  held  in  the  highest  regard  by  a wide  circle  of 
further  extension  of  business,  which  there  was  | friends. 

every  reason  to  expect,  but  on  the  night  of  Au-  

gust  12,  1889,  some  incendiaries  entered  the 

place,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a watch-  /^'EORGE  MACKAY  HUBBARD  (deceased) 
man  was  on  duty,  they  succeeded  in  starting  a was  a member  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 

fire,  and  in  less  than  two  hours  the  building  was  Fairfield  county,  a family  whose  descendants 
in  ruins.  Three  hundred  and  fifty  employes  were  have  played  well  their  part  in  professional  and 
thus  deprived  of  work,  and  Mr.  Dexter  sustained  business  circles,  as  well  as  in  social  life. 


he  is  a Republican,  and  to  all  this  it  may  truth- 
fully be  added  that  he  is  a generous  but  un- 
ostentatious friend  of  every  good  cause.  In 
I manner  pleasant  and  genial,  in  disposition  kindly 


a loss  which  was  admitted  by  the  insurance 
adjusters  to  be  at  least  thirty  thousand  dollars 
above  his  insurance.  In  the  previous  fires  his 
losses  had  reached  from  two  to  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  above  the'  amount  of  his  policies.  He 
was  not  the  man  to  permit  this  later  and  larger 
disaster  to  discourage  him,  for  in  less  than  forty- 
eight  hours  he  had  given  orders  to  clear  away  the 
debris  and  prepare  for  the  erection  of  a new 
building.  By  October  1,  1889,  he  had  the  finest 
factory  in  the  city  all  ready  for  business,  and  for 
the  past  eight  years  he  has  conducted  a large  and 
constantly  growing  trade  there.  The  fire-fiend 
has  since  left  him  unmolested,  and  his  most 
serious  misfortune  was  the  loss  of  $5,700  on  the 
first  bill  of  goods  shipped  from  the  new  factory  I 
twenty-five  days  after  its  opening.  The  con-  j 
signee  of  this  large  order  never  paid  for  it,  and  j 
under  all  circumstances  the  loss  was  a severe  I 
one,  and  no  doubt  would  have  prostrated  a man  i 
of  less  force  of  character  and  will.  On  July  6,  j 


Born  June  10,  1810,  in  Stamford,  George 
Mackay  Hubbard  was  a son  of  Dr.  Nathaniel 
Hubbard  and  a grandson  of  Dr.  Henry  Hubbard, 
whose  professional  careers  stand  conspicuous 
among  those  of  the  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession whose  lives  were  contemporaneous  with 
theirs.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Hubbard  practiced  bis 
profession  in  Carmel,  N.  Y.,  also  at  Greenwich, 
Conn.,  and  in  1790  established  himself  at  Hub- 
bard’s Corners,  in  the  western  part  of  the  town 
of  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.  In  the  vigor 
of  his  manhood  he  was  a forceful  character,  both 
mentally  and  physically  strong,  especially  gifted 
in  the  sense  of  memory,  and  was  noted  for  un- 
usual powers  of  observation,  which  served  him 
well  in  life  work.  He  had  a successful  career, 
enjoying  a large  practice  and  ranking  high  in  t e 

profession.  His  wife,  formerly  Mary  Mackay,  to 

whom  he  was  married  by  Rev.  P.  Buffet,  pastor 
of  the  Church  at  Stamford,  bore  him  children  as 
follows:  Archibald,  born  October  14,  '79  1 
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Henry,  born  August  17,  1800;  Alexander,  born 
June  3,  1804;  Mary,  born  October  28,  1806; 
John  W.,  born  May  26,  1808;  George  Mackay,’ 
born  June  10,  1810;  Eleanor,  born  October  io, 
1812  (now  a resident  of  Harlem,  N.  Y.);  Sarah 
T born  February  17,  1815  (now  a resident  of 
Ashtabula,  Ohio);  Cornelia,  born  May  16,  1817; 
William,  born  July  24,  1819;  and  Francis,  born 
August  17,  1821. 

George  Mackay  Hubbard  passed  his  boyhood 
in  Bangall  District,  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  and 
there  received  his  schooling.  For  almost  half  a 
century  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
in  the  district  named,  and  then  in  1851  he  re- 
moved to  the  Lockwood  homestead,  where  he 
continued  the  life  of  a farmer,  meeting  with  the 
success  his  worthy  life  and  industrious  habits 
merited.  He  was  a God-fearing  and  law-abiding 
citizen,  correct  in  his  daily  walk  and  just  and  up- 
right in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellowmen.  He 
passed  away  May  1,  1881,  beloved  and  respected 
hy  the  community  at  large. 

On  May  4.  1835,  at  Stamford,  Mr.  Hubbard 
was  marned  t0  Miss  Rache,  June>  daughter  of 

Em  and  Sally  (Hoyt)  June,  residents  of  Stam- 
, I o this  union  were  born  children  as  fol- 
\\rn-  Emily 's  a resident  of  Stamford;  George 
S™  Alice  M.  Girling  (he  died  in 

, l)'  and  Sallie  married  George  Rosevelt, 

the  fifth  SS  a/  ^tam*or<E  b's  political  views 
he  father  of  this  family  was  first  a Whig,  later 

Repubhcan.  The  widow  and  children,  after 
wherf  ,h  Cont,I?ued  t0  reside  at  the  old  home, 

1 0-0  h.?  mother  passed  to  her  rest  May  5, 

9 . at  the  age  of  almost  eighty- two  years. 


^ decease(E  ‘‘The  authentic 

riencePo,mhet?f  a"y  human  beinp’s  life  and  exPe' 
that  rf  4 t0  P°ssess  an  interest  greatly  beyond 

realitv  -- c°'  "?asmuch  as  * has  the  charm  of 
the  varfnn  1°  Wnt-es  a we|I-k"own  author,  and  in 
found  amSi  ls.ton.es  ’n  this  volume  there  will  be 
following  6 Justlfication  i°r  his  thought.  The 
°ur  sub!  CCa°Unt  W1“  be  of  esPecial  interest,  as 
a man  ih  ’ Pro?Vnent  resident  of  Bethel,  was 
who  made  his  own  way  in  life. 

‘own  of  n°Stkr  Was  born  0ctober  >6,  1824,  in  the 
Sen  lv  FairfieldCo-’  Conn.,  and  con- 

years  vet  h^aSled  tbe  ordinary  limit  of  man’s 
as  bri'pht  QIS  ° 6e^S  remainec^  ruddy  and  his  eyes 
almost  th»  eTT’  a snowy  crown  of  hair  being 

aSvetr1,y  S,f  °f  age-  He  was  always 

decease  'D  business  UP  to  ‘he  time  of  his 

°f  his  saira^  * 1S  saccess  was  sufficient  evidence 
originate/  f yi?nd,  enerS>-  The  Foster  family 
n England,  whence  our  subject's 


grandfather,  Benjamin  F.  Foster,  for  whom  he 
was  named,  came  at  an  early  day  and  settled  in 
Danbury,  engaging  in  carpentering.  He  married 
Miss  Susan  Pickett,  a native  of  Redding,  Fair- 
field  county,  and  they  had  four  children:  Alan- 

son,  our  subject’s  father;  Edward,  born  in  1809, 
who  died  in  1891 ; David,  bom  in  1817, who  died 
in  1896;  and  Mary  Ann,  deceased,  who  was  born 
m 1828,  and  married  Col.  George  S.  Crofut,  who 
died  in  April,  1884, 

Alanson  Foster  was  born  April  16,  1803,  in 
the  town  of  Danbury,  and  after  obtaining  a com- 
mon-school education  there  learned  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade  with  his  father,  following  this  business 
successfully  all  his  life,  first  in  Danbury  and  later 
in  the  town  of  Redding,  where  he  located  in  1824. 
In  politics  he  was  a Whig,  but  he  did  not  aspire 
to  public  honors.  On  December  17,  1823,  he 
was  married  in  Redding  to  Miss  Polly  Stone,  who 
was  born  November  11,  1803,  daughter  of  Levi 
Stone,  a well-known  resident  of  that  town.  She 
died  September  23,  1868,  and  Mr.  Foster’s  death 
occurred  December  13,  1870.  Both  were  devout 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
were  held  in  high  esteem  among  their  associates. 
Of  their  four  children  our  subject  was  the  eldest, 
the  others  being  Levi,  born  July  13,  1826,  who 
died  August  3,  of  the  same  year;  Angeline,  born 
September  13,  1827,  now  the  widow  of  H.  D. 
Taylor,  of  Bethel;  and  Susan,  born  April  21, 
1837- 

Mr.  Foster’s  education  was  secured  in  the 
district  schools  of  Redding,  and  at  an  early  age 
he  began  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade  under  his 
father’s  instruction.  When  he  was  twenty  years 
old  his  father  gave  him  his  time  and  he  went  to 
Milltown,  N.  Y. , where  he  was  employed  during 
1845,  on  his  return  home  engaging  at  work  with 
his  father  until  1857,  when  he  removed  to  Wes- 
ton and  formed  a partnership  with  Platt  Keeler 
which  continued  about  three  years.  In  i860  Mr. 
Foster  located  in  Danbury,  where  he  lived  in  the 
house  in  which  he  was  born  until  the  spring  of 
1865,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Ridge- 
field. In  the  spring  of  1869  he  returned  to  Dan- 
bury, and  in  1876  he  settled  in  Bethel,  where  he 
ever  afterward  resided.  In  August,  1875,  he  be- 
came a partner  of  Col.  George  S.  Crofut  in  the 
coal  and  wood  business  and  also  in  trucking,  but 
in  1884  he  sold  his  interest  to  Colonel  Crofut,  and 
from  that  time  on  engaged  in  trucking  and  deal- 
ing in  wood.  About  seven  o’clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  March  1,  1897,  Mr.  Foster  was  stricken 
with  apoplexy,  and  died  immediately. 

On  January  1 1,  1847,  Mr.  Foster  was  married, 
at  Ridgefield,  to  Miss  Mary  Keeler,  a daughter 
of  Bradley  Keeler.  She  died  March  17,  1894, 
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leaving  the  memory  of  a well-spent  life.  Their 
only  daughter,  Elthea,  who  died  August  16,  1893, 
married  Walter  J.  Beckett,  and  they  had  three 
children:  Fred  F.,  Charles  H.  and  Arnold. 


OWEN  DALY  (deceased)  was  for  many  years 
a prominent  resident  of  Stamford,  and  by 
his  excellent  qualities  of  character  he  won  in  a 
high  degree  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  His  life  was  free  from  ambitious  striv- 
ing for  public  notice,  yet  in  its  quiet  usefulness  it 
made  an  impression  on  the  community  which 
will  long  remain  as  an  inspiration  to  right-doing 
among  all  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Daly  was  born  November  28.  1848,  in 
County  Cavan,  Ireland,  where  he  spent  his  boy- 
hood, his  education  being  secured  in  the  local 
schools.  He  became  proficient  as  a gardener, 
and  in  early  manhood  emigrated  to  this  country, 
where  the  opportunities  for  advancement  seemed 
more  numerous  than  in  his  native  land.  After 
spending  a short  time  in  New  York  City  he  went 
to  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  and  about  1869  he  came  to 
Stamford  with  Mr.  Smith,  to  take  charge  of  his 
estate  on  Washington  avenue.  Later  he  was  em- 
ployed by  General  Vinton  and  Charles  Pitt,  his 
skill  as  a gardener,  combined  with  fine,  artistic 
taste,  winning  for  him  a high  reputation.  He 
wisely  invested  his  earnings  in  real  estate  in  the 
town  of  Stamford,  and  the  addition  known  as 
Dalyville,  lying  on  East  Main  street,  Stamford, 
proved  a profitable  enterprise.  The  opening  of 
new  streets  in  that  direction  stimulated  the 
growth  of  the  village,  and  he  built  a number 
of  the  houses  on  the  addition,  holding  them  for 
sale  or  rent.  Mr.  Daly  took  keen  interest  in 
public  questions,  and  was  a stanch  believer  in 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  was 
active  in  religious  work,  being  a leading  member 
of  St.  John’s  R.  C.  Church  at  Stamford,  and  for 
many  years  he  was  connected  with  the  Catholic 
Benevolent  Legion. 

On  October  13.  1873,  Mr.  Daly  was  married, 
in  Stamford,  to  Miss  Margaret  McMullen,  and 
their  home  was  brightened  by  seven  children,  as 
follows:  Thomas  F.  (who  married  Miss  Delia  K. 
Thaney),  James  A.,  Owen,  Charles,  Mary  C., 
Cornelius  and  Robert  Emmett.  Mrs.  Daly,  who 
who  still  resides  at  Stamford,  enjoys  the  affec- 
tionate regard  of  a large  circle  of  friends.  Her 
father,  the  late  James  McMullen,  who  died  in 
Stamford  January  6.  1895.  was  a native  of  Ire- 
land, whence  he  came  to  the  United  States  in 
earlv  life.  For  ten  years  he  served  as  a soldier 
in  the  United  States  army,  taking  part  in  the 
Seminole  war  and  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  in 


in  1848  he  located  at  Stamford,  purchasing  prop- 
perty  on  Sound  View  avenue,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  during  his  remaining  years. 
He  was  a man  of  excellent  character,  a devout 
Christian,  and  for  years  he  was  a prominent 
worker  in  St.  John’s  R.  C.  Church. 

GEORGE  PENOYER  FOOTE.  There  can 
be  no  better  evidence  of  the  advancement 
of  a people  in  all  that  tends  to  refine  and  uplift 
humanity  than  is  found  in  the  increasing  consider- 
ation given  to  the  most  unfortunate  classes  in  a 
community,  and  Danbury  has  given  tangible 
proof  of  this  spirit  in  the  construction  of  a model 
almshouse,  one  of  the  best  in  the  State.  The 
building  is  a three- story  brick,  100x200  feet,  and 
is  capable  of  accommodating  from  150  to  160 
inmates,  and  a farm  of  seventy  acres  affords 
wholesome  food  in  abundance. 

But  of  all  the  preparations  made  for  the  care 
of  such  an  institution  the  task  of  securing  able 
supervision  is  the  most  important,  and  this  need 
has  been  well  met  in  this  instance  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  G.  P.  Foote,  who,  with  his 
talented  wife,  has  been  in  charge  since  June, 
1896.  The  history  of  both  is  here  given,  and 
will  prove  of  more  than  ordinary  interest. 

Mr.  Foote  was  born  January  27,  1844.  at 
Brookfield,  in  this  county,  where  his  family  has 
resided  for  several  generations.  The  late  Abel 
Foote,  our  subject’s  father,  who  was  born  at 
Brookfield,  July  19,  1817,  was  a hat  stiffener 
by  occupation.  He  died  January  6,  1891;  his 
wife,  Abbie  (Atkins),  a native  of  Danbury,  born 
June  6,  1824,  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three.  They  had  children,  as  follows:  Robert, 
deceased;  George  P. , our  subject;  Alfred,  Julia 
A.,  Rivington,  and  Andrew  H. , all  now  deceased; 
Edward  O.,  of  Danbury;  Susan  I.,  of  Danbury; 
Charles  R.,  of  Danbury;  Eveline  R.,  of  Dan- 
bury; Howard,  deceased;  and  two  others  wbo 
died  in  infancy. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  in 
Brookfield  and  Danbury,  and  his  education  was 
secured  in  the  public  schools  of  those  towns. 
When  about  fifteen  years  old  he  gave  up  his 
studies  to  learn  the  hatter’s  trade,  at  which  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years.  H*s 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  business,  together 
with  his  executive  ability,  secured  him  a high 
reputation  as  a worker,  and  for  twenty-five  years 
he  was  one  of  the  most  valued  assistants  in  the 
factory  of  Henry  Crofutt  & Co.,  in  Danbury,  an 
in  1 8S4-1 885  he  held  the  position  of  superin- 
tendent. In  the  meantime  he  had  been  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  local  Demo- 
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cratic  organization,  and  in  1889  he  was  elected 
assessor.  In  1890  he  was  chosen  burgess  of 
Danbury,  then  a borough,  and  held  the  office  two 
years.  The  city  was  incorporated  in  1891,  and 
in  1892  Mr.  Foote  was  elected  a councilman 
from  the  Fourth  ward  for  two  years,  during  which 
he  did  effective  service  as  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Public  Works.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  he  returned  to  his  former  business,  and 
continued  until  June,  1896,  when  he  was  chosen 
by  the  selectmen  of  the  town  to  his  present  post. 

Among  other  enterprises  that  Mr.  Foote  has 
carried  forward  successfully  we  should  mention 
Wooster  Hose  Company  No.  5,  of  which  he  was 
the  organizer  and  the  first  foreman,  their  build- 
ing being  erected  under  his  direction.  He  is  still 
connected  with  the  company,  and  he  also  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Progressive  Lodge  No.  18;  the 
Foresters  of  America,  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Ancient  Essenic  Order,  Supreme  Senate.  He 
and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Church  of 
the  Disciples,  of  Danbury. 

On  July  4,  1863,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Foote 
and  Miss  Ellen  M.  Wildman  was  celebrated,  and 
three  children  bless  the  union:  Georgianna,  born 
December  16,  1866,  died  February  16,  1867; 
Emma  was  married  April  29,  1885,  to  Frederick 
O.  Dauchy,  of  Danbury;  and  Ida  W.  was  mar- 
ried June  6,  1895,  to  Charles  A.  Reed,  of  Bridge- 
port. Mrs.  Foote  was  born  September  20,  1845, 
at  Danbury,  and  is  a member  of  a well-known 
family.  Her  father,  David  Smith  Wildman,  was 
born  June  28,  1814,  and  died  September  23, 
1854,  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Eunice  Ambler,  was  born  November  20,  1816, 
and  breathed  her  last  on  February  12,  1884.  At 
the  age  of  twelve  Mrs.  Foote  began  to  work  at 
the  hatting  industry,  and  for  thirty-three  years 
she  was  employed  in  the  establishment  of  Henry 
Crofutt  & Co.  Possessing  a keen  brain  and  a 
warm  heart  she  was  quick  to  note  the  needs  of 
women  workers,  and  she  took  an  influential  part 
in  the  organization,  in  1884,  of  the  first  union  of 
hat  trimmers  at  Danbury.  In  1886  she  became 
its  president,  and  has  held  the  office  continu- 
ously ever  since,  with  general  oversight  also  of 
of  the  unions  at  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  and  New  Mil- 
ford, Conn.  The  average  number  of  members  is 
about  i,  800.  Mrs.  Foote  is  an  able  and  effective 
speaker,  and  during  the  lockout  in  Danbury  in 
1893,  when  nineteen  shops  were  closed  for  more 
than  three  months,  she  made  addresses  daily  to 
appreciative  audiences  of  from  1,200  to  1,500 
people.  She  is  a member  of  Echo  Lodge, 
Daughters  of  Rebekah,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  at  pres- 
ent is  Past  Noble  Grand.  Mr.  Foote  is  also  a 
member  of  Echo  Rebekah  Lodge. 


EV.  WILLIAM  MORRALL.  This  well- 
known  clergyman,  now  the  rector  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  at  Bethel,  has  a 
high  reputation  as  an  efficient  and  faithful  worker 
in  his  honored  calling,  and  his  present  parish,  in 
which  there  are  three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
communicants,  has  prospered  notably  under  his 
care. 

Mr.  Morrall  is  a native  of  England,  having  been 
born  in  1848,  at  Wolverhampton,  Staffordshire, 
where  his  father,  Richard  Morrall,  was  engaged 
in  business  as  an  iron  manufacturer.  After  com- 
ing to  America  the  family  resided  for  short  peri- 
ods at  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Easton,  Penn.,  finally 
settling  at  Danville,  Penn.  There  Richard  Mor- 
rall has  continued  his  former  business,  and  he  and 
his  wile,  Sarah  Allen,  who  is  also  a native  of 
England,  are  highly-esteemed  residents  of  the 
place.  They  have  had  nine  children:  Samuel, 
who  is  a farmer  near  Danville,  Penn. ; Thomas, 
who  met  a soldier’s  death  in  the  Civil  war;  Will- 
iam, our  subject  ; Richard,  a resident  of  Dan- 
ville; Joseph,  deceased;  George  and  John,  both 
residents  of  Danville;  Sarah  and  Mary. 

Our  subject’s  youth  was  spent  at  Danville, 
Penn.,  where  his  education  was  begun  in  the 
public  schools.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  went 
into  his  father's  establishment  to  gain  a knowl- 
edge of  the  iron  business,  and  there  he  remained 
three  years,  during  which  time  he  assisted  in  the 
first  work  conducted  in  the  Susquehanna  Valley 
for  turning  iron  into  steel.  He  also  mastered 
the  details  of  brick  manufacturing  in  his  father’s 
brickyard,  where  about  twelve  million  brick  were 
manufactured  each  year.  The  practical  knowl- 
edge of  life  acquired  during  these  experiences  has 
been  of  inestimable  benefit  to  Mr.  Morrall  in  his 
later  work,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  all 
spiritual  teachers  do  not  become  as  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  needs  of  the  people.  When 
he  was  twenty-one  he  entered  the  Episcopal  Col- 
lege at  Racine,  Wis.,  graduating  from  that  in- 
stitution in  1874,  after  which  he  took  a three- 
years’  course  in  the  General  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  New  York  City,  and  in  1877  he  was  or- 
dained a deacon.  The  following  year  he  entered 
the  priesthood  and  took  charge  of  the  Church  at 
Montoursville,  Penn.,  where  he  remained  until 
1879.  In  February,  1880,  he  went  to  Albion, 
111.,  and  two  years  and  a half  later  removed 
thence  to  Vincennes,  Ind.,  to  remain  until  the 
summer  of  1885.  He  then  became  connected 
with  a boarding  school  for  boys  at  Little  Wash- 
ington, Penn.,  where  he  spent  a year,  and  in 
1886  he  took  charge  of  a parish  in  Elk  Rapids, 
Mich.  Two  years  later  he  went  to  Marshall, 
Mich.,  after  about  three  years  there  coming  to 
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Bethel,  where  he  was  installed  as  rector  in  May, 
1890.  While  at  Marshall,  Mich.,  Mr.  Morrall 
united  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  he  has 
attained  the  Knight  Templar  degree. 

Mr.  Morrall  was  married  at  Montoursville, 
Penn.,  to  Miss  Maggie  Meckley,  daughter  of  M. 
H.  Meckley,  a well-known  citizen,  and  their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  three  cnildren: 
Charles,  Marguerite  and  Theodore. 


MON.  WILLIAM  J.  FINCH.  The  ances- 

tors  of  this  venerable  and  highly-esteemed 

resident  of  Westport  came  from  England  in 
Colonial  times,  and  were  among  the  early  settlers 
in  Connecticut.  The  records  of  the  first  genera- 
tions are  meager,  but  to  judge  from  the  character 
and  ability  of  the  descendants  the  stock  was  of 
the  true  pioneer  sort,  hardy,  industrious  and 
thrifty. 

Ichabod  Finch,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  and  became  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  owning  a large  tract  of 
land  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  where  he  ended  his 
days.  He  married  and  had  six  children:  John, 
a farmer,  who  lived  and  died  in  Wilton;  Ichabod, 
also  a farmer  in  Wilton,  now  deceased;  William, 
our  subject's  father;  Polly,  who  married  a Mr. 
Selleck  and  removed  to  the  West;  Charlotte, 
who  married  Henry  Hoyt,  a farmer,  and  another 
daughter,  who  married  Gersham  Smith.  The 
family  has  been  identified  with  the  Episcopal 
Church  from  early  times,  and  our  subject’s  grand- 
parents were  leading  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion in  Wilton. 

William  Finch  was  born  in  Wilton,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  there  for  many  years,  his  death 
occurring  at  the  homestead.  In  politics  he  was 
a Democrat,  but  he  did  not  take  an  active  share 
in  party  work.  His  wife,  Betsey  (Hoyt),  was  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  Hoyt,  a prominent  agricult- 
urist of  Norwalk.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest 
of  a family  of  four  children  born  to  this  worthy 
couple,  the  others  being  Nelson,  who  is  deceased; 
Alcea,  wife  of  Charles  Gregory,  a farmer  in  Wil- 
ton: and  Jane,  who  married  Chauncey  Foot,  a 
shoemaker  of  the  same  town,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

judge  Finch  was  born  December  10,  1820,  at 
the  old  homestead  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  and  his 
education  was  obtained  chiefly  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  left  school  and  began  to  learn  a trade, 
but  as  the  work  was  not  congenial  he  gave  it  up. 
In  1838  he  removed  to  Westport  and  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  shirts,  and  later  he  became 
interested  in  farming  at  his  present  homestead 


near  Westport  village.  During  the  sixty  years  of 
his  residence  in  the  town  he  has  wielded  great 
influence  in  local  affairs,  and  he  is  justly  regarded 
as  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  the  section. 
He  was  town  clerk  for  fifteen  years,  first  select- 
man for  twenty-one  years,  trial  justice  for  more 
than  thirty  years,  and  also  served  many  terms 
as  assessor  and  grand  juror.  In  1856  he  repre- 
sented his  town  in  the  General  Assembly,  then 
sitting  in  New  Haven,  and  in  1857  he  attended 
the  session  at  Hartford,  his  work  during  both 
years  being  of  value  to  his  constitutents  and  the 
public  at  large. 

The  Judge  married  Miss  Jane  A.  Martin, 
daughter  of  David  Martin,  of  New  York  City, 
who  was  of  English  extraction;  she  died  in  June, 
r 887.  Of  their  three  children  two  are  now  living. 
Cornelius,  deceased,  carried  on  an  extensive  busi- 
ness as  a shirt  manufacturer  in  Jamesburg,  Dan- 
bury, this  county,  and  New  York  City;  William 
J.  is  a traveling  salesman  for  a New  York  firm 
of  shirt  manufacturers;  Jane  A.  married  William 
T.  W7ood,  of  Westport,  the  owner  of  a planing- 
mill  and  manufacturer  of  sash,  blinds  and  other 
building  materials.  The  family  is  prominent 
socially.  For  more  than  half  a century  the 
Judge  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  Frater- 
nity, having  united  with  Temple  Lodge,  F. 
& A.  M.,  about  1848.  He  attends  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  his  sympathy  can  always  be  relied 
upon  in  support  of  a worthy  cause. 


JrOHN  WALSH,  formerly  a representative  in 
the  State  Legislature  from  the  town  of 
Bridgeport,  is  an  enterprising  and  successful 
business  man,  and  also  holds  an  influential  posi- 
tion in  public  life,  having  frequently  been  chosen 
to  important  offices  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

Born  in  Bridgeport  August  31,  1836,  Mr. 
Walsh  is  of  Irish  descent  in  both  paternal  and 
maternal  lines.  His  grandfather  Walsh  was  a 
miller  in  Kings  County,  Ireland,  and  Peter 
Walsh,  his  father,  was  born  about  1824  and 
reared  in  that  locality;  he  came  to  America  in 
about  1842,  settling  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  was 
employed  for  about  twenty-five  years  by  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Railway 
Company,  acting  as  section  boss  over  a gang  of 
men.  He  laid  out  many  of  the  railroad  tracks 
in  Bridgeport.  Peter  Walsh  died  in  1874  ^lS 
wife,  Ann  (Malone),  who  died  in  1883,  was  born 
in  about  1829  in  Ireland,  and  was  a daughter  of 
Francis  Malone.  They  had  seven  children . 
James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years,  was  educated  for  the  priesthood  in  Mt. 
St.  Marys,  Md.,  and  in  Allegany,  N.  Y.,  and 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


495 


•was  formerly  a priest  in  the  diocese  of  Scranton, 
Penn.;  Mary  J.,  now  Mrs.  James  Stapleton,  of 
Bridgeport,  was  organist  at  St.  Mary’s  Catholic 
Church  for  twenty  years,  and  has  been  succeeded 
by  her  daughter  Margaret;  John  is  the  subject  of 
these  lines;  Marcella,  deceased, was  formerly  en- 
gaged in  dressmaking  at  Bridgeport;  Miss  Anna 
is  a dressmaker;  Peter  is  a partner  in  our  sub- 
ject’s business;  Rose  is  principal  of  the  Summer- 
field  graded  school,  in  Bridgeport.  Peter  Walsh 
was  a man  well  equipped  mentally,  and  gave  to 
each  of  his  children  a good  education.  He  was 
naturally  of  a quiet,  retiring  disposition. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Bridgeport,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen began  clerking  in  a grocery  store  there. 
Four  years  in  this  position  gave  him  practical 
knowledge  of  the  business,  and  he  opened  a 
grocery  and  meat  market  at  No.  28  Reilly  street, 
in  East  Bridgeport,  which  he  conducted  success- 
fully for  several  years.  He  then  purchased  a 
liquor  business,  weich  he  added  to  his  former 
trade,  continuing  thus  about  fifteen  years,  and  in 
1888  he  bought  the  “ Washington  Park  Hotel,” 
where  he  now  runs  the  bar,  the  other  depart- 
ments of  the  establishment  being  in  the  hands  of 
bis  father-in-law,  John  Walsh.  Politically  he  is 
a Democrat. and  his  activity  in  partisan  work  has 
made  him  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  local  organ- 
ization. He  has  served  as  a delegate  in  State 
and  town  conventions,  and  in  1881-82-83  was  a 
member  of  the  city  council,  during  his  service  in 
that  incumbency  acting  as  chairman  of  the  se'wer 
committee,  and  also  of  some  of  the  special  com- 
mittees. In  1889  he  was  elected  alderman  from 
the  Sixth  ward,  for  one  year,  and  in  1892  he  rep- 
resented his  town  in  the  State  Legislature,  while 
there  serving  on  the  committee  on  Cities  and 
Boroughs  and  also  on  the  committee  on  Restor- 
ation of  Franchises. 

In  1883  Mr.  Walsh  married  Miss  Adelia 
Walsh,  daughter  of  John  Walsh,  a native  of 
Ireland,  and  eight  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union,  two  of  whom  are  still  living,  Anna  and 
John.  The  family  is  identified  with  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  Mr.  Walsh  is  a member  of  various 
fraternal  organizations,  including  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians. 
He  has  been  quite  successful  in  his  business,  and 
is  one  of  the  pushing,  hustling  men  of  the  city. 


BEY.  T.  J.  COLEMAN,  pastor  of  St. 

Thomas’  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Fair- 
field,  enjoys  an  enviable  popularity  among  all 
classes  and  creeds,  by  virtue  of  his  education, 
his  piety  and  his  cheerful  sociability. 


Father  Coleman  comes  of  Irish  parentage,  is 
one  of  eight  children,  and  was  born,  in  1853,  at 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  reared,  and 
where  he  received  his  primary  education.  Later 
he  attended  Manhattan  College,  and  was  or- 
dained in  June,  1876,  at  Allegany,  N.  Y.,  after 
taking  the  full  theological  course.  As  a boy  he 
was  always  studious,  and  his  progress  at  school 
was  much  above  the  average — in  fact  his  entire 
education  was  completed  when  he  was  less  than 
twenty- three  years  of  age. 

For  three  months  after  his  ordination  he  was 
located  at  Stamford,  Conn.,  as  assistant  to  the 
present  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  of  Hartford,  going 
thence  to  Norwich,  where  he  did  duty  for  upward 
of  two  years.  In  January,  1879,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Sacred  Heart  parish,  New  Haven, 
and  remained  there  until  his  appointment  to 
Fairfield,  in  1883,  where  he  has  since  diligently 
labored  in  the  Master’s  vineyard.  He  is  active 
and  zealous  in  all  his  undertakings,  is  fond  of 
out-door  healthy  exercise,  and  by  his  urbanity 
and  liberal-mindedness  has  surrounded  himself 
with  hosts  of  friends,  not  alone  in  his  own 
Church,  but  among  all  denominations.  A brief 
review  of  St.  Thomas’  Church  will  be  of  interest 
to  the  reader,  and  the  following  is  taken  from  a 
local  paper: 

“Previous  to  1852  mass  was  never  celebrated 
in  Fairfield;  in  that  year,  however,  Father  Syn- 
nott  began  to  come  out  regularly  from  the  city, 
saying  the  first  mass  in  the  house  of  John  Mc- 
Kenna. He  officiated  occasionally  in  the  parlor 
of  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Jarvis,  a notable  convert  of 
that  generation,  who  had  been  received  into  the 
Church  in  1842.  Father  Synnott  built  St. 
Thomas’  church  in  1853;  this  was  a frame  build- 
ing, with  a seating  capacity  of  300.  For  twenty- 
three  years  Fairfield  was  held  as  a mission  of 
St.  James’,  Bridgeport,  or  its  development,  St. 
Augustine’s.  The  first  resident  pastor  of  Fair- 
field  was  Rev.  Martin  Lawlor,  who  assumed 
charge  in  January,  1876,  and  who  remained  nine 
months,  meanwhile  attending  Westport  every 
Sunday,  and  buying  the  land  on  which  the 
church  now  stands  in  that  town.  The  next 
pastor  was  Rev.  John  Quinn,  whose  stay  here 
was  inconsiderable,  and  who  was  succeeded,  in 
December,  1876,  by  Rev.  Thomas  Mullen. 
Father  Mullen  died  here  suddenly  of  heart  dis- 
ease in  July,  1877,  and  was  followed  in  the 
pastorate  by  Rev.  William  Harty,  now  of  New 
Britain,  who  stayed  here  until  March,  1878, 
meanwhile  liquidating  the  parish  debt.  In  April, 
1878,  Rev.  Philip  McCabe  took  charge,  remain- 
ing until  September,  1879,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  D.  J.  Cremin.  Soon  after  com- 
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ing  to  Fairfield,  Father  Cremin  moved  the 
church  to  a new  lot  quite  a distance  away,  and 
put  a basement  under  it.  He  also  enlarged  and 
frescoed  the  church,  bought  a house  that  stood 
beside  it,  and  made  this  building,  after  consider- 
able alterations,  a convent  and  parochial  school. 
In  1882  he  brought  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  and 
opened  the  school.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
pastorate  of  the  Sacred  Heart  parish,  Bridge- 
port, November  18,  1883,  and  was  succeeded  by 
the  present  pastor.  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Coleman. 

“ Immediately  after  his  advent  to  this  parish, 
Father  Coleman  built  a rectory  between  the 
church  and  his  rented  residence,  and  when  he 
had  finished  it  there  was  no  debt.  The  school 
established  by  Father  Cremin  he  kept  up  to  a 
worthy  standard,  often  at  the  sacrifice  of  his  own 
personal  resources.  St.  Thomas'  church  is  a 
five-bay  brick  building  of  the  Romanesque  order, 
its  facade  being  well  ornamented  bv  three  towers, 
the  central  one  serving  as  the  support  of  a tall 
conical  spire.  The  facings  and  foundations  are 
of  brown  stone,  as  are  also  the  cappings  that 
give  variety  to  the  buttress  work.  It  is  a thor- 
oughly well-built  edifice,  both  outside  and  inside. 

“St.  Thomas  Aquinas’  Church  seats  650  peo- 
ple, is  exceptionally  devotional,  and  for  appear- 
ance would  do  credit  to  many  a city  parish, 
though  its  total  cost  was  only  $22,000.  To-day, 
with  less  than  600  souls  in  the  parish,  the  total 
debt  is  below  $4,000;  and  this  is  a showing 
which  reflects  well  the  energy  of  the  pastor,  the 
generosity  of  the  parishioners,  and  the  unity  that 
binds  together  the  priest  and  his  people.” 

On  the  night  of  January  19.  1892,  a fire 
broke  out  in  the  church  and,  within  an  hour, 
church,  convent,  and  parochial  residence,  the 
well-earned  fruition  of  years  of  labor,  were 
burned  to  the  ground.  Five  days  had  not  passed, 
however,  before  a hall  was  built  and  ready  for 
Church  services;  and  this  hall  is  now  used  for 
entertainments.  Immediately  after  the  fire,  the 
excitement  attending  which  had  seriously  im- 
paired his  health.  Father  Coleman  went  to  live 
in  the  old  rented  house,  and  in  1893  he  built  the 
present  handsome  rectory,  which  was  ready  for 
occupancy  at  the  end  of  that  year.  He  broke 
ground  for  a new  church  in  June,  1894.  The 
corner-stone  was  laid  by  Bishop  Tierney  on  the 
4th  of  July  of  that  year,  and  the  dedication  took 
place  on  the  following  Thanksgiving  Day,  No- 
vember 27.  Thus,  in  an  incredibly  short  time, 
the  parochial  property  of  St.  Thomas’  parish 
was  more  beautiful  than  ever.  Moreover,  Father 
Coleman  had,  before  rebuilding,  added  quite  a 
piece  to  the  cemetery  at  an  expense  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars. 


WILLIAM  MEACHEN.  Jr.,  proprietor  of 

a well-kept,  productive  market  garden  in 

the  town  of  Stratford,  is  a native  of  Paterson.  N. 
J.,  born  October  to,  1851,  a son  of  William 
Meachen,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere. 

Up  to  the  age  of  nine  years  our  subject  re- 
mained in  his  native  State,  attending  school  there 
for  some  time.  In  1861  he  accompanied  the 
family  to  Stratford,  Conn.,  where  he  took  a 
three-years'  course  at  Strong’s  Commercial  Mili- 
tary Institute,  at  the  end  of  that  time  embarking 
in  his  present  business  on  his  nine-acre  farm,  and 
has  met  with  well-merited  success  in  his  enter- 
prise. 

On  June  26,  1875,  Mr.  Meachen  was  married 
to  Miss  Nellie  Jelliff,  who  was  born  in  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  a daughter  of  Burr  Jelliff,  a carpen- 
ter by  trade,  and  one  child,  Emma  A.,  brightens 
the  home. 

In  addition  to  his  market-garden  interests. 
Mr.  Meachen  is  agent  for  the  National  Fertilizer 
Company.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  in 
religious  faith  he  and  his  amiable  wife  are 
Methodists.  They  rank  among  the  progressive, 
enterprising  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  the 
community,  and  those  who  know  them  best  are 
numbered  among  their  warmest  friends. 


LBERT  EAMES  (deceased)  was  for  thirty 

Ik  years  a leading  citizen  of  Bridgeport,  and 

his  name  is  permanently  associated  with  the  de- 
velopment and  improvement  of  that  charming 
city.  As  a business  man  his  integrity  and  hon- 
esty were  proverbial,  while  his  kindly  heart 
manifested  itself  in  spite  of  a somewhat  abrupt 
manner  and  won  for  him  universal  esteem,  his 
circle  of  friends  embracing  all  the  prominent 
people  of  the  locality.  During  his  long  resi- 
dence in  Bridgeport  he  took  special  interest  in 
the  improvement  of  the  parks  to  which  he  was  a 
constant  visitor,  and  for  more  than  twenty  years 
he  served  as  park  commissioner.  Sea  Side  Park, 
next  to  which  he  built  his  home,  was  his  pride 
and  delight,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  Beards- 
ley Park,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city,  had 
been  nearly  completed  under  his  observation. 
His  ideal  citizenship  included  a Wise  participa- 
tion in  local  affairs,  and  he  was  regarded  as  one 
of  the  valued  counselors  of  the  Republican  or- 
ganization in  his  section.  At  various  times  he 
served  the  city  as  councilman,  alderman,  select- 
man, also  as  member  of  the  street,  bridge  an 
park  commission,  and  in  all  of  these  positions  he 
displayed  rare  sagacity  and  judgment,  ripe  expe- 
rience and  unswerving  faithfulness  to  public  in- 
terests. 
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Mr.  Eames  inherited  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character  ftom  an  excellent  ancestry,  being  de- 
scended from  good  Colonial  stock.  The  first 
ancestor  of  whom  we  have  a definite  account 
was  Thomas  Eames,  who  was  born  about  1618, 
probably  in  England,  and  came  to  America  as 
early  as  1634.  In  1637  he  was  in  Dedhain, 
Mass.,  and  in  1640  he  was  in  Medford.  Mass., 
where  he  owned  a large  tract  of  land,  obtained 
from  the  Indians.  He  served  as  a soldier  in  the 
Pequot  war,  and  in  1675.  during  King  Philip's 
war,  his  house  was  burned  and  his  wile  and  nine 
children  killed  by  the  Indians  while  he  was  in 
Boston  purchasing  ammunition. 

Nathaniel  Eames  (i),born  December  30.  t66S, 
at  Framingham,  Mass.,  was  captured  by  the  In- 
dians at  the  time  of  the  massacre  referred  to,  but 
his  life  was  spared.  He  died  January  j,  1746, 
and  his  wife  Ann  died  March  12,  1743.  .They 
had  seven  children:  Lydia,  Rebecca.  Sarah,  Na- 
thaniel. Ann,  William  and  Daniel. 

Nathaniel  Eames  (2),  our  subject’s  great-grand- 
father. was  born  at  Framingham,  April  18,  1703, 
and  although  he  was  past  three-score  and  ten  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  war  he 
served  as  ••  minute  man  ”,  at  Concord  and  Lex- 
ington. He  died  May  13,  1796;  his  wife,  Rachel 
(Lovell),  of  Medfield,  Mass.,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 2,  1710.  and  died  October  19,  178S.  Their 
children  were:  Benjamin,  Nathaniel,  William, 
Ann,  Nathaniel,  Alex,  Benjamin  and  Rachel. 

Nathaniel  Eames  (3).  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  at  Framingham,  September 
11,  1747.  and  died  September  8,  1820.  He 
served  bv  the  side  of  his  aged  father  at  Concord 
and  Lexington  in  the  battles  which  have  made 
those  places  sacred  in  American  history.  He 
married  Catherine  Rice,  who  was  born  at  Fram- 
ingham. September  5,  1 75  1 , the  daugher  of  Jona- 
than Rice,  and  died  May  30.  1833.  They  had 
ten  children:  Anna,  Alex.  Zedekiah,  Abel,  Rachel. 
Stephen,  Lovell,  Zedekiah,  Patty  and  Jonathan. 

Lovell  Eames.  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
February  7.  1785,  at  Framingham,  where  he 
made  his  permanent  home,  his  death  occurring 
there  December  4,  1863.  He  was  a man  of 
means,  and  for  some  years  he  conducted  a black- 
smith shop  in  the  village.  On  April  5,  1810, 
he  married  Lucy  Eames,  who  was  born  March 
16.  1789,  and  died  July  n,  1870.  She  was  also 
a descendant  of  Thomas  Eames,  the  pioneer,  the 
line  of  descent  being  traced  through  John  (a  son 
ofThomas),  Henry  (t).  Henry  (2),  and"  Henry  (3), 
her  father,  who  was  a “minute  man”  at  Lexing- 
ton and  Concord,  and  served  throughout  the 
Revolutionary  war.  To  Lovell  and  Lucy  Eames 
six  children  were  born,  of  whom  our  subject  was 
32 


theeldest.  Horace,  born  February  25,  1813.  died 
May  17.  1878;  Susan,  born  February  25,  1817, 
died  December  24.  1870;  Ann  M.,  born  February 
20,  1820,  Elizabeths.,  born  June  30.  1822,  and 
Olivia  A.,  born  June  19,  1824,  are  all  living  in 
South  Framingham,  Massachusetts. 

Albert  Eames  was  born  March  9,  1811.  at 
the  old  home  in  South  Framingham,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  was  apprenticed  to  Silas- 
Alien,  the  gunmaker  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  whose 
shop  was  the  nucleus  from  which  sprang  the 
present  Springfield  Armory.  After  learning  his- 
trade  he  traveled  through  the  South  and  West, 
working  in  the  government  mints  both  at  Savan- 
nah and  New  Orleans,  making  the  trip  between 
those  cities  with  a horse  and  buggy  which  he 
purchased,  and  sold  after  arriving  at  his  destina- 
tion. Later  he  went  up  the  Mississippi  river  as 
far  as  the  present  site  of  St.  Paul,  traveling  in* 
the  boats  which  carried  up  provisions  and  return- 
ing with  lumber,  and  were  propelled  in  a primi- 
tive fashion  by  poling  along  the  shallows. 
Among  his  early  acquaintances  were  many  whose 
names  have  since  become  famous  in  the  manu- 
facture of  firearms,  and  after  his  decease  auto- 
graph letters  were  found  among  his  effects  from 
Colonel  Colt,  the  Remingtons,  Horace  Smith 
and  the  Wessons  One  of  these  men,  who  after- 
ward became  a millionaire,  says  in  a letter  that 
“he  has  a good  job  this  winter  and  is  getting 
$2.00  a day  and  roast  beef.”  In  1846  he  went 
to  Ilion,  N.  Y. , with  the  Remington  Bros.,  and 
assisted  in  filling  a contract  with  the  government 
for  breech-loading  carbines  for  the  navy.  In  the 
manufacture  of  this  arm  the  system  of  finishing 
the  parts  to  gauge  and  afterwards  assembling 
them  by  different  workmen  was  employed  under 
his  direction;  this  was  probably  the  beginning  of 
that  system,  which  has  now  become  almost  uni- 
versal. On  returning  to  Springfield  he  organized 
the  American  Machine  Works,  and  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  cotton  presses  and  heavy 
machinery,  but  this  business  was  destroyed  by 
the  Civil  war.  their  assets  being  mostly  in  the 
South.  In  1856  he  went  to  Bridgeport  to  do 
some  work  for  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  manufacturers  of  sewing  machines,  with 
whom  he  remained  thirty  years,  first  as  a maker 
of  machinery  and  tools  and  afterward  as  a con- 
tractor. At  his  death,  which  occurred  December 
14,  1889.  he  was  president  of  the  Bridgeport 
Horse  Railroad  Co.  He  never  took  an  active 
part  in  any  Bridgeport  society,  but  was  a charter 
member  of  Hampden  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Springfield,  and  retained  his  affiliation  with  that 
lodge  until  his  death.  In  1844  he  married  Miss 
Harriett  Avery  Ferre,  by  whom  he  had  the  fol- 
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lowing  children:  Martha,  who  married  Franklin 

MacGrath,  of  Bridgeport,  and  died  July  16,  1898; 
Mary,  who  died  when  about  one  year  old;  Susan 
M.,  wife  of  Erva  B.  Silliman,  of  Bridgeport; 
Horace  Lovell,  formerly  a contractor  for  the 
Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufacturing  Co.,  who  died 
August  13,  1895;  Albert  Hyde,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years;  Miss  Harriet  L. , a resident 
of  Bridgeport;  and  George  M anson,  a prominent 
business  man  of  Bridgeport,  now  holding  the  po- 
sition of  general  superintendent  lor  the  Wheeler 
& Wilson  Manufacturing  Co. 

Mrs.  Harriet  A.  (Ferre)  Eames,  who  died 
September  3,  1889,  was  a native  of  Munson, 
Mass.,  born  March  26,  1819.  She  belonged  to 
a well-known  New  England  family,  and  was  a 
descendant  of  Charles  Ferre  and  his  wife  Sarah 
(Hermon).  (Charles  Ferre,  “Early  settler," 
“Springfield,”  “1662."  “Colonial  grant  land”). 
John  Ferre  (1).  son  of  Charles, had  a son  John  (2) 
who  married  Martha  Mill.  To  this  union  there 
was  born  a son  John  (3)  August  15.  1687.  John 
Ferre  (3)  had  a son  John  (4)  who  married  Mary 
Sweetman.  Their  son  John  (5)  married  Sarah 
Terry,  and  had  a son  Solomon,  Mrs.  Eames’ 
grandfather,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  who  was 
born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  September  26,  1752, 
and  died  February  8,  1835.  His  wife,  Rhoda, 
daughter  of  Robert  Sanderson,  of  Springfield, 
was  born  June  14.  >757.  and  died  October  19, 
1830  Horace  Ferre,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Eames. 
was  born  at  Springfield.  May  11,  1790.  and  died 
November  26,1863.  He  married  Harriet  Avery, 
who  was  born  in  Stafford,  Conn.,  October  27, 
1793,  and  died  October  25,  1876.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Giddings  H..  born  August  23,  1817, 

died  September  25,  1830;  Harriet  A.  married 
Albert  Eames:  Horace,  born  October  24.  1820, 
settled  in  California;  Henry  P..  born  September 
14,  1822,  died  June  2,  1891;  Henrietta  G.,  born 
October  4.  1824;  Giddings  H.  (2).  born  Febru- 
ary 24,  1834.  who  settled  in  California,  and 
Helen,  born  April  9,  1840,  died  in  childhood. 


THE  CABOT  FAMILY.  Modern  research 
has  traced  the  numerous  branches  of  the 
Cabot  family  back  to  one  stem,  which  has  flour- 
ished in  the  Island  of  Jersey  since  the  time  when 
the  memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary; 
and  to-dav  there  are  two  parishes  still  inhabited 
almost  exclusively  by  Cabots.  The  coat  of  arms 
of  the  ]ersey  family  is  perfectly  defined  and  well 
known,  and  consists  of  a shield  of  gold  surmount- 
ed by  an  armored  helmet.  The  crest  is  an  “ es- 
callop or  ” and  the  motto — "Semper  cor  Caput 


Cabot."  The  device  is  three  fishes,  or,  in  the 
Jersey  phrase,  three  “ Chabots;”  and  by  this 
charge  upon  the  coat  of  arms,  the  origin  of 
those  who  bore  the  name  in  other  countries  can 
be  determined.  The  fishes  are  found  crossed 
with  the  Rohan  arms,  when  one  of  that  great 
family  married  a Chabot  of  Poitou,  and  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  branches  of  the  same 
family  is  that  of  Rohan-Chabot.  The  coat  of 
arms  and  motto  of  John  Cabot,  as  borne  bv  the 
French  descendants  of  the  discoverer,  are  iden- 
tical with  those  of  the  Jersey  family. 

With  this  explanation  as  to  the  name,  the 
history  of  the  New  England  family  can  be 
sketched  from  the  certain  testimony  of  legal 
records  and  family  papers.  Sometime  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  seventeenth  century  Francois 
Cabot,  of  St.  Trinity,  Island  of  Jersey,  a wealthy 
land  owner,  married  Suzanne  Gruchy,  of  the 
same  family  as  the  Marshal  Grouchy,  one  of  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte’s  trusted  officers.  In  1677  a 
son  was  baptized  George  in  the  St.  Helier  church, 
and  the  records  show  that  three  years  later  an- 
other son  received  the  name  of  Jean.  There 
was  also  an  older  son  named  Francois,  and  about 
1699  the  Registry  of  the  deeds  at  St.  Helier 
bears  witness  that  the  three  sons  just  named  sold 
a large  amount  of  real  estate,  and  soon  afterward 
emigrated  to  Massachusetts. 

John  Cabot,  the  youngest  of  the  three  emi- 
grant brothers,  came  to  Salem  in  1700,  and  made 
a fortunate  marriage,  his  wife,  Anna  Orne,  being 
a member  of  one  of  the  prominent  Essex  county 
families  of  the  earliest  English  emigration.  He 
prospered  greatly,  became  an  eminent  merchant, 
and  built  himself  what  was  considered  for  many 
years  afterward  one  of  the  handsomest  houses  in 
Salem.  He  had  nine  children,  among  whom 
was  a daughter,  Margaret,  who  married  Benja- 
min Gerrish.  afterward  Royal  Governor  of  the 
Bermudas.  Through  the  youngest  son,  Joseph, 
was  continued  the  line  of  descent  in  which  we 
are  now  interested. 

Joseph  Cabot  entered  into  business  with  his 
father  and  was  equally  prosperous.  He  remained 
in  Salem  and  married  Elizabeth  Higginson,  a 
direct  decendant  in  the  filth  generation  from 
Francis  Higginson,  the  first  minister  of  the  Mass- 
achusetts Bay  Colony.  Nine  sons  and  two 
daughters  were  born  to  this  marriage,  and  of 
these  sons,  four,  namely  George  and  Samuel, 
Andrew  and  Francis,  were  especially  prominent 
in  their  day.  Hon.  George  Cabot  served  as 
United  States  Senator  from  Massachusetts  from 
1791  —’96  and  in  1798  declined  the  Secretaryship 
of  the  Navy.  He  was  chosen  president  of  the 
Hartford  Convention,  and  held  numerous  other 
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positions  of  honor  and  trust  [See  ‘‘Life  and  Let- 
ters of  George  Cabot",  by  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  pub- 
lished by  Little,  Brown  & Co.,  of  Boston.  Mass.]. 
During  the  Revolution  the  brothers  were  associa- 
ted in  business,  and  they  fitted  out  many  priva- 
teers that  preyed  upon  English  commerce  with 
great  prejudice  to  the  enemy  and  their  country. 
One  of  George  Cabot's  ships,  the  “Cicero",  was 
commanded  by  Capt.  Hugh  Hill,  a man  of  great 
daring,  and  well  known  at  that  time.  Andrew 
Cabot’s  ship,  “Defiance”,  also  a privateer,  was 
destroyed  in  the  ill-starred  Penobscot  expedition 
of  1799.  The  younger  members  of  the  family 
served  their  country  in  other  ways.  Francis 
was  in  Colonel  Pickering's  regiment  on  his 
Rhode  Island  expedition,  and  subsequently  in 
Washington’s  army.  Chastellux'  “Travels  jn 
North  America,  ” translated  from  the  French,  has 
a note  upon  the  family  as  follows:  “The  town 
of  Beverly,  Mass.,  began  to  flourish  greatly 
toward  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  by  the  extra- 
ordinary spirit  of  enterprise  and  great  success  of 
the  Messrs.  Cabot,  gentlemen  of  strong  under- 
standings, and  the  most  liberal  minds,  well 
adapted  to  the  most  enlarged  commercial  under- 
takings, and  the  business  of  government.  Two 
■of  their  privateers  had  the  good  fortune  to  cap- 
ture in  the  European  seas,  a few  weeks  previous 
to  the  peace,  several  West  Indiamen,  to  the  val- 
ue of  at  least  a hundred  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling." Yet  even  the  profitable  patriotism  of  the 
privateer  was  not  always  unattended  with  sacri- 
fices and  misfortunes.  Col.  John  Trumbull  in 
his  “reminiscences  ” [page  84]  says  that  he  took 
passage  at  Bilbao  for  Beverly  in  1781  in  the 
“Cicero”,  a fine  letter-of-marque  ship  of  twenty 
guns,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men — Cap- 
tain Hill,  belonging  to  the  house  of  Cabot. 
When  Colonel  Trumbull  joined  the  ship  she  had 
with  her  a British  Lisbon  packet,  sixteen  guns, 
which  she  had  just  taken  as  a prize.  On  his  ar- 
rival at  Beverly,  Colonel  Trumbull  saw  lying  in 
the  harbor  eleven  privateers,  all  finer  than  the 
“ Cicero,"  and  all  belonging  to  the  Cabots.  The 
following  year,  the  same  writer  speaks  of  being 
in  Beverly  again,  and  adds  that  not  one  of  the 
privateers  was  to  be  seen  in  the  harbor.  All  had 
been  lost,  and  the  Cabots  did  not  have  a single 
letter-of-marque  ship  afloat. 

Hon.  Samuel  Cabot,  who  was  for  many  years 
a leading  citizen  of  Boston,  was  active  in  polit- 
ical affairs,  and  in  June  of  1798  was  in  London 
as  agent  of  the  American  Commission  under  the 
Jay  Treaty.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Barrett,  a 
direct  descendant  of  Lieut.  William  Barrett,  an 
■officer  in  the  Colonial  army  in  King  Philip’s  war, 
•under  Capt.  Joseph  Sill.  Lieutenant  Barrett 


located  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  June  to,  1656, 
purchasing  a house  and  land  from  William 
French,  and  became  influential  in  local  politics, 
serving  as  selectman  in  1671  and  1681. 

V.  Stephen  Cabot,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Barrett)  Cabot,  was  a successful  merchant,  and 
for  many  years  represented  the  firm  of  Lee, 
Cabot  & Co.,  in  Port  au  Prince,  Island  of  St. 
Thomas.  He  was  married  there  in  1820  to 
Zamie  Paul. 

VI.  Joseph  Clark  Cabot,  son  of  Stephen 
and  Zamie  (Paul)  Cabot,  was  born  March  9, 
1822,  at  Port  a u Prince,  and  died  June  7,  1895, 
at  Bristol,  R.  1.  He  followed  mercantile  pur- 
suits throughout  his  active  life,  chiefly  in  St. 
Louis.  Mo.,  where  he  was  identified  for  some 
time  with  the  firm  of  Wales,  Cabot  & Co.,  whole- 
sale grocers,  and  later  with  Chase  & Cabot, 
wholesale  dry  goods  merchants.  The  public 
spirit,  so  characteristic  of  the  family,  was  not 
lacking  in  him,  and  during  the  Civil  war  he 
served  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  Hamilton  Gamble,  of 
Missouri,  with  the  rank  of  major.  On  February 
20,  1851,  he  was  married  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to 
Miss  Catharine  Hyde  Wales,  daughter  of  Orin 
Wales  and  Mary  Tiffany.  She  was  born  Sep- 
tember 25,  1831,  at  Wales,  Mass.,  and  for  the 
past  fifteen  years  has  resided  at  Stamford,  this 
county.  She  is  a direct  descendant  of  William 
Hyde,  who  located  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1636, 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  colony, 
being  frequently  elected  to  the  office  of  select- 
man. His  name  appears  on  the  old  monument 
at  Hartford  as  one  of  the  original  settlers,  and 
he  and  his  son  Samuel  are  prominently  men- 
tioned in  the  various  histories  of  the  early  days 
in  that  locality.  Mrs.  Cabot  is  of  the  seventh  gen- 
eration in  descent  from  Lieut.  Lion  Gardiner, 
an  officer  in  the  Pequot  war,  who  settled  in  Say- 
brook,  Conn.,  in  1635,  having  come  from  Eng- 
land in  the  "Bachelor,”  a ship  of  only  twenty- 
five  tons.  His  wife,  Mary,  was  a daughter  of 
Derrick  Willemson,  of  Woerden,  Holland.  In 
the  direct  paternal  line  Mrs.  Cabot  traces  her 
descent  from  Deacon  Nathaniel  Wales,  son  of 
one  of  the  first  English  settlers  in  America,  who 
with  his  brother  John  sought  freedom  from  the 
religious  persecutions  of  their  native  land,  and 
became  members  of  the  Plymouth  Colony. 

Mrs.  Cabot’s  great-great-uncle,  Nathaniel 
Wales,  Jr.,  was  a local  judge,  a member  of  the 
Governor’s  Council  of  Safety,  and  a talented 
and  influential  citizen  of  Windham,  Conn.  He 
was  an  ardent  patriot,  very  active  in  town  affairs, 
and  generally  presided  at  important  town  meet- 
ings held  during  the  Revolution.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  there  was  no  p 1 r 
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manufactory  in  Connecticut.  Nathaniel  Wales, 

J r. , in  company  with  Col.  Jedediah  Elderkin, 
made  a successful  effort  to  supply  this  great 
want.  At  a special  meeting  of  the  Legislature 
in  December,  1775,  it  was  enacted  “That  a 
bounty  or  premium  of  thirty  pounds  should  be 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  to  the  person  who 
should  erect  the  first  powder-mill  in  the  colony, 
and  manufacture  500  pounds  of  good  merchant- 
able gunpowder." 

At  the  same  session,  December  17,  1775, 
liberty  was  given  to  Jedediah  Elderkin  and  Na- 
thaniel Wales,  Jr.,  to  erect  a powder-mill  in 
Windham,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  the  Assembly. 
The  place  chosen  for  the  site  of  their  mill  was 
at  Willimantic,  then  a cluster  of  some  half  a 
dozen  houses — with  a grist  and  sawmill.  The 
eastern  portion  of  the  linen  company's  thread 
mill  now  occupies  its  site.  The  work  of  erect- 
ing the  mill  was  pushed  with  vigor,  and  com- 
pleted early  in  the  spring  of  1776.  At  the 
May  session  of  the  Legislature,  1776,  Elderkin 
and  Wales  were  allowed  thirty  pounds  “for 
1,000  pounds  of  powder  previously  manufactured 
by  them."  The  powder  made  here  greatly 
aided  the  Colonists  in  their  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence. 

Mrs.  Cabot's  maternal  uncle,  Bela  Tiffany, 
was  a noted  raconteur  and  wit,  and  several  of  his 
stories  have  become  American  classics,  thanks  to 
the  genius  of  Nathaniel  Hawthorne.  The  great 
novelist  in  “Twice  Told  Tales"  gives  due  credit 
to  Mr.  Tiffany  as  narrator  of  the  following  le- 
gends of  the  Province  House:  “Howe’s  Mas- 

querade,” “ Edward  Randolph's  Portrait,”  and 
“Lady  Eleanor’s  Mantle."  In  1894  Mrs.  Cabot 
purchased  the  Social  Club  house.  No.  41  Grey- 
rock  Place,  and  converted  it  into  her  private 
residence. 

Of  the  four  children  of  Joseph  Clark  and 
Catherine  Wales  Cabot  all  are  now  living,  three 
of  them  being  residents  of  Stamford,  Connecti- 
cut. 

I.  Harry  Hyde,  born  May  11,  1852,  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  pursued  a course  of  study  at  Wash- 
ington University  in  his  native  city.  In  1867  he 
spent  seven  months  in  Europe,  and  visited  the 
Great  Exposition  held  in  Paris  at  that  time.  In 
,871  he  entered  the  sophomore  class  of  Yale 
University.  Upon  his  return  to  St.  Louis  he 
entered  the  wholesale  dry-goods  house  of  Chase 
& Cabot,  where  he  remained  nine  years.  Dur- 
ing that  time  he  became  interested  in  gas  and 
water  companies,  and  was  one  of  the  builders 
and  owners  of  the  Hannibal  Water  Company. 

In  1882  he  married  Alice  Purnell  Holmes,  of 
St.  Louis,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  went  to 


the  Pacific  coast,  spending  six  months  in  travel, 
and  visiting  the  ranches  of  friends.  He  returned 
to  St.  Louis  in  1883.  and  was  occupied  with  cor- 
porations and  real-estate  business.  In  1886  his 
wife  died,  leaving  two  children:  Isabel,  born 

July  2,  1884,  and  Samuel  Hyde,  born  July  29, 

1 886. 

In  1887  he  removed  to  the  East,  and  resided 
two  years  in  Stamford,  Conn.  In  1890  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Bvron  Diman,  daughter  of  the 
late  Governor  Bvron  Diman,  of  Rhode  Island. 
He  spent,  with  his  wife,  three  months  in  Ber- 
muda, and  then  became  a resident  of  Bristol,  R. 
L.  occupying  the  home  of  Governor  Byron 
Diman,  which  was  built  in  1807.  By  his  second 
marriage  there  are  no  children. 

In  1893  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Naval  Reserve,  and  became  quartermaster  of 
the  first  boat’s  crew  of  the  Naval  Reserve  Tor- 
pedo Company  of  Bristol,  which  was  the  first 
company  formed  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  one  of  the  first  in  the  United  States. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Spanish  war,  in 
April,  1898,  he  was  appointed,  by  Governor 
Elisha  Dyer,  recruiting  officer,  with  the  rank  of 
first  lieutenant,  and  served  two  terms  of  duty  in 
the  city  of  Providence,  recruiting  the  first  Rhode 
Island  Regiment  United  States  Volunteers,  two 
Batteries  of  Artillery  and  a Hospital  Corps.  For 
services  as  recruiting  officer  be  was  given  a com- 
mission as  first  lieutenant  in  the  Rhode  Island 
militia.  His  children,  Isabel  and  Samuel  Hyde, 
are  “children  of  the  American  Revolution.” 

II.  Dexter  Wales,  born  September  1, 1853. 
in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  began  his  education  at  the 
Washington  University  in  his  native  city,  and 
afterward  graduated  at  the  Moravian  Military 
Academy  at  Nazareth,  Penn.  Returning  to  St. 
Louis  in  1873,  he  entered  the  wholesale  dry- 
goods  house  of  Chase  & Cabot,  and  from  there 
went,  in  1881,  to  the  wholesale  dry-goods  house 
of  Crow,  Hargadine  & Co.,  where  he  remained 
four  years.  During  the  great  strike  of  the  en- 
gineers on  the  Iron  Mountain  railroad  he  enlisted 
as  a volunteer  in  the  State  service,  and  was 
under  arms  during  the  entire  period  under  Cap- 
tain Ellerbe  of  the  regular  army.  Owing  to  his 
previous  military  training  his  captain  pronounced 
him  the  best  drilled  man  of  his  company.  He 
assisted  in  guarding  the  county  jail  and  police 
courts,  and  was  afterward  ordered,  with  his 
company,  to  Carondelet  to  protect  the  property 
of  the  Iron  Mountain  railroad  against  a threat- 
ened attack  of  the  coal  miners  of  Illinois.  1" 
1885  He  came  to  Stamford,  where  he  entered  t e 
Yale  & Towne  Manufacturing  Company.  He  is 
still  a resident  of  that  city,  and  is  unmarried. 
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III.  Arthur  Winslow,  born  August  22,  i 859, 

in  New  York  City,  resided  with  his  parents  ift 
St.  Louis  until  his  tenth  year,  commencing  his 
education  at  the  Washington  University.  He 
then  came  to  New  York  with  his  uncle  and  aunt, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  T.  Hyde,  and  entered  the 
Murray  Hill  School.  In  1875  and  1876  he  spent 
nine  months  abroad.  He  fitted  lor  college  in 
Stamford  under  an  Oxford  graduate,  and  entered 
Columbia  College  in  1877,  where  he  became  a 
member  of  the  •*  Peithologian  Society.”  He 
graduated  in  June,  1 88 1 , ranking,  after  the  honor 
men,  first  in  his  class.  During  this  period  he 
did  considerable  literary  work,  collaborating  the 
novel  “Two  Gentlemen  of  Gotham.”  In  1882 
he  entered  the  dry-goods  commission  firm  of 
Ammidown  Lane  & Co.,  of  New  York,  and  aft- 
erward became  secretary  and  treasurer  of  a large 
publishing  house,  with  which  he  remained  con- 
nected for  three  years.  He  has  since  had  charge 
of  several  estates,  which  he  has  managed  with 
ability  and  success.  Mr.  Cabot  is  an  active 
yachtsman,  having  cruised  from  Maine  to  the 
Chesapeake,  and  having  owned  the  following 
yachts:  “Madcap,”  “Kathleen,”  “Kelpie” 

and  “ Consuelo.  ” He  is  a member  of  the  New 
York  Club  and  the  Riverside  Yacht  Club,  and 
was  the  founder  and  organizer,  also  first  captain, 
of  the  Hillandale  Golf  Club  of  Stamford,  Conn. 
Upon  the  death  of  his  uncle  and  aunt,  in  1891, 
he  removed  to  Stamford,  and  resided  with  his 
parents  at  No.  18  Clinton  avenue  until  the  re- 
moval of  their  residence  to  Greyrock  Place.  He 
is  unmarried. 

IV.  Katherine  Queen  Cabot  was  born  in 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  26,  >869.  In  1875 
she  went  to  Europe,  and  traveled  one  year  in 
England,  France,  Switzerland  and  Italy.  She 
came  east  in  1881  with  her  parents,  and  attended 
Mesdemoiselles  Charbonnier's  school  in  New 
York,  in  which  city  she  resided  with  her  aunt, 
Mrs.  Samuel  T.  Hyde.  In  1882  she  moved  to 
Stamford,  Conn.,  and  for  six  years  was  a pupil 
at  Miss  Catherine  Aiken's  school.  In  1896  she 
visited  the  historic  homes  of  James  river,  and 
was  received  on  terms  of  charming  intimacy  by 
the  Harrisons  of  Brandon,  the  Drewrys  of  West- 
over,  and  the  Carters  of  Shirley.  A clever  arti- 
cle entitled  “The  Month  of  Roses  on  James 
River,”  was  published  shortly  after  her  return. 
She  belongs  to  the  local  society  of  King’s  Daugh- 
ters, in  which  she  does  active  and  effective  serv- 
ice as  secretary.  By  virtue  of  her  distinguished 
ancestry  she  is  a member  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  in  1898  was  elected 
registrar  of  the  Stamford  Chapter.  She  is  also 
eligible  in  three  lines  for  Colonial  Dames. 


T^HE  STRATFORD  JOHNSONS.  The 
_ founder  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  as  to 
its  boundaries,  was  Sir  Richard  Nichols,  the  first 
English  Governor  of  New  York;  of  its  constitu- 
tion, Thomas  Hooker,  who  was  the  first  to  an- 
nounce the  principles  of  Democracy  in  the 
United  States.  The  Burrs,  Goulds  and  Andrew 
Ward  also  stand  forth  with  Governor  Eaton  as 
great  names  in  the  initial  era  of  this  conserva- 
tive old  Commonwealth.  At  a somewhat  subse- 
quent period,  four  eminent  Colonial  families — 
the  Wolcotts,  Griswolds,  Trumbulls  and  the 
Stratford  Johnsons — were  powerful  factors  in 
shaping  the  destinies  of  the  formative  epochs  of 
Connecticut  history.  The  Wolcotts  furnished  to 
the  Commonwealth  a signer  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  and  several  governors;  the 
Trumbulls,  more  governors;  the  Stratford  John- 
son family  connection,  nine  distinguished  college 
presidents,  besides  a statesman  and  ecclesiastic 
of  international  repute.  The  fame  of  the  Gris- 
wolds is  heightened  by  the  fact  that  the  family 
connection  included  sixteen  governors  and  forty- 
three  chief  justices. 

The  Stratford  Johnsons — a family  which  per- 
formed as  important  services  in  statesmanship 
and  the  cause  of  education  for  New  York  as 
Connecticut — are  descended  from  the  Johnsons, 
who  founded  Uppingham  College,  England,  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  The  College,  its 
facade  quartered  with  the  Johnson  coat  of  arms, 
is  still  flourishing,  and  when  the  late  Dr.  Wool- 
sey  Johnson,  of  New  York  and  Stratford,  Conn., 
visited  it  a few  years  ago,  the  students  were 
granted  a half-holiday  in  his  honor.  Of  the  half- 
a-dozen  or  more  old  court  families  of  Connecti- 
cut, none  has  shared  its  honors  and  prestige 
more  equally  with  New  York  than  the  Stratford 
Johnsons.  Some  of  its  members  were  born  in 
New  York,  the  family  having  frequently  in  its 
history  interchanged  residence  between  New 
York  City  and  Stratford,  although  an  ancestral 
country  house  has  always  been  maintained  by 
them  on  the  homestead  property  in  Connecticut. 

The  Stratford  Johnsons,  as  such,  date  from 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  the  first  president 
of  Columbia  College,  New  York,  who  was  born 
at  Guilford,  Conn.,  in  1696,  removing  early  in 
life  to  Stratford.  The  Ven.  Archdeacon  John- 
son, of  the  borough  of  Richmond,  New  York 
City;  the  Rev.  Prof.  Johnson,  of  Berkeley  Di- 
vinity School,  Connecticut;  William  Samuel 
Johnson,  Esq.,  ol  Mamaroneck,. N.  Y.;  the  Rev. 
James  LeBaron  Johnson,  of  Grace  Church,  New 
York  City  ; and  Mrs.  S.  E.  Johnson  Hudson,  of 
New  York  and  Stratford,  are  lineal  descendants 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  of  Stratford, 
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the  first  president  of  King’s  (now  Columbia)  son’s  correspondence  with  Bishop  Berkeley  is 
College,  and  also  in  a double  line  from  Jonathan  still  preserved  among  the  collections  of  keepsakes 
Edwards.  at  Johnson  homestead,  Stratford,  Connecticut. 

Stratford-on-the-Sound,  one  of  the  loveliest  The  Rev.  Dr.  Johnson's  son,  William  Samuel 
villages  of  Connecticut,  retains  many  of  those  Johnson,  LL.  D.,  second  president  of  Columbia 
attractive  characteristics  which  it  possessed  when  College,  a statesman  of  great  ability  and  renown, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  first  went  there  to  was  chosen  to  represent  Connecticut  at  the  first 

add  to  it  the  lustre  of  his  greatness.  It  was  col-  Colonial  Congress  held  in  New  York  City,  and 

onized  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I by  a company  of  drew  up  the  remonstrance  to  the  King.  Later 
English  planters,  led  by  a Church  of  England  on  he  was  deputy  to  England  as  the  agent  of  the 
clergyman.  Among  the  Colonial  proprietors  I Connecticut  Colony.  An  interesting  paper  made 
were  John  Welles,  the  son  of  Governor  Thomas*^  up  of  extracts  from  his  diary  was  read  not  long 
Welles;  Sergeant  Francis  Nichols,  of  London,  j ago,  before  the  Colonial  Dames  of  the  State  of 

who  had  been  one  of  the  famous  horse  guards  of  I New  York,  by  the  great-granddaughter  of  the 

Charles  I;  and  William  Beardsley,  from  Strat-  | famous  statesman,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Johnson  Hudson, 
ford-on-Avon,  who  named  the  town  after  his  | of  New  York  and  Stratford,  the  present  occupant 
birthplace.  The  Stratford  and  Fairfield  plant-  I of  the  Johnson  homestead,  Stratford,  as  a sum- 
ers,  who  held  extensive  landed  possessions,  were  j mer  residence.  William  Samuel  Johnson  during 
singled  out  from  the  various  colonies  of  the  State  I his  residence  in  England  was  on  intimate  terms 
for  their  gentle  blood  and  superior  refinement.  I with  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  the  lexicographer, 
Stratford  village  was  laid  out  in  wide  avenues,  who  presented  him  with  an  autograph  copy  of 
the  main  one  at  a width  of  more  than  one  hun-  the  dictionary,  which  is  still  preserved  along 
dred  feet,  and  at  a central  and  commanding  I with  several  letters  from  George  Washington  to 
point  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  many  years  I William  Samuel  Johnson  at  the  Stratford  home- 
later  fixed  his  abode.  In  1725  he  married  a I stead. 

lady  of  wealth  and  high  position — Mrs.  Charity  William  Samuel  Johnson’s  son,  Judge  Samuel 

Nicoll,  widow  of  Benjamin  Nicoll,  Esq.,  of  the  I William  Johnson,  married  Susan  Edwards,  the 
Nicoll  Patent,  Long  Island,  and  daughter  of  Col.  I daughter  of  Hon.  Pierrepont  Edwards.  By  this 
Richard  Floyd,  of  Brookhaven,  Long  Island.  1 union  the  Stratford  Johnsons  of  the  present  day 
The  Long  Island  Floyds  originally  came  from  1 are  descended  in  a double  line  from  Jonathan 
New  Castle  on  the  Delaware,  in  Wales.  Mrs.  Edwards.  Among  the  other  distinguished  col- 
Samuel  Johnson  was,  on  her  mother’s  side  of  lege  presidents  besides  the  two  Johnson  presi- 
the  house,  a Woodhull,  her  mother  being  the  dents  of  Columbia  College,  and  Jonathan  Ed- 
daughter  of  an  English  gentleman  who  was  first  I wards  of  Princeton,  were  Rev.  Aaron  Bun, 
cousin  to  Lord  Carew,  father  of  the  Bishop  of  t Woolsey  and  Dwight  of  Yale,  and  Gilman  of  the 
Durham,  whose  niece  was  mother  of  the  Earl  of  Johns  Hopkins  University,  who  married  Miss 
Waldegrave.  At  the  recent  Columbia  College  Woolsey,  of  New  Haven,  a sister  of  "Susan 
celebration  on  Morningside  Heights,  the  new  site  I Coolidge,”  and  niece  of  the  late  William  Samuel 
of  that  institution  in  New  York  City,  no  other  j Johnson,  of  Stratford.  The  New  York  connec- 
historic  character  played  such  a prominent  part  I tions  of  the  Johnsons  include  the  Van  Rens- 
in  the  reminiscences  of  that  notable  day  as  that  I selaers,  Verplancks  and  Lawrences  and  Ex- 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  its  first  presi-  I Governor  Hoadley. 

dent.  Doctor  Johnson,  who  had  acted  as  the  The  old  Johnson  homestead  at  Stratford  fell 

first  tutor  of  Yale  College,  was  called  to  be  the  I by  right  oi  inheritance  to  the  late  William 

first  president  of  Columbia  College,  entering  I Samuel  Johnson,  who,  after  his  retirement  from 
upon  his  duties  in  July,  1754.  Doctor  Johnson,  | an  honorable  legal  career  in  New  York  City, 
by  his  character  and  talents,  also  made  for  him-  maintained  the  establishment  with  all  the  quid 
self  a permanent  place  in  American  ecclesiastical  | dignity  of  an  English  country  gentleman.  He 
history,  besides  enjoying  high  repute  in  the  married  Miss  Woolsey,  a sister  of  President 
mother  country.  For  awhile  he  stood  alone  as  Woolsey,  of  Yale  College.  William  Samuel 
the  only  Episcopal  clergyman  in  the  State  of  Johnson’s  mother,  the  daughter  of  the  Hon. 

Connecticut,  and  his  influence  was  virtually  Pierrepont  Edwards,  was  always  termed,  by  the 

equal  to  that  of  a Lord  Bishop.  The  intimate  I townspeople  of  Stratford,  "Lady  Johnson." 
friend  of  Bishop  Berkeley,  he  was  himself  the  I Archdeacon  Johnson,  of  Staten  Island,  who 

author  of  a number  of  philosophical  works,  one  1 married  a Miss  Lanier  of  excellent  family,  was  a 

of  which  was  dedicated  to  Bishop  Berkeley,  and  ! son  of  Edwards  Johnson,  of  West  Stratford,  the 
printed  by  Benjamin  Franklin.  Doctor  John-  I brother  of  William  Samuel  Johnson.  Tbecbil- 
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dren  of  Archdeacon  Johnson  are  Philip  Johnson,  a grande  dame.  She  has  spent  much  time 

M.  D.,  the  Rev.  James  Le  Baron  Johnson,  abroad,  is  an  accomplished  linguist,  and  the 
of  New  York  City,  and  Anne  Charity  Johnson,  regent  for  the  State  of  Connecticut  of  the  Ladies’ 
The  Rev.  James  Le  Baron  Johnson  married.  National  Mount  Vernon  Association,  secretary  of 
April  26,  1899.  Mabel  Van  Rensselaer,  daughter  the  same,  a Colonial  Dame  of  the  State  of  New 
of  the  late  Alexander  Van  Rensselaer,  of  New  York,  a prominent  member  of  the  Ladies’  New 
York  City,  and  sister  of  Mrs.  Edmund  L.  Bavlies.  York  Club,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  cf  the 

The  Johnson  homestead  at  Stratford,  although  Daughters  of  the  Cincinnati.  [Contributed  by 
of  ample  size,  is  severely  plain  in  exterior,  but  Rev.  C.  W.  de  Lyon  Nichols.] 
its  interior  is  singularly  dignified  and  impressive 

throughout.  The  antique  hall,  hung  with  stags’  

horns,  opens  on  one  side  into  a drawing-room 

terminating  in  a Colonial  apse,  and  filled  with  Tf  EWIS  RAYMOND,  for  many  years  a prom- 
rare  old  family  furniture,  several  pieces  of  it  im-  JL//  inent  and  successful  real-estate  operator 
ported  from  France  in  the  seventeenth  century.  in  Norwalk  and  South  Norwalk, with  residence  at 
The  library,  the  most  impressive  room  of  the  the  family  homestead  in  Wilton,  Fairfield  county, 
manse,  with  its  doorway  surmounted  by  ancient  was  born  July  21,  1807,  in  Wilton,  Conn.  After 
replicas  of  the  Johnson,  Pierrepont  and  Edwards  leaving  school  he  was  engaged  in  teaching,  and 
coats  of  arms,  numbers  ten  thousand  volumes,  was  a successful  teacher  for  several  terms  in  his 
the  entire  collection  of  books  handed  down  from  native  town. 

the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  the  first  president  On  March  12,  1834,  Mr.  Raymond  married 
of  Columbia  College,  and  his  illustrious  son,  the  Miss  Catherine  Meeker,  who  was  born  December 
Hon.  William  Samuel  Johnson,  who  rendered  9,  1 S 1 1 , a daughter  of  Hill  and  Charity  (Sher- 
important  services  preparatory  to  the  framing  of  wood)  Meeker,  of  Greenfield  Hill,  Fairfield 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  county.  The  children  of  this  marriage  were  as 
later  generations  of  the  Stratford  Johnsons  follows:  Hannah  M.  died  young;  Charles  is  also 
through  maternal  lineage  come  down  in  direct  line  deceased:  Lewis  H.  is  still  on  the  homestead; 
lrom  Thomas  Hooker,  the  founder  of  the  con-  Hannah  is  now  the  widow  of  Charles  A.  Ambler, 
stitution  of  Connecticut,  after  which  that  of  the  and  Elizabeth  is  the  youngest.  The  parents 
United  States  was  modeled.  always  attended  the  Congregational  Church,  and 

The  dining  room,  at  the  right  of  the  library  were  liberal  contributors  to  that  organization, 
of  Johnson  Homestead,  contains  one  of  the  In  politics  Mr.  Raymond  was  first  a strong 
choicest  and  most  extensive  collections  of  old  Whig,  later  an  equally  ardent  Republican,  but 
family  portraits  to  be  found  in  any  house  in  the  was  no  aspirant  for  official  honors.  He  passed 
State  of  Connecticut;  rising  tier  upon  tier,  from  earth  November  20,  1881.  In  a large 
they  include  a portrait  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  measure  he  was  a self-made  man,  and  by  sound 
painted  by  Vandyke,  and  one  of  Samuel  Johnson  sense  and  good  business  judgment  accumulated 
the  lexicographer,  done  after  the  style  of  Sir  considerable  property.  He  always  took  a keen 
Joshua  Reynolds.  As  evinced  by  their  ancestral  interest  in  the  home  farm,  Jesse  B.,  his  brother, 
portraits  and  by  the  personality  of  a number  of  conducting  it,  however. 

living  representations  of  the  family,  the  Strat-  Platt  Raymond,  father  of  Lewis,  was  born 
ford  Johnsons  are  a remarkably  handsome  clan.  December  3,  1774,  at  the  old  family  home  at 

The  present  head  of  the  family,  William  Norwalk,  Conn.,  which  stood  in  what  is  now 
Samuel  Johnson,  the  son  of  the  late  Gen.  Samuel  known  as  Raymond  street.  In  the  town  of  Nor- 
William  Johnson,  and  nephew  of  the  late  Will-  I walk  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life, 
iam  Samuel  Johnson,  of  Stratford,  and  who  is  to  in  1802  leading,  and  in  1803  buying  his  father’s 
inherit  Johnson  Homestead,  lives  at  Mamaroneck,  farm,  in  Wilton,  known  as  Buckingham  Ridge, 

N.  Y.,  the  homestead  being  occupied  as  a summer  the  same  that  afterward  by  inheritance  came 

residence  by  his  aunt,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Johnson  Hud-  into  the  possession  of  his  four  children,  Jesse  B. , 
son,  the  widow  of  William  Hudson,  of  New  Alfred,  Mehitable  and  Lewis — spoken  of  farther 
York,  a member  of  a highly  connected  English  on.  Platt  Raymond  married  Hannah  S.  Benedict, 
family  in  whose  honor  Hudson  Bay  was  named.  who  was  born  in  January,  1779,  and  the  names 
Born  in  New  York  City,  distingue  in  personal  and  dates  of  birth  of  their  children  are  as  fol- 
appearance,  and  named  after  her  grandmother,  lows:  Jesse  B.,  April  17,  1799,  died  August  8, 
Mrs.  Samuel  William  Johnson  (nee  Pierrepont),  j 1872;  Alfred.  January  27,  1802,  died  October 
who  was  popularly  known  as  “ Lady  Johnson,  ” i 20,  182S;  Mehilabel,  October  25,  1804,  died 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Johnson  Hudson  fulfills  one’s  ideal  of  1 March  29,  18S8;  and  Lewis  (subject  proper  of 
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this  sketch),  July  21,  1807.  died  November  20, 

1 88i.  Of  these,  Lewis  was  the  only  one  to 
marry.  Platt  Raymond  and  his  wife  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Wilton,  and  there  are  still  standing,  in 
rear  of  the  parsonage,  trees  planted  there 
with  his  own  hands. 

Josiah  Raymond,  father  of  Platt,  and  grand- 
father of  Lewis  Raymond,  was  born  in  1737  in 
Norwalk,  Conn.  On  November  5,  1765,  he 
married  Polly  Merwine,  by  whom  he  had  a 
numerous  family,  Platt  being  the  eighth  child. 
Josiah  was  a lifelong  farmer  in  the  town  of  Nor- 
walk, and  was  the  owner  of  slaves,  the  marriage 
settlement  of  his  wife,  Polly  (Merwine),  being 
“fifteen  slaves".  During  the  Revolutionary 
war  he  served  as  a soldier  in  Captain  Gregory's 
company  Connecticut  Militia,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  his  enlist- 
ment, but  again  joined  the  corps. 


>EV.  WELLESLEY  WELLINGTON  BOW- 
DISH,  D.  D.  “All  lives  that  are  in  the  best 
sense  worth  living  are  so  by  virtue  of  being  true 
to  their  own  polarity.  There  is  undoubtedly  a 
certain  line  of  life,  a certain  definite,  however 
dimly  defined,  path  predestined  for  each,  and  that 
achievement  which  we  are  accustomed  to  call  suc- 
cess is  simply  the  result  of  the  vision  that  sees  and 
the  energy  that  follows  the  hidden  but  divine  lead- 
ing." So  writes  one  of  the  most  thoughtful 
litterateurs  of  our  time,  voicing  a truth  for  the 
multitude  which  the  world's  greatest  workers 
long  ago  perceived  for  themselves.  In  the  his- 
tory of  the  honored  pastor  of  Danbury  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  we  find  revealed  this 
dominating  faith  in  the  ideal,  this  zealous 
obedience,  and  note  that  it. is  not  the  accustomed 
forms  of  usefulness  that  have  been  most  widely 
effective,  but  rather  those  in  which  he  has  sought 
by  new  methods  to  meet  the  ever-changing  needs 
of  his  work. 

It  is  natural  that  we  should  desire  some 
knowledge  of  the  personality  of  those  who  gain 
our  esteem,  and  the  following  brief  account  of 
the  Doctor’s  life  will  serve  to  introduce  the 
better-known  record  of  his  career  as  a minister. 
To  begin  with,  he  has  an  excellent  heredity,  being 
a descendant  of  the  famous  old  New  England 
navigator,  Nathaniel  Bowditch,  as  the  name  was 
originally  spelled.  A genealogy  compiled  by  a 
member  of  the  Boston  branch  of  the  family 
reveals  many  of  the  race  who  have  won  distinc- 
tion in  various  walks  of  life,  notably  in  the  min- 
istry. The  Doctor’s  father,  Rev.  William  S. 


Bowdish,  was  an  honored  member  of  the  Black 
River  Conference,  of  which  he  was  secretary  for 
some  time.  His  ability  caused  him  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  most  important  Churches  in  the 
Conference,  and  for  years  he  served  as  presiding 
elder.  His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
W.  Stanton,  who  was  a cousin  of  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  War  Stanton.  Of  their  family,  six  sons 
and  two  daughters  grew  to  maturity,  and  five  of 
the  sons  became  ministers  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  But  two  are  now  living  besides 
our  subject:  Rev.  Arvine  Clarke  Bowdish,  D.  D., 
pastor  of  the  Church  at  City  Island,  New  York 
City,  and  Rev.  Edward  Somerville  Bowdish, 
located  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Bowdish  was  born  at  Fulton, 

1 Oswego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  his  father  being  pastor  of 
the  Church  there  at  that  time.  His  education 

I was  begun  in  a public  school,  but  later  heat- 
tended  the  seminaries  at  Cooperstown,  Fort 
Plain,  and  Cazenovia,  N.  Y. , and  then  securing 
a State  certificate  from  the  authorities  at  Albany 
he  began  to  teach  in  order  to  obtain  the  funds 
necessary  for  a course  in  the  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity, at  Middletown,  Conn.  While  a student  at 
that  institution  he  joined  the  New  York  East 
Conference.  He  preached  considerably  while  in 
college,  regularly  taking  charge  of  a congrega- 
tion and  overseeing  the  work  of  building  anew 
church  in  Kensington,  Conn.,  the  cornerstone  of 
which  bears  the  date  1865,  the  year  of  his  grad- 
uation. His  Alma  Mater  bestowed  upon  him  the 
degrees,  of  A.  B.  and  A.  M.,  and  in  1 882  he  re- 

1 ceived  that  of  D.  D.  from  the  Iowa  Wesleyan 

I University.  Bishop  Edmund  S.  James  ordained 

I him  as  a deacon  and  elder,  and  October  2 1, 
186S,  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,-  he  pronounced  the 
words  which  united  our  subject  in  the  bonds  of 
matrimony  with  Miss  Jennie  Elizabeth  Camppell, 
of  Quebec,  Canada.  One  child  was  born  to  this 
marriage,  Jennie  (Camppell)  Bowdish,  who  was 
a student  in  the  American  Conservatory  of  Music, 
in  New  York  City,  till  the  close  of  the  college 
year  in  May,  189S.  She  was  married  October 
26.  1899,  in  the  Embury  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  to  Charles  R.  Gay,  manager  of  the 
New  York  office  of  the  Manufacturers  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company’.  An  adopted  daughter  is  married 
to  William  H.  Ziegler,  of  the  firm  of  Barbour  & 
Ziegler,  wholesale  coal  merchants  in  New  York. 

Ministerial  work  has  not  circumscribed  his 
sympathies,  and  Dr.  Bowdish  takes  keen  inter- 
est in  all  phases  of  life.  As  a citizen  he  upholds 
strongly  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  belongs  to  various  fraternal  societies. 
The  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Noseehogan  Lodge,  at  Water- 
bury,  Conn.;  the  Masonic  Veterans  of  Brooklyn, 
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N.  Y. ; the  F.  & A.  M.,  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  2, 
Middletown,  Conn.,  and  the  K.  T.,  Washington 
Commandery,  No.  1,  at  Hartford,  from  which 
he  took  a dimit  to  Clinton  Commandery,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y..  ex-Governor  Seymour  having  been 
the  one  to  dub  him  Sir  Knight. 

The  list  of  pastorates  filled  by  Dr.  Bowdish 
constitutes  in  itself  an  honorable  record  of  work 
done.  Early  in  his  career  he  had  charge  of 
three  churches  in  the  Borough  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  the  Warren  Street,  Carroll  Park,  and  First 
Place  Church,  and  in  the  last  named  he  served 
for  two  full  pastorates.  He  then  went  to  Wash- 
ington Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  and  later  to  First  Church.  Water- 
bury,  where  the  growth  of  the  congregation  was 
so  sufficiently  increased  that  he  was  urged  to 
build  a second  church,  now  known  as  St.  Paul's. 
In  the  Borough  of  Manhattan,  in  Greater  New 
York  City,  he  was  pastor  of  Trinity,  Cornell 
Memorial,  and  the  old  John  Street  Churches,  and 
then,  returning  to  Brooklyn,  he  took  charge  of 
Embury  Memorial,  Decatur  Street,  and  Lewis 
Avenue  Church.  At  the  latter  church  there  was 
built  during  the  Doctor’s  stay  a new  edifice, 
which  js  one  of  the  finest  in  that  celebrated 
“ City  of  Churches.”  From  this  charge  he  came 
in  1896,  to  the  Danbury  church,  the  largest 
Protestant  church  now  in  Connecticut,  where  his 
labors  have  borne  fruit  in  awakened  zeal  and  in- 
terest. Plain  and  practical,  popular  as  a teacher 
of  spiritual  truth,  his  sermons  yet  show  the  ten- 
derness and  sympathy  of  the  ideal  pastor  who  has 
learned  the  needs  of  his  people  in  their  own 
homes.  Rich  and  poor  find  in  him  a genuine 
friend,  and  this  quality  more  than  any  other  has 
made  his  intellectual  gifts  effective.  Revivals 
have  usually  continued  throughout  his  pastorates 
with  undiminished  interest,  multitudes  of  souls 
having  been  won  to  a better  life.  In  fact,  it  is 
in  the  strictly  religious  lines  of  work  that  he  has 
always  been  the  most  aggressive,  although  he 
has  been  eminently  successful  as  a manager  of 
the  material  interests  of  the  Churches  which  he 
has  served,  building  new  edifices,  and  raising  the 
debts  on  old  ones,  and  caring  for  the  varied 
benevolent  enterprises  as  well  as  for  current  ex- 
penses. To  quote  the  words  of  one  who  knew 
him  well:  “He  is  a genial  gentleman,  and  a 
true  friend.  The  more  men  of  this  all-round 
fidelity  we  have  in  the  ministry  the  sooner  will 
this  sin-cursed  world  be  won  back  to  the 
Father. " 

As  an  instance  of  the  originality  and  forceful 
character  which  have  distinguished  him  we  need 
only  mention  the  inauguration  of  the  inter-denom- 
inational services  at  John  St.  Church,  Method- 


ist Episcopal,  in  the  Borough  of  Manhattan  of 
Greater  New  York,  which  gained  a national  rep- 
utation and  influence,  and  did  much  to  aid  the 
advance  of  practical  catholicity  of  spirit  among 
all  Christians.  The  old  church  had  lost  much 
of  its  former  usefulness  through  the  removal  of 
the  residence  portion  of  the  city  to  up-town  dis- 
tricts, and  a serious  problem  confronted  Dr. 
Bowdish  when  he  began  his  work  there.  Old 
methods,  such  as  he  had  followed  successfully 
elsewhere,  would  not  meet  the  peculiar  needs  of 
this  historic  Church,  and  he  bravely  launched 
into  new  lines,  by  which  he  developed  and 
maintained  a healthy,  active  Church  life.  The 
formerly-deplored  encroachment  of  business 
blocks  was  turned  to  glorious  advantage  by  the 
establishment  of  noonday  prayer  meetings  for 
business  men  with  results  that  none  but  the  Re- 
cording Angel  can  know.  Of  the  inter-denomi- 
national sermons,  which  were  sustained  through 
the  three  years  of  his  pastorate,  we  will  let  the 
Doctor  himself  speak,  copying  from  some  re- 
marks made  by  him  at  the  Inter-denominational 
Jubilee  Service  held  at  the  old  John  St.  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  Monday  afternoon,  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1891.  "1  want  to  say  that  the  first 

conception  of  these  services  ran  along  somewhat 
on  the  line  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  that  calls 
us  together  once  a year  for  prayer.  One  night 
after  a very  hard  day’s  work  I was  unable  to 
sleep,  and  was  praying  earnestly  that  God  might 
show  me  something  to  do  by  which  all  business 
men  might  have  the  week  of  prayer  in  this  part 
the  city.  It  occurred  to  me  that  when  I had 
been  pastor  of  Churches  up-town,  the  meetings 
were  attended  mostly  by  ladies.  Why  was  it? 
It  was  because  the  men  were  down  in  this  part 
of  the  city,  and  I said,  * if  I can  get  one  or  two 
ministers  of  different  denominations  to  come  here 
and  supply  the  pulpit,  and  lead  in  the  services, 
we  can  have  a week  of  prayer  in  lower  New 
York.'  But  the  topics  and  the  leaders  came  up 
to  my  mind  so  quickly  that  1 said,  • I think  we 
might  have  a month  of  Evangelistical  services 
here,’  and  the  name  ‘Inter-denominational’  be- 
ing suggested,  I filled  it  up  in  that  way.  Do  you 
know  that  when  we  went  to  these  dear  ministers 
and  asked  them  if  they  would  take  part  in  the 
first  services,  there  was  not  one  person  who  was 
not  able  to  say  yes.  And  so,  during  the  entire 
three  years,  these  services  have  been  going  on, 
and  I have  had  some  of  the  dearest  fellowships  I 
have  ever  known  among  the  ministers  of  the  dif- 
ferent denominations  in  this  and  adjoining  cities. 
I am  glad  that  the  trustees  and  the  official  board 
of  this  Church  have  seconded  me  in  this  effort. 
We  are  all  glad  that  Old  John  St.  Church  with 
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the  memory  of  125  years  back  of  us,  with  prayer 
during  all  this  time  going  up  from  the  consecrat- 
ed spot,  is  here  holding  her  place  among  the 
business  men  of  this  city,  and  is  to-day  employed 
in  some  of  the  noblest  work  of  her  history.  1 
shall  feel  a little  lonesome  possibly  when  these 
services  close.  God  bless  the  dear  ministers  and 
laymen  who  have  shared  in  these  services  during 
the  past  three  years.  I thank  you  for  the  reso- 
lutions you  have  passed.  I am  very  much 
obliged  to  you  for  this  expression  of  your  re- 
gard.” 

Notwithstanding  his  arduous  duties  as  pastor. 
Dr.  Bowdish  has  found,  or  made,  time  to  pre- 
pare several  books  for  the  press,  including  two 
volumes  entitled  “ Inter-Denominational  Sermons 
Delivered  in  the  Old  John  Street  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Manhattan,  Greater  New 
York  City.”  The  first,  published  in  1890,  con- 
tained 243  pages,  and  the  second,  in  1891,  was 
still  larger,  325  pages  being  required  to  preserve 
in  this  lasting  form  the  inspiring  words  of  those 
who  helped  in  this  memorable  enterprise.  It  is 
the  hope  of  all  that  this  honored  minister  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  many  years  of  added  use- 
fulness before  him,  and  the  State  will  be  glad  to 
preserve  his  name  among  the  excellent  pastors  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


ISAAC  B.  HALL  is  a leading  agriculturist  of 
the  town  of  Sherman,  and  is  held  in  high  es- 
teem by  his  feliow  citizens,  who  have  more  than 
once  called  upon  him  to  fill  the  offices  of  respon- 
sibility and  trust  in  the  community'. 

Mr.  Hall  comes  of  excellent  ancestry,  and 
in  the  early  days  the  family  was  identified  with 
the  town  of  Trumbull,  this  county,  his  grandfa- 
ther, Daniel  Hall,  having  been  there  born  and 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming,  which  he 
followed  throughout  his  life.  He  and  his  wife 
Jemima  had  six  children:  Alben;  Lansing;  Sal- 

mon. who  married  Miss  Malinda  Bennett;  Ben- 
jamin; Tabitha.  wife  of  Curtis  Edwards,  and 
Mabel,  wife  of  Hall  Beardsley. 

Alben  Hall,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
October  20,  1798.  in  the  town  of  Trumbull, 
where  he  received  his  earlier  education.  During 
his  boyhood  he  spent  a year  on  a coasting  vessel, 
and  afterward  was  apprenticed  to  a cloth  manu- 
facturer, with  whom  he  learned  the  business  of 
wool  carding.  He  then  established  himself  in 
that  line  of  business,  but  after  a short  time  he 
sold  out,  and  for  awhile  was  employed  in  teach- 
ing school,  after  which  he  engaged  in  general 
farming.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Demo- 


crat, and  he  took  much  interest  in  local  affairs, 
holding  various  minor  offices.  His  first  wife, 
Hulda  (Taylor),  lived  only  eleven  weeks  after 
their  marriage.  She  was  born  August  1,  1802, 
the  daughter  of  Hiram  Taylor,  of  Hucklebury 
Hill,  in  the  town  of  Brookfield,  this  county,  and 
I was  one  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  became  a 
| credit  to  their  parents.  Mr.  Hall  formed  a sec- 
I ond  matrimonial  union,  this  time  with  Miss  Lola 
Turner,  daughter  of  Enoch  and  Sylvia  (Webb) 
Turner,  of  New'  Haven,  Conn.  She  was  a lady 
of  marked  mental  ability,  and  for  twenty-five 
years  previous  to  her  marriage  she  taught  school. 
Her  disposition  was  unusually  bright  and  cheer- 
ful, and  she  won  the  love  of  all  who  knew  her. 
She  was  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  at  Sherman.  She  died  at  the  homestead 
I at  an  extremely  advanced  age,  her  faculties  be- 
| ing  clear  to  the  last,  however.  Her  father,  who 
| was  but  a bov  of  fourteen  when  the  Revolution- 
ary war  broke  out,  served  through  that  struggle; 
later  he  followed  the  mason's  trade  for  some 
time,  and  his  last  years  were  spent  in  farming 
near  Sherman.  Alben  and  Lola  Hal!  had  two 
children,  our  subject  being  the  younger.  Phoebe 
| A.,  born  May  28,  1 838,  was  educated  in  the  town 
I of  Sherman,  and  for  a few  years  previous  to  her 
1 death,  which  occurred  when  she  was  twenty-two 
I years  old,  she  was  successfully  engaged  in  teach- 
| ing. 

Isaac  B.  Hall  was  born  August  22,  1839,  in 
the  town  of  Newtown,  this  county,  where  his 
education  was  begun  in  the  common  schools. 
Later  he  pursued  his  studies  in  a select  school  in 
Sherman  under  the  instruction  of  C.  B.  Andrews, 
afterward  governor  of  this  State  and  now  chief 
justice  of  the  State  Supreme  Court.  On  leaving 
school  Mr.  Hall  engaged  in  farming,  which  he 
has  ever  since  followed  in  connection  with  butch- 
ering. He  takes  an  active  part  in  local  affairs  in 
the  town  of  Sherman,  being  one  of  the  leading 
Democrats  of  the  locality,  and  he  has  held  nu- 
merous offices,  including  those  of  assessor,  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  relief,  and  justice  of  the  peace, 

I and  for  many  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
I school  board.  On  November  9,  1869,  he  mar- 
i ried  Miss  Abbie  J.  Wanzer,  by  whom  he  has  had 
| three  children:  Lottie  P.,  born  Septembers’ 

| 1870;  Emma  L. , born  November  24,  1872,  and 
! Charles  H.,  born  December  9,  1875,  and  die 
| July  25.  1876. 

Mrs.  Hall  was  born  in  the  town  of  8e 
i Fairfield,  this  county,  and  was  educated  in  the 
i common  schools.  The  Wanzer  family  dates 
1 back  to  Colonial  times,  having  been  first  repre- 
1 sented  in  this  country  by  four  brothers,  Isaac, 
i Jacob,  Abraham  and  Cheshire,  who  came  from 
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Hessen-Cassel,  Germany,  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  seventeenth  century.  Abraham  settled  in 
Connecticut,  and  Isaac  and  Jacob  on  Long  Isl- 
and, Cheshire  s location  is  not  known,  all  trace 
of  him  having  been  lost.  Abraham  Wanzer 
married  Abigail  Husted,  a lady  of  English  de- 
scent, and  had  two  sons,  Moses  and  Anthony 
Moses  married  Elizapeth  Knapp,  who  was  also 
of  English  blood,  and  they  had  a numerous  fam- 
ily of  children,  the  names  with  dates  of  birth 
being  as  follows:  Abraham,  12  mo.,  16,  1748- 
Nicholas  10  mo.,  22,  175,;  Gewiab,  12  mo.,  s’ 
1753;  Moses,  5 mo.,  n,  1755;  Ebenezer  (1),  2 
mo.,  10,  1757,  who  died  1 mo.,  16,  1758-  Abi- 
gai.  9 mo.  6,  1758;  Ebenezer  (2),  6 mo.,  3, 
/60;  Husted  2 mo.,  3,  1762;  Elizabeth,  6 mo  , 
i/,  1764;  John,  7 mo.,  13,  1766,  and  Anna,  1 
°-,  9,  I77I-  Of  these,  John  Wanzer,  Mrs. 

v-  ” p-§rafi1iat  uCr’  Wh°  Was  born  in  the  town  of 

f r airfield,  became  a successful  farmer  of  the 
same  locahty  He  married  Miss  Grace  Swords, 
daughter  0f  Francis  Dawson  Swords,  who  is 
mem.oned  more  fully  below.  The  children  of 
his  union  were  Abraham,  born  4 mo.,  22,  1793- 
aac,  „ mo.,  26,  ,795;  Jacob,  4 mo.,  3,  1798 
tme/’  ? .mo  ’ '3’  *8oo;  Abigail,  9 mo.,-  5 
'*  l8°5:  E1i«beth,  8 mo.,’ 
s’62JohnJ"  12  mo-.  1 3.  1809;  Francis  D. 

■«d  Mil,  k **“•  >■  ' ••■5. 

lah„  E“n«  D ”s°  "w°’  l8'8'  H*“  s 

reared  i„  1 U , Wanzer-  was  born  and 
was  eduli/  °r  ° NeW  Fairfield-  where  he 
engaeed  in  fd  he  common  schools,  and  later 
crat  andmhfa™‘ng-  \n  he  was  a Demo- 

partv  in  h-  6 dl.d.?lucb  f°r  fhe  support  of  the 
fown  office!  neJfhborhood.  serving  at  times  in 
On  Nn  t He  Was  a “ birth-right  Quaker  ” 
Osborn  '4’  l838'  he  ^arried  Lucia  S. 

with  dates1!)!  h'3.,,  "'"l  cbi]dren’  whose  names 
> 3 1 sro  are  here  8iven  = H.  A. , April 
ruar!  422’  °ct°ber  '3.  .841;  M.  E..  Feb- 

Novembe’r  2,  isafi^F  p*T  5’  18441  R‘  D” 

G-.  Decembe;  17  g’  °;  'I501  I’ 

1854  ■ C F A’  ',52,  G.  T. , September  18, 

family  are  er-  ”•  ,856-  A»  of  this 

F.,  who  died  Feb  Wnt'ng’  living'  excePt  Sarah 
Passed  awav  f!k  r>'  l84~'  The  father 

May  24,  ,gg2  ruar.v  17.  1875,  the  mother  on 

da^hw  5ob°rn,  Wa!  born  March  7,  1818. 


Hall’s  mother;  Charlotte  E.,  born  November  * 
1819,  died  March  4,  1821;  C.  H..  born  Septeml 

be/  1°’  ’82*;  CharleS  H-  born  Ju|y  26,  .823; 
Pb®bewC  ' born  April  12,  1825,  died  July  12, 
t826;  M.  A.,  born  May  31,  1827,  died  May  5, 
1898,  and  Susan  P.,  born  December  30  1820 
who  is  still  living. 

Francis  Dawson  Swords,  Mrs.  Hall’s  ances- 
tor, came  from  Canada  about  1750,  and  located 
in  Greenfield,  Conn.  He  served  in  the  French 
and  Indian  wars  of  his  time.  His  education  was 
unusually  good  for  those  days,  and  for  some  time 
he  taught  school.  He  always  wore  buckled 
shoes,  which  had  been  in  fashion  in  his  youth  and 
early  manhood,  believing  it  to  be  beneath  him 
to  begin  in  later  years  “to  fasten  his  shoes  with 
strings.”  By  his  second  wife,  Amittia  (Graves), 
of  Boston,  a lady  of  English  parentage,  he  had 
the  following  children:  Francis,  born  7 mo., 

17.  1763;  Elizabeth,  9 mo.,  16,  1766;  Libbeus’ 

1 mo.,  2i,  1769;  Lovia,  11  ino.,  17,  1770; 
Hector,  3 mo.,  5,  1772;  and  Grace,  9 mo.,  11, 
1774.  Of  these,  Francis  died  at  Craler  Ferry 
in  July,  1778,  and  Hector  at  Calcutta  in  1793. 


Tr  EVI  FRANKLIN  SHERWOOD,  one  of 
* " Southport’s  able  and  enterprising  merchants, 


'he  daughter  u WaS  born  March  7’  l8lS- 

He  wa/bofn  t ephun  0sborn-  of  N'ew  Milford. 
r>ed  November'' °V-e°"-er  4’— *^8 1 ’ and  wa*  — 


a wXVS6r  ,8,S-  to  Thalia’ Leach  Dayton," 
26,  18,,  l0"6  S°n’  F-  C-  Dayton,  born 

died  April  1,  !^aS  boI,n  SePtember  1,  1791,  and 
M.,  born  Sent  u Fheir  children  were  Sarah 
0 September  ,2,  ,816;  Lucia  S„  Mrs. 


is  one  whose  history  bears  witness  to  a high  ideal 
of  citizenship.  A successful  business  man,  a pro- 
gressive and  public-spirited  citizen,  his  example 
is  worthy  of  emulation. 

Mr.  Sherwood  was  born  February  28,  1839, 
at  Greenfield  Hill,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  a son  of 
Eli  Sherwood  and  a grandson  of  Hezekiah  Sher- 
wood, a farmer  of  Greenfield  Hill,  who  was  twice 
married  and  had  a large  family  of  children,  Eli 
being  the  eldest  son  by  the  first  wife.  Grand- 
father Sherwood  was  a jovial  friend'and  a man  of 
excellent  heart,  in  his  later  years  being  a great 
friend  of  the  young  folks,  for  whom  he  always 
had  a pleasant  and  merry  word.  He  was  born 
April  28,  1 777,  and  died  May  8,  1851;  his  first 
wife,  Mabel  (Banks),  was  born  October  31,  1781, 
and  died  May  20,  1805.  They  sleep  their  last 
sleep  in  Greenfield  Hill  cemetery. 

Eli  Sherwood,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  May  26,  1801,  at  Greenfield  Hill,  Fairfield 
county,  and  received  such  education  as  was  with- 
in reach  of  the  farmer  boy  of  his  time.  In  early 
manhood  he  married  Miss  Anna  Caroline  Banks, 
a native  of  Greenfield  Hill,  and  daughter  of  Jon- 
athan Banks,  Jr.,  and  Abigail  (Wakeman),  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  March  24,  1783,  and 
died  October  19,1820,  from  the  result  of  an  acci- 
dent; the  mother  was  born  November  27,  1786, 
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and  died  October  20,  1841.  A brief  record  of 
the  children  born  to  Eli  and  Anna  C.  (Banks) 
Sherwood  is  as  follows:  (1)  Augustus  J.  (deceased) 
was  for  many  years  a schoolteacher,  was  a wide- 
ly-known man  and  a well-to-do  citizen;  he  was  a 
prominent  Democrat,  and  represented  his  district 
in  the  State  Legislature.  (2)  Erastus  B.  was  a 
merchant  at  Rockville  Center,  L.  I.  (3)  Levi 
Franklin  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  (4)  Mary 
A.  married  Henry  Lockwood,  and  died  at  Green- 
field Hill.  (5)  Anna  A.,  the  youngest,  died  un- 
married. Eli  Sherwood  was  a lifelong  farmer 
in  the  vicinity  of  Greenfield  Hill,  and  met  with 
an  average  degree  of  success  in  his  occupation. 
He  was  a Democrat,  but  not  active  in  politics, 
merely  recording  his  vote  regularly.  He  was 
above  the  average  in  height,  strong  and  wiry, 
always  industrious  and  full  of  energy  until  within 
a short  time  of  his  death,  and  during  his  busy 
lifetime  did  a vast  amount  of  work.  He  and  his 
wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  Greenfield 
Congregational  Church.  He  passed  from  earth 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine,  Mrs.  Sherwood  when 
seventy-five  years  old;  their  names  are  recorded 
in  Oaklawn  cemetery. 

Levi  F.  Sherwood  secured  a liberal  education 
at  the  village  schools,  and  supplemented  same 
•with  an  attendance  of  one  year  and  six  months 
at  Easton  Academy,  laying  aside  his  school  books 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  up  to  which  time  he  had 
aided,  as  best  he  could,  in  the  farm  work.  He 
then  went  to  Saugatuck,  Fairfield  county,  and  for 
over  two  years  clerked  in  the  dry-goods  and  gro- 
cery store  of  A.  L.  Winton,  the  first  year  on  a 
salary  of  $50  and  board,  and  the  second  year 
receiving  $100  and  a present  of  a silver  watch  as 
a token  of  appreciation,  which  he  now  prizes 
highly.  This  was  the  commencement  of  a re- 
markably successful  mercantile  career.  From 
Saugatuck  he  removed  to  Lyons  Plain,  Conn., 
and  clerked  in  a store  there,  but  not  long,  and  1 
we  next  find  him  “on  the  road.”  For  nine  years 
he  traveled  throughout  Long  Island,  part  of  the 
time  selling  his  own  goods,  part  of  the  time  rep- 
resenting others.  By  perseverance,  industry  and 
thrift  he  succeeded  in  amassing  some  means,  and 
in  1866  he  came  to  Southport,  becoming  a part- 
ner in  a general  store  business  with  his  cousin, 
Simon  Banks,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  Banks 
& Sherwood.  In  connection  with  their  store 
thev  ran  a market  boat  weekly  to  and  from  New 
York,  and  also  dealt  in  coal  and  wood.  At  the 
end  of  four  years  Mr.  Sherwood  sold  out  his 
interest  to  Mr.  Banks,  and  shortly  afterward  he 
purchased  the  hardware  business  of  the  heirs  of 
David  Bradley,  at  that  time  carried  on  in  Mr.  1 
Sherwood's  present  store.  Mr.  Bradley  had  also  1 


been  postmaster  of  the  village,  and  Mr.  Sher- 
wood was  appointed  his  successor  in  that  incum- 
bency, serving  fifteen  consecutive  years,  until 
Cleveland’s  first  administration.  By  the  gradual 
introduction  of  groceries,  grain,  flour  and  feed, 
our  subject  expanded  the  business,  in  courseof 
time  abandoning  the  hardware  branch,  and  con- 
fining the  trade  entirely  to  the  lines  above  men- 
tioned— as  it  stands  at  present,  the  most  exten- 
sive one  in  Southport. 

On  September  26,  1866,  Mr.  Sherwood  was 
married,  in  Easton,  to  Miss  Esther  Wheeler,  a 
very  estimable  and  worthy  young  lady,  who  was 
born  November  22,  1845,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Malvina  (Smith;  Wheeler,  and  children  as  fol- 
low’s have  been  born  to  them:  Royal  Wheeler, 
who  is  a traveling  salesman;  Lillian  Esther,  who 
died  when  four  years  old;  and  Annie  Wheeler, 
at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherwood  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Southport,  with 
which  they  united  in  November,  1870,  Mr.  Sher- 
wood being  deacon  in  same,  a member  of  the 
executive  board  and  also  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  for  a number  of  years.  A Re- 
publican in  politics,  he  takes  an  active  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  party.  He  is  a zealous  offi- 
cial of  the  Southport  Savings  Bank,  and,  taken 
all  in  all,  he  stands  to-day  as  one  of  Southport's 
most  useful,  most  enterprising  and  most  loyal 
citizens,  having  no  superior.  Purely  self-made, 
he  has,  by  indefatigable  energy,  consummate 
business  tact,  and  honest  and  fair  dealings  in  all 
his  transactions,  accumulated  a nice  property, 
and  reached  the  enviable  position  he  how  holds 
in  society.  He  has  many  sterling  characteristics, 
but  the  most  noted  is  his  integrity,  for  his  word 
can  always  be  depended  upon — his  inheritance, 
he  claims,  being  the  training  of  Christian  par- 
ents. 


MON.  HENRY  BERND,  of  Danbury,  is  one 

of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  the 

county,  his  successful  business  career  and  his 
long  and  faithful  service  in  various  offices  of  pub- 
lic trust  giving  him  a wide  reputation.  His 
popularity’  among  his  fellow  townsmen  is  shown 
by  the  political  honors  gained  through  their  con- 
stant support,  and  his  ability  and  fidelity  have 
justified  their  confidence.  As  one  of  the  substan- 
tial business  men  remarked  to  the  writer— "A” 
through  his  public  career  you  cannot  point  to  a 
dishonest  act.” 

Senator  Bernd  is  a member  of  an  old  Pensyl- 
vania  family,  and  his  grandfather,  George  Bernd 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  late 
Peter  Bernd,  the  Senator's  father,  was  a native 
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of  Montgomery  county,  Penn,  born  June  13,  1801. 
In  1836  he  settled  at  Upper  Milford,  in  the 
same  State,  and  remained  until  1855.  when  he 
made  his  permanent  home  at  Allentown,  Penn. 
He  died  there  from  paralysis  on  March  it, 
1882,  aged  eighty  years,  eight  months  and 
twenty-eight  days.  He  was  greatly  esteemed  by 
all  who  knew  him,  his  sterling  qualities  of  char- 
acter being  revealed  in  all  the  varied  walks  of 
life.  Intelligent,  industrious  and  thrifty,  he 
left  an  unblemished  reputation  as  a citizen,  while 
in  the  closer  relations  of  social  and  domestic  life 
he  was  always  kind,  loving  and  considerate,  his 
constant  aim  being  to  leave  no  Christian  duty 
undone.  His  beloved  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Christiania  Hoffman,  passed  to  the  unseen 
life  some  years  before  him.  and  a tasteful  monu- 
ment over  her  grave  at  Allentown  bears  this  in- 
scription: 

OUR  MOTHER. 

CHRISTIANIA  H. 

WIFE  OF 

PETER  BERND. 

BORN  IN  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY,  PA. 

MAY  28,  I/93- 
DIE!' 

AUGUST  20,  1873, 

AGED  80  YEARS,  2 MONTHS,  AND  22  DAYS. 

“ DEAREST  MOTHER,  THY  CARES  AND  TROUBLES 
ARE  O’ER,  THY  ONLY  ENEMY  IS  CONQUERED.” 

This  worthy  couple  reared  a family  of  nine 
children:  John,  a resident  of  Emans,  Penn.; 

William,  of  Michigan:  Jesse,  of  Reading,  Penn., 
Peter,  Jeremiah  and  Henry,  all  residing  in  Dan- 
bury, Conn.;  Lovina.  wife  of  William  Osmun, 
of  Allentown.  Penn. ; Christiania,  wife  of  William 
Bortz,  of  Americus,  Kans. ; and  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Enoch  Wetzel),  of  Lehigh  county, 
Penn.,  but  now  a resident  of  West  Point,  Ne- 
braska. 

Hon.  Henry  Bernd  was  born  at  the  old  home 
in  Allentown,  January  15.  1837,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  that 
city.  At  an  early  age  he  learned  the  cigar 
maker’s  trade,  completing  his  apprenticeship 
when  only  fifteen  years  old,  and  for  some  time 
he  worked  at  this  business  in  different  places  in 
Pennsylvania.  In  April,  1856,  he  located  at 
Danbury,  where  he  was  employed  at  his  trade 
for  about  two  years,  but  in  October,  1858,  when 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  began  manu- 
facturing cigars  on  his  own  account,  establishing 


business  with  a handsome  competence.  He  has 
been  and  is  identified  with  various  important  en- 
terprises, and  at  the  organization  of  the  Electric 
Light  Company  of  Danbury,  which  has  since 
been  merged  with  the  Danbury  Gas  Company, 
he  was  chosen  its  first  president.  He  is  a director 
in  the  Danbury  and  Bethel  Electric  Railroad 
Company,  and  for  many  years  past  has  held  the 
| same  relation  to  the  Danbury  Gas  Company. 

I On  May  28,  1863,  Mr.  Bernd  married  Miss 
Clarissa  J.  Leibensperger,  daughter  of  David 
and  Polly  (Smith)  Liebensperger,  of  Allentown, 
Penn.,  and  they  have  four  children:  Arthur  E., 

I della  May,  Jennie  C.  and  Cora  B.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bernd  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
at  Allentown,  Penn.,  but  they  attend  the  First 
Congregational  Church  at  Danbury.  Their  pleas- 
ant home,  at  No.  13  Delay  street,  is  a center  of 
hospitality,  and  Mr.  Bernd  is  an  active  member 
of  various  social  orders,  including  the  “ Town 
Club,”  of  Danbury;  Union  Lodge  No.  40,  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Eureka  Chapter  No.  28,  R.  A.  M.; 
Crusader  Commandery  No.  10,  K.  T.,  and  the 
Mystic  Shrine. 

In  recent  years  Mr.  Bernd  has  given  much  of 
his  time  to  public  affairs,  and  the  characteristics 
which  brought  him  success  in  the  commercial 
world  in  the  face  of  heavy  odds  have  told  equally 
well  in  his  service  to  his  fellowmen.  Always  a 
leader  in  anything  in  which  he  chooses  to  inter- 
est himself,  he  has,  since  entering  the  arena  of 
politics,  been  one  of  the  foremost  members  of 
the  Republican  party  in  the  State,  and  his  con- 
scientious adherence  to  duty,  his  faithfulness  to 
promises,  and,  above  all,  his  good  sense  and 
judgment,  have  won  him  an  unusually  high 
place  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  public. 
Though  the  honors  of  which  he  has  proved  him- 
I self  so  deserving  have  no  doubt  been  gratifying, 
they  have  never  to  Mr.  Bernd  been  of  greater 
importance  than  his  own  self-respect,  which  is 
ever,  in  his  opinion,  as  important  and  difficult  to 
gain  and  retain  as  the  more  ostentatious  homage 
of  the  public.  His  indomitability,  developed  in 
years  of  struggle  for  pre-eminence  in  business 
circles,  has  shown  itself  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion in  his  career  as  an  official,  and,  as  will  be 
seen  in  the  record  of  his  services  for  various 
movements  for  the  benefit  and  improvement  of 
the  community  in  general,  he  labors  persistently 
until  he  carries  his  point,  and  by  his  coolness 
and  systematic  methods  overcomes  obstacle  after 
obstacle  until  his  object  is  attained.  He  is  self- 


a wholesale  and  retail  business.  His  capital 
amounted  to  $120,  but  his  fund  of  energy  and 
shrewd  judgment  made  good  the  lack  of  money, 
and  on  January  1,  1 8S  5 , he  retired  from  the 


reliant  in  everything  he  undertakes,  a deep 
thinker,  and  with  a mind  as  liberal  and  lofty  as 
it  is  ambitious,  a wide-reaching  spirit  of  enter- 
prise, refined  tastes  and  sympathies  that  give 
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him  touch  with  all  classes,  he  has  made  a record 
as  a public  worker,  not  only  in  his  own  locality, 
but  all  over  the  State,  of  which  he  may  justly 
be  proud.  And  yet  in  all  this  Mr.  Bernd  has 
only  shown  himself,  as  he  is,  a man  public- 
spirited  and  aspirinp  for  the  good  of  his  fellow- 
men,  with  a fine  sense  of  duty,  and  capable  in 
its  performance. 

In  1884  Mr.  Bernd  became  prominent  in 
municipal  life,  being  elected  a member  of  the 
board  of  burgesses  of  Danbury,  then  a borough, 
and  this  office  he  held  for  two  years.  On  Octo- 
ber 1,  1885,  he  was  chosen  third  selectman,  and 
in  the  following  year  he  was  made  first  select- 
man. In  October,  1887,  he  was  again  elected  as 
the  third  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  and 
from  October,  1888,  to  1893.  when  he  did  not 
run  for  the  office,  he  served  continuously  as 
first  selectman.  In  1885  the  town  debt  was 
$75,000,  but  during  Mr.  Bernd's  service  as 
selectman  this  was  entirely  wiped  out,  the 
auditor’s  report  for  September  28,  1892,  show- 
ing a surplus  of  $8,984.69.  During  this  time 
the  rate  of  taxation  was  lowered  from  ten  mills 
to  five  mills.  In  1894  Mr.  Bernd  was  again 
elected  first  selectman,  and  during  that  term  the 
new  almshouse  was  completed.  In  1896  he 
was  made  the  nominee  of  his  party  for  the  same 
position, against  his  will,  but  he  was  not  elected. 

In  November,  1894,  Mr.  Bernd  was  elected 
to  the  State  Senate  from  the  Fifteenth  Senator- 
ial District,  by  a majority  of  436,  and  for  two 
years  he  took  a prominent  part  in  the  work  of 
that  body,  serving  on  the  committee  on  Humane 
Institutions  and  thePutnam  Memorial  committee. 
One  of  bis  greatest  achievements  was  the  secur- 
ing of  an  increase  in  the  annual  appropriation 
for  the  Danbury  Hospital.  The  Evening  News, 
of  Danbury,  says  under  date  of  June  13,  1895: 
“ In  the  Senate  yesterday,  the  petition  concern- 
ing the  annual  appropriation  to  the  Danbury  Hos- 
pital was  taken  up.  Senator  Bernd  had  made  a 
strong  effort  in  behalf  of  the  petition,  but  had 
been  handicapped  by  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Appropriations,  which  had  reported 
unanimously  against  the  measure.  Yesterday, 
however, the  tide  turned  and  much  of  the  opposi- 
tion was  silenced.  Senator  Bernd  made  a stir- 
ring speech,  and  was  ably  seconded  by  several 
other  senators.  At  last  the  petition  was  with- 
drawn, and  a resolution  was  offered  providing 
that  the  annual  appropriation  to  the  hospital  be 
$5,000.  The  resolution  was  submitted  to  a vote 
and  passed  unanimously. 

* • The  speech  of  Senator  Bernd  is  said  to  have 
been  one  of  the  best  delivered  in  the  Senate  dur- 
ing the  present  session.  It  was  enthusiastically 


applauded,  and  after  the  Senate  had  adjourned 
Senator  Bernd  was  the  recipient  of  many  con- 
gratulations. A part  of  the  speech  is  printed 
below: 

Mr.  President: — 1 regret  exceedingly  that  1 am  com- 
elled  to  take  the  floor  in  behalf  of  a measure  that  should 
ave  received  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the  comnmtM 
on  appropriations  and  which  should  receive  the  hearty  sup- 
port of  every  member  of  this  body.  It  is  not  my  desire  to 
make  a long  speech  at  this  time,  but  1 feel  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  lay  before  you  a few  pertinent  facts,  and  ask  you  to  con- 
sider them  from  the  standpoint  of  charity  and  humanity. 
One  of  the  noblest  institutions  in  this  grand  old  common- 
wealth, Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  is  the 
Danbury  Hospital. 

That  Hospital,  last  year,  received  patients  from  twenty- 
four  towns.  One  hundred  and  twenty-two  patients  were 
received  and  cared  for  during  the  year.  Of  those,  the  great 
majority  were  charity  patients.  A very  large  proportion 
were  emergency  cases,  the  patients  being  victims  of  rail- 
way and  other  accidents.  The  field  covered  by  the  Danbury 
Hospital  is  larger  than  that  covered  by  any  other  hospital  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut.  We  are  situated  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  State  and  draw  patients  from  the  section 
that  includes  the  whole  of  Litchfield  and  the  larger  part  of 
Fairfield  counties. 

Mr.  President,  the  managers  of  the  Danbury  Hospital  ask 
that  the  appropriation  granted  by  the  State  be  increased 
from  SiJ.OOO  to  So, 000  per  year;  not  for  the  purpose  of  extend- 
ing its  already  great  and  important  work,  but  to  enable  it  to 
continue  its  existence.  The  sum  that  has  been  received 
from  the  State  has  been  insufficient  to  pay  the  running 
expenses  of  the  hospital,  and  the  citizens  have  been  called 
upon  time  and  again  to  make  up  the  deficiencies.  The 
churches  have  aided  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  but  they  were 
able  to  do  but  little.  The  total  amount  received  from  the 
churches  last  vear  was  only  S81.50,  and  the  subscriptions 
from  individuals  were  proportionately  small. 

Poverty,  Mr.  President,  has  increased  the  number  of 
charity  patients  at  the  hospital,  and  has  almost  wiped  out  the 
class  of  paying  patients.  The  managers  have  repeatedly 
been  obliged  to  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets  to  enable 
the  hospital  to  continue  its  work.  They  are  no  longer  able 
to  contribute  so  generously,  and  are  compelled  to  ask  that 
the  State  come  to  their  assistance.  They  do  not  ask  any 
more  than  is  given  to  every  other  institution  of  its  kind  in 
the  State.  I desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
every  other  general  hospital  in  this  State  receives  from  the 
State  Sft.OOO  per  year.  Most  of  them  have  large  endowment 
funds  also.  The  Danbury  Hospital  is  a comparatively  new 
institution  and  struggling  hard  tor  an  existence.  Shall  it  be 
said  that  this  General  Assembly  allowed  the  doors  of  this 
noble  institution  to  be  closed  and  its  suffering  inmates  to  be 
turned  out  into  the  world  for  the  sake  of  saving  a few  dol- 
lars that  they  may  be  spent  for  far  less  worthy  causes.  1 
say  reverently,  God  forbid  such  economy!  The  Danbury 

Hospital  needs  money;  not  at  some  future  time  when  there 

is  less  need  for  rigid  economy,  but  it  needs  it 

M r.  President,  your  committee  on  humane  institutions 
visited  this  hospital  recently,  and  made  a thorough  investi- 
gation of  its  work  and  all  that  appertains  to  it.  That  com- 
mittee unanimously  recommended  the  increase  of  appro- 
priation asked  for.  They  did  not  make  that  report  without 
knowing  full  well  that  every  dollar  of  the  appropriation  was 
needed,  and  would  be  carefully  and  judiciously  expended. 

Mr.  President,  1 appeal  to  this  Senate  to  grant  this  addi- 
tional appropriation.  1 appeal  for  charity’s  sake  and  to 
God's  sake  that  the  State  of  Connecticut  intercede  to  save 
the  Danbury  Hospital  from  having -its  doors  closed  and  1 
keys  handed  over  to  the  keeping  of  its  creditors.  I11.50 
much  to  ask — only  §2,000.  It  is  only  what  you  are  giving 
every  general  hospital  in  the  State.  If  we  are  to  economic. 
Mr.  President,  let  us  not  do  so  at  the  cost  of  human  agon  • 
Human  forms  mangled  by  the  ruthless  hand  of  acc'v.  ' 
forms  wasted  by  sickness,  aVe  dependent  upon  the  generts  ) 
of  the  people  for  comfort  and  proper  care.  Eyes  madet 
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ful  by  distress  are  looking  piteously  toward  you,  gentlemen 
of  the  Senate,  and  voices  made  tremulous  by  affliction  and 
pain  are  lifted  in  a fervent  appeal  that  they  may  be  accorded 
the  slight  boon  it  is  within  your  power  to  grant. 

Mr.  President,  and  gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  before  clos- 
ing I desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  a very  poor 
man  who  was  supposed  to  be  critically  ill.  A consultation 
of  physicians  deci  ed  that  by  an  operation  there  was  one 
chance  in  a hundred  of  saving  his  life.  He  was  taken  to  the 
Danbury  Hospital,  and  the  operation  was  performed.  In  a 
few  weeks  he  began  to  recover,  and  to-day  is  well  and  strong. 
That  man,  Mr.  President,  has  a wife  and  seven  little  children 
depending  on  him  for  support.  1 tremble  to  think  of  their 
pitiable  condition  if  the  husband  and  father  had  died.  It  is 
because  we  had  the  Danbury  Hospital  and  the  operation  was 
performed  that  he  is  alive  to-day.  There  is  a still  more  har- 
rowing case  there  now.  A three-vears-old  child  has  a dis- 
ease that  has  almost  destroyed  its  eves.  The  physicians 
said  that  in  order  to  save  it  from  total  blindness  it  must  be 
sent  to  the  hospital  where  it  would  receive  care  and  treat- 
ment that  would  be  impossible  at  its  home.  The  little  one 
was  taken  to  the  hospital,  and  is  well  on  the  road  to  recov- 
ery. But  it  requires  the  almost  constant  attention  of  attained 
nurse.  Every  fifteen  minutes,  day  and  night,  for  many 
weeks,  that  poor  little  sufferer  has  been  taken  on  the  lap  of 
a trained  nurse  who  has  bathed  its  fevered  head,  and  washed 
its  almost  sightless  eyes  until  recovery  is  assured. 

Mr.  President  and  Senators,  I ask  if  the  restoration  of 
sight  to  that  one  helpless  babe  is  not  worth  many  times  more 
than  the  entire  cost  of  the  hospital?  Suppose  that  child  was 
yours  or  mine,  Mr.  President  or  gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 
would  we  not  feel  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  to  save  it, 
whatever  the  cost  might  be?  If  there  had  been  no  hospital 
at  Danbury,  that  poor  babe  would  have  been  condemned  to 
a life  of  blindness  and  perhaps  would  have  been  a charge  on 
the  State  for  its  whole  life. 

These  are  but  two  cases  out  of  a very  large  number.  It 
is  needless  to  say  more.  1 leave  it  with  this  body  to  decide 
whether  Danbury  shall  lose  its  hospital  so  that  this  General 
Assembly  shall  acquires  reputation  for  economy. 

Comments  on  Senator  Bernd's  Speech. 
“Adverse  report  by  the  appropriations  commit- 
tee on  increasing  the  annual  appropriation  to  the 
Danbury  Hospital  from  $3,000  to  $5,000.  Sena- 
tor Bernd  advocated  the  increase  in  an  interest- 
ing speech.  Senator  Chandler  also  spoke  in  its 
iavor.  Senator  Marigold  gave  a helping  word, 
as  did  Senators  Warner,  Webster,  Fuller  and 
Douglass.  The  report  of  the  committees  was 
rejected  and  the  resolution  passed.  Senator 
Bernd  was  congratulated  on  his  victory.” — Hart- 
ford Times. 

“ The  Senate  overturned  the  appropriations 
committee  to-day  by  voting  to  give  $2,000  ad- 
ditional annually  to  the  Danbury  Hospital. 
Senator  Bernd.  of  Danbury,  made  the  fight  for 
the  appropriation.  While  he  was  discussing  the 
measure  one  of  the  messengers  put  a glass  of 
water  on  his  desk.  * I don’t  take  water,  bring  me 
a beer,’  said  the  Senator,  and  the  remark  caused 
an  uproar  in  the  chamber.” — New  Haven 
Register. 

“Bernd,  of  Danbury,  won  a decisive  victory 
over  the  appropriations  committee  by  getting  the 
Senate  to  vote  $2,000  for  the  Danbury  Hospital. 
The  committee  had  reported  against  the  appro- 
priation. Mr.  Converse,  of  Stafford,  felt  so  badly 


over  the  Senate’s  action  that  he  engaged  Bernd 
in  a wordy  squabble  during  recess.  He  threat- 
ened to  kill  the  measure  in  the  House,  but  as 
Bernd  has  many  friends  in  that  body  the  young 
Stafford  gentleman  may  not  be  able  to  carry  out 
his  threat.” — Bridgeport  Farmer. 

• ‘ The  unfavorable  reports  of  the  committee  on 
appropriations  on  the  appropriation  of  $5,000 
for  the  Danbury  Hospital  caused  considerable 
debate.  Senator  Bernd,  of  Danbury,  made  a 
long  speech  advocating  the  extra  appropriation. 
He  showed  that  the  hospital  was  of  direct  benefit 
to  the  whole  western  section  of  the  State,  and 
he  told  of  the  good  work  it  had  done.  He  advo- 
cated the  appropriation  very  strongly.  Senators 
Chandler,  Marigold,  Coffey,  Douglas  and  War- 
ner supported  Senator  Bernd's  appeal.  Senator 
Bernd  carried  his  point,  and  the  appropriation 
was  made.  Shortly  after  one  o’clock  the  Senate 
took  a recess  till  two  o’clock." 

The  Meriden  Republican  said:  “ Senator 

Bernd,  of  Danbury,  made  the  hit  of  the  session 
in  the  Senate  to-day.  The  court  of  appeals  had 
reported  unfavorably  on  his  bill  to  increase  the 
annual  appropriation  of  $3,000  to  the  Danbury 
Hospital  to  $5,000.  His  committee  (humane 
institutions)  had  previously  reported  in  favor  of 
the  appropriation.  He  started  in  to  carry  the 
appropriation  through,  and  by  appealing  to  the 
Senate  for  • humanity’s,  for  charity’s,  for  God’s 
sake’,  to  pass  the  appropriation,  succeeded." 

New  Haven  Journal  and  Courier  said:  “ In 

the  Senate  this  afternoon.  Senator  Bernd,  of 
Danbury,  won  a notable  victory  in  the  face  of  an 
adverse  report  from  the  committee  on  appropria- 
tions. The  bill  appropriates  $5,000  for  the 
Danbury  Hospital,  and  Senator  Bernd  made  a 
telling  speech  in  its  favor,  and  the  bill  was  passed 
without  opposition.  After  the  vote  the  Senator 
was  warmly  congratulated  upon  his  success.” 


MENRY  BURR  CURTISS,  a military  vet- 

eran,  has  been  a resident  of  Bridgeport  for 

a number  of  years,  and  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character  have  won  for  him  the  friendship  and 
esteem  of  the  people  of  that  pleasant  city. 

Mr.  Curtiss  belongs  to  one  of  our  oldest  fam- 
ilies, and  is  a direct  descendant  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  William  Curtiss  (1),  an  English- 
man, who  came  to  America  in  1632,  and  located 
at  Roxbury,  Mass.,  his  wife  and  five  children 
joining  him  there  in  the  spring  of  1634.  As  a 
more  complete  account  of  the  family  is  given 
elsewhere,  we  will  briefly  trace  the  line  of  de- 
scent to  our  subject,  which  includes  William  (2), 
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a pioneer  settler  at  Stratford,  who  died  Decem- 
ber 21,  1702;  Zachariah  (November  14,  1659, 
June  — , 1748),  who  married  Hannah  Porter; 
Zachariah  (2),  who  died  June  12,  1 748;  Mitchell, 
who  was  married  February  II,  1753,  to  Phcebe 
Peet;  Daniel  Mitchell,  born  January  5.  1755, 
who  married  Hepsey  Burr;  and  Ira  Curtiss,  our 
subject’s  father  (December  8,  1800 — June  21, 
1849),  who  married  Mrs.  Sally  (Bradley)  Burrit, 
of  Stratford,  and  always  made  his  home  at  the 
old  farm  near  Nichols. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  29,  1840, 
at  the  old  homestead  near  Nichols,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  mainly  obtained  in  the  schools  of 
that  village.  In  his  youth  he  served  an  appren- 
ticeship in  the  carriage  shops  of  Nichols  Brothers, 
giving  especial  attention  to  the  making  of  car- 
riage bodies;  but  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out 
he  decided  to  offer  his  services  to  the  govern- 
ment. On  July  22,  1861.  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  5th  C.  V.  I.,  for  the  term  of  three 
vears,  during  which  he  saw  much  severe  fighting. 
On  August  9,  1862,  he  was  wounded  at  Cedar 
Mountain,  Va.,  but  after  five  months  confine- 
ment in  a hospital  he  returned  to  his  regiment, 
with  which  he  remained  until  mustered  out  July 
22,  1864,  at  Chattanooga.  Tenn.  On  his  return 
home  he  engaged  in  general  mercantile  business 
in  Nichols,  continuing  successfully  for  thirteen 
vears,  but  since  1885  he  has  resided  in  Bridge- 
port in  his  pleasant  home  at  No.  348  Noble 
avenue.  He  is  a member  of  Elias  Howe,  Jr., 
Post  No.  3,  G.  A.  R.,  at  that  place,  and  is  also 
an  active  worker  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  be- 
longing to  St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  8,  F.  & A.  M., 
at  Stratford,  and  the  Chapter,  Council  and  Com- 
mandery  at  Bridgeport. 

On  October  18,  1866,  Mr.  Curtiss  married 
Mrs.  Ellen  J.  Dewhurst,  who  passed  to  the  un- 
seen life  January  19,  1870.  On  November  12, 
1871,  he  formed  a second  union,  this  time  with 
Miss  Anna  A.  Marshall,  who  died  August  7,  1878. 
He  has  had  five  children.  The  two  by  the  first 
marriage  are:  (1)  Anna  Sarah,  born  February  3, 
1868.  and  (2)  George,  born  January  1 1 , 1870. 
Bv  the  second  union  there  were  three  children: 
(3)  Charles  Turney,  born  October  7.  1872,  who 
was  married  June  5,  1895,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  B. 
Nordahy,  and  has  one  son,  Charles  Henry,  born 
March  14.  1896;  (4>  Caroline  Esther,  born  Au- 
gust 4,  1874;  and  (s)  Augusta  M.,  born  July  29, 
1878. 

Jr  BRAHAM  TRAVIS  CLASON.  M.  D.  (de- 
)l  ceased;.  For  more  than  a quarter  of  a 
century  this  gifted  practitioner  ranked  among 


the  foremost  members  of  the  medical  profession 
in  this  section,  his  pre-eminent  ability  and  skill 
in  surgery  being  recognized  not  only  in  bis 
chosen  home,  Danbury,  but  throughout  this  and 
adjacent  counties  in  Connecticut  and  New  York; 
and  in  fact  on  more  than  one  occasion  he  was 
1 called  to  New  York  City  to  assist  in  some  criti- 
cal case  wherein  his  special  knowledge  was  de- 
sired. It  has  been  said  that  “ the  boy  is  father 
to  the  man,"  and  in  boyhood  Dr.  Clason dis- 
played in  a marked  degree  the  natural  aptitude 
for  the  noble  calling  in  which  he  afterward  be- 
came distinguished.  That  this  ability  was  in- 
herited there  can  be  no  doubt,  as  his  father, 
Solomon  Clason,  was  a leading  physician  in 
West  Chester,  N.  Y.  One  day,  when  our  subject 
was  but  ten  years  old,  he  was  playing  snowball 
with  some  schoolmates,  and  to  add  zest  to  the 
sport  they  “loaded”  the  balls,  each  being  mold- 
ed around  a stone.  The  missiles  were  decidedly 
dangerous,  and  before  long  one  of  the  boys  re- 
ceived a bad  scalp  wound  three  or  four  inches 
long,  and  down  to  the  bone.  As  Dr.  Solomon 
Clason  was  away  from  home  at  the  time  the  lit- 
tle ten-year-old  offered  to  dress  the  wound,  and 
so  well  did  he  perform  the  task  that  when  the 
father  returned  and  the  sufferer  was  brought  to 
him  for  inspection  he  declared  that  he  himself 
could  have  done  no  better.  Other  cases  requir- 
ing prompt  surgical  attention  were  treated  by 
him  from  time  to  time  with  complete  success, 
and  while  a mere  boy  he  became  known  as  the 
“ Professor.  ” 

Dr.  Clason  was  a native  of  the  Empire  State, 
having  first  seen  the  light  at  Peekskill-on-the- 
Hudson  March  22,  1840.  His  grandparents, 
Solomon  and  Ruth  (Smith)  Clason,  resided  at 
Siamford,  Conn,  where  Dr.  Solomon  Clason, 
our  subject's  father,  was  born  in  April,  1792- 
The  latter  passed  his  youth  at  Stamford,  attend- 
ing the  public  schools  and  afterward  the  acade- 
my, from  which  he  was  graduated.  When  only 
eighteen  years  old  he  became  a teacher  in  the 
academy,  and  while  thus  engaged  he  began  the 
I study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Hubbard,  of  the  same 
I city.  After  teaching  several  years  he  went  to 
I Fish  kill , New  York,  and  continued  his  studies 
I under  the  direction  of  Dr.  White,  and  later  he 

l entered  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Universt- 

1 ty  of  New  York,  where  Dr.  North,  Dr.  Kissam, 

I Dr.  Watt  and  other  physicians  of  note  were  then 
l teaching.  On  graduating,  in  1828,  he  locate 
I at  Peekskill,  and  there  he  established  a large 
and  lucrative  practice  on  general  lines.  Hts 
death  occurred  at  Stormville,  Dutchess  county, 
N.  Y.  on  May  18,  1864,  when  he  was  m 
his  seventy-second  year.  He  married  Mar.' 
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Lyon,  who  was  born  July  6,  1705,  in  Bedford, 
N.  Y.  and  died  December  8.  1858.  She  was 
a granddaughter  of  Major  Samuel  Lyon  and 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Lyon.  Ma- 
jor Lyon  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary 
army  and  an  intimate  friend  of  General  Washing- 
ton and  Governor  John  Jay.  During  the  latter's 
absence  in  Europe  on  diplomatic  business  Major 
Lyon  took  charge  of  his  estate  at  Bedford,  West- 
chester county,  New  York,  purchasing  an  adjoin- 
ing place  where  he  afterward  continued  to  re- 
side. Thomas  Lyon  was  a large  land-holder, 
owning  three  thousand  acres  in  one  tract,  and 
the  Byram  tract  of  eight  miles  on  the  Sound, 
while  disposing  of  much  more,  he  retained  and 
divided  between  his  descendants,  on  which  some 
of  them  still  reside. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  a family  of 
three  children,  none  of  whom  ever  married  and 
all  are  now  deceased:  Sarah  Lyon  Clason  w'as 

born  in  Bedford,  N.  Y.,  May  2S,  1830,  and  died 
suddenly  May  21,  1898;  John  Addison,  born 
April  6,  1833,  in  Bedford.  N.  Y.,  died  at 
Mullen.  Hooker  Co.,  Neb.,  October  12,  1894. 

Dr.  Clason’s  education  was  begun  under  pri- 
vate tutors,  and  he  entered  Peekskill  Academy, 
where  he  studied  for  several  years  His  father 
was  his  preceptor  in  medicine,  and  after  a pre- 
liminary course  of  reading  he  pursued  his  profes- 
sional studies  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  New  York,  the  same  institution 
which  his  father  had  attended  In  1865  he  com- 
pleted the  regular  course  and  received  his  de- 
gree, but  he  spent  one  year  in  the  hospitals  of 
New  York  and  Brooklyn,  taking  special  work, 
for  which  he  was  awarded  an  extra  diploma.  As 
the  Civil  war  was  in  progress  during  his  attend- 
ance at  college,  he  had  unusual  opportunities  for 
practical  work  in  surgery  The  old  St.  Thomas 
Hospital  in  Central  Park  was  devoted  to  the 
wounded  soldiers  who  were  constantly  being  sent 
north  from  the  battlefield,  and  operations  were 
frequent.  The  university  was  permitted  to  send 
four  undergraduates  to  visit  the  hospital  and  as- 
sist the  surgeons  as  might  be  required,  and  our 
subject  was  one  of  the  fortunate  ones  chosen  by 
the  professors  to  this  coveted  post.  In  1867  Dr. 
Clason  opened  his  office  in  Danbury,  where  he 
remained  in  active  practice  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  June  16,  1896.  He  passed  away  at  the 
comparatively  early  age  of  fifty-six. 

So  thoroughly  absorbed  was  Dr.  Clason  in 
his  professional  labors,  and  in  the  research  nec- 
essary to  keep  abreast  of  scientific  advance  in 
all  branches  of  his  calling,  that  he  would  never 
consent  to  take  public  office  of  any  kind,  believ- 
ing that  an  undivided  allegiance  was  due  to  his 
33 


chosen  work.  His  sympathies  were  always  on' 
the  side  of  progress,  and  he  took  an  intelligent 
interest  in  the  great  issues  of  the  time,  his  polite 
ical  affiliations  being  with  the  Republican  party. 

Dr.  Clason,  on  his  mother’s  side,  was  a di- 
rect descendant  of  Sir  John  DeLyon.  first  Earl 
of  Strathmore  and  Kinghorn;  Viscount  Lyon, 
Baron  Glammis,  Tannadyce  Reidlaw,  and  Stra- 
dichte.  who  married  Lady  Jane  Stuart,  daughter 
of  Robert  the  Second,  through  Thomas  Lyon,  a 
landholder  in  Fairfield  and  Westchester  counties, 
residing  at  Greenwich,  Conn.  The  following  is 
a description  of  the  crest,  which  can  be  found  in 
“ Fairbank’s  Crests  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land." Within  two  branches  of  laurel  a lady  to 
the  girdle  vested  in  Dexter,  the  Royal  Thistle, 
all  proper,  in  allusion  to  the  alliance  of  Sir  John 
DeLyon  with  Lady  Jane,  daughter  of  Robert 
the  Second.  — Motto:  “ In  te  Domine  speravi” 

("In  Thee,  O,  Lord  ! have  I placed  my  hope.”). 
— Crest:  Plate  2,  Crest  10,  branches  same  plate. 
Crest  11 — Thistle  Plate  36.  Crest  6.  [The  Coat 
of  Arms  will  be  found  in  " Burke’s  Peerage.”] 


JOHN  DAVENPORT  is  the  senior  partner  of 
the  Davenport  & Tracey  Co.,  of  Stam- 
ford, Conn.,  who  are  to-day  known  as  the 
largest  producers  of  piano  plates  in  the  world, 
and  also  as  extensive  manufacturers  of  piano 
hardware.  They  have  established  a reputation 
for  first-class  work,  wherever  their  wares  have 
been  introduced,  and  attained  a business  stand- 
ing unsurpassed  by  any  in  their  line  and  equalled 
by  few. 

This  house  was  established  in  1868,  the  first 
factory  being  located  on  the  corner  of  Third 
avenue  and  Fifty-seventh  street,  New  York  City, 
whence,  in  the  fall  of  1872,  the  plant  was  re- 
moved to  Jersey  City.  The  company  was  incor- 
porated in  1876,  and  continued  operations  in 
Jersey  City,  until  1887,  when  they  settled  on  the 
present  site  in  Stamford,  Fairfield  C.o.,  Conn. 
A new  foundry  and  other  buildings  were  erected, 
and  they  directed  their  attention  especially  to 
the  manufacture  of  piano  plates,  also  turning 
out  all  varieties  of  piano  hardware.  The  capital 
stock  is  all  owned  now  by  John  Davenport  and 
Daniel  F.  Tracey,  who  have  made  good  use  of 
the  unusual  excellent  facilities  at  their  disposal 
of  increasing  their  patronage  and  acquiring  a 
name  second  to  none  in  their  line.  With  gener- 
ous means  at  their  command,  and  a solid  backing 
of  sound,  practical  knowledge  of  all  the  require- 
ments necessary  to  produce  the  finest  grade  of 
piano  plates  gained  in  sixteen  years  of  experi- 
ence. success  came  to  them  immediately,  and- 
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the  growth  of  their  business  was  nothing  short 
of  phenomenal.  Success  is  such  a convenient 
term,  and  so  commonly  used,  that  it  scarcely 
expresses  the  situation  here;  but  some  idea  of 
what  this  one  firm  has  accomplished  may  be 
gained  from  the  simple  statement  that  while  in 
1884  they  sold  275  plates,  their  custom  so  in- 
creased that  in  1S91  they  made  the  enormous 
quantity  of  23,400  plates,  and  filled  a corres- 
ponding large  demand  for  their  piano  hard- 
-ware.  Such  rapid  and  steady  development  does 
not  follow  every  business  venture,  even  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,  and  it  is  only 
giving  “honor  to  whom  honor  is  due  ” to  say 
that  the  advancement  of  this  firm  is  the  natural 
outcome  only  when  such  qualities  of  sagacity, 
enterprise  and  sound  judgment  as  are  found  in 
the  heads  of  this  house  are  combined  with  ample 
financial  resources,  which  though  necessary  in 
anv  undertaking  of  such  magnitude,  are  not  suf- 
ficient in  themselves  to  guarantee  success. 

John  Davenport  is  a native  of  the  town  of 
Stamford,  born  August  28,  1840.  and  traces  his 
descent  in  America  through  a line  of  patriotic 
and  distinguished  ancestors  to  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  of  New  England.  Following  the  line- 
age still  farther  back,  we  find  that  he  is  of  the 
twenty  third  generation  in  direct  line  from  (i) 
Ormus  De  Daveneporte,  who  was  born  in  the 
year  1086,  and  assumed  the  local  name  in  the 
countv  of  Chester,  England.  He  was  a wit- 
ness of  the  charter  of  enfranchisement  of  Gilbert 
Venables  in  the  time  of  William  II  or  Henry  I 
of  England.  (2)  Richard  de  Davenport,  born 
in  1136.  was  chief  forester  of  Leek  and  Mac- 
clesfield. He  married  Amabilia,  daughter  of 
Gilbert  Venables,  baron  of  Kinderton.  (31 
Thomas  de  Davenport  lived  during  t,he  reign  of 
King  Henry  II.  (4)  Richard  de  Davenport  was 
granted  by  Randle  de  Blundleville,  Earl  of 
Chester,  acquittance  from  suit  in  the  Shire 
and  Hundred  Court  for  himself  and  heirs — 
1206-1226.  (5)Vivian  de  Davenport  wasgranted 
the  grand  sergeancy  of  the  forests  of  Leek  and 
Macclesfield — 1209-1226.  He  married  Beatrix 
Ellen,  daughter  of  Bertrand  de  Hulme.  (6) 
Roger  of  Davenport  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Robert  Salemon.  (7)  Sir  Thomas  of  Davenport 
died  in  1320.  His  first  wife  was  Agnes,  daughter 
of  Sir  Thomas  de  Macclesfield,  and  his  second 
was  Roesia.  daughter  of  Ralph  de  Vernon.  (8) 

Thomas  Davenport  married  Elizabeth . 

(9)  Sir  John  Davenport  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Legh.  (10)  Nicholas  Davenport 
married  Ellen,  widow  of  Edward.  (11)  Christo- 
pher Davenport,  of  Woodford,  married  Alice, 
daughter  of  Hugh  Arderm,  in  1415.  (12)  John 


| Davenport,  of  Woodford,  married  Alice  Prest- 
i wick,  who  died  in  1447.  (13)  Nicholas  Daven- 

port, of  Woodford,  died  prior  to  February  9, 
1522.  He  married  Margaret  Savage.  (14) 
Christopher  Davenport  married  Emma,  daughter 
l of  John  Blunt.  (15)  Edward  Davenport  was 
| city  chamberlain  in  1534,  sheriff  in  1540,  and 
I mayor  of  Coventry  in  1550.  He  married  a 
| daughter  of  John  Hanford. 

(16)  Henry  Davenport  was  mayor  of  Cov- 
1 entry  in  1613,  church  warden  of  St.  Michael’s 
I in  1642.  For  his  first  wife  he  married  Winifred 

I Barnabit;  his  second  was  Elizabeth .(17) 

! Rev.  John  Davenport  was  born  in  Coventry, 

1 county  of  Warwick,  and  was  baptized  April  9, 

I 1 597.  in  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity.  Onjune 
I 26,  1637,  he  arrived  at  Boston  in  the  “Hestor,” 
and  settled  in  New  Haven  in  April,  1638,  on 
December  9,  following,  being  installed  as  pastor 
1 of  the  First  Church.  He  married  Elizabeth 
1 Wooley,  and  they  died  March  15,  1669,  and 
September,  1676,  respectively.'  (18)  John  Dav- 
enport, born  in  1635,  in  London,  England,  came 
! to  New  Haven  in  1639,  and  in  1666  removed  to 
Boston,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile 
I business  and  served  as  register  of  probate  in 
I 1675-76.  He  died  in  the  year  last  named.  He 
i married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Abraham  Pierson. 

1 (19)  Rev.  John  Davenport  was  born  in  the  city 
1 of  Boston,  was  baptized  in  1 668,  and  was  or- 
i dained  at  Stamford  in  1694.  He  died  February 
j 5.  1731.  By  his  first  wife,  Martha  Gould  Sel- 
1 leek,  he  had  six  children,  and  he  married  for  his 
second  wife  Elizabeth  Morris  Maltby,  whose  son 
Abraham  was  the  great-grandfather  of  the  gentle- 
1 man  whose  name  opens  this  sketch. 

(20J  Hon.  Abraham  Davenport  was  born  at 
Stamford  in  1715,  and  graduated  from  Yale 
: University  in  1732.  He  was  first  married  on 
November  16,  1750,  to  Elizabeth  Huntington, 
i and  after  her  death,  which  occurred  in  1 773- 


1 the  foremost  men  in  public  life  in  his  day.  He 

i became  judge,  and  in  his  later  life  was  a member 

t of  the  Senate,  during  which  time  he  distinguish- 

i ed  himself  by  at  least  one  act  of  courage  which 

1 has  been  immortalized  by  one  of  New  England  s 
| poets,  John  G.  Whittier.  On  the  memorable 
’ “dark  day”  of  May  17,  1780,  when  in  his  place 
i in  the  Senate  chamber,  he  declined  to  exhibit 
any  fear  or  join  in  the  general  excitement  which 
prevaled  among  his  terror-stricken  co-legislators. 
To  a proposition  to  adjourn  he  replied:  "I  a"1 
i against  adjournment.  The  Day  of  Judgment  is 
( either  approaching  or  it  is  not.  If  it  is  not,  there 
! is  no  cause  for  adjournment;  if  it  is,  1 choose  to 
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be  found  doing  my  duty.  I wish  therefore  that 
candles  may  be  brought."  When  the  story  of 
Sir  Philip  Sidney  is  told  as  an  illustration  of  sub- 
lime self-abnegation,  and  his  generosity  to  a poor 
suffering  soldier  as  stronger  than  the  pangs  of  a 
mortal  wound,  this  story  of  Abraham  Davenport 
may  well  be  told  as  a companion  piece,  illustrat- 
ing for  all  time  the  simple  but  lofty  principle  that 
the  post  of  duty  is  the  best  place  to  live  and  the 
best  place  to  die  at.  As  Whittier’s  fine  poem 
expresses  it,  in  the  concluding  lines: 

And  there  he  stands  in  memory  to  this  day. 

Erect,  seii-poised,  a rugped  face  halt-seen 
Against  the  background  of  unnatural  dark, 

A witness  to  the  ages  as  they  pass 
That  simple  duty  has  no  place  for  fear. 

(21)  Hon.  John  Davenport  (Major  Daven- 
port), was  born  in  1752,  and  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Rev.  George  N.  Wells,  who  was 
born  in  1780,  and  died  in  1847.  He  died  in 
1830.  They  had  six  children,  viz.:  Elizabeth, 
John  Alfred,  Mary  Wells,  Theodosia,  Deacon 
Theodore  and  Rebecca.  Major  Davenport  was 
a member  of  Congress  from  1799  to  1817,  and 
was  a prominent  man  in  his  day  in  Connecticut. 
In  1824  he  received  as  his  guest  at  the  Daven- 
port homestead,  in  Main  street,  Stamford,  that 
distinguished  Frenchman  and  friend  of  Washing- 
ton, General  La  Fayette,  who  was  on  his  way  to 
Boston.  The  patriotic  people  of  Stamford  gave 
him  a hearty  ovation,  and  hundreds  of  them 
called  at  the  Davenport  “ mansion"  to  pay  their 
respects  to  the  honored  visitor. 

(22)  Deacon  Theodore  Davenport,  born 
January  26,  1792,  married  Harriet  Grant  Cheese- 
brough  in  1833.  They  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  Deacon  Theodore,  Jr.;  Mary  C. 
(who  was  the  wife  of  G.  A.  Carter,  Sr.);  Robert 
C.  ;John;  James  B.;  Richard;  Helen  M.  (who 
married  Hon.  Samuel  Fessenden),  and  Sophia. 
The  father  passed  away  September  9,  1884. 

(23)  John  Davenport  was  married  in  1872  to 
Miss  Helen  D.  Gautier,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Harriet  Cheesebrough,  born  August  14,  1883. 


"jOi'ATHANIEL  BETTS  FERRIS  is  one  of 
Ail  the  most  highly  respected  residents  of  the 
city  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  be- 
longs to  a family  which  has  long  been  one  of  the 
best  and  most  favorably  known  in  Greenwich 
township,  this  county.  Is  a direct  descendant 
of  Jeffrey  Ferris,  and,  on  his  mother’s  side,  of 
John  Betts,  an  early  settler  of  Norwalk,  Connect- 
icut. 

Samuel  Ferris,  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  the  year  1706.  His  family 


consisted  of  eight  children,  whose  names  and 
dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Japhat,  May  2, 
1731;  Samuel,  February  18,  1733;  Joseph, 

March  29,  1735;  Geduthan,  February  22,  1737; 
Ann,  January,  1739;  Stephen,  December  27, 
1740;  Mary,  February  28,  1743;  and  Nathaniel, 
March  27,  1746.  The  youngest  of  this  family, 
who  was  the  grandfather  of  Nathaniel  B.  Ferris, 
was  a native  of  Greenwich  township.  He  was 
the  father  of  six  children,  born  as  follows:  Ann, 
July  7,  1785;  John,  March  27,  1787;  Elizabeth, 
March  24,  1789;  George,  March4,  i79i;Esther, 
October  12,  1792;  Gideon,  January  13,  1795. 

Gideon  Ferris  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
town  of  Greenwich,  and  received  his  education 
there.  He  married  Caroline  Betts,  daughter  of 
Frederick  Betts  and  Hannah  (Sackett),  sister  of 
Joseph  Sackett,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with 
four  children:  Frederick  Alonzo,  who  lived  in 
Dewitt,  N.  Y. , near  Syracuse;  Caroline  Eliza- 
beth, the  wife  of  Charles  Hendrie;  Gideon  Clin- 
ton, of  Dewitt,  N.  Y. ; and  Nathaniel  Betts, 
The  father  was  a lifelong  agriculturist,  cultivat- 
ing his  large  farm  in  Greenwich,  which  was  situ- 
ated between  the  Mianus  river  and  Greenwich 
cove.  He  was  a public-spirited  citizen,  and 
served  his  township  faithfully  as  selectman  and 
assessor.  From  1857  he  gave  his  political  sup- 
port to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  was  an 
Episcopalian  in  religious  faith.  His  death  oc- 
curred October  15,  1875,  in  Stamford. 

Nathaniel  Betts  Ferris,  youngest  in  the  fam- 
ily of  Gideon  and  Caroline  (Betts)  Ferris,  was 
born  October  31,  1839,  in  Greenwich,  on  the 
paternal  farm,  where  he  passed  all  his  early  life. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  local  public 
schools  and  Greenwich  Academy,  and  he  lived 
at  home  until  1870,  when  he  located  on  a place 
in  Prospect  street,  just  north  of  Enos.  B.  Lock- 
wood’s,  whereon  he  made  his  home  for  about 
seven  years,  during  which  time  he  gave  his  at- 
tention to  private  affairs,  and  acted  as  adminis- 
trator of  various  estates.  Meanwhile  the  home 
farm  had  been  sold  to  a New  York  man,  and  re- 
turned to  the  possession  of  the  Ferris  family 
through  foreclosures  of  mortgage,  and  in  1878 
our  subject  returned  to  it,  and  resided  there  un- 
til his  removal,  in  1890,  to  Stamford,  where  he 
has  since  lived.  Mr.  Ferris  has  an  enviable 
standing  among  his  fellowmen  of  that  city,  and 
js  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial,  progressive 
men  of  the  community  where  he  has  his  home. 

Mr.  Ferris  was  married  October  12. 
1864,  in  Greenwich,  to  Miss  Louisa  Keeler, 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Keeler,  of  that 
town,  and  they  have  reared  a family  of  eight 
children,  namely:  Louis  F.,  William  I.,  Harry 
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T.,  Alonzo  K.,  Theodore  E.,  Elmer  C..  Laura 
C.,  and  Ralph  B.  Of  these,  Louis  F.  is  with 
the  Broadway  National  Bank,  New  York  City. 
William  is  with  the  L.  E.  Waterman  Pen  Com- 
pany, in  New  York.  H.  T.  is  in  a law  office  at 
No.  30  Williams  street.  New  York  City.  Alonzo 
K.  is  connected  with  brokerage  on  the  New  York 
Stock  Exchange.  Theodore  E.  is  now  manager 
marine  department  of  Joseph  Thomas  & Sons, 
Baltimore,  Md.  Mr.  Ferris  has  been  prominent 
in  religious  circles  as  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  which  society,  during 
his  residence  in  Greenwich,  he  was  a zealous 
worker.  For  twenty  years  he  was  clerk  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  at  South  Beach, 
and  of  the  Church  society.  For  twenty-one 
vears  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school. 


FERRIS  FAMILY.  (I)  Jeffrey  Ferris  is  by 
record  first  located  in  Boston,  Mass.,  was 
made  freeman  there  in  1635.  He  came  with 
the  first  settlers,  and  is  on  the  list  of  those  who 
paid  for  the  survey  and  received  ten  acres  at  the 
first  assignment  of  land.  He  moved  to  Weth- 
ersfield; sold  his  lot  in  Wethersfield  of  forty-five 
acres  to  John  Deming.  He  came  with  the  first 
colony  from  Wethersfield,  and  in  1656  is  one  of 
the  eleven  Greenwich  men  who  petitioned  to  be 
accepted  under  the  New  Haven  jurisdiction. 

The  first  purchase  of  land  made  by  Robert 
Feaks  and  Daniel  Patricke  from  four  Indian  chiefs 
included  what  is  now  the  town  of  Greenwich.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  deed  making  this  conveyance 
is  written:  ‘•Keofferam  hath  sould  all  his  right 

in  the  above  lot  to  Jeffere  Ferris."  This  deed 
is  dated  1 8th  July,  1640,  and  is  with  the  town 
records  at  Greenwich.  It  proves  conclusively 
that  Jeffrey  Ferris  was  one  of  the  original  pur- 
chasers and  owners  of  land  which  now  forms 
the  town  of  Greenwich.  The  old  homestead  is 
still  in  the  family,  and  now  occupied  by  one  of 
the  seventh  generation.  He  was  married  three 
times.  His  first  wife  died  May  31,  165S.  He 
then  married  Susannah  Lockwood,  widow  of 
Robert  Lockwood.  She  died  December  23, 
j66o.  His  third  wife  was  Juda  Bowers,  who 
survived  him.  His  children  were:  James,  Peter, 
Joseph,  John  and  Mary.  s 

(II)  James  married  Mary Peter  m. 

Elizabeth  Reynolds,  July  5,  1664;  Joseph  m. 


Ruth  Knapp,  Oct.  20,  1657;  John  m.  (first)  Mary 
(second)  Grace  - . His  only  daugh- 

ter, Mary  tor  Marah),  married  her  step-brother, 
Johnathan  Lockwood.  The  death  of  Jeffrey 
Ferris  occurred  in  the  year  1666.  His  will  and 


inventory  of  his  estate  are  found  on j 
ords  at  Fairfield,  Conn.  The  will  is  dated j£ 

6,  1664.  The  inventory  was  made  on  the  _■ 
25-26-2 7 days  Nov.,  1 666,  showing  him  to :t 
the  owner  of  a large  land  interest,  and  pen®, 
property  of  a very  miscellaneous  character  & 
son  James,  born  about  the  year  1636,  seess:. 
have  inherited  the  greater  portion  of  his  life 
estate.  It  is  said  that  he  was  not  married - 

quite  late  in  life,  probably  at  about  the  apt: 
sixty.  His  will  and  the  inventory  of  bis esr 
are  also  on  the  probate  records  at  Fairte 
Conn.,  and  show  that  his  ownership  of  land  a 
tended  on  both  sides  of  the  Myannos  river u 
the  Byram  river  on  the  west,  and  from  the L . 
Sound  on  the  south  to  Pound  Ridge  on  the 
north,  or  the  present  N.  Y.  State  line.  The  in- 
ventory describes  twenty-one  separate  parcels c. 
land.  (II)  James,  son  of  Jeffrey,  died  Novem- 
ber 6,  1726.  His  children  were:  James, b. 

12,  1699,  m.  Mary  ; Nathaniel,  b.  Met 

31,  1702,  m.  Keziah •;  (III)  SamoeU 

Sep.  2,  1706,  m.  Ann  Lockwood;  Mar)',  b.Oft 
28,  1708,  m.  Gershom  Lockwood;  Hannah, 
Aug.  17,  1710,  m.  John  Mead. 

(III)  Samuel,  third  son  of  James,  mam 
Ann,  daughter  of  Ann  Millington,  of  Engianc. 
and  Gershom  Lockwood  (2).  His  sister  Mary maj 
ried  Gershom,  a son  of  Gershom  and  Ann  . ' 
ington  Lockwood.  In  the  family  there  is 1 
romantic  tradition  that  Ann  Millington,  who 
the  daughter  of  Lord  Millington,  escaped  tot' 
country  in  search  of  her  lover.  That  at  vanoo- 
times  she  received  goods  and  treasures  from  ® 
father.  An  old  oak  chest  of  quaint  design  an 
carving,  in  which  some  of  the  goods  were  sent  : 
her,  is  still  preserved  in  the  family— a njuC. 
prized  relic.  The  children  of  (III)  Samue  an 
Ann  Ferris  were  Japhat,  b.  May  9,  t/31  > am 
uel,  b.  Feb.  18,  1733,  Joseph,  b.  McM,  >/3. 
Jeduthan,  b.  Feb.  22,  1737,  m.  phebe  -j 
Ann  Millington,  b.  Jan.  — , 1739*  m-  l 
Whelply;  Stephen,  b.  Dec.  27,  i74°>  m' 3 
Lockwood;  Mary,  b.  Feb.  28,  1743.  ro-  e0_ 
Peck;  (IV)  Nathaniel,  b.  Mch.  27,  1 74  • ^ 

Mary  Johnson;  Hannah,  b.  — I^1, 

Henry  Warring.  Q 

(IV)  Nathaniel  Ferris,  sixth  son  of 

Ferris,  married  Mary  Johnson;  their  c ' 
were:  Ann,  b.  July  7,  1785*  m-  Andrew  ^ 
d.  Aug.  31,  1848;  John,  b.  Mch.  27,  > 78'-  b 
Ruth  Knapp,  d.  Aug.  17.  1 857;  E'1*  ' _ 

Mch.  24,  1789,  m.  David  Kimberly,  0.  'j. 

1877;  George,  b.  Mch.  4.  ‘791.  m-  a ' m. 
d.  Nov.  18.  1874;  Esther,  b.  Oct-  J2-  b 
Samuel  Ferris,  d.  Mch.  11,  1881;  (V)  1 ’ 

Jan.  13,  1795,  m.  Caroline  Betts,  d. 
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. ' >5.  Of  these.  Ann  and  John  moved  to  the 

inity  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  about  the  year  1820, 
^ ’ ' .ere  the  family  have  become  numerous;  a por- 
"■  n subsequently  moved  to  Illinois.  Elizabeth 
oved  to  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  and  resided  there 
e most  of  her  married  life.  She  had  seven 
: * - ii'ldren — two  daughters  still  survive  and  reside 

■'  - - the  old  home  in  Brooklyn.  George.  Esther 

• ",  • id  Gideon  spent  their  lives  in  their  native  place, 
le  town  of  Greenwich,  George  living  on  the 
. - riginal  homestead  of  Jeffrey  Ferris.  He  had 
- -ight  children,  five  of  whom — David,  Charles, 
r .Andrew,  William  and  Catharine — have  made 
, ..heir  homes  in  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.  Esther  had 
,:welve  children,  who  in  their  residences  became 
much  scattered. 

(V')  Gideon  Ferris,  sixth  child  of  Nathaniel 
J Ferris,  married,  February  14,  1825,  Caroline 
.'Betts,  daughter  of  Frederick  Betts  and  Hannah 
' (Sackett),  a sister  of  Joseph  Sackett.  Caroline 
Betts  was  born  September  4,  1797,  and  died 
T March  2,  1843.  Their  children  are;  Frederick 
Alonzo,  b.  Feb.  2,  1826:  Caroline  Elizabeth,  b. 
Nov.  14,  1827;  Gideon  Clinton,  b.  Sept.  9, 
1829;  (VI)  Nathaniel  Betts,  b.  Oct.  31,  1839. 
Of  these,  Frederick  Alonzo  married  for  his  first 
wife,  Mary  Jane  Lockwood,  Dec.  6,  1847.  She 
died  May  3,  185S.  He  married  for  his  second 
wife,  Laura  Worster  Lockwood,  Dec.  25,  1858. 
They  were  daughters  of  Charles  Lockwood. 
Frederick  A.  had  five  children:  Emma  Jane, 

Gideon  Clinton,  Laura  Lockwood,  Mary  Cor- 
delia and  Grace  Lockwood,  of  whom,  Laura 
Lockwood  is  deceased.  Caroline  Elizabeth 
married  Charles  Hendrie,  and  has  resided  in 
Stamford  since  about  the  year  1871;  they  had 
seven  children,  of  whom,  three  are  now  living. 
Gideon  Clinton  married,  April  19,  1852,  Phebe 
Clock  Selleck,  daughter  of  Joseph  Selleck;  they 
had  seven  children;  Joseph  Selleck,  Emily 
Frances,  William  Henry,  Caroline  Elizabeth, 
Frederick  Alonzo,  Charles  Clinton  and  Phebe 
Annie,  of  whom,  William  Henry  and  Caroline 
Elizabeth  are  deceased.  Frederick  Alonzo 
moved  to  the  town  of  DeWitt,  near  the  city  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  about  the  year  1846;  he  was 
followed  by  his  brother  Gideon  Clinton  about 
the  year  1853.  They  owned  and  occupied  farms 
adjoining  each  other  of  about  too  acres  each. 
Phebe,  wife  of  Gideon  Clinton,  died  June  28, 
1896.  Gideon  Clinton  Ferris  died  Oct.  1,  1898. 

(VI)  Nathaniel  Betts  Ferris,  youngest  in  the 
family  of  Gideon  and  Caroline  (Betts)  Ferris,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  Conn.,  October 
3 1 * 1 839.  He  was  married  October  12,  1864, 
to  Louisa  Keeler,  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Mary  Keeler,  of  the  town  of  Greenwich.  They 


have  eight  children,  their  names  and  dates  of 
birth  being:  Louis  Franklin,  July  20,  1865; 
William  Irving,  Dec.  31,  1866;  Harry  Tristam, 
May  2,  1868;  Alonzo  Keeler,  Dec.  I,  1870; 
Theodore  Ernest,  Aug.  17,  1872;  Elmer  Car- 
roll.  June  22,  1874;  Laura  Colborn;  May  8, 
1883;  Ralph  Betts,  March  2,  1885. 

[The  writer  of  the  above  sketch  of  the  Ferris 
family  is  indebted  to  the  following  authorities: 
Mead’s  “History  of  Greenwich;’’  Huntington’s 
“History  of  Stamford;” Savage’s “ First  Settlers 
of  New  England;”  Harman’s  “Early  Settlers;” 
Original  documents  at  Fairfield  and  Greenwich; 
private  records  in  the  family,  and  to  one  member 
of  the  family  who  has  spent  years  in  patient 
search  and  investigation. — Nathaniel  B.  Ferris.] 


EtiEWITT  C.  RUSCOE,  who  has  for  many 

> years  been  one  of  the  prominent  and  well- 

to-do  business  men  of  New  Canaan,  Fairfield 
county,  was  born  there  August  22,  1840,  in 
Oneoke  avenue.  He  is  a son  of  Chauncey  Rus- 
coe  and  grandson  of  Stephen  Ruscoe,  who  was 
the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  Fairfield 
county. 

Stephen  Ruscoe  was  born  in  Vista,  town  of 
Lewisboro,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
spent  his  early  years,  after  his  marriage  remov- 
ing to  Wilton,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he 
passed  the  last  forty  years  of  his  life,  engaging 
in  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  which  he  sold  to 
the  New  York  trade.  He  married  Annie  Ray- 
mond, by  whom  he  had  six  children:  Chauncey, 
Hiram  who  died  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war), 
Alva,  Erastus,  Andrus  (deceased),  and  Julia  (de- 
ceased). The  Ruscoe  family  is  well  known  in 
Lewisboro,  Westchester  county,  where  several 
generations  have  been  born.  The  great-great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  John  Ruscoe,  was  a 
resident  of  that  town,  and  .his  son  James  was 
born  in  Vista.  The  latter  married  Annie  Hoyt, 
and  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-three 
years.  He  was  a farmer  and  cooper  by  occupa- 
tion. 

Chauncey  Ruscoe  was,  like  his  father,  a na- 
tive of  Vista,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated.  He  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father,  who  taught  him  shoemaking,  at  which 
he  worked  until  about  fifty  years  of  age,  from 
that  time  until  the  close  of  his  life  engaging  in 
farming.  He  also  built  stone  walls.  Mr.  Rus- 
coe married  Eliza  Jane  Hoyt,  daughter  of  Jesse 
Hoyt,  of  Vista,  N.  Y.,  an<f  their  family  consisted 
of  nine  children,  as  follows:  DeWitt  C.,  whose 

name  introduces  this  sketch;  Gertrude  R.,  widow 
of  Samuel  Brooks,  who  has  two  children — Frank 
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and  Gertrude;  Sands  R.,  who  married  Millie 
Burr,  and  makes  his  home  in  New  Canaan  (he 
served  in  the  Civil  war);  Sarah  E.,  deceased  wife 
of  Enoch  Benedict  (she  was  the  mother  of  two 
children — Maud  and  one  that  died  in  infancy); 
Emma  Louisa  (deceased),  who  married  John 
Bunting,  and  had  one  child — Alice;  Samuel  I., 
who  married  Eliza  Burton,  and  has  four  children— 
William,  Edna,  Lawrence  and  Bessie;  Mary,  who 
was  first  married  to  Isaac  McGowan  (by  whom 
she  had  one  child — Ernest)  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  Rev.  David  DeForest,  a M.  E.  minister  at 
Elwood,  L.  I. ; Annie  (Mrs.  Vincent  L.  Bossa), 
who  has  three  children — Harry  Evelyn  and  How- 
ard; and  Stephen,  of  New  Canaan,  who  married 
Carrie  Hyatt,  and  has  three  children— Ernest, 
Florence  and  an  infant  daughter.  The  father 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  the  mother 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four;  both  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  Mr.  Ruscoe 
was  captain  of  a military  company  during  his 
earlier  years. 

DeWitt  C.  Ruscoe  received  his  literary  edu- 
cation at  Vista,  N.  Y. , and  learned  shoemaking 
there  with  Oscar  Arnold,  following  that  trade 
until  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  On  August  1 1 , 

1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  army,  joining  Company 
H,  17th  Conn.  V.  1.,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
U.  S.  service  at  Bridgeport  on  August  28.  He 
was  in  several  engagements,  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  May  1,  2,  3, 

1863,  on  the  second  day  of  which  fight  he  was 
wounded,  which  necessitated  his  remaining  in 
hospital  until  the  6th  of  June,  when  he  returned 
to  his  command.  On  June  12,  they  started  for 
Gettysburg,  Penn.,  and  our  subject  went  into  the 
battle  at  that  place,  where  he  was  captured  on 
the  first  day  of  the  engagement  and  sent  to  Libby 
Prison,  in  which  he  was  confined  and  at  Belle 
Isle  until  August  25,  following,  when  he  was 
exchanged.  For  the  next  three  months  he  was 
in  Parole  Camp  at  Annapolis,  finally,  in  Decem- 
ber. 1863,  rejoining  his  regiment  at  Folly  Island, 
S.  C.  On  January  1,  1864,  he  was  sent  to  hos- 
pital at  Buford,  S.  C.,  but  in  returning  to  duty 
he  was  taken  ill  again,  this  time  more  severely 
than  before,  and  in  October  he  was  sent  to 
David's  Island,  N.  Y.  In  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber he  again  joined  his  command  at  Hilton  Head, 
S.  C.,  where  he  was  on  duty  with  the  provost 
marshal  for  about  a month,  on  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, 1865,  going  to  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  Jackson- 
ville and  Tallahassee  where  he  remained  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered  out  July  19, 
1865,  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. , and  returned  to 
bis  home  at  Vista,  N.  Y.,  where  on  April  1, 
1867,  he  embarked  in  the  butcher  business. 


This  he  continued  until  1868,  in  that  year  remov- 
ing to  Wilton,  Conn.,  where  he  carried  on  a 
butcher  business  for  about  two  years,  on  Novem- 
ber 26,  1869,  settling  in  his  present  home  in 
New  Cannan,  where  he  also  engaged  in  the  meat 
business.  At  first  he  sold  meat  from  a wagon 
which  he  drove  through  the  town,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1872  he  built  the  market  now  carried 
on  by  Crissey  & Brinckerhoff,  where  he  was  in 
business  until  1875.  Since  that  time  he  has 
worked  a little  at  butchering,  having  taken 
charge  of  Crissey’s  market  for  six  years,  but  he 
has  not  engaged  in  it  to  any  extent.  In  1876 
he  traveled  through  the  West,  States  of  Illinois 
and  Iowa,  and  has  since  made  several  similar 
trips  to  South  Dakota.  For  the  past  six  years 
he  has  conducted  an  ice  business,  which  has 
proved  very  profitable,  and  he  has  now  two  sum- 
mer houses  at  Hickory  Bluff,  in  the  town  of 
Norwalk,  Conn.,  adjoining  Bell  Island  on  the 
Sound.  He  has  not  been  particularly  active  as  a 
public  man  except  in  a commercial  way,  and  he 
is  no  office  seeker,  though  he  filled  the  position 
of  first  door-keeper  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Senate  in  1888-1889,  and  *s  again  (1898-99) 
filling  that  incumbency.  Socially,  he  is  quite 
prominent,  especially  in  G.  A.  R.  circles,  being 
past  commander  of  S.  P.  Ferris  Post  No.  61  and 
a member  of  the  O.  U.  A.  M. 

On  October  15,  1867,  Mr.  Ruscoe  was  mar- 
ried, at  High  Ridge,  Conn.,  to  Phoebe  Jane 
Provost,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Almira  Provost, 
and  four  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
namely:  Hattie  L. , Nellie  A.,  Floyd  T.  and 
Lewis  DeWitt.  Hattie  L.  is  the  wife  of  William 
H.  Bertine,  of  New  Canaan;  Nellie  A.  is  a sten- 
ographer in  the  employ  of  the  National  Wall 
Paper  Company,  New  York  City,  having  charge 
of  the  office.  Floyd  T.  died  in  infancy. 


/PVEORGE  HEATH  TILLEY,  for  some  years 
a resident  of  Darien,  is  well  known  in  busi- 
ness circles  as  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  01 
the  Southern  Express  Company. 

Mr.  Tilley  was  born  in  England  in  1841.  ana 
after  receiving  a common-school  education,  fol- 
lowed by  a short  term  of  office  experience,  he 
came  to  America  and  located  in  New  York  City, 
where  his  abilities  received  quick  recognition. 
About  1858  he  became  connected  with  the 
freight  department  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad, 
and  in  1865  he  went  South. 

In  the  year  following,  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  he  be- 
came the  private  secretary  to  the  president  0 
the  Southern  Express  Company,  with  whic 
I concern  he  has  ever  since  been. identified.  n 
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1868,  the  then  secretary  of  the  Company, 
Hon.  R.  B.  Bullock,  was  elected  Governor  of 
Georgia,  and  Mr.  Tilley  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
vacancy  thus  created.  In  1885  he  was  elected 
treasurer  of  the  Company,  and  has  since  held 
both  positions. 

Mr.  Tilley  has  some  personal  business  inter- 
ests in  England,  which  require  his  occasional 
presence  there.  His  family  is  prominent  in  the 
best  social  circles  of  this  section,  and  identified 
with  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Noroton. 

In  1867  Mr.  Tilley  married  Miss  Harriet 
Taylor  Brown,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  by  whom 
he  has  had  three  children:  Elizabeth  Hannah, 

Harriet  Agnes  and  George  Dudley,  the  latter  be- 
ing now  a student  in  King’s  school  at  Stamford, 
Conn.  The  eldest  daughter  was  married  Novem- 
ber 5,  1892,  to  Frederick  C.  Taylor,  of  Stam- 
ford, a prominent  member  of  the  Fairfield 
County  Bar,  and  who  in  1896  was  elected  Pro- 
bate Judge.  He  was  re-elected  in  1898. 

On  June  3,  1897,  the  second  daughter  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Walter  D.  Daskam,  of 
Stamford,  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Stamford  Trust  Company.  In  1894  Mr.  Das- 
kam was  elected  town  treasurer,  and  each  fol- 
lowing year  has  been  re-elected  to  the  same 
office. 


Theodore  e.  close,  a substantial 

__  farmer  and  citizen  residing  at  Round  Hill, 
in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  Fairfield  county,  is  a 
descendant  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines 
of  one  of  the  early  and  prominent  families  of 
Greenwich,  where  their  descendants  have  lived 
lives  of  usefulness  and  left  their  impress  upon 
society  for  upwards  of  two  centuries. 

Mr.  Close  is  of  the  seventh  generation  of  the 
Close  family  who  have  lived  in  Greenwich,  the 
line  of  descent  being  through  Thomas,  Joseph, 
Joseph  (2),  Odel,  Tompkins,  Tompkins  (2). 

Thomas  Close,  the  progenitor  of  the  Fairfield 
county  family,  came  to  Greenwich  in  1661,  and 
was  presumably  of  Scotch  lineage.  He  had 
four  sons:  Thomas,  Joseph,  Benjamin  and  John. 
Of  these.  Joseph  had  two  sons:  Joseph  and 
Odel.  The  latter  had  eleven  children,  among 
whom  was  Tompkins  (1),  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  and  the  seventh  child  in  order  of  birth. 
Tompkins  Close  (1)  was  a respected  and  esteemed 
citizen  of  the  vicinity  of  Round  Hill.  By  trade 
he  was  a blacksmith,  and  in  his  earlier  life 
worked  at  the  business  and  operated  a forge. 
Later  he  owned  a good  farm,  was  industrious 
and  frugal,  and  made  a comfortable  living  for 
his  family.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig.  His 


wife  was  formerly  Mary  Finch,  and  to  their  mar- 
riage were  born  children  as  follows:  (1)  Ezekiel 

(now  deceased)  was  a farmer  of  near  Round 
Hill;  he  married  Althea  Palmer,  and  their  daugh- 
ter Emily  is  the  widow  of  Silas  D.  Mead,  for- 
merly of  North  Greenwich.  (2)  Gilbert  (now 
deceased)  was  a farmer  living  near  Stanwich; 
he  was  twice  married,  marrying  two  sisters, 
Rundle  by  name.  (3)  Odel  died  in  youth.  (4) 
Tompkins  (2)  is  referred  to  farther  on.  (5) 
Zachariah  (now  deceased)  was  a farmer;  he  was 
first  a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and 
served  as  a selectman  of  his  town,  but  on  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party  he  joined  it; 
he  left  one  daughter,  now  Mrs.  F.  C.  Potter, 
the  wife  of  a Congregational  minister.  (6) 
Louisa,  (8)  Nancy,  (9)  Abigail  never  married. 
(7)  Maria  married  Platt  Brush.  (10)  Amanda 
married  Jeremiah  Palmer,  and  died  in  the  town 
of  North  Castle,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.  They 
had  two  daughters — Gertrude  and  Mary.  The 
parents  of  these  ten  children  were  members  of 
the  Stanwich  Congregational  Church,  and  were 
buried  in  the  cemetery  of  that  church. 

Tompkins  Close  (2)  was  born  October  5, 
1805,  at  Round  Hill,  and  there  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  a manner  in  keeping  with  the 
general  farmer’s  sons.  He  resided  at  home  un- 
til his  marriage,  December  24,  1835,  to  Miss 
Sally  D.  Reynolds,  born  April  13,  1814,  a daugh- 
ter of  Ard  Reynolds,  and  this  union  was  blessed 
with  children  as  follows:  (t)John  F.,  born  Jan- 

uary 19,  1839,  was  for  many  years  a merchant 
at  Round  Hill,  but  is  now  a farmer.  He  married, 
December  6,  1862,  Amy  M.  HuSted,  who  was 
born  June  18,  1841,  near  Greenwich,  and  died 
March  2,  1888;  she  was  the  daughter  of  Silas 
and  Martha  (Mead)  Husted.  John  F.  Close  and 
wife  had  one  son — FredW.,  born  April  24,  1865. 
This  son  married  Sarah  Husted,  and  has  two 
children,  Amy  E.  and  Agnus H.  John  F.  Close 
is  a prominent  citizen  of  Round  Hill.  He  is  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  has 
held  many  local  town  offices,  and  has  several 
times  represented  the  people  of  Fairfield  county 
in  the  State  Legislature.  (2)  Theodore  E.,  our 
subject,  is  mentioned  farther  on". 

After  his  marriage  Tompkins  Close  (2)  and 
his  wife  settled  on  the  north  end  of  the  Close 
homestead,  where  they  reared  their  children  and 
continued  to  live  during  their  lifetime,  excepting 
two  years  spent  in  Stanwich.  He  died  May  1 5, 
1884,  and  she  passed  away  January  20,  1882. 
Both  were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in 
which  he  was  an  official  for  years.  Their  re- 
mains were  interred  in  the  Reynolds  family  cem- 
etery. They  were  good  Christian  people,  and  held 
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the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  them. 
He  was  a plain,  unassuming  gentlemen  of  intelli- 
gence and  worth.  Politically,  he  was  first  a Whig, 
then  a Republicnn. 

The  Reynolds  family  into  which  Tompkins 
■Close  (2)  married  was  of  English  origin.  Mrs. 
Close  was  of  the  fifth  generation  from  one  Na- 
thaniel Reynolds,  a son  of  one  of  four  brothers 
who  came  from  England  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  settled  in  Greenwich, 
Fairfield  Co. , Conn.  Nathaniel  Reynolds  was 
a farmer  and  owned  a large  tract  of  land  near 
Stanwich,  in  the  town  Greenwich.  He  married 
Sarah  Lockwood,  and  had  eleven  children,  the 
■eldest  of  whom  was  named  Nathaniel.  This  Na- 
thaniel (2),  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Close,  was  born 
September  1,  1745;  be  married  Debora  Husted, 
■daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Newman) 
Husted. and  to  them  were  born  children  as  follows: 
Ard,  Harriet,  Benjamin  and  Husted.  Of  these, 
Ard  Reynolds  (father  of  Mrs.  Close)  was  born 
March  20,  1781,  about  one  mile  south  of  Stan- 
•wicb.  He  became  one  of  the  useful  citizens  and 
prominent  men  of  the  town  of  Greenwich.  He 
held  various  town  offices,  among  them,  those  of 
■magistrate  and  selectman,  and  was  known  as 
•■•Squire  Reynolds.”  In  politics  he  was  a Whig; he 
represented  the  county  in  the  State  Legislature, 
taking  an  active  part  in  that  body.  On  December 
13,  i 8 10,  he  was  married  to  Anna  Eliza  Doell, 
a native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  New  York 
when  nine  years  of  age.  To  this  union  were 
born  as  follows:  Elizabeth  P.  married  Rev. 

Warner  Hoyt,  of  Danbury;  Sally  D.  (Mrs.  Tomp- 
kins); Benjamin  H.  was  killed  when  eight  years 
of  age;  Anna  Eliza;  John  G. ; Harriet  E.  married 
Charles  S.  Guion,  of  Bedford,  N.  Y. ; Julia  H. 
married  Rev.  Senica  Howland,  of  New  York;  and 
Maria  S.  The  father  of  this  family  died  April 
26,  1857,  and  the  motheron  February  25,  1858, 
and  both  lie  buried  in  the  private  cemetery  on 
the  home  farm. 

Theodore  E.  Close  was  born  July  14,  1841, 
on  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  resides.  He 
attended  the  district  schools  of  the  locality,  one 
of  his  first  teachers  being  Augustus  Rundle;  he 
also  attended  the  North  Greenwich  Academy, 
taught  by  Whitman  Peck.  His  lifetime  has  been 
passed  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  has  been  oc- 
cupied in  agricultural  pursuits.  On  January  26, 
1871,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Agnes  C.  Howland, 
born  March  23,  1849,  in  Tompkins  county,  N. 
y , a daughter  of  Francis  and  Clara  (Casteline) 
Howland.  After  their  marriage  our  subject  and 
wife  located  on  a part  of  the  homestead,  where 
he  erected  a house  of  his  own.  He  has  since 
added  to  his  possessions  until  he  owns  some  170 


acres  of  land,  including  the  old  home  place. 
This  is  a finely  improved  and  highly  cultivated 
tract  of  land.  Mr.  Close  is  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful agriculturists  of  the  town,  and  one  of 
its  enterprising  and  public-spirited  citizens.  He 
is  an  intelligent  gentleman  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  Fairfield  county.  Politically, 
he  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  of  a modest,  re- 
tiring nature,  one  who  has  rather  avoided  than 
sought  political  preferment.  Himself  and  wife 
| are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
I at  Middle  Patent,  N.  Y.,  of  which  he  is  a trus- 
I tee,  and  is  active  in  Church  work. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  come  the 
I following  children:  (1)  Ralph  T.,  born  January 

9,  1872,  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  '94 
from  Cornell  University.  He  is  a promising 
young  man,  now  holding  the  responsible  position 
of  superintendent  of  the  distributing  department 
of  the  Consolidated  Gas  Company  in  New  York 
I City.  (2)  Everett  R.,  born  September  13,  1879, 

I is  attending  school  at  Greenwich.  (3)  John  L., 

I born  December  10,  1881,  also  is  in  school  in 
| Greenwich. 


REDERICK  SCHAVOIR,  M.  D..  a prom- 
inent physician  and  surgeon  of  Stamford. 

I Fairfield  county,  where  for  a decade  he  has  been 
! well  and  favorably  known  to  the  citizens  of  the 
city  and  county,  was  born  at  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
December  1 1,  1859. 

Doctor  Schavoir  received  a liberal  education 
| in  his  native  country,  until  eighteen  years  of  age 
j attending  a Latin  school.  Later  he  was  a pupil 
j in  a special  classical  school  at  Brussels.  He  at- 
I tended  medical  lectures  at  the  Royal  University 
1 of  Brussels,  and  also  at  the  School  of  Medicine, 
I Paris,  France.  Subsequently,  for  a period  of 
i six  years,  he  was  surgeon  on  board  Belgian  ves- 
i sels.  On  coming  to  the  United  States  in  1882 
he  stopped  at  Boston,  Mass.  Later  he  entered 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Balti- 
more, Md.,  and  was  a graduate  therefrom  w 
1887.  For  a time  he  served  as  assistant  to 
Professor  Erich,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Mary- 
land Woman's  Hospital.  Later  in  the  year 
1887  he  located  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  has 
I ever  since  practiced  medicine  there.  His  liberal 
I education,  his  large  experience,  and  his  studious 
I habits  have  made  him  a factor  in  the  medical 
profession  in  Fairfield  county,  where  he  has 
become  well  established  in  practice.  He  is  a 
| successful  professional  man,  one  well  deserving 
| of  the  reputation  he  is  making  for  himself.  He 
I is  president  of  the  Stamford  Medical  Society;  12 
| lecturer  on  gynecology  in  the  New  York  School 
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of  Clinical  Medicine;  is  a non-resident  fellow  of 
the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine;  assistant 
gynecologist  of  the  West  Side  German  Dispen- 
sary, New  York  City;  also  gynecologist  to  the 
Stamford  Hospital.  The  Doctor  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  executive  council  of  the  American 
Electro-Therapeutic  Association;  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  X-Rays,  American  j 
Electro-Therapeutic  Association;  he  was  health  | 
officer  of  Stamford  during  the  typhoid  fever 
epidemic  of  1895,  and  very  carefully  prepared 
a report  of  the  epidemic  which  was  published 
in  the  ••  Medical  Record,”  for  December  of 
that  year,  and  in  1896  reprinted  in  pamphlet 
form  under  the  title  of  “Origin  and  Course  of  | 
the  Typhoid  Fever  Epidemic  in  Stamford,  1895." 
Doctor  Schavoir  has  frequently  made  contribu- 
tions to  medical  papers,  which  have  attracted 
attention  for  their  conciseness  and  practical 
value.  They  were  published  in  the  New  Eng- 
land and  metropolitan  medical  journals.  One 
of  his  articles,  entitled  “ Electricity,  as  Applied 
to  Medicine  and  Surgery,”  was  published  in  the 
“New  York  Polyclinic,”  November  15,  1896, 
and  has  been  reprinted  frequently  in  other  med- 
ical publications. 

In  December,  1889,  Doctor  Schavoir  was 
married  to  Miss  Eleanor  James,  of  Decatur,  111. 
The  Doctor  is  very  partial  to  outdoor  life  and 
athletics.  He  is  an  accomplished  horseman, 
and  a skillful  fencer.  In  his  hunting  and  fishing 
expeditions  he  has  been  exceedingly  successful, 
and  his  cozy  home  is  ornamented  with  a number 
of  very  fine  trophies  of  the  chase.  As  a mem- 
ber of  several  golf  clubs  he  has  taken  part  in  a 
number  of  competitions,  in  which  he  has  carried 
off  a fair  share  of  prizes. 


CHARLES  W.  HALL,  well  known  among 
the  successful  business  men  of  New  Canaan 
as  a member  of  the  firm  of  R.  L.  Hall  & Bro., 
was  born  July  1,  1842,  at  Warren.  Conn.,  son  of 
Norman  S.  and  Mary  A.  (Stone)  Hall,  and  is  de- 
scended from' one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  this 
State. 

In  the  spring  of  1639  Francis  Hall,  the  first 
of  the  family  in  this  country,  arrived  in  New 
Haven.  He  was  a son  of  Gilbert  Hall,  of  Eng- 
land. He  returned  to  England  for  his  wife  and 
family,  and  they  settled  in  Fairfield,  Conn.,  liv- 
ing there  and  at  Stratford,  where  he  died.  He 
was  an  attorney.  His  son,  Isaac  Hall,  was  a 
physician.  His  son,  John  Hall,  had  a son  El- 
nathan,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  New 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  died  in  1770.  He  was  an 
ensign,  lieutenant  and  captain  in  the  militia. 


Elnathan’s  son,  also  named  Elnathan,  moved  to 
Mt.  Washington,  Mass.,  where,  in  1776,  Elnathan 
Louis  Hall,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born.  He  learned  the  trades  of  tanner  and  shoe- 
I maker  at  Warren,  Conn.,  where  he  followed 
same  for  many  years,  dying  in  May,  1852,  at 
New  Canaan,  Conn.  He  married  Huldah  Stone, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
namely:  Norman  S. ; Maria  (deceased),  who 

married  Seth  Hickok;  Herman  L.  (deceased); 
Elnathan  Smith  (deceased);  Miranda  (widow  of 
Isaac  Knapp),  living  at  Danbury;  Sarah  E.,  wife 
of  James  W.  Lockwood,  of  New  Canaan;  John 
N.,  residing  in  Mankato,  Minn.;  and  Emily  L. , 
wife  of  H.  J.  Taylor,  of  Sharon,  Connecticut. 

Norman  S.  Hall,  the  eldest  of  this  family, 
was  born  at  Warren,  Conn.,  and  received  his 
schooling  there.  He  learned  the  tanner's  trade 
under  his  father,  with  whom  he  and  his  brother. 
Herman  L.,  were  in  partnership  in  Warren  for 
many  years.  During  the  ’forties  Norman  Hall 
abandoned  his  trade  and  took  to  farming,  which 
he  engaged  in  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
married  at  Kent,  Conn.,  to  Mary  A.  Stone,  who 
died  in  1876,  and  he  died  in  1892;  their  children 
were  Russell  Louis,  Harriet  E.  (Mrs.  Gibson,  of 
Washington,  Conn.),  Ezra  S.  (of  Norwalk), 
Mary  J.  (Mrs.  Finch,  of  Norwalk),  Laura  1. 
(Mrs.  Benedict,  of  Warren,  Conn.),  Charles  W., 
and  Lucy  Ann  and  Amelia  S.  (both  deceased). 
This  family  attended  the  Congregational  Church, 
of  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  were  members.  Po- 
litically he  was  a Whig  and  Republican. 

Charles  W.  Hall  was  the  sixth  in  the  family. 
He  attended  the  district  school  at  Warren  dur- 
ing his  boyhood,  and  afterward  worked  on  a 
farm  there  for  three  years.  At  the  age  of  about 
sixteen  he  came  to  New  Canaan  to  learn  cabinet 
making  with  his  brother,  Russell  L.,  and  under 
him  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  and 
three  months  at  the  trade,  continuing  thus  un- 
til he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war.  In 
August,  1862,  he  became  a member  of  Company 
H,  Seventeenth  Conn.  V.  I.,  which  was  with 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  some  months. 
Mr.  Hall  was  honorably  discharged  in  1863,  and 
returning  to  New  Canaan  resumed  work  with  his 
brother,  with  whom  he  became  an  equal  part- 
ner, July  10,  1871,  since  which  time  the  firm 
has  been  known  as  R.  L.  Hall  & Bro.  For  the 
part  thirty-five  years  he  has  been  a professional 
funeral  director,  and  in  addition  to  being  a 
thoroughly  capable  workman  at  his  trade  he  is  a 
practical  embalmer,  for  which  branch  he  has 
qualified  himself  by  a college  course  in  em- 
balming. His  knowledge  along  this  and  other 
lines  has  been  of  great  service  to  him  in  his  busi- 
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ness,  and  has  been  no  small  (actor  in  promoting  I 
the  success  of  the  firm. 

Mr.  Hall  was  married,  on  November  22, 
1864,  in  New  Canaan,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Sher- 
wood, daughter  of  Nehemiah  Sherwood,  and 
three  children  have  come  to  their  union,  namely: 
(1)  Lizzie  S.,  born  October  19,  1866,  died  May 
25,  1895;  she  was  a teacher  in  the  public  schools 
for  nine  years.  (2)  Eda  L.  graduated  from  the 
normal  school  at  New  Britain,  and  is  at  present 
teaching  in  the  Centre  school.  New  Canaan. 
(3)  Clifford  \Y.  was  born  July  8,  1880.  The 
family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  Mr.  Hall  is  a prominent  member  and 
one  of  its  active  workers.  He  has  served  as 
trustee  since  1871,  and  has  been  clerk  of  the 
board  of  trustees.  He  is  the  present  chairman 
of  the  finance  committee,  and  is  also  serving  as 
superintendent,  to  which  office  he  was  first 
elected  in  1874,  holding  it  continuously  until 
1891.  In  1896  he  was  re-elected.  He  has 
always  been  interested  in  Church  work,  and 
identified  with  many  benevolent  and  religious 
enterprises.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Hall  is  no  less 
popular;  he  affiliates  with  the  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics,  the  Sons  of  Temperance 
and  the  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  is  also  a well- 
known  member  of  S.  P.  Ferris  Post  No.  61,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  which  he  has  been  commander.  He  is 
now  serving  as  assistant  State  inspector  G.  A. 
R.  posts.  As  a public-spirited  citizen,  he  is 
always  ready  to  give  his  aid  and  influence  toproj- 
ects  for  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  of  his 
community,  and  her  advancement  and  prog- 


WILLIAM  EDGAR  NASH,  who  for  several 
years  was  the  popular  postmaster  at 
Westport,  Fairfield  county,  and  for  a lifetime 
engaged  in  mercantile  lines  of  business  in  the 
county,  where  his  ability  and  energy  have  made 
him  an  important  factor  in  business  and  social 
life,  has  descended  from  one  of  the  old  and  prom- 
inent families  of  the  county. 

The  name  Nash  frequently  appears  in  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Connecticut  Colonies.  But  to  go 
back  a few  generations:  Edward  Nash  (1)  was 
born  in  1 592  in  Lancaster,  England,  where  was 
also  born,  in  1623,  Edward  Nash  (11).  John 
Nash  (I)  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  late  in  the 
year  1652;  and  John  Nash  (II)  was  born  Decem- 
ber 25,  1688.  Abraham  Nash,  born  October  10, 
1718,  was  married  in  Norwalk  to  Rhoda  Keeler 
in  1738,  and  had  eight  sons.  Riah  Nash  was 
born  August  3,  i763- 

Lewis  Lvnes  Nash,  the  grandfather  of  our  1 


subject,  was  born  October  24,  1784,  at  Ridge- 
field. He  married  Rachael  Olmstead,  and  their 
son,  Harry  W.,  was  the  father  of  William  Edgar 
Nash.  The  said  Harry  W.  was  born  October  3, 
1817,  in  Ridgefield,  and  there  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools.  He  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  came  to  West- 
port  ( the  year  in  which  Westport  was  incorpor- 
ated as  a town),  where  he  followed  his  trade. 
Later  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Ann  Gorham,  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  Gorham  of  Wilton.  After 
their  marriage  the  young  couple  settled  near  the 
Gorham  homestead  in  Wilton,  where  their  four 
children  were  reared,  namely:  Sarah  E.  (Mrs. 
Samuel  M.  Coley,  of  Westport),  William  Edgar 
(our  subject),  George  F.  (a  liveryman  of  Dan- 
bury), and  Frances  (Mrs.  William  A.  Wildman, 
of  Danbury).  The  father  of  this  family  after 
marriage  was  engaged  in  farming  throughout  life. 
His  death  occurred  October  26,  1895,  and  the 
mother  died  January  14,  1880;  both  in  early  life 
were  identified  with  the  M.  E.  Church.  In  his 
political  views  Mr.  Nash  was  a Whig,  then  a Re- 
publican. They  were  good  people,  worthy  of  the 
respect  and  esteem  in  which  they  were  held. 

William  Edgar  Nash  was  born  on  the  farm 
in  the  town  of  Wilton  December  18,  1842,  and 
passed  his  boyhood  up  to  eighteen  years  of  age 
in  a manner  in  keeping  with  the  general  larmer's 
sons.  He  attended  the  neighborhood  schools  in 
the  winter  seasons,  and  during  the  summer 
worked  on  the  farm.  For  a time  he  attended 
the  Wilton  Academy.  As  he  grew  older  he 
clerked  for  four  years  in  a dry-goods  store  in 
Westport,  then  taught  school  for  a time  in  the 
I town  of  Weston.  Following  this  employment 
) he  for  eight  years  clerked  in  a combination  store 
1 — drugs,  books,  etc. — in  Westport,  for  John  W. 
Taylor,  then  for  the  latter's  successor,  Joseph  T. 
Hull,  for  three  years.  During  his  clerkship  for 
Mr.  Hull  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  West- 
port,  serving  as  such  for  more  than  four  years. 
During  his  official  capacity  he  established  his 
present  business.  He  carries  a full  line  of  drugs, 
books,  stationery,  etc.,  and  is  a very  obliging 
and  courteous  gentleman,  which  in  a manner  ac- 
counts for  the  large  patronage  he  enjoys.  He  is 
public-spirited,  and  has  linked  his  name  with  a 
number  of  enterprises  which  have  materially  ad- 
vanced Westport.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Westport  Board  of  Trade,  and  is  still 
identified  with  the  same;  is  active  in  the  Library 

Association,  and  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 

Willow  Brook  Cemetery  Association.  He  has 
served  as  a director  in  and  treasurer  of  the  Street 
Railroad  Company,  and  was  one  of  the  organiz- 
ers of  the  Westport  Electric  Light  and  Water 
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Company.  Mr.  Nash  is  a wide-awake  man  and 
a useful  mt^en.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
and  m h,s  relig.ous  faith  he  is  identified  with  the 
M.  E.  Church  at  Westport 

Mi«0F.APK1.l9,D,866>  Mr'  Nash  was  married  to 
M.ss  Elizabeth  Renoud,  of  Westport,  a daughter 

of  Allen  and  Elisa  (Nash)  Renoud,  and  to  them 
have  come  three  children,  two  of  whom  died 
when  young;  the  survivor  is  Carrie  Emma  who 
tor  about  fifteen  years  has  assisted  in  her  fa’ther’s 
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F H.  HUSTED,  one  of  the  leading  agricult- 
--  unsts  of  Greenwich  township  Fairfield 

°f  the  best'knowTS 

j th  s Part  of  the  countv,  where  his  Ion? 

.VenShimSwi  35  3 pubIic  -rvant 

popular™  M ac<5ua'n'ance  and  an  enviable 
Ship  born  aM  'i  Husted  IS  a natlve  of  the  town- 
Distnrf"  '4l  ,8«.  the  Round  Hill 

Sc  pi  J 'Mt,  ”hich  he  now «"« 

members  hal  t belonf , a family  whose 
2ens  of  thi«:  een.  USe^u  anc^  honorable  citi- 

T L?mmU"'ty  fr°m  its  earliest  history. 

shin  i-  , a ,arnaer  in  Greenwich  town- 
“>d,a"“d  «'•  H' 

eight  children  i.n  "r  (h*i-V  hecame  the  parents  of 
iamin  i?  ’ 11  born  ln  Greenwich,  viz  ■ Ben- 
te?  U,e  o?  Sr®5  theKfather  of  Col.  Conklin  Hus- 
Titus  Revnr.lHanWnC^.’  Nathaniel;  Sarah,  wife  of 
nolds); ^ Manha  °®borah/Mrs-  Nathaniel  Rey- 
(Mrs.  John  DpJ^'  J?mes  Brush):  Rachel 
Mead- and  2.,?  •rn');/ Mary’  wife  of  Jonah' 

Nathan, 5 w’  °f  StePhen  Pal™r. 
named  family  was^  ’ ?econd  in  the  above 
extensive  farmers  and  ,hlS  da-v  one  of  the  most 
ship,  and  her  and  I,andowners  in  the  town- 
Rfessive  citizens  °f  Its  .representative,  pro- 
f°r  the  general  ’ w°,rfernost  ln  every  movement 
Pecially  in  the  RounH^H-ti^  advancement.  es- 
°f  his  propertv  wn=  * ' PIstnct,  where  much 

his  bovs  a farym  3h  S'tUated  He  Rave  each  °f 

H.  Husted  fin  ’ be,one  now  owned  by  Mr.  N. 

our  subject  mrch  ° j'S.S0n  Samuel.  from  whom 
swestoW-  'l'  and  he  was  an  exten- 
cat,le  to  New  York  6?r  y dayS’  dr,vmg  his 
Was  shrewd  and  ? , market'  In  business  he 
were  all  characteri^H^’  uUt  h'S  transact'ons 
and  fairness  and  h d by  ,the  strictest  honesty 
fellow  citizens  for  v W3S  bl^b*y  respected  by  his 
head  and  heart  AhlS  Sterl'nS  qualities  of 

Porter  of  the  s a leadlng  member  and  sup- 

he  was  for  ;ea^tb0dlS/  Church  at  Round  Hill, 

m religious  circles  th  tbe  m°St  actlve  workers 
8 there,  and  he  was  a liberal 


contributor  toward  Church  and  benevolent  enter- 

ELS  h” H*  “rv'd  **  ■ ■»  >“. 

Revolutionary  war.  Nathaniel  Husted  was 

Porterhn  with  Miss  Ru‘h  Snififin,  of 

So  ,t  at? f 1 56  f3ther  at  one  time  owned- 

about  aU  of  what  is  now  the  site  of  that  town) 

ana  hey  reared  a family  of  seven  children 
namely:  James,  who  lived  on  the  farm  which 

his  father  gave  him,  died  without  issue.  Nathan- 
iel (deceased)  was  an  excellent  agriculturist,  and 
carried  on  farming  at  Round  Hill.  Samuel  once 
owned  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject, 
budding  the  dwelling-house  during  his  residence 
there,  and  finally  removed  to  Orleans  county, 

L ’ y • ’ where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days  dying  at  Holley,  that  county.  Benjamin 
was  the  father  of  N.  H.  Husted.  Jonathan  (now 
deceased)  was  a farmer  at  Round  Hill.  Rachel 
j died  when  thirteen  years  old.  Mary  died  un- 
married at  an  advanced  age.  The  father  of  this 
family  passed  from  earth  January  20,  1826,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Methodist  cemetery  at 
Round  Hill. 

Benjamin  Husted  was  born  June  20,  1799,  at 
Round  Hill,  and,  like  his  father,  was  a lifelong 
farmer,  and  a very  successful  one.  He  received 
his  early  education  in  the  district  school  of 
Round  Hill,  and  finished  his  literary  training  in 
Greenwich  Academy,  obtaining  a good  practical 
knowledge  of  the  common  English  branches,  of 
which  he  made  good  use  during  his  long,  active 
life.  He  was  always  fond  of  reading,  and  he 
kept  himself  well-informed  on  subjects  of  gen- 
eral interest  and  importance,  ranking  among  the 
intelligent  and  substantial  men  of  the  township. 

He  lived  at  home  until  his  marriage,  after  which 
he  for  some  years  lived  on  another  farm  in 
Round  Hill,  finally  settling  on  the  place  where 
his  son  N.  H.  resides,  and  on  which  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  1835  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Knapp,  of  Round  Hill, 
who  was  born  July  13,  1807,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 17,  1843,  the  mother  of  three  children,  viz.: 
Sarah  A.,  born  July  23,  1836,  who  married  John 
W.  Palmer,  and  lives  in  Pleasantville,  N.  Y.; 
John  A.,  born  September  16,  1838,  residing  at 
Round  Hill;  and  N.  H.  For  his  second  wife 
Benjamin  Husted  wedded  Miss  Lecta  Brown,  a 
daughter  of  “Major”  Brown,  who  died  in  Au- 
gust, 1878;  she  had  no  children.  Mr.  Husted 
departed  this  life  in  August,  1879,  and  bis  re- 
mains rest  in  Round  Hill  cemetery.  In  religious 
connection  he  was  a devout  and  zealous  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  was  an 
active  worker,  and  he  held  the  offices  of  trustee 
and  steward.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat 
until  the  Civil  war,  when  he  transferred  his  al- 
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legiance  to  the  Republican  party,  but  although  children — three  sons  and  three  daughters— four 
he  was  deeply  interested  in  politics  he  was  no  of  whom  survive,  viz. : Susan  F.,  widow  of 
office-seeker,  and  he  took  little  part  in  public  James  E.  Worden,  of  North  Castle  township, 
affairs.  As  a citizen  he  commanded  the  esteem  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.;  Clarissa  J.  (Mrs. 
of  all  who  knew  him.  Husted);  Harriet  E.  (Mrs.  John  Reynolds,  of 

N.  H.  Husted  was  reared  in  the  Round  Hill  Round  Hill);  and  George  J.,  of  Bedford,  N.  Y. 
district,  where  he  first  attended  school,  later  be-  The  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  vocation,  died 
coming  a student  at  the  Quaker  Ridge  Academy,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years;  his  widow  still  makes 
when  Rev.  Whitman  Peck  was  at  the  head  of  her  home  in  Bedford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Husted  are 
that  institution.  He  was  trained  to  farm  work  prominent  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in 
on  the  home  place,  where  he  lived  until  his  mar-  which  he  is  at  present  serving  as  trustee.  Fra- 
riage,  and  as  his  brother  and  sister  had  both  left  ternally  he  is  a member  of  Acacia  Lodge,  F.  & 
the  parental  roof  he  brought  his  young  wife  to  A.  M.,  at  Greenwich,  and  Banksville  Council, 
the  homestead,  where  they  have  continued  to  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M. 
make  their  home.  When  his  father's  property 
was  divided  this  farm  was  our  subject’s  inherit- 

ance,  and  he  has  since  bought  another  place  in  ’l^RNEST  LINWOOD  STAPLES,  of  Shel- 
the  Round  Hill  District,  being  at  present  the  ILsi  ton,  Conn.,  was  born  in  Monroe,  Conn., 
most  extensive  agriculturist  in  that  locality.  The  September  to,  1856,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Ro- 
home  place  comprises  ninety-six  productive  silla  Burr  Staples.  He  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
acres,  and  Mr.  Husted  has,  with  the  character-  lie  and  private  schools  of  Monroe  and  Trumbull, 
istic  energy  and  good  management  of  the  mem-  and  under  the  tutorship  of  the  Rev.  James  E. 
bers  of  his  family,  cultivated  his  land  most  Coley,  a graduate  of  Trinity  College,  and  the 
profitably,  deriving  a good  income  from  his  two  Rev.  W.  B.  Curtiss  and  Beach  Hill,  graduates 
farms.  He  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  men  of  Yale  University. 

in  the  township,  either  from  a civic  or  business  Being  of  studious  and  thoughtful  tempera- 
standpoint,  and  no  citizen  has  a higher  reputa-  ment.  and  having  had  excellent  educational  ad- 
tion  for  public-spiritedness  or  genuine  worth.  vantages,  it  was  natural  that  our  subject  should 
Mr.  Husted  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  first  turn  his  attention  to  teaching  as  a means  o! 
Abraham  Lincoln,  but  his  political  sympathies  livelihood,  and  later  study  a profession.  He  did 
have  always  been  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  not  wander  far  afield,  but  taught  in  Trumbull, 

he  was  for  years  one  of  its  wheel-horses  in  his  Monroe,  Bristol,  Danbury,  Redding  and  Derby, 

township.  The  first  office  he  held  was  that  of  In  1883,  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 

selectman,  and  later  he  served  efficiently  as  of  Col.  S.  B.  Sumner,  of  Bridgeport,  and  having 

township  treasurer,  after  which,  for  three  terms,  completed  his  preparatory  course  was  admitted 
1883-84-85,  he  represented  his  district  in  the  1 to  the  Bar  of  Fairfield  county,  in  April,  1886. 
State  Legislature,  where  he  maintained  his  high  The  same  year  he  opened  an  office  in  Shelton, 
standing  as  a zealous  worker  for  the  public  good,  and  has  since  continuously  practiced  in  that 
and  made  a most  creditable  record,  discharging  place.  His  studies  have  shown  his  belief  in  the 

his  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  theory  that  a good  lawyer  must  know  much  be- 

After  his  career  in  the  State  Assembly  he  served  sides  the  law. 

another  two  years  as  selectman;  but  he  has  since  Though  of  a retiring  disposition,  and  with  no 
declined  official  honors,  although  he  still  sustains  self-seeking  in  his  nature,  Mr.  Staples  has  been 
a keen  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party,  and  is  corporation  counsel  for  the  borough  of  Shelton; 
one  of  its  most  trusted  advisors  and  counselors,  attorney  for  the  town  of  Huntington;  prosecut- 
During  his  active  public  life  he  made  numerous  ing  attorney  in  the  Town  Court  of  Huntington 

acquaintances  throughout  the  county,  and  he  since  its  establishment,  and  judge  of  probate  for 

numbers  his  friends  in  both  great  parties  by  the  the  District  of  Huntington.  Thus  has  been 

score,  a fact  which  was  especially  evident  at  shown  the  confidence  of  his  neighbors  and  friends 

election  time,  when  he  always  received  a warm  in  his  judgment  and  probity,  and  this  is  a good 
support  from  his  Republican  as  well  as  his  Deino-  test  of  character,  for  “a  prophet  is  not  without 
cratic  friends.  honor  save  in  his  own  country,”  and  if  there is 3 

On  December  28,  1869,  Mr.  Husted  was  1 community  in  the  world  which  shrewdly  silts 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Clarissa  J.  Ray-  the  chaff  from  the  wheat  it  is  a New  England 
rnond,  of  Bedford,  N.  Y..  who  was  born  April  town.  Indeed,  Mr.  Staples  might  well  stand  the 
24,  1842,  daughter  of  Thomas  H.  and  Susan  F.  test  of  the  shrewdest  judgment,  for  he  is  smgn- 
(Haight)  Raymond,  who  had  a family  of  six  larly  highminded,  and  given  to  the  things  of  the 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


Digitized  by 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


525 


spirit,  rather  than  to  those  of  the  flesh.  Not- 
withstanding professional  engagements,  and  the 
many  small  and  big  worries  of  the  teasing  pro- 
fession of  law,  so  devoted  has  he  always  been  to 
the  higher  thought  that  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Unitarian  ministry  at  Boston,  in  1895. 

Mr.  Staples  is  highly  intellectual,  and  has  a 
decidedly  poetic  temperament.  He  is  a success- 
ful speaker  to  cultivated  audiences,  and  delivers 
addresses  in  New  England  under  the  auspices  of 
the  American  Unitarian  Associatian.  He  is  the 
author  of  an  epic  poem  entitled  “A  Man  of 
Destiny,”  having  for  its  subject  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, which  is  perhaps  his  most  important  poem, 
though  he  frequently  expresses  himself  in  verse. 

In  appearance,  Mr.  Staples  is  attractive.  He 
is  somewhat  slender  though  well  proportioned, 
and  as  active  in  body  as  in  mind.  He  is  alert  to 
all  matters  of  thought,  is  winning  in  address,  and 
makes  warm  friends  among  those  who,  like  him- 
self, are  pursuing  the  higher  education.  He  is 
responsive  to  all  good  things,  and  is  tireless  in 
attempting  to  develop  himself  and  others.  To 
this  quality  is  due  the  following  fact.  With  the 
Rev.  Charles  W.  Park,  formerly  pastor  of  the 
Derby  Congregational  Church,  and  others  he  or- 
ganized the  Sunday  Afternoon  Club,  now  known 
as  the  Cosmian  Circle  of  Shelton,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  which  one  lecture,  at  least,  is  given  in 
each  month  and  the  Article  of  Union  of  which  is 
as  follows:  “ Earnestly  desiring  to  develop  in 
ourselves  and  in  the  world  honest,  reverent 
thought,  faithfulness  to  our  highest  conception  of 
right  living,  the  spirit  of  love  and  service  to  our 
fellowmen,  of  fearless  and  untrammeled  research 
for  the  truth  in  all  fields  of  investigation,  and 
allegiance  toward  all  the  interests  of  morality 
and  religion  as  interpreted  by  the  growing  thought 
and  purest  lives  of  humanity,  we  join  ourselves 
together,  hoping  to  help  one  another  in  all  good 
things,  and  to  advance  the  cause  of  pure  and 
practical  religion  and  science  in  the  community, 
basing  our  union  upon  no  credal  test,  whatso- 
ever, but  upon  the  purpose  herein  expressed,  and 
welcoming  to  our  fellowship  all  who  wish  to  help 
establish  truth,  righteousness  and  love  in  the 
world.” 

And  in  connection  with  the  pure  living  and 
high  thinking  outlined  in  the  above  Article  of 
Union  comes  one  of  the  most  distinctive  efforts 
of  Mr.  Staples’  life,  and  one  entirely  unique  in  his 
section  of  the  country,  indeed  in  any  section  as 
far  as  we  know,  in  these  days.  Mr.  Staples  and 
his  excellent  wife,  who  shares  his  enthusiasms, 
determined  to  make  a distinct  attempt  to  set 
apart,  each  ygar,  a certain  time  to  getting  to- 
gether friends  who  had  a message,  and  knew  how 


to  give  it,  and  others  who  were  receptive. 
Therefore  in  early  September  there  is  for  three 
days  a Symposium  at  the  finely  situated  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Staples — appropriately  named 
••Summit  Place” — where  lectures  are  given, 
papers  are  read,  and  most  animated  and  valuable 
discussions  take  place  along  the  line  of  the  higher 
thought  of  the  day.  With  characteristic  generos- 
ity, the  expense  of  all  and  the  entertainment  of 
those  who  come  from  a distance  are  borne  by 
Mr.  Staples,  with  the  exception  of  voluntary 
contributions.  How  much  this  is  enjoyed,  and 
how  valuable  it  is,  can  be  told  by  observing  the 
participants.  Truly  they  are  known  “by  the 
shining  of  the  face.” 

In  March,  1885,  Mr.  Staples  married,  at 
Danbury,  Conn.,  Esther  J.  Penfield,  a graduate 
of  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary,  class  of  ’81,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Gail  Rosilla,  born  March  6,  1886. 


The  following  are  the  closing  lines  from  “A 
Man  of  Destiny:  ” 

Farewell,  oh  noble  son  of  God,  farewell! 

In  that  bright  sphere  where  passion  may  not  dwell. 

The  fleshly  limitations  swept  away. 

No  taint  ot  ill  to  thy  true  soul  can  come. 

Pure  spirit,  in  the  realm  of  the  Great  Powei, 

Whose  purpose  through  the  ages  slowly  make? 

For  righteousness  which  thou  didst  truly  iovv 
Pass  to  the  empyrean  heights,— Farewell' 


LEANDER  J.  WHEELER,  a prominent 

' agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Huntington, 

enjoys  in  a high  degree  the  esteem  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  and  by  the  judicious  management  of 
his  farm  he  shows  the  skill  which  should  char- 
acterize the  modern  farmer. 

The  Wheeler  family  has  been  identified  with 
the  town  of  Huntington  for  several  generations. 
Joseph  Wheeler,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  that  town  and  passed  his  entire 
life  there,  following  farming  as  an  occupation. 
He  married  Salina  Barrett,  and  had  four  children: 
Nathaniel,  a farmer,  who  died  some  years  ago 
at  his  home  in  the  town  of  Huntington;  Abbie, 
who  married  Ebenezer  Wooster,  a farmer  at 
Middlebury,  Conn.;  Agur,  our  subject’s  father; 
and  Mary  Ann,  who  died  when  two  and  one- 
half  years  old. 

Agur  Wheeler,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Huntington  in  1804,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood upon  his  father’s  farm.  For  some  years  he 
followed  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  but 
in  later  life  he  engaged  in  agriculture.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat,  and  as  a citizen  he  was  in- 
terested in  all  that  related  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community,  being  active  in  religious  work  as  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  married 
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Miss  Lavinia  S.  Wood,  daughter  of  Luther 
Wood,  a well-known  tanner  of  Woodbury, 
■Conn.,  and  made  his  home  at  the  farm  now  i 
occupied  by  our  subject,  where  he  built  the 
present  dwelling  house.  His  death  occurred  I 
February  i S,  1857;  his  wife  passed  away  Janu-  1 
ary  18,  1889.  Of  their  seven  children,  the 
eldest,  Henrietta,  died  when  seven  months  old; 
Julia  Ann  married  Theodore  E.  Beard,  of 
Huntington;  Frederick  A.,  a druggist  in  New  1 
Haven,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five;  Lavinia  I 
M.  died  in  her  eighteenth  year;  Stephen  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years;  Leander  J.  is  the  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch;  and  William  L.  is  a I 
machinist  in  Bridgeport.  j 

L.  J.  Wheeler  was  born  September  27,  1843,  I 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Huntington,  and  has  al-  I 
ways  resided  there,  the  care  of  the  estate  hav-  j 
ing  devolved  upon  him  in  early  manhood.  He 
has  eighty-seven  acres  of  excellent  land  which  he 
devotes  to  general  farming  and  dairying,  meeting 
with  marked  success.  He  does  not  give  much 
attention  to  the  practical  work  of  politics,  al- 
though he  is  a stanch  believer  in  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  alwaj'S  taken  an 
intelligent  interest  in  the  questions  of  the  day. 
In  religious  faith  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  no 
worthy  movement  fails  to  receive  his  sympathy. 

In  1865,  Mr.  Wheeler  married  Miss  Anna 
Augusta  Chatfield,  daughter  of  John  E.  Chat- 
field,  a leading  citizen  of  Huntington.  Her 
family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  town,  her  an- 
cestors having  come  from  England  at  an  early 
day.  Four  children  have  blessed  the  union:  (1)  j 
Frederick  A.  conducts  the  Walnut  Grove  Dairy, 
and  has  a milk  route  in  Shelton  and  Derby.  (2) 
Cora  A.  married  Edward  S.  Beardsley,  a farmer  | 
in  the  town  of  Monroe.  (3)  Edwin  C.  is  a 
carpenter  in  Bridgeport.  (4)  Lelia  E.  died  in 
infancy. 


J;  RCHIBALD  McNEIL,  proprietor  of  a 
t.  wholesale  bituminous  coal  business  in 
Bridgeport, comesof  substantial  Colonial  ancestry. 
His  great-grandfather,  Archibald  McNeil,  who 
was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  enlisted  in  the  cause 
of  the  liberty-loving  Colonists  July  3,  1779,  and 
served  faithfully  in  the  struggle  for  independence. 
His  son,  William  McNeil,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  what  is  now  Naugatuck,  and 
obtained  a collegiate  education  in  Yale  College, 
graduating  in  the  class  of  1777-  He  participated 
in  theFrench  troubles  which  followed  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  was  aboard  the  privateer,  “ Marquis  de 
Lafayette  ’’  (sailing  out  of  New  Haven), which  was 
captured  by  the  French.  Mr.  McNeil  was  taken 


to  France  and  thrown  into  a dungeon,  for  w 
indignity  his  family  became  interested  in 
celebrated  “French  Spoliation  Claims.” 

His  son,  Abraham  Archibald  McNeil, 
born  in  1802,  in  Derby,  Conn.  He  wasast 
cargo,  sailing  out  of  New  Haven  for  many  v 
engaged  in  the  West  Indies  trade.  He  ma 
Mary  Ann  Hults,  a daughter  of  William  H 
who  in  1813  was  lost  at  sea  with  all  the  ere 
the  brig  “William”,  sailingoutof  Bridge: 
when  his  daughter,  Mary  Ann,  was  only 
years  old.  Abraham  Archibald  McNeil  rem 
from  New  Haven  to  Bridgeport  about  1 
where  for  several  years  he  was  engaged 
Samuel  Hodges  (his  wife’s  uncle)  in  the 
manufacturing  business.  He  founded  the  sy 
of  lighthouses  at  Bridgeport,  and  for  many  y 
until  his  death  in  1873,  continued  the  lighth 
keeper.  His  son,  Sidney  Adolphus,  now 
that  position.  The  family  of  Abraham  A. 
Mary  Ann  McNeil  consisted  of  twelve  chilt 
namely:  Charles  Hubbel,  born  December 
1828;  John,  born  October  9,  1830;  Samuel' 
iam,  born  March  16,  1832;  Eliza  Maria, 
January  9,  1834;  Josiah  Hoyt,  born  Febi 
9,  1835;  Augustus  and  Adolphus  (twins), 
August  31,  1837;  Mary  Hoyt,  bom  Octobe: 
1839;  Mary  Hoyt,  born  December  12,  1 
Archibald,  born  July  2,  1843;  Maria,  born 
cember  25,  1845;  Sarah,  born  August  28,  I 
The  mother  who  was  born  in  Bridgeport  in  1 
died  in  the  same  city  in  1893. 

Archibald  McNeil,  the  youngest  son, 
educated  in  various  private  schools  at  Bri 
port,  among  others  attending  Sellick’s  scl 
In  1856  he  was  sent  to  the  celebrated  Tho 
school  at  New  Haven,  and  four  years  late 
graduated  in  i860  at  the  well-known  Hof 
Grammar  School,  connected  with  Yale  Col 
Returning  to  Bridgeport,  he  for  three  3 
clerked  in  the  ship  chandlery  store  of  his  bi 
er,  Charles  H.  McNeil,  which  was  oppositi 
old  depot  and  steamboat  landing.  Thei 
1863  he  formed  a partnership  with  his  bre 
Charles  H.,  under  the  firm  name  of  Me 
Brothers,  wholesale  fruit  and  produce  dea 
thus  continuing  in  business  until  1876,  when 
McNeil  removed  to  New  York  City  and 
his  brother,  Charles  H.  engaged  in  the  wl 
sale  butter  and  cheese  business,  at  No.  84  B 
street,  under  the  style  of  Archibald  McNe 
Co.  In  1879  the  character  of  the  business 
changed  to  an  exclusive  export  and  im 
trade  with  Cuba,  exports  consisting  chiefl 
bituminous  coal,  flour,  potatoes  and  other f 
uce.  In  1888  Mr.  McNeil  returned  to  Bn 
port  and  established  an  extensive  wholesale 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


527 


minous  coal  office,  a business  which  he  has 
since  continued.  He  represents  in'  that  city  six 
large  coal-producing  companies,  and  supplies 
railroads,  factories  and  dealers  with  fuel. 

In  1 88 1 Mr.  McNeil  married  Jean  McKen- 
zie Clan  Ranald,  daughter  of  George  | Clan 
Ranald,  of  New  York  City.  They  have  three 
children:  Archibald,  born  in  New  York  City 
June  i,  1883;  Kenneth  Wylie, born  in  Bridgeport,' 
September  14,  1885;  and  Roderick  Clan  Ranald 

born  in  Bridgeport,  March  20,1888.  Mr  McNeil 

and  family  attend  the  Episcopal  Church.  In 
social  affairs  he  is  a natural  leader.  He  was 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  old  Eclectic 
Club,  and  for  two  years  served  as  its  president. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the 

Ofathdei?,Ubund  °f  the  Newer  Algonquin  Club. 

the  latter  he  was  a charter  member,  and  for 
wo  years  was  its  president.  From  1874  to 
V thriT  C°?lmodore  of  the  first  Bridgeport 
loom  and  TaS  an  efficie"t  officer,  on  ac- 
nautL f ah‘s.  ^seamanship  and  interest  in 
nautical  affairs.  He  is  at  present  one  of  the 

Ehas?  tlJe,new  Bridgeport  Yacht  Club, 

Harbor  d 'tS  cIubhouse  in  Black  Rock 

Harbor,  now  in  course  of  construction. 

olitically  Mr.  McNeil  is  a Democrat  He  has 

ieoVneal,vS°beght  d°fficial  Prefe™ent,  but  has  occa- 

situated  hTh  ? mt°  ,he  arena’  and  when  so 
stronlfnehf  hKS  3 WayS  Proved  an  adept  and 
g foe  for  his  opponents.  In  1872  and  1873 

*£££«  the  °,d  Second1  ward" hi*  the 
P C0Undl-  He  was  nominated 
ture  and  representative  to  the  State  Legisla- 

of  the  Demth0Ugh  he  Went  down  with  ‘he  rest 
SdMha°t?et,C  I3"1"  b6f0re  the  Republican 
‘ion  of  knowin^tha^  h fnends  had  the  consola- 
ahead  of  his  ticket  h 1 "Vi.  S°me  f°Ur  hundred 
was  imDortnnnd  ♦ *'  In  th.e  sPnnff  of  1897  he 
as  the  Dem  ■ ° Permit  his  name  to  be  used 

« bD„TdS1i,d*lh' E'ide" 

to  add  that  the  h h°n0r'  14  ,s  needless 

Popularity  and  am,f  carnes  with  it  a weight  of 

able  for  anv  nocV^^’  ,that  wou,d  make  it  desir- 
y position  of  responsibility  or  trust. 


■S^1  resident  °RCHARD’  a fading 

many  years  iriPn*  k^01-0"’  Conn'  has  been  for 
in  New  York  Tit'^  i^'th  niercantile  interests 
London,  England'  JS,®  WaS  born  in  1843,  in  , 
Orchard,  was  a n'  ^ hlS  father’  J°b”  I 
fifty  years.  Thn  t ry'^oods  merchant  for  over  | 
John  Orchard’s  fatu1' yJS- an  old  English  one,  | 
descended  from  the  f 61  ibein5  J0SePb  Orchard,  I 
Somersetshire  and  . am‘  y 04  Orchard  Portman,  | 
r6,  and  hls  mother  a daughter  of  Sfr  I 


Richard  Vivash.  The  maiden  name  of  our  sub- 
ject s mother  was  Martha  Lowman.  On  her 
mother’s  side  she  was  a lineal  descendant  of  Ad- 
miral Sir  Francis  Drake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Orchard  had  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  still 
living  in  England. 

William  Henry  Orchard  received  his  educa- 
tion in  England,  in  the  Island  of  Guernsey,  and 
m Pans.  In  1 865  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
locating  in  New  York  City,  and  engaging  in  the 
dry-goods  trade.  On  November  14,  1872,  he 
married  Miss  Harriett  Arabella  Sackett,  and  they 
have  two  children:  William  Henry  Bell  Orchard 
and  Harriett  Sackett  Orchard.  The  family  are 
members  of  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Nor- 
oton,  and  Mr.  Orchard  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  being  made  in  St.  Nicholas,  No.  321, 
New  York  City,  in  1871.  In  politics,  both  he 
and  his  son  belong  to  the  Democratic  party. 

Mrs.  Orchard  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
being  a daughter  of  Capt.  James  Joseph  Sackett 
and  Harriett  Capes  Sackett,  who  were  natives  of 
New  York  City,  both  being  born  there  in  1812. 
They  were  married  December  26,  1836,  by  the 
Rev.  James  Demarest,  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  Williamsburg,  L.  I.  Their  children 
were:  Edward  Wetmore,  Mary  Wetmore,  Har- 
riett Arabella  and  Ellen  Louisa.  Mrs.  Orchard 
is  now  the  only  one  of  the  family  living.  Cap- 
tain Sackett  died  in  1846.  His  ancestor,  Simon 
Sackett,  with  his  wife  and  two  sons,  came  to  this 
country  in  1629  from  the  Isle  of  Ely,  Cambridge- 
shire, England,  and  settled  in  Cambridge,  Mass., 
locating  in  Newtown  and  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  in  Co- 
lonial times,  where  they  were  large  property 
holders,  and  held  high  positions  in  both  civil  and 
military  services.  He  was  the  son  of  James 
Joseph  Sackett  and  Ann  (Blanck),  and  great- 
grandson  of  Dr.  Joseph  Sackett  and  Hannah 
Alsop,  daughter  of  Richard  Alsop,  of  Jamaica, 

L.  1.  Mrs.  Harriett  Capes  Sackett,  on  'March 
22,  1855,  was  married  to  John  Jay  Bell,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Meeker,  of  the  old  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  of  Bushwick,  Williamsburg,  L.  I.,  and 
came  to  Mr.  Bell’s  homestead  (Bell  Mansion), 
where  she  died  November  9,  1888.  Mr.  Orchard 
and  family  still  continue  to  reside  there.  Her 
father,  William  Capes,  was  born  in  Boston, 
England,  and  when  of  age  came  to  New  York 
City,  where  he  became  a prominent  shipbuilder. 
His  wife,  Sally  (Brooks),  was  a great-grand- 
daughter of  Capt.  Samuel  Youngs,  his  muster 
role  reading:  “A  muster  Role  of  ye  Melitia,  or 

Military  Company  or  Training  Band  of  ye  So- 
ciety of  Middlesex,  under  ye  Command  of  Capt. 
Samuel  Youngs,  in  ye  Ninth  Ridegement,  in  ye 
year  of  our  Lord  Ano.  Dom.  1767,  April  ye  2nd.” 


Digitized  by 


Google 


528 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


This  document  contains  the  names  of  the  an- 
cestors of  many  families  now  living  in  the  towns 
of  Darien,  Stamford  and  Norwalk.  He  was  the 
son  of  John  Youngs  and  Ruth  Elliott  (married  in 
1690),  who  had  a large  family.  He  descended 
from  the  Rev.  John  Youngs,  as  history  records: 
“Most  of  the  first  Planters  were  originally  from 
Hingham,  Norfolkshire,  England,  and  came  here 
by  way  of  New  Haven.  The  Rev.  John  Youngs, 
son  of  the  Vicar  of  Southwold,  Norfolkshire, 
England,  who  had  been  a preacher  in  England, 
was  their  leader.  He  organized  a Church  in 
New  Haven,  and  they  with  others  willing  to  ac- 
company them,  commenced  the  settlement  of 
Southhold,  L.  1.,  in  1640,  and  died  there  Feb- 
ruary 24,  1672.” 

John  Jay  Bell  was  a descendant  of  Francis 
Bell,  an  early  settler  of  Stamford,  and  one  of 
the  twenty-nine  to  receive  assignment  of  land  in 
1640.  His  wife,  Rebecca,  died  there  in  1684, 
and  he  survived  her  only  six  years.  Their  son, 
Jonathan,  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  the 
town  of  Stamford.  John  Jay  Bell  was  born  in 
1816,  in  Sodus,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
September  8,  1893,  at  his  homestead. 


JiOHN  H.  LIGHT,  of  South  Norwalk,  Conn., 
was  born  in  Carmel,  N.  Y.,  March  27,  1855, 
the  son  of  Belden  and  Annie  Light. 

Having  pursued  the  usual  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  Mr.  Light  subsequent- 
ly entered  Chamberlain  Institute,  at  Randolph, 
N.  Y.,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1880.  After- 
ward he  taught  school  for  several  years,  pursued 
the  study  of  law  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  having 
completed  his  preparatory  legal  studies  was  duly 
admitted  to  the  Fairfield  County  Bar  in  Septem- 
ber, 1883. 

Mr.  Light  combines  in  his  personality  in  an 
eminent  degree  the  elements  of  superior  man- 
hood. He  is  a great  soul,  and  has  a strong 
mind  in  a sound  body — a born  leader  of  men, 
therefore  it  is  not  strange  that  in  the  short  pe- 
riod of  sixteen  years  he  has  come  to  stand  among 
the  foremost  lawyers  at  the  Fairfield  County 
Bar,  and  has  acquired  a large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice throughout  the  State. 

Fitted  by  nature  and  education  to  fill  with 
credit  to  himseli  and  honor  to  his  constituency 
any  position  in  the  gift  of  his  fellow-men,  he  has 
with  slight  exception  steadily  refused  all  solicita- 
tion to  political  preferment,  choosing  rather  to 
devote  his  undivided  attention  to  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  and  to  serve  his  clients  with  a 
devotion  worthy  of  their  profound  and  grateful 
remembrance.  So  great,  indeed,  is  the  confi- 


| dence  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  his  integrity  and 
I ability  that  since  May,  1884,  he  has  continuously 
[ held  the  office  of  corporation  counsel  for  the  city 
I of  South  Norwalk,  notwithstanding  the  numer- 
| ous  changes  in  the  political  control  of  the  city, 

! which  have  taken  place  during  that  period. 

Being  deeply  interested  in  the  educational 
1 welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  Mr. 
Light  has  served  for  many  years  as  actingschool 
visitor  of  the  town  of  Norwalk,  and  to  his  wise 
judgment  is  largely  due  the  excellent  condition 
of  the  schools  under  his  supervision.  In  1896 
he  was  appointed  prosecuting  attorney  for  the 
criminal  court  of  common  pleas  for  Fairfield 
county,  a position  which  he  has  continuously 
held  with  marked  satisfaction  to  the  Bench  and 
Bar,  and  in  which  he  has  promoted  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  tempered  with  mercy  born  of  a 
kind  charity  that  never  forgets  our  human  rela- 
tionship to  the  most  unfortunate  criminal.  Like 
Lincoln,  he  is  a keen  student  of  human  nature, 
and  reads  the  motives  of  men  as  a story  in  an 
open  book,  and  thus  wisely  discriminates  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  as  public  prosecutor, 
between  the  maliciously  vicious  criminal  and  the 
1 unfortunate  victim  of  social  environment. 

Yet,  however  signal  his  success  at  the  Bar, 

I no  man  with  the  type  of  mind  possessed  by  Mr. 
i Light  would  be  content  simply  to  become  a great 
I lawyer.  Free  from  the  stereotyped  convention- 
I alitv  which  characterizes  many  a college-bred 
l man,  whose  individuality  was  lost  in  the  col- 
I legiate  mold,  Mr.  Light  is  a profound  student 
i and  a bold  investigator  in  every  field  of  human 

I inquiry.  While  exceptionally  active  in  the  arena 

i of  the  business  world,  and  familiar  with  men 
I and  things,  making  friends  by  the  multitude  in 
I the  mart,  he  knows  the  power  of  silence,  and  in 
I the  seclusion  of  his  own  study,  which  contains 
I one  of  the  finest  private  libraries  in  the  State,  he 
I has  communed  with  the  master  spirits  of  the 
ages  in  their  best  moods,  and  fed  his  soul  on 
! their  richest  thoughts.  Science,  literature  and 
1 art  have  poured  their  treasures  into  his  heart 
and  mind,  while  in  all  his  acquisitions  he  has 
I never  forgotten  that — 

Knowledge  and  wisdom  far  from  being  one 
Have  ofttimes  no  connection. 

With  high  scholarship  he  combines  a rare 
type  of  mental  discipline — being  both  cultured 
1 and  profound.  With  marked  originality  he 
couples  a familiar  acquaintance  with  all  the 
great  thinkers  from  Plato  to  Spencer,  and  while 
I finding  inspiration  in  them  all  preserves  his  indi- 
1 viduality  unmarred.  He  voices  the  vision  of  his 
own  spirit.  Drawn  toward  the  ministry  in  early 
I life,  he  has  often  spoken  from  the  pulpit,  and 
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those  whose  privilege  it  is  to  have  heard  him  on 
such  occasions  can  but  feel  that  he  has  helped 
to  establish  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-men  the 
everlasting  gospel  of  the  Fatherhood  of  God 
and  Brotherhood  of  Man.  Profoundly  inter- 
ested in  all  the  great  problems  of  life,  civil,  so- 
cial, philosophic  and  religious,  he  holds  his  mind 
receptive  to  all  truth  from  every  source.  A de- 
vout disciple  of  Emerson — 

His  Bible  is  the  boundless  universe, 

His  pentecost  the  long,  long  age  ol  man. 

While  sympathizing  with  every  effort  for  the 
amelioration  of  mankind  and  friendly  to  all 
denominational  organizations,  he  has  often  ex- 
pressed to  his  friends  the  desire  to  bear  no  label, 
realizing  that  names  are  limitations,  and  the  best 
shibboleth  only  a fragment  of  eternal  truth. 

Few,  indeed,  are  the  men  in  this  age  of  mer- 
ciless competition  who  can  attain  eminence  in  a 
profession  dealing  with  controversies  and  selfish 
contentions  of  clients  and  lose  not  faith  in  the 
divinity  of  humanity  or  find  opportunity  to  live 
much  in  thought  with  the  poets,  philosophers 
and  reformers,  whose  mighty  works  and  deeds 
make  up  the  drama  of  a world.  Such  is  John 
H.  Light,  and  to  this  communion  with  the  mas- 
ters in  the  higher  life  is  doubtless  due  his  inspir- 
ation and  wonderful  diction  which  with  the 
peculiar  power  (that  for  want  of  a better  name 
we  call  personal  magnetism)  make  him  a fasci- 
nating orator  on  all  occasions.  As  a public 
speaker  Mr.  Light  is  always  in  demand,  and  his 
addresses  delivered  on  Memorial  Day  and  other 
patriotic  celebrations,  together  with  his  literary 
lectures,  especially  that  on  the  “ Women  of 
Shakspeare,  ” have  won  for  him  the  admiration 
of  many  highly  appreciative  audiences.  In  de- 
bate he  is  always  fair,  brilliant,  logical,  con- 
vincing— a most  formidable  antagonist,  the 
remembrance  of  whose  victories  are  never 
clouded  with  the  spirit  of  malice  or  revenge. 

For  years  Mr.  Light  has  been  a prominent 
Republican,  and  one  of  the  most  gifted  and  popu- 
lar stump  speakers  of  the  State.  In  1898,  in 
the  State  convention  of  his  party,  he  delivered  a 
speech,  in  which  he  nominated  Hon.  George  E. 
Lounsbury  for  Governor,  that  placed  its  author 
among  the  foremost  orators  of  Connecticut.  The 
same  year  he  was  elected  representative  from 
South  Norwalk  to  the  General  Assembly,  where 
he  has  acquitted  himself  with  marked  ability  as 
a statesman.  He  was  house  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  Incorporations,  and  the  committee 
on  Constitutional  Amendments. 

Whatever  else  John  H.  Light  may  be  or  not 
be,  this  is  true — he  is  a thorough-going  optimist. 

He  believes  in  the  goodness  of  God,  in  the  in- 
34 


i tegrity  of  the  universe,  in  the  divinity  of  man  in 
human  progress.  The  doctrine  of  total  depravity, 

1 the  theory  of  degeneration,  the  poetry  of  tears, 

1 find  no  welcome  in  his  soul.  His  spirit  stands 
in  the  sunshine,  and  his  presence  is  an  inspira- 
1 tion  to  the  true  life.  With  Tennyson  he  believes 
that:  " Somehow  good  will  be  the  final  goal  of 

I ill.”  and  if  there  is  any  one  class  of  men  and 
' women  for  whom  he  has  no  special  use  it  is  the 
• whining  pessimists  who  are  not  quite  sure  whether 
l to  worship  God  or  the  devil. 

While  a member  of  the  Congregational 
1 Church  of  South  Norwalk,  whose  liberal  creed  is 
I largely  traceable  to  his  influence,  Mr.  Light,  as 
indicated,  belongs  to  the  Church  Universal,  whom 
1 no  man  may  christen,  whose  membership  includes 
1 all  honest,  loyal  souls  in  all  ages  and  in  all  lands 
I bv  whatever  name  they  may  be  known  among 
men.  Such  a life  is  a perpetual  encouragement 
1 to  high  endeavor,  and  forever  proves  the  fallacy 
I of  the  doctrine  so  common  even  in  our  own  day 
that  no  man  can  be  successful  and  keep  his 
soul  awake  to  the  anthem  of,  “The  choir  invisi- 
I ble  of  the  immortal  dead,”  reading  the  prose 
i of  the  law  with  eyes  that  behold  the  vision  of  the 
j poet. 

On  August  3,  1881,  Mr.  Light  was  married 
i at  Stamford,  Conn.,  to  Ida  May  Lockwood,  and 
| to  them  have  been  born  two  sons:  Jay  Irving 
! Light,  who  died  April  3,  1896;  and  Freeman 
I Light. 


ZENAS  M.  PECK  needs  no  introduction  to 

' the  farming  population  of  Greenwich  town- 

; ship;  in  fact  his  reputation  as  a skillful  and  pros- 
| perous  agriculturist  extends  all  over  Fairfield 
1 county.  He  owns  and  resides  upon  the  farm  in 
1 Greenwich  which  his  grandfather  purchased  a 
1 century  ago,  and  which  in  his  father’s  day  was 
I awarded  second  prize  among  all  the  farms  in 
Fairfield  county  for  its  fine  appearance  and  con- 
dition. 

The  Peck  family  is  an  old  and  numerous  one 
in  the  township,  and  our  subject  is  a grandson  of 
I Samuel  Peck,  who  settled  on  the  farm  soon  aft- 
1 er  his  marriage  to  Mary  Mead,  and  became  a 
respected  well-to-do  farmer.  His  children  were 
1 .Allen,  who  became  a merchant  in  New  York 
City,  and  died  when  yet  a young  man;  Obadiah, 
who  was  long  a successful  merchant  of  New  York 
City,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  retirement,  dying 
in  Brooklyn;  Samuel,  who  died  young;  Isaac, 
the  father  of  Zenas  M.  Peck;  Whitman,  who  was 
; given  superior  educational  advantages,  and  be- 
1 came  a minister  of  the  Congregational  Church; 

1 and  four  daughters — Anna,  Maria,  Sophia  and 
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Jane — none  of  whom  married.  The  entire  family  | 
is  now  deceased.  Mr.  Peck  passed  away  in 
1842,  survived  many  years  by  his  wife,  who  lived 
to  the  advanced  ape  of  ninety-two,  and  they  both 
rest  in  the  Congregational  cemetery  at  Green- 
wich. ! 

Isaac  Peck  was  born  in  1812  on  his  father's 
farm,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  commencing 
to  learn  farm  work  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough 
to  be  of  any  assistance.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  district  schools.  Being  the  only  one  of 
the  sons  to  remain  at  home,  he  took  the  farm  aft- 
er his  father's  death,  at  which  time  it  was  some- 
what “run  down,  ’ and  brought  it  to  a state  of 
the  highest  cultivation,  taking  considerable  pride 
in  doing  his  work  in  a systematic  and  orderly 
manner,  and  keeping  everything  about  the  place 
in  a condition  ol  neatness  not  often  attempted 
even  by  good  farmers.  His  home  and  property 
received  all  his  attention,  and  well  repaid  him 
for  the  care  he  bestowed  upon  them,  for  his  skill 
and  industry  brought  him  a comfortable  income, 
and  placed  him  among  the  most  prosperous  farm- 
ers of  the  county.  As  above  stated,  he  was 
given  second  prize  in  a contest  among  the  farm- 
ers of  Fairfield  county,  and  such  an  honor  is  not 
easilv  won  in  this  section.  Mr.  Peck  was  a man 
of  ordinary  build,  weighing  about  1 50  pounds, 
and  was  quiet  and  reserved  in  his  manners  and 
habits,  nevertheless  making  many  friends  in  the 


among  so  many  good  agriculturists,  to  call  any 
one  the  best,  but  it  is  certain  that  our  subject’s 
right  to  a place  in  the  first  rank  of  farmers  in 
this  region  would  not  be  disputed. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  Mr.  Peck  wedded 
Miss  Hannah  E.  Husted,  who  was  born  in  1846, 
daughter  of  Augustus  and  Nancy  E.  Husted,  and 
two  children  have  been  born  to  them:  Fred- 
erick, who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  and  Eliza 
A.,  who  lives  with  her  parents.  The  family  are 
united  with  the  Congregational  Church  at  Green- 
l wich.  Mr.  Peck  is  a Republican  in  politics, 

I though,  like  his  father,  he  takes  little  active  part 
I in  public  matters;  his  ability  and  worth  are  un- 
1 questioned,  but  he  is  afflicted  with  a slight  de- 
I feet  in  his  hearing,  from  which  his  father  also 
i suffered,  and  this  has  caused  him  to  stand  aside 
I more  from  outside  affairs  than  he  might  other- 
I wise  be  inclined  to  do.  He  is  looked  upon  as 
1 one  of  Greenwich's  most  substantial,  thrifty  citi- 
1 zens,  and  is  everywhere  respected  for  his  stabil- 
| ity  and  integrity  of  character.  Mr.  Peck  and  his 
cousin,  Lewis  Peck,  son  of  Obadiah  Peck,  are 
the  only  male  descendants  of  Samuel  Peck  now 
living,  and  the  name  goes  out  with  them.  Lewis 
Peck  served  with  the  Union  throughout  the  Civil 
war,  and  came  out  with  the  rank  of  major-gen- 
I eral.  His  home  is  in  Brooklyn. 


town.  He  married  Miss  Julia  Mead,  who  was 
born  in  1 8 1 S , daughter  of  Zenas  Mead,  and  their 
union  was  blessed  with  two  children:  Sophia,  j 
who  died  when  nineteen  years  of  age:  and  Zenas 
M..  whose  name  opens  this  sketch.  The  parents 
were  both  sixty-four  years  old  at  the  time  of 
their  deaths,  the  mother  living  five  years  after 
the  father,  and  both  lie  buried  in  the  cemetery 
of  the  Gieenwich  Congregational  Church,  of 
which  Mr.  Peck  was  a member.  In  his  early 
years  he  was  a Whig  in  political  faith,  and  when 
that  party  merged  into  the  Republican  faction 
he  became  a stanch  member  of  the  new  organiza- 
tion, with  which  he  voted  the  remainder  of  his 
days. 

Zenas  M.  Peck  was  born  August  9,  1S44,  on 
the  farm  which  has  always  been  his  home.  In 
bovhood  he  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Greenwich,  having  for  his  early  teachers  Miss. 
Hatch,  Miss  Hibbard  and  Miss  Stark,  and  later 
he  entered  Green  Academy,  then  taught  bv  Prof. 
Button.  Mr.  Peck  has  always  been  engaged  at 
work  on  the  homestead,  first  as  his  father’s  as- 
sistant, and  he  has  proved  a worthy  successor  to 
the  latter,  from  whom  he  has  probably  inherited 
the  love  of  system  and  neatness  which  has  char-  I 
acterized  their  work.  It  is  a difficult  matter,  | 


WILLIAM  F.  BISHOP,  of  Norwalk,  is  a 

citizen  who  is  held  in  high  esteem  for  his 

many  excellent  qualities  of  character.  His  family 
has  had  an  important  place  in  the  history  of  the 
business  development  of  that  locality,  his  father, 
the  late  George  G.  Bishop,  having  been  the  prin- 
cipal founder  of  the  Union  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, which  for  many  years  paid  more  taxes  than 
any  other  concern  in  the  township.  In  fact,  the 
manufacturing  interests  of  thisand  other  sections 
are  very  largely  indebted  to  that  far-sighted  in- 
ventor, to  whom  genius  is  due  the  discovery  of 
the  process  ol  making  felt  cloth,  a process  which 
has  now  been  adapted  to  many  fabrics. 

The  Bishop  family  is  of  English  origin,  but 
I the  ancestors  of  our  subject  came  to  this  country 
| at  an  early  date.  Benjamin  Bishop,  the  grand- 
I father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Fairfield  county, 
and  passed  his  life  in  the  town  of  Norwalk,  where 
he  followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  The  l»te 
George  G.  Bishop  was  born  in  Ridgefield,  this 
county,  in  1803,  and  grew  to  manhood  there. 
He  learned  the  hatters  trade  during  his  youth, 
and  his  observations  as  to  the  processes  and  ma- 
terials used  in  that  business  probably  suggeste 
to  his  thoughtful  and  inventive  mind  the  possibi - 
ty  of  making  what  is  now  known  as  felt  cloth. 
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He  was  unusually  practical  for  an  inventor,  and 
as  soon  as  his  ideas  had  been  fully  developed  he 
formed  a company  for  the  manufacture  of  the 
new  product,  and  in  1837  it  was  incorporated 
underlhename  of  the  Union  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. This  was  the  first  company  incorporated 
in  this  State,  and  the  Legislature  passed  a special 
law  to  authorize  the  proceeding.  From  1837 
until  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  a large  and  profit- 
able business  was  carried  on  by  the  company, 
but  the  demand  for  blankets  and  similar  woolen 
goods  for  the  use  of  the  soldiers  caused  many 
concerns  to  spring  up  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  As  they  manufactured  “ shoddy  goods,” 
the  Union  Manufacturing  Company  could  not 
compete  with  them  in  prices,  and  as  a result  the 
latter  withdrew  from  the  competition  and  soon 
afterward  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  thread 
goods.  This  was  a paying  business  until  the  pass- 
age of  the  Wilson  Tariff  bill,  which,  while  it  was 
in  force,  stopped  all  profit  in  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  goods,  and  the  mills  of  this  company 
with  many  others  closed,  much  to  the  sorrow  of 
the  two  hundred  workmen  who  were  formerly 
given  constant  employment.  A return  to  the 
old  protective  tariff  brought  better  times  and  the 
mills  were  reopened.  After  the  retirement  of 
George  G.  Bishop,  a brother  of  our  subject, 
Adolphus  F.  Bishop, became  president  of  the  com- 
pany, and  in  December,  1890,  our  subject  as- 
sumed  control  and  in  1895  purchased  the  mills. 

This  sketch  would  not  be  complete  without 
a reference  to  the  high  character  of  the  late 
eorge  G.  Bishop,  and  to  his  enviable  standing 
us  a citizen.  He  was  a man  who  always  con- 
ributed  freely  of  his  time  and  means  to  any  proj- 
ec  that  promised  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  public, 
an  he  was  especially  active  in  religious  work  as 
a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics 
e was  a Democrat,  but  his  party  allegiance  did 
° need  official  honors  to  keep  it  steadfast.  His 
oeath,  which  occurred  August  10,  1888,'  was 
ha°rfl'rn  1 ,hrouffh°ut  the  community  where  he 
. s° ‘°n8  been  a prominent  figure.  His  wife, 

0 led  June  6,  1850,  was  formerly  Miss  Julia 
a m„a'Vi°r’  a,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Taylor,  and 
. m °.ne  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly 
dren  C e<^  (am'bes  of  this  county.  Seven  chil- 
iert  ;W6re  ^rn  t*le  un'on.  of  whom  our  sub- 

W T the  on'y  survivor, 
in  w bishop  was  born  December  4,  1844, 
y'r.  ^k'.where  he  spent  the  first  eighteen 
\ew  y , 15  e-  In  early  manhood  he  went  to 
Stork  pf  u ^ an(I  became  a member  of  the 
connectpdC<  n^6'  wbich  he  has  now  been 
In  rw  u more  than  a quarter  of  a century. 

December,  1887,  he  returned  to  his  native 


town,  and  he  has  since  made  his  home  there. 
He  takes  great  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
welfare  of  his  city  and  town,  is  a life  director  in 
the  Norwalk  Hospital,  and  a vestryman  in  Grace 
Episcopal  Church.  Politically  he  is  an  ardent 
Republican,  his  belief  in  the  principle  of  pro- 
tection being  strengthened  by  the  experiences  of 
the  company  with  which  his  family  is  so  inti- 
mately connected.  He  was  married  in  1869  to 
Miss  Anna  Norris  Smith,  daughter  of  the  late 
Adon  Smith,  of  New  York  City;  she  died  in  1871. 
In  1877  he  married  Miss  Jennie  L.  Stearns,  of 
New  York,  a daughter  of  Joseph  A.  Stearns  and 
a granddaughter  of  Dr.  John  Stearns,  who  was 
the  first  president  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  that  city.  Three  children — 
Marjorie,  William  F.,  Jr.,  and  Grace  (who  died 
in  infancy) — have  blessed  this  marriage.  So- 
cially, Mr.  Bishop  and  his  wife  are  prominent, 
and  he  is  a member  of  various  fraternal  orders, 
including  the  F.  & A.  M.,  and  others. 


Frederick  e.  silliman,  a well-known 

_ contractor  of  Bridgeport,  is  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Silliman  & Godfrey,  who  are  now 
extensively  interested  in  the  construction  of  Trin- 
idad asphalt  pavements,  also  concrete  walks, 
drives,  curbs  and  gutters,  with  offices  at  No.  3 
Post  Office  Arcade.  For  more  than  a quarter  of 
a century  Mr.  Silliman  has  been  engaged  in  these 
lines  of  business  in  Bridgeport,  and  he  is  also 
actively  associated  with  the  various  social,  relig- 
ious and  philanthropic  movements  of  his  city. 

The  Silliman  family  originated  in  Italy,  the 
name  being  at  one  time  Sillimandi;  but  our  sub- 
ject’s ancestors  settled  in  Holland  at  an  early 
period,  and  there  remained  some  time.  The 
first  of  the  name  in  America  came  about  1640, 
and  the  first  home  of  the  family  in  this  country 
was  at  Holland  Heights  (named  after  Holland 
whence  they  had  come),  in  the  town  of  Fairfield, 
about  two  miles  from  Bridgeport;  but  the 
branch  to  which  our  subject  belongs  removed  to 
Easton,  and  has  been  chiefly  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  Mr.  Silliman  is  of  the  sixth  gen- 
eration in  descent  from  Nathaniel  Silliman,  the 
line  being  traced  through  Daniel,  David,  David 
(2),  and  Ezra  Silliman,  the  last  named  being  our 
subject’s  father.  Nathaniel  Silliman  was  broth- 
er of  Ebenezer  Silliman,  who  graduated  at  Yale, 
1727;  his  son,  Gold  Selleck  Silliman,  was  briga- 
dier-general in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  his 
son,  Benjamin  Silliman,  was  professor  of  chemistry 
in  Yale,  1802. 

David  Silliman  (2),  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Easton,  and 
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followed  farming  ‘here  through  life.  He  mar- 
ried Catherine  Adams,  a member  of  a prominent 
pioneer  family,  and  a daughter  of  Ephraim 
Adams,  a merchant,  who  was  much  esteemed  as 
a citizen,  and  served  for  a number  of  years  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  Four  children  were  born 
to  this  marriage,  viz.:  (i)  Catherine  married 

Rev.  Alva  Gregory,  a Baptist  minister,  who 
preached  in  Stepney,  Conn.,  for  a number  of 
years;  (2)  Ezra  was  the  father  of  our  subject;  (3) 
David,  Jr.  (deceased),  was  a farmer  in  Easton; 
and  (4)  Clarissa  died  unmarried. 

Ezra  Silliman,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  November  29,  1798,  in  Easton,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1843  he  sold  his  property  there,  and  bought  a 
small  farm  of  twenty  acres  at  Bridgeport,  now 
within  the  limits  of  the  West  side.  For  many 
years  he  was  president  of  the  Western  Turnpike 
Company,  and  as  a business  man  and  a citizen 
he  enjoys  a high  reputation,  his  strict  honesty 
and  uprightness  winning  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  all  who  knew  him.  In  his  y'outh  he 
united  with  the  Baptist  Church  in  Easton,  in 
which  he  held  the  office  of  deacon  when  only 
thirty  years  old,  and  after  his  removal  to  Bridge- 
port he  served  in  a simiiar  capacity  in  the  Church 
there  for  forty  years.  Politically  he  was  origin- 
ally a Whig,  later  a Republican.  He  died  April 
27,  1883,  leaving  the  memory  of  years  of  good 
deeds.  His  wife,  Lucinda  (Burton),  who  died 
November  7,  1 88 1 , was  a daughter  of  Elijah 
Burton,  and  a granddaughter  of  Benjamin 
Burton,  both  well-known  residents  of  the  town 
of  Trumbull.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in 
a family  of  three  children,  the  others  being: 
Emily,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  and 
David  G.,  who  is  not  married  and  resides  in  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.,  being  extensively  interested  in 
business  operations  in  the  West.  He  owns  a 
ranch  of  3.000  acres  in  Montana,  and  is  also 
active  in  mining,  having  valuable  property  in 
Alaska,  California  and  Montana. 

Frederick  E.  Silliman  was  born  August  23, 
1845.  in  Bridgeport,  and  was  educated  mainly  in 
Golden  Hill  Institute,  in  that  city,  although  he 
attended  a boarding  school  in  Winthrop,  Conn., 
for  a time.  As  a young  man  he  engaged  in  his 
present  line  of  business  successfully,  and  five 
years  ago  took  in  as  partner  his  son-in-law,  H.  C. 
Godfrey.  He  is  a member  of  the  Bridgeport 
Board  of  Trade,  and  is  also  prominent  in  local 
politics  as  a worker  in  the  Republican  organiza- 
tion, having  served  in  the  common  council  for 
two  terms  under  the  presidency  of  P.  T.  Barnum 
and  William  H.  Wessels.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mariette  Sherwood,  is  a 


daughter  of  Alban  B.  Sherwood,  a leading  citi- 
zen of  Greenfield  Hill,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Frederick  R.,  a bright  boy  of  twelve  years.  Mrs. 
Silliman  had  one  daughter  by  a former  marriage, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Godfrey.  The 
family  is  identified  with  St.  John’s  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  Mr.  Silliman  is  a prominent 
member.  Socially,  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Bridgeport  Yacht  Club,  the  Sea  Side  Club,  the 
Algonquin  Club,  and  with  Hamilton  Command- 
ery,  Knights  Templar. 


P)H1  LANDER  E.  ABBOTT,  a prominent 

resident  of  Bridgeport,  has  more  than  a 

local  reputation  as  a business  man,  four  stores 
at  Danbury  and  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  Fitchbury 
and  Lawrence,  Mass.,  being  conducted  success- 
fully by  him  at  the  present  time.  In  addition 
to  this  line  of  enterprise  he  carries  on  an  exten- 
sive business  as  contractor  at  different  points, 
and  at  various  times  he  has  been  connected  with 
other  business  ventures,  in  which  he  has  met 
with  success. 

Mr.  Abbott  was  born  October  27,  1845,  in 
the  town  of  Wilton,  this  county,  and  is  of 
Welsh  descent  in  the  paternal  line,  his  great- 
grandfather, James  H.  Abbott,  having  been  the 
first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America.  Hiram 
Abbott,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  a farmer 
in  New  York  State.  Aaron  S.  Abbott,  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  and-  reared  at 
Binghamton,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  in  shoemaking  and 
cabinetmaking.  As  a young  man  he  came  to 
this  county  and  located  at  Wilton,  engaging  in 
business  as  a cabinetmaker.  He  married  Miss 
Augusta  Holmes,  daughter  of  Abbie  and  Clark 
Holmes,  who  resided  upon  a farm  in  the  town  of 
Wilton,  and  eight  children  were  born  to  the 
union.  Arminta  married  Newton  Gallow,  of 
Newburg,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  deceased;  Oscar, 
who  was  wounded  while  serving  as  a soldier  in 
the  Civil  war,  causing  the  amputation  of  a leg, 
is  now  a shoemaker  in  Newburg,  N.Y. ; Harvey, 
a shoemaker  by  trade,  resides  in  Bridgeport; 
Amelia  married  Richard  Evans,  of  Norwalk, and 
both  are  now  deceased;  Philander  E.,  our  sub- 
ject, is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Miss  Mary 
resides  in  Bridgeport;  the  seventh  child  died  in 
infancy;  Abbie  is  the  youngest.  The  father  of 
this  family  died  in  1888,  and  the  mother  in  1889 
Our  subject’s  education  was  obtained  chiefly 
in  the  district  schools  of  Wilton,  but  when  only 
thirteen  years  old  he  started  out  to  make  a ljve' 
lihood,  finding  employment  with  a farmer  in  Nor- 
walk. At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  Winm- 
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paok,  where  he  was  employed  for  two  years  as  a 
genera]  helper  on  a farm,  and  later  he  worked 
for  two  years  in  the  mills  of  Lounsbnry  & Bis- 

M Pf\  this  t^e  hemet  and 

marned  Miss  Martha  Grmdrod,  a native  of  Eng- 
land. She  died  in.  March,  1866,  and  in  the 
same  year  Mr.  Abbott  located  in  Bridgeport 
eing  employed  for  a short  time  by  B Ellis  a 

totinn"  Tb’efnd  Stone-  He  then  returned 
to  Wmmpauk  and  worked  in  the  old  mill  for  a 
time,  and  on  his  return  to  Bridgeport  he  again 
00k  a position  with  Mr.  Ellis,  whh  whonf  he 
learned  the  stone  and  marble  trade.  In  1878 
M • Elhs  failed,  and  our  subject  lost  consider 

2gagTinnebusmesseSUltt;  bUt  havinS  ^ determined  to 
a retfd  1?“  h,S  own  a«ount  he  opened 

decided  success^  1?^'  ^ 3 

r m ‘he  business,  he^id 

them  "as  3b°Ve’  -"^ting 
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Jem  as  five  aVte„3  ^ f 

and  sidaewXsr,aCexcfvatfnJeSdiin  laying  curbin«s 

‘ « 

later  enterpdl  he  ^assacbusetts-  In  all  his 
the  advice  anH  =c  • baS  bad  tbe  advantage  of 
energetic  wife  fortanCie  °1  3 most  caPable  and 

-hom  hLas  ma  °lT  y ^ Lucy  Cole>'-  to 

Newtown,  this  countv  Sbe  Was  born  in 

S.  Coley,  was  a wel/k  wbere  ber  ,atber.  George 
Abbott  was  Ll  l "0?  C,t,2en-  WhHe  Mr. 
devoted  her  aftemi  Sh°e  business-  she 

contributing  largelv  ,o  fhWOrk'  her  fine  tal‘ 

venture.  8 argely  to  the  success  of  the 
socially  he^is  identifibH0tt  • u 3 RePubl>can,  and 

hons,  including  the  I O O ‘f  Va"°US  organiza* 

Ro-  41,  and  the  F & a °m  ? r ArCanum  Lod§e 
No-  '04,  at  Bridgeport  ' M’’  Cor,nthlan  Lodge 


Lof  Georgetown  is^d  a Prominent  resident 

roention  in  this  volume  deservmg  of  especial 

h|gh  standing  as  a efr  ’ n°u  onIy  because  of  his 

a are 

serio"!  ini»y  *• 

the  town  o'f  'w'ffsto'n S t K°rn  March  I9’  ,845.  in 
and  Mary  c.  (Gregor K°Unty’  a son  of  Aaron 
Was  obtained  in  tlfe  7 0sborne.  His  education 
!°Wn  and  Redding  COr”n?on  schools  of  George- 
bl!smess  life  Was  Jv  and  h>s  first  experience  in 
'vestport.  After  a 6rk  'n  3 drug  store  at 

be  We“t  to  Norwalk  and  “me  “ that  Position 
“«  and  spent  one  year,  later 


engaged8'  *°  Mil'.eraburg’  Ohio,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  a general  store  business  for  a year. 
He  then  passed  some  time  in  Brooklyn  N Y 
but  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war’  he  enl 
listed  in  Company  C,  67th  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, in  which  he  served  as  a corporal.  On 
March  23,  1862,  during  the  first  battle  of  Win- 
chester,  he  was  severely  injured  in  an  explosion, 
and  on  August  8,  1862.  he  was  discharged  at 
Harrisons  Landing,  Va.,  for  disability.  He 
now  receives  a pension  on  account  of  his  injn- 
ries.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  resume  business 
he  went  to  New  York,  and  for  a time  he  was 
employed  as  a clerk  in  various  places,  including 
Lo,rd  * jaylo£s’  A-  T-  Stewart’s,  the  Importers 
and  Traders  Bank,  and  the  Fourth  National 
Bank.  He  also  engaged  in  a storage  business 
there,  but  after  a short  time  gave  it  up  and  set- 
tled at  Georgetown,  this  county.  He  entered  the 
employ  of  E.  A.  Mallory  & Sons,  of  Danbury 
and  on  leaving  them  went  to  New  York  City 
and  traveled  for  a while  for  Smith  & Palmer) 
and  Hooper  & Pryor,  hat  manufacturers.  Later 
he  returned  to  Georgetown  to  make  his  perma- 
nent home,  and  he  is  now  thoroughly  identified 
with  the  interests  of  that  place.  He  is  not 
especially  active  in  politics,  but  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican in  belief,  and  has  at  times  served  as 
registrar  of  voters.  Socially,  he  is  connected 
with  the  G.  A.  R.,  Robert  Anderson  Post  No 
58,  and  with  the  F.  & A.  M„  Knickerbocker 
Lodge  No.  642,  both  of  New  York  City.  In 
1865  he  married  Miss  Lida  Carpenter,  whose 
family  history  is  given  below.  Their  only  son, 
Harry  C.,  born  February  21,  1869,  in  the  town 
of  Redding,  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Gilbert 
& Bennett  Manufacturing  Co.  at  Georgetown. 

He  married  Miss  Lydia  Rapson,  who  was  bom 
in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  September  30,  1869, a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Priscilla  Rapson.  Three  chil- 
dren have  blessed  this  union:  Caroline  S.,  bom 

May  10,  1889;  Catherine  C.,  August  16,  1891, 
and  Loraine  G.,  February  16,  1896. 

On  the  paternal  side  our  subject  is  a great- 
grandson  of  Burton  Osborne,  who  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Weston,  this  county,  and  after  ob- 
taining a common-school  education  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  throughout 
his  life.  He  and  his  wife,  Sarah  (Godfrey), 
reared  a family  of  three  children:  Hezekiab  R., 

our  subject’s  grandfather;  Ruth  A.,  who  married 
Orace  Smith,  and  Molly  Azor  Batterson. 

Hezekiah  R.  Osborne,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a native  of  the  town  of  Redding, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  an  ex- 
cellent citizen,  and  for  many  years  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Georgetown. 
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He  married  Miss  Esther  Olmstead,  and  had  seven  lowed  the  butcher's  trade,  but  became  a veteri- 

children-  Laura,  who  married  Charles  Scribner;  nary  surgeon  and  later  a physician.  After  the 

Aaron,  our  subject’s  father;  Eli,  who  married  separation  from  his  first  wife,  Sarah  M.  Osborne, 

Charlotte  Belden;  Horace,  who  never  married;  he  married  Miss  Millie  Parsons,  but  they  have 

Ann  Augusta,  wife  of  Aaron  O.  Lee;  Lucy,  wife  no  children. 

of  Samuel  Perry;  and  Hezekiah  B.,  who  married  (2)  Leroy  Gregory,  our  subject,  was  second 
Dell  Reynolds.  in  the  order  of  birth  in  the  family  of  four  chil- 

Aaron  Osborne,  the  father  of  our  subject,  dren  born  to  Aaron  and  Mary  C.  Osborne.  (3) 

was  born  in  the  town  of  Redding,  October  n,  Henry  B.  was  born  in  the  town  of  Redding,  and 
1818,  and  died  January  24,  1887.  His  education  I was  a prosperous  carpenter  there.  He  <hed 
was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  that  September  26,  1898.  He  was  a member  of  Arch 
town,  and  in  early  manhood  engaged  in  the  mak-  Lodge  No.  39,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Georgetown, 

ing  of  cheese  cases  for  the  Gilbert  & Bennett  He  married  Miss  Ida  St.  John,  who  died  August 

Manufacturing  Co.,  with  whom  he  worked  some  23,  1895,  and  had  two  children:  John  G.  and 
fifty-two  years.  Politically  he  is  a firm  believer  Lida  E.  (4)  William  Hubert,  a native  of  the 
in  Republican  principles,  but  he  did  not  aspire  I town  of  Redding,  is  in  the  employ  of  Andrews 
to  office;  in  religious  faith  he  was  a Methodist,  I Co.,  of  Danbury.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  San- 
being  an  active  member  of  the  Church  of  that  I ford,  and  has  one  daughter,  Grace  S.  Frater- 
denomination  at  Georgetown.  He  and  his  wife  I nally,  he  is  identified  with  the  F.  & A.  M.  and  t e 
reared  a family  of  four  children:  (1)  Sarah  Mai-  I 1.  O.  O.  F.  . 

vina  was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston  in  1843,  ! Mrs.  Mary  C.  Gregory  Osborne,  who  is 
and  grew  to  womanhood  in  this  county.  She  1 now  a highly  respected  resident  of  Georgetown,  j 

married  (first)  Dr. A.  D.  Sturges,  a physician  now  | was  born  in  August,  1821,  a daughter  of  Miles 

practicing  in  Danbury,  and  (second)  S.  C.  Par-  I Gregory,  of  Danbury.  Her  paternal  great-  j 

malee,  a dry-goods  merchant  of  the  same  city,  j grandfather,  Ephraim  Gregory,  married  Esther  , 

by  whom  she  has  had  two  sons,  Paul  and  Sam-  I Stevens,  and  had  four  children:  Samuel,  t e 

uel.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  one  son,  I grandfather  of  Mrs.  Osborne;  Elijah,  who  mar- 
Leroy  Osborne  Sturges,  who  was  born  in  the  I ried  Hannah  Benedict;  Anna,  wife  of  Ca  e 
town  of  Redding,  April  25,  1865,  and  now  re-  1 Benedict,  and  Eliphalet,  of  whom  no  accoun  is 
sides  at  Branchvilie,  in  the  same  township,  where  | given.  I 

he  is  engaged  in  carpentering.  Previous  to  en-  Samuel  Gregory  was  married  to  Lorana  O m-  ! 

tering  upon  that  occupation  he  had  followed  I stead  as  early,  probably,  as  1785  and,  certain  y,  j 

farming  for  a time,  and  in  his  youth  he  was  em-  by  1790.  They  had  ten  children:  Miles,  Mrs. 
ployed  in  several  different  enterprises,  including  Osborne's  father;  Czar,  who  married  Eliza  More 
the  Mutual  Union  Telegraph  & Telephone  Co.,  house;  Harry,  who  married  Hannah  Barnum, 
of  New  York,  the  Gilbert  & Bennett  Manufactur-  Ephraim,  who  was  married  January  4i  0 j 

ing  Co.,  of  Georgetown,  where  he  worked,  one  Rachel  Stevens;  Stephen  O.,  who  marrie  1 

year,  the  Danbury  Telephone  Company,  and  the  Phoebe  Fairchild;  Esther,  wife  of  Timothy  • 
Schuyler  Electric  Light  Company,  of  Danbury,  Hickok;  Cordelia,  who  married  Andrew  • 
with  which  he  was  connected  for  two  years.  He  Hickok,  and  died  June  7,  1885,  at  the  age  0 
is  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  ninety-three;  Eliphalet,  who  married  Jane 
Georgetown,  and  in  politics  is  a Republican.  At  num;  Hannah,  wife  of  Weed  St.  John,  a 
times  he  has  served  on  the  grand  jury,  and  he  has  Samuel,  who  married  (first)  Joanna  - a 

also  been  constable.  In  1888  he  married  Miss  (second)  Eliza ^ 

Carrie  E.  Fillow,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Miles  Gregory  married  Annis  Bronson,  y 
Redding  April  21,  1866,  a daughter  of  Aaron  | whom  he  had  nine  children:  (1)  William 

Fillow  (a  well-known  carpenter  of  the  town  of  I gustus,  born  October  12,  1804,  died  Apn  ■ 
Wilton),  and  his  wife,  Mariette  (Gilbert).  She  [ 1891.  He  married  Mary  Ann  Ketchum,  an  ^ 
is  an  excellent  helpmeet,  having  rare  business  I two  children — Cordelia,  wife  of  ®en-a^Jrl°E[1t 
ability,  and  conducts  an  extensive  trade  as  a Marsh,  and  Edwin,  who  married  Susan  rl6 
dressmaker.  Their  only  child,  Mary  Cordelia,  (2)  Bailey  died  when  about  nineteen  years  ^ 
was  born  July  13,  1889.  and  died  November  30,  (3)  Stephen  Olmstead.  who  died 

1891.  Dr.  Albert  D.  Sturges,  the  father  of  Le-  1892,  married  (first)  Mary  Perry,  and '"j6 ti.ree 
roy  O.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  a son  Ruth  Ann  Olmstead,  by  whom  he  ha 
of  Eliphalet  and  Sallie  A.  (Davis)  Sturges.  who  children — Mary  Esther,  wife  of  E)ayt°n  v.,,- 

had  four  children:  George  B.,  Henry  B.,  Al-  I Cordelia,  wife  of  Benjamin  Stevens; and 

bert  D.  and  Addie.  In  early  manhood  he  fol-  I Henry,  who  married  Susan  Friend  Murp  y- 
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Dennis  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  (5)  Lorana 
Ann,  born  January  7,  1816,  married  (first)  Henry 
Benedict,  and  (second)  John  Greenwood.  She 
had  one  son  by  her  first  marriage,  Samuel  Greg- 
ory, who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year.  (6)  Den- 
nis B.  married  Harriet  Bunker.  (7)  Mary  Cor- 
delia (Mrs.  Osborne).  (8)  Sarah  Maria  married 
Levi  Judd,  and  had  one  son,  Eugene  Gregory, 
who  married  (first)  Jennie  Gibson,  and  (second) 
Elizabeth  Butts.  (9)  Nancy  Jane,  who  died 
May  21,  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty,  married  John 
P.  Hurlbutt,  and  had  one  child,  Esther  Jane. 

In  the  maternal  line  Mrs.  Osborne  is  a great- 
granddaughter  of  Rev.  Tbaddeus  Bronson,  a 
Baptist  minister,  who  preached  in  pioneer  times 
in  an  old  meeting  house  at  Miry  Brook,  in  the 
town  of  Danbury,  being  the  first  regular  pastor. 
The  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Danbury  was  or- 
ganized through  the  interest  awakened  there, 
and  in  1790  was  admitted  into  the  Hartford  Bap- 
tist Association.  Rev.  Mr.  Bronson  remained  in 
charge  until  1793.  when  he  removed  to  Scho- 
harie, N.  Y.,  to  continue  his  labors.  His  mortal 
remains  now  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Schoharie. 
During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  took  part  in 
the  struggle  for  freedom,  and  in  “Connecticut 
Men  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  ” we  find  this 
record:  “ Thaddeus  Bronson  enlisted  in  Capt. 

Noble  Benedict's  company  August  21,  1776,  was 
discharged  December  25,  1776.”  He  and  his 
wife,  Sarah,  reared  a family  of  four  children: 
(t)  Ezra,  Mrs.  Osborne's  grandfather,  is  men- 
tioned again  below.  (2)  Rev.  Levi  Bronson,  a 
Methodist  minister,  lived  and  died  at  Starr's 
Plains,  where  his  remains  were  interred;  he  mar- 
ried Abigail  Knapp,  daughter  of  Bracy  and  Anne 
Knapp,  and  had  six  children,  who  are  indicated 
in  the  following  account  by  letters  of  the  alpha- 
bet: (a)  Hawley  married  Annie  Dykeman,  and 

had  three  children — Daniel,  who  married  (first) 
Clarissa  Mills,  (second)  Deborah  Delaven,  and 
(third)  Rachel  Gade;  Barlow  B.,  who  married 
(first)  Mary  J.  Heick,  and  (second)  Ann  M.  Smith; 
and  Mary  Ann,  who  married  (first)  Hiram  K. 
Scott,  and  (second)  Ira  B.  Manley,  (b)  Pamelia 
married  Isaac  Sirrine,  and  had  three  children — 
Abba  Jane,  who  married  Mr.  Stocker;  Sally,  who 
married  Mr.  Gage;  and  Orrin,  who  married  Me- 
lissa Morgan,  (c)  Thaddeus  married  Sally  Crasy, 
and  had  eight  children — "William  H.,  a physician, 
who  married  Juliette  Northrup;  Orin  L.,  who 
married  Polly  Ann  Wood;  George  T. , who  died 
unmarried;  Amelia,  who  married  Truman  Judd; 
Clark,  who  married  (first)  Cornelia  Betts,  and 
(second)  Mary  Walker;  Augustus,  deceased;  Sarah 
E.,  who  married  Lewis  Bradley;  and  Mary  J., 
who  married  Abel  B.  Betts,  (d)  Ora  married 


I Edwin  Mills,  and  had  two  children — Mary  Abi- 
gail, who  married  Herman  Taylor,  and  Edwin, 
who  married  Mary  Bostwick.  (e)  Ann  married 
Richard  Osborne,  and  had  three  children — 
James,  who  married  Fanny  Crosby:  Caroline, 
who  married  Isaac  Osborne;  and  Eveline,  who 
( married  Seth  Downs.  (f)  Levi,  a physician, 

I married  (first)  Rebecca  Baxter,  and  (second) 
j Mary  Delia  Briscoe.  By  the  first  union  he  had 
I five  children — Sarah  Ann,  who  married  Sylvester 
f Gilbert;  John,  who  married  (first)  Amelia  Brush. 

I and  (second)  Margery  Albina  Davis;  Frank,  who 
died  at  an  early  age;  Helen  and  Frances  Jane. 
By  the  second  marriage  there  were  three  chil- 
i dren — William,  who  married  Janetta  Hoyt;  and 
j Jennie  and  Jessie,  who  never  married.  (3)  Lu- 
I cinda  Bronson,  third  child  of  Rev.  Thaddeus 
Bronson  and  his  wife  Sarah,  married  Phineas 
Lobdell.  (4)  Amos  went  west,  and  but  little  is 
known  of  him.  He  married  and  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Rowena. 

Ezra  Bronson,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Os- 
borne, spent  the  latter  portion  of  his  life  at 
Carmel,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died 
June  5,  1840,  aged  seventy-five  years.  His  wife, 
Anna,  daughter  of  Bracy  and  Anne  Knapp,  died 
July  25,  1842,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  and  both 
were  buried  in  the  Mill  Plain  Cemetery  at  Dan- 
bury. They  had  twelve  children:  Annis,  Mrs. 

Osborne’s  mother;  Hannah,  who  married  Elbert 
Segar;  Thomas,  who  married  Nelly  Horton; 
Knapp,  who  married  Samantha  Fowler;  Sarah, 
who  married  Anson  Batterson;  Betsy,  who  mar- 
ried Cyrus  Andrews;  Polly,  who  married  Thomas 
Andrews,  a brother  of  Cyrus;  Ezra,  who  married 
Jane  Olmstead;  Eli  (twin  of  Ezra),  who  married 
Hester  Ann  Curry;  Deborah,  who  never  married; 
Hoyt,  who  married  Sally  Pettit;  and  Asahel.  who 
married  Philena  White. 

The  Carpenter  family,  of  which  our  subject’s 
wife  is  a member,  as  mentioned  above,  has  been 
identified  with  Long  Island  from  an  early  date, 
the  first  ancestors  coming  from  England.  John 
Carpenter,  the  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Lida  M. 
Osborne,  was  born  and  reared  at  Glen  Cove,  L. 
1.,  and  passed  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  married  and  had  four  children:  John  Wes- 

ley; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Mr.  Underhill;  Latten; 
and  Searing  John,  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent. 
Searing  J.  Carpenter  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Glen  Cove,  and  after  receiving  a common-school 
education  engaged  in  farming.  He  married  Miss 
Sallie  Hawkshurst,  and  had  seven  children,  viz. : 
James,  who  married  Ann  E.  Pearsall; John,  who 
married  Marian  Cole;  William  B. , who  is  men- 
tioned again  below;  Eliza,  wife  of  John  Pearsall; 
Rozalia,  wife  of  James  Carpenter;  Thomas,  who 
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married  Mary  Carpenter;  and  George,  who  is 
-not  married. 

William  B.  Carpenter,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Lida  M.  Osborne,  was  born  in  1825,  at  the  old 
home  in  Glen  Cove,  L.  I.,  and  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  town.  He  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade,  but  for  some  years  of  his 
early  manhood  he  followed  the  sea.  Later  he 
was  appointed  on  the  detective  force  in  New  York 
City,  and  after  a few  years  took  a position  as 
stage  carpenter  in  the  Metropolitan  Opera  House, 
in  the  same  city.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Lincoln  to  act  as  a spy, 
and  did  good  service  in  that  capacity.  In  relig- 
ious faith  he  was  a Quaker.  He  married  Miss 
Susan  Hoffman,  a daughter  of  John  and  Eliza 
Willis  Hoffman,  and  had  one  child,  Lida  M. 
(now  Mrs.  Osborne),  who  was  born  May  16, 
1848,  in  New  York  City,  and  obtained  her  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  the  metropolis. 


fpvOULD  ABIJAH  SHELTON,  M.  D.  The 
Xg[  Shelton  family  originated  in  England,  and 
all  of  that  name  in  this  country  are  believed  to 
be  descendants  of  two  brothers,  Daniel  and  Rich- 
ard, who  crossed  the  Atlantic  prior  to  1690.  The 
ancestral  home  was  at  Shelton,  in  the  County  of 
Norfolk,  England,  but  the  branch  of  the  family 
to  which  the  two  brothers  belonged  had  been 
identified  for  some  time  with  Deptford,  York- 
shire, in  which  town  the  two  brothers  were  born. 
Richard  Shelton  settled  in  Virginia,  and  his  de- 
scendants are  now  numerous  in  the  Southern 
States,  the  name  having  been  changed,  however, 
in  some  instances  to  Chilton. 

Daniel  located  in  Stratford,  this  county,  at  a 
place  known  as  Long  Hill,  while  he  also  owned 
large  tracts  of  land  in  Stamford,  Farmington, 
Oxford,  Woodbury,  Derby  and  Waterbury.  Conn. 
His  name  appears  among  those  of  the  earliest 
churchmen  of  Stratford,  which  then  included 
Huntington,  and  next  to  the  head  of  the  list  of 
those  who  petitioned  the  Bishop  of  London,  in 
1707,  to  aid  them  against  some  rigid  Presbyte- 
rians and  Independents,  who  had  threatened  seri- 
ous trouble  to  the  petitioners  because  of  the  visit 
to  the  town  of  Stratford  of  a Church  missionary 
who  had  conducted  service  and  administered  the 
sacraments  of  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper. 
The  petition  requested  the  Bishop  to  send  over 
as  a missionary  “an  exemplary  man  in  conver- 
sation, fluent  in  preaching,  and  able  in  disputa- 
tion, that  he  might  silence  the  cavils  of  the  en- 
emv.”  It  is  also  recorded  that  in  1722  sixteen 
Episcopalians,  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Ripton 


| (now  Huntington),  addressed  a paper  to  the  sec  - 
I retary  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
! Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  asking  for  a pastor  of 
their  own  or  for  stated  supplies  every  third  Sun- 
day from  the  ministers  settled  in  Stratford  and 
New  Haven.  “We  are  emboldened  to  hope 
this”  say  the  petitioners,  “both  because  we  de- 
sign to  set  apart  a glebe  for  our  spiritual  guide 
when  he  comes,  and  also  because  we  suffer  great 
persecution  for  the  Church’s  sake  from  those  who 
have  the  civil  power  here,  and  have  made  that  a 
handle  to  grasp  the  ecclesiastical.”  The  second 
signature  to  this  document  is  that  of  Daniel  Shel- 
ton, who  did  not  live  to  see  a Church  established 
I at  Ripton,  while  the  fifteenth  name  is  undoubted- 
ly that  of  his  son,  Joseph,  then  a young  man  ol 
twenty-four.  In  1709  Daniel  Shelton  suffered 
imprisonment  for  his  devotion  to  the  Church  of 
England,  and  we  take  the  account  as  given  in 
the  Documentary  History  of  Connecticut,  as  fol- 
lows: “They  [the  Independents]  still  persisted 

with  vigor  to  continue  their  persecution,  and 
seized  the  body  of  Daniel  Shelton  at  his  hab- 
itation or  farm,  being  about  eight  miles  distant 
from  the  town,  hurrying  him  away  toward  the 
town  in  order  to  carry  him  to  the  county  gaol. 
Passing  by  a house,  he  requested  of  them  that  he 
might  go  in  and  warm  him  and  take  some  re- 
freshments, which  was  granted;  but  they  being  in 
a hurry,  bid  him  come  along;  but  he  desiring  a 
little  longer  time,  they  barbarously  laid  violent 
hands  upon  his  person  and  flung  his  body  across 
a horse’s  back  and  called  for  ropes  to  tie  him  to 
the  horse;  to  the  truth  of  which  several  persons 
can  give  their  testimony  and  are  ready  when 
thereunto  called;  and  having  brought  him  to  the 
town  they  immediately  seized  the  bodies  of  Will- 
iam Rowlinson  and  Archibald  Dunlap,  and  car- 
ried them  all  three  to  the  county  gaol,  it  being 
I the  16th  day  of  January,  1709,  and  there  con- 
I fined  them  until  such  time  as  they  disbursed 
I such  sums  of  money  as  the  gaoler  demanded  of 
them,  which  money  was  last  in  the  hands  of  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  Nathaniel  Gould,  Esq.,  he 
| promising  them  that  the  next  General  Court 
l should  hear  and  determine  the  matter,  and  that 
i the  money  left  in  his  hands  should  be  disposed 
! of  as  the  court  should  order;  and  they  were  at 
1 present  released,  being  the  17th  day  of  the  same 
I instant.” 

Daniel  Shelton  died  in  January,  1728,  aged 
I about  sixty  years.  He  was  married  April  4, 

| 1692,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Samuel  Welles, 

I of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  the  granddaughter 
I of  Hon.  Thomas  Welles,  one  of  the  early  g°v‘ 
ernors  of  the  Commonwealth.  Nine  children 
5 were  born  of  this  marriage:  • Elizabeth,  Sarah, 
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Joseph,  Daniel,  Thaddeus,  Samuel,  James,  John 
and  Josiah. 

Samuel,  through  whom  is  traced  the  line  of 
descent  in  which  we  are  now  particularly  inter- 
ested, married  Abigail,  the  daughter  of  Philo  and 
Mahitabel  Nichols,  and  had  fourteen  children: 
Mary,  Daniel,  Samuel,  Elizabeth,  David.  Abi- 
gail, Joseph,  Andrew,  Sarah,  Ann,  Josiah,  Philo, 
Isaac  Wells  and  Agur. 

Daniel,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  well- 
known  physician  whose  name  opens  this  sketch, 
married  Mehitabel  Shelton. 

Samuel  Frederick  Shelton,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  married  Eunice  Hannah  Curtiss, 
and  had  six  children — two  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. 

Judson  Curtiss  Shelton,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  in  Huntington,  October  17,  179S. 

Dr.  Gould  Abijah  Shelton,  fourth  son  of 
Judson  C.  and  Hannah  ("Lewis)  Shelton,  was 
born  August  19,  1841.  at  the  old  home  in  Hunt- 
ington, and  after  receiving  an  elementary  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  that  locality  he 
entered  Staples  Academy  at  Easton,  this  county, 
to  prepare  for  college  under  the  instruction  of 
H.  W.  Siglar,  an  able  and  popular  teacher.  In 
1862  he  matriculated  at  Vale  College,  but  during 
his  junior  year  he  left  his  class  in  order  to  en- 
gage in  teaching,  in  which  he  met  with  unusual 
success.  Late  in  1864  he  accepted  a position  as 
instructor  in  mathematics  and  the  languages  in 
Mountain  View  Seminary,  at  Fishkill-on-the- 
Hudson,  and  the  following  year  he  became 
principal  of  the  public  school  at  Port  Washing- 
ton, Long  Island.  In  1 866  he  began  his  medical 
studies  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  George 
W.  Hall,  of  New  York  City,  later  attending  three 
courses  of  lectures  at  the  Yale  Medical  School, 
New  Haven,  where  he  received  the  degree  of  M. 
D.  on  January  14,  1869.  He  at  once  took 
charge  of  the  practice  of  his  uncle,  Dr.  James 
Hovey  Shelton,  who  died  in  1 868  after  nearly  half 
a century  of  successful  professional  work  in  Hunt- 
ington. Dr.  James  H.  Shelton  was  the  son  and 
the  successor  of  Dr.  William  Shelton,  who  was 
graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1788,  and  prac- 
ticed medicine  in  Huntington  from  1789  until  his 
death  in  1819,  so  that  the  professional  mantle 
that  fell  upon  the  shoulders  of  our  subject  was  in 
itself  an  honor.  Both  his  predecessors  were  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  as  men  and  physicians, 
and,  like  all  of  the  family  name,  were  excellent 
citizens  in  every  respect.  It  is  seldom  that  an 
unbroken  succession  of  professional  men  of  the 
same  family,  and  characterized  by  such  marked 
ability,  has  continued  in  one  place  for  more  than 
a century,  as  has  been  the  case  with  this  noted 


line  of  physicians  in  the  township  of  Huntington. 
Doctor  Shelton  has  ably  upheld  the  prestige  of 
his  name,  and  by  his  skill  and  talent  has  added 
new  honors  to  those  gained  by  his  predecessors. 
While  his  attention  is  mainly  given  to  his  pro- 
fessional labors,  he  takes  an  influential  part  in 
local  affairs,  especially  in  those  that  relate  to 
the  educational  advancement  of  the  locality. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  an  active  member 
of  the  board  of  school  visitors;  from  1870  to 
1888  he  was  president  of  the  board  of  education 
in  the  town;  was  a trustee  of  the  Plumb  Memorial 
Library  (at  Shelton,  Conn.)  fund,  with  Mrs.  D. 
W.  Plumb,  and  was  engaged  in  the  erection  of 
the  new  library  building,  and  the  presentation  of 
it  to  the  town  of  Huntington. 

Also  prominent  in  political  circles,  he,  in  No- 
vember, 1894,  was  elected  to  the  General  As- 
sembly, in  which  he  served  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituency, 
taking  his  seat  in  January,  1895,  and  doing 
notable  work  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
Public  Health  during  the  session.  From  1885 
to  1 888  (three  terms)  he  was  a member  of  the 
board  of  burgesses  of  Shelton,  and  from  1890 
to  1892  (three  terms)  he  was  warden  of  the  bor- 
ough. Since  1889  he  has  been  coroner-medi- 
cal examiner  of  his  town,  and  since  1886  he  has 
served  as  health  officer  of  his  borough.  The 
office  of  registrar  of  vital  statistics  was  filled  by 
him  for  several  years,  but  long  since  it  was 
merged  into  that  of  the  town  clerk,  who  now 
performs  the  duty.  His  other  positions  include 
those  of  president  of  the  board  of  park  commis- 
sioners at  Shelton  since  1893;  president  of  the 
Shelton  Water  Company,  and  director  of  the 
Shelton  Savings  Bank,  both  since  1893;  also 
secretary  and  director  of  the  Silver  Plate  Cutlery 
Company,  since  1894.  In  1891  the  honorary 
degree  of  A.  M.  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Yale 
University,  and  in  1894  he  was  elected  president 
j of  the  Yale  Medical  Alumni  Association.  He  is 
1 a member  of  the  American  Medical  Association; 

| the  Connecticut  Medical  Society;  the  Fairfield 
I County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
| dent  in  1889,  and  since  1892  he  has  been  a mem- 
! ber  of  the  consulting  board  of  the  Bridgeport 
i Hospital.  He  is  also  actively  interested  in  fra- 
1 ternal  society  work  as  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 

I F.  and  the  F.  & A.  M. 

On  June  16,  1874,  Doctor  Shelton  was  mar- 
I ried  to  Miss  Emily  Plumb  Capel,  who  was  born 
in  Bridgeport,  August  12,  1847,  a niece  of  the 
late  Hon.  D.  W.  Plumb,  of  Shelton.  No  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union.  Mrs.  Shelton  passed 
| from  earth  November  1 1,  1897. 

As  various  members  of  the  family  have  won 
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distinction  in  their  respective  fields  of  effort,  it 
will  be  interesting  to  note  the  lines  of  descent  in 
other  branches.  The  eldest  of  the  seven  sons  of 
Daniel  Shelton,  the  famous  pioneer,  was  Joseph, 
who  was  born  June  24,  1696,  and  passed  his  life 
at  Long  Hill,  where  he  died  August  io,  1782, 
aged  eighty-six.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Hollister,  of  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  had 
four  daughters  and  two  sons.  Of  the  latter,  Jos- 
eph died  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  William,  who 
was  born  July  26,  1739,  made  his  home  at  Long 
Hill,  where  he  died  January  27,  1812,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three.  He  was  married  October  1, 
1764,  to  Susannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Strong, 
of  Brookhaven,  L.  1.,  a descendant  of  Elder  John 
Strong,  of  the  Dorchester  Colony,  Elder  Brewster, 
of  the  “Mayflower,”  and  Roger  Ludlow,  once 
deputy-governor  of  Massachusetts.  Two  daugh- 
ters and  six  sons  were  born  of  this  marriage.  Of 
the  sons:  Philo  and  Thomas  died  without  issue. 
William,  Jr.,  graduated  at  Yale  in  1788,  and  be- 
came a physician  in  Huntington,  as  mentioned 
above;  while  two  of  his  sons,  William  and  James 
Hovey,  also  practiced  medicine,  the  former  at 
Stratford,  and  the  latter  in  Huntington.  Selah, 
a son  of  William,  Sr.,  had  eight  daughters  and 
two  sons,  of  whom,  George  lived  in  Ohio  and 
Missouri,  and  Alfred  remained  in  Huntington, 
where  his  descendants  now  reside.  George,  a 
son  of  William,  Sr.,  had  two  sons — Charles,  who 
was  for  eight  years  a medical  missionary  in  India, 
and  George  Wellington,  who  located  in  Birming- 
ham, Conn.  Joseph,  eldest  son  of  William,  Sr., 
was  born  August  27,  1765,  and  died  at  his  resi- 
dence at  Long  Hill,  September  1,  1848,  aged 
eighty-three.  He  was  married  on  November  24, 
1791,  to  Charity,  daughter  of  Stephen  Lewis, 
of  Stratford,  three  daughters  and  five  sons  being 
born  of  this  union,  the  youngest  son,  Edward 
Nelson  Shelton,  who  is  now  deceased,  becoming 
one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  his  section  in 
his  day.  To  his  great  energy  and  financial  aid 
the  creation  of  the  Ousatonic  water  pow-er  was 
due,  and  for  him  was  rightly  named  the  bustling 
and  successful  borough  of  Shelton. 


ip'EORGE  COMSTOCK.  This  gentleman  is 
a representative  of  the  fourth  generation  of 
the  Comstock  family  that  has  been  born  at  Wil- 
ton, Conn..  Strong  Comstock,  the  great-grand-fa- 
ther having  been  the  first,  and  his  son,  Samuel,  was 
the  father  of  James,  our  subject’s  father.  Sam- 
uel Comstock  was  also  the  father  of  Mrs.  Will- 
iam E-  Raymond,  of  New  Canaan,  Connecticut. 

James  Comstock  was  born  and  lived  and 
died  at  Wilton.  He  was  a prominent  merchant 


at  that  place,  having  a general  merchandise  store, 
and  for  a number  of  years  was  postmaster  at 
North  Wilton.  He  married  Harriet  Betts,  a 
daughter  of  Andrews  and  Mary  Weed  (Hoyt) 
Betts,  of  Wilton.  The  following  children  came 
to  bless  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comstock: 

(1)  Strong,  principal  of  the  Balmforth  avenue 
school  at  Danbury,  Conn.,  married  Martha  At- 
wood, and  has  the  following  children:  Leonard, 
who  is  a graduate  of  Yale  College,  class  of  1895; 
Mary;  Harriet,  who  is  a graduate  of  Vassar  Col- 
lege, class  of  1897;  Georgia;  J antes  and  Alfred. 
Strong  Comstock  graduated  from  Yale  in  1867. 

(2)  George.  (3)  Andrews  Betts,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fourteen.  (4)  Marianna,  who  married 
John  Johnson,  of  Boston,  and  has  two  children: 
Mable  and  Edith.  (5)  Isabel,  who  married 
Alfred  McKee,  and  has  two  children:  Sidney  and 
Isabel;  and  (6)  William  E.,  of  Wilton. 

George  Comstock  was  born  June  19,  1847, 
spent  his  youth  at  Wilton,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools.  As  soon  as  he  was 
old  enough  he  went  to  work  on  a farm,  and  that 
wmrk  and  clerking  in  a store  occupied  his  time 
until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  then, 
unlike  his  immediate  ancestors,  decided  to  leave 
his  native  town  and  seek  his  fortune  elsewhere. 
Accordingly  he  came  to  Bridgeport,  and  engaged 
in  the  retail  grocery  business  on  East  Mainstreet 
for  two  years.  His  early  training  had  been  such 
as  to  give  him  habits  of  industry  and  economy, 
and  his  previous  experience  in  a store  had  taught 
him  the  general  principles  of  business  that  are 
not  learned  in  the  text  books  or  in  the  schools, 
but  out  in  the  actual  contact  with  the  business 
world.  He  was  quite  successful,  and  in  1871  he 
engaged  in  the  same  business  with  Isaac  W- 
Smith  on  Barnum  avenue;  for  two  years  he  re- 
mained here,  and  in  1873  he  joined  the  firm  of 
Morford  & Trubee  as  traveling  salesman,  and  in 
1881  he  became  a partner  of  David  Trubee  & 
Co.,  extensively  engaged  in  the  wholesale  gro- 
cery business. 

In  1871,  in  Bridgeport,  Mr.  Comstock  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Smith,  daughter  of  Isaac 
W.  and  Julia  (Thatcher)  Smith,  and  the  follow- 
ing children  have  been  born  to  them:  Mortimer 
Smith,  who  graduated  from  Yale  in  1895.  an“ 
Andrews  Betts,  who  is  now  attending  Yale  Law 
School. 

Mr.  Comstock  is  one  of  those  public-spirited 
men,  who  cast  aside  their  personal  interests,  an 
exert  their  every  energy  for  the  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  they  live.  He  has  repeat- 
edly been  called  upon  to  represent  his  fellow 
townsmen  in  various  ways.  In  1886  he  waS  a 
member  of  the  common  council,  and  at  the 
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present  time  is  the  very  efficient  president  of  the 
board  of  health.  Socially,  he  is  an  important 
factor;  is  a member  of  the  Sea  Side  Club,  and  on 
the  board  of  governors  in  that  club.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  New  York  Produce  Exchange. 
Religiously,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comstock  are  active 
workers  in  the  South  Congregational  Church,  in 
which  he  is  a member  of  the  Society’s  committee. 
In  their  delightfully  home-like  residence  at  No. 
239  Park  avenue,  they  delight  to  entertain  their 
many  friends,  and  the  stranger  here  finds  a wel- 
come that  proves  “Hospitality,  the  King.” 


B CHARLES  TOUSEY.  New  England  is 
. one  of  the  greatest  manufacturing  centers 
of  the  world,  and  on  her  factories  necessarily 
does  a great  share  of  her  wealth  depend.  These 
factories  have  been  run  oftentimes  by  several 
generations  of  one  family,  and  this  succession 
applies  not  only  to  owners,  but  also  to  the  em- 
ployes. R.  Charles  Tousey,  whose  name  ap- 
pears at  the  opening  of  this  review,  and  who  is 
one  of  the  best  known  manufacturers  in  Trum- 
bull, was  born  in  the  Long  Hill  District,  July 
■ 1,  1845,  a son  of  Wheeler  P.  Tousey. 

The  Tousey  family  have  long  been  residents 
of  Fairfield  county,  and  have  occupied  prom- 
inent and  representative  positions.  Abel  Tousey, 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Newtown,  Conn.,  March  4,  1756,  followed 
farming  all  his  life,  and  died  June  7,  1825.  He 
was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Miss 
Esther  Glover,  and  they  were  married  March  2, 
t?8o.  She  died  August  9,  1804,  leaving  chil- 
dren whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
°wsjJ°En  Glover,  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
oarah  Ann,  November  19,  1783;  Gradison  Cur- 
's, June  29,  1786;  Marcia,  October  4,  1789; 
ferah,  June  29,  1791;  Philo,  March  17,  1793; 
, merva,  January  10,  1800;  and  Esther  Ann, 
ecember  10,  1802.  On  January  12,  1805, 

• r.  Tousey  was  married  to  Polly  Blackman,  and 
y her  he  had  two  children:  Abel,  born  Decem- 
' '*05,  and  Fanny,  born  March  26,  1812. 
John  Glover  Tousey  was  born  in  Newtown, 
,80nn-,  November  11,  1781,  and  died  February 
th»  1 2?j  . .^e  en8age<f  in  farming  and  teaching 
ui,e  a * h‘s  life.  He  married  Amarillis  Hub- 
D •“*  to  them  were  born  three  children: 
u;,  ‘ .’  w‘'°  'ived  to  be  seventy-two  years  of  age; 
Wh«‘er  Peek;  and  Deha. 
j 3 j _ eal.er  ^>ec*t  Tousey  was  born  March  7, 
anj'-,  Hls  ?arly  days  were  spent  in  Newtown, 
tain  ; e !^eceived  such  education  as  he  could  ob- 
Car  • ac.*,0°ls  °f  the  vicinity.  He  learned 

§e  making  in  the  Daniels  Farms  District, 


near  Trumbull,  and  later  established  a factory  of 
his  own  in  Long  Hill.  For  a short  time  he 
worked  in  Bridgeport,  also  passed  some  months 
in  the  South,  and  during  the  Civil  war  he  farmed 
in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  the  first 
man  to  run  a sewing  machine  at  Long  Hill,  and 
in  many  ways  has  shown  his  love  of  advanced 
methods  of  work.  The  present  factory  of  R. 
Charles  Tousey,  which  was  erected  for  the 
manufacture  of  carriages  for  the  Southern  trade, 
was  bought  by  W.  P.  Tousey  about  1866,  and 
some  three  years  later  was  begun  in  it  the  manu- 
facture of  shirts  and  drawers.  On  October  10, 
1842,  Wheeler  Peck  Tousey  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  M.  Turney,  who  was  born  June  25,  1821, 
a daughter  of  Elijah  and  Eunice  (Thorp)  Tur- 
ney, both  natives  of  the  town  of  Fairfield.  Two 
children  graced  this  union:  R.  Charles,  and 
Lamora,  born  January  24,  1850,  who  married 
Joseph  Hawley.  The  father  died  April  21, 
1889,  and  his  death  caused  much  sorrow  in  the 
community  where  he  was  widely  known.  His 
pleasant  way  had  made  him  many  friends,  and 
his  employes  found  him  not  only  a master  but  a 
friend. 

R.  Charles  Tousey  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  Long  Hill,  receiving  his  education  in 
part  at  the  district  school,  in  part  at  a private 
boarding  school  in  Monroe.  When  quite  young 
he  entered  his  father’s  factory,  and  thoroughly 
learned  the  art  of  carriage  making.  When  his 
father  began  the  manufacture  of  shirts  and 
drawers  he  entered  into  partnership  with  him. 
Since  the  death  of  the  latter  he  has  conducted 
the  business  for  himself,  has  made  many  im- 
provements, and  now  employs  about  fifty  hands. 
He  has  taken  his  father’s  place  in  the  affections 
of  the  employes,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  there 
is  no  more  popular  man  in  the  community. 

On  November  28,  1866,  in  Virgil,  Cortland 
Co..  N.  Y.,  R.  Charles  Tousey  was  united  in 
matrimony  with  Ellen  E.  Francis,  a daughter  of 
Richard  and  Caroline  (Gager)  Francis.  Five 
children  bless  their  union:  (1)  Rena  Caroline, 

born  October  5,  1869,  was  married  November 
j 2,  1889,  to  Harry  A.  House,  of  Bridgeport, 
now  living  at  East  Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight,  Eng- 
land. (2)  Lora  Alice,  born  June  5,  1871,  was 
married  November  23,  1892,  to  Dr.  D.  C.  De- 
Wolfe,  of  Bridgeport,  and  has  had  two  children 
—Sinclair  Tousey,  born  March  25,  1894;  and 
Frederick  L.,  born  July  27.  1897.  and  died 
March  10,  1898.  (3)  Frederick  Wheeler,  born 

May  4,  1872,  married  Violet  Beach,  and  lives  at 
East  Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight,  England.  They 
have  one  child,  Harold  Francis.  (4)  Anna  May, 
born  February  11,  1876,  died  August  6,  1876. 
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(5)  Harry  Glover,  born  May  16,  1877,  married  1 and  represented  the  town  of  Fairfield  in  the  State 
Susan  Edith  Beach,  daughter  of  John  M.  Beach,  Legislature.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a 
of  Bridgeport.  Democrat.  In  1842  Mr.  Bulkley  married  Miss 

While  Mr.  Tousey  occupies  a prominent  place  Mary  Nichols,  a native  of  the  town  of  Weston, 
in  the  financial  and  commercial  world  at  Trum-  and  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Katie  (Jennings) 
bull,  his  place  in  municipal  affairs  is  no  less  im-  Nichols,  the  latter  formerly  of  Easton;  Peter 
portant.  He  has  always  recognized  the  duty  he  Nichols  was  the  son  of  Peter  Nichols,  of  Easton, 
owed  to  his  town  and  State,  and  while  he  has  Alter  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bulkley  settled 
never  in  any  way  sought  office,  when  such  posi-  in  Southport.  They  had  three  children,  namely: 
tions  have  been  offered,  and  even  urged  upon  Benjamin  F. ; Katie,  who  married  Edward  Nich- 
him,  he  has  not  evaded  the  duty.  He  has  ols,  a farmer  of  Fairfield;  and  one  that  died  in 
served  his  fellow  townsmen  as  selectman  and  infancy.  The  father  of  these  died  in  1881;  the 
constable,  and  when  Charles  Crosbv  was  sheriff  | mother  is  still  living. 

he  acted  as  his  deputy.  Fraternally,  he  is  a Benjamin  F.  Bulkley  was  born  in  Southport, 
thirty-second  degree  Freemason,  member  of  the  Conn.,  December  6,  1S46.  He  passed  his  early 
Mystic  Shrine,  Knights  Templar,  and  of  the  An-  boyhood  in  his  native  place,  and  when  sixteen 
cient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  Socially,  he  years  of  age  went  to  New  York,  where  for  five 
belongs  to  the  Algonquin  Club,  and  takes  an  act-  years  he  clerked  in  a notion  store.  He  then  went 
ive  part  in  its  work.  He  is  also  the  agent  for  to  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  for  a year  was  an 
the  State  Humane  Society.  Mrs.  Tousey,  as  i auctioneer,  after  this  experience  returning  to 
are  her  children,  is  a member  of  Grace  Episco-  ! Southport,  Conn.,  and  starting  the  Southport 
pal  Church  at  Long  Hill.  | Chronicle , the  first  newspaper  ever  published 

I there  up  to  that  time.  Its  life,  however,  was 

| short,  and  on  its  discontinuance  the  editor  com- 

H'ON.  BENJAMIN  F.  BULKLEY,  ex-repre-  menced  to  learn  the  carriage  maker’s  trade,  and 

sentative  of  the  State  Legislature  from  Fair-  later  the  machinist's  trade,  becoming  quite  skill- 

field  county,  Conn.,  ex-editor  and  publisher  of  a ful  as  a mechanic;  he  now  operates  sawmills,  and 
newspaper,  and  a general  mechanic  of  Southport,  is  chiefly  occupied  as  a general  mechanic.  He  is 
is  descended  from  an  old  family'  of  Fairfield  a man  of  intellect,  quite  practical  in  his  ideas, 
county.  and  is  one  of  the  county  's  best  citizens.  In  his 

The  first  of  the  family'  in  America  came  from  political  views  he  is  a Democrat,  and  in  1889  he 
England  in  about  the  year  1620.  Joseph  Bulk-  served  the  people  of  the  town  of  Westport  in  the 
ley,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  a na-  State  Legislature.  Socially  he  is  a member  oi 
tive  of  Fairfield,  Conn.,  was  a clock  maker  by'  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  held  all  of  the  offices  in 
trade,  and  many  of  his  clocks  are  yet  in  existence,  the  local  lodge;  and  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 
Benjamin  Bulkley,  the  grandfather,  was  born  and  On  October  28,  1868,  Mr.  Bulkley  was  mar- 
grew  up  in  the  town  of  Fairfield.  He  was  a cab-  ried  to  Mary  H.  Jordan,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y„ 
inet  maker  by  trade,  and  followed  the  business  and  to  them  were  born  three  children;  Benjamin 
throughout  life.  He  married  Rebecca  Davis,  born  F.,  Jr.,  Mary  and  Grace  H.  The  mother  of 
in  the  same  town,  and  the  union  was  blessed  these  died  June  1 5,  1 878,  and  on  August  4,  1881. 
with  the  following  named  children;  Francis,  fa-  the  father  was  married  to  Eva  C.  Nelson,  a native 
ther  of  our  subject,  who  is  referred  to  farther  on;  of  Swedenholdt,  Sweden.  To  the  second  union 
and  Mary,  who  married  Samuel  Bunnell,  of  the  has  been  born  one  child,  ]ohn  N. 
town  of  Westport.  Benjamin  Bulkley  was  a Re-  1 

publican  in  his  political  views,  and  in  religious  ~ 

faith  he  was  a Methodist,  he  and  his  wife  being  I PP'HE  LYON-SEELEYS.  The  Seeley  family, 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He  died  at  X although  not  numerically  large,  is  remarka- 
Southport  in  1872,  and  his  wife  in  1863.  I bie  for  its  succession  of  military  men  of  note 

Francis  Bulkley  was  a native  of  the  town  of  ■ dating  from  the  earliest  Colonial  period.  Lieut. 

Fairfield,  born  in  1819.  He  was  reared  in  that  : Robert  Seeley,  the  progenitor  of  the  See- 

town,  and  at  an  early  age  began  a sea-faring  life,  ! leys  in  this  country,  was  the  first  marshal  of 

which  he  followed  for  a time.  Later  he  learned  1 New  Haven,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  that 
the  carriage-making  trade,  and  still  later  followed  ■ city,  along  with  Governor  Eaton  and  his  band 
the  livery  business,  having  started  the  livery  in  I of  coevals.  Together  with  General  Sedgwick, 
that  section.  He  figured  quite  prominently  in  I Robert  Seeley  was  placed  in  command  of  the 
the  affairs  of  the  town,  being  a man  of  good  1 combined  military  forces  of  the  State  of  Con- 
judgment  and  intelligence,  served  as  selectman,  • necticut  against  a threatened  invasion  of  the 
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Dutch.  Among  the  descendants  of  Robert  See- 
ley are  the  late  Governor  Seeley,  of  New  Jersey; 
ex-Congressman  Seelye,  of  Massachusetts;  Presi- 
dent Seelye  of  Amherst  College;  Col.  Aaron  Platt 
Seeley  and  Calvin  Seeley,  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y. ; 
Coles  and  Abner  Seeley,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.; 
Mrs.  Carlos  Warner,  of  Brooklyn;  Hon.  William 
E.  Seeley,  of  Bridgeport;  Herbert  Barnum  See- 
ley and  Clinton  Barnum  Seeley,  of  New  York  and 
Bridgeport;  Rev.  C.  W.  de  Lyon  Nichols  and 
Nathan  Seeley,  of  New  York,  and  several  mem- 
bers of  the  Floyd-Jones  family  of  Long  Island. 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Seeley,  a distinguished  Colo- 
nial hero,  son  of  Robert  Seeley,  of  New  Haven, 
removed  to  Fairfield,  Conn.,  where  he  was  made 
a freeman  in  1657.  He  served  as  lieutenant  in 
King  Philip  s war  in  1675,  and  was  killed  at  the 
head  of  his  company  in  the  Great  Swamp  fight, 
December  19,  of  that  year.  A grant  of  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  at  Fairfield  was  made  by 
the  Colonial  government  to  his  widow  the  next 
year,  in  recognition  of  his  military  services.  A 
year  prior  to  his  death,  he  had  been  appointed 
by  the  court  to  lay  out  the  boundaries  between 
Fairfield  and  Norwalk. 

Of  the  nine  children  of  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Seeley,  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Seeley,  following  the 
traditions  of  his  father  and  grandfather,  was  a 
Colonial  military  officer;  he  married  Hannah 
Odell,  of  the  family  which  subsequently  became 
included  among  the  founders  of  Bridgeport.  Of 
their  four  children,  James  Seeley  married  a 
Gregory,  a member  of  another  influential  pio- 
neer family  of  Bridgeport.  The  Gregorys,  who 
were  of  Boston  descent,  could  trace  their  deriva- 
tion a generation  or  two  back  of  their  Massa- 
chusetts forefathers  to  a noble  house  of  England. 
Ensign  Nathan  Seeley  was  a son  of  James 
Seeley  and  Sarah  Gregory. 

Two  sons  were  born  to  Ensign  Nathan 
Seeley — Seth  and  Lieut.  Nathan  Seeley,  of  the 
Revolution.  Lieut.  Nathan  Seeley  was  at  one 
time  placed  in  command  of  the  defenses  of 
Bridgeport,  and  both  he  and  his  lather.  Ensign 
Nathan  Seeley,  are  buried  in  the  old  Stratfield 
cemetery  at  Bridgeport,  nearthe  Brooklawn  Coun- 
try Club.  The  Mary  Silliman  Chapter  of  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution  is  doing  a noble 
work  of  restoration  for  this  ancient  and  long-neg- 
lected graveyard,  where  lie  entombed  the  found- 
ers of  Bridgeport.  Lieut.  Nathan  Seeley,  like  his 
grandfather,  evinced  a preference  for  the  Colonial 
Gregory  family  by  espousing  one  of  its  daughters. 
Among  the  lineal  descendants  of  Lieut.  Nathan 
Seeley,  of  the  Revolution,  and  Deborah  Gregory 
are  Nathan  Seeley,  Herbert  Barnum  Seeley  and 
Clinton  Barnum  Seeley,  of  New  York;  Col.  Aaron 


Platt  Seeley  and  Calvin  Seeley,  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y. ; 
Mrs.  Carlos  Warner,  of  Brooklyn;  Mrs.  Henry  J. 
Smith  nee  Seeley,  and  Mrs.  Frank  Eno,  of  Ansonia, 
Conn.;  John  Seeley  Adams,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ; 
Clarence  Monson  Harkness,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. ; 
Mrs.  Lewis  Bonnell  Crane  and  Mrs.  J.  V.  Single- 
ton,  of  New  York;  and  Mrs.  George  Kneeland 
Nichols  ne'e  Seeley,  Coles  and  Abner  Seeley,  and 
Mrs.  Walter  Nichols  itce  Nichols,  of  Bridgeport. 
Lieut.  Nathan  Seeley  invariably  spelled  his  name 
Seelye.  the  same  orthography  being  adhered  to 
on  his  tombstone,  and  by  his  son  Abner.  Ex- 
Congressman  Seelye.  of  Massachusetts,  President 
Seelye,  of  Amherst  College,  and  the  Hon.  Will- 
iam E.  Seeley,  of  Bridgeport,  are  descendants  of 
Seth  Seeley,  an  uncle  of  Lieut.  Nathan  Seelye. 
Ex-Congressman  and  President  Seelye’s  more 
immediate  forefathers  lived  atBethel, Connecticut. 

Abner  Seelye,  a son  of  Lieut.  Nathan  Seelye 
and  grandson  of  Ensign  Nathan,  was  the  founder 
of  the  branch  known  in  Fairfield  county  as  the 
Lyon-Seeleys,  and  married  Sabria  Lyon,  the 
daughter  of  Zachariah  Lyon,  Esq.,  a wealthy 
and  prominent  resident  of  the  town  of  Weston, 
Conn.,  leaving  an  only  child,  the  Rev.  Monson 
Seeley,  who  in  turn  inter-married  with  the  Lyon 
family,  his  wife,  Eliza  Maria  Platt,  being  a daugh- 
ter of  Aaron  Platt  and  Polly  Lyon.  The  Lvon- 
Seeleys  are  descended  in  a triple  line  from  Rich- 
ard Lyon  the  I,  of  Fairfield,  Conn.  The  Platts 
were  scions  of  the  distinguished  Colonial  Platt 
family  of  Huntington,  Long  Island,  which  held 
a Patent  of  landed  estates  both  granted  and 
confirmed  by  Sir  Richard  Nicholls,  the  first  Eng- 
lish Governor  of  New  York.  Platt  street,  New 
York  City,  was  named  in  honor  of  this  family, 
which  is  at  the  present  day  connected  with  the 
Remsens  and  Wagstaffs,  of  New  York  and  Long 
Island.  Eliza  Maria  Platt  and  Rev.  Monson 
Seeley  were  married  by  the  Rev.  Ashbel  Bald- 
win, rector  of  old  Christ  Church,  Stratford,  and 
one  of  the  first  four  Episcopal  clergymen  or- 
dained in  America  by  Bishop  Seabury  at  his  first 
ordination.  Eliza  Maria  Platt  and  her  sister, 
Polly  Lyon  Platt,  were  beautiful  women,  the 
latter  making  an  international  alliance  by  her 
marriage  to  David  Griffith,  Esq.,  a younger  son 
of  the  titled  Griffith  family  of  Wales. 

Abner  Seelye's  second  wife  was  Lucy  Os- 
borne, of  a highly  connected  Fairfield  county. 
Conn.,  family  related  in  its  later  generations  to 
Governor  Lane,  of  Ohio,  and  the  noted  Gris- 
wold family  of  Black  Hall,  Old  Lyme,  Conn. 
Rosalie  Osborne,  a relative  of  Mrs.  Abner  Seelye, 
and  a daughter  of  Amos  Osborne,  one  of  the 
group  of  millionaire  bankers  of  the  Osbornes, 
married  Albert  Bierstadt,  the  celebrated  land- 
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scape  painter.  Rosalie  Osborne  Bierstadt  was  a 
famous  beauty  in  New  York,  London  and  Paris, 
and  moved  with  her  talented  husband  in  the 
highest  court  circles.  The  Lyon  connections  of 
the  Seeleys  had  also  formed  a marital  alliance 
with  Mrs.  Bierstadt’s  relatives,  the  Osbornes,  in 
Connecticut.  The  Osborne-Seelevs,  nearly  all 
of  whom  were  wealthy  for  their  day  and  genera- 
tion, have  always  been  remarked  for  their  finan- 
cial sagacity,  the  Lvon-Seeleys  for  artistic  tastes, 
handsome  men  and  women,  and  fondness  of  dis- 
play and  equipage— tendencies  invariably  traced 
back  to  their  three  lines  of  Lyon  ancestors. 

Rev.  Monson  Seeley,  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  born 
in  Monroe,  Conn.,  the  only  son  of  Abner  Seelye, 
Esq.,  by  his  first  wife,  Sabria  Lyon,  served  as  a 
boy  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  two  of  his  sons,  Col. 
Aaron  Platt  Seeley  and  Capt.  Abner  Seeley, 
fought  with  honors  in  the  late  Civil  war.  Ar- 
mina  Seeley,  the  eldest  daughter,  married  George 
Kneeland  Nichols,  of  Nichols.  Sabria  Seeley, 
another  daughter,  married  the  Rev.  Dr.  John 
De  La  Mater  Adams,  of  Syracuse.  N.  Y.,  and  Cal- 
vin Seeley,  the  eldest  son,  occupies  “The  Pil- 
lars,” the  large  and  stately  Seeley  Colonial  man- 
sion at  Palmyra,  New  York. — [C.  \V.  de  Lyon 
Nichols.] 


LYMAN  M.  TURNEY,  a prominent  resident 
of  Bridgeport,  has  for  many  years  held  posi- 
tions of  responsibility  with  the  Wheeler  & Wil- 
son Manufacturing  Co.,  having  risen  through 
various  grades  to  the  post  of  superintendent. 
His  long  term  of  service  with  this  firm  is  in  itself 
a testimony  of  his  worth,  while  an  honorable 
record  in  the  United  States  navy  during  the  Civil 
war  demonstrates  his  patriotism. 

Mr.  Turney  comes  of  good  pioneer  stock,  his 
great-grandfather,  Albert  Turney  (1),  having  em- 
igrated from  Scotland  at  an  early  period  to  make 
his  home  in  the  town  of  Easton,  this  county. 
Albert  Turney  (2).  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Easton,  and  followed 
farming  there  throughout  his  later  years.  James 
M.  Turney,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  a 
native  of  Easton,  and  for  many  vears  he  was  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business  in  Easton.  Stepney, 
Redding  and  Bridgeport,  his  death  occurring  in 
the  latter  place  in  1882.  He  was  an  exemplary 
citizen,  and  his  patriotism  was  shown  by  gallant 
service  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war. 
His  wife,  Martha  (Skelly,,  was  born  under  the 
English  flag  on  the  Island  of  Corsica,  in  the 
Mediterranean  Sea.  Of  their  four  children,  our 
subject  is  the  eldest;  Lemuel  E.  died  at  the  age 
of  three  vears;  Charles,  a traveling  salesman,  is  a 


| resident  of  Chicago;  and  Elmer  W.  is  in  the  res- 
j taurant  business  in  New  York  City.  The  mother 
of  these  died  in  1890. 

Lyman  M.  Turney  was  born  February  20, 
1848,  in  the  town  of  Easton,  but  a portion  of  his 
boyhood  was  spent  in  Redding  and  Stepney,  his 
father's  business  causing  the  removal  of  the  fam- 
ily from  Easton.  In  1863  he  entered  the  United 
States  Marine  Corps,  spending  two  years  and 
four  months  on  the  flagship  “ Roanoke,”  on  the 
James  and  Potomac  rivers,  and  then  returned  to 
New  York  City,  in  the  fall  of  thesameyear  being 
I assigned  to  duty  assergeant  on  the  “Brooklyn,'' 

I visiting  Rio  Janeiro  and  other  points  in  Brazil, 
i and  spending  same  time  on  the  river  Platte.  On 
! September2/,  1 867,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
1 after  four  years  and  four  months  service.  Later 
i he  was  offered  a lieutenancy  in  the  army,  but  de- 
clined the  honor,  and  for  sometime  he  remained 
at  his  old  home  at  Redding.  In  1869  he  removed 
to  Bridgeport,  where  he  became  connected  with 
the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufacturing  Co.,  with 
which  he  has  since  remained.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican,  but  he  is  not  inclined  to  seek  official 
honors,  and  at  one  time,  when  elected  city  sher- 
iff he  did  not  serve.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
I city  treasurer,  however,  and  at  present  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  selectmen. 

In  1871  Mr.  Turney  married  Miss  Lucy  0. 
White,  daughter  of  William  H.  White,  of  Bridge- 
port, and  five  children  have  blessed  the  union; 
Arthur  C.,  Maud  L.,  Vera  M.,  Nina  and  Ruth. 
The  family  is  prominent  in  the  best  social  circles 
of  the  city,  and  Mr.  Turney  is  identified  with  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  being  a 
Knight  Templar,  the  Park  City  Yacht  Club,  the 
G.  A.  R.,  and  the  Algonquin  Club. 


DAVID  B.  CAREY.  There  is  probably  no 

man  in  the  city  of  Stamford  better  known 

throughout  this  section  than  Mr.  Carey,  whohas 
been  station  agent  at  that  place  for  almost  a 
quarter  of  a century.  This  fact  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  account  for  his  wide  popularity  and 
acquaintance,  but  he  is  also  well  known  as  an 

! an  active,  public-spirited  citizen,  who  has  proved 

I faithful  to  the  interests  of  his  community  in  the 
I various  offices  which  he  has  been  chosen  to  fill. 

I and  discharged  his  duties  with  marked  ability , 

I uprightness  and  fidelity. 

Mr.  Carey  was  born  December  13,  1847. in 
I Brooklyn.  N.  Y. , of  which  city  his  father,  Giles 
i Carey,  was  also  a native.  The  latter  was  mar- 
ried in  New  York  City  to  Mary  Frazer  Brown 
(who  was  a descendant  of  General  Frazer  of  the 
Revolutionary  war),  and  in  1855  they  remove 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


548 


with  his  family  to  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 
where  they  made  their  permanent  home.  Mr. 
Carey  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  he  followed 
same  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war, 
when  he  enlisted  for  three  years,  becoming  a 
member  cf  Company  D,  6th  Conn.  V.  I.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  after  two  years’  serv- 
ice on  account  of  disability,  and  returned  home 
to  Stamford,  as  soon  as  he  was  able  resuming  his 
trade,  in  which  he  was  engaged  all  his  active  life. 
He  now  lives  retired  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years,  in  Stamford,  in  which  city  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1894.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
children,  namely:  David  Brown,  Edward  Brown, 
Ida  (Mrs.  F.  1.  Palmer),  of  Sound  Beach;  Jennie 
(Mrs.  Frank  Allen),  of  Stamford;  and  George  D., 
who  resides  at  Sound  Beach. 

David  B.  Carey’s  early  childhood  was  spent 
in  his  native  city,  whence  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Stamford  in  1855.  There  for  a time  he 
attended  the  public  school,  the  learning  thus  ac- 
quired being  supplemented  by  a course  in  Glen- 
denning's  Academy,  where  he  was  a student  for 
two  years.  During  a period  of  four  and  one-half 
years  before  he  entered  the  academy  he  was  em- 
ployed in  Lockwood  & Haight’s  drug  store. 
Shortly  after  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  he 
was  appointed  recording  clerk  of  Stamford,  un- 
der Edwin  Scofield,  Jr.,  and  continued  in  that 
office  for  two  and  one-half  years,  until,  in  1871, 
he  began  his  service  with  the  Consolidated  Road 
as  clerk  forGeorge  H.  Hoyt.  In  October,  1873, 
he  succeeded  Mr.  Hoyt  as  agent  at  Stamford, 
and  he  has  been  retained  in  that  position  ever 
since,  a fact  which  in  itself  is  ample  evidence  of 
his  trustworthiness  and  fitness  for  the  place.  He 
has  continued  to  shoulder  the  responsibilities  of 
this  position  year  after  year  with  unabated  en- 
ergy and  ever-increasing  efficiency,  and  in  a 
manner  which  has  given  unbounded  satisfaction 
^e  general  public,  and  proved  most  accept- 
able to  his  employers.  The  ability  and  tact  dis- 
played in  his  business  life  would  hardly  fail  to 
win  public  recognition,  and  his  fellow  citizens 
ave  not  been  slow  in  showing  their  appreciation 
0 his  value  by  electing  him  to  various  offices  of 
onor  and  trust,  in  filling  which  he  has  never  yet 
isappointed  his  constituency.  He  was  a mem- 
er  of  the  board  of  burgesses  of  Stamford  for 
our  years;  in  1891  was  nominated  on  the  Demo- 
ra  !*:  tlc*<et  for  Representative  to  the  State  As- 
ti™ ly,  and  in  1892  was  elected  a member  of 
e city  council.  At  one  time  he  was  vice-presi- 
en  of  the  Stamford  Co-operative  Building  & 
th  aR  Assoc’at'on-  He  is  an  active  member  of 
nil  Arcanum  and  of  the  Masonic  Frater- 

r m Stamford,  affiliating  with  Union  Lodge 


No.  5,  Rittenhouse  Chapter  and  Washington 
Council. 

Mr.  Carey  was  married  May  12,  1873,  in 
New  York  City,  to  Miss  Helen  B.  Wilson,  daugh- 
ter of  Israel  H.  Wilson,  of  Bethel,  Conn.,  and 
to  this  union  came  two  children:  Leon  B.  and 

Harry  W.  The  former  is  engaged  in  the  in- 
surance business  in  New  York  City;  he  married 
Maude  Brody,  daughter  of  ex-mayor  Brody,  of 
Brooklyn,  and  has  two  children:  Helen  and 

Robert.  Harry  W.  Carey  graduated  from  Yale 
University  with  the  class  of  '97,  and  has  now  en- 
tered upon  a four-years’  medical  course  in  the 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 


JrAMES  MADISON  HERRING,  who  holds 
! a leading  place  among  the  enterprising  and 
prominent  business  men  of  Stamford,  Conn., 
is  a native  of  New  York  State,  born  September, 
9,  1849,  in  Rockland  county.  His  ancestry  for 
some  few  generations  back  were  of  New  York 
State  nativity,  great-grandfather  Herring  having 
been  born  in  New  York  City,  and  grandfather 
William  Herring  on  Staten  Island. 

Luke  Herring,  father  of  our  subject,  was  of 
New  York  City  birth,  where  for  a long  time  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  contractor  and  builder, 
the  later  years  of  his  life,  however,  being  passed 
in  Rockland  county,  N.  Y.  He  married  a Miss 
Henderson,  and  children  as  follows  were  born  to 
them:  Mary  J.,  Uretta,  Eliza  J.,  John  H..  Amy 
C.,  Catherine  E.,  James  M..  William  H.  and 
Charles  E.  The  father  died  August  14,  1876, 
the  mother  on  February  25,  1888. 

James  M.  Herring,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  the  town 
of  Haverstraw,  Rockland  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
attended  the  public  schools.  On  laying  aside 
his  books  he  began  learning  his  trade  under  the 
preceptorship  of  his  father,  after  which  he  served 
a regular  apprenticeship  of  three  years,  and  then 
worked  two  years  under  instruction.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  he  commenced  as  a journeyman,  and 
so  continued  until  1883,  working  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  some  fourteen  years.  In  1886  he  came 
to  Stamford,  and  here  established  himself  in  his 
present  prosperous  business  as  general  contractor 
and  builder. 

On  May  15,  1872,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Herring  was  married  to  Miss  Elmira  Johnson,  of 
Brooklyn,  and  two  children  have  blessed  their 
union:  Grace,  wife  of  E.  Jerman,  of  Stamford, 
and  E.  May.  In  religious  faith  the  family  are 
identified  with  the  M.  E.  Church.  Socially,  Mr. 
Herring  is  a member  of  the  New  England  Order 
of  Protection;  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Im- 
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proved  Red  Men;  of  Rippawan  Lodge  No.  24,  I 
1.  0.  0.  F.,  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  > 
Among  the  numerous  buildings  of  various  kinds  1 
put  up  by  Mr.  Herring  in  Stamford  alone,  may  I 
be  mentioned  seven  dwellings  on  Pleasant  street.  I 
His  life  has  been  successful,  and  he  may  well  be 
proud  of  his  enviable  position  in  society,  for  his  ! 
prosperity  is  the  just  reward  of  his  own  labors.  I 

I 

0.AVID  W.  STUDWELL,  a substantial  cit-  1 

' izen  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  county,  where  [ 

for  twenty  years  or  more  he  has  been  engaged 
in  contracting  and  building,  has  descended  from 
one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Connecticut — a ! 
family  whose  history  here  reaches  back  nearly  J 
two  and  a half  centuries.  He  is  of  the  eighth 
generation  in  the  line  of  descent  from  Thomas  ! 
Studwell,  a native  of  England,  who  came  to  i 
America  and  settled  in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  about  l 
the  year  1650.  [A  genealogical  record  of  the  l 
Studwell  family  will  be  found  in  connection  with 
the  sketch  of  James  W.  Studwell.]  I 

David  W.  Studwell  is  a native  of  Rye,  N.  Y. , 
born  December  27,  1849.  He  passed  his  boy- 
hood in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  there  at- 
tended the  public  schools.  He  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade  at  Rye.  under  the  direction  of  his 
father,  and  alter  its  completion  he  worked  at  the 
same  at  Rye  for  two  years.  Later  he  fol- 
lowed carpentering  for  years  at  Stamford,  and  in 
1880  he  engaged  in  that  line  of  business  for  him- 
self in  connection  with  his  brother,  James  \Y., 
under  the  firm  name  of  Studwell  Brothers. 
This  firm  continued  until  1892,  since  which  time 
our  subject  has  been  alone,  conducting  an  ex- 
tensive contracting  and  building  business.  Dur- 
ing the  past  twenty  years  the  name  of  Studwell 
has  been  connected  with  many  of  the  substan- 
tial buildings  and  improvements  of  Stamford  and 
in  other  parts  of  Fairfield  county,  where  our 
subject  is  w'ell  and  favorably  knowm.  As  a citi- 
zen he  has  been  enterprising  and  public-spirited, 
and  lent  not  a little  aid  in  measures  that  advanced 
the  common  welfare  of  Stamford.  He  is  highly- 
esteemed  as  a citizen,  and  popular  in  social  cir- 
cles. He  is  a member  of  the  New  England 
Order  of  Protection,  and  has  served  as  an  officer 
in  the  same 

On  September  26,  1877,  at  Otego.  N.  Y., 
Mr.  Studwell  was  married  to  Miss  Alveline  A. 
French,  a daughter  of  George  Morell  and  Chris- 
tiana (Taylor)  French,  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  with  one  son,  Royden  F.,  born  June  9, 
1881.  The  French  family  belong  originally  (in 
this  country)  to  Massachusetts,  whence  Abel 
French,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Studwell,  moved 


to  New  York.  He  married  Susan  Bundy,  a de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  “Mayflower”  families, 
and  had  a family  of  seven  children,  the  fifth 
child,  George  M. (father  of  Mrs.  Studwell),  being 
born  in  1819.  He  married  Christiana  Taylor,  a 
native  of  Somersetshire,  England.  He  died 
April  9,  1897,  she  on  January  19,  1893.  They 
were  the  parents  of  two  children:  Susie  C.,  now 
the  wife  of  Ralph  R.  Guernsay,  of  Otego,  N.  Y„ 
and  Alveline  A.  (Mrs.  David  W. Studwell).  The 
great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Studwell  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  war. 


JrOEL  MERCHANT,  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  the  Pembroke  District,  town  of 
Danbury,  Fairfield  county,  was  born  in  Fair- 
field  county,  March  25,  1846,  in  the  town  of  Red- 
ding, where  two  generations  of  his  family  have 
made  the  name  respected  by  their  upright  though 
unassuming  lives. 

Joel  and  Mollie  (Sanford)  Merchant,  parents 
of  our  subject,  resided  there  upon  a farm,  and 
his  father,  the  late  Asher  Sanford  Merchant,  was 
born  there  May  18,  1811,  and  passed  his  life  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  1 868  he  moved  to  Dan- 
I bury,  and  continued  to  reside  there  until  hi; 
1 death,  which  occurred  August  4,  1884.  Out 
1 subject's  mother.  Mrs.  Sarah  (Haviland)  Mer- 
I chant,  who  died  April  1 1 , 1898,  was  born  in 
! Ridgefield  May  12,  1 817,  the  daughter  of  Reed 
I and  Amy  (Gilbert)  Haviland. 

Joel  Merchant,  whose  name  introduces  these 
! lines,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  near 
! his  home.  Until  1868  he  resided  in  his  native 
I town,  and  he  then  removed  to  a place  adjoining 
| his  present  home. 

On  January  28,  1891,  Mr.  Merchant  married 
I Miss  Emma  J.  Saver,  daughter  of  James  and 
! Elizabeth  J.  (Reed)  Saver,  of  Danbury.  Her 
: mother  was  a daughter  of  David  and  Mary 
| (Hoyt)  Reed. 

CsHARLES  HUBERT  WARD  is  the  surviving 
member  of  the  old  druggist  firm  of  Parker  A 
I Ward — Ward  R.  Parker  and  Charles  H.  ^ ar° 
— the  longest  established  in  their  line  (excepting 
I Lockwood  & Haight)  in  Stamford,  Fairfield 
county.  The  partners  came  here  together  iron 
! New  York  City  in  1876,  and  opened  a drugstore 
1 in  Park  Row,  under  the  firm  name  mentioned, 
l the  establishment  being  removed  later  to  the 
present  quarters  in  Miller’s  block,  Main  street 
I Mr.  Parker’s  decease  in  1889  ended  a long  anu 
: harmonious  business  partnership  and  a lifelong 
I friendship,  begun  when  they  were  boys  together 
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at  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  of  which  town  both 
were  natives. 

Mr.  Ward  was  born  February  8,  1847,  a son 
of  Archibald  and  Elizabeth  (Tobey)  Ward,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a native  of  New  York  State, 
but  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  California, 
engaged  in  mining.  Both  parents  died  in  New 
Bedford,  Mass.  Our  subject  received  his  early 
education  at  his  birthplace,  where  he  remained 
until  seventeen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he 
went  to  New  York  City:  there  for  lour  years  he 
was  connected  with  a tug  and  wrecking  firm  who 
ran  a line  of  heavy  sea-towing  tugs,  and  he  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  drug  business,  which 
he  adopted  as  his  life  vocation.  He  commenced 
as  a clerk  in  New  York  City,  and  passed  the 
College  of  Pharmacy  there,  also  the  New  York 
State  Board  of  Pharmacy,  after  which  he  con- 
tinued clerking  in  a drug  store,  finally  becoming 
a clerk  in  New  York  City,  for  twelve  years.  In 
1876,  as  above  stated,  he  and  Mr.  Parker  estab- 
lished the  business  in  Stamford,  where  they  at 
once  met  with  most  encouraging  success,  soon 
winning  a place  for  themselves  among  the  prom- 
inent business  men  and  substantial  citizens  of 
the  town.  This  store  has  always  been  well 
patronized,  and  has  held  its  own  throughout  the 
years  against  all  competitors.  Since  Mr.  Park- 
ers death  his  interest  has  been  held  bv  Mrs. 
Parker,  who  is  Mr.  Ward's  sister. 

Mr.  W ard  was  married.  October  31,  1881, 
in  Stamford,  to  Miss  Emily  B.  Bayliss,  daughter 
of  John  and  Eliza  (Bray)  Bayliss,  of  New  York 
City,  who  are  of  English  descent.  No  children 
have  been  born  to  this  union.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ward  reside  in  Broad  street,  in  the  home  where 
they  began  their  married  lift.  Mrs.  Ward  is 
endowed  with  unusual  talent  as  an  artist,  and  in 
her  home  has  many  specimens  of  her  handiwork, 
in  oil  and  water  color:  her  work  on  china  is  also 
elaborate  and  beautiful.  In  fraternal  connec- 
tion Mr.  Ward  is  a member  of  Excelsior  Lodge, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Stamford. 

Ward  K.  Parker  was  reared  and  educated  at 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  and  during  the  years  of 
his  early  manhood  sailed  from  that  port  in  the 
merchant  marine.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  tug 
and  wrecking  business,  which  he  closed  out  in 
1876,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Stam- 
ford as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Parker  & Ward, 
continuing  thus  until  his  decease  in  1889.  He  was 
a highly  respected  man  in  the  community,  where 
he  had  made  many  friends  both  in  business  and 
social  circles,  and  where  he  had  acquired  an 
enviable  reputation  as  an  honest  man  and  a good 
citizen.  At  New  Bedford  he  was  married  to 
Lilia  E.  Ward,  daughter  of  Archibald  Ward; 

36 


1 


1 


1 


I 

1 


1 

1 


they  had  no  children.  In  social  connection  Mr. 
Parker  was  an  active  member  of  Union  Lodge, 
F.  & A.  M.,  of  Stamford. 


JOHN  F.  HOLMES.  The  northeastern  part 
of  Ireland  is  inhabited  by  a race  of  people, 
an  intermixture  of  the  hardy  “metaphysical 
Scot  " with  the  wit  of  Ireland,  and  to  this  race  of 
people  belong  many  of  our  most  honored  families. 
Abraham  Holmes,  the  founder  of  the  Holmes 
family  in  America,  was  one  of  those  in  whose 
blood  was  an  admixture  of  the  Scotch  and  the 
Irish.  He  was  born  in  1683,  came  to  America 
in  1719,  and  had  a large  tract  of  land  in  New 
Hampshire.  Before  coming  to  this  country  he 
had  married  Mary  Morrison,  and  they  had  one 
son,  John,  born  in  1709,  who  was  probably  an 
agriculturist.  John  Holmes  married  Grizel  Given, 
who  was  born  in  1701,  and  they  had  children  as 
follows:  Sarah,  born  May  11,  1735;  Margaret, 
born  October  21,  1736;  Abraham,  born  May  18, 
1738;  Eloner,  born  June  15,  1740;  Robert,  born 
September  28,  1742;  Thomas,  born  December 
9,  1746,  mentioned  below;  Marian,  born  May 
8,  1749;  and  Martha,  born  November  3,  1752. 

Thomas  Holmes,  son  of  John,  passed  his 
entire  life  as  a farmer.  He  married  Margaret 
Patterson,  who  was  born  November  4,  1755,  and 
died  October  19,  1838.  He  died  April  9,  1822. 
Following  is  the  record  of  their  family  of  chil- 
dren: ( 1 ) Sarah,  born  December  18,  1776,  died 

June  4,  1826,  married  Amos  Page,  who  was  born 
February  2,  1777,  and  died  February  4,  1826. 
(2)  John,  born  December  19,  1779,  died  Sep- 
tember 21,  1857,  married  Sarah  Anderson,  who 
was  born  February  25,  1783,  and  died  March  9, 
1S19.  (3)  Grizel,  born  June  1 8,  1782,  died 

April  12,  1832,  married  Thomas  Savory,  who 
died  December  15,1867.  (4)  Peter,  born  Octo- 

ber 10,  1783,  died  July  14,  i860,  married  Olive 
Graves,  who  died  April  3,  1851.  (5)  Robert, 

born  April  7,  1785,  died  July  17,  1825,  married 
Jane  Anderson,  who  died  December  to,  1871. 
(6)  Margaret,  born  February  12,  1787,  died 
February  16,  1868,  married  William  Boyd,  who 
died  July  17,  1841.  (7)  Thomas,  born  Decem- 

ber 18.  1788,  died  July  23,  1848,  married  Sally 
Graves,  who  died  in  August,  1857.  (8)  Abra- 

ham, born  October  13.  1791,  is  mentioned 
below.  (9)  James,  born  March  26,  1793.  died 
March  10,  1867,  married  (first)  Martha  Baker 
and  (second)  Susannah  Coleman.  (10)  Mat- 
thew, born  October'  2,  1795,  died  September  14, 
1874,  married  Betsey  Fitts,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1796,  and  died  January  31,  1856.  ( 1 1 ) 

William,  born  May  24,  1797,  died  May  11,  1885, 
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married  Judith  Noves,  who  died  October  2,  1885.  1 are  now  living  in  New  Haven.  Their  children 
(12)  Jane  F.,  born  April  3,  1799,  died  Novem-  1 are:  Walter  T. , born  January  30,  1871;  Carrie 

ber  1,  1872,  married  George  A.  Raymond,  who  | L.,  born  May  8,  1875;  Florence,  born  February 
was  born  August  25,  1785,  and  died  in  February,  1 2,  1877.  Of  these,  Walter  T.  married  Lulie 
1870.  I Kiernan  April  23,  1896,  and  Carrie  L.  married, 

Abraham  Holmes,  about  1823  or  1S24,  came  1 on  June  10,  1896,  Cyrus  L.  Jones.  (7)  Esther 
to  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  from  the  old  home  in  Lon-  K..  twin  sister  of  A.  Wilson,  born  MarchS,  1844, 
donderry,  N.  H.  (a  part  of  which  is  now  owned  died  February  20.  1847.  (8)  John  Franklin, 

by,  and  is  the  residence  of,  Thomas  Holmes),  born  March  29,  1847,  was  married  August  31, 
and  bought  the  place  where  Dr.  Cushman  now  1869,  to  Lizzie  Rexford  Hatch,  who  was  born 
iives.  This  place  remained  in  the  possession  of  in  Lewisboro,  N.  Y.,  February  6,  1850,  adaugh- 
the  Holmes  family  for  over  sixty  years.  By  oc-  ter  of  Orville  Wells  and  Mary  Hatch.  Their 
cupation  Mr.  Holmes  was  a tanner,  and  he  fol-  ! children  are  Lena  Esther,  born  July  4,  1874; 
lowed  this  trade  some  forty  years.  He  married  I Orville  Wells,  born  November  8,  1877,  and  Irv- 
Esther  Smith,  who  was  born  February  9,  1806,  ing  Smith,  born  August  27,  1884.  Abraham 
and  died  September  6,  1887,  and  they  had  chil-  Holmes,  the  father  of  this  numerous  progeny, 
dren  as  follows:  (1)  Amos,  born  November  2c,  1 was  a very  successful  business  man,  and  spent 

1828,  died  November  24.  1852,  unmarried;  he  I the  later  years  of  his  life  managing  the  farm  in- 

-was  a civil  engineer  on  the  Chicago  & Rock  Isl-  | herited  by  his  wile.  He  was  a Congregational- 

and  railroad.  (2)  Patterson,  born  September  1,  I ist.  and  very  much  interested  in  all  matters 
1830,  married,  on  July  3.  1854,  Helen  M.  Snow,  | pertaining  to  religion.  His  political  preference 
who  was  born  March  1 6,  1835.  He  was  a civil  1 was  for  the  Republican  party,  and  he  carefully 
engineer,  and  served  as  county  surveyor  of  Henry  studied  the  political  issues,  becoming  very  well 
county,  111.,  for  sixteen  years,  and  he  was  also  informed  on  all  sides  of  a question.  He  died 
treasurer  of  the  same  county  six  years.  He  now  July  2,  187S. 

resides  in  Chicago.  Children  as  follows  were  John  F.  Holmes,  whose  name  introduces  this 
born  to  him  and  his  wife:  Lillian  S..  September  25,  l review,  and  whose  life  history  is  of  great  intei- 
1855:  Ida  N.,  April  12,  1857;  Fred  L.,  October  1 est,  was  born  March  29,  1847,  'n  the  town  of 
7,  1864  (married  Lucy  D.  Best  on  September  15,  I Ridgefield.  The  district  schools  and  the  select 
1895);  Charles  P.,  1871  (died  January  t6.  1873);  I school  of  William  O.  Seymour  — the  High 
and  Roy  W..  born  September  )8,  1875.  who  died  ! Ridge  Institute  for  Boys — afforded  him  the 

September  27.  1893.  (3)  Margaret  W.,  born  I means  for  the  foundation  of  the  excellent  educa- 

September  1,  1834,  married,  on  September  25,  | t ion  he  has  acquired  since  leaving  the  schoolroom 
1856.  Linus  O Northrop,  who  was  born  June  9,  bv  wide  and  varied  reading.  At  the  age  of 

1830,  and  they  had  children  as  follows:  Caro  H.,  seventeen  he  saw  his  school  days  vanish, with 

born  October  30,  t86o.  who  married  Lillie  Jen-  only  a bright  happy  memory  in  their  place,  and 
nings  on  June  4,  1885;  Arthur  W.,  born  August  confronted  with  the  sterner  realities  of  existence 
t8.  1862.  who  married  Annie  Hammond  Febru-  j he  began  work  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives, 
ary  4,  1 891 ; and  Horace  W. , born  November  1 1 , I He  has  always  followed  farming  as  an  occupa- 
1864.  who  was  married  January  16,  1895,  to  Lil-  I tion,  and  by  a judicious  use  of  improved  nia- 
lie  Wright,  and  lives  in  New  York  City.  Mar-  1 chinery,  scientific  methods,  proved  efficient  b\ 
garet  (Holmes'!  Northorp  died  August  25.  1S85.  I their  practicability,  and  wise  management,  he 
(4)  Sarah  J.,  born  March  16,  1840,  was  married  ! has  become  one  of  the  important  factors  in  the 
on  November  28.  1861,  to  John  Dempster  Nash,  1 agricultural  world  of  Fairfield  county.  He  has 
who  was  born  May  25,  1838,  and  had  children:  I become  largely  interested  in  fruit  culture. 
Marion  H.,  born  No  ember  15,  1S62;  Luther  R.,  j peaches,  pears  and  quinces  being  his  specialties . 
born  January  22.  1871  (married  Bonnibel  Rem-  | he  was  the  first  in  the  town  to  foresee  the  ad 
ington  October  15.  1896),  and  Howard  P.,  born  I vantages  of  this  culture,  and  is  now  reaping  the 
February  17-  1877-  (5)  Mary'  A.,  born  June  9,  reward  of  his  experiment.  He  is  also  one  of  the 

1842,  was  married  on  June  28,  1871,  to  Charles  largest  onion  growers  in  the  place,  and  the  supe- 
D.  Page,  who  was  born  May  29,  1839.  and  rior  quality  of  his  fruit  and.  produce  finds  it  3 

moved  to  New  Haven.  They  had  the  following  1 ready  market  in  the  larger  cities.  Mr.  Holme? 
children:  Abbie  H .,  born  October  19,  1872,  and  I was'one  of  the  first  board  of  directors  of  the 

Fred  H..  born  November  1,  1874.  The  mother  I Ridgefield  Co-operative  Creamery  Association 
died  Nov  ember  25,  i 880.  (6)  A.  Wilson,  born  1 and  is  now  the  honored  secretary  of  the  associa- 

March  8.  1844-  married,  April  7,  1869,  Emma  J.  I tion,  in  whose  work  he  takes  great  interest.  1,! 
Hurl,  who  was  born  January  13,  1849,  and  they  I local  politics  he  has  played  an  influential  pat'- 
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and  has  long  been  one  of  the  leaders  oi  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  served  his  fellow  citizens 
as  constable  and  grand  juror,  and  in  1887 
he  was  called  upon  to  fill  the  more  impor- 
tant position  of  member  of  the  Legislature. 
He  discharged  the  duties  of  this  office  with  the 
same  fidelity  which  has  characterized  his  work  in 
minor  places,  the  minutest  detail  not  failing  to 
receive  his  attention.  In  the  work  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  he  is  ever  one  of  the  most 
■active,  and  for  twelve  years  has  filled  the  office 
of  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He 
belonged  to  the  State  militia  for  five  years  under 
Captain  Scott.  Few  men  find  time  to  so  con- 
scientiously look  after  the  different  lines  of  work 
that  fall  to  their  lot  as  does  Mr.  Holmes.  What- 
ever he  undertakes  he  does  well  and  faithfully, 
being  sustained  and  cheered  by  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  men. 

Esther  (Smith)  Holmes,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  a daughter  of  Amos  Smith,  whose 
grandfather,  Ebenezer  Smith,  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Ridgefield  in  1709,  locating  on  the 
same  property,  on  Main  street,  near  the  railroad 
station,  which  was  owned  by  Amos  Smith,  and 
which  has  always  been  in  the  Smith  family, being 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  Miss  Evalvn  Smith. 
It  is  also  of  special  interest  that  the  above  men- 
tioned Ebenezer  Smith  was  a grandson  of  John 
Smith,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Mil- 
ford, Conn.,  in  1640,  and  whose  name  is  inscribed 
on  a memorial  bridge  built  over  Indian  river  on 
the  250th  anniversary  of  that  town  in  1890. 
John  Smith,  father  of  Amos  Smith,  was  born 
June  24,  1730,  and  died  February  28,  1779.  On 
October  29,  1751,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Clemence  Mills,  who  was  born  May  18,  1733, 
and  died  March  14,  1828.  In  their  family  were 
children  as  follows:  Lydia,  born  November  19, 

>752:  Abiah,  December  12,  1757;  John,  March 
>759:  Sarah,  September  26,  1763;  Phebe 
November  16,  1765;  and  Amos,  mentioned 
below. 


Amos  Smith  was  born  November  12,  1768, 
and  died  March  13,  1859.  He  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  a farmer,  and  acquired  considerable 
property,  at  the  time  of  his  death  having  about 
three  hundred  acres  of  land.  On  January  1, 
'797.  he  married  Sarah  Keeler,  who  was  born 
pnl  26,  1774,  and  died  September  19,  1854. 
M n'r  un'on  was  blessed  with  twelve  children: 
ilhcent,  born  November  30,  179 7,  died  Decem- 
er  24.  1865;  Betsey,  born  October  23,  1799, 
■e  August  19,  1869;  John,  born  February  17, 
'»oi,  died  August  27,  1848;  Philip  L.,  born 
2’  1802,  died  February  14,  1857; 

ephen,  born  August  10,  1804,  died  February 


26,  1879;  Esther,  mother  of  our  subject;  Sylves- 
ter, born  November  25,  1807,  died  December 
25,  1827;  Emma,  born  October  6,  1809,  died 
November  21,  1896;  Amos,  born  October  4,  181 1, 
died  May  4,  1881;  Harvey  K.,  born  March  15, 
1813,  died  June  21,  1887;  Benjamin,  born  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1815,  died  January  to,  1891,  in  Chi- 
cago; and  Samuel,  born  October  18,  1816,  died 
August  2i,  1889. 


DANIEL  B.  BRADLEY,  Jr.,  of  Westport, 

is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  locality, 

and  is  now  serving  with  marked  ability  and  suc- 
cess as  judge  of  probate  for  his  district.  While 
he  is  a Republican  of  the  stanchest  sort,  his  pub- 
lic spirit  is  recognized  by  the  people  of  all  part- 
ies, and  few  men  enjoy  as  wide  a popularity 
as  he. 

The  Judge  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  fam- 
ilies of  the  town  of  Westport,  and  his  great- 
grandfather, Maj.  Daniel  Bradley,  who  was  a 
farmer  in  that  town,  was  an  officer  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary army,  his  commission  bearing  the  sig- 
nature of  General  Washington.  Daniel  B.  Brad- 
ley (1),  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Westport,  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
there  throughout  life.  Daniel  B.  Bradley  (2), 
our  subject’s  father,  known  as  Daniel  B.  Brad- 
ley, Sr.,  was  born  in  Westport,  in  November, 
1823,  and  is  now  living  there  upon  his  farm.  He 
is  an  excellent  citizen,  highly  respected,  and  in 
politics  is  a stanch  Republican,  while  in  religious 
faith  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  Congregation- 
alists.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  M.  Henshaw,  of 
Westport,  daughter  of  Samuel  Henshaw,  who 
was  a native  of  Fairfield.  Their  four  children 
are  all  living,  and  are  residents  of  the  town  of 
Westport.  William  is  a farmer  by  occupation; 
Daniel  B.,  Jr.,  is  our  subject;  Emily  married 
Robert  H.  Coley;  and  Frances  A.  is  the  wife  of 
William  F.  Ellwood,  a merchant  of  Southport 
village. 

Judge  Bradley  was  born  April  11.  1850,  at 
the  old  homestead,  where  his  boyhood  was 
chiefly  spent.  After  completing  the  course  offered 
in  the’  local  schools  he  attended  the  academy  at 
Greens  Farms,  and  Bryant  & Stratton  s Business 
College  at  Bridgeport,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  began  teaching  school.  This  occupation 
he  continued  successfully  for  six  years  in  the 
town  of  Westport  and  at  Hempstead,  L.  L, 
then  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking 
business  at  Mount  Kisco,  N.  Y.,  witH  L.  B.  Gor- 
ham,  under  the  firm  name  of  Gorham  & Brad- 
ley. After  two  years  he  sold  his  interest  and  re- 
turned to  Westport,  where  he  has  ever  since 
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been  interested  in  agriculture.  He  has  always  1 
been  active  in  local  affairs,  and  has  held  numer-  | 
ous  public  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  1 
serving  eleven  years  as  selectman,  ten  years  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  two  years  as  president  of  I 
the  board  of  education,  and  for  a still  longer  I 
time  as  a member  of  the  latter  body.  In  Octo-  I 
ber,  1896,  he  was  elected  judge  of  probate,  and 
he  is  also  identified  at  the  present  time  with  vari- 
ous movements  for  local  improvement,  having  1 
been  a director  in  the  Willow  Brook  Cemetery  | 
Association  for  ten  years  past.  His  sagacity  and  I 
foresight  are  appreciated  in  business  circles,  and  | 
for  eight  years  he  has  been  a director  in  the  1 
First  National  Bank  at  Westport.  Socially,  he 
and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  the  Knights  i 
of  Pvthias  and  the  Westport  Grange,  P.  of  H.  I 
In  religious  connection  he  belongs  to  Trinity  | 
Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a member  of  the  1 
vestry. 

On  December  29,  1875,  Judge  Bradley  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  A.  Coley,  daughter  of  Lonson 
Coley,  a well-known  resident  of  Westport.  She 
passed  to  the  unseen  world  April  27,  1 890,  and  in 
November.  1892,  he  married  Mrs.  Grace  A. 
Weed,  daughter  of  Flovd  K.  and  Eleanor  Hunt, 
of  Ridgefield,  this  county,  where  her  paternal 
ancestors  settled  in  pioneer  times.  Bv  his  first 
marriage  the  Judge  had  two  children:  Herbert 

S.  (now  deceased)  and  Edith  C.  ; 


-TitT/lLLIAM  RUNDLE  FIELD.  The  Field  | 
j/V  homestead  in  the  Mill  Plain  District,  town  | 
of  Danbury,  Fairfield  county,  is  a beautiful  estate  | 
of  120  acres,  lying  on  the  line  between  New  j 
York  and  Connecticut,  and  it  has  been  in  the  j 
possession  of  the  family  since  17  — , the  well-  | 
known  agriculturist  whose  name  appears  at  the 
opening  of  this  sketch  being  of  the  fifth  genera- 
tion in  descent  from  the  first  purchaser.  It  con- 
sists partlv  of  woodland,  a number  of  acres 
being  heavily  timbered,  but  the  remainder  is  kept 
in  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Field  was  born  upon  this  estate  Novem- 
ber 9,  1850,  and  has  always  resided  there.  His 
education  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  Mill 
Plain,  and  during  boyhood  he  also  acquired  a 1 
practical  knowledge  of  farm  work.  On  leaving  1 
school  he  continued  to  assist  his  father,  relieving  ! 
him  of  active  care,  and  at  his  death  becoming  | 
the  sole  owner  of  the  place.  He  keeps  about  | 
twenty  head  of  cattle  and  horses,  and  is  a gen-  1 
eral  farmer,  making  no  specialties  in  his  work.  ; 
While  he  has  never  had  the  wish  to  enter  po-  1 
litical  life,  he  feels  a keen  interest  in  all  ques-  1 


tions  which  affect  the  public  welfare,  local  or 
national,  and  his  influence  is  given  to  the  support 
of  the  Democratic  party. 

On  October  2 1 , 1874,  Mr.  Field  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Raymond,  and  one  son  brightens  their 
home,  Raymond  T.,  born  October  14,  1886. 
Mrs.  Field  was  born  December  13,  1850,  the 
youngest  of  the  eight  children  of  John  D.  and 
Eliza  (Raymond)  Raymond,  of  Danbury.  The 
others  were — William  (deceased  March 22,  1891), 
who  married  Susan  Dibble,  of  Bethel,  and  had 
two  children — Carrie  and  Grace;  Henry  (deceased 
March  18,  1862),  who  married  Sophia  Smith, 
and  has  one  son,  Arthur;  George  N.,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Emily  Sherwood,  and  resides  in  Bridge- 
port; John  M.,  who  married  Miss  Lucy  Abbott, 
and  died  in  1 SS9  (she  survives);  Charles,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Mary  Catherine,  wife  of  James 
B.  Wildman,  of  Danbury,  who  has  two  children 
— Chaster  and  Bessie;  and  Sarah  (deceased  Au- 
gust 11,  1887).  who  was  the  wife  of  George  Bar- 
num,  of  Danbury. 

The  Field  family  is  of  English  descent,  and  a 
brief  history  of  the  branch  to  which  our  subject 
belongs  will  be  of  interest.  The  name  has  under- 
gone some  changes,  being  rendered  Feld,  Feild, 
or  Field,  by  various  families  of  Harton,  Shipley. 
Heaton  and  Ardsley,  in  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  England,  and  of  Bavside,  Flushing, 
N.  Y.  The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  an 
authentic  mention  is  one  William  Feld  of  the 
Parish  Bradford,  Yorkshire,  England,  letters  of 
administration  having  been  granted  on  April  21, 
1480,  to  his  widow  Katharine,  as  administratrix 
of  his  estate.  [Of  the  second  and  third  genera- 
tions we  have  no  record.] 

IV.  William  Feild,  of  Great  Horton,  parish 
of  Bradford.  Yorkshire,  Eng.,  was  named  in  the 
will  of  his  brother  Thomas,  and  obtained  a grant 
of  land  in  Horton,  in  1590,  from  John  de  Lacy, 
Lord  of  Horton.  His  will  was  dated  March  3. 
159S-99,  and  proved  July  4,  1 599;  he  was  buried 
at  Bradford  May  23,  1599.  Jenet,  his  wile,  who 
was  named  in  her  husband’s  will,  was  buried  in 
Bradford  Church  June  14,  1612.  V.  William 
Feild  resided  in  Somerley,  parish  of  Halifax,  in 
1591,  and  at  North  Ouram,  same  parish,  m 
1593.  He  was  named  in  his  brother  Roberts 
will,  and  his  own  was  dated  July  15-  i6'9'  an° 
proved  November  10,  1619.  He  was  buried  at 
Halifax  July  24.  1619.  His  wife  Susan,  daughter 
of  John  Midgley,  of  North  Ouram,  was  baptize 
at  Halifax  December  5,  15 — , and  was  marrie 
there  June  1,  1591.  Her  will,  dated  February 
24,  1622-23.  "'as  proved  May  14,  1623,  and  she 
was  buried  at  Halifax,  March  6,  1622-23.  '■ 
Robert  Field,  born  at  Halifax  March  9,  1605-0°. 
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was  named  in  the  wills  of  both  parents.  On 
August  23,  1638,  he  was  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  and 
on  October  10,  1645,  he  was  a patentee  of 
Flushing,  N.  Y. ; he  died  there  in  1673  at  his  | 
home  in  Bayside.  He  was  married  at  Bradford,  | 
May  18,  1630,  to  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth 
Taylor,  and  a third  wife.  Charity,  was  living  at  i 
the  time  of  his  death. 

VII.  Anthony  Field,  of  Flushing,  was  granted  1 
lands  by  his  father  by  deed  dated  February  12,  I 
1653.  He  signed  public  documents  in  1656-57,  i 
and  is  named  in  patents  of  Flushing  of  February  i 
16,  1665.  He  was  dead  when  his  son  Benjamin  ! 
was  married  in  1691.  Susannah  his  wife,  named  i 
in  a letter  to  her  daughter-in-law,  Hannah  1 
Bowne,  was  living  November  30,  1691.  VIII.  I 
Benjamin  Field,  of  Flushing,  L.  1.,  N.  Y. , the  1 
youngest  son  of  Anthony,  was  born  in  1690,  and  I 
died  at  Flushing  December  1,  1732.  He  is  de- 
scribed in  arecordas  "an  ancient  Friend.”  His  I 
third  wife,  whom  he  married  at  Flushing  April  I 
'3.  1727.  was  Sarah  Taylor,  a widow.  Her  will, 
dated  November  26,  1732,  was  proved  March 
2°,  1734,  and  leaves  her  property  to  her  grand- 
sons, Doughty  and  March.  IX.  Joseph  Field, 
named  in  the  records  of  Flushing,  was  born  there  ! 
June  12,  1702,  and  was  the  purchaser  of  the 
present  homestead.  He  married  Mary  (or  Molly) 
Denton  about- 1719.  Their  children  were:  Solo- 
mon, born  1738,  died  1815;  Nehemiah,  born 
February,  1740,  died  December  20,  1814; 

Joseph,  who  was  an  officer  in  the  American  army 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  died  unmarried; 
Gilbert,  born  1743,  died  June  17,  1832;  Nancy, 
born  1745;  Comfort,  born  1746,  died  February 
24,  1829;  Elnathan  was  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject;  Mary,  born  (no  record);  Hannah, 
born  1760,  died  February  25,  1835;  Rebecca, 
born  February  28.  1764,  died  January  1 S,  1843. 

N.  Elnathan  Field  died  in  June  or  July,  1814. 
He  married  Jane  Palmer,  and  resided  at  the 
present  homestead.  He  had  five  children: 
Joseph,  our  subject’s  grandfather;  Molly,  Elias, 
Hepsibeth  and  Betsey.  XI.  Joseph,  who  was 
orn  January  30,  1779,  at  Ridgefield.  Conn., 
led  October  8,  1859,  in  Southeast.  On  Febru- 
2-ry  n,  1801,  he  married  Mary  Rundle,  who  was 
born  in  New  Fairfield,  January  28,  1778,  and 
died  November  17,  1826.  They  had  eleven 
e 1 dren,  whose  names,  with  dates  of  birth  and 
eath  are  as  follows:  Delight,  April  22,  1803 — 
June  2,  1848:  Selah,  June  24,  1805 — September 
9.  1889;  Electa,  April  20,  1807— May  31,  1896; 
arr,®t’  April  10,  1809 — February  20,  1812;  Bet- 
oy,  March  11,  i8n — February  26,  1871;  Isaac 

ompson,  December  9,  1812 — March  23,  1895; 

orge.  November  4,  1814— August  16,  1837; 


Mary  A.,  August  22,  1817,  still  living;  William 
R.,  April  21,  1819 — January  27,  1844,  at  Hunts- 
burg,  Ohio;  Jane,  May  29,  1821 — April  23,  1882, 
at  Catskill,  N.  Y. ; Joseph,  March  3,  1823 — De- 
cember 1,  1895. 

XII.  Isaac  Thompson  Field,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  born  at  Madison,  Madison  Co.,  N. 
Y.  He  was  a Quaker  in  religious  faith.  In 
early  manhood  he  followed  the  hatter’s  trade, 
but  after  spending  eleven  years  at  that  occupa- 
tion he  bought  the  old  homestead  from  a brother- 
in-law  and  settled  there,  his  death  occurring  in 
Danbury.  On  October  9,  1846,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  A.  Brush,  who  died  December  7,  1876. 
Of  their  four  children,  the  eldest,  John  Brush, 
born  August  n,  1847,  married  Miss  Jane  Shep- 
ard, and  died  in  1870,  leaving  no  children. 
Mary  Jane,  born  October  21,  1848,  died  January 
18,  1875,  unmarried.  William  R.  was  the  third 
in  the  family.  Lucy  E.,  born  March  12,  1853, 
married  Byron  P.  Risley,  of  Hamilton,  Madison 
Co.,  N.  Y..  and  they  have  had  four  children — 
John  T.,  Mary  J.  and  Field  A.,  living,  and  one 
that  died  in  infancy. 


GHARLES  E.  MOREHOUSE,  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  the  town 
of  Redding,  represents  the  third  generation  in 
the  family  who  have  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits. 

William  Morehouse,  his  grandfather,  was 
born  November  12,  1786,  in  the  town  of  Mar- 
gall,  Conn.,  and  was  there  educated.  Early  in 
life  he  located  in  the  town  of  Sharon,  Litchfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  for  the  first  few  nights  slept 
under  the  ox-cart  in  which  he  traveled.  He  be- 
gan the  manufacture  of  brick  there,  and  made 
the  greater  number  that  went  into  construction 
of  the  early  houses  and  church  buildings  of  that 
town.  He  erected  a brick  mill,  and  in  addition 
to  the  milling  business  conducted  a feed  store 
and  sold  lumber.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  the  town,  held  local  offices, 
and  was  a man  of  influence  in  the  community. 
In  politics  he  was  a pronounced  Democrat.  He 
married  Miss  Julia  Stone,  who  was  born  Febru- 
ary 27,  1754.  at  Margall,  Conn.,  and  died  March 

10  1825.  Their  children  were:  (1)  Julius,  born 

in  the  town  of  Sharon,  married  Elizabeth  Den- 
nison, and  figured  quite  conspicuously  m public 
affairs;  he  was  a fluent  and  able  speaker,  of  Dem- 
ocratic views,  and  held  various  town  offices.  By 
occupation  he  was  a miller  and  farmer.  Their 
children  were:  Julia  (Mrs.  Charles  Prindle),  Al- 
bina  (Mrs.  Gerden  Van  Rensselaer),  James, 
Annie,  Joseph,  Lilly,  and  Henry.  (2)  Chauncey 
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(father  of  our  subject),  born  in  the  town  of  Sha- 
ron, Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  July  15,  1820,  was 
educated  in  the  local  schools,  then  went  into  the 
milling  business  with  his  father.  After  a few 
years  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  mill  to  one  of  his 
brothers,  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and 
dealing  in  cattle,  becoming  quite  an  extensive 
speculator:  also  dealing  largely  in  sheep  and 
horses.  He  was  a great  Church  man,  being  a 
member  of  and  senior  warden  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  town  of  Sharon.  He  was  well 
read  and  posted  in  religious  matters,  and  pos- 
sessed the  ability  and  power  to  make  his  influ- 
ence in  this  direction  felt  in  the  community.  He 
married  Clarissa  Dennison,  a daughter  of 
James  and  Rebecca  (Couch)  Dennison,  the 
former  a prominent  Mason  and  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  The  children  born  to  this 
marriage  (all  born  in  the  town  of  Sharon)  are: 
William  was  a druggist  at  Southport,  and  died 
unmarried  when  need  twenty-two;  Charles  E.  is 
mentioned  farther  on;  Annie  died  unmarried; 
Jennie  married  Alanson  Hallock,  and  had  chil- 
dren— Chauncy,  Clara,  Willie,  Mary  and  Jesse; 
Arthur,  a farmer  of  the  town  of  Sharon,  married 
Hulda  Hill,  and  they  have  one  child,  Stephen; 
Clara  married  Aaron  Marsh,  a farmer  of  New 
Milford.  Conn.,  and  has  children  as  follows — 
Jennie,  Sadie  and  Julia;  and  Frank  is  unmarried. 
(3)  Orinda  was  born  December  23,  1822,  and 
married  Henry  Couch.  (4)  Jane  Ann  was  born 
August  17,  1833,  and  married  Southard  Hitch- 
cock. 

Charles  E.  Morehouse  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Sharon,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  February  27, 
1851.  He  attended  the  common  schools  and  a 
select  school  of  his  town.  His  school  days  over, 
he  engaged  for  a time  in  the  distillery  business, 
then  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  specu- 
lating in  stock— cattle,  sheep  and  horses.  He 
owns  a large  farm  of  over  three  hundred  acres  in 
the  town  of  Redding,  Fairfield  county,  where  he 
carries  on  operations  quite  extensively.  He  is  a 
most  capable  business  man  and  systematic 
farmer,  influential  in  the  countv  where  he  is 
widely  known  and  highly  esteemed’.  Mr.  Moore- 
house,  as  was  his  father  and  grandfather  before 
him,  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views, 
although  he  does  not  always  vote  the  ticket  of 
that  party,  reserving  the  right  to  vote  in  keep- 
ing with  his  judgment  of  men  best  fitted  for  the 
office  under  the  conditions  that  arise  He  is 
identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a 
member  of  Hamilton  Lodge  No.  54,  of  Sharon 

On  January  12,  1881,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Anna  F Wilson,  and  they  have  no  children 
bhe  is  the  daughter  of  Z.  Burr  Wilson,  and 


granddaughter  of  Burr  Wilson.  The  latter  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Easton,  received  a good 
common-school  education,  and  through  life  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Politically  he 
i was  a Republican,  and  was  active  in  the  public 
I affairs  of  his  town,  holding  different  offices,  and 
I was  a citizen  .of  worth.  He  was  identified  with 
I the  Congregational  Church.  He  married  Polly 
I Burr,  and  their  children  were  as  follows:  Aaron 
1 married  Angeline  W'inton;  Harriet  married  Moses 
i Ogden;  Eliza  is  single;  Sarah  married  William 
\ Corning;  Z.  Burr;  and  Esther  married  Alba  Will- 
I iams.  Z.  Burr  Wilson  was  a native  of  Easton, 

I where  his  birth  occurred  July  2,  1834.  He  mar- 
I ried  Amelia  Ogden,  a daughter  of  Hezekiah  and 
i Betsey  (Banks)  Ogden,  farming  people  of  the 
1 town  of  Greenfield,  Fairfield  county,  and  had 
I children:  (1)  Hattie,  who  was  deaf  and  dumb, 

I married  William  Bunnell,  and  had  one  child — 
| Estelle.  (2)  Anna  F.,  born  in  the  town  ol 
i Easton,  January  3,  i860,  received  a common- 
! school  education,  and  married  Charles  E.  More- 
i house.  (3)  Ella  married  Edward  Gillette,  and 
i has  three  children — Clifford,  Mary  and  Dorothy, 
j (4)  Mattie  died  when  young.  (5)  Sarah  married 
I Elmer  Andrews;  has  four  children — Clarence, 

| Mattie,  William  and  Lillian. 

James  Dennison,  grandfather  of  our  subject. 

1 was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  when  a 
| young  man  came  to  America,  locating  for  a 
| period  in  New  York,  where  he  was  for  a time  an 
1 auctioneer  in  the  employ  of  Silas  Mann.  He 
1 was  also  at  one  time  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
l ness  in  the  same  city.  He  finally  moved  to  the 
I town  of  Redding,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he 
1 engaged  in  farming.  He  was  active  in  the  Ma- 
1 sonic  fraternity,  being  a member  of  the  lodge  in 
I Redding  town.  He  married  Rebecca  Couch,  and 
I their  children  were:  (1)  Abbie  J.  married  Joseph 

| Jennings,  and  had  one  child — James,  who  mar- 
| ried  Nettie  Hubbel;  he  is  an  undertaker  in  Nor- 
i walk.  Conn. ; had  no  children.  (2)  William,  a 
I farmer,  died  unmarried.  (3)  Mary  Ann  also 
I died  unmarried.  (4)  James  (a  farmer)  marrie 
! Margaret  Jackson. and  had  two  children  James. 
i who  died  when  young,  and  Cynthia.  (5)  Ehza- 
I beth  (mentioned  before).  (6)  Clarissa  (men 
I tioned  before). 


E'DWARD  J.  BUCKINGHAM.  The  Buck- 

’1  ingham  family,  which  is  one  of  the  ol  es 

in  Connecticut,  is  of  Welsh  origin,  and  the  su 
ject  of  this  sketch,  a well-known  merchant  0 
Huntington  Center,  is  of  the  seventh  generation 
in  descent  from  Rev.  Thomas  Buckingham, 
l native  of  Wales,  who  sailed  from  London,  ns 
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land,  in  the  ship  “Hector,”  arriving  in  Boston 

v ne  w'J63/-  He  became  a pioneer  settler  of 
New  Milford.  II.  Samuel  Buckingham,  son  of 
Thomas,  was  born  in  166S.  III.  Samuel  Buck- 
ingham, son  of  Samuel  (II),  was  born  in  1600 
and  died  in  Old  Milford  in  1745.  It  is  certain 
that  he  had  property  m that  town,  but  there  is 
no  evidence  that  he  lived  there  for  any  length  of 
nm'  IVV Enoch  Buckingham,  son  of  Samuel 
(111),  was  born  December  15,  1740,  and  died 
May  12,  1814. 

V.  Enoch  Buckingham,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Milford,  Conn.,  April 
21,  1778,  and  died  at  Huntington,  Conn.,  July 
j 1645  ,He  was  a builder  of  no  small  repute 
the,  finest  h°uses  in  the  town  were  ! 
bo  lt  by  him.  He  enlisted  from  the  town  of  1 
Huntington  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  served  gal-  j 
lantly  throughout  the  war.  His  wife,  whose  ' 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Patterson,  was  a native 
f ‘he  town  of  Easton,  this  county.  Thev  had 
n.ne  children:  Betsy,  Maria,  Mary,  Joel  (who  was 
superintendent  of  the  Norwalk  Lock  Company  at 

SS.a'"l“7‘  '*™»  “ «»”•■»“») 

vV  '™  “J  m»  »l>0  had  died  in  inline,. 

• William  Buckingham,  our  subject’s  fa- 


mg,  L.  I.,  where  her  father,  Bradley  Thorp, 
a native  of  Easton,  this  county,  was  en- 
gaged in  the  milling  business.  No  children 
have  blessed  this  union.  Politically,  Mr. 
Buckingham  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  influ- 
ential  in  local  affairs,  being  always  ready  to  pro- 
mote  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  He 
is  treasurer  of  the  Village  Improvement  Associa- 
tion, which  he  helped  to  organize,  and  he  was 
instrumental  in  incorporating  the  Old  Cemetery 
Association  in  Huntington.  Socially,  he  and  his 
wife  are  prominent,  and  they  are  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  holds 
the  office  of  vestryman.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 


th  r w born  April  , Ig22i  jn  theJtowSn  of 

there  fwmaand  f°llo'^ed  agricultural  pursuits 
t i8q„  years,  his  death  occurring  April 

Rennhr  6 was,a  Prominent  citizen,  a stanch 

^miresent  'h  p01t'cs’.  and  ln  188.  was  chosen 
represent  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature 

!>«  • Pre.bv,,,S iTbe 

Humid, *lfe  were  members  of  the  Church  at 
Shelton*  ' CT‘  He  marri'ed  Miss  Harriet  N. 
Huntington  me'?ber  of  a prominent  family  of 
biography  ann"  * °f  Dr  Shelton'  whose 

Ed*»rd  Jo'o’uLu^ec',0””  °'  H”,ine,on; 

I2,  i8t2  ^a't'Th^  ^‘i^^’agha111  was  born  March 
and  his  youth  wac°  d homes,ead  in  Huntington, 
to  coumrv  fP6nt  m the  manner  common 

attendance^  at^the  • WOrH  ^mating  with 
remained  at  h h dls.  r,ct  nearby.  He 

old,  when  he  deHd  hV’  he  WaS  about  ‘birty  years 
ness,  and  on  engaRe  in  mercantile  busi- 

HontiSon  cZ  ^ ’’  he  removed  to 
ducted  a general  Y*  where  be  bas  ever  since  con- 
known  as^the  “ OIH°pe'  cjhe  buiiding-  whicb  is 
est  in  the  town  h Post  ^tore>” is°ne  of  the  old- 
^ resides  havinS  ,been  built  in  ,77,,  and 
in  itsell  an  • °USe  wb’cb  was  built  in  1772-73, 

On  Se4r,Tt,n/areiiC  °f  the  olden  ti£: 

r,ed  Miss  Annie  B T1!878’  ^ Buck,ngham  mar- 

ftnnie  B.  Thorp,  who  was  born  at  Flush- 


WILLIAM  FAIRCHILD,  a leading  agri- 
culturist of  Newtown,  is  a representative 
of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  that  locality,  and 
in  the  course  of  a long  and  useful  life  has  dis- 
played the  qualities  that  distinguish  a good  citi- 
zen. 

Mr.  Fairchild  was  born  October  4,  1820,  on 
the  same  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies 
as  a homestead.  He  received  a good  education 
for  his  time,  attending  first  the  Taunton  district 
school  under  the  tuition  of  Harry  Peck,  and  later 
a private  school  conducted  by  the  same  teacher. 
His  early  course  of  study  has  been  supplemented 
by  a wide  range  of  reading,  and  he  is  well  in- 
formed upon  the  various  topics  of  the  day.  In 
his  youth  he  and  his  brother,  Henry,  engaged  in 
farming  at  the  old  homestead,  and  continued  for 
some  years,  making  additions  from  time  to  time 
until  they  had  an  extensive  tract  of  land  under 
cultivation.  After  a time  they  divided  the  farm, 
owing  to  the  marriage  of  Henry,  our  subject  se- 
curing the  portion  formerly  belonging  to  his  par- 
ents, where  he  now  has  a modern  residence,  re- 
placing the  one  in  which  he  first  saw  the  light. 
As  his  industry  and  thrift  have  brought  to  him 
their  due  returns,  he  has  invested  in  more  land 
until  he  now  owns  about  150  acres,  making  one 
of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  the  town.  He  is 
a judicious  manager,  being  noted  for  his  shrewd 
use  of  his  opportunities  for  success,  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
neighborhood.  Politically  he  has  always  been  a 
Republican,  but  while  he  takes  much  interest  in 
local  affairs  he  has  never  been  an  office  seeker. 

In  religious  work  he  is  active  as  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Newtown,  in  which  he 
has  for  some  time  served  as  deacon. 

His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Adeline 
Johnson,  is  a daughter  of  Charles  Johnson,  a 
well-known  resident  of  Newtown.  They  had 
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three  children:  (i)  Charles  Johnson,  born  June  I law.  He  rarely  takes  an  active  part  in  litigated 

i S,  1852,  died  January  6,  1880.  (2)  Julia  Mer-  1 cases,  and  never  cares  to  make  himself  promi- 

ritt,  born  July  5,  1855,  was  married  October  4,  nent  as  a public  debater;  but  when  circumstances 
1876,  to  George  C.  Stahl,  of  Toledo.  Ohio.  (3)  require  it,  he  wields  a ready  tongue,  and  his 
William  H.,  born  August  2",  1859.  became  a sharp  repartee  and  mirthful  wit  make  him  a for- 
bookkeeper  in  New  York  City;  he  was  married  midable  antagonist.  At  party  caucuses  and  town 
January  18,  18S2,  to  Miss  Nettie  A.  Hartshorn,  meetings  he  is  usually  moderator,  and  on  such 
of  Manchester,  N.  H.,  and  died  March  17,  1889.  occasions  he  presides  with  dignity  and  fairness. 

often  controlling  unruly  crowds  by  the  magnet- 
ism of  his  voice  and  his  telling  gestures. 

Jj'UDGE  GEORGE  GORDON  McNALL  is  a Since  the  organization  of  the  Greenwich 
native  of  New  York  State,  having  been  born  Water  Company,  in  1880,  he  has  been  its  sec- 
]une  2,  1857,  in  the  city  of  Utica.  The  Me-  retarv,  and  for  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been  the 
Nalls  were  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians,  who  set-  attorney  for  the  borough  of  Greenwich, 
tied  in  Connecticut.  Hollister,  the  historian,  As  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  Judge 

says  that  in  172 7 the  town  of  Union  was  settled  McNall  has  been  prominent  for  several  years, 
by  William  McNall  and,  later,  others  of  the  same  and  as  an  officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  has  lie- 
name  immigrated,  and  were  the  original  settlers  quently  acted  on  important  judicial  committees, 
of  what  is  now  the  town  of  Scotland.  In  all  the  He  is  past  master  of  Acacia  Lodge,  of  Green- 
wars  following  their  settlement — the  Colonial  wich,  and  is  a member  of  Rittenhouse  Chapter, 
wars,  the  Revolution  and  the  war  of  1S12 — they  R.  A.  M.,  and  of  Washington  Council,  of  Royal 
were  prominent  as  soldiers.  The  grandfather  of  and  Select  Masons  of  Stamford.  He  belongs  to 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  settled  in  Utica  early  Palestine  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of 
in  the  present  century.  Preceding  him,  also  New  York  City,  and  also  to  Mecca  Temple  of 
from  Connecticut,  town  of  Lebanon,  were  the  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a thirty-second-degree 
Meacham-Tilden  families,  then  prominent  as  Mason,  being  a member  of  Lafayette  Consistory, 
New  York  families,  but  proud  of  their  Connecti-  A.  and  A.  Scottish  Rite.  Bridgeport.  In  Janu- 
cut  origin  ary,  1899,  he  was  elected  grand  master  of  the 

It  is  from  these  families  that  Judge  McNall  is  State,  and  is  now  occupying  that  position, 
descended  on  his  mother's  side.  He  has  resided  For  many  years  Judge  McNall  has  been  a 
in  Greenwich  since  he  was  nine  years  of  age,  member  of  Christ  Church  (Episcopal),  and  at 
and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  that  the  annual  parish  meeting  in  1898  was  chosen 
town.  Leaving  school,  he  was  employed  as  a its  honorary  counsel. 

clerk  in  the  office  of  the  town  clerk,  which  Judge  McNall  has  acquired  by  careful  study 
position  he  held  for  seven  consecutive  years.  a comprehensive  and  finished  education.  He 

In  1 882  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  In  1886  has  devoted  much  time  to  history,  and  the 
and  again  in  1888  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  different  religions  of  the  various  races.  He  is 
Court  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Greenwich,  not  only'  a frequent  book-buyer,  but  constant 
His  term  of  office  expiring  in  1890,  he  resumed  j reader,  and  in  discussion  of  a subject  readily 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession.  The  result  j refers  from  memorv  to  the  authorities, 
of  the  vote  of  the  electors  of  Connecticut  in  the  Judge  McNall  was  married  to  Mrs.  Emma 
Presidential  election  of  1892  was  transmitted  to  Frances  Montells  on  the  24th  of  April,  1 899. 
the  Vice-President  by  the  hand  of  Judge  McNall. 

In  1893  he  was  appointed  by  the  General  Assem-  " — 

bly.  Deputy  Judge  of  the  Borough  Court  of  » ARON  ROWLAND  SMITH.  Few  men  in 

Greenwich,-  and  upon  the  decease  of  Judge  H.  J&L  Shelton  have  done  as  much  for  the  devel- 
W.  R.  Hoyt,  in  April,  1894.  succeeded  to  the  opment  and  improvement  of  that  thriving  bor- 
position  of  Judge,  ably  filling  the  unexpired  ough  as  has  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  To  name 
term.  In  November,  1 898,  he  was  again  elected  the  enterprises  with  which  he  is  and  has  been  in- 
Judge  of  Probate,  being  the  only  Democratic  terested,  either  as  promoter  or  manager,  would 
candidate  elected  in  the  State.  His  term  of  be  to  give  a list  of  all  the  important  movements 
office  will  expire  January  1,  1901.  in  that  locality,  and  he  has  gained  more  than 

Judge  McNalls  early  experience  as  town  local  reputation  as  a man  of  sound  practical 
clerk  and  Judge  of  Probate  has  made  him  famil-  judgment  combined  with  executive  ability  of  a 
iar  with  local  la-nd  titles,  also  the  settlement  of  high  order. 

estates,  and  has  aided  him  in  building  up  a large  j Mr.  Smith's  family  is  of  English  origin,  his 
and  lucrative  practice  in  real-estate  and  probate  I ancestors  coming  to  America  at  an  early  period 
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and  settling  in  New  Jersey  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Several  members  of  the  family 
took  part  in  that  struggle  on  the  side  of  this 
country,  and  in  every  generation  a patriotic  spirit 
has  been  shown.  Capt.  Benjamin  Smith,  our 
subject's  grandfather,  who  won  his  title  by  gal- 
lant service  in  the  war  of  1 8 1 ^ . was  a farmer  in 
Essex  county,  N.  J.,  and  died  there,  in  1873,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years. 

William  Allen  Smith,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Essex  county,  N.  J.,  and  be- 
came a successful  agriculturist,  owning  a fine 
farm  near  Elizabethport.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a Presbyterian,  and  in  politics  he  was  for 
many  years  a Democrat,  but  the  issues  which  re- 
sulted in  the  Civil  war  led  him  to  become  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He  married 
Miss  Phcebe  Hand,  who  was  born  and  reared  upon 
a farm  adjoining  that  of  his  father.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Ira  and  Rhoda  Hand. and  her  ancestors 
removed  from  Long  Island  to  New  Jersey  at  an 
early  date.  This  worthy  couple  had  eleven  chil- 
dren: (1)  Eveline,  who  died  in  childhood;  (2)  Eli- 
jah. who  served  in  the  Union  army  throughout 
the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  1890 
(he  became  first  lieutenant);  (3 > Edwin,  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  who  resides  in  Newark,  N.  J., 
and  was  for  some  time  engaged  in  the  business 
of  electro-silver  plating;  (4)  Ira,  also  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  now  residing  in  Newark,  N.  J.; 
{5)  Benjamin,  also  a resident  of  Newark,  who 
also  served  in  the  Union  army;  (6)  Irene,  who 
married  William  Earl,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  formerly  of  Newark,  N.  ).,  and  now  of 
Hartford,  Conn.;  (7)  Myron,  who  died  during 
the  period  of  the  Civil  war;  (S',  Aaron  Rowland, 
our  subject;  (9)  Moses,  who  died  in  infancy  (a 
twin  of  our  subject);  (101  Angeline,  wife  of 
Walter  Kelly,  of  Newark,  N.  J.  ; and  ( 1 1 ) Eve- 
line. who  died  in  infancy.  The  father  of  this 
family  died  in  Union  county,  New  Jersey,  in 
185S:  the  mother  passed  away  in  1878  at  New- 
ark, New  Jersey.  All  four  of  the  sons,  that  were 
old  enough  at  the  time  the  Civil  war  broke  out, 
went  into  the  Union  army  from  New  Jersey,  as 
privates,  at  the  first  call  for  volunteers,  and 
served  throughout  the  entire  four  years  of  the 
war:  and  when  mustered  out  of  the  service  at 
the  close  of  the  war  each  one  had  become  a 
commissioned  officer  in  the  army,  as  follows: 
Elijah,  first  lieutenant;  Edwin,  first  lieutenant; 
Ira,  captain;  and  Benjamin,  second  lieutenant. 
All  the  sons  of  the  family  have  always  been 
stanch  Republicans. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  7,  1852,  at  Eliza- 
bethport, N.  J.,  whence  during  boyhood  he 
removed  to  Newark,  where  he  received  his  edu- 


1 cation.  On  leaving  school  he  entered  the 
1 employ  of  Redfield  & Rice,  silver  manufacturers, 

1 of  New  York  City,  and  in  1873  he  came  to  Shel- 
I ton  to  take  charge  of  the  silver-plating  depart- 
1 ment  in  the  new  plant  of  the  Derby  Silver 
1 Company,  successors  to  Redfield  & Rice.  He 
1 held  the  position  until  1880,  and  has  since  con- 
i tinued  with  the  company  as  director,  taking  an 
I active  part  at  times  in  the  management  of  the 
j plant.  From  1880  to  1885  he  was  engaged  in  a 
I retail  business  in  gents’  furnishing  goods  in 
J Derby,  and  later  he  became  general  manager  of 
I the  Naugatuck  Valley  Steamboat  Company, 

' which  ran  a daily  line  of  steamboats  between 
t New  York  and  Shelton,  and  he  did  much  to 
1 establish  efficient  means  of  transportation  be- 
1 tween  those  two  places.  With  this  company  he 
| remained  until  1889,  and  in  the  meantime 
i he  helped  to  incorporate  the  Derby  & An- 
I sonia  Electric  Railroad  Co.,  in  which  he 
! became  a director.  Their  road  was  the 
1 first  electric  line  in  Connecticut,  and  the 
I first  in  any  of  the  New  England  States,  also 
| the  sixth  in  the  United  States,  and  it  was  the 
I first  in  the  world  to  be  used  for  carrying  freight. 

! that  having  been  the  main  purpose  of  its  con- 
I struction.  In  1884  Mr.  Smith  assisted  in  the 
I organization  of  the  South  End  Land  Company, 

| of  Shelton,  in  which  he  served  for  ten  years  as 
1 secretary,  treasurer  and  general  manager.  He 
j has  been  from  the  first,  and  is  still,  a director  in 
i the  company.  He,  with  two  others,  purchased 
I a tract  of  wild  land,  then  outside  the  limits  of 
j the  village,  and  beautifully  located  upon  a height 
| overlooking  Shelton,  Derby  and  Ansonia,  and 
| which  is  now  the  most  beautiful  residental  por- 
1 tion  of  the  borough  of  Shelton,  and  is  called 
j "South  End;”  by  that  name  it  has  been  sur- 
| veyed  and  located  upon  the  new  map  made  very 
I recently  by  the  State  of  Connecticut.  They  laid 
| out  streets,  put  in  electric  lights  and  water  works, 
j built  many  handsome  residences,  and  constructed 
| an  electric  railway  connecting  it  with  the  older  set- 
! tlement,  making  it  a most  attractive  suburb.  Dur- 
ing the  fifteen  years  of  its  existence  the  company 
has  had  built  upon  their  property  an  average  of 
over  eight  houses  each  year,  making  a total  of 
over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  beautiful  resi- 
dences up  to  the  present  time  (May,  1899),  and 
therefore  making  a community  of  over  five  hun- 
dred people  residing  in  South  End.  At  the 
present  time  the  Electric  railroad  is  being  ex- 
tended from  South  End  direct  to  Bridgeport, 
which  will  allow  the  residents  of  Shelton  and 
vicinity  to  go  direct  to  Bridgeport,  and  all  along 
the  eastern  side  of  Long  Island  Sound  to  the 
many  beautiful  summer  resorts. 
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Mr.  Smith  has  been  prominent  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Shelton  Electric  railroad,  the  Derby 
Electric  railroad;  the  Shelton  Savings  Bank,  in 
which  he  has  been  a director  from  the  beginning; 
and  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Derby,  Birmingham 
and  Shelton,  which  he  helped  to  found  and  in 
which  he  still  serves  as  a director.  He  deals 
extensively  in  real  estate,  and  lor  a time  was  a 
director  in  the  Shelton  Building  & Loan  Associa- 
tion. In  politics  he  is  a strong  Republican,  but 
he  does  not  take  an  active  share  in  partisan  work. 
He  has  a beautiful  residence  commanding  a 
charming  view  of  both  the  Naugatuck  and 
Housatonic  valleys,  with  both  rivers  in  plain 
sight,  and  he  and  his  wile  are  leaders  in  the  best 
social  circles  of  the  locality.  On  January  9, 
1879,  he  married  Miss  Fannie  H.  beaver,  only 
child  of  Charles  L.  and  Harriet  P.  Seaver, 
prominent  residents  of  Warsaw,  N.  Y.  Four 
children  have  blessed  this  union:  Leolvn  S. ; 
Harriet,  who  died  in  infancy;  Charles  S. ; and 
Valina,  who  died  in  infancy. 


E ALBERT  F.  LOCKWOOD  is  well  known 

'/  jn  Fairfield  county.  Conn.,  and  in  all  the 

district,  it  might  be  said,  along  Long  Island 
Sound,  where  for  years  he  has  carried  on  a busi- 
ness in  which  several  generations  of  his  ances- 
tors engaged.  He  has  the  largest  oyster  busi- 
ness on  the  Sound  between  Port  Chester  and 
South  Norwalk,  owning  twelve  hundred  acres  of 
oyster  beds,  and  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
men  operating  this  branch  of  industry. 

The  Lockwood  family  of  Fairfield  county. 
Conn.,  are  descended  from  Robert  Lockwood, 
who  came  to  America  from  England  in  1630, 
when  he  settled  in  Watertown,  Mass.  In  1646 
he  came  to  Fairfield  county,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  1658.  Our  sub- 
ject is  of  the  eighth  generation,  tracing  his  line- 
age from  Robert  (1),  through  Jonathan  (2),  still 
John  (3),  Jonathan  (4),  Frederick  (5),  Uriah  (6), 
and  Henry  S.  (7).  Frederick  Lockwood  mar- 
ried Deborah  Reynolds,  and  they  reared  a large 
family,  of  which  we  give  a brief  record;  Sey- 
mour, born  January  14,  1780.  moved  to  western 
New  York;  Frederick,  Jr.,  born  February  3, 
1788,  died  in  Greenwich;  Fanny,  born  April  13, 
1790,  died  unmarried;  Ezekiel,  born  June  5, 
1793,  became  a ship  carpenter,  working  first  in 
Brooklyn  and  later  moving  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
(he  passed  his  last  years  in  retirement);  Deborah, 
born  July  3t,  1795,  married  Charles  Lockwood, 
and  died  in  Riverside;  Alfred,  born  August  14, 
1797,  died  at  Riverside  (he  married  a Miss  Whit- 
ing); Sally,  born  September  19,  1799,  married 


John  Parsons,  and  died  in  Stanwich;  Luke,  born 
September  8,  1801,  died  in  New  York  (he  was  a 
cabinet  maker);  Lot,  born  September  21,  1803, 
died  in  Winsted,  Conn,  (he  married  andhadfour 
children);  Uriah,  born  September  18,  1805,  was 
the  grandfather  of  Elbert  Lockwood.  The  fa- 
ther of  these  children  died  February  18,  1808, 
the  mother  surviving  until  May,  1857. 

Henry  Smith  Lockwood,  the  eldest  son  of 
Uriah  Lockwood,  was  born  April  30,  1828,  at 
Riverside,  Greenwich  township, Fairfield  county, 
Conn.  He  received  his  education  in  the  primi- 
tive district  schools  of  the  day,  attending  first  at 
Sound  Beach  and  later  at  Mianus,  becoming  apu- 
| pilat  the  school  of  the  latter  place  the  first  day  it 
1 vvas  opened  ; Mr.  Mead  was  the  first  teacher  there, 
j Fortunately  he  learned  readily;  but  even  so  his 
j schooling  was  limited,  for  from  the  early  age  of 
! eight  years  he  found  more  opportunity  for  work 
I than  for  lessons.  His  father  being  a farmer.  hc 
1 was  required  to  assist  in  whatever  way  he  could 
with  the  work  about  the  home  place,  and  was 
i also  employed  from  boyhood  in  his  father’s 
I boats.  He  continued  his  studies  when  he  could 
I during  the  winter,  and  for  parts  of  two  winters 
I he  attended  the  Greenwich  Academy,  when  Phil- 
i ander  Button  taught  that  institution;  but  when 
i only  eleven  years  of  age  he  was  engaged  during 
I the  summer  as  cook  on  the  “ Griffen  Tompkins,” 
| a market  boat  running  between  Mianus  and  New 
J York,  in  which  his  father  owned  a half-interest 
! with  Sylvester  Newman.  Some  years  later  the 
I father  sold  out  his  interest  in  that  boat,  and 
| built  at  Nvack  the  vessel  “Adaline,"of  which 
J he  was  sole  owner.  This  he  also  sold,  and  had 
l another  built  at  Nyack,  the  sloop  “ Empire,’ 

I which  was  launched  in  i845,butshe  was  never  in 
! the  market  trade  while  in  Mr.  Lockwood's  pos- 
! session.  The  next  boat  he  owned  was  the 
1 “ James  K.  Polk,"  which  he  ran  as  a freighter 
I on  the  Hudson  and  elsewhere  for  three  years, 

1 when  he  sold  her  and  bought  the  sloop  " General 
I Ward."  running  her  as  a “transient  boat, 
j part  of  the  time  on  the  Hudson.  After  that  he 
i hired  his  boat  to  others. 

Henry  Lockwood  worked  for  a time  in  the 
J “ Empire,"  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  trip 
i to  Albany  on  the  “ James  K.  Polk,"  that  was 
I the  last  boating  he  did  for  his  father.  Yhen 
nineteen  he  took  up  farming  at  home  on  a smal 
scale,  and  in  1848  helped  drive  the  piles  for  the 
Terminus  railroad  bridge  at  Cos  Cob,  also  work- 
| ing  on  the  bridge  itself.  He  was  twenty-one 
j years  of  age  when  he  embarked  in  the  oyster 
I business  on  his  own  account,  at  first  hiring  a 
I vessel,  and  later  becoming  the  owner  of  t e 
1 “ American,"  the  “ Flora  Temple,”  the  "Sara 
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E.  Lockwood  ” (which  he  had  built  at  Glen- 
wood.  L.  I ),  and  the  “Mina  A,”  owning  the 
two  last  named  at  the  same  time.  He  used  all 
three  boats  in  his  oyster  business,  in  which  he 
continued  until  his  sons.  Nelson  U.  and  Elbert 

F. ,  who  had  been  in  partnership  with  him  lor 
years,  bought  him  out,  and  he  has  since  led  a 
retired  life,  making  his  home  in  Cos  Cob.  Mr. 
Lockwood  is  best  known  along  the  Sound  as 
••  Captain  ” Lockwood,  and  he  has  an  extensive 
acquaintance  throughout  his  locality.  His  suc- 
cess has  been  well  merited,  for  although  he  has 
acquired  abundant  means,  he  has  never  resorted 
to  underhanded  dealings  or  done  business  on  any 
but  a solid  basis,  and  his  reputation  for  integrity 
and  honesty  among  all  who  have  had  dealings 
with  him  is  unblemished. 

On  December  22,  1850,  Mr.  Lockwood  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  White,  a native  of 
New  York  City,  born  February  10,  1828,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Phcebe  (Reynolds)  White,  who 
had  four  children : Sarah  E.,  Emily  A.,  Abel  R. 
and  Jane  A.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lockwood  located 
at  Riverside  after  their  marriage,  afterward  re- 
moving to  Sound  Beach,  where  they  resided 
seven  years,  and  finally,  in  1863,  coming  to  1 
their  present  home  in  Cos  Cob.  They  have  had 
three  sons:  Nelson  U.  and  Elbert  F.,  who  are 
engaged  in  the  oyster  business,  and  William  H., 
bom  October  25,  1855,  who  lives  in  Brooklyn,  | 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Lockwood  is  a member  of  the  | 
Methodist  Church.  The  Captain  is  a Democrat  | 
in  political  faith.  He  is  well  preserved  and  ; 
hearty  at  “three-score  years  and  ten,”  has  an  j 
especially  good  memory,  and  is  in  full  posses- 
sion of  all  his  faculties  except  his  eyesight,  which 
is  not  as  good  as  he  might  wish. 

Elbert  F.  Lockwood  was  born  October  16,  1 
1853,  at  Riverside,  and  commenced  to  attend 
school  at  Sound  Beach,  where,  as  above  stated, 
the  family  lived  for  some  years.  He  attended  | 
other  district  schools  in  his  early  boyhood,  and  | 
finally  entered  Greenwich  Academy,  where  he 
studied  under  Prof.  Shepherd.  He  acquired  a I 
good  practical  education,  and  during  the  vaca-  | 
tions  and  intervals  between  terms  went  on  the  i 
water  with  his  father.  After  leaving  school  he  i 
commenced  work  as  clerk  in  a grocery  store  at  1 
East  Norwalk,  but  he  did  not  continue  long  in  | 
that  business,  preferring  to  work  for  his  father,  i 
He  and  his  brother  at  length  bought  out  the  lat-  I 
ter,  and  continued  the  business  in  partnership  1 
until  1885,  when  Nelson  sold  his  interest,  El-  1 
bert  F.  becoming  sole  owner,  and  he  has  been  s 
alone  ever  since.  His  trade  is  one  of  the  most  j 
extensive  along  the  Sound,  and  he  engages  from  1 
six  to  twelve  men  to  go  over  his  large  grounds,  1 


this  number  being  able,  with  the  improved  ma- 
chinery at  their  command,  to  accomplish  an 
amount  of  work  which  once  required  many  more 
hands.  He  owns  the  steamer  “ H.  S.  Lock- 
wood,”  which  he  employs  in  his  operations. 
Mr.  Lockwood  has  been  a prominent  member 
of  the  State  Oyster  Growers  Association  ever 
since  its  organization,  and  he  is  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  this  section  of  the  country  in  this 
connection.  He  has  carried  on  business  along 
the  lines  established  by  his  father,  and  maintains 
the  reputation  he  built  up  for  straightforward 
dealing  and  reliable  methods.  As  a citizen  he  is 
considered  as  one  of  the  most  substantial  and 
respected  men  in  the  town,  and  he  has  many 
friends  who  esteem  him  highly  for  his  genuine 
worth  and  many  sterling  qualities,  and  admire 
him  as  a worthy  type  of  the  selfmade  successful 
man.  Mr.  Lockwood  is  a popular  member  of 
the  Riverside  Yacht  Club,  and  in  connection 
with  that  organization  has  for  several  years 
served  as  “measurer." 

On  June  8,  1892,  Mr.  Lockwood  wedded 
Miss  Emma  E.  Peck,  who  was  born  in  Cos  Cob, 
February  t2,  1859,  a daughter  of  George  A.  and 
Ann  Eliza  (Valentine)  Peck.  They  have  a very 
pleasant  home  in  Cos  Cob,  which  Mr.  Lockwood 
purchased  from  Benjamin  V.  Smith.  Mrs. 
Lockwood  in  religious  faith  is  an  Episcopalian. 
Our  subject  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  takes 
only  a voting  interest,  his  time  being  too  fully 
occupied  with  his  business  cares. 


HENRY  V.  RIKER  has,  in  his  connection 

with  the  Citizens  Savings  Bank  of  Stam- 

lord,  become  widely  known  throughout  Fairfield 
county  and  this  section  of  Connecticut  as  a ca- 
pable business  man,  honorable  and  reliable  in 
all  his  transactions,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  no 
man  holds  a higher  place  in  the  esteem  of  his 
friends  and  fellow  citizens  generally. 

Mr.  Riker  has  passed  nealy  all  of  his  life  in 
Stamford,  having  when  an  infant  been  taken 
there  by  his  parents,  from  New  York  City,  where 
he  was  born  March  7,  1851.  His  father,  Gilbert 
K.  Riker,  was  a native  of  Rhinebeck,  N.  Y., 
where  his  parents,  who  were  natives  of  Holland, 
had  settled  at  an  early  date.  There  he  was 
reared  and  educated,  and  thence,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  he  went  to  New  York,  where  he 
began  a business  career  both  eventful  and  suc- 
cessful. He  commenced  as  a clerk  with  the 
moderate  salary  of  two  dollars  per  week,  and 
by  the  exercise  of  his  natural  industry  and  en- 
ergy, coupled  with  perseverance  and  keen  fore- 
sight in  business  matters,  he  rose  steadily  in  the 
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business  world  until,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two, 
he  found  himself  the  largest  manufacturer  of 
window  shades  in  New  York  City,  with  a fortune 
estimated  at  a quarter  of  a million  dollars.  With 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
however,  his  interests  began  to  suffer,  and  by 
the  time  the  struggle  closed  he  had  lost  the 
greater  part  of  his  wealth,  and,  consequently 
decided  to  abandon  his  old  line  of  business.  He 
opened  a factory  for  the  manufacture  of  coffee 
mills,  and  also  carried  on  a feed  business,  mak- 
ing a success  of  these  enterprises,  as  he  did  of 
everything  he  took  on  hand.  Mr.  Riker  was 
also  very  active  in  political  circles,  though  he 
never  held  office,  and  was  a warm  sympathizer  of 
the  Union  cause,  toward  which  he  was  a liberal 
contributor.  He  married  in  Stamford  Feb.  ), 
1846,  Martha  M.  Weed,  a native  of  North  Salem, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  who  survives  him,  and 
in  1851  they  took  up  their  residence  in  Stamford, 
where  Mr.  Riker  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
years.  He  was  the  oldest  commuter  on  the 
New  Haven  road.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riker  became 
the  parents  of  five  children,  namely:  Thaddeus 

Weed  (who  is  deceased);  Henry  V.,  Gilbert  K., 
and  Edward  W.  (all  of  whom  make  their  home 
in  Stamford);  and  Martha  M.  Weed  (living  in 
New  York  City). 

Henry  V.  Riker  received  a good  education  in 
the  public  and  private  schools  of  Stamford,  where 
his  early  years  were  spent.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  went  to  New  York  City  to  acquire  the 
experience  necessary  for  practical  business  life, 
beginning  as  runner  boy  for  a Wall  street  broker 
at  five  dollars  a week.  Two  years  later  he  be- 
came cashier  for  the  firm  of  Smith,  Gould,  Mar- 
tin & Co.,  continuing  with  them  for  three  years, 
when  his  health  gave  way  and  he  was  obliged  to 
return  home  for  a year's  rest  and  recuperation. 
For  the  year  following  he  held  a position  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  New  Canaan,  Conn., 
after  which  he  returned  to  his  old  employers, 
Smith,  Gould,  Martin  & Co.,  in  New  York  City. 
Six  months  later  he  again  broke  down  in  health, 
and  again  returned  to  his  home  in  Stamford, 
where  he  has  ever  since  been  situated.  In  May, 
1874,  he  entered  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Stamford  as  bookkeeper,  and  remained  in  that 
institution  until  in  February,  1883,  when  he  be- 
came the  treasurer  of  the  Citizens  Savings  Bank, 
jn  which  capacity  he  has  ever  since  served. 
This  simple  statement  of  facts  is  sufficient  proof 
of  Mr.  Riker’s  trustworthiness  and  fitness  for  the 
position,  but  his  business  associates  have  given 
further  evidence  of  their  confidence  in  his  meth- 
ods and  principles  by  making  him  a director  of 
the  bank  and  director  and  treasurer  of  the  Wood- 


I land  cemetery.  In  1893,  when  Stamford  became 
j a city,  he  was  elected  to  the  responsible  office  ol 
1 treasurer  of  the  corporation,  and  has  been  re- 
elected continually  to  the  present  time,  a com- 
pliment which  he  has  well  deserved.  Entering 
on  the  duties  of  the  office  with  a ripe  business 
experience,  he  has  discharged  them  with  the 
good  judgment  in  financial  matters  for  which  he 
is  justly  noted,  and  has  been  as  faithful  and  con- 
scientious in  his  public  duties  as  he  is  in  his  per- 
| sonal  affairs. 

In  1879  Mr.  Riker  was  married,  in  Stamford, 

I to  Emma  Waite  Beals,  who  is  a lineal  descend- 
I ant  of  John  Alden,  of  New  England  historical 
I fame,  and  two  children  have  blessed  their  union: 
I Henry  Alden  and  Ralph  Gilbert. 


I 

MORACE  LYON.  The  picturesque  region 

around  Bridgeport  affords  many  beautiful 

building  sites,  but  none  more  attractive  than 
that  occupied  by  the  tasteful  residence  of  this 
I well-known  citizen.  It  is  located  on  Stratfield 
avenue,  in  the  thriving  suburb  of  the  same  name, 
on  a valuable  farm,  which,  with  the  old  Lyon 
homestead,  has  come  to  our  subject  by  inherit- 
ance, as  he  is  now  the  only  representative  of  bis 
branch  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Lyon  is  a native  of  Fairfield  Woods  Dis- 
I trict,  town  of  Fairfield,  born  February  21, 1828, 
i and  his  family  has  long  been  prominent  in  that 
I locality,  his  great-grandfather  Lyon  having  set- 
I tied  there  shortly  after  emigrating  from  England. 

I In  his  native  land  he  had  been  pressed  into  the 
l army,  but  he  escaped  through  a window  and 
i took  ship  to  America.  Webb  Lyon,  of  Easton 
i township,  was  one  of  his  sons.  Stephen  Lyon, 
l the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a mason  bv 
l trade  and  resided  in  Fairfield  township.  He 
I married  Abigail  Brothwell,  and  of  the  children 
I born  to  them  we  have  mention  of  Samuel,  Ds- 
I vid,  William,  Nathaniel,  Eunice,  John  and  An- 
! son.  Anson  Lyon,  father  of  Horace  Lyon,  was 
i born  February  7,  1795,  and  passed  his  boyhood 
I in  Fairfield.  He  was  engaged  in  boot  and  shoe 
1 making,  and,  as  the  business  was  not  in  his  da) 

! subject  to  competition  with  the  factory  trade  in 
that  line,  he  managed  to  acquire  a goodly  share 
I of  this  world's  wealth.  He  was  a man  of  strict 
: integrity,  and  although  he  had  few  opportunities 
1 in  his  youth  stood  well  in  the  community,  his 
■ excellent  qualities  of  character  winning  him  the 
■ respect  of  his  associates.  While  he  was  never 
an  office-seeker,  he  took  much  interest  in  the 
; questions  of  his  day,  first  as  a Whig  and  later  as 
1 a Republican.  In  appearance  he  was  short  an 
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stout,  and  he  possessed  a good  constitution,  liv- 
ing to  the  advanced  age  ol  eighty-three.  On 
August  21.  1818,  he  married  Eleanor  Nichols, 
who  was  born  December  12,  1 Soo.  daughter  of 
Peter  Nichols,  of  Easton,  this  county;  she  was  a 
most  estimable  woman  and  a devout  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  She  died  March  25.  1 S6 1 , 
at  the  age  of  sixty,  and  the  remains  of  both  her 
and  Mr.  Lyon  now  rest  in  Mountain  Grove  ceme- 
tery. Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  a family 
of  lour  children.  Bradley  N.,  a bachelor  (now 
deceased),  was  in  the  shoe  business  with  his  fa- 
ther. and  left  a fine  property;  Miss  Marietta  died 
some  years  ago  at  the  home  of  our  subject;  and 
Harriet,  who  married  Daniel  Morehouse,  died  in 
Dutchess  county.  New  York 

Mr.  Lyon  was  educated  chiefly  in  the  district 
schools  near  his  early  home,  his  course  there  be- 
ing supplemented  by  one  term  in  a writing  school 
in  Bridgeport  conducted  by  Ebenezer  French. 
He  was  especially  apt  in  mathematics.  During 
boyhood  he  became  familiar  with  all  the  details  of 
larm  management,  also  of  work  in  the  shoe  shop, 
and  for  a number  of  years  he  continued  with  his 
father  and  brother  in  both  lines  ol  enterprise, 
working  hard  during  his  early  life.  After  the 
death  of  the  others  he  succeeded  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  property  and  business,  but  for  a num- 
ber of  years  he  has  given  no  attention  to  the  shoe 
business,  and  of  late  he  has  practically  retired, 
turning  the  active  work  of  managing  his  two 
farms  into  other  hands.  An  honorable  and  up- 
right life,  marked  by  many  kindly  acts,  has  won 
him  many  friends  and  with  unimpaired  faculties 
he  can  look  foward  to  many  years  of  leisurely 
enjoyment  of  life  in  his  charming  home,  where  he 
has  resided  since  186S.  No  man  in  his  section 
has  taken  a keener  interest  than  he  in  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  yet  he  has  never  held  a public  office, 
having  invariably  declined  to  become  a candi- 
date. In  early  life  he  was  a Whig,  and  since  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  has  been 
a steadfast  supporter  of  its  policy. 

In  1856  Mr.  Lyon  married  for  his  first  wife 
Miss  Catherine  E.  Bradley,  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham Bradley,  of  Weston,  this  county.  She  died 
December  21,  1893,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  leav- 
ing no  children,  and  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
in  Mountain  Grove  cemetery.  On  December  1, 
1897,  Mr.  Lyon  married  Miss  Flora  E.  Nichols, 
a daughter  of  Jerome  and  Flora  E.  (French) 
Nichols,  the  former  of  whom  is  a well-known 
citizen  of  Newtown.  Mrs.  Lyon's  grandfather, 
Perkins  French,  resides  in  Easton.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Bridgeport, 
and  is  much  esteemed  among  a large  circle  of 
acquaintances. 


GAHARLES  M.  BOYCE,  one  of  the  citizens 
of  Danbury  whose  nativity  occurred  in  the 
I Empire  State,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Patter- 
j son,  Putnam  Co..  N.  Y.,  January  23,  1853,  a 
! son  of  James  W.  Boyce. 

The  Boyce  family  is  of  French  descent,  and 
representatives  located  in  Dutchess  county,  N. 
Y.,  where  James  W.  Boyce,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born.  He  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  and  followed  it  in  Westchester  county.  N. 
Y.  As  his  parents  were  not  in  a position  to  aid 
him,  he  had  to  carve  out  his  own  fortune.  In 
Patterson,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  he  married  Miss 
Clarissa  Roberts,  a daughter  of  Lemuel  and 
Phoebe(  Foster)  Roberts. and  tothem  three  children 
were  born  ; Phcebe,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  James  Lemuel,  deceased  at  the  age  of 
thirty-seven ; and  Charles  M. , our  subject.  The  fa- 
ther of  this  family  was  a stanch  Republican  in  his 
political  faith.  He  died  June  15.  1889,  only  six 
months  after  the  death  of  his  noble  and  devoted 
helpmeet,  who  passed  away  January  4,  1889. 
Lemuel  Roberts,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
j our  subject,  was  a shoemaker  in  the  town  of  Pat- 
| terson,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  he  also  to  some 
1 extent  carried  on  farming  there.  He  married 
j Phtrbe  Foster,  and  became  the  father  of  eleven 
I children,  as  follows;  (t)  Fannie  was  twice  wed- 
ded, first  to  Alfred  Crosby,  and  at  his  death  she 
married  Thomas  Foster,  also  now  deceased; 
both  were  farmers  of  Putnam  county.  (2)  Maria 
married  William  Richards,  of  the  Peekskill  Mes- 
senger. and  both  are  deceased.  (3)  Laura  mar- 
ried Crosby  Foster,  a farmer  of  the  town  of 
Southeast,  Putnam  county;  she  and  her  husband 
now  rest  side  by  side  in  the  Old  Southeast  cem- 
etery at  Southeast,  N.  Y.  (4)  Willis  was  a 
merchant  in  Putnam  county,  finally  going  to  Il- 
linois, where  he  died.  (5)  John  B.  (deceased) 
was  a partner  of  Willis.  (6)  Salina,  (7)  Betsey, 
(8)  Sallv,  all  three  died  single.  (9)  Levi  was  a 
merchant  and  a fire  and  life  insurance  agent, 
(to)  Clarissa  was  the  mother  of  our  subject;  and 
(11)  Hannah  married  John  Hoyt,  a farmer  and 
carpenter  of  Fairfield  county.  The  Roberts  fam- 
ily are  of  old  Puritan  stock,  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  America  having  come  over  in  the  • * May- 
flower.” The  spirit  of  independence  that  prompt- 
ed that  breaking  off  of  home  ties  and  taking  up 
life  in  the  wilderness  is  still  a marked  trait  in  the 
j character  of  the  family.  John  Roberts,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolution,  and  was  starved  to  death  in  the 
old  sugar  house,  in  New  York,  that  served  as  a 
prison. 

Charles  M.  Boyce  passed  the  first  three  years 
I of  his  life  on  a farm,  and  was  then  taken  by  his 
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parents  to  Milltown,  Putnam  county,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  attended  the  district 
schools,  and  supplemented  the  learning  there 
acquired  by  attendance  at  the  Chappaque  school. 
On  the  completion  of  his  literary  education  he  en- 
tered his  father's  grist  and  saw  mill,  engaging 
thus  for  twenty  years,  and  on  April  ]6,  1890,  he 
came  with  his  family  to  Danbury,  embarking  in 
the  trucking  business. 

On  October  15,  1879,  Mr.  Boyce  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria  B.  Barry,  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Barry,  a sketch  of  whom  follows. 
To  the  union  of  our  subject  and  wife  came 
four  bright  and  interesting  children:  Harry 

Milton,  Willis  Roberts,  Christine  Barrv  and 
Lemuel  Huyler,  all  at  home,  except  Willis  R., 
who  died  April  29,  1899,  of  spinal  meningitis. 
The  entire  family  are  interested  in  the  work  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  to  the  support  of  which 
they  contribute  liberally.  Their  removal  to  Dan- 
bury was  occasioned  by  the  purchase  by  New 
York  City  of  the  Putnam  county  mill  property, 
which  was  used  in  the  construction  of  the  Croton 
reservoir,  that  supplies  New  York  City  with  wa- 
ter. Mr.  Boyce  is  an  active  supporter  of  the 
men  and  measures  advocated  by  the  Republican 
party,  but  is  not  ambitious  to  enter  public  life 
as  an  official.  He  is  highly  respected,  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  firm,  progressive  citizens  of 
Danbury.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  the  Danbury  Ice  Company,  of  which  he  is  a 
director.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Union 
Lodge  No.  40,  F.  & A.  M. 


MENRY  BARRY,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  the  town  of  Danbury,  is  a native 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  where,  in  Yates,  Or- 
leans county,  he  was  born  February  27,  1824,  a 
son  of  Richard  Barry. 

Richard  Barry,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  May  12,  1785,  in  Montgomery  county,  N. 
Y.,  where  his  father,  Benjamin  Barry,  was  a 
farmer.  The  latter  was  of  Irish  extraction,  and 
was  one  of  the  patriots  of  the  Revolution;  he 
married,  and  settled  in  Montgomery  county,  N. 
V,  reared  a family  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom 
were  farmers.  Richard  Barry  passed  his  entire 
life  on  a farm.  On  attaining  man’s  estate  he 
married  Elizabeth  (Munsey),  who  was  also  born 
and  reared  in  New  York  State.  After  their 
marriage  they  settled  on  a farm  in  Orleans 
county,  N.  Y. , and  later  moved  to  Yates,  that 
county.  Eleven  children  came  to  bless  their 
union:  Cynthia,  born  in  1806,  married  Benjamin 
Bullock,  a farmer  of  Michigan,  where  they  both 
died;  Benjamin  and  Nathaniel  (twins),  born  in 


1808,  are  both  farmers  in  Orleans  county,  N.  Y.; 
Ransom,  born  in  1811,  was  a resident  ol  Yates, 
and  died  in  1852;  Samuel,  born  in  1813,  a 
farmer,  lives  in  Niagara  county,  N.  Y. ; Jane, 
born  in  1815,  was  twice  married,  first  to  G.  D. 
Church,  of  Yates,  and,  on  his  decease,  married 
Archibald  Church,  of  the  same  place,  and  he  is 
also  deceased  (though  both  husbands  bore  the 
name  of  Church,  they  were  not  related);  George, 
born  in  1817;  Sena,  born  in  1819,  is  the  widow 
of  William  Church,  of  Yates;  Hannah,  born  in 
1821,  married  Francis  H.  Daniels,  of  Orleans 
county,  and  he  is  now  deceased;  Henry,  our  sub- 
ject; and  Charles,  born  in  1826,  is  a farmer  at 
Medina,  N.  Y.  Richard  Barry  served  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  died  in  1868,  just  ten  years 
after  the  death  of  his  wife.  He  was  a Democrat 
in  politics,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  work 
of  his  party.  The  family  all  inclined  to  the  faith 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  were  highly  re- 
spected citizens.  Eight  members  of  this  family 
are  still  living,  the  eldest  being  eighty-eight,  and 
the  youngest  seventy-one.  The  New  York 
World,  some  time  since,  printed  a cut  of  the 
children.  They  have  lived  simple,  temperate 
lives,  and  now  at  advanced  ages  are  hale  and 
hearty,  keenly  alive  to  the  interests  of  to-day, 
with  a happy  enjoyment  of  the  pleasures  reaped 
| by  the  sowing  of  honest,  upright  characters. 

Henry  Barry,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
I sketch,  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was 
I twenty-one  years  of  age.  His  education  was 
I obtained  in  the  district  schools  and  at  Yates 
I Academy.  On  leaving  the  farm,  he  began  to 
I learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  for  eight  years 
he  followed  that  occupation.  In  i860  he  came 
to  Danbury,  and  on  September  5,  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  B,  23d  Regiment  Conn.  Vol. 
Inf.,  and  the  regiment  was  at  once  sent  to  the 
front.  It  was  largely  through  his  instrumentality 
that  this  company  was  raised.  New  Orleans 
proved  to  be  the  objective  point  lor  this  reg'- 
ment,  and  near  that  city  occurred  the  only  battle 
in  which  our  subject  took  part.  It  was,  how- 
ever, one  of  the  fiercest  fights  during  the  war—- 

1 a hand-to-hand  conflict.  The  regiment  remaine 

i in  New  Orleans  and  its  vicinity  the  greater  par 
\ of  a year.  In  August,  1863,  at  Hartford,  Conn., 

! Mr.  Barrv  was  mustered  out  and  given  his  hon 
1 orable  discharge.  In  all  the  years  of  his  resi 
! dence  in  Danbury,  he  has  followed  the  trade  0 
carpentering,  and  many  of  the  beautiful  bui 
I ings  in  that  city  bear  the  marks  of  his  suPerl° 

1 workmanship.  Among  the  noted  bun  wp 
l erected  by  him  may  be  mentioned  the  Met  o ' 

1 and  Baptist  churches.  His  reputation  as  a bui 
I has  brought  him  much  work  outside  of  Dan  u ). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


559 


and  he  has  uniformly  given  the  best  of  satisfac- 
tion. 

Mr.  Barry  has  been  twice  married,  the  first 
time,  in  1853,  when  Miss  Mary  Bennett,  of  Dan- 
bury, became  his  wife.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Nathan  Bennett,  one  of  the  prominent  citizens 
of  the  town.  Five  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  the  re- 
maining two  are:  Maria,  the  wife  of  Charles  M. 
Boyce,  sketch  of  whom  precedes  this,  and  Win- 
field C.,  traveling  salesman  for  Larter,  Elcox  & 
Co.,  leading  jewelers  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Barry 
passed  from  earth  November  5,  1882,  and  for 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Barry,  on  September  23, 
1885,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Harriet  A. 
Brockett,  who  was  born  in  Woodbury,  Con- 
necticut. 

The  first  Presidential  candidate  for  whom 
Mr.  Barry  voted  was  Zachary  Taylor,  and  until 
the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  cast 
his  ballot  in  the  interest  of  the  Whigs.  He  has 
always  been  interested  in  politics,  and  has  fre- 
quently been  the  choice  of  his  party  for  local 
office.  He  served  as  town  clerk  of  Yates,  N.  Y., 
and  since  his  residence  in  Danbury  has  served 
six  years  in  succession  on  the  board  of  burgesses, 
before  Danbury  became  a city;  he  has  also  served 
as  selectman.  With  other  comrades  of  the  war 
he  takes  a keen  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  finds  great 
pleasure  in  meeting  with  the  “boys  in  blue" 
around  the  old  "camp-fire.”  Both  he  and  his 
wile  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  of 
which  he  is  now  serving  as  trustee.  Wherever 
he  has  lived  he  has  been  prominent  in  municipal 
affairs,  his  talents  peculiarly  fitting  him  for  such 
a line  of  work.  Of  undoubted  integrity,  and  of 
genial,  courteous  manner,  Mr.  Barry  is  passing 
the  evening  of  his  life  in  the  peaceful  rest  that 
follows  a work  well  done. 


^ABAH  \.  HEWITT.  The  prosperity  of  our 
=1  F^ople,  and  even  the  stability  of  our  form  of 
government,  is  based  upon  the  welfare  of  the 
great  middle  class,  and  any  one  who  contributes 
jn  any  degree  toward  that  end  is  worthy  of 
earty  commendation.  The  building  of  com- 
ortable  homes  on  terms  within  the  reach  of 
people  in  moderate  circumstances  is  a branch  of 
“"»»  which  profits  him  who  sells  and  him 
. 0 ouys,  and  in  this  line  of  enterprise  the  sub- 
{5ct  of  ’h's  sketch,  a well-known  contractor  of 
Bn°|ePort.  is  a leader  in  his  locality. 

Mr.  Hewitt  is  of  English  ancestry  in  the 
uect  paternal  line,  the  first  of  the  family  to 
come  to  America  being  his  great-grandfather 


Hewitt,  who  settled  in  the  northern  part  of 
Virginia,  and  engaged  in  business  as  a tanner 
and  currier.  His  son  George,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Virginia.  During  the 
Revolutionary  war  he  was  captured  by  the  Eng- 
lish and  imprisoned  in  the  West  Indies  for  about 
nine  months.  After  his  release  he. joined  a mer- 
chant ship,  but  was  wrecked  near  Cape  Sable, 
Nova  Scotia.  He  there  married  Elizabeth 
Hayden,  whose  mother  was  a Mackenzie,  of  an 
old  Scottish  family,  and  she  became  the  grand- 
mother of  our  subject.  George  Hewitt  settled  at 
Green  Harbor,  Nova  Scotia,  and  about  thirty 
years  afterward  moved  to  St.  Mary’s  River, 
where  he  died  many  years  ago  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven  years.  His  wife  survived  him, 
passing  away  in  her  ninety-seventh  year.  He 
was  a sea-faring  man,  and  was  senior  member  of 
the  ship-building  firm  of  Hewitt  & Sons.  He 
had  four  children:  Zabah,  who  followed  the  sea 
in  early  life,  and  afterward  became  a miner  in 
Nova  Scotia,  but  is  now  deceased;  John,  our 
subject’s  father;  George,  who  was  drowned  in 
early  manhood;  and  Sarah  Ann. 

Capt.  John  Hewitt,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1819  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  died  there 
May  7,  1896.  For  about  thirty-five  years  he 
was  a sea  captain,  and  during  much  of  his  life 
he  was  extensively  interested  in  mining  and  in 
the  shipping  business.  His  wife,  Elizabeth 
(Dixon),  who  died  in  Boston  in  February, 
1897,  was  a daughter  of  Capt.  David  Dixon, 
of  Nova  Scotia,  whose  father,  Robert  Dixon, 
was  of  Irish  birth. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  12,  1853,  in 
Nova  Scotia,  and  his  early  education  was  obtained 
there  in  the  schools  of  Sherbrooke.  When  yet 
a boy  he  made  a trip  to  Labrador  with  his  father, 
and  remained  there  a year  and  a half,  hunting 
and  trapping  with  the  Indians  in  the  interior. 
Later  he  went  to  Halifax,  intending  to  ship  on 
board  the  “ Topaz  ” for  the  West  Indies,  but  his 
uncle  would  not  let  him  go.  As  the  vessel 
stranded  during  that  voyage  and  all  on  board 
perished,  he  had  cause  to  congratulate  himself 
on  the  failure  of  his  plan.  However,  he  took 
passage  on  another  vessel,  bound  for  Prince 
Edward  Island,  where  his  parents  were  then  re- 
siding temporarily,  and  for  some  time  he  re- 
mained at  home.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
was  employed  by  A.  P.  Mills  and  Mr.  Gaffney,  ol 
Summerside.  P.  E.  I.,  to  take  charge  of  a 
schooner,  with  instructions  to  proceed  to  St. 
Mary’s  Bay  for  a load  of  cordwood  which  he  was 
to  carry  to  Boston  and  sell,  then  on  his  return  trip 
was  to  bring  a load  of  merchandise.  He  was  the 
youngest  man  that  ever  sailed  a vessel  out  of  the 
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port  of  Summerside,  and  the  able  discharge  of 
his  commission  reflected  great  credit  upon  him. 
But  a “life  on  the  ocean  wave”  not  offering  for 
him  a congenial  prospect,  he  in  1873  began  to 
learn  the  carpenter's  trade  in  Summerside,  and 
after  completing  his  apprenticeship  he  located  at 
Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  for  thirteen  years.  Since  1 887  he  has  been 
in  business  in  Bridgeport,  with  the  exception  of 
short  residence  in  Florida  and  Brazil.  While 
in  Florida  he  conducted  a wood-working  factory 
for  nine  months,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interest 
and  returned  to  the  North.  He  spent  fourteen 
months  at  Pernambuco,  Brazil,  and  during  that 
time  built  a sugar  factory.  On  first  coming  to 
Bridgeport  he  was  employed  for  some  time  as 
foreman  by  H.  H.  Nettleton,  and  in  1897  he  be- 
gan contracting  on  his  own  account,  his  reputa- 
tion for  ability  and  skill  enabling  him  to  speedily 
gain  a large  business  in  general  lines  as  well  as 
in  building.  In  politics  he  is  a strong  Republi- 
can, but  his  business  occupies  his  attention  to 
the  exclusion  of  party  work. 

In  1874  Mr.  Hewitt  married  Miss  Amanda 
Hillison.  daughter  of  George.  Hillison,  of  Prince 
Edward  Island,  and  member  of  an  old  English 
familv.  Nine  children  have  blessed  this  union: 
Elizabeth  (wife  of  Sterling  R.  Hamilton,  of 
Bridgeport).  Florence  (deceased),  George, 
William,  Frederick,  Gertrude,  Beulah  (de- 
ceased), Spurgeon  and  Mildred.  The  family  is 
held  in  high  esteem  in  social  life,  and  Mr.  Hewitt 
is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  having  united 
with  the  order  in  New  Brunswick. 


BRAM  CURTIS  LEWIS.  This  venerable 
and  highly-esteemed  citizen  of  Stratford  is 
a representative  of  an  old  and  honored  family  of 
that  locality,  and  is  descended  from  Benjamin 
Lewis  (supposed  to  be  seventh  son  of  Edmund 
Lewis,  and  to  have  been  born  at  Wallingford, 
Conn.),  who  came  from  Wallingford.  Conn.,  in 
1676  to  make  his  home  upon  a farm  in  Stratford. 
This  worthy  pioneer  married  Hannah  Curtis, 
daughter  of  Serg.  John  Curtis,  and  had  eleven 
children:  ]ohn,  Mary,  James,  Edmund,  Mary, 
Joseph,  Martha.  Hannah,  Benjamin,  Joseph 
Jones  and  Eunice. 

II.  Capt.  James  Lewis,  our  subject's  great- 
great-grandfather.  was  born  in  1679  and  died 
1766,  married  Hannah  Judson,  daughter  of  James 
Judson,  and  had  six  children:  John,  Mary,  James, 
David,  Abigail  and  Ephraim.  He  was  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  Stratford  in  his  day.  being  especi- 
ally active  in  military  affairs,  and  the  following 


is  a copy  of  a document  which  is  cherished  by 
his  descendants: 

Gurdon  Paltonstall,  Esq.,  Governor  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  His  Majesrie's  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New 
England.  To  lames  Lewiss,  Gent.,  Greeting:— 

You,  being^ by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony, ac- 
cepted to  be  Captain  of  the  Second  Company  or  Trainband 
in  the  Town  of  Stratford,  Reposing  special  Trust  and  Con- 
fidence in  vour  Loyalty,  Courage  and  good  Conduct,  1 do  by 
Virtue  of  the  Letters  Patents  from  the  Crown  of  England  10 
this  Corporation,  me  thereunto  Enabling,  Appoint  and  lm- 
power  you  to  take  the  said  Trainband  into  your  Care  and 
Charge,  as  their  Captain,  Carefully  and  Diligently  10  dis- 
charge that  Trust,  Exercising  your  inferior  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers in  the  use  of  their  Arms  and  Commanding  them  to 
obey  you  as  their  Captain  for  his  Majestie’s  Service. 

And  you  are  to  observe  all  such  Orders  and  Directions  a.1 
from  Time  to  Time  you  shall  receive,  either  from  Me  or  from 
other  your  Superior  Officer,  pursuant  to  the  Trust  hereby  Re- 
posed in  you. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Seal  of  this  Colony,  in 
New  Haven,  the  ‘26th.  Day  of  October.  In  the  fourth  year  ol 
the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign,  Lord  George,  King  of  Great 
Britain,  6rc.,  Annoque  Domini,  171". 

(Signed)  G.  Saltonstai.l. 

III.  John  Lewis,  the  great-grandfather  ol 
our  subject,  was  born  in  1703.  He  married 
Sarah  Sherman,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Sherman, 
and  a relative  of  General  Sherman,  and  of  Hon. 
John  Sherman,  the  famous  statesman.  They 
had  eight  children:  Nathan,  Nathaniel  Sherman, 
Amy,  Sarah,  John  (1),  Judson,  John  (2),  and 
Stephen. 

IV.  Stephen  Lewis,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, married  Jerusha  Curtis,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Curtis,  and  had  the  following  children: 
Chary,  who  married  Joseph  Shelton,  a farmer  in 
the  town  of  Huntington;  Caty,  who  married 
Elisha  Mills,  a merchant  in  Huntington;  Anne, 
and  Betty,  deceased,  who  never  married;  Abram 
C. , our  subject’s  father;  and  Stephen,  who  is  a 
farmer  in  Stratford,  and  is  married  to  Hannah 
Wheeler.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

V.  Abram  C.  Lewis,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  December  6,  1 777,  and  became  a 
farmer  in  Stratford,  where  his  death  occurred 
December  9,  1843.  His  wife,  Julianna  Judson. 
who  died  May  16.  1849,  was  a daughter  of  Capt 
Stiles  Judson,  of  Stratford.  They  had  twelve 
children:  Sidney  J..  born  in  1807,  who  followed 
farming  in  Stratford;  Stephen,  1809,  who  set- 
tled in  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  the 
carpenter’s  trade;  Catherine,  1 81 1,  who  married 
Hamilton  Burton,  of  Stratford;  Julianna,  i8i.v 
wife  of  William  Beach,  of  Trumbull;  Angeline, 
1815,  who  died  in  childhood;  George,  )8i6, who 
became  a carriage  trimmer  by  trade,  and  died  in 
Bridgeport;  Ellen  M.,  1819,  wife  of  Samue 
Hubbell,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; Abram  C.,  our  sub- 
ject; Jane,  born  in  1823,  who  married  William 
Curtis,  a fanner;  Rebecca,  1825,  who  died  un- 
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married;  and  Edwin  and  Edward  (twins),  born 
in  1827,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  childhood, 
and  the  latter  went  to  California,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  carriage  trimmer's  trade  until  his  death. 

VI.  Abram  C.  Lewis,  our  subject,  was  born 
May  29.  1821,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Stratford, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  gaining  a thorough 
knowledge  of  agricultural  work  by  assisting  in 
the  labors  of  the  farm.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  successfully  engaged  in  general  (arming, 
his  estate  comprising  eighty  acres  ol  excellent 
land;  but  of  late  he  has  turned  the  active  work 
of  the  place  over  to  younger  hands.  At  one  time 
he  dealt  extensively  in  Jersey  cattle,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  American  lersev  Cattle  .Club. 
Politically,  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  has 
always  been  ready  to  “lend  a hand”  to  any 
worthy  movement  in  his  community,  contributing 
of  his  means  to  the  work  of  the  Congregational 
Church  and  other  organizations.  On  October 
22,  1850,  he  married  Miss  Maria  Curtis,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Curtis,  of  Huntington,  and  a mem- 
ber of  a well-known  family  She  died  April. 
1891.  sincerely  mourned  bv  a large  circle  of 
friends.  Of  their  four  children,  the  first  two, 
Jane  and  Harriet  (1),  died  in  infancy.  Harriet 
(2),  horn  in  1853,  married  Dr.  Benjamin  F. 
Bronson,  of  Bridgeport.  Samuel  C.,  born  Sep- 
tember 7,  1855,  now  resides  at  the  homestead 
with  his  father. 

VI I.  Samuel  C.  Lewis  is  a substantial  and 
public-spirited  citizen,  and  quite  prominent  in 
various  ways.  He  has  held  various  town  offices: 
Has  served  as  first  selectman  two  years,  and 
since  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  such,  he  has 
for  the  past  eight  years  been  auditor  of  township 
accounts.  He  was,  practically,  the  organizer 
and  first  master  of  the  local  Orange,  and  for  the 
past  six  years  had  been  an  officer  of  the  State 
Grange.  Socially,  he  is  prominent  in  the  ranks 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , a member  of  the  Orinoko 
Lodge  No.  90,  of  Stratford,  and  has  filled  almost 
every  chair  in  the  lodge;  has  also  served  as  dis- 
trict deputy  grand  master.  He  is  president  of 
the  Cupheag  Social  Club,  of  Stratiord.  On  No- 
vember 5,  1881,  Mr.  Lewis  married  Miss  Jennie 
Smith,  daughter  of  Elbert  Smith,  of  Stratford, 
and  two  children  have  been  born  to  this  union; 
Pauline  and  Florence  Margery.  Mr.  Lewis  cares 
for  the  home  farm,  which  is  one  of  the  best  in 
the  township. 


TttJ'ILLIAM  EZRA  MALLORY,  of  Danbury, 
It M is  a member  of  the  well-known  firm  of 
E.  A.  Mallory  & Sons,  hat  manufacturers.  An 
extensive  business  experience  in  various  lines  and 

36 


j in  different  parts  of  the  country  has  given  him  a 
| wide  acquaintance,  and  on  the  organization  of 
the  National  Association  of  credit  men  at 
Toledo.  Ohio,  in  June,  1896,  he  took  a leading 
part  and  became  a member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  At  present  he  is  vice-president 
[ for  Connecticut  in  that  association. 

Mr.  Mallory  was  born  in  Danbury.  Conn., 
March  31,  1856,  a son  of  Ezra  A.  and  Hannah 
(Mallory).  His  family  is  of  English  origin,  the 
head  of  this  branch  having  come  to  America 
1 with  a brother,  during  Colonial  times,  to  settle 
I at  Redding,  Conn.,  the  brother  locating  in  one 
j of  the  Southern  colonies.  Samuel  Mallory,  our 
I subject  s great-grandfather,  married  Hannah 
| Hull.  Their  son,  Ezra,  the  grandfather  of  our 
1 subject,  was  born  at  Redding  in  1785.  and  in 
I early  manhood  engaged  in  business  as  a cattle 
1 dealer  and  drover,  but  later  established  a hat 
I factory  at  Great  Plain,  Conn.  He  died  in  1845, 

1 and  his  wife,  Eliza  (Andrews),  a daughter  of 
| Eden  and  Deborah  (Knapp)  Andrews,  died  in 
| 1 876. 

Ezra  A.  Mallory,  oursubject’s  father, was  born 
J June  4,  1820,  at  Great  Plain,  and  lrom  the  age 
! of  thirteen  has  been  almost  continuously  con- 
nected with  the  business  of  hat  manufacturing. 

, The  present  factory  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
l city  of  Danbury,  and  even  in  dull  times  they  em- 
| ploy  about  three  hundred  hands,  the  manage- 
| ment  of  the  enterprise  showing  the  shrewdness 
and  business  acumen  of  its  founder.  In  1843 
| Mr.  Mallory  married  Miss  Hannah  Mallory, 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Judd)  Mallory,  of 
Wilton.  Conn.,  and  four  sons  and  one  daughter 
I were  born  of  the  union,  three  dying  in  infancy, 
the  two  sons  still  living  being  Charles  A.  and 
William  E.,  who  now  compose  the  present  firm, 
their  father,  Ezra  A , having  retired  from  active 
| business  in  1 896. 

William  E.  Mallory  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Danbury  and  at  Weston  Military 
Institute,  at  Weston,  Conn.,  where  he  was  grad- 
l uated  in  1874.  On  returning  home  he  began  to 
l work  at  the  printer’s  trade  in  the  office  of  the 
j Danbury  AY ws,  and  after  a year  there  he  estab- 
J lished  a printing  office  of  his  own  at  Bethel, 
i The  paper,  which  he  named  the  Bethel  Press, 

] was  the  second  started  in  that  town,  the  first 
) being  the  Herald  of  Freedom,  published  by  the 
j great  showman,  P.  T.  Barnum.  In  1877  Mr. 

I Mallory  bought  out  The  Danhv.rian , and  re- 
| moved  his  office  to  Danbury  and  for  about  six 
I months  conducted  The  Danburian  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Bethel  Press.  He  then  went  to 
Arlington,  N.  J.,  and  became  identified  with 
three  papers,  the  Arlington  Journal , the  Bloom- 
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field  Aru's  and  the  Montclair  Herald.  The  plant 
being  destroyed  by  fire  about  six  months  alter 
locating  in  New  Jersey,  caused  him  to  turn  to 
another  line  of  business  in  the  manufacture  of 
wire  cloth,  and  later  he  built  and  organized  the  I 
present  telephone  system  in  Danbury,  there  be- 
ing at  the  time  only  one  other  in  the  State,  that 
at  Bridgeport,  but  later  he  sold  the  business  to  a 
stock  company,  of  which  Mr.  Mallory  became  a 
director  and  secretary.  In  March,  1S80,  he  went 
west  and  bought  a cattle  ranch  at  Loup  City, 
Neb.,  which  he  conducted  until  the  fall  of  1882, 
when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa,  to  take  a place  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Shug-  I 
art  Implement  Company,  one  of  the  largest  con-  | 
cerns  of  the  kind  in  the  country,  remaining  there 
nine  months,  when  he  returned  to  Danbury,  and 
in  1883  entered  the  firm  with  which  his  father 
had  been  so  long  identified,  the  name  being 
changed  to  E.  A.  Mallory  & Sons. 

In  1878  Mr.  Mallory  married  Miss  Fannie  C. 
Raymond,  daughter  of  George  and  Frederica 
(White)  Raymond,  and  three  children  brighten 
their  home,  viz.:  Belle,  Florence  R.  and  Maude 

Christine.  The  family  occupy  an  elegant  resi- 
dence at  No.  28  New  street,  opposite  that  of  Mr. 
Mallory's  father.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a 
steadfast  Republican,  but  he  is  not  an  office-  I 
seeker.  1 


EiDWARD  J.  TUPPER,  superintendent  of  the 

v Lincrusta  Walton  Manufacturing  Company, 

at  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co..  Conn.,  is  a native  of 
Nova  Scotia,  born  September  19,  1853,  in  Mil- 
ton.  Queens  county. 

Nathan  Tupper,  father  of  Edward  J.,  was 
also  born  in  Queens  county.  Nova  Scotia,  and 
there  spent  the  principal  part  of  his  life.  In  j 
lS^She  located  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  but  j 
after  eight  vears  of  residence  there  returned  to  I 
his  native  place,  and  passed  away  at  Milton  in  | 
1877.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade.  His  wife,  1 
Mary  (Freeman),  was  also  born  in  Queens  coun-  I 
tv.  and  died  there  in  1881.  This  worthy  couple  ! 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  only  three  of  ! 
whom  survive,  namely:  Prentice  and  Thomas,  I 

both  of  whom  reside  in  Milton,  Nova  Scotia;  and 
Edward  ]..  who  was  the  youngest  in  the  family.  1 
The  father  wap  a member  of  the  Congregational  | 
Church.  I 

\jp  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years  Edward  j.  1 
Tupper  lived  at  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  re-  I 
ceived  his  education  at  the  common  schools  of  \ 
the  home  neighborhood.  On  leaving  school  he  I 
went  to  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  found  employ-  | 
ment  carrying  bundles  for  a dry-goods  store,  at  I 


which  work  he  was  engaged  for  eighteen  months. 
He  now  went  back  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  two 
years  clerked  in  the  general  store  of  his  brother- 
in-law  at  Bridgewater,  thence  returning  to  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  was  with  Hamlin  Bros.,  from 
that  place  going  to  Easthampton,  Conn.,  where 
he  learned  the  business  of  burnishing  silver-plated 
ware.  During  the  next  eight  years  he  clerked 
in  a grocery  store  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  finally,  in 
1882,  settling  in  Stamford,  which  has  since  been 
his  home.  Here  he  became  connected  with  the 
Lincrusta  Walton  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
whose  factory  he  has  been  superintendent  since 
1885.  Mr.  Tupper  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  local  affairs,  and  has  served  the  town  in  sev- 
eral public  offices  of  trust.  He  was  a member 
of  the  last  borough  board  of  Stamford,  and  in 
1893-94,  after  the  city  was  incorporated,  served 
as  member  of  the  city  council.  On  July  15. 
1897,  he  was  honored  by  Governor  Cooke  with 
appointment  to  the  position  of  harbormaster, 
the  duties  of  which  incumbency  he  is  discharging 
with  his  customary  ability  and  fidelity.  Politic- 
ally, he  is  a firm  believer  in  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  one  of  its  strongest 
supporters  in  Stamford.  On  April  3,  1899,  he 
was  elected  mayor  of  the  city  of  Stamford.  He 
is  also  prominent  in  fraternal  circles,  being  an 
active  member  of  Puritan  Lodge  No.  43-  1-  0- 
O.  F. ; Union  Lodge  (of  which  he  has  been  mas- 
ter three  years),  Rittenhouse  Chapter,  and  Wash- 
ington Council,  F.  6c  A.  M.;  and  of  the  New 
England  Order  of  Protection. 

Mr.  Tupper  was  united  in  marriage  June  30. 
1881,  in  Windham.  Conn.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  El- 
liott, daughter  of  Warren  Elliott,  of  Windham. 
They  have  no  children. 


GEORGE  J.  HURLBUTT,  member  of  the 
firm  of  Hurlbutt  Bros.,  clothiers,  of  Stam- 
ford, is  well  known  throughout  this  section.  He 
is  a son  of  Warren  P.  Hurlbutt.  who  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Darien,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  at 

No.  3 Hoyt  street.  The  grandfather,  Joel  Hurl- 
butt, was  a native  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  and  passed 


the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Darien. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  17,  1837,  in 
town  of  Whitewater,  Dubuque  Co.,  Iowa.  The 
family  came  east  when  he  was  very  young,  set- 
tling in  Connecticut,  and  George  passed  his  earn 
years  in  Stamford  and  Winsted,  this  State,  at- 
tending school  at  both  places.  The  father  was 
engaged  in  the  clothing  business,  with  which  the 
family  has  been  connected  since  1859,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  our  subject  commenced 
clerking  for  him,  in  Winsted,  where  he  spent  four 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


508 


years  learning  his  trade.  In  1878  he  located  in 
Stamford  and  entered  the  employ  of  J.  W.  & W. 
P.  Hurlbutt,  remaining  with  them  five  years. 
For  the  following  five  years  the  firm  was  Hurl- 
butt  & Weed,  and  Mr.  Hurlbutt  was  with  them 
during  that  period.  They  were  succeeded  by 
W.  P.  Hurlbutt  & Son,  who  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness another  five  years,  and  were  succeeded  in 
their  turn  by  Hurlbutt  & Rockwell,  who  also 
conducted  the  business  about  five  years.  The 
establishment  has  since  been  owned  and  managed 
by  Hurlbutt  Bros. — George  J.  and  H.  W.  Hurl- 
butt. 

George  J.  Hurlbutt  was  married  April  9, 
1884,  in  Nyack,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Emma  DeClark, 
by  whom  he  has  had  two  children:  Carrie  G. 

and  Ralph  B.  They  attend  the  Stamford  Pres- 
byterian Church,  of  which  he  is  a member;  so- 
cially, he  is  connected  with  Union  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  Puritan  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  and  the  New  England  Order  of  Pro- 
tection. 


Frederick  h.  quintard.  it  was  most 

_ fortunate  for  our  country  that  there  came 
to  our  shores  during  the  formative  period,  when 
the  forces  were  being  shaped  which  made  us  a 
nation,  so  large  a proportionate  number  of  men 
and  women  of  high  purpose  and  character,  who 
were  actuated  by  an  unquenchable  love  of  liber- 
ty. We  can  scarcely  overestimate  the  influence 
upon  our  national  life  of  the  early  emigration  of 
the  Huguenots  from  France,  who,  when  perse- 
cuted for  their  religious  principles  in  their  own 
land,  made  no  compromise  with  conscience,  but 
sought  in  the  wilds  of  the  New  World  the  free- 
dom denied  them  at  home.  With  moral  stam- 
ina equal  to  that  of  the  sternest  Puritan,  they 
gave  powerful  re-enforcement  to  the  best  ele- 
ment among  the  colonists,  and  their  descendants 
have  been  at  all  times  leaders  in  the  various 
lines  of  effort  that  mark  a growing  civilization. 

The  Quintard  family,  which  has  so  long  been 
prominent  in  this  section,  traces  its  descent  from 
Isaac  Quintard,  a native  of  Lusignan,  France, 
who,  during  the  religious  troubles  of  the  latter 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  escaped  to  Eng- 
land. He  spent  some  time  in  the  city  of  Bris- 
tol, and  was  married  there,  November  26,  1693, 
to  Jeanne  Fum6,  a lady  of  French  descent.  In 
1697  or  1698  he  came  to  America,  locating  first 
in  New  York  City  and  later  in  Stamford,  this 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  business  as  a mer- 
chant, and  for  many  years  owned  and  ran  a line 
of  boats.  He  died  at  Stamford  in  1714,  leaving 
an  estate  valued  at  some  2,000  pounds.  Among 


his  other  bequests  was  one  of  to  pounds  for  the 
use  of  the  poor  in  the  French  Church  of  New 
York.  He  had  four  children:  Isaac,  who  settled 
in  Stamford;  Abram,  who  died  young;  Peter, 
who  is  mentioned  below;  and  Marie,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Capt.  Samuel  Morin,  of  Stamford. 
On  October  1,  1708,  Robert^JEmbee,  of  Stam- 
ford, sold  a tract  of  land  ioTsaac  Quintard,  who 
at  that  time  was  a merchant  of  New  York  City. 

Isaac  Quintard,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  in 
Bristol,  England,  in  1696,  and  died  at  Stamford 
in  1738,  aged  forty-two  years.  In  I7i6the  mar- 
riage of  Isaac  Quintard  to  Hannah  Knapp  was 
recorded  at  Stamford. 

2.  Peter  Quintard  was  born  in  New  York 
City  in  1699,  and  was  married  there,  in  1723,  to 
Jeanne  Ballereau,  daughter  of  Jacques  and 
Jeanne  (Odart)  Ballereau.  He  carried  on  the 
business  of  gold  and  silver  smith,  removing  to 
Norwalk  in  1733  or  1734,  where  he  continued 
the  business  for  some  years.  His  wife,  Jeanne, 
died  September  2,  1752,  and  is  buried  in  St. 
Paul’s  churchyard.  He  died  at  Norwalk  in  the 
fall  of  1762,  leaving  one  son  and  two  daughters: 
Peter;  Marie,  who  married  Evert  Everson,  of 
New  York;  and  Jane,  who  married  Henry  Van 
Wagner,  of  New  York. 

3.  Peter  Quintard  was  a native  of  New  York 

City,  but  removed  with  his  father  to  South  Nor- 
walk about  1733,  keeping  a hotel  there,  and  for 
a time  he  held  the  office  of  postmaster.  During 
the  Revolutionary  war  he  served  as  a soldier  in 
the  cause  of  freedom.  He  was  married  twice, 
but  the  name  of  his  first  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject's  great-grandfather,  is  not  known.  She 
had  four  children:  James,  Peter,  Evert  and 

Isaac.  He  married  (second).  May  23,  1774, 
Ruth  Stevens,  of  Stamford,  and  had  Lewis  Y. ; 
Rebecca,  who  married  a Raymond ; and  Clarissa, 
who  married  Stephen  Mott,  of  Norwalk. 

4.  Isaac  Quintard  was  born  in  Norwalk  in 
1767,  and  made  his  home  in  that  locality.  He 
married,  November  13,  1794,  Elizabeth  Pickett, 
daughter  of  Ezra  Pickett,  and  had  six  children: 
Ann,  who  married  Lewis  Hendrick,  of  New  York 
City;  Evert,  our  subject’s  grandfather;  Charles, 
who  was  a shoemaker  and  farmer  by  occupation ; 
George,  a shoemaker,  who  lived  and  died  in  Nor- 
walk; Henry,  a cabinetmaker,  who  never  mar- 
ried; and  Eliza,  who  also  remained  single. 

5.  Evert  Quintard  was  born  January  24, 

1 798,  in  South  Norwalk.  When  a young  man  he 
moved  to  Norwalk  and  spent  his  life  there,  being 
engaged  for  about  sixty  years  in  the  furniture 
business.  He  married  Elizabeth  Whitney, 
daughter  of  Timothy  Whitney,  of  Norwalk,  and 
had  three  children:  William  L.,  who  followed 
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the  furniture  business  in  Norwalk  for  many 
years;  Francis  E.,  our  subject’s  father;  and 
Mary  E.  (deceased),  who  married  Bennett  Lum, 
of  Stamford. 

Timothy  Whitney  was  a Revolutionary  sol- 
dier and  a great-great-grandson  of  Henry  Whit- 
ney, of  Berkhampstead,  England,  who  emigrated 
to  this  country  as  early  as  1649,  and  settled  in 
Norwalk  about  1665.  Henry  Whitney’s  ances- 
try is  authentically  traced  back  to  the  time  of  the 
Norman  conquest  in  the  person  of  Sir  Baldwin, 
of  Whitney,  in  Herefordshire.  He  was  also  of 
direct  descent  from  Edward  I,  King  of  England. 

6.  Francis  E.  Quintard  was  born  in  Norwalk 
at  the  old  family  homestead-  on  Main  street. 
During  his  youth  he  learned  the  cabinet  maker’s 
trade  with  his  father,  and  carried  on  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  furniture  throughout  his  act- 
ive life.  He  married  (first)  Miss  Harriet  M. 
Allen,  who  was  born  in  Southport,  this  county, 
daughter  of  Increase  and  Sally  Patchen  Allen. 
Her  father  was  a native  of  Westport,  Fairfield 
county,  and  was  of  English  descent,  being  of  the 
^ sixth  generation  of  the  family  in  this  country. 
The  line  of  descent  is  traced  through  Gideon 
Allen,  a native  of  Fairfield,  Ebenezer  (1),  Eben- 
ezer  (2)  and  Joseph,  to  Increase  Allen,  father  of 
Mrs.  Quintard.  She  died  February  25,  1853, 
and  on  November  24,  1853.  Mr.  Quintard  mar- 
ried Miss  Matilda  Lounsbury,  whose  family  his- 
tory is'  given  below.  By  the  first  union  there 
were  four  children:  Harriet  F.,  Charles  A.,  Ho- 
mer A.  and  Henry  F.,  all  of  whom  died  in 
infancy  except  Charles  A.,  a well-known  resident 
of  Norwalk,  prominently  identified  with  various 
business  interests.  He  was  born  in  Norwalk 
November  7,  1848.  and  in  1864  became  a clerk 
in  the  post  office  there.  After  a year  or  two  in 
that  position  he  spent  some  time  with  different 
firms  in  Bridgeport  and  Danbury,  and  then  he 
took  the  position  of  confidential  clerk  or  mana- 
ger for  the  Simons  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Norwalk,  with  which  he  remained  six  years. 
The  next  six  years  he  spent  with  the  Union 
Manufacturing  Company  of  the  same  place,  and 
beginning  as  a bookkeeper,  he  later  became  the 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  company.  Since 
severing  his  connection  with  that  corporation  he 
has  not  been  actively  engaged  in  any  business. 
He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  is  a leading 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Nor- 
walk, being  especially  interested  in  Sabbath 
school  work.  He  belongs  to  the  New  York  Min- 
eralogical  Club,  and  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution;  socially,  he  and  his 
family  are  prominent  in  the  best  circles.  On 
June  18,  1873,  he  married  Miss  Emma  Beers, 


daughter  of  Leander  and  Huldah  Platt  Beers,  of 
Danbury,  and  a descendant  of  James  Beers,  who 
came  from  England  at  an  early  date,  the  line 
being  traced  through  James  (2)  (also  a native  of 
England),  Joseph,  Joseph  (2),  Ephraim,  David, 
Elijah,  and  Leander,  the  father  of  Mrs.  C.  A. 
Quintard.  Four  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  Helen,  Percy  C.,  Fannie  A.  (who died 
November  7,  1891)  and  Emma  T.  FrancisE. 
Quintard  had  two  children  by  his  second  mar- 
riage, our  subject  being  the  younger.  Harriet 
F.,  the  elder,  is  now  the  wife  of  Eugene  L. 
Boyer,  of  Norwalk. 

Frederick  Homer  Quintard,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Norwalk,  January  24, 
1857,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that 
city.  On  completing  his  course  of  study  he  spent 
one  year  with  his  father  in  the  furniture  business, 
and  then  became  associated  with  his  uncles, 
George  E.  and  Phineas  C.  Lounsbury,  and  Joel 
L.  Rockwell,  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes;  but 
after  spending  a number  of  years  in  that  busi- 
ness he  went  west  for  his  health,  and  on  his  re- 
turn connected  himself  with  the  Wisner  Shoe 
Company,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  as  secretary  and 
treasurer;  he  sold  out  his  interest  in  1893,  and  has 
since  remained  free  from  active  business  cares. 
He  is  a man  of  much  intelligence,  and  is  popular 
socially,  being  identified  with  various  organiza- 
tions, including  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, Norwalk  Historical  Association,  the  Nor- 
walk Club,  the  South  Norwalk  Club,  the  Knob 
Outing  Club,  holding  the  position  of  secretary 
and  treasurer  in  both  the  South  Norwalk  Club 
and  Knob  Outing  Club.  Politically,  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, but  he  is  not  especially  active  as  a partisan, 
and  like  most  of  the  members  of  his  family  he  is 
a Congregationalist  in  religion. 

On  November  2,  1881,  Mr.  Quintard  married 
Miss  Mary  E.  Benedict,  a native  of  Norwalk  and 
a lineal  descendant  of  Thomas  Benedict,  who 
was  born  in  1617  in  Nottinghamshire,  England, 
and  died  in  Norwalk  in  1699.  The  family  has 
been  prominent  in  this  county  from  the  first,  and 
many  of  its  members  have  held  influential  posi- 
tions in  public  life  and  in  Church  circles,  as  is 
shown  by  the  frequency  with  which  they  were 
chosen  to  the  office  of  deacon.  The  line  of  de- 
scent proceeds  through  Deacon  Thomas  Bene- 
dict, Deacon  John  (1),  Deacon  John  (2),  Deacon 

Nathaniel  (1)  (who  held  a commission  in  the  Co- 
lonial army),  Nathaniel  (2)  (who  served  forty- 
seven  months  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
taking  part  in  numerous  battles,  including  those  0 
Danbury,  Fairfield  and  Norwalk), Raymond,  Mrs 
Quintard’s  grandfather;  and  Goold  Benedict,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Quintard.  Her  mother,  whose 
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maiden  name  was  Arminda  Horton,  was  a daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Sarah  Mead  Horton,  of  West- 
chester county,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Quintard  is  one  of 
Norwalk’s  most  prominent  society  leaders. 

Our  subject’s  mother  was  born  April  16,  1829, 
at  Pound  Ridge,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
her  family  was  one  of  the  oldest  in  that  locality. 
Tradition  says  that  her  ancestors  came  originally 
from  Scotland,  the  first  of  whom  we  have  rec- 
ord being  Richard  Lounsbury,  or  Lounsberry. 
Henry  Lounsbury,  a son  of  Richard,  was  born 
August  15,  1684,  at  Rye.  Westchester  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  but  removed  to  Stamford,  this  county,  where 
he  spent  his  last  years.  At  Stamford  he  mar- 
ried Mercy  Scofield,  who  was  born  October  30, 
1690.  and  they  had  nine  children:  Henry,  Mercy, 
Hannah,  Nathaniel,  Epenetus,  Rachel,  Gideon, 
Nathan  and  Mary.  Nathan  Lounsbury,  our 
subject’s  great-great-grandfather,  was  born  at 
Stamford  about  1723,  and  became  a farmer  and 
cooper  by  occupation.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Seeley  Talmadge,  widow  of  Jonathan  Talmadge, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  March  27,  1759. 
They  had  five  children:  Nathan,  Enos,  Phineas, 
Sylvanus  and  Elizabeth.  Enos  Lounsbury,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Stamford,  May  31,  1763,  and  like  his  father  was 
a farmer  and  cooper.  On  April  10,  1781,  he  en- 
listed in  the  Revolutionary  army,  from  Stam- 
ford, in  Captain  Scofield’s  company,  and  served 
until  the  following  January.  He  was  married 
April  3,  1796,  to  Katy  Waterbury,  who  was  born 
in  Stamford  March  12,  1766,  the  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Thankful  Scofield  Waterbury.  Eleven 
children  were  born  of  this  union:  Elihu,  Eliza- 

beth, Katie,  Minor,  Isaac,  Nancy,  Sally,  Nathan, 
Elisha  and  Patty  (twins),  and  Joseph.  Our  sub- 
ject’s grandfather,  Nathan  Lounsbury,  was  born 
in  Stamford  April  13,  1807,  and  he  and  his  wife, 
Delia  (Scofield),  who  was  also  a native  of  Stam- 
ford, reared  a family  of  six  children,  our  sub- 
ject’s mother  being  the  eldest.  (2)  William, 
the  second  in  order  of  birth,  was  a shoe  manu- 
facturer at  Bridgeport,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
Ridgefield,  this  county.  (3)  Sarah  E.  married 
Nelson  B.  Sherwood,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. (4)  Ann  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Joel  L. 
Rockwell,  a retired  resident  of  Ridgefield.  (5) 

. eorge  E.,  the  present  governor  of  Connecticut, 
■s  one  of  the  leading  Republicans  of  the  State. 
He  graduated  from  Yale  College  when  a young 
man,  and  studied  for  the  ministry,  preaching  but 
a short  time,  as  his  voice  failed  him.  Changing 
is  plans,  he  entered  business  as  a shoe  manu- 
acturer.  He  has  been  in  business  in  Norwalk 
or  about  twenty-five  years,  and  is  senior  mem- 
er  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Lounsbury,  Mat- 


thewson  & Co.  (6)  Phineas  Chapman  Louns- 
bury, the  honored  ex-governor,  was  a shoe  man- 
ufacturer at  Norwalk  until  1880,  when  he  en- 
tered political  life.  He  has  held  various  public 
offices,  including  that  of  representative  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  in  1887  and  1888  he  was 
governor  of  the  State.  Since  retiring  from  that 
position  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  banking  and 
other  business  enterprises,  and  for  a number  of 
years  he  has  been  president  of  the  Merchants 
Exchange  National  Bank  of  New  York  City. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  a soldier  in 
the  Union  army.  His  winter  residence  is  in  New 
York  City,  but  his  summers  are  spent  in  Ridge- 
field, this  county.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a 
Methodist,  and  as  a private  citizen  his  influence 
is  given  to  furthering  the  best  interests  of  the 
people. 


F'RANK  G.  BOUTON,  one  of  Danbury’s  most 
_ popular  residents,  has  had  tangible  proof  of 
the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  his  election, 
in  March,  1895,  to  the  office  of  city  clerk,  for 
the  term  of  two  years,  his  ability  and  high  char- 
acter making  him  an  admirable  official. 

Mr.  Bouton’s  ancestors  were  early  settlers  in 
Putnam  county,  N.  Y.,  his  grandfather,  Egbert 
Bouton,  haying  been  a miller  in  the  town  of 
Southeast.  Marvin  J.  Bouton,  our  subject’s  fa- 
ther, was  born  in  that  town  in  1825,  a son  of 
Egbert  and  Polly  Bouton,  and  on  reaching  man- 
hood engaged  in  the  miller’s  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  his  death,  June  22,  1878.  He  was  a 
most  excellent  man,  a life  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Bible  Association,  and  for  many  years  a local 
preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Our  subject’s  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  M.  Bamum,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Dan- 
bury in  1829,  and  is  now  living  in  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.  This  worthy  couple  had  five  children:  Ed- 

gar H.,  Eliza  E.,  Augustus  M.,  Frank  G.  and 
Henry  L. 

Mr.  Bouton,  our  subject,  was  born  June  6, 
185-7,  in  Georgetown,  Conn.,  but  his  boyhood 
was  mainly  spent  at  Danbury  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools  for  some  years.  At  the  age 
of  thirteen  he  was  employed  in  the  meat  market 
of  Adams  Bros.,  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  where  he 
remained  about  three  years,  and  he  then  went  to 
Jamaica,  L.  I.,  to  assist  his  brother  Edgar  in  an 
insurance  business.  After  two  years  there  he 
became  connected  with  B.  F.  Irish,  of  New  Bed- 
ford, Mass.,  a photograph  painter,  for  whom  he 
I traveled  through  the  eastern  States  for  several 
, years.  On  leaving  this  employment  he  returned 
i to  Norwalk,  where  his  parents  then  resided,  and 
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entered  the  employ  of  the  Beatty  Straw  Hat 
Manufacturing  Co.,  remaining  one  year.  The 
business  of  making  fur  hats  seeming  more  desir- 
able, he  engaged  in  that  and  continued  about 
fifteen  years,  spending  nine  years  with  T.  C. 
Millard  & Co.,  of  Danbury.  For  some  time  he 
was  employed  by  T.  Brothwell  & Co.,  and  while 
there  was  elected  city  clerk.  At  present  he  is 
the  auditor  for  the  Comes  Automatic  Lighter 
Company,  of  Danbury. 

In  1880  Mr.  Bouton  married  Miss  Julia  A. 
Raymond,  daughter  of  Roswell  and  Harriet 
(Craft)  Raymond,  leading  residents  of  Norwalk, 
her  father  being  a prosperous  agriculturist.  Six 
children  were  born  of  this  union:  Ira  Garfield, 
who  died  in  infancy:  Clarence  M.,  Miron  R.,  Ira 
R.,  Shirland  R and  Julia  E.  The  beloved  wife 
and  mother  passed  to  the  unseen  life  on  March 
17.  1893.  the  day  of  the  birth  of  the  youngest 
child.  In  1898  Mr.  Bouton  married  Mrs.  Anna 
H.  Higby.  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  A.  C.  and 
Candace  V.  B.  Booraem,  of  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Bouton  attends  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  is  identified  with  various  fraternal  societies, 
including  the  Imperial  Order  of  Red  Men;  the 
Kohanza  Social  Club,  of  which  he  is  financial 
secretary:  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Progressive  Lodge 
No.  18,  at  Danburv.  He  also  belongs  to  the  local 
Hat  Finishers  Association,  and  has  been  actively 
interested  in  the  work  of  the  fire  departments 
in  various  places,  having  been  a member  of  the 
Pioneer  Hook  & Ladder  Co.,  at  Norwalk,  the 
Putnam  Hose  Co.,  at  South  Norwalk,  the  De 
Graw  Hose  Co.,  at  Jamaica  L.  I.,  and  the  Dan- 
bury Co.,  which  he  joined  in  1890.  He  resigned 
from  the  last  named  on  June  19,  1894,  after 
nearly  four  years  of  service  under  both  the  vol- 
unteer and  pay  systems.  In  politics  Mr.  Bouton 
is  a stanch  Republican. 


Frederick  hollister  stevens. 

_ The  Stevens  family  is  an  old  one  and  of 
English  origin.  Seven  brothers  of  that  name 
are  said  to  have  left  England  about  the  year  1638 
for  reasons  that  were  disapproved  by  the  Crown, 
and  their  property  was  confiscated.  The  amount 
lost  was  large,  and  several  unsuccessful  attempts 
to  recover  all  or  a portion  of  it  have  since  been 
made.  A place  in  London  is  still  known  as 
“ Stevens  Square. " 

John  Stevens,  of  Newbury,  Mass.,  was  one 
of  the  seven  brothers,  and  he  was  the  grand- 
father of  Rev.  Timothy  Stevens,  of  Glastonbury, 
first  minister  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  that 
town.  Timothy  Stevens  was  born  in  Roxbury, 
Mass.,  January  28,  1666.  He  graduated  at 


Harvard  in  1687  and  moved  to  Glastonbury  in 
1692.  He  was  called  to  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
Glastonburg  in  that  year,  and  was  ordained  at 
the  completion  of  the  church  in  the  following 
year  (1693).  He  was  a man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary ability,  and  was  pastor  in  Glastonbury 
until  1726,  when  he  died. 

Frederick  Hollister  Stevens,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  is  a lineal  descendant  of  Rev.  Timo- 
thy Stevens.  He  was  born  in  Meriden  in  1856, 
and  is  the  son  of  the  late  Joseph  Hollister  and 
Laura  E.  Post  Stevens.  Another  ancestor  ol 
Mr.  Stevens  was  Lieut.  John  Hollister,  who  was 
born  in  England  in  1612,  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  1642.  He  settled  finally  in  Glastonbury, 
and  lived  in  the  old  Hollister  homestead,  which 
is  still  standing,  and  is  the  oldest  frame  house  in 
Connecticut.  It  was  occupied,  until  recently, by 
members  of  the  Hollister  family.  Mr.  Frederick 
Hollister  Stevens,  though  born  in  Meriden,  is  thus 
of  Glastonbury  stock. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Meriden,  and  moved  with  his  family  to 
Hartford  in  1873.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
entered  the  large  wholesale  and  retail  dry-goods 
house  of  Brown,  Thompson  & Co.,  of  Hartford, 
as  assistant  cashier,  and  in  five  years  worked  his 
way  to  the  highest  position  in  the  financial  de- 
partment of  the  business.  He  remained  twelve 
years  with  this  firm,  and  then  entered  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Hartford,  intending  to  make 
banking  his  business;  but  in  1893  he  was  in- 
duced to  leave  Hartford  and  take  charge  of  the 
business  department  of  the  Standard  Association, 
becoming  secretary,  treasurer  and  manager  of 
that  corporation  at  that  time,  which  position  he 
now  holds. 

On  October  4,  1892,  Mr.  Stevens  married 
Almira  Louise,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Hon. 
John  D.  Candee,  of  Bridgeport,  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  the  Rev.  Dr.  S.  F.  Smith,  author  of 
“America.” 

Mr.  Stevens  is  a veteran  of  Company  K. 
First  Regiment,  C.  N.  G.,  of  Hartford;  a mem- 
ber of  the  Connecticut  branch,  Sons  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution;  a member  of  the  Sea  Side  Club, 
of  Bridgeport;  and  also  a number  of  other  social 
and  fraternal  organizations. 


| r^  EORGE  B.  FAIRCHILD.  In  tracing  the 

ancestry  of  this  well-known  citizen  of  Bethel 

I we  are  carried  back  to  the  days  of  armored 
! knights,  as  the  family  coat  of  arms  indicates  that 
1 some  of  its  members  took  part  in  the  Crusades, 
| from  1096  to  1400  A.  D. 

The  family  originated  in  Scotland,  where  t e 
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name  was  Fairba.rn,  but  at  a very  early  date  the 
direct  aneestm-s  of  our  subject  settled  in  England 
and  the  uame  was  changed  to  its  present  form.’ 

ThomI!  °F  u ?AWf  haVe  3 definite  ^cord  is 
Thomas  Fairchild  (i),  a native  of  England 

who  came  to  Stratford.  Conn.,  in  ,638  or  ’ 

being  one  o the  earliest  settlers  at  that  place! 

He  probably  accompanied  his  brother-in-law 

Thomas  Sherwood,  and  William  Judson  another 

pioneer.  Thomas  Fairchild  became  a merchlnt 

a".  WaS°'!!.  °f  the  leading  men  of  The  little 

ip,K",d.  S Thomf  Sh"w“d  co“ 

H*s  dea  h T m?J°r  the  Karragansett  war. 
His  death  occurred  December  14,  1670  His 

a siste^  o^mTs3  tahUghter  ^ ^ert  Sea  brook  and 
Preston  nnv  Tuh°maS  Sherwood.  Mrs.  William 
Wheeler  ( mT  MrS'  Lieut-  Thomas 

CaVui  l Ml]ford-  c°nn-  His  second  wife 

Mrs.  EhaTbeThSWh VL°ndf  "u  "'3S  3 relative  °‘ 
he  ,e,f  e‘h  h,t,ng-  °f  Hartford,  to  whom 
legacy  of  two  hundred  pounds  sterling 

,”ond°"rS5?byhlS 

next  in  r’  3"d  hlS  Son  Th°mas  (2),  who  is  the 
tracing  t "hfch  « - now 

forT  8’-rn  he  first  whlte  ch'fd  born  in  Strat 
aad  from  (2)  Was  born  Tn  1644” 

Edward  (4)  who ^fT^0^311  (3’)’  born  in  l664i 
lameTTv  i ?lt!ed  at  Newt°wn,  this  county- 

Ki-ii 

oi  descen^6  p.^j01  this  b'°graphy.  the  "line 
tions.  Proceeds,  covering  twelve 

on  Mayo  b°rn  in  >75. . and 

in  CompTnyT’rth'R?  ■ th®  Co,oniaI  army. 
Colonel  WaterL,3  Rfg‘mem'  commanded  by 
married  Marv  R ^ Genera*  Wooster.  He 

his  death  occu^eTF°eb  WtOWn'  th,s  c°nnty,  and 
Fairchild  (a)  IZ  FebruarP  22-  >8.3-  Kiah  B. 
ject,  was  a school  .grea/~grandfatber  of  our  sub- 
6,  ^09  he  eTTt  .a  eru,n  Ne'vtown-  On  June 
and  during  the  war**  F n,ted  States  army, 

sergeant.  He  dierf°  v,8'2  be  beld  the  rank  of 

eightv-six  years  H V ° the  3ge  °f 

bore  him  five  childr”  PoIiF  (Hnbbell), 

Mary  and  Lucinda  ^"r  ^atth®w'  Burton,  Maria, 
subject  s grandfath'  Burt°,n  FalrcbiId  0°).  our 
ape  of  thirty-twQ1  while"  W ^ ^ ’84°'  at  the 

"as  Amv  Wavland  " 5 b|asllng  r°ck.  His  wife 

Ceorge  Newton  whTd  they  had  three  chi)dren: 
below-  tT  _1S  mentioned  more  fullv 


5GT 


genera- 


bdow;  Robert  Rn^  ° ^ mentioned  more  fully 

firm  of  SammisB&  FV  fm"1)'  3 member  °f  ‘be 
is  & Fairchild,  clothiers,  at  Bridge- 


port,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war  in  the  23d  Con- 
necticut  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  at  the  time  of 
is  death,  in  1878,  was  a colonel  in  the  4th  Con 
necticut  Militia;  and  Frank  Harrison  a resident 
oi,rBaldK-eP?’rl'f  u3pt'  George  N'  Fairchild  (11), 
New|UbjeCtiS  father’  w-as  born  in  the  town  of 
Newtown,  January  8,  .833,  and  remained  there 

hnmlhe  * S‘Xteen  years  old’  making  his 

HmTfvTi  grandfatber  af‘er  his  father!  un- 
imelytleath  About  1849  he  ran  away,  shipped 

aboard  a whaler,  and  spent  at  least  seven  years 
at  sea.  He  then  returned  home,  and  was  mar- 

whd  hBeTei  *°  Miss  Mary  Jane  Sherman,  bv 
whom  he  had  two  children;  George  Burton 

our  subject;  and  Annie  M.,  now  Mrs.  Stuart 
Kyle,  of  Bethel.  In  1856,  immediately  after  his 
marriage,  he  settled  in  New  York  City,  taking  a 
position  as  bookkeeper  at  the  Sailors  Home  No 
!90  Cherry  street,  and  he  held  similar  situations 
with  different  firms  in  the  city  until  his  death 
which  occurred  July  19,  ,875.  For  some  time 
he  was  captain  of  Company  K,  71st  New  York 
Militia,  and  in  1862  he  went  with  them  to  the 
seat  of  war,  being  mustered  out  at  the  close  of 
the  struggle  with  the  rank  of  captain  He  was 
a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  the  I.  O.  O.  F and 
the  F.  & A.  M. 

Our  subject's  mother,  who  is  now  a highly 
esteemed  resident  of  Bethel,  was  the  daughter 
of  David  Sherman,  and  granddaughter  of  Andrew 
Sherman,  both  natives  of  Newtown,  where  the 
family  has  long  been  prominent.  David  Sher- 
man, who  died  in  i860,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two, 
married  Tamar  Beebe,  who  also  died  in  i860, 
and  had  five  children:  Ethel,  deceased;  Andrew 
and  William,  who  reside  in  Bethel;  Lemuel,  a 
resident  of  Woodbury,  Conn.;  and  Mary  lane 
(Mrs.  Fairchild). 

George  B.  Fairchild  was  born  July  22,  1857, 
in  the  town  of  Bethel,  but  his  education  was  be- 
gun in  the  schools  of  New  York  City.  At  the 
age  of  ten  years  he  returned  to  Bethel,  where  he 
attended  the  public  schools  for  a time.  In  1873 
he  began  surveying  for  maps  in  Massachusetts, 
Maryland  and  Indiana,  a business  which  he  con- 
tinued about  seven  years.  In  1880  he  took  a 
special  course  in  assaying  at  Lehigh  University, 
Bethlehem,  Penn.,  and  later  in  the  same  year 
he  went  to  Ouray,  Colo.,  where  he  Spent  two 
years.  In  1882  he  came  back  to  Bethel,  and  for 
four  years  was  employed  in  the  packing  depart- 
ment of  George  A.  Hickok  & Son.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1886,  he  formed  a partnership  with  Howard 
T.  Farnam,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
men  s hats,  the  firm  being  known  as  Farnam  & 
Fairchild.  In  1888  they  began  manufacturing 
ladies  hats  in  the  rough,  in  which  they  command 
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a good  trade,  their  factory  on  Greenwood  avenue 
employing  about  fifty  hands. 

As  a citizen  Mr.  Fairchild  takes  an  intelligent 
interest  in  all  progressive  movements,  and  he  is 
greatly  respected  among  all  classes  in  the  com- 
munity. His  home  in  Bethel  is  a most  attractive 
one,  the  house  being  an  old  Colonial  mansion, 
built  in  1760.  On  November  9,  1882,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Martha  B.  Farnam,  daughter  of 
Ethel  Taylor  Farnam,  the  well-known  hatter. 
One  child  has  blessed  this  union,  Merah  Somers, 
born  November  30,  188S. 


E\ZRA  A.  MALLORY,  of  Danbury,  Fairfield 

county,  Conn.,  has  been  connected  with  the 

business  of  hat  manufacturing  for  more  than  sixty 
years,  his  first  experience  having  been  gained  as 
a boy  in  his  father's  factory.  In  the  present 
firm  of  E.  A.  Mallory  & Sons  the  third  genera- 
tion ui  this  noted  family  enters  upon  a promis- 
ing career  in  the  same  industry,  the  two  sons  of 
our  subject  having  the  management,  Mr.  Mallory 
having  retired  in  1897. 

Our  subject  is  descended  from  an  old  English 
family,  the  first  representatives  in  America  being 
two  brothers  who  crossed  the  ocean  before  the 
Revolution  and  located — one  at  Redding,  Conn., 
and  the  other  in  one  of  the  Southern  colonies. 
He  (E.  A.  Mallory)  traces  his  lineage  to  the 
brother  who  settled  at  Redding.  Samuel  Mal- 
lory, his  grandfather,  married  Hannah  Hull,  and 
their  son  Ezra,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  at 
Redding  February  21,  1785,  and  after  spending 
some  vears  of  his  early  manhood  as  a cattle  deal- 
er and  drover,  settled  at  Great  Plain,  near  Dan- 
bury, and  conducted  a hat  factory  until  his  death 
in  1845.  His  wife,  Eliza  (Andrew's),  who  was 
born  November  28,  1788,  and  died  July  17,  1876, 
was  a daughter  of  Eden  and  Deborah  (Knapp) 
Andrews.  To  Ezra  and  Eliza  (Andrew's)  Mal- 
lory came  a family  of  eight  children,  of  w'hich 
our  subject  was  one. 

Ezra  A.  Mallory  w'as  born  at  Danbury,  in  the 
Great  Plain  District.  After  attending  the  public 
schools  for  some  years  he  was  sent,  at  the  age  of 
ten  years,  to  a private  school  or  academy  at 
Redding,  of  which  Walker  Bates  was  principal. 
At  thirteen  he  returned  to  Danbury,  and  while 
attending  schools  in  the  mornings  and  evenings 
was  employed  for  several  hours  each  day  in  his 
father's  factory  in  Great  Plain.  When  sixteen 
vears  old.  having  left  school,  he  began  to  work 
steadilv  in  the  shop,  and  alter  his  father's  death, 
in  1S45.  he  continued  the  business  without  inter- 
ruption for  nine  years.  In  1854  he  removed  to 
Danburv  and  carried  on  the  hat-manufacturing 


business,  until  1862,  when  he  formed  a partner- 
ship with  P.  A.  Sutton,  under  the  firm  name  oi 
P.  A.  Sutton  & Co.,  and  continued  the  business 
under  that  firm  name  with  increasing  success, 
until  1863  when  Mr.  Sutton  withdrew,  and  Mr. 
Mallory  continued  alone  until  1878,  in  that  year 
taking  his  son  Charles  A.  into  the  firm  under  the 
title  of  E.  A.  Mallory  & Son.  Five  years  later 
his  other  son,  William  E.,  joined  the  partnership, 
which  has  since  continued  as  E.  A.  Mallory  & 
Sons.  They  manufacture  all  kinds  of  fur  felt 
hats,  including  women’s  wear,  and  employ  about 
three  hundred  people  at  present,  although  the 
business  at  times  requires  considerable  more. 
When  Mr.  Mallory  started  at  his  present  location 
the  shop  was  quite  small,  and  was  run  by  a fifty- 
horse-power  boiler  and  a six-horse-power  engine. 
Now  the  work  requires  five  one-hundred-horse- 
power  boilers  and  a one-hundred-and-fiftv-horse- 
power  engine,  and  the  principal  building,  which 
is  lour  stories  high,  with  a frontage  of  125  feet 
on  Beaver  street,  has  two  additions,  four  stories 
in  height  and  measuring  1 30X  30  and  75x60  feet, 
respectively.  Another  four-story  building  is  200 
feet  long  by  40  feet  wide,  and  a sizingand  color- 
ing shop  runs  back  100  feet  to  the  rear. 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  Wilson 
Tariff  Bill,  Senator  Hawley  of  the  district  asked 
the  Danbury  factories  to  make  a statement  oi 
the  amount  of  wages  paid  out  by  them  in  the 
five  years  previous.  The  result  was  as  follows: 
In  1889.  $2,996,690;  1890,  $3,039,196;  1891, 
$3,142,000;  1892,  $3,225,000,  and  1893,  $2.- 
261,000  An  idea  of  the  comparative  volume 
of  Mr.  Mallory's  business  can  be  gained  from 
the  following  statement  as  to  his  individual  pay- 
roll: In  1890,  $74,004;  1891,  $95,455'.  l892' 
$123,544;  1893,  $102,738;  1894,  $97.9*7. and 
1895,  $107,91 5. 

In  1S43  ^r-  Mallory  married  Miss  Hannah 
Mallory,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Judd) 
Mallory,  of  Wilton,  Conn.  The  two  sons  born 
of  this  union  are  now  conducting  the  business 
established  by  their  father.  Charles  A.,  born 
October  16,  1850,  was  married  in  1873  to  Mis 
Ella  L.  Ryder,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  H.  and 
Olivia  (Frye)  Ryder,  and  they  have  two  children 
— Harry  B.  and  Clara  J.;  William  E.,  born m 
1850.  was  married  October  23,  1878,  to  Miss 
Fannie  Ravmond,  daughter  of  George  E.  and 
Mary  Frederica  (White)  Raymond,  and  they 
have  three  children — Belle,  Florence  and  Chris- 
tine. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Mallory  are 
members  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  0 
Danburv,  and  for  a number  of  years  previous  to 
1 896  he  served  on  the  society  committee  of  that 
Church.  The  other  members  of  the  family’  are 
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identified  with  the  Disciples  Church,  in  which 
Mr.  E.  A.  Mallory  has  for  more  than  twenty 
years  been  one  of  the  three  elders.  He  has 
always  taken  active  interest  in  local  affairs,  but 
although  he  is  a stanch  Republican  he  has  held 
but  one  office,  that  of  selectman,  to  which  he 
was  elected  in  J 868. 


WILEY  B.  BLACKMAN  is  a leading  con- 
tractor and  builder  at  Danbury,  Fairfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  to  whose  taste  and  skill  that  city  is 
indebted  for  some  of  its  handsomest  residences 
and  business  blocks.  His  success  is  the  more 
notable  because  he  began  as  a carpenter,  and 
made  his  way  to  the  wider  and  more  profitable 
field  of  work  through  his  own  efforts. 

Mr.  Blackman  is  a native  of  this  county,  and 
belongs  to  one  of  its  pioneer  families,  beiii^.  of 
the  seventh  generation  in  descent  from  Rev. 
Adam  Blackman,  who  was  born  in  Staffordshire, 
England,  in  1598,  and  entered  Christ  College, 
Oxford,  when  nineteen  years  of  age.  Cotton 
Mather  writes  of  him:  **He  was  a useful 

preacher  of  the  Gospel,  first  in  Leicestershire, 
then  in  Derbyshire,  England.  A desirable  com- 
pany of  the  faithful  followed  this  holy  man  from 
England,”  and  by  way  of  Wethersfield  came  to 
Stratford  as  early  as  1639,  making  their  settle- 
ment at  the  bend  of  the  creek  in  Sandy  Hollow. 
His  home  lot  was  on  Academy  Hill,  and  ran 
south  to  Stratford  avenue.  Mr.  Blackman’s 
ministry  continued  until  his  death.  September  7, 
1663.  Of  his  writings  only  his  will  remains  ex- 
tant. From  1646  to  1648  he  was  a member  of 
the  Synod  which  drew  up  the  Cambridge  plat- 
form. In  1651,  “by  the  town  in  public  meet- 
ing,” it  was  agreed  that  “Mr.  Blackman  shall 
have  sixtv-three  pounds  and  pay  part  of  his  own 
rate.”  That  was  not  a time  of  large  salaries. 

John  Blackman,  a grandson  of  Rev.  Adam 
Blackman,  born  in  the  year  1685  or  1686,  was 
one  of  a company — fifty-two  in  number — that 
purchased  the  township  of  Newtown  of  the  Colon- 
ial Government,  and  removed  there.  He  mar- 
ried Abigail  Beers,  and  settled  at  the  north  end 
of  the  “Town  Street.”  He  died  in  1756.  John, 
first  son  of  John  and  Abigail  Blackman,  was  born 
in  1721,  married  Margerie  Glover  and  settled  in 
Newtown,  in  the  vicinity  of  Taunton  Lake.  Their 
son,  josiah,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. was  born  there  on  February  22,  173!,  mar- 
ried Ciarissa  Camp,  and  died  suddenly  January 
10,  1803,  leaving  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Abner,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  August  J2,  1788. 
Josiah.  the  second,  was  six  years  younger.  Each 


had  chosen  a profession,  but  Abner,  not  willing 
to  leave  his  widowed  mother  alone,  relinquished 
his  plans  and  remained  with  her.  Josiah  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  Gideon  Shepard,  of  the  same 
town,  attended  medical  lectures  at  Yale  during 
the  winters  of  1814  and  1815,  and  received  his 
diploma  to  practice  medicine,  according  to  the 
I custom  of  the  time,  from  the  Connecticut  Medical 
| Society,  January  1 6,  1816.  In  April  of  the  same 
year  he  settled  in  Gilbertsville,  Otsego  Co. , N. 
Y. , having  practiced  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  for  a 
short  time.  In  September,  1829,  he  moved  to 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  in  July,  1836,  he  settled 
in  Montrose,  Penn.,  where  he  died  July  25,  1875. 
In  1820  Dr.  Blackman  married  Miss  Emily  Dan- 
ielson, of  Butternut,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  three 
daughters,  only  one  of  whom  survives. 

Abner  Blackman,  the  grandfather  of  W.  B. 
Blackman,  married  Miss  Nancy  Beers,  a daugh- 
ter of  Philo  Beers,  of  the  township  of  Monroe, 
on  January  19,  1814,  remaining  in  his  ancestral 
home  for  some  years.  In  this  old  home,  which 
is  still  standing,  are  securely  imbedded  several 
bullets,  fired  into  it  by  the  Tories  in  the  war  of 
1812-14.  Two  children  were  born  to  them 
while  here,  Philo  B. , on  January  11,  1815,  and 
Hannah,  on  August  12,  1817.  In  the  year  1818 
or  1819,  Abner  Blackman  removed  with  his 
family  to  Brookfield,  and  settled  upon  a larm 
near  the  Still  river.  Here  two  more  children 
were  added  to  their  number:  Levi,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  and  a daughter,  Mary,  who  married 
John  Campbell,  a carpenter,  of  Newtown.  Philo 
B. , the  elder  son,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  went  to 
what  was  then  considered  the  “west,”  into 
Tompkins  county.  New  York  State,  where  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  resided  with  an 
uncle,  Herman  Beers.  He  married  Miss  Maria 
Baldwin,  of  Springville,  N.  Y.,  and  finally,  re- 
turning to  Connecticut,  located  at  Middletown, 

| where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  doors. 

I sash  and  blinds.  He  now  resides  with  his  only 
| surviving  daughter  at  Clyde,  Ohio,  in  his  eighty- 
I third  year.  Hannah,  eldest  daughter  of  Abner 
| Blackman,  born  in  Newtown,  was  married  in  1841 
| to  John  L.  Foote,  of  Brookfield.  Three  chil- 
j dren  were  born  to  them,  two  daughters — Mrs. 
George  W.  Slade  and  Mrs.  Theodore  S.  Dun- 
ning, both  living  in  the  State  of  Minnesota — and 
a son — Lewis  C.  Foote,  who  is  railroad  super- 
intendent in  the  West. 

Levi  Blackman  was  born  October  26,  1820. 
He  became  a carpenter  and  builder,  carrying  on 
I the  business  in  Brookfield  and  adjoining  towns 
I for  many  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  pur- 
j chased  a small  farm,  erected  a house,  barn  and 
I workshop  with  his  own  hands,  and  there  made 
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his  home  until  the  spring  of  1S71.  In  1S50  he  | 
married  Miss  Susan  J.  Ellwood,  daughter  of  1 
foseph  S.  Ellwood,  of  the  same  town,  and  grand-  | 
daughter  of  Stephen  Ellwood,  of  the  township  j 
of  Fairfield,  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  army. 
The  first  representatives  of  the  Ellwood  family 
in  this  country  were  of  English  birth.  Two  j 
children  were  born  to  Levi  and  Susan  J.  Black-  1 
man:  Evaline  C.,  born  May  18,  1855  (who  died  | 
at  the  age  of  six  years),  and  Wiley  Beers.  I 

Wiley  Beers  Blackman,  the  only  son  of  his  1 
parents,  was  born  May  26,  1858,  in  the  town  of  I 
Brookfield,  and  his  earliest  years  were  spent  on  1 
a small  farm  on  the  banks  of  the  Still  river.  In  I 
his  childhood  he  manifested  the  liveliest  interest 
in  all  kinds  of  machinery  and  building  tools,  and 
was  never  so  happy  as  when,  in  his  father's 
workshop,  little  carts,  wheelbarrows,  sleds  and 
various  other  things  were  in  process  ol  construc- 
tion; all  were  freely  distributed  to  the  children 
in  the  neighborhood.  He  was  a great  lover  of 
books,  and  usually  went  to  sleep  at  night  with 
one  under  his  pillow.  His  education  began  in 
the  local  schools,  but  as  he  was  only  fourteen 
when  his  parents  went  to  Stepney  he  continued 
his  studies  there,  giving  his  spare  moments, 
when  not  engaged  in  study,  usually  to  some 
artistic  woodwork  designed  either  for  use  or 
ornament,  much  of  this  work  still  remaining  in 
his  childhood  home.  On  leaving  school  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  his  father,  and 
in  187S  began  work  as  a journeyman,  being  em- 
plo\  ed  in  different  places.  In  1882  Mr.  Black- 
man located  at  Danbury,  and  while  following 
the  trade  gained  a reputation  for  ability  which 
enabled  him  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  in  1886,  as  a contractor  and  builder, 
meeting  with  success  from  the  start.  His 
activity  is  not  confined  wholly  to  business  lines, 
however,  as  he  is  much  interested  in  local  affairs, 
and  in  1885  and  1886  he  served  as  a councilman 
from  the  Third  ward  of  Danbury.  On  March  9, 
1897,  he  was  elected  by  the  common  council  of 
the  citv  of  Danbury  to  fill  the  position  of  super- 
intendent of  the  city  water  works.  Politically, 
he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  in  this  respect  follow- 
ing his  father's  example. 

On  April  3,  1882,  Mr.  Blackman  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Effa  M.  Toucey.  daughter 
of  David  H.  Toucey,  a native  of  Newtown,  and  a 
well-known  carpenter  of  Stepney,  and  one  daugh- 
ter has  blessed  the  union,  Maud  T.,  born  Feb- 
ruarv  2.  18SG.  The  Blackman  iamily  has  been 
identified  with  the  Episcopal  faith  for  genera- 
tions. but  our  subject  and  his  wife  attend  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Danbury,  and 
take  a generous  interest  in  its  varied  lines  of 


work.  Mr.  Blackman  is  an  active  member  of 
several  fraternal  orders,  including  the  1.  0.  0.  F. 
and  the  American  Mechanics. 


Jr  MBROSE  A.  SHEPPARD,  a prominent 
_ Jk  resident  of  Stratford,  holds  a responsible 
position  with  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  having  charge  of  one  of  the  departments 
in  their  extensive  plant  at  Bridgeport.  He  is 
noted  for  his  sound  judgment  and  business  abil- 
ity, and  during  the  last  few  years  he  has  placed 
upon  the  market  a new  sub-division  of  Stratford, 
adding  many  tasteful  homes  to  that  pleasant 
village. 

Mr.  Sheppard  was  born  January  8,  1859,  in 
Kings  County,  Ireland,  a son  of  Ambrose  Shep- 
pard (i).  and  grandson  of  Capt.  Joseph  Shep- 
pard, an  officer  in  the  British  army,  who  lived 
and  died  in  the  old  country.  Ambrose  Sheppard 
(1),  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  a native 
of  Kings  County,  Ireland,  where  he  owned  a 
large  tract  of  land,  being  known  as  “Squire 
Sheppard."  He  learned  the  cabinet  makers 
trade  in  youth,  but  never  followed  it,  and  in  1866 
he  came  to  America,  locating  first  in  Naugatuck, 
and  later  in  Bridgeport,  this  county,  where  he 
died  December  2 5,  1896.  His  wife,  Susan  (Hall), 
who  died  many  years  ago,  was  the  daughter  0! 
Capt.  William  Hall,  of  the  British  navy.  They 
had  ten  children,  of  whom  the  following  came  to 
this  country:  William,  John,  Samuel,  Martha, 

Mary,  Harriet,  Ambrose  A.  and  Thomas. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  seven  years  of  his 
life  in  his  native  land,  and  after  coming  to  the 
United  States  he  attended  school  at  Beacon  Fall 
and  Holvoke,  Mass.  On  March  13,  1872,  he 
came  to  Bridgeport  to  enter  the  employ  ol  the 
Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufacturing  Co.,  with 
whom  he  remained  ten  years.  Having  now 
made  up  his  mind  to  prepare.for  the  Bar,  he  for 
a time  pursued  a course  of  study  in  law,  but  ill 
health  compelled  him  to  relinquish  his  plan.  For 
a brief  period  he  had  charge  of  a gang  oi  men  in 
the  painting  business;  however,  he  afterward 
returned  to  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  and  at  present  he  has  sole  charge  of  the 
bobbin  department.  On  September  2,  1 892,  he 

removed  to  Stratford,  where  he  purchased  seven- 
teen acres  of  land  and  built  a number  of  resi- 
dences for  sale,  the  entire  tract  being  laid  out 
into  village  lots.  On  January  31,  1885,  he  mar- 
ried  Miss  Ada  A.  Greenwood,  a native  of  Glas- 
tonbury, Conn.,  daughter  of  Samuel  Greenwood, 

who  was  born  in  Canada  of  French  ancestry 
Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  t- 
Squires,  was  an  American  by  birth.  Mr.  Shep- 
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pard  and  his  wife  are  much  esteemed  socially 

and  he  is  identified  with  several  fraternal  organ- 

Ind 'Z'lWn ann*irthec0rder  °f  theGolden  Cross 
“d  ,h®  I; ,°-  °-  F-  Samuel  Harris  Lodge  No 
99.  at  Bridgeport.  He  has  always  been  a strong 
advocate  of  temperance,  and  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing workers  in  the  Nonpareil  Lodge  of  Good 
Templars  at  Bridgeport,  in  which  he  has  held 
numerous  offices.  He  has  much  ability  as  a 
speaker,  and  while  studying  law  he  took  a promi- 
nent  part  in  the  Excelsior  Lyceum,  at  Bridge- 
port, which  then  boasted  two  debating  societfes 

Ze2rnfumrrld  obtain  practi- » pSS 

fon  of  fhe  = 'S  ,a  ents  comrnanded  the  admira- 
tion of  the  society,  and  one  time  he  served  as  its 

„ ”r,h,s  'vde  a«  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut  § g 
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T a well-known  and 

FabfieM  merchant  of  East  Port  Chester, 
odd  vearffn  aC°Umy’  he  has  Passed  forty 

useful  citizen!h  CeS!  U Career  ln  business  and 
.1,  , aenship,  is  descended  from  one  of  the 
old  families  of  New  York  State. 

Enghsh’eviro  ^essels‘  h-s  grandfather,  was  of 
lution  h?  During  the  war  of  the  Revo- 

ke memomWePvear?,:natnhe  r"?  3" 

In  line  Of  A the  Contmental  army. 

o sse  L w"  ,,S  sfon  Ja-eswas  the  father 
a farmer  ,„h  ! -,hiS  sketch-  James  wa® 

the  winters  in  wort'3”  lndustrlous  man  passed 
making  shoes  He  3t  bott0rmng  chairs  and 
became  tl°  He  was  frogal  and  economical,  and 
the la „7 Several  farms-  He  gave 
built  !>  , , rch  Purposes,  on  which  were  I 

*h  -fhffif  lt3Pel’,thlMeth0dis‘  Church  a"d 

Harkless  and  P a P31  Ahurch  edifices-  Both  , 
Plains  town  d iJa  VVessfJs  iived  in  White  ; 
a native  of  Whb  ^p?3™^  Let,t,a  Lawrence,  | 
James  Lawrence  *nd  a da^h^r  of  ! 

marriage  were  as  MiThe  cJ1,ldren  born  of  this  ! 
is  mentioned  farth  °ws:  Jesse  L.,  our  subject,  j 
maker  by  occnn  A ^ 'Vdbam  H.  was  a shoe-  i 

Bridgeport  an7  w^'h  K ’1  earJy  Ii,e  went  t0  1 

averyextensive\vh  i h,s  brotber  Jobn,  carried  on 
as  selectman  of  the?  CSa  6 fruit  store-  aiso  served 
port,  where  £ * °T 1 and  ->ohn  L. , of  Bridge- 

ts council  ThV3Sf  lkree  years  may°ri  also  in 
upward  of  seven  tv  ^ theSe  lived  be 

Plains.  His  wif/  ° age’  dying  at  Wbite 

vearc  -7,  W,,e  also  lived  to  be  OVPr  gpupnti’ 


His  wife  , ?•  a*e-  dying  at  White 

years,  and  both  we  3 Y IV ®d  . t0  be  over  seventy 
at  Rye  jg  r®  buried  in  Union  cemetery, 

Whig.  He  wa  Pol’t,ca))y-  ‘be  husband  was  a 

honest,  and  was  Md  ITk'  m3n'  uPright  and 
was  held  in  high  regard  as  a citizen. 


™gerWife  3nd  m°ther  W3S  a"  unusuaI]y  sweet 

Jesse  L.  Wessels,  whose  school  days  reach 
back  nearly  three-quarters  of  a century  in  the 
days  when  were  in  vogue  the  rude  log  school 
house  w.th  its  slab  benches  and  old-time  stow 
being  the  eldest  child  and  son,  did  not  get  as 
great  privileges  as  the  younger  children  had 
having  to  assist  more  in  the  work  at  home,  and 
often  away  from  home.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  he  went  New  York  City  to  work  for  a 
cousin— E.  P.  Lawrence— who  was  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  on  the  corner  of  Willett  and 
Delaney  streets,  receiving  for  his  first  year’s  serv- 
ice $25  per  year,  and,  for  the  second,  $30,  do- 
ing his  own  washing.  After  two  years  there  he 
returned  home  and  for  a time  worked  for  his 
father.  He  again  went  to  New  York  where  he 
became  a member  of  the  Mechanics’  Grocery 
Association,  whose  place  of  business  was  located 
on  Seventh  street  between  avenues  C and  D. 
This  association  was  an  Odd  Fellows  organiza- 
tion, having  for  its  object  the  furnishing  mem- 
bers of  the  order  their  supplies  cheaper,  vet  those 
not  members  were  at  liberty  to  deal  at  the  store. 
This  was  strictly  a cash  store.  Young  Wessels 
was  employed  at  this  place  two  years,  and  the 
store  prospered  under  his  direction  as  manager 
, of  the  retail  department.  Later  he  went  as  a 
I clerk  with  Garrett  Brower,  who  was  a grocer  on 
1 the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Avenue  D,  of  the  same 
1 city.  He  remained  there  until  on  March  3,  1855 
I when  he  came  to  East  Port  Chester,  and  here 
| purchased  two  lots,  paying  for  them  $300,  on  one 
j of  which  now  stands  his  store  building,  and  here 
I he  built  the  first  store  room  in  the  town,  and  has 
| from  that  time  to  this  been  in  business  on  that 
1 s'*e.  He  was  the  pioneer  merchant  of  the  town, 

I and  of  course  is  now  the  oldest  one.  His  active 
; business  career  reaches  back  over  a period  of 
i fifty  odd  years.  He  has  prospered  and  met  with 
1 success.  He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  during  his  more  active  years  he  was  a 
pillar,  taking  an  active  part  in  all  its  affairs.  He 
was  a deacon  in  the  Church,  and  held  various 
other  offices.  He  was  a liberal  contributor 
toward  the  building  of  the  church  at  Port  Ches- 
ter, and  has  ever  been  a contributor  to  its  sup- 
port. In  former  years  he  was  identified  with  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  Outside  of  his  special  business, 
that  of  a grocer  and  a coal  and  wood  dealer, 

Mr.  Wessels  has  handled  a great  deal  of  real 
estate.  He  owns  much  valuable  real  estate  at 
East  Port  Chester,  none  of  whose  citizens  are 
better  or  more  favorably  known.  He  is  a most 
reliable  man. 

While  a clerk  in  New  York,  Mr.  Wessels 
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married  Elizabeth  Green,  who  was  from  near  | 
Glenville,  Fairfield  county,  a daughter  of  Reuben  I 
Green.  To  this  marriage  were  born  children,  as  | 
follows:  Martha  E.  and  James  G.  are  both  at 
home;  Mary  I.  died  in  infancy;  and  William  H., 
whose  sketch  follows. 


WILLIAM  H.  WESSELS,  who  at  this  time 
Jr Jr  is  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of 
Greenwich,  and  one  of  the  substantial  business 
men  of  East  Port  Chester,  comes  from  a family  1 
of  merchants,  and  is  of  Revolutionary  stock.  j 

Born  April  3,  i860,  in  the  old  family  home-  1 
stead  in  East  Port  Chester,  Fairfield  county,  he  I 
is  a son  of  Jesse  L.  Wessels,  the  pioneer  mer-  I 
chant  of  that  borough,  and  whose  successful  and  | 
honorable  career  and  family  history  is  given  else-  I 
where.  In  his  boyhood  young  Wessels  attended 
the  private  school  of  Mrs.  Curry,  at  Port  Ches- 
ter, N.  Y.,  and  subsequently  he  was  a student  at 
Greenwich  Academy  under  Professor  Webster. 
He  seemed  to  be  born  a merchant,  inheriting 
from  his  father  and  grandfather  this  trait.  From 
his  earliest  recollection  this  vocation  seemed  to 
fascinate  him,  and  he  was  found  in  his  father’s 
store  at  an  early  age.  As  he  came  in  contact 
with  men  he  seemed  fitted  in  every  way  to  im- 
press himself  upon  them,  and  by  his  business 
tact  and  gentlemanly  manner — always  courteous 
and  obliging — he  from  boyhood  was  popular. 
After  his  school  days  were  over  and  he  settled 
down  to  business  with  his  father,  he  took  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  latter’s  business,  which  bv  his 
tact  and  enterprise  was  enlarged,  and  which  is 
now  still  conducted  by  them  under  the  name  of 
his  father. 

In  politics  Mr.  Wessels  is  a Republican,  of 
the  stanchest  type.  His  make-up  well  fits  him 
for  party  action,  and  he  is  active  and  influential 
in  all  party  and  public  work.  His  popularity  is 
second  to  none  of  the  officials  of  Fairfield  county, 
as  evidenced  by  the  majorities  he  has  ever  re- 
ceived at  the  polls.  He  is  one  of  the  youngest 
men  to  enjoy  the  distinction  the  office  which  he 
now  holds  gives,  and  which  is  an  evidence  of  his 
judgment  and  ability  as  held  by  the  community. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  selectman  in  Oc- 
tober, 1S94,  and  has  since  given  the  best  of  sat- 
isfaction. He  is  an  esteemed  citizen  and  a 
Christian  gentleman,  himself  and  wife  being 
members  of  the  Baptist  and  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churches,  respectively.  They  attend  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  Mr.  Wessels  is  assistant  super- 
intendent of  the  Sabbath-school,  and  has  charge 
of  the  Sabbath-school  choir.  He  is  a man  of  un- 
doubted integrity,  of  a high  standard  of  morals, 


and  of  considerable  intelligence, a good  and  useful 
citizen,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  cit- 
izens. A most  capable  business  man,  he  is  indis- 
pensable to  his  father  in  his  advancing  years  and 
increasing  business,  and  he  now  practically  has  the 
responsibility  of  the  business.  Our  subject  mar- 
ried Miss  Imogene  Slater,  a native  of  Port  Ches- 
ter, N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  William  K.  Slater,  a 
farmer. 


JrOHN  WALKER  MOREHOUSE,  a retired 
resident  of  Bridgeport,  is  connected  with 
several  of  the  most  prominent  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  Fairfield  county,  and  in  his  sterling  qual- 
ities of  character  he  reflects  the  merits  of  his 
honored  ancestry.  For  many  years  hewasiden 
tified  with  mercantile  and  agricultural  interests 
in  Fairfield  township,  and  he  still  owns  a line 
farm  there  in  addition  to  valuable  re-..’  estate  in 
Bridgeport,  and  two  charming  cottages  at  Fair- 
field  Beach,  known  as  “Samp  Mortar"  and 
1 “ Dewey.”  His  handsome  residence  at  No.  59; 

I Wood  avenue,  Bridgeport,  gives  evidence  of  the 
I refinement  and  artistic  taste  of  its  owners,  and 
1 was  recently  completed  under  his  personal  super- 
| vision. 

The  Morehouse  family  has  been  chiefly  inter- 
1 ested  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  past,  and 
i our  subject's  great-grandfather,  Isaac  Morehouse, 

! was  a farmer  in  Fairfield  township.  Samuel 
j Morehouse,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
owned  and  occupied  the  old  family  homesteadin 
Fairfield  township,  now  belonging  to  our  subject. 
He  died  in  1856,  and  his  remains  now  rest  in 
Mountain  Grove  cemetery.  By  his  first  wife,  a 
Miss  Somers,  he  had  the  following  children,  all 
of  whom  received  from  him  a good  start  in  life: 
Aaron  S.,  a farmer,  died  in  Fairfield  township. 
June  9,  1887,  aged  seventy-four  years,  and  his 
only  son,  Samuel  C.,  died  August  30,  1848,  hav- 
ing been  accidentally  shot.  Abigail  (Mrs.  T. 
Campbell)  died  in  Bridgeport.  Susan  (Mrs 
Nichols)  died  in  Hartford,  Ohio.  Caroline,  who 
1 never  married,  died  in  Ohio.  Abel  S.,  our  sub- 
| ject’s  father,  was  the  youngest  of  the  family 
Abel  S.  Morehouse  was  born  in  1816  in  Strat- 
! field  District  of  the  town  of  Fairfield,  and  was 
1 educated  in  the  schools  of  that  locality.  As  the 
! son  of  a prosperous,  thrifty  farmer,  he  was  in- 
i structed  during  boyhood  in  the  best  methods  of 
agricultural  work,  and  he  always  followed  farm- 
ing as  an  occupation.  For  his  first  wife  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  C.  Sherwood,  who  was  born 
I in  October,  1824,  in  Easton  township,  this coun- 
| ty.  the  daughter  of  David  Sherwood  and  hie 
l wife,  Caroline  (Wilson),  a sister  of  Capt.  D3'1 
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Wilson,  a well-known  citizen  in  his  day.  Alter  ( 
his  marriage  Abel  Morehouse  resided  lor  a time  [ 
with  his  wife's  mother  upon  a larm  in  the  Fair-  | 
field  Woods  District,  of  Fairfield  township,  but  I 
later  he  removed  to  Buckley's  District,  to  a [ 
larm  now  owned  by  our  subject.  He  was  a sue-  * 
cessful  larrner,  and  was  noted  as  a good  judge  of 
horseflesh,  his  numerous  trades  bringing  into  his  I 
skillful  care  some  of  the  best  horses  ever  seen  in  1 
his  locality.  His  health  was  uniformly  good,  j 
and  he  was  active  up  to  the  time  of  the  illness 
which  caused  his  death  in  1804  after  a few  days 
of  suffering.  Politically  he  was  a Republican, 
but  he  never  sought  or  held  office,  and  at  one  ! 
time  he  became  so  disgusted  over  a *•  fist  fight  ” l 
at  the  polls  between  two  prominent  men  that  he  i 
did  not  vote  for  twelve  years.  As  a citizen  he 
was  much  respected  for  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character.  His  first  wfife,  our  subject  s mother, 
died  November  6,  1857,  and  the  remains  of  both 
rest  in  Mountain  Grove  Cemetery.  His  second  | 
wife.  Fanny  (Hammond),  of  Stratford,  survived  1 
him  and  married  Edward  Osborn,  of  Weston.  ( 
She  died  some  years  later  in  Stratford.  | 

Our  subject  was  born  December  20,  1844.  in  I 
the  Fairfield  Woods  District,  of  the  town  of  j 
Fairfield,  and  as  the  only  son  he  inherited  his  | 
father  s estate.  With  the  exception  of  one  year 
his  home  has  been  made  upon  the  old  farm  until 
his  removal  to  Bridgeport.  His  education  was 
begun  in  the  schools  of  the  Buckley  District,  i 
Daniel  Meeker  being  his  first  teacher,  and  later  I 
he  studied  tor  two  years  in  a school  at  Green-  I 
field  Hill  under  Prof.  Park  Hill.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  took  a position  as  clerk  in  Harvey 
Lyon's  store  in  Bridgeport,  located  on  Main 
street,  between  Wall  street  and  Fairfield  avenue. 
Later  he  was  employed  in  the  Star  Arms  gun 
shop  in  East  Bridgeport,  and  in  a similar  shop 
in  Yonkers.  N.  Y. ; lor  some  time  he  worked  for 
the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufacturing  Co.,  at 
Bridgeport.  At  the  death  of  his  father  he  re- 
turned to  the  old  farm  and  took  charge  of  the 
estate,  purchasing  his  stepmother's  interest. 
Although  but  twenty  years  old,  he  proved  him- 
self a capable  manager,  and  in  addition  to  his  , 
agricultural  interests  he  conducted  a general  I 
store  at  his  home  for  several  years.  Through  j 
his  efforts  a post  office  was  established  there, 
known  as  Samp  Mortar,  and  he  was  the  only 
postmaster  ever  appointed  there,  the  service 
being  discontinued  alter  a few  years,  at  his  re-  | 
quest.  On  April  1,  1897,  he  removed  to  his  > 
present  home  in  Bridgeport,  and  except  for  the 
care  of  his  investments  he  is  no  longer  actively 
connected  with  business.  Although  his  manner  ; 
is  quiet  and  unassuming,  he  is  a shrewd  and  far-  I 


sighted  man  of  affairs,  while  his  integrity  and 
uprightness  are  unquestioned.  In  politics  he  is 
a Republican;  has  served  as  assessor  of  Fairfield 
township,  and  for  many  years  was  a member  of 
the  local  school  committee.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Green- 
field Hill,  while,  socially,  he  is  identified  with 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Pequonnock  Lodge  No.  4.  at 
Bridgeport,  and  Stratfield  Encampment  No. 
23,  also  at  Bridgeport.  For  several  years  he 
was  a member  of  the  order  of  United  Friends. 

On  February  12,  1865,  Mr.  Morehouse  mar- 
ried Miss  Cornelia  S.  Burr,  and  six  children  have 
blessed  the  union:  (i)Ida,  born  February  15, 

1866,  died  July  12.  1866.  (2)  Oliver  B.,  born 

October  30,  1867,  is  a skilled  mechanic  and  now 
follows  the  carpenter's  trade.  (3)  Emma  F., 
born  October  7,  1871,  married  B.  F.  Bulkeley, 
Jr.,  of  Westport,  and  has  three  children — Clara 
C.,  May  and  Ruth.  (4)  One  that  died  October 
2.  1874,  in  infancy.  (5)  Frederick  C.,  born  May 
25,  1876,  and  (6)  Daisy  C.,  born  February  12, 
1881,  are  at  home.  Mrs.  Morehouse  is  a wo- 
man of  culture  and  intelligence,  and  is  related  to 
some  of  the  best  families  in  the  United  States. 
Among  the  most  cherished  objects  in  her  charm- 
ing home  are  some  family  relics,  including  a 
piece  of  silk  taken  from  a ball  dress  once  worn 
by  the  wife  of  Thaddeus  Burr.  She  is  a native 
of  Black  Rock,  Conn.,  born  January  14,  1849, 
and  was  only  seven  years  old  when  her  parents 
removed  to  Fairfield  Woods,  where  she  grew  to 
womanhood.  Her  father,  Hon.  Oliver  Burr, 
was  a son  of  Noah  Burr  and  a grandson  of  Ne- 
hemiah  Burr.  He  was  an  influential  citizen  in 
his  day,  and  at  one  time  represented  the  town 
of  Fairfield  in  the  State  Legislature.  Her  moth- 
er, whose  maiden  name  was  Emily  Sherwood, 
was  a member  of  a well-known  family,  and  cous- 
in to  the  wife  of  Mark  Hopkins.  Mrs.  More- 
house was  one  of  five  children,  of  whom  two 
lived  to  adult  age. 


WILLIAM  H.  BUNNELL.  If  one  who  is 

acquainted  with  the  ancestry  of  William 

H.  Bunnell,  one  of  the  substantial  and  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Bridgeport,  were 
asked  whence  he  received  his  magnificent  phy- 
sique he  would  probably  reply  that  it  came  from 
his  mother’s  side  of  the  house.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  David  Davis,  was  one  of  a family  of 
nine  children — seven  sons  and  two  daughters — 
and  none  of  the  sons  were  under  six  feet  in 
height.  Judging  from  the  longevity  of  this  fam- 
ily, Mr.  Bunnell  has  the  prospect  of  many  years 
to  live,  for  this  grandfather  Davis,  who  wa«  a 
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soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  who  re- 
fused a pension  for  his  services,  lived  to  the  ripe 
old  age  of  one  hundred  and  one  years. 

Mr.  Bunnell  has  devoted  a large  portion  of 
his  life  to  the  superintendency  of  the  Town  poor, 
for  he  has  had  charge  of  that  institution  for  over 
thirty  years.  When  it  is  remembered  that  the 
appointment  is  a non-political  one,  and  one  based 
purely  upon  merit  and  efficiency,  nothing  further 
need  be  said  in  testimony  of  Mr.  Bunnell’s  fidel- 
ity and  ability  in  public  service.  He  is  now  a 
prominent  real-estate  dealer,  at  his  residence.  No. 
132  Seaview  avenue,  Bridgeport.  He  was  born 
May  30,  1833,  at  what  is  known  as  Hull’s  Farms, 
near  Greenfield,  Conn.,  and  is  a son  of  Beale 
and  Anna  (Davis')  Bunnell,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a native  of  Weston,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years.  The  mother  was  a daughter  of 
David  and  Deborah  (Buckley)  Davis,  and  her  fa- 
ther was  the  eldest  of  nine  children,  the  others  I 
being  John,  Joseph,  Samuel,  Ann,  Jeremiah, 
Daniel.  Doctor  and  Sally.  To  Beale  and  Anna 
Bunnell  were  born  ten  children:  Samuel  Gil- 

bert, Anna  D.,  Harriet  B.,  Sarah  H.,  Elizabeth 
B.,  Beale  D.,  John  W.,  William  H.  (subject  of 
this  sketch),  George  B.  and  Joseph  F. 

William  H.  Bunnell  was  a farmer's  son,  and 
like  most  sons  of  the  soil  in  that  early  day  his 
educational  opportunities  were  limited.  He  at- 
tended the  district  schools,  but  his  labor  was 
needed  on  the  farm  and  he  gave  it  unstintedly. 
When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  started  to  work 
in  the  blacksmith  shop  of  Charles  Curtis,  wagon- 
maker,  at  Stratford.  On  the  morning  of  the 
Norwalk  disaster  on  the  New  York  A:  New  Ha- 
ven R.  R-,  in  May,  1853,  he  left  Stratford  for 
Bridgeport,  and  found  work  as  an  apprentice 
with  Z.  M.  Miller  in  the  carriage-making  busi- 
ness, a branch  office  of  Thompson  k Wood, 
now  Kinks  & Johnson,  Broad  street.  Two  years 
later  he  worked  as  a journeyman  for  T.  C.  Rob- 
inson at  Wolcottville,  Conn.  Visiting  his  old 
home,  July  4,  1854,  he  was  pursuaded  by  his 
brother  to  remain  on  the  farm  for  a time,  but 
late  in  August  he  went  to  Bridgeport  and  worked 
for  several  months  with  Smith  & Barlow,  two 
carriage-wood  benders.  He  then  assisted  his 
brother  in  building  a house,  and  in  January  en- 
tered the  carriage  shop  of  Thomas  & Wood  as 
one  of  its  most  skilled  mechanics  In  May, 
1856,  he  returned  to  Smith  & Barlow  s shop, 
and  remained  with  them  until  January  1,  1862. 
That  closed  his  service  at  his  trade. 

On  February  3,  1862,  Mr.  Bunnell  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  board  of  selectmen  to  take  charge 
of  the  Town  poor,  and  remained  four  years.  Mr. 
Bunnell  then  entered  the  real-estate  and  build- 


1 ing  business  in  partnership  with  his  father-in- 
I law,  Edward  C.  Foster.  In  the  following  fall  he 
I removed  to  Westport,  Conn.,  where  he  built  a 
1 house,  and  for  three  years  carried  on  a contract- 
I ing  and  building  business.  His  return  to  public 
1 service  was  accidental  and  unexpected.  One 
I Sunday  night  he  received  a message  from  the 
I Bridgeport  selectmen  that  the  keeper  of  the 
I Town  Farms  had  died  suddenly,  and  requested 
I him  to  call  the  next  morning.  He  responded 
l and  made  a contract  with  the  selectmen  to  take 
! charge  of  the  poor  people  of  Bridgeport,  and  con- 
1 tinued  under  the  contract  system  fourteen  years. 
I The  old  town  farms  had  been  sold  to  P.  T.  Bar- 
1 nurn,  and  a new  farm  purchased  and  new  bniid- 
I ings  erected  on  the  present  location  in  the  north 
( part  of  Bridgeport.  At  the  expiration  of  his  con- 
tract, April  1,  1884,  Mr.  Bunnell’s  services  were 
re-engaged  at  a salary,  and  under  that  arrange- 
ment he  remained  in  charge  until  April  1,  1896, 
thus  closing  an  administrative  career  of  over 
thirty  years.  He  opened  a real-estate  office 
April  1,  1S96,  and  has  since  devoted  his  entire 
time  to  that  business. 

Mr.  Bunnell  was  married  November  20, 
1856,  to  Julia  G.  Foster,  daughter  of  Edward  C. 
and  Eliza  (Dobbs)  Foster.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bunnell  nine  children  have  been  born:  (1) 
William  H.  (2)  Sarah  J.,  who  married  Meriden 

Nash,  son  of  Rev.  Albert  Nash  of  the  M.  E, 
Church;  she  died  in  1885.  (3J  Edward,  who 

died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  (4)  Julia  A.,  who 
married  Frank  W.  Hawley,  and  now  lives  in 
Hartford.  (5)  George,  now  assistant  professor 
in  the  Scientific  School  at  Yale  College.  (6) 
and  (7)  Frederick  and  Edward  (twins),  who  died 
of  cholera  infantum  at  the  age  of  ten  months, 
only  a week  apart.  (8)  Mary  Grace,  who  has 
just  been  graduated  at  Wesleyan  University, 
and  is  teaching  in  the  High  School  at  Portland, 
Conn.  (9)  Frank  G.,  a student  at  the  Bridge- 
port High  School.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bunnell  ate 
members  of  the  Newfield  M.  E.  Church,  and  Mr. 
Bunnell  has  held  all  the  offices  within  the  gift  of 
that  society,  being  at  present  a member  of  the 
board  of  trustees. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bunnell  is  an  Independent, 
but  though  without  party  ties  he  has  been  fre- 
quently honored  with  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility, nor  has  he  shirked  any  of  the  duties 
which  in  his  estimation  were  due  from  a public- 

spirited  citizen.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  a 

member  of  the  hook  and  ladder  company,  Rein' 
deer  hose  company,  Bridgeport  Fire  Department. 
In  Westport  he  served  on  the  school  committee 
for  five  years.  In  West  Stratford,  where  he  no" 
lives — that  borough  having  been  annexed  to 
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Bridgeport  in  1889— he  was  justice  of  the  peace 
for  six  years  For  two  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  board  of  assessors,  and  for  two  years  a 
member  of  the  board  of  relief.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  court  of  burgesses  for  two  years 
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New  Haven  ' Conn  eSrJ  VSamUeI  F-  Jr-  (of 
Charles  yerrinetnn  'Hratherme  <married  to 
he  (married  to  Patr'irTt  »■  “g  Norwich)-  Nel- 
home  in  NorwirM  ^ S.u,.,!van-  and  making  her 

Both  parents  are  now  deceSed'^The  fN?hrwich)' 
-nducor  on  the  i 

review^s^pent  SSho^d50^1  pr°per  of  this  I 

the  earlv  aee  of  en  d?yS  In  Norwich,  but  at 
«'  the  Norwich  ,he  e™PW  ' 

remained  some  twef  C°mpany>  Wlth  whom  he  I 
od  he  took T££!l 'If  bean:  DuririS  ‘hat  peri-  j 
Norwich  Conn  th  3 ip06  S ®usiness  College, 

<«  .*«  ,o“«'  wo'A' %«»  h.JLli  j 

he  was  in  the  emnlo^'  r ^°r  five  years  afterthis  I 
the  time  serving  ai  f °f  Sargent  & Co“  Part  °f 
men'i  then  for fhree  °f  the  l0Ck  dePart- 

novelty  department  >°? uS  WaS  overseer  of  the 
In?  to  New  Haven  h**  • uburn'  Y.  Return- 

with  the  for?ed  a connec- 

as  lock  maker  in  TTn!  Manu'aciuring  Co., 
the  knob  department  ■ he  beCame  contractor  in  I 
?'*  contracto/in  the  K10  April’  ,892'  booming 
later  he  took  contil,br°n2tug00ds  works-  Sti“ 
and  in  the  post  office  d the  lock  dePartment 
0 898)  he  fs  department,  and  at  present 

hardware  departm™  °^an  of  the  lock  and 
apartments  of  Department  A 
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At  New  Haven,  Conn.,  April  14,  ,88;  Mr 

riteeRiIllSvUn,tfed,  m marnage  with  Miss  Margue- 
rite R elly,  of  Jersey  City  nativity,  a daueh- 

tion;  is  affiliated  with  the  A.  Oi  U.  W is  a 
charter  member  and  first  master  workman  of 

f “"“he  LOdgd  68'-  and  Was  a representative 

to  the  grand  lodge  in  1895.  At  the  present 
ime  he  is  the  active  past  master  workman,  and 

representative  to  the  grand  lodge  for  189S.  In 

placeCSandrhCa  ey  haS  alwayS  held  Prominent 
place,  and  he  was  secretary  of  the  Democratic 

town  committee,  but  resigned  during  the  Free- 
silver  agitation.  Mr.  Caley  and  family  are 
social,  affable  and  genial  people,  whose  friends 
are  legion,  all  honoring  and  esteeming  them  for 
their  many  virtues  and  genuine  worth. 


Ji  U9UST  L.IEBERUM.  “The  proper  study 
^ of  mankind  is  man,”  wrote  the  poet- 
essayist  generations  ago.  To  be  a good  student 
one  must  profit  by  the  studying,  and  there  are 
lessons  to  be  learned  from  the  life  of  each  and 
every  man.  Our  form  of  government  is  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  the  development  of  the  manly 
traits  of  character,  and  our  democracy  so  great 
that  “a  man  is  a man,  if  he  is  willing  to  toil 
and  the  humblest  may  gather  the  fruits  of  the 
soil.  The  life  of  a truly  self-made  -man  is  an 
interesting  one  to  young  and  old  alike,  but  more 
. especially  to  the  young,  for  it  indicates  to  their 
yet  unsettled  minds  certain  paths  that  can  be 
followed,  and  certain  success  that  can  be  won. 
Such  a se"-made  man  is  he  whose  name  opens 
this  brief  review.  August  Lieberum,  one  of  the 
solid  business  men  of  Bridgeport,  was  born  at 
I Hessen-Cassel,  Germany,  December  1,  1839. 
August  Henry  Lieberum,  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  at  Gottingen, 
Hanover,  Prussia,  in  1799,  and  died  in  1884,  at 
New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
he  went  to  Hessen-Cassel,  and  was  employed  in 
a genera]  merchandise  store.  At  this  place  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Fridericke  M.  F.  Happel, 
and  to  them  were  born  eight  children,  of  whom 
the  following  is  the  record:  (1)  Mary  married 

William  Keller,  and  they  are  now  both  deceased. 

(2)  Augusta  married  Nicholas  Usinger,  and  lives 
in  Bridgeport.  (3) ' Kate  (deceased)  married 
Andrew  Usinger.  (4)  William  is  mentioned 
elsewhere.  (5)  August  is  our  subject.  (6) 
Henry,  of  Bridgeport.  (7)  Charles,  of  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.  (8)  Minnie  (deceased)  was 
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the  wife  of  William  Evers,  a butcher  of  Bridge-  | the  advancement  of  all  worthy  enterprises.  To- 
port.  The  mother  of  this  family  passed  to  the  I day  he  stands  conspicuously  as  one  of  the  repre- 
unseen world  in  1885,  at  New  Brunswick.  N.  J.,  sentative  men  of  Bridgeport,  on  whose  business 
where,  for  some  time  previous  to  the  death  of  her  career,  or  in  whose  private  life,  there  is  neither 
husband,  they  had  lived  in  retirement.  blot  nor  blemish. 

August  Lieberum  spent  his  boyhood  days  at 
Borken,  Hessen-Cassel,  and  in  the  public  schools 

of  that  place  received  his  literary  training.  TXfON.  GEORGE  E.  SOMERS.  Not  uncom- 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  in  company  with  Ju^i  monly  at  the  present  day,  as  well  as  dur- 
his  brother  William  and  his  sister  Kate,  he  came  ing  the  past  generations,  skilled  mechanics  have 
to  this  country,  and  at  Birmingham,  Conn.,  risen  by  the  force  of  their  own  merit  and  appli- 
learned  the  trade  of  cabinet  maker,  serving  his  cation  to  positions  of  commanding  importance 
apprenticeship  of  three  years  with  Somers  & and  influence  in  the  manufacturing  world.  In 
Lewis.  In  1 86 1 he  left  Birmingham  and  settled  this  brief  sketch  is  reported  the  crude  life  outline? 
in  Bridgeport,  where  he  worked  in  the  Wheeler  of  one  of  those  men  who  have  thus  won  the  de- 
& Wilson  factory  until  1865;  at  this  time  he  de-  | served  laurel  of  success, 
cided  to  enter  business  in  connection  with  his  George  E.  Somers,  vice-president  of  the 

brother  William,  and  accordingly  opened  a store  Bridgeport  Brass  Company,  and  an  official  in  vari- 
on  Water  street,  where  they  carried  on  a line  of  ous  other  industrial  works,  was  born  in  Newtown, 
furniture  and  undertaking  goods  under  the  firm  Conn.,  January  2t,  1833,  a son  of  Rufus  and 
name  of  Lieberum  Bros.  In  this  location  they  Esther  (Peck)  Somers.  The  father  was  born  in 
remained  two  years,  and  then  removed  to  Nos.  1800,  and  died  in  1867;  the  mother  was  born  in 
3-5-7  State  and  Nos.  315  and  317  Water  streets,  1799,  and  died  in  1884.  They  had  a family  ol 
and  they  remained  during  the  long  period  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and 
twenty-three  years.  After  twenty-five  years  of  womanhood,  as  follows:  Emily.  Henry,  George 

a successful  business  career,  the  partnership  was  E.,  Esther  M.  (who  died  in  i860),  David  and 
dissolved  in  1890,  and  our  subject  went  into  the  John  W. 

undertaking  business  exclusively.  He  located  at  George  E.  Somers  was  educated  in  the  com- 

No.  636  Main  street,  and  there  remained  for  one  | nron  schools  of  Newtown,  and  at  the  age  of  nine- 
and  one-half  years,  when  he  returned  to  State  I teen  left  his  native  place  to  begin  at  Naugatuck 
and  Water  streets,  and  has  since  carried  on  busi-  I his  life  work  as  a skilled  mechanic  and  manufad- 
ness  there.  urer.  After  two  years  spent  in  a Naugatuck  roa- 

On  October  15,  1863,  at  Bridgeport.  Mr.  chine  shop,  Mr.  Somers  worked  two  years  at 
Lieberum  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Kate  Waterbury,  and  was  then  for  two  years  and  a 
Conrad,  a native  of  Bavaria,  Germany.  Five  I half  with  Wallace  & Sons,  of  Ansonia,  Conn.  He 
children  have  come  to  bless  their  union,  all  but  removed  to  Providence.  R.  L.  where  he  was  em- 
one  of  whom  are  living:  (1)  August  H.  died  in  ployed  by  the  Gorham  Manufacturing  Company, 

1884.  at  the  age  of  t wenty-two  years;  (2)  Emma  the  world-renowned  silversmiths,  to  make  tools, 
married  William  Ortlepp,  an  undertaker  of  the  i used  in  manufacturing  silverware,  an  occupation 
East  side  of  Bridgeport,  and  has  two  children—  i requiring  peculiar  nicety  and  the  utmost  skill 
Florence  and  Gertrude;  (3)  Mary  became  the  | During  the  Civil  war  he  returned  to  Ansonia,  and 
wife  of  Augustus  Maxon,  of  Bridgeport,  and  has  1 was  engaged  with  Wallace  & Sons  in  the  manu- 
one  child— Harold;  (4)  Cora  is  at  home;  and  I facture  of  cartridge  shells.  About  the  close  ol 
(5)  Arthur  B..  the  genial  and  successful  manager  | the  war  Mr.  Somers  took  charge  of  one  of  the  de- 
of  a delicatessen  store  at  No.  7 State  street.  j partments  of  the  Benedict  & Burnham  Manufact- 

Socially,  Mr.  Lieberum  is  a member  of  Steu-  I uring  Co.,  at  Waterbury,  as  master  mechanic, 

ben  Lodge  No.  S3,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Bridgeport  En-  1 While  filling  that  position  he  made  a trip  t0 

campment  No.  22,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  or-  ! Europe,  and  on  his  return  introduced  seamless 

der  of  Rebekah;  Knights  of  Pythias,  Mithra  1 brass  and  copper  tubing  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
Lodge  No.  8;  a Mason  from  Blue  Lodge  to  Mys-  1 try.  which  has  since  grown  to  wonderful  propor- 
tic  Shrine:  of  the  Arion  Society,  and  the  Turn-  \ tions  in  the  brass  and  copper  industries  of  the 
verein.  He  is  a large  holder  of  real  estate,  and  I United  States. 

this  has  not  been  the  result  of  inheritance,  but  In  1881  Mr.  Somers  came  to  Bridgeport  to 

rather  of  his  own  industry'  and  business  acu-  1 accept  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the 
men.  Ever  awake  to  the  best  interests  of  his  | Bridgeport  Brass  Company.  He  was  also  elected 
adopted  town,  he  does  his  part  as  a loyal  citizen,  1 one  of  the  directors  of  the  company,  and  ha? 
and  contributes  liberally  of  time  and  means  to  I since  been  closely  identified  with  its  immense 
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strides  toward  a wider  and  more  commanding 
productiveness.  He  is  at  present  vice-president 
of  the  company.  It  employs  from  750  to  800 
hands,  and  the  pay  roll  amounts  to  from  $6,000 
to  $7,000  weekly.  The  works  cover  four  and 
one-quarter  acres  of  ground,  and  the  building, 
which  is  brick,  covers  two  acres.  At  this  great 
establishment  a wide  variety  of  brass  goods  is 
manufactured,  most  important,  perhaps,  being 
the  manufacture  of  brass  and  German  silver  in 
the  sheet  and  coil.  There  is  also  produced  here 
brass,  copper  and  German  silver  wire  and  seam- 
less tubing,  lamps,  burners,  lamp  trimmings, 
ete.  Having  always  been  of  an  inventive  turn  of 
mind.  Mr.  homers  has  secured  several  valuable 
patents  on  articles  of  importance  in  his  business. 
He  is  also  a stockholder  in  the  Bridgeport  Cruci- 
ble Company,  president  of  the  Bridgeport  Elec- 
tric Manufacturing  Company,  and  a director  of 
the  Bridgeport  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Somers  has  never  been  a seeker  for  office, 
but  his  business  capacity  has  a number  of  times 
been  called  into  service  in  the  interests  of  the 
public  While  at  Waterburv  he  served  several 
years  on  the  board  of  fire  commissioners,  and 
there  contributed  largely  in  advancing  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  department.  In  politics  he  is  an 
earnest  Republican,  and  has  served  as  a delegate 
from  Bridgeport  to  the  State  convention.  He 
was  appointed  by  Mayor  Marigold  to  the  local 
board  of  public  works  at  Bridgeport,  to  succeed 
Edward  K.  Jves.  resigned,  was  subsequently  re- 
appointed by  Mayors  Bostwick  and  Clark,  and  is 
a member  of  that  board  at  piesent.  In  the  fall 
of  1896  he  was  nominated  lor  member  of  the 
State  Legislature  from  Bridgeport,  and  was 
elected  by  a tremendous  majority.  He  is  now 
serving  on  the  committee  on  Manufactures  In 
social  life  Mr.  Somers  is  an  active  and  influential 
Freemason.  He  has  served  in  most  of  the 
offices  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Commandery.  and 
has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

In  November,  1858,  Mr.  Somers  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  ].  Noble,  daughter 
of  David  Noble,  of  Southbury.  Conn.  She  died 
in  1863,  and  in  1865  he  married,  for  his  second 
wife,  Miss  Fannie  E.  French,  daughter  of  Miles 
and  Elizabeth  (Sperry)  French,  residents  of  that 
portion  of  Bethany,  Conn.,  now  part  of  Beacon 
Falls.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Somers  have  one  child, 
Jennie  S.,  now  a student  in  the  Boxwood  school 
at  Old  L vme.  Conn.  They  are  members  of  the 
Park  Street  Congregational  Church  at  Bridge- 
port, 

If  in  the  space  of  a few  words  the  character- 
istics which  most  distinguish  Mr.  Somers  in  his 
37 


business  career  were  to  be  noted,  it  would  per- 
I haps  be  said  that  he  is  a quiet,  cool-headed  busi- 
ness man,  who  weighs  well  his  actions  and  has 
1 the  courage  of  his  convictions.  His  ripe  judg- 
1 ment  and  experience,  re-enforced  as  they  are 
1 by  high  conceptions  and  convictions  of  duty. 

■ mark  him  as  an  efficient  and  valuable  factor  in 
1 the  current  history  of  his  native  State. 


CHARLES  B.  MARSH.  “Have  a purpose 
and  then  work  for  it"  is  a motto  which  has 
i been  fully  tested  in  the  career  of  this  highly  es- 
< teemed  resident  of  Bridgeport.  As  the  head  of 
1 the  firm  of  Marsh  Brothers,  leading  contractors 
I and  builders  of  that  city,  he  has  earned  a high 
I reputation  in  business  circles  and  won  for  him- 
| self  a substantial  success  in  life,  all  of  which  he 
attributes  to  his  persistent  following  of  the  above 
precept.  Marsh  Brothers  have  an  extensive  con- 
tracting business,  and  are  also  large  dealers  in 
real  estate,  their  work  requiring  the  assistance  of 
several  clerks,  and  their  handsomely  appointed 
offices  at  Nos.  25-33  P.  O.  Arcade  are  the  finest 
in  the  city,  while  their  honorable  dealings  have 
brought  them  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  they 
have  come  in  contact. 

The  Marsh  family  is  of  English  origin,  the 
first  of  this  branch  to  come  to  America  being 
Thomas  Marsh,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  who 
crossed  the  ocean  in  1816  with  his  wife,  Martha 
Marks  Marsh,  and  children.  He  was  a carpen- 
ter by  trade,  but  after  a short  stay  in  Bridgeport 
he  settled  upon  a farm  in  the  town  of  Easton, 
where  he  died  in  J860. 

James  Marsh,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
at  Trowbridge,  England,  in  1812,  but  his  life  was 
chiefly  spent  in  Easton,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing. his  death  occurring  in  1887.  He  married 
Miss  barab  Beardsley,  a sister  of  Henry  and 
George  Beardsley,  of  Huntington,  and  she  is 
still  living.  Our  subject  is  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  lour  children:  Lottie  married  Daniel 
Brewer,  a farmer  at  New  Milford,  Conn.;  Ed- 
ward, born  June  22.  1862,  is  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Marsh  Brothers;  and  Anna  is  the  wife  of 
T.  A.  Burgess,  a contractor  and  builder  of 
Bridgeport. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  13,  1867,  at  the 
old  farm  in  Easton,  where  he  remained  through 
boyhood,  his  education  being  secured  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  the  vicinity.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  went  to  Shelton  to  learn  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  with  Beardsley  Brothers,  and  on  com- 
pleting an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  he 
located  at  Bridgeport  and  engaged  in  business  as 
a contractor  and  builder.  For  two  years  he  was 
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in  partnership  with  Henry  W.  Beers,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  been  associated  with  his  brother, 
Edward  H.  On  September  30,  1891,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Effie  A.  Booth,  daughter  of  Frederick 
J.  Booth,  a prominent  citizen  of  Easton.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Marsh  are  popular  in  the  best  social 
circles,  and  are  active  workers  in  Grace  M.  E. 
Church  at  Bridgeport.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Sea  Side  Club,  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Masonic 
Lodge  at  Bridgeport,  and  other  organizations. 
Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 


LARSEN  BROTHERS.  This  well-known 
firm  of  contractors,  who  have  been  conduct- 
ing an  extensive  business  at  Greenwich  lor  some 
vears  past,  consists  of  two  brothers,  Niels  and 
Lawrence  Larsen,  natives  of  Denmark,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  two  more  able  and  energetic  young 
men  can  be  found  in  that  community. 

Coming  to  this  country  perfect  strangers, 
without  friends  or  capital,  they  have  made  their 
way  steadily  foward  in  spite  of  all  discourage- 
ments, and  to-dav  they  command  a profitable 
business  with  every  prospect  of  increased  pros- 
perity in  the  future.  Honest  and  straight- 
foward  in  their  dealings,  they  discharge  every 
obligation  faithfully,  and  they  have  already 
won  the  confidence  of  the  community.  With 
the  first  profits  of  their  enterprise  they  built  a 
pleasant  home  for  themselves,  and  as  time 
passed  they  invested  in  other  property,  including 
three  residences  which  they  rent.  They  are  the 
first  of  their  family  to  come  to  America  Their 
parents.  Capt.  Christian  Larsen  and  his  wile, 
Ane  Marie  Andersen,  are  still  living  at  the  old 
home  in  Denmark,  and  the  father,  who  was  form- 
erlv  a sea  captain,  is  now  engaged  in  farming. 
There  were  four  children  in  the  family,  two  sons 
and  two  daughters. 

Niels  Larsen,  the  elder  of  the  two  sons, 
was  born  January  18,  1868,  and  when  only  seven 
rears  old  started  out  from  the  old  home  with  his 
mind  set  on  earning  money  enough  to  bring  him 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  for  which  pur- 
pose he  saved  as  much  as  possible  from  his 
meagre  earnings.  In  18S7,  having  accumulated 
the  amount  necessary  for  passage  money,  he 
sailed  from  Copenhagen  with  his  brother  Law- 
itnce.  and  in  July  of  that  year  they  landed  in 
New  York.  They  had  but  a few  dollars  left,  and 
the  trying  time  that  followed  while  gaining  a 
foot-hold  in  this  new  land  can  be  better  imagined 
than  described.  The  first  employment  found  by 
Niels  was  with  Henry  Held,  of  Greenwich,  and 
although  the  wages  were  small  they  werea  begin- 
ning of  better  things,  as  in  time  he  managed  to  save 


1 enough  to  give  him  a start  in  business.  He  was 
steady  and  trustworthy,  not  in  the  least  afraid 
of  work,  and  he  remained  in  Mr.  Held's  employ 
four  years.  In  1893  he  and  his  brother  began 
taking  contracts  for  grading  and  excavating,  and 
they  have  since  devoted  their  attention  to  that 
line  of  work.  In  1890  he  re-visited  his  native 
land,  cheering  the  hearts  of  his  parents  with  the 
sight  of  his  prosperity. 

Lawrence  Larsen  was  born  March  22, 
1872,  and  in  his  youth  he  attended  the  free 
schools  of  his  native  place,  receiving  a good, 

I practical  education.  By  the  time  he  was  fifteen 
I he  managed, through  industry  and  close  economy, 

1 to  secure  the  funds  necessary  to  take  a trip  to 
j the  United  States,  and  on  his  arrival  he  made 
his  way  to  Greenwich  with  his  brother.  He  was 
1 married  April  1,  1 894,  to  Miss  Margaret  Huggins, 
I who  was  born  in  Ireland,  a daughter  of  James 
I Huggins,  and  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  fif- 
I teen.  Two  children,  Lawrence  Christian  and 
J Anna  N..  have  blessed  this  union.  The  family 
i is  identified  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which 
I both  brothers  are  consistent  members. 


CVH ARLES  DELAVAN  WOODRUFF.  This 
well-known  resident  of  Bridgeport  has  won 
1 more  than  a local  reputation  as  a manager  of 
! large  enterprises,  a practical  knowledge  of 
1 men  and  affairs  being  combined  with  shrewd 
| judgment  and  rare  executive  ability.  Becomes 
I of  a family  which  has  been  noted  in  previous 
j generations  for  intellectual  ability. 

Herman  Woodruff,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
j iect,  was  a prominent  citizen  of  Auburn,  N-Y, 
1 and  James  O.  Woodruff,  father  of  Charles  D.. 
1 was  the  director  of  the  Woodruff  Scientific  Ex- 
j pedition  of  1 878,  which  was  virtually  a floating 
I college,  the  North  German  Lloyd  steamship 
1 “General  Werder”  being  purchased  for  that 
| purpose.  It  was  proposed  to  carry  a full  staff  of 
| professors  and  scientists,  and  was  to  be  com- 
i manded  bv  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  Capt.  (now 
! Rear  Admiral)  John  W.  Phillips  being  delegated 
I to  the  command  of  the  same.  Our  subjects 
! mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ermina  Adsit. 
j was  a native  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter 
j of  Rev.  Samuel  Adsit,  a Baptist  minister. 

Mr.  Woodruff  was  born  July  10,  1 864,  aj 
S Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  and  his  education  was  obtaine 
I chiefly  at  Highland  Military  Academy,  Worces- 
ter, Mass.,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1880.  He 

l then  became  connected  with  a railroad  in  Ohio, 

■ and  later  spent  some  time  in  the  silver  mineso 
I the  Rocky  Mountains.  In  1884  he  went  to  Bat- 
I imore,  Md.,  to  take  a position  as  superintendent 
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of  the  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  and  this  he 
held  until  1891  when  he  accepted  a similar  posi- 
tion with  the  Chicago  Gas  Light  & Coke  Co., 
Chicago,  111.  In  1893  he  removed  to  Boston,  hav- 
ing been  appointed  chief  engineer  of  the  Brook- 
line Gas  Company,  of  that  city,  but  in  1895  he  | 
located  in  Bridgeport  as  superintendent  of  the 
Citizens  Gas  Company. 

In  1895  Mr.  Woodruff  married  Miss  Martha 
Nichols,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  and  both  are  popular 
in  the  best  social  circles  of  Bridgeport.  Mr. 
Woodruff  is  identified  with  various  societies,  in- 
cluding the  Algonquin  Club,  and  Bridgeport 
Yacht  Club. 


* RTHUR  EDWARDS  PLUM,  formerly  a 
J&k  representative  in  the  State  Legislature  from 
the  town  of  Trumbull,  is  one  of.  the  leaders  in 
the  business,  political  and  social  life  of  that 
locality,  and  few  men  of  his  years  have  achieved 
as  wide  a popularity. 

Mr.  Plumb  comes  of  good  old  Colonial  stock, 
his  ancestors  having  settled  in  the  town  of  Trum- 
bull at  an  early  period.  Eli  Plumb,  his  great- 
grandfather, was  born  November  25,  1 777,  and 
died  October  14,  1865.  He  married  Betsey 
Booth,  and  had  six  children:  (1)  Pixley  J., 

born  December  6,  1800,  died  July  28,  1826.  He 
was  married  on  May  16,  1822,  to  Susan  Hurd, 
by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Delia  Judson, 
born  May  26,  1825;  she  was  married  February 
12,  1850,  to  Charles  H.  Hall,  and  has  had  one 
child,  Ella  E.,  born  February  24,  1871.  (2) 

Birdsey  B.,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  is  men- 
tioned below.  (3)  Almon  E.,  born  April  1,  1807, 
was  married  January  17,  1828,  to  Betsey  Ster- 
hng.  (4;  Betsey  Ann,  born  in  1811,  died  Janu- 
ary  27,  1827.  (5)  Harriet  A.,  born  in  1816, 

was  married  November  10,  1835,  to  Benjamin 
Burton,  and  died  May  27,  1854.  (6)  Mary  Ann, 
born  March  23.  1821,  was  married  January  26, 
’046,  to  Lucius  C.  Booth.  They  had  one 
daughter,  Lacira,  born  March  20,  1847,  who 
married  Edmond  H.  Hurd,  and  died  December 
’®72,  leaving  one  child,  Lillian  Lacira,  now 
e wi^  °f  Edward  T.  Hendrickson,  of  No.  619 
oble  avenue,  Bridgeport. 

Birdsey  B.  Plumb,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  bom  August  8,  1804,  and  followed  farming 
p , rumhull  lor  many  years,  his  death  occurring 
•e.r“ary  I2>  >891.  On  March  8,  1828,  he  mar- 
Miss  Emeline  Mallett,  who  died  December 
s^ar'i?0',  They  had  ,wo  children:  Betsey  Ann 
harles  Elliott.  The  former  was  born  De- 
ni er  15,  1827,  and  died  January  17,  1864. 
e was  married  November  21,  1854,  to  Thomas 


C.  Word  in,  and  had  two  children:  Birdsey 
Plumb,  born  January  10,  1857,  died  March  8, 
1875;  and  Elizabeth  Chapelle,  born  January  15, 
1 860,  who  was  married  February  14,  1884,  to 
Frederick  J.  Lockwood  (now  deceased). 

Charles  Elliott  Plumb,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  in  Trumbull,  June  12,  1832,  at  the 
homestead  now  occupied  by  our  subject,  and 
died  June  24,  1873.  He  made  his  home  in 
Trumbull,  and  in  early  manhood  followed  farm- 
ing there,  but  later  he  became  a civil  engineer, 
being  connected  with  the  United  States  coast 
survey  for  many  years.  He  served  as  a soldier 
during  the  Civil  war,  in  Company  D,  23d  Conn. 
V.  1.,  and  his  brief  career  was  in  all  respects 
worthy  of  admiration.  In  religious  faith  he  was 
a Congregationalist,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
active  members  of  the  Church  of  that  denomina- 
tion in  Trumbull.  On  May  5,  1856,  he  married 
Miss  Susan  Ann  Hall  (daughter  of  Alanson  Hall, 
of  Chestnut  Hill),  who  died  February  n,  1895. 
Of  their  five  children:  (1)  Willard  Shelton, 

born  July  21,  1857,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Trumbull,  also  in  a private  school 
conducted  by  Emory  F.  Strong,  and  since  1884 
he  has  been  connected  with  the  City  Savings 
Bank  at  Bridgeport;  he  was  married  November 
15,  1883,  to  Miss  Ida  Grace  Summers.  (2) 
Charles  Edward,  born  April  24,  1859,  died  Oc- 
tober 29,  1863.  (3)  Charles  Franklin,  born 

January  19,  1865,  was  married  November  19, 
1889,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Tait,  and  resides  in 
Bridgeport.  (4)  Arthur  E.  is  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch.  (5)  Howard,  born  January  26, 
1870,  died  March  29  of  the  same  year. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  1,  1866,  at  his 
I present  homestead,  and  his  education  was  chiefly 
j obtained  in  the  schools  of  that  town,  a course  in 
| a business  college  at  Bridgeport  giving  him  a 
| technical  knowledge  of  practical  business  meth- 
| ods.  On  leaving  school  he  assisted  his  grandfa- 
ther for  some  time  in  the  management  of  the 
I homestead,  but  in  1887  he  was  appointed  station 
I agent  at  Trumbull.  This  position  he  held  until 
I 1891,  when  he  engaged  in  general  mercantile 
I business  with  his  brother  Charles  F.,  and  this 
| enterprise  has  met  with  increasing  success.  From 
j an  early  age  he  has  always  been  prominent  in 
I the  work  of  the  Republican  party  in  his  locality. 

I In  1895  he  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff  by 
| Sheriff  Sidney  E.  Hawley  t and  he  resigned  the 
1 position  January  5.  1897,  but  was  again  ap- 
pointed late  in  June  of  the  same  year.  In  1896 
I he  was  elected  representative  from  Trumbull 
I in  the  General  Assembly,  and  he  served  one 
| term  acceptably.  Socially  he  is  identified  with 
I the  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  he  is  an  active 
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member  of  the  Grange.  On  November  28,  I 
1889,  he  married  Miss  Charlotte  C.  Bennett,  1 
who  died  April  25,  1894,  leaving  one  daughter,  1 
Charlotte  Bennett  Plumb.  I 


BAVID  A.  DE  LIMA,  an  able  and  enterpris- 

' ing  young  business  man  of  Stamford,  Fair- 

field  county,  is  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Puritan  Poultry  Farm,  which  was  established  at 
that  place  in  March,  >897,  and  is  already  known  1 
as  the  largest  farm  of  its  kind  in  the  United  I 
States.  The  buildings,  which  were  erected  at  a I 
cost  of  $25,000.  cover  five  acres,  and  the  entire  | 
plant  occupies  forty-five  acres.  The  business  is 
conducted  in  a scientific  manner,  according  to  | 
modern  methods,  and  at  present  produces  about 
21.000  broilers  per  month. 

Mr.  de  Lima  was  born  November  29,  1875, 
at  Curacao,  West  Indies,  but  his  life  has  been 
mainly  spent  in  this  country.  His  father,  Judah 
de  Lima,  a native  of  Coro,  Venezuela,  South 
America,  was  for  many  years  a successful  com- 
mission merchant  in  New  York  City,  and  there  1 
our  subject  obtained  his  elementary  education.  I 
Later  he  entered  Cornell  University,  at  Ithaca,  ! 
N.  Y. , and  completed  a course  in  electrical  en-  1 
gineering,  graduating  in  the  class  of  96.  On  | 
turning  his  attention  to  the  many  business  open-  1 
ings  before  the  young  men  of  to-day,  he  decided  | 
to  engage  in  his  present  enterprise,  in  which  he  | 
is  associated  with  a brother-in-law,  Horace  Clark  I 
Adams,  and  the  venture  gives  promise  of  re-  I 
warding  their  energetic  and  well  directed  efforts  I 
with  generous  profits.  Though  both  partners 
are  young  men,  they  have  entered  upon  their 
chosen  line  of  work  with  as  thorough  prepara- 
tion for  an  undertaking  of  such  magnitude  as 
could  be  obtained  before  actively  commencing  a 
business  which  from  its  very  size  and  the  com- 
plicated workings  of  its  various  departments 
would  seem  to  set  it  apart  as  an  entirely  new  de-  1 
parture.  Mr.  de  Lima  had  much  experience  in 
incubating  and  allied  work  on  his  father’s  large 
estate  in  Venezuela,  and  Mr.  Adams  has  had  an 
unusually  wide  experience  for  one  of  his  age  in 
feeding  and  caring  for  laying  stock  and  young  ! 
chicks,  each  member  of  the  firm  taking  personal  I 
charge  of  the  end  of  the  business  for  which  he  is 
specially  fitted.  They  have  left  no  detail  that 
would  add  to  the  completeness  and  efficiency  of 
their  plant  unattended  to,  and  Mr.  de  Lima  gave 
evidence  of  his  good  judgment  at  the  very  out- 
set in  his  choice  of  a site.  The  farm  is  not  lo- 
cated in  Stamford,  but  just  over  the  line  in  an- 
other town,  Newfield,  and  is  excellently  situated, 
the  rolling  land,  sloping  off  to  the  southeast,  giv- 


ing perfect  drainage  and  shelter  from  the  north- 
west winds  in  winter  time.  The  drainage  on  the 
land  on  which  the  buildings  stand  has  been 
further  improved  by  filling  in  from  two  to  three 
feet  deep  with  rubble  stone  (with  which  the 
place  abounds)  and  gravel,  which  in  turn  is  cov- 
ered with  loam,  insuring  a “ bone  dry”  interior 
for  all  the  houses.  A part  of  the  land  is  covered 
with  a fine  growth  of  timber,  in  which  hundreds 
of  loads  of  leaves  for  scratching  material  are 
easily  gathered,  and  other  parts  have  scattered 
trees  or  clusters  of  shrubbery  and  briers  — an 
ideal  place,  in  lact,  for  the  purpose  to  which  it 
has  been  adapted. 

Each  building,  as  perfect  in  its  equipment  as 
nineteenth-century  ingenuity  can  make  it,  is  a 
model  for  the  special  use  for  which  it  was  de- 
signed, and  others  will  be  added  as  the  increase 
of  business  or  the  needs  suggested  by  that  expe- 
rience and  the  ideas  which  come  alone  after  con- 
tinual contact  with  the  operations  of  such  a 
venture  demand.  Brooder  house.  No.  1,  140 
feet  in  length,  is  divided  into  pens  5x10  feet 
each,  having  an  outside  run  (yard)  5 x 40  feet, 
and  is  especially  novel  in  one  feature,  being  pro- 
vided with  a hot-water  heater  at  the  east  end. 
which  will  take  the  chill  out  of  the  whole  build- 
ing in  cold  weather;  it  is  further  equipped  with 
sectional  heaters,  with  lamps  and  hot-water 
pipes  leading  from  a boiler  heater,  the  advantage 
of  this  plan  being  that  one  or  more  sections  may 
be  heated  as  desired,  or  the  heat  in  one  section 
increased,  as  for  newly-hatched  chicks,  or  de- 
creased for  the  older  chicks.  Brooder  house 
No.  2,  180  feet  long,  is  finished  on  the  same 
plan,  except  that  the  whole  structure  has  been 
underlaid  with  rat  wire,  to  make  it  rat  proof,  a 
precaution  which  their  experience  in  house  No 
1 proved  necessary.  There  are  also  rat-prool 
doors  between  the  hovers  and  pens  in  both 
houses,  and  they  are  securely  locked  at  night  (thus 
enclosing  the  chickens  in  a locked  wire  cage), 
as  are  also  the  lamp  enclosures.  Messrs.  de- 
Lima  & Co.  have  been  amply  repaid,  however, 
for  the  seemingly  expensive  outlay,  for  they  have 
met  with  rare  good  luck,  if  luck  it  may  be  called 
when  we  consider  their  painstaking  efforts  to  at- 
tain perfection  in  all  their  methods,  for  the  per- 
centage of  eggs  hatched  has  been  unusual!) 
large,  and  the  chicks  have  been  healthy  and 
thriving  in  a most  satisfactory  degree. 

There  are  two  buildings  for  the  breeding  stock, 
one  60  feet,  the  other  140  feet  long,  divided  into 
pens  6 1-4X  13  feet,  with  outside  runs  6 1-4x100 
feet.  A three-foot  walk  extends  the  entire 
length  of  the  buildings  at  the  back,  the  fl°or 
being  concreted,  and  all  the  feeding,  watering, 
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cleaning,  etc.,  is  done  lromthis  walk,  the  attend- 
ant making  the  rounds  every  morning.  Every- 
thing is  thoroughly  well  built,  ol  seasoned, 
planed  lumber,  and  most  conveniently  arranged, 
the  nest-boxes,  roosts,  food  and  water  troughs, 
etc.,  being  easily  removed  lor  cleaning  and  i 
whitewashing  when  necessary — a condition 
which  goes  far  toward  maintaining  the  health 
and  consequently  the  value  of  the  stock.  The 
floor  of  the  pens  is  sandy  gravel,  which  can  be 
renewed  with  little  trouble.  In  the  rear  of 
brooder  house  No.  2 is  the  feed,  cooking  and 
power-house,  60x90  feet,  the  second  floor  of 
which  is  used  as  a picking  and  feather-drying 
room.  In  one  end  is  the  large  jacket  kettle  for 
cooking  the  feed,  and  along  one  side  are  capa- 
cious bins  in  which  the  various  foods  are  stored, 
while  on  the  other  side  are  ranged  the  mills — a 
corn  cracker  and  grinder,  a shell  crusher,  a bone 
cutter,  etc. — the  power  for  running  which  is 
furnished  ordinarily  by  a large  windmill,  and  on 
days  when  the  wind  power  is  insufficient  by  a 
small  steam-engine. 

The  largest  building,  and  the  center  of  the 
group,  is  32x64  feet,  two  stories  high,  with  base- 
ment incubator  cellar.  On  the  first  floor  are  the 
office  and  **  exhibition  ” rooms,  a large  and  well- 
appointed  room  for  the  night  watchman,  and  a j 
large  packing  and  shipping  room.  The  second 
floor  is  for  grain  storage,  and  there  are  facilities 
for  hoisting  the  bags  directly  from  the  truck  be- 
low to  the  platform  built  to  receive  it;  there  is 
room  for  storing  several  carloads,  to  be  drawn 
upon  as  needed.  In  the  basement  are  fourteen 
300-egg  incubators,  and  one  large  incubator,  hav- 
ing a capacity  for  6,000  eggs,  which  was  built 
after  plans  designed  by  Mr.  de  Lima’s  father,  who 
used  a similar  one  with  excellent  success.  It 
has  been  carefully  constructed,  especially  as  re- 
gards heating  and  ventilating  appliances,  for 
these  gentlemen  understand  well  that  there  is  as 
much  in  the  care  of  the  eggs  belore  hatching  as 
in  the  care  of  the  chicks  afterward,  and  every 
precaution  is  taken  to  provide  only  the  most 
practicable  and  perfect  apparatus  for  regulating 
temperature,  moisture,  etc.  Other  buildings, 
for  thoroughbred  breeding  stock,  are  in  process 
of  erection,  for  the  firm  intends  to  make  theirs 
an  all-round  poultry  business,  with  the  rearing  of 
and  dealing  in  fine  stock  a specialty.  They  also 
intend  to  sell  a specially  blended  food  for  chicks, 
and  another  for  laying  stock,  prepared  from  the 
formula  they  use,  while  other  branches  will  be 
taken  up  in  time.  It  would  of  course  be  impos- 
sible to  have  the  entire  plant,  with  the  various 
ramifications  of  an  enterprise  so  capable  of  ex-  : 
pansion,  all  in  operation  at  the  start,  but  de  I 


Lima  & Co.  are  losing  no  opportunity  of  estab- 
lishing their  business  upon  a basis  broad  as  well 
as  firm,  and  so  far  they  have  met  with  flattering 
success.  The  buildings  are  all  substantially  built 
with  stone  foundations,  only  the  best  of  material 
1 entering  into  their  construction,  and  everything 
about  the  place  is  arranged  with  regard  for  neat- 
ness and  good  taste,  as  well  as  utility.  Besides 
the  wind-mill  above  mentioned,  there  is  another 
for  pumping  water  from  a large  spring  on  the  land 
to  a tank  above  the  plant,  whence  it  is  piped  to 
all  the  buildings.  Mr.  de  Lima  is  now  contem- 
plating the  making  of  a small  lake,  fed  by  springs, 
from  which  he  can  cut  ice,  and  which  he  will  use 
to  raise  frogs  for  the  markets.  In  May,  1898, 
an  office  was  established  in  New  York  City, 
opposite  the  Herald  building,  at  No.  105  W. 
36th  street,  near  Broadway,  where  an  agent, 
Oscar  Frankel,  a member  of  the  Stewards  As- 
sociation, has  charge  of.  the  sales,  the  greater 
part  of  the  product  from  the  Puritan  Poultry 
Farm  being  disposed  of  to  clubs  and  hotels  of 
greater  New  York.  Mr.  Frankel  has  been  to 
them  a very  faithful  and  energetic  salesman,  and 
has  disposed  of  the  Farms’  product  to  excellent 
advantage;  it  has  gotten  to  be  known  as  a gen- 
eral fact  that  he  has  repeatedly,  in  the  dullest 
j seasons  of  the  chicken  business,  submitted  to  the 
firm  orders  that  they  could  not  fill,  which  demon- 
strates the  fact  that  *•  Puritan  ” goods  have  taken 
a strong  hold  on  the  New  York  hotel  trade — not 
so  remarkable  a fact  in  itself,  perhaps,  because 
the  goods  are  really  superior  to  those  of  the 
general  market  offerings. 

Mr.  de  Lima  was  married,  March  12,  1896, 
in  New  York  City,  to  Miss  Mabel  A.  Adams,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  son,  Da- 
vid, born  April  2,  1898. 


LYFORD  BROTHERS,  of  Bridgeport.  It  is 

believed  that  all  persons  in  the  United  States 

bearing  the  name  of  Lyford  are  descendants  of 
(I.)Francis  Lyford,  who  came  from  England  about 
1650  and  engaged  in  ship  building  at  Boston, 
where  he  married  his  first  wife.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  Exeter,  N.  H.,  and  was  married  there 
to  his  second  wife.  He  had  four  children  by 
each  marriage. 

II.  Thomas  Lyford,  son  of  Francis,  was  born 
March  25,  1672.  III.  John  Lyford,  son  of 
Thomas,  was  born  in  1720.  IV.  Thomas  Ly- 
ford, son  of  John,  was  born  November  12,  1768, 
and  was  married  April  1,  1793,  to  Hannah  Hall, 
of  Northfield,  N.  H.  V.  Thomas  D.  Lyford,  son 
j of  Thomas  and  Hannah  Lyford,  was  born  March 
I 15,  1803,  at  Northfield,  N.  H.,  and  he  became  a 
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successful  farmer  at  Tilton,  N.  H. , but  is  now  de- 
ceased. His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  Gilman,  and  whom  he  married  March  1 8, 
1825.  was  born  December  18,  1802,  at  North- 
field,  N.  H.  They  had  two  children:  Sarah 

Ann  Kent,  born  March  4,  1827,  married  B.  C. 
Sargent,  of  Evanston,  111.;  and  Joseph  G.,  born 
July  8,  1830. 

VI.  Joseph  G.  Lyford,  son  of  Thomas  D. 

and  Sarah  Lvford,  was  born  July  8,  1830,  at 
Northfield,  N.  H.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  then  went  to  Illinois  to  engage  in  the  grain 
business,  locating  at  Annawan,  from  there  re- 
moving to  Wilton,  Iowa,  later  to  Union,  in  the 
same  State.  For  some  years  he  made  his  home 
at  Hebron,  Neb.,  and  he  now  lives  in  Bridge- 
port, Conn.  While  residing  in  Illinois  he  was 
married  at  Groveiand.  May  13,  1856,  to  Mary 
A.  Shannon,  who  died  February  7,  1864,  the 
mother  of  children  as  .follows:  John  T..  born 

August  1,  1859,  died  April  4,  i860;  and  Clar- 
ence E.,  born  June  23,  1861,  died  February  6, 
1862.  Joseph  G.  Lvford  for  his  second  wife 
was  married  December  17,  1866,  at  Tilton,  N. 
H..  to  Miss  Annie  M.  Brown,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel B.  Brown,  a weli-known  citizen  of  North- 
field,  N.  H.  She  is  a lady  of  fine  mental  gifts 
and  strong  character,  and  was  elected  president 
of  the  school  board  at  Hebron,  Neb.,  for  three 
vears.  This  worthy  couple  have  four  children: 
(1)  Jay  B.,  who  is  mentioned  more  full}'  farther 
on;  (2)  Laura  M.,  who  was  married  in  Novem- 
ber, 1897,  to  Fred  H.  Smith,  of  Malden,  Mass., 
where  they  make  their  home,  and  they  have  one 
child — Hobart  L. , born  October  6,  1898;  (3) 
Fred  H.,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully  farther 
on;  and  (4)  Anna  Belle,  who  was  married  in  Oc- 
tober, 1898,  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  to  Leslie  A. 
Hager,  of  Littleton,  Mass.,  where  they  reside. 
Joseph  G.  Lvford  is  a man  of  energy  and  enter- 
prise, and  as  a citizen  is  much  respected.  In 
politics  he  is  a strong  Republican,  and  wherever 
he  has  resided  has  made  his  influence  felt  in 
local  affairs,  being  elected  mayor  of  Wilton  and 
Union,  Iowa,  during  his  residence  in  those  cities. 
While  at  Hebron,  Neb.,  he  served  as  a member 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners. 

VII.  Jay  B.  and  Fred  H.  Lyford,  who 
are  now  associated  in  business  at  Bridgeport  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Lyford  Brothers,  are  lead- 
ers among  the  younger  business  men  of  that 
thriving  town.  For  several  years  they  have  con- 
ducted a store  at  No.  265  East  Washington  ave- 
nue, and  have  built  up  a large  trade  as  dealers 
in  men’s  clothing  and  furnishing  goods.  They 
were  born  at  Wilton  Junction,  Muscatine  Co., 
Iowa,  Jay  B.  on  July  23,  1871,  and  Fred  H.  on 


j May  20,  1877,  and  during  boyhood  they  accom- 
j panied  their  parents  to  Union,  Iowa,  and  He- 
I bron.  Neb.  The  educational  privileges  afforded 
I them  bv  the  schools  of  those  localities  were  sup- 
I plemented  bv  attendance  at  a grammar  school  in 
I West  Newton,  Mass.,  where  both  completed  the 
. course.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  Jay  B.  Lyford 
i became  a clerk  in  the  clothing  house  of  Myers  & 
! Andrews,  in  Boston,  where  he  remained  four 
| years,  and  October  12,  1892,  he  located  at 
' Bridgeport,  purchasing  his  present  establishment 
1 from  H.  D.  Pearce.  He  is  also  interested  in 
I the  Atlantic  Steam  Laundry  Company,  on  East 
I Washington  avenue,  Bridgeport,  having  formed  a 
partnership  with  C.  K.  Shelton  on  February  2:, 

' 1897,  for  conducting  that  business.  He  is  a man 
i of  unusual  ability,  and  has  gained  a wide  reputa- 
! tion  as  the  inventor  of  the  Lyford  Fender  for 
1 street  cars,  a device  which  would  make  it  impos- 
1 sible  for  any  one  to  be  drawn  under  the  wheels 
1 of  a car.  On  January  1,  1895,  he  was  married 
1 at  Newtonville,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Gertrude  M. 

1 Jones,  daughter  of  Mrs.  John  Jones,  of  that  city, 

| and  they  have  two  children:  Merna,  born  Sep- 

I tember  20.  1895.  and  Delma,  born  April  5,  1898. 

Fred  H.  Lyford,  who  is  not  married,  began 
! his  business  career  by  clerking  some  four  years 
i for  Thomas  H.  Dearborn  & Co.,  of  Dover,  N. 
! H.,  and  on  September  20,  1895,  he  came  to 
1 Bridgeport  and  joined  his  brother,  forming  the 
: present  firm.  Both  brothers  are  prominent  in 
1 social  life,  the  elder  being  an  active  member  of 
1 Samuel  Harris  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  while  Fred 
I H.  belongs  to  the  Park  City  Yacht  Club  and  the 
I Knights  of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order,  Bridge- 
I port  branch. 


M ARRIS  L.  CROFUTT,  deputy  sheriff  of 
Fairfield  county,  is  one  of  Danbury’s  lead- 
1 ing  citizens,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years  has 
I held  some  official  position  either  in  the  mumci- 
| palitv  or  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Crofutt's  ancestors  on  the  paternal  side 
1 came  from  Scotland  during  the  Colonial  period, 

1 and  his  great-grandfather  was  a soldier  in  the 

1 Revolutionary  army.  Isaac  Crofutt,  our  subjects 

I grandfather,  who  died  at  Newtown,  Conn.,  at 
I the  age  of  eighty-six,  was  a blacksmith  and 
I farmer  by  occupation.  He  had  a brother  who 
1 was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
1 ment  during  the  war  of  1812  as  captain  of  a sail- 
ing vessel.  Luzon  Crofutt,  the  father  of  our 
I subject,  was  born  August  14,  1800,  at  Newtown, 

1 this  county,  and  from  the  age  of  fourteen  was 
1 engaged  in  the  blacksmith  trade,  his  death  oc- 
1 curring  September  29,  1871.  His  wife,  Calista 
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(Hoyt),  who  was  of  English  descent,  was  born  in 
Danbury,  June  2,  1801,  and  died  November  2, 
1874.  Her  mother  when  a child  was  one  of  a 
party  of  white-robed  girls  who  strewed  flowers 
on  the  bridge  at  Norwalk,  Conn. , before  Gen. 
Washington  as  he  rode  through  the  town  with  his 
staff  on  the  way  from  New  York  to  Boston.  Lu- 
zon and  Calista  Crofutt  had  two  children,  our 
subject  being  the  younger,  the  elder  child,  Anna 
Urana,  born  December  31,  1823,  died  April  5, 
1894. 

H.  L.  Crofutt,  our  subject,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 10,  1826,  at  Newtown,  and  since  1836  has 
had  his  home  in  Danbury,  his  father  having  re- 
moved there  at  that  date.  He  attended  school 
until  he  was  seventeen,  at  which  time  he  began 
to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade.  His  apprentice- 
ship ended,  he  worked  sixteen  years  as  a journey- 
man for  D.  & J.  Stevens,  but  in  1861  he  engaged 
in  business  on  his  own  account  as  a contrac- 
tor and  builder,  and  so  continued  for  twenty 
years,  during  which  period  he  built  many  impor- 
tant structures,  including  some  of  the  largest  fac- 
tories and  stores  in  Danbury.  At  present  he  is 
a deputy  sheriff  of  Fairfield  county.  Much  of 
his  time  for  years  past  has  been  given  to  public 
work.  In  1881  he  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff 
under  Sheriff  Charles  H.  Crosby,  and  served  the 
full  term  of  three  years.  In  1884  the  board  of 
burgesses  of  Danbury  appointed  him  chief  of 
police,  and  he  held  that  office  for  several  years. 
In  1890  he  was  candidate  for  the  position  of  high 
sheriff  of  the  county,  but  he  shared  the  fate  of 
his  party  at  the  election  that  year.  Afterward  he 
served  as  constable  and  collector  for  some  time, 
but  in  1895  he  was  again  appointed  deputy 
sheriff  by  Sheriff  Sidney  E.  Hawley,  and  still 
holds  that  position.  In  addition  to  his  continu- 
ous service  in  the  offices  named  he  was  for  twen- 
ty-five years  register  of  voters,  and  for  twenty- 
one  years  was  a member  of  the  fire  department, 
serving  as  assistant  foreman,  foreman,  and  as- 
sistant engineer. 

As  may  be  imagined,  Mr.  Crofutt  has  had 
some  exciting  experiences,  scores  of  criminals  of 
every  grade  having  been  arrested  by  him. 
Among  these  was  James  Riley,  a colored  man, 
who  had  murdered  a Mrs.  Sunderland,  of  Patter- 
son,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  for  which  he  was  sent 
>°  Sing  Sing  on  a life  sentence . Another  crim- 
inal was  Samuel  Pine,  alias  Riley,  also  a colored 
man'  who  was  wanted  in  several  States  for  trial 
°n  'arious  charges.  He  served  sixteen  years 
and  a half  in  the  State  prison  at  Wethersfield, 
onn  and  when  released  was  re-arrested  in 
• ew  York  State  and  sentenced  to  Sing  Sing  for 
"enty-five  years  for  felonious  assault.  The 


most  desperate  character  he  ever  arrested  was 
Daniel  Griffin,  a burglar,  who  threatened  him 
with  a shoemaker's  knife  sharpened  to  a point 
from  both  sides.  Mr.  Crofutt,  however,  drew  a 
revolver  and  forced  him  to  deliver  up  the  knife 
and  deposit  it  in  the  pocket  of  his  captor,  who 
still  keeps  it  as  a memento.  Then,  handing  him 
a pair  of  handcuffs,  Mr.  Crofutt  compelled  him 
to  fasten  them  in  place.  Griffin  was  afterward 
convicted  of  a murder  and  sentenced  to  be  hung, 
but  died  before  the  day  set  for  his  execution. 
Mr.  Crofutt  has  witnessed  four  hangings,  two  in 
Connecticut  and  two  in  New  York  State,  and  in 
I one  instance  helped  to  adjust  the  noose. 

I In  politics  our  subject  has  been  a Republican 
I from  the  organization  of  that  party,  having  voted 
I for  John  C.  Fremont  for  President.  Since  April, 

I 1848,  when  he  became  legally  entitled  to  vote, 
he  has  never  missed  a town,  city,  State  or 
National  election.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  being  a member  of  Samaritan 
Lodge  at  Danbury,  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the 
Encampment,  and  for  five  years  he  served  on  the 
| colonel's  staff  of  the  Patriarch  Militant,  a mili- 
j tary  branch  of  the  order,  with  the  rank  of 
j captain. 

On  March  25,  1849,  Mr.  Crofutt  married  Miss 
| Hannah  A.  Barnum,  who  was  born  July  6,  1828, 

I a daughter  of  Hiram  and  Marilla  (Hoyt)  Barnum, 

| both  of  whom  were  descended  from  well-known 
I families  of  this  State.  Of  the  three  sons  of  Mr. 

I and  Mrs.  Crofutt,  the  eldest.  Edward  F.,  bom 
I April  20,  1854.  married  Miss  Mamie  Cowle, 

I daughter  of  Aiken  and  Esther  (Couch)  Cowle, 
j and  niece  of  the  late  Gen.  Darius  N.  Couch,  a 
| graduate  of  West  Point,  who  served  in  the  Mexi- 
j can  war  as  a lieutenant,  and  in  the  Civil  war  as 
| a major-general,  and  who  died  in  1892.  The 
second  son,  Arthur  Everett,  born  March  4,  1856, 
died  September  6,  of  the  same  year.  The  third 
son,  Frederick  B.,  was  born  August  6,  1858,  at 
Danbury. 


S\AMUEL  GRUMMAN  was  born  in  South 
5 Salem,  N.  Y.,  April  13,  1781  He  was  a 
manufacturer  of  shoes.  He  married  Polly  North- 
rop, who  belonged'to  an  old  Connecticut  family. 
The  record  of  their  children  is  as  follows:  (1) 

Cyrus  B.  will  be  spoken  of  farther  on  in  this  re- 
view. (2)  Jerome  married  Deborah  Heustead, 
of  Greenwich,  Conn.  (3)  Mary  married  William 
Clarke,  of  North  Salem,  and  lived  in  Bethel, 
Conn. ; thev  had  the  following  children— Levi, 
lane.  Samuel.  Josephine,  Henry,  William, 
Jesse,  George  and  Mary  Elizabeth.  (4)  Eliza- 
beth married  Calvin  Bartram,  of  Redding.  (5) 
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William  married  Mary  Hard,  and  lived  in  Ridge- 
field and  in  other  localities  in  Fairfield  county; 
he  had  one  son,  Frederick,  who  died  in  the  army. 
>(6)  Josiah  married  Mary  Hayes,  of  Lewisboro, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y. : they  also  lived  in  Ridge- 
field, but  for  more  than  twenty-five  years  made 
their  home  in  South  Norwalk;  they  had  two  i 
children — Julia,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  H. 
Knapp,  and  Samuel,  who  married  Emma  Will- 
iams, of  Darien.  (7)  Samuel  went  to  Bridge- 
port early  in  life,  and  engaged  in  business  which 
he  followed  to  the  time  of  his  death;  he  married 
Harriet  Jones,  of  Bridgeport.  Conn.,  and  they 
had  five  children — Helien  and  Harriet,  who  are 
deceased;  Frank;  Lillian,  who  is  the  wile  of  Edwin 
Bartrum,  and  Elmer  Ellsworth,  who  married 
Sarah  B.  Burr,  of  Fairfield.  (8)  Elizabeth  Jane 
■and  (9)  George  remained  unmarried.  (10)  Je- 
rome removed  to  Milan,  Ohio,  where  he  became 
a merchant,  and  died  leaving  one  daughter,  Ella, 
now  the  wife  of  Roswell  Derby,  of  Wakeman, 
Ohio.  The  family  worshiped  at  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

Cyrus  B.  Grumman  was  born  January  11, 
i8oS,  in  Rideefield.  Conn.,  on  Silver  Spring 
road.  He  married  Sophia  Perry,  daughter  of 
David  Perry,  a farmer  of  Ridgefield,  who  mar- 
ried Clarissa  Benedict,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children:  Sophia,  wife  of  Cyrus  B.  Grumman. 

•Samuel,  who  married  Sophia  Crofutt,  of  Green- 
field. and  had  two  children — Caroline  (Mrs.  Ed- 
win Nichols,  of  Westport,  now  residing  in  Ridge- 
field), and  Col.  David  Perry,  of  the  regular  army, 
whose  first  wife  was  a Miss  Proudfoot,  of  New 
York,  his  second  wife  being  Miss  Louisa  Hoyt,  of 
■Greenwich.  Nehemiah  married  Emeline  Gould, 
and  had  four  children— Clara,  who  was  the  wife 
•of  loseph  Walton,  of  New  Jersey;  Nehemiah, 
who  married  Emily  Gardner,  of  Boston:  Lavinia, 
who  married  Joseph  Howland,  of  New  York;  and 
William,  who  married  Mary  Haves,  of  Bloom- 
field. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyrus  B.  Grumman  had 
one  daughter,  Emma,  who  married  John  P. 
Mills.  Cvrus  B.  .Grumman  in  politics  was  a 
Democrat. 

|ohn  P.  Mills,  a prominent  and  highly  re- 
spected resident  of  Ridgefield.  Conn.,  is  a native 
of  Ohio,  having  been  born  October  24,  1842,  in 
Willshire,  Van  Wert  county,  a son  of  Halstead 
Goe  and  Mary  Ann  Mills.  He  received  his  liter- 
ary education  at  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University, 
Delaware,  Ohio,  and  followed  this  with  a com- 
plete course  in  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business 
College,  in  Chicago,  111.,  from  which  institution 
he  graduated  in  1863.  On  leaving  school  he 
came  to  New  York  City,  and  commenced  busi- 
ness as  clerk  in  a dry-goods  store.  After  two 


years  in  this  employment  he  engaged  in  the  pro- 
prietary medicine  business,  and  has  continued  to 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  Mills  married  Miss  Emma  Grumman, 
only  child  of  Cyrus  B.  Grumman,  of  Ridgefield, 
as  related  in  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Grumman.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mills  are  Episcopalians,  members  of 
St.  Stephen’s  Church,  of  which  he  is  senior  ward- 
en. Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A. 
M.,  Jerusalem  Lodge  No.  49,  of  Ridgefield,  and 
also  belongs  to  the  Country  Club. 


MON.  ALFRED  BISHOP  BEERS  was  born 
__  at  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  April  23,  1845, 

I and  his  ancestry  may  be  traced  back  to  James 
Beers,  who  resided  at  Gravesend,  County  of 
■ Kent,  England.  James  Beers  died  about  1635, 
and  his  two  sons,  James  and  Anthony,  soon 
after  emigrated  to  America,  with  their  uncle, 
Richard  Beers,  locating  first  in  Watertown, 
Mass.,  and  some  years  later  removing  to  Fair- 
field,  Conn.  Richard  Beers  was  for  many  years 
! a member  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachu- 
I setts,  a-nd  was  a captain  in  the  Colonial  service 
I until  he  was  killed  in  the  Indian  wars  against 
I King  Philip.  Anthony  Beers  was  lost  at  sea  in 
I 1676,  leaving  a son,  Ephraim,  who  also  had  a 
1 son  Ephraim.  The  second  Ephraim  had  a son 
Daniel,  born  in  1745.  Daniel  removed  to  Ridge- 
field, Conn.,  and  when  the  Revolutionary  strug- 
gle came  on  he  joined  the  Continental  army, 
being  one  of  the  defenders  in  the  attacks  on 
Danbury  and  Ridgefield  in  1777  by  Tryon. 
Edmond  was  the  son  of  Daniel,  and  had  a son 
Jonathan,  born  in  1789,  who  lived  at  Vista, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  1868. 

Alfred  Beers,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  the  son  of  Jonathan  Beers,  and  was 
identified  with  the  Naugatuck  railroad  from  1851 
to  1886.  Judge  Beers’  mother  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Leander  Bishop,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  a 
brother  of  Alfred  Bishop,  late  of  Bridgeport, 
who  was  a well-known  contractor  and  builder  of 
I railroads.  Their  father  was  William  Bishop,  of 
I Stamford,  Conn.,  who  was  a descendant  of  John 
I Bishop,  one  of  the  first  ministers  of  Stamford. 

I His  grandmother  was  a descendant  of  Dr.  Charles 
! McDonald,  a Scotchman  by  birth,  who  came  to 
! this  country  before  the  Revolutionary  war.  Upon 
1 the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  he  enlisted  in  the 
i Continental  army,  and  served  during  the  entire 
1 struggle,  participating  in  the  capture  of  Fort 
i Ticonderoga,  and  also  in  the  battle  of  White 
! Plains,  N.  Y.,  in  1776,  where  he  distinguished 
! himself  by  his  bravery.  After  the  close  of  the 
1 war  he  entered  the  medical  profession,  and  prac- 
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ticed  successfully  at  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  about  the  year  1842. 

Alfred  B.  Beers  removed  to  Bridgeport  in 
1 B 5 1 . and  was  educated  in  the  public  and  private 
schools  of  that  city.  When  the  Civil  war  broke 
out  he  enlisted,  on  September  5,  iS6i,  for  a 
term  of  three  years,  in  Company  1,  6th  Conn. 
V.  1.,  and  as  a member  of  this  regiment  it  was 
his  lot  to  take  part  in  the  bombardment  of  Hil- 
ton Head,  S.  C.;  battle  of  Pocataligo,  S.  C. 
(where  he  was  honorably  mentioned  in  the  re- 
port of  the  commanding  general  for  bravery  and 
meritorious  conduct  during  the  engagement );  in 
the  siege  of  Fort  Pulaski,  ba. ; actions  at  James 
Island,  S.  C. ; Morris  Island;  siege  and  assault 
on  Fort  Wagner,  and  siege  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 
He  veteranized  in  the  same  regiment,  was  en- 
gaged in  the  campaign  of  1 8O4  against  Richmond, 
Ya.,  and  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Petersburg, 
Ya. ; ra!T  ' K'nts  at  Deep  Bottom,  Deep  Run, 
Chapin  s Farm,  and  Laurel  Hill,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  James  river,  in  1864,  being  wounded 
in  the  battle  at  Deep  Run.  During  his  second 
term  of  enlistment  he  was  promoted  from  first 
sergeant  of  Company  I to  captain  of  Company 
B,  in  the  same  regiment.  He  was  present  at  the 
bombardment,  charge  at  and  capture  of  Fort 
Fisher,  N.  C.,  under  General  Terry,  in  January, 
1865;  the  capture  of  Wilmington,  N.  C..  Febru- 
ary 22,  1865;  and  in  the  advance  upon  Golds- 
boro, N.  C.,  in  March  and  April,  1865.  receiving 
his  discharge  from  the  service  as  captain  at  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  on  August  21,  1865,  when  he 
was  twenty  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Beers  engaged  in  general  business  and  in 
study  until  1867,  when  he  commenced  the  study 
of  the  law.  In  1871  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Fairfield  County  Bar,  and  entered  into  partner- 
ship in  business  with  the  late  Hon.  David  B. 
Lockwood,  under  the  name  of  Lockwood  & 
Beers,  the  partnership  continuing  until  January, 
1897,  when  Judge  Lockwood  died.  In  1872 
Judge  Beers  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  city  court 
of  the  city  of  Bridgeport,  and  in  1875  assistant 
city  attorney.  In  1877  he  was  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  as  judge  of  the  city  court 
of  the  city  of  Bridgeport,  to  which  position  he 
was  continuously  re-elected  at  each  succeeding 
session  of  the  Legislature  until  1893,  when  he 
declined  further  election.  From  that  time  he 
devoted  himself  wholly  to  his  private  practice 
until  July,  1897,  when  he  was  appointed  city  at- 
torney for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  has  re- 
cently been  reappointed.  For  the  past  fourteen 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Soldiers 
Hospital  Board  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and 
is  now  the  chairman  of  its  executive  committee. 


| During  this  period  he  has  spent  much  time  and 
energy  in  bringing  to  perfection  that  magnificent 
institution,  Fitch's  Home  for  the  Soldiers,  and 
the  Connecticut  Soldiers’  Hospital  at  Noroton, 
Conn.  His  public-spiritedness  has  also  been 
shown  in  the  interest  he  has  always  taken  in  the 
Bridgeport  Public  Library,  which  he  assisted  in 
founding,  and  of  which  he  is  now  one  of  the 
directors.  He  is  also  a director  in  the  Standard 
Association,  publishers  of  the  Bridgeport  Daily 
Standard ; the  Eaton,  Cole  & Burnham  Co.,  and 
the  Bridgeport  Electric  Light  Company.  Since 
the  organization  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
| public  he  has  been  one  of  its  most  prominent 
I members  in  Connecticut;  in  1870  he  was  Com- 
1 mander  of  Elias. Howe,  Jr.,  Post  No.  3,  located 
at  Bridgeport,  and  in  1880-81  Commander  of 
the  Department  of  Connecticut.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  New  York  Commandery,  of  the  Loyal 
Legion,  the  Sea  Side  Club,  the  Algonquin  Club, 
the  Republican  Club,  and  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 
Politically,  the  Judge  has  always  taken  an  active 
I and  prominent  part  in  the  councils  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  has  been  a familiar  figure  at  most 
of  its  State  conventions  during  the  past  twenty 
| years. 

On  February  29,  1872,  Judge  Beers  was  mar- 
I ried  to  Miss  Callie  T.  House,  of  Vineland,  N.  J., 

I daughter  of  William  House,  who  was  a brother 
| of  Royal  E.  House,  the  inventor  of  the  House 
| printing  telegraph  system,  with  whom  he  was  in- 
terested, and  took  part  in  the  construction  of  the 
first  telegraph  line  erected  in  this  country — the 
line  from  Baltimore  to  Washington.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  marriage;  Alfred 
B.,  Jr.,  Henry  H.,  Ralph  T.,  and  Mary  E.,  the 
daughter  being  now  deceased. 

As  a judge,  Alfred  B.  Beers  discharged  the 
I duties  of  his  office  with  marked  fidelity,  stern  in- 
[ tegritv  and  inflexible  honesty,  holding  the  scales 
j of  justice  evenly  balanced,  and  rendering  his  de- 
1 cisions  unmoved  by  sympathy  and  unawed  by 
i clamor.  As  a lawyer  he  is  devoted  to  his  chosen 
| profession,  and  brings  to  its  practice  a clear  and 
1 logical  mind,  a retentive  memory,  a confidence 
! in  his  cause  upon  its  merits,  and  a thorough 
! hatred  of  trickery  and  shams.  He  is  careful  in 
the  preparation  of  his  cases,  ready  in  speech  as 
I an  advocate,  and  honest  in  his  claims  for  his 
1 client,  and  he  has  taken  part  in  many  of  the  im- 
1 portant  trials  in  Fairfield  county  and  in  argu- 
, ments  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State, 
i As  a man  he  is  possessed  of  a genial  and  kindly 
nature,  is  affable  in  intercourse  with  his  fellow's, 

1 and  with  a personal  character  above  reproach  he 
is  esteemed  and  honored  as  an  upright  and  con- 
i scientious  Christian  gentleman. 
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S',  M.  BOUTON,  a leading  representative  busi-  | 

!'  ness  man  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  is  prominent  I 

in  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  circles,  being  the  i 
present  commander  of  W.  T.  Minor  Post,  G.  A.  i 
R.,  of  Stamford.  I 

Mr.  Bouton  comes  of  an  industrious  and  en-  I 
ergetic  family.  His  grandfather.  Samuel  Bouton,  1 
born  in  South  Salem,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  V., 
was  a tanner  by  trade,  following  that  occupation 
in  Stamford,  Conn.  Seymour  H.  Bouton,  son 
of  Samuel,  and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
also  born  in  South  Salem,  and  followed  the  trade 
of  shoemaker  in  Stamford.  Conn.,  where  he 
married  Mis?  Rhuev  J.  Ferris,  of  Greenwich, 
Conn.  To  them  were  born  four  children,  viz. : 
Samuel  M.,  John  (deceased).  Cornelia  E.,  and 
Seymour  H.,  Jr.  (a  resident  of  Stamford).  The 
father  died  in  April,  1S84,  the  mother  in  1882, 
and  both  were  buried  on  an  Easter  Sunday. 

Samuel  M.  Bouton,  whose  name  introduces 
this  memoir,  was  born  November  9,  1834,  in 
Stamford,  Conn.,  where  he  attended  school  in 
the  old  academy  that  stood  on  the  present  site 
of  the  town  hall.  In  that  city  he  learned  the 
business  of  sash  and  blind  making,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion he  was  working  at  his  trade  in  Stamford, 
Conn.  On  August  30.  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a 
musician  in  Company  B,  28th  Conn.  V.  1.,  and 
was  mustered  into  the  service  November  15. 
1S62.  Fora  time,  until  November  iS,  1862.  he 
did  duty  at  Camp  Terry,  New  Haven.  Conn., 
and  then  joined  General  Banks'  expeditionary 
corps  at  Camp  Buckingham,  Centerville,  L.  1., 
where  he  remained  on  duty  November  19-29, 
1862.  From  December  18.  1862,  to  May  10. 
1863,  he  served  in  the  District  of  Pensacola  U. 
S.  forces  in  western  Florida,  Department  of  the 
Gulf;  on  May  26,  1863,  arrived  at  Port  Hudson 
and  was  brigaded  with  the  4th  Massachusetts, 
16th  New  Hampshire  and  the  noth  New  York 
regiments,  2nd  Brigade,  3d  Division,  19th  Army 
Corps.  Department  of  the  Gulf;  was  next 
brigaded  with  the  8th  and  15th  New  Hampshire, 
the  133d  and  173d  New  York,  and  the  4th  Wis- 
consin regiments,  and  did  duty  at  Port  Hudson 
until  its  surrender  July  8,  1863.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  August  2S,  1863,  at  New  Haven,  and 
returned  home. 

Mr.  Bouton  has  since  resided  continuously  at 
Stamford,  Conn.,  successfully  engaged  in  the 
sash  and  blind  manufacturing  business,  and  in 
carpentry.  For  the  past  eight  years  he  has  also 
conducted  a general  janitor  business. 

Mr.  Bouton  has  been  twice  married,  first 
time  September  4,  1834,  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  to 
Miss  Jane  Kennedy,  who  died  April  5,  1865.  On 


June  3,  1866,  he  was  married  in  Stamford,  Conn., 
to  Miss  Isabella  A.  Buttery,  of  Stamford,  and 
eight  children  were  bom  of  this  union,  four  of 
whom  are  living:  Jennie  A.,  Herbert  J.  (mar- 

ried to  Mary  Horton).  Samuel  E.  and  Louis  J. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Stamford.  Socially,  Mr.  Bouton  has 
been  affiliated  with  William  T.  Minor  Post  No. 
85,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Stamford,  ever  since  it  was  or- 
ganized, having  been  one  of  its  charter  members; 
has  been  its  adjutant  and  its  chaplain,  and  is 
1 now  its  commander.  On  March  i,  1875,  he  be- 
1 came  a member  of  Rippowam  Lodge,  1.  0.  0.  F., 

! has  passed  all  the  chairs  therein,  and  in  January, 
l 1897,  he  was  made  the  recipient  ol  an  elegant 
past  grand's  collar.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
I United  American  Mechanics,  Leeds  Council  No. 

I 10.  In  politics  he  casts  his  vote  for  the  candi- 
! dates  of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  all  respects 
i he  conscientiously  performs  his  duties  as  a good 
l citizen. 


Jr  AMES  HOWLEY  is  one  of  the  substantial  and 
respected  citizens  of  Greenwich  township, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  is  the  owner 
i of  considerable  property  and  the  proprietor  of  a 
I thriving  hotel  business. 

Mr.  Howley  is  a native  of  County  Kilkenny. 
1 Ireland,  born  in  October,  1837,  a son  of  James 
i and  Alice  (Leary)  Howley,  who  had  a family  of 
lour  children,  namely:  Michael,  who  died  in 

1 Milwaukee,  Wis. ; James;  Patrick,  living  in  Penn- 
1 svlvania  (he  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war);  and 
1 Catharine,  who  is  the  wife  of  Michael  Hickey,  of 
1 County  Kilkenny,  Ireland.  The  family  having 
I been  left  penniless  by  the  great  famine  of  1 849- 
caused  bv  the  potato  blight,  the  father  in  1S30 
1 came  to  the  United  States  in  the  hope  of  being 
I able  to  make  a comfortable  home  for  them  here, 
1 and  worked  as  a laborer  and  at  the  shoemakers 
trade  for  several  years.  In  June,  1854,  he  sent 
i for  his  three  sons,  who  made  the  voyage  from 
i Liverpool  to  Boston  in  five  weeks,  landing  with- 
out a cent  to  their  names.  The  father  and 
mother,  who  came  to  this  country  years  after 
our  subject,  subsequently  returned  to  their  na- 
tive country,  where  they  spent  their  declining 
y ears,  Mr.  Howley  dying  when  seventy  years 
old,  Mrs.  Howley  at  the  age  of  seventy-five. 

James  Howley  had  very  limited  opportunities 
for  schooling  in  his  native  country,  but  he  was 
eager  to  gain  all  the  education  he  could,  and  for 
a number  of  years  after  coming  to  this  country 
he  attended  night  school,  part  of  the  time  at  the 
screw  works  in  Glenville.  His  first  work  in  the 
United  States  was  for  a farmer  in  Massachusetts. 
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who  paid  him  $5  a month,  but  he  remained  there 
only  a short  time  belore  coming  to  Glenville, 
Conn.,  where  he  had  a cousin,  Michael  Howley. 
When  seventeen  years  old  he  was  earning  $2.50 
a week,  as  he  was  strong  and  industrious,  and 
could  drive  a team  and  do  any  kind  of  laboring 
work.  Later  he  entered  the  employ  of  Henry 
Isham,  working  at  that  gentlemans  country 
home  in  Glenville  as  general  utility  man  for  $9 
per  month,  and  he  also  worked  for  a time  in  the 
mill  at  Glenville.  then  a satinet  mil!.  He  was 
unfortunate,  however,  in  this  employ,  as  he  failed 
to  receive  all  the  wages  due  him,  and  was  finally 
obliged  to  settle  for  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  of  his  claim.  Following  this  he  spent  a 
short  time  in  New  York  City  with  Martin  Bros., 
grocers,  at  the  corner  of  Catharine  and  Hamilton 
streets,  where  he  earned  $17  per  month,  and  his 
next  employment  was  in  a brickyard  near  Peeks- 
kill.  N.  V..  where  he  remained  several  months. 
He  now  engaged  as  coachman  lor  a Mr.  Biack- 
stock.  but  left  him  after  a brief  period  of  service, 
and  commenced  to  work  in  the  screw  factory, 
where  he  was  employed  regularly  some  ten  years, 
during  which  time,  bv  frugality  and  steadiness, 
he  managed  to  save  enough  to  make  a start  in 
business  on  his  own  account.  On  April  9.  1865, 
he  bought  from  Solomon  Reynolds  a small  house 
on  the  site  of  his  present  hotel  property,  and  Mrs. 
Howley  worked  and  saved  with  him.  keepingboard- 
ers  until  they  were  able  to  enter  the  business  in 
a more  auspicious  manner,  as  the  proprietors  of 
a well-appointed  hostelry.  All  the  capital  orig- 
inally invested  by  these  thrifty  people  was  put 
by  out  of  Mr.  Howley  s earnings  of  $1 . 50  a day. 
when  he  worked  in  a screw  factory,  alter  leaving 
which  he  for  years  carried  the  mail  between 
Glenville  and  Port  Chester,  being  the  first  regu- 
lar carrier  on  that  route.  From  these  small  be- 
ginnings he  has  continued  to  prosper  and  rise 
steadily,  and  to-day  he  ranks  among  the  best  and 
most  reliable  citizens  of  the  town,  where  he  is 
regarded  as  a worthy  representative  of  the  self- 
made.  successful  man.  In  addition  to  his  hotel 
property  Mr.  Howley  owns  another  valuable  busi- 
ness place,  which  he  rents,  and  a comfortable 
residence.  He  also  loans  money,  and  carries  a 
number  of  mortgages. 

This  memoir  would  be  incomplete  without 
mention  of  Mr.  Howley’s  faithful  lile  partner, 
who  has  done  her  share  in  helping  him  on  the 
road  to  prosperity.  On  May  22,  1859,  he  was 
married  in  St.  Stephen's  church,  in  Twenty- 
eighth  street,  New  York  City,  to  Miss  Catharine 
Wall,  who  was  born  in  County  Tipperary,  Ire- 
land. a daughter  of  Thomas  Wall.  In  1853  the 
father  and  daughter  set  sail  together  for  the 


United  States,  but  during  the  voyage  the  former 
died  and  was  buried  at  sea,  leaving  the  girl  de- 
pendent on  her  own  resources  on  her  arrival 
in  the  New  World.  She  obtained  employment 
as  a domestic,  and  for  some  years  previous  to 
her  marriage  lived  with  the  family  of  William  E. 

1 Ward,  at  Pembermilk.  The  young  couple  com- 
| menced  housekeeping  in  Glenville,  and  they 
| have  reared  a large  family,  of  which  they  may 
I justly  be  proud.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
j them,  namely:  James  P.  is  a dyer  by  trade; 
I Thomas  F.,  who  lives  at  home,  has  for  twelve 
j years  had  charge  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
I office  at  Glenville;  John  J.  lives  in  New  York  and 
is  in  the  city  employ  as  an  inspector  of  buildings  . 
William  E.  is  a physician  in  New  York  City; 
Mary  lives  with  her  parents;  Kate  is  the  wife  of 
Lawrence  Timmons,  of  Greenwich;  Martin  died 
when  eighteen  months  old;  Martin  (2)  is  a tinner 
in  Port  Chester;  Charles  H.  is  a telegraph 
operator  in  the  Western  Union  office  in  New  York 
City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howley  have  brought  up 
their  children  to  respect  the  principles  of 
honesty,  integrity  and  industry,  and  to  a thorough 
appreciation  of  the  value  of  practical  knowledge 
and  usefulness,  and  there  is  no  better  family  of 
boys  in  the  township,  all  being  steady-going  and 
thrifty  and  holding  good  positions.  The  family 
are  Catholics  in  religious  faith,  and  Mr.  Howley 
is  a member  of  the  Church  committee.  In 
politics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat. 


MrERLE  C.  COWLES.  The  Cowles  family 
_ _i  is  among  the  oldest  in  New  England,  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Bridgeport,  is  of  the  eighth  generation  in  direct 
descent  from  John  Cowles,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land at  a very  early  period  and,  after  a short  res- 
idence in  Massachusetts,  removed  in  1635  to 
Hartford,  Conn.  In  1640  he  went  to  Farming- 
ton,  Conn.,  and  in  1663-64  he  was  in  Hadley 
(now  Hatfield),  Mass.  He  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  most  of  his  descendants 
have  been  interested  in  that  line.  His  wife's 
name  is  not  now  known,  but  they  had  a son  John, 
through  whom  the  line  of  descent  of  our  subject 
is  traced. 

11.  John  Cowles,  son  of  the  pioneer,  was 
born  in  1647.  III.  Samuel  Cowles,  the  next  in 
the  line  of  descent,  was  born  in  1673.  IV. 
Samuel  Cowles,  son  of  Samuel  III,  was  born  in 
1706.  V.  Ebenezer  Cowles,  our  subject  s great- 
grandfather, was  born  in  1750.  VI.  Solomon 
Cowles,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1779,  probably  in  South  Norfolk,  Litchfield 
I Co.,  Conn.,  and  became  a farmer  there.  He 
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married  Keturah  Case,  and  had  five  children:  I The  family  is  much  esteemed  socially,  and  Mr. 
Joseph,  James,  Loyal,  William  and  Solomon  G.  | Cowles  is  a member  of  the  Park  City  Yacht  Club, 

VII.  Solomon  G.  Cowles,  our  subject's  fa-  | and  is  especially  prominent  in  the  Masonic  Fra- 
ther,  was  born  in  1827,  in  Norfolk,  Conn.,  and  | ternity,  in  which  he  has  attained  the  thirty-sec  - 
for  many  years  was  engaged  in  farming  there  and  ond  degree.  He  belongs  to  St.  John  Lodge 
in  various  places  in  New  York  State,  Maryland  I No.  3;  Jerusalem  Chapter  No.  13;  Jerusalem 
and  Nebraska,  but  is  now  living  in  retirement  in  I Council  No.  16;  Hamilton  Commandery  No.  5; 
the  town  of  Stratford,  this  county.  His  wife,  | Pyramid  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Emily  Andrews,  is  a na-  1 and  Lafayette  Consistory,  Scottish  Rite  Masons, 
tive  of  the  town  of  Winsted,  Litchfield  Co.,  | He  was  master  of  St.  John’s  Lodge  in  1893, 
Conn.  Her  family  was  of  English  or  Welsh  ori-  1 served  three  years  as  patron  of  Orient  Chapter, 
gin,  and  her  father,  Ezra  Andrews,  was  in  his  I Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  from  1891  to  1893; 
day  a clock  peddler  in  Litchfield  county  and  as  1 Grand  Lecturer  of  the  State  in  1894;  Associate 
far  west  as  Ohio.  Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  Grand  Patron  in  1895,  and  Grand  Patron  in 
three  children,  the  others  being  Nelson  E.,  who  1S9G. 

has  been  engaged  in  raising  fruit  in  Florida  for  

about  nine  years,  and  Mary  E.,  who  died  in  1896, 

unmarried.  /F*VEORGE  W.  HAYES.  The  introduction  of 

VIII.  Merle  C.  Cowles  was  born  January  1,  ! railways  has  produced  results  so  great  that 
1861,  in  Franklin,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y. . wnerc  , they  can  hardly  be  estimated  by  the  people  of  to- 
he  remained  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  [ day,  and  the  enterprise  and  foresight  of  those 
vears,  commencing  his  education  in  the  local  I who  have  helped  in  the  development  of  rapid 
schools.  His  parents  then  removed  to  Bladens-  1 transportation  is  worthy  of  admiration.  This 
hurg,  Md.,  but  after  one  year's  residence  there  I well-known  citizen,  who  is  now  living  in  retire- 
thev  settled  at  Union,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y. , where  I ment  in  Bridgeport,  was  for  many  years  actively 
they  spent  a number  of  years.  While  there  our  I engaged  in  this  line  of  enterprise,  and  many 
subject,  then  a lad  of  sixteen,  found  employment  j miles  of  railroad,  burdened  daily  with  the  traffic 
on  a neighboring  farm,  where  he  remained  a i of  a continent,  are  a lasting  monument  to  his 
year,  spending  the  winter  season  in  attending  j skill  and  energy. 

school  and  doing  “chores  ” for  his  board.  For  Mr.  Haves  is  of  Irish  descent  in  the  paternal 
a short  time  he  worked  in  a cheese  factory  in  J line,  but  the  name  has  been  identified  with  this 
Union  Center,  and  in  1879  he  went  to  Hartford  1 county  for  many  years,  his  great-grandfather, 
and  Watertown,  Conn.,  to  visit  relatives.  At  Thomas  Hayes,  a native  of  Ireland,  being  the 
the  last  named  place  he  was  employed  at  farm  first  of  the  family  to  cross  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
work  for  a few  months,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  Jesse  Haves,  an  uncle  of  our  subject,  served  as 
rear  he  secured  a position  in  the  tube  casting  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  in  every  genera- 
works  of  Benedict  6c  Burnham,  with  whom  he  | tion  the  name  has  been  associated  with  a high 
continued  a year.  On  January  1,  1881,  he  be-  l order  of  citizenship.  Thomas  Hayes  (2),  the 
came  a clerk  in  Sherman  Penn's  grocery  in  j father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Hartford 
Waiertown,  and  on  leaving  that  situation  he  spent  1 county.  Conn.,  April  20,  1782,  and  was  married 
four  months  with  the  American  Ring  Company,  j in  this  county  to  Miss  Sally  Greene,  a native  of 
of  the  same  place.  On  December  J,  1881,  Mr.  ! the  town  of  Easton,  Fairfield  county,  where  her 
Cowles  removed  to  Bridgeport,  entering  the  em-  | father,  James  Greene,  was  a well-known  farmer, 
ploy  of  the  Bridgeport  Brass  Company,  with  j Soon  after  his  marriage  our  subject's  father  re- 
which  he  has  ever  since  been  connected,  and  since  i moved  to  Ohio,  by  an  overland  route,  but  losing 
1892  he  has  had  charge  of  the  work  of  casting  | his  money  he  returned  to  Bridgeport,  where  he 
their  seamless  tubes.  His  sterling  qualities  of  1 engaged  in  business  as  a general  carpenter  and 
character  have  not  been  unnoticed  by  his  fellow  i millwright,  accumulating  a handsome  compe- 
citizens,  and  in  April,  1897.  he  was  elected  by  j tence.and  becoming  the  owmer  of  a large  amount 
them  to  the  office  of  alderman  from  the  Twelfth  l of  real  estate.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat, 
district  of  Bridgeport,  for  the  term  of  two  years.  | but  no  office  holder.  He  died  November  2S, 
Politically,  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  i 1849,  his  wife  on  March  16,  1843.  They  had  a 

On  June  1 7 , 1882,  Mr.  Cowles  married  Miss  | family  of  ten  children  as  follows:  ( 1 ) Solomon, 
Carrie  Sanford,  of  Waterbury,  a daughter  of  I born  in  1800,  was  a hatter  by  trade,  and  died  in 
Ruel  and  Nancy  (Neal)  Sanford,  and  five  chil-  [ Bridgeport:  he  married  and  left  two  sons.  (*j 
dren  have  blessed  the  union:  Alice  M.,  Emma  I Benjamin,  born  in  1802,  was  a carpenter  and 

E.,  Frederick  M.,  Louise  B.  and  George  N.  | joiner  in  Bridgeport,  and  died  there  in  1888.  (3' 
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Sally,  born  in  1803,  married  Isaac  Mason,  a ship 
joiner  of  Bridgeport,  where  she  died  in  1820  (4) 

Alonzo,  born  February  11,  1S06,  died  1880, 

married  Lucretia  Stratton,  and  they  had  ten 
children — Charles.  Samuel,  Mary  Ann,  Laura, 
Daniel,  Alonzo,  Minott,  Sherwood.  Walter.  and 
an  iniant.  (5)  Johnson,  born  1808.  was  a joiner 
and  carpenter,  and  died  in  1858;  he  married 
Eleanor  Turney,  daughter  of  Levi  Turney,  of 
Fairfield  township  (both  now  deceased),  and  they 
had  six  children  as  follows — Wesley  Hayes,  of 
Bridgeport,  married  Loretta  Richardson,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Loretta  Richardson  (the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  an  inventor  of  a safety  valve), 
and  they  have  three  children  living;  Sarah  A.,  a 
teacher  in  Bridgeport;  Josephine,  widow  of 
Charles  Ells,  also  lives  in  Bridgeport;  George 
W.  died  in  infancy;  Alamanda  is  the  deceased 
wife  of  Dr.  G.  L.  Woods,  of  Springfield  (there 
is  one  son  by  this  union,  Wesley  E..  a resident 
of  New  York);  Emma  H.,  wife  of  Irving  C. 
Peck  (they  have  one  daughter,  Bertha  May,  and 
make  their  home  in  Florida).  (6)  Mary  Ann, 
born  in  1 8 1 2.  died  in  1825.  (7)  Caroline,  born 

in  1815,  died  August  1,  1862.  married  (first) 
George  Davis,  of  Bridgeport,  and  (second)  John 
W.  Stewart,  a native  of  Schoharie,  N.  Y.  (she 
had  two  children — Georgtana.  wife  of  Col.  S.  B. 
Summer,  an  attorney  of  Bridgeport,  who  was  a 
colonel  in  the  Civil  war;  and  Charles)  (8)  Al- 
mvra,  born  in  1817,  died  in  1843.  married  Hiram 
Chandler,  of  New  York  City  ; she  had  one  son, 
Charles,  who  lives  in  New  York.  (91  Thomas, 
born  in  1819,  was  a carpenter  and  joiner  in 
Bridgeport,  where  he  died  in  1884;  he  married 
Sarah  Morgan,  and  they  had  six  children — Z. 
Frances,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  Leroy  (who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Union  army  during  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  was  wounded  four  times  at  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  and  died),  Charlton  and  Horace 
(both  also  deceased),  and  Edward.  (10)  George 
W.  (the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch)  is  the 
youngest. 

George  W.  Hayes  was  born  December  5, 
1821,  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  learned  the  car- 
penter s trade  there.  For  six  years  he  was  em- 
ployed on  the  Housatonic  railroad,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  engaged  in  contracting  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother-in-law,  John  W.  Stewart, 
his  hrst  venture  in  that  line  being  there-laying 
of  iron  rails  on  the  Housatonic  railroad.  The 
work  occupied  his  attention  for  two  years,  and 
later  he  aided  in  the  construction  of  a new  road 
from  Van  Deusenville  to  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and 
108  miles  of  Harlem  road,  his  branch  of  the  work 
being  the  furnishing  of  ties,  laying  rails,  and 
building  bridges.  in  the  meantime  he  filled 


i several  contracts  for  the  re-laying  of  rails  on 
I various  lines,  including  the  road  from  Trov  to 
j Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y. , and  on  completing  the 
I latter  enterprise  he  built  as  follows : a road  from 
I Saratoga  Springs  to  Whitehall,  N.  Y. ; one  from 
1 Whitehall  to  Castleton,  Vt.,  and  one  from  Bel- 
j lows  Falls  to  Brattleboro,  Vt.  Altogether  he 
spent  twenty-two  years  as  a railroad  contractor. 
I building  about  485  miles  of  road,  and  throughout 
I this  long  period  he  maintained  the  partnership 
l with  Mr.  Stewart. 

In  1852  Mr.  Hayes  made  his  home  at  No.  22 
1 Berkshire  street,  in  East  Bridgeport,  then  a 
1 village  of  less  than  a dozen  houses,  and  he  is 
I now  spending  his  well-earned  leisure  there.  He 
1 fond  of  out-door  sport,  and  is  a noted  hunter, 

1 often  making  trips  with  his  dogs  and  gun  in  pur- 
i suit  of  various  kinds  of  game.  In  politics  he  is 
I a Democrat,  and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  F.  & A.  M.,  St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  3,  of 
! Bridgeport.  In  1845  he  married  Miss  Louisa 
Bennett,  daughter  of  Elias  and  Sally  (Greene) 
! Bennett,  at  one  time  prominent  residents  of  the 
| town  of  Easton  (both  are  now  deceased,  the 
I father  having  died  when  their  daughter  Louisa 
1 was  two  years  old,  the  mother  passing  away  in 
i 1852),  and  three  children  bless  this  union  : (1) 

I William  H..  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Wheeler 
| & Wilson  Mfg.  Co.,  in  Bridgeport;  he  married 
| Harriet  Keeler,  daughter  of  Chauncey  Keeler, 
j and  granddaughter  of  Isaac  Keeler,  of  Fairfield 
1 county  (they  have  four  children — Frank  E., 

| William  K.,  Harriet  Louise  and  Grace  May). 

| (2)  Franklin  M.,  who  married  Maggie  Waldron, 

| and  both  died  leaving  no  children.  (3)  George, 

I who  died  when  an  infant. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  W. 
Hayes  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Bridgeport. 


MOWARD  TAYLOR  FARNAM.  This  young 

business  man  of  Bethel  is  a representative 

of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed 
New  England  families,  and  on  that  account  as 
I well  as  for  his  own  merits  the  following  history 
i will  be  read  with  interest.  He  is  of  the  eighth 
I generation  in  direct  descent  from  John  Farnam, 

I one  of  the  first  settlers  at  Dorchester,  Mass., 

| and  a leader  in  the  affairs  of  the  little  colony 
i near  Massachusetts  Bay.  This  noted  pioneer 
I was  one  of  the  seven  persons  who  organized  the 
j Second  Church  at  Boston,  on  June  1,  1650,  and, 

1 as  is  shown  by  the  records  of  that  year,  he  was 
1 chosen  deacon  of  the  Society.  He  had  previously 
j been  made  a “freeman”  of  the  colony,  on  May 
i 13,  1640,  and  probably  resided  there  many 
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years,  but  later  he  left  the  locality  owing  to  1 to  the  task.  In  1838  he  formed  a partnership 
religious  differences,  his  activity  in  building  up  I with  a Mr.  Nichols,  and  engaged  in  the  mami- 
the  Baptist  Church  bringing  him  the  enmity  of  facture  of  hats,  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  T. 
some  other  members  of  the  colony.  Deacon  Farnam  & Co.,  this  being  one  of  the  first  estab- 
John  Farnam  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  had  four  lishments  of  the  kind  in  Bethel.  After  two 
children:  Henry,  who  is  next  in  the  line  of  ! years  he  purchased  his  partner's  interest;  for 

descent;  Jonathan,  born  January  16,  1638;  Han-  I thirteen  years  he  continued  the  business  alone; 
nah,  born  November  19,  1642;  and  Jonna,  born  i failing  health,  however,  compelled  him  to  re- 

March  3,  1644.  I tire.  In  1 85  5 he  became  connected  with  a large 

(2)  Henrv  Farnam,  who  was  born  in  1636,  1 wholesale  hat  business  in  Chicago,  under  the 

and  died  in  July,  1700,  became  a joiner  by  trade,  I firm  name  of  Benedict,  Mallory  & Farnam,  but 
and  made  his  home  at  Killingworth,  Conn.  He  I in  1861  he  sold  his  interest  to  Keith  Brothers 
married  Jonna  Rutke,  daughter  of  Thomas  [ (later  Edson  Keith  & Co.  .one  of  the  wealthiest 
Rutke,  and  had  two  children  : Peter  and  Eliza-  I firms  in  Chicago).  In  1862  Mr.  Farnam  again 

,beth.  1 engaged  in  the  hat  manufacture  at  Bethel,  and 

(3)  Peter  Farnam  died  February  14,  1703,  1 with  the  exception  of  three  years,  from  1865  to 

leaving  a large  family  of  children  as  follows:  I 1S6S.  he  continued  the  business  without  a part- 
Hannah,  born  December  8.  1686;  Jonna,  born  I ner  until  his  death,  which  occurred  August  20, 
December  16,  1687;  Peter  F..  August  29,  1689;  1886.  As  a citizen  Mr.  Farnam  was  highly  re- 

Hannah  F.,  August  23,  1691;  Nathaniel  F.,  spected,  and  his  influence  was  felt  as  a factor  on 

February  27,  1695;  Josiah  F.,  July  16,  1698;  the  side  of  progress.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch 
Phoebe  F.,  October  29.  1700:  John  F.,  Novem-  Republican,  and  in  i860  he  was  chosen  to  rep- 
ber  30,  1702;  John  G.,  May  30,  1710,  and  Lof-  | resent  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  He 
tus  N.,  September  24,  1730.  also  held  various  other  offices,  serving  three 

(4)  John  Farnam,  the  next  in  order  of  descent,  years  as  county  commissioner.  Fraternally,  he 

resided  fora  time  at  Guilford,  Conn.,  and  after-  belonged  to  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  also  to  Eureka 
ward  settled  in  Litchfield.  He  was  married  Lodge  No.  83,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Bethel,  of  which 
December  30,  1725,  to  Hannah  Crittenden,  by  he  was  a charter  member.  His  manner  was 
-whom  he  had  the  following  children  : John  F.,  i most  pleasant  and  genial,  and,  as  his  extensive 

Jr.,  born  November  24,  1726:  Lucy,  August  1,  | reading  kept  him  well  informed  upon  the  topics 
1729;  Ruth,  September  r 2 , 1731;  Seth  F. , Sep-  I of  the  day,  he  was  an  agreeable  companion, 
tember  28,  1733;  Grace,  August  1 , 1 736;  Nathan,  ! On  January  26,  1840,  Mr.  Farnam  was  mar- 
|une  19,  1738;  Joseph,  September  10,  1740;  ried  at  Bethel  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Somers,  daughter 

Benjamin,  March  1,  1742;  and  Hannah,  January  of  Berah  and  Merah  (Wheeler)  Somers.  She  was 
4,  1746.  born  April  1,  1820,  and  died  November  16,  1894- 

(5)  Seth  F.  Farnam,  our  subject's  great-  Nine  children  were  born  to  this  estimable  couple, 

grandfather,  was  the  owner  of  the  copper  mine  six  of  whom  are  living:  (1)  George  W.,  a resi- 
at  South  Farms,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.  He  was  dent  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  married  Miss  Eleanor 
married  January  23,  1766.  to  Dianah  Gibbs,  and  M.  Wheelock.  and  had  six  children— Ethel  (1) 
•thev  had'  five  children:  Benjamin,  born  March  (deceased),  Ellen,  Grace,  Margaret,  Ethel  (2) 

31,  1768  ; John,  November,  1770;  Joseph,  July  and  Eleanor.  (2)  Le  Grande  S.,  who  resides  in 
10,  1773:  Leman,  May  8,  1 7 7 5 : and  Seth,  May  Bethel,  married  Miss  Mary  Brockett,  and  had 
17,  1777.  one  child,  Ethel  T.,  now  deceased.  (3)  J0*10 

(6)  John  Farnam.  the  grandfather  of  our  G.,  a resident  of  Bethel,  married  Miss  Josephine 

subject,  resided  in  Litchfield  county.  Conn.,  Hubbell,  now  deceased.  (4)  Emily  N.  was mar- 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  He  ried  November  9,  1869,  to  Frank  W.  Barnum, 
married  Hannah  Taylor,  and  had  six  children,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (5)  Martha 
of  whom  the  late  Ethel  Taylor  Farnam,  our  sub-  B.  married  George  B.  Fairchild,  a partner  of 
ject's  father,  was  the  youngest.  j our  subject.  (6)  Howard  T.  is  the  subject  prop- 

(7)  The  late  E.  T.  Farnam  was  born  in  j er  of  this  biography. 

Litchfield,  September  13,  1817.  and  was  but  a The  Barnum  family,  of  which  the  late  Frank 

child  at  the  time  of  his  fathers  death.  After  W.  Barnum  was  a member,  has  been  identified 
this  event  the  family  removed  to  Bethel,  where  with  this  section  lor  many  years.  He  was  of  the 
he  attended  school,  and  at  an  early  age  he  be-  sixth  generation  in  direct  descent  from  Thomas 
gan  clerking  for  Hiram  Weed.  He  had  his  own  Barnum,  and  the  line  is  traced  through  Thomas 
wav  to  make  in  life,  but  as  he  possessed  remark-  (2),  who  married  Sarah  Beardsley;  Ephraim, 
.able  energy  and  shrewdness  he  was  fully  equal  who  married  Rachel  Starr;  Captain  Ephraim,  of 
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Revolutionary  fame,  who  married  Mehitable 
— ; Peter,  who  was  born  March  7,  1784,  and 


died  August  22.  1873;  and  Eli  Starr  Barnum,  who 
was  born  July  1,  1820,  and  married  Julia  Bar- 
num by  whom  he  had  four  children,  among  whom 
was  Frank  W . This  lamented  citizen  was  born 
March  1,  1847,  in  Bethel,  where  he  was  reared 
and  educated  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  sutler's  department  of  Grant’s 
army,  and  as  a young  man  he  clerked  for  some 
time  in  Danbury  for  Benedict  & Nichols  Later 
he  was  engaged  in  general  merchandise  business 
in  Bethel  for  a year,  and  in  1871  he  opened 

3 dau-KSt0re  Danbury  at  ‘he  corner  of  Main 
and  White  streets.  He  died  January  31,  1892.  in 

KlWenne.  ^ S"rvives  hlm-  Mar>' 
Howard  T.  Farnam,  our  subject,  was  born 
November  22,  1863,  in  the  town  of  Bethel,  where 
he  received  a public-school  education.  At  the 

Larn  th  hCn  he  entered  his  Other’s  factory  to 
work.^t,  trade’bUt  in,88ohe  left  that 
York  kC  a P°slt,on  ,n  a furniture  house  in  New 
lattn  y’  WheILe  he  rema‘ned  four  months. 

lime  ine,88a!  "'I  a hat-j°bbing  house  for  some 
ime,  in  1883  returning  to  his  father’s  factory  as 

of  thTfn’thnd  •hlSposition  he  held  until  the  de^th 
h been  I'’  “ ’886' „ Since  that  da‘a  the  firm 
subiec  s b T aS,  Farnam  & Fairchild,  our 
ner  Ct  5 brother-.n-law  being  the  junior  part- 

niarSdfnirt"  2/_’  ,888’  Mr'  Farnam  was 
S „ r ryu°  MiSS  Janet  M-  Hunter, 
member  of  JameS  Hunter' . Mr-  Farnam  is  a 

Lodge  No fr°CAet,M'  lnClud'n?  Union 

No.  23  r‘a’mF'  r A'  M-_ Eureka  Chapter 
10  K ' t «•"  Crusader  Commandery  No. 

Temoie  NnhiV0^ter  C0Unci]  No'  28.  Pvramid 
1 emP‘e,  Nobles  Mystic  Shrine. 


HRtow„MofRW-f-  W”ITE  was  born  in  the 
ceiv^H  h j Wilton,  February  26,  1844,  re- 

der  pl  y "™  in  the  Wil,on  academy,  un- 
tution  s.x^errard0imst.ead’  attend‘ug  that  insti- 

schooi  at  Wilton  3 lerward  tau?ht  a private 
1S60  oi,  Jton'  about  two  vears.  On  June  22 

who9'wasebornrr,ev  Dr'  Charles  Belden  White.’  f 
1837,  a son  F-ew  York  City  September  12,  j 

vears  a sucres  f Ambrose  L-  White,  for  thirty 
The  children  “r  Practltloner  °f  New  York  City 
w«e  as  follows0  FDr’  3nd  Mrs-  Mary  A.  White 
Mav  24  ,8^8  MranCc’  b°rn  June  7.  1870,  died 
died  SeoiemKe'  Mary  S"  b°.rn  August  28,  1871, 
vember  14  i8-?.IOpJ-8u  ‘ ’,  Katharine.  born  No- 
Winifred  bit/  t Edlth’  born  March  27,  1875; 

January  1 S,  1877;  Davenport, 


born  May  8,  1879;  Ambrose  Lipscomb,  born 
May  22,  1881,  died  June  1 8,  1898. 

TIhf/°ll°T,ing  is  a brief  account  of  the  ances- 
try of  Mrs.  W hite:  Nathan  Davenport,  her  grand- 
father, was  born  in  the  town  of  Stamford.  Conn 
August  8,  1768,  and  acquired  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  that  place.  He  was  the 
proprietor  of  a fulling-mill  at  Wilton,  which  he 
conducted  for  many  years,  and  he  was  also  a 

rT1"'  r.He  married  Miss  Mary  Smith,  a sister 
of  Rev.  Daniel  Smith,  and  by  her  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  George  A.,  James  S.  and  Mary 
A.  Of  these,  George  A.  married  Marv  Sturgess; 
James  S.  married  Mary  Olmstead,  'and  Mary 
married  Matthew  Smith.  He  had  a half-sister, 
Clarissa  Raymond,  who  lived  to  be  104  years,  8 
months  and  25  days  old. 

George  A.  Davenport  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Wilton,  Conn.,  January  31,  1808,  and  passed 
his  early  youth  in  the  usual  employments  of  the 
farm,  attending  the  public  schools,  also  the 
academy  taught  by  Dr.  Hawley  Olmstead.  and 
early  developed  the  characteristics  that  distin- 
guished him  throughout  life.  His  legal  educa- 
tion was  obtained  at  Yale  Law  School  under 
Prof.  Samuel  J.  Hitchcock,  of  whom  he  ever 
afterward  spoke  as  one  of  the  greatest  of  teach- 
ers. Mr.  Davenport  was  never  much  engaged 
in  the  trial  of  cases  in  court,  though  he  was  for 
a time  associated  as  a law  partner  with  the  late 
Judge  Butler.  He  preferred  office  practice, 
spending  most  of  his  time  in  that  branch  of  law, 
more  especially  in  drawing  up  wills,  contracts 
and  conveyances,  and  in  giving  legal  advice.  By 
the  General  Assembly  he  was  appointed  probate 
judge  for  the  district  of  Norwalk  for  the  years 
1844-45,  1847-48  and  1850-51.  The  mode  of 
appointment  to  this  office  having  been  changed 
in  1850,  he  was  continuously  elected  to  the  same 
office  by  the  people  of  the  district,  always  by 
large  majorities,  and  nearly  always  as  a candi- 
date of  both  political  parties,  until  1878,  when 
he  reached  the  constitutional  limit  of  age,  mak- 
ing in  all  thirty  years  of  service  in  that  office. 
After  his  retirement  he  remained  at  his  home  in 
Wilton,  passing  his  time  in  congenial  employ- 
ments. At  the  age  of  eighty  years  we  find  him 
studying  Hebrew.  From  the  Norwalk  Gazette, 
of  January  8,  1878,  we  quote  a simple  passage, 
which  speaks  volumes  for  the  memory  of  Judge 
Davenport:  Few,  if  any,  probate  districts  in 

the  country  have  been  as  highly  favored  with 
such  exceptional  capacity  and  fidelity  to  public 
trust,  and  we  are  sure  that  the  regrets  at  Judge 
Davenport  s retirement  will  be  both  universal 
and  sincere.” 

For  his  first  wife  Judge  Davenport  married 
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Miss  Mary  Sturgess,  who  was  born  at  Wilton, 
April  i6,  1812,  a daughter  of  Erastus  and  Abi- 
gail (Sturgess)  Sturpess,  of  Wilton,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  The 
children  born  to  this  marriage  were  as  follows: 
(i)  Mary  A.,  subject  of  this  sketch,  born  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1844.  (2)  Julia,  born  April  16,  1847. 
died  July  28,  1890.  (3)  Benjamin,  born  in 

Wilton,  January  21,  1850,  is  a graduate  of  the 
law  school  of  the  University  of  Georgetown, 

D.  C..  of  the  class  of  ’74>  and 's  now  practicing 
as  an  attorney  and  counselor  at  law  in  Minne- 
apolis: he  married  Miss  Mary  Goodhue,  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  and  had  children — Isaac  (de- 
ceased;, Darlington  and  Julia.  (4)  Daniel,  born 
in  Wilton,  June  13,  1852,  graduated  at  Yale 
College  in  1S73,  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Woodward  6c  Perry,  Norwalk,  and  is  now  an  at- 
torney at  Bridgeport,  Conn.:  he  married  Mary 

E.  Jones,  October  16,  1876,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter— Beatrice.  (5)  Timothy,  born  in  Wilton, 

Conn.,  February  8,  1854,  graduated  at  Yale 
College  in  1875,  and  at  New  Haven  law  school 
in  1877:  he  is  practicing  law  in  New  York  City, 
at  No.  47  Cedar  street;  he  married  Miss  Mary 
Allen,  of  Gloversville,  N.  Y..  and  has  children 
— Allen  and  Marion.  (6)  Sarah,  born  October 
31,  1856. 

Dr.  Charles  B.  White,*  husband  (deceased) 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  September  12,  1837.  He  graduated 
at  the  College  of  New  York  in  1854.  with  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  received  the  de- 
gree of  Master  of  Arts  in  1857,  lrom  the  same 
institution.  In  1859  he  was  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  and  then  became  house  physician 
to  Bellevue  Hospital  in  i860  and  1861.  In  the 
latter  rear  he  entered  the  army  of  the  Union  as 
assistant-surgeon,  his  first  service  being  at  Fort- 
ress Monroe.  Ya. , where  he  remained  until  the 
Peninsular  campaign,  when  he  became  field  sur- 
geon. While  thus  engaged,  on  one  occasion  his 
horse  and  himself  were  enveloped  in  dirt  and 
dust  thrown  all  over  them  bv  the  explosion  of  a 
shell,  and  for  some  time  it  was  supposed  that 
both  were  killed,  but  fortunately  both  escaped 
uninmred.  After  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  it 
became  necessary  for  surgeons  to  remain  behind 
the  armv  with  the  wounded,  and  volunteers  were 
railed  for.  Dr.  White,  observing  hesitancy  on 
the  part  of  most  surgeons  (which  was  probably 
caused  bv  the  fact  that  at  that  period  of  the 
war  no  consideration  was  shown  to  physicians), 
was  one  of  the  first  to  offer  his  services.  As  a 

•The  sketch  of  Dr.  White  is  taken  from  the  “London  Lancet.”  and 
bv  it  was  taken  from  the  “New  York  Medical  Record.’ ’ 


i result  he  was  taken  prisoner;  but  after  a time 
| he  returned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
l served  in  the  several  actions  until  after  the  battle 
i of  Fredericksburg,  when  he  took  charge  of  the 
| general  hospital  at  Pittsburg,  Penn.  Later  he 
1 served  in  the  Army  of  the  West  and  Southwest, 

1 and  was  made  acting  medical  purveyor  at  New 
I Orleans,  La.  During  the  epidemic  of  yellow  fe- 
l ver  at  Jackson  Barracks  he  was  a volunteer  med- 
| ical  attendant. 

Dr.  White  s conduct  at  Malvern  Hill  and  at 
Jackson  Barracks  speaks  volumes  for  his  patriot- 
ism and  disinterested  bravery  in  the  face  of  grave 
dangers.  He  subsequently  served  in  the  army 
| at  Fort  Schuyler,  N.  Y.,  Camp  Independence, 
j Cal.,  and  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  all  of  which 
I places,  as  in  those  in  which  he  had  pre- 
1 viously  served,  his  skill,  humanity  and  success 
were  conspicuous.  Columbus.  Ohio,  was  his 
last  post  after  the  war,  and  it  was  here  that  be- 
gan the  development  of  an  adeno-sarcoma  in 
his  left  axilla,  which  finally  caused  his  death, 
August  10,  1881. 


MON.  WILLIAM  B.  HAWLEY.  Few  men 

in  this  section  are  as  well  and  favorably 

known  as  is  the  subject  of  this  biography,  who 
has  for  a number  of  years  represented  the  town 
of  Sherman  in  the  State  Legislature.  In  all 
lines  of  public  improvement  he  is  recognized  as  a 
I leader,  his  time  and  means  being  freely  given  to 
I aid  any  worthy  work.  Religious  enterprises  have 
| been  especially  fostered  by  him,  but  he  appreci- 
I ates  beneficial  movements  of  a secular  nature. 

Mr.  Hawley  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock, 

[ and  his  gieat-grandfather,  Dr.  Elijah  Hawley, 
was  a prosperous  physician  of  the  town  of  Mon- 
roe, this  county.  John  Somers  Hawley,  our 
subject  s grandfather,  was  born  and  reared  m 

that  town,  receiving  a common-school  education, 

and  in  early  manhood  engaged  in  farming  and 
peddling.  He  married  Miss  Rebecca  Beers,  0! 
Stratford,  and  had  three  children:  Sylvanus, 
William  B.  and  Burton. 

1 The  late  William  B.  Hawley,  the  father  of 
1 our  subject,  was  born  in  1801  in  the  town  of 
I Monroe,  in  the  same  house  which  had  been  oc- 
I cupied  as  a residence  by  his  father  and  grand- 
I father.  He  learned  the  wagonmakers  trade, 

| which  he  followed  successfully  during  the  greater 

portion  of  his  life,  and  on  removing  to  the  town 
of  New  Fairfield  he  built  a carriage  factory, 
which  he  conducted  for  a number  of  years.  Jn 
politics  he  was  a Democrat, and  he  took  an  active 
part  in  local  affairs,  holding  numerous  town 
offices  in  New  Fairfield.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
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Trowbridge,  daughter  of  John  Trowbridge  (a 
well-known  farmer  of  New  Fairfield)  and  his 
wife,  Sarah  (Osborn ).  They  had  four  children, 
of  whom,  our  subject  was  the  youngest;  Rebecca 
married  Dr.  Ruby;  Lorinda  is  the  widow  of  Orin 
Winton;and  Munson  married  (first)  Sarah  McLean 
and  (second)  Caroline  White. 

Mr.  Hawley,  our  subject,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 17,  1838,  in  the  town  of  New  Fairfield,  and 
during  boyhood  he  secured  a good  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  local  schools,  although  his  attend- 
ance was  interrupted  for  about  two  years  by 
illness.  For  some  time  he  was  employed  at 
carriage  making  in  his  father’s  shop,  but  at  the 
age  of  twenty-six  he  purchased  a store  in  New 
Fairfield  from  Stephen  Hopkins,  and  this  he 
conducted  for  one  year.  He  then  removed  to 
the  town  of  Sherman,  and  established  a general 
store,  which  he  has  since  carried  on  successfully. 
During  the  last  year  of  his  residence  in  New 
Fairfield  he  married  his  first  wife,  Miss  Cornelia 
Northrop,  daughter  of  a well-known  farmer  of 
the  town  of  Sherman,  Emory  W.  Northrop,  and 
his  wife  Sarah  M.  (Osborn).  In  1871,  about  five 
years  after  their  marriage,  Mrs.  Hawley  died, 
leaving  no  issue.  Later  our  subject  married  Miss 
Florence  Jackson,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane 
(Jarvis)  Jackson,  of  Sharon,  Conn.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union:  William  T.  and 
William  J.,  one  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  five 
months,  and  the  other  when  a year  and  a half 
old. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Hawley  was  a supporter  of 
Democratic  principles,  but  since  the  close  of  the 
war  he  has  been  a stanch  Republican.  His  po- 
litical career  may  be  said  to  have  begun  when  he 
reached  his  majority,  as  he  was  then  elected 
town  clerk  in  New  Fairfield,  and  his  popularity 
at  that  date  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  was 
kept  in  that  position  with  the  help  of  both  parties, 
for  six  years,  or  as  long  as  he  remained  in  the  town. 
In  1874  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  town  of 
Sherman,  and  he  has  ever  since  held  that  office. 
In  1891  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  so  well  did  he  fulfill  his 
duties  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1893.  While  he 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  his  party  in  the 
State,  his  influence  within  the  limits  of  his  own 
town  is  even  more  strongly  felt,  and  he  has 
cheerfully  and  faithfully  borne  every  burden 
which  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-townsmen  has 
placed  upon  him.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  re- 
ligious work  as  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  all  important  matters  arising  within 
the  Society  are  referred  to  him.  At  present  he 
holds  the  offices  of  deacon,  clerk  and  treasurer, 
and  a few  years  ago  he  started  a branch  mission 


in  the  town,  of  which  he  was  superintendent  for 
two  years,  while  at  all  times  he  has  been  ready 
to  contribute  to  the  building  or  beautifying  of 
church  edifices. 


MARSHALL  BEACH,  who  for  several  years 
_ _ has  filled  the  office  of  postmaster  at  Mon- 
roe, Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  prosperous  business  men  of  that  place. 
He  is  a native  of  Connecticut,  born  January  6, 
1853,  in  Cheshire,  and  the  Beach  family  have 
been  identified  with  this  section  of  the  State  for 
a great  many  years. 

Elijah  Beach,  the  great-grandfather  of  the 
gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  was  a resident  of 
Stratford,  where  his  son  James  was  also  born-. 
The  latter  married  Susanna  Seeley,  and  they 
reared  a family  of  four  children,  as  follows: 
Nelson  died  in  South  Carolina;  Eliza  B.  married 
Israel  Hotchkiss,  of  Cheshire;  James  Curtis  mar- 
ried Eliza  Hitchcock,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  and 
has  one  son  and  one  daughter,  James,  and  Fran- 
ces (Mrs.  Sereno  Smith,  of  Cheshire);  and  Mar- 
shall, the  father  of  our  subject.  The  father  of 
this  family  was  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M., 
and  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors. 

Marshall  Beach,  Sr.,  was  born  in  the  year 
1814,  in  Trumbull,  Fairfield  county,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  followed  in  the  footsteps 
of  bis  father  and  grandfather  in  the  matter  of 
occupation,  becoming  a carpenter  and  joiner,  and 
was  considered  quite  a successful  man.  Always 
active  in  the  public  life  of  his  community,  and  a 
champion  of  every  measure  which  he  considered 
conducive  to  the  public  welfare. he  had  at  the  time 
of  his  death  been  put  up  for  office  by  his  fellow 
citizens,  among  whom  he  was  noted  for  his  good 
judgment  and  skill  in  management.  In  political 
faith  he  was  a Democrat.  On  February  20, 
1839,  Marshall  Beach,  Sr.,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Abigail  A.  Miles,  of  Cheshire,  where 
they  made  their  home,  and  he  died  September 
15,  1852,  leaving  two  children:  Nelson,  born 
April  6,  1842,  and  Marshall,  born  January  6, 
1853.  On  August  11,  1862,  Nelson  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  Civil  war  in  Company  F,  17th  C.  V. 
I.,  under  Enoch  Wood,  and  died  July  20.  1863,  in 
hospital  in  Alexandria,  Va.  Mr.  Beach  was 
reared  in  the  Episcopal  faith,  but  during  his  later 
years  he  became  a Universalist  in  religious  be- 
lief. 

Mrs.  Abigail  A.  (Miles)  Beach  was  a daughter 
of  Russell  and  Rachel  J.  (Bradley)  Miles,  both  of 
whom  belonged  to  old  New  England  families, 
descended  from  Welsh  and  English  ancestors, 
respectively.  Mrs.  Miles  was  a daughter  oi 
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Dr.  Amos  Bradley,  of  Lowell,  Mass.  Russell 
Miles  conducted  a country  store  and  inn  for 
many  years  on  the  road  between  Hartford  and 
New  Haven,  and  was  one  of  the  well-known  men 
of  his  day  in  that  region. 

Marshall  Beach,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  nat  ve  place,  and  since 
about  1 888  has  been  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  at  Monroe  Center,  where  he  bought  out 
the  store  of  John  D.  Beach.  The  business  has 
thrived  and  expanded  considerably  under  his 
management,  and  yields  him  a good  competence 
in  return  for  the  time  and  care  he  has  given  to 
it.  He  is  essentially  a self-made  man,  having 
risen  to  the  prosperity  he  now  enjoys  by  his  own 
industry,  economy  and  thrift,  and  he  has  the 
good  will  of  all  who  know  him,  as  customers, 
neighbors  or  friends.  During  President  Cleve- 
land's second  administration  Mr.  Beach  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Monroe,  and  he  has 
held  that  office  continuously  since,  discharging 
its  duties  promptly  and  with  satisfaction  to  all 
concerned.  Politically,  he  has  been  a lifelong 
Democrat. 

Mr.  Beach  was  married  March  16,  1890,  to 
Miss  Theodosie  Hubbell.  daughter  of  Lucius 
Hubbell,  of  Huntington,  Conn.,  and  their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  one  daughter,  Lucy. 


T^REDERICK  W.  WILCOXSON,  a well- 
Jp  known  citizen  of  Stratford,  where  he  is  both 
a blacksmith  and  farmer,  is  a native  of  that 
borough,  born  February  26.  1853,  of  an  old  and 
highly  respected  family  of  the  locality. 

Elnathan  Wilcoxson,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Stratford  August  15,  1749. 
and  was  a farmer-  by  occupation.  He  married 
.Sarah  Wilcoxson,  who  was  born  November  2, 
J1754.  and  by  her  had  a family  of  ten  children, 
vwhose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows: 
Philo,  August  19,  1775;  Isaac  (1).  November  20, 
01777;  Elias,  September  26,  1780;  Sarah,  Novem- 
ber 5.  1782;  Isaac  (2)  (grandfather  of  F.  W.); 
Sarah,  January  24.  178S;  Lucy,  November  25, 
,1790;  Betsey,  August  24,  1793;  Elias.  July  8, 
1798;  and  Phoebe,  September  4,  1803. 

Isaac  Wilcoxson,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Stratford,  August  29,  1784.  and  was 
also  a farmer.  He  married  Sarah  Wheeler,  the 
names  and  dates  of  the  birth  of  their  seven  chil- 
dren being  as  follows:  Elnathan  W.  (father  of 

TL  W.);  Sarah,  -April  4,  1813:  Samuel,  Septem- 
ber 4.  1815;  Timothy,  February  20,  1818;  Isaac, 
March  25,  «82o;  Hannah,  October  15.  1822;  and 
Joseph,  May  25,  1825.  Of  these,  Sarah  died 


single;  Samuel  was  murdered  in  Jnly,  1839,00 
the  west  bank  of  the  Fox  river,  Wisconsin,  by 
three  Indians;  Timothy  was  a clergyman  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  died  in  New  Haven, Conn.; 
Isaac  died  March  13,  1838;  Hannah  is  single; 
Joseph  is  a farmer  at  Kankakee,  Illinois. 

Elnathan  W.  Wilcoxson,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Stratford,  June  14,1811,  and 
was  there  educated  and  taught  the  trade  of  car- 
penter, although  he  followed  farming  as  his  rege- 
lar  vocation.  On  April  5,  1842,  he  married 
Mary  J.  Wetmore,  who  was  bom  August  20, 
1819.  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  a daughter  of  Ephraim 
and  Sally  Wetmore.  The  names  and  dates  of 
birth  of  the  five  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilcoxson  are  as  follows:  Jane  E.,  July  25, 
1843;  Lavina  E.,  August  28,  1844;  Frances  A., 
May  19, 1847;  Timothy  E.,  May  5, 1849,  and  Fred- 
erick W.  Of  these,  Jane  E.  married  Dr.  Augustas 
Stiles,  of  Hamilton,  N.  J.,  and  died  October 6, 
1865;  Lavina  E.  wedded  Herbert  Smith,  a car- 
penter of  Milford,  Conn.;  Frances  A.  married 
Minot  A.  Blakeman,  of  Bridgeport,  and  died 
March  30,  1883;  and  Timothy  E.  is  a carpenter 
of  Great  Barrington,  Mass.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  at  Boulder,  Cal.,  April  t,  1881,  the 
father  on  February  16,  1898.  In  politics  he  was 
a Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  Church. 

Frederick  W.  Wilcoxson,  whose  name  ap- 
pears at  the  opening  of  these  lines,  received  his 
literary  training  at  the  Putney  Schools,  Stratford, 
alterward  learning  the  trade  of  blacksmith  in  Mil- 
ford, Conn.,  remaining  there  some  two  and  one- 
half  years.  Returning  then  to  Stratford,  he 
opened  his  present  blacksmith  shop,  where  be 
has  since  conducted  a prosperous  trade,  in  con- 
nection therewith  working  his  thirteen-acre  farm 
in  ‘the  town  of  Stratford. 

On  September  it,  1883,  Mr.  Wilcoxson  mar- 
ried Miss  Ida  Dart,  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Anson  W.  and  Martha  (Murry)  Dart,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a son  of  Nicholas  J.  and 
Louisa  (Wheeler)  Dart,  and  a grandson  of  Joseph 
Dart,  all  of  Stratford.  Mrs.  Martha  (Murry) 
Dart  was  a daughter  of  Edward  Murry,  of  Milford, 
who  was  of  Irish  extraction.  The  Wheeler  fam- 
ily belonged  to  Trumbull,  Fairfield  county.  On® 
child  brightens  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W- 
coxson,  Harry  Anson  Wilcoxson,  born  August 
20,  1884. 

Our  subject  in  his  social  affiliations  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Orenoque  Lodge  No.  90,  I.  0.  0 
of  Stratford,  and  of  the  Grange.  In  politics  e 
is  a Republican,  and  he  is  numbered  among  t e 
valued  and  useful  citizens  of  the  community111 
which  he  lives. 
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CHARLES  HENRY  NORTHROP.  Versa- 
tility does  not  always  lead  to  success  in  life, 
but  this  well-known  attorney  has  shown  decided 
inclination  for  varied  lines  of  effort,  together 
with  the  ability  and  practical  sagacity  to  produce 
satisfactory  results  in  all.  His  success  at  the 
Bar  is  indicated  by  the  large  number  of  impor- 
tant cases  given  into  his  hands  during  his  profes- 
sional career,  while  in  politics  and  finance  he 
has  also  made  an  excellent  reputation.  At  pres- 
ent be  enjoys  the  unique  distinction  of  bolding 
three  town  offices,  and  he  takes  an  active  part 
in  banking  operations  as  the  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Newtown  Savings  Bank.  The  quality 
of  thrift  has  always  been  noticeable  in  his  char- 
acter, and  when  he  was  a mere  child  he  began 
earning  money  by  picking  up  chestnuts,  and 
building  fires  in  the  district  school.  At  the  age 
of  eight  years  he  was  the  proud  possessor  of 
seven  dollars,  which  he  deposited  in  the  New- 
town Bank,  and  he  felt  richer  then  than  he  has 
ever  since. 

Mr.  Northrop  is  a member  of  one  of  the  old- 
est families  of  Newtown  township,  his  great-grand- 
father, Peter  Northrop,  his  grandfather,  Walter 
Northrop,  and  his  father,  William  Nelson  North- 
rop, having  all  been  born  in  the  town.  He  was 
born  November  21,  1859,  at  the  old  homestead 
near  Newtown  village,  which  is  still  occupied  by 
his  father.  His  academic  education  was  obtained 
in  Newtown,  and  in  the  fall  of  1877  he  entered 
the  freshman  class  at  Yale  College  for  the  class- 
ical course;  but  owing  to  ill  health  he  was  com- 
pelled to  return  home  before  the  close  of  the 
year,  a certificate  of  honorable  dismissal  be- 
ing given  him.  His  plan  for  a collegiate  ed- 
ucation was  thus  frustrated,  although  he  has 
found  some  compensation  in  private  reading, 
which  has  often  extended  to  4 o’clock  in  the 
morning,  when  he  had  a tempting  volume  on 
hand.  History,  biography,  poetry  and  fic- 
tion are  his  favorite  ..subjects,  and  he  has 
read  Macaulay’s  works  through  twice.  On  re- 
covering his  health  he  began  the  study  of  law, 
and  in  June,  1880,  he  was  graduated  from  the 
Yale  Law  School,’  where  he  pursued  the  general 
course.  In  December  of  the  same  year  he  went 
^'nco'n.  Neb.,  to  enter  the  firm  of  Courtney, 
Caldwell  & Northrop,  and  a year  later,  when  the 
partnership  was  dissolved,  he  returned  to  New- 
town and  engaged  in  practice,  opening  an  office 
op  Main  street.  While  getting  a foothold  in 
nis  profession  he  boarded  at  home,  walking  two 
miles  daily  to  his  office.  He  has  a host  of 
tiends,  and  his  popularity  has  been  shown  in 
many  ways.  In  1882  he  was  chosen  secretary 
0 board  of  school  visitors,  and  in  1885  he 


was  again  elected,  but  when  re-nominated  in 
1 888  he  declined.  In  1 887  he  was  chosen  to  the 
office  of  town  clerk,  and  about  the  same  time  he 
was  elected  secretary  of  the  Newtown  Savings 
Bank,  succeeding  H.  T.  Nichols  in  both  positions. 

In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  resigned  the 
office  of  town  clerk;  in  1891  he  was  elected  town 
treasurer,  and  this  position  be  still  holds,  having 
been  re-elected  six  times.  Since  1891  he  has 
also  been  treasurer  and  agent  for  the  town  de- 
posit fund,  and  he  is  now  serving  his  second  term 
of  four  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  having  been 
re-elected  to  that  office  in  1896.  In  addition  to 
the  duties  of  these  positions  he  conducts  his  large 
legal  practice,  his  business  including  many  cases 
from  adjoining  counties.  He  is  equally  success- 
ful as  a counselor  and  a trial  attorney,  and  his 
unfailing  tact  is  of  service  in  a variety  of  enter- 
prises connected  with  his  business  and  official 
life.  ' Politically,  he  has  always  been  a Demo- 
crat, but  during  the  campaign  of  1896  he  took  a 
conservative  stand. 

In  December,  1887,  Mr.  Northrop  married 
Miss  Mary  Grace  Hammond,  third  daughter  of 
Daniel  S.  and  Sophia  Blakeslee  Hammond. 
Three  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Eleanor 
E.  Louise;  Mary  Grace,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years  and  four  months;  and  Nelson  William. 
The  family  is  prominent  socially,  and  Mr.  Nor- 
throp is  a member  of  the  New  York  Reform 
Club,  pne  of  the  most  prominent  sound  money 
and  social  organizations  of  the  East.  ; 


TE  BEL  FRENCH  CLARKE.  This  well- 
known  resident  of  Newtown,  has  been  for 
many  years  actively  identified  with  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  locality,  and  while  he  is  now  living 
in  retirement  his  name  is  associated  with  a long 
career  in  Which  keen  business  foresight,  untiring 
energy,  and  the  highest  integrity  were  -constantly 
displayed  by  him  in  his  chosen  line  of  effort. 

Mr.  Clarke  has  descended  from  a family 
which  has  long  been  prominent  in  Fairfield 
county.  The  line  of  his  descent  from  James 
Clarke,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  the  first  ancestor 
of  whom  we  have  any  record,  is  through  James 
(2),  James  (3),.  Zachariah,  Zachariah  (2),  James 
(4)  and  John;  These  ancestors  and  their  families 
are  all  treated  in  the  sketch  of  Robert  A.  Clarke, 
given  elsewhere. 

John  Clarke,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Newtown,  November  3,  1803,  and  when  about 
twenty-one  years  old  went  to  Monroe  township 
and  engaged  in  farming,  purchasing  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  at  Monroe  Center.  He  was  a man 
of  fine  natural  abilities,  being  noted  for  sound 
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judgment  in  business;  but  his  disposition  was 
eminently  conservative  and  his  manner  quiet  and 
■□assuming.  Although  he  was  never  active  in 
politics,  he  was  a strong  Republican  in  principle, 
and  for  many  years  he  was  prominent  in  religious 
work  as  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at 
Monroe,  in  which  he  held  the  office  of  warden. 
His  death  occurred  March  19,  1878,  and  bis 
wife.  Sarah  M.  French,  who  was  born  February 
3,  1812,  died  February  14,  187;.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Abel  French,  a wealthy  fanner  of 
Monroe  township,  who  was-  engaged  for  many 
years  in  the  manufacture  of  webbing,  and  was 
popularly  known  as  Judge  French,  from  his  long 
and  able  service  as  a justice  of  the  peace.  Mrs. 
Sarah  Clarke  was  the  younger  of  two  daughters, 
her  elder  sister,  Hepsey,  being,  the  wife  of  Capt. 
John  Beech,  of  Monroe.  To  John  and  Sarah 
Clarke  two  children  were  born,  Julia  A.  and 
Abel  F.  The  former,  who  was  born  in  1843, 
and  married  Cornelius  Fowler,  a carriage  manu- 
facturer of  Trumbull  township,  died  in  1866, 
leaving  no  issue. 

Abel  F.  Clarke  was  born  October  10,  1848, 
in  the  town  of  Monroe,  and  his  education  was 
begun  in  the  district  school  near  the  old  home- 
stead. Later  be  attended  a boy’s  school  at 
Monroe  Center  (conducted  by  Dr.  Gray),  and 
also  the  academy  at  Newtown,  then  under  the 
control  of  Professor  Fuller.  He  nearly  com- 
pleted the  course,  but  when  sixteen  years  old  he 
decided  to  leave  school  and  take  a position  in 
the  store  of  Glover  & Warner,  at  Newtown,  with 
whom  he  continued  seven  years.  On  January  1, 
1872,  he  became  a partner  in  the  firm,  the  name 
being  changed  to  Glover,  Warner  & Clarke. 
In  1882  Mr.  Glover  became  a silent  partner,  and 
the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Warner  & Clarke, 
under  which  the  business  continued  until  January 
1,  1891, -when  Mr.  Clarke  disposed  of  his  in- 
terest. The  firm  commanded  a large  trade,  their 
establishment  being  one  of  the  largest  country 
stores  in  Fairfield  county,  and  during  the  twenty- 
six  years  in  which  Mr.  Clarke  was  connected 
with  the  business  he  gained  an  extensive  acquaint- 
ance throughout  the  locality.  On  retiring  from 
mercantile  life  Mr.  Clarke  engaged  in  an  invest- 
ment and  insurance  business,  two  years  later 
giving  that  up  altogether,  having  accumulated  a 
handsome  competence  through  his  well-directed 
effort.  At  present  he  devotes  some  attention  to 
farming,  as  a diversion,  and  his  homestead  in 
Newtown  shows  the  results  of  careful  manage- 
ment. While  he  has  never  been  active  as  a poli- 
tician, he  is  interested  in  all  the  questions  of  the 
jay,  and  in  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican. 
His  early  education  has  been  supplemented  with 


an  extensive  course  of  reading,  and  he  has  the 
culture  and  breadth  of  view  given  by  wide  travel, 
as  he  has  visited  the  principal  points  of  interest 
in  England  and  on  the  European  continent,  the 
Holy  Land,  northern  Africa,  and  various  portions 
of  the  New  World. 

In  1892  Mr.  Clarke  married  Miss  Florences. 
Glover,  daughter  of  Henry  Beers  Glover,  of  New- 
town. She  died  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  on  April 
5th  of  that  year,  from  typhoid  fever,  while  they 
were  returning  from  their  wedding  journey  to 
Cuba.  Mr.  Clarke  is  a member  of  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church  at  Newtown,  and  is  prominent 
socially.  He  is  associated  with  Hiram  Lodge 
No.  18,  F.  & A.  M.,  also  with  Hiram  Chapter 
No.  1,  both  of  Sandy  Hook,  in  which  latter  he 
served  as  secretary  for  ten  years;  with  Crusader 
Commandery  No.  10,  at  Danbury,  and  Pyramid 
Temple  No.  2,  Order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at 
Bridgeport. 


JAMES  M.  BEERS.  Fairfield  county  is  re- 
markably replete  with  native-born  successful 
farmers,  skilled  artisans  and  tradesmen, 
prominent  manufacturers,  as  well  as  learned  pro- 
fessional men,  and  in  the  fore  rank  of  the  two 
classes  first  mentioned — although  now  retired 
from  his  trade — stands  the  subject  of  these  lines. 

Mr.  Beers  was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston, 
April  12, 1837.  and  received  a liberal  education  at 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  after- 
ward learning  the  trade  of  mason,  at  which  be 
worked  the  greater  part  of  bis  life  at  various 
places.  For  some  years  he  has  devoted  his  time 
extensively  to  farming.  During  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  12th  Conn. 
V.  I.,  but  after  a brief  service  was  dischargedon 
account  of  disability.  A Republican  in  politics, 
he  has  held  the  office  of  selectman  several  terms, 
also  served  on  the  board  of  relief  and  other 
boards.  He  is  not  a member  of  any  Church,  but 
he  and  his  wife  attend  the  services  of  the  North- 
field  Church  of  Weston . Socially,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Grange  at  Weston. 

In  1859  Mr.  Beers  married  Miss  Mary  J- 
Squires,  a daughter  of  Aaron  and  Sallie  H-  (Bad- 
ram)  Squires,  a sketch  of  whom  follows,  and  five 
children  have  been  born  to  them  : (1)  Adaline, 
born  July  n,  i860,  married  G.  Trowbridge, a 
fireman  of  Bridgeport,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren : Ora  M.  and  Henry  M.  (2)  Benja- 

min, a farmer,  born  January  8,  1862,  » 
Redding,  where  he  was  educated,  was  marnefl 
in  his  native  city  to  Miss  Annie  Betts,  0 
Wilton,  and  their  children  are— Ernest,  An- 
drew, Frank,  Alfred,  Annie  and  Benjamin.  (3) 
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Howard,  born  in  the  town  of  Weston  February  27, 
1866,  learned  the  trade  of  mason  with  his  father, 
and  has  since  worked  at  the  same;  he  is  a Re- 
publican; he  married  Lillie  Benedict,  of  Weston, 
and  they  have  four  children — Sadie  E.,  Charles 
H.,  Katie  and  Florence.  (4)  Bessie  married  H. 
Fluewellyn;  children:  Leroy  V.,  Gladys,  Lois 
and  Mabel.  (5)  Theresa  married  Richard 
Schmidt;  children:  Carl  M.,  R.  Homer,  Addie 
T.,  Annie  B.,  Effie  and  Fannie. 

Joseph  Beers,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
born  in  the  town  of  Weston,  was  a lifelong  farm- 
er. He  was  an  Oldtime  Democrat,  but  cared  lit- 
tle for  political  excitement.  By  his  wife,  Betsey 
(Morehouse),  were  born  children  as  follows: 
Esther  married  a Mr.  Mansfield;  Lucinda  mar- 
ried (first)  a Mr.  Lyon,  and  (second)  a Mr.  Day- 
ton;  Orin  married  Betsey  Beers;  Bebee  married 
Lettie  Wood;  Anson,  will  bespoken  of  presently; 
Gideon  is  single;  Carrity  married  Sanford  Bene- 
dict; Lorinda  is  single;  Ephraim  married  Sarah 
Plough ;Edson  married  Susanna  Mead;  and  Han- 
nah married  Sam  Smith. 

Anson  Beers,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Weston,  in  1800,  and,  like  his  fa- 
ther, followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life. 
During  the  old  4 4 training  days  ” he  was  a member 
of  a militia  company,  and  had  his  hand  injured 
by  the  exploding  of  a musket.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  in  Church  matters  was  a 
Congregationalist.  He  was  twice  married,  first 

time  to  Mary  Ann , and  by  her  had  five 

children,  as  follows:  Edward,  married  to  Abi- 
gail Mead;  Mary,  wife  of  Orin  Lockwood;  Je- 
nette,  who  married  John  Brown;  Theressa,  wife 
of  W.  J.  Waldron;  and  Margaret,  who  died  when 
young.  The  mother  of  this  family  dying,  the  fa- 
ther subsequently  married  Rachel  Squires,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Abigail  (Platt)  Squires,  formerly 
of  Weston,  Fairfield  county,  and  children  as  fol- 
lows were  born  to  them:  Frederick,  a brief  sketch 
of  whom  follows;  James  M.,  our  subject;  Abbie 
J.,  the  wife  of  William  Williams;  William  P., 
married  to  Parmelia  Brown;  and  Samuel,  who 
died  young. 

Frederick  Beers,  the  eldest  brother  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Weston,  and  followed  the 
trade  of  mason  until  his  removal  to  Dakota, 
where  he  now  is.  He  enlisted,  during  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion,  in  the  23d  Conn.  V.  I.,  nine- 
months’  men,  and  after  the  war  he  located  for  a 
time  in  Norwalk,  Conn.  In  1856  he  wedded 
Sarah  Brotherton,  and  they  have  four  children: 
Annie,  Fred.  Flora  and  Ellen. 

Samuel  Squires,  grandfather  of  our  subject's 
wife,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston,  Fairfield 
county,  where  he  followed  general  farming.  Dur- 


ing the  “training  days  of  ye  olden  time”  he 
served  in  the  militia,  and  was  a deeply  religions 
man,  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Weston. 
By  his  wife,  Abigail  Platt,  daughter  of  William 
Platt,  of  Redding,  be  had  children  as  follows: 
Polly,  wedded  to  David  Smith;  Betsey,  wife  at 
David  Platt;  Rachel,  who  married  Anson  Beers; 
William,  married  to  Jane  Carpenter;  Aaron,  a 
sketch  of  whom  follows;  Eunice,  married  to  Wal- 
ter Mills;  Harriet,  who  was  three  times  married, 
first  time  to  Walter  Mead;  Lydia,  married  to 
John  Andrews;  and  Abigail,  married  to  Sandj 
Aiken. 

Aaron  Squires,  father  of  oar  subject’s  wife, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston,  April  7,  1814, 
and  was  a skilled  mason  all  his  life,  working  at 
various  places,  also  as  a contractor  putting  up 
many  large  buildings  in  different  localities.  So- 
cially, he  was  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M. 
Lodge  at  Bethel,  and  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance; 
while  all  his  life  he  was  closely  identified  with 
the  Methodist  Church.  He  married  Miss  Sally 
Bertram,  who  was  born  January  20,  1818,  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  W.  and  Lydia  (Platt)  Bertram, 
and  the  adopted  daughter  of  a Mr.  Hamilton. 
Their  children  were  ail  born  in  the  town  of  Red- 
ding, as  follows:  (l)  Charles  E.,  born  June  25, 
1835,  was  a mason  by  trade;  be  married  Amanda 
Crofut,  and  bad  children — Ella,  wife  of  George 
Lockwood,  and  Sadie,  wife  of  Frank  Wilmot. 
(2)  Mary  J.,  bom  October  12,  1837,  married  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  (3)  Joseph  M.,  born  in 
March,  1840,  was  a mason;  he  married  Theresa 
Walworth.  (4)  Benjamin  F.,  born  in  April, 
1844,  was  also  a mason;  he  was  twice  married, 
first  to  Densilla  Adams,  second  to  Jennie  Ed- 
wards, and  had  two  children  by  the  first  wife — 
Fannie  and  Lena.  Benjamin  served  in  the  Civil 
war,  in  Company  A,  5th  Conn.  V.  I.  (5)  Wal- 
lace, born  April  10,  1846,  died  young.  (6) 
Bessie  M.,  born  March  16,  1850,  married  David 
Cockrell,  a foundryman,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren— Eva,  wife  of  William  Vail;  and  Lois,  wife 
of  William  White. 


CiHARLES  H.  LYON,  a farmer  of  the  town 
) of  Wilton,  Conn.,  was  born  December  13. 
1833.  On  November  27,  1879,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Jennie  Wilson,  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Eliza  (Haynard)  Wilson,  of  Somers,  West- 
chester Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  which  place  she  was  born 
December  11,  1853.  By  this  marriage  there  is 
one  child — Louisabelle,  born  June  28,  1892. 

Hezekiah  Lyon,  the  first  American  ancestor  of 
our  subject,  came  from  Hessen-Cassel,  Germany, 
and  settled  in  the  north  of  Fairfield,  Conn., 
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which  afterward  became  the  parish  of  Weston 
(now  town  of  Weston).  His  descendant,  Heze- 
kiah Lyon,  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  Conn.,  and 
resided  there  during  his  life.  On  October  17, 
1760,  he  married  Rachel  Dikeman,  of  Weston, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children:  Hezekiah, 

Levi,  and  Rachel,  the  last  named  dying  in  child- 
hood. Of  these,  Hezekiah  was  baptized  July 
19.  176 5,  Rachel  on  March  20,  1768,  and  Levi 
on  July  2,  1769.  Hezekiah,  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen, entered  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  that  struggle;  he  died  in  1852. 

Levi  Lyon,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1769,  in  Fairfield,  Conn.  He  removed 
to  Wilton,  Conn.,  in  1807,  and  resided  there  till 
his  death.  On  January  11,  1788,  he  married 
Miss  Abigail  Squires,  of  Weston,  Conn.  He 
died  June  20,  1839,  his  wife,  January,  1855. 

Hezekiah  Lyon,  second  son  of  Levi  Lyon, 
and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Weston,  February  22,  1799,  removed 
to  Wilton,  Conn.,  in  1807,  and  resided  there  dur- 
ing life.  On  January  26,  1831,  he  married  Miss 
Emily  Baxter,  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Mary  Ann 
(Peck)  Baxter,  of  Somers,  Westchester  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  where  Mrs.  Lyon  was  born  January 
21,  1809.  Ezra  Baxter  was  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Hannah  (Barnum)  Baxter,  of  Danbury,  Conn. ; 
his  wife  was  a daughter  of  Enoch  and  Mary 
(Graves)  Peck,  of  Newtown,  Conn.  The  children 
born  to  Hezekiah  and  Emily  Lyon  were:  Charles 
H.,the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Louise  L. 
Hezekiah  Lyon  died  September  8,  1858,  his 
wife  on  June  1 8,  1893. 

Mrs.  Louise  L.  (Lyon)  Hoyt  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Wilton,  March  8,  1835.  She  mar- 
ried, October  21,  1868,  Edgar  Hoyt,  who  was 
born  in  New  York,  May  22,  1822,  a son  of  Philo 
and  Catherine  (Friedrichs)  Hoyt,  of  New  York. 
He  served  as  second  lieutenant  in  Company  B, 
17th  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  Civil 
war.  He  died  November  18,  1878;  he  and  his 
wife  had  one  child,  Leanora  Lyon,  born  Sep- 
tember, 1873,  and  died  May  3,  1876. 


MICHAEL  TOMNEY,  one  of  the  well-to-do 
respected  farmers  of  Greenwich  township, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  has  in  his  industrious  life 
shown  to  what  a position  a man  may,  by  earnest 
and  persistent  labor,  rise  in  this  country,  pro- 
vided he  has  determination  enough  to  keep  look- 
ing cheeriully  to  the  future  in  the  face  of  dis- 
couragements, and  the  strength  of  character 
needed  to  sustain  his  interest  in  the  battle  of 
life. 


Mr.  Tomney  was  born  October  10,  1831,  in 
County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  a son  of  Patrick  and 
Mary  (Hughes)  Tomney,  who  came  to  America 
in  their  later  years,  and  are  buried  in  Greenwich 
township,  where  they  died.  Michael  was  reared 
to  farming,  and  in  boyhood  was  given  but  limit- 
ed educational  opportunities,  for  although  hispar- 
ents  were  in  comfortable  circumstances  he  was 
expected  to  help,  and  an  education  was  not  in 
those  days  considered  as  important  as  it  is  at  the 
present  time.  However,  he  was  blessed  with 
a good  memory  and  possessed  considerable  nat- 
ural intelligence,  for  which  he  has  often  had 
cause  to  be  thankful.  When  a young  man  he 
made  up  his  mind  that  he  would  do  better  in  the 
United  States,  and  as  he  had  not  money  enough 
of  his  own  to  bring  him  here  his  father  helped 
him.  He  sailed  from  Liverpool  in  the  “ Star  of 
the  West,”  and  eighteen  days  later  sighted  Long 
Island,  landing  on  a Sunday  morning  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  had  an  acquaintance  living 
in  Canal  street.  For  a short  time  he  was  in 
Williamsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  then  returned  to  the 
city,  whence  he  finally  started  for  Greenwich, 
Conn.,  leaving  from  the  old  depot  at  Twenty- 
seventh  street.  Here  he  had  friends  also  named 
Tomney.  In  Greenwich  he  did  his  first  farm 
work  in  America,  in  the  employ  of  “Saddler" 
William  Mead  on  the  place  which  he  now  owns 
and  occupies,  and  he  continued  with  Mr.  Mead 
for  eight  months,  subsequently  working  for  dif- 
ferent farmers  in  the  township.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  rented  a house  and  garden  in  Green- 
wich, as  his  means  were  very  limited,  and  here 
he  and  his  wife  worked  and  saved  together  until 
they  had  enough  money  to  buy  property  of  their 
own.  His  first  purchase  was  a small  place  ffl 
the  district  known  as  Dublin,  in  Greenwich  town- 
ship, but  he  sold  that  eighteen  months  afterward, 
and  never  lived  there.  He  finally  moved  to  a 
tract  of  seventeen  acres  bought  from  the  estate 
of  William  Mead,  which  is  included  in  his  pres- 
ent farm,  and  on  which  he  erected  the  first  build- 
ing and  made  all  the  improvements.  Mr.  Tom- 
ney has  added  to  this  farm  from  time  to  time, 
and  now  owns  seventy-five  acres  of  fine  land, 
highly  improved,  all  of  the  buildings  on  which 
have  been  put  up  by  him. 

When  twenty-two  years  old  Mr.  Tomney 
was  married,  in  New  York  City,  to  Miss  Ellen 
Flannigan,  who  was  born  December  25. 1833. 
County  Clare,  Ireland,  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Nora  (Doyle)  Flannigan,  who  died  in  their  native 
country.  She  came  to  the  United  States  alone, 
embarking  at  Limerick  on  the  sailing  vesse 
“Minerva,”  which  was  almost  thirteen  weeks 
crossing  the  Atlantic,  and  after  her  arrival  began 
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domestic  work  for  $5  a month,  out  of  which 
meager  wages  she  saved  enough  in  twelve  months 
to  pay  her  sister’s  passage  to  America;  the  lat- 
ter is  now  deceased,  and  is  buried  in  Greenwich. 
Nine  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tomney,  namely:  Mary,  who  is  the  widow  of 

John  Callahan,  of  New  York  City;  Peter,  who 
died  leaving  three  children ; James,  a painter  of 
Greenwich;  Annie  (Mrs.  Patrick  O’Connor)  of 
Greens  Farms,  Conn.;  Katy  (Mrs.  Joseph 
Murphy),  of  New  York  City;  Nora  (Mrs.  David 
Fawcett),  of  Greenwich  township;  Sarah  (Mrs 
James  McGuire),  of  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. ; John,  a 
resident  of  Brooklyn ; and  Frank,  who  is  a farmer. 
The  children  have  all  been  given  good  advan- 
tages for  education,  and  have  been  brought  up  to 
e industrious  and  useful  men  and  women,  a 
credit  to  their  parents  and  respected  citizens  of 
the  communities  in  which  their  lots  have  been 
cast  Mr.  Tomney  has  an  enviable  reputation 
lor  honesty,  and  by  good  management  and  hard 
work  has  succeeded  in  acquiring  a comfortable 
Property,  which  it  is  hoped  he  will  be  permitted 
to  enjoy  for  many  years.  His  word  is  as  good 
as  his  bond,  and  he  is  just  in  all  his  dealings,  at 
the  same  time  expecting  others  to  observe  the 
ame  principles  in  their  dealings  with  him.  His 
T.has.foved  » valuable  helpmeet,  working 
SKle  by  side  with  him  in  the  years  when  they 
were  struggling  to  get  ahead,  and  now  that  they 
e in  prosperous  circumstances  she  has  her  full 

taken  t ^Cdlt  and  rCSpeCt  for  the  Part  she  has 
laicen  in  their  success. 

Mr.  Tomney  sympathizes  heartily  with  the 
Party  in  Poetics,  but  in  voting  he 
befP  « ^ buSt  T1*"  reSardiess  of  party  lines, 
he  5nn!;H  HCu  a fnend  of  a S°od  Republican  if 
hie  f aSlders  blm  m°st  deserving.  He  values 

Church  oa  etHC^h°hCS'.  being  members  of  the 
nurch  of  that  denomination  at  Greenwich. 


gERENO  H KING,  the  owner  of  the  Valley 

Deerfield  tv"?  dairy  in  what  is  known  as  ‘he 
Co  r ' n 18  ’ ’n,Fairfield  township,  Fairfield 

self  'moa  ’ *S  °ne  tbe  hard-working,  energetic 
S!de„dehmenK°futhis  locality-  a°d  during®  his 
amone  it*  ^ be  b jS  won  an  honorable  standing 
among  its  respected,  prosperous  citizens. 

families  a d5scfndant  °f  one  of  the  oldest 

this  countrv  hi  ?ng  and’  his  first  ancestor  in 
“Mavflowef  ,,hav'ng  crossecl  the  ocean  in  the 
Massachusetts  fnd  tbe  Kings  have  resided  in 
the  father  of  01  generat’ons-  Thomas  King, 
his  earlv  dl  °Ur  s“bJect.  was  a sea  captain  in 
y ys,  and  after  abandoning  the  water 


took  to  farming,  which  he  followed  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  married  Myra  Reed,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows- 
Thomas,  a painter,  who  died  in  Chelsea,  Mass. ; 
Almira  (Mrs.  Henry  Cushion,  of  Hingham,  Mass. ); 
Sarah  (Mrs.  Sereno  Howe,  of  Hingham);  George 
and  James  (twins),  both  of  whom  are  unmarried 
and  are  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old  homestead 
at  Hingham;  Abby  F.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Elijah  Cushion,  and  died  at  Hingham;  Malinda 
(Mrs.  William  Leavitt),  who  died  in  Hingham- 
and  Sereno  H.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  were  Bap- 
tists in  religious  connection.  He  was  a Repub- 
lican in  political  sentiment,  but  he  took  no  part 
in  politics  beyond  voting  regularly,  though  he 
was  deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  his  party. 
Physically  Mr.  King  was  a well-built  man.  He 
passed  away  in  1882;  his  wife  died  in  1880. 

Sereno  H.  King  was  born  August  5,  1849,  at 
Hingham,  Mass.,  where  he  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools.  He  remained  at  home 
until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  when  he  was 
nineteen  years  old,  after  which  he  located  in  the 
town  of  Hingham,  where  he  was  engaged  in  driv- 
ing the  express  which  ran  between  that  place  and 
Boston.  Later  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Hingham  Cordage  Company  as  night  watchman, 
and  for  five  years  and  eight  months  he  never 
missed  a night,  working  Sundays  and  all,  until 
with  other  members  of  his  family  he  was  taken 
ill  with  diphtheria;  two  of  his  little  daughters 
died  of  the  disease  at  this  time.  In  1878  Mr. 
King  removed  to  Milford,  Conn. , where  for  the 
three  years  following  he  had  charge  of  the  lands 
of  I.  A.  Lee,  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  going  to  Bridgeport,  where  he  found  em- 
ployment in  the  wire  works  of  R.  H.  Wolfe  & 
Co.,  having  charge  of  the  engine  room.  Two 
years  later  the  mills  were  removed  from  Bridge- 
port, and  after  a brief  employment  elsewhere 
Mr.  King  became  engineer  in  the  organ  shop  of 
Patterson  & Co.,  subsequently  working  as  night 
engineer  for  the  Bridgeport  Forge  Company, 
from  which  position  he  was  obliged  to  resign  after 
a time  on  account  of  his  health.  Following  this 
he  was  with  Thomas  Carroll  for  a brief  period, 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  artificial  rubber, 
and  in  February,  1888,  he  became  chief  engin- 
eer for  the  Yost  Manufacturing  Company,  with 
whom  he  continued  until  April  1,  1898,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  who  still  holds  the 
position. 

In  July,  1897,  Mr.  King  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent home,  Valley  farm,  which  was  then  known 
as  the  John  Burr  farm,  a-.d  consists  of  forty- 
seven  acres  of  valuable  land,  where  he  carries  on 
general  agriculture  and  dairying.  Mr.  King  has 
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always  been  a steady,  reliable,  determined 
•worker,  not  easily  discouraged,  and  he  acquired 
his  present  desirable  property  by  dint  of  economy 
and  good  management.  The  admirable  char- 
acteristics which  enabled  him  to  purchase  his 
farm  have  not  deserted  him  since  he  assumed 
ownership,  and  he  has  succeeded  in  a very  short 
time  in  building  up  a profitable  business,  espe- 
cially in  the  dairy  line,  which  under  his  able  man- 
agement bids  fair  to  grow  steadily  and  yield  him 
a most  comfortable  income.  Mr.  King  always 
earned  the  respect  and  enjoyed  the  fullest  confi- 
dence of  his  employers,  and  now  that  he  is  able 
to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account  the 
reputation  gained  in  his  years  of  employ  with 
others  has  been  sustained  in  all  his  dealings,  and 
he  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  come  in  con- 
tact with  him. 

Mr.  King  married  Miss  Lucy  F.  Lee,  who  is 
descended  from  an  old  family  of  English  extrac- 
tion, and  was  born  at  Wellfleet,  Mass.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Joseph  Lee,  whose  death  is  shrouded 
in  mystery,  all  trace  of  him  hhving  been  lost 
since  the  last  time  he  went  to  sea.  Seven  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union,  of  whom  Horace  S..  of 
Stamford,  this  county,  is  a mechanic  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Blickensderfer  Typewriter  Company; 
Fannie  and  Lillian  died  young;  George  is  chief 
engineer  for  the  Yost  Manufacturing  Company; 
Abby  is  the  wife  of  William  Nichols,  of  Deer- 
field; Clara  and  Sereno  L.  live  at  home.  Mr. 
King  >is  a Republican  in  political  faith.  Fra- 
ternally, he  was  at  onetime  an  active  member  of 
the  O.  U.  A.  M.,  in  whose  success  he  took  a 
deep  interest,  and  he  declined  many  offers  of 
high  position  in  that  society. 

In  1864  Mr.  King  enlisted  in  the  6th  Massa- 
chusetts Light  Artillery,  and  he  served  with  that 
body  until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was 
less  than  fifteen  years  old  at  the  time  he  entered 
the  service,  and  his  parents  supposed  he  was  at 
school  until  they  received  the  letter  announcing 
his  enlistment. 


IJ^LIAS  H.  SAMMIS  has  been  for  the  past 
IrfL  year  the  proprietor  of  what  was  formerly 
the  Whitlock  livery,  and  though  his  residence  in 
New  Canaan  has  been  but  a short  one,  he  has 
succeeded  in  establishing  himself  in  the  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow  citizens  and  business  men, 
and  made  most  encouraging  progress  along  the 
road  to  prosperity  in  his  particular  line.  He  is 
a native  of  New  Canaan,  born  May  27,  1849, 
and  is  a son  of  John  W.  and  Abigail  (Hawkshurst) 
Sammis. 

John  Wood  Samtnis  was  born  at  Huntington, 


Long  Island,  ' where  he  was  reared  to  manhood. 
He  learned  brickmaking,  and  here  engaged  in 
that  business  for  himself,  at  West  Neck,  Long 
Island,  finally  removing  to  Connecticut,  and  lo- 
cating at  New  Canaan,  where  he  began  farming. 
In  1859  he  settled  in  Ridgefield,  Fairfield  conn- 
ty,  where  he  purchased  a limekiln,  and  engaged 
in  burning  lime  for  several  years,  after  which  he 
resumed  farming.  Mr.  Sammis  was  married,  in 
Long  Island,  to  Abigail  Hawkshurst,  and  four 
sons  and  four  daughters  came  to  their  union, 
viz..:  James  H.,  who  lived  in  Ridgefield,  but 
died  in  March,  1899;  Joel,  a resident  of  Brook- 
lyn; J.  Floyd,  of  East  Norwalk;  Elias  Homer; 
Maria,  deceased;  Susan  M.,  who  died  in  August, 
1898;  Rhoda  Jane,  who  is  also  deceased;  and 
Dora,  who  makes  her  home  in  Norwalk. 

Elias  H.  Sammis  spent  the  first  ten  years  of 
his  life  in  New  Canaan,  where  he  acquired  his 
elementary  education,  in  1859  removing  with 
the  family  to  Ridgefield,  where  he  finished  his 
schooling  and  grew  to  manhood.  He  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  followed  same  in 
Ridgefield  until  December,  1 896,  when  he  came 
to  New  Canaan  and  purchased  the  Whitlock 
livery,  which  he  has  since  conducted.  To  this 
business  he  devotes  all  his  time,  giving  his  affairs 
that  careful  and  constant  attention  which  cannot 
fail  in  course  of  time  to  increase  his  trade  and 
place  him  among  the  prosperous  men  of  bis 
town.  His  genial,  obliging  disposition  wins 
friends  for  him  wherever  he  goes,  and  New 
Canaan  has  proved  no  exception  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Sammis  was  married  October  2,  1870, 
at  Ridgefield,  to  Elizabeth  Hoyt,  by  whom  be 
had  five  children:  Mary  Jane,  the  wife  of  George 
Patrick,  of  New  Canaan;  Lelia  (Mrs.  Robert 
Davis),  of  Ridgefield;  William  Henry;  and 
Arthur  and  Charles  A.,  of  New  Canaan.  For 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Sammis  wedded,  at  South 
Norwalk,  Conn.,  Miss  Jennie  B.  Saunders,  and 
to  this  union  have  also  come  five  children: 
Florence  Agnes,  Minot  Homer,  Wallace  Ralph, 
Emma  Elizabeth  and  Clifford  Edward.  The 
family  worship  at  the  M.  E.  Church.  Frater- 
nally, Mr.  Sammis  is  a member  of  the  Red  Men, 
belonging  to  the  lodge  of  New  Canaan;  also 
member  of  the  Golden  Cross,  American  Me- 
chanics and  Daughters  of  Liberty. 


S\IDNEY  EDWIN  HAWLEY.  In  our  repub- 
) lican  form  of  government  there  are  men  who 
naturally  and  easily  reach  positions  of  responsi- 
bility and  trust.  The  suffrages  of  the  people  ma) 
err  sometimes,  but  the  sensitive  ballots  of  an  in- 
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telligent  and  educated  race  point  instinctively  and 
almost  invariably  to  the  right  man  for  the  right 
place.  Hence  honored  is  he  who,  in  the  face  of 
odds,  wins  the  hearts  and  appreciation  of  a wide 
constituency,  and  conversely  happy  is  the  people 
that  has  chosen  wisely  its  public  officials. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  appears  in  the 
title  of  this  sketch  is  the  present  High  Sheriff  of 
Fairfield  county.  He  has  won  official  recogni- 
tion by  past  fidelities,  and  has  given  in  return  for 
the  trust  imposed  in  him  a record  of  efficient  and 
painstaking  service  that  should  permanently 
enthrone  him  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen. 

Mr.  Hawley  was  born  in  Brookfield,  Conn., 
November  29,  1844,  a son  of  Charles  and  Anna 
(Merwin)  Hawley.  Charles  Hawley  was  born  in 
Newtown  in  1804,  and  died  in  1888.  He  was  a 
son  of  Daniel  and  Johanna  (Seeley)  Hawley,  and 
grandson  of  William  Hawley.  His  wife,  Anna 
(Merwin),  was  born  in  Brookfield  in  1817,  and 
died  in  1892.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
Merwin.  Two  children  were  born  to  Charles 
and  Anna  Hawley:  Charles  Seeley,  and  Sidney 

E.  (subject  of  this  sketch.)  By  an  earlier  mar- 
riage the  father  also  had  two  children:  Wait 

Northrop  and  Hiram  Daniel. 

Sidney  E.  Hawley  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Brookfield  and  at  the  academy  con- 
ducted there  by  Rev.  H.  D.  Noble.  He  adopted 
the  vocation  of  his  father,  and  for  many  years 
lived  on  the  farm,  engaging  also  quite  largely  in 
tobacco  packing  during  the  winter  seasons.  His 
official  career,  beyond  the  confines  of  his  town, 
began  with  his  election  in  1 886  as  a Representative 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  Legislature. 
He  was  re-elected  in  1888,  and  was  the  first  Re- 
publican from  his  district  who  was  ever  re-elected, 
a token  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held.  In 
1889  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Collector  of  in- 
ternal revenue  for  the  Bridgeport  Division,  under 
John  I.  Hutchinson,  Collector  for  the  District  of 
Connecticut,  and  served  throughout  the  term  of 
four  years.  Nor  in  this  capacity  was  he  found 
wanting.  By  his  faithfulness  in  maintaining  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  in  the  matter  of  internal 
revenues  he  won  many  new  friends  among  the 
law-abiding  citizens  of  the  entire  county.  This 
growing  reputation  and  esteem  proved  a valuable 
acquisition,  when  in  1894  he  received  the  nomi- 
nation of  his  party  for  sheriff,  his  opponent  for 
the  nomination  having  been  Emory  F.  Strong, 
former  United  States  Marshal.  The  county  had 
up  to  this  time  for  many  years  been  Democratic, 
the  Democratic  sheriff  then  in  office  having  been 
elected  by  a majority  of  1,918.  The  nomination 
seemed  only  a complimentary  and  empty  honor. 


Mr.  Clarkson,  the  former  sheriff,  was  a candi- 
date for  re-election,  but  when  the  votes  were 
counted  Mr.  Hawley  led  by  a majority  of  2,118. 
He  assumed  the  duties  and  obligations  of  the 
office  June  1,  1895,  for  a term  of  four  years. 
Many  reforms  have  been  instituted  since  Mr. 
Hawley  became  sheriff.  With  his  accustomed 
energy,  and  under  the  convictions  of  honest  and 
fair  dealing,  which  has  characterized  both  his 
business  and  political  life,  he  immediately  set 
about  to  thoroughly  renovate  the  establishments. 
Sheriff  Hawley  has  charge  of  both  the  Danbury 
and  the  Bridgeport  jails.  Among  other  improve- 
ments he  instituted  a system  of  bathing,  change 
of  food  and  clothing  and  other  sanitary  arrange- 
ments, which  count  enormously  for  physical  and 
moral  conditions.  The  mortality  record  during 
his  administration  has  been  very  low.  The  State 
Board  of  Charities,  in  its  report  for  the  present 
year,  bestows  generous  words  of  praise  upon 
Sheriff  Hawley  for  the  efficient  reforms  he  has 
instituted.  Another  gratifying  side  of  his  work 
is  that  the  reformation  has  been  less  expensive  to 
the  county  than  the  old  system. 

In  the  fail  of  1898  the  high  esteem  and  ex- 
plicit confidence  of  the  Republican  party  in  Mr. 
Hawley  were  again  demonstrated  when  he  was 
unanimously  renominated  for  the  office  which  he 
had  so  acceptably  filled.  The  past  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  that  office  marked  him  as 
the  right  man  for  the  place.  The  same  impres- 
sion prevailed  among  the  thinking  people  of  the 
county.  The  Democratic  party  realized  the 
situation,  and  presented  a most  formidable  candi- 
date in  the  person  of  the  Hon.  Patrick  Coughlin, 
of  Bridgeport,  a former  mayor  of  that  city.  The 
result  of  the  election  was  a flattering  endorse- 
ment of  Sheriff  Hawley's  administration,  and  a 
warm  tribute  to  bis  ability  and  integrity.  His 
majority  over  Mr.  Coughlin  was  3,879,  nearly 
double  the  majority  he  received  in  1894.  His 
new  term  of  office  will  be  for  four  years,  and  be- 
gan June  1,  1899. 

Sheriff  Hawley  is  a member  of  various  fra- 
ternal and  social  organizations,  including  Pe- 
quonnock  Lodge  No.  4,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; St.  Peter 
Lodge,  of  New  Milford,  F.  & A.  M. ; Koncka- 
potanauh  Tribe  No.  30,  Imp.  O.  R.  M. ; Knights 
of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order;  the  Grange,  and 
others.  He  was  married  in  1871  to  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Roe,  daughter  of  Harvey  and.  Mary  (Black- 
man) Roe.  They  have  no  children.  Sheriff  and 
Mrs.  Hawley  are  both  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Brookfield.  He  is  at  present 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  trust  fund  of  that  Soci- 
ety. He  has  held  many  positions  of  honor  and 
responsibility,  has  frequently  been  requested  to 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


602 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


act  as  guardian  for  minor  children,  and  on  sev- 
eral occasions  he  has  administered  large  estates 
that  were  left  in  trust. 


S\AMUEL  CRISSEY,  who  from  early  man- 
) hood  has  been  engaged  in  the  butcher  busi- 
ness at  New  Canaan,  is  a native  of  that  town, 
born  September  14,  1848.  The  family  is  an  old 
one  in  New  Canaan,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  also 
named  Samuel  and  a farmer  by  occupation,  liv- 
ing in  Pomes  street,  in  that  town.  He  was  the 
father  of  six  children,  viz. : Samuel  S. ; Ebenezer, 
who  lives  in  New  Canaan,  below  the  M.  E.  church; 
Cyrus,  living  in  Pornes  street;  Erastus,  who  died 
in  early  manhood,  and  Emily  and  Polly,  both 
deceased. 

Samuel  Sherman  Crissey,  the  eldest  of  this 
family,  was  born  in  the  town  of  New  Canaan, 
and  there  attended  the  district  school.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  life  on  the  paternal  homestead, 
and  conducted  a one-hundred-acre  farm  which  he 
owned.  In  his  early  years  he  also  worked  at 
shoemaking  to  some  extent.  In  addition  to  car- 
ing for  his  farm  he  was  engaged  in  the  butcher 
business,  first  carrying  meat  around  throughout 
the  vicinity  and  finally  opening  a market  at  New 
Canaan,  on  the  present  site  of  Bates’  jewelry 
store.  He  carried  on  this  market  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  partnership  for  a time  with  Jones 
& Terrill,  and  later  with  Mr.  Terrill,  Mr.  Jones 
retiring.  He  was  a straightforward  business 
man,  thoroughly  upright  and  honest  in  all  his 
dealings,  and  was  a most  highly  respected  citizen 
of  New  Canaan.  He  married  Catherine  Eliza- 
beth Lockwood,  and  two  children — one  son  and 
one  daughter — were  born  to  them,  namely: 
Mary  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  L. 
Smith,  of  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  and  Samuel.  Mrs. 
Crissey  makes  her  home  with  her  son  in  New 
Canaan.  Mr.  Crissey  passed  away  in  1866  at 
the  age  of  fifty-two  years. 

Samuel  Crissey  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
New  Canaan.  In  his  childhood  he  attended  the 
district  schools  and  from  the  time  he  began  life 
in  earnest  he  has  worked  at  his  present  business. 
For  a couple  of  years  after  his  father’s  death  he 
was  engaged  in  farming,  and  then,  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  started  in  the  butcher  business  in  partner- 
ship with  Frank  J.  Smith,  peddling  meat  in  the 
town.  This  partnership  lasted  one  year,  after 
which  Mr.  Crissey  carried  on  the  business  alone 
for  three  years,  when  he  took  William  L.  Smith 
as  a partner.  On  March  1,  1876,  they  opened 
the  market  on  Main  street  now  conducted  by  our 
subject  and  C.  E.  Brinckerhoff,  who  became  a 
partner  in  September,  1890.  In  1878  Mr.  Crissey 


bought  out  Mr.  Smith’s  interest,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing three  years  had  for  a partner  William  E. 
Rich,  whom  he  also  bought  out.  He  conducted 
the  market  on  his  own  account  from  that  time 
until  he  formed  his  present  alliance  with  Mr. 
Brinckerhoff.  Mr.  Crissey  has  always  been 
guided  by  those  principles  of  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity which  characterized  his  father's  life  both 
in  business  and  private  matters,  principles  which 
could  not  fail  to  win  for  him  the  esteem  of  all 
with  whom,  he  has  come  in  contact. 

In  September,  1869,  Mr.  Crissey  was  married 
at  Pound  Ridge,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth 
Hitt,  daughter  of  Hiram  Hitt.  Seven  children 
have  come  to  bless  their  union,  namely:  Estelle 
(who  married  Bradford  Sarles,  and  has  one  child, 
Helen),  Clarence,  Bertha,  Lester,  Percy,  Mabel 
and  Ethel.  Mr.  Crissey  is  a Democrat  in 
political  sentiment,  and  has  been  a lifelong 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  that  party. 


BENJAMIN  F.  HOYT  has  been  connected 

with  the  clothing  firm  of  H.  B.  Rogers  & 

Co.  since  1 880,  and  during  that  time  has  made 
his  home  in  New  Canaan,  where  he  has  be- 
come well  and  favorably  known.  He  is  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  born  May  28,  1841,  in 
South  Norwalk,  and  is  a member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  New  England,  the  first  of 
whom,  John  Hoyt,  came  over  in  the  “May- 
flower.” 

Mr.  Hoyt  is  of  the  eighth  generation  from 
Simon  Hoyt,  who  was  named  as  being  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Dorchester,  Mass.,  and  in 
1635  removed  to  Scituate,  same  State,  then  in 
1639 to  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  from  there,  in  1649. 
to  Fairfield,  Conn.,  finally  taking  up  his  abode 
in  Stamford,  Conn.,  where  he  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  days,  dying  September  1,  1657.  He 
was  born  prior  to  the  year  1600.  From  the 
records  it  appears  that  he  was  among  the  first 
settlers  of  no  less  than  seven  different  towns  in 
New  England,  in  most  cases  being  the  first  white 
settler.  What  an  experience  of  pioneer  life! 
Scarcely  was  he  settled  in  one  place  before  he 
gave  up  his  home  with  the  comforts  which  are 
so  hardly  and  slowly  acquired  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  commenced  anew  the  work  of 
subduing  some  other  portion  of  the  wilderness. 
This  family  participated  in  all  the  hardships  un- 
dergone by  the  early  settlers  of  Charlestown  and 
Dorchester,  and  their  hardy  and  courageous 
spirit  is  shown  in  this  exercise  of  their  endur- 
ance, and  the  fact  that  at  Windsor,  at  leash 
they  lived  away  from  the  other  settlers. 

Walter  Hoyt,  son  of  Simon,  was  born  >n 
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1618,  and  was  a resident  of  Windsor,  Conn.,, 
in  1640.  He  removed  from  that  place,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Norwalk,  where  he 
served  as  deputy  in  the  general  court  from  1658 
to  1681.  He  was  made  sergeant  of  a company 
at  Norwalk  in  May,  1659,  and  was  selectman 
there  in  1672,  from  all  of  which  it  will  be  seen 
he  was  a prominent  citizen,  active  in  the  affairs 
of  the  community.  In  the  Norwalk  Patent,  he 
was  fifth  among  the  ten  proprietors  of  the  town- 
ship of  Norwalk  in  1686,  and  the  family  had 
owned  land  there  for  twenty  years  previous  to 
that  time.  Walter  Hoyt  died  in  1698. 

Zerubabel  Hoyt,  son  of  the  above,  was  born 
between  1650  and  1654.  He  married  Miss  Me- 
hitable  Keeler,  and  lived  at  Norwalk,  where  he 
died  between  the  years  1727  and  1738.  In  1717 
he  was  called  “deacon.  ’’  He  was  one  of  nine 
persons  appointed  by  the  general  court  to  pur- 
chase of  the  Indians  a certain  tract  of  land  lying 
about  fourteen  miles  north  of  the  northern  part 
of  the  town  of  Norwalk. 

Joseph  Hoyt,  son  of  Zerubabel,  was  born 
about  1676-78,  and  died  either  in  December, 
>730.  or  in  January,  1731.  He  lived  in  Norwalk, 
and  in  February,  1699,  land  was  granted  to  him 
situated  on  the  east  side  of  Five  Mile  river.  In 
1704  his  father  deeded  him  a house  and  lot,  and 
other  land  in  1710-21-25-26.  In  his  will  his 
wife  Sarah  and  seven  children  are  named. 

One  of  these,  Moses  Hoyt,  was  born  before 
1712,  and  married  Mary  Hayt.  He  lived  in 
Norwalk  and  New  Canaan  parish,  and  it  is  known 
that  land  was  laid  out  to  him  at  Canoe  Hill  in 
1737-  On  May  5,  1734,  he  is  mentioned  as 
owning  horse  cover  at  New  Canaan  church.  He 
died  in  1785. 

Josiah  Hoyt,  the  next  in  line  of  descent,  was 
born  May  17,  1736,  and  was  baptized  June  12, 
following.  He  married  Elizabeth  Tuttle  on  Jan- 
“ary  13.  1763,  and  they  lived  in  Middlesex  parish, 
Stamford,  now  Darien.  He  was  a soldier  in 
1758  at  Lake  George,  and  on  July  14,  1775,  en- 
hsted  in  the  4th  Company,  17th  Connecticut  Reg- 
iment, Col.  Charles  Webb,  receiving  his  discharge 
December  10,  same  year.  He  served  along  the 
Sound  and  in  Gen.  Sullivan’s  brigade  on  Winter 
Hul  at  the  left  of  the  besieging  line.  In  1776  he 
was  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Sergeant's  company, 
a]or  Backus’  light  horse  regiment;  marshal 
eptember  7,  1776;  ordered  to  New  York  same 
m°nth,  and  discharged  November  2,  1776. 

Josiah  Hoyt,  grandfather  of  Benjamin  F. 
°yt,  was  born  in  Norwalk,  June  12,  1773,  and 
, *d  December  1,  1818.  He  was  a hat  manu- 
acturer.  On  June  18,  1797,  he  wedded  Mary 
arren,  daughter  of  James  Warren,  of  Norwalk. 


Mr.  Hoyt  was  originally  a Baptist  in  religious 
connection,  but  changed  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

Charles  Hoyt,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
August  1,  1809,  in  the  Five  Mile  river  district, 
town  of  Norwalk,  and  is  still  living,  making  his 
home  at  Darien,  Conn.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  during  his  boyhood,  and  when  a young, 
man  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade  at  South 
Norwalk.  There  he  subsequently  built  a shop 
for  himself,  and  for  some  years  engaged  in  boot 
and  shoe  making,  later  buying  a farm  at  Darien- 
which  he  worked  for  a number  of  years.  After 
this  he  embarked  in  the  trucking  business  in 
New  York  City,  continuing  same  for  fifteen  years, 
and  about  1872  returned  to  Darien,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  was  married  in  that  town 
to  Hannah  Mather,  a direct  descendant  of  Cotton 
Mather.  Her  grandfather,  Moses  Mather,  was 
the  first  pastor  of  the  Darien  Congregational 
Church.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  served 
as  a minute-man.  Mr.'and  Mrs.  Charles  Hoyt  had' 
three  children:  Nancy  E.  (Mrs.  Daniel  Gleason); 
of  Darien;  Mary  L.,  deceased  wife  of  Henry  B. 
Rogers;  and  Benjamin  F.  The  mother  passed 
from  earth  in  September,  1894,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-four  years,  a lifelong  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Hoyt  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

During  the  boyhood  of  Benjamin  F.  Hoyt 
the  family  lived  in  New  York  City,  where  he  at- 
tended the  public  schools  and  the  College  of  the 
City  of  New  York.  For  fifteen  years  after  com- 
pleting his  education  he  held  a position  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  H.  B.  Claflin  & Co.,  of  New  York 
City,  and  in  1 880,  as  above  mentioned,  he  came 
to  New  Canaan  to  enter  the  employ  of  H.  B. 
Rogers  & Co.,  manufacturers  of  clothing.  He 
has  charge  of  the  office  branch  of  the  business, 
and  the  mere  fact  of  his  being  retained  for  such  a 
period  in  this  responsible  position  by  a business 
house  of  such  magnitude  is  sufficient  proof  of  his 
ability  and  fitness  for  same.  He  is  also  a di- 
rector of  the  New  Canaan  Savings  Bank.  Mr. 
Hoyt  was  married  in  New  York  City  December 
18,  1865,  to  Frances  L.  Case,  a native  of  South- 
old,  L.  I.,  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  Case,  and 
granddaughter  of  the  late  Col.  Benjamin  Case,  of 
the  warof  1812.  To  this  union  have  come  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Frank  Case  and  Andrew  Ralston, 

both  of  whom  are  brokers  on  the  stock  exchange 
in  New  York  City  (Andrew  married  Elma 
Teresa  Wells,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have 
one  child— Elma  Frances);  and  Agnes,  Bertha 
and  Charles  Mather,  all  three  of  whom  reside  in 
New  Canaan. 

When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  Mr.  Hoyt  re- 
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sponded  to  the  first  call  for  volunteers,  and  they 
were  in  command  of  the  navy  yard  for  three 
months,  also  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run.  He  belonged  to  the  New  York  City 
Militia,  and  is  at  present  a member  of  the  vet- 
erans of  the  71st  Regiment,  New  York  State 
Militia,  in  which  he  served  seven  years,  and  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the 
Sons  of  Temperance,  Mt.  Vernon  Division,  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  New 
Canaan  Club  and  the  Home  Market  Club,  a Re- 
publican organization.  Religiously,  Mr.  Hoyt  is 
a member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  New 
Canaan. 


MUFUS  B.  JENNINGS,  who  completed  his 
eighth  year  as  selectman  of  Fairfield  town- 
ship, Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative well-to-do  farmers  of  his  town,  and  he 
belongs  to  a family  whose  members  have  for 
generations  been  highly  respected  citizens  of  this 
part  of  Connecticut. 

Joshua  Jennings  was  the  first  ancestor  of 
whom  we  have  record,  and  from  him  was  descend- 
ed Daniel  Jennings,  Jr.,  who  was  the  great-great- 
grandfather  of  Rufus  B.  Jennings.  His  son  Ger- 
sham  was  married  in  1762  to  Rhoda  Sanford, 
daughter  of  Zachariah  Sanford,  and  their  son, 
also  named  Gersham,  was  born  at  Hoyden’s 
Hill.  The  latter  wedded  Esther  Nichols,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Nichols,  and  they  had  three  sons — 
Sanford,  Hill  (of  whom  all  trace  was  lost  after  he 
went  west),  and  Ephraim  (who  died  unmarried). 
The  Jennings  were  all  farmers  by  occupation. 

Sanford  Jennings,  father  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  these  lines,  was  born 
March  7,  1800,  in  what  was  then  Fairfield  town- 
ship, but  is  now  included  in  the  town  of  Easton. 
His  parents  dying  when  he  was  still  in  his 
“teens,”  a guardian  was  appointed  for  him,  but 
he  ran  away  and  enlisted  in  the  war  of  1812-15 
when  a mere  boy.  On  his  return  to  Fairfield  he 
was  apprenticed  to  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which 
he  learned  thoroughly,  though  after  his  marriage 
he  devoted  considerable  time  to  both  farming 
and  carpentering,  having  inherited  enough  from 
his  father  to  invest  in  land  of  his  own,  and  buy- 
ing from  David  Nichols  the  farm  on  which  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life — the  nucleus  of 
the  one  now  occupied  by  his  son  Rufus.  Phys- 
ically Mr.  Jennings  was  much  larger  than  the 
average  man.  He  died  in  1845,  while  crossing 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  his  return  home  from  Mex- 
ico, whither  he  had  gone  to  build  a mill  for  a Mr. 
Sanford,  and  where  he  contracted  the  fever 
which  caused  his  death;  he  was  buried  at  sea. 


Sanford  Jennings  married  Elizabeth  Davis,  who 
was  born  in  1 807  near  Greenfield  Hill,  and  was 
a granddaughter  of  Joshua  Davis,  a Revolution- 
ary soldier.  Three  children  blessed  this  union, 
viz. : Elizabeth,  who  is  the  widow  of  Charles 

Hopkins;  Sarah  M.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Jesse  Atherton,  and  died  in  Bridgeport; and  Rufus 
B.  Mrs.  Jennings  survived  her  husband  many 
years,  dying  in  1893  on  the  farm  where  she  made 
her  home  with  her  son,  and  her  remains  rest  in 
the  Oaklawn  cemetery.  Religiously,  she  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr. 
Jennings  was  a Jacksonian  Democrat  in  politics. 

Rufus  B.  Jennings  was  born  June  6,  1830,  in 
the  house  where  he  still  resides  in  Burr’s  Dis- 
trict, Fairfield  township,  and  he  received  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  local  schools,  among  his  early 
teachers  being  Horace  Nichols,  Aaron  B.  Sher- 
wood, Alban  Sherwood,  Nathan  Bulkeley,  Abram 
B.  Sherwood,  Samuel  Banks  and  Peter  Fair- 
weather.  He  has  lived  to  witness  marked  im- 
provement in  the  schools  and  methods  of  con- 
ducting them,  and  Fairfield  has  no  more  earnest 
supporter  of  education  and  kindred  interests  than 
Mr.  Jennings.  Continuing  his  studies,  either  at 
home  or  school,  he  was  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
prepared  to  take  up  the  teacher’s  profession,  and 
he  commenced  by  teaching  in  his  home  school  for 
ten  dollars  a month,  boarding  himself,  following 
this  calling  in  all  for  twenty  terms!  one  at  North 
Bridgeport.  He  finally  bought  out  his  sisters' 
interests  in  the  home  place,  and  took  up  fanning, 
which  he  has  since  continued  with  ever-increas- 
ing success,  enlarging  his  farm,  which  when  be 
took  possession  contained  but  twenty-six  acres, 
until  he  now  owns  one  hundred  acres  in  Fairfield 
township  and  forty-five  in  Easton — a fine  prop- 
erty, which  he  has  improved  and  put  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Jennings  derives 
a substantial  income  from  his  farm,  and  he  has 
gained  the  reputation  of  being  among  the  most 
progressive  agriculturists  in  this  section,  stand- 
ing high  in  the  ranks  of  the  intelligent,  thrifty 
citizens  of  his  community.  In  1862  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Rebecca  Bradley,  who  was  born  in 
Greenfield  Hill,  daughter  of  'William  H.  and 
Harriet  (Gould)  Bradley,  and  the  young  couple 
started  housekeeping  on  the  farm,  which  has  al- 
ways been  their  home.  They  have  eight  chil- 
dren: Harriet  .E.,  the  eldest,  was  a school 

teacher  previous  to  her  marriage  to  Mr.  A.  H. 
Pease,  of  Easton;  William  S.,  Frederick  R. , R- 
Bradley,  Mary  E.,  Helen  E.,  Amelia  B.  and  Re- 
becca D.  live  at  home,  Mary  and  Amelia  being 
engaged  in  teaching.  The  children  are  all  fol- 
lowing in  the  footsteps  of  their  worthy  parents, 
taking  their  places  as  industrious  and  useful  men 
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and  women,  and  the  entire  family  is  esteemed 
among  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. Mrs.  Jennings  is  a member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church. 

Mr.  Jennings  cast  his  first  vote  with  the  Whig 
party,  and  he  is  now  a stanch  Republican  and 
one  of  the  leaders  in  local  public  affairs.  He 
has  served  creditably  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
constable  and  assessor,  and  as  above  stated  has 
completed  his  eighth  year  as  selectman,  to  which 
office  he  was  first  elected  in  1889,  and  re-elected 
continuously,  with  the  exception  of  one  year, 
until  he  declined  further  preferment.  In  1898 
he  was  nominated  for  and  elected  representative 
to  the  State  Legislature.  No  man  in  the  township 
has  a better  claim  to  the  term  ••  public-spirited  ” 
than  he  has,  and  he  possesses  the  confidence  of 
his  fellowmen  to  an  unusual  degree. 


TOELSON  U.  LOCKWOOD,  who  at  this 
lflL  writing  owns  and  cultivates  a fine  farm  in 
Greenwich  township,  Fairfield  Co. , Conn.,  be- 
longs to  a family  old  and  well  known  in  that  vi- 
cinity, being  the  eldest  child  of  Henry  S.  and 
Sarah  E.  (White)  Lockwood.  He  was  born  Oc- 
tober 14,  1851,  at  Riverside. 

The  Lockwood  family  of  Fairfield  county, 
Conn.,  are  descended  from  Robert  Lockwood, 
who  came  to  America  from  England  in  1630, 
when  he  located  in  Watertown,  Mass.  In  1646 
he  moved  to  Fairfield  county,  and  there  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  1658. 

Our  subject  is  of  the  eighth  generation,  trac- 
ing his  lineage  from  Robert  (t),  through  Jona- 
than (2),  still  John  (3),  Jonathan  (4),  Frederick 
(5),  Uriah  (6)  and  Henry  S.  (7).  Frederick 
Lockwood  married  Deborah  Reynolds,  and  they 
reared  a large  family,  of  which  we  give  a brief 
record:  Seymour,  born  January  14,  1786,  moved 
to  Western  New  York.  Frederick,  Jr.,  born 
February  3.  1788,  died  in  Greenwich.  Fanny, 
born  April  13,  1790,  died  unmarried.  Ezekiel, 
born  June  5,  1893,  became  a ship  carpenter, 
working  first  in  Brooklyn  and  later  moving  to 
Cincinnati,  Ohio;  he  passed  his  last  years  in  re- 
tirement. Deborah,  born  July  31,  1795,  mar- 
ried Charles  Lockwood,  and  died  in  Riverside. 
Alfred,  born  August  14,  1797.  died  at  Riverside; 
he  married  a Miss  Whiting.  Sally,  born  Sep- 
tember 19,  1799,  married  John  Parsons,  and 
died  in  Stanwich.  Luke,  born  September  8, 
1801, died  in  New  York;  he  was  a cabinet  maker. 
Lot,  born  September  21,  1803,  died  in  Winsted, 
Conn. ; he  married  and  had  four  children.  Uriah, 
born  September  18,  1805,  was  the  grandfather 
of  Elbert  S.  Lockwood.  The  father  of  these 


children  died  February  18,  1808,  the  mother  sur- 
viving until  May,  1857. 

Henry  Smith  Lockwood,  the  eldest  son  of 
Uriah  Lockwood,  was  born  April  30.  1828,  at 
Riverside,  town  of  Greenwich,  Fairfield  county. 
Conn.  He  received  his  education  in  the  primi- 
tive district  schools  of  the  day,  attending  first  at 
Sound  Beach  and  later  at  Mianus,  becoming  a 
pupil  of  the  school  at  the  latter  place  the  first 
day  it  was  opened.  Mr.  Mead  was  the  first 
teacher  there.  Fortunately  he  learned  readily, 
but  even  so  his  schooling  was  limited,  for  from 
the  early  age  of  eight  years  he  found  more  op- 
portunity for  work  than  for  lessons.  His  father 
being  a farmer,  he  was  required  to  assist  in 
whatever  way  he  could  with  the  work  about  the 
home  and  place,  and  was  also  employed  from 
boyhood  in  his  father’s  boats.  He  continued  his 
studies  when  he  could  during  the  winter,  and  for 
part  of  two  winters  attended  the  Greenwich  Acad- 
emy when  Philander  Button  taught  that  insti- 
tution, but  when  only  eleven  years  of  age  he  was 
engaged  during  the  summer  as  cook  on  the 
“Griffen  Tompkins,"  a market-boat  running  be- 
tween New  York  and  Mianus,  in  which  his  fa- 
ther had  a half-interest  with  Sylvester  Newman. 
Some  years  later  the  father  sold  out  his  interest 
in  that  boat,  and  had  built  at  Nyack  the  vessel 
" Adaline,  ” of  which  he  was  sole  owner.  This 
he  also  sold,  and  bad  another  built  at  Nyack,  the 
sloop  "Empire,"  which  was  launched  in  1845; 
but  she  was  never  in  the  market  trade  while  in 
Mr.  Lockwood’s  possession.  The  next  boat  he 
owned  was  the  “James  K.  Polk,"  which  he  ran 
as  a freighter  on  the  Hudson  and  elsewhere  for 
three  years,  when  he  sold  her  and  bought  the 
sloop  “Gen.  Ward,"  running  her  as  a “transient 
boat,”  part  of  the  time- on  the  Hudson.  After 
that  he  hired  his  boat  to  others. 

Henry  Lockwood  worked  for  a time  in  the 
"Empire,”  and  with  the  exception  of  one  trip 
to  Albany  on  the  “James  K.  Polk,"  that  was  the 
last  boating  he  did  for  his  father.  When  nine- 
teen years  of  age  he  took  up  farming  at  home  on 
a small  scale,  and  in  1848  helped  to  drive  piles 
for  the  Terminus  railroad  bridge  at  Cos  Cob,  also 
working  on  the  bridge  itself.  He  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  when  he.  embarked  in  the  oyster 
business  on  his  own  account,  at  first  hiring  a ves- 
sel, and  later  becoming  the  owner  of  the  "Amer- 
ica," the  “Flora  Temple,”  the  “Sarah  E. 
Lockwood  " (which  he  had  built  at  Glenwich,  L. 
I.)  and  the  “Mina  A.,”  owning  the  two  last 
boats  at  the  same  time.  He  used  all  these  boats 
in  his  oyster  business,  in  which  he  continued  un- 
til his  sons,  Nelson  U.  and  Elbert  F.  (who  had 
been  in  partnership  with  him  for  years),  bought 
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-him  out,  and  he  has  since  lived  a retired  life, 
making  his  home  in  Cos  Cob.  Mr.  Lockwood  is 
best  known  along  the  Sound  as  Captain  Lock- 
wood,  and  he  has  an  extensive  acquaintance 
throughout  his  locality.  His  success  has  been 
well  merited,  for  although  he  has  acquired  abund- 
ant means  he  has  never  resorted  to  underhanded 
dealings  or  done  business  on  any  but  a solid  basis, 
and  his  reputation  for  integrity  and  honesty 
among  all  who  have  had  dealings  with  him  is  un- 
blemished. 

On  December  22,  1850,  Mr.  Lockwood  was 
'married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  White,  a native  of  New 
York  City,  born  February  10,  1828,  a daughter 

■ of  Jacob  and  Phoebe  (Reynolds)  White,  who  have 
four  children,  viz.:  Sarah  E.,  Emily  A.,  Abel 
R.  and  Jane  A.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lockwood  lo- 
cated at  Riverside  after  their  marriage,  and  later 

moving  to  Sound  Beach,  where  they  resided  sev- 
en years,  and  finally,  in  1863,  coming  to  their 
present  home  in  Cos  Cob.  They  have  had  three 
.sons:  Nelson  U.,  Elbert  F.  (who  is  engaged  in 
the  oyster  business),  and  William  H.,  born  Oc- 
tober 25,  1855,  who  lives  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  Lockwood  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
•Church.  The  Captain  is  a Democrat  in  political 
•faith.  He  is  well  preserved  and  hearty  at  ‘ ‘ three 
score  years  and  ten,”  has  a specially  good  mem- 
■ory,  and  is  in  full  possession  of  all  his  faculties 
except  his  eyesight,  which  is  somewhat  impaired. 

Mr.  Lockwood,  our  subject,  received  his 
•early  education  at  Mianus,  and  later  attended 
the  Sound  Beach  school.  When  his  parents  re- 
moved from  the  latter  place  to  Cos  Cob  he  re- 
mained with  his  grandfather,  Uriah  Lockwood, 
for  a couple  of  years,  during  which  time  he  was 

■ engaged  at  farm  work  when  not  at  school.  His 
literary  education  was  completed  at  Greenwich 
Academy,  where  he  was  a pupil  for  three  years 
under  Professor  Shepherd.  After  reaching  the 
age  of  fifteen  our  subject  worked  with  his  father 
in  the  oyster  business  for  three  years,  and  then 
for  a year  clerked  with  Charles  P.  Holmes,  who 
carried  on  a dry-good  business  in  Greenwich. 
Re-entering  his  father’s  employ,  in  the  oyster 
business,  he  continued  in  the  same  for  many 
years,  he  and  his  brother  Elbert  F.  forming  a 
partnership  with  their  father,  and  later  buying 
him  out  and  doing  business  under  the  firm  name 
• of  Lockwood  Bros.  In  the  fall  of  1885,  on  the 

advice  of  his  doctor,  our  subject  abandoned  that 
line,  selling  out  to  his  brother,  and  has  since 
given  his  attention  to  other  business  interests, 
although  he  still  owns  some  oyster  grounds  in 
Long  Island  Sound. 

Mr.  Lockwood,  on  his  retirement  from  the 
.oyster  trade,  purchased  what  is  known  as  the 


Nathaniel  Briggs  farm,  a sixty-seven-acre  tract 
lying  along  the  road  from  Bedford  to  Mianus. 
He  has  purchased  thirty-six  acres  more  adjoining,  • 
and  has  made  numerous  improvements  about  the 
place,  remodeling  the  buildings,  etc.,  and  by  the 
most  improved  modern  methods  of  agriculture  has 
brought  the  land  to  a high  state  of  cultivation. 
Everything  pertaining  to  his  farm  and  house  be- 
speaks the  intelligent  care  of  the  owner,  and  the 
property  is  one  which  any  man  might  be  proud 
to  possess.  Mr.  Lockwood  has  by  earnest  labor 
p laced  himself  in  the  comfortable  circumstances 
he  now  enjoys,  and,  better  than  financial  success, 
has  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  friends 
and  neighbors,  who  esteem  him  one  of  the  best 
and  most  reliable  citizens.  No  one  has  a better 
reputation  for  sterling  honesty  and  integrity  in  all 
dealings,  and  his  word  is  never  questioned  by  any 
who  know  him. 

In  June,  1875,  Mr.  Lockwood  was  married 
to  Miss  Adeline  Hopkins,  a native  of  Morris- 
town, N.  J.,  and  a daughter  of  Samuel  W.  and 
Sarah  L.  (Jessup)  Hopkins.  Two  daughters 
have  blessed  their  union : Grace  and  Sarah  M„ 

who  live  with  their  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lockwood  are  active  and  prominent  members  of 
the  Stanwich  Congregational  Church,  in  which 
he  serves  as  deacon  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Jr. 
O.  U.  A.  M.,  holding  membership  in  Council 
No.  86,  at  Banksville.  In  political  belief  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  in  voting  he  is  independent,  fol- 
lowing the  dictates  of  his  conscience. 

[Since  the  above  was  formulated,  Mr.  Lock- 
wood,  in  April,  1898,  moved  from  Stanwich  to 
Cos  Cob,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business.] 


BENNETT  S.  HAWLEY,  a successful  agri- 
culturist,  resides  upon  an  attractive  home- 
stead of  forty  acres,  about  three  miles  northeast 
of  Danbury,  and  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a 
century  has  tested  the  truth  of  the  praises  be- 
stowed upon  country  life  by  the  poets  and  philoso- 
phers of  all  time. 

Mr.  Hawley  was  born  January  3>  *^32'  |D 
Roxbury,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  a son  of  Onn 
and  Charlotte  (Weeks)  Hawley,  and  was  reared 
upon  a farm,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the 
district  schools  near  his  home.  At  eighteen  he 
began  to  learn  the  hatter’s  trade  at  Roxbury,  an® 
in  1852  he  removed  to  Danbury,  where  he  lo- 
lowed  the  same  occupation  for  a number  of  years. 

In  1865  he  made  his  home  upon  a farm  in  that 

locality,  although  he  still  continued  his  trade;  bu 
in  1871  he  removed  to  his  present  homestead,  an 
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has  since  given  bis  attention  exclusively  to  agri- 
cultural work.  He  is  an  excellent  citizen,  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  while  not  especially 
active  in  local  affairs,  he  is  in  favor  of  progress  in 
all  lines. 

On  November  15,  1857.  he  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Mallory,  who  was  born  at  the  present 
homestead.  She  was  a member  of  a well-known 
family,  and  her  grandfather,  Nathan  Mallory,  was 
a first  cousin  of  the  father  of  E.  A.  Mallory,  of 
Danbury.  Her  father,  John  L.  Mallory,  who 
was  born  in  Ridgefield,  married  Sarah  Morris,  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Danbury,  and  daughter  of 
Bethel  Morris,  a cloth  manufacturer.  After  his 
marriage  John  Mallory  located  upon  the  farm  now 
occupied  by  our  subject.  Mrs.  Hawley  was  the 
younger  of  two  children;  the  elder,  Lucy  J.,  mar- 
ried Daniel  P.  Barlow,  a hatter  of  Danbury.  Mrs. 
Hawley  passed  to  the  unseen  life  May  9.  1886, 
leaving  the  memory  of  a well-spent  life.  She  was 
a devout  member  of  the  Disciples  Church,  and 
her  character  was  an  illustration  of  her  faith. 
Three  sons  survive:  Charles  B. , a hatter  of 

Danbury,  married  (first)  Miss  Minnie  Leach  (de- 
ceased), and  (second)  Miss  Lavinia  McNabb; 
George  M.,  a hatter  by  trade,  married  Miss  Anna 
Stuckey,  of  Danbury;  William  M.,  who  is  not 
married,  is  at  home. 

The  Hawley  family  has  been  prominent  in 
this  locality  for  many  years,  several  of  its  mem- 
bers having  attained  distinction  in  political  life. 
As  a rule  the  majority  in  each  generation  have 
been  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
public  spirit,  sound  judgment  and  integrity  have 
been  the  family  characteristics.  Our  subject 
traces  his  descent  from  Joseph  Hawley,  who  was 
born  in  Derbyshire,  England,  in  1603  and  crossed 
the  ocean  in  1629,  landing  near  Boston,  Mass. 
He  afterward  settled  in  Connecticut,  and  his 
death  occurred  at  Stratford  in  1690.  He  had 
five  sons,  of  whom:  (1)  Ebenezer  and  (2)  Jos- 
eph left  no  children.  (3)  Samuel,  born  in  1652, 
had  seven  children.  (4)  Ephraim,  born  in  1659, 
had  four  sons.  (5)  Capt.  John  Hawley,  born  in 
1661,  had  six  children. 

Isaac  Hawley,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Roxbury,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and 
for  several  years  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits there,  but  later  he  removed  to  New  York 
State  to  spend  his  remaining  years.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Warner,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Warner, 
a successful  physician  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  and 
they  had  six  children:  Orin,  our  subject’s  father; 
David,  who  died  in  Danbury;  Stephen,  a farmer 
in  Roxbury;  Eliza,  who  married  Edmund  Garlic, 
a farmer  and  tailor  in  Roxbury;  Caroline,  who 
married  George  Dean;  and  Nancy,  who  married 


William  H.  Curtis,  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Mon- 
roe, this  county. 

Orin  Hawley,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a na- 
tive of  Roxbury,  and  resided  there  throughout 
his  life,  engaging  first  in  a general  mercantile 
business  and  later  in  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He 
was  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  was  not  espe- 
cially active  in  political  affairs.  He  married 
Miss  Charlotte  Weeks,  of  Bridgeport,  a lady  of 
English  descent,  who  died  in  1874,  and  he  sur- 
vived her  fifteen  years.  Of  their  thirteen  chil- 
dren three  died  in  infancy,  and  our  subject  is  the 
eldest  of  those  who  lived  to  adult  age.  Caroline, 
the  next  in  order  of  birth,  married  James  Zarr, 
a farmer  of  Bedford  Station,  and  died  some 
years  ago.  Eliza  married  Mr.  Gettis,  of  Bridge- 
port, and  both  are  now  deceased.  Helen  is  the 
wife  of  David  H.  Briggs,  of  Bridgeport.  David 
D.  is  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Danbury.  Daniel 
D. , a twin  of  David,  resides  in  Bridgeport.  Will- 
iam (deceased)  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
Henry  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business  at  Bridge- 
port. Charlotte  married  David  Wanzer,  a farmer 
of  New  Milford.  Isabel!  (deceased)  was  former- 
ly the  wife  of  Austin  Phelps,  of  Danbury. 


BRAM  HEATON.  Forty-one  years  of  con- 
tinuous service  in  a responsible  position  is, 
in  itself,  a sufficient  evidence  of  ability  and  per- 
sonal worth,  and  this  well-known  resident  of 
Bridgeport,  chief  engineer  and  expert  machinist 
in  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  factory,  has  won  dur- 
ing this  long  period  of  faithful  and  efficient  work 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  classes  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Heaton  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock,  be- 
ing descended  direct  from  James  Heaton,  born  in 
England  in  1633.  who  married  Sarah  Street,  and 
joined  the  New  Haven  Colony.  ’ He  was  one  of 
the  witnesses  of  the  Dixwell  Trust,  and  also  a 
Deputy  from  New  Haven  to  the  General  Court 
at  Hartford  in  1697,  1698  and  1699.  His  stone 
is  still  standing  in  the  Grove  Street  cemetery. 
From  him.  through  Seth  Heaton,  who  was  born 
in  1676  and  married  Hannah  Todd;  to  James 
Heaton  (2),  who  was  born  in  1722  and  married 
to  Sarah  Basset;  to  Abraham  Heaton,  bom  in 
1745,  at  North  Haven,  who  married  Mabel  Good- 
year Cooper,  and  removed  to  Litchfield  county. 

Levi  Heaton,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Litchfield  county,  and  passed  his 
life  there,  following  farming  as  an  occupation. 

Hon.  Levi  Heaton  (2),  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  in  Litchfield  county,  and  became  a 
farmer  near  Plymouth  village,  where  he  also  con- 
ducted a general  store  for  many  years.  He  was 
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prominent  in  public  affairs,  holding  many  local 
offices,  was  representative  in  1 847  and  1 848,  and 
in  1850  he  served  as  State  Senator  from  the  Six- 
teenth District.  His  wife,  Avis  (Catlin),  was  a 
native  of  Litchfield  county,  and  a granddaughter 
of  Lieut.  Levi  Catlin,  an  officer  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army,  also  a prisoner  in  the  Wallabout 
hulks.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  worthy 
couple  : Abram,  Amelia  and  Mary  E. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  9.  1834,  at 
Plymouth,  and  during  his  youth  he  learned  the 
machinist's  trade  there.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  went  to  sea,  but  after  a time  he  wearied  of  a 
sailor's  life,  and  for  several  years  was  employed 
at  the  Seth  Thomas  Clock  factories;  at  the  New 
Haven  Machine  shops  and  as  a locomotive  engin- 
eer. In  1857  he  removed  to  Bridgeport,  and  he 
has  ever  since  held  his  present  position  with  the 
Wheeler  & Wilson  Mfg.  Company.  Politically, 
he  is  a Republican,  but  he  has  not  taken  an  active 
share  in  partisan  work.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  F. 
Burritt,  daughter  of  Charles  T.  Burritt,  of  New- 
town, and  granddaughter  of  Joseph  Burritt,  a 
native  of  Stratford.  Mr.  Heaton  and  his  wife 
are  much  esteemed  socially,  and  he  is  a member 
of  the  Bridgeport  Scientific  Society,  and  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  having  been  for  years  an 
active  worker  in  most  of  the  local  Masonic  bodies, 
and  was  in  1880  grand  master  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Grand  Council. 


f FREDERICK  SWEET  OLMSTEAD.  Few 
_J  men  of  to-day  can  trace  their  lineage  farther 
back  than  can  this  well-known  resident  of  Dan- 
bury, whose  honorable  record  as  a soldier  and 
citizen  has  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  all  classes 
in  the  community. 

The  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  the  first 
of  the  line  of  whom  we  have  a definite  account 
was  Thomas  Olmstead,  who  was  born  in  England 
about  1525.  He  left  three  sons:  Thomas, 

James  and  Nicholas.  II.  James,  the  next  in 
the  line  of  descent,  was  born  between  15  50  and 
1555,  and  reared  a family  of  ten  children: 
Richard.  James,  Elizabeth,  Nicholas,  Mary, 
Mabel,  Elizabeth,  John,  Mary  and  Thomas.  III. 
Richard,  who  was  baptized  in  1579,  had  three 
children  : John,  Rebecca  and  Richard.  IV. 

Richard,  born  in  1607,  had  two  children  : James 
and  John.  V.  John,  born  1649,  had  nine  chil- 
dren : John.  Mary,  Jane,  Sarah,  Rebecca,  Dan- 
iel, Richard,  Eunice  and  Deborah.  VI.  Daniel 
had  eight  children  : Daniel,  Samuel,  Nathan, 

Ambrose,  Hannah,  Jonathan,  Elizabeth  and 
Ezekiel.  VII.  Daniel  had  three  children  : Sam- 
uel, James,  Ebenezer. 


VIII.  Ebenezer  Olmstead  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  army.  He  had  three  children, 
two,  Sweet  and  Ebenezer,  by  his  first  wife,  and 
one,  Nathan,  by  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Betsey 
(Sherwood)  Roberts,  widow  of  John  Roberts,  his 
former  comrade  in  arms,  who  died  of  starvation 
in  the  old  Sugar  House  Prison  at  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.  John  Roberts  enlisted  from  the  section  which 
is  now  known  as  the  town  of  Southeast,  Putnam 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  Capt. Joshua Barnum’s company, 
and  was  captured  by  the  British  at  the  battle  of 
White  Plains.  When,  after  the  evacuation  of 
New  York  City,  his  body  was  found  with  that  of 
other  prisoners  left  in  the  old  Sugar  house  to  die 
untended,  his  teeth  were  closed  upon  a brick 
which  he  had  evidently  gnawed  in  his  last  mo- 
ments of  agony.  IX.  Ebenezer  (2),  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  was  born  at  Ridgefield,  Fairfield 
county,  August  8,  1770,  and  died  in  1838  in  the 
town  of  Southeast,  Putnam  Co. , N.  Y.  He  mar- 
ried Betsey  Roberts,  daughter  of  his  stepmother 
by  her  first  husband,  so  that  our  subject  is  a di- 
rect descendant  of  two  patriots  of  Revolutionary 
times.  Five  children  were  born  of  this  union: 
Richard,  Almon  R..  Ebenezer  R.  and  Amzi  and 
Alvah  R.,  twins.  X.  Amzi  R.  Olmstead,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  July  18,  1 797- at 
the  old  home  in  the  town  of  Southeast,  and  his 
death  occurred  October  14,  1866,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years  and  two  months.  On  November 
6,  1834,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Hannah  (Elwell) 
Roberts,  widow  of  Rufus  Roberts.  She  was  a 
native  of  Patterson,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  born 
October  31,  1 796,  and  survived  him  but  a short 
time,  passing  away  July  7,  1867,  aged  seventy 
years,  eight  months  and  seven  days.  Of  their 
three  children,  our  subject  was  the  eldest.  (2) 
Fernando  C. , born  November  29,  1838,  married 
Christina  Burch,  who  died  April  18,  1878,  leaving 
two  children — Burton,  who  is  now  in  business  with 
his  father,  and  Henry,  who  is  a machinist.  (3) 
Catherine  A.,  born  September  9,  1843,  was  mar- 
ried October  6,  1882,  to  Rev.  William  B.  Haight, 
who  died  at  Ballston  Springs,  N.  Y.,  in  March  of 
the  following  year;  she  now  resides  in  the  town 
of  Pawling,  Putnam  Co.,  New  York. 

Frederick  S.  Olmstead  was  born  May  12. 
1836,  in  the  same  locality,  with  which  his  ances- 
tors had  been  so  long  identified.  He  attended 
in  early  boyhood  the  • • Little  Red  School  House 
near  De  Forests  Corners,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y-, 
but  at  the  age  of  thirteen  was  bound  out  for  six 
years  to  Nathaniel  Blauvelt,  a carpenter  and 
builder  at  New  Fairfield,  Conn.,  for  whom  be 
worked  three  years.  On  account  of  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Blauvelt,  his  remaining  time  was  sold 
to  Floyd  B.  Howes,  of  Southeast,  Putnam  Co- 
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N.  Y.,  and  on  completing  his  term  he  went  to 
New  York  City  to  find  employment  at  his  trade. 
After  a year  there  he  went  to  Bethel,  Conn.,  and 
remained  a year  when,  removing  to  the  town  of 
Patterson,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  he  began  business 
on  his  own  account.  In  1859  he  settled  at  New 
Fairfield,  in  this  county,  where  he  bought  prop- 
erty and  in  a short  time  established  a large  and 
lucrative  business. 

In  the  meantime  the  war  broke  out,  and  Mr. 
Olmstead,  with  a patriotism  worthy  of  his  an- 
cestry. enlisted,  September  11,  1862,  as  a private 
in  Company  K,  23d  Conn.  V.  I.  This  regiment 
was  recruited  in  New  Haven  and  Fairfield  coun- 
ties, during  August  and  September  of  that  year, 
and  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  Camp  Ter- 
ry, New  Haven,  November  14,  1862,  with  Col. 
Charles  E.  L.  Holmes,  Lieut. -Col.  Charles  W. 
Wordin  and  Major  David  H.  Miller  in  command. 
Previous  to  this  date  Mr.  Olmstead  had  been  ap- 
pointed corpora],  and  in  that  rank  he  continued 
to  serve  until  mustered  out  with  his  regiment, 
August  31,  1863.  They  left  the  State  November 
1 7,  1862,  and  joining  General  Banks'  forces  at 
Camp  Buckingham,  Long  Island,  were  sent 
to  the  South,  to  assist  in  the  operations  in  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf.  Companies  B.  C,  D, 
E,  F.  G,  and  K sailed  on  November  30.  from 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  on  the  steamer  “Che  Kiang," 
for  Ship  Island,  in  Mississippi  Sound,  and  from 
there  moved,  December  11,  to  New  Orleans, 
where  they  were  on  duty  at  Camp  Parapet  until 
January  11,  1863,  as  a part  of  T.  W.  Sherman’s 
independent  command.  They  were  then  incor- 
porated in  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division 
of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  and.  January  12, 
moved  to  Berwick  Bay  in  support  of  Weitzel’s 
Reserve.  They  held  Brashear  City  during  Weit- 
zel's  operations  on  the  Teche,  January  13- 14,  and 
were  afterward  on  duty  on  the  New  Orleans  and 
Opelousas  railroad  until  June  1.  Companies  A, 
H and  I had  sailed  from  New  York  Decem- 
ber 30,  1862,  on  the  ship  “ Planter,”  which  was 
wrecked  on  the  Bahama  Islands  January  14, 
1863.  These  members  arrived  at  New  Orleans 
March  4,  and  during  the  attack  on  the  hospital 
at  Berwick  January  I,  Companies  C,  G,  I and 
K protected  the  working  parties  while  the  sick  and 
government  property  were  removed. 

The  regiment  took  part  in  the  operations  in 
Louisiana  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  until  July 
13,  and  on  the  17th  a detachment  was  sent  to 
La  Fourche  Crossing  to  meet  Gen.  Dick  Taylor’s 
raiding  forces.  They  repulsed  the  attack  in  the 
engagements  of  June  20  and  21,  and  on  the  lat- 
ter date  had  another  skirmish  near  Brashear  City. 
On  June  22  Corporal  Olmstead  was  captured  at 
ae 


that  place,  but  was  paroled  June  25.  On  the 
23rd  a detachment  stationed  in  Brashear  City 
was  attacked,  and.  on  their  surrender,  were  held 
as  prisoners.  The  privates  were  all  paroled  July 
3,  but  the  officers  were  imprisoned  at  Tyler, 
Texas,  until  July  22,  1864.  In  the  action  on 
Bayou  Bluff,  La.,  June  24,  1863,  Companies  A, 
C and  H took  part,  and  later  all  the  regiment 
who  were  not  prisoners  were  on  duty  at  Metaire 
race  course,  Congo  square,  New  Orleans,  and  at 
Bonnet  Carre,  La.,  until  August  7,  when  they 
started  for  New  Haven,  Conn.,  arriving  August 
28,  and  three  days  afterward  all  were  relieved 
from  further  service. 

On  returning  to  New  Fairfield  Mr.  Olmstead 
resumed  his  business,  and  in  1870  he  trans- 
ferred it  to  Danbury,  where  he  has  ever 
since  continued,  his  office  being  located  at  Nos. 
19-21  Crosby  street.  To  mention  the  build- 
ings which  he  has  erected  in  Danbury  would 
be  to  make  a list  of  the  best  residences,  factories, 
churches  and  business  blocks  in  the  city;  among 
the  most  notable,  however,  are  the  new  Episco- 
pal church;  the  two  blocks  for  V.  E.  Hawley  on 
White  and  Main  streets;  the  David  Pierce  block; 
all  of  I.  W.  Ives’  White  street.  Main  street  and 
Keeler  street  buildings;  Belden  & Co.’s  machine 
shop;  the  Theodore  Clark  box  factory;  the  hat 
factories  of  D.  E.  Lowe,  Nichols  & Hine.  Green 
Bros,  and  I.  W.  Ives;  the  Armstrong  box  fac- 
tory. and  the  buildings  of  the  T.  C.  Williard 
Company  and  the  Rogers  Silver  Plate  Company. 

On  February  17,  1856,  Mr.  Olmstead  married 
Miss  Mary  Jane  Bouton,  who  was  born  July  23, 
1839,  in  North  Salem,  Westchester  Co..  N.  Y., 
a daughter  of  John  P.  and  Mary  E.  (Dickens) 
Bouton.  Six  children  blessed  this  union:  (1) 

Fernando  Cortez,  born  March  9,  1858,  in  the 
town  of  Patterson,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  is  now  a 
resident  of  Danbury.  He  was  married  November 
27,  1883.  to  Miss  Ida  Irene  Lane,  of  Richland 
Center.  Wis. . and  they  have  three  children 
— Pauline,  Winona  and  Jennie.  (2)  Minnie  B., 
born  July  13.  1864,  in  New  Fairfield,  was  mar- 
ried February  21,  1889,  to  Harry  B.  Burkhart, 
of  Chicago,  and  has  one  son.  Harold,  born  in 
Chicago,  April  20.  1894.  (3)  Wallace  G..  born 

May  27.  1868,  in  New  Fairfield,  is  now  the  edi- 
tor and  part  owner  of  the  Danbury  Dispatch. 
He  was  married  October  5,  1893,  to  Miss  Nellie 
Conklin,  of  Danbury.  (4)  Bertha,  born  March 
27,  1872.  in  Danbury,  died  April  12.  of  the  same 
year.  (5  and  6)  Frederick  S.,  Jr.,  and  Frank  A. 
(twins)  were  born  in  Danbury.  February  19, 
1875,  and  the  latter  died  on  August  31,  following. 
Frederick  S.  1!  now  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  Wallace,  and  is  business  manager  of  the 
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Dispatch.  The  family  is  prominent  socially. 
Mrs.  Olmstead  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
Our  subject  is  an  active  worker  in  various  fra- 
ternal and  social  orders,  belonging  to  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men,  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , the 
G.  A.  R.,  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  to  the  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity. in  which  he  has  passed  to  the  Egyptian 
Rite,  and  is  a member  of  Pyramid  Temple, 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  Bridgeport.  In 
February,  1898,  he  was  appointed  a member  of 
the  board  of  Estimate  and  Taxation  in  the  city 
of  Danbury,  for  a term  of  one  year,  and  Febru- 
ary 27,  1899,  his  services  were  so  much  appreci- 
ated that  he  was  re-appointed  for  a term  of  two 
years. 

In  politics  Mr.  Olmstead  is  a Democrat,  well 
known  in  his  locality  as  an  able  and  faithful 
worker  for  the  party,  his  influence  having  been 
potent  at  critical  times  in  turning  threatened  de- 
feat into  victory.  He  served  six  successive  years 
as  burgess  of  Danbury  borough,  to  which  incum- 
bency he  was  first  elected  in  1874;  for  three  years 
he  served  creditably  as  tax  assessor  of  Danbury; 
was  elected  a member  of  the  board  of  relief  for 
four  years,  and  was  a member  of  the  grand  jury 
for  three  years.  On  May  14,  1889,  he  was  hon- 
ored with  the  appointment  of  superintendent  of 
public  works  at  Danbury  on  the  recommendation 
of  both  Republicans  and  Democrats,  and  for  five 
years  he  served  in  that  position  with  marked 
ability  and  success. 


HfENRY  DAYTON.  It  has  been  no  uncom- 
mon  experience  in  the  lesser  municipalities 
of  this  country  for  a young  man,  eager  to  enter 
life’s  battle  amidst  wider  and  more  active  sur- 
rotundings.  to  leave  the  scenes  of  his  quiet  child- 
hood and  take  up  the  struggle  in  a great  city,  and 
later,  when  honor,  fame  and  wealth  have  at- 
tended his  honest  and  earnest  efforts,  to  be 
attracted  back  to  the  home  of  his  boyhood,  there 
to  enjoy  life  in  comparative  and  dignified  ease, 
and  to  contribute  from  the  wealth  of  his  larger 
experience  and  ripened  judgment  to  the  better- 
ment of  his  fellow  men.  Henry  Dayton  was  a 
farmer  boy  of  Greenwich  many  years  ago.  He 
is  now  one  of  its  most  eminent  citizens.  Be- 
tween these  two  periods  is  an  interval  of  time 
spent  by  him  in  a successful  career  in  New  York 
City. 

Mr.  Dayton  was  born  in  Greenwich  Septem- 
ber JO,  1834,  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Brush) 
Dayton,  and  was  reared  on  his  .father’s  farm  in 
Stanwich,  becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
duties  of  a farmer  boy  a half-century  ago.  Polly 


Lounsbury  was  one  of  his  teachers,  and  one  who 
occupied  a prominent  place  in  his  esteem.  He 
learned  to  write  with  quill  pens,  many  of 
which  he  made,  and  the  old  school  house  that 
he  attended  stood  near  the  upper  end  of  the  upper 
reservoir  in  Stanwich,  and  the  viaduct  now 
passes  over  the  old  play  grounds. 

He  shared  in  the  primitive  customs  of  hisearly 
years;  when  a child,  before  the  days  of  friction 
matches,  he  often  went  to  a neighbor’s  house  to 
borrow  fire.  In  February,  1848,  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  Mr.  Dayton  left  the  old  home- 
stead and  went  to  New  York  City,  where  a cou- 
sin named  Dayton  was  in  the  grain  and  feed  busi- 
ness on  West  Houston  street  (then  Hammersley 
street),  and  there  he  began  as  general  utility  boy, 
doing  such  work  as  he  could.  After  serving  sev- 
eral years  there,  he  became  associated  with 
Wells  & Christy,  wholesale  merchants,  and  later 
he  entered  the  employ  of  J.  & S.  French,  whole- 
sale dealers  in  boots,  shoes,  etc.  While  in  the 
employ  of  each  of  the  last  two  named  firms  he 
spent  much  time  on  the  road  as  a salesman,  trav- 
eling from  New  England  to  the  Rockies,  and  vis- 
iting the  principal  cities  of  the  country.  Over 
thirty  years  ago'  he  became  associated  with  the 
Broadway  Fire  Insurance  Company  as  an  inspect- 
or and  surveyor,  and  after  some  years  of  service 
in  that  capacity  he  became  connected  with  the 
American  Fire  Insurance  Compapy,  his  brother 
George  succeeding  him  in  the  Broadway  Insur- 
ance Company.  Mr.  Dayton  was  with  the 

American  Fire  Insurance  Company  a number  of 

years,  becoming  the  general  agent,  and  later  sec- 
retary of  the  company.  Recently  he  took  up  the 
insurance  business  on  his  own  account,  which  be 
now  follows,  with  an  office  in  New  York,  and  bis 
residence  at  Belle  Haven.  • 

Mr.  Dayton  was  married,  at  Newark,  N.  J., 
to  Miss  Lizzie  J.  Davies,  a native  of  New  York 
City,  the  daughter  of  J.  L and  Ann  (Rogan) 
Davies.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dayton  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Charles  H.  and  Edith  E.,  both 
at  home;  the  son  is  a promising  young  man,  and 
is  now  completing  his  preparatory  course  for  en- 
trance to  Amherst  College.  Edith  is  attending 
the  Greenwich  high  school. 

Mr.  Dayton  cast  his  first  vote  for  President, 
for  J.  C.  Fremont,  and  has  since  been  a most 
loyal  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  While 
not  a politician  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term, 
he  has  for  many  years  been  an  earnest  worker 
for  party  success.  He  was  at  one  time  vice- 
president  of  the  Ninth  Ward  Republican  Club  of 
New  York  City.  In  1873  he  was  appointed 
school  trustee  in  the  Ninth  ward,  and  while  serv- 
ing in  this  capacity  he  took  great  interest  in  the 
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public  schools  and  their  betterment.  When  he 

cZZt -?ecem^  >883.  contemplating  a 
change  of  residence,  his  associates  presented  him 
with  a testimonial  in  evidence  of  the  high  esteem 
m which  they  held  him.  and  the  valuable  se  vi« 
he  had  rendered  as  a trustee.  Mr.  Dayton  and 
his  brother  George  H.,  about  this  time  pur 
chased  land  on  Field  Point,  Greenwich,  where 
their  elegant  homes  now  stand.  They  were  the 
pioneers  (in  the  way  of  building  fine  homes)  in 
that  beautiful  residence  section  on  Field  Point 
as  there  were  but  eight  houses  on  the  Point  when 
theirs  were  started,  and  the  construction  of  These 
houses  was  the  introduction  of  a modern  styfc 

lk1£X'.»  h'h“7e  to  Grem- 
s »d  j b„  jz  f» 

constnicdTnof  tIheiM>er  °f  the  committee  on  the 
Greenwich  HU  ”avemey^  school  building  at 

trSnNew York °w1theTTCe  Scho°' 

has  alwavs  tab.  *’  ! . the  keen  interest  be 

the  needs*  and*  th/a?  unusuaI  insight  into 
and  the  hiVh  n . adyantages  of  good  schools, 

wich  schooWf«P  °n  occuP'ed  by  ^e  Green- 
State)  U to  (‘orem°s‘  its  dass  « ‘he 

ficiencv  of  ,hne  f 6Xtent  the  resuIt  of  ‘be  ef- 
dSon  of  i Wh°  ^aage  it-  and  ‘he  intro- 
,1,.  Q/.i»  i m ern  methods  and  progressive  ideas 
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ami  T j memoer  ot  the  M 

her  the  Iridlif  h Ci?ty  of  New  Yorki  a mem- 

Belle  Haven  Cal  ^1  YaCh‘  CIub  and  of  ‘he 

orary  member  o ' t°h  AsJ°?tation-  He  is  an  hon- 
In  his  relieionc  .sr  6 .Yo  unteer  Fire  Company, 
gregational  Church'31!?”8  he  beIongs  t0  the  Con' 

mg§comm  tee  CWhn  • "V*?  °f  itS  stand- 

he  was  for  twentv  J ,1Vmg  New  York  Ci‘y 
Sabbath-school  y ■ suPenntendent  of  the 
Church,  when  a ^ SlnCe  unitin&  with  the 
tinually  been  jman,.be  bas  almost  con- 

ests, and  alwava  ”l!®ed  ,officially  with  its  inter- 
ne is  at  present  C 'u*  10  Sabbath-school  work. 

Cor>gregaK^  V6KKhlr  °f  the  Bible  Class  in  ‘be 
SgD?vt3i!abbathL-sch°o1  °f  Greenwich, 
history  of  gL.  amdy  have  been  eminent  in  the 
who  in  the^TvonT^Tt  an,d  the  brothers, 
business  in  New  Y V,Ilage  t0  engage  in 

The  rudiments  , ? C,ty'  Henry  was  the  first, 
‘he  common  «rh  b|S  education  were  gained  in 
been  chiefly  t„  !l,00  i °f  Greenwich,  but  it  has 
has  made  in  hi.  uC  e observations  which  he 
Mr.  Da^0Tis ,8rfbrKfd  a?d  extensive  ‘ravels  that 
yton  is  indebted  for  the  education,  prac- 


Ihe  ,r  h Ugh  be  m lts  na,ure*  which  impresses 
the  frien,!  or  stranger  who  meets  him  in  social  or 
busmess  relations.  He  has  also  imbibed  freely 

st  e„,  nTnin5i  b°0kSl  and  has  ever  been  a 
student  of  good  literature.  He  impresses  the  ob- 

8 ™er  M a ‘borough  gentleman,  refined  and  cult- 
ured, and  the  observation  deepens  as  acquaint- 
ance  grows.  Skilled  in  the  details  and  master 
of  the  principles  of  an  important  modern  voca- 
tion honored  and  highly  respected  as  a citizen 
ot  Greenwich,  generous  in  his  contributions  of 
time  and  means  to  measures  that  up-lift  his  fel- 
low men.  Mr.  Dayton  in  his  highly  successfnl 
career  typifies  the  potentialities  of  American 
character  and  American  manhood. 


JOSEPH  H.  KNAPP,  a prominent  mason 
builder  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  county,  has 
long  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  en- 
terprising and  public-spirited  citizens  of  this  pro- 
gressive place.  He  is  a native  of  the  town  of 
Stamford,  bom  June  9,  1851,  on  Strawberry 
Hill,  where  his  father,  William  Henry  Knapp, 
carried  on  farming.  His  grandparents,  Jacob 
and  Mary  (Smith)  Knapp,  were  residents  of 
Stillwater,  Stamford  township. 

William  Henry  Knapp  was  born  in  1806  at 
Stillwater,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life  on  the 
home  place.  During  his  boyhood  he  attended 
the  Roxbury  school.  On  December  23,  1827, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Delia  A.  Bell,’ 
who  was  bora  October  17,  1809,  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Hannah  (Tryon)  Bell,  who  was  of 
English  descent.  Hannah  Tryon  was  of  the 
family  of  General  Tryon,  the  English  general  of 
Revolutionary  fame.  The  Bell  family  were 
among  the  earlier  settlers  of  Stamford.  Eight 
children  were  bora  to  William  H.  and  Delia  A. 
Kndpp,  a brief  record  of  whom  is  as  follows: 
Charles  W.,  born  January  13,  1829,  married 
Mary  E.  Kee,  and  lives  in  Stamford.  Sarah  E„ 
born  August  25,  1831,  was  married  November^’ 
1850,  to  Smith  Broadway.  Harriet  J.,  born 
October  3,  1833,  was  married  December  22. 
1852,  to  Ira  Seymour,  who  died  January  28, 
1858;  on  August  31,  i860,  she  married,  for  her 
second  husband,  Charles  H.  Conley.  John  H., 
born  June  14,  1835,  died  January  2,  1851.  Bet- 
sey A.,  born  June  1,  1838,  was  married  August 
5,  1863,  to  Francis  C.  Lockwood.  Charlotte  F. , 
born  February  io,  1840,  died  September  29, 
1841.  Ellen  M..  born  May  6,  1847,  was  mar- 
ried October  17,  1866,  to  James  H.  Brandt. 
Joseph  H.  was  born  June  9,  1851.  The  father 
of  this  family  passed  away  October  30,  1 866.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  learned  the  shoemaker's 
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trade,  after  which  he  returned  to  farm  life, 
which  he  followed  a number  of  years.  Leaving 
farming,  he  entered  the  cattle  business,  and  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years  of  his  life  was  a building 
contractor.  The  Knapps  are  of  German  descent, 
their  ancestors  coming  to  this  country  from  Saxe- 
Coburg  in  the  seventeenth  century.  They  are 
also  patriots,  having  taken  active  part  in  all  of 
the  different  wars  from  the  Revolutionary  down. 
Mr.  Knapp  was  originally  a Whig  in  political 
sentiment,  later  a Republican.  Fraternally,  he 
is  a member  of  Rippowam  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Joseph  H.  Knapp  passed  his  boyhood  in  the 
town  of  Stamford,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  and  the  private  school  kept  by  George 
B.  Glendenning.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
began  to  learn  the  trade  of  mason  builder  with 
bis  brother,  Charles  W..  under  whom  he  served 
a regular  three-years’  apprenticeship,  after  which 
he  worked  ten  years  as  a journeyman  in  order 
to  become  thoroughly  familiar  with  all  the  de- 
tails of  the  business.  In  1 88 1 he  commenced 
taking  contracts  on  his  own  account,  and  he  has 
been  thus  engaged  ever  since,  at  the  present  time 
doing  an  extensive  business  in  Stamford  and 
vicinity.  Mr.  Knapp  has  always  borne  an  un- 
tarnished reputation  for  integrity  and  fairness  in 
all  his  dealings,  and  his  contracts  are  always 
filled  in  a reliable  and  workmanlike  manner  which 
never  fails  to  give  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Knapp's  business  affairs  have  absorbed  a 
great  deal  of  his  time  and  attention,  but  he  has 
nevertheless  found  opportunity  to  serve  his  city 
in  various  capacities,  and  has  been  honored  with 
election  to  different  offices  by  his  fellow  citizens, 
all  of  which  be  has  filled  with  credit  to  himself, 
displaying  his  ability  and  thorough  fitness  for 
public  service.  He  was  a member  of  the  first 
common  council  of  the  city  of  Stamford,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  health  and  sewage; 
has  been  town  assessor;  was  a member  of  the 
police  committee  in  the  city,  and  is  at  present  a 
member  of  the  town  board  of  relief.  For  seven 
years  (from  1871  to  1878)  he  was  a member  of 
Company  C,  4th  Regiment  Connecticut  National 
Guard,  and  for  seventeen  years  he  played  in  the 
Stamford  band,  of  which  he  served  as  president 
and  secretary.  Mr.  Knapp  has  been  no  less  act- 
ive in  fraternal  matters,  being  a member  of 
Union  Lodge  No.  5,  F.  & A.  M.  (which  he 
joined  in  July,  1877).  Rittenhouse  Chapter  No. 
w,  R.  A.  M.,  Washington  Council  No.  6;  Puri- 
tan Lodge  No.  43.  I-  O.  O.  F. ; the  O.  U.  A.  M. ; 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  anti  the  New  England  Order 
of  Protection.  In  Union  Lodge  he  held  all  the 
offices  up  to  master,-  in  which  office  he  served 
three  times;  was  high  priest  of  Rittenhouse 


Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ; was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  Puritan  Lodge;  has  been  deputy  of  bis 
district  in  the  O.  U.  A.  M.,  and  of  the  N.  E.  0. 
P.,  was  formerly  an  officer  of  the  Order  Ger- 
mania and  Stamford  Germania  Lodge,  Order  of 
the  World,  and  is  also  on  associate  member  of 
Minor  Post,  G.  A.  R.  Mr.  Knapp  is  popular 
wherever  he  is  known,  and  he  has  hosts  of  friends 
in  Stamford,  where  he  is  highly  esteemed.  He 
is  a pleasing  and  ready  speaker,  his  services  be- 
ing in  great  demand  at  fraternal  gatherings.  He 
also  takes  an  active  part  in  politics  (being  a Re- 
publican), and  during  political  contests  his  voice 
is  frequently  heard  in  support  of  his  party’s  prin- 
ciples. 

On  November  1,  1883,  Mr.  Knapp  was  mar- 
ried to  Emma  Jessup,  daughter  of  Paris  R.  Jes- 
sup, formerly  of  Greenwich,  this  county,  and 
they  have  had  three  children,  born  as  follows: 
Mabel  I.,  March  5,  1885;  Paris  R.  J.,  March  10, 
1887;  and  Ralph  E.,  December  17,  1893. 


Francis  c.  Raymond,  who  for  over  a half 
_ century  has  farmed  the  tract . of  land  at 
New  Canaan,  most,  of  it  purchased  from  his 
father,  is  of  the  eighth  generation  of  this  branch 
of  tfie  Raymond  family  in  America,  where,  as 
will  be  seen,  they  were  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers. We  here  present  the  record  of  his  an- 
cestors, on  this  side  of  the  water: 

, I.  Richard  Raymond,  from  whom  our  subject 
is  descended  in  direct  line,  lived  at  Salem,  Mass., 
during  its  early  days.  He  was  a mariner,  and 
master  of  a craft  of  thirty-tons  burden,  the 
“ Hopewell,”  in  which  he  made  voyages  to  Bar- 
badoes,  in  the  West  Indies.  On  October  20, 
1662,  he  bought  a house  and  land  at  Norwalk, 
Conn.,  whither  he  soon  removed,  from  that  port 
engaging  in  a coast  trade  with  Dutch  and  Eng- 
lish settlers  on  Manhattan  Island.  In  1664  he 
settled  in  Saybrook,  where  he  died  in  1692  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety  years.  He  and  his 
wife  Judith  were  members  of  the  First  Church 
at  Salem  before  1636.  Their  family  consisted 
of  eight  children:  John,  Bathsheba,  Joshua, 

Lemuel,  Hannah,  Samuel,  Richard  and  Daniel. 

II.  John  Raymond  was  born  before  if>37- 
On  December  10,  1664,  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  he 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Betts,  and 
they  had  three  children:  John,  Samuel  and 

Thomas. 

III.  John  Raymond,  born  September,  t665> 
at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  died  April  12,  1737-  "e 
was  a prominent  man  there  in  his  day,  and  his 
name  is- closely  linked  with  the  early  history  oi 
the  town.  He  was  captain  of  the  training  band, 
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an  important  institution  at  that  period.  By  oc- 
cupation he  was  a land  surveyor.  On  March  7 
1690,  he  Wedded  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Samuel 
St.  John,  and  ten  children  were  born  to  them 
namely:  John,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Hannah,  Lem 
uel,  Jabez,  Asael,  Elijah,  Sarah  and  Zuriel. 

IV.  Lemuel  Raymond  was  born  January  7 
i7°2;  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  in  1730  married 
Sarah  Squire,  who  was  a member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  New  Canaan,  Fairfield 
Co.,  Conn  from  1752  to  1773-  They  became 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  namely:  Luke 

wJTfi'i  e£Ueu’  J°hn’  Hannah-  Elizabeth, 
barab,  Ellen,  Ruth  and  Helen. 

V.  Luke  Raymond  was  born  in  1731  in 
Canaan  Parish,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  on 

hlY/f  ,7f5’  ™a.rned  Lydia  Betts-  by  whom  he 

had  a family  of  eleven  children:  Elinor,  Nathan- 

^ iS<lU,re'  Esther>  Az0r’  Nathan, 
Nancy,  Ellen,  Luke  and  Sarah. 

ric  S<Iuire  Raymond,  grandfather  of  Fran- 
cis u.  Kaymond,  was  bom  in  1783,  and  made 

trade0”*'?  ^ Canaan>  where  he  Showed  his 
S?et’v  ana  . carP?nter-  He  married  Sarah 
Seeley,  and  ten  children  were  born  to  them,  as 

SrprioHr’  Edso,n- E,bert  <wh° 

in  jgtoi  c’  Jane  (born  in  ,8,3.  died 

Mra  H’  S“mUr  ^ ,July  28'  l8'6)-  Sarah 
SSJ*?*  .Clock),  Lorette  (Mrs.  Elijah 

aHnd  iL  ,rett,e  (MrS'  Wilkie  Batterson). 
tiwc  f manda  (Mrs-  Jesse  Smith).  The  father  of 

! jirjL"  S“'"b»  -a.  w.  ,h« 

conal  r’hn  3k  Was  a mernber  of  the  Epis- 

h'e*,e  sop- 

a i sc  sn 

districthschnn|ed  K,S  entire  lifc-  He  attended  the 
/ath  '^ffb  ^ !“  hls  youth-  and  in  early  life  his 
he  followed  n"?  *!}e  carPenter's  trade,  which 
it  to  take  i n ? * ^pn  ’ i842>  when  he  abandoned 
on  the  fa  "Pn  ,ng‘  ,He  purchased  and  settled 
Francis  C a°„H  °/ned  fd  0perated  by  his  son. 

lone  life  \ ’ and . devoted  the  remainder  of  his 
away  DeCemH?rlCUitUrai  P“tsuits.  He  passed 
years  eiehi  1 J.6'  l8y1,  a8ed  seventy-two 
W srn/hS  a"d  "ine  dsys;  He  was 
who  was  born  ord’ . Conn. , to  Eliza  Seeley, 
blessed  the;  ^Une  2I’  ’799,  and  three  children 
ceS  namely-  Harriet  E..  de- 

Cornelius  and  FWl  la™.  Dauchy;  and  Francis 
ter  of  whom  ; furanCe,s  Cornelia  (twins),  the  lat- 

of  Meriden  I],  MW  Op°f  SylveSter  Keeler- 

of  the  EnkrrJli  Jm.”'  ^aymond  was  a member 

«-«£? °Ccb!sh-  *t- M"  ^ 

• Francis  C.  Raymond  was  born  Octo- 


ber 13,  1823,  m the  town  of  Darien.  Fairfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  was  reared  in  New  Canaan, 
where  he  received  his  ^6i^.:ofK'HSiii)fje^ced 
to  learn  the  trade  QL.cariJdg^'trirt^  qirf-h'e 
never  finished  hiSj  Jgidilj*cj6 

early  life  that  farming  was  to  be  his  chosen  calL 
mg.  He  has  always  lived  on  the  home  place, 
which  has  been  worked  under  his  management 
for  the  past  fifty-six  years  with  most  gratifying 
results.  The  place  has  been  well  kept  up  and 
cultivated  under  his  watchful  care,  a fact  that  is 
evident  in  the  numerous  improvements  made  by 
him  in  the  passing  years.  J 

On  February  22,  1846,  in  New  Canaari,  Mr; 
Raymond  was  united  in  marriage  with  Hknnafc 
M.  Wood,  daughter  of  Willidifi'  and  ij^hthi 
(Smith)  Wood,  of  Stan wich,  Conn;,' wbtf  emi- 
grated to  Ohio,  in  which  State  they  were 'pioi 
neers.  . Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  C.  Raymond  haye  had 
two  children:  Howard  A.  and  Ali^e  M;'-'  The 
son  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  in  New 
York  City.  He  married  (for  his  first  Wife)  Liz- 
zie Silverthorn,  who  died  leaving  two  children— 
Myrtie  A.,  and  Carrie  D.  (who  married  Edward 
D.  Jardine;  she  died  on  Christmas  Day,  1897). 
For  his  second  wife  he  wedded  Fannie  A.  Chap- 
in. Alice  M.  Raymond  is  the  wife  of  Gardiner 
A.  Hoyt,  of  New  Canaan.  Our  subject  attends 
the  Congregational  Church,  with  which  his  wife 
has  been  united  since  1839.  Like  his  father,  he 
is  a Republican  in  political  sentiment,  and  though 
no  seeker  after  political  preferment,  he  has  held 
several  local  offices,  such  as  constable,  tax  col- 
lector, etc.,  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  fellow 
townsmen. 


EZRA  P.  KNAPP.  The  Knapp  family-  is'  ohe 
of  the  oldest  in  Fairfield  county,  and  its 
members  in  each  generation  have  maintained 
high  reputations  for  industry,  thrift,  and  aU  that 
constitutes  good  citizenship.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a highly  respected  citizen  of  Danbury, 
has  compiled  and  published  a genealogy  of  the 
family  from  which  we  learn  that  while  tradition 
points  to  the  Province  of  Saxony  in  Germany  as 
their  original  home,  the  authentic  histofy  begins 
in  the  county  of  Sussex,  England,  in  the' fifteenth 
century.  The  name  was  at  first  spelled  with 
but  one  “P”  and  some  branches  of  t;he  family 
still  hold  to  that  custom.  In  1540  onelRoger  R. 
Knapp  so  distinguished  himself  at  a tournament 
held  at  Norfolk,  England,  that  he  was 'Specially 
honored  by  Henry  V,  and  was  granted  d Coat  of 
arms,  of  which  a full  description  is  to.  be  found 
in  the  College  of  Heraldry  in  London. 

In  1630  three  brothers,  William,  Nichols  and 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


614 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD . 


Rogers  Knapp,  came  to  America  with  a large 
colony  of  well-to-do  farmers  under  the  command 
of  Winthrope  and  Saltansall.  William,  who  was 
bom  in  Sussex  in  1570,  settled  in  Watertown, 
Mass.  He  had  seven  children : William,  Mary, 
Elizabeth,  Ann,  Judith,  John  and  James,  and 
they  located  at  Taunton,  Roxbury,  Newtown, 
Boston  and  Spencer,  Mass.  Roger  settled  in 
New  Haven,  and  later  at  Fairfield,  Conn.  His 
will  mentions  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  and  six  children, 
Josiah,  Lydia,  John,  Nathaniel,  Eliza,  and  Mary, 
who  located  in  this  county.  Nicholas  made  his 
home  at  Watertown,  Mass.,  for  a timer  but  in 
1644  removed  to  Stamford,  Conn.,  where  he, died 
in  April,  1670.  His  first  wife,  Elnor,  died  August 
16,  1658,  and  in  the  following  year  he  married  a 
second  wife,  Unity.  He  had  nine  children,  all 
by  his  first  marriage.  The  first,  Jonathan,  died 
December  27,  1631,  and  in  his  will  he  mentions 
Timothy,  Joshua,  Caleb,  Sarah,  Ruth,  Hannah, 
Moses  and  Lydia.  The  last  two  were  born  at 
Stamford,  and  all  settled  in  this  State,  at  Norwalk, 
Greenwich,  Rye,  Peekskill  and  Danbury.  Caleb, 
the  fourth  son  of  Nicholas,  was  living  in  Stam- 
ford in  1670,  and  in  his  will,  dated  December 
11,  1674,  he  mentions  his  wife,  Hannah,  and  six 
children,  Caleb,  John,  Moses,  Samuel,  Sarah  and 
Hannah.  Here  there  is  a break  in  the  records, 
and  as  a result  of  careful  research  it  is  believed 
that  the  branch  to  which  our  subject  belongs  is 
descended  from  John,  the  second  son  of  Caleb 
and  grandson  of  Nicholas. 

Our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  John  Knapp, 
who  was  probably  the  great-grandson  of  the  an- 
cestor last  mentioned,  was  born  in  1738,  and  in 
1759  married  Ruth  Gregory.  He  died  in  1810, 
and  was  buried  at  Danbury  in  a cemetery  at  the 
north  end  of  Main  street.  Bji  occupation  he 
was  a farmer  and  shoemaker,  his  homestead 
iwing  located  in  the  Pembroke  District.  He.  was 
an  amiable,  peace-loving  man,  and  was  con- 
scientiously opposed  to  the  measures  taken  by 
the  colonists  to  free  themselves  from  the  English 
yoke.  As  his  sentiments  did  not  please  his  neigh- 
bors he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  home  for  safety, 
and  for  a time  he  lived  in  a cave  on  Rattle  Hill 
mountain,  near  Neversink  pond,  his  wife  supply- 
ing him  with  food  by  night.  He  had  seven  chil- 
dren: Samuel,  born  about  1760,  married  Mary 
Lindsley;  Elizabeth,  born  1765,  married  Ezra 
Nichols;  Jehue.  born  November  17,  1767,  mar- 
ried Lois  Wood;  Ruth,  born  about  1770,  mar- 
ried Joshua  B.  Bearss;  John  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below;  Chloe,  born  about  1774,  married 
Joseph  Mansfield;  Levi,  bom  May  1,  1777,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Hamilton. 

John  Knapp,  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent, 


was  born  at  the  old  homestead  May  13,  1772. 
He  followed  farming  and  sboemaking,  and  about 
1812  moved  to  Harpersfield,  N.  Y.,  to  remain  a 
few  years,  when  he  located  permanently  at 
Huntsburg,  Ohio.  His  death  occurred  there 
July  11,  1850.  He  was  married  (first)  in  1796 
to  Lucy  Merwin,  who  died  about  1827.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1 829.  he  married  Albacinda  Barnum,  who 
was  born  May  12,  1790,  in  Southeast,  Putnam 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died  October  2,  1867,  in  Hunts- 
burg, Ohio.  By  the  first  marriage  there  were 
eighteen  children:  Betsey,  born  August  1 8, 1797, 
died  March  17,  1862;  Ddvid,  born  January  27, 
1800,  died  June  13,  1873;  John,  of  whom  men- 
tion is  made  farther  on;  Nathan,  born  Febrnary 
1,  1803,  supposed  to  be  dead;  Reuben,  bom 
April  15,  1805,  died  February,  1827;  Philo,  bom 
May  21.  1 806,  died  September,  1824;  Polly,  bora 
September  5,  1807,  died  July  19,  1880;  Hiram, 
born  December  28,  1808,  died  October  15, 1883; 
Levi,  born  May  5,  1810,  died  January,  1838; 
Pamelia,  born  March  18,  1812,  died  February  5, 
1892;  Ruth,  born  June  1,  1813,  now(i897)liv- 
ing;  a son,  who  was  born  April  17,  1814,  and 
died  the  same  day;  Lucy,  born  May  4,  1815. 
died  November  23,  '1887;  Susan,  born  March  22, 

1817,  now  living;  Ezra,  born  September  10, 

1818,  died  August  4,  1819;  Ezra  Russell,  born 

September  14,  1820,  now  living;  Eliza,  born  July 
28,  1822,  now  living;  and  Lydia,  born  Septem- 
ber 8,  1826,  died  October  24,  1846.  Four 
children  came  of  the  second  marriage:  Reuben 
B.,  born  November  28,  1829,  died  April  t6, 
1865;  Anna  Maria,  born  November  15,  t83!> 
died  January  19,  1886;  Lucinda  A.,  born  January 
26,  1834,  now  living;  and  Laura  M.,  born  April 
17.  1837,  died  January,  1843. 

John  Knapp,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  November  6,  1801 , in  Danbury,  in  the  part 
now  known  as  Hayestown.  He  left  Danbury 
with  his  parents  in  May,  1812,  but  returned  a 
1829  and  remained,  engaging  in  business  as  a 
carpenter.  On  December  18,  1823.be  was  mar- 
ried in  Harpersfield,  N.Y.,  to  Miss  Sally  Hubbard, 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Anna  (Brook)  Hubbard. 
She  was  born  April  10,  1804,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 1 1 , 1 873,  four  years  after  his  own  death, 
which  occurred  November  1,  1869.  Their  chil- 
dren were  : Philo  Asahel,  born  December  31, 

1824;  Harmon,  born  January  14,  1828;  Anna, 
born  March  13,  1830,  died  April  29,  1880;  John, 
born  February  1,  1832;  Ira  Stevens,  born  May  2. 
1834;  Isaac  Hubbard,  born  December  I9<  *83®* 
died  January  n,  1838;  Michael  Fariday,  born 
October  29,  1838,  died  August  14,  1863;  Isaac 
Hubbard,  born  February  26,  1841,  died  January 
28,  1882;  Ezra  Peck,  born  February  n.  W3» 
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now  living;  Abijah  Odell,  born  September  16, 
1844,  died  January  14,  1885;  Sarah  Elizabeth, 
born  September  16,  1847,  died  January  2,  1863. 

Ezra  P.  Knapp  has  resided  at  his  native 
place,  Danbury,  all  his  life.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Danbury,  and  at  an  early  age 
began  to  learn  the  hatter’s  trade  in  the  factory 
of  E.  A.  Mallory  & Sons,  with  whom  he  remained 
as  a trusted  employe  until  1893,  when  he  retired. 
He  has  a fine  competence,  a dwelling  at  No.  394 
Main  street,  also  owning  the  old  Knapp  home- 
stead at  No.  386  Main  street,  Danbury,  and  eight 
other  houses  which  he  rents,  about  fifteen  fami- 
lies occupying  them.  He  is  a man  of  much  in- 
telligence and  literary  taste,  and  is  highly  es- 
teemed for  his  good  qualities.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  but  he  keeps  aloof  from  party  strife. 

On  March  10,  1865,  Mr.  Knapp  was  married 
in  South  Durham,  N.  Y.,  to  his  first  wife,  Miss 
Malinda  L.  Olmstead,  who  died  March  27,  1875. 
On  November  2,  1875,  he  was  married  in  Dan- 
bury to  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Meeker,  who  passed  to 
the  unseen  life  September  9,  1891.  Mr.  Knapp 
formed  a third  matrimonial  union  on  April  6, 
1892,  this  time  with  Miss  Lillian  L.  Middlebrook, 
of  Bridgeport,  this  county.  By  this  marriage 
there  are  no  children.  By  the  first  marriage 
there  were  three,  none  of  whom  are  living : 
William  Olmstead,  born  December  8,  1866,  died 
December  22,  1887;  Clifton  Levi,  born  Novem- 
ber 28,  1868,  died  November  1,  1869;  and 
Charles  TEzra,  born  March  2,  1872,  died  Septem- 
ber 18,  1891.  By  the  second  union  there  were 
four  children  : Mary  Eliza,  born  August  1 3, 

• 876;  Clarence  Peck,  born  June  6,  1878,  died 
September  5,  1882;  Arthur  Fariday,  born  May 
•5.  1880;  and  Sarah  Louise,  born  October  21, 
1885. 


Egbert  williams  gilbert.  The 

beautiful  city  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  is  indebt- 
ed for  many  of  its  finest  buildings  to  the  artistic 
taste  and  practical  skill  of  this  well-known  archi- 
tect-  There  is  no  branch  of  the  builder’s  trade 
with  which  he  is  not  familiar,  as  he  began  as  a 
journeyman  carpenter  and  later  carried  on  an  ex- 
tensive business  as  a contractor  and  builder  until, 
trom  preparing  plans  for  his  own  construction, 
be  found  his  time  filled  with  special  work  -of  the 
same  kind  for  others. 

Mr.  Gilbert  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock, 
ut  owing  to  the  destruction  of  certain  records  by 
r®  "e  cannot  trace  his  genealogy  on  the  paternal 
side  farther  than  to  his  grandfather,  Eliakim  Gil- 
ert,  who  married  Elizabeth  Reed,  daughter  of 
~ ' Reed,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  and  for 


some  time  a captive  in  the  notorious  British  pris- 
on ship  in  New  York  harbor.  Daniel  Reed  Gil- 
bert, our  subject’s  father,  was  born  September  8, 
1796,  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  and  throughout  his  act- 
ive life  followed  carpentering  as  an  occupation, 
his  death  occurring  February  7,  1878.  On  Oc- 
tober 22,  1818,  he  married  Belinda  Williams', 
who  was  born  in  Sharon,  Conn.,  June  11,  1797, 
and  died  February  27,  1882;  she  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Waite  Williams,  and  granddaughter  of 
Jehiel  and  Anna  (Edwards)  Williams.  Daniel 
and  Belinda  Gilbert  had  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  adult  age:  Julia  A.,  born  August 
7,  1819,  married  Thomas  Wing,  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  removed  to  Michigan;  John  Reed, 
bom  March  1,  1821,  married  Mary  J.  Russ,  and 
resides  in  Helena,  Mont. ; Amos  H.,  born  Novem- 
ber 16,  1822,  married  Zada  Knibloe,  and  while 
residing  in  Livingston  county,  N.  Y.,  was  killed 
at  Nunda.  March  8,  1869,  by  a boiler  explosion; 
Egbert  W.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
Charles  H.,  born  May  30,  1832,  who  married 
Frances  Williams,  and  resides  in  Chicago,  at  No. 
7601  Union  avenue,  Englewood,  is  now  cashier 
of  the  Union  Rendering  Company  of  Chicago,  a 
stockyards  firm  with  offices  at  No,  131  Exchange 
Building;  Mary  E.,  born  January  21,  1835,  mar- 
ried William  H.  Smith,  of  Avon,  Hartford  Co., 
Conn.;  James  I.,  born  January  31,  1840,  married 
Julia  Cotterell,  and  made  his  home  at  Thomas- 
ton.  Conn.,  where  he  died  June  28,  1875. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  March 
12,  1830,  in  Sharon,  Conn.,  whence,  when  he 
was  about  one  year  old,  the  family  removed  to 
Amenia,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  obtained 
his  education  in  the  public  schools.  At  fourteen 
he  began  work  in  a clock  factory  at  Thomaston, 
Conn. , but  after  a year  or  two  he  returned  to 
Amenia  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  in  the  car- 
penter’s trade  under  his  father.  In  1851  he 
started  out  to  seek  work  as  a journeyman,  and 
for  four  years  he  worked  in  Falls  Village,  Anso- 
nia,  Bridgeport  and  Norwalk,  Conn.,  spending 
about  a year  in  each  place.  In  1855  he  located 
permanently  in  Danbury,  where  after  a couple 
of  years  he  began  in  business  for  himself  as  a 
contractor  and  builder,  and  he  is  now  the  oldest 
in  that  line  in  the  place.  He  soon  displayed 
marked  ability  as  an  architect,  and  for  thirty-fi  ve 
years  that  has  been  a leading  feature  of  his 
work.  In  fact,  for  about  eight  years  past  he  has 
devoted  his  attention  almost  exclusively  to  that 
line  of  work,  his  services  being  in  constant  de- 
mand. „...  . ,.  . , 

On  August  26,  1862,  Mr.  Gilbert  enlisted  as 
a private  in  Company  B,  23rd  Conn.  V.  I.,  un- 
der Capt.  James  H.  Jenkins,  and  served  until 
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honorably  discharged  on  August  31,  1863.  He 
took  part  in  all  the  battles  in  which  his  regiment 
was  engaged  during  that  time,  winning  promo- 
tion to  the  rank  of  corporal. 

Mr.  Gilbert  has  a pleasant  home  at  No.  45 
Division  street,  Danbury,  where  he  also  has  his 
office.  He  was  married  July  30,  1854,  to  his 
first  wife,  Miss  Caroline  L.  Burr,  of  Ridgefield, 
Conn.,  a daughter  of  David  B.  and  Abbie  (Dib- 
ble) Burr.  She  died  April  30,  1884,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-one,  and  in  March,  1887,  Mr.  Gilbert 
formed  a second  matrimonial  union,  this  time 
with  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Renond  nfe  Cole,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Deborah  (Eggleston)  Cole,  of  the 
town  of  Southeast,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.  In  one 
line  of  ancestry  she  is  of  Huguenot  blood,  and 
traces  her  descent  from  Alexander  Ressigue,  an 
early  settler  at  Norwalk,  Conn.  Mr.  Gilbert  has 
had  four  children,  all  by  the  first  marriage: 
Franklin  E. , born  December  15,  1857,  died  of 
diphtheria  on  May  4,  1 862 ; Chester,  born  Octo- 
ber i,  1859,  died  May7,  1862,  also  of  diphtheria; 
Charles  H.,  born  September  15,  1865,  resides  in 
Newark,  N.  J.  (he  married  Miss  Kate  McDer- 
mott, and  has  had  three  children — Charles  J., 
born  April  5,  1888;  Egbert  W.,  who  died  when 
five  years  old;  and  John,  born  March  18,  1891); 
Kate  Hine,  born  May  12,  1868,  married  (first) 
Charles  B.  Comstock,  who  died,  and  she  is  now 
the  wife  of  George  E.  Young,  of  Danbury,  by 
whom  she  hashad  two  daughters — Dorothy,  born 
September  2,  1894,  and  Mary  E.,  born  Decem- 
ber 4,  1896. 

On  political  issues,  as  on  other  matters,  Mr. 
Gilbert  is  an  independent  thinker,  and  his  vote  is 
cast  for  the  man  and  measures  that  he  deems 
best.  He  has  never  sought  Or  held  office  as  his 
time  has  been  occupied  by  business.  Fraternally, 
he  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  the  United  Amer- 
ican Mechanics,  and  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order. 


FERNANDO  CORTEZ  OLMSTEAD,  a lead- 
ing contractor  and  builder  at  Danbury,  en- 
joys an  enviable  reputation  in  business  circles 
for  ability  in  his  chosen  line  of  work.  As  the 
son  and  former  partner  of  that  veteran  builder, 
Frederick  Sweet  Olmstead,  he  had  an  excellent 
start  in  business  life,  but  his  own  talent  has 
proved  equal  to  his  opportunities. 

Mr.  Olmstead  was  born  March  9,  1858,  in 
Patterson,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  son  of  F.  S.  and 
Mary  Jane  (Bouton)  Olmstead.  The  Olmstead 
family  originated  in  England,  and  has  been 
traced,  as  far  as  1525,  to  one  Thomas  Olmstead, 
form  whom  the  line  descends — through  James, 
born  about  1550;  Richard,  who  was  baptized  in 


1579;  Richard  (2),  born  in  1607;  John,  bom  in 
1649;  Daniel  (1);  Daniel  (2);  Ebenezer  (1),  who 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  army;  Ebenezer  (2), 
born  August  8,  1770;  Amzi  R.,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  born  July  18,  1797,  and  died  Oc- 
tober 14,  1866 — to  Frederick  Sweet  Olmstead, 
our  subject's  father. 

Mr.  Olmstead  was  educated  partially  in  the 
public  schools  of  Ball’s  Pond,  New  Fairfield, 
this  county,  but  after  the  removal  of  the  (amily 
to  Danbury  in  1 870,  he  pursued  his  studies  there 
for  some  time.  In  1873  he  began  to  learn  the 
carpenter’s  trade  with  his  father,  for  whom  he 
worked  seven  years.  He  then  -spent  one  year 
(1880)  in  New  York  City  as  foreman  for  Edward 
Steadwell,  and  in  the  following  year  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  father  under  the  style 
of  F.  S.  Olmstead  & Son.  In  1893  the  father 
retired,  and  since  that  time  Mr.  Olmstead  has 
r^ndu'-ted  the  business  in  his  own  name  at  the 
ola  luxation,  Nos.  19  and  21  Crosby  street, 
Danbury. 

Mr.  Olmstead  is  not  less  active  in  local 
affairs  than  in  business  matters.  He  is  a stanch 
Democrat  in  politics,  but  has  taken  more  inter- 
est in  non-political  movements  than  in  partisan 
work.  From  1876  until  his  withdrawal  in  1894 
he  was  a member  of  the  Danbury  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Padamaran  Hose  Company  No.  3.  In  1886  he 
was  assistant  chief  of  the  department.  In  fra- 
ternal society  work  Mr.  Olmstead  has  been  un- 
usually active  and  prominent.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  of  the 
District  of  Columbia;  a charter  member  of  the 
A.  U.  A.  M.,  and  a member  of  the  State  Council, 
having  passed  the  several  chairs.  For  five  years 
he  was  Deputy  State  Councillor  in  this  order. 
He  was  the  organizer  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Golden  Eagle,  at  Danbury,  and  has  passed  the 
chairs  in  that  order.  At  present  he  is  a member 
of  grand  castle  of  the  State  and  supreme  castle 
of  the  United  States.  He  also  belongs  to  all 
the  various  bodies  of  Odd  Fellowship,  viz.:  sub- 
ordinate lodge,  encampment  andt  canton.  He 
was  originally  a member  of  Samaritan  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  but  with  four  others  withdrew  and 

organized  Progressive  Lodge  No.  18, 1.  0.  0.  F., 
of  Danbury,  with  210  members,  the  largest  num- 
ber of  charter  members  of  any  lodge  ever  organ- 
ized in  the  United  States.  He  is  a member  ol 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State,  having  been 
through  the  several  chairs. 

In  1883  Mr.  Olmstead  married  Miss  Ida  Irene 

Lane,  of  Richland  Center,  Wis.,  a descendant 0 
an  old  Quaker  family  and  a daughter  of  Davi 
and  Maria  (Lawrence)  Lane.  Mr.  Olmstea 
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and  his  wife  have  three  children:  Pauline, 

Winona  and  Jennie.  Mrs.  Olmstead  is  a mem- 
ber of  Pocahontas  Lodge,  Order  of  Red  Men, 
and  the  second  child,  Winona,  was  named  in 
this  order. 


^VAMUEL  B.  MIDDLEBROOK,  a prosperous 
>3)  farmer  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  was  born  in  that 
town  February  24,  1828,  and  was  there  well  ed- 
ucated in  the  common  schools.  From  early 
boyhood  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  with  the 
exception  of  the  time  he  spent  in  California  in 
the  search  for  gold  in  1852,  making  the  journey 
thither  by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  during  which 
time  he  had  some  remarkable  experiences.  In 
politics  he  was  originally  an  Old-line  Whig,  and 
-upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he 
became  identified  therewith,  and  he  still  adheres 
thereto.  As  such  he  has  held  several  of  the  local 
•offices  of  his  town,  such  as  selectman,  for  seven 
years,  from  1861  to  1868,  and  most  of  the  other 
town  offices. 

During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  active 
and  earnest  in  the  support  of  the  government, 
and  was  instrumental  in  sending  many  soldiers 
to  the  front.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  L.  Lock- 
wood,  daughter  of  John  and  Mercy  (Weed)  Lock- 
wood,  of  New  Canaan,  Conn.  She  was  born 
June  8,  1831,  and  died  October  4,  1878.  the 
mother  of  the  following  children:  George  S., 

born  January  3,  1857,  died  December  26,  1864; 
William  L.,  born  May  20,  1858,  died  December 
29,  1864;  John  F. , mentioned  below;  Samuel  E., 
•born  April  22,1853,  died  January  6,  1865;  Joseph 
W.,  mentioned  below;  Mercy  W.,  mentioned 
helow  and  Miss  Sarah  L. , born  March  26,  1874. ; 
Mr.  Middlebrook  is  a man  of  more  than  ordinary 
mental  qualities.  Keen  and  incisive  in  his  grasp 
of  ideas  or  in  the  expression  of  a thought,  he 
must  be  accounted  one  of  the  interesting  char- 
acters in  New  England  life. 

John  F.  Middlebrook,  eldest  living  son  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  December  28, 
i860,  in  the  town  of  Wilton  and  educated  there 
in  the  common  schools,  subsequently  taking 
academic  work  at  Professor  Olmstead’s  school. 
Afterward  he  graduated  at  Columbia  Law  Col- 
lege of  New  York,  and  he  is  now  practicing  his 
profession  in  that  city,  and  enjoying  a large  de- 
gree of  success.  He  married  Miss  Minnie  Jones, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  she  having  been  born  there 
in  1862.  Two  children  have  graced  this  union: 
Mary  Ann  and  George.  The  mother  of  these 
died,  and  Mr.  Middlebrook  has  not  married  again. 

Joseph  W.  Middlebrook,  second  eldest  living 
son  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  July 


31.  1865,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  subsequently  prepar- 
ing for  Yale  College  at  Professor  Olmstead’s 
school  in  Wilton,  afterward  graduating  at  Yale 
College  in  1887.  Then  attending  Columbia  Law 
College  in  New  York,  he  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  1889.  He  is  now  practicing  his 
profession  in  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
elected  a director  in  the  Tarrytown  Bank.  He 
is  also  a collector  of  collateral  inheritance  tax 
at  Dobbs  Ferry,  N.  Y.  He  married  Miss  Emma 
Bradley,  daughter  of  David  Ogden  Bradley,  of 
Dobbs  Ferry,  and  they  have  two  children — 
Bradley  and  Joseph. 

Mercy  M.  Middlebrook,  eldest  daughter  of 
our  subject,  was  born  January  22,  1890,  in  the 
town  of  Wilton,  received  her  early  education 
there,  later  graduating  from  St.  Margaret's  Sem- 
inary at  Waterbury,  Conn.  She  married  George 
Boyd,  of  the  firm  of  Root  & Boyd,  insurance 
agents  at  Waterbury,  Conn.  Mr.  Boyd  is  a 
singer  of  renown,  and  leader  of  the  choir  in  his 
Church.  He  and  his  wife  have  one  child,  Mercy. 

Sarah  E.  Middlebrook,  youngest  daughter  of 
our  subject,  was  educated  with  her  sister,  and 
has  never  married. 

Michael  Middlebrook,  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  and  was  there  educated,  afterward  en- 
gaging extensively  in  farming.  He  married  Abiah 
Summers. 

Summers  Middlebrook,  son  of  Michael  and 
Abiah  (Summers)  Middlebrook,  and  grandfather 
of  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines,  was  born 
December  25,  1748,  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  and 
was  there  educated  in  the  common  schools. 
After  leaving  school  he  engaged  in  farming,  and 
followed  that  honorable  occupation  all  his  life. 
He  was  also  accustomed  to  do  his  own  tanning 
and  blacksmithing.  He  served  his  country  faith- 
fully and  effectively  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
being  in  Captain  Arnold’s  company,  and  later  in 
Captain  Gilbert’s  company.  He  married  Susanna 
Beal,  who  was  born  February  1 1,  1755.  She 
was  a most  ardent  Christian,  led  a devoted  and 
blameless  life,  and  her  influence  has  descended 
to  the  present  generation  of  her  descendants. 
The  children  born  to  Summers  and  Susanna 
(Beal)  Middlebrook  were  as  follows:  Matthew, 
born  November  10,  1781,  married  Betsey  Ab- 
bott; William,  born  January  23,  1784,  married 
Betsey  Denton;  Abijah,  born  September  8,  1786, 
remained  single  (he  opened  the  first  store  in  Mid- 
dletown, Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.);  Anna,  born  Novem- 
ber 21,  1788,  married  John  Jones;  George,  born 
September  6,  1792,  married  Lucretia  Sturgess; 
Jonathan,  born  September  17,  1794,  remained 
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single;  and  Sarah,  born  April  I,  1798,  married 
William  Lester. 

George  Middlebrook,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Wilton, 
and  there  educated  in  the  common  schools. 
After  leaving  school  he  adopted  the  occupation 
of  farming,  and  during  the  training  days  was 
colonel  of  a regiment  of  militia.  He  was  a man  - 
of  great  strength  of  character,  and  highly  re- 
spected as  a citizen  and  as  a man.  Politically, 
he  was  a Whig,  was  selectman  of  his  town,  and 
while  not  a member  of  any  Church  was  yet 
greatly  interested  in  the  cause  of  religion.  He 
married  Miss  Lucretia  Sturgess,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  (Hurlbutt)  Sturgess,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a farmer  of  Wilton.  She  was 
born  there  January  24,  1801,  and  died  June  3, 
1871.  The  children  born  to  them  were  as  fol- 
lows: Mary,  born  December  29,  1818,  married 
William  Harris;  Susanna,  born  October  2,  1820, 
married  Le  Grand  Comstock;  Clarissa,  born  May 
17,  1822,  married  Ebenezer  Betts;  Henrietta, 
born  May  15,  1824,  married  William  D.  Gregory; 
Sarah  A.,  born  January  21,  1826,  now  the  widow 
of  W.  D.  Gregory,  she  having  been  his  second 
wife;  Samuel  B.  (our  subject),  born  February 
24,  1828;  Elizabeth  A.,  born  November2i,  1831, 
married  John  Hill;  Lucretia,  born  November  13, 
1833,  married  A.  E.  Brown;  Emily,  bom  No- 
vember 20,  1835,  married  John  L.  Lockwood; 
Gertrude,  born  March  4,  1837,  married  Dr.  J. 
E.  Turner;  Helen,  born  June  13,  1839,  is  still 
single;  Virginia  S.,  born  June  21,  1842,  married 
a Mr.  Wilkinson;  and  Georgia,  born  January  12, 
1847,  died  when  about  twelve  years  of  age. 


CHARLES  P.  NETTLETON,  president  of 
the  Shelton  Tin  & Plumbing  Company,  was 
born  December  22,  1835,  Newtown,  Zoar 
District,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  Nettleton,  who 
was  also  born  in  Newtown,  in  1805.  He  is  a 
grandson  of  Abner  A.  Nettleton,  also  a native  of 
Newtown. 

Abner  A.  Nettleton  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, living  on  a farm  ot  his  own  of  considerable 
size  located  in  the  Zoar  District,  and  he  built  the 
house  just  north  of  the  Morris  House  in  Zoar 
District.  He  married  Lucy  A.  Glover,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Glover  family  of  Newtown,  by  whom 
he  had  one  son,  Joseph,  and  two  daughters — 
Ann,  who  died  when  she  was  about  two  years  of 
age,  and  Phoebe,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two.  Abner  A.  Nettleton  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-four. 

Joseph  Nettleton,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
in  his  time  a farmer,  living  on  the  Nettleton 


homestead  during  his  entire  life,  which,  however, 
terminated  when  he  was  in  his  prime.  He  was 
uniformly  successful  in  his  undertakings,  and  was 
recognized  as  a man  of  ability  and  even  talent. 
He  married  Phoebe  Curtiss,  daughter  of  Divine 
Curtiss,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
To  the  marriage  of  Divine  Curtiss  children  were 
born  as  follows:  Sophia,  Hiram,  Cyrenus,  Al- 

fred, Phoebe,  Susan,  Mary,  Edwin  and  Edward. 
Joseph  Nettleton  died  in  the  year  2842,  he  and 
his  wife  having  had  four  children,  as  follows: 
Edgar  A.,  deceased;  Snsan,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Charles  P. , the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Joseph 
Foster. 

Charles  P.  Nettleton  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Zoar,  and  had  no  other  educational 
advantages  in  his  youth;  but  what  he  there  learned 
has  been  well  supplemented  by  wide  reading 
and  extensive  observation.  When  about,  four- 
teen years  of  age  he  left  school  and  went  to  work 
in  the  comb  shop  of  Samuel  Curtiss,  remaining 
there  about  two  years,  and  then  he  worked  at 
Woodbury  for  one  summer,  making  thimbles. 
When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Sey- 
mour and  there  learned  his  trade,  that  of  tin- 
smith and  plumber,  with  Henry  Bradley,  serving 
an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  and  remaining 
with  Mr.  Bradley  one  year  longer  as  journeyman. 
Then  going  to  Plymouth  (now  Thomaston),  he  re- 
mained there  one  year,  and  then  returned  to  Sey- 
mour and  afterward  to  Birmingham,  in  which  lat- 
ter place  he  formed  a partnership  with  E.  W.  Peck, 
which  lasted  four  years,  and  after  its  dissolution 
he  worked  for  Mr.  Peck  one  year.  In  1 874  he 
established  a tin  shop  and  plumbing  busi- 
ness of  his  own,  continuing  the  business  for 
some  time  at  his  home,  and  in  1880  rented  the 
James  Beard  store  for  four  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  period  he  removed  to  the  opposite  corner, 
where  he  remained  six  years,  and  on  November 

24,  1890,  removed  to  his  present  location,  where 

he  has  ever  since  carried  on  the  business.  I he 
firm  of  which  he  is  a member  and  of  which  he  is 
president,  is  known  as  the  Shelton  Tin  & Plumb- 
ing Company,  and  it  commands  the  principal 
trade  in  this  line,  Mr.  Nettleton  being  known  as 
one  of  the  best  of  plumbers  and  a strictly  honest 
business  man.  After  the  town  was  platted 
Mr.  Nettleton  built  the  first  house  therein  and 
moved  into  it.  In  his  business  he  has  been 
eminently  successful,  and  he  has  always  taken 
an  active  part  in  political  and  public  matters.  In 
1 862  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  First  Connecticut 
Heavy  Artillery,  and  with  that  organisation 
served  three  years  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  is  a member  of  Kellogg  Post,  G.  A.  R.>  aD 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Derby. 
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Mr.  Nettleton  was  married  in  July,  1861,  to 
Miss  Fanny  A.  Hallock,  daughter  of  Israel  Hal* 
lock,  of  Derby,  Conn.,  and  he  and  his  wife  have 
had  seven  children,  four  of  whom  grew  to  mature 
years.  The  names  of  the  seven  children  are  as 
follows:  Charles  S.,  a sailor,  living  in  Rhode 
Island;  Albert  Q.,  living  at  Pleasant  Prairie, 
Iowa;  Earnest  C.,  working  with  his  father; 
Rosa  and  Rebecca,  both  deceased;  Francis  I.,  a 
student  in  the  Medical  Department  of  Yale  Col- 
lege; and  Ruth,  deceased. 


SdPSCO  STEVENS,  principal  of  the  West 
\ Stamford  school,  has  the  distinction  of  be* 
ing  the  oldest  teacher  in  point  of  service,  in  the 
town  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  county,  Connecticut. 

The  Stevens  family  is  an  old  and  highly  re- 
spected one  in  this  section,  Daniel  Stevens,  who 
was  the  great-great-grandfather  of  Sipsco  Stevens, 
having  been  an  early  resident  of  the  High  Ridge 
district,  in  the  town  of  Stamford.  His  son, 
Jacob  Stevens,  also  lived  there.  The  latter  was 
twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had  one 
child,  Sarah  (Mrs.  Hanley  Walton);  by  his  second 
wife,  Molly  (Prindle),  he  had  six  children:  Enoch, 
Jacob,  Montgomery,  Molly,  Olive  and  James. 
James  became  an  extensive  farmer,  both  in  High 
Ridge  and  in  Pound  Ridge,  Westchester  county, 
N.  Y.,  whither  he  removed.  He  married  Lu- 
cretia  Jones,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten 
children  viz. : Minor,  George,  James  (all  three  de- 
ceased), Charles,  Polly  (Mrs.  Ebenezer  Hoyt,  of 
Stamford),  Sally  (1)  and  Samuel  (1)  (both  de- 
ceased), Aaron  (of  Stamford,  who  married  Mary 
J.  Pelham),  Samuel  (2)  (deceased),  and  Sally  (2) 
(who  was  first  married  to  Henry  Selleck,  and 
later  wedded  William  Olmstead,  and  lives  in  New 
York  City).  The  father  died  in  1828  at  the  age 
of  forty-two  years. 

Charles  Stevens  was  born  June  20,  1812,  m 
Pound  Ridge,  N.  Y.,  and  is  still  living,  making 
his  home  at  High  Ridge.  During  his  early 
years  he  attended  school  at  Pound  Ridge,  and  he 
subsequently  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  at 
which  he  worked  for  about  twenty-five  years. 
Then  for  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  selling 
glass  and  tinware,  for  a portion  of  the  year  giv- 
ing his  time  to  the  cultivation  of  a small  farm 
which  he  owned  at  High  Ridge.  For  his  first 
wife  he  married  Nancy  J.  Dixon,  daughter  of 
Amos  JDixon,  a Revolutionary  pensioner,  who 
served  under  Col.  James  Mead,  of  Greenwich;  he 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years. 
To  Charles  and  Nancy  (Dixon)  Stevens  were 
born  three  children,  namely:  Mary  Prudence, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Augustus  Beale,  of  Brooklyn; 


Sipsco;  and  Virgil,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years.  The  mother  died  in  1850,  and  Mr. 
Stevens  subsequently  wedded  Emily  Ann  Au- 
gusta Willson,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Frank 
Virgil,  born  in  1852,  who  now  lives  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York. 

Sipsco  Stevens  was  born  May  8,  1841,  in  the 
town  of  Pound  Ridge,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y. 
His  early  schooling  was  acquired  in  High  Ridge, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  he  studied  later  at  the' 
Hudson  River  Academy,  Claverack,  N.  Y.  In 
the  spring  of  i860  he  commenced  teaching  io 
District  No.  7,  New  Canaan,  known  as  Dantown, 
and  afterward,  for  two  years,  taught  at  Bangall, 
in  the  town  of  Stamford.  His  next  school  was 
in  the  Farms  District,  and  he  then  taught  at 
Hamden,  Conn.,  for  a short  time  in  the  Rectory 
school,  conducted  by  Rev.  Charles  William 
Everest.  From  there  he  returned  to  the  Farms 
District,  finally,  in  the  spring  of  1865,  taking  a 
position  in  the  Green  school,  which  was  formerly 
situated  where  St.  John’s  Park  now  is,  but  had 
been  moved  to  a site  near  the  park.  Mr.  Stev- 
ens was  connected  with  that  school  for  a period 
of  twenty-one  years,  and  has  since  been  the 
principal  of  the  West  Stamford  school,  where,  as 
in  other  incumbencies,  he  has  given  entire  satis- 
faction. As  an  instructor  and  disciplinarian  he 
has  an  enviable  reputation,  and  his  ability  and 
efficiency  are  best  attested  to  by  the  record  of 
his  work — his  years  of  continued  service  in  one 
section,  which  is  the  best  evidence  any  one  can 
have  of  qualification  and  reliability  in  any  voca- 
tion. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  united  in  marriage  Decem- 
ber 29,  1873,  in  St.  Anne  Des  Plaines,  near 
Montreal,  Canada,  to  Miss  Caroline  Jeanne 
Richard,  a native  of  Canton  de  Vaud,  Switzer- 
land, whose  father  had  charge  of  a French- 
Can  adian  school  at  Pointe  aux  Trembles,  Canada. 
Two  children  have  blessed  this  union,  namely: 
Alice  May,  born  November  28,  1874,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  months;  and  Lucy  Mabel, 
born  November  30,  1876.  In  1867  Mr.  Stevens 
became  a member  of  Union  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M., 
and  about  the  same  time  joined  Rippowam 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  takes  considerable 
interest  in  fraternal  affairs,  and  is  past  master  of 
Union  Lodge  and  past  high  priest  of  Rittenhouse 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons. 


OSCAR  NICHOLS  ROCKWELL,  justice  of 
the  peace  in  and  for  the  town  of  Danbury, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  is  a prominent  agriculturist 
and  dairyman  of  that  town,  having  charge  of  the 
Rockwell  homestead,  a fine  farm  in  the  Mill 
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Plain  District.  It  contains  about  500  acres,  and 
was  purchased  in  i860  by  our  subject’s  father, 
the  late  Rufus  Townsend  Rockwell,  whose  death 
on  March  22,  1896,  left  it  subject  to  division 
among  numerous  heirs. 

Rufus  T.  Rockwell  was  born  December  5, 
1818,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Deborah  (Horton) 
Rockwell,  of  Mill  Plain.  He  followed  agricult- 
ure for  some  years  in  the  town  of  Southeast, 
Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  the  last  thirty  years  of 
his  life  were  spent  in  this  county.  His  first  wife, 
Harriet  (Nichols),  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Pauline  (Seeley)  Nichols,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Southeast,  August  3,  1822,  and  died  Septem- 
ber 10,  1861.  By  this  marriage  there  were  five 
children,  viz.:  Pauline,  born  in  1847,  resides  at 

Danbury;  Oscar  N.  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low; Rufus  T.,  born  March  12,  1852,  married 
Miss  Lina  Parcells,  and  has  had  four  children,  of 
whom  Sanford  died  in  childhood,  and  Pauline 
Starr,  Sarah  Nichols  and  Helen  are  living;  Will- 
iam, born  January  4,  1856,  died  in  early  man- 
hood; and  Hattie,  bom  in  August,  i860,  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  Beardsley,  of  Danbury.  By  his 
second  marriage,  with  Mary  E.  Howe,  Mr.  Rock- 
well had  four  children:  Cortes  C.,  Howard  H., 

Garry  and  Sidney  D. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a native  of  the 
Empire  State,  born  November  9,  1850,  in  the 
town  of  Southeast,  Putnam  county,  but  as  his 
father  removed  to  Fairfield  county  a few  years 
later,  he  was  educated  chiefly  in  the  district 
schools  of  Mill  Plain  and  in  a private  school  at 
Danbury.  At  seventeen  he  began  to  devote  his 
attention  to  the  farm,  and  for  many  years  pre- 
vious to  his  father's  death  he  had  the  full  man- 
agement of  the  place.  He  gives  especial  care 
to  dairy  work,  keeping  from  fifty  to  seventy-five 
head  of  cattle  ordinarily,  while  at  times  his  herd 
numbers  over  a hundred.  His  sound  judgment 
and  excellent  character  command  the  respect  of 
all  who  know  him.  and  he  has  much  interest  in 
local  affairs  and  in  the  Republican  organization 
of  the  town.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  and  served  one  term,  and  in 
1 896  he  was  again  chosen  to  that  position,  which 
he  now  holds. 

In  1871  Mr.  Rockwell  married  Miss  Josephine 
Stone,  by  whom  he  has  had  four  sons:  Two 

died  in  childhood;  Benjamin  O.  married  Miss 
Emma  Ellsworth,  daughter  of  Alonzo  and  Julia 
(Burt)  Ellsworth;  and  George  C.  married  Miss 
Edith  Ganung,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Eliza- 
beth (Blauvelt)  Ganung. 

Mrs.  Rockwell  is  a daughter  of  Amos  Stone, 
of  Danbury,  and  a granddaughter  of  Daniel  and 
Polly  (Jackson)  Stone.  Her  mother,  whose 


maiden  name  was  Mary  Elizabeth  Abbott,  was  a 
daughter  of  Aaron  and  Anna  Abbott.  Amos 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  Stone  had  seven  children,  of 
whom  six  lived  to  maturity:  Mary  A.,  born 

July  11,  1851,  married  William  Betts,  Jr.,  of 
Danbury;  Josephine,  born  October  12,  1852,  is 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  Clark  D.,  born  August 
13,  1854,  married  Miss  Louie  Harrison,  and  has 
had  seven  children — Sadie  (who  died  in  child- 
hood), Bertha,  Georgie,  Arthur  (deceased),  How- 
ard (deceased),  Clara  and  Josephine;  Ida  bom 
December  25,  1857,  married  Charles  Canfield, 
of  Danbury,  and  has  three  children— Winnie, 
Bessie  and  Rachel;  Lillie  died  in  childhood; 
Asa  T. , born  June  19,  1869,  married  Miss  Sadie 
Light,  and  has  had  two  children — Percy,  who 
died  in  childhood,  and  Earl  A.  (they  reside  in 
Danbury);  Miss  Hattie  A.  Stone,  bom  Jammy 
5,  1872,  resides  at  Mill  Plain. 


QEORGE  McARTHUR.  Beaver  Brook 
Mills,  two  miles  from  Danbury,  are  justly 
celebrated  throughout  the  United  States  for  the 
high  quality  of  paper  manufactured  there,  and 
the  name  of  McArthur  Bros,  is  a synonym  in  the 
trade  for  promptness  and  fair  dealing.  It  is 
now  nearly  thirty  years  since  the  business  ms 
established  by  George,  Robert,  John  and  Will- 
iam L.  McArthur,  who,  with  true  Scottish  tenac- 
ity, stood  by  each  other  through  the  early  days 
of  discouragement,  and  now  reap  the  reward  of 
their  combined  efforts  in  a prosperity  which  not 
even  the  past  few  years  of  panic  could  interrupt 
They  began  with  limited  capital  in  an  old  two- 
story  frame  building,  30  x 30  feet,  which  had 
previously  been  used  as  a woolen-mill,  but  they 
have  improved  and  enlarged  the  plant  from  time 
to  time  until  they  now  have  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  equipped  mills  in  the  locality.  Steam 
has  been  substituted  for  water  power,  and  a 
large  number  of  hands  are  kept  constantly  em- 
ployed, a little  settlement  having  grown  up 
around  the  mill.  The  firm  makes  a specialty  of 
manilla  and  heavy  wrapping  papers,  their  trade 
being  largely  with  hardware  dealers,  and  their 
product  is  in  use  from  Maine  to  California. 

The  family  is  of  Scottish  nationality,  and  our 
subject’s  parents,  John  and  Isabella  (Campbell) 
McArthur,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  the 
old  country.  They  had  six  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  and  the  four  brothers 
named  above  came  to  America  with  their  par- 
ents in  1848.  Their  first  home  was  at  Thomp- 
sonville,  Conn.,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the 
business  of  carding  wool,  but  later  he  moved  to 
Hawleyville,  and  after  spending  a short  time  as 
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a partner  in  a woolen-mill  he  purchased  a small 
farm,  where  he  passed  his  last  days,  his  death 
occurring  in  1889.  His  estimable  wife  died  in 
1850,  at  Thompsonville. 

George  McArthur  was  born  in  1834  at  Loch- 
winnoch,  Renfrewshire,  Scotland,  and  was  about 
fourteen  years  old  when  he  crossed  the  ocean. 
He  remained  at  Thompsonville  with  his  parents 
until  1852,  when  he  went  to  Boston  to  lean*  the 
machinist’s  trade,  which  he  followed  some  years, 
in  1868  giving  up  that  business  to  join  his 
brothers  in  their  present  partnership.  Since  lo- 
cating at  Danbury  he  has  identified  himself  with 
the  best  interests  of  the  place,  taking  a leading 
part  in  all  matters  that  concerned  the  public  wel- 
fare, and  giving  generous  encouragement  to 
every  laudable  enterprise.  The  family  has  been 
connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  for 
many  generations,  but  our  subject  is  a member 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  at  Danbury, 
and  at  present  holds  the  office  of  deacon.  He 
was  instrumental  in  building  a small  chapel  at 
Beaver  Brook,  and  has  been  superintendent  of  a 
Sunday-school  there  for  nearly  a quarter  of  a 
century.  He  and  his  brothers  are  all  Repub- 
licans in  their  political  faith,  as  was  their  father 
in  his  lifetime.  Public  office  has  no  charms  for 
Mr.  McArthur,  however;  the  only  position  he 
ever  held  was  that  of  justice  of  the  peace. 

In  1866  Mr.  McArthur  married  Miss  Frances 
Dascomb,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
four  children:  Isabella,  wife  of  Arthur  Sherman, 
formerly  of  Danbury  and  now  of  Waterville, 
Conn.;  Maggie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen; Mary,  who  died  when  seven  years  old;  and 
Frances,  who  is  engaged  with  her  father  in  the 
paper  manufactory.  Mrs.  McArthur’s  ancestors 
came  from  France  at  an  early  day  and  settled  in 
Maine,  where  their  descendants  are  now  numer- 
ous. Her  grandfather  served  in  the  French  and 
Indian  wars.  Thomas  Dascomb,  her  father, 
owned  a large  amount  of  real  estate  at  Malden, 
Mass.,  and  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 


HARLES  WILBUR  WHITLOCK,  proprie- 
tor of  a classical  school  in  Wilton,  Fairfield 
county,  was  born  in  that  town  January  16,  1862, 
and  his  education  was  secured  in  his  father’s 
school  in  Wilton.  After  completing  his  educa- 
tion he,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  commenced  teach- 
ing in  that  school,  and  was  thus  occupied  for 
some  fifteen  years,  during  part  of  which  time  he 
was  professor  of  languages  and  also  head  master. 
He  then  established  a “ boarding  school  ” at  Wil- 
ton, in  which  seven  languages  were  taught,  he 
himself  teaching  three,  and  this  establishment  he 


conducted  until  the  building  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1894.  He  immediately  rebuilt,  however, 
and  the  present  Wilton  " Educational  Institute  ” 
(for  so  the  school  is  styled)  has  a wide  and  flat- 
tering reputation.  Mr.  Witlock  opened  his 
school  without  the  prospect  of  a single  student, 
vet  the  first  year  he  began  with  eight,  while  the 
attendance  now  averages  some  forty  the  year 
round.  There  is  accommodation  for  two  hun- 
dred scholars.  In  this  work  Mr.  Whitlock  gives 
special  attention  to  the  teaching  of  Spanish,  and 
he  prepares  students  for  entrance  to  any  profes- 
sion. He  has  always  been  a great  student  him- 
self, is  a representative  self-made  man,  one  who- 
has  one  won  every  battle  in  life,  and  so  far  has 
met  with  no  reverses.  Politically,  he  is  a Re- 
publican but  not  an  active  one,  though  he  has 
frequently  been  offered  public  positions  of  trusts. 
In  religious  faith  he  and  his  family  are  Congre- 
gationalists. 

On  September  25,  1888,  Mr.  Whitlock  was 
married  to  Miss  Anna  B.  Smith,  born  February 
26,  i860,  a daughter  of  William  and  jane  (Fil-- 
low)  Smith,  the  former  of  whom  was  a prosper- 
ous farmer  of  Wilton,  Conn.  Bv  this  union 
there  was  one  child,  Gaylord  G.,  born  November 
24,  1889. 

Augustus  Whitlock,  father  of  the  subject  of 
these  lines,  was  born  in  4825,  in  South  Wilton, 
and  received  his  education  at  the  common  schools 
of  the  locality,  although  he  was  for  the  most 
part  self-educated.  In  1847  he  established  a 
school  for  boys  at  Wilton,  which  he  continued 
until  his  death  in  1895.  As  a mathematician  he 
had  not  his  superior  in  his  day,  and  his  fame  ex- 
tended over  the  State  and  far  beyond.  He  was 
such  a thorough  educator,  and  so  much  beloved1 
and  esteemed  by  his  pupils  that  he  invariably 
left  the  impression  of  his  character  upon  them. 
For  many  years  he  was  superintendent  of  schools, 
and  also  a trustee.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a 
stanch  Methodist,  ardently  devoted  to  his  Church 
and  its  work,  and  was  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school for  several  years. 

On  October  18,  1853,  Augustus  Whitlock  was- 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emily  D.  Davenport, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah  (Gaylord)  Daven- 
port, of  Wilton,  Conn.,  and  four  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  Minnie,  deceased;  Louisa, 

who  married  C.  Borda;  Charles  W.,  our  subject; 
and  Carrie,  deceased  wife  of  A.  E.  Winchester. 


JOSEPH  H.  WILLIAMS.  For  nearly  two- 
hundred  years  the  family  of  Williams  has 
played  a prominent  part  in  the  local  history 
of  Fairfield  county.  The  great-grandfather  of 
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the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  sketch  was  Elnathan  Williams,  who 
was  born  in  1729,  and  died  October  23,  1815. 
He  was  a tanner  and  currier  by  trade.  He  had 
a brother  who  took  part  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  was  captured  and  imprisoned  by  the 
British  in  New  York.  Whether  he  attempted  to 
escape  or  whether  he  was  overcome  by  the  terri- 
ble sufferings  endured  by  the  imprisoned  patriots 
will  never  be  known,  as  he  was  never  heard  from 
afterward.  Elnathan  Williams  married  Hannah 

. , who  was  born  in  1738  and  died  June 

28,  1818.  Among  their  children  was  Elnathan, 
Jr.,  a hotelkeeper,  who  was  born  in  1766  and 
died  July  4,  1856.  He  married  Abigail  Bradley, 
daughter  of  Enos  Bradley,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  four  children:  David,  Bradley,  Peter 

and  Hanford. 

David  Williams  was  born  in  1782,  and  passed 
his  boyhood  days  in  Easton,  later  engaging  in 
farming.  He  married  Olive  Treadwell,  a daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Treadwell,  and  their  children  were: 
Huldah,  Bradley,  Abbie,  and  Nathan,  all  de- 
ceased, and  Joseph  H.  David  Williams  was  an 
ardent  Democrat  in  his  political  belief.  He  con- 
tributed to  the  support  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  a member.  He 
died  December  10,  1856,  preceded  two  years  by 
his  devoted  helpmeet,  who  had  passed  away  Oc- 
tober 28,  1854. 

Joseph  H.  Williams  was  born  June  13,  1829. 
and  was  reared  to  the  habits  of  industry  and 
economy  peculiar  to  the  citizens  of  the  old  Col- 
onial States,  and  attended  the  public  schools. 
He  was  naturally  a thoughtful  child,  and  always 
seemed  to  possess  the  wisdom  that  belonged  to 
mature  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he 
came  to  his  present  residence  in  Trumbull,  which 
he  inherited  from  Josiah  French,  whose  wife  was 
an  aunt  of  Mrs.  Williams. 

On  October  20,  1852,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Electa  Ann,  a daughter  of  Hezekiah 
Gould,  of  Weston,  Conn.  Two  children  have 
blessed  this  union:  Hezekiah  Gould,  who  mar- 

ried Augusta  Curtis,  and  is  now  deceased;  David 
H.  (deceased),  who  married  Marietta  Ward,  and 
was  the  father  of  four  children — Mary  Olive,  Ruth 
Electa,  Joseph  H.  and  Leland  Morton. 

Mr.  Williams  is,  by  conviction,  a Democrat, 
and  has  held  a number  of  important  offices.  In 
, 883-84,  he  represented  his  district  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  left  a record  that  cannot  fail  to 
be  a matter  of  pride  to  him,  and  of  satisfac- 
tion to  those  who  elected  him.  He  has  also 
served  as  collector  and  treasurer  of  the  town  de- 
posit fund  of  Trumbull.  In  religious  belief  he  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 


which  he  has  been  steward  for  many  years;  Mrs. 
Williams  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
His  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  is  in  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  gives  evidence  of  the 
system  and  thrift  of  the  owner.  Within,  all  is 
cheerful  and  homelike,  and  a hearty  welcome  is 
accorded  each  and  every  one  who  crosses  the 
threshold. 


JAMES  M.  and  WILLIAM  H.  WILSON, 
leading  lumber  dealers  and  contractors  in 
Fairfield  township,  Fairfield  county,  Conn., 
engaged  in  business  under  the  firm  name  of  J. 
M.  Wilson  & Bro. , have  for  many  years  been 
foremost  in  their  line  in  this  section,  where  they 
are  highly  respected  as  they  are  well  known. 
They  are  sons  of  Henry  G.  and  Eliza  (Provost) 
Wilson,  the  former  being  the  founder  of  the  busi- 
ness now  conducted  by  his  sons,  which  he  carried 
on  with  remarkable  success  for  many  years  before 
his  death. 

Henry  G.  Wilson,  better  known  as  “Captain 
Wilson,”  was  born  August  23,  1819,  on  Wilson's 
Highway,  in  Fairfield  township,  and  was  the  son 
of  Wakeman  and  Betsey  A.  (Glover)  Wilson. 
During  his  youth  he  attended  the  common 
schools  of  the  district,  and  became  considerable 
of  a reader  and  a well-informed  man.  Helearned 
the  carpenter’s  trade  under  his  father,  serving  a 
regular  apprenticeship,  and  worked  at  same  some 
years,  daily  going  on  foot  to  work  in  Black  Rock, 
five  miles.  He  finally  erected  a mill,  where  he 
first  commenced  the  sawmilling  business,  and 
later  bought  anpther  mill  which  stood  lower  down 
along  the  same  stream,  in  which  he  carried  on 
the  business  formerly  done  by  both,  discontinu- 
ing the  first  mentioned.  He  continued  in  this 
line  until  his  decease,  doing  a thriving  business  at 
a stand  where  for  years  the  trade  had  been  any- 
thing but  profitable,  and  by  the  exercise  of  in- 
dustry and  perseverance  became  one  of  the  ex- 
tensive and  widely  known  lumbermen  of  this  re- 
gion. His  prosperity  was  well  deserved,  for  it 
was  the  direct  result  of  energy,  patience  and  good 
management,  and  he  stood  as  high  among  his 
neighbors  and  fellow  citizens  as  he  did  in  com- 
mercial circles.  On  May  7,  1890,  while  occupied 
as  usual  with  business  affairs,  Mr.  Wilson  was 
struck  by  a train  at  Fairfield,  and  received  in- 
juries from  which  he  died  five  days  later.  He 
was  a man  of  great  individuality  and  strong,  forci- 
ble character,  one  whose  judgment  was  highly 
esteemed.  Mr.  Wilson  married  Eliza  Provost, 
daughter  of  Rebecca  (Van  Nice)  and  James  Pro- 
vost, the  former  a native  of  Matteawan,  N.  J > 
who  followed  her  husband  to  the  grave  March 
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1 8.  1892,  and  they  rest  side  by  side  in  Oaklawn 
cemetery.  This  anion  was  blest  with  two  sons — 
J.  M.  and  William  H.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson 
were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Greenfield  Hill.  His  political  sympathies  were 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  though  not  an 
active  politician  he  was  a regular  voter,  missing 
only  one  election,  on  which  occasion  he  paired 
off  with  a voter  of  the  opposite  party,  neither 
casting  a ballot. 

J.  M.  Wilson,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  J.  M.  Wilson  & Bro.,  was  born  May  18,  1850, 
on  Wilson’s  Highway,  on  his  father’s  land  in 
Fairfield  township,  and  received  the  chances 
afforded  by  the  neighboring  district  schools  for 
education.  From  early  manhood  his  time  out  of 
school  was  passed  assisting  his  father  in  the  mill, 
and  he  practically  grew  up  into  a knowledge  of 
the  business,  becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with 
its  many  details.  He  has  devoted  all  his  active 
life  to  this  business,  which  at  his  father’s  death 
passed  into  the  hands  of  himself  and  his  brother, 
and  they  have  proven  themselves  worthy  succes- 
sors to  a worthy  father,  for  they  have  not  suf- 
fered the  name  of  Wilson  to  lose  anything  of  in- 
tegrity or  ability  during  their  management. 
Their  plant  is  fully  equipped  for  the  reduction  of 
all  native  woods  into  marketable  condition,  and 
in  addition  to  the  milling  they  have  done  a large 
business  as  contractors,  for  years  taking  the  lead 
in  contracting  for  town  work,  in  which  they  have 
given  the  highest  satisfaction.  They  are  alto- 
gether known  everywhere  as  thrifty,  reliable 
business  men.  and  in  their  lifelong  career  in  the 
town  they  have  won  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  who  have  had  dealings  with  them.  Their 
land  holdings  in  this  locality  are  extensive,  and 
in  addition  to  their  business  property  both  have 
comfortable,  pleasant  homes.  Like  their  father 
before  them,  both  are  stanch  members  of  the 
Democratic  party,  though  in  local  affairs  they 
support  the  best  men  regardless  of  politics;  in 
fact  it  may  be  said  of  them  that  they  are  Demo- 
cratic in  national  matters,  and  Independent  in 
local  affairs. 

J.  M.  Wilson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Susie  V.  Stevens,  who  was  born  in  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  a daughter  of  C.  H.  Stevens,  and 
they  have  had  four  children:  Nellie  P.  and 
Stephen,  living;  and  Charles  H.,  who  was  killed 
by  a schoolmate  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a 
gun.  they  being  in  the  home  of  a neighbor  at 
play;  and  Helen  V.,  also  deceased. 

William  H.  Wilson  was  born  November  23, 
1854,  .at  the  old  family  home  on  Wilson’s  High- 
way in  Fairfield  township,  and  received  the  same 
advantages  in  youth  as  his  brother,  with  whom 


he  has  always  been  associated  in  business.  He 
married  Miss  Marion  H.  Case,  of  Easton,  Conn., 
daughter  of  J.  B.  Case,  and  who  comes  from  one  of 
the  best  families  of  that  neighborhood.  They 
have  three  children,  namely:  Leora,  Maud  and 
David,  all  living.  Mr.  Wilson  has  always  taken 
quite  an  interest  in  the  Grange,  and  has  been  one 
of  its  officers. 


THEOPHILE  W.  HAVfeE,  a first-class 
_ photographer  in  Stamford,  Fairfield  coun- 
ty, where  for  some  fifteen  or  more  years  he  has 
shown  his  adaptability  to  the  business,  and  his 
taste  as  an  artist  in  the  fine  work  he  has  given 
to  the  public,  is  a native  of  Paris,  France. 

August  Havle,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a carriage  manufacturer  in  Paris,  and  for 
years  made  vehicles  for  the  Royal  family.  Early 
in  life  Augustus  Hav6e,  father  of  our  subject, 
who  was  a native  of  the  French  capital,  sought  a 
change  of  climate  on  account  of  poor  health. 
He  went  to  Belgium,  thence  to  Holland  and 
Norway;  at  Christiania,  in  the  last  named  coun- 
try, establishing  and  carrying  on  a large  bleach- 
ery,  for  bleaching  muslin  goods.  In  1855  his 
wife,  who  was  Miss  Josephine  Gerette,  a native 
of  Belgium,  died,  which  caused  his  return  to 
Paris.  He  was  a pupil  of  the  inventor  Daguerre, 
who  was  the  father  of  the  daguerreotype  process, 
and  learned  the  art  from  him.  Subsequently  he 
returned  to  Christiania  and  practiced  the  art 
there,  and  he  was  the  only  one  engaged  in  the 
business  in  that  city.  He  died  there  in  1879, 
when  he  was  seventy-nine  years  of  age.  6f  the 
six  children  born  to  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Gerette  three  died  in  Norway;  a married  daugh- 
ter resides  at  Christiania,  Norway;  a son,  who 
was  a machinist  in  Australia,  is  supposed  to 
have  been  killed  by  cannibals,  together  with  his 
family;  Theophile  W.  is  the  subject  of  these 
lines. 

Theophile  W.  Hav£e  was  bom  April  23, 
1848.  Being  quite  young  at  the  time  his  father 
located  at  Christiania,  his  boyhood  was  passed 
chiefly  in  that  city.  He  received  a primary  edu- 
cation in  the  parochial  schools  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  When  he  was  seven  years  of 
age  he  began  learning  photography  under  bis  fa- 
ther, and  before  he  had  attained  his  fifteenth 
year,  he  started  in  that  business  for  himself  in  a 
little  village  in  Norway.  Subsequently  he  was 
in  business  for  about  one  year  at  Arvika,  Swe- 
den. He  then  went  to  St.  Petersburg,  Russia, 
and  from  there  to  Moscow,  thence  to  Abo,  a 
large  city  in  Finland,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
business  one  year.  From  Abo  he  went  to  Stock- 
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holm,  Sweden,  and  from  there  he  went  to  sea. 
In  the  fall  of  1879  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  first  worked  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  In  1881  he  came  to  Stamford,  and  was 
for  two  years  in  the  employ  of  photographer 
Hendricks.  After  this  service  he  went  to  New 
Canaan,  Fairfield  county,  and  was  there  three 
years  engaged  in  photography.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  he  returned  to  Stamford  and 
opened  a photograph  gallery  in  the  Quintard 
Block,  where  he  carried  on  business  until  in 
1894,  when  he  moved  to  Relay  Place,  where  he 
is  now  engaged  in  the  same  line.  He  is  master 
of  his  vocation,  in  fact  work  in  the  line  of  art 
sent  out  from  his  gallery  and  studio  is  excellent, 
and  will  compare  favorably  with  that  executed 
in  the  great  cities  of  this  country.  Mr.  Hav6e 
was  married  at  Gottenburg,  Sweden,  to  Miss 
Emily  Damm,  and  their  home  has  been  blessed 
with  the  birth  of  the  following  children:  "Will- 
iam, Louis,  Eddie,  and  Harry  (deceased).  Our 
subject  is  quite  prominent  in  the  societies  of 
Stamford.  He  is  a member  of  the  Turnverein; 
of  the  Corinthian  Yacht  Club;  of  the  Building 
and  Loan  Association;  of  the  Swedish  Beneficial 
Society;  of  the  New  England  Order  of  Protec- 
tion; of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees;  of  Rip- 
powam  Lodge.  I.  0.  O.  F. ; of  the  Masonic 
Chapter,  and  of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 


CHARLES  C.  PERRY,  treasurer  of  the  South- 
port  Savings  Bank,  Southport,  is  one  of  the 
borough’s  representative  business  men,  and  is 
widely,  aad  favorably  identified  with  the  financial 
interests  of  the  county  at  large. 

The  genealogy  of  the  Perry  family  in  America, 
of  which  the  gentleman  here  mentioned  is  a 
worthy  member,  as  far  as  has  been  ascertained, 
commences  with  Richard  Perry,  “the  emigrant,” 
who  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the  records  of  the 
New  Haven  Colony,  prior  to  1650,  as  “Mr. 
Richard  Pery,”  often  as  a “freeholder,”  and  at 
one  time  as  “Secretarie  of  the  Court  of  New 
Haven.”  In  1647  he  “had  liberty  to  go  a void- 
age."  These  memoranda  indicate  that  he  was  a 
a man  of  substance  and  note  in  that  colony;  and 
from  him  the  Perry  family  in  Fairfield  county  is 
supposed  to  descend.  The  ancestral  lineage  of 
our  subject  is " as  follows:  Nathaniel,  son  of 

Richard  Perry,  was  a clothier;  died  in  January, 
1682.  His  eldest  son,  Joseph,  born  16 77,  a 
wheelwright  by  trade,  died  1753.  His  eldest 
son,  Joseph,  Jr.,  born  1713.  was  a miller  by 
trade.  His  eldest  son,  Peter,  born  1739,  was 
also  a miller.  His  third  son,  Walter,  our  sub- 


ject's grandfather,  born  at  Fairfield  January  12, 
1770,  died  March  1,  1831. 

Walter  Perry,  the  last  named,  was  a merchant 
and  shipowner  at  Southport,  and  a man  of 
means.  He  married  Elizabeth  B.  Sturgis,  who 
was  born  February  2.  1 772,  a daughter  of  Joseph 
Sturgis,  and  died  April  1,  1837.  Issue:  (1)  El- 
bert, born  October  17,  1794,  died  July  20,  1820. 
(2)  Narcissa,  bt>rn  July  to,  1796,  died  November, 
1854;  she  married  (first)  a Mr.  Whitmore,  by 
whom  she  had  children ; her  second  husband  was 
a Mr.  Hitchcock.  (3)  Austin  is  mentioned  more 
fully  farther  on.  (4)  Emily,  born  February  20, 
1801,  married  a Mr.  Smith.  (5)  Walter  B., 
born  March  28,  1803,  died  October  4,  1817. 
(6)  William  P.,  born  August  16,  1805,  died 
February,  1832.  (7)  Gurdon,  born  October  12, 

1807,  died  December  15,  1869.  (8)  Elizabeth, 

born  April  10,  18 to.  (9)  Delia,  born  March 
31,  1813,  died  unmarried  November  2,  1876. 
(10)  Oliver  H.,  born  February  21,  1815,  died 
March  27,  1882,  was  one  of  Fairfield  county's 
best  known  men;  his  long  service  in  the  Con- 
necticut Legislature  is  a matter  of  history;  in 
1 854  he  was  secretary  of  the  Legislature:  in  1859- 
60  he  was  speaker  of  the  House;  he  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Southport  Savings  Bank,  and 
its  treasurer  from  1865  till  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  in  every  respect  he  represented  the  highest 
type  of  citizenship.  (Judge  J.  H.  Perry,  of 
Southport,  was  his  eldest  son). 

Austin  Perry,  father  of  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  was  born  September  5,  1798.  >° 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  but  was  reared  in  Southport, 
where  he  received  his  education.  He  first  com- 
menced business  in  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  after- 
ward, until  his  retirement  some  time  in  the  "for- 
ties.” conducting  a general  store  in  Southport, 
Conn.  On  October  20,  1819,  at  Fredericks- 
burg, Va.,  he  married  Miss  Emily  Milna,  who 
was  born  December  1 1,  1800,  a daughter  of 
Colin  and  Elizabeth  Milna,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a Southern  gentleman  of  Scotch  descent. 
A brief  record  of  the  children  born  to  this  union 
is  as  follows:  (1)  Elizabeth  P.,  born  at  Freder- 

icksburg, Va.,  August  16,  1820,  was  married, 
September  20,  1841,  to  William  H.  Guion,  of 
New  York,  and  died  at  Southport,  Conn.,  at  the 
old  homestead,  August  24,  1895.  (2)  Mary  A., 

born  at  Greenfield,  Conn.,  May  4,  1823,  is  now 
living  at  Danbury,  and  is  the  widow  of  Roger 
Averill,  to  whom  she  was  married  September  18, 
1861.  (3)  Delia  F.,  born  at  Greenfield,  March 

30,  1825,  died  unmarried,  June  10,  1877.  (4) 
Anna  V.,  born  at  Greenfield,  October  23,  1827, 
married  Claudius  B.  Hall,  and  lives  at  Racine, 
Wis.  (5)  Elbert,  born  in  Southport,  August  6, 
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1829,  died  June  24,  1855,  in  New  York,  where 
he  was  connected  with  a wholesale  carpet  house. 

(6)  Emily  Milna,  born  in  Southport,  July  to, 
1832,  died  there,  unmarried,  September  23,  1864. 

(7)  Charles  A.,  born  in  Southport,  February  12, 
1834,  died  when  five  months  and  sixteen  days 
old.  (8)  O.  H.,  born  April  13,  1837,  died  May 
5,  1876,  at  Hartford,  Conn.  (9)  Charles  C., 
our  subject,  is  the  youngest.  The  father  of  this 
family  passed  from  earth  September  19,  1864, 
the  mother  on  May  15,  1869,  and  they  lie  buried 
in  Oaklawn  cemetery.  They  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Church  of  that 
denomination  at  Southport,  from  the  Fairfield 
Church.  In  1834  he  built  the  home  in  South- 
port  where  his  son  Charles  C.  now  lives. 

Charles  C.  Perry  was  born  April  2,  1841,  in 
the  house  where  he  now  has  his  home  and  which 
he  owns,  in  Southport,  and  attended  the  schools 
of  the  borough,  one  of  his  old  teachers  being  a 
Mr.  Edmunds.  When  fourteen  years  old  his 
schooling  was  interrupted  through  sickness,  but 
on  his  recovery  he  attended  Greens  Farms 
Academy  under  Mr.  Adams,  after  which  he  com- 
menced clerking  for  Allen  Nichols,  in  Southport, 
with  whom  he  remained  some  five  years,  his 
salary  for  the  first  year  being  $50.  Subsequently 
he  was  employed  in  a New  York  banking  house 
for  a short  time,  then  in  an  insurance  office;  but 
returning  to  Connecticut,  he  accepted  a position 
in  Benedict  & Nichols’  retail  dry-goods  store  at 
Danbury,  where  he  remained  until  May  27,  1868, 
about  which  time  he  secured  the  appointment  as 
teller  in  the  Southport  Savings  Bank.  In  March, 
1882,  on  the  death  of  O.  H.  Perry,  our  subject 
succeeded  to  the  treasurership  of  the  bank,  and 
has  since  continued  uninterruptedly  in  that 
position. 

Mr.  Perry  has  been  twice  married,  first  time, 
January  15,  1878,  to  Miss  Jennie  Austin,  who 
died  July  5,  1881.  On  October  14,  1885.  at  the 
residence  of  the  bride’s  half-brother,  Elmore  G. 
Alvord,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  by  Rev.  H.  A. 
Davenport,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Anna  S. 
Skiff,  of  Greens  Farms,  Conn. ; she  died  Novem- 
ber 12,  1896,  at  Torrington.  Conn.  In  religious 
faith  Mr.  Perry  is  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Society,  of  which  he  has  served  as  treas- 
urer and  clerk  some  thirteen  years.  In  politics 
he  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  he  is  no  aspirant 
for  office.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Arcanum  Lodge 
No.  41,  at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 

• The  name  of  Charles  C.  Perry  is  a synonym 
for  honesty  and  worth,  his  dealings  have  been 
and  are  characterized  by  a straightforward,  hon- 
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orable  business  policy,  and  he  therefore  well 
merits,  and  receives,  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him. 


TjJlJPILLIAM  P.  ENGLISH,  a prominent  cit- 
1 Vm  izen  of  Bethel,  is  the  senior  member  of 
the  Fountain  Cigar  Company  of  that  place,  one 
of  the  best- known  firms  in  the  tobacco  trade. 
They  manufacture  a number  of  noted  brands,  and 
their  name  is  especially  identified  with  the  “Seal 
of  Connecticut,"  a popular  cigar,  the  “ American 
Beauty,’’  and  the  famous  “Silk  Hat  " cigar. 

Mr.  English  was  born  March  20,  1857.  in 
the  town  of  Newtown,  this  county, and  is  of  Irish 
parentage.  William  English,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  1814,  in  County  Tipperary, 
Ireland,  and  for  some  years  of  his  manhood  was 
a dealer  in  horses  and  cattle  in  that  locality.  In 
1849  he  came  to  America,  and  after  working  for 
a time  as  a bridge  builder  on  the  old  Danbury  & 
Norwalk  railroad,  he  removed  to  Hawleyville, 
and  later  to  Newtown,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  the  fall  of  1856.  In  1868  he  bought  the 
old  homestead  of  the  late  John  B.  Dettel,  in 
Bethel,  and  his  death  occurred  there  in  1881. 
He  became  naturalized  as  a citizen  of  the  United 
States  in  1857,  and  always  took  much  interest  in 
a quiet  way  in  the  questions  of  the  day,  being  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  In  re- 
ligious faith  he  was  a Catholic,  and  his  children 
were  reared  in  that  faith.  He  was  married  at 
Goshen,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Bridget  O’Connor,  a na- 
tive of  County  Kerry,  Ireland,  who  survives  him 
and  resides  in  Bethel.  They  had  seven  children, 
of  whom  only  two  are  now  living:  William  P. 

and  Charles  J.,  of  Bethel. 

Until  he  was  about  eleven  years  old  Mr. 
English,  our  subject,  remained  at  the  homestead 
in  Newtown,  and  after  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  Bethel  he  continued  to  attend  the  district 
school  while  assisting  on  the  farm;  he  also 
worked  on  the  Bethel  Branch  railroad,  driving 
horses.  In  1875  he  began  to  learn  the  hatter’s 
trade  with  George  G.  Durant;  for  eight  years 
worked  for  this  employer,  and  two  years  for 
George  H.  Hickok,  but  in  1884  he  gave  up  the 
trade  and  began  selling  cigars  for  Ben  Meyers. 
In  August  of  that  year  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cigars  in  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Charles,  their  establishment  being  located  on 
the  farm  in  the  Stony  Hill  District.  Fire  de- 
stroyed their  plant  in  August,  1886.  and  they 
removed  to  the  old  “ Weed  House”  in  the  same 
district,  but  in  the  fall  of  that  year  they  pur- 
chased the  Corning  place  in  Bethel  and  trans- 
ferred their  business  again.  During  the  follow- 
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ing  year  they  built  what  is  known  as  the  English 
Brothers'  block  in  Bethel,  and  in  the  fall  of  1887 
they  opened  a retail  tobacco  store  at  the  place 
now  occupied  by  the  Bethel  Pharmacy,  their 
business  of  manufacturing  being  also  carried  on 
there.  In  July,  1888,  our  subject  gave  up  the 
business,  but  after  working  for  a year  at  his 
trade  with  Judd  & Co.,  he  organized  the  firm  of 
English  & Lynn,  now  the  Fountain  Cigar  Com- 
pany, and  began  business  at  the  present  location, 
an  the  rear  of  the  English  Brothers’  block  on 
Center  street. 

On  October  26,  1887,  Mr.  English  was  mar- 
ried, in  Bethel,  to  Miss  Nora  Crowe,  daughter  of 
Anthony  Crowe,  a well-known  citizen.  Of  their 
four  children,  the  first  three — Charles  E.,  Mary 
and  Julia — are  living,  and  the  youngest  — Regina 
— died  at  the  age  of  eight  months.  The  family 
owns  a fine  residence  on  Grand  street.  Bethel, 
and  are  connected  with  St.  Mary’s  R.  C.  Church. 
Mr.  English  has  served  five  years  as  a member 
of  the  Connecticut  Militia;  at  present  he  belongs 
to  the  fraternity  called  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
of  which  he  was  its  originator  here,  and  its  first 
Grand  Knight.  In  politics  he  has  always  been 
a Democrat,  and  he  is  one  of  the  leading  ad- 
visers of  the  party  in  his  locality,  having  served 
four  years  as  chairman  of  the  town  committee, 
and  is  holding  the  same  at  the  present  time. 


I FREDERICK  KEMPER,  for  twenty-five  years 
the  efficient  deputy  sheriff  of  this  county, 
and  also  constable,  as  well  as  a popular  business 
man  of  his  locality,  is  a native  of  the  county, 
born  April  io,  1848,  at  Westport. 

Mr.  Kemper  is  a grandson  of  Charles  M. 
Kemper,  who  was  a native  of  Hudson.  N.  Y., 
and  a son  of  Frederick  A.  Kemper,  born  Novem- 
ber 2,  1819,  at  Hudson,  N.  Y.  The  latter,  when 
a boy  of  thirteen  years  of  age  (1832),  shipped  on 
a whaling  vessel,  and  for  twelve  years  was  en- 
gaged in  that  line.  After  his  marriage,  in  1847, 
to  Mary  Ann  Race,  a daughter  of  Cornelius  Race, 
of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  of  Holland  stock,  the  young 
couple  settled  in  Westport,  Conn.,  where  for  a 
short  period  the  husband  conducted  a grocery 
business,  thence  he  went  to  Hudson  and  sailed 
a sloop  on  the  Hudson  river;  next  he  again  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business,  this  time  at  Kin- 
derhook.  N.  Y.  From  this  business  he  became 
occupied  in  farming  near  the  same  town,  then 
again  returned  to  Hudson  and  thence  to  Cat- 
skill,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  farming  pursuits 
some  five  years  (from  1854  to  1859).  In  the  lat- 
ter year  he  came  to  Westport  and  here  resided 
one  year,  then  located  on  a farm  near  Saratoga, 


where  he  remained  until  1862.  From  1862  to 
1865  he  was  a grocer  at  Westport,  and  from 
1867  until  his  death  (January  19,  1876)  he  car- 
ried on  a meat  market  in  the  same  place.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  April  8,  1823,  survived  him 
him  until  in  1884,  her  death  occurring  April  21, 
that  year.  Their  children  were:  Frederick,  of  this 
sketch;  Arieanna  M.,  born  in  1850;  Cornelias 
B.,  in  1852;  Cora  B.,  in  1857;  and  Maggie  M., 
in  1859.  Of  these,  Arieanna  married  A.  M. 
Sorennus,  of  New  York,  but  is  now  a widow; 
Cornelius  B.  is  a painter  in  Westport;  Cora  B. 
married  George  W.  Jones,  a grocer  of  New  York; 
and  Maggie  M.  married  Frank  M.  Burkley,  of 
Bridgeport.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  views;  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Universalist  Church,  and 
they  were  most  excellent  people. 

Frederick  Kemper  (our  subject)  when  old 
, enough  began  assisting  his  father  in  the  different 
lines  of  business  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and 
for  many  years  prior  to  his  father’s  death  he  was 
engaged  in  the  meat  market  with  him.  In 
March,  1876,  he  assumed  the  conduct  of  the 
business  himself,  and  from  March  i,of  that  year, 
until  September  1,  1897,  he  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness alone.  He  is  an  honorable  and  upright 
man,  and  one  of  the  esteemed  citizens  of  West- 
port.  He  has  been  careful  and  judicious  in  his 
transactions,  and  is  numbered  among  the  success- 
ful business  men  of  his  place.  His  long  service 
to  the  public  in  his  official  relation  is  an  evidence 
of  his  ability,  and  of  the  confidence  his  fellow 
citizens  have  in  his  honesty  and  integrity.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company  of  the  Fire  Department  of  Westport, 
since  its  organization. 

On  December  5,  1878,  Mr.  Kemper  was  mar- 
ried to  Imogene  Weed,  a daughter  of  W.  A. 
Weed,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  the  union  has 
been  blessed  with  three  children,  namely.  Wini- 
fred, born  January  3,  1880;  Frederick  W.,  born 
in  May,  1881;  and  Helene,  born  January  26, 
1 895.  In  politics  the  father  of  these  is  a Repub- 
lican; formerly  he  was  a Democrat. 


BOBERT  WEBER,  the  genial  town  clerk  of 

Bridgeport,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  is  a native 

of  Koenigsbronn,  Kingdom  of  Wurttemberg,  Ger- 
many, and  comes  of  a family  who  for  genera- 
tions had  lived  in  that  town  and  were  ranked 
among  its  honored  and  industrious  working 
people. 

John  George  Weber,  the  grandfather  of  Robert 
Weber,  was  born  in  Koenigsbronn  in  1782,  learned 
the  trade  of  a mason  and  builder,  and  followed 
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of  Heinrich  and  Barbara  Koehler  tl- 
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institutions— the  Emergency  Hospital  and  Pub- 
lic Dispensary— in  whose  establishment  he  was 
the  prime  mover. 


CHIEF  GEORGE  BOWMAN,  the  present 
efficient  and  popular  Chief  of  Police  and 
L-nief  of  the  Fire  Department  of  Stamford,  Fair- 
held  county,  has  been  a conspicuous  figure  about 
Stamford  for.  nearly  twenty  years. 

Born  May  12,  1852,  in  Fifeshire,  Scotland, 
he  was  brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents 
when  Jie  was  only  six  months  old,  so  he  is 
Ameri^i  reared  and  educated.  George  Bow- 
man his  father,  was  a native  of  Scotland,  born 
Jn  the  city  of  Glasgow.  When  a young  man  he 
learned  the  baker  s trade,  and  on  coming  to 
America,  in  1852,  he  landed  in  New  York  City 
where  for  a short  time  he  followed  his  trade 
then  went  to  West  Point,  N.  Y.,  and  there  enl 
tered  the  employ  of  the  Military  Post  at  that 
place,  remaining  in  the  capacity  of  baker  for  four 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  returned 
to  New  York,  and  was  in  the  bakery  business 
there  some  five  years,  then  selling  out  worked 
for  a time  at  pie  baking.  In  1889  he  engaged  in 
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the  general  baking  business  again  in  New  York, 
in  which  he  continued  till  his  death  in  1892.  He 
was  a most  capable  man  in  his  line  of  business, 
and  was  a good  citizen  of  his  adopted  country. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Leighton,  a native  of 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  to  them  were 'born: 
Margaret  (Mrs.  William  Taylor),  of  New  York 
City;  George  (our  subject);  Francis  L.  (killed  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  by  falling  from  a building 
in  Central  Park,  New  York  City);  James,  of  Long 
Island;  John  (deceased);  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Joseph 
Hall),  of  Long  Island;  Jessie  (Mrs.  William 
Young),  of  New  York  City;  and  Marion  (Mrs. 
Clifford  Waldo),  also  of  New  York  City.  The 
mother  of  these  died  in  1895.  She  was  a most 
estimable  woman,  and  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

George  Bowman  was  reared  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  at  an  early  age  began  to  do  for 
himself.  At  thirteen  he  commenced  driving  a 
delivery  wagon  for  an  acquaintance  of  his  father 
who  carried  on  a bakery,  and  was  so  occupied 
for  one  year.  At  fourteen  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Company,  and  was 
in  their  factory  in  New  York  City  for  five  years. 
Following  this  he  went  to  Ilion,  N.  Y.,  and  for 
two  years  was  employed  in  the  general  sewing- 
machine  department  and  in  the  general  machine 
shop,  respectively,  of  the  Remington  Company, 
remaining  with  that  company  until  1878.  Soon 
after  going  to  Ilion  he  became  connected  with  the 
Volunteer  Fire  Department  of  the  village,  and 
from  that  time  until  he  left  the  village  in  1878, 
he  served  the  department  in  all  the  offices,  in- 
cluding that  of  chief  engineer.  In  1878  he  again 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine 
Company,  this  time  in  their  works  at  Elizabeth, 
N.  J-.  remaining  there  six  months;  then  went  to 
New  York  City,  and  for  a short  time  was  in  the 
employ  of  a Mr.  Stewart,  who  was  manufactur- 
ing Singer  sewing  machines.  After  this  he  again 
went  to  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  where  for  six  months 
he  was  in  the  tool  department  of  the  Singer  Sew- 
ing Machine  Company.  He  next  worked  as  a 
machinist  for  the  Cary  & Mowen  Wire-Hrawing 
Manufacturing  Company.  From  that  company 
he  went  to  Peekskill,  N.  Y. , and  in  a similar  es- 
tablishment there  had  charge  of  the  machine  de- 
partment. In  the  latter  part  of  1880  he  came  to 
Stamford,  Conn.,  and  entered  the  tool  depart- 
ment of  the  Yale  & Towne  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. After  serving  five  months,  he  was  engaged 
by  the  Novelty  Corset  Company,  of  New  York, 
to  take  charge  of  the  machinery  in  their  press 
room.  He  remained  there  fourteen  months,  and 
then  returned  to  the  Yale  & Towne  Company, 
taking  charge  of  the  press  and  key  department. 


With  that  company  he  remained  twejve  years. 
In  1885  he  was  made  assistant  chief  of  theStam- 
ford  Fire  Department,  aqd  in  1887  he  was  ap- 
pointed chief.  In  1894  hfe  was  appointed  chief 
of  Police  and  chief  of  the  Fire  Department  for  a 
term  of  four  years.  On  April  1 0,  1 899,  he  was 
re-appointed  chief  of  Police — term  unlimited,  or 
during  good  behavior;  and  same  date  was  re-ap- 
pointed  chief  of  the  Fire  Department— term  four 
years.  Chief  Bowman  is  a thorough  machinist, 
and  is  otherwise  admirably  constituted  and 
adapted  for  the  position  he  holds.  He  is  an 
efficient  and  vigilant  officer,  and  as  a testimony 
of  the  appreciation  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  as- 
sociates he  was,  on  May  12,  1894,  presented  by 
them  with  a beautifully  engraved  gold  badge  as 
chief  of  Police.  He  is  very  popular,  too,  and 
his  recent  re-appointment  was  endorsed  by  both 
political  parties.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of 
Union  Lodge  No.  5.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  of  Rippo- 
wam  Lodge  No.  24,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  also  of  Wassa- 
cusse  Encampment,  and  of  Canton  Thomas  Wil- 
ey of  the  latter  order.  He  is  also  identified  with 
Excelsior  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  and  is  a memberof 
the  Caledonia  Club  in  New  York  City.  On 
August  24,  1893,  Chief  Bowman  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Davis,  a daughter  of  Capt.  Theodore 
Davis,  of  Stamford. 


Tj^REDERICK  W.  CURTISS,-  park  commis- 
Jr  sioner  of  Shelton,  was  born  in  Huntington 
township,  Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  May  18, 1840, 
about  where  the  paper-mill  now  stands.  He  is 
a son  of  Morgan  and  Margaret  Owen  (Curtiss) 
Curtiss. 

The  earliest  mention  of  any  one  by  the  name 
of  Curtiss  on  the  town  record  of  Stratford  is  in 
1652,  excepting  the  entry  of  children's  births, 
and  in  records  we  read  of  the  widow,  Elizabeth 
Curtiss,  mother  of  John  and  William  Curtiss. 
Her  will,  made  in  1658,  mentions  these  two 
children,  and  Mary,  daughter  of  her  son,  Thomas. 
There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  Elizabeth 
Curtiss  was  a widow  when,  with  her  sons,  she 
came  from  England,  and  her  sons  were  then 
nearly  if  not  quite  of  adult  age.  Her  will  was 
dated  November  4,  1658,  and  she  died  soon 
afterward,  in  the  same  year.  Her  children 
were  John,  born  in  1611,  married  Elizabeth 
Wells,  and  died  in  1707;  William,  born  probably 
in  1613,  and  died  December  21,  1702:  his  will 
bearing  date  December  15,  1702.  Elizabeth 
Wells,  wife  of  John  Curtiss,  died  in  1682.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  John,  born  in  October, 
1642,  married  Hannah  Hamberly,  and  died  « 
1686;  Israel  or  Samuel,  born  in  April,  i644> 
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died  in  October,  1704;  Elizabeth,  born  in  May, 
1647;  Thomas,  born  in  1648  or  1649;  Joseph, 
born  in  November,  1650,  went  to  Wallingford, 
and  there  married  Bethia  Booth;  Benjamin, 
born  in  September,  1652,  married  Esther,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Judson,  and  Hannah,  born  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1654,  married  Benjamin  Lewis. 

Joseph  Curtiss  married  Bethia  Booth,  Novem- 
ber 9,  1676,  and  by  her  had  children  whose 
names  with  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Eliza- 
beth, in  1677;  Anna,  in  1679;  Ephraim,  in  1684; 
Joseph,  in  1687;  Nathan,  in  1689;  Jonah,  in 
1692;  Bethiah,  in  1695,  and  Eleazer,  Ebenezer 
and  Eliphalei  (triplets),  in  1699. 

Ephraim  Curtiss  married  Elizabeth  Stiles,  in 
June,  1707,  and  by  her  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Stiles,  born  March  13,  1708;  Henry,  Octo- 
ber 12,  1709;  Anne,  August  31,  1711;  Phebe, 
August  29,  1713;  Elizabeth,  May  9.  171$.  and 
dieu October  I,  1716;  Ephraim,  August  30,  1717; 
Elizabeth,  October  12,  1719,  died  November  25, 
1720;  Martha,  November  26,  1721;  Ruth,  Octo- 
ber 27,  1723;  Edmund,  August  7,  1725;  Etna-' 
than,  January  4,  1726,  died  January  3,  1812; 
Bathsheba,  born  November  7,  1724. 

Elnathan  Curtiss  married  Sarah  Ufford  June 
7,  1745.  She  was  bom  February  15,  1728,  and 
died  May  19,  1807.  The  children  of  this  worthy 
couple  were  as  follows:  Charity,  born  Novem- 

ber 7,  1746,  died  February  23,  1753;  Ruth,  born 
May  27,  1748,  married  Luke  Sommers;  William, 
August  24,  1750;  Pheby,  August  30,  1752,  mar- 
ried Ezra  Birdsey;  Charity,  September  9,  1754. 
married  Joseph  Wooster;  Sarah,  May  3,  1757, 
married  G.  Tomlinson;  Annie,  January  27,  1759, 
died  December  2,  1839;  Stiles,  February  3, 
1761,  died  November  8,  1827;  Elle,  March  12, 
1763,  died  July  it,  1843;  and  Betsey,  November 
10,  1765,  died  February  10,  1793.  Elnathan 
Curtiss,  the  father  of  these  children,  died  January 
3,  1812. 

Stiles  Curtiss,  eighth  child  of  Elnathan  and 
Sarah  Curtiss,  married  Clara  Adams,  in  June, 
1781.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Hannah, 
born  September  18,  1782;  Susan,  January  3, 
1786;  Zepy,  July  14,  1789;  Joseph  and  Betsey. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  May  4,  1796, 
and  Mr.  Curtiss  married  Betsey  Hitchcock,  by 
whom  he  had  the  following  children:  Aaron, 

born  July  24,  1798;  Sally,  January  1 1 , 1800, 
married  Albert  Hotchkiss;  Morgan,  January  11, 
1802;  Polly,  December  7,  1803;  and  Stiles,  Sep- 
tember 3,  1806.  Stiles  Curtiss,  father  of  these 
children,  died  November  8,  1827,  and  his  second 
wife  died  April  29,  1816. 

Morgan  Curtiss  married  Margaret  Owen  Cur- 
tiss, daughter  of  Daniel  Curtiss,  February  13, 


1833,  and  by  her  had  the  following  children: 
Jane  Pixlee,  born  December  31,  1833;  Franklin, 
bora  December  6,  1835,  *s  a farmer  in  Nevada, 
Iowa;  Charles  Henry,  bora  November  11,  1837, 
is  a manufacturer  of  ladies’  furnishing  goods  in 
Detroit,  Mich;  Frederick  William,  born  May  18, 
1840;  and  Margaret,  born  April  9,  1850.  Mor- 
gan Curtiss,  father  of  these  children,  died  Sep- 
tember 30,  1881,  and  his  wife  died  March  20, 
1868. 

Jane  Pixlee  Curtiss  married  Robert  C.  Nara- 
more,  September  24,  1854:  Franklin  Curtiss 
married  Maggie  Schmitz,  October  28,  i860; 
Charles  Henry  Curtiss  married  Fannie  C.  Spen- 
cer, July  16,  1868;  and  Frederick  William  Cur- 
tiss married  Sarah  Matilda  Curtiss,  May  10, 
1868  (she  died  November  28,  1880). 

Following  is  the  genealogy  of  Margaret 
Owen  Curtiss,  wife  of  Morgan  Curtiss,  and 
mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch:  Stiles 
Curtiss,  son  of  Ephraim  Curtiss,  married  Re- 
becca Judson  in  1730.  and  by  her  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Sarah,  born  May  17,  1731; 

Elizabeth,  December  2,  1732;  Silas.  December 
23.  1734;  Elihu,  December  15,  1736;  Ephraim, 
March  27,  1739;  and  John,  May  1,  1741. 

John  Curtiss,  sixth  and  last  child  of  Stiles 
Curtiss,  married  Mary  Shelton,  and  by  her  had 
the  following  children:  Stiles,  born  September 

29,  1771;  Sarah,  April  13,  1769;  Judson,  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1774;  John,  February  8,  1778;  Eze- 
kiel. June  6,  1779;  Daniel,  April  8,  1*781 ; Har- 
riet, November  27,  1784;  and  Julia,  who  was 
baptized  in  February,  1791. 

Daniel  Curtiss,  sixth  child  of  John  Curtiss, 
married  Betsy  Pixlee,  in  January,  1810.  They 
had  the  following  children:  Mary  Elizabeth, 

born  November  2,  1810;  Sheldon  Pixlee,  May 
26,  1812;  Margaret  Owen,  October  19,  1813; 
Charles  Henry,  January  23,  1815;  Peter  Pixlee^ 
February  10,  1817,  and  died  May  io,  1817; 
Peter  Pixlee,  October  26,  1820;  and  Elizabeth 
Ann,  February  26,  1826:  The  children  of  Mor- 
gan and  Margaret  Owen  Curtiss  have  already 
been  enumerated. 

Five  brothers — Henry,  John,  Thomas,  Fran- 
cis Styles  and  another — came  to  America  in  1634, 
Francis  Styles  came  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  from 
Millbrook,  Bedfordshire,  England.  He  was  the 
fourth  of  five  brothers  and  had  two  sisters,  and 
he  was  baptized  August  1,  1602.  Ephraim 
Styles,  son  of  Francis,  married  twice,  his  first 
wife  being  Ruth,  daughter  of  Obadiah  Wheeler, 
his  second  wife  being  Bathsheba,  daughter  of 
Henry  Tomlinson.  Hediedjune  21,  1714,  and 
his  second  wife  died  in  1735. 

Elizabeth  Styles,  daughter  of  Ephraim  by 
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his  second  wife,  was  born  February  1 8,  1687, 
and  married  Ephraim  Curtiss  June  26,  1707. 

Francis  Styles  came  to  America  (as  stated 
above)  in  1634,  as  one  of  a party  sent  out  by 
Sir  Richard  Saltonstall  to  lay  out  the  grants 
claimed  by  him.  He  afterward  bought  of  Sir 
Richard  Saltonstall  land  in  what  is  now  Windsor, 
Conn.,  and  was  called  "Mr.,"  a title  that  was 
then  an  index  of  social  position,  and  which  is 
confirmed  in  the  town  records  of  1652,  which 
show  his  seat  at  church  directly  back  of  the 
minister’s  pew. 

With  reference  to  the  places  of  residence  of 
the  ancestors  of  Mr.  Curtiss  it  may  be  related 
that  Elnathan  Curtiss  was  the  first  of  the  family  to 
remove  to  the  house  which  formerly  stood  on  the 
site  where  now  lives  Mr.  W.  E.  Hine.  Mr.  Curtiss’ 
grandfather  lived  in  this  house,  and  his  father  lived 
in  a house  which  stood  where  the  pulp-mill  now 
stands.  And  then  as  to  their  occupations,  it 
should  be  related  that  Stiles  Curtiss  was  a farmer, 
owning  quite  a large  extent  of  land  from  the 
bridge  north  and  west  along  the  river.  He  served 
in  the  militia  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
Elnathan  Curtiss  was  one  of  the  officers  of  in- 
spection in  the  town  during  that  war. 

Morgan  Curtiss  was  a shoemaker  by  trade, 
and  became  a manufacturer  of  shoes  and  boots 
on  a large  scale.  From  1835  to  1850  he  had 
some  apprentices  and  several  journeymen,  a 
large  Southern  trade  and  altogether  an  extensive 
business  for  his  time.  He  and  George  Blake- 
man  at  one  period  of  their  career  were  accus- 
tomed to  go  to  New  Haven  to  buy  stock  and 
walk  back  home.  He  owned  the  fishing  rights 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  from  the  bridge  up, 
and  was  accounted  a good,  exemplary  citizen. 
Politically,  he  was  a Democrat  up  to  1 844,  when 
he  became  a Republican,  the  tariff  being  his 
hobby.  He  was  a man  of  broad  views,  well 
rounded  out,  and  he  attended  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Derby. 

Frederick  William  Curtiss  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Shelton,  completing  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  high  school  of  Derby  when  he 
was  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  of  age.  After 
teaching  school  one  year,  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  learning  the  wood  turner’s  trade.  Next 
he  became  a clerk  in  the  Birmingham  post  office 
under  Robert  C.  Naramore,  who  was  appointed 
by  President  Lincoln,  and  then  for  a period  of 
three  months  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness. He  then  enlisted  in  Company  D,  17th 
Conn.  V.  I. , and  served  two  years  and  ten 
months,  most  of  the  time  on  detached  service. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  employed  as 
superintendent  of  a skirt  manufactory  for  three 


years,  and  then  established  himself  in  the  gro- 
cery and  meat  business  in  Birmingham,  in  which 
he  was  engaged  for  twenty  years.  In  1887  he 
was  appointed  park  commissioner  of  Shelton,  a 
position  which  he  still  retains. 

For  two  years  Mr.  Curtiss  served  sis  burgess, 
and  for  the  same  length  of  time  as  warden.  In 
1891  he  was  appointed,  by  the  board  of  bur- 
gesses, street  commissioner,  which  position  he 
still  retains.  Politically,  he  has  always  been  a 
Republican.  He  is  a member  of  Ousatonic 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  also  of  Kellogg  Post,  G.  A. 
R.,  and  his  family  attended  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  and  his  wife  have  no  children. 


JOHN  NEWTON  WILLIAMS,  inventorof 
the  Williams  Typewriter,  was  born  at  Will- 
iamsburg, L.  I.,  July  20,  1840.  He  is  a son 
of  John  Newton  Williams,  who  was  bom  in  1817 
at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  and  is  a grandson  of  Joseph 
Williams,  who  was  a citizen  of  Lyons  Farms, 
New  Jersey. 

Joseph  Williams  was  a carpenter  and  builder 
by  trade,  and  throughout  the  principal  part  of 
his  active  life  was*  a resident  of  Lyons  Farms 
and  Newark,  N.  J.  He  was  a man  of  sterling 
character  and  strong  influence  for  good.  While 
he  was  not  prominent  in  public  affairs  yet  he  was 
always  interested  in  good  government,  and  lent 
his  aid  in  that  direction.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Lyon,  of  the  family  after  which  Lyons  Farms 
was  named,  and  which  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  of  the  families  of  that  part  of  the  State. 
Joseph  Williams  and  his  wife  had  three  children, 
as  follows:  Joseph  Lyon,  who  died  when  fourteen 
years  of  age;  John  Newton;  and  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried Edwin  O.  Hall,  who  went  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands  with  the  early  missionaries,  and  took  to 
those  islands  the  first  printing  press,  and  who 
there  became  a leading  planter  and  a wealthy 
man.  He  there  held  many  positions  of  trust. 
His  only  son,  W.  W.  Hall,  succeeding  him  in 
the  mercantile  business,  and  his  son-in-law, 
Peter  Cushman  Jones,  was  Minister  of  Finance 
under  the  Doyle  Government.  It  is  believed  that 
Joseph  Williams  was  a Presbyterian  in  religion, 
and  he  was  a man  of  character  and  influence  m 
his  community.  He  died  when  his  son,  John 
Newton,  was  about  six  years  qf  age. 

John  Newton  Williams  was  educated  in  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  and  in  the  City  of  New  York,  where 
he  for  some  time  was  a student  of  theology,  and 
where  he  was  for  several  years  a clerk  for  the 
Aspinwalls.  In  1844  he  went  to  Carlinville, 
111.,  where  he  took  charge  of  a Church  for  three 
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or  four  years.  From  Carlinville  he  went  to 
Litchfield,  Mich.,  and  thence  to  Bristol, ' Ind., 
and  still  later  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  preaching  at  all 
these  places  to  Presbyterian  and  Congregational 
Churches.  While  he  was  in  the  latter  place  he 
became  engaged  in  the  American  Sunday-school 
Union  work,  and  established  several  hundred 
Sunday-schools  and  organized  many  Churches 
throughout  the  country,  retaining  in  the  mean- 
time his  connection  with  the  Presbyterian  and 
Congregational  Churches.  He  went  from  that 
place  to  Lake  City,  and  later  to  Lake  Minne- 
tonka, Minn.,  at  which  place  he  lived  until  his 
death,  still  engaged  in  the  ministry.  He  was 
possessed  of  forceful  character,  of  great  energy, 
and  self-reliance,  and  with  all  his  other  charac- 
teristics was  a man  of  much  tact  and  a great 
peacemaker.  He  married  Susan  Amelia  Hal- 
stead, daughter  of  John  T.  Halsted,  of  New 
York  City,  and  by  her  had  twelve  children — six 
sons  and  six  daughters.  These  children  were 
as  follows:  Harriett  Elizabeth,  who  married 

Daniel  Andrews;  John  Newton,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Sarah  Louisa,  who  married  Capt. 
William  R.  Noble,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn. ; Edwin 
Oscar,  who  married  Emma  L.  Parker,  of  Pine 
Island,  Minn.,  and  has  one  son,  Roy  Parker,  and 
who  died  in  Little  Falls,  Minn.,  in  1896;  Susan 
Emily,  who  married  David  Robinson,  then  - of 
Connecticut,  but  now  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. ; 
Mary  Eliza,  who  married  Frank  Marvin,  of  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  and  who  is  now  deceased;  Milton 
Mathias,  who  married  Miss  Florence  Bennett,  of 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  who  is  president  of  the  Lit- 
tle Falls  Water  Company,  of  Little  Falls.  Minn., 
and  connected  with  other  prominent  interests 
Zlere  and  in  St.  Paul;  James  White,  who  lives  in 
Shelton,  and  who  married  Miss  Eva  Bailey,  of 
Lake  City,  Minn. ; Willis  Stetson,  who  married 
...  e Hubbard,  of  Lake  City,  Minn.,  and  is  now 
iving  in  London,  England,  and  who  is  a manu- 
a£t0rj-r  * ^ank  check  punch ; Evalina  Adelaide, 
T. died  single  in  1891;  Herbert  Ogden,  who 
ted  about  1883;  and  Ada  Florence,  who  married 
Alexander  M.  Drake,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.  John 
ewton  Williams,  the  father  of  these  children, 
illlio  ^eCern^er’  ^82,  and  the  mother  died  in 

, Newton  Williams,  the  subject  of  this 
f ,>  . was  educated  in  the  various  village 
liv  jj  10  the  several  villages  in  which  his  father 
e citing  his  school- boy  days  in  Michigan,  In- 
ana  and  Iowa.  He  received  but  little  educa- 
j.11  e*^ePt  'n  the  public  schools,  attending,  be- 
shnrt  hem>  a k'Rh  school  in  Dubuque  only  a 
.„v  i'me:  When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  quit 

0 entirely,  and  assisted  his  father,  who  was, 


at  the  time,  engaged  in  building  some  houses  at 
Dubuque,  Iowa.  At  eighteen  he  went  with  his 
father’s  family  to  Minnesota,  and  there  spent 
some  time  in  farming.  In  1862,  when  the  In- 
dian war  broke  out  on  the  Minnesota  frontier, 
Mr.  Williams  helped  to  organize  a volunteer  com- 
pany of  mounted  men  and  went  to  the  frontier. 
Soon  after  arriving  at  Fort  Ridgely,  he  saw  his 
first  Indian  fighting  with  the  party  sent  to  the 
relief  of  “Birch  Cooley;”  was  in  the  battle  of 
Wood  Lake  and  Yellow  Medicine,  and  assisted 
in  the  capture  of  several  hundred  Indians,  and 
the  recapture  at  La  Qui  Parle,  of  the  114  white 
prisoners — mostly  women  and  children — that  had 
been  held  for  weeks  in  the  Indian  camps.  After 
this  campaign  he  recruited  some  men  for  the 
Minnesota  Mounted  Rangers,  a regiment  raised 
for  frontier  service,  and  was  appointed  commis- 
sary sergeant  of  the  regiment.  Was  on  the  plains 
with  the  regiment  in  all  its  engagements  with  the 
Indians,  took  part  in  all  the  fighting  and  did 
special  scouting  work;  was  a good  rifle  and  pistol 
shot;  could  throw  a lasso  or  pick  up  a glove  from 
the  back  of  a galloping  horse;  and  once  shot  a 
buffalo  and  issued  the  meat  to  his  regiment,  then 
on  short  rations.  After  one  year  of  service  he 
was  mustered  out  with  his  regiment. 

Mr.  Williams  saw  a good  deal  of  border  war- 
fare in  that  section  of  the  country,  and  picked 
up  a smattering  of  the  Chippewa  and  Dakota 
languages.  The  Indians  were  finally  driven  across 
the  Missouri  river,  and  then  Mr.  Williams  was 
employed  as  a citizen  clerk  in  the  commissary 
and  quartermaster’s  departments  of  the  army  for 
several  years,  located  at  Fort  Snelling,  Fort 
Ridgely  and  Fort  Ripley.  After  remaining  in 
the  service  until  1866,  he  aided  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  a volunteer  company  to  go  up  to  the 
north  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  where  the  State 
geologist  had  found  gold  and  silver- bearing 
quartz.  This  company  started  from  St.  Paul  in 
mid-winter,  and  was  sixty  days  in  going  ninety 
miles,  from  Superior  to  Vermilion  lake,  at  which 
latter  place  they  remained  during  the  winter  and 
a part  of  the  following  summer,  returning  in 
birch-bark  canoes. 

Having  returned  from  this  expedition,  Mr. 
Williams  engaged  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments, and  invented  and  patented  a fanning  mill, 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  which  engaged  his 
attention  for  several  years.  In  1874  he  engaged 
in  breeding  and  rearing  high-bred  trotting  horses 
near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  later  at  Cynthiana 
and  Frankfort,  Ky.  While  in  Nashville  he  was 
in  partnership  with  Mr.  Ewing,  and  with  him 
owned  the  mare  “May  Queen,”  the  fastest 
trotter  in  the  State.  She  finally  went  to  Palo 
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Alto,  where  she  became  the  dam  of  May  King — 
sire  of  Bingen — and  other  noted  ones.  In  1879 
Mr.  Williams  went  to  Big  Stone  Lake,  Dakota, 
where  he  helped  to  organize  the  first  county 
government,  and  was  engaged  in  dealing  in  lands, 
in  surveying,  etc.  In  about  1881  he  engaged  in 
railroad  construction  work  on  the  L.  F.  & D. 
branch  of  the  N.  P.  R.  R.  (Northern  Pacific)  for 
De  Graff  & Co. , having  charge  of  bridge  building. 
After  being  thus  engaged  for  two  years  he  in- 
vented the  automatic  bank  check  punch,  the  first 
one  with  automatic  feed  ever  placed  on  the  mar- 
ket. This  punch  was  manufactured  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. , and  to  this  he  gave  his  attention  for  sev- 
eral years,  about  twenty  thousand  of  these 
punches  having  been  placed  upon  the  market. 
While  engaged  in  this  line  of  work  he  began  to 
work  upon  his  typewriter,  completing  a working 
model  in  July,  1889.  The  result  of  this  was  the 
Williams  Typewriter  of  to-day,  which  was  a rad- 
ical departure  from  all  others,  in  that  the  writing 
is  in  full  view  of  the  operator,  and  it  is  entirely 
without  a ribbon,  the  ribbon  being  supplanted  by 
a pad.  This  machine  is  protected  by  about  a 
dozen  patents  that  cover  some  two  hundred 
claims.  It  has  rapidly  grown  in  popular  favor, 
and  has  many  obvious  advantages,  and  already 
occupies  a prominent  place  in  the  typewriter  field. 
He  is  secretary  of  the  Williams  Typewriter  Com- 
pany, of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Williams  Typewriter  Company 
for  Europe. 

Mr.  Williams  has  made  a study  of  the  horse 
world,  and  is  an  authority  in  this  department  of 
knowledge.  He  is  a clear  thinker,  and  is  of  an 
analytical  turn  of  mind.  He  is  the  author  of 
some  articles  on  the  gaits  of  saddle  horses,  the 
first  series  of  the  kind  ever  published,  and  it  was 
given  a prominent  place  in  many  of  the  leading 
sporting  and  agricultural  papers. 

In  politics  Mr.  Williams  was  a Republican 
until  the  Presidential  campagn  of  1884,  when  he 
voted  for  President  Cleveland.  His  Church  affil- 
iations are  Episcopalian,  and  he  is  a highly  re- 
spected member  of  general  society. 

’ Mr.  Williams  was  married  in  1 884  to  Miss  Lu- 
cile  Wilde,  daughter  of  Richard  Wilde,  of  Newark, 
N.  J.,  and  a granddaughter  of  Henry  Wilde,  who 
came  from  England  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  when  he 
was  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  became  interested 
with  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen 
goods.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will- 
iams there  have  been  born  three  sons,  viz. : Mil- 
ton  Sanborn,  Lee  Henry  Wilde  and  Newton  Hal- 
sted.  Henry  Wilde  located  in  Birmingham, 
Conn.,  about  1850,  and  was  there  associated  for 
a time  with  Ed  N.  Shelton  and  others,  returning 


to  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  lived  till  his  recent 
death  at  the  age  of  ninety  years. 

A few  lines  as  to  the  Halsted  family  may  ap- 
propriately close  this  sketch:  John  T.  Halsted, 

father  of  Mr.  Williams’  mother,  was  a silver- 
smith, and  carried  on  his  business  at  the  north- 
east corner  of  Broad  and  Beaver  streets,  New 
York  City,  at  the  same  spot  where  his  father, 
Benjamin  Halsted,  had  carried  on  business  be- 
fore him.  The  Halsted  family  was  a most  re- 
spectable one,  and  belonged  to  the  Knickerbocker 
societies  of  the  City  of  New  York. 


JrOHN  H.  SCOFIELD  has  been  the  superin- 
1 tendent  of  the  Woodland  Cemetery  in  the 
town  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  lor 
more  than  twenty  years,  and  is  a well  and  favor- 
?Hv  known  resident  of  his  community.  He  is 
a native  of  the  county,  born  June  14,  1843,  at 
Shippan  Point,  son  of  John  D.  Scofield,  and 
grandson  of  John  Scofield,  who  lived  for  many 
years  in  the  town  of  Darien,  Fairfield  county. 

John  D.  Scofield  was  born  in  Huntington, 
L.  I.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  Darien,  learned  the  trades  of  carpenter  and 
shoemaker,  which  he  followed  to  some  extent, 
and  later  engaged  in  farming  on  Shippan  Point. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Ferris,  a native  of  Stam- 
ford, and  they  had  two  children:  John  H.  and 
Addison  E.,  of  Springdale.  The  father  died 
May  9,  1854,  at  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  the  mother 
on  July  4,  1 855,  at  Goshen,  N.  Y.  They  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  political 
sentiment  the  father  was  a Whig. 

The  boyhood  of  John  H.  Scofield  was  passed 
in  the  towns  of  Darien  and  Stamford,  he  in  each 
place  attending  the  public  schools.  On  June  14. 
1861,  the  day  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  he  en- 
listed in  the  2nd  New  York  State  Militia,  later 
known  as  the  82nd  N.  Y,  V.,  he  being  a member 
of  Company  C.  On  April  13,  1863,  he  trans- 
ferred to  the  navy,  from  which  he  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  July  1 1,  t^4> 
his  term  of  serving  having  expired.  On  July  3°' 
he  re-enlisted  in  the  navy  as  first-class  fireman, 
and  served  on  the  “Rescue”  and  the  “Arethusa, 
participating  in  the  bombardments  of  Forts  Wag- 
ner, Sumter,  Gregg,  Moultrie  and  the  city  of 
Charleston.  While  in  the  infantry  he  took  part 
in  the  engagements  at  Goose'  Creek,  siege  of 
Yorktown,  West  Point,  Fair  Oaks,  Peach  Or- 
chard Station,  Savage  Station,  White  Oaks 
Swamp  and  Malvern  Hill.  The  following  copies 
of  credentials  still  in  Mr.  Scofield's  possession 
speak  for  themselves: 
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U.  S.  Steamer  " Rescue,"  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  April  12, 1864. 
To  ALL  WHOM  IT  MAT  CONCERN: 

It  is  with  pleasure  I recommend  John  H.  Scofield,  a fire- 
man on  board  of  this  vessel,  as  being  a sober,  industrious 
and  intelligent,  as  well  as  a good  fireman;  and  any  person 
or  persons  wanting  a man  of  that  description  will  find  him 
to  be  as  1 recommend,  as  he  has  been  with  me  for  the  term 
of  twelve  months  and  1 have  always  found  him  ready  and 
willing  to  perform  any  duty  which  might  be  assignee  him. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  his  future  welfare,  I remain, 
roost  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  W.  Howe, 
Engineer  in  charge. 


U.  S.  Steamer"  Arethusa,"  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.. 

May  24,  1866. 

The  bearer,  John  H.  Scofield,  first-class  fireman,  has 
been  doing  duty  on  board  this  vessel  since  August  last, 
standing  engineer's  watch.  1 have  ever  found  him  capable, 
industrious  and  temperate.  It  aSords  me  pleasure  to  recom- 
mend him  to  the  department  for  promotion. 

George  W.  Howe, 
Act'g  2nd  Asst.  Engineer. 

I approve  the  above  and  certify  that  Scofield  is  a man 
worthy  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  department. 

John  V.  Cook, 

Act'g  Ensign,  U.  S.  N.,  Com.  of  '*  Arethusa.” 

After  the  war  Mr.  Scofield  returned  to  Darien, 
Fairfield  county,  where  he  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  with  his  uncle,  Henry  S.  Scofield,  and 
he  continued  to  follow  it  until,  in  1879,  he  en- 
tered upon  the  duties  of  his  present  position. 
He  has  kept  up  his  old-time  reputation  for  hon- 
esty, industry  and  reliability,  and  has  discharged 
his  responsibilities  in  a most  capable  manner, 
winning  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  In 
connection  with  this  work  he  represents  the 
Smith  Granite  Co.,  of  Westerly,  R.  I.  'Mr.  Sco- 
field takes  an  interest  in  his  community,  which 
every  public-spirited  citizen  must  feel,  and  he 
has  filled  several  local  positions  of  trust  with  his 
customary  faithfulness,  having  been  assessor, 
justice  of  the  peace  and  special  policeman  in 
Stamford. 

On  August  13,  1866,  Mr.  Scofield  was  mar- 
ried, in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  Frances  E.  Peck- 
ham,  whose  mother  was  a member  of  the  Holmes 
family,  descended  from  the  Holmes  of  " May- 
flower ” fame.  Five  children  have  blessed  this 
union,  viz.:  Mabel  Winton,  John  Thomas,  Will- 
iam Francis,  and  George  Henry  and  Howard 
Lyon  (twins).  On  June  30,  1898,  John  Thomas, 
the  eldest  son,  married  Miss  Susan  Walton,  of 
Calton,  Glasgow,  Scotland,  daughter  of  Robert 
Walton,  a well-known  retired  shoe  and  slipper 
manufacturer  of  that  city.  William  F.  married 
a Miss  Rambo,  on  June  23,  J897.  On  May  1, 
1896  the  two  eldest  sons,  J.  Thomas  and  Will- 
iam F.,  both  plumbers  by  occupation,  went  into 
the  plumbing,  tinning,  gasfitting  and  heating 
business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Scofield  Bros., 
and  March  7,  1898,  Mr.  Scofield,  their  father, 
entered  into  co-partnership  with  them  as  silent 


partner.  At  the  same  time  they  bought  out  the 
well-known  plumbing  house  of  B.  D.  Lum  & 
Son,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  are  doing  a pros- 
perous business  under  the  name  of  Scofield 
Brothers  & Co.  The  other  sons,  George  H.  and 
Howard  L.,  are  employed  by  the  firm  as  plum- 
bers and  tinners,  while  the  daughter,  Mabel  W. , 
is  bookkeeper  for  the  firm. 

Mr.  Scofield’s  family,  in  religious  connection, 
are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Stamford. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  Rippowam  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  O.  U.  A.  M.,  the  Naval  Post  at 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  Hobbie  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
of  which  he  has  been  adjutant.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican. 


WILLIAM  VOLLMER,  chief  of  police  of 

the  city  of  South  Norwalk,  deserves 

special  mention  in  this  volume,  as  he  has  risen 
by  his  own  efforts  to  an  enviable  position  in  the 
community,  and  now  fills  with  marked  ability  a 
difficult  and  responsible  office. 

The  Vollmer  family  is  of  German  origin,  and 
the  late  Dr.  George  F.  Vollmer,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  born  in  the  Fatherland,  at  Wurtem- 
burg.  In  1839  Doctor  Vollmer  came  to  Amer- 
ica accompanied  by  his  wife,  Mary  (Spindler),  a 
native  of  the  same  place,  and  for  some  years  re- 
sided in  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  where  he  con- 
ducted a drug  store.  Later  he  removed  to  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  and  engaged  in  the  tobacco  business, 
but  his  last  years  were  spent  in  South  Norwalk, 
where  he  died  February  4,  1889.  He  was  a 
man  of  much  intelligence,  taking  great  interest 
in  the  questions  of  his  day,  and  while  he  never 
sought  or  held  office  he  was  a firm  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party.  His  wife  survives  him-, 
and  of  their  family  of  seven  children  three  are 
still  living,  our  subject  being  the  youngest.  Mary 
married  William  Lovatt,  a silk  manufacturer,  of 
Newark,  N.  J.,  and  Amelia  married  William  E. 
Hicks,  of  the  same  city,  who,  with  his  father, 
was  in  the  carriage-manufacturing  business,  but 
is  now  connected  with  the  police  department 
there. 

Mr.  Vollmer  first  saw  the  light  April  24, 
1858,  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  his  early  life  was 
mainly  spent  there,  his  education  being  obtained 
in  the  public  schools.  At  an  early  age  he  began 
to  learn  the  business  of  finishing  morocco 
leather,  with  the  firm  of  Nugent  & Kelley,  of 
that  city,  and  remained  with  them  one  year.  In 
1 874  he  came  to  South  Norwalk,  where  he 
learned  the  tobacco  business  with  ex-Sheriff 
Swartz,  in  whose  employ  he  spent  fourteen 
years.  On  February  1,  1888,  be  was  elected 
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chief  of  police,  and  he  has  over  since  given  his 
whole  attention  to  the  duties  of  that  office.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  leading  workers  in  the  local  organiza- 
tion. 

In  1882  Mr.  Vollmer  married  Miss  Mary 
Perry,  of  Newark,  N,  J.,  whose  father,  John  H. 
Perry,  a native  of  England,  is  a patent  leather 
manufacturer  of  Newark,  N.  J.  Three  children 
were  born  to  our  subject,  one  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy; the  others.  John  W.  and  Wallace,  are  with 
their  parents.  The  family  is  identified  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  Mr.  Vollmer  belongs 
to  various  fraternal  orders,  including  the  K.  of  P. 
and  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  in  which  he  has  been 
active  for  some  years,  and  has  now  reached  the 
Knights  Templar  degree.  He  is  also  an  hon- 
orary member  of  the  Old  Well  Hook  and  Lad- 
der Fire  Company,  and  for  five  years  he  served  as 
a member  of  Company  D,  Connecticut  National 
Guard. 


BICHARD  DUNOON,  of  Bridgeport,  has 

been  successfully  engaged  in  business  for 

many  years  as  a dealer  in  coal,  feed,  hay  and 
other  supplies,  and  the  story  of  his  career  will 
afford  an  encouraging  object  lesson  to  any  youth 
who  has  his  own  way  to  make  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Dundon  was  born  April  4,  1853,  in 
Columbia  county,  N.  Y. , son  of  Patrick  and  Mary 
A.  (Plunkett)  Dundon,  both  natives  of  Ireland. 
His  father,  who  is  a shoemaker  by  trade,  came 
to  America  in  early  manhood,  and  is  still  living 
in  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.  The  mother  is 
deceased.  Of  the  six  children  of  this  worthy 
couple  four  are  now  living:  John,  a butcher  in 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Richard,  our  subject;  Sister 
Anna  (Episcopal  sister  in  Boston),  and  Thomas, 
a grocer  in  East  Bridgeport. 

Our  subject's  youth  was  spent  in  his  native 
county,  his  education  being  attained  in  the  local 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  came 
to  Fairfield  county,  locating  in  Bridgeport.  For 
a time  he  was  employed  in  a machine  shop,  and 
later  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at  the 
corner  of  E.  Main  street  and  Nichols,  in  partner- 
ship with  Herman  Barthelmass,  the  firm  being 
known  as  Barthelmass  & Dundon.  After  eight 
years  he  sold  his  interest  to  his  brother  Thomas 
and  went  to  Waterbury,  Conn.,  to  engage  in 
similar  business  as  a partner  of  Lewis  N.  Dyer, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Dundon  & Dyer.  They 
continued  about  two  years  and  a half,  when  Mr. 
Dundon  sold  out  and  returned  to  Bridgeport, 
where  he  has  since  carried  on  a lucrative  trade 
in  coal,  feed,  hay,  grain  and  other  commodities. 


Politically,  he  is  a Democrat,  but  he  is  not  in- 
clined to  take  part  in  the  political  scramble  for 
official  rewards.  On  October  20,  1875,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Louise  C.  Neilson,  a native  of  Chris- 
tiania, Norway,  who  died  October  29,  1896. 
Two  children  blessed  this  union:  Arthur  Hall, 
who  resides  with  his  father;  and  Herbert  N. 
(deceased).  Socially,  Mr.  Dundon  is  much  es- 
teemed, and  he  is  identified  with  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  with  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  Pequonnock 
Lodge  No.  4,  of  Bridgeport. 


JOSHUA  D.  HEMPHILL,  manufacturer,  oi 
Shelton,  was  born  February  12,  1854,  in 
Springfield,  N.  H.  He  is  a son  of  Peter  Hemp- 
hill, who  was  born  in  Henniker,  N.  H.,  in  1800, 
and  he  is  a grandson  of  James  Hemphill,  who 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  it  is  believed  of 

Scotch-Irish  descent.  He  married  Ruth 

and  had  children  as  follows:  Joshua,  Eben,  Peter, 
James  Robert,  Betsy,  Silas  and  Edward;  he  died 
in  the  year  18 — , his  wife  in  i860  attheageof 
one  hundred  years. 

Peter  Hemphill,  like  his  father  before  him, 
was  a farmer  in  his  early  youth  in  Deering,  N. 
H.,  and  also  after  he  removed  to  Sprinfield,  N. 
H.  He  was  a man  of  moderate  means,  modest 
and  retiring,  and  took  but  little  active  part  in 
public  affairs.  His  physical  health  was  good,  he 
was  temperate  and  highminded,  and  lived  to  be 
eighty-eight  years  old.  He  was  a prudent,  care- 
ful business  man,  never  indulged  in  speculation, 
and  so  far  as  farming  is  concerned  was  every- 
where considered  a successful  man.  In  religions 
views  he  favored  the  Baptist  faith  and  attended 
the  Baptist  Church.  He  married  Lucy  Kirk, 
daughter  of  John  Kirk,  and  to  this  marriage  there 
were  born  nine  children,  four  of  whom  died 
young,  and  five  grew  to  adult  age.  These  five 
were  as  follows:  Betsey,  who  died  single  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years;  Charlotte,  who  married 
George  Miller,  of  Bristol,  N.  H.;  Horace,  who 
married  (first)  Julia  Sanborn,  and  (second)  Esther 
Powers,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  living  in 
Bristol  (he  died  in  1895,  a carpenter  by  trade); 
John,  who  died  in  1864,  and  Joshua  D. 

Joshua  D.  Hemphill  was  educated  in  Spring- 

field,  N.  H.,  attending  school  in  winters  only  until 

he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  but  ever  since  then 
he  has  been  a close  student  of  mechanical  works. 
Upon  leaving  school  he  began  to  learn  the  trade 

of  machinist  in  Bristol,  serving  an  apprenticeship 

of  five  years,  after  which  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  Amoskeag  corporation  for  about  one  year. 
From  there  he  went  to  Concord,  N.  H.,  an 
thence  to  Franklin,  N.  H.,  for  Clarke  & Haynes 
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m the  latter  place,  and  about  this  time  he  re 

S °GHoi?nHt01  tnd'°rmed  a Partnership  whh 

two  yeS  sIlHn  h COntinued  in  existence  for 

° l u'S  'nterest  t0  his  Partner,  he 

was  with  George  Robie  in  the  machine  busine« 

h"mse!farinabthe  6nd  °f  7hiCh  timehe  established 

r88o“t"”d 

Derby,  working  for  A H & C B Air' "T  ‘° 

engineerlTscT"/?  Brid*eP°r‘' b*  attended^ 
:"gp,ef'nf  *cho°l  for  some  time,  and  then  went 

SJT'-Sf-  •»<  ■«»«  . .imili  school 

employ  ,f|  A ™ &C  B AIl"  *8“”  ,h' 

•,r187o!t,h  ,h'vhm 

machinery  gg,  n tbe  manufacture  of 

Mr  Hemryk’n  d ,n  doin£  all  kinds  of  repairs 

•”lo.  ”Sl'hrrth.".,'d  “?  «"“"■«  Knitting  M*al 

Radcliffes  and  (ui  i!  used  bP  the  Alhngs  and  the 
successful’^  « been  ln  many  ways  a very 

i"  his  section^  The  StTte  ^ machinists 
self-made  man  Mu  and  is  in  every  way  a 
Publican  whh  a 1 HemPhl11-  ‘hough  a Re- 
never  taken  an  ♦ "g  tOWard  Pr°hibition,  has 
‘ogive  his  attentfVehPa^  i"  politics,  preferring 
takes  pleasnre  and  f b“S,ness-  in  which  he 
ably  expect  nrofitah/0111  Wb’cb  be  may  reason  - 
of  the  10  O FabK  returnS‘  He  is  3 member 
any  lodge  In  the  thougbnot  now  affiliated  with 

Nelson  gdauPh,er  nfyQfr  L®78  he  carried  Finette 
N H./andTsl ^StePben  Nei^".  of  Bristol, 

iaSepteXr  .a  ® r^hter>LuCy  Louisa-  b°™ 

Mrs  Hemnu,  79,  Ilvine  at  home.  Mr  and 

Shelton,  and  aJefh.VhThe  Bap‘ISt  Church  of 

social  qualities  h • lgby  esteemed  couple,  their 
appreciated.  6lng  everywhere  recognized  and 
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DSlT™  RICHARDSON,  M.D. 

"Won,  was  bo™  >Oc^h  ""h"0"",sl,ip  ol 
Port,  Conn  He  k ,22'  ' in  Brid§e‘ 

ardson,  who  was  hV°n  0f  *?enry  Daniel  Rilh- 
l834,  and  he  is  the  rn  1°  Somers.  Conn.,  in 
ardson,  who  was  h grandson  °f  William  Rich- 

'8— ; and  he  is  the0™  ^ S°mers  in  the  year 

Ntohardson  and  eLc^S^0”  °'  S‘eVenS 

hrothers-lDavid'^wflli'45  “"T ‘fy  back  to  three 
England  to  Am  a-m  and  Jesse — who  came 
N'chardson  is  J1Cf  ?bout  l66°-  Doctor 
R|chardson  and  w endad  from  Henry  Daniel 
whom  was  born  in8^  Bacb?lor)'  tbe  latter  of 
the  neighborhood  of  Bath, 


Ha1raSThdaUhghierc0f  Simeon  bachelor  and  Ann 
Hall  They  had  three  children,  viz.:  Henri? 

tta,  hornrn  1855,  married  George  S.  NorthroD 
XWh°f  fheRon;  Dwight  Alfonzo  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  and  Sarah  Louise,  born  in  1862 

machinist  9andHenryfD'  Richardson  has  been  a 
machinist,  and  was  foreman  in  the  Florence 

Sewing  Machine  shop,  but  during  the  war  of  the 

Rebellion  he  was  in  the  Springfield  armory  He 

has  always  had  charge  of  a shop  sin£  age  and 

experience  would  warrant  it.  The  ancestrv  all 

t e way  back  have  been  mechanics,  so  that  he 

came  by  his  talent  in  this  direction  by  inherit- 

• Dwight  A.  Richardson,  our  subject,  took  a 

H?rn  , rrse  ln  Williston  Seminary,  in  East 
Hampton,  Mass.,  entering  school  in  the  spring  of 

1 8 74  and  graduating  in  1 876.  For  three  years  aft- 
erward he  was  engaged  in  mechanical  work,  being 
at  work  at  h,s  trade,  which  he  picked  up  in  his  boy! 
hood.  Upon  graduating,  as  above  narrated,  he 
stood  second  in  his  class,  and  had  taken  a three- 
years  course  in  two  and  one-half  years.  Having 
decided  to  become  a physician,  he  registered  in  the 
summer  of  1878  with  Dr.  Ambrose  Beardsley,  of 
Derby,  and  was  with  him  off  and  on  during  his 
whole  course  of  study.  He  assisted  in  the  lec- 
ture room  with  Professor  Silliman.  did  prepara- 
tory work  in  the  physiological  department  with 
Professor  Thatcher  in  the  second  year,  and  grad- 

firet^  S6C0nd  ‘n  h‘S  CkSS’  Doctor  Hawkes  being 

Havinggraduated.  Dr.  Richardson  opened  an 
office  in  Monroe,  where  he  practiced  his  profes- 
sion for  one  and  one-half  years,  and  in  January, 
1864,  went  to  Osceola,  Ark.,  where  he  remained 
until  1888,  while  there  being  a member  of  the 
American  Public  Health  Association  and  of  the 
Tri -State  Society,  of  Arkansas,  Mississippi  and 
Tennessee,  being  vice-president  of  the  latter 
society  two  terms.  While  in  Arkansas  he  was  a 
partner  with  Doctor  Donovan,  of  Little  Rock, 
and  enjoyed  an  extensive  practice.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1888.  he  returned  to  Connecticut,  and  began 
the  genera]  practice  of  medicine  in  Shelton  and 
vicinity,  where  he  has  since  remained,  and  where 
he  has  built  up  an  extensive  and  profitable 
clientele.  He  has  always  been  self-reliant,  and 
has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world.  While  he 
has  not  taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  yet  he 
has  been  a member  of  the  school  board,  also 
health  officer  of  the  village,  and  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  burgesses  for  four  years. 
Socially,  he  is  affiliated  with  King  Hiram  Lodge 
No.  12,  F.  & A.  M.,  with  the  American  Me- 
chanics (Roger  Sherman  Council),  with  the  A.  O. 

U.  W.,  Shelton  Lodge,  with  the  Kalorama  Lodge 
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of  Osceola,  Ark. , and  with  the  Knights  and  Ladies 
of  Honor;  he  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Echo 
Hose  Company,  serving  nine  years  on  the  active 
list;  was  chairman  of  the  fire  department  for  four 
years,  and  has  been  a member  of  the  board  of 
health  for  seven  years.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Shelton. 

On  December  25,  1884,  Doctor  Richardson 
was  married  to  Minnie  E.  Brush,  a daughter  of 
Samuel  H.  Brush,  of  Derby,  and  Elizabeth  Cur- 
tiss, of  Stratford.  To  this  marriage  was  born  in 
January,  1889,  one  son,  Henry  Brush.  [Since 
the  above  was  written,  Doctor  Richardson  moved, 
in  May,  1899,  to  Derby.] 


MEV.  JOHN  HENRY  CARROLL,  the  be- 

loved  pastor  of  the  Catholic  parish  at  West- 

port,  Church  of  the  Assumption,  is  deserving  of 
special  mention  in  this  volume.  While  the  mater- 
ial interest  of  the  community  naturally  attract 
much  attention,  they  are  not  all,  nor  are  they  the 
most  important,  and  the  names  of  those  who  have 
ministered  to  the  spiritual  need  of  our  people 
will  be  held  in  honor  more  and  more  as  years  roll 
by. 

Father  Carroll  was  born  February  15,  1855, 
at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  the  son  of  Patrick  and 
Eleanor  (O’Bryene)  Carroll.  Both  parents  were 
natives  of  Ireland,  the  father’s  birth  occurring  in 
County  Leitrim,  in  1808,  and  the  mother’s  in  the 
same  county  in  1821.  They  came  to  America 
soon  after  their  marriage,  in  1841,  and  made 
their  home  in  New  Haven.  Patrick  Carroll 
always  took  much  interest  in  the  political  ques- 
tions of  the  day,  and  was  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party.  His  wife  died  in  1875, 
and  he  survived  her  many  years,  passing  away  in 
1893.  Of  their  eight  children,  the  eldest,  Mary 
T. , resides  in  Westport;  Anthony  is  a contractor 
in  New  Haven;  Michael  died  in  1850;  Margaret 
died  in  1854;  John  Henry  (our  subject)  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below;  Thomas  M.  is  a mer- 
chant in  Danbury;  Patrick  F.  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  New  York  City;  and  Nellie  E.  (now  Sister 
Angela  Stephen)  is  a Sister  of  Mercy  in  Mount 
St.  Mary’s  Convent,  Manchester,  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Our  subject’s  education  was  begun  in  his  na- 
tive city,  where  heattended  St.  Mary’s  School  un- 
til he  reached  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  As  both 
of  his  parents  were  devout  members  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church,  his  early  inclination  toward  the 
priesthood  received  every  encouragement,  and  on 
completing  his  course  at  St.  Mary’s  School  in 
September,  1868,  he  went  to  St.  Charles’  Col- 
lege, Ellicott  City,  Md.,  to  prepare  for  his  sacred 


calling.  On  graduating,  in  1874,  he  entered  St. 
Mary’s  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice,  Baltimore  city, 
and  there  he  spent  four  years  and  a half  in  the 
study  of  philosophy  and  theology.  On  Decem- 
ber 21,  1878,  he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood, 
and  his  work  has  been  blessed  with  remarkable 
success  in  the  various  charges  which  he  has  held 
during  his  service.  He  spent  some  time  in  New 
Haven, being  stationed  first  at  St.  Mary's  church, 
then  at  the  cathedral  in  Hartford,  and  later 
he  served  at  St.  Patrick’s  church,  New  Haven, 
and  at  St.  John's  church  at  Middletown,  but  on 
June  10,  1885,  he  was  made  pastor  of  the  con- 
gregation at  Westport.  He  has  many  warm 
friends  outside  his  parish,  his  ability  and  high 
character  commanding  the  esteem  of  the  best 
people  of  all  denominations.  His  interest  in  ed- 
ucational affairs  is  appreciated  by  the  Protest- 
ants of  the  town,  and  he  is  now  a member  oi 
the  public-school  board,  and  of  the  board  of  the 
“Staple  High  School.”  In  the  management  of 
his  parish  he  neglects  nothing  that  will  advance 
the  welfare  of  his  people,  giving  his  influence  to 
various  organizations  among  them,  including  tbe 
order  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 


StTEPHEN  C.  BEACH,  a representative  agri- 
5 culturist  and  a prosperous  citizen  of  the 
town  of  Trumbull,  has  demonstrated  the  true 
meaning  of  the  word  “success"  as  the  full  ac- 
complishment of  an  honorable  purpose.  Energy, 
close  application,  perseverance  and  good  man- 
agement— these  are  the  elements  which  have  en- 
tered into  his  business  career,  and  crowned  bis 
efforts  with  prosperity. 

The  Beach  family  claims  the  distinction  of 
being  one  of  the  oldest  in  Fairfield  county,  and 
traces  its  descent  from  the  Beaches  of  England, 
the  name  being  by  no  means  rare  in  the  history 

of  that  country.  

Ephraim  Beach,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a native  of  Fairfield  county,  Conn., 
was  a farmer,  tanner  and  currier,  by  occupation, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  married, 
and  had  a family  of  eight  children:  Elijah,  Rice 
E.,  Abiah,  Sybil,  Anna,  Ephraim  W.,  Sherman 
and  Frances,  all  of  whom  settled  in  the  town  of 
Trumbull,  except  Abiah.  The  father  of  this 
family  took  an  active  part  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

Rice  E.  Beach,  grandfather  of  Stephen  C., 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Trumbull  in  177 9<  wasa 
farmer,  and  a representative  man  of  his  town- 
By  his  wife,  Betsey  Booth,  a daughter  of  Philo 
Booth,  he  had  six  children  (all  now  deceased), 
named  respectively:  Charles,  Johanna,  Starr, 
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Delia,  Miles  and  Edward.  In  politics  he  was  a is  now  the  owner  of  land  in  Trumbull,  Bridge- 
Jeffersonian  Democrat,  was  often  elected  as  se-  port  and  New  Milford  towns.  He  ranks  among 
lectman  of  the  town,  and  at  one  time  served  as  a the  best  citizens  of  Fairfield  county,  using  his 
member  of  the  Legislature.  In  religious  faith  influence  in  the  promotion  of  all  measures  having 
he  was  a Congregationalist.  for  their  object  the  elevation  of  his  fellow- 

Charles  Beach,  father  of  our  subject,  was  men. 

born  January  7,  1805,  in  White  Plains  District.  

town  of  Trumbull,  Fairfield  county.  He  passed 

his  boyhood  there,  receiving  his  education  in  the  g^AMUEL  A.  MINOR,  a well-known  con- 
local  schools,  and  took  up  the  occupation  of  a ’Q)  tractor  and  builder,  is  a prominent  resident 
farmer  for  his  life  work.  On  October  21,  1829,  of  Byram,  in  the  town  of  Greenwich.  He  is  a 
in  Monroe.  Fairfield  county,  he  married  Miss  self-made  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  hav- 
Elizabeth  E.  Beardsley,  of  that  town,  born  ing  earned  his  own  livelihood  from  the  early  age 
November  30,  1 810,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Beards-  of  eleven  years,  and  his  history  will  convey  an 
ley,  and  he  and  his  young  wife  then  settled  on  instructive  lesson. 

his  own  farm.  The  issue  by  this  union  was  as  The  Minor  family  has  been  identified  with 
follows:  Betsey  Ann,  Prosper  E.,  Charles  L.,  the  Empire  and  Nutmeg  States  for  several  gen- 

Ezra  M.,  William  F.,  Banford  S.,  John  W.,  erations,  and  our  subject’s  grandfather,  Henry  Mi- 
Stephen  C.  and  Emma  E..  all  now  deceased  nor,  who  served  as  a soldies  in  the  war  of  1812, 
(Betsey  Ann  dying  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years)  owned  a farm  at  Marmaroneck,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
except  William  F.,  Stephen  C.  and  Emma  E.  Sound  near  Milton  Point.  In  his  younger  days 
The  father  of  this  family  was  called  from  earth  in  he  worked  in  the  old  cotton  factory  at  Marmaro- 
February,  1 892,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years;  neck,  but  later  he  removed  to  Tarry  town,  N.  Y., 
the  mother  died  in  December,  1893.  On  Octo-  and  conducted  a gristmill  until  1827,  when  he 
ber2i,  1879,  they  celebrated  their  golden  wed-  located  at  Glenville,  Cpnn.  For  some  time  he 
ding,  on  which  occasion  there  were  present  was  employed  as  foreman  in  the  picking  depart- 
among  others  six  children  and  seventeen  grand-  ment  of  the  cotton  factory  at  that  place,  but 
children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beach  were  members  of  when  the  establishment  burned  down  he  engaged 
the  Episcopal  Church  at  Long  Hill.  in  farming  in  the  same  locality.  In  politics  he 

Stephen  C.  Beach,  whose  name  introduces  was  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  while  he  was 
this  sketch,  was  born  October  2,  1850,  in  the  not  an  office-seeker  he  took  great  interest  in  the 
White  Plains  District,  town  of  Trumbull,  Fair-  success  of  his  party.  He  died  April  16,  1864. 
field  county,  was  there  reared,  attending  dur-  at  Port  Chester  in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  and 
ing  the  winter  season  the  public  schools  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rebecca 
the  academy  of  that  locality.  At  the  age  of  Hyatt,  died  July  4,  1864,  in  her  eighty-third 
seventeen  years  he  went  to  Stratford  with  year.  Their  remains  now  rest  in  the  buria) 
his  parents,  and  for  a time  attended  the  public  ground  in  King  street,  Greenwich,  formerly 
schools  of  that  borough,  then  returned  to  Trum-  known  as  the  Purdy  Anderson  Cemetery.  This 
bull  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  estimable  couple  had  a large  family  of  children 
home  farm.  In  1893  he  bought  a property  in  as  follows:  Charles,  who  died  in  the  South, 

New  Milford,  Litchfield  county.  Conn.,  and  for  went  to  that  section  in  early  manhood,  and  was 
three  years  carried  on  a prosperous  lumber  busi-  married  there  to  the  widow  of  a planter  by  whom 
ness,  at  the  end  of  which  time  we  again  find  he  had  been  employed  for  a time;  Henry,  who 
him  in  Trumbull.  In  the  spring  of  1898  he  re-  died  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  was  employed  there 
moved  to  his  present  farm  in  the  town  of  Bridge-  as  foreman  of  a boiler  shop;  Ezra,  a shoemaker 
port.  by  trade,  married  Jemima  Travis,  of  Port  Ches- 

On  May  23,  1876,  Mr.  Beach  was  united  in  ter,  and  died  in  New  York  City;  David,  also  a 
marriage  with  Miss  Cora  Adelle  Buckingham,  shoemaker,  died  in  New  York  City;  Samuel,  our 
daughter  of  Homes  Buckingham,  of  New  Milford,  subject’s  father,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
Litchfield  county.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a Harvey,  formerly  a conductor  on  the  N.  Y.,  N. 
stanch  Democrat,  and  has  been  selectman  and  H.  & H.  R.  R.,  died  in  New  Haven;  Hyatt,  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  besides  filling  various  minor  boilermaker  by  trade,  went  to  Maine,  and  all 
offices.  In  1885-86  he  served  as  a member  of  trace  of  him  was  lost;  John  died  in  Greenwich 
the  State  Legislature.  He  and  his  wife  are  at  the  age  of  fourteen;  Phoebe  married  Knapp 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  attending  Merritt,  and  died  at  their  home  in  Weaver  street, 
service  at  Long  Hill.  As  already  intimated,  Greenwich;  Ann  m.  (first)  Henry  Fairchild,  (sec- 
Mr.  Beach  has  prospered  in  business,  and  he  ond)  William  Newman,  and  died  at  Byram,  this 
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county;  Lucretia,  now  a resident  of  South  Nor- 
walk, married  (first)  a Mr.  Bardsley,  and  (sec- 
ond) a Mr.  Lockwood;  Jane  (Mrs.  Henry  Hin- 
man),  died  at  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. ; and  Maria 
{Mrs.  Elijah  Merritt),  died  in  Greenwich. 

Samuel  Minor,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
June  6,  1813,  at  Glenville,  Conn.,  and  was  about 
fourteen  years  old  when  his  parents  settled  at 
■Glenville  after  living  at  Tarrytown.  He  attend- 
ed schools  at  his  native  place  and  in  Tarrytown,. 
as  well  as  in  Port  Chester,  and  in  early  manhood 
he  was  employed  in  a stone  quarry  at  Byram, 
belonging  to  Elijah  Merritt.  For  about  fifty 
years  he  continued  in  that  line  of  work  for  differ- 
ent employers,  serving  for  some  time  as  foreman 
for  William  Ritch;  he  died  April  10,  1898,  at  his 
borne  in  Brooksville,  Port  Chester,  where  he  had 
been  living  in  retirement,  and  where  he  was  much 
respected.  He  had  always  been  a stanch  Dem- 
ocrat in  politics.  When  less  than  twenty  years 
old  he  married  Miss  Cynthia  Merritt,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Hannah  (Lyon)  Merritt,  prominent 
residents  of  Byram.  She  passed  to  the  unseen 
world  May  30,  1850,  and  her  remains  were  in- 
terred in  the  cemetery  at  Byram.  Mr.  Minor 
afterward  married  Miss  Rachel  Hamilton,  a 
•daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  A.  (Gett)  Hamil- 
ton. By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Minor  had  three 
children:  (1)  Elisha,  a stone  cutter  at  Green- 

-wich,  married  Elizabeth  B.  Martling,  and  has 
-children — Willis,  Newbury,  Emma,  Mary  and 
Robert;  of  these,  Willis  married  Miss  Addie 
Merritt,  of  Greenwich;  Newbury  married  Miss 
Matilda  Tabely,  of  New  York  City,  where  they 
now  reside;  Emma  married  Horace  Smith,  of 
Port  Chester;  Mary  married  Willis  Smith,  of 
Port  Chester;  and  Robert  is  not  married;  (2) 
Samuel  A.  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch; 
.(3)  Willis,  a stonemason  by  trade,  residing  in 
Byram,-  married  Maria  Lounsbury;  children — 
Kate  (married  to  Melville  Beede)  and  Herbert 
.{unmarried).  By  the  second  marriage  there  was 
one  daughter,  Sarah  E.,  who  married  Lewis 
Hecker,  and  died  in  Port  Chester  at  the  age  of 
thirty-nine  years,  leaving  five  children. 

Samuel  A.  Minor  was  born  July  12,  1841,  in 
Greenwich,  and  his  education  was  obtained  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  Byram  District.  Among 
his  early  teachers  he  remembers  especially  Mr. 
Gwyer  and  Mr.  Dusenbury.  As  he  contrasts  the 
crude  methods  and  equipments  of  the  schools  of 
that  time  with  those  of  to-day  he  can  see  great 
advancement,  and  his  own  deprivations  have 
made  him  an  earnest  advocate  for  better  schools, 
his  own  children  being  given  the  best  opportuni- 
ties available.  He  was  but  nine  years  old  when 
bis  mother  died,  and  his  father  having  married 


again,  he  was  taken  (when  he  was  about  eleven) 
to  the  home  of  an  uncle,  Henry  Merritt, 
who  conducted  a small  farm  near  Byram,  and 
from  that  time  his  attendance  at  school  was  re- 
stricted to  the  winter  terms.  For  some  years  he 
received  only  his  board  and  clothes  in  return  for 
his  work,  but  later  he  was  given  small  wages.  On 
leaving  his  uncle  he  was  employed  by  different 
parties,  being  quite  “ handy  ” at  various  kinds  of 
work,  and  for  a short  time  he  worked  in  the 
screw  factory  at  Pemberwick.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  began  to  work  at  the  mason's 
trade  with  Floyd  Mead,  and  as  he  had  already 
picked  up  a practical  knowledge  of  the  bosiness 
he  took  to  it  readily,  and  was  given  good  wages 
from  the  start.  After  a time  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  as  a contractor  in  plastering, 
bricklaying  and  masonry,  and  he  has  continued 
successfully  ever  since,  sometimes  with  partners 
and  sometimes  without.  For  twenty  years  past 
he  has  carried  on  the  business  alone,  and  of  late 
he  has  done  no  active  work  himself,  the  general 
oversight  of  the  operations  occupying  his  time 
sufficiently.  Notwithstanding  his  business  cares 
he  enjoys  out-door  sport  keenly,  being  especially 
fond  of  hunting,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  en- 
thusiastic members  of  the  State  Line  Fox  Hunt- 
ing Club,  in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  presi- 
dent.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat  so  far  as 
State  and  National  matters  are  concerned,  bat  in 
local  affairs  he  selects  the  “best  man”  irrespect- 
ive of  party.  He  has  never  sought  or  held 
office,  but  he  manifests  a keen  interest  in  all  that 
concerns  the  welfare  of  the  community.  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  identified  with  the  K.  of  P.,  Day- 
ton  Lodge,  at  Greenwich. 

Mr.  Minor  has  a pleasant  home  at  Byram,  , 
and  he  and  his  family  are  prominent  in  the  social 
life  of  the  locality.  On  September  4,  1862,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Jemima  Green,  who  was 
born  October  25,  1845,  in  New  York  City,  where 
her  girlhood  was  spent.  She  was  the  only  daugh- 
ter and  eldest  child  of  Edward  and  Sophia  (Hyer) 
Green.  Of  her  two  brothers,  Robert  died  in  the 
West  and  Edward  now  resides  on  Weaver  street, 
Greenwich.  Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Minor 
began  housekeeping  in  his  father’s  old  home  id 
Greenwich  township,  between  East  Port  Chester 
and  Greenwich  village,  and  he  afterward  resided 
in  different  neighborhoods  in  the  same  town.  He 
built  his  former  residence  in  1868,  and  his  pres- 
ent residence  in  the  year  1896.  He  has  bad 
five  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  : (0  J0*10 
E.,  who  is  not  married,  he  is  an  active  member 
of  the  K.  of  P.  (2)  Samuel,  who  resides  at 
Byram,  married  Miss  Abbie  M.  Mead,  of  Byram, 
and  has  two  children — Ralph  W.  and  Edith  M. 
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M‘  ^0WIrAND,  building  inspector 

Jf ' °'  Ch,rl“  **• 

FairfiPM]er  H‘  Row,and  was  a native  of  New 

Rowland  sis'1"'’  3nd  younRest  son  of  Daniel 
£°7'»nd’  a natlve  of  New  Fairfield  where 
he  (oliowed  farming  until  his  death.  The  firs? 

over  * from  * Wal'0  T'  * this  «“£ came 

young  Charle^  H68  P T ;64°'  When  q^ite 
wherfhe  karnf‘?it>R0W  and  Went  to  Danbury, 
there  followed uni^  sTXn  ^ he 

Bridgeport  He  ml,  • j c hen  he  removed  to 
born^nridgePort  a ?San/‘  M*1,S'  who  was 
Mills,  a maZ  bv  fL  da"Rhter  of  Moses  M. 
°ld  English  familv  de’  and.a  descendant  of  an 
two  children:  ^ani Jh’®  un,on  was  b'essed  with 
Charles  P »hn  if ,M-’  °.ur  subject;  and 
and  went  first  to  the™*^  fu*  £arPenter’s  trade, 
and  thence  to  Anstr  r °Utu’  tben  to  California, 
was  lost.  The  faSth!I,aVr,he?  “I1  trace  of  him 
oinnati  about  1847  L°i  th‘S  farnliy.went  to  Cin- 
facture  of  car  whe7i  nd  anSaSed  in  the  manu- 
December  20^!'  H‘s  death  occurred  there 
him.  ’ ^4‘  Dts  wife  still  survives. 

sketclTspem  h^Tbovh  subJect  Proper  of  this 
HiseduS  wasreTe  ^dayS  iD  Bridgeport, 
and  later  in  a DnW»  Cj!  ln  Public  schools 
education  he  served  Scho°  ' 0n  finishing  his 
building  business  with  “v  aPPr<rnt,ceshiP  »n  the 
with  him  abon?  c h h Uncle‘  He  remained 
an  interest  in  seve.n  years,  when  he  bought 

firm  continuing  succ^?/”3"  u&  Rowland.  ‘he 
four  years  Ts,fffy  ,n  business  for  over 

C''ty,  and  for  one  lilt  . to  New  York 

when  he  becam  year  en8aSed  in  selling  books, 

"**  Mut5aUfeC?nnrCted  Wjih  the  J°ba  Hanl 
capacity  of  instrurtn  fanCe  C°'*  serving  in  the 

atrumental  in  estahli  u agents,  and  he  was  in- 
inlly  in  New  York  Pit  V?at  bos.iness  success- 
*°me  time  sunerinf  ^a  A,ter.  this  he  was  for 
Mutual  Insurance  Co  hdf"‘  o the  New  York 
of  his  wife  he  ret>  ’ jUt  ,n  ,886>  after  the  death 
sumed  work  at  his  ?™fd  BndKePort.  and  re- 
wasthe  foreman  for  ^ ,hat  of  carpenter— and 
At  this  work  he  rP  ,se''eral  contractors  there. 

l893,whenhe  wa?^,nfdJStead,ly  until  March- 

6 WaS  e]ected  county  commissioner; 
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during  his  term  as  commissioner  the  county  built 
more  structures  than  had  been  erected  fo/manv 

rrrr;r\and  a]l  these  imPr°vements  couW 
On  ptd  t0  hlS  rernarkable  executive  ability 
in<inF?brUaryj  ?’  l897,  he  was  elected  building 
'^  Cn  °r;  and  ,sTcaPab]y  filling  that  office  at  the 

fomm4  tlm*'  -,In  1891  he  was  elected  to  the 
common  council. 

In  June,  1876,  Mr.  Rowland  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  M.  Peck,  of  Bridgeport 
a daughter  of  WiJham  Peck,  the  founder  oM^ 
Pacific  Iron  Works,  and  three  children  were  born 
to  them,  a 1 now  deceased:  Charles,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Eleanor  A.,  who  died  at  the  ageoffour- 
teen;  and  Daniel,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven. 

e mother  of  this  family  passed  away  in  1882 
thus  completely  destroying  the  happy  family  cir- 

M?'  Rn'Te  ip®  dCath  h,S  devoted  helpmeet 
Mr.  Rowland  has  given  his  entire  time  and  atten- 
tion  to  his  work. 

, Mr.  Rowland  is  one  of  the  energetic  workers 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  a favorite  candi- 
date among  his  associates.  For  nine  consecutive 
years  he  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  First 
ward;  in  1881  he  served  in  the  council.  Socially 
Mr.  Rowland  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Frater- 
nity (having  joined  when  twenty-one  years  of 
age)  and  is  now  one  of  the  past  masters  of  St 
John  s Lodge  No.  3,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  has  the  thir- 
ty-second degree;  is  also  a member  of  Lafayette 
Consistory.  He  holds  membership  with  the 
Park  City  Yacht  Club;  and  with  the  Arion  Singing 
Society.  He  is  a very  prominent  man  in  Bridge- 
port, and  well  liked  and  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him.  He  is  very  public  spirited,  and  when 
once  he 

•'  Sees  the  want  and  feels  the  need, 

Puts  Truth  and  Justice  in  the  lead. 

Then  studies  means  and  ways." 


BENJAMIN  HOLMES,  a well-known  resident 
of  Stratford,  has  been  engaged  in  business 
for  a number  of  years  as  a contractor  and  builder 
and  has  won  a high  reputation  for  ability  and 
skill  in  his  chosen  line  of  work. 

Born  April  17,  1843,  in  the  town  of  Strat- 
ford, Mr.  Holmes  is  a son  of  William  and  Abigail 
(Coley)  Holmes.  William  Holmes,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  a native  of  Vermont,  whence  he 
came  to  this  State  in  early  manhood,  and  for 
many  years  drove  a stage  from  New  Haven  to 
Stamford.  He  died  in  Stratford  June  7,  1891; 
his  wife,  who  was  a native  of  Weston,  this 
county,  passed  away  September  26,  1875.  This 
worthy  couple  had  seven  children:  Samantha, 

wife  of  Harvey  E.  Atwood,  a farmer  at  Wood- 
ribdge;  George,  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Strat- 
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ford;  Lucy,  widow  of  Horace  B.  Osborne;  Ben- 
jamin, our  subject  ; Miss  Priscilla,  who  resides  in 
Stratford;  John,  a market  gardener  in  Stratford 
township; and  Alfred,  a resident  of  Stratford,  who 
is  now  employed  in  driving  a grocery  wagon. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town,  but  at  an  early  age  he 
began  to  earn  his  own  livelihood,  finding  employ- 
ment on  the  farms  of  the  neighborhood  in  sum- 
mer and  in  the  factories  in  winter.  When  nine- 
teen years  old  he  apprenticed  himself  to  S.  R. 
Bunce,  a carpenter  in  Stratford,  with  whom  he 
remained  about  fifteen  years,  becoming  proficient 
in  all  branches  of  the  trade.  In  1886  he  began 
business  on  his  own  account,  and  he  is  now  one 
of  the  leading  contractors  of  the  place,  having 
constructed  many  important  buildings  of  the  lo- 
cality. Politically,  he  is  an  Independent,  being 
quite  free  from  party  prejudices.  In  religion  he 
inclines  toward  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
he  was  reared,  and  socially  he  is  idenitfied  with 
the  Order  of  American  Mechanics.  In  1872  he 
married  Miss  Harriet  Jones,  a native  of  Strat- 
ford, where  her  father,  John  Jones,  conducted  a 
tavern  and  meat  market  for  many  years.  Two 
children  have  blessed  this  union:  Frederick  B. 

and  Isabella,  both  at  home. 


CHARLES  H.  NETTLETON.  Among  the 
names  of  those  who  have  contributed  large- 
ly to  the  development  of  all  that  is  good  in  the 
community,  the  honest  historian  of  this  vicinity 
must  write  that  of  Charles  H.  Nettleton,  who, 
born  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  the  year  1850, 
soon  moved  with  his  parents,  Charles  and  Ellen 
(Hine)  Nettleton,  to  -the  city  of  New  York, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  fitted 
for  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1870. 

In  1871  Mr.  Nettleton  came  to  reside  in 
Derby,  Fairfield  county.  Conn.,  and  immediately 
entered  upon  a business  career,  which  has 
been  marked  by  signal  success.  Being  interested 
in  the  Derby  Gas  Company,  he  at  once  took 
charge  of  the  construction  of  its  plant,  and  has 
continuously  since  that  time  held  the  office  of 
treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  corporation. 
The  importance  of  this  position  is  manifest  when 
we  remember  that  the  company  supplies  the  gas 
and  electric  light,  both  private  and  public,  for 
the  cities  of  Ansonia  and  Derby  and  the  borough 
of  Shelton,  besides  furnishing  electricity  for 
manufacturing  purposes  in  these  municipalities. 
In  1874  Mr.  Nettleton  was  chosen  manager  of 
the  Birmingham  Water  Company  (of  which  he 
is  the  treasurer),  and  still  serves  the  concern  in 


that  capacity.  In  ) 894  he  was  elected  president 
of  the  Birmingham  National  Bank,  located  at 
Derby,  through  which  the  banking  business  ol 
Derby  and  Shelton  is  transacted,  and  still  occu- 
pies that  position.  For  years  Mr.  Nettleton  has 
been  an  acknowledged  authority  in  the  manu- 
facture and  distribution  of  illuminating  gas  and 
allied  industries,  having  introduced  into  the 
community  all  the  most  approved  methods  for 
utilizing  the  commodities  placed  upon  the  market 
by  the  Derby  Gas  Company.  He  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  New  England 
Gas  Association,  of  which  he  was  secretary  from 
1885  to  1891  and  president  from  189310  1894. 
In  1897  he  was  the  president  of  the  American 
Gaslight  Association.  Upon  the  removal  of 
Hon.  H.  Holton  Wood  to  Boston,  Mass.,  and  his 
consequent  resignation  as  president  of  the  Derby 
and  Shelton  Board  of  Trade,  Mr.  Nettleton  was 
chosen  to  fill  the  important  office  thus  made 
vacant. 

The  business  and  social  interests  of  Derby 
and  Shelton  are  so  interminably  interwoven  that 
the  more  prominent  citizens  of  the  one  munic- 
ipality are  often  equally  identified  with  the 
other.  This  is  true  of  Mr.  Nettleton;  but 
while  his  vast  business  enterprises  seem  to 
center  largely  in  Derby,  his  beautiful  home  and 
extensive  grounds  are  situated  on  the  Shelton 
banks  of  the  Housatonic  river,  and  he  is  always 
loyal  in  his  devotion  to  the  town  and  borougb  in 
which  he  resides.  All  measures  conducive  to 
their  true  advancement  have  always  received  his 
hearty  support.  When  Shelton  was  incorporated 
as  a borough  Mr.  Nettleton  was  elected  its  first 
warden,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  two  of- 
ficial terms  with  credit  to  himself  and  honor  to 
the  municipality,  in  which  many  improvements 
were  carried  forward  under  his  administration. 
In  politics  Mr.  Nettleton  is  an  unswerving  Re- 
publican— one  whose  devotion  to  his  party  has 
never  been  doubted.  With  him  Republicanism 
is  a conviction,  and  its  success  in  Huntington  is 
in  part  attributable  to  his  suggestions  and  sup- 
port. Yet  however  strong  his  party  affiliations 
may  be,  in  him  the  upright  patriot  is  never  lost 
in  an  office-seeking  politician;  and  it  may  be 
truly  said  of  him  that  he  represents  the  type  of 
citizen  in  whom  as  voter  and  statesman  rests  the 
hope  of  the  State  and  Nation,  and  all  that  is  best 
in  American  civilization. 

Mr.  Nettleton  is  a vestryman  of  St.  Jam6* 
Church,  Derby,  and  has  served  as  treasurer  of 
that  Society  since  1885.  In  these  days  of  in- 
tense competition  which  try  the  moral  fibre  of 
men,  he  has  reached  an  enviable  eminence  in  the 
business  world,  while  yet  a comparatively  youDf> 
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man,  living  meanwhile  a life  so  true  that  those 
who  know  him  best  love  him  most.  With  him 

To  do  the  will  is  more  than  creeds 

As  words  are  less  tha  n deeds. 

With  marked  executive  ability,  undoubted  moral 
integrity,  and  a dignity  which,  to  a stranger, 
might  seem  severe,  Mr.  Nettleton  has  a kind, 
genial  nature.  No  man  abhors  more  deeply  than 
he  anything  like  a Pharisaical  display  of  virtue 
or  benevolence,  yet  it  is  but  justice  to  add  that 
he  never  turns  a deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  the 
worthy  poor,  many  of  whom  have  found  in  him 
a friend  in  their  necessity,  while  many  a young 
man  owes  his  success  in  life  to  his  wise  counsel 
and  substantial  encouragement. 

In  1874  Mr.  Nettleton  was  married  to  Miss 
Katharine  Arnold,  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph 
Arnold,  a prominent  citizen  of  Derby,  and  two 
daughters — christened  Katharine  Arnold  Nettle- 
ton and  Ellen  Arnold  Nettleton — were  born  to 
them,  the  former  on  June  29,  1880,  and  the 
latter  on  July  21,  1883. 


WILLIAM  FERRIS  WATERBURY,  a 
most  popular  and  efficient  official  of  Stam- 
ford. and  a man  of  prominence  in  Church  and 
society  circles,  is  of  the  eighth  generation  of  the 
Waterbury  family  who  have  been  identified  with 
the  interests  of  Fairfield  county. 

John  Waterbury,  a native  of  England,  was 
born  about  the  year  1615,  and  on  coming  to 
America  settled  at  Watertown,  Mass.  He  mar- 
ried Rose , and  their  children  were: 

Rachel,  born  at  Watertown  about  1640;  Sarah, 
born  at  Watertown  about  1646;  John,  born  at 
Stamford,  Conn.,  about  1650;  Jonathan,  born  at 
Stamford  about  1653;  and  David,  born  at  Stam- 
ford about  1655.  The  father  of  these  died  July 
3L  1658.  at  Stamford,  and  the  widow,  on  May 
it,  1659,  married  Joseph  Garnsey,  and  their 
issue  was:  Joseph,  born  June  30,  1662.  The 

father  served  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1657. 

Jonathan  Waterbury.  born  about  the  year 
1653  at  Stamford,  married,  about  1676,  Eunice 

, and  their  issue  were:  Sarah,  born 

August  1 5,  1677:  Eunice,  October  7,  1679;  Rose, 
January  21,  1681;  Rachel,  August  26.  1684; 
Jonathan,  February 9,  1685;  Abigail,  July  1,  1688; 
Joseph,  June  26,  1691 ; and  Benjamin,  Septem- 
ber 12,  1694.  The  father  of  these  was  a sur- 
veyor. He  served  as  selectman  of  the  town  in 
the  years  1681-82-88-89-97-99.  He  died  Janu- 
ary 14,  1702. 

Benjamin  Waterbury,  born  September  12, 
1694,  at  Stamford,  married,  January  12,  1726- 
27,  Mary  Mead,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Mead,  of 
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Greenwich,  Conn.,  and  the  names  with  dates  of 
birth  of  their  issue  are:  Rachel,  November  to, 

1727;  Benjamin,  February  26,  1729;  Josiah, 
July  31,  1732;  James,  December  7,  1734;  Eben- 
ezer,  February  25,  1736-37;  Mary,  January  5, 
1 740-4 1,  and  Bertha,  May  20.  1744.  The 

father  of  these  was  a surveyor,  and  he  served  as 
a tithingman. 

Josiah  Waterbury,  born  July  31,  1732,  in 
Stamford,  married,  November  22,  1759,  Sarah 
Husted,  and  the  names  with  dates  of  birth  of  their 
issue,  are:  Samuel,  August  30,  1760;  Enos, 

June  19,  1762;  Hannah,  July  3,  1763;  William, 
November  24,  1766;  Abigail,  May  27,  1769; 
Mary,  July  15,  1771;  and  Jared,  November  4, 
1788.  The  name  of  Josiah  Waterbury  appears 
on  the  muster-roll  of  David  Waterbury’s  Com- 
pany in  the  Lake  George  campaign  of  the  Colonial 
war. 

Enos  Waterbury,  born  June  19,  1762,  mar- 
ried, May  9,  1781,  Sarah  Waterbury,  who  was 
born  August  20,  1763.  Their  issue  was:  Han- 
nah, born  May  13,  1784;  Nancy,  May  27,  1787; 
Horace.  August  29,  1789;  Jonathan  B.,  April  19, 
1792;  Maria,  April  19,  1794;  Sally  Irene,  June  9, 
1796;  Harriet,  January  13,  1799;  and  Eliza,  De- 
cember 17,  1 803.  By  a second  marriage  of  Enos 
Waterbury,  this  time  on  March  23,  1807,  to 
Catherine  Warring,  there  were  issue  : Mary, 

December  13,  1807;  Catherine,  born  February 
24,  1810,  died  December  1,  1839.  By  a third 
marriage  of  Mr.  Waterbury,  this  time  on  May  20, 

1 8 1 1 , to  Anna  Weeks,  the  issue  was  : Nancy, 

born  May  13,  1813,  died  January  12,  1874.  Anna 
(Weeks)  Waterbury  died  August  21,  1818,  and 
for  his  fourth  wife  Mr.  Waterbury  married  Amy 
Buxton,  widow  of  John  Buxton.  Mr.  Water- 
bury was  a patriot  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
It  appears  on  record  in  the  U.  S.  Pension  Office 
that  Enos  Waterbury  enlisted  at  Stamford  in 
June,  1779,  as  a private  soldier,  and  served  nine 
months  in  Capt.  Sylvanus  Brown’s  company  and 
Colonel  Mead’s  regiment.  He  again  enlisted, 
this  time  in  March,  1780,  and  served  nine  months 
as  a private  in  Reuben  Scofield’s  company.  His 
third  enlistment  was  in  March,  1781,  and  the 
term  of  service  nine  months  in  Capt.  Charles 
Smith’s  company.  The  records  show  further 
that  he  made  application  for  a pension  July  30, 
1832.  His  death  occurred  March  2,  1846,  and 
his  widow  subsequently  enjoyed  a pension. 

Horace  Waterbury  was  born  August  29,  1789. 
On  December  18,  1812,  he  was  married  to  Ann 
Miller,  and  they  had  issue:  Eliza,  born  May  13, 
1814;  Mary  Elizabeth,  August  13,  181 5;  Emeline, 
August  11,  1817;  George  Henry,  May  30,  1819; 
Ann  Maria,  February  7,  1821;  Charles  William, 
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January  I S,  1829,  and  Eliza,  August  lS,  1830. 
The  father  of  these,  too,  was  a patriot.  He  or- 
ganized a volunteer  company  for  the  war  of  1812. 
which  was  stationed  at  Shippan  Point.  He  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  and  rendered  service  in  that 
line  during  the  war. 

Charles  William  Waterbury,  born  January 
18,  1829.  married,  January  14,  1850,  Caroline 
Matilda  Ferris,  who  was  born  June  20.  1831. 
They  had  issue:  William  Ferris,  born  March  1, 
*851 ; Charles  Pearshall,  June  20,  1855,  died  Sep- 
tember 28,  1856;  Edwin  Horace,  August  12, 
1858;  Walter  Scott,  November  5,  i860;  Caroline 
Pearshall,  April  27,  1863.  The  father  of  these 
died  June  26,  i860.  He  was  occupied  through 
life  mainly  as  an  agriculturist,  but  for  a few  years 
carried  on  a grocery,  flour  and  feed,  coal  and 
wood  business  at  Waterside,  Stamford,  Conn., 
as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Henley  & Waterbury. 
In  the  Civil  war  (as  did  his  ancestors  in  previous 
wars')  he  went  forth  to  battle  for  his  country. 
Enlisting  on  September  10,  1862,  in  Company  B, 
28th  C.  V.  I.,  he  served  until  August  28,  1863. 
He  was  a member  af  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a 
.highly  esteemed  citizen. 

William  Ferris  Waterbury,  the  subject  proper 
-of  this  sketch,  was  born  March  1,  1851,  in  the 
town  of  Stamford,  his  boyhood  days  having  been 
passed  on  his  father’s  farm  on  Richmond  Hill. 
Here  he  remained  until  sixteen  years  of  age;  then 
entered  the  hardware  store  of  S.  W.  Scofield  & 
Co.,  at  Stamford,  remaining  one  year.  Follow- 
ing this  he  was  for  one  year  in  the  dry-goods  store 
of  Hubbard  & Holly.  Next  he  passed  four  years 
as  clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of  C.  E.  & A.  J. 
Holly.  He  then  went  into  business  for  himself, 
forming  a partnership  in  the  clothing  business 
with  J.  W.  Hurlbert,  under  the  firm  name  of  J. 
W.  Hurlbert  & Co.,  two  years  later  the  firm  be- 
coming Waterbury  & McDonald.  For  many 
years  Mr.  Waterbury  has  been  well  and  favor- 
ably known  in  the  public  affairs  of  Stamford  and 
Fairfield  county.  From  1876  to  1879  he  was 
assistant  town  clerk,  and  in  1878-79  he  served 
as  a borough  tax  collector.  On  July  25,  1891, 
he  was  appointed  town  clerk  to  fill  the  unexpired 
term  of  Charles  E.  Holly,  and  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  in  October  following.  He  is  still  in 
this  office.  He  has  been  clerk  of  the  Probate 
Court  for  ten  years  past.  Socially,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  Union  Lodge  No.  5,  F.  & A.  M.,  Wash- 
ington Council  No.  6,  R.  & S.  M.,  and  Ritten- 
house  Chapter  No.  11.  R.  A.  M.,  of  Stamford; 
he  is  a member  of  Rippowam  Lodge  No.  24,  I. 
O.  O.  F. ; also  a member  of  Wascusse  Encamp- 
ment No.  14,  and  was  a charter  member  of  Can- 
ton Thomas  Wiley  No.  6.  Moreover  he  is  a 


member  of  Stamford  Council  No.  999,  Royal 
Arcanum;  also  of  John  M.  Simms  Camp  No.  49, 
S.  of  V. ; also  president  of  the  Stamford  Co-Op- 
erative Building  ami  Loan  Association.  Mr. 
Waterbury  is  active  io  the  Church  and  its  auxil- 
iary societies,  and  has  been  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Stamford  since  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  He  is  president  of  the  Stamford 
Christian  Endeavor  Union,  and  is  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  of  the  Stamford  Baptist 
Church.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  He  is  a member  of  and  is  registrar  of  the 
Society  of  Connecticut  Sons  of  the  Revolution, 
is  also  registrar  of  the  Connecticut  Society  of  the 
Order  of  Founders  and  Patriots  of  America. 

On  December  20,  1877,  at  Greenwich,  Conn., 
Mr.  Waterbury  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  L. 
Kenworthy,  daughter  of  George  A.  and  Harriet 
(Weed)  Kenworthy,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
the  following  children:  Howard  Roger,  born  at 

Greenwich,  January  7,  1881;  and  Mildred  Adelle, 
born  September  12,  1887,  at  Stamford. 

The  Ferris  Family  of  Fairfield  county,  into 
which  Charles  William  Waterbury  (of  the  sixth 
generation  of  Waterburys  here)  married,  is  of 
New  England's  early  families.  The  family  orig- 
inated in  Normandy.  Henry  de  Ferris,  a Nor- 
man, obtained  from  William  the  Conquerer  large 
grants  of  land  in  Staffordshire,  Derbyshire  and 
Leicestershire,  England.  The  immigrant  to  this 
country,  Jeffrey  Ferris,  located  at  Watertown, 
Mass.,  and,  so  it  appears,  was  married  twice. 
The  name  of  his  first  wife  is  not  now  known. 
His  second  wife,  who  died  at  Greenwich, Conn., 

December  23,  1660,  was  Susannah 

Jeffrey  Ferris  must  have  resided  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  as  early  as  1635,  for  in  that  year  it  is 
known  that  he  was  made  a freeman.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wethersfield,  Conn., 
thence  he  removed  to  Greenwich,  and  from  there, 
after  his  first  wife’s  death,  to  Stamford.  H>s 
death  occurred  in  1660;  his  second  wife  died 
December  23,  1660.  The  issue  by  the  second 
marriage  were:  James,  Peter,  Joseph,  Mary 

and  John. 

Of  these,  John  Ferris,  who  was  born  in  i639- 
removed  to  West  Chester,  Westchester  Co..  N. 
Y.,  in  1654,  becoming  one  of  the  first  Patentees 
of  the  town  of  West  Chester.  He  married  (first) 

Mary , and  (second)  Grace "e 

died  in  1715,  and  his  second  wife  in  the  same 
year  at  Flushing,  L.  1.  The  issue  by  the secon 
marriage  was:  Mary,  Samuel,  James,  Jonathan, 
John,  Peter,  Phoebe,  Hannah,  Martha  and  Sara 
Of  that  generation,  James  Ferris  married  Annie 
Sands,  of  Sands  Point.  L.  I.,  and  the  issue  was: 
James,  Benjamin,  Martha,  Marcy,  Elizabet  , 
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Anne  and  Mary.  Benjamin  Ferris  married  Sarah 
Palmer,  and  had  issue:  Sands,  Benjamin,  Cor- 

nell and  Ann.  Sands  Ferris  married  Susan  Pot- 
ter, and  had  issue:  Benjamin  Franklin,  Thomas, 
Elizabeth,  Sally  Ann  and  Amelia.  The  father 
died  May  8,  1840,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
June  9,  1819.  Benjamin  Franklin  Ferris  mar- 
ried Caroline  M.  Pearshall,  and  had  issue:  Will- 

iam Hawkins,  who  was  cashier  of  the  sub-treas- 
ury at  New  York  for  many  years;  Caroline  Ma- 
tilda, who  married  Charles  W.  Waterbury;  and 
Josephine  A.,  who  married  Walter  Coon. 


EORGE  WASHINGTON  BEARDSLEY,  of 
the  Beardsley  Building  Company,  was  born 
March  18,  1841,  in  Monroe  township,  and  is  a 
son  of  Hiram  Beardsley,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  township. 

Hiram  Beardsley  originally  learned  the  tan- 
ner’s trade,  which  he  followed  during  the  earlier 
part  of  his  life,  but  later  he  became  a farmer  in 
a small  way  in  the  township  of  Monroe.  During 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  engaged  in  mak- 
ing saddletrees.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  a 
Whig  and  in  later  life  a Republican,  was  a man 
of  positive  opinions,  and  especially  active  in 
political  affairs.  He  was  scarcely  less  active  in 
religious  matters,  being  a member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Monroe  Center,  and  wap 
always  a member  of  the  choir.  He  married  El- 
mina  Nichols,  daughter  of  Silas  Nichols,  of 
Trumbull  township,  and  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Henry  N.,  a member  of  the  Beardsley 
Building  Company;  Sarah,  born  in  August,  1837, 
who  married  James  Marsh,  now  deceased;  George 
Washington,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Harriet, 
now  deceased;  Mary,  who  married  Albert 
Wheeler,  who  died  in  1895;  Charles  E.,  who  is 
associated  with  the  Beardsley  Building  Company 
(he  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  Belinda  Gunn, 
and  second  to  Anna  E.  Curr).  Hiram  Beardsley 
died  in  the  year  18 — , his  wife  in  1854. 

George  W.  Beardsley  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Monroe  township,  and  at  private 
schools  in  Monroe  Centre,  attending  until  he  was 
about  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  began  learning 
the  carpenter  and  joiner  trade  with  William  A. 
Lum,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four 
years,  finishing  his  apprenticeship  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  During  the  following  four  or 
five  years  he  was  a journeyman  carpenter  in  Birm- 
ingham, and  then  formed  a partnership  with  C. 
T.  Beardsley,  the  firm  name  being  C.  T.  & G. 
W.  Beardsley,  of  Derby,  Conn.,  and  engaged  in 
contracting  and  building.  This  partnership  con- 
tinued three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the 


brother,  Henry  N..  was  admitted  to  partnership, 
and  in  1892  Charles  E.  Beardsley  entered  the 
firm,  taking  the  interest  of  C.  T.  Beardsley,  the 
headquarters  of  the  company  remaining  in  Derby 
until  about  this  time.  In  1871,  about  two  years 
after  Henry  N.  Beardsley  had  been  admitted, 
another  partnership  was  formed,  with  E.  W. 
Downs,  and  the  manufacture  of  sash,  doors  and 
blinds  was  taken  up.  This  partnership  continued 
for  about  two  years,-  in  a factory  at  Shelton.  At 
length  Mr.  Downs  withdrew  from  the  company, 
but  the  name  continued  to  be  used,  the  Beards- 
ley Building  Company  including  the  partnership 
with  C.  T.  Beardsley  and  Mr.  Downs,  C.  T. 
Beardsley  retiring  in  1892.  The  company  has 
for  its  field  of  operations  Ansonia,  Derby  and 
Shelton,  and  has  done  the  greater  part  of  the 
building  in  Shelton.  This  firm  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  its  section  of  the  State,  and  has  been 
unusually  successful.  Politically,  George  W. 
Beardsley  has  always  been  a Republican,  and  has 
been  a burgess  for  several  years.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Ousatonic  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has 
been  an  unusually  active  member  of  the  order. 
He  is  a director  in  both  the  Derby  Savings  Bank 
and  the  Mercantile  Co-operative  Bank.  He  is  a 
member  and  a trustee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Shelton,  and  has  always  been  a public- 
spirited  citizen  and  loyal  to  his  town. 

Mr.  Beardsley  married  Susan  Hine,  daughter 
of  Harvey  Hine,  of  Orange,  and  has  children  as 
follows:  Bertha,  who  married  Edmond  Wilkin- 
son, now  deceased,  and  who  is  now  living  at 
her  parental  home;  Arthur,  connected  with  the 
business  of  his  father;  Ruth,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  and  Harry,  who  is  living  at  home. 


TIMOTHY  O’BRIEN.  senior  member  of  the 
_ firm  of  Obrien  & Schindler,  leading  con- 
tractors and  builders  of  Bridgeport,  is  a man 
whose  skill  and  enterprise  have  won  for  him  a 
high  reputation  in  his  chosen  calling,  and  his  suc- 
cess in  life  is  the  more  worthy  of  note  because  of 
the  fact  that  he  has  made  his  own  way  unaided 
by  inherited  capital.  He  was  born  in  Conan, 
Parish  of  Killmackabeir,  County  Cork,  Ireland, 
and  is  the  third  of  the  name  in  direct  line.  His 
grandfather,  Timothy  O’Brien,  who  was  a farm- 
er by  occupation,  was  a native  of  Queenstown. 

Timothy  O’Brien  (2),  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  at  the  old  home  in  County  Cork  and 
passed  his  life  in  that  locality.  He  married 
Margaret  Cockley,  a native  of  the  same  county, 
and  had  eight  children  as  follows:  Daniel,  a 

farmer  in  Ireland;  Catherine,  who  married  Pat- 
rick McCarty,  and  resides  in  Ireland;  Mary,  de- 
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ceased;  Timothy,  our  subject;  Ellen,  deceased; 
James,  a farmer  in  Ireland;  Dennis,  a bookkeeper 
in  Jersey  City;  and  Margaret,  wife  of  Terrence 
Loughlen,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

As  a boy  at  home  our  subject  began  to  dis- 
play the  industry  and  thrift  which  have  marked 
his  career,  and  before  coming  to  America  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  had  already  gained  some  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  mason’s  trade.  He  com- 
pleted his  apprenticeship  in  Bridgeport,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home  with  the  exception 
of  one  year  in  Springfield,  Mass.  By  nature  he 
was  too  independent  to  long  remain  in  a subord- 
inate place,  and  for  some  years  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  business  on  his  own  account  as  a gen- 
eral contractor.  For  three  years  he  was  in  part- 
nership with  John  J.  Green,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Green  & O’Brien,  and  at  present  he  is  associated 
with  John  Schindler.  Politically,  he  is  an  ardent 
Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  he  is  a Roman 
Catholic,  being  a prominent  member  of  the 
Church  of  The  Sacred  Heart.  Socially,  he  and 
his  family  are  popular,  and  he  belongs  to  various 
fraternal  organizations,  including  the  Foresters 
of  America,  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  He  married  (first)  Miss  Mar- 
garet Ivers,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  died  June 
21,  1883.  On  June  3,  1885,  he  married  Miss 
Jane  O’Connor,  a native  of  County  Kerry,  Ire- 
land, a daughter  of  John  O’Connor,  who  passed 
his  entire  life  in  that  county.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage Mr.  O’Brien  had  four  children:  Joseph, 

Timothy  R.  and  John,  who  are  living,  and  Ellen, 
deceased.  By  the  second  union  there  are  three 
children:  Henry  T.,  Ernest  V.  and  Jeanette  F., 
all  at  home. 


JOHN  SCHINDLER.  This  enterprising  resi- 
dent of  Bridgeport  is  a member  of  a well- 
known  firm  of  O’Brien  & Schindler,  masons, 
who  have  an  extensive  business  as  contractors 
and  builders,  their  yards  being  located  on  Garden 
street,  Bridgeport.  They  are  the  only  contract- 
ors there  who  build  large  ovens  for  bakeries,  and 
at  present  they  have  on  hand  several  contracts  in 
that  line  with  local  establishments.  Mr.  Schind- 
ler is  a selfmade  man,  his  energy  and  thrift  re- 
flecting great  credit  upon  him,  and  the  following 
brief  review  of  his  life  is  well  worthy  of  preserva- 
tion. 

Born  December  20,  1857,  in  New  York  City, 
Mr.  Schindler  is  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Oberst)  Schindler.  His  father  was  a native  of 
a part  of  France  that  is  now  in  Germany,  where 
he  learned  the  mason's  trade.  At  the  age  of 
thirty  he  came  to  this  country,  and  for  some  time 


was  employed  in  a furniture  shop  in  New  York. 
He  died  when  our  subject  was  about  two  days 
old,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  Bavaria,  died 
in  1890.  Of  their  two  children,  the  elder, 
George,  is  now  a mason  in  Bridgeport. 

Our  subject’s  youth  was  spent  mainly  io 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received  a public- 
school  education  and,  later,  served  an  appren- 
ticeship to  the  mason’s  trade.  In  1880  he  went 
to  his  native  city,  where  he  was  employed  at  his 
trade  one  year,  and  in  1881  he  settled  in  Bridge- 
port, engaging  in  the  same  line  of  business.  He 
and  his  partner,  Timothy  O’Brien,  have  a gen- 
eral trade,  undertaking  work  of  any  kind  and 
with  most  satisfactory  results.  Politically,  Mr. 
Schindler  is  a Democrat,  but  he  is  not  especially 
active  in  public  affairs.  He  and  bis  family  are 
highly  respected  socially,  and  are  identified  with 
the  German  Catholic  Church  at  Bridgeport, 
while  he  is  also  a leading  member  of  the  St. 
Joseph's  Society.  On  October  5,  1887,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Louisa  Volz,  a native  of  Bridgeport, 
and  a daughter  of  William  Volz,  who  was  bora 
in  Germany.  They  reside  at  No.  135  Sher- 
wood avenue,  and  their  home  is  brightened  by 
three  attractive  children:  Louisa,  Emma  and 
John  William. 


MENRY  FRANCIS  WANNING,  president 

and  general  manager  of  the  Birmingham 

Iron  Foundry,  of  Derby,  Conn.,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  March  30,  1846.  After  receiv- 
ing his  earlier  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  be  entered  the  high  school  oi 
Taunton,  Mass.,  where  he  graduated  in  1862. 

Soon  after  laying  aside  his  text  books  Mr. 
Wanning  began  work  in  the  office  of  the  woolen- 
mills  of  Samuel  Slater’sSons  at  Webster,  Mass., 
but  after  a time  he  removed  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  New  York 
City  Steel  Works,  and  while  there  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  proprietors  of  the  Birmingham 
Iron  Foundry,  of  Derby,  Conn.  Subsequently 
he  was  induced  by  that  company  to  accept  the 
position  of  bookkeeper  for  their  establishment, 
and  ever  since  1 865  he  has  been  identified  with 
that  firm  in  different  capacities.  In  1879  he  was 
elected  their  secretary;  in  1888  he  became  treas- 
urer; and  in  1891,  having  acquired  a larger 
terest  in  the  corporation,  he  succeeded  Royal  M- 
Bassett  as  its  president  and  general  manage*. 
He  has  served  as  a director  of  the  Birmingham 
National  Bank  since  ] 888. 

In  1870  Mr.  Wanning  was  married  to.' 
Harriet  Wallace,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Me 
son  H.  Downs,  of  Shelton,  Coon.,  a lady  0 
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marked  refinement  and  charming  personality. 
Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Wanning  has  resided  in 
Shelton,  having  previously,  from  1865,  made  his 
home  in  Derby.  He  and  his  wife  have  three  liv- 
ing children:  Grace  Elizabeth,  born  in  1871,  who 
was  married  in  1896  to  Julius  G.  Day;  Francis 
Downs,  secretary  of  the  Birmingham  Iron  Foun- 
dry, born  in  1873;  and  Harriet  Downs,  born  in 
1879.  Though  not  a member,  Mr.  Wanning  is 
interested  in  the  Second  Congregational  Church 
of  Derby,  of  which  he  has  been  a regular  attend- 
ant and  cheerful  supporter  since  settling  at  his 
present  locality. 


WILBUR  F.  TOMLINSON.  Among  the 
well-known  names  on  the  pages  of  Con- 
necticut history  is  found  engraved,  high  up  in 
the  “Temple  of  Fame,”  the  name  of  Tomlinson. 
In  1630  a grant  of  territory  was  made  to  the 
Earl  of  Warwick,  which  grant  was  the  beginning 
of  the  history  of  Connecticut.  In  1643  Con- 
necticut was  admitted  to  the  Union  of  New  Eng- 
land. At  such  an  early  period  the  colony  was 
in  a very  unsettled  state,  and  the  citizens  were 
composed  of  that  hardy  pioneer  stock  that  has 
been  the  glory  of  America.  In  1652,  there  came 
from  England  one  Henry  Tomlinson,  baptized 
at  Derby,  England,  in  1606.  Tradition  says  he 
was  a weaver  by  trade.  He  settled  at  Milford, 
Conn.,  and  his  talents  soon  made  him  a promi- 
nent factor  in  the  town,  and  for  a long  time  he 
occupied  the  responsible  position  of  keeper  of 
the  ordinary  court  tecords.  His  death  occurred 
at  Stratford  in  1681. 

After  Henry  Tomlinson  comes  the  Lieutenant, 
Agur  Tomlinson,  his  son,  who  was  born  at  Strat- 
ford, November  1,  1658.  He  was  a physician, 
and  his  son  Zachariah,  who  was  born  at  Strat- 
ford, Conn.,  October  31,  1693,  became  a large 
real-estate  owner,  and  left  a family  of  children. 
Capt.  Beach  Tomlinson,  a son  of  Zachariah,  was 
born  December  3 or  7,  1726,  at  Stratford,  and 
followed  farming  as  an  occupation;  he  owned  a 
great  deal  of  property  which  he  rented.  He  was 
appointed  an  ensign  in  the  trained  band,  and 
afterward  became  its  captain.  In  his  family 
were  fourteen  children,  among  whom  was  Agur, 
born  December  1,  1756,  at  Huntington,  Conn. 
Agur  Tomlinson  was  one  of  the  patriots  of  the 
Revolution,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war,  like 
Cincinnatus  of  ancient  fame,  went  home  to  his 
farming,  his  life  work;  he  died  November  28, 
1847,  aged  ninety-one. 

Charles  Tomlinson,  the  son  of  Agur,  and 
grandfather  of  Wilbur  F.  Tomlinson,  whose 
name  opens  this  review,  was  born  at  White  Hills, 


in  the  town  of  Huntington,  Fairfield  county,  on 
February  20,  1788.  He,  too,  followed  farming 
as  an  occupation  all  his  life.  His  wife  in  her 
maidenhood  was  Anna  Pearce,  a twin  sister  of 
Aaron  Pearce,  and  she  became  the  mother  of  five 
children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Nelson,  a 

farmer  living  on  the  old  homestead;  William, 
mentioned  more  fully  below;  Ann,  the  wife  of 
John  Hull,  of  Oxford,  Conn.;  Caroline,  the  wife 
of  John  Sherman,  of  Newtown;  and  Mary  Emily, 
the  wife  of  Legrand  Stone,  of  Smith  connty, 
Kans.  The  parents  of  these  children  lived  far 
beyond  the  allotted  three-score  and  ten  years, 
the  father  dying  May  10,  1879,  aged  ninety-one 
years,  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  ninety-three. 

William  Tomlinson  passed  his  entire  life  ara 
farmer,  to  which  occupation  he  was  well  fitted 
by  his  early  training  under  his  father.  For 
several  terms  during  the  winter  he  taught  school, 
winning  a good  reputation  both  as  an  instructor 
and  as  a disciplinarian.  On  June  7,  1846,  he 
married  Miss  Ruth  Drew,  who  was  born  Febru- 
ary 15,  1829,  in  the  town  of  Southeast,  Putnam 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Deacon  Ferris  Drew. 
The  Drews  were  of  French  extraction,  and  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Tomlinson,  though  a native  of 
New  York  State  ^where  his  father,  Isaac  Drew, 
was  a farmer),  died  in  Connecticut.  After  his 
marriage  William  Tomlinson  took  his  young 
bride  to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  Nora,  Jo  Daviess 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  For  nine 
years  they  made  their  home  in  the  Prairie  State, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  they  returned  to  Con- 
necticut. locating  at  Woodbridge,  where  they 
still  reside.  A Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Tom- 
linson has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  etc., 
though  in  no  sense  could  he  be  regarded  as  an 
office-seeker,  the  offices  he  has  accepted  coming 
to  him  without  any  effort  on  his  part.  A family 
of  five  children  were  born  to  William  Tomlinson 
and  his  wife,  of  whom  the  following  is  the  record: 
Warren  E.,  born  February  25,  1850,  is  a car- 
penter in  the  town  of  Huntington;  Frank  E.,  born 
April  24,  1854,  went,  in  1883,  to  South  Dakota, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  farming;  Wilbur  F..  the 
subject  proper  of  this  review,  comes  next;  Royal 
D.,  born  December  28,  1860,  is  the  foreman 
of  a machine  shop  at  Rondout,  N.  Y. ; and  Her- 
bert H.,  born  April  25,  1869,  is  at  home.  The 
entire  family  adhere  to  the  faith  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

Wilbur  F.  Tomlinson,  a worthy  representa- 
tive of  this  ancient  family,  now  known  and  hon- 
ored as  one  of  the  substantial  business  men  of 
Danbury,  was  born  at  Nora,  Jo  Daviess  Co., 
111.,  May  16,  1856.  His  life,  until  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  was  passed  upon  a farm,  but  not 
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having  any  decided  taste  for  agricultural  pursuits, 
he  decided  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  fight  his 
own  battles.  He  accordingly  went  to  Stepney, 
Conn.,  and  was  employed  for  about  four  years  as 
a clerk  in  the  country  store  of  Hawley  Brothers. 
For  two  years  then  he  stayed  on  the  larm  at 
home,  when  he  went  to  Bridgeport,  and  for 
three  years  was  engaged  in  the  meat  and  grocery 
business.  In  1885  he  came  to  Danbury,  where 
he  carried  on  an  ice  business;  in  1890  he  formed 
a co-partnership  with  A.  W.  Parmelee  in  the  un- 
dertaking business,  under  the  .firm  name  of 
Parmelee  & Tomlinson.  They  are  pleasantly 
located  at  No.  46  White  street,  in  the  Union 
Hall  building,  Danbury,  and  have  given  the  best 
satisfaction  in  their  business. 

On  December  6,  1882,  Wilbur  F.  Tomlinson 
was  married  to  Antoinette,  a daughter  of  Perkins 
French,  of  Easton,  this  county,  and  one  son  has 
been  born  to  them — Carl,  born  June  6,  1886. 

Politically,  our  subject  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  is  one  of  the  leaders  in  his 
town.  For  two  years  he  represented  the  Second 
ward  on  the  board  of  alderman,  giving  satisfac- 
tion to  his  constituents,  and  gaining  the  good 
will  of  the  citizens  in  general.  He  is  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  American  Mechanics. 

As  a representative  of  such  an  old  family,  Mr. 
Tomlinson  has  proven  himself  worthy  of  the  name 
he  bears,  his  sterling  integrity  and  his  courtesy 
winning  the  regard  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. 

Among  the  other  descendants  of  Henry  Tom- 
linson, the  emigrant,  whose  place  in  the  history 
of  Connecticut  entitles  them  to  representation  in 
a volume  of  this  kind,  was  Theodore  Tomlinson, 
who  was  born  at  Rhinebeck,  Dutchess  Co. , «N . Y. , 
in  1817.  He  entered  the  University  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  after 
his  graduation  from  Yale  Law  School.  Imme- 
diately after  his  admission  to  the  Bar  he  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  New  York  City, 
and  in  1850  was  appointed  attorney  of  the  cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  New  York.  He  rapidly 
rose  in  the  profession,  and  attained  considerable 
prominence.  H is  ability  as  an  orator  was  such  as 
to  make  his  name  a familiar  household  word,  and 
he  was  often  compared  with  Henry  Clay.  Act- 
ive in  the  work  of  the  Whig  party,  he  was  in 
1859  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  of  New 
York,  and  was  one  of  the  most  noted  debaters  on 
the  floor  of  either  house.  His  sound  judgment, 
his  logical  reasoning,  his  practical  ideas,  clothed 
in  the  purest  and  simplest  language,  held  his  lis- 
teners spellbound,  and  won  him  an  undying  fame. 

Another  prominent  representative  of  this  fam- 
ily was  Gideon  Tomlinson,  the  son  of  Jabez  (who 


was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  army),  bora 
at  Stratford,  Conn.,  December  31,  1780,  and  ed- 
ucated at  Yale  College,  where  he  graduated  in 
1802.  In  1817  he  was  elected  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  Connecticut,  re-elected  the  follow- 
ing year  and  chosen  speaker  of  the  house.  He 
was  a member  of  the  convention  that  formed  the 
constitution  of  the  State;  and  gave  it  his  effective 
support.  In  1818  he  was  sent  to  Congress,  tak- 
ing his  seat  in  1819.  He  continued  to  represent 
his  district  in  Congress  until  1827,  when  be  was 
chosen  Governor  of  the  State,  being  re-elected 
during  the  three  succeeding  years.  In  1831  he 
resigned  the  office  of  Governor  to  become  a 
United  States  Senator.  At  the  close  of  his  term 
in  the  Senate,  during  which  six  years  .be.  had 
taken  a prominent  and  brilliant  part,  he  retired 
to  his  home  in  Greenfield  Hill,  where  he  died 
October  8,  1854,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 
His  wife  was  Sarah  Bradley,  daughter  of  William 
Bradley,  of  Greenfield  Hill. 

The  Tomlinson  family  have  been  well  repre- 
sented at  Yale,  no  less  than  sixteen  members 
having  graduated  from  that  institution  between 
the  years  1744  and  1885. 


FREDERICK  C.  TOOLEY,  a leading  resi- 

ident  of  Danbury,  has  been  identified  for  a 

number  of  years  with  industries  of  that  busy  city, 
but  is  now  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  insur- 
ance business,  with  an  office  at  Bridgeport.  An 
able  business  man,  he  is  also  an  excellent  citizen, 
and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Tooley  comes  of  good  New  England 
stock  in  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  lines. 
Alvin  L.  Tooley,  his  father,  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont in  1829,  a son  of  Cyrus  and  Lydia  Tooley, 
and  is  now  residing  in  Danbury.  He  married 
Miss  Frances  Mary  Nash,  daughter  of  — — 
and  Sophronia  Nash,  and  a native  of  Vermont. 
This  worthy  couple  have  had  three  children: 
Frederick  C.,  Ella  L.  and  Alvin  DeLos. 

Mr.  Tooley,  our  subject,  was  born  July  9- 

1855,  at  Poultney,  Vt.,  but  was  educated  in  the 

common  schools  and  the  academy  at  Holley, 
Orleans  county,  N.  Y.,  his  parents  having  re- 
moved to  a farm  in  that  locality  when  he  was  a 
small  boy.  On  leaving  school  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  farm  work 
for  a time,  but  at  twenty-one  he  came  to  Dan- 
bury  and  engaged  in  the  hatter's  trade  as  an  em- 
ploye of  the  Tweedy  Manufacturing  Company, 
remaining  several  years  and  holding  the  position 
of  assistant  foreman  during  the  greater  portion  0 
the  time.  He  then  spent  three  years  with  Hol- 
ley, Beltaire  & Co.  as  a foreman  of  their  form- 
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ing  department,  and  on  giving  up  that  responsi- 
ble post  he  went  into  hat  manufacturing  on  his 
own  account,  in  partnership  with  L.  W.  Comes 
and  Alvin  D.  Tooley,  a brother,  the  firm  name 
being  F.  C.  Tooley  & Co.  After  five  years  he 
sold  out  his  interests  and  engaged  alone  in  a 
wood-working  enterprise,  making.a  specialty  of 
hatters’  supplies.  A serious  accident  which 
nearly  caused  the  loss  of  his  right  arm,  led  him 
to  abandon  this  line  of  work  in  1894,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  been  successfuly  conducting  a 
real-estate  and  insurance  business,  his  brother 
Alvin  D.  being  his  partner  under  the  style  of 
Tooley  Brothers. 

Mr.  Tooley  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Vintz,  a 
native  of  Baden,  Germany,  whose  parents,  Fred- 
erick and  Mary  (Shafner)  Vintz,  came  to  this 
county  during  her  childhood.  She  has  two  sis- 
ters residing  in  Danbury:  Mrs.  Ferguson  and 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Irvin'-.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tooley  have 
one  daughter,  an  adopted  child,  Mabel  K.,  born 
August  10,  1892.  All  progressive  movements 
command  Mr.  Tooley’s  sympathy,  and  he  is 
especially  active  in  religious  work,  he  and  his 
wife  being  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Danbury.  For  several  years  he  has 
been  librarian  in  the  Sunday-school.  Politically 
he  is  a firm  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 


RTHUR  H.  SENIOR,  proprietor  and  gen- 
eral manager  and  treasurer  of  the  A.  H. 
Senior  Corset  Company,  Bethel,  was  bom  April 
2,  1857,  in  the  town  of  Morris,  Litchfield  Co., 
Connecticut. 

William  Senior,  father  of  our  subject,  was  an 
Englishman  by  birth,  having  been  born,  in  1810, 
in  Derbyshire,  England,  whence,  when  twelve 
years  old,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  coun- 
try, locating  at  Washington,  Litchfield  Co., 
Conn.,  where  he  passed  his  youth  on  a farm. 
His  education  was  received  partly  in  Connecticut, 
and  he  was  an  agriculturist  all  his  life.  In  the 
town  of  Danbury  he  married  Catherine  Wheeler, 
a native  of  Redding,  Conn.,  who,  after  the  death 
of  her  husband,  March  12,  1864,  made  her  home 
in  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  whence  after  a year 
she  removed  to  a farm  in  Woodbury,  Conn., 
where  she  resided  eleven  years.  In  1882  she 
married  a Mr.  Perkins,  a retired  farmer.  By  her 
first  husband,  William  Senior,  she  had  six  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Charles  is  a painter  by  trade, 
and  resides  in  New  London,  Conn. ; Hattie  mar- 
ried Joseph  Hawley,  and  resides  in  Danbury; 
Carrie  J.  married  Thomas  Cassady,  and  lives  in 
Springfield,  Mass.;  Emma  (deceased)  married 
Frank  Ganung;  Arthur  H.  is  our  subject;  and 


Clarence  E.  resides  in  Morris  township,  Litch- 
field Co.,  Conn.  The  mother  of  these  died  in 
August,  18 — . In  his  political  preferences  Mr. 
Senior  was  a Republican,  in  religious  faith  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Arthur  H.  Senior,  of  whom  this  sketch  more 
particularly  relates,  passed  his  boyhood  on  a farm, 
and  attended  the  district  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  went  ta 
Bridgeport,  and  for  a year  clerked  for  D.  Bost- 
wick  & Co.,  after  which  he  was  in  similar  employ 
with  William  H.  Ladd  and  Joseph  Scott,  in 
Waterbury,  one  and  one-half  years.  He  then 
moved  to  the  town  of  Woodbury  where  he  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter,  in  1878  removing  to 
Bethel,  and  for  three  years  working  for  Gilbert 
Brothers,  carpenters  at  that  place;  he  was  also 
employed  in  a hat  shop  one  season.  He  then 
embarked  in  the  building  business,  in  connection 
operating  a lumber  yard,  and  still  carries  on  the 
enterprise. 

On  November  13,  1893,  Mr.  Senior  bought 
the  New  York  City  branch  of  the  Madame  Gris- 
wold corset  business,  and  November  28,  1894,  a 
stock  company  was  formed  known  as  the  A.  H. 
Senior  Corset  Company,  which  was  incor- 
porated April  15,  1895;  the  firm  bought  out  the 
entire  Madame  Griswold  corset  business,  and 
consolidated  it  with  the  A.  H.  Senior  Corset 
Company.  They  manufacture  the  Madame  Gris- 
wold and  the  Parisian  corset;  also  waists,  girdles, 
belts,  skirt  supporters,  etc.  Mr.  Senior  has 
been  treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  con- 
cern ever  since  it  was  started. 

On  October  4,  1883,  at  Bethel,  Conn., 
Arthur  H.  Senior  was  married  to  Evanna  Bene- 
dict, daughter  of  Gad  and  Delia  (Toucey)  Bene- 
dict, of  Newtown,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
farmer  and  hatter,  and  one  child,  Harold,  born 
December  25,  1886,  has  come  to  brighten  the 
home  of  our  subject  and  wife.  Mr.  Senior  is  a 
member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  King  Solomon  Lodge 
No.  7,  at  Woodbury,  of  Eureka  Chapter  No.  83, 
at  Danbury,  and  of  Wooster  Council  and  Cru- 
sader Commandery  No.  10,  of  Danbury,  and 
Pyramid  Temple,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.;  also 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  Bethel  Lodge 
No.  3159,  and  of  the  Heptasophs,  No. 379, Bethel 
Conclave. 


€HARLES  0.  BROWN,  city  engineer  of  Dan- 
bury, Fairfield  county.  Conn.,  is  an  able 
official,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term  in  his 
responsible  position. 

The  Browns  are  of  Colonial  stock,  and  our 
subject  is  a relative  of  John  Brown,  who  served 
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as  a private  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  Fred- 
erick and  Mary  (Brown)  Brown,  the  grandpar- 
ents of  our  subject,  were  residents  of  Greenboro, 
N.  Y.,  and  Isaac  Brown,  his  father,  was  born 
there  in  November,  1809,  and  for  many  years 
conducted  the  leading  grocery  of  the  place.  He 
died  June  16,  1857,  but  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  E.  Losee,  is  still  living.  She 
was  also  a native  of  Greenboro,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Abram  and  Eliza  Losee. 

Mr.  Brown,  our  subject,  who  was  the  only 
child  of  his  parents,  was  bom  October  8,  1852, 
at  the  old  home  in  Greenboro,  where  he  obtained 
an  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools. 
In  1868  he  entered  the  Weston  Military  Insti- 
tute at  Weston,  Conn.,  where  he  spent  two 
years;  then  taught  for  eighteen  months  in  the 
Wilcox  Military  Institute,  on  South  street,  Stam- 
ford, Conn.  During  his  school  course  he  became 
familiar  with  the  theoretical  side  of  civil  engin- 
eering, and  desiring  to  secure  practical  work  in 
that  line  he  entered  the  office  of  M.  K.  Couzens, 
then  city  engineer  at  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
mained there  six  years.  George  Raynor  having 
succeeded  Mr.  Couzens  in  the  office,  two  years 
were  spent  with  him.  and  then  Mr.  Brown  left 
Yonkers  to  find  or  make  an  opening  for  an  inde- 
pendent business.  Locating  in  Danbury,  he  was 
engaged  for  four  or  five  years  in  other  enter- 
prises, but  in  1885  he  opened  an  office  and  es- 
tablished himself  in  business  in  his  chosen  call- 
ing. In  1895  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  city 
engineer,  and  at  the  end  of  his  first  term  of  one 
year  he  was  again  chosen,  his  efficient  service 
gaining  for  him  appreciative  recognition  from  the 
people. 

Mr.  Brown  is  an  influential  worker  in  the  Re- 
publican organization  of  his  locality,  and  is  iden- 
tified  with  only  one  secret  order,  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men.  In  1878  he  married  Miss 
Jennie  Floretta  White,  daughter  of  Charles 
White,  a well-known  citizen  of  Danbury,  with 
whom  they  reside  at  No.  22  Grandview  avenue, 
corner  of  Morris  street.  They  have  no  children. 

Charles  White,  the  father-in-law  of  Mr. 
Brown,  was  born  February  16,  1826,  in  Wilt- 
shire, England,  a son  of  John  V.  White  and 
grandson  of  John  C.  White.  His  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Penelope  Norton,  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Norton,  of  England.  John  V. 
White  and  his  wife  had  ten  children:  Mary, 

John,  George  H.,  Cornelius.  Edward,  Charles; 
Elizabeth,  Eliza,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy 
and  whose  names  are  not  now  recalled.  Only 
four  lived  to  adult  age,  and  of  these,  John  came 
to  America  in  1836,  George  H.,  Charles  and 
Eliza  coming  in  the  following  year  with  their 


parents.  Mr.  White  and  his  brother  George  H., 
who  is  also  a resident  of  Danbury,  are  now  the 
only  survivors  of  this  large  family.  Mr.  White 
was  educated  in  Amenia,  N.  Y.,  and  in  Danbury, 
where  he  attended  the  common  schools  of  the 
time.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  to  learn 
the  hatter’s  trade  with  Hoyt  & Tweedy,  and  on 
the  completion  of  his  apprenticeship  he  worked 
for  a short  time  as  a printer.  He  then  decided 
that  as  “a  rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss" he 
would  cling  to  his  trade,  so  returning  to  his  for- 
mer employers  he  remained  in  the  factory  some 
thirty-six  years.  During  the  greater  part  of  this 
time  he  was  foreman,  most  of  the  hats  passing 
through  his  hands,  and  for  a while  he  had  charge 
of  the  stiffening  department  also.  The  firm  under- 
went several  changes  from  Hoyt  & Tweedy, 
Tweedy  & Hoyt,  Tweedy  & White,  A.  E.  Tweedy 
& Co.,  to  the  Tweedy  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, as  it  is  now  known.  In  1886  Mr.  White re- 
tired  from  the  service  of  the  firm,  and  he  has 
since  remained  free  from  business  care,  except 
for  the  management  of  his  valuable  real-estate 
holdings  in  Danbury,  which  include  a number  of 
houses. 

Mr.  White  is  a stanch  Republican  in  politics. 
For  about  forty-five  years  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  he  belongs  to 
Union  Lodge  No.  40,  F.  & A.  M.,  also  Eureka 
Chapter  R.  A.  M.,  of  Danbury.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  under  the  old  regime,  but 
when  the  lodge  to  which  he  belonged  surren- 
dered its  charter  he  declined  to  enter  the  new 
lodge  which  succeeded  it.  In  religious  faith  he 
is  an  Episcopalian,  and  he  and  his  family  are 
active  members  of  that  Church.  In  1850  Mr. 
White  married  Miss  Alvira  Jennie  Deere,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Rebecca  (Fillow)  Deere.  She 
died  in  October,  1887,  leaving  three  children,  all 
of  whom  reside  in  Danbury:  Charles  Edgar, 
who  resides  in  the  second  house  below  that  of 
his  father,  married  Miss  Lizzie  Berry,  and  has 
four  children — Maude  E.,  Asa  B.,  May  Louise 
and  Marguerite  W.  Jennie  F.  is  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Brown.  Marian  D.  married  William  St.  John, 
and  resides  next  door  to  her  father;  she  has  three 
children — Ethel  Deere,  Bessie  N.  and  ]«• 
nie  B. 


JACOB  MILLER.  During  our  Civil  war 
many  of  our  foreign-born  citizens  showed 
their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  liberty  by  gal- 
lant service  in  the  Union  army.  Among  these 
was  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  now  the 
proprietor  of  the  “Half  Way  House,”  a popular 
hostelry  at  Noroton  Bridge,  in  the  town  of  Darien. 
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Mr.  Miller  was  born  in  Germany  October  14, 
1842,  a son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Miller,  both 
natives  of  the  Fatherland.  He  was  about  a year 
old  when  his  father  brought  the  little  family  to 
New  York  City,  and  engaged  in  business  as  a 
blacksmith  there.  This  occupation  he  continued 
but  a few  years,  his  death  occurring  in  1847, 
and  his  faithful  wife,  who  survived  him  many 
years,  passed  away  in  1892.  They  had  six  chil- 
dren: Mrs.  Catherine  Miller,  a widow;  C.  F. ; 

Frederick;  Jacob,  our  subject;  David;  and  Charles, 
who  died  in  1859.  his  death  resulting  from  an 
accident. 

As  the  father's  death  left  the  family  in  limited 
circumstances,  Jacob  Miller  was  obliged  to  earn 
his  own  livelihood  from  an  early  age,  and  his 
educational  opportunities  were  accordingly  few 
and  far  between.  Since  he  was  thirteen  years 
old  he  has  been  self-sustaining,  and  it  is  greatly 
to  his  credit  that  he  should  have  succeeded  in  the 
face  of  such  discouragements.  On  October  14, 
1861,  he  promptly  offered  his  services  to  the 
government,  enlisting  in  Company  E,  40th  New 
York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  three  years,  during  which 
time  thirty-two  days  were  spent  in  hard  fighting 
in  decisive  engagements,  in  addition  to  the  occa- 
sional skirmishes  in  which  he  participated.  On 
May  12,  1864,  he  received  a gunshot  wound  in 
the  left  thigh  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania  Court 
House,  and  this  terminated  his  career  as  a soldier, 
on  October  14,  1864.  He  returned  to  New  York 
City,  where  he  remained  until  1876,  and  since 
that  time  be  has  been  conducting  his  hotel  at 
Noroton  Bridge. 

On  September  19,  1886,  Mr.  Miller  was  mar- 
ried, by  Rev.  Samuel  Alman,  rector  of  the  Emanuel 
Baptist  Church,  to  Miss  Jennie  C.  Lucas,  of  New 
York  City,  who  was  formerly  an  active  member 
of  the  Suffolk  Street  Baptist  Church  in  that  city. 
Socially,  Mr.  Miller  and  his  wife  are  much  liked, 
and  he  is  a member  of  various  fraternal  orders, 
including  the  F.  & A.  M.  and  the  G.  A.  R.,  unit- 
ing with  Hobbie  Post  No.  23.  In  politics  he  is 
an  unwavering  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
but  does  not  seek  official  honors,  preferring  to 
devote  his  attention  to  his  business. 


WARREN  H.  TAYLOR,  superintendent  for 
the  Yale  & Towne  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  is  one 
of  the  most  active  residents  of  that  city,  with 
whose  interests,  social  and  commercial,  he  has 
been  closely  identified  for  the  past  thirty  years. 
He  was  born  February  17,  1846,  in  Winchendon, 
Mass.,  a son  of  Stillman  Taylor,  who  was  a 


painter  and  decorator  by  occupation,  and  also 
followed  farming.  He  lived  in  Massachusetts 
and  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Taylor,  our  subject,  received  his  school- 
ing at  the  public  and  private  institutions  of  Fitz- 
william.  N.  H..  and  Winchendon,  Mass.,  and 
was  afterward  apprenticed  to  his  uncle,  George 
W.  Davis,  of  Milford,  N.  H.,  to  learn  the  machin- 
ist's trade.  During  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he 
was  given  another  year's  schooling.  Although 
quite  young  at  this  time  he  was  anxious  to  serve 
his  country,  and  assisted  in  recruiting  a large 
part  of  one  company  for  a New  Hampshire  regi- 
ment in  which  he  had  already  enlisted,  but  did 
not  go  to  the  front,  being  laid  up  with  a severe 
sickness  at  the  time  the  regiment  was  ordered 
south.  After  his  recovery  he  returned  to  bis 
trade,  entering  the  employ  of  a sewing-machine 
company  at  Winchendon,  where  be  remained  a 
year  and  a half.  Subsequently  he  worked  a year 
and  a half  for  the  Smith  & Wesson  Arms  Com- 
pany. of  Springfield,  Mass.;  a year  with  the 
Remington  Arms  Company,  of  Ilion,  N.  Y. ; fora 
lock  company  founded  by  Linus  Yale’s  father,  at 
Newport,  N.  Y. ; and  for  Linus  Yale,  Jr.,  at  Shel- 
burne Falls,  Mass.,  that  gentleman  operating 
what  has  since  become  the  Yale  & Towne  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  of  Stamford.  In  the  spring 
of  1868  Mr.  Taylor  came  with  his  last-named 
employer  to  Stamford,  and  has  continued  with 
the  firm  ever  since,  acting  as  superintendent  of 
their  large  lock  manufacturing  department  until 
1 896,  when  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  super- 
intendent of  designing  and  construction.  The 
many  inventions  and  patents,  which  have  been 
issued  to  him,  in  connection  with  their  goods, 
and  most  of  which  they  *are  using  in  conjunction 
with  the  manufacture  of  their  so  popular  and 
well-known  products,  are  universally  known,  not 
only  to  the  people  of  Stamford  but  to  everybody 
connected  with  the  hardware-manufacturing  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Taylor  has,  however,  been  engaged 
in  various  lines  of  enterprise  on  his  own  account, 
principally  real-estate  dealing,  in  which  he  has 
had  many  important  transactions,  and  he  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Business  Men’s  Club, 
and  a member  and  officer  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
He  has  taken  a leading  part  in  the  pub- 
lic affairs  of  Stamford,  and  though  not  an  office- 
seeker  he  has  served  as  assessor  and  burgess  or 
councilman,  several  terms  in  each  office.  He 
was  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the  Fire 
Department  of  Stamford,  being  chairman  of  the 
committee  at  the  time  of  the  reorganization, 
when  steam  fire-engines  took  the  place  of  hand- 
engines,  and  has  shown  himself  public-spirited 
and  valuable  as  a worker  for  any  cause  which  is 
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likely  to  prove  a public  benefit  or  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  city. 

Socially,  Mr.  Taylor  is  a member  of  Union 
Lodge  No.  5,  and  the  Chapter,  F.  & A.  M. ; of 
Rippowam  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  Su- 
burban Club;  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Ameri- 
can Association  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  of  New 
York  City,  the  Democratic  Club  of  New  York 
City,  and  the  Reform  Club  of  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Taylor  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  whose  death  occurred  in  1 893,  was  a Miss 
Ida  Tyler,  of  Newport,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  he  has 
one  daughter,  Grace,  wife  of  Harry  S.  Van- 
Demark,  of  New  York  City.  His  second  union 
was  with  Miss  Virginia  Barney,  also  of  Newport, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  have  two  children.  Hazel  Gean 
and  Warren  H.,  Jr.,  both  at  home. 


C\EORGE  H.  KNAPP  is  one  of  the  most  prom- 
jjf  inent  and  substantial  citizens  of  Fairfield, 
and  his  history  shows  that  he  possesses  the  char- 
acteristic qualities  of  the  typical  business  man. 

Mr.  Knapp  is  a native  of  Connecticut,  born 
August  25,  1855,  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  a son 
of  Henry  A.  and  Caroline  Burr  (Sherwood)  Knapp, 
and  a grandson  of  James  Knapp,  who  was  pro- 
prietor of  “ Knapp’s  Tavern,”  in  its  day  a well- 
known  and  highly  popular  hostelry  in  Fairfield. 

Henry  A.  Knapp  was  born  March  1,  1822, 
in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  one  of  a family  of  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Reared  in  Fairfield,  he 
attended  the  academy  of  that  day,  and  for  his 
life  work  he  chose  the  profession  of  architect. 
When  he  was  nineteen  years  old,  however,  his 
plans  were  changed,  owing  to  the  death  of  his 
father,  and  he  had  to  fake  charge  of  the  home 
farm,  the  other  son  being  absent.  He  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  successfully,  and  at  his 
death,  which  occurred  November  16,  1874,  after 
a brief  illness,  he  was  • possessed  of  considerable 
wealth.  He  was  a man  of  more  than  average 
intellectuality,  a bright  scholar,  close  reader,  and 
profound  thinker,  well  up  in  classics,  and,  withal, 
a deep  student  of  the  Bible  and  theology  gener- 
ally. During  his  early  manhood  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  but  before 
his  marriage,  owing  to  research  in  and  study  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  he  united 
with  that  faith,  later  taking  an  active  interest  in 
the  erection  of  the  first  Episcopal  church 
building  at  Fairfield,  and  at  all  times  he  gave 
liberally  of  his  time  and  means  toward  that 
Church.  He  was  always  a member  of  the  ves- 
try, was  senior  warden,  and  served  as  treasurer 
for  years.  In  politics,  he  was  a stanch  Whig 
and  Republican,  and  never  failed  to  take  a keen 


interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  party,  but  declined 
the  nomination  for  representative  from  his  town. 
He  was  an  excellent  type  of  good,  loyal  citizen- 
ship, one  whose  integrity  was  never  questioned, 
and  whose  opinion  and  advice  were  often  sought. 
He  improved  his  property  in  various  ways,  built 
houses  on  his  land,  by  doing  so  materially  en- 
hancing the  value  and  general  appearance  of  that 
part  of  the  town. 

Henry  A.  Knapp  was  married  April  23,  1846, 
at  Fairfield,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Caroline  Burr  Sher- 
wood, a native  of  that  borough,  born  November 
10,  1822,  a daughter  of  Hull  Sherwood,  and  they 
had  a family  of  five  children,  as  follows:  Lucy 
C. , born  March  2,  1847,  died  June  i,  1896,  un- 
married; Caroline  S.,  bom  December  3,  1849, 
died  July  25,  1895,  unmarried;  George  H.,  our 
subject,  comes  next;  James  L.,  born  April  12, 
1857,  died  April  7,  1884  (he  was  named  for  Rev. 
James  Lefingwell,  the  first  Episcopal  clergyman 
in  Fairfild,  and  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  was  an  invalid);  and  Henry  A.  died  in  infancy. 
The  mother  of  this  family  passed  from  earth 
May  28,  1885,  and  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
in  Oak  Lawn  cemetery,  Fairfield.  She  was  a 
member  of  one  of  the  leading  Episcopalian  fami- 
lies of  Southport. 

George  H.  Knapp,  whose  name  introduces 
this  memoir,  attended  private  schools  in  Fairfield, 
and  would  have  further  prosecuted  bis  studies 
had  not  the  sudden  death  of  his  father  changed 
his  plans.  His  brother  being  an  invalid,  the  re- 
sponsibility and  care  of  the  property  left  by  the 
father  fell  upon  our  subject,  which  meant  noth- 
ing more  or  less  than  farming,  and  this  occupa- 
tion he  followed  until  1887,  in  which  year  he 
abandoned  that  pursuit  and  became  assistant 
railroad  agent  at  Fairfield  depot.  This  incum- 
bency he  filled  some  six  years,  when  impaired 
health  compelled  him  to  give  up,  and  seek  a re- 
establishment of  health  at  Southern  Pines,  N 
C.,  remaining  there  two  winters,  much  to  his 
benefit.  In  1896  Mr.  Knapp  was  elected  town 
clerk  and  tax  collector  of  the  town  of  Fairfield, 
and  re-elected  in  1897,  he  filling  the  position 
with  characteristic  zeal  and  ability,  giving  emi- 
nent satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

Mr.  Knapp  has  been  twice  married,  first  time, 
November  10,  1880,  to  Miss  Amelia  C.  Hull,  of 
Greenfield  Hill,  daughter  of  Albert  B.  a° 
Catherine  (Banks)  Hull,  and  five  children  were 
born  to  them,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  be- 
ing as  follows:  Harriet  A.,  September  2,  id*1’ 
Albert  H.,  August  30,  1883;  George  H-.  Jr-> 
November  25,  1886;  Ethel  H.,  April  8,  1880. 
and  Kate  A.,  April  16,  1889,  all  living  at  hom* 
except  George  H.,  who  died  August  25,  ’• 
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The  mother  of  these  died  May  19,  1889,  and 
January  25  1893.  Mr.  Knapp  wedded  M,ss 

W 6h-a  T',Tk0UldN  daughter  of  William  c.  and 
fe  [Th°rP}  Gould-  °ne  child,  Mabel 
fhis  un°om  b0r"  N°Vember  23>  *893.  has  blessed 


p.i1fc  P d Mrs  Knapp  are  members  of  St. 
Paul  s Episcopal  Church  at  Fairfield,  of  which 
he  became  a vestryman  at  the  early  age  of  twenty- 
one,  has  served  as  clerk  several  years,  and  is  the 
was^f  ‘r®asurerand  junior  warden;  in  1896  he 
Socia  lv  hrPffirn!endentuof  the  Sabbath-school. 
10  0 F ? laRS7'th  Pe^onnock  Lodge, 
member  of  th*  at  Bnd&ePort.  and  was  a charter 
qA  "lber  °^.the  lod8e  m that  order  established  at 

Hill  Gran ,S  3 SO  a member  of  Greenfield 
Tonn  .ns?  ^°'.  ,33'  **e  is  collector  for  the 

Hartford CU‘h .Bui  d'ng  & Loan  Association  of 
SDiriteHnp«  u'S  UPr,ghtness.  integrity  and  public- 
e :dn  lS  haVe  Won  for  him  ‘he  confidence  and 
£ “ °l  h'S  nelghbors-  and  he  is  classed  among 
Fairfield.  rCSpected  representative  citizens  of 


CASnAyveaSr?hUEL  HUESTED.  who  hasfor 

North  Stamford  W.aterbury,  was  a native  of 
daughter  of  Enne  wa,rfi®Id  county,  and  was  a 
died  whenDaet^K  Waterbury , of  Stamford.  She 

b^d  at  the  aae  If/®6  ^ years’  her  hus' 

°f  both  were  int  eve.nt>’'f°ur.  and  the  remains 
Church  cemetery  Th^f  ^ Con6regational 
Politics  and  a T^Jh*  - a h,erwas  a Dem°crat  in 
ln6  to  the  Chn  , ptlst  ’n  rehgious  belief,  belong- 
'vere  the  fo?  -H  In,_Stamford-  In  his  family 

a"d  o^°"°nWng  ChJldren:  Charles-  a ^me^ 
in  Stamford  la  ’ T deceased  i J°®eph,  who  died 
and  died  i ph°  r?arTr,ed  Jerry  Rockefeller, 

same  place-  B®acbl  John,  who  died  in  the 
died  in  Sou^d  R y’  W6dded  J°hn  Ferris,  and 
N.  J.  Geo  ",  BTh'\P*ter'  wh0  died  in  Camden, 
(now ’Mrs  f ’ ^h°Md,ed  ln  Sound  Beach;  Sarah 

■ win  Stuid  n™  <”» 

*°  thepSsrh0"!  Cafle'n  Huested  is  indebted 
they  were  at  th°f  ° S?Uth  Beach'  such  as 
years  of  age  hp  « early  day.  Until  eighteen 
suits,  and  then  in  ^cultural  pur-  , 

egan  work  at  hollow-ware  mold-  1 


S foH-nh!,htetl°Td7  °fGeorge  Warren,  at  Stam- 
s lord,  but  the  trade  did  not  agree  with  him,  so  he 

j crossed  the  Sound  to  Long  Island,  and  there 

1 Snhc Cd  R,obert  Thompson,  as  a gardener. 

1 Subsequently  he  went  to  West  Farms,  N.  Y and 
beg^an  boating  as  “first  mate  in  a crew  of  two  ” 

; °D  tbe  F°rest.  that  carried  merchandise  and  prod- 
uce between  West  Farms  and  New  York  City 

■ A year  later  he  returned  to  Sound  Beach,  and  in 

■ connection  with  his  brother  George  embarked  in 

: the  oyster  business,  which  he  has  followed  in. 

season  for  forty-five  years.  During  this  time  he 
ran  a market  sloop  from  Stamford  to  New  York 
City,  and  he  still  keeps  a boat,  and  at  times  still 
engages  in  the  oyster  and  lobster  business.  He 
owns  some  land  and  a comfortable  residence  in 
bound  Beach,  where  he  and  his  family  make  their 
home. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  Capt. 
Huested  married  Miss  Catherine  Hoit,  a native  of 
Sound  Beach,  and  a daughter  of  Alfred  Hoit. 
The  two  children,  Benjamin  F.  and  Harriet 
born  of  this  union,  are  both  deceased.  For  his 
second  wife  the  Captain  married  Miss  Cornelia 
Sauls,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.t  and  she  died  leaving  no 
children.  Subsequently  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Angeline  H.  Knapp,  also  of  Buffalo,  by 
whom  he  has  four  children:  Cornelia  L.,  Cora  F 
| Lester  W.  and  William  H. 

The  Democratic  party  finds  in  Captain 
Huested  a stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  but 
he  has  never  been  a politician  in  the  sense  of 
office  seeking.  From  an  early  age  he  has  been 
dependent  upon  his  own  resources,  and  has 
fought  his  way  in  the  world  unaided  by  money  or 
influential  friends.  Although  past  the  allotted 
three-score  years  and  ten,  he  is  still  well  pre- 
served, and  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know 
him.  He  has  watched  with  interest  the  growth, 
of  Sound  Beach  from  a place  of  farms  to  one  of 
the  most  desirable  and  popular  residence  sections 
in  Fairfield  county  along  the  Sound. 


THEODORE  E.  BEARD,  a prominent  lum- 
ber dealer  of  Huntington  township,  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  a family  which  has  long 
been  held  in  high  esteem  in  that  section. 

Among  the  first  settlers  of  Milford,  Conn.,  in 
the  year  1639,  were  Widow  Martha  Beard  with 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Her  husband, 
James  Beard,  died  on  the  passage  from  England 
to  America.  The  names  of  the  sons  are  James, 
John  and  Jeremy  (or  Jeremiah).  James,  who 
was  the  eldest,  died  in  1642  unmarried,  and  his 
estate  was  the  first  ever  settled  in  Milford.  The 
name  of  Jeremiah  is  not  conspicuous  on  the  rec- 
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ords  of  the  town.  He  was  propounded  for  free- 
man by  the  General  Court  at  Hartford,  May  1 1, 
1671.  Capt.  John  Beard,  the  ancestor  of  those 
bearing  the  name  in  this  region,  was  a prominent 
citizen  of  the  town.  He  was  married  about 
1653  to  the  divorced  wife  of  John  Oviatt.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Hannah.  She  was  a peculiar 
woman,  as  all  records  show.  They  had  eight 
children,  whose  names,  with  dates  of  birth,  are 
as  follows:  John,  June  27,  1654  (old  style); 

Mary,  November  12,  1658;  James,  December  4, 
1661;  Joseph,  July  20,  1666;  Samuel,  February 
4,  1669;  Jeremiah  and  Ebenezer  (twins),  April 

16,  1672;  and  Sarah,  July  22,  1675.  John  was 
appointed  captain  of  a military  company  January 

1 7,  1675.  He  was  deputy  from  Milford  to  the 
General  Court  for  the  October,  1677,  term,  and 
was  re-elected  continuously  for  the  next  thirteen 
years,  with  two  exceptions.  He  was  frequently 
appointed,  by  the  General  Court,  commissioner 
to  settle  boundaries,  etc.  His  name  appears 
frequently  in  the  Colonial  records. 

Joel  Beard,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Huntington,  and  he  and 
his  estimable  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Maria  Chatfield,  reared  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren: William  T.,  Theodore  E.,  James  H.  and 

Oliver  G. 

Theodore  E.  Beard  was  born  December  21 , 
1833,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Huntington,  and 
received  a common-school  education  during  his 
boyhood.  As  the  son  of  a busy  farmer  he  had 
a practical  training  in  agricultural  work,  and  at 
an  early  age  he  began  to  display  marked  busi- 
ness ability.  In  1854.  when  only  twenty-one 
years  old,  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
straw  paper  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Will- 
iam T.  Beard,  building  a mill  about  three  and 
one-half  miles  from  Shelton.  They  continued 
the  partnership  for  a quarter  of  a century,  then, 
in  1 880,  our  subject  purchased  his  brother’s  in- 
terest. Since  that  time  he  has  carried  on  a grist- 
mill and  sawmill  business,  his  son,  Frederick  W., 
being  associated  with  him.  They  enjoy  a large 
trade,  keeping  about  twelve  men  employed  the 
year  round,  and  under  their  skillful  management 
the  business  is  constantly  increasing.  They  pur- 
chase extensive  tracts  of  land  from  which  they 
clear  the  timber,  but  they  do  not  attempt  to 
bring  the  property  under  cultivation.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Beard  is  a Democrat,  and  his  sound 
judgment  and  upright  character  have  caused 
him  to  be  chosen  to  different  offices  in  his  town, 
including  those  of  selectman,  assessor  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.. 

On  November  10,  1857,  he  married  Miss 
Julia  Ann  Wheeler,  daughter  of  Agur  Wheeler,  a 


well-known  citizen  of  the  same  town.  Six  chil- 
dren have  blessed  this  union:  Joel  A.,  who 
married  Miss  Grace  Morse,  of  Huntington,  re- 
sides in  South  Britain,  Conn.,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a grain  dealer  and  lumber- 
man, and  also  operates  a gristmill;  Frederick 
W.  is  in  business  with  his  father;  Zina  C.,  who 
married  Miss  May  Turney,  of  Easton,  operates 
a portable  sawmill,  and  is  now  located  at  South 
Britain;  Theodore  E.,  Jr.,  who  married  Mary  Car- 
roll,  of  North  Hampton,  Mass.,  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  Yale  College,  and  is 
now  practicing  medicine  in  New  Haven;  Lavinia 
M.  and  Anna  S.  are  at  home. 


SMITH  SHOLES,  who  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  business  and  official  life  of  Ridge- 


field, was  born  in  that  town  November  27, 1839, 


a son  of  Daniel  Sholes. 


The  Sholes  family  is  of  Welsh  descent,  and 
the  first  of  whom  we  have  record  is  Joseph 
Sholes,  the  great-grandfather  of  D,  Smith.  His 
son,  Rev.  Ebenezer  Sholes,  was  a Presbyterian 
minister,  and  was  born  either  in- Vermont  or  in 


New  London  county,  Conn.,  in  which  latter  lo- 
cality the  family  originally  settled  on  coming  to 
this  country.  Ebenezer  Sholes  married  Eliza- 
beth Waterman,  and  they  had  two  children: 
Lucy,  who  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  P.  Thomp- 
son, and  Daniel.  The  father  died  in  1802. 

Daniel  Sholes  was  born  September  26,  1800, 

in  Vermont,  where  his  father  was  then  stationed. 

He  passed  his  early  life  in  his  native  State,  and 
when  hardly  more  than  a boy  moved  to  Auburn, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  learned  his  trade,  that  of  shoe- 
maker. This  he  followed  during  the  greater 
part  of  *his  life,  and  being  a thrifty,  industrious 
man  succeeded  in  earning  a comfortable  livelihood 
for  his  family.  In  1 827  he  came  to  Ridgefield, 
and  for  many  years  was  cutter  for  the  factory  of 
Charles  Smith,  Jr.,  proving  himself  a skillful 
workman.  Daniel  Sholes  was  first  married  to 
Clara  Beers,  daughter  of  Edmund  Beers,  and  by 
her  had  two  children:  Sanford  and  Ann  Eliza, 

the  former  of  whom  is  now  deceased;  Ann  Eliza 
is  unmarried.  His  second  union  was  with  Cath- 
arine Smith,  daughter  of  Capt.  Daniel  and  Pbebe 
(Whitney)  Smith,  and  their  only  child  was  D. 
Smith  Sholes.  Daniel  Sholes  was  not  an  active 
politician,  but  he  was  a loyal  Jacksonian  Demo- 
crat,  and  was  one  of  the  four  men  in  Ridgefield 
who  voted  for  Andrew  Jackson  in  1828.  1° re" 
ligious  connection  he  was  a member  of  the  Epis- 


copal Church.  He  passed  away  November  12, 
1889,  his  wife  surviving  until  June  13,  z 891  • 

D.  Smith  Sholes  commenced  his  education  in 
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the  public  schools  of  Ridgefield,  the  learning 
there  acquired  being  supplemented  with  one  year’s 
training  in  a private  school  kept  by  Rev.  David 
H.  Short.  Leaving  school  at  about  the  age  of  fif- 
teen, Mr.  Sholes  found  himself  ready  to  start  in 
life  on  his  own  account  with  a good  English  edu- 
cation, which  he  has  added  to  materially  by  sub- 
stantia] reading.  He  engaged  as  clerk  with 
Henry  Smith,  by  whom  he  was  employed  five 
years.  After  five  years’  experience  as  cashier 
and  bookkeeper  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  town  and  embarked  in  the 
business  to  which  he  gave  his  principal  time  and 
attention  up  to  1893 — the  manufacture  of  fine 
shirts.  He  successfully  carried  on  this  industry 
for  twenty- six  years,  and  during  the  last  fifteen 
years  of  that  period  had  an  extensive  custom 
trade  in  New  York  City,  for  many  years  having 
one  set  of  customers  who  used  the  entire  output 
of  his  factory.  At  times  he  gave  employment  to 
as  many  as  fifty  or  sixty  hands.  Though  he  dis- 
continued this  business  in  1893,  Mr.  Sholes  still 
has  his  time  fully  occupied  with  other  commer- 
cial and  official  affairs.  On  July  I,  1886,  he 
was  elected  treasurer  of  the  Ridgefield  Savings 
Bank,  and  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  that 
office  ever  since,  in  a most  satisfactory  manner. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  local  gov- 
ernment as  a member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  been  honored  by  election  to  several 
offices.  He  was  a member  of  the  Democratic 
State  Central  Committee  in  1878  and  1879,  when 
Ridgefield  was  in  the  old  Eleventh  district,  and 
has  also  served  since  it  was  redistricted.  From 
the  time  the  law  regarding  the  registering  of 
voters  came  into  force  he  served  as  registrar  for 
seventeen  years,  *nd  he  has  also  been  assessor 
in  his  town  for  two  or  three  terms.  In  1886  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  Ridgefield  under 
President  Cleveland,  was  assistant  in  the  office 
during  President  Harrison’s  administration,  and 
in  1893  was  re-appointed  to  the  office,  continu- 
ing in  same  after  it  was  raised  to  the  third  class 
in  1894. 

Mr.  Sholes  was  married,  in  1874.  to  Miss 
Lizzie  Talmadge,  daughter  of  William  H.  Tal- 
madge,  of  New  Canaan,  Conn.  She  died  No- 
vember 30,  1885,  without  issue.  Our  subject  is 
a prominent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of 
Ridgefield,  and  has  served  as  parish  clerk  for 
about  twenty-five  years. 


m LONZO  FERRIS.  • • Like  father  like  son  ” 
l&k  is  a maxim  that  has,  perhaps,  more  illus- 
trations in  life  by  way  of  worthy  than  by  way  of 
unworthy  example.  Certainly  to  the  former 


class  belongs  the  similarity  of  character  between 
Alonzo  Ferris  and  his  father,  Daniel  Ferris.  The 
latter  was  not  a man  who  had  won  unusual  dis- 
tinction. His  good  traits  were  partially  negative 
and  partially  positive.  But  he  was  one  of  the  best 
types  of  honest  industry,  steadiness  of  purpose 
and  of  high  regard  for  public  duty  and  for  the  right 
of  others,  to  be  found  in  his  day  in  Fairfield  coun- 
ty. And  by  the  practice  of  these  homely  yet 
sterling  qualites  he  attained  a moderately  large 
success  in  the  accumulation  of  material  goods. 

Mr.  Ferris  was  born  near  Pelhagi,  N.  Y.r 
May  29,  1829,  son  of  Daniel  and  Maria  (Mar- 
shall) Ferris.  Daniel  Ferris  was  born  in  Green- 
wich township,  in  the  North  Cos  Cob  District,  in 
1793,  the  son  of  Schubel  Ferris.  Schubel  Ferris 
was  by  trade  a miller,  and  in  his  earlier  life  he 
owned  and  operated  a flourmill,  but  later  in  life 
he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  continued 
in  that  occupation  until  he  retired  from  active 
life.  He  was  a man  of  powerful  build,  five  feet 
ten  inches  in  height,  and  weighing  at  one  time 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds.  His 
wife  was  Sybil  Palmer,  and  their  family  con- 
sisted of  eight  children — Daniel,  Henry,  William, 
Edward,  Lucy,  Olive,  Irene  and  Eliza.  Harvey 
was  a farmer,  and  died  in  Greenwich  township; 
William  died  in  early  manhood,  but  left  a 
family;  Edward  died  young;  Lucy  married,  and 
died  in  Greenwich;  Olive  also  married;  Irene 
married  John  Ward,  and  died  in  Staten  Island; 
Eliza  married  Samuel  Burley,  and  died  at  Stam- 
ford. Schubel  Ferris  lived  to  the  good  old  age 
of  eighty-six  years  and  died  at  the  home  of  his 
son  Daniel,  his  wife  preceding  him  to  the  grave. 

Daniel  Ferris,  the  eldest  son  of  Schubel  Fer- 
ris, and  the  father  of  our  subject,  enjoyed  only 
the  most  meager  educational  advantages  in  his 
childhood,  but  he  possessed  a quick  intelligence 
and  a particularly  retentive  memory.  He  made 
the  best  possible  use  of  bis  opportunities,  and  had 
his  life  been  cast  in  more  favorable  surroundings 
he  would,  in  the  estimation  of  his  friends,  have 
been  fully  equal  to  the  situation.  He  was  a lad 
of  nineteen  years  when  the  war  of  1812  began, 
but  he  proved  his  patriotism  and  loyalty  to  his 
country  by  enlisting,  and  in  serving  throughout 
that  struggle.  When  a young  man  he  married 
Miss  Maria  Marshall,  daughter  of  Capt.  Andrew 
and  Mary  (Hobbs)  Marshall.  She  was  born  in 
Greenwich  township  in  1796.  Captain  Marshall 
ran  the  produce  boat  between  Mianus  and  New 
York.  After  his  marriage  Daniel  Ferris  located 
in  Greenwich  township,  in  a little  house  which  cost 
him  $500.  Later  he  hired  a farm  in  Greenwich, 
and  still  later  removed  to  Pelham,  N.  Y.,  where 
be  also  rented  a farm.  In  1834  he  returned  to 
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Fairfield  county  and  purchased  from  Ebenezer 
Peck  the  farm  near  Sound  Beach,  upon  which 
he  lived  till  his  death,  and  which  our  subject 
now  owns.  Here  Daniel  Ferris  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  also  in  contract  work.  He  was  a con- 
tractor on  the  N.  Y.  & N.  H.  railroad,  and  took 
.several  large  contracts  when  that  road  was  built. 
He  constructed  the  bridge  at  New  Brunswick, 
N.  J.,  and  also  the  bridge  across  the  Raritan 
triver.  He  built  the  locks  at  Stamford  and  Mi- 
.anus,  besides  much  other  important  work.  In 
ipolitics  he  was  a Whig  and  a Republican.  He 
•died  suddenly  September  15,  1881,  aged  eighty- 
-eight  years;  His  wife  passed  away  in  September, 
1882,  and  they  are  buried  at  Sand  Beach.  The 
seven  children  of  Daniel  and  Maria  Ferris  were 
;as  follows:  Ebenezer,  who  died  in  Stamford; 

Alexander,  a farmer  of  Round  Hill;  Alonzo, 
•subject  of  this  sketch;  Eliakim,  a carpenter,  who 
was  killed  by  falling  from  a building  at  Belle 
Haven;  Cornelia  A.,  who  married  John  Wilson, 
and  died  at  Stamford;  Julia  A.,  now  Mrs.  Peter 
jessgp,  of  North  Cos  Cob,  and  Susan,  widow 
of  Ebenezer  Beardsley. 

Alonzo  Ferris  was  a boy  of  five  years  when 
ihis  parents  moved  to  a.  log  house  near  Sound 
.Beach.  He  attended  the  schools  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  learned  to  write  with  quill  pens. 
The  schools  within  the  experience  of  Mr.  Ferris 
.have  undergone  a wonderful  revolution.  The 
Jatter  part  of  his  school  days  were  spent  in  a 
boarding  school  kept  by  Professor  Richards. 
Alonzo  was  reared  as  a farmer’s  boy,  but  served 
for  a time  as  a helper  in  the  blacksmith  shop 
;kept  by  his  father  to  do  the  repair  work  con- 
nected with  his  contracts.  Alonzo  possessed 
natural  mechanical  taste,  and  had  no  difficulty 
-an  picking  up  a trade.  He  remained  on  the  farm 
/until  his  marriage,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  to 
Miss  Matilda  Palmer,  who  was  born  in  Stamford 
township  in  October,  1828,  a daughter  of  Walter 
and  Polly  (Scofield)  Palmer.  Mrs.  Ferris  was 
one  of  ten  children,  three  sons  being  named 
•George,  Jeremiah  and  Charles.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Ferris  engaged  in  farming,  locating  on 
his  father’s  farm  in  an  old  house  which  stood 
near  his  present  house.  He  has  been  following 
that  pursuit  almost  continuously  ever  since.  For 
four  years,  in  connection  with  farming,  he  ran  a 
vessel  on  Long  Island  Sound,  between  New  York 
and  Providence  and  other  Long  Island  Sound 
•ports.  He  has  also  engaged  extensively  in  live- 
stock dealing,  in  earlier  times  driving  the  stock 
he  purchased  to  New  York,  but  later  shipping  it 
by  the  carload,  by  rail. 

The  two  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferris 
.are  as  follows:  Albert,  who  married  Miss  Jo- 


sephine Flood,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Cather- 
ine (Finch)  Flood,  and  who  has  one  child,  Ma- 
tilda C.,  born  August  4.  1886;  Ora  A.,  now  Mrs. 
John  W.  Stivers,  of  New  York,  and  who  has 
one  child,  Florence  May;  Mr.  Ferris  is  a Repub- 
lican, formerly  a Whig.  He  was  conspicuous  in 
the  bold  advocacy  of  his  political  convictions  by 
carrying  what  was  known  as  the  negro  banner  in 
political  processions.  He  has  served  as  assessor 
in  his  township,  and  has  always  taken  a deep  in- 
terest in  the  success  of  his  party.  In  every  sense 
of  the  word  he  is  a public-spirited  citizen,  and 
one  of  the  most  substantial  and  progressive  resi- 
dents of  the  township.  His  present  fine  residence 
he  built  in  1872.  He  now  owns  his  father’s  old 
homestead,  about  which  cluster  the  memories  of 
his  youth,  and  in  addition  he  is  the  owner  of  his 
own  home.  He  has  been  successful  in  life,  and 
now  enjoys  in  comparative  retirement  the  fruits 
of  his  earlier  energies  and  application.  The 
example  of  his  life  is  one  that  must  endure  to  the 
lasting  good  of  the  community,  and  is  one  of 
which  his  friends  may  well  be  proud. 


LNATHAN  HUSTED  was  during  the  dark 
days  of  the  Civil  war  one  of  the  brave  de- 
fenders of  the  Union  who  laid  down  their  lives 
on  the  altar  of  their  country.  He  was  a native 
of  Fairfield  county,  born  in  Peck's  Land,  Sep- 
tember 27,  1823,  a son  of  William  A.  and  Su- 
sanna Caroline  (Hobby)  Husted.  The  father, 
who  was  a well-known  citizen  and  prominent 
farmer  in  Peck's  Land,  died  January  19.  1892. 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Greenwich.  The  mother  passed  away 

December  30.  1889,  aged  eighty-seven  years,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Greenwich  Congregational 
cemetery. 

Mr.  Husted,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  quite  a bright  boy,  and  he  secured  a 
good  education  for  his  day.  When  his  own 
school  days  were  over,  he  successfully  engaged 
in  teaching  during  the  winter  months,  while  he 
devoted  his  time  during  the  summer  season  to 
farming.  Before  his  marriage  he  embarked  in 
the  coal  and  lumber  business  in  Greenwich,  and 
successfully  conducted  the  same,  until,  in  re- 
sponse  to  his  country’s  call  for  aid,  he  enlisted 
during  the  early  part  of  the  war  in  Company  l 
1 7th  C.  V.  I.  He  died  March  4,  1864,  at  David’s 
Island,  New  York,  from  sickness  contracted  in 
the  service,  and  was  buried  in  the  Greenwich 
Congregatioual  cemetery.  He  was  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  took  a deep 
and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  his 
loyalty  and  patriotism  were  ever  above  question, 
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for  in  days  of  peace,  as  well  as  in  time  of  war,  he 
was  true  to  his  duties  of  citizenship,  He  was  a 
kind  and  affectionate  husband  and  father,  and  a 
most  faithful  friend. 

On  February  28,  1855,  Mr.  Husted  married 
Miss  Sarah  L.  Merritt,  who  was  born  on  the 
Merritt  homestead,  near  Greenwich  Depot,  April 
12,  1826,  a daughter  of  Capt.  Daniel  and  Sarah 
(Lyon)  Merritt,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere. 
Since  her  husband's  death,  Mrs.  Husted  has  lived 
on  the  old  homestead  on  Greenwich  avenue, 
Greenwich  village,  and  has  reared  a family  that 
would  be  a credit  to  any  mother.  She  is  well- 
known  and  highly  respected,  and  is  a consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  She  has 
two  children:  Carrie  H . and  Augusta  W.  Car- 
rie H.  was  married,  September  11,  1878,  to  Will- 
iam H.  Merritt,  of  North  Greenwich,  and  has 
five  children — Edith  A.,  Sarah  L.,  Clarence  E., 
Phcebe  W.  and  Ethel  M. ; Augusta  W.  is  now 
Mrs.  E.  Alfred  Ericsson. 

E.  Alfred  Ericsson  was  born  in  Sweden 
April  20,  i860,  and  is  a relative  of  Ericsson,  the 
inventor.  Coming  to  the  United  States  at  the 
age  of  ten  years,  he  was  reared  in  Stamford  and 
Cos  Cob,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  obtained  a 
good  common-school  education.  He  was  mar- 
ried, October  29,  1890,  to  Miss  Augusta  W. 
Husted,  who  was  born  September  8,  i860,  in 
Greenwich,  a daughter  of  Elnathan  and  Sarah 
L.  (Merritt)  Husted.  One  child  graces  this 
union:  Eric  Alfred,  Jr.,  born  January  22,  1895. 
Mr.  Ericsson  is  now  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. ; is  an  exporter  of 
hardware  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  his  place  of 
business  being  at  No.  35  Warren  street.  New 
York,  and  he  also  owns  a restaurant  on  Forty- 
third  street,  that  city.  He  is  a prosperous  man, 
one  who  has  fought  his  own  way  to  success  un- 
aided. He  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Busi- 
ness Men’s  Club,  of  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. , and  is  a 
thirty-second-degree  Mason.  His  home  is  in 
Greenwich. 


rjEORGE  E.  WHEELER,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing  agriculturists  of  the  town  of  Stratford, 
occupies  a homestead  which  has  been  in  the  pos- 
session of  his  family  for  more  than  a century, 
and  is  a worthy  representative  of  an  honorable 
pioneer  ancestry. 

The  first  of  the  family  of  whom  we  have  rec- 
ord was  Ephraim  Wheeler,  our  subject’s  grand- 
ather,  who  was  born  at  the  present  homestead, 
and  passed  his  life  there  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

c married,  and  had  seven  children:  Mary,  who 
married  Barzell  Benjamin,  of  Bridgeport;  Sarah 


(Mrs.  Beardsley),  of  Easton;  Clarissa,  who  died 
unmarried;  Joseph,  our  subject’s  father;  Nathan, 
a farmer  in  Stratford  township;  David,  a farmer 
in  New  York  State,  and  Nathaniel,  who  was  also 
a farmer  by  occupation. 

Joseph  Wheeler,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Stratford  December  21,  1795,  at  the 
homestead,  and  followed  farming  there  through- 
out his  life.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
he  and  his  wife  were  devout  members  of  the  M. 
E.  Church.  He  married  Betsey  Wilcoxson,  of 
Stratford,  who  was  born  August  24,  1793,  daugh- 
ter of  Elnathan  Wilcoxson,  and  a descendant  of 
William  Wilcoxson,  a native  of  Lancashire, 
England,  who  came  to  America  at  an  early  date 
(being  made  a freeman  in  Massachusetts  in  1636), 
and  who  probably  arrived  in  Stratford  in  1640. 
Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  three  children, 
and  is  now  the  only  survivor.  Ephraim  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  Mary  was  the  wife  of 
Gould  Curtis,  of  Birmingham.  The  father  died 
May  23,  1870,  and  the  mother  passed  away  in 
July,  1876. 

George  E.  Wheeler  was  born  April  8,  1828, 
and  has  always  made  his  home  on  the  old  farm. 
After  completing  the  course  offered  in  the  local 
schools,  he  attended  Stratford  Academy,  receiv- 
ing a good  education  for  the  time.  During  his 
youth  he  became  familiar  with  the  details  of 
agricultural  work,  and  in  early  manhood  he 
engaged  in  farming  at  the  homestead,  continuing 
until  advancing  age  caused  him  to  turn  the  active 
management  of  the  place  into  the  hands  of  his 
children.  The  estate,  which  contains  about  170 
acres,  is  a valuable  one,  and  in  addition  to  this 
property  Mr.  Wheeler  owns  a large  tract  of  farm- 
ing land  in  Minnesota.  While  he  has  not  been 
active  in  political  work,  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  as  a citizen  he  has  taken  much  interest 
in  local  advancement,  having  been  especially 
prominent  in  religious  matters  as  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
steward  for  many  years. 

In  1863  Mr.  Wheeler  married  Miss  Julina 
Miller,  who  was  born  in  the  northern  part  of 
Connecticut,  where  her  parents  resided  on  a 
large  farm.  She  is  a granddaughter  of  Solomon 
and  Lydia  (Miller)  Miller,  and  a daughter  of 
Giles  H.  and  Lucy  (Grimes)  Miller.  Mrs. 
Wheeler’s  mother  passed  away  at  the  home  of 
our  subject  in  1897,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
nearly  ninety-seven  years;  she  was  a daughter  of 
Moses  and  Jane  (Judson)  Grimes.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  has  been  blessed  with 
three  children:  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Bald- 

win a farmer  in  the  town  of  Trumbull;  they 
have  three  children— Claire  M.,  Bernard  F.  and 
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Rupert  Wheeler.  Lina  married  Newton  Reed, 
a farmer  in  Stratford  township,  who  is  mentioned 
below;  they  have  two  children — Elliott  Newton 
and  Ruby  Lina.  Joseph,  who  is  unmarried, 
resides  at  home;  he  is  a steward  in  the  M.  E. 
Church.  Newton  Reed  was  born  April  5,  1867, 
at  Sharo.n,  Conn.,  the  eldest  of  the  nine  chil- 
dren of  H.  E.  and  Louisa  (Cass)  Reed,  old  resi- 
dents of  that  part  of  the  State.  The  Reed 
family  is  of  English  extraction,  and  was  founded 
in  America  by  two  brothers  who  came  from  the 
mother  country  at  an  early  date.  Mr.  Reed  is  a 
Republican  politically.  He  is  a devout  member 
of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  is  at  present  acting  as 
trustee  and  as  treasurer  of  the  Sunday-school. 


JOHN  H.  BEACH.  The  Beach  family  is  one 
of  the  oldest  in  New  England,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  in  the  direct  line  of  de- 
scent from  another  name  inseparably  linked  with 
the  early  history  of  Connecticut — Theophilus 
Eaton,  who  for  twenty  consecutive  years  was 
governor  of  the  Colony.  It  was  in  June,  1639, 
that,  in  convention  assembled,  Theophilus  Eaton 
and  his  Puritan  contemporaries  formed  their  gov- 
ernment, called  the  House  of  Wisdom,  and  form- 
ally adopted  the  Bible  as  their  constitution.  The 
Eaton  name  is  still  preserved  in  the  Beach 
family. 

Dr.  James  E.  Beach,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  took  his  brother’s  place  in  the  ranks  of 
the  nine-months’  men,  and  served  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  His  home  at  this  time  was  in 
Cheshire,  Conn. , but  after  his  term  of  service  in 
the  army  had  expired  he  removed  to  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  and  began  the  practice  of  medicine,  which 
he  continued  for  over  half  of  a century.  He 
married  Hulda  Sherman,  daughter  of  Matthew 
Sherman;  she  was  the  heiress  of  a large  estate 
located  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  on  what 
was  formerly  known  as  Division  street,  but  is 
now  called  Park  avenue.  The  old  home,  now 
over  one  hundred  years  old,  is  still  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  family,  being  the  property  of  our  sub- 
ject. To  Dr.  Beach  and  his  wife  were  born 
three  children,  namely:  Polly,  who  became  the 

wife  of  Sylvanus  Sterling;  Laura,  who  married 
Ira  Sherman,  both  prominent  business  men  of 
Bridgeport;  and  Isaac  E.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. Dr.  Beach  was  one  of  the  foremost  sup- 
porters of  the  First  Congregational  Church  at 
Bridgeport,  and  was  one  of  the  acting  deacons 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1838 
when  he  was  aged  seventy-six  years. 

Isaac  E.  Beach  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  in 
1802,  and  married  Miss  Eliza  Hawley,  daughter 


of  Gurdon  and  Annie  Hawley,  who  lived  on  the 
upper  part  of  Main  street.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  two  sons:  John  H.,  our  subject, 
and  George  E.  Beach,  who  died  in  1877.  The 
last  twenty-five  years  of  his  life  Isaac  E.  Beach 
spent  in  reading  the  most  profound  works  in  lit- 
erature, chiefly  theological,  but  in  all  his  re- 
searches he  found  naught  to  turn  him  aside  from 
the  strict  but  simple  faith  of  the  Puritan  forefa- 
thers, and  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four, 
he  died  as  he  had  lived,  a faithful  and  consistent 
member  of  the  old  North  Church.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him,  passing  to  her  reward  in  1885  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two  years. 

John  H.  Beach,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
review,  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  August  9,  1824. 
He  received  his  primary  education  in  the  district 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  entered  a 
classical  school  in  Lafayette  street,  where  be  re- 
mained for  two  years;  this  school  was  taught  by 
a noted  teacher,  Isaac  M.  Johnson.  Whensia- 
teen  he  took  up  the  battle  of  life  for  himself, 
becoming  a clerk  in  the  dry-goods  business  for 
Shelton  & Thatcher,  on  State  street,  a little  east 
of  Main  street,  at  which  time,  over  fifty  yean 
ago,  there  was  very  little  business  done  on  Main 
street.  With  this  firm  he  remained  two  years, 
but  his  father’s  health  failing  at  this  time  it 
became  necessary  for  him  to  take  charge  of  the 
home  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was 
married  to  a daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  Stratton, 
and  the  same  year  built  himself  a house  just 
below  the  old  homestead.  In  less  than  two 
years  his  young  wife  died,  and  the  home  life  so 
happily  begun  was  brought  to  an  abrupt  close. 
Two  years  later  he  married  his  second  wife, 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Orson  Merchant,  of  Red- 
ding, and  to  this  union  have  been  born  five 
children:  twin  boys,  who  died  in  infancy;  James 
E. , Amelia  M.  and  David  S.  The  two  sons 
are  married  and  have  homes  near  their  fathers. 
Amelia  M.  married  George  S.  Curtis,  and  lives 
in  East  Orange.  Nine  grandchildren  have  been 
added  to  the  family  of  Mr.  Beach. 

As  soon  as  his  sons  were  old  enough  to  enter 
the  business  world,  a co-partnership  was  formed 
under  the  name  of  John  H.  Beach  & Sons,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  market  gardening. 
They  were  about  the  first  to  enter  this  line  » 
this  vicinity,  and  made  a speciality  of  straw- 
berries, having  as  many  as  fifteen  to  eighteen 
acres  devoted  to  their  cultivation.  Hothouses 
were  erected  for  the  forcing  of  early  vegetables 
New  York  markets  offered  favorable  induce- 
ments,  and  almost  all  their  product  was  shipped 
there.  David  was  the  first  of  the  firm  to  retire, 
and  for  ten  years  after  the  father  and  son  James 
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E.  continued  under  the  firm  name  of  John  H. 
Beach  & Son.  They  added  new  houses  for  the 
cultivation  of  flowers,  and  the  floral  trade  has 
now  assumed  mammoth  proportions.  In  1895 
John  H.  Beach  retired,  and  James  E.  is  continu- 
ing the  business  alone. 

Mr.  Beach  is  the  owner  of  nearly  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  the  best  farming  land  in  the  county, 
and  of  two  attractive  houses  on  Park  avenue. 
He  has  never  taken  active  interest  in  politics,  but 
uniformly  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  For 
eighteen  years,  or  until  the  enactment  of  the 
new  free-school  law,  he  held  the  position  of  dis- 
trict school  committeeman  in  his  own  district. 
Although  now  over  seventy-three  years  of  age. 
he  is  still  well  preserved,  and  has  outlived  all 
his  schoolmates.  For  forty-eight  years  he  and 
his  faithful  wife  have  walked  together,  and  now 
in  the  evening  of  their  lives,  surrounded  by 
children  and  grandchildren,  they  are  resting, 
quietly  awaiting  the  time  when  “ their  Sun  shall 
go  down  in  the  West.” 


B,USSELL  HATCH.  Esq.,  is  one  of  the  sub- 

1 stantial  citizens  of  the  town  of  New  Fair- 

field,  owning  and  operating  a sawmill,  and  carry- 
ing on  an  extensive  business  as  a carpenter.  He 
is  a man  of  excellent  qualities,  among  which  pa- 
triotism is  prominent,  as  is  shown  by  his  active 
service  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war. 

The  Hatch  family  has  been  identified  with 
the  town  of  Brookfield,  this  county,  lor  many 
years,  and  Joseph  Hatch,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  and  reared  there  and  became  a well- 
known  farmer  of  the  locality.  He  married  Miss 
Sallie  Hawley,  and  had  the  following  children: 
Harmon,  who  married  Mary  Way;  Daniel,  who 
died  unmarried;  William,  who  married  Sarah 
Cole;  Russell,  our  subject;  Charles,  who  married 
Sarah  Etts;  Lucy,  who  was  the  second  wife  of 
Hiram  Barber;  and  Phcebe,  who  was  the  first 
wife  of  Hiram  Barber. 

Squire  Hatch  was  born  in  the  town  of  Brook- 
field February  14,  1832,  and  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He 
learned  the  carriage  maker’s  trade  in  his  youth, 
and  for  some  time  followed  it  successfully,  but 
of  late  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  carpenter- 
ing and  in  the  sawmill  business,  as  before  men- 
tioned. His  fellow  citizens  hold  him  in  high 
esteem,  and  have  called  him  at  various  times  to 
serve  in  township  offices,  including  that  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  which  he  now  fills  with  credit.  He 
belongs  to  James  E.  Moore  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
Danbury,  by  virtue  of  nine  months  of  service  in 
Company  K,  23rd  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infan- 


try. During  his  term  of  enlistment  he  took  part 
in  a number  of  battles.  In  New  Fairfield,  in 
1855,  he  married  Miss  Betsey  Wildman,  and 
five  children  were  born  to  them:  (1)  Charles 

B..  born  in  1856,  was  educated  in  the  New  Fair- 
field  schools,  as  were  all  of  his  brothers,  and  at 
an  early  age  began  to  learn  the  blacksmith's 
trade.  This  occupation  he  has  continued  to 
follow  ever  since,  and  at  present  he  is  also  en- 
gaged in  carriage  making  in  New  Fairfield  and 
at  Brewsters,  N.  Y. , his  business  being  extensive 
and  profitable.  He  married  Miss  Evelyn  Morgan, 
and  has  had  three  children — Edna  M.,  Beatrice 
and  Morgan,  the  two  last  named  dying  in  in- 
fancy. (2)  M.  Elizabeth,  born  in  1858,  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years.  (3)  Ezra  S.,  born  in 
1 86 1,  conducts  a farm  in  the  town  of  New  Fair- 
field,  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  manufacturing 
of  carriages  with  his  brother  Charles.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Kate  Sherwood,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Sherwood,  a mason  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and 
his  wife,  Helen  (Cromwell).  The  only  child  of 
this  union,  Daniel  R.,  was  born  August  2,  1896. 
(4)  J.  Russell,  born  in  1863,  is  an  agriculturist 
in  the  town  of  New  Fairfield.  He  married  Miss 
Almira  Hayes,  daughter  of  Lewis  Hayes,  and 
has  had  five  children — Clara  M.  (who  died  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years),  Lewis,  Chester.  Bessie 
and  Addie  V.  (5)  Norris,  born  in  1867,  is  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  also  works  with  his  father 
at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  married  Miss  Anna 
Morgan. 

Mrs.  Hatch,  who  has  proved  a true  helpmeet 
to  her  husband,  was  born  January  25,  1835,  in 
the  town  of  Brookfield,  this  county,  and  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  district  schools  of  New  Fairfield. 
Her  grandfather,  Philip  Wildman,  was  a native 
of  the  town  of  Brookfield,  where  he  received  a 
common-school  education,  and  afterward  engaged 
in  farming.  He  owned  a large  tract  of  land  there, 
and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  successful  agri- 
culturists of  this  section.  On  one  occasion  he 
met  with  an  unfortunate  accident.  While  cut- 
ting timber  on  the  mountains  near  his  home  a 
falling  tree  struck  his  leg  and  broke  it,  necessitat- 
ing an  amputation,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to 
wear  a wooden  leg  during  his  later  years.  He 
and  his  wife,  Luana  (Platt),  reared  a family  of 
nine  children:  Edward,  who  married  Armida 

Bennett;  Edmond,  who  married  a Miss  Brad- 
shaw; William,  who  married  Ann  Stilson;  Dan- 
iel, who  married  Jeannette  Foote;  Ira,  who  mar- 
ried Harriet  Northrop;  Harry,  who  died  unmar- 
ried; Joseph,  Mrs.  Hatch’s  father;  Betsey,  who 
married  (first)  Mead  Osborn,  and  (second)  Cal- 
vin Ward;  and  Eunice,  who  never  married. 

Joseph  Wildman  was  born  in  the  town  of 
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Brookfield  in  1798,  and  his  education  was  re- 
stricted to  the  district  schools  near  the  old  home- 
stead. From  an  early  age  he  was  interested  in 
farming  in  his  native  town,  but  his  last  years 
were  spent  in  the  town  of  New  Fairfield,  where 
he  purchased  real  estate  and  made  his  permanent 
residence.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Democrat, 
but  he  never  aspired  to  public  office.  He  married 
(first)  Miss  Betsey  Chase,  daughter  of  Gideon 
Chase,  and  they  had  six  children — Hannah,  wife 
of  Caleb  Benedict;  Abram,  who  married  Irene 
Way;  Bennett,  who  married  Annie  Gardiner; 
Luenna,  wife  of  Curtis  Barnum;  Daniel,  who  died 
in  childhood;  and  George,  who  did  not  live  to 
mature  age.  The  mother  of  this  family  died, 
and  Mr.  Wildman  afterward  formed  a second 
matrimonial  union,  this  time  with  Miss  Amanda 
Way,  daughter  of  Jared  Way,  a blacksmith  of 
New  Milford,  Conn.,  and  his  wife,  Mabel  Nor- 
ton. Mrs.  Hatch  was  the  eldest  of  four  children 
of  the  second  marriage,  the  others  being  Laura, 
wife  of  Elias  Cromwell;  Joseph,  who  married 
Caroline  Rowe;  and  Ira,  who  married  Alice  Bal- 
lard. 


-jy-f ELLIS  H.  SHERWOOD  is  probably  one 
Jjli  of  the  most  widely  known  farmers  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  and  his  property  is  conceded 
to  be  the  finest  and  best  conducted  in  Fairfield 
county.  “Sound  View  Farm."  situated  on  a high 
piece  of  ground,  commanding  a splendid  view  of 
Long  Island  Sound,  is  surpassed  by  none  in  this 
section  of  the  country.  Many  of  the  choicest 
farms  in  this  county  are  owned  by  wealthy  New 
Yorkers,  who  conduct  them  for  pleasure,  and 
spare  no  expense  in  their  improvement  and  culti- 
vation. profit  being  no  object  with  them;  but  not 
one  of  them  presents  a more  beautiful  appear- 
ance, or  yields  finer  products  than  Mr.  Sher- 
wood’s, while  his  peach  orchard  is  considered  the 
best  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Sherwood  comes  from  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  highly  respected  families  in  Fairfield 
county,  this  branch  being  known  as  the  “Mill 
Hill  ” Sherwoods,  and  he  belongs  to  a race  of 
progressive  agriculturists,  his  grandfather,  Hull 
Sherwood,  having  also  been  known  as  one  of  the 
advanced  farmers  of  his  day.  J.  H.  Sherwood, 
father  of  our  subject,  married  Selina  Beecher, 
and  they  built  and  occupied  a house  a short  dis- 
tance from  the  old  homestead  on  Mill  Hill,  where 
Nellis  H.  was  born  (November  29,  i860)  and 
reared,  and  where  he  acquired  his  first  knowledge 
of  the  vocation  in  which  he  has  proved  so  suc- 
cessful. He  received  his  literary  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  in  Fairfield  Academy. 


From  mere  boyhood  he  displayed  extraordinary 
good  management,  as  well  as  advanced  ideas  io 
regard  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  and  his  success 
is  entirely  due  to  his  own  unaided  efforts.  He 
was  but  twenty  years  of  age  (in  1880)  when  he 
purchased  the  * • Burr  Sherwood  farm  ’’  of  eighty 
acres  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  for  $6,000,  going 
in  debt  for  every  penny  of  the  amount  A large 
part  of  this  place  was  then  in  a primitive  condi- 
tion, much  of  it  being  rough-timbered  land,  while 
the  only  buildings  were  an  old  house  and  bam. 

In  fact,  there  is  scarcely  a man  in  a hundred  who 
would  not  have  considered  its  transformation 
from  that  state  to  its  present  condition  a hope- 
less task,  or  who  would  have  expended  the  work 
and  capital  he  has  toward  that  end;  but  Mr. 
Sherwood  has  had  the  satisfaction  and  pleasure 
of  seeing  his  entire  place  made  to  “ blossom  as 
the  rose,”  and  the  cedar  thickets  and  wild  land 
have  been  converted  into  veritable  gardens.  1 
Hundreds  of  wagon-loads  of  stone  were  taken 
from  the  rocky  land  and  used  to  fill  in  low  places, 
huge  boulders  were  dug  out,  two  and  one-half 
miles  of  drainage  were  laid,  and  many  of  the  I 
fences  torn  down  so  that  sixty  acres  of  the  farm 
is  in  one  large  tract,  set  out  with  small  fruits,  I 

peach  trees,  onions  and  flowers.  All  this  work  i 

was  necessary  to  put  the  land  in  perfect  condi-  1 

tion  for  its  present  use,  and  though  the  expense  ; 

was  great  it  has  proved  profitable  in  the  end,  for  I 

there  is  not  another  farm  in  the  county  where  1 

every  available  foot  of  ground  is  utilized  to  such  i 

good  purpose.  1 

Mr.  Sherwood  commenced  as  a general  farm-  < 
er,  and  later  took  up  the  growing  of  small  fruit5 
and  peach  culture,  which  he  now  carries  on  on  < 
an  extensive  scale,  his  orchard  of  2,500  peach  i 

trees  being,  for  its  size,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  < 

State  of  Connecticut,  and  he  may  be  justly  proud  ] 

of  it.  The  quantity  as  well  as  the  quality  of  the  1 

fruit  and  vegetables  raised  on  his  land  testifies  to  1 

the  advantages  of  careful  cultivation,  even  if  the  i 

first  expense  is  greater,  and  Mr.  Sherwood  finds  I 

agriculture  more  profitable  than  does  the  ordinal)'  ; 

farmer.  In  1894  he  engaged  in  the  florist  bust-  I 
ness,  erecting  extensive  greenhouses,  and  each  j 
year  since  has  seen  additions  and  improvements  1 

in  this  feature  of  his  work,  which  has  now  grown  i 

to  large  proportions,  his  product  in  this  line  j 

ing  marketed  in  the  large  Eastern  cities.  Mr  I 

Sherwood  is  possessed  of  mechanical  genius  0 I 

no  mean  order,  and  his  judgment  in  tools  an 
labor-saving  contrivances  seldom  errs.  M|S  ! 

greenhouses,  and  indeed  all  his  buildings,  are  i 

supplied  with  every  practical  device  for  con-  1 

venience  and  the  facilitation  of  the  work,  wmc 
in  the  winter  time  requires  from  five  to  eig  ■ 
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men,  and  in  the  summer  from  fifteen  to  twenty. 
Mr.  Sherwood  himself  supervises  and  oversees 
his  employes,  and  he  stands  second  to  none  as  a 
practical  agriculturist  in  every  department. 

Mr.  Sherwood  holds  that  the  idea  that  there 
are  no  good  farmers  except  in  the  West  is  erron- 
eous, and  he  himself  is  a living  contradiction  of 
the  theory.  The  "theoretical  ” farmer  is  often 
accused  of  being  strong  in  precept  but  weak  in 
example,  and  Mr.  Sherwood  has  always  followed 
his  addresses  before  agricultural  meetings  with 
an  invitation  to  visit  his  place,  where  the  ideas 
he  advanced  were  ‘in  constant  application. 
Though  comparatively  young  in  years,  he  is  old 
in  experience,  and  this  experience  has  been  ac- 
quired by  long  years  of  constant  and  close  study 
and  careful  experimenting,  a fact  which  gives  his 
opinion  more  than  ordinary  weight  with  agri- 
culturists. The  successful  cultivation  of  peaches 
requires  the  closest  scrutiny  and  complete  famil- 
iarity with  the  various  insects  that  prey  on  fruit 
and  tree;  and  after  close  and  continued  investi- 
gation Mr.  Sherwood  has  evolved  some  very  ef- 
fective methods  for  the  extermination  of  these 
pests.  Our  subject  formerly  served  on  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
most  efficient  members,  and  he  was  the  first  to 
agitate  the  idea  of  organizing  the  Greenfield 
Grange  No.  133,  of  which  he  became  a charter 
member  and  served  as  first  overseer.  The  build- 
ings on  his  land  are  all  large  and  complete  in 
every  detail,  and  it  requires  nearly  60,000 
shingles  to  roof  his  barns. 

Mr.  Sherwood  is  no  less  popular  as  a citizen 
and  liked  as  a friend,  and  though  his  vast  business 
interests  leave  him  no  time  for  public  affairs  he  is 
deeply  interested  in  the  general  welfare,  and  is 
loyal  and  public-spirited  in  promoting  the  inter- 
ests of  the  community  where  he  Has  his  home. 
He  is  a Republican  in  political  faith,  but  he  takes 
00  part  in  party  affairs  beyond  voting,  though  he 
ha*  served  as  a member  of  the  board  of  relief, 
and  he  also  acted  for  some  time  as  chief  of  the 
oouthport  fire  department,  during  his  service  in 
hat  capacity  winning  the  admiration  of  all  for 
is  coolness  and  resource  in  any  emergency.  He 
is  thoroughly  esteemed  as  one  of  the  best  exam- 
P es  of  the  self-made  man  in  the  county,  but  he 
as  won  his  success  fairly,  for  he  is  personally 
amiliar  with  every  detail  of  his  complicated 
usiness— from  the  weeding  of  his  onion  beds  to 
e marketing  of  his  now  extensive  output — while 
is  integrity  and  honor  in  all  his  dealings  have 
never  been  questioned. 

r.  Sherwood  was  united  in  marriage  Novem- 
tcr  2?'„1883’  w't*1  Miss  Carrie  Campbell,  daugh- 
0 Robert  and  Mary  Hayes  Campbell,  and 


born  and  reared  at  Greenfield  Hill.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sherwood  are  active  members  of  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church,  Southport,  in  which  he  is  at 
present  serving  as  vestryman. 


ISAAC  W.  DANIELS  is  well  known  all  over 
_ the  town  of  New  Canaan,  Fairfield  county, 
having  conducted  his  present  sawmill  in  the  Sil- 
ver Mine  District  for  many  years.  He  is  a native 
of  New  Jersey,  born  Decembers  1827,  son  of 
Pliny  Daniels. 

Pliny  Daniels  was  a native  of  Hartland,  Hart- 
ford Co.,  Conn.,  at  which  place  his  father,  Orrin 
Daniels,  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
Pliny  worked  in  New  Jersey  when  a young  man, 
carding  wool,  and  after  his  marriage  settled  in 
New  Canaan,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  in 
1833  he  purchased  the  mill  now  owned  and  run 
by  his  son,  Isaac  W.  For  some  years  he  had  a 
clothing  factory  here,  but  after  that  business 
ceased  to  be  profitable  he  turned  his  attention  to 
the  manufacture  of  wagon  hubs,  finally  engaging 
in  sawmilling,  which  he  continued  until  his  death, 
in  1853.  In  1825  Mr.  Daniels  was  married  at 
Stamford,  Conn.,  to  Polly  Wardwell,  daughter 
of  Isaac  Wardwell,  and  she  survived  him  over 
forty  years,  dying  in  April,  1894,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-four  years  and  three  months.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  four  children:  Isaac  Wardwell; 

Mary,  who  lives  in  Stamford,  Conn.;  Emeline 
(Mrs.  Stephen  Raymond),  of  Bridgeport,  Conn. ; 
and  Sarah,  deceased  wife  of  Benjamin  St.  John, 
of  Darien,  Connecticut. 

Isaac  W.  Daniels  was  a mere  child  when  the 
family  settled  in  New  Canaan,  and  he  received 
his  schooling  in  the  Lockwood  District,  except 
two  winters  in  Stamford.  He  has  always  been 
in  the  sawmilling  business,  having  worked  in  the 
mill  with  his  father  from  boyhood,  and  after  his 
father’s  decease  he  conducted  it  alone.  Of  late 
years,  however,  his  son,  William  E.,  has  been 
associated  in  the  business  with  him.  Mr.  Daniels 
has  given  all  his  attention  to  his  own  affairs,  and 
has  had  little  time  or  inclination  for  public  office 
or  preferment  of  any  kind.  He  has  now  been 
sixty-six  years  at  the  place  where  he  lives,  and 
his  sawmill,  which  of  . course  has  been  repaired 
from  time  to  time,  was  built  over  one  hundred 
years  ago.  There  are  twelve  other  mills  on  the 
Silver  Mine  river,  but  this  one  enjoys  the  best 
privilege.  He  also  has  a small  farm  and  a grand 
garden,  with  all  kinds  of  fruit,  etc.,  and  here  he 
spends  his  time  in  summer. 

In  1858  Mr.  Daniels  was  united  in  marriage 
in  New  Canaan,  to  Augusta  Beers,  daughter  of 
Ezekiel  Beers,  and  one  son  blessed  their  union. 
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William  E.,  who  as  above  stated  is  interested  in 
the  mill  with  his  father.  He  married  Sadie  F. 
McDonald,  and  they  have  one  son,  William 
Edgar.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniels  attend  the  M.  E. 
Church.  He  was  formerly  a member  of  the  Sons 
of  Temperance.  His  life  has  always  been  a tem- 
perate one  in  all  things,  and  be  never  drank  a 
drop  of  intoxicating  liquor. 


COMMODORE  FRANCIS  BURRITT. 

Among  the  most  beautiful  homes  to  be  found 
in  this  region  is  that  of  the  genial  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  widely  known  in  yachting  circles. 
Some  years  ago  he  purchased  “Judah  Island,” 
an  ideal  place  for  a residence,  situated  in  Long 
Island  Sound  near  South  Norwalk,  and  this  spot, 
already  made  charming  by  the  hand  of  Nature, 
has  been  improved  in  every  way  that  a cultured 
taste  could  suggest.  The  original  cost  of  the 
island,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  famous 
“Tweed  gang,”  was  $25,000;  and  much  more 
has  been  expended  in  the  various  improvements. 
The  view  from  the  residence  is  unexcelled — com- 
prising as  it  does  a wide  sweep  over  the  adjacent 
islands  and  the  mainland  with  the  ever-changing 
waters  of  the  Sound,  and  amid  such  surroundings 
it  is  not  strange  that  the  Commodore  should 
keep  undimmed  the  enthusiasm  for  aquatic  sports 
which  has  led  him  to  build  at  different  times 
twenty-three  yachts,  or  that  he  should  have  used 
his  best  efforts  to  promote  the  work  of  the  vari- 
ous yachting  clubs  in  this  and  other  localities. 

The  Commodore  belongs  to  & well-known 
family,  and  his  grandfather,  Wak'eman  Burritt, 
was  born  at  Greens  Farms,  this  county,  in  1785, 
and  probably  passed  the  larger  portion  of  his  life 
here  in  agricultural  pursuits,  his  death  occurring 
March  2.  1847,  in  New  York  City.  He  was  one 
o(  the  owners  of  the  paper  called  the  “Prices 
Current  and  Commercial  Advertiser."  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Grace  Burr,  a native  of  the  same  local- 
ity, a cousin  of  Aaron  Burr. 

Francis  Burritt,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
bom  in  New  York  City  March  16,  1811,  and 
after  spending  his  youth  in  the  metropolis  he 
went  into  business  there  with  the  firm  of  Bore- 
man  & Johnson,  East  India  merchants.  A few 
years  later  he  started  independently  in  the  same 
line,  in  which  he  accumulated  a very  handsome 
fortune,  the  achievement  being  the  more  notable 
from  the  fact  that  .he  had  begun  his  career  with 
no  capital.  He  became  the  owner  of  three  large 
ships,  and  had  shares  in  others,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  April  17,  1861, 
*ron?.,?ancer’  ^'s  weaIth  was  estimated  at  about 
a million  dollars.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig, 


later  a Republican,  and  for  years  he  was  a lead- 
ing member  of  St.  George’s  Episcopal  Church, 
at  New  York  City.  On  September  29,  1833,  he 
married  Miss  Phoebe  Perrin,  who  was  bom  June 
14,  1810,  in  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  and  died  Au- 
gust 28,  1887,  at  the  home  of  our  subject  on 
Judah  Island.  ’ The  Perrins  are  an  old  English 
family  allied  with  the  nobility  through  intermar- 
riages in  the  past,  and  some  old  tombs  and  a 
burial  ground  at  Bourn,  England,  bear  the  fam- 
ily name.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  Richard  Perrin,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, March  8,  1768,  a son  of  John  Perrin,  and 
came  to  America  in  1810.  He  married  MissLu- 
cretia  Blackwell,  of  Gloucestershire,  England,  a 
daughter  of  John  Blackwell.  After  the  marriage 
of  our  subject’s  parents  they  made  their  home  in 
New  York  City  on  East  Sixteenth  street,  which 
was  then  considered  “up  town,”  but  they  also 
owned  a fine  summer  residence  at  Saugatuck, 
this  county.  Of  a family  of  three  children,  our 
subject,  who  was  the  youngest,  is  now  the  only 
survivor;  Phoebe  was  the  wife  of  Charles  J. 


Ketcham,  of  New  York  City;  and  Ann  A.  mar- 
ried Laudon  Ketcham,  a brother  of  her  sister  s 
husband. 

The  Commodore  was  born  May  29,  1850,  at 
the  old  home  in  East  Sixteenth  street.  New  York, 
but  at  the  age  of  twelve,  when  he  lost  his  father, 
he  came  to  Saugatuck  to  reside,  and  remained 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  his  education  being 
acquired  there.  On  August  30,  1870,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  E.  Quintard,  who  was  born  in 
South  Norwalk,  a daughter  of  Francis  E.  and 
Anna  M.  Quintard.  The  Quintard  family  is  0 
Huguenot  descent,  and  the  ancestors  of  Mrs. 
Burritt  came  from  France  at  an  early  date.  So- 
cially, the  Commodore  and  his  accomplish^ 
wife  are  regarded  as  leaders,  and  he  is  an  active 
member  of  several  New  York  clubs,  also  of  e 
B.  P.  O.  E.  Lodge  No.  36,  of  Bridgeport,  ne 
also  belongs  to  numerous  yachting  associations, 
including  the  Larchmont  Yacht  Club,  the  * 
City  Yacht  Club,  of  Bridgeport,  the  Indian  Har- 
bor Yacht  Club,  of  Greenwich,  in  which  he  nas 
been  vice  and  rear  commodore,  and  the  e 
Point  Yacht  Club,  in  which  he  held  the  ran 
commodore  for  three  years.  Politically,  he  w 
firm  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  Repu 
party. 


IAS  G.  SUTTON,  who  is  now  serving 
fourth  term  as  selectman  of  the  o 
h,  is  one  of  tfce  leading  citizens, 
in  honorable  record,  both  w 
d enjoys  the  esteem  and  confiden 
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v : wide  circle  of  friends  in  this  county  and  else- 
where, who  have  been  drawn  to  him  by  his  sterl- 
■ , : _ qualities  of  character. 

' r ' The  Sutton  family  is  of  English  origin,  and 
' " ' the  ancestors  of  the  American  branch  were 
' : ' among  the  first  settlers  of  Massachusetts.  Later, 

' ' some  members  of  the  family  removed  from  Mass- 
y : ■ ‘ achusetts  to  Long  Island  and  then  to  West- 
*'  ***  • Chester  county,  N.  Y.,  where  the  name  has  long 
~ --  been  connected  with  a high  ideal  of  citizenship. 

Jesse  Sutton,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  a 
r t prominent  resident  of  the  town  of  Harrison, 
i •:  : Westchester  county,  in  his  day.  Thomas  Sut- 
1 : -r  ton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  that 
. town  in  1812,  and  resided  there  throughout  his 
•»  life,  following  farming  successfully  for  many 
. •-  v;  years.  He  was  a man  of  unquestioned  integrity, 

- commanding  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow 
..  r . citizens,  and  was  frequently  chosen  to  offices  of 
„ ...  trust  in  his  town.  For  seventeen  consecutive 
-•  years  be  served  as  commissioner  of  highways; 

„ , from  1861  to  1865  he  was  a member  of  the  War 
V*P,  committee.  Politically,  he  was  first  a Whig  and 
later  a Republican,  the  anti-slavery  movement 
finding  in  him  an  ardent  champion.  He  and  his 
wife  were  both  members  of  the  society  of  Friends. 
His  death  occurred  March  5.  1897,  in  his  eighty- 
. fifth  year,  and  his  wife,  Phoebe  G.  (Mekeel), 
passed  away  January  17,  1884,  in  her  seventy- 
ninth  year,  their  remains  being  interred  at  Pur- 
chase, Westchester  county.  Mrs.  Sutton  was 
born  in  that  county  December  I,  1815,  of  good 
Colonial  ancestry,  her  forefathers  having  come 
' from  Holland  at  an  early  period.  This  worthy 
couple  had  six  children,  viz. : Jesse  P.,  who  is 

engaged  in  business  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Anna, 
deceased  wife  of  David  Griffen;  William  M.,  a 
business  man  of  Brooklyn;  Sarah,  who  died  sin- 
gle; Thomas  G.,  our  subject;  and  Miss  Mary  M., 
who  resides  in  the  town  of  Harrison,  Westchester 
county. 

Mr.  Sutton,  our  subject,  was  born  May  17, 
1847,  at  the  old  homestead  in  the  town  of  Har-  1 
rison,  where  his  youth  was  mainly  spent.  For  a 1 
time  he  attended  the  district  schools  near  his  s 
home,  but  later  he  studied  in  the  public  schools 
of  Brooklyn,  and  on  his  return  home  he  pursued  a 
higher  course  in  a private  school.  He  was  a 1 
mere  boy  when  the  need  for  soldiers  to  quell  the  J 
Rebellion  aroused  his  patriotic  zeal,  and  in  March,  t 
>864,  he  interrupted  his  studies  to  enlist  in  the  c 
24th  N.  Y.  Independent  Battery.  His  “baptism  a 
of  fire”  came  at  the  battle  of  North  Anna  River,  tl 
Va.,  and  he  participated  in  all  of  the  engage-  w 

ments  of  his  company  until  April  2,  1865.  when  U 
he  was  wounded  in  the  final  contest  at  Peters-  ti 
burg.  Ten  days  were  spent  in  a hospital,  and  he  b 


then  returned  to  his  company  and  remained  with 
it  until  mustered  out,  June  21,  1865,  after  taking 
part  in  the  Grand  Review  in  Washington.  On 
returning  to  the  paths  of  peace  he  engaged  in 
farming  on  the  old  homestead,  and  later  was  in- 
terested in  the  milk  business  in  Brooklyn,  in 
which  he  spent  several  years.  Since  that  time 
he  has  devoted  bis  attention  chiefly  to  agriculture, 
first  in  his  native  town  and  afterward  at  hi* 
present  farm  on  King  street,  in  the  town  of 
Greenwich,  where  he  has  resided  since  June  19, 
1883.  This  estate,  which  was  formerly  known 
as  the  “Thomas  Green  farm,”  contains  117 
acres  of  choice  land,  and  is  located  in  the  most 
desirable  portion  of  King  street.  For  many 
years  Mr.  Sutton  has  been  so  afflicted  with 
rheumatism  that  he  could  not  do  much  active 
work,  but  he  supervises  everything,  and  is  known 
as  a successful  farmer.  Of  late  he  has  been  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  buying  apples  for  export, 
and  he  also  runs  a large  cider  mill,  which  yield* 
him  handsome  returns.  As  a citizen  Mr.  Sutton 
is  public-spirited,  taking  keen  interest  in  all  that 
concerns  his  community,  and  for  many  years  he 
has  been  a leader  in  the  Republican  party  in  his 
locality.  While  residing  in  Westchester  county 
he  held  numerous  offices,  including  those  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  collector  of  taxes  and  inspector  of 
elections,  while  within  six  years  after  his  removal 
to  Greenwich  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
selectman,  which  he  has  since  held  a number  of 
terms. 

In  1873  Mr.  Sutton  married  Miss  Emeline 
Rupp,  a native  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. , and  they 
have  the  following  children : Florence  L. , Edgar 

M.,  Emeline  R and  Thomas  G.,  Jr.,  who  are  all 
at  home  with  the exception  of  Edgar  M.,  now  a 
resident  of  California.  The  family  is  identified 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  Mis. 
Sutton  is  a member,  and  they  hold  an  enviable 
place  in  social  life.  As  might  be  supposed,  Mr. 
Sutton  is  an  enthusiast  on  Grand  Army  matters, 
and  he  is  an  ardent  worker  in  Charles  Lawrence 
Post  No.  378,  at  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  having 
served  in  numerous  offices  therein. 


MENRY  L.  FOOTE;  The  man  who,  on 

being  asked  concerning  his  genealogical 

tree,  replied,  “I  know,  very  little  about  my  an- 
cestors. I am  too  busy  trying  to  be  a respectable 
ancestor,  ” doubtless  had  a clearer  conception  of 
the  duties  of  true  patriotic  -citizenship,  than  he 
who  aims  to  hold  a social  position,  based  on  the 
fact  he  “ had  a grandfather.”  Honorable  ances- 
try is  a heritage  of  which  we  may  be  justly  proud, 
but  with  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  we,  too,  in 
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the  natural  order  of  things  must  be  ancestors,  and 
it  is  a duty  we  owe  to  posterity  that  the  escutch- 
eon be  not  tarnished.  For  several  generations 
Fairfield  county  has  numbered  among  its  substan- 
tial citizens  worthy  representatives  of  the  family 
of  Foote,  and  we  here  present  a brief  sketch  of 
the  present  generation  in  the  person  of  Henry 
Lyman  Foote. 

In  the  town  of  Newtown,  Fairfield  county, 
David  Foote  was  born  and  passed  his  entire  life. 
He  married  Sukey  Underhill,  of  Dodgington,  and 
to  them  were  born  four  children:  Beers,  Julia, 
Amelia  and  Sherman.  The  father  of  this  family 
followed  carpentering,  and  was  accidentally  killed 
by  falling  from  a building. 

Sherman  Foote,  the  youngest  child  in  the 
above  mentioned  family,  was  born  December  14, 
1814,  at  the  home  in  Newtown.  He  was  given 
unusually  good  opportunities  for  attending  the 
home  school  regularly  until  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
when  he  and  his  brother  Beers  faced  the  world  to 
battle  on  their  own  account.  Together  they 
came  to  Brookfield  and  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  combs.  They  were  quite  success- 
ful at  this,  but  Sherman  decided  this  was  not 
his  calling,  and  for  a time  engaged  at  shoe- 
making, at  Brookfield  Centre,  later  engag- 
ing in  farming.  On  October  11,  1835,  in 

the  town  of  Brookfield,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Clarena  Peck,  who  was  born 
August  2,  1817,  a daughter  of  John  A.  Peck.  Of 
this  union  there  were  three  children:  Cornelia 
E.,  bom  December  29,  1837,  was  married  Octo- 
ber 22,  1857,  toS.  S.  Dunning,  at  Bethel,  Conn.; 
Henry  Lyman  is  mentioned  below;  and  William 
Worth,  born  September  22,  1846,  married  Jean 
Lewis,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  clothing  busi- 
ness. Sherman  Foote  became  an  owner  of  sev- 
eral hundred  acres  of  land,  and  was  a prominent 
factor  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  May  12,  1888.  In  politics 
he  was  a Whig,  later  a Republican,  and  the  en- 
tire family  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Henry  Lyman  Foote,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  born  in  Brookfield,  July  18, 
1841,  and  in  his  native  village  acquired  his  edu- 
cation, attending  both  the  district  and  a private 
school.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  forsook  the 
home  nest  and,  going  to  New  York  City,  he 
found  employment  as  clerk  in  the  clothing  store 
of  Hawley  Bros.,  on  Fulton  street,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years.  • His  faithful  discharge  of 
every  duty  had  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  his 
employers,  and  at  the  end  of  his  two  years  of  faith- 
ful service  he  was  admitted  as  a partner.  He 
remained  there  continuously  until  1880.  Close  ) 


application  to  business  for  so  many  years  began 
to  tell  on  his  health,  and  he  was  forced  toseeka 
change  of  climate.  Accordingly  he  went  to 
West  Virginia,  and  in  partnership  with  Fred 
Baker  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  buying 
one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  oak  and  black 
walnut  timber.  For  seven  years  he  remained  in 
the  timber  district,  and  then,  with  healthfully 
restored,  he  once  more  sought  the  Metropolitan 
city,  and  engaged  in  the  broker's  business.  His 
active  energy  won  for  him  success  in  whatever 
he  undertook,  and  he  was  ever  foremost  in  any 
work  he  attempted.  In  1889,  well  supplied  with 
this  world's  goods,  he  returned  to  his  native 
town,  and  there  decided  to  pass  the  rest  of  his 
days  quietly,  at  “Home.  ” 

In  1864  Mr.  Foote  was  married  to  Miss  Jen- 
nie M.  Hawley,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Hawley. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  Crystal  Wave  Lodge 
No.  638,  F.  & A.  M.;  Corinthian  Chapter  No. 
1 59,  R.  A.  M. ; Clinton  Commandery  No.  14, 
K.  T. ; Olive  Branch  No.  6,  Rose  Cross,  Ancient 
and  Primitive  Freemasons,  according  to  the  rite 
of  Memphis;  Alpha  Grand  Lodge  No.  1;  and  the 
Atlantic  Yacht  Club,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  has  ably  served 
his  fellow  townsmen  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
During  his  residence  in  New  York  he  attended 
the  Tabernacle  of  Rev.  T.  DeWitt  Talmage,  in 
Brooklyn,  and  for  four  years  served  as  its  trustee. 
He  is  thoroughly  well-liked  and  occupies  an  en- 
viable position  in  the  regard  of  his  feliowmen. 
Patriotic  and  progressive,  he  is  an  example  of 
the  best  type  of  American  manhood. 

Benjamin  Hawley,  father  of  Mrs.  Henry  L 
Foote,  was  born  September  7,  1 794. an(*  ^ 
November  1,  1887.  He  married  Betsy- Peck, 
who  was  born  March  1,  1795,  a daughter  of 
Amos  Peck,  and  died  April  22,  1880.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  record  of  their  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren: (1)  Lucy  Ann,  born  October  22,  1823, 

was  twice  married,  first  to  Chas.  Smith,  and  after 
his  death  to  J.  Austin  Weed:  she  died  April  10, 
1895.  (2)  Emily,  born  February  27,  1825, died 

July  9,  1839.  (3)  Henry  B.*,  born  December  10, 

1826,  died  October  27,  1894.  (4)  Liverius, 

born  November  4,  1828,  died  October  18,  >847- 
(5)  Amos,  born  April  jo,  1831,  married  Mary  S. 
Richardson,  and  died  February  7,  1875.  (°) 
Emmon,  born  May  6,  1833,  married  Oril  R<xj»* 
well,  and  died  November  27,  1890.  (7)  J°  . 
G. , born  February  28,  1835,  married  Lydia 
Stevens,  and  died  April  29,  1897.  (8)  Georg® 
C. , born  May  14,  1839,  died  February  1.  i8S9. 
and  (9)  Jennie  M.,  born  February  5,  *^43- 15 
now  Mrs.  Henry  Lyman  Foote. 

Liverius  Hawley,  father  of  Benjamin  Hawley, 


Digitized  by  t^aOOQLe 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


668 


• »'  y rt  -» 

was  married  December  27,  1781,  to  Anna  Black- 
, . man,  and  died  July  16,  1819.  They  had  four 

./  ^ children,  namely:  Mary,  bom  October  26,  1782. 

died  November  4,  1859;  Patty,  born  November 
‘ 14,  1790,  died  October  J 859;  Benjamin,  men- 

tioned above;  Emmon,  born  February  20,  ’798- 
Anna  (Blackman)  Hawley  was  a daughter  of 
~r  Ebenezer  Blackman  (born  March  3,  1723,  died 
' ' 3 August  11,  1775)  and  his  wife,  Mary  Smith  (born 

- July  7,  1723,  and  died  August  27.  1775).  In 

*•  " ~ this  family  were:  Mary,  born  June  1.  1751,  died 

: December  29,  1795;  Philo,  born  October  19; 

' ■'  >753.  died  in  18—;  Lois,  born  August  1,  1756, 

- : died  February  12,  1809;  Anna  (Mrs.  Hawley), 

born  March  27,  1759,  died  in  18 — ; Hiram,  born 
■;  October  24.  1762,  died  December  28,  1812;  and 
>-  : Ebenezer,  born  December  29,  1769,  died  Decem- 

ber 22,  1809. 


1 H ^^HUR  C.  BOOTH,  a successful  business 
, : .Aft  man  of  Shelton,  is  the  proprietor  of  a well- 

known  me^t  market,  and  for  seventeen  years  has 
enjoyed  a large  trade  among  the  best  people  of 
. . that  locality. 

Mr.  Booth  belongs  to  a family  which  has 
long  been  identified  with  this  county,  and  his 
grandfather,  Lewis  Booth,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Trumbull,  where  he  died  in  1833,  after  many 
years  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  prede- 
ceasing his  father,  Isaac  Booth,  who  passed 
away  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  Lewis 
Booth  married  Electa  Gregory,  and  reared  a 
r family  of  five  children:  (1)  Walter  G.,  our  sub- 

ject's father.  (2)  Isaac,  a farmer  of  the  town  of 
Trumbull.  (3)  Jeannette,  who  married  Titus 
Hungerford,  and  went  west.  (4)  Samuel  L. , a 
farmer  by  occupation,  who  served  as  a soldier 
during  the  Civil  war;  he  married  Abigail  Coan. 
of  Trumbull,  Conn.,  and  their  only  child  is  Rev. 
Eugene  L.  Booth,  who  is  principal  of  a seminary 
in  Yokohama,  Japan.  (5)  Mary  Delia,  who  died 
in  childhood. 

The  late  Walter  G.  Booth,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  born  in  Trumbull  October  13,  1812, 
and  grew  to  manhood  upon  his  father's  home- 
stead. He  married  Miss  Elmira  C.  Beardsley, 
a native  of  that  town,  a daughter  of  Levi  Beards- 
ley, and  for  a number  of  years  they  resided  at 
the  Booth  homestead.  In  1869  they  removed  to 
a farm  in  the  town  of  Huntington,  where  the 
father  died  in  1876.  He  was  a Democrat  in 
politics,  and  he  and  his  wife,  who  survives  him, 
united  many  years  ago  with  the  Congregational 
Church,  Trumbull,  Conn.  Of  their  ten  children, 
the  eldest.  Electa,  married  Rev.  Frederick 
Adams,  a Congregational  minister  in  New  York  I 


State;  they  have  had  four  children — Walter 
Booth  Adams,  principal  of  a college  at  Beyrout, 
Syria,  Asia;  Fredric  J.,  a physician  in  Bridge- 
port, Conn.;  Grace,  living  in  Rhode  Island;  and 
Edith  May.  deceased.  (2)  Samantha  married 
(first)  Charles  Davidson,  of  Milford,  Conn.,  and 
(second)  Thomas  Post,  a mechanic  in  Hunting- 
ton.  (3)  William  G.,  a resident  of  Shelton, 
is  engaged  in  the  meat  business.  (4)  Mary 
D.  married  Frank  Franklin,  a millwright  at 
Shelton.  (5)  Julia  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years.  (6)  Lewis  W.  is  a plumber  at  Shelton. 
(7)  Arthur  C.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below.  (8)  Frank  H.  is  a grocer  at  Akron, 
Ohio.  (9)  Jennie  I.  married  George  Fulton,  a 
mechanic  in  New  Haven.  (10)  Edgar  D.  is  an 
electrician  in  New  York  City. 

Arthur  C.  Booth,  our  subject,  was  born 
March  9,  1855,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Trum- 
bull township,  and  his  education  was  obtained 
chiefly  in  the  district  schools  of  that  locality.  He 
was  about  fifteen  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
moval to  Huntington  township,  and  he  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-two;  then  went  to  Stratford  in  the 
meat  business.  On  June  29,  1876,  he  married 
Miss  Fannie  L.  Blakeman,  daughter  of  Ezra  C. 
Blakeman,  a well-known  resident  of  Huntington, 
and  a member  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  that 
town.  In  1 88 1 Mr.  Booth  removed  to  Shelton, 
and  engaged  in  the  meat  business,  which  he  has 
since  continued  successfully.  He  has  always 
taken  keen  interest  in  local  affairs,  his  support 
being  given  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  for  three 
years  he  served  as  selectman  in  Huntington. 
Socially,  he  and  his  wife  are  prominent, and  he  is 
identified  with  Ousatonic  Lodge  No.  6,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  in  which  he  has  held  every  office.  His  home 
is  brightened  by  four  children:  Walter  C.,  Maud 
1.,  Florence  M.  and  Edith  Marian. 


C CHARLES  HENRY  CAREY,  a well-known 
Jj  resident  of  Stratford,  has  been  engaged  in 
business  there  for  a number  of  years  as  a painter 
and  decorator, and  many  of  the  pleasantest  homes 
in  that  charming  little  city  owe  much  of  their  at- 
tractiveness to  his  skill  and  artistic  taste. 

Through  his  paternal  ancestry  Mr.  Carey  has 
inherited  the  excellent  qualities  of  the  Scotch- 
Irish  race,  from  which  so  many  able  and  enter- 
prising citizens  trace  descent.  Dennis  Carey, 
our  subject’s  father,  was  born  May  10,  1800,  at 
Claremont,  N.  H.,  and  followed  farming  as  an 
occupation,  the  latter  part  of  his  life  being  spent 
in  Vermont.  He  died  in  1873,  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Minervg  Wheeler,  was 
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born  December  17,  1810,  and  died  March  13, 
1850.  She  was  of  English  descent,  and  was  born 
in  New  Hampshire, a daughter  of  Artemus  Wheel- 
er. This  worthy  couple  had  eight  children: 
(1)  Clara  Sidney,  born  February  22,  1829,  died 
September  14,  1829;  (2)  Marcia  Ann,  born  De- 
cember 28,  1831,  married  December  28,  1851,  a 
Mr.  Wentworth,  later  a Mr.  Trumbull,  and  is 
now  deceased;  (3)  Isabella  Alsina,  born  Decem- 
ber 22,  1834;  (4)  Abel  Wheeler,  born  December 
2,  1838  (whereabouts  unknown);  (5)  Susan  An- 
na, bom  January  31,  1841,  married  (first)  Peter 

D.  Irish,  of  New  London,  and  (second)  Capt.  H. 
N.  Crocker,  a retired  sea  captain,  now  residing 
in  New  London;  (6)  Laville  Francena,  born  May 
13,  1844;  (7)  Sarah  Jane,  born  June  16,  1847; 
and  (8)  Charles  Henry,  born  February  22,  1849. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Weathersfield,  Vt., 
and  his  early  life  was  spent  there  and  in  Spring- 
field,  Vt.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  to 
Lowell,  Mass.,  where  he  worked  for  a year  at 
the  confectioner’s  trade.  In  1868  he  located  in 
Stratford,  this  county,  and  for  six  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  candy  and  corn 
cake.  He  then  became  interested  in  carpenter- 
ing and  house  painting,  and  as  time  passed  the 
latter  occupation  occupied  his  time  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  other.  Later  he  added  paper- 
hanging and  decoration  of  interiors,  and  for 
about  eighteen  years  he  has  been  the  leader  in 
those  lines  of  work  in  his  locality.  Politically, 
Mr.  Carey  is  a Republican,  as  was  his  father  be- 
fore him,  and  he  and  his  family  are  prominent  in 
religious  work  in  Stratford  as  members  of  the  M. 

E.  Church.  On  June  1,  1871,  he  married  Miss 
Louisa  C.  Gray,  a native  of  Stratford  and  a 
daughter  of  George  Gray,  a respected  citizen  of 
that  town.  Two  sons  have  blessed  this  union: 
O')  George  W.,  a member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Hawley  & Carey,  of  Bridgeport,  married  Miss 
Bertha  I.  Clark.  (2)  Paul  A.  resides  in  Strat- 
ford, and  is  employed  as  loading  clerk  for  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  railroad. 


TflfON.  DIETRICH  E.  LOEWE,  one  of  Dan- 
431  bury’s  most  respected  citizens,  has  risen  to 
prominence  by  means  of  his  own  efforts,  and  from 
his  present  enviable  position,  as  a leader  ir.  busi- 
ness circles,  can  look  back  upon  the  time  when 
he  was  glad  to  work  as  a day  laborer,  shoveling 
dirt  on  a railroad.  His  history  is  of  unusual  in- 
terest as  showing  the  possibilities  before  a man 
w"°  Possesses  intelligence,  energy  and  thrift. 

Mr  Loewe  was  born  June  21,  1852,  at  Lippe- 
rj^tmold,  Germany,  where  his  family  have  re- 
sided for  several  generations.  His  father 


Adolph  Loewe,  was  a native  of  that  place  and 
passed  his  life  there,  dying  in.  1866;  his  wife, 
Charlotte  (Schalk),  who  was  bom  near  the  same 
place,  died  in  1891.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  their  children  were 
reared  in  the  Protestant  faith.  They  had  a fam- 
ily of  six  sons  and  three  daughters:  Adolph  in- 

herited the  old  homestead,  and  resides  therewith 
two  sisters;  August,  an  agriculturist,  is  the  ad- 
ministrator of  a large  estate  in  Prussia;  Pauline 
married  a Mr.  Meirjohann,  now  deceased;  Carl 
(deceased)  was  a tutor  in  a college;  Louise,  now 
at  home,  is  the  widow  of  August  Vogelsang;  Ed- 
ward is  a hatter  in  Danbury;  D.  E.,  our  subject, 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Gustavus,  an  ag- 
riculturist, manages  a large  estate  in  Prussia;  and 
Marie,  who  is  not  married,  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Loewe,  our  subject,  remained  in  his  na- 
tive land  until  he  was  about  eighteen  years  of 
age,  attending  school  and  assisting  in  the  work  at 
home.  In  1870  he  came  to  America,  landing  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  remained  for  some 
time  looking  for  employment.  Unable  to  find 
work  there,  his  money  having  given  out  in  the 
mean  time,  he,  with  some  acquaintances  from 
aboard  the  ship,  secured  work  on  a railroad  at 
Middletown,  N.  Y.,  where  the  company  was  then 
digging  a bedway.  Mr.  Loewe  remained  there 
three  months,  and  then  returned  to  New  York,  but 
later  went  to  Long  Island,  where  he  found  employ- 
ment for  a time  on  a farm.  On  returning  to  New 
York  City  he  became  a shipping  clerk  for  a who  e- 
sale  grocery  firm,  with  whom  he  remained  un  1 
November,  187],  when  he  located  in  Danbury 
and  began  to  learn  the  hatter’s  trade.  Until  t e 
fall  of  1874  his  time  was  spent  with  the  Twee  y 
Manufacturing  Company,  except  that  during  e 
summer  months,  when  business  was  dull,  he  en 
gaged  in  painting  in  the  town  and  vicimty. 
1874  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Bee  er 
Company,  with  whom  he  worked  until  Nove 
ber,  1875,  when  he  returned  to  the  Tweedy  0 
pany  for  a time.  Afterward  he  took  c“ar*‘e 
the  making  department  for  the  Beckerle  ° 
pany,  but  later  was  employed  by  J-  G.  ™ee  ' 
a hat  manufacturer,  and  remained  until  7 • 
being  promoted  to  the  position  of  foreman  u 
the  latter  part  of  the  time.  In  1879  he 
in  business  for  himself,  forming  a partner 
with  Edwin  JT-argett  and  Herman  Beardsley, 
der  the  firm  name  of  D.  E.  Loewe  & Co. 
continued  until  February,  1880,  when  Mr.  . 
gett  and  Mr.  Beardsley  retired,  their  int®rp.  r]es 
ing  taken  by  Matthias  Hienzelmann  and  ^ 
Muetschele,  under  the  same  firm  ”arne'  eDt 
April  of  that  year  they  removed  to  their  P 
location  on  River  street,  and  continued  o 
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facture  soft  fur  hats  until  1885,  when  they  added 
stiff  hats  to  their  product.  At  this  time  they 
took  in  another  partner,  Martin  Fuchs.  In  1896 
they  dropped  the  manufacture  of  stiff  hats,  found 
necessary  by  the  increased  demand  for  their  soft 
hats.  These  they  now  produce  in  all  styles, 
shapes  and  colors,  from  a light  weight  pocket  to 
a heavy  Cow-boy  hat.  Besides  supplying  the 
home  market,  they  ship  largely  to  Canada, 
Mexico,  the  West  Indies  and  Japan. 

On  June  21,  1877,  Mr.  Loewe  married  Chris- 
tina Heinzelmann,  a daughter  of  Christian  Hein- 
zelmann,  of  Danbury.  They  have  a pleasant 
home,  brightened  by  six  children:  Charlotte, 

Matthias,  Ernest,  Carl,  Melanie  and  Percival. 
The  family  are  identified  with  the  German  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  take  a prominent  part  in 
various  social  movements. 

By  his  uprightness  and  ability  Mr.  Loewe  has 
won  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  his  locality, 
and  he  has  held  a number  of  public  offices,  serv- 
ing as  assessor  of  Danbury,  and  in  1 887  repre- 
senting his  district  in  the  State  Legislature.  In 
1889  he  was  elected  councilman  from  the  Fourth 
ward,  and  in  1892  he  was  appointed  alderman 
to  fill  an  unexpired  term.  Until  recently  he  was 
a Democrat  in  politics,  but  in  1 896  he  voted  to 
maintain  an  honest  currency. 


H ARLES  MUETSCHELE,  one  of  our  lead-' 
ing  German-American  citizens,  is  a member 
of  the  well-known  firm  of  D.  E.  Loewe  & Co. , 
of  Danbury,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  who  are  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  hat  manufacturing.  Each 
of  the  members  of  this  enterprising  firm  is  of 
German  blood,  and  shows  the  characteristic 
thrift  and  industry  of  that  race. 

Mr.  Muetschele  was  born  October  2,  1847, 
at  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  where  his  father,  Ben- 
jamin Muetschele,  was  a prosperous  dyer.  His 
mother,  Margaret  Barbara  Muetschele,  was  also 
of  German  birth,  and  both  parents  died  in  the 
Fatherland.  They  were  devout  Lutherans  in 
religious  faith,  and  reared  their  family  in  the 
same  belief.  Of  their  children,  three  came  to 
America.  Emanuel  is  a dyer  in  Paterson,  N.  J. 
Christian  followed  the  same  business  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

Charles  Muetschele  remained  in  his  native 
land  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and 
received  his  early  education  there.  He  also 
learned  the  hatter's  trade,  and  in  1869  he  sailed 
for  South  America,  landing  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
where  he  followed  his  trade  about  four  years.  In 
1873  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  first 
in  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 


until  1876,  the  year  of  his  removal  to  Danbury. 
Here  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Tweedy  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  and  after  two  years  with 
them  he  was  engaged  by  Henry  Crofut,  in  the 
same  business.  Later  he  formed  his  present 
partnership,  which  has  continued  successfully, 
notwithstanding  the  hard  times  which  have  lately 
affected  all  lines  of  trade. 

In  1882  Mr.  Muetschele  married  Miss  Carrie 
Heinzelman,  and  one  daughter,  Dorothea,  bright- 
ens their  home.  He  and  his  wife  are  prominent 
members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Congregation  at 
Danbury,  and  are  held  in  high  esteem  socially. 
Since  1877  Mr.  Muetschele  has  been  a member 
of  the  Germania  Society,  of  Danbury,  a German 
benevolent  society.  He  is  keenly  interested  in 
all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  his  adopted 
country,  and  is  an  earnest  student  of  political 
affairs.  Until  1896  he  supported  the  Democratic 
party,  but  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  voted  for 
McKinley  and  sound  money. 


MARTIN  FUCHS,  one  of  the  intelligent,  en- 
_ _ terprising  foreign-born  citizens,  is  a highly 
respected  resident  of  Danbury,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  hat  manufacturing  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  D.  E.  Loewe  & Co. 

Mr.  Fuchs  is  of  German  birth  and  ancestry, 
and  his  grandfather,  John  Fuchs,  was  a well-to- 
do  wine  gardener  in  the  Fatherland.  Martin 
Fuchs,  his  father,  was  born  in  Wurtemburg, 
Germany,  and  always  resided  there.  He  mar- 
ried Franziska  Bernhardt,  a native  of  the  same 
town,  and  they  had  two  children:  Clara,  the 

elder,  married  Frank  Kuhner,  of  Germany,  and 
died  in  December,  1896. 

Martin  Fuchs  was  born  in  Wurtemburg,  De- 
cember u,  1842,  and  received  his  early  educa- 
tion there.  He  learned  the  brewer's  trade,  and 
in  1 868  came  to  America,  locating  first  at  Atlantic 
City,  N.  J.,  where  for  six  months  he  worked  as  a 
waiter  in  a hotel.  For  the  next  three  months 
he  was  employed  in  a brewery  in  Philadelphia, 
and  on  leaving  that  city  he  went  to  New  York,  but 
was  there  taken  sick  and  was  confined  to  hospital 
two  months.  On  recovering  he  followed  the  car- 
penter’s trade  for  a.  time,  after  which  he  went  to 
Catskills,  N.  Y.,  to  work  on  a farm  for  a couple 
of  months.  He  then  returned  to  New  York  City, 
and  in  1869  he  removed  to  Danbury,  where  he 
first  found  employment  on  a farm  near  by, 
spending  about  two  months  in  agricultural  work. 
For  two  years  afterward  he  was  employed  in  a 
dye  shop  in  Danbury,  but  the  advantages  of  the 
hatter's  trade  becoming  manifest,  he  decided  to 
enter  the  factory  of  the  Tweedy  Manufacturing 
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Company,  where  he  spent  fifteen  years,  serving 
as  assistant  foreman,  and  foreman  during  the 
latter  portion  of  that  time.  While  working  for 
this  company  he  resided  upon  a farm  three  miles 
from  town,  making  the  journey  back  and  forth 
each  day.  In  1885  he  formed  a partnership  with 
D.  E.  Loewe,  Charles  Muetschele  and  Matthias 
Heinzelmann  for  the  manufacture  of  hats,  and  he 
has  since  been  a member  of  that  successful  firm. 

Mr.  Fuchs  has  a pleasant  home  in  Danbury, 
where  he  and  his  family  are  highly  respected. 
On  June  13,  1871,  he  married  Mary  Dittus,  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  a daughter  of  John  Dit- 
tus, a well-known  farmer.  Four  children  were 
born  to  this  union:  John,  Fannie,  Caroline  and 

Ernest,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  Fuchs  and 
his  family  are  identified  with  the  German  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  Germania,  one  of  the  leading  German  socie- 
ties of  the  city.  Politically,  he  has  been  a 
Democrat  for  a number  of  years,  but  in  1896  he 
cast  his  ballot  for  sound  money  and  protection. 


M.  SCOFIELD  is  a well-known  contractor 
and  builder  of  Riverside,  of  whose  skill  many 
notable  examples  are  to  be  seen  at  various  points 
in  that  region.  Thoroughly  reliable  in  all  things, 
the  quality  of  his  work  is  a convincing  test  of  his 
own  personal  worth,  and  he  conscientiously  ful- 
fills his  part  of  every  contract. 

Our  subject  is  a member  of  the  old  Scofield 
family  of  Stamford  township,  Fairfield  county, 
where  his  grandfather,  Phineas  Scofield,  reared 
his  family  and  spent  his  entire  life;  at  his  death 
his  remains  were  interred  at  Scofieldtown,  in  the 
same  township.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Mercy  (Finch),  by  whom  he  had  three 
children,  who  reached  years  of  maturity,  name- 
ly: Hiram,  Nathaniel  and  Mary.  His  second 

wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mercy  Seely.  The 
mother  of  Mercy  (Finch)  Scofield,  first  wife  of 
Phineas  Scofield,  was  Rachael  Bishop,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Bishop,  the  son  of  Benjamin 
Bishop,  who  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  John 
Bishop,  the  first  minister  in  Stamford;  he  walked 
from  Boston  to  Stamford  with  his  staff  and  Bible. 
Benjamin  Bishop’s  mother  was  Susanna  Pierson, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Abraham  Pierson,  Jr.,  who  was 
one  of  the  founders  and  the  first  president  of 
Yale  College. 

Nathaniel  Scofield,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
a farmer  by  occupation.  In  early  manhood  he 
married  Polly  A.  Ferris,  a native  of  Sound 
Beach,  and  for  a short  time  they  made  their 
home  at  Wilton,  Conn.,  where  our  subject  was 
born  March  25,  1839.  During  his  childhood 


they  removed  to  North  Stamford,  Fairfield  coun- 
ty, and  later  to  a farm  near  Stamford.  The  fa- 
ther supplied  timber  for  the  construction  of  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  railroad,  and 
in  delivering  the  timber  used  ox-teams.  It  was 
always  conceded  that  he  kept  the  best  ox-team 
in  this  section.  He  carried  on  farming  in  con- 
nection with  the  lumber  business,  and  although 
able  to  perform  much  labor,  his  death  is  attrib- 
uted to  overwork.  He  was  taken  ill  very  sud- 
denly while  out  with  his  ox-team,  and  was 
brought  home  helpless  in  the  lumber  cart.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  and  was  buried 
in  the  North  Field  burial  plot.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  was  a Whig.  His  widow  was  left 
in  rather  limited  circumstances,  but  she  managed 
to  support  her  family  and  keep  her  children  to- 
gether, bringing  them  up  to  be  excellent  citizens. 
She  died  in  Stamford,  in  1889,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  by  the  side 
of  her  husband.  She  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  a highly  respected 
lady  and  the  best  of  mothers.  In  the  family 
were  six  children:  Sarah  F. , who  married  Capt. 

William  W.  Hoyt,  and  lived  in  Stamford,  but 
died  in  New  Jersey;  Mary  E.,  widow  of  Alexan- 
der Weed,  of  Stamford;  Susan  E.,  widow  of 
Holly  Scofield,  and  a resident  of  Stamford;  C. 
M.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Harriet,  wife  of  Syl- 
vester Scofield,  of  Stamford;  and  Edwin  N., a 
carpenter  of  Cos  Cob,  Fairfield  county. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Polly  (Ferris)  Scofield 
was  Asa  Ferris.  His  mother,  Mary  Lockwood, 
was  the  daughter  of  Gershom  Lockwood,  who 
was  a son  of  Lady  Ann  M illington,  Lord  Milling- 
ton’s  daughter.  The  story  goes  that  she  came 
from  England  to  find  her  lover,  and  being  unsuc- 
cessful in  her  search  she  married  Gershom  Lock- 
wood,  Sr.  They  settled  in  what  was  then  Old 
Greenwich,  now  Sound  Beach.  Her  friends  sent 
to  her  a carved  chest  containing  among  other 
things,  amber  beads,  and  a quantity  of  gold 
guineas;  the  beads  and  chest  are  still  in  the  pos- 
session of  some  of  the  Ferris  family. 

Being  the  eldest  son  of  his  parents,  C.  M 
Scofield,  our  subject,  early  began  to  assist  bis 
mother  in  the  support  of  the  family,  much  to  the 
detriment  of  his  education.  In  an  old-fashioned 
school  house,  with  slab  benches  for  seats,  be  pur- 
sued his  studies, his  education  being  only  such  as 
the  district  schools  of  his  day  afforded.  He  was 
desirous  of  learning  the  machinist’s  trade,  but  his 
means  would  not  permit  him  to  take  it  up.  Dur- 
ing his  boyhood  he  worked  for  neighbors,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen,  having  been  able  to  pur- 
chase some  tools,  he  went  to  Port  Chester,  N- 
Y.,  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade;  but  a feW 
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months  later  the  shop  in  which  he  worked  was 
burned  and  his  property  was  destroyed.  Return- 
ing to  Stamford,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Jona- 
than Buxton  and  Charles  Bishop,  who  were 
building  the  Congregational  church  at  that 
place,  and  with  them  he  remained  for  twelve 
years,  during  which  time  he  also  worked  on  the 
Methodist  and  Baptist  churches  and  many  of  the 
best  residences  in  Stamford,  including  about  all 
that  were  built  on  Noroton  Hill  in  those  days. 
On  leaving  that  firm  he  began  contracting  and 
building  on  his  own  account,  his  first  contract  be- 
ing a store  building  on  the  present  site  of  Fitch 
Hoyt’s  store  in  Stamford.  He  purchased  lots, 
built  houses  thereon,  and  then  sold  the  property, 
carrying  on  this  business  quite  successfully  for 
many  years.  On  May  31,  1865,  Mr.  Scofield 
was  married  in  Southport  to  Miss  Hannah  M. 
Weeks,  who  was  born  in  Stamford,  August  7, 
1841,  a daughter  of  James  W.  and  Hannah  M. 
(Guernsey)  Weeks.  She  was  reared  in  her  na- 
tive village,  and  completed  her  education  at  Miss 
Anna  Hoyt’s  boarding  school  in  New  Brunswick, 
N.  J.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  two  children:  William  W.,  a carpen- 

ter of  Sound  Beach,  and  Marion  V.,  at  home. 

During  early  life  Mr.  Scofield  always  lived 
with  his  mother  on  the  place  left  by  his  father, 
and  he  did  much  to  improve  it.  In  1864  he  pur- 
chased the  old  home,  and  continued  to  live  there 
for  a few  years  after  his  marriage.  The  city  of 
Stamford  was  his  next  home,  but  since  1878  he 
has  resided  in  Riverside.  Here  he  purchased  a 
mill  which  he  conducted  for  some  time,  and  also 
built  a large  ice  house  and  engaged  in  the  ice 
business  quite  extensively,  selling  in  New  York 
City  and  Long  Island.  In  the  meantime  he  was 
still  interested  in  the  planing-mill  and  lumber 
business,  his  brother  being  at  one  time  his  part- 
ner. Being  thrown  down  a steep  embankment 
and  seriously  injured,  he  sold  his  business,  and 
several  months  later  again  turned  his  attention 
to  building  houses  on  lots  which  he  owned.  He 
has  considerable  property  at  Sound  Beach  and 
two  houses  at  Riverside.  He  is  a public-spirited, 
enterprising  man,  one  who  has  always  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  improvement  of  his  locality 
and  is  numbered  among  his  town's  most  useful 
and  valued  citizens.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Republican,  but  he  cares  nothing  for  the  honors 
or  emoluments  of  public  office.  His  wife  holds 
membership  in  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Stamford. 

Mr.  Scofield  has  recently  erected  a residence 
on  his  property  at  Sound  Beach,  to  which  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  early  in  the  present  year. 
His  son,  William  Weeks  Scofield,  was  married 


October  9,  1895,  to  Gussie  H.  Ferris,  of  Sound 
Beach,  where  they  now  reside.  They  have  one 
son,  Floyd  Millington.  In  1897  he  purchased 
the  well-known  “Greenwich  Point  House”  prop- 
erty of  about  eighteen  acres,  which  has  been  a 
popular  boarding  house  for  years.  Mr.  Scofield 
has  sold  several  shore  front  lots  to  New  York 
City  people;  has  also  erected  a new  house  di- 
rectly on  the  shore  where  there  is  a fine  beach 
and  view  of  Long  Island  Sound  for  miles.  He 
intends  to  continue  its  improvement  along  vari- 
ous lines. 


WILLIAM  E.  ACKLEY.  A long  and  use- 
ful  life  has  won  for  this  well-known  resi- 
dent of  Sandy  Hook  the  esteem  of  a large  circle 
of  acquaintances  and  friends,  and  in  his  declining 
years  he  is  comforted  by  the  consciousness  of  duty 
done.  For  more  than  thirty  years  he  was  a fore- 
man in  the  factory  of  the  New  York  Belting  & 
Packing  Company  at  that  place,  having  charge 
of  about  fifty  men,  and  so  faithfully  did  he  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  position  that  his  employ- 
ers and  workmen  were  equally  satisfied  with  bis 
management. 

The  Ackley  family  is  of  French  origin,  but 
became  identified  at  an  early  date  with  New 
York  City,  where  Jonathan  Ackley,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  was  bom  May  20,  1779,  and  died 
July  2,  1813,  having  passed  his  life  there,  follow- 
ing shoemaking  as  an  occupation.  He  married 
Miss  Mary  Smith,  and  had  seven  children,  viz.: 
John,  our  subject’s  father;  Stephen,  born  January 
4,  1801;  Hiram,  born  March  25,  1803;  James, 
born  May  12,  1805;  Mary,  born  January  5,  1808, 
and  married,  June  14.  1823,  Asa  Whitaker;  Erne- 
line,  born  October  15,  1810,  and  died  November 
14,  1825;  and  Angeline,  born  July  29,  1813,  and 
died  January  26,  1814.  Mary  Smith,  our  sub- 
ject’s grandmother,  was  bom  March  16,  1781, 
and  died  December  2,  1834.  Her  father,  Jabez 
Smith,  was  born  September  21,  1746,  and  her 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Burch- 
ard,  was  born  August  28,  1749.  Jabez  and  Han- 
nah Smith  had  eleven  children  as  follows: 
Phoebe,  born  October  9,  1770;  Isaiah,  June  18, 
1772;  Hannah.  July  23,  1774;  Samuel  (1),  Feb- 
ruary 20,  J777;Tamson,  March  9,  1779;  Mary, 
our  subject’s  grandmother;  Josiah,  born  Decem- 
ber 19,  1783;  Daniel, . April  26,  1786;  Andrew, 
February  26,  1789;  Uriah,  June  17,  1791;  and 
Samuel  (2),  July  16,  1793. 

John  Ackley,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  York  City,  January  18,  1799,  and 
when  only  fourteen  years  old  enlisted  as  a sol- 
dier, the  war  of  1812  being  then  in  progress. 
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He  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  for  many  years  worked  as  a journey- 
man for  Andrew  Smith.  During,  the  greater 
portion  of  his  life  he  made  his  home  in  the  town 
of  Lloyd,  opposite  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and,  as 
he  was  a superior  workman,  he  was  kept  con- 
stantly employed  by  customers  up  and  down  the 
river.  His  mental  abilities  were  of  a high  order, 
and  through  private  reading  he  secured  a wide 
range  of  information  on  the  topics  of  his  day. 
In  politics  he  was  a devoted  follower  of  Andrew 
Jackson,  and  in  religious  faith  he  was  a Univer- 
salist.  He  died  August  14,  1857.  In  1821  he 
married  Phoebe  Morgan,  who  was  born  March  9, 
1800  (a  daughter  of  William  Morgan,  of  New 
York),  and  died  September  6,  1896;  for  many 
years  she  drew  a pension  on  account  of  her  hus- 
band’s patriotic  services  as  a soldier.  Both  were 
held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  knew  them, 
and  Mrs.  Ackley  was  a model  woman,  worthy  to 
be  emulated  by  the  mothers  of  to-day.  They 
had  the  following  children:  Catherine  A.  (1), 
born  January  22,  1822,  died  in  infancy;  Mary  A., 
born  January  22,  1824,  married  D.  W.  Van- 
Rapper,  and  about  twenty  years  ago  removed  to 
Georgia,  where  they  now  reside;  James  H.,  born 
September  27,  1826,  became  a sailor  and  died 
in  New  York  City  May  3,  1867;  William  E.,  our 
subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Charles 
H.,  bom  April  9,  1831,  was  a butcher  in  Jersey 
City,  where  he  died  July  15,  1872  (he  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  71st  New  York  State  Militia,  and 
fought  in  the  Civil  war);  Catherine  A.  (2),  bom 
October  28,  1833,  married  (first)  Simon  Rose, 
and  (second)  Henry  C.  Chamberlain,  and  her 
death  occurred  December  25,  1877;  Emeline, 
born  December  10,  1835,  died  April  17,  1858; 
John  Morgan,  born  February  17,  1841,  who  was 
a soldier  in  the  7th  New  York  State  Militia,  and 
fought  in  the  Civil  war,  died  October  6,  1865; 
and  George  Washington,  born  March  17,  1844, 
died  January  ii,  1845. 

Mr.  Ackley,  our  subject,  was  born  January 
28,  1829,  in  New  York  City,  but  from  the  age  of 
five  years  his  boyhood  was  spent  in  the  town  of 
Marlboro,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  the  village  of 
Milton,  where  he  received  his  education.  About 
1845  he  engaged  in  business  as  a butcher,  later 
learning  the  art  of  manufacturing  rubber  goods, 
especially  combs.  After  two  years  spent  in  New 
York  City  he  went  to  Marlboro  to  work  for 
Sweet  & Tibbie,  with  whom  he  remained  about 
four  years,  his  time  being  devoted  to  comb 
making.  In  1851  he  removed  to  Sandy  Hook, 
where  for  two  years  he  was  employed  in  the 
same  line  of  work  for  Martin  Reed.  The  next 
two  years  he  spent  in  Williamsburg,  N-  Y. , 


and  one  year  in  Brookfield,  this  county;  then  in 
October,  1856,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
New  York  Belting  & Packing  Company.  In  the 
following  year  he  was  made  foreman  of  the  ma- 
chine belting  department,  and  this  position  he 
held  continuously  for  thirty-two  years,  resigning 
in  1889  in  order  to  enjoy  in  peace  the  rewards 
of  his  years  of  toil.  As  he  has  always  been  fond 
of  reading  he  keeps  well  informed  upon  the  issues 
of  the  time,  and  his  opinions  are  regarded  with 
deference  by  his  associates.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican,  but  he  has  never  aspired  to  official 
honors.  Socially,  he  and  his  wife  are  popular, 
and  they  are  leading  members  of  St.  John's 
Episcopal  Church  at  Sandy  Hook,  in  which  he 
has  served  as  warden  and  vestryman.  He  is 
also  an  active  and  faithful  worker  in  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  belonging  to  Hiram  Lodge  No.  18, 
F.  & A.  M.,  at  Newtown. 

On  June  4,  1854,  Mr.  Ackley  married  Miss 
Martha  Ann  Roberts.  No  children  have  blessed 
the  union.  Mrs.  Ackley  was  born  September 
21,  1834,  a daughter  of  James  and  Maria 
Roberts,  formerly  of  Huddersfield,  Yorkshire, 
England.  Her  father,  who  was  a manufacturer 
of  woolen  goods,  came  to  this  country  and 
located  first  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  later  at 
Bridgeport , this  county,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1847.  He  had  six  children,  as  follows:  Mary, 
born  January  30,  1825,  died  in  October,  1896; 
Abram,  born  November  24,  1826,  died  in  May, 
1855;  James,  born  January  17,  1829,  is  now  a 
resident  of  Woodbury,  Conn. ; Martha  Ann  (Mrs. 
Ackley)  was  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth;  Sarah 
Jane,  born  March  27,  1837,  died  November  22, 
1858;  Charles  Henry,  born  May  20,  1839,  met 
a soldier’s  death  at  Gettysburg,  July  3,  1863. 


E'DWIN  SHORT,  a prominent  representative 

'I  citizen  and  hat  manufacturer  of  Bethel,  Fair- 

field  county,  progressive  and  public  spirited,  is  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  the  town  of  New- 
town January  30,  1838. 

Charles  Short,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Derby,  Conn., where  he  followed  the 
trade  of  blacksmith.  He  married  Elizabeth  Dan- 
iels, and  they  had  four  children,  as  follows:  Nan- 
cy, deceased;  Amelia  (Mrs.  Riggs),  of  Fairhaven, 
Conn.;  Ephraim,  deceased;  and  Charles. 

Charles  Short,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  Derby,  Conn.,  in  1813,  and  died  at  New- 
town, same  State,  in  1879.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  place  and  New  Haven, 
and  at  Newtown  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter, 
which  he  followed  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  as 
a contractor  and  builder  in  a small  way,  potting 
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up  many  houses  in  Bethel.  He  was  a member 
of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Stepney,  Conn.,  and  in 
politics  was  first  a Whig,  later  a Republican.  In 
1837,  at  Newtown,  Conn.,  he  married  Julia  Par- 
malee,  daughter  of  Levi  Parmalee,  and  a descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  early  settled  families  of  New- 
town. To  this  union  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows: Edwin;  Mary  E.,  a resident  of  Bethel;  Ru- 
fus, who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  years  (he  served 
in  the  United  States  navy  during  the  Civil  war, 
on  the  cruiser  “Harriet  Lane");  Loesa  (de- 
ceased), who  was  the  wife  of  Robert  Brown;  Al- 
fred, a resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  with  the 
Boynton  Furnace  Company;  Emily  (Mrs.  Robert 
Dauchy),  a resident  of  Bethel;  Levi,  a resident 
of  Bethel;  Arietta,  living  at  Meriden,  Conn.,  the 
wife  of  George  Welch;  and  Charles,  a resident  of 
Bethel. 

Edwin  Short  received  a liberal  education  at 
the  schools  of  Newtown.  Conn.,  and  his  father 
having  given  him  the  choice  of  going  to  New- 
town Academy  or  entering  a wool  hat  factory  at 
Sandy  Hook,  he  chose  the  latter,  remaining 
there  three  months.  He  then  clerked  in  a store 
at  Hattertown.  Newtown,  for  a year,  after  which 
he  worked  at  carpentry  with  his  father  for  two 
years,  and  in  1856  he  moved  to  Bethel,  entering 
Orrin  Benedict’s  hat  factory,  where  he  remained 
for  some  two  and  one-half  years.  He  next  pro- 
ceeded to  Orange,  N.  J.,  and  there  found  employ- 
ment in  Porter  & Crofut’s  factory  for  nearly  a 
year,  or  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  at 
which  time  he  went  to  Ridgefield  and  became  a 
a partner  of  Mr.  Borden,  the  style  of  the  firm 
being  Borden  & Short,  manufacturers  of  hats. 
This  arrangement  continued  some  twelve  months, 
at  the  end  of  which  period  he  came  to  Bethel, 
where  he  commenced  in  the  hatmaking  industry 
for  his  own  account  in  company  with  Charles 
Shepard,  under  the  firm  name  of  Shepard  & 
Short.  The  factory  was  located  on  the  spot 
whereon  the  town  hall  now  stands.  Four  months 
later  Mr.  Short  gave  up  active  work,  on  account 
of  ill  health,  and  returned  to  Newtown  for  three 
months.  He  then  took  charge  of  the  trimming 
department  in  James  H.  Prentice’s  factory  at 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  some  eighteen  months,  when, 
returning  to  Bethel,  he  worked  there  three 
months  as  a journeyman  hatter,  after  which  he 
took  charge  of  the  trimming  department  for  Orrin 
Benedict  & Co.,  remaining  there  until  1878.  In 
that  year  Mr.  Short  and  George  Lane  formed  a 
partnership  as  hat  jobbers,  furnishing  stock  to 
other  hatters,  and  also  making  and  selling  hats 
for  eight  months,  when  they  started  a factory 
known  as  the  “Willows."  In  the  spring  of  1880 
Mr.  Lane  retired,  and  our  subject  ran  the  factory 


one  month  alone,  then  receiving  his  brother  Levi 
into  partnership,  this  arrangement  continuing  for 
five  years,  Levi  at  the  end  of  that  time  selling  his 
interest  to  William  Ohler,  who  remained  with 
Mr.  Short  a year,  after  which  the  latter  carried 
on  the  factory  alone  some  four  years.  In  the  fall 
of  1890  Mr,  Short  bought  the  Orrin  Benedict  fac- 
tory, which  he  has  since  carried  on,  manufactur- 
ing stiff  hats,  and  giving  employment  to  from  1 50 
to  175  hands. 

On  May  19.  1858,  Edwin  Short  was  married, 
at  Bethel,  to  Harriet  A.  Blackman,  daughter  of 
Abel  B.  Blackman,  and  three  children  were  born 
to  them:  William  Seymour,  Lucy  and  Grace 
Edna.  Rev.  William  Seymour  Short  is  rector  of 
Grace  Church,  Astoria,  Oregon;  be  married  Lot- 
tie Wheeler,  daughter  of  Thomas  B.  Wheeler, 
of  Bethel,  and  has  four  children:  Carrie  Eliza- 
beth, Edwin  Thomas,  Seabury  Tuttle  and  Fred- 
erick William.  Our  subject  and  the  entire  family 
at  home  are  members  of  St.  Thomas  Episcopal 
Church  at  Bethel.  In  politics  Mr.  Short  has 
always  been  a Republican.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Eureka  Lodge  No. 
83,  Bethel,  and  of  Eureka  Chapter  and  Crusader 
Commandery,  at  Danbury. 


F FRANKLIN  M.  GREELEY.  This  prominent 
_ resident  of  Bridgeport,  who  for  many  years 
has  held  a responsible  position  with  the  Wheel- 
er & Wilson  Manufacturing  Company,  is  a repre- 
sentative of  an  old  and  honored  family,  the  name 
having  been  prominently  associated  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  country  from  early  Colonial  times. 
Different  ancestors  served  with  gallantry  in  the 
wars  of  their  respective  times,  and  while  in  busi- 
ness and  professional  life  the  members  of  the 
family  have  displayed  marked  ability.  Horace 
Greeley,  the  famous  editor  of  the  New  York 
Tribune,  and  candidate  for  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1872,  was  a second  cousin  to 
our  subject,  and  letters  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  latter  show  the  cordial  friendship  which  ex- 
isted between  them. 

The  first  ancestor  of  whom  a definite  record 
has  been  preserved  was  Andrew  Greeley,  one  of 
the  three  brothers  who  came  from  England  about 
1600.  He  settled  at  Salisbury,  Mass.  Joseph 
Greeley,  son  of  Andrew,  and  the  next  in  the  line 
of  descent  to  our  subject,  was  born  in  1652. 
Benjamin  Greeley,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  in 
1700.  He  married  Ruth  Whitter,  and  had  three 
children,  among  whom  was  a son,  Ezekiel. 

Ezekiel  Greeley,  our  subject’s  great-grand- 
father, was  born  October  21,  1725,  and  became 
a farmer  by  occupation.  He  served  from  July  30, 
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1745,  to  August  27,  1745,  as  a member  of  a scout- 
ing party  between  Merrimac  and  Connecticut 
rivers,  under  the  command  of  John  Coffee.  He 
married  Ester  Senter,  and  had  twelve  children. 

Joseph  Greeley,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  May  14,  1756,  in  Hudson,  N.  H.,  where 
he  made  his  permanent  home,  engaging  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  During  the  Revolutionary  war 
he  took  an  active  part  on  the  side  of  freedom, 
and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
He  died  May  13,  1840,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Greeley,  died  in  1834.  They 
had  five  sons:  Joseph  and  Ezekiel,  who  were 

merchants  in  Nashua,  N.  H. ; Samuel,  a farmer 
by  occupation;  Alfred,  a merchant  at  Nashua; 
and  Seneca,  our  subject’s  father. 

Seneca  Greeley  was  born  May  29,  1794,  at 
Hudson,  N.  H.,  where  he  followed  agriculture 
for  many  years,  and  he  died  at  Nashua,  N.  H., 
November  26,  1886,  aged  ninety-two  years.  His 
wife,  Priscilla  (Fields),  who  also  lived  to  the  age 
of  ninety-two  years,  was  born  January  25;  1793, 
at  Merrimack,  N.  H.,  a daughter  of  Marston 
Fields,  also  a native  of  Merrimack,  N.  H.  This 
worthy  couple  had  ten  children  : Elizabeth,  de- 

ceased; Alfred  H.,  a farmer  at  Antrim,  N.  H.; 
Sarah  P.  and  Adeline  M.,  both  now  deceased; 
Emily  F. , widow  of  Hiram  D.  Preston,  formerly 
a government  surveyor,  who  died  in  the  West 
while  surveying  Indian  lands;  Samuel  F.,  de- 
ceased; Gen.  Edwin  S.,  vice-president  of  the 
Yale  National  Bank  at  New  Haven,  Conn. ; 
Franklin  M.,  our  subject;  and  Emily  H,,  and 
Elbridge  O.,  both  deceased. 

Franklin  M.  Greeley  was  born  at  Nashua,  N. 
H.,  January  7,  1835,  and  his  education  was  se- 
cured in  the  schools  of  that  locality.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  went  to  New  Haven,  where  he 
was  employed  three  years  by  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  & Hartford  Railroad  Company,  and  on 
June  24,  1859,  he  located  at  Bridgeport.  Since 
that  date  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
since-March,  1868,  he  has  been  inspector  in  their 
extensive  establishment,  his  long  term  of  service 
speaking  volumes  for  his  efficient  work.  Polit- 
ically Mr.  Greeley  is  a Republican,  and  for  many 
years  he  has  been  active  in  religious  work  as  a 
member  of  the  Park  Street  Congregational 
Church  at  Bridgeport.  He  and  his  family  are 
much  esteemed  socially,  and  among  the  organ- 
izations with  which  he  is  connected  mention  may 
be  made  of  the  Connecticut  Society  of  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution. 

In  1858  Mr.  Greeley  married  Miss  Inez  By- 
ington, and  three  children  have  blessed  the 
.union:  Susie  E.,  George  F.,  and  Freddie,  de- 


ceased. Mrs.  Greeley  was  born  in  Bristol,  Conn., 
a daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  Byington,  of  New 
Haven,  and  granddaughter  of  Noah  Byington,  a 
leading  farmer  at  Bristol  in  his  day.  The  late 
Rev.  Swift  Byington,  Mrs.  Greeley’s  brother, 
was  a clergyman  at  Exeter,  N.  H.  Hermother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Evelyn  Barnes,  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Barnes,  a prominent  resident 
of  Bristol. 


BSALOM  E.  BOUNTY  commands  an  ex- 
tensive trade  in  Fairfield  county,  and  in 
this  section  of  Connecticut  as  a dealer  in  marble 
and  granite  work,  also  in  lime  and  cement,  and 
is  a resident  of  Stamford,  this  county,  where  he 
came  when  a young  man  to  learn  his  trade. 

Mr.  Bounty  was  bom  November  7,  1852,  at 
Quaker  Ridge,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  father,  Joseph  Bounty,  was  engaged  in  fann- 
ing. The  father  was  a native  of  Canada,  bnt  he 
lived  in  the  United  States  from  boyhood,  and 
was  a lifelong  farmer,  following  that  calling  in 
Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  and  Stamford,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.  He  married  Celestia  Peck,  of 
Quaker  Ridge,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Kate,  who  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 

Mammell,  of  Riversville,  N.  Y. ; Absalom  E.; 
Jabez  P.,  deceased;  and  Charles  E.,  who  is  a 
grocer  in  Stamford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bounty  died 
in  Stamford.  He  was  originally  a Whig  in  poli- 
tics, but  he  changed  his  sentiments  in  later  years, 
becoming  an  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Absalom  E.  Bounty  received  his  rudimentary 
training  in  Stanwich,  Conn. , and  later  attended 
the  district  schools  of  Stamford.  He  learned  his 
trade  with  George  W.  Dean,  of  that  place,  com- 
mencing to  work  for  him  when  nineteen  years  of 
age,  and  remaining  in  his  employ  nine  years,  un- 
til, in  1881,  he  and  his  partner  established  the 
business  which  has  since  occupied  his  attention. 
The  firm  of  Reilly  & Bounty  started  in  a small 
way  at  the  corner  of  Atlantic  street  and  Cottage 
Place,  dealing  at  first  only  in  monumental  and 
blue  stone;  but  as  their  custom  increased  they 
added  masons’  and  builders’  material  to  their 
stock,  and  also  took  contracts  for  grading  and 
laying  tar  walks.  Mr.  Reilly  dying  in  Apnl, 
1892,  Mr.  Bounty  bought  his  share  in  the  con- 
cern from  the  heirs,  and  has  since  continued  the 
business  alone,  about  one  year  ago  removing  from 
his  old  location  to  his  present  commodious  quai- 
ters.  He  has  a constantly  increasing  patronage, 
and  does  a very  profitable  business,  which  he  has 
built  up  by  honorable  dealing  and  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  please  his  customers,  small  or  great. 

Mr.  Bounty  was  married  in  Stamford  to  Miss 
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Emma  Kate  Provost,  daughter  of  Charles  Pro- 
vost, and  they  have  had  two  children:  J.  Wal- 

ter and  Harry  J.  The  family  live  in  a comfort- 
able and  pleasant  residence  on  Summer  and  Fifth 
streets,  which  was  built  by  Mr.  Bounty  in  1886. 
Socially,  our  subject  was  once  a member  of  Puri- 
tan Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 


George  wilbur  Northrop,  an  agri- 

f culturist  residing  near  Newtown,  has  made 
a notable  start  as  a breeder  of  registered  live- 
stock, making  a specialty  of  Chester  White 
swine,  upon  which  he  is  regarded  as  an  authority. 
For  five  years  past  he  has  been  connected  with 
W.  B.  Ruppert  & Son,  of  Seneca,  N.  Y.,  hand- 
ling all  varieties  of  stock  and  fruit  trees,  and  in 
this,  as  in  other  enterprises,  his  energy  and 
ability  have  gained  for  him  some  reputation  in 
business  circles. 

Mr.  Northrop’s  family  is  well-known  in  this 
section,  and  his  grandfather.  Captain  Oliver 
Northrop,  was  at  one  time  the  owner  of  the 
largest  amount  of  real  estate  held  by  any  one 
person  in  the  town  of  Newtown.  Heman  G. 
Northrop,  our  subject's  father,  was  a natural 
mechanic.  His  education  was  limited  to  the 
English  branches  as  taught  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  district  of  Palestine,  in  the  town  of  New- 
town. He  inherited  from  his  father  a portion  of 
the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject,  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  farming  was  his 
chief  occupation  throughout  his  life,  but  his  skill 
as  a mechanic  was  put  to  use  at  odd  times  in 
various  ways,  especially  in  the  winter  seasons, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wooden 
plows  and  two-wheeled  ox-carts,  in  all  which 
lines  he  enjoyed  the  work  of  the  town.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but  he  never  took 
an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  and  in  religious 
faith  the  family  are  Episcopalians.  He  died 
April  6,  1877;  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Fannie  (Dimon),  still  living. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  the  town  of  Newtown,  in  Pales- 
tine and  “ Head  of  the  Meadow”  Districts,  at- 
tending until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen. 
He  then  went  to  Waterbury,  where  he  spent 
about  three  years  working  in  different  factories, 
and  on  his  return  home  he  engaged  in  carpen- 
tering, which  he  followed  successfully  for  nearly 
eight  years.  During  a part  of  this  time  he 
worked  with  F.  C.  Sanford,  George  W.  Stewart 
and  J.  Terrill,  of  Roxbury,  Conn.,  but  for  four 
or  five  years  he  was  engaged  in  working  on  his 
own  account.  In  April,  1893,  he  lost  the  sight 


of  one  eye,  which  compelled  him  to  give  up  his 
trade,  and  since  that  time  be  has  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  at  the  old  homestead.  His  herd 
of  swine,  mentioned  above,  contains  only  regis- 
tered stock,  and  includes  some  of  the  best  speci- 
mens in  the  country,  premiums  having  been 
granted  on  them  at  various  exhibitions.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Grange,  and  takes  an  interest  in 
everything  that  pertains  to  the  development  of 
his  locality,  but  he  is  not  active  in  political  affairs, 
although  he  is  a supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party. 


PATRICK  GORMAN,  who  has  resided  in 
_ Southport,  Fairfield  county.  Conn.,  for  over 
forty  years,  is  one  of  the  industrious,  respected 
citizens  of  that  place.  He  is  a native  of  County 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  born  in  March,  1831,  a son  of 
Michael  and  Mary  (McKagney)  Gorman,  who 
were  well-to-do  farming  people  and  passed  all 
their  lives  in  the  country  of  their  birth.  Their 
family  consisted  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  adult  age,  four  coming  to  America, 
namely:  Daniel,  whose  death  occurred  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. ; Peter,  a resident  of  Brooklyn; 
Catherine,  living  in  New  York,  unmarried;  and 
Patrick. 

Patrick  Gorman  attended  the  public  schools 
duripg  his  boyhood,  obtaining  a very  good  prac- 
tical education,  and  afterward  helped  his  father 
on  the  farm  until  he  left  Ireland,  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  to  try  bis  fortune  in  America.  He  set 
out  in  the  spring  of  1851  with  little  more  than 
his  clothes,  and  the  amount  required  to  pay  his 
passage  to  New  York  City,  where  he  arrived 
April  19,  after  a voyage  of  twenty-three  days  in 
the  vessel  “Albert  Gallatin,”  and  his  first  em- 
ployment in  this  country  was  with  a farmer  on 
Staten  Island,  with  whom  he  remained  some 
time.  Subsequently  he  worked  as  gardener  and 
coachman  for  a gentleman  on  the  Island,  after 
two  years  going  to  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
worked  as  coachman  and  gardener  until  his  re- 
moval to  Southport,  Conn.,  in  1855,  when  he 
engaged  as  coachman  for  George  Palen.  In 
1861  he  entered  the  employ  of  Capt.  George 
Bulkely,  as  coachman,  continuing  with  that  gen- 
tleman during  the  latter’s  lifetime,  and  since  then 
working  with  the  family,  who  have  occupied  the 
estate.  Mr.  Gorman  has  the  best  of  reputations 
for  steadiness,  industry  and  faithfulness,  and  his 
long  service  in  this,  one  of  the  leading  families 
of  Southport,  is  ample  evidence  of  His  trustworthi- 
ness and  reliability.  He  and  his  wife  have,  by 
dint  of  unceasing  industry  and  economy,  man- 
aged to  acquire  a comfortable  competence,  and 
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they  are  respected  by  all  who  know  them  as  in  December,  1802.  He  married  Sarah  Ann 
deservedly  prosperous  people.  Warner,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Eupbemia  (Post) 

In  1856  Mr.  Gorman  was  married  to  Miss  Warner,  whose  ancestors  were  among  tbe earli- 
Eliza  Carson,  who  was  born  October  17,  1833,  est  settlers  along  the  Hudson  river.  Twelve 

in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  a daughter  of  James  children  were  born  to  this  couple:  Uriah  (and  au 

and  Ann  (Johnstone)  Carson,  and  came  to  the  unnamed  twin  who  died  in  infancy),  Aaron  W. 
United  States  in  1853,  sailing  on  the  ••  Kossuth,”  (subject  of  this  sketch),  Sarah  Elizabeth,  Will- 

bound  for  New  York,  where  she  landed  after  a iam  Henry,  Oscar,  Gilbert  Drake.  James,  Minot 

voyage  of  seven  weeks.  The  young  couple  com-  M.,  Minerva,  Addie  A.  and  Sarah.  The  father, 

menced  housekeeping  in  Southport,  and  some  Gilbert  Gates  Wallace,  was  for  many  yean  an 
time  later  bought  a home  near  the  town,  where  extensive  carriage  manufacturer  at  White  Plains, 
they  resided  nineteen  years,  after  which  for  two  N.  Y.  He  died  in  1881. 
years  they  lived  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  they  Aaron  Warner  Wallace,  of  the  firm  A.  W.Wal- 
have  since  had  their  home  in  Southport.  Five  lace  & Son,  general  bakers  of  bread,  cake  and 
children  blessed  their  union,  namely:  Mary  J.,  crackers,  Nos.  73  to  79  State  street,  Bridgeport, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years;  was  born  at  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  October  13,  1827. 
Elizabeth  (Mrs.  James  Trainor),  of  Southport;  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  West- 
Daniel  J.,  of  Southport;  Joseph,  of  Bridgeport;  Chester  county,  N.  Y.,  and  also  for  a time  al- 
and Thomas  H.,  living  at  home.  Mrs.  Gorman  tended  the  schools  in  New  York  City,  to  which 
is  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  city  his  father  had  removed  his  carriage  factory 
Politically,  Mr.  Gorman  was  originally  a Demo-  from  Yonkers.  Filled  with  that  restlessness  which 
crat,  but  he  is  now  a Republican,  and  he  cast  often  presages  success  in  life,  the  young  student, 
his  last  Presidential  vote  for  McKinley.  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  left  home  and  came 

to  Bridgeport,  where  he  learned  the  baker's 

trade.  Then  he  began  his  pilgrimage  for  a few 

J{  ARON  WARNER  WALLACE.  One  of  years;  he  spent  a year  at  his  trade  in  Newark, 
_ L the  foremost  citizens  of  Bridgeport  is  the  N.  J.,  then  for  a year  conducted  a bakery  of  his 
well-known  business  man  whose  name  here  ap-  own  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.,  then  for  three  years  he 
pears.  Those  men  are  truest  to  the  interests  of  followed  his  trade  at  Rhinebeck,  and  for  four 
the  community  in  which  they  live,  who  stake  years  was  in  business  at  Winsted,  Litchfield  Co., 
their  possessions  upon  its  prosperity,  and,  judged  Connecticut. 

by  that  standard,  Mr.  Wallace  has  amply  proved  It  was  now  1855,  and  Mr.  Wallace  madeao- 
his  loyalty  to  the  city  of  his  adoption.  Leaving  his  other  change,  one  that  became  permanent;  he 
father’s  home  when  a young  lad,  to  seek  his  fort-  was  twenty-eight,  and  had  made  his  choice.  Lo- 
unes  in  the  busy  world,  he  went  from  place  to  place  eating  in  Bridgeport  he  opened  a bakery  on 
for  a few  years,  gaining  experience  and  ripen-  Water  street,  purchasing  the  property  extending 
ing  his  judgment;  then,  settling  upon  Bridgeport  from  State  street  to  Gilbert.  He  built  hispres- 
as  his  future  home,  he  bound  himself  to  its  fort-  ent  store  in  1862,  the  baking  plant  being  located 
unes  by  property  ties  which  he  from  time  to  time  in  the  rear  between  State  and  Gilbert.  Mr 
increased,  and,  as  the  years  have  come  and  gone,  Wallace  now  has  a large  property.  He  owns 
he  has  grown  steadily  in  the  estimation  of  his  two  stores  and  three  dwellings  on  State  street 
fellow  citizens,  and  in  various  ways  received  public  between  Broad  and  Lafayette,  two  large  four- 
recognition  of  that  esteem.  story  brick  buildings  on  Gilbert  street,  and  eight 

Mr.  Wallace  is  descended  from  one  of  the  buildings  between  Pine  and  Spruce  streets.  The 
oldest  families  of  New  England.  Back  in  the  firm  of  A.  W.  Wallace  & Son  enjoys  a wide  and 
early  Colonial  times  (about  1620)  the  ancestral  lucrative  trade,  established  for  over  forty  years, 
Wallace  left  his  native  heath  in  Scotland  for  and  now  extending  through  a radius  of  fifty 
America,  and  settled  at  the  head  of  the  Connect-  miles. 

icut  river  in  Vermont,  Later  one  branch  of  Mr.  Wallace  was  married  in  1850  to  Miss 
the  family  emigrated  to  New  York  State,  and  Martha  E.  Near,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Hafriet 

from  that  branch  descended  the  subject  of  this  Near.  They  have  a family  of  three  children, 
sketch.  His  grandfather,  Maj.  Uriah  Wallace,  Aaron  W.,  Jr.,  who  married  Miss  Lillian  God- 
was  a major  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  frey,  of  Weston,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Joseph S. 
served  in  the  army  commanded  by  Gen.  De  and  Hattie  (Platt)  Godfrey:  Hattie  A.,  who  mar- 
Witt  Clinton.  ried  Almeron  T.  Hale,  proprietor  of  the  “ Crock- 

Gilbert  Gates  Wallace,  the  son  of  Maj.  er  House  ” at  New  London,  Conn.,  a well-known 
Uriah  Wallace,  was  born  in  North  Salem,  N.  Y.,  hostelry,  which  his  father  kept  before  him;  Belle, 
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who  married  W.  E.  Liengburgh,  Jr.,  and  lives 
at  No.  n Courtland  street.  Bridgeport,  with  her 
husband  and  two  children  — Mildred  E.  and 
Gerald.  Mr.  Wallace,  his  wife  and  family  are 
members  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
he  has  for  several  years  been  vestryman. 

Mr.  Wallace  has  not  applied  himself  so 
closely  to  business  that  he  has  not  had  time  to 
devote  to  the  public  service  when  called  upon  in 
any  capacity  of  trust  or  responsibility.  In  1858. 
’59  and  ’60  he  served  as  a grand  juror.  He  was 
a member  of  the  common  council  in  1868-70, 
and  served  as  assessor  from  1885  to  1889.  He 
is  now,  and  for  three  years  has  been,  serving  on 
the  board  of  apportionment  of  taxations.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  since 
1862,  and  is  now  a thirty-second-degree  Mason. 
Previous  to  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Wallace  was  a 
major  in  the  8th  Conn.  State  Militia.  His  broth- 
er. Uriah,  was  a colonel  of  the  8th  Conn.  He 
raised  a company  and  enlisted  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  serving  as  captain  in  the  Peninsular 
campaign  under  General  McClellan.  After  the 
war  Captain  Wallace  removed  to  California.  He 
died  at  San  Francisco  in  1894. 


CHARLES  FOX,  the  well-known  proprietor  of 
_ the  “ Atlantic  Hotel  " at  Stamford,  is  one  of 
the  leading  German-born  citizens  of  that  locality. 
Coming  to  this  country  as  a lad  of  fifteen,  he  has 
made  his  own  way  in  life,  his  present  prosperity 
being  due  to  his  shrewd  management  rather  than 
to  outside  aid. 

Mr.  Fox  was  born  April  18.  1853,  in  Borek, 
State  of  Posen,  Germany,  where  his  early  boy- 
hood was  spent,  his  education  being  obtained  in 
the  local  schools.  In  1868  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  at  once  made  his  home  in  Stamford, 
securing  employment  in  a clothing  store  there. 
This  position  he  held  for  about  two  years  and, 
later,  after  he  had  gained  a knowledge  of  the 
language  and  people  of  this  country,  he  decided 
to  engage  in  business  for  himself.  In  1875  he 
open  a saloon  in  Gay  street.  Stamford,  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother  Peter,  and  not  long 
afterward  they  established  another  saloon  in  Rail- 
road avenue.  Their  partnership  continued  until 
1890  when  they  divided  the  property,  Charles 
taking  the  establishment  in  Railroad  avenue,  and 
Peter  the  other.  In  the  summer  of  1897  our 
subject  built  his  present  store  and  hotel  on  the 
corner  of  Atlantic  and  State  streets,  and  both  en- 
terprises have  been  carried  on  with  success,  the 
hotel,  which  contains  twenty  rooms,  being  well 
patronized. 
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In  June,  1877,  Mr.  Fox  was  married  in  New 
York  City  to  Miss  Bertha  Feldman,  and  their 
home  has  been  brightened  by  three  sons:  Henry 
C.,  a graduate  of  the  National  Conservatory  of 
Music  at  New  York,  established  himself  in  busi- 
ness in  Stamford  March  28,  1895,  as  a dealer  in 
gents’  furnishing  goods,  the  store  being  located 
in  the  First  National  Bank  building  in  Atlantic 
street;  Isadore  C.  graduated  from  the  Stamford 
high  school  with  the  class  of  ’98,  of  which  he 
was  president;  and  Jacob,  a talented  pianist,  who> 
devotes  much  of  his  time  to  music,  and  graduated 
June  25,  1899,  as  president  of  the  class  of ’99. 
Mr.  Fox  has  a pleasant  home  at  No.  30  Forest 
street,  Stamford,  and  is  popular  among  his  asso- 
ciates. 


WILLIAM  H.  WEED,  Jr.,  a prominent 
resident  of  Springdale,  has  been  identi- 
fied for  many  years  with  different  business  inter- 
ests, and  although  now  retired  from  active  par- 
ticipation in  financial  undertakings  he  is  justly- 
regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
town. 

The  ancestors  of  the  Weed  family  located  in 
the  town  of  Stamford  at  an  early  date,  and 
James  Weed,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  who 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  18 1 2,  was  a 
native  of  the  town.  James  L.  Weed,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Darien.  Fairfield  coun- 
ty, in  September,  1805,  but  the  greater  portion 
of  his  life  was  spent  in  Stamford,  his  education 
being  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
town.  He  was  a man  of  much  energy  and  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a shoemaker,  manufacturer, 
drover  and,  later,  as  a butcher,  while  for  a time 
he  conducted  a flour  business.  His  wife,  Mar- 
tha S.  (Bates),  who  died  in  August,  1896,  was  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Stamford.  James  L.  Weed- 
still  survives.  They  had  six  children;  Emily  S., 
William  H.,  Jr.,  and  Addie  M.  still  living,  and* 
Minerva  A..  Mary  Ellen  and  Hannah  M.,  de- 
ceased. 

William  H.  Weed  was  born  April  25.  1835, 
and  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  his  edu- 
cational opportunities  being  limited  to  the  com- 
mon-school course  in  the  Hope  District,  or  Dis- 
trict No.  8,  and  others  in  the  town  of  Stamford. 
As  a young  man  he  learned  the  carriage  maker's 
trade,  later  proceeding  to  Wisconsin,  where  he 
was  employed  for  a year  and  a half  in  that  busi- 
ness. On  returning  to  Stamford  he  engaged  in 
the  flour  business  with  his  father,  and  after  a 
time  he  established  himself  in  the  meat  business, 
driving  throughout  Stamford  and  the  surround- 
ing country  with  a wagon,  following  this  line  for.- 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


674 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


thirty-five  years  .successfully,  and  in  connection 
therewith  engaging  to  some  extent  in  farming; 
he  retired  about  1894.  For  some  time  he  was 
interested  in  the  real-estate  business  in  Stamford 
in  addition  to  the  interests  just  mentioned,  buy- 
ing and  selling  quite  an  amount  of  property,  and 
in  all  his  enterprises  he  has  met  with  uniform 
success. 

In  1865  Mr.  Weed  was  married,  in  the  city 
of  Stamford,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Bell,  daughter  of 
George  Bell,  of  Stamford.  Three  children  have 
blessed  this  union:  Emmett  L.,  who  married 

Miss  Jennie  Barmore,  and  resides  in  Springdale, 
where  he  carries  on  a wholesale  and  retail  milk 
business;  George  W..  who  is  now  conducting  a 
grocery,  feed  store  and  meat  market  in  Spring- 
dale;  andElmer  H.,  who  is  aclerk  in  his  brother’s 
store.  Mr.  Weed  is  a stanch  Republican,  but 
has  never  been  an  office-seeker.  He  has  won 
success  by  hard  work  and  good  sound  business 
judgment,  and  he  is  respected  accordingly  in  the 
community  in  which  his  useful  life  has  been 
passed.  He  is  a man  of  strong  physique,  and 
enjoys  general  good  health. 


JtOHN  J.  PERRY,  of  Westport,  Fairfield 
I county,  was  one  of  the  brave  boys  who  went 
forth  at  their  country’s  call  when  disunion 
was  threatened,  and  battled  for  its  preservation. 

Born  March  16,  1839,  in  the  town  of  West- 
port,  Mr.  Perry  is  the  son  of  Daniel  S.  Perry, 
and  is  of  Revolutionary  stock  in  both  paternal 
and  maternal  lines.  Jonathan  Perry,  his  grand- 
tather,  who  was  of  English  extraction,  was  a 
native  of  Fairfield  and  a farmer  by  occupation. 
In  the  struggle  of  the  Colonies  for  independence 
be  was  a participant,  and  served  nearly  two 
years  in  that  war.  He  married  Hannah  Jackson, 
also  of  Fairfield.  (Daniel  Jackson,  brother  of 
Hannah,  served  conspicuously  throughout  the 
Revolutionary  war).  Her  mother  was  a Sturgis, 
and  she  received  a grant  of  land  from  King 
George.  After  their  marriage  Jonathan  Perry 
and  wife  located  in  the  town  of  Fairfield.  Their 
children  were:  Abel  was  a farmer  in  the  town  of 

Stratford;  Alva,  a currier  and  tanner,  resided  in 
Newark,  N.  J. ; Daniel  S.  , referred  to  below,  was 
the  father  of  our  subject;  Betsey,  who  married 
Isaac  Downs,  of  Weston,  died  in  the  West; 
Sally  married  Amos  Dickinson,  a millwright,  and 
lives  in  Litchfield  county,  Conn. ; Elenor,  who 
married,  died  in  young  womanhood;  and  Fannie 
married  Daniel  Patchen.  of  Weston.  The  pa- 
rents were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Daniel  S.  Perry  was  born  August  14,  1803,  in 
the  town  of  Fairfield.  In  early  life  he  learned 


the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  followed  it  throughout 
his  lifetime.  He  married  Eliza  Partrick,  who 
was  born  February  12,  1806,  at  Compo,  in  the 
town  of  Westport,  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Polly 
(Moyer)  Partrick,  the  father  born  January  8, 
1778.  (George  Moyer,  the  father  of  Polly  Moyer, 
served  on  a ship  in  the  Revolutionary  war). 
After  the  marriage  of  Daniel  S.  Perry'  he  settled 
in  the  town  of  Westport,  and  there  both  died, 
he  on  December  29,  1873,  and  his  wife  on  March 
10,  1 889.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat.  They 
were  most  estimable  people,  and  lived  lives  that 
it  would  be  well  for  others  to  emulate.  Both 
were  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
They  had  ten  children,  namely:  Eunice  A., 
born  in  1826,  married  Dudley  W.  Bradley,  a 
watchmaker  of  Westport;  Charles,  born  in  182?, 
was  a seafaring  man  throughout  his  lifetime,  dy- 
ing December  29,  1886;  Nancy  J.,  born  in  1829, 
married  Francis  Young,  a shoemaker  of  Dan- 
bury, and  died  May  5,  1859;  Benjamin  F.,  born 
in  1832,  a carpenter  by  trade,  died  Novemberij, 
1865;  DanielS.,  Jr.,  bom  in  1834,  a shoemaker 
by  trade,  died  August  5,  1856;  Edward,  born  in 
1836,  is  a farmer  residing  in  Kansas;  John  J., 
our  subject,  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Mary  F , 
born  in  1841.;  Martin,  born  in  1844,  died  July  I3> 
i860;  and  Peter  L. , born  in  1846,  who  served 
three  years  in  the  Civil  war,  is  now  residing  in 
Illinois,  a mason  by  trade. 

John  J.  Perry  passed  his  boyhood  in  West- 
port,  and  there  attended  the  public  schools  un- 
til fifteen  years  of  age,  then  went  to  Rome, 
Peoria  Co.,  111.  At  Rome  he  learned  the  mason’s 
trade  and  followed  it  until  in  1861,  when,  on 
September  27,  he  enlisted  in  Company  M,  nth 
111.  V.  C.,  and  for  four  years  shared  the  fate  of 
his  company,  participating  in  many  skirmishes 

and  battles.  He  bore  an  honorable  part  through- 
out his  term  of  service,  for  enlisting  as  a private 
soldier  he  came  out  a captain.  He  was  dis- 
charged September  30,  1865,  at  Memphis,  Tenn. 
Shortly  after  this  event  he  went  to  Chicago,  Iu-< 
and  worked  at  his  trade  some  three  years,  then 
returned  to  Westport,  Conn.,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  He  is  a member  of  theG.  A.  R-,a”“ 
in  politics  is  a Republican.  He  is  among  the 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  citizens  of  West- 
port.  Mr.  Perry  has  never  married. 


JOHN  LUCAS  KNAPP,  the  junior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Marsh  & Knapp,  contractors 
and  builders  at  Danbury,  is  prominent  among 
the  younger  business  men  of  that  city.  He**5 
born  in  Danbury,  May  27,  1864,  the  son  of  John 
and  Nancy  (Young)  Knapp,  and  was  educated  m 
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the  public  schools  and  in  W.  A.  Schell's  Busi- 
ness College.  When  about  sixteen  years  old  he 
spent  a year  as  a clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Dan- 
bury & Norwalk  railroad,  and  on  leaving  that 
position  he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade 
with  Foster  Bros.  For  some  years  after  his 
term  of  apprenticeship  ended,  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman  for  different  contractors,  but  in  1890 
he  formed  his  present  partnership  with  Frederick 

D.  Marsh,  and  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in 
business  on  his  own  account,  the  shop  of  the  firm 
being  located  on  East  Franklin  street. 

On  November  20,  1890,  Mr.  Knapp  married 
Miss  Alice  R.  Booth,  youngest  daughter  of  Dwight 
Dane  and  Sarah  M.  (Clark)  Booth,  of  Pittsfield, 
Mass.  Two  children  have  blessed  the  union: 
Dwight  Rufus,  born  May  8,  1894,  and  Florence 
Amanda,  born  January  15,  1896.  The  family 
reside  in  a pleasant  home  at  No.  46  Division 
street,  Danbury.  In  1885  he  united  with  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Danbury,  and 
was  made  deacon  in  1897.  Mrs.  Knapp  joined 
by  letter  after  marriage.  Mr.  Knapp  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  of 
which  he  has  been  president  for  three  terms.  He 
is  a strong  advocate  of  temperance,  and  his  in- 
fluence and  his  vote  are  given  to  the  Prohibition 
party. 

The  Knapp  family,  of  which  our  subject  is  a 
member,  has  been  identified  with  this  county 
from  a very  early  day,  and  an  account  thereof 
will  be  found  in  the  biographical  sketch  of  bis 
uncle,  Ezra  P.  Knapp,  of  Danbury,  elsewhere  in 
this  volume. 

John  Knapp,  our  subject’s  father,  is  a well- 
known  resident  of  Danbury,  where  he  has  been 
engaged  in  carpentering  for  many  years.  He  is 
a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  enlisted  in 
4862  in  Company  B,  23d  Conn.  V.  I.  On  May 
16,  1855,  he  was  married,  in  Fall  River,  Mass., 
to  Miss  Nancy  H.  Young,  who  was  born  July  8, 
1836,  at  Seekonk,  Mass.,  and  is  still  living: 
They  have  had  five  children:  Emma  Caroline, 

born  April  5,  1857.  died  September  10,  1872; 
Susan  Elizabeth,  born  May  10,  1859.  married 
Frank  P.  Wanzer,  and  has  had  six  children — 
Carrie  E..  John  F.,  Nellie  O.,  Charles  L. , Alice 

E.  and  Grace;  John  L. , our  subject  ; Ernest  L. , 
born  December  19,  1869.  now  a carpenter;  and 
Frank  Y.,  born  July  13,  1872,  died  June  16,  1873. 


L1EUT.-COL.  MERRITT  FREMONT 

1 WHITE,  manager  of  the  firm  of  L.  S. 

White  & Co.,  makers  of  all  kinds  of  harness, 
trunks,  satchels,  etc.,  Bridgeport,  is  a native  of 
Massachusetts,  born  June  13,  1856,  at  Barre, 


Worcester  county.  He  traces  his  ancestry  to 
Peregrine  White,  the  first  white  child  born  in 
New  England,  whose  parents  came  over  in  the 
Mayflower.” 

Jonathan  S.  White,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
bom  in  Franklin  county.  Mass.,  in  1819,  a son 
of  Jonathan  White,  who  was  a tanner  by  trade. 
Jonathan  learned  the  same  line  of  business  with 
his  father,  but  when  a ycung  man  took  by  har- 
ness making,  serving  an  apprenticeship  there  in 
Greenfield,  Mass.  In  1 840 he  opened  out  a busi- 
ness in  that  line  in  Barre,  Mass.,  which  he  con- 
ducted until  1868.  in  that  year  removing  to  Lake- 
wood,  N.  J.,  where  be  followed  his  trade  five 
years.  In  1873  he  came  to  Bridgeport,  and  es- 
tablished the  present  flourishing  business  near 
where  the  shop  now  is. 

On  April  27,  1844,  Jonathan  S.  White  was 
married  at  Leyden,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Wildes, 
daughter  of  Amariah  Wildes,  and  children  as  fol- 
lows were  bom  to  this  union:  Alonzo  and  Estes, 
who  both  died  in  childhood;  Mary  J. ; Merritt  F. ; 
and  Mabel,  married  to  John  H.  Mott,  aninsurance 
adjuster  of  New  York  City.  The  mother  of  these 
departed  this  life  in  1878,  a member  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church,  with  which  her  husband  was 
also  identified.  Socially,  he  was  affiliated  with 
Samuel  Harris  Lodge  No. 99,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Bridge- 
port, and  in  politics  he  was  a Republican.  He  took 
quite  an  interest  in  Odd  Fellowship,  being  a past 
grand  in  the  lodge.  He  died  November  29,  1898. 

Merritt  F.  White,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  received  a liberal  education  at  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Barre,  Mass.,  and  Lakewood,  N. 
J.,  leaving  school  at  about  sixteen  years  of  age. 
He  has  also  been  a great  reader  of  history,  fic- 
tion, etc.,  and  is  a well-informed  man.  On  com- 
ing to  Bridgeport  with  his  father,  in  1873,  he 
learned  the  saddle  and  harness  trade  with  him, 
and  continued  working  for  him  as  journeyman 
until  1880,  in  which  year  be  was  admitted  into 
partnership  in  the  business,  the  style  of  the  firm 
becoming  J.  S.  White  & Son. 

On  October  19.  1888,  Colonel  White  was 
married  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Lena 
Steinmetz,  a native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and 
four  children  have  blessed  this  union,  namely: 
Estes  W.,  Harold.  Jesse  and  Clarence.  Colonel 
and  Mrs.  White  attend  the  Universalist  Church, 
and  are  much  esteemed  wherever  known. 

On  February  18,  1884,  our  subject  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  4th  Regiment  Connecticut  Na- 
tional Guard,  since  when  he  has  been  promoted 
consecutively  as  follows:  corporal,  November  17, 
1885;  sergeant,  April  17,  1888;  discharged  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1889;  re-enlisted  February  18,  1889; 
second  lieutenant,  June  3,  1890;  first  lieutenant. 
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January  12,  1892;  captain,  August  9,  1892; 
major,  January  18,  1897,  of  the  First  Battalion, 
4th  Regiment  Conn.  National  Guard;  lieutenant- 
colonel  Fourth  Regiment,  April  27,  1899.  Dur- 
ing the  Spanish  American  war  only  one  company 
of  the  First  Battalion  was  called  out  for  service, 
viz:  Company!,  of  Winstead.  In  military  mat- 
ters the  Colonel  is  the  highest  officer  in  Bridge- 
port. In  his  business  he  has  been  quite  success- 
ful. He  is  a Republican,  and  further  than  con- 
scientiously recording  his  vote  at  the  polls  he 
takes  but  little  interest  in  politics. 


HORACE  M.  OSBORNE,  a well-known  busi- 

ness  man  of  Bridgeport,  is  a member  of  the 

firm  of  Osborne  Bros.,  leading  grocers  of  that 
place,  and  his  enterprise  and  sound  judgment  are 
recognized  in  the  rapid  development  of  their 
trade. 

Mr.  Osborne  belongs  to  an  old  Connecticut 
family,  his  ancestors  having  settled  in  Brookfield 
at  an  early  day.  It  is  known  that  the  family 
originated  in  England,  but  the  first  of  the  name 
of  whom  we  have  a definite  account  was  David 
Osborne,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  who  was 
born  in  Brookfield  March  2,  1766,  and  lived  to 
the  age  of  eighty-one.  He  was  a farmer,  but  in 
early  life  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and 
builder,  and  worked  at  same  mostly  through  life. 
His  original  sayings  were  quoted  for  many  years 
after  he  was  gone.  His  wife,  Matilda,  lived  to 
be  seventy-four.  Ezra  Osborne,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  was  born  and  reared  in  Brookfield, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  married 
Rachel  Kellog,  a member  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  New  Fairfield,  and  they  had  four  sons, 
viz.:  Martin  K.,  of  Bethel,  a farmer  and  stock 
dealer;  Henry  B.,  a carriage  manufacturer  of  Dan- 
bury; Burton,  a farmer,  of  Brookfield;  and  Orrin 
H..  our  subject’s  father,  who  is  now  the  only  sur- 
viving member  of  the  family. 

Orrin  H.  Osborne  was  born  July  25,  1832,  in 
Brookfield,  and  learned  the  carriage  maker’s 
trade  with  his  brother,  Henry  B.,  of  New  Fair- 
field.  After  becoming  of  age  he  removed  to 
Bridgeport,  and  was  connected  with  the  Wheel 
and  Wood  Bending  Company  for  five  years, 
afterward  engaging  in  the  grocery  business.  He 
then  removed  to  Bethel,  and  carried  on  the  mill- 
ing, flour  and  feed  trade  for  nearly  twenty-eight 
years.  At  present  he  is  with  his  sons,  Osborne 
Brothers.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Amanda  Griffith,  was  bom  at  Huntington,  Long 
Island,  daughter  of  William  H.  Griffith,  a highly 
esteemed  citizen  of  that  place.  Our  subject  is 
the  eldest  of  four  children,  the  others  being 


Frank  H.,  who  is  connected  with  the  Grapho- 
phone  Company  in  Bridgeport;  Fannie  P.,  wile 
of  George  A.  Platt,  of  Bridgeport,  and  Robert 
M.,  a partner  of  our  subject. 

Horace  M.  Osborne  was  born  on  Kossuth 
street,  near  Washington  Park,  Bridgeport,  April 
2,  1856,  and  when  three  years  old  his  parents 
removed  to  Brookfield,  where  they  remained 
about  five  years,  our  subject’s  education  king 
begun  in  the  public  schools  of  that  town.  The 
family  then  returned  to  Bridgeport,  where  he  at- 
tended school  for  two  years,  but  his  course  was 
completed  in  the  schools  of  Bethel.  On  leaving 
school  he  went  to  Bridgeport,  and  was  employed 
for  seven  years  as  a clerk  by  William  H.  Griffith, 
a grocer  on  Fairfield  avenue,  and  for  six  years 
by  George  E.  Cleveland,  a grocer  on  State 
street.  In  March,  1892,  he  bought  a grocery 
store  on  the  corner  of  Noble  avenue  and  Jane 
street,  which  he  conducted  alone  for  five  years, 
or  until  1 897,  in  which  year  he  admitted  his 
brother,  Robert,  as  a partner,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Osborne  Bros. 

On  November  30,  1882,  Horace  M.  Osborne 
married  Miss  Christina  W.  McCormick,  a native 
of  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  a daughter  of  Edward 
McCormick,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  of 
Scottish  ancestry.  One  son,  Chester  W„ 
brightens  the  home.  The  family  is  much  es- 
teemed socially.  Mr.  Osborne  is  a member  of 
the  Park  Street  Congregational  Church,  and  of 
various  organizations,  including  Arcanum  Lodge 
No.  4,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Bridgeport.  In  politics 
he  is  a stanch  Republican. 

S\TEPHEN  E.  KEELER  is  one  of  the  pro- 
D gressive,  well-to-do  farmers  of  the  town  of 
New  Canaan,  and  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  that  town,  of  which  he  himself  is  a 
native,  having  been  bom  there  June  24,  1859- 
Ralph  Keeler,  the  first  of  the  family  of  whom 
we  have  record,  was  an  active  citizen  of  Nor- 
walk, Conn.,  in  the  early  days.  His  son,  Sam- 
uel, was  a soldier  in  the  Indian  war  and  was  m 
the  “ direful  swamp  fight"  of  1680,  receiving  for 
his  service  twelve  acres  of  land  in  the  Clapboard 
Hills  District  of  this  county.  Daniel  Keeler,  the 
great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  prob- 
ably a son  of  that  Samuel,  and  at  an  early  date 
received  land  from  his  father  in  New  Canaan 
parish,  his  home  being  south  of  John  Benedict  s. 
He  and  his  wife  became  members  of  the  Chorea 
when  it  was  first  organized. 

Capt.  Isaac  Keeler,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born 
May  2,  1756,  in  Canaan  parish,  and  died  in  his 
eighty-first  year,  on  January  27,  1837.  ”he» 
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the  Revolutionary  war  broke  out  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Fourth  Company,  Seventh  Reg- 
iment, under  Capt.  Joseph  Hoit,  Col.  Charles 
Webb  commanding;  served  at  Winter  Hill  under 
Gen.  Sullivan;  was  at  Valley  Forge  during  the 
memorable  winter  of  1777-78,  and  subsequently 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth.  His  mili- 
tary record  is  as  follows:  Commissioned  ensign 

in  Second  Regiment  (formation  of  1777-80).  Jan- 
uary 1,  1777;  second  lieutenant,  February  4, 
1778;  first  lieutenant,  August  1,  1779;  quarter- 
master, 1781.  He  was  a government  pensioner, 
and  a member  of  the  Cincinnati.  After  the  war 
closed  he  commenced  in  business  for  himself, 
later  removing  to  New  York  City,  where  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  city  marshal,  and  he 
also  served  at  one  time  as  police  justice  in  that 
city.  He  was  afterward  given  a position  in  the 
Custom  House,  which  he  retained  until  his 
death.  During  the  war  of  1812,  when  New  York 
City  was  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  the 
British,  he  volunteered  for  three  months  service 
in  the  Veteran  Corps  of  Revolutionary  soldiers  to 
guard  the  arsenal,  and  was  made  an  officer  in  the 
corps.  He  bravely  attempted  to  discharge  the 
duties  which  fell  to  his  lot  with  his  old-time  fidel- 
ity, but  the  labors  and  exposures  of  camp  life 
proved  too  much  for  his  years  and  enfeebled  con- 
stitution, and  he  contracted  a severe  cold  which 
deleloped  into  consumption,  though  he  lived  for 
many  years  afterward.  Captain  Keeler  was  mar- 
ried September  24,  1779,  to  Sarah  St.  John,  who 
was  born  May  11,  1755,  and  died  September  21, 
«793.  the  mother  of  five  children,  viz.:  Esther, 

born  April  22,  1781;  Naomi,  September  24, 
1783;  Isaac,  July  19,  1786;  Isaac,  May  25,  1789; 
and  Sally,  June  16,  1791.  The  father,  on  De- 
cember 15,  1793,  married  for  his  second  wife 
Catherine  Tuttle,  who  was  born  September  9, 
1774,  and  died  July  7,  1854.  She  had  two 
children:  Bradley,  born  September  26.  1794, 

and  Edward  E. , born  November  28,  1796. 

Bradley  Keeler,  son  of  Capt.  Isaac  and  Cath- 
erine (Tuttle)  Keeler,  was  born  September  26, 
1794-  in  Canaan  parish,  Norwalk,  and  died  July 
6,  1855.  He  was  a carriage  manufacturer  by 
occupation,  carrying  on  a business  in  New 
Canaan,  where  he  also  owned  what  is  now  the 
“ Birdsall  House.’’  He  married  Polly  Hoyt, 
who  survived  him  many  years,  dying  April  26, 
1872,  and  they  had  three  children — Stephen  E., 
who  is  our  subject’s  father;  Sylvester  H.,  living 
in  Mendota,  111. ; and  Isaac  E.,  who  died  August 
2,  1885. 

Stephen  Edward  Keeler,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  December  28,  1819.  in  New 
Canaan,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated,  at- 


tending the  school  in  District  No.  5.  He  was 
married  in  Lewisboro,  N.  Y.,  to  Ann  Augnsta 
Raymond,  who  was  born  September  2,  1828,  a 
daughter  of  Amos  N.  and  Lucy  Ann  (Olmstead) 
Raymond,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  we  have  the  following  record: 
Julia  Bradley,  born  February  13,  1847,  married 
Dr.  William  W.  Cummings,  and  lives  in  Brook- 
lyn; they  have  two  children — Clara  A.  and  Parker 
Pond.  Jane  Augusta,  born  November  8,  1849, 
married  Carodyne  O.  Hanford,  of  Lewisboro,  N. 
Y.,  and  has  three  children — Edith  N.,  Samuel 
K.  and  Stephen  E.  Pollie  Hoyt,  born  October 
24,  1851,  is  the  wife  of  Hiram  Wakeman,  and 
has  one  child — Bertha  L.  Stephen  E.,  born 
December  1 8,  1853,  died  January  20,  1857. 
Warner  Hoyt,  born  October  14,  1857,  died  Jan- 
uary 30,  1893;  he  married  Mary  E.  Stevens 
(died  January  28,  1892),  by  whom  he  had  two 
children — Bradley  W.  and  Fannie  W.  Stephen 
Edward,  born  June  24,  1859,  is  the  subject 
proper  of  our  sketch.  Alice  Bushnell,  bom 
April  20,  1867,  died  May  16,  1868.  Agnes 
Brownson,  born  December  9,  1 869,  married  Ed- 
ward Burr  Adams,  of  New  Canaan;  they  have 
one  son — Warner  H.,  who  died  in  August,  1897. 
The  father  of  this  family  passed  away  November 
2,  1878.  He  followed  farming  all  his  life,  and 
was  an  industrious,  prosperous  man.  During  his 
youth  his  health  was  very  delicate,  and  he  tried 
working  in  a store,  clerking  in  the  grocery  of 
Weed  & Hoyt ; but  he  was  soon  obliged  to  give  it 
up  and  return  to  the  farm,  agricultural  life  evi- 
dently being  best  for  his  physical  well-being. 
He  was  a captain  in  the  Wooster  Guards,  and 
served  his  town  as  superintendent  of  roads  at  one 
time,  but  he  was  not  particularly  active  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  In  religious  connection  he  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  New  Canaan  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  was  vestryman. 

Stephen  E.  Keeler  was  brought  up  on  the 
home  farm,  which  he  now  cultivates,  in  his  boy- 
hood attending  the  village  and  country  district 
schools.  During  his  early  manhood  he  was  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business,  commencing  as 
clerk  in  the  store  of  R.  W.  Rockwell  in  New 
Canaan,  with  whom  he  remained  one  year.  For 
the  four  succeeding  years  he  was  with  J.  F.  Silli- 
man  in  the  same  capacity,  and  then  for  six 
months  sold  goods  on  the  road  from  Newburg, 
N.  Y.  He  now  went  west,  and  for  a time  gave 
his  attention  to  the  sheep  business  at  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.  On  his  return  east  he  commenced 
the  meat  business  in  New  Canaan  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  Warner  H., under  the  firm  name 
of  Keeler  Bros.,  and  continued  this  for  two  years, 
after  which  he  was  foreman  for  two  years  of 
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Johnson  & Raumond’s  livery.  Since  that  time 
he  has  carried  on  farming  on  the  home  place, 
which  under  his  care  and  able  management  has 
been  improved  and  cultivated  in  the  best  possible 
manner. 

Mr.  Keeler  was  married  October  16,  1884, 
in  New  Canaan  to  Annie  Demorest  Husted, 
daughter  of  James  T.  Husted,  and  they  have  a 
family  of  three  children:  Stephen  Edward, 

Katherine  Augusta  and  Warner  Hoyt.  They 
attend  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  Mrs. 
Keeler  is  a member,  and  he  is  at  present  serving 
as  clerk.  He  is  an  enterprising,  public-spirited 
citizen,  has  served  as  selectman  of  his  town  for 
two  years,  and  is  a member  of  the  Grange  at 
New  Canaan,  where  he  is  well-known. 


C'VHARLES  ROHRBACH,  a military  veteran, 
Jj  is  a well-known  resident  of  Bridgeport, 
where  he  is  extensively  engaged  in  the  bottling 
of  beverages  for  the  local  trade. 

Born  January  21,  1830,  in  Gotha,  Saxe  Co- 
burg, Germany,  Mr.  Rohrbach  is  a son  of  Nich- 
olas and  Sophia  (Gender)  Rohrbach,  lifelong 
residents  of  that  locality,  and  where  his  father 
was  engaged  in  business  as  a weaver  and  dyer. 
This  worthy  couple  had  eleven  children,  of 
whom  five  are  now  living,  our  subject  being  the 
youngest.  Hironymous,  Louis,  Augusta  and 
Eliza  are  all  residing  in  the  Fatherland. 

During  his  youth  our  subject  learned  the  cab- 
inet maker’s  trade  in  Germany,  and  in  1854  he 
came  to  America,  locating  first  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  several 
years.  In  1858  he  removed  to  Bridgeport  and 
continued  in  the  same  line  of  work,  but  in  1876 
he  engaged  in  the  bottling  business  in  connection 
with  a saloon.  Later  he  withdrew  from  the  sa- 
loon business,  continuing,  however,  the  bottling 
works,  and  making  a specialty  of  soft  drinks.  In 
j 86 1 he  gave  evidence  of  his  loyalty  to  his 
adopted  country  by  enlisting  in  Company  H,  1st 
Conn.  V.  I.,  the  first  regiment  sent  out  from 
Bridgeport,  and  served  his  term  of  three  months. 
Politically,  he  is  an  Independent;  socially,  he  is 
prominent  as  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
of  the  Concordia  and  Germania  Arion  Societies, 
while  his  interest  in  military  matters  is  kept  up 
by  his  active  work  with  the  Bridgeport  Sharp 
Shooters  and  the  G.  A.  R. 

In  1857  Mr.  Rohrbach  was  married  in  New 
York  City  to  Fraulein  Tetje  Koeppen,  a native 
of  Germany,  and  seven  children  have  blessed 
the  union,  five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Caro- 
line, who  married  George  Eckhart,  a brewer  in 
Bridgeport;  Anna,  wife  of  Adolph  Ide,  a painter 


in  Bridgeport;  Charles,  a piano  maker  in  New 
Haven;  Matilda,  married  to  Charles  B.  Schmidt, 
who  is  engaged  in  photography  as  a marbleizer; 
and  Miss  Laura,  who  is  at  home. 


M ENRY  N.  BEARDSLEY  has  for  many  years 
been  closely  identified  with  the  business  in- 
terests of  Fairfield  county  as  a member  of  the 
Beardsley  Building  Company,  which  was  organ- 
ized in  1869. 

Our  subject  is  a son  of  Hiram  Beardsley  and 
a grandson  of  Dr.  Gideon  Beardsley,  of  Monroe 
township,  this  county,  who  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  the  town  in  His  day.  He  was  a 
physician  in  active  practice  up  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  a comparatively 
young  man,  being  caused  by  injuries  be  received 
through  falling,  from  a horse.  He  married  Sarah 
A.  Curtis,  who  was  a sister  of  Henry  T.,  Lucius 
and  Hiram  Curtis,  of  Fairfield,  and  they  had 
two  children,  Hiram  and  Henry.  The  last 
named  followed  his  father’s  footsteps,  becoming 
a physician,  and  first  practiced  his  profession  in 
Lyme,  Conn.  In  1848  he  “ went  West"  and 
settled  in  Painesville,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession  until  his 
death,  attaining  a high  rank  among  his  medical 
brethren  in  that  region.  He  passed  away  ini  892 
or  1893.  For  his  first  wife  he  married  Harriet 
Hawley,  of  Barn  Hill,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and 
of  his  children  we  have  mention  of  Maria  and 
Augusta. 

Henry  N.  Beardsley  was  bom  June  25,  1835, 
in  Monroe  township,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and 
commenced  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
finishing  with  a two-years’  attendance  at  a private 
school  kept  by  a Miss  Wheeler,  from  Stratford. 
Leaving  school  when  about  sixteen  years  old,  he 
commenced  to  learn  his  trade  with  the  Derby 
Building  and  Lumber  Company,  with  which  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  over  four  years, 
being  thoroughly  drilled  in  the  details  of  the 
business.  For  the  following  eight  years  he 

was  engaged  at  his  trade  as  journeyman  in  Derby 

and  Ansonia,  principally  the  latter  place,  where 
for  two  years  he  was  in  partnership  with  another 
man.  Since  the  formation  of  the  Beardsley 
Building  Company,  in  1869,  he  has  given  his  en- 
tire attention  to  the  interests  of  that  concern, 
which  is  considered  one  of  the  most  substantia , 
reliable  firms  in  the  Naugatuck  Valley,  an 
through  good  management  has  prospered  fro® 
the  start.  Among  the  larger  contracts  filled  y 
this  firm  may  be  mentioned  the  Ansonia  schoo 
house,  a school  house  in  Seymour,  and  the  Met 

odist  Episcopal  church  in  Derby. 
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Mr.  Beardsley’s  first  wife  was  Martha  Bots- 
ford,  daughter  of  Sheldon  Botsford,  and  three 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely:  Frances, 

who  is  deceased;  Marian  E.  (Mrs.  George  Cogs- 
well). of  Derby;  and  Harry,  deceased.  For  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Beardsley  in  December,  1881, 
wedded  Grace  Botsford.  a sister  of  his  first  wife; 
they  have  no  children.  He  has  always  been  a 
Republican  in  political  sentiment,  but  has  taken 
no  active  part  in  politics  in  the  sense  of  office 
seeking,  although  he  has  served  his  fellow  citi- 
zens as  a member  of  the  board  of  burgesses,  and 
one  year  as  warden.  Fraternally,  he  affiliates 
with  King  Hiram  Lodge  No.  12,  F.  & A.  M., 
Solomon  Chapter  No.  3,  R.  A.  M.,  New  Haven 
Commandery  No.  2,  K.  T.,  and  Naugatuck 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  religious  connection  he 
is  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Shelton. 


STEPHEN  FRENCH.  There  is  no  wider  or 
more  favorably  known  citizen  in  Stepney, 
Monroe  township,  than  this  gentleman,  who  as 
a merchant,  station  agent,  postmaster  and  pub- 
lic servant  has  been  active  in  the  life  of  the  com- 
munity for  many  years. 

Mr.  French  is  a grandson  of  Thomas  C. 
French,  who  farmed  in  Monroe  township  on  the 
place  now  owned  and  cultivated  by  Wilbur 
French.  He  was  an  extensive  landowner  in  this 
section,  and  left  quite  a large  estate,  Sterling 
French,  the  father  of  our  subject,  inheriting  the 
homestead.  Thomas  French  married  a Strat- 
ford lady,  and  their  family  consisted  of  five  sons 
and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  now  de- 
ceased, viz.:  Stephen,  who  was  a farmer  of 

Stepney,  died  in  1873;  Elijah,  who  located  for 
a time  in  western  New  York,  thence  removed  to 
Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio;  Sherman  died  in  1872  at 
his  home  in  Long  Hill,  Trumbull;  Hoyt,  a farm- 
er of  Stepney,  died  in  1844;  Sterling,  sketch  of 
whom  follows;  Sally  married  Wakeman  Turney; 
and  Elesia  married  Lewis  Penfield,  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Penfield  Bros.,  who  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  wagons  in  Stepney  before  the 
Civil  war.  Of  this  family,  Sterling  was  the  only 
one  who  had  children. 

Sterling  French  was  born  in  Stepney  in  about 
1812,  and  passed  his  entire  life  in  his  native 
place.  He  owned  a tract  of  about  ninety  acres, 
to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  devoted  all  his 
time  and  attention,  and  he  took  an  especial  pride 
in  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  his  place 
and  surroundings.  His  industry  brought  to  him 
success  above  the  average,  and  he  was  regarded 
by  all  as  a substantial,  worthy  man,  such  as  any 


community  might  be  glad  to  claim.  Public  af- 
fairs and  service  had  no  charm  for  one  of  his  re- 
tiring disposition,  but  he  entered  heartily  into  re- 
ligious and  charitable  work,  and  was  a fine  ex- 
ample of  the  Christian  citizen  in  his  daily  life 
and  habits.  An  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  he  was  one  of  its  strongest  supporters, 
and  served  for  many  years  as  one  of  its  trustees. 
Politically,  he  gave  his  support  to  the  Democratic 
party. 

Mr.  French  was  married  November  28,  1832, 
to  Maria  Hemenway,  who  • was  a daughter  of 
Chandler  and  Amy  (Jordan)  Hemenway,  of  New 
Haven;  they  also  lived  in  Monroe  and  Newtown. 
Four  children  blessed  this  union,  namely: 
Stephen;  Sarah,  born  in  January,  1841,  married 
Frederick  S.  Shelton,  of  Trumbull;  Francis,  born 
in  January,  1843,  who  is  unmarried  and  lives  on 
the  old  homestead;  and  Wilbur,  born  in  May, 
1843,  who  married  Elizabeth  Sheppard,  and  had 
one  son,  Morris,  and  one  daughter,  Jessie.  Mrs. 
Maria  French  died  in  1850,  and  Mr.  French  sub- 
sequently wedded  Hannah  Beardsley,  of  Trum- 
bull. There  were  no  children  by  the  second 
union.  He  died  in  April,  1887,  she  in  1889. 

Stephen  French  was  born  February  19,  1837, 
at  Stepney,  where  he  has  always  had  his  home. 
In  his  youth  he  had  no  other  advantages  than 
those  afforded  by  the  Cutlers  Farms  District 
school,  but  what  he  lacked  in  his  early  training 
has  been  more  than  supplied  by  his  course  in  the 
school  of  experience,  and  he  is  to-day  a well-in- 
formed man,  abreast  of  the  times  and  conversant 
with  the  important  questions  of  the  day.  In  the 
fall  of  1852  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  firm  of 
Penfield,  Hubbell  & Co.,  to  learn  the  trade  of 
carriage  trimmer,  at  which  be  served  five  years, 
becoming  a thorough  mechanic  in  his  line.  From 
1858  to  1873  he  followed  the  business  as  a jour- 
neyman in  Stepney  and  Long  Hill,  and  during 
the  latter  year  he  abandoned  his  trade  for  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  to  which  he  gave  his  entire 
time  until  1885.  He  operated  the  Stephen 
French  farm.  In  1885  he  was  appointed  post- 
master under  Grover  Cleveland's  administration, 
by  Postmaster-General  Don  M.  Dickinson,  and 
in  the  same  year  purchased  the  general  mercan- 
tile business  of  William  M.  Geer,  which  he  has 
ever  since  carried  on,  his  being  the  principal  gen- 
eral store  in  the  place.  In  1888  he  was  appointed 
station  agent  at  Stepney  for  the  Housatonic  rail- 
road, and  he  has  continued  to  fill  that  position 
up  to  the  present  time  with  credit  to  himself  and 
universal  satisfaction  to  the  road  and  its  patrons. 
On  June  3.  1 893,  duringCleveland’s  second  term, 
he  was  again  appointed  postmaster,  this  time  by 
Postmaster-General  Bissell. 
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Mr.  French  has  in  him  the  elements  of  thrift 
and  good  management  shown  by  the  entire 
family,  and  by  his  careful,  conservative  business 
methods  he  has  become  one  of  the  well-to-do 
men  of  his  town,  where  he  is  highly  thought  of 
in  business,  public  and  social  circles.  That  his 
.fellow  citizens  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  his 
.integrity  and  good  judgment  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  he  has  been  called  upon  to  act  as  trustee  in 
the  settlement  of  different  estates,  and  his  con- 
tinuous service  for  fourteen  years  as  first  and 
second  selectman  of. Monroe,  to  which  office  he 
was  elected  and  re-elected  from  1872  to  >886. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  and  patriotic  in- 
terest in  public  matters,  especially  of  a local  na- 
ture, and  has  rendered  many  services  to  his  town. 
During  the  building  of  the  Zoah  bridge  across 
the  Housatonic  river,  Mr.  French,  as  first  select- 
man of  Monroe  township,  acted  as  chairman  of 
the  building  committee  for  the  town.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  was  drafted  for  service,  but  he 
never  entered  the  army,  as  he  did  not  pass 
muster. 

In  1858  Mr.  French  was  united  in  marriage 
■with  Miss  Caroline  Briscoe,  daughter  of  James 
and  Harriet  (Clarke)  Briscoe,  of  Stepney;  the 
mother  was  from  Bedford,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
French  have  no  children.  They  are  prominent 
members  of  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Monroe,  of  which  Mr.  French  has  been  an  official 
.for  some  time,  and  he  takes  a strong  interest  in 
its  work.  Socially,  he  is  a popular  member  of 
•the  Masonic  Fraternity,  affiliating  with  Washing- 
ton Lodge  No.  19,  of  Monroe,  and  Jerusalem 
Chapter  No.  13,  of  Bridgeport.  He  has  been 
master  seven  terms.  He  is  also  a member  of 
Jerusalem  Council  No.  16,  R.  & S.  M.,  of  Bridge- 
port, and  also  of  Hamilton  Commandery  No.  5, 
-of  same  place.  His  political  sympathies  are 
with  the  Democratic  party. 


JAMES  WILSON,  one  of  the  substantial  and 
popular  business  men  of  Stamford,  Fairfield 
county,  and  who  for  a decade  or  more  was  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Stark  & Wilson, 
plumbers,  gas  and  steam  fitters,  etc.,  is  a native 
of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  one  of  five  children  born  to 
James  and  Elizabeth  (Dixon)  Wilson,  both  na- 
tives of  Scotland.  They  were  married  there, 
and  before  coming  to  this  country  the  father  was 
a weaver  of  Paisley  shawls.  On  coming  to  the 
United  States  he  became  a weaver  of  carpets  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years.  He  was  a devout  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  widow  sur- 


vived him  many  years,  dying  in  September,  1896, 
in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  her  age.  Two  0! 
their  five  children — James  and  Robert  A. — are 
residents  of  Stamford.  Of  these,  James  Wilson 
was  born  November  7,  1851,  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  where  he  passed  his  boyhood.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools,  and  in  1866  he  began 
to  learn  the  trade  and  business  of  plumbing,  gas 
and  steam ’fitting,  tinning,  etc.  In  1872  he  lo- 
cated at  Stamford,  and  for  twelve  years  worked 
for  James  L.  Lockwood  & Co.,  who  were  en- 
gaged in  that  line  of  business.  By  good  manage- 
ment, industrious  habits,  and  the  practice  of 
economy  Mr.  Wilson  saved  some  money,  and  in 
1 884,  in  company  with  A.  R.  Stark,  he  formed 
a partnership  and  bought  out  the  business  of 
James  L.  Lockwood  & Co.  This  partnership 
continued  until  in  1892,  when  it  was  dissolved. 
Mr.  Wilson  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive business  men  of  Stamford,  and  as  a citi- 
zen has  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens.  His 
place  of  business,  No.  n Atlantic  street, is  fitted 
out  with  a complete  stock  of  everything  requisite 
for  his  business,  and  he  has  in  his  employ  fully 
as  many  men  as  (if  not  more  than)  any  one  in 
his  line.  His  careful,  painstaking,  personal  sup- 
ervision of  all  work  done  in  his  name  has  contrib- 
uted to  its  high  excellency,  and  it  is  noteworthy 
that  certain  pieces  of  work  done  by  him  twenty- 
five  years  ago  are  to-day  in  good  condition  and 
have  never  needed  repairs. 

Socially,  Mr.  Wilson  is  identified  with  a num- 
ber of  Orders.  ' He  is  a member  of  Union  Lodge 
No.  5,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Rittenhouse  Chapter  No. 
1 1 , R.  A . M . , and  of  Washington  Council  No. 
6,  R.  & S.  M.  He  also  belongs  to  Stamford 
Council,  No.  999,  Royal  Arcanum;  to  Stamford 
Lodge  No.  1 14,  New  England  Order  of  Protec- 
tion; to  Ponus  Lodge  No.  68,  A.  0.  U.  W. ; to 
Puritan  Lodge,  No.  43,  I.  0.  0.  E.;  to  Stam- 
ford Tent,  No.  6,  K.  O.  T.  M. , and  to  Stamford 
Court  No.  3415,  I.  O.  F.  He  is  a Republican 
politically,  but  takes  no  special  interest  in  party 
ciffciirs 

In  October,  1872,  in  New  York,  Mr.  Wilson 
married  Jannie  McWilliams,  a native  of  that  city, 
and  to  them  have  come  the  following  named 
children:  Jennie  E.,  Minnie  E.,  Stella  B , an 

Howard  D.,  who  died  in  childhood. 


DAVID  S.  WALKER,  whose  patriotism  and 
loyalty  to  his  country  has  never  been  ques- 
tioned, for  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion 
he  did  his  part  nobly  toward  the  preservation  0 
the  Union,  is  one  of  the  leading  farmer  citizens 

of  the  town  of  Trumbull. 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


)gle 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


681 


The  Walker  family,  of  which  our  subject  is  a 
worthy  member,  has  been  identified  with  Fair- 
field  county  from  an  early  period,  his  great-grand- 
parents, Eliakim  (born  in  1738)  and  Susan  (Shel- 
ton) Walker,  having  been  residents  of  the  town 
of  Trumbull;  where,  in  1767,  was  born  David 
Walker,  the  grandfather  of  David  S. 

David  Walker,  father  of  oursubject,  was  born 
in  the  same  locality  in  1803,  and  became  a farm- 
er and  merchant  there.  By  his  wife,  Eliza 
Edwards,  he  had  a family  of  eight  children,  as 
follows:  John  O.  lives  in  Bridgeport;  Eliakim  L. , 
in  Huntington;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Will  .'•n 
Mallett;  Webster  W.  is  a merchant  in  Bridge- 
port; Francis  M.  is  deceased;  David  S.  is  our  sub- 
ject; Charles  H.  is  deceased;  and  Ida  E.  is  the 
wife  of  John  Turney.  The  father  of  these  died 
in  1845,  the  mother  in  1853;  they  were  members 
of  Grace  Episcopal  Church  of  Trumbull. 

David  S.  Walker,  our  subject,  was  born 
March  24,  1837,  in  Long  Hill  District,  town  of 
Trumbull,  where  he  received  a liberal  education. 
He  has  all  his  life,  excepting  during  his  service  in 
the  Union  army,  been  engaged  in  farming,  in 
which  occupation  he  has  met  with  well-merited 
success.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  a Bridgeport 
company  of  light  artillery,  served  three  years, 
and  was  mustered  out  in  New  Haven,  Connecti- 
cut. 

In  1866  Mr.  Walker  was  married  in  Monroe, 
Fairfield  county,  to  Miss  Julia  Maria  Seeley,  and 
five  children  blessed  their  union:  Caroline  Eliza, 
David  Alson  (deceased),  Frances  M..  Sherwood 
S.  and  Herbert  E.  The  mother  of  these  died 
in  1885. 

Mr.  Walker  is  a member  of  Grace  Episcopal 
Church;  socially  he  is  affiliated  with  the  F.  & A. 
M.  and  with  the  Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  Post;  G.  A.  R., 
of  Bridgeport.  He  takes  a deep  and  commend- 
able interest  in  everything  calculated  to  advance 
the  moral,  educational  or  material  interests  of 
the  community. 


JrAMES  E.  REILLY.  Few  young  men  of  this 
section  are  as  well  known  in  business  circles 
as  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  leading 
newsdealer  of  Stamford,  whose  energy  and  thrift 
have  already  won  for  him  a substantial  success. 
While  the  management  of  his  business  interests 
occupies  most  of  his  time  and  attention,  he  does 
not  neglect  the  duties  of  citizenship,  and  his  fel- 
low-townsmen, recognizing  his  ability  and  public 
spirit,  have  recently  chosen  him  to  fill  the  re- 
sponsible post  of  auditor. 

Mr.  Reilly  was  born  in  Stamford  May  3,  1870, 
and  has  always  made  his  home  there.  His  fa- 


ther, James  W.  Reilly,  was  born  in  County 
Cavan,  Ireland,  coming  to  this  country  when 
three  years  old.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent 
in  the  western  part  of  New  York  State.  Later 
he  moved  to  New  York  City,  and  at  the 
l age  of  seventeen  came  to  Stamford,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  He  is  now  connected 
with  Searles’  livery  establishment.  His  moth- 
er, whose  maiden  name  was  Fox,  belongs  to 
a well-known  family  of  Greenwich,  Conn.  She 
was  born  in  County  Meath,  Ireland,  and  came  to 
this  country  when  very  young. 

Our  subject’s  education  was  obtained  in  the 
schools  of  Stamford,  later  being  supplemented 
with  a course  in  the  International  Correspondence 
School  of  Scranton,  Penn.  At  an  early  age  he 
began  to  learn  the  hatter's  trade  in  the  shop  of 
T.  B.  Smart,  with  whom  he  remained  nine  years. 
In  October,  1896,  he  established  a news-stand 
at  a suitable  location  on  Atlantic  street,  and  later 
he  removed  to  Cottage  Place,  where  he  now  con- 
ducts an  extensive  business  in  that  line,  having 
the  exclusive  agency  for  the  New  York  Evening 
Journal,  and  handling  a large  list  of  periodicals. 
To  this  he  has  also  added  a fine  stock  of  cigars 
j and  tobacco,  in  which  he  commands  a good 
! trade. 

I In  politics  Mr.  Reilly  is  a free-silver  Demo- 
crat, and  as  his  popularity  with  all  classes  makes 
him  an  available  candidate  (or  municipal  office, 
he  was  elected  in  the  spring  of  1898  to  his  pres- 
ent position  of  city  auditor.  So  far  he  has  not 
joined  the  ranks  of  "the  happy  Benedicts,”  but 
he  is  popular  socially,  being  an  active  member 
i of  the  Bachelors’  Club,  Order  of  Red  Men,  Hay- 
I makers,  Rienzi  Circle  Companions  of  the  Forest 
| (a  ladies’  society),  and  Court  P.  H.  Sheridan,  For- 
| esters  of  America. 

I 


j ^VAMUEL  J.  SHERMAN,  one  of  the  prominent 
j v^;  agriculturists  of  the  town  of  Danbury,  was 
born  on  his  present  farm  April  22,  1838,  of  the 
1 Sherman  family  whose  names  have  been  promi- 
I nent  in  Colonial  history,  and  whose  genealogy  i\ 
j traced  in  the  sketch  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Sher- 
I man.  of  Brookfield,  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

| Oman  Sherman,  the  father  of  our  subject, 

I was  born  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  Fairfield 
1 county.  December  10,  1792,  and  passed  his  child- 
i hood  on  a farm.  He  married  Clara  Lake,  of  the 
| same  town,  a daughter  of  a farmer  there,  and 
I when  Mr.  Sherman  was  about  thirty  years  of  age 
he  brought  his  wife  and  children  to  the  farm  in 
' this  town.  They  had  a family  of  eleven  children, 

| two  of  whom  were  born  in  Newtown:  Charles, 

i a carpenter  by  trade,  also  carried  on  farming  in 
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this  town,  where  he  died;  Fannie  the  wife  of 
William  Platt,  of  Newtown,  Conn.;  Sarah,  the 
wife  of  A.  L.  Platt,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.;  Jane, 
who  became  the  wife  of  L.  L.  Platt,  of  Newtown 
(both  are  now  deceased);  Phoebe,  the  wife  W. 
D.  Summers,  of  Newtown;  Harriet,  who  died  un- 
married; twins  that  died  in  infancy;  Clara,  who 
became  the  wife  of  William  Hoy,  of  Newtown, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen;  Samuel  J.,  our 
subject;  and  Esther,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Sherman  made  farming  his  occupation  until  his 
death  in  1862.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Dem- 
ocrat, and  in  his  religious  faith  he  adhered  to  the 
tenets  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;  his 
wife  died  in  1859. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Samuel  J.  Sher- 
man were  passed  on  the  homestead  with  the  us- 
ual routine  of  school  and  work,  and  with  little 
time  for  play,  as  was  the  ordinary  lot  of  the  aver- 
age farmer’s  son  in  those  days.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  his  school  days  were  over,  and  his  act- 
ive work  in  farming  began.  All  the  apprentice- 
ship necessary  for  this  work  had  been  served  long 
before,  and  he  was  capable  of  doing  a man’s  full 
share  of  labor.  When  twenty-five  years  of  age 
he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  has 
followed  that  in  connection  with  agriculture.  In 
his  farm  are  fifty-four  acres  located  in  the  town 
of  Danbury,  and  four  in  Bethel,  all  devoted  to 
general  farming.  In  earlier  times  Mr.  Sherman 
raised  a large  quantity  of  fine  tobacco.  The  gen- 
eral appearance  of  the  entire  farm,  the  modern 
improvements,  would  indicate  to  the  most  casual 
observer  that  a progressive,  thrifty  farmer  was  in 
control  there. 

On  November  26,  1861,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Samuel  J.  Sherman  and  Miss 
Caroline  A.  Benedict,  who  was  born  in  1842,  and 
died  September  5,  1873.  Two  children  were 
born  of  this  union:  Philo  B. . who  died  August 
5,  1896,  and  Charles  A.,  a clerk,  who  married 
Isabel  McArthur,  and  lives  in  Waterbury,  Conn. 
For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Sherman,  on  September 
22,  1875,  married  Sarah  E.  Wildman,  a native 
of  the  town  of  Brookfield,  who  died  February  7, 
1879.  On  November  16,  1881,  our  subject  was 
again  married,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Jane  A.  Lock- 
wood,  a daughter  of  Hawley  Olmstead,  and  the 
widow  of  Theodore  Lockwood. 

Hawley  Olmstead,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Sher- 
man, was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  this 
county,  a son  of  Alfred  Olmstead,  of  English 
descent.  Mr.  Olmstead  married  Miss  M.  Eliza- 
beth Sturges,  and  in  their  family  of  children  were 
the  following:  Oscar,  a farmer  in  Redding;  Char- 
lotte, the  wife  of  Henry  Olmstead,  of  Norwalk; 
Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  Orange  B.  Plumb,  of 


Nichols,  Conn. ; Charles,  deceased;  Legrand,  of 
Norwalk;  William,  deceased  in  youth;  Georgians, 
of  Wilton;  George  B. , deceased;  Frank,  a farmer 
in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  Jane  A.  (Mrs.  Sher- 
man). The  father  of  this  family  died  in  July, 
1877,  and  the  mother  died  in  April,  1861. 

Theodore  Lockwood,  the  former  husband  of 
Mrs.  Sherman,  was  born  in  Weston,  this  county, 
a son  of  Isaac  Lockwood,  a farmer  of  that  town. 
He  married  Jane  A.  Olmstead,  and  by  her  had 
two  children:  Minnie  F.,  and  Lena  A.,  who 
married  George  Knapp,  of  New  York,  a son  of 
Smith  H.  Knapp,  a prominent  real-estate  agent 
of  Danbury.  Mr.  Lockwood  died  January  20, 
l879- 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherman  are  prominent  and 
highly  respected  citizens  of  the  community,  and 
take  an  active  part  in  Church  work,  being  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Congregational  Church.  Oar 
subject  was  always  a Democrat  in  political  faith, 
but  at  the  last  national  election  cast  his  vote  in 
support  of  William  McKinley.  He  has  always 
been  a worker  in  local  affairs,  and  a generous 
advocate  of  all  measures  calculated  to  promote 
the  general  welfare. 


B.ANIEL  LYON  (deceased),  who  in  his  life- 

^ time  was  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of 

the  town  of  Greenwich,  Fairfield  county,  and  a 
member  of  an  old  Connecticut  family  from  which 
came  some  of  the  best  men  and  women  of  the 
county,  was  born  May  28,  1798,  on  the  family 
fa-rm  at  East  Port  Chester. 

Benjamin  Lyon,  his  grandfather,  was  a native 
of  Byram,  Conn.  Benjamin  W.  Lyon,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Byram,  and  married 
Phebe  Merritt,  of  King  Street,  by  whom  he  had 
children  as  follows:  Benjamin  Wollsey,  James, 

Mary,  Sally,  Daniel,  Thomas  and  Merritt.  Mrs. 
Phebe  (Merritt)  Lyon  died  March  31,  i*55'® 
her  eighty-seventh  year. 

Daniel  Lyon  was  reared  on  the  farm  where 
his  birth  occurred  in  a section  long  known  as 
Byram  Shore.  His  boyhood  days  were  passed 
in  a manner  not  unlike  that  of  the  ordinary 
farmer’s  son,  working  on  the  farm  through  the 
summers  and  attending  school  during  the  winter 
seasons.  He  received  his  primary  education  m 
the  Byram  District  school,  and  on  reaching  man- 
hood married  Miss  Ann  E.  Davis,  a native  of  the 
town  of  Greenwich,  who  was  born  December 
1 798,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Ruth  (Ferns 
Davis.  They  went  to  housekeeping  at  the  Lyon 
homestead,  and  at  that  time  where  now  are  the 
elegant  residences  and  beautiful  lawns  were 
waving  fields  of  grain,  with  here  and  there  tracts 
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of  timber  that  have  long  since  given  way  to  the 
onward  march  of  progress.  This  marriage  was 
blessed  with  thirteen  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lewmg  are  named:  Caroline  M.  (Mrs.  Sherman 
Smith)  who  is  deceased,  having  passed  away  at 
Byram  Shore;  Amy  M.  (Mrs.  Chauncey  Rawson), 
of  East  Port  Chester;  Benjamin  W.,  deceased  in 
October,  1897,  at  East  Port  Chester;  Thomas 
M a resident  of  East  Port  Chester;  Anna  E. 

ilm  IS  u,  e °f  Chaunce>'  Rawson),  deceased- 
W'Hiam  H.  .deceased ; M ary  A. , deceased ; and 
The  father  of  these  passed  his  long 
and  useful  life  of  a little  less  than  eighty-eight 
years  on  the  home  place,  which  is  beautifully 
located  overlooking  the  sound.  His  death  oc- 
curred January  10,  1886.  He  was  one  of  the 

r-r8  ?f  th£,' community-  a kind  neighbor 
and  a most  estimable  man.  Politically,  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  not  active  in  party  affairs  never 
spnrmg  to  office.  His  farm,  as  the  yeare passed 

able  BvraemC^ntriI  W3S  devel°Ped’  became  valu- 
Smpertv  and  M 6 fn  beingsought  for  residence 

som^  “ K^r‘  rn  retlred  from  act’ve  life 

August  26^ a t death‘  His  wi,e  died 
Ugust  26,  1840,  and  the  remains  of  both  rest  in 

the  cemetery  on  Byram  Shore. 

of  DamefHCEHBE4A'  L^ON’’  tbe  youngest  daughter 

the  old  Lvon  h Ann  E‘  (Davis)  Ly°n-  resides  on 
l ir  homestead,  and  is  a most  estimable 

now  resSinJ*’38^"  ,“d  reared  where  is 
muni  tv  o i ft 1 18  3 fan>i]iar  figure  to  the  com- 

mSr  °bVn,leSrOUnd-  Her  kind  and  affable 

acquaintances  sZ  her,  * friends  and 

after  i,.,  ■ ^be  completed  her  education, 
boardmp^h  d tbe  bome  schools,  in  a 

lady  oMnten00  3t  NeW  London'  Conn.,  and  is  a 
good  businessgabimyand  fefinement-  as  weJ>  as 


B of^he^w  MEEKER,  senior  member 

owners  of  tl  of  Meeker  & Terry, 

Stables  End  Llver>'  & Boarding 

a fading  stock  deT^V  B,ndgePort’  is  n°t  only 
of  the  ^°  ,dealer  of  th,s  section  but  is  one 
township  Hl  ‘inS1Ve  agricu,t nrists  of  Fairfield 
fords  aif  onnn!  3rge  ?State  near  Bridgeport  af- 
scale,  rivahn/th”1^  ,°r,  operations  °n  a wide 
and  every  ”!rl  °Se  °f  |he  great  Western  farms, 
can  be  obtai  L*0”®118'  Iabor-savinR  device  that 
‘he  work  Hed  18  br°Ught  into  use  to  facilitate 
owns  a threshing  gr0VtS.  Iarge  ,croPs  of  rye,  and 
notable  .features  'vbl,e  among  the  most 

and  sawmill  „>,•  itbe  place  are  his  gristmill 

fitted  up  with  all'fh  ’ j'ke  al-*  °f  bis  buildings,  are 
line.  tbe  latest  improvements  in  their 


Mr.  Meeker  is  connected  by  birth  and  mar- 
riage with  some  of  the  leading  families  of  this 
county.  Joseph  Meeker,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a farmer  at  Westport,  and  Seth 
Meeker,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a lifelong  resi- 
dent of  Westport,  where  he  followed  farming  as 
an  occupation,  beginning  life  poor  and  gaining  a 
fair  competence  through  his  own  industry  in  spite 
of  occasional  reverses.  He  was  a large  man, 
weighing  more  than  200  pounds,  and  his  death 
occurred  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  sixty- 
five  years  his  remains  being  interred  at  Greens 
harms.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  but  he 
neither  sought  nor  held  office.  He  was  married 
three  times,  his  first  wife,  Abby  Ruth  (Gould;, 
being  a member  of  one  of  our  oldest  and  most 
highly  respected  families.  She  died  when  our 
subject,  the  only  child  of  the  union,  was  but  an 
infant.  By  the  second  marriage,  to  Eliza  Good- 
ell,  there  were  four  children : Lewis,  Lucius,  Ed- 

gar, and  Mary  E.  (now  Mrs.  Josiah  Hawkins,  of 
Southport).  For  his  third  wife  Mr.  Meeker 
married  Margaret  Perry,  by  whom  he  has  no 
children. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  23,  1843,  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Westport,  and  bears  the  name 
of  Judge  Bradley  Burr  Meeker,  of  Minnesota,  for 
whom  Meeker  county  in  that  State  is  named. 
He  (the  Judge)  was  an  uncle  of  our  subject,  and 
lived  in  Minnesota  all  his  life.  The  latter  was 
raised  as  a farmer  boy,  his  education  being  ob- 
tained in  the  local  schools,  which,  unfortunately, 
were  not  of  a sort  to  command  his  approval  even 
in  boyhood.  He  remained  at  home  until  his 
marriage,  in  November,  1868,  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Sherwood,  daughter  of  Alva  Sherwood  (who  died 
January  22,  1858,  aged  forty-eight  years)  and  his 
wife,  Eliza  A.  (Merchant)  Sherwood,  formerly 
well  known  residents  of  Stratfield,  where  the 
family  has  long  been  prominent.  She  was  born 
December/,  1840,  at  the  present  fatm,  which  was 
the  old  Sherwood  homestead,  and  at  her  father’s 
death  the  farm  was  inherited  by  her  and  her 
brother,  T.  M.  Sherwood;  about  1880  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Meeker  bought  the  brother's  interest,  he  go- 
ing to  Bridgeport  to  engage  in  business.  He 
speedily  demonstrated  his  executive  ability  by  his 
efficient  management,  and  in  addition  to  his  work 
at  the  farm  he  engaged  in  cattle  dealing  and 
butchering,  the  latter  business  developing  into  a 
large  wholesale  trade  for  which  he  slaughtered 
many  hundreds  of  cattle  purchased  in  the  vicin- 
ity. For  twenty  years  he  has  also  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  William  M.  Terry  Beef  Company, 
and  for  some  time  he  has  dealt  extensively  in 
poultry,  shipping  from  the  West,  where  he  makes 
frequent  visits  to  superintend  the  killing  and  pack- 
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ing.  He  has  now  been  identified  with  the  live- 
stock business  for  a quarter  of  a century,  and  has 
maintained  the  reputation  of  a fair  and  honest 
■dealer,  a fact  which  is  much  to  his  credit,  and  he 
is  doubtless  one  of  the  best  known  business  men 
of  his  town.  In  1896  he  and  Benjamin  Terry 
bought  out  the  livery  business  of  Henry  Patchen, 
on  State  street,  and  they  still  conduct  that  busi- 
ness. Politically,  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  but 
his  business  cares  are  too  many  and  too  urgent  to 
permit  him  to  do  more  for  the  cause  then  to  cast 
his  vote  regularly.  He  is  one  of  the  successful 
men  of  Fairfield  township,  and  he  attributes  his 
success  to  hard  work  and  energy. 

Two  children  brighten  our  subject’s  home  : 
Alva  Sherwood  and  Alice  M.  On  October  8,  1 897, 
his  beloved  wife  passed  to  the  unseen  world,  her 
burial  taking  place  at  Mountain  Grove  cemetery. 
Her  mother,  who  continued  to  reside  at  the 
homestead  during  life,  breathed  her  last  on  De- 
cember 12,  1897. 


'W)1\FILLIAM  BADGER  COGSWELL,  M.  D., 
Jtflg  a prominent  physician  and  surgeon  of 
Stratford,  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that 
pleasant  town,  and  outside  of  professional  lines, 
as  well  as  within,  he  is  held  in  high  esteem. 

The  Doctor  comes  of  good  old  English  stock, 
and  his  ancestors  settled  at  an  early  day  in  New 
Hampshire.  Dr.  Joseph  Cogswell,  of  Tamworth, 
N.  H.,  his  grandfather,  was  one  of  eight  bro- 
thers, all  of  whom  served  in  the  Revolution  with 
distinction,  filling  a term  of  service  aggregating 
thirty-eight  years— the  longest  rendered  by  any 
family  in  the  country.  These  eight  brothers  all 
survived  the  war,  and  became  eminent  in  pro- 
fessional and  civil  life. 

Dr.  William  Cogswell’s  father.  Rev.  Elliott 
Colby  Cogswell,  was  born  at  Tamworth,  N.  H., 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  College,  and  entered  the 
Congregational  ministry,  in  which  he  served  ably 
for  nearly  fifty  years.  He  was  principal  of  Coe’s 
Academy,  Northwood,  N.  H.,  for  twenty  years; 
was  the  author  of  several  historical  and  genea- 
logical works,  and  in  the  great  reforms  of  the 
last  half-century  he  gave  his  influence  by  advice 
and  example.  He  died  in  1888,  sincerely 
mourned  by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  former 
pupils.  His  wife,  who  survives  him,  was  Sophia 
Adams,  of  Gilmanton,  N.  H.,  a woman  of  great 
refinement  and  most  interesting  social  qualities. 
Of  their  nine  children,  five  are  living:  Mary  U., 
wife  of  Prof.  G.  W.  Bingham,  principal  of  Pink- 
erton Academy,  Derry,  N.  H. ; Ellen  N.,  widow 
of  John  Mead,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Elizabeth  G., 
wife  of  Charles  H.  Prescott,  of  Deerfield,  N.  H. ; 


William  B.,  our  subject;  and  Henry  B.,  a physi- 
cian in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Dr.  Cogswell  attended  Coe’s  Academy,  at 
Northwood,  N.  H.,  and  also  studied  at  Den- 
mark Academy,  Iowa,  after  which  he  entered 
Bellevue  Medical  College,  New  York  City,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1881.  He  located  at 
Stratford,  Conn.,  where  he  now  has  a large  and 
lucrative  practice.  In  1898  he  bought  a large 
residence,  in  which  are  his  offices,  most  conven- 
ient and  attractive. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Connecticut  Medial 
Association,  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Soci- 
ety, and  the  Bridgeport  Medical  Society.  He 
is  non-resident  consulting  physician  for  the 
Bridgeport  Hospital.  He  is  a member  of 
several  fraternal  organizations,  including  St. 
John’s  Lodge  No.  8,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  Oronoqoe 
Lodge  No.  90,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  both  of  Stratford. 
He  is  much  interested  in  local  progress,  and  has 
been  a member  of  the  board  of  education  for  nine 
years,  serving  now  as  president.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  is  an  earnest 
supporter  of  every  movement  that  has  for  its  ob- 
ject the  well-being  of  the  community. 

The  Doctor  married,  in  1882,  Harriet  A. 
Sanborn,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Henry  F. 
Sanborn,  of  Epsom,  N.  H.,  and  a sister  of  Hon. 
Walter  H.  Sanborn,  of  St.  Paul,  U.  S.  Circuit 
Judge.  They  have  two  children:  Eliot  Sanborn, 
and  Marguerite  Adams,  who  are  in  the  Stratford 
Graded  School. 


BRAM  STORMS  RIKER,  a well-known 

citizen  of  Greenwich  township,  Fairfield 

Co. , Conn. , has  lived  retired  in  East  Port  Ches- 
ter for  many  years,  building  the  elegant  home 
which  he  now  occupies  in  1893.  He  is  a native 
of  New  York  City,  born  December  16,  1830,  a 
son  of  John  Jay  and  Eliza  (Berrian)  Riker,  and 
grandson  of  James  Riker,  who  was  of  Dutch  ex- 
traction. 

James  Riker  was  a blacksmith  by  vocation, 
and  he  followed  his  trade  in  New  York  City  at 
what  is  now  the  junction  of  West  Broadway, 
Reed  and  Hudson  streets,  owning  the  site  of 
Thurber’s  large  grocery  house.  He  amassed  a 
comfortable  competence  during  his  active  years, 
and  passed  his  closing  days  in  retirement,  living 
to  be  over  ninety  years  of  age.  Physically,  he 
was  a large  man  and  powerfully  built.  He  was 
twice  married,  and  his  second  wife  survived  to 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years;  she,  too, 
was  unusually  robust  and  healthy,  was  never 
sick  a day,  had  not  lost  a tooth,  and  died  in  her 
chair.  By  his  first  union  Mr.  Riker  was  the  fa- 
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ther  of  four  children:  John  Jay,  Sophia,  Ann  and 
Susan.  Of  these  Ann  married  a Mr.  Herring, 
and  lived  in  New  Jersey.  There  were  four  chil- 
dren by  the  second  marriage:  William,  James, 

Abigail  and  Elijah. 

John  Jay  and  Eliza  (Berrian)  Riker,  parents 
of  our  subject,  were  both  born  in  New  York  City, 
the  former  in  1800  in  West  Broadway,  the  latter 
in  Hudson  street,  near  the  canal.  The  mother 
was  of  French  descent.  John  Jay  Riker  learned 
the  blacksmith's  trade  under  his  father,  and  fol- 
lowed it  for  a number  of  years,  meeting  with 
such  success,  however,  that  he  was  enabled  to 
retire  from  active  business  at  a comparatively 
early  age  and  enjoy  the  means  which  he  had  ac- 
quired. He  was  over  six  feet  tall,  well  built, 
and  was  quite  an  enthusiast  in  military  mat- 
ters, to  which  he  devoted  much  of  his  leisure. 
He  was  the  father  of  twelve  children,  as  fol- 
lows: John  P.,  who  succeeded  his  father  in 

the  blacksmith  business,  and  died  in  New  York 
City  at  the  age  of  sixty  years;  James,  de- 
ceased in  New  York,  who  in  his  day  was 
an  active  politician  and  an  officer  in  the  State 
militia,  in  the  affairs  of  which  he  was  deeply  in- 
terested; William,  a retired  druggist  of  Mt.  Ver- 
non, N.  Y.;  Elizabeth  B.,  deceased  wife  of  A.  T. 
Brown,  of  East  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. ; Catherine, 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Howard,  living  in  Fordham,  N.  Y. ; 
John,  a resident  of  New  Jersey;  Andrew  J.,  who 
died  in  New  Jersey;  Louisa,  Mrs.  Alva  Hotchkiss, 
who  died  in  East  Port  Chester:  Abram  S. ; Albert, 
a druggist  of  Piermont,  N.  Y. ; and  two  sons, 
both  named  William,  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years,  the 
father  in  1857,  in  Reed  street,  New  York  City. 
In  religious  connection  they  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  was  a Whig  and  Repub- 
lican in  political  sentiment,  but  he  took  no  inter- 
est in  party  affairs  beyond  voting. 

Abram  Storms  Riker  received  the  advantages 
for  education  afforded  by  the  public  schools  of 
the  city  of  his  birth,  attending  the  Duaine  street 
school.  When  fourteen  years  old  he  commenced 
to  work  with  his  brother-in-law,  who  was  en- 
gaged in  making  gold  pens,  but  he  only  remained 
with  him  a short  time,  and  subsequently,  for  an- 
other brief  period,  he  was  employed  at  brush 
making.  Shortly  after  leaving  this  he  caught 
the  “gold  fever"  which  was  then  raging  over 
the  country,  and  joined  a party  bound  for  Cali- 
fornia, making  the  trip  via  New  York  and  Gal- 
veston, Texas,  whence  they  proceeded  overland 
to  their  destination,  only  thirteen  of  the  fifty- 
two  original  members  of  the  party  arriving  at  the 
gold  diggings.  Mr.  Riker  remained  in  the  New 
Eldorado  altogether  for  about  five  years,  en- 


gaged in  mining  and  also  in  other  occupations,  for 
some  time  as  an  employe  of  the  “ Parker 
House,"  in  San  Francisco.  From  there  he  went 
to  Stockton,  where  his  brother  John  was  follow- 
ing blacksmithing,  and  there  began  to  *‘  pack  " 
to  the  mines,  drifting  into  mining  in  this  way, 
and  continuing  to  dig  for  the  yellow  metal  for 
about  two  years.  In  the  meantime  he  made  a 
trip  to  New  York  to  buy  wagons  and  other  sup- 
plies, and  was  delayed  in  the  East  for  a time  by 
an  attack  of  fever,  but  he  returned  to  California 
after  his  recovery.  He  has  made  the  trip  over 
the  Isthmus  three  times.  Mr.  Riker  met  with 
gratifying  success  in  the  gold  fields,  and  since  his 
return  to  the  East  he  has  lived  a retired  life,  en- 
joying to  the  full  the  competence  which  he 
gained  under  such  difficulties  during  his  early 
years.  After  his  marriage  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  East  Port  Chester,  and  in  1893,  as 
above  stated,  he  erected  the  elegant  and  com- 
modious home,  overlooking  Byram  river,  which 
he  now  occupies.  He  finds  much  pleasure  in 
reading  and  the  light  work  around  his  home,  and 
leads  a life  of  enviable  leisure  and  contentment. 
Mr.  Riker  was  at  one  time  an  inveterate  smoker, 
but  he  has  abandoned  the  habit  completely'  and 
has  not  used  tobacco  for  thirty  years. 

On  April  8,  1875,  Mr.  Riker  was  united  in- 
marriage,  in  Port  Chester,  to  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Smith,  who  was  born  on  Cherry  Hill,  in  East 
Port  Chester,  daughter  of  Sherman  and  Caroline 
M.  (Lyon)  Smith.  One  child  was  born  to  this 
union,  Sherman  S.,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Riker  are  highly  respected  by  their  fel- 
low citizens  in  and  around  East  Port  Chester, 
where  they  are  well  known.  Mrs.  Riker  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Greenwich. 
Mr.  Riker  was  originally  a Whig  in  political 
faith,  changing  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party  on  its  formation,  and  he  has  remained  loyal 
ever  since;  in  local  affairs,  however,  he  supports 
the  best  men  regardless  of  party  lines.  He  cast 
his  maiden  vote,  in  California,  for  Zachary  Tay- 
lor, and  although  he  was  not  of  age  he  thought 
he  had  a right  to  vote  when  Indians  and  “ greas- 
ers ” were  taking  the  privilege,  and  acted  accord- 
ingly. 


CtHARLES  E.  PALMER,  of  Sound  Beach, 

')  has  demonstrated  the  true  meaning  of  the 
word  success  as  the  full  accomplishment  of  an 
honorable  purpose.  Energy,  close  application, 
perseverance  and  good  management — these  are  . 
the  elements  which  have  entered  into  his  busi- 
ness career  and  crowned  his  efforts  with  prosper- 
ity. He  is,  with  one  exception,  the  most  ex- 
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tensive  oysterman  in  Fairfield  county,  and  does 
a larger  business  in  his  line  than  any  other  resi- 
dent of  Sound  Beach. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  born  June  14,  1847,  on 
Staten  Island  (where  his  father  was  a gardener  at 
the  time),  a son  of  Darius  and  Susan  (Jones) 
Palmer,  the  family  afterward  returning  to  Sound 
Beach,  where  they  had  previously  lived.  He 
was  educated  altogether  in  private  schools,  and 
among  his  early  teachers  at  Sound  Beach  were 
Maria  and  Isaac  Lockwood.  For  a time  he  at- 
tended the  graded  school  at  Stamford,  and  was 
a student  in  Professor  Glendenning’s  school  at 
that  place.  At  an  early  age  Mr.  Pajmer  began 
assisting  his  father,  who  was  a large  raiser  of 
onions,  and  had  plenty  of  work  to  keep  his  son 
busy.  He  continued  to  work  at  home  until 
seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  embarked  in  the 
oyster  business,  which  has  since  claimed  his  at- 
tention. He  built  his  first  sailboat  himself,  and 
the  first  sloop  he  owned  was  the  “Emma,” 
which,  before  he  altered  her,  had  borne  the 
■name  of  “J.  B.  Thurber.”  Later,  at  Glen- 
wood,  L.  I.,  he  built  the  “Clara  A.  Palmer,” 
-one  of  the  largest  sloops  in  the  oyster  business 
in  her  day,  and  this  vessel  he  still  owns.  He 
owned  the  steamer  “Adaline,"  and  also  the 
steamer  “Itbiel,”  built  at  Port  Jefferson,  L.  I. 
He  is  a most  extensive  operator  in  the  oyster 
business,  having  over  850  acres  of  oyster  beds 
on  both  the  north  and  south  shores  of  Long 
Island,  which  he  operates  either  alone  or  in  part- 
nership with  his  sons. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  Mr.  Palmer 
.married  Miss  Emma  E.  Wilson,  and  to  them 
were  born  five  children,  of  whom  four  are  still 
living:  Charles  F.  and  Clarence  E.,  both  oyster- 

men  of  Sound  Beach;  and  Harry  and  Elmer  I. 
•Cortland,  both  at  home.  The  mother  of  these 
dying,  he  married  Anna  S.  Fuller,  and  after  her 
death  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  L.  Hatter.  All  of 
.his  children  are  of  the  first  union. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Palmer  was  a strong 
Abolitionist,  and  though  at  present  he  is  inde- 
pendent in  politics,  his  sympathies  are  usually 
with  the  Republican  party.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Labor.  Throughout 
his  entire  business  career  he  has  only  worked 
for  his  father  and  himself,  and  he  has  risen  to  an 
exalted  position  in  the  business  world  through 
his  own  efforts.  He  is  thoroughly  familiar  with 
every  detail  of  his  calling,  and  the  success  that 
he  has  achieved  is  certainly  well-merited,  and  he 
.commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact,  either  in  business  or 
social  life.  Despite  his  long  years  of  toil,  he  is 
still  a hardy,  rugged  man. 


S\AMUEL  S.  SCUDDER  is  a prosperous 
r>  agriculturist  of  Newtown  township,  and  by 
the  application  of  business  methods  to  his  work 
he  has  shown  that  scientific  farming  can  be  made 
to  pay.  His  success  is  the  more  notable  because 
it  has  been  gained  through  his  own  efforts,  and 
his  fine  farm  near  Newtown  is  a substantia! 
evidence  of  thrift  and  industry. 

The  name  of  Scudder  has  been  well  known  in 
this  section  from  an  early  date.  Capt.  Isaac 
Scudder.  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  bora 
in  Newtown  August  11,  1776,  and  wasa lifelong 
resident  of  that  town,  his  home  being  on  Sugar 
street . H e was  the  leading  carpenter  and  builder 
of  this  county  in  his  day,  and  in  filling  his  contracts 
kept  many  apprentices  and  workmen  employed. 
Among  the  buildings  constructed  by  him  was  the 
court  house  in  Danbury,  while  many  of  the  best 
of  the  old  residences  of  Newtown  were  erected  by 
him.  He  also  owned  large  tracts  of  real  estate, 
and  carried  on  farming  to  some  extent.  His 
sound  judgment  and  force  of  character  made 
him  a prominent  figure  in  local  affairs,  and  he  was 
especially  active  in  religious  work,  being  a noted 
exhorter  in  the  Methodist  Church.  His  name  is 
found  in  the  list  of  trustees  of  the  first  church  of 
that  denomination  built  in  Newtown.  As  early 
as  1805  he  had  been  one  of  a class  which  was 
formed  as  a nucleus  of  a Church  organization  to 
secure  the  occasional  services  of  itinerant  minis- 
ters of  the  faith.  At  the  time  of  building  the 
church,  which  was  -dedicated  in  1831,  hewasone 
of  the  chief  promoters  of  the  enterprise,  the 
edifice  being  constructed  by  him.  It  has  now 
fallen  to  secular  uses,  and  is  occupied  by  Charles 
Gay  as  a wagon  shop.  On  December  29,  1797> 
Captain  Scudder  married  Miss  Sarah  Banks,  who 
was  born  March  31,  1779,  in  Greenfield,  Conn., 
and  they  had  three  sons,  of  whom  Isaac  B 
Scudder,  our  subject’s  father,  was  the  eldest. 
2.  William  S.,  born  March  5, 1812,  marriedMiss 
Laura  Platt,  and  had  two  children— Theodore, 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Robinson,  and  Emma, 
who  married  a Mr.  Milham,  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 
3.  Samuel,  born  November  14,  1816,  becamea 
leading  citizen  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  ac- 
quired considerable  wealth  asa  lumberman.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Jane  Miller,  but  no  children 
blessed  the  union.  Capt.  Isaac  Scudder  died 
May  20,  1845,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  in  1856. 

Isaac  B.  Scudder,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  May  23,  1809,  and  became  a success- 
ful agriculturist  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  own- 
ing the  farm  now  occupied  by  William  C.  Nod; 
rop.  He  was  a believer  in  the  political  princi- 
ples of  the  Whigs,  but  did  not  take  an  active 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


687 


part  in  local  affairs.  He  attended  the  Methodist 
Church,  while  his  wife  was  an  Episcopalian.  His 
death  occurred  September  7,  1842,  in  his  thirty- 
third  year.  On  May  12,  1830.  he  married  Miss 
Lucinda  Hickock,  who  died  June  21,  1831,  leav- 
ing one  daughter,  Lucinda,  born  June  12,  1831, 
now  a resident  of  Bethel.  On  October  28,  1832, 
he  married  Miss  Betsey  Skidmore,  daughter  of 
Wheeler  Skidmore,  of  Brookfield,  this  county. 
She  died  January  13,  1878,  leaving  three  children 
— (1)  Samuel  S.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below.  (2)  Sarah,  born  December  5,  1834. 
was  married  April  3,  1854,  to  Charles  Lamour- 
eaux,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  but  now  of  Roch- 
ester, N.  V.,  and  had  four  daughters — Lucy, 
born  July  16,  1855,  died  December  31,  1875; 
Julia,  born  June  3,  1858,  died  October  3,  1878; 
Susie,  born  September  3.  i860;  and  Hattie,  born 
November  2,  1862.  (3)  Lucy,  born  December 

18.  1838,  was  twice  married,  first  on  October  10, 

1860,  to  Henry  Lake,  of  Brookfield,  Conn.,  by 
whom  she  had  one  son,  William,  born  August  4, 

1861,  died  October  18,  1864.  Henry  Lake  died 
March  3,  1873,  and  Lucy  was  married  October 
5,  1876,  to  William  Smith  Lamoureux,  of  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Lill- 
ian Ml,  born  August  6,  1880. 

Samuel  S.  Scudder,  our  subject,  was  born 
August  7,  1836.  at  the  old  homestead  in  New- 
town, and  received  a fair  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  the  academy,  the  latter  institu- 
tion being  then  under  the  direction  of  Elijah 
Keeler.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left  school  and 
went  to  New  Haven  to  learn  the  art  of  silver 
plating.  From  1853  to  1857  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman  in  Quincy,  111.,  and  then  conducted 
a business  in  Danbury,  Conn. , until  1 863.  Farm- 
ing attracted  his  attention  next,  and  from  1863 
to  1864  he  had  charge  of  his  grandfather’s  farm 
on  shares,  but  in  the  latter  year  he  rented  a farm 
from  Zera  Judson.  A year  later  he  purchased 
his  present  homestead,  consisting  of  about  one 
hundred  acres  of  excellent  land,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  devoted  his  time  exclusively  to  its 
cultivation  and  improvement,  the  result  being 
that  it  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  estates  in 
the  locality.  He  raises  grain,  and  for  eleven 
years  past  has  been  interested  in  dairying,  while 
he  has  also  engaged  extensively  at  times  in  fat- 
tening cattle.  He  has  always  been  in  sympathy 
with  progress,  and  politically  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, but  he  does  not  aspire  to  prominence  in 
party  work. 

On  June  30,  1858,  Mr.  Scudder  married  Miss 
Jennie  Wright,  daughter  of  Samuel  Wright,  of 
Last  Bloomfield,  Ontario  county,  N.  Y. , and 
their  home  is  brightened  by  three  children:  Susan 


Jennie,  born  November  1,  1863;  Mary  Elizabeth, 
born  July  3.  1865,  and  Frances  Carolyn,  born 
January  4,  1874,  married,  May  26,  1897,  to  Ar- 
thur Judd  Smith,  the  business  manager  of  The 
Newtown  Bee.  The  family  is  identified  with  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Newtown,  in  which 
Mr.  Scudder  has  at  times  held  office. 


STANTON  COLEY,  a prosperous  farmer  of 
the  town  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  was  born  in  the 
towb  of  Westport,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  Decem- 
ber 17,  1864,  and  obtained  his  early  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  the  town  of  Wilton,  to 
which  place  his  father  had  removed  his  family 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  two  years 
old.  Afterward  he  attended  and  graduated  from 
the  high  school,  and  stilt  later  graduated  from 
Professor  Olmstead’s  academy. 

After  thus  completing  his  education,  our  sub- 
ject returned  to  his  father’s  farm  in  Wilton,  and 
upon  it  obtained  a thorough,  practical  knowledge 
of  (arming,  continuing  in  that  business  ever  since 
at  Cannon’s  Station  with  unusual  success.  Po- 
litically, he  is  a strong  Republican,  but  has  never 
sought  or  desired  office.  In  >889  he  united  with 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Wilton,  and  is  as- 
sistant collector  of  his  Church.  Mr.  Coley  is  a 
good  deal  of  a vocalist,  and  was  at  one  time  a 
member  of  the  Temperance  Division  of  Wilton. 
On  May  i,  1890,  he  married  Miss  Susie  M.  Hub- 
bell.  who  was  born  February  21,  1866,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  W.  and  Emily  (Adams)  Hubbell,  the 
former  of  whom  is  a prosperous  farmer  of  Wilton, 
formerly  a successful  lumber  merchant  of  Wilton. 
To  this  union  have  come  the  following  children: 
William  Stanton,  born  December  13,  1891,  and 
Emily  Eleanor,  born  February  to,  1897. 

Ebenezer  Coley,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Westport,  Conn. , 
then  known  as  Coleytown.  He  received  a much 
better  intellectual  training  than  most  boys  and 
young  men  of  his  times,  his  early  education  be- 
ing obtained  in  the  district  schools,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  during  his  earlier  life  he  taught 
school  with  success  in  various  parts  of  the  sur- 
rounding country.  After  removing  to  Wilton, 
as  mentioned  above,  he  had  charge  of  a school 
in  that  place.  Retiring  from  this  profession,  he 
purchased  a farm,  and  has  since  contented  him- 
self with  conducting  this  farm,  which  he  is  doing 
with  success.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was 
| drafted,  but  was  too  ill  to  attend  to  the  matter, 

| and  consequently  furnished  a substitute.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a Republican,  and  has  served  as  tax 
collector,  and  also  as  contractor  on  the  roads. 
In  early  life  he  united  with  the  Congregational 
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Church  of  Westport,  being  for  many  years  a 
prominent  and  leading  member  of  the  Church. 
He  married  Miss  Eleanor  0.  Gregory,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Ellen  (Fillow)  Gregory,  of  Wil- 
ton, in  which  place  she  was  born.  To  their  mar- 
riage there  came  two  children:  Stanton  and 

Chester  E. 

Chester  E.  Coley  was  born  on  Chestnut  Hill, 
in  the  town  of  Wilton,  December  i,  1874,  and 
his  education  was  obtained  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  town  of  Wilton,  also  at  Professor 
Lambert’s  school  in  the  same  place.  Since  com- 
pleting his  education  he  has  always  been  engaged 
in  farming  with  his  father.  He  married  Miss 
Edna  C.  Bradley,  daughter  of  Arthur  Bradley,  a 
farmer  of  Weston.  They  have  no  children. 


WHEELER  FAMILY  OF  STRATFORD.* 
I.  Moses  Wheeler  (1)  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, probably  in  the  County  of  Kent,  in  1 598, 
where  the  Wheeler  family  had  resided  for  over 
four  hundred  years.  He  left  London  in  1638, 
and  coming  to  America  joined  the  New  Haven 
Colony,  and  was  among  the  first  to  receive  an 
allotment  of  land  in  that  Colony.  Here  he 
married  Miriam  Hawley,  a sister  of  Joseph 
Hawley,  one  of  the  first  and  most  influential 
settlers  in  this  Colony. 

Here  he  resided  until  1648,  when  he  was  ex- 
pelled from  the  Colony,  because  of  a slight  in- 
fringement of  one  of  the  Blue  Laws,  for  which 
this  Colony  was  so  noted.  According  to  tradi- 
tion he  had  been  absent  from  home  for  several 
months.  The  day  on  which  he  returned  from 
his  long  journey  was  Sunday.  The  happiness, 
which  he  naturally  felt  on  being  united  to  his 
family  once  more,  completely  banished  from  his 
remembrance  all  idea  of  the  Blue  Laws,  and  he 
accordingly  kissed  his  wife  and  children.  This 
act  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  authorities, 
he  was  immediately  expelled  from  the  Colony. 
He  then  joined  the  little  settlement  of  Stratford. 
Here  he  purchased  his  home  lot  from  the  Indians 
on  the  Shore,  near  what  is  now  known  as  Sandy 
Hollow.  He  afterward  bought  a vast  tract  at 
the  upper  part  of  the  town,  extending  from  the 
river  to  some  distance  above  the  present  site  of 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  rail- 
road. 

In  those  days  all  these  first  settlers  pursued 
some  trade  or  occupation,  and  Moses  Wheeler 
worked  at  the  trade  of  a ship  carpenter — which 
occupation  according  to  history  was  then  sorely 
needed — besides  cultivating  his  land.  Shortly 

•Compiled  for  the  moit  pert  bj  E.  Louiee  Scott,  18*1. 


after  his  arrival  at  Stratford,  Roger  Ludlow 
presented  to  the  General  Court  a request  that 
Moses  Wheeler  should  be  allowed  to  keep  the 
ferry  at  Stratford,  and  the  decision  of  the  matter 
being  referred  to  the  next  Fairfield  Court,  the 
request  was  granted. 

It  appears  from  the  records  that  the  ferry  was 
already  established,  and  this  application  was  only 
to  secure  the  privilege  as  legal  property.  What 
the  conditions  for  the  privilege  of  the  ferry  were 
a$e  not  stated,  but  seventeen  years  after  its  es- 
tablishment the  town  saw  fit  to  lease  to  Moses 
Wheeler  the  ferry  with  thirty  or  forty  acres  of 
upland  adjoining  it,  for  twenty-one  years,  with- 
out tax  or  rate  except  sixpence  per  annum  during 
the  time  of  said  lease.  The  inhabitants  were 
“to  be  ferried  over  for  one  half  penny  per  per- 
son and  two  pence  for  horse  or  beast."  If  he 
should  leave  the  ferry  at  the  end  of  twenty-one 
years,  the  town  agreed  to  pay  him  for  any  im- 
provements he  might  have  made,  and  then  take 
the  property.  By  the  will  of  Moses  Wheeler  (2), 
proved  January  23,  1724-25,  it  is  ascertained 
that  he  received  the  ferry  from  his  father  (Moses 
1),  and  left  it  to  his  own  Elnathan;  therefore  it 
remained  in  the  family  at  least  three  generations, 
or  over  one  hundred  years 

Ten  years  previous  to  his  death,  Moses 
Wheeler  disposed  of  most  of  his  property  to  his 
sons — Moses,  to  whom  the  homestead  descended, 
Samuel,  and  his  son-in-law,  Joseph  Walker,  the 
last  named  receiving  the  large  tract  of  land  he 
had  bought  of  the  Indians  at  Derby,  Connecticut. 

Besides  being  one  of  the  largest  land  holders, 
he  was  one  of  the  leading  and  most  influential 
men  in  the  town.  He  was  a strong,  powerful 
man,  of  whom  the  Indians  are  said  to  have  stood 
in  mortal  terror.  In  1665  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land, but  on  his  arrival  in  London  he  found  the 
“Great  Plague"  raging  there,  and  consequently 
did  not  remain  long,  but  returned  again  to  Strat- 
ford. He  died  on  the  15th  of  January,  1698. 
and  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  cen- 
tenarian white  man  in  New  England.  He  is 
buried  in  the  old  Congregational  churchyard  at 
Stratford.  A rough  stone,  cut  from  the  rocksat 
the  homestead,  marks  his  grave,  with  the  inscnp* 
tion  as  follows : 

MOSES  WHELER, 

AGED  100, 

DYED  JAN.  I5TH- 

1698. 

By  his  will,  proved  February  19,  1^9^  a^leI 
disposing  of  his  real  and  personal  property  g«‘ 
erally,  he  says  as  follows  : 
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1 givp  10  my  daughter  Miriam  two  pewter  dishes,  to  my 
son  Moses,  his  wife,  ye  pewter  platter,  and  to  my  daughter 
Mary,  a bras  knit-  houlding  ten  to  twelve  gallons,  the 
Abridgement  of  the  Marter  Booke,  and  Mr.  Brooks  His  De- 
vices of  Satan,  and  to  Elirabeth  ye  wife  of  my  son  Samuel, 
ye  great  kit le,  and  to  Mr.  Israel  Chauncev  twenty  shillings 
in  silver. 

Jane,  a sister  of  Moses  Wheeler,  also  came 
with  him  to  America.  She  married  the  Rev. 
Adam  Blakeman.  the  first  clergyman  of  the 
Church  of  England  in  Stratford.  She  was  two 
years  younger  than  her  brother,  having  been  born 
in  i6oo.  She  died  in  1674.  After  the  death  of 
her  first  husband,  she  married  Jacob  Walker, 
son  of  Robert  Walker,  and  brother  of  Rev. 
Zachariah  Walker,  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Stratford.  The  Rev.  Adam  Blake- 
man was  rector  of  the  Church  from  1639  to  1665. 
A son  of  his  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Moses 
Wheeler.  Moses  Wheeler  had  six  children  as 
follows:  1.  Elizabeth,  who  married  Samuel 

Blakeman  ffirst).  and  Jacob  Walker  (second), 
and  was  the  grandmother  of  Gen.  David  Woos- 
ter. 2.  Miriam, who  married  James  Blakeman, and 
was  the  mother  ancestor  of  all  the  people  named 
Blakeman  or  Blackman  in  the  towns  of  Hunting- 
ton,  Monroe,  and  Newtown;  3 Samuel,  who  left 
no  children;  4.  Moses,  the  ancestor  of  a numer- 
ous people;  5.  Mary,  who  married  (first)  Sam- 
uel Fairchild,  and  (second)  Benjamin  Beach; 
and  6.  Joanna,  who  died  in  1694,  unmarried. 

11.  Moses  Wheelek  (2),  son  of  Moses  and 
Miriam  (Hawley)  Wheeler,  was  born  at  Stratford, 
July  5.  1651.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Caleb  Nicholls,  October  20,  1674.  He  inherited 
from  his  father  the  ferry,  together  with  the  home- 
stead. In  time  he  removed  the  stone  house  which 
Moses  (1)  had  erected,  and  replaced  it  with  one 
of  wood,  which  remained  standing  until  May  12. 
1891,  when  the  old  ruin  was  blown  up  with  dyn- 
amite. Agricultural  pursuits,  together  with  the 
duties  of  the  ferry,  claimed  the  greater  share  of 
his  attention,  hie  died  January  30,  1724.  He 
is  buried  at  the  side  of  his  father,  and  a similar 
stone  marks  his  grave,  evidently  taken  from  the 
same  place.  The  epitaph  on  his  headstone  is  as 
follows,  and  the  inscriptions  on  both  are  still 
quite  legible: 

HERE  LAVS 
THE  BODY  OF 
MR.  MOSES  WHEELER 
WHO  DEPARTED  THIS 
LIFE  JAN.  THE  30TH. 

1724,  IN  THE  /4TH. 

YEAR  OF  HIS  AGE. 

His  estate  inventories  1,463  £,  5s,  6d.  mak- 
ing him  among  the  wealthy  men  of  Stratford. 
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The  following  is  a copy  of  the  will  of  Moses 
Wheeler  (2): 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen. 

I,  Moses  Wheeler,  of  Stratford,  in  the  County  of 
Fairfield,  in  New  England,  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  yeo- 
man, being  in  Old  Age  and  Weak  of  Body,  But  of  Sound 
Mind,  memory,  and  understanding,  Thanks  be  given  to 
God  for  the  same,  and  considering  the  Uncertainty  of  Life 
and  the  Certainty  of  Death,  do  make  and  ordain  This  my 
Last  Will  and  Testament  in  Manner  and  form  following  (that 
is  to  say)  first  I recommend  my  Soul  into  the  hands  of  Al- 
mighty God  who  Created  me,  hoping  through  the  merits  of 
my  Beloved  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  who  redeemed  me,  to  be 
made  Partaker  of  Everlasting  Life,  and  my  Body  1 commit 
to  the  Earth  from  whence  it  was  taken,  to  be  Decently  buryed 
at  the  Direction  of  my  Executor  hereinafter  Named,  and 
touching  all  what  Temporal  Estate  it  hath  pleased  God  to- 
bless  me  with,  1 Give,  Devise,  and  Dispose  of  as  followetb: 
First— 1 will  that  all  my  just  Debts  and  funeral  charges  are 
paid  and  satisfied.  Then  1 give  unto  my  Wife,  five  Pounds 
above  what  our  agreement  was  before  marriage.  Then  I 
give  unto  my  Son  James  Wheler  forty  Pounds  money.  Then 
I give  unto  mv  son  Nathan  Wheler  and  Robert  Wheler  and 
my  Daughter  (illegible  here  wherethe  documents  are  folded) 

* * *;  unto  mv  Son  Samuel's  Children  and  Granddaughter 
Sarah,  wife  of  Jessup,  forty  shillings  to  each  of  them  (that  is 
to  say  four  pounds,  two  pounds  for  the  Children  and  two 
pounds  unto  Sarah  Jessup). 

Then  1 give  unto  my  Son  Elnathan  Wheler,  whom 
1 likewise  Constitute,  Make  and  Ordain  my  only  and  sole 
Executor  of  This  my  Last  Will  and  Testament  all  and  Sing- 
ular, my  land,  houses,  tenements,  Mortgages,  ferry,  and  all 
movable  Goods,  chattels,  household  Goods,  plate,  Jewels, 
Debts,  Credits,  and  Personal  Estate  of  what  kind,  nature, 
circumstances  soever  is  mine.  To  him  my  Loving  Son  El- 
nathan Wheler,  to  him,  his  Heirs,  administrator,  assigns  for- 
ever, that  is  to  say  if  my  son  Elnathan  Wheler  shall  have 
Lawful  Heirs  born  in  Wedlock,  if  not,  then  the  Tenements 
after  his  death  to  Return  to  the  abovesaid  Brother  and  Sisters 
and  Children  in  Eaquil  Heirship,  to  the  Sons  of  my  children 
and  Grandchildren,  unto  them  and  their  Heirs  forever,  and  I 
do  hereby  utterly  Disavow,  Revoke,  and  disallow  all  and  ev- 
ery former  Testaments,  Wills,  and  Legal  Writing  heretofore 
Maid,  Declaring  this  to  be  My  last  Will  and  Testament. 

In  witness  whereof  1 have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
Seal  this  first  Day  of  January  1724,  and  in  the  Eleventh  year 
of  the  reign  of  our  Soverign  Lord,  George,  by  the  Grace  of 
God  of  Great  Britain  King. 

Moses  Wheler  (Seal) 

Signed,  Sealed,  Published. 

To  Moses  Wheeler  (II)  and  Sarah  (Nicholls) 
Wheeler  were  born  eight  children  as  follows:  1. 

Moses,  2.  Caleb,  3.  Sarah,  4.  Nathan  or  Elna- 
than, 5.  Samuel,  6.  James,  7.  Robert,  and  8. 
Elizabeth. 

Sergeant  Francis  Nicholls,  the  grandfather  of 
Sarah  Nicholls.  who  married  Moses  Wheeler 
(II),  came  from  England  in  1635,  a°d  was  in 
Stratford  in  1639,  among  its  first  settlers.  He 
was  closely  related  fo  Col.  Sir  Richard  Nicholl. 
the  first  English  governor  of  New  York,  who  es- 
tablished the  first  Episcopal  Church  in  New 
York,  and  who.  under  the  command  of  James. 
Duke  of  York,  commanded  the  fleet  that  took 
New  Netherlands  from  the  Dutch  in  1664,  and 
named  the  place  New  York. 

Francis  Nicholls  was  a military  man  in  Eng- 
land, and  was  a member  of  one  of  the  famous 
regiments  of  Horse  Guards  in  London;  but  the 
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title  of  Sergeant  was  conferred  upon  him  at 
Stratford.  He  was  a member  and  communicant 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  the  ancestor  of  a 
pious,  wealthy  and  distinguished  family,  whose 
fortunes  are  closely  linked  with  the  subsequent 
history  of  Stratford,  and  with  the  settlement  and 
growth  of  Bridgeport.  His  son,  Caleb,  married 
Anne,  daughter  of  Andrew  Ward,  of  Fairfield, 
and  died  in  1690.  He  was  the  father  of  Sarah, 
who  married  Moses  Wheeler  (II)  October  20, 
1674. 

III.  Moses  Wheeler  (3),  son  of  Moses 
Wheeler  (II)  and  Sarah  (Nicholls)  Wheeler,  was 
iborn  July  8,  1675.  He  married  Ruth  Bouton  in 
December,  1698.  To  them  were  born  two  sons, 
as  follows:  Elnathan,  and  Nathaniel,  who  was 

■drowned  at  the  ferry.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife  he  married  Mercy,  widow  ol  Thomas  Lattin 
aad  daughter  of  Henry  Wakelyn. 

IV.  Deacon  Elnathan  Wheeler,  the  elder 
son  of  Moses  Wheeler  (III)  and  Ruth  (Bouton) 
Wheeler,  was  born  January  31.  1703.  On  De- 
cember 8,  1726,  he  married  Martha  De  Forest, 
daughter  of  David  and  Martha  (Blagge)  De  For- 
est. He  died  March  14,  1761.  His  estate  in- 
ventoried 1,619  ns,  id,  and  included  “one 
negro  man.  Will.,  30  £,  twelve  Silver  Knee 
Buckles,  a part  of  a set  of  china  dishes,  4 Bibles 
and  a number  of  books.  ” 

To  Deacon  Elnathan  and  Martha  (De  Forest) 
Wheeler  were  born  eight  children,  namely:  Ruth, 
Martha,  Sarah,  Nathaniel,  Elizabeth,  Mary, 
Elnathan  and  Eunice. 


The  following  is  a brief  sketch  of  the  De  For- 
est family  into  which  Deacon  Elnathan  Wheeler 
married:  “This  family  first  appears  in  Avesne, 

France,  where  from  1559  for  many  years  a Span- 
ish Garrison  was  maintained,  so  that  any  tenden- 
cy to  the  Protestant  faith  was  especially  subject 
to  cruel  persecution;  but  here,  however,  the  De- 
Forests  and  several  ether  families  embraced  the 
reformed  doctrine.  Successive  persecutions  led 
to  several  removals  to  Le  Couteau,  to  Ledau, 
and  to  Leyden.  In  the  last  named  place,  in 
1606,  were  living  four  brothers:  Jean,  Jesse, 

Michel  and  Girard  De  Forest  and  their  sister, 
Jeanne.  ” 

Jesse,  ancestor  of  the  Stratford  Wheelers, 
Tnarried,  at  Leyden,  Marie  du  Cloux.  He  with 
others,  soon  after  the  Plymouth  Pilgrims  left 
Holland,  corresponded  with  the  English  authori- 
ties relative  to  the  settling  of  Virginia;  but  this 
project  was  never  consummated,  and  in  1623  he 
joined  an  expedition  for  the  conquest  of  Brazil, 
■where  he  died  in  1624,  probably  at  St.  Salvador. 


Isaac,  son  of  Jesse  and  Marie  (du  Cloux)  De- 
Forest,  sailed  with  his  brother  for  New  Nether- 
lands. October  1.  1636,  in  the  yacht  Rensselaer- 
wick.  At  New  Netherlands,  June  9,  1641,  he 
married  Sarah  du  Trieux.  daughter  of  Philip  and 
Susanna  (du  Chiney)  du  Trieux,  who  were  Wal- 
loons of  the  earliest  migration. 

David,  son  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (du  Trieux) 
De  Forest,  in  1696.  married  Martha  Blagge, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Blagge,  of  New  York,  who 
was  the  son  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Blagge.  David 
came  with  his  wife  to  Stratford,  where  they  "cov- 
enanted with  the  Church”  August  7,  1697.  He 
was  a glazier  by  trade,  and  died  April  20.  1721 

Martha,  daughter  of  David  and  Martha 
(Blagge)  De  Forest,  was  born  April  13.  1700, 
and  married  Deacon  Elnathan  Wheeler,  Decem- 
ber 8,  1726. 


V.  Elnathan  Wheeler,  the  son  of  Deacon 
Elnathan  and  Martha  (De  Forest)  Wheeler,  was 
born  May  20,  1740,  and  married  Charity  Frost, 
January  26,  1765.  Charity  Frost  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Frost,  son  of  Joseph  Frost,  ol 
Charlestown,  Mass.  She  was  born  in  1740-  Her 
sister,  Esther,  married  Solomon  Plant,  the  father 
of  David  Plant,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut  from  1823  to  1827,  and  from  1827 
to  1829  a member  of  Congress,  and  one  ol  the 
most  influential  men-  of  his  day  in  political  cir- 
cles. To  Elnathan  and  Charity  (Frost)  Wheeler 
were  born  six  children,  whose  names  and  dates 
of  birth  and  death  are  as  follows:  Elnathan, 
March  5,  1766,  November  1,  1805;  Charity. July 
8,  1769,  in  1797.  unmarried;  Elisha,  July 
1772.  May  5,  1853;  Reuben,  July  l . 1775.  Octo- 
ber 24,  1852;  Ruth,  May  15,  1780,  September 
23,  i860;  Stephen,  March  1,  1782,  September 
18,  1847. 

Elnathan  Wheeler  lived  at  the  Wheeler 
homestead,  which  he  inherited  from  his  lather. 
He  occupied  himself,  as  his  ancestors  had  done 
for  four  previous  generations,  with  farming.  B) 
this  time  the  occupancy  of  the  ferry  had  passe 
out  of  the  family,  and  in  1 8 1 3,  when  the  first 
bridge  over  the  Housatonic  river,  between  Strat- 
ford and  Milford,  was  built,  the  custom  of  let*)' 
ing  people  across  the  river  was  discontinued 
altogether.  He  was  a man  of  firm  principle 
upright  and  honest  in  all  his  dealings,  and  greatly 
respected  by  all  his  associates.  He  was  a large 
landholder,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  ol  ms 
liberal  provision  for  his  four  sons.  For  his  eldest 
son,  Elnathan,  he  provided  a large  farm  8’ 
Harvey’s  Farm,  a short  distance  north  of  bis 
own  home.  Elisha  was  given  a farm  adjoining 
that  of  his  father  on  the  north.  To  Reuben  £ 
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gave  a farm  in  Putney,  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  town,  and  at  his  death,  February  14,  1809, 
he  left  the  Wheeler  homestead  to  his  youngest 
son,  Stephen.  His  wife  survived  him  several 
years,  and  after  his  death  lived  at  the  homestead 
with  her  son  Stephen.  She  died  March  6,  18 16, 
in  her  seventy-seventh  year. 

VI.  Elnathan  Wheeler,  eldest  child  of 
Elnathan  and  Charity  (Frost)  Wheeler,  was  born 
at  Stratford.  March  5,  1766,  and  died  November 
1,  1805.  He  married  Phebe  Peck,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children:  Johannah,  who  married 
Curtis  Lewis,  of  Stratford,  and  was  the  mother 
of  several  children;  and  Capt.  James  Wheeler,  a 
sketch  of  whom  follows.  Elnathan  Wheeler 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  living  at 
Harvey’s  Farm  until  his  death.  November  1, 
1805.  After  his  decease  his  widow  resided  with 
her  son,  Capt.  James  Wheeler,  until  her  own 
death  in  1840,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 

VII.  Capt.  James  Wheeler  was  born  in 
Stratford,  Conn.,  in  1792,  and  passed  his  life 
there  as  a prosperous  farmer,  dying  January  3, 
1875.  He  was  prominent  in  local  affairs,  being 
active  in  the  Democratic  organization  of  his  day, 
and  he  took  a leading  part  in  the  founding  of 
the  M.  E.  Church  in  his  locality,  his  homestead 
on  the  “River  Road  ” being  the  first  place  of 
meeting  for  the  society.  He  also  manifested 
much  interest, in  military  matters,  his  title  of 
Captain  being  gained  by  service  in  the  State 
Militia.  He  died  January  3,  1875,  and  his  wife, 
Hannah  Wilcox,  a daughter  of  Gideon  Wilcox, 
passed  away  May  24,  1841.  This  worthy  couple 
had  eight  children  as  follows:  (1)  Stephen  Lewis 
(known  as  Lewis)  died  in  the  West,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming.  (2)  Esther  died  at  the  age 
of  seven  years.  (3)  Stiles  W.  died  in  infancy. 
(4)  Phebe  (deceased)  married  David  Curtis,  a 
carriage  maker  and  blacksmith  in  Trumbull.  (5) 
John  Peck  is  fully  spoken  of  farther  on.  (6) 
James  died  in  childhood.  (7)  Stiles  (2),  a farm- 
er, married  Jane  Stitson,  of  Newtown,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  leaving  two  children: 
Cortez,  a farmer;  and  Jane,  wife  of  Samuel  Les- 
sey,  who  is  connected  with  the  Birmingham 
Bank  at  Derby.  (8)  Elnathan  died  in  infancy. 

Charity,  the  second  child  of  Elnathan  and 
Charity  (Frost)  Wheeler,  was  born  July  8,  1769, 
and  died  May  1,  1797,  unmarried. 

Elisha,  the  third  child  of  Elnathan  and  Chari- 
ty (Frost)  Wheeler,  was  born  July  26,  1772,  and 
died  May  5,  1853.  He  married  Dorothy  Bird- 
seye, who  was  born  in  1776,  and  died  January  12, 
1847.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Ezra  Birdseyse, 
of  Oronoque,  and  a granddaughter  of  the  Rev. 
Nathan  Birdseye,  who  lived  to  an  extreme  age; 


in  fact  he  preached  a sermon  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Stratford,  on  his  one  hundredth 
birthday!  His  tombstone  bears  the  following  in- 
scription. 

SACRED  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  THE 
REV.  NATHAN  BIRDSEYE,  A.  M. 

HE  WAS  BORN  AUGUST  I9TH.  I7I4. 
GRADUATED  AT  YALE  COLLEGE  IN  1736, 
ORDAINED  AT  WEST  HAVEN,  1742, 
DISMISSED  AND  RECOMMENDED  BY  THE 
CONSOCIATION  1 7 58  AND  DEPARTED 
THIS  LIFE  JANUARY  28TH.  l8l8. 

AGED  103  YEARS.  5 MONTHS,  AND  9 DAYS. 

THE  MEMORY  OF  THE  JUST  IS  BLESSED. 

To  Elisha  and  Dorothy  (Birdseye)  Wheeler, 
were  born  three  children:  George,  Ralph  and 

Ezra.  George  was  born  at  Stratford  in  1800. 
He  married  Betsy  C.  Booth,  of  Stratford,  Octo- 
ber 23,  1829,  and  died  July  16,  1835.  To 
George  and  Betsy  (Booth)  Wheeler  were  born 
three  children  as  follows:  Mary  Curtiss,  bom 

December  26,  1831,  and  died  July  29,  1833. 
Lucy  Birdseye,  born  September  4,  1830,  now  re- 
siding at  Stratford;  and  George  Birdseye,  born 
June  6,  1835.  He  married  and  removed  to 
Kansas  City,  where  he  still  resides.  Ralph,  the 
second  son,  was  born  in  1807.  He  married  Eliz- 
abeth Gall,  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  and  to  them  was 
born  one  son,  Elisha,  who  died  several  years 

ago.  He  married  (second)  Mary , and 

to  them  were  born  two  children:  Phebe, 

who  married  and  resides  in  New  York  City;  and 
William,  who  went  to  the  West,  where  he  settled. 
Ralph  died  a few  years  since. 

Ezra,  the  youngest  son,  was  bom  in  Strat- 
ford November  18,  1809,  and  died  at  New  York 
City  December  18,  1885.  At  an  early  age  he 
went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  engaged  in 
business,  and  amassed  a fortune  of  over  one  mil- 
lion dollars.  He  married  (first)  Caroline  Dar- 
row,  of  New  York  City.  To  them  were  born 
two  children:  Sarah  Ellen,  who  married  Dr. 

Walter  De  F.  Day,  of  New  York  City;  and  Car- 
oline, who  is  unmarried.  He  married  (second) 
Celia  Vischer,  of  Albany,  New  York.  To  them 
were  born  two  children:  John  Vischer,  who  re- 

sides in  New  York;  and  Celia  Vischer,  who  died 
several  years  ago.  He  married  (third)  Emily 
Curtiss,  of  Stratford,  who  survives  him.  Their 
children  were:  (1)  Emily  Curtiss,  born  in  1852, 

and  died  August  28,  1872.  (2)  Arthur  De  For- 

est, who  married  Caroline  May  Dunbar,  of  Strat- 
ford, in  1884.  (3)  Laura.  (4)  Walter  and  (5) 

Edward,  who  both  died  in  infancy. 

Reuben,  the  fourth  child  of  Elnathan  and 
Charity  (Frost)  Wheeler,  was  bora  at  Stratford, 
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July  i,  1775,  and  died  at  his  farm  in  Putney  on 
October  24,  1852.  His  first  wife  was  Phebe 
Booth,  who  was  born  in  1779,  and  died  July  12, 
1819.  To  them  were  born  eight  children, 
namely:  Charity,  Harriet,  Elnathan,  William, 
Jane,  Charles,  Catherine  and  Phebe.  He  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife,  Juliette  Wilcox,  of  Strat- 
ford, and  to  them  were  born  four  children, 
namely:  (1)  Emily,  who  married  Samuel  Mc- 
Carthy, of  Chicago,  but  who  died  shortly  after- 
ward. (2)  Jane,  who  married  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Oakley,  a Methodist  clergyman,  but  lived  only  a 
short  time  afterward.  (3)  Betsy  Ann,  who  after 
Jane’s  death  married  the  Rev.  Thomas  Oakley, 
and  who  is  also  dead;  both  she  and  her  sisters 
are  interred  in  Mountain  Grove  Cemetery, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  (4)  Frank  A.,  who  was  born 
in  1825,  and  died  February  27,  1827. 

Charity,  the  eldest  child  of  Reuben  and  Phebe 
(Booth)  Wheeler,  was  born  August  9,  1801.  In 
August,  1824,  she  married  Nathaniel  Wheeler 
Curtis,  a grandson  of  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  who 
was  a son  of  Deacon  Elnathan  Wheeler.  To 
them  were  born  two  children:  Edwin  W.,  who 
rerides  in  Bridgeport;  and  Cornelia  I.,  who  lives 
in  Stratford.  Harriet,  the  second  child,  was  born 
in  1804.  She  married  (first)  Philo  Hawley,  a 
wealthy  farmer  of  Putney,  and  to  them  was  born 
a son,  Lewis  Henry,  who  died  at  about  the  age 
of  twenty.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Hawley,  she 
married  Nicholas  Northrop,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
She  died  in  March,  1888. 

Elnathan,  the  third  child  of  Reuben  and 
Phebe  Wheeler,  was  born  in  1806.  He  married 
Maria  Elizabeth  Wells,  daughter  of  Judson 
Wells,  of  Stratford.  He  settled  in  Westport, 
Conn.,  where  he  engaged  in  business,  and  where 
he  now  resides.  To  Elnathan  and  Maria  Eliza- 
beth (Wells)  Wheeler,  were  born  four  children, 
namely:  (1)  Emeline  Augusta,  born  in  August, 
1829;  (2)  Sarah  Maria,  born  in  December,  1831 ; 

(3)  Henry  A.,  born  about  1835,  who  resides  in 
Bridgeport,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business;  and 

(4)  Elbert  Lewis,  who  was  born  about  1837. 

William,  the  fourth  child  of  Reuben  and 

Phebe  Wheeler,  was  born  at  Stratford.  Conn., 
November  25,  1809.  In  December,  1833,  at 
London,  Canada  West  (now  Ontario),  he  married 
Caroline  Milinda  Flanegan,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Milinda  Flanegan,  who  was  born  at  London, 
C.  W.,  November  19.  1814.  In  1838  they  re- 
moved to  Chicago,  and  were,  therefore,  among 
its  first  settlers.  He  was  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  at  both  London,  C.  W.,  and  Chi- 
cago until  1856,  when  he  retired  from  business, 
having  amassed  a fortune  of  $300,000.  He  was 
an  earnest  Christian,  both  he  and  his  wife  being 


great  workers  in  the  Methodist  Church,  where  be 
held  high  offices,  being  first  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
in  Chicago,  which  office  he  held  until  the  time  oi 
his  death.  He  also  held  other  offices  of  trust. 

He  was  elected  as  an  alderman  in  1843.  He 
was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  neighbors  and  as- 
sociates, and  was  never  known  in  his  life  to  have 
an  enemy.  He  died  November  io,  1878.  His 
wife  died  in  Chicago,  March  6,  1875. 

To  William  and  Caroline  Milinda  (Flanegan) 
Wheeler  were  born  eight  children  as  follows: 
Phebe,  born  in  London,  C.  W.,  May  9, 1835, 
and  died  at  the  same  place  May  19,  1835. 
Charles  Gilbert,  born  in  London,  C.  W.,  July 
23,  1836.  William,  born  in  London,  C.  W.. 
August  8,  1837,  and  died  January  29,  1844,31  1 

Chicago.  Mary  Jane,  born  at  Chicago,  May  31,  , 

1839.  Louise  W.  (Brown),  born  at  Chicago,  , 

April  10,  1842,  and  died  June  30,  1878,  at  Chi-  ] 

cago.  Augustus  William,  born  at  Chicago,  No- 
vember 9,  1843.  Edward,  born  at  Chicago,  An-  I 

gust  3,  1845.  and  died  there  June  10,  1846; and  | 

Henry,  born  at  Chicago  May  20,  1848,  and  died  < 

at  the  same  place  July  28,  1854.  1 

Jane,  the  fifth  child  of  Reuben  and  Phebe  . 
Wheeler,  was  born  at  Putney  (Stratford)  in  1811,  ( 

and  died  August  26,  1822.  1 

Charles,  sixth  child,  was  born  Marcb9, t8tJ-  i 
He  married,  November  29,  1837,  Ruth  Ann  Nich- 
ols, of  Nichols  Farms,  Conn.  To  them  I 

born  two  children  as  follows:  Charles  Beach,  I 

born  December  5,  1840,  married  Julia  Bradley,  I 

of  Westport,  Conn.,  where  he  was  for  a time  en- 
gaged in  business,  and  where  he  now  resides; aid  ( 

Phebe  Maria,  born  May  3,  1852,  married  Win-  I 

field  Kellogg  Hoagland,  and  resides  at  Elgin,  . 

111.  Charles  Wheeler  died  September  29, 1867-  , 

Catherine,  seventh  child  of  Reuben  and  Phebe  ; 

Wheeler,  was  bom  in  1816,  and  died  in  1871  1 

In  1840  she  married  Charles  Curtiss,  of  Putney,  ] 

and  they  afterward  removed  to  Bridgeport  where  , 

she  died.  He  died  in  March,  1888.  To  them  ( 

were  born  two  daughters:  Mary  Kate,  who  mar- 
ried Dr.  A.  E.  Fones,  a dentist  in  East  Bridge- 
port, where  they  reside;  and  Hattie  Louise,  who 
married  (first)  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hughes,  a Methodist 
clergyman,  who  died  a few  years  since,  and  (sec- 
ond) in  1 890  wedded  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bassett,  also 
a clergyman  of  the  same  Church). 

Phebe,  the  youngest  child  of  Reuben  ao 
Phebe  Weeeler,  was  born  in  June,  1819,  anddied 
in  December,  1819. 

Ruth,  the  fifth  child  of  Elnathan  and  Chanty 
(Frost)  Wheeler,  was  born  at  the  Wheeler  home- 
stead May  15,  1780,  and  died  at  Derby,  Conn. 
September  23,  i860.  In  January,  1806,  she «»* 
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married  to  Elijah  Booth,  of  Stratford,  who  was 
born  in  May,  1776,  and  died  in  September,  1868. 
He  was  one  the  wealthiest  and  most  influential 
men  of  his  day  in  Stratford,  and  was  universally 
known  as  " Squire  Booth."  He  was  a pious, 
cultivated  man,  much  respected  by  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lived.  They  had  one 
daughter,  Charity  Wheeler,  born  in  October, 
1806.  who  in  April,  1835,  married  Urban  H. 
Swift,  of  Derby,  Conn.,  son  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Swift,  who  was  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Derby  for  over  thirty  years.  She  was 
a saintly  woman  of  an  exceptionally  lovely  char- 
acter, who  ministered  lovingly  to  her  parents  in 
their  declining  years. 

Her  father  and  mother  both  died  at  her  home, 
the  former  in  1868  and  the  latter  in  i860.  She 
died  in  May,  1 886.  A local  paper  said  of  her  at 
the  time  of  her  death:  “The  deceased  was  a 

lady  of  most  exemplary  and  inestimable  worth. 
While  modest  and  retiring  in  her  manner,  her 
hand  was  ever  open  to  acts  of  benevolence  and 
kindness,  and  she  will  be  greatly  missed  in  this 
community,  where  she  has  lived  since  her  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Swift,  fifty-one  years  ago.  She  was 
a devoted  member  of  the  Derby  Congregational 
Church,  where  her  loss  will  be  keenly  felt.  She 
was  a lady  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and 
in  her  own  home  the  blow  will  fall  very  heavily.  ” 
To  Urban  H.  and  Charity  (Booth)  Swift  was 
born  one  daughter,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  who  was 
born  December  30,  1842,  and  who  resides  with 
her  father  at  their  residence  at  Derby. 

Stephen,  the  youngest  child  of  Elnathan  and 
Charity  (Frost)  Wheeler  (so  named  for  his  grand- 
father, Stephen  Frost),  was  born  March  1,  1782, 
and  died  September  18,  1847.  In  18!  1 he  mar- 
ried Phebe  Beardslee,  daughter  of  Curtis  and 
Mary  (Allen)  Beardslee,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 12,  1790,  and  died  September  12,  1868. 
He  inherited  from  his  father  the  Wheeler  home- 
stead, which  he  was  the  last  of  his  name  to  oc- 
£npy,  for  at  his  death  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
bis  daughters  (he  having  no  son),  who  in  1875 
tu  t0  t*le  ^on-  M.  Read,  of  Bridgeport, 
i he  house,  which  was  built  by  Moses  Wheeler 
(H),  sometime  between  the  years  of  1698  and 
1 724,  after  it  ceased  to  be  occupied  by  the  grand- 
mother of  E.  Louise  Scott,  who  and  her  sister, 
as  just  stated,  transferred  it  in  1875  to  Hon.  D. 

• Read,  rapidly  fell  into  a ruined  state,  and  on 
e 12th  of  May,  1891,  it  was  blown  up  with 
ynamite,  and  nothing  now  remains  of  the  house 
w ich  sheltered  the  heads  of  seven  generations, 
except  a heap  of  stones  and  a few  pieces  of  tim- 
er  some  charred  shingles. 

Mrs.  Phebe  Wheeler  possessed  great  personal 


beauty,  which,  added  to  a fine  intellect,  ease  of 
manner  and  affability,  made  her  the  belle  for 
miles  around;  and  these  girls  as  they  arrived  at 
maturity,  became  as  noted  for  their  charming 
manner  as  their  mother  had  been  before  them. 
Margaret  and  Louisa  particularly  were  great 
beauties.  Mary  and  Elizabeth  resembled  the 
Wheeler  family  more,  but  were  none  the  less  at- 
tractive, and  their  society  no  less  sought  after, 
being  brilliant  conversationalists.  Both  Stephen 
Wheeler  and  his  wife  were  very  hospitable,  and 
their  house  was  constantly  filled  with  company. 
Among  others  who  used  to  delight  to  visit  there 
were  James  Scott  (great-grandfather  of  E.  Louise 
Scott),  with  his  three  sons,  William,  James  and 
Henry.  Mrs.  Wheeler  was  quite  a favorite  of 
Mr.  Scott,  and  he  used  to  take  delight  in  telling 
her,  and  she  in  listening  to  him,  about  his  for- 
mer home  in  Scotland,  and  of  his  father’s  fam- 
ily, and  his' relatives,  the  family  of  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-three, 
and  maintained  the  same  friendly  feelings  toward 
her  to  the  last. 

Stephen  Wheeler  was  a man  of  a mild,  ami- 
able disposition,  well  read,  priding  himself  upon 
his  knowledge  of  current  events,  polished  in  his 
manner,  of  an  exceedingly  social  disposition,  and 
was  famed  for  miles  and  miles  around  for  his  un- 
bounded hospitality  ; and  not  for  his  friends  alone, 
but  the  usually  unwelcome  guest  and  the 
“poor  relation  ’’  were  always  accorded  a warm 
welcome  at  his  fireside.  He  died  September  18, 
1847,  and  was  buried  in  the  Union  cemetery  at 
Stratford.  He  was  bred  a Presbyterian,  in  com- 
mon with  the  rest  of  the  Wheeler  family,  but 
after  his  marriage  to  Phebe  Beardslee,  who  had 
been  educated  in  the  Church  of  England,  he 
with  his  wife  attended  the  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  she  was  a communicant,  and  into  which 
all  their  children  were  admitted  by  the  holy 
sacraments  of  Baptism  and  Confirmation.  It 
was  commonly  said  of  him  in  Stratford  that  he 
never  had  an  enemy,  so  great  was  the  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held.  His  occupation  was  farm- 
ing, and  several  old  account  books  owned  and 
used  by  him  which  are  still  in  the  possession  of 
the  family,  show  the  methodical  way  in  which 
his  business  was  conducted. 

To  Stephen  and  Phebe  (Beardslee)  Wheeler 
were  born  four  children,  as  follows:  Mary  Cur- 

tis, born  November  14,  1813,  died  March  5,  1836; 
Louisa  Anne,  born  May  16,  1815;  Sarah  Eliza- 
beth, born  February  12,  1818;  Margaret  Eleanor, 
born  March  13,  1820,  died  October  15,  >884- 

Mary  Wheeler,  eldest  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Phebe  (Beardslee)  Wheeler,  married.  May  15. 
1832,  Henry  Clancy  Scott,  son  of  James  and 
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Elizabeth  (Clancy)  Scott,  of  New  York.  To  them 
were  born  two  sons,  namely:  Henry  Clancy, 

born  at  Stratford,  May  7,  1833,  died  at  Derby, 
Conn.,  July  13,  1856;  and  Stephen  Wheeler, 
born  at  Little  Bay  Side  (Flushing),  L.  I.,  June 
11,  1835,  and  now  residing  at  Osakis,  Douglas 
Co.,  Minnesota. 

Louisa  Anne,  the  second  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Phebe  Wheeler,  married  Charles  Gilbert,  of 
Stratford,  in  1842.  He  died  March  3,  1877;  she 
still  resides  in  Stratford.  To  them  were  born 
four  children:  Mary  Louisa,  born  in  1847,  died 

December  22.  1868.  Margaret  Allen,  born  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1848,  married  Frederick  C.  Beach,  son 
of  Alfred  E.  Beach,  of  Munn  & Co.,  publishers 
of  the  “Scientific  American;”  they  reside  at 
Stratford.  William  Howard,  born  in  1851,  died 
April  17,  1864.  Fanny  Louise,  born  in  1856, 
died  March  13,  1873. 

Sarah  Elizabeth,  the  third  daughter,  mar- 
ried, November  26,  1837,  Henry  Clancy  Scott,  of 
New  York  City,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Clancy)  Scott,  who  was  born  in  1808,  and  died 
January  19,  1848.  She  now  resides  at  Bridge- 
port, Conn.  To  them  were  born  two  sons: 
James  Griffith,  born  at  Stratford,  January  9, 
1839.  married  February  13,  1872,  at  Garner- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  Caroline  Louisa  Garner,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Caroline  (Wheeler)  Garner. 
For  thirteen  years  he  held  the  position  of  secre- 
tary of  the  Rockland  Print  Works  at  Garner- 
ville,  and  then  became  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Bennett,  Rowan  & Scott,,  brick  manufacturers 
at  Haverstraw,  N.  Y.,  of  which  Garnerville  is  a 
suburb. 

Thomas  Carnley  Scott,  the  younger  son,  was 
born  at  “ Moscow  ’’(Stratford),  September  4, 
1841,  married  December  20,  1865,  Margaret 
Jane,  daughter  of  William  M.  and  Amelia  Louisa 
Dunning,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.  She  died  at 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  December  17,  1876.  To 

them  were  born  two  children:  Emme  Louise, 

born  April  14,  1869,  and  Bertha  Frances,  born 
April  28,  1874.  ' 

Margaret  Eleanor,  the  youngest  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Phebe  (Beardslee)  Wheeler,  was 
born  at  Stratford,  March  13,  1820.  She  mar- 
ried James  Clifford  Allen,  son  of  James  Clifford 
and  Hanna  (Hinmon)  Allen,  of  Bridgeport.  They 
resided  in  Brooklyn.  N.  Y..  where  they  both 
died  in  1884,  the  former  on  October  15,  and  the 
latter  in  November  of  the  same  year.  To  them 
were  born  five  children:  James  Clifford,  Jr.; 

Francis  Hamilton,  who  died  in  1875;  Margaret 
Eleanor,  married  to  William  B.  Gould,  who  is 
in  business  in  New  York  City;  they  reside  at 


Montrose  (Orange),  N.  J.  Theodore  Hinman, 
who  resides  in  California.  Harriet  White,  wbo 
married  Henry  W.  Raymond,  son  of  the  late 
Henry  Jarvis  Raymond,  of  the  New  York  7i»w; 
they  now  reside  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  Mr.  Ray- 
mond being  private  secretary  to  Benjamin  F. 
Tracey,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


VIII.  John  P.  Wheeler,  in  his  lifetime  a 
prominent  resident  of  Stratford  was,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  foregoing,  of  the  eighth  generation 
in  descent  from  I.  Moses  Wheeler  (1),  the  immi- 
grant. He  was  born  August  30, 1825,  in  theold 
Wheeler  homestead  on  the  Ferry  road,  in  the 
town  of  Stratford,  where  he  attended  the  com- 
mon school  and  the  academy.  Reared  to  farm 
work,  he  was  always  interested  in  agriculture. 

In  18 — Mr. Wheeler  was  married  to  Harriet 
A.  Baldwin,  daughter  of  Noah  Baldwin,  of  Mil- 
ford, and  settled  upon  a farm  which  he  had  pur- 
chased in  Derby.  This  farm  he  shortly  alter 
sold  to  good  advantage.  He  then  moved  to 
Stratford,  where  he  bought  several  different 
farms,  and  sold  each  one  at  a profit.  He  finally 
bought  a large  tract  of  land  on  the  Ferry  road 
nearly  opposite  the  old  homestead,  where  be 
built  a large,  comfortable  house.  Here  he  lived 
until  shortly  after  his  wife's  death,  which  oc- 
curred April  19,  1892. 

Their  union  had  been  blessed  with  six  chil- 
dren: Emma,  Noah,  Sarah,  Harriet,  Lewis  and 
Sterling.  On  December  7,  1893,  Mr.  Wheeler 
was  again  wedded,  this  time  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
I.  dark,  who  was  born  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  a 
daughter  of  Nathan  W.  and  MaryJ.  Clark,  the 
former  a native  of  Milford,  the  latter  of  Strat- 
ford. At  thjs  time  he  built  a handsome  residence 
in  the  center  of  Stratford,  upon  the  main  street, 
where  he  enjoyed  the  comforts  of  life  in  his  de- 
clining years.  By  this  marriage  there  was  one 
child  whose  memory  was  sacred  and  sweet,  a 
daughter  named  Miriam  Elizabeth,  born  Sep- 
tember 22,  1894,  and  died  December  2,  i897- 

Although  Mr.  Wheeler  had  sold  a good  por- 
tion of  his  property,  he  still  retained  the  old 
Wheeler  homestead,  which  had  been  in  the 
family  for  so  many  generations. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Wheeler  occurred  Janos')’ 
27,  1899,  as  a result  of  injuries  received  fro® 
being  thrown  from  a wagon,  caused  by  the  run- 
ning away  of  a pair  of  horses.  He  was  seventy- 
three  years  old  at  the  time-  In  religions  fat' 
he  was  identified  with,  and  enrolled  upon,  t e 
membership  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  to  which  w 
contributed  regularly  during  his  life,  and  ® 
which  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a meml ber 
of  the  official  board,  serving  on  the  board  0 
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stewards.  By  his  will  the  M F fv.  l 
Stratford  received  about  seven  thousand  dollars 

sti tuted  h ° the  reS'dUe  °f  his  estate-  ‘°  be  con- 
st tuted  a permanent  fund  to  be  known  as  ■ ■ ThV 

Miriam  E.  Wheeler  Memorial  Fund  " fn  h 

Do/it'6  11  hIC  daughter  whom  he  dearly  loved  °n°n 
pobtiM  he  was  a Republican,  but  never  sought 
public  office  or  engaged  in  active  party  work  & 
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JFATSON  E.  RICE,  M.  D..  one  of  the  new 

whS  he°herS-  t°1Stamford-  Airfield  county 
„■  , he  has  just  been  established  in  the  prac’ 

a°  d'retr;  T ^ ^ a “ 

Massachuseas  6 PhyS,C,“n  3t  N°rth  Graf‘°”. 

Mas?°rnrDRCember  I5'  l848-  at  Shrewsbury, 
who  wa?an  “ a S?"  0f  Rev-  Gardner  Rice 
w , *ducator  of  considerable  note.  He 

Episcoplfchurchdahn?d  minister  of  the  Methodist 
years TL  a V"1  never  took  a charge.  For 
Sa]emhandSdh  dKCademieS  at  H°lK«‘on.  New 
setts.  ' NathanljTce"^'  f1*  points  in  Massachu- 
Rice  u R - the  father  of  Rev.  Gardner 

su§cr  passST3^"4^3^3^'  Mass-  Our 

Athol,  Berlin  and1SSh  y K°d  at  NeW  Sale,n' 
schooled  prin^allv  ^ MaSS'  He  was 
ther  P der  the  tultlon  o{  his  fa- 

s’* yea^wlTenla  h'mselfuf°r  teaching-  and  for 
native  State  VU  tb,at  Profession  in  his 

burg,  W Va  anH  taught  some  in  Parkers- 
the  study  of  mpHd  Wh'  C tJeaching  ‘here  he  began 

Willham  Gilman  of  etha"t  rithe  dirIection  of  Dr- 

tered  the  Medira’l  n *bat  P ace‘  Later  he  en- 
Michigan  Ann  i PepartJnent  of  ‘he  University 
years '^course11  and  rb°r’  wbere  he  took  a three- 
his  graduation  h-1  W3f  Sraduated  in  1 872.  After 
Mich,,  remaining  L°C,  ed  prac‘ice  at  Plymouth, 
went  to  North  Craf?  y 'u°  months:  from  there  he 
years  and  six  mom  Maas  - where  for  nineteen 
tation  of  bew  J ^ \h*made  for  himself  the  repu- 

Practice  at  ?},!,  *•  physic,an-  He  sold  his 
Wash,  where  h*  P°'nt, and  went  to  Seattle, 

In  Mav  .Re,  be  passed  ‘he  winter  of  1891-92. 
where  yh;'h8a9s2’S)hnece,0hca‘ed  a*  Stamford,  Conn., 
Professional  duties,  actlvely  engaged  in  his 

setts  Medical^nn-  f member  of  the  Massachu- 
or  for  twelve  vea  'E  y’  °a  'J,bicb  he  was  counsel- 
Medical  Society  nf  °i!  Jhe  Fairfield  County 
president  in  thPc  f WblC/b  be  was  elected  vice- 
a member  of  Ihe 0™!°/,.' *9S\  . H.e  ^selected 


hlalth  alFraat  men?,ber  °f.  thf  Stamford  board  of 
Health.  Fraternally,  he  is  identified  withRitten- 

house  Chapter.  also  with  the  Commandery  F. 

Mr'  a‘  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  is  a member 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum  at  Stamford. 

Doctor  Rice  was  married,  at  North  Grafton 
filldS'M°  M,ss  ,Emma  F.  Pierce,  West  Brookl 

with’»hlaSfSnand  thelr  h°me  has  been  blessed 
Mpr,i  pK  °Wing  "amed  ch ifdren : Winthrop 

Merton,  Philip  Bernard  and  Rowland  Granville^ 


a member  of  the  r g 898-  He  was  electee 
>898.  Doc  * pGeneraIAssemb,y  in  November, 
has  taken  much^n?  cominK  to  Stamford 

and  he  is  now  ntereat  ln  ‘he  public  schools. 

now  a member  of  the  school  board. 


NE  REW  B.  CURTISS,  a resident  of  Step- 
_ ney,  Monroe  township,  Fairfield  county 
as  since  early  manhood  been  connected  with 
some  of  the  most  important  business  enterprises 
of  that  place,  and  as  the  successor  of  his  father 
has  made  the  name  of  Curtiss  a synonym  in 
Stepney  for  progress,  industry  and  honorable 
conduct  in  all  matters,  business  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Curtiss  is  a native  of  the  town,  born  July 
25,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Barnum  Curtiss,  who 
tounded  the  business  now  carried  on  by  his  son 
and  is  still  remembered  by  the  people  as  a most 
deservedly  successful  business  man  and  a public- 
spirited  citizen.  Barnum  Curtiss  was  born  Janu- 
ary 31,  1807,  in  Southbury,  New  Haven  Co. 
Conn.,  and  was  one  of  the  five  children  of  Lewis 
and  Polly  Curtiss,  viz.:  Barnum;  Mary  (Mrs 

Northrop)  born  October  6.  1808;  Samantha 
(Mrs.  Styles  Johnson),  born  August  27,  1813; 
Alfred  (now  deceased),  born  July  8.  1818;  and 
Lewis  born  April  17,  1825,  living  in  Huntington, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.  Lewis  Curtiss,  Sr.,  mar- 
ried a second  time,  and  by  that  union  had  one 
son,  Stiles,  who  was  born  November  6.  1838 
and  died  April  5,  1842.  The  father  passed  away 
September  12,  1839.  The  great-grandfather. 
Samuel  Curtiss,  married  Hannah  Sears.  He  had 
a sister  Allie  and  a brother  Doremus. 

When  sixteen  years  old  Barnum  Curtiss  com- 
menced to  learn  the  blacksmith’s  trade  with  a 
Mr.  Kelsey,  of  Southbury,  and  after  serving  a 
five-years’  apprenticeship  worked  at  the  trade 
two  and  one-half  years  as  a journeyman.  He 
then  became  interested  in  milling,  which  he  sub- 
sequently made  the  principal  business  of  his 
life.  For  three  years  he  followed  it  at  South 
Britain,  Conn.,  for  the  next  eight  years  worked 
at  Southford,  and  then  went  to  Platts- 
ville  (so  named  for  the  Platt  family),  where  he 
remained  a year  and  a half.  In  1840  he  came  to 
Stepney  and  bought  a half-interest  in  the  mill 
property  of  Captain  Leavenworth,  in  partner- 
ship with  whom  he  carried  on  milling  until  the 
Captain’s  death,  when  he  bought  out  the  heirs 
and  became  sole  owner.  The  original  mill  erected 
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on  this  site  was  probably  one  hundred  years  old, 
but  Mr.  Curtiss  replaced  that  and  all  the  other 
buildings  on  the  property  with  modern  structures, 
erecting  the  mill  now  conducted  by  A.  B.  Curtiss. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1891,  he  was  proba- 
bly one  of  the  oldest  millers  in  Fairfield  county, 
having  been  engaged  in  that  business  from  the 
time  of  his  settlement  here  in  1840.  Soon  after 
his  removal  to  Stepney  he  bought  the  depot  busi- 
ness and  store,  which  he  carried  on  until  Captain 
Leavenworth’s  death,  when  he  sold  it,  and  later, 
in  connection  with  his  son,  Andrew  B.,  he  built  a 
store  and  resumed  mercantile  business,  continu- 
ing this  until  his  death.  In  addition  to  their  mer- 
cantile and  milling  interests,  B.  Curtiss  & Son  had 
at  one  time  an  extensive  plaster  business,  which 
was  carried  on  in  a most  successful  way.  Bar- 
num  Curtiss  was  a strictly  business  man,  devoted 
to  his  commercial  affairs,  and  he  acquired  a wide 
reputation  for  ability,  unswerving  integrity,  good 
judgment  and  shrewdness  in  financial  matters, 
characteristics  which  he  had  plenty  of  opportun- 
ity for  displaying  in  his  own  career.  These  traits 
were  made  doubly  valuable,  however,  by  his  per- 
sistent industry,  which  was  probably  of  the  most 
practical  account  to  him. 

On  November  25,  1828,  Barnum  Curtiss  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Levina  Platt,  who  was 
born  March  4,  1802,  daughter  of  Amos  Platt,  and 
died  November  I,  1850,  leaving  two  children: 
Ann  Eliza,  born  January  5,  1832.  who  married 
Charles  W.  Northrop  and  died  January  23,  1864; 
and  Andrew  Barnum.  On  July  13,  1851,  Mr. 
Curtiss  married  (for  his  second  wife)  Eunice  M. 
Morehouse,  who  passed  away  February  25,  1862; 
she  had  no  children.  By  his  third  wife,  Martha 
L.  (Allen),  whom  he  wedded  August  26,  1862, 
Mr.  Curtiss  had  one  daughter,  Jennie  L.v  born 
April  2i,  1865,  now  Mrs.  Clarence  J.  Willett. 
Mrs.  Martha  L.  Curtiss  died  December  10,  1883, 
and  on  July  26,  1885,  Mr.  Curtiss  married  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Cowles,  who  survives  him.  He  departed 
this  life  December  25,  1891.  A devout  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  he  was  one  of  the  trustees 
of  that  society  at  Stepney.  In  political  sentiment 
he  was  a Whig  originally,  and  after  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party  he  united  with  that  body. 

Andrew  B.  Curtiss  received  a thorough  prac- 
tical education  during  his  early  years,  attending 
the  common  school  of  Stepney  for  a time,  and 
the  private  school  kept  by  Elisha  Booth  for  one 
year,  leaving  when  about  sixteen.  Since  that 
time  his  life  has  been  one  of  constant  industry; 
but  being  fond  of  reading  he  has  succeeded  in 
keeping  abreast  of  the  times,  and  is  a well- 
informed  man.  After  his  school  life  was  over  he 
had  to  “ buckle  to’’  and  assist  his  father  in  act- 


ive business,  the  latter  giving  him  a partnership 
share  in  April,  1865,  just  a few  months  before 
he  reached  his  majority.  The  firm  name  was 
changed  to  B.  Curtiss  & Son,  and  the  partner- 
ship was  only  dissolved  by  the  father’s  death, 
though  for  several  years  prior  to  that  event  the 
son  was  the  responsible  member  of  the  firm  and 
shouldered  all  the  work.  This  firm  has  for  the 
past  three  or  four  decades  enjoyed  the  reputation 
of  being  the  oldest  and  most  important  one  in 
the  town,  and  the  son  has  not  been  less  energetic 
than  the  father  in  pushing  his  way  along  the 
road  to  success.  His  commercial  interests  have 
of  course  absorbed  the  greater  share  of  bis  time 
and  attention,  and  leave  little  room  for  other 
affairs,  though  he  has  always  taken  a patriotic 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  gen- 
eral. He  has  served  one  year  as  selectman,  and 
in  1882  was  honored  with  election  to  the  State 
Legislature,  representing  his  district  for  one  term. 

On  February  It,  1868,  Mr.  Curtiss  wedded 
Miss  Hattie  A.  Banks,  daughter  of  Morris  and 
Amelia  M.  (Mallett)  Banks,  of  Easton,  Conn. 
Three  children  bless  this  union,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  Lillian  Gertrude,  born  July  7,  1872,  died 
September  1 1 , same  year;  Royal  Barnum,  born 

February  17,  1874,  was  graduated  from  Worces- 
ter Academy  in  the  class  of  ’94,  and  now  fills  a 
responsible  position  as  head  bookkeeper  for 
Marsh  Bros.,  of  Bridgeport;  Arthur  Banks,  who 
is  successfully  following  the  photographic  busi- 
ness, was  born  July  19,  1875.  Mr.  Curtiss  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Stepney, 
of  which  he  formerly  served  as  deacon  some 
years,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  regular  Church 
committee.  Socially,  he  and  his  son,  Royal 
Barnum,  are  members  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
in  which  each  has  attained  to  the  degree  of 
Knight  Templar.  Royal  Barnum  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 


WL.  GRISWOLD,  M.  D„  of  Greenwich, 

Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  has  more  than  a 

local  reputation  as  a skillful  physician  and  sur- 
geon, especially  the  latter,  in  which  connection 
he  is  known  and  consulted  over  quite  an  exten- 
sive  territory.  Doctor  Griswold  has  apparent!) 
been  endowed  by  nature  with  those  special  qual- 
ities without  which  no  one,  however  learned, 
could  succeed  in  his  profession,  and  it  is  not  at 
all  unlikely  that  he  has  inherited  these  tenden- 
cies, for  he  is  the  son  of  an  even  more  widely 
known  physician,  Dr.  R.  B.  Griswold,  of  Banks- 
ville,  N.  Y.  He  is  descended  from  hardy  New 
England  ancestry,  a brief  record  of  which  wil 
not  be  out  of  place  here. 
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Daniel  Griswold  is  the  first  of  the  family  in 
this  country  of  whom  we  have  any  mention.  He 
had  a son,  also  named  Daniel,  and  the  latter's 
son,  Seth,  was  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
Dr.  W.  L.  Griswold.  Seth  Griswold  died  about 
1813.  His  son,  Roswell  Griswold,  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  and  died  at  New  Marlboro,  Conn., 
in  middle  age.  He  was  a large  man,  six  feet 
tall,  well  built,  and  possessed  of  unusual  phys- 
ical strength.  He  was  three  times  married,  and 
was  the  father  of  eleven  children — seven  sons  and 
four  daughters — viz. : Willis,  who  died  in  Indi- 

ana; Hiram,  a lawyer,  who  died  in  Leavenworth, 
Kans. ; Lucretia  (Mrs.  Ishmael  Northway),  de- 
ceased in  New  York  State;  Lucius;  Joel  Grant, 
who  died  in  Winsted;  Almira,  who  was  twice 
married,  and  died  in  Tuscarora.  N.  Y.;  James, 
of  Auburn,  Jnd.;  Nelson,  who  died  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  Ellen  A.  (Mrs.  Phillips),  living  in  Win- 
sted, Conn.;  Edward,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  and 
one  daughter  who  died  young. 

Lucius  Griswold  was  born  July  12,  1810,  in 
Colebrook,  Conn.,  a son  of  Roswell  and  Jerusha 
(Grant)  Griswold,  the  latter  being  a daughter  of 
Joel,  a kinsman  of  Ulysses  S.  Grant.  He  re- 
ceived a common-school  education,  and  was 
reared  at  his  native  place,  remaining  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  reached  his  majority.  On 
March  27,  1834,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Julia  E.  Barnard,  who  was  born  November 
22,  1811,  in  Colebrook,  a daughter  of  Asa  Bar- 
nard. The  young  couple  commenced  housekeep- 
ing in  their  native  town,  Mr.  Griswold  engaging 
for  a time  in  cheese  making  and  farming  on  a 
small  scale.  In  the  early  “forties, ” however, 
he  began  selling  scythes  for  Boyd  & Son,  of 
Winsted,  Conn.,  and  later  for  Williams  & Bur- 
bank, who  were  in  the  same  line,  finally  entering 
the  employ  of  the  Winsted  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, for  whom  he  traveled  thirty  years,  his  ter- 
ritory touching  six  States  of  the  Union.  He  at 
length  abandoned  this  life  on  account  of  his  in- 
valid wife,  and  settled  down  at  his  home  in 
Winsted,  whither  he  had  long  ago  removed  his 
family,  remaining  there  until  her  death,  which 
occurred  July  12,  1884.  Their  family  consisted 
of  three  children:  Ralph  B. ; Ward  W.,  who 

died  when  four  months  old;  and  an  adopted 
daughter,  Ellen  E.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  J. 
Edgar  Pine,  of  Winsted.  Shortly  after  his  wife’s 
decease  Lucius  Griswold  went  to  make  his  home 
with  his  son  at  Banksville,  where  he  still  resides, 
a remarkably  active  and  well-preserved  old  gen- 
tleman, with  memory  and  faculties  unimpaired. 
Originally  a Whig  in  political  sentiment,  he 
joined  the  Republican  party  on  its  organization, 
and  is  a loyal  member  thereof  to  this  day.  He 


is  a Methodist  in  Church  connection.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Win- 
sted for  many  years. 

Ralph  B.  Griswold  was  born  January  18, 
1835,  at  Colebrook,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where 
he  received  his  elementary  education,  attending 
a private  school  in  that  town.  Later  he  was  a 
pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  Winsted,  and  dur- 
ing his  early  manhood  he  engaged  in  teaching 
for  a year,  at  Stroudsburg,  Penn.  He  began  his 
medical  studies  in  the  office  of  Dr.  H.  B.  Steele, 
a successful  practitioner  of  Winsted,  subsequent- 
ly entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons in  New  York  City  (the  medical  department 
of  Columbia  College),  and  in  1856  graduated 
from  the  Eclectic  Medical  College,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  For  one  year  following  he  was  resident 
physician  in  Doctor  Strong’s  Sanitarium,  at  Sar- 
atoga, N.  Y.,  locating  in  April,  1857,  at  Banks- 
ville, where  he  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in 
general  practice.  Success  beyond  the  average 
has  attended  him  in  his  profession,  for  he  has  ac- 
quired a most  extensive  practice,  due  no  less  to 
his  many  admirable  personal  qualifications  than 
to  his  thorough  knowledge  of  medicine  and  his 
wide  experience.  The  upright  physician’s  in- 
fluence is  always  peculiarly  effective  for  good  in 
a community,  and  that  this  has  been  true  of 
Doctor  Griswold  is  but  shown  by  the  resolutions 
tendered  him  on  April  15,  1897,  the  fortieth  an- 
niversary of  his  settlement  in  Banksville,  testi- 
fying to  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 
The  document,  which  came  as  a surprise  to  him 
and  entirely  unsolicited,  expressed  appreciation 
of  his  worth  and  excellent  and  creditable  serv- 
ices, etc.,  and  bore  the  signatures  of  one  hun- 
dred of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  neighborhood. 
No  higher  tribute  could  be  paid  to  any  man  ! 

Doctor  Griswold  has  been  very  active  in  the 
social,  religious  and  civic  life  of  the  town  of 
which  he  has  so  long  been  an  honored  resident, 
and  has  been  foremost  in  supporting  every  meas- 
ure and  project  for  progress  or  improvement.  He 
is  a stanch  member  of  the  Republican  party,  in 
whose  success  he  takes  a deep  interest,  not, 
however,  as  a politician  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 
the  term,  for  he  has  never  sought  office,  though 
he  has  been  elected  road  commissioner,  and 
served  in  that  position  for  years.  As  an  efficient 
worker  and  liberal  supporter  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  he  is  well-known  all  over  the 
section,  being  a prominent  member  of  the  East- 
ern New  York  Conference  (in  which  he  is  a 
steward),  vice-president  of  the  Westchester 
County  (N.  Y.)  Bible  Society,  and  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  work  of  the  Banksville  congrega- 
tion, where  he  has  held  various  offices;  he  has 
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been  chorister  of  the  Church  for  a number  of 
years.  During  the  existence  of  the  Sons  of 
Temperance  he  was  one  of  its  most  enthusiastic 
members,  and  served  as  grand  worthy  patriarch 
of  New  York  State;  at  present  he  belongs  to 
Kisco  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Mt.  Kisco,  N.  Y., 
and  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A. 
M.,  of  Banksville. 

In  1858  Dr.  Griswold  married  Miss  Mary  J. 
Derby,  of  Winsted,  Conn.,  the  daughter  of  An- 
drew Derby,  who  died  when  she  was  a mere 
child.  Four  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
two  of  whom  are  living:  W.  L.,  and  Julia  Alice, 

the  latter  of  whom  was  married  in  April,  1898, 
to  Wilbur  W.  Cooper,  of  the  Strong  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  of  Winsted.  The  Doctor  and  his 
family  occupy  a commodious  modern  residence  at 
Banksville,  which  he  erected.  He  is  an  excellent 
judge  of  fine  horseflesh,  and  it  would  be  difficult 
to  find  any  one  who  thinks  more  of  a good  horse, 
or  admires  one  more  ardently;  he  has  owned 
several  excellent  animals. 

William  Loomis  Griswold  was  born  February 
12,  1861,  near  Banksville,  in  which  village  he 
received  his  first  schooling,  being  sent  to  both 
public  and  private  institutions.  Later  he  at- 
tended the  private  school  at  Long  Ridge,  Conn., 
conducted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Shepherd,  and,  for  two 
years,  the  public  high  school  at  Winsted,  Conn., 
in  the  fall  of  1878  entering  the  Scientific  Depart- 
ment of  Yale  College,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated with  honor  in  the  class  of  1881,  with  the 
degree  of  Ph.  B.  In  the  year  following  he  taught 
school  in  his  native  town,  matriculating  in  the 
fall  of  1882  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, in  New  York  City,  and  graduated  there- 
from in  the  spring  of  1885.  In  July  of  that  year 
he  settled  in  Greenwich.  In  surgery  and  obstet- 
rics he  has  met  with  especial  success,  his  services 
in  these  lines  being  sought  far  and  near,  making 
him  prominent  among  the  medical  men  of  Fair- 
field  county. 

The  Doctor  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity  in  Fairfield  county,  belonging 
to  Acacia  Lodge  No.  85,  of  Greenwich;  Ritten- 
house  Chapter  No.  11.  R.  A.  M..  of  Stamford; 
and  Washington  Council  No.  6,  R.  & S.  M.  On 
April  4,  1889,  Doctor  Griswold  married  Mrs. 
Mattie  (Kingman)  Conkey,  daughter  of  Frank 
Kingman,  Esq.,  of  Enfield,  Massachusetts. 


WILLIAM  H.  NORRIS,  cigar  manufacturer, 
No.  66  Keeler  street,  Danbury,  Conn, 
(established  1891),  is  a native  of  Norwalk,  Conn, 
having  been  born  there  July  8,  i860,  locating  in 
Danbury  May  1,  1883. 


Mr.  Norris  married  Miss  Kate  J.  Kulm,  of 
Matteawan,  N.  Y.,  at  Danbury,  July  27, 1884, 
and  three  children  resulted  from  said  union:  Tbt 
first,  a son,  died  in  infancy;  the  second,  also  a 
son,  is  now  thirteen  years  of  age,  being  born  July 
29,  1886;  and  a daughter,  eleven  years  old,  har- 
ing been  born  June  23,  1888.  Mr.  Norris  estab- 
lished his  present  business  in  May,  1891,  at  No. 
128  Liberty  street.  Danbury,  removing  to  bis 
present  factory  in  March,  1898. 


TTfENRY  H.  KNAPP.  In  the  early  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century  came  from  England 
four  brothers  by  the  name  of  Knapp,  who  set- 
tled first  in.  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  then,  sepa- 
rating, became  pioneers  of  various  places  in  tie 
Eastern  States.  One  of  these  four  brothers, 
Caleb  Knapp,  born  in  1709,  settled  in  the  town 
of  Norfolk,  Litchfield  county,  and  there  married, 
and  reared  a family  of  children,  among  whom 
was  a son  Samuel,  born  in  1746.  Caleb  Knapp 
died  in  1788. 

Samuel  Knapp  married  Miss  Mercy  Holt,  0! 
Litchfield  county,  and  with  his  bride  began  lilt 
on  a farm  there,  continuing  to  follow  agricult- 
ural pursuits  to  the  end  of  his  days.  He  died 
November  16,  1824.  There,  too,  was  reared 
their  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  we  haw 
the  following  record:  (1)  Ezekiel  followed  fann- 

ing at  East  Candor,  N.  Y.,  and  also  practiced 
his  profession,  that  of  medicine;  he  married  Rotb 
Pyke,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children — Homer,  Harmon,  Laura,  Sarah, Mary, 
Ezekiel  W.  and  Mercy.  (2)Bushnel  was  a fanner 
in  Norfolk;  he  married  Dency  Hall,  and  they 
had  five  children — Horace,  Desire,  Lucy,  Ann 
E.  and  Lorella.  (3)  Caleb  was  a farmer;  be 
married,  and  was  the  father  of  the  following 
named  children — Orin,  Highland,  Lyman,  Phi- 
lander, Charlotte,  Amy  and  Harriette.  (4) Fran- 
cis is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (5)  1M1C 
married  and  had  two  children,  Isaac  and  George, 
he  was  a Presbyterian  minister,  located  at  West- 
field,  Mass.,  where  he  died. 

Francis  Knapp  married  Amelia  Benedict,  of 
the  town  of  Canaan,  Litchfield  county;  she'”5 
a daughter  of  Francis  K.  Benedict,  who  was  the 
son  of  James,  who  was  the  son  of  Thomas,  *W 
was  the  son  of  Samuel,  one  of  the  earliest  pio- 
neers from  England.  After  their  marriage  Mj- 
and  Mrs.  Francis  Knapp  began  their  home  It* 
on  the  farm  in  Canaan,  and  he  engaged  in  teac  • 
ing  school  and  taught  singing.  He  was  also  a 
carpenter.  To  their  union  two  children 
born:  Henry  Holt,  the  subject  proper  of  tbs 

review;  and  Alpheus.  The  father  died  Novem- 
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ber  6.  1826.  and  on  May  20,  1839,  the  mother 
married  Joshua  B.  Trowbridge,  who  died  Febru- 
ary 22,  1870.  She  survived  him,  passing  to  her 
eternal  rest  October  30,  1879.  In  politics  Mr. 
Knapp  was  a Democrat,  and  religiously  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Alpheus  Knapp  was  born  June  22,  1822;  he 
married  Lydia  Carpenter,  and  settled  on  a farm 
in  Columbia  county,  Wis. , where  he  died  in 
June,  1868.  He  was  the  father  of  five  children 
— Francis  B.,  Phoebe,  Charles,  Ann  Janet  and 
Samuel. 

Henry  H.  Knapp,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  born  on  the.  old  farm  in  Canaan, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  February  3,  1819.  Here 
he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  neighboring  district  schools,  and  here  he  also 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  In  1844  he  came 
to  Danbury,  following  his  trade  until  about  i860, 
when  he  bought  the  farm  of  1 50  acres  on  which 
he  now  resides,  devoting  his  time  to  general  farm- 
ing and  the  nursery  business.  In  early  life  he 
was  in  the  tobacco  business  for  a short  time.  In 
his  chosen  occupation  Mr.  Knapp  has  met  with 
remarkable  success,  his  business  acumen  and  rare 
judgment  proving  good  guarantees  for  financial 
success. 

On  February  3,  1852.  Mr.  Knapp  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Lois  J.  Andrews,  a native  of  the 
town  of  Bethel,  and  a daughter  of  Aaron  An- 
drews and  granddaughter  of  Eden  Andrews,  of 
the  same  place.  Three  children  have  come  to 
bless  this  union:  Mary  Viola,  Hannah  M.  and 

Frances  J.  Mary  married  Elijah  Betts,  a farmer 
of  Wilton,  Fairfield  county,  who  died  September 
28,  1878;  she  has  two  children — Henry  B.  and 
Alpheus  E.  Mr.  Knapp  is  considered  one  of  the 
most  substantial  men  in  the  county,  and  his  ad- 
vice on  financial  questions  is  often  sought  by  his 
friends  and  acquaintances.  He  is  conscientious 
in  the  performance  of  duty.  Firm  in  his  convic- 
tions, and  determined  to  do  right,  at  the  national 
election  in  1896  he  rose  above  party  and  petty 
strife  of  mere  partisanship,  and  although  for  years 
a Democrat  in  politics  cast  his  vote  with  the  peo- 
ple, for  William  McKinley.  He  is  public-spirited 
and  progressive,  and  liberally  endorses  any  move- 
ment tending  to  advance  the  moral  and  material 
interests  of  town  or  county,  State  or  Nation. 


B)UMSEY  I.  FANCHER.  member  of  the  firm 
_L  of  Fancher  & Co.,  shoe  manufacturers,  is 
well-known  among  the  prosperous  business  men 
of  New  Canaan,  and  the  products  of  the  Fancher 
factory  are  known  to  retail  shoe  dealers  through- 
out the  country. 


Mr.  Fancher  was  born  September  7,  1854,  in 
the  town  of  Lewisboro,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y., 
a son  of  Eleazer  L.  Fancher,  who  was  also  a na- 
tive of  Lewisboro,  and  a grandson  of  Rumsey  B. 
Fancher,  who  was  a carpenter  at  Vista,  in  that 
town.  Eleazer  L.  Fancher  was  originally  en- 
gaged in  general  mercantile  business,  and  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  shoes  at  Vista,  in  his 
native  town,  making  them  by  the  old  hand  pro- 
cess. After  a few  years  he  commenced  to  turn 
out  machine-sewed  shoes,  and  in  1884  he  re- 
moved with  his  son,  Arthur  W.,  to  Norwalk, 
Conn.,  where  they  founded  the  firm  of  Fancher, 
Ruscoe  & Co.,  for  the  manufacture  of  machine- 
made  shoes,  using  power  and  machinery. . Six- 
teen months  later  (in  1885)  the  Fanchers  came 
to  New  Canaan,  and  established  themselves  in 
business  at  the  old  academy  in  Park  street,  op- 
erating under  the  firm  name  of  Fancher  & Co. 
(Eleazer,  Arthur  W.  and  Eugene  Fancher).  In 
1887  they  removed  to  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  in 
which  city  they  formed  the  Fancher  & Ten  Eyck 
Shoe  Company,  located  in  East  Washington 
avenue.  This  co-partnership  was  dissolved  in 
1891,  when  Eleazer  L.  Fancher  and  his  two 
sons,  Arthur  W.  and  Eugene,  returned  to  New 
Canaan,  here  forming  a partnership,  on  October 
1,  1891,  with  Rumsey  I.  Fancher,  and  they  have 
since  been  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  in  the 
factory  in  Railroad  avenue,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Fancher  & Co. 

On  January  25,  1848,  Eleazer  L.  Fancher 
was  married,  in  New  Canaan,  to  Elizabeth  Ray- 
mond, daughter  of  Arza  Raymond,  of  New 
Canaan,  and  they  had  four  children,  namely: 
Arthur  W. , Eugene,  Rumsey  I.  and  Emma  L. 
Of  these,  Eugene  married  Bessie  G.  Moseman, 
who  died  leaving  two  children  — Carleton  and 
Hazel.  Mr.  Fancher  took  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs  while  living  in  his  old  home  in  the 
town  of  Lewisboro,  and  he  served  as  postmaster 
at  Vista  for  twenty-eight  years;  be  was  also  a 
notary  public. 

Rumsey  I.  Fancher  was  reared  at  Vista,  and 
received  his  education  there  in  the  public  schools. 
He  learned  shoemaking  with  his  father,  and  after 
mastering  the  trade  worked  at  same  for  different 
manufacturers,  being  with  the  H.  W.  Merriam 
Shoe  Company,  Newton,  N.  J.,  for  a short  time, 
and  with  Robert  Dix,  of  Darien,  Conn.,  for 
about  a year,  and  then  went  to  work  for  the  firm 
of  E.  L.  & A.  W.  Fancher  at  Vista.  On  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1888,  he  came  to  New  Canaan  and 
commenced  the  manufacture  of  shoes  in  the  old 
Ayres  place,  corner  of  Maple  street  and  South 
avenue.  In  August  following  he  became  a part- 
ner with  Alva  L.  Dickens,  the  firm  style  being 
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R.  I.  Fancher  & Co.,  and  the  factory  was  re- 
moved to  the  brick  building  in  Railroad  avenue, 
where  the  Adams  Express  Company  is  now  lo- 
cated. This  partnership  was  dissolved  Septem- 
ber i,  1889,  and  Mr.  Fancher  resumed  business 
in  the  old  Ayres  place,  where  he  remained  until 
November  i,  1891,  the  date  of  the  removal  to 
the  present  location  of  the  Fancher  factory.  It 
is  fully  equipped  with  the  latest  and  most  im- 
proved machinery,  and  the  output,  consisting  of 
ladies’,  misses’  and  children’s  shoes,  has  a ready 
sale  among  the  best  retailers  all  over  the  country, 
who  find  it  a most  satisfactory  line  to  carry. 
The  sales  department  is  under  the  management 
of  Eugene  Fancher. 

Rumsey  I.  Fancher  was  married,  in  New 
Canaan,  to  Frances  J.  Raymond,  daughter  of 
Andrew  J.  Raymond,  of  that  town,  and  one  child 
has  been  born  to  them,  named  Florence  L.  Mr. 
Fancher  is  a member  of  Harmony  Lodge  No. 
67,  F.  & A.  M.,  as  are  also  his  father  and 
brother  Eugene.  The  latter  is  also  a member  of 
St.  John’s  Lodge.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Norwalk,  and 
of  the  Commercial  Travelers  Mutual  Accident 
Association  of  North  America.  Grandfather 
Rumsey  B.  Fancher  was  a charter  member  of 
Friendship  Division  No.  10,  of  New  Canaan, 
Sons  of  Temperance. 


H NATHANIEL  EUGENE  WORDIN,  M.  D.. 

1 one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Bridgeport, 
is  of  an  ancestry  long  identified  with  the  business 
interests  and  public  affairs  of  Bridgeport. 

Born  May  26,  1844,  in  the  city  of  which  he  is 
still  a resident,  Dr.  Wordin  is  of  the  fifth  gen- 
eration from  Capt.  William  Wordin,  who  was 
probably  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Jemima  Wor- 
din, of  Stratford,  the  line  of  his  descent  being 
through  William  (2),  Thomas  C.  and  Nathan- 
iel S. 

Capt.  William  Wordin  was  prominent  in  the 
settlement,  being  society’s  committee,  school 
committee,  and  captain  of  the  Freeholders  or 
Home  Guards.  He  bought  land  of  Ezra  Kirt- 
land,  May  2,  1772,  in  what  is  now  Bridgeport, 
corner  of  State  and  Park  avenue.  He  died  in 
1808,  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  his  wife,  who 
was  formerly  Anna  Odell,  of  Fairfield,  died  in 
1 80s,  aged  sixty-eight. 

William  W’ordin  (2)  married  Dorcas  Cook. 
He  died  April  15,  1814,  aged  fifty-four,  and  she 
died  July  25,  1854,  aged  ninety-one  years.  Their 
children  were  : Daniel,  who  died  in  New  York; 

Abijah,  whose  descendants  live  in  Bridgeport, N. 
Y. ; Susanna,  Anna,  Thomas  Cook,  Levi  and 
William. 


Thomas  Cook  Wordin  was  born  in  1787  k 
the  Wordin  homestead  that  stood  on  the  ground 
alluded  to  above,  on  the  northeast  corner  of  State 
street  and  Park  avenue.  From  the  time  he  was 
quite  a lad  until  he  was  twenty-one  he  was  a 
clerk  in  the  drugstore  of  Samuel  Darling,  of  New 
Haven,  and  from  the  time  he  was  twenty-one 
throughout  his  active  life  he  was  in  the  drug 
business  in  Bridgeport  in  a store  on  State  street 
just  west  of  the  old  post  office,  the  building  be- 
ing erected  by  him  in  about  1816.  He  was 
trained  in  Puritanical  ideas,  and  believed  in  them, 
and  his  integrity,  high  personal  honor  and  un- 
pretending life  were  the  consequence.  He  was 
the  owner  of  the  Norwalk  flouring-mills,  and  after 
some  years  he  remodeled  them  for  grinding  spices, 
and  the  first  ground  spices  in  the  market  in  this 
vicinity  were  from  his  mills.  He  offered  two 
thousand  dollars  toward  establishing  a public 
square  west  of  Cortland  street,  but  the  offer  was 
not  acted  upon.  He  died  November  20,  1852, 
aged  sixty-five.  In  1812  he  had  married  Ann, 
daughter  of  Philemon  Sherwood.  Abont  the 
close  of  the  war  of  1812  he  left  his  wife  and  in- 
fant son  (Nathaniel  S.  Wordin,  still  of  Bridge- 
port) for  a trip  to  Boston  on  the  sloop 
“Othello”  commanded  by  Capt.  Joel  Thorp 
They  were  captured  by  the  British,  and  Mr 
Wordin  had  great  difficulty  in  being  released  and 
returning  home.  While  he  was  gone  his  wile, 
becoming  alarmed  at  the  frequent  reports  that 
the  British  had  landed  to  pillage  Bridgeport,  tool 

her  infant  son  before  the  morning  dawn  and 
walked  to  her  father’s  house,  some  three  miles 
away.  The  children  born  to  this  couple  were: 
Nathaniel  s.,  bom  July  12,  1813;  Lucy  S.  mar- 
ried Edmund  S.  Hawley;  Susan  married  Charles 
Kelsey;  Thomas,  born  April  14,  1823,  died  May 
31,  1823;  Elmer  and  a twin  brother  (unnamed), 
born  September  23,  1824,  both  dying  in  infancy; 
Mary;  Ann  B.  married  Deacon  John  W.  Hincks. 
Caroline  married  W.  W.  Naramore;  Thomas C., 
born  October  21,  1826,  married  Betsey  Ann 
Plumb, of  Trumbull;  and  Elizabeth  died  in  1852, 
aged  twenty-three  years. 

Nathaniel  Sherwood  Wordin  was  born  July  !*• 
1813,  in  the  Wordin  homestead.  He  attended 
the  district  school  taught  by  Rev.  Asa  Bronson, 
pastor  of  the  Stratford  Baptist  Church.  Another 
of  his  early  teachers  was  Rev.  Mr.  Wilcox. 
next  attended  the  Easton  Academy,  taught  by 
the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Freeman,  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  When  fifteen  years  of  age 

he  became  a clerk  in  his  father's  drug  store,  an 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  became  a partner  m 
the  same.  Some  years  later  the  father  retir 
from  the  business  and  gave  his  attention  to  his 
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farm  and  his  NorwaJk  flouring-mills,  leaving  the 
son  in  full  control  of  the  drug  business.  This 
drug  store  was  the  local  point  for  calls  by  phy- 
sicians out  of  town,  and  seafaring  men  needing 
medicine.  He  prepared  medicine  chests,  with  a 
little  book  giving  the  name,  dose  and  purpose  of 
each  drug,  which  earned  for  the  druggist  quite  a 
reputation  and  the  title  “Doctor.”  About  1850 
he  retired  from  active  business,  leaving  the  in- 
terests of  the  store  to  his  brother.  On  May  29, 
1839,  Nathaniels.  Wordin  was  married  to  Fanny 
Augusta,  youngest  daughter  of  Dr.  Frederick 
Leavenworth,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  and  there 
were  born  to  them  children  as  follows:  Frederick 
Augustus  (deceased  in  infancy),  Helen  Caroline, 
Nathaniel  Eugene,  Fanny  Leavenworth,  and 
Thomas  Cook  (in  the  Customs  department.  New 
York  City). 

On  his  mother’s  side  Dr.  Wordin  is  descended 
from  Thomas  Leavenworth,  of  Southwark,  Eng- 
land, who  came  to  America  soon  after  the  res- 
toration of  Charles  II.  His  name  appears  of 
record  at  Woodbury,  Conn.,  in  1664.  The  line 
of  our  subject's  descent  is  through  Dr.  Thomas, 
Mark.  Jesse  L.,  Frederick  and  Fanny  Augusta. 
Dr.  Thomas  Leavenworth  was  a man  of  position, 
influence,  energy  and  wealth,  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  first  Church  at  Ripton  (now 
Huntington),  Connecticut. 

Rev.  Mark  Leavenworth,  son  of  Dr.  Thomas, 
was  born  in  1711  at  Stratford,  Conn.;  was  grad- 
uated from  Yale  College  in  1737;  was  appointed 
in  1760  chaplain  to  the  2nd  Conn.  Regt.,  and 
went  with  it  to  Canada. 

Col.  Jesse  Leavenworth,  son  of  Rev.  Mark, 
was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1759.  He 
became  a lieutenant  in  the  Governor's  Foot 
Guards  under  the  captaincy  of  Benedict  Arnold. 
When  the  news  from  Lexington  reached  New 
Haven,  the  company  volunteered  and  marched 
by  Pomfret,  taking  ••  Old  Put  ” along  with  them. 

Frederick  Leavenworth. son  of  Col.  Jesse  and 
the  grandfather  of  Dr.  Wordin,  was  born  in 
1766,  at  Waterbury,  Conn.  He  studied  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Isaac  Baldwin,  of  that  town,  and 
practiced  there  for  several  years.  He  was  not 
fond  of  the  drudgery  of  practice,  and  for  upwards 
of  twenty  years  prior  to  his  death  held  the  office 
of  postmaster.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Eugene  Wordin, 
the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  received  his 
elementary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  city,  then  took  the  academic  course  at 
Wilbraham,  Mass.  He  next  entered  Yale  Col- 
lege, and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1870. 
After  his  graduation  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine. and  after  having  completed  a full  course  at 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  in  1873, 


he  began  the  practice  of  that  profession  in  which 
he  has  since  continued  and  been  successful. 
Liberally  educated  in  the  sciences  and  classics, 
with  a natural  aptitude  from  the  start  for  the 
1 study  of  medicine  and  a love  for  reading  and 
1 study,  the  Doctor  is  a man  of  culture  and  supe- 
rior attainments.  He  has  kept  abreast  with  the 
advancement  made  in  the  science  and  practice  of 
medicine,  and  is  to-day  master  of  his  profession. 
He  has  high  standing  in  the  community,  both  pro- 
fessionally and  socially. 

In  1862,  then  a mere  boy,  young  Wordin, 
feeling  that  his  country  was  in  need  of  his  serv- 
ices, enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army,  and 
was  mustered  in  the  service  on  August  9,  of  that 
year,  as  a member  of  Company  I,  6th  Conn.  V. 
I.  The  Sixth  Regiment  was  in  the  Department 
of  the  South,  and  for  much  of  the  time  during 
the  latter  part  of  his  service  formed  a part  of  the 
Tenth  Army  Corps.  On  May  20,  1864,  it  was 
attached  to  Col.  Howell’s  brigade,  First  Division, 
Tenth  Army  Corps,  and  from  that  time  until 
January,  1865,  it  continued  its  operations  in 
southeast  Virginia,  taking  part  in  several  engage- 
ments before  Petersburg  and  Richmond.  It  is 
worth  mentioning,  for  its  historic  value  as  well 
as  to  the  credit  of  Dr.  Wordin.  that  he  entered 
Richmond  the  day  of  its  capture,  and  that  it  was 
his  hand  that  drew  up  Gen.  Shepley's  order 
placing  that  city  under  martial  law.  The  prin- 
cipal engagements  in  which  the  regiment  partici- 
pated were:  Pocotaligo,  Florida,  October  22, 

1862;  Morris  Island,  S.  C.,  July  10,  1863;  Fort 
Wagner,  S.  C.,  May  to,  1864;  near  Bermudai 
Hundred,  Va.,  from  May  10  to  June  18,  1864; 
Deep  Run,  Va.,  August  14  to  t8,  1864;  and 
Fort  Fisher.  January  15,  1865.  Serving  under 
Generals  Birney  and  Butler,  young  Wordin  bore 
an  honorable  and  gallant  part  throughout  his- 
term  of  service.  He  was  mustered  out  at  City 
Point,  Va.,June3,  1865. 

The  Doctor  has  been  secretary  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society  from  1 888  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  has  compiled  the  reports  of  the 
same.  In  1892  he  issued  the  Centennial  Volume 
of  1,068  pages,  which  he  compiled  and  edited 
throughout.  He  is  a member  of  the  following: 
The  Fairfield  County  Medical  Association;  the 
Bridgeport  Medical  Association,  being  secretary 
thereof  several  years,  and  its  president  fsom- 
1883  to  1885;  the  staff  of  Bridgeport  Hospital; 
the  American  Academy  of  Medicine  since  its  or- 
ganization; of  the  American  Public  Health  Asso- 
ciation, a Pan-American  association  embodying 
the  United  States,  Canada,  Mexico,  etc. ; the 
board  of  management  of  Fairfield  County  Tenv 
porary  Home;  and  (since  1890)  of  the  Connect- 
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icut  State  Board  of  Health.  He  is  physician  to 
the  Bridgeport  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  and 
visiting  surgeon  of  the  Bridgeport  Hospital. 
The  Doctor’s  practice  is  a general  one,  though 
he  makes  a specialty  of  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  United  Order  of 
the  Golden  Cross;  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution;  of  the  Fairfield  County  Historical 
Society;  and  of  the  Contemporary  Club.  In  re- 
ligious faith  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Bridgeport. 

On  December  25,  1879,  at  Wilmington,  Del., 
Dr.  N.  E.  Wordin  was  married  to  Eliza  Wood- 
ruff Barnes,  daughter  of  Julius  S.  Barnes,  M.  D., 
a graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1815,  and  of  Yale 
Medical  College  in  1817.  One  child,  Laura 
Barnes,  was  born  to  them  May  9,  1882. 


HENRY  A.  BARRETT,  a prominent  farmer 

of  the  town  of  Wilton,  was  born  in  1832, 

in  the  town  of  Bedford,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  there  obtained  his  education  in  the  common 
schools. 

Immediately  after  leaving  school  Mr.  Barrett 
engaged  in  farming,  and  in  the  spring  of  1859 
he  removed  to  Wilton,  Conn.,  where  he  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  (which  now  consists  of 
about  120  acres,  though  the  original  purchase 
was  of  but  75  acres),  which  he  has  since  success- 
fully conducted.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was 
drafted,  but  furnished  a substitute.  In  politics 
he  is  a strong  Republican,  and  has  served  as 
selectman,  assessor  and  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  relief  for  two  or  three  terms.  In  relig- 
ious matters  he  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Wilton,  of  which  he  has  served  as  ves- 
tryman for  a number  of  years.  He  married  Miss 
Annie  M.  Raymond,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Har- 
riet (Smith)  Raymond,  the  former  of  whom  is  a 
successful  farmer  of  New  Canaan,  Conn.  She 
was  born  June  30.  1831,  and  died  June  1,  1887. 
By  this  marriage  Mr.  Barrett  had  children  whose 
names,  with  dates  of  birth,  &c.,  are  as  follows: 
Ella,  born  February  10,  1858,  and  died  May  5, 
,1864;  Hattie  A.,  February  27,  i860,  died  May  5, 
1864;  Maria,  April  16,  1864.  died  May  3,  1864; 
Georgia  A.,  October  1.  1867,  died  March  31, 
1869;  William  H.,  December  12,  1 86 1 ; Minnie 
F.,  July  21,  1865;  and  Herbert  A.,  February  13, 
1870.  Of  these,  William  H.  Barrett  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Wilton,  and  was  educated  there 
in  the  common  schools.  After  leaving  school  he 
learned  the  machinist’s  trade,  and  is  now  an  en- 
gineer in  New  Canaan.  Politically,  he  is  a 
strong  Republican,  but  has  never  aspired  to  pub- 
lic office.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  Im- 


proved Order  of  Red  Men.  He  married  Mis 
Eliza  Hoyt,  by  whom  he  has  two  children;  Clar- 
ence M.  and  Leon  H.  Minnie  F.  Barrett  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  and  was  educated 
there  in  the  common  schools.  She  married 
Carl  Tyler,  a prosperous  farmer  of  West  Brook- 
field, and  they  have  two  children:  Emma  B.  aod 
Estelle.  Herbert  A.  Barrett  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Wilton,  was  educated  there  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  since  completing  his  education 
has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  dairying.  He 
is  a young  man  of  character  and  ability,  indus- 
trious and  enterprising,  and  is  successful  in  his 
calling.  Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  but  has 
never  aspired  to  public  office.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  Our  Brothers’  Lodge  No.  to,  1.0. 
O.  F.  His  wife,  formerly  Miss  Sarah  E.  McMa- 
hon, is  a daughter  of  Joseph  McMahon,  a car- 
penter of  the  town  of  Wilton.  They  have  one 
child,  Elsie  M.,  born  April  25,  1894. 

Samuel  Barrett,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Bedford,  N.  Y.,  andwas 
educated  there  in  the  common  schools.  From 
his  early  boyhood  he  was  engaged  in  farming, 
following  that  occupation  during  the  greater 
portion  of  his  life.  During  the  Revolutionary 
war  he  was  a soldier,  and  fought  bravely  for  the 
freedom  of  his  country,  and  met  with  many  nar- 
row escapes,  his  clothing  being  penetrated  by 
bullets  many  a time,  though  he  came  through  the 
war  uninjured.  Politically,  he  was  an  Old-line 
Whig,  but  he  never  was  in  any  sense  an  office- 
seeker.  He  married  and  had  children  as  follows: 
Phineas,  Joseph,  Frederick,  and  Jesse,  who  was 
lost  at  sea. 

Frederick  Barrett,  father  of  the  subject,  was 
born  in  1781,  in  the  town  of  Bedford,  N.  Y.. 

and  died  in  1856.  He  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  place,  and,  like  bis 
ancestors,  engaged  in  farming,  which  occupation 
he  followed  most  of  the  active  portion  of  bis  life- 
During  the  war  of  1812  he  rendered  valuable 
service  to  his  country,  and  for  his  bravery  in  that 
conflict  received  a grant  of  land  in  one  of  the 
Western  States.  Formerly  a Whig,  he  later  be- 
came a Republican,  eschewed  public  office  and 
was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Bed- 
ford. He  married  Miss  Polly  St.  John,  daughter 
of  Abijah  St.  John,  of  Bedford,  which  was  her 
native  place,  and  to  this  marriage  there  were 
born  the  following  children:  Hiram,  who  mar- 

ried Mary  A.  Knapp;  Angeline,  who  married  Ar 
Reynolds;  Delia  J.,  who  married  Francis  E.  Chi- 
chester; Harvey,  who  married  Ann  Brown;  A J- 
gail  A.,  who  married  Leandor  Horton;  Loretta 
S.,  who  married  Samuel  Dixon;  and  Henry  A . 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
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. . . Hiram  Barrett,  eldest  brother  of  the  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Bedford,  N.  Y.,  was 
educated  there  in  the  common  schools,  and  ever 
since  completing  his  education  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, which  he  followed  during  life.  As  a Repub- 
lican, which  he  always  was,  he  held  several  of 
, r the  minor  town  offices;  but  he  was  never  in  any 
sense  of  the  word  an  office  seeker.  By  his  wife, 
Mary  A.,  he  had  the  following  children:  Fred- 

erick St.  John,  Loretta,  Phebe,  Clara  and  Eliza- 
beth, all  bright,  intelligent  children.  . Hiram 
Barrett  died  December  14.  1897,  preceded  to 
the  unseen  world  by  his  wife. 


HARLES  H.  LOUNSBURY.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  the  senior  member  of  the 
well-known  firm,  Lounsbury  & Soule,  manufact- 
urers of  shoes.  He  was  born  in  Stamford,  Conn., 
* August  19,  1839,  son  of  George  and  Louisa 
(Scofield)  Lounsbury,  and  grandson  of  Silas 
Lounsbury,  who  was  a farmer  of  Stanwich. 
George  Lounsbury’  was  a prominent  citizen  of 
Fairfield  county.  He  served  as  a selectman, 
assessor,  and  as  a member  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. He  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
at  Long  Ridge,  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  and 
later  became  a farmer.  He  married  Miss  Louisa 
Scofield,  daughter  of  Beniamin  Scofield.  Eight 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lounsbury: 
Mary,  who  married  Seth  S.  Cook;  Sarah,  who 
. married  James  H.  Rowland;  Susan,  widow  of 
Philip  Clark;  Harriet  (deceased);  George,  who 
was  master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  who  is  now  deceased; 
Charles  H.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Jane  E. ; and 
Elizabeth,  deceased.  Mrs.  Lounsbury,  the  moth- 
er, is  still  living  at  the  age  of  ninety-two. 

Charles  H.  Lounsbury  spent  his  boyhood 
days  at  Long  Ridge,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  entered  into  partnership  with  Scofield  & 
Cook.  Three  years  later,  in  1861,  F.  B.  Sco- 
field retired,  and  the  business  was  then  continued 
under  the  firm  name  of  Cook  & Lounsbury,  until 
1884,  when  changes  in  the  general  trade  made  a 
re-organization  desirable.  The  first  step  was 
the  removal  of  the  business'  rural  remoteness  to 
the  populous  end  of  the  town  and  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  railroad  tracks.  At  the  same  time  George 
H.  Soule,  who  had  been  connected  with  the  sales 
department,  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  and  the 
senior  member,  Seth  S.  Cook,  withdrew,  the  firm 
name  becoming  Lounsbury  & Soule.  The  fol- 
lowing year  the  firm  took  possession  of  its  new 
and  present  factory  on  Broad  street,  equipped 
with  the  most  improved  machinery.  In  1894 
the  firm  purchased  a retail  store  at  No.  26  At- 


lantic street,  and  there,  under  the  name  of  the 
Stamford  Shoe  Company,  conducts  a retail  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Lounsbury  was  married  in  Stamford  to 
Miss  Anna  Perry  Samuel,  a native  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  They  have  three  children:  Alice,  Mary  and 
Louise,  the  latter  of  whom  is  Mrs.  William  P. 
Hudson,  and  the  mother  of  two  children — Flor- 
ence and  Charles  H.  L.  Mr.  Lounsbury  is  a 
prominent  member  of  Union  Lodge,  F.  & A,  M. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  burgesses  and  of  the  city 
council.  He  is  at  present  president  of  the  Stam- 
ford Board  of  Trade,  and  has  been  prominently 
identified  in  all  movements  for  public  improve- 
ment and  benefit.  He  is  a director  of  the  Stam- 
ford Trust  Company  and  of  the  Stamford  Sav- 
ings Bank,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Gas  and 
Electric  Company. 


GEORGE  W.  HOLMES,  one  of  the  leading 
well-to-do  farmers  of  the  town  of  Stratford, 
is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  his 
locality. 

A native  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Holmes  was 
born  March  25,  1838,  in  the  city  of  Bridgeport, 
whence  he  was  brought  to  Stratford  by  his  par- 
ents when  young.  In  the  latter  borough  he 
received  a liberal  education,  attending  the  old 
Stratford  Academy,  after  which  he  worked  on 
farms  and  in  factories,  for  some  six  years  making 
his  home  in  Nichols,  town  of  Trumbull,  Fairfield 
county.  About  1886  he  came  to  the  farm  of 
Benjamin  Wheeler,  who  was  his  uncle,  but  on 
January  7,  1897,  Mr.  Wheeler  died,  leaving  Mr. 
Holmes,  by  will,  his  present  farm.  The  place 
comprises  some  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  is  under 
a good  state  of  cultivation. 

In  April.  1863,  Mr.  Holmes  married  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Lathrop,  who  was  born  in  the  East,  and 
two  children  have  blessed  this  union,  both  sons: 
William,  a clerk  in  a grocery  store  at  Stratford; 
and  George  L.,  who  died  in  1897.  He  was 
junior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Clinton  & Holmes, 
grocers  of  Stratford,  who  have  two  stores 
in  the  place.  The  mother  of  these  passed  from 
earth  November  6,  1892,  and  June  21,  1894,  Mr. 
Holmes  wedded  Miss  Carrie  B.  Plumb,  a daugh- 
ter of  Orange  B.  Plumb,  of  Nichols,  this  county. 
On  May  15,  1895.  a son,  Pelton  Plumb  Holmes, 
was  born,  who  died  August  17.  1895.  In  religious 
faith  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  Methodists;  in 
politics  he  is  a Democrat. 

William  Holmes,  father  of  George  W. , was 
born  in  Vermont,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age 
he  left  home  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


704 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


For  several  years  he  drove  the  mail  stage  through  fancy;  Lizzie  did  not  live  to  adult  age;  Isabel 
Connecticut,  finally  settling  in  Stratford,  where  married  Horace  P.  Nichols  of  Nichols;  and  El- 
he  died.  He  married  Abigail  Coley,  daughter  ott  Plumb,  Jr. , deceased,  resided  for  some  time  at 
of  Sturgis  Coley,  of  Weston,  this  county,  and  No.  224  Kossuth  street,  Bridgeport,  Connect- 
seven  children  were  born  to  them:  George  W.  icut. 

is  our  subject;  Benjamin  is  a carpenter  and  con-  Our  subject  was  born  May  14,  1857,  at  the 
tractor  in  Stratford;  John  E.  is  a market  gardener  old  homestead  in  Nichols,  and  was  educated  in 
in  Stratford;  Alfred  B.  is  a clerk  for  Clinton  & the  schools  of  that  neighborhood.  At  the  age  of 
Holmes,  of  Stratford;  Samantha  A.  married  twenty-one  he  was  employed  by  Lewis  W.  Booth, 
Harvey  E.  Atwood,  of  Watertown,  Conn.;  Lucy  a druggist  in  Wall  street,  Bridgeport,  with  whom 
wedded  Horace  Osborn,  of  Watertown,  Conn.;  he  remained  three  years,  and  later  he  spent  three 
and  Priscilla  is  single.  All  are  yet  living.  years  in  the  grocery  business  at  Shelton.  He 

then  formed  a partnership  with  his  brother  under 

the  firm  name  of  Curtiss  Brothers,  and ior ten 
TSyTrATHAN  BULKLEY  CURTISS.  This  well  years  they  carried  on  an  extensive  business  as 
JflL  known  business  man  of  Bridgeport,  is  de-  plumbers  and  dealers  in  stoves  and  furnaces, 
serving  of  especial  notice  as  an  enterprising  citi-  His  health  failing,  Mr.  Curtiss  gave  up  active 
zen  whose  influence  is  always  cast  upon  the  side  work  for  five  years,  remaining  in  Nichols  during 
of  progress.  that  time  and  interesting  himself  in  town  politics 

Mr.  Curtiss  comes  of  good  pioneer  stock,  his  His  popularity  made  him  an  enviable  candidate 
ancestors  having  been  among  the  first  settlers  of  for  local  office,  and  he  served  as  assessor  and 
this  county,  and  a more  complete  account  of  the  school  visitor  for  some  time,  performing  his  duties 
early  generations  of  the  family  is  given  elsewhere,  with  characteristic  faithfulness.  In  the  fall  of 
William  Curtiss,  the  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  1897  he  engaged  in  business  at  No.  173  East 
America,  left  England  in  1632  in  the  ship  “ Lion,”  Main  street,  Bridgeport,  in  partnership  wit!) 
and  made  his  home  in  Roxbury.  Mass.,  where  he  Abram  Wellington,  and  they  conduct  an  exten- 
died  late  in  the  year  1634.  Our  subject  traces  sive  trade  as  plumbers,  dealing  also  in  stoves, 
his  descent  from  this  worthy  pioneer  through  furnaces  and  similar  goods.  On  October  20, 
William  (2),  who  located  at  Stratford  in  1639;  1882,  Mr.  Curtiss  was  married  at  Cornwall 

Zachariah  who  died  in  June,  1748,  aged  eighty-  Bridge,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  tp  Miss  Mary  Ant 
nine;  Zachariah  (2),  who  died  June  12,  1748;  Gilbert,  daughter  of  Rev.  William  T.  Gilbert, a 
Mitchell,  who  was  married  February  1 1 , 1753.10  Methodist  clergyman.  Four  children  have  blessed 
Phoebe  Peet;  Daniel  Mitchell,  who  was  married  this  union:  Clifford  Gilbert;  Elizabeth  Bulkier; 
June  24,  1779.  to  Hepsey  Burr;  Justus  Burr,  John  Burr;  and  Cornelia,  who  died  in  infancy 
born  January  27,  1780,  who  married  Huldah  Ed-  Mr.  Curtiss  and  his  wife  are  popular  socially.  aDd 
wards,  of  Chestnut  Hill,  this  county;  and  Elliott  are  leading  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Plumb  Curtiss,  the  father  of  our  subject.  Three  Church  at  Nichols, 
of  our  subject's  ancestors  served  in  the  war  of  the 

Revolution  with  distinction,  each  receiving  an  ' ~ 

honorable  discharge  at  its  close.  TJyLAKEMAN  or  BLACKMAN  FAMILY  has 

The  late  Elliott  P.  Curtiss  was  born  April  22,  Ef)  been  identified  with  this  section  frompio- 
1814,  at  Nichols,  this  county,  where  the  greater  neer  times,  its  head,  Rev.  Adam  Blakeman,  har- 
portion  of  his  life  was  spent.  In  his  youth  he  ing  located  at  Stratford  in  the  spring  of  1639  I’ 
became  interested  in  the  business  of  manufactur-  has  been  stated  that  there  were  settlers  at  that 

mg  saddletrees,  then  a prosperous  industry  at  point  as  early  as  1638,  but  according  to  the  best 

Nichols,  and  for  one  year  he  worked  at  his  trade  authority  Rev.  Adam  Blakeman,  with  his  «>fe 
in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  When  the  factory  at  Nichols  Jane  and  their  six  children,  constituted  one  of 
was  abandoned  he  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  the  first  seventeen  families  to  locate  there,  the 
continued  until  his  death,  on  March  io,  1896.  little  colony  numbering  sixty-five  persons  in  a” 
He  was  prominent  in  local  affairs,  being  a mem-  This  worthy  pioneer  was  born  in  1598,  in  Staf- 
ber  of  the  militia  for  many  years,  and  he  was  es-  fordshire,  England,  and  on  May  28,  i6i7-'B^5 

pecially  active  in  religious  movements,  having  nineteenth  year,  entered  Christ's  College,  where 

been  one  of  the  founders  and  builders  of  the  he  pursued  a course  of  study.  For  some  time  be 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Nichols.  He  preached  in  the  counties  of  Leicester  and  Derby 

married  Miss  Clarissa  Bulkley,  of  Greenfield  Hill,  and  about  1638  he  came  to  America.  His  death 

and  had  five  children,  our  subject  being  the  young-  occurred  in  September,  1665,  when  he  was  sixty 

est;  the  others  were:  Hamilton  died  in  in-  | seven  years  of  age,  and  his  widow  died  in  tb/T 
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aged  seventy-four  years.  They  had  one  daugh- 
ter. Mary,  and  five  sons,  John,  James,  Samuel, 
Deliverance  and  Benjamin. 

Of  the  second  generation,  (i)  Mary  was  born 
in  1636,  and  in  1651,  when  only  fifteen  years  old, 
married  Joshua  Atwater,  of  New  Haven,  who 
seems  to  have  purchased  considerable  property 
at  Stratford  and  to  have  resided  there  for  some 
time,  but  later  he  removed  to  Boston,  where  he 
died  in  1676,  leaving  several  children.  The 
widow  afterward  married  Rev.  John  Higginson, 
then  of  Salem,  Mass.,  but  formerly  assistant  to 
Rev.  Henry  Whitfield  in  England  and  in  Guil- 
ford, Conn.;  his  first  wife  was  a daughter  of  Mr. 
Whitfield.  Mr.  Higginson  was  an  interpreter  of 
the  Indian  language  while  in  Connecticut,  and 
prepared  a valuable  paper  in  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  of  Stratford  territory  in  1639,  in  which  year 
he  removed  to  Salem.  He  died  in  1708  and  his 
widow  died  March  9,  1709.  Her  character  is 
effectively  described  as  an  example  of  the  noble 
women  of  that  day  in  a paper  entitled  *•  Thoughts 
on  the  Sleep  of  Death.”  by  Cotton  Mather,  D.  D., 
in  1712.  (2)  John  and  (3)  James  will  be  men- 

tioned more  fully  below,  as  this  sketch  deals 
chiefly  with  their  descendants.  (4)  Samuel  was 
married  in  November,  1660,  to  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Moses  Wheeler,  and  died  in  1668.  His 
widow  was  married  in  1670  to  Jacob  Walker,  a 
lawyer,  who  was  a son  of  Robert  Walker,  of 
Boston,  and  a brother  of  Rev.  Zachariah  Walker, 
pastor  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church  of 
Stratford,  later  of  Woodbury.  Samuel  Blake- 
man  had  four  children:  a son,  born  in  1661, 

died  unnamed;  Abigail,  born  December  it, 
1663.  married  Hezekiah  Dickenson  in  1697,  and 
later  Thomas  lngersoll,  of  Springfield,  Mass., 
and  died  in  1719;  Adam,  born  September  14, 
1665,  and  Johannah,  born  December  4,  1667. 
(5)  Deliverance  was  a heedless  youth,  causing  his 
mother  and  others  much  trouble,  but  afterward 
corrected  his  ways.  About  1685  he  married 
Hannah  Bonfield.  and  made  his  home  in  Stoning- 
ton;  his  death  occurred  in  April,  1702.  He  had 
three  children — (1)  Adam,  baptised  in  May,  1687; 

(2)  Hannah,  baptised  in  March,  1693-94.  and 

(3)  James,  baptized  in  1696,  who  married  Abi- 
gail, daughter  of  Daniel  and  Deborah  Beardsley, 
and  in  1731  both  were  members  of  the  Stratford 
Church.  (1)  Adam  resided  in  Stratford  in  1708, 
but  later  removed  to  Newark,  N.  J.  He  was 
married,  June  9,  1719,  to  Ruth  Beecher,  by  whom 
he  had  the  following  children — Samuel,  born 
March  4,  1720;  Jacob,  born  January  24,  1721- 
22  (was  married  May  22,  1746,  to  Jemima  Nich- 
ols, who  died  in  Huntington  in  1800,  aged  eight- 
ty-four,  and  they  had  one  child,  Phoebe,  Mrs. 
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Joseph  Pulford,  baptized  July  6,  1747);  Joshua, 
born  February  14.  1723-24;  Samuel,  born  in- 
1728;  Ruth,  baptized  in  June,  1729;  Hannah 
and  Miriam  (twins),  baptized  in  May,  1790.  in> 
New  Jersey;  Ephraim,  baptized  in  September,. 
1734;  Dinah,  baptized  in  August,  1732,  died  in 
Ripton,  in  1 806;  Jeremiah,  baptized  in  August,. 
1732,  is  probably  the  one  mentioned  in  the  rec- 
ords of  Ripton  (or  1781  as  having  died  in 
Virginia  in  the  army  at  the  age  of  forty-nine.  (6)- 
Rev.  Benjamin  Blakeman,  youngest  son  of  Rev. 
Adam  Blakeman,  sought  an  education  after  his- 
father's  death,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  oft 
the  latter,  and  in  1663  was  graduated  from  Har- 
vard College.  After  teaching  at  Stratford  for  a 
few  years  he  entered  the  ministry.  In  1674  be 
removed  to  Malden,  Mass  , where  he  preached 
until  1678.  and  afterward  he  preached  at  Scar- 
borough, Saco  and  Boston.  He  owned  a large- 
tract  of  land  at  Saco,  and  represented  that  town 
in  the  Geneial  Court  of  Massachusetts.  He  died1 
before  1698.  On  April  11,  1675,  he  married) 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  Joshua  Scotton,  a mer- 
chant of  Boston,  and  her  death  occurred  in  1715.. 
at  the  age  of  sixty.  Their  two  children  were 
baptized  at  the  Third  Church,  Boston,  the  Old 
South  Church:  Benjamin,  baptized  September 

13.  1685.  died  in  childhood,  and  Rebecca,  bap- 
tized April  14,  1689.  was  married  in  June,  *715,. 
to  Thomas  Goodwill,  a shipwright  of  Boston. 

John,  eldest  son  of  Rev.  Adam  Blakeman  I, 
was  married  about  1653  to  Dorothy  Smith, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  of  Wethersfield, 
and  made  his  home  in'  Fairfield,  where  he  died 
in  1662,  leaving  three  sons,  John,  Ebenezer  andi 
Joseph,  all  of  whom  left  descendants  and  are 
mentioned  below.  Concerning  his  widow,  Dor- 
othy (Smith)  Blakeman,  we  quote  the  following:. 
••She  appears  to  have  possessed  remarkable 
charms,  either  of  person,  intellect  or  heart,  for 
besides  passing  through  a case  of  litigation  in 
court  for  her  hand  she  was  married  four  times, 
twice  after  she  was  over  fifty  years  of  age."  Rev. 
Adam  Blakeman,  who  survived  his  son  John,  in 
his  will  — 1665 — says:  “ I give  to  my  daughter 

(Dorothy)  Blakeman  if  she  marry  not  John 
Thomas  and  shall  take  her  friends  consent  in  the 
matter,  or  continue  a widow,  five  pounds,”  and. 
the  General  Court,  October  10,  1665,  recorded 
“The  magistrates  do  order  that  in  case  John 
Thomas  and  the  widow  Blakeman  do  not  issue 
their  difference  now  included  on  that  the  said* 
Thomas  shall  make  good  his  claim  to  that  woman 
at  the  next  court  at  Fairfield,  otherwise  the 
widow  shall  have  liberty  to  marry  upon  this.” 
John  Thomas  seems  to  have  abandoned  his- 
claims  instanter,  for  Francis  Hall,  of  Stratford,. 
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■who  had  been  the  attorney  for  the  widow  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Blakeman  in  this  case  before  the  court, 
became  charmed  with  his  opponent,  and  married 
that  same  month,  October  31,  1665,  his  former 
wife  having  died  on  July  6,  previous.  Twenty- 
two  years  afterward,  before  the  decease  of  Fran- 
cis Hall,  his  son  Isaac  Hall  entered  a claim  in 
Fairfield  to  recover  a certain  amount  of  money, 
which  was  his  own  mother’s  estate  at  marriage, 
and  guaranteed  to  her  in  writing  by  her  husband, 
Francis  Hall,  when  he  sold  the  estate  in  Eng- 
land in  1664,  the  apparent  object  being  to  keep 
it  from  the  possession  of  the  brilliant  step-mother. 
Francis  Hall  died  apparently  in  Stratford,  but 
this  is  not  certain,  in  1690,  and  his  widow 
Dorothy,  still  possessing  charms  too  attractive  to 
toe  confined  to  widowhood,  married  Mark  Sen- 
sion  (St.  John),  of  Norwalk,  who  died  in  1693, 
after  which  she  married  Dea.  Isaac  Moore,  of 
Farmington.  She  died  in  1706. 

III.  John  Blakeman.  son  of  ]ohn  II,  mar- 
ried Mary  Kimberly,  and  had  one  son.  Abraham, 
to  whom  his  property,  inventoried  at  more  than 
1 19  pounds  sterling,  was  left  in  a will  dated  Sep- 
tember 30,  1706,  and  proved  November  18,  of 
the  same  year. 

IV.  Abraham  Blakeman  was  born  October 
25,  1694,  and  was  married  February  27,  1717  or 
T8,  to  Elizabeth  Barton.  In  1751  they  were  re- 
siding in  Trumbull.  They  had  three  children: 

(1)  Abraham,  born  February  26,  1718  or  ’19, 

married  Eunice  Sarah  , and  had  three 

-children — Mehitable.  baptized  in  October.  >743; 
Phineas,  baptized  in  November,  1745,  who  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  , and  had  one  child,  Fran- 

ces Sarah;  and  Elijah,  baptized  in  June.  1748. 

(2)  Edward,  born  in  April.  1721,  married  Eunice 

, and  had  the  following  children:  Will- 
iam, baptized  November  19,  1751;  John,  born 
in  June.  1757;  Elizabeth,  born  in  April,  1760; 
Nehemiah  Smith,  baptized  May  3,  1761,  and 
Nehemiah  Smith  (2),  baptized  October  31,  1762. 
,(3)  Mabel  was  born  February  1,  1723  or  ’24 

III.  Ebenezer,  son  of  John  II.  was  married 
first  on  October  24,  1 68 1 , to  Patience  Wilcoxson, 
and  from  this  union  has  descended  the  Blake- 
man families  of  Newtown  and  Monroe.  He  was 
married  a second  time,  on  November  3,  1692.  to 
Abigail,  daughter  of  Nathan  Curtiss,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  1715.  By  his  first  marriage 
he  had  four  children:  Dorothy,  born  March  18, 

1682-83;  John  born  April  4.  1685;  Elizabeth, 
born  February  to.  1688  (Mrs.  Edward  Fairchild); 
Ebenezer,  born  August  9.  1693.  By  his  second 
marriage  he  had  six  children:  Jonathan,  born 

April  24,  1696;  David,  born  January  6,  1697-98, 
■died  in  1703;  Abigail,  born  November  20,  1700, 


died  in  March,  1702-03;  Nathan,  born  Septem- 
ber 29,  1702;  Sarah,  born  April  3,  1705, and 
David,  born  about  1707,  dismissed  to  Ripton 

Church  in  1724.  who  married  Mary , and 

had  one  child,  Hannah,  baptized  in  September, 

*734- 

IV.  John,  who  settled  in  Newtown,  married 
Abigail  Beers,  and  had  the  following  children: 
Martha,  born  November  29,  1 7 1 4 (married  Abel 
Botsford);  Abigail,  bom  October  1.  1716  (married 
Samuel  Bears  or  Beers);  Sarah,  born  September 
20,  1718,  died  in  June,  1721;  John,  bora  Sep- 
tember 27,  1720  (married  Margery  Glover);  Eben- 
ezer, born  March  3,  1723-24  (married  Molly 
Smith);  Joseph,  who  is  mentioned  below;  and 
james,  born  June  1,  1730  (married,  first,  Hol- 
dah  Griffin,  second.  Hester  Hitchcox).  The 
father  of  these  died  January  25,  1764,  aged 
about  seventy-five.  Abigail,  his  wife,  died  March 
27,  1762,  aged  seventy.  His  will  is  dated  July 
15,  17 59.  probated  January  30,  1764. 

V.  Joseph,  son  of  John  and  Abigail  (Beers) 
Blakeman,  was  born  May  23,  1726,  andwasmar- 
ried  October  7,  1757.  to  Elizabeth  Glover,  who 
was  born  January  28,  1728,  daughter  of  John 
Glover.  She  died  January  31,  1821,  aged  ninety- 
two,  and  his  death  occurred  April  15,  1817, 
the  age  of  ninety-one.  His  will  was  made  Janu- 
ary 1,  1805,  and  proved  May  17,  1817.  His 
children  were:  Abigail  (Mrs.  John  Turner);  Huh 
dah  (Mrs.  Liffe  Sanford);  Olive  (Mrs.  Olivet 
Summers);  Elizabeth,  born  in  1760.  who  married 
James  Jessup;  Jerusha  (Mrs.  Elnathan  Peck); 
Joseph,  who  is  mentioned  below;  Lucy,  born  in 
1769,  who  married  Amos  Peck;  and  Betbiab, 
born  in  1771.  who  married  Elijah  Terrill,  and 
died  August  19,  1855,  aged  eighty-four. 

VI.  Joseph,  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Glover)  Blakeman,  was  born  April  29-  1 

married  Huldah  Toucey,  granddaughter  of  He' 

Thomas  Toucey,  a grandson  of  Richard  Toucey. 
who  came  from  Towsland,  England,  to  Weth- 
ersfield, Conn.,  about  J635.  She  was  born  Au- 
gust 10,  1774,  and  died  August  to.  1 837. aD<1  h,s 
death  occurred  October  11,  1844.  His  will  w*s 
made  February  18,  1842,  and  proved  December 
5,  1844.  Of  his  children,  (t)  James  Glover,  boro 

March  3,  1797,  died  February  11,  >84J- 
John  Toucey,  born  October  15,  1798.  died  No- 
vember 7,  1823,  leaving  a widow,  Sally  (daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Sally  Hatch  Baldwin),  and  out 

child,  Sally  Delia.  His  widow  afterward  became 

the  second  wife  of  Chauncey  Noble  (son  of  Dav| 
and  Jerusha  Bull  Noble),  whose  first  wife 
Caroline  Boardman.  (3)  Ziba,  born  October  2.-. 
1 800,  is  mentioned  in  the  next  paragraph.  (4j 
Donald,  born  September  15,  1804,  was  mam 
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February  10,  1833.  to  Louisa  Platt.  (S)  Joseph 
born  September  10  1806  U JosePn- 

fullv  below  s mentl°ned  more 

iuiiy  Delow.  (6)  Maria,  born  May  21  1800 

married  first  Abner  P.  Blakeslee,  of  Plymouth’ 

SmXm  ?U‘  ,850  they  amoved  wfth  thefi- 
® g,h,  ch‘ldr®n  from  Newtown  to  Iowa.  Her  sec 
ond  husband  was  Samuel  Fuller.  She  resided  ,n 

^ *• 

A- A JL883'  Her  children  were  Delia 

(Mrs.  Henry  J.  Fergusonl-^Mhn  Ja,nleS;hEm||>' 
married  Ma7y 

vnnn™”l’iJE,'”beth.  and  Davld-  (7)  Delia, 
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youngest  child  of  Joseph  VI  Xd  \ V °elia’ 

eight  years.  J P VI*  dled  at  the  aKe  °f 

mY!L  In  ‘h's  branch  of  the  family  we  will 
fO  ,‘rhSPeC,aIlyrln  this  generation  (3)  Ziba  and 

niVMaVP28SO,n8,f  ,J°Sfph  V1‘  Zib*  *» 

Blakeslee  She  3’  ^ugusta'  daughter  of  Ziba 
died  MaV  28  ?88rS  J?  APril  '5-  '805,  and 
28,  1875  Of  th5:andhlsdeath  occurred  March 

was  born  May  L <\>  Sarah  Maria 

born  July  , LJ’  H-8f4w  Huldah  Delia, 

U (.’)  tok  my  “a?82  "iiidf  01 
Sii’L  o‘c4LJ°hn  r°p' 

born’janUa°rf2b6er23'  l8S7-  <*)  Eliza  jane  (2), 

i8tc  n 1 „ !°33.  was  married  May  17 

1861 ' (61  Va  ASmitb’  and  died  August  15,’ 
•836'  wis  marr7  AUgUSta’  born  Novef”ber  15, 

H.  TaWor  and  H a “f  f ,8>  l859'  to  William 

Cal.  (7)  Martha  ThJU  y \ l*77'  at  °akland. 
'830  died  No  heresa,  born  November  10, 

ST»  fl;,'844'  (*)«“'•« 

‘ember  10  t \ 84  ’ was  marned  Sep- 

had  one  daughter  m ^ M‘  W‘  Terney-  a"d 
lor.  (0)  Sarah  Ma“d’  "°W  Mrs-  Ammon  Tay- 

Monrie  Judson  *’  ,844'  to  Dr- 

VII  1 °nu  Pd  dled  February  25,  1867. 

Septembel  ,’8o6th  °f  J°Seph  VI'  born 

Eve,  ,8,6  afV  —f’  ^ ,named  on  Christmas 
S.  C.  Stratton7*  MyCh,,rch’  Newtown,  by  Rev. 
ter  of  Theonhn^ t°  Mary  (Botsford)  Bailey,  daugh- 
cember  2c  ^8,?  B°^sf?rd,  Sbe  was  born  De- 

a"d  his  death  owurted  I Febr“ary  z8-  '872. 

children (,?  i°^a  ^d.June  3’  ,88S-  Of  their 

died  Novembel  , , bo™  Jul7  >843, 

born  July  u '■  ,8<32‘  (2)  Miss  Ann  E., 

of  Newtown4’  /,t4',  IS  a highly  esteemed  resident 

was  marn„j  .l3'  Joseph  A.,  born  May  9,  1846, 

W«n7ilh““C0h,  ‘S6’i  « Mary  Elt,a 

Warner,  of  New  S‘  and  Eiiza  (Hil1) 

seven  children  • wir  d’  Eonn‘  "They  have  had 

'868;  Joseph  H 'Y'  lam'  born  September  18, 

October  27P  w°rn  ia,nuary  ,8.  1870,  died 

1 872 ; Stanley  7J  ’ Y™  E ‘za’  born  October  6, 
Stanley  Joseph>  born  Apri]  ^ ^ 


February '*1 6 ""I  ^ ' I®  n’  (4)  Mary  F-  bo™ 
September  1 1',  l8&  £ I R^TraTcis  Walt^Sf 

bel 26  , sr  b°That  TSt  »aven- Conn-  • Decern-' 
werf  h 849'  T,hey  have  had  four  children,  who 
Coin  bo™,  at, North  Canaan,  Litchfield  Co 

mZ 2Q  , 882 ■ M68  ?Ve".:  Francis  Blackman,’ 
Wnh9N  88  ’ w yLPntchard.  March  20,  1 886* 

“IWaiiamEdt 

in  which  he  names  his  wife  Mehitabel  and^he 
fohowmg  children:  (,)  Samuel  was  bom  Sep- 
ember  22  1726  (2)  Ebenerer  was  born  May 

Ian,7  ' 0(3)  Ablgal1  (Mrs-  Wooster)  was  born 
HunthL28’  I729T3°-  W J°nas-  a resident  of 
file  rh!w'  ma7'  Elizabeth  Smith,  and  had 
five  children— Lemuel,  Jerod,  Charity,  Anna 

oPeter  WaS  married  October  18, 
1746,  to  Abigail  Beers,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren—Eunice,  bom  June  10,  1747;  John,  bom 
July  515  1749,  both  of  whom  were  baptized  at 
f^nfield  Hill,  and  Nabby.  bom  February  ,6 
i7S5-  (o)  Epoch  was  married  (first)  on  lulv  c 

•f « ,0  Abbf  ?,rke' who  « h»V„7„1' 

in  1802,  aged  forty-two,  and  (second)  to 

Coveil.  He  had  live  children— Nathan  Clarke, 


r " ",  uniuren — in  atnan  Clarke 

born  December  27,  ,782;  Abby  Betty,  born  No- 
vember 6,  1784;  Enoch,  born  in  1785;  Jane 
Ch-rlotte,  born  March  21,  1787,  and  Elizabeth 
Sarah,  born  December  16,  1789.  (7)  Nathaniel 
appears  to  have  left  no  record. 

IV.  Jonathan,  son  of  Ebenezer  III  and  Abi- 
gail Curtis,  was  married  December  20,  1722  to 
Mary  Beecher,  and  they  were  dismissed  to  the 
Ripton  Church  in  1724.  They  had  one  son, 
William,  baptized  in  October,  1723,  died  in  Rip- 
ton  in  1802,  aged  seventy-nine. 

IV.  Nathan,  son  of  Ebenezer  III  and  Abigail 
Curtis,  was  married  December  20,  1732,  to  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Wells,  and  settled  in  Mon- 
roe. They  had  five  children— Eunice,  bom  Oc- 
tober 8,  1733!  Sarah,  baptized  in  July,  1735; 
Gersham  or  Gurdon,  baptized  in  April,  1737’ 
Ephraim,  born  in  1746,  who  is  mentioned  again; 
and  David  Wells,  bom  in  1748,  died  in  1784. 

V.  Ephraim,  a resident  of  Monroe,  was  mar- 

ried in  1777  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Willcox- 
son.  She  died  in  1828,  aged  seventy-one,  and 
his  death  occurred  in  181 1,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five.  They  had  eight  children:  Augur,  Sarah, 

Lemuel  (who  married  Rebecca  Wells),  John,  Eli, 
Philo,  Ira  and  Rufus  (a  physician  at  Greenfield 
Hill).  This  ends  the  record  of  the  descendants 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


708 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD . 


of  Ebenezer  III,  and  we  will  now  trace  that  of 
Joseph  III,  youngest  son  of  John  II  and  Dorothy 
Smith. 

III.  Joseph  Blakeman  was  a cooper  by  trade. 
He  was  married  on  July  14,  1674,  to  Hannah 
Hall,  who  was  living  in  1701.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Francis  Hall,  who  married  Dorothy  Smith 
Blakeman  for  his  second  wife.  Joseph  and  Han- 
nah Blakeman  had  seven  children:  (1)  Joseph, 

born  April  12,  1675,  was  married  first  on  Sep- 
tember 14,  1697,  to  Elizabeth  Seeley,  and  sec- 
ond on  January  27.  1704  or  '5,  to  Hester  Wheel- 
er. His  children  were  Sinasah  and  Andrew,  both 
baptized  in  April,  1723;  Ephraim,  baptized  No- 
vember 3,  1723,  and  John,  who  was  baptized  in 
1731,  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  (2)  John,  born  in 
1677,  was  married  April  29,  1701,  to  Jemima 
Holibert,  of  Fairfield,  and  died  in  1732.  They 
probably  resided  in  Fairfield,  and  they  had  five 
children — John;  Adam;  Jemimah;  Ebenezer, 
who  was  born  in  17 29,  and  died  in  Huntington 
in  1789;  and  Peter,  born  in  1725.  (3)  Josiah 

was  married  November  5.  1735,  to  Judith  Cady. 
He  had  three  children — Nathaniel  Cady,  born 
March  27,  1737;  Charity,  born  May  6,  1742, 
and  Benajah,  born  December  12,  1743.  (4) 

Samuel  appears  to  have  left  no  record.  (5)  Abi- 
gail, born  August  12,  1680,  was  married  previous 
to  1701,  to  William  Smith,  of  Stratford.  (6) 
Rebecca  was  married  in  December,  1708,  to  Will- 
iam Curtis.  (7)  Benjamin  was  married  March 
26,  1706,  to  Rebecca  Smith.  This  completes 
the  list  of  descendants  of  John  II,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  sketch  is  devoted  to  those  of 
James,  the  third  child  of  Rev.  Adam  Blakeman. 

II.  James  Blakeman  was  a farmer  and  miller 
by  occupation.  He  purchased  first  the  tide  mill  at 
the  Eagle’s  Nest,  and  then  the  one  at  Old  Mill 
Green,  but  he  afterward  sold  out  and  removed 
to  the  Near  Mill  River,  and  built  the  first  mill  at 
what  is  now  called  Peck’s  Mills,  receiving  a large 
grant  of  land  from  the  town  to  recompense  him 
in  part.  He  was  one  of  the  most  active  business 
men  of  that  locality  in  his  day.  In  1657  he  mar- 
ried his  first  wife,  Miriam,  daughter  of  Moses 
Wheeler,  and  in  April,  1708,  he  married  Bath- 
sheba,  daughter  of  Stephen  Pensin,  of  Derby. 
His  last  days  were  spent  at  Farmill,  where  he 
built  a mill,  and  he  was  probably  buried  on  the 
top  of  the  hill  north  of  the  present  paper-mill 
there.  His  will  was  dated  at  Orenoque  July  18, 
1689,  and  proved  November  7,  1689,  the  estate 
being  inventoried  at  402  pounds  18  shillings. 
His  children  were — Sarah,  born  April  25,  1658, 
wife  of  John  Todd,  of  New  Haven;  Mary,  born 
April  21,  1661  (Mrs.  Seale);  Hannah,  born  Jan- 
uary 21,  1664  (Mrs.  Gilbert);  Jane,  born  Octo- 


ber 26,  1 668.  and  married  June  12,  1687,  to  Jos- 
eph Russell,  of  New  Haven;  Miriam,  born  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1670  (Mrs.  Joseph  Northrup);  Zachariah, 
born  May  26,  1678,  who  is  mentioned  below; 
Adam,  born  January  1,  1683,  and  married  April 
6,  1708,  to  Bathsheba  Pierce,  of  Derby;  James, 
born  December  4,  1686,  and  died  unmarried, 
leaving  his  property  to  his  brothers,  Zachariah 
and  Adam,  in  a nuncupate  will  presented  for  pro- 
bate May  24,  1709,  in  which  he  also  mentions 
his  sisters,  Jane  Clarke,  Miriam  Smith  and  Mar- 
tha Stebbins;  Elizabeth;  and  Martha  (Mrs 
Stebbins). 

III.  Zachariah,  son  of  James  II  and  Miriam 
Wheeler,  was  married  December  24,  1704,10 
his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Denman,  of  Derby.  She 
died  in  1732,  and  on  June  19,  1733,  he  married 
Mrs.  Dinah  Sherman,  of  New  Haven.  His  death 
occurred  July  11,  1779.  He  had  four  children: 
Mary,  born  September  2,  1705  (Mrs.  Ebenezer 
Coe);  Elizabeth,  born  July  28,  1708;  James, born 
October  28,  1713,  and  Zachariah,  bom  July  14. 
1720. 

IV.  Zachariah  married  Elizabeth  Hull,  and 

died  March  23,  17 — . He  probably  removed  to 

Unity  in  his  later  years.  His  children  were  Abi- 
jah,  baptized  in  November,  >750;  Zachariah, 
born  about  1753;  Mary,  baptized  in  March,  175^ 
Elizabeth,  born  July  28,  1768,  who  married  John 
Burritt,  and  removed  to  Monroe,  and  Mercy,  who 
married  Agur  Curtis. 

V.  Zachariah  died  April  23,  1835, 

eighty-two.  He  was  married  (first)  on  Novem- 
ber 12.  1777,  1°  Anna  Hawley,  of  North  Strat- 
ford, who  died  March  23,  1789,  and  he  after- 
ward married  Sarah  Beard.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage he  had  six  children:  Abijah,  born  Septem- 
ber 17,  1778,  died  in  August,  1807;  Sarah,  born 
February  16,  1780.  died  May  JO,  1782;  Philo, 
born  January  1,  1782,  was  married  in  1811  to 
Hepsa  Wooster,  and  settled  in  New  York  State, 
where  he  died  in  1830;  Sarah,  born  June  25. 
1784,  married  Eli  Curtiss;  Treat,  born  June  29, 
1 786,  is  mentioned  below;  Robert,  born  May  10. 
1788,  died  July  11,  1788.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage there  were  three  children:  Elizabeth  (Mrs. 
David  C.  Booth);  David  and  Beard,  baptised  m 
April.  1799,  died  July  15,  1875-  , . , 

VI.  Treat,  son  of  Zachariah  and  Anna 
(Hawley)  Blakeman,  was  married  January  8, 
1811,  to  his  first  wife,  Hannah  Birdsey,  who  was 
born  January  16,  1790,  the' daughter  of  Eira 
Birdsey,  and  died  June  20,  1849,  aged  fifty-nine 
years  and  five  months.  In  November,  185°.  “e 
married  Rebecca  Ann  Wills,  who  died  August  20, 
1873,  aged  eighty-four.  His  death  occurred  Au- 
gust 1,  1877,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years  an 
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one  month.  Of  his  four  children,  Abijah,  born 
June  21,  1812,  was  married  November  15,  1836, 
to  Sarah  Tomlinson;  Mary  Ann,  born  February 
25,  1819,  was  married  June  3,  1846,  to  S.  P. 
Tomlinson;  Birdsey,  born  January  25,  1824,  is 
mentioned  below;  and  Benjamin,  born  June  12, 
1826,  was  married  October  25,  1848,  to  Caroline 
Fairchild. 

VII.  Birdsey  Blakeman,  son  of  Treat  and 
Hannah  Blakeman,  married  Ann  Maria  Tomlin- 
son, and  had  five  children:  (1)  Frederic  Tomlin- 
son, born  November  30,  1850,  died  Novembers, 
1873;  (2)  Marianna,  born  March  15,  1852,  was 
married  June  21,  1881.  to  John  V.  B.  Lewis, 
and  has  had  one  daughter,  Anna  Blakeman  Lewis 
(born  February  2,  1883);  (3)  Theodore,  born 
August  26,  1856,  died  October  22,  1856;  (4) 
Louis  Henry,  born  May  30,  1858,  was  married 
October  4,  1881,  to  Eleanor  Leal  Greenleaf,  and 
has  had  one  son,  Frederic  Tomlinson  Blakeman 
(born  July  25,  1883);  and  (5)  Emily  Morrison, 
born  October  6,  1863,  died  March  8.  1868. 

Timothy  Blakeman,  married  Buela  . 

Chil.:  Huldah,  baptized  May.  1737;  Zadoc,  bap- 
tized July,  1739;  Timothy,  baptized  September, 
1741;  Abel.  November  22,  1748,  in  Trumbull; 
Benjamin,  baptized  January  10,  1 753;  Diantha, 
baptized  March  I,  1758. 

John  Blakeman  married  Martha  , and 

(second)  Eunice  Worden,  September  28.  1750. 
Chil.:  Andrew,  born  January  3,  1740;  Josiah, 
born  April  28,  1741;  Sarah,  born  March  2$, 
1743;  Martha,  born  March  1,  1749.  By  second 
wife:  Martha,  baptized  March  29,  1752;  one 
unnamed,  baptized  November,  1753,  in  Trumbull; 
Mary,  baptized  April,  1756. 

James  Blakeman  married  Sarah  Hawley,  of 
North  Stratford,  January,  1773.  She  died  in 
1775,  aged  twenty-six  years.  He  married  (sec- 
ond) Widow  Ann  (Beard)  Curtiss,  in  May.  1784. 
She  died  in  1843,  aged  eighty-one  years.  He 
died  in  1835,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  Of  his 
children.  Miller,  born  October,  1773,  died  in 
1781.  Sarah  was  born  December,  1775.  By 
second  wife:  Eben,  born  February,  1785,  mar- 

ried Sarah  Wheeler  in  1809;  Anna,  born  August, 
1787;  Ard,  born  June,  1789;  Catee,  baptized 
November,  1794. 

Asa  Blakeman  married  Hannah  Curtiss,  1791. 
She  died  in  Huntington  in  1799.  aged  twenty- 
seven  years.  He  married  (second)  Betsey 
Wheeler  in  1803.  He  was  born  fn  1765,  and 
died  in  1813.  Children:  Louisa,  born  1792; 

Ursula,  born  1793;  Alanson  Curtiss,  born  1794; 
Melissa,  born  1795. 

Elijah  Blakeman  married  Mary  Hubbell, 
April  27,  1807.  She  died  November  22,  1809. 


He  married  (second)  Abiah  Curtiss,  August  26, 
1810.  Chil.  by  this  wife:  Henry,  born  May 

3,  1811;  Phineas,  born  February  16,  1813;  Cur- 
tiss, born  September  22,  1814. 

John  Glover,  probable  son  of  John  of  New 
Haven,  was  in  Stratford  as  early  as  1702.  He 
married,  November  27,  1700,  Mrs.  Margery 
Hubbard,  of  New  Haven.  She  died  in  March, 
1703-4.  He  married  widow  Bethia  Bickley, 
July,  1767.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Beach.  "John  Glover,  joiner,  of  Newtown, 
Conn. , in  1 7 n sells  to  Mr.  Moss  his  lands  in  Strata 
ford.”  Children:  John, born  December  30, 1701 ; 
Henry,  born  October  3,  1703.  By  wife  Bethia: 
Benjamin,  born  May,  1708. 


NDREWJ.  PALMER  is  one  of  the  progress- 
ive business  men  of  Sound  Beach,  whose 
energies  are  devoted  to  the  oyster  business,  and 
by  his  ability,  enterprise  and  upright  methods  he 
has  established  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation. 
Although  he  is  comparatively  a young  man,  he 
has  already  won  a success  in  his  chosen  calling. 

On  his  father's  old  homestead  at  Sound  Beach, 
Mr.  Palmer  was  born  June  18,  1863,  a son  of 
Isaac  B.  and  Armenia  (Jones)  Palmer,  and  in  the 
district  schools  of  that  village  he  acquired  his 
education.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  left, 
home  and  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  as  a 
gardener’s  helper  for  a Mr.  Hhout,  in  Stamford 
township,  Fairfield  county.  Later  he  worked 
for  Hanford  Briggs  as  a farm  hand  at  $15  per 
month,  spending  the  winters  at  home  and  attend- 
ing school.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  oyster  business,  and  after  working 
for  others  for  one  year,  he  went  to  New  York 
City,  where  for  a year  and  a half  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  round  house  of  the  Sixth  Avenue 
Elevated  railway.  The  following  two  years  he 
was  fireman  on  the  New  York,  New  ijftven  & 
Hartford  railroad,  and  gave  up  that  position 
simply  on  account  of  failing  health.  He  then 
worked  at  oystering  until  his  health  improved, 
when  he  returned  to  the  Sixth  Avenue  Elevated 
Railway  Company.  New  York,  and  remained 
with  that  company  nearly  two  years,  working  his 
way  upward  to  night  engine  dispatcher,  with  four 
hundred  men  under  him.  Returning  to  Sound 
Beach,  he  embarked  in  the  oyster  business  on  his 
own  account,  and  so  successful  has  he  been  that 
he  is  now  quite  extensively  engaged  in  oyster 
growing,  and  owns  considerable  grounds. 

On  February  16.  1893.  Mr.  Palmer  was  mar- 
ried at  Stamford  to  MissAlice  Davis,  who  was  born 
and  reared  at  that  place,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Theodore  and  Phoebe  (Bedell)  Davis.  The  same 
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year  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Palmer  built  a pleasant 
residence  at  Sound  Beach,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  He  has  always  been  an  ardent 
Republican  in  politics,  but  not  an  office  seeker. 
Socially,  he  belongs  to  Empire  Lodge,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  at  Greenwich;  his  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 


SETH  STEVENS  DANN  is  one  of  Stamford's 
most  enterprising  and  successful  business 
men, and  in  addition  to  extensive  agricultural  oper- 
ations he  has  carried  on  a large  trade  as  a cooper, 
also  acted  as  local  agent  for  the  Cove  Mills,  while 
since  1889  he  has  been  a successful  manager  of 
the  Mount  Pleasant  Dairy  in  Stamford. 

Mr.  Dann  was  born  February  19.  1830,  at 
Hunting  Ridge,  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  where 
his  family  settled  in  Colonial  times.  Squire 
Dann,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  who  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  was  a resi- 
dent of  Hunting  Ridge,  and  he  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Rachel  Lockwood,  were 
much  respected  in  the  neighborhood.  Jonathan 
Dann,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  the 
old  homestead  at  Hunting  Ridge,  and  his  life 
was  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  that  locality. 
In  politics  he  was  a Whig,  and  he  took  great  in- 
terest in  religious  work  as  a leading  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church  near  his  home.  He  also 
served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Stevens,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Stevens,  and 
had  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows: 
George,  the  eldest,  located  in  Wisconsin,  and  was 
very  successful  in  business;  Julia  is  deceased; 
William  resides  in  California;  Emeline  is  de- 
ceased; Sellick  and  Charles  are  residents  of 
Stamford;  Ann  Eliza  is  a resident  of  Wisconsin; 
Henry  is  deceased;  Joseph,  whose  occupation  in 
his  younger  days  was  that  of  school  teacher, 
later  was  engaged  quite  extensively  in  the  brick 
business  in  Wisconsin;  Betsey  is  deceased;  and 
Seth  S.  is  our  subject.  There  were  thirty-two 
grandchildren  who  came  to  majority,  among 
whom  were  three  doctors  and  three  school  teach- 
ers. 

Mr.  Dann.  our  subject,  remained  at  the  old 
home  until  he  reached  his  majority,  his  educa- 
tion being  obtained  in  the  local  schools.  On 
December  28,  1851,  he  was  married  in  North 
Stamford  to  Miss  Mary  Slater,  daughter  of  Charles 
Slater,  a prominent  citizen  of  that  locality,  and 
soon  after  his  marriage  he  made  his  home  upon 
a farm  adjoining  his  father’s  estate,  which  he  now 
owns.  Later  he  removed  to  another  farm  on 
Hunting  Ridge,  and  since  September,  1889,  he 
has  resided  at  what  was  formerly  known  as  the 


Alfred  Hoyt  farm  in  Stamford.  For  twenty-fire 
years  he  was  the  agent  of  the  Cove  Mills,  and 
the  greater  portion  of  the  product  of  his  cooper 
shop  was  disposed  of  to  that  company,  the  re- 
mainder going  to  New  York  City.  While  he  is 
not  a politician,  he  takes  much  interest  in  public 
questions,  and  is  a stanch  supporter  of  Republic- 
an principles.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Method- 
ist and  for  many  years  he  has  been  a prominent 
member  of  the  local  society  of  that  denomina- 
tion. 

His  first  wife  passed  to  the  unseen  world 
June  23,  1861,  and  November  22,  1862,  Mr. 
Dann  married  Miss  Emily  Jane  Webb,  daughter 
of  Alfred  and  Sarah  (Weed)  Webb,  well-known 
residents  of  Stamford.  By  his  first  marriage  be 
had  two  children:  (1)  Sarah  A.,  who  married 

John  W.  Holly,  to  whom  three  sons  were  born- 
Roy  and  Howard  (both  born  in  Wisconsin),  and 
Walter;  and  (2)  Valaria  O.,  a school  teacher, 
who  married  W.  M.  Holly,  brother  to  John  W., 
and  they  have  one  son — Willie  Mason.  John 
W.  and  W.  M.  Holly  are  sons  of  Charles  Holly, 
a much  respected  and  successful  farmer.  By  his 
second  marriage  Mr.  Dann  has  one  son,  Herbert 
Irving,  a prominent  young  agriculturist  and 
dairyman  of  Stamford,  who  owns  and  operates 
the  W.  H.  Weed  farm.  He  was  reared  to  farm 
work  under  his  father’s  direction,  remaining  at 
the  old  home  on  Hunting  Ridge  until  be  reached 
the  age  of  sixteen,  and  was  given  the  best  edu- 
cational privileges  to  be  found  in  the  vicinity, 
graduating  in  1893  from  the  high  school  at  Stam- 
ford. During  the  past  year  he  has  devoted  con- 
siderable attention  to  general  farming,  but  for 
four  years  he  has  been  chiefly  interested  in  dairy- 
ing, in  connection  with  the  Mount  Pleasant 
Dairy,  which  is  now  the  largest  business  of  the 
kind  in  Stamford.  He  was  married  April  28, 
1898,  to  Miss  Nellie  Lounsbury,  daughter  of 
James  H.  and  Cecelia  E.  Lounsbury,  of  Stam- 
ford. 


C»  A.  MEEKER.  When  one  reaches,  in  years, 
'>  the  age  anywhere  beyond  the  three-score 

imit,  there  can  be  no  keener  satisfaction  than 
hat  given  by  a life  of  usefulness,  spent  in  con- 

ented  labor  in  one’s  appointed  sphere,  and 
narked  by  the  approval  of  one’s  own  conscience 
and  the  respect  and  affection  of  those  with  wh°m 
rne’s  lot  is  cast.  To  an  agricultural  worker,  lu- 
ng “ close  to  Nature’s  heart,”  such  a retrospect 
oust  show  long  years  of  peaceful  routine  to  , 
and  assuredly  this  is  the  case  with  the  subject  0 
his  sketch,  who  is  considered,  by  all  in  the  P°S1 
ion  to  know,  to  be  unexcelled,  if  equalled,  ® 
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the  State  of  Connecticut  as  an  all-round  agricult- 
urist and  scientific  farmer. 

Mr.  Meeker  is  a native  of  the  State,  born 
February  i,  1832,  a son  of  Aaron  and  Abigail 
Platt  (Saunders)  Meeker,  the  former  of  whom 
was  an  oysterman  by  occupation,  and  throughout 
his  brief  life  ‘•followed  the  water.”  He  died  in 
October,  1833,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-seven 
years,  leaving  a widow  and  three  children:  Aaron, 
who  was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  and  died  in  South- 
port,  leaving  a son  and  a daughter;  David,  a resi- 
dent of  New  Jersey;  and  C.  A.,  our  subject. 
The  widowed  mother  subsequently  married  Nehe- 
miah  Jennings  (a  sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where), and  by  him  had  a numerous  family. 

C.  A.  Meeker  received  but  a slender  educa- 
tion, not  many  months  altogether,  as  his  attend- 
ance at  school  was  limited  many  times  to  three 
winter  months,  sometimes  not  even  that,  and 
when  he  was  fourteen  his  schooling  ceased.  He 
lived  win,  o...erent  farmers,  was  always  indus- 
trious and  steady,  and  for  nearly  three  years  was 
with  Capt.  Ed  Taylor,  at  Greens  Farms.  Lo- 
cating at  Westport,  he  followed  farming  at  times, 
also  oystering,  and  being  a skilled  oarsman  he 
frequently  put  to  sea  in  a gale  when  others  would 
not  even  venture.  . He  made  money,  and  as  he 
was  also  a good  shot  he  often  brought  in  quail 
along  with  oysters — combining  business  with 
pleasure.  In  1863  Mr.  Meeker  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  28th  Conn.  V.  1.,  saw  first  duty  in  Flor- 
ida, and  participated  in  all  the  battles  in  which 
his  regiment  was  engaged  up  to  Port  Hudson, 
La.,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  held 
twenty-eight  days,  after  which  he  rejoined  his 
regiment.  He  served  one  year,  and  in  Septem- 
ber, 1864,  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  re- 
turned home  to  his  farm  work. 

In  1866  he  bought  a lot  at  Westport  for 
$1,200,  paying  $200  in  cash,  which  he  had  made 
in  two  weeks'  oystering.  He  leased  other  land, 
and  in  1884  he  began  farming  on  Sasco  Hill,  at 
Meeker's  Point.  He  commenced  with  twenty- 
five  acres,  which  he  secured  in  a business  trans- 
action, one  year  later  removing  to  Meeker’s 
Point,  and  by  later  purchase  he  now  has  fifty-six 
acres  of  the  best  land  obtainable  in  the  vicinity 
of  Southport,  and  for  which  he  claims  he  has  re- 
fused $1,000  per  acre.  He  built  his  residence 
upon  one  of  the  most  delightful  locations  on 
Long  Island  Sound,  situated  as  it  is  on  a knoll 
and  point  of  land  commanding  a magnificent 
view  of  the  Sound  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach, 
both  east  and  west,  and  easily  as  far  as  the  Long 
Island  shore,  opposite.  He  has  also  put  up 
other  dwellings  in  Southport,  which  he  still  owns, 
and  moreover  is  the  possessor  of  several  farms 


in  Southington,  all  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. So  thoroughly  versed  is  he  in  the  art  of 
farming,  both  scientific  and  practical,  and  so 
thorough  a master  is  he  of  all  the  details  con- 
nected with  it,  that  he  confidently  asserts,  and 
without  fear  of  challenge,  that  he  can  take  any 
one  of  the  thousand  of  abandoned  farms  in  Con- 
necticut, and  make  money  out  of  it. 

Mr.  Meeker  has  been  twice  married,  first  time 
in  1853,  before  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
to  Miss  Frances  J.  Northrup,  daughter  of  Alvin 
and  Sarah  (McKinnon)  Northrup,  a sketch  of 
whom  appears  elswhere,  and  children  as  follows 
were  born  to  them:  Hattie  E.  (Mrs.  John  J. 
Lee),  of  Newark,  N.  J.;  Frank  M..  of  East 
Bridgeport;  John  H.,  of  Southington,  Conn.; 
Jennie  (Mrs.  Charles  Parsell),  of  Southington; 
Louise  (Mrs.  Fred  Parsell),  also  of  Southington; 
Freddy,  deceased  at  the  age  of  eleven  years; 
Mary,  deceased  at  five;  and  Charles  A.,  Jr.  The 
mother  of  these  died  March  13,  1875,  and  June 
ti,  1877,  Mr.  Meeker  wedded  Miss  Sarah  E.' 
Hubbell,  a native  of  Greenfield,  Conn.,  but 
reared  in  Fairfield,  a daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  (Sturgis)  Hubbell.  By  this  marriage  there 
is  one  son,  Henry  H.,  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meeker  are  consistent  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Southport,  of  which 
he  is  trustee.  “In  the  village  one  of  the  most 
active,  enterprising  and  noblest  hearted  men  is 
C.  A.  Meeker.  But  for  his  sagacity,  enterprise 
and  generosity,  the  new  M.  E.  Church  would 
hardly  have  been  a possibility  at  this  time.  It 
was  he  who  had  the  forethought  and  courage  to 
purchase  the  site  for  the  new  church,  on  his  own 
responsibility,  in  order  to  make  certain  of  secur- 
ing an  advantageous  location,  q site  that  is  now 
deemed  by  many  the  finest  for  the  purpose.” 
In  his  political  predilections  Mr.  Meeker  was 
originally  a Democrat,  but  after  casting  a few 
votes  in  the  interest  of  that  party  he  joined  the 
Republican  ranks,  and  has  ever  since  been  one 
of  its  stanchest  supporters.  He  has  frequently 
been  offered  nominations  for  office,  but  he  has 
invariably  declined  such  honors  and  his  time  and 
attention  are  completely  absorbed  with  his  farm 
work. 

Not  alone  is  Mr.  Meeker  a scientific  and  prac- 
tical farmer,  second  to  none  in  the  State,  but  he 
is  also  an  inventor  of  no  little  fame,  his  ability 
in  that  line  being  directed,  as  would  naturally  be 
expected,  to  agricultural  implements.  In  1879, 
the  Fairfield  Agricultural  Society  gave  him  a di- 
ploma for  a harrow  which  he  invented,  and  which 
has  become  one  of  the  most  popular  and  valuable 
farm  tools  in  existence.  Inde  d,  his  inventive 
genius  has  contributed  several  farm  implements 
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to  the  country,  his  greatest  reward  being  the 
appreciation  he  finds  everywhere  for  their  use- 
fulness. He,  himself,  is  among  the  foremost  in 
having  on  his  premises  up-to-date  machinery  of 
the  best  make,  which,  no  doubt,  in  a great  mea- 
sure accounts  for  his  unqualified  success  as  a 
.grower  of  crops,  and  as  producer  of  potatoes  and 
•onions,  which  require  thehighest  class  of  farming. 
In  this  specialty  he  is  one  of  the  best  known 
growers  in  Connecticut.  As  a business  man, 
also,  his  integrity  is  on  a par  with  his  pre-emi- 
nence as  an  agriculturist,  and  he  is,  withal,  a 
man  of  almost  inexhaustible  energy  and  irrepres- 
sible industry. 

Mr.  Meeker  has  always  been  an  original 
•thinker,  and  an  investigator  working  along  with 
independent  lines,  He  is  one  of  the  self-made 
men  of  our  times,  and  in  business  matters  has 
proven  himself  to  be  a man  of  unusual  foresight. 


CHARLES  H.  HARTMANN  (deceased). 

Much  indeed  has  been  written  and  said 
about  “what  we  owe  the  Mother  country,"  but 
in  very  truth  we  owe  much  more  that  is  substan- 
tial and  real  to  the  Fatherland,  for  the  class  of 
citizens  she  has  given  us.  Among  our  citizens 
most  useful  in  peace,  most  loyal  in  times  of 
trouble,  and  at  all  times  ready  and  willing  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  our  country,  are  the  Ger- 
man-Americans.  Not  that  they  have  forgotten 
their  old  home,  nor  that  they  love  it  less,  but 
rbecause  of  the  manly  principles  engendered  in 
the  minds  and  hearts  by  the  educational  system 
there,  and  we  have  Germany  to  thank  for  much 
that  is  good  in  America.  To  this  class  of  citi- 
zens belonged  the  late  Charles  H.  Hartmann,  a 
■native  of  Neuftardt-en-Hardt,  Germany,  born 
May  il,  1844,  a son  of  George  Frederick  and 
Elizabeth  (Prinz)  Hartmann. 

George  Frederick  Hartmann  was  a native  of 
Germany,  where  he  always  made  his  home.  For 
years  he  conducted  a large  wine  business,  and 
was  ranked  among  the  wealthy  citizens  in  his 
home.  He  married  Elizabeth  Prinz,  of  the  same 
place.  In  the  family  of  children  that  resulted 
from  this  union,  was  Charles  H..  who  early 
learned  the  details  necessary  to  the  brewing  of 
beer.  His  education  was  all  received  in  his  na- 
tive country,  and  the  thorough  systematic  habits 
.taught  in  the  German  schools  fully  disciplined 
him  for  the  struggle  in  life’s  battles  that  ultimate- 
ly placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  citizenship 
an  this  country,  noted  for  his  business  ability  and 
lor  his  success  as  a financier. 

When  twenty-one  years  of  age  (1866)  our 
subject  came  to  this  country,  landing  in  New 


York  City.  He  was  literally  without  a dollar, 
but  armed  only  with  a pair  of  stout  hands  and  a 
willingness  to  work  to  earn  an  honest  livelihood, 
he  started  out  in  the  New  World.  He  first 
worked  for  Conrad  Stein,  later  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Crescent  Brewing  Company,  of  Net 
York  City.  His  next  employment  was  at  Mor- 
risania  (now  called  Morris),  Otsego  Co.,  N.  V., 
where  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  foreman  of  a 
brewery,  and  then  for  six  years  he  carried  on  a 
successful  business  for  himself  at  a saloon  on 
First  avenue,  between  58th  and  59th  streets. 
This  he  closed  out  in  order  to  become  foreman 
for  the  A.  Hepfull  Brewing  Company,  of  New 
York,  with  which  concern  he  remained  foor 
years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  determined  to 
enter  business  for  himself  again,  and  moth 
against  the  wishes  of  his  employers  he  resigned. 
Then  in  1 888,  he  came  to  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
and  bought  out  the  Bridgeport  Brewing  Com- 
pany, afterward  known  as  the  C.  H.  Hartmann 
Brewery,  which  controlled  the  largest  trade  in 
this  section  of  the  country.  This  plant  he  im- 
proved and  enlarged,  until  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  had  the  largest  in  the  country. 

On  August  28,  1872,  Mr.  Hartmann  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Susanna,  daughter  of 
Ludwig  and  Margaret  Schonsiegel,  of  Neuftardt- 
en-Hardt,  Germany,  the  former  a prominent 
painter  of  that  place.  Mrs.  Hartmann  came  to 
this  country  some  time  before  her  marriage,  land- 
ing at  New  York,  November/,  1871.  The  happy 
home  of  our  subject  and  his  noble  wife  was 
brightened  by  twelve  children,  five  of  whom  are 
living:  Fritz,  Margaretta,  Charles  H.,  William 

and  Annie. 

Mr.  Hartmann's  success  in  life  was  due  wholly 
to  his  own  exertions.  The  honesty,  industry  and 
frugality  inherent  in  his  race  were  his  only  aids, and 
his  remarkable  success  makes  him  truly  one  of  our 
self-made  men.  At  his  death  he  left  an  estateof 
at  least  $150,000.  His  employes  had  for  him 
that  respect  which  a just  but  kind-hearted  em- 
ployer always  inspires,  and  he  was  accustomed 
to  look  upon  them,  not  as  mere  machines  that 
run  so  many  hours  per  day,  but  as  men,  an 

among  them  he  had  many  warm  personal  friends. 
With  the  mind  to  see,  and  the  ability  to  execute, 

his  business  affairs  were  always  in  good  shape 
and  his  executors  found  little  to  do.  Socially.11* 
was  a member  of  the  Brewing  Masters,  Odd  Fe- 
lows,  Heine  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Bavar 
ians,  Germania,  and  in  fact,  of  all  the  German 
lodges  and  societies  in  Connecticut.  . 

When  on  January  30,  1896,  the  rumor  spre* 
that  Charles  H.  Hartmann  was  dead,  it  seem 
as  if  the  entire  city  was  in  mourning,  so  well  a35 
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he  known,  and  so  greatly  was  he  beloved.  Long 
months  of  pain  and  suffering  left  no  trace  on  his 
disposition,  and  the  callers  in  the  sick  room  could 
not  realize  that  their  sunny,  genial  friend  was 
slowly  dying,  bearing  his  intense  suffering  with- 
out a single  complaint,  ever  as  thoughtful  for 
those  around  him  as  in  the  days  of  his  health. 
At  the  last  the  end  came  peacefully,  and  the  well- 
known  smile  still  hovered  about  the  lips  that 
would  speak  no  more.  Long  before  the  hour  of 
the  funeral  great  throngs  of  people  crowded  the 
street,  and  it  is  estimated  that  over  three  thou- 
sand persons  were  in  attendance,  and  among 
them,  very,  very  few  who  came  but  because  of  a 
friendly  interest  in  the  deceased.  Banked  with 
flowers  the  casket  lay  in  state  as  hundreds  passed 
slowly  by  to  catch  the  last  glimpse  of  that  kindly 
face;  those  whom  his  generosity  had  aided  came 
in  large  numbers,  and  with  them  those  who  were 
proud  to  be  called  his  “ friends.  ” Quiet  and  at- 
tentive, the  dense  crowds  listened  to  the' impres- 
sive services  at  the  house,  and  again  at  the 
grave,  and  at  the  close,  all  that  was  mortal  of 
Charles  H.  Hartmann  was  consigned  to  its  last 
resting  place;  and  amid  the  solemn  stillness  there 
seemed  to  be  spoken  in  comforting  tones; 

" Life  is  ever  Lord  of  Death,  and  Love  can  never  lose 
its  own.” 

The  faithful  wife,  whose  loving  ministrations 
soothed  his  last  hours,  is  still  living  with  her 
children  in  a handsome  home  on  the  East  side, 
devoted  to  her  family,  and,  as  only  a true  woman 
can,  is  carrying  on  the  charitable  work  begun  by 
her  noble  husband. 


JOHN  M.  HAWLEY,  the  leading  merchant 
tailor  of  Bridgeport,  is  a member  of  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  families 
of  Fairfield  county,  and  his  excellent  standing 
as  a citizen  shows  that  he  is  worthy  of  his 
ancestry. 

The  family  originated  in  England,  the  first  to 
cross  the  ocean  being  Joseph  Hawley,  who  was 
born  in  1603  in  Derbyshire,  and  in  1629  set  sail 
for  America,  landing  at  Boston,  Mass.  A few 
years  later  he  settled  in  Connecticut,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  1690  in  Stratford.  He  had 
five  children;  Ebenezer,  Joseph,  Samuel, 
Ephraim  and  John,  the  first  two  of  whom  left 
no  descendants. 

Abijah  Hawley,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  January  26,  1769,  and  became  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  Bridgeport.  For  some 
years  he  was  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  from 
Bridgeport  to  New  York  City  and  Southern  ports, 
and  later  he  was  interested  in  railroad  business, 


being  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Housatonic 
Railroad  Company,  in  which  he  was  probably  an 
officer.  He  married  Polly  Somers,  and  had 
three  children:  Thomas,  a merchant  at  Bridge- 
port; Munson,  our  subject’s  father;  and  Abijah, 
who  was  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business. 

The  late  Munson  Hawley,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  April  10,  1803, 
and  was  always  identified  with  that  town.  Be- 
ginning his  business  career  as  a poor  boy,  he 
made  his  way  to  a leading  place  in  financial  cir- 
cles in  this  section.  He  was  the  first  to  take 
command  of  a vessel  from  Bridgeport,  and  for 
many  years  he  was  interested  in  shipping  between 
that  point  and  the  Southern  and  Metropolitan 
markets.  During  this  time  he  also  conducted  a 
wholesale  grocery  on  Water  street,  and  on  his 
retirement  in  1 870  from  that  line  of  business  he 
engaged  in  banking.  For  ten  years  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Pequonnock  Bank,  at  Bridgeport, 
and  he  was  then  elected  president  of  the  Bridge- 
port National  Bank,  a position  which  he  held 
until  his  death  in  1892,  which  occurred  when  he 
had  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine 
years.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  later  a 
Republican,  and  while  be  was  not  especially  act- 
ive in  party  work  he  was  frequently  chosen  to 
important  local  offices.  In  1865-66  he  served  as 
alderman,  and  in  1866  and  1869  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  Bridgeport.  He  was  prominent  in  re- 
ligious work,  and  although  he  was  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  early  life,  he  after- 
ward united  with  the  Episcopal  Church,  becom- 
ing one  of  the  leading  members  of  St.  John’s 
parish,  at  Bridgeport.  He  married  (first)  Susan 
M.  Hubbell,  and  (second)  Jane  Kirtland.  By 
the  first  marriage  he  had  the  following  children: 
Miss  Adaline;  Miss  Susan;  Fannie  (Mrs.  Edward 
W.  Marsh);  Louise,  wife  of  John  B.  Hubbell,  of 
the  Bridgeport  Steamboat  Company;  Levi,  who 
is  now  in  California.  By  the  second  marriage 
there  were  three  children:  John  M.,  our  sub- 
ject; Harriet  K.,  wife  of  Rev.  Ernest  Matthews, 
of  Erie,  Penn.;  and  Charles  A.,  deceased. 

Mrs.  Jane  Kirtland  Hawley,  our  subject’s 
mother,  was  a daughter  of  Samuel  Kirtland,  and 
granddaughter  of  Bostwick  Kirtland.  Her  fam- 
ily was  one  of  the  oldest  in  Bridgeport,  and  her 
father  was  the  owner  of  the  greater  portion  of 
Golden  Hill.  He  married  Harriet  Bostwick,  and 
had  four  children:  Harriet  (Mrs.  Joseph  Thomp- 

son); Charles  A.,  who  made  his  home  in  New 
York  City;  Frederick  K.,  and  Jane  (Mrs.  Haw- 
ley). 

John  M.  Hawley  was  bom  November  22,1851, 
in  the  city  of  Bridgeport,  and  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  town.  On  leaving 
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school,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  he  engaged  in 
clerking  for  Sammis,  Robie  & Fairchild,  clothiers 
at  Bridgeport,  and  when  the  firm  was  re-organ- 
ized as  Sammis  & Fairchild  he  continued  in  the 
same  capacity.  In  1880  he  became  a partner 
under  the  firm  name  of  Sammis  & Hawley,  and 
in  1 889  he  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Sammis. 
He  carried  on  business  alone  for  a short  time, 
but  in  1891  he  sold  out  to  Jones,  Keane  & Co. 
Later  he  engaged  in  business  as  a merchant  tail- 
or at  his  present  stand,  and  from  the  first  he  has 
enjoyed  a large  patronage,  his  previous  connec- 
tion with  the  business  having  gained  for  him  the 
confidence  of  the  best  people  of  the  vicinity.  In 
1881  he  married  Miss  Stella  Way,  daughter  of 
Jarvis  Way,  a well-known  resident  of  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  and  they  have  one  child,  Natalie.  The 
family  is  prominent  socially  and  Mr.  Hawley  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  be- 
longing to  Corinthian  Lodge.  F.  & A.  M. ; Hamil- 
ton Commandery  No.  5,  K.  T. ; and  Pyramid 
Temple,  Order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Politically, 
he  is  a Republican,  and  for  a number  of  years  he 
served  as  vice-president  of  the  Republican 
League  of  this  State,  and  as  chairman  of  the  Re- 
publican Committee  of  his  town.  Asa  good  cit- 
izen he  is  interested  in  municipal  affairs,  and  he 
served  on  the  board  of  police  commissioners  in 
1886-87,  also  on  the  board  of  charities  in  1893. 

'|*JMLDMAN  ADAMS,  for  many  years  a high- 
ly  skilled  carpenter,  and  of  later  years  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  the  town  of  Weston,  Fair- 
field  county,  has  earned  a success  in  business  by 
his  enterprise,  his  natural  shrewdness,  and  his 
well-established  reputation  for  integrity. 

Mr.  Adams  is  a native  of  Fairfield  county, 
born  March  6,  1823,  and  received  his  education 
at  the  district  schools,  after  which  he  learned 
carpentry,  working  at  same  in  the  principal  cities 
of  Connecticut  until  1890,  in  which  year  he 
abandoned  his  trade  and  took  up  farming  in  the 
town  of  Weston.  In  his  political  preferences  he 
is  an  ardent  Democrat,  at  one  time  was  second 
selectman  of  his  town,  and  also  served  in  other 
town  offices. 

On  January  14,  1871,  Mr.  Adams  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Eunice  J.  Smith,  who  was 
born  July  31.  1847.  a daughter  of  Peter  and 
Mary  A.  Fitch,  highly  respectable  farming  peo- 
ple of  the  town  of  Weston,  and  three  children 
have  blessed  their  union,  as  follows:  (1)  George 
W.,  born  December  29,  1871,  was  for  a time 
employed  in  a steam  sawmill,  but  of  late  years 
has  been  engaged  in  farming;  Mary  J.,  born 
April  16,  1874,  and  Lizzie,  born  April  13,  J878. 


Silimon  Adams,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston,  Fairfield  county, 
and  was  a lifelong  farmer.  In  the  Revolutionary 
war  he  beat  the  bass  drum,  which  drum  after- 
ward as  a family  relic  was  hard  to  beat.  He 
had  a family  of  seven  children,  to  wit:  Squire 
Adams,  a sketch  of  whom  follows;  John,  mar- 
ried to  Eunice  Raymond;  David,  married  to  Polly 
Lockwood;  Arita,  wife  of  Samuel  Fairfield; Mary, 
wife  of  Sherwood  Gray;  Polly,  who  died  unmar- 
ried. and  Nancy,  wife  of  John  Crossman, 

Squire  Adams,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1789,  in  the  town  of  Weston,  and  all  his  life 
engaged  in  farming.  An  Old-line  Democrat,  be 
was  active  in  the  party,  but  no  office  holder.  By 
his  wife,  Parmelia  "Waterbury,  daughter  of  Thad- 
deus  and  Polly  Waterbury,  he  had  children  as 
follows:  Mary  married  David  French; Wildman 

is  our  subject;  Rufus  married  Esther  Lockwood; 
Sherman  married  Maria  Banks;  Taylor  J.  married 
Caroline  Disbrow;  Sarah  married  William  H. 
Davis;  Nancy  married  Charles  H.  Sherman; and 
William  H.  died  in  infancy. 

Lyman  Smith,  grandfather  of  our  subjects 
wife,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston,  Fairfield 
county,  and,  like  his  father,  was  a lifelong  tiller 
of  the  soil.  He  married,  and  had  children  as 
follows:  Maria  S.  married  David  Sturges; Peter, 

sketch  of  whom  follows;  Isaac  married  Priscilla 
Edwards;  Delia  never  married;  Silas  married 
(first)  Eliza  Godfrey,  and  (second)  Sylvia  Hotch- 
kiss; Lyman  married  Sallie  J.  Fitch;  and  Harriet 
died  in  infancy. 

Peter  Smith,  father  of  our  subject’s  wife  and 
a farmer  by  occupation,  was  bom  in  the  town  of 
Weston  August  4,  1813,  and  is  yet  living,  h> 
politics  he  is  an  ardent  Democrat.  He  married 
Miss  Mary  A.  Fitch,  who  was  born  August  14. 
1822,  a daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Eunice  L 
(Godfrey)  Fitch,  farming  people  of  the  town  of 
Weston,  and  children  as  follows  came  of  this 
union:  Silas  and  Edwin  (1)  both  died  in  in- 

fancy ; George  E.  married  Orpha  Gregory;  Eunice 
J.  married  WHdman  Adams;  Elizabeth  E.  mar- 
ried  William  Goodban;  Lyman  P.  died  single. 
Mary  J.  died  young;  Rachel  A.  married  Lawrence 
Walker;  and  Edwin  (2)  married  Jennie  Werts. 

P)ETER  H.  MORGAN,  junior  member  of  the 

well-known  drug  firm  of  E.  C.  Goulden  & 

Co.,  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  county,  is  one  of  the 
rising  young  men  of  his  community,  and  bids 
fair,  in  time,  to  place  himself  in  the  ranks  of  her 
prosperous  and  substantial  citizens. 

Mr.  Morgan  was  born  in  Stamford,  October 
28,  187  s,  a son  of  Francis  Morgan,  who  held  a 
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■ position  in  the  Yale  & Towne  Factory  in  Stam- 
ford. He,  Francis  Morgan,  was  born  in  Belfast, 
Ireland,  in  which  country  he  was  reared,  coming 
thence  to  America  in  his  early  manhood.  In 
New  York  City  he  married  Margaret  Heflerman, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children,  namely:  John 

F.,  who  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Brennan  & 
Morgan,  plumbers,  of  Stamford;  Peter  H.-;  and 
Thomas,  who  is  deceased.  The  entire  family 
are  members  of  St.  John’s  Church,  of  Stamford, 
and  Mr.  Morgan  was  president  of  the  Catholic 
Benevolent  Legion  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
January  29.  1899,  from  pneumonia. 

Peter  H.  Morgan  has  always  lived  in  Stam- 
ford, where  he  attended  the  public  schools  in 
his  earlier  years,  acquiring  a good  practical  edu- 
cation. When  seventeen  years  old  he  entered 
the  drug  store  of  E.  C.  Goulden,  where  by  steady 
habits  and  hard  work  he  rose  in  time  to  the  po- 
sition of  manager.  Mr.  Goulden  died  in  1896, 
and  since  July  1,  1897,  the  business  has  been 
carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  C.  Goul- 
den & Co.,  the  members  thereof  being  Mrs.  E. 
C.  Goulden  and  Peter  H.  Morgan.  Mr.  Morgan 
has  already  established  for  himself  an  enviable 
reputation  for  reliability  and  business  talent, 
which,  coupled  with  unceasing  energy  and  a pro- 
gressive disposition,  cannot  fail  to  make  his  ca- 
reer useful  and  honorable,  as  well  as  successful 
in  the  best  sense  of  the  word. 


PATRICK  J.  DOWLING,  for  the  past  decade 
_ a well-known  resident  of  Bridgeport,  is  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  having  been  born  Septem- 
ber 19.  1859,  in  the  city  of  Derby,  New  Haven 
county. 

Joseph  Dowling,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Kilkenny,  Ireland,  and  coming  to  this 
country  settled  in  Derby,  Conn.  He  married 
Mary  Campion,  also  a native  of  Kilkenny,  and 
eleven  children  were  born  to  them,  seven  of 
whom  are  yet  living,  viz. : James  is  a resident 

of  Derby,  and  is  in  the  employ  of  the  city  cor- 
poration; Patrick  J.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Mary  married  John  Ford,  a me- 
chanic, of  Derby;  Catherine  wedded  Frank  Ford, 
a wine  merchant  of  Derby;  Alice  is  the  wife  of 
B.  J.  McMannus,  also  a wine  merchant;  Joseph 
is  a machinist  in  Derby;  Agnes  married  William 
Knight,  who  is  engaged  in  the  Weiss-beer  busi- 
ness in  Derby. 

Patrick  J.  Dowling  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Derby,  and  in  1878  he  went  to  Chica- 
go, where  for  two  years  he  worked  in  a corset 
manufactory.  Returning  to  his  native  town  he 
there  engaged  in  the  liquor  business  some  six 


years  and  on  August  14,  1889,  he  came  to 
Bridgeport,  here  opening  out  in  the  same  line  of 
trade.  Removing  hence  to  Black  Rock,  Fair- 
field  county,  he  there  conducted  a grocery  and 
liquor  business,  combined,  till  1895,  in  which 
year  he  returned  to  Bridgeport,  bought  three  lots 
and  erected  his  present  fine  building  at  No.  635 
Fairfield  avenue,  where  his  place  of  business  has 
since  been. 

On  January  1,  1887,  Mr.  Dowling  married 
Mary  Kelley,  who  was  bom  in  Bridgeport,  a 
daughter  of  John  Kelley,  and  one  child,  Joseph, 
has  come  to  brighten  the  home.  In  politics  Mr. 
Dowling  is  a Democrat;  socially,  he  is  a member 
of  the  Foresters  of  America,  and  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus;  in  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Our 
subject  is  looked  upon  as  a man  truly  upright  and 
honorable  in  all  things,  and  one  whom  his 
acquaintances  can  depend  upon  as  a friend. 


CHARLES  BOTSFORD.  The  Botsford  fami- 
ly has  been  prominent  in  Fairfield  county 
from  an  early  day,  the  village  of  Botsford  having 
been  named  in  their  honor,  and  the  thrift  and 
business  sagacity  of  its  members  have  become 
proverbial. 

The  subject  of  this  biography,  a prosperous 
agriculturist  and  blacksmith  residing  near  Bots- 
ford, is  a great-grandson  of  Philo  Botsford,  and 
a grandson  of  Capt.  Sherman  Botsford,  who  was 
born  in  1775  and  made  his  home  in  Newtown 
township,  on  a farm  just  above  that  now  occu- 
pied by  his  grandson,  Sherman  Botsford.  Cap- 
tain Botsford  gained  his  title  by  service  in  the 
militia;  he  was  a man  of  great  influence  in  his 
locality,  his  large  real-estate  holdings  in  the 
vicinity  of  Botsford  giving  him  rank  among  the 
wealthy  citizens  of  that  time.  He  died  January 
27,  1815,  in  his  forty-first  year,  and  his  wife, 
Ann  (Beardslee),  died  November  26,  1822,  aged 
forty-eight  years.  They  had  three  children,  viz.: 
Josiah,  our  subject’s  father;  Jerard,  who  married 
Juliette  Beardslee,  and  Louisa,  wife  of  Philip  P. 
Porter. 

Josiah  Botsford,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  October  13,  1798,  and  inherited  from 
his  father  a fine  homestead  near  Botsford,  com- 
prising more  than  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  part 
of  which  is  now  the  property  of  our  subject. 
Although  he  had  only  a common-school  educa- 
tion his  excellent  mental  abilities  enabled  him  to 
acquire  a wide  range  of  information  on  general 
topics,  and  he  was  especially  noted  for  his  good 
judgment.  As  an  agriculturist  be  was  successful, 
and  for  some  time  he  was  engaged  in  surveying 
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roads  in  this  section  in  addition  to  his  other  lines 
of  work.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  but 
was  not  particularly  active  in  public  affairs.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  a Universalist,  and  he  is 
still  remembered  as  a man  of  large  heart,  his 
generous  sympathy  with  the  poor  being  shown  in 
many  ways.  He  died  October  i,  1857,  and  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Polly  Ann  Sher- 
man, passed  away  March  22,  1887.  Our  subject 
was  the  youngest  in  a family  of  three  children. 
Mary  Ann,  born  April  2,  1825,  at  the  old  home- 
stead, married  John  Curtis,  and  Sherman  B., 
born  May  13,  1826,  married  Cornelia  A.  Wakely. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  New- 
town in  1798,  and  was  married  November  25, 
1823.  In  religion  she  was  an  Episcopalian,  as 
her  family  has  been  connected  with  that  Church 
from  early  times.  Her  father,  Lyman  Sherman, 
was  a well-known  resident  of  this  county,  and 
he  and  his  wife,  Hepzibah  (Mallory),  reared  a 
large  family  of  children,  as  follows:  2erah,  born 
March  6,  1786;  Aby,  January  6,  1788;  Nathan 
B.,  November  16,  1790;  Marcia,  November  6, 
1792;  Dellany,  November  16,  1794;  Sally,  May 
9,  1797;  Polly  Ann,  October  9,  1798;  Joel, -Octo- 
ber 3,  1800;  and  Laurison,  April  17,  1803. 

Mr.  Botsford  was  born  February  25,  1833, 
on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies  as 
a homestead.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  *•  Walker’s  Farm  ’’  District,  having 
no  other  advantages,  and  as  his  help  was  needed 
at  home  during  the  summer  his  attendance  was 
limited  to  the  winter  sessions.  When  about  six- 
teen years  old  he  went  to  Oxford,  Conn.,  to  learn 
the  blacksmith’s  trade  with  Nicholas  French, 
and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years,  gain- 
ing a thorough  knowledge  of  the  business  in  all 
its  details.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  he 
worked  for  some  time  as  a journeyman,  being 
employed  first  by  Mr.  French,  at  Wolcotville, 
now  Torrington,  where  he  spent  two  years,  and 
later  he  secured  a position  in  Hallock’s  shipyard, 
Derby,  Conn.  In  1857  he  went  west,  and  after 
spending  some  time  at  Pepin,  Wis.,  he  worked 
for  one  summer  at  Walnut  Ridge,  Washington 
Co.,  Ind.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  re- 
turned to  Newtown  on  account  of  the  death  of 
his  father,  and  he  spent  the  following  winter  in 
working  for  his  old  employer,  Nicholas  French. 
He  established  his  residence  at  the  old  homestead, 
in  the  fall  of  1858  opening  a shop  across  the  road 
from  the  house.  Mr.  Botsford  is  considered  one 
of  the  best  workmen  in  this  section,  and  his  high 
reputation  has  drawn  a large  custom,  extending 
to  Birmingham,  Norwalk,  Derby  and  Danbury, 
and  his  forty  years  of  active  business  life  have 
given  him  a stand  among  the  leading  men  of  the 


locality.  F.  J.  French,  a son  of  the  Mr.  Freud 
above  mentioned,  served  an  apprenticeship  ol 
three  years  with  bur  subject. 

On  July  2,  1863,  Mr.  Botsford  married  Mis 
Adelia  Jordan,  who  was  born  December  7, 
1835,  a daughter  of  Marshall  and  Delaney  Sha- 
man Jordan,  of  Newtown,  and  tbeir  home  is 
brightened  by  one  child,  Mary  Gertrude,  bora 
July  25,  1882.  The  family  is  identified  with  St 
Peter’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  Monroe  Center,  and 
Mr.  Botsford  is  in  sympathy  with  all  movements 
that  tend  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  commu- 
nity. Politically,  he  is  a Democrat  so  far  as  Na- 
tional issues  are  concerned,  but  in  local  affairs  be 
votes  independently.  While  he  is  notan  office 
seeker  he  does  not  shirk  his  duties  as  a citizen, 
and  at  times  he  has  served  as  juryman. 

LARENCE  LEROY  MORGAN,  of  Danbury, 
is  an  enterprising  and  successful  business 
man,  and  conducts  an  extensive  trade  in  groceries, 
meats,  coal,  wood  and  other  commodities  at  No. 
224  White  street. 

Mr.  Morgan  is  a native  of  Danbury,  and  his 
family  is  well-known  in  this  county.  His  great- 
grandfather, Joseph  Morgan,  was  a resident  of 
New  Fairfield.  Peter  Morgan,  our  subjects 
grandfather,  married  Clarissa  Taylor,  and  settled 
in  the  town  of  Bethel,  in  this  county.  Their 

son,  George,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  there 
July  12,  1826,  and  is  now  living  in  the  Great 
Plain  District,  town  of  Danbury,  where  he  is  «■ 
gaged  in  farming  and  in  the  hatter’s  trade.  His 
wife,  Ann  M . Morris,  who  is  also  living,  was  bora 
in  1827,  in  Brookfield,  Conn.,  a daughter  of  Allred 
and  Hannah  (Starr)  Morris,  and  granddaughter 
of  Bethel  Morris.  This  worthy  couple  have  had 
eight  children,  seven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 
Of  these,  the  eldest,  Charles  S.,  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-nine,  while  the  following  survive- 
George  R.,  Alfred  M.,  Clarence  L.,  Evelyn  E. 
Georgianna  and  Susan  E. 

Mr.  Morgan,  our  subject,  began  his  earthly 
career  November  2,  1856,  and  has  always  re- 
sided in  his  native  town.  He  obtained  a com- 
mon-school education  during  boyhood  while  as- 
sisting his  father  in  the  farm  work,  and  remain® 
at  home  until  the  age  of  twenty-two.  Aboo 
1878  he  spent  a year  in  the  meat  business, ,b( 
after  his  marriage,  in  1879^  to  Miss  Jennie  J- 
Chase,  he  made  his  home  for  a time  upon  a farm 
and  devoted  his  attention  to  agriculture.  ” 
1 884  he  again  established  himself  in  the 
business,  and  has  ever  since  continued  in ' * 
ever-increasing  custom.  As  time  pa®*® 
added  a stock  of  groceries,  and  that  ventt 
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proving  successful,  he  engaged  in  the  coal  and 
wood  business,  in  1893.  and  >n  all  of  these  varied 
lines  he  has  built  up  a large  and  profitable  trade. 
He  has  a high  reputation  in  business  circles,  be- 
ing prompt  to  settle  all  obligations,  and  his  ex- 
cellent qualities  have  won  for  him  the  esteem  of 
all  classes.  While  he  is  not  especially  active  in  I 
local  politics,  he  takes  an  interest  in  all  public 
questions,  and  is  a strong  adherent  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party. 

In  1879  Mr.  Morgan  married  Miss  Jennie  J. 
Chase,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Eunice  (Barnum) 
Chase,  of  the  town  of  Danbury,  and  three  chil- 
dren have  blessed  the  union:  George  W..  who 

now  assists  his  father  in  the  business;  Eunice  M. 
and  Rena  I.,  who  are  at  home.  Mr.  Morgan 
and  his  family  attend  the  Church  of  the  Disciples, 
of  which  his  wife  and  son  are  active  members. 


SAMUEL  A.  PATTERSON,  a successful  hor- 
ticulturist and  florist  of  Stratford,  is  a man 
whose  sound  judgment  and  energy  have  won  for 
him  an  enviable  reputation  in  business  life. 

Mr.  Patterson  brings  to  his  enterprises  the 
keen  insight  of  his  Scottish  ancestry,  sharpened 
by  generations  of  New  England  life.  The  first 
of  the  name  to  come  from  Scotland  was  Andrew 
Patterson,  who,  with  two  brothers,  located  in 
New  Jersey  at  an  early  day,  later  settling  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  many  of  his  descendants  are 
now  to  be  found.  James  Patterson,  great-great- 
grandfather of  Samuel  A.,  was  a descendant  of 
Andrew  Patterson,  and  was  born  August  13,  1707, 
in  or  near  Northboro,  Mass.,  and  followed  farm- 
ing in  that  vicinity.  He  married  Lydia  Fisk. 
David  Patterson,  great-grandfather  of  Samuel  A., 
was  born  in  Northboro,  May  17.  1739,  and  mar- 
ried Beulah  Clark.  Their  son,  Jonathan,  grand- 
father of  Samuel  A.,  was  born  at  Northboro. 
September  3,  1765,  and  died  there  November  28, 
1846,  aged  eighty-one  years.  In  1794  he  went  j 
to  Canada,  and  there  took  up  a farm  of  400 
acres  in  the  wilderness,  and  built  the  first  frame 
house  at  Three  Rivers,  Province  of  Quebec.  In 
1812.  on  account  of  the  war  breaking  out  between  j 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  he  returned  j 
to  Massachusetts.  He  married  Sarah  Rice,  also 
a native  of  Northboro.  daughter  of  Deacon  Seth 
Rice,  and  a cousin  of  Governor  Rice,  of  Massa- 
chusetts. They  had  the  following  named  chil-  1 
dren:  William.  David,  Anson,  Franklin,  Law- 

son,  Isaac,  Sally,  Mary  and  Sophia,  all  of  whom 
settled  in  Massachusetts,  where  many  of  their 
descendants  are  to  be  found.  The  mother  of  l 
this  family  died  March  28,  1844.  j 

Anson  Patterson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  ! 


was  born  in  t8ot  in  Canada,  but  his  early  life 
was  mainly  spent  at  Northboro,  Mass.,  where  he 
followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  connection  with 
farming.  He  married  Maria  Garlick,  a native  of 
Huntington,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  a grand- 
daughter of  Dr.  Samuel  Garlick,  who  was  born 
at  Stratford,  and  died  at  Galen,  N.  Y. . at  the 
patriarchal  age  of  one  hundred  and  ten  years. 
Capt.  Samuel  Garlick,  her  father,  was  born  at 
Stratford  in  1764,  and  died  at  Rose,  N.  Y.,  in 
1843,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  He  married 
Huldah  Gilbert,  daughter  of  Lemuel  Gilbert,  a 
Revolutionary  soldier.  She  was  born  at  Hunt- 
ington, Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  died  at  Galen, 
N.  Y.,  in  1878,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
years.  Great-grandfather  Gilbert  was  born  in 
Huntington,  and  died  there,  and  all  the  descend- 
ants of  Dr.  Samuel  Garlick  settled  in  Wayne 
county,  N.  Y. , whither  he  had  removed  in  1815, 
settling  in  the  wilderness  at  the  site  of  the  present 
village  of  Galen,  where  he  built  the  first  frame 
house. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Anson  Patterson  re- 
moved to  Derby,  Conn.,  and  engaged  in  raising 
seeds  for  the  market,  being  a pioneer  in  that  in- 
dustry. Later  he  made  his  home  in  Huntington, 
where  he  died  in  1888,  aged  eighty-three  years. 
He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  he  and  his 
wife  Maria  (who  died  in  1837)  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church.  For  his 
second  wife  Anson  Patterson  married  Sally  Gil- 
bert. and  they  had  one  child,  John. 

Samuel  A.  Patterson  was  born  October  3, 
1834,  at  the  old  family  home  in  Northboro, 
Mass. . and  was  about  a year  old  when  his  parents 
moved  to  New  Haven  county.  Conn.,  to  reside. 
He  attended  schools  in  Huntington  and  Trum- 
bull, and  on  completing  his  course  of  study  in 
the  latter  named  place  he  learned  the  saddler’s 
trade  there.  For  fifteen  years  he  followed  that 
business,  and  for  two  years  he  was  employed  in 
carriage  manufacturing,  while  other  two  years 
he  spent  at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  then  con- 
ducted a grocery  in  the  same  town  for  two  years, 
but  in  1869  he  removed  to  Stratford,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  hoop-skirts.  After 
two  years  he  became  interested  in  the  meat  busi- 
ness in  partnership  with  E.  Whiting,  with  whom 
he  continued  nine  years  under  the  firm  name  of 
E.  Whiting  & Co.  His  next  venture  was  in  the 
oyster  business  as  a partner  in  the  firm  of  Pat- 
terson, Batterson  & Co.,  retiring  after  two  years 
and  settling  upon  his  present  farm  near  Stratford. 
For  some  time  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
raising  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  but  recently  he 
engaged  in  the  culture  of  flowers,  in  which  he 
finds  gratifying  results,  his  specialty  in  this  in- 
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dustry  being  pinks  and  violets  for  the  Bridgeport 
market.  Politically,  Mr.  Patterson  is  a Democrat, 
aud  he  takes  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  hav- 
ing served  as  selectman  and  as  member  of  the 
school  board.  Socially,  he  and  his  family  are 
much  esteemed.  He  is  past  master  of  St.  John’s 
Lodge  No.  8,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Stratford,  and 
past  master  of  Housatonic  Grange  No.  79. 

On  January  1,  1857,  Samuel  A.  Patterson 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Gray,  a native  of  Strat- 
ford, and  daughter  of  George  Gray,  a well- 
known  citizen.  Their  only  child,  Ella,  is  now 
the  wife  of  C.  F.  Axtell,  of  Morristown,  N.  J.,  by 
whom  she  has  had  four  children:  Roland  P., 
Rachel  E.,  Merritt  F.,  and  Kenneth  E.,  who  died 
February,  8,  1892. 


^S'jl'T'ILLIAM  A.  AMBLER,  a highly  respected 
citizen  of  Norwalk,  Fairfield  Co..  Conn., 
is  a worthy  representative  of  the  “ Land  of 
Steady  Habits,’’  as  he  has  been  continuously  in 
the  employ  of  one  firm  since  1865.  However, 
he  first  tested  the  desirability  of  a roving  life  be- 
fore settling  down  to  his  present  occupation,  and 
both  on  sea  and  land  had  his  full  share  of  ad- 
venture and  change.  His  experience  in  the  army 
during  the  Civil  war  was  well  adapted  to  arouse 
in  him  a longing  for  a quiet  mode  of  life,  wounds 
and  imprisonment  being  added  to  the  ordinary 
trials  of  a soldier’s  career. 

Mr.  Ambler  was  born  December  26,  1836,  in 
this  county,  in  the  town  of  Weston.  Uriah 
Ambler,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a native  of 
New  York  State,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
learning  the  carpenter’s  trade  and  preparing  to 
engage  in  business  as  a contractor  and  builder. 
He  married  Miss  Augusta  Hemson,  a native  of 
New  Jersey,  and  soon  afterward  came  to  this 
county  to  reside.  About  1838  he  located  in 
Norwalk,  where  his  remaining  years  were  spent, 
his  death  occurring  in  1848.  In  politics  he  was 
a Whig,  and  he  and  his  wife,  who  died  in  1892, 
were  devout  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Our  subject  was  the  young- 
est of  four  children,  the  others  being  Mary  E. , 
who  married  Henry  K.  Selleck,  of  Norwalk,  both 
now  deceased;  Sarah,  wife  of  James  Sherman,  a 
resident  of  Rochester,  but  formerly  from  Troy, 
N.  Y. ; and  Rosena,  wife  of  Silas  B.  Meeker,  a 
coal  dealer  of  Norwalk. 

The  schools  of  Norwalk  furnished  our  sub- 
ject an  opportunity  to  gain  a practical  education, 
and  on  completing  his  course  of  study  he  began 
to  learn  the  business  of  making  mathematical 
apparatus  and  surveyors'  instruments  at  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  and  Westport,  this  county,  with  one  of 


the  same  firm.  After  four  years  in  this  employ- 
ment he  went  to  sea,  where  he  spent  about  four 
years,  having  a glimpse  of  life  in  the  navy  sod 
taking  voyages  on  various  whaling  and  mercan- 
tile vessels.  He  then  returned  to  Norwalk  and 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  but  on  July  22, 
i86t,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  5th  Conn.  V. 
I.,  and  went  to  the  seat  of  war.  He  took  part 
in  a number  of  important  battles,  and  August  9, 
1862,  was  wounded  in  the  engagement  at  Cedar 
Mountain,  and  captured  by  the  enemy.  Theiol- 
lowing  month  he  spent  amid  the  horrors  of  Lib- 
by prison,  but  fortunately  he  was  exchanged  at 
the  end  of  that  time,  and  discharged  on  Decem- 
ber 14,  1862,  his  physical  condition  being  such 
that  he  was  discharged  from  the  service  on  ac- 
count of  wounds.  He  then  returned  to  Norwalk, 
where  he  soon  afterward  found  employment  asa 
lock  maker  in  a factory.  In  1865  he  became 
connected  with  the  Morrison  & Hoyt  Shirt  Com- 
pany, with  which  he  has  ever  since  remained,  the 
fact  speaking  more  plainly  than  words  could  do 
of  his  fidelity  and  industry.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  he  is  prominent  in  dif- 
ferent social  orders,  including  the  I.  0.  0,  F., 
the  1.  O.  R.  M.,  the  Norwalk  Club,  and  the  G. 
A.  R. , Buckingham  Post  No.  12,  at  Norwalk. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  Norwalk  fire  police, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  active  workers  in  the 
Methodist  Church. 

On  April  15,  1861,  Mr.  Ambler  married  Miss 
Eliza  Cole,  and  two  children  blessed  their  home, 
one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  survivor, 
Frederick  S.  Ambler,  a promising  young  business 
man  of  Norwalk,  is  a dealer  in  extracts,  and  the 
agent  there  for  the  Columbia  bicycle.  The 
mother  died  January  5,  1898,  and  March  30, 
1899,  our  subject  wedded  Miss  Lucy  Jenning,  oi 
Norwalk,  Connecticut. 

The  late  Mrs.  Ambler  was  a member  of  a 
well-known  family,  and  her  grandfather,  Thomas 
Cole,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army. 
Her  grandmother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Ressigue,  was  a daughter  of  Alexander  Ressigue. 
whose  wife  was  a daughter  of  Pierre  Boutecoe,  > 
Huguenot,  and  a native  of  France.  Thomas 
Cole  made  his  home  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  this 
county,  and  his  son  Sherman,  Mrs.  Amblers 
father,  was  born  there  in  1804,  and  for  mao) 
years  was  a leading  manufacturer  of  that  town 
His  wife,  Susan  Hurlbutt,  was  a daughter  0 
Louis  Hurlbutt,  of  Wilton,  and  their  union  was 
blessed  with  twelve  children:  Emily,  Jane> 

Ira,  Mary  E.,  Harriet,  Lydia  A.,  Theodore, 
Henry,  AUee,  Lester  S.  and  Victor.  The  mother 
of  this  family  passed  from  earth  in  Septem  r- 
1 897.  The  father  died  in  Norwalk  in  1879 a a 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


719 


a life  of  more  than  ordinary  usefulness.  At  one 
time  he  represented  his  district  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature, receiving  the  indorsement  of  both  parties 
for  the  position,  and  he  held  various  township 
offices,  which  he  filled  in  a manner  to  command 
public  esteem.  In  religious  affairs  he  was  also 
active  as  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


E EDWARD  H.  FOSTER,  of  Stamford,  has 

4 been  prominently  identified  for  a number  of 

years  with  the  business  interests  of  that  place, 
„ and  the  following  account  of  his  career  and  fam- 
ily is  appropriately  included  in  this  collection  of 
biographies  of  the  leading  men  of  Fairfield 
, county. 

Mr.  Foster's  ancestors  were  early  settlers  upon 
Long  Island,  and  his  grandfather,  Justus  Foster, 
was  a native  of  the  town  of  West  Hampton,  N. 
Y.  Josiah  Foster,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  on  Long  Island,  in  the  town  of  South  Hamp- 
ton, but  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  was  spent 
in  West  Hampton.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
shoemaker,  and  as  a citizen  he  was  held  in  high 
esteem,  being  active  in  religious  work  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  his  locality. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  L. 
Griffing,  was  a descendant  of  another  old  and 
respected  family  of  Long  Island.  They  had 
eight  children,  of  whom  the  following  are  now 
living:  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Cloyd.  of  Web- 
• ster,  S.  D. ; Nathaniel  G.,  a resident  of  Cran- 
ford, N.  J.,  Edward  H.,  oursubject;  Josiah,  who 
settled  in  Plainview,  Texas;  Susan  F.,  widow  of 
George  Meeker,  of  West  Hampton,  N.  Y. ; and 
Harriet  H.,  widow  of  Hiram  Wines,  of  West 
Hampton. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  31,  1837,  at 
West  Hampton,  N.  Y.,  and  his  education  was 
obtained  in  the  schools  of  that  section.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  went  to  Washingtonville, 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  learn  the  builder’s  trade, 
and  later  he  went  to  New  York  City,  where  he 
completed  his  apprenticeship.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  remained  in  the  metropolis,  working  at  his 
trade,  and  he  afterward  spent  some  time  at  Mor- 
tonville,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y..  and  at  Cold  Spring, 
Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  then  returned  to  New 
York  City  where  he  was  employed  in  the  enroll- 
ing bureau  for  a while,  and  later  he  engaged  in 
the  building  business  in  Cranford  and  Elizabeth, 
N.  J.  In  1874  he  removed  to  Stamford,  this 
county,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  For 
twelve  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business  at  the  corner  of  Canal  and  Atlantic 
streets,  and  he  then  transferred  his  store  to  the 
town  hall  building.  At  present  he  is  interested 


in  pump  manufacturing,  making  a specialty  of 
rubber  bucket  pumps,  also  the  Ingersoll  self- 
dumping well  curb,  and  he  carries  on  as  well  an 
extensive  business  in  carpet  cleaning  by  steam. 
He  is  in  sympathy  with  all  progressive  move- 
ments in  his  locality,  and  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  a 
trustee  for  twenty- three  years,  while  he  is  a char- 
ter member  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  served  as 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  that  society  for  many 
years. 

In  1867  Mr.  Foster  was  married  in  Stamford 
to  Miss  Jeannette  J.  Clark,  and  four  children 
have  blessed  the  union,  two  of  whom  are  now 
living:  (1)  Marion  C.,  married  Frank  W.  Jer- 

man,  who  is  mentioned  below,  and  (2)  J.  Clark 
is  now  engaged  in  the  sub  office  of  the  Yale  & 
Towne  Manufacturing  Company,  Stamford.  Mrs. 
Foster  is  a daughter  of  John  Clark,  a well- 
known  resident  of  Stamford,  who  was  born  in 
the  parish  of  Hillside,  Dumfries,  Scotland,  and 
came  to  America  in  1836,  locating  first  in  New 
York  City.  For  twenty  years  he  was  engaged 
in  business  there  on  9th  street,  as  a carpenter 
and  builder,  but  in  1856  he  removed  to  Stam- 
ford, and  after  carrying  on  his  business  in  New 
York  some  four  or  five  years  retired  from  active 
business.  He  was  married  first  in  Scotland  to 
Miss  Susan  Hunter,  and  after  her  death  he  formed 
a second  union,  this  time  with  Mrs.  Phoebe  Ann 
Daily.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  six  children, 
two  of  whom  lived  to  mature  age,  Mrs.  Foster 
being  tbe  elder.  The  younger,  John  Smith 
Clark,  did  gallant  service  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war  in  Company  D,  6th  Conn.  V.  I.,  being  dis- 
tinguished for  his  bravery,  and  in  1864  he  met 
a soldier’s  death  at  the  battle  of  Strawberry 
Plains. 

Frank  Webster  Jerman,  the  son-in-law  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Stamford  March  11,  1867, 
and  is  a member  of  one  of  the  old  families.  His 
great-grandfather.  Rev.  James  Jerman  (or  Jar- 
mon,  as  the  name  was  formerly  spelled),  was  a 
minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
for  many  years  resided  in  the  town  of  Green- 
wich, this  county.  Hanford  Jarmon,  the  grand- 
father of  Frank  W.,  was  a native  of  New  Canaan, 
this  county,  and  followed  the  shoemaker’s  trade 
there  during  his  active  life.  He  was  a man  of 
excellent  character,  and  was  interested  in  relig- 
ious movements,  being  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Church.  He  married  Miss  Mehitable  Lock- 
wood,  and  had  four  children,  viz. : William 

Henry,  deceased;  Fannie,  who  married  William 
Y.  Davenport,  of  New  Canaan;  Mary  Ann,  wife 
of  Alonzo  Scofield,  of  Stamford;  and  Chauncey 
Lockwood,  the  father  of  Frank  W.  Chauncey 
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L.  Jerman  was  born  in  the  town  of  New  Canaan, 
and  after  receiving  a common-school  education 
he  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade.  Between 
i860  and  1870  he  removed  to  Stamford  and  en- 
gaged in  the  retail  shoe  business,  which  he  car- 
ried on  successfully  until  his  retirement  in  1895. 
He  was  married  in  New  Canaan  to  Miss  Ann  R. 
Betts,  daughter  of  Captain  Betts,  of  Ellenville, 
N.  Y..  and  they  had  two  children:  Frank  W., 

and  Ella  Betts,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  F.  H.  Barnes, 
of  Stamford. 

In  his  boyhood  Mr,  Frank  W.  Jerman  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Stamford,  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  began  clerking  in  his 
father’s  store.  He  has  ever  since  been  associated 
with  the  business,  being  admitted  to  partnership 
in  1891,  when  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  C. 
L.  Jerman  & Son,  and  since  his  father’s  retire- 
ment in  1895  he  has  conducted  the  business 
alone  under  his  own  name,  his  successful  man- 
agement gaining  for  him  a high  reputation  as  a 
progressive  and  clear-headed  merchant.  On 
September  22,  1891,  he  was  married  in  Stam- 
ford to  Miss  Marion  C.  Foster,  mentioned  above, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Herbert  Foster,  born 
December  25,  1895. 


PETER  REILLY,  a . prominent  resident  of 
Shelton,  is  successfully  engaged  in  business 
as  a contractor  and  builder,  being  the  junior 
member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  M.  A.  Durr- 
schmidt  & Co.,  whose  professional  skill  has  been 
shown  in  the  erection  of  many  of  the  best  build- 
ings of  this  section. 

Like  many  other  successful  business  men,  Mr. 
Reilly  is  of  Irish  birth  and  ancestry.  His  par- 
ents, Edward  and  Bridget  (Kelly)  Reilly,  were 
lifelong  residents  of  Ireland,  his  father  being  a 
wheelright  at  Longford.  This  worthy  couple 
had  several  children,  and  of  the  three  who  lived 
to  maturity  oursubject  isthe  youngest.  Richard, 
who  died  in  1889,  came  to  America  in  early  man- 
hood, and  after  being  employed  for  some  time  as 
a coachman  on  Long  Island  he  came  to  this 
county,  locating  at  the  present  site  of  the  village 
of  Shelton,  purchasing  the  second  lot  sold  and 
building  the  first  house  in  the  borough.  Ann 
married  Capt.  Thomas  Spring,  who  had  charge 
of  a boat  on  Long  Island  Sound,  and  was 
drowned  in  1883. 

Mr.  Reilly,  our  subject,  was  born  August  30, 
1848,  at  Longford,  Ireland,  and  obtained  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  that  town.  In  1867 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  first  at 
Shelton,  and  soon  after  his  arrival  he  began  to 
learn  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  William  A.  Lum, 


of  Birmingham.  After  completing  his  term  ol 
apprenticeship  he  remained  with  Mr.  Lum  for 
some  time,  making  ten  years  in  all,  and  later  lit 
was  employed  for  several  years  as  a pattern 
maker  in  the  factory  of  the  Derby  Silver  Com- 
pany. He  then  engaged  in  business  as  an  under- 
taker in  Birmingham,  in  partnership  with  Joseph 
P.  Colwell:  but  in  March,  1893,  he  sold  his  in- 
terest to  Mr.  Colwell.  During  the  following 
year  he  was  employed  as  inspector  by  the  Derby 
& Ansonia  Electric  Railway  Company,  which  was 
then  constructing  a pavilion,  boat  houses,  and  other 
buildings,  in  Ousatonic  Park,  and  on  their  com- 
pletion he  was  given  the  management  of  same 
for  the  season.  On  leaving  that  position  be 
formed  his  present  partnership  with  M.  A.  Dun- 
schmidt,  and  they  have  since  conducted  a large 
and  lucrative  business.  Politically,  Mr.  Reilly  is 
a Democrat,  while  in  religious  faith  he  is  a Cath- 
olic. He  is  active  and  influential  in  local  affairs, 
serving  at  present  as  a member  of  the  school 
board  and  the  local  board  of  relief,  being  the 
first  Catholic  ever  elected  to  either  office  in  bis 
town. 

In  1875  Mr.  Reilly  married  Miss  Catherine 
McMahon,  daughter  of  Joseph  McMahon,  of 
County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  and  three  children 
have  blessed  the  union,  viz.:  Margaret, Cath- 
erine and  Joseph,  all  at  home.  Socially,  Mr. 
Reilly  is  identified  with  the  Order  of  Knights  of 
Columbus,  which  he  helped  to  organize  in  >885. 
being  the  first  member  enrolled.  For  two  yean 
he  held  office  as  first  grand  knight,  and  he  served 
the  same  length  of  time  as'  txeasurer.  He  also, 
this  year  (1 899),  became  a member  of  the  Cath- 
olic Benevolent  Legion. 


Horace  granville  scofield.  - 

Since  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, when  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  was  but 
sparsely  settled — a little  more  than  a few  clear- 
ings in  the  mighty  forests — the  name  of  Sco- 
field has  been  prominent  in  her  history,  h 
each  generation  of  the  family  some  member  has 
attained  a prominence  beyond  that  of  the  ordi- 
nary, and  his  name  in  consequence  been  handed 
down  in  local  history.  The  family  resided  at 
Stamford,  and  there,  on  March  7,  1832,  Horace 
Granville  Scofield  was  born,  a son  of  Edwin  and 
Eliza  (Bishop)  Scofield,  both  natives  of  that 
town. 

The  public  schools  at  Stamford  afforded  our 

subject  his  earlier  education,  he  completing  bis 
literary  training  at  the  New  Canaan  Academy, 
and  pursuing  his  favorite  study — mathematics- 
under  a private  tutor,  while  for  some  yews 
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taught  school  near  Stamford.  Beginning  at  the 
age  of  eighteen,  he  “wielded  the  birch  ” for  four 
years,  and  attained  quite  a reputation  both  as  an 
instructor  and  as  a disciplinarian.  During  the 
time  he  was  teaching  he  invented  a machine  for 
manufacturing  strings  for  musical  instruments, 
and  then  for  four  years  he  dealt  in  patent  rights. 

His  taste  for  mathematics  never  having  de- 
serted him,  he  now  began  active  work  as  a civil 
engineer  on  railroad  work,  which  he  followed  un- 
til the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  While 
the  country  was  engaged  in  the  struggle  against 
Secession  and  Slavery,  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  musical  instruments.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  he  became  chief  engineer  for  the  N.  Y. , 
N.  H.  & H.  R.  R.  In  1868  he  was  appointed 
city  engineer  of  Bridgeport,  still  retaining,  how- 
ever, his  railroad  position;  his  connection  with 
the  road  was  severed  in  1875,  but  he  still  contin- 
ues as  city  engineer.  Up  to  1891  his  services 
were  in  almost  constant  demand  by  the  railroads, 
so  great  was  the  satisfaction  given  by  his  work. 
All  of  the  city  bridges,  and  New  York,  New 
Haven  & Hartford  railroad  bridges  were  built  un- 
der his  supervision. 

On  April  20,  1877,  Horace  Granville  Scofield 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Adelia 
Hubbard,  of  New  York  City.  Fourchildren  were 
the  result  of  this  union,  namely:  Edith,  Fred- 

erick, Charlotte  and  Horace.  Politically,  Mr. 
Scofield  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  has  been  an 
active,  influential  worker  in  the  party  for  years. 
He  can  in  no  way  be  classed  as  an  office  seeker, 
though  in  1867-68  he  was  the  representative  of 
the  Stamford  district  in  the  General  Assembly. 
Honorable  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings,  he 
wins  and  maintains  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


HARLES  G.  PERRY,  a prominent  agricult- 
urist and  dairyman  of  the  town  of  Strat- 
ford, is  a man  whose  sterling  qualities  of  charac- 
ter inspires  respect  among  even  casual  acquaint- 
ances. 

Mr.  Perry  comes  of  good  New  England  stock, 
and  his  grandfather,  Abel  Perry,  was  a native  of 
Seekonk,  Mass.,  where,  and  in  Leyden.  Mass., 
he  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  farming  and 
at  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  This  worthy  citizen 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Frizzell,  of  Leyden,  and 
had  eleven  children:  Abel,  Elizabeth,  John,  Alvah 
(who  became  a physician),  Elias,  P.  Allen, 
Everett  (a  physician),  Abel  (2),  Otis,  Betsey, 
and  Julia,  all  of  whom  were  born  at  Leyden. 

P.  Allen  Perry,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
reared  at  the  old  home  in  Leyden,  and  learned 
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the  machinist’s  trade  in  which  he  became  an  ex- 
pert. At  one  time  he  went  to  Sheffield,  England, 
to  secure  workmen  in  order  to  start  the  first 
cutlery  establishment  in  the  United  States,  at 
Greenfield,  Mass.,  where  he  was  employed  until 
his  death,  which  was  caused  October  4,  1837, 
by  an  accident  while  he  was  at  work.  His  wife. 
Betsey  F.  Wright,  daughter  of  William  and 
Lydia  Wright,  of  Northfield,  Mass.,  survived 
him  many  years,  her  death  occuring  August  20, 
1896.  when  she  was  aged  eighty-seven  years, 
eleven  months  and  twelve  days.  They  had  four 
children:  Allen,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Luther  Crafts,  of  Whately, 
Mass.,  who  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war; 
Charles  G.,  our  subject;  and  Mary  J.,  who  mar- 
ried Nelson  Marsh,  of  Amherst,  Mass.,  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war. 

Charles  G.  Perry  was  born  October  24,  1833, 
in  Greenfield,  Mass.,  and  remained  at  home  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  There  he 
learned  the  cutlery  business,  and  for  some  time 
followed  that  trade,  removing  in  1858  to  Bridge- 
port, this  county,  where  he  was  employed  by  the 
Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufacturing  Company. 
About  1 865  he  settled  upon  his  present  homestead, 
an  attractive  place  containing  fifty  acres  of  land, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  devoted  his  attention 
chiefly  to  dairying.  Politically,  he  is  a Republic- 
an, but  he  has  not  been  especially  active  in  par- 
tisan work.  On  April  7.  1858,  he  was  married 
at  Winsted.  Conn.,  to  Miss  Susan  M.  Brown,  a 
native  of  that  town  and  a daughter  of  Francis 
and  Maria  M.  (Hewett)  Biown.  Of  the  three 
children  born  of  this  union:  the  eldest,  Francis 
W.,  a fine  musician,  owns  a country  place  in  Lex- 
ington, Mass.,  teaches  in  Boston,  and  owns  orange 
groves  in  Florida;  Isabella  married  William  O. 
Beach,  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Trumbull;  and 
Nelson  B.  is  at  home. 

C.  G.  Perry  has  also  been  for  many  years  a 
contributor  to  newspaper  literature,  upon  agri- 
culture. and  other  matters  of  public  interest. 
Some  of  his  articles  have  been  used  by  the  papers 
to  which  they  were  sent  as  editorials,  and  his 
work  in  this  line  has  frequently  brought  out 
favorable  comment. 


StAMUEL  PINE  is  one  of  those  substantial, 
1 unassuming,  steady-going  men  who,  with- 
out display  or  disagreeable  self-assertion,  give 
stability  to  the  communities  in  which  their  lot 
has  been  cast,  and  form  a social  and  business 
element  necessary  to  healthy  progress,  both  ma- 
terial and  moral.  He  has  resided  on  the  property 
known  as  Rocky  Ford,  in  Greenwich  township. 
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Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  for  many  years,  and  is  a 
native  of  a neighboring  locality,  Rye  township, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y. , where  he  was  born 
August  31,  1839.  The  Pine  family  was  one  of 
the  earliest  in  that  section  of  the  country,  and  a 
record  of  the  American  ancestry  will  not  be  out 
of  place  here. 

James  Pine,  the  first  member  of  the  family  in 
America,  came  from  England  during  the  seven- 
teenth century,  and  settled  in  Long  Island,  his 
land  grant  in  that  place  being  dated  1682.  At 
this  time  the  various  members  of  the  family  were 
noted  sea-going  men,  but  since  their  location  in 
Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  they  have  belonged 
to  the  agricultural  class.  James  had  two  sons, 
Samuel  and  Jacob,  who  in  1713  sold  the  Long 
Island  property  and  migrated  to  Westchester 
county,  N.  Y. , locating  at  New  Rochelle,  and 
from  them  are  descended  the  Pines  of  that  re- 
gion. In  1736  they  made  their  first  purchase  of 
land  here,  the  place  now  owned  by  J.  H.  Shults. 
One  of  the  descendants  in  direct  line,  James 
Pine,  married  a Miss  Lyon,  and  was  the  great- 
grandfather of  Samuel  Pine,  whose  name  intro- 
duces these  lines.  He  was  a saddler  by.  trade, 
and  also  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His 
remains  lie  in  the  private  cemetery  of  the  Pine 
family  in  King  Street. 

Samuel  Pine,  the  son  of  James,  was  a life- 
long farmer.  He  married  Hannah  Banks,  of 
Byram,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Hannah,  who  married  Wilson  D. 

Slosson,  and  died  in  Greenwich,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.;  Sally,  who  married  Underhill  Purdy,  and 
died  in  Rye  township;  and  James,  who  is  the 
father  of  our  subject.  Samuel  Pine  passed  away 
in  1833.  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  private  ceme- 
tery of  the  family. 

James  Pine  (father  of  our  subject)  was  born 
in  1802  in  Rye  township,  Westchester  county. 
He  attended  the  private  school  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Buffet  in  Stanwich,  and  received  a very 
thorough  education,  having  originally  intended 
to  prepare  for  the  medical  profession,  but  he  did 
not  pursue  it.  From  the  age  of  six  years  until 
his  death  he  made  his  home  on  the  farm  in  King 
Street,  now  occupied  by  his  son,  Sullivan  M., 
and  he  carried  on  farming  to  the  end  of  his  days. 
Mr.  Pine  was  married  in  Westport,  Conn.,  to 
Elizabeth  F.  Moulton,  who  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence. R-  1-.  daughter  of  Sullivan  M.  and  Betsy 
(Longford)  Moulton,  the  former  of  whom  was  at 
one  time,  prior  to  his  removal  to  Westport, 
Conn.,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Glenville  Cotton 
Mill;  Elizabeth  was  the  eldest  in  their  family  of 
eight  children.  Five  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pine,  namely:  Sarah,  who  died  un- 


married ; Elizabeth,  whodied  young; Mary,  widow 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Porteus,  formerly  of  St.  Louis,  where 
she  resides;  Samuel;  and  Sullivan  M.,whoisa 
farmer.  The  parents  died  in  1 890  and  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  respectively,  the  father  being  interred 
in  the  cemetery  of  the  Pine  family  above  referred 
to,  and  the  mother  at  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
private  cemetery  of  her  family.  Mr.  . Pine  was  a 
successful  man,  by  persevering  labor  placing  him- 
self in  good  circumstances,  and  he  was  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a man  of 
upright  principles,  integrity,  honesty  and  straight- 
forwardness in  all  his  dealings,  and  though  nota 
Church  member  he  never  countenanced  Sabbath- 
breaking,  and  expected  his  family  to  keep  Sun- 
day strictly.  Politically,  he  was  a Democrat, 
though  not  an  unswerving  partisan,  and  during 
the  Civil  war  he  was  what  was  known  as  a "war 
Democrat.” 


Samuel  Pine  had  better  educational  opportu- 
nities than  the  average  farmer  boy  of  his  day,  and 
attended  school  until  he  gave  it  up  of  his  own 
accord  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  having  studied 
at  district  and  boarding  schools.  Healwaysas- 
sisted  more  or  less  on  the  farm,  and  has  been  a 
lifelong  agriculturist,  on  May  3,  1870,  settling 
on  the  Rocky  Ford  place  in  Greenwich  which  he 
still  occupies,  and  which  was  known  asthe"Platt 

Mead”  farm.  In  Revolutionary  days  it  was  the 

site  of  a hotel,  and  the  ford  there  over  the  Byram 
river  was  the  first  above  Byram  bridge.  There 


is  a valuable  deposit  of  feldspar  on  the  property, 
which  is  ground  on  the  farm  and  shipped  all  over 
the  United  States,  Mr.  Pine  having  erected  an 


excellently  equipped  and  costly  plant  for  grind- 
ing purposes,  which  he  operates  in  addition  to 

managing  his  farm.  Evidences  of  prosperity  and 
thrift  abound  in  the  house  and  all  around,  and 
the  family  are  known  as  hospitable,  kind  neigh- 
bors and  obliging  friends.  Mr.  Pine  gives  all  his 
attention  to  his  private  interests,  taking  no  act- 
ive part  in  politics  or  other  public  affairs. 

In  October,  1864,  Mr.  Pine  married  M® 
Louisa  A.  Seymour,  who  was  born  March  i2- 
1845,  in  Greenwich,  daughter  of  Thomas  an 
Sarah  A.  (Banks)  Seymour,  farming  peopk 0 
that  town.  The  Seymour  family  consisted  0 
six  children:  Henry,  John,  James,  Elizabeth. 

Thomas  and  Louisa.  Of  these:  Henry  iivesl11 


New  York  City;  John  died  in  Greenwich,  Conn- . 
James  and  Elizabeth  live  in  King  Street.  Green 
wich;  and  Thomas  is  a resident  of  Kansas  City. 
Mo.  Mr.  Seymour  passed  from  earth  at  t { 
age  of  eightv-three  years,  his  wife  at  the  age  0 
fifty-two,  and  their  remains  rest  in  Rye  ce,l,e 
tery;  they  were  Methodists  in  religious  connec- 
tion, and  he  was  a Whig  politically,  thought10 
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a strict  partisan.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pine  have  In  1855  Mr.  Beard  married  Miss  Sarah  M. 
been  born  four  children,  viz.:  Sarah  E.,  the  Shelton,  and  four  children  have  blessed  the  union: 
wife  of  G.  W.  Goodsell,  of  Brooklyn;  Hattie  Estella  L. ; Lucy  M. ; Nellie  E.,  wife  of  Frank  E. 
(Mrs.  N.  S.  Johnson),  who  has  two  children — Blakeman,  of  Stratford;  and  Harriet  S.  The 
Samuel  E.  and  Charles  W.  ; Emma  (deceased);  family  is  identified  with  the  Congregational 
and  Jessie  (Mrs.  James  W.  Davis),  of  Port  Ches-  Church,  the  Beards  and  Sheltons  having  been 
ter.  The  daughters  are  all  filling  good  homes,  adherents  of  that  faith  for  generations.  Mrs. 

Beard  was  born  in  Huntington  in  1830,  and  is  a 

— . descendant  of  Daniel  Shelton,  an  Englishman, 

WILLIAM  T.  BEARD,  a highly  respected  who  settled  in  the  town  of  Huntington,  where  he 

citizen  of  the  town  of  Huntington,  is  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  The  records  of 

prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural  in-  Startford  show  that  he  was  engaged  in  mercan- 
terests  of  that  locality,  being  the  owner  of  a fine  tile  business  in  J687,  but  later  generations  of  the 
farm  near  the  village  of  Shelton.  He  belongs  to  family  have  been  chiefly  interested  in  agriculture. 
4 a well-known  family  of  Huntington  township.  Mrs.  Beard  traces  the  line  of  descent  from  Daniel 
James  Beard,  the  founder  of  the  New  Eng-  Shelton,  the  pioneer,  through  Samuel;  Daniel 
land  branch  of  the  family,  started  from  England  (2);  Daniel  (3).  who  was  born  in  the  town  of 
with  his  family  in  1639.  He  died  on  the  pas-  Huntington;  Samuel  F.,  also  a native  of  Hunt- 
sage  over,  but  his  wife  and  son  John  arrived  here  ington,  who  married  Hannah  Curtis,  of  the  town 
and  settled  in  Milford,  Conn.  Samuel,  the  son  of  Trumbull;and  Judson  C.  Shelton,  Mrs.  Beard's 
of  John,  was  born  in  1669.  James,  the  son  of  father,  who  was  born  in  Huntington,  and  mar- 
Samuel,  was  born  in  1702.  Samuel,  the  son  of  ried  Hannah  Lewis,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Lewis, 
James,  was  born  in  1734;  he  married  Elizabeth  and  a native  of  Shelton.  Dr.  Gould  A.  Shelton, 
Wheeler  and  had  children  as  follows:  Lavinia,  a brother  of  Mrs.  Beard,  is  a resident  of  Hunt- 
Rebecca,  Joel,  James.  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Joanna,  ington.  and  a more  complete  history  of  the  fami- 
Samuel  and  Polly.  Of  these.  Joel  Beard,  born  ly  is  given  in  connection  with  his  biography. 

August  16,  1765,  married  Marcy  Blackman,  and  

hadchildrcn  as  follows:  Eli,  Sally,  Nancy,  Laura, 

Lucy,  Caty,  Polly,  Anna,  Joel.  Of  these,  Joel  TOSIAH  B.  HALLETT  was  born  at  Chatham, 

Beard,  the  father  of  our  subject,  born  in  July.  I Mass.,  November  7.  1833,  a son  of  Samuel 

1805.  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Huntington,  and  ^ and  Susan  (Blossom)  Hallett,  who  were  na- 

followed  farming.  He  married  Maria  Chatfield,  tives  of  Yarmouth  and  Barnstable,  Mass.,  re- 

and  had  the  following  children:  William  T..  spectively.  Our  subject  is  a representative  of  the 
Theodore  E..  James  H.  and  Oliver  G.  seventh  generation  of  the  Hallett  family  in  this 

William  T.  Beard  was  born  December  5,  country.  Andrew  Hallett,  the  founder  of  the 

1831,  in  Huntington  township,  and  was  reared  family  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  came  from 
as  a farmer  boy,  although  his  educational  oppor-  Dorsetshire, England,  whither  they  had  emigrated 
tunities  were  better  than  those  enjoyed  by  many  from  Normandy.  Samuel  Hallett  was  a sea  cap- 
country  lads.  By  the  time  he  reached  the  age  tain,  and  after  his  marriage  made  his  home  in 
of  sixteen  he  had  completed  the  course  offered  in  West  Barnstable,  Massachusetts, 
the  district  schools,  and  he  then  attended  select  Josiah  B.  Hallett  spent  his  boyhood  at  home 
schools  in  Derby,  also  a graded  school  at  Birm-  in  his  native  town,  and  secured  a good  common- 
ingham  for  a time,  later  pursuing  higher  branches  school  education  in  the  district  schools.  At  the 
of  study  at  an  institute  in  New  York  State,  near  age  of  twelve  years  he  entered  the  business 
Seneca  Lake.  At  twenty  he  left  school  and  en-  world,  going  to  Boston,  where  he  engaged  as 
gaged  in  the  work  of  the  homestead,  and  at  clerk,  and  there  he  remained  for  three  years, 
twenty-four  he  became  interested  in  the  ntanu-  Returning  to  Barnstable  at  the  end  of  that  time, 
facture  of  straw  paper  in  partnership  with  his  he  worked  on  the  farm  for  a short  period,  and 
brother,  Theodore  E.  Beard.  For  about  twenty-  then  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he 
five  years  they  operated  a mill  near  Shelton,  but  followed  for  fourteen  years.  Tempted  by  the 
in  1880  our  subject  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  glowing  accounts  of  the  West,  he  left  his  native 
business  and  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  has  hills  in  New  England  and  went  to  Prairie  City, 
since  followed  at  his  present  homestead.  He  is  Iowa,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
a believer  in  progress,  and  is  an  active  member  “trading,”  remaining  in  the  West  five  years.  In 
of  the  Grange.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the  * 86 1 he  came  back  East,  locating  at  Harwich- 
Democratic  party,  and  at  times  he  has  held  local  port.  Mass.,  where  he  resided  for  nine  years, 
office,  serving  with  ability  and  fidelity.  Mr.  Hallett  s maternal  grandfather  was  a butcher, 
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and  before  1870  he  entered  the  retail  and  whole- 
sale meat  business  at  Clinton,  Mass.,  afterward 
locating  at  Leominster,  in  the  same  State,  and  in 
1879  coming  to  Bridgeport  with  Leonard  Wood, 
engaging  in  the  same  line  under  the  firm  name 
of  Hallett  & Wood.  They  continued  in  business 
most  successfully  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Wood, 
when  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Bridgeport 
Beef  Company,  and  our  subject  has  built  up  a 
large  and  still  increasing  custom. 

On  May  5,  1853,  Mr.  Hallett  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  B.  Swift,  of  Sand- 
wich, Mass.,  a daughter  of  Capt.  William  and 
Sally  (Crowel)  Swift,  natives  of  Sandwich.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hallett  have  become  the  parents  of  the 
following  named  children:  Herbert  F.  is  married 
to  Annie  Yutzler,  and  has  five  children;  Willard 
F.  is  married  to  Carrie  N.  Fisk;  George  De- 
Wayne,  M.  D. , is  married  to  Lillian  Mandeville, 
and  lives  in  New  York  City;  Harrison  H.  is  mar- 
ried to  Frank  D.  Dunker,  of  Chicago,  and  has  one 
child. 

Mr.  Hallett  is  an  active  member  of  St.  John’s 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.;  of  Jerusalem  Chapter;  and 
the  Sea  Side  Club,  of  Bridgeport.  Politically,  he 
adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
but  is  in  no  way  to  be  considered  an  office- 
seeker.  His  business  interests  have  always  de- 
manded the  greater  portion  of  his  time,  and  out- 
side of  contributing  liberally  to  any  measure  for 
the  public  good  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to 
his  private  affairs  Religiously,  he  is  a member 
of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


Elliot  miles  beardsley,  of  the  town 

of  Trumbull,  Fairfield  county,  has  for  many 
years  been  a conspicuous  figure  in  the  develop- 
ment of  Fairfield  county,  and  has  been  prominent 
in  both  business  and  political  circles.  He  is  a 
man  of  sterling  worth,  whose  fidelity  to  duty  in 
all  the  relations  of  life  has  won  for  him  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  the  public,  and  made  him 
a valued  citizen. 

Mr.  Beardsley  is  a native  of  Connecticut, 
having  been  born  in  Trumbull,  Fairfield  county, 
September  26.  1838,  a son  of  Miles  and  Eloisa 
Beardsley.  Until  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  he 
received  his  earlier  education  at  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  home;  then 
went  to  a select  school  for  a time,  afterward 
attending  the  State  Normal  School  at  New 
Britain,  acquiring  there  an  academic  education. 
At  the  early  age  of  seventeen  years  he  commenced 
leaching  school,  passing  one  year  in  Savannah, 
Ga. , in  that  occupation ; but  when  he  was  twenty- 


one  he  abandoned  the  profession  for  agricultural 
pursuits,  which  he  has  since  successfully  followed. 
In  his  younger  days  he  also  assisted  his  father  in 
the  store. 

Our  subject  is  a lifelong,  consistent  Democrat, 
and  has  been  called  upon  by  his  party  to  fill 
various  public  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  In 
1879  he  represented  his  town  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  served  on  the  committee  of 
Cities  and  Boroughs.  For  several  years  he  was 
school  inspector  for  the  town  of  Trumbull.  He 
has  often  been  a delegate  to  town  and  count)' 
conventions;  for  several  years  was  chairman  of 
the  town  committee  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  in  every  way,  and  at  all  times,  has  proven 
himself  to  be  a valuable,  active  and  potent  rep- 
resentative of  his  party. 

On  June  3,  1863,  Mr.  Beardsley  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Beardsley,  who 
was  born  July  16,  1841,  a daughter  of  Em 
Beardsley.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  attend  the 
services  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church  at  Trumbull, 
of  which  they  are  honored  and  influential  mem- 
bers. 


TJfENRY  BURR  OGDEN,  a leading  agricult- 
urist  of  the  town  of  Fairfield,  is  a worth) 
representative  of  a family  which  has  long  been 
prominent  in  that  locality.  His  present  home- 
stead in  Banks  South  District  has  been  held  in  the 
family  name  for  three  generations,  and  aside  from 
its  interesting  associations  it  is  a valuable  and 
attractive  estate,  Mr.  Ogden's  scientific  knowl- 
edge and  skill  being  shown  to  good  advantage™ 
its  management. 

Hezekiah  Ogden,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  October  28.  1775.  and  died  Janu- 
ary 21,  1844,  leaving  a large  property  and  an 
honorable  name  as  a citizen.  His  wife,  who* 
maiden  name  was  Hulda  Merwin,  was  bora  De- 
cember 15,  1779,  and  died  September  24. 
Their  family  consisted  of  two  sons  and  four  dang  • 
ters,  the  former  being  Horace,  our  subjects 
father,  and  Hezekiah,  Jr.,  who  followed  farnnoS 
in  Banks  South  District  until  his  death, some  yea™ 
ago. 

The  late  Horace  Ogden  was  born  October 24- 
1 809,  and  was  reared  as  a farmer  boy,  his  educa- 
tion being  obtained  in  the  schools  of  the  district- 
In  early  manhood  he  married  Miss  Rachel 
Sturgis,  who  was  born  January  20,  1812,  adang  ■ 
ter  of  Wakeman  Sturgis,  a prominent  resident  0 
Weston,  this  county,  and  after  residing  for  some 
time  at  the  Ogden  homestead  he  bought  an  a 
joining  farm  and  made  his  permanent  home  there, 
building  a new  house.  He  was  a successful  far® 
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er,  and  while  he  met  with  occasional  losses  he  j 
Jeft  a comfortable  competence,  mainly  gained  by  | 
his  own  industry.  Notwithstanding  some  acci- 
dents at  various  times,  he  enjoyed  robust  health 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life.  His  home  was  his 
chief  interest,  nothing  but  important  business 
ever  calling  him  away  from  it  for  any  length  of 
time.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  and  al- 
though he  was  never  an  office  seeker  he  voted 
regularly  in  the  support  of  his  principles.  His 
death  occurred  January  20.  1891,  and  his  wife, 
who  was  a devout  Presbyterian,  died  March  13, 
*890,  their  remains  being  interred  in  the  Oak  ( 
Lawn  cemetery  in  Fairfield  township.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  three  children;  (2) 
Hulda  E.,  born  June  30,  1844,  married  Franklin 
Whitehead,  of  Greens  Farms,  and  has  one  son, 
George  Burr.  (3)  Mary  E.,  born  July  25,  1849, 
married  Willis  Morehouse  (deceased),  and  now 
resides  in  Bridgeport. 

Henry  B.  Ogden  was  born  March  30,  1838, 
at  the  old  homestead,  and  in  boyhood  he  attend- 
ed the  common  schools  of  the  vicinity  for  some 
years,  Walter  Merwin  and  Miss  Meeker  being 
among  his  teachers.  Later  he  pursued  higher 
branches  of  study  in  the  academies  at  Greens 
Farms  and  Greenfield  Hill,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  he  taught  for  one  winter,  his  wages 
being  $16  per  month.  He  remained  at  home 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirty-five,  when  he 
purchased  ten  acres  from  his  father  and  built  his 
present  dwelling  house.  He  has  prospered,  and 
now  owns  seventy-one  acres  of  choice  land,  en- 
gaging in  the  dairy  business  and  general  agricult- 
ure. As  is  well  known,  farming  has  its  uncer- 
tainties, but  he  succeeds  when  any  one  else  does 
and  when  many  do  not.  He  is  unassuming  in 
manner,  of  a quiet  disposition,  and  his  reputation 
is  of  the  best.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  he  takes  little  interest  in 
the  issues  of  the  day,  and  does  not  even  vote 
regularly. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-five,  November  26,  1873, 
Mr.  Ogden  married  Miss  Amelia  J.  Bradley,  of 
Fairfield  township,  and  one  daughter,  Beatrice, 
has  been  born  to  them;  she  has  just  completed 
five  years’  schooling  at  Greenfield  Hill,  and  she 
is  now  at  home  with  her  parents.  The  family 
attend  the  Church  at  Greenfield  Hill.  Mrs. 
Ogden  was  born  June  25,  1844,  in  Deerfield  Dis- 
trict, Fairfield  township,  daughter  of  Seth  and 
Amelia  (Burr)  Bradley,  and  in  early  life  she 
taught  school  for  a time,  receiving  $8  per  month, 
one  term  $9,  and  boarding  himself.  She  has  one 
sister,  Mary  L. , who  is  the  widow  of  John  H. 
Fanton.  and  a brother,  Thomas,  who  is  a resi- 
dent of  Deerfield  District. 


CHARLES  A.  GERDENIER,  superintendent 
of  the  business  of  the  Bridgeport  Gas  Com- 
pany, has  won  an  enviable  reputation  for  ability 
as  manager  of  large  enterprises,  and  during  his 
thirty-four  years  in  his  present  position  the 
working  force  of  the  company  has  been  increased 
from  four  to  more  than  one  hundred  workmen. 
His  abilities  are  appreciated  by  the  community 
at  large,  and  for  twenty-one  years  he  has  served 
as  chief  of  the  Fire  Department  at  Bridgeport, 
being  the  last  chief  of  the  old  volunteer  force 
and  the  first  chief  of  the  paid  department. 

Mr.  Gerdenier  comes  of  honorable  ancestry, 
and  his  grandfather,  Bernard  Gerdenier,  came 
from  France  about  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  probably  with  General  LaFayette,  and  is 
known  to  have  taken  an  active  part  in  that  strug- 
gle. This  worthy  patriot  made  his  home  in 
Rockland  county,  N.  Y.,  upon  a farm  near  Ny- 
ack,  where  his  remaining  years  were  spent.  He 
married  Miss  Kate  Tenure,  a descendant  of 
Holland-Dutch  stock,  and  had  four  children: 
John,  our  subject’s  father;  Jacob,  a sailor,  who 
never  married;  Sarah,  wife  of  Mr.  Anderson,  a 
coach  painter,  in  New  York;  and  Jane,  who  died 
unmarried. 

John  Gerdenier,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  reared  at  Nyack,  and  for  many 
years  followed  farming  there,  but  he  was  also 
connected  with  a line  of  ships,  and  at  times 
worked  in  the  shipyards  at  Nyack.  His  wife, 
Eliza  (Sarvent),  was  born  at  that  place,  and  her 
father,  Philip  Sarvent.  was  a wealthy  agricult- 
urist of  that  locality.  Our  subject's  parents  died 
in  Nyack  some  years  ago,  and  of  their  eight  chil- 
dren, the  first  three,  Philip,  Henry  and  Theoph- 
ilus,  died  in  childhood.  Theophilus  (2)  is  a 
farmer  in  Rockland  county,  N.  Y. ; Charles  A., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  fifth  in  the  order 
of  birth;  John,  a retired  resident  of  Nyack,  was 
formerly  a boiler  maker  by  occupation;  Miss 
Julia  resides  in  Nyack;  and  Mary  married  Ed- 
mond De  Baun,  a merchant  of  Nyack. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  20,  1838,  at 
the  old  home  near  Nyack.  and  passed  his  early 
years  upon  a farm,  his  schooling  being  limited  to 
three  winter  terms  of  three  months  each.  His 
summers  were  spent  in  farm  work,  and  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  he  became  a clerk  in  a 
country  store  where  he  received  a good  practical 
training  in  business  methods.  After  three  years 
he  took  a position  with  a gas  company  in  Nyack, 
with  which  he  remained  some  time,  becoming 
thoroughly  familiar  with  all  departments  of  that 
business,  including  the  rougher  portions.  Later 
he  worked  for  a gas  company  in  Haverstraw,  N. 
Y. , and  on  April  1 , 1 864,  he  came  to  Bridgeport 
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to  take  charge  of  the  plant  there.  On  Decem- 
ber 25,  1858,  he  married  Miss  Catherine  Ver 
Valen,  who  was  born  at  Nyack,  of  Holland- 
Dutch  ancestry.  Her  father,  Daniel  Ver  Valen, 
was  also  a native  of  Nyack,  but  removed  to 
Haverstraw,  N.  Y.,  where  Mrs.  Gerdenier’s  girl- 
hood was  spent.  The  two  sons  of  this  union, 
Charles  and  Harry,  are  now  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Bridgeport  Gas  Company.  Polit- 
ically, Mr.  Gerdenier  is  a Democrat,  and  he  and 
his  family  are  prominent  in  social  life  of  his  city. 
He  belongs  to  the  Algonquin  Club,  the  Park  City 
Yacht  Club,  and  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  in  which 
latter  he  has  attained  the  32d  degree.  During 
his  residence  in  Haverstraw,  N.  Y.,  he  was 
initiated  into  Blue  Lodge  No.  313,  F.  & A.  M., 
and  the  other  degrees  have  been  taken  since  his 
removal  to  Bridgeport. 


JOHN  F.  WOODRUFF.  Success  in  mer- 
cantile life,  in  the  face  of  the  fierce  compe- 
tition of  modern  days,  demands  unusual 
energy  and  sagacity,  and  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy possesses  both  in  a marked  degree.  The 
well-known  clothing  store  of  J.  F.  Woodruff 
& Co.,  at  Danbury,  gives  ample  evidence  of 
this  fact,  its  stock  of  clothing,  trunks,  bags  and 
everything  in  the  line  of  furnishing  goods  afford- 
ing the  largest  variety  of  any  in  the  city.  The 
building  has  an  advantageous  location  also,  being 
situated  at  Nos.  177-179  Main  street,  at  the  head 
of  West  street,  directly  opposite  the  city  hall  in 
Monument  Square,  and  no  possible  factor  in  suc- 
cess has  been  overlooked  by  this  shrewd,  far- 
sighted young  business  man. 

The  late  Elias  N.  Woodruff,  our  subject’s 
father,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1828,  and 
died  in  1870,  was  for  many  years  connected  with 
the  milling  business  in  Danbury,  operating  what 
was  then  known  as  the  Isaac  Smith  gristmill, 
now  called  the  Merson  mill.  Previously  he  had 
been  engaged  in  similar  business  at  Hartford  and 
elsewhere.  He  married  Sarah  E.  Hickok,  who 
was  born  in  Danbury  October  17.  1834,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Betsey  (Hawley)  Hickok,  and 
died  July  29,  1893.  By  a previous  marriage  she 
had  two  children,  Henry  A.  and  Adelaide  Tay- 
lor, and  our  subject  is  the  elder  of  two  children 
by  the  second  union.  His  sister,  Carrie  J.,  mar- 
ried Cyrus  L.  Meade,  of  Weston,  Conn.,  and  has 
two  children,  Harold  and  Sarah  Adelaide. 

Mr.  Woodruff  was  born  January  30,  1861,  at 
Danbury,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen.  His  business 
ability  found  early  development,  as  when  only 
ten  years  of  age  he  had  employment  during  the 


mornings  and  evenings  in  Augustus  Hoyt’s  hat 
and  furnishing  store.  After  leaving  school  he 
devoted  his  entire  time  to  the  same  work,  and  so 
faithful  and  capable  was  he  that  by  the  time  he 
attained  his  majority  he  had  full  charge  of  the 
store,  and  was  entrusted  with  most  of  the  buy- 
ing. He  remained  with  Mr.  Hoyt  until  1895. 
when  he  purchased  an  established  clothing  and 
furnishing-goods  business  from  George  M.  Tal- 
lant,  which  he  has  since  continued  at  the  old 
location. 

On  October  24,  1883,  Mr.  Woodruff  married 
Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Edgett,  daughter  of  Seneca 
and  Mary  Jane  (Seeley)  Edgett,  of  Newtown. 
Conn.,  the  latter  being  a daughter  of  Philander 
and  Hattie  Seeley,  and  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  old  families  of  Trumbull,  Conn.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Woodruff  have  one  daughter,  Marguerite. 
The  family  is  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church, 
of  which  Mrs.  Woodruff  is  a member. 

Mr.  Woodruff,  while  not  a politician,  takes 
keen  interest  in  the  questions  of  the  day,  and  is 
a stanch  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  belongs  to  a number  of  fraternal 
orders,  viz.  : the  I.  O.  0.  F.,  Progressive  Lodge 

No.  18;  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  Pan- 
gussett  Tribe  No.  3;  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Union 
Lodge  No.  40  (one  of  the  oldest  lodges  in  the 
State,  having  received  its  charter  more  than  a 
century  ago),  and  Eureka  Chapter  No.  23,  Royal 
Arch  Masons. 


TTrENRY  B.  ROGERS,  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  New  Canaan,  was  bom 
January  13.  1839,  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  a son  of 

Benjamin  C.  Rogers. 

Benjamin  C.  Rogers  was  a native  of  Westport, 

Conn.,  was  reared  there,  and  in  his  youth  learned 
the  trade  of  tanner  and  currier,  at  which  he  was 
engaged  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  Bridgeport  when  he  was  but  twenty-sa 
years  of  age.  He  was  married  in  Darien,  Conn., 
to  Mary,  daughter  of  Thaddeus  Hoyt,  of  Darien, 
and  they  had  one  child,  Henry  B.  After  Mr 
Rogers'  death  the  widow  married  Seymour  Corn- 
stock,  by  whom  she  also  had  one  child,  Frank  L 
She  died  at  New  Canaan  in  1896  at  the  ripe  ago 
of  eighty- four  years,  and  Mr.  Comstock  is  st> 
living  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five. 

Henry  B.  Rogers  passed  his  boyhood  an 
early  youth  in  Darien,  where  he  attended  the 
district  school,  and  he  afterward  was  a pup d® 
the  private  school  kept  by  David  S.  Rockwel . 
in  New  Canaan.  For  two  years  he  clerked  m 
the  general  mercantile  store  of  Comstock  &C0  ' 

and  in  1855  he  entered  the  seminary  at  Amenia 
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for  one  year.  On  his  return  to  New  Canaan  he 
resumed  clerking,  and  continued  thus  until  i860, 
when  he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Com- 
stock, Rogers  & Co.,  consisting  of  Albert  S. 
Comstock  and  Henry  B.  Rogers,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  clothing  and  the  sale  of  general  mer- 
chandise. In  January,  1 868,  they  sold  out  their 
store  business  to  J.  V.  Rockwell  & Co.,  in  order 
to  give  their  entire  attention  to  their  manufactur- 
ing interests.  In  1876  A.  S.  Comstock  retired 
from  business,  which  Mr.  Rogers  has  since  con- 
ducted alone  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  B. 
Rogers  & Co.  The  factory  is  a commodious 
brick  building,  54  x 80  feet  in  dimensions,  three 
stories  and  basement,  lighted  by  gas  and  heated 
by  steam,  and  the  output  consists  of  men’s  and 
boys’ clothing,  bicycle  suits,  etc.,  manufactured 
from  domestic  goods.  Mr.  Rogers  disposes  of 
his  stock  directly  to  the  retail  trade  through  his 
own  traveling  men,  and  he  also  has  an  interest 
in  four  different  stores:  Comstock  Bros.,  Nor- 
walk, Conn.;  Comstock  Bros.,  South  Norwalk, 
Conn. ; The  Keene  Cash  Clothing  Store,  Keene. 
N.  H.,  and  C.  F.  Tolies  Company,  Ansonia, 
Conn.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  he  has 
been  obliged  to  devote  himself  unceasingly  to 
the  management  of  his  affairs,  but  the  result  has 
been  ample  reward  for  his  industry  and  enter- 
prise. 

Mr.  Rogers  was  married,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
to  Mary  L.  Hoyt,  daughter  of  Charles  Hoyt,  and 
they  had  five  children,  namely:  Mary  L. , Harry 

(who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years),  Charles  De- 
Witt  (of  South  Norwalk),  Rosalie  and  Helen. 
The  mother  passed  away  October  1,  1886,  and 
in  1888  Mr.  Rogers  wedded,  at  New  Canaan, 
Miss  Edna  Hoyt,  daughter  of  Edwin  Hoyt.  The 
family  occupies  a beautiful  residence  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Railroad  avenue  and  Park  street.  They 
worship  at  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
Mr.  Rogers  has  been  a prominent  member  since 
1856,  and  he  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school of  that  Church  for  thirty-seven  years. 
He  is  at  present  serving  as  senior  burgess  in  New 
Canaan,  and  has  been  a member  of  the  board 
since  its  organization. 


CVHARLES  B.  BAKER  is  one  of  the  prosperous 
Jj  self-made  agriculturists  of  Fairfield  township, 
Fairfield  county,  where  he  owns  a fine  farm 
of  ninety  acres,  and  he  is  one  of  the  reliable 
citizens  of  the  town,  he  and  his  family  being 
highly  respected  throughout  the  neighborhood 
in  which  they  reside. 

Mr.  Baker  was  born  June  4,  1838,  in  New 
York  City,  and  when  a child  removed  to  West- 


port, Conn.,  with  his  parents,  who  had  a family 
of  ten  children.  Charles  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools,  which  he  attended  for  a few 
years  during  the  winter  season.  He  was  obliged 
to  help  in  the  support  of  the  family  from  an  early 
age,  and  was  but  twelve  years  old  when  he  com- 
menced to  work  for  Capt.  Isaac  Bennett,  of 
Westport,  as  a farm  hand.  When  fourteen  years 
of  age  he  went  as  cook  on  the  sloop  ••Emily," 
Capt.  John  Gorman,  from  Southport,  and  he  fol- 
lowed this  occupation  for  three  years,  between 
New  York  and  Sound  points,  and  Albany  and 
Providence,  finally  returning  to  farming.  En- 
tering the  employ  of  Capt.  Joseph  Jennings,  of 
Southport,  he  remained  with  him  for  twenty 
consecutive  years,  a record  which  speaks  more 
highly  than  words  for  his  steadiness,  reliabil- 
ty  and  genuine  worth,  and  he  subsequently 
lived  in  Westport  for  a time,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  general  work,  and  farmed  some  land  of 
his  own.  He  returned  to  Southport,  however,  ana 
after  the  death  of  his  former  employer.  Captain 
Jennings,  fanned  land  belonging  to  that  gentle- 
man’s estate  on  shares,  in  1877  settling  on  the 
farm  of  ninety  acres  which  he  has  since  occupied, 
and  which  was  formerly  the  property  of  David 
Bank,  Mr.  Baker  purchasing  it  from  his  estate. 

Mr.  Baker  has  been  very  successful  in  the 
cultivation  of  his  soil,  and  he  has  by  persevering 
industry  and  careful  management  attained  an 
enviable  standing  among  the  well-to-do  farmers 
of  this  section.  His  reputation  in  both  business 
and  private  life  has  always  been  above  reproach, 
and  he  is  esteemed  as  one  of  the  substantial  cit- 
izens of  the  town,  and  as  a deservedly  prosperous 
one. 

Mr.  Baker  was  married  in  1862  to  Miss 
Harriet  Allen,  a native  of  Westport,  daughter  of 
Edward  Allen,  and  the  young  couple  commenced 
housekeeping  in  Westport,  later  living  in  South- 
port,  whence,  as  above  related,  they  returned  to 
their  old  home.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  ten  children,  namely:  Ida,  who  married 

James  Brotherton,  and  has  one  child;  Charles, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  Julia, 
the  wife  of  Frank  Holl,  of  South  Norwalk,  who 
has  one  child;  Jenny,  who  died  in  1869;  Albert, 
who  married  Kate  Sturges,  of  Stratfield,  Conn.; 
and  Herbert,  Clarence,  Lyllian,  Elmore  and  Eva, 
all  living  at  home  except  Elmore,  who  died  in 
1878. 

In  1862  Mr.  Baker  volunteered  his  services 
for  the  Union  cause,  becoming  a member  of 
Company  C,  28th  Conn.  V.  I.,  with  which  he 
served  in  all  its  engagements  during  his  term, 
except  for  one  month,  when  he  was  in  hospital 
at  New  Orleans,  suffering  from  illness  contracted 
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while  in  the  army,  and  from  which  he  has  never 
fully  recovered. 

Mr.  Baker  was  once  a Democrat  in  political 
sentiment,  but  he  now  supports  the  Republican 
party  in  State  and  National  issues,  in  local  affairs 
voting  as  his  conscience  dictates.  He  takes  no 
very  active  part  in  politics,  however,  and  has 
several  times  refused  candidacies  for  positions  of 
trust  in  this  section.  Socially,  he  is  a member 
of  McDonald  Post  No.  63,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Westport. 


EtOBERT  WILLIAM  CURTISS.  The  fam- 

1_  ily  of  which  this  well-known  resident  of 

Stratford  is  a representative  has  been  prominent 
for  many  years  in  the  business,  social  and  polit- 
ical life  of  that  section,  and  its  members  have  at 
all  times  been  noted  for  the  qualities  of  character 
which  make  good  citizens.  The  first  of  the  name 
came  from  England  at  a very  early  period,  and  a 
member  of  the  family  settled  in  the  town  of 
Stratford  long  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  first  recorded  knowledge  we  have  of  the 
Curtiss  family  at  Stratford  is  in  1658,  at  which 
time  the  will  of  widow  Elizabeth  Curtiss  was 
proved.  [Vol.  1648-1656.  page  17,  Records  of 
Court  of  Probate  within  and  for  the  District  of 
Fairfield,  Conn.]  This  will  makes  mention  of 
her  sons,  John  Curtiss  and  William  Curtiss,  and 
grandsons,  John  Curtiss  and  Jonathan  Curtiss, 
sons  of  her  sons,  John  and  William.  In  item 
fourth  of  her  will  she  says:  “ I doe  give  unto  my 
grandchild  Mary  Curtiss  ye  daughter  of  Thomas 
Curtiss  forty  shillings  and  to  be  paid  unto  her  by 
my  sons  John  and  William  within  a year  after 
my  decease.  ” This  is  the  only  recorded  direct 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  a son  Thomas,  and 
from  this  record  it  will  be  seen  that  there  were 
living,  at  the  time  the  will  was  made,  two  sons, 
John  and  William,  grandsons,  John  and  Jonathan 
and  a granddaughter,  Mary,  and  that  she  also  "had 
a son,  Thomas,  who  died  previous  to  the  making 
of  the  will.  At  this  time  she  was  a widow,  and 
nowhere  in  the  records  of  Stratford  does  the 
name  of  her  husband  appear.  In  “ A note  of  ye 
Estates  and  Persons  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Rocks- 
bury,"  about  1638-40,  and  at  a time  previous  to 
the  date  of  the  above  will,  appears  the  name  of 
John  Corteis,  having  fifteen  acres,  with  five  per- 
sons in  his  family.  This  family  disappears,  and 
a thorough  exhaustive  search  in  the  records  in 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut 
fails  to  find  them  or  any  of  them  until  the  rec- 
ords of  Stratford  are  reached.  That  it  is  reason- 
able to  believe  the  John  Corteis  of  Roxbury  was 
a brother  of  William  of  Roxbury,  and  the  hus- 
band of  Elizabeth  of  Stratford,  is  evidenced  by 


the  records  both  of  England  and  America.  In 
the  “ Memorials  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathersof  Naziog 
and  Waltham  Abbey,”  by  W.  Winters,  F.  R. 
Hist.  Soc.,  of  Waltham  Abbey,  Essex,  England, 
page  46,  are  the  names  of  William  Curtiss,  who 
married  Sarah  Eliot,  the  sister  of  John  Eliot, 
the  Indian  Apostle,  and  one  of  the  original  set- 
tlers of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  John  Curtiss,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Hutchins  April  19,  1610,  and 
had  children:  John,  baptized  February  26, 1614- 
15;  William,  baptized  June  2t,  1618,  and  Thomas, 
baptized  March  12,  1619-20.  The  ship  “Lion' 
arrived  in  Boston  harbor  Sunday  evening,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1632.  She  brought,  so  Wintbrop 
says,  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  passengers 
on  this  trip.  The  names  of  about  thirty  only 
are  matters  of  record,  and  one  of  them  was 
William  Curtiss,  above  referred  to.  We  knot, 
however,  that  the  arrivals  by  the  ‘‘Lion”  were 
what  may  be  termed  the  better  class.  The  min- 
isters were  well  educated  and  ‘ influential,  the 
laity  were  educated,  and  possessed  a certain  de- 
gree of  wealth  that  enabled  them  to  live  in  the 
enjoyment  of  comforts. 

The  records  of  Massachusetts  Colony  dis- 
tinctly show,  as  stated  above,  that  John  Corteis 
was  not  only  a personality  but  was  a landowner. 
The  recorded  passengers  of  the  •* Lion”  are 
known  to  have  been  persons  of  means,  and  its 
reasonable  from  the  known  worth  of  John,  and 
his  appearance  at  Roxbury  at  about  the  time  ol 
William  and  other  “ Lion  ” passengers,  to  con- 
clude that  John  was  a passenger  on  the  "Lion, 
and  therefore  an  emigrant  from  Nazing.  If  th® 
conclusion  is  correct  there  can  be  no  donbt  that 
this  John  is  the  John  mentioned  in  the  records  of 
Nazing,  and  the  husband  of  Elizabeth,  the  recorded 
ancestress  of  the  Curtiss  family  of  Stratford, Conn. 
He  died  probably  in  Massachusetts,  or  while « 
route  to  Connecticut.  When  or  where  he  dieds 
not  a matter  of  record  in  either  State.  John  and 
William  came  with  their  mother  Elizabeth  to 
Stratford  at  an  early  period  of  its  settlement 
Trumbull,  in  his  history,  Vol.  1,  published  1795' 
page  105,  says  they  came  from  Roxbury  about 
1639,  and  that  Stratford  was  settled  by  i®®1- 
grants  from  Massachusetts,  and  not  by  immigrants 
directly  from  England,  with  the  exception  of  Me 
Fairchild,  who  was  a prominent  man  and  1 f 
first  one  in  Stratford  invested  with  civil  author- 
ity. He  came  directly  from  the  mother  country- 

John  and  William  Curtiss  were  among  the  pm® 

inent  men  in  the  town  at  this  early  period.  C*” 
John  Curtiss,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub)  • 
was  a native  of  Stratford,  where  he  passed 
life  in  agricultural  pursuits,  interrupted  only  J 
the  long  struggle  of  the  colonies  for  independen 
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during  which  he  served  as  a lieutenant.  The 
names  and  dates  of  birth,  etc.,  of  his  children, 
are  as  follows:  Sarah,  born  September  29,  1769; 

Stiles,  April  1 3,  1771 ; Judson,  February  1 5,  1774; 
John,  February  8.  1778;  Ezekiel,  June  6,  1779; 
Daniel  (grandfather  of  our  subject),  April  8, 
1781;  Julia,  November  27,  17S4  (she  married 
Burritt  Curtiss);  and  Harriet,  baptized  February 
— , 1791  (she  married  Lucius  Curtiss). 

Daniel  Curtiss,  grandfather  of  R.  W.  Curtiss, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Stratford,  and  after  his 
marriage  to  Betsey  Pixlee  settled  upon  a farm 
there,  where  he  and  his  wife  both  died.  Their 
children  were  Sheldon  P.,  Peter  P.,  Charles  H., 
Mary  (Mrs.  Nathan  Birdsey),  Margaret  (Mrs. 
Morgan  Curtiss)  and  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Edward 
Fitch ). 

Sheldon  P.  Curtiss,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  also  a native  of  Stratford,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood at  the  old  homestead.  He  learned  the 
cabinet  maker's  trade,  which  he  followed  in 
Stratford  and  Bridgeport  in  early  manhood,  but 
later  he  located  upon  a farm  in  his  native  town. 
He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  was  active 
in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  His  death  occurred  in  1876,  and 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sally  McEwen, 
died  in  1891.  Her  family  was  of  Scotch  extrac- 
tion, and  her  father,  Joel  McEwen,  was  a native 
of  Stratford.  Robert  William  was  the  eldest  in 
a family  of  four  children,  the  others  being:  Al- 

fred H.  (deceased),  formerly  a merchant  in  New 
York  City;  Charles  B.,  a leading  resident  of 
Stratford;  and  Frederick  (deceased),  who  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  his  brother, 
Alfred  H. 

Robert  W.  Curtiss  was  born  July  30,  1836, 
in  the  town  of  Stratford,  where  his  early  life  was 
spent.  As  a young  man  he  learned  the  ma- 
chinist's trade,  and  for  twenty-five  years  he  was 
employed  as  a tool  maker  in  the  Wheeler  & 
Wilson  factory  at  Bridgeport.  During  that 
period  he  resided  for  eleven  years  in  Bridgeport, 
but  later  he  returned  to  Stratford,  where  he  is 
now  living  in  retirement.  He  has  a beautiful 
residence,  surrounded  by  five  acres  of  land,  and 
all  the  appointments  of  the  place  suggest  refined 
and  cultivated  taste.  In  1 86 1 Mr.  Curtiss  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  E.  Benjamin,  of  Stratford,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Cynthia  (McEwen)  Benjamin, 
well-known  residents  of  that  town,  but  they  have 
had  no  children.  Mr.  Curtiss  has  been  both 
active  and  influential  in  political  work  in  his  lo- 
cality, being  a valued  adviser  in  the  Republican 
organization.  He  has  served  five  terms  as  select- 
man, having  been  elected  in  1889,  1890,  1895, 
1896  and  1897,  and  in  1891  he  was  chosen  to 


the  office  of  township  assessor,  serving  one  year. 
Mr.  Curtiss  is  a member  of  the  Grange,  and  he 
has  been  treasurer  of  his  lodge  for  twelve  years, 
ever  since  its  organization. 


©EORGE  R.  OSBORN.  Notwithstanding  the 
prevalent  idea  that  American  business  men 
are  absorbed  in  the  struggle  for  the  "almighty 
dollar,"  it  is  a recognized  fact  that  they  are  of  a 
high  type  of  citizenship.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a well-known  manufacturer  of  hardware 
at  Bridgeport,  is  a representative  of  the  best  ele- 
ment in  business  life,  his  fine  presence  and  sym- 
pathetic manner  lending  a courtly  grace  even  to 
a chance  greeting,  while  his  well-stored  mind 
makes  his  conversation  of  rare  interest.  His 
fluent  and  choice  language  makes  one  wish  that 
he  had  tested  their  abilities  in  some  line  of  effort 
which  would  have  developed  oratorical  power. 
If  he  has  a " hobby  " it  is  mineralogy,  in  which 
he  has  made  extensive  research,  but  he  shows  a 
wide  and  accurate  knowledge  of  general  topics, 
especially  history,  religion  and  politics. 

Mr.  Osborn  belongs  to  an  old  and  highly  es- 
teemed family.  His  grandfather,  Elisha  Osborn, 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  town  of  Ridgefield, 
this  county,  and  became  an  extensive  dealer  in 
horses,  collecting  thousands  annually  from  all 
parts  of  New  England  and  selling  them  in  New 
Haven,  where  they  were  shipped  to  the  West  In- 
dies. This  well-known  citizen  passed  his  last 
years  in  Woodbridge,  Conn.,  his  death  occurring 
in  1788.  His  wife,.  Elizabeth  (Peck),  was  a na- 
tive of  New  Haven  county,  and  a member  of  a 
prominent  family  of  this  State.  They  had  eight 
children : Elansen,  a shoe  dealer  at  De  Witt, 

near  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ; Merritt,  a draftsman  of 
marked  talent,  who  made  a specialty  of  designs 
in  wood  work;  Elihu,  our  subject’s  father;  Elizur, 
a merchant,  who  died  in  early  manhood;  and 
Amelia,  Clara,  Lucinda  and  Maria. 

Elihu  Osborn,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Woodbridge,  and  during  his  youth  learned 
the  comb  maker’s  trade  at  Bethel  with  P.  T.  Bar- 
num.  For  some  yearshe  was  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness at  Seymour, Conn., and  later  he  manufactured 
builders’  hardware  at  New  Haven,  where  he  died 
in  i860.  He  married  Esther  Strong,  who  was 
born  in  Southbury,  Conn.,  a daughter  of  Noah 
Strong.  She  was  of  English  descent,  and  her 
ancestors  were  early  settlers  in  this  State.  Six 
children  were  born  of  this  union  : (1)  Maria 

died  in  infancy.  (2)  George  R.,  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below.  (3)  Charles  M., 
who  served  in  the  navy  during  the  Civil  war,  died 
in  1875.  (4)  Frederick  B.  was  in  the  navy 
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previous  to  the  Civil  war,  making  a trip  to  the 
Mediterranean  Sea  during  his  term  of  service;  he 
also  served  on  the  “ Niagara”  at  the  time  the 
Atlantic  cable  was  laid,  and  helped  in  that  enter- 
prise; when  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out 
he  organized  a company  and  went  into  active 
service,  taking  part  in  thirty  battles, including  one 
of  the  engagements  at  Bull  Run;  he  escaped  in- 
jury and  returned  home  in  safety,  but  in  June, 
1865,  he  was  killed  on  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
& Hartford  railroad,  while  in  the  employ  of  that 
road.  (5)  Eugene  F.  was  drowned  in  New  Haven 
in  1848.  (6)  Miss  Esther  M.  resides  in  Bridge- 

port, Connecticut. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  4,  1831,  in 
New  Haven  county.  Conn.,  and  his  education 
was  mainly  obtained  in  the  schools  of  Wood- 
bridge.  although  he  also  attended  school  in  New 
Haven  for  a short  time.  At  the  early  age  of  ten 
years  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources, 
and  after  serving  an  apprenticeship  in  the  busi- 
ness of  manufacturing  firearms  he  worked  at  his 
trade  nearly  thirty  years  in  different  places, 
spending  about  three  years  in  Kansas.  He  also 
made  some  profitable  deals  in  real  estate,  espec- 
ially during  the  period  preceding  the  Civil  war. 
About  i860  he  returned  to  the  East,  locating  at 
llion,  N.  Y. , where  he  spent  six  years  working 
as  a contractor  in  manufacturing  guns  at  the 
Remington  armory.  He  then  went  to  Chicopee 
Falls,  Mass.,  to  make  a sewing  machine  for  the 
Lamb  Knitting  Machine  Co.,  and  in  1866  he  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  birdcages  there,  be- 
ing the  first  to  make  the  bright  metal  cages  now 
so  popular.  After  a few  years  he  sold  out  his 
interests  there  to  two  parties;  in  1867  he  removed 
to  Bridgeport  with  his  machinery,  and  continued 
in  the  same  line  of  business  for  a Time.  Later 
he  organized  the OsbornManufacturingCompany, 
and  opened  an  establishment  in  Bleecker  street. 
New  York,  which  is  still  in  operation  although 
he  is  not  now  connected  with  it.  Alter  twelve 
years  with  that  concern  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  surgical  instrumentson  Elizabeth  street, 
New  York,  and  afterward  he  remodeled  the 
plant  and  began  manufacturing  art  hardware.  In 
the  spring  of  1889  he  removed  to  Bridgeport, 
where  he  built  a large  brick  factory,  and  he  has 
since  made  a specialty  of  fine  metallic  articles  of 
an  ornamental  nature,  or  combining  use  and  orna- 
ment. His  embossed  metalic  goods  show  the 
highest  artistic  skill  and  taste,  and  among  the 
hundreds  of  articles  to  be  seen  in  his  shops  are 
album  easels,  of  five  different  designs,  bowl  eas- 
els, cup  and  saucer  easels,  cushion  easels,  fan  eas- 
els, frame  easels,  plan  and  plate  easels,  panel 
easels,  picture  and  photo  easels,  panel  easels, 


shell  and  white-wire  easels  of  all  kinds,  cup  and 
saucer  hangers,  cup.  saucer  and  plate  hangers, 
plac  hangers,  series  plate  hangers,  photo  hang- 
ers, bouquet  holders,  lamp  screen  holders,  photo 
holders  in  ten  designs,  banner  stands,  banner 
rods,  nut  pix,  nut  crax  and  glass  medallions. 
He  has  offices  in  New  York  and  Chicago,  and  his 
different  goods  are  in  demand  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  such  dealers  as  Marshall  Field  & Co., 
of  Chicago,  sending  large  orders. 

In  1861  Mr.  Osborn  married  Miss  Clarissa 
Williams,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  1876, 
and . in  1 878  he  formed  a second  matrimonial 
union,  this  time  with  Miss  Sarah  Boorman,  ana- 
tive  of  Sherman,  N.  Y.  By  his  first  marriage  he 
had  two  children:  Frederick  E,  (deceased), and 

Howard  M.,  who  is  general  agent  for  his  father's 
business.  Socially,  the  family  is  prominent,  and 
Mr.  Osborne  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity and  the  Knights  of  Honor.  Politically, he 
is  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  has  always  taken 
keen  interest  in  the  issues  of  the  day,  having 
been  especially  active  in  the  stirring  times  in 
Kansas  before  the  Civil  war.  While  in  New 
York  he  was  always  interested  in  municipal  af- 
fairs, and  since  his  removal  to  Bridgeport  hehas 
given  careful  attention  to  local  affairs,  his  fellow- 
townsmen  showing  their  appreciation  of  his  abil- 
ity and  public  spirit  by  electing  him  in  1896  as 
alderman  from  the  Eighth  district. 


OHN  C.  BOND  is  one  of  Stratford’s  most  en- 
terprising businessmen,  and  has  done  moch 
to  improve  the  appearance  of  the  waterfront 
of  the  city,  constructing  docks  and  buildings  and 
reclaiming  land  which  was  formerly  regarded  as 
too  low  and  swampy  for  business  purposes. 

Mr.  Bond  was  born  October  23, 1 839,  in  Sof- 
folk  county.  Long  Island,  where  his  family  has 
been  prominent  since  Colonial  times,  his  grand- 
father, Doxie  Bond,  having  been  a farmer  there 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  John  C.  Bond, 
Sr.,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a native  of  the 
same  locality  and  passed  his  life  there,  being  en- 
gaged  in  the  market  business.  He  married  Mis 
Elizabeth  Soper,  a native  of  Long  Island,  an 
had  nine  children:  Harriet,  Elizabeth  and  Ann 

M.,  all  now  deceased;  Mary,  widow  of  Thomas 
Garry,  and  a resident  of  Stratford;  Emeline,  de- 
ceased ; George  S. , who  is  employed  as  a watc 
man  at  the  oyster  grounds  at  So'uthport;JohnL 
our  subject;  Edward,  who  is  a clerk  in  our  so 
ject’s  saloon  at  Stratford;  and  Ashabell  A.,are- 

tired  resident  of  Stratford,  who  was  formerly eI! 

gaged  in  the  oyster  business.  , ■ 

John  C.  Bond  spent  the  first  thirty  years 0 
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life  at  his  old  home  on  Long  Island,  where  he 
learned  the  ship  carpenter's  trade.  In  1869  he 
went  to  California,  and  followed  farming  near  the 
Sacramento  river.  He  was  then  appointed  deputy 
sheriff  of  Solano  county,  for  Collinsville,  Mont- 
ezuma district,  and  this  position  he  held  for  five 
and  one-half  years.  In  1883  he  came  to  Strat- 
ford. where  he  purchased  property  and  engaged 
in  the  oyster  business,  which  he  continued  for 
some  time,  but  later  he  became  interested  in  the 
liquor  business,  opening  a saloon  on  the  docks. 
Since  locating  in  Stratford  he  has  not  been  act- 
ive in  politics,  but  he  is  a firm  believer  in  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  His  wife, 
who  was  formerly  Miss  Julia  E.  Baldwin,  isa  na- 
tive of  Long  Island. 


J^AMES  REILLY,  a successful  farmer  and 
gardener  of  Greenwich  township,  Fairfield 
county,  is  a n.i'ive  Ireland,  born  in 
County  Leitrim,  January  26,  1838,  and  is  a son 
of  Michael  and  Bridget  (McConell)  Reilly,  farm- 
ing people,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that 
country.  They  reared  a family  of  four  sons,  of 
whom  three  came  to  America,  Thomas  and  Ed- 
ward both  locating  in  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  where  the  former  died  and  where  the  lat- 
ter is  still  living. 

On  the  home  farm  James  Reilly  was  reared 
to  manhood,  early  becoming  familiar  with  all  the 
duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist, 
while  his  literary  education  was  obtained  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  land.  With  his 
father’s  assistance  he  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1859,  on  the  steamer  ••  William  Stitson,” 
landing  at  New  York  on  the  19th  of  July,  thirty- 
five  days  after  leaving  the  harbor  at  Dublin. 
Coming  to  Fairfield  county,  he  first  worked  for 
Burr  B.  Lockwood,  at  Sound  Beach,  as  a farm 
hand,  and  being  steady  and  a good  worker  he 
was  employed  by  that  gentleman  for  three  years. 
During  this  time  he  saved  a part  of  his  earnings 
and  bought  three  acres  of  land  at  Sound  Beach, 
on  which  the  Pilgrim  Congregational  church  now 
stands.  However,  he  never  lived  upon  this 
place,  and  afterward  sold  it.  Prior  to  his  mar- 
riage he  operated  land  for  his  former  employer, 
Mr.  Lockwood,  and  afterward  worked  a farm  on 
shares. 

In  1863,  Mr.  Reilly  wedded  Miss  Mary  Hag- 
gerty, who  was  born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  in 
1842,  a daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Col- 
bert) Haggerty.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  she 
came  alone  to  the  New  World  on  the  vessel 
“City  of  Washington,"  landing  in  New  York 
after  a voyage  of  eleven  days.  In  that  city  she 


was  employed  as  a domestic  for  four  years.  By 
her  marriage  to  our  subject  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  three  children:  Lizzie  (now  Mrs. 

John  Maher),  of  Greenwich;  and  Catharine  and 
James  B.,  both  at  home. 

At  first  it  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Reilly  to 
return  to  Ireland,  and  with  that  idea  in  view  he  sent 
considerable  money  back  to  his  old  home;  but 
later  concluded  to  marry  and  remain  in  the  United 
States.  At  that  time  he  had  saved  a few  hun- 
dred dollars,  which  he  afterward  invested  in  his 
present  farm.  His  first  purchase  consisted  of 
twelve  acres,  a portion  of  the  farm  at  Sound 
Beach,  which  he  had  previously  rented  of  Simon 
Brady,  and  to  that  tract  he  has  added  until  he 
now  has  a fine  place  of  twenty  acres,  on  which 
he  has  erected  a comfortable  residence.  His 
crop  consists  principally  of  strawberries,  celery, 
onions  and  potatoes,  and  as  a farmer  and  gar- 
dener he  is  meeting  with  a well-deserved  success. 
His  life  is  a living  illustration  of  what  can  be  ac- 
complished by  industry,  perseverance  and  econo- 
my, especially  if  a sensible  wife  seconds  a man’s 
efforts  to  secure  a home  and  competence,  as  his 
has  done.  As  a citizen  he  is  numbered  among 
the  best,  and  as  a business  man  his  integrity 
is  never  questioned.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church  at  Stamford,  and 
have  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
them.  He  is  a regular  voter,  and  usually  sup- 
ports the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic 
party  by  his  ballot,  though  at  local  elections  he 
frequently  votes  independently. 


/**  EORGE  S.  RAY,  who  for  twelve  years  past 
has  served  the  people  of  Greenwich  borough, 
Fairfield  county,  as  warden,  and  who  for  nearly 
a third  of  a century  has  been  a respected  and 
honored  citizen  of  the  place,  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  carriages,  is  a native  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  born  August  7,  1835.  He  is  a son 
of  Hiram  and  Mary  (Marshall)  Ray,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a native  of  New  York,  the  eldest 
son  and  second  child  of  Jackson  Ray,  four  of 
whose  children  reached  adult  age. 

George  S.  Ray’s  boyhood  was  passed  par- 
tially in  New  York,  and  when  he  was  a lad  his 
parents  moved  to  Norwalk,  Conn.  They  re- 
turned to  New  York,  however,  where  the  father 
died  before  George  S.  had  attained  his  eighth 
year.  About  two  years  later  the  mother  moved 
to  Greenwich,  where  she  died.  Our  subject  here 
attended  the  borough  schools,  his  first  teacher 
being  Seeley  Lounsbury.  While  yet  in  his  'teens 
young  Ray  began  learning  the  wood- working 
branch  of  the  carriage  maker's  trade,  under  the 
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direction  of  Joseph  E.  Russell.  The  wages  for 
an  apprentice  were  low  at  that  time,  and  the  ap- 
prentice in  question  received  in  the  start  twenty- 
five  cents  a day  for  his  services,  which  was  in- 
creased from  time  to  time  by  an  additional  five 
cents  at  a time  until  the  maximum  figure  of  fifty 
cents  per  day  was  reached  at  the  close  of  four 
and  one-half  years.  After  having  completed  his 
trade  he  worked  at  journey  work  until  in  1870, 
when  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself  at 
Greenwich,  where  he  has  ever  since  followed 
this  line  of  work.  Of  recent  years  he  has  built 
no  new  vehicles,  but  has  confined  himself  to 
making  repairs.  He  is  a fine  mechanic,  and  the 
work  that  goes  out  from  his  place  of  business  is 
first  class.  He  has  the  best  business  of  the  kind 
in  Greenwich,  and  as  a workman  is  second  to 
none  in  Fairfield  county. 

Aside  from  his  active  business  life  Mr.  Ray 
has  found  time  to  give  attention  to  the  duties  of 
citizenship  that  are  of  a necessity  thrust  upon 
men  of  a community,  and  usually  upon  those 
who  manage  their  own  business  affairs  success- 
fully, and  are  of  that  type  whose  force  bring 
them  into  public  notice.  Mr.  Ray  has  served  his 
fellow  citizens  of  Greenwich  in  various  offices 
through  many  years,  and  with  the  greatest  fidel- 
ity on  his  part  and  to  the  greatest  satisfaction  of 
the  public.  For  four  years  he  was  burgess  of 
the  borough,  one  year  selectman,  and  twelve 
years  warden.  He  is  a man  of  the  highest  sense 
of  honor,  and  as  a citizen  stands  deservedly  high. 
He  has  managed  his  business  affairs  successfully. 
He  built  a home  on  West  Elm  street,  and  in 
other  ways  has  evidenced  his  enterprising  and 
progressive  spirit.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Second  Congregational  Church  of  Greenwich,  in 
which  he  is  a deacon,  and  chairman  of  the  build- 
ing committee.  Politically,  he  is  a Republican, 
although  his  first  vote  was  cast  for  James  Bu- 
chanati  for  the  Presidency.  He  voted  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  in  i860,  since  when  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  Republicans,  and  in  the  coun- 
cils of  that  party  in  Fairfield  county  he  wields  an 
influence.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Avery,  a 
native  of  Greenwich,  daughter  of  Everett  D. 
Avery,  and  to  the  union  was  born  one  child,  An- 
nie L. , now  Mrs.  A.  C.  Peck,  of  Greenwich. 


Boswell  booth  glover,  a weii- 

known  retired  citizen  of  Danbury,  is  a man 

to  whom  success  has  come  as  a reward  of  his  own 
energy  and  thrift.  Starting  in  life  with  no  capi- 
tal, he  now  owns  five  houses  in  Danbury,  and  the 
evening  of  his  life  will  be  made  pleasant  by  the 
wisely-invested  returns  from  past  years  of  toil. 


Mr.  Glover  was  born  January  23,  1829,  in 
Scotia  District,  Newtown,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  a 
son  of  Roswell  Glover  and  his  first  wife,  Polly 
Ann  (Ferris).  The  father,  who  was  a native  ol 
Newtown,  Conn.,  born  December  28,  1802, be- 
came an  agriculturist  by  occupation,  his  later 
years  being  spent  in  the  West.  Our  subjects 
mother  was  twice  married,  and  he  was  the  only 
child  by  her  first  marriage.  By  her  second  mar- 
riage (to  W.  Lake)  there  were  five  children: 
Ferris,  Isaac,  Harriet  M.,  D.  Jackson  and  Wal- 
ter B. 

Until  the  age  of  thirteen  Mr.  Glover  made  bis 
home  with  his  grandmother  Ferris,  at  Newtown, 
and  his  education  was  begun  in  the  district  school 
of  Sugar  street,  in  Newtown,  and  he  afterward  at- 
tended select  schools  in  Taunton  District,  taught 
by  Harvey  Peck  and  Philo  Clarke,  the  latter  ol 
whom  taught  the  first  school,  and  was  afterward 
president  of  a bank  at  Newton.  The  course  of 
study  was  somewhat  more  liberal  than  that  given 
to  the  average  youth  of  that  day.  Deciding 
upon  the  carpenter’s  trade,  he  passed  an  appren- 
ticeship of  three  years  and  nine  mfinths  with 
Hiram  Parmalee,  of  Hattertown,  and  also  learned 
the  sash  and  blind  business  in  the  same  place. 
Later  he  went  to  Danbury  and  worked  two  years 
as  a journeyman,  and  six  years  as  a regular  em- 
ploye for  Barnum  & Starr,  but  that  firm  was  dis- 
solved in  1861  because  of  Mr.  Starr’s  death  in 
the  army.  The  business  was  purchased  by  Fos- 
ter Brothers,  and  two  or  three  years  later  Mr 
Glover  entered  their  service  as  foreman  of  the 
sash  and  blind  department  of  their  factor,  a posi- 
tion which  he  held  -for  nearly  twenty  years,  and 
only  relinquished  in  1895,  when,  having  gained* 
fair  competence,  he  determined  to  enjoy  a well- 
deserved  leisure.  His  sound,  conservative  judg- 
ment is  appreciated  by  his  associates,  and  behas 
often  been  called  upon  to  aid  in  the  settlement 
of  estates,  and  to  advise  in  other  matters  of  im- 
portance. Although  he  has  never  taken  an  act- 
ive part  in  local  politics;  he  is  a stanch  Republic- 
an in  principle.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men  at  Danbury,  and  tot  e 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  though  not  affiliated  to  the  local  or 
ganization.  He  and  his  family  are  promise” 
members  of  St.  James  Episcopal  Church. 

Mrs.  Glover,  formerly  Miss  Polly  Ann  Ko 
ertson,  is  a daughter  of  Levi  and  Polly”® 
son,  highly  respected  residents  of  Redding  Ri  ?e 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glover  had  three  children, 
Harriet  Jane,  born  February  9,  1856;  Ida 
born  December  8,  1858,  died  January  18, 
and  Lemuel  Francis,  born  June  4-  I*°4' 
November  22,  1894.  The  eldest  and  ony 
viving  member  of  this  little  family  is n0* 
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wife  of  George  B.  Hoyt,  of  Danbury,  a traveling 
salesman  for  and  member  of  the  firm  of  Hoyt  & 
Olmstead.  of  Norwalk.  Conn.,  and  this  union  is 
blessed  with  four  children:  Mabel  Louise,  born 

July  3.  1882;  Julia  Banks,  born  September  27, 
1884;  Annie  Isabelle,  June  5,  1889;  and  Leon 
Glover,  born  December  20,  1893.  Mrs.  Hoyt  is 
a member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution. 


USSELL  L.  HALL  has  been  a resident  of 
New  Canaan  for  more  than  forty-five  years, 
and  as  an  active  business  man  and  public-spirited 
citizen  has  given  his  material  influence  and  inter- 
est to  her  welfare  and  progress.  He  was  born 
August  18,  1832,  at  Warren,  Litchfield  Co., 
Conn.,  and  comes  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  the  State. 

In  the  spring  of  1639  Francis  Hall,  the  first 
of  the  family  in  this  country,  arrived  in  New 
Haven.  He  was  a son  of  Gilbert  Hall  of  Eng- 
land. He  returned  to  England  for  his  wife  and 
family,  and  they  settled  at  Fairfield,  Conn.,  liv- 
ing there  and  at  Stratford,  where  he  died.  He 
was  an  attorney.  His  son,  Isaac  Hall,  was  a 
physician.  His  son,  John  Hall,  had  a son  El- 
nathan.  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  New 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  died  in  1770.  He  was  an 
ensign,  lieutenant  and  captain  in  the  militia. 
Elnathan's  son,  also  named  Elnathan,  moved  to 
Mt.  Washington,  Mass. .where,  in  1776.  Elnathan 
Lewis  Hall,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born.  He  learned  the  trades  of  tanner  and  shoe- 
maker at  Warren,  Conn.,  where  he  followed  the 
same  for  many  years,  dying  in  May,  1852,  at 
New  Canaan,  Conn.  He  married  Huldah  Stone, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
namely:  Norman  S. ; Maria  (deceased),  who 
married  Seth  Hickok;  Herman  L. , deceased; 
Elnathan  Smith,  deceased;  Miranda,  widow  of 
Isaac  Knapp,  living  at  Danbury ; Sarah  E..  widow 
of  James  W.  Lockwood,  late  of  New  Canaan; 
John  N.,  residing  in  Mankato,  Minn.;  and  Emily 
L.,  widow  of  H.  J.  Taylor,  late  of  Sharon,  Con- 
necticut. 

Norman  S.  Hall,  the  eldest  of  this  family, 
was  born  at  Warren,  Conn.,  and  received  his 
schooling  there.  He  learned  the  tanner’s  trade 
under  his  father,  with  whom  he  and  his  brother, 
Herman  L.,  were  in  partnership  in  Warren  for 
many  years,  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  L.  Hall 
& Sons.  During  the  "forties”  Norman  Hall 
abandoned  his  trade  and  followed  farming,  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  married 
at  Kent,  Conn.,  to  Mary  A.  Stone,  who  died  in 
July,  1876,  and  their  children  were  Russell  Lewis; 


Harriet  E.  (Mrs.  Gibson,  of  Washington,  Conn.); 
Ezra  S.,  of  Norwalk;  Mary  J.  (Mrs.  Finch),  of 
Norwalk;  Laura  1.  (Mrs.  Benedict),  of  Warren, 
Conn.;  Charles  W..  and  Lucy  Ann  and  Amelia 
S. , both  deceased.  This  family  attended  the 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Hall  was  a 
member.  Politically,  he  was  first  a Whig,  later 
a Republican. 

Russell  Lewis  Hall  received  his  early  educa- 
tion at  Warren,  attending  the  public  school  and 
J.  C.  Howard's  private  school,  and  for  one  win- 
ter was  a pupil  in  a school  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  town  of  New  Canaan.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  went  to  Goshen,  Conn.,  where 
he  worked  four  years  and  five  months  as  an  ap- 
prentice to  the  cabinet-making  trade.  During 
1853  he  worked  for  E.  C.  Warren,  at  Stamford, 
Conn.,  thence  coming  to  New  Canaan,  where  he 
arrived  Christmas  Eve,  1853,  and  here  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  In  1 8 54  he  hired  a small 
place,  put  in  a stock  and  commenced  to  work  at 
his  trade,  shortly  afterward  purchasing  a larger 
place.  In  1856  he  bought  a building  on  Main 
street,  in  which  he  continued  to  do  business  un- 
til after  the  Civil  war,  when  he  took  his  brother. 
Charles  W..  as  partner.  Our  subject  has  been 
engaged  in  this  line  since  the  year  1849,  and  has 
met  with  continued  success,  which  he  has  well 
deserved.  Other  business  interests  have  claimed 
his  attention  during  these  years,  and  that  he  pos- 
sesses more  than  an  ordinary  allowance  of  good 
judgment  and  discernment  in  financial  affairs  is  a 
fact  well  recognized  by  his  associates  in  commer- 
cial life,  who  have  expressed  their  confidence  in 
him  in  many  ways.  Since  1878  he  has  been 
president  of  the  National  Bank  of  New  Canaan, 
and  also  a director  in  same,  and  he  held  the  office 
of  treasurer  of  the  Savings  Bank  for  seventeen 
years.  Such  a record  speaks  for  itself. 

Although  his  business  has  had  the  greater 
share  of  his  time  and  attention,  Mr.  Hall  has 
found  time  for  public  service,  and  much  private 
enjoyment  in  the  field  of  good  literature,  which 
he  has  always  been  intensely  fond  of.  He  has 
served  in  numerous  local  offices  of  trust,  such  as 
constable,  deputy  sheriff,  assessor,  member  of 
the  board  of  relief,  registrar  of  voters  for  many 
years,  chairman  of  the  Republican  town  commit- 
tee, holding  this  position  for  twenty-five  years, 
notary  public  and  justice  of  the  peace,  in  all  of 
which  he  has  discharged  his  duties  with  such 
wisdom  and  faithfulness  that  his  services  could 
not  be  other  than  satisfactory.  In  1896  he  was 
honored  with  election  to  the  post  of  representa- 
tive for  New  Canaan  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  is  filling  this  office  with  characteristic  ability 
and  devotion  to  duty. 
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On  December  24,  1857,  Mr.  Hall  was  united  the  two  farmed  in  partnership  for  several  years 
in  marriage,  in  New  Canaan,  with  Miss  Betsey  In  October,  i860,  our  subject  was  united  in 
A.  Jones,  daughter  of  Reuben  Jones,  and  two  marriage,  in  Douglas  county,  with  Miss  Mary  J. 
children — one  son  and  one  daughter — blessed  Houghton,  who  was  bom  May  27,  1831,  in  Ver- 
this  union,  namely:  Julia  M.,  who  is  deceased,  mont,  and  lived  up  to  the  age  of  about  twenty 

and  Lewis  Carroll,  who  graduated  from  Yale  Col-  near  Boston,  Mass.  In  1855  she  came  to  Kan- 
lege  in  1891,  and  is  now  bookkeeper  in  the  sas  with  her  parents,  Josiah  and  Catherine 
Fancher  factory;  he  married  Viola  E.  Riley.  (White)  Houghton,  who  had  two  children:  Mrs. 
The  mother  of  these  passed  from  earth  February  Burroughs,  and  George  S.,  who  is  a teacher  in 
27,  1898.  In  1884  Mr.  Hall  took  up  the  Chau-  South  Boston.  Mrs.  Burroughswasaneye-wit- 
lauqua  course  of  reading,  and  graduated  in  same,  ness  to  the  burning  of  Lawrence,  Kansas,  by 
He  is  the  president  of  the  New  Canaan  Historical  Quantrell,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  Mr.  Bur- 
Society,  and  has  held  said  office  since  the  year  roughs,  who  was  at  the  time  suSering  with  in- 
1890.  Fraternally,  he  is  a prominent  member  flammatory  rheumatism,  was  hidden  in  a corn- 
of  Wooster  Lodge  No.  37,  1.  O.  O.  F. ; the  field  to  escape  murder  by  the  guerrillas.  In  the 
•Order  of  American  Mechanics;  the  Sons  of  the  spring  of  1864  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burroughs  came 
American  Revolution,  and  the  Sons  of  Temper-  east,  locating  first  at  Somerville,  Mass.,  where  be 
ance,  which  last  named  order  he  joined  thirty-  farmed  for  a time,  and  later  removing  to  Bridge- 
Jive  years  ago.  port,  where  the  family  lived  while  he  worked  as 

a farmhand  for  Samuel  Morehouse.  The  follow- 
ing year  Mr.  Burroughs  commenced  to  work  the 

EC.  BURROUGHS,  a well-known  dairyman  Jesse  Banks  farm  on  shares,  and  he  continued 

and  farmer  of  Fairfield  township,  is  a na-‘  thus  for  eleven  years,  until,  in  1877,  hesettled 

tive  of  Fairfield  county,  Conn. , born  March  21,  on  his  present  farm.  He  has  since  added  to  bis 
1830,  in  Trumbull  township,  son  of  Nelson  and  original  purchase,  and  now  has  thirty-eight  or 
Catherine  (Middlebrooks)  Burroughs.  thirty-nine  acres  of  productive  land,  all  of  which 

Nelson  Burroughs  removed  with  his  family  has  been  greatly  improved  during  his  ownership, 
to  Bridgeport  when  our  subject  was  an  infant,  and  the  outbuildings  and  dwelling-house  made 
and  there  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  more  comfortable  and  substantial.  The  prop- 
engaged  at  the  carpenter  trade.  Soon  after  the  erty  is  an  excellent  one,  and  in  addition  to 
•completion  of  the  Housatonic  railroad  he  com-  general  farming  Mr.  Burroughs  has  carried  on 
menced  work  on  it,  and  he  remained  in  that  em-  dairying  almost  from  the  start,  in  this  line  being 
ploy  for  a number  of  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bur-  one  of  the  best-known  men  in  this  part  oi  the 
roughs  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely:  county.  He  markets  his  milk  in  Bridgeport, 

Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Lewis  Wheeler),  who  died  in  and  in  the  great  blizzard  of  1888,  both  he  and 
Stratford;  E.  C.;  Emily,  unmarried,  who  lives  in  his  two  sons,  being  caught  in  it.  were  held  in 
Bridgeport,  a member  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  and  for  Bridgeport,  not  being  able  to  reach  home  till  the 

many  years  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Sun-  third  day,  and  then  only  by  wading  through  the 
•day-school;  Catherine,  who  married  Sherman  snow  three  miles  on  foot,  nearly  exhausted 
Stirling,  and  died  in  Bridgeport;  and  Oscar,  who  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burroughs  have  attained  an envi- 
died  in  New  Mexico.  The  parents  were  members  able  degree  of  prosperity  through  their  combined 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  uniting  with  St.  Paul’s  efforts,  and  he  is  known  as  a thoroughly  reliable 
congregation  in  East  Bridgeport.  They  died  at  citizen  and  a man  of  the  strictest  integrity, 
the  age  of  sixty-two  and  seventy-nine  years,  re-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burroughs  have  had  five  cbii- 
spectively.  Mr.  Burroughs  was  a stanch  Demo-  dren,  viz.:  Frederick  C.,  who  lives  at  home, e 
crat  politically.  at  present  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  and  bas 

E.  C.  Burroughs  was  reared  in  Bridgeport,  also  been  a highly  successful  school  teacher;  Ro^ 
where  he  received  his  schooling,  and  when  four-  ert  N.  was  a mail  carrier  in  Bridgeport,  and  b 
teen  years  of  age  went  to  live  with  Jesse  Banks,  now  superintendent  of  the  East  Side  P.  0.  $la' 
at  Greenfield,  remaining  with  that  gentleman  in  tion;  Annie  H.  lives  at  home  (she  is  a member 
all  some  fourteen  years.  For  the  first  seven  years  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Bridgeport);  Catherine  and 
he  received  his  board  and  clothing,  and  when  Carrie  died  in  infancy.  The  parents  are  me"1' 
he  reached  his  majority  he  was  given  a suit  of  bers  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Southport. « 
clothes  and  $15°-  *n  cash.  after  which  he  con-  which  Mr.  Burroughs  formerly  served  as  vesm 
tinued  with  Mr.  Banks  for  seven  years  longer.  In  man.  He  is  a lifelong  Republican  in  poli*** 
March,  1858,  he  went  to  Douglas  county.  Kans. , Some  years  ago  an  incident  occurred  which  is  ol 
-where  his  brother  Oscar  had  taken  up  a claim,  and  interest  in  the  history  of  the  family.  JohnBro« 
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then  living  in  Kansas,  but  afterward  of  Harper’s 
Ferry  and  National  fame,  called  one  morning  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burroughs,  where  he 
had  his  breakfast,  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  lie 
down  and  rest,  as  he  was  tired  from  traveling  all 
night.  He  slept  there  all  day.  They  did  not 
know  who  he  was,  but  were  impressed  by  his 
courtesy  and  noble  bearing,  and  they  were  after- 
ward told  his  name  by  friends  who  called  to  see 
him. 


ERASTUS  W.  TUTTLE  is  a well  and  favor- 
ably known  resident  of  the  town  of  New  Ca- 
naan, Fairfield  county,  where  he  has  followed 
the  business  of  stone  mason  for  the  last  half  cen- 
tury. His  father  and  grandfather  were  also  iden- 
tified with  this  community,  the  latter,  by  name 
Daniel,  being  born  in  what  was  then  known  as 
Canaan  Parish,  and  passing  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  in  New  Canaan.  He  was  a blacksmith 
by  trade.  He  wedded  Abigail  Pennoyer,  and 
they  had  one  child.  Samuel  P. 

Samuel  P.  Tuttle  was  born,  in  1800,  in  New 
Canaan,  at  the  family  home  in  Oenoke  avenue, 
received  his  schooling  in  his  native  place,  and  in 
course  of  time  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade, 
which  he  followed  all  his  life.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1823,  to  Orinda,  daughter  of  Daniel  Ter- 
rell, of  Wilton,  and  seven  children  were  born  to 
them,  namely:  Erastus  W. ; Augustus  S..  who 

died  young;  Sarah  (Mrs.  James  Whitney),  of 
Darien;  Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Henry  Betts; 
Maria,  deceased;  Augustus  S.  (2)  (deceased),  who 
was  a respected  and  well-known  citizen  of  New 
Canaan,  where  he  was  a contracter  and  builder; 
and  Mary  (Mrs.  Sterling),  of  Norwalk.  Samuel 
P.  Tuttle  died  in  1877.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  at  New  Canaan. 

Erastus  W.  Tuttle,  eldest  son  of  Samuel  P. 
and  Orinda  (Terrell)  Tuttle,  was  born  September 
7,  1825,  in  the  house  where  he  still  resides,  situ- 
ated in  Oenoke  avenue.  New  Canaan.  Here 
during  his  youth  he  was  given  the  educational  ad- 
vantages afforded  by  the  public  schools,  and  in 
early  manhood  he  learned  the  stonemason’s  trade, 
at  which  he  has  worked  continuously  since  he 
was  twenty  years  old.  On  September  7,  1846. 
he  was  united  in  marriage,  in  New  Canaan,  to 
Lydia  E.  Mills;  no  children  were  born  to  this 
union.  For  his  second  wife.  Mr.  Tuttle  was  mar- 
ried October  2,  1848.  at  Bedford,  N.  Y..  to  Miss  i 
Betsey  Armstrong,  and  by  her  he  had  five  chil-  | 
dren:  Phoebe,  who  is  the  wife  of  Webster  Davis,  j 
of  Wilton.  Conn. ; Aabbigal  B. ; Lydia  E..  of  New 
Canaan;  Margaret  (Mrs.  Asa  F.  Fancher),  of 
Norwalk;  and  Sarah,  who  is  deceased.  On  April 


2 1 , 1875,  Mr.  Tuttle  was  married  at  New  Ca- 
naan to  Jane  A.  Williams,  by  whom  he  has  one 
child,  Leon  E.  Our  subject  is  united  with  the 
Baptist  Church  at  New  Canaan,  and  is  a substan- 
tial, thrifty  citizen  of  that  town,  one  whose  gen- 
uine worth  entitles  him  to  the  respect  of  all. 


J JONATHAN  C.  TAYLOR,  a veteran  of  the 
1 Civil  war,  whose  valor  and  courage  were 
tested  on  more  than  one  battlefield,  and 
whose  body  now  bears  the  scars  of  wounds  that 
speak  louder  than  words  of  the  sacrifice  and  he- 
roism of  young  manhood,  is  one  of  the  substan- 
tial farmers  of  the  town  of  Westport,  and  a well- 
known  citizen  throughout  Fairfield  county. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  born  December  l6,  1833,  in 
the  town  of  Westport.  His  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, also  named  Jonathan,  was  a soldier  of  the 
war  of  1812.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wes- 
ton, married  Nancy  Taylor,  of  Westport,  and  in 
that  town  engaged  in  farming.  The  two  chil- 
dren born  to  this  marriage  were:  Alfred  and  Paul 
L.,  the  latter  being  the  father  of  our  subject. 
Both  were  farmers  of  the  town  of  Westport. 
The  father  of  these  children  was  a Whig  in  his 
political  views,  and  in  religious  faith  Alfred  was 
an  Episcopalian,  Paul  L.  a Congregationalist. 

Paul  L.  Taylor  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm.  He  became  a school  teacher  by  profes- 
sion, but  later  in  life  was  chiefly  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  He  married  Matsey  Chap- 
man, a native  of  the  town  of  Westport,  and  a 
daughter  of  Phineas  Chapman.  This  marriage 
was  blessed  with  four  children,  namely:  Harriet 
E.  married  a Mr.  Nichols,  resided  in  New  Ha- 
ven, and  there  died;  Charles  H..  for  many  years 
a merchant  in  Westport,  died  in  Tacoma,  Wash.; 
Jonathan  C.,  our  subject,  is  referred  to  farther 
on;  and  Ann  E.  married  Benjamin  Toquet,  of 
Westport.  The  parents  of  these  died  in  1867. 
They  were  excellent  people,  and  their  deaths 
were  mourned  by  a host  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. • Politically,  the  father  was  first  a Whig, 
then  a Republican. 

Jonathan  C.  Taylor  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  attending  the  local  schools  during  his 
earlier  years,  then  the  private  academy  of  William 
H.  Richards,  at  Westport.  When  he  had  ad- 
vanced sufficiently  to  be  able  to  teach,  he  entered 
into  the  work  with  a zeal  that  was  characteristic 
of  his  after  life.  Beginning  the  profession  in 
the  schools  of  his  home  town,  he  was  not  con- 
tent, so  later  sought  wider  fields  with  greater 
opportunities.  He  taught  at  Bethel,  Conn.,  and 
in  the  States  of  New  Jersey  and  Illinois,  and  in 
i all  probably  one-third  of  his  life  has  been  given 
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to  that  profession.  In  the  fall  of  1861,  when  the 
Civil  war  seemed  to  be  no  longer  simply  a threat, 
but  a stern  reality  that  called  for  men  of  nerve 
and  determination,  young  Taylor  became  enthu- 
siastic, recruited  a squad  of  men.  which  became 
a part  of  Company  C,  28th  Conn.  V.  I.,  organ- 
ized in  New  Haven.  The  command  was  assigned 
to  the  Army  of  the  South,  under  General  Banks. 
He  participated  in  all  the  engagements  in  which 
the  regiment  took  part.  In  the  charge  on  Port 
Hudson,  La.,  June  14,  1862,  in  which  five  out  of 
six  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  our  subject 
was  wounded  twice  through  the  side  and  in  the 
sword  hand.  He  was  second  lieutenant  in  his 
own  company,  and  in  the  company  detailed  for 
the  charge;  was  taken  prisoner  out  of  a ditch 
under  the  breastworks  of  the  Confederates,  and 
was  restored  to  his  own  command  at  the  sur- 
render, July  11,  1862.  His  record  as  a soldier 
was  indeed  an  honorable  one.  He  was  discharged 
from  the  service  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  August, 
1862,  and  about  five  years  after  resumed  school- 
teaching. Later  on  he  engaged  in  farming,  which 
occupation  has  since  claimed  his  attention.  He 
has  a well-improved  and  highly -cultivated  farm 
of  eighty  acres,  and  has  prospered.  He  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Congregational  Church,  and  takes 
a deep  interest  in  all  work  looking  to  the  better- 
ing of  humanity.  He  is  a member  of  the  Sauga- 
tuck  Historical  Society;  also  a member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  In  his  political  views  he  is  an  Inde- 
pendent. 

On  April  3,  1861,  Mr.  Taylor  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  L.  Mundy,  a native  of  Somerville, 
N.  J..  a daughter  of  Israel  C.  Mundy,  of  Scotch 
extraction,  and  to  the  union  were  born  children 
as  follows:  Catherine E.,  Mary  E.,  and  Charles 

P.,  a traveling  salesman.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  1869. 


Tcw-TTLLIAM  WEBB  has  done  general  con- 
tract  work  in  Stamford,  Fairfield  count)', 
for  many  years,  and  is  a respected  resident  of 
that  place,  where  he  was  born  August  6,  1836. 
His  grandfather,  also  named  William,  was  a na- 
tive of  Stamford,  and  was  twice  married,  the 

second  time  to  Rhoda . Epenetus  Webb, 

the  father,  was  born  and  reared  in  Stamford,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  fish  and  lobster  business  for 
many  years.  He  married  Delia  Ann  Weed,  a 
daughter  of  Jonas  Weed,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  six  children:  Charles  R.,  Henry  (of 

Darien,  Conn.),  William,  and  Harriet  S.,  Martha 
Ann  and  Alice  L.,  all  three  also  in  Stamford. 

William  Webb  attended  the  district  schools 
of  Stamford  in  his  early  boyhood,  and  when 


eighteen  years  old  was  apprenticed  to  Thomas 
P.  Dixon  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade,  serving 
three  years  with  that  gentleman.  For  some 
years  following  he  worked  as  journeyman,  finally 
commencing  to  do  contract  work,  in  which  he 
now  has  an  extensive  custom.  Mr.  Webb  ms 
married  in  New  York  City  to  Miss  Harriet 
Huested,  who  was  born  in  Westchester  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was  liv- 
ing in  Sound  Beach,  this  county.  Two  children 
have  blessed  this  union:  Cordelia,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Mortimer  S.  Brown,  of  Stamford,  and 
William  H.,  a resident  of  Stamford,  who  is  in 
the  employ  of  the  United  States  Express  Com- 
pany in  New  York  City.  In  political  sympathy 
Mr.  Webb  is  a Republican. 


W LFRED  BEACH  FAIRCHILD,  whose 
career  as  a business  man  and  citizen  ol 
Bridgeport  for  a third  of  a century  is  well  and 
favorably  known,  is  descended  from  one  of  the 
old  Colonial  families  of  New  England,  being  ol 
the  eighth  generation  in  direct  line  from  Thomas 
Fairchild,  a merchant  who  came  from  London, 
England,  and  settled  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  about 
1639.  His  death  occurred  December  14.  lf>7° 
He  married  (first)  a daughter  of  Robert  Seabrook, 
of  England,  and  (second)  Katherine  Craig,  ol 
London,  England.  A copy  of  the  last  marriage 
contract,  executed  in  England  on  the  22d  day  of 
December,  1662,  is  found  in  the  library’  at  the 
Capitol  at  Hartford,  in  Priv.  Controv.  Vol.  t, 
Doc.  20.  In  it  Mr.  Fairchild  binds  himself  to 
convey  to  said  Katherine  a life  estate  in  his 
lands  at  Stratford,  or  in  case  of  his  death  before 
his  arrival  in  New  England,  to  cause  to  be  p^ 
to  the  said  Katherine  the  sum  of  200  pounds 
sterling.  Of  his  eleven  children,  three  (includ- 
ing Joseph,  our  subject's  next  ancestor) 
born  to  the  second  marriage. 

II.  Joseph  Fairchild  was  bora  in  Stratford 
April  18,  1664,  and  died  July  25,  I7'3- 
owned  lands  in  Durham.  His  wife,  Johanna, 
daughter  of  Timothy  Willcoxson,  died  August  15. 
1713.  They  had  ten  children,  among  whom'® 
a son  Timothy,  the  next  in  line  of  descent. 

III.  Timothy  Fairchild,  born  December  9. 
1687,  was  married  November  15,  I7I5> 
Thompson,  of  New  Haven,  and  died  Novemt#1 
23,  1726.  They  had  four  children. 

IV.  Daniel  Fairchild,  son  of  Timothy  an 
Sarah  (Thompson)  Fairchild,  was  born  February 
18,  1719,  and  died  May  9,  1807.  OnDecem 
6,  1743,  he  was  married  to  Hepzibah,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Lewis,  of  Old  Mill,  in  the  town  0 
Stratford,  and  nine  children  were  born  to  t 
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union.  Daniel  Fairchild  was  among  the  first 
settlers  of  North  Stratford  (now  Trumbull),  and 
lived  at  Nichols  Farms.  He  taught  school  in  his 
earlier  years,  but  afterward  became  a merchant, 
was  influential  in  town  and  State  affairs,  being 
appointed  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  for  many  years.  During  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  he  was  also  very  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Colony. 

V.  Lewis  Fairchild,  son  of  Daniel  and  Hep- 
zibah  (Lewis)  Fairchild,  was  born  March  14, 
1747,  and  died  May  10.  >817;  married  Mary 
Uffoot  September  22,  1768,  by  whom  he  had  six 
children.  His  home  was  at  North  Stratford  (now 
Trumbull),  at  a place  called  Nessha  Hill,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  most  successful  and  influential 
farmers  of  that  county.  He  was  prominent  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  with  General 
Wooster  in  the  Danbury  raid,  April  25  and  28, 
1 777,  it  being  generally  understood  that  he  acted 
as  assistant  commissary  during  the  time. 

VI.  Reuben  Fairchild,  son  of  Lewis  and  Mary 
(Uffoot)  Fairchild,  was  born  in  1782  and  died 
October  5,  1855;  lie  resided  in  Trumbull  during 
the  greater  part  of  his  life;  in  1813  he  married 
Anna,  daughter  of  Robert  Hawley  of  that  town. 
Six  childien  were  born  to  them,  viz. : Caroline, 
Elizabeth.  Mary  Ann.  Starr.  Lewis  and  Charles 
Nichols.  Reuben  Fairchild  was  a very  ingenious 
man,  and  having  learned  the  cabinet  maker’s 
trade  in  his  youth  he  applied  his  skill  in  many 
lines  of  manufacturing  business.  He  also  pro- 
cured a number  of  patents  during  his  life.  About 
the  year  1810  he  took  apart  an  old  saddletree, 
and  made  one  like  it;  he  then  made  a dozen,  had 
them  ironed,  and  took  them  to  New  York  where 
he  found  a ready  sale.  He  then,  in  connection 
with  his  brother  Eben,  commenced  the  manu- 
facture of  saddletrees  on  a large  scale  at  Nichols 
Farms,  Trumbull,  and  conducted  the  business 
for  many  years,  it  being  very  successful.  In  May, 
1817,  they  purchased  the  store  and  dock  prop- 
erty near  the  foot  of  Wall  street  in  Bridgeport, 
and  conducted  a store,  in  connection  with  same 
operating  a packet  line  of  boats  along  the  coast 
from  New  York  to  Boston.  Eben  Fairchild  re- 
moved to  Bridgeport  in  1817  to  take  charge  of 
that  branch,  and  about  the  year  1818  they  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  saddles  there,  asso- 
ciating with  them  Hartford  Lyon  and  Lemuel 
Coleman,  under  the  firm  name  of  Fairchild,  Lyon 
& Co.  Later  they  opened  a branch  house  in 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  but  after  about  nine  years 
they  withdrew  from  the  saddle  business,  selling 
out  to  their  partners.  In  1826  Reuben,  Lewis 
& Eben  Fairchild  built  the  mills  at  Trumbull, 
and  commenced  the  manufacture  of  paper,  which 


was  continued  by  them  until  1835,  when  Reuben 
sold  his  interest  to  his  brothers  and  retired  from 
business  with  a comfortable  competence. 

Being  a man  of  progressive  ideas,  and  finding 
a retired  life  distasteful,  he  in  1836  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  carriages  in  Bridgeport,  asso- 
ciating with  him  Messrs.  Haight.  Hurd  and  Keel- 
er, under  the  firm  name  of  Haight,  Keeler,  Fair- 
child  & Co.  This  business  was  continued  until 
j 840,  when  he  retired  to  his  farm  at  Nichols. 
Farms,  Trumbull,  where  he  was  engaged  in> 
agriculture  until  his  death. 

VII.  Hon.  Charles  N.  Fairchild,  son  of 

Reuben  and  Anna  (Hawley)  Fairchild,  was  born 
in  Trumbull  October  27,  1818.  and  died  Septem- 
ber 6,  1891.  He  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  at  Nichols  Farms,  and  as  a young  man, 
learned  the  carriage  maker’s  trade  in  Bridgeport. 
For  some  years  he  followed  that  occupation  at 
Nichols  Farms,  but  later  he  devoted  his  attention 
to  agriculture.  Politically,  he  was  a Democrat. 
Being  a man  of  ability  and  sound  judgment, 
disciplined  by  practical  participation  in  business 
and  public  affairs,  he  was  often  called  to  serve  in 
official  positions,  which  he  filled  with  credit  to 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  fellow  citizens. 
He  was  selectman  of  the  town  in  1859-60,  and 
in  >876  was  a representative  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. Mr.  Fairchild  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Louisa,  daughter  of  Alfred 
Beach,  of  Trumbull  Centre.  To  them  were 
born  tw’o  sons:  Henry  and  Alfred  Beach,  who  for 
years  have  been  closely  identified  with  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  City  of  Bridgeport.  The 
mother  of  these  died  August  13,  1845,  aged 

twenty-four  years,  and  the  father  subsequently 
married  Mary  B..  daughter  of  S.  O.  Banks,  of 
Easton,  Conn.  Two  children,  Laura  Frances 
and  Erwin  Starr,  were  born  of  the  second 
union. 

VIII.  Alfred  Beach  Fairchild,  son  of  Charles 
N.  and  Louisa  (Beach)  Fairchild,  and  the  sub- 
ject proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Nichols  Farms,  town  of  Trumbull,  July 
13,  1845.  and  received  his  education  at  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  village  of  his  birth.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  left  his  father’s  farm  to  take  a 
position  in  Bridgeport  as  clerk  in  the  general 
store  of  his  brother,  Henry  C.  Fairchild,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  1867.  Being  of  age, 
he  then  commenced  business  for  himself  by  pur- 
chasing the  village  store  in  his  native  town, 
where  he  continued  successfully  lor  three  years; 
next  venture  was  the  purchase,  in  1870,  of  the 
general  store  at  North  Bridgeport,  which  was 
conducted  in  connection  with  the  woolen-mills 
of  Dean  La  Monte  & Co.  Here  he  was  very 
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successful  until  the  mills  were  consumed  by  fire, 
thereby  in  a large  measure  destroying  his  busi- 
ness. In  August,  1874,  he  turned  his  attention 
to  the  insurance  and  real-estate  business,  and  it 
is  in  these  lines  that  he  is  now  most  widely 
known,  his  energy,  enterprise  and  ability  having 
won  for  him  enviable  prominence.  For  about 
ten  years  Mr.  Fairchild  was  secretary  of  the 
Bridgeport  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Association, 
and  is  now  its  president,  and  he  has  held  the  sec- 
retaryship of  the  Bridgeport  Board  of  Under- 
writers for  nearly  ten  years.  In  May,  1894,  he 
associated  himself  in  business  with  the  late  Will- 
iam C.  Mead  as  a partner,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Fairchild  & Mead,  which  is  still  continued  by 
the  surviving  partner.  In  1897  Mr.  Fairchild 
was  appointed,  as  a Democrat,  by  Mayor  Thomas 
P.  Taylor,  as  one  of  the  board  of  fire  commis- 
sioners of  Bridgeport.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  South  Congregational 
Church,  and  socially,  he  is  connected  with  the 
Sea  Side  Club  and  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

On  June  18,  1873,  Mr.  Fairchild  was  married 
to  Eliza  Mills  Tomlinson,  daughter  of  Gideon  M. 
Tomlinson,  of  Stratford,  and  the  marriage  has 
been  blessed  with  the  following  children  : Ralph 
Tomlinson;  born.  January  24,  1882,  and  Alfred 
Huntington,  born  May  26,  1886. 


B.  WATERBURY,  who  is  known  as  one  of 
the  most  progressive,  successful  agricultur- 
ists of  Greenwich  township,  Fairfield  county. 
Conn.,  was  born  September  27.  1834.  in  Pound 
Ridge  township,  Westchester  county,  N.  Y. , 
which  has  been  the  home  of  this  branch  of  the 
Waterbury  family  for  at  least  a century. 

Mr.  Waterbury  is  a great-grandson  of  Josiah 
Waterbury,  and  a grandson  of  Jared  Waterbury, 
•who  died  of  pneumonia  in  the  spring  of  1810, 
leaving  a widow  and  children,  of  whom  four 
grew  to  adult  age,  namely:  Samuel,  who  became 
a farmer,  died  in  Pound  Ridge;  Phineas,  a shoe- 
maker, died  in  New  Canaan,  Conn.;  Elmira 
(Mrs.  William  Haight)  died  in  Pound  -Ridge; 
Ebenezer  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  For 
her  second  husband  the  mother  married  Thomas 
Potts.  She  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
years,  dying  at  Pound  Ridge. 

Ebenezer  Waterbury  was  born  April  9,  1805, 
in  Pound  Ridge,  and  there  he  was  reared,  during 
his  boyhood  receiving  such  advantages  for  an 
education  as  the  primitive  schools  .of  that  day 
afforded.  His  brothers  learned  trades,  but  he 
began  to  assist  his  stepfather  on  the  farm  as  soon 
as  he  was  able  to  be  of  any  use.  and  he  continued 
to  follow  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life.  When 


a young  man  he  married  Caroline  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  City,  a daughter  of  Aaron 
and  Betsy  Smith,  and  they  commenced  boose- 
keeping  in  Pound  Ridge,  Mr.  Waterbury  buying 
the  farm  on  which  they  made  their  home,  bter 
he  removed  his  family  to  Long  Ridge,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  at  the 
good  old  age  of  seventy-nine.  He  was  small 
physically,  but  he  had  excellent  judgment  is 
farming  matters,  was  an  energetic,  determined 
worker,  by  his  own  exertions  l*came  the  owner 
of  a comfortable  property,  and  acquired  a com- 
petence for  his  declining  years.  Mrs.  Water- 
bury passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  yean 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  hr: 
Aaron  T.,  who  lives  in  Pound  Ridge  (he  is  an 
invalid);  George  P.  and  E.  B.,  farmers  of  Green- 
wich; Sarah  E..  widow  of  Isaac  Williams,  of 
Bedford,  N.  Y. ; William  S.,  of  Stamford,  Conn ; 
Jared  W. , a farmer  of  Greenwich;  a son  who 
died  in  infancy;  JohnO.,  of  Pound  Ridge; Charles 
P..  who  makes  his  home  in  Stamford  township, 
and  Caroline  E.,  who  married  Henry  Lockwood, 
and  lives  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Waterbury’s  religious  connections  were  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  they  were  highly 
esteemed  by  all  their  neighbors  and  friends,  who 
were  numerous  in  Long  Ridge  and  vicinity.  He 
was  originally  a Whig  in  political  sentiment,  in 
time  becoming  a member  of  the  Republican 
party,  but,  although  he  took  a patriotic  interest 
in  the  public  welfare,  he  consented  to  hold  office 
but  once,  in  his  later  years  steadfastly  refusing 
to  take  any  active  part  in  political  matters 
E.-B.  Waterbury  was  reared  tomanhoodoo 
the  parental  farm  at  Long  Ridge,  and  first  at- 
tended school  in  that  neighborhood,  finishing  his 
education  in  the  academy  at  Bedford,  N.  Y.  H* 
was  about  twenty-four  years  old  when  be  decider! 
to  start  out  on  his  own  account,  and  having  by 
industry  and  economy  managed  to  accumulate 
some  capital,  he  purchased  a $6,000  farm ® 
North  Castle,  Westchester  county.  He  had  to 
go  in  debt  for  three-quarters  of  this  amount,  ha1 
he  was  young  and  strong,  and  even  at  that  tin* 
had  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  wor 
of  cultivating  a farm,  so  he  set  bravely  aho“! 
paying  it  off,  turning  every  hour’s  work  to lC 
count.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  farm  *or 
he  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  lumber,  cutting 
considerable  from  his  own  property,  and  a 50 
carried  on  a coopering  business,  in  which  at  tin*5 
he  employed  from  sixteen  to  eighteen  men.  C°D' 
stant  labor  brought  its  reward,  and  before  many 
years  Mr.  Waterbury  found  himself  the  Po55esf' 
of  a fine  property.  He  made  his  home  on 
old  North  Castle  farm  until  1875,  when  he  bong 
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' and  moved  to  the  farm  where  he  has  ever  since 
' resided,  and  which  consists  of  ninety-nine  acres 
' ' z of  good  land  in  North  street,  Greenwich  town- 
' 1 ship.  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.  Later  he  disposed  of 
his  first  farm,  and  invested  in  another  in  Green- 
wich township,  which  he  still  owns.  Mr.  Water- 
bury’s  home  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  town,  and 
’ gives  ample  evidence  of  his  ability  as  an  agricult- 

• urist,  and  the  interest  and  pride  he  takes  in  its 

• cultivation  and  appearance.  He  is  not  slow  to 
adopt  new  methods  whenever  practicable,  and 

. has  an  enviable  reputation  among  the  neighboring 
farmers  for  good  management  and  skill  in  every- 
- thing  pertaining  to  the  successful  conducting  of  a 

• farm.  His  integrity  and  straightforwardness  in  all 
matters  have  gained  him  universal  respect,  and 

• he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  deservedly  prosper- 
, ous  men  of  this  section. 

On  March  30,  1869,  Mr.  Waterbury  was  uni- 
, ted  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lenwiila  Ferris,  who  was 
born  March  21,  1848,  in  Greenwich  township, 

. where  she  was  reared  and  educated.  She  is  one 
■of  the  three  daughters  of  Gilbert  and  Harriet 
fHoweth)  Ferris.  Five  children  have  blessed 
their  union:  Edith,  who  lives  at  home;  Grace, 

who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Everett  H., 
who  died  when  twelve  years  old;  and  Ellen  B. 
and  Frederic  G.,  living  at  home.  Mrs.  Water- 
bury is  a member  of  the  Stanwich  Congregational 
•Church.  Mr.  Waterbury  believes  in  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  is  non-par- 
tisan in  local  affairs,  and  takes  little  active  part 
in  public  matters. 


FREDERICK  S.  STERLING  is  a representa- 
_ live  of  the  fourth  generation  of  the  Sterling 
family  who  have  made  the  Chestnut  Hill  District, 
•town  of  Trumbull,  their  home.  The  house  in 
which  he  dwells  was  built  by  his  great-grand- 
father, Sylvanus  Sterling,  who  died  January  6, 
>781,  leaving  his  wife  Esther  (who  died  July  t6, 
181 1)  and  six  children:  Eunice,  Elijah,  Philip, 
Nathaniel,  Gurdon  and  Jesse. 

Elijah  Sterling  was  born  in  1766.  and  followed 
farming  as  his  occupation.  He  married  Anna 
Nichols,  and  their  children  were:  Nancy.  Elam, 
Sylvanus.  Betsey  Ann,  Starr,  Lucetta  and  Sher- 
wood. The  entire  family  were  members  of  the 
•Congregational  Church.  Elijah  Sterling  died 
June  16,  1844,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  in 
1767,  died  September  19,  1851. 

Elam  Sterling  was  born  on  the  old  home 
farm  in  1791,  and  the  days  of  his  youth  were 
passed  in  the  manner  usual  to  sons  of  farmers  in 
those  days.  For  fifteen  years  he  engaged  in  the 
•coasting  trade,  which  he  carried  on  between  Bos- 


ton and  New  York.  Later  in  life  he  returned 
home,  and  ended  his  days  in  the  management  of 
the  farm.  On  September  6,  1829,  he  married 
Susan  Hurd,  a daughter  of  Frederick  and  Hannah 
(Edwards)  Hurd,  and  three  children  graced  their 
union:  Frederick  S. ; Lucetta  and  Washington  I., 
the  two  last  named  being  now  deceased.  For 
several  years  Elam  Sterling  served  as  town  clerk, 
and  was  one  of  the  earnest  workers  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  died  July  22,  1861. 
His  wife,  who  was  born  December  6,  1801,  lived 
a long  life  of  great  usefulness;  her  bright  and 
cheerful  disposition  endeared  her  to  all  who  came 
within  her  circle  of  acquaintances,  but  there 
came  a day  in  1889,  when  her  sweet  smile  van- 
ished and  her  chair  was  empty,  for  she  was  no 
more. 

Frederick  S.  Sterling  was  born  October  12, 
1830,  and  he  enjoyed  such  educational  privileges 
as  the  customs  of  the  times  afforded.  The  first 
seventeen  years  of  his  life  he  spent  at  home,  and 
then  he  went  to  Bridgeport  to  learn  the  coach- 
making business,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of 
four  years.  In  1852  he  began  firing  for  the 
Housatonic  railroad,  and  after  nine  months  was 
promoted  to  engineer.  This  he  continued  for  a 
year,  and  then  spent  two  years  in  the  same 
capacity  for  the  New  York  Central,  running  be- 
tween Utica  and  Albany.  Since  1856  he  has 
found  contentment  in  the  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  old  home. 

In  1855.  Mr.  Sterling  was  married  to  Anna 
Mary  Duckels,  who  was  born  in  England,  March 
5,  1834,  and  was  brought  to  America  by  her 
parents  in  1836.  One  child  has  blessed  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife:  Anna  Lucetta, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Franklin  Sherman,  of  Long 
Hill.  Mr.  Sterling  casts  his  ballot  in  support  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  has  served  his  party 
as  selectman,  town  clerk  and  in  several  minor 
offices.  He  has  always  been  conscientious  in 
the  performance  of  whatever  duties  fell  to  his 
lot.  For  six  years  he  has  been  treasurer  of  the 
Grange. 


WILLIAM  O’BRIEN.  That  oft-repeated 

phrase  “the  dignity  of  labor  ” has  more 

than  a sentiment  at  meaning  with  this  well-known 
citizen  of  Greenwich,  who,  although  he  has 
gained  a handsome  competence  through  his  work, 
still  declines  to  spend  his  days  in  idleness. 

Mr.  O’Brien  was  bom  September  5,  1837, 
at  Limerick,  Ireland,  the  son  of  John  and 
Mary  O’Brien.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  an 
infant  of  two  years,  and  the  father,  who  was  a 
farm  laborer,  survived  her  but  eight  years.  Our 
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subject’s  only  sister,  Ellen,  died  in  childhood,  and 
thus  at  the  age  of  ten  years  he' was  left  without 
a near  relative.  As  his  father’s  labor  had  been 
the  sole  support  of  the  family,  the  little  lad  re- 
ceived no  inheritance,  and  would  have  fared 
badly  had  it  not  been  that  his  cleverness  attracted 
the  attention  and  sympathy  of  a wealthy  lady,  a 
Mrs.  Barrington,  who  employed  him  upon  her 
estates.  During  the  winter  the  family  resided  in 
Dublin,  but  the  summer  seasons  they  spent  at 
Barrington  Bridge,  where  our  subject  passed  the 
greater  portion  of  his  time  for  six  years.  His 
benefactress  was  a Protestant,  and  when  Mr. 
O'Brien  was  about  sixteen  years  old  she  endeav- 
ored to  persuade  him  to  renounce  the  Catholic 
faith,  in  which  he  had  been  reared.  He  refused, 
notwithstanding  some  tempting  offers  of  help  in 
business,  and  finally  after  much  discussion  his 
benefactress  paid  his  passage  to  the  United 
States  and  supplied  him  with  a small  fund  for  his 
support  while  obtaining  employment  here.  In 
July,  1854,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  ves- 
sel “ Constellation,"  and  after  a voyage  lasting 
six  weeks  and  three  days  he  landed  in  New  York. 
Through  the  help  of  friends  he  found  work  a few 
days  later  with  Silas  Husted,  of  Round  Hill, 
Conn.,  at  seven  dollars  per  month,  which  was 
considered  good  wages  for  one  of  his  experience. 
During  two  winters  he  attended  school  in  that 
section,  and  while  he  was  usually  employed  profit- 
ably By  different  persons  during  the  summer  he 
often  worked  in  the  dull  season  for  $3.00  per 
month,  and  sometimes  for  board  only. 

In  his  twenty-first  year  he  married  his  first 
wife,  Miss  Mary  Harrigan,  a native  of  Ireland, 
and  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Ellen  Harrigan,  and 
they  began  housekeeping  in  a small  rented  house 
at  Round  Hill.  Mr.  O’Brien  continued  to  work 
at  anything  that  would  bring  him  in  an  honest  dol- 
lar, and  by  close  economy  and  shrewd  manage- 
ment he  secured  a home  of  his  own  two  miles 
north  of  the  village  of  Greenwich.  Later,  as  his 
prosperity  increased,  he  decided  to  invest  in 
more  valuable  property,  and  in  1880  he  pur- 
chased his  present  attractive  homestead  in  Lake 
avenue,  Greenwich  village.  His  industry,  in- 
tegrity and  thrift  have  won  for  him  the  respect  of 
all  who  know  him,  and  he  has  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  his  success  has  been  honestly  and 
honorably  obtained.  He  owes  no  man  a cent, 
and  his  well-invested  earnings  bring  him  in  an 
ample  income.  During  the  summer  of  1897  he 
allowed  himself  a vacation,  the  first  that  he  has 
had  since  coming  to  America.  In  politics,  he  is 
a Democrat  so  lar  as  State  and  National  issues 
are  concerned,  but  in  local  affairs  he  votes 
independently. 


In  1875  Mr.  O’Brien’s  first  wife  passed  to  tin 
unseen  world,  and  later  he  married  Mrs.  Rosa 
(McDermott)  Foran,  widow  of  Michael  Forai. 
He  has  had  ten  children,  all  by  his  first  marriage, 
but  none  are  now  living  except  the  following: 
Catherine,  who  married  John  G.  Merritt,  ol 
Greenwich;  Ellen,  wife  of  Thomas  Johnson, ol 
Greenwich;  and  Margaret,  who  married  Thomas 
Driscoll,  of  Massachusetts.  The  family  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Catholic  Church,  at  Greenwich, 
Mr..  O'Brien  and  his  wife  both  being  active 
members. 


W;  BRAHAM  SLATER,  than  whom  there isno 

more  highly  respected  citizen  in  Greenwich 
township,  is  an  industrious,  thrifty,  successful 
farmer,  who,  through  his  own  efforts,  has  reached 
the  enviable  degree  of  prosperity  he  now  enjoys. 

Mr.  Slater  is  a native  of  New  York  State, 
born  July  1,  1832,  in  Rye  township,  Westchester 
county,  where  his  parents,  Abraham  and  Hannah 
(Newman)  Slater,  carried  on  farming.  Abraham 
was  reared  to  farm  life,  in  his  earlier  years  re- 
ceiving, when  he  could  be  spared  from  work, 
such  educational  advantages  as  the  neighboring 
schools  afforded.  At  that  day  the  public  schools 
had  none  of  the  modern  facilities  for  teaching 
•‘the  young  idea,”  and  the  instruction  was  far 
from  complete  even  in  the  elementary  branches; 
but  he  availed  himself  of  the  opportunities,  such 
as  they  were,  and  finished  his  literary  training 
with  a brief  attendance  at  a school  in  the  county 
conducted  by  Professor  Hollis,  in  Regent  Street 
When  seventeen  years  old  he  left  the  farm  fa 
New  York  City,  where  he  commenced  his 
prenticeship  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  receiving11 
first  the  meager  wages  of  $35  per  annum  and  hs 
board  in  the  family  of  Samuel  Adams,  his  em- 
ployer; but  he  was  fortunately  able  to  make  a 
little  extra  money  by  doing  odd  jobs,  and  mas- 
aged  to  support  himself  until  he  became  a fa- 
fledged  carpenter  and  able  to  command  mans 
wages.  He  was  economical  and  industrious,  an 
after  commencing  work  as  a journeyman  man- 
aged to  save  part  of  his  earnings,  which  final  y 
amounted  to  enough  to  start  him  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  From  that  time  his  success 
was  assured,  and  he  worked  steadily  on,  buy11? 
lots,  building  on  them  and  selling,  and  by  hot 
orable  dealing  and  satisfactory  work  gaining1  { 
good  will  of  employes,  patrons  and  all  with  w om 
he  came  in  contact.  Mr.  Slater  continued  to ive 

in  New  York  City  until  moving,  in  1874,  to 
wich  township,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where 
located  on  a farm  in  King  Street,  and  took  »P 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  1880  he  came  then 
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to  his  present  farm,  which  is  located  on  the  Post 
road,  a short  distance  west  of  Greenwich  village, 
and  he  carries  on  farming  with  the  same  results 
which  attended  his  work  at  his  trade.  Mr.  Sla- 
ter’s parents  were  well-to-do  people,  but  they 
nevertheless  provided  no  capita)  for  him  to  start 
out  in  life  with,  so  that  whatever  means  or  pros- 
' perity  he  can  now  lay  claim  to  have  been  won 
by  his  own  perseverance,  frugality  and  industry. 
During  his  long  residence  in  Greenwich  he  has 
< gained  the  respect  and  friendship  of  all  who  know 
him,  and  is  regarded  as  a man  whom  any  com- 
- munity  would  be  proud  to  claim. 

In  June,  1868,  Mr.  Slater  was  united  in  mar- 
• riage,  in  his  native  township,  with  Miss  Eva 
Schmaling,  who  was  born  there  March  1 1,  1845, 
- daughter  of  John  B.  and  Mary  J.  (Hopp)  Schmal- 
..  ing,  whose  farm  was  opposite  his  parents',  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Rye  township.  Five 
children  have  blessed  this  union,  namely  : Han- 

nah M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years; 
William  N.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
. ness  in  Harrison  township,  Westchester  Co.,  N. 
Y. ; Mary  G.  and  Abraham  H..  who  live  at  home; 
and  John  H.,  who  died  when  two  years  old. 
The  family  are  regular  attendants  at  the  Port 
Chester  Baptist  Church,  of  which  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Slater  are  both  prominent  members;  he  has  been 
especially  active  in  Church  affairs,  and  has  served 
as  trustee,  deacon  and  treasurer.  Politically, 
Mr.  Slater  is  a Democrat  in  sentiment,  support- 
ing his  party  stanchly  in  State  and  National 
issues,  but  in  local  affairs  he  votes  as  his  con- 
science dictates. 


STEPHEN  P.  HUBBARD  is  best  known  in 
Greenwich  township,  Fairfield  county,  as  the 
owner  and  occupant  of  the  ••  Josephus  Palmer 
farm.”  His  mercantile  interests  are  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  is  a member  of  the  firm  of 
S.  P.  Hubbard  & Son.  He  is  descended  on  both 
paternal  and  maternal  sides  from  families  old 
and  well  known  in  this  part  of  the  county,  being 
a son  of  Abraham  Hubbard  and  a grandson  of 
Henry  Hubbard. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  7,  1836,  on 
the  farm  which  was  also  the  birthplace  of  his  fa- 
ther and  grandfather,  the  date  of  the  latter’s 
birth  being  February  13,  1750.  Abraham  Hub- 
bard, the  father,  first  saw  the  light  February  J, 
1800,  and  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  on  the 
Hubbard  homestead  during  the  earlier  years  of 
t his  life.  In  1854  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
New  York  City,  where  he  embarked  in  the  feed 
business,  carrying  it  on  in  different  locations  for 
a number  of  years.  He  died  in  1885,  at  the  age 


of  eighty-five  years  and  twenty-nine  days.  For 
his  first  wife  Abraham  Hubbard  married  Amy 
Palmer,  who  was  born  on  the  farm  which  is  now 
the  home  of  Stephen  P.  Hubbard,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  Rachel  (Marshall)  Palmer,  and 
she  passed  away  in  1838,  leaving  two  children:' 
Ellen  F.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Reed  and 
lives  in  New  York  City;  and  Stephen  P.  The 
second  wife,  Mrs.  Lydia  (Lyons)  Hubbard,  died 
in  18  77. 

Stephen  P.  Hubbard  spent  his  early  life  in 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys,  receiving  a 
good  practical  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  when  a young  man  removed  with  Ihe  family 
to  New  York  City.  Here  he  commenced  clerking 
for  his  uncle,  Stephen  Palmer,  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness and  in  the  grocery  and  feed  business,  finally 
embarking  on  his  own  account  in  the  line  in  which 
he  has  since  continued — the  manufacture  of  fur- 
niture polish.  He  has  built  up  an  extensive 
trade  in  this  branch  of  industry,  and  the  firm  of 
S.  P.  Hubbard  & Son,  No.  550  Third  avenue, 
New  York  City,  do  a prosperous  and  profitable 
business.  In  May,  1895,  Mr.  Hubbard  returned 
to  Greenwich  to  reside,  having  inherited  the 
farm  from  his  uncle,  Josephus  Palmer,  and 
he  engages  in  agriculture  to  some  extent,  at  the 
same  time  continuing  to  devote  a large  share  of 
his  attention  to  his  manufacturing  interests  in 
New  York.  His  industrious  application  to  work 
and  business,  however,  have  not  impaired  his 
health  in  any  way,  and  he  is  unusually  well  pre- 
served and  active  for  one  of  his  years,  ‘ * Father 
Time  ” having  apparently  dealt  very  lightly  with 
him. 

In  May,  1867,  in  New  York  City,  Mr.  Hub- 
bard wedded  Margaret  A.  McFall,  who  was  born 
in  that  city,  daughter  of  Henry  McFall.  Their 
union  was  blessed  with  one  child,  Albert  S.,  now 
a resident  of  Belleville,  N.  J.  He  is  an  electrical 
and  mechanical  engineer  by  occupation,  and  has 
the  reputation  of  being  more  than  ordinarily 
skillful  in  his  line;  he  is  a member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  of  New 
York.  Stephen  P.  Hubbard  is  a Democrat  in 
his  political  sympathies,  but  he  takes  no  active 
part  whatever  in  political-affairs. 


1®  LONZO  D.  DAVIS,  the  prominent  man- 
JkL  ufacturer  of  ale  and  porter,  Bridgeport, 
comes  of  a long  line  of  ancestors  who  followed 
the  sea  as  an  occupation.  He  was  born  in  Suf- 
folk county,  N.  Y,  July  9,  1839,  a son  of  William 
and  Ann  (Smith)  Davis. 

James  Davis,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  probably  a native  of  Dutchess  county,  N. 
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Y.,  where  he  followed  farming  in  his  later  life. 
He  had  been  a sailor  in  his  earlier  days,  was  a 
shipowner,  and  was  familiarly  known  as  “Cap- 
tain Davis.”  He  married,  and  reared  a large 
family,  among  whom  were  five  boys  who  became 
seafaring  men. 

William  Davis,  the  father  of  Alonzo  Davis, 
was  born  in  Verbank,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y. , in 
1808.  He  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  his  native 
home,  attended  the  public  schools,  and  then  the 
adventurous  blood,  the  heritage  of  a long  line  of 
hardy  seafaring  ancestry,  was  made  manifest  by 
his  determination  to  go  to  sea,  which  he  accord- 
ingly did."  He  became  quite  a wealthy  ship- 
owner, owning  at  one  time  five  vessels  running 
from  New  York  to  theCarolinas.  He  was  noted 
for  his  great  physical  strength.  For  his  help- 
meet in  life  he  wedded  Miss  Ann  Smith,  a daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  James  Smith,  of  Greenport,  Long 
Island.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  in  Suffolk 
county,  N.  Y..  where  their  family  of  five  sons 
and  one  daughter  were  born,  to  wit:  Charles 

E.,  who  became  a sailor,  and  was  drowned  at 
sea;  George  M.,  who  is  a United  States  coast 
pilot,  and  lives  at  Camden.  N.  J.;  William  S.,  a 
carpenter,  now  deceased;  Alonzo  D.,  our  subject; 
Lewis  W.,  who  is  the  captain  of  an  Atlantic  sail 
ship  running  between  the  United  States  and  Eu- 
rope (all  Channel  ports);  and  Caroline,  who  mar- 
ried Daniel  L.  Robbins,  of  Bridgeport.  The  fa- 
ther of  this  family  died  in  1878;  the  mother  had 
long  preceded  him,  having  passed  away  in  May, 
1848.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch  adherent  of 
the  principles  promulgated  by  the  Republican 
party;  in  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  were  act- 
ive workers  and  loyal  supporters  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

Alonzo  D.  Davis,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  spent  the  first  twelve  years  of  his  life  in 
Suffolk  county,  N.  Y.,  and  attended  the  public 
schools,  which  in  those  days  furnished  a practical 
but  limited  education.  At  the  close  of  his  school 
life  he,  like  his  father  before  him,  chose  the  sea 
as  a profession,  and  entered  upon  his  career  on  a 
vessel  bound  for  New  Orleans.  From  there  he 
went  to  Cuba,  thence  to  Marseilles,  France, 
where  he  happened  to  be  at  the  time  of  the 
Crimean  war.  During  the  Civil  war  in  this 
country  he  was  second  mate  of  a steam  vessel 
running  south.  In  1867  he  abandoned  the  sea, 
and  in  the  following  year  came  to  Bridgeport, 
becoming  a carpenter  and  builder.  In  this  he 
has  been  very  successful,  and  the  “ Hurd  House  ” 
stands  as  a monument  to  his  work.  He  also 
built  the  Bridgeport  elevators  and  many  refrig- 
erators. He  continued  at  this  work  until  1895, 
when  he  opened  his  present  place  for  the  manu- 


facture of  ale  and  porter.  In  1861  he  mam'ed 
Miss  Ann  E.  L’Homme  Dieu,  a lady  of  French 
descent  and  a daughter  of  Ira  V Homme  Diet, 
of  Suffolk  county,  N.  Y.  Five  children  hwe 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis,  of  whom  tit 
following  is  the  record:  William  I.  operate  1 
cider  distillery  at  Long  Hill,  this  county;  Lew 
W.  is  in  the  brewery  at  Bridgeport;  Charles E 
is  also  in  his"  father’s  brewery;  Grace  E.  is  at 
home,  and  Jessie  A.  is  in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Surrounded  by  his  interesting  family,  Mr. 
Davis  finds  his  true  comfort  and  happiness  in  Is 
home.  In  his  political  relations  he  is  an  Inde- 
pendent, voting  for  the  men  and  measures  It 
thinks  best  calculated  to  increase  the  prosperity 
of  the  community,  and  he  has  no  desire  lor  tin 
honors  and  emoluments  of  public  office.  He 
is  very  public  spirited,  always  contributes  freely 
to  all  worthy  matters,  and  is  highly  esteemed  lor 
his  conscientious  performance  of  duty. 


WILLIAM  HICKEY,  a well-to-do  resident 
of  Bridgeport,  like  many  of  the  enter- 
prising, self-made  citizens  of  the  county,  isof 
Irish  blood,  the  home  of  his  ancestors  having 
been  in  County  Carlow,  Ireland.  Patrick  Hickey, 
our  subject’s  father,  was  born  and  reared  in  Coun- 
ty Carlow,  and  during  some  years  of  bis  early 
manhood  he  was  employed  as  a laborer  there 
In  1852  he  came  to  America,  locating  in  Milford. 
Conn.,  where  his  death  occurred  March  n, 
1 864.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  k 
and  his  wife  were  devout  members  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church.  He  was  married  in  Ireland  to  Mis 
Elizabeth  Bahane,  a native  of  County  Carlo*, 
who  survived  him  many  years,  passing  away ® 
1880.  Of  their  eleven  children  only  three  are 
now  living:  William,  our  subject;  Martin,  a 

partner  in  our  subject’s  business;  and  John,  > 
resident  of  San  Francisco,  California. 

Mr.  Hickey,  our  subject,  was  born  Sept*®’ 
ber  26,  1847,  at  the  old  home  in  County  Car- 

low,  Ireland,  and  was  about  four  years  old  when 

his  parents  removed  to  Milford.  In  1864,  at  the 
age  of  seventeen,  he  removed  to  Bridgeport, 
where  he  was  employed  for  some  time  in  the  fac- 
tory of  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Machine  Com- 
pany. In  1 869  he  engaged  in  business  in 
Bridgeport  as  a dealer  in  groceries  and  liquors, 
but  after  continuing  it  alone  for  more  than  t*®j 
ty  years  he  disposed  of  it  in  1890,  and  in  tbe  fat 
of  that  year  he  opened  his  present  saloon,  corner 
of  Water  street  and  Fairfield  avenue,  Bridgeport, 
in  partnership  with  his  brother.  He  has  al*!.v5 
taken  an  interest  in  political  questions,  and  be)5 
an  active  worker  in  the  local  Democratic  organ1 
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zation,  having  been  chairman  of  the  Democratic  tion  of  even  his  political  opponents.  In  his  re- 
committee of  the  Sixth  ward.  Bridgeport,  for  many  ligious  faith  he  adheres  to  the  tenets  of  the 

years.  For  eight  years  he  served  as  a member  of  Episcopal  Church. 

the  town  board  of  charities,  but  he  recently  re-  

signed.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with  several  ~ ~ 

- orders,  including  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  ip'kEORGE  STRANGWARD.  Among  the  most 
the  Foresters  of  America.  \Jf!  successful  of  the  foreign-born  citizens  of 

In  October,  1886,  Mr.  Hickey  married  Miss  Fairfield  county  is  the  subject  of  this  biogra- 
*'  Mary  Brannigan,  a native  of  Bridgeport.  phy,  who  is  now  a prominent  resident  of  Norot  on, 

He  is  descended  from  an  old  English  family,  the 

ancestral  home  of  the  Strangwards,  at  Shobden, 
Tj^DWIN  G.  TURNER,  one  of  the  leading  Re-  having  been  owned  and  occupied  by  his  people 

■ Eji  publicans  of  the  town  of  Brookfield,  was  for  several  generations.  His  parents,  Henry  and 

born  at  Jamestown,  N.  Y. , January  6,  1846,  a Susan  Price  Strangward,  were  lifelong  residents 
. son  of  George  J.  and  Jane  (Coe)  Turner.  of  England,  and  none  of  their  children  came  to 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  America  except  our  subject,  and  a brother, 
born  at  Laona,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y. , where  he  William,  who  met  a soldier's  death  during  our 
, - passed  his  school  days,  later  going  to  Jamestown  Civil  war. 

. where  he  learned  blacksmithing.  He  made  rapid  Mr.  Strangward,  our  subject,  was  born  and 
progress  at  his  trade,  and  soon  became  one  of  reared  in  England,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
the  experts  in  that  locality,  having  charge  of  six  came  to  the  United  States.  He  remained  in 
- fires,  finally  becoming  a wagon  and  carriage  New  York  City  for  some  time  after  his  arrival, 
r maker.  He  married  Jane  Coe,  of  Union  City,  but  in  1869  he  settled  at  Noroton,  Conn.,  where 
Penn.,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sally  Coe,  and  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  business  as  a con- 
died  in  1884,  followed  six  years  later  by  his  tractor.  He  also  owns  and  cultivates  a farm  in 
wife.  In  politics  George  J.  Turner  affiliated  that  vicinity,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  sub- 
with  the  Whigs,  and  later,  on  the  organization  of  stantial  business  men  of  the  locality.  In  1876 
the  Republican  party,  voted  that  ticket.  He  was  he  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Snape,  a native  of  Eng- 
a man  of  very  decided  views,  and  it  was  a difficult  land,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children: 
matter  to  produce  any  effect  on  his  ideas  by  way  Phoebe  Grace,  Mary  Ward  and  William  George, 
of  argument.  In  his  religious  views  he  adhered  The  family  is  prominent  socially,  and  Mr. 

to  the  faith  of  the  Adventists.  Strangward  and  his  wife  are  both  active  members 

Edwin  G.  Turner,  the  only  offspring  of  the  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  takes  much  inter- 
. ' above  mentioned  union,  passed  his  early  days  at  est  in  the  political  issues  of  the  day,  and  is  a 
his  home  in  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  and  then  attend-  firm  believer  in  the  principles  and  policy  of  the 
ed  school.  On  leaving  school  he.  too,  learned  Republican  party. 

the  blacksmith’s  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  

under  his  father.  In  1874  he  secured  employ- 
ment in  the  shop  of  Dick  Marill,  on  Orchard  iP'tHARLES  F.  JUDSON,  of  Stratford,  has 
street,  Danbury,  where  he  remained  for  one  year.  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Wheeler  & Wilson 

* He  then  moved  to  Brookfield,  Conn.,  where  for  Manufacturing  Company  for  more  than  a quarter 

eight  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  John  Barlow,  of  a century,  and  for  a number  of  years  has  held 

€ when  he  went  into  business  for  himself.  responsible  positions  of  forfeman,  having  the  over- 

At  Busti,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Turner  was  married  to  sight  of  their  extensive  plant  at  Bridgeport.  This 

Miss  Jennie  Sherman,  who  died  in  1871,  leaving  long  term  of  service  is  in  itself  a convincing  evi- 

one  child,  John,  now  at  Jamestown,  N.  Y.  For  dence  of  personal  worth  and  integrity,  but  as  a 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Turner  wedded  Miss  Ellen  citizen  Mr.  Judson  has  been  no  less  worthy  of 
. Sweeney,  and  by  her  has  become  the  father  of  commendation,  his  influence  being  always  cast 

two  children:  A.  Susie  and  Andrew  J.,  both  at  on  the  side  of  progress. 

home.  His  social  relations  are  with  St.  Peters  Mr.  Judson  was  born  January  12,  1846,  in 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  Fountain  Chapter,  both  Stratford,  where  his  father,  Curtis  Judson,  and 
at  New  Milford.  Politically,  he  has  played  a grandfather,  Ephraim  Judson,  were  lifelong  resi- 

prominent  part  in  the  organization  and  manage-  dents.  He  was  educated  in  that  town,  attending 

’ ment  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  served  the  public  schools,  also  a private  institution  and, 

t his  neighbors  as  constable.  As  an  official  he  has  later,  the  academy,  and  on  leaving  school  he  be- 

proved  himself  faithful  and  conscientious  in  the  came  a clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  L.  W.  Booth, 
performance  of  every  duty,  and  won  the  admira-  of  Bridgeport,  with  whom  he  remained  eight 
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years,  being  the  chief  prescription  clerk  for  some 
time.  He  then  spent  one  year  in  Chicago  as 
clerk  for  Beers  & Rockwell,  druggists,  and  on  his 
return  to  Stratford  in  1871  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Company.  He 
began  in  a subordinate  position,  but  his  ability 
and  skill  brought  him  speedy  promotion  until  he 
attained  his  present  post  of  foreman.  He  has 
been  active  in  local  affairs  and  in  the  Republican 
■organization,  and  his  interest  in  educational  mat- 
ters has  been  shown  by  two  years  of  service  on 
the  school  committee.  For  eight  years  he  has 
served  as  vestryman  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church 
at  Stratford,  in  which  he  previously  held  the  office 
of  clerk  for  some  time.  Socially,  he  is  connected 
with  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  being  a member  of 
St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  8,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Strat- 
ford. 

On  December  23,  1869,  Mr.  Judson  married 
Miss  Annie  Spall,  a native  of  New  York  City, 
whose  father,  Capt.  George  S.  Spall,  came  from 
London,  England,  in  early  manhood.  Two  sons 
were  born  of  this  marriage:  John  E.,  bookkeeper 
for  the  Bridgeport  Copper  Company,  married  to 
Miss  Florence  Curtis,  daughter  of  E.  O.  Curtis; 
and  Bernard  S . employed  as  a brass  caster  by 
Ihe  Bridgeport  Brass  Company. 


Theodosius  fowler  secor,  better 

known  in  business  circles  as  T.  F.  Secor. 
Among  the  men  whose  active  lives  have  been 
spent  in  wider  fields,  and  to.  whom  the  advan- 
tages of  Greenwich  as  a residence  place  have  suc- 
cessfully appealed,  when  the  tide  of  success  had 
warranted  and  approved  a measure  of  rest  and 
•enjoyment,  must  be  enrolled  the  name  of  T.  F. 
Secor.  He  is  a self-made  man,  and  the  field  of 
his  material  and  masterful  achievement  has  been 
one  which  is  now  commanding  the  supreme  at- 
tention of  the  nation — the  construction  of  a pow- 
erful merchant  marine.  In  the  years  before  the 
Civil  war,  when  American  commerce  flourished 
to  a degree  that  has  never  since  been  reached, 
and  when  opportunity  abounded  for  men  of  me- 
chanical genius  and  daring,  Mr.  Secor  rose  from 
the  bottom  of  the  ladder  of  influence  to  the  man- 
agement of  an  extensive  marine  engineering 
plant,  conspicuously  famed  for  the  merit  and 
worth  of  its  products.  He  was  associated  in 
business  with  Commodore  Cornelius  Vanderbilt, 
whose  start  in  founding  a princely  fortune  was 
gained  along  these  same  lines  of  vessel  construc- 
tion and  operation. 

Mr.  Secor  is  a native  of  East  Chester  town- 
ship, Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y. , a descendant  of 
one  of  the  early  French  Huguenot  families  who 


became  the  pioneer  and  almost  exclusive  settlen 
of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.  Two  brothers  of  this 
name  came  with  their  countrymen  to  New  Ro- 
chelle in  1666.  One  of  them  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Boston,  Mass.  The  other  founded,  it 
New  Rochelle,  a family  of  which  our  subject  is 
now  a worthy  representative.  The  latter  is  the 
son  of  Oliver  and  Jane  (Pease)  Secor.  The  fa- 
ther was  by  trade  a carpenter  and  millwright 
but  also  followed  the  vocation,  common  in  his  day, 
of  farming.  He  removed  to  New  York  City 
when  our  subject  was  a mere  lad,  and  there 
the  boy  attained  a fair  school  education.  He 
was  one  of  a large  family  of  children,  and  no* 
the  sole  survivor.  The  parents  were  of  limited 
means,  and  early  in  his  ••teens”  our  subject  be- 
gan to  earn  his  own  livelihood.  He  clerked  for 
a time  at  small  wages  in  a grocery  store,  and >t 
the  age  of  sixteen  began  the  trade  of  machinist 
in  making  steam  engines.  Five  years  be  spent in 
the  shops  of  James  P.  Allaire  on  Cherry  street, 
near  East  river,  New  York  City,  as  apprentice 
and  afterward  as  journeyman  mechanic.  He  was 
naturally  gifted  along  mechanical  lines,  and  had 
good  opportunity  for  the  development  of  his  tal- 
ent. for  the  James  P.  Allaire  plant  was  the  then 
pioneer  manufactory  of  its  kind  in  the  United 
States,  and  became  one  of  the  most  famous.  It 
manufactured  many  of  the  parts  used  in  thecon- 
struction  of  Robert  Fulton’s  first  steamboat,  the 
“ Clermont.” 

Mr.  Secor  showed  such  ability  even  while  an 
apprentice  that  he  was  given  the  supervision  of 
important  work  in  the  shop,  and  the  erection  of 
the  engines  in  the  steamboats  at  the  whari. 
Soon  after  he  was  of  age  he  was  sent  to  superin- 
tend the  erection  of  engines  in  Mobile,  Ala- 
Charleston.  S.  C.,  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  also  to 
the  Island  of  Cuba  with  engines  and  machinery 
for  large  sugar  estates.  This  gave  him  a latp 
and  varied  experience  and  an  acquaintance  with 
owners,  captains  and  engineers  of  steamboats. 

and  with  planters  and  manufacturers  which  he 

turned  to  good  advantage  when,  in  September, 
1836,  he  started  a small  shop  on  his  own  account 
in  Washington  street,  near  Morris  street, 
York  City.  The  first  work  done  by  him  was  re- 
pairs to  the  steamboat  "Water  Witch  81 
steamboat  "Cinderella,”  both  owned  by  Com- 
modore Vanderbilt,  who  afterward  became 50 
celebrated.  From  this  time  he  did  all  the 
work  of  building  new  engines  and  the  re 
pairs  to  all  the  vessels  built  by  Common* 
Vanderbilt  until  he  retired  from  steamships10 
embark  in  railroads.  For  two  years  be  sucttS- 
fully  conducted  the  small  shop,  and  then,  in  • 
formed  a partnership  with  Charles  Morgan  (*b° 
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in  his  day  was  one  of  the  largest  steamship  own-  each  with  cylinders  one  hundred  inches  in  diam- 
ers  in  the  United  States),  and  William  H.  Calk-  eter  and  four-foot  stroke.  Mr.  Vanderbilt  retired 
ins,  under  the  firm  name  of  T.  F.  Secor  & Co.,  from  the  company  in  1862,  and  Mr.  Secor  con- 
and  erected  large  shops  at  the  foot  of  Ninth  tinued  the  business  until  1868,  when  the  destruc- 
street,  East  River,  New  York.  Among  the  first  ! tion  of  our  merchant  marine  vessels  by  the  action 
engines  the  firm  built  were  those  for  the  ocean  1 of  the  Rebel  privateers  Alabama  and  others, 
steamer  ••Savannah”  for  the  Charleston  trade,  j compelling  their  transfer  to  foreign  flags,  so  de- 
and steamboats,  the  "Troy  ” and  the  “ Empire,” 
of  the  Troy  line,  the  " Hendrick  Hudson,  ” of  the 
Albany  line,  the  •‘Columbia,”  of  the  Hudson  line, 
and  the  " Thomas  Powell”  of  the  Newburgh  line.  1 ness  pursuits,  and  has  not  since  actively  engaged 
These  were  all  crack  boats  in  their  day  develop-  1 therein. 

ing  great  speed,  and  it  is  a fact  worthy  of  notice.  On  April  13,  1829,  Mr.  Secor  was  married  to 
that  even  at  the  present  time  but  few  faster  Miss  Mary  E.  Curtis,  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  who 
boats  have  been  built.  They  prosecuted  the  died  December  to,  1869.  All  their  children  are 
business  with  such  success,  that  in  1846,  finding  now  deceased  except  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Miller, 
the  factory  too  small,  the  entire  block  bounded  1 wife  of  Ephraim  Miller,  of  Stamford.  Mrs.  Ma- 
by  Ninth  and  Tenth  streets,  Avenue  D and  J ry  E.  (Curtis)  Secor  was  a daughter  of  Jabez 
East  River,  was  purchased,  also  a half  block  on  1 and  Sarah  (Buritt)  Curtis,  the  former  of  whom 
the  south  side  of  Ninth  street  from  Avenue  D to  ! was  a shoe  manufacturer,  at  which  time  all  shoes 
East  River.  The  firm  employed  a large  force  of  1 were  made  by  hand,  and  he  used  to  supply  shoes 
men,  and  among  the  many  engines  built,  were  | to  the  Southern  trade.  Mr.  Secqr's  present  wife, 
those  for  the  steamboat  "C.  Vanderbilt,"  now  j whom  he  married  November  1 8,  1875,  was  Miss 
a towboat  on  the  North  river,  the  steamboat  j Sarah  M.  Husted,  daughter  of  Augustus  W.  Hus- 
"New  World,"  steamship  "United  States”  ! ted,  a representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
(the  first  steamber  built  in  this  country  to  cross  j in  Greenwich.  Her  ancestors  were  of  Revolu- 
the  Atlantic  ocean  since  the  ••  Savannah."  which  ! tionary  stock.  Mr.  Secor  located  in  Greenwich, 
crossed  in  1819),  and  the  steamships  "Crescent 
City"  and  "Empire  City,”  also  the  United 
States  mail  steamships  "Georgia  ” and  "Ohio." 

The  latter  plied  between  New  York  and  Isthmus 
of  Panama  points,  during  the  early  days  of  the 
rush  to  the  California  gold  fields,  frequently  In  politics,  Mr.  Secor  has  affiliated  with  the 
carrying  three  thousand  passengers  per  trip.  Democratic  party,  usually.  He  is,  however, 

In  1850  Mr.  Secor  retired  from  the  firm  of  T.  non-partisan  in  views  and  in  no  sense  a politician. 
F.  Secor  & Co.,  and  immediately,  in  connection  His  character  is  steadfast  and  irreproachable, 
with  Commodore  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  bought  the  In  manner  he  is  gentle  and  approachable;  he  is 
"Allaire  Works,"  a corporation  each  having  an  generous  to  the  deserving,  but  discerning  in  his 
equal  amount  of  the  capital  stock,  and  continued  1 charities.  Although  he  has  lived  an  active  and 
the  building  of  steam  engines  more  extensively  busy  life,  he  has  never  over-taxed  nor  abused  his 
than  before.  Mr.  Secor  was  now  at  the  head  of  splendid  abilities.  He  is  remarkably  well-pre- 
the  large  concern,  which  he  had  years  before  en-  served,  physically  and  mentally,  and  exhibits  the 
tered  as  a poor  apprentice.  They  built  all  the  same  keen  judgment  and  intellectual  poise  which 
engines  for  Vanderbilt's  vessels  as  well  as  for  characterized  his  days  of  extensive  business  cares 
the  steamers  "Baltic.”  "Pacific,"  "Illinois,”  j and  responsibilities.  He  was  master  of  his  trade, 
"Panama,"  "Isaac  Newton."  "Bay  State,”  j and  in  the  mastery  of  his  business  he  has  devel- 
"Empire  City,”  the  "Drew"  (built  in  1866  for  j oped  the  sterling  character  which  is  now  the 
the  Peoples  line  and  still  in  the  North  river  1 subject  of  deep  respect  and  esteem  among  his 
trade),  and  many  others.  In  1853  they  built  the  j friends  and  acquaintances,  the  medium  for  a 
great  Cornish  engines  for  the  Cleveland  (Ohio)  ; mellow  and  genial  afternoon  of  life,  which  is  the 
Water  Works,  and  which  machines  are  yet  doing  full  fruition  of  its  earlier  promise. 

the  best  of  work  after  forty-five  years’  service;  its  

career  is  without  an  equal  in  America.  They  ' 

also  built  the  engine  for  the  New  Orleans  Water  IK  GUR  S.  BEACH,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Works.  Many  engines  were  also  built  for  the  [ jML  Trumbull,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  was  born 
Government.  • A propeller  engine  was  built  for  j August  3,  1850,  on  the  farm  where  he  now  re- 
the  iron-clad  ••  Puritan,"  and  had  two  engines,  ! sides,  a son  of  Reuben  Wells  Beach.  In  looking 


He  bought  the  A.  W.  Husted  homestead,  which 
he  has  since  improved  in  many  ways;  he  now 
has  one  of  the  most  pleasant  homes  in  Green- 
wich as  well  as  a valuable  estate  in  connection 
therewith. 


pressed  the  ship-building  industry  that  he  retired 
from  the  business.  After  the  affairsof  the  company 
were  settled  up,  Mr.  Secor  withdrew  from  busi- 
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over  the  pages  of  history  of  Fairfield  county,  we 
find  no  name  of  more  frequent  occurrence  than 
that  of  Beach.  For  several  generations  the 
members  of  the  family  have  held  high  places  in 
the  estimation  of  the  community  in  which  they 
live. 

Agur  S.  Beach  received  his  literary  training 
in  the  public  schools  of  Trumbull,  later  attending 
the  Business  College  of  Bridgeport.  His  entire 
life  has  been  passed  on  the  home  farm,  where  he 
is  now  engaged  in  the  dairy  business.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a large  amount  of  real  estate  in  and 
around  Bridgeport,  which  is  kept  in  a highly  im- 
proved condition,  which  adds  much  to  its  constant- 
ly increasing  value. 

Mr.  Beach  married  Juliette  R.,  the  accom- 
plished daughter  of  John  Olmstead.  Their  home 
is  a delightful  one,  and  the  genial  host  and  gra- 
cious mistress  make  it  a favorite  gathering  place 
for  both  young  and  old.  Mr.  Beach  is  a member 
of  the  Grange  in  Trumbull. 

Reuben  Wells  Beach,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  December  12,  1821,  in  the  Dan- 
iels Farms  District,  in  Trumbull,  and  there  he 
obtained  his  education.  In  1850  he  purchased 
the  present  home  of  our  subject,  and  there  he 
remained  the  rest  of  his  life  actively  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  his  religious  belief  he 
coincided  with  the  doctrines  promulgated  by  the 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  was  an  ear- 
nest member  for  many  years  before  his  death.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
married  November  29,  1848,  being  Miss  Sarah 
Sherwood,  a daughter  of  Amos  Sherwood,  a rep- 
resentative of  a prominent  family  of  Easton,  this 
county.  She  was  born  February  18,  1832,  and 
died  January  15,  1862.  Four  children  came  of 
this  union:  Agur  S. ; Franklin  W.,  born  October 
1,  1852,  died  January  18,  1862;  Flora,  born  Feb- 
ruary 3.  1856,  married  Henry  Seeley,  a farmer 
of  North  Bridgeport;  and  Elma,  born  July  3, 
1859,  wife  of  Eli  S.  Godfrey,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  these  Mr.  Beach 
was  married.  March  29,  1866,  to  Miss  Laura  A. 
Peet,  and  of  this  marriage  there  is  one  child: 
Essie,  born  November  20,1871,  who  married  Ed- 
win M.  Curtis,  of  Bridgeport,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren— Merritt  B.  and  Edith  S.  In  politics  Mr. 
Beach  was  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  took  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  work  of  his  party,  but  had  no  de- 
sire to  hold  office.  He  died  May  2,  1874,  leav- 
ing a host  of  warm  friends  to  mourn  his  depart- 
ure from  their  midst. 

Mrs.  Laura  A.  (Peet)  Beach  was  born  Au- 
gust 20,  1828,  a daughter  of  Elijah  Peet,  Jr. 
Elijah  Peet,  Sr.,  her  grandfather,  was  a native 
of  Bridgeport,  where  he  was  extensively  engaged 


in  farming.  He  married  Anna  Seeley,  and  in 
their  family  was  Elijah,  Jr.,  who  also  followed 
farming.  He  married  Lacena  Stratton,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  Laura  A.  (Mrs.  Beach); 
Harriet  L. , deceased  wife  of  L.  B.  Sherman; and 
Jane  E. , wife  of  Elihu  Taylor,  of  Stepney,  Conn. 
Mrs.  Laura  (Peet)  Beach  is  now  living  in  Bridge 
port,  and  in  her  kindly  way  is  letting  the  sun- 
shine of  her  noble  life  fall  on  all  who  come  her 
way. 

The  happiest  heart  that  ever  beat 
Was  in  some  quiet  breast 
That  found  the  common  daylight  sweet, 
And  left  to  Heaven  the  rest. 


JfOHN  HADDEN,  formerly  proprietor  of  the 
i “ Preston  House  ” at  Norwalk,  is  an  enter- 
prising business  man,  and  has  shown  great 
skill  in  the  management  of  his  extensive  property 
interests  in  that  town. 

The  Hadden  family  is  of  English  origin,  and 
the  late  James  Hadden,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Preston,  England,  July  20,  1850.  Dur- 
ing his  boyhood  he  learned  the  mason's  trade, 
and  became  familiar  with  the  shipping  business 
whileiworking  in  a woolen-mill.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  came  to  America,  and  for  some 
time  remained  at  Holyoke,  Mass.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade.  In  1868  he  came  to  Norwalk, 
and  soon  afterward  secured  employment  in  the 
Winnipauk  mills,  but  later  he  gave  up  that  work 
and  turned  his  attention  to  the  mason’s  trade 
Finally  he  became  interested  in  the  liquor  busi- 
ness, and  in%  1 874  he  opened  a saloon  and  dining- 
room, which  he  conducted  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  July  13,  1 894,  when  he  had  reached  the 
comparatively  early  age  of  forty-fouf  years.  Be 
was  a self-made  man,  a hard  worker,  and  he 
gained  a handsome  competence  by  strict  atten- 
tion to  business  and  a careful  investment  oi  to 
income.  Socially,  he  was  identified  with  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  Church,  while  as  a citito 
he  took  great  interest  in  all  questions  of  public 
improvement.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  High- 
land. a native  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  who  died 
January  13,  1 897.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest 

of  their  four  children,  the  others  being  j*551'' 
who  died  in  March,  1886,  at  the  age 
years;  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  the  same  month  a 
the  age  of  two  years;  and  Isabella. 

Mr.  Hadden,  our  subject,  was  born  in  *or’ 
walk.  Conn.  , April  14,  1875,  and  has  always 
made  his  home  there.  At  the  time  of  his  father5 
death  he  was  attending  Professor  Wilsons  Pi*- 
paratory  School,  but  he  was  obliged  to  discon- 
tinue his  studies  in  order  to  take  charge  0!  t e 
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estate.  He  owns  a valuable  piece  of  business  tory  school  at  New  Haven,  but  as  his  father’s 
property  opposite  the  post  office,’ and  some  time  health  failed  about  that  time  he  had  to  give  up 
since  he  enlarged  the  business  left  him  by  his  his  plans  and  return  home.  On  January  I,  i860, 
father,  opening  a first-class  hotel  with  accommo-  he  married  Mrs.  Jane  (Sherman)  Tyrel,  who  was 
dations  for  thirty  guests.  In  June,  1899,  how-  born  in  1822,  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
ever,  he  gave  up  the  hotel,  but  has  continued  the  Eunice  (Fayerweather)  Sherman,  of  Redding, 
saloon  business.  Conn.  She  is  still  living'  at  the  old  Captain 

On  January  6,  1897,  Mr.  Hadden  was  mar-  Eli  Taylor  homestead  in  Bethel,  where  Mr.  An- 
ried  to  Miss  May  C.  Brennan,  who  was  born  in  drews  located  soon  after  his  marriage,  during  the 
. Bridgeport,  this  county,  the  daughter  of  Edward  remainder  of  his  life  engaging  in  agricultural 
Brennan.  work.  He  was  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and 

for  many  years  served  as  chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Town  Committee,  also  taking  an  active 

EDGAR  TAYLOR  ANDREWS,  a resident  of  part  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  St.  Thomas 

Bethel,  Fairfield  county,  holds  a prominent  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  held  office  at  va- 

place  among  the  progressive  and  public-spirited  rious  times  as  vestryman  and  treasurer.  Fra- 
men  who  have  built  up  that  thriving  little  town,  ternally,  he  belonged  to  Eureka  Lodge  No.  83, 
and  his  energy  and  enterprise  are  worthy  of  emu-  F.  & A.  M.  He  died  December  1,  1884,  leaving 
lation.  three  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest. 

The  Andrews  family  has  been  identified  with  (2)  Jennie,  born  January  15,  1865,  was  married 
this  locality  from  an  early  period,  our  subject’s  September  2,  1891,  to  Alfred  Belknap,  of  Jack- 
’ great-grandfather,  John  Andrews,  having  been  a sonville,  Fla.,  who  died  in  August.  1892,  leaving 
resident  of  Bethel.  This  noted  pioneer  died  Sep-  no  children;  she  now  resides  in  Bethel.  (3) 
tember  21.  1825;  at  the  age  of  seventy-four,  and  John  Lyman,  born  December  16,  1866,  is  a phy- 
his  wife,  Eunice  (Seeley),  died  March  31,  1835,  sician  in  New  York  City;  on  June  29,  1892,  he 
at  the  same  age.  They  had  five  children:  Julia  married  Miss  Sophie  L.  Townsend,  a native  of 

Stow,  Anson  S.,  Mary  Smith,  Seth  and  John  Ly-  Maryland,  who  is  the  daughter  of  Colonel  Fiske 
man.  and  Fannie  (Loockerman)  Townsend,  and  they 

Col.  John  Lyman  Andrews,  our  subject’s  have  two  children — Sophie  Townsend,  born  Sep- 
grandfather,  was  born  in  1787  in  the  town  of  tember  24,  1893,  and  Eleonore  Jane,  born  De- 
Danbury.  and  for  many  years  was  engaged  in  cember  10.  1895. 

farming  in  the  town  of  Bethel.  He  died  April  Edgar  T.  Andrews  first  saw  the  light  May  30, 
12.  1867,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  and  his  wife,  1862,  at  the  old  Captain  Eli  Taylor  homestead, 
Sophia  (Taylor),  a daughter  of  Capt.  Eli  Taylor,  where  his  boyhood  was  spent,  and  after  taking 
died  November  26,  1845,  at  the  age  of  fifty-  the  course  offered  in  the  local  schools  he  at- 
three;  she  was  born  in  1792.  Of  their  ten  chil-  tended  Newtown  Academy  and  Sagendorf’s  pri- 
dren,  the  eldest,  Samuel  T.,  born  May  20,  1815,  vate  school  in  Danbury.  For  some  time  he  car- 
married  Clarissa  Bill,  and  died  August  30.  1898;  ried  on  the  milk  business,  but  in  1887  he  became 
Harriet  T.,  born  May  23,  1817,  married  Zalmon  interested  in  real  estate  and  contracting  and 
Bulkeley,  and  died  January  2,  1853;  Horatio,  building,  in  which  he  has  engaged  extensively, 
bom  December  3,  1818,  died  August  19,  1888;  Mr.  Andrews  at  one  time  owned  all  the  property 
Anson  S.,  born  June  4,  1820,  is  residing  in  abutting  on  Andrews  street  and  Highland  avenue, 
Bethel;  Julia  M.,  born  June  6,  1822,  married  much  of  which  is  now  covered  with  attractive 
William  Clarke,  and  died  July  5,  1891  ; Mary  1 and  well-kept  homes,  and  he  was  the  only  man 
Ann,  born  December  23,  1823,  died  February  who  had  the  courage  to  build  a house  in  Bethel 
21,  1827;  Eliza  Jane,  born  May  20,  1825,  mar-  in  1897.  In  any  feasible  project  for  the  im- 

ried  Calvin  Bulkeley.  brother  of  Zalmon,  and  is  provement  of  the  town  he  has  always  been  a 

deceased;  Hannah  T.,  born  February  6,  1827.  1 ready  and  active  helper,  and  he  was  instrumental 
married  Zalmon  Bulkeley,  and  died  January  12,  in  securing  the  electric  railroad  extension  for 
1863;  Eli  T.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Bethel.  He  constructed  the  sewers  in  his  end  of 
Frederick,  born  February  23,  1836,  died  Decern-  the  town,  and  at  present  he  is  at  the  head  of  the 
ber  26,  1893.  Elm  Street  Sewer  Company.  In  politics  he  has 

The  late  Eli  Taylor  Andrews,  father  of  our  j always  been  a Prohibitionist,  and  in  religious 
subject,  was  born  in  Bethel  December  29,  1830,  faith  he  is  a Methodist,  being  a member  of  the 
and  was  reared  there  upon  a farm.  He  attended  M.  E.  Church  at  Bethel. 

the  district  schools  for  some  years,  and  then,  de-  , On  August  17,  1881,  Mr.  Andrews  was  mar- 

siring  a collegiate  education,  entered  a prepara-  | ried  to  Miss  Jennie  L.  Todd,  daughter  of  Seth 
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and  Deborah  (Burr)  Todd,  of  Redding,  and  four 
children  have  blessed  the  union:  John  Todd, 
born  May  24,  1882;  Laura  Taylor,  May  17, 
1889;  Alfred  Edgar,  April  16,  1894,  and  Wilbur 
Horatio,  June  23,  1897. 


EvBENEZER  W.  KEELER.  As  a member  of 

'/  an  old  and  honored  Connecticut  family  of 

Puritan,  descent,  this  energetic  and  enterprising 
citizen  of  Ridgefield,  Fairfield  county,  is  entitled 
to  prominent  place  in  the  pages  of  this  volume. 

Matthew  Keeler,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  lived  on  what  is  known  as  the  Whipstick 
District,  where  he  was  the  owner  of  a large  farm, 
consisting  of  some  500  or  600  acres,  as  shown  in 
the  Church  and  other  records,  and  was  a leading 
man  in  the  community.  Of  his  children,  Matthew 
was  the  grandfather  of  William  Keeler;  Jonah 
will  be  spoken  of  presently;  and  Sarah  married 
a Mr.  Smith. 

Jonah  Keeler  inherited  a portion  of  his 
father’s  large  estate,  and  passed  his  entire  life 
thereon.  He  also  was  a very  prominent  man  in 
his  day,  and  a consistent  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  which  afterward  became  a Con- 
gregational Church.  By  his  wife  Rebecca  (Ray- 
mond) he  had  nine  sons,  a brief  record  of  whom 
is  as  follows:  (1)  Raymond  married  Cynthia 

Osborne,  and  moved  to  Chautauqua  county,  N. 
Y.  (2)  Smith  married  Hannah  Benedict,  a sis-  ! 
ter  of  Andrew  Benedict,  a jeweler  of  New  York 
City,  and  also  a sister  of  Lewis  Benedict,  whose 
■daughter  married  a son  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher; 
Smith  Keeler  was  a merchant  up  to  the  time  he 
was  of  middle  age,  when  he  went  to  Jamestown, 
Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.  (3)  Burr  married  Mary 
Nash,  of  Norwalk,  and  lived  in  Ridgefield  until 
of  middle  age,  and  then  removed  to  North  Fair- 
field,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio.  (4)  Rufus  married 
(first)  a lady  from  Black  Rock,  and  (second)  Ann 
Eliza  Flowler,  of  New  York;  he  lived  in  Ridge- 
field, was  a hatter  by  trade,  and  kept  a hat  store 
in  Savannah  and  New  York  City.  (5)  Charles 
married  (first)  Henrietta  Olmstead,  of  Norwalk, 


and  (second)  Sarah  Betts,  of  Ridgefield;  he  re- 
sided in  Norwalk  for  many  years,  passing  his  la- 
ter years  on  the  homestead.  (6)  George  A. 
married  Clorinda  , and  lived  in  Chau- 

tauqua, N.  Y.  (7)  William  lived  for  many  years 
in  Ridgefield,  and  then  removed  to  Catherine, 
N.  Y.  (8)  Zalmon  was  a merchant  in  James- 
town, Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y. ; he  married 
Johanna  Crosby.  (9)  David  C.  They  were  all 
bright  men,  successful  in  business,  and  much  re- 
spected. 

David  C.  Keeler,  the  youngest  in  the  above 


remarkable  family  of  sons,  was  born  in  July, 
1811,  and  inherited  a portion  of  his  father's  es- 
tate, followed  farming,  in  connection  conduct- 
ing a nursery  business  for  some  years.  He  has 
always  been  prominent  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  a devout  member  therein;  in  politic; 
first  a Whig,  later  a Republican,  he  served  as  a 
selectman  of  his  town.  He  marcied  Hannah 
Wood,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Margaret E , 
who  married  Matthew  Betts,  a civil  engineer  in 
the  department  of  Public  Works,  New  York  City; 
and  one  son,  Ebenezer  W. , our  subject.  The 
parents  of  this  family  are  still  living,  the  father 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six,  the  mother  being  eighty- 
lour  years  old. 

Ebenezer  W.  Keeler,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  born  October  7,  1841,  in  Ridge- 
field, Fairfield  county,  and  received  a liberal  ed- 
ucation in  part  at  the  district  schools  of  the 
village,  in  part  at  Rev.  Mr.  Short's  select  school 
in  Ridgefield,  in  addition  to  which  he  has  been  a 
great  reader,  and  a man  of  close  observation 
For  some  years  he  has  followed  farming,  and 
learning  surveying,  has  beet  much  identified  with 
that  profession  in  his  locality,  doing  all  the  land 
surveying.  He.  has  also  done  considerable  in 
contracting,  making  a specialty  of  laying  out  and 
fitting  up  fine  summer  places,  such  as  Olcotts, 
Dutton’s,  etc.,  employing  usually  from  twenty  to 
thirty  hands. 

In  1889  Mr.  Keeler  was  married  to  Emma] 
Paddock,  daughter  of  Archibald  Y.  Paddock, and 
one  son,  Harold,  born  April  19,  1896,  brightens 
their  home.  - Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keeler  are  active 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

A Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Keeler  was 
elected  the  first  selectman  of  the  town,  and  in 
1865  served  in  the  State  Legislature,  being » 
the  time  the  youngest  member  in  the  House.  In 
local  as  in  other  matters  no  man  takes  deeper 
interest  or  is  more  public-spirited  than  Ebentio 
W.  Keeler. 


WILLIAM  SHERWOOD  GEDDEh, 
a well-known  resident  of  the  town  of  Sher- 
man, Fairfield  county,  has  been  identified  for  some 
years  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  his  loca- 
ity,  and  also  carries  on  an  extensive  trade  as« 
butcher,  his  wagon  making  regular  trips  throng 
out  the  region.  His  business  sagacity  has  won 
for  him  the  respect  of  his  associates,  and  «• 
though  he  does  not  take  a very  active  part  n> 
local  affairs  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  asacitirw 
John  Geddes,  our  subject’s  paternal  grand  a 
ther,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  wbcre  ( 
passed  his  life,  becoming  interested  in  business 
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there  He  married  a Miss  Taylor,  and  they  had 
three  children:  John,  Jr.,  James  H.  and  Mary. 

James  H.  Geddes,  father  of  W.  S.  Geddes,  was 
also  a native  of  Philadelphia,  and  after  receiving 
a common- school  education  in  that  city  he  was 
apprenticed  by  his  father  to  Hiram  Barton,  a bell  | 
manufacturer  of  East  Hampton,  Conn.  Alter  i 
learning  the  trade  he  continued  to  work  for  Mr. 
Barton  for  some  time,  and  finally  married  Phi- 
lora  Barton,  his  employer's  daughter.  Mr.  Bar- 
ton made  the  young  couple  a present  of  a farm, 
and  there  Mr.  Geddes  carried  on  agricultural 
work  for  a number  of  years,  devoting  his  nights 
to  his  trade  of  bell  making.  Later  he  conducted  i 
a hotel  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  also 
took  a prominent  part  in  political  affairs,  serving 
for  some  time  as  sheriff  of  the  county.  He  and 
• his  wile  reared  a large  family:  (i)  Leroy  is  a 

civil  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States 
Government,  and  is  now  stationed  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. ; he  married  Miss  Antoinette  Bennett. 
(2)  Julia  married  Richard  Clow,  and  in  1842  or 
’43  went  with  him  to  California,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  gold  mining  and  became  wealthy;  both 
are  now  deceased,  and  their  children — Rich- 
ard, Dora,  Mary,  Julia  and  Rene — reside  in 
Nevada.  (3)  Valentine  E.  went  to  Caliiornia  in 
1845,  and  engaged  in  mining;  he  married  Miss 
Mary  Friedenburg  and  had  four  children.  (4) 
Irving  W.  is  the  owner  of  a quarry  at  Sawkill, 
N.  Y.,  and  has  been  for  some  years  engaged  in 
taking  out  flag  stones;  he  married  Miss  Annie 
Burhance.  (5)  Mary  A.  married  George  Bovee. 
(6)  Clark  H.  who  is  a farmer  near  Kingston,  N. 
Y., married  Miss  Sarah  Brink,  and  has  one  child, 
Alice.  (7)  Cassius  M.  became  a farmer,  and  for 
nine  years  has  had  charge  of  ex-Governor  Morton’s 
estate  at  Rhinebeck,  N.  Y.  (8)  Sarah  C.  married 
William  Decker,  of  Kerhonkson,  N.  Y.  (9)  Fan- 
nie married  a Mr.  James,  a merchant  of  Rondout, 
N.  Y.,  who  died  leaving  one  child,  Mazie.  (to) 
William  S.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below’. 

Hiram  Barton,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mr.  Geddes,  was  born  and  educated  in  Scotland, 
where  he  became  familiar  with  the  process  of 
manufacturing  bells.  After  following  his  trade 
for  a number  of  years  in  his  native  land  he  came 
to  the  United  States  and  located  at  East  Hamp- 
ton, this  State,  continuing  his  business  there. 
According  to  the  old  method,  bells  were  made  in 
two  pieces  and  then  put  together,  but  Mr.  Bar- 
ton, who  had  much  inventive  genius,  devised  a 
number  of  improvements,  one  of  which  was  the 
making  of  sleigh  bells  in  one  piece. 

W.  S.  Geddes  was  born  June  25,  1855,  at 
Cairo,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y. , where  he  acquired  a 
practical  education  in  the  common  schools.  On 


completing  his  course  of  study  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  farming,  and  for  nine  years  he  had  the 
oversight  of  Thomas  Wheeler's  farm  at  South 
Dover,  N.  Y.  He  then  removed  to  Fairfield 
county.  Conn.,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Sher- 
man, w’here  he  has  ever  since  resided,  his  butch- 
ering business  occupying  his  time  profitably.  Al- 
though he  is  the  only  Republican  in  his  family,  he 
is  a firm  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  party, 
and  his  indifference  to  official  honors  has  never 
affected  his  zeal.  He  is  a member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Sherman,  and,  fraternally,  he 
belongs  to  New  Milford  Lodge  No.  21,  F.  & A.  M. 


PATRICK  T.  MONGON,  the  oldest  grocer  in 
__  the  village  of  Greenwich,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  is  a credit  to  the  community  where  he 
has  made  his  home  since  early  manhood,  and  to 
the  country  of  his  nativity,  the  “ Land  of  Erin.’' 
A self-made  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word, 
with  none  of  the  arrogance  which  so  frequently 
accompanies  hard-earned  success,  he  is  an  exam- 
ple which  no  young  man  could  go  amiss  in  taking, 
but  which  many  might  find  difficult  to  follow. 

Mr.  Mongon  was  born  March  15,  1842.  in 
Galway.  Ireland,  and  was  the  only  one  in  a fam- 
ily of  four  children — two  sons  and  two  daughters 
— who  grew  to  adult  age.  He  was  reared  in  his 
native  place,  and  there  received  an  excellent 
common-school  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
(his  parents  having  died,  and  his  prospects  in 
Ireland  being  none  too  brilliant),  he  took  the 
savings  laid  by  out  of  his  own  earnings,  and  with 
them  a good  supply  of  clothing,  came  to  the 
United  States,  making  the  voyage  from  Liverpool 
to  New  York  in  seven  weeks.  On  landing  he 
had  only  $35  in  cash,  so  he  lost  no  time  in  com- 
mencing work,  at  first  acting  for  a time  as  book- 
keeper for  a cousin.  Later  he  found  employ- 
ment with  his  maternal  uncle,  in  which  capacity 
he  proved  himself  steady  and  trustworthy,  so  he 
had  little  difficulty  in  finding  employment,  though 
he  had  no  regular  occupation  up  to  the  time  of 
his  marriage,  which  occurred  when  he  was  twen- 
ty-six years  of  age.  He  then  took  the  grocery 
and  liquor  business  of  his  father-in-law,  in  Green- 
wich, which  he  has  followed  successfully  ever 
since,  adding  to  the  size  of  his  quarters  as  in- 
creasing business  demanded  until  he  now  has 
a commodious  business  room.  Mr.  Mongon  has 
devoted  himself  assiduously  to  his  business,  and 
if  'he  has  gained  prosperity  beyond  the  average 
with  his  opportunites  it  is  a recognized  fact  that 
he  is  deserving  of  it,  and  his  popularity  in  and 
around  Greenwich  is  sufficient  evidence  that  he 
has  the  good  wishes  of  all.  He  owns  nine  dwell- 
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ings  in  Greenwich  and  Port  Chester,  Westches- 
ter Co.,  N.  Y. , besides  his  business  room,  and 
he  has  found  time  to  devote  to  the  advancement 
and  improvement  of  the  village,  especially  the 
■west  end,  where  he  resides,  showing  himself 
progressive,  public-spirited  and  generous  in  that 
and  many  other  ways.  Among  his  friends  he  is 
looked  upon  as  a true  hearted  and  sympathetic 
man,  and  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  in  all 
circles — business,  political  and  social. 

Mr.  Mongon  was  married  in  Greenwich,  No- 
vember i,*i868,  to  Miss  Delia  Daly,  a native  of 
Ireland,  who  came  to  America  with  her  parents, 
John  and  Anne  Daly,  when  a small  child.  She 
was  brought  up  in  Greenwich,  attended  its  public 
schools,  and  was  well-known,  beloved  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  her  as  a most  estimable 
young  lady.  The  esteem  and  popularity  which 
she  enjoyed  in  her  youth  grew  as  she  advanced  in 
years,  and  her  taking  away,  on  February  18, 
”1888.  was  regarded  by  the  people  as  a public 
affliction,  and  occasioned  deep  regret  among  the 
wide  circle  of  her  friends  and  acquaintances.  A 
few  days  later  she  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Catholic 
cemetery  of  Greenwich,  on  which  day,  as  a mark 
of  unusual  respect,  all  the  business  houses,  etc., 
were  closed,  something  which  had  never  before 
been  done  on  a like  occasion  in  Greenwich. 
•*<  Let  her  own  works  praise  her,”  is  probably  the 
best  eulogy  of  such  a shining  example  of  womanly 
goodness  and  kindness.  She  was  the  mother  of 
nine  children,  of  whom,  the  eldest,  Thomas  F., 
•died  when  three  and  one-half  years  old;  Loretta 
A.  is  the  wife  of  David  C.  Broderick,  of  Glen- 
ville;  Annie  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  Burke,  of 
•Greenwich;  John  F.  is  a clerk  in  the  Greenwich 
post  office;  Robert  E.  is  employed  in  his  father’s 
store;  Mary  L.  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  one  half 
years;  and  Walter  H.,  Fred  V.  and  George  M. 
are  at  home.  The  sons  are  steady  and  reliable 
young  men,  and  the  entire  family  bid  fair  to  fol- 
low in  the  footsteps  of  their  worthy  parents. 
They  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  of 
which  Mr.  Mongon  has  served  twenty  years  as 
trustee.  In  political  faith  he  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, influential  and  untiring  in  his  work  for  the 
party  in  this  region. 


S\TEPHEN  C.  OSBORNE.  One  of  the  most 
notable  features  of  modern  American  life  is 
the  rapid  development  of  the  business  man  of 
large  affairs.  With  a back  ground  of  sterling  an- 
cestry, brimming,  it  is  true,  with  latent  capabil- 
ity, but  without  experience  in  wide  business 
affairs,  it  has  needed  only  the  occasion  or  the 
opportunity  to  convert  a young  American  into  a 


merchant  or  manufacturer  of  influence  and  pos- 
tion. One  of  the  successes  in  this  line  has  been 
signalized  in  the  career  of  Stephen  C.  Osborne, 
a prominent  manufacturer  of  No.  651  State 
street,  Bridgeport,  Conn.  He  is  yet  a young 
man,  but  has  won  his  way  quietly  from  an  hon- 
ored heritage  of  agricultural  pursuits  to  a proud 
position  in  an  important  manufacturing  center. 

Mr.  Osborne’s  paternal  ancestry  is  of  English 
extraction,  which  has  been  grounded  in  the  wool 
of  American  life  from  an  early  date.  His  great- 
grandfather, Oliver  Osborne,  was  one  of  the 
largest  landholders  in  New  Milford,  Litchfield 
Co.,  Conn.  His  grandfather,  John  Osborne, fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  in  the  same  locality 
His  father,  Stephen  Osborne,  was  born  in  New 
Milford,  May  6,  1826,  and  followed  in  his  earlier 
life  the  occupation  of  his  ancestors.  Later,  be- 
added  carpentering  and  building  to  farming,  and 
became  in  time  an  extensive  contractor.  Stephen 
Osborne  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Cruise,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  John  Cruise,  an  Irish  nobleman,  and 
granddaughter  of  Sir  Edward  Cruise,  of  Cruise- 
land,  now  one  of  the  wealthy  estates  of  Ireland. 
Lord  Athenray,  of  the  English  House  of  Lords, 
is  a cousin  of  Mrs.  Osborne.  To  Stephen  and 
Mary  Elizabeth  Osborne  were  bom  six  children 
— five  sons  and  one  daughter— all  living,  as  fol- 
lows: Stephen  C.,  Daniel  J.,  Henry  S.,  David 
Francis,  John  Cruise  and  Lillian  C.  The  father 
died  May  16,  1890,  aged  sixty-four  years.  His 
widow  survived  him  until  November  21,  1895- 

Stephen  Cruise  Osborne,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  the  eldest  childof  his  father's  family 
was  born  in  New  Milford,  September  19,  1% 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town,  completing  the  course  of  instruction 
at  a very  early  age.  He  at  once  entered  met- 
cantile  life  as  a young  clerk  in  a grocery  store, 
and  later  was  in  a clothing  store  at  New  Milford 
Then  in  1 880,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  he 
sought  a wider  field  and  removed  to  Bridge- 
port. There  for  two  years  and  a hall  he  was 
employed  by  A.  W.  Wallace,  grocer,  and  by  the 
Village  Store  Company,  having  charge  of  a store 
for  the  latter.  He  returned  to  New  Milford'11 
1884  to  accept  a position  as  general  agent  for  W 
B.  Bostwick,  of  Bostwick  Brothers,  button  manu- 
facturers, and  with  him  a little  later  again  too" 
up  his  residence  in  Bridgeport,  becoming  assist- 
ant superintendent  and  shipping  clerk.  That 
position  he  retained  for  three  and  one-hall  years- 
or  until  July,  1887,  when  the  factory  was  so 
to  Wilison  Knight  & Co.,  and  with  the  newnf111 
he  remained  until  January  1,  1888. 

Mr.  Osborne  was  now  twenty-five  years  of  age- 
experienced  in  commercial  affairs.  The  question 
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of  entering  business  for  himself  he  seriously  con- 
sidered, and  made  the  resolution  to  devote  his 
energies  and  capabilities,  whatever  they  were, 
in  some  line  which  he  could  himself  control.  He 
began  bv  opening  an  office  for  rent  collecting, 
insurance  and  real  estate  at  his  present  location, 
No.  651  State  street,  Bridgeport,  and  has  fol- 
lowed it  ever  since.  He  branched  out  a little  in 
1 889,  and  started  a shoe  store.  The  same  year  he 
purchased  what  is  now  known  as  the  West  End 
Livery  Stable,  retaining  possession  of  the  former 
six  months  and  of  the  latter  two  and  one-half 
years.  Becoming  impressed  in  the  fall  of  1890 
with  the  idea  that  there  was  a market  for  cheap 
plated  silverware,  he  established  with  Smith  P. 
Glover,  of  Newtown,  and  William  H.  Ohara,  of 
Bridgeport,  the  firm  of  S.  C.  Osborne  & Co. 
They  started  a jobbing  business  in  silverware. 
The  two  remaining  partners,  in  July,  1892,  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  Mr.  Glover.  Trade  flour- 
ished, and  goods  could  not  be  procured  to  fill 
orders.  To  supply  the  demand,  a plant  employ- 
ing one  hundred  hands  was  erected  by  the  firm 
in  Wallingford,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  in  the 
spring  of  1894.  This  was  disposed  of  later  when 
an  advantageous  offer  was  made,  the  firm  agree- 
ing to  take  most  of  the  output.  The  firm,  S. 
C.  Osborne  & Co.,  was  dissolved  January  3,  1896, 
and  since  then  Mr.  Osborne  has  been  sole  owner 
of  the  business.  In  September,  1895,  the  New 
England  Silver  Plate  Company  was  organized 
under  the  laws  of  Connecticut  for  the  purpose  of 
jobbing  silverware,  with  principal  offices  at 
Bridgeport.  Mr.  Osborne  is  president  and  treas- 
urer. In  business  he  has  been  very  successful, 
and  his  prosperous  career  is  all  the  more  notable 
because  of  the  comparative  youth  at  which  it 
was  realized. 

Nor  has  Mr.  Osborne  confined  his  talents  ex- 
clusively to  business.  In  April.  1892,  he  was  ap- 
pointed, by  Mayor  Merigold,  a member  of  the 
board  of  assessors  for  a two-year  term,  re-ap- 
pointed in  1894  by  Mayor  Bostwick.  and  again 
by  Mayor  Clark.  On  this  board  Mr.  Osborne 
effected  a substantial  reform  in  the  methods  of 
taxation,  by  insisting  upon  and  securing  a more 
just  and  uniform  method  of  assessments.  In 
1893  he  was  elected  president  of  the  board,  and 
successively  re-elected  each  year  thereafter  dur- 
ing his  term  of  office,  and  by  his  devotion  to  the 
public  work  to  which  he  has  been  assigned  he 
has  become  one  of  the  potent  and  positive  forces 
of  the  city  he  makes  his  home.  He  is  justly  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  ablest  of  the  younger  Demo- 
cratic leaders  in  the  State.  His  advice  is  fre- 
quently sought  by  men  prominent  in  political  af- 
fairs, and  his  success  as  an  organizer  has  been  so 


repeatedly  and  successfully  demonstrated  that  it 
has  come  to  be  regarded  in  the  councils  of  the 
local  Democratic  party,  that  without  Mr.  Osborne 
at  the  helm  much  that  is  desirable  is  unobtain- 
able. Prior  to  the  recent  municipal  campaign  he 
was  besieged  by  representative  Democrats  to  allow 
his  name  to  go  before  the  convention  for  the  nom- 
ination for  mayor,  but  his  rapidly-growing  busi- 
ness interests  influenced  him  in  opposing  the  de- 
sire of  his  friends.  His  decision  is  all  the  more 
regrettable  because  it  lost  to  the  municipality  a 
mayor  who,  besides  being  a man  of  the  highest 
probity,  would  have  given  the  city  a business 
man’s  administration  the  like  of  which  it  never 
had  belore.  Mr.  Osborne  belongs  not  to  that  class 
of  politicians  that  are  in  politics  simply  and  solely 
because  there  is  something  in  it  for  them.  His 
time,  and  it  has  proven  to  be  very  valuable  in  the 
past,  has  always  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
his  party  gratis.  Being  a man  of  independent 
means,  courageous  and  loyal  to  whatever  he  pro- 
fesses, he  has  won  the  respect  of  those  who  dif- 
fer with  him  on  the  tenets  of  political  economy. 
Mr.  Osborne  is  destined,  unless  he  himself  should 
decree  it  otherwise,  to  shine  in  the  local  political 
firmament. 

Mr.  Osborne  was  married  in  1891  to  Miss 
Edna  L.  Bissell,  daughter  of  George  S.  Bissell, 
of  Bridgeport,  and  their  family  consists  of  three 
children:  Margerie,  and  Stephen  Roy  and  George 
Robert,  twins.  Socially,  our  subject  belongs  to 
the  Sea  Side  Club  and  Algonquin  Club,  and  fra- 
ternally, to  Pequonnock  Lodge  No.  4,  I.  O.  O.  F. 


JlfrOHN  RADY,  whose  place  in  the  mechanical 
]■  world  of  the  town  of  Redding  is  but  the 
debt  the  world  owes  to  inventive  genius,  was 
born  in  that  town  in  1853,  of  Irish  descent. 

John  Rady,  Sr. , his  father, was  born  in  Ireland, 
whence  he  came  to  this  country  at  an  early  day. 
The  common  schools  of  “ old  Erin  ” afforded  him 
his  education.  He  left  school  when  quite  young, 
and  not  having  been  trained  to  any  trade  has 
found  work  of  varied  descriptions  in  the  different 
concerns  near  his  home.  He  married  Miss 
Catharine  Walsh,  in  Ireland,  and  their  children 
were:  Michael;  Mary,  who  died  in  Ireland;  Pat- 

rick, who  died  at  sea;  Frank,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; John,  our  subject;  James;  Mary  (2),  who 
died  young;  and  Ellen,  who  married  Charles 
Witherstrom. 

John  Rady,  our  subject,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  at  Redding,  and  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years  began  to  work  for  Gilbert  & 
Bennett  Company  also  learned  his  trade  of 
them,  and  is  now  an  expert  in  his  line.  His 
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interest  in  his  work  absorbs  all  his  time,  and  he 
has  invented  some  improved  machinery  that  has 
revolutionized  the  business. 

He  has  been  in  Chicago,  where  he  superin- 
tended the  setting  up  of  the  machines  and 
watched  the  test.  From  the  time  his  appren- 
ticeship was  ended  he  has  continued  his  connec- 
tion with  Gilbert  & Bennett  Company,  which  in 
itself  speaks  well  lor  his  expert  workmanship, 
and  his  regard  for  his  employers’  interests.  As 
an  evidence  that  he  is  well  thought  of  outside 
of  the  circles  that  know  him  best  as  an  experi- 
enced mechanic,  we  may  mention  that  at  the 
time  of  the  strike  in  Georgetown  he -was  appointed 
one  of  the  deputy  sheriffs. 

Mr.  Rady  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Shay, 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Gannon)  Shay, 
the  former  of  whom,  a prosperous  farmer  of  the 
town  of  Monroe,  was  born  in  Ireland,  in  1836, 
and  early  came  to  America.  Thehome  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rady  has  been  blessed  with  ten  children, 
whose  names,  with  dates  of  births,  are  as  follows: 
Agnes,  June  30, 1879;  William  (deceased).  May  12, 
1880;  James  M.,  May  16,  1 88 1 ; Edward  T.  (de- 
ceased), September  19,  1883;  Mary  E.,  December 
23, 1884;  Elizabeth,  October  30,  1887;  Edward  T. 
(2),  July  24,  1889;  Ellen  G.,  December  24. 
1891;  Katie,  July  jo.  1893;  and  Ethel  I. , Novem- 
ber 1,  1896.  Mrs.  Ellen  (Shay)  Rady  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Monroe,  Fairfield  county,  and  ac- 
quired her  education  in  the  public  schools.  Her 
people  were  loyal,  patriotic  citizens,  and  her 
mother's  brother,  John  Gannon,  fought  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  in  the  days  of  the  Re- 
bellion, sacrificing  an  arm  on  the  altar  of  the 
country,  and  now  is  pensioned  by  the  govern- 
ment. 

Our  subject  and  wife  are  devout  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  are  educating 
their  children  in  that  faith.  Highly  respected 
and  genial,  they  occupy  a prominent  social  posi- 
tion. 


if**\EORGE  A.  KINNER,  one  of  Danbury’s 
representative  citizens,  commands  the  re- 
spect of  the  community  as  a substantial  and 
prosperous  business  man.  and  a gallant  soldier  of 
the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  served  when  a mere 
youth. 

The  name  suggests  Scottish  descent,  but  at  a 
very  early  period  our  subject’s  ancestors  settled 
in  western  New  York  and  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  David  L.  Kinner,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State  May 
19,  1817.  was  robbed  and  murdered,  in  1850,  and 
left  a widow  and  two  sons.  Mrs.  Kinner,  whose 


maiden  name  was  Anna  Abbott,  was  bora  in 
Danbury,  August  8,  1821,  and  died  October;, 

1 88 1 . Our  subject’s  brother,  David  Augustas 
Kinner,  who  is  four  years  older  than  be,  is  not 
a resident  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  has  lor 
years  been  in  the  employ  of  the  New  York  & New 
Haven  Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  Kinner  was  born  May  21,  1 849,  at  Peno 
Yan,  N.  Y.,  and  was  but  one  year  old  when  bis 
father  met  his  death.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Danbury,  but  his  ardent  patriot- 
ism did  not  permit  him  to  complete  the  course, 
as  he  left  school  in  1864,  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
to  enlist  as  a recruit  in  Company  B,  17th  Conn. 
V.  I.,  for  three  years  or  during  the  war.  He 
remained  with  the  regiment  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  most  of  the  time  being  passed  in  Florida, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Jacksonville  and  St.  Augustine. 
After  returning  to  Danbury,  he  was  employed  by 
his  uncle,  Amos  Stone,  with  whom  he  stayed 
I several  years,  leaving  then  to  start  in  business  in 
I Bethel,  Conn.,  in  which  he  was  engaged  until 

1882.  when  he  formed  a partnership  with  W.  8. 
Curtis  and  George  A.  Porter,  both  of  Bethel,  fa 
the  purpose  of  manufacturing  hat  wires  from 
round  steel  wire,  Mr.  Curtis  being  the  inventor ol 
both  the  wire  and  the  machine  lor  making  same. 
Mr.  Porter  disposing  of  his  interest  to  Mr.  Cur- 
tis in  1885,  the  business  was  continued  success- 
fully by  the  remaining  partners  until  1892,  when 
Mr.  Curtis,  wishing  to  engage  in  other  enter- 
prises; sold  his  interest'  to  Mr.  Kinner,  who  has 
since  that  time  been  sole  owner  of  all  patentsand 
machinery  connected  with  the  business,  lu ad- 
dition to  this  business  he  is  also  the  proprietor  of 
the  City  Hall  Pharmacy,  now  conducted  by  his 
son,  and  the  “New'England  House,"  a well- 
known  hostelry,  at  New  Milford. 

As  might  be  supposed  Mr.  Kinner  is  too  much 
occupied  with  his  extensive  and  varied  business 
enterprises  to  give  much  attention  to  practical 
politics,  but  his  influence  and  his  vote  are  always 
given  to  the  Republican  party.  He  was  brought 
up  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  is  an  active 
member  of  Putnam  Lodge  No.  36,  K.  ofP-.*j 
Bethel,  also  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  HeJ“ 
his  family  are  prominent  in  social  circles.  H{ 
has  a charming  home  in  Bethel,  the  three-®* 
ride  to  his  business  in  Danbury  being  easily  made 
on  the  electric  railway  or  behind  some  of  h6 
celebrated  horses.  He  is  a good  judge  of  a horse, 
and  ever  since  he  could  afford  to  gratify  his t*51* 
in  this  respect  his  stable  has  not  been  witbou 
several  fine  specimens. 

On  December  28,  1870,  Mr.  Kinner  mam 
Miss  Sarah  C.  Kinner,  whose  father,  Hudw” 
Kinner,  had  a stand  in  the  New  York  City  mar  * 
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for  many  years  prior  to  his  death.  His  wife, 
Melinda  Lusk,  was  connected  with  a prominent 
Orange  county  (N.  Y.)  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kinner  have  one  son.  Herbert,  now  a promising 
young  business  man  of  Danbury. 


r^EORGE  W.  TAYLOR.  Descended  from 
Revolutionary  stock,  George  W.  Taylor 
stands  to-day  a representative  citizen  of  the 
county  where  his  family  have  lived  for  genera- 
tions. He  was  born  in  Newtown.  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  April  18.  1 841 , a son  of  Charles  and  Mary 
Ann  (Tomlinson)  Taylor. 

Charles  Taylor,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Newtown,  a son  of  Levi  Taylor  and  the 
grandson  of  Joshua  Taylor,  the  latter  of  whom 
was  a soldier  in  the  Continental  army.  Charles 
learned  the  hatter's  trade,  and  followed  it  until 
his  early  death  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years. 
He  married  Mary  Ann  Tomlinson,  a daughter  of 
Timothy  Tomlinson,  of  Woodbury,  Litchfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  to  them  were  born  five  chil- 
dren: Ambrose,  a resident  of  Bridgeport.  Conn. ; 

Mary  F.,  deceased  wife  of  Frank  Cross,  of  New 
Jersey;  George  W.,  our  subject;  William,  who 
was  drowned  at  the  age  of  eleven;  and  Andrew, 
deceased.  Mr.  Taylor  died  in  1848.  followed 
three  years  later  by  his  wife.  Timothy  Tomlin- 
son. the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a farmer  of  Litchfield  county,  and  was  of 
English  extraction.  His  wife  was,  in  her  maiden- 
hood, Miss  Nancy  Hibbard,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  four  children:  Mary  Ann  (Mrs. 

Taylor);  Julia  (Mrs.  Farnam  Peck);  Horace,  of 
Bethel,  Conn. ; and  Nelson,  who  went  west,  and 
nothing  has  ever  been  heard  of  him  since. 

George  W.  Taylor  enjoyed  the  same  privi- 
leges, in  the  way  of  school  and  work,  that  fall  to 
the  lot  of  the  average  farmer's  son,  though  his 
educational  training  did  extend  over  a little  longer 
period  than  was  usually  allotted  to  boys  at  that 
time.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  to  learn 
the  hatter’s  trade,  and  worked  at  same  steadily 
for  six  years.  He  then  began  to  deal  in  leaf 
tobacco,  and  ever  since  has  been  more  or  less 
extensively  engaged  in  the  tobacco  business. 

In  t866,  Mr.  Taylor  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Dibble,  of  Bethel,  a daughter  of  Samuel 
Dibble.  For  about  fifteen  years  after  his  mar- 
riage he  and  his  young  wife  lived  at  Bethel,  later 
removing  to  Danbury.  They  have  become  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Addie  B.,  Martha, 

Bertha  and  Sarah,  all  at  home  except  Addie  B., 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Lee  Hallock,  of  Danbury. 

Mr.  Taylor  has  been  exceedingly  prosperous 
in  his  various  enterprises,  and  has  become  one  of 

48 


the  largest  real-estate  holders  in  Danbury.  He 
is  the  owner  of  about  fifteen  houses  which  he 
rents,  also  two  hat  factories.  It  is  in  his  polit- 
ical relations  that  Mr.  Taylor  is  best  known. 
His  active  work  in  behalf  of  the  Democratic 
party  continually  kept  him  before  the  public,  but 
in  1892  he  became  convinced  that  his  views  more 
nearly  coincided  with  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican platform,  and  accordingly  he  has  since  cast 
his  ballot  in  the  interest  of  the  ,,G.  O.  P. ” He 
has  served  the  public  in  various  official  positions; 
during  his  residence  in  Bethel  he  was  justice  of 
the  peace;  in  1891  was  alderman  of  the  Third 
ward  in  Danbury,  when  he  served  on  the  com- 
mittee on  streets;  he  was  then  elected  councilman 
from  the  same  ward  by  the  Republicans  in  1895. 
In  1896  he  resigned  the  office  of  alderman  to  be- 
come superintendent  of  public  works.  That  his 
services  have  given  satisfaction  to  the  people  as 
well  as  to  the  patty  he  has  served,  is  proven  by 
the  fact  that  he  has  been  chosen  to  represent 
both  parties  with  which  he  has  identified  him- 
self. His  political  life  has  been  free  from  blemish, 
and  he  holds  the  highest  esteem  and  good  will  of 
those  whom  he  represents.  He  is  a representa- 
tive, self-made  man,  and  has  only  himself  to 
thank  for  the  position  he  now  holds.  His  family 
was  an  old  one,  but  bequeathed  him  naught  save 
an  untarnished  name.  Socially,  he  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 


WILLIAM  KRUER.  foreman  of  the  spinning 

and  turning  departments  of  the  Derby 

Silver  Plate  Company  at  Derby,  is  a prominent 
resident  at  Shelton  village,  where  he  owns  an  at- 
tractive home.  He  has  been  connected  with  the 
company  for  about  twenty  years,  and  his  long 
term  of  service  is  in  itself  a convincing  evidence 
of  ability  and  worth. 

The  Kruer  family  originated  in  Germany.and 
August  Kruer,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  the  Province  of  Hanover.  In  early 
manhood  he  practiced  law  in  the  Fatherland,  and 
in  1847  he  came  to  America,  locating  first  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  continued  his  profes- 
sional work  for  some  time.  Later  he  engaged  in 
editorial  work  at  Madison,  Wis.,  and  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1862, 
he  was  editor  of  the  Anzeiger  Dcs  Western,  a 
well-known  German  paper  of  St.  Louis.  He  took 
keen  interest  in  all  that  affected  the  welfare  of 
his  adopted  country,  and  on  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  he  gave  it  hearty  support. 
He  took  a prominent  and  active  part  in  support 
of  the  Union  during  the  early  days  of  the  Civil 
war,  making  many  loyal  speeches  to  his  German 
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•countrymen,  exhorting  them  to  stand  by  the  of  work  which  tend  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
Union,  and  it  may  be  said  that  it  was  men  like  the  community. 

August  Kruer  who  helped  so  well  to  save  the  Mr.  Hoyt  was  born  in  New  York  City  Octo- 

State  of  Missouri  for  the  Union.  He  also  wrote  ber  30,  1844,  but  his  family  has  been  identified 
a book  entitled  “The  Insurrection  in  Missouri,"  with  this  county  for  many  years,  his  grandfather, 

in  the  German  language,  which  gives  a clear  ac-  Elihu  Hoyt,  having  probably  been  a native  of 

count  of  the  early  days  of  the  war  in  that  State,  j Stamford.  Charles  E.  Hoyt,  our  subject's  fa- 
He  was  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  to  ther,.was  born  in  Stamford,  and  although  his 

which  his  wife  also  belonged.  Shortly  before  early  manhood  was  spent  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  in 

coming  to  America  he  married  Miss  Georgenia  connection  with  a rolling-mill,  he  returned  to  his 

Bode,  daughter  of  William  Bode,  and  she  sur-  native  place  to  pass  his  declining  years,  and  for 

vived  him  many  years,  passing  away  in  1894.  a half  century  has  resided  on  a farm  in  that  local- 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  four  sons  who  lived  ity.  Notwithstanding  his  advanced  age  he  takes 

to  maturity,  the  others  being  : Mazzini,  who  has  1 an  interest  in  the  questions  of  the  day,  and  is  a 

•charge  of  the  glove  department  of  William  Baar  strong  supporter  ot  the  principles  of  the  Kepub- 
.&  Co.,  merchants  in  St.  Louis;  Andrew,  adrafts-  lican  party.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
iman  and  engraver  in  St.  Louis:  and  Arthur,  a Hannah  Slawson,  was  born  at  Pound  Ridge, 

traveling  salesman  for  Schultz  & Co.,  a St.  Louis  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  was  residing  in 

house.  Stamford  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.  She 

William  Kruer  was  born  January  3,  1856,  at  i died  in  1890.  deeply  mourned  by  a large circleof 
Madison,  Wis..  and  was  about  two  years  old  friends.  Throughout  her  life  she  was  an  earnest 
-when  his  parents  removed  to  St.  Louis,  where  Christian,  and  she  and  her  husband  both  united 
he  obtained  his  education.  On  leaving  school  many  years  ago  with  the  Methodist  Church, 
he  learned  the  art  of  turning  and  spinning  with  They  had  seven  children,  two  of  whomwhodied 
Pelton  Brothers,  of  St.  Louis,  remaining  with  in  infancy.  Of  the  others,  Ellen  T.  married 
them  four  years.  He  then  spent  two  years  with  Simon  Ingersoll,  the  famous  inventor,  who  died 
the  Meriden  Silver  Plate  Company,  at  Meriden,  in  1894;  Charles  W.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned 
Conn.,  also  two  years  with  the  Wilcox  Silver  more  fully  below;  Anna  A.  married  James  J 
Plate  Company,  of  Meriden,  and  in  1878  he  en-  Scofield,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Sco- 
tered  the  employ  of  the  Derby  Silver  Company,  field  & Hoyt;  George  W..  a resident  of  New 
•with  which  he  has  since  been  connected.  While  Canaan,  this  county,  is  a mason  by  occupation; 
Ire  is  not  a politician,  he  is  a believer  in  the  prin-  and  William  H.,  who  died  in  California  in  1892, 
triples  of  the  Republican  party.  He  and  his  fam-  was  a carpenter  and  builder, 
iiy  attend  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Shelton,  and  The  first  two  years  of  our  subject’s  life  were 
are  prominent  in  the  social  life  of  the  place.  Mr.  spent  in  New  York  City,  but  his  youth  was  mainly 
Kruer  is  a member  of  several  societies,  including  passed  in  Stamford,  his  education  being  obtained 
the  D.  O.  H.,  a German  order,  the  New  Eng-  in  the  public  schools  of  that  place.  After  coin- 
land  Order  of  Protection,  and  the  Fraternal  Or-  pleting  a high-school  course,  he  turned  his  atten- 
dee of  Connecticut,  an  insurance  society.  He  tion  to  business,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
was  elected  burgess  of  Shelton  for  the  years  went  to  Port  Chester,  N.  Y..  where  from  186510 
1889-90.  and  the  last  year  (1890)  was  appointed  187  5 he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with 
senior  burgess  by  the  board.  In  1 88 1 he  mar-  his  present  partner,  making  a specialty  of  dry 
ried  Miss  Emma  L.  Martin,  who  is  of  German  goods,  carpets,  and  sijnilar  commodities,  h 
descent,  and  was  born  in  New  Britain,  Conn.,  1 875  they  bought  a store  in  Norwalk,  where  they 
the  daughter  of  Charles  Martin,  a well-known  have  since  carried  a fine  stock  of  furniture,  car- 
citizen  of  Meriden.  Five  children  brighten  our  pets,  crockery,  oil  cloths,  and  other  house-fe- 
subject's  home:  Bertha,  Josephine,  Arthur  Will-  | nishing  goods,  and  in  1887  they  opened  a branch 
iam,  Norman  Charles  and  Elise.  I store  at  South  Norwalk.  There  they  conduct 

I a similiar  business,  in  addition  to  the  lines  named 

I carrying  a stock  of  dry  goods. 

€,H  ARLES  W.  HOYT,  a prominent  resident  While  Mr.  Hoyt  does  not  by  any  means  be- 
1 of  Norwalk,  is  a member  of  the  well-known  I lieve  that  marriage  is  a failure  in  all  cases,  be  is 
firm  of  Scofield  & Hoyt,  merchants,  whose  estab-  | still  in  a state  of  single  blessedness,  which  may 

lishments  at  Norwalk  and  South  Norwalk  com-  | possibly  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  he  has 

mand  an  extensive  and  profitable  custom.  He  is  1 a very  pleasant  home  with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Sco- 
a man  of  much  intelligence,  and  as  a citizen  is  I field.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  for 
.held  in  high  esteem,  being  active  in  various  lines  j about  thirty-five  years  he  has  been  an  active 
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member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  handsome  dwelling  house  is  the  work  of  his 
has  held  numerous  offices  including  those  of  stew-  hands,  literally  speaking,  as  are  also  his  farm 
ard  and  secretary  of  the  official  board.  buildings.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and 

as  a good  citizen  he  has  always  been  active  in 

local  affairs,  having  served  in  various  offices,  in- 
/**VEORGE  W.  ADAMS,  of  the  town  of  New  eluding  those  of  selectman,  assessor  and  member 
Fairfield,  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  of  the  board  of  relief.  He  married  Miss  Clarissa 
highly  esteemed  residents  of  that  locality.  * He  Barnum,  who  was  born  February  22,  1834.  a 
represents  a family  which  has  long  been  identi-  daughter  of  Silas  and  Clarissa  (Jennings)  Bar- 
fied  with  the  best  interests  of  this  county,  and  his  1 num,  of  New  Fairfield,  and  a granddaughter  of 
own  life  gives  an  example  of  well-directed  in-  | Daniel  Barnum. 

dustry  that  is  worthy  of  emulation.  Dr.  Alpheus  E.  Adams,  our  subject’s  only 

The  ancestors  of  our  subject  settled  at  an  ! child,  is  now  a successful  physician  at  New- 
early  period  in  the  town  of  Westport,  this  county,  burgh,  N.  Y..  and  has  made  a wide  reputation 
and  his  grandfather.  Stephen  Adams,  was  born  by  his  special  ability  and  skill  in  treating  the  eye 
there  August  8,  1763.  Stephen  Adams  received  , and  ear.  He  was  born  in  New  Fairfield  June  26, 
a common-school  education  and  became  a farmer  I 1857.  and  his  education  was  begun  in  the  local 
by  occupation,  his  permanent  home  being  made  I schools.  At  an  early  age  he  made  choice  of  the 
in  the  town  of  Pawling,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  j medical  profession,  and  as  his  parents  encour- 
where  he  was  a prominent  citizen  and  a leading  j aged  his  ambition,  he  was  sent  to  New  York 
worker  in  the  Methodist  Church.  He  married 
Abigail  Gorham,  who  was  born  April  15.  1767, 
and  they  had  four  sons:  Stephen,  who  married 
Abbie  J.  Steadwell;  Charles,  who  married  Nancy 
Hungerford;  Samuel,  who  married  a Miss  Corbin;  | some  months  of  work  in  a charitable  institution 
and  Peter,  our  subject  s father.  among  the  sick,  and  he  commenced  to  practice 

Peter  Adams  was  born  December  15,  1784,  I at  Danbury,  this  county.  There  he  remained 
in  the  town  of  Pawling,  Dutchess  Co. , N.  Y.,  seven  years,  securing  a good  clientele,  but  having 
where  he  enjoyed  the  educational  opportunities  decided  to  make  a specialty  of  treating  the  eye 
that  were  usually  provided  for  country  lads  of  and  ear  he  went  to  Bridgeport,  and  spent  a year 
his  day.  He  always  followed  farming,  and  the  1 with  Dr.  Wilson,  the  oculist.  At  the  end  of 
business  seemed  to  agree  with  him  as  he  was  sel-  that  time  he  established  an  office  at  Newburgh, 
dom  or  never  ill,  and  his  life  was  prolonged  to  at  No.  44  Grand  street,  and  from  the  first  he  has 
the  good  old  age  of  ninety-six  years.  He  took  met  with  success.  Lately  he  published  a valu- 
keen  interest  in  political  questions,  never  failing  able  work  on  the  eye  and  ear,  in  which  he  gives 
to  cast  his  vote  at  election  time.  His  wife,  to  the  world  the  results  of  his  experience  and 
Elizabeth  (Steadwell).  was  born  September  8.  observation.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
1784,  in  Salem,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  James  and  professional  brethren,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Elizabeth  (Brundage)  Steadwell.  Our  subject  U.  S.  Medical  Association,  the  Canadian  Medi- 
was  the  youngest  in  a family  of  nine  children,  cal  Association  and  the  Orange  County  Medical 
the  others  being  Jane,  who  did  not  marry;  Al-  Society,  of  which  he  was  president  in  1895.  He 
mira,  wife  of  John  Baldwin;  Joseph,  who  died  in  is  also  a fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy  of 
infancy;  Samantha,  who  remained  single;  John,  Medicine,  and  ha«  been  instructor  in  the  Post- 
who  married  Elizabeth  Peffer;  David,  who  mar-  Graduate  Medical  College,  assistant-surgeon  at 
Tied  Esther  Newberry;  Emily,  wife  of  Milton  C.  j the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  ophthal- 
Haviland;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Samuel  A.  mic  surgeon  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  all  in  New 
Barnum.  Peter  Adams  and  his  wife  owned  and  I York  City,  and  consulting  ophthalmologist  to  the 
lived  on  one  farm  for  sixty-six  continuous  years,  j Home  for  the  Friendless  at  Newburgh. 

Mr.  Adams,  our  subject,  was  born  October  9.  On  December  t6,  1885,  Dr.  Adams  married 
1826,  at  the  old  home  in  Dutchess  county,  and  | Miss  Jessie  Southworth.  daughter  of  Judge  South- 
during  his  youth  he  attended  school  there  and  in  • worth,  of  Danbury.  He  and  his  wife  are  promi- 
New  Jersey,  receiving  a good  practical  education.  ! nent  socially,  and  he  is  an  active  member  of  the 
For  a time  he  worked  on  a farm,  but  as  he  pos-  | Masonic  Fraternity.  He  was  virtually  the  founder 
sessed  a decided  talent  for  carpentering  he  found  j of  the  Danbury  Hospital,  having  purchased  a 
more  profitable  employment  in  that  line,  and  j site  and  erected  suitable  buildings  at  his  own  ex- 
.graduallv  became  an  expert  workman,  although  pense  with  a view  to  opening  a hospital  himself, 
he  never  served  an  apprenticeship.  His  own  Just  as  the  buildings  were  nearly  completed  a 


City  to  take'a  course  of  study  in  Columbia  Col- 
lege and  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
He  graduated  on  February  8,  1879,  after  a thor- 
ough preparation  for  practice,  which  included 
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hospital  society  was  organized  in  Danbury,  and 
they  leased  his  buildings,  since  which  time  Dan- 
bury has  had  a hospital  of  charity. 


TJwyiLLIAM  A.  LEONARD,  the  affable,  gen- 
ii/* ial  and  whole-souled  proprietor  of  the 
“Newtown  Inn,”  Newtown,  Conn.,  by  virtoeo! 
his  popularity  and  hospitality,  not  to  speak  of 
his  reputation  as  a prominent  business  man, well 
deserves  mention  in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Leonard  is  a native  of  Connecticut,  bora 
April  10,  1861,  in  Middletown,  Fairfield  county, 
and  is  descended  from  a worthy  family,  beingason 
of  William  W.  and  Amelia  Leonard.  His  child- 
hood and  boyhood  were  passed  in  the  village  of  bis 
birth,  where  he  received  a common-school  and 
business  education.  Precipitating  himself  in  his 
early  manhood  into  the  arena  of  business  life,  we 
find  him,  between  the  years  1 878  and  1887, en- 
gaged in  various  occupations,  and  in  the  latter  year 
he  embarked  in  the  hotel  business,  in  which  con- 
nection he  has  ever  since  held  a prominent  place 
among  the  “Bonifaces  ” of  Fairfield  county 

The  “Newtown  Inn"  and  its  thorough  man- 
agement are  too  well  known  to  require  muchil 
any  commendation  or  eulogy  from  the  writer  of 
this  article;  suffice  it  to  say,  in  the  true  meaning 
of  the  words  it  is  a “home”  and  a “ haven  of 
rest  ” for  all  who  seek  the  hospitable  shelter  of  its 
roof.  Possessing  also,  as  it  does,  all  the  essen- 
tials necessary  for  the  comfort  and  health  of  ns 
guests — fresh  air,  a delightful  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding scenery,  sparkling  spring  water  and  1 
cuisine  unsurpassed — the  house  is  well  appointed 
and  equipped,  and  will  conveniently  and  comfort- 
ably entertain  at  least  one  hundred  guests.  1” 
a word,  conveniences  and  appointments  to  be 
found  in  any  other  modern  hostelry  are  by  no 
means  lacking  in  the  “Newtown  Inn,” madetbe 
more  attractive  and  welcome  to  the  weary  wn.'’ 
farer  by  its  cheery,  free-htearted  and  ever-friendly 
host. 

Mr.  Leonard  is  not  only  a ne-plus-ultra  hote. 
man,  but  is  even  more  notable  in  insurance  ai- 
des, in  which  he  controls  a wide  patronage- 
while  at  the  same  time  he  is  interested  in  > 
that  concerns  the  development  of  his  town  an 
county. 


FjHILEMON  WALKER,  a well-to-do  farmer 
_ of  Long  Ridge,  town  of  Stamford,  Fairfield 
county.  Conn.,  has  occupied  his  present  farm 
for  about  ten  years.  He  is  a native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, born  September  6,  1842,  in  Becket, 
Berkshire  county,  where  he  lived  until  sixteen 
years  of  age. 

Mr.  Walker’s  grandfather.  James  Walker, 
was  born  July  3.  1762,  in  Connecticut.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Flint,  who  was  born  in  February, 
1761.  Their  son  Ephraim  was  born  July  25, 
1798,  in  Becket.  Mass.,  where  he  passed  his  en- 
tire life  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering.  On 
January  3,  1828,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  1 
Louisa  Rice,  who  was  born  November  23,  1806, 
in  Conway,  Mass.,  and  nine  children  came  to 
them,  of  whom.  Philemon,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  eighth  in  the  order  of  birth.  On 
November  10,  1845,  Mr.  Walker  for  his  second 
wife  married  Emily  Carter,  who  was  born  Nov- 
ember 3,  1810.  and  by  her  he  had  three  children. 
He  died  April  12,  1859,  at  his  home  in  Becket, 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

In  August.  1861,  Philemon  Walker  enlisted 
in  Company  1.  49th  Mass.  V.  1.  and  remained  in 
the  service  until  September,  1862,  when  he  was 
mustered  out  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.  Returning  to 
Becket,  he  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering 
for  about  two  years,  when  he  went  to  New  York 
City,  and  there  established  a honey,  maple  syrup 
and  preserve  business,  which  he  conducted  for 
some  years.  In  the  spring  of  1887,  finding  him- 
self in  poor  health,  he  concluded  to  try  rural  life 
again,  and  accordingly,  selling  out  his  New  York 
business,  came  to  Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  set- 
tling on  the  farm  at  Long  Ridge  which  he  has 
since  cultivated. 

On  November  1,  1871,  Mr.  Walker  was 
married,  at  Becket,  Mass.,  to  Lydia  N.  Millard, 
daughter  of  Orrin  Millard,  of  that  place.  They 
have  reared  a family  of  eight  children,  namely: 
Lucy  R-  (who  is  a teacher  at  High  Ridge),  Ada 
L.,  Sarah  C.,  L.  Mabel,  Philemon,  E.  Addison, 
Orrin  Millard  and  George  Wayland.  The  family 
were  active  members  in  the  Baptist  Church  in 
which  Mr.  Walker  has  served  as  treasurer  and 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees.  Socially,  he 
js  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and 
Knights  of  Pythias  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  of 
Barbara  Fritchie  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  New  York 
City. 


/PVERARD  H.  VERMILYEA,  one  of  Danbury* 
%s£l  most  enterprising  and  successful  busing- 
men,  is  the  proprietor  of  a popular  meat  mar 'f 
and  grocery  at  No.  3 Elm  street. 

Mr.  Vermilyea  is  a native  of  New  York  State 
and  a descendant  of  a well-known  Dote  ft 
county  family.  His  grandparents,  Isaac  J" 
Catherine  (Kipp)  Vermilyea,  were  prominen 
residents  of  the  town  of  LaGrange,  in  that  co® 
ty,  and  his  father,  the  late  Dr.  John  K.  Yen® 
yea,  was  born  there  September  16,  *802. 
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Vermilyea  located  in  Hopewell.  Dutchess  county, 
and  was  lor  many  years  a leading  physician  and 
surgeon  of  that  section,  his  death  occurring  June 
2,  1877.  He  married  Miss  Catherine  L.  Ham- 
lin. who  was  born  at  Red  Hook.  Dutchess  Co., 
N.  Y..  and  died  at  Hopewell  in  1S44.  To  Dr. 
Vermilyea  and  his  wile  nine  children  were  born, 
viz.:  Tavenier,  Louisa  Hamlin.  Catherine  L.. 

John  Peter  and  Marius  C.,  all  of  whom  are  now 
deceased;  Dupuytren,  a Presbyterian  clergyman, 
residing  at  Hackensack,  N.  J.;  Ann  Romeyn; 
Gerard  H.,  and  Lucy  D. 

The  subject  ol  our  sketch  was  born  at  Hope- 
well.  N.  Y.,  November  4,  1839.  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  place. 
In  1 860  he  began  his  business  career  as  a clerk 
for  Van  Wyck  Brothers,  in  their  store  at  Fishkill 
Plains,  and  after  two  years  there  he  went  to  Cold 
Spring,  N.  Y..  to  take  a position  as  inspector  of 
shot  and  shell  for  the  noted  foundryman,  Parrott. 
There  he  remained  three  years,  and  on  leaving 
he  rented  a farm  and  spent  a year  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  For  the  next  six  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  overseer  of  Stephen  Conover's  farm, 
near  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y..  and  he  then  purchased 
a farm  in  the  town  of  Beekinan,  in  the  same 
county.  While  conducting  that  he  took  a con- 
tract from  Albert  Tower  to  haul  iron  ore  from 
Beekman  to  Silvan  Lake,  employing  five  teams 
in  this  work,  which  he  continued  for  seven  years; 
but  growing  weary  of  a country  life  he  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  in  Beekman,  remaining 
two  years.  His  next  enterprise  was  to  take  a 
contract  on  the  construction  of  the  dam  near 
Brewster,  N.  Y. , and  after  filling  that  contract 
(which  occupied  his  time  for  nearly  a year),  be 
sold  out  all  his  interests  in  Dutchess  county  and 
moved  to  Danbury.  For  a year  and  a half  he 
worked  as  a hat  finisher  for  Meeker  Brothers, 
and  Tweedy  & Co.,  and  for  six  years  following 
he  was  employed  in  G.  E.  Stevens'  meat  market. 
Having  decided  to  remain  in  Danbury,  Mr.  Ver- 
milyea purchased,  a piece  of  property  on  Mont- 
gomery street,  where  he  has  built  a residence, 
and  a store  at  No.  62  Elm  street,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  meat  and  grocery  business  on  his 
own  account.  A year  later  he  sold  the  business 
to  Frank  L.  Hatch,  and  in  February,  1887,  he 
bought  his  present  store  from  I.  W.  Stillman. 
He  carries  a fine  stock,  including  teas,  coffees, 
spices  and  all  kinds  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries, 
and  enjoys  a large  and  profitable  trade. 

On  November  24,  1865,  Mr.  Vermilyea  mar- 
ried his  first  wife.  Miss  Catherine  E.  Patterson, 
daughter  of  Beekman  V.  and  Elizabeth  (Barnes) 
Patterson.  She  passed  to  the  unseen  life  in 
September,  1881,  and  in  1883  Mr.  Vermilyea 


married  Miss  Sarah  E.  Wilcox,  daughter  of  John 
and  Emily  M.  (Fairchild)  Wilcox,  of  Dover 
Plains,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Vermilyea  has 
had  two  children,  Kate  Estella,  and  John  K., 
both  by  his  first  marriage.  The  family  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  M.  E.  Church,  of 
Danbury,  and  Mr.  Vermilyea  is  also  a member 
of  several  fraternal  orders — the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  Samaritan  Lodge  No.  7,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
the  Daughters  of  Rebekah  and  the  Rathbone 
Sisters.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat  is  politics,  and 
while  living  in  Dutchess  county  was  quite  active 
in  the  work  of  the  local  organization.  For  three 
years  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in 
the  town  of  Beekman,  and  throughout  his  resi- 
dence there  he  served  almost  constantly  as  school 
trustee. 


HENRY  BERRY,  a designer  for  the  Derby 

Silver  Company,  and  well  known  in  the  town 

of  Huntington,  was  born  July  6,  1846,  in  Man- 
chester, England.  He  is  a son  of  John  Berry,  a 
1 blacksmith  by  trade,  who  was  born  about  the 
year  1820,  and  died  about  1850. 

Henry  Berry  was  educated  in  private  schools 
1 in  Manchester,  England.  The  family  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  1857,  when  Henry  was 
about  eleven  years  of  age,  and  settled  at  Taun- 
ton, Mass.  They  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the 
ship  “ Dreadnaught,”  Captain  Samuels,  who  was 
in  command  of  her  when  she  won  her  races  in 
England,  being  at  the  time  owned  by  Brunell. 
After  reaching  Taunton,  Mr.  Berry  attended 
school  there  for  a year  or  more,  leaving  school 
when  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of  age.  The 
family  on  the  maternal  grandmother’s  side  were 
manufacturers  of  rope,  twine  and  hammock  cord- 
age. and  on  account  of  being  unable  to  re-lease 
the  ground  on  which  their  factories  stood,  they 
removed  to  Taunton  with  the  view  of  renewing 
the  business  there;  but  owing  to  the  panic  in  busi- 
ness that  then  prevailed  (the  panic  of  1857),  they 
| considered  it  best  to  await  the  return  of  prosperous 
j times.  About  the  year  1863  he  entered  the  em- 
j ploy  of  the  Silver  Plating  Company,  of  Taunton, 

1 beginning  by  learning  the  process  of  soldering, 

I which  he  followed  until  1868,  when  he  removed 
| to  Meriden,  where  he  continued  in  the  same  line 
i until  1876.  At  this  time  Mr.  Berry  went  to  work 
in  the  designing  room  of  the  Wilcox  Silver  Plate 
Company,  where  he  made  up  the  patterns  for 
[ the  designer  and  operator.  In  1878  he  removed 
I to  Shelton,  and  there  entered  the  employ  of  the 
1 Derby  Silver  Company  in  their  designing  depart- 
ment. At  that  time  the  company  were  making 
1 only  flat  ware,  but  afterward  they  engaged  in 
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the  manufacture  of  hollow  ware.  Mr.  Berry 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  designing,  and  has 
done  all  the  designing  for  the  company  for  the 
past  twenty  years  or  more.  It  is  only  just  to  say  j 
that  the  output  of  the  Derby  Silver  Company  for 
artistic  finish  and  beauty  of  design  stands  as  high 
as  any  in  the  country,  and  that  it  is  not  matched 
in  many  other  ways.  Mr.  Berry  is  the  oldest 
employe  of  the  company  in  years  of  service,  fill- 
ing a position  of  great  responsibility  to  the  full 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  and  in  his  line  he 
has  been  eminently  successful. 

Ever  since  leaving  school  Mr.  Berry  has  been 
a close  student  of  current  events,  has  been  a great 
reader  and  is  well  informed.  Politically,  he  has 
always  been  a Republican,  and  has  relied  to  a 
great  extent  on  the  New  York  Tribune  for  his 
Republicanism  and  its  defense.  While  he  has 
never  been  an  office  seeker,  yet  he  has  always 
taken  an  interest  in  politics,  and  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  burgesses  for  the  years  1887 
and  1 888 . For  twenty-three  years  he  has  been 
a member  of  Center  Lodge  No.  77,  of  Meriden, 
Conn.  He  was  reared  in  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  now  attends  the  Church  of  the 
Good  Shepherd,  Shelton.  The  welfare  of  Shel- 
ton has  always  had  his  sympathy  and  active  aid. 

Mr.  Berry  was  married  in  November,  1867, 
to  Miss  Mary  Anderson,  daughter  of  James  An- 
derson, then  of  Wisconsin,  and  by  this  marriage 
he  has  two  children:  George  H.,  a graduate  of 

the  Yale  Art  School,  and  now  in  the  designing 
department  of  the  Derby  Silver  Company;  and 
Charles  A.,  who  is  living  at  home. 


E.  LEWIS,  undertaker,  of  Derby,  Fair- 
J field  county,  was  born  August  25.  1853,  in 
Sharon,  Conn.,  and  is  a son  of  Elihu  T.  Lewis, 
who  was  born  on  the  Lewis  homestead,  near  the 
fair  ground,  October  13,  1817,  and  he  is  a grand- 
son of  Capt.  Cyrus  Lewis,  who  was  also  born  on 
the  same  place  (but  in  a different  house),  in  the 
year  1 778. 

Capt.  Cyrus  Lewis  was  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  Huntington.  He  w-as  a prominent  Epis- 
copalian, and  had  charge  of  the  burying  ground 
given  to  the  Church  by  the  Lewises.  By  occu- 
pation he  was  a farmer,  and  lived  on  a large  tract 
of  land  owned  by  himself.  He  was  captain  of 
the  horse  artillery,  and  was  discharged  therefrom 
in  September,  1817.  As  one  of  the  leading  men 
politically  and  otherwise  in  the  town  of  Hunting- 
ton,  he  was  tax  collector  for  many  years,  and  he 
was  the  peace  maker  of  the  town,  settling  many 
disputes  which  would  otherwise  have  gone  in  the 
courts.  For  many  years  he  was  a kind  of  Father 


of  Israel,  looked  upon  by  the  entire  community 
as  the  best  friend  and  adviser  they  had.  Capt. 
Cyrus  Lewis  married  Miss  Alice  Hawley,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Hawley,  of  Monroe  township, and 
by  her  had  the  following  children:  Miles,  George 
T. . Elihu  T.  and  Alice  Shelton. 

Elihu  T.  Lewis  was  by  trade  a blacksmith, 
as  were  also  his  two  brothers.  He  learned  the 
trade  in  Monroe  township,  afterward  removed  to 
Derby  and  worked  in  the  shipyards  of  the  Hal- 
locks.  Then  removing  to  Sharon  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  brothers,  removing  in 
1854  to  Nichols  Farms  (now  Nichols),  working 
there  for  some  years  for  Nichols,  Peck  4 Co. 
Later  he  worked  for  the  Amblers  in  the  manu- 
facture of  saddletrees.  Then  when  the  Howes 
began  the  manufacture  of  sewing  machines,  he 
went  to  work  for  them  in  Bridgeport,  remaining 
with  them  until  1875,  just  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Howe,  of  whom  he  was  a strong  friend,  remov- 
ing then  to  Shelton,  and  was  with  the  Wilkinson 
paper-mill  four  or  five  years.  He  never  engaged 
in  politics,  and  was  everywhere  regarded  as  a 
good  citizen,  highly  esteemed.  He  was  one  of 
the  strongest  and  healthiest  of  men,  walking, 
when  seventy-three  years  of  age,  to  his  work  on 
Monday  mornings  and  home  again  on  Saturday 
nights. 

Mr.  Lewis  married  Joanna  C.  Thomas,  daugh- 
I ter  of  Leman  and  Peeder  (Emmons)  Thomas, of 
I Litchfield  county,  Conn. ; the  Thomas  family 
1 were  of  Welch  descent.  Leman  Thomas  wav 
born  in  Unadilla,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Thomas  is  heir  to 
the  Emmons  estate  in  South  Wales.  The  chil- 
dren of  Elihu  T.  and  his  wife  were  as  follows. 
Edgar,  Elonora,  Elihu  N.,  Maria  A.,  Eugent- 
Cyrus  E.  and  Elbert  0. 

Cyrus  Ellis  Lewis,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  his  education  in  Nichols,  enjoying  the 
educational  advantages  there  afforded.  After  at- 
taining his  majority  he  went  for  two  years  to 
Wilbraham,  Mass.,  having  previously  worked  for 

A.  B.  Fairchild  for  two  years,  and  then  for  Brown 

& Parkington  in  Bridgeport,  until  the  breaking 
down  of  his  health.  After  leaving  the  latter  firm 
he  went  to  Glendale,  Mass.,  and  to  Stockbridge. 
spending  about  a year  in  the  two  places;  then 
spent  a year  in  Great  Barrington,  Mass.  Return- 
ing to  Brown  & Parkington,  he  remained  *>* 
i them  for  about  two  years.  For  some  time  he 

1 was  bookkeeper  for  the  Underwood  Belting CoO- 

| pany,  of  Tolland,  Conn.,  and  then  h'eserv^,',1! 

the  same  capacity  for  Charles  Bly,  of  Springhw- 
I Mass.,  remaining  in  Springfield  for  three  yeaR 
and  marrying  there.  He  next  moved  to  Catski , 
! N.  Y.,  and  served  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Hop®- 
! nose  Knitting  Company,  one  year.  Removing*1 
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er  this  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  he  was  time  keep-  his  death.  The  firm  was  first  known  as  Benedict 
er  for  the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Company,  & Nichols,  and  although  both  of  its  members 
in  their  shell  department,  remaining  there  one  have  now  joined  the  silent  majority,  the  property 
year,  and  then  removing  to  Shelton,  was  with  C.  which  they  held  in  partnership  still  stands  in  the 
P.  Nettleton  as  bookkeeper.  On  July  22.  1889,  same  name,  the  estate  having  never  been  settled, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  George  C.  Bediant,  who  L.  S.  Benedict  died  March  13,  1892,  and  his 
conducted  a furniture  and  undertaking  business  wife,  Marv  (Gregory),  who  was  born  in  Danbury 
in  Derby.  In  1894.00  the  death  of  George  C.  November  21.  1808,  passed  away  September  12, 
Bediant,  Mr.  Lewis  succeeded  to  the  business,  1895.  She  was  a daughter  of  Caleb  Curtis 
which  he  has  ever  since  pursued,  and  he  now  has  Gregory,  a prominent  agriculturist.  Her  mother, 
the  principal  undertaking  establishment  in  Derby.  Desire  (Sears),  who  was  a member  of  one  of  the 
Mr.  Lewis  took  a thorough  course  in  the  art  of  old  families  of  Putnam  county,  N.  Y.,  lived  more 
embalming  the  dead,  has  been  unusually  successful  than  a century,  retaining  her  faculties  to  the  last, 
in  this  line  of  work,  and  has  the  Protestant  un-  and  at  a party  given  at  L.  S.  Benedict’s  home  in 
dertaking  of  Derby  and  Shelton.  honor  of  her  one  hundredth  anniversary,  she 

While  Mr.  Lewis  has  never  taken  an  active  seemed  to  enjoy  the  occasion  as  much  as  any 
part  in  politics,  vet  he  is  still  loyal  to  his  party  one.  At  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  Mrs.  Bene- 
and  its  principals,  and  always  desires  its  success,  diet  said:  “Mother  you  must  be  tired.  Hadn’t 
He  has  been  twice  elected  as  a burgess  of  the  bor-  you  better  go  to  bed?”  but  Her  mother  replied 
ough  of  Shelton.  He  is  a member  of  the  Meth-  with  spirit:  “Mary,  I'm  one  hundred  years  old 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  a number  of  to  day,  and  I am  going  to  stay  up  just  as  long  as 
years  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  I want  to;  I am  able  to  receive  my  own  guests  ” 
For  many  years  he  has  taken  an  active  part  ' Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  three  sons, 
in  Free  Masonry,  and  is  a member  of  Hamil-  the  others  being  Charles  Henry,  late  of  Orange, 
ton  Comrnandery  of  Bridgeport.  He  is  also  a N.  J.,  who  died  February  4,  1899,  and  James 
member  of  Ousatonic  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Augustus,  who  lives  at  No.  325  Fifth  avenue, 
is  equally  devoted  to  Odd  Fellowship;  he  is  New  York  City. 

also  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  of  Albert  G.  Benedict  was  born  August  11,  1841, 
the  Order  of  American  Mechanics,  of  the  Golden  at  Danbury,  where  he  received  a good  practical 
Cross,  and  of  the  Heptasophs.  Of  the  order  of  education  in  the  common  schools  and  the  acad- 
American  Mechanics  he.  has  been  treasurer  for  emy.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  his  busi- 
eight  years,  and  he  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Hep-  ness  career  as  a clerk  in  his  father’s  store,  but 
tasophs.  He  is  also  a director  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  his  health  failing  after  a few  months,  he  was  un- 
Mr.  Lewis  was  married  to  Mary  L.  Skinner,  able  for  several  years  to  follow  any  occupation, 
daughter  of  Walter  J.  and  Frances  A.  Lathrop  On  attaining  his  majority  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
Skinner.  of  Bridgeport,  and  they  have  four  chil-  facture  of  wool  hats,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
dren:  Oliver  M.;  Clifford  E. ; Lillian  May  and  Sturdevant  & Benedict,  the  partnership  continu- 
Cyrus  Harold.  ing  five  years.  After  disposing  of  his  interest 


Mr.  Benedict  remained  out  of  business  two 
years,  but  in  1870  he  became  a partner  in  his 


proprietor  of  the  leading  grocery  of  that  thriving  conducted  the  business  in  his  own  name,  which 
city,  and  has  also  taken  an  active  part  in  other  is  now  a synonym  in  business  circles  for  enter- 
business  enterprises,  being  at  present  a director  prise  and  sagacity.  In  politics  Mr.  Benedict  is 
in  the  Danbury  National  Bank.  His  store  at  No.  a Republican,  but  official  honors  have  no  especial 
193  Main  street,  is  a model  of  its  kind,  its  large  charms  for  him.  Since  1854  he  has  been  an 
and  varied  stock  indicating  the  progressive  ideas  active  worker  in  the  Second  Baptist  Church  of 
and  practical  business  acumen  of  its  owner.  Danbury,  and  for  ten  years  past  he  has  served 

Mr.  Benedict  is  a descendant  of  a well-known  as  its  treasurer.  On  June  10,  1863.  he  married 
family,  and  his  father,  Levi  Starr  Benedict,  who  Miss  Emily  L.  Sturdevant,  daughter  of  Elijah 
was  born  in  Burlington.  Vt.,  December  24.  Sturdevant,  a hat  manufacturer  of  Danbury,  and 
1805,  established  in  1835  the  first  store  in  Dan-  his  wife,  Sarah  Maria  Lyon.  Two  attractive 
bury  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  groceries  and  I daughters,  Emma  S.  and  Alberta,  bless  this 
meats.  He  had  previously  been  a comb  manu-  union,  and  both  with  their  mother  are  prominent 
facturer,  but  after  engaging  in  the  grocery  busi-  in  the  work  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church, 
ness  he  continued  it  without  interruption  until  1 The  younger  daughter  was  married  on  June 
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17,  1896,  to  William  Francis  Gordon,  M.  D., 
a rising  young  physician  of  Danbury,  who  was 
born  at  Woodbury,  Conn.,  June  15,  1872,  a son 
of  William  A.  Gordon,  and  grandson  of  Alexan- 
der and  Maria  (Coggswell)  Gordon.  His  father, 
who  is  now  a prominent  business  man  of  Dan- 
bury. married  Miss  Sarah  Blake,  and  of  their 
five  children — Carrie  M.,  Susan  L. , Alexander 
I.,  William  B.  and  William  Francis — all  are 
living  except  Carrie  M.,  who  died  January  19, 
1899.  The  Doctor  has  resided  in  Danbury  since 
childhood,  and  attended  the  public  schools  of 
that  city  during  his  youth.  In  1891  he  entered 
Long  Island  College  Hospital,  and  was  graduated 
in  1896  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  at  once 
opened  an  office  in  Danbury,  where  he  has  met 
with  gratifying  success.  He  is  a Republican  in 
politics,  and  in  religious  faith  is  a Congrega- 
tionalism 


FRANK  Le  GRAND  GRISWOLD.  Among 
the  popular  young  men  of  Trumbull,  who 
conduct  themselves  so  as  to  merit  the  highest  com- 
mendations of  the  community  in  which  they 
live,  is  Frank  Le  Grand  Griswold,  who  was 
born  May  15,  1865,  the  youngest  and  only  sur- 
viving child  of  the  late  Asael  Morgan  Griswold. 

The  father  was  born  at  Oxford,  Conn.,  De- 
cember 25,  1833.  In  the  spring  of  1850  he  left 
his  old  home,  and  on  July  18,  1853,  he  located 
in  Washington,  Litchfield  Co..  Conn.,  where  he 
worked  for  six  cents  a day  and  board.  By  dint  of 
economy  he  managed  to  save  $100.  of  which  he 
was  robbed  by  a dishonest  room-mate.  Nothing 
daunted  by  this  misfortune,  young  Griswold  set 
bravely  to  work  to  regain  his  lost  foothold.  His 
high  spirit,  unconquered  by  adverse  circumstan- 
ces, and  his  persistent  effort  were  characteristic 
of  his  entire  life.  On  June  5,  1856.  he  went  to 
Bridgeport,  and  the  following  February  he  se- 
cured employment  with  the  Wheeler  & Wilson 
Manufacturing  Company,  contracting  for  them 
until  February  10,  1879.  He  was  married  in 
Bridgeport,  December  25,  i860,  to  Miss  Delia 
A.  Hodge,  and  three  children  were  born  to  them: 
Charles  A.,  born  November  1.  1861,  died  Au- 
gust 28,  1890;  Henry  M.,  born  December  n, 
1862.  died  April  5.  1885;  and  Frank  Le  Grand. 
The  mother  passed  away  May  19.  1866.  and  on 
November  20,  1866.  A.  M.  Griswold  was  wedded 
to  Miss  Lottie  Hurlburt.  He  acknowledged  his 
faith  in  God  and  accepted  baptism  March  28, 
1858.  and  was  a charter  member  of  the  East 
Washington  Avenue  Baptist  Church.  Frater- 
nally. he  belonged  to  the  Knights  Templar.  The 
result  of  his  wisdom  and  industry,  and  his 


acumen  in  financial  affairs,  was  demonstrated 
when  at  his  death  he  left  his  son  an  unincumbered 
estate  of  $75,000.  On  September  20, 1890, his 
weary  spirit  took  its  flight,  and  his  mantle  fell 
upon  the  shoulders  of  his  only  surviving  son. 

Frank  Le  Grand  Griswold  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Bridgeport,  and  here 
his  versatility  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  his 
instructors.  He  was  quite  young  when  be  lie 
cided  to  enter  mercantile  life,  and  went  to  work 
to  learn  the  confectioner's  trade.  With  a per- 
sistency equal  to  that  which  was  one  of  bis  la- 
ther’s marked  characteristics,  he  made  nosecond 
choice,  but  remained  working  at  that  trade  until 
his  father’s  death,  in  1890,  rendered  it  necessary 
for  him  to  abandon  a business  career  in  order  to 
manage  his  large  estate.  That  he  has  proven 
himself  worthy  of  this  trust  is  evidenced  by  the 
capable  manner  in  which  he  has  since  cared  for 
his  property.  His  naturally  generous  disposition 
is  tempered  by  a wise  judgment,  and  his  assist- 
ance to  some  struggling  brother  is  seldom  un- 
worthily bestowed. 

On  September  9,  1891,  F.  L.  Griswold  was 
married  in  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Liaie. 
daughter  of  Frederick  H.  Arnold.  To  this 
union  have  come  three  interesting  children 
Fred  L.,  Charles  M.  and  Lottie  M.,  whosegW- 
some  presence  brings  much  sunshine  to  the 
beautiful  Griswold  home  on  the  Newtown  turn- 
pike. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griswold  are  both  favorites 
socially,  and  in  their  home  hospitality  reign-' 
supreme.  Friend  and  stranger  alike  are  accorded 
a hearty  welcome,  and  are  made  to  feel  that  this 
is,  indeed,  a “home.”  Our  subject  holds  the 
rank  of  colonel  of  the  Uniform  Rank,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  of  Connecticut;  is  a member  of  Myrtba 
Lodge  No.  8,  K.  of  P„  Bridgeport,  and  Unilot® 
Rank,  Company  4.  In  politics  he  is  a firm  be- 
liever in  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  served  as  assessor  and  on  the  board  01 
relief.  In  every  movement  for  improvement  he 
takes  an  active  part,  and  he  endeavors  in  every 
way  to  advance  all  measures  that  would  in  any 
way  bring  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  num- 
ber. 


JOHN  CLANCY  is  the  popular  and  genii 
proprietor  of  a well-known  grocery  and  l'*!1101 
store  in  Bridgeport,  also  agent  in  that  city 
for  the  Long  Island  Brewery  of  Brooklyn.  '• 
place  of  business  being  at  No.  74  Hard  ave!* 

I He  was  born  March  11,  i860,  in  County"05' 
common,  Ireland,  of  which  locality  his  ancestors 
for  at  least  two  generations  back,  were  also  ns 
lives. 
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Patrick  Clancy,  father  of  our  subject,  is  still 
living  in  Ireland,  where  he  has  been  a lifelong 
farmer.  He  married  Miss  Anna  Lavin,  a lady 
of  the  same  nativity,  and  a daughter  of  Luke 
Lavin,  a hatter  by  trade,  carrying  on  also  a farm 
in  County  Roscommon  To  this  union  were  i 
born  twelve  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy, the  remaining  ten  being  as  follows:  John 

(our  subject),  Mary,  Thomas,  Luke,  Patrick, 
Terence,  Bridget,  James,  Anna  and  Jane.  Of 
these.  John,  Thomas,  Luke,  Terence  and  James 
are  all  residents  of  Bridgeport;  Patrick  is  a 
farmer  in  Ireland;  and  all  the  daughters  are  still 
living  there,  Mary  being  now  the  wife  of  Michael 
Beirne. 

John  Clancy,  whose  name  introduces  this  ) 
sketch,  remained  in  his  native  land  until  he  was  j 
twenty-four  years  old,  attending  school  in  his  ! 
boyhood,  and  subsequently  working  on  his  fa-  I 
ther's  farm.  In  1884  he  came  to  the  United  I 
States,  arriving  in  Bridgeport  in  the  month  of  j 
March,  and  has  made  his  home  in  that  beautiful  | 
city  ever  since,  where  he  commenced  his  New- 
World  life  in  a comparatively  humble  vocation, 
that  of  driver  of  a beer  wagon.  In  1892  he  es- 
tablished himself  in  his  present  liquor  business,  j 
and  shortly  afterward  received  the  agency  in 
Bridgeport  for  the  Long  Island  Brewery  of 
Brooklyn,  doing  a lucrative  business. 

In  November,  1887,  Mr.  Clancy  married  Eliza 
Naery,  of  Bridgeport,  and  four  children  have 
been  born  to  this  union,  named  as  follows:  John 
F.,  Luke,  Thomas  and  Anna.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clancy  are  devout  members  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church,  and  have  the  respect  of  a large  cir- 
cle of  friends. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a Democrat,  and  is 
an  active  supporter  of  his  party.  Socially,  he 
is  affiliated  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  Forest- 
ers of  America,  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hiberni- 
ans; and  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  all  promi- 
nent organizations  in  Bridgeport.  I 


CHARLES  E.  JELLIFF.  There  is  probably  I 
no  man  in  Southport  more  widely  or  favora-  \ 
bly  known  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  in-  I 
troduces  this  review,  and  who  is  now  living  ' 
retired  after  a life  of  honest  and  honorable  labor,  i 
Francis  Jelliff.  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  ] 
December  8,  1816.  at  Westport.  Conn.,  a son  of  | 
David  and  Polly  (Pike)  Jelliff.  the  latter  of  whom  1 
was  born  in  Southport,  Conn.  They  had  their  j 
home  in  Westport,  where  they  reared  their  family  | 
of  three  children:  Francis,  Eliphalet  and  Mary. 

Of  these,  Eliphalet  died  young,  and  Mary  mar-  ; 
ried  Sellick  Sherman.  Francis  learned  the  trade  I 


of  carpenter  when  a boy,  serving  a long  appren- 
ticeship, as  was  customary  in  those  days,  and 
followed  that  business  throughout  life  at  South- 
port,  after  a period  spent  in  journeyman  work  in 
New  York  and  elsewhere,  among  other  jobs  put- 
ting up  cabins  on  vessels.  In  all  respects  he  was 
a superior  mechanic.  Prior  to  his  marriage  he 
built  his  home  on  the  corner  of  Pequot  and 
Center  streets,  where  he  spent  the  balance  of  his 
life.  In  connection  with  carpentering  he  did  a 
considerable  amount  of  business  in  building  and 
contracting,  erecting  many  buildings  in  South- 
port  and  other  towns,  doing  the  entire  work  on 
the  Southport  Savings  Bank,  building  the  school 
house  in  the  borough,  and  was  a partner  in  the 
construction  of  both  the  Episcopal  church  and 
Congregational  church.  Beginning  life  a poor 
boy,  he,  bv  industry,  perseverance,  honesty  of 
purpose  and  economy,  became  wealthy,  at  his 
death  leaving  a handsome  competence. 

On  April  10,  1842,  Francis  Jelliff  was  mar- 
ried. at  Southport,  to  Miss  Juliette  Wood,  who 
was  born  May  28,  1819,  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn. , a daughter  of  William  and  Betsy  (Darrow) 
Wood,  both  of  Groton,  Conn.  Children  as  fol- 
lows blessed.this  union:  Ursula  died  (unmarried) 
in  Southport;  Charles  E.  is  our  subject;  Oscar 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  and  Mary, 
Frederick,  Julia  and  John  are  also  deceased — 
Julia  when  twenty  years  old,  Frederick  when 
nine,  and  Mary  and  John  in  infancy.  The 
father  of  this  family  died  July  26,  1896,  when 
nearly  eighty  years  of  age,  and  was  buried  in  Oak- 
lawn  cemetery.  He  was  a lifelong  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  as  is  also  his  widow,  and 
he  from  time  to  time  served  as  warden,  taking  a 
great  interest  in  Church  matters.  A Republican 
in  politics,  he  was  always  loyal  to  his  party,  and 
for  several  years  was  selectman  of  his  borough. 
Socially,  he  at  one  time  affiliated  with  the  1.  O. 
O.  F.  His  widow,  a highly  respected  and 
much  esteemed  lady,  is  yet  living  at  the  old 
homestead. 

Charles  E.  Jelliff,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines,  was  born  September  2,  1846,  at  the  old 
homestead  of  his  parents,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion at  the  public  schools,  after  which  he  learned 
the  trade  of  carpentering  with  his  father.  In 
18 — he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  C.  O. 
Jelliff  & Co.,  in  mercantile  trade  at  Southport, 
but  at  the  end  of  four  years  he  retired  from  busi- 
ness, and  has  since  devoted  his  time  to  looking 
after  his  property  and  other  interests  in  South- 
port  and  Bridgeport. 

On  October  6,  1868,  Mr.  Jelliff  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Baker,  of  Greens 
Farms,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Jane  (Miller) 
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Baker,  and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them:  Blakeman,  sister  of  Colonel  Blakeman,  mention- 

Edith  F.  (died  at  the  age  of  six  years),  Clara  and  ed  above.  She  died  in  1889,  and  on  December 
Everett  F.  The  family  are  all  identified  with  12,  1891,  he  married  Miss  Priscilla  Spader,  oi 
the  Methodist  Church  at  Southport,  and  in  poli-  New  York  State,  a descendant  of  a Holland- 
tics  Mr.  Jelliff  is  a straight  Republican.  He  is  Dutch  family.  Mr.  Wakelee  has  three  children, 
fond  of  reading,  keeping  well  informed  on  the  all  bv  the  first  marriage:  Alice;  Dwight,  who  mar- 
issues  of  the  day,  and  his  sterling  qualities  of  1 ried  Emma  Cook,  of  Stratford,  and  resides  atthe 
character  have  won  for  him  the  respect  of  all  who  j old  homestead;  and  Harriet, 
know  him.  Socially,  the  family  is  prominent,  and  Mr. 

— Wakelee  is  a member  of  the  Grange;  Oasatonic 

Lodge  No.  6,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Derby;  and  ol 
/PVIDEON  M.  WAKELEE,  a highly  esteemed  King  Hiram  Lodge  No.  2,  F.  & A.  M.  In  poli- 
resident  of  Derby,  has  been  prominently  tics  he  is  a strong  Democrat,  and  he  has  often 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  that  been  called  upon  to  fill  positions  of  public trnst. 
locality  for  many  years,  and  is  justly  regarded  as  For  ten  years  he  was  a deputy  sheriff,  and  he 
a representative  citizen.  has  served  as  selectman,  justice  of  the  peace, 

The  Wakelee  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  deputy  judge  of  the  town  court  of  Huntington, 
town  of  Huntington,  and  our  subject’s  grand-  i and  a member  of  the  board  of  education.  He 
father,  Gideon  Wakelee,  a native  of  the  town,  1 served  as  member  of  State  Legislature  in  187;. 
passed  his  life  there  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  j 
married  Lydia  Morgan,  a native  of  Newtown  and  a ; 

relative  of  Daniel  N.  Morgan,  and  they  had  two  TJ-H1LO  W.  BATES,  manufacturer,  at  Nor- 
children:  Ebenezer;  and  Nancy,  who  married  j walk,  Fairfield  county,  of  fine  marble  and 
Charles  C.  Tomlinson,  a farmer  in  Huntington,  j granite  work,  which  has  a wide  reputation  for 
Hon.  Ebenezer  Wakelee.  the  father  of  our  sub-  I beauty,  finish  and  substantialness,  is  a native  of 
ject,  was  born  in  1806,  at  the  old  homestead  in  I Connecticut,  born  November  16,  1838,  in  Strat- 
Huntington.  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  ford,  a great-grandson  of  Rowell  Bates,  who  was 
engaged  in  farming.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  also  born  in  Fairfield  county,  of  English  extrac- 
Democratsof  the  section  in  his  day,  and  in  addi-  tion. 

tion  to  serving  in  various  township  offices,  includ-  i John  Bates,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
ing  those  of  selectman  and  justice  of  the  peace,  ! born  at  Redding,  Conn.,  was  a shoemaker  by 
he  represented  his  town  several  times  in  the  State  I trade  during  the  earlier  part  of  his  life,  later 
Legislature.  He  died  upon  the  farm  in  1877,  | following  agricultural  pursuits  in  Fairfield  coonty, 
and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Nancy  | and  died  in  the  village  of  Branchville.  By  bis 
Wheeler,  died  in  January,  1899.  She  was  born  j wife,  Sarah  (Scribner),  he  had  two  children: 
and  reared  in  the  town  of  Stratford,  and  was  a I Walter,  father  of  our  subject;  and  Rowena,  wile 
daughter  of  Eli  Wheeler,  a native  of  the  same  I of  L.  B.  Wood,  of  the  town  of  Danbury, 
town.  $ix  children  were  born  to  Ebenezer  and  Walter  Bates  was  born  in  the  town  of  Red- 
Nancy  Wakelee,  as  follows:  Frances  married  I ding.  Conn. . was  first  a school  teacher  by  occufa- 

Anson  Blakeman,  a farmer  in  Stratford;  Louise  I tion,  and  later  a stone  mason.  He  married 
married  D.  M.  Plumb,  of  Shelton;  Gideon  M.,  I Lorena  Wood,  who  was  born  in  Danbury,  * 
oursubject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Eliza-  | daughter  of  Philo  Wood,  of  the  same  locality, 
beth  married  Julius  Coe.  a leather  manufacturer  i and  they  reared  a family  of  seven  children  as  fol- 
in  West  Haven,  Conn.:  Cornelia  married  John  j lows:  Oscar  died  young;  Philo  W.  is  the  subject 
Coe,  a leather  manufacturer  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  | of  these  lines;  Mary  E.  married  Albert  G.  Mark- 
and  Cordelia,  a tw'in  of  Cornelia,  married  Colonel  ! ham,  of  East  Hampton;  Rowena  wedded  Leroy 
Blakeman,  of  Huntington  township.  j Taylor,  of  Norwalk;  Amy  married  Augustus 

Oursubject  was  born  December  28,  1840,  j Dodge,  of  Norwalk;  John  married  Julia  E 
at  the  old  homestead,  and  was  reared  to  farm  j Diamond,  and  they  live  in  Norwalk;  and  Oscar 
work.  His  education  was  begun  in  the  local  1 married  Lydia  Drew,  and  they  make  their  borne 
schools,  and  later  he  attended  school  in  the  village  1 in  Bethefi  Conn.  The  mother  of  this  family 
of  Birmingham,  now  Derby.  In  early  manhood  I died  in  1882,  the  father  in  1883;  they  wre 
he  engaged  in  farming,  and  although  he  has  re-  Methodists  in  religious  faith,  and  in  politics  e 
cently  sold  one  of  his  farms  to  his  son  he  still  1 was  a Democrat. 

manages  the  other.  In  1895  he  removed  to  Der-  Philo  W.  Bates,  whose  name  introduces  these 

by  village,  where  he  has  a handsome  residence,  lines,  received  his  education  at  the  schools  0 

In  i860  he  married  his  first  wife,  Miss  Phoebe  1 Branchville,  Fairfield  county,  working  on  a (arc 
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during  the  summer  season.  In  1856  he  com- 
menced learning  the  marble  and  granite  industry 
in  that  village,  which  he  followed  there  till  1862, 
then  establishing  his  present  business  in  Nor- 
walk. but  continuing  to  reside  in  Branchville  I 
till  1873.  in  that  year  removing  his  family  to 
Norwalk.  On  September  12,  i860,  he  was 

united  in  marriage  at  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  with  | 
with  Flora  A.  Bouton,  who  was  born  in  that 
village,  a daughter  of  Burr  and  Flora  Bouton, 
and  one  child  was  born  to  them:  Nellie  F.,  who 
married  Cornelius  Howard,  of  Norwalk.  1 

Mr.  Bates  is  a lifelong  Democrat,  and  at  one  | 
time,  when  Norwalk  was  a borough,  was  burgess  1 
thereof;  was  also  assessor,  and  member  of  the  j 
board  of  relief.  Socially,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  1 
I.  O.  O.  F.  His  marble  and  granite  works, 
situated  at  No.  42  Water  street,  Norwalk,  are 
operated  by  steam,  and  the  product  never  fails  to  I 
bring  eminent  satisfaction  from  his  many  1 
customers — far  and  near.  i 


SMITH  FOWLER  is  ranked  among  the  most  1 
prosperous  farmers  and  large  land  owners  of  1 
Greenwich  township,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  ! 
he  has.  by  a life  of  industry,  acquired  a fine  farm  1 
of  175  acres,  highly  cultivated  and  improved.  1 
Mr.  Fowler  was  born  May  28,  1839.  in  West-  1 
Chester  county.  N.  V.,  a son  of  Peter  V.  and  i 
Elizabeth  (Nash)  Fowler,  who  emigrated  to  Ohio  ! 
when  he  was  a mere  child,  settling  at  Port  Wash-  I 
ington,  in  Salem  township,  Tuscarawas  county,  j 
The  father  was  a wheelwright,  and  found  plenty  | 
of  work  at  his  trade,  managing  to  support  his  j 
family  very  comfortably  until  his  untimely  1 
death,  which  was  caused  by  cholera  during  the 
epidemic  in  the  latter  ••  forties.”  This  misfortune 
left  his  wife  and  three  young  sons — Clark,  Smith 
and  George  W. — in  somewhat  straitened  circum- 
stances among  comparative  strangers,  and  the 
mother  concluded  that  she  could  do  better  by 
returning  with  her  family  to  her  home  in  the 
East.  Railroads  had  not  yet  penetrated  that 
section  of  Ohio,  so  the  journey  was  made  by 
canal  to  Cleveland,  lake  to  Buffalo,  and  Erie 
canal  to  Albany,  their  destination  being  Port  I 
Chester,  N.  V.,  where  they  lived  for  some  time  j 
with  James  Nash,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Fowler. 
She  survived  her  husband  many  years,  dying  in 
Greenwich  township,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  seventy. 

When  about  ten  years  old  Smith  Fowler 
came  to  Greenwich  township  to  live  with  his 
uncle,  Hanford  Lockwood  (now  deceased),  by  i 
whom  he  was  reared,  and  he  was  fortunate  in-  I 
deed  in  falling  into  such  kind  hands.  He  did  | 


not  have  as  much  opportunity  for  study  in  his 
youth  as  he  might  have  desired,  but  he  was  given 
a practical  introduction  to  all  kinds  of  general 
farm  work,  and  has  become  one  of  the  most 
skillful  agriculturists  in  this  region. 

On  January  1,  1862,  Smith  Fowler  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  D.  Clark.  a native  of  Bedford, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  took  up  their  home  on  his  uncle’s 
farm,  where  they  continued  to  reside  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  In  1891  they  moved  to  the  place 
they  have  since  occupied,  the  condition  of  which 
at  that  time  was  not  to  be  compared  with  its 
present  state.  The  residence  was  ••rickety” 
and  in  need  of  repairs  generally,  but  Mr.  Fowler 
has  changed,  improved  and  added  to  it  until  it 
is  now  a model  of  a comfortable  country  home, 
pleasant  within  and  without,  and  an  improve- 
ment to  the  property  it  stands  upon.  The  land 
has  been  systematically  worked,  and  brings  its 
owner,  than  whom  there  is  no  more  industrious 
farmer  in  Greenwich,  a competence  which  ena- 
bles him  and  his  family  to  enjoy  life  and  help 
others  to  enjoy  it.  Mrs.  Fowler  is  a capable 
manager,  and  has  proved  herself  a worthy  help- 
meet to  her  husband,  taking  her  full  share  of  re- 
sponsibility and  care  in  the  conduct  of  their 
affairs.  Their  domestic  circle  is  a happy  one, 
and  has  been  blessed  with  the  presence  of  one 
son — Hanford  Russell — and  three  daughters — 
Mary  Agnes  C. , Edith  Lydia  and  Fanny  Lavinia. 
The  eldest  daughter,  a charming,  popular  girl, 
was  taken  away  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and 
her  early  death  was  deeply  mourned  by  friends 
and  neighbors  throughout  the  vicinity.  All  the 
daughters  attended  Greenwich  Academy  and  re- 
ceived good  educations,  for  the  township  has  no 
warmer  advocate  of  the  necessity  of  good  schools 
and  teachers  than  Mr.  Fowler.  The  family  be- 
long to  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Fowler  is  a 
Republican,  but  he  takes  no  part  in  politics  ex- 
cept as  a voter. 

Mrs.  Mary  D.  (Clark)  Fowler  was  born  Janu- 
ary 2t,  1838,  in  Bedford,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of 
Uel  Clark,  who  was  a descendant  of  Samuel 
Clark,  Sr.,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  New  Eng- 
land. The  latter  was  born  in  1619,  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  and  came  to  America  in  his  early 
manhood.  Uel  Clark  was  one  of  the  seventh 
generation,  the  lineage  being  traced  as  follows: 
Samuel,  Sr.  (1),  William,  Sr.  (2),  Nathan,  Sr. 
(3),  Stephen  (4),  Cornelius  (5),  Elisha  (6),  Uel 
(7).  Uel  Clark  was  born  June  11,  1804,  and 
died  March  10,  1862.  On  December  28,  1830, 
he  married  Phoebe  Hewlett,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  Edmund  H.,  who  is  now  a resident  of 
Luma,  Holt  Co.,  Neb.  This  wife  dying,  Mr. 
Clark  was  married,  on  December  4,  >836,  to 
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Derrilia  Bunten.  and  to  their  union  came  five 
children:  Mary  D.  (Mrs.  Fowler),  Caroline  (de- 
ceased), Phoebe  (Mrs.  Dykeman.  of  Worcester, 
Mass.),  Elizabeth  (deceased),  and  Agnes  L.  (of 
Greenwich).  Mrs.  Fowler  was  a child  of  four 
years  when  the  family  removed  to  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y..  where  she  lived  up  to  the  age  of 
sixteen,  from  that  time  until  her  marriage  resid- 
ing in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  The  parents  possessed 
wealth  at  one  time,  but  they  met  with  reverses, 
and  Mary  supported  herself  by  sewing,  making 
her  home  with  the  family  of  Professor  Eaton,  of 
Parker  Institute,  for  some  years  prior  to  her 
marriage  with  Mr.  Fowler. 


BUFUS  L COUCH  (deceased),  who  in  his 

lifetime  was  a highly  esteemed  citizen  of 

the  town  of  Bethel,  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  that  locality  for  more  than  half  a cen- 
tury, and  the  strength  and  vigor  which  he  dis- 
played in  his  advanced  years  gives  evidence  of 
the  healthfulness  of  that  time-honored  calling. 

Mr.  Couch  was  born  June  3,  1817,  in  the 
Plum  Tree  district  in  the  town  of  Bethel,  the 
sori  of  Jonathan  and  grandson  of  Elijah  Couch, 
and  is  a descendant  of  an  old  New  York  family. 
Elijah  Couch,  who  was  born  July  29,  1747,  was 
a resident  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y..  where  he 
died  March  19,  1816.  His  wife,  Eunice  (Cop- 
ley), was  born  December  7,  1754,  and  died  May 
8,  1845.  They  had  eleven  children,  whose  names 
with  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  William, 

February  18,  1774;  Samuel,  January  29,  1778; 
Jonathan,  January  15,  1780;  Elijah,  March  14, 
1782;  Mary,  July  20,  1784;  Silas,  June  8,  1786; 
Calvin,  August  14,  1788;  Daniel,  December  15, 
1791;  Ebenezer,  March  23,  1793:  Stephen,  Oc- 
tober 28,  J 797 ; and  Harvey,  June  1.  1800. 

Jonathan  Couch,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  reared  at  the  old  home  in  Sullivan 
county.  N.  Y.,  but  his  later  years  were  spent  in 
this  section.  He  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade 
with  Benjamin  Knapp,  of  Danbury,  and  for  many 
vears  followed  that  business  in  the  Plum  Tree 
district,  town  of  Bethel,  where  his  death  occurred 
April  22,  1853.  He  was  married  February  10, 
1801,  to  Miss  Lydia  Hoyt,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Hoyt.  She  was  born  September  20,  1782,  and 
survived  him  many  years,  dying  on  October  13, 
1870.  They  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  at  Bethel,  and  were  greatly  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
local  affairs,  and  at  times  held  minor  town  offices. 
Of  their  six  children:  (1)  Horace  Hoyt,  born 

July  3.  1804,  married  (first)  Lucy  Stowe,  and 
(second)  Kuanna  Wheeler.  (2)  Charles  W., 


born  January  9,  1807,  married  Lydia  Crofut.  (ji 
Mary  Mahala  (now  deceased),  born  March  23, 
1811,  married  H.  H.  Hodge.  (4)  Eunice  M.. 
born  September  9,  1812,  married  Clark  Polley. 
and  died  April  21,  1853.  (5)  Rufus  Levett,  our 
subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (6) 
Henry  Elijah,  born  March  23,  1821,  married 
Lucinda  Shelton  Post,  and  resides  in  Danbury, 


Mr.  Couch,  whose  name  opens  this  sketch, 
was  always  a resident  of  the  town  of  Bethel,  and 
his  education  was  acquired  in  the  district  school; 
near  the  old  home.  At  an  early  age  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  his  brothers  in  Bethel,  where  he 
learned  the  business  of  comb  making,  and  this 
occupation  he  followed  until  he  was  about  thirty 
years  old.  In  1847  he  engaged  in  farming,  11 
which  he  became  unusually  successful.  On  May 
12,  1840,  he  married  Miss  Laura  Trowbridge, 
daughter  of  Jabez  Trowbridge.  She  was  bom 
October  21,  1813,  and  died  April  30,  i860.  On 
August  22,  i860,  he  formed  a second  matrimo- 
nial union,  this  time  with  Miss  Jane  Babbitt,  who 
died  October  19,  1895.  His  only  daughter, 
Rebecca  Elizabeth,  born  December  5, 1851.  was 
married  February  10,  1876,  to  S.  Ernest  Osborn, 
and  they  had  one  son,  Richard  C.,  born  March 

3,  1887.  The  family  has  always  been  identified 

with  the  Methodist  Church,  and  Mr.  Couch  was 
a leading  member  of  the  Bethel  Methodist  Church 

He  died  May  21,  1898. 

The  late  S.  Ernest  Osborn,  Mr.  Couch's  son- 
in-law,  was  born  June  15,  1854,  in  the  Ridge- 
bury  District  of  the  town  of  Ridgefield,  this  coun- 
ty, and  was  the  second  son  of  Isaac  Osborn,  a 


prominent  citizen.  His  education  was  begun  in 
the  district  schools  of  that  locality,  and  later  he 
attended  a private  school  conducted  by  Hon 
William  O.  Seymour,  at  Wilton.  In  early  man- 
hood he  engaged  in  farming,  and  after  residing 
for  short  periods  at  Bethel  and  Redding,  be  re- 
moved to  North  Salem,  N.  Y.,  where  he  oper- 
ated a farm  known  as  the  William  Howe  place- 
Finally  he  located  on  a stock  farm  at  Dinpe 
Ridge,  near  Brewsters,  N.  Y.,  where  he  diec 
August  6,  1893,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight.  He 
was  a young  man  of  excellent  qualities,  and  bi> 
early  death  caused  sincere  grief  among  a lsr?f 


circle  of  friends. 


JrrOHN  W.  BUTTERY,  one  of  the  enterpns- 
| prising  and  successful  citizens  of  New  U- 
naan,  Fairfield  county,  was  born  int!‘ 
town  May  1 5,  1 842.  He  is  a son  of  Silas  Bu- 
tery,  and  a grandson  of  Hezekiah  Buttery.  "Dt 
came  from  Virginia  to  Connecticut  many  )e!t5 
ago,  settling  in  New  Canaan. 
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Silas  Buttery  was  born  in  New  Canaan,  was 
reared  and  educated  there,  and  passed  his  entire 
life  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Slauson,  who  was  also  a native  of  New 
Canaan,  and  the  following  named  children  came 
to  bless  this  union:  Elias  (now  deceased),  who 

served  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  17th  Conn. 

V.  ].;  Hannah  (Mrs.  Henry  F.  Guthrie),  living 
in  the  town  of  Norwalk,  Fairfield  county;  Ru- 
fus, who  is  a resident  of  the  town  of  Norwalk; 
Sarah  (Mrs.  William  E.  Lane),  of  Norwalk;  John 

W.  ; Samuel,  of  Wilton,  Fairfield  county;  and 
Frank,  of  Norwalk.  The  father  was  a member 
of  the  M.  E.  Church 

During  his  boyhood  John  W.  Buttery  lived 
in  the  Silver  Mine  District,  where  he  received 
all  his  education,  attending  the  neighboring 
school.  Having  decided  to  learn  the  wood- 
turner’s trade,  he  served  a seven-years'  appren- 
ticeship under  Henry  F.  Guthrie,  and  since  1866 
has  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  on  his 
own  account.  On  April  16  of  that  year,  he 
purchased  the  Betts  mill,  in  Silver  Mine,  which 
he  rebuilt,  and  in  it  he  has  conducted  his  busi- 
ness ever  since  with  most  gratifying  success,  sup- 
plying a profitable  and  constantly  growing  trade. 
He  does  no  custom  work,  having  a regular  pat- 
ronage for  the  product  of  his  mill.  Mr.  But- 
tery deserves  to  be  called  a self-made  man,  for 
self-made  he  certainly  is.  having  attained  his 
present  honorable  and  comfortable  position  in 
life  solely  through  his  own  efforts.  He  has  es- 
tablished and  built  up  a business  of  which  he 
may  well  be  proud,  and  proved  that  lack  of 
financial  means  to  start  with  is  not  always  a draw- 
back to  success.  His  standing  in  the  community 
is  assured,  and  he  is  at  present  serving  as  first 
selectman  of  New  Canaan,  this  being  his  third 
term,  discharging  the  duties  of  that  office  in  a 
most  creditable  manner.  Mr.  Buttery  is  a firm 
believer  in  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

Our  subject  was  married  June  11,  1861,  in 
New  Canaan,  to  Permelia,  daughter  of  William 
Northrup,  of  Ridgefield.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  Minnie  F.,  and  Fred,  who 

married  Lulu  Thompson. 


PATRICK  V.  McDONOUGH,  a prominent 
_ business  man  of  Bridgeport,  proprietor  of  a 
well-established  grocery  and  liquor  business 
which  he  conducts  in  the  building  recently 
erected  by  himself  at  the  corner  of  Oak  and 
George  streets,  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born  in 
County  Sligo  in  1845. 

Michael  McDonough,  father  of  our  subject, 


and  of  the  same  nativity,  died  there,  having 
never  left  Ireland,  where  he  was  a lifelong 
farmer.  He  married  Mary  Verdon,  also  of 
County  Sligo,  and  seven  children  were  born  to 
them,  named  respectively:  Mary,  Bridget,  Mar- 

garet, Catherine.  Winifred,  Patrick  V.  and 
Michael.  Of  these,  Mary  is  unmarried  and  is 
living  at  No.  10  Oak  street,  Bridgeport;  Bridget 
married  Patrick  Reeves,  of  Bridgeport,  who  is 
now  deceased;  Margaret  died  in  Plattsburgh, 
N.  V.,  unmarried;  Catherine  married  Edmund 
Dailey,  and  both  died  in  Bridgeport;  Winifred 
wedded  Thomas  Laydon,  of  Springfield,  Mass. ; 
Patrick  V.  is  the  subject  of  this  memoir;  and 
Michael  is  farming  the  old  homestead  in  County 
Sligo,  Ireland. 

Patrick  V.  McDonough  remained  in  his  na- 
tive land,  working  on  his  father’s  farm,  until  he 
was  twenty-three  years  old,  at  which  time,  in 
1868,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating 
first  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  found  employ- 
ment as  shipping  clerk  in  one  of  the  freight 
offices  of  the  Lake  Erie  railroad,  remaining  there 
from  t868  till  1872.  In  the  latter  year  he  came 
to  Bridgeport,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
After  working  for  some  time  in  a spring  and  axle 
factory  in  the  city,  he  opened  a grocery  and 
liquor  business  on  Oak  street,  remaining  at  that 
stand  until  1897,  in  which  year  he  built  and  re- 
moved to  his  present  place  of  business  on  the 
corner  of  Oak  and  George  streets,  where  he  en- 
joys a fine  trade  and  a wide  patronage. 

In  his  political  predilections  Mr.  McDonough 
is  a Democrat,  but  is  no  office-seeker,  his  time 
being  closely  devoted  to  his  business  interests. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus, of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  (Ameri- 
can). and  of  other  societies;  in  religious  faith  he 
is  a Roman  Catholic.  Honest  and  upright  in  all 
his  dealings,  he  has  won  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact, 
and  the  warth  regard  of  many  friends.  Mr.  Mc- 
Donough is  unmarried. 


7R  BSALOM  VINCENT,  a prominent  agricult- 
urist  and  dairyman  in  the  King  Street  Dis- 
trict. town  of  Danbury,  owns  a beautiful  farm  of 
more  than  two  hundred  and  ninety  acres,  which 
he  keeps  in  an  admirable  state  of  cultivation. 
He  keeps  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  cows 
in  his  dairy,  and  is  the  leading  milk  dealer  of  his 
locality,  one  of  his  customers,  the  De  Klyn  Bak- 
ery, at  Danbury,  having  been  supplied  by  him 
for  thirty  years  past. 

Mr.  Vincent  was  bom  February  9,  1827,  in 
South  Dover, Dutchess  Co.,N.  Y.,  a son  of  Leon- 
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ard  and  Lydia  (Cary)  Vincent.  His  father,  who 
was  born  in  i; — in  The  Ciove,  near  Poughkeep- 
sie, N.  Y.,  was  a farmer  in  Dutchess  county  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  in  June.  1 876.  The 
mother  was  born  in  the  town  of  South  Dover,  in 
17 — , and  died  in  April,  1880.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Elliot)  Cary, 
and  her  grandfather  Elliot  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  army.  To  Leonard  and  Lydia 
Vincent  five  children  were  born:  Egbert,  de- 

ceased; Job,  who  died  in  1 888 ; Absalom,  our 
subject;  Delia,  now  living  at  Sherman,  Conn.; 
and  Mary  Ann,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Vincent,  our  subject,  received  a district- 
school  education  in  his  native  town,  and  having 
been  reared  upon  a farm  naturally  engaged  in 
agricultural  work  when  he  began  to  earn  his  own 
livelihood,  although  he  was  employed  at  times  in 
other  lines  of  business.  In  1856  he  bought  a 
farm  at  New  Fairfield,  in  this  county,  two  years 
later  disposing  of  it,  however,  but  continuing  to 
reside  there  for  some  time.  In  18 >59  he  pur- 
chased another  farm  in  the  same  town,  which  he 
sold  in  1863,  and  for  seven  years  following  he 
rented  land  in  the  Pembroke  District,  near  Dan- 
bury. and  conducted  a milk  route  in  that  city. 
In  1870  he  purchased  sixty  acres  at  his  present 
home,  and  by  additions  from  time  to  time  has  in- 
creased the  size  of  the  place  until  it  is  now  one 
of  the  best  farms  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Vin- 
cent is  one  of  the  stanch  Republicans  of  his 
town. 

In  1852  Mr.  Vincent  married  Miss  Harriet  l 
Walker,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Alma  (Stocker) 
Walker,  and  after  a long  and  happy  wedded  life 
both  are  spared  to  cheer  each  other  and  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  past  labors  in  well-earned  leis- 
ure. They  have  had  two  children:  Austin,  born 

September  18,  1852,  and  Albert,  who  was  born 
August  26.  1 861 , and  died  January  13,  1876. 

Austin  Vincent  resides  at  the  farm,  and  as  a 
successful  manager  does  credit  to  his  early  train- 
ing. He  was  married  in  1881  to  Miss  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Culliton,  of  Chateaugay.  Franklin  Co. , N.  Y., 
daughter  of  Pierce  and  Mary  (Graham)  Culliton. 
Five  children  weie  born  of  this  union:  Harriet, 

Nettie,  Lydia,  Albert  and  Mary  Elizabeth. 
Austin  Vincent  is  a member  of  Samaritan  Lodge 
No.  7,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Danbury,  and  he  and  his 
wife  attend  the  M.  E.  Church  and  are  interested 
in  its  various  lines  of  work. 


J [TAMES  FRANKLIN  ELWOOD,  a farmer  of 
j Greens  Farms  in  the  town  of  Westport, 
x Fairfield  county,  and  the  general  agent,  for 
the  State,  of  the  E.  Frank  Coe  Company  Fertil- 


izers, of  New  York,  is  a native  of  the  town  in 
which  he  resides. 

Born  on  Christmas  Day,  1858,  Mr.  Elwood 
is  a son  of  Capt.  John  B.  Elwood,  and  a grand- 
son of  Eliakim  Elwood,  both  of  whom  were 
farmers  of  the  town  of  Westport,  where  they  were 
born,  and  where  they  passed  their  lives.  Elia- 
kim Elwood  was  born  October  24,  1786.  He 
married  Lydia  Bennett,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 22,  1789.  They  were  a good,  upright  couple, 
plain  and  unassuming  in  manner,  yet  the  best  ol 
neighbors  and  citizens.  In  their  religious  faith 
they  were  Congregationalists,  and  politically  he 
was  a Democrat.  Both  died  on  the  farm.  Their 
marriage  was  blessed  with  children  as  follows: 
Munson  (now  deceased),  born  in  1812,  was  a 
shoemaker  in  Southport;  Shelton,  born  in  1814, 
was  a sea  captain  and,  later,  a painter  of  West- 
port;  John  B.,  father  ol  our  subject,  is  referred 
to  farther  on;  Charles  B.  (now  deceased),  bora 
in  1823,  was  a sea  captain;  Edward  B.,  bora  in 
1826,  a carpenter  by  trade,  is  now  a farmer  re- 
siding in  New  Canaan;  Frederick  (now deceased), 
born  in  1 828,  was  a carpenter  and  resided  at 
Bridgeport;  and  Mary  Cornelia  (now  deceased) 
was  born  in  1831. 

John  B.  Elwood  was  born  December  17, 
1820,  on  the  home  farm  where  he  was  reared, 
and  attended  the  neighborhood  schools.  He 
went  to  sea,  and  for  a number  of  years  led  a sea- 
faring life,  then  returned  to  the  farm,  there 
reared  his  children,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  In  5848,  he  was  married  to 
Margaret  D.  Van  Wagner,  and  three  children 
blessed  the  union,  namely:  Mary C.  is  a teacher 

in  Norwalk;  William  F.  resides  at  Southport, 
but  is  in  business  in  New  Haven;  and  George  E 
is  a grocer  in  Bridgeport.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  September  25,  1855,  and  the  father  was 
again  married,  this  time,  April  24,  1856,  to  Mary 
S.  Banks,  who  was  born  May  13,  1829,  in  the 
town  of  Westport,  a daughter  of  Alson  and  Luo 
(Chapman)  Banks,  and  to  the  union  came  five 
children,  namely:  John  H.,  born  December  24- 

1856,  is  a farmer  of  Greens  Farms,  in  the  town 
of  Westport;  James  F.  is  our  subject;  Lewis  E-, 
born  February  17,  1863,  is  in  the  fertilizer  busi- 
ness in  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Lucy  B.,  born  May  26. 
i 1866,  and  Minnie  S. , born  March  8,  1872,  reside 
i at  Greens  Farms.  The  parents  died,  the  father 
1 January  8,  1873,  and  the  mother  July  4. 1884 

! Both  were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
1 and  were  endeared  to  the  community  for  their 
1 many  excellencies  of  character.  In  politics  the 
j father  was  a Democrat. 

James  Franklin  Elwood,  our  subject,  better 
I known  as  J.  Frank  Elwood,  was  reared  on  the 
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farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  his  father  having 
purchased  it  when  the  son  was  four  years  old. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  town  and 
also  Greens  Farms  Academy,  quitting  school  at 
about  seventeen  years  of  age.  His  chief  occu- 
pation has  been  farming,  although  he  has  in  the 
past  been  engaged  in  the  fertilizer  business,  and 
as  he  is  now  traveling  much  of  the  time,  conse- 
quently his  farming  operations  are  left  to  other 
hands,  he  looking  after  the  management  only. 
He  has  a neat  and  comfortable  home,  and  en- 
joys life.  He  is  identified  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Greens  Farms,  of  which  Church 
he  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school, 
an  office  he  has  held  some  eleven  years,  a longer 
period  than  any  of  his  predecessors.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Grange;  also  of  the  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity. Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  and  is 
at  this  time  a member  of  the  school  board  of 
Westport.  He  is  an  esteemed  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen.  Mr.  Elwood  is  unmarried. 


HEODORE  JUDSON,  a highly-esteemed 
resident  of  Stratford,  is  a representative  of 
a family  which  has  been  identified  with  that 
locality  for  several  generations,  and  has  always 
been  noted  for  thrift,  enterprise  and  sturdy  in- 
dustry. The  first  of  the  family  of  whom  we 
have  a definite  account  is  Ephraim  Judson,  our 
subject's  grandfather,  w-ho  was  born  in  Stratford 
and  passed  his  life  there,  following  farming  and 
weaving  for  a livelihood.  He  married,  and  had 
two  sons;  Curtis,  our  subiect’s  father,  and 
Aguar,  who  was  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Strat- 
ford. 

Curtis  Judson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Stratford,  March  20,  1804,  and  for 
many  years  he  followed  the  shoemaker’s  trade, 
his  death  occurring  April  28,  1888.  In  politics 
he  was  a Republican,  and  he  was  active  in  re- 
ligious work  as  a member  of  the  Congregational- 
1st  Church.  On  June  20.  1831.  he  married  Miss 
Delia  Stowe,  who  was  born  March  5.  1812,  a 
native  of  Milford,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.  Our 
subject  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  four  children,  j 
the  others  being  as  follows:  William  C.  (de-  j 

ceased)  was  employed  fur  many  years  by  the  | 
Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufacturing  Company,  at 
Bridgeport;  Henry  (deceased l was  a wood  turner 
in  Bridgeport;  and  Charles  F.  is  a resident  of  | 
Stratford.  1 

Theodore  Judson  was  born  September  29,  j 
1833,  at  the  old  home  in  Stratford,  and  after  at-  1 
tending  the  common  schools  of  the  town  for  a time  1 
he  pursued  a more  advanced  course  in  the  academy.  1 
He  then  learned  the  saddler’s  trade,  which  he  ! 


followed  for  some  time,  but  later  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufacturing 
Company,  with  whom  he  remained  about  thirty- 
three  years,  his  faithful  and  efficient  service  gain- 
ing for  him  the  entire  confidence  of  the  members 
of  that  well-known  firm.  By  judicious  manage- 
ment he  succeeded  in  gaining  a comfortable  com- 
petence and  at  present  he  is  living  in  retirement. 
While  he  has  not  been  active  in  political  affairs, 
he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  is  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides, 
assisting  in  various  progressive  movements  and 
contributing  to  the  work  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  On  October  23,  1863,  he  married  Miss 
Susan  Francis  Benjamin,  daughter  of  William 
H.  and  Cynthia  A.  (M-cEwen)  Benjamin,  of 
Stratford,  and  granddaughter  of  Gideon  Benja- 
min, who  conducted  the  “ Benjamin  House”  in 
Stratford,  and  once  had  Gen.  LaFayette  as  his 
guest.  Two  children  have  blessed  this  union: 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  Sherman  B.  Mallett,  a resident 
of  Hartford,  Conn.,  now  in  the  employ  of  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Railroad 
Company;  and  Edmund,  who  is  employed  in  a 
bank  at  Bridgeport;  he  married  Miss  Ida  Atwood, 
daughter  of  Charles  Atwood,  of  Stratford. 


m UGUST  H.  LIEBERUM,  a leading  grocer 
jMl,  of  Bridgeport,  is  a man  whose  energy  and 
practical  sagacity  have  won  for  him  an  enviable 
reputation  in  business  circles,  and  the  following 
j account  of  his  career  will  be  read  with  interest: 

Mr.  Lieberum  derives  his  ability  from  thrifty 
German  ancestry,  and  his  father,  Henry  Lieberum, 
a well-known  retired  resident  of  Bridgeport,  was 
born  in  Cassel,  Germany,  whence  he  came  to  the 
United  States  when  fourteen  years  old,  locating 
first  in  New  York  City.  Later  he  engaged  in 
business  there  as  a grocer,  continuing  twenty-two 
years,  and  then  he  removed  to  Bridgeport,  where 
he  carried  on  the  same  business  for  two  years 
before  his  retirement.  He  married  Miss  Amelia 
Guthardt,  also  a native  of  Cassel,  Germany,  and 
they  have  had  four  children,  as  follows:  Anna 
married  Frederick  Granau,  of  New  .York  City; 
August  H.  is  our  subject;  Marie  is  at  home;  and 
William  is  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  New  York  City,  July 
12.  1870,  and  during  boyhood  he  learned  the 
jeweler’s  trade  there,  after  which  he  followed  the 
trade  of  manufacturing  jeweler  for  six  and  one- 
half  years.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  catne  to 
Bridgeport,  where,  on  September  4,  1890,  he 
engaged  in  the  retail  grocery  business  at  No.  400 
Pembroke  street,  corner  of  Maple  street,  with  his 
father,  and  which  continued  for  two  years,  his 
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father  then  retiring  from  business.  He  has  built- 
up  a large  and  lucrative  trade. 

On  February  21,  1898,  Mr.  Lieberum  married 
Miss  Mane  L.  Rohe,  a native  of  Bremem,  Ger- 
many. They  are  both  popular  in  social  life  of 
Bridgeport.  Mr.  Lieberum  belongs  to  Pequon- 
nock  Lodge  No.  4,  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  in  religion 
he  inclines  to  the  Lutheran  faith,  of  which  his 
ancestors  for  many  generations  past  were  devout 
adherents.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party. 

TJ)  1CHARD  WALDO  OSBORN  is  a descend- 
Jfji  ant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  New  Eng- 
land, his  ancestors  having  come  from  London, 
•England,  to  this  country  as  early  as  1634,  in 
which  year  Capt.  Richard  Osborn  located  in 
Hingham,  Mass.,  among  its  first  settlers.  The 
line  of  descent  in  the  mother  country  can  also  be 
traced  far  back,  one  Osborn  (first  name  un- 
known) having  come  to  England  in  the  train  of 
William  the  Conqueror.  The  name  signifies' 
“Great  Bear,”  and  the  family  coat  of  arms  car- 
ries out  the  same  idea. 

Capt.  Richard  Osborn,  above  mentioned,  did 
not  remain  long  in  Massachusetts,  as  he  is  soon 
heard  of  in  Connecticut,  and  he  served  in  the 
Pequot  war  in  1637.  Prior  to  1640  he  removed 
to  New  Haven,  and  in  1653  took  up  his  abode 
in  Fairfield,  where  he  was  still  living  in  1671. 
He  had  two  sons:  (1)  Capt.  John  Osborn,  of 

Fairfield,  who  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  James 
Bennett,  before  1673.  and  died  in  1709;  and  (2) 
David,  also  of  Fairfield,  who  married  Abigail 
Pinckney  (daughter  of  Philip  Pinckney),  of  East 
Chester,  N.  Y.,  whither  he  had  removed,  being 
a proprietor  of  East  Chester  as  early  as  1665; 
David  Osborn  died  in  1679,  and  on  November 
10,  that  year,  his  widow  was  appointed  adminis- 
tratrix of  his  estate.  Beginning  with  the  third 
generation  in  this  country,  our  subject  traces  his 
descent  on  the  paternal  side  as  follows:  (3) 

David  Osborn  married  Dorothy — ; (4)  Will- 

iam Osborn  married  Elizabeth  Turney;  (5)  Isaac 
Osborn  married  Martha  Higgins;  (6)  Isaac  Os- 
born married  Hannah  Knapp;  (7)  Isaac  Osborn, 
father  of  R.  W.  Osborn,  married  Caroline  Pris- 
cilla Osborn,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ann  (Bron- 
son) Osborn.  On  the  maternal  side  also,  as  will 
be  seen,  his  first  ancestor  was  the  Capt.  Richard 
Osborn  above  spoken  of;  (2)  David  Osborn  mar- 
ried Abigail  Pinckney;  (3)  Richard  Osborn  mar- 
ried Sarah (he  first  chose  as  his  guardian 

his  uncle,  John  Pinckney,  of  Eastchester,  N.  Y., 
and  later,  in  March,  1689  or  1690,  chose  his 
uncle,  John  Osborn,  of  Fairfield,  Conn.  He 


bought  land  in  Ridgefield  June  4,  1713,  of  Rich- 
ard Whitney,  and  his  ten  children  are  recorded 
there,  though  it  seems  that  only  three  were  bora 
there);  (4)  David  Osborn,  born  in  November, 
1700,  married  Rachel  Keeler  (he  was  the  first  ol 
the  family  to  settle  on  the  property  at  Stans 
Plain,  which  was  owned  successively  by  his soo, 
David,  grandson  James,  great-grandson  Richard 
and  great-great-grandson  James,  who  sold  it  some 
years  ago);  (5)  David  Osborn,  born  September 
25,  1729;  (6)  James  Osborn,  born  December* 
1766;  (7)  Richard  Osborn,  born  July  29,1801. 

Isaac  Osborn,  the  paternal  great-grandfather 
of  Richard  W.  Osborn,  was  born  September  6, 
1740,  and  died  in  1816.  He  married  Martha 
Higgins,  who  was  born  October  it,  1745. an<* 
died  in  1823.  The  record  of  their  children  is  as 
follows:  Mabel,  bom  February  4,  1764,  died 
April  8,  1847;  Hannah,  born  September  10, 
1769,  died  March  19,  1789;  Jasper,  born  July 
19.  1771,  died  December  1 1.  1773;  Mary,  bora 
May  11,  1774;  Isaac,  born  March  11, 1776. died 
March  25,  1850;  Sarah,  born  April  22,  1779, died 
April  22,  1843;  Aaron,  born  February  27,  178'. 
died  in  1807;  Turney,  born  May  19,  1782,  died 
I September  12,  1855;  Samuel,  born  December 
I 29,  1787,  died  July  18.  1870. 

Isaac  Osborn,  born  March  11,  1776,  married 
Hannah  Knapp,  who  was  born  March  26,  t/8i- 
They  had  a family  of  twelve  children,  as  follows: 
(1)  Thier,  born  April  15,  1800,  married  Eben 
Treadwell,  of  Lyons  Plains.  (2)  William,  bora 

June  10,  1802,  married  Anna 3 )Knapp, 

born  September  8,  1804,  married  Katherine 
Nash;  he  was  a wagon  maker  by  occupation.  (4) 
Aaron,  born  July  19,  1808,  married  a Miss  Rock- 
well, and  died  in  Texas;  he  was  a shoemaker 
(5)  George,  born  September  4,  1810,  married 
Sarah  Goodsell.  (6)  Polly,  born  November  so, 
1812,  married  William  Nichols.  (7)  Edmond, 
born  December  26,  1814.  married  Mary-  "■ 
he  lived  for  a time  in  Philadelphia,  but  finally 
removed  to  Texas  at  the  time  of  its  separation 
from  Mexico,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  0 

his  life,  engaged  in  merchandising,  in  which  be 

was  very  successful  financially;  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Texan  war,  doing  good  service  under 
Gen.  Sam  Houston.  (8)  James,  born  December 
26,  1817,  married  Fanny  Jelliff.  (9!  Isaac,  bora 
August  16,  1819,  married  Caroline  Pr«l|a 
Osborn.  (10)  Hannah,  born  March  2°.  ’“2| 
married  Thomas  Lounsbury.  (11)  Samuel,  bora 
November  16,  1825,  married  Harriet  Squire; 
learned  the  tailor’s  trade,  which  he  followed, 
and  in  connection  with  his  brothers  also  spec0- 
lated  in  stock  to  some  extent.  (12)  Charles,  bora 
January  30,  1829,  married  Amelia 1 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


789 


father  of  this  large  family  was,  like  his  ancestors, 
a farmer,  and  his  sons,  with  the  few  exceptions 
mentioned,  followed  in  his  footsteps.  The  entire 
family  seems  to  have  a fondness  for  the  business 
of  stock  handling. 

Isaac  Osborn,  father  of  our  subject,  farmed 
on  the  parental  homestead  until  he  was  twenty- 
four  years  old,  when  he  married.  The  first  farm 
he  bought  for  himself  was  in  the  Bennetts  Farms 
District,  and  later,  in  1858,  he  purchased  of  Amos 
Smith  a tract  of  about  eighty  acres  at  Ridgefield  to 
which  he  added  twenty-one  acres,  the  property 
now  occupied  by  his  son,  Richard  W.  Until  1868 
he  engaged  in  farming  exclusively,  and  in  that  year, 
selling  the  place  just  spoken  of,  bought  the  Starrs 
Plain  farm,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  de- 
voted his  time  for  the  next  three  years.  His 
next  venture  was  in  the  cattle  business,  which  he 
followed  for  some  years,  operating  on  an  exten- 
sive scale.  He  made  many  trips  to  northern  and 
western  New  York,  buying  stock  which  he  brought 
east  to  sell,  and  was  successful  in  this  line,  being 
one  of  the  largest  stock  dealers  in  his  section  of 
the  country.  In  his  later  years  he  became  inter- 
ested. with  his  son,  in  the  lumber  business.  Dur- 
ing his  earlier  years  Mr.  Osborn  was  a teacher, 
and  the  habits  of  reading  and  study  then  formed 
made  him  known  eventually  as  a well-informed 
man.  He  had  strong  personal  characteristics, 
was  possessed  of  considerable  natural  ability  as  a 
business  man,  and  was  capable,  energetic,  and 
determined  in  all  he  undertook.  As  might  be  ex- 
pected, he  was  always  active  and  prominent  in 
the  affairs  of  his  locality,  but  he  never  sought 
office. 

Isaac  Osborn  married  Caroline  P.  Osborn, 
and  they  reared  a family  of  five  children,  viz.: 
Sarah  Ann  Eliza,  born  March  6,  1845;  Richard 
Waldo,  born  November  1 1,  1850;  S.  Ernest,  born 
June  15,  1855;  Jessie  Mandana,  born  December 
28,  1862;  and  Caroline  Winifred,  born  May  5, 
1867.  The  eldest  daughter  married  Peter  M. 
Osborn,  and  lives  at  Danbury,  Conn.  Ernest 
was  married  on  February  to,  1876,  to  Rebecca 
Couch,  and  died  August  6,  1893.  ieavingone  son, 
Richard  Couch  Osborn.  Jesse  died  August  29, 
1864.  Caroline  W.  is  living  with  her  brother 
Richard.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a faith- 
ful member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
He  died  December  1,  1894,  being  preceded  to 
the  grave  by  the  mother,  who  passed  away  Jan- 
uary 11,  1884. 

Richard  W.  Osborn  was  engaged  as  his  fa- 
ther’s assistant  in  business  until  September, 
>879,  when  he  took  up  the  lumber  interests 
which  have  since  occupied  his  attention.  The 
firm  was  originally  I.  Osborn  & Son,  but  in 
49 


March,  1895,  William  A.  Gilbert  was  admitted 
to  partnership,  and  the  name  changed  to  Osborn 
& Gilbert.  They  have  a trade  which  they  are 
constantly  increasing,  and  do  a thriving  busi- 
ness, being  the  only  firm  of  importance  in  their 
line  in  this  section.  Mr.  Osborn  is  a great  reader, 
and  keeps  well  up  with  the  times  in  every  way. 
In  political  sentiment  he  is  a strong  Republican, 
as  was  his  father  before  him;  his  grandfather 
was  a Whig.  Mr.  Osborn  has  been  registrar  of 
voters,  but  has  held  no  other  public  office,  his 
business  affairs  occupying  all  his  time  and  at- 
tention. 

On  August  30,  1893,  he  wedded  Miss  Annie 
Talman,  daughter  of  Alfred  Talman,  of  Spring 
Valley,  Rockland  Co.,  N.  Y.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Ridgefield  M.  E.  Church,  in  the  wel- 
fare of  which  they  take  an  active  interest.  Fra- 
ternally, Mr.  Osborn  is  a member  of  the  F.  & 
A.  M.,  being  affiliated  with  Jerusalem  Lodge  No. 
49,  of  Ridgefield. 


F)ATRICK  KENNELLY.  This  well  known 
_ business  man  of  Bridgeport  enjoys  in  a 
marked  degree  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fel- 
low citizens,  his  ability,  honesty  and  enterprise 
in  private  life,  and  his  loyal  support  of  all  meas- 
ures for  the  promotion  of  the  public  welfare, 
winning  the  confidence  of  all  classes. 

Mr.  Kennelly  was  born  January  15,  1846,  in 
County  Kerry,  Ireland,  in  the  town  of  Listowel, 
where  his  family  has  resided  for  several  genera- 
tions. His  parents,  John  and  Catherine  (Slat- 
tery) Kennelly,  who  were  both  also  natives  of 
Listowel.  came  to  America  in  1862  and  settled 
in  Holyoke,  Mass.,  where  their  last  days  were 
spent.  They  had  nine  children:  Honora,  who 
married  Michael  Shine,  now  the  oldest  member 
of  the  police  force  at  Holyoke;  Patrick,  our  sub- 
ject; Thomas,  who  died  when  twenty-one  years 
old;  Ellen  (deceased),  who  was  a successful 
school  teacher  in  Holyoke,  Mass.;  Margaret; 
Mary,  Annie  and  Catharine,  none  of  whom  are 
married;  and  Bridget  (twin  of  Catharine),  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject’s  education  was  begun  in  a pri- 
vate school  in  his  native  town,  and  later  he 
attended  a national  school  in  same  place.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  years  (in  i860)  he  came  to 
the  United  States,  and  at  Holyoke,  Mass.,  began 
an  apprenticeship  with  the  Whiting  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  but  the  business  being  not  long 
afterward  sold  out  he  finished  his  apprentice- 
ship to  the  machinist’s  trade  with  the  Ames  Manu- 
facturing Company,  at  Chicopee,  Mass.  On  com- 
pleting his  term  of  five  years  he  worked  at  various 
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places  in  New  England,  and  in  1868  settled  at 
Bridgeport,  where  he  was  first  employed  by  the 
Union  Metalic  Cartridge  Company.  Later  he 
worked  for  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Company  as  tool 
maker,  for  some  time,  and  in  1893  he  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business,  meeting  with  success  from 
the  start.  For  some  years  he  has  also  been  interest- 
ed in  the  artesian-well  business.  Mr.  Kennelly  is 
a stanch  Democrat,  being  an  active  worker  in 
the  local  Democratic  Club,  and  his  interest  in  po- 
litical questions  led  him  into  public  life  soon  after 
his  arrival  in  Bridgeport.  In  1 873  he  was  elected 
to  the  common  council  from  the  Third  ward,  and 
during  his  term  he  served  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  Streets  and  Sidewalks.  In  1 883  he 
was  again  chosen  to  the  council,  and  in  1885  he 
was  elected  alderman,  a position  which  he  held 
two  years,  serving  as  a member  of  the  Roads  and 
Bridges  Commissioners.  He  has  also  served  two 
years  as  street  commissioner,  three  years  as  tax 
collector,  and  two  years  as  a member  of  the  board 
of  apportionment  and  taxation.  The  temperance 
movement  has  found  in  him  an  active  champion, 
and  at  one  time  he  was  first  vice-president  of  the 
Catholic  Total  Abstinence  Association  Union  of 
Connecticut.  He  was  also  delegate  to  the  Nation- 
al Total  Abstinence  Union  held  in  Philadelphia  in 
July,  1876,  from  Connecticut.  He  is  a leading 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church  at  Bridgeport, 
and  belongs  to  various  social  societies,  including 
the  Catholic  Benevolent  Legion,  and  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  of  which  he  was  a charter  member. 

In  November,  1869,  Mr.  Kennelly  married 
Miss  Bridget  Maloney,  a native  of  Canada,  who 
died  in  August,  1884.  In  1886  he  married  Mrs. 
Ellen  Hanrahan.  ne'e  Hilley,  of  Stamford,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Hilley,  a native  of  Ireland.  By  the 
first  marriage  he  had  five  children:  John,  Mary. 
William  (who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one), 
Frank  and  Catherine.  There  are  three  children 
by  the  second  marriage:  Honora,  Edward  and 

Julia- 

Charles  edward  huntington,  a 

prominent  resident  of  Shelton,  holds  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  inspector  and  foreman  of 
the  packing  department  of  the  Derby  Silver 
Company,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem,  not  only 
by  his  employers,  but  by  the  people  of  that  com- 
munity in  general. 

Mr.  Huntington  derives  his  sterling  qualities 
of  character  from  English  ancestry,  and  his 
grandfather,  Thomas  Huntington,  a manufacturer 
of  calicoes,  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come 
to  America,  locating  at  Bridgeport,  this  county, 
about  1825  with  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Cotton), 


and  several  children.  After  his  arrival  he  con- 
tinued the  manufacture  of  prints  for  many  yean 
at  Bridgeport. 

Charles  Huntington,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  London,  England,  in  1810. 
and  became  a chemist,  devoting  much  of  bis 
time  in  early  manhood  to  the  preparation  ol 
dyes  for  his  father's  goods.  He  accompanied 
his  parents  to  America,  and  after  residing  fa 
some  years  in  Bridgeport  removed  to  New  York 
City,  where  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business  with 
his  uncle.  About  1850  he  became  interested  it 
an  electro-silver  plating  company  in  New  Haven, 
and  ten  years  later  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1873.  Politically, 
he  was  a Republican,  and  he  was  active  in  relig- 
ious work  as  a member  of  the  Baptist  Chord 
serving  as  deacon  for  many  years.  His  wile, 
Frances  (Peace),  a native  of  Manchester,  Eng- 
land, died  in  1891  at  the  age  of  eighty.  They 
had  four  children:  Frances,  who  married  William 
Dunne,  of  New  York,  and  died  in  1884;  Mary 
Jane,  wife  of  John  H.  Eccleston,  of  Brooklyn: 
Charles  E. , our  subject;  and  Penelope,  wiled 
Charles  Phillips,  of  Brooklyn. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  28, 1 837,  in  Bridge 
port,  and  was  about  two  years  old  when  bis 
parents  removed  to  New  York  City.  For  some 
time  he  attended  school  in  that  city,  then, in 
1850,  entered  a school  in  Brooklyn,  where  he 
pursued  higher  branches  of  study.  In  >857  ^ 
went  to  New  Haven,  and  there  learned  the  silver- 
plating  business,  remaining  until  the  fall  oi  i860. 
Alter  spending  a short  time  in  Baltimore,  Md„ 
he  returned  to  New  Haven  fora  year,  and  late 
was  employed  at  his  trade  in  Brooklyn,  low 
he  engaged  in  the  electro-plating  business  on  bis 
own  account  in  New  York  City,  whence,  ail# 
about  fourteen  years,  he  removed  to  Middletown- 
Conn.,  entering  the  employ  of  the  Middletown 
Plate  Company,  with  which  he  remained  tbr# 
years.  In  1882  he  became  connected  with t 
, Derby  Silver  Company,  and  his  skill  and  efficiency 
make  him  one  of  their  most  trusted  emplo)*- 
In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  butts® 
especially  active  in  party  work. 

On  October  19,  i860,  Captain  Hunting^ 
married  Miss  Sarah  A.  Huntley,  daughter  0 
Albert  and  Mary  J.  Huntley,  well  known  r**" 
dents  of  Madison,  Conn.  Their  only  ^ ^ 
ward  G.,  is  now  a clerk  in  the  office  ol  t- 
Corbin,  manufacturers  of  hardware  in  N#*1? 
ain.  Conn.  The  family  is  prominent  soo  .- 
and  Captain  Huntington  and  his  wife  are  1 * ‘ 
fied  with  the  Baptist  Church.  He  is  a 
of  the  Order  of  American  Mechanics,  Lodge 1 ^ 
I 26,  at  Shelton;  Wooster  Lodge  No.  79- 
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A.  M.,  at  New  Haven;  Clinton  Chapter  No.  142, 
R.  A.  M.,  at  Brooklyn;  and  Morton  Commandery 
No.  4,  K.  T.,  of  New  York  City.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Union  Veteran  Union  No.  4,  at 
Shelton,  and  during  the  Civil  war  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Buckingham  as  captain  in  the  8th 
C.  V.  ].  He  was  detached  for  special  duty  in 
the  State,  and  did  not  go  with  the  regiment;  re- 
signed in  1862,  and  went  to  Brooklyn,  where  he 
assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  47th  National 
Guard,  State  of  New  York,  holding  the  rank  of 
orderly  sergeant.  Three  days  thereafter  the 
regiment  was  mustered  in  the  State  service.  It 
was  ordered  out  for  three  months,  second  call 
for  volunteers,  and  our  subject  was  appointed 
first  lieutenant.  He  was  discharged  with  the 
regiment  September  1,  1862. 


Ji'OHN  W.  PERRY  was  born  December  14, 

| 1841,  on  the  same  tract  of  land  on  which  he 
now  lives.  He  is  a son  of  Andrew  Perry, 
who  was  born  October  5,  1793,  also  on  the  same 
place,  and  he  is  a grandson  of  Abner  Perry,  who 
was  born  on  the  same  place  in  1758.  Abner 
Perry  was  a son  of  Samuel  Perry. 

The  family  originally  lived  at  New  Haven, 
thence  removed  to  Southbury  and  then  to  Strat- 
ford (now  Huntington).  The  property  was 
granted  by  the  King  of  England  to  the  ancestors 
of  the  present  Perry  family,  and  it  has  remained 
in  the  family  ever  since.  Samuel,  Andrew  and 
Abner  were  all  farmers,  and  the  land  passed 
naturally  from  father  to  son.  It  consisted  of 
over  four  hundred  acres,  and  was  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  river  and  on  the  south  by  the 
King's  Highway.  Samuel  Perry  married,  and  had 
two  sons,  viz.:  Abner  and  Samuel,  whose  home- 
steads are  still  standing.  Abner  married  Eliza- 
beth Davidson  March  11,  1783,  she  being  of  Mil- 
ford, and  by  her  had  the  following  children: 
Sarah,  born  December  21,  1784,  married  Samuel 
Morse;  Elizabeth,  born  November  2t,  1787, 
married  Harmon  Clark,  of  Monroe,  and  died 
March  2,  1824;  Andrew,  born  October  5,  1793, 
married  Mary  Avis  Judson  November  4,  1827, 
who  was  born  May  30,  1806;  Lucy,  born  August 
28,  1795,  married  Samuel  Morse;  Mary  A.,  born 
May  12,  1798,  married  Cornelius  Peck,  of  Mil- 
ford, and  died  January  16,  1892;  Susan,  born 
May  25,  1800,  married  Thomas  J.  Burt  and  died 
October  30,  1832.  Abner  Perry  died  September 
II,  1842;  his  wife  passed  away  in  January,  1833. 

Andrew  Perry  and  wife  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Charles  Robert,  born  No- 
vember 22,  1828,  and  now  living  in  LaPlatte, 
Macon  Co.,  Mo.,  is  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 


is  one  of  the  county  judges;  he  married  Alvira 
E.  Heaston,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Grace  A.  E., 
born  September  20,  1831,  is  single.  George 
Judson,  born  July  16,  1835,  lived  at  Odebolt, 
Iowa,  and  died  April  n,  1888;  he  married  Sarah 
M.  Murphy,  of  Southbury,  and  followed  farming. 
David  H.,  born  May  17,  1839,  lived  at  Odebolt, 
Iowa;  he  married  Aurelia  Lane,  of  Monroe,  No- 
vember to,  1869,  who  died  February  18,  1886, 
he  dying  November  16,  1893.  John  W.,  our 
subject.  Harriet  Avis,  born  July  5,  1844,  mar- 
ried Nathan  Botsford  April  5,  1864;  he  died  Oc- 
tober 14,  1874.  Andrew  Perry  died  June  15, 
1851,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  and  his  wife  died 
November  5,  1888,  aged  eighty-two  years.  Ab- 
ner Perry's  branch  of  the  family  were  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  which  is  the  Church  of 
the  family  for  the  most  part  at  the  present  time. 

John  W.  Perry,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  in  the 
Birmingham  high  school,  in  which  he  received  a 
good  English  education.  Leaving  school  when 
sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  became  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  was  thus  occupied  some 
eight  or  ten  years,  at  the  same  time  carrying  on 
market  gardening  and  learning  the  trade  of  car- 
penter. He  then  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
brackets,  being  the  first  to  use  the  water  from 
the  Ousatonic  canal.  After  following  manufac- 
turing for  about  four  years  he  became  engaged  in 
carpentering  and  building  houses  of  his  own, 
platting  his  land  and  erecting  houses  on  the  lots 
thus  laid  out  for  sale,  all  on  the  ten  acres  of  land 
he  owns  within  the  town  site.  Mr.  Perry  has 
been  one  of  the  most  successful  men  in  business 
in  his  town.  While  he  is  a strong  Democrat,  he 
has  not  taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  so  far  as 
relates  to  office  holding,  but  has  always  been  a 
public-spirited  citizen. 

Mr.  Perry  was  married  December  27,  1866, 
to  Miranda  L.  Hurd,  a daughter  of  James  R. 
Hurd,  and  a granddaughter  of  Alanson  Hurd. 
Alanson  Hurd  was  a son  of  Ebenezer  Hurd,  a 
son  of  Ebenezer  Hurd,  who  was  a son  of  John 
Hurd,  who  was  a son  of  John  Hurd.  The  latter 
named  John  Hurd  was  one  of  the  seventeen 
families  that  settled  in  Stratford  in  1640.  He 
married  Sarah  Thompson,  daughter  of  John 
Thompson,  and  John  Hurd,  Jr,  married  Abigail 
Wallace.  Ebenezer  Hurd,  Sr.,  married  Abigail 
Hubbell,  and  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  married  (first)  Eliza- 
beth Newton,  (second)  a Miss  Judson,  (third) 
Polly  Bostwick  and  (fourth)  a widow  named 
French.  Ebenezer  Hurd,  Sr.,  was  a post  rider, 
as  was  also  Ebenezer,  Jr.  Alanson  Hurd  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Lowe,  of  New  York  City,  and 
James  R.  Hurd  married  (first)  Delia  Lane, 
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mother  of  Mrs.  Perry,  who  died  November  24, 
1856,  and  (second)  Marietta  Gregory.  He  died 
in  1866. 

John  W.  Perry  and  wife  have  four  children, 
viz.:  Lucy  Maria;  Howard  Wright,  living  in 

Mount  Vernon;  Louise  Hurd  and  Edith  Delia. 
Louise  Hurd  Perry  was  married  May  18,  1899, 
to  J.  Arthur  Haugh,  of  Derby,  Connecticut. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  “ History  of 
Stratford:” 

“John  Hurd,  Senior,  came  from  Windsor, 
Conn.,  before  or  not  later  than  1644.  ‘A  grave- 
stone of  John  Hurd,  1681,  aged  68,’  taken  from 
the  old  Stratford  burying  ground,  is  probably  his, 
and  hence  he  was  born  in  1613,  seven  years  be- 
fore the  landing  at  what  we  know  as  the  old 
Plymouth  Rock.  Two  hundred  and  three  years 
this  plain  and  often  unnoticed  stone  has  borne 
its  unpretentious  title,  ‘JohnHurd,  1681,  aged68.’ 

“John  Hurd  was  a miller,  and  in  connection 
with  Thomas  Sherwood  built  the  first  mill  at 
Old  Mill  Green,  in  1653,  where  he  himself  was 
among  the  first  residents  of  the  town.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Tompson,  Dec.  15, 
1662,  and  they  came  to  Stratford  probably  in 
1639.  His  will,  dated  Feb.  1 8,  1679;  his  estate 
inventory  amounted  to  £504  ios. 

“In  1775  Ebenezer  Hurd,  a regular  post 
rider,  closed  a service  of  forty-eight  years,  hav- 
ing begun  it  in  1727.  Once  in  a fortnight  in  that 
entire  period  he  had  made  a journey  from  New 
York  to  Saybrook  and  back,  274  miles.  In  other 
words  he  had  traveled  over  as  much  space  as 
twelve  and  a half  times  around  the  world;  or  as 
far  as  to  the  moon  and  half-way  back.  His 
wife,  besides  caring  for  the  family,  in  one  year, 
1767,  spun  not  less  than  five  hundred  yards  of 
wool  and  flax,  all  raised  on  the  place. 

“Ebenezar  Hurd  married,  in  January,  1732, 
Abigal  Hubbell,  and  they  had  fifteen  children. 
Their  gravestones  stand  in  Huntington  burying 
place,  just  south  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  both 
inscriptions  on  one  stone.  They  are:  ‘Mr.  Eben- 
ezar Hurd  died  May  7,  1 788,  aged  87 years. ’ ‘Mrs. 
Abigal  Hurd,  his  wife,  died  April  16,  1783-’ 

“Ebenezar,  Jr.,  was  also  a post  rider  accord- 
ing to  the  following:  'The  28th  of  November 

died  at  Stratford,  in  Conn.,  of  a short  illness.  Mrs. 
Ebenezar  Hurd,  wife  of  Ebenezar  Hurd,  Jr., 
Post  rider  of  that  place,  aged  24  years  and  3 
months.  She  was  a daughter  of  the  Rev.  Christo- 
pher Newton  of  Stratford.’  ” 


GEORGE  F.  BATTERSON,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing grocers  of  Georgetown,  Fairfield  county, 
is  a most  capable  business  man,  popular  and 


obliging,  ever  ready  to  accommodate  his  many 
customers  whom  he  supplies  with  the  best  of 
everything  that  is  found  on  the  shelves  of  a first- 
class  grocery. 

The  Batterson  family  is  one  of  the  old  fami- 
lies of  Fairfield  county,  Powell  Batterson,  his 
great-grandfather,  being  a native  of  the  county, 
born  in  the  town  of  Wilton.  He  was  a fanner 
most  of  his  lifetime,  and  served  as  a soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812.  He  married  Grace  Jackson, 
and  had  children:  Coleman,  Betsey  and  Wilkie 

W.  Of  these,  Wilkie  W.  Batterson  is  in  line  of 
the  descent  of  our  subject,  and  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Wilton  also,  his  birth  occurring  March 
5,  1805.  By  occupation  he  was  a blacksmith, 
having  learned  the  trade  in  his  youth.  Later  in 
life,  however,  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 
Before  the  Civil  war,  in  the  training  days,  he 
was  a member  of  a company  of  militia.  He  was 
in  sympathy  with  the  Know-Nothing  movement, 
and  was  a member  of  that  party.  He  was  an 
intelligent  citizen,  and  served  in  several  of  the 
town  offices,  among  them  that  of  roadmaster, 
assessor  and  selectman.  He  was  a religious  man, 
for  many  years  being  quite  a devout  and  zealous 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church;was  also  a steward 
in  the  Church.  He  married  Miss  Janette  Ray- 
mond, who  died  without  issue.  His  second  wife 
was  Eunice  Sherwood  (daughter  of  Edward  and 
Patty  (Crossman)  Sherwood),  who  bore  him 
children  as  follows:  Aaron  was  a school  teacher 

and  died  in  early  life,  unmarried;  Edson  married 
Maria  Turner;  Charles  is  single;  Madora  married 
(first)  Lester  Bennett,  and  (second)  Wilh’ara 
Fryer;  Alvaretta  married  William  B.  Bennett, 
and  George  married  Lydia  Gunn. 

George  W.  Batterson  is  a native  of  the  town 
of  Wilton,  where  he  was  born  September j. 
1 839.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools0' 
that  town,  and  there  learned  the  blacksmith s 
trade,  which  was  his  occupation  for  many  yea15 
later  in  life,  however,  he  became  engaged  m 
farming.  He  is  a skilled  mechanic,  and  I® 
work  has  always  given  the  best  of  satisfaction, 
at  the  same  time  he  is  a good  manager,  and  con- 
ducts his  farming  interests  in  a careful  and  suc- 
cessful manner.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Georgetown,  » 
which  he  is  a trustee;  politically,  he  is  a Denv> 
crat,  has  served  acceptably  as  town  assessor,  an 
as  a member  of  the  relief  board  of  the  town.  e 
married  Lydia  A.  Gunn,  and  to  them  have  come 
children  as  follows:  George  F.  is  our  subjec- 

and  Laura  B.  is  married  to  Richard  0.  Benne  ■ 
a worker  in  wire  by  trade,  but  at  present  rs 
master  at  Branchville,  Fairfield  county,  1 e- 
have  one  child,  William  L. 
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George  F.  Batterson,  our  subject  proper,  is  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Wilton,  where  he  was  born 
June  2,  1864,  and  where  he  also  was  reared  and 
received  a common-school  education.  After 
completing  his  studies  he  became  identified  with 
Henry  C.  Olmstead  in  the  grocery  business  in 
Georgetown.  This  concern  was  carried  on  by 
these  gentlemen  until  in  1891,  when  Mr.  Batter- 
son  established  his  present  business  in  the  same 
village.  He  has  ever  taken  a great  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  Georgetown,  and  is  one  of  the  en- 
terprising and  progressive  men  of  the  place.  He 
is  identified  with  the  M.  E.  Church  at  George- 
town. He  married  Miss  Jessie  Olmstead,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  C.  and  Sarah  (Bedient)  Olm- 
stead, and  to  the  union  were  born:  Lester  \V., 
October  23.  1888;  George  Wilkie,  March  4,  1890; 
Mabel  G.,  July  29.  1891;  Ruth  M.,  January  13, 
1893;  Henry  P.,  July  20,  1895;  Howard  M., 
August  12,  1897;  and  Arthur  S.,  December  30, 
1898.  Howard  died  in  infancy. 

The  Olmsteads  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  the  county.  Reuben  Olmstead,  the  great- 
grandfather of  Mrs.  George  F.  Batterson,  was  a 
native  of  England.  When  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  came  to  America,  and,  going  to  Canada,  was 
there  engaged  in  various  occupations.  While  in 
Canada  he  met  an  orphan  of  some  sixteen  sum- 
mers, Hannah  Bass,  a native  of  Canada,  with 
whom  he  became  infatuated  and  an  elopement 
followed.  They  came  to  the  mountains  in  the 
vicinity  of  Georgetown,  Fairfield  county,  where 
a log  house  was  erected  and  the  cultivation  of 
crops  begun.  Here  they  reared  their  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  Betsey,  Laura  (Mrs.  Platt  Bates), 
Esther  (Mrs.  Hezekiah  Osborn),  Stephen  (mar- 
ried to  Ann  Burnett),  Seth  and  Charles.  Seth 
Olmstead  married  Miss  Polly  St.  John,  a daugh- 
ter of  Silas  St.  John,  of  the  town  of  Wilton,  and 
had  children  as  follows:  Ann  (Mrs.  Joseph 

Giles);  Lewis  married'  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hoyt; 
Stephen  married  Mary  Ann  Crowfut;  Maria  (Mrs. 
Seth  Greogory);  Seth,  Jr.,  is  single;  Caroline 
(Mrs.  William  Edmonds);  Clarissa  (Mrs.  Samuel 
Williams);  Henry  C.  will  be  spoken  of  farther 
on;  and  William  married  Eliza  Bedient.  Of 
these,  Stephen  Olmstead  served  throughout  the 
Civil  war  in  the  8th  Conn.  Cavalry. 

Henry  C.  Olmstead,  who  was  born  June  8, 
1833,  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  where  he  was 
reared,  educated  and  married,  is  the  father  of 
Mrs.  George  F.  Batterson.  In  his  earlier  life  he 
was  variously  employed,  farming  on  the  home- 
stead, working  as  a weaver  of  wire  at  the  factory 
of  Gilbert  Bennett  & Co.,  and  providing  wood 
for  the  Danbury  & Norwalk  road.  Later  he  be- 
came a grocer  at  Georgetown,  and  has  since 


been  engaged  in  business  and  resided  at  that 
point,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  substantial  citi- 
zens. His  wife,  Sarah  A.  Bedient,  is  a daughter 
of  Munson  and  Maria  (Huribert)  Bedient,  he  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  and  their  children  were: 
Hattie  I.  (Mrs.  Aaron  Bennett)  and  Jessie  (Mrs. 
George  F.  Batterson). 


JrOHN  M.  EDWARDS,  one  of  the  respected 
: residents  of  Fairfield  township,  Fairfield  Co. , 
Conn.,  belongs  to  a family  which  has  been 
well  and  favorably  known  in  and  around  Easton, 
this  county,  for  several  generations,  and  is  a son 
of  Albert  and  Viola  (Hawley)  Edwards. 

Albert  Edwards  was  born  in  Newtown,  Conn., 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  like  his 
father,  who  was  also  named  Albert,  he  became  a 
farmer.  In  1825  he  removed  to  St.  Lawrence 
county,  N.  Y.,  remaining  there  nineteen  years, 
then  returned  to  Easton,  Conn.  There  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  fife,  dying  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-five years.  He  married  Viola  Hawley,  who 
was  born  in  Monroe  township,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn. , a daughter  of  Abel  Hawley,  a well-to-do 
farmer  and  distiller  and  large  landowner,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  fifteen  children — ten 
sons  and  five  daughters — John  M.  being  the  ninth 
son.  During  the  Civil  war  seven  of  the  sons 
entered  the  Union  service,  in  which  no  one  of 
them  remained  less  than  three  years,  and  all  came 
home  alive — an  unusual  record.  Mr.  Edwards 
was  anxious  to  enlist  himself,  but  he  was  rejected 
on  account  of  his  age.  He  was  a stanch  Republic- 
an in  political  faith,  and  in  religious  faith  he  and 
his  wife  were  connected  with  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Mrs.  Edwards  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years,  and  she  and  her  husband  are 
buried  in  Stepney,  Connecticut. 

John  M.  Edwards  was  born  December  25, 
1844,  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
spent  his  early  years,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  there.  As  the  family  was 
large,  however,  he  was  obliged  to  commence 
work  at  a rather  tender  age,  when  nine 
years  old  going  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Isaac 
Edwards,  with  whom  he  remained  three  years; 
this  uncle  resided  in  Pepper  street,  Monroe 
township,  Conn.  During  the  four  years  follow- 
ing our  subject  was  in  the  employ  of  Stephen 
Curtis,  of  Easton,  Conn.,  after  which  he  lived  at 
home  for  a short  time,  and  then  went  to  work 
for  Capt.  Eli  Leavenworth,  of  Monroe,  Conn., 
continuing  with  him  until  he  joined  the  army,  in 
1862,  before  he  was  eighteen  years  old.  He  be- 
came a member  of  Company  K,  9th  Conn.  V.  I., 
and  their  first  engagement  was  at  Biloxi,  where 
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they  defeated  the  “ Mississippi  Tigers,”  captur- 
ing their  regimental  flag.  Mr.  Edwards  served 
with  his  regiment  until  November,  1863,  when 
he  went  to  the  Ladies  Home  Hospital  in  New 
York  City,  as  he  was  suffering  from  temporary 
blindness,  and  he  remained  there  until  able  to 
join  his  command.  He  has  never  recovered, 
however,  the  sight  of  his  right  eye  being  totally 
gone  and  the  left  eye  affected,  so  that  at  times 
he  is  unable  to  see  at  all.  Leaving  hospital  in 
the  spring  of  1 864,  he  returned  to  his  regiment  at 
Washington,  and  remained  in  the  service  until 
the  following  November,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged,  being  rejected  for  re-enlistment  on 
account  of  the  affliction  above  referred  to.  On 
his  retirement  from  the  service  Mr.  Edwards 
located  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  made  his 
home  up  to  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Fairfield, 
in  1891,  when  he  settled  in  the  Jennings  Wood 
District,  Fairfield  township,  and  here  he  has 
resided  ever  since.  He  owns  and  cultivates  the 
“Captain  Clark  farm”  in  the  district,  which 
consists  of  twenty  acres  of  good  land,  and  in 
spite  of  his  poor  eyesight  he  has,  by  constant  in- 
dustry and  good  management,  derived  a com- 
fortable income  from  his  place,  having  a good 
home. 

In  March,  1872,  Mr.  Edwards  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  with  Miss 
Mary  A.  Goodsell,  who  was  born  August  10, 
1849,  at  Greens  Farms,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Lacey)  Goodsell.  Seven  ehildren  blessed 
this  union:  Anna  V.  and  Mary  A.  died  in  child- 

hood; Albert  J.,  who  lives  at  home,  is  a prosper- 
ous milk  dealer;  Julietta  B.  died  in  childhood; 
Ernest  died  in  infancy;  Clara  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years;  and  Florence  M.  lives  with  her 
parents.  Mrs.  Edwards  is  a Congregationalist 
in  religious  connection,  holding  membership  with 
the  West  End  Church,  in  Bridgeport.  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, in  his  political  sympathies,  has  been  a life- 
long member  of  the  Republican  party. 


JOHN  M.  WASS1NG,  a leading  grocery  mer- 
chant of  Stamford,  Fairfeld  county,  is  one  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  the  town  who 
come  of  thrifty  Teutonic  stock. 

Martin  Wassing,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Germany,  living  there  up  to  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  when  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try. In  1855  he  settled  in  New  Canaan,  Conn., 
where  he  followed  his  trade,  that  of  a shoemaker, 
and  there  he  still  resides,  being  now  retired.  In 
New  York  City  he  wedded  Frances  Schanz,  who 
like  himself  was  born  in  Germany,  and  several 
children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  but  two 


lived  to  maturity,  namely:  John  Martin  and 
Joseph  Frederick,  both  of  whom  are  residents  of 
Stamford.  Joseph  has  clerked  for  his  brotherin 
the  store  ever  since  the  business  was  established 
in  Stamford.  During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Wassing 
served  the  country  as  a member  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Conn.  V.  1.,  and  is  now  a member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  Post  at  New  Canaan;  he  is  also  affiliat- 
ed with  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  in  that  town. 

John  Martin  Wassing,  eldest  son  of  Martin 
and  Frances  Wassing,  was  born  September  20, 
1861,  in  the  town  of  New  Canaan,  Fairfield 
county,  Conn.,  where  he  passed  his  early  yean, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  commenced  business  life  in  the  store  of  Bur- 
tis  & Mead,  at  New  Canaan,  clerking  for  them 
eight  years,  after  which  he  embarked  in  business 
in  the  same  town,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Weed  & Wassing.  His  partnership  with  Mr 
Weed  lasted  until  1891,  the  year  of  his  removal 
in  Stamford,  where  he  established  whatisnowone 
of  the  most  prosperous  and  best  patronized  gro- 
ceries in  the  town.  In  connection  he  had  a 
meat  business,  his  first  location  being  at  No.  23 
Manhattan  street,  where  he  remained  until,  on 
June  1,  1897,  he  settled  in  his  present  quarters, 
a fine  double  store  at  Nos.  131-133  Atlantic 
street.  He  commenced  to  build  this  block  in 
the  fall  of  1896,  and  it  is  a convenient,  modem, 
well-equipped  building — three  stories  and  store- 
room, the  upper  part  arranged  in  flats— and  a 
material  improvement  to  the  city.  Mr.  Was- 
sing’s  success  has  been  no  accident,  for  he  has 
shown  the  thrifty  and  progressive  spirit  of  he' 
race  in  the  management  of  his  business,  which 
has  increased  steadily  from  year  to  year  since 
his  removal  to  Stamford,  where  he  is  thoroughly 
respected  for  his  many  sterling  characteristics, 
among  both  his  commercial  acquaintances  and 
private  friends.  Mr.  Wassing  is  one  of  the  self- 
made  business  men  of  the  place,  and  his  prosper- 
ity is  the  result  of  energy  and  good  business  judg- 
ment. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Wassing’s  removal  to  Stam- 
ford, he  built  his  pleasant  home  on  Summer 
street,  where  he  moved  with  his  family.  JD 
where  they  still  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wassing 
are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church;  socially,  he  is 
an  Odd  Fellow,  being  a member  of  the  lodge  >( 
New  Canaan,  and  Wascussee  Encampment.21 
Stamford.  In  political  faith  he  is  a Republican- 

Mrs.  Wassing  was  Miss  Genevieve  Durand,  0 
Stepney,  Conn.  She  was  the  second  child 0 
George  B.  and  Betsey  (Warner)  Durand.  Mr 
and  Mrs.  Wassing  have  four  children,  namel)" 
Florence,  George,  William  and  Dora,  all  at 
i ent  attending  the  public  schools  of  Stamford 
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JrAMES  RANDELL  EELLS,  a well-known 
; merchant  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  county,  oc- 
cupies a prominent  place  in  business  circles, 
not  alone  on  account  of  the  well-merited  success 
he  has  achieved,  but  also  on  account  of  the  hon- 
orable. straightforward  business  policy  he  has  ever 
pursued. 

Mr.  Eells  is  a native  of  New  York  State,  hav- 
ing been  born  March  25,  1855,  at  Harlem,  a son 
of  Marcellus  Eells,  who  was  born  in  New  Canaan, 
Conn.,  a son  of  James  Trowbridge  Eells.  James 
'Trowbridge  kept  an  academy  for  young  men  in 
New  Canaan.  He  was  a son  of  Rev.  John  Eells, 
the  first  minister  in  New  Canaan,  who  was  a son 
of  Samuel  Eells,  one  of  the  first  colony  of  plant- 
ers of  New  Haven 

Marcellus  Eells  was  engaged  in  business  in 
New  York  City,  where  during  the  earlier  years 
of  his  life  he  was  connected  with  the  Custom 
House;  later  he  became  a prospector  in  the 
South.  He  died  in  1 864.  In  New  York  City  he 
married  Susan  Antoinette  Randell,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Wells)  Randell,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  a daughter  of  Solomon  Wells,  of 
Deerfield.  She  was  born  September  30,  1797, 
at  the  old  homestead  opposite  the  city  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  Peter  Wells,  her  grandfather,  moved  to 
Connecticut  from  Rhode  Island,  and  took  up  500 
acres  of  land.  Capt.  Jonathan  Randell,  of 
••Queen  Anne’s  Royal  Rangers,”  had  his  elegant 
home  on  Randell  s Island  in  the  East  river,  New 
York,  and  his  son  Johfi  wooed  and  won  the 
queenly  Miss  Wells,  and  took  her  to  his  home  on 
the  Island  near  the  city.  There  her  children 
were  born.  She  with  her  husband  attended  the 
reception  given  to  LaFavette  in  1824.  She  was 
a lifelong  adherent  of  the  Harlem  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  and  at  her  death,  September  3, 
1894,  was  the  oldest  member  thereof.  John 
Randell  died  in  1850,  after  which  event  she  lived 
with  her  children,  and  for  a few  years  with  her 
grandson.  The  children  born  to  Marcellus  Eells 
and  his  wife,  Susan  Antoinette(Randell),  were  as 
follows:  Mary  and  John,  both  deceased;  Annie, 

living  in  New  York;  Amanda,  living  in  New  Roch- 
elle; Harriet,  deceased;  Kate,  deceased;  and 
James  R.,  living  in  Stamford.  The  mother  of 
these  died  in  1857. 

James  R.  Eells,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines,  was  nine  years  old  when  he  came  from 
Harlem,  N.  Y..  to  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  thence 
in  a short  time  removing  to  Stamford,  where  he 
remained,  however,  only  a few  months,  going  to 
De  Ruyter,  N.  Y.  In  that  city  he  made  his 
home  two  and  one-half  years,  and  then  returned 
to  New  Canaan  for  a time.  Again  coming  to 
Stamford,  he  was  here  employed  some  seven 


years  in  B.  J.  Daskam  & Son’s  grocery  business, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  went  to  Kansas, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  two  and  one-half 
years;  then  once  more  returned  to  Stamford, 
Conn.,  two  years  later  entering  the  employ  of 
E.  B.  Lawrence,  in  the  matket  business.  Six 
months  alterward  he  bought  a half-interest  in 
the  concern,  and  within  a year  became  sole 
owner  of  the  market.  He  has  now  been  in  busi- 
ness in  Stamford  since  August  24,  1882,  and  has 
met  with  uniform  success. 

On  August  10,  1873,  Mr.  Eells  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Eliza  Seymour,  of 
Stamford,  daughter  of  Ira  Seymour,  formerly  of 
North  Wilton,  Conn.  He  was  descended  from 
Matthew  Seymour,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of 
Ridgefield,  Conn.  He  (Matthew)  was  one  of 
lour  men  appointed  to  lay  out  the  lots  of  Ridge- 
field. The  colony  bought  that  land,  and  also 
considerable  of  the  surrounding  country  of  Ca- 
toonah,  the  Indian  chief.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eells,  viz. : Harriet 
Seymour  and  Anna  Randell.  Socially,  Mr.  Eells 
is  a member  of  Rippowam  Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F., 
at  Stamford,  and  he  and  his  family  enjoy  the 
uniform  respect  and  esteem  of  the  community  in 
which  they  live. 


T»JTLLIAM  H.  BENJAMIN,  a well-known 
It  1L  market  gardener  of  the  town  of  Stratford, 
is  a substantial  citizen  whose  career  is  worthy  of 
emulation,  his  success  being  the  outcome  of  his 
own  industry  and  thrifty  management. 

Mr.  Benjamin  belongs  to  an  old  and  respected 
family,  his  great-grandfather,  Capt.  George  Ben- 
jamin, having  been  a hero  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  His  grandfather,  Gideon  Benjamin,  who 
was  probably  a native  of  Danbury,  was  for  many 
years  a resident  of  Stratford,  where  he  conducted 
the  “ Benjamin  House,”  a noted  tavern  once 
patronized  by  General  LaFayette. 

William  H.  Benjamin  ( 1 ),  our  subject's  fa- 
ther, was  born  in  Stratford  in  1795,  and  followed 
farming  in  that  locality  throughout  his  life.  Po- 
litically, he  was  a Democrat,  and  in  religious 
faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian.  His  wife.  Cynthia 
A.  (McEwen),  was  a native  of  Stratford,  and  her 
father,  Samuel  McEwen,  who  was  also  born 
there,  was  a well-known  agriculturist.  Of  the 
six  children  of  William  and  Cynthia  Benjamin, 
the  eldest,  Samuel,  is  a resident  of  Stratford; 
William  H..  our  subject,  is  second  in  the  order 
of  birth;  Albertina  never  married;  Mary  married 
Robert  W.  Curtis,  of  Stratford;  Fannie  married 
Theodore  Judson,  a machinist  of  Stratford,  now 
retired;  and  John  is  a plumber  in  Bridgeport. 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


776 


The  father  of  this  family  died  in  i860,  and  his 
estimable  wife  did  not  long  survive  him,  her 
death  occurring  in  1865. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  16,  1830,  at 
the  old  home  in  Stratford,  and  he  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  the  town.  When  about  fifteen 
years  old  he  left  home  and  began  a sea  faring 
life,  which  he  continued  for  more  than  ten  years, 
making  many  long  trips  and  visiting  various 
ports  in  the  West  Indies,  South  America  and  in 
the  Mediterranean  Sea.  During  this  time  he  was 
employed  in  different  positions  including  that  of 
first  mate,  but  in  1858  he  decided  to  make  his 
home  upon  dry  land  once  more.  Accordingly 
returning  to  Stratford,  he  engaged  in  market- 
gardening  upon  a tract  of  sixteen  acres  of  land, 
which  he  has  improved  according  to  modern 
methods,  his  greenhouses  being  admirably  ar- 
ranged and  equipped.  While  he  is  not  active  in 
public  life,  he  is  interested  in  political  questions 
and  is  a stanch  Democrat.  Socially,  he  and  his 
family  are  much  esteemed,  arid  he  is  a member 
of  Blue  Lodge  No.  8,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Stratford. 
In  1855  he  married  Miss  Sarah  A.  Meachen,  a 
native  of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  whose  father,  James 
Meachen,  is  now  a respected  citizen  of  Stratford. 
Two  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Susan  C. , 
wife  of  Wallace  Sturgis,  formerly  of  Fairfield, 
but  now  of  Stratford,  where  he  is  employed  by 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Rail- 
road Company;  and  Fannie,  wife  of  Frank  Rus- 
sell, of  the  City  Bakery,  at  Bridgeport. 


TTj'ORACE  BANKS  BURR,  a wealthy  and  in- 
fluential  citizen  of  Fairfield  township,  is  a 
man  whose  character  does  honor  to  his  pioneer 
ancestry.  His  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  his 
locality,  and  he  is  of  the  ninth  generation  in  di- 
rect descent  from  Jehu  Burre,  who  came  from 
England  in  1630  with  Winthrop’s  famous  com- 
pany, and  after  spending  some  years  in  Roxbury 
and  Springfield,  Mass.,  located  in  Fairfield, 
where  he  died  in  1670.  The  line  of  descent  is 
traced  through  Daniel  Burr,  who  married  Abi- 
gail Glover,  daughter  of  Henry  Glover,  of  New 
Haven;  Daniel  (2)  and  his  wife  Abigail;  Timothy, 
who  married  Sarah  Rowland;  Ebenezer,  who 
married  Sarah  Sherwood;  Ebenezer  (2),  who 
married  Amelia  Goodsell;  Timothy,  who  married 
Sarah  Taylor;  and  John  Burr,  our  subject’s  fa- 
ther, who  married  Sarah  Nichols.  The  family 
has  always  been  noted  for  fine  musical  ability, 
and  several  musicians  of  more  than  local  fame 
have  been  found  among  its  members. 

Ebenezer  Burr,  our  subject’s  great-grand- 
father, was  an  extensive  landowner  in  Fairfield 


township,  and  resided  on  what  has  been  know; 
from  pioneer  times  as  Burr’s  Highway,  the  fam- 
ily holding  large  tracts  of  land  there.  He  wasa 
“minute  man  ” during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
His  wife  was  a daughter  of  Epapheras  Goodsell, 
and  a granddaughter  of  Rev.  John  Goodsell.  the 
first  minister  to  preachat  Greenfield  Hill. 

Timothy  Burr,  the  grandfather  of  oursubject. 
was  born  September  3,  1788,  in  Greenfield,  this 
county,  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  oi 
the  section  in  his  day.  For  many  years  he  w 
successfully  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  and 
in  farming,  and  he  also  carried  on  an  extensive 
business  in  surveying  lands  and  in  settling  ups- 
tates. The  clarionet  was  his  favorite  musical®- 
strument,  and  he  was  often  called  upon  to  per- 
form upon  it  at  different  places  in  this  State,  te 
music  enlivening  many  a dancing  party.  Hedied 
February  16,  1858,  and  he  and  bis  wife,  whom 
a daughter  of  Barak  Taylor,  of  Danbury,  "tit 
both  interred  for  a time  in  the  old  cemetery  it 
Greenfield,  but  their  remains  have  since  beta 
transferred  to  Oak  Lawn  cemetery  in  Fairfeic 
township.  Of  their  children,  the  eldest,  George, 
who  died  in  his  eighty-ninth  year,  was  for  many 
years  a merchant  at  Plattsville,  Conn.;  John, ok 
subject’s  father,  is  mentioned  more  fully  belo* 
Elihu,  who  died  at  the  homestead  on  Bun's  High- 
way, was  at  different  times  a merchant  in  Eas- 
on,  Trumbull  and  Bridgeport;  Abigail  (deceasev. 
never  married;  Barak  T.  (deceased)  resided  up® 
Burr’s  Highway,  and  for  some  years  was  enpp 
in  mercantile  business;  Sarah  A.  (deceased) «•' 
the  wife  of  Henry  Hanford,  of  Wilton,  this  coc:- 
ty;  Amelia  (Mrs.  Seth  Bradley)  died  in  Green- 
field;  Ann  M.,  widow  of  Thomas  Bartram, 
sides  at  Black  Rock;  and  Timothy  E.,  who d# 
at  Black  Rock,  was  a successful  business  ©nt 
Danbury  for  years,  and  later  in  New  York  Cit} 
much  of  his  attention  being  given  to  mercantut 
pursuits  and  music. 

Hon.  John  Burr,  the  father  of  onr  subject 
was  born  in  Fairfield  February  22, 1810,  and  re- 
sided throughout  his  life  on  Burr’s  High*? 
While  he  seemed  to  take  life  easy,  he  carried  fl- 
an extensive  business  as  a shoemaker,  emplo."-- 
several  apprentices  and  workmen,  and  in  l*1® 
years  he  devoted  much  time  to  farming.  Hf*5- 
often  called  upon  to  settle  estates,  and  the  " 
quency  with  which  his  advice  was  sought  in- 
different matters  won  for  him  the  titlf 
“Squire.”  He  was  justice  of  the  peJ<* 
thirty  or  forty  years.  His  musical  gifts  wer*°  ‘ 
high  order,  and  for  a long  time  he  wasles® 
the  choir  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Gr* 
field  Hill,  their  music  during  that  period  ah, 
ing  wide  notice.  He  also  taught  singing  * 
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in  various  localities.  Although  his  educational 
opportunities  were  limited,  his  natural  ability 
and  common  sense  enabled  him  to  acquire  a wide 
range  of  information  by  reading,  of  which  he  was 
extremely  fond.  He  was  active  in  religious  work, 
and  held  various  administrative  offices  in  the 
Congregational  Church.  In  politics  he  was  first 
a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  holding  leading 
place  in  the  local  organization  of  each  party,  and 
he  served  as  a representative  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature for  two  terms.  His  death  occurred  April 
li,  1883.  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  Nichols,  died  October  19,  1894,  their  re- 
mains being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Oak  Lawn  ceme- 
tery. Mrs.  Burr  was  born  October  11,  1811, 
in  Deerfield  District,  Fairfield  township,  the 
daughter  of  Walter  and  Charity  (Banks)  Nichols. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  seven  children, 
the  others  being:  (2)  George  L.,  a clothing  mer- 
chant in  New  York  City,  who  married  Miss  Char- 
lotte Bennett,  and  resides  in  Brooklyn;  they  have 
had  five  children — Alida,  Edith.  Olive,  George  E. 
and  Charlotte,  Alida  and  Olive  being  deceased. 
(3)  Marcus,  a Congregational  minister  at  Leba- 
non, Conn.,  who  married  (first)  Eliza  F.  Gould, 
and  (second)  Cornelia  Payne.  (4)  Sally  M.,  wife 
of  Horace  B.  Banks,  of  Hull's  Farms.  (5)  Ann 
J.,  wife  of  Stephen  B.  Wakeman,  of  Saugatuck. 
(6)  Evaline,  who  married  Hon.  James  R.  Howe, 
of  Brooklyn,  the  present  member  of  Congress 
from  his  district.  (7)  Mary  E.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years. 

Horace  B.  Burr,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  born  February  12,  1832,  at  the  old 
homestead  on  Burr’s  Highway,  and  for  some 
years  of  his  boyhood  he  attended  the  Deerfield 
district  school.  Among  his  first  teachers  was 
Miss  Charity  Winton,  and  later  he  studied  under 
Peter  Fairweather  in  the  same  district.  After 
completing  the  course  of  study  offered  there,  he 
pursued  some  of  the  higher  branches  under  the 
tuition  of  Zalmon  Wakeman,  of  Greenfield  Hill. 
As  a boy  he  had  ample  opportunity  to  make  him- 
self acquainted  with  the  details  of  farm  work,  and 
at  the  age  of  twelve  or  fourteen  he  began  to  learn 
the  shoemaker’s  trade,  which  he  followed  at 
various  times.  He  also  clerked  for  three  years 
in  the  post  office  at  Southport,  Conn.,  for  David 
Bradley,  and  later  he  spent  the  same  length  of 
time  in  the  New  Haven  post  office,  his  aptitude 
for  work  making  him  a valued  employe.  In  1857 
he  went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  spent  a 
year  in  a wholesale  importing  house;  he  then 
returned  home. 

On  October  28,  1858,  Mr.  Burr  was  married, 
in  Fairfield,  to  his  first  wife,  Miss  Cordelia  S. 
Hill,  daughter  of  Dimon  Hill,  and  granddaughter 


of  Judge  David  Hill.  During  the  winter  of 
1858-59  he  taught  school  in  Burr’s  District  for 
$16  per  month,  boarding  himself,  and  in  1862 
he  again  had  charge  of  the  school.  In  1866  he 
became  connected  with  the  Freeman  & Bun- 
Clothing  Company,  which  his  brother,  George 
L.,  and  Alpheus  Freeman  established  in  1861, 
at  the  corner  of  Fulton  and  Nassau  streets,  New 
York  City,  and  he  continued  in  this  business,  in 
1874  becoming  a member  of  the  firm.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  ’sixties  he  had  purchased  from 
the  estate  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  Bun,  the  home- 
stead which  he  now  occupies,  a fine  farm  which 
has  been  held  in  the  family  name  since  the  orig- 
inal grant  to  an  ancestor,  more  than  250  years 
ago.  He  has  made  his  home  there  since  1873, 
and  he  also  owns  another  farm  in  the  same  town. 
At  present  he  attends  personally  to  the  manage- 
ment of  his  estates,  and  he  is  still  hale  and  hearty. 
Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  and  although  he 
is  not  an  office-seeker  his  fellow  citizens,  desir- 
ing the  benefit  of  his  sound  judgment,  have  at 
times  chosen  him  to  important  service,  and  in 
1896  he  was  a member  of  the  equalization  com- 
mittee of  the  town. 

On  March  31,  1863,  Mr.  Burr’s  first  wife 
passed  to  the  unseen  world,  and  on  October  22, 
1868,  he  was  married,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to 
Miss  Emeline  Bennett,  who  was  born  in  West- 
port,  this  county,  November  17,  1845,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Edwin  and  Mary  (Couch)  Bennett.  She 
resided  at  Westport  until  about  ten  years  old, 
when  she  removed  to  Brooklyn.  By  his  first 
marriage  Mr.  Burr  has  one  son,  Ebenezer  H., 
who  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  at  Long 
Branch,  N.  J.  By  the  second  marriage  there 
are  two  sons:  Eugene  B.,  who  married  Miss 

Antonia  Jacobs,  of  Easton  (they  have  one  son, 
Joseph  William);  and  William  H.,  nowin  charge 
of  our  subject’s  farm  in  the  Deerfield  District  (he 
married  Miss  Louise  Jacobs,  and  they  have  three 
children  — Emma  M.,  Walter  N.  and  Evelyn 
Amanda).  The  family  is  identified  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Greenfield  Hill,  to  the  sup- 
port of  which  they  are  liberal  contributors. 


m LONZO  PERCY  ELLSWORTH.  It  would 
JML  be  difficult  to  find  a more  beautiful  spot, 
even  in  this  favored  region,  than  the  Ellsworth 
homestead  in  the  Mill  Plain  District,  town  of 
Danbury.  It  comprises  seventy  acres  lying  on 
the  shore  of  the  celebrated  Lake  Kanosia,  whose 
inlet,  a picturesque  stream,  flows  through  the  es- 
tate, and  the  residence  commands  a charming 
view  on  all  sides.  Mr.  Ellsworth,  the  fortunate 
owner  of  this  home,  is  a capable  manager,  keep- 
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ing  the  land  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation, 
and  he  ranks  among  the  leading  agriculturists  of 
his  locality. 

Our  subject  comes  honestly  by  his  faculty  for 
careful  and  judicious  management,  being  of  good 
old  Vermont  stock  in  both  paternal  and  maternal 
lines.  His  grandparents,  Joseph  and  Lucy 
(Haines)  Ellsworth,  were  well-known  residents  of 
Fletcher,  Franklin  Co.,  Vt.,  and  his  grandfather 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Van  Rensselaer 
Ellsworth,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  at 
Fletcher  in  1808,  and  became  a prominent 
farmer  in  that  vicinity,  owning  200  acres  of  land. 
He  died  in  1863;  his  wife,  Sarah  (Blair),  who 
was  born  in  1808,  survived  him  many  years,  pass- 
ing away  in  1892.  She  was  a daughter  of  Elias 

and  (Parsons)  Blair,  both  of  whom  were 

members  of  pioneer  families  of  the  State.  Our 
subject  was  one  of  thirteen  children.  Four 
daughters  died  in  childhood,  but  the  nine  sons 
lived  to  adult  age,  to  wit:  George  H.  (now  de- 
ceased), Hudson,  Charles,  Alonzo  P.,  Elias  B., 
Edgar  E.  (deceased),  James  Delos,  Alexander 
Noble,  and  Cyrus  (deceased). 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  our  subject,  was  born  Novem- 
ber 23,  1837,  at  the  old  home  near  Fletcher, 
where  he  remained  until  the  age  of  twenty-seven. 
His  youth  was  spent  after  the  usual  custom  of 
country  lads,  a common-school  education  being 
obtained  during  boyhood  while  helping  with  the 
farm  work.  On  leaving  home  he  came  to  Dan- 
bury, and  in  1865  he  entered  the  employ  of 
George  F.  Bailey,  the  showman,  as  an  advance 
agent.  He  started  from  Zanesville,  Ohio,  with 
the  advertising  wagon,  and  for  nine  years  he 
traveled  in  advance  of  the  show,  without  any  loss 
of  time  from  sickness  or  other  cause.  This  busi- 
ness took  him  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  and  gradually  the  delights  of  a 
quiet,  settled  life  became  apparent  as  he  wearied 
of  the  constant  change.  In  1874  he  gave  up  his 
position  and  purchased  a farm  in  the  town  of 
Patterson,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  three  years 
later  he  sold  it  and  bought  his  present  home- 
stead. He  gives  much  attention  to  dairy  work, 
keeping  from  sixteen  to  twenty  cows,  and  also 
raises  general  crops.  He  owns  a large  portion 
of  the  lake  frontage,  and  his  farm  is  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  lands  of  Henry  Mead  and  the 
lake  inlet;  on  the  west  by  the  main  road  leading 
from  Mill  Plain  to  Ridgebury;  on  the  south  by 
the  lands  of  Carrie  Warner,  and  on  the  east  by 
the  lake. 

In  1870  Mr.  Ellsworth  married  Miss  Julia 
Ann  Burt,  by  whom  he  has  had  two  children: 
Emma  S.,  now  Mrs.  Benjamin  O.  Rockwell,  of 
Mill  Plain;  and  William  Van  Rensselaer,  who 


died  at  the  age  of  eight  months.  Mrs.  Ellsworth 
is  a daughter  of  William  Burt,  a well-known  cit- 
izen of  North  Salem,  N.  Y.,  and  a granddaughter 

of  William  and  (Tryon)  Burt.  Ha 

mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  A.  Cret, 
was  a daughter  of  William  and  Matilda  (Griffin) 
Cree. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellsworth  are  believers  in  the 
•Universalist  faith.  He  takes  keen  interest  in  the 
political  issues  of  the  day,  and  while  he  is  not 
active  as  a party  worker,  he  gives  his  support  to 
Democratic  doctrines  and  policies. 


LEVI  W.  SLAUSON,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 

1 war,  is  a prominent  resident  of  Glenbrook 

where  he  is  serving  as  postmaster,  and  for  some 
years  has  held  the  responsible  position  of  agent 
for  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford 
railroad. 

Mr.  Slauson  comes  of  patriotic  stock,  Ins 
great-grandfather,  Nathan  Slauson,  having  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  while  his  grandfather, 
Nathan  Slauson,  who  resided  at  Pound  Ridge, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  met  a soldier's  death  in 
the  war  of  1812. 

Eieazer  Slauson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  Pound  Ridge,  where  he  still  resides, 
and  for  many  years  has  been  engaged  in  the  car- 
penter's trade  there.  He  married  Miss  Emily 
Brown,  of  the  same  town,  who  died  in  1891.  and 
of  their  thirteen  children  only  six  are  now  living- 
Nathan  B.  resides  at  Norwalk,  this  county;  Mary 
married  Cyrus  Raymond,  of  Danbury;  Levi  W, 
our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Han- 
nah married  Joshua  Knapp,  of  Stamford;  and 
Edward  and  Herbert  reside  at  Pound  Ridge- 
Mr.  Slauson,  our  subject,  was  born  April  id- 
1842,  at  the  old  home  in  Pound  Ridge,  where  be 
received  a common-school  education.  Onlu5- 
ing  school  he  began  to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade 
at  Norwalk,  this  county,  but  owing  to  ill  healtb 
he  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  work.  Wheat 
Civil  war  broke  out  he  was  anxious  to  enlist,  bat 
was  twice  refused  on  account  of  his  age,  and 
was  not  until  July  3,  1863,  that  his  desire 
gratified  by  his  enrollment  at  Hartford  asameo- 
ber  of  the  First  Connecticut  Infantry,  afterwaru 
known  as  the  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artif  ery 

The  regiment,  which  was  commanded  by  Colon  ^ 
White,  was  assigned  to  service  in  the  Departs^ 
of  the  Potomac,  and  Mr.  Slauson  remained 
duty  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  must 
out  at  Hartford  in  1865.  He  then  wen 
Lewisboro,  N.  Y.,  and  for  a time  dr°ve a s1^ 
between  that  town  and  Katonah,  N.  Y.;® 
spring  of  1 866,  however,  he  came  to  fa 
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county  to  take  charge  of  a farm  in  Darien  for 
John  A.  Holmes.  Later  he  was  employed  for  a 
year  in  Mr.  Holmes’  rattan  broom  store,  in  New 
York  City,  afterward  returning  to  the  farm  for  a 
couple  of  years.  For  eighteen  months  he  re- 
sided upon  a farm  at  Roxbury,  in  the  town  of 
Stamford,  and  then  he  settled  at  Glenbrook, 
where  he  followed  the  carpenter's  trade  fo»two 
years.  In  April,  1881,  he  became  the  agent  for 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  railroad 
at  that  point,  being  the  first  to  hold  the  position, 
and  he  has  served  acceptably  ever  since.  In 
June,  1881,  he  received  the  appointment  of  post- 
master there,  under  President  Arthur's  adminis- 
tration. and  this  office  he  has  also  held  continu- 
ously since  that  year,  his  ability  and  fidelity  to 
duty  being  highly  appreciated  by  the  public. 

Mr.  Slauson  was  married  at  Glenbrook  to 
Miss  Martha  J.  Bates,  of  Darien,  and  six  children 
have  blessed  the  union:  Edith,  Julia,  Harry, 

Minnie,  Edward  and  Ethel.  The  eldest  daughter 
married  John  B.  Perry,  of  Bridgeport,  this 
county,  and  they  have  one  son,  Herald  Slauson 
Perry.  Mr.  Slauson  and  his  family  are  much 
esteemed  socially,  and  he  is  a leading  member  of 
the  Union  Memorial  Church  at  Glenbrook.  He 
is  also  connected  with  various  fraternal  societies, 
including  the  G.  A.  R..  Hobbie  Post,  and  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  Council  No.  999,  both  at 
Stamford,  Connecticut. 


FLOYD  B.  BOUTON  is  one  of  the  leading, 
_ active  and  enterprising  business  men  of 
Georgetown,  where  he  is  conducting  an  undertak- 
ing establishment  that  is  first-class  in  all  of  its 
appointments,  having  a livery  stable  in  connec- 
tion with  same.  He  is  a native  of  the  town  of 
Redding,  born  November  26,  1858. 

Wilson  Bouton,  his  father,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Pound  Ridge,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y. 
The  father  dying  when  the  son  was  an  infant,  he 
was  raised  in  a family  bv  the  name  of  Bishop. 
He  attended  the  schools  of  Westchester  county, 
and  then  learned  the  shoemaker  s trade  under  a 
Mr.  Lounsbury,  of  the  town  of  Ridgefield,  sub- 
sequently embarking  in  business  for  himself  in 
the  town  of  Ridgefield,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 
and  he  prospered.  Later  in  life  he  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  and  by  good  management 
and  the  practice  of  economy  he  became  well-to- 
do,  accumulating  considerable  property.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Picket,  born  July  15, 
1828.  a daughter  of  Harry  and  Phcebe  (Johnson) 
Picket,  of  Redding,  and  to  them  were  born 
children  as  follows:  (1)  Frank  C.  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade,  at  which  he  is  now  working  in 


Danbury,  Conn.  He  married  Anna  Lockwood, 
and  their  children  were — William,  married  to 
Emma  Pine;  Eugene,  who  married  Josie  Ship- 
man;  Julia,  wife  of  John  Newbury;  Charles,  who 
died  in  youth;  George,  who  married  Eva  Rada- 
forth;  and  Jennie  and  Frederick,  both  unmar- 
ried. (2)  Benjamin  died  in  youth.  (3)  One  son 
died  in  infancy.  (4)  Wanzer  died  in  youth.  (5) 
Leander  is  single.  (6)  Floyd  B.  is  our  subject. 
(7)  Schuyler.  (8)  Carrie  married  Frank  Taylor, 
had  one  child,  and  died  in  early  womanhood. 
(9)  Alderetta  married  Albert  Platt,  a farmer  of 
Redding,  and  they  have  one  son,  Orrin.  (10) 
Leroy  married  Anna  Weed,  and  they  had  one 
child,  Helen.  He  was  a lock  manufacturer 
first  at  South  Norwalk,  then  at  Stamford,  where 
his  death  occurred.  (1 1)  Thedia  married  George 
Hazen,  a worker  in  wire,  of  Georgetown,  and 
had  one  child — Horace.  (12)  Gordon  died  in 
infancy. 

Floyd  B.  Bouton  was  reared  and  schooled  in 
the  town  of  Redding.  He  worked  on  a farm  for 
a time,  then  was  employed  in  a shoe  shop,  and 
later  went  to  the  village  of  Georgetown  and  be- 
came engaged  in  his  present  business,  in  the 
management  of  which  he  has  displayed  tact  and 
ability.  He  is  affable  and  genial,  and  by  his 
tact  and  close  attention  to  business,  coupled 
with  good  management,  he  has  met  with  that 
success  which  well-directed  efforts  deserve.  He 
has  been  a resident  of  Georgetown  twelve  years, 
during  which  period  he  has  taken  an  active  par} 
in  the  affairs  of  the  village.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  is  registrar  of  the  village,  and  has 
served  as  its  constable.  Socially,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  Georgetown  Ark  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  of 
Ridgefield  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  married  Miss 
Sarah  Webb,  and  to  them  have  come  children 
as  follows:  Florenia,  born  March  9,  1879;  John, 
born  November  17,  1881;  Frances,  born  January 
30,  1883;  Harry,  born  August  16,  1886;  Wilson, 
born  January  15,  1888;  Lillian,  born  March  21, 
1889;  Alderetta,  born  December  6,  1892;  Floyd, 
born  May  19,  1895,  and  Clifford,  born  July 
3'.  >897- 

The  Webb  family  into  which  our  subject  mar- 
ried have  for  several  generations  resided  in  Fair- 
field  county.  Jared  Webb,  the  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Floyd  B.  Bouton,  was  born  August  21, 
1766,  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  where  he  was  edu- 
cated, reared  and  passed  his  early  life  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  He  married  Miss  Hannah  Scho- 
field, who  was  born  January  22,  1770,  and  the 
names  with  dates  of  birth  of  their  children  are: 
Charles,  December  14,  1788;  Epinetus,  June  8, 
1791 ; Sabrina,  May  25,  1793;  Judson,  March  25. 
1795;  Sarah,  May  11,  1797;  Rufus,  July  24, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


780  COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD . 

1 799;  Rebecca,  October  6,  1 8oi ; Eliza,  October  M.,  born  April  30,  1875.  Charles  A.  Ambler, 
16,  1803;  Nancy,  September  18,  1805;  George,  the  father,  died  April  6,  1897. 

August  jo,  1807;  William,  October  8,  1809;  J.  David  Ambler,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Smith,  November  Ji,  J 8 1 1 , and  Seth,  July  1,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Danbury,  Cons.,  re- 
1814.  ceived  his  early  education  there,  and  after  lav- 

William  Webb  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wil-  ing  school  engaged  in  farming,  following  the 

ton,  where  he  was  reared,  educated  and  followed  occupation  all  his  life.  At  one  time,  in  addition 

farming.  He  married  Miss  Jane  Clark,  and  the  to  ^js  farm,  he  ran  a large  hat  factory  near  Da- 
children  born  to  them  were:  (1)  Foster  married  bury,  being  one  of  the  first  to  engage  in  tbit 

Ella  McCullough,  who  died  December  26,  1898,  business  in  that  place,  and  was  widely  known  is 

without  issue.  (2)  Lucy  married  Hiram  Stevens,  one  of  the  pioneer  hat  manufacturers  of  Da- 

a mason  by  trade,  though  now  engaged  in  the  bury.  He  was  an  ardent  devotee  of  religion, 

laundry  business  at  Ridgefield;  they  had  the  and  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
following  children — William  married  Jennie  Kel-  Danbury.  He  married  Miss  Nancy  Carey,  oi 
ler;  Samuel  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years;  that  city,  by  whom  he  had  the  following  children: 
Isabelle  married  Matthew  Nesbet;  Joseph  died  David  A.,  sketch  of  whom  appears  presently 
in  infancy;  Carrie;  and  Jennie,  who  died  in  in-  George  W. , who  married  Catherine  Fuller; Ed- 
fancy.  (3)  Sarah  (Mrs.  Floyd  B.  Bouton).  I ward,  who  married  Ann  Day;  Susan,  who  died 
William  Webb  by  a former  marriage  (to  Mary  unmarried;  Julius,  who  also  died  single;  and 
A.  Fitch)  had  one  child,  Mrs.  Charles  Clark.  Andrew  S.,  who  married  Miss  Augusta  Parsons 

David  A.  Ambler,  father  of  the  subject  0! 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Danbury. 

Conn.,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 

CHARLES  A.  AMBLER  (deceased),  who  in  of  that  place.  After  leaving  school  he  engaged 
' his  lifetime  was  a prominent  farmer  of  the  in  the  manufacture  of  hats  in  Danbury,  and  aim- 
town  of  Wilton,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Dan-  ward  went  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  where  be  cod 
bury,  Conn.,  April  23,  1846.  His  earlier  edu-  ducted  a large  wholesale  store  during  the Ciyii 
cation  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  war.  He  is  now  living  in  Port  Chester, N. Y„ 
that  city,  and  after  removing  with  his  parents  to  where  he  is  engaged  in  real-estate  and  insurance 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  he  there  continued  his  studies  business.  His  experience  has  been  varied  and 
for  a short  time.  In  March,  1861,  he  returned  valuable,  and  his  success  in  business  has  been 
to  the  Jackson  school  in  Danbury,  and  still  later,  unusual.  He  is  a man  of  high  character  and 
at  Ridgefield,  attended  a private  school,  William  standing  in  his  community,  respected  and hos- 
O.  Seymour  being  the  teacher.  For  some  time  ored,  as  a citizen  and  as  a man,  by  all  who  kno» 
after  leaving  school  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  him.  In  religious  faith  he  has  been  a lifelong 
and  then  became  clerk  in  a store  in  Danbury,  member  of  the  Congregational  Church;  socially 
and  later  in  Norwalk.  During  a portion  of  the  he  is  a Freemason.  Politically,  he  is  a Rcp»h 
Civil  war  he  was  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  attending  lican,  and  has  been  honored  with  election  to  set- 
to  his  father’s  store  (he  being  a merchant),  and  eral  of  the  minor  offices  of  his  town.  For® 
in  1871  he  became  a farmer  in  the  town  of  first  wife  he  married  Martha  Coburn,  daughter 
Wilton.  In  politics  he  was  a strong  Republican,  of  John  Coburn,  of  Huntington,  Long  hW 
and  held  the  office  of  first  selectman  of  his  town  To  this  marriage  there  were  born  four  children 
for  two  terms,  while  in  1884  he  was  elected  to  the  Charles  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  E®«! 
Legislature  of  the  State.  At  one  time  he  was  Thayer  and  Harry  S.,  sketches  of  whom  loll0* 
a member  of  the  fire  department  of  Norwalk,  and  Samuel,  who  died  in  infancy.  By  his** 
belonging  to  the  Pioneer  Hook  and  Ladder  Com-  ond  wife  David  A.  Ambler  had  two  children 
pany.  Mr.  Ambler  thus  became  a man  of  va-  Weeden  F.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-*’® 
ried  experience,  and  the  knowledge  which  he  years;  and  Charlotte, 
acquired  at  school  was  largely  augmented  by  ob-  ’ Emery  Thayer  Ambler  was  born  in  Danbury, 
servation  and  wide  reading.  He  attended  the  and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city 
services  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  was  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  went  to  Texas,  loa11^ 
honored  by  the  holding  of  official  positions  in  j at  Dallas,  and  engaged  in  the  wholesale  W® 

that  organization.  In  1872  he  married  Miss  | ware  business ; he  has  resided  in  Dallas  ever  s® 

Hannah  Raymond,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Cath-  going  there;  he  is  married.  Harry  S.  -m  ^ 
erine  (Meeker)  Raymond,  of  Wilton,  which  is  was  born  in  Huntington,  L.  1.,  and  ‘s  n0?||1 
her  native  place.  The  children  of  this  union  resident  of  Bridgeport,  where  he  is  eD8^ 
are:  Lewis  R.,  born  May  6,  1873;  and  Charles  the  confectionery  and  bakery  business.  Be® 
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ried  Elizabeth  Sherwood,  daughter  of  Purdy 
Sherwood,  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  but  has  no  chil- 
dren. 


TirJlLLIAM  H.  NELSON,  of  Holland  Hill 
jrJt  District,  Fairfield  township,  is  a young 
man  whose  energy  and  sagacity  have  won  for 
him  a high  standing  as  an  agriculturist  and  dairy- 
man. Beginning  his  business  career  when  only 
eighteen  years  old,  he  has  continued  it  for  ten 
years  with  marked  success,  and  without  undue 
economy  has  acquired  a fine  property.  His  suc- 
cess does  him  the  more  credit  from  the  fact  that 
it  has  not  been  stained  by  the  memory  of  un- 
worthy methods,  and  he  enjoys  a high  reputation 
for  strictly  honorable  dealings. 

Mr.  Nelson  is  a native  of  Fairfield  township, 
but  his  family  is  of  Danish  origin,  and  Olaf  Nel- 
son, our  subject’s  grandfather,  passed  his  life  in 
Denmark  as  a laboring  man.  Andrew  Nelson, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Denmark, 
November  2,  1844,  and  after  receiving  a fair 
practical  education  in  his  native  land  he  shipped 
as  a sailor  on  board  a brigantine  bound  from 
Copenhagen  to  Iceland,  where  a cargo  of  codfish 
was  to  be  secured  for  Barcelona,  Spain.  They 
reached  Iceland  in  safety,  but  after  leaving  the 
island  bad  weather  set  in,  as  it  was  the  month  of 
November,  and  at  the  end  of  the  first  week  of 
the  voyage  the  vessel  suffered  serious  injuries, 
losing  its  mast  and  springing  a leak.  The  water 
caused  the  codfish  to  swell,  making  it  neces- 
sary to  throw  much  of  the  cargo  over- 
board. After  spending  more  than  a week  at 
the  pumps,  the  crew  had  begun  to  despair 
of  saving  the  ship  when  an  English  brig  carrying 
wheat  from  New  York  City  to  Galway  passed  by 
and  picked  them  off  the  doomed  vessel.  On 
entering  Galway  Bay  the  brig  was  wrecked  on 
the  rocks,  but  all  hands  were  saved.  One  might 
imagine  that  this  experience  of  the  perils  of  the 
deep  would  be  enough  for  any  one;  but  the  young 
sailor  promptly  shipped  at  Galway  as  cabin  boy 
on  a Danish  vessel  bound  for  New  York,  thus 
securing  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  land  in  which 
he  afterward  made  his  home.  He  followed  the 
sea  many  years,  visiting  different  European  ports 
and  traveling  over  the  Atlantic,  north  and  south. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  served  as  boatswain 
and  second  mate,  and  later  was  first  mate  on  an 
American  schooner.  In  1868,  having  ended  his 
sea-going  career  by  several  trips  in  the  fruit  and 
sponge  trade  to  the  West  Indies,  the  cargo  being 
landed  at  Bridgeport,  this  county,  and  Boston, 
Mass.,  he  left  the  sea  and  settled  in  Bridgeport. 

He  was  employed  as  a machinist  seven  years 


in  the  Howe  Sewing  Machine  Works,  and  three 
years  in  the  Eaton,  Cole  & Burnham  Factory  at 
Bridgeport,  his  natural  ability  as  a mechanic 
enabling  him  to  take  readily  to  the  work.  In 
April,  1879,  he  removed  to  a rented  farm  in  Jen- 
ning’s  Woods  District,  town  of  Fairfield,  and 
finding  agricultural  work  congenial  he  soon  after- 
ward purchased  the  place,  going  in  debt  for  the 
greater  portion  of  the  amount  required.  The 
farm  consisted  of  thirty  acres  in  poor  condition, 
the  buildings  being  uninhabitable,  but  be  speed- 
ily made  radical  improvements,  putting  up  ex- 
cellent buildings  and  bringing  the  land  to  a high 
state  of  cultivation.  As  prosperity  came  to  him 
he  added  to  his  farm  until  he  now  owns  seventy 
acres,  making  an  attractive  and  valuable  home- 
stead. He  gives  special  attention  to  the  raising 
of  small  fruits,  and  for  a number  of  years  he  has 
been  engaged  extensively  in  dairying,  being  one  of 
the  few  in  his  section  who  supply  a dairy  route 
from  their  own  herds.  He  is  full  of  energy  and 
industry,  and  devotes  close  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness, his  quiet,  unassuming  disposition  making 
him  disinclined  to  public  life.  He  takes  no  part 
in  political  work,  but  socially  he  is  much  es- 
teemed, and  lor  some  time  he  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  Pequonnock  Lodge  No.  4,  1.  O.  O.  F. , 
of  Bridgeport.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  was 
married  in  New  York  City  to  Miss  Margaret 
Fitzgerald,  a native  of  Ireland,  and  three  chil- 
dren blessed  the  union:  William  H.,  Gracie  A. 

and  Alice  C. 

William  H.  Nelson,  our  subject  was  born  May 
9,  1870,  at  Bridgeport,  the  family  residence  being 
on  State  street.  His  education  was  begun  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  place,  and  later  he  grad- 
uated from  the  Bridgeport  Business  College. 
After  the  removal  to  Jenning’s  Woods  District  he 
assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm  and 
dairy,  receiving  a training  which  has  since  been 
invaluable  to  him,  and  as  a boy  he  demonstrated 
his  business  ability  while  in  charge  of  a milk 
route  in  Bridgeport.  This  line  of  business  he 
has  continued  without  interruption,  and  he  has 
a long  list  of  patrons  among  the  best  people  of 
that  thriving  city.  In  1895  he  located  upon  his 
present  farm  in  the  Holland  Hill  District,  where 
he  now  has  a comfortable  and  pleasant  home. 
From  boyhood  he  has  been  a great  admirer  of 
that  noble  animal,  the  dog,  and  he  recently  be- 
gan to  breed  beagle  hounds,  his  stock  being  from 
the  best  strains  in  the  country.  While  the  busi- 
ness promises  to  be  profitable,  it  was  undertaken 
through  interest  in  the  animals  rather  than  for 
gain.  Politically,  he  is  a stanch  Republican  so 
far  as  national  issues  are  concerned,  but  in  local 
affairs  he  votes  independently.  On  June  19, 
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1895,  Mr.  Nelson  married  Miss  Catherine  Sherry, 
of  New  York,  and  they  hold  an  enviable  place  in 
the  social  life  of  the  neighborhood. 


MENRY  S.  KNAPP,  the  owner  of  a fine  farm 

of  seventy-five  acres  in  Fairfield  township, 

Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  is  a representative  of  one 
of  the  old  families  of  this  region,  and  one  of  the 
model  citizens  of  the  community  in  which  he  re- 
sides. He  is  a native  of  the  township,  born 
March  10,  1834,  in  the  Holland  Heights  District, 
son  of  John  and  Esther  (Turney)  Knapp,  the 
mother  a native  of  Fairfield  village.  The  grand- 
father was  also  named  John. 

John  Knapp,  father  of  Henry  S.,  was  a suc- 
cessful self-made  man,  for  he  began  life  a poor 
boy,  and  by  his  own  industry  accumulated  a com- 
fortable competence.  During  his  early  manhood 
he  followed  the  water  for  several  years,  but  farm- 
ing was  his  life  occupation.  He  and  his  wife 
died  at  about  the  same  age,  both  passing  the 
three-score-and-ten  mark,  and  their  remains  rest 
in  Fairfield  East  cemetery.  They  were  Congre- 
gationalists  in  religious  faith,  and,  politically,  Mr. 
Knapp  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 
Their  family  consisted  of  six  children:  Eliza  A. 
(Mrs. William  Trubee),  deceased;  Rufus,  who  was 
lost  at  sea  between  New  York  City  and  Liverpool, 
while  acting  as  captain  of  the  “Leviathan”; 
John,  who  died  at  Holland  Heights;  William, 
who  was  captain  of  the  “ Morning  Star,  ” which 
went  down  between  New  York  and  New  Orleans; 
Mary,  widow  of  Alfred  A.  Hubbell,  of  Bridgeport; 
and  Henry  S. , whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 

Henry  S.  Knapp  received  the  advantages  af- 
forded by  the  district  schools  of  his  boyhood,  and 
for  a short  time  afterward  studied  at  Fairfield 
Academy.  He  was  married  October  4,  1856,  in 
Bridgeport,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Peet,  who  was  born 
November  29,  1833,  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Mary 
Seely  (Banks)  Peet,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
son  of  Elijah  Peet,  the  latter  being  a daughter  of 
Hezekiah  Banks,  of  Easton,  Conn.  Mrs.  Knapp 
was  reared  in  Bridgeport,  and  attended  Easton 
Academy  under  Prof.  Lucius  Wilcox.  The 
young  couple  commenced  housekeeping  on  the 
Knapp  farm,  where  they  resided  until  their  re- 
moval to  the  farm  which  has  since  been  their 
home.  They  have  a fine  home.  Mr.  Knapp  has 
erected  all  the  buildings  on  this  place,  and  made 
numerous  improvements  during  his  residence 
here,  the  farm  being  a highly  productive  and 
valuable  one.  In  addition  to  general  agriculture, 
he  has  also  engaged  in  dairying  for  a number  of 
years,  and  by  constant  industry  and  attention 
to  his  work  he  has  reached  an  enviable  degree 


of  prosperity,  ranking  among  the  successful  m 
of  the  locality.  Politically,  Mr.  Knapp  attache 
himself  to  no  party,  selecting  the  man  he  thinks 
best  fitted  for  office  and  best  able  to  serve  his 
country’s  interests;  at  the  last  Presidential  elec- 
tion he  cast  his  ballot  in  support  ol  McKinley. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knapp  have  bad 
three  children,  as  follows:  (l)  Edwin  H,  lives 
at  home;  (2)  Richmond  B.,  who  is  a fanner 
of  Fairfield  Woods,  is  married  and  has  lorn 
children — Marguerite,  Daisy,  Rufus  and  Hear; 
Du  Mond.  (3)  Ella  J.  is  the  wife  of  Capt.  John 
Prout,  and  has  one  child,  Mabel  E. 


rXEORGE  WILLIAM  S0UTHW1CK.  Oneof 
the  most  attractive  country  homes  ol  this 
section  is  the  residence  of  the  subject  ol  this 
sketch,  near  Noroton  Heights,  a locality  noted 
for  its  picturesque  scenery  and  refined  social  life. 
Mr.  Southwick  is  actively  engaged  in  business, 
but  he  has  found  time  to  identify  himself  with 
the  best  interests  of  the  community  in  which  hr 
has  made  his  home,  and  he  and  his  wile  art  re 
garded  as  valuable  additions  to  the  society  ol 
that  vicinity. 

His  ancestors  in  the  paternal  line  were  early 
settlers  in  New  York  State  (Troy).  His  lather, 
the  late  George  William  Southwick,  Sr. , was  a 
wholesale  dealer  in  drugs  in  New  York  City,  an1! 
resided  in  New  York,  where  he  died  in  i8/'$- 
Our  subject’s  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Charlotte  Louise  Quackenbos,  is  still  lit®?- 
The  Quackenbos  family  originated  in  Holland, 
and  the  head  of  the  American  line  came  to  the 
country  several  generations  ago.  Our  subject 
was  one  of  four  children,  the  others  being:  Mrs 
John  G.  Boyd  (of  New  York);  Arthur  Q-  ^ 
Renwick. 

Mr.  Southwick,  our  subject,  was  bora  ® 
Brooklyn  in  1851,  and  received  his  education m 
the  schools  of  New  York  City.  At  the  age  0. 
sixteen  he  entered  his  father’s  store  to  acquire* 
knowledge  of  the  drug  business,  and  when 
was  twenty  years  old  he  started  on  his  own  ac- 
count as  a dealer  in  mill  supplies  and  patent  arti- 
cles. In  1873  he  married  Miss  Anna  B.  Ham- 
mond, a lineal  descendant  of  William  Peno,  a 

a daughter  of  Edson  D.  and  Louise  Manat 
(Thurston)  Hammond,  of  New  York,  where 
was  born  and  reared,  receiving  a careful  edoca 
tion.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Southwick  have  three  sons 
Frank  Herbert,  born  April  27,  1879;  Arthur  (J- 
December  6,  1 880,  and  Louis  Thurston,  Septa® 
her  27,  1883.  About  1883  Mr.  Southwick  1^ 
moved  with  his  family  to  Stamford,  and  later 
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purchased  his  present  home  (or  a permanent 
residence.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  also  belongs  to 
several  fraternal  societies,  including  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  he  has  never  aspired  to  of- 
ficial honors. 


JrOSEPH  B.  BRADLEY,  a well-to-do  agri- 
culturist of  the  town  of  Fairfield,  is  a mem- 
ber of  a family  which  has  long  been  held  in 
high  esteem  in  that  section,  and  although  he  is  a 
quiet,  unostentatious  citizen,  decidedly  averse  to 
public  life,  he  enjoys  in  a marked  degree  the  re- 
spect of  his  associates.  He  is  now  the  only  liv- 
ing male  descendant  of  his  grandfather,  Joseph 
Bradley,  who  was  a well-known  resident  of 
Greenfield. 

Francis  Burr  Bradley,  our  subject's  father, 
was  bom  in  Greenfield,  and  his  boyhood  was 
mainly  spent  there  upon  a farm.  Like  many 
country  youths,  he  had  a great  desire  to  go  to 
sea.  but  a trip  to  the  West  Indies  satisfied  him 
in  that  respect,  and  on  his  return  he  settled 
down  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a thrifty 
man,  accumulating  a fine  competence,  and  was 
devoted  to  his  business,  giving  but  little  atten- 
tion to  public  affairs.  In  his  later  years  he  was 
a Republican,  but  beyond  voting  regularly  he 
did  not  assist  in  party  work.  When  about  fifty 
years  old  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Bradley,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Bradley,  a prominent  resident  of 
Greenfield.  She  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five; 
he  survived  her,  passing  away  in  his  eighty- 
seventh  year,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred 
at  Greenfield.  Of  their  two  children  our  subject 
is  the  elder;  the  other,  Mary  L.,  who  married 
Lloyd  N.  Sherwood,  now  resides  at  Greenfield 
Hill. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  the  old  homestead 
in  Greenfield,  and  his  education  was  begun  in 
the  schools  of  that  locality.  After  his  mother’s 
death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  but  a child, 
he  was  sent  to  a school  at  Saugatuck,  and  later 
he  attended  Green’s  Farms  Academy  for  a time. 
Having  some  inclination  toward  mercantile  life 
in  boyhood  he  became  a clerk  in  a store  at  West- 
port  for  David  Salmons;  however,  after  two  years 
he  returned  home,  where  he  has  followed  agricult- 
ure as  an  occupation.  Of  late  years  he  has  con- 
tented himself  with  taking  general  oversight  of 
the  farm,  but  his  management  is  most  skillful  and 
it  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  cultivated  estates 
in  the  vicinity.  In  1877  he  completed  an  ele- 
gant residence  upon  his  portion  of  the  homestead. 
While  he  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  ques- 


tions of  the  day,  and  is  a strong  believer  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  Republican  party,  he  has  never 
been  an  office  seeker.  In  religious  faith  he  is  an 
Episcopalian,  and  he  and  his  family  are  identified 
with  the  Church  of  that  denomination  at  South- 
port. 

In  November,  1876,  Mr.  Bradley  was  married 
at  Greenfield,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  P.  Lobdell,  and 
four  children  have  blessed  the  union:  Two  sons, 

Joseph  and  Francis,  died  in  infancy;  Miss  Mary 
Galetta,  who  is  at  home,  is  an  accomplished 
young  lady,  having  attended  school  in  Norwalk, 
Fairfield  and  Bridgeport;  Miss  Sarah  Eleanor  is 
also  at  home.  Mrs.  Bradley  is  a native  of  North 
Salem,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  the  Lobdell 
family  is  well  known  in  that  section.  Her  fa- 
ther, William  Lobdell,  was  an  edge-tool  maker 
in  early  life,  but  later  engaged  in  farming,  and 
| is  now  residing  at  his  farm  at  Greenfield,  at  the 
I advanced  age  of  seventy  years.  Her  mother, 
i whose  maiden  name  was  Galetta  Angeline  Wood, 
j is  sixty-eight,  and  both  parents  have  been  for 
| many  years  leading  members  of  the  Episcopal 
I Church  at  Weston.  Mrs.  Bradley’s  grandparents 
1 on  the  maternal  side  were  Damaras  Hyde,  and 
| Thomas  Wood,  who  owned  a number  of  vessels 
I and  did  a large  shipping  business  at  Westport, 
Conn.  The  Lobdells  came  from  Wales  in  1640, 
and  located  at  Milford,  Conn.,  but  the  family 
soon  scattered,  some  going  to  Vermont,  some  to 
New  Orleans,  and  some  to  Westchester  county, 
N.  Y.,  where  Mrs.  Bradley's  grandfather  was 
born.  There  he  married  Eliza  Miller,  whose  fa- 
ther was  a renowned  pedagogue  at  that  time,  her 
mother  being  a Miss  James,  of  Philadelphia. 


JrOHN  J.  TAYLOR.  While  the  world,  it  is 
i true,  owes  much  of  its  advancement  to  the 
professional  and  the  commercial  circles,  yet 
is  it  equally  true  that  much  of  the  broader  culture 
and  more  daring  thought  comes  from  a class  of 
men  whoes  lives  have  been  passed  in  study  and 
travel.  The  contact  with  the  ideas  of  the  great 
thinkers  through  their  writings,  the  actual  con- 
tact with  human  beings  of  all  classes  and  nations, 
drives  out  the  narrowness  of  conception  that  so 
often  is  found  in  those  whose  lives  are  given 
over  to  business  or  to  a single  profession. 

John  J.  Taylor,  a prominent  citizen  of  Stam- 
ford, was  born  in  New  York  City,  February  17, 
1845,  a son  of  John  Jacob  Taylor,  and  a grand- 
son of  Jacob  Bloomingdale  Taylor,  of  English 
ancestry.  The  grandfather  was  a merchant  in 
New  York  City,  and  was  at  one  time  manager  of 
the  vast  estate  of  John  Jacob  Astor. 

John  Jacob  Taylor  passed  his  entire  life  in 
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New  York  City,  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits, trading  chiefly  with  Cuba,  as  did  also  his 
brother,  the  widely-known  Moses  Taylor.  He 
married  Frances  Wetmore,  a daughter  of  Samuel 
Wetmore,  a resident  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  a 
native  of  Middletown,  Conn,  (he  was  a Chinese 
trader).  The  following  children  came  to  bless 
this  union:  John  J.,  Jacob  B.,  Frances  \\\, 
Amelia  M.,  and  Elizabeth  C. 

John  J.  Taylor,  the  only  surviving  child  of 
the  above  named  family,  passed  his  boyhood 
days  in  New  York  City,  in  Newport,  R.  1.,  and 
in  Europe.  His  education  was  obtained  wholly 
under  the  instruction  of  private  tutors  and  in 
private  schools,  and  he  has  never  engaged  in 
business.  The  greater  portion  of  his  life  has 
been  spent  in  traveling  over  Europe,  Asia,  Africa 
and  America,  wherever  and  however  his  fancy 
led  him.  In  1883  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Stamford,  purchasing  a beautiful  home. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  married,  in  England,  to  Miss 
Caroline  Clarke,  of  Ringwood,  and  they  have  the 
following  children:  Zenobia  E. ; Hiram  H.,  con- 
nected with  the  paymaster’s  department  of  the 
New  York  Central  railroad;  Bessie  H.;  and 
Wyatt  W.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Tay- 
lor is  a Democrat,  and  has  served  on  campaign 
committees.  Socially,  he  became  a Freemason 
in  Cornwall,  England,  is  past  master  of  the  Lodge 
at  Penzance,  in  that  county,  and  is  Past  Provin- 
cial Grand  Director  of  Ceremonies  of  the  County 
of  Cornwall. 


Jj'ACOB  S.  MAYHEW,  of  the  town  of  Bethel, 

I is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  success- 
ful business  men  of  that  section,  being  well- 
known  as  a dealer  in  leaf  tobacco,  and  a breeder 
of  fancy  live  stock.  “Clover  Side  Farm,”  his 
estate,  in  the  Plum  Trees  District,  town  of 
Bethel,  is  conducted  on  modern  principles  as  a 
breeding  farm,  Mr.  Mayhew  taking  a scientific 
interest  in  securing  the  highest  possible  results  in 
its  management. 

A brief  review  of  his  life  and  ancestry  will  be 
of  value  to  our  readers,  especially  as  his  fore- 
fathers became  identified  with  this  section  many 
years  ago.  Jacob  Mayhew,  his  grandfather 
(born  in  1790  and  died  in  1839),  who  married 
Hannah  Williams  fborn  in  1 793  and  died  in  1 872), 
was  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  this 
county,  and  Theodore  Mayhew,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  that  town  April  1,  1822, 
and  died  September  21,  1880,  and  was  reared  to 
manhood  there,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
local  schools.  In  1845  he  removed  to  the  Plum 
Trees  District,  of  the  town  of  Bethel,  wTiere  he 


engaged  in  farming  and  in  the  hatting  business. 
He  was  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  a membe 
of  the  Democratic  party.  On  October  n,  1843, 
he  married  Miss  Betsy  Sherman,  who  was  bora 
June  2,  1822,  and  died  September  20, 1873,  the 
daughter  of  Zalmon  W.  Sherman,  whowasbora 
in  1795  and  died  in  1838,  and  who  married 
Hannah  P.  Crofut,  who  was  born  in  1805  and  died 
in  1881.  They  had  five  children:  Emma  Clar- 
inda,  born  September  1,  1844,  who  married 
Charles  E.  Edmonds;  Jane  L.,  bora  April  12, 
1848;  Harriet  A.,  born  July  12,  1851,  who  mar- 
ried Frederick  A.  Judd,  of  Danbury,  and  died 
March  2,  1880;  Jacob  Sherman,  our  subject,  and 
Marriette  L.,  born  December  17,  1855. 

Mr.  Mayhew,  our  subject,  was  bora  Marti 
30,  1854,  at  the  old  homestead  in  the  Plum  Trees 
District,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  tie 
district  schools  of  the  town.  At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  went  to  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  be  was 
employed  for  a time  as  a clerk  in  a hardware 
store,  and  on  his  return  he  worked  one  season  at 
the  cigar  business  in  New  Haven,  alter  which  be 
spent  some  time  in  a leaf  tobacco  warehouse  in 
New  York  City.  In  1875  he  came  to  Bethel  and 
engaged  in  business  in  the  Plum  Trees  District, 
opening  a cigar  manufactory  and  leaf-tobacco 
warehouse,  conducting  a wholesale  trade,  in 
a 880  he  purchased  the  old  homestead  from  the 
other  heirs,  and  also  started  his  stock  farm,  where 
he  has  since  made  a specialty  of  raising  ]«■ 
sey  cattle,  fancy  poultry,  etc.,  his  motto  be- 
ing “ thoroughbreds  or  nothing.”  He  also  deal' 
in  carriages  of  all  kinds,  and  he  has  an  extensive 
trade  in  all  these  lines. 

On  November  24,  1880,  Mr.  Mayhew marr®- 
Miss  Lillie  A.  Fairchild,  and  four  children  have 
blessed  the  union:  Susan  Clara,  born  September 
6,  1881 ; Theodore  F.,  December  1,  i882;Josepc 
B.,  November  17,  1886,  and  Gala  E-,  August'- 
1889.  Socially,  Mr.  Mayhew  is  connected  wit- 
Eureka  Lodge  No.  83,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Betbe*- 
and  Eureka  Chapter  No.  23,  R.  A.  M.,  atD1” 
bury.  He  has  always  been  a Democrat  in  P0‘- 
tics,  for  several  years  has  been  justice  of  t ‘ 
peace,  and  in  1896  he  was  the  candidate  0 * 
party  for  second  selectman,  but  was  defeat 
the  town  being  Republican  by  135  majority 


I IRVING  LOCKWOOD  is  the  proprietor  of  the 

i largest  and  best  equipped  livery  bu51D 

New  Canaan,  and  enjoys  an  extensive  pa 
age  from  the  best  people  in  the  town, 
was  born  September  4,  1865,  on  his  > 
farm,  in  the  town  of  New  Canaan,  ai 
county,  Connecticut. 
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The  father,  William  Lockwood,  was  also 
born  in  New  Canaan,  and  there  passed  all  his 
days,  dying  May  23,  1 87S.  He  attended  the 
district  school  in  his  boyhood;  and  was  reared  to 
agricultural  life,  in  which  he  also  engaged.  At 
Lewisboro.  Westchester  county.  N.  V.,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Jane  Raymond, 
daughter  of  Amos  N.  Raymond,  and  the  young 
couple  took  up  their  residence  on  the  farm  in 
New  Canaan,  still  occupied  by  Mrs.  Lockwood. 
Ten  children  were  born  to  this  union,  of  whom 
Lucy  A.  married  Edwin  K.  Hoyt,  and  lives  at 
Ridgefield,  Fairfield  county;  Jennie  E.  is  the 
wife  of  Philo  S.  Green,  of  Stamford.  Conn. ; Ada 
makes  her  home  in  New  Canaan;  W.  Stanley  is 
engaged  in  the  butcher  business  in  New  Canaan 
(he  married  Carrie  Bishop;;  George  E.,  now  de- 
ceased, married  Carrie  Lambert;  Irving  is  the 
subject  proper  of  this  review;  Alice  C.  lives  in 
New  Canaan;  Homer  travels  for  a leather  firm, 
and  has  his  residence  in  Boston  (he  married  Mary 
Wills);  Emily  lives  in  New  Canaan;  Raymond 
died  in  infancy. 

Irving  Lockwood  spent  his  boyhood  days  on 
the  home  farm,  meanwhile  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  school  of  the  district,  and  Mrs. 
Ayres’  private  school  at  New  Canaan.  He  fol- 
lowed in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  until  1889, 
engaging  in  farming,  but  has  since  given  all  of 
his  time  to  the  livery  business  which  he  now 
owns  and  conducts.  He  was  in  partnership  with 
his  brother  George  E.  until  1891,  when  he  bought 
his  brother's  interest,  and  he  has  since  been  sole 
proprietor.  The  well  appointed  and  commodious 
stables  give  accommodation  to  twenty-eight  or 
thirty  horses,  and  conveyances  from  this  stable 
are  sent  out  to  all  trains.  Mr.  Lockwood  caters 
to  the  best  class  of  trade  in  New  Canaan,  and 
his  efforts  to  have  everything  in  his  business 
"up-to-date ” and  satisfactory  to  the  most  ex- 
acting have  been  duly  appreciated  by  his  patrons, 
who  increase  in  number  every  year.  Mr.  Lock- 
wood  is  a member  of  Harmony  Lodge  No.  67, 
F.  and  A.  M.;  he  is  identified  with  St.  Mark's 
Episcopal  Church  of  New  Canaan.  [Since  the 
above  was  written,  Mr.  Irving  Lockwood  sold  his 
livery  business  March  29,  1899,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  coal  business  in  New  Canaan  and 
South  Norwalk,  Connecticut.] 


JrOHN  BATEMAN.  The  Old  World  has  given 
to  this  country  many  expert  mechanics,  and 
the  Mother  Country  has  contributed  no  small 
percentage  of  these  experts.  The  steel  works  at 
Sheffield  have  long  been  noted  for  the  fine  grade 
of  work,  and  the  men  employed  there  have  at- 
60 


j tained  to  a degree  of  perfection  seldom  found 
| elsewhere.  Enoch  Bateman,  the  father  of  the 
i subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a native  of  Sheffield, 

I England,  and  there  learned  and  followed  his  trade 
j of  shear  making  until  t86o.  when,  lured  by  re- 
ports of  the  fortunes  awaiting  all  toilers,  he  came 
to  America,  and  was  soon  employed  as  a gun- 
smith in  the  army.  He  is  now  in  the  employ  of 
the  Ohio  Co-operative  Shear  Company  at  Elyria, 
Ohio.  He  was  married  in  Sheffield  to  Miss 
Amelia  Middleton,  who  still  makes  her  home  in 
England.  The  children  born  to  this  union  were: 
John,  Jane  and  Ellen,  still  living  in  Sheffield; 
James,  in  Elyria,  Ohio;  Mary,  deceased;  and 
Emily,  in  London,  England. 

John  Bateman,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines,  was  born  in  Sheffield,  October  7,  1852.  and 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  that  city. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  came  to  this  country 
and  entered  the  employ  of  his  mother’s  brother, 
John  Middleton,  who  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  rattan  chairs.  Here  he  remained  for 
six  months,  and  in  March,  1872,  he  came  to 
Brookfield,  where  he  learned  the  art  of  shear 
i manufacturing  in  the  shop  of  Bennett  & Wet- 
more,  where  at  that  time  his  father,  too,  was  em- 
ployed. Ten  years  of  faithful  service  with  this 
firm  brought  its  own  reward,  and  in  1882  he  was 
admitted  into  the  firm,  which  later  became  F.  A. 
Bennett  & Co.  In  1889  Mr.  Bennett  retired,  his 
share  being  bought  by  Stephen  Meaney,  and  the 
firm  then  became' known  as  the  "Lenox  Shear 
Company."  On  May  22,  1895,  Mr.  Bateman 
bought  the  interest  of  Mr.  Meaney,  and  is  now 
the  sole  proprietor.  The  business  is  well  estab- 
lished, making  some  fifty  different  brands  of  their 
specialty — shears  and  scissors.  Last  year  alone 
they  manufactured  nine  thousand  dollars  worth 
I of  goods. 

On  October  7.  1873,  Mr.  Bateman  was  mar- 
i ried  to  Helen  Isabella  W’etmore,  daughter  of 
j Lemuel  P.  Wetmore,  who  was  born  in  Newtown, 

I Conn.,  but  moved  to  Brookfield  to  serve  an  ap- 
I prenticeship  at  the  blacksmith  trade,  and  re- 
I mained  there  up  to  his  death,  which  occurred 
September  17,  1897,  when  he  was  aged  seventy- 
three  years.  Her  mother  was  born  in  Brook- 
field, and  lived  there  to  the  age  of  seventy-four 
j years,  dying  November  8.  1898. 

I Mr.  Bateman  is  a naturalized  citizen  and  firm 
I in  the  belief  that  the  country  that  opened  the 
j doors  of  its  business  and  social  life  to  his  energy 
j and  honesty  is  the  country  to  which  he  owes  his 
1 allegiance.  He  is  a stanch  Republican  in  his 
political  affiliations,  and  is  now  serving  on  the 
town  committee.  In  his  social  relations  he  is  a 
member  of  St.  Peters  Lodge,  No.  21,  F.  & A. 
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M.,  of  New  Milford;  and  Samaritan  Lodge,  I.  0. 
O.  F. , of  Danbury.  In  religious  faith  he  and  his 
wife  are  faithful  members  of  St.  Paul's  Parish, 
and  are  prominently  identified  with  the  society 
of  the  place.  Few  men  stand  as  high  in  the  es- 
timation of  his  fellow  townsmen  as  Mr.  Bateman, 
and  financially  he  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
most  substantial  citizens  of  the  community. 

GEORGE  GREGORY.  Among  the  eight  fam- 
ilies that  settled,  in  1684,  at  the  present  site 
of  Danbury,  then  a wilderness,  was  that  of  Judah 
Gregory,  and  throughout  the  intervening  years 
the  name  of  Gregory  has  been  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  the  development  of  this  section. 
Several  members  of  the  family  took  an  active 
part  in  the  struggle  for  our  National  inde- 
pendence. 

The  late  William  H.  Gregory,  the  father  of 
the  well-known  resident  of  Darien  whose  name 
opens  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Danbury,  and  his 
life  was  mainly  spent  within  the  limits  of  this 
county.  By  occupation  he  was  a carpenter  and 
joiner,  but  after  some  years  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  lumber  business.  Although  he  was 
thoroughly  progressive  in  his  ideas,  he  was  quiet 
and  unassuming  in  manner,  and  never  sought  to 
take  a place  in  public  life.  He  died  in  1890  at 
the  age  of  eightv-six,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Ann  Richards,  breathed  her  last 
in  1868. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  the  only 
surviving  member  of  his  family,  was  born  in  Dar- 
ien, March  20.  1835,  and  obtained  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  that  town.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  began  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade, 
and  so  rapidly  did  he  progress  that  when  he  was 
twenty-five  he  was  foreman  of  the  largest  shop 
in  New  Haven.  Conn.  In  1880  he  went  to 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  to  take  charge  of  a shop  for 
Studebaker  Bros.,  but  owing  to  iil  health  he  re- 
mained there  only  about  fourteen  months.  He 
then  returned  to  his  native  place,  and  he  has 
since  been  engaged  in  carpentering  and  farming. 
As  a mechanic  he  ranks  very  high,  being  able  to 
weld  copper  to  iron,  an  achievement  that  few 
could  ever  attempt.  He  has  a pleasant  home  in 
Darien,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  the  place.  In  1859  he  married  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Whitlock,  of  Weston,  this  county,  and 
three  sons  have  blessed  the  union.  Henry  W. 
is  a rising  young  lawyer  of  Norwalk,  and  at 
present  holds  the  position  of  judge  of  the  city 
court  there.  William  H.,  the  second  son,  is 
now  a dentist  in  Stamford;  and  Ira,  the  young- 
est, is  a student  in  the  Norwalk  high  school. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregory  are  leading  inemben 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  has  been  iden- 
tified for  more  than  forty  years  with  the  Masonic 
Fraternity.  In  politics  he  gives  an  unwavering 
allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  is  1 
foe  to  monopolies  of  any  sort.  He  has  alwavs 
been  active  in  party  work,  and  while  residing  in 
New  Haven  was  a member  of  the  city  council. 
Since  locating  in  Darien  permanently,  he  has 
served  as  selectman  and  assessor,  holding  the 
latter  office  five  terms.  At  present  he  is  the 
representative  from  his  town  in  the  Genera!  As- 
sembly. 

T'HOMAS  LOWE,  of  Stratford,  familiarly 
known  among  a large  circle  of  friends  as 
“Tom,”  is  a successful  business  man,  and  al- 
though, now  less  active  than  formerly,  he  is 
largely  interested  in  real  estate  in  Stratford  and 
vicinity.  Among  his  most  important  deals  in  the 
past  we  may  mention  the  valuable  property  at 
the  corner  of  Main  and  Gilbert  streets,  Bridge- 
port (where  now  stands  Barnum  Institute, 
which  he  sold  to  the  late  P.  T.  Barnum  as  a site 
for  his  famous  museum.  In  addition  to  his  in- 
vestments in  this  section  he  owns  residence  prop- 
erty in  Anniston,  Ala.,  where  a portion  ot  his 
time  is  spent. 

Mr.  Lowe  was  born  February  4-  111 

Staffordshire,  England,  and  comes  of  a hardy 
ancestry  that  was  connected  with  agriculture  lor 
many  generations.  William  Lowe,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Staffordshire  in  i8oy 
and  became  a brass  finisher  by  occupation.  He 
I and  his  wife,  Mary  (Bryan), both  died  in  EngW 
They  had  eleven  children:  Mary  Ann,  boro  i» 
1826,  married  Edward  Owen;  Sarah,  bon"1 
1828,  married  John  Rhoden;  John,  born  in  1 Si1 
is  deceased;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1833  (now  «- 
1 ceased),  married  Edward  Davis;  Selenor,  borE 
j in  1835,  died  unmarried;  Hannah,  born  ilv 
1 married  Thomas  Walters;  William,  bom  in 
I died  in  1885  in  Kansas,  where  he  had  been en- 
I gaged  in  farming;  Thomas,  our  subject,  is mer- 
1 tioned  more  fully  below;  Samuel,  born  in  1^ 
I is  a retired  farmer  and  resides  in  Stratford; 

! S.,  born  in  1846,  died  unmarried;  and  L f 

I born  in  1 848,  resides  in  Stratford,  and  is  >»' 1 
1 employ  of  the  Graphophone  Company  at  BrW' 

| port. 

Our  subject’s  education  was  obtained  in 1 ‘ 
1 schools  of  his  native  land,  and  as  he  display*1- 
i artistic  ability  he  made  choice  of  a congenia  # 

I cupation  when  he  learned  the  business  °f 
I ing  flowers  for  decorative  purposes.  At  tw  * . 
i of  twenty-two,  he  came  to  America,  locating 
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in  New  York  City,  where  he  was  employed  at  i 
his  trade  lor  a lew  years.  In  1867  he  came  to  j 
Bridgeport  to  enter  the  employ  ol  the  Wheeler 
& Wilson  Mlg.  Company,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained some  time.  He  then  engaged  in  the 
saloon  business  on  E.  Main  street,  Bridgeport,  J 
and  alterward  removed  to  another  building  on 
Wall  street,  in  the  same  city,  where  he  carried 
on  an  extensive  business  for  about  twenty  years. 
Later  he  spent  two  years  upon  a larm,  and  in 
1896  he  made  his  home  in  Stratford,  devoting 
his  attention  to  the  management  of  his  real-es- 
tate interests.  Politically,  he  is  a Republican, 
and  he  has  always  taken  keen  interest  in  all 
questions  of  the  day.  In  1868  he  married  Miss 
Grace  Hanes,  a native  of  England,  but  no  chil- 
dren brighten  their  home. 


GEORGE  LEE,  a respected  resident  of  the 
town  of  New  Fairfield,  has  been  for  some 
time  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
that  locality. 

His  ancestors  located  many  years  ago  in  the 
town  of  Kent,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his 
father,  Thomas  Lee,  was  born  and  reared  and 
spent  his  manhood  in  the  occupation  of  farming. 
He  and  his  wife,  Esther  Meed,  had  ten  children: 
Absalom,  who  married  Susan  Horton;  Daniel, 
who  married  Margaret  Eastwood;  Rachel,  wife 
of  Silas  Russel;  Phoebe  A.,  wife  of  Jack  Hicks; 
Hannah,  wife  of  Charles  Baker,  Beckie,  who 
married  William  Baker;  Matilda,  who  married 
John  Whitefield;  George,  our  subject;  Thomas, 
who  married  Mary  Tompkins;  and  Joseph,  who 
married  Dennie  Russell. 

Mr.  Lee,  our  subject,  was  born  at  the  old 
home  in  Putnam  county,  and  obtained  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  town  of 
Kent.  He  has  always  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  married  Miss  Emma  Tompkins,  and 
four  children  blessed  the  union:  Clarence,  born 
October  4,  1884,  and  Frankie,  born  in  March, 
1887.  are  at  home;  the  two  younger  children, 
Annie  and  Belle,  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Lee  is  also  a native  of  Putnam  county, 
having  first  seen  the  light  in  the  town  of  Kent 
February  1,  1854.  She  received  a good  com- 
mon-school education,  and  possesses  much  ability. 
Her  father.  Howard  Tompkins,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Kent,  Putnam  county,  in  1816,  and 
after  securing  an  education  in  the  local  schools, 
engaged  in  farming.  Although  he  never  took  an 
active  part  in  political  life,  being  indifferent  to 
official  honors,  he  was  a strong  believer  in  the 
principles  and  policy  of  the  Republican  party.  By 
his  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Julia  Wash- 


burn, he  had  eight  children:  Ann  E.,  deceased; 
Louisa,  wife  of  Harrison  Barrett;  Martha,  who 
married  Michael  Russell;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Thomas 
Lee;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Henry  Stevens;  Susan, 
who  married  James  Miller;  Emma,  wife  of  our 
subject,  and  George  H.,  who  married  Margaret 
Hunt.  The  mother  these  children  died,  and  the 
father  subsequently  married  Margaret  Light,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children:  Pruella,  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  Julia,  who  married  George  B.  Rus- 
sell, and  has  one  daughter,  Viola.  After  the 
death  of  his  second  wife  Mr.  Tompkins  formed  a 
third  matrimonial  union,  this  time  with  Mary 
Cole,  but  no  children  were  born  of  this  marriage. 


IEWIS  BURRITT.  The  family,  of  which 
_ the  subject  of  these  lines  is  an  honored 
member,  came  originally  from  Wales,  and  the 
first  of  the  name  to  emigrate  to  this  country  was 
William  Burritt,  the  pioneer,  who  came  to  Strat- 
ford in  1639. 

For  three  generations  the  Burritts  of  whom 
we  write  were  born  in  the  town  of  Stratford, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  were  all  farmers — 
Joseph,  David  and  George — the  great-grand- 
father, grandfather  and  father,  respectively,  of 
our  subject.  Of  these,  David  (the  grandfather; 
was  a hatter  by  trade.  He  married  Annie  Wells, 
of  the  town  of  Stratford,  and  by  her  had  a fam- 
ily of  four  children,  viz. : George  was  the  father 

of  our  subject;  William  was  for  many  years  a 
tinner  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  whence  he  moved  to 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  where  he  died,  in  1897; 
Catherine  married  Alfred  Burnett,  who  is  now  a 
retiled  cabinetmaker  (she  is  also  still  living);  and 
Albert,  who  was  first  a hatter  by  trade,  later  in 
the  hardware  business,  and  died  in  1899  in 
Waterbury. 

George  Burritt,  father  of  our  subject,  mar- 
ried Catherine  Curtis,  a daughter  of  Nehemiah 
Curtis,  of  the  town  of  Stratford,  and  they  had 
four  children,  all  yet  living:  Lewis,  our  subject; 
Mary  J.,  wile  of  John  Gauntlett,  of  Ithaca,  N.Y. ; 
Cornelia,  single;  and  Sarah,  wife  of  John  W. 
Thompson,  a real-estate  dealer  in  the  town  of 
Stratford.  The  parents  of  this  family  are  both 
deceased,  the  father  dying  in  1889,  the  mother 
in  1891.  They  were  consistent  Congregational- 
ists  in  religious  belief,  and  in  politics  he  was  a 
Whig. 

Lewis  Burritt,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  March  21, 
1 83 1 , and  was  an  infant  when  the  family  re- 
turned to  the  town  of  Stratford.  He  has  ever 
since  lived  in-  the  same  house,  and  has  always 
devoted  his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits,  his 
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farm  comprising  about  twenty- five  acres  of  first- 
class  land. 

In  1858  Mr.  Burritt  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Cordelia  Plumb,  a daughter  of  Wate 
and  Rebecca  (Taylor)  Plumb,  of  Monroe,  Conn., 
and  two  children  were  born  to  this  marriage: 
Ida  (single),  and  Arthur,  who  married  Fannie 
Clark,  of  the  town  of  Stratford;  he  is  a member 
of  the  firm  of  A.  W.  Burritt  & Co.,  of  Bridge- 
port. Our  subject  and  his  wife  and  family  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a Republican,  and  he  has  always 
identified  himself  with  matters  tending  to  the 
advancement  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives. 


WENZESLAUS  DIERINGER.  During  the 
V'Jg  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war.  when  the 
cause  of  freedom  seemed  to  be  trembling  in  the 
balance,  the  German-born  citizens  were  almost 
unanimous  in  their  support  of  the  Union,  many 
of  them  offering  their  services  to  the  government 
and  enduring  bravely  the  hardships  and  dangers 
of  the  camp,  the  battlefield  and  the  prison  cell. 
Three  years  as  a Union  soldier  entitles  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  now  a well-known  resident  of 
Bridgeport,  to  the  esteem  of  every  true  Ameri- 
can. 

Malachious  Dieringer  was  born  in  1822  at 
Garmia,  Germany,  and  was  married  in  the  Fa- 
therland to  Dorothea  Britner.  In  1846  he  came 
to  America  and  located  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  was  employed  as  a glass-blower.  He  became 
a member  of  the  28th  Regiment  New  York 
Militia,  and  later  joined  the  Metropolitan  Brigade, 
known  during  the  Civil  war  as  the  173rd  N.  Y. 
V.  1.  After  the  battle  of  Port  Hudson  he  was 
taken  ill.  He  died  April  23,  1894,  at  Brooklyn, 
New  York. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  28,  1845,  at 
Hohenzollern,  Germany,  and  was  an  infant  when 
brought  to  New  York,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, his  education  being  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city.  At  an  early  age  he  learned 
the  tinker’s  trade,  which  he  followed  until  his 
enlistment,  on  September  17,  1862,  in  Company 
G,  173rd  N-  Y.  V.  1.  His  regiment  was  assigned 
for  a time  to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  after- 
ward to  the  Department  of  the  Shenandoah,  and 
thev  took  part  in  numerous  engagements,  the 
battle  of  Cedar  Creek  being  the  last.  On  June 
23,  1863,  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Brasier  City, 
La.,  and  on  being  paroled  he  was  sent  to  Ship 
Island,  where  he  remained  until  his  exchange  in 
September  of  the  same  year.  In  October,  1865, 
he  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Savannah,  Ga., 


and  for  three  years  following  he  was  employed  si 
his  trade  in  New  York  City.  On  July  25, 186$, 
he  removed  to  Bridgeport,  for  five  years  was  con- 
nected with  the  Ornamental  Wood  Company, 
and  on  leaving  that  firm  he  worked  two  years  for 
the  Kiefer  Furniture  Company.  In  September. 
1875,  F>e  engaged  in  business  as  a butcher,  estab- 
lishing a market  at  No.  331  Broad  street,  and  it 
1876  he  removed  to  Railroad  avenue.  Later  he 
opened  a shop  in  Main  street,  and  at  present  be 
conducts  a prosperous  business  at  No.  65  Warren 
street,  his  various  removals  being  of  advantage 
in  the  accommodation  of  his  growing  trade. 

In  1 870  Mr.  Dieringer  was  married  in  Bridge- 
port to  Miss  Kate  Sonard,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, near  Frankfort-on-the-Main.  Of  their 
four  children,  the  eldest,  Carl  Louis,  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Koehler,  and  has  one  son,  Louis 
Henry;  Joseph  Henry,  George  W.  and  Alice  K. 
are  at  home.  The  family  is  much  esteemed  so- 
cially, and  Mr.  Dieringer  is  connected  with  vari- 
ous fraternal  orders,  including  the  United  Friends, 
Charter  Oak  Council  No.  too;  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  Victor  Lodge  No.  2028;  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  Mvrtha  Lodge  No.  8;  the  1.  0.  0.  F., 
Arcanum  Lodge  No.  41;  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 
William  H.  Mallory  Camp;  and  the  G.  A.  R. 
Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  Post  No.  3.  He  joined  the 
last  named  organization  in  1878,  and  has  filled 
every  office  from  officer  of  the  guard  to  that  of 
commander,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1878. 


• 

MENRY  AUSTIN  BARBER,  a successful ag- 

riculturist  and  dairyman,  resides  in  tk 

Middle  River  District,  town  of  Danbury,  Fair- 
field  county,  and  the  product  of  his  well-man- 
aged farm  finds  a ready  market  in  the  neighbor- 
ing city. 

Mr.  Barber  comes  of  good  Colonial  stocs- 
His  great-grandparents  were  Nathaniel  and  «• 
becca  (Lindley)  Barber,  the  former  of  whom 
the  son  of  one  of  three  brothers  who  came  In® 
the  North  of  Ireland  and  settled  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. Jerry  Barber,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
married  Amelia  Gregory,  and  their  son,  Thom® 

G.  Barber,  father  of  Henry  A.,  was  born  in  M 

at  Danbury,  Westville  District,  and  died  in  1°/ 
He  was  a hatter  by  occupation,  and  made  * 
home  in  the  town  of  Danbury  near  the  pree® 
residence  of  our  subject.  He  married 
Mary  E.  Baldwin,  who  was  born  in  1825, da# 
ter  of  Starr  and  Mary  Ann  (Penny)  Balm® 
and  is  still  living  at  the  old  homestead.  ■ 
had  four  children,  of  whom  Henry  Austin  n 
only  survivor.  Two  died  in  infancy,  and  1 
rence  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 
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Mr.  Barber,  our  subject,  was  born  December  (Hanford),  who  came  to  this  country  about  the 
4,  1855.  at  the  old  home,  and  was  educated  in  year  1700  (born  in  1662  in  Scotland).  To  David 
Middle  River  District.  On  leaving  school  at  the  and  Eliza  Walker  eight  children  were  bom: 
age  of  seventeen,  he  devoted  his  attention  to  Eliakiin  L. ; John  O. ; Elizabeth;  Frances  M.. 
farming,  and  also  worked  at  the  business  of  car-  I whodiedin  1855;  David  S. ; Webster  W. ; Charles 

penlering  and  wagon  making.  He  still  has  j H.,  whodied  in  1891;  and  Ida  E. 

charge  of  the  homestead,  which  contains  thirty  Our  subject  was  born  September  10,  1840,  at 
acres,  and  owns  thirty  acres  besides,  making  a the  old  homestead  in  Trumbull,  and  was  educa- 
farm  of  sixty  acres  which  he  keeps  constantly  ted  in  the  public  schools  of  that  town.  At  the 
under  cultivation.  For  lour  years  past  he  has  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  upon  business  life  as  a 
made  a specialty  of  raising  fine  fruits  and  vege-  clerk  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  S.  C.  Patterson 
tables,  and  he  also  keeps  four  or  five  cows  to  & Co.,  at  Bridgeport,  where  he  remained  until 
supply  his  dairy  trade,  in  addition  to  which  he  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  On  Septem- 
deals  in  domestic  lumber  and  wood.  ber  10,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  6th 

In  1876  Mr.  Barber  married  Miss  Eva  C.  Conn.  V.  I.,  for  three  years,  and  during  his 

Gage,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Morris)  i term  he  took  part  in  several  important  engage- 
Gage,  and  granddaughter  of  Cole  and  Clarissa  ments,  including  the  battles  of  Hilton  Head, 
(Seymour)  Gage;  her  mother  was  a daughter  of  Fort  Wagner,  and  Secessionville,  S.  C.,  Drurys 
Stephen  and  Betsy  (Brush)  Morris.  Mr.  Barber  Bluff  and  several  others  in  the  vicinity  of  Peters- 
and  his  wife  have  no  children.  They  are  actively  j burg.  On  September  14,  1864,  he  was  mustered 
interested  in  all  progressive  movements  in  their  | out  at  Petersburg,  but  he  again  went  into  the 
locality,  and  in  religious  connection  are  mem-  | army,  being  assigned  to  duty  as  chief  clerk  in  the 
hers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Dan-  commissary,  and  stayed  till  the  close  of  the  war 
bury.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Barber  belongs  to  Sa-  in  the  Department  of  the  South.  This  position 
maritan  Lodge  No.  7.  and  Devotional  Encamp-  he  held  until  September,  1865,  and  on  his  return 

ment  No.  13,  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  he  and  his  wife  to  Bridgeport  he  resumed  work  with  S.  C.  Pat- 

are  members  of  Myrtle  Lodge  No.  16,  Daugh-  ) terson&Co.,  continuing  two  years, 
ters  of  Rebekah.  In  politics  he  is  identified  In  January,  1867,  Mr.  Walker  married  Miss 
with  the  Republican  party.  Mary  C.  Hubbell,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Mary 

(Hurd)  Hubbell,  highly  respected  residents  of 

Bridgeport,  and  soon  afterward  removed  to  Chi- 

W'EBSTER  W.  WALKER.  Among  the  1 c ago.  For  a year  and  a half  he  was  engaged  in 

brave  soldiers  who  made  up  Connecticut’s  I a dry-goods  business  in  that  city,  and  then  he 

quota  during  the  Rebellion  was  the  subject  of  | returned  to  Bridgeport,  where  he  found  employ- 
this  sketch,  then  in  the  first  years  of  manhood,  1 ment  in  the  Malleable  Iron  Works.  His  health 
and  he  won  an  honorable  record  by  gallant  serv-  I had  been  impaired  by  the  hardships  of  army  life, 
ice  in  many  hard-fought  battles.  For  a num-  i and  finding  an  outdoor  occupation  desirable  he 
ber  of  years  Mr.  Walker  has  been  engaged  in  bus-  gave  up  his  position  in  the  iron  works  after  three 
iness  jn  Bridgeport,  and  in  peace  as  in  war  he  or  four  years,  and  engaged  in  farming.  During 
has  displayed  the  sterling  qualities  of  character  the  first  two  years  on  the  farm  he  gained  sixty 
which  distinguish  the  typical  American  citizen.  pounds,  and  seven  years  so  restored  his  health 

The  Walker  family  has  been  identified  with  that  he  felt  prepared  to  undertake  mercantile 

this  county  from  an  early  period,  and  our  sub-  business  again.  In  1886  he  purchased  his  pres- 
ject’s  great-grandparents,  Eliakim  and  Abigal  1 ent  store  in  Bridgeport,  and  engaged  in  business 
Walker,  and  his  grandparents,  David  and  Eliza-  as  a dealer  in  wall  paper,  paints,  oils  and  simi- 
beth  (Shelton)  Walker,  were  all  residents  of  the  lar  commodities,  in  which  he  has  built  up  an  ex- 
town of  Trumbull.  David  Walker,  the  father  of  1 tensive  trade,  while  he  also  fills  many  orders  for 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Trumbull  in  1803,  and  j painting  and  decorating  interiors.  His  store  is 
became  a farmer  and  merchant  there.  He  died  ) 22  X65  feet,  and  14  feet  high,  with  new  addition 
in  1845,  and  his  wife,  Eliza  (Edwards),  who  was  | 24x36  and  14  feet  high,  while  a basement  of 
born  in  1809.  at  Easton,  this  county,  died  in  1853.  i the  same  size  is  also  used  for  the  storing  of  his 
She  was  a daughter  of  Lewis  E.  Edwards  and  I large  and  well  selected  stock.  In  politics  Mr. 
his  wife,  Hannah  (Sherwood)  Edwards,  grand-  j Walker  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  active  in  local 
daughter  of  Deacon  John  Edwards  (3)  and  Ruth  affairs,  having  served  as  alderman  from  the  Third 
(Beach),  great-granddaughter  of  John  Edwards  ward  of  Bridgeport  for  two  terms — 1891  and 
(2)  and  Rebecca  Porter,  and  great-great  grand-  1892. 

daughter  of  Duke  John  Edwards  (t)  and  Mary  ! Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  had  four  children:  (1) 
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Harry  W.,  born  in  Chicago,  married  Edith  Up- 
son, and  they  have  one  child,  Webster  Upson 
Walker;  (2)  Elisha  H.;  (3)  Howard  E.,  who  died 
in  1876;  and  (4)  Maude  Louise.  The  family  at- 
tend St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  much 
esteemed  in  social  life.  Mr.  Walker  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  G.  A.  R. ; the  K.  of  P. : Corin- 
thian Lodge  No.  104,  F.  & A.  M.;  Jerusalem 
Chapter  No.  13,  R.  A.  M.;  and  Jerusalem  Coun- 
cil No.  16. 


#p\EORGE  WILLIAM  DURGY,  a well-known 
%g£l  agriculturist  and  cattle  dealer  of  this  section, 
owns  a fine  farm  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town 
of  Sherman,  near  New  Fairfield,  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  locality. 

The  Durgv  family  became  identified  with 
Fairfield  county  many  years  ago.  John  Durgy, 
our  subject  s great-grandfather,  who  came  to 
America  from  Wales,  enlisted  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  served  all  through  that  struggle. 
At  its  close  he  came  to  New  Fairfield,  where  he 
married.  His  son  Joel  married  Olive,  daughter 
of  Eliad  Wanzer,  and  they  had  the  following 
named  children:  Clarissa  (Mrs.  David  Canfield); 

Diamon,  father  of  G.  W.  Durgy;  Lucy  (Mrs. 
Stephen  Whitehead);  Eliad,  who  married  Betsy 
Pepper;  Caroline,  who  died  unmarried;  Susan, 
wife  of  George  W.  Barnum;  John,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Jane  Davis;  Jay,  unmarried;  Lewis, 

who  married  Helen ; James,  who  married 

Mary  Smith;  Luther,  who  died  young;  and  Char- 
lotte (Mrs.  Bulkley  Pepper). 

Diamon  Durgy  was  born  February25,  1816, 
in  the  town  of  Sherman,  and  was  reared  to  man- 
hood there,  receiving  a good  common-school 
education.  He  engaged  in  farming,  but  was  also 
interested  extensively  and  profitably  in  speculat- 
ing in  cattle,  his  excellent  judgment  making  him 
an  expert  in  that  line.  As  a stanch  Democrat 
he  took  an  active  part  in  politics,  and  he  held 
numerous  offices  in  the  town  of  Sherman,  includ- 
ing those  of  selectman  and  member  of  the  board 
of  relief.  He  married  Miss  Lucy  A.  Hurd,  and 
they  had  four  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  ma- 
turity: (i)  Susan  O. , born  November  16,  1848, 

in  the  town  of  Pawling,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y., 
married  John  M.  Treadwell,  a well-to-do  farmer 
of  New  Fairfield,  this  county;  she  died  in  1882; 
they  had  three  children:  Anna,  Marshall  and 

Minnie,  of  whom  Marshall  alone  is  living.  (2) 
Caroline  M.,  born  April  10,  1850,  in  Sherman, 
Fairfield  county,  married  Charles  E.  Penny,  an 
agriculturist  of  the  same  town;  she  died  in  1882, 
leaving  no  children.  (3)  George  W.  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below.  (4)  Lucy  A.,  born  June  1 8, 


1858,  in  Pawling,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  marriri 
Nelson  T.  Hungerford,  of  Sherman,  this  county, 
they  have  one  child,  Elsie. 

Mrs.  Lucy  A.  (Hurd)  Durgy  was  born  April 
4,  1815,  daughter  of  Charles  D.  and  Abigail 
Hurd,  prosperous  farming  people  of  the  town c: 
Sherman.  There  were  seven  children:  William. 

who  married  Laura ; George,  who  did  not 

marry;  Lucy  A.  (Mrs.  Durgy);  Minerva,  wiled 
Daniel  Wanzer;  Clara,  wife  of  Albert  Osborn. 
Ophelia,  wife  of  Henry  Burroughs;  and  Abigail, 
who  did  not  marry. 

Our  subject  was  born  August  n,  1854,  in  the 
town  of  Pawling,  Duchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  dur- 
ing his  youth  he  attended  school  at  varioe 
places,  finishing  his  education  at  a private schoo.1 
in  New  Milford,  Conn.  On  completing hisstudies 
he  engaged  in  farming  which  he  has  ever  since  fol- 
lowed in  connection  with  the  cattle  business, 
meeting  with  notable  success  in  both  occupation 
and  his  extensive  farm  shows  the  resalts  of  pool 
management.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, and 
he  has  always  been  influential  as  a worker  in  local 
affairs,  serving  on  the  board  of  relief,  besides 
holding  other  offices;  lor  some  time  he  held  the 
position  of  assessor  in  his  town.  He  and  bis 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  * 
Sherman.  On  December  15.  1886,  Mr.  Du® 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Treadwell  'A anre. 
by  whom  he  has  had  three  children:  Dwight  Wan- 
zer,  born  May  13,  1888;  Carolin  T.,  born  Janu- 
ary 13,  1890;  and  Alice  E„  born  November  2>- 
1891. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Durgv  was  born  June  23, 
in  New  Milford,  Conn.,  where  she  received  to 
education.  Her  father,  Charles  H.  Wan#1; 
was  one  who  could  appreciate  the  advantages 
intellectual  training,  and  gave  his  children  a? 
good  opportunities  as  lay  in  his  power.  He,1‘ 
born  in  New  Milford,  March  31,  1834. 
William  Wanzer,  and  began  his  education  in1 
common  schools  of  his  native  town,  later  atw  • 
ing  a private  school  where  he  received  excellen- 
instructioD.  For  some  time  he  taught  success- 
fully, and  he  also  did  considerable  work  as* 
j surveyor,  but  his  energies  were  chiefly  devot 
| to  farming  at  New  Milford,  as  he  owned  real  es 
I tate  in  that  vicinity.  In  religious  faith  be 
I Quaker,  as  were  his  ancestors  before  him. 

I died  March  20,  1871,  at  the  age  of  thirty-- 
years,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name*- 
Caroline  E.  Treadwell,  died  September  4- 1 £ 
aged  twenty-nine  years.  Mrs.  Durgy  mi  1 ' 
eldest  of  five  children,  of  whom  three  are » 
living:  (2)  William  D.,  born  September  ^ 

i860,  at  New  Milford,  attended  school  there^ 
a time,  and  completed  his  studies  at  the  rrl! 
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Boarding  School,  at  Providence.  R.  I.  He  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  and  tobacco  growing  in 
New  Milford,  where  he  is  a respected  citizen. 
He  married  Miss  Adelle  H.  McMahon,  of  New 
Milford;  they  have  no  children.  (3)  Charles  E., 
born  November  18.  1802.  died  September  3, 
1863.  (4)  Alice  C.,  born  April  3,  1866.  in  New 

Milford,  was  educated  there  in  a private  school, 
and  is  now  a successful  teacher.  (5)  Elizabeth, 
born  August  22,  1867,  died  December  15,  same 
year. 

Mrs.  Durgy  is  descended  through  her  pater- 
nal grandmother,  Hannah  Ferris,  from  Zachariah 
Ferriss,  who  was  one  of  the  first  twelve  settlers 
of  the  town  of  New  Milford  in  1708.  He  was  a 
very  efficient  business  man.  was  placed  on  com- 
mittees of  importance,  served  in  many  official  ca- 
pacities, and  surveyed  more  land  apparently  than 
any  other  man  in  the  town  during  the  first  one 
hundred  years.  He  was  town  treasurer  a num- 
ber of  years  when  taxes  were  paid  in  various 
kinds  of  grains,  which  were  stored  and  sometimes 
accumulated  on  hand  from  year  to  year.  He 
might  have  been  styled,  or  would  be  at  the  pres- 
ent day,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Town  Deposits. 
He  married  Sarah  Read  Their  son,  Joseph 
Ferriss.  married  Hannah  Welch.  Their  son, 
Zachariah  Ferriss,  married  Phoebe  Gaylord. 
Their  son,  Zachariah  (2).  married  Hannah  Marsh. 
Their  daughter,  Hannaii.  became  the  wife  of 
William  Wanzer,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Durgy.  William  Wanzer  was  a surveyor  by  oc- 
cupation. He  was  an  Abolitionist,  and  his  home 
was  one  of  the  “stations"  of  the  “underground 
railway  ” of  those  days  The  homestead  of  the 
late  Diamon  Durgy,  now  occupied  by  George 
W.  Durgy,  his  son,  is  the  old  home  place  of  the 
first  Wanzer.  His  name  was  Abraham.  The 
place  passed  from  father  to  son  for  four  genera- 
tions, after  which  it  was  owned  by  Jarvis  Wan- 
zer, from  him  going  to  his  sister's  son,  Diamon 
Durgy.  the  children  of  George  W.  Durgy  making 
the  seventh  generation  of  Wanzers  and  their  de- 
scendants that  have  lived  there. 

A brief  mention  of  the  Treadwell  family  will 
be  of  interest  in  this  connection.  Mrs.  Caroline 
E.  Wanzer  was  born  November  15,  1837,  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Almira  (Briggs)  Tread- 
well. of  Sherman,  who  also  had  two  sons,  Ed- 
ward and  Stephen,  the  latter  born  in  November, 
1839.  Almira  Briggs  was  one  of  eight  children: 
Willis,  who  married  Jane  Sherwood;  Daniel, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six,  unmarried; 
Mary,  wife  of  Northrop  Mallory;  Sarah  A.,  wife 
of  Marshall  Treadwell;  Stephen,  who  married 
Nancy  Stuart;  Almira,  who  married  David  Tread- 
well; Caroline,  who  did  not  marry;  and  Charles, 


who  married  Jeannette  Marsh.  David  Tread- 
well was  a descendant  of  Edward  Treadwell, 
tracing  his  lineage  through  Benjamin,  David  and 
Jabez  Treadwell. 


EBERT  C.  INN1S,  a leading  horticulturist, 
dairyman  and  market  gardener  of  the  town 
of  Stratford,  is  a man  whose  ability  and  worth 
are  seen  in  both  private  and  public  life.  Although 
comparatively  a new  comer  in  this  section,  he 
has  already  won  recognition  as  a public-spirited 
citizen,  and  he  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as 
a selectman  for  his  town. 

Mr.  lnms  was  born  May  7,  1853,  at  Rosendale, 
Fond  du  Lac  Co.,  Wis. , and  is  descended  from 
an  old  family  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  his  ances- 
tors having  settled  there  at  an  early  day.  The 
original  ancestor,  James  Innis,  a native  of  Scot- 
land. was  brought  to  America  in  1737  by  his 
mother  and  sisters,  who  located  in  Little  Britain, 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.  He  married  Miss  Sybil 
Ross,  of  Morristown,  N.  J..  and  they  became  resi- 
dents of  Newburg,  Orange  county,  in  1780.  Ten 
children  were  born  to  them:  James,  Jane,  Keziah, 
Mrs.  Lydia  Hanmore,  Peter,  Beniamin,  Elsie, 
Aaron,  Sarah  and  William. 

William  Innis,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y..  and  passed 
his  life  there  in  agricultural  pursuits.  William 
T.  Innis,  our  subject's  father,  was  also  a native 
of  Orange  county,  where  he  spent  his  youth  upon 
the  old  farm.  He  married  Miss  Catherine  Jessup, 
of  the  same  county,  a daughter  of  Silas  and  Mary 
Ann  Jessup,  and  soon  afterward  (in  1849)  re- 
moved to  Wisconsin,  then  a frontier  region.  He 
settled  upon  a tract  of  land  which  he  cleared  and 
cultivated  as  a homestead,  passing  through  all  the 
hardships  of  pioneer  life,  but  some  years  ago  he 
retired,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  now  residing  in 
Ripon,  Wis.  They  are  devout  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  Mr.  Innis  has  always 
been  prominent  in  public  affairs,  wherever  he  has 
made  his  home.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest 
champions  of  the  Free  Soil  movement  in  Wiscon- 
sin. and  helped  to  organize  the  Republican  party 
in  his  section,  while  he  was  very  active  in  raising 
troops  during  the  Civil  war.  He  and  his  wife 
had  three  children,  viz.:  Albert  C..  our  subject; 
Florine,  who  married  Fred  Scofield,  then  a farm- 
er, now  a resident  of  Austin,  Minn. ; and  Ida,  wife 
of  Harry  Higbee.  a farmer  in  Wisconsin. 

Albert  C.  Innis  spent  his  youth  in  Wisconsin, 
his  education  being  secured  in  the  schools  near 
his  home  and  in  the  college  at  Ripon.  On  leav- 
ing the  latter  institution  he  assisted  in  the  work 
of  the  homestead  for  two  or  three  years,  but  at 
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the  age  of  twenty-one  he  went  to  Orange  county,  John  Morehouse  Jennings,  the  father  of  our 
N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  about  two  years.  On  | subject,  was  born  December  9,  1 798,  on  his fa- 
February  10,  1876,  he  married  Miss  Lydia  Bax-  ther’s  farm,  and  on  reaching  manhood  married 

ter,  a native  of  that  county  and  a daughter  of  Miss  Mary  Osborn,  born  January  13,  1S04,  who 

Wellington  and  Rachel  Baxter,  highly  esteemed  died  April  16,  1830.  His  second  wife  was  Mis 

residents  of  that  section.  Mr.  Innis  and  his  Anna  B.  Jennings,  also  a native  of  the  town  of 

bride  went  to  Wisconsin  to  make  their  home  upon  Westport,  born  September  15,  1804.  After  their 

a farm,  but  after  one  year  they  returned  to  Orange  marriage  they  settled  on  the  farm  on  which  their 

county,  where  he  taught  school  two  years.  The  son  John  H.  now  resides,  and  here  reared  their 

next  two  years  he  spent  in  Wisconsin;  then,  in  six  children,  namely:  Mary,  who  married  Nel- 

1881,  removed  to  New  York  City  and  engaged  in  son  Alvord;  Jarvis,  a farmer,  who  died  in  Vir- 
the  express  business,  in  which  he  continued  five  ginia;  Susan,  who  married  Henry  Hull;  Eliza, 
years.  He  then  became  interested  in  mercantile  who  married  Austin  Jennings;  and  Emily,  wifeof 
business,  after  six  years  retiring,  and  in  April,  Ebenezer  Beers.  The  father  of  these  children 
1893,  he  located  at  Stratford,  purchasing  his  died  January  to,  1883,  and  the  mother  on  Octo- 
present  homestead.  This  comprises  about  forty  ber  10,  1890.  Both  were  good  people,  living 
acres  of  land,  which  he  devotes  to  fruit  raising,  lives  of  usefulness.  They  were  identified  with 
making  a specialty  of  berries  and  peaches.  In  the  Congregational  Church,  as  are  all  their 
addition  to  this  line  of  work  he  has  been  building  children.  , 

up  a dairy  business,  in  which  he  is  meeting  with  John  Henry  Jennings  was  reared  on  the  home 
success.  He  also  represents  the  Bowker’s  Fer-  farm,  attending  first  the  neighborhood  schools, 
tilizing  Company  and  the  D.  M.  Osborne  Machine  and  as  he  became  older  he  went  for  a time  to 
Company,  finding  a profitable  market  for  their  the  Green’s  Farms  Academy,  his  school  dan 
wares.  Like  his  father,  he  is  a stanch  Repub-  ceasing  when  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  At 
lican,  and  soon  after  his  arrival  in  Stratford  he  twenty  he  assumed  the  management  of  the  farm, 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  constable,  which  he  and  has  ever  since  conducted  it.  By  his  indus- 
still  holds.  In  1896  he  was  elected  as  second  trious  habits  and  perseverance,  together  wth 
selectman,  and  in  1897  he  was  again  chosen  to  wise  management,  he  has  prospered.  Heist 
that  position.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  man  of  business  ability,  and  his  good  judgment 
Grange,  the  Order  of  American  Mechanics,  and  and  tact  shown  in  the  successful  management ol 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Oronoque  Lodge  No.  90,  at  his  own  affairs  have  brought  him  into  notice, and 
Stratford,  while  he  is  also  an  active  member  of  coupled  his  name  with  some  of  the  leading  eater- 
the  Mutual  Hook  and  Ladder  Hose  Company,  of  prises  and  financial  institutions  of  the  locality. 
Stratford.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  He  is  a director  in  the  Westport  National  Bank 

the  Baptist  Church  at  Bridgeport.  Two  attractive  is  president  of  the  Creamery  Association;  also 

daughters  brighten  his  home:  Eva  L.,agraduate  president  of  the  Green’s  Farms  Farmers  Club, 

of  the  New  York  City  High  School  and  the  New  for  twelve  years.  In  politics  heis  a Republican- 

Haven  Normal  School,  and  now  teaching  in  the  has  served'  his  town  as  selectman,  and  Slid 

public  schools  of  Stratford ; and  Edna,  a graduate  most  of  the  offices  in  the  gift  of  his  town.  Hes 
of  the  Stratford  High  School.  representing  his  town  in  the  present  session 

(1899)  of  the  Connecticut  House  of  Representa; 

tives  at  Hartford.  He  is  a member  of  theCoa- 

JfOHN  HENRY  JENNINGS,  one  of  the  lead-  gregational  Church,  and  for  twenty  years  served 

ing  citizens  and  most  influential  men  of  as  chairman  of  the  Society's  committee.  He s 

Westport,  Fairfield  county,  and  among  the  a man  of  the  strictest  integrity  and  honor,  and 

most  extensive  farmers  of  the  town,  was  born  has  had  the  settling  up  of  many  estates.  Hej 

there  August  5>  1840.  Both  his  father  and  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  some  one  hundred 

grandfather  before  him  were  natives  of  the  same  acres  of  well-improved  land,  and  of  a consider- 

town,  and  farmers  by  occupation.  Burr  Jen-  able  number  of  houses, 

nings,  the  grandfather, married  Mercy  Morehouse,  ; On  November  20,  1867,  Mr.  Jennings 
a native  of  Westport,  and  the  children  born  to  married  to  Mary  C.  Burr,  a daughter  of  Ebei> 

them  are  as  follows:  Matilda,  Betsey,  Eunice,  Burr,  a farmer  of  the  town  of  Fairfield, and twf 

Ellen,  Marietta,  Alethea,  Burr  (who  was  a have  been  blessed  with  children  as  folio*-' 

farmer  of  Westport),  and  John  Morehouse  (re-  \ Oliver  H.,  a farmer,  married  to  Bertha  S. ColfJ. 
ferred  to  farther  on).  The  father  of  this  family  l of  Wilton;  Mary  A.,  married  to  Albert  E.  Birfc- 
died  June  19.  1845.  aged  seventy-seven  years,  of  Bridgeport;  and  Anna  B.,  unmarried,  liVi0?i 

and  the  mother  on  February  9,  1842.  home. 
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CORNELIUS  G.  TAYLOR,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing dairymen  of  New  Canaan,  Fairfield 
county,  was  born  December  i,  1856,  at  White 
Plains,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  has  lived  in 
New  Canaan  since  he  was  ten  years  old. 

Sandusky  Taylor,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
also  a native  of  Westchester  county,  born  in  the 
town  of  Pound  Ridge,  where  his  father,  David 
Taylor,  carried  on  blacksmithing.  There  he 
spent  the  period  of  his  youth  and  early  manhood, 
and  for  a number  of  years  was  engaged  in  boat- 
ing, afterward  following  railroading,  in  New  Jer- 
sey. He  married  Oriantha  Julier,  a lady  of 
French  ancestry,  and  two  children  were  born  to 
them:  Eva  and  Cornelius  G.  The  daughter  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Tooker,  and  has  five  chil- 
dren— Sumner,  Ella,  William.  Walter  and  Leon. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  passed  away  in  1864  and 
1800,  respectively. 

Cornelius  G.  Taylor  lived  at  Hoboken,  N.  J., 
until  he  was  ten  years  old,  at  which  time  he 
came  to  New  Canaan,  and  here  for  several  years 
he  worked  with  Stephen  Raymond  on  a farm,  in 
the  meantime  attending  the  district  school  when- 
ever possible.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  went  to  New  York  City,  where  lor  two 
years  he  worked  in  a tin  shop,  finally  return- 
ing to  New  Canaan.  In  1877  he  was  married 
in  that  town  to  Nancy  E.  Tallrnadge,  daughter 
of  William  H.  Tallrnadge,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Lorena  T.  Mr.  Taylor  has  carried  on  the 
dairy  business  in  New  Canaan  for  a number  of 
years;  and  has  a prosperous  and  steadily  grow- 
ing trade,  and  a regular  demand  for  the  output 
of  his  dairy,  which  he  sells  wholesale  to  parties 
in  Stamford.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
substantial,  valuable  men  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resides,  and  his  fellow  citizens  have 
shown  their  appreciation  of  his  worth  by  elect- 
ing him  to  various  public  offices,  such  as  assess- 
or, selectman,  member  of  the  school  board, 
etc.,  which  he  has  filled  to  their  satisfaction. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  political  faith,  and  socially 
he  is  a member  of  the  Grange  at  New  Canaan, 
and  Wooster  Lodge  No.  37,  I.  O.O.  F.,  of  New 
Canaan. 


T*FILLIAM  A.  GILBERT,  one  of  theyoung- 
er  of  the  business  tnen  of  the  town  of 
Ridgefield,  and  a member  of  the  firm  of  Osborn 
& Gilbert,  w’hich  is  one  of  the  substantial  and 
prominent  business  concerns  of  the  county,  was 
born  in  what  is  now  Brooklyn,  New  York,  Janu- 
ary «7.  1 853. 

Mr.  Gilbert  is  of  the  fifth  generation  of  the 
family  who  have  dwelt  in  Connecticut.  Ebenezer 


Gilbert,  his  great-great-grandfather,  married 
Rebecca  Dayton,  and  their  children  were:  Heze- 
kiah,  born  October  14,  1735;  Elisha,  born  May 
4,  1738;  Rebecca,  born  November  14,  1740; 

Isaac,  born  October  21,  1742;  Abner,  born  Janu- 
ary to,  1745,  died  March  1,  1820;  Joel,  born 
February  21,  1747;  Ebenezer,  born  February  6, 
1749;  Samuel,  born  August  17,  1752;  and  David. 
The  father  of  these  died  April  18,  1798,  and  the 
mother  passed  away  in  1801. 

William  A.  Gilbert  is  in  line  of  descent  from 
Abner  Gilbert,  who  married  Martha  Baxter,  she 
dying  April  10.  1808.  Their  children  were: 
Abner,  born  April  28,  1772,  died  September  9, 
1778;  Daton,  born  August  14,  1774,  died  August 
31.  1778;  Martha,  born-  December  7,  1776,  died 
November  26,  1801;  Abner  (2),  born  November 
15,  1780.  died  October  I,  1855;  Huldah,  born 
November  25.  1781;  Daton  (2),  born  September 
19,  1783;  and  Harvey,  born  October  3,  1786, 
died  June  14,  1837. 

Abner  Gilbert  (2),  the  direct  ancestor  of 
William  A.  Gilbert,  married  Laura  Baker,  who 
was  born  January  u,  1787,  and  died  February 
3,1844.  Their  children  were:  Patty,  born  July 

4,  1806,  died  Novembers,  1875;  Abner  (3),  born 
February  24,  1808,  died  November  23,  1892; 
Joel  Abbott,  born  March  22,  1811,  died  August 
6,  1825;  Sarah,  born  July  ti,  1813,  died  May  5, 
1882;  Laura  Baker,  born  June  22,  1815,  died 
October  25,  1893;  Elizabeth  Baxter,  born  May 
31,  1818,  died  September  10,  1873;  Richard  Lee, 
born  March  5,  1820,  died  December  18,  1889; 
Martha,  born  April  16,  1821,  died  November  1, 
1825;  Henry  Augustus,  born  August  17,  1823, 
died  March  11,  1886;  John  Adams,  born  Decem- 
ber 24,  1825;  Rebecca  Dayton,  born  January  10, 
1829,  died  January  19,  1892;  and  Amos  Baker, 
born  January  9,  1831,  died  October  28,  1889. 
Abner  Gilbert  (2)  was  a man  of  prominence  in 
the  county,  and  one  of  the  leading  merchants  and 
citizens  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  His 
business  descended  to  other  generations,  and  was 
carried  on  by  them  up  to  about  1859  or  i860. 
In  1812  he  built  the  house  now  (1898)  owned  by 
George  H.  Newton.  Prior  to  that  he  resided 
where  Taylor  Bates  now  lives.  His  wife  was 
one  of  the  leading  women  and  a very  active 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  the  locality  in 
which  she  lived.  She  was  a daughter  of  Dr. 
Amos  Baker,  the  man  who  propagated  and  in- 
troduced what  became  known  as  the  Baker  apple. 
He  was  one  of  the  leading  practitioners  of  medi- 
cine in  that  section.  He  married  Sarah  Stebbins, 
who  was  born  December  27,  1760,  and  died  May 
14,  1804.  The  Doctor  died  March  31,  1823. 
Their  children  were:  Benjamin,  born  November 
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15,  1780,  died  December  27,  1780;  Sarah,  born  | has  shown  in  every  position  that  he  possesses  I 
January  27,  1782,  died  February  2,  1809;  Eliza-  j the  qualities  of  the  true  American.  I 

beth,  born  March  7,  1785.  died  February  19,  : Captain  Hubbell  was  born  May  2,184:,!  I 

1844;  Laura,  born  January  11,  1787,  died  Feb-  | Westport,  this  county,  where  his  youth  »•*  I 
ruary  3,  1844;  and  Amos,  born  December  6,  j mainly  spent.  His  father,  David  S.  Hubbeli, a I 
1789.  1 native  of  the  town  of  Easton,  this  county. he-  I 

Abner  Gilbert  (3),  the  father  of  William  A.,  1 came  a carpenter  by  occupation,  and  lor  nay  I 
on  September  1,  1838,  married  Frances  M.  Lewis,  years  resided  in  Westport,  where  his deathoc-  I 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Keeler)  Lewis,  and  curred  in  1853.  He  was  a man  of  intelligence  I 
their  children  are:  Lizzie,  born  July  9,  1839,  taking  much  interest  in  political  issues  ol  b I 
died  unmarried  September  4,  1895;  Abner  (4),  day,  and  while  he  was  a Whig  in  early  lile.be  1 
born  September  3,  1841,  died  June  22.  1854;  afterward  joined  the  Republican  party.  He  mar-  I 
and  William  A.,  mentioned  more  fully  farther  on.  ried  Miss  Lura  Gregory,  of  Norwalk,  and hai  I 
The  father  of  these  went  to  Danbury  in  about  seven  children,  as  follows:  Lewis  is  engaged  id  I 
1838,  and  became  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi-  the  Lumber  business  in  Norwalk;  John  (deceased  I 
ness.  He  followed  this  line  of  business  for  some  I was  a carpenter  in  Westport;  Nelson  resides  1:  j 
vears,  then  went  to  New  York  City  and  carried  Norwalk,  where  he  follows  the  carpenter's  trade;  I 
on  a hat  store.  In  1859  or  i860  he  moved  to  Sarah  died  unmarried;  William  is  a tinsmith x I 
the  town  of  Ridgefield,  and  was  occupied  in  Norwalk;  James  E.,  our  subject,  is  memicned  I 
farming,  residing,  after  one  year,  on  the  Dr.  more  fully  below;  and  Miss  Rachel  is  a resider:  I 
Amos  Baker  homestead.  After  moving  to  the  of  Middletown,  Connecticut.  1 

Baker  homestead  he  followed  gardening  for  the  The  Captain  obtained  a common-school tf-  I 
markets.  He  was  a man  of  good  business  ability,  1 ucation  during  boyhood,  and  at  the  age  oi  I 
one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community  | fifteen  he  became  a clerk  in  A.  L.  Winton's gen-  I 
and  commanded  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all.  | eral  store  in  Saugatuck,  Conn..  After  spenfe  I 
He  was  very  systematic  and  methodical  in  all  j four  years  there,  he  went  to  South  Norwalk 1;  I 
his  business  affairs.  In  his  political  views  he  I take  a similar  position,  and  remained  until te  I 
was  first  a Whig,  then  a Republican;  was  identi-  j enlistment  as  a private  in  Company  E,  1?-  I 
fied  with  the  Methodist  Church,  and  reared  his  i Conn.  V.  ].  He  was  mustered  into  seme  I 
children  to  follow  in  his  footsteps.  He  read  a August  28.  1862,  and  soon  afterward  I 

good  deal,  and  was  a man  of  good  information.  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first  serges*  I 

William  A.  Gilbert  received  a good  English  passing  later  through  the  grades  of  secot-  | 
education,  attending  first  the  common  schools  of  and  first  lieutenant  to  that  of  captain.  So®  I 
the  town,  and  finishing  in  the  High  Ridge  board-  severe  fighting  fell  to  his  lot,  and  air.oo?  I 
ing  school — a school  for  boys  taught  by  William  the  engagements  in  which  he  took  part!®  I 

0.  Seymour.  He  closed  his  school  days  at  | the  battles  of  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg  arc  I 

about  seventeen,  but  remained  at  home  until  j Charleston.  He  received  but  one  wound,  »>; 
about  1884.  He  then  began  clerking  for  Sey-  though  the  saber  hanging  at  his  side  was  struct 
mour  & Barhite,  with  whom  he  remained  em-  twice.  In  August,  1865,  he  was  discharged  ir® 
ploved  some  eight  years.  In  1892  he  went  to  the  service,  and  in  September  oi  that  year  k 

the  home  place,  where  he  remained  until  March  bought  out  the  store  at  Saugatuck  whichhehs 

1,  1895;  then  became  one  of  the  firm  of  Osborn  since  conducted.  Forsix  months  he  was  in 

& Gilbert,  successors  to  Isaac  Osborn  & Son,  in  nership  with  A.  L.  Winton.  and  later  was  as^' 

the  lumber  business.  Mr.  Gilbert  is  a represent-  | ciated  for  sixteen  years  with  Rufus  Wakem^ 

ative  business  man  of  the  town,  intelligent,  I but  since  that  he  has  had  Frederick  Bradley*5, 

capable,  and  enterprising.  He  is  identified  with  I partner.  Their  business  is  extensive, a 
the  M.  E.  Church.  He  has  never  married.  j store  being  combined  with  a trade  in  coal, 

i and  mason’s  materials,  and  their  judicious n*»c 

j agement  promises  to  bring  even  greater  re*' 

J AMES  E.  HUBBELL,  a leading  merchant  i in  the  future.  Mr.  Hubbell  is  identified  w1  _ 
of  Saugatuck.  is  a citizen  whose  character  other  business  enterprises,  his  sound  judg®^ 

fully  justifies  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  being  recognized  among  his  associates,  and  «• 

held  in  his  community.  In  early  manhood  he  now  serving  as  a director  of  the  First N*110^ 
demonstrated  his  patriotism  and  courage  as  a Bank  at  Westport,  and  trustee  of  the  Savu- 
soldier  in  the  Union  army,  serving  with  such  Bank  at  Westport.  In  politics  he  is  a stano 
gallantry  as  to  win  promotion  from  the  ranks  to  Republican,  and  for  twenty-five  years  Ik  * 
the  grade  of  captain,  and  throughout  his  life  he  held  the  office  of  postmaster  at  Saugatuck  ■ 
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present  he  is  a member  of  the  executive  board  of 
the  Saugatuck  High  School,  and  all  measures 
for  the  benefit  of  his  town  receive  his  hearty 
sympathy  and  co-operation.  As  might  be  sup- 
posed from  his  military  record,  he  is  active  in 
the  G.  A.  R.,  and  he  and  his  family  are  de- 
servedly popular  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the 
neighborhood. 

On  May  16,  1866,  Mr.  Hubbell  married  Miss 
Amelia  A.  Taylor,  daughter  of  E.  W.  Taylor,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  Westport,  and  their  home 
is  brightened  by  two  children:  Edward  W.  and 
Robert  H. 


GEORGE  FRANKLIN  COOK.  It  is  a pleas- 
ure to  record  for  posterity  the  personal  his- 
tories of  the  honored  veterans  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  among  those  mentioned  in  this  volume  one 
cannot  fail  to  note  the  large  number  of  foreign- 
born  citizens,  who,  like  this  well-known  resident 
of  Bridgeport,  risked  their  lives  freely  in  the 
cause  of  liberty. 

Mr.  Cook  was  born  April  30,  1843,  at  Birm- 
ingham, England,  and  comes  of  thrifty,  indus- 
trious stock.  His  grandfather.  Richard  Capton 
Cook,  was  a miller  at  Manchester,  England, 
where  he  resided  for  many  years,  he  and  his  wife 
Maria  rearing  a family  of  three  children:  Richard 
Capton  (2),  Thomas  and  Maria. 

Richard  Capton  Cook  ( 2 i.  our  subject's  fa- 
ther, was  born  in  1817,  at  Manchester,  England, 
and  was  married  in  England  to  Mary  Anstey.  In 
1847  he  came  to  America  with  his  family  and  lo- 
cated in  Bridgeport,  where  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a baker.  His  death  occurred  there,  in 
1855,  from  injuries  received  in  a runaway  acci- 
dent while  driving  his  delivery  wagon.  His  widow 
died  in  1884.  Of  his  six  children,  four  were  born 
in  England,  namely:  Thomas  W.  (born  Decem- 

ber 18,  1841),  George  F.,  John  Henry,  and  Mary 
Ann;  while  two — Emma  Jane  and  Matilda  Eliza- 
beth— were  born  in  Bridgeport. 

Our  subject  was  only  four  years  old  when 
he  came  to  Bridgeport.  His  education  was 
chiefly  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
city,  although  he  had  attended  a private  school 
in  Birmingham  for  a short  time.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  years  he  left  school,  and  took  up  farming. 
In  1861,  when  eighteen  years  old.  he  enlisted  as 
a private  in  Company  1,  9th  Conn.  V.  1.  .At  the 
expiration  of  his  term,  in  1864,  he  re-enlisted  in 
the  same  regiment,  and  served  until  discharged 
on  August  3,  1865.  He  was  assigned  to  special 
duty  as  wagon  master,  being  the  only  one  that 
his  regiment  ever  had;  but  whenever  his  com- 
rades were  called  into  active  service  he  shoul- 


dered a musket  with  the  rest.  At  the  battle  of 
Cedar  Creek,  on  October  19,  1864,  he  was  shot 
in  both  legs,  and  his  horse  was  captured  by  the 
enemy.  The  faithful  animal  soon  escaped,  how- 
ever, and  returned  to  the  Union  lines.  On  No- 
vember 30,  f 86 1 , Mr.  Cook  left  Boston  on  the 
ship  ••Kingfisher,"  having  charge  of  sixty  horses 
for  his  regiment,  and  he  landed  every  one  of 
them  safely  at  their  destination.  This  work  re- 
quired the  most  assiduous  care,  and  he  was  often 
ridiculed  for  his  caution  by  another  wagon  master 
on  the  vessel  who  had  in  charge  seventy  horses 
for  the  26th  Massachusetts  Regiment.  On  De- 
cember 3 the  ship  encountered  a gale  off  Cape 
Hatteras,  and  out  of  the  seventy  horses  all  died 
but  one,  which  did  not  live  to  reach  the  end  of 
the  voyage,  the  methods  of  the  two  wagon  mas- 
ters being  thus  brought  into  sharp  contrast.  On 
his  return  to  Bridgeport  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
Mr.  Cook  spent  three  years  in  the  milk  business, 
and  ten  years  in  a grocery  business  on  East  Main 
street,  but  for  twenty  years  past  he  has  conducted 
a livery  stable  on  Kossuth  street.  He  is  a strong 
Republican,  and  at  times  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  local  politics.  His  popularity  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  in  1880,  when  a candidate  for 
alderman,  he  was  defeated  by  a small  vote  in  a 
ward  which  normally  gives  a Democratic  major- 
ity of  800.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R., 
Elias  Howe  Post  No.  3,  at  Bridgeport. 

On  February  1,  1871,  Mr.  Cook  married  Miss 
Hattie  S.  Winton,  a daughter  of  Deacon  Ebene- 
zer  Winton,  a prominent  resident  of  Easton. 
She  passed  to  the  unseen  life  August  5,  1880, 
and  on  November  29,  1881,  he  married  Miss 
Anna  E.  Booth,  daughter  of  David  Booth,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  Bridgeport,  residing  at  No. 
174  Kossuth  street.  By  the  first  marriage  there 
were  two  children:  Franklin  S.,  born  November 
29,  1872,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  stamp  busi- 
ness in  Kentucky;  and  Susan  Louisa,  born  April 
l,  1876,  who  received  a collegiate  education,  and 
now  resides  in  Toledo,  Iowa.  By  the  second 
marriage  there  is  one  son  Alexander,  born  Sep- 
tember, 13,  t 888. 


J AMES  E.  CAMP,  one  of  Bridgeport’s  most 
popular  citizens, has  been  connected  with  the 
Cabinet  Department  of  the  Wheeler  & Wil- 
son Manufacturing  Company  for  many  years, 
and  has  won  a high  standing  in  business  cir- 
cles as  well  as  social  life.  He  belongs  to  an  old 
Connecticut  family,  and  his  grandfather,  George 
Camp,  who  married  Julia  Mott,  was  a well- 
known  agriculturist  at  Norfolk. 

Joseph  Camp,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
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born  at  Norfolk,  in  January,  1828,  and  after  com-  TTft  EV.  J.  H.  HOYT,  for  the  past  six  years  the 
pleting  a course  in  the  local  schools  he  learned  JjjL  pastor  of  the  New  Canaan  Congregation.! 
the  cabinet  maker’s  trade  there.  Later  he  re-  Church,  has  during  his  ministry  in  this  torn 
sided  fora  time  at  Sheffield,  Mass.,  and  in  i860  exerted  a marked  influence  for  good  both  as  a 
he  settled  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  still  resides,  spiritual  adviser  and  as  a Christian  citizen.  Heins 
For  a few  years  he  was  employed  by  Jacob  Kief-  gained  the  admiration  and  respect  of  his  fellos- 
er,  but  he  has  since  held  a responsible  position  men  in  all  the  walks  of  life  wherever  his  duties, 
with  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Company.  In  1849  pastoral  or  social,  have  called  him. 
he  was  married  at  Sheffieldto  Miss  Nancy  Munn,  a Mr.  Hoyt  was  born,  in  1849,  in  the  town o! 
daughter  of  William  Munn,  a native  of  England.  Greenfield,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  there  passed 
They  have  had  five  children:  Anna  Roselle,  his  early  life  on  the  parentalfarm.  In  that  locality, 

wife  of  W.  E.  Halligan,  of  Bridgeport;  James  in  addition  to  pleasant  surroundings,  he  had  the 
E.,  our  subject;  Frank  M.  and  George  W.,  risi-  advantages  afforded  by  the  public  schools  of  tin 
dents  of  Bridgeport,  and  Minnie  O. , who  married  town  of  Milton  and  the  Saratoga  Academy,  when 
Charles  A.  Campbell,  of  New  York  City.  he  pursued  the  preparatory  study  necessary  to 

Our  subject  was  born  August  25,  1853,  at  fit  him  for  the  higher  training  of  the  college 
Sheffield,  Mass.,  and  was  about  seven  years  old  which  it  was  his  ambition  and  purpose  to  enter, 
at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Accordingly,  in  1869,  he  became  a member  of 
Bridgeport.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  the  Freshman  Class  of  Union  College,  Schenec- 
schools  of  the  latter  city,  and  in  1867,  at  the  tady,  N.  Y.,  in  which  institution  he  took  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  he  began  an  apprentice-  classical  course,  graduating  in  1873,  carrying  of 
ship  in  the  cabinet  department  of  the  Wheeler  & hist  prize  for  Junior  oration,  and  also  hist  prire 
Wilson  Sewing  Machine  Company’s  factory.  At  for  essay  in  English  literature.  While  at  college 
the  age  of  twenty-four  he  took  a contract  in  con-  he  was  a member  of  the  Kappa  Alpha  Fraternity, 
nection  with  the  trimming  department  of  the  In  1873  he  satisfied  his  long  cherished  convictions 
same  company,  and  for  twenty-one  years  he  has  of  duty  by  entering  the  Union  Theological  Semi- 
continued  in  charge  of  that  work.  Although  nary  of  New  York  City,  from  which  he  graduated 
formerly  a Democrat,  he  is  now  a Republican  in  in  1876,  the  same  year  receiving  the  degree  of 
politics,  and  his  popularity  is  shown  by  the  fact  Master  of  Arts  from  Union  College.  He* 
that  he  has  been  elected  to  office  on  the  ticket  of  ordained  and  licensed  by  the  classis  of  West- 
both  parties.  He  served  one  term  as  council-  Chester  in  1 876,  in  which  year  he  took  his  £s 
man,  having  been  elected  as  a Democrat,  and  pastoral  charge,  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
one  term  as  selectman,  being  elected  by  the  Re-  near  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  which  he  served  vet? 
publican  party,  and  among  the  other  offices  held  acceptably  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  this  tin» 
by  him  is  that  of  assessor,  in  which  he  served  he  accepted  a call  presented  to  him  by  the  Pr* 
four  years.  byterian 'Church  of  Bedford,  N.  Y.,  whichhefelt 

In  1874  Mr.  Camp  was  married  in  Bridge-  it  his  duty  to  answer,  and  was  installed  in  im- 
port to  Miss  Della  A.  Brundage,  daughter  of  His  labors  among  these  people  were  highly t*- 
Reuben  G.  Brundage,  a well-known  citizen  of  cessful,  and  all  the  interests  of  the  congrepW 
Bridgeport.  Two  children  have  blessed  this  prospered  greatly  under  his  efficient  ministry. 

union:  Frederick  H.  and  Mabel  E.  Mr.  Camp  which  lasted  for  thirteen  years,  until  1891.*^ 
has  a pleasant  home  at  No.  117  Maple  street,  a wider  field  was  opened  to  him  by  the  Congrep- 

Bridgeport,  and  he  and  his  family  are  connected  tional  Church  of  New  Canaan,  his  present  charge, 
with  the  best  social  circles  of  that  city.  He  is  a which  extended  to  him  a cordial  invitation  to  be- 
member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  Corinthian  come  its  pastor.  Though  reluctant  to  leave « 
Lodge  No.  104,  Hamilton  Commandery,  also  attached  and  harmonious  people,  to  whom  h« 
Pyramid  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  and  since  1879  he  ministrations  had  been  a constant  blessing.  h« 
has  been  an  active  worker  in  Pequonnock  Lodge  felt  it  incumbent  on  him,  in  view  of  opportunities 
No.  4.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Stratfield  Encampment,  for  increased  usefulness  in  the  Master's  vineyard 
In  1892  he  was  sent  as  a delegate  to  the  Sov-  to  sunder  his  connection  with  the  Bedford  China 
ereign  Grand  Lodge  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , at  Port-  and  undertake  more  arduous  duties  in  the 
land,  Ore.;  in  1893  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  in  field. 

1894  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  he  served  in  the  Removing,  therefore,  to  New  Canaan,  be  be- 
came capacity.  In  1891  he  was  Grand  Patriarch  came  settled  as  pastor  of  this  old  and  influenti*1 

of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  State  of  Con-  Church,  and  here  he  has  since  been  retain® 

necticut,  and  at  present  he  is  grand  treasurer  of  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Master  with  a 

the  Grand  Encampment  of  Connecticut.  and 'fidelity  which  has  made  him  beloved  notooly 
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>y  his  congregation  but  by  all  with  whom  he  has 
:ome  in  contact.  In  connection  with  his  Church 
vork,  Mr.  Hoyt  serves  as  visiting  chaplain  to  the 
Soldiers  Home  at  Noroton;  this  position  he  has 
leld  for  five  years,  preaching  to  the  old  veterans 
wice  every  month,  and  by  his  interest  in  their 
•velfare  he  has  greatly  endeared  himself  to  all  the 
nmates  of  the  home.  Mr.  Hoyt  possesses  strong 
ind  attractive  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  and 
nis  sermons  are  chaste  in  style,  clear  in  argument, 
logical  in  reasoning  and  direct  in  application,  the 
effect  of  all  being  heightened  by  an  animated  and 
forcible  delivery.  His  wide  reading  of  and  ac- 
quaintance with  secular  as  well  as  sacred  litera- 
ture are  apparent  in  all  his  discourses,  which 
show  careful  and  conscientious  preparation,  and 
are  interwoven  in  an  interesting  manner  with 
illustrations  drawn  from  his  own  observations  as 
well  as  from  books.  And  this  knowledge,  this  elo- 
quence, this  strength  of  purpose,  are  all  made 
tributary  and  subservient  to  the  one  great  end  kept 
steadily  in  view — the  impression  of  God’s  soul- 
saving truths  upon  men's  hearts  and  minds. 
Ever  abreast  of  the  times,  he  keeps  himself 
familiar  with  the  various  phases  of  religious 
thought  in  the  present  day,  and,  though  moder- 
ate and  even  liberal  in  his  own  theological  views, 
so  far  as  not  owning  subjection  to  man-made 
theories  or  formulas  is  concerned,  he  never  fal- 
ters in  his  adherence  to  the  great  doctrines  of  the 
Cross;  or  the  recognized  standards  in  which  the 
“ faith  now  delivered  to  the  saints  " finds  fitting 
expression.  These  traits  of  character  account 
sufficiently  for  the  freshness  which  imparts  steady 
interest  to  his  pulpit  ministrations,  and  for  the 
hold  which  he  maintains  on  the  hearts  of  those 
who  wait  on  his  ministry.  Personally,  Mr.  Hoyt 
is  admirably  adapted  to  the  many  every-day  calls 
made  upon  one  in  his  position,  having  a frank, 
genial,  companionable  and  sympathetic  dispo- 
sition, which  he  has  plenty  of  opportunity  for 
exercising.  Prompt  and  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  his  pastoral  duties,  easy  and  affable  in  his 
intercourse  with  all  classes  in  the  community, 
given  to  hospitality  as  the  pastor  of  a Church 
should  be,  and  ably  seconded  in  this  and  all  other 
efforts  by  an  equally  courteous,  cordial,  and  de- 
voted Christian  wife,  it  is  not  necessary  to  explain 
why  he  is  held  in  such  popular  esteem  in  New  I 
Canaan  as  a faithful  pastor  and  good  citizen,  or  j 
why  his  ministry  in  his  different  charges  has  been  j 
attended  with  such  success.  Mr.  Hoyt  was  mar- 
ried in  1876,  at  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Bennett,  daughter  of  James  Bennett,  of  Sterling, 
New  York. 

James  Taylor  Hoyt,  grandfather  of  Mr.  Hoyt, 
was  a native  of  Bethel,  N.  Y.,  and  there  followed 


his  profession,  that  of  school  teacher,  for  many 
years.  On  account  of  asthmatic  trouble,  he  emi- 
grated from  that  locality  and  settled  in  Saratoga 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  continued  teaching  un- 
til in  his  old  age  total  blindness  forced  him  to  re- 
linquish it.  He  was  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  He  married  Rachel  Starr,  and 
had  five  children,  namely:  Samuel  Starr;  Rev. 

Zira  T.  Hoyt,  of  Saratoga,  who  is  the  only  one 
of  the  family  now  living;  Rev.  James  Hoyt,  who 
was  pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  Orange,  N.  J.  ; 
Rebecca  and  Lois. 

Samuel  Starr  Hoyt  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Bethel,  in  the  year  1808,  and  removed  with  the 
family  to  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y..  where  he  re- 
ceived his  education.  His  life  work  was  farming, 
which  he  carried  on  for  the  most  part  in  Sara- 
toga county,  N.  Y.,  though  for  a time  he  farmed 
in  Michigan,  near  Lansing.  He  was  interested 
j and  prominent  in  the  civil,  religious  and  political 
I movements  of  his  time  and  place,  being  an  act- 
| ive  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
I devoted  to  Church  and  temperance  work.  He 
| was  originally  a Whig  in  politics,  and  following 
! the  issues  of  the  day  became  in  turn  an  Abolition- 
! ist  and  finally  a Republican.  He  was  a highly 
1 respected  citizen,  and  served  as  supervisor  in  the 
town  of  Milton,  Saratoga  county.  Samuel  S. 
Hoyt  was  married  in  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  to 
Roxie  Caulkins,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  Of  whom,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Prior) 
is  living  in  Saratoga,  N.  Y. ; Jane  (Mrs.  Emigh) 
is  deceased;  Lois  is  deceased;  Lucy,  the  widow 
I of  Josephus  Whittemore,  lives  in  South  Dakota; 

James  Howard  has  already  been  spoken  of; 
j Hiram  Luther  is  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
| Church  at  Flint,  Mich. ; Mary  (Mrs.  Seeley) 
makes  her  home  in  California;  and  Charles  Ed- 
ward is  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Durham,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.  The  father  of  this 
family  died  at  Saratoga  Springs  in  the  spring  of 
1895,  preceded  to  the  grave  by  his  wife,  who 
passed  away  in  1890  at  the  same  place. 


MANS  PETERSEN,  a respected,  industrious 

citizen  of  Fairfield,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 

was  born  April  19,  1850,  in  Schleswig-Holstein, 
then  a part  of  Denmark,  now  a Province  of  Ger- 
many, and  was  the  youngest  child  of  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  Petersen,  who  had  a large  family. 

During  his  early  boyhood  Mr.  Petersen  at- 
tended the  common  schools  in  his  native  land, 
and  when  but  ten  years  of  age  hired  out  as  a 
farm  hand,  at  which  occupation  he  continued 
while  in  the  old  country.  In  the  spring  of  1874. 
believing  that  he  would  have  more  chance  for 
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advancement  in  the  United  States,  he  set  sail 
from  Hamburg  in  the  vessel  “Turingia,”  which 
arrived  at  New  York  City  after  a voyage  of  fif- 
teen days.  From  there  he  went  to  Plainfield, 

N.  ].,  where  he  secured  work  as  a laborer.  In 
New  York  City,  on  June  25,  1874,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Marie  C.  Hartvig,  she  having  pre- 
ceded him  to  this  country.  She  was  born  in 
Denmark,  February  27,  1851,  and  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Jorgen  and  Katrina  Hartvig,  being  the 
third  child  in  a family  of  five.  In  the  fall  of 
1873  she  came  to  this  country,  making  the  voy- 
age from  Hamburg  to  New  York  in  the  ‘’Gotha,” 
the  trip  consuming  thirteen  days.  From  New 
York  Mrs.  Petersen  went  to  Plainfield,  N.  J., 
where  within  a short  time  she  obtained  employ- 
ment. 

After  their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife 
returned  to  Plainfield,  where  they  resided  until 
the  following  spring.  They  then  lived  in  Fair- 
field,  Conn.,  for  a time,  and  in  1876  re- 
moved to  Trempeleau  county,  Wis.,  Mr.  Peter- 
sen investing  in  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  new  land 
there,  on  which  they  made  their  home  for  one 
year.  Not  liking  the  country  out  there,  how- 
ever, they  returned  to  Fairfield  in  1877,  and  he 
was  engaged  at  various  occupations  here  until 
1891,  when  he  commenced  carpenter  work  with 
E.  H.  Smith,  and  with  him  continued  until  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Thomas  Forsythe,  car- 
penter and  contractor,  remaining  with  him  up 
to  the  present  writing.  Mr.  Petersen  has  proved 
himself  a steady,  reliable  man  in  whatever  capa- 
city he  has  been  engaged,  and  he  and  his  family 
occupy  an  excellent  position  among  the  respected 
residents  of  the  community.  Mrs.  Petersen  is  a 
competent  helpmeet  for  her  thrifty  husband,  as 
well  as  an  excellent  manager,  and  she  deserves 
her  share  of  credit  for  the  prosperity  which  they 
now  enjoy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Petersen  have  had  three  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Annie  K.  is  a stenographer 

and  lives  at  home;  Peter  W.  is  in  New  York 
City,  and  George  H.  is  at  present  attending  the  I 
Bridgeport  High  School.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter- 
sen have  been  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  since  1877.  He  is  a stanch  Republican 
in  political  connection,  and,  fraternally,  he  united 
with  Pequonnock  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Bridge- 
port. In  1893  he  built  the  present  comfortable 
home  of  the  family. 


Frederick  barnum  crofutt,  the 

youngest  son  of  Harris  L.  and  Hannah  A. 
(Barnum)  Crofutt,  was  born  August  6,  1858,  in 
Danbury,  and  after  receiving  a public-school 


education,  found  employment,  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, as  a cutter  in  James  Ryder’s  marble  yard, 
in  the  same  town.  There  he  remained  until 
September  26,  1877,  and  he  then  spent  two 
years — from  November  19,  1877,  to  September 
1,  1879 — with  C.  L.  Halstead,  a druggist.  On 
September  6,  1879,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Adams  Express  Company  as  a driver,  and  was 
afterward  promoted  to  the  position  of  way-bill 
clerk.  In  the  fall  of  1884  he  went  to  Phila- 
delphia, Penn.,  to  take  a course  in  shorthand 
and  typewriting  in  Haven’s  Business  College,  and 
on  graduating,  in  the  spring  of  1885,  he  returned 
to  Danbury.  In  1886  he  was  employed  by  Car- 
ter & Co.,  a New  York  publishing  firm,  to  assist 
in  the  preparation  of  directories  for  Danbury  and 
other  cities.  In  the  following  spring  he  became 
a member  of  the  firm  of  Thompson,  Breed  & 
Crofutt,  directory  publishers,  who,  after  making 
directories  for  Southern  cities,  transferred  their 
operations  to  the  North,  and  prepared  directories 
for  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  and  Danbury,  Conn.  In 
1 888  Mr.  Crofutt  began  publishing  the  Danbury 
Directory  independently,  and  for  twelve  years  he 
has  issued  the  volume  annually. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Crofutt  has  been  active  y 
interested  in  local  affairs.  On  September  i, 
1885,  he  was  appointed  deputy  registrar  of  voters 
by  his  father,  and  on  the  resignation  of  the  latter, 
in  1887,  was  elected  to  the  office  of  registrar, 

which  he  held  until  the  fall  of  1895.  In  June' 

1895,  he  was  appointed  to  fill  his  fathers  unex 
pired  term  as  constable,  and  on  October  7,  0 
that  year,  he  was  elected  to  that  office,  in  w ic 
he  is  now  serving.  Among  the  notable  arres 
made  by  him.  that  of  the  bigamist,  Jeanneti 
Smalley  Kaashan  (or  Hall),  attracted  most ^atten 
tion.  She  was  arrested  at  Newburgh,  N. 
extradited  and  returned  to  this  county,  w 
she  was  convicted  at  the  May  term  o ■ 

1896,  and  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  0 


Frederick  B.  Crofutt  is  an  ardent  Republ'  ..’ 
nd  on  one  occasion  was  made  to  suffer! 
ctive  work  for  the  party.  Having 
ointed  in  June,  1 890,  to  the  position 
f Hose  Company  No.  2.  in  the  paid  fire  depart 
lent,  he  was  requested  in  June,  1894, 
or  political  reasons.  We  quote  from  g( 

mry  News  the  words  of  Counciltna  ’he 

hat  time  chairman  of  the  fire  commi  cessarv 
itv  council.  “ The  removal  is  mad : necess  .. 
>y  Mr.  Crofutt 's  prominence  m P0;‘  feDartment. 
lirect  violation  of  the  rules  of  t P 0^cer, 
dr.  Crofutt  is  an  excellent  depar  erson- 

ind  1 cannot  say  anything  afa,ns,  dreSigna- 
tllv.  ” Soon  after  Mr.  Crofutt  s enforc 
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on  five  members  of  his  company  tendered  their 
:signations  to  Mayor  Andrews  and  left  the 
?rvice.  One  was  Robert  W.  Davis,  afterward 
Duncilman  from  the  First  ward  and  a member 
f the  Fire  committee;  another,  Frank  G.  Bou- 
rn, since  city  clerk  for  two  years,  and  a third, 
rederick  A.  Hoyt,  is  captain  of  Hose  Company 
,'o.  t in  the  paid  fire  department. 

Socially.  Frederick  B.  Crofutt  belongs  to 
Jaugussett  Tribe  No.  3,  Improved  Order  of  Red 
den;  Union  Lodge  No.  40,  F.  & A.  M.;  Eureka 
Chapter  No.  23,  R.  A.  M.,  and  to  Samaritan 
^odge  No.  7,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  latter  lodge 
«e  has  passed  through  the  chairs.  On  February 
4,  1 {>97,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Florence  H. 
darvey.  of  Danbury,  a niece  of  ex-Mavor  Charles 
j.  Peck.  They  have  one  daughter,  Marion,  born 
December  19,  1898. 


FRANK  N.  TAYLOR,  a prosperous  and  en- 
_ ergetic  business  man,  and  an  excellent  citi- 
zen of  Westport,  Fairfield  county,  was  born 
ihere  April  21,  1854,  being  of  the  fourth  genera- 
tion of  the  family  born  in  Fairfield  county. 

Jonathan  Taylor,  his  great-grandfather,  mar- 
ried Orpha  Gregory,  and  reared  his  family  on  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  Westport. 

Capt.  Alfred  Taylor,  grandfather  of  Frank 
N..  in  early  life  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade, 
followed  it  for  a time,  then  became  a farmer. 
He  married  Chloe  Gregory,  and  to  them  were 
born  five  children,  namely;  Warren  died  when 
young;  Alfred  N.  is  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Betsey  Ann  married  John  Goodsell,  of  the  town 
of  Westport,  formerly  a shoemaker,  but  at  the 
time  of  his  death  a grocer;  Nancy  married  Wal- 
ter Bradley,  a farmer  of  Redding,  and  Emeline. 
married  Bejamin  Fitch,  a shoemaker,  and  later 
a farmei.  The  parents  of  this  family  lived 
and  died  in  the  town  of  Westport.  The  father 
gained  his  title  from  his  connection  with  the  tni- 
• litia  in  the  “ training  days.” 

Allred  N.  Taylor,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  August  5.  1821,  in  the  town  of  West- 
port,  Conn.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade 
which  he  followed  in  connection  with  farming 
throughout  his  lifetime.  He  was  an  industrious 
and  hardworking  man,  and  a man  of  good  com- 
mon sense,  practical  in  his  ideas,  and  made  an 
excellent  neighbor  and  citizen.  He  married  Susan 
Grumman,  a daughter  of  Hiram  Grumman, 
of  Wilton,  Fairfield  county.  This  marriage  was 
blessed  with  the  following  five  children;  Ruth 
Ann  married  George  Richardson,  of  Westport, 
and  is  now  deceased;  Nancy  married  Joseph 
Brower,  a shoemaker  by  trade,  and  is  also  now 


deceased;  Sarah  L.  married  Henry  Grupe,  of 
New  Canaan,  and  they  are  now  residing  on  a 
farm  in  Iowa;  Alice  married  John  Tinkler,  now 
a resident  of  Westport,  formerly  of  Brooklyn; 
and  Frank  N.  is  our  subject.  After  the  mar- 
riage of  the  parents  they  settled  on  a farm  in  the 
town  of  Westport.  Both  are  now  deceased,  the 
the  father  dying  August  3,  1888,  and  the  mother 
on  June  7,  1854.  They  were  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church;  in  his  political  views  he  was 
a Democrat. 

Mrs.  Susan  (Grumman)  Taylor  was  fifth  in 
order  of  birth  in  a family  of  five  children,  the 
others  being  as  follows:  Marvin,  Russell,  Cather- 
ine and  Sarah  M.  The  Grummans  were  of  Eng- 
lish extraction 

Frank  N.  Taylor  passed  his  boyhood  on  his 
father’s  farm,  where  he  was  reared  to  the  age  of 
seventeen,  and  there  received  such  education  as 
the  general  farmer  gave  his  sons.  He  then  came 
to  Westport  as  an  apprentice  to  the  trade  and 
business  which  he  now  conducts,  serving  his  time 
with  John  B.  Goodsell,  then  the  proprietor  of  the 
store.  On  the  completion  of  his  apprenticeship, 
young  Taylor  worked  two  years  for  his  employer, 
then  was  taken  into  partnership,  and  such  rela- 
tions existed  until  March,  1881.  At  that  time 
Mr.  Taylor  became  sole  proprietor,  and  has  ever 
since  conducted  the  business  alone.  He  deals  in 
stoves,  pumps,  tin,  sheet-iron  and  copper  ware, 
does  steam-fitting,  gas-fitting,  plumbing,  and  job- 
bing of  all  kinds  in  the  best  manner  and  on  the 
most  reasonable  terms.  He  is  the  agent  at  West- 
port  for  Boynton’s  latest  patent  furnaces.  Be- 
sides being  a first-class  workman,  he  is  a good 
judge  of  all  materials  in  his  line,  and  one  desiring 
any  goods  of  his  kind  or  materials  will  do  well  to 
give  him  a call.  Mr.  Taylor  commands  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens.  In  poli- 
tics he  follows  the  views  held  by  his  ancestors, 
and  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party. 
At  this  writing  he  is  auditor  of  the  town  of  West- 
port.  and  he  has  served  the  county  as  grand 
juror.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  Temple  Lodge 
No.  65.  F.  & A.  M. 

On  December  27.  1876,  Mr.  Taylor  was  mar- 
ried to  Isabelle  Allen. of  Newtown. Conn., a daughe 
ter  of  William  Allen,  and  to  them  have  corn- 
children  as  follows:  Lula  B.,  Susan  A.  and  Mil- 
dred, all  at  home. 


vLARA  J.  BRADLEY,  a well-known  and 
highly  respected  resident  of  the  town  of 
Easton,  Fairfield  county,  comes  of  an  old  estab- 
lished family,  the  members  of  which  have  for 
the  most  part  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
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for  many  generations  back.  She  was  born  No- 
vember 14,  1852,  in  the  town  of  Easton,  Fair- 
field  county,  and  educated  at  the  Westport 
school. 

Gershatn  Bradley,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston  (now  Easton). 
Fairfield  county,  and  during  the  greater  part  of 
his  busy  life  kept  a general  store  at  Easton,  at 
the  same  time  conducting  a farm.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Easton,  and  in  his  political  sympathies 
was  always  a sound  Democrat.  By  his  wife 
Mary  (Scudder),  of  Huntington,  L.  I.,  he  had 
children  as  follows:  Sarah  (Mrs.  Williams),  De- 
borah (Mrs.  Parrack),  Maria  (Mrs.  Spear),  Betsey 
(Mrs.  Platt),  Matsey  (Mrs.  Bates),  Scudder,  Burr, 
Harry,  Lewis  (a  sketch  of  whom  follows)  and 
Gersham. 

Lewis  Bradley,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Easton,  in  1810,  and  died 
April  15,  1869.  He  was  a lifelong  agriculturist, 
and  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  in 
the  county.  During  the  old-time  militia  days 
he  was  captain  of  a train  band;  in  politics  he 
was  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith 
he  was  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Easton.  On  January  20,  1833,  he  married 
Miss  Rhoda  A.  Andrews,  who  was  born  May  15, 
1813,  a daughter  of  Joseph  H.  and  Clara  (Thorp) 
Andrews,  and  their  children  were  as  follows: 
Sarah  J.,  married  to  William  H.  Couch;  Walker 
B.,  deceased  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years; 
Lewis  B.,  married  to  Henrietta  N.  Jones;  Ger- 
trude A.,  wife  of  Aaron  B.  Wood;  and  Agnes  A. 
and  Clara  J.,  both  unmarried.  The  mother  of 
this  family  passed  from  earth  February  13,  1892. 
Of  the  Andrews  family,  Francis  was  the  first 
to  make  a settlement  in  the  United  States,  be- 
coming a farmer.  Of  his  children,  John  An- 
drews was  born  in  1646,  and  died  in  1683;  John, 
son  of  John,  was  born  October  24,  1679,  mar- 
ried Helnirah  Burr,  who  was  born  October  26, 
1680,  a daughter  of  Daniel  Burr,  who  was  a son 
of  John  Burr,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Fair- 
field  county. 

Deacon  Daniel  Andrews,  another  descendant 
of  Francis  Andrews,  above  mentioned,  was  born 
February  20,  1715,  and  died  January  10,  1800. 
He  was  a lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Daniel,  son  of  this  Deacon  Daniel,  was  born 
April  27,  1754.  and  was  the  great-great-grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject.  He  married  Elizabeth  Hyde, 
who  was  born  December  5,  1753,  and  the  names 
and  dates  of  their  children  are  as  follows:  Anna, 
born  November  18,  1779;  Sarah,  September  1, 
1781;  Ephraim,  April  9,  1783;  Joseph  H.,  March 
20,  1785;  Sillick  S.,  January  14,  1787;  Eliza- 


beth, January  11,  1790;  Daniel,  October  2;, 
1791 ; and  Mabel,  June  27,  1795. 

Joseph  H.  Andrews,  grandfather  of  Miss  Clan 
J.  Bradley,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston. 
Fairfield  county,  March  20,  1785,  and  kept  j 
1 ‘ plantation  ” there  on  the  spot  where  is  yet  the 
h9me  of  the  family,  and  they  were  the  owners:: 
several  slaves.  He  married  Clara  Thorp,  wk 
was  born  September  21,  1 788,  daughter  of  Ebeo- 
ezer  and  Rhoda  (Lockwood)  Thorp,  and  t« 
children  came  to  their  union,  viz.:  Rhoda  A. 
born  May  15,  1813;  and  Abigail  T.,  born  Decem- 
ber 26,  1817,  at  Weston;  she  was  educated  in 
Westport;  she  died  unmarried,  and  was  a lifelong 
consistent  member  of  the  Congregational  Chore 
of  Weston.  She  ably  conducted  the  farm  tl» 
descended  to  her  from  her  honored  ancestry.  It 
March,  1 852,  Joseph  G.  Smith  became  a memta 
of  the  family,  and  carried  on  the  interests  of  tk 
farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  K 
1898. 


SiIMON  C.  SHERWOOD,  classed  among 

) the  best  and  most  substantial  citizens  ol 

Southport,  comes  of  a family  of  good  repute  and 
loyal  ever.  In  the  early  history  ol  England 
during  the  days  of  “Robin  Hood  and  Littre 
John,”  Sherwood  Forest,  in  Nottinghamshire, £ 
frequently  mentioned,  and  from  the  proprietors 
of  that  historic  ground — Thomas  Sherwood  ami 
his  two  brothers — are  descended  the  Sherwood; 
of  Fairfield  county,  Connecticut. 

Thomas  Sherwood,  the  progenitor  oi  the 
American  Sherwoods,  came  to  Fairfield  fro® 
England  about  1650,  prior  to  the  organizatioc 
of  the  town;  tradition  says  one  brother  weal 
past  and  the  other  West.  He  settled  original) 
at  Hull’s  Farms,  and  here  for  two  or  three  gen- 
erations his  posterity  was  born.  This  Thom* 
died  about  1675.  His  son  Thomas,  who li«c 
in  Fairfield,  died  about  1698,  and  he  had  a son 
Samuel,  also  of  Fairfield,  who  had  a son  Danier 
This  Daniel  removed  to  Hull's  Farms,  and  * 
married  Martha  Hull,  who  is  descended  fra11 
the  same  ancestry  as  William  B.  Hull- 
grandmother  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  a sn® 
house  in  which  she  lived — the  first  house  erect 
in  the  vicinity.  Daniel  and  Martha  (Ho 
Sherwood  kept  a tavern  during  the  Revolution- 
ary period,  and  he  died  at  Hull's  Farms  in ' 7* 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  His  son  Daniel  w 
a son  William,  who  was  the  father  of  C# 
Edwin  Sherwood,  and  grandfather  of  the  sob) 
proper  of  this  sketch, 

Daniel  Sherwood  (2)  graduated  from  Vale15 
1756.  He  married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Deacon 
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John  Andrews,  of  Greens  Farms,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  Daniel,  Ralph.  Walter,  Justus,  Aaron, 
Stephen,  William,  Abigail,  Elizabeth  and 
Ellen. 

William  Sherwood  was  a farmer,  sailor  and 
merchant.  He  remained  on  the  old  homestead 
with  his  father  until  his  marriage  with  Abigail 
Couch,  who  was  born  at  Greens  Farms,  August 
14,  1782,  and  by  whom  he  had  children — Simon, 
William,  Edwin,  Cyrus,  Abigail,  Aaron,  Mary, 
Albert  and  Elizabeth.  The  parents  died  at 
Hull  s Farms,  the  father  in  April,  1844,  the 
mother  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven;  she 
was  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mr.  Sherwood  was  a Whig  in  politics. 

Edwin  Sherwood,  son  of  William  and  Abigail 
(Couch)  Sherwood,  and  father  of  Simon  C.,  was 
born  February  24,  1805.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, equipped  with  a common-school  education, 
he  left  his  father's  farm  and  shipped  as  a common 
sailor  on  the  sloop  “John,"  later  serving  on  the 
schooner  “ Orbit,"  the  brig  " America,"  and  the 
“ Georgia,”  plying  between  New  York,  Boston 
and  Southern  cities.  He  was  mate  for  two 
years,  and  before  he  was  twenty-one  he  was 
master  of  the  sloop  ••  John, " of  sixty  tons,  owned 
bv  Meeker  &.  Sherwood.  About  1827  he  be- 
came one-fourth  owner  of  the  brig  “America," 
carrying  147  tons,  of  which  he  was  made  captain. 
This  vessel  he  sailed  for  four  years,  and  then, 
purchasing  an  interest  in  the  schooner  “ Georgia." 
200  tons,  running  between  New  York  and 
Savannah,  he  commanded  her  for  four  years. 
Captain  Sherwood  then  superseded  the  “Geor- 
gia" with  a brig  carrying  400  tons,  which  he 
built  expressly  for  this  route,  and  commanded 
some  ten  years,  when  he  sold  it.  From  about 
1845  or  1850  he  lived  retired  from  active  duty 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  September  11, 
1 886;  he  lies  buried  in  Oaklawn  cemetery. 
Politically,  he  was  a Democrat,  and  a regular 
voter,  but  no  partisan.  At  the  time  of  his 
decease  he  was  a director  of  the  Danbury  & 
Norwalk  railroad,  and  president  of  the  Southport 
Savings  Bank.  He  was  a highly  successful  man, 
selfmade  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word,  and  left 
a valuable  estate.  He  was  highly  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him,  and  his  life  is  well  worthy  of 
record  as  an  example  to  others. 

On  December  12,  1837,  Capt.  Edwin  Sher- 
wood was  married  to  Mary  A.  Hyde,  who  was 
born  at  Greens  Farms,  July  12,  1813,  a daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Joseph  Hyde,  and  two  sons  were 
born  to  them:  Edwin  H.  and  Simon  C.,  both 
residents  of  Southport.  The  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mrs.  Sher- 
wood claimed  descent  from  Humphrey  Hyde, 


whose  name  appears  on  the  early  records  of  the 
town  of  Fairfield  as  one  of  its  first  taxpayers, 
having  possession  of  a large  tract  of  land  in  what 
is  called  the  “long  lots.”  Humphrey  Hyde,  her 
I grandfather,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
1 war,  serving  at  the  time  of  the  burning  of  Fair- 
' field  and  Norwalk;  was  in  the  Colonial  ranks  at 
the  battles  of  Compo  and  White  Plains,  receiv- 
ing a bullet  wound  in  the  former  engagement; 
and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Ridgefield  and 
the  burning  of  Danbury.  The  ancestors  orig- 
inally came  from  England,  where  at  different 
places  they  have  impressed  their  name  on  loca- 
tions, as  Hyde  Park  in  London,  and  left  prop- 
erty valued  at  millions  of  dollars.  Mrs.  Sher- 
wood's father,  Joseph  Hyde,  was  born  in  1761, 
married  Arete  Jesup,  and  had  a family  of  four- 
teen children,  of  whom  she  was  the  youngest. 

Simon  C.  Sherwood,  whose  name  introduces 
these  lines,  was  born  June  10.  1845,  in  South- 
port,  Conn.,  where  he  was  reared  and  received 
his  earlier  education,  later  attending  Betts’ 
school  in  Stamford,  where  he  continued  his  stud- 
ies. Soon  after  his  marriage,  which  will  be 
spoken  of  presently,  he  took  up  his  permanent 
abode  in  Southport,  his  elegant  and  comfortable 
home  on  West  Main  street  having  been  built  by 
himself.  Aside  from  his  investments,  he  is  liv- 
ing retired,  in  the  enjoyments  of  a well-regulat- 
ed life. 

On  October  14,  1868,  Mr.  Sherwood  was 
married  to  Miss  Matilda  Simpson,  of  Southport, 
daughter  of  John  Simpson,  and  two  sons — Simon 
W.  and  Richard  S. — have  been  born  to  them. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherwood  are  identified  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  he  is  a member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  same.  In  his  polit- 
ical preferences  he  was  once  a Democrat,  but  for 
some  years  past  has  been  a Republican.  He  is 
a trustee  of  the  Southport  Savings  Bank.  Mr. 
Sherwood’s  honorable  business  methods  and  his 
upright  life  have  gained  for  him  prestige  in  the 
community  where  he  has  so  long  made  his  home, 
while  his  genial  manner  enables  him  to  make 
friends  easily,  and  when  once  a friendship  is 
won  it  is  always  his.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 


W BRAHAM  H.  VAN  SCIVER,  the  inventor 
of  the  Van  Sciver  Oyster  Dredge,  is  one  of 
Bridgeport’s  enterprising  and  successful  business 
men.  While  he  makes  a specialty  of  manufact- 
uring the  dredges,  for  which  there  is  a constant 
demand,  his  shops  at  No.  107  Water  street, 
Bridgeport,  are  equipped  for  general  blacksmith- 
ing.  and  he  has  a lucrative  business  as  a machine 
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and  ship  smith.  He  also  gives  attention  to  plain 
and  ornamental  blacksmithing,  and  to  the  dress- 
ing and  tempering  of  tools  of  all  sorts. 

Mr.  Van  Sciver  traces  his  descent  from  some 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  New  Jersey,  his  ances- 
tors having  come  originally  from  Holland.  Daniel 
Van  Sciver,  his  great-grandfather,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  Peter  Van  Sciver,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, who  married  Maria  Javcox,  was  a soldier 
of  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  granted  160  acres 
of  government  land  in  recognition  of  his  services. 
William  Van  Sciver,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  May  6,  181 S.  at  Tenafly,  N.  J.,  and 
although  he  followed  the  weaver’s  trade  for  a 
short  time  in  early  manhood,  he  has  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  farming.  He  now  re- 
sides at  Closter,  Bergen  Co.,  N.  J.  His  wife, 
Eliza  Haring,  who  died  in  1885.  was  born  in 
1820,  near  Tappan,  N.  J..  a daughter  of  James 
and  Maria  (Naugle)  Harring,  and  a granddaugh- 
ter of  Abram  and  Maria  (Naugle)  Harring.  Our 
subject  is  the  younger  of  two  children.  The 
other,  Jacob  W.,  who  was  born  at  Closter,  July 
18,  1840,  and  now  resides  at  Palisades,  was  mar- 
ried in  1867,  to  Miss  Jane  E.  Post,  and  they 
have  two  children:  William  J.  and  Adeline. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  3,  1844,  at  the 
old  homestead  at  Closter,  N.  J.,  and  his  educa- 
tion was  begun  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
town.  When  he  was  sixteen  years  old  his  pa- 
rents removed  to  Tappan,  N.  J.,  but  soon  re- 
turned to  Closter.  Later  they  resided  for  some 
time  in  the  Palisades,  on  the  Hudson  river, 
where  he  again  attended  school,  and  for  a year 
or  two  he  was  employed  at  general  farm  work  in  i 
that  locality.  He  also  worked  for  a time  on  an 
ovster  sloop  on  the  North  river,  and  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  began  to  learn  the  blacksmith's 
trade  in  the  Erie  railroad  shops  at  Piermont,  N. 
Y.  After  two  years  he  went  to  Jersey  City, 
where  he  worked  two  years  in  the  Erie  shops, 
and  he  then  went  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  was 
employed  for  several  months  in  a locomotive 
shop.  The  next  eight  months  he  spent  in  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  in  the  manufacture  of  tools  for  the 
oil  wells;  but  as  the  Civil  war  was  in  progress  1 
and  the  government  was  in  need  of  workmen  on  I 
gunboats,  he  went  to  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  to  en- 
gage in  that  work.  After  spending  several  ! 
months  in  that  city,  he  went  with  some  boats  to  1 
the  Mound  City  navy  yards,  just  above  Cairo,  j 
where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war,  be-  j 
ing  employed  in  dressing  and  repairing  tools  for  I 
the  machinists  on  the  gunboats.  On  leaving  | 
this  position  he  started  for  Memphis,  Tenn.,  on  | 
his  way  back  stopping  at  different  towns  till  he  I 


found  employment  at  Ft.  Wayne.  Returning  to 
the  East  after  about  three  months  in  Ft.  Wayne, 
he  spent  a week  at  home  in  the  Palisades,  and 
then  went  to  Fishkill  Landing,  on  the  Hudson 
where  he  was  employed  in  the  engine  works  and 
foundry.  After  a year  he  went  back  to  Piermont 
and  worked  lor  a year  in  the  Erie  railroad  sho^, 
and  the  next  three  years  he  passed  at  Yonkers, 
N.  Y.,  in  the  Clipper  Mower  & Reaper  Worts 
and  in  the-Otis  Engine  & Elevator  Works.  Re 
moving  then  to  Bridgeport  (having  been  pre- 
viously engaged  by  George  Douglas),  in  that  em- 
ploy he  remained  some  twenty-one  years.  .1 
partnership  was  then  formed  with  another black- 
smith,  William  Calan,  under  the  firm  name d 
Calan  & Van  Sciver,  and  they  carried  on  an  in- 
dependent business  for  two  years.  Mr.  Van- 
Sciver  then  returned  to  his  old  position  in  tie 
shops  of  Douglas,  Moore  & Co.,  and  with  them 
remained  one  year.  On  July  1, 1896,  he  opened 
his  present  establishment,  and  from  the  first  he 
has  met  with  gratifying  success.  The  new 
dredge  is  a decided  improvement  upon  all  others 
on  the  market,  as  it  is  so  balanced  that  it  *31 
not  turn  over  while  being  hauled  on  board  a ves- 
sel, and  the  public  has  not  been  slow  to  recog- 
nize its  merits.  At  present  the  orders  keep  Mr. 
Van  Sciver  and  one  assistant  constantly  em- 
ployed, while  the  help  of  two  other  workmen  s 
required  during  a portion  of  the  year. 

In  1871  Mr.  Van  Sciver  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet E.  Galt,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret 
(MacClellan)  Galt,  who  were  both  natives  of 
Scotland.  One  child,  Eliza  H.,  brightens  his 
home.  The  family  is  identified  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  at  Bridgeport,  of  which 
Mrs.  Van  Sciver  was  an  active  member.  Oat 
subject  belongs  to  St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  3-  ^ “ 
A.  M.,  at  Bridgeport,  and  Rockland  Chapter  No 
104,  R.  A.  M.,  at  Piermont.  In  politics  he  is « 
Democrat,  but  he  has  not  aspired  to  officu 
honors. 


TTrERMAN  H.  KELLNER,  of  Danbury. is °ne 

XlI  of  the  most  prominent  German-born  ciw£0; 
of  the  county,  and  his  intelligence,  industry.  a 
thrift  have  won  for  him  general  esteem. 

The  Kellner  family  has  made  its  home  c- 
many  generations  in  the  Province  of  Hanoser 
Germany,  and  Wilbrandt  Kellner,  oursubjec  - 
father,  was  born  there  at  Achmer-by-Bramsc*- 
and  lor  some  years  of  his  early  man 
followed  farming  in  that  vicinity.  He  marn 
Mary  Stapelberg,  a native  of  that  locality.  *B 
1870  came  to  America  with  his  family,  l°cj'  _ 
first  in  New  York  City,  where  he  \vasemp!o)e 
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lay  laborer  for  about  seven  years.  In  1877  he 
emoved  to  Danbury  and  engaged  in  the  fur  busi- 
less,  but  he  is  now  living  in  retirement.  He  is 
in  intelligent  man,  taking  an  interest  in  the 
.arious  questions  of  the  day,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Republican,  although  formerly  he  gave  his  sup- 
port to  the  Democratic  party.  He  and  his 
estimable  wife,  who  died  in  1889.  both  united 
with  the  German  Lutheran  Church  years  ago. 
They  had  seven  children:  Anna  married  John 
Michael  (deceased),  who  was  born  in  Germany, 
and  for  some  time  was  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  in  New  York;  Johanna  married  Charles 
Schledorn.  a lithograper  in  New  York;  Lottie 
(deceased)  was  the  wile  of  Gerhart  Schultz,  of 
New  York;  Henry  is  a hatter  in  Danbury;  Her- 
man H.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Minnie 
married  Clamour  H.  Michael,  a hatter  in  Dan- 
bury; and  William,  who  is  not  married,  is  also  a 
hatter  in  Danbury. 

Mr.  Kellner,  our  subject,  was  born  October  19, 
1858,  at  the  old  home  at  Achmer-bv-Bramsche, 
and  he  was  partially  educated  there.  Coming  to 
America  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  he  attended 
school  for  a time  in  New  York,  and  there  began 
his  business  career  as  a clerk  in  a retail  grocery 
store,  where  he  remained  six  years.  In  1876  he 
went  to  Danbury,  where  he  was  employed  for 
about  seventeen  years  in  different  hat  factories, 
learning  the  trade  thoroughly  and  giving  especial 
attention  to  curling  and  finishing.  In  1893.  he 
formed  a partnership  with  Henry  \V.  Michael, 
and  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  hatters'  furs,  and 
in  1 896  they  enlarged  their  business  to  include  the 
manufacture  of  stiff,  flexible,  and  soft  hats,  and 
ladies'  bonnets. 

In  March,  1889,  Mr.  Keliner  married  Miss 
Anna  M.  Sohl,  who  was  born  at  Yarrel,  Germany, 
a daughter  of  Gerd  and  Actelheit  Sohl.  Five 
children  have  blessed  this  union:  Arthur  H. , Edna 
Marv.  and  Nellie  Annie  (who  are  at  home),  Lau- 
rettas. (who  died  June,  3,  1890.  at  the  age  of  six 
months)  and  Marie  Lorine.  Mr.  Kellner  is  a 
beilever  in  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  he  has  not  taken  an  active 
part  in  political  work,  his  influence  being  exerted 
in  a quiet  way. 


EDWARD  E.  CHAFFEE,  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Chaffee  Bros.,  leading  grocers 
of  East  Bridgeport,  is  one  of  the  representative 
business  men  of  that  city,  his  success  having  been 
won  through  his  own  well-directed  efforts. 

Mr.  Chaffee  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock, 
the  Chaffee  family  being  descended  from  two 
brothers  who  came  from  Wales  about  two  hun- 


dred years  ago.  Henry  R.  Chaffee,  his  father, 
was  born  in  Ashford,  Conn.,  in  1830,  and  moved 
in  1856,  to  Bridgeport,  where  he  has  been  em- 
ployed as  a contractor  by  the  Wheeler  & Wilson 
Manufacturing  Company,  from  that  time  to  the 
present,  with  the  exception  of  three  years'  service 
in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war.  His 
wife,  Lucy  A.  (Andrews),  is  a member  of  a well- 
known  family  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Amon  Andrews,  of  that  city.  Of  the 
four  children  of  this  union,  the  first  born,  Harry 
A.,  died  in  1880;  Edward  E.,  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below;  Robert  H.  is  a car- 
penter at  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. ; and  Frederick  A. 
is  in  partnership  with  our  subject. 

Edward  E.  Chaffee  was  born  December  9, 
1854.  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  was  only  a year 
and  a half  old  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Bridgeport.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
East  Bridgeport,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Wheeler  & Wilson 
Manufacturing  Company,  remaining  about  seven 
years.  In  1878  he  became  a clerk  in  his  present 
store,  then  owned  by  Robert  W.  Burritt,  and  in 
1881  he  purchased  the  business,  which  he  has 
continued  with  marked  success,  his  trade  being 
probably  the  largest  in  his  line  on  the  East  side. 
For  ten  years  he  carried  on  the  business  alone 
under  the  name  of  E.  E.  Chaffee,  but  in  1891  he 
took  his  brother  Frederick  into  partnership, 
adopting  the  present  firm  name.  Their  business 
is  chiefly  retail,  but  they  also  have  some  whole- 
sale trade. 

On  May  23,  1878,  Edward  E.  Chaffee  mar- 
ried Miss  Carrie  B.  Niblo,  a native  of  Bridgeport, 
where  her  father,  Capt.  Thomas  Niblo,  formerly 
a resident  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  is  a highly  esteemed 
citizen.  The  only  child  of  this  union,  William 
E.,  born  in  tS82,  is  now  at  home.  The  family 
is  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Bridgeport,  of  which  Mr.  Chaffee  is  a 
prominent  member,  and  he  is  also  identified  with 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Pequonnock  Lodge  No.  4,  at 
Bridgeport.  He  is  a man  who  does  his  own 
thinking,  and  while  he  votes  with  the  Republican 
party  on  national  issues  he  does  not  hesitate  to 
support  such  men  and  measures  as  meet  his  ap- 
proval, outside  as  well  as  within  party  lines. 


Hi  ELEN  F.  MIDDLEBROOK  was  born  in 

1 the  town  of  Wilton,  Conn. , June  13,  1840. 

Her  early  education  was  received  in  the  public 
schools,  and  later  she  attended  and  graduated 
from  Olmstead  s college,  and  also  from  a select 
school  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  She  has  never 
married. 
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Sommers  Middlebrook,  her  grandfather,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  was  educa- 
ted at  the  common  schools  of  that  town,  and 
engaged  in  farming  most  of  his  life. 

George  Middlebrook,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton  in  1790.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  place,  became  a colonel  of  a regi- 
ment of  militia  during  the  training  days,  on 
account  of  which  he  was  always  known  as 
*•  Colonel  Middlebrook,”  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing all  his  active  life.  He  was  a man  of  talent 
and  character,  and  was  highly  respected  as  a 
man  by  all  that  knew  him.  During  the  early 
part  of  his  life  he  was  a Whig  in  politics,  but 
upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
he  became  a Republican,  and  adhered  to  that 
party  during  the  remainder  of  hislite.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucretia  Sturges,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  (Hurlbutt)  Sturges,  of  Wilton.  She  was 
born  in  1800,  and  died  when  she  was  seventy- 
one  years  of  age.  The  children  born  to  George 
Middlebrook  and  his  wife  Lucretia  were  as  fol- 
lows: Mary,  who  married  William  Harris;  Cla- 

rissa, wife  of  Ebenezer  Betts;  Susan,  who  mar- 
ried Le  Grand  Comstock;  Henrietta,  wife  of 
William  D.  Gregory  ; Samuel,  who  married 
Sarah  Lockwood;  Sarah,  wife  of  William  D. 
Gregory;  Lucretia,  who  married  Augustus  Brown; 
Emily,  who  married  John  Lockwood;  Gertrude, 
wife  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Turner;  Helen,  who  remained 
single;  Virginia,  who  married  William  H.  Wil- 
kinson; George,  who  died  young;  and  Elizabeth, 
born  in  the  town  of  Wilton.  Conn.,  November 
19,  1830,  where  she  received  her  education.  She 
married  Dr.  John  Hill,  of  Sterling,  Conn.,  who 
was  a son  of  John  Hill. 

The  ancestors  of  the  Middlebrook  family 
originally  came  to  this  country  from  Wales  and 
England.  Joseph  Middlebrook  lived  in  Concord, 
Mass.,  in  1644.  Four  generations  afterward 
Michael  Middlebrook,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  removed  from  the  town  of  Fairfield  and 
settled  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  in  1753,  and  there 
he  bought  a farm.  He  married  Miss  Abiah  Som- 
mers, by  whom  he  had  a number  of  children, 
one  of  whom  was  Sommers  Middlebrook,  the 
grandfather  of  the  subject,  who  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Wilton,  and  upon  arriving  at  man’s  es- 
tate engaged  in  farming.  He  and  his  descend- 
ants have  always  been  most  excellent  managers, 
the  property  now  in  the  family  having  been  in 
the  family  for  generations,  and  has  never  been 
mortgaged. 

Sommers  Middlebrook  married  Miss  Susanna 
Beal,  of  England,  whose  father  was  a man  of 
superior  abilities  and  scholarship,  and  who  came 


to  this  country  in  order  to  enjoy  religious  libettr 
Susanna  Beal  had  but  one  brother,  and  he 
in  infancy.  Sommers  Middlebrook  and  his  wile 
Susanna  had  the  following  children:  Win; 
Matthew,  who  married  Betsy  Abbott;  George, 
who  married  Lucretia  Sturges;  Jonathan,  who 
never  married;  Anna,  who  married  John  Jones; 
Sallie,  who  married  William  Lester,  and  Abijah. 
One  remarkable  circumstance  in  connection  with 
the  family  of  Sommers  Middlebrook  should  do: 
be  permitted  to  pass  unnoticed,  and  that  is that 
a few  vears  before  his  death  seven  of  his  children 


sat  at  the  communion  table  at  the  same  time, 
the  youngest  of  whom  was  over  seventy  years  oi 
age.  The  ancient  stock  of  the  Middlebrooi 
family  were  noted  for  piety,  integrity  and  wealth 
Dr.  John  Hill,  already  mentioned  as  the  has- 
band  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Hill,  was  born  Jam 
ary  19,  1821,  in  the  town  of  Sterling,  Con; 
After  receiving  his  early  eduation  in  the  comm® 
schools  of  the  time,  he  attended  the  New  Veil 
Medical  College,  from  which  he  graduated, and 
then  took  up  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Brook 
lyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  thus  engaged  lor 
six  years.  Removing  then  to  Binghamton, N 
Y. , he  practiced  his  profession  in  that  aty 
number  of  years,  and  then  removed  to  Sooth 
Norwalk,  Conn.,  where  he  continued  to  practice 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1880.  Poh 
ically,  he  was  a Republican,  and  he  was  nw? 
times  elected  coroner  of  his  county.  Social!) 
he  was  a Freemason,  while  in  religious  faith « 
was  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church ot 
South  Norwalk.  He  married  Elizabeth  Middk- 
brook  in  1856,  and  by  her  had  one  daughter 
Florence,  who  was  born  February  2,  1865 
John  Hill,  father  of  Dr.  John  Hill.  was  ^ 
in  Sterling,  Conn.,  was  educated  in  the con®K 
schools  of  the  locality,  and  was  engaged  in  Is® 
ing  there  all  of  his  active  life.  He  was  a mw 
of  character  and  ability,  and  was  highly  esteem 
by  his  neighbors  and  friends. 


WILLIAM  L.  HALL,  a military  veteran 

and  a prominent  citizen  of  Danbury,  ^ 

been  engaged  in  business  in  that  city  l°r  ® 
than  thirty  years  as  a blacksmith,  and  his m ^ 
try  and  integrity  have  won  for  him  the  esteem ^ 
all  classes  in  the  community.  , ^ 

On  the  paternal  side,  Mr. -Hall  is  of  In 
scent,  but  his  grandfather,  Eli  Hall,  was  0 

Stratford,  Conn.,  and  was  a resident  of  this  - 

throughout  his  life.  Eli  Hal!  had  seven  c 1 

viz.:  Joseph,  Booth,  Ezra,  Philo,  William  ■ 

Anna  and  Sarah,  none  of  whom  are  no# 
William  Hall,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
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in  Newtown,  this  county,  and  after  learning  the 
tailor’s  trade  in  Brooklyn  he  located  in  Bridge- 
water,  where  he  followed  that  business  exclusively 
for  many  years,  his  death  occurring  about  1865. 
Although  not  active  in  political  work,  he  took 
much  interest  in  questions  of  the  day,  first  as  a 
Whig,  later  as  a Republican.  His  wife,  Susan 
(Luckey),  who  is  still  living,  is  descended  from 
an  old  Holland-Dutch  family,  and  her  father, 
Cornelius  Luckey,  who  resided  at  Brooklyn,  was 
a mason  by  trade.  They  had  six  children:  Cor- 

nelius B.  (deceased)  was  a carpenter  in  Brooklyn; 
William  L. , our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below;  Joseph  W.,  a resident  of  Springfield,  Mo., 
has  been  employed  in  railway  and  insurance  busi- 
ness, has  been  cashier  of  a bank,  and  is  now  con- 
nected with  a building  and  loan  association;  Ed- 
win H.,  also  a resident  of  Springfield,  Mo.,  is  a 
real-estate  agent;  Cornelia  M.  married  John  R. 
Smith,  of  Bridgeport;  and  Ezra  J.,  a resident  of 
Sandy  Hook,  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  May  7, 
1840,  in  Bridgewater.  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn., 
where  he  spent  his  boyhood.  At  seventeen  he 
went  to  Sandy  Hook  to  learn  the  blacksmith’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  four  years  in  that 
place.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Stamford,  Conn., 
in  the  28th  Conn.  V.  1.,  and  was  sent  to  New 
Orleans  where  he  served  under  General  Banks, 
taking  part  in  several  battles.  At  the  expiration 
of  his  term  in  1863  he  returned  to  Stamford  and 
resumed  his  trade,  and  in  1865  he  established 
his  shop  and  home  at  Danbury,  where  he  has  | 
resided  ever  since.  He  has  an  extensive  custom, 
covering  all  lines  of  the  trade. 

In  1865  Mr.  Hall  married  Miss  Anna  J.  An- 
drews, a native  of  Newtown,  and  a daughter  of 
Eden  A.  Andrews.  Six  children  have  blessed 
this  union:  George  A.  is  a hatter  in  Danbury; 

Albert  A.  is  in  business  with  his  father;  Robert 
L.  is  engaged  in  the  hatter  s trade;  Harriet  A. 
married  Benjamin  E.  Snow,  of  Hudson,  N.  Y. ; 
Howard  W.  is  in  business  with  his  father;  and 
Fred  E.  is  attending  school.  Mr.  Hall  and  his 
family  are  all  Methodists  in  religious  faith,  and 
are  identified  with  various  progressive  move- 
ments. In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  while  so- 
cially he  is  an  active  member  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
and  of  the  order  of  American  Mechanics. 


CIHARLES  C.  SALMON.  It  has  been  said 
’>  that  the  beginning  of  civilization  is  the  discov- 
ery of  some  useful  arts,  by  which  men  acquire 
property,  comforts  or  luxury.  The  necessity  or 
desire  of  preserving  them  leads  to  laws  and  social 
institutions.  In  reality  the  origin,  as  well  as  the 


progress  and  improvement,  of  civil  society  is 
founded  on  mechanical  and  chemical  inventions, 
and  in  reviewing  the  circumstances  of  the  life  of 
Charles  C.  Salmon  there  is  a pleasure  in  contem- 
plating an  active  and  useful  career  passed  for  the 
most  part  in  the  development  of  some  of  the  most 
useful  industries. 

Mr.  Salmon  was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  July  26,  1856,  and  his 
earlier  education  was  received  at  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  at  select  schools. 
Subsequently  he  attended  Betts  Military  Acad- 
emy at  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  on  laying  aside  his 
books  he  learned  the  horn-button  manufacturing 
business  of  his  father,  at  Lyons  Plain,  Fairfield 
county,  continuing  with  him  for  some  years. 
Leaving  that  industry  in  1881  he  took  up  edge- 
tool  tempering,  and  since  that  year  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Bradley  Bros,  axe  and  edge-tool 
factory  in  Weston. 

In  187 6 Mr.  Salmon  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  O.  Sherwood,  who  was  born  September  29, 
1851,  a daughter  of  Bradley  Sherwood,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Ethel  Salmon,  born  March 
8,  1889.  In  politics  Mr.  Salmon  is  an  ardent 
Republican,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  to 
public  office.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a member 
of  the  Centre  street  M.  E.  Church  of  Easton,  of 
which  he  is  one  of  the  trustees,  and  steward. 

Daniel  C.  Salmon,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  the  town  of  Trumbull,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.,  and  received  his  education  in 
| the  district  schools,  after  which  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade.  This  trade  he  made  his  life 
work,  in  connection  conducting  an  undertaking 
establishment,  and  he  was  a very  successful  man. 
Mr.  Salmon’s  wife  was  Miss  Mary  Bradley,  daugh- 
ter of  Wakeman  Bradley,  of  Fairfield  and  Wes- 
ton. and  the  children  born  to  them  were:  Mor- 

ris, a sketch  of  whom  follows;  and  David  A., 
married  to  Augusta  Morehouse.  Grandfather 
Salmon  died  October  14,  1851. 

Morris  Salmon,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  August  1,  1832,  in  the  town  of  Weston,  and 
received  his  education  at  the  district  school  of 
the  neighborhood  of  his  boyhood  home,  finishing 
at  a select  school  in  the  town.  He  was  a car- 
penter by  trade,  following  same  for  several  years, 
later  buying  a button  factory,  where  he  manu- 
factured horn  buttons  up  to  five  years  before  his 
death.  He  married  Miss  Betsey  A.  Wakeman, 
daughter  of  Silas  and  Abbie  (Wheeler)  Wakeman, 
of  Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  their  children  are:  Fan- 
nie. wife  of  Frank  Gorham,  M.  D. ; and  Charles 
C.,  our  subject,  one  of  Fairfield  county’s  best 
representative  citizens.  Morris  Salmon  died  Jan- 
uary 2t,  1886. 
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CORNELIUS  DWYER,  of  Bridgeport,  is  an  they  had  a family  of  twelve  children— nine  w 
1 able  and  enterprising  business  man,  and  for  and  three  daughters — five  of  whom  died  inchild- 
some  years  has  carried  on  an  extensive  trade  as  a hood,  the  others  being  as  follows:  Edward  is : 
contractor  in  excavating,  grading  and  supplying  merchant  in  Nova  Scotia;  Ezra  C.,  who was i 
sand,  stone,  and  other  building  materials.  He  is  farmer  and  milk  dealer,  and  resided  in  Nichols, 
also  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  in  which  he  Conn.,  died  June  14,  1897;  Isaac  D.  is  our sob- 
commands  a large  custom,  his  stock  including  a ject;  Eliza  A.  and  Jeremiah  died  at  the  age oi 
variety  of  liquors.  eleven  years;  Phillip  S.  is  a resident  of  Bridge- 

Mr.  Dwyer  comesof  Irish  ancestry,  the  family  j port;  and  Murray  is  deceased, 
being  identified  with  County  Tipperary,  Ireland.  Isaac  D.  Smith,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
Michael  O.  Dwyer,  the  fatherofour  subject,  was  review,  received  his  education  at  the  schools  it 
a lifelong  resident  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  was  Burlington,  Nova  Scotia,  after  which  he  followec 
employed  as  a miner  under  the  English  Govern-  | a seafaring  life  for  some  years,  voyaging  toAt- 
ment.  He  and  his  wife,  Margaret  (Corcoran),  I lantic  ports,  including  the  West  Indies,  North 
who  was  also  a native  of  Ireland,  had  a family  i and  South  America  and  England,  also  to  ports 
of  three  children:  Johanna,  deceased;  Jeremiah,  in  Russia,  which  latter  took  him  into  both  the 
now  a resident  of  Chicago,  111.;  and  Cornelius.  North  Sea  and  the  Baltic  Sea,  the  Gulf  of  Fin- 
Cornelius  Dwver  was  born  December  23,  land,  etc.  In  1881  he  came  to  Bridgeport. 
1845,  in  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  on  i Conn.,  thence  moved  to  Nichols,  where  he  n‘ 
completing  his  course  in  the  local  schools  he  | proprietor  of  a farm  for  four  years.  In  1886  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  there,  serving  an  I bought  his  present  property,  a fifty-eight-iae 
apprenticeship  of  three  years.  In  1867  he  came  1 farm,  in  the  town  of  Stratford,  andhas  heresince 
to  the  United  States,  locating  first  on  a farm  near  1 resided,  in  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  »'W 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  several  I he  also  has  a milk  and  vegetable  route  in  Bridge- 
years.  He  then  worked  for  a year  in  an  oilcloth  1 port,  as  already  stated.  He  owns  a nice  res- 
factory  at  Newtown,  Long  Island,  but  has  since  I dence  in  Stratford,  where  he  resides,  which  be 
made  his  home  in  Bridgeport.  For  two  years  | built  in  1897. 

he  was  employed  in  the  trucking  business  by  In  1882  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Annie  l 
George  Stapleton,  and  later  he  engaged  in  truck-  | Rhodes,  a daughter  of  Augustus  Rhodes,  a wl- 
jng  on  his  own  account,  continuing  about  seven  ! known  mason  and  builder,  all  of  Nova  Scott 
years.  In  the  meantime  he  became  interested  I and  four  children  have  graced  their  union: 
in  the  grocery  and  liquor  business  at  No.  154  N.  Charles  1.,  Bessie  V.,  Walter  A.,  and  Etta  E.. 
Washington  avenue,  also  in  contracting,  his  all  yet  living  except  Walter  A.,  who  died  at  the 
headquarters  for  the  latter  business  being  at  No.  age  of  nineteen  months.  Our  subject  and  hs 
136  North  avenue.  Of  late  years  he  has  devoted  I wile  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and ct 
his  attention  exclusively  to  those  lines  of  enter-  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  connected  with  the  I 
prise,  and  his  trade  is  both  extensive  and  profit-  O.  O F.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  that  order, 
able.  Politically,  he  is  a Democrat  as  far  as  belonging  to  Samuel  H.  Harris  Lodge  No.  99^ 
national  issues  are  concerned,  but  otherwise  he  \ Bridgeport,  and  he  is  past  master  of  Ho®- 
is  an  Independent.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a.  | tonic  Grange  No.  79,  P.  of  H.,  of  Stratford,  u 
Catholic,  and  he  and  his  family  are  leading  mem-  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  takes  a 
bers  in  the  Church  of  that  denomination  at  genuine  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  country. 
Bridgeport.  In  1866  he  was  married  in  Ireland 

to  Miss  Mary  O’Donnell,  a native  of  that  country.  ~ 

They  have  had  nine  children:  Maria  and  Marga-  Tj^REDERlCK  C.  PARSONS,  whose  printing 
ret  (both  born  in  Ireland),  Anna,  John,  Josephine,  JP  and  bicycle  establishment  has  been  for*0® 
Bertha,  Dennis,  Michael  and  Bridget.  years  No.  212  Main  street,  Stamford,  remow 

to  No.  206  Main  street,  April  1,  1899.  lS  s 

business  compelled  him  to  have  more  space 5 

I ISAAC  D.  SMITH,  farmer  and  proprietor  of  a well-known  to  all  the  business  men  of  this  set- 

[ milk  route  in  the  city  of  Bridgeport,  is  a na-  ! tion.  He  has  worked  his  way  up  to  his  pres*® 

tive  of  Nova  Scotia,  born  in  Newport,  Hants  j position  from  humble  circumstances  through 
county,  March  27,  1858.  1 own  industry.  He  came  to  Stamford  when  a 

Benjamin  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  wasa  1 young  man,  from  Massachusetts,  where  he*5- 
native  of  the  same  locality,  where  he  wasacoun-  i born  August  11,  1856,  at  Barre. 
try  blacksmith,  as  was  his  father  before  him.  He  Horace  and  Abigail  (Prince)  Parsons, par®11; 
married  Eliza  Burgess,  of  the  same  nativity,  and  I of  our  subject,  were  also  natives  of  the  ha) 
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State,  the  mother  born  in  Oxford.  They  passed  j Stamford,  to  Miss  Annie  E.  Dravis.  daughter  of 
their  entire  lives  there,  the  father  engaging  in  I George  Dravis.  They  have  no  children.  Mr. 
carpenter  work  and  the  manufacture  of  soap.  I and  Mrs.  Parsons  attend  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
Of  their  nine  children,  four  are  living,  viz.:  i with  which  he  united  in  July,  t88o,  and  he  is 
Martha  E.  (Mrs.  Blair):  Frank  H..  who  lives  in  I both  active  and  prominent  in  Church  work,  at 
Boston;  Frederick  Charles;  and  Ida  May  (Mrs.  j present  serving  as  deacon  of  the  congregation  at 
Wardj,  of  Southville.  Mass.  By  a pievious  mar-  j Stamford.  Fraternally,  he  is  united  with  the 
riage  Mr.  Parsons  had  one  daughter,  Mary  J.,  ] New  England  Order  of  Protection,  of  which  he 
who  now  makes  her  home  in  Sutton  Centre,  | was  one  of  the  first  members,  and  the  Order  of 
Massachusetts.  I United  American  Mechanics,  of  which  he  was  a 

Frederick  C.  Parsons  spent  his  boyhood  in  | charter  member  in  Stamford 

the  towns  of  Sutton.  West  Sutton.  Webster.  Ox-  1 

ford  and  Millbury,  Mass.  After  the  death  of  his  i 

father,  which  occurred  w hen  he  was  fourteen  TTfERBERT  D.  WHITNEY,  one  of  the  promi- 
years  old,  he  went  to  Dudley,  Mass.,  and  re-  nent,  well-to-do  farmers  of  the  town  of 

mained  there  one  year,  subsequently,  for  three  New  Canaan,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  was  born 
years,  working  in  the  shuttle  factory  at  Marbles-  there  March  31,  1859,  in  Park  street.  His 
ville.  For  two  years  after  this  he  was  employed  1 paternal  and  maternal  ancestors  have  been  iden- 
in  a printing  office  at  Westboio,  Mass.,  and  in  ' tified  with  the  progress  of  this  region  for  some 
1 876  he  started  out  with  another  boy  to  see  the  j generations,  and  the  family  is  an  honored  one 
world,  eventually  settling  in  Stamford,  Conn.  | wherever  known. 

Here  he  commenced  work  in  the  Herald  office,  Mr.  Whitney’s  grandfather,  Benjamin  Whit- 
later  was  employed  in  the  Aa'.ocatc , and  then  ney,  was  born  in  Wilton,  Fairfield  county,  and 
for  six  months  was  in  the  Yale  A-  Towne  lived  there  all  his  life,  engaged  in  farming  and 
factory.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  again  butchering.  For  his  first  wife  we  wedded  Abi- 
entered  the  Herald  office,  changed  again  to  ) gail  Fancher,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children, 
the  Advocate,  and  then  returned  to  the  Herald , viz.:  Lewis  (who  lives  in  Greenwich,  Conn.), 

as  foreman.  In  1887  he  opened  a bicycle  William,  Harriet,  Le  Grand,  Samuel  (who  died 
business  in  the  Herald  office,  which,  how-  young),  Samuel  (father  of  Herbert)  and  James, 
ever,  he  continued  but  a short  time,  in  April,  all  of  who  are  now  deceased  except  Lewis. 
iS88,  establishing  the  printing  and  bicycle  busi-  Benjamin  Whitney’s  second  wife  was  Millie 
ness  which  he  has  ever  since  carried  on.  He  Mead,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  viz.: 
commenced  in  one  room  over  the  S.  C.  Mcrrison  Eliza  (now  living  in  California),  David  and 
drug  store,  and,  business  increasing,  it  was  not  Charles  (both  deceased),  Polly  (living  in  South 
Jong  before  he  was  obliged  to  seek  larger  quarters,  Norwalk,  Conn.),  Noble  (residing  in  Wilton, 
moving  into  the  Masonic  building.  Not  many  Conn.),  Emily  (residence  unknown).  George 
months  later,  in  1894,  he  removed  to  the  store  (living  in  Bridgeport),  and  Luther  (in  South  Nor- 
at No.  2t2  Main  street,  where  he  did  a prosper-  walk).  The  parents  of  these  children  are  both 
ous  and  steadily  increasing  business  from  the  now  deceased. 

start,  using  every  inch  of  available  space.  Mr.  Samuel  Whitney  was  born  October  15,  1822, 
Parsons  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  in  Wilton,  and  there  he  passed  his  early  life,  at- 
for  he  has  had  no  financial  means  at  his  command  tending  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
to  start  with;  arriving  at  Stamford  as  he  did  with  where  he  obtained  all  his  education.  While  still 
only  twenty-five  cents  in  his  pockets,  and  the  young  he  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  serving 
clothes  he  had  on.  However,  his  trade,  a good  his  apprenticeship  in  New  Jersey,  and  finally 
stock  of  industry  and  business  ability  and  the  settling  in  New  Canaan,  followed  that  business 
hearty  good-will  which  he  has  won  from  his  fel-  there  for  a number  of  years.  In  1846  he  corn- 

low  citizens  and  patrons  in  Stamford,  have  proved  menced  farming  in  the  town  of  New  Canaan, 

sufficient  in  his  case,  and  he  has  attained  a stand-  and,  like  his  father,  carried  on  the  butcher  bust- 
ing of  which  he  maybe  proud.  He  now  has  clear  ness  in  connection,  opening  the  first  market  and 
a fine  residence  on  Strawberry  Hill,  commanding  grocery  store  in  New  Canaan.  He  took  an  active 

a fine  view  of  Long  Island  Sound,  worth  $5,500,  interest  in  local  affairs,  served  as  town  assessor, 

and  $5,000  or  over  invested  in  his  business.  and  was  also  a great  Church  worker,  filling  nu- 
He  now  has  the  largest  bicycle  store  in  Stamford,  j merous  officers  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  he 
it  being  eighty  feet  long,  with  basement  also  was  an  enthusiastic  and  faithful  member.  On 
eighty  feet  long.  October  24.  1841,  Samuel  Whitney  married 

Mr.  Parsons  was  married  in  May,  1S77,  in  Amanda  Elizabeth  Everett,  who  was  born  Oc- 
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tober  20,  1824,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Abi- 
gail Crissey  (Seeley)  Everett,  and  their  family  I 
consisted  of  ten  children,  viz.:  Mary  Jane, 

born  April  5,  1845,  died  February  14,  1877; 
Martha  Ann,  born  July  2,  1847,  died  October 
27,  1857;  Irving  Green,  born  August  16.  1849, 
died  May  9.  1851;  Samuel  Irving,  born  May  5, 
1852.  died  May  24,  1853;  Julia  Minerva,  born 
March  13,  1854,  died  September  g.  1855;  Julia 
Albina,  born  April  16.  1856,  married  H.  Seymour 
Miller,  of  New  Canaan,  now  residing  in  Stam- 
ford, Conn,  (they  have  no  children):  Herbert 
Denslow,  born  March  31,  1859;  Jennie  O.,  born 
May  8,  1863,  died  June  24,  1884  (she  married 
George  H.  Jellifl,  and  left  one  child,  Clifton  W., 
t>orn  May  24,  1884);  Louise  Carroll,  born  Octo- 
ber 9,  1865,  died  December  13,  1866;  Annie 
Louise,  born  February  28,  1868,  married  Will 
H.  Arthur,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  has  one 
child,  Dudley.  The  father  of  this  family  passed 
away  June  13,  1874. 

Richard  Everett,  maternal  great-great-grand- 
father of  Herbert  D.  Whitney,  was  a native  of 
England,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Mew  Canaan.  Fairfield  county.  There  was  born 
his  son  Joseph,  who  was  twice  married,  first  to  a 
Miss  Lockwood,  and  afterward  to  Esther  St. 
John,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children — Easter, 
Joseph,  Abigail,  Polly,  Susan,  Hannah  and 
Thomas.  Joseph  Everett  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation. He  was  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Joseph  Everett,  son  of  Joseph  and  Esther 
Everett,  was  born  May  13,  1791,  in  New  Ca- 
naan, where  he  always  made  his  home,  dying 
February  12,  1843.  He  served  a seven-years’ 
apprenticeship  under  Nehemiah  Benedict,  learn- 
ing the  trade  of  shoemaker,  which  was  his  life 
occupation.  On  May  2,  1813,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Abigail  Crissey  Seeley,  who  was 
born  June  9,  1793.  and  died  July  6,  1877.  This 
worthy  couple  were  devout  members  of  the  New 
Canaan  Congregational  Church.  They  reared  a 
family  of  nine  children,  as  follows:  Delia  Ann, 

born  August  21,  1815.  married  Alanson  Waters, 
of  Stamford,  and  is  now  deceased.  William 
Henry,  born  January  26,  1817,  is  deceased. 
Juliette,  born  January  15,  1819,  married  David 
B.  Mathers.  Harriet  N.,  born  February  22, 
j 82 1 , married  J.  E.  Jones,  and  is  now  deceased. 
Amanda  E.  (Mrs.  Whitney)  was  born  October 
20,  1824.  Mary  J.,  born  August  to,  1826,  and 
died  May  1 1 , 1898,  was  married  June  22,  1868, 
to  Lewis  Lockwood,  who  was  born  February  15, 
1803.  and  died  February  3,  1882;  they  had  no 
children.  Cornelia  S.,  born  August  12,  1828, 
diedMarch29,  1841.  Samuel  O.,  born  July 28, 


1832,  is  a resident  of  New  Canaan.  Joseph W 
born  November  15,  1 834,  died  August  15,  ilj; 

Herbert  D.  Whitney,  whose  name  intro®* 
this  sketch,  was  reared  in  New  Canaan,  sk 
during  his  boyhood  received  the  advantage  si- 
forded  by  the  public  schools  in  the  vicinity.  Ht 
has  been  a lifelong  agriculturist,  and  devotees! 
his  time  to  his  calling,  in  which  he  has  been de- 
cidedly  successful.  On  March  31,  1 887,  ht  was 
married  to  Miss  Anna  Evelyn  Everett,  who w 
born  February  5,  1861,  a daughter  of  Wilhac 
Everett.  Five  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
born  as  follows:  Samuel  Hanlenbeek,  Septem- 

ber 21,  1888;  Irving  Everett,  August  2,  # 
Herbert  Edwin,  November  20,  1890;  E« 
Frances.  November  30,  1891 ; Roger  Seym*. 
February  15,  1896.  Mr.  Whitney  is  a member 
of  the  Odd  Fellows’  Fraternity,  affiliating  *it- 
Wooster  Lodge  No.  57,  of  New  Canaan. 


CvEORGE  RICHARDSON,  whose  death  cc- 
ll  curred  at  his  home  in  Bridgeport  on  Decem- 
ber 1 1,  1898,  and  who  for  thirty  years 
the  efficient  superintendent  of  the  Bridgeport 
Hydraulic  Company,  was  born  March  5, 
in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Mr.  Richardson  was  the  only  son  ol  the  late 
Joseph  Richardson,  of  New  York,  who  wasp 
inent  in  that  city  as  one  of  its  eminently  success- 
ful men,  and  truthfully  the  architect  of  bisow 
fortune  to  an  extent  rarely  achieved  by  those tc 
whom  that  credit  is  accorded.  Born  in  Engl® 
September  7,  1814,  Joseph  Richardson  came  to 
America  at  a very  early  age,  and  at  ten  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a mason  in  Albany,  N.  Y. 
yet  a young  man  he  established  himself  in  b®- 
ness  as  a master  builder,  and  for  upward  of  f 
years  he  was  such  in  the  true  sense  of  the  let®- 
He  was  a promoter  of  many  of  the  changes  th«‘ 
took  place  in  New  York  during  that  period-  1 
1852-53  he  built  the  water  works  at  Bridgeport 
Conn. , which  were  the  third  in  the  United  States 
He  was  ever  ready  to  aid  all  enterprises  pro®5 
ing  advancement.  His  money  helped  the  w* 
trans- Atlantic  steamship,  the  Great  Western 
he  aided  with  his  means  the  laying  of  the  first 
lantic  cable;  also  backed  the  enterprise  oft - 
first  elevated  railroad  in  New  York:  establis 
probably  a third  of  a century  ago,  a line  of  stea^ 
boats  between  New  York  and  Bridgeport, » 


were  under  his  control  up  to  the  time 


of* 


death.  He  built  the  water  works  at  Lara'11 
City,  and  those  at  Houston,  Texas.  Mr.  K® 
ardson  invested  liberally  in  the  Credit  Mo 1 ^ 
which  supplied  the  means  for  building  the  T® 
Pacific  railroad.  He  led  a well  regulated  n 
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/ell  occupied  lile,  and  lor  years  before  his  death, 
/hich  occurred  June  8,  1897,  he  was  vigorous  in 
oind  and  body.  Mr.  Richardson  was  twice  mar- 
ied,  first  to  Miss  Anne  Painter,  of  New  York, 
nd  second  to  a widow.  His  children  were: 
George  and  Della  Grace,  both  born  to  the  first  | 
narriage.  I 

George  Richardson  received  his  education  in  | 
lis  native  city.  At  an  early  age  he  became  con-  I 
rected  with  the  Bridgeport  (Conn.)  Hydraulic 
Company.  In  1869,  although  but  a boy,  he  was 
nade  superintendent  of  the  company,  and  most  , 
satisfactorily  performed  the  duties  of  the  office  | 
from  that  time  until  his  death.  Growing  up  as  | 
he  did  with  the  plant  from  boyhood  with  a 
natural  adoption  for  the  work  he  became  famil- 
iar with  e\erv  detail,  and  possessed  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  works  and  the  city  s system. 
Mr.  Richardson  possessed  executive  ability,  and 
showed  his  great  skill  in  handling  men.  He  was 
an  inventor  of  considerable  ability,  and  h^d 
taken  out  a number  of  patents,  some  of  which 
inventions  are  in  general  use,  and  valuable  I 

Socially.  Mr.  Richardson  stood  high,  having 
won  his  wav  into  great  popular  favor,  and  few 
men  indeed  in  Park  City  were  mote  widely  and 
favorably  known  than  he.  He  was  identified 
with  many  social  and  fraternal  organizations.  He 
was  a member  of  the  old  Eclectic  Club,  the  first 
successful  social  club  in  Bridgeport,  organized  in 
1870.  For  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Sea 
Side  Club;  also  of  the  Algonquin  Club,  and  of  the 
Park  City  Yacht  Club.  He  was  officially  prom- 
inent in  Corinthian  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M. ; Pyramid 
Temple  of  Shrines;  Hamilton  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar;  and  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  He  also  was  identified  witf?  the  Knights 
of  Pythias;  with  Pequonnock  Lodge  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  Stratfield  Encampment.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Bridgeport  Scientific  and  Historical 
Societies.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  serv- 
ing a four-years’  term,  by  appointment  of  the 
Legislature,  as  trustee  of  the  Connecticut  Indus- 
trial School  for  Bovs. 

In  1869  Mr.  Richardson  was  married  to  Miss 
Rose  Harriet,  daughter  of  J.  Frederick  Huge,  of 
Bridgeport,  and  one  of  the  oldest  artists  of  the 
State,  and  the  marriage  has  been  blessed  with 
one  child,  Anne  Shelton,  who  is  descended,  on 
the  maternal  side,  from  one  of  New  England’s 
best  and  oldest  families.  The  family  is  identi- 
fied with  Christ  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  Mr. 
Richardson  was  a member  of  the  vestry.  For 
years  he  had  been  a liberal  supporter  of  the 
Church,  as  he  had  also  been  of  various  benevo- 
lent and  charitable  causes.  Politically,  he  was  a 
Republican. 


FETER  GABLER,  the  prominent  and  well-to- 
_ do  cigar  manufacturer,  is  a native  of  New 
Y'ork  City,  having  been  born  there  December  2, 
1844,  a son  of  John  Peter  and  Barbara  (Bra- 
decker)  Gabler,  the  former  a native  of  Prussia 
and  the  latter  of  Alsace,  then  a Province  of 
France.  The  father  had  learned  the  shoemak- 
er's trade  in  the  old  country,  and  after  coming  to 
America  worked  in  New  York  City  and  Philadel- 
phia. He  died  in  1861,  and  Mrs.  Gabler  makes 
her  home  in  Trumbull  with  one  of  her  sons. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  in  New  York 
City,  and  alter  attending  school  there  began  to 
learn  the  cigar  maker's  trade  at  the  early  age  of 
twelve  years.  On  April  15,  1861,  when  the  Na- 
tion's life  was  endangered  by  Civil  war,  he  en- 
listed in  the  29th  N.  Y.  V.  L,  and  on  June  4 of 
that  year  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service.  He  was  sent  to  the  front,  and  bore  an 
honorable  part  in  the  history  of  his  regiment, 
participating  in  the  battles  of  Cross  Keys,  first 
and  second  battles  of  Bull  Run,  Shiloh  and  An- 
tietam.  At  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
August  29,  1862,  he  was  wounded,  and  on  June 
9,  1863,  he  was  mustered  out  of  service.  From 
that  time  until  the  fall  of  1864  he  worked  at  his 
trade,  but  the  patriotism  that  inspired  his  first 
enlistment  had  not  been  shattered  by  the  Rebel 
shot  and  shell,  and  he  again  enlisted,  this  time 
becoming  a member  of  the  33rd  N.  J.  V.  1.,  and 
with  this  regiment  he  remained  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  After  his  second  enlistment  he  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Nashville.  When  the  last 
drum  had  sounded,  and  white-winged  peace  had 
once  more  spread  her  wings  over  the  land,  Mr. 
Gabler  was  for  a time  foreman  of  a shop  at  Pet- 
ersburg, Va.,  later  returning  to  New  York  City. 
In  May,  1868,  he  came  to  Long  Hill,  Conn., 
where  for  five  years  he  worked  for  Louis  M. 
Wakeley.  He  then  began  the  manufacture  of 
cigars  on  his  own  account,  and  has  so  continued 
ever  since,  catering  especially  to  the  Bridgeport 
and  neighboring  trade,  and  employing  seven  men 
as  a rule. 

At  Long  Hill,  Conn.,  Mr.  Gabler  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Weidner,  daughter 
of  August  Weidner,  and  they  have  nine  children 
as  follows:  W.  A.  Gabler,  who  married  Fannie 
Bogart,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Erma;  Julia, 
wife  of  William  Griffin,  of  Passaic,  N.  J. ; Fred- 
erick Peter,  of  Bridgeport,  who  married  Miss 
Eva  L.  Barton;  Frank;  Maud;  Leo  C. ; Arthur; 
Alice  and  Mabel. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Gabler  is  a member  of  Elias 
Howe,  Jr.,  Post  No.  3,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Bridgeport; 
Steuben  Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F. ; Cerber  Lodge, 
Harugari,  the  American  Mechanics,  Parlor  Rock 
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Council  No.  68,  and  the  Elks;  he  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Concordia  Society.  The  Republican 
party  claims  him  as  one  of  its  stanch  political 
adherents,  and  his  advice  is  often  sought  by 
party  leaders.  In  spite  of  the  attention  he  has 
found  it  necessary  to  give  his  business  in  the 
quarter  of  a century  he  has  been  actively  engaged 
for  himself,  he  has  found  time  to  keep  well 
abreast  with  the  times,  and  to  have  made  a care- 
ful study  of  all  issues  of  local  or  national  im- 
portance. Quiet  in  manner,  he  is  modest  and 
unassuming,  and  has  won  hosts  of  friends.  His 
business  dealings  have  left  him  an  untarnished 
reputation,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  no  man  stands 
higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  who  know' 
him. 


CHARLES  G.  WATERBURY  is  a leading  cit- 
izen of  Darien,  and  is  now  serving  his  third 
term  as  selectman  of  his  town.  As  an  able  and 
successful  business  man  he  has  gained  a high 
standing  in  commercial  circles,  but  his  activity 
in  local  affairs  has  given  him  even  more  in- 
fluence. 

Probably  no  family  in  this  county  is  better 
known  than  his.  the  name  having  been  honora- 
bly connected  with  every  important  movement 
since  the  region  was  settled.  John  Waterbury 
located  in  Stamford  at  an  early  day,  a tract  of 
land  being  recorded  in  1650  as  belonging  to  him 
and  from  him  the  various  branches  of  the  family 
trace  their  descent.  The  late  Charles  Water- 
bury, our  subject’s  father,  was  a lifelong  resident 
of  the  county,  and  for  many  years  was  engaged 
in  cloth  manufacturing,  although  for  a short  time 
in  later  life  he  followed  mercantile  pursuits.  He 
died  in  1879;  his  widow  who  was  Emily  Selleck, 
a member  of  another  well-known  family  of  this 
county,  is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-nine.  They  had  five  children:  Sarah, 
widow  of  Cornelius  Ayres,  died  in  January,  1899; 
Charles  G.,  our  subject;  Betsey  Ann,  widow  of 
Oscar  Seeley,  who  met  a soldier’s  death  during 
the  Civil  war;  Miss  Nancy  S. ; and  Mary,  wife  of 
William  Hanshaw. 

Mr.  Waterbury  was  born  in  New  Canaan, 
this  county,  and  his  educational  opportunities 
were  limited  to  the  district  schools  of  the  lo- 
cality, which  were  by  no  means  equal  to  those  of 
to-day.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  left  school, 
and  for  a time  was  employed  in  his  father’s 
woolen-mill.  Later  he  secured  the  first  Singer 
sewing  machine  that  was  brought  to  New  Canaan, 
and  after  some  practice  he  became  proficient  in 
fitting  and  sewing  seams  in  shoes,  at  which  he 
worked  for  about  twelve  years.  He  then  re- 


moved to  Darien,  where  he  conducted  a livery 
business  for  about  thirty-five  years,  and  since 
giving  up  that  occupation  he  has  carried  on  to 
quite  an  extent  a business  as  a dealer  in  car- 
riages and  harness. 

In  1872  Mr.  Waterbury  married  his  first  wife, 
Miss  Adeline  Waterbury.  daughter  of  Capt. 
Lewis  Waterbury.  She  died  in  February,  1873, 
and  in  j 88 1 he  formed  a second  matrimonial 
union,  this  time  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Combs, 
daughter  of  John  Henry  Combs,  of  Stamford. 
Again  death  invaded  his  home,  his  second  wife 
passing  away  in  1883.  By  the  second  marriage 
he  has  one  daughter.  Miss  Helen  Adeline  Water- 
bury. Mr,  Waterbury  is  a stanch  Republican, 
as  was  his  father  before  him,  the  latter  having 
been  an  Abolitionist  from  the  time  of  the  first 
agitation  of  the  slavery  question.  For  about 
twenty  years  our  subject  served  as  constable  in 
his  town,  and  in  his  present  office  of  selectman 
hje  displays  unusual  faithfulness  and  zeal  for  t e 
public  interest. 


JACOB  B.  RAYMOND,  a highly  respected 
resident  of  South  Norwalk,  has  been  for  some 
time  engaged  in  the  ice  business,  an 
superior  quality  of  the  product  handled  by  him, 

known  as  the  Brookside  Lake  Ice,  has  ro  g 
him  a large  and  profitable  trade. 

Mr.  Raymond  is  of  French  descen 
paternal  side,  and  it  is  supposed  that  is  g 
grandfather,  Stephen  Raymond,  was  bor 
France,  and  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  w® 
America.  Svlvenus  Raymond,  the  gra 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  this  c0“n  tef 
town  of  Norwalk,  and  probably  spen  P ^ 
portion  of  his  life  there  in  farming.  family, 
Sarah  A.  Lockwood  and  reared  a a g jgle 
among  whom  was  our  subject  s fa  e ■ 0j 
Charles  L.  Raymond,  who  a[s0  3 ‘ resident 

Norwalk,  and  who  became  a well-known  s ^ 

of  that  place,  his  attention  being  chieny  S 
agriculture  and  the  real-estate  busi  • an 
ically  he  was  a Democrat,  but  he  1 ;nfluence 

active  part  in  the  work  of  his  par  y>  ,gnuary 

being  exerted  in  a quite  way.  He  was 

30,  1877;  his  widow,  whose  mal  was  bom 
Mary  B.  Fickett,  is  still  living-  George 

in  New  York  City,  where  her  Oursub- 

Fickett,  was  engaged  in  sh«p  buiMit children,  the 
ject  was  the  youngest  of  Hire  Ajvah  V. 
others  being:  Mary  E. , who  lj!  D(j  David  >-• 
Tuthill,  an  oysterman  of  Norwalk,  and  u 

a resident  of  Brooklyn.  , n April  24- 

Mr.  Raymond,  our  subject,  NorWa]k  where 
1853,  at  the  old  homestead  near 
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his  parents  located  soon  after  their  marriage,  and 
his  vouth  was  spent  there  amid  the  wholesome 
surroundings  of  farm  life  His  education  was 
obtained  in  the  local  schools,  and  in  early  man- 
hood he  engaged  in  business  in  Norwalk  as  a 
dealer  in  ice.  coal,  and  similar  commodities.  At 
present  he  devotes  his  attention  to  the  ice  busi- 
ness only.  He  married  Miss  H.  Elizabeth 
Lowndes,  a native  of  New  York  City  and  a 
daughter  of  John  H.  Lowndes,  of  Long  Island. 
Socially,  he  and  his  wife  are  much  esteemed,  and 
he  is  always  ready  to  promote  any  movement 
which  promises  to  benefit  the  community.  In 
politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 


CHARLES  J CONRAD,  foreman  in  the  Der- 
by Silver  Company,  was  born  February  25, 
1853.  in  St.  Clair  county.  111.,  and  is  a son  of 
Joseph  Conrad,  who  was  born  in  the  year  1817, 
and  died  in  August,  1853  Joseph  Conrad  was 
born  in  Acheren.  Baden,  Germany,  and  was  a 
son  of  Gottfried  Conrad.  Joseph  Conrad  was  by 
trade  a confectioner  and  baker,  learning  his  trade 
either  in  Paris  or  London,  and  after  following 
his  trade  for  seven  years  in  London  he  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1846,  settling  eventually  | 
in  St.  Louis,  Me  While  in  this  city  he  conduct- 
ed a confectionery  lor  some  years,  and  then  re- 
moved to  St.  Chur  county.  111.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed fanning  until  his  death,  which  occurred,  as 
above  related,  in  1853.  He  was  married  May 
30,  1846,  to  Anna  Wettstein,  a daughter  of  Cas- 
per Wettstein,  she  having  been  born  in  Switzer- 
land. Their  children  were  as  follows:  Louis, 

Bertha  and  Charles  J.,  the  latter  being  the 
youngest  of  the  family  and  the  only  one  that 
grew  to  adult  ag( . The  mother  of  these  three 
children  died  February  19.  1895,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years  Joseph  Wettstein  was  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Druids,  a bene- 
ficiary organization.  Wherever  he  lived  he  was 
well  and  favorably  known  as  an  honest  and  up- 
right man. 

Charles  J.  Conrad,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
St.  Louis  until  he  was  ten  years  of  age.  and  then 
spent  six  months  in  the  study  of  German.  In 
both  English  and  German  Mr.  Conrad  has  al- 
ways been  a thorough  student,  has  since  his 
youth  been  an  extensive  reader,  is  well  informed 
in  ancient,  modern  and  current  history,  and  lakes 
great  interest  in  all  forms  of  human  activity.  At 
a youthful  age  he  entered  a grocery  store  as 
clerk,  and  followed  this  occupation  three  years, 
when  in  accordance  with  his  mother’s  wishes  he 
learned  the  trade  of  cigar  making,  and  followed 


it  for  four  and  one-half  years;  but  this  trade  not 
being  to  his  taste  he  became  a Britannia  worker 
in  a factory  fiom  Middletown,  Conn.,  which  lo- 
cated in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  After  serving  a regular 
apprenticeship  he  removed  to  Meriden,  Conn., 
in  October.  1873.  and  engaged  with  the  Wilcox 
Silver  Plate  Company,  with  which  company  he 
remained  uptil  October.  1876.  when  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Middletown  Plate  Company, 
with  which  firm  he  remained  until  the  following 
August,  when  he  was  engaged  by  a new  firm  in 
Meriden,  and  with  them  remained  until  Febru- 
ary. 1878,  when  the  firm  sold  out  and  the  plant 
was  removed  to  Shelton.  It  has  since  developed 
into  the  Derby  Silver  Company,  and  Mr.  Conrad 
has  ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  five  months, 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  company.  Since  1880 
he  has  been  foreman  of  the  making-up  depart- 
ment. and  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  employes  of 
the  company,  a Mr.  Berry  having  precedence 
over  him  by  only  one  day.  Mr.  Conrad  has,  by 
his  own  industry  and  capacity,  worked  himself 
to  the  front  rank  among  the  workmen  in  this  par- 
ticular trade,  and  it  is  entirely  correct  to  call 
him  a self-made  man. 

Politically.  Mr.  Conrad  has  always  been  an 
ardent  Republican  and  unusually  active  for  the 
welfare  of  the  party.  He  has  been  a member  of 
the  board  of  burgesses  for  three  terms,  and  was 
elected  warden  in  1896-97-98.  He  is  a member 
of  King  Hiram  Lodge  No-  12,  F.  & A.  M.,  and 
of  Center  Lodge  No.  68,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Meriden. 
He  belongs  to  the  New  England  Order  of  Pro- 
tection, and  also  to  the  Heptasophs,  both  insur- 
ance orders;  to  the  German  order  D.  O.  H.,  and 
also  to  the  Naugatuck  Valley  Manie,  a higher 
order  of  D.  O.  H.  He  has  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Derby  Turner  Society,  and  treasurer 
for  the  past  sixteen  years.  He  has  always  been 
a loyal  citizen  of  Shelton,  and  has  continuously 
given  moral  and  material  encouragement  to  the 
public  good  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Conrad  was  married  in  January,  1875,  to 
Miss  Louisa  Wurfel,  a daughter  of  George  and 
Christina  Wurfel,  of  Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  both  of 
whom  were  originally  from  Baden,  Germany. 
To  this  marriage  there  came  two  children,  viz.: 
Walter  Conrad,  born  in  December,  1875,  and 
Anna  Conrad,  born  in  March,  1877. 


SELAH  G.  BLAKEMAN,  a prosperous  and 
progressive  agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Hunt- 
ington, and  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  highly  respected  families  of  Fairfield  coun- 
ty. is  a native  of  Connecticut,  born  May  23,  1841, 
in  the  town  of  Stratford. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


812 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Gould  Blakeman,  his  father,  and  James 
Blakeman,  his  grandfather,  were  of  the  same 
nativity,  and  they,  too,  were  farmers.  Gould  mar- 
ried Harriet  Birdseye,  who  was  also  born  in 
Stratford,  and  to  them  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows: Anson  H.,  Betsey  C.,  Phoebe  B.,  Myra 

C.,  Fannie  A.,  Carlos  D.,  Harriet  E.,  Frank  E. 
and  Selah  G. 

The  last  named,  who  is  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in  the 
town  of  Stratford,  where  he  attended  the  district 
schools,  later  taking  a course  in  a school  at  Mil- 
ford. On  July  29,  1862,  when  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  old,  and  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  was 
at  its  height,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  17th 
C.  V.  ].,  participated  in  all  the  engagements  and 
marches  with  his  regiment,  and  was  honorably 
discharged,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant,  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  Returning  home  to  the  pur- 
suits of  peace,  he  purchased  his  present  fine  farm 
of  seventy  acres  in  the  town  of  Huntington, 
where  he  has  since  successfully  carried  on  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  also  done  con- 
siderable work  in  the  way  of  constructing  and 
grading  roads  in  various  parts  of  his  town,  and  is 
perhaps  more  engaged  in  that  line  than  in  farming. 

In  1866  Mr.  Blakeman  was  united  in  mar-  : 
riage  with  Miss  Cordelia  A.  Wakelee,  of  the  town  j 
of  Huntington,  a daughter  of  Ebenezer  Wakelee.  1 
No  children  have  been  born  to  this  union.  Po- 
litically, our  subject  is  a stanch  Republican,  and 
his  popularity  has  been  substantially  proved  by 
his  election  to  most  of  the  town  offices.  In 
1880-81  he  represented  his  town  in  the  State 
Legislature,  having  been  elected  to  that  incumb- 
ency in  1879,  and  served  with  acknowledged  abil- 
ity and  zeal.  In  1881  he  was  appointed  deputy 
sheriff,  under  Sheriff  Charles  Crosby,  his  term 
expiring  in  1 884,  and  he  is  now  serving  his  fourth 
year  as  deputy  under  Sheriff  Sidney  E.  Hawley. 
As  a public  official  Mr.  Blakeman  has  amply 
proved  himself  to  be  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place,  his  duties  having  always  been  faithfully 
and  satisfactorily  performed,  and  he  has  won  the 
respect  of  all  classes  and  the  fear  of  the  evil  doer. 

In  society,  post  and  lodge  matters  Mr.  Blake- 
man is  prominent,  active  and  influential,  espe- 
cially in  G.  A.  R.  connections,  as  his  numerous 
badges  testify;  he  has  been  junior,  senior  and  I 
commander  of  the  Department  of  Connecticut; 
in  1886  was  aid-de-camp  on  Commander-in- 
chief  Burdett's  staff;  attended  the  Encampment 
held  in  San  Francisco,  and  in  1887  and  1888  j 
served  as  aid-de-camp  with  rank  of  colonel  on  t 
Governor  P-  C.  Lounsbury’s  staff.  He  is  also  I 
affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , Ousatonic  Lodge  i 
No.  6,  at  Derby,  and  has  filled  most  of  the  offices  ( 


of  the  subordinate  lodge,  has  been  grand  con- 
ductor and  grand  marshal,  and  is  now  grand 
warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State.  In 
matters  of  religion  he  was  reared  in  the  faith  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  which  he  and  his 
wife  attend. 


COLONEL  TRACY  BRONSON  WARREN. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  eminent  in  the 
social  life  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport.  He  pos- 
sesses those  genial  traits  which  find  in  one’s 
fellowmen  something  to  admire  and  esteem,  and 
which  conversely  endear  one  to  those  who  know 
him.  His  occupation  brings  him  in  contact  with 
the  best  class  of  the  traveling  public,  and  his 
popularity  is  almost  a proverb.  His  rare  person- 
ality is  inherited.  Colonel  Warren  is,  in  his  pa- 
ternal ancestry,  of  the  twenty-seventh  generation 
from  a personage  mentioned  below,  and  the  ge- 
nealogy gives  evidence  of  gentleness.  And  graft- 
ed to  a noble  lineage  in  England  is  an  American 
ancestry  that  runs  back  to  the  “Mayflower. 
Both  his  paternal  and  maternal  forefathers  were 
pioneers  on  the  bleak  New  England  shores  in 
the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

Colonel  Warren  was  born  at  Watertown, 
Conn.,  December  20,  1847,  the  son  of  David  H. 
and  Louisa  (Bronson)  Warren.  His  father  was 
a native  of  the  same  town;  his  mother  was  born 
at  Middlebury,  Conn.  He  was  educated  in  the 
Collegiate  and  Commercial  Institute  at  New 
Haven,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1865.  This 
business  training  he  at  once  applied,  entering  as 
he  did  in  the  manufacture  of  carriage  hardware. 
He  was  successfully  engaged  in  manufacturing 
and  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  ten  years.  In 
1 890  Colonel  Warren  became  the  proprietor  0 
the  “Atlantic  Hotel  ” of  Bridgeport,  and  he  still 
is  its  popular  landlord. 

Many  of  the  social  organizations  of  the  city 
possess  his  active  membership.  He  is  a member 
of  Corinthian  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  Hamilton 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Red  Men,  and  of  the  Knights  of 
the  Ancient  Essenic  Order.  He  was  for  two 
years  a member  of  the  staff  of  Gov.  H.  B.  Har* 
rison,  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  He  is  now  com- 
missary of  “The  Old  Guard,”  New  York Cny_ 
For  three  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Second 
Regiment,  National  Guard,  as  lieutenant  of  the 
New  Haven  Grays,  and  for  several  years  he  was 
adjutant  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  Nations 
Guard.  Colonel  Warren  is  also  a member  0 
the  Sea  Side,  Sea  Side  Outing,  Algonquin,  Brook- 
lawn  Country  and  Bridgeport  Yacht  Clubs.  ln 
politics  he  is  a Republican.  For  several  years 
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he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  hav- 
ing been  elected  in  1883  and  in  1884;  he  was 
city  treasurer  of  Bridgeport  in  1885. 

Colonel  Warren  was  married  October  28. 

1 S 7 4,  to  Miss  Clara  A.  Mills,  daughter  of  John 
F.  and  Sarah  (Dudley  ) Mills-.  For  twenty-five 
years  and  until  his  death  John  F.  Mills  was  the 
proprietor  of  the  "Parker  House,"  Boston,  Mass. 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Warren  have  four  children: 
John  M.,  Louise  B.,  Bronson  M.  and  Harvey  T. 
Himself  and  family  are  members  of  St.  John's 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  vestry- 
man during  the  past  twenty  years. 

We  append  herewith  t lie  complete  paternal 
genealogy  of  Colonel  Warren  from  the  Earl  of 
Normandy  and  from  the  daughter  of  William  the 
Conqueror:  (l)  William  de  Warenne.  Earl  of 

Normandy,  who  died  1088,  married  Ciundred, 
youngest  daughter  of  William  the  Conqueror;  (2) 
William  De  Warren,  second  Earl  of  Warren  and 
Surry- Isabel;  (3  Keginal  Warren-Adelia  de 
Mowbray;  (4)  William  Warren- Isabel  de  Hay- 
den; (5)  Sir  John  Warren-Alice  dc  Townsend. 
(6)  John  Warren  Joan  de  Post;  (7)  Sir  Edward 
Warren- Maude  de  Skevton,  1327;  (8)  Sir  Ed- 
ward Warren-Cicely  de  Eaton;  (9)  Sir  John 
Warren- Agues  de  Wynnington;  (10)  Sir  Law- 
rence Warren,  born  t 394.  Margery  Bulkley;  ( 1 1 ) 
John  Warren,  born  1414. -Isabel  Stanley;  (12) 
Sir  Lawrence  Warren- Isabel  Leigh;  (13)  Will- 
iam Warten-Anne  ; (14)  John  Warren, 

died  1 525, -Elizabeth;  (15)  John  Warren 

■;  (16)  Christopher  Warren 


(17)  William  W arren  Anne  Marble;  (18)  Chris- 
topher Warren-Alice  Webb. 

(19)  Richard  Warren  - Elizabeth  Jonette 
Marsh,  came  from  Gieenwich,  England,  on  the 
"Mayflower,"  to  Plymouth,  Mass.,  in  t620. 
Richard  died  at  Plymouth  in  1628,  and  his  widow 
died  in  1673.  Children:  Nathaniel,  Mary, 

Joseph,  Anne.  Sarah.  Elizabeth  and  Abigail;  (20) 
Nathaniel  Warren-Sarah  Walker,  married  No- 
vember, 1645;  Nathaniel  died  in  1667.  his  widow- 
died  in  1700.  Children:  Richard,  Jabez,  Sarah, 
Hope,  Jane,  Elizabeth.  Alice,  Mercy,  Mary,  Na- 
thaniel, John  and  James;  (21)  Richard  Warren- 

; Richard  died  in  Middleboro,  Mass., 

1697.  Children:  John.  Samuel  and  James;  (22) 
John  Warren-(t)  Naomi  Read,  (2)  Anne  Read; 
John  died  in  Middleboro,  Mass.,  1768.  Chil- 
dren: Janies,  Nathaniel,  Nehemiah,  John,  Na- 
omi and  Anne;  (23)  lames  Warren  and  Abigail 
Thomas,  of  Woodbridge.  Conn.,  married  in  July, 
1744-  They  lived  in  New  Haven  and  Wood- 
bridge,  Conn.  Abigail  died  in  Watertown,  Conn., 
September  13,  tSoo.  Children:  Jason,  born 
February  20,  1744;  Sarah,  born  February  j, 


1746.  married  a Mr.  Tuttle,  Catskill,  N.  Y. ; 
Rachel,  born  July  4.  1749.  married  John  Russell; 
Abigail,  born  June  3,  1752.  married  James 
Pritchard;  Nathaniel,  born  January  15,  1755. 
married  Susannah  Johnson  and  Mary  Wedge; 
Jemima,  born  October  15,  1758,  married  a Mr. 
Hosford,  Putney,  Vt;  Edward,  born  Septem- 
ber IS,  1761,  married  Mary  Steele;  Richard- 
son. (24)  Edward  Warren-Mary  Steele;  Ed- 
ward was  born  September  t8.  1761.  Served  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  was  drowned  in  Nauga- 
tuck river  December  10.  1814.  Mary  Steele 
died  in  Watertown,  February  26,  1849,  aged 
eighty- five  years.  Children:  Isaac;  Mary  died 

Match  20,  1863.  aged  seventy-eight,  married 
Parmelee  Richards,  who  died  December  6,  i860, 
aged  eighty  years;  Lewis  married  Susan  Judd 
Lyman  died  March  4,  i860,  aged  seventy,  mar 
ried  Abigail  J.  Allen,  who  died  September^ 
18S5,  aged  eighty-six  years,  nine  months;  She! 
don  died  November  21,  1825,  aged  thirty-two 
married  Clarenda  Welton,  who  died  October  17 

1 82 1 , aged  twenty-four,  and  Ann  Mead,  who 
died  November  13,  1883,  aged  eightv-eight  years 
Alanson.  born  May  16,  1793,  died  October  20 
1858,  aged  sixty-five  years;  he  married  Sarah 
M.  Hickox,  who  died  April  20,  J866,  aged  sixty 
seven.  Truman  never  married,  died  January  10 

1822,  aged  twenty-two;  buried  in  Darien,  Georgia 
(25)  Alanson  Warren-Sarah  M.  Hickox;  Alan 
son  was  born  May  16,  1793.  died  October  20 
1858,  aged  sixty-five  years;  Sarah  died  April 
20.  1866.  Children:  Belinda  M.,  Truman  A 
David  Hard,  Sarah,  Charles  A..  Henry,  Mary 
and  Alanson.  (26)  David  Hard  Warren-Louisa 
Bronson,  married  in  1846.  David  H.  died  in 
1858,  Louisa,  his  widow,  is  still  living.  Chil- 
dren : Tracy  Bronson,  born  December  20,  1847, 
married  October  28,  1874;  Sarah  Cornelia  died 
in  childhood:  and  Jennie  Bronson. 

(27)  Tracy  Bronson  Warren  and  Clara  A. 
Mills;  Tracv  B.  was  born  December  20,  1847, 
married  October  28,  1874.  Children:  John 
Mills,  Louise  Bronson.  Tracy  Russia,  Jennie 
Mills,  Bronson  Mills.  Harvey  Tracy  and  Mildred. 

The  ancestry  of  Colonel  Warren's  mother, 
from  1636,  is  as  follows:  (t)  John  Bronson,  lived 
in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1636.  It  is  supposed  he 
came  over  with  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker  when  he  came 
in  1636.  After  the  purchase  of  Farmington  by 
the  Hartford  Colony,  he  removed  there.  Chil- 
dren: Jacob  Bronson,  born  January,  1641,  John, 

born  1644,  Isaac,  born  November,  1645,  Mary, 
Abraham,  Dorcas,  and  Sarah.  (2)  Sergeant 
Isaac  Bronson's  children:  Isaac,  born  1670,  died 
June  13,  1757.  aged  eighty-seven  years,  John, 
born  1673,  Samuel,  born  1676,  Mercy,  born 
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1680,  Joseph,  born  1682,  Thomas,  born  1686, 
Ebenezer,  born  1688,  Sarah,  born  1690,  Mercy, 
born  1694.  (3)  Isaac  Bronson  was  born  1670, 

died  June  13,  1757,  aged  eighty-seven  years. 
Children:  Jerusha,  born  November  8,  1703, 

Isaac,  born  March  27,  1707,  the  first  white  male 
child  born  in  Middlebury,  Conn.,  at  that  time  the 
western  part  of  Waterbury,  Anna,  born  August 
23,  1709,  Josiah,  born  June,  1713,  Mary  born 
May  29,  1716,  Nathan,  born  May,  171 7,  died  in 
1722,  James,  born  October  27,  172J,  died  1725, 
Patience,  born  April  14,  1725,  James,  October 
22,  1727.  (4)  James  Bronson,  born  October  22, 

1727,  married  Sarah  Brocket,  of  Wallingford, 
Conn.  Children:  Roswell,  born  September  9, 

1751;  Sarah,  born  June  5,  1754;  Levi,  born  June 
12,  1757;  Asahel.  born  November  28,  1759; 
Thankful,  born  March,  1762;  Jesse,  born  July  1, 
1763.  (5)  Asahel  Bronson  and  Esther  Upson; 

Asahel  was  born  November  28,  1759,  married 
February  12,  1784,  died  April  22,  1850.  Esther 
Upson  was  the  daughter  of  Deacon  Stephen  Up- 
son, of  Waterbury.  Conn.  Children:  Sally, 

born  December  1,  1784,  married  Daniel  Tvler; 
William,  born  May  27,  1787,  married  Almira  Ty- 
ler; James;  Tracy;  Amy  and  Almy  (twins);  Amy 
died  young,  and  Almy  married  Lyman  Camp; 
Asahel  and  Esther  (twins);  Asahel  died  young, 
and  Esther  died  in  1826.  (6)  William  Bronson 

and  Almira  Tyler:  William  was  born  May  27, 
1787,  died  September,  1856.  Almira  Tyler  was 
the  daughter  of  Roswell  Tyler.  Children:  Aman- 
da M.  married  William  Townsend:  Tracy  J. 

married  Sarah  Warren;  Jane  married  John  H. 
Woodruff;  Marcia  married  Lucius  Thompson; 
Louisa,  born  August  15,  1828,  married  David 
Hard  Warren. 

Clara  A.  Mills,  wife  of  Tracy  B.  Warren,  was 
born  in  Boston,  Mass.  On  her  father's  side  she 
is  descended  from  good  old  Revolutionary  an- 
cestry. John  Mills,  persecuted  in  his  native 
Scotland  on  account  of  his  Protestant  faith,  emi- 
grated early  in  life  to  this  country.  He  enlisted 
April  15,  1758.  in  Capt.  Alexander  Todd's  com- 
pany, under  Col.  John  Hart,  and  performed  duty 
on  the  Western  frontier.  He  was  discharged 
October  30,  1758.  and  re-enlisted  April  7,  1760, 
again  under  Captain  Todd  in  the  regiment  of 
Colonel  Gofie.  from  Amherst.  He  remained  in 
service  until  1781,  being  promoted  through  the 
various  grades  to  that  of  captain.  He  married 
Hezekiah  Lyon,  who  died  in  Windham,  Vt.,  in 
1824;  he  died  in  the  same  town  in  1812. 

Ebenezer,  son  of  Captain  John  and  Hezekiah 
(?)  Mills,  married  Hannah  W.  Upton,  of  Am- 
herst. He  enlisted  in  1812,  and  died  in  the  arm)’ 
at  Burlington,  Vt.,  in  1814. 


Ebenezer,  Jr.,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Hannah 
W.  Mills,  was  born  in  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  H.,  Au- 
gust 4,  1792;  married  Louisa  Holden,  of  Brook- 
line, N.  H.,  1816.  Miss  Holden  was  born  Au- 
gust 2,  1792,  and  died  in  Grafton,  Vt.,  June  27, 
1829.  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  died  March  1,  186;. 
Ebenezer,  Sr.,  and  Ebenezer.  Jr.,  enlisted  to- 
gether at  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.,  in  1812. 

John  Franklin  Mills,  son  of  Ebenezer,  Jr., 
was  born  June  27,  1822,  in  Grafton,  Vt.  He 
married,  May  19,  1849,  Sarah  Rumrill  Dudly, 
who  was  born  in  Roxbury,  Mass,  June  4,  1824. 
He  died  April  9.  1876,  his  wife  February  25, 
1867.  Sarah  Rumrill  Dudly  was  a lineal  de- 
scendant of  Thomas  Dudly,  the  Colonial  Gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts. 

Mrs.  Clara  A.  (Mills)  Warren  is  the  third 
child  of  John  Franklin  and  Sarah  (Rumrill)  Mills, 
and  has  since  her  marriage  resided  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn. , where  she  has  always  been  very  active 
socially.  She  is  at  present  regent  of  Mary  Silli- 
man  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. ; manager  of  the  Bridge- 
port Orphan  Asylum,  Bridgeport  Hospital,  and 
numerous  charitable  organizations. 


CAPTAIN  JAMES  A.  MORRELL,  chief  officer 
_ 1 of  the  handsome  and  commodious  passenger 
and  freight  boat,  the  “ Shady  Side,"  of  Stam- 
ford, Conn.,  is  a native  of  the  State,  having 
been  born  September  17,  1853,  at  Greenwich, 
Fairfield  county. 

The  Captain  comes  of  an  old  Greenwich  fam- 
ily, his  father  Silas  B.  having  been  born  there, 
a son  of  Benjamin  Morrell,  who  for  a long  time 
was  a resident  of  that  city.  Silas  B.  Morrell 
was  a miller  bv  trade  during  the  greater  portion 
of  his  life.  He  married  Miss  Ann  Eliza  Reynolds, 
and  had  a family  of  seven  children,  namely: 
George  (of  Stamford).  Edward  (deceased),  Sam- 
uel (captain  of  the  “George  Starr,"  and  residing 
in  New  York),  Lavinia,  James  A.,  Carrie  and 
Hattie.  The  father  of  this  family  died  October 
23,  1884,  the  mother  on  February  21,  1894- 
Our  subject  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  place,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years 
commenced  a sea-faring  life  as  cook  on  board  a 
coasting  vessel  running  from  Stamford,  Conn 
He  has  been  employed  as  pilot  and  captain  on 
the  “ Starin  ” line  of  steamers,  and  on  the  New 
York  Harbor  Tow  Co.'s  boats.  In  the  spring  of 
1886  he  went  on  the  “Shady  Side,”  plying  be- 
tween Stamford,  Conn.,  and  New  York,  and 
acts  as  pilot  part  of  the  time  and  as  captain  part 
of  the  time.  The  “Shady  Side”  is  one  of  the 
handsomest  passenger  boats  on  Long  Island 
Sound,  has  complete  and  comfortable  accommo- 
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(lotions  lor  passengers  and  ample  capacity  for  . 
freight — being  in  all  respects  well-equipped  for  i 
the  requirements  of  the  good  people  of  Stamford.  ( 
In  New  York  City  Capt.  James  A.  Morrell  | 
married  Miss  M.  Anna  Stottlar,  of  Stamford, 
daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Stottlar.  So-  i 
cialiy,  he  is  a member  of  Leeds  Council,  Order  of  , 
United  American  Mechanics.  The  Captain  is  of  i 
a genial,  whole-souled  disposition,  and  equally  as  j 
popular  on  shore  as  on  his  boat.  j 

WILLIAM  LO KENZO  DURANT.  One  of  I 
tiic  most  popular  hostelries  of  this  region  | 
is  tiie  "Lake  House."  at  Lake  Kanosia,  near 
Danbury,  and  us  genial  owner  and  manager,  the 
subject  of  this  biography,  is  an  ideal  host.  As 
Mr.  D urant  is  a self-made  man.  his  past  life  | 
a fiords  some  sharp  contrasts  with  the  present,  and 
the  story  of  his  successful  efforts  to  overcome 
his  early  disadvantages  will  give  a warmer  tinge 
to  the  esteem  of  his  wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 

On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  French  descent, 
his  grandfather.  William  Durant,  having  crossed 
the  ocean  with  a brother.  Thomas.  The  latter 
settled  in  New  Jersey.  William  Durant  making  | 
his  home  in  Massachusetts.  His  son.  William  I 
Durant,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  and  for  many  years  owned  and 
operated  a large  paper-mill  at  Newton  Lower 
Falls  He  was  also  in  business  for  some  time  in  j 
Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1856. 
His  wile.  Elizabeth  (Gibsoni,  was  a native  of 
Newton  Lower  Falls.  They  had  four  children: 
George  T iiomas,  Elizabeth  Jane.  William  L. 
and  Frederick.  , 

Mr.  Durant,  our  subject,  was  born  October 
25.  l8ti,  at  the  old  home  in  Newton  Lower 
Falls.  "here  his  education  was  begun  in  t He  | 
common  schools.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was 
compelled  to  turn  his  attention  to  a bread-win-  | 
ning  occupation,  and  five  years  were  spent  in  1 
the  employ  of  Daniel  Buck,  a paper  manufacturer 
at  Windsor,  Conn.  His  active  mind  reiused  to  1 
be  content  with  the  limited  educational  opportu- 
nities that  late  had  vouchsafed,  and  during  all 
these  wars  of  hard  work  he  spent  his  evenings  in  j 
study,  thus  securing  a goodly  store  of  knowledge  t 
and  inva;uabie  mental  discipline.  His  next  em- 
ployment was  in  a paper-mill  at  Westville.  Conn.,  j 
"here  he  remained  two  years,  and  then  be  went  1 
to  New  Haven,  and  for  the  same  length  of  lime  , 
"as  engaged  in  contract  work  in  a rubber  shop.  . 
Receiving  an  appointment  on  the  New  Haven  , 
police  lorce.  he  entered  that  service,  but  as  it 
"as  not  congenial  he  retired  at  the  end  of  a year 
and  went  to  Palmer,  Mass.,  where  he  conducted 


a livery  stable  for  a year.  Having  disposed  of 
this,  he  returned  to  New  Haven  and  continued  in 
the  same  business  about  eight  years,  and  then 
sold  out  in  order  to  take  charge  of  his  present 
hotel,  which  he  leased  lor  a year.  From  that 
time  to  this  he  has  been  more  or  less  closely  con- 
nected with  the  hotel  business,  and  after  manag- 
ing two  other  houses  on  leases,  one  at  Mill  Plain 
for  four  years  and  ten  months,  and  the  •*  Bassett 
House,"  at  Birmingham,  Conn.,  for  three  years 
and  two  months,  he  purchased  the  ••  Lake 
House,”  where  his  first  experience  in  the  busi- 
ness had  proven  so  auspicious.  For  three  years 
he  conducted  the  hotel  himself,  and  then  leased 
it  to  different  parties,  George  Ferry  keeping  it 
for  five  years,  John  K.  Clark  for  four  years,  and 
others  for  shorter  periods  amounting  to  about 
four  years.  On  December  1,  1896,  Mr.  Durant 
again  took  possession,  and  he  is  now  actively 
superintending  it.  his  residence  being  situated 
near  the  hotel. 

Mr.  Durant  married  Miss  Frances  Lucy  Hol- 
laday.  daughter  of  Roland  and  Annie  Holladay,  of 
Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Durant 
are  members  of  the  Universalist  Church,  and 
both  are  identified  with  Rebekah  Lodge  No.  16.  of 
Danbury,  Mr.  Durant  being  an  active  worker  in 
the  1.  O.  O.  F.  He  also  belongs  to  the  B.  P. 
O.  E.  Of  their  two  sons,  the  elder.  Edward 
Eugene,  born  in  1866,  married  Miss  Elia  Sackett, 
of  New  Haven,  and  now  resides  on  Whitney  ave- 
nue in  that  city.  Frederick  B.  married  Miss 
Bertha  Connors,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and 
also  resides  in  New  Haven.  Neither  of  the  sons 
has  had  any  children. 

On  questions  of  national  policy  Mr.  Durant 
supports  the  Democratic  party,  but  in  local  af- 
fairs he  votes  independently.  He  has  served  on 
the  Democratic  town  committee,  and  held  va- 
rious offices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  but  in  ail 
his  public  career  he  has  never  made  an  error  in 
an  account.  In  1 873-74  he  was  a member  of  the 
school  committee  of  the  town  of  Danbury,  and 
during  his  term  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace.  On  retiring  from  that  office  at  the  end 
of  a year  he  served  a year  as  constable  of  the 
town.  For  two  years  and  a half  (from  1883  to 
l 886)  he  was  a deputy  sheriff  of  Fairfield  count  v, 
and  later  he  held  office  as  collector  for  the  town 
for  a year,  and  then  as  collector  for  the  borough 
of  Danbury  for  a like  term.  In  1886  he  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  the  Towm  farm,  but 
after  holding  the  position  four  years  he  resigned, 
and  has  since  kept  free  from  the  cares  of  public 
life. 

A genial  disposition  and  temperate  habits 
tend  to  health  of  body  and  mind,  and  Mr.  Du- 
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rant,  despite  his  years  of  hard  work,  is  "as  sound 
as  a dollar.”  He  is  six  feet  tall  and  weighs  238 
pounds  at  present,  though  he  has  "tipped  the 
scales”  at  265  pounds.  He  has  never  tasted  a 
drop  of  intoxicating  liquor  in  his  life,  nor  chewed 
tobacco,  but  he  does  confess  to  a fondness  for 
his  pipe.  [Since  the  above  was  written  we  regret 
to  be  informed  that  Mr.  Durant  was,  in  January, 
1897,  stricken  with  paralysis,  and  has  been  in 
poor  health  since  that  time. — Editor.] 


PETER  LORILLARD  RONALDS.  Nature 
has  wrought  so  generously  in  this  favored 
region,  that  the  most  artistic  taste  is  satisfied 
with  the  charming  views  of  hill,  valley  and  spark- 
ling waters,  displayed  on  every  hand,  and  it  is 
significant  that  the  beauty  of  the  landscape  is 
best  appreciated  by  those  who  have  traveled 
farthest,  and  are  thus  enabled  to  compare  this 
with  other  localities  famous  for  picturesque 
scenery. 

One  of  the  most  highly  prized  treasures  of 
Mr.  Ronalds  is  a copy  of  the  family  genealogy, 
procured  from  the  family  register  in  the  Lyon 
office,  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  It  contains  an 
epitome  of  the  history  of  his  family,  from  Ronald, 
Earl  of  Marca,  who  was  created  Earl  of  Zetland 
and  sovereign  of  the  Orkney  Islands,  by  Harold 
Harfragh,  King  of  Norway,  A.  D.  875.  Earl 
Ronald  was  for  a time  deprived  of  his  sovereignty, 
which  was  conferred  upon  his  brother  Sigwid; 
but  he  was  restored  in  915.  Not  many  families 
can  trace  their  lineage  back  in  an  unbroken  line 
for  over  one  thousand  years,  with  the  conscious- 
ness that  royal  blood  flows  in  their  veins.  The 
trunk  of  Mr.  Ronalds’  ancestral  tree  descends 
through  Earls  Einar,  Sigard,  2,  to  Erland,  cous- 
in of  William  of  Normandy,  who  conquered 
England,  and  was  a great-grandson  of  Earl  Ron- 
ald. Earl  Magnus  VI  was  the  last  male  of  the 
Norwegian  Earls  of  Orkney  and  Shetland.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Margaret,  Countess  of  Orkney 
and  Shetland,  who  married  Malise,  Earl  of 
Stratherne.  John,  Earl  of  Orkney  and  Caith- 
ness.  sixth  in  descent  from  Margaret,  sur- 
rendered the  islands  to  the  King  of  Scot- 
land, throwing  off  allegiance  to  the  King  of 
Norway.  Allied  to  this  ancient  family  are  the 
royal  families  of  England,  France,  Spain  and 
Prussia.  Earl  John,  the  fourth  from  Margaret 
by  another  branch,  finding  his  title  to  the  sov- 
ereignty disputed,  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
Norwegians.  In  honor  of  his  illustrious  ances- 
tor. Earl  Ronald,  he  took  the  latter's  name,  and 
it  has  since  been  borne  by  his  descendants  as  a 
surname.  He  married  the  granddaughter  of 


King  Robert  Bruce,  2,  in  1409.  His  son,  Earl 
John,  was  counselor  of  state  to  King  James  V. 
Sir  Patrick  Ronald,  born  in  1540,  was  one  ol 
those  who  assisted  in  the  impeachment  and  im- 
prisonment of  Queen  Mary.  His  son,  Patrick, 
dropped  the  " Sir,”  and  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Sir  Robert  Stuart.  Patrick’s  son  John  fought 
with  the  King  againt  Oliver  Cromwell,  escaped 
to  France,  and  returned  to  Scotland  after  the 
Restoration  in  1659.  His  grandson,  Lieut. -Gen. 
Sir  John  Ronalds,  K.  B.,  first  added  the  final 
"s”  to  his  surname.  He  was  a distinguished 
soldier  in  the  British  army,  and  died  at  Calcutta. 
A brother,  James,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1752;  he  emigrated  to  America  and 
married  Margaret  Ritchie,  also  a native  of  Scot- 
land. He  had  seven  children,  of  whom  the 
fourth,  Thomas  A.,  will  be.  spoken  of  farther  on. 
The  entire  genealogy  shows  that  members  of  the 
Ronalds  family  were  prominent  and  worthy  in 
the  land  of  their  birth,  and  were  true  Highland- 
ers. The  records  of  the  twenty-eight  genera- 
tions have  been  well  kept,  and  are  looked  upon 
with  pride. 

Thomas  Alexander  Ronalds,  father  of  PeterL. 
Ronalds,  was  born  in  April,  1788,  and  died  in 
1835.  He  was  a successful  merchant  in  New 
York,  being  engaged  in  the  wholesale  stationery 
business,  and  was  highly  respected  among  his 
associates  as  a man  of  ability  and  charater.  His 
wife,  Maria  Dorothea  Ann  Lorillard,  who  died 
May  20,  1847,  was  a daughter  of  Pierre  A 
Lorillard,  the  famous  tobacco  manufacturer  of 
New  York  City.  This  remarkable  man  began 
his  career  with  limited  capital,  opening  a small 
shop  in  Chatham  street,  New  York,  and  by 
patient,  persevering  effort  he  increased  his  busi- 
ness until  it  became  the  largest  in  that  line  in  the 
country.  As  it  outgrew  the  resources  of  his  first 
establishment  he  removed  to  a larger  factory  in 
Wooster  street,  which  afterward  was  transferred 
to  Jersey  City.  He  was  never  prominent  politic- 
ally, his  business  interests  requiring  his  attention 
to  the  exclusion  of  public  matters;  but  he  held 
an  influential  position  in  the  community.  At 
his  death  his  business  descended  to  his  only  son, 
Peter,  while  his  large  estate  was  divided  among 
•all  of  his  surviving  children,  another  having  died 
in  childhood  Our  subject’s  mother  was  the 
eldest  of  the  four  daughters,  the  others  being 
Elenore  (Mrs.  Spencer),  Dora  Ann  (Mrs.  John 
David  Wolfe),  and  Catherine  (who  married  the 
husband  of  her  deceased  sister  Elenore). 

Thomas  A.  Ronalds  and  his  wife  had  the 
following  children;  Mary,  Margaret,  and  Dorothea 
Ann,  none  of  whom  married;  Catherine,  wife  0 
J.  Addison  Thomas,  a graduate  of  West  Point- 
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Elenora,  who  married  Frederick  A r™n- 
brother  of  Hon.  Roscoe  r™u’  ' , , k 'ng'  a 

Thomas  Alexander  married  Adeline  p eSe’ 
daughter  nf  rw<  4 ° Adeline  Freeman, 

N.  f • r D F,l;eeman.  of  Woodbridge 
Withaus.  COree  on  iard  marn'ed  Miss  Pauline 

particularly  ^ Wh°m  this  sketch  more 

particularly  relates,  is  a native  of  New  York 

N03  \ Cliff  ft  6611  b°irn  SePtember  19,  1826,  at 

Sion  Af  I?:  i ^ reCeived  an  -client  edu 

R.ve,  Westcheste  eCong  K y'  T™  L™*  a‘ 

When  ah  g Institute,  at  Tarrytown,  N.  Y 

Schuyler  Skaats  en!ered  the  employ  of 

months;  but  the  A 1 ,Wb°m  he  sPent  ‘wo 
about  this  time  heT^A^'5  mother  occurring 
‘ravel,  and  mucJ  -t0  gratify  bis  ]ove  of 

spent  in  thic  ° ,bls.  ‘‘me  has  since  been 

from  the  countrv^a  Wh,Ie  bis  ,on£  absences 
ing  any  ac 2 'n  ' Pr,evented  him  from  tak- 
his  intent  n m h.  POl'tlCS*  be  has  never  Jost 
has  been  at  h^h  questl0ns'  and  whenever  he 

own  Judgment  tr  tehhah  V0,ed  aCCOrdinS  to  his 

Party.  He  ic  * ^.e  be.st  man*  irrespective  of 

is  liberal  and  h xc®p!10"ally  well  informed,  and 
1“  reiSon  ?h.  ,ad  n bjS  ideas  on  aI1  objects, 
identified  with  fam,I-v  was  originally 

Ronalds  is  a Rath  V.Uth.eran  Church-  hut  Mr. 
dulges  in  a broaA0”  aS‘  Miet’  and  aS  he  in' 
every  effort  d and  generous  sympathy  with 
«ual  deveT0Dlf!?\tOWard  SpiritUaI  and  mtellec- 

malicetowaidnone^  hah  ''Cfanty  f°r  a11  and 
who  mav  Aiff  °"6  bls  relat,oos  with  those 
He  isthelf  ff  V"  ‘bought  on  these  subjects, 
relation  of  £SiSt°Ckh0)der  in  the  Driving  As- 
association  an.  1^,own'  and  ‘he  grounds  of  the 
On  Nn  areuknown  a?  ‘•Ronald  Park.” 
ried  Mifs M ber  ‘6'‘  l859'  Mr  Ronalds  mar- 

Joseph  B Carter  ^"n^L  Carter'  daughter  of 
‘on.  Ma«  p ' well-known  resident  of  Bos- 
uni°n;  F our  £.hildren  were  born  of  this 
tied  Thomac  T 0I,e.nce'  born  in  l86°-  mar- 

resides  in  Belfast  R,ltcbie  (now  deceased),  and 
born  in  Part  p’  ,rdand'  <2>  Pierre  Lorillard, 

Miss  Bertha  'r  rance'  April  to,  1862,  married 
*ba  Constance  Perry,  and  resides  in 
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SW,8Y6°t  Ciiy-  (3)  Re«ina]d-  horn  December 
i.ged  in  basiness  >■  whole,.],  dole"  in 

8or"d0(‘g 
»'..Te  tnNrs;«s„d' 

muchnCanACOntinent-  Although  he  has  traveled 

ing  pknsnfoJPJtyearSt  in  Prcparing  and  perfect 
mg  pians  lor  the  erection  of  the  Castle— 

cient  Ro?ald0fbe  T endurin&  memorial  of  thetn- 

he  haS  v,std  f miIyA~Mr‘  Ronalds  in  aJ]  ‘he  lands 
e nas  visited  found  no  site  so  well  suited  tn  h;= 

Kff&T  i°nntVehat  PleaS6S  him  S°  WdJ’  « ^ 

Newtown  ’ ThI' »,"•{?  V'C'n!ty  of  tbe  v,ilage  of 
ivewtown.  The  building,  which  for  marvelous 

attTmnt  a"tT  ln  taCh  and  6Very  de,aiI  baffles  any 
at  empt  at  an  exhaustive  description  in  a work  o^ 

I I t n,a‘“re-  mayyuthfully  be  said  to  be  the  re 
It  of  Mr.  Ronalds’  personal  study  and  observa 
I tion  of  foreign  buildings,  added  to  and  perfected 

p'  b,  many  un,clue  “feas  of  his  own.  P Ronald 
Castle  is  a two-story  edifice,  with  a flower  con- 

s^ne  Th”  tC>P’  and,  iS  bui,‘  °f  Roxbury  gray 
stone.  The  principal  building  is  no  feet  long 

by  i feet  Wlde.  while  to  its  highest  point  if 
reaches  55  feet.  i„  its  design  nQ  arch  ” 

® jb°°  baS  been  followed;  its  battlemented  walls 
give  it  a baronial  aspect,  yet  it  has  neither  tower 
nor  turret;  it  is  antiquated  here  and  modern 
there,  and  while  its  arches  are  suggestive  of  the 
Italian  style  of  architecture,  it  is  French  in  one 

wither  t ar?d  dlSt,nCt  y American  in  another— 
aW  hal‘-Iy  cosmopolitan  in  general  respects, 
and  yet  the  combination  does  not  fail  to  harmon- 

fnd  MltSpnterI1A°r,S  uW°rthy  °f  its  surr°undings, 
and  Mr.  Ronalds,  who  is  noted  for  his  cultured 

taste,  has  added  to  the  skill  of  the  decorator  his 
emarkable  collection  of  curios,  paintings  and 
antique  articles,  including  some  rare  specimens 
of  ancient  armory.  r 

Mr.  Ronalds  has  been  an  extensive  traveler 
having  crossed  the  Atlantic  forty-six  times,  while 
he  has  also  visited  many  points  of  interest  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere,  including  Cuba.  Outside 
of  Russia  (and  yet  he  has  been  within  eight  miles 
of  the  Czar  s territory),  he  has  wandered  about 
every  country  in  the  Old  World.  He  can  show 
a land  yacht  in  which  he  traveled  about  in  for- 
eign countries,  while  in  his  collection  of  carriages 
is  a waggonette  that  formerly  belonged  to  the 
son  of  the  late  Duke  of  Wellington  (the  “Iron 
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Duke”),  in  which  Mr,  Ronalds  drove,  four-in- 
hand,  from  the  Mediterranean  to  Antwerp,  and 
later  on  through  part  of  England.  At  one  time 
he  made  a pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  land,  stopping 
at  Jerusalem  and  other  places  mentioned  in  Sa- 
cred History,  and  has  visited  the  continent  of 
Africa  four  times.  At  different  periods  he  has 
resided  in  England,  Germany,  France  and  Italy, 
maintaining  an  establishment  in  each  of  these 
countries,  with  a corps  of  attendants  and  all  the 
appointments  of  a luxurious  home.  At  present 
he  has  a residence  at  Monte  Carlo,  his  servants 
being  retained,  and  his  stables,  horses  and  vehi- 
cles kept  ready,  against  his  return  at  any  time. 
Mr.  Ronalds  has  been  fortunate,  or  “lucky.”  in 
all  his  travels,  never  having  met  with  an  accident 
on  any  of  his  trips.  Once,  to  be  sure,  while  near 
Cherbourg,  the  steamer  he  was  a passenger  on 
was  run  into;  and  another  time,  while  he  was 
traveling  by  train,  the  piston  rod  of  the  locomo- 
tive was  broken,  but  no  injury  ever  befel  him. 
He  speaks  half  a dozen  languages,  and  is  very 
affable  and  entertaining,  while  the  many  visitors 
to  Castle  Ronald  are  courteously  received,  not  a 
few  being  right  royally  entertained  by  the  gen- 
tlemanly and  hospitable  host. 


EDWARD  BERGIN,  section  foreman  on  the 

New  York.  New  Haven  & Hartford  railroad, 

is  one  of  the  respected  residents  of  Fairfield.  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  has  made  his  home  fora 
number  of  years.  He  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born 
August  5,  1842.  in  County  Kilkenny,  where  his 
parents,  Edmund  and  Mary  (Haley)  Bergin,  were 
farming  people  in  comfortable  circumstances. 
They  passed  their  entire  lives  in  Ireland.  The 
family  consisted  of  seven  children — six  sons  and 
one  daughter— of  whom  four  came  to  the  United 
States:  James,  Daniel.  Kavran  and  Edward. 

James  is  deceased;  Daniel  resides  in  New  York 
City;  Kavran  makes  his  home  in  Boston. 

Edward  Bergin  attended, the  public  schools  in 
his  boyhood,  receiving  more  than  the  ordinary 
advantages  for  education  in  that  day,  and  he 
lived  at  home  with  his  parents  until  coming  to 
this  country.  His  older  brother,  Daniel,  had 
been  to  the  United  States  and  returned  to  Ire- 
land, and,  when  he  came  to  this  country  again, 
Edward  accompanied  him,  taking  passage  on  the 
steamer  “ Citvof  Manchester, "from  Queenstown, 
in  the  latter  pirt  of  April,  i860,  and  landing  in 
New  York  City  alter  a fourteen-days’  voyage. 
He  commeneed  work  almort  immediately  as  a 
laborer  on  the  Camden  & Amboy  railway,  on 
which  he  was  employed  for  six  years,  subsequent- 
ly working  on  the  New  York  Central  and  later 


on  the  Dutchess  & Columbia  railways;  it  was  on 
the  last  named  road  that  he  first  acted  as  fore- 
man, and  he  remained  on  that  line  for  ten  years. 
In  1882  Mr.  Bergin  went  to  work  for  the  New 
England  Railway  Company,  and  afterward  for 
the  New  York,  Susquehanna  & Western  road,  in 
whose  employ  he  continued  until,  in  August, 
1884,  he  came  to  Fairfield  to  take  charge  of  Sec- 
tion 18  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hart- 
ford railroad  as  foreman,  in  which  position  he 
he  has  since  been  retained.  Mr.  Bergin  is  a thor- 
oughly capable  and  experienced  railroad  man,  a 
fact  which  accounts  for  his  long  service  in  the 
one  employ,  for  the  corporation  which  he  serves 
has  probably  the  best  roadbed  in  the  United 
States,  and  is  particular  to  engage  only  the  most 
competent  and  reliable  men,  especially  in  a posi- 
tion of  such  responsibility.  His  section  has 
1 since  been  changed  to  No.  19. 

On  February  12,  1871,  Mr.  Bergin  was  united 
I in  marriage,  at  Amenia,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Kate 
Barrett,  of  Pine  Plains,  that  State,  who  was  bom 
I May  8,  1853,  and  grew  to  womanhood  m Dutcn- 
I ess  county.  Mrs.  Bergin  was  the  only  daughter 
I in  the  family  of  five  children  born  to  John  and 
| Ann  (Preston)  Barrett,  highly-respected  residents 
I of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y. , the  former  0 w 
1 was  a section  foreman  on  the  Dutchess  & o 
| bia  railway.  The  only  son  now  living  is  Jo  n 
I Barrett,  who  is  roadmaster  for  the  Le  ig 
I Hudson  River  railroad,  and  resides  at  J ar*  e 
I N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bergin  have  hud  a larg 
! family,  several  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 

| ing  are:  Mary  E„  Daniel  S.  (who  resides  in 

1 Chicago,  where  he  is  an  agent  on  t e e 
road)  Anna  F„  Katy  T..  Edward  F.  (ass  ‘ant 
agent  on  the  railroad  at  Fairfield).  Ja  .^ 
Bessie,  Maggie  and  Charles  L.  All  t e 1 
of  this  family  are  industrious,  usefu  an  ^ 
ed  by  the  community  in  which  they  re  . 
they  are  children  of  whom  any  pare" 

well  be  proud.  In  relipious  COIlI,e^‘?jc  church, 
ents  are  member's  of  St.  Thomas  Catholic  CM 

of  Fairfield,  and  politically  Mr.  j^e  |s 

Democrat,  though  he  is  not  a P°  1 en  and 

a quiet,  peaceable  man  and  a goo  uje  cjr- 

he  deserves  great  credit  for  the  c0™  he  has 
cumstances  in  which,  bv  his  °^n.  e , me  jg  one 
placed  himself  and  family.  J eir  , pajrfield- 
of  the  old  Revolutionary  residences  0 


ISS  AGNES  MURRAY  who  has  rn  d^n 

1 m home  at  Greenfield  Hill,  m F*irJ  ars,  is 
ship,  Fairfield  county,  for  a number  ^ dur. 
the  daughter  of  Col.  James  B.  ;je'nCe  there, 
ing  his  lifetime  had  his  summer 
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The  Murrays  are  one  of  the  most  highly  con- 
nected New  York  families,  and  one  of  the  oldest 
Scotch  families  who  came  over  with  William  the 
Conqueror,  their  arms  hemp  quartered  with  t fie 
town  arms  of  Selkirk.  Scotland,  and  they  are  men- 
tioned by  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  his  ‘ ' Minstrelsy  of 
the  Scottish  border.  ” The  family  still  retains 
the  privilege  of  hunting  in  the  Koval  forests. 
Miss  Murray's  grandfather,  John  B.  Murray,  was 
born  in  England,  was  highly  educated  and  settled 
in  New  York  City,  where  he  was  a wealthy  mer- 
chant and  vessel  owner,  at  one  time  having  and 
owning  fourteen  vessels  in  the  Mediterranean. 
His  first  cousin  was  the  prebendary  of  St.  Paul  s 
Cathedral,  London;  another  cousin  was  the  Mas- 
ter of  the  Rolls,  in  London,  having  charge  of  the 
Lueen  s will,  the  contents  of  which  it  is  Death  to 
disclose. 

James  B.  Murray  was  a native  of  Alexandria, 
Va.  fie  received  a thorough  education,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  was  a Spanish  consul  at 
New  York,  where  he  resided  for  many  years 
He  was  an  officer  in  the  war  of  1812.  during 
which  he  was  sent  to  Lngland  with  despatches 
for  the  Russian  government,  the  hmperor  of  Rus- 
sia having  ofiered  to  mediate  between  Lngland 
and  America  with  a view  of  settling  the  war. 
He  was  captured  in  Lngland,  being  taken  fora 
spy,  but  was  released  after  three  weeks'  imprison- 
ment, when  his  mission  was  proverb  Being  pos- 
sessed of  ample  means  Colonel  Murray  lived  a 
life  of  enjoyable  leisure,  traveled  abroad  contin- 
ually, and  had  his  summer  residence  at  <>reen- 
field  Hill,  Conn.,  in  the  home  now  occupied  by 
his  daughter.  The  family  moved  in  the  most 
exclusive  circles  in  New  York  society,  and  Mr. 
Murray  numbered  many  noted  men  among  his 
personal  friends,  one  of  them  being  Washington 
Irving,  with  whom  he  made  many  long  voyages 
to  Europe  in  sailing  ships,  before  steamships  ex- 
isted. 

Colonel  Murray  married  Miss  Maria  Bronson, 
a native  of  New  York  City  and  a member  of  one 
of  its  best  families,  she  being  a daughter  of  Isaac 
Bronson,  who  was  a surgeon  in  the  Continental 
army  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  To  this 
union  were  born  seven  children,  viz. : Maria,  de- 
ceased, who  married  Cambridge  Livingston; 
Bronson,  living  in  Filtv-second  street.  New  York 
City;  John,  who  died  in  New  York;  Caroline, 
who  died  in  Paris,  France,  unmarried ; Washing- 
ton, deceased  in  New  York;  Agnes;  and  Anna 
B.,  Mrs.  William  Parsons  Winchester  I’ana,  liv- 
ing in  Paris.  The  father  of  this  family  passed 
away  in  his  New'  York  home  at  the  advanced  age 
of  seventy-six  years,  the  mother  when  over  fifty, 
and  both  lie  buried  at  Greenfield  Hill.  Mrs. 


’ Murray  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
1 Church.  The  Colonel  was  an  old-time  Demo- 
| crat  in  politics. 

Miss  Agnes  Murray  had  the  advantages  of  the 
best  private  institutions  at  home  and  abroad, 

1 attending  school  in  this  country  and  in  Paris,  and 
receiving  all  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  ex- 
i tensive  travel,  and  is  a lady  of  thorough  educa- 
tion and  culture.  She  has  crossed  the  ocean  ten 
times.  Miss  Murray  has  many  personal  friends 
among  New  York's  best  families,  but  within  a 
short  time  after  her  father  s decease  she  took  up 
• her  home  permanently  at  Greenfield  Hill,  re- 
specting the  wish  of  her  mother  that  some  mem- 
ber of  the  family  should  occupy  the  old  home 
there.  Her  parents  entertained  some  noted 
guests  at  this  pleasant  home,  among  others,  some 
of  England's  highest  nobility,  one  of  the  govern- 
■ ors  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  many  persons 
1 of  national  reputation. 


WILLIAM  S.  CRAFT  is  one  of  the  prosper- 
ous business  men  and  land  owners  of 
Greenwich  township,  Fairfield  county.  He  was 
horn  September  19.  1 842,  on  the  farm  where  he 
makes  his  home.  He  is  a son  of  William  H.  and 
Ann  E.  (Strang'i  Craft,  who  were  highly  respected 
residents  of  this  neighborhood.  The  mother 
lived  on  this  farm  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 

The  Craft  family  is  of  German  origin.  Sam- 
uel, the  grandfather  of  William  S.,  lived  in  Har- 
rison township.  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  carried  on  farming.  In  his  family  were  five 
sons;  Joseph,  Samuel.  Jonas,  Tompkins  and 
William  H.;  and  one  daughter,  Ann,  Mrs.  Jonas 
Halstead,  of  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  who  is  the 
only  survivor.  All  the  sons  exgept  William  H. 
migrated  to  w hat  in  that  early  day  was  called  the 
West,  settling  in  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
Joseph  had  bought  160  acres  of  primitive  land, 
and  removed  on  it  before  the  Erie  canal  was 
completed. 

William  H.  Craft  was  born  December  28, 

1 8 1 8.  on  the  paternal  farm  in  Harrison  township, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood.  When  sixteen  years  old  he  com- 
menced to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade  under  Silas 
Brundage,  in  King  Street,  in  Greenwich,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.,  and  followed  same  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  when  he  abandoned  it  to  go 
into  the  meat  and  vegetable  business  on  his 
own  account,  opening  a store  in  Glenville.  He 
continued  this  during  the  remainder  of  his  active 
business  life,  making  his  home  in  Glenville.  For 
ten  years  (including  the  period  of  the  Civil  warj 
he  held  a contract  for  the  trucking  business  of  the 
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firm  of  Russell,  Birdsell  & Ward,  and  during  that 
time  resided  in  Rye  township,  near  Port  Chester, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.  In  1841  Mr.  Craft 
wedded  Ann  E.  Strang,  who  was  born  in  1825  in 
New  York  City,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Maria 
(Storm)  Strang.  Stormville,  Dutchess  Co. , N.  Y. , 
was  named  after  her  mother  s family.  The  Strangs 
were  of  French  extraction,  the  name  as  now 
spelled  being  a corruption  of  the  French  name 
L'Estrange.  Daniel  Strang  was  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Strang  & Whitney,  in  its  day  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  reliable  cotton  firms.  He 
had  a family  of  six  children:  Charles,  Thomas, 

William,  John,  Ann  E.  and  Susan,  of  whom 
Charles  died  at  White  Plains.  N.  Y.;  he  was  in- 
spector of  meats  in  New  York  City.  Thomas 
(also  deceased)  was  a planter  at  Mobile,  Ala., 
having  gone  to  the  South  through  the  influence 
of  his  uncle,  Thomas  Strang,  who  was  an  exten- 
sive cotton  planter  and  manufacturer  of  Alabama. 
William  was  a trunk  manufacturer  in  New  York 
City;  he  died  in  Jersey  City.  John,  who  passed 
away  at  Fishkill.  N.  Y.,  was  for  years  freight 
agent  for  the  Erie  railway  at  pier  No.  7,  East 
river,  New  York.  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Edward 
Bogardus.  of  Hopewell,  Dutchess  Co.,  New  York. 

Mrs.  Ann  E.  Craft  passed  away  January  12, 
1855,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  private  cemetery 
at  King  Street.  Mr.  Craft  subsequently  married 
Mrs.  Sarah  Y.  Finley  (widow  of  John  H.  Finley), 
who  died  in  1894,  and  is  interred  in  the  Baptist 
cemetery  in  King  Street  by  the  side  of  her  hus- 
band, who  followed  her  to  the  grave  June  20, 
1896.  Physically,  Mr.  Craft  was  spare  in  build, 
weighing  from  140  to  145  pounds.  He  was  a 
good  worker,  and  placed  himself  in  prosperous 
circumstances  by  his  energy  and  good  judgment 
in  business  affairs,  for  he  had  no  advantages  over 
the  ordinary  to  commence  life  with.  He  took 
an  active  interest  in  the  public  as  well  as  the 
commercial  affairs  of  his  community,  served  as 
selectman  of  Greenwich  for  several  terms,  and 
while  living  in  Rye  township,  Westchester  Co., 
N.  Y.,  was  assessor  of  same.  In  political  senti- 
ment he  was  a Democrat.  His  religious  sympa- 
thy and  support  were  given  to  the  Baptist  Church. 
Socially,  Mr.  Craft  was  a member  of  Acacia 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  Greenwich.  His  family 
consisted  of  five  children,  viz. : William  S.,  who 

will  be  presently  spoken  of;  John  S.,  who  is  in 
the  domestic  produce  business  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; 
Catherine  M.,  wife  of  Norman  L.  Nobles,  of 
Attica,  N.  Y.,  who  is  an  engineer  on  the  Erie 
railroad;  Mary  S.,  who  married  William  H. 
Stebbins  and  died  in  New  York  City:  and  Daniel 
S.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

William  S.  Craft  commenced  his  education  at 


the  district  school  in  King  Street,  later  attend- 
ing the  Greenwich  Academy  for  two  years.  After 
his  mother's  death  he  made  his  home  with  her 
cousin,  and  in  1856  he  began  his  mercantile 
career  as  a clerk  in  the  wholesale  grocery  house 
of  Nelson  Sherwood  & Co.,  No.  466  Pearl  street. 
New  York  City.  After  two  years’  service  with 
that  firm  he  became  clerk  for  John  Lounsbury,  a 
grocer  at  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  re- 
turned to  New  York  City,  entering  the  employ 
of  Coffin  & Sea  bury,  of  Water  street,  dealers  in 
domestic  produce.  Some  few  years  later  he  re- 
turned to  his  birthplace,  and  shortly  afterward 
embarked  in  the  meat  business  in  Glenville  as 
his  father’s  partner,  continuing  with  him  until  he 
branched  out  alone,  running  retail  wagons.  He 
has  continued  this  business  ever  since,  and  in  a - 
dition,  for  over  thirty  years,  has  been  extensive  j 
engaged  as  a grower  and  jobber  of  apples  an 
other  fruit  for  foreign  trade.  He  is  also  a stoc  - 
holder  in  a soap  factory  in  Buffalo,  N.  L ” 
has  been  a member  of  the  school  committee,  0 
which  he  served  for  years,  and  for  nine  yea 

was  school  visitor.  . , , 

In  August,  1863,  Mr.  Craft  was  united  n 

marriage,  *at  White  Plains,  N.  Y.  with  M = 
Sarah  A.  Huestis,  a native  of  that  place,  d g 
ter  of  Caleb  Huestis.  Five  children  blessed  this 
union,  of  whom  the  three  eldest  uiyhood- 
Charles  S.  and  Lewis  S.  — died  l"  %r=. 
Edith  H.  and  Evelyn  W.  live  at  horn  _ 

Craft  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


GEORGE  B.  CHRISTISON.  Among  the 
brave  men  who  helped  to  make  P d 
quota  of  soldiers  sent  by  C°nnec M . 


aimers  seni  uy  Opkellion  was 

the  Union  in  the  dark  days  of  the  m;nent 

the  subject  of  this  biography,  now  a p 
resident  of  Stamford.  ,g62,  as 

Entering  the  service  on  August  15.  Vo]. 
a private  in  Company  B,  «7th  ble  record, 

unteer  Infantry,  he  made  an  was  mus- 

remaining  throughout  the  war.  Bridge- 

tered  into  the  service  August  28,  V , einber 
port,  this  county  and  left  the : S t 1pepart- 

3,  being  assigned  first  t0=  fhen  serving  on  the 
ment  of  the  8th  Army  Corps,  then  * * he  re. 

defences  at  Washington,  D.  •>  assigned 

mained  until  November.  H*  ^ 11th  Army 

to  the  2nd  Brigade,  ,s*  DlT°  ’giment  was 
Corps,  and  in  August,  l8g:  h d, 

transferred  to  the  2nd  B j i01  a time  at 
vision,  10th  Army  Corps,  ,864,  “ntl! 

Folly  Island,  S.  C.  From  Fe  thJ’Ist  Brigade’ 

the  close  of  the  war  he  si.rve. . or  the  4lh 
,st  Division,  District  of  Florida,  or  tn 
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arate  Brigade,  Department  of  the  South, 
under  William  H.  Noble,  colonel ; Albert  H.  Wil- 
coxon.  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Henry  Allen, 
major.  On  July  l,  1863,  he  was  wounded  at 
Gettysburg.  Penn..  by  a gunshot  in  the  left  knee, 
and  also  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  suffering  imprisonment  in  Libby 
Prison.  Belle  Isle,  and  Richmond.  On  August 
25.  1863.  he  was  paroled  at  Richmond,  and  on 
October  2nd  of  the  same  year  he  was  exchanged. 
He  remained  on  duty  as  long  as  there  was  any 
fighting  to  be  done,  receiving  his  discharge  from 
the  United  States  service  July  19,  18(15,  and 
August  3 of  that  year  he  was  mustered  out  of  the 
State  service  at  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Christison  is  a descendant  of  an  old  and 
honorable  family,  long  resident  in  Ldinburgh, 
Scotland,  and  one  of  his  cousins.  Sir  Robert 
Christison.  M.  D.,  was  physician  to  the  Queen  of 
England  The  father  of  our  subiect,  John 
Christison.  was  born  in  Scotland,  whence  he  came 
to  America,  locating  in  New  York  City,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  1839. 

Our  subject  was  born  August  11.  1828,  in 
New  York  City,  and  was  left  an  orphan  at  the 
ape  of  eleven  years.  Soon  afterward  he  went  to 
Stratford,  this  State,  to  reside,  and  in  1845  he 
removed  to  Stamford,  where  he  learned  the  shoe- 
makers trade,  and  for  some  time  worked  as  a 
journeyman.  The  war  interrupted  this  work,  and 
after  his  return  he  was  employed  as  a cutter  in 
the  factory  of  Cook  & Lounsbury,  at  Long  Ridge, 
Conn.  In  1883  he  took  a position  as  foreman 
in  a shoe  factory  in  New  York  City,  and  from 
1885  to  1891  he  was  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Cook,  Lounsbury  & Co.,  at  Long  Ridge.  Dur- 
ing 1892  and  1893  he  was  fuieman  for  the  hrm 
of  Lounsbury  be  Soule,  in  their  factory  at  Stam- 
ford, and  since  that  time  he  has  been  employed 
as  janitor  in  the  Elm  Street  school  building.  He 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  local  affairs, 
and  he  held  the  office  of  assessor  under  the  old 
borough  government  for  some  time.  Erom  1872 
to  1893  he  was  a member  of  the  town  school 
board,  and  at  present  he  is  serving  as  a special 
policeman,  being  known  as  ••Number  30  " 

In  1830  Mr.  Christison  was  married  in  Stam- 
ford to  Miss  Phcebe  M.  Scofield,  daughter  of 
Ebenezer  Scofield,  a well-known  citizen  of  that 
place,  and  their  home  has  been  brightened  by 
one  daughter,  Isabella  S.  The  family  is  highly 
esteemed  socially,  and  Mr.  Christison  is  identified 
with  a number  of  organizations,  including  the  G. 
A K.,  Hobbie  Post  No.  23.  at  Stamford,  in 
which  he  holds  the  rank  of  senior  vice-com- 
mandei.  He  is  an  honorary  member  of  Leeds 
Council,  Order  of  United  American  Mechanics, 


) and  for  twenty-nine  years  has  been  connected 
j with  Union  Lodge  No.  5,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Stam- 
l ford,  while  he  is  also  an  active  member  of  the 
| Connecticut  Veteran  Masonic  Association. 


RUSSELL  J.  SCUDDER,  of  the  town  of  New 
Fairfield,  is  a prosperous  agriculturist,  and 
his  large  farm  gives  every  sign  of  judicious  man- 
agement. As  a citizen  he  is  held  in  high  esteem, 
and  for  years  he  has  been  almost  constantly  in 
office  in  his  township. 

The  family  is  of  good  Colonial  stock  and 
Robert  Scudder,  our  subject's  great-grandfather, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Easton,  this  county,  and 
l was  educated  thereafter  the  custom  of  that  early 
time.  In  1774  he  married  his  first  wife,  Esther 
Jennings,  who  died  a few  years  later,  and  July 
31,  1785,  he  married  Rachel  Buckley.  His 
death  occurred  in  1806.  Among  his  children 
I were  three  sons:  Peter,  Isaac  and  Jesse. 

Capl.  Jesse  Scudder,  the  grandfather  of  our 
| subject,  was  born  April  12,  1778,  in  Westport, 

I this  county,  and  alter  receiving  a common-school 
I education  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  his  later 
j years  he  removed  lrom  Westport  to  the  town  of 
I New  Fairfield,  where  he  purchased  a large  tract 
I of  land  in  the  center  of  the  town.  He  became 
j prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  locality,  and  being 
I an  active  worker  in  the  Democratic  party  was 
I elected  to  various  official  positions,  including  that 
j of  justice  of  tfie  peace,  which  he  held  for  many 
1 years.  He  took  great  interest  in  military  oper- 
| ations,  and  his  title  was  gained  by  service  in  the 
j local  militia.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a Meth- 
1 odist,  and  he  was  at  all  times  ready  to  assist  in 
I the  work  of  the  Church.  He  was  married  three 
j times.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  two  sons,  Meaker 
I and  Isaac,  both  of  whom  are  mentioned  more 
fully  below.  Bv  his  second  wife,  Polly  (Birch), 
he  had  two  daughters:  Lavina,  who  married 

Russell  Stevens,  and  Harriet,  who  married  Henry 
Wilson.  His  third  wife,  Jemima  (Barnum),  had 
no  children. 

Meaker  Scudder  was  born  in  the  town  of  New 
| Fairfield  in  1805.  and  was  educated  in  the  com- 
j mon  schools  of  that  locality.  He  engaged  in 
t farming,  and  after  his  marriage  he  went  west,  to 
1 Michigan,  where  he  purchased  an  extensive  farm 
I and  became  a well-to-do  citizen  and  a man  of 
I influence.  Like  his  father,  he  was  an  active 
1 worker  in  the  Methodist  Church.  He  married 
j Miss  Ann  Bradley,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren: Jessie  and  Sabina  (deceased),  and  Bradlev. 
Rev.  Isaac  Scudder,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
1 born  August  4.  1803,  in  the  town  of  !xew  Fair- 
I field,  where  he  obtained  a practical  education  in 
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the  local  schools.  From  boyhood  he  was  accus-  May  28,  1874,  received  a literary  education  in 
tomed  to  assist  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  the  schools  of  New  Fairfield,  and  afterward 
homestead,  and  later  he  engaged  in  farming  on  graduated  from  the  School  of  Music  at  Danbury, 
his  own  account.  When  he  was  thirty  years  old  She  has  become  quite  proficient  as  a musician, 

a change  came  into  his  life,  and  while  still  con-  and  at  present  is  organist  of  the  Methodist  Church 

tinuing  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  in  New  Fair-  at  New  Fairfield.  Doubtless  her  gifts  are  in- 
field, he  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  herited  from  her  father,  who  has  for  years  been 
Church.  About  this  time  he  married  Miss  Mary  the  leader  of  the  choir  in  the  same  church.  He 
Coleman,  who  was  born  October  20,  1808,  a is  actively  interested  in  all  branches  of  Church 
daughter  of  Rev.  James  Coleman,  an  itinerant  work,  having  held  the  office  of  steward  during 
minister  of  the  same  denomination.  Rev.  Mr.  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  he  has  also 
Scudder  was  for  many  years  a local  preacher  at  served  as  trustee,  and  as  superintendent  of  the 
Centerville,  and  he  also  officiated  in  various  Sabbath-school.  Politically,  he  is  a stanch  Dem- 
other towns  in  this  region,  doing  much  for  the  ocrat.  and  for  the  past  three  years  he  has  been 
spread  of  the  Gospel  and  the  upbuilding  of  the  the  treasurer  of  the  town.  At  various  times  he 

Church.  has  been  chosen  to  other  positions  of  trust,  his 

Rev.  James  Coleman  was  one  of  the  best  first  election  being  to  the  office  of  assessor,  which 
known  preachers  of  his  day  in  his  denomination,  he  held  for  three  years.  During  the  Civil  war 
His  home  was  in  Ridgefield,  this  county,  but  he  he  was  drafted,  but  owing  to  physical  disability 

traveled  on  what  was  called  the  Courtland  cir-  he  was  excused  from  service, 

cuit.  which  required  six  weeks  to  make  the  j 
rounds,  and  during  his  life  he  is  said  to  have  been 

on  horseback  all  through  Canada  and  New  Eng-  j TjOSEPH  H.  WHITCOMB.  This  enterpris- 
land.  He  and  his  wife,  Martha  (Defrees),  reared  I:  ing  and  popular  citizen  of  Bridgeport  en- 
a family  of  five  children:  Abigail,  who  married  ; joys  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  Demo- 
Joel  Griffin;  John,  who  remained  single;  Martha,  1 crat  ever  elected  to  the  board  of  aldermen  lrom 

who  married  Zebulon  Main;  James,  and  Mary,  | the  Fifth  ward  of  that  city.  As  a self-made 

our  subject’s  mother.  1 man  he  has  won  an  honorable  place  in  business 


Rev.  Isaac  Scudder  and  his  wife  had  four  circles,  and  his  fine  grocery  and  meat  market  at 
children — one  daughter  and  three  sons:  (1)  James,  No.  1193  E.  Main  street,  Bridgeport,  shows 
born  June  J,  1837,  in  New  Fairfield,  died  June  what  well-directed  energy  can  accomplish,  even 
24,  1855,  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  (2)  Russell  J.,  without  the  aid  of  capital  or  influence, 
our  subject,  is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Henrietta  Mr.  Whitcomb  belongs  to  an  old  Colonial 
A.,  born  January  21,  1845,  married  Henry  Gard-  family  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  descended  from 
ner,  a farmer,  who  afterward  became  a hatter  of  one  of  three  brothers  of  the  name,  who  came 
Danbury.  They  had  six  children — Jemima,  Ad-  from  England  about  1620.  John  A.  Whitcomb, 
die,  Chloe.  Jessie,  Fannie  and  Henry.  (4)  John  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Harris- 
W.,  born  July  1,  1847,  married  Phoebe  Wheeler  burg,  and  is  a veteran  of  the  Mexican  war.  and 
June  4,  1871,  and  they  had  three  children — Eu-  in  early  manhood  went  to  Peru,  lnd.,  but  later 
nice  A.,  Emma  L.  and  James  Irving.  By  occu-  removed  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  where  he  now  re- 

pation  he  is  a farmer.  On  June  29,  1895,  he  sides.  He  is  a carpenter  by  occupation,  and 

was  licensed  to  preach  as  a local  Methodist  formerly  he  was  also  interested  in  the  coopers 

preacher,  and  at  present  frequently  fills  the  pul-  trade.  His  wife,  Mary  (Harvey),  is  a native  of 

pit  at  various  places.  Belfast,  Ireland,  but  came  to  America  in  child- 

Our  subject  was  born  April  27,  1841,  at  the  hood  with  her  father,  John  Harvey,  who  was* 
old  home  in  New  Fairfield,  and  the  district  prosperous  farmer  of  Indiana.  Of  the  five  chil- 

schools  of  that  town  furnished  him  his  educa-  dren  of  John  A.  and  Mary  Whitcomb,  the  eldest, 
tional  opportunities.  He  became  familiar  with  William,  who  died  in  1896,  was  engaged  in  rail- 
the  details  of  farm  work  in  his  boyhood  through  roading,  and  resided  in  Kalamazoo;  Anna  died 
assisting  his  father,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  in  infancy;  Joseph  H.,  our  subject,  is  third  in 
he  hired  his  time  to  the  latter  for  one  hundred  the  order" of  birth;  Frank  resides  in  Kalamazoo, 
dollars  per  year.  This  arrangement  continued  and  is  engaged  in  the  railroad  business;  and 
two  years,  when  he  began  farming  for  himself.  Mary  married  and  resides  in  Kalamazoo. 

In  1 864  he  married  Miss  Salina  Sturges,  daugh-  Joseph  H.  Whitcomb  was  born  May  *5« 
ter  of  John  H.  Sturges,  a farmer  of  the  same  1863,  in  Peru,-  I nd.,  and  was  two  years  old  when 
town,  and  his  wife,  Eliza  Knapp.  The  only  his  parents  settled  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  where 
child  of  this  union,  Miss  Mary  E.  Scudder,  born  he  received  his  education.  On  leaving  school 
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he  entered  the  employ  of  Miller,  Wicks  & Ter- 
rill, meat  dealers  in  that  place,  with  whom  he 
remained  five  years.  He  then  spent  three  years 
w'th  Thomas  O'Neil,  and  two  years  with  John 

S'  A1  “ the  same  ilne  of  business,  and  in 
May,  1882,  he  came  to  Bridgeport.  For  about 
three  years  he  worked  at  the  spring-makers 
trade,  and  for  six  months  he  was  employed  in 

R8fime  ,ra  Et  °f  Pktt  & Ri,ch-  ln  March, 
1886  with  no  capital  except  his  savings,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  meat  business  on  his  own  account 
opening  a market  on  Bamum  avenge;  after  two 
years  he  removed  to  his  present  location,  where 
he  keeps  on  hand  a large  and  well-selected  stock 
of  groceries  and  meat  for  the  retail  trade.  On 
November  3,  1886.  he  married  Miss  Mary  Con-  I 
ne  l),  a native  of  Newtown  and  reared  in  i 
Bridgeport.  Five  children  have  blessed  this 

eXT  \Tnk\  Wlll,am'  JosePh-  Jr„  Lilian,  and 
.ttk  V-  Mf.  Whitcomb  and  his  family  belong 

he  K Cat!,h°  ‘f  (t.hUrch’  and  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Knights  of  the  Macabees.  For  many  years 

e has  been  an  active  worker  in  the  Butchers' 
protective  Association,  in  which  he  has  served 
s president  His  term  as  alderman  (1890-91) 
marked  by  faithful  and  efficient  service. 
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TrULIUS  W.  SKIDMORE,  a well-known  and 
J)  highly  respected  citizen  of  Bridgeport,  where 
of  !*.successfully  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
March  ,,  oS’  ,S  3 native  of  Connecticut,  born 
tv  h S-’  l847,  at  BethIehem.  Litchfield  coun- 

whnmHe  ‘S  3 S0”,  of  R H’  Skidmore,  a sketch  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere. 

In  1853  our  subject  came  with  the  family  to 

in  l?°rV7h\re  he  first  attended  school,  and 
its  hp-  LWhJ,e  w?r  t*le  Rebellion  was  at 
was  h',f  ’ he  ,WaS  .stili  conning  his  books.  He 
father  rn,n^  a w,th  patriotism,  and  caused  his 
forts  tS°  '".“cl5  trouble  by  making  repeated  ef- 

necessaVt1  'St  the  army  that  il  was  found 
and  from^  f°u  a“£uard  ’’  to  accompany  him  to 
and  he  school-  His  dinner  was  sent  to  him, 
inp  nr,  W3S  lucked  in  the  school-room  dur- 
avail  °n  epeess;  but,  as  will  be  seen,  it  was  no  1 
pocket  w;7  ad  was  a]ways  handy  with  his  | 
bv  slvlv  l.6’  and  one  day’  at  noon>  he  contrived, 
kev  w L k‘ng  a”  ImPression  of  the  school  door- 
key  out  J0!,"16  gUm  he  was  chewing,  to  make  a 
succeed  J hlS  maPIe-w°°d  ruler.  With  this  he 
tween  k-  m °Pen'?£  both  doors  which  stood  be- 
Now  fr  ln?  and  his  heart’s  desire  — the  army. 
Haven  r-  "e  at  0nce  wended  his  way  to  New 
bov  in'r  °nn''  where  he  enlisted  as  a drummer 

coLTn  d"!?anV  D'  23fd  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  ac- 
P nied  the  regiment  to  the  front.  At  the 


battle  of  Brashear  City.  La.,  June  23,  1863  he 
JT“  S°‘  dhrhU,f  h,thue  l6g  by  3 sharpshooter  who 

ad  already  killed  the  fifer  and  six  others  of  our 

IT  \CTra^e®'  shooting  each  one  through 
he  forehead.  Julius  fell  when  wounded,  but 
nad  sufficient  presence  of  mind  to  lie  still.  The 
Rebel  sharpshooter,  after  waiting  a while,  and 
inking  that  our  subject  and  comrades  were  all 
dead,  emerged  from  his  place  of  concealment 
and  was  instantly  killed  by  young  Skidmore. 
Upon  his  return  to  Bridgeport,  Mr.  Skidmore 
was  met  at  the  train  by  Mayor  Stirling  and  P T 
Barnurn,  who  lifted  him  to  their  shoulders  and 
carried  him  around  among  the  citizens,  who 
loudly  cheered  him.  The  city  of  Bridgeport  pre- 
sentea  him  with  a handsome  rosewood  drum 
and  a letter  of  thanks  for  his  heroic  service. 

After  the  war  the  ••  Drummer  Boy  of  Com- 
pany D " attended  the  Cheshire  Military  Acade- 
my , from  which  institution  he  was  graduated. 
On  his  return  to  Bridgeport  he  commenced 
learning  the  pattern-maker’s  trade  in  the  Pacific 
lion  Works,  under  the  instruction  of  his  father, 

I and  from  1879  to  1884  he  was  a partner  with  his 
! father  and  brother  in  that  business.  In  1870  he 
l superintended,  for  his  father,  the  construction  of 
I the  Tocoi  & St.  Augustine  railroad,  in  Florida, 

| remaining  there  until  1875.  In  1884  he  became 
| an  employe  of  and  designer  for  the  firm  of 
Glover,  Sanford  & Sons,  wool-hat  manufacturers 
I in  Bridgeport,  and  his  branch  in  the  business 
\ was  *he  designing  of  ladies’  hats.  When  this 
I firm  discontinued  business,  Mr.  Skidmore  went  to 
Newark,  N.  J.,  and  became  a member  of  the 
American  Hat  Machine  & Supply  Company,  re- 
maining with  them  one  year.  Once  more  return- 
ing to  Bridgeport,  he  embarked  in  the  manufacture 
of  hat  blocks,  his  present  flourishing  enterprise,  the 
business  being  situated  on  Washington  avenue. 
We  are  sorry  to  have  to  record  further  that  Mr. 
Skidmore  has  been  guilty  of  manufacturing 
“wooden  nutmegs,”  similar  to  those  historic 
ones  that  were  once  upon  a time  “sprung  ” upon 
a too-confiding  and  unsophisticated  public,  with 
this  difference  that  those  of  Mr.  Skidmore’s 
manufacture  were  very  highly  flavored  and  were 
intended  as  souvenirs  to  his  many  friends. 

On  October  18,  1876,  Mr.  Skidmore  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Marion  E.  Lewis,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Theodore  Lewis,  of  Stratford,  Conn. , and  two  chil- 
dren— Lewis  Palmer  and  Maude  Bernice — have 
been  born  to  them.  Socially,  our  subject  is  a 
thirty-second-degree  Mason,  a member  of  St. 
John’s  Lodge  No.  3.  Jerusalem  Chapter,  of  Jer- 
usalem Council,  of  Pyramid  Temple  of  the  Mys- 
tic Shrine,  and  is  a Knight  Templar,  Hamilton 
Commandery;  he  is  also  a member  of  Lafayette 
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Consistory,  320  Scottish  Rite  Mason.  He  is  a 
member  of  Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  Post  No.  3,  G.  A. 

R. ; is  also  a member  of  the  Park  City  Yacht  I 
Club,  and  it  is  to  his  efforts  that  the  present  | 
beautiful  clubhouse  is  largely  due.  He  is  an  en-  | 
thusiastic  yachtsman  and  hunter,  one-of  the  most  I 
popular  men  in  Bridgeport,  and  the  longer  he  is  | 
known  the  more  he  is  esteemed,  respected  and  I 
admired.  I 


EORGE  WILLIS  BENEDICT,  M.  D..  the 
genial  and  intelligent  postmaster  of  the 
city  of  South  Norwalk,  is  a member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  highly  respected  families  of  this 
county,  the  name  having  been  prominent  in  local 
annals  from  pioneer  days. 

Several  representatives  of  the  family  took 
an  active  part  in  the  struggle  which  resulted  in 
freeing  the  nation  from  the  British  yoke,  and 
others  in  later  times  have  been  influential  in 
social,  political,  financial  and  professional  life. 
E-  C.  Benedict,  a wealthy  resident  of  Greenwich, 
and  an  intimate  friend  of  Grover  Cleveland,  is  a 
first  cousin  of  our  subject.  The  Doctor’s  grand- 
father, Asa  Benedict,  was  a native  of  the  county, 
and  became  a leading  agriculturist  of  the  town 
of  Norwalk. 

The  late  George  Benedict,  the  Doctor’s  la- 
ther, was  born  in  South  Norwalk  June  2,  1807, 
and  passed  his  life  in  that  locality.  From  1840 
to  1885  he  was  a member  of  the  firm  of  G.  & 
W.  H.  Benedict,  hat  manufacturers  of  Norwalk, 
but  the  last  three  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in 
retirement,  his  death  occurring  September  17, 
1888,  at  South  Norwalk.  As  a good  citizen  he 
was  alwavs  interested  in  political  movements, 
and  he  was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a Congregationalist,  and  for  many  years  he 
held  the  office  of  deacon.  He  was  also  active 
in  municipal  affairs,  and  at  one  time  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  city  council  of  South  Norwalk.  His 
wife,  Amanda  (Benedict),  who  died  May  1., 
1893,  was  a daughter  of  John  Benedict,  a resi- 
dent of  the  town  and  county.  Of  the  two  chil- 
dren of  this  union,  the  elder.Miss  Ophelia  Jennie, 
died  in  1873. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  25,  1852, 
in  South  Norwalk,  and  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  attended  the  union  school  of  that 
town.  He  then  entered  Prof.  Olmstead’s  Acad- 
emy at  Wilton,  Conn.,  to  prepare  for  college, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1870  he  became  a student  at 
Yale,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1874  after  tak- 
ing the  regular  Academic  course.  While  in  col- 
lege he  was  a member  of  Alpha  Delta  Phi  and  Psi 


Lpsilon  Fraternities.  His  professional  education 
was  begun  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
same  institution;  after  one  year,  however,  he 
went  to  New  York  City  and  completed  his  course 
in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  grad- 
uating in  187S.  Soon  afterward  he  established 
himself  in  practice  at  South  Norwalk,  but  as 
time  passed  his  attention  was  turned  to  political 
affairs  more  and  more,  and  in  1895  he  retired 
from  practice.  During  the  last  five  years  of  his 
professional  work  he  made  a specialty  of  treat- 
ing diseases  of  the  nose  and  throat.  Since  June 
1,  1895,  he  has  held  office  as  the  postmaster  of 
his  native  city.  At  various  times  he  has  declined 
nominations  for  other  offices,  and  although  he  is 
an  independent  voter  yet  he  could  have  com- 
manded a large  following  at  the  polls.  The  Doc- 
tor is  not  married.  He  is  well  liked  socially, 
and  is  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 


WILLIAM  HADLEY,  a well-known  resi- 
dent  of  Shelton,  holds  a responsible  po- 
sition with  the  firm  of  M.  Seward  & Sons, manu- 
facturers of  carriage  hardware,  New  Haven,  and 
his  ability  and  skill  in  mechanical  lines  is  widely 
recognized. 

Mr.  Hadley  is  of  English  birth  and  ancestry, 
and  his  grandfather,  William  Hadley,  was  a 
wealthy  land  owner  near  West  Bromwich,  Eng- 
land, where  his  life  was  spent  as  a “country 
squire.”  William  Hadley  (2),  the  father  of  our 
I subject,  was  born  at  the  old  home  near  West 
Bromwich,  and  in  early  manhood  became  inter- 
ested in  a rolling-mill  business  in  England,  but 
later  he  settled  upon  his  estate  and  devoted  much 
of  his  attention  to  its  management.  In  1870  he 
came  to  America  to  take  possession  of  a farm  in 

Illinois  (which  he  had  previously  purchased),  and 
he  died  there  in  November  of  the  same  year.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  the 
1 various  members  of  the  family  now  in  this  coun- 
I try  are  identified  more  or  less  closely  with  the 
i Episcopal  Church.  His  wife,  Emma  Beeson, 
I who  is  still  living,  was  a native  of  West  Brom- 
I wich,  and  a daughter  of  Thomas  H.  Beeson. 

I Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  seven 
f children,  the  others  being:  Percy  is  a resident  of 
! Louisville,  Ore. ; Alice  married  Joshua  Holmes, 

I of  Shelton;  Joseph  E.  resides  in  Wallingford, 
I Conn. ; Edward  J.  is  superintendent  of  a silver- 
1 manufacturing  establishment  in  Toronto;  Emma 
! married  Warren  Belcher,  now  of  Portland,  Ore., 
I and  Leanora  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Albert  Renshaw, 

| of  the  same  city. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  17,  *857.  at 
I West  Bromwich,  England,  and  was  about  twelve 
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\ ears  old  when  his  f > a r c n t s came  to  America. 
He  remained  in  Illinois  one  year,  and  then  re- 
turned to  England  to  complete  his  education. 
In  1876  he  came  bark  to  the  L’mted  States  to 
stav,  locating  first  in  Meriden.  Conn.,  where  he 
was  employed  for  two  years  by  the  Wilcox  Sil- 
ver Plate  Company.  In  November.  1878,  here- 
moved  to  I'crby  to  take  a position  with  the  Der- 
by Silver  Company  in  their  satin-finishing  de- 
partment. with  which  he  was  connected  for  five 
\ears  About  1884  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Farrell  Foundry  Company,  of  Ansoma.  and 
after  leaving  the  firm  in  1 S 00  he  spent  one  year 
with  the  O'-born  Cheeseman  Company,  of  Shel- 
ton For  five  years  he  was  maMer  mechanic  for 
the  Derby  paper-mill,  and  then,  after  spending  a 
short  time  in  a similar  capacity  with  F.  \V.  Bird 
hr  Co.,  of  f ast  Walpole,  Ma«s..  he  was  employed 
by  Wilcox  hr  Howe,  of  Shelton  After  six 
months  with  that  firm,  he  became  connected 
with  M.  Seward  & Sons,  of  New  Haven,  and  for 
two  years  past  he  has  been  engaged  in  their  drop- 
forging department.  He  still  maintains  his  resi- 
dence in  Shelton,  but  rents  his  property  there. 
In  politics  he  ts  a Republican,  and  socially  he  is 
identified  with  the  Ousatornc  Lodge  No.  6,  1. 
O 0.  F. ; Blue  Lodge.  F.  hr  A.  M.,  and  Solomon 
Chapter,  K.  A.  M.,  No.  3.  at  Derb\ 

On  December  22,  1880,  Mr.  Hadley  married 
Miss  Lillian  Medora  Downs;  no  children  have 
blessed  the  union.  Mrs.  Hadley  is  a native  of 
the  town  of  Huntington,  and  her  amestors  were 
early  settlers  of  the  present  site  of  Shelton.  Her 
parents,  Henry  L.  and  Cornelia  (Blackman) 
Downs,  were  both  natives  of  the  town,  and  her 
grandfather,  Lewis  Downs,  who  married  Mary 
Gilbert,  was  born  in  the  vicinity  of  Shelton.  On 
the  maternal  side  Mrs.  Hadley  belongs  to  a well- 
known  family  of  that  locality,  her  mother  being 
a daughter  of  Ard  Blackman 

EDWIN  J.  BANKS.  This  well-known  resi- 
dent of  Bridgeport  has  been  engaged  in  busi- 
ness for  eighteen  years  as  a dealer  in  meats  and 
groceriesat  the  same  location,  and  now  enjoys 
the  distincj^on  of  having  continued  that  business 
longer  than  any  other  man  on  the  East  side. 
Mr.  Banks  is  much  esteemed  as  a citizen,  and 
the  story  of  his  life  show’s  that  he  possesses  the 
sterling  qualities  of  perseverance,  industry  and 
thrift 

His  family  has  been  identified  with  Greenfield 
Hi!!,  this  county,  for  several  generations,  and 
his  grandfather,  Nathan  Banks,  a Revolutionary 
soldier,  followed  farming  in  that  locality.  Bradley 
Banks,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in  1802,  in 


Greenfield,  and  made  his  home  upon  a farm 
there,  his  death  occurring  in  1856.  His  wife, 
Polly  Banks,  who  died  in  1892.  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Weston,  this  county,  where  her  father, 
Daniel  Banks,  was  engaged  in  agriculture.  Four- 
teen children  were  born  to  Bradley  and  Polly 
Banks,  viz  : Nathan  B.,  William  E.,  Henry  B., 
Rufus  B..  Mahala(Mrs.  Hayes),  Sarah  M.,  Cath- 
erine. Mary  E.,  Bercilla  B..  Harriet  B.,  Martha, 
Daniel,  Amelia  S.  and  Edwin  J. 

Edwin  J.  Banks  was  born  in  Greenfield, 
August  to,  1846,  and  attended  the  schools  of 
that  locality.  On  leaving  school  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  he  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  at 
’ the  old  homestead,  but  in  1870  he  removed  to 
1 Bridgeport  and  engaged  in  the  meat  business  on 
Main  street.  After  a year  and  a half  in  the  loca- 
tion he  entered  the  employ  of  C.  R.  Nichols,  a 
butcher  in  E.  Bridgeport,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained about  three  and  one-half  years.  He  then 
opened  a market  at  No.  129  E.  Main  street, 
where  he  conducted  business  successfully  for  more 
, than  five  years,  and  since  1881  he  has  occupied 
! his  prevent  store  at  No.  1 1 8 E.  Main  street, 

> where  he  keeps  a fine  stock  of  groceries  and 
meats.  Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  and  he 
, is  connected  with  a number  of  social  societies, 
j including  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Joseph  Dowdall 
j Lodge  No.  40,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Pequonnock 
i Lodge  No.  4,  of  Bridgeport,  and  Stratfield  En- 
campment. 

On  December  23,  1 868,  Mr.  Banks  married 
Miss  C.  Estelle  Davis,  of  Miller’s  Place,  Long 
! Island.  They  have  no  children  of  their  own,  but 
1 have  adopted  a son,  Herbert  C.,  who  was  born 
January  3.  1884.  Mrs.  Banks  is  a descendant 
1 of  an  old  English  family,  and  her  father,  Svlves- 
1 ter  R.  Davis,  was  a well-known  agriculturist  of 
J Long  Island.  He  and  his  wife,  Elmina  (Hallack), 

1 who  was  a native  of  Long  Island,  had  seven 
• children:  Joseph  W.,  a sea  captain,  who  resides 
1 at  Port  Jefierson,  Long  Island;  Laura,  wife  of 
1 Daniel  W.  Davis,  of  Mount  Sinai,  Long  Island; 

Merritt  W. , deceased;  Spaflord  W.,  who  is 
, a sea  captain,  as  was  also  Merritt  W. ; Roxanna, 
wife  of  Benjamin  Robertson,  a merchant  at  East 
! Norwalk;  C.  Estelle  (Mrs.  Banks;;  and  Emma  J. 

(deceased  1,  who  married  Sherman  R.  Smith,  of 
1 New’  York  State. 


N ATHAN  PERRY,  who  for  twentv-six  years 
has  been  engaged  in  the  butchering  busi- 
ness in  Georgetown,  Conn. , was  born  Septem- 
ber to,  1846,  in  the  town  of  Wilton.  Fairfield 
county,  a grandson  of  Nathan  Perry,  one  of  the 
prominent  residents  of  Weston  over  a century 
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ago.  The  great-grandfather,  also  named  Nathan, 
lived  in  Fairfield.  He  served  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war  in  1775,  in  Captain  Dimond's  company, 
and  in  1 777  in  Captain  Burr's  company.  There 
is  but  little  known  of  him  except  that  he  had 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Nathan, 
Walter,  Joel,  Ellen  and  Clarcy,  Nathan  being 
the  grandfather  of  the  Nathan  whose  name  intro- 
duces these  lines. 

Nathan  Perry,  the  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Fairfield.  In  the  primitive  schools  of  the  day 
he  acquired  the  substantial  rudiments  of  an  edu- 
cation, and  he  early  learned  the  trade  of  a mill- 
wright. He  built  the  first  four-wheel  wagon 
seen  in  Weston,  and  it  was  he  who  invented  the 
first  cutting  machine  with  a roll  of  knives  cutting 
on  rawhide.  His  invention  was  patented,  but 
not  having  the  finances  necessary  to  place  the 
machines  on  the  market,  he  lost  the  patent,  and 
Mr.  Sanford,  of  Weston,  bought  the  right.  Mr. 
Perry  built  the  Godfrey  gristmill  in  George- 
town, now  used  as  a wiremill,  and  he  also  built 
the  Berkshire  mills,  at  North  Bridgeport,  in 
which  the  hum  of  industry  is  still  heard.  He 
married  Miss  Sarah  B.  French,  who  was  born 
August  13,  1783,  and  died  April  17,  1829,  and 
their  children  were:  Nathaniel  W.,  born  March 

6,  1804;  Orfus  S.,  born  November  6,  1805,  mar- 
ried Mary  Barnes:  Samuel  B. . born  December 
8,  1807;  Patty,  born  March  26,  1810,  married 
John  Flarharty;  Melissa,  born  December  1, 
1812,  married  William  Morehouse;  Drusvlla, 
born  July  23,  1814,  married  Zenas  Whitney; 
James  R.  was  the  father  ol  our  subject;  Sallie 
A.,  born  July  13,  1819.  married  Alonzo  Beek- 
man;  and  Ellen,  born  November  12,  1821,  mar- 
ried George  C.  Bonton. 

Mrs.  Sarah  B.  (French)  Perry  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  James  R.  French,  who  was  born  in  Strat- 
ford, Fairfield  county,  near  Bridgeport,  Decem- 
ber 20,  1751,  one  of  a family  of  five  children, 
the  others  being:  Hannah,  born. June  2r,  1753; 
Gamole,  born  April  15.  1756.  died  June  29,  1828; 
Joseph  and  Jeabone  (twins),  born  May  2t,  1759. 
James  R.  French  was  the  father  of  the  following 
named  children:  John,  born  August  24,  1775; 

Jeabone,  June  13,  1777;  Polly,  December  6, 
1 778;  Joseph,  December  4.  1780;  Sarah  B.,  Au- 
gust 13,  1783;  Joseph  B..  December  12,  1786; 
James,  March  15,  1788:  Harriet,  December  12, 
1790,  and  Maria,  July  29,  1797.  Mr.  French 
was  very  popular  in  and  about  Bridgeport  in  his 
day. 

James  R.  Perry  was  born  August  14,  1817,  in 
the  town  of  Weston,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools.  He  engaged  in  farming 
all  his  life.  In  the  old  training  days  he  belonged 


to  the  militia,  and  he  was  always  interested  in 
public  matters.  His  first  vote  was  cast,  in  1840, 
for  Harrison  for  President,  and  his  last,  nearly  a 
half  a century  later,  for  the  grandson.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  A.  Webb,  of  Weston,  and  they 
took  up  their  residence  in  Wilton,  where  their 
children — Oliver  J.  and  Nathan — were  born. 
Soon  alter  they  returned  to  Weston.  James  R. 
Perry  died,  March  14,  1889.  Oliver  J.  Perry 
I was  born  July  31,  1844,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  Weston.  He  en- 
gaged in  farming  as  an  occupation.  Hemanied 
Miss  Sarah  Elsworth,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  six  children — Nellie,  Annie,  Nathan, 
Polly,  Sarah  and  Charles.  Oliver  J.  Perry  died 
November  15,  1897. 

Mary  Ann  (Webb)  Perry  was  born  in  Wes- 
ton July  17,  1822,  and  died  September  1,  1896. 
She  was  a good  wife  and  mother,  and  her  death 
was  sincerely  and  deeply  mourned  by  her  family 
and  a wide  circle  of  relatives  and  friends.  Mrs. 
Perry  was  a granddaughter  of  Jared  and  Hannah 
(Scofield^  Webb,  who  were  born  August  21, 1766- 
and  January  22,  1770,  respectively,  and  their 
children  were  born  as  follows:  Charles,  Decem- 

ber 14,  1788;  Epenetus,  June  8,  1791;  Sabrina, 
May  25,  1793;  Judson,  March  25,  1795;  Sarah, 
May  n,  1797;  Rufus,  July  24,  1799;  Rebecca, 
October  6.  1801 ; Eliza,  October  16,  1803;  Nancy, 
September  18,  1805;  George,  August  10,  1807; 
William,  October  8,  1809;  Jared  Smith,  Novem- 
ber n,  1811;  Seth  Albert,  July  1,  1814-  Ju<k°D 
Webb,  father  of  Mrs.  Perry,  learned  the  coopers 
trade,  at  which  he  was  engaged  for  the  most  part 
throughout  his  life.  He  married  Miss  Polly  Ann 
Perry,  of  Weston,  who  was  born  September  22, 
1801,  daughter  of  Steven  Perry,  and  they  had  a 
family  of  four  children,  namely:  Mary  Ann;  Wal- 
ter Perry,  born  February  10,  1823;  Louise  Jane, 
born  Decembers,  1831;  William  H.,  born  June 
16,  1833,  died  August — , 184s. 
i Nathan  Perry  was  a pupil  in  the  common 
schools  of  Weston,  until  old  enough  to  begin 
work  on  a farm.  A few  years  after  he  began  to 
learn  the  saddle-making  trade,  but  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Second 
Connecticut  Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery,  serving 
from  December  29,  1863,  until  his  discharge  in 
1865.  This  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Sixth 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  Mr.  Perry 
bore  a hero’s  part  in  the  hardships  experienced 
bv  that  army.  At  Cold  Harbor  he  was  severely 
wounded,  and  he  is  now  pensioned  by  the  gov- 
i eminent.  The  family  has  been  well  represente 
j in  the  great  struggles  in  which  this  country  has 
I been  engaged,  Nathan  Perry,  Mr.  Perry's  great- 
I grandfather,  serving  in  the  Revolutionary  waf’ 
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Judson  Webb  in  the  war  of  »8i2,  and  Mr.  Perry  i 
himself  in  the  Civil  war.  His  father  was  a mem-  J 
her  of  the  State  militia.  i 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army  Mr.  Perry  i 
went  to  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  found  em- 
pknrnent.  but  a year  later  he  went  to  Winsted,  , 
same  State,  working  there  in  a scythe  shop  for 
two  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  old  1 
home  in  Weston,  and  within  a short  time  he 
married  and  moved  to  Georgetown.  Here,  as 
above  stated,  he  has  carried  on  the  butcher  busi- 
ness lor  a number  of  years,  and  by  honorable  j 
dealing  he  has  reaped  a fair  reward.  | 

On  November  2.  1871,  Mr.  ferry  was  mar-  ' 
ried.  at  Norwalk.  Ohio,  to  Miss  Ella  A.  Hender- 
son. and  their  home  has  been  brightened  by  the  1 
advent  of  the  following  children:  James  H..  1 

born  October  26.  1872  mow  in  business  with  his  | 
father);  Fannie  B.,  January  12.  1874;  Ella  A., 
September  1.  1877;  Mattie  Mat.  February  16, 
1882  idled  in  infancy);  Walter  H.,  January  25, 
1884;  Mary  A..  March  2,  1880;  Samuel  O.,  May 
2.  1 888 ; Edith  A.,  September  8.  1890;  and 
Lewis  W..  June  3.  1893.  Mr.  Perry  has  always 
occupied  a prominent  position  m public  affairs,  1 
and  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Republican  party. 
His  first  vote  was  cast  in  Winsted.  He  has  held  | 
the  office  of  school  committeeman,  and  was  hon- 
ored by  being  sent  to  the  State  Legislature  from 
this  district.  Stanch  and  true  to  his  party,  he 
nevertheless  has  the  courage  of  his  convictions, 
and  never  allows  his  partisanship  to  blind  him  to 
the  best  interests  of  his  town  He  is  a member 
of  James  E.  Moore  Post  No.  18.  G.  A.  R..  where 
he  delights  in  fighting  the  butties  over  with  the 
other  boys  who  wore  the  bitn  . He  is  also  an 
active,  worthy  member  of  Ark  Lodge  No.  39, 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

Mrs.  Ella  A.  (Henderson'  Perry  was  born 
May  3,  1848.  at  Norwalk.  Ohio,  daughter  of 
Rev.  R.  N.  and  Dorothy  A.  (Smith)  Henderson, 
who  had  but  two  children;  tiie  other,  Fanny, 
born  June  17,  1846.  was  married  January  16, 
1867,  to  Walter  E.  Bell.  Her  maternal  grand- 
parents were  Paul  G.  and  Fanny  Smith,  the 
former  of  whom,  born  July  23.  1788,  in  Lyme, 
Conn.,  went  “west  ” in  early  life,  settling  in 
Norwalk,  Ohio;  he  died  there  November  18,  j 
1836.  Fanny  Smith  was  born  July  1,  1788,  in  i 
East  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  died  March  14.  1868.  in  , 
Norwalk,  Ohio.  They  were  married  March  25,  1 
1809,  and  their  children  were  as  follows:  Fanny  , 
C.,  born  December  22,  1809,  died  October  27, 
•833;  Julia  M.,  born  July  25,  1812.  died  August 
12.  1834;  Laura,  born  July  25,  1814.  died  June 
•5.  1816;  Lauretta,  born  March  3,  1817;  Martha, 
born  July  14,  1819;  Mathew  K.,  born  September  ! 


27,  1821,  died  September  28,  1821;  Dorothy 
Almenia.  born  December  12,  1822.  died  February 

28,  1850  (she  was  married  to  Rev.  R.  N.  Hen- 
derson. March  23,  1843);  Phcebe.  born  June  21, 
1825.  died  June  4,  18 — ; Samuel  P.,  born  De- 
cember 29,  1829.  died  February  8,  1848. 


HENRY  E.  CHICHESTER  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  in  May.  1840. 
Alter  leaving  school  he  engaged  in  farming,  and 
has  always  made  that  his  life  work.  In  politics 
he  has  always  been  a Republican,  but  he  was 
elected,  on  a fusion  ticket,  selectman  of  his  town, 
which  position  he  held  for  many  years,  during 
seven  of  which  he  was  chairman  of  the  board, 
and  he  was  chairnpan  of  the  Republican  County 
committee  (or  sixteen  years.  He  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  for  over  twenty  years,  and 
for  many  years  he  has  been  town  clerk,  both  of 
which  positions  he  holds  at  the  present  time. 
He  was  also  elected  a member  of  the  State  Leg- 
islature for  the  term  1889  to  1892,  and  was 
county  auditor  for  four  years.  At  one  time  he 
was  a member  of  the  Union  Leagnt. 

Mr.  Chichester  married  Miss  Annie  Olinstead. 
of  New  Jersey,  by  whom  he  had  no  children,  and 
after  her  death  he  married  Miss  Marv  Olmstead, 
her  sister;  by  her  he  had  one  child,  Howard. 
The  second  wife  having  died,  he  married  Miss 
Hannah  Ogden,  daughter  of  S.  E.  Ogden,  of 
Wilton,  and  by  her  he  had  one  child,  named 
Sherwood. 

Abraham  Chichester  and  his  brother  Daniel 
removed  from  Long  Island  to  Connecticut  in 
17 — . Abraham  married  a Miss  Stevens,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children — four  sons  and  two 
daughters — viz.:  Abraham,  David.  Nathan, 

Stephen,  Jerusha  and  Martha.  Abraham  studied 
medicine,  settled  at  Wilton,  and  there  practiced 
his  profession  lor  many  years.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Arnold,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  as 
follows:  Abijah.  Abraham,  Samuel,  Hezekiah, 

Aaron.  David,  Phebe,  Polly,  Betsey  and  Susan. 
Stephen  married  Betsey  Reed,  and  settled  in 
New  Canaan,  Conn.  They  had  three  children: 
Harvey.  Harriet  and  Cynthia.  Harvey  married 
Julia  Lockwood.  Harriet  married  William  Green- 
ley.  and  Cynthia  married  Samuel  Dean. 

Aaron  Chichester,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Wilton  in  1792.  and  died  in 
1856.  From  the  time  he  left  the  common 
schools,  in  w’hich  he  received  his  early  educa- 
tion, he  devoted  most  of  his  life  to  farming,  but 
he  served  his  country  in  the  war  of  1812.  Hein- 
vented  a machine  for  working  hat  bodies,  to 
which  he  devoted  considerable  time.  For  his 
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services  in  the  war  of  1812  he  was  given  a large 
tract  of  Western  land.  While  he  gave  but  little 
attention  to  politics,  yet  he  served  his  fellow- 
citizens  in  such  positions  as  selectman  of  his 
town,  and  as  assessor.  He  married  Miss  Betsey 
Edwards,  daughter  of  Justin  Edwards,  of  Bridge- 
port, a prominent  farmer  of  that  place.  To  this 
marriage  there  were  born  the  following  children: 
Henry,  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Nancy,  who 
married  Henry  Benedict,  and  died  January  31, 
1878;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benedict  had  one  child, 
Edith,  who  married  Charles  Bennett,  and  had 
one  child. 

Nathan  Chichester  married  Theodosia  Weed, 
and  settled  in  New  Canaan,  Conn.  He  and  his 
wife  had  seven  children:  Lewis  (who  died 
young),  Sarah,  Clarissa,  Polly,  Marie,  Nancy  and 
one  whose  name  is  not  given.  Lewis  married 
Sophronia  Wood,  by  whom  he  had  one  child, 
Lewis,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight. 
Clarissa  never  married.  Polly  married  David 
Caveny.  Marie  remained  single.  Nancy  mar- 
ried Abram  Hanford. 

David  Chichester  married  and  settled  in  New 
Canaan,  Conn.,  and  by  his  wife  had  eight  chil- 
dren: Enos,  William,  Isaac,  Polly  (1),  Alanson, 

Mary,  Ann  and  Polly  (2).  Enos  married ; 

Isaac  married  Emma  Wakely:  David  married 
Phebe  Lockwood;  Polly  married  Samuel  Dean; 
Alanson  married  Sarah  Weed;  and  Mary  married 
Charles  Lockwood. 

Jerusha  Chichester,  fifth  child  and  eldest 
daughter  of  Abraham  Chichester,  married  a Mr. 
Warren,  by  whom  she  had  two  childreri:  Na- 

thaniel and  Cynthia.  Mr.  Warren  having  died, 
she  then  married  David  Weed,  by  whom  she 
had  one  child,  Betsey.  Martha,  sixth  child  of 
Abraham  Chichester,  married  a Mr.  Warren, 
brother  of  her  sister's  husband,  and  she  had  one 
child,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Warren  having  died,  she 
then  married  Peter  Brown,  by  whom  she  had  the 
following  children:  Polly,  Peter  and  Jerusha. 

Jerusha  married  Benjamin  Webb,  by  whom  she 
had  two  children,  Annie  and  Benjamin. 

Dr.  Abraham  Chichester,  son  of  Abijah,  mar- 
ried Betsey  Olmstead,  and  by  him  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Aaron,  who  married  a Miss 

]ves;  Ira,  who  married  the  widow  of  Aaron; 
Laura,  who  married  a Mr.  Ives;  Betsey,  who 
married  a Mr.  Eaton;  Ann:  Esther,  who  married 
a Mr.  Eaton;  Polly;  and  Abraham,  who  married 
Caroline  Holmes.  Abraham  and  Caroline  Chi- 
chester had  the  following  children:  Lewis,  Steb- 
bins,  Quartus,  John,  Mary.  Emily  and  Betsey. 
Abijah  Chichester  married  twice,  by  his  second 
wife  having  one  child. 

Samuel,  son  of  Dr.  Abraham  Chichester,  mar- 


ried Fannie  Sherman,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren: Maria  and  Martha.  Hezekiah,  son  of 

Dr.  Abraham  Chichester,  married  a widow, 
Maria  Lewis,  and  by  her  had  one  child,  Mary. 
Aaron,  son  of  Dr.  Abraham  Chichester,  married 
Betsey  Edwards,  and  by  her  became  the  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Abraham  Chiches- 
ter, while  studying  medicine  with  the  view  of  be- 
coming a practitioner,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  years. 

David  Chichester  married  Mary  A.  Crandall, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children:  Edward  L.  and 

Mary  A.  The  mother  of  these  children  having 
died,  Mr.  Chichester  then  married  Miss  Eliza 
Ermaw.  After  her  death  he  married  Charlotte 

, by  whom  he  had  two  children,  viz.: 

Rosa  Ann,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy  unnamed. 

Susan  married  George  Benjamin,  by  whom 
she  had  eleven  children:  Frederick,  Theodore, 

two  by  the  name  of  George,  John,  Jane,  Harriet, 
Adeline,  Augusta,  Henry  and  Frank.  Betsey 
Chichester  married  John  Bouton,  and  had  one 
child,  Phebe,  who  never  married.  Polly  Chi- 
chester died  January  10,  1874,  leaving  one  child, 
Cornelius  R.,  who  married  Adeline  Seaman,  and 
by  her  had  three  children,  all  of  whom  died  young. 

Enos  Chichester,  son  of  David,  studied  medi- 
cine and  settled  in  Pottsville,  Penn.,  where  he 
married  Mary  Bushenlin,  by  whom  he  had  five 
children:  John,  Charles,  Mary,  Eliza  and  David. 


*\\Tl7nLL1AM  HAWLEY  JUDD  was  bom  in 
jf'jf  Stamford,  Conn.,  February  10,  1850,  the 
only  son  of  Grant  and  Hannah  (Knapp)  Judd. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  best  schools  of 
his  native  place,  at  one  time  being  under  the 
able  instruction  of  Prof.  Beals,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  commenced  his  business  career  with 
Fox  & St.  John,  lumber  dealers,  in  Stamford, 
Connecticut. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Fox  his  interest 
was  acquired  by  Harvey  Hoyt  in  April,  1868, 
the  business  being  continued  by  St.  John  & Hoyt, 
and  Mr.  Judd  remained  with  the  new  firm  as 
bookkeeper,  salesman  and  manager  until  1878- 
when  he  became  a partner,  the  firm  name  being 
changed  to  St.  John,  Hoyt  & Co.  Early  in  1888 
Mr.  Get  man,  of  Oswego,  N.  Y. , entered  the 
firm,  and  the  name  was  changed  to  Hoyt,  Get- 
man  & Judd.  In  April,  1894,  upon  the  death  of 
Mr.  Hoyt,  the  firm  became  Getman  & Judd,  an 
in  the  spring  of  1897,  when  Mr.  Bogarduswas 
taken  into  partnership,  they  assumed  their  pres- 
ent style,  Getman,  Judd  & Co.  In  addition  to 
his  connection  with  this  concern,  Mr.  Judd** 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  St.  John  Wood 
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Working  Company,  and  vice-president  of  the  On  the  maternal  side  Mr.  Judd  traces  his 
Connecticut  Lumber  Dealers  Association.  He  descent  from  Hezekiah  and  Mary  (Peck)  Knapp, 
is  also  identified  with  the  banking  interests  of  the  former  of  whom  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
Stamford,  being  a director  of  the  Stamford  Trust  army  under  General  Wooster.  His  son,  Luther 
Company,  of  the  Stamford  Savings  Hank  and  of  Knapp,  married  Hannah  Selleck,  daughter  of 
the  Stamford  Safe  Deposit  Comparn.  Although  |oseph  and  Plnebe  (Clocki  Selleck.  Their 
business  cares  have  taken  most  of  his  time  and  daughter.  Hannah  M.  Knapp,  born  June  26, 
attention,  he  served  one  term  as  burgess  of  : 1827,  became  the  wife  of  Grant  Judd.  Thus  it 
Stamford  under  the  borough  government.  Mr.  will  be  seen  that  from  his  ancestors,  both  pater- 
Judd  is  a member  of  the  Church  Club  of  Con-  1 nal  and  maternal,  our  subject  inherits  those 
necticut,  of  the  Republican  Club  of  New  York  t stanch  characteristics  for  which  New  England 
and  the  Suburban  Club  of  Stamford  He  is  a 1 has  always  been  famous, 
man  of  recognized  good  judgment  in  business 
affairs,  and  Stamford  regards  him  as  one  of  her 

most  progressive  and  useful  citizens.  />RMEL  HALL.  It  is  an  indisputable  fact 

On  November  it,  1873,  Mr.  Judd  was  mar-  1 I that  there  are  certain  duties  devolving  upon 
ried,  in  New  York  City,  to  Miss  Anna  Moores,  every  citizen  of  this  broad  land  which  it  would 
daughter  of  Charles  W.  rfnd  Susan  (Mallorvj  be  almost  cowardly  to  shirk.  There  are  men, 
Moores.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judd  are  members  of  St.  who  seeing  these  duties  to  the  State,  faithfully  do 
Andrew’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  Stamford,  of  1 their  part  by  keeping  intelligently  informed  on 
which  Mr.  Judd  has  served  as  vestryman  for  over  ' matters  relating  to  both  theoretical  and  practical 
twenty  years.  1 political  economy,  and  by  using  their  right  of 

On  the  paternal  side  Mr.  Judd's  first  ances-  ! franchise.  Though  they  may  not  seek  office, 
tor  in  America  was  Thomas  Judd,  who  was  born  | yet  when  it  comes  unsought,  it  is  accepted  as  a 
in  England  in  the  year  tbofi,  and  arrived  in  sacred  trust,  and  the  work  appertaining  thereto 
America  in  1635.  In  1636  he  settled  at  C am-  1 is  discharged  with  punctilious  carefulness.  On 
bridge,  Mass.,  and  in  1644  he  removed  to  Larm-  1 such  men  rests  in  no  small  degree  the  substan- 


tngton,  Conn.,  where  he  was  one  of  the  first  1 tiality  of  the  Nation.  Ormel  Hall,  whose  name 
proprietors.  He  was  also  one  of  the  first  depu-  1 opens  this  brief  sketch,  is  a man  in  whom  the 
ties  to  the  General  C ourt,  serving  a?  such  from  i civic  conscience  is  highly  developed,  and  in  the 
1647  to  *679.  From  him  William  Hawley  Judd  I balances  in  which  he  has  been  weighed  he  has 

traces  his  ancestry  m direct  line,  as  follows:  (2)  ! not  been  found  wanting. 

Philip  Judd,  of  Farmington  and  Waterbury,  Mr.  Hall  was  born  October  17,  1845,  a son 
Conn.,  born  in  1649,  married  Hannah  Loomis.  1 of  Zalmon,  who  was  a son  of  Daniel,  who  was  a 
(3i  Philip  Judd,  of  Bethel,  born  in  1673.  (4)  j son  of  Ebenezer,  who  was  a son  of  Samuel  Hall. 

Samuel  Judd,  of  Danbury,  born  at  Bethel  (ctrc.  \ The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  this  country 
1720),  married  Hannah  Knapp.  (5)  Samuel  : was  Francis  Hall,  who  settled  first  in  New  Haven. 
Judd,  Jr.,  born  in  1743  at  Bethel,  lived  for  some  Conn.,  later  removing  to  the  town  of  Stratford, 

years  at  Cornwall,  Conn.,  where  his  death  oc-  I this  county. 

curred;  he  married  Lucy  Hawley.  (6)  Benjamin  Daniel  Hall,  the  grandfather  of  Ormel  Hall, 
Judd,  born  in  1709  at  Bethel,  married  Zilpha  was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  in  August,  1758, 
Williams.  (7)  Hawley  ]udd,  born  September  and  removed  from  Weston  to  Trumbull  in  1804. 
1 3.  1797.  at  Bethel,  married  Eleanor  Williams,  i Farming  was  his  life  work,  and  he  left  an  honor- 
of  Redding.  Connecticut.  i able  record  for  his  dealings  with  ail  men.  He 

(8)  Grant  Judd,  father  of  William  Hawley  ; married  Miss  Jemima  Turney,  of  Weston,  and 
Judd,  was  born  June  29,  1821,  in  Bethel.  In  I they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
1843  he  removed  to  Stamford,  where  he  passed  the  ! Tabitha,  Mabel,  Turney,  Alanson,  Zalmon,  Alben 
remainder  of  his  lift  Fie  was  one  of  the  organ-  and  Benjamin.  In  his  religious  belief  the  father 
izers  of  the  Phn-nix  Carriage  Manufacturing  Com-  l of  these  children  was  a devout  Methodist. 


pany,  of  Stamford,  wfith  which  he  remained 
until  the  company  dissolved.  On  March  26, 1845, 
he  married  Miss  Hannah  M.  Knapp,  and  they  had 
but  one  child,  William  Hawley,  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  sketch.  Grant  Judd  died  in  Janu- 
ary, 1892.  During  his  life  he  was  an  energetic 
and  respected  citizen,  and  from  him  his  son  in- 
herits many  of  his  sterling  characteristics. 


Zalmon  Hall  was  born  in  Weston  June  13, 

I 1795,  and  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  that  town 
1 and  in  Trumbull.  His  entire  life  was  devoted  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  April,  1829,  he  was 
1 united  in  marriage  with  Hannah  M.  Bennett,  who 
| passed  away  in  1865.  Seven  children  were  born 
| of  this  marriage:  Beach  (deceased),  Louise, 

I Bennett  (of  Missouri),  Pauline,  Horace  (of  Ken- 
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tucky),  Clarissa  and  Ormel.  Zalmon  Hall  up- 
held the  principles  of  the  Whig  party,  and 
warmly  advocated  any  measures  tending  to  the 
development  of  higher  morality.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  a communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  1884  his  immortal  spirit  sought  j 
its  last  home.  j 

Ormel  Hall  was  born  October  17,  1845,  and  ' 
passed  his  early  days  in  acquiring  a knowledge  I 
of  the  “three  R’s  in  the  schools  at  Trumbull, 
later  attending  the  Easton  Academy.  He  put 
his  education  to  a practical  test  by  entering  upon 
the  profession  of  a teacher.  In  this  he  met 
with  the  success  that  comes  of  determined  effort. 
The  various  schools  in  which  he  was  employed 
were  located  not  only  in  Fairfield  county,  but 
also  in  Missouri,  New  York  and  Oregon.  He 
finally  gave  up  his  work  as  an  instructor,  and  has 
since  engaged  in  farming.  His  interest  in  the 
cause  of  education  did  not  die  when  he  left  the 
school  room,  but  he  has  ever  since  taken  an 
active  part  in  securing  a good  school  system  and 
competent  teachers.  He  is  now  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education.  In  his  polit- 
ical affiliations  he  is  a supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  in  1879  he  was  elected  as  repre- 
sentative of  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature, 
where  he  was  soon  recognized  as  a conscientious 
worker  for  the  good  of  party.  State  and  Nation. 
He  has  served  his  fellow  townsmen  as  selectman, 
registrar  of  voters  and  in  other  local  offices. 
When  once  he  attempts  anything,  he  is  an  inde- 
fatigable laborer  until  the  end  in  view  is  accom- 
plished. Kindly  in  manner,  just  in  all  dealings, 
he  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  him. 


Ohio;  Jennie  J.  Fulton,  of  New  Haven;  Edgar 
D.,  of  New  York;  and  Lewis  W.,  our  subject. 
The  Booths  date  back  to  the  original  family  that 
came  over  from  England,  settling  in  Stratford, 
Conn.,  and  are  direct  heirs  to  a large  legacy, 
unsuccessful  attempts  were  made  in  previous 
years  to  recover  the  property. 

Lewis  W.  Booth's  education  was  obtained 
chiefly  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
when  eighteen  years  old  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  the  new  home  in  Huntington  town- 
ship. About  a year  and  a half  later  be  went  to 
Derby  to  learn  the  business  of  plumbing  and  tin- 
smithing  with  E.  W.  Peck,  and  on  completing 
his  apprenticeship  he  remained  as  a reguar 
workman.  After  spending  twelve  years  in  the 
establishment  he  purchased  a half-interes  , a 
the  firm  has  ever  since  continued  under  its  pres- 
ent title.  They  occupy  a shop  in  Main  street, 
Derby,  and  enjoy  a large  trade.  As  a “t,z  . 
Mr.  Booth  is  deservedly  held  in  high  esteem, 
his  sound  judgment  has  more  than  once  been 
called  into  the  service  of  the  public.  A 
ent  periods  (about  four  years  in  all)  e 
a member  of  the  borough  board,  and  e 
served  on  the  local  hoard  of  education.  P 
itics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  in  religu °“s.  *all“ 
Congregationalist,  he  and  his  family  being  p 
inent  members  of  the  Church  at  She  on. 

On  September  24,  H 873,  Mr.  Booth i »««J 
Miss  Idella  Crofutt,  of  Stratford,  a flight  ^ 
Samuel  Crofutt,  a native  of  Hu"tmf°?Yj  vears 
wife,  Sarah  J.  (Culver).  For  about  eight  years 

after  his  marriage  Mr.  Booth  made  . daily  to 
Stratford  with  his  wife’s  family.  drl''1  sid  J at 
his  business  in  Derby,  but  he  no* 


LEWIS  W.  BOOTH,  junior  member  of  the 

: well-known  firm  of  E.  W.  Peck  & Co.,  of 

Derby,  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  successful 
business  men  of  that  locality. 

Mr.  Booth  was  born  January  31,  1851,  in  the 
town  of  Trumbull,  this  county,  where  his  family 
has  long  been  prominently  identified  with  agri- 
cultural interests.  Walter  G.  Booth,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  that  town,  and 
for  some  years  of  his  early  manhood  was  engaged 
in  farming  there;  but  about  1869  he  located  upon 
a farm  in  the  southern  part  of  Huntington.  The 
mother,  Elmira  C.  (Beardsley),  is  still  living,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  They  reared  a 
family  of  ten  children — five  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters— all  of  whom  are  living  except  one  daughter, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  They  are  as 
follows:  Electa  J.  Adams,  of  Rhode  Island; 

William  G.;  Samantha  O.  Post;  Mary  D.  Frank- 
lin; Arthur  C.,  of  Shelton;  Frank  H.,  of  Akron, 


SS  in  ueruy,  “*•  — ...  ;on: 

Shelton.  Five  children  have  blessed  th  , 
Fannie  W.;  Stephen  C..  who  df  a fcag  go- 
six  vears;  Clara  E. ; Lewis  S.  an  u]ar  and 
daily,  Mr.  Booth  and  his  wife  are  pop  ^ g 
he  is  a member  of  Ousatonic  g j the 
1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  ‘he  G«nd 

State;  also  of  the  Order  of  the  Gold 
temperance  organization  in  Derby. 

P.  MOSHIER.  who  has : spent  almost  hisw, 
JP1  tire  life  in  Greenwich,  Fair  e _ in  the 

where  he  is  now  successfu  y 8 Thorough- 
livery  business,  is  a self-made  m ■ hisentire 
1 ness  and  persistency  have  clharac'^Dlemented  by 
I business  career,  and  have  been  P ^ bonorable 
1 careful  attention  to  details,  an  gained  biro 

I and  straightforward  effort  that  utation. 
i a most  excellent  and  enviable  rep  Cobl  No- 
i Mr.  Moshier  was  born  at  North  Cos  A. 
I vember  15,  1854,  and  is  a 


Shelton,  rive  ennui en  — -----  , e ot 

F.nni.  W.;  S.eph.o  C who  d,ri  ■ c '&. 
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Moshier,  in  whose  sketch  will  be  found  a history 
of  their  ancestors.  To  a limited  extent  he  at- 
tended the  district  schools  of  Bingletown  and 
Cos  Cob.  but  his  educational  advantages  were 
meager,  Leaving  home  at  the  age  of  eleven 
vears,  he  went  to  work  for  W illiam  H M ead, 
receiving  only  his  board  in  compensation  for  his 
services  After  a year  with  that  gentleman,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Lyman  Mead,  a farmer, 
who  paid  him  $40  the  first  year,  and  gave  him 
a small  raise  each  year  thereafter,  allowing  him 
at  the  same  time  to  attend  school  during  the 
winter  season.  Later  Mr.  Moshier  worked  as 
coachman  for  Moses  Christy,  at  Greenwich,  for 
two  \<ars,  and  was  similarly  employed  by  Col. 
H.  \V.  K.  Hoyt,  of  the  same  place,  until  he  em- 
barked in  the  livery  business  on  his  own  account. 
February  22.  1878.  From  his  savings  he  pur- 
chased a team  of  horses,  and  in  a small  barn  on 
Putnam  amiue,  Greenwich,  fie  began  business. 
Later  fie  tented  a barn  on  Greenwich  avenue, 
and  kept  increasing  his  stock  from  time  to  time 
as  his  business  demanded  and  his  financial  re- 
sources allowed,  until  he  now  keeps  trom  eight- 
een to  twenty-five  horses.  In  1802  he  erected 
his  present  large  and  modern  barn  on  Greenwich 
avenue,  which  is  well  equipped  with  everything 
needed  in  his  line  of  business,  in  all  representing 
an  expenditure  of  nearly  J 20.000.  He  is  a man 
of  excellent  horsemanship,  is  a good  judge  of 
horses,  and.  being  the  leading  liveryman  of  Green- 
wich, he  enjoys  an  immense  business. 

In  New  York  City,  Mr.  Moshier  was  married 
December  8,  1876,  to  Miss  Margatetta  E.  Mull- 
eney,  who  was  born  May  7.  1857,  in  the  town  of 
Knersdown,  County  Sligo.  Ireland,  a daughter 
of  Jeremiah  Mulleneyand  his  second  wife.  Beat- 
rice (O'Dowd,.  The  father,  a native  of  Dublin. 
Ireland,  was  a large  wholesale  merchant  of  that 
place,  and  ow  ned  valuable  farming  land  near  that 
city.  He  was  one  of  the  wealthy  and  influential 
citizens  of  that  locality,  but  afterward  sold  his 
mercantile  interests  in  Dublin  and  removed  to 
Sligo,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1802.  Being 
very  liberal,  and  having  lived  very  extravagant- 
ly. his  fortune  was  much  reduced,  and  what  was 
left  was  taken  by  his  first  wife's  children.  The 
children  born  of  the  second  marriage  were:  Ann, 
now  Mrs.  Michael  Donough,  of  Newark.  N.  J.; 
Beatrice,  wife  of  John  Critabley.  of  the  same 
place;  Dommick,  a well-to-do  citizen  of  Mel- 
bourne. Australia,  where  he  owns  several  valua- 
ble hotels:  Thomas,  also  a resident  of  Newark, 
^ J.;  Mrs.  Moshier;  and  Jeremiah,  a police  cap- 
tain of  Newark.  The  mother  reared  her  family 
as  best  she  could,  caring  for  them  until  they  be- 
came self  supporting.  She  died  in  Newark,  N. 


1 J.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  At  the  age 
I of  eleven  years  Mrs.  Moshier  started  for  the 
! United  States,  going  direct  to  Newark,  N.  J., 

1 where  she  lived  with  an  older  sister  for  two 
1 years,  and  then  was  employed  as  a domestic  in 
: that  city  and  in  Greenwich.  Conn.,  until  her 
1 marriage,  working  for  a time  for  the  Rev.  Charles 
j R Treat.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moshier  have  two  chil- 
I dren.  Anna  E.  and  James  Franklin  Pierce,  both 
I at  home. 

Politically,  Mr.  Moshier  is  a stanch  Repub- 
' lican,  but  has  never  sought  office.  He  now  owns 
j half  of  the  old  homestead  at  North  Cos  Cob  in 
; connection  with  his  brother,  S.  A.  Moshier.  He 
' is  an  accommodating  man  and  good  citizen,  one 
I who  commands  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
| know  him. 


ElWlGHT  M.  BANKS,  one  of  the  most  pro- 
* gressive  and  successful  agriculturists  of  Fair- 
field  county,  is  the  owner  of  a beautiful  farm 
near  Greenfield  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  his 
resilience  commanding  a charming  view  of  the 
Sound  with  shores  of  Long  Island  in  the  distance. 
His  methods  of  farm  management  show  deep 
scientific  knowledge  combined  with  sound  prac- 
tical judgment,  and  the  results  show  that  “high- 
class  " farming  as  an  occupation  can  be  made 
profitable  as  well  as  pleasant. 

Mr.  Banks  was  born  March  14,  1847,  on  a 
farm  adjoining  his  present  homestead,  and  is  a 
member  of  a prominent  family  of  Fairfield  town- 
ship. A biography  of  his  parents,  Hezekiah  and 
Abby  (Williams)  Banks,  appears  elsewhere,  with 
a history  of  the  earlier  generations.  During  his 
boyhood  Mr.  Banks  attended  for  a time  a public 
school  at  Greenfield  Hill,  Miss  Nancy  Perry  be- 
ing his  first  teacher,  and  among  other  instructors 
there  he  especially  remembers  Horace  Wheeler 
and  Park  Hill.  After  completing  the  course  of- 
fered in  the  public  school,  he  pursued  more  ad- 
vanced studies  in  a school  conducted  by  Rev. 
Marcus  Burr  at  Greenfield  Hill.  Being  reared 
as  a farmer  boy  he  was  trained  under  his  father's 
able  guidance  in  the  best  methods  of  agricultural 
work,  and  the  skill  and  knowledge  thus  acquired 
have  been  since  used  to  good  advantage.  He  re- 
mained at  home,  assisting  his  father,  until  1869, 
when  he  went  to  Warrensburg.  Johnson  county, 
Mo.,  and  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account, 
but  later  he  returned  home  at  the  request  of  his 
parents  and  took  charge  of  the  homestead.  In 
1887  he  became  the  owner  of  his  present  farm, 
upon  which  he  has  made  many  improve- 
ments. hts  tasteful  and  commodious  residence 
and  other  buildings  having  been  erected  by 
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him.  As  a citizen  he  is  much  esteemed,  his  hon- 
esty and  uprightness  winning  the  respect  of  all 
classes  in  the  community,  while  financially  he 
ranks  among  the  substantial  men  of  the  town- 
ship. While  he  is  not  a politician,  he  is  a strong 
Republican,  taking  much  interest  in  the  success 
of  his  party.  So  far  as  local  administration  is 
concerned  he  desires  to  see  good  men  in  office, 
irrespective  of  party  ties,  and  as  his  fellow-citi- 
zens share  that  wish  he  was  chosen  by  them  to 
fill  the  responsible  position  of  treasurer  of  the 
town  deposit  fund,  which  he  held  for  some  time. 

In  1 888  Mr.  Banks  married  Miss  Martha  L. 
Wheeler,  daughter  of  K.  M.  Wheeler,  of  Easton,  I 
now  of  Greenfield  Hill,  this  county,  and  a mem-  | 
ber  of  one  of  the  best  families  of  that  locality.  I 
Mr.  Banks  and  his  wife  are  prominent  socially, 
and  are  leading  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Greenfield  Hill.  He  has  always  con- 
tributed generously  to  the  work  of  the  society, 
giving  both  of  his  time  and  means,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Church  committee  he  has  done 
valuable  work.  For  years  he  served  in  the  Sun- 
day-school as  teacher  or  superintendent,  and 
since  1892  he  has  held  the  office  of  deacon  in  the 
Church. 


practice  of  his  profession,  which  has  steadily  in- 
creased until  it  extends  over  a large  field,  includ- 
ing the  cities  of  Derby  and  Ansonia,  the  town  of 
Huntington  and  neighboring  localities.  During 
the*  earlier  years  of  his  practice  he  resided  in 
Derby,  but  in  1891  he  purchased  the  Ruggles 
homestead  in  Shelton,  took  up  his  residence  in 
that  borough,  and  has  since  maintained  two 
offices,  the  one  in  Derby,  the  other  in  Shelton- 
being  prominently  identified  with  both  municipal- 
ities. He  is  a member  of  the  Fairfield  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society 
and  the  American  Medical  Association.  The 
marked  professional  success  and  high  social 
position  which  Dr.  Randall  has  attained  come 
only  to  one  who,  possessed  of  good  natural  ability 
supplemented  with  excellent  preparatory  training, 
pursues  with  unselfish  and  indefatigable  devotion 
his  life  work.  Though  now  reaping  the  harvest 
of  years  of  patient  toil  and  study,  he  is  not  con- 
tent to  rest  on  present  acquisitions;  but  ever  on 
the  alert  to  bring  into  his  service  the  most  ap- 
proved methods  and  the  latest  contributions  ol 
science  to  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine. 
While  having  thus  gained  an  enviable  reputation 
as  a skillful  physician  and  surgeon  in  the  field  of 
| general  practice,  he  has  been  remarkably  success- 
I ful  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  nose, 


WILLIAM  S.  RANDALL,  M.  D.,  though  j throat  and  ear,  having  been  connected  as  an 
a comparatively  young  man,  has  by  loyal  f assistant  with  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  ln- 
devotion  to  the  practice  of  his  profession  placed  I firmarv  of  New  York  City.  Many  insurance 

himself  among  the  foremost  physicians  in  the  1 companies  and  organizations  have  chosen  him  as 

field  of  his  labor  in  this  part  of  Connecticut.  medical  examiner,  thus  testifying  to  their  confi- 

Born  in  Brookfield,  this  State,  August  5,  1861,  dence  in  him  both  as  a physician  and  a man  of 
a son  of  the  late  Charles  W.  Randall,  a success-  integrity. 

ful  business  man  of  Shelton  and  Derby,  and  Eliz-  Though  not  a politician,  in  the  sense  of  an 
abeth  (Ruggles),  he  came  at  an  early  age  to  reside  office-seeker,  Doctor  Randall’s  political  friends 
in  Southbury,  and  afterward  in  Huntington.  He  have  wisely  recognized  in  him  a strong  leader, 
received  his  preparatory  education  in  the  public  and  whenever  nominated  to  any  office  by  the 
schools  of  that  town  and  those  of  Derby,  Conn.,  Democratic  party,  with  which  he  has  been identi- 
and  then  began  a course  of  instruction  at  Yale  fied,  he  has  always  received  the  hearty  support 
College,  graduating  from  the  scientific  depart-  of  his  fellow  citizens,  drawing  to  himself  more 
ment  of  that  University  in  the  class  of  ’83.  im-  | than  the  party  vote.  Among  local  incumbencies 
mediately  thereafter  entering  the  medical  school  I which  he  has  filled  are  those  of  chairman  of  the 
connected  with  that  institution,  where  he  pursued  committee  of  the  Ferry  school  district,  for  a 
the  study  of  medicine  for  a period  of  one  year,  period  of  two  years,  and  health  officer  of  the 
Later  he  completed  his  professional  course  in  the  town  of  Huntington,  a position  which  he  has 
Coliege  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Columbia  held  continuously  since  1893.  In  1S92  he  was 
College,  N.  Y. , graduating  therefrom  in  1885.  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  as  the  Repre- 
Soon  after,  having  been  appointed  on  the  staff  of  sentative  fiom  the  town  of  Huntington,  defeat- 
physicians  at  the  New  Haven  Hospital,  he  held  ing  in  his  campaign  for  that  office  the  Hon.  Allan 
the  . position  of  house  physician  and  surgeon  W.  Paige,  the  Republican  candidate  and  at  the 
therein  from  December,  1 885,  to  November,  1 886.  time  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Thus  fully  equipped,  with  a scientific  and  medi-  While  in  the  Legislature  Doctor  Randall  was  a 
cal  training  at  the  colleges,  supplemented  with  member  of  the  School  Fund  committee,  also 
the  practical  experience  in  hospital  service,  he  clerk  of  the  committee  on  Public  Health.  Only 
located  in  Derby,  Conn.,  in  1886,  and  began  the  his  loyalty  to  his  chosen  profession  has  prevented 
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him  horn  appearing  more  conspicuously  in  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  public  affairs.  Among  the  laws  which 
ate  largely  attributable  to  his  legislative  work 
are  the  Medical  Practice  Act.  and  an  Act  con- 
cerning county  and  town  health  officers,  for 
which  his  professional  brethren  will  do  him  grate- 
ful honor. 

Doctor  Randall  ts  a member  of  King  Hiram 
Lodge,  and  many  of  the  higher  Masonic  bodies, 
including  Hamilton  Cornrnandery.  Knights  Tern- 
par.  He  is  also  a member  of  Pyramid  Temple, 
Order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Vet  with  all  his 
varied  interests  in  the  business  world,  and  in  act- 
ive practice,  he  still  finds  time  lor  the  cultivation 
of  the  higher  educational  and  religious  life  of  the 
community,  being  a director  of  the  Plumb  Memo- 
rial Library,  and-  a cheerful  supporter  of  the 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd. 

Doctor  Randall  was  married  September  7, 
1887.  to  Miss  Hattie  L.  Deers,  a charming  lady 
of  culture  and  refinement,  daughter  of  the  late 
Daniel  G.  Deers,  of  Brookfield.  Conn.,  and  two 
bright  children,  Harold  Deers  Randall,  born 
March  12.  1889.  and  Helen  Starr  Randall,  horn 
December  30,  1892,  give  the  joy  of  childhood  to 
their  pleasant  home. 


CHARLES  W.  HODGES.  one  of  the  pros- 
perous and  most  prominent  citizens  of  New 
( anaan.  Fairfield  county,  has  been  a resident  of 
that  place  for  about  fifty  \ears.  and  during  that 
tune  has  proved  himself  a valuable  citizen.  He 
"as  born  on  his  father's  farm  in  the  town  of  New 
Canaan  on  August  2.  184c 

Janies  Hodges,  grandfather  of  Charles  \Y., 
"as  a resident  of  Georgetown,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  where  he  followed  his  trade,  that  of  shoe- 
maker. He  married  a Miss  Ratterson.  Their 
son.  William  Hodges,  was  born  in  Georgetown, 
and  when  a hoy  went  to  the  district  school  there 
and  at  New  Canaan.  Under  the  father's  tuition 
he  learned  the  trade  of  shotmaking,  which  he 
followed  for  many  years,  but  finally,  having  re- 
moved to  New  Canaan,  he  commenced  farming 
there  on  a tract  of  land  in  Carter  Street.  Here 
he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  the  year 
He  was  a member  of  the  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance, and  an  ardent  believer  in  the  principles 
that  order.  In  Ridgefield.  Conn.,  he  married 
Miss  Esther  Burt,  by  whom  he  had  five  children, 
namely:  Augustus,  who  is  a resident  of  Nash- 

villt,  Tenn. ; James  L.,  now  deceased;  Charles 
K . deceased  in  infancy  ; Charles  \V. ; and  Nancy 
Ida,  who  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Keeler. 

During  his  youth  Charles  \V.  Hodges  at- 


tended the  country  district  and  village  schools  of 
New  Canaan,  acquiring  a good  ordinary  educa- 
tion. Like  his  erandfather  and  father,  he  became 
a shoemaker,  learning  the  trade  at  home,  where 
he  also  continued  to  work  for  a while,  engaging 
especially  in  shoe  fitting.  For  the  past  ten 
years  he  has  been  under  contract  with  the 
"Benedict  Company,  shoe  manufacturers,  to  do 
their  shoe  fittings,  providing  his  own  ma- 
terial and  hiring  his  own  help,  which  at 
the  present  time  consists  of  eleven  employes. 
Though  this  business  naturally  requires  con- 
siderable personal  attention  Mr.  Hodges  has 
been  interested  financially  along  several  other 
lines,  and  he  has  also  found  time  to  devote  to 
public  service,  in  which  he  has  shown  his  ability 
and  public  spirit  in  the  promotion  of  all  enter- 
prises which  he  believes  are  for  the  good  of  his 
community,  lending  his  aid  and  influence  espec- 
ially to  all  progressive  movements.  He  has 
been  elected  to  the  offices  of  burgess  of  the  vil- 
lage and  town  assessor,  and  has  discharged  the 
duties  thus  imposed  upon  him  in  a most  satisfac- 
tory manner  to  all  concerned.  He  has  met  with 
deserved  success  in  his  business  affairs,  and  has 
accumulated  considerable  property,  at  present 
owning  thirteen  houses  in  New  Canaan. 

Mr.  Hodges  was  married  June  20.  t866,  in 
New-  Canaan,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Searles,  and  they 
have  had  three  daughters:  Mary  Esther,  who 

is  the  wife  of  Edward  Ru  ledge,  of  New  Canaan; 
Nettie  May;  and  Carrie  Elizabeth  (Mrs  Francis 
E.  Gieen,.  The  family  attend  the  M.  E.  Church 
at  NewCanaan,  of  which  Mr.  Hodges  is  at  pres- 
ent a trustee.  Fraternally,  is  a member  in  good 
standing  of  Wooster  Lodge  No.  37,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; 
of  Commodore  Ferry  Council,  O.  U.  A.  M., 
and  of  the  Order  of  Red  Men 


SAMUEL  GRUMMAN,  a leading  merchant  of 
Darien,  has  won  his  success  by  continued 
application  to  his  chosen  line  of  effort,  and  an 
1 ambitious  youth  may  find  in  this  fact  a helpful 
I suggestion.  Beginning  in  boyhood  as  a clerk, 
Mr.  Grumman  has  steadily  made  his  way  toward 
an  independent  position  in  the  mercantile  world. 

! instead  of  turning  to  various  occupations  in  the 
hope  of  finding  a short  cut  to  fortune,  and  his 
persistence  has  been  rewarded  by  a handsome 
' competence  and  a high  standing  in  business 
< circles. 

Mr.  Grumman  was  born  in  1850  in  New  York 
: State,  the  son  of  Josiah  N.  and  Mary  (Haves) 

' Grumman.  His  father,  who  is  now  living  in 
retirement  at  South  Norwalk  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
I four,  was  born  in  Ridgefield,  this  county,  and  for 
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some  years  of  his  early  life  followed  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade  there,  but  ’afterward  engaged  in 
the  business  of  shirt  manufacturing.  In  1872  he 
removed  to  South  Norwalk,  and  continued  in 
business  until  1896,  when  he  retired.  His  esti- 
mable wife,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  is 
now  seventy-six  years  of  age.  Our  subject  was 
the  younger  of  two  children,  the  elder  being 
Julia  M.,  wife  of  John  H.  Knapp,  of  South 

Norwalk.  . , , 

Samuel  Grumman  had  but  limited  educa- 
tional advantages  in  boyhood,  his  district-school 
course  being  supplemented  by  one  year  in  a I 
private  school ; but  he  made  the  best  of  his  oppor- 
tunities.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  secured  a I 
position  as  clerk  in  a store  at  Ridgefield.  Conn.,  J 
and  in  February,  1871,  he  went  to  Darien  to 
take  a similar  situation  with  M.  S.  & J.  C. 
Mather,  general  merchants.  Sowell  did  he  per- 
form his  duties  that  after  ten  years  he  was  taken 
into  partnership,  acquiring  a one-half  interest  in  I 
the  business.  The  firm  carries  a large  stock  of  1 
general  merchandise,  and  their  excellent  man- 
agement has  gained  for  them  an  ever  expanding  j 
custom  and  an  enviable  popularity.  In  politics 
Mr.  Grumman  has  always  been  a Democrat,  as 
he  is  a consistent  foe  to  monopolies  of  every  sort; 
but  he  has  never  taken  an  active  part  in  public 
life,  preferring  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to 
his  business. 

In  1873  Mr.  Grumman  married  Miss  Emma 
F.  Williams,  of  Darien.  They  are  both  mem- 
bers of  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Church  at  Noroton, 
Conn. , and  for  some  years  past  he  has  held  office 
in  same  as  clerk  and  vestryman.  Socially,  they 
are  prominent,  and  he  belongs  to  theF.  & A.  M., 
at  South  Norwalk,  Connecticut. 


follows:  Fanny  married  William  Rundle,  and 

died  in  Stanwich;  Edward,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work,  died  in  northern  Indiana; 
Joseph  is  the  father  of  our  subject;  Benjamin 
married  Clarissa  Sackett,  and  died  in  Cos  Cob, 
Sarah  married  Deacon  Joel  Wright  ?,nd,  dled ‘d 
Michigan;  Samantha  married  David  Hobby,  and 
died  in  Middle  Patent.  N Y.;  Deborah . mame 
R.  R.  Finch,  and  died  in  Peekskill,  N.  Y. , Platt 
married  Maria  Close,  and  died  in  Stanwich;  and 
Edmund  Burke  died  when  a young  man,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Congregational  cemetery  at  Green 

W1C Joseph  Brush  was  reared  as  a farmer  toy  in 
Stanwich  until  fourteen  years  o a6®’  „ ^ 

went  to  live  with  his  Grandfather  Reynolds mNtn 

Cos  Cob,  remaining  with  him  until  he  ® 
the  age  of  twenty.  He  then -taught schoo to. 
I time  in  North  Greenwich  and  also  '« 

| About  1820  he  formed  a partnership  -s 

I R.  Finch,  as  dealers  in  dry  goods  and  g r 
and  they  also  became  the  Plon«*r  ™ h ? own 

at  Cos  Cob.  slaughtenng^trie  ^t^r 


at  Eos  Eon,  siaug.iic....6  — rnnntries. 

-» ■»  * 


This  business  Mr.  musn  wm---  - ' duct- 
tired  from  active  labor,  and  1 He  was 

ed  by  his  sons,  Amos  and  benjamin, 
married  March  18,  1823,  to  Sarah  A.  »»«“■ 
was  born  in  the  village  of  Greenwich  J J 
,803,  a daughter  of  Richard  and  Rachel  f ^ 
Mead.  Her  paternal  Mead  (*)• 

Mead,  the  seventh  son  of  E djed  May, 

who  was  born  October  25,1  9 • d Sarah 

<}7i-  The  children  bon,  » 


rn  in  the  village  01  (Mead) 

daughter  of  Richard  an  ^ Amos 

r Mead 
died  M 
1 and  Sa 

A.' (Mead)  Brush  were  as  fohmvs:  t£e 'eldest; 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewb®r’  was  a mer- 
I Richard,  born  February  25.  '“%ore  D„  bom 
1 chant  and  died  in  Cos  Cob’  FH  beth  S„  born 
■ I March  2,  1827,  died  young^Elz  ^ ^ ]anies 

QEORGE  W.  BRUSH,  a well  known  citizen  I February  26, ,,829-  '*  theoJ  Greenwich;  Ben ja- 
of  Cos  Cob.  is  one  of  Fairfield  county’s  na-  I H.  Hoyt  and ■ * * ,830.  died  on  the  sa 

tive  sons,  and  a representative  of  two  of  her  most  1 mm  J..  born  Augu  ^ ig32  of  scar 

prominent  and  honored  families,  whose  idenlifi-  I day  as  is  ro  December  19,  1 ^3 1 > • j,. 

cation  with  her  history  dates  from  an  early  ! fever;  Mary  L.._born  ^ ^ GreenW.cIt, 

period.  He  was  born  at  Cos  Cob  June  19,  1840, 
a son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  A.  (Mead)  Brush. 

Joseph  Brush  was  born  in  Stanwich,  Fairfield 
county,  August  3,  1792.  a son  of  Benjamin  and 
Samantha  (Reynolds)  Brush,  and  grandson  of 
Edward  Brush,  who  was  one  of  two  brothers  that 
came  from  Long  Island  to  Fairfield  county  about 
1700,  and  were  the  progenitors  of  the  family  in 
this  section  of  the  State.  Benjamin  Brush,  our 
subject’s  grandfather,  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  made  his  home  in  Stanwich.  Both  he  1 the  wile  ot  "r"  mother  ten  •ve*I,°ationa| 

and  his  wife  are  buried  in  the  Congregational  ! father  died  in  1 7 ■ t jn  the  Congr  b 
cemetery  at  Greenwich.  Their  children  were  as  i and  both  were  lai 


Deceniuci  - 

, ried  Lewis  L.  Howe  and  d'cd  '^33,  lives  i» 
! Joseph  E.  B„  born  February  7.  « * 

i Cos  Cob;  Emily  C„  born  M*y  J*  NeW  York 
idow  of  Henry  Mead,  and  live  ^ a butcli 


the 


widow  of  Henry  Mean,  6 waSaD 

Benjamin  P.,  born  October  2.  1 3 • born  May 
er,  and  died  in  Greenwich  Stella^  q( 

22,  1838,  is  the  wife  of  James  ^ ^ ngj[t  in  order 


>s  next.,n0„W 


Hill ; George  W„  of  this  sketch 
of  birth;  Julia  E born  April  ”'ber  23, 

and  Catharine  C.,  born  5 ,P  f Greenwich-  J 

■he  wiie  oi  Rob««  Wells'; 
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Church  cemetery  at  Greenwich.  They  were 
leading  members  of  the  Church,  took  an  active 
part  in  its  work,  and  were  liberal  contributors 
toward  the  erection  of  the  house  of  worship. 
The  father  was  the  contractor  of  the  first  Epis- 
copal church  built  at  Greenwich.  He  started 
out  in  hie  lor  Imnsclf  in  limited  circumstances, 
but  by  industry,  perseverance  and  good  manage-  i 
ment,  he  was  able  to  leave  his  family  a comfort- 
able competence.  For  several  years  he  served 
as  township  clerk  and  justice  of  the  peace,  and, 
as  he  poss<  ssed  an  excellent  knowledge  of  law, 
his  opinions  were  always  respected  by  the  law-  ; 
vers  trying  cases  under  him.  Being  a good  pen- 
man. he  at  one  time  was  employed  to  copy  the  ! 
tax  list,  when  the  work  was  more  laborious  than  ! 
at  pitsent,  but  he  received  only  in  payment.  t 
though  to-day  $200  is  given  for  the  same  work. 
During  his  vounger  years  he  was  very  active,  and 
his  prowess  as  a wrestler  was  known  far  and  I 
wide.  • He  was  never  thrown  in  a fair  wrestling  1 
contest.  , 

At  the  age  of  four  years  George  W.  Brush 
began  his  education  in  the  district  school  at  Cos  j 
Cob,  later  attended  the  Greenwich  Academy,  i 
then  under  the  direction  of  Philander  Button,  : 
who  tried  to  prevail  upon  our  subject  to  enter 
college,  as  he  recognized  his  ability  as  a student.  I 
He  also  took  up  the  study  of  French  in  a private  * 
school  at  Greenwich,  taught  by  Louis  Howe,  f 
When  his  s<  hool  days  were  over  he  entered  his  , 
father  s store  at  Cos  Cob,  where  he  remained  | 
until  twenty  years  of  age.  For  some  years  he 
was  interested  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business 
in  New  York  City,  in  connection  with  the  firms  ' 
of  Mead  A'  Co.  and,  later.  Mead.  Lacy  & Co.,  | 
on  Water  street.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  had 
commanded  the  boat  " Stella  ” for  one  war  dur-  | 
inp  the  temporary  illness  of  the  captain,  and  on  i 
his  return  to  Cos  Cob  he  engaged  in  the  market  I 
vessel  business  as  captain  of  the  ••  Gratitude  " j 
and  the  •■Stella."  While  thus  employed  he  s 
sold  hay  for  as  much  as  $55  per  ton.  Later  he  I 
had  an  ofnee  in  New  York,  and  did  a general  1 
brokerage  business.  ' 

In  1876  Mr.  Brush  wedded  Miss  Mary  J.  | 
Fithian,  of  Brooklyn,  a daughter  of  David  Fith-  1 
tan,  a well-known  man  and  politician  of  that 
■city.  For  some  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  1 
Brush  resided  in  Brooklyn,  and  then  returned  to 
Cos  Cob,  where  he  still  makes  his  home.  He  j 
has  been  harbor  master  at  that  place  since  the 
office  was  established,  having  supervision  of  the  ' 
coast  from  Port  Chester,  N.  V.,  to  Stamford,  ' 
Conn.  He  is  also  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  j 
of  Greenwich,  and  tries  about  all  of  the  civil  1 
cases  tn  the  town.  He  has  been  registrar  of  I 


votes  forseveral  years,  and  president  of  the  board 
of  health  for  some  time,  and  the  duties  of  all  of 
these  positions  he  has  discharged  with  prompt- 
ness and  fidelity.  He  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the 
community,  and  his  advice  is  often  sought  on 
political  questions.  His  long  service  in  various 
official  capacities  has  given  him  a very  wide  ac- 
quaintance, and  he  has  a host  of  friends  wherever 
known. 


BF.  FERRIS,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and 
gardeners  residing  at  Sound  Beach,  Fair- 
field  county,  has  spent  his  entire  life  there,  and 
since  commencing  his  business  career  he  has  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  Feins  was  born  June  24,  1854.  and  is  a 
son  of  Abel  and  Anpeline  J.  (Knapp)  Ferris,  also 
farming  people.  The  father  was  born  in  Green- 
wich township,  and  for  many  years  lived  at 
Sound  Beach,  where  he  erected  a residence,  mak- 
ing it  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest  when 
past  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was  twice 
married,  and  his  second  wife,  the  mother  of  out 
subject,  survived  him  for  some  time.  The  re- 
mains of  both  were  interred  in  the  Congrega- 
tional cemetery,  of  which  Church  they  were  faith- 
ful  members.  The  father  was  quite  successful 
in  his  farming  operations,  and  left  considerable 
property.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  one  son. 
Frelinghuysen,  now  proprietor  of  the  "Stamford 
House  " at  Stamford,  and  by  his  second  union  he 
had  two  children:  Emelina,  now  Mrs.  Charles 

P.  Waterbury,  of  Stamford;  and  B.  F.,  of  this 
review. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  B.  F.  Ferris 
attended  the  Sound  Beach  school,  and  among  his 
first  teachers  were  Miss  Duf!  and  Mrs.  Quintard. 
He  is  well  pleased  with  the  great  improvements 
made  in  the  schools  in  later  years.  Reared  at 
Sound  Beach,  he  well  remembers  when  only  a 
few  houses  were  scattered  along  the  shore,  where 
now  are  many  and  very  costly  homes.  He  built 
his  own  residence  at  this  place,  and  in  addition 
owns  another  dwelling  there  and  a small  farm, 
on  which  he  is  extensively  engaged  in  gardening. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  Mr.  Ferris 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  A.  Ruth  Brady, 
who  was  born  in  Goldenbridge,  N.  Y.,  August 
10,  i860,  a daughter  of  Simeon  and  Mary  A. 
(Steele)  Brady,  ol  Goldenbridge,  N.  Y.  Her 
father  now  makes  his  home  in  Easton,  Md. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferris  have  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren: Maud  1..  who  graduated  from  Merrill  s 

Business  College,  at  Stamford,  in  1895;  Charles 
F. , who  is  attending  the  Greenwich  schools, 
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George  E..  also  in  school:  and  Emma  A.,  at 

home*  The  parents  are  both  con-stent  mern.  head  0(  Bible  street.  He  and  his  wife, 

bers  of  the  First  Congregational  Ch urch . andin  at  h ^ ninety-two  at  her  decease  are 

politics  Mr.  Ferris  is  , denuded  with  the | R«P«b-  h Sound  Beach.  Mr.  Palmer  was  a Dem- 

lican  party.  He  is  a quiet,  unassuming  man.  bune<la  sentiment. 

whose  word  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond  ocr  P B Palrner,  father  of  the  gentleman 
and  he  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  and  ^ ngme  introduces  these  lines  was  born 

valued  citizens  of  his  community.  in  Greenwich  township,  in  the 

paurn.i  home  ..  the  h,.d  o,  Bible  .,«>■ 

T3EN1  AMIN  F.  PALMER,  one  of  the  most  here  grew  to  ™“"g°°jme  in  the  wire  mills  at 

JJ  successful  oystermen  along  Long  Isla nd  ^P°^s  then  ca|)ed  Dumpling  P°"d-  « a 
Sound,  in  Greenwich  township,  Fairfield  Co.,  and  )ater  he  began  the  oyster  busines.. 

Conn.,  is  a prominent  and  highly  re?Pe^te<|,c£!’  fn  thich  he  continued  during  the  ^mamder 
zen  of  Sound  Beach,  where  he  has  lived  all  his  in  wmen  however,  he  enlisted  m the 

life,  having  been  born  here  April  27,  >853,  son  gs  hfe.  ^ q(  Company  C, 

of  Isaac  B.  and  Armenia  (Jones)  Palmei_  ¥ tv-eig'hth  Regiment  Connecticut  Volunteer  . 

The  first  of  the  Palmer  family  in  Fairfield  Twenty  ergnin  & servgd  thirteen  months, 
county  was  William  Palmer,  who  came  here  be-  for  nine  rao  . d h onnecticut  Regiment, 
fore  his  marriage  and  located  in  Greenwich  town-  re-enhs  ing  m ^X*mmand  he  was.  taken 
ship  between  High  Ridge  and  Long  Ridge.  His  While  tn  th  1 one-half  months  in 

wife  was  from  Mianus.  this  county,  and  they  prisoner  sp^^“  all  the  hardsh.ps  an 

were  married  in  New  York,  but  they  spent  their  Rebel _ prnom ; ^ brave  men  succumbed 

wedded  life  in  Mianus  with  the  exception  of  a borrors  wh  J five  feet>  seven  and  one 

short  period  when  they  resided  in  Newburgh.  N.  to  Mr  Pa  hei  ht  and  weighed  ordinanly 
Y.  Mr.  Palmer  was  employed  on  a boat  run-  half  inches  ^ ndSj  but  when  he  cam 

ning  between  Mianus  and  New  York,  and  also  to  rom  45  djscharge  he  weighed  only  ni  . 

Hudson  river  points,  and  while  in  Newburgh  he  h«  f r ll  5r  his  business  as  soo 

followed  the  same  vocation.  l Poundf’  h”e,np  the  sloop  ••Arietta,”  and  " 

William  Palmer,  son  of  the  above,  was  the  possib  e,  > number  of  years  with  very 
grandfather  of  B.  F.  Palmer,  and  was  born  near  tinned  it  for  a number^  ^ ^ he  owned  the 
Long  Ridge,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Green-  factory  succe  B ^ pa]mer  passed  **^ 
wich  township.  He  married  Elizabeth  Ferris,  sloop  - was  ]afd  to  res  a 

also  a native  of  Greenwich  township,  who  was  a December,  188  , Hg  was  original 

daughter  of  Solomon  and  Mary  (Marshall)  Fer-  ceme  ery  . but  during  his  la  e ' s 

ris,  and  they  settled  at  the  head  of  Bible  street  democrat  n pol.ucs  ^ though  he  wa 

living  at  first  in  a small,  roughly-constructed  he  was  a . stan  , tQPk  a deep  interest  i«  P • 
house,  which  was  improved  and  added  to  as  his  no  poll  regular  voter.  He  . ict 

means  allowed.  Nine  children  blessed  their  affairs,  an  jn  schooi  matters  >n  his  a je(j 

union,  viz.:  Sands,  who  died  in  Cos  Cob,  was  a sPe<rla  1 ne  man,  Isaac  B.  Palme  , 

ship  carpenter,  tinsmith  and  general  mechanic.  en  - g wbo  was  born  1 , ^arja 

Milton  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  Nor-  Miss  Armenia  ] "'  • q{  Ebenezer  andh‘.)(Jrer 
walk,  and  was  an  excellent  workman;  he  died  in  Pound  Ridg  , Ahe  following  na?'ed  oVSter 
High  Ridge.  Mary,  living  in  High  Ridge,  is  the  (D,X0")J°^  ’h  Addison,  who  » » Lock. 

widow  of  Ebenezer  Jones.  Darius  is  mentioned  were  born  to  th  A.  (Mrs.  Albe”  ma, 

elsewhere.  Isaac  B.  is  spoken  of  farther  on  in  man  at  Milliard  K.,  an 

this  sketch.  Stephen  L.,  who  died  in  Sound  wood),  . genjamin  F. I J°s®p  jeaving s 

Beach,  was  a painter  by  occupation.  Walter,  of  ^°.und  . Beach  lanuary  3.  l89$.’  d unmat 
who  is  a carpenter  by  trade,  lives  in  Mianus;  he  died  in, wO  |aneE.»  W^CL,;  ueth^ 

was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Elm-  family  o our  nineteen' years;  A \Val 
retta,  the  widow  of  Isaac  L.  Morrell,  resides  in  ned  at i e ag  Wilbur),  of  Sound  ’<j  rail 
Mianus.  Gilbert  is  a carpenter  and  painter,  and  (Mrs.  Tha  - ^ engineer  on  the  e q|)  tb 
lives  in  Stamford,  this  county.  The  father  was  lace  E.,  ^ rjty  being  eIT1P  ^.lerman° 

a cooper  and  shoemaker,  following  the  latter  road  in  . ew  Andrew  J-*  an  8run 

trade  especially  in  the  winter  time,  in  summer  Sixth  a^enu^  1 J Minnie  E.  ^tili  reside 

x working  for  others  at  farming  and  other  labor,  Sound  Beac  » a ^ 'The mother 

and  he  reared  his  large  family  in  comfort.  He  dage),  of  Soun 


emploved  for  Tome  time  in  the  wire  mil  s a 
what  was  then  called  Dumpling  Pond,  « « 
puddler,  and  later  he  began  the i oys b.™er  o( 

5.1S?  l6n  Sctwe^^e  eSd  jn  the 


horrors  which  many  otner  ■ d 0„e- 

to.  Mr.  Pahner  was  five  feeb  seven  oidiMri]y 

half  inches  in  height,  an  ^hgn  he  came 

from  145  t°  1 5°  Pounds'  ^ ‘iehed  only  ninety- 
home  after  his  discharge  he  6 M 500n  as 
pounds!  He  resumed  his  busir t * „ ^ 
possible,  buying  the  sloop  wjtb  very  satis- 

tinued  it  for  a numbe  y bg  owned  the 
factory  success.  Before  th  d away 

sloop  - Harrison.  Mr.  Calmer  P ^ jn  the 
December,  1888,  and  wa  gs  origjnally  a 

cemetery  at  Sound  Beach.  later  years 

Democrat  in  politics,  but  during  be  «as 

he  was  a stanch  Repubhcan  J^t'^st  in  Pf’ 
no  politician  he  took  a jeep^  Hg  t00k  a 
affairs,  and  was  a reBular  in  his  district, 
special  interest  in  school  matter  marrie 

When  a young  man> }S  * aa' born  in  >«29a 
Miss  Armenia  Jones,  who  and 

Pound  Ridge,  daughtw  *named  ch.ldre" 

(Dixon)  Jones,  and  the  foll°  ^ho  is  an  °vsier 
were  born  to  them:,  AdJ  ^’(Mrs.  Albert  Lock 
man  at  Sound  Beach;  Juba  A.  ( 0ySterman 

wood)  of  New  York;  M.lhard  ' ^ 
of  Sound  Beach;  Benjamin  F.  , J f leaving  a 
died  in, Sound  Beach  3 who 

family  of  four  ch.  dren;  Jane  £liz8  at  J; 

ried  at  the  age  °*  iK  rt  of  Sound  Beach, A'  _ 
(Mrs.  Thaddeus  Wilbur),  o b elevated  ra 

lace  E..  who  is  a"  ^n' 

road  in  New  'i  ork  y ' 1 an  0),stARrun- 

Sixth  avenue  line;  An  J (Mrs-  J-  A fsides 

Sound  Beach;  and  1 pbe mother5*1 

dage),  of  Sound  Beach.  * 
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in  the  old  homestead  at  Sound  Beach.  She  is 
a member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Benjamin  F.  Palmer  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Sound  Beach  District,  at- 
tending until  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  Miss  Clar- 
issa Clark  being  his  first  teacher.  When  eight 
years  old,  he  commenced  work,  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  William  K.  Quintard,  a farmer,  and  he 
was  thus  engaged  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  commenced  to  help  his  father  in 
the  oyster  business,  as  all  his  brothers  had  done, 
in  this  way  gaining  a thorough  knowledge  of  the 
work  in  all  its  details.  In  April,  1871,  he  em- 
barked in  business  on  his  own  account,  and  in 
August  of  that  year  began  to  rebuild  his  father’s 
old  boat,  the  “Arietta,”  which  he  launched  in 
April,  1872,  as  the  “Empress."  He  used  her 
until  1888,  when  he  became  the  owner  of  the 
sloop  which  he  still  runs,  the  “Ann  Gertrude." 
Mr.  Palmer  commenced  without  a dollar  capital, 
and  consequently  on  a very  small  scale,  but  as 
his  trade  increased  he  branched  out,  and  in  1873 
he  began  to  plant  oysters,  gradually  working  up  in 
his  line,  until  he  now  has  an  enviable  patronage, 
and  owns  over  two  hundred  acres  of  oyster 
ground.  Though  conservative  and  cautious  in 
his  business  methods,  he  has  advanced  continous- 
ly,  and  his  industry  and  thoroughness  have  brought 
their  rewards  in  the  passing  years,  for  he  has  ac- 
quired a steady  patronage  from  the  high-class 
trade,  cultivating  oysters  only  for  the  exporters, 
a branch  in  which  he  is  one  of  the  leading  pro- 
ducers and  in  which  few  meet  with  success. 
Even  when  the  home  market  is  depressed,  he 
has  been  fortunate  in  retaininghis  regular  patrons, 
and  he  has  derived  a comfortable  income  from 
his  business  for  many  years.  Mr.  Palmer  enjoys 
the  reputation  of  being  a business  man  of  the 
strictest  integrity,  and  he  is  well  informed  in  his 
line,  to  which  he  has  given  more  thought  and 
study  than  the  average  man  would  consider  nec- 
essary; he  was  oyster  commissioner  when  that 
office  existed.  He  has  invested  to  some  extent 
in  business  property  in  Stamford,  owns  a front- 
age  on  the  dock  in  that  town,  and  also  owns 
two  houses  in  Sound  Beach  besides  the  one 
which  he  and  his  family  occupy.  He  has  many 
friends  in  his  locality,  and  he  is  regarded  as  an 
intelligent  and  valuable  citizen  in  the  community, 
where  he  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
for  four  years  as  a member  of  the  school  board 
of  Sound  Beach  District,  taking  particular  interest 
ln  fho  cause  of  education,  which  he  considers 
|oost  important.  However,  he  has  declined  all 
urther  offers  of  public  preferment,  as  his  busi- 
ness demands  all  bis  time  and  attention.  In  po- 
itical  faith  he  is  a Republican. 


On  December  1,  1875,  Mr.  Palmer  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  M.  Hoyt,  of  Pound 
Ridge,  who  was  born  February  11,  1855,  a 
daughter  of  Asahel  and  Emma  L.  (Greenly)  Hoyt, 
and  two  children  have  been  born  to  them:  Eu- 
gene H.,  on  December  22,  1883,  and  Carrie  L. , 
on  January  22,  1886. 


JfAMES  C.  HUBBARD.  Sound  business 
judgment,  combined  with  fine  ability  in  me- 
chanical lines,  has  enabled  the  subject  of 
this  biography,  a well-known  resident  of  Shel- 
ton, to  attain  a substantial  success  in  life,  and 
his  history  is  of  especial  interest. 

The  Hubbard  family  is  one^of  the  oldest  in 
Middletown,  Conn.,  our  subject’s  ancestors  hav- 
ing settled  there  several  generations  ago.  Enoch 
Hubbard,  his  grandfather,  was  born  there,  and 
while  he  followed  the  sea  during  his  active  life, 
his  home  was  at  Middletown.  Ira  Hubbard,  our 
subject’s  father,  was  born  in  Middletown,  Febru- 
ary 15,  1807,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  ma- 
chinist’s trade  in  that  town.  He  married  Miss 
Margaret  McNairy,  who  was  born  near  Middle- 
town,  October  16,  1811,  a daughter  of  Michael 
McNairy,  a native  of  this  State,  and  a farmer 
and  millwright  by  occupation.  The  McNairy 
family  is  of  Scotch  extraction,  and  the  name  was 
originally  McHenry.  Soon  after  his  marriage 
our  subject’s  father  removed  to  Quincy,  111., 
where  he  operated  a lumbermill  for  a short  time, 
and  on  his  return  to  Connecticut  he  located  at 
Derby,  then  called  Birmingham.  For  thirty 
years  he  was  a stockholder  in  the  Howe  Pin 
Manufacturing  Company  at  that  place,  and  his 
death  occurred  there  October  27,  1866,  his  re- 
mains being  taken  to  Middletown  for  interment. 
He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  he  and  his 
wife  were  both  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  His  wife  survived  him  only  a few  years, 
passing  away  June  28,  1869.  Our  subject  was 
the  youngest  of  six  children.  Of  the  others,  the 
eldest,  Adelia,  was  born  August  1,  1838,  and 
died  September  28,  1838;  Charles  A.,  born  De- 
cember 29,  1839,  resides  in  California,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  mining  and  contracting;  Wilfred 
A. , born  September  8,  1841,  is  a contractor  and 
civil  engineer,  and  resides  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
Mary,  bom  March  1,  1843,  died  April  18  of  the 
same  year;  Ferdinand,  born  February  20,  1844, 
was  a mechanic,  and  his  death  occurred  at  Cape 
Girardeau,  Mo..  March  7,  1898. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  our  subject,  was  born  April  24, 
1845,  in  Derby  Village,  and  after  attending  the 
local  schools  for  some  years  in  boyhood,  he  was 
sent  to  Fort  Edward,  N.  Y.,  to  pursue  a more 
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advanced  course.  Later,  he  learned  the  machin-  ' 
ist’s  trade  in  Derby,  and  he  has  since  been  en-  ] 
gaged  in  that  line  of  work.  In  t866  he  organ-  | 
ized  the  Star  Pin  Company,  which  is  one  of  the 
prosperous  firms  of  Derby,  and  most  of  the  j 
machinery  of  their  establishment  was  built  by  i 
him.  For  many  'years  he  held  the  position  of  1 
master  mechanic,  and  since  1895,  when  he  sold  I 
his  interest  in  the  business,  he  has  been  the  ma-  | 
chinist  of  the  plant.  , 

On  January  18,  1867,  Mr.  Hubbard  married  I 
Miss  Helen  M.  Shelton,  who  was  born  June  24,  1 
1849,  at  Orange,  Conn.,  a daughter  of  John  D. 
and  Mary  H.  Shelton,  and  granddaughter  of  Al- 
fred Shelton,  a native  of  the  town  of  Hunting- 
ton.  Three  children  have  blessed  this  union:  I 
Mary  S.,  born  April  4.  1868:  Henry  F.,  Septem- 
ber 18,  1869:  and  Clara  E.,  May  29,  1876. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Hubbard  resided  for  three 
vears  in  Derby,  but  since  1868  he  has  made  his 
home  in  Shelton.  Socially,  he  and  his  family 
are  much  esteemed,  and  he  is  an  active  member 
of  King  Hiram  Lodge  No.  12,  F.  & A.  M.,  at 
Derby.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 


Frederick  sherman  frisbie,  one  of 

the  prominent  agriculturists  of  the  town  of 
Brookfield,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Washington, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  August  29,  1846,  a son  of 
Frederick  A.  and  Maria  J.  (Lathrop)  Frisbie. 

Edward  Frisbie,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Frederick  S.  Frisbie,  moved  at  an  early  day  from 
Branford,  Conn.,  and  settled  in  the  town  of 
Washington,  Litchfield  county.  The  property 
on  which  he  settled  is  still  in  the  possession  of 
his  descendants.  He  had  two  sons,  Samuel  and 
Edward,  ]r.  Edward  Frisbie,  Jr.,  grew  to  man- 
hood on  his  father's  farm,  and  on  reaching  man’s 
estate  married  Betsey  Sherman,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children — three  sons  and 
four  daughters — as  follows:  Sherman  died  in 

early  manhood:  Harmon  married  Aurelia  Baker, 
and  lives  in  Roxbury,  Conn.;  Frederick  A.  is 
mentioned  below;  Laura  married  Uriah  Gray; 
Theodosia  married  Norman  Hazen;  Eliza;  and 
Eleanor  married  Henry  O.  Nash.  Edward  Fris- 
bie, Jr.,  passed  his  entire  life  as  a farmer,  and 
by  his  energy  and  frugality  became  a heavy  land 
owner.  When  buying  land  he  paid  cash  for  it, 
the  money  being  in  silver,  and  this  he  placed  in 
a butter  pail,  and  by  running  a stick  through  the 
handle  he  and  a friend  would  carry  it  to  its  desti- 
nation. He  was  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  politics  a Whig,  and  in  all  things  an 
upholder  of  all  causes  tending  to  material  or 


moral  advancement.  He  passed  away  in  1854, 
one  of  the  stanch  and  sturdy  men  of  the  times. 
Mrs.  Frisbie  died  in  1868. 

Frederick  A.  Frisbie  spent  his  youth  in  the 
home  farm,  where  he  was  born  in  1811,  and  at- 
tended the  district  schools.  In  1844  he  was 
married  to  Maria  J.  Lathrop,  daughter  of  Amasa 
Lathrop,  at  Roxbury,  and  by  her  he  became  the 
father  of  the  following  children:  Watson,  now 
engaged  in  teaming  and  trucking  at  Woodbury, 
Conn.;  Frederick  Sherman;  Henry  Edward, of 
Washington,  Litchfield  county,  who  married 
Lucy  Botsford,  and  has  three  children — William, 
Mary  and  Daniel.  Watson  was  married  to 
Susan  Pond,  and  has  seven  children — Edward, 
Ida,  Ada,  Fred,  Frank,  Russell  and  William 
Frederick  A.  Frisbie  always  farmed  on  the  old 
home.  Though  he  was  not  actively  interested 
in  politics,  he  always  voted  the  Republican 
■ ticket.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
I the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  faith  be 
died  in  1893,  and  she  on  January  9,  1899. 

Frederick  Sherman  Frisbie  obtained  an  un- 
i usually  good  education  for  the  time,  first  attend- 
1 ing  the  district  schools  and,  later,  Richard’s pri- 
1 vate  school  at  Westport,  a select  school  at 
I home,  and  completing  his  education  in  the 
1 “Gunnery,”  a private  school  in  the  town  of 

1 Washington.  Bet  ween  the  ages  of  nineteen  and 

1 twenty-five  he  taught  school,  winning  laurels 
I both  as  an  instructor  and  as  a disciplinarian.  In 
! 1873  he  came  to  Brookfield,  and  has  since  lived 
I there,  engaged  in  farming.  The  preliminary 
I training  he  had  received  under  his  father’s  able 
I direction  has  shown  that  it  was  not  “seeds  sown 
1 on  stony  ground,”  for  his  carefully  conducted 
! farm,  the  neat,  modern  buildings,  and  all  the 
1 improvements  the  practical  ingenuity  of  the 
nineteenth  century  can  suggest,  attest  the  thor- 
1 ough  and  strictly  first-class  farmer. 

In  1872  Mr.  Frisbie  was  united  in  marriage 
1 with  Miss  Adeline  Minerva  Peck,  daughter  0 
I George  W.  Peck.  To  bless  this  union  have 
1 come  two  children:  Emma  and  Lyman  Peck,  the 
1 former  of  whom  was  married  April  27,  1 898,  to 
1 Howard  W.  Keeler,  of  Brookfield,  Conn.  Mr- 
I Frisbie  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  one  0 
i the  political  workers  of  his  town.  Hehasserve 
i as  a member  of  the  school  board,  and  also  on 
1 the  board  of  assessors.  Thorough  in  all  he  does. 

! in  all  the  movements  for  public  good  where  his 
1 services  are  called  into  requisition,  he  finds  nr*1 
1 the  solid  foundation  on  which  to  base  the work. 

I and  then  he  successfully  accomplishes  his  Put| 

| pose.  He  is  a member  of  the  Congregations 
I Church. 

George  W.  Peck,  father  of  Mrs.  Frederic 
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Sherman  Frisbie.  was  horn  in  the  town  of  Brook- 
field. September  22,  1813.  and  here  in  his  native 
town  passed  his  early  days  and  acquired  his  edu- 
cation. On  November  6.  1836.  he  was  married 
to  Mary,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Delia  Andrews. 
They  began  their  life  in  Brookfield  Center,  but 
a siiort  time  later  removed  to  a farm  in  Ob- 
tuse, town  of  Brookfield,  and  then  returning  to 
the  old  home  which  Mr.  Feck  and  his  son-in- 
law.  Mr.  Frisbie.  cultivated.  Besides  Mrs.  Fris- 
bie  their  union  was  blessed  with  but  one  other 
child,  a daughter  who  died  m infancy.  Mr.  Peck 
was  first  a Whip  in  politics,  and  on  the  for- 
mation of  the  Republican  party  cast  his  ballot 
in  favor  of  it  He  was  a faithful  and  consistent 
member  of  the  ( onprepational  Church.  Mrs. 
Peck  died  February  It.  1804.  beloved  and  es- 
teemed by  all  who  knew  her.  and  Mr.  Peck 
passed  away  May  7.  1898. 

Frederick  daniel  marsh,  a member 

of  the  firm  of  Marsh  \ Knapp,  was  born 
August  9,  1854.  in  New  Milford.  Conn.,  and  is 
a son  of  Daniel  Davis  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
^Crosby')  Marsh  He  was  reared  there  upon  a 
farm,  attending  the  district  schools  for  some 
years,  and  later  attended  a select  school.  On 
leaving  school  he  spent  three  years  upon  his 
fathers  farm,  and  then  began  to  work  at  the 
carpenter's  trade  as  a journeyman.  In  1890  he 
formed  a partnership  with  Mr.  John  Lucas 
Knapp,  and  opened  a shop  on  East  Franklin 
street.  Danbury  They  do  a general  contracting 
business  in  building  and  jobbing,  and  have  put 
up  a number  of  houses  in  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  Marsh  has  a comfortable  home  at  No. 
54  West  Wooster  street,  and  he  considers  that 
the  best  contract  that  fie  ever  made  was  his  mar- 
riage on  June  0.  1883.  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Booth, 
who  has  proved  a true  helpmeet.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Dwight  Dane  and  Sarah  M.  Clark 
Booth,  highly  respected  residents  of  Pittsfield. 
Mass.  Of  the  three  children  of  this  union,  only 
one.  Gertrude  Elizabeth,  born  July  13.  1892.  is 
living.  Mr.  Marsh  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Danbury, 
and  are  active  in  the  work  of  that  Society  and  in 
all  movements  that  promise  to  promote  the 
general  welfare.  The  Temperance  cause  finds 
in  him  a steadfast  champion,  his  ballot  being 
cast  for  the  Prohibition  party. 

In  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines  Mr. 
Marsh  comes  of  excellent  stock.  His  father,  the 
late  Daniel  D.  Marsh,  was  born  in  New  Milford, 
March  4,  1818.  and  after  following  the  trade  of 
millwright  for  some  years  in  early  manhood  be- 


I came  interested  in  agriculture,  and  owned  several 
1 farms  in  different  localities  in  this  State.  He 
died  March  4,  1893.  and  his  estimable  wife,  who 
* was  born  at  New  Milford,  in  February,  1819. 

passed  to  the  other  world  July  1 3.  1893.  Three 
1 children.  Martha  A.,  Charlotte  M.  and  Frederick 
1 D..  survive. 


JOHN  P.  MOREHOUSE,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative agriculturists  of  Fairfield  township, 
is  a citizen  whose  intelligence  and  public 
1 spirit  have  won  for  him  the  respect  of  the  com- 
, munity.  In  his  management  of  his  farm  he  has, 

. shown  marked  ability,  his  systematic  and  judi- 
1 emus  application  of  modern  methods  bringing 
substantial  success,  while  3s  a citizen  he  has  al- 
ways been  a champion  of  progress. 

Mr.  Morehouse  belongs  to  a family  which 
has  furnished  many  excellent  citizens  to  this  sec- 
. tion  Deacon  William  Morehouse,  his  grand- 
father. was  born  July  22,  1784.  and  died  May 
,2  1.  1860.  His  wife,  Esther  Burr,  to  whom  he 
was  married  March  23.  1809.  was  born  March 
to,  1786,  and  died  October  29.  1855,  the  re- 
mains of  both  being  interred  in  Fairfield  East 
cemetery.  They  had  eight  children:  (1)  Will- 

iam B..  born  October  17,  1811.  died  at  his 
homestead  in  Greenfield,  where  he  had  been  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  was  active  in  local  af- 
lairs  and  in  the  Congregational  Church,  in  which 
he  served  as  deacon  for  many  years.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Burr  (Hays)  Lvon.  and  left  two  chil- 
dren. Morris  and  Mary  E.  (2)  Sarah  A.,  born 
January  2.  1810,  married  Sylvester  Randall,  and 
died  on  Long  Island,  leaving  three  children — 
Father  B..  William  M.  and  Caroline  E.  (3) 
Marietta,  born  November  20.  1813,  married 
Jehiel  Randall,  of  Freeport.  L.  L,  and  has  had 
hve  children — Jehiel  S.,  Stephen  M.,  John  J., 
George  and  Mary  E.  (4)  Stephen,  our  subject’s 
lather,  is  mentioned  below.  (5)  Esther,  born 
November  it,  1817,  died  at  the  age  of  forty, 
years,  unmarried.  (6)  Miss  Elizabeth  B.,  born 
September  25,  1824,  resides  in  Fairfield.  (7) 
John,  born  July  15,  1826,  served  as  a soldier 
during  the  Civil  war.  and  for  some  years  resided 
in  California,  but  died  in  Middle  District,  Fair- 
field  township,  in  1894.  For  eight  years  pre- 
vious to  his  death  he  was  blind.  He  married 
Miss  Julia  F.  Sturges,  and  had  three  children, 
who  died  from  diphtheria.  (8)  Catherine,  born 
March  25,  1828.  married  William  Banks,  of 
Greenfield,  and  had  one  son.  William  Bradley, 
now  a retired  resident  of  Fairfield. 

Stephen  Morehouse,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  August  20.  1819,  in  Middle  District, 
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Fairfield  township,  and  after  acquiring  a common- 
school  education  he  engaged  in  farming  at  the 
homestead.  On  March  io.  1846,  he  was  mar- 
ried at  Hull’s  Farms,  to  Miss  Sarah  Banks,  a 
native  of  that  locality,  and  began  housekeeping 
upon  a farm  which  he  purchased  in  1843.  He 
was  a good  manager,  showing  keen  foresight,  and 
at  his  death,  which  occurred  July  3,  1891,  he 
left  a comfortable  competence.  For  years  he 
suffered  severely  from  rheumatism,  but  he  re- 
mained active  to  the  very  last,  being  at  work 
when  stricken  with  his  final  illness.  His  remains 
now  rest  in  Oak  Lawn  cemetery.  He  was  a man 
of  integrity  and  honor,  and  while  not  a Church 
member  his  daily  life  showed  that  he  was  a true 
Christian.  As  a citizen  he  was  much  esteemed, 
but  it  was  within  his  family  circle  that  he  was 
seen  at  his  best,  as  a loving  husband  and  father. 
While  he  was  interested  in  public  questions,  be- 
ing a Whig  in  early  life  and  later  a Republican, 
he  never  cared  to  enter  the  political  arena,  pre- 
ferring the  quiet  life  of  an  agriculturist,  and  he 
was  heard  to  say  shortly  before  his  death  that  if 
he  had  his  life  to  live  over  again  he  would  be  a 
farmer.  His  wile,  who  was  born  April  14,  1825, 
survives  him,  and  resides  at  the  homestead. 
She  is  a most  estimable  lady,  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Fairfield,  and  is  a de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  leading  families  of  the 
county.  Her  grandfather,  Nehemial  Banks,  who 
married  Sarah  Sherwood,  owned  an  extensive 
tract  of  land,  and  her  father,  Capt.  Eliphalet 
Banks,  was  a prominent  citizen  in  his  day,  being 
active  in  the  local  militia,  and  serving  in  various 
offices,  including  that  of  deputy  sheriff.  For 
vears  he  led  the  choir  in  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Greenfield.  He  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  his  death  occurred  at  his  home- 
stead in  1830.  His  wife,  Mary  Chaplain  (Hull), 
was  a daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Mercy  (Platt) 
Hull,  and  they  had  two  children,  Sarah  (Mrs. 
Morehouse),  and  Mary  C.,  widow  of  Daniel  H. 
Meeker,  of  Greenfield.  Six  children  were  born 
to  Stephen  and  Sarah  Morehouse:  (1)  Willis 

F.,  born  October  15,  1847,  died  April  to,  1886, 
at  Bridgeport,  where  he  was  employed  as  cashier 
in  Watson’s  Bank,  having  risen  from  the  position 
of  clerk.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Ogden.  (2) 
John  P.  is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Matilda  B., 
born  October  28,  1851,  married  James  E.  Beach, 
of  Bridgeport,  and  has  three  children — Tillie  M., 
Mary  S.  and  Sarah  M.  (4)  Edward  B.,  born 
June  16,  1853,  is  engaged  in  farming.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Louise  Bradley,  and  has  three  children 

H.  Livingston,  Eleanor  N.  and  Lewis  E.  (5) 

Sarah  M.,  born  July  14,  1859,  married  John  B. 
Wakeman,  of  Hull’s  Farms,  and  has  two  chil- 


dren— Sarah  M.  and  Samuel  A.  (6)  William  S.. 
born  July  2 1 , 1 86 1 , is  a mechanical  engineer  at 
Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.  He  married  Alice  M.  Earle, 
and  has  one  child,  Reba  E. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  10,  1850,  in  the 
I Middle  District  of  Fairfield,  and  his  education 
1 was  begun  in  the  schools  of  that  neighborhood. 
Among,  his  early  teachers  were  Samuel  More- 
house, Edson  Banks  and  Lewis  Beers,  and  after 
completing  the  course  offered  in  the  borne 
schools  he  attended  Fairfield  Academy.  As  a 
boy  he  had  a thorough  training  in  farm  work 
i under  the  able  supervision  of  his  father,  and  in 
I early  manhood  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own 
I account.  His  homestead,  which  was  formerly 
I known  as  the  William  Nichols  farm,  is  located 
I in  the  Deerfield  District,  near  Greenfield  Hili. 
j He  has  been  a leading  spirit  among  the  pro- 
gressive farmers  of  his  locality,  and  he  has  been 
the  treasurer  of  Greenfield  Hill  Grange,  No.  133. 
ever  since  its  organization.  Politically,  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  although  he  is  not  an 
I aspirant  for  public  office  he  served  one  year  as 
I constable. 

On  March  25,  1874,  he  married  Miss  Mary  B. 

I Hull,  and  their  home  is  brightened  by  four  chil- 
dren: Arthur  H.,  Edna  L.,  Elizabeth  M.  and 

William  Clinton.  As  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morehouse 
both  place  a high  estimate  upon  education,  they 
i are  giving  excellent  opportunities  to  their  chil- 
! dren.  who  are  clever  and  energetic  enough  to 
I make  the  most  of  their  privileges.  Mrs.  More- 
I house  is  prominent  in  the  best  social  life  of  the 
I'  locality,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Grange 
and  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Greenfield 
Hill.  She  was  born  January  8,  1850,  at  Hulls 
Farms,  the  daughter  of  Albert  B.  Hull  and 
granddaughter  of  Alson  L.  and  Mary  (Banks) 
Hull.  Her  father  was  a successful  farmer,  a 
strong  Republican  in  politics,  and  except  for  a 
short  residence  at  Greens  Farms  he  made  his 
! home  at  Hull’s  Farms,  his  death  occurring  there 
I at  the  age  of  seventy  vears.  His  wife,  whose 
1 maiden  name  was  Catherine  Banks,  resides  at 
1 the  old  home,  and  is  much  respected  inthecom- 
i munity.  They  had  five  children:  Miss  Martha 

| J.;  Mary  B.,  wife  of  our  subject;  William  H.,  a 
farmer  at  Hull's  Farms;  Amelia,  who  married 
i Herbert  Knapp,  and  died  in  Fairfield;  and  Al- 
i bert  B.,  Jr.,  who  died  in  early  manhood,  un- 
| married. 


Jji  MOS  M.  BRUSH,  who.  since  1881,  has 

_ t lived  retired  in  Greenwich,  Fairfield  county. 

I is  one  of  the  most  favorably  known  citizens  of 
I this  section.  His  long  and  creditable  service  in 
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various  public  offices,  and  his  connection  during  ' 
his  active  years  with  the  commercial  lile  of  the  ■ 
county,  have  given  him  an  unusually  extensive 
acquaintance  throughout  the  locality,  in  whose  i 
advancement  and  welfare  he  has  always  taken  an  1 
important  and  substantial  interest.  Mr.  Brush 
is  the  oldest  living  male  representative  of  his 
family,  which  has  long  been  identified  with  the  i 
history  of  Fairfield  county,  and  he  is  also  con-  1 
ructed,  on  the  maternal  side,  with  the  Mead 
family,  being  a descendant  of  Ebene/er  Mead  (II).  1 

Mr.  Brush  s great -grandfather.  Edward  Brush, 
was  one  of  two  brothers  who  settled  in  Fairfield  1 
county  about  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  I 
century,  coming  from  Long  Island,  and  founded 
the  present  Brush  family  in  that  region.  His  i 
son.  Benjamin,  married  bamantha  Reynolds,  and  ' 
their  son,  Joseph,  became  the  father  of  our  sub-  i 
ject.  Joseph  was  born  August  3,  1792,  in  Stan-  j 
wich.  and  on  March  18.  1823.  wedded  Sarah  A.  i 
Mead,  who  was  born  January  9,  1 803,  in  Green-  1 
wich  village,  daughter  of  Richard  Mead  by  his  I 
second  wife,  Rachel  Mead  Ebenezer  Mea  d (II,.  I 
from  whom  this  family  defends,  was  horn  Octo-  I 
her  2},  1692,  and  died  in  May,  1775  Amos  1 
Mead,  his  seventh  son.  and  the  lather  of  Richard  1 
Mead,  was  born  November  22,  1730,  and  died  1 
February  24,  1 807. 

Amos  M.  Brush  was  born  January  9,  1825, 
in  Greenwich  village,  and  his  first  schooling  was  I 
received  in  the  primitive  institution  of  learning 
then  conducted  in  the  Cos  Cob  district.  Here  1 
he  attended  until  he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  ( 
when  he  entered  Greenwich  Academy,  and  there  1 
finished  his  literary  education  when  about  seven-  i 
teen,  at  which  age  he  commenced  his  life  work.  | 
He  began  as  clerk  in  his  father's  store  at  Cos  1 
Cob,  but  it  was  not  long  before  he  had  to  share  I 
the  more  important  duties  of  the  business,  the  1 
lather  having  met  with  an  accident  in  which  his  1 
leg  was  broken  and  thereby  incapacitated  for  1 
active  work.  In  time  Amos  succeeded  to  the  i 
business,  which  he  continued  until  1879.  and  he  1 
built  up  a trade  which  was  considered  the  most  * 
extensive  ever  carried  on  in  Cos  Cob.  That  town 
was  then  the  market  place  for  a great  part  of  the 
surrounding  country,  and  the  general  mercantile 
business  proved  a profitable  one  for  Mr.  Brush, 
who,  by  his  thorough  honesty,  straight  methods 
and  upright  dealing,  gained  the  confidence, 
respect  and  patronage  of  the  citizens  in  and 
around  Cos  Cob.  He  devoted  the  greater  part  . 
of  his  time  and  attention  to  this  branch,  but  he 
also  engaged  in  the  boating  business  and  dealt  in  1 
coal,  doing  well  in  both  lines  As  an  interested  , 
worker  in  the  substantial  welfare  of  the  county,  > 
he,  in  1851,  became  one  of  the  incorporators  of  1 


the  Stratford  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  has 
served  as  director  ever  since;  he  is  also  an  incor- 
porator and  director  of  the  Greenwich  Savings 
Bank,  and  president  of  the  Greenwich  Mutual 
Insurance  Company. 

Although  it  would  seem  that  Mr.  Brush’s 
extensive  and  varied  business  interests  were  suf- 
ficient to  occupy  all  his  time,  yet  he  found  oppor- 
tunity. even  in  his  busiest  years,  to  serve  his  fellow 
citizens,  w ho  honored  him  with  election  to  numer- 
ous offices  of  trust,  which  he  filled  with  his  usual 
ability,  and  with  a faithfulness  which  could  not 
be  anything  but  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 
Originally  a Whig  in  sentiment,  he  changed  his 
views  in  course  ol  time  and  became  a supporter 
of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  of 
which  he  has  for  years  been  reckoned  one  of  the 
stanchest  members  in  his  vicinity.  He  served  as 
j ust  ice  of  the  peace  until  advancing  age  compelled 
him  to  resign;  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
relief;  in  1 8(>o  was  elected  a member  of  the  State 
Legislature;  lor  years  was  a member  of  the  State 
Central  Committee;  member  and  clerk  of  the 
board  of  health,  and  also  served  as  assessor  of 
Greenwich.  Such  a record  speaks  for  itself,  lor 
a man  s work  is  his  best  recommendation,  and  Mr. 
Brush  s repeated  elections  were  a high  compli- 
ment to  his  trustworthiness  and  integrity. 

On  October  15,  1849,  Mr.  Brush  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  Greenwich,  to  Miss  Sarah  P. 
Mead,  who  was  born  in  1825,  in  North  street, 
the  daughter  of  Amos  and  Mary  (Purdy)  Mead, 
and  this  union  was  blessed  with  four  children,  of 
whom  the  first  two,  Richard  M.  and  Joseph  W., 
died  in  Cos  Cob  at  an  early  age.  A.  Edgar  Brush 
married  Lizzie  Luke,  of  Greenwich,  Conn.,  the 
daughter  of  Andrew  Luke,  and  they  reside  in 
Greenw  ich  (his  place  of  business  is  in  New  York). 
They  have  two  children — A.  Luke  Brush  and 
Catharine  W.  Brush.  Augustus  M . married  Sarah 
K.  Hodgeman,  of  New  York,  the  daughter  of  Dr. 
A.  Hodgeman,  and  they  reside  in  Greenwich, 
though  Mr.  Brush  is  employed  in  New  York  City; 
they  have  four  children — Abbott  H.,  Ralph  P. , 
Gladdys  M.  and  Margery  U.  The  mother  died 
September  28,  1859.  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Green- 
wich. in  the  cemetery  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  w hich  she  was  a member.  Mr.  Brush 
subsequently  wedded  Miss  Cynthia  J.  Stafford,  of 
New  York,  who  died  in  1886  and  was  buried  in 
Greenwich.  He  is  a prominent  and  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  for 
years  he  has  efficiently  served  as  treasurer,  and 
he  is  a worthy  type  of  the  Christian  citizen,  well 
preserved  as  a result  of  careful  living  and  regular 
habits,  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him  for  the 
honorable  life  he  has  led,  and  passing  his  declin- 
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ing  years  in  peace  and  quietude,  surrounded,  as 
he  deserves  to  be,  by  comforts  and  friends. 

This  sketch  would  be  incomplete  were  no 
mention  made  of  Mr.  Brush’s  career  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Connecticut  State  Militia.  When 
eighteen  years  old  he  joined  the  Eighth  Connecti- 
cut National  Guard,  and  was  soon  afterward 
made  orderly  sergeant  of  the  company  at  Cos  | 
Cob.  When  he  was  nineteen  Colonel  Stephens  i 
gave  him  a place  on  his  staff,  with  the  rank  of  1 
quartermaster  sergeant,  and  in  July  22,  1846,  he  I 
was  elected  major  of  the  regiment,  receiving  his  I 
commission  from  Gov.  Isaac  Towsey.  On  | 
August  2,  1847,  he  was  elected  lieutenant-colonel, 
under  Clark  Bissell.  and  two  years  later  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  from  which  he 
final!  v resigned,  however,  pressure  of  business  and 
public  affairs  campelling  him  to  sever  his  con- 
nection with  the  militia. 


JrULlAN  S.  CLINTON  is  an  enterprising  and 
successful  business  man  cf  Stratford,  and 
through  his  own  efforts  he  has  attained  an 
enviable  standing  among  the  citizens  of  that 
pleasant  town. 

Born  November  19.  1859,  at  Woodbridge, 
New  Haven  Co. . Conn. , Mr.  Clinton  traces  his  de- 
scent from  good  old  stock,  his  ancestors  having 
settled  in  Connecticut  at  an  early  day.  Almon 
Clinton,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  this  State,  whence  in  ea-rly  manhood  he 
removed  to  Pennsylvania  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Susquehanna  county.  His  wife,  Polly  ! 
(Carpenter),  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  but  1 
her  family  had  been  identified  with  Connecticut  ! 
at  an  earlier  period.  Five  children  were  born  to 
Almon  and  Polly  Clinton,  viz.:  Uriah,  our  sub- 
ject’s father;  Sally  A.,  who  married  Edwin  Judd, 
a contractor  and  builder  of  Waterbury,  Conn. ; j 
Ira,  who  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  root  j 
beer  at  Waterbury,  first  with  our  subject's  father.  1 
and  later  alone;  Edwin,  formerly  a blacksmith  j 
in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.;  and  Henry,  who  1 
was  engaged  in  the  bottling  business  in  Wood- 
bridge  and  Seymour,  New  Haven  county,  but 
finally  removed  to'  Augusta.  Ga..  where  he  was 
in  business  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Uriah  Clinton  was  born  and  reared  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  and  learned  the  black- 
smith’s trade  there.  After  following  it  some 
vears,  he  came  to  Connecticut  and  engaged  in 
business  with  his  brother,  Ira,  at  Woodbridge. 
On  retiring  from  that  partnership,  he  took  charge 
of  a hotel  at  Woodbridge,  and  in  1871  he  lo- 
cated at  Bridgeport,  then  removed  to  Gibson, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1874,  where  he  died 


in  June,  1881.  He  was  not  especially  active  in 
political  work,  though  he.  took  an  interest  in 
public  affairs  and  was  a stanch  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party.  His  wife,  Caroline  (Coleman), 
who  died  in  October,  1870,  was  a native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  a daughter  of  Hanna  and  Will- 
iam Coleman.  Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of 
five  children,  of  whom  the  third  died  in  infancy, 
unnamed;  of  the  others,  Loranda  married  Al- 
bert Porter,  of  New  Haven,  and  both  are  now 
deceased;  Alson  is  also  deceased;  and  Jewettre- 
sides  in  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  creamery 
business. 

Julian  S.  Clinton  spent  the  first  eleven  years 
of  his  life  at  Woodbridge,  and  later  he  resided 
I for  brief  periods  in  Bridgeport  and  Birmingham, 

| Conn.,  and  in  Pennsylvania,  attending  school  in 
i all  these  localities.  While  in  Pennsylvania  be 
I learned  the  details  of  cabinet  making,  carriage 
1 making,  and  the  manufacture  of  sash,  doors, 

1 and  blinds,  and  after  working  in  these  lines  for 
1 five  years  he  took  up  the  trade  of  pattern  maker, 

1 which  he  followed  in  Bridgeport,  this  county, 
for  some  time.  In  1891  he  removed  to  Strat- 
ford, and  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  bakery 
business  with  G.  L.  Holmes,  the  partnership 
1 continuing  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Holmes  in 
| 1897.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Clinton  has  carried 
i on  business  alone,  his  judicious  management 
i bringing  him  a gratifying  degree  of  success.  Po- 
litically, he  is  a Democra't,  and  socially  he  is 
identified  with  the  F.  & A.  M.,  St.  John's  Lodge 
No.  8;  also  with  the  Order  of  American  Me- 
chanics and  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , Oronoque  Lodge 
No.  90,  of  Stratford. 

In  1 88 r Mr.  Clinton  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
judson,  of  Stratford,  and  six  children  have 
blessed  the  union,  of  whom  the  following  are 
living:  Emma,  Alison  D. , Ada  C.  and  Lee. 

Mrs.  Clinton  is  related  to  some  of  the  old  fam- 
lies  of  Stratford,  and  her  father,  David  William 
Judson,  and  grandfather,  Silas  Judson,  were  both 
well-known  residents  of  the  town.  Her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Emma  Clemons,  was 
born  in  Stratford,  a daughter  of  Andrew  B.  and 
granddaughter  of  Peter  Clemons. 


CHARLES  E.  SEYMOUR.  There  is  no  les- 
son which  should  be  more  deeply  impressed 
1 upon  the  mind  of  an  aspiring  youth  than  that  of 
the  necessity  for  being  reliable  and  trustworthy 
1 in  all  his  dealings.  Truly  “ honesty  is  the  best 
! policy,"  and  the  confidence  of  the  public  is  0 
, greater  value  in  the  long  run  than  the  results  of 
1 trickery.  In  the  career  of  this  well-known  bust* 
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ness  man  of  South  Norwalk  we  find  this  truth 
exemplified,  as  his  own  reliability  has  opened  to  , 
him  the  doors  of  opportunity  in  every  direction 
to  which  he  has  turned  his  attention. 

The  Seymour  family  originated  in  France, 
and  some  of  its  members  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  in  this  section.  Thomas  Seymour,  our  , 
subiect  s grandfather,  was  a native  of  Westches- 
ter county.  N.  V.,  and  passed  his  life  tfiere  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  married  Hannah  Mer-  , 
ntt.  and  reared  a large  family  of  children,  among  < 
whom  was  a son.  John,  our  subject's  father.  The  i 
late  John  Seymour  was  born  and  reared  in 
\\  estrhester  county.  N.  V..  andhistirst  business 
enterprise  was  as  a real-estate  dealer  in  that  < 
locality.  In  1837  he  pun  ha-ed  one  hundred  1 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  I enm-’-see.  and  his  ex-  > 
tensive  “-peculations  in  this  line,  and  as  a dealer 
in  provisions,  enabled  him  to  amass  a very  large 
fortune  for  his  time.  As  lus  interests  lay  in  the 
South  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  he  i 
sympathized  with  the  views  of  the  people  of  ■ 
that  section  upon  political  questions,  and  was  a 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  until  his  death.  ' 
which  occurred  September  12,  1801.  at  Norwalk. 

In  religious  faith  he  was  a devout  Methodist,  as 
"as  also  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
A.  Saunders.  This  estimable  lady  survived  her  , 
husband  many  years,  passing  away  July  21,  1892. 
She  was  of  English  descent  and  was  born  in  Nor-  1 
walk,  a daughter  of  Harvey  Saunders.  a leading 
citizen.  On  the  maternal  side  she  was  a grand-  , 
daughter  of  Rev.  Absalom  Day.  a man  of  much  , 
influence  in  his  time,  who  gave  such  faithful  and  , 
effective  help  in  the  organ;,  ation  of  the  First  | 
Methodist  Church  of  South  Norwalk  that  he  was 
regarded  as  its  real  founder  and  chief  sustainer.  i 
Alter  the  marriage  of  our  subject's  parents  they 
resided  for  a time  in  Fulton,  N.  Y.,  but  they 
later  made  a permanent  home  at  Norwalk.  Of  1 
their  five  children,  the  first  born,  Myron,  died  | 
at  an  early  age;  Newland  S.  died  February  16, 
1899  (he  was  connected  with  the  auditing  depart-  t 
ment  of  the  New  York.  New  Haven  and  Hart-  I 
ford  R R.);  Mary  E.  married  the  junior  member  J 
of  the  firm  of  Hoggson  Robinson,  printers;  j 
Charles  E.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  , 
beiow;andW.  Howard  is  assistant  paymaster  for 
the  General  Electric  Light  Company,  at  Schen-  j 
ectady.  New  York.  ; 

Mr.  Seymour,  our  subiect.  was  born  January  , 
12.  1851,  at  Fulton,  N.  Y.,  but  as  his  parents 
removed  to  South  Norwalk  when  he  was  about  , 
a year  and  a half  old,  his  boyhood  was  mainly  1 
spent  in  that  place.  He  attended  the  local 
schools,  and  for  two  years,  while  living  upon  a 
farm  in  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  he  pursued  his  , 


studies  in  the  schools  of  that  locality.  On  his 
return  to  South  Norwalk  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Tolies  & Ely.  lumber  dealers,  as  office  boy, 
bookkeeper  and  salesman,  and  later  was  em- 
ployed for  about  four  years  by  Millard  & Brow- 
nell. the  grain  dealers.  His  abilities  having  at- 
tracted t fie  attention  of  the  officials  of  the  Hirst 
National  Bank  of  South  Norwalk,  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a bookkeeper,  and  so  well  did  he  per- 
form the  duties  that  he  was  promoted  to  the  post 
of  paying  tclier  and  cashier,  which  he  held  for 
thirteen  years.  In  1885  he  formed  a partner- 
ship with  F.  D.  Lawton,  and  purchased  a gro- 
cery business  from  David  Beers,  Jr.,  and  this 
they  conducted  for  one  year.  Mr.  Seymour  was 
then  urged  to  return  to  his  former  position  in  the 
bank,  a lact  that  speaks  volumes  for  his  relia- 
bility; but  he  declined  the  offer,  and  has  con- 
tinued the  business  since  with  gratifying  success, 
having  gained  the  largest  general  giocerv  trade 
in  his  locality.  At  the  end  of  the  first  year  Mr. 
Lawton  sold  his  interest  to  a brother  ol  our  sub- 
ject. and  two  years  later  Mr.  Seymour  became 
the  sole  proprietor.  His  store  at  No.  33  West 
Washington  street  contains  a fine  stock,  and  his 
standing  in  business  circles  is  shown  bv  his  credit 
among  them,  which  is  practically  unlimited.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  South 
Norwalk,  and,  in  addition  to  his  extensive  busi- 
ness interests,  he  finds  time  to  devote  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  the  community  as  a member  of 
the  Citizens  League.  In  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican. and  his  intense  interest  in  temperance 
reform  leads  him  to  oppose  the  granting  of  a li- 
cense to  a liquor  dealer.  In  municipal  affairs  he 
has  always  been  prominent,  and  he  has  served 
two  terms  as  councilman. 

In  1875  Mr.  Seymour  married  Miss  Anna  F. 
Smith,  a native  of  Danbury,  and  a daughter  of 
Henry  J.  Smith,  a well-known  citizen  of  that 
place.  Two  children  have  blessed  this  union: 
Grace  M.  and  Susan  E.  The  family  is  identified 
prominently  with  the  First  Methodist  Church  at 
South  Norwalk,  and  for  the  last  fifteen  years 
Mr.  Seymour  has  been  the  treasurer  of  that  So- 
ciety. He  is  also  a member  of  several  frater- 
nities, including  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Roval  Ar- 
canum and  the  Order  of  Red  Men. 


ORIN  I.  BACKUS.  As  the  passing  years 
have  softened  the  animosity  which  once 
burned  so  hotly  between  the  North  and  the 
South,  and  new  ties  of  sympathy  have  been 
woven,  there  have  been  those  who  feared  that  the 
grat  it  ude  and  affection  of  the  people  for  the  brave 
men  who  saved  the  Union  is  diminishing;  but  no 
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one  who  is  in  touch  with  the  heart  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  can  fail  to  realize  that  the  more 
quietly-voiced  sentiment  of  later  times  is  as  deep 
and  fervent  as  that  which  found  vehement  ex- 
pression during  the  period  of  greater  excitement. 

It  was  in  the  ‘‘dark  days  ” of  1862  that  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  then  a young  man  of  nine- 
teen, enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  A,  127th 
N.  Y.  V.  L,  and  he  was  in  the  service  from  Au- 
gust 12,  of  that  gloomy  year,  until  June  30,  1865, 
when, 'peace  having  been  restored,  his  regiment 
was  mustered  out,  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  During 
these  years  he  saw  much  severe  fighting  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  His  first  important  en- 
gagement was  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  and  after  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg  his  regiment  was  sent  to  the 
Department  of  the  South  and  took  part  in  the 
siege  of  Morris  Island,  the  battle  of  Honey  Hill 
on  the  Broad  river,  near  Charleston,  and  the  bat- 
tle on  the  Pocateligo  river.  Fortunately  he  was 
never  wounded  or  captured,  though  that  fact 
does  not  in  the  least  detract  lrom  the  quiet  hero- 
ism which  kept  him  in  danger  of  both  until  the 
long  struggle  was  ended.  On  April  15,  1865, 
he  was  one  of  the  guard  of  honor  when  Major 
Anderson  rehoisted  ‘‘Old  Glory”  over  the  ruins 
of  Fort  Sumter. 

Mr.  Backus  is  a native  of  New  York  State, 
born  December  29,  1842,  in  the  town  of  Butter- 
nut, Otsego  county.  His  paternal  grandparents, 
William  and  Hannah  Backus,  resided  at  Pine 
Plains.  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y..  where  his  father, 
Isaac  Backus,  was  born  in  1808.  Isaac  Backus 
married  Miss  Rachel  Roberts,  who  was  born  at 
Danbury,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  May  24,  1809, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elmira  (Flynn)  Roberts; 
Isaac  Roberts  was  born  at  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  in 
1788,  and  he  served  in  the  war  of  1812;  his  wife 
was  born  in  Danbury  in  1790,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  Flynn,  who  also  served  in  the  war  of 
1812.  Six  children  were  born  to  the  union  of 
Isaac  and  Rachel  (Roberts)  Backus,  viz.:  Eliza 

A.,  George  William,  Mary  A.,  James  Henry, 
Sarah  M.,  and  Orin  Isaac,  who  is  now  the  only 
surviving  member  of  the  family.  The  father 
died  in  November,  1842,  and  the  mother  on  Oc- 
tober 23,  1861. 

Orin  1.  Backus  obtained  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Danbury,  and  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen gave  up  his  studies  to  take  employment 
on  a farm.  In  i860  he  went  to  Brooklyn  to 
learn  the  hat-finishing  trade,  and  was  thus  en- 
gaged when  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  On  return- 
ing from  the  front  he  arrived  in  New  York  City 
July  17,  1865,  and  later  came  to  Danbury,  where 
he  spent  ten  years  working  at  his  trade.  He 
then  purchased  a farm  of  i 40  acres  in  that  vicin- 


ity, and  has  since  been  occupied  chiefly  with  its 
management.  It  is  well  adapted  to  general 
crops,  and  he  also  pays  much  attention  to  dairy 
work,  keeping  ten  cows  and  owning  and  operat- 
ing a creamery.  Although  most  men  would 
think  their  time  well  filled  with  these  interests, 
he  finds  time  to  take  occasional  contracts  in  road 
making  and  bridge  building.  He  is  a lover  of 
public  improvements  and  good  roads,  and  at  his 
own  expense  has  made  several  improvements. 
He  has  been  supervisor  of  road  work  in  the  west 
part  of  the  town  for  twelve  years,  and  is  consid- 
ered one  of  the  best  road  men  in  western  Con- 
necticut. His  services  have  been  secured  in  a 
number  of  places  in  Bedford,  Westchester  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  it  was  through  his  efforts  that  Backus 
avenue,  one  of  the  finest  drives  in  the  town,  was 
constructed.  At  first  he  met  with  strong  oppo- 
sition, but  after  five  years  he  succeeded  in  getting 
a vote  to  have  the  road  built,  and  in  less  than 
forty-eight  hours  he  had  a gang  of  men  and  teams 
at  work  on  it.  When  completed,  the  public 
were  so  well  pleased  that  they  gave  it  the  name 
of  Backus  avenue  in  honor  of  its  builder. 

On  October  16,  1867,  Mr.  Backus  married 
Miss  Anna  E.  Wood,  daughter  of  Harvey  and 
Hannah  (Dykeman)  Wood,  and  to  thisunionone 
son,  Harvey  Wood,  was  born  May  3,  1874;  he  is 
a credit  to  his  parents,  being  a most  promising 
young  man.  At  present  he  is  a member  of  Com- 
pany G,  Fourth  Connecticut  National  Guard,  and 
he  endorses  his  father's  political  views,  having 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  William  McKin- 
ley. The  family  attend  the  M.  E.  Church,  and 
Mr.  Backus  is  a member  of  Union  Lodge  No.  40. 
F.  & A.  M.,  at  Danbury;  Nelson  L.  White  Post 
No.  87,  G.  A.  R. , in  which  he  is  a past  com- 
mander, and  the  Union  Veteran  Legion  Encamp- 
ment No.  1 14,  where  he  holds  the  rank  of  colo- 
nel; he  was  a delegate  to  the  national  encamp- 
ment at  Buffalo  in  1895,  and  at  Washington,  D. 
C.,  in  1S96.  He  is  also  a member  of  Pahquio- 
que  Council  No.  9,  O.  U.  A.  M. 


CHARLES  BRADLEY  KEELER,  M.  D„ 
_ of  New  Canaan,  is  descended  from  one  of 
the  earliest  families  of  New  England,  and  his 
ancestors  for  generations  have  been  well  known 
in  Fairfield  county. 

Ralph  Keeler,  the  first  of  the  family  of  whom 
we  have  record,  was  an  active  citizen  of  Norwalk, 
Conn.,  in  the  early  days.  His  son,  Samuel,  was 
a soldier  in  the  Indian  war,  and  was  in  the 
“direful  swamp  fight  ” of  1680,  receiving  for 
his  service  twelve  acres  of  land  in  the 
Clapboard  Hills  District  of  this  county.  Daniel 
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Keeler  the  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  probably  a son  of  that  Samuel,  and  at  an 
early  date  received  land  from  his  father  in  New 
Canaan  parish,  his  home  being  south  of  John 
benedict's.  He  and  his  wife  became  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  when  it  was  first 
organized. 

Capt.  Isaac  Keeler,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born 
May  2,  1756.  in  Canaan  parish,  and  died  Janu- 
ary 25.  1837,  when  in  his  eighty-first  year. 
When  the  K evolutionary  war  broke  out  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  Fourth  Company.  7th 
Regiment,  under  Capt.  Joseph  Hoit,  Col.  Charles 
Webb  commanding,  served  at  Winter  Hill  under 
t.eneral  Sullivan,  was  at  Valley  Forge  during 
the  memorable  winter  of  1777  78.  and  subse- 
quently took  part  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth. 
His  military  record  is  as  follows:  Commissioned 
ensign  in  2nd  Regiment  (formation  of  1777-80), 
January  t,  1777;  second  lieutenant,  February  4, 
1778;  first  lieutenant,  August  l,  1779;  quarter- 
master in  i 78  1 . He  w as  a gov  eminent  pensioner 
and  was  a member  of  the  Cincinnati.  After  the 
war  closed  he  commenced  business  life  for 
himself,  later  removing  to  New  York  City,  where 
he  received  the  appointment  of  city  marshal,  and 
fie  also  served  at  one  time  as  police  justice  in 
t hat  city . Fie  was  afte  rward  given  a position  in 
the  custom  house,  which  he  retained  until  his 
death.  During  the  war  of  1812,  when  New  York 
City  was  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  the 
British,  he  volunteered  for  tluee  months'  service 
in  the  Veteran  Corps  of  Revolutionary  soldiers 
to  guard  the  arsenal,  and  was  made  an  officer  in 
the  corps.  He  bravely  attempted  to  discharge 
the  duties  which  fell  to  his  lot  with  his  old-time 
fidelity,  but  the  labors  and  exposures  of  carnp 
life  proved  too  much  for  his  years  and  enfeebled 
constitution,  and  he  contracted  a severe  cold 
which  developed  into  consumption,  though  he 
lived  for  many  years  afterward.  Captain  Keeler 
was  married  September  24.  1779,  to  Sarah  St. 
John,  who  was  born  May  ll,  1755,'  and  died 
September  21,  1793.  the  mother  of  five  children, 
viz.:  Esther,  born  April  22,  1781;  Naomi.  Sep- 
tember 24,  1783;  Isaac,  July  i 9,  1786;  Isaac, 
May  25,  1789;  Sally,  June  16.  1791.  The  father 
lor  his  second  wife  married,  on  December  15, 
1793,  Catherine  Tuttle,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 9.  *77 4,  and  died  July  28,  1858.  She  had 
two  children.  Bradley,  born  September  26,  1794, 
and  Edward  E.,  born  November  28,  1 796.  She 
and  her  husband  sleep  their  last  sleep  in  the 
burial  ground  of  the  Church  they  were  both  mem- 
bers of. 

Bradley  Keeler,  son  of  Capt.  Isaac  and  Cath- 
erine (Tuttle)  Keeler,  was  born  September  26, 


1794.  in  Canaan  parish,  Norwalk,  and  died  July 
6.  1833.  He  was  a carriage  manufacturer  by 
occupation,  carrying  on  a business  in  New  Ca- 
naan, where  he  also  owned  what  is  now  the 
••  Birdsall  H ouse.”  He  married  Polly  Hoyt,  who 
survived  him  many  years,  dying  April  26.  1872, 
and  they  had  three  children:  Stephen  E.,  who 
1 is  a resident  of  New'  Canaan;  Sylvester  H.,  living 
in  Mendota,  111.,  and  IsaacE.,  father  of  Dr.  C. 

; B.  Keeler. 

Isaac  E.  Keeler  was  born  September  8, 
1826,  in  New  Canaan,  and  spent  his  earlier 
. life  there,  receiving  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  He  learned  the  trade  of  carriage- 
maker  with  his  father,  and  followed  same  suc- 
1 cessfullv  for  a number  of  years;  he  made  the 
celebrated  coach  owned  by  ••Tom  Thumb.”  In 
1 i8;S  he  became  associated  with  the  Wheeler  & 
Wilson  Sewing  Machine  Company  in  Bridgeport, 

1 Conn.,  and  removed  to  that  town,  becoming  one 
1 of  its  prominent  citizens.  He  was  a member  of 
1 the  Artillery  company  at  Bridgeport,  and  during 
1 the  Civil  war  was  on  home  duty.  Isaac  E. 

1 Keeler  was  married  February  14,  1852,  to  Jane 
! Todd  Porter,  who  was  born  February  17,  1830, 

. daughter  of  Abijah  and  Rhoda  Porter,  of  Bridge- 
port. They  reared  a family  of  four  children,  of 
whom  we  give  a brief  record:  Emma,  born 

I March  4,  1855,  was  married  April  29,  1886.  to 
Roger  H.  Comstock,  of  Miliord,  Conn.  George 
Eldridge,  born  September  30,  1861,  is  a farmer 
i in  the  town  of  New  Canaan;  he  was  married 
1 September  17,  1891,  to  Annie  May  Warner, 
i daughter  of  Frank  Warner,  of  Wilton,  Conn. 

I Charles  Bradley,  born  July  17,  1865,  was  mar- 
1 ried  April  24.  1889,  to  Gertrude  C. , daughter  of 
1 James  A.  Chidley,  of  Bridgeport.  Benjamin 
I Hoyt,  born  December  3.  1867,  was  married 
1 November  6,  1889,  to  Elizabeth  Olmstead,  and 
1 makes  his  home  in  New  Canaan.  Isaac  E. 

| Keeler  died  on  August  2,  1885,  and  Jane  T. 

Keeler  passed  away  January  25,  1895.  They 
1 were  members  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  at 
| Bridgeport,  of  which  Mr.  Keeler  was  warden  for 
1 many  years  He  was  a Republican  in  politics. 

! Charles  Bradley  Keeler  lived  in  the  city  of 
1 his  birth,  Bridgeport,  during  his  earlier  years,  and 
1 received  a good  education  in  the  public  schools. 

1 He  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  studies,  however, 
on  account  of  ill  health,  and  went  to  Kansas, 
w here  he  spent  four  years  in  the  hope  of  better- 
1 ing  himself  physically.  In  1885  he  entered  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Chicago,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1889,  working  his  own 
wav  through.  In  April,  1889,  he  settled  at  New 
Canaan,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home  and 
, practiced  his  profession  with  satisfactory  success. 
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He  has  gained  the  esteem  and  hearty  good  will 
of  all  his  fellow-citizens,  and  is  at  present  serving 
as  health  officer  of  the  town  and  borough,  as 
coroner’s  examiner  for  New  Canaan,  and  as  post 
surgeon;  and  is  commodore  of  the  Norwalk 
Yacht  Club.  Fraternally,  he  is  an  active  and 
popular  member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  F. 
& A.  M.,  being  connected  with  Harmony  Lodge 
No.  67,  New  Canaan;  Washington  Chapter, 
Norwalk;  Clinton  Commandery  No.  3,  Nor- 
walk, and  Pyramid  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  No. 
9,  Bridgeport.  He  also  belongs  to  the  State 
Homeopathic  Society  and  to  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Homeopathy,  fn  religious  connection 
he  holds  membership  with  the  Congregational 
Church  at  New  Canaan. 


F**  D.  HOTCHKISS.  The  name  of  Hotchkiss 
_ recalls  to  mind  one  of  the  noted  characters 
of  Colonial  history.  Deacon  Gideon  Hotchkiss,  a 
hero  of  the  French  and  Revolutionary  wars. 
The  family  has  also  become  distinguished  through 
a long  line  of  talented  men  who  have  made  their 
way  to  the  front  in  various  lines  of  effort,  es- 
pecially as  inventors  and  practical  scientists,  and 
a high  order  of  executive  ability  has  characterized 
its  members.  The  ancestral  home  of  this  race 
was  in  the  County  of  Essex,  England,  and  the 
name  was  originally  Hotchkin  or  Hodgke.  An 
extensive  genealogical  record  has  been  published 
in  which  it  is  seen  that  the  family  is  numerously 
represented  in  this  State,  notably  in  the  vicinity 
of  Waterbury.  Deacon  Gideon  Hotchkiss,  the 
common  ancestor  of  the  American  branches  of 
the  family,  resided  at  the  site  of  the  present  town 
of  Prospect,  Conn.  He  was  twice  married,  and 
had  nineteen  children,  among  whom  was  a son, 
Amos. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  able  and  effi- 
cient superintendent  of  the  Fairfield  Rubber 
Company’s  plant,  at  Fairfield,  is  of  the  sixth 
generation  in  direct  descent  from  Deacon  Gideon 
Hotchkiss,  the  line  being  traced  through  Amos, 
Avery.  Marvin  and  Burritt  M.  Hotchkiss,  our 
subject’s  father.  Burritt  M.  Hotchkiss  was  born 
and  reared  at  Prospect,  and  enjoyed  but  limited 
educational  privileges  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  vicinity.  Being  obliged  at  an  early  age  to 
seek  a means  of  earning  a livelihood,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Goodyear  Glove  Company,  at 
Naugatuck,  who  were  then  conducting  a small 
business  with  seven  workmen.  His  ability  soon 
won  recognition,  and  from  a common  laborer  he 
rose  to  the  position  of  superintendent,  which  he 
held  for  a number  of  years,  and  later  became 
vice-president  and  advisory  superintendent,  the 


business  constantly  increasing  in  the  meantime 
until  over  700  men  were  employed.  He  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  in  the  rubber  industry  and  his 
foresight,  industry  and  good  management  enabled 
him  to  gain  a handsome  competence.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity.and  in  poli- 
tics he  was  a Republican,  but  while  he  took  a 
keen  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party  he  never 
entered  the  political  arena.  In  appearance  he 
was  commanding,  being  of  tall  frame  and  weigh- 
ing about  200  pounds,  and  he  attained  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-one  years,  his  death  oc- 
curring at  his  home  in  Naugatuck.  In  early 
manhood  he  married  Miss  Adaline  M.  Hall,  a 
member  of  a prominent  pioneer  family  of  East 
Hartford.  Conn.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
five,  the. remains  of  both  being  interred  at  Nau- 
gatuck. Their  family  consisted  of  three  chil- 
dren: Robert  E.,  now  superintendent  of  the 

plant  of  the  Liverpool  Rubber  Company,  at 
Liverpool,  England;  F.  D. , our  subject;  and 
Ella,  who  married  Edgar  O.  Whitney,  and  died 
in  Meriden,  Connecticut. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Naugatuck,  October 
11,  1851,  and  after  attending  the  local  schools 
lor  a time  he  pursued  a higher  course  of  study  at 
Wilbraham  Methodist  School  at  Wilbraham, 
Mass.  On  leaving  that  institution  he  at  once 
found  employment  in  the  plant  of  the  Goodyear 
Glove  Company,  and  as  his  experience  and  knowl- 
edge of  the  business  grew  he  was  promoted  from 
positions  of  minor  responsibility  and  placed  in 
charge  of  different  departments,  thus  gaining  a 
thorough  practical  training  in  all  branches  of  the 
work.  For  some  time  he  was  superintendent  of 
the  calender  department,  but  he  resigned  the 
position  to  be  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
American  Rubber  Company,  at  Cambridgeport, 
Mass.  In  August,  1888,  he  removed  to  Fairfield 
to  take  his  present  position  with  the  Fairfield 
Rubber  Company.  He  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  but  beyond  voting  regularly  he  does 
not  actively  share  in  party  work.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  he  belongs  to 
the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  Centennial  Lodge  No.  100,  at 
Naugatuck. 

In  1874  Mr.  Hotchkiss  married  his  first  wife. 
Miss  Amelia  Perkins,  daughter  of  Wales  and 
Maria  (Clark)  Perkins,  prominent  residents  0' 
Naugatuck.  She  died  a few  years  later,  and  in 
1887  he  married  Miss  Nellie  Welton,  daughter  0 
Frank  L.  and  Augusta  (Thayer)  Welton,  of  Wa- 
terbury. By  the  first  marriage  there  were  two 
children;  Charles  S. , and  Addie  Burr,  a member 
of  the  D.  A.  R. ; and  by  the  second  there  were 
three:  Helen  W.  Welton,  Frank  W.  Welton 

and  Frances  Rosalba. 
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CHARLES  VV.  MANN.  It  is  a pleasing  com-  i 
mentary  on  the  educational  system  in  Great  I 
Britain  that  the  youthful  minds  are  sufficiently  . 
well  trained,  at  a very  early  age.  to  be  able  to  i 
begin  preparation  for  life  work,  in  whatever  pro-  i 
fession  might  be  chosen.  Wc  here  present  to  1 
our  readers  a brief  account  of  the  life  of  one  of  p 
the  English-born  citizens  of  the  county,  Charles  i 
\V.  Mann,  who  was  born  at  Halifax.  England,  i 
May  8.  1855.  one  of  the  large  family  born  to  | 
Joseph  and  Annis  (Patchett)  Mann.  The  others  j 
were:  Elizabeth  Ann  (Mrs.  W iggiesworth).  of  | 

Halifax;  Mary  Emma  (Mrs.  Charlesworth).  of  | 
Manchester.  England ; Sarah  Eliza,  wife  of  Frank  I 
Bancroft,  a grocer  and  butcher  at  Bridgeport.  I 
Charlotte  Annis.  wife  of  William  G.  Heath,  lor-  j 
trier  I y general  manager  of  the  Lnuiy  .\rus  at  j 
Bridgeport;  Joe  Edwards,  managing  clerk  ior  E.  j 
H.  Hill  Son,  solicitors,  of  Halifax;  Harriet  1 
Amelia  and  Frances  Louisa,  unmarried  and  resid-  I 
ing  at  Halifax;  and  John  Clough  Patciiett,  de-  j 
ceased  | 

Charles  \V.  Mann  was  educated  at  Waiter  I 
Clough  Hall.  Bark  F'ield  House  and  Hipperholme 
Grammar  School,  all  three  of  which  are  in  the  I 
parish  of  Halifax.  He  had  early  evinced  a liking  1 
ior  study,  and  his  powers  of  oratory  were  devel-  I 
oped  at  an  early  age.  When  but  twelve  years  j 
old  he  determined  to  become  a lawyer,  and  at  | 
fourteen  entered  a law  office  as  a student,  and  | 
remained  there  until  1877,  when,  desiring  a wider  | 
held  for  his  labors,  he  came  to  this  country,  j 
immediately  entering  the  law  office  of  Judge  | 
Wilbur  F.  Davis,  of  Meriden.  Conn.,  remaining  | 
at  this  office  until  May  21,  1878,  when  he  was 
admitted  to  piactice  at  the  New  Haven  County  1 
Bar.  He  then  opened  an  office  for  himself,  and  | 
continued  to  practice  with  success  until  1892.  I 
His  rapid  rise  won  for  him  the  soubriquet  of  1 
’•  Rising  Star. ” Many  offers  had  been  made  to  ! 
induce  him  to  locate  at  Bridgeport,  but  it  was  I 
not  until  May,  1892,  that  he  decided  to  make  1 
the  change.  His  career  as  a lawyer  could  hardly  1 
be  more  remarkable.  He  came  here  an  entire  1 
stranger,  and  within  a few  years  his  talents  have 
placed  him  above  many  who  have  all  the  advan- 
tages of  friends  and  inherited  wealth.  His  prac- 
tice is  a lucrative  one,  and  he  is  considered  one  of  , 
Bridgeport  s prominent  attorneys.  He  is  in  great  | 
demand  in  court,  where  his  fine,  polished  address,  I 
his  command  of  language,  his  pure  diction, 
make  him  a distinguished  figure.  He  has  never 
become  so  matter-of-fact  as  to  be  unmoved  about 
the  work  entrusted  to  his  care,  and  when  piead-  ' 
ing.  his  voice,  earnest  and  clear  in  tone,  carries  1 
at  once  to  the  hearers  a conviction  of  the  speaker  s ! 
honesty,  and  wins  over  the  minds  of  the  jury,  i 


in  1884  he  made  his  first  appearance  as  a 
political  speaker,  and  traveled  over  the  State  in 
behalf  of  Grover  Cleveland;  his  natural  ability  as 
an  orator,  and  his  forcible  and  logical  arguments, 
contributed  largely  to  the  benefit  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  wherever  he  went. 

A short  time  after  h is  removal  to  Bridgeport, 
the  position  of  city  attorney  of  Meriden,  his  for- 
mer home,  was  offered  him.  and  the  Meriden 
papers  made  urgent  appeals  to  secure  his  return 
to  that  place;  but  he  had  formed  attachments  in 
his  new  home,  and  decided  to  remain  in  Bridge- 
port. In  1893.  when  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  establish  a Consulate  at  Halifax,  our  subject 
was  placed  before  the  government  (or  appoint- 
ment by  the  United  States  Treasurer,  Daniel  N. 
Morgan,  and  endorsed  by  a petition  containing 
the  signature  of  every  prominent  citizen  in  the 
city  and  in  the  State.  He  also  received  many 
flattering  letters  fiom  Halifax  business  men  urg- 
ing him  to  seek  the  position,  and  they  were 
greatly  disappointed  when  the  idea  of  establish- 
ing the  Consulate  at  the  place  was  abandoned. 

On  September  8,  1879,  Mr.  Mann  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Amelia  Woodward, 
of  Meriden,  and  a descendant  of  an  old  English 
family.  To  this  couple  one  son  has  been  born  - 
Arthur  Woodward,  now  (1899)  fourteen  years  of 
age;  he  is  a great  student,  and  has  already  de- 
veloped a great  taste  for  debating,  his  delivery 
foretelling  a wonderful  career  as  a public  speaker, 
bidding  fair  to  rival  that  of  his  father,  thus 
adding  but  another  illustration,  "a  worthy  son 
of  a worthy  sire.  ” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mann  are  members  and  active 
workers  in  the  South  Congregational  Church. 
Socially,  Mr.  Mann  is  a member  of  the  Sea  Side 
Club;  Ancient  Order  of  Essenics;  Order  of  Sons 
of  St.  George.  Pioneer  Lodge  No.  79,  and 
Grand  Chief  Washington  of  the  State  Brother- 
hood of  the  U-nion.  He  is  very  public  spirited, 
and  liberal  of  his  means  or  labor  to  all  worthy 
causes.  Genial,  charitable  and  honest,  he  wins 
and  maintains  the  regard  of  all  classes  of  people. 


HrANFORD  W.  PLATT,  of  the  well-known 

. and  prosperous  firm  of  Platt  & Ritch,  of 

Bridgeport,  is  a native  of  Fairfield  county,  born 
in  the  town  of  Easton,  December  8,  1847,  a 
representative  of  the  fourth  generation  of  the 
Platt  family  in  this  vicinity. 

Ebenezer  Platt,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. was  a son  of  William  Platt,  and  was  a teach- 
er of  considerable  note  in  Easton.  He  married 
Anna  Edwards,  a native  of  the  same  town,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
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dren:  Mary;  William;  Edward;  Wakeman;  I 

Charles;  Marietta;  and  Granville,  all  now  de- 
ceased except  the  last  named,  who  is  now  living 
in  Stepney,  this  county.  Edward,  the  third  in 
the  above  mentioned  family,  was  the  father  of 
our  subject,  and  was  born  in  Easton,  where  be 
followed  his  trades  of  shoemaker  and  painter. 
He  married  Susan  Judd,  a daughter  of  Lewis 
Judd,  of  Easton,  to  which  union  three  children 
were  born:  Hanford  W.,  our  subject;  Georgia, 

deceased;  and  Eugene,  also  deceased.  The  fa- 
ther died  in  1854,  and  the  mother  married  again, 
her  second  husband  being  Asa  D.  Pratt,  by  whom 
she  has  two  children:  Oliver  T.,  of  Bridgeport; 

and  Fred,  of  Fairfield.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Pratt,  Maria  Judd,  was  ninety-eight  years  old  in 
October,  1897. 

Hanford  W.  Platt  spent  his  youth  in  his  na- 
tive village,  and  at  Stepney,  in  both  of  which 
places  he  attended  school.  His  educational 
training  ended  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  when  he 
came  to  Bridgeport,  and  entered  the  employ  of 
William  Platt,  an  uncle,  as  a clerk  in  the  market 
at  No.  89  State  street.  For  nearly  thirty  years 
he  has  been  in  this  one  store.  From  1876  to 
1882,  assisted  bv  his  brother  Eugene,  he  ran  the 
market  on  State  street,  and  from  1882  to  1884 
our  subject  had  the  one  on  Cannon  street.  In 
1884  the  firm  of  Platt  & Ritch  was  formed,  and 
they  engaged  in  business  at  the  same  place  where 
Mr.  Platt's  uncle  had  been  before  them. 

In  1880.  at  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  Mr.  Platt 
was  married  to  Miss  Charlotte  A.  Stevens,  daugh- 
ter of  Rufus  W.  Stevens,  and  Mr.  Ritch  married 
her  sister.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Platt  two  children 
have  been  born:  Harold  Stevens,  and  Theodore 

Rufus.  Socially,  Mr.  Platt  is  connected  with 
Arcanum  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; Red  Men,  Konka- 
potanah  Tribe;  and  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
He  and  his  wife  are  both  active  in  their  interest 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  occupy 
an  enviable  position  in  the  regard  of  their  fel- 
lowmen. 


iPVEORGE  E.  WHITNEY,  a civil  engineer  of 
\Jf;  broad  experience  and  ability,  and  who  for 
nearlv  a third  of  a century  has  been  identified 
with  the  Stamford  Water  Works,  of  which  he  is 
the  superintendent,  is  a native  of  Westchester 
county,  N.  Y..  born  January  14,  1842,  in  the 
town  of  Somers. 

George  W.  Whitney,  his  grandfather,  a tan- 
ner and  currier  by  trade  and  occupation,  was  a 
native  of  Norwalk,  Conn.  In  later  life,  how- 
ever, he  carried  on  farming  operations  at  Venice, 
Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  married  Matilda  Olm- 


stead,  and  of  their  children,  Edward  P.  Whitney 
(the  father  of  George  E.)  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Norwalk,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  but  passed  his 
boyhood  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Cayuga  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  attended  the  public  schools  o( 
the  neighborhood.  He  became  a carriagemaker 
by  trade,  which  he  learned  in  Ridgefield,  Ccnn., 
and  followed  the  business  in  the  town  of  Somers, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.  Subsequently  he  moved 
to  Stamford,  and  there  followed  his  trade  until 
the  time  of  his  death;  he  passed  away,  however, 
at  Venice,  N.  Y.  He  was  married  in  the  town 
of  Somers,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Harriet 
Ann  Jackson,  a daughter  of  Zolomon  Jackson, 
who  still  survives  and  is  a resident  of  Stamford. 
To  this  marriage  were  born  children  as  follows: 
George  E.,  Sarah  M.  and  Ella  M.,  all  deceased 
excepting  George  E.  The  father  of  these  served 
as  a justice  of  the  peace  in  Stamford.  He  was 
affiliated  with  Union  Lodge  No.  5,  F.  & A.  M. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature 
in  1856. 

George  E.  Whitney  was  educated  in  Stam- 
ford, where  he  received  the  benefit  of  the 
public  schools  of  the  place.  He  also  at- 
tended Claverack  Academy,  and  was  there 
prepared  for  the  business  of  a marine  enginter. 
Early  in  1862  he  entered  the  United  States  Navy 
as  a marine  engineer,  and  performed  faithful  serv- 
ice during  four  years  of  the  Civil  war,  returning 
to  his  home  with  an  honorable  and  highly  credit- 
able war  record.  His  first  duty  was  performed  on 
the  U.  S.  steamer  "Mohawk,"  on  which  he  re- 
mained one  year.  At  the  close  of  this  period  he 
was  transferred  to  the  dispatch  boat  "Colum- 
bine,” bn  which  he  remained  three  months.  He 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Palatka,  on  the  St.  Johns 
river,  Fla.,  and  was  for  five  months  confined  in 
Rebel  prisons;  was  taken  first  to  Savannah,  Ga., 
thence  to  Macon,  Ga.,  thence  to  Charleston,  S.C.. 
and  thence  to  Libby  Prison  at  Richmond,  Va.. 
being  released  from  the  latter  by  exchange  in 
October,  1 864 . Owing  to  sickness,  he  was  then 
furloughed  until  in  December  of  that  year.  Fol- 
lowing this  he  was  placed  on  the  "Chenango, 
in  the  South  Atlantic  service.  Six  months  later 
he  went  aboard  the  "South  Carolina,”  and  was 
on  her  some  six  months,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged  from  the  service.  On  the  close  of  the 
war  he  returned  to  Stamford,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  pursuit  of  his  choseil  calling,  that  ol  civil 
engineering.  He  performed  work  all  along  the 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  railway,  being  in  the 
company’s  employ  three  years.  In  1870,  he  be- 
came the  engineer  of  the  Stamford  Waterworks, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  in  the  company? 
service,  and  has  proven  himself  to  be  a most 
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trusted  and  efficient  public  servant.  He  is  and  1 
has  been  lor  years  superintendent  tn  charge  of 
the  Stamford  Works.  He  is  a penial  and  affable 
gentleman,  well-known  and  favorably  throughout  ' 
Fairfield  county,  where  he  is  very  popular.  He 
is  a member  of  Hobble  Host  No.  23.  G A.  R.:of 
the  New  England  Society  of  Naval  Engineers, 
and  of  Union  Lodge  No.  5.  F.  be  A.  M 

On  November  4,  1869,  Mr.  Whitney  was  mar- 
ried at  Stamford  to  Miss  Antoinette  H.  Lockwood, 
a (laughter  of  John  Lockwood,  of  that  place,  and  1 
the  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  Ed- 
ward Percival.  who  was  born  at  Stamford,  for  ^ 
his  hfe  work  he  chose  dentistry,  and  entered  the 
New  York  Dental  College,  New  York  City,  from  1 
which  he  was  graduated;  he  is  now’  a dentist  in  1 
New  York  City.  The  mother  died  February  16,  j 
1880.  and  on  April  30.  1887,  the  father  was  again 
married,  this  time  to  Lina  Opie,  at  Elizabeth,  N.  1 
J.islie  died  June,  1894,  leaving  a son — Louis  ■ 
Opie.  Politically,  Mr.  Whitney  is  a Democrat.  1 
and  served  two  terms  as  member  of  the  council  [ 
when  Stamford  was  a borough.  Religiously,  he 
is  a member  of  the  St.  Andrews  Episcopal  Church.  I 

_ I 

CHARLES  W.  BLAKLSLLL.  Few  residents  1 
of  Stratford,  outside  of  public  Hie,  are  as 
well  known  as  this  enterprising  and  successful  : 
conductor,  who  has  now  bten  connected  with  | 
the  mason's  trade  there  longer  than  any  other  ; 
builder . As  a citizen  he  is  held  in  high  esteem,  , 
and  he  is  prominent  in  social  and  religious  circles,  1 
being  identified  with  various  organizations  in  ' 
which  his  penial  manners.  Ins  mental  gifts  and  | 
his  talent  have  made  him  a leader.  ; 

Mr.  Blakeslee's  ancestors  settled  at  an  early  ! 
day  in  the  vicinity  of  Plymouth,  lonn..  where  I 
his  father.  Asaph  H.  Blakeslee.  was  born  and 
reared,  and  for  many  years  followed  the  cooper's 
trade,  his  death  occurring  there  in  1883.  Our 
subject  s mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Emily 
Churchill,  is  still  living.  She  was  born  at  Camp- 
ville.  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1814.  daughter  of 
Will  iam  Churchill,  a prominent  citizen  of  that  [ 
town.  Eight  children  were  born  to  Asaph  and  j 
Emily  Blakeslee,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy;  1 
Arthur  R.  is  a retired  agriculturist  in  the  town  of  | 
Milford,  New  Haven  county;  john  is  a farmer  in  ( 
the  town  of  Stratford,  this  county;  Charles  W.  , 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Henry  (deceased)  I 
was  a mason  by  trade,  and  served  as  a soldier  i 
during  the  Civil  war;  Edmund  died  in  early  man-  I 
hood;  and  Julia  married  Horace  Whitlesey,  of  : 
New  Haven.  , 

Our  subject  was  born  April  8,  1842,  in  Plvm-  , 
outh,  Conn.,  but  his  youth  was  mainly  spent  1 

64 


in  this  county  upon  a farm  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  town  of  Stratford.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  the  schools  of  Putney  village,  and  at 
an  early  age  he  learned  the  paper-making  trade. 
This  proving  uncongenial,  he  became  a sailor, 
but  after  four  years  he  tired  of  that  occupation 
and  located  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  then  learned 
the  mason  s trade  with  Nelson  Taylor.  He  has 
since  been  continuously  engaged  in  that  business 
and  has  filled  many  contracts  for  the  erection  of 
stone  and  brick  buildings,  especially  in  Bridge- 
port. He  married  Miss  Emma  St.  John,  a na- 
tive of  New  Canaan,  this  county,  and  a daughter 
of  Benom  and  Maria  St.  John.  The  only  child 
of  this  union,  Clayton  K..  is  now  employed  in  an 
office  in  Bridgeport.  Politically,  Mr.  Blakeslee 
is  a Democrat,  as  was  his  father  before  him, 
and,  socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  Order  of 
American  Mechanics  Lodge,  No.  79;  Housatonic 
Grange  No.  67;  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Oronoque 
Lodge  No.  90,  and  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah, 
Evening  Star  Lodge  No.  22,  at  Stratford.  For 
manv  years  he  has  been  an  active  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  being  a member  of 
the  choir  and  chairman  of  the  music  committee, 
and  for  some  time  he  served  as  president  of  the 
Christian  Endeavor  Society.  He  has  always 
been  an  advocate  of  progress  in  various  lines, 
and  at  present  he  is  the  superintendent  of  the 
Congregational  Cemetery  Association,  and  an 
officer  in  the  village  Improvement  Company. 


EDWARD  FINLAN,  proprietor  of  a grocery, 
liquor  and  wholesale  beer  business  in  Bridge- 
port, of  which  city  he  has  been  a resident  some 
thirty  years,  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born  April  1 1, 
1850.  in  County  Carlow. 

Dennis  Finlan.  father  of  our  subject,  was  born, 
lived  and  died  in  Ireland,  where  he  followed 
farming.  By  his  wife.  Catherine  (Brophy),  he 
had  a family  of  thirteen  children,  six  of  whom 
are  yet  living,  three  of  them  coming  to  the  United 
States  as  follows:  Peter  is  with  his  brother  Ed- 

ward; Josephine  is  married  to  Patrick  Morrissey, 
a grocery  and  saloon  keeper;  and  Edward. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  at  the 
parish  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old, 
at  which  time,  in  1868.  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  landing  at  New  York  City.  For  some 
time  he  worked  in  Brooklyn,  and  then,  in  1869, 
he  removed  to  Bridgeport,  where  he  found  em- 
ployment in  Wheeler  & Wilson's  factory  until 
1875.  in  that  year  establishing  his  present  grocery 
and  liquor  business  at  No.  56  Washington  ave- 
nue. In  1886  he  removed  to  Nos.  59-61,  same 
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avenue,  and  in  1888  he  added  a wholesale  beer 
trade,  in  all  of  which  he  has  met  with  well- 
merited  success. 

In  1873  Mr.  Finlan  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Kate  McLaughlin,  also  a native  of 
Ireland,  and  nine  children  were  born  to  them, 
five  of  whom  are  living,  viz.:  Kate,  Margaret, 

Josephine,  Jennie  and  John.  The  mother  of 
these  passed  from  earth  in  1884,  and  in  1886  our 
subject  wedded  Mrs.  Sarah  Poland,  of  Bridge- 
port, a daughter  of  John  Laverty,  an  old  resi- 
dent of  that  city,  and  of  Irish  descent.  Three 
children  graced  this  union,  only  one  of  whom 
survives,  Anna.  The  mother  died  in  April,  1892. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Finlan  is  a member  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  to  which  he  con- 
tributes freely  of  his  means;  socially,  he  is  affili- 
ated with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  the 
Catholic  Legion;  in  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 
His  genial,  pleasant  manner  has  made  him  quite 
popular  in  both  business  and  social  circles,  and 
as  a public-spirited,  enterprising  man.  he  is  rec- 
ognized as  a valued  citizen  of  the  community. 


JrOHN  W.  ECKEL,  a well-known  resident  of 
1 Bridgeport,  is  not  only  prominent  in  busi- 
ness circles,  but  he  has  been  for  many  years 
a ‘'power  behind  the  throne”  in  political  move- 
ments in  his  locality.  His  efforts  for  the  success 
of  the  Democratic  party  are  not  conditioned, 
however,  upon  official  rewards,  as  he  has.  so 
jar.  kept  his  name  from  the  ticket. 

Mr.  Eckel  is  a native  of  the  United  States, 
born  of  German  ancestry,  his  family  having  orig- 
inated in  Bavaria.  John  Eckel,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  a successful  merchant  in  the 
Fatherland,  and  during  the  Napoleonic  wars  he 
served  as  an  officer  in  the  French  army.  Late 
in  life  he  came  to  America,  and  his  last  days 
were  spent  in  retirement  in  Newark,  N.  J.  He 
and  his  wife,  Apolinia  (Schwartz),  reared  a fam- 
ily of  seven  children — four  daughters  and  three 
<ons — the  sons  being:  John,  our  subject's  father; 
Adam,  who  was  a whaler  by  occupation,  and 
when  last  heard  from,  many  years  ago.  was  at  the 
Sandwich  Islands;  Fred  died  at  New  Orleans  of 
vellow  fever. 

John  Eckel,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1818.  in  Bavaria,  and  in  the  fall  of  1834 
came  to  the  United  States.  Soon  after  his  arri- 
val he  applied  for  naturalization  at  Newark, 
N.  1.,  and  his  papers,  which  are  dated  October 
22,  1840,  are  now  among  our  subject’s  most 
cherished  possessions.  John  Eckel  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Bavaria,  and  after  locating  at 
Newark,  N.  J.,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  to 


the  saddler’s  trade,  which  he  followed  as  a jour- 
neyman until  i860,  removing  in  1850  to  Bridge- 
port. In  i860  he  established  a saloon  at  No. 
849  Main  street,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  which 
he  named  the  “Bull’s  Head,”  from  the  fact 
that  it  became  a favorite  resort  with  cat- 
tlemen. This  business  he  continued  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  June  5,  1871,  at 
Bridgeport,  and  his  remains  now  repose  in 
Mountain  Grove  cemetery.  He  took  keen  inter- 
est in  all  public  questions,  being  first  a Whig  and 
later  a Democrat,  but  aside  from  voting  regularly 
he  did  not  actively  assist  his  party.  While  he 
was  unostentatious  in  manner  and  avoided  pub- 
licity, he  was  much  esteemed  among  his  asso- 
ciates and  was  a member  of  several  German 
societies.  His  business  success  was  achieved 
through  close  and  persistent  application,  and  he 
was  noted  for  his  strict  integrity,  his  word  being 
considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  In  1843  he  was 
married  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  to  Miss  Henrietta 
Horstmann,  who  was  born  June  14,  1825.  in 
Hanover,  and  came  to  America  in  1838  with  her 
parents,  William  and  Margaret  Horstmann.  She 
now  resides  with  our  subject.  Of  the  four  chil- 
dren of  this  union,  the  eldest,  Henrietta,  who 
married  William  Lieberum,  died  in  Bridgeport; 
John  W.,  our  subject,  was  the  second  in  order 
of  birth;  Eliza  married  Conrad  Mueller,  and 
died  in  Bridgeport;  and  Rosa,  who  also  died  in 
that  city,  was  formerly  the  wife  of  F.  W. 
i Zingsem. 

Our  subject  was  born  August  19.  1847*  'n 
Newark,  N.  J.,  and  was  three  years  old  when 
his  parents  came  to  Bridgeport,  where  he  re- 
ceived a public-school  education.  In  1864  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Wood  Brothers,  serving 
an  apprenticeship  as  a body-maker  in  their  car- 
riage factory  at  $50  per  year.  As  the  only  son 
he  took  charge  of  his  father's  business  after  the 
death  of  the  latter  in  1871,  and  he  has  since 
conducted  the  saloon  successfully  at  the  old 
establishment,  which  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  of 
the  kind  in  the  city,  and  has  the  leputation  of 
being  orderly  in  every  respect.  He  owns  some 
valuable  real  estate  in  the  locality,  and  as  a citi- 
zen is  public  spirited,  taking  an  active  part  m 
beneficial  movements.  His  genial  disposition 
and  generosity  have  won  for  him  a host  0 
friends,  and  he  never  refuses  to  help  an  acquaint- 
ance in  time  of  need.  Politically,  he  is  astanc 
Democrat,  and  although  he  has  never  sought  of- 
fice his  friends  and  enemies  alike  have  felt  the 
effects  of  his  work  and  influence  in  partisan  a - 
fairs  He  is  a member  of  Mvthra  Lodge  No.  - 
K.  of  P.,  also  of  the  I.  O.  0*F.,  Lessing  Lodge 
No.  94,  and  he  has  always  been  active  in  t e 
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work  of  the  local  fire  companies.  At  the  time 
of  the  great  parade  in  1883  he  was  foreman  of 
Pacific  Engine  Company,  and  in  the  days  of  the 
volunteer  fire  brigades  he  served  for  years  as  a 
member  of  Fountain  Hose  Company  No.  3.  He 
has  a fine  collection  of  badges,  presented  to  him 
at  various  times  by  that  company,  and  he  prizes 
them  highly,  not  only  as  testimonials  of  his  own 
effective  service,  hut  as  reminders  of  the  gallant 
men  with  whom  he  was  so  long  a comrade.  j 
In  1871  Mr.  Eckel  married  Miss  Emma  Eb-  1 
erhardt,  daughter  of  Ulrich  Eberhardt.  of  New- 
ark, N.  J..  and  a member  of  a wealthy  family  of  j 
that  locality,  her  relatives  being  extensively  en- 
gaged in  rnanulactur mg.  Six  children  have  ( 
blessed  this  union:  Henry,  formerly  in  business  ! 

with  our  subject,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four; 
Henrietta  died  in  infancy;  Kosalind,  John  J.  and 
Josephine  and  Susannah  are  at  home.  The  fam- 
ily is  identified  with  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Eckel  is  an  active  mem- 
ber 


JOHN  F.  HINCKLEY,  a well-known  grocer  1 
in  Bridgeport,  conducts  an  establishment  on  | 
the  corner  of  Barnum  and  Sraview  avenue,  1 
where  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative  | 
business,  his  stock  including  a fine  supply  of  l 
liquors. 

Mr.  Hinckley  was  born  September  24,  1850, 
in  Preston.  Conn.,  a son  of  John  H.  and  Ida  F.  1 
(Tubbs)  Hinckley,  both  now  deceased.  William 
Hinckley,  our  subject  s paternal  grandfather,  was 
a native  of  Manchester,  England,  and  came  to 
America  in  early  manhood,  locating  at  Preston,  | 
where  he  followed  farming  as  an  occupation.  1 
John  H.  Hinckley,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  j 
born  at  Preston,  and  beiarne  an  engineer  by  I 
trade.  His  wife,  who  was  aUo  of  English  ances-  j 
try.  was  a native  of  Greenville.  Conn.  Of  their  I 
six  children  the  following  fixed  to  adult  age:  Ida, 
who  married  William  T.  Howes,  a coal  dealer  in 
Bridgeport;  John  F..  our  subject;  Frank,  engin- 
eer in  the  Wheeler  (V  Howe  coal  yard  at  Bridge- 
port: and  Ella,  wife  of  Lawrence  Baker,  of  the 
fame  city. 

Our  subject  was  four  years  old  when  he  came 
to  Bridgeport,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in 
the  schools  of  that  city.  Asa  \oung  man  he  was 
employed  for  some  time  bv  the  Wheeler  & Wil- 
son Manufacturing  Company,  and  later  he  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Bridgeport  Street  Rail- 
mad  Company,  with  which  he  remained  twenty- 
one  years,  working  his  way  up  from  the  position 
of  driver  to  that  of  superintendent.  In  August, 
1894,  he  opened  his  present  grocery  and  liquor 


t 

j store,  and  from  the  first  he  met  with  gratifying 
I success.  Politically,  he  is  a Democrat,  andinre- 
1 ligion  he  inclines  to  the  Methodist  faith,  in  which 
! he  was  reared.  He  married  Miss  Esther  Lynch, 

1 daughter  of  John  Lynch,  of  Bridgeport,  and  has 
had  two  children:  Ellen  Frances,  wife  of  Will- 

iam H.  Skinner,  of  Bridgeport,  and  John  H., 
who  is  at  home. 


ORVILLE  B.  BURTON  is  a representative 
of  the  fourth  generation  of  the  family  of 
Burton  that  have  been  born  in  the  town  of 
Trumbull,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.  Benjamin  Burton, 
Jr.,  his  father,  was  the  son  of  Eli  P.  Burton,  the 
son  of  Benjamin  Burton,  Sr. 

Benjamin  Burton,  Jr.,  passed  his  entire  life 
in  Trumbull,  engaging  in  farming  at  Trumbull 
Center.  The  Puritan  blood  of  his  ancestors 
showed  itself  in  his  strict  adherence  to  the  tenets 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  in  politics  he 
was  an  earnest  Whig,  and  in  all  matters  of  public 
welfare  he  took  an  active  part.  He  served  as 
captain  of  the  local  military  company  for  many 
years.  In  music  he  found  rest  from  his  daily 
labors,  and  was  a good  performer  on  the  bass  viol, 
which  he  played  in  Church  until  the  introduction 
of  an  organ.  He  married  Harriett  Plumb,  and 
to  them  were  born  children  as  follows:  Caroline, 
the  deceased  wile  of  Oragne  Plumb;  Eli,  of 
Trumbull,  who  wedded  Mary  Brewer;  Lorena, 
wife  of  Aliaz  Bradley,  of  Riverhead,  Long  Island; 
Rollin.  who  died  while  in  service  during  the  Civil 
war.  and  our  subject. 

Orville  B.  Burton  was  born  October  22,  1853, 
and  passed  his  boyhood  in  his  native  town.  His 
education  was  obtained  by  an  attendance  at  the 
public  schools,  and  right  well  did  he  take  advan- 
tage of  what  opportunity  he  had.  In  the  summer 
he  worked  on  the  farm,  and  there  acquired  the 
knowledge  of  agricultural  work  that  was  the 
foundation  of  his  later  success.  When  about 
twelve  years  of  age  he  began  market  gardening, 
and  for  thirty  years  he  followed  this  industry. 
In  189;  he  began  the  dairy  business,  and  is  now 
following  that  with  small  profit. 

Mr.  Burton  is  very  public  spirited,  and  has 
always  lound  time  to  keep  well  informed  on 
matters  of  general  interest.  He  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Republican  party.  In  1895  he 
was  appointed  clerk,  registrar  and  treasurer  of 
the  town  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  the  former 
incumbent.  In  1896  he  was  elected  town  clerk 
1 and  treasurer  for  one  year,  and  in  1897  was 
elected  for  two  years.  For  many  years  he  served 
1 as  clerk  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
! he  is  a faithful  member,  as  is  also  Mrs.  Burton. 
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Since  twelve  years  of  age  Mr.  Burton  has  been 
one  of  the  choristers  in  that  Church,  being  a 
tenor  singer  of  some  renown.  Mrs.  Burton  is  a 
fine  alto  singer,  and  she  and  her  husband  com- 
pose part  of  a quartet  choir. 

On  November  25,  1879,  Mr.  Burton  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  C.  Rosabelle  Hurd, 
a daughter  of  Harvey  Hurd,  of  Huntington,  this 
county,  and  their  home  has  been  gladdened  by 
one  daughter,  Melissa. 


HEHEMIAH  JENNINGS.  In  every  com-  1 
munity  some  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
enterprise  and  acumen  develops  his  chosen  line 
of  business  so  ably  that  it  assumes  pre-eminence 
over  others,  and  in  the  thriving  little  city  of 
Southport  this  position  is  occupied  by  the  meat 
business  as  built  up  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
the  well-known  proprietor  of  the  Union  Market, 
corner  of  Main  and  Water  streets.  In  volume  of 
business  done  and  territory  covered  it  compares 
well  with  any  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the 
State,  the  regular  patronage  extending  from 
Bridgeport  on  the  east  to  New  York  City  on  the 
w'est,  while  three  wagons  supply  a large  miscel- 
laneous trade  throughout  that  region.  As  a citi- 
zen Mr.  Jennings  is  much  esteemed,  and  he  is 
not  only  prominent  in  business  circles  in  con- 
nection with  this  and  other  enterprises,  but 
has  been  in  political  life;  of  late  he  has  given  en- 
tire attention  to  his  private  business,  serving, 
however,  as  postmaster  of  Southport. 

Mr.  Jennings  was  born  in  Fairfield  township, 
January  1,  1842,  the  son  of  Nehemiah  Jennings 
and  his  second  wife,  Abby  Platt  Saunders,  who 
are  mentioned  more  fully  elsewhere.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  work  in  the  good  old-fashioned 
way,  and  as  he  was  among  the  youngest  of  a 
large  family  the  ’‘chores”  occupied  much  of  his 
time.  His  educational  opportunities  were  re- 
stricted to  the  local  schools,  but  as  a mere  lad 
he  displayed  marked  ability  and  energy  in  busi- 
ness lines,  the  necessity  of  having  to  make  his 
own  living  having  been  impressed  upon  him  at 
an  early  age.  In  1859.  when  but  seventeen 
vears  old,  he  invested  his  hard  earnings,  from 
various  sources,  in  the  meat  business,  opening  a 
market  in  Southport,  which  he  has  ever  since 
continued  successfully,  at  one  time  also  conduct- 
ing a branch  in  Stamford.  His  management  is 
thoroughly  progressive,  any  improvement  which 
occurs  to  his  alert  and  practical  mind  being 
promptly  introduced,  and  his  personal  attention 
is  given  to  all  branches  of  the  work,  his  familiar- 
ity With  every  detail  making  it  possible  for  him 
to  turn  his  hand,  if  he  chooses,  to  any  task  which 


his  six  employes  have  in  hand.  His  courtesy  is 
unfailing,  and  this,  combined  with  unquestioned 
integrity  in  his  dealings  with  his  customers,  has 
won  for  him  the  confidence  and  friendship  of  the 
people  in  a marked  degree.  His  large  and  varied 
stock  enables  him  to  suit  the  tastes  of  any  cus- 
tomer. and  as  orders  are  filled  with  the  utmost 
care  the  busy  housewife  can  supply  her  table  sat- 
isfactorily without  making  a visit  to  the  market, 
while  the  extent  of  the  business  done  permits  a 
low  range  of  prices.  The  store,  which  is  elegant- 
ly finished  in  hard  wood,  is  25  x 50  feet  in  size, 
and  the  post  office  is  located  in  the  same  build- 
ing. In  addition  to  his  other  cares  Mr.  Jennings 
is  agent  for  the  Columbia  bicycle,  and  is  inter- 
ested in  real  estate,  in  which  he  has  been  very 
successful,  some  valuable  property  having  been 
in  his  hands  at  various  times. 

Politically,  Mr.  Jennings  is  an  Independent, 
although  his  views  are  probably  more  in  harmony 
with  the  Democratic  party  than  any  other.  His 
business  interests  have  not  prevented  him  from 
taking  an  influential  part  in  local  affairs;  he  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  school  committee, 
and  spent  two  terms  as  deputy  sheriff,  resigning 
the  latter  position  to  take  charge  of  the  post  office 
at  Southport.  His  service,  which  began  in  1 886 
under  President  Cleveland’s  first  administration, 
has  been  so  efficient  that,  without  solicitation  on 
his  part,  he  has  been  continued  in  office  ever 
since.  Mr.  Jennings,  like  the  rest  of  us,  has  one 
hobby,  and  in  his  case  it  is  a fondness  for  good 
horses.  He  has  owned  several  noted  animals  in 
the  past,  and  among  the  horses  required  in  his 
business  he  has  some  excellent  stock.  His  home 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  Southport,  and 
he  and  his  wife,  formerly  Miss  Jane  A.  Banks, 
are  prominent  in  the  social  life  of  their  city. 
They  have  two  sons,  Walter  H.,  assistant  post- 
master, and  Harry  B. , both  being  connected 
with  their  father's  business. 


f°SES  H.  GLOVER,  the  popular  shoe 
| dealer  at  Nos.  40-42  Wall  street,  Norwalk. 

1 was  born  in  that  city  July  15,  1846,  a son  of 
I Henry  Glover. 

The  Glover  family  are  of  English  descent, 
and  for  several  generations  have  lived  in  the  town 
! of  Reading,  this  county.  Lemuel  Glover,  the 
j grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a hotel-keeper  in 

that  town,  and  his  son  Henry  there  grew  to  man- 

: hood  and  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade.  Henri 
Glover  married  Laura  Sherwood,  a descendant 
1 from  a prominent  Colonial  family  of  Scotc 
extraction.  After  their  marriage  they  came, 
! about  1840,  to  Norwalk  and  settled  on  a farm, 
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though  Mr.  Glover  worked  at  his  trade  also.  A 
lamiiy  of  four  children  were  born  to  them: 
Charles  L. , a grocer  at  Norwalk;  Moses  H.,  our 
subject  ; Carrie,  deceased,  and  Isabel,  the  wife  of 
Frederick  Buckley,  rubber  manufacturer  of  Nor- 
walk The  father  of  this  family  was  a Democrat. 
He  died  March  *8,  1808.  The  mother  passed 
away  January  24.  1890.  1 

Moses  H.  Glover  attended  the  public  schools 
in  Norwalk  until  he  was  sixteen  wars  of  age, 
when  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  blacksmith 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  about  lour  years.  1 
and  then  he  entered  the  grocery  store  of  his 
fattier.  With  the  latter  he  formed  a co-partner- 
ship under  the  firm  name  of  H.  Glover  N Son, 
which  lasted  until  September.  1884.  when  our 
subject  sold  out  his  inteiest  in  the  turn  to  his 
brother  Charles,  and  entered  into  a co  partner-  j 
ship  with  Theodore  H.  OHcn.  to  1 arry  on  a retail 
boot  and  shoe  business  under  the  turn  name  of 
Glover  it  Olsen.  They  conducted  two  stores.  1 
one  in  South  Norwalk  and  one  here.  The  busi- 
ness was  continued  under  this  management  until 
July  ).  1894.  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved 
ami  Mr.  Glover  continued  the  business  alone.  1 
His  careful,  honorable  dealings,  and  his  superior 
stock  of  goods,  have  tended  to  make  this  one  of 
the  most  popular  as  his  hii'-im-ss  ability  has  made  1 
it  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  line  in  t tie 
county. 

On  June  20,  1876,  Mr  (.lover  was  united  in  | 
marriage  with  May  A.  Gregory,  who  was  born  in  ' 
Norwalk,  a daughter  of  Seth  K.  Gregory.  In  | 
his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Giover  seeks  the  men  1 
and  principles,  rather  than  bind  himself  to  party.  . 
In  his  social  relations  he  is  a member  of  the  F. 
it  A.  M.  and  1.  0 O.  F.  He  is  a public-spirited,  i 
progressive  man,  and  has  won  his  success  in  this  1 
life  through  his  own  unaided  efforts.  He  is  a J 
director  in  the  Fairfield  County  National  Bank,  , 
also  in  the  Norwalk  Savings  Society.  His  store  j 
ts  a model  of  its  kind,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  in  | 
Norwalk,  as  is  also  his  store  in  South  Norwalk.  1 
There  are  few  more  popular  men  in  any  com-  ' 
munity  than  Moses  H.  Glover 

STERLING  HENRY  BOOTH,  of  Trumbull. 

has  been  engaged  in  business  for  some  time 
as  a wholesale  dealer  in  milk,  but  is  better  known 
through  his  able  and  successful  work  as  an  edu- 
cator. extending  over  a period  of  thirty  rears. 

Mr.  Booth  is  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  the  town  of  Trumbull,  and  hts  grand-  , 
father.  Philo  Booth,  Jr..  was  a well-known  farm-  < 
er  there.  This  worthy  pioneer  married  Anna 
Beach,  of  Daniels  Farms,  and  they  had  three  . 


children:  John  M , Lucinda  L.  (Mrs  Dr.  George 
Dyer),  and  Marshall  P. , none  of  whom  are  now 
living.  The  father  of  these  died  September  20, 
1833.  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years. 

The  late  )ohn  M.  Booth,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  in  White  Plains  District,  town  of  Trum- 
bull, and  was  educated  in  the  local  schools  and 
at  the  academy  in  Fairfield.  On  leaving  school 
he  engaged  in  farming,  which  occupation  he  fol- 
lowed until  his  death  in  188S.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat,  while  in  religious  faith  he  was 
a Congregationalism  His  estimable  wife,  who 
survives  him,  united  with  the  Congregational 
Church  in  1832,  and  is  now  the  oldest  living 
member.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mary  Sterling, 
and  her  father  was  Philip  Sterling,  a prominent 
resilient  of  Trumbull.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
M.  Booth  were  born  four  children:  Sterling 

Henry;  Frances  E.,  widow  of  the  late  R.  H. 
Sherwood;  Ann  Augusta,  deceased;  and  Mary 
Louisa,  who  married  Frank  H.  Dibble. 

Sterling  H.  Booth  was  born  September  29. 
1842.  at  his  present  homestead,  and  his  educa- 
tion was  begun  in  the  schools  of  that  neighbor- 
hood Later  he  attended  Day's  Institute,  at 
Golden  Hill,  making  such  good  use  of  his  oppor- 
tunities that  he  was  qualified  at  an  early  age  to 
engage  in  the  work  of  teaching.  During  his  long 
connection  with  that  profession  he  has  taught  at 
various  times  in  Huntingtoo*  Bridgeport,  Trum- 
bull and  Ha ir field,  winning  an  excellent  reputa- 
tion. For  two  years  in  early  life  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a shirt  factory  in  Bridgeport,  but  he 
has  always  been  more  or  less  engaged  in  farming, 
and  lor  some  time  has  devoted  his  attention  to 
wholesaling  milk.  He  has  never  married.  He 
is  much  esteemed  socially,  and  for  years  has  been 
a leading  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
He  is  active  and  influential  in  local  politics  as  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  among  the 
offices  which  he  has  held  are  those  of  town  audit- 
or, justice  of  the  peace,  grand  juror,  and  assess- 
or. in  which  he  served  three  years.  His  inter- 
est in  educational  progress  has  been  shown  in 
many  ways,  and  for  years  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  board  of  school  visitors,  while  at  present 
he  is  chairman  of  the  school  committee  of  his 
township. 


DAYTON  BROS.,  Silas  S.  and  James  H. 

Dayton,  are  widely  known  over  Greenwich 
township.  Fairfield  county,  as  extensive  dairy- 
men and  farmers  of  Stanwich,  and  belong  to 
that  class  of  upright,  thrifty  citizens  of  which 
any  community  has  a right  to  feel  proud.  The 
Dayton  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  Eng- 
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land,  having  been  founded  in  this  country  in  i until  the  last  years  of  his  life.  When  seventv- 
1640,  when  two  brothers,  Ralph  and  Robert  I eight  years  old  he  put  on  skates,  and  went  skat- 
Dayton,  settled  in  Long  Island  and  East  Hamp-  j ing,  just  to  prove  that  he  could  do  so,  and  he 
ton,  respectively.  I seemed  to  be  one  of  those  men  who  never 

Gilbert  Dayton,  grandfather  of  the  gentlemen  1 really  grow  old,  retaining  his  jovial  disposition 
whose  names  introduce  these  lines,  was  born  in  i and  wonderful  memory  to  the  end.  He  at- 
1766,  and  died  in  1825.  He  was  twice  married,  1 tended  the  Friends  Church,  and  in  political 
the  first  time,  in  1786,  to  Ruth  Cunningham,  I faith  he  was  a stanch  Democrat, 
who  was  born  in  1764,  and  became  the  mother  Silas  S.  and  James  H.  Dayton  were  born  in 
of  four  children,  born  as  follows:  Abigail,  Feb-  | King  Street,  Greenwich,  and  have  been  engaged 

ruary  5,  1787;  Elizabeth,  May  14,  1788;  I in  farming  all  their  lives,  at  first  for  their  father 

Charles,  February  21,  1791:  and  Ruth,  July  16,  1 and  then  on  their  own  account.  They  own  125 
1792.  On  July  15,  1794-  Mr.  Dayton  wedded  I acres  of  highly  improved  and  valuable- land, 
Miss  Anna  Kiel,  who  was  born  February  16,  i which  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  tracts  in  the 
1772,  and  by  her  he  had  five  children,  namely:  I township,  a large  part  of  it  lying  on  a ridge  which 
Nathaniel  B. ; Hannah,  born  July  4,  1798,  who  1 makes  it  specially  pleasant  as  a residence  site, 
died  young:  James  and  John  (twins),  born  July  I They  have  cultivated  the  land  profitably  lor 
17,  1805,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  early  man-  1 many  years,  and  have  left  nothing  undone  which 
hood,  the  latter  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-  | would  enhance  its  value  or  appearance  either  as 

five;  and  Mary  A.,  who  married  Alexander  1 a farm  or  home.  Besides  looking  after  the  gen- 

Brown,  and  died  at  Green  Point,  Long  Island.  i eral  agricultural  work  they  have  given  special  at- 
Nathaniel  B.  Dayton  was  in  his  day  one  of  I tention  to  dairying,  at  one  time  having  a herd  of 
the  most  remarkable  men  in  this  locality.  He  I over  forty  cows,  and  at  the  present  time  running 
was  born  October  17,  1795,  in  .Harrison  town-  I two  wagons.  They  are  among  the  most  exten- 
ship,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  j sive  milk  dealers  in  this  section.  The  brothers 
reared  to  farm  work,  in  boyhood  attending  the  1 originally  wholesaled  their  milk,  but  having  lost 
country  district  schools,  where  he  received  all  1 several  thousand  dollars  through  unscrupulous 
his  literary  education.  For  his  first  wife  he  I dealers  they  concluded  to  try  the  retail  trade,  and 
married  Alice  Selleck,  who  was  a native  of  I had  a large  patronage,  running  three  wagons. 
Round  Hill,  Greenwich  township,  a daughter  of  I In  1890  they  abandoned  retailing,  but  took  it  up 
Sylvanus  Selleck,  and  they  located  on  a farm  | again  in  1897.  No  men  in  the  county  have 
in  King  Street,  which  Mr.  Dayton’s  father  had  1 cleaner  reputations  for  strict  integrity  and  just 
bought  for  him,  living  there  some  years.  Their  i dealing,  and  none  are  more  respected  in  private 
next  home  was  on  a farm  in  Rye  township,  I life  for  their  honorable  and  prosperous'  career. 
Westchester  Co. , N.  Y..  whence  they  removed  | They  are  both  unmarried, 
to  a farm  in  Greenwich  township,  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Greenwich,  in  which  it  is  now  in- 

eluded.  On  leaving  this  place  he  rented  the  j T^AVID  TREAT  BOOTH,  a well-known  resi- 

••Titus  Mead’’  farm,  in  Greenwich,  for  a time,  | JL/  dent  of  the  town  of  Trumbull,  is  at  present 

and  thence  came  to  the  property'  now  oc-  1 engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  near  Long  Hill, 
cupied  by  his  children,  where  he  passed  the  re-  i and  for  many  years  has  made  his  home  in  Trum- 
mainder  of  his  life.  His  first  wife  died  March  I bull. 

20,  1838,  leaving  three  children,  viz.:  Mary  E.,  Mr.  Booth  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  fam- 

born  September  17,  1829;  Silas  S.,  born  January  I ilies  of  Trumbull,  and  his  great-grandfather, 
17,  1831;  and  James  H..  born  May  10,  1S35,  I Philo  Booth,  was  a citizen  of  note  in  the  early 
who  have  lived  together  on  the  farm  all  their  I days.  The  old  Booth  home  in  the  White  Plains 
lives.  Mr.  Dayton,  for  his  second  wife,  married  | District,  built  by  this  worthy  pioneer  in  1 742- 
Mrs.  Elma  Redfield,  and  for  his  third  wedded  j went  out  of  the  family  about  twenty-five  years 
Mrs.  Margaret  Gregory,  but  had  no  children  by  j ago.  David  Carr  Booth,  the  grandfather  of  our 
either  union.  He  was  a large  man,  weighing  I subject,  was  born  and  reared  in  the  White  Plains 
usually  about  185  pounds,  enjoyed  robust  health,  I District  of  Trumbull,  and  married  Elizabeth  Ann 
and  was  active  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  ) Blakeman. 

October,  1894,  when  he  had  attained  the  un-  Philo  Treat  Booth,  our  subject's  father,  "'as 
usual  age  of  ninety-nine  years.  He  was  laid  to  ! born  at  the  old  homestead,  and  was  educated  in 
rest  in  Putnam  cemetery.  He  died  of  pneu-  | the  schools  of  the  district.  He  was  married  in 
monia,  but  during  his  early  years  he  was  seldom  | Bridgeport  to  Miss  Abigail  M.  Hubbell,  of  Hunt- 
sick,  and  he  never  needed  a doctor’s  services  I ington,  this  county,  and  soon  afterward  removed 
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to  Cayuga  county.  N.  Y..  where  he  was  enlaced 
in  fanning  (or  eleven  years.  He  then  returned  to 
Trumbull,  and  (or  a number  of  years  was  em- 
ployed in  Fairchild's  paper- mill,  where  he  was 
accidentally  killed  January  6.  i860.  His  wife 
survived  him  many  years,  her  death  occurring  in 
the  fall  o(  188;.  They  had  four  children:  Sarah 
E.,  who  married  Richard  IE  Ayer,  of  Bridge- 
port; Kate  Miranda,  wile  of  Abbott  L.  Blood,  of 
Yartnmgton  Court.  Bridgeport;  David  T..  our 
subject,  and  Klla  M..  who  married  'first  1 < icorge 
H.  French,  anti  (second  John  Baiiev,  of  Trum- 
bull. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  zS.  1848,  in 
the  town  of  Ira.  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  his  edu- 
cation was  obtained  chiefly  in  the  schools  o(  the 
White  Plains  District  of  Trumbull,  and  in  the 
city  of  Bridgeport.  For  some  time  fie  was  em- 
ployed in  Fairchild  s paper-mill  and  in  Cook’s 
mill  at  Trumbull,  but  in  l 887  he  removed  to  Long 
Hill,  where  fie  worked  five  years  in  Coan  s wagon- 
shop.  In  the  fall  of  189’  he  settled  at  his  pres- 
ent homestead,  and  engaged  in  (arming,  which 
he  has  since  pursued  successfully.  As  a citizen 
he  is  much  esteemed,  and  he  takes  an  interest  in 
all  plans  for  local  advancement,  having  been  es- 
pecially active  in  educational  affairs  as  a member 
of  the  school  committee.  Socially,  fie  is  con- 
nected with  t fie  I.  O.  O.  F..  Pe<pionnock  Lodge 
at  Bridgeport,  with  which  he  united  twenty-six 
years  ago.  He  was  married  (first)  in  F.a«-ton. 
this  county,  to  Miss  Mary  Pauline  Thorp,  and 
(second)  to  Miss  Kate  C.  Odell,  of  Bridgeport, 
who  is  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Trumbull,  and  is  active  in  the  work  of  the  So- 
ciety. His  only  child,  F’erry  Treat  Booth,  died 
in  infancy. 

JfOHN  A.  RUSLING,  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Wilson  Rusling,  of  Bridgeport,  tail- 
ors and  dealers  in  furnishings,  has  made  his 
way  in  life  through  his  own  energy  and  ability . being 
now  a partner  in  the  same  establishment  in  which 
he  was  formerly  an  employe. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  the  old  home  in 
Warren  county,  N.  J , and  comes  of  good  old 
English  stock.  As  a boy  he  began  to  learn  the 
tailor  s trade  with  his  father.  At  the  age  of  iour- 
teen  he  went  to  Easton.  Penn.,  where  he  was 
employed  for  a time  in  a store,  and  later  he  spent 
several  years  in  Wilmington,  Del.  He  then  went 
to  Philadelphia  to  take  a place  as  cutter  in  a 
clothing  establishment,  but  soon  afterward  he  re- 
turned to  New  Jersey  and  remained  for  some 
years  at  Belvidere,  being  appointed  in  the  rman- 
tiipe  to  the  office  of  postmaster  by  President 


Grant.  For  about  four  years  he  resided  in  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  and  in  New  York  City,  but  in  1878  he 
located  at  Bridgeport,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained. For  some  years  he  was  employed  as  a 
cutter  by  Frank  M.  Wilson,  his  present  partner, 
and  in  1884  he  purchased  a half-interest  in  the 
business.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  local 
Board  of  Trade,  and,  as  a public-spirited  citizen, 
he  takes  part  in  municipal  affairs,  having  served 
on  the  police  board  and  in  the  city  council.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican. 

In  1872,  Mr.  Rusling  married  Miss  Mary  S. 
Lane,  daughter  of  Garrett  Lane,  a respected 
citizen  ol  F-aston,  Penn.,  and  two  children — Mar- 
garet and  John  A.,  Jr.  — have  blessed  the  union. 
Mr.  Rusling  is  identified  with  several  organiza- 
. tions,  including  the  Masonic  Fraternity;  the  Sea 
Side  Outing  Club,  of  which  he  is  president;  and 
the  Sea  Side  Club,  in  which  he  holds  office  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  governors.  His  parents 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  he 
was  reared  in  that  faith,  hut  he  and  his  family 
attend  the  Congregational  Church. 


CHARLES  H.  WELLES,  proprietor  ol  a neat 
and  productive  farm  in  the  town  of  Stratford, 
is  a native  of  Connecticut,  born  September  4, 
1854,  in  the  house  where  he  is  now  living,  in  the 
1 Putney  District,  town  of  Stratford. 

Mr.  Welles  is  a son  of  Charles  C.  Welles  (or 
Wells,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere)  and 
Caroline  M.  (Wheeler),  a daughter  of  Everett 
Wheeler,  all  natives  of  Stratford,  the  Wheelers 
being  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of 
the  county. 

Our  subject  received  a liberal  education,  in 
, part  at  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his 
place  of  birth,  and  in  part  at  Stratford  Academy, 
afterward  attending  a private  school  in  Bridge- 
, port.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  laid  aside  his 
books  and  commenced  life  for  himself  on  his 
present  place,  where  he  has  since  carried  on 
, general  farming.  He  makes  a specialty  of  raising 
and  shipping  poultry,  chiefly  for  breeding  pur- 
poses. finding  markets  all  over  the  United  States 
and  Canada.  His  favorite  breed  is  “Plymouth 
Rocks."  and  his  reputation  for  this  strain  of 
poultry  is  known  far  and  wfide. 

In  1883  Mr.  Welies  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mattie  B.  Curtiss,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Mary  E.  (Fitch)  Curtiss,  and  a cousin  of  Robert 
W.  Curtiss,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere. 
Four  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Olive, 

Ruth,  Myra  Christine  and  Charles  Ralph. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a lifelong  Repub- 
lican. and  at  the  present  time  is  serving  on  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


856 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


school  board  and  as  first  selectman.  Socially,  i emigrated  in  1842  to  Holyoke,  Mass.,  where  he 
he  is  a member  of  the  Grange  of  his  town.  He  apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade, 
has  never  allowed  his  private  interests  to  inter-  at  the  Ames  factory.  This  trade  he  followed  up 
fere  with  his  duties  of  citizenship,  and  he  has  to  the  time  of  his  death.  During  his  lifetime  he 
thus  become  honored  and  esteemed  by  all  who  held  positions  of  responsibility.  When  he  re- 
have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance,  or  who  moved  to  Hartford,  in  the  early  “ fifties,”  he  be- 
have met  him  in  a business  way.  came  foreman  of  the  screw  department  in 

I Sharp's  Rifle  Factory,  which  responsible  position 

! he  held  during  the  Civil  war,  and  in  1865  he  ac- 
TwrTTLLIAM  JAMES  A.  O'HARA,  M.  D.,  i cepted  a similar  position  with  Parke  Brothers. 

VV  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  on  the  | gun  makers,  of  Meriden,  Conn.  This  latter  posi- 
eighth  day  of  October,  1863.  He  received  his  1 lion  he  held  until  his  death,  from  pneumonia, 
preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools,  the  \ after  a brief  illness,  in  1875.  Of  a family  of 
Christian  Brothers  Academy  and  St.  Joseph's  twelve  children,  only  five  survive  the  father:  Dr. 
Parochial  School.  After  finish  ng  school  he  en-  ' William  J.  A.,  our  subject;  Francis  H.,  Jr.,  who 

tered  the  employ  of  Arthur  Mulford  to  learn  I is  an  expert  mechanic,  at  present  employed  at 

photo  engraving,  and  this  occupation  he  followed  1 the  Western  Electric  Company,  New  York, 
for  a year.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  ■ formerly  for  twelve  years  model  gunmaker  with 
more  advanced  studies,  and  entered  Niagara  the  Pratt  & Whitney  Company;  Edward  J.,  a 
University,  in  Niagara  county.  New  York.  machinist,  who  died  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 

In  1889  our  subject  commenced  the  study  of  eight;  Thomas  J.,  who  is  a machinist  and  tool 
medicine  and  surgery  in  the  College  of  Physi-  maker  with  the  Pratt  & Whitney  Company; 

cians  and  Surgeons,  at  Baltimore,  Md.  Here  he  ' George  M.  (the  youngest),  engaged  in  the  retail 

finished  his  medical  studies  after  taking  a full  1 tea  business  at  Hartford.  Mrs.  Ann  O'Hara, 
course,  and  graduated  with  degree  in  April.  1893.  1 the  mother,  is  yet  living,  now  ( 1 899)  aged  seventy- 
Soon  after  graduating  he  returned  to  his  native  1 nine  years. 

town,  Hartford,  and  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  

Horace  S.  Fuller,  one  of  the  oldest  and  foremost 

medical  practitioners  in  the  State.  The  Doctor  TR^TfELSON  FREDERICK  HUBBELL,  one 
studied  attentively  under  the  direction  of  his  able  1 X^L  of  the  most  enterprising  and  successful  ag- 
tutor.  and  in  January,  1894,  opened  an  office  at  riculturists  of  the  town  of  Trumbull,  owns  an  at- 
his  present  quarters,  the  corner  of  East  Main  tractive  homestead  near  the  village  of  Nichols 
and  Sterling  streets,  Bridgeport.  The  Doctor  I As  his  present  prosperity  follows  after  many 
soon  established  a practice  here,  and  distin-  years  of  toil  in  his  congenial  occupation,  he  can 
guished  himself  by  performing  several  ma  jor  sur-  f take  the  greater  pleasure  in  his  surroundings  and 
gical  operations.  In  June,  1S99,  he  entered  the  1 in  the  wholesome  outdoor  life  which  is  a farm- 
Practitioner  class  at  the  Post-Graduate  College  1 er’s  privilege. 

and  Hospital,  New  York,  in  order  to  familiarize  Mr.  Hubbell  belongs  to  one  of  the  pioneer 
himself  with  the  latest  improved  method  of  sci-  1 families  of  the  county,  and  is  a direct  descend- 

entific  treatment  of  medical  and  surgical  cases,  1 ant  of  Richard  Hubbell,  an  early  settler  of  Fait- 

especially  diseases  of  women  and  children.  I field  township.  Joseph  Hubbell,  our  subjects 

In  January.  1894.  Doctor  O’Hara  married  i grandfather,  was  a carpenter  by  trade  and  made 
Miss  Catherine  A.  Colgan.  daughter  of  the  late  1 his  home  at  Easton,  this  county.  He  married 
Denis  Colgan.  ■ The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Miss  Eunice  Hooker,  daughter  of  Dr.  Daniel 
Connecticut,  Fairfield  County  and  Bridgeport  Hooker,  of  New  Haven,  and  a descendant  of 
Medical  Societies;  is  medical  examiner  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  of  Hartford,  and  bad 

Letter  Carriers  Life  Insurance  Company:  the  1 children  as  follows:  Zalmon,  Joseph,  William, 

C.  L.  B.  G..  and  the  Phoenix  Mutual  of  Hart-  Alanson,  Charlotte,  Caroline,  Mary  Ann,  Nancy, 
ford,  and  of  several  fraternal  societies;  is  also  a i Eunice  and  Polly. 

member  of  the  Park  City  Yacht  Club,  and  of  the  Alanson  Hubbell,  the  father  of  our  subject. 
Nassau  Game  and  Fishing  Club.  In  religious  was  born  in  Easton,  where  he  learned  the  car- 
faith  the  Doctor  is  a practical  Catholic,  and  a penter’s  trade  with  his  brothers.  He  married 
member  of  St.  Mary’s  Catholic  Church,  East  ' Miss  Delia  Ward,  daughter  of  Thomas  Ward,  of 
Bridgeport.  Politically,  he  is  a Democrat  ' Trumbull,  and  for  a time  made  his  home  in  the 

Francis  Henry  O'Hara,  the  father  of  Dr.  W.  town  of  Newtown,  but  his  death  occurred  in 

J.  A.  O'Hara,  was  born  in  County  Louth.  Ire-  Trumbull  when  our  subject  was  about  nine  years 

land,  and  with  his  wife,  Ann  (O'Connell!  O'Hara,  1 old.  His  wife  passed  away,  in  1877,  in  Trucn- 
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bull.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  a family 
of  four  children,  the  others  being  Delia  Ann,  de-  i 
ceased;  Thomas,  who  died  in  the  Civil  war;  and  | 
Caroline  M..  deceased.  j 

Nelson  F.  Hubbell  was  born  January  12,  1 
1836,  in  the  White  Plains  District  of  the  town  of  , 
Trumbull,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  1 
schools  of  that  neighborhood.  On  leaving  school  , 
he  spent  four  years  as  an  apprentice  with  a shoe-  | 
maker  of  the  town,  but  later  he  was  employed  in  1 
Fairchild's  paper-mill  in  Trumbull,  remaining  ! 
thirty  years.  During  that  time  he  purchased  his  j 
present  homestead,  formerly  known  as  the  B.  F.  1 
Brinsmade  farm,  and  since  1885  he  has  devoted  1 
his  attention  exclusively  to  agricultural  work.  In  1 
1859  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Whitlock,  1 
a native  of  Bethel,  this  county,  and  a daughter  > 
of  Marvin  and  Amanda  Whitlock.  Five  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union:  (1)  Annie  C.  married  j 

Loring  J.  Ambler,  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  and  has 
one  son,  Nelson  F.  <2)  Frederick  N.  (deceased)  1 
married  Miss  Harriet  Hager,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren— Frederick  N.,  and  Alice  (deceased  . (3) 

Charles  H.  married  Miss  Harriet  E.  Way.  of  j 
Bridgeport,  and  resides  in  Trumbull.  (4)  Eva- 
line  married  Charles  Nichols,  of  Shelton,  and  has  . 
had  five  children — Myrtle.  Maud.  Charles.  Wesley  1 
and  Stanley.  ( 5 Wilmot  H.  resides  in  Shelton.  1 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  1893,  aged  j 
fifty-six  years.  | 


MtILO  H.  PARSONS.  Few  localities  com-  1 
_ _[  bine  so  happily  the  advantages  of  climate,  j 
scenery  and  rehned  society  as  does  this  favored  \ 
region,  and  among  the  rural  homes  are  many  1 
whose  owners  have,  after  wide  travel,  found  no  | 
spot  so  desirable  for  a permanent  residence.  The  1 
pleasant  homestead  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parsons,  < 
near  South  Norwalk,  gives  evidence  of  the  cult-  ! 
ure  and  artistic  taste  of  its  occupants,  and  since  1 
locating  there  in  1886  they  have  become  promi- 
nent in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  vicinity. 
Their  hall  is  ornamented  by  a fine  old  clock  1 
which  stood  in  the  capitol  at  Washington  lor 
many  years. 

Mr.  Parsons  comes  of  a good  old  Colonial 
family.  He  is  of  the  fifth  generation  in  descent 
from  William  Parsons,  who  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land at  an  early  date  in  company  with  three  1 
brothers.  Anson  Parsons,  the  great  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Durham.  Conn.,  and 
became  a farmer  by  occupation.  Levi  Parsons, 
our  subject's  grandfather,  was  a native  of  West 
Granville,  Hampden  Co  . Mass.,  where  he  passed 
his  entire  life  in  agricultural  pursuits.  William 
H.  Parsons,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  I 


born  in  Hampden  county.  Mass.,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing at  the  homestead  near  South  Norwalk.  For 
some  years  of  his  early  manhood  he  was  engaged 
in  business  as  a blacksmith  and  carriage  manu- 
facturer, but  in  1867  he  removed  to  Rochester, 

Beaver  Co..  Penn.,  where  he  followed  the 
lumber  business  for  about  fourteen  years.  He 
then  went  to  Rockland  county,  N.  Y.,  to  en- 
gage in  farming,  but  since  1887  he  has  resided 
with  our  subject.  In  politics  he  is  a steadfast 
Democrat,  and  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  His  estimable  wife,  who  also  makes 
her  home  with  our  subject,  is  of  English  descent. 

Her  maiden  name  was  Marvette  Oatman,  and 
her  father,  Arnold  Oatman. was  a well-known  resi- 
dent of  Hartland.  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where 
she  first  saw  the  light.  They  had  a family  of  four 
children:  Milo  H..  our  subject;  Howard  L.,  who 
resides  in  St.  Paul.  Minn.,  is  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale grocery  business;  Ellen  died  in  infancy,  and 
William  did  not  live  to  adult  age. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  October  5, 

>840,  in  Berkshire  county,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen.  He 
was  educated  there  and  in  the  Connecticut  Liter- 
ary Institute,  at  Suffield,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn., 
his  course  in  the  latter  school  being  completed 
in  1858.  After  graduating  he  spent  seven  years 
in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  a wholesale  and  retail 
shoe  business,  but  in  1865  he  went  to  New  York 
City  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  lubricating 
oils.  In  1879  he  retired  from  this  business,  and 
passed  three  years  in  Colorado  seeking  recrea- 
tion and  renewed  health.  On  his  return  to  New 
York  City  in  1882,  he  engaged  in  business  as  a 
grain  broker,  but  his  health  became  impaired 
again,  and  in  1885  he  came  to  this  county  to  re- 
cuperate. One  year  he  spent  in  Stamford,  and 
in  1886  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  forty- 
five  acres  near  South  Norwalk.  He  is  fond  of 
good  horses,  and  since  settling  at  the  farm  he  has 
devoted  much  time  and  attention  to  breeding  and 
rearing  fine  specimens  of  horseflesh. 

Mrs.  Parsons,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Georgiana  Hull,  is  a native  of  this  county,  her 
father.  George  Hull,  having  been  a prominent 
citizen  of  Danbury.  The  family  is  helpfully  re- 
lated to  all  the  varied  progressive  movements  of 
the  locality,  and  Mr.  Parsons  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  several  social  organizations,  including  the 
Norwalk  Club  and  the  Knob  Outing  Club.  In 
his  political  affiliations  he  is  a Democrat.  Of 
his  three  sons,  (1)  Frederick  H.  graduated  from 
Columbia  College,  and  is  now  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a civil  engineer;  he  married  Miss  Lulu 
D.  Bedell,  and  resides  at  Bridgeport,  this  county. 
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(2)  Harold  A.,  who  is  also  a graduate  of  Colum- 
bia College,  is  a civil  engineer;  he  married  Miss 
Mary  B.  Paxson,  of  Bristol,  Penn.  She  belongs 
to  good  old  Pennsylvania  stock,  and  one  of  the 
possessions  of  which  she  is  justly  proud  is  the 
table  on  which  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  written,  which  belonged  to  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  A.  Parsons  reside  in 
Stamford,  Conn.  They  have  a house  full  of 
valuable  antique  mahogany  furniture.  (3)  Wal- 
do H.  has  just  been  honorably  discharged  from 
service  in  the  Third  Conn.  Regiment,  and  is  in 
business  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 


W RTHUR  SHERWOOD.  One  of  the  most 
attractive  farms  in  this  section  is  that 
owned  by  the  subject  of  this  biography,  a well-to- 
do  agriculturist  of  Sherwood's  Island,  town  of 
Westport.  About  half  a mile  of  water  front  on 
Long  Island  Sound  affords  a beautiful  view,  and 
the  farm  itself,  which  contains  about  thirty-five 
acres,  has  been  favored  by  Nature’s  lavish  hand. 

The  island  was  named  in  honor  of  our  sub- 
ject’s family,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this 
county.  The  first  ancestors  to  settle  here  were 
Thomas  Sherwood  and  Alice  Sherwood,  who 
came  from  England  in  1634,  and  the  line  of  de- 
scent to  our  subject  is  traced  through  Thomas 
(2),  a son  ol  the  pioneer;  Samuel;  Daniel  (1); 
Daniel  (2);  Daniel  (3);  and  Franklin,  our  subject’s 
father. 

Capt.  Franklin  Sherwood,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  November  3,  1810,  on  Sher- 
wood's Island,  and  in  early  manhood  he  followed 
the  sea,  but  in  1844,  he  engaged  in  farming  at 
the  present  homestead.  He  was  an  excellent 
citizen,  taking  an  interest  in  all  that  pertained  to 
the  welfare  of  the  island,  but  he  never  aspired 
to  official  honors.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Jane  Guyer,  was  a daughter  of  Gershom  B. 
and  Fannie  Guyer,  prominent  residents  of  West- 
port  township.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  four  children,  the  others  being;  Ida, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  Jane,  wife 
of  L.  P.  Wakeman,  of  Westport;  and  Fannie, 
who  married  John  H.  Elwood,  a farmer  of 
Greens  Farms  The  father  of  this  family  died 
September  9,  1888,  and  the  mother  in  Novem- 
ber, 1882. 

Arthur  Sherwood  was  born  October  16,  1842, 
in  the  town  of  Westport,  and  was  two  years  old 
when  his  parents  located  at  the  present  farm, 
where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  He  attended 
the  local  schools  and  the  academy  at  Greens 
Farms,  while  in  his  spare  time  he  gained  a thor- 
ough knowledge  of  agriculture  by  assisting  his  fa- 


ther on  the  farm.  He  is  a general  farmer,  but 
at  one  time  he  was  engaged  in  breeding  fine 
horses,  a half-mile  speeding  track  upon  the  farm 
affording  an  opportunity  for  training  them.  Po- 
litically, he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  in  religious  faith  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  and 
he  and  his  family  take  an  active  part  in  Church 
affairs.  He  possesses  an  excellent  voice,  a rare 
appreciation  of  music,  and  for  many  years  he  was 
a valued  member  of  the  Church  choir. 

In  1866  Mr.  Sherwood  married  Miss  Harriet 
J.  Kemper,  daughter  of  Charles  H.  Kemper,  Sr., 
of  Westport,  Conn.  She  died  April  17,  1881, 
and  in  December,  1882,  he  married  her  sister, 
Miss  Mary  Kemper.  By  the  first  union  they  had 
five  children,  several  of  whom  inherited  their 
talent  for  music;  (1)  Lillian  A.,  an  accomp- 
lished teacher  of  instrumental  and  vocal  music, 
married  Dr.  J.  C.  Newkirk,  a dentist  of  Nor- 
walk, Conn.  She  is  considered  by  musical  crit- 
ics to  be  one  of  the  finest  soloists  in  the  State, 
and  she  has  held  positions  in  several  large 
churches,  having  been  soprano  soloist  in  one  ol 
them  for  over  seven  years.  (2)  Alice  A.  is  win- 
ning fame  as  a contralto  singer,  having  recently 
met  with  a most  gratifying  reception  by  critical 
audiences  at  the  Metropolitan  Opera  House, 
New  York,  and  in  Brooklyn.  At  present  she  is 
singing  at  the  Marble  Collegiate  Church  on  Fifth 
avenue.  New  York.  She  married  L.  H.  Irwin, 
a stock  broker  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (3)  Arthur 
P.,  who  holds  State  records  as  a bicycle  rider, 
was  manager  of  a bicycle  house  at  Bridgeport, 
and  is  now  assistant  superintendent  with  Warner 
Bros,  .corset  manufacturers, Bridgeport.  (4)  Har- 
riet E.,  a successful  teacher  in  the  schools  of  East 
Norwalk,  is  an  accomplished  musician  and  has  an 
excellent  contralto  voice,  being  at  the  present  time 
a member  of  the  choir  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Norwalk.  She  married  V.  H.  Yarnall, 
an  electrical  engineer  of  New  York,  she  and  her  sis- 
ter Alice  being  both  wedded  at  the  same  ceremony, 
at  the  Memorial  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  at 
Westport,  Conn.,  October  26,  1898.  (5)  Flora 
E.  is  also  gaining  prominence  as  a musician  and 
soprano  vocalist,  and  is  now  holding  a position 
in  the  choir  of  the  Congregational  Church,  Fair- 
field,  Conn.  By  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Sher- 
wood has  one  daughter,  Mabel,  who  is  attending 
school. 


THOMAS  McADAMS,  who  does  a large  con- 
_ tracting  business  as  a mason  builder  in  and 
around  Stamford,  Fairfield  county,  isa  represent- 
ative, well-to-do  citizen  of  that  place.  He  is  a 
typical  self-made  man,  steady,  industrious  and 
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honest  at  all  times,  and  is  respected  for  the  suc- 
cess he  has  won  and  well  deserves. 

Mr.  McAdams  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born 
April  22,  1845,  in  Armagh.  County  Armagh, 
where  his  father  %vas  engaged  in  farming,  and  he 
spent  hts  early  years  attending  the  national 
schools  of  that  town,  in  which  he  obtained  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  necessary  branches. 
Before  reaching  his  majority  he  came  to  America, 
and  for  a time  lived  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
learned  the  safe-building  business  with  the  Hern 
(x.  McFarland  Company,  tor  whom  he  worked 
two  years.  On  account  of  ill  health  he  left  their 
employ  and  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture, 
settling  on  a farm  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.. 
where  he  lived  for  eighteen  \ears,  though  not 
continuously,  part  of  his  time  being  passed  in  the 
town  of  Greenwich,  Conn.  For  six  years  after 
this  he  was  connected  with  the  Stamford  Manu- 
facturing Company,  for  whom  he  did  consider- 
able mason  work,  and  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  that  line  on  his  own  account,  erecting 
many  well-known  buildings  in  Stamford,  which 
are  the  best  recommendation  and  the  most  sub- 
stantial tribute  that  could  be  paid  to  his  skill. 
He  built  the  gate,  barn  and  filtering  house  for 
the  Greenwich  reservoir,  and  the  Glenbrook  and 
Waterside  school  buildings  are  also  his  work. 
He  receives  many  large  and  important  contracts 
in  Stamford,  where  he  has  a reputation  for  relia- 
bility and  satisfactory  woi  k surpassed  by  none, 
and  enjoys  a snug  income  Irom  this  line. 

Mr.  McAdams  was  first  married  to  Miss  Hes- 
ter Ann  Webb,  who  passed  away  in  1895,  and 
he  has  since  wedded,  in  Stamford.  Miss  Eliza 
Ann  Moore,  who  is  a native  of  the  North  of  Ire- 
land. Socially,  he  unites  with  Rippowam  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Wascusse  Encampment. 

CHARLES  I.  DAYTON,  general  night  super- 
intendent for  the  Stamford  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  president  of  the  Cove  Transporta- 
tion Company,  was  born  in  Stamford,  August 
14.  1841.  He  is  a son  of  William  Henry  Day- 
ton.  a native  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  who  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade  and  was  employed  in  the 
Stamford  Foundry.  William  H.  Dayton  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Anna  Maria  Waterbury, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  Waterbury,  and  they 
reared  a family  of  five  children,  viz.:  William 

Henry,  who  is  a resident  of  Stamford;  Lewis 
Judson,  of  Fairhaven.  Conn.;  Charles  I.;  George 
who  is  deceased:  and  Anna  Maria.  who  is 
the  wife  of  George  Scoville.  of  Norfolk,  Con- 
necticut. 

Charles  I.  Dayton  spent  his  school  days  in 


1 Stamford  and  Syracuse.  N.  Y.,  and  was  but 
twelve  years  of  age  when  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Stamford  Manufacturing  Company,  in  the 
' licorice  department.  He  has  continued  in  their 
service  ever  since,  and  by  steady  habits  has  risen 
1 through  different  positions  to  that  of  night  super- 
intendent. which  he  is  filling  with  his  customary 
! faithfulness  and  attention  to  duty.  Mr.  Day- 
ton  has  been  connected  with  the  Cove  Trans- 
portation Company  ever  since  its  formation,  and 
since  1891  has  held  the  office  of  president,  for 
which  he  is  well  fitted.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in 
1 the  Union  service,  joining  the  Third  Connecticut 
1 Volunteer  Infantry  for  three  months’  duty,  and 
in  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  navy, 
with  which  he  served  one  year,  part  of  the  time 
. on  the  ••  Dale,"  which  belonged  to  the  Eastern 
' Gulf  Squadron,  and  the  rest  of  the  time  on  the 
“ Summerset." 

Mr.  Dayton  was  married  April  28,  1861,  in 
> Stamford,  to  Miss  Adelaide  Morrell,  a native  of 
tiieenwich,  Fairfield  county,  and  they  had  two 
sons:  Clare  H.,  and  C.  Elmer,  a graduate  of 

the  University  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  in  the 
Dental  department,  but  now  deceased.  Mr. 
Dayton,  in  religious  connection,  is  a member  of 
the  Universalis!  Church.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
Freemason,  uniting  with  Lodge  No.  5,  and  Rit- 
tenhouse  Chapter. 


BERNARD  DALY  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
“Daly  House " in  Greenwich  township, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  which  is  known  to  the 
traveling  public  as  one  of  the  best  hostelries  be- 
tween New  York  and  New  Haven.  He  is  one 
of  the  substantial  business  men  of  the  town  where 
he  has  had  his  home  since  boyhood,  and  a credit 
to  the  race  from  which  he  springs,  for  he  is  a 
self-made  man  in  the  truest  and  best  sense  of  the 
term,  having  risen  to  the  prosperity  he  now  en- 
, joys  from  humble  circumstances,  and  in  the  face 
of  discouragements  that  would  have  overwhelmed 
one  less  brave  and  determined. 

Mr.  Daly  was  born  April  20,  1854,  in  County 
. Tyrone,  Ireland,  being  one  of  the  six  children  of 
, John  and  Mary  (Hart)  Daly,  the  former  of  whom 
died  in  Ireland  when  a comparatively  young  man. 

; He  was  a farmer.  The  widow,  left  dependent 
on  her  own  efforts,  concluded  that  America  was 
' the  best  place  to  rear  her  family,  and  she  brought 
them  to  this  country  in  1861,  leaving  Liverpool 
in  the  sailing  vessel  “ Universe, ” which  landed 
them  at  New  York  after  a voyage  of  seven  weeks 
and  four  days.  Mrs.  Daly  had  a sister  living  in 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  and  here  the  family  settled, 
the  mother  working  hard  to  keep  her  children  to- 
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gether.  Her  death  was  the  result  of  a brutal  as- 
sault made  by  a tramp,  a colored  man,  who  went 
to  the  house  with  the  intention  of  robbing  it,  and  | 
struck  her  with  an  axe  when  she  was  in  the  act  j 
of  handing  him  some  food,  which  he  had  asked  | 
for.  Of  the  six  children  Bernard  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor, Patrick  and  John  having  died  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  after  reaching  adult  age;  Margaret  died 
in  Cork.  Ireland,  whither  she  had  returned;  Kate 
died  unmarried  in  Richmond,  Va.;  Peter  died  in 
Greenwich  after  reaching  manhood.  j 

Bernard  Daly  attended  school  during  the  ! 
winter  time  for  the  first  few  years  after  the  fam- 
ily settled  here,  and  some  winters  also  worked 
for  his  board.  The  education  thus  acquired, 
however,  was  not  as  extensive  as  a boy  of  the 
present  day  is  supposed  to  need  before  he  com- 
mences the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  and  Mr. 
Daly  has  accomplished  more,  with  less  equip- 
ment to  start  on.  than  most  men  would  consider 
possible.  He  began  work  as  a farm  hand  with 
Elijah  Tuttle,  in  King  Street,  who  paid  him  $to 
a month,  which  went  to  help  his  mother.  Later 
he  learned  the  mason’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  ten  or  twelve  years,  working  at  different 
places,  and  being  a steady,  reliable  young  man, 
he  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  employment.  In 
the  fall  of  187s  he  opened  a liquor  store  in 
Greenwich,  near  the  depot,  and  conducted  busi- 
ness at  that  stand  until  he  built  his  present  store 
and  house,  into  which  he  moved  in  March,  18S5. 
In  1892  he  erected  the  Daly  block,  the  most 
substantial  business  building  in  the  town  of 
Greenwich,  and  adjoining  this  is  the  “Daly 
House.”  The  hotel  business  has  been  a decided 
success  from  the  start,  and  the  proprietor,  by 
his  attention  and  obliging  manners,  has  won  the 
good  wishes  and  esteem  of  all  who  have  come  in 
contact  with  him.  Mr.  Daly  has  done  more  than 
any  other  one  man  toward  the  building  up  of 
that  part  of  Greenwich  lying  around  the  depot, 
and  he  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him  for  the 
part  he  has  taken  in  this  work,  and  for  the  posi- 
tion which,  by  industry  and  good  management, 
he  has  succeeded  in  gaining. 

In  1873  Mr.  Daly  was  married  in  Greenwich 
to  Miss  Catherine  Ryan,  who  was  born  in  Banks- 
ville,  this  county,  daughter  of  John  Ryan  and 
sister  of  Hon.  William  Ryan,  of  Port  Chester, 
N.  Y.  She  is  a thorough  business  woman  and 
an  efficient  helpmeet,  as  her  husband  discovered 
after  he  commenced  on  his  own  account,  and  he 
gives  her  a large  share  of  the  credit  for  the  suc- 
cess which  has  come  to  him.  Four  children 
blessed  their  union:  Mamie,  John  W.,  Margaret 
E.  and  Barnard,  Jr.,  of  whom  John  W.  died  in 
childhood.  The  others  are  still  under  the 


parental  roof,  and  are  receiving  every  possible 
advantage  to  prepare  them  for  useful  and  hon- 
orable lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daly  are  Catholics, 
and  he  serves  as  a member  of  the  Church  com- 
mittee. Politically,  he  supports  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  has  served  as  burgess  and  grand 
juror  in  Greenwich.  In  August,  1897,  Mr.  Daly 
and  his  daughter  Margaret  went  to  Ireland, 
where  they  spent  nine  very  pleasant  weeks,  vis- 
iting the  home  and  scenes  of  his  boyhood.  They 
made  both  voyages  in  the  “St.  Paul.” 


OLIVER  L.  FORD,  one  of  the  respected  pros- 

' perous  residents  of  Sound  Beach,  Fairfield 

Co.,  Conn.,  ranks  among  the  most  successful  of 
the  self-made  citizens  of  this  locality,  and  is 
highly  esteemed  as  one  of  the  valuable  and  sub- 
stantial members  of  the  community.  He  is  a na- 
tive of  Sound  Beach,  born  February  12,  1828,  a 
son  of  Oliver  L.  Ford  and  a grandson  of  Eliakim 
Ford,  who  was  the  first  of  a family  to  settle  in 
that  place. 

Eliakim  Ford  was  born  in  the  city  of  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  and  removed  thence  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  was  a successful  merchant  for  many 
years,  conducting  a dry-goods  and  grocery  busi- 
ness on  the  corner  of  Water  street  and  Berlin 
Slip.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  came  to 
Sound  Beach  and  bought  a farm  on  which  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-three.  His  widow  lived  to 
the  age  of  ninety.  He  was  married,  at  Sound 
Beach,  to  Hannah  Lockwood,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Samuel  Lockwood,  and  they  reared  a large  fam- 
ily, of  whom  the  eldest,  Oliver  L.,  was  the  la- 
ther of  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch;  Lettie  married  “Sandy"  Henry. 
Benjamin  was  a merchant  in  New  York  City  (he 
was  the  father  of  Mrs.  W.  B.  Lockwood,  oi 
Sound  Beach);  Lucy  married  Peter  Quintard; 
Isaac  was  a merchant  in  Philadelphia;  Samuel 
C.  was  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business  in 
Philadelphia  in  partnership  with  Isaac;  Sarah 
I married  (for  her  first  husband)  Abel  Ferris,  and 
(for  her  second)  Henry  Warring;  Cornelius  fol- 
lowed farming  at  Sound  Beach;  one  child,  Sam- 
uel, died  young. 

Oliver  L.  Ford  was  born  in  1788  in  New  York 
I City,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  from  boy- 
I hood  until  1830  he  followed  the  sea,  trading  to 
I the  West  Indies  and  “coasting.”  On  abandon- 
j ing  his  sea-faring  life  he  came  to  Sound  Beach 
' and  took  up  farming,  which  he  continued  during 
I the  remainder  of  his  long  life,  reaching  the  age 
| of  ninety  years  and  six  months.  He  was  mar- 
I ried  in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A. 
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Bayeux.  w ho  was  born  in  1 7 SS  in  Westchester 
county.  N.  V..  of  French  descent,  her  lather. 
Dr.  Thomas  Bayeux.  having  been  a Frenchman 
and  a physician  and  surgeon  in  the  French  army.  ' 
Dr.  Baveux  was  located  lor  a time  in  the  West 
Indies,  coming  thence  to  New  York,  and  finally, 
when  Mrs.  Ford  was  seven  years  old,  settled  in 
Sound  Beach,  where  he  practiced  his  profession 
for  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  married  Miss 
Priscilla  F.ldredge.  who  belonged  to  the  old  fam- 
ily of  that  name  in  New’  "York  City,  and  she 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years; 
Doctor  Bayeux  and  his  wife  are  both  buried  at 
Sound  Beach  Mr.  Ford  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  his  political  sympathies  were 
given  to  the  Democratic  party;  he  took  no  part 
in  public  a flairs,  how  ever,  beyond  casting  his 
vote  Seven  children  were  born  to  him  and  his 
wife,  viz.:  Priscilla  (Mrs.  Walter  T.  Keeler), 

who  died  at  Sound  Beach;  Hannah  (Mrs.  John 
Bromptonj.  deceased  at  Bound  Brook.  N.  J.; 
Sarah  (Mrs.  Abel  Ferris),  who  died  at  Sound 
Beach;  Thomas,  who  died  at  Sound  Beach;  Lucy, 
who  married  Twentvman  Wood,  and  passed 
away  at  Westport.  Conn.;  Sophia,  widow  of  1 
Isaac  Hurlbutt.  living  in  Westport.  Conn.;  and  1 
Oliver  L..  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines. 

Oliver  L.  Ford  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  boyhood  days  in  Sound 
Beach.  Miss  W orcester  and  Alonzo  Green  being  1 
among  his  early  instructors.  When  still  a youth  1 
he  went  to  New  York  to  learn  the  carpenter's 
trade,  but  alter  a few  weeks  he  returned  home 
and  took  to  the  water,  which  he  followed  for  1 
over  thirty  years,  in  the  oyster  business,  and  as  1 
a ‘-coaster'  on  Long  Island  Sound.  He  owned  1 
the  sloops  ••  Louisa"  and  “Emilie  F.  Ford,"  , 
which  he  used  in  his  business,  and  he  still  owns  1 
oyster  ground  in  the  Sound.  In  1879  he  retired  1 
from  the  water,  and  he  has  since  lived  in  Sound  , 
Beach,  where  lor  a time  he  was  engaged  to  some  I 
extent  in  real-estate  dealing,  selling  lots  for  build- 
ing purposes.  Mr.  Ford  began  life  with  limited 
means,  but  by  industry  and  economy  he  has  ac- 
cumulated a comfortable  property,  and  he  is 
respected  by  all  who  know  him  as  an  honorable 
business  man.  one  who  fully  deserves  the  com-  ! 
petence  which  he  has  acquired  in  his  active  1 
career.  I 

On  December  17.  1854,  Mr.  Ford  was  mar-  1 
ried,  at  Koxburv,  near  Philadelphia,  to  Miss  ' 
Emilie  F.  Lachapelie.  who  was  born  July  16,  I 
1S36,  in  Philadelphia,  in  Callowhill  street,  i 
daughter  of  Camille  and  Charlotte  (Keeley) 
Lachapelie.  Mr.  Lachapelie  was  a skilled  me-  i 
chanic,  and  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  1 
ingrain  carpets  in  Philadelphia.  He  died  in  1876,  I 


at  the  age  of  eighty.  He  came  from  France, 
and  his  father,  who  was  a general  under  Napo- 
leon the  First,  was  the  owner  of  a large  property 
in  that  country,  which  at  the  time  of  the  political 
disturbances  was  in  great  danger  of  being  confis- 
cated. which  was  averted,  however,  by  his  mar- 
riage. Mrs.  Ford  received  a thorough  education, 
both  in  French  and  English,  attending  boarding 
school  during  her  girlhood,  and  she  has  proved 
a competent  and  helpful  companion  to  her  hus- 
band in  their  long  wedded  life,  her  assistance 
being  no  small  factor  in  his  success.  They  com- 
menced housekeeping  at  Sound  Beach,  and  here 
their  eight  children  have  been  born.  viz. : Olivia, 
who  is  the  vvife  of  Charles  Haines,  and  resides 
in  Northport.  L.  I.;  Adolphus  L. . of  Sound 
Beach;  Isabella  (Mrs.  George  W.  Kern),  of  At- 
lantic City,  N.  J.;  Emma,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty- four  years;  Charles  W.,  of  Sound 
Beach;  Calvin,  deceased  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
(he  gave  promise  of  becoming  a successful  artist); 
Elsy  B. , who  is  an  inspector  for  the  traction 
company  in  Bridgeport.  Conn.;  and  Emil  \V., 
who  is  superintending  a beautiful  farm  of  260 
acres  in  Princess  Anne.  Maryland,  which  his 
father  purchased  in  the  fall  of  1897.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ford  are  active  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Sound  Beach,  of  which  they  are 
liberal  supporters,  and  he  w’as  foremost  among 
the  builders  of  the  pre-ent  church  edifice.  His 
political  sympathies  have  been  with  the  Whig 
and  Kepublican  parties,  but  at  present  he  takes 
no  particular  part  in  politics,  although  he  was 
formerly  quite  active  in  public  circles;  and  though 
he  was  never  an  office-seeker  he  has  several 
times  been  honored  with  election  to  positions  of 
local  trust,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  discharged 
with  that  fidelity  and  ability  which  have  marked 
all  his  actions.  The  entire  family  occupy  a high 
position  in  the  regard  of  their  neighbors  in 
Greenwich  township. 


JAMES  G.  WILLSON,  who  owns  and  resides 
upon  the  fine  property  in  Greenwich  town- 
ship, Fairfield  county,  known  as  “Full 
View,”  is  a son  of  Thomas  G.  Willson,  and 
grandson  of  James  Willson,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Greenwich  township,  and  were  in  their 
generation  counted  among  the  prominent  and 
useful  citizens  of  this  locality.  The  great-grand- 
father was  Jotham  Willson,  who  died  in  Octo- 
ber, 1827. 

James  Willson  was  married  on  February  22, 
1828,  to  Sarah  Green,  who  was  born  in  1797, 
and  they  reared  a family  of  three  children:  Mary 
G.,  born  January  29.  1829,  who  married  Joshua 
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Moshier,  and  died  in  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. , Octo- 
ber 2,  1863;  Sarah  E.,  born  April  12,  1832,  who 
married  Henry  Clark,  and  died  in  Rye  township, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y. ; and  Thomas  G.,  born 
February  21,  1836.  The  mother  died  March  4, 
i860.  James  Willson  was  in  many  ways  one 
•of  the  most  remarkable  men  in  this  section.  He 
was  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  having 
begun  life  with  no  financial  backing,  yet  through 
industry,  good  management  and  shrewd  judg- 
ment acquired  a large  property  and  comfortable 
income,  which  he  enjoyed  to  the  fullest  extent. 
In  Greenwich,  his  native  town,  he  held  many 
offices  of  local  importance,  serving  as  selectman, 
assessor,  etc.,  and  was  called  upon  to  settle  up  a 
number  of  estates,  possessing  the  confidence  and 
•esteem  of  his  neighbors  and  friends  in  an  unusual 
degree.  His  distaste  for  differences  and  litiga- 
tion of  all  kinds  was  well  known,  and  his  opinion 
in  all  ordinary  matters  so  eagerly  sought  after 
and  valued  that  on  more  than  one  occasion  a 
lawsuit  has  been  withdrawn  from  the  courts,  and 
the  case  turned  over  to  him  for  settlement,  the 
parties  sure  of  a just  and  satisfactory  verdict. 
He  was  five  feet,  nine  inches  in  height,  weighed 
240  pounds,  and  was  endowed  with  great  physical 
strength  and  endurance,  relating  to  which  many 
anecdotes  are  still  repeated  in  the  neighborhood. 
It  is  told  that  he  once  wrote  his  name  on  a wall 
with  both  hands  while  holding  a fifty-six  pound 
weight  on  each  thumb,  his  arms  being  at  right 
angles  with  his  body.  He  was  a good  horseman, 
owning  several  fine  animals,  and  enjoyed  a little 
“brush”  on  the  road  at  any  time.  Politically, 
he  was  a stanch  Democrat,  and  he  worshiped  at 
the  Baptist  Church. 

Thomas  G.  Willson  was  reared  on  the  pa- 
ternal farm,  and  being  the  only  son  he  worked  at 
home  until  his  marriage.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools.  On  February  21, 
1857,  he  wedded  Sarah  E.  Smith,  a native  of 
Stamford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  whose  parents 
were  josiah  and  Betsey  (Lockwood)  Smith,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  a daughter  of  Deacon  Daniel 
Lockwood.  The  young  couple  commenced  mar- 
ried life  on  the  farm  in  King  Street,  then  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Willson’s  father,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  make  their  home  until  his  death,  ex- 
cept for  a short  time  when  he  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  in  Port  Chester.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
James  G. ; Jennie  (Mrs.  F.  H.  Merritt),  of  Tuck- 
ahoe,  N.  Y. : George  D.  and  Francis  F.,  both  of 
whom  died  in  childhood;  and  William  Jay,  who 
is  living  in  Rye  township,  Westchester  Co.,  N. 
Y.  Thomas  Willson,  like  his  father,  was  most 
active  and  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  bore  a 


reputation  for  moral  integrity  among  both  his 
business  and  social  acquaintances  that  was  ab- 
solutely unassailable.  He  filled  a number  of 
public  offices  in  Rye  township,  among  others 
that  of  . highway  commissioner,  and  no  citizen 
was  better  or  more  favorably  known  as  an  advo- 
cate, either  in  belief  or  practice,  of  good  govern- 
ment and  progress.  His  home  life  was  perfect, 
and  he  took  considerable  pride  in  his  surround- 
ings, believing  that  a farm  and  its  appointments 
should  be  as  complete,  and  deserved  as  much  at- 
tention and  care  as  a palace,  and  looking  after 
his  property  accordingly.  He  was  systematic  in 
in  every  branch  of  his  work,  always  aiming  to  get 
the  best  results,  and  whenever  he  made  an  ac- 
quisition to  his  belongings  it  was  of  the  best. 
Mr.  Willson  passed  away  November  26,  1896, 
deeply  mourned  throughout  the  community,  and 
the  leading  men  of  the  town  acted  as  his  pall- 
bearers at  the  funeral.  Mrs.  Willson  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  at  Tuckahoe.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

James  G.  Willson  was  born  October  23, 
1858,  in  King  Street,  Rye  township,  West- 
chester Co.,  N.  Y.  He  received  his  rudimentary 
training  in  the  schools  of  his  district,  under  Miss 
Carrie  Merritt,  and  later  he  became  a pupil  at 
Smith’s  Institute,  Port  Chester,  wherene  com- 
pleted his  school  education.  On  February  15. 
1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Har- 
riet Husted,  of  Greenwich  township,  who  was 
born  December  27,  1857,  and  is  a daughter  oi 
Mills  H.  and  Henrietta  (Brown)  Husted.  Up 
to  this  time  Mr.  Willson  had  lived  with  his  par- 
ents, learning  agricultural  work  as  his  fathers 
assistant,  but  he  now  purchased  and  settled  on 
the  place  known  as  the  "Nehemiah  Howe 
farm,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  It  is  ap- 
propriately named  " Full  View,"  as  every  part 
of  the  175  acres  can  be  seen  from  the  residence, 
and  is  a credit  to  the  owner,  who  cultivates  and 
cares  for  his  property  with  the  same  regard  for 
system  and  neatness  displayed  by  his  father  and 
grandfather.  He  is  modern  and  progressive  in 
his  ideas  and  methods,  and  derives  a substantial 
income  from  the  proceeds  of  his  place,  which  by 
his  industry  and  good  management  has  been 
made  most  productive.  Mr.  Willson  has  ap- 
parently inherited  the  sportsmanlike  tendencies 
of  his  ancestors,  for  he  is  very  fond  of  hunting, 
and  interests  himself  in  the  replenishing  of  game 
in  this  region.  He  is  public-spirited  on  every 
question,  and  may  be  relied  upon  to  give  his  in- 
fluence to  any  movement  for  the  advancement  of 
the  general  welfare,  but  he  has  steadily  declined 
public  honors  and  office.  In  October,  1898'  ^ 
received  the  nomination  for  selectman,  which  he 
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declined  with  thanks,  but  the  declination  was  j 
refused.  and  Mr.  Willson  was  elected  to  that  j 
office,  defeating  the  strongest  Republican  on  the  J 
ticket.  He  is  an  efficient  worker  lor  the  success  , 
of  the  Democratic  party,  whose  principles  he  j 
supports  by  voice  and  ballot.  His  friends 
throughout  the  neighborhood  are  legion.  Fra- 
ternally. he  is  a popular  member  of  Acacia 
Lodge  No.  85.  F.  Ac  A.  M.,  of  Greenwich,  and 
Banksville  Council  No.  86.  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willson  have  had  five  children: 
Henrietta  H..  Mabel.  Josephine  C..  Marie  G. 
and  James  G.,  Jr.,  all  of  whom  are  receiving  the 
best  possible  advantages  lor  education  and  cult- 
ure. In  religious  connection  Mrs.  Willson  is  a 
member  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church, 
and  Mr.  Willson  unites  with  the  Episcopal 
Church  at  Round  Hill,  tn  which  he  has  served  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  school ; he  is  at 
present  vestryman. 

W WILLIAM  A WILMOT,  one  of  the  pros- 
_ perous  young  bu-mess  men  of  Green- 
wich township,  Fairftejd  Co..  Conn.,  has  carried 
on  a meat  market  in  Riverside  lor  the  past  ten 
years,  during  which  time  he  has  succeeded  in  es- 
tablishing a thriving  trade  and  made  a substan-  1 
tial  position  for  himself  among  the  well-to-do  | 
citizens  of  the  town  He  is  known  as  one  of  the  1 
wide-awake,  enterprising  men  of  the  place,  and  | 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  a better  example  of  the  de- 
servedly successful  self-made  man  would  be  hard  | 
to  find. 

Mr.  Wilmot  is  a native  of  Fairfield  county,  1 
born  April  1,  1863,  at  Sound  Beach,  and  is  a j 
grandson  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Dodshun)  Wil-  1 
mot,  who  lived  at  Mianus  The  grandmother  | 
was  born  in  England.  They  had  a family  of  six 
children,  viz.:  William  H..  who  died  at  Mianus, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising  for  some 
tune;  Hannah  (Mrs.  Gilbert  Marshall);  Mary, 
who  married  Frank  Elliott,  and  died  at  Mt.  Ver- 
non. N.  V'.;  Joseph,  the  father  of  William  A. 
Wilmot;  Charles,  of  Mianus;  and  Enoch,  who 
died  young.  Joseph  Wihnot  was  a tailor  by  | 
trade,  and  followed  that  occupation  in  Mianus, 
where  he  also  conducted  a clothing  store.  He  j 
built  the  big  biick  house  near  Mianus  bridge,  on  j 
the  Post  road,  where  he  and  his  wife  both  died,  j 
and  they  sleep  their  last  sleep  in  the  Union  cem-  I 
etery  at  Greenwich.  , 

Joseph  Wilmot,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  , 
i Dodshun)  Wilmot,  was  born  December  29.  1833,  1 
at  Mianus,  in  the  brick  house  above  mentioned.  , 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  1 
finishing  with  a short  term  at  the  Greenwich  Acad-  I 


emy,  under  Prof.  Button.  On  commencing  the 
active  work  of  life  he  took  to  the  water,  which  he 
has  always  followed,  and  he  continues  to  carry  on 
the  oyster  business  at  the  present  writing.  On 
December  29,  1857.  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Susan  A.  Newman,  who  was  born  March 
6,  1831,  at  Riverside,  daughter  of  Sylvester 
and  Ann  (Peck)  Newman,  who  had  a family  of 
five  children:  Susan  A.,  Sarah  E..  Charles  H., 

Hezekiah  P.  and  John  A.  The  father,  who 
was  a boatman  and  farmer  by  vocation,  was 
killed  by  a train  on  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
& Hartford  railway.  The  Newman  family  is  one 
of  the  oldest  in  this  vicinity.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wiiinot  commenced  housekeeping  at  Sound 
Beach,  where  they  have  ever  since  resided.  Six 
children  have  blessed  their  union,  namely: 
Richard  B. , who  is  engaged  in  the  brass-foundry 
business  on  his  own  account  in  New  York;  Will- 
iam A.;  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  G.  K.  Louden),  of  New 
Haven;  Anna  Hendrie  and  Alice  Glendora 
(twins),  the  former  of  whom  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  H.  Rossbottom,  of  Riverside,  the  latter 
being  the  wile  of  Henry  T.  Fuller,  of  River- 
side; and  Henry  P.,  who  was  a merchant  at 
Sound  Beach,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years,  leaving  a family.  Mrs.  Wil- 
mot is,  in  religious  connection,  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  at  Greenwich.  Mr.  Wilmot’s 
political  sympathies  are  with  the  Republican 
party. 

William  A.  Wilmot  received  his  schooling 
in  the  Sound  Beach  district,  where  he  attended 
for  three  years.  On  account  of  his  health, 
which  was  rather  delicate,  he  did  not  com- 
mence school  until  he  was  seven  years  of  age. 
When  about  ten  his  parents'  home  burned,  and 
he  went  to  Waterside  intending  to  live  tempor- 
arily with  John  A.  Peck,  but  he  continued  to  live 
with  him  for  twelve  years,  during  which  time 
he  attended  the  public  school  at  Stamford  for 
two  winters.  In  September.  1876,  he  began 
peddling  meat  for  Mr.  Peck.  • receiving  eight 
dollars  per  month  (and  not  his  washing  and 
mending)  for  the  first  year,  after  which  he  was 
given  a small  increase  from  time  to  time,  remain- 
ing in  Mr.  Peck’s  employ  until  October,  1885. 
At  that  time  no  Chicago  meat  came  here,  and 
the  butchers  had  to  do  their  own  killing,  a con- 
dition of  affairs  which  multiplied  their  labors 
considerably;  but  Mr.  Wilmot  worked  faithfully 
and  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness, always  with  the  ambition  of  being  one  day 
able  to  start  for  himself.  By  economy  and  con- 
stant industry  he  succeeded  in  saving  enough 
for  all  the  necessary  equipment  except  a horse, 
but  he  borrowed  enough  to  buy’-  one,  and  em- 
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barked  in  business  on  his  own  account  at  Sound 
Beach,  carrying  on  his  place  there  until  April, 
1888,  when  he  removed  to  Riverside,  where  he 
has  since  been  located.  Here  he  commenced 
in  an  old  house,  which  he  bought,  and  he  has 
met  with  constantly  increasing  success,  ex- 
panding his  business  and  prospering  as  the  years 
go  by  until  he  now  owns  one  of  the  important 
business  places  of  the  town,  and  ranks  among 
its  best  and  most  valuable  citizens.  Mr.  Wil- 
mot  has  worked  his  way  up  to  his  present  po- 
sition by  his  own  exertions,  and  he  has  not  only 
made  an  enviable  place  for  himself  in  com- 
mercial circles,  but  has  also  gained  and  retained 
a reputation  for  integrity  and  honesty  second 
to  none. 

On  June  22,  1886,  Mr.  Wilmot  was  married 
to  Miss  Charlotte  Louden,  who  was  born  Janu- 
ary 30,  1865,  in  New  York  City,  a daughter  of 
Samuel  R.  and  Charlotte  (Keyes)  Louden,  the 
former  of  whom  is  at  present  serving  as  post- 
master at  Riverside.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  as  follows:  Adelaide  B.,  July  2, 
3888:  Charlotte  L.,  August  2/,  1889,  and  Will- 
iam A.,  Jr.,  May  28,  1894.  In  1897  Mr.  Wil- 
mot erected  the  elegant  home  which  the  family 
now  occupy,  and  in  addition  to  that  he  owns  two 
others — the  old  Newman  homestead,  the  oldest 
house  in  this  vicinity,  about  160  years  old,  and 
the  old  Lockwood  homestead — as  well  as  a lot 
in  Sound  Beach.  The  Newman  homestead  has 
never  been  outside  of  the  family,  and  yet  it  has 
never  been  “handed  down,"  each  successive 
owner  having  acquired  it  by  purchase.  Mr.  Wil- 
mot is  a Republican  in  political  sentiment,  but 
in  voting  he  selects  the  best  men,  a. id  his  first 
vote  was  cast  for  Grover  Cleveland,  his  ballot 
being  the  first  one  cast  for  Cleveland  at  that 
election  in  Stamford  township.  The  family  at- 
tend the  First  Congregational  Church,  and, 
though  not  members,  take  an  active  part  in  its 
interests  and  work. 


CH  ARLES  GAYLOR,  one  of  Stamford’s  most 
1 highly  esteemed  citizens,  enjoys  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a financier,  and  his  ability  and 
sagacity  have  been  demonstrated  in  numerous 
important  business  enterprises.  His  keen  judg- 
ment and  energetic,  yet  conservative  manage- 
ment have  made  him  a valued  member  of  various 
banking  institutions  and  other  corporations,  and 
at  present  he  is  the  president  of  the  Citizens 
Savings  Bank  at  Stamford. 

Mr.  Gaylor’s  family  has  been  identified  with 
Stamford  for  many  years,  and  his  grandfather 
resided  here.  His  father.  Charles  Stewart  Gay- 


lor,  was  a native  of  the  locality  and  passed  his 
life  there,  engaging  in  business  as  a hatter. 
While  his  education  was  limited  to  the  course 
offered  in  the  public  schools  of  the  town  he  sup- 
plemented this  by  observation  and  reading,  and 
was  well  informed  upon  the  topics  of  his  time. 
He  married  Bethia  Knapp,  daughter  of  Hezekiah 
Knapp,  and  had  the  following  children:  John, 
born  February  16,  1811,  is  deceased:  Mary,  born 
February  2,  1812,  married  Rufus  Wardwell,  and 
died  August  30,  1888;  George,  born  September 
21,  1813,  is  deceased;  Charles,  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below;  Sarah  Ann,  born 
August  15,  1818,  married  James  Voorhies;  Will- 
iam H.,  born  March  8,  1821,  is  deceased;  Han- 
nah Elizabeth,  born  January  13,  1824,  married 
Benjamin  A.  Clapp,  of  Tarrvtown,  N.  Y.,  and 
Hezekiah  K.,  born  October  16,  1826,  is  de- 
ceased. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  at  Stam- 
ford, March  21,  1816,  and  was  educated  there 
in  a school  located  at  the  present  site  of  St. 
John’s  Park.  He  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade 
in  his  youth,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  five 
years  with  Edwin  Bishop,  and  in  early  manhood 
he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  remained  about  twenty  years,  the 
firm  being  known  as  Gavlor  & Stevens,  Gaylor 
& Carrington,  and  later  as  Gaylor,  Carrington  & 
Co.  About  1 861  he  returned  to  Stamford,  hav- 
ing become  interested  in  the  Stamford  Gas  Com- 
pany, in  which  he  is  still  a director.  He  soon 
became  identified  with  the  financial  institutions 
of  the  place,  helping  to  organize  the  Citizens 
Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  has  been  president 
some  six  or  seven  years,  and  for  some  time  he 
has  been  a director  in  the  First  National  Bank. 
While  not  a politician  in  the  commonly  accepted 
meaning  of  the  term,  yet  he  takes  much  interest 
in  political  questions.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
Whig,  but  since  1857  he  has  been  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  active  and  influential  in  local  affairs,  hav- 
ing served  for  many  years  as  a burgess  of  the 
borough  of  Stamford,  and  at  one  time  he  was 
first  selectman  of  the  town.  His  sympathies 
have  al  way’s  been  readily  enlisted  for  educational 
and  religious  advancement,  and  since  t8vj 
has  been  a member  of  St.  John's  Episcopal 
Church  at  Stamford,  to  which  his  wife  also  be- 
longs. While  in  New  York,  Mr.  Gaylor  joined 
the  State  Militia,  under  William  H.  Seward,  and 
October  25,  1842,  he  was  made  lieutenant  in  the 
258th  Regiment. 

On  March  to,  1842,  Mr.  Gaylor  was  married, 
in  New  York  City,  to  Miss  Caroline  F.  Budd,  and 
four  children  have  blessed  the  union:  (t)  Charles 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


805 


Henry;  (2)  Thomas  E.  and  (3)  Caroline  B..  all  a bov.  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer  and  a 
deceased.  (4)  Leonard  Budd  is  vice  president  boatman,  running  a market  boat  for  years  from 
and  manager  of  the  Black  Manufacturing  Corn-  , Mianus  to  New  York.  Later  on  he  did  a general 

panv.  at  Erie,  Penn.,  makers  of  the  ••Tribune”  > packet  and  transient  business  on  the  river.  He 

bicycle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gaylor  are  both  remarka-  was  an  honorable  man.  a good  citizen,  and  was 
biy  well  preserved  and  young  looking,  and  he  at-  held  in  high  esteem.  He  married  Rebecca  Smith, 
tributes  his  good  health  to  his  temperate  habits,  w ho  was  from  Stamford,  Fairfield  county,  and 
lor  he  has  never  used  stimulants  or  tobacco.  ; their  children  were  Henry  S. , now  retired,  and  a 

Mrs.  Gaylor  was  born  May  25,  1820,  in  New  , resident  of  Cos  Cob;  William  died  when  young; 

Jersey,  a daughter  of  Wesley  and  Sophia  (Fisier)  ; Frederick,  a well-known  conductor  for  years  on 
Budd.  and  granddaughter  of  Eli  and  Ann  Budd.  1 the  N.  V.,  N.  H.  & H.  R.  R..  is  now  deceased; 
The  Budds  are  of  English  extraction.  The  Fis-  ! Mary  A.  married  Andrew  Ferris,  and  died  at  Port 
ler  family  is  of  German  origin,  and  five  brothers  — Chester.  N.  Y. ; John  L.  keeps  a feed  store  at 
Leonard,  Jacob,  Joseph,  Benjamin  and  bamuel  - 1 Mianus;  Emily  E.  is  now  Mrs.  W.  H.  H.  Ferris, 
came  to  W est  New  Jersey,  settling  in  Gloucester  , of  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. ; George  E.  was  killed  by 
county,  wherethe  town  Fislerville  i now  Clayton)  ■ unknown  parties  while  watching  oyster  beds  at 
was  named  after  them.  Of  these,  Leonard  was  Greenwich;  and  J.  Albert  is  our  subject.  The 
the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Gaylor.  He  married  Mi^s  j father  of  these,  who  farmed  almost  altogether 
Ann  Marshall,  and  they  had  a large  family,  their  during  the  latter  part  of  his  lifetime,  passed 
daughter  Sophia  becoming  the  wife  of  Wesley  away  in  the  fall  of  18S0.  He  became  comfort- 
Budd.  To  this  union  were  born  nine  children--  - ablv  fixed  in  life,  having  saved  a competence, 
four  sons  and  five  daughters— of  w hom  three  only  Politically,  he  was  a Democrat.  His  wife  died  in 
survive;  Caroline  F.  (Mrs.  Gaylor).  who  is  the  January,  1893.  She  was  a member  of  the  First 
only  one  of  the  family  in  Fairfield  county;  Mrs.  Congregational  Church  at  Sound  Beach 
Liiza  S.  Haviland.  of  New  York  City,  and  Mrs  J.  Albert  Lockwood,  of  this  review,  received 

Sarah  W.  Hr  rnan.  of  Clinton.  Iowa.  The  pai-  his  primary  education  in  the  schools  of  Mianus 
tnts  died  in  New  York  Cite  district,  going  regularly  during  the  winter  season 

only,  as  his  services  were  needed  bv  his  father. 
He  worked  on  the  farm  chiefly  until  he  became 

J ALBERT  LOCKWOOD,  a leading  citizen  a brakeman  on  the  N.  Y.  & N.  H.  R.  R.,  and 
of  the  town  of  Greenwich,  Fairfield  county,  was  so  occupied  off  and  on  (or  three  years.  This 
has  descended  from  one  of  the  old  New  Lng-  t position  he  left  to  enter  the  Civil  war,  enlisting 
land  families.  beptember  j,  1862,  as  a private  soldier  in  Corn- 

Born  July  8,  1843.  at  Riverside,  Fairfield  ; pany  H,  28th  C.  V.  1.,  under  Capt.  W.  B.  Wes- 
county,  Mr.  Lockwood  in  line  of  descent  is  of  the  come,  and  was  promoted  to  second  sergeant, 
seventh  generation  from  Robert  Lockwood,  the  His  command  was  in  the  Banks  expedition,  their 
progenitor  of  the  family  in  this  country,  which  first  engagement  being  at  Port  Hudson  on  the 
line  of  descent  is  as  follows;  (tj  Robert,  (2)  Mississippi  river.  He  was  a good  and  obedient 
Jonathan,  (3)  John.  (4)  Jonathan.  (5)  Frederick,  soldier,  ever  ready  for  whatever  duty  was  as- 
(6)  Uriah.  Robert  Lockwood  came  to  this  coun-  j signed  him.  sharing  the  fate  of  his  command 
try  from  England  in  about  the  year  1630,  locat-  1 throughout  its  term  of  service.  He  received 
mg  at  Watertown,  Mass.,  where  he  remained  un-  an  honorable  discharge  August  28.  1863,  and  on 
til  in  about  164G,  when  he  moved  to  Fait  field  his  return  home  was  occupied  for  a time  with  his 
county,  Conn.,  and  here  died  in  1658.  Fred-  brother,  John  L.,  who  owned  a vessel  that  plied 
erick  Lockwood,  of  the  fifth  generation,  vvas  born  on  the  river.  He  next  tried  railroad  work  again, 
in  the  town  of  Greenwich.  Fairfield  countv.  Feb-  then  went  into  the  ovster  business,  which  he 


ruary  3.  1763,  and  there  died  in  1808.  His  wife 
was  Deborah  Reynolds,  born  May  24,  1766.  and 
died  May  15,  1857,  when  upward  of  ninety  t ears 
of  age.  a daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  (Lock- 
wood  1 Reynolds  Their  children  were  Seymour, 
Frederick  M.,  Ezekiel,  Alfred.  Luke.  Uriah,  Lot, 
Ananias,  Sally,  Fannie  and  Deborah. 

Of  these,  Uriah  Lockwood  was  born  in  1803 
in  the  town  of  Greenwich.  He  attended  the 
neighborhood  schools,  was  early  thrown  on  his 
own  resources  and  became  self-reliant  while  vet 
66 


continued  in  several  years.  In  1878  he  was 
elected  assessor  of  Greenwich  town,  serving  two 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  in  1881, 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  selectman  of  his 
town,  and  has  held  the  office  ever  since  with 
the  exception  of  an  interim  of  three  years.  Dur- 
ing ail  of  this  time,  save  two  years,  he  has  been 
first  selectman.  He  has  made  a most  faithful 


and  efficient  official,  and  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
having  held  the  office  longer  than  any  of  his  pred- 
ecessors. He  is  a very  affable  and  genial  gen- 
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tleman,  and  most  popular.  He  takes  great  in-  j 
terest  in  anything  pertaining  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  of  : 
which  he  is  a member,  being  identified  with  ! 
Lombard  Post  No.  24,  at  Greenwich.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  that  had  charge  of 
the  erection  of  the  Soldiers  Monument  at  Green- 
wich. The  monument  is  a handsome  one,  it  be- 
ing equaled  by  few  in  the  State.  On  its  site 
formerly  stood  the  building  in  which  many  of  , 
those  brave  boys  enlisted.  Politically  Mr.  Lock-  1 
wood  is  a Democrat,  and  has  great  influence  in 
party  affairs.  He  has  been  an  enterprising  and 
progressive  citizen,  and  has  erected  four  houses 
in  his  time,  one  at  River  Side  and  three  else- 
where. i 

Mr.  Lockwood  has  been  twice  married,  the 
first  time  to  Sarah  A.  Wescome,  to  which  mar- 
riage were  born  children  as  follows:  Albertina 

died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  William  A.  died  in 
infancy;  Bessie  G.  is  now  Mrs.  Clinton  Worden, 
of  Stamford;  and  Clarence  A.  is  now  attending 
business  college  at  Stamford.  The  mother  of 
these  children  was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  W.  B.  1 
Wescome.  After  her  death  Mr.  Lockwood  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Lucien  Greene,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Ida  F.  Snyder.  I 

1CHARD  BULLWINKLE.  This  enterpris- 

ing  citizen  of  Mianus  is  blessed  with  many 

friends,  is  widely  and  popularly  known,  and.  with- 
al. possesses  that  happy  temperament  which  is 
pervaded  with  comradery.  and  none  know  him  j 
but  to  feel  the  genial  spirit  ol  that  disposition.  | 
Yet  the  sterling  character  of  Mr.  Bullwinkle  is 
not  a whit  behind  his  manner,  and  he  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  township’s  best  citizens. 

Mr.  Bullwinkle  is  of  German  extraction.  His 
grandfather,  Henry  Bullwinkle.  was  born  near 
Berlin,  Germany,  but  prior  to  his  emigration  to 
America,  during  the  latter  years  of  the  last  cent- 
ury. he  had  lived  for  some  time  in  London,  Eng- 
land. By  trade  he  was  a sugar  maker,  and  for 
some  time  after  he  came  to  this  country  he 
worked  in  the  factory  where  the  Havemeyers 
were  but  engineers.  He  settled  in  New  York 
City,  remaining  there  up  to  his  death.  He  fol- 
lowed the  contractor's  business,  and  owned  prop- 
erty at  Third  and  Orchard  streets,  buying  lots 
and  building  houses.  He  was  married  in  this 
country  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Gable.  Mr.  Bullwinkle 
lived  to  the  age  of  seventy,  his  wife  surviving  to 
the  age  of  seventy-seven.  The  children  o'f  Henry 
and  Mary  Bullwinkle  were  as  follows:  Catharine, 
who  married  Henry  Melins;  Ann,  who  married 
Abram  Ryker.  and  died  in  Brooklyn;  John,  a 
piano-forte  maker,  who  died  in  New  York;  Henry 


J.,  who  died  in  New  York;  Richard,  father  of  our 
subject;  Mary  E..  who  married  Benjamin  Hicks, 
and  died  in  Brooklyn;  Margaret,  who  first  mar- 
ried Alexander  Buckhout,  and  afterward  Mr.  Stud- 
well,  and  who  was  killed  on  the  railroad  at  Port 
Chester,  N.  Y. ; and  Charles  T..  a truckmanwho 
went  to  Chicago,  in  the  early  “sixties ’’and there 
died. 

Richard  Bullwinkle,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  on  Orchard  street.  New  York,  April  29, 
1815.  He  had  little  schooling,  and  when  a 
young  man  bottomed  chairs  for  a livelihood. 
However  he  attended  night  school,  and  became 
an  excellent  penman.  As  soon  as  he  had  prop- 
erly qualified  himself,  he  abandoned  the  manual 
trade  he  had  learned  and  secured  a position  as  a 
bookkeeper.  In  that  capacity  he  had  some  in- 
teresting experiences.  Once  he  was  instructed 
by  a member  of  the  firm  that  employed  him  to 
make  some  false  entries.  He  demurred,  even 
when  the  dishonest  employer  drew  a revolverand 
threatened  to  shoot  him.  The  young  bookkeep- 
er could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  become  dis- 
honest. but  at  once  left  the  employ  of  that  firm. 
He  possessed  a quick  and  retentive  memory,  and 
was  well  informed  upon  many  subjects.  His 
penmanship  enabled  him  to  secure  a position  as 
a draughtsman  in  a building  firm,  and  soon  after 
he  was  superintending  for  them  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Moyamensing  prison,  and  later  that 
of  the  asylum  at  Ninth  avenue  and  Thirty-fourth 
street.  New  York.  He  was  also  engaged  in  the 
construction  of  the  Orphan  home  at  Fifty-second 
street  and  Fifth  avenue.  For  some  years  he  was 
engaged  as  a contractor  and  as  a dealer  in  build- 
ers’ supplies.  In  i860  he  retired.  He  resided 
in  New  York  until  1877,  when  owing  to  ill  health 
he  removed  to  near  Mianus,  where  his  son,  our 
subject,  now  lives,  and  to  him  he  turned  over  the 
| management  of  his  business  affairs.  In  politics 
1 he  was  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  was  a mem- 
I ber  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Chapin’s  Universalist  Church  in 
j New  York  City.  He  died  June  23.  1880.  and 
1 was  buried  in  Greenwood  cemetery.  Brooklyn. 

Richard  Bullwinkle.  Sr.,  was  twice  married. 

! his  first  wife  being  Miss  Maria  M.  Laughlin,  whc 
| bore  him  two  children:  Sarah  E.,  now  the  wid- 

1 ow  of  Isaac  Taylor,  and  living  in  New  York,  an 
| Hiram  G.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years 
j The  death  of  Mrs.  Bullwinkle  left  two  your? 
j children,  the  elder  of  whom  was  only  about  lour 
j years  of  age.  They  were  tenderly  cared  lor  ' 

I his  second  wife,  who  was  Miss  Marv  Smith,  an 
1 whom  he  married  in  May,  1848.  She  was  born 
in  Sussex  county.  N.  J.,  July  15,  1825.  daup 
ter  of  John  S.  and  Catharine  (Beemer)Sm,t 
John  S.  Smith  was  the  manufacturer  of  a fancy 
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side  saddle  fur  ladies,  which  was  then  very  pop-  He  owns  sixty-five  acres  of  land  which  he  rents, 
uiar  j and  lives  in  a commodious  dwelling  which  was 

Mrs,  Mary  (Smith)  Bullwinkie  was  one  of  , built  by  the  family  to  replace  one  destroyed  bv 
eight  children.  She  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  j fire  in  1884.  At  present  Mr.  Bullwinkie  has 
was  favored  with  a very  fair  education  for  the  1 large  New  York  interests.  Politically,  he  is  a 
times,  attending  an  academy  in  addition  to  the  1 strong  Republican.  He  has  served  as  a member 
training  which  she  received  in  the  public  schools.  \ of  the  board  of  registration  at  Greenwich,  for 
Her  fattier  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  1 three  tears  was  treasurer  of  that  city,  and  post- 
her  mother  surviving  five  years.  The  tight  chil-  | master  at  Mianus  during  the  Harrison  adminis- 
dren  of  John  S.  and  Catharine  Smith  were  as  1 tration.  Socially,  he  is  prominently  identified 
follows:  Charlotte,  who  married  John  Evans,  < with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Royal  Arcanum  at 
and  died  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  V. ; William,  a me-  1 Gieenwich.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  social 
chamc.  who  died  in  New  York;  Horace,  who  en-  , representatives  of  Greenwich  township,  and 
listed  in  a New  Jersey  regiment  during  the  Civil  | prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  community. 

war.  was  wounded  at  Malvern  Hill,  and  died  in  

Libby  prison;  Miranda,  widow  of  Charles  A.  , 

Harvey,  Brooklyn;  Mary,  mother  of  our  subject ; , T^ATKICK  BOYLE  is  well-known  to  the  peo- 
Sarah  and  John  (twinsi,  the  former  of  whom  is  [ 3T  pie  of  Stamford.  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  as 
the  widow  of  Robert  S.  Allen.  Brooklyn,  John  ' the  proprietor  of  a thriving  business  in  Meadow 
being  a resilient  of  Kansas  City;  and  Coe  W..  of  1 street,  and  the  owner  of  considerable  valuable 
Elizabeth.  N.  J.,  for  twentv-hve  years  connected  real  estate  in  the  city,  where  he  has  made  his 
with  the  Central  railway  of  New  Jersey.  Three  home  since  1865 

children  were  born  to  Richard  and  Mary  Bull-  Mr.  Boyle  came  to  this  country  from  Ireland, 
winkle,  as  follows;  Anna  G.  (Mrs.  Jesse  Ritch),  j where  he  was  born  in  1847,  in  County  Galwav. 
cl  Greenwich  township;  Richard,  subject  of  this  | a son  of  Michael  Boyle,  who  was  a lifelong  resi- 
sKetch;  and  Carrie  (Mrs.  \Y.  G.  Adams)  The  dent  of  that  county.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
mother  remained  at  the  old  home  until  April,  farmer  and  collector  of  rents,  being  the  agent  for 
1890.  since  when  she  has  been  living  with  her  an  estate,  and  the  family  were  in  very  comfort - 
daughter  Carrie.  able  circumstances.  There  were  five  children — 

Richard  Bullwinkie,  the  subiect  of  this  sketch,  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  Patrick  received  a 
was  born  in  New  York  City  May  12,  1 8 60.  He  good  education  in  the  private,  parochial  and  na- 
attended  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  and  took  tional  schools  of  his  native  land,  which  he  at- 
also  a short  course  at  a private  school,  but  at  the  tended  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  Soon 
early  age  of  fifteen  years,  in  1875.  he  entered  the  1 after  his  arrival  in  America  he  settled  in  Stam- 
wholesale  hardware  house  of  Hart.  Bliven  & j ford.  Conn. , and  he  has  not  spent  a night  outside 
Mead,  Nos.  246-248  Pearl  street,  as  a clerk.  | of  the  city  since.  He  began  his  career  in  the 
This  position  he  resigned  in  May,  1877,  to  enter  New  World  as  gardener  on  an  estate,  working 
the  employ  of  Goodyear  A:  McKay,  sewing  thus  for  a year,  after  which  he  was  in  the  employ 
machine  manufacturers.  No.  18  Murray  street,  of  John  \Y.  Leeds  for  fifteen  years,  finally,  in 
New  York.  With  them  he  remained  until  he  i 1878,  embarking  in  business  on  his  own  account 
came  to  the  country  to  live,  and  to  look  after  j as  the  owner  of  a grocery  and  liquor  business  in 
the  business  of  his  father.  Meadow  street.  Later  he  bought  a building  on 

Mr.  Bullwinkie  was  married  August  1 5.  1880,  Main  street,  in  which  he  conducted  another 
to  Miss  Estella  A.  Bowen,  of  Palmer's  Hill.  She  1 store,  but  in  November,  1897,  he  closed  out  that 
was  born  October  15.  1800.  the  daughter  of  1 establishment  to  give  his  entire  attention  to  the 
William  and  Sabina  (Bonnelli  Bowen  To  Mr.  I Meadow  street  store,  to  which  he  has  added  a 
and  Mrs.  Bullwinkie  have  been  born  four  chil-  < meat  market.  Mr.  Boyle  has  a constantly  grow- 
ciren:  Richard,  born  August  26.  1881,  a clerk  I ing  and  profitable  patronage,  and  in  addition  to 

in  the  Stamford  National  Bank  ; Edna  M.,  born  1 his  ret  ail  business  he  wholesales  Clausen  & Price's 
October  8.  1883;  Horace  K..  born  September  18,  | ale.  the  Albany  Brewing  Company’s  ale  and 
1887.  and  Gertrude  E.,  burn  June  29.  1893.  Clausen  & Sons  Brewing  Company's  lager  beer. 
Mrs.  Bullwinkie  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  j Mr.  Boyle  has  proved  himself  a good  manager 
Church.  | and  judge  in  his  mercantile  career,  and  as  a re- 

Since  coming  to  Fairfield  county  Mr.  Bull-  | suit  enjoys  a competence  which  affords  him  all 
"inkle  was  for  a time  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  j the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life, 
grocery  trade  at  Greenwich  and  later  at  Mianus.  1 and  is  the  owner  of  much  desirable  property  in 
He  was  also  at  onetime  in  the  dairy  business.  I Stamford,  which  he  has  accumulated  by  economy 
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and  several  timely  investments.  He  deserves 
great  credit  lor  the  advance  he  has  made  by  his 
own  industry,  and  he  is  respected  by  all  who 
know  him  in  Stamford  as  a worthy  sell-made 
man.  In  connection  with  his  other  business  he, 
in  1898,  erected  at  Shippan  Point  the  •*  Auburn 
Hotel,”  and  is  conducting  it  as  a summer  hotel. 

Mr.  Boyle’s  marriage  to  Miss  Katie  Wendle 
took  place  in  Stamford  January  17,  1878,  and 
has  been  blessed  with  eight  children:  Mary, 

Michael,  Joseph,  John,  William,  Marguerite, 
Catherine  and  Leona.  Ol  these,  Mary  was  for 
two  years  a pupil  at  Mt.  St.  Joseph’s  Seminary, 
Hartford,  Conn.,  graduating  from  that  institu- 
tion in  June,  1896.  Michael,  after  spending  four 
years  at  the  Stamford  High  School,  began  his 
college  career  at  Villa  Nova  College,  Delaware 
county,  Penn.,  in  September,  1898.  Joseph  en- 
tered Merrill’s  Business  College,  Stamford, Conn., 
as  a student  in  November,  1898.  Mr.  Boyle 
served  four  years  as  treasurer  of  the  Fenian  As- 
sociation, and  for  some  years  held  the  same  office 
in  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  a fraternal  organi- 
zation. He  is  a member  of  the  Liquor  Dealers 
Association  in  Stamford.  Politically,  he  has 
supported  the  Democratic  party  ever  since  he  be- 
came a citizen  of  the  United  States. 


OLIVER  B.  MORGAN,  one  of  the  progressive 
and  wide-awake  business  men  of  Stamford, 
Conn.,  comes  of  an  old  and  highly  respected 
Connecticut  family,  his  grandfather,  Ezekiel 
Morgan,  having  been  born  in  the  town  of  Wil- 
ton, Fairfield  county.  He  was  a lifelong  farmer; 
was  married  to  a Miss  Sarah  Willock,  also  a na- 
tive of  Wilton,  and  had  a numerous  family. 

Aaron  Morgan,  son  of  Ezekiel  Morgan,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Wilton,  where  he  passed  his  boyhood,  and 
where  for  some  years  of  his  earlier  life  he  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  blacksmith.  During  the  last 
twenty-five  years  of  his  life  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  South  Wilton,  same  county. 
In  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  he  married  Miss  Susan 
Ferry,  of  that  locality,  and  they  both  died  in 
Wilton,  the  parents  of  four  children:  Oscar  A., 
living  in  Stamford;  Irad  F.,  in  Wilton;  Emily, 
married  to  Theodore  R.  Fancher,  of  Wilton,  and 
Oliver  B.,  our  subject.  Aaron  Morgan  and  his 
wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a Whig,  later  a 
Republican.  He  died  February  15,  1874,  his 
wife  on  February  25,  1884. 

Oliver  B.  Morgan  was  born  April  29,  1842,  in 
the  town  of  Wilton,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and, 
as  will  be  seen,  is  the  youngest  in  his  parents’ 


family  of  children.  He  received  his  primary 
education  at  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
place,  which  was  supplemented  with  an  attend- 
ance at  Whitlock’s  private  school.  When  twenty 
years  of  age  he  moved  to  Stamford,  and  clerked 
in  the  grocery  store  of  R.  S.  Miller,  until  his  en- 
listment, in  November,  1864,  in  the  Commissary 
Department,  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  in  which  he  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  July,  1865,  he  re- 
turned to  Stamford,  and  again  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  R.  S.  Miller  as  clerk,  remaining  in  that 
incumbency  until  1867,  in  which  year  he  em- 
barked in  the  grocery  business,  on  Main  street, 
Stamford,  under  the  firm  name  of  0.  B.  Mor- 
gan & Co.  At  the  end  of  seven  years  he  sold 
out,  and  spent  the  following  ten  years  on  a farm 
in  High  Ridge,  Conn.;  during  the  subsequent 
four  years  he  filled  the  position  of  bookkeeper 
for  Hoyt  & Potts.  In  1889  he  bought  out  the 
George  B.  Toms  toy  and  newspaper  business, 
which  he  has  since  conducted  with  eminent  suc- 
cess on  Atlantic  street. 

On  May  24,  1869,  Mr.  Morgan  was  married 
to  Miss  Jennie  Stevens,  daughter  of  Cephas 
Stevens,  of  High  Ridge,  Stamford,  and  one  son, 
Julian  C.,  was  born  September  6,  1883.  In  re- 
ligious faith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  are  members 
of  the  M.  E.  Church;  socially,  he  is  affiliated 
with  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  of  Stamford.  They  are 
most  highly  esteemed  people,  true  to  all  the 
duties  and  obligations  of  life,  and  have  many 
friends. 


T HOMAS  BRADLEY.  Connecticut  sent  to 
the  defense  of  the  Union  many  brave  sol- 
diers during  the  trying  days  of  the  Rebellion,  and 
among  them  all  none  fought  more  devotedly  for 
the  cause  of  freedom  than  did  this  son  of  Old 
England.  Coming  to  this  country  in  boyhood, 
Mr.  Bradley  has  always  felt  complete  sympathy 
with  the  highest  ideals  of  American  citizenship, 
and  his  history  shows  that  he  possesses  the  en- 
ergy and  intelligence  to  make  the  best  of  life-- 
At  present  he  holds  the  responsible  post  of  chief 
of  police  of  the  city  of  Norwalk,  and  in  this  as  in 
other  positions  he  has  manifested  ability  and 
fidelity  to  duty. 

Mr.  Bradley  was  born  October  27,  1842.  <*' 
Leeds,  England,  where  his  father,  Squire  Brad- 
lev,  was  a bookkeeper  in  a woolen-mill.  Squire 
Bradley  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Thompson,  were  both  natives  of  England, 
but  about  1847  they  came  to  America  and  settle 
for  a time  in  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  the  father  engag- 
ing in  business  as  a manufacturer  of  horse 
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blankets  and  similar  goods.  In  1854  he  re- 
moved to  Cohoes,  N.  Y.,  hut  his  death  occurred 
in  Jersey  City  from  drowning.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  tfie  Methodist  Church,  and  a man  of  ex- 
cellent character;  his  widow  is  also  a consistent  ' 
follower  of  the  faith  of  John  Wesley.  His  re- 
mains now  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  New  burg,  N.  I 
Y.  Of  nine  children  six  lived  to  mature  age,  our  ' 
subject  being  the  youngest.  Sarah  Ann  married 
Thomas  Longstafl,  of  Norwalk;  Susan  is  the 
widow  of  Sheldon  Nickerson,  of  the  same  city;  ! 
Elizabeth  married  George  A.  Cunley.  of  Tarry-  \ 
town.  N.  Y. ; Mary  B-  is  now  Mrs  George  B.  1 
Croft,  of  Philadelphia;  and  Etta  married  George  i 
Nickerson,  of  Norwalk. 

Mr.  Bradley  was  five  wars  old  when  he  | 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  his  youth  was  mainly 
spent  in  Cohoes.  N.  Y..  where  his  education  i 
was  begun  in  the  public  schools.  As  a bov  he  j 
worked  (or  some  time  in  a cotton  factory  there,  , 
and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left  home  to  enter 
the  employ  ol  a farmer  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
with  whom  he  remained  three  years,  his  winters 
being  devoted  to  his  studies  in  the  local  schools. 
On  leaving  this  place  he  went  to  Newburg,  and 
found  employment  in  the  factory  of  the  America 
Dessicatmg  C ompany,  and  later  he  was  sent  to  1 
Williamsburg.  N.  Y. , to  take  charge  of  their  fac- 
tory then  On  September  4.  18O2,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  15th  New  York  Volunteer  En- 
gineers, and  was  shortly  afterward  made  first 
sergeant  of  Company  A,  same  regiment,  which 
rank  he  held  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  took 
part  in  a number  of  important  engagements  but, 
fortunately,  was  never  wounded.  On  July  2, 
1865,  he  received  his  discharge,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  he  returned  to  his  former  residence 
in  Newburg 

Like  many  of  our  gallant  soldiers,  he  found 
his  service  in  the  army  a sad  interruption  in  busi- 
ness life,  and  for  some  time  he  was  obliged  to 
work  as  a farm  laborer.  As  he  desired  to  fit 
himself  for  something  more  congenial  and  profit- 
able than  this,  he  entered  the  Eastman  Business 
College  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. , on  November  t, 
1865,  and  in  May  of  the  next  year  he  was  grad- 
uated from  that  institution.  He  then  went  to 
New  York  City,  and  on  June  2t,  1866.  he  re-  ! 
ceived  an  appointment  as  policeman,  in  which  ( 
position  he  served  satisfactorily  for  twenty  years,  1 
being  released  on  June  22,  1S86.  at  his  own  re-  , 
quest.  Since  that  date  he  has  been  a resident  of  j 
Norwalk,  where  he  was  for  a time  employed  as  a | 
shoe  manufacturer.  On  February  to.  1894,  he  i 
was  appointed  chief  of  police  of  that  city,  and  \ 
his  faithful  and  efficient  service  in  that  capacity  1 
has  fully  justified  the  confidence  reposed  in  him.  1 


Mr.  Bradley  has  a handsome  home  at  No.  62 
Franklin  street,  Norwalk,  and  he  and  his  wife, 
who  was  formerly  Miss  Lavina  Brotherton,  of 
that  city,  are  identified  with  a select  social  cir- 
cle In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and 
he  is  an  active  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  in  which 
he  is  a past  commander. 


GEORGE  H.  MILLS,  a well-known  and  highly 
esteemed  resident  of  Greenwich  township, 
Fairfield  county,  is  a direct  descendant  in  the 
eighth  generation  of  the  Samuel  Mills  who  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  township.  He 
was  born  September  1 3,  1840.  on  the  farm  four 
miles  north  of  Greenwich  village  where  the  first 
Samuel  Mills  settled,  and  which  has  ever  since 
been  owned  and  occupied  by  his  descendants, 
the  present  occupant,  also  named  Samuel,  be- 
ing of  the  eighth  generation,  and  having  a son 
Samuel  of  the  ninth  generation.  Each  genera- 
tion has  had  a representative  bearing  the  name 
of  Samuel. 

Samuel  Mills,  the  grandfather  of  George  H. 
Mills,  married  Martha  Husted,  who  also  belonged 
to  one  of  the  old  families  of  the  township,  and 
they  reared  a family  of  six  children,  namely: 
Samuel.  Roswell  (of  North  Greenwich).  Mary. 
Sarah.  Deborah  and  Ann  Augusta.  Only  one 
of  the  daughters  married,  and  she  died  at  an 
early  age.  Grandfather  Samuel  Mills  was  a de- 
vout Methodist,  in  this  respect  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  ancestors.  The  eldest  son. 
Samuel,  was  born  in  March.  1814,  in  the  house 
which  was  also  the  birthplace  of  his  father  and 
son,  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  homestead 
farm,  where  he  passed  his  entire  life.  He  mar- 
ried Maria  Trowbridge,  a native  of  Bedford,  N. 
Y.,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Trowbridge 
and  a descendant  of  the  Trowbridge  family  which 
settled  New  Haven,  and  three  children  blessed 
their  union:  Martha  A.  (now  deceased),  who 

married  Augustus  N.  Reynolds;  George  H.;  and 
Samuel  Elbert,  who  carried  on  the  farm  in  Green- 
wich; he  served  in  the  Civil  war  with  the  Tenth 
Connecticut;  he  married  Mary  H.  Reynolds, 
daughter  of  Abram  Reynolds,  and  has  three 
children — Helen  T.,  Samuel  Harold  and  Jen- 
nette  R.  Mr.  Mills  was  a Democrat  in  political 
connection,  and  was  one  of  the  “ wheel-horses  ” 
of  the  party  in  this  section,  taking  a prominent 
part  in  its  affairs.  He  was  elected  to  office  at 
different  times,  and  was  well  known  throughout 
the  locality  as  an  energetic,  active  man.  one 
who  gained  the  respect  and  friendship  of  all  who 
knew  him.  Religiously,  he  was  a member  of 
the  Second  Congregational  Church.  He  and 
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his  wife  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Episcopal  ceme- 
tery, though  his  ancestors  are  all  buried  in  a 
private  cemetery  on  the  Mills  farm. 

George  H.  Mills  was  reared  on  the  place  of 
his  birth,  and  made  his  home  there  until  his  mar- 
riage, assisting  his  father  with  the  farm  work. 
His  education  he  acquired  in  the  Clapboard 
Ridge  district  school,  which  at  that  day  was  con- 
ducted in  an  old-fashioned  building,  and  the  liter- 
ary facilities  were  correspondingly  meager. 
Henry  Close  was  his  first  teacher.  On  Septem- 
ber 13,  1870,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lucretia  Mead,  who  was  born  November  30, 
1846,  in  the  house  where  they  have  since  resided. 
She  was  the  youngest  child  of  Jonas  and  Abigail 
Mead,  of  Greenwich  township,  and  the  young 
couple  took  up  their  home  with  her  parents,  Mr. 
Mills,  for  the  ten  years  following  his  marriage, 
carrying  on  a hardware  and  stove  business  in  the 
village.  They  have  a comfortable  residence, 
and  enjoy  a goodly  share  of  this  world’s  goods, 
though  they  are  quiet  and  unassuming  in  their 
manners  and  living.  They  have  had  two  chil- 
dren: Maria  A.,  who  died  when  fourteen  months 
old,  and  Winfield  S.,  a son  adopted  when  four- 
teen months  old,  who  was  born  August  14.  1886. 

Mr.  Mills  is  regarded  as  a valuable  citizen  in 
his  township,  one  who  can  be  relied  upon  to  take 
a public-spirited  interest  in  any  measure  for 
progress  or  improvement,  and  who  always  has 
the  welfare  of  the  community  at  heart.  He  is 
non-partisan  in  political  affairs,  limiting  his 
efforts  in  that  line  to  seeing  that  good  men  are 
put  into  office.  In  religious  connection  he  and 
his  wife  are  prominent  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
deacon  for  sixteen  years,  and  for  ten  years  he 
held  the  position  of  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent. He  is  a strong  advocate  of  temperance, 
never  using  strong  drink  or  tobacco  in  any  form. 


CHARLES  E.  PURDY,  a prosperous  and  pro- 
gressive  member  of  the  agricultural  class  in 
Greenwich  township,  resides  in  King  Street,  on 
what  is  known  as  the  "Old  Field  Homestead,” 
which  is  situated  partly  in  Fairfield  county, 
Conn.,  and  partly  in  Westchester  county,  New 
York. 

Mr.  Purdy  is  a native  of  Westchester  county, 
born  November  4,  1845,  in  North  Castle  town- 
ship. on  the  farm  of  his  parents,  Charles  and 
Phcebe  (Lane)  Purdy.  The  father  was  born  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Westchester  county,  son 
of  Eleazer  Purdy,  who  died  when  Charles  was  a 
boy.  The  latter  grew  up  in  his  native  county, 
married  there,  and  carried  on  farming  all  his  act- 


ive life,  becoming  well-to-do  as  time  went  00. 
He  was  a hard  worker,  although  a man  of  very 
slight  build,  never  weighing  over  125  pounds. 
Mrs.  Purdy  was  a daughter  of  Stephen  Lane,  a 
farmer,  who  lived  to  be  ninety-five  years  old. 
She  was  the  mother  of  five  children:  Elizabeth 
is  the  wife  of  Henry  Mathews,  of  NewYorkCity, 
Mary  (Mrs.  Beebe)  is  now  deceased;  Charles  E.; 
Stephen  L. , of  North  Castle  township;  and  Annie, 
wife  of  Dr.  Batchelor,  of  New  York  City.  The 
• father  (now  (1899)  ninety  years  old)  and  mother 
are  living  retired  in  New  York  City.  They  are 
Friends  in  religious  faith.  Mr.  Purdy  has  been 
a lifelong  Democrat  politically,  and  he  served  as 
supervisor  of  North  Castle  township  for  years. 

Charles  E.  Purdy  received  a good  common- 
school  education,  and  also  attended  the  Mt.Kisco 
(N.  Y.)  Academy  for  two  years.  From  an  early 
age  he  was  trained  to  practical  farm  work,  and 
until  his  marriage  remained  on  the  home  place, 
in  which  he  had  an  interest,  working  it  after  he 
reached  his  majority.  After  leaving  the  paternal 
farm  he  went  to  Mamaroneck,  N.  Y.,  for  a year, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1877  settled  on  his  present 
farm  in  Greenwich,  which  he  rented  for  the  first 
ten  years  of  his  residence  there.  He  finally  be- 
came the  proprietor,  purchasing  from  the  heirs 
of  Elias  Hicks  Field,  and  he  is  the  first  owner 
outside  the  Field  family  for  generations.  The 
tract  contains  1 30  acres  in  all,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  vicinity,  its  present  owner 
having  added  considerably  to  its  value  by  his 
skillful  methods  in  agriculture.  Hehasremodeltd 
the  house,  which  is  now  one  of  the  most  com- 
fortable homes  in  King  Street,  and  has  made 

numerous  other  improvements  about  the  place, 

the  appearance  of  which  gives  every  evidence  of 
his  good  judgment  and  progressive  nature,  for  he 
is  up-to-date  in  every  respect.  Mr.  Purdy  de- 
votes much  time  and  attention  to  apple  growing, 
and  does  an  extensive  business  in  that  branch, 
having  a crop  of  from  600  to  1,000  barrels  an- 
nually. He  is  well  known  throughout  this  sec- 
tion, and  has  a reputation  surpassed  by  none  lor 
honesty  and  straightforwardness  in  all  his  deal- 
ings with  his  fellow  men. 

Mr.  Purdv  was  united  in  marriage  when  thir- 
ty years  of  age,  with  Miss  Joanna  Pierce,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Moses  Pierce  and  Esther 
Carpenter,  his  wife,  of  Pleasantville,  N.Y.,  where 
she  was  born.  They  have  five  children:  Eliza- 
beth M.,  Esther  C..  Arthur  E.,  Helen  C.  an 
Charles  E.,  Jr.,  all  of  whom  live  at  home.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Purdy  are  faithful  members  of  the 
Friends  Church  at  Purchase,  N.  Y.  Politically, 
he  is  an  ardent  Democrat,  one  of  the  best  wor  - 
ers  for  his  party  in  the  township,  though  he  has, 
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in  local  affairs,  supported  pood  men  of  the  other 
preat  party  He  has  served  thiee  years  as  a 
selectman  of  the  town. 


GEORGE  E.  HORTON,  a well-known  and 
representative  business  man  of  Greenwich 
township.  Fairfield  county,  now  employed  as 
traveling  salesman  for  A.  J.  Tower,  of  Boston, 
was  born  at  Wilton,  Conn..  June  12,  1859,  a son 
of  William  and  Sarah  (Silkman)  Horton. 

Early  in  life  the  father  engaged  in  the  retail 
grocery  business,  subsequently  was  a commission 
merchant  in  New  York  City,  dealing  in  hour  and 
pram,  and  later  he  owned  and  operated  a farm 
near  Wilton,  i onn.  He  w as  a self-made  man  in 
the  truest  sense  of  that  term,  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful. leaving  to  his  family  a comfortable  com- 
petent!.. In  iSSo  he  came  to  Greenwich  town- 
ship, Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  purchased  from 
William  7 impany  a farm  near  t os  Cob.  which 
fie  greatly  improved.  He  was  a Republican  in 
politics,  but  was  not  strictly  partisan,  always 
endeavoring  to  support  the  man  best  qualified 
for  trie  office.  He  died  in  his  sixty-eighth  year, 
and  his  remains  were  interred  at  .'■o oners,  N.  Y. 
Tile  mother  of  our  subject  bad  died  some  years 
before,  and  his  father.  William  Horton,  was  a 
second  time  married,  but  by  that  union  bad  no 
childim  Two  sons  were  born  of  the  first  mar- 
riage. Charles  W.,  a farmer  of  Wilton,  Conn., 
and  George  E.,  of  this  sketch.  Our  subject's 
paternal  grandfather  was  David  Horton,  a farm- 
er by  occupation. 

George  E.  Horton  began  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  York.  After  his  mother's 
death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  eight  years 
old.  he  went  to  live  with  his  paternal  grand- 
father. but  when  his  father  re-marned,  about  two 
or  three  vears  later,  he  returned  borne.  For  a 
tune  he  attended  Prof.  Olmstead  s school  at 
billon.  Conn.,  and  afterward  again  entered  the 
public  schools  of  New  York  City,  graduating 
from  Public  School  No.  68  on  irSth  street,  near 
6th  auntie.  He  also  took  a course  at  the  New 
York  College. 

Mr.  Horton  began  his  busmtss  career  as  col- 
lector for  the  commission  house  of  Pottle  & 
Jacoby,  with  which  he  remained  until  18S0,  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Cos  Cob.  and  he  took  the 
management  of  the  farm.  Three  years  later  he 
went  on  the  road  as  traveling  salesman  lor  the 
Metropolitan  Rubber  Company,  remaining  with 
that  hrm  ten  years.  Subsequently  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  business,  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  also  owned  a half-interest  in  a patent 
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specialty.  Returning  to  Cos  Cob.  he  resumed 
farming,  which  he  continued  to  follow  until 
March.  1S94,  when  he  opened  a retail  grocery 
store  at  Mianus  in  partnership  with  J.  D.  Ayres. 
The  firm  conducted  what  was  no  doubt  the  larg- 
est business  of  the  kind  in  Greenwich  towmship, 
hut  on  March  1 897.  their  store  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  Since  January  I.  1898.  Mr.  Horton  has 
been  on  the  road  for  A.  J.  Tower,  of  Boston, 
selling  oil  clothing.  He  is  a wide-awake,  ener- 
getic man.  of  good  business  ability,  and  has  the 
full  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  employers. 
Politically,  he  is  an  ardent  Republican. 

On  June  2‘,  1888.  Mr.  Horton  was  married 
to  Miss  Kate  L.  Duff,  a native  of  Cos  Cob.  She 
is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and,  like 
her  husband,  is  the  center  of  a large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances. 

Jons  Din.  Mrs.  Horton's  father,  was  born 
in  New  York  City.  September  22,  1824. 

a son  of  John  and  Harriet  Duff.  He  was 
but  eleven  years  old  when  his  father  died 
of  cholera,  and  as  his  mother  married  again 
and  he  could  not  agree  with  his  stepfathei, 
he  left  home  and  came  toCos  Cob,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.  He  had  one  brother,  Richard,  who  died 
in  boyhood,  and  a sister,  Mary  A.,  of  whom  he 
has  lost  all  trace.  He  arrived  in  Cos  Cob  on 
the  sloop  ’•  Theodore,"  and  for  five  tears  made 
his  home  with  Mrs.  Nehemiah  Mead,  a widow, 
doing  chores,  and  for  one  quarter  attending  the 
district  schools.  The  following  six  years  he  lived 
with  Charles  Timpany,  a carpenter  and  farmer, 
living  in  North  Cos  Cob.  and  with  him  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  and  worked  as  a journey- 
man until  1848.  He  then  helped  to  build  the 
first  railroad  bridge  at  Cos  Cob,  and  soon  after- 
ward purchased  a half-interest  in  a shipyard  at 
that  place,  his  partner  being  a Mr.  Gilbert, 
whose  interest  he  afterward  purchased.  Al- 
though he  knew  little  concerning  the  business  at 
the  beginning,  he  employed  experienced  work- 
men and  soon  became  thoroughly  familiar  with 
every  branch  of  it.  Soon  after  his  marriage  the 
firm  of  White.  Barnes  & Duff  was  organized,  and 
as  general  ship  builders  they  built  the  following 
vessels.  ••  Locomotive,"  “James  H.  Holden.” 
“ Sacramento.”  “ Mary  Elizabeth,”  and  ••  Phil- 
lips,” all  sioops.  For  half  a century  Mr.  Duff 
has  now  been  interested  in  this  business,  and  is 
well  known  along  the  Sound.  Although  he 
started  in  life  for  himself  a poor,  homeless  boy. 
and  endured  many  hardships  and  impositions,  he 
has  become  one  of  Fairfield  county's  most  highly 
respected  citizens,  and  has  reared  an  excellent 
family.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  has  been 
affiliated  with  the  Acacia  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  for 
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over  thirty  years  and  is  also  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

On  November  3.  1851,  Mr.  Duff  married  Miss 
Deborah  A.  Palmer,  who  was  born  in  North  Cos 
Cob,  March  15,  1831,  a daughter  of  Henry  and 
Anna  (Pomeroy)  Palmer.  The  children  born  to 
this  union  are  as  follows:  Clarissa,  who  died 

when  a young  lady;  Delia  A.,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; John  H.,  who  was  for  years  in  the  employ 
of  Vale  & Towne  Company,  of  Stamford,  beingthe 
only  one  of  their  employes  to  go  to  the  top  of 
the  tall  chimney  at  the  Yale  Lock  Works  (he 
died  in  Stamford,  leaving  two  daughters,  Sadie 
being  the  only  one  now  living);  Charles  R.,  of 
Mountainville,  who  is  manager  of  the  Lawson 
Valentine  farm  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; William 
J..  a resident  of  Cos  Cob;  Denom  G.,  who  was 
accidentally  killed  by  a shot  gun  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years;  Annie  P. , deceased  wife  of  Arthur 
Tingue,  of  C.obleskill;  Kate  L..  wife  of  George 
E.  Horton;  and  Ruth  C.,  at  home. 


T'HOMAS  M.  FAIRTY.  who  for  the  past 
thirty  years  has  bee  1 successfully  engaged 
in  the  butcher  business  in  New  Canaan,  was  born 
in  that  town  August  28.  183: 

The  father  of  our  subject.  James  Fairty,  was 
a native  of  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  when  a 
voung  man  of  eighteen  years  of  age,  becoming  a 
naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States.  He 
settled  in  Connecticut,  and  was  married  in  New 
Canaan  to  Eliza  Monroe,  daughter  of  Nathan 
Monroe.  Five  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  Frank,  who  is  now  deceased;  Thomas 

Monroe;  James,  a resident  of  New  Canaan; 
Joseph,  living  in  Canada;  and  Ann  Eliza,  who  is 
deceased.  The  father  was  a shoemaker  by  trade, 
and  followed  the  same  in  New  Canaan.  In  1 862, 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  he  was  in  New 
York  City,  and  was  there  run  over  by  a mob  and 
killed.  The  mother  survived  him  many  years, 
dying  in  1894. 

Thomas  M.  Fairty  grew  to  manhood  in  New 
Canaan,  attending  during  boyhood  the  Clap- 
board Hill  District  school  and  the  Silver  Mine 
District  school,  where  he  received  all  his  educa- 
tion. During  his  earlier  years  he  worked  a little 
at  shoemaking,  and  also  farmed  and  dealt  in 
cattle.  When  about  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
removed  to  Wilton,  Conn.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock  dealing  until  1867,  the  year  in 
which  he  settled  in  New  Canaan.  On  his  ar- 
rival here  he  embarked  in  the  butcher  business 
with  Samuel  Whitney,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Whitney  & Co.,  and  this  partnership  continued 
for  six  years  until  Mr.  Whitney's  death  dissolved 


it.  Mr.  Fairty  has  since  conducted  the  store 
alone,  and  he  has  met  with  well  deserved  suc- 
cess, as  a result  of  persevering  industry  and  un- 
tiring attention  to  the  details  of  his  business. 
In  addition  to  the  butcher  business  he  handles  a 
full  line  of  groceries.  Mr.  Fairty  began  life  with 
very  little  money  and  not  many  more  clothes 
than  he  needed,  and  the  comfortable  home  and 
income  which  he  now  enjoys  have  been  acquired 
by  the  constant  exercise  of  his  business  ability 
and  good  judgment  in  the  management  of  his 
affairs.  For  many  years  he  was  a director  and 
the  vice-president  of  the  New  Canaan  National 
Bank.  He  has  gained  the  good-will  and  respect 
of  his  fellow'  citizens  by  his  thoroughly  honest 
methods  in  all  his  dealings,  and  is  looked  up  to 
as  a reliable,  trustworthy  man.  He  has  held 
several  minor  offices  in  his  town,  and  served  as 
selectman  for  nine  or  ten  years  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  concerned.  In  political  sentiment  he 
is  a Democrat,  but  in  voting  he  is  guided  by  his 
own  judgment  and  conscience,  never  sacrificing 
principle  for  the  sake  of  being  partisan. 

In  1854  Mr.  Fairty  was  married  at  Wiitonto 
Miss  Margaret  C.  Geddes,  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
Geddes,  and  they  have  had  two  children: 
Thomas  J.  and  Charles  H.  Thomas  married 
Carrie  Lockwood,  and  has  one  daughter— Flora 
L.  Charles  H.  married  Sophia  C.  Rover,  and 
they  have  four  children — Florence  May,  Charles 
Edwin,  Henrv  C.  and  Frederick.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  a comfortable  home  on  East 
avenue,  in  the  village  of  New  Canaan.  Thus  it 
may  be  seen  in  summing  up  the  life  work  of  this 
gentleman  that  penury  in  boyhood  does  not  al- 
ways prove  a hindrance  to  success.  His  ambi- 
tion from  a mere  lad  was  to  be  independent,  and 
that  he  has  attained  it  his  prosperity  stands  in 
evidence,  for  he  to-day  ranks  among  the  wealthy 
and  influential  men  of  Fairfield  county.  Through 
his  kindness  of  heart  some  losses  have  fallen  to 
him,  for  it  is  said  that  the  distressed  were  never 
turned  from  his  door  unaided.  His  life  has  been 
simple  and  blameless,  “his  word  his  bond,”  up- 
rightness and  honesty  his  religion. 


EORGE  H.  DAYTON.  Many  of  the  most 
' successful  business  men  of  New  York  have 
derived  their  vigor  of  mind  and  body  b°m  a 
youth  spent  amid  the  wholesome  surroundings 
of  country  life  in  this  section,  and  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  a native  of  the  town  of  Greenwich, 
is  among  the  number  who  have  demonstrated 
the  ability  of  the  “farmer  boys”  to  make  their 
way  in  the  world. 

The  Dayton  family  is  one  of  the  best  known 
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in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  its  members  being 
noted  for  the  qualities  that  constitute  good  citi- 
zenship. Our  subject  was  born  August  22,  1S42, 
on  a farm  at  Stamvich.  and  is  the  youngest  son 
and  child  of  David  Dayton.  Jr.,  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth  i Brushj.  of  whom  mention  is  made 
elsewhere.  A brother,  John  Dayton,  is  now  a 
prominent  resident  of  Greenwich.  As  the  son 
of  a busy  farmer,  our  subject  received  a thor- 
ough training  in  the  anctent  and  honorable  busi- 
ness of  agriculture,  his  attendance  at  school  be- 
ing often  interrupted  by  the  work  on  the  home- 
stead. With  the  exception  of  one  term  in  the 
Greenwich  Academy,  then  conducted  bv  Prof. 
Philander  Hutton,  his  opportunities  were  limited 
to  the  district  schools  of  Stanwich,  which  were 
greatly  inferior  to  those  of  the  present  time  in 
both  methods  and  equipment.  Among  hts  ear- 
lier teachers  was  Charles  Corse.  After  leaving 
school  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  work  of 
the  farm,  but  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war 
aroused  Ins  patriotic  spirit,  and.  mere  bov  as  he 
was.  he  enlisted  in  August.  1861.  as  a private  in 
Company  I.  10th  ( onn.  Vols.  He  was  soon 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  corporal,  and  he  did 
gallant  service  in  several  battles,  his  first  serious 
engagement  being  at  hoanoke  Island,  under 
Burnside  On  March  14.  1S62,  he  was  wounded 
at  Newbern,  N.  C , by  a bullet  which  lie- 
now  has  in  his  possession.  It  penetrated  his 
right  lung,  striking  a rib.  where  it  was  deflected, 
and  corning  out  near  the  spinal  column  lodged  in 
his  coat.  While  undergoing  treatment  in  the 
hospital  at  Newbern  he  was  taken  with  typhoid 
lever,  and  in  June.  1862.  lie  was  sent  home,  but 
later,  his  recovery  being  slow,  be  was  transferred 
to  a hospital  at  New  Haven.  While  he  was 
never  again  able  to  do  field  duty  he  found  an  op- 
portunity, before  the  war  closed,  to  make  him- 
self useful  in  the  quartermaster's  department  at 
New  York  City,  taking  charge  of  the  shipping  of 
supplies  from  the  ( anal  street  wharf,  on  the 
North  river.  When  the  war  ended  he  became 
connected  with  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com- 
pany, at  the  same  wharf,  and  after  twelve  years 
of  continuous  work  with  that  corporation  he  re- 
signed to  engage  in  the  insurance  business. 
Fiom  1875  to  *88?  he  was  associated  with  the 
Broadway  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Eagle 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  first  as  surveyor  and 
later  as  superintendent  of  agencies. 

In  1868  Mr.  Dayton  was  married,  in  New 
Vork  City,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Louise  Smith,  a na- 
tive of  the  metropolis,  and  two  children  have 
blessed  their  union:  Jennie  Louise  and  Ethel 

Frances.  Mr.  Dayton  made  his  home  in  New 


, York  and  Brooklyn  until  1885.  when  he  built  his 
present  comfortable  and  attractive  home  at  Belle 
I Haven.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  recognize  the 
I beauty  of  that  picturesque  locality,  and  the  little 
I village,  which  had  not  yet  received  a name,  has 
| grown  up  since  he  settled  there.  As  a citizen 
! Mr.  Dayton  is  highly  esteemed,  his  energy  and 
I ability,  as  shown  by  his  successful  business  ca- 
| reer.  winning  the  respect  which  is  invariably  ac- 
I corded  to  the  ••self-made  man."  Politically,  he 
has  always  been  a stanch  Republican,  and  while 
he  is  not  an  office  seeker  he  votes  regularly,  and 
is  at  all  tunes  keenly  interested  in  the  success  of 
I his  party.  He  and  his  wife  are  prominent  in  so- 
I cial  life,  and  are  both  active  members  of  the 
1 Congregational  Church  at  Greenwich.  While 
residing  in  Brooklyn  he  held  various  offices  in 
1 the  Church  there.  As  might  be  inferred  from 
1 his  military  record.  Mr.  Dayton  is  a member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.,  belonging  to  Lombard  Post  No. 

I 24.  at  Greenwich,  and  he  is  also  identified  with 
1 the  Indian  Harbor  Yacht  Club,  and  the  Green- 
1 wich  Casino  Association,  being  the  present 
treasurer  of  the  latter  organization. 


OSCAR  LEANDER  WILLIAMS.  "A  little 
farm,  well-tilled.''  makes  an  ideal  home  in 
the  opinion  of  most  men,  and.  where  thrift  and 
! industry  combine  to  make  the  most  of  its  re- 
\ sources,  as  comfortable  a competence  can  be 
gained  as  Irom  a larger  estate  upon  which  less 
business-like  methods  prevail.  Mr.  Williams  is 
: the  owner  of  thirty-five  acres  in  the  Pembroke 
1 District,  town  of  Danbury,  and  his  judicious 
1 management  has  made  the  place  a profitable  in- 
I vestment. 

Mr.  Williams  was  born  December  16,  1841, 

! in  the  town  of  Kent,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a son 
1 of  Harrison  Williams  and  grandson  of  Thomas 
and  Jane  (Merritt)  Williams.  His  father,  who 
was  born  February  14,  1814.  was  a fanner  by 
■ occupation,  and  resided  in  early  life  in  Putnam 
t county.  N.  Y.,  but  later  removed  to  New  Fair- 
field.  Conn.,  where  his  death  occurred  August 
. 26.  1S84.  He  married  Sarah  Sturdevant,  who 
was  born  May  16,  1814.  in  the  town  of  Kent. 
Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died  June  10,  1889,  at 
Farmers  Mills.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of 
lour  children:  Charles  E..  who  died  February  1 1, 
1881,  married  Miss  Jane  Barnum,  daughter  of 
David  and  Jane  (Gilbert)  Barnum.  and  by  this 
union  had  two  children.  Charles  and  David. 
Laura  F.  married  Eli  Mead,  of  Kent,  Putnam 
county,  and  has  six  children — William  S..  Mary 
E..  Ida  F.  and  Ira  E.  (twins),  and  Cassie  S.  and 
Charles  H.  (also  twins  . Merritt  J.  married  (first) 
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Miss  Olivia  Palmer,  daughter  of  Wright  Palmer, 
and  (second)  Miss  Maggie  Barrington;  he  had 
two  children  by  his  first  wife:  Fannie  O.,  who 

died  in  March,  1896,  at  the  age  of  eleven  years, 
and  Louisa. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  partly 
in  his  native  county,  his  parents  residing  lor  a 
time  in  the  town  of  Kent,  and  then  in  the  town 
of  Patterson.  When  he  was  about  four  years  of 
age  they  located  at  New  Fairfield,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  where  he  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  a private  school  conducted 
by  Levi  Treadwell,  now  president  of  the  Union 
Savings  Bank  of  Danbury.  The  work  of  the 
home  farm  occupied  Mr.  Williams’  spare  time 
until  he  was  twenty-one,  when  he  found  employ- 
ment in  a wagon  shop,  and  a year  later  he  began 
to  work  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed some  ten  years.  In  1874  he  married  his 
first  wile,  Miss  Melinda  Barrett,  a daughter  of 
Peter  and  Mary  (Sprague)  Barrett,  and  soon 
afterward  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  where 
he  has  since  been  engaged  .in  agricultural  pur-  1 
suits.  He  raises  general  crops,  but  for  many 
years  he  made  a specialty  of  tobacco  growing, 
while  at  another  time  he  was  interested  in  dairy 
work,  keeping  about  ten  cows.  His  farm  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  lands  of  Widow 
Rachel  Hull  and  Levi  Peck;  on  the  east  by  those 
of  Levi  Peck  and  Isaac  Haviland;  on  the  south 
by  the  Bradley  property,  and  on  the  West  by 
the  estates  of  John  Robinson  and  Leopold 
Jacobs.  , 

In  1888  his  first  wife  passed  to  the  unseen  j 
world  leaving  no  children,  and  in  1893  he  mar-  | 
ried  Miss  Annie  A.  Conklin,  a daughter  of  Joseph 
G.  and  Martha  E.  (Adams)  Conklin,  of  the  town 
of  Kent,  Putnam  county,  N.  Y.  Her  paternal 
grandfather  was  William  Conklin,  who  married 
Maria  Barrett,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Rachel 
(Tompkins')  Barrett.  On  her  mother’s  side  Mrs. 
Williams  is  a granddaughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
(Barrett)  Adams,  and  a great-granddaughter  of 
Asa  and  Elizabeth  (Hunt)  Adams.  Mr.  Williams 
and  his  wife  have  four  children:  Martha,  who 

died  in  childhood;  Martha  1..  Lillian  M.  and 
Oscar  H.,  who  ate  at  home.  The  family  attend 
the  Baptist  Church  at  Kent  Cliff,  of  which  Mrs. 
Williams  is  a member.  Politically.  Mr.  Williams 
is  a Republican,  but  he  has  never  been  especially 
active  in  party  work. 


JrOHN  J.  NORTHROP  is  one  of  the  success- 
! ful  business  men  of  Newtown,  and  is  identi- 
fied with  various  enterprises,  including  the 
Bee  Publishing  Company.  In  political  affairs  he 


is  prominent,  and  before  he  attained  his  majority 
his  fellow-citizens  began  electing  him  to  office— 
an  excellent  habit  which  is  still  continued. 

Mr.  Northrop  is  a descendant  of  Joseph 
Northrup,  a pioneer  settler  at  Milford,  Conn., 
and  was  born  November  9,  1862,  in  Newtown,  a 
son  of  William  N.  Northrop.  His  education  was 
obtained  mainly  at  the  Newtown  Academy,  where 
he  practically  completed  the  course,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  was  qualified  to  teach.  For 
one  year  he  had  charge  of  a school  in  the  Head 
of  the  Meadow  District,  but  he  afterward  devot- 
ed some  time  to  assisting  in  the  management  of 
the  homestead.  Being  an  ardent  Democrat, 
and  possessing  both  ability  and  inclination  for 
public  affairs,  he  soon  attracted  attention  among 
the  local  managers  of  the  party,  and  when  only 
nineteen  was  chosen  the  school  committee  for 
his  district.  In  1889  he  was  elected  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  education  for  Newtown,  a po- 
sition which  he  has  ever  since  held  by  three-year 
re-elections,  and  during  this  time  he  has  served 
continuously  as  secretary  of  that  body. 

He  remained  upon  the  farm  until  June,  1893, 
when  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Newtown 
by  Postmaster-General  Bissell,  under  the  admin- 
istration of  President  Cleveland.  This  office  he 
held  four  years.  At  the  time  of  the  organization 
of  the  Bee  Publishing  Company  Mr.  Northrop 
was  one  of  the  incorporators,  and  served  two 
years  as  secretary,  while  at  present  he  is  a stock- 
holder. 

Mr.  Northrop  is  popular  socially,  and  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Grange,  of  which  he  was 
secretary  in  1896,  and  is  now  lecturer;  is  also 
affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Honor,  having  some 
time  ago  joined  Lodge  No.  3720.  of  Newtown, 
now  consolidated  with  Lodge  No.  3159,  of  Bethel. 
He  belongs  to  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Newtown,  and  at  present  is  secretary  of  that  So- 
ciety. 

I - - - 

| 

ET.  DOOLITTLE.  The  Doolittle  family. 
/ which  has  long  been  prominent  in  this  sec- 
tion, is  of  English  origin,  and  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  a leading  businessman  of  Bridgeport, 

is  of  the  fifth  generation  in  descent  from  Abraham 
! Doolittle,  who  came  from  England  at  an  early 
j period  and  was  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  prior  to 

I 1642.  His  brother,  John,  who  accompanied  him 

| from  England,  left  no  children,  but  Abraham 
I had  one  son,  Daniel,  and  there  has  been  a Dame 

1 in  the  family  in  direct  line  to  the  fifth  generation- 

Daniel  Doolittle,  our  subject's  grandfather, 

1 was  born  in  Wallingford,  and  his  life  was  spent 
l upon  a farm  there.  He  married,  and  had  nine- 
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teen  children,  named  as  follows:  Giles.  Johnson, 

Sarah,  Daniel.  Michel.  Rebecca,  Nathan.  Abi- 
gal.  Khoda,  Isaac,  Polly,  John,  Stephen,  Lois, 
Elizabeth.  Abram,  Hannah,  Jacob  and  Ruth. 

|acob  Doolittle,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Wallingford  July  13.  1706.  and  became 
a farmer  in  North  Haven,  Conn.,  where  he  died 
June  22,  1850  His  wile,  Esther  Tuttle,  who 
died  August  2 1 . 1892.  at  the  advanced  ape  of 
ninety-three,  was  born  in  North  Haven,  February 
3.  1799.  a daughter  of  Samuel  Tuttle,  also  a 
native  of  that  town.  Of  the  four  children  of  this 
union,  the  eldest.  -George  \V.,  born  March  21, 
1825.  is  a farmer  in  North  Haven,  and  lor  some 
tune  was  engaged  in  business  as  a blacksmith 
and  tool-maker;  Willis  E.,  born  March  29.  1827, 
died  in  1829.  E.  T.,  our  subn  et,  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below;  and  Esther  E , born  February 
2 1 , 1834.  died  in  infancy. 

E.  T.  Doolittle  was  born  August  28.  1831,  in 
North  Haven,  and  was  reared  upon  the  old  (arm. 
his  education  being  secured  in  the  schools  of 
that  locality.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to 
New  Britain.  Conn.,  to  learn  the  lewelers  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  fifteen  years.  In  1862  he 
was  emploved  in  Sharp  s nlie  factory  in  Hart- 
ford, and  in  1865  he  took  a position  in  Pratt  & 
Whitneys  machine  shop.  In  1807  he  removed 
to  Bridgeport,  and  for  twelve  \«ars  was  in  the 
employ  of  Samuel  E.  Todd,  who  was  engaged  in 
the  cement,  pipe  and  sewer  business.  In  1879 
Mr.  Doolittle  purchased  the  busmens,  and  he  has 
since  conducted  it  alone,  occupying  first  a shop 
on  Gilbert  street,  thence  in  1S92  removing  to  his 
present  location.  Nos.  fo-  l 2- 1 4-  )(<  Cowles  street. 
East  end,  near  Stratford  a\ emu  He  owns  an 
extensive  business  as  a contractor  for  construct- 
ing sewers,  laving  drains,  digging  wells,  cement- 
ing floors  and  similar  work,  and  has  a large  trade 
in  ornamental  chimney  tops,  well  curbs,  and 
hydraulic  cement  pipes,  of  which  he  makes  a 
specialty. 

On  February  12,  1854,  Mr.  Doolittle  married 
Miss  Mary  E.  Hamlin.  a descendant  of  a pioneer 
family,  and  who  was  born  in  Farmington,  Conn., 
daughter  of  Daniel  D.  and  Julia  1 Mallory)  Ham- 
lin. well-known  residents  of  Middlebury,  Conn, 
h ive  children  have  blessed  this  union:  William 

E..  who  died  in  infancy;  Carlos  E.,  who  is  in 
business  with  his  father;  Juba  E.,  wile  of  William 
J.  Martin,  of  Bridgeport;  Walter  J.,  who  is  in- 
tetested  in  his  father’s  business;  and  Cora  A. 
The  family  is  prominent  socially,  and  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
our  subjects  ancestors  were  devout  members. 
Politically,  Mr.  Doolittle  is  an  Independent,  al- 
though he  has  usually  voted  the  Democratic  ticket 


in  the  past.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
, Masonic  Fraternity,  belonging  to  Corinthian 
1 Lodge  No.  104,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  to  Jerusalem 
I Chapter,  R.  A.  M. 


NICHOLAS  McKEON,  a well-known  citizen 
of  Bridgeport,  was  born  in  Derby,  Conn., 

I March  24.  1850,  and  is  of  Irish  descent  in  both 
paternal  and  maternal  lines.  Peter  McKeon,  his 
lather,  was  a native  of  County  Louth,  Ireland, 

1 and  came  to  Connecticut,  in  early  manhood  be- 
i mg  employed  for  some  time  in  the  construction 
1 of  the  New  York  and  New  Haven  railroad.  Later 
! he  started  the  first  grocery  and  liquor  store  es- 
I tablished  in  Derby,  and  while  making  a success 
| of  this  enterprise  he  also  carried  on  an  extensive 
I business  as  a contractor,  the  moving  of  houses 
I being  his  specialty.  He  died  at  Ansonia  in  Jan- 
1 uary,  1892.  His  wife.  Mary  (Coss).  who  died  in 
I 1867,  was  a native  of  Queens  County,  Ireland,  a 
I daughter  of  Nicholas  Coss,  who  came  to  America 
1 many  years  ago.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to 
| Mary  and  Peter  McKeon,  five  are  now  living,  our 
subject  being  the  eldest;  Catherine  married  P. 

| J.  Melvin,  of  Bethel,  this  county;  Peter  resides 
! in  Bridgeport;  Thomas,  who  is  engaged  in  rail- 
1 road  building  as  a section  boss,  is  in  the  West; 
and  Henry  is  seeking  his  fortune  in  the  Klondike 
region. 

Our  subject's  early  life  was  mainly  spent  in 
| Ansonia,  where  he  obtained  a common-school 
| education.  On  leaving  school  he  found  employ- 
I nient  in  H.  C.  Miles’  grocery  and  dry-goods  store 
| in  Ansonia  for  a year  and  a half,  and  for  the 
1 same  length  of  tune  was  in  W.  6c  L.  Hotchkiss’ 
j lumber  yard.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of 
| his  father  1 who  had  a contract  for  railroad  work), 

1 and  spent  one  year  near  Derby  driving  piles  for 
j a new  railroad.  For  thirteen  years  he  was  em- 
| ployed  as  train  hand  on  various  roads,  but  in 
' March,  1881,  he  settled  in  Bridgeport  and  en- 
i gaged  in  the  liquor  business  at  the  corner  of 
! Gieen  and  Walter  streets.  After  three  years  he 
; removed  to  No.  437  Water  street,  and  from  the 
1 first  he  has  enjoyed  an  extensive  and  profitable 
| trade. 

On  August  24,  1881,  Mr.  McKeon  married 
Miss  Anna  Lavey,  a native  of  Newtown,  a daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Lavey,  who  was  born  in  Ireland. 
Three  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Mary, 

Henry  C.  and  Frances  N.  The  lamily  is  con- 
| nected  with  the  Catholic  Church  at  Bridgeport, 
j and  Mr.  McKeon  is  affiliated  with  several  fra- 
| ternal  orders,  including  the  Order  of  Foresters  of 
1 America  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  In  pol- 
i itics  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 
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JrEREMIAH  C.  KLINEFELTER  is  a success- 
1 ful  business  man  of  Darien,  where  he  has 
built  up  a substantial  trade  in  ice,  the  enter- 
prise being  one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  that 
city.  He  was  born  March  3,  1839,  in  York 
county,  Penn.,  and  was  reared  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry by  his  father,  Abraham  Klinefelter,  who 
was  a farmer  and  tanner  by  occupation.  Abra- 
ham Klinefelter  was  a native  of  the  Keystone 
State,  and  for  many  years  was  regarded  as  a 
leading  citizen  of  York  county,  his  advice  being 
constantly  sought  on  political  affairs  in  his  local- 
ity. He  died  in  1872  ; his  widow,  Eliza  (Rhule), 
who  was  also  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  is  still 
living  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-nine,  and 
enjoys  excellent  health.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren: Julia,  widow  of  Charles  Sechrist;  Jere- 

miah C.,  our  subject;  Miss  Catherine;  Margaret, 
wife  of  William  Walmsley;  Susan,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Gilbert;  Joseph  K.  and  Daniel. 

Mr.  Klinefelter’s  educational  advantages  were 
not  of  the  best,  as  the  work  on  the  farm  and  in 
the  tannery  interfered  greatly  with  his  attend- 
ance at  the  local  schools,  but  he  made  good  use 
of  the  opportunities  that  fell  in  his  way.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  he  went  to  New  York  City,  and 
found  employment  on  the  86th  street  reservoir, 
where  he  worked  from  August,  1859,  to  April, 

1 860.  He  then  went  to  Lewisboro,  N.  Y.,  and 
remained  until  1862.  when  he  concluded  to  offer 
his  services  to  the  Government  in  response  to  the 
call  for  nine-months  men  in  the  army.  He  en- 
listed at  Ridgefield,  this  county,  in  Company  G, 
23rd  Connecticut  Volunteer  Inlantry,  and  served 
a full  year  before  receiving  his  discharge.  The 
next  few'  years  he  spent  in  Lew’isboro,  N.Y.,  but 
in  1868  he  removed  to  Stamford,  this  county, 
and  engaged  in  business,  remaining  about  four 
vears,  and  for  the  six  years  following  he  devoted 
his  attention  to  farming  in  the  town  of  Darien. 
He  then  engaged  in  contracting;  four  years  later 
he  purchased  his  present  estate,  and  began  in  a 
small  way  in  the  ice  business.  At  first  he  had 
but  one  ice  w'agon,  but  as  trade  increased  he  has 
enlarged  his  facilities  until  he  now  employs  ten 
men  all  the  year  round,  and  during  the  busy  sea- 
son has  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  men  at  work. 
He  keeps  two  delivery  wagons  on  the  road  all 
the  time,  and  twelve  or  thirteen  wagons  are  re- 
quired during  a part  of  the  year.  He  is  an 
alert,  "wide-awake”  businessman,  and  his  pros- 
perity may  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  he  does 
not  allow  opportunities  to  go  by  default. 

In  November,  1869,  Mr.  Klinefelter  married 
Anna  Minerva  Rusco  Hartson.  of  Fairfield  county, 
and  they  have  had  two  daughters:  Kathryn,  and 
Fiorina,  wife  of  Dr.  O.  G.  Palmer,  V.  S.,  of  Stam- 


ford. Mr.  Klinefelter  is  not  a member  of  any 
Church,  although  he  gives  generously  to  the  sup- 
port of  all  denominations,  but  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ters belong  to  the  Baptist  Church  at  Stamford. 
He  is  identified  with  various  fraternal  orders,  in- 
cluding the  K.  of  P. ; the  Order  of  American  Me- 
chanics: the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees;  the  Royal 
Arcanum;  the  New  England  Order  of  Protection; 
and  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  in  which  he  has  attained  the 
Encampment  and  Uniform  degrees.  He  cher- 
ishes an  abiding  faith  in  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  except  for  five  years  of  serv- 
ice as  a selectman  in  his  town,  he  has  never 
entered  the  political  arena. 


IrSAAC  H.  BAKER,  one  of  Stamford's  most 
_J  highly  esteemed  citizens,  is  a man  whose 
quiet  and  unassuming  disposition  makes  him  dis- 
inclined to  seek  public  notice,  but  during  his 
residence  in  that  city,  he  has  won  many  friends 
by  his  excellent  qualities  of  character. 

Mr.  Baker  comes  of  a good  old  Pilgrim  or 
Peregrine  family,  his  ancestors  having  settled  in 
New  Jersey  several  generations  ago.  Hisgrand- 
father,  James  Baker,  was  born  at  Salem,  N.  J.. 
and  throughout  his  life  resided  in  that  vicinity 
following  farming  as  an  occupation,  his  death 
occurring  there  in  1862,  when  he  had  reached 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years.  The 
grandmother  died  comparatively  young.  The 
late  John  F.  Baker,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  at  Salem,  January  16,  1816,  and  continued 
to  reside  there  until  his  death  on  February  4. 
1895.  In  early  life  he  followed  the  occupation 
of  waterman,  being  captain  of  a vessel,  but  later 
he  engaged  in  agriculture.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sarah  Maull,  died  in  1886,  and 
of  their  five  children  only  two  are  now  living, 
viz.:  Isaac  H.  (our  subject);  and  Samuel  M.,  a 
resident  of  Camden,  New  Jersey. 

Our  subject's  birth  occurred  June  27,  1848' 
at  the  old  home  in  Salem,  N.  J.,  and  hereceived 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  attained 
his  majority,  when  he  engaged  in  the  steamboat 
business  on  the  Delaware  river.  Later  he  spent 
a few  years  in  the  West,  and  on  his  return  he 
began  the  study  of  the  science  of  steam  and  me- 
chanical engineering.  After  one  year  of  prepara- 
tory work  he  was  employed  as  an  engineer  at 
Wilmington,  Del.,  and  in  October,  1884.  he 
1 came  to  Stamford  to  take  the  position  ol 
I engineer  with  the  Yale  & Towne  Manufact- 
uring Company',  which  he  filled  acceptably 
for  eight  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  retiring 
Mr.  Baker  now  devotes  his  time  to  looking  after 
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ins  real  estate,  owning  considerable  property  in 
and  about  Stamford.  He  has  never  taken  an 
active  part  in  politics,  but  socially  he  is  identi- 
fied with  various  iraternal  Orders,  including  the 
1 O.  0.  I'..  Washington  Lodge  No.  21.  and  the 
F.  \ A.  M..  Excelsior  Lodge  No  54.  both  at 
Salem,  N.  J.  He  was  also  a charter  member  of 
the  Stationary  Engineers  Association,  of  Wil-  i 
imngton.  Del.,  being  twice  president  and  twice  . 
their  delegate — first  in  New  York,  where  the 
National  Association  of  Engineers  was  first  in-  1 
stituted  in  October.  1882.  and  again  in  Chicago, 
on  October  5,  1 8 k 3 , when  he  became  a member 
of  the  National  Association  of  Stationary  Engin- 
eer? 

On  July  18.  1888.  Mr.  Baker  was  married  in 
Stamford  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Brown,  daughter  of 
Phmp  H.  Brown,  and  sister  of  Mortimer  S. 
Brown,  well-known  residents  of  Stamford.  She 
was  one  of  the  leading  workers  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Stamford  lor  thirty-four  years, 
and  is  highly  respected  for  her  ability  and  worth. 
Of  late  years  she  has  been  identified  with  the 
Presin  terian  Church.  No  children  have  been 
horn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker.  Their  home  ts 
located  at  the  corner  of  Richmond  Hill  and 
Greenwich  avenue 


WILLIAM  E.  STREET,  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  Darien,  is  engaged  m business  in 
New  York,  and  by  his  daily  trips  to  and  from  the 
metropolis  manages  to  combine  in  a satisfactory 
manner  the  advantages  of  city  and  country  life. 

Mr.  Street  is  a native  ol  this  county,  having 
been  born  at  Norwalk,  in  December.  1S40.  and 
is  connected  with  several  of  the  oldest  families 
of  the  county.  The  late  Chauncey  Street,  our 
subject's  father,  was  also  born  in  Norwalk,  and 
became  by  occupation  a ship-builder,  while  for  a 
time  he  carried  on  a milling  business  in  addition 
to  his  other  interests.  In  disposition  he  was 
quiet  and  unassuming,  but  he  was  held  in  high 
esteem  among  his  associates.  He  died  in  1886,  i 
and  h:s  wife,  Eliza  Hoyt,  who  was  born  in  1 
Darien,  is  still  living,  at  the  ad\anced  age  of  | 
eighty-one  years.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  1 
three  children,  the  others  being  Mrs.  Fleet  and 
Miss  Ella  M.  Street,  both  residents  of  Norwalk.  | 
Mr.  Street  obtained  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lie  srhoois  of  Norwalk,  and  on  leaving  the  high 
school,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  went  to  New 
^ °rk  City  to  engage  in  business.  For  some  I 
.'ears  he  resided  there,  but  for  about  twenty-  1 
eight  years  he  has  made  his  home  in  Darien,  ] 
"here  he  owns  a handsome  and  commodious  1 
residence.  In  October,  iS6S,  he  married  Miss  i 


Frances  A.  Watkins,  daughter  of  William  A. 
Watkins,  of  New  York.  Six  children  blessed 
this  union:  Frederick  D.  (who  is  now  in  busi- 

ness in  New  York  City).  Elsie  G.,  Grace  E.  and 
Clifford  W..  living;  and  Editha  and  Archer  E., 
boih  deceased,  the  latter  of  whom  died  when  a 
young  man  just  entering  Yale  College.  Mr.  Street 
and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of  St.  Luke  s 
Episcopal  Church  at  Darien,  in  which  he  has 
held  offices  as  warden  and  vestryman  for  a quar- 
ter of  a century.  The  family  is  prominent  so- 
cially. and  Mr.  Street  is  a member  of  several 
clubs  in  the  metropolis.  Politically,  he  inclines 
toward  the  Democratic  faith,  but  he  is  not  a 
1 radical  partisan. 

GEORGE  H.  SOULE  is  a member  of  the 
firm  ol  Lounsbury  & Soule,  of  Stamford, 
Fairfield  Co..  Conn.,  who  do  a good  business  in 
1 the  manulactute  of  ladies'  and  children's  shoes. 

' His  parents.  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Mary  A. 
(Gilbert)  Soule,  were  both  natives  of  Waterville. 
Maine,  where  the  father  was  a prominent  con- 
tractor and  builder.  They  had  a family  of  nine 
children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.; 
' Charles  S , in  Chicago;  William  G.,  in  Portland. 

1 Maine;  Horatio  M..  in  Waterville.  Maine;  and 
1 George  H..  whose  name  introduces  this  article. 

1 George  H.  Soule  was  born  July  19,  1S46,  at 
' Waterville,  Maine,  where  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated. receiving  the  advantages  afforded  bv  the 
| neighboring  public  schools  and  academy.  At 
! the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  went  to  Worcester, 

I Mass.,  to  take  a position  in  a railroad  office 
1 there,  where  he  was  employed  for  five  years. 

I He  then  became  interested  in  the  shoe  manufact- 
i uring  and  jobbing  business  in  Worcester,  with 
| Smyth  Bros.,  rommuing  there  until  1873,  from 
which  time  until  1880  he  traveled  for  different 
shoe  firms,  including  the  firm  of  Cook  & Louns- 
bury, shoe  manufacturers  of  Long  Ridge,  in  the 
town  of  Stamford,  FairfieldCo.,  Conn.  Intheyear 
last  mentioned  he  became  connected  exclusively 
with  this  house,  and  in  1 884,  Mr.  Cook  retiring,  the 
firm  became  Lounsbury  & Soule.  In  1885  they 
established  their  factory  at  their  present  location 
in  Stamford,  where  they  carry  on  operations, 
giving  steady  employment  to  one  hundred  hands. 
During  his  residence  in  Stamford,  Mr.  Soule  has 
shown  himself  a worthy  citizen  of  this  thriving, 
enterprising  community,  and  has  taken  con- 
siderable interest  in  the  life  of  the  place  outside 
of  his  immediate  business  associations.  He  is 
president  of  the  Stamford  Branch  of  the  Con- 
necticut Co-operative  Savings'Society,  a position 
for  which  he  is  admirably  fitted,  and  has  served 
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as  a member  of  the  town  school  board  continu- 
ously for  the  past  eight  years. 

In  1868  Mr.  Soule  was  married  at  Worcester, 
Mass.,  to  Ellen  Smyth,  daughter  of  Robert  L. 
Smyth,  and  three  children  have  blessed  the 
■union — Mabel  Winter,  Eva  Linnett  and  George 
H.,  Jr.  The  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Arthur 
D.  Call,  a superintendent  of  schools  in  Massachu- 
setts. 


MrORTlMER  S BROWN,  a prosperous  con- 
j tractor  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 
is  one  of  her  native-born  citizens,  and  is  a son  of 
Philip  H.  Brown,  who  lived  in  that  city  for  about 
fifty  years. 

Philip  H.  Brown  was  born  in  England  in 
1810,  and  was  reared  in  his  native  country, 
which  he  left  when  about  seventeen  years  old, 
■coming  to  the  United  States,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  a mason  by 
trade,  and  in  time  took  up  contract  work,  putting 
up  many  substantial  business  buildings  and  resi- 
dences in  Stamford — the  town  hall,  the  First 
National  bank,  the  Fessenden  block  and  the 
Ouintard  block  being  erected  under  his  direction. 
He  became  a prominent  man  in  other  circles  as 
•well,  was  active  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  adopted 
town,  of  which  he  served  as  burgess  and  select- 
man, and  was  a deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  being  one  of  its  most  faithful  members 
and  zealous  workers.  In  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Betts,  and  their  family 
consisted  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Julia 

Emma,  the  eldest,  is  deceased;  Amanda  M.  is 
the  wife  of  W.  H.  Thomas,  of  New  York  City; 
Sarah  A.  married  Isaac  H.  Baker,  of  Stamford; 
Eliza  C.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  H.  Noble,  of  Wash- 
ington. D.  C. ; Philip  H.  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  William  T.  is  a mason  builder  of  Stam- 
ford. Mortimer  S.  is  spoken  of  below;  A.  Lin- 
coln is  deceased.  Mr.  Brown  passed  away  in 
1S91.  Mrs.  Brown  surviving  until  1894.  Socially, 
he  belonged  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ; in  political  be- 
lief he  was  a Republican. 

Mortimer  S.  Brown  was  born  February  21, 
1856.  and  during  his  early  years  was  given  a good 
practical  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Stam- 
ford. When  twenty  years  old  he  went  to  New 
York  City,  where  he  found  a position  as  clerk  in 
the  establishment  of  Lord  & Taylor,  in  whose 
emplov  he  remained  one  year,  after  which  he 
went  west,  spending  a year  and  a half  in  Kansas. 
On  his  return  east  he  began  work  with  his  father, 
learning  the  mason’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
as  a iourneyman  eight  years,  and  he  has  since 
handled  contract  work,  doing  a profitable  busi- 


ness and  making  a good  reputation  as  a reliable 
workman,  who  does  his  best  to  give  satisfaction 
to  all  his  patrons.  Among  other  products  of  bis 
skill  we  mention  the  Bell  block,  the  opera  bouse, 
the  Florence  block,  and  many  private  residences 
in  Belle  Haven,  Greenwich  township,  and  the 
new  power  house  for  the  electric  light  plant  at 
Waterside. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married,  in  Stamford,  Conn., 
to  Miss  Delia  Webb,  daughter  of  William  Webb, 
of  Stamford,  and  they  have  had  five  children — 
Will ia m , Marion,  Hattie,  Mortimer  S.,  Jr.,  and 
Gertrude.  The  family  have  a pleasant  home  at 
No.  91  Summer  street,  in  Stamford.  Mr.  Brown 
gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party. 


C'H ARLES  M.  PINCKNEY.  In  1812,  when 
J)  it  became  necessary  for  the  young  American 
Republic  to  force,  by  means  of  arms,  the 
recognition  of  her  rights  on  the  seas,  and  to 
defend  her  citizens  against  the  encroachment  of 
Great  Britain,  there  went  from  Putnam  county, 
N.  Y.,  one  Stephen  Pinckney,  to  take  his  part  in 
the  storm  of  battle.  History  records  the  bravery 
of  this  man,  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  war  we  find  him — General  Pinckney. 
His  wife  was  a Miss  Hill,  and  among  their  family 
of  sons  and  daughters  was  William  Pinckney. 
William  Pinckney  was  born  in  the  town  of  Car- 
mel, Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood, following  the  occupation  of  a farmer  all 
his  life.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Farrington,  and 
by  this  union  became  the  father  of  four  children: 
Antha  Jane  (deceased);  Franklin,  of  Brookfield, 
Lafayette,  of  Mahopac  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  Charles 
M.,  mentioned  below.  William  Pinckney  was 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his  town,  and,  always 
a Democrat  in  politics,  served  his  townsmen  in 
various  offices,  such  as  constable  and  collector, 
in  public  life  proving  himself  a faithful  official, 
and  in  private  life  a courteous  and  honorable 
gentleman. 

Charles  M.  Pinckney  was  born  July  24,  1851. 
and  passed  his  early  days  at  the  family  home  in 
Putnam  county,  N.  Y.  His  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  district  schools  of  Mahopac  Falls 
and  Bedford,  and  in  the  latter  place  he  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade,  being  apprenticed  to  his 
uncle,  and  later  to  a Mr.  Watson,  a wheelwright 
at  Croton  Falls,  N.  Y.  After  learning  his  trade, 

he  was  for  a short  time  in  the  employ  of  a Mr 
Hall  at  Brewsters,  but  soon  returned  to  Mahopac 
Falls  and  opened  up  a shop  for  himself.  He 
then  worked  in  a number  of  places — Lake  Ma- 
hopac, one  year;  Peekskill,  eight  years,  and 
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Shrub  Oak.  three  years;  at  the  last  named  place, 
however,  he  engaged  in  the  catriape  business. 
His  health  fatlinp  at  this  more  confining  work, 
he  apam  resumed  his  trade,  later  coming  to 
Brookfield  h\  r some  time  he  worked  (or  Fos- 
ter Bros.,  of  Banbury,  but  in  1893  he  opened 
the  shop  in  Brookfield  where  he  has  since  con- 
tinued. 

Mr.  Pinckney  has  been  twice  married,  the  , 
first  time,  in  J'eekskill.  to  Miss  Ella  Walters.  ; 
who  died  in  February.  188;,  For  his  second  1 
wife  he  chose  Mi*s  Fstella  Bailey,  daughter  of 
Keuben  and  Harriet  E.  (Peckl  Bailey,  of  Brook- 
field. To  this  union  ha\ e come  three  interesting  ' 
and  attractive  children:  Lillian,  Robert  and  1 
Frances. 

Mr.  Pinckney  is  quite  a musician,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  leader  of  the  16th  Battalion  ( 
Band  at  Peekskill.  also  of  the  band  at  Lake  Ma-  1 
hopac.  He  has  been  very  successful  as  a teacher 
of  both  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  in  his  | 
pleasant  home,  presided  over  by  its  gracious 
mistress,  there  are  many  social  gatherings  where  1 
"music  crowns  the  hour  " In  politics  Mr. 
Pinckney  has  cast  his  ballot  ever  in  support  of  the  ; 
Republican  party,  but.  outside  of  his  valuable  ! 
services  as  grand  juror,  has  never  sought  office. 
The  entire  family  attend  t he  divine  service  at  St.  1 
Paul's  Episcopal  Church.  j 

Reuben  Bailey,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Charles  M.  j 
Pinckney,  is  a native  of  the  town  of  Southeast,  j 
Putnam  county.  N.  V..  where  fie  was  born  July 
24.  1822.  the  second  in  the  family  of  nine  chil-  1 
dren  born  to  John  and  Sophia  (Cowan)  Hailey,  i 
the  former  ol  whom  was  born  and  reared  in  the  | 
same  town,  where  fie  passed  his  life  as  a farmer 
and  stone  mason.  The  other  eight  children  in  ; 
this  family  were:  Calistia.  Anson  Warren. 

Maria.  Jane.  John.  Asher,  Sarah  and  Charley.  1 
Reuben  B.  Bailey  parsed  (ns  boyhood  days  at  his 
birthplace,  fail  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  1 
left  the  old  home  to  seek  his  livelihood  elsewhere,  j 
and  accordingly  came  to  Brookfield,  Conn., 
where  two  years  later  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Harriet  L.  Peck,  daughter  of  Michael 
and  Polly  Peck  Nine  children  came  to  brighten 
their  home,  of  whom  the  following  is  the  record: 
Emily  Frances  married  Frank  Pinckney,  and  had 
nine  children  — Charles,  William.  Ida,  Hattie. 
Susie.  George.  Florence.  John  and  Ada  K.  (2) 
Harriet.  (3  John  died  in  infancy.  (4;  Es- 
tella  (Mrs.  Charles  M.  Ptnckneyi.  (S'!  Keuben 
Starr.  (6)  George  W and  ( 7 ) Georgiana  both  died 
in  infancy.  (8>  Eli  Henry  (deceased).  (9  Ada 
married  Andrew  Bradley,  of  New  Milford.  Conn 
Mr.  Bailey  (armed  for  several  years,  and  then 
engaged  in  comb  making.  In  politics  he  was  a 


Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  he  was  an 
1 Episcopalian.  Mrs.  Bailey  was  called  to  her 
long  rest  March  to,  1892,  and  on  November  13, 
1893.  Mr.  Bailey,  too.  was  translated  to  that 
sphere  in  which  is  found  perfect  peace. 


M LFRED  AVISOS,  the  well-known  hustling 
JVTl  marketman.ol  No.  t 58  Main  street,  Norwalk, 
is  a native  of  Connecticut,  born  May  1,  1859.  in 
Winnipauk,  Fairfield  county. 

Thomas  H.  Avison,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  England,  emigrating  to  the  United 
States  when  a young  man,  and  for  a time  worked 
in  a factory  at  Philadelphia.  About  the  year 
1857  he  came  to  Norwalk,  and  became  foreman  in 
Lounsburv  & Bissell  Company's  factory  at  Winni- 
pauk. in  which  capacity  he  remained  some  nine- 
teen years.  After  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Becrolt,  who  was  a native  of  England,  they  lived 
for  some  time  near  Philadelphia,  where  the  eld- 
est of  their  hve children  was  born,  the  birthplace 
of  the  others  being  at  Winnipauk.  A brief 
record  of  the  family  is  as  follows:  Thomas  is  a 

hatter  in  Philadelphia;  Alfred  is  our  subject; 
Charles  died  in  Winnipauk.  August  2 1,  1863. 
William  is  a butcher,  also  in  Philadelphia, 
Gladys  married  Arthur  Hubbs,  of  Cold  Springs, 
N.  Y. . and  died  October  14,  1896.  The  parents 
of  this  family  passed  away,  the  father  on  March 
5,  1879,  and  the  mother  on  July  >6,1890.  They 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  Mr.  Avison  held  office  in  the  Sons 
of  Temperance  Society;  in  politics  he  was  a Re- 
publican. 

Alfred  Avison.  the  subject  proper  of  this  re- 
view. received  a liberal  education  at  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  village,  after  which,  his 
father  having  bought  out  a meat  market  there, 
Alfred  conducted  same  for  two  years,  doing  a 
leading  business.  He  was  then  in  the  employ  of 
G.  & S.  H.  Holmes,  wholesale  grocers,  Norwalk, 
some  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  fall  of 
1883.  he  embarked  in  the  butchering  business  for 
his  own  account  in  Winnipauk.  but  at  the  close 
of  a year  he  once  more  moved  to  Norwalk,  and 
opened  a business  on  Centre  avenue,  finally,  in 
1 September.  18S9,  coming  to  No.  158  Main 
street,  having  built  his  present  commodious 
market  and  pleasant  residence  in  that  year.  He 
has  a really  fine  market,  equipped  with  all  mod- 
ern appliances  and  fixtures,  including  steam-heat 
for  winter,  a system  of  fans  for  summer,  etc., 
and  he  is  meeting  with  well-merited  success. 

On  July  19.  1882.  Alfred  Avison  was  married 
i to  Miss  Ardella  Daniels,  who  was  born  in  New 
York  State,  a daughter  of  G.  D.  Daniels,  a 
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shoemaker  by  trade,  and  a member  of  one  of  | 
the  old  families  of  Westchester  county.  Two  I 
children  have  blessed  this  union:  George  A.,  | 

born  May  6,  1885,  and  Lelia  M.,  born  Septem-  I 
ber  27,  1892.  Mrs.  Avison  is  a member  of  the  I 
Methodist  Church,  Mr.  Avison  of  the  Congre-  I 
gational.  Socially,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  1 
Royal  Arcanum,  and  served  as  warden;  is  a ' 
member  of  the  Norwalk  Club,  the  Knob  Out- 
ing Club,  the  Norwalk  Fire  Police  Company,  and 
the  Norwalk  Chess  Club  (of  which  latter  he  was 
elected  treasurer  in  December,  1897,  and  re- 
elected in  December,  1898).  In  October,  1898, 
he  was  elected  councilman  of  the  city  of  Nor- 
walk, polling  the  highest  vote  of  anyone  in  the 
city  except  one  man.  Politically,  he  is  a Repub- 
lican. Mr.  Avison  is  one  of  the  bright,  young, 
progressive  men  of  the  county,  and  has  secured 
his  success  simply  by  hard  work,  close  applica-  j 
tion  to  business,  at  all  times  keeping  the  best  of  I 
stock,  and  judiciously  catering  to  the  require- 
ments of  his  many  customers. 


COL.  LESLIE  SMITH.  This  gallant  soldier, 
_ whose  record  covers  forty  years  of  honora- 
able  service  in  the  United  States  army,  is  now  a 
resident  of  South  Norwalk,  where  he  has  chosen 
an  ideally  beautiful  home  in  which  to  pass  the 
quiet  afternoon  of  his  life. 

Situated  upon  a hill  overlooking  the  city,  the 
residence  commands  a most  charming  view,  includ- 
ing as  it  does  the  wide-stretching  waters  of  the 
Sound  with  the  coast  line  of  Long  Island  in  the 
distance.  Since  locating  at  South  Norwalk  the 
Colonel  has  identified  himself  with  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  community,  and  is  regarded  as  a 
decided  acquisition  to  the  forces  that  tend  to  ad- 
vancement in  educational,  philanthropical  and 
religious  work,  while  in  social  life  he  and  his  ac- 
complished wife  are  recognized  as  leaders.  They 
are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
the  Colonel  has  held  the  office  of  vestryman  ever 
since  his  removal  to  the  city,  and  for  some  years 
past  he  has  been  treasurer  of  the  parish.  He  is 
also  the  treasurer  of  the  village  Improvement 
Society,  and  a director  of  the  South  Norwalk 
Library,  for  which  he  has  done  much  active 
work,  serving  as  cashier  for  four  years.  Among 
the  social  organizations  in  which  he  is  enrolled, 
we  may  mention  the  New  York  branch  of  the 
Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States,  army  officers 
only  being  eligible  to  membership,  and  for  some 
time  he  was  an  official  in  the  Gentlemen’s  Club 
of  South  Norwalk.  Although  he  is  not  desirous 
of  prominence  in  the  world  of  business,  his  sound 
judgment  makes  him  a valued  adviser  in  finan- 


cial affairs,  and  at  present  he  is  treasurer  and 
commissioner  of  the  Electric  Light  Company  of 
South  Norwalk.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  he  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  his  fellow-townsmen  being  fully 
satisfied  with  his  able  discharge  of  duty  in  that 
office. 

Colonel  Smith  was  born  May  15,  1827,  in 
County  Antrim.  Ireland,  a son  of  Leslie  and 
Fannie  Harbison  Smith,  who  were  both  natives 
of  the  Emerald  Isle.  In  1840  his  parents  went 
to  Canada  to  settle  upon  a farm,  and  there  they 
died  during  the  Civil  war  in  this  country.  There 
were  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  and  of  this 
family  six  are  now  living,  our  subject  being  the 
youngest  but  one.  William  is  a farmer  in  Cana- 
da; Margaret  (Mrs.  Cameron)  and  Catherine 
(Mrs.  McCann)  married  farmers  in  Canada,  and 
are  now  widows;  Fannie  is  the  widow  of  a Mr. 
Conners,  of  Chicago;  and  Eliza  married  a Mr. 
Donahue,  of  Iowa,  who  is  living  in  retirement. 
The  first  thirteen  years  of  our  subject’s  life  were 
| spent  in  his  native  land,  where  he  attended 
1 school  for  a time.'  In  1 840  he  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic. and  for  nine  years  was  employed  as  a clerk 
in  various  places  in  Canada.  In  1849  he  en- 
tered the  United  States  army  as  a private,  being 
enrolled  at  Philadelphia  July  27  of  that  year,  and 
then  transferred  to  the  principal  recruiting  depot 
at  Governor’s  Island,  New  York  Harbor.  The 
following  account  is  mainly  taken  from  a work 
entitled  “Records  of  Living  Officers  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  Army,”  published  before  the  Colonels 
retirement  from  the  service.  In  August,  1849, 
he  was  detailed  as  a clerk  at  that  depot,  and  in 
September  he  received  a promotion  to  the  rank  of 
corporal.  In  July,  1850,  he  was  made  chief 
clerk  of  the  depot,  and  continued  to  perform  the 
duties  of  that  office  until  July,  1854,  having  been 
promoted  in  the  meantime,  in  July,  1851,  to  the 
rank  of  sergeant.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term 
in  July,  1854.  he  was  discharged,  but  soon  after- 
I ward  he  was  appointed  paymaster’s  clerk  by  Ma- 
| jor  R.  H.  Chilton,  paymaster  in  the  United  States 
i army,  and  this  position  he  held  until  1861,  most 
i of  the  time  being  spent  in  Texas. 

On  April  29,  1861,  he  resigned  to  enter  upon 
active  service  in  the  army,  and  on  the  following 
I day  he  was  commissioned  as  second  lieutenant 
I of  the  First  Regiment  United  States  Infantry 
I He  reported  for  duty  May  10,  1 861 . at  Washing* 
1 ton.  and  was  assigned  to  service  in  the  commis- 
i sary  department,  his  work  being  the  receiving 
1 and  issuing  of  subsistence  stores  to  the  large  bod- 
I ies  of  soldiers  concentrated  at  the  capital.  This 
| position  he  filled  until  October,  1863,  accounting 
I in  that  time  for  more  than  twenty-one  million 
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dollars  worth  of  poods,  and  his  books  were  closed 
six  months  later  without  one  error  — not  even 
one  cent  being  lost  to  the  United  States  under 
his  management.  He  was  appointed  first  lieu- 
tenant Julv  28.  I Shi.  then  as  captain  on  April  6, 
1862,  and  on  October  31.  1S63.  he  reported  lor 
duty  with  his  regiment  at  New  Orleans.  From 
November  22.  1863.  until  February  29.  1864. 
he  was  provost  marshal  of  Alpiers.  La.,  and  he 
t Sven  remained  with  his  repiment  until  April  2(<, 
1S04.  when  he  was  ordered  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  Department  of  the  South  as  omimi-sary 
of  musters  He  reported  for  this  duty  at  Hilton 
Head.  S.  C..  May  26.  1804.  and  remained  on 
this  assignment  until  September.  1866,  the  last 
vear  bemp  spent  at  Charleston.  S.  C..  where 
he  performed  the  duties  of  mustermp  oflu  er  in 
addition  to  those  of  commissary  of  musters  On 
May  13.  1 86c.  he  was  appointed  mamr.  bv 

brevet.  ••  lor  faithful  and  meritorious  services 
dunnp  the  war.'  and  after  beinp  relieved  from 
his  post  m the  commissary  department  he  went 
to  Jackson  barracks.  New  Orleans,  where  he  was 
enpaped  from  January,  1807.  until  September  of 
tfie  Same  vear  in  try  mp  charpes  ap.onst  citnens. 
N\  hile  he  was  stationed  there,  yellow  lever  car- 
ried oft  one-fourth  of  the  command  in  two 
months,  and  he  did  not  entirely  escape  the  epi- 
demic. but  lortunatelv  recovered.  His  regiment 
was  transferred  to  the  Department  of  t He  Lakes, 
arrivmp  at  Fort  Wayne,  Detroit,  Mich.,  April  5, 
i860  From  May  13.  of  that  year,  until  |une 
22,  1874.  lie  was  in  command  of  Fort  Mackinac. 
Mich.,  and  on  the  transfer  of  his  repiment  to  Da- 
kota, he  was  in  command  of  Fort  Kice  during 
July  and  Aupust.  1874.  From  September  of  the 
same  year  until  December,  1877.  he  was  stationed 
with  his  repiment  at  F'ort  Sully,  Dakota,  except 
for  a five-months’  leave  of  absence  in  1870, 
which  he  spent  in  Luropc 

In  the  fall  of  1876  he  was  in  command  of 
four  companies  in  the  field,  disarmmp  the  Sioux 
Indians,  and  dunnp  his  stay  at  Fort  Sully  he  was 
in  command  of  the  post  from  May.  1877.  to  No- 
vember of  that  year.  In  the  follovvinp  winter  a 
march  was  made  from  that  point  to  Stundmp 
Rock.  Dakota,  and  as  they  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  caupht  in  the  blizzard  of  January  3.  1S78.  two 
men  were  frozen  to  death,  while  all  suffered  more 
or  less  from  host  On  finally  arrivmp  at  Stand- 
ing Rock  our  subject  remained  until  May,  187?, 
when  he  was  transferred  with  his  command  to 
Rear  Butte,  in  the  Black  Hills,  to  spend  three 
months,  from  June  22  to  September  20.  He 
was  then  stationed  at  Fort  Mead,  Dakota,  until 
the  completion  of  the  post,  a part  of  the  time 
being  spent  with  his  company  as  escort  for  an 
66 


S81 


enpmeerinp  force  which  was  sent  out  to  survey 
1 the  Cheyenne  river.  The  repiment  was  next 
ordered  to  service  in  Texas,  and  on  May  13, 
1880.  our  subject  left  Fort  Mead  with  his  four 
companies,  which  he  returned  to  the  regimental 
commander  at  Fort  Randall,  Dakota,  on  May 
22.  1880  On  May  21.  1880.  he  was  promoted 
to  the  post  of  major  of  the  Second  United  States 
Infantry,  and  granted  four  months’  leave  of 
absence  However,  he  remained  in  command  of 
lour  companies  of  the  First  Infan  ry  during  the 
‘ trip  from  Fort  Randall  to  Yankton,  Dakota,  and 
remained  with  the  repiment  until  its  arrival  at 
St  Joseph.  Mo.,  on  June  1,  1880.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  his  leave  of  absence,  on  October  6, 

1 1880.  he  reported  for  duty  to  the  commanding 
, general  of  the  Department  of  the  Columbia. 
Vancouver  Barracks.  \V.  T.,  and  was  assigned 
to  duty  at  headquarters  as  chief  commissary  of 
subsistence.  On  November  l 5 he  was  relieved, 
and  from  December  l 3,  1880,  to  September  30. 
1882.  he  was  in. command  of  Fort  Spokane.  He 
was  then  transferred  to  the  command  of  Fort 
Lapwai.  Idaho,  where  he  remained  until  October 
24.  1884.  and  after  breaking  up  this  post  he  was 
ordered  to  Fort  Klamath,  Oregon.  In  1 8 S 5 he 
received  another  well-merited  promotion,  being 
appointed  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Twentieth 
United  States  Infantry,  and  he  commanded  Fort 
McGinnis.  Mont.,  for  three  years,  retiring  with 
1 this  rank  in  1 889. 

In  1863  Colonel  Smith  married  Miss  Louise 
Allen,  daughter  of  H.  A.  Allen,  a prominent 
i resilient  of  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.,  and  a member  of  a 
family  which  is  well  known  in  the  Eastern  States. 


JOHN  EVERETT  KEELER.  In  glancing 
over  the  history  of  Fairfield  county,  we  find, 
on  the  pages  relating  to  the  town  of  Ridge- 
field. that  the  name  of  Keeler  is  of  so  frequent 
occurrence,  that  the  prominence  of  the  family 
cannot  be  doubted.  On  Aupust  20.  1672,  Ralph 
Keeler,  according  to  the  Fairfield  Probate  Rec- 
ord. made  his  will,  which  was  probated  the  fol- 
lowing November.  In  this  will  bequests  were 
made  to  John.  Ralph  and  Samuel  Keeler,  and 
also  to  Elizabeth  and  Rebecca.  Samuel,  the 
son  of  Ralph,  became  one  of  the  original  twenty- 
five  proprietors  of  Ridgefield,  holding  the  grant 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  town.  He  married  and 
became  the  father  of  Samuel  (2),  Joseph  and 
■ Jonah  and  Timothy. 

Timothy  Keeler  made  his  will  August  30. 
1748.  and  it  was  proved  September  22,  1748. 
He  had  three  sons — Timothy  (2).  Benjamin  and 
Jeremiah — and  the  property  was  equally  divided, 
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one-third  to  each  with  the  exception  of  the  por-  I 
tion  reserved  for  his  wife.  Jeremiah,  the  young-  j 
est  son,  succeeded  to  the  home  property,  and  in 
1750  built  the  house  ever  since  occupied  by  the 
descendants  of  the  family.  He  married  Hannah 
Seymour,  and  by  her  had  the  following  children: 
Jeremiah  (2),  Thaddeus,  and  Hannah  (Mrs.  Trues- 
dell).  In  his  will  Jeremiah  Keeler  bequeathed  to 
his  wife  my  negro  wench  named  Ellen  ”,  and 
to  Jeremiah  (2)  the  land  at  Flat  Rock,  as  a birth- 
right. 

Jeremiah  Keeler  (2)  married  Sarah  St.  John, 
and'  they  became  the  parents  of:  Benjamin, 

born  March  2,  1792;  Samuel,  who  went  to  Jack- 
sonville, Fiorida;  Sarah,  who  married  Smith 
Scott,  of  Stamford;  and  Esther.  The  will  of  | 
Jeremiah  Keeler  (2),  probated  August  29.  1837, 
gives  the  following  legacies:  $too  to  his  son  I 

Benjamin;  to  his  daughter  Sarah  $500  in  value  I 
of  his  real  estate;  tohis  daughter  Esther  $300  in  I 
value  of  his  real  estate,  and  the  residue  to  go 
to  his  sons  Benjamin  and  Samuel  in  equal  por- 
tions. i 

Alter  the  death  of  his  mother,  Sarah  (St. 
John)  Keeler,  Benjamin  Keeler  succeeded  to  the 
estate.  He  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade,  and 
was  also  connected  with  a pottery  at  Hunting-  i 
ton,  L.  1..  but  later  became  a fanner.  In  1819  1 
he  married  Sarah  Slessor,  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 13,  I/99-  and  their  union  was  blessed  vvith 
three  sons:  William  Edgar,  born  September  15. 
j S 20.  died  September  9,  1836;  Samuel  S. ; and 
John  S.,  born  August  3,  1829,  mention  of  whom 
is  made  el-ewheie.  Benjamin  Keeler  died  Au- 
gust 23.  18O4.  and  his  wife  passed  away  May  5, 
J873. 

Samuel  S.  Keeler  was  born  February  8.  1826, 
and  at  the  age  of  four  years  was  brought  to 
Stamford,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
lilt.  His  ed  ucation  was  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  town,  and  on  leaving  school  he 
learned  the  trade  of  saddler  and  harness  maker, 
which  he  afterward  followed.  He  married  Mary 
Jane  June,  a native  of  Stamford  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  the  following  children:  John 
Everett:  and  Edith  Egerton,  born  January  22, 
1859.  died  February  27,  1896. 

John  Everett  Keeler  was  born  at  Stamford, 
Conn..  February  26,  1856,  and  received  his 

preliminary  education  in  the  schools  of  that 
town.  In  1877  he  graduated  from  the  classical 
course  at  Yale  College,  and  then  began  the 
study  of  law  under  the  able  direction  of  Galvin 
G.  Child.  Esq.,  of  Stamford.  In  1879  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Fairfield  Bar.  One  rear  after 
his  admission  to  the  Bar,  he  was  made  borough 
attornev,  which  office  he  has  held  for  two  years, 


and  from  1883  to  1887  he  was  judge  of  the  bor- 
ough court. 

On  October  14,  1885,  Mr.  Keeler  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Harriet  Alice  Horne,  a daughter  of- 
William  and  Harriet  J.  (Dodge)  Horne,  of  Mor- 
ristown, N.  J..  and  they  have  two  children: 
Ralph  and  Margery. 


7R  LLEE  COLE,  one  of  the  self-made  men, 
whose  lives  present  many  lessons  worthy  of 
emulation,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  January  16,  1850,  a son  of 
Sherman  and  Susan  (Hurlbutt)  Cole,  a sketch  of 
whose  lives  will  be  found  in  connection  with  that 
of  Ira  Cole  elsewhere. 

When  Allee  Cole  was  four  years  of  age  his 
parents  moved  from  Wilton  to  Norwalk,  and 
here  our  subject  grew  to  manhood,  attending  the 
district  schools  until  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years, 
when  he  entered  the  grocery  store  of  Stephen  G. 
Seymour,  as  clerk.  He  remained  for  six  months, 
and  then  entered  the  shirt  factory  of  Morison  fc 
Hoyt,  as  office  bov.  and  here  in  this  same  factory, 
by  dint  of  industry  and  perseverance,  he  now 
holds  the  position  of  superintendent.  Thirty- 
one  years  in  one  establishment  is  a good  record, 
and  speaks  well  for  the  confidence  in  which  heis 
held  by  his  employer.  He  is  a man  of  sound 
judgment,  and  possessed  of  an  ability  to  oversee 
the  work,  and  at  the  same  time  retain  the  respect 
of  the  men  under  him 

On  July  10,  1883,  Mr.  Cole  married  Miss 
I Elizabeth  E.  Martin,  a daughter  ol  William  B 
and  Elizabeth  E.  (Ripley)  Marlin,  of  Vermont 
The  Ripley  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Mont- 
pelier, Vermont,  and  they  are  of  English  extrac- 
tion. Elizabeth  E.  (Ripley)  Martin  was  the 
daughter  of  Svlvanus  Ripley.  The  Martin  fam- 
ily is  of  English  extraction. 

In  politics  Mr.  Cole  is  strictly  an  Inde- 
pendent, voting  for  the  men  and  measures  that 
in  his  judgment  will  produce  good  and  lasting  re- 
sults. He  is  a man  much  interested  in  religious 

i matters,  and  contributes  liberally  to  the  CHurchee 

regardless  of  denomination.  His  charities  art 
many,  but  he  is  one  of  those  who  boast  but  link 
of  his  good  deeds.  Fraternally,  he  belong?  !fc 
Our  Brothers  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows. 

OSCAR  PECK,  a successful  fanner  and  well- 
-known  citizen  of  Peck’s  Land,  Greenwich 
township,  was  born  March  1,  1847.  on  the  farm 
which  he  now  owns  and  occupies — the  old  homt- 
stead  of  his  father,  William  Peck.  He  belong? 
to  the  Peck  fatnilv  for  whom  Peck's  Land  "5? 
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named,  that  family  hemp  very  numerous  there  in  : 
an  early  day.  They  no  doubt  removed  there  . 
from  what  was  then  called  Old  Greenwich,  and  j 
the  first  of  whom  we  have  any  authentic  record 
as  locating  in  Heck’s  Land  was  Theophiius  Heck, 
the  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject.  He 
had  six  sons.  Israel.  Isaac,  Abram,  benjamin,  , 
Theophiius  and  Samuel— all  of  whom  settled  in  1 
that  vicinity  with  the  exception  of  Abram,  who  1 
removed  to  the  Hudson  river  CM  these.  Hen-  ; 
jarmn  was  the  preat-prandfather  of  our  subject,  l 
The  prundfathcr,  Elias  Heck,  was  a very  success- 
ful farmer  and  well-to-do  amen  of  Clapboard  i 
Ridrt.  and  owned  one  of  the  first  /if  not  the 
first ) fi  ur-w  heeled  carriapes  in  the  town  of  Green-  i 
wich.  it  bemp  manufactured  at  Kidpefield.  ( on- 
ntctirni  1 

William  Heck,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  ■ 
on  Claj'bi  ard  Ridge,  November  6.  i Sc ><>.  and  i 
was  one  of  a iarpe  family  of  children  When  a , 
younp  man  he  learned  the  shoemakers  trade, 
which  he  followed  quite  extensively,  manufactur-  ' 
nip  shoes  in  Oteenwich  for  the  New  York  trade  , 
and  employing  a number  of  hands  He  had  en-  l 
tire  supervision  of  the  work,  and  was  familiar  I 
with  t lie  business  in  every  detail.  The  business  i 
prospered  until  the  advent  of  machine-made  i 
shoes,  when  fie  abandoned  it  and  removed  to  a i 
farm  in  Heck's  Land,  which  fie  had  purchased  I 
some  time  previously,  and  where  he  spent  his  re-  I 
niainmp  days  On  January  2.  1838.  tie  married  1 
Miss  C aroline  Sherwood,  who  was  born  April  26.  I 
18)3.  near  Kiv ersville.  Her  father,  Benjamin 
Sherwood,  lived  to  be  eighty-eight  years  of  ape. 
and  he  bad  two  sisters  who  reached  the  advanced 
ape  of  ninety-five.  The  children  born  to  Will-  i 
nun  and  Caroline  (Sherwood)  Heck  were  as  fol-  , 
lows:  Julia  A.,  born  October  15.  l8;y.  married  ' 
Jared  Heck  and  died  December  11.  1873;  Elias  j 
S..  born  February  6.  1842.  was  a member  of  1 
Company  I,  Tenth  Connecticut  Volunteer  In-  I 
fantry,  durinp  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  enpaped 
in  the  hardware,  tin  and  plumbing  business  in 
Greenwich;  Harriet  E.,  born  July  20.  1844.  is 
now  Mrs.  H.  La  Forge,  of  Greenwich;  Oscar  is  I 
the  next  of  the  family;  John  W..  born  October  1 
28.  1849.  died  in  infancy;  Mary  C.,  born  Sep- 
tember 12,  1851.  lives  in  Greenwich;  and  Albert  1 
M.,  born  September  19.  1853.  is  a tinsmith,  of  j 
that  place.  The  father  died  March  3.  1885,  | 
and  the  mother  departed  this  life  November  28,  : 
i8o>  He  was  first  a Whig,  later  a Republican,  1 
but  took  no  active  part  in  politics  aside  from  j 
votmg.  He  was  a prominent  member  of  the  j 
Congiegational  Church  of  Greenwich,  for  a long  : 
time  was  a member  of  the  choir,  also  of  the  1 
Church  Society.  At  one  time  he  was  captain  of  I 


a militia  company  formed  at  Greenwich.  He 
was  widely  known,  and  stood  high  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  fellow  citizens. 

In  the  Heck’s  Land  school,  with  Miss  Bemis 
as  teacher.  Oscar  Heck  began  his  literary  educa- 
tion; subsequently  he  attended  the  Greenwich 
public  schools  and  the  academy  at  North  Green- 
wich. At  the  ape  of  eighteen  years  he  entered  a 
carriage  factory  at  Kiversville  to  learn  the  trade, 
and  remained  there  as  a trusted  employe  for 
twenty-five  years.  He  operated  drilling  ma- 
chines. at  first  receiving  only  seventy-five  cents 
per  day.  but  as  he  became  more  proficient  his 
wages  were  gradually  raised,  and  he  was  able  to 
save  a part  of  his  earnings. 

In  December.  1888.  Mr.  Peck  married  Miss 
Eva  R.  Husted.  a native  of  Greenwich  township, 
and  a daughter  of  Nathan  L.  and  Carrie  (Brun- 
dage)  Husted.  They  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and  when  the  place  was 
sold  he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs. 
He  now  owns  the  old  homestead  of  sixty-two 
acres,  besides  twenty- four  acres  in  the  Clapboard 
Ridge  District.  He  continued  to  work  at  the 
Riversville  carriage  works  until  July,  1892.  since 
which  time  he  has  devoted  his  energies  exclu- 
sively to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  been  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortune,  and  the  success 
that  has  crowned  his  labors  is  due  entirely  to  his 
own  well-directed  efforts.  He  is  a member  and 
past  master  of  Acacia  Lodge  No.  85,  F.  & A. 
M.,  at  Greenwich,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold 
membership  in  the  Second  Congregational  Church 
at  that  place,  while,  politically,  he  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party. 


Tt  MOS  EDGAR  BRUSH,  a leading  resident 
of  Cos  Cob.  Greenwich  township,  is  an 
enterprising  business  man.  and  for  sixteen  years 
has  held  a position  with  Tiffany  & Co.,  of  New’ 
York  City.  His  long  service  with  that  well- 
known  firm  is  in  itself  a sufficient  evidence  of 
ability  and  worth,  and  his  success  has  added  one 
more  to  the  lengthy  list  of  “Fairfield  County 
boys." 

Mr.  Brush  was  born  July  12,  1854,  at  Cos 
Cob,  in  a house  that  stands  near  the  site  of  his 
present  dwelling,  and  he  is  connected  with  some 
of  our  most  prominent  families.  On  the  paternal 
side  he  is  a great-great-grandson  of  Edward 
Brush,  who  came  to  Greenwich  lrom  Long 
Island  about  1700.  Amos  Mead  Brush,  our  sub- 
ject's father  (of  whom  further  mention  is  made 
elsewherej,  married  Miss  Sarah  Purdy  Mead, 
and  had  five  sons,  our  subject  being  the  third 
child  and  the  first  who  lived  to  adult  age.  On 
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the  maternal  side  he  is  of  the  ninth  generation 
from  John  Mead,  the  noted  pioneer,  who  settled 
in  Greenwich  in  1642.  Amos  Mead,  our  sub- 
ject’s great-great-grandfather,  was  the  seventh 
son  of  Ebenezer  Mead  (2),  and  a brother  of  Capt. 
Abram  Mead,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  who  fought  | 
at  the  battle  of  White  Plains.  Mr.  Brush  takes 
justifiable  pride  in  his  ancestry,  and  has  many 
interesting  and  valuable  relics  of  the  early  times, 
including  some  cherished  pieces  of  furniture 
formerly  owned  by  them.  Nor  does  his  interest 
cease  with  articles  embodying  ancestral  associa- 
tions, as  he  has  many  other  curios,  among  them 
being  a mahogany  table  once  owned  by  Gen. 
Israel  Putnam. 

Mr.  Brush  began  his  education  in  a private 
school  at  Cos  Cob,  with  a Miss  Kercheskie  as  his 
first  teacher,  and  later  at  the  district  school  with 
Miss  Riggs,  then  under  Frank  Shepard  in  the 
academy  at  Greenwich.  His  unvarying  courtesy 
wins  him  many  friends,  whose  esteem  is 
strengthened  by  further  acquaintance,  and  he 
and  his  family  are  prominent  in  the  best  social 
circles.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Gongrega- 
tionalist,  and  for  many  years  he  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Church  at  Greenwich,  his  gilts  as  a 
musician  having  been  utilized  in  the  post  of 
organist,  which  he  held  for  ten  years.  Politically, 
he  is  a Democrat,  but  does  not  aspire  to  official 
honors. 

Mr.  Brush's  residence,  at  his  father’s  old 
homestead,  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  Cos 
Cob,  and  it  is  brightened  by  two  children:  An- 

drew Luke,  born  May  12,  1885.  and  Katharine 
Woodman,  born  July  18,  1896.  Mrs.  Brush, 
who  was  formerly  Miss  Elizabeth  Luke,  is  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Woodman)  Luke, 
of  Cos  Cob.  Her  mother's  ancestors  were  among 
the  most  prominent  pioneers  of  Newburgport, 
and  her  maternal  grandmother,  Katharine  Nor- 
ton Woodman,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety- 
five  years,  was  second  in  the  class,  the  first  being 
kissed  by  General  Washington.  She  died  a few 
years  ago  at  Cedar  Cliff,  Cos  Cob,  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Brush. 


W-  ].  DARRAH.oneof  the  self-made,  well- 
to-do  farmers  and  land  owners  of  Green- 
wich? Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  is  a native  of  that 
township,  born  March  17,  1855.  near  the  village 
of  Greenwich. 

]ohn  W.  Darrah,  his  father,  was  born  Febru- 
ary 12.  1831.  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  whence 
when  a young  man  he  came  to  the  United 
States.  He  located  in  Connecticut,  and  in 

1850  was  married  at  Greenwich,  by  Rev.  Mr. 


Yarrington,  to  Jane  Henderson,  who  had  come  to 
America  a short  time  before  from  her  home  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  where  she  was  born  September 
to,  1826.  They  took  up  their  residence  in  the 
vicinity  of  Greenwich,  and  Mr.  Darrah’s  mother, 
who  had  followed  him  to  the  United  States, 
made  her  home  with  them  until  her  decease. 
Five  children  came  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Danrah,  as 
follows:  Mary  A.,  born  October  10,  1851,  who 
is  married  to  Isaac  Shriver,  of  South  Norwalk, 
Conn. ; Elizabeth  J.,  born  June  11,  1853.  widow 
of  John  Kuroski,  of  Greenwich;  W.  J.;  Margaret, 
born  January  18,  1857,  who  died  February  1 J, 
1873;  and  Sarah  L.,  born  June  16,  1858,  widow 
of  Edwin  Banks,  of  Greenwich.  The  father  died 
November  19,  1858,  of  pneumonia,  the  mother 
following  him  to  the  grave  on  September  10, 
1866,  and  their  remains  lie  in  the  Union  cemetery 
at  Greenwich.  They  were  Episcopalians  in  re- 
ligious faith. 

Mrs.  Darrah  succeeded,  by  dint  of  much  in- 
dustry, in  keeping  her  family  together  after  her 
husband’s  death,  and  she  deserved  to  be  highly 
praised  lor  her  efforts,  as  the  children  were  all 
too  young  to  help,  and  Mr.  Darrah,  beingalabor- 
ing man,  had  had  no  opportunity  of  accumulat- 
ing anything  in  the  way  of  property.  When 
she  passed  away  the  family  was  scattered,  and 
W.  J.,  then  in  his  eleventh  year,  went  to  live 
with  Humphiey  Denton,  a prosperous  farmer 
living  in  East  street,  in  the  district  known  as 
North  Cos  Cob,  this  gentleman  becoming  his 
guardian.  For  a time  he  attended  the  North 
Cos  Cob  district  school,  where  Miss  Nellie 
Roberts  was  one  of  his  first  teachers,  and  later 
he  was  one  of  Prof.  Shepard’s  pupils  in  the 
Greenwich  Academy.  Under  such  a competent 
instructor  as  Mr.  Denton  he  was  thoroughly 
initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  agricultural  success, 
and  after  reaching  his  majority  worked  for  him 
for  wages,  living  with  the  family,  who  always  made 
him  a member  of  the  household.  By  his  steady, 
industrious  habits  he  won  the  confidence  and 
good  will  of  his  guardian  and  employe,  and  in 
time,  as  Mr.  Denton’s  advancing  age  com- 
pelled him  to  give  up  active  work,  became  the 
owner  of  the  place,  where  he  has  continued  to 
make  his  home.  On  December  18,  189°' 
wedded  Miss  Bertha  H.  Denton,  who  was  born 
on  her  father’s  farm  in  Greenwich,  October  6, 
1855.  and  they  have  one  child,  Humphrey  D.. 
born  September  5,  1893.  Mr.  Darrah,  besides 
t.  managing  his  agricultural  work,  has  acted  as 
I agent  for  farm  implements  and  fertilizers,  there- 
by adding  materially  to  his  already  comfortable 
competence.  As  an  example  of  perseverance  his 
life  must  certainly  encourage  any  young  man 
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about  to  start  out  without  financial  assistance, 
lor  he  has  pained  a snug  property,  a pleasant 
home  and  an  enviable  position  in  life  solely  J 
through  his  own  efforts.  At  the  same  time  he  ! 
has  not  allowed  ambition  to  overrule  honor,  and 
his  reputation  is  of  thebeM.  Mr.  Darrah  takes 
no  active  interest  in  public  or  political  matters 
beyond  casting  his  vote,  with  which  he  supports 
the  Republican  party.  lie  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Humphrey  Denton  was  born  in  Greenwich. 
October  to.  1821.  and  was  fourteen  years  of  ape 
when  his  father.  Jabez  Denton,  died,  leaving  a 
family  of  seven  children,  viz.:  Humphrey.  Julia 
A.,  Elizabeth.  Emily.  Samuel.  Hannah  and 
Mary,  the  last  named  being  the  only  survivor. 
Humphrey  was  supported  by  his  parents  until  he 
was  ten,  alter  which  he  started  out  in  hfeto  help 
support  the  family,  doing  (arm  work.  He  fol- 
lowed farming  all  his  days  When  twenty-four 
years  of  ape  he  was  married  to  Ruth  M.  Peck, 
and  his  last  dollar  went  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  that  event.  They  reared  a family  of  four 
children,  namely:  Sarah  L . who  married  James 
Shea  and  died  in  Brooklyn;  Anna  M..  unmarried, 
who  makes  her  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darrah; 
Lillian  J. . who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven 
years;  and  Bertha  H.  (Mrs.  Darrah)  Mrs.  Ruth 
Denton  died  Januarv  0,  i <v 5 7 . and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  Greenwich  Union  cemetery,  and  Mr. 
Denton,  for  his  second  wile,  married  Catherine 
Kelley,  who  survives  him.  He  died  January  13. 
1896,  and  is  buried  in  the  Union  cemetery  of 
Greenwich. 

Mr.  Denton  was  an  unusually  large  man. 
standing  six  feet  in  his  stockings,  and  weighing 
in  his  prime  286  pounds  His  health  was  ex- 
cellent, and  he  was  an  indefatigable  worker,  as 
may  be  judged  from  the  property  he  accumu- 
lated and  the  prosperity  that  crowned  his  labors. 
Commencing  life  without  a penny  ahead,  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  on  which  he  made  his  home 
ever  after,  improved  it.  rebuilt  the  dwelling  and 
put  up  all  the  other  buildings,  in  short  con-  > 
verting  it  into  a model  farm  pioperty.  He  was 
respected  as  a most  worthy  man.  and  stood  1 
second  to  none  among  his  neighbors  and  fellow 
citizens  for  integrity  and  honor  in  all  his  deal- 
ings. Politically,  he  was  a Republican,  and  in 
religious  connection  fie  was  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 

I 

JESSUP  BROTHERS  are  dealers  in  wood, 
sand,  gravel,  grove  trees  and  shrubbery,  also 
conduct  a be  arding  stable  and  are  general 
contractors  and  jobbers,  of  Riverside,  Fairfield  . 


county.  This  well-knowm  and  reliable  firm  is 
composed  of  Daniel  G.,  Charles  E.  and  Stephen 
\V.  Jessup,  who  are  prosperous  and  wide-awake 
business  men,  and  have  succeeded  in  building  up 
a large  and  profitable  trade. 

Their  father,  Edward  P.  Jessup,  was  born 
May  11,  1S27,  at  Mianus.  Fairfield  county,  a son 
of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Purdy)  Jessup.  The 
1 grandfather  was  at  one  time  a boatman  running 
, out  of  Mianus.  and  also  conducted  a grocery 
1 store  there.  In  his  family  were  five  children,  as 
I follows:  Charles,  Stephen.  Edward,  Peter  and 

; Mary,  all  of  whom  reached  years  of  maturity  with 
, the  exception  of  Peter,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years. 

The  district  schools  of  his  native  county  af- 
forded Edward  P.  Jessup  his  educational  advan- 
tages When  quite  young  he  went  to  New  York 
City  and  secured  a position  as  clerk  in  the  cloth- 
ing store  of  a Mr.  Gillespie,  remaining  in  that 
1 city  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  when  he  returned 
to  Fairfield  county.  On  January  14,  1849,  he 
married  Miss  Antoinette  Quintard,  who  was  bom 
November  29.  1828,  on  the  same  farm  which  she 
now  owns  and  resides  upon  Her  parents  were 
Robert  and  Sarah  (Peck)  Quintard  The  father 
was  born  January  15,  1799.  in  Stamford  town- 
ship. Fairfield  county,  of  French  extract  ion,  and 
belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  that  lo- 
cality. while  the  mother  was  born  near  Bedford. 

1 N.  V.,  March  1,  179;.  Jn  their  family  were 
three  children,  namely:  Seth  \Y.,  Deborah  P. 

1 and  Antoinette. 

Alter  his  marriage  Mr.  Jessup  located  on  the 
old  homestead  belonging  to  his  wife,  but  during 
, the  early  part  of  his  married  life  he  was  employed 
1 in  New  York  in  the  clothing  trade,  being  for  fif- 
1 teen  years  with  D.  Devlin  & Co.,  on  the  corner 
I of  Broadway  and  Warren  street,  and  also  on  the 
1 corner  of  Broadway  and  Grand  street.  His 
brother  Stephen  was  a member  of  the  firm.  On 
giving  up  that  business  he  spent  his  entire  time 
with  his  family  in  Fairfield  county.  His  death 
occurred  October  16.  1895.  after  a few  days’ ill- 
ness. and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Sound  Beach 
(emetery.  He  was  a stanch  Democrat,  but  no 
politician  in  the  sense  of  office  seeking,  and  he 
had  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him. 

Edward  P.  Jessup  and  wfife  became  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children:  Mary  G.,  born  October 

2S.  1850.  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Harris,  of 
Stamford;  Sarah  E.,  born  October  t,  1853,  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  years;  Daniel  G..  born  May 
2.  1855;  Antoinette,  born  April  5,  1863.  died 
when  only  twenty-two  months  old;  Stephen  W. , 
born  May  21,  1865;  Charles  E.,  born  October 
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28,  1867;  and  Antoinette  M.,  born  November  21,  gaped  in  that  business  for  several  years,  finally 
1 873.  selling  the  vessel  and  dividing  their  grounds.  Our 

Mrs.  Jessup  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  subject  then  formed  a partnership  with  William 
Church  at  Greenwich,  and  is  a most  estimable  Whaley  in  the  same  business,  and  built  the  sloop 
lady.  She  is  a thorough  business  woman,  and  *•  Libby  M.,’’ which  they  sold  on  the  dissolution 
was  a highly  valuable  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  of  the  firm,  at  the  same  time  dividing  the 
That  her  sons  have  become  steady  and  reliable  grounds.  Subsequently  Mr.  Palmer  and  his 
business  men,  and  that  the  family's  social  stand-  brother,  Andrew,  together  carried  on  the  oyster 
ing  is  of  the  best,  is  much  the  result  of  her  in-  business,  owning  the  " Mary  Belle,”  and  although 
fiuence  and  efforts.'  The  sons  are  all  single,  and  they  still  own  the  grounds  together,  our  subject 
it  would  be  difficult  to  find  in  Greenwich  town-  has  purchased  his  brother's  interest  in  the  sloop, 
ship  any  more  progressive,  honorable  or  energet-  A man  of  strict  integrity,  good  business  ability 
ic  business  men  than  they.  In  addition  to  the  i and  sound  judgment,  he  has  prospered  in  his  un- 
business already  mentioned,  Charles  E.  conducts  | dertaking,  and  besides  his  own  comfortable  home 
a dairy.  ! he  owns  the  Isle  De  Koss  at  Sound  Beach,  and 

! three  houses  which  he  rents,  besides  another 

| dwelling  at  Sound  Beach. 

MflLLARD  K.  PALMER  is  a leading  repre-  In  September,  1882,  Mr.  Palmer  was  united 
__  sentative  of  the  business  interests  of  Sound  in  marriage  with  Miss  Kate  L.  Kane,  a native  of 
Beach,  Fairfield  county,  where  he  is  extensively  New  York,  and  a daughter  of  Edward  and  Jane 
engaged  in  the  oyster  trade.  Of  excellent  busi-  (Nolan)  Kane,  both  now  deceased,  the  latter  dy- 
ness  ability  and  broad  resources,  he  has  attained  ing  when  Mrs.  Palmer  was  but  a child.  By  this 
a prominent  place  among  the  substantial  citizens  1 union  there  are  three  children:  Millard  K.,  Jr., 

of  this  part  of  the  county,  and  is  recognized  as  a born  October  16,  18S4;  Helen  L.,  born  Novem- 
leader  in  public  affairs.  He  has  won  success  by  ber  10,  1886;  and  Walter  B.,  born  January  2, 
his  well-directed,  energetic  efforts,  and  the  pros-  j 1890. 

perity  that  has  come  to  him  is  certainly  well  de-  Although  a stanch  Republican  in  politics,  Mr. 
served.  j Palmer  cares  nothing  for  the  honors  or  emolu- 

A native  of  Sound  Beach,  Mr.  Palmer  was  1 ments  of  public  office.  Socially,  he  belongs  to 
born  November  29.  1852.  and  is  a son  of  Isaac  I the  Senior  Order  United  American  Mechanics  at 
B.  and  Armenia  (Jones)  Palmer.  He  attended  ! Stamford.  He  and  his  wife  are  devout  Chris- 
the  public  schools  at  that  place,  one  of  his  first  I tians  and  leading  members  of  the  Pilgrim  Con- 
teachers  being  Miss  Kate  Quintard;  but  his  edu-  gregational  Church,  in  the  work  of  which  they 
cation  was  often  interrupted  by  work.  During  take  an  active  and  prominent  part.  They  are 
early  life  he  spent  much  of  his  time  at  home,  and  also  numbered  among  the  best  and  most  highly 
was  engaged  in  clam  digging.  At  the  age  of  1 respected  citizens  of  Sound  Beach, 
seventeen  years  he  went  to  Stamford,  where  he  , 

was  employed  as  general  utility  man  by  John  C.  , ~ 

Moffat,  who  was  living  retired,  and  he  received  j TirTHLLIAM  H.  GILBERT,  senior  partner  of 

$50  for  the  first  year  and  $75  for  the  second.  Vlr  the  firm  of  Gilbert  & Lockwood,  butch- 
While  there  he  attended  a night  school  known  as  j ers,  is  numbered  among  the  well-known  business 
St.  John’s  Guild, and  also  pursued  his  studies  under  1 men  of  New  Canaan,  and  though  his  residence 
the  direction  of  Prof.  Scipio  Stevens  for  a time,  in  this  place  has  been  a comparatively  brief  one 
Having  by  hard  work  made  a little  extra  money,  he  is  considered  one  of  its  substantial  citizens, 
he  was  able  to  save  $1 1 5 out  of  his  two  years'  He  was  born  April  6,  1852,  at  Two  Taverns, 
wages.  A few  months  after  his  return  home  he  Penn.,  son  of  Jonathan  Gilbert,  who  was  the 
accepted  the  position  of  night  watchman  at  the  | only  son  of  Philip  Gilbert, 
railroad  engine  house  in  Stamford,  and  later  was  Philip  Gilbert  was  born  at  London,  Penn., 
emploved  as  fireman  on  the  New  York,  New  Ha-  I and  died  when-  a voung  man,  being  killed  by  a 
ven  & Hartford  railroad  for  thirteen  months.  He  | horse.  He  wedded  a Miss  Little,  and  by  her 
liked  this  business  but  it  did  not  agree  with  bis  | had  four  children:  Angeline,  Sarah,  Jonathan 

health,  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  it  up.  I and  Ida.  Jonathan  Gilbert  spent  his  early  life 

Having  saved  some  money,  Mr.  Palmerde-  1 on  a farm  in  Adams  county,  Penn.,  being  bound 
cided  to  embark  in  business  on  his  own  account,  i out  to  tbe  owner,  Jacob  Diehl.  Upon  reaching 
and  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Joseph  G.,  I his  majority  he  commenced  to  learn  the  black- 
became  interested  in  the  oyster  trade.  They  1 smith’s  trade  at  Gettysburg,  Penn.,  and  after 
purchased  the  sloop  "Louise,’  and  together  en-  I finishing  his  apprenticeship  went  into  business 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


887 


lor  h i ri; self . having  his  shop  at  Two  Taverns,  successful,  and  constantly  increasing  business, 
Perm.,  on  the  Pittsburg  and  Baltimore  turnpike.  their  methods  in  dealing  with  all  customers  hav- 

There  he  remained  until  1S60.  in  that  year  re-  ing  proved  them  worthy  of  the  patronage  they 

moving  to  Mt.  Joy.  Penn  , where  he  carried  on  i receive. 

farming  as  well  as  blacksmithing  until  his  death  Mr.  Gilbert  was  united  in  marriage  at  New 

in  1804  By  h:s  industry  and  perseverance  he  Canaan,  to  Miss  Sue  L.  Klinefelter,  daughter  of 
was  maided  to  support  his  famiiy  very  comfort-  Abram  Klinefelter,  of  Shrewsbury.  York  Co., 
ably,  and  tie  was  a man  respected  by  all  his  Penn.,  and  one  son,  Hugh  F..  has  come  to  bless 
neighbors  and  business  associates.  At  TwoTav-  this  union.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Gilbert  is  a me  ni- 
tres tie  served  as  postmaster.  In  religious  con-  ' ber  of  Harmony  Lodge  No.  67.  F.  & A.  M.,  at 
nectu  n he  was  a devout  adherent  of  the  Method-  1 New  Canaan  (having  been  formerly  connected 
isi  l.p  scopal  denomination,  and  was  an  active  ■ with  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge  No.  J43,  at  Shrewsbury, 
worker  in  his  Church.  He  was  married  at  (.el-  1 Penn.),  and  cd  Commodore  Perry  Council  No. 
tvsbuig  to  Sarah  A.  Frazer,  and  they  Ixcame  44,  O U.  A M..  at  New  Canaan, 

the  parents  cd  eight  children,  viz.  lane,  who 
died  in  ir.lancy;  Charles  \Y..  a resident  of  Gettys- 
burg, 1 mn.  ; lames  McLean,  of  New  Oxford.  T»T  ALDO  K.  BALLOU  is  a native  of  Massa- 
Ptiin. ; Juiia  L . who  married  Henrv  Ktaver,  of  VV  chusetts.  born  F'ebruary  1 3.  1S45,  at 
Tanevtown.  Md  , and  died  in  1 8 ; 0 . William  H.;  1 Koyalston  He  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in 
Sarah  1 Mrs  ( .eurge  L.  Cob-Mock  . of  New  ( lies-  direct  line  from  Maturin  Ballou,  one  of  the  pro- 
ter,  lerin.;  Oscar  D . of  Westminster.  Md. ; and  prietors  of  the  Providence  Plantation,  about  the 
Ida  Glare,  who  died  in  1893.  The  mother  of  ( year  164;.  ((0  Maturin.  (2)  James,  (3)  James, 

these  children  was  horn  in  Scotland,  arid  some-  (4)  James,  (5)  Kussell,  (6)  Luther,  (7)  Waldo  R.) 
lime  in  the  ••twenties."  during  her  11. fancy,  was  Grandfather  Russell  Ballou  was  born  in  Cumber- 
brought  to  America  by  her  parents,  the  family  1 land.  R.  I..  July  11.  17(53. 

settling  in  Gettysburg.  Penn.,  wheie  the  father,  Luther  Ballou,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
Samuel  f raser.  worked  at  his  trade,  that  of  1 horn  September  7.  1797,  in  Richmond.  N.  H.. 
watchmaker.  Mrs  Gilbert  survived  her  husband  whence  in  early  life  he  moved  to  Koyalston, 
many  wars,  passing  away  in  |SS;.  1 Mass.,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days. 

Wiliiam  H.  Gilbert  was  reared  111  his  native  | He  married  Clarissa  Davis,  born  March  It,  1797, 

State,  at  Two  Taverns,  and  Mt.  Joy.  and  at-  , a daughter  of  ( apt.  Josiah  Davis, 

tended  the  common  school  in  the  limners  I)is-  Waldo  R.  Ballou  attended  school  at  Royai- 
tnct  From  the  time  of  his  father's  death  until  j ston,  Mass.,  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  at 
he  was  sixteen  wars  old  he  hired  out  to  farmers  which  time  he  commenced  work  at  Winchendon. 
in  Pennsv  Ivania  and  Maryland,  and  then  pro-  ! Mass,  in  the  machine  shops,  remaining  there 
cetded  to  Shrewsbury,  York  Co.,  lenn.,  where  some  twelve  years.  From  Winchendon  he  went 
he  was  occupied  some  four  years  learning  the  | to  Boston,  Mass.,  and  for  hve  years  sold  ma- 
piasterer  s trade.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  j chinery  for  a commission  house.  Returning  to 
through  the  influence  of  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  | Winchendon,  he  worked  in  the  machine  shops 
Klinefelter,  who  was  engaged  in  the  butcher  1 for  two  years  more;  then  went  to  the  Rodney 

business  on  R.  R.  avenue,  fie  came  to  New  Ca-  I Hunt  Machine  Company  at  Orange,  Mass. ; thence 

naan  to  clerk  in  the  meat  market,  and  remained  after  two  and  one-half  years,  on  January  23, 
here  four  wars.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  | 1882,  he  came  to  Stamford,  Conn.,  to  enter  the 
went  to  New  York  City,  where  for  three  wars  j employ  of  the  Yale  & Towne  Manufacturing 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  James  H.  F'ancher  in  I Company.  For  nine  years  he  was  foreman  of 
the  Clinton  market.  F'or  the  four  succeeding  , the  tool  room,  and  for  the  past  three  years  has 
years  he  clerked  for  LeKov  Adams,  in  South  | been  master  machinist  of  Department  ••A," 
Norwalk,  and  then  again  we  find  him  in  New  Yale  & Towne  Manufacturing  Company. 

Canaan,  clerking  for  Samuel  Crissey.  After  three  On  November  25,  1873,  Mr.  Ballou  was  mar- 
years  of  this  work  in  Mr.  Crissey  s market  he  ( ried  at  Malden.  Mass.,  to  Miss  Sarah  Hathaway, 
took  the  position  of  clerk  with  the  Patterson  and  two  children  were  born  to  them:  Harrison 
Ribbon  Co.,  in  New  York  City,  tor  whom  he  H.,  now  in  Harlem.  N.  Y..  and  Jeanette  M. 
also  worked  three  years.  On  March  4.  1893,  The  mother  of  these  dying,  Mr.  Ballou,  for  his 
Mr.  G.ibert  formed  his  present  jartnership  with  ! second  wife,  married,  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  Miss 
W.  S.  Lockwood,  under  the  firm  name  of  Gil-  I Ella  Jones,  by  whom  he  had  two  children:  Wal- 
bert  6:  Lockwood,  and  they  have  sim  e conducted  ' lace  \V..  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  months, 
a market  on  R.  R.  avenue.  They  do  a thriving,  1 and  Lester  \Y.,  deceased  when  five  years  old. 
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Socially,  Mr.  Ballou  is  a charter  member  of 
Stamford  Council  No.  999,  Royal  Arcanum;  of 
Artisan  Lodge  No.  — , F.  & A.  M..  at  Winchen- 
don,  Mass.;  of  Puritan  Lodge  No.  — , 1.  O.  O. 
F.,  at  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  is  vice-president  of 
the  Business  Men’s  Club  of  Stamford.  He  is  an 
enthusiastic  Republican;  for  the  past  ten  years 
has  been  a member  of  the  town  Republican 
committee,  member  of  the  city  committee  since 
it  was  organized,  and  was  a member  of  the  City 
common  council  for  two  years — 1896-97. 


EGBERT  N.  SIPPERLEY.  one  of  Westport’s 
_j  leading  citizens,  has  established  an  enviable 
reputation  in  various  lines  of  business,  quite  dis- 
proving the  old  adage  concerning  the  man  of 
many  trades  being  •‘master  of  none."  Versa- 
tility does  not  in  his  case  indicate  superficial 
knowledge  or  undue  love  of  change,  and  his  career 
is  worthy  of  emulation. 

The  Sipperlev  family  is  of  Dutch  origin,  and 
John  Sipperlev.  our  subject's  great  grandfather, 
was  the  first  to  leave  the  Fatherland  and  make 
his  home  in  America.  He  located  at  Schaphti- 
coke,  N.  Y..  where  his  descendants  have  since 
been  prominent  citizens.  John  Sipperley,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Melrose 
and  resided  there  throughout  his  life,  following 
farming  as  an  occupation. 

John  J.  Sipperley,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  September  25.  1818,  at  Melrose,  where  he 
was  reared,  and  he  became  a farmer  and  carpen- 
ter. his  fine  mechanical  abilities  enabling  him  to 
turn  his  hand  to  almost  any  line  of  work.  He 
took  his  first  contract  for  house  building  when 
nineteen  years  of  age.  He  was  active  in  local 
affairs,  holding  various  offices  in  his  town,  and 
was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party.  His  sympathy  and  aid  were 
given  to  any  worthy  movement,  and  he  was  es- 
pecially prominent  in  religious  work  as  a member 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  He  married 
Miss  Harriet  Gorham,  who  was  born  May  2,  1830, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Gorham,  a well-known  citi- 
zen of  Westport,  Conn.,  and  they  had  five  chil- 
dren: Elbert  N.,  our  subject;  George  W.,  a car- 
penter in  Bridgeport,  this  county:  Charles  H..  a 
farmer  at  the  old  homestead  at  Melrose,  N.  Y. ; 
Fannie  E. . wife  of  John  Moore,  of  Bennington, 
Vt. ; and  John  G.,  a resident  of  Melrose.  N.  Y. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  January  21,  1889, 
and  the  mother  on  July  9.  1S75. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  25.  1S55,  at  the 
old  homestead,  where  he  resided  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-six.  His  education  was  se- 
cured in  the  local  schools,  and  he  also  gained  a 


thorough  knowledge  of  agricultural  work  while 
assisting  on  the  farm.  At  the  age  of  twentv-two 
he  began  to  follow  the  business  of  carpenter  and 
painter,  and  at  times  he  engaged  successfully  in 
other  lines  of  work  as  opportunity  catne,  no  ap- 
prenticeship being  necessary,  apparently.  In 
March,  1883,  he  removed  to  the  town  of  West- 
port,  Conn.,  where  he  purchased  the  old  Kelly 
mills  and  engaged  in  a general  milling  business. 
At  the  time  Mr.  Sipperley  took  the  business  the 
manufactured  products  were  chiefly  flour  (for  hu- 
man consumption)  and  feed.  A few  years  later 
he  developed  a new  department,  which  convert; 
thousands  of  bushels  of  rye,  each  year,  into  flour 
which  is  afterward  used  as  paste  by  the  Louns- 
burv  & Bissell  Company.  By  them  are  made  all 
the  felt  wads  for  the  Union  Metallic  Cartridge 
Company  of  Bridgeport.  The  rye  flour  thus  1; 
converted  into  ammunition,  and  its  manufacture 
is  an  important  part  of  the  milling  business.  His 
present  extensive  plant  is  fitted  up  with  both 
water  and  steam  power.  Aside  from  the  mill, 
his  business  comprises  many  lines,  such  as  deal- 
ing in  farm  implements,  vehicles,  well  supplies 
and  similar  goods.  He  is  also  one  of  the  pioneer; 
in  the  drilling  0)  artesian  wells,  and  he  has  drilled 
wells  all  over  the  county.  The  sale  and  erection 
of  pumps  and  windmills  are  also  branches  of  hi; 
business  (which  is  too  varied  for  further  particu- 
larization). 

On  October  5,  1881,  Mr.  Sipperley  married 
Miss  Adelaide  Nash,  daughter  of  Edward  H. 
Nash,  a prominent  resident  of  Westport,  whose 
biography  appears  elsewhere.  They  have  a 
beautiful  home,  and  their  residence,  which  was 
built  in  1890.  is  equipped  with  every  modern 
convenience,  including  electric  light  and  a tele- 
phone connecting  with  Westport  village.  Sis 
children  have  blessed  the  union — Elbert  Nash, 
Irving  H.,  Christabel  Onona,  Everett  Leslie, 
Leona  Adelaide  and  Elliott  Hawthorne— all  ol 
whom  are  living.  The  family  is  prominent  so- 
cially, and  Mr.  Sipperley  is  identified  with  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandry',  better  known  as  the 
Grange,  and  with  the  Order  of  Red  Men,  of  Not- 
walk.  Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  but  he 
does  not  aspire  to  official  honors. 


THOMAS  FORSYTH,  a leading  contractor 
_ and  builder  of  the  town  of  Fairfield,  a typi- 
cal self-made  man  and  representative  citizen,  is  a 

native  of  New  York  State,  born  December  20. 
1855,  in  Hyde  Park,  Dutchess  county. 

John  Forsyth,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
August  16,  1S25,  in  Kirkcudbrightshire,  Scotland, 
and  being  left  an  orphan  in  early  boyhood  *’a5 
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reared  by  an  uncle  on  a larin  until  he  was  sixteen 
vears  old.  at  which  tune  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  a poor  boy.  and  lor  some  years  worked 
at  gardening  in  Flushing.  Long  Island.  In  New 
York  he  married  Miss  Sarah  S.  Arthur,  born 
April  26,  1827.  a daughter  of  John  Arthur,  wno. 
with  his  wife  and  family,  came  to  the  United 
States.  He  went  to  Hyde  Park.  N.  Y..  in  1848. 
and  there  John  Forsyth  made  his  home,  and  lor 
some  twenty-six  years  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Fuller  family,  in  the  capacity  of  gardener;  then 
for  three  \ ears  conducted  a garden  of  his  own. 
In  March.  1878.  he  and  his  family  came  to  Fair- 
field.  where  he  was  given  the  position  oi  gardener 
lor  Frederick  Sturgis,  whose  wife  was  a Miss 
Fuller,  of  the  family  with  whom  Mr  Forsyth  had 
worked  for  so  many  years  in  Hyde  Park.  With 
Mr.  Sturgis  he  remained  till  1895,  making  lorty- 
three  years  service,  practically,  in  one  family. 
Failing  health,  alone,  caused  him  to  leave  the 
latter  employ,  and  he  did  no  more  work.  He 
died  July  16.  1897.  and  was  buried  in  Oakiawn 
cemetery.  He  and  his  w ife  were  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church;  in  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Republican,  taking  great  interest  in  the 
wellare  of  the  parti  The  children  born  to  this 
honored  coup  e were  as  follows;  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  J.  E.  Deyo,  of  Fairfield.  Thomas,  our  subject. 
Minnie,  wife  of  C.  B Summers,  of  Mamatoneck. 
N.  Y. ; John  A.,  a carpenter  of  Fairfield;  and 
Sarah  (Mrs.  Oliver  C.  Jennings,  of  Fairfield). 
The  father  was  a quiet,  plodding  man.  conserva- 
tive in  his  habits,  honest  and  industrious,  and  re- 
spected bv  all. 

Thomas  Forsvlh,  ol  whom  we  more  particu- 
larly write,  received  a limited  education  at  the 
common  schools  of  his  place  of  birth,  and  assist- 
ed his  father  in  gardening  for  several  years  In 
1881.  having  decided  to  make  a change  in  his 
line  of  business,  our  subject  took  up  carpentry, 
learning  the  trade  under  Alien  Anderson,  in  Fair- 
field.  and  for  three  years  was  in  his  employ,  after 
which  he  worked  for  Northrup  Brothers,  carpen- 
ters and  builders  in  Southport,  nine  years,  dur- 
ing the  last  two  or  three  vears  being  in  charge  of 
part  of  their  work  On  January  t.  1893.  Mr. 
Forsyth  commenced  business  on  his  own  account 
in  Fairfield,  as  general  carpenter,  and  in  Febru- 
ary. 1898,  assumed  the  contracting  and  building 
business  of  Northrup  Brothers,  combining  it  with 
his  own.  He  conducts  an  extensive  trade,  and 
oversees  it  all  himself,  something  well  worthy  of 
record  for  a man  who  received  such  a limited 
education  as  he  did. 

On  May  17.  1883.  Mr.  Forsyth  was  married 
to  Miss  Helen  Jennings,  of  Fairfield,  who  was 
born  January  3,  1859.  a daughter  of  Horace  and 


Harriet  H.  (Morris)  Jennings,  and  children  as 
1 follows  were  born  to  them;  Clifford  \V\,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  Grade  M..  Lil- 
lian and  Howard,  who  all  died  in  infancy;  and 
: Helen,  the  only  one  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  For- 
syth are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
, In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  always  votes 
1 that  ticket  in  National  and  State  issues,  but  in 
local  affairs  he  is  strictly  non-partisan,  casting 
1 his  ballot  for  the  candidate  best  suited  for  the 
> ottice  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  Pequonnock 
Lodge  No.  4,  Bridgeport,  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  of 
the  Stratfield  Encampment,  also  at  Bridgeport;  is 
also  affiliated  with  P.  T.  Barnum  Lodge  No.  53. 

' K.  P..  at  Bridgeport. 

It  is  almost  superfluous  to  sav  that  Mr.  For- 
1 syth  is  a successful  man.  his  surroundings  testify- 
ing to  that  fact  more  potently  than  could  words. 
In  1885  he  built  his  home,  which  he  has  supplied 
with  all  modern  conveniences,  and  he  owns  one 
, other  house  in  Fairfield.  He  is  recognized  as  an 
honest,  straightforward  man.  one  who  has  se- 
cured prosperity  by  his  own  individual  efforts, 
sound  judgment  and  native  skill. 


WILLIAM  H.  GILBERT,  the  well-known 
general  contractor,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Ridgefield,  this  county.  June  20,  1842.  a son 
’ of  Harry  Gilbert  and  a grandson  of  Ebenezer 
Gilbert . 

Ebenezer  Gilbert  lived  on  the  homestead  just 
west  of  that  of  our  subject,  and  followed  his  oc- 
. cupation  of  nail  making  all  his  life.  He  made 
the  nails  for  nearly  all  the  old  buildings  in  the 
town — the  Abner  Gilbert  home,  and  also  that  of 
J.  \V.  Rockwell.  Occasionally,  when  the  nail 
business  was  dull,  he  would  engage  in  stone  lay- 
ing He  married  Betsey  Roe.  and  had  children 
as  follows:  Harvey;  Mary  Ann,  who  married 

David  Sherwood;  Alvah.  who  married  Wealthy 
1 Utter,  and  died  young;  Ebenezer.  who  married 
Julia  Bundy;  Charles,  who  married  Harriet 
Keeler;  Harry,  mentioned  below;  and  Samuel, 

1 who  married  Eliza  Stevens.  The  father  of  these 
died  in  1848. 

Harry  Gilbert  was  born  June  3.  1811,  and 
was  a carpenter  by  trade.  He  did  all  kinds  of 
general  contracting  business,  and  a great  deal  in 
the  wav  of  moving  buildings,  being  the  only  per- 
son in  the  county  having  proper  appliances  for 
this  kind  of  work.  The  spirit  of  improvement 
had  descended  upon  the  people  at  this  time,  and 
the  moving  away  of  the  old  buildings  to  give 
place  for  new  ones  opened  a field  for  quite  an 
extensive  trade.  Among  his  enterprises  Mr.  Gil- 
bert put  up  the  first  grater  cider  and  press  mill  in 
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the  town,  and  this  mill  is  now  owned  by  his  son, 
Aaron  B.  Active  in  his  work,  he  reaped  his  re- 
ward in  what  for  his  time  was  remarkable  suc- 
cess. He  married  Eliza  Ann  Kedler,  who  was 
born  April  22,  1816,  a daughter  of  Bradley 
Keeler,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  sons: 
Aaron  B..  born  August  15.  1838,  now  a miller  in 
Titicus,  this  county;  and  William  H.,  our  sub- 
ject. Harry  Gilbert  was  a Democrat  in  politics, 
but  took  no  active  part  in  political  affairs,  pre- 
ferring to  attend  strictly  to  his  own  business,  and 
leave  the  control  of  the  government  to  those 
whose  ambition  or  attainments  peculiarly  fitted 
them  for  the  position.  In  his  religious  connec- 
tion he  was  a member  of  St.  Stephen’s  Episco- 
pal Church.  He  was  called  to  rest  May  7,  1873, 
and  February  19,  1893,  his  wife  laid  aside  all 
earthly  cares,  and  followed  him  into  the  Un- 
known. 

William  H.  Gilbert  first  saw  the  light  of  day 
June  20.  1842,  in  Ridgefield.  He  acquired  his 
elementary  training  in  the  district  schools,  later 
attending  the  select  school  of  William  O.  Sey- 
mour. His  education,  so  far  as  attendance  at 
school  was  concerned,  was  completed  when  he 
was  seventeen  years  old;  his  memory  was  excel- 
lent. and  having  a natural  liking  for  books,  he 
has  gratified  this  taste  until  he  has  become  a 
well-informed  man  of  superior  attainments,  and 
the  high  personality  that  is  the  offspring  of  a 
contact  with  such  refining  influences.  He  learned 
his  trade  of  his  father,  and  under  his  tuition 
acquired  a proficiency  that  places  him  at  the  top 
of  his  profession.  His  operations  are  almost 
entirely  confined  to  Ridgefield  and  its  vicinity, 
and  many  of  the  beautiful  homes,  the  town  hail, 
the  Masonic  hall,  etc.,  all  bear  marks  of  his 
workmanship.  At  times  he  had  as  many  as 
twenty-five  men  working  for  him.  About  ten 
years  ago  Mr.  Gilbert  retired,  and  has  since  lived 
in  quiet  enjoyment  of  what  his  labor  has  wrought. 

In  1863  Mr.  Gilbert  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Loder.  who  was  born  June  3, 
1841,  one  of  the  four  children  of  William  and 
Nancy  (Piattel  Loder,  of  Salem.  The  Loder 
family  is  one  of  the  old  French  families  who 
came*  to'  this  country  when  in  its  infancy;  one 
member  of  the  Loder  family,  tradition  says, 
came  over  with  the  army  of  LaFayette.  The 
other  three  childien  of  William  and  Nancy  Loder 
were:  William  C.,  who  married  Mary  Amelia 

Stone;  Alfred  (now  deceased),  who  married 
Marguerite  Curtis;  and  Frances,  who  married 
Arthur  Dickens.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H. 
Gilbert  has  come  one  child,  Ralph  Whitney, 
who  is  now  the  efficient  telegraph  operator, 
clerk  and  stenographer  of  the  Consolidated  rail- 


road at  Ridgefield,  by  which  he  has  been  em- 
ployed eight  years.  Mr.  Gilbert  has  steadfastly 
sworn  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party,  and 
for  five  consecutive  years  was  selectman  of  the 
town,  and  had  charge  of  the  roads.  He  served 
very  acceptably  both  to  his  party  and  its  oppo- 
nents, and  on  leaving  office  carried  the  good  will 
and  esteem  of  all  his  fellow  townsmen. 


Ek\AVID  R.  P1NNEY.  Energy  and  enterprise, 
j)  directed  by  sound  judgment,  make  a com- 
bination which  will  command  success  in  life,  and 
the  career  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a well-to- 
do  resident  of  Glenbrook,  shows  that  he  possesses 
these  admirable  qualities  in  full  measure. 

Mr.  Pinney  was  born  February  26.  1842,  at 
I Milford,  Penn.,  and  his  early  education  wasob- 
I tained  in  the  academy  at  that  place.  His  father, 

! David  R.  Pinney.  a native  of  Lewisboro,  West- 
! Chester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  was  for  many  years  a resi- 
I dent  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
I business  as  a shoemaker.  During  his  boyhood 
i our  subject  went  to  Pound  Ridge,  Westchester 
I county,  where  he  worked  for  some  time  at  the 
I shoemaker’s  trade,  later  locating  at  NewCanaan, 

i this  county,  and  engaging  in  the  same  occupation 

l on  his  own  account.  While  the  Civil  war  was 
I in  progress  he  conducted  the  business  of  making 
| shoes  for  soldiers,  and  after  the  war  closed  he 
1 went  to  Vista,  N.  Y..  where  he  carried  on  a prol- 
I itable  business  for  a few  years.  Later  he  re- 
I moved  to  Long  Ridge.  Conn.,  and  there  spent 
I one  year  with  Cook  & Lounsbury,  also  seven 
j years  with  Lounsbury  & Soule,  and  on  leaving 
that  employ  he  went  to  Vineland,  N.  J.,  to  take 
a position  as  a foreman  in  a shoe  factory.  After 
one  year  he  decided  to  resume  business  as  a 
manufacturer,  and  as  the  venture  resulted  satis- 
factorily he  continued  it  for  about  five  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  found  himself  in  need  of 
rest,  and  wisely  sought  it  in  this  favored  region, 
the  next  two  years  being  passed  in  retirement  at 
Stamford.  He  then  engaged  in  a decorators 
business  at  South  Norwalk,  conducting  also  a 
paint  and  paper  store  at  No.  11  Main  street, 
after  a year  he  removed  to  Derby,  Conn.,  where 
he  followed  the  same  business  for  a year.  1* 
1897  he  settled  at  Glenbrook,  where  he  engaged 
in  a grocery  and  meat  business  as  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Pinney  & Wales,  and  this  enterprise 
I has  met  with  well-deserved  success. 

As  a citizen  Mr.  Pinney  is  much  esteeme  , 

1 his  public  spirit  being  manifested  in  many  ways. 

and  he  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
I Stamford.  Socially,  he  and  his  family  move  m 
I the  best  circles  of  the  locality,  and  for  a number 
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of  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Masonic 
Fraternity  as  a member  of  Harmony  Lodge  No. 

F.  6i  A.  M..  at  New  Canaan.  Since  his  re- 
moval to  Glenbrook  he  has  Guilt  an  elegant  resi- 
dence. fitted  tip  with  every  modern  corn emence. 
and  making  it  one  of  the  most  desirable  hemes 
in  the  Mcimty.  On  February  10,  1803,  tie  was 
married  at  Found  Ridge.  N.  V..  to  Miss  Lmehrie 
bonton,  of  that  place,  and  the  union  has  been 
bussed  with  three  children:  fi)  Mary  L mar- 

ried C.  T.  Searles.  and  has  one  son,  Carleton. 
i :<  Frank  K.  resides  at  Glenbrook.  Conn.  (3) 
Alice  married  Charles  Miller,  of  Stamford.  who 
is  engaged  in  the  jewelrv  business  with  C.larson 
Unit. 

A l' ST  IN  H WATSON  ••  The  proper  study 
of  mankind  is  man  ’ wrote  that  strange 
poet-teacher,  and  irorn  biography  is  gleaned  much 
to  guide  us  through  lilr.  Not  only  from  the  lives 
of  law-abiding  upright  men  and  women,  but  even 
from  the  records  of  those  whose  paths  have  been 
crooked,  whose  wanderings  r ain.  It  is  as  well 
for  the  manner  to  know  the  rocks  and  shoals  to 
be  avoided,  as  it  is  for  him  to  follow  the  safe  and 
open  channel  but  from  the  life  of  such  a man 
as  Austin  IF  Watson  there  is  much  to  fie  found 
worthy  of  emulation 

Our  subject  was  born  April  27,  1S42,  at  Wil- 
mington. Yt.,  a son  of  Patrick  J.  and  Caroline 
(Lathropi  Watson,  and  '••■cured  his  education  m 
the  village  school  at  Wilmington.  His  youth 
was  passed  on  the  farm  and  in  his  father  s mills, 
and  in  early  manhood  fie  offered  his  services  to 
his  country.  In  August.  1 8 0 2 , fie  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  F",  16th  Kegt.  Vt.  Yols.,  and 
on  the  promotion  of  one  of  his  comrades  became 
the  clerk  of  the  regiment,  thus  being  relieved  of 
all  equipment  and  company  duties.  At  Gettys- 
burg, however,  hred  by  a desire  to  take  a more 
active  part  in  the  defense  of  “Old  Glory,”  he 
seized  an  abandoned  musket,  and  with  a handful 
of  cartridges  sought  out  his  company  in  the  front, 
and  there  remained  through  the  battle.  His 
bravery  was  conspicuous,  and  won  high  com- 
mendation from  all  the  officers  of  the  regiment. 
Colonel  Yeazey  knowing  that  this  youth  was  the 
only  detail  man  who  voluntarily  exposed  himself 
on  the  battle-field,  appointed  him  quartermas- 
ter sergeant  of  the  regiment,  the  highest  honor 
of  his  command.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
from  service  August  to.  1863,  after  a war  record 
of  which  he  may  be  justly  proud. 

In  1864.  Mr.  Watson  secured  a clerkship  with 
the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  at  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.,  and  two  years  later  was  appointed 


store-keeper  in  charge  of  the  main  supply  depots 
at  New  York.  Continued  advancement  in  salary 
made  this  an  agreeable  position,  which  he  re- 
tained until  1879,  when  he  resigned  to  become 
tumor  member  of  the  firm  of  James  E.  Vail,  Jr.. 
Nr  Co.,  dry-goods  and  commission  merchants,  and 
manufacturers'  agents,  Worth  street.  New  York. 
After  six  years  of  successful  business  operations, 
Mr.  Watson  purchased  Mr.  Vail  s interest,  and 
became  the  senior  member  of  t lie  well-known 
firm  of  Watson,  Bull  & Co  This  firm  dissolved 
on  |anuary  t,  1897,  consolidating  their  business 
with  the  extensive  notion  house  of  Noyes.  Smith 
\ Co.  Mr.  Watson  becoming  the  head  of  the 
new  nrm  of  Watson,  Porter.  Giles  A’  Co.,  to-day 
the  largest  house  of  the  kind  in  New  York  City. 
In  all  his  business  ventures  he  has  proven  him- 
self singularly  lortunate,  and  has  become  one  of 
the  substantial  business  men  whose  reputation 
for  honesty  and  integrity  is  without  spot  or  blem- 
ish. 

On  October  28,  1879.  Mr.  Watson  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Julia  Brainard  Vail,  the  accomplished 
daughter  of  James  Everett  and  Ridelia  (Kenyon) 
Vail,  of  Brooklyn.  N.  Y Two  children  have 
brightened  their  fireside:  Everett  Vail  and  Beat- 
rice For  some  time  after  their  inarnage  Mr. 
and  Mis.  Watson  resided  in  Brooklyn,  m 1880 
letnovmg  to  Stamford,  where  their  beautiful 
home,  “Oakdale,”  on  the  banks  of  the  Rippo- 
wain  river,  is  noted  for  its  cordial  hospitality  so 
freely  extended  alike  to  stranger  and  to  friend. 

Socially,  Mr.  Watson  is  quite  prominent,  and 
as  an  officer  in  various  clubs  has  many  duties  to 
perform.  He  was  the  first  treasurer  of  the  well- 
known  Apollo  Glee  Club,  of  Brooklyn;  secretary 
of  the  Oxford  Club,  of  Brooklyn,  in  1883-85; 
director  of  the  Suburban  Club  and  the  Stamford 
Yacht  Club,  of  Stamford;  a member  of  Lafayette 
Post.  G.  A.  R.,  in  New  York  City;  secretary  of 
t tie  Telegraphers  Mutual  Benefit  Association, 
1876-79;  a director  of  the  Stamford  Social  Club, 
1889-92,  and  its  president  in  1893;  he  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Forest  and  Stream  Club,  of  Wil- 
mington, Vt.,  and  a member  of  other  New  York 
Clubs. 

Quiet  and  unassuming  in  his  manner,  Mr. 
Watson  is  one  of  those  strong  characters  that  on 
occasion  rises  far  beyond  mediocrity;  quick  and 
far-seeing,  he  grasps  the  situation  and  becomes 
its  master.  As  on  those  awful  days  in  July, 
1863.  w hen  he  saw  his  duty,  and  so  bravely  bore 
a part  on  that  sanguinary  field,  even  so  has  he 
met  the  battles  in  the  busy  work-a-day  world. 
He  is  ever  ready  to  help  the  unfortunate,  but  of 
this  the  world  at  large  knows  little;  wise  in  his 
judgments,  progressive  in  his  ideas,  firm  in  his 
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convictions,  he  is  one  of  those  men  in  whom  his 
associates  place  implicit  reliance  both  as  a friend 
and  as  a man. 


F7,  ALMON  B.  BRADLEY.  From  the  ranks  of 
JLji  the  quiet,  persevering,  yet  prominent  citizens 
of  Fairfield  county — prominent  on  account  of 
what  they  have  accomplished  in  life — there  is  no 
one  more  deserving  of  mention  in  a volume  of 
this  character  than  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  article.  He  is  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  the 
town  of  Fairfield,  and  in  advancing  his  own  in- 
terests he  has  materially  promoted  the  welfare 
of  the  entire  community. 

Mr.  Bradley  comes  of  one  of  the  oldest  fam- 
ilies in  Connecticut,  being  of  the  seventh  genera- 
tion in  direct  line  from  John  Bradley1,  who  came 
from  England  to  America  in  1660.  settling  in 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  where  he  died.  In  his  family 
of  children  were  the  following:  Francis5,  John, 

Daniel  and  Joseph.  Of  these, 

Francis1  settled  in  Greenfield,  on  Bradley’s 
Long  Lot,  and  died  there  about  the  year  1714, 
being  the  father  of  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: Isaac.  Francis.  Samuel,  John1’,  Gersham, 
Ephraim,  Peter  and  Eleanor.  Of  these. 

John8  settled  in  the  northern  part  of  Green- 
field, in  Deerfield  District.  On  January  11,  1726, 
he  married  Sarah  Gilbert,  and  they  had  twelve 
children  as  follows:  John*,  Reuben,  Lockwood, 

Seth,  Enos,  Moses.  Ephraim,  Abel,  Isaac,  Han- 
nah, Louise  and  Marian.  The  father  of  these 
died  October  5,  177 7,  and  the  mother  on  April 
14,  1767.  Of  the  above  named  twelve  children, 
John*,  the  great-grandfather  of  Zalmon  B. 
(our  subject),  was  born  April  14,  1731,  and  De- 
cember 14,  175-.  he  married  Abigail  Merwin, 
who  died  December  19,  1787.  The  names  and 
dates  of  birth  of  their  children  are  as  follows: 
David,  January  10,  1752,  died  February  25, 
1821;  Lumen,  February  16,  1754;  Hannah, 
March  3,  1759:  John6,  September  5,  J764.  died 
May  15,  1840;  and  Abigail,  March  j8,  177S, 
died  February  5,  179?-  Of  these, 

John6,  the  grandfather  of  Zalmon  B.,  was 
married  March  26,  1791,  to  Esther  Sherwood, 
who  was  born  May  6,  1763.  and  died  July  19, 
1847.  Children:  Zalmon6,  born  May  22.  1793; 
Clara  A.,  born  March  26,  1798;  and  Medad, 
born  September  9.  1803  (he  was  a farmer  resid- 
ing in  Banks  North  District,  and  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age  leaving  three  children — John,  Sophia 
and  Alma).  Of  the  children  born  to  John', 

Zalmon',  the  father  of  our  subject,  when 
yet  a young  man,  married  Sally  Banks,  who 


was  born  May  22,  1793,  in  Banks  South  District, 
a daughter  ot  Jonathan  and  Molly  (Wakeman; 
Banks.  Zalmon  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  followed  that  occupation  all  his  life. 
On  their  marriage  he  and  his  young  wife  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  the  home  which  he  had 
built,  and  where  their  son.  our  subject,  now 
lives.  Their  children,  two  in  number,  were  as 
follows:  (1)  Clara  A.,  born  January  12,1813. 

married  Samuel  Banks,  of  Weston,  and  had  one 
daughter,  Harriet,  now  living  in  Weston;  and 
(2)  Zalmon  B.,  our  subject.  The  mother  passed 
from  earth  some  years  prior  to  the  death  of  the 
father,  which  occurred  January  5,  1871,  and  they 
lie  side  bv  side  in  Greenfield  Cemetery.  They 
I were  members  of  the  Greenfield  Congregational 
I Church,  and  in  politics  the  father  was  a Demo- 
1 crat.  He  was  very  successful  as  a general  farm- 
er, including  the  raising,  buying  and  selling  of 
cattle  which  he  would  ship  to  Boston  and  New 
York — in  fact  he  was  a very  extensive  dealer  for 
those  days,  made  money,  and  at  his  death  left  a 
| comfortable  competence. 

Zalmon  B.  Bradley  was  born  at  the  old  fam- 
| ily  homestead  July  18,  1824,  and  received  a lib- 
I eral  education  at  the  schools  of  Banks  North 
I District — Minot  Banks.  Eli  Wakeman  and  James 
j Lyon  being  among  his  old  teachers.  He  after- 
i ward  attended  Greenfield  Academy,  at  the  time 
j when  Zalmon  Wakeman  was  principal  of  that  in- 
I stitution.  He  assisted  his  father  on  the  home 
I farm  until  the  latter’s  death,  when  he  succeeded 
I to  the  property,  and  has  ever  since  lived  thereon. 

On  September  21,  1853,  Zalmon  B.  Bradley 
1 was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Sherwood,  whowas 
I born  in  Southport,  Conn.,  December  14.  1 833.  a 
I daughter  of  William  and  Esther  (Hill)  Sherwood, 
I the  former  of  whom  was  a son  of  William  Sher- 
i wood,  the  latter  being  a daughter  of  Jabez  Hill 
I Mrs.  Bradley’s  father  was  a merchant  and  post- 
1 master  at  Southport  for  several  years  prior  to 
retiring  and  removing  into  the  country  (Buck- 
ley’s District),  while  at  one  time  he  was  judge  ol 
the  probate  court  of  Fairfield  county.  In  1847 
he  took  a trip  to  England  for  the  purpose  of 
searching  genealogical  records  in  the  interest  of 

I the  Jennings  family  of  Connecticut;  in  1850,  at 

I the  time  of  the  “gold  fever,”  he  visited  Califor- 
I nia,  subsequently  “trying  his  luck"  in  Australia. 

I in  company  with  Nathaniel  B.  Hill  and  Edgar 
! Pennover.  Mrs.  Bradley  is  the  younger  of  two 
' children  born  to  her  parents,  the  other  being 
I William  C.,  who  was  a farmer  of  Banks  North 
District,  and  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-six 
; years,  leaving  a widow  and  seven  children. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  four 
! children,  a brief  sketch  of  them  being  as  follows 
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(n  Clarence  H..  a farmer  of  Banks  North  Dis- 
trict. born  August  12.  1S54.  married  Miss  Adda  , 
Belie  Chase,  and  has  two  children  — Florence 
and  Irene.  (2)  Simon  C..  born  July  2 9.  1858.  1 
the  first  selectman  of  Fairfield,  married  Anna  , 
Belle  BulkHev.  and  they  have  two  children — 
Elizabeth  B.  and  Sadie  E.  131  Clara  A.,  born 
May  14.  1861.  is  the  wife  of  Wilbur  Jennings, 
and  they  have  one  child — John  B.  (4)  John  S.. 
born  October  4,  1863.  died  March  5,  1888.  at 
Greenville,  S.  C.;  he  was  a graduate  of  the  East- 
man Business  College.  and  was  ft  1 1 1 up  the  posi- 
tion of  l>ookkeeper  at  the  time  of  his  departure 
for  the  South  on  account  of  failing  health;  he 
married  Mi^s  Elomse  A.  Arnold,  of  Bridgeport. 
Conn  . a daughter  of  (»eorge  and  Sarah  Arnold.  , 
A Demur,  rat  in  politics.  Mr.  Bradley  has  at 
all  times  been  loval  to  his  party,  and  an  efficient 
worker  in  its  ranks.  In  1874  he  represented  his 
district  in  the  Legislature,  and  for  some  ten  or 
twelve  years  he  was  a selectman  of  Fairfield. 
Socially,  lie  is  affiliated  with  Greenfield  Hill  ' 
Grange  No.  133,  and  in  religious  faith  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Greenfield  Hill.  In  the  social  circles 
of  the  community  our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  occupy  an  enviable  position.  Their  influ- 
ence is  always  found  on  the  side  of  right  and 
progress,  and  it  is  sate  to  say  that  no  couple  in  , 
the  county  have  more  friends  than  Mr.  and  Mrs  1 
Zaimon  B.  Bradley.  Mr.  Bradley  has  been  fond 
of  hu  n '.1  rip  all  his  life,  and  though  now  seventy-  1 
four  years  of  ape  he  still  enjoys  a day's  sport. 
He  is  a large  man,  six  feet  in  height  and  weigh- 
ing two  hundred  pounds  or  over. 

I 

Martin  francis  houlihan.  a sue-  t 

_ cesslul  business  man  of  Sandy  Hook,  is  a | 
representative  of  a well-known  family  of  New- 
town township.  His  father,  John  Houlihan,  is  a | 
prominent  citizen,  and  a brother,  Hon.  Michael  1 
J.  Houlihan,  is  now  a member  of  the  State  Sen-  1 
ate  from  that  locality. 

Mr.  Houlihan,  our  subject,  was  born  Septcrn-  ' 
her  11,  18O4,  in  the  Newtown  District  of  the  ; 
town  of  Newtown,  and  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  near  his  early  home.  Although  lor  i 
some  years  his  attendance  was  limited  to  the  1 
winter  terms,  he  managed  by  the  time  he  reached  | 
the  age  of  sixteen  to  acquire  a fair  English  edu- 
cation. and  as  he  is  a constant  reader  of  fiction  ; 
and  current  news  he  can  converse  well  upon 
these  topics.  His  first  employment  was  as  a 
bell  boy  in  the  “ Lake  View  House"  at  Litch- 
field, Conn.,  where  he  spent  one  summer.  The 
next  seven  years  were  passed  in  the  employ  of  , 


the  New  York  Belting  & Packing  Company,  at 
bandy  Hook,  in  the  curing  rooms  and  the  hose 
and  tubing  departments.  On  leaving  this  posi- 
tion he  became  a bar  clerk  in  the  ••  Grand  Central 
Hotel."  at  Newtown,  and  after  two  years  he  re- 
signed this  position  to  commence  the  business  of 
retail  liquor  dealer  in  Sandy  Hook,  on  his  own 
account.  His  store  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  the 
kind  in  the  town,  having  been  started  by  Hall  & 
Tilison  some  years  ago,  and  continued,  later,  by 
( arroil  & Boland,  the  bar  being  at  the  rear  of 
the  store.  When  the  latter  firm  retired  the  place 
was  taken  by  John  Lillis  for  a saloon  and  bottling 
establishment,  but  previous  to  Mr.  Houlihan's 
occupancy  it  had  stood  vacant  for  some  time. 
The  present  proprietor  has  made  his  own  way  in 
hie,  and  has  given  ample  proof  of  energy  in  doing 
so.  Politically,  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and 
he  takes  keen  interest  in  local  affairs.  In  No- 
vember. 1896,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
General  Assembly  by  a majority  of  150,  the  fight 
being  a hard  one.  while  his  majority  was  among 
the  largest  on  the  ticket.  In  religious  faith  Mr. 
Houlihan  is  a Catholic,  and  he  is  a leading  mem- 
ber of  St.  Rosa's  Church  at  Newtown.  Socially, 
he  is  identified  with  the  Order  of  Foresters, 
bandy  Hook  Court. 

In  1890  Mr.  Houlihan  married  Miss  Anna 
Kilbride,  daughter  of  Michael  Kilbride,  of  Sandv 
Hook,  where  her  family  has  long  been  well 
known.  Two  children.  Maggie  May  and  Helen 
Frances,  brighten  their  home. 


HENRY  EMIL  DITTMAR.  sergeant  of  po- 
lice of  the  City  of  Danbury,  is  an  able 
and  efficient  officer  whose  faithfulness  is  highly 
appreciated  by  the  people  whose  interest  he 
guards. 

Mr.  Dittmar  is  of  German  birth,  having  been 
born  November  20,  1854,  in  the  Province  of 
Hcsse-Cassel.  Christoph  Dittmar,  his  father, 
was  born  in  the  same  locality,  in  1812,  and  died 
when  our  subject  was  eight  years  old.  Our*sub- 
ject's  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Julia 
Dautchman.  was  born  in  Minden,  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, in  1813,  and  died  in  1887.  There  were 
three  children.  William,  now  a resident  of 
Danbury;  Henry  Emil,  our  subject;  and  Robert, 
who  remained  in  Germany. 

Mr.  Dittmar  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  land,  and  did  not  acquire  a knowledge 
of  the  English  language  until  after  he  came  to 
America.  At  fourteen  he  left  school  and  began 
an  apprenticeship  in  a tin  shop,  where  he  re- 
mained nine  months.  In  1870,  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen, he  left  the  Fatherland  for  America,  and  in 
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March  of  that  year  landed  in  New  York.  Going  1 his  first  wife  had  children  as  follows:  Harvey, 
immediately  to  Patterson,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  ! Mary,  Samuel,  Laura,  George,  Deborah,  Green 
he  found  employment  on  a farm,  and  followed  i and  William,  all  now  deceased.  Samuel  was 
agricultural  pursuits  until  he  was  nineteen  years  I the  last  to  pass  away;  he  was  a bachelor  and  for 
of  age.  He  then  went  to  New  York  and  shipped  } years  lived  in  the  West  (where  he  had  acquired  a 
as  a seaman  in  the  United  States  navy,  on  the  ! snug  fortune),  spending  his  winters  in  Florida, 
old  ship  “ Vermont,  ” setting  sail  lrom  the  Brook-  | He  is  buried  in  Middle  Patton  cemetery. 

Ivn  Navy  yards.  Three  years  he  spent  in  the  George  Sutherland  was  born  in  April,  1813. 
navy,  and  then,  returning  to  Patterson,  he  re-  i in  Greenwich  township,  near  the  New  York 
mained  there  a similar  length  of  time,  in  August,  ! State  line.  He  was  given  such  education  as 
1879,  removing  to  Danbury,  where  he  learned  1 could  be  acquired  in  the  schools  of  his  day,  and 
the  hatter's  trade.  For  eight  years  he  worked  1 early  in  life  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  at 
at  this  business  for  two  different  firms,  Beckerle  I which  he  worked  in  different  places  in  this  re- 
& Co.,  and  Loewe  & Co.,  but  in  September,  1 gion.  In  North  Castle  he  married  Deborah  A 
1887.  he  was  appointed  to  a position  on  the  Dan-  ! Searles,  who  was  born  in  1822  in  Bedford,  N 
bury  police  force.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  Y. , daughter  of  James  Searles,  a farmer,  and 
in  active  service  in  that  department,  and  on  De-  they  commenced  housekeeping  in  that  township, 
cember  7,  1893,  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  later  removing  to  Greenwich.  Here  he  lived  lor 
rank  of  sergeant.  Politically,  Mr.  Dittmar  is  a I twenty-five  years  before  his  death,  which  oc- 
Democrat,  and  he  has  always  taken  much  inter-  1 curred  in  1883,  and  his  remains  were  buried  in 
est  in  the  questions  that  concern  the  welfare  of  i the  cemetery  at  Middle  Patton,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
his  adopted  country.  I Sutherland  still  survives,  living  at  present  in 

In  1883  Mr.  Dittmar  married  Miss  Annie  C.  Norwalk.  Conn.  This  worthy  couplewere  the 
Tilk,  daughter  of  John  and  Fredericka  (Miller)  parents  of  six  children:  Mary,  who  married 

Tilk,  and  four  children  have  blessed  the  union:  Daniel  F.  Thomas,  and  died  in  Greenwich;  Si- 

Julia  Fredericka.  Carrie,  Emil  John  and  Hen-  las;  James,  who  is  a resident  of  Norwalk,  Conn.: 
rietta  Louisa.  Mr.  Dittmar  and  his  wife  and  Phoebe  A.,  who  died  when  fourteen  years  old; 

children  are  all  identified  with  the  German  Lu-  Samuel,  deceased;  and  Evaline,  who  became  the 

theran  Church;  socially,  he  is  an  active  member  I wife  of  Walter  E.  Scofield,  and  died  in  Rye,  N 
■of  Samaritan  Lodge,  1.0.  O.  F.,  of  Danbury.  j Y.  Mr.  Sutherland  was  a stanch  Democrat  in 

| politics,  but  he  took  no  part  in  public  affairs  be 

vond  casting  his  vote  regularly. 

SILAS  SUTHERLAND,  a popular  citizen  and  Silas  Sutherland  attended  the  country  dis- 
well-to-do farmer  of  Greenwich  township,  trict  schools  in  his  boyhood,  and  began  to  learn 
Fairfield  Co..  Conn.,  was  born  November  16,  the  shoemaker's  trade  with  his  father  when  four- 
1846,  in  North  Castle  township,  Westchester  teen  years  old.  He  soon  abandoned  it,  however. 
Co.,  N.  Y..  in  which  neighborhood  the  family  and  engaged  as  a farm  hand,  working  for  the 
has  lived  since  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  cent-  three  sisters  of  Capt.  John  Banks,  whoconducted 
urv.  He  is  a great-great-grandson  of  Roger  a farm  in  North  Castle  township.  For  five  year? 
Sutherland,  who  came  from  Putnam  county,  N.  after  this  our  subject  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a 
Y.,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  North  Castle  near  grocery  store  at  Twentieth  street  and  Third  are- 
the  Connecticut  State  line.  nue.  New  York  City,  and  thence,  in  1 868,  went 

Roger  Sutherland  and  his  first  wife,  Abigail,  to  Texas,  before  there  was  a railroad  to  Austin, 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  born  as  fol-  in  that  State.  He  was  engaged  in  clearing  the 
lows:  William.  March  16,  17451  James,  January  right  of  way  for  the  railroad,  and  similar  work, 

27,  1747;  Roger,  Jr.,  March  16,  1748;  Joseph,  for  two  years,  after  which  he  returned  east,  lb- 

January  19,  17491  Hannah,  March  15,  1751;  ing  in  New  York  for  a time,  where  for  over  a 

Stephen.  April  6.  1753;  Silas,  February  5,  1755.  year  he  was  employed  as  conductor  on  the  Third 
Mr.  Sutherland's  second  wife  was  Mary  Scofield,  Avenue  railroad.  During  his  stay  in  Texas  he 

and  her  children  were  Abagail,  born  September  made  and  spent  money  freely,  but  he  has  since 

7,  1759:  Mary,  born  June  24,  1761;  and  Sarah,  been  content  with  the  more  peaceful  life  3 

born  January  26,  1763-  Silas  Sutherland,  the  farmer,  in  which  he  has  been  no  less  successful 

youngest  child  of  the  first  wife,  was  a farmer,  and  In  July,  1877,  he  was  married,  in  Banksville.  N 
-died  in  1846;  he  was  for  years  a deacon  of  the  Y.,  to  Miss  Christina  Sauter,  of  Washington 
East  Stanwich  Church.  His  remains  rest  in  the  Heights,  N.  Y..  and  they  commenced  housekeep- 
Middle  Patton  cemetery,  in  Westchester  county,  ing  in  Banksville,  where  they  resided  until  1 882. 
N.  Y.  His  son  Silas  was  twice  married,  and  by  The  family  then  settled  on  the  farm  which  ha5 
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since  been  their  home,  the  oid  ’‘Conklin  Husted  ) of  Ireland,  and  they  became  theparentsof  seven 
Farm."  which  consists  of  I 1 5 acres  of  pood  land.  ■ children,  viz.:  Thomas,  who  lives  in  Greenwich; 
Mr.  Sutherland  iias  made  numerous  improve-  j Annie,  deceased  in  childhood;  Mary  E.,  unmar- 
ments  upon  this  piace  since  he  became  the  owner  ried;  John  (t).  who  died  in  childhood;  John  (2), 
and  has  also  remodeled  the  residence  at  consider-  1 who  lives  in  Greenwich;  William  H.,  who  died 
able  expense,  converting  the  place  into  a most  ' in  Greenwich;  and  Patrick.  The  father  was 
comfortable,  desirable  home  lie  carries  on  pen-  forty-five  years  of  ape  when  he  died,  the  mother 
eral  apriculture,  enjoying  a comfortable  income  1 passed  away  at  the  ape  of  fifty-four  and  they  sleep 
from  this  source,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  I their  last  sleep  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  at 
farmers  in  his  localitx.  ! Greenwich.  Mr.  Doran  was  an  active  and 

Five  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  I enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
and  Mrs.  Sutherland,  viz.:  Edith  E..  Cora  A . | Democratic  party,  in  whose  interest  he  was  a 

Laura  E..  Silas  S.  and  Lillian  M.,  all  of  whom  | hard  worker,  especially  about  election  day,  when 
are  still  at  home,  and  the  domestic  circle  is  an  ! he  would  do  his  best  to  pet  out  every  voter  on  his 
unusually  bnpht  and  cheerful  one.  The  family  I ticket.  Few  men  do  as  much  as  he  did  for  the 
are  known  all  over  the  township  for  their  socia-  ; success  of  the  party  without  some  expectation  of 
bility  arid  hospitality  Mrs  Sutherland  unites  1 reward;  but  he  was  no  politician  in  the  sense  of 
with  the  t onprepatmna!  Church.  Fraternally.  1 office  seeker,  and  had  no  ambition  for  political 
Mr.  Sutherland  beionps  to  Banksville  Council  preferment  for  himself.  Personally,  he  was  a 
No.  86,  Jr.  O.  L . A.  M..  of  which  he  was  a 1 man  of  ordinary  heipht  and  build,  weiphing  about 
charter  member.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics.  1 one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  public  al-  Patrick  Doran,  whose  name  introduces  this 
fairs  of  this  vicinity,  havinp  served  creditably  in  ! sketch,  attended  school  in  Greenwich  during  his 
various  local  offices  of  honor  and  trust.  For  four  I youth,  at  which  time  Prof.  Wripht  was  at  the 
}tars  he  held  the  ofiice  of  assessor,  was  select-  I head  of  the  public  schools.  His  education  was 
man  two  terms,  and  has  aKo  been  a member  of  1 over  when  he  was  seventeen,  and  he  then  com- 
the  prand  jury.  He  has  an  extensive  acquaint-  . menced  to  learn  the  molder  s trade,  spending 
ance  throughout  the  township,  where  he  num-  two  years  and  a half  in  that  business  in  Port 
hers  his  friends  by  tiie  score  l Chester,  N.  Y.  When  work  in  that  line  grew 

l slack  he  returned  to  Greenwich  and  started  an 
■ express  and  draying  business,  which  he  sold  at 

PATRICK  DORAN,  one  of  the  substantial  ! the  end  of  a year,  going  to  Stamford,  where  he 
citizens  of  the  thriving  little  village  of  Green-  I found  employment  as  a barber.  Later  he  had  a 
wich.  Fairfield  Co..  Conn.,  is  a native  of  the  1 barber  business  of  his  own  in  that  city,  and  in 
place,  born  October  17,  18^4.  He  is  of  Irish  1 1 88 1 he  returned  to  Greenwich  for  good,  open- 
descent.  his  father.  Patrick  Doran,  having  been  ! ing  the  liquor  store  he  has  since  conducted.  By 
born  in  County  \N  estmeath.  Ireland,  where  he  1 strict  attention  to  business  and  carefulness  in  all 
grew  to  manhood.  I things,  he  has  gathered  a snug  property,  and  is 

The  latter  came  to  the  United  States  when  a | one  of  the  well-to-do  men  of  his  town,  in  whose 
young  man,  and  lor  a number  of  years  worked  as  | progress  he  takes  the  interest  every  public- 
ala  borer.  being  employed  during  part  of  the  time  ] spirited  citizen  should  display.  He  is  an  ardent 
in  the  construction  of  the  New  York  & New  Haven  admirer  of  fine  horse-flesh,  and  is  the  owner  of 
railroad.  Bv  industry  and  frugality  he  managed  some  of  the  best  horses  in  Greenwich, 
to  save  some  of  his  earnings,  accumulating  enough  Mr.  Doran  was  married  October  8th,  1884, 
to  set  him  up  in  the  grocery  and  liquor  business  , in  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Mary  McCann,  a 
in  Greenwich,  Conn  , where  he  settled.  He  1 native  of  Stanwich,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,daugh- 
built  his  own  store,  and  commenced  on  a small  1 ter  of  Charles  McCann.  They  have  three  chi I- 
scale.  enlarging  the  place  as  trade  grew,  and  ! dren;  Bessie,  Frank  P.  and  Veronica  J.  The 
never  once  relaxme  his  early  habits  of  steadiness,  family  are  Catholics  in  religious  faith;  politically, 
perseverance  and  economy.  On  commencing  Mr.  Doran  is  a stanch  Democrat. 

life  he  was  poor  in  this  world's  goods,  but  his  

honesty  and  many  other  good  traits  were  a « 

capital  not  to  be  despised,  and  when  he  died,  in  '■  T VMAN  M.  FERRIS  is  prominent  among  the 
1870,  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  had  acquired  acorn-  large  land  owners  and  successful  farmers  of 

fortable  competence  by  his  labors.  In  New  York  Greenwich  township,  Fairfield  county,  and  is  a 
City  Mr.  Doran  was  married,  by  Bishop  Hughes,  native  of  same,  born  November  7.  1851,  on  the 
to  Jane  Mathews,  who,  like  himself,  w’as  a native  1 farm  which  he  now  owns  and  resides  upon.  The 
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property  has  been  in  the  Ferris  family  for  about  i 
a century,  having  been  owned  by  Nathaniel,  the  i 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was  also  a farmer.  I 

Nathaniel  Ferris  was  born  May  27,  1766,  and  I 
died  April  16,  1824;  he  was  buried  on  the  farm.  I 
His  first  wife,  Lydia,  was  born  September  13,  I 
1768,  and  died  August  13.  1808;  the  second  wife,  I 
Permelia,  was  born  March  30,  1783,  and  died  1 
November  30.  1856.  There  were  ten  children 
in  the  family,  Henry  Ferris,  the  father  of  Lyman, 
being  among  the  younger  members.  He  was 
born  October  29,  1811,  on  the  farm  where  he  j 
grew  to  manhood,  during  his  early  years  attend-  I 
ing  the  common  schools  and  assisting  with  the  I 
work  at  homt.  When  old  enough  he  entered  an  I 
apprenticeship  to  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  which  I 
he  learned  thoroughly,  and  which  he  followed,  1 
especially  during  the  winter  seasons,  for  many  1 
years.  Henry  Ferris  was  twice  married,  first  to  I 
Elisa  Mead,  who  was  a native  of  Greenwich  and 
a daughter  of  Bush  Mead,  and  by  her  he  had 
three  children:  Adaline  (Mrs.  Henry  Searles), 

who  died  in  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y. ; Emily.  who  is  the 
wife  of  David  lngersoll,  of  Greenwich;  and  Sarah 
E. , who  died  young.  Mrs.  Eliza  Ferris  passed 
away  in  1 847.  and  Mr.  Ferris  subsequently  wedded 
Miss  Lydia  Mead,  who  was  born  February  6, 
1809,  in  Greenwich,  where  her  father,  Ecmund 
Mead,  carried  on  farming.  Two  children  came 
to  this  union:  Lyman  M.,  and  Eliza  (Mrs.  Lean- 
der  Sniffire),  of  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Ferris  lived  lor  some  years  in  another 
house  on  the  farm,  but  he  finally  bought  the 
place  and  took  up  his  residence  in  the  old  home- 
stead. He  died  November  13,  1873,  Mrs.Ferris 
on  January  8,  1S92,  and  their  remains  lie  in  the 
private  cemetery  on  the  farm.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Greenwich  Congregational  Church. 
Tall  and  spare  in  build,  and  in  early  years  blessed 
with  robust  health.  Mr.  Ferris  was  a good  work- 
er, and  became  the  owner  of  his  desirable  prop- 
erty by  dint  of  steady  industry  during  his  active 
years.  In  early  life  he  was  a Whig,  in  later 
years  a stanch  Republican,  and  at  one  time  he 
held  office,  serving  his  township  creditably, 
though  he  was  no  seeker  after  political  honors. 

Lyman  M.  Ferris  was  given  a good  practical 
education,  in  his  early  youth  attending  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Stanwich,  and,  later,  a select 
school  of  that  place.  As  he  was  the  only  son  in 
the  family,  he  was  initiated  into  the  details  of 
farm  work  at  a tender  age,  receiving  a thoipugh 
training  under  his  father’s  tuition  in  general 
agriculture,  which  has  proved  of  inestimable 
value  to  him.  He  was  just  one  year  past  his 
majority  when  his  father  died,  leaving  him  the 
farm,  which  he  had  worked  the  year  previously 


on  shares,  and  he  has  since  conducted  it  on  his 
own  account,  making  numerous  improvements 
on  the  place  in  the  passing  years.  From  time 
to  time  he  has  added  to  the  original  tract,  and 
now  has  1 50  acres,  which  he  cultivates  in  a sys- 
tematic manner,  deriving  a comfortable  income 
from  the  proceeds  of  his  work.  He  has  also 
engaged  to  some  extent  in  stock  dealing,  making 
a specialty  of  horses,  and  has  raised  some  fine 
drivers,  being  an  ardent  admirer  of  good  horse- 
flesh; he  owns  several  valuable  animals,  and  is  a 
prominent  and  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Green- 
wich Driving  Club,  which  has  done  much  to 
raise  interest  in  fine  horses  in  this  locality.  He 
is  a charter  member  of  the  Greenwich  Farmers 
Club,  and  is  always  found  foremost  among  the 
advocates  of  improvement  and  progress  in  his 
township,  where  he  is  regarded  by  all  as  a most 
substantial  citizen,  one  who  is  worthy  of  the 
respect  he  commands. 

On  April  28,  1875,  Mr.  Ferris  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Emily  Derby,  of  Round  Hill, 
who  was  born  at  that  place  in  1850,  the  daughter 
of  Edward  Derby.  They  have  always  lived  on 
I the  farm.  One  child  has  come  to  bless  this 
1 union,  Herbert  H.,  born  March  1,  1877,  who 's 
1 now  attending  college  at  Worcester,  Mass.  Mr. 

I Ferris  is.  a member  of  the  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.. 
i uniting  with  Banksville  Council  No.  86.  Polit- 
ically, he  follows  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father, 
being  a firm  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 

1 


TT^RANCIS  E.  WEED,  senior  member  of  the 
X*  firm  of  F.  E.  Weed  & Co.,  coal  and  lumber 
merchants  at  New  Canaan,  has  been  identified  in 
1 numerous  ways  with  the  business,  political,  and 
1 social  life  of  the  town  and  locality  where  he 
t makes  his  home,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  t's 
I most  valuable  and  enterprising  citizens.  He  was 
I born  in  New  Canaan,  November  26,  1841,  as 
i was  also  his  father;  his  grandfather,  Carey  Weed, 
j settled  on  a farm  here  at  an  early  date,  coming 
I from  Stamford. 

Carey  Weed  was  born  in  1782,  and  died 
November  9,  1842.  He  married  C-larrissa  St. 
John,  a native  of  New  Canaan,  and  by  her  had 
two  children:  Delia,  born  in  January,  1811,  in 

i New  Canaan,  who  married  Morris  Seeley  (he - 
i now  deceased);  and  William  H.  (father  of  Fran- 
i cis  E.),  born  April  23.  1813,  died  November  to. 
I 1863.  For  his  second  wife  Carey  Weed  marrte 

! Hannah  Reed,  and  they  had  one  child,  An- 
I drew  J.,  who  is  now  deceased. 

William  H.  Weed  spent  his  boyhood  in  t e 
I locality  of  his  birth,  where  he  attended  t ( 
I district  school,  and  was  reared  to  farm  he 
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When  a young  man  he  learned  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  hut  he  did  not  follow  it  long,  engaging  for 
the  most  part  in  farming,  and.  to  some  extent,  in 
butchering.  He  also  did  contract  work  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  making  cellars,  laying  stonewalls,  etc. 
On  January  27,  1837.  he  was  married  at  Pound 
Kidge,  N.  Y..  to  MaryE.  Hanford,  whose  father, 
Austin  Hanford,  died  in  the  service  during  the 
war  of  1812.  Seven  children  were  horn  to  this 
marriage,  a brief  record  of  whom  is  as  follows: 
Harriet,  horn  August  3,  1837.  died  September;, 
1852;  Julia  M..  born  December  23,  1S38.  is  liv- 
ing in  Norwalk.  Conn.;  Francis  L.  is  the  sub- 
ject proper  of  this  sketch;  William  A.,  born  Sep- 
tember 21.  1846.  died  June  9.  18(14;  Sarah  A. 
(twin  of  William),  born  September  2t,  184O, 
married  Pierre  Gentieu,  and  lives  in  Delaware; 
George  W. . born  February  22,  1850,  died  De- 
ember 19,  1873;  Emma  L.,  born  May  18,  1851, 
married  Julian  Burt,  and  died  September  19. 
1893.  The  father  of  this  family  belonged  to 
the  Connecticut  Militia,  and  was  a captain  in  the 
horse  artillery. 

brain  is  E.  Weed  was  reared  in  tfie  town  of 
New  Canaan,  and  there  received  his  education. 
He  began  active  life  at  an  early  age.  lor  when 
only  nine  >1  ars  old  he  was  working  out  bv  the 
month.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  fie  entered  the 
New  Canaan  post  office  under  postmaster  H.  B. 
Hoyt,  and  was  employed  there  continually  until 
the  Lincoln  administration.  During  the  early 
part  of  the  Civil  war,  he  went  down  to  Capt. 
Isaac  Hoyt  s farm,  in  Darien,  to  take  charge 
while  the  Captain  was  in  the  service,  but  in  the 
fall  of  1 soi,  not  satisfied  to  remain  at  home  at 
such  a tune,  he  himself  enlisted.  He  joined 
Company  B,  13th  Conn.  Vols. , under  Captain 
Comstock,  and  they  served  in  the  Department 
of  the  Gulf  until  the  last  year  of  the  war,  when 
they  were  tiansferred  to  Sheridan's  command, 
and  served  with  him  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
Mr.  Weed  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of 
Winchester,  \ a. , was  first  confined  in  Libby 
prison,  and  thence  taken  to  the  prison  on  Belle 
Isle,  and  Salisbury,  N.  C. ; he  was  paroled  at 
Goldsboro,  and  passed  into  the  Union  lines  at 
Wilmington,  N.  C..  just  after  the  capture  of 
Fort  F isitei.  He  was  a member  of  the  famous 

storming  column  at  Port  Hudson,  La.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  Red  river  expedition,  but  cons 
tinued  in  active  service  until  1865,  when  he  wa- 
mustered  out  at  Savannah,  Ga.  On  his  return 
to  New  Canaan  he  found  employment  with  the 
Hoyt  Manufacturing  Company  as  shirt  cutter, 
remaining  with  them  until  1868,  when  the  New 
Canaan  railroad  was  built,  and  he  was  made 
station  agent.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  duties 


of  agent  he  made  all  the  freight  contracts  for 
| the  New  Canaan  R.  R.,  and  acted  as  general 
I freight  and  ticket  agent,  retaining  this  position 
1 until  January  1,  1879,  when  the  road  went  into 
j the  hands  ol  a receiver.  In  1 880  he  embarked 
in  the  coal  and  lumber  business,  which  he  has 
1 ever  since  carried  on.  conducting  it  alone  until 
! May,  1SS2,  w hen  he  took  as  a partner  George  E. 

1 Lockwood,  the  firm  name  becoming  Weed  & 

1 Lockwood.  This  partnership  was  dissolved  in 
| 1 888,  and  in  August  of  that  year  Mr.  Weed 
| formed  another,  George  Kellogg  becoming  a 
1 member  ol  the  firm,  which  has  since  been  known 
1 as  F.  E.  Weed  Co.  They  do  a very  large 
! business,  and  have  side  tracks,  trestle  work  and 
j all  other  necessary  conveniences  to  facilitate  the 
| handling  and  shipping  of  their  stock. 

Mr.  Weed  has  been  quite  active  in  the  public 
life  of  the  community,  and  has  assisted  in  the 
local  government  in  various  capacities,  having 
been  honored  with  election  to  the  offices  of  select- 
man, assessor,  constable,  member  of  the  board 
of  relief,  and  justice  of  the  peace.  At  one  time 
he  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature, 

| and  he  has  in  all  these  positions  displayed  marked 
I ability  and  good  judgment  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties.  He  was  the  first  business  manager  of 
the  New  Canaan  Messenger,  and  then,  as  evei, 
gave  his  influence  and  support  to  all  worthy  and 
beneficial  measures  for  the  general  good.  He  is  at 
present  one  of  the  directors  of  the  New  Canaan 
Water  Works;  was  instrumental  in  reorganizing 
the  present  volunieer  Fire  Department,  and  was 
its  first  president.  He  is  president  of  the  New 
Canaan  Savings  Bank.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Weed 
is  a prominent  member  of  W'ooster  Lodge  No.  37, 
I.  O.  O.  F. ; of  Harmony  Lodge  No.  67,  F.  & A. 

J M.,  of  which  for  six  years  he  has  been  master; 

I and  of  S.  P.  Ferris  Post  No.  61,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
| which  he  was  first  commander. 

Mr.  Weed  was  married  April  3,  1867,  in  South 
Norwalk,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Martha  J.  Brush,  who 
was  born  September  7,  1845,  and  two  children 
I have  blessed  their  union,  viz.:  William  Francis, 
born  January  31.  1873,  now  an  artist  and  a pro- 
' fessional  illustrator;  and  Bertha  G.,  born  April 
j 2 5.  1875,  who  died  July  9,  1880.  The  family 
! worship  at  the  New  Canaan  Episcopal  Church, 
j of  which  Mr.  Weed  is  a member  and  vestryman, 
and  for  a number  of  years  was  superintendent  of 
j the  Sunday-school. 

Mrs.  Weed's  great-great-grandparents  were 
I Thomas  and  Lucy  (Ball)  Brush,  the  latter  of 
1 whom  was  a daughter  of  Capt.  Allen  Ball.  The 
I great-grandparents  were  Eliphalet  and  Eunice 
! Hall  (Lee)  Brush.  Her  grandfather  was  named 
i Arza  Brush,  while  her  father  was  Henry  Chap- 
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man  Brush.  He  was  born  February  16,  1820, 
and  died  at  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  April  26,  1897. 
Her  mother,  Clarissa  (St.  John),  was  born  Janu- 
ary 1 8,  1S20,  and  died  December  22,  1 888. 


HiEUBEN  MOORE  GIBBS,  a well-known 

!_  merchant  of  Bethel,  Fairfield  county,  is  of 

the  eighth  generation  in  direct  descent  from  the 
noted  pioneer,  Giles  Gibbs,  who  was  among  the 
earliest  settlers  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  corning  from 
Dorchester,  England,  in  1633,  and  after  a short 
residence  at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  locating  at 
Windsor,  where  he  died  in  May,  1641. 

The  line  is  traced  as  follows  through  a list  of 
ancestors  whose  high  character  has  made  the 
name  an  honored  one  in  various  fields  of  effort: 
(2'  Samuel  Gibbs,  born  at  Windsor,  died  there 
February  8,  1719.  (3)  Benjamin  Gibbs,  who 

was  born  at  Windsor  in  1675.  made  his  per- 
manent home  at  Litchfield;  he  married  Abigail 
Marshall  in  1708.  (4)  Gershom  Gibbs,  who  was 

born  at  Litchfield  in  July,  1721,  was  the  first 
white  male  child  born  there;  he  married  Tabitha 
Moore.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  served 
as  a soldier  under  Captain  Beebe  and  on  Novem- 
ber 16,  1776,  he  was  captured  by  the  British 
while  defending  Fort  Washington,  near  New 
York  City.  He  died  on  December  29.  of  that 
year,  on  board  a prison  ship.  His  brother  Caleb 
also  fought  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  was  first 
commander  of  General  Washington's  Life  Guards, 
(j'l  Moore  Gibbs,  who  was  born  at  Litchfield, 
January  12,  1751,  was  married  in  New  Britain, 
Conn.,  on  June  29,  1786,  to  Patience  Skeels;  he 
died  in  1844  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three 
years.  (6)  Reuben  Marshall  Gibbs,  our  sub- 
ject's grandfather,  was  born  at  Litchfield,  March 
14,  1794.  and  after  attaining  manhood's  estate 
located  at  Kent,  Conn.,  where  he  died  August 
22,  1871.  His  wife  was  Catherine  Cole.  In 
1S12  he  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-second  Regiment 
Connecticut  Militia,  under  Capt.  David  Scott, 
and  did  gallant  service.  (7)  Marshall  Cole  Gibbs, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Litchfield, 
October  20,  1820,  but  he  has  been  spending  his 
later  vears  at  Kent,  Conn.,  where  he  still  lives. 
He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  was  repre- 
sentative to  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
in  which  he  held  the  office  of  deacon  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Ann  Yale,  a descendant  of  Elihu  Yale. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 20,  i860,  at  New  Haven,  but  his  educa- 
tion  was  obtained  in  Kent,  Conn.,  where  he  at- 
tended the  public  schools  for  a time  and  then 


took  a course  in  the  Cottage  Seminary.  Later 
he  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  that  town,  and 
he  has  always  manifested  great  interest  in  edu- 
cational work,  having  served  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  school  visitors  at  Kent.  In  the  spring 
of  1887  he  engaged  in  a general  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Kent,  and  in  1891  he  went  to  Derby, 
Conn.,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Dunbar  & 
Gibbs.  This  partnership  was  dissolved  at  the 
end  of  two  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1893  he 
located  at  Bethel  where  he  has  ever  since  been 
engaged  in  the  business  as  a general  merchant. 
His  success  has  been  remarkable,  his  business 
now  occupying  two  stores  at  Nos.  73  and  7$ 
Center  street. 

On  November  20,  1890,  Mr.  Gibbs  was  mar- 
ried in  Brookfield,  this  county,  to  Miss  Mary 
Adelaide  Bradley,  a native  of  Litchfield.  The 
union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children- 
Mary  Lemyra,  born  October  I,  1891 ; Marshall 
Bradley,  February  16,  1894,  and  Dorothy  Yale, 
January  13,  1896.  The  family  is  identified  with 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Kent. 


MILLS  H.  HUSTED.  For  more  than  one 
_ _ hundred  and  fifty  years  the  Husted  family, 
through  six  generations,  have  been  residents  ol 
the  town  of  Greenwich,  Fairfield  county,  and 
he  whose  name  opens  this  review,  one  of  the 
substantial  farmers  of  the  town,  is  of  the  sixth 
generation  who  have  occupied  the  same  farm. 

Born  on  this  farm  on  Independence  Day, 
i860,  Mr.  Husted  has  descended  from  one  Angel 

Husted,  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in  Fairfield 
county,  through  the  family  line  in  the  following 
order:  Peter,  Aaron  and"  Mills  H.  Peter  was 

born  in  May,  1742,  was  married  in  1768  to  Eu- 
nice Lyon,  who  was  born  April  1,  1750.  in  North 
Street,  daughter  of  Job  Lyon,  also  of  North 
Street,  and  a sister  to  Isaac  Lyon,  a well-known 
citizen  of  his  time.  To  the  marriage  were  born: 
Amos,  December  2,  1769,  died  when  young. 
Cynthia,  September  22,  1770,  married  Husted 
Hobby;  Peter,  October  11,  1772;  Elnatban. 
January  1 6,  1775;  Moses,  December  19.  1/7^ 
Aaron  (grandfather  of  our  subject);  Caleb.  March 
2,  1782;  Eunice,  January  24,  1784,  became  the 
second  wife  of  Thomas  Green;  andEsbon,  Janu- 
ary 25,  1787,  died  September  19,  t/92- 
father  of  these  was  a farmer,  and  his  sons  were 
tailors,  shoemakers  and  merchants.  He  was 
buried  in  the  Husted  cemetery  on  the  farm,  near 
Greenwich. 

Of  his  sons,  Aaron  Husted,  born  on  the  farm 
of  his  father,  and  where  his  father  before  him 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


899 


was  Lorn,  married  Amy  Hobby,  and  they  had 
children  as  follows:  Amos,  Silas,  Job.  Emily. 

Harriet  and  Mills  11  Of  these,  Amos  died  when 
young;  Silas  was  a farmer,  married  a Miss  Mar- 
tha Mead,  daughter  of  Jabez  Mead,  of  Green- 
wich. and  died  in  Greenwich;  Job  married  a 
Miss  Eltna  Brush.  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Sarah  Brush.  Emily  and  Harriet  never  married. 
The  fat  her  of  these,  who  lived  to  old  age.  was 
identified  with  the  C ongitgational  Church,  and 
was  buried  in  a private  tuirymg  ground  on  the 
homestead.  He  was  fond  of  horses,  and  kept 
the  best.  He  was  a good  farmer  and  citizen, 
and  reared  his  children  to  adorn  snouts.  All 
three  of  his  sons  who  reached  mature  are  en- 
gaged in  (arming. 

Mills  H.  linked  (father  of  our  subiecti  was 
reared  on  the  old  Husted  farm,  the  place  of  his 
birth,  which  o<  ourred  November  28.  182:  He 

attended  the  district  sr  bools  of  his  neighborhood 
and  later  went  to  Greenwich  Academy.  He  was 
the  youngest  of  the  children  by  seven  years,  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  and  lived  all  his  life- 
time then  He  was  a pious  Christian  man, 
greatly  beloved  for  his  exemplary  life  and  kindly 
ways  He  was  a member  of  and  an  official  in  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  was  often  a delegate 
to  their  Assemblies  He  understood  farming 
thoroughly,  was  a good  business  man.  and  accu- 
mulated a competence.  He,  too,  was  fond  of 
horses,  and  his  animals  were  of  the  best,  and 
were  well  kept.  Politically,  he  was  a Republican. 
His  death  occurred  October  to.  )8(»i,  after  a 
spinal  affection  of  years  standing.  He  was 
buried  in  a private  burying  giotind  on  his 
farm,  but  later  his  remains  were  removed  to 
Putnam  cemetery.  He  was  twice  married,  first 
to  Mary  Brush,  who  was  born  in  Indiana,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Edward  and  Sarah  (IngersolH  Brush, 
a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere.  She  died 
childless,  was  buried  in  a private  burying  ground, 
but  afterward  removed  to  Putnam  cemetery. 
For  Ins  second  wife  Mills  H.  Husted  married, 
December  16.  1856,  Miss  Henrietta  Brown,  born 
August  10.  1839,  in  the  town  of  Gree  nwich,  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Sally  J.  (Brundage) 
Brown.  Her  father,  David  Brown,  was  a son  of 
William  Brown,  and  the  mother  was  a daughter 
of  Jonah  Brundage.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Husted  and  Miss  Brown  were  born:  Harriet, 

December  27.  1837.  now  Mrs.  James  G.  Wilson, 
of  Greenwich;  and  Mills  H.,  our  subject,  referred 
to  again  farther  on.  Ever  since  the  death  of  the 
father  of  these,  his  widow,  who  is  a good  busi- 
ness woman,  has  managed  his  business  affairs 
well.  .She  was  reared  in  Greenwich,  where  she 
attended  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 


also  private  schools,  and  although  but  compara- 
, tively  a girl  when  leit  a widow,  she  showed  tact 
and  at  once  developed  remarkable  business 
' ability.  She  has  been  a most  kind  and  indulgent 
mother,  and  is  greatly  esteemed  by  her  many 
, friends  and  acquaintances  for  her  many  virtues. 

She  is  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

' Great  credit  is  due  her  lor  the  successful  manage- 
ment of  the  estate  of  her  husband.  She  has 
assisted  her  two  children  in  getting  settled  in 
. comfortable  homes. 

Mills  H.  Husted,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  on  the  homestead.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Greenw  ich,  then  went  to  Greenwich 
Academy  under  the  priricipalship  of  Prof.  Web- 
ster. The  only  son.  and  his  lather  dying  when  he 
was  but  one  year  old,  the  lad  soon  felt  that  much 
responsibility  rested  on  him,  and  he  early  relieved 
1 his  mother  of  as  much  of  the  management  of 
the  farm  as  he  could.  At  thirteen  he  was  able 
to  do  almost  a man's  work,  and  at  fifteen  he 
carried  on  the  farm.  Born,  reared  and  ever 
I lived  upon  the  same  larm,  occupied  in  agricult- 
1 ural  pursuits,  he  has  had  a quiet  and  honorable 
I life.  On  April  29,  1885,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
1 Abby  L.  Smith,  who  was  born  June  I,  1864.  at 
1 Port  Chester,  a daughter  of  Edmund  L.  and 
! Adaline  (Ritch)  Smith,  both  of  whom  died  in 
1886.  the  father  on  April  17,  and  the  mother  on 
March  3.  To  the  marriage  of  our  subject  and 
I wife  have  been  born:  Adaline  S.,  March  7, 

| 1886.  arid  Mills  H.,  Jr.,  January  9,  1890.  The 

j father  of  these  is  one  of  the  esteemed  and 

1 respected  citizens  of  the  community  in  which  he 

' resides.  Politically,  he  is  a Democrat.  The 
1 wife  and  mother  is  identified  with  the  Congrega- 
i tional  Church. 


E 


PHRAIM  THOME! 


rew  business  men 
- '4  have  shown  greater  versatility  than  has  this 
enterprising  resident  of  Rowayton,  Fairfield  coun- 
ty, who  after  some  years  of  successful  effort  as  a 
merchant,  real-estate  dealer  and  insurance  agent 
in  that  pleasant  village  has  engaged  in  contract- 
ing and  building,  with  an  office  at  South  Nor- 
walk. Although  his  varied  lines  of  work  have 
necessarily  required  close  attention,  he  has  also 
found  time  to  take  a prominent  part  in  lo- 
cal affairs,  and  his  well-known  ability  and  energy 
have  been  called  into  service  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, who  have  kept  him  continuously  in  office 
as  selectman  for  five  years  past. 

Mr.  Thornes  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock, 
his  ancestors  having  located  in  Maine  at  an  early 
date.  Samuel  Thornes,  his  grandfather,  lived  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death  at  Westbrook,  a suburb 
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of  Portland,  Maine.  Augustus  Thornes,  our  sub-  | 
ject’s  father,  was  born  in  Portland,  Maine,  and  | 
spent  his  youth  there,  going  to  New  York  City  | 
when  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  engaged  in  the  | 
retail  grocery  business  in  New  York  in  early  ! 
manhood,  and  later  came  to  Rowayton  to  con-  ] 
tinue  the  same  occupation.  In  politics  he  was 
first  a Whig,  afterward  a Republican,  and  as  a 
citizen  he  commanded  the  respect  of  all  who 
knew  him.  His  wife,  Ann  Hoyt,  was  a daughter 
of  Stephen  Hoyt,  and  a member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families.  Of  the  five  children  of  this  es- 
timable couple  our  subject  is  now  the  only  sur- 
vivor. 

Mr.  Thornes  was  born  in  Rowayton,  Febru- 
ary 7,  1860,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in 
the  schools  of  the  locality.  At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years  he  became  assistant  postmaster  of  the 
village.  At  twenty-one  he  was  appointed  as  the 
head  of  the  office,  and  this  position  he  held 
some  twelve  years.  During  this  time  he  was 
employed  for  ten  years  by  the  New  Haven  Rail- 
road Company  as  ticket  and  freight  agent,  being 
at  the  time  the  youngest  agent  in  their  employ, 
beginning  when  he  was  nineteen.  In  the  later 
years  of  his  term  as  postmaster  he  conducted  an 
extensive  business  as  a dealer  in  coal,  wood, 
brick,  lime,  cement,  feed,  grain,  baled  hay  and 
straw  and  peat  moss  stable  bedding.  In  addi- 
tion, he  represented  several  leading  fire,  life  and 
marine  insurance  companies,  and  also  dealt  in 
real  estate.  During  this  period  he  held  the  po- 
sition of  notary  public.  In  1896  Mr.  Thornes 
sold  out  his  business  and  opened  an  office  in 
South  Norwalk,  where  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  a contracting  business,  making  a spe- 
cialty of  large  enterprises,  such  as  the  construc- 
tion of  bridges  and  docks. 

As  has  been  said,  Mr.  Thornes  takes  an  active 
part  in  local  politics,  and  he  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing advisers  in  the  Republican  organization  of 
his  towm.  In  1894  he  was  chosen  selectman, 
and  his  efficient  work  in  that  office  has  w»on  ap- 
proval from  all  parties.  His  wife,  who  was 
formerly  Miss  Kate  Gleason,  was  born  in  Pitts- 
field, Mass.,  November  25,  1863.  Their  pleas- 
ant home  at  Rowayton  is  brightened  by  two  chil- 
dren, Ruth  and  Russell.  Socially,  the  family  is 
prominent,  and  Mr.  Thornes  is  a member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Old  Well 
Lodge  of  Freemasons. 


JfEREMlAH  MILLER,  a leading  merchant  at 
Springdale,  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  that  local- 
ity, and  is  held  in  high  esteem  for  his  ability, 


sound  judgment  and  many  excellent  qualities  of 
character.  He  is  a man  of  much  energy,  and  in 
addition  to  his  mercantile  business  he  acts  as 
postmaster  of  the  village,  and  also  holds  the  posi- 
tion of  ticket  agent  and  baggage  master  for  the 
New  Canaan  branch  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  & Hartford  road  at  that  point. 

Mr.  Miller’s  ancestors  were  identified  at  times 
with  Fairfield  county,  and  his  grandfather,  Aha 
Miller,  a native  of  Cross  River,  Westchester  Co., 
N.  Y. , resided  for  many  years  in  the  town  of  Da- 
rien, where  he  was  engaged  in  the  shoemakers 
trade.  He  died  in  1891,  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Nancy  Jane  Loder,  passed 
away  in  1892. 

The  late  Lewis  B.  Miller,  our  subject’s  fatbei, 
was  born  at  Cross  River,  N.  Y. , and  his  early 
life  was  spent  in  New  York  City,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  in  early  manhood. 
Later  he  removed  to  Darien,  Fairfield  county, 
and  for  some  time  was  interested  in  the  shoe 
business  there,  but  during  the  last  two  years  of 
his  life  he  resided  with  his  son  at  Springdale  and 
assisted  in  the  work  of  the  store.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat,  and  socially  he  was  connected 
with  Rippowam  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  at  Stam- 
ford, for  many  years.  He  married  Miss  Louisa 
Bell,  daughter  of  Harmon  Bell,  a well-known 
resident  of  New  Canaan,  this  county,  and  the 
following  children  were  born  of  the  union:  Ellen 
L. , wife  of  A.  B.  Knapp,  of  Springdale;  Jere- 
miah, our  subject;  and  Mary  Amelia,  wile  of 
George  C.  Wilser,  of  Darien.  The  father  passed 
to  the  unseen  life  July  5,  1896,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years.  The  mother  is  still  living  on 
the  old  homestead  at  Springdale. 

Jeremiah  Miller  was  born  September  21. 
i860,  in  the  town  of  Darien,  and  his  youth  was 
spent  there  and  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  the  dis- 
trict schools  affording  him  a practical  education 
As  a boy  he  became  familiar  with  farm  work 

and  later  he  learned  the  shoe-cutting  trade  with 

J.  L.  Tracy  & Son,  at  Stamford,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  exactly  three  years  and  seven  months, 
but  as  it  was  not  congenial  he  decided  to  engage 
in  the  grocery  business  at  Springdale,  where  h: 
opened  his  store  on  May  2,  1883.  Since  that 
time  he  has  occupied  three  different  stores  m 
Springdale,  and  on  November  5,  1896,  his  esta  - 
lishment  was  robbed  and  then  destroyed  by  hjy 
He  at  once  rebuilt  at  the  same  location,  and  his 
present  store  is  a well- arranged  brick  building 
25  x 70  feet.  For  five  or  six  years  Mr.  Milter 
served  as  assistant  postmaster  at  the  village,  a11' 
in  1893  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  which  p1 
sition  he  has  since  filled  with  credit  to  bimse 
and  satisfaction  to  the  people. 
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Mr.  Miller  was  married,  in  1890,  in  the  town  > present  provision  business  in  the  village  of 
of  Stamford,  to  Miss  Florence  Strang,  daughter  l Fairfield,  which  he  has  since  carried  on  con- 

of  J.  B.  Strang,  a prominent  resident  of  that  io-  1 tmuously  with  the  exception  of  brief  intervals 

cality,  and  one  son,  Kobert,  brightens  their  ' during  which  he  was  farming.  From  1874  to 
home.  1 1878  he  conducted  a grocery  business  on  the 

— — - 1 corner  of  Spring  and  Sanford  avenues.  He  re- 

• sides  at  Mill  Plain,  where  he  erected  a comforta- 

0 LIVER  C.  JENNINGS,  treasurer  of  the  ble  home  with  commodious  outbuildings. 

town  of  Fairfield,  and  the  leading  pro-  On  February  to,  1858.  Horace  Jennings 
vision  dealer  in  the  village  of  Fairfield,  is  one  of  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  H.  Morris,  of 
the  wide-awake,  progressive  business  men  of  the  i Litchfield  county.  Conn.,  a daughter  of  Garry 
community.  I Morris,  and  children  as  follows  were  born  to 

A native  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Jennings  was  them:  Hattie  and  Helen  (twins),  the  former 

born  August  2S,  1863,  at  Mill  Plain,  Fairfield  1 vet  at  home,  the  latter  being  the  wife  of 

county,  a son  of  Horace  and  Helen  (Morris)  Jen-  1 Thomas  Forsyth,  of  Fairfield;  Annie,  at  home; 
nings,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  April  4.  1 and  Oliver  C.,  our  subject.  The  mother  is  a 
1836,  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  a son  of  Nehe-  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  poli- 
rniah  and  Abigail  Platt  (baumlers-Meeken  Jen-  1 tics  the  father  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  in 
nings.  [See  sketch  of  C.  A.  Meeker.]  Nehe-  ! State  and  local  affairs  he  casts  his  ballot  for  the 
miah  Jennings  was  born  at  Redding.  Conn.,  in  i best  man,  irrespective  of  party.  For  three  years 
1780.  He  was  three  times  married,  his  third  ! he  .served  the  borough  as  selectman,  and  is  looked 
wife  being  the  widow  of  Aaron  Meeker.  She  upon  and  respected  as  a good  citizen  and  a true 
was  born  in  Westport.  Conn.,  a daughter  of  ! friend. 

Thomas  Saunders.  Nehemiah  followed  the  Oliver  C.  Jennings,  whose  name  introduces 
butchering  business  for  many  years,  and  when  I this  sketch,  received  a liberal  district-school  edu- 
fie  had  attained  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  i cation  in  Fairfield,  one  of  his  earlier  teachers  be- 
years  he  still  ran  a meat  wagon — in  lact,  till  1 ing  Miss  Kate  Peet  (now  Mrs.  Burr  Perry).  Aft- 
within  a few  months  of  his  death,  which  occurred  er  leaving  school  heat  once  commenced  to  assist 
July  28,  1868,  when  he  was  about  eighty-eight,  I his  father  in  the  butchering  and  provision  trade, 
he  was  still  an  active  business  man.  His  last  I and  has  ever  since  been  associated  with  him  in 
wife  lived  to  within  a month  of  being  ninety  1 the  former  line.  In  1893  he  embarked  in  his 
years  old,  dying  January  29.  1895,  and  they  ( present  provision  business,  the  leading  one  in 
now  rest  side  by  side  in  the  Oak  Lawn  cemetery.  I Fairfield. 

Their  children  were  as  follows:  Horace,  father  On  April  jo,  1889,  Oliver  C.  Jennings  was 

of  our  subject ; Stephen,  conducting  a butcher-  1 married  to  Miss  Sarah  S.  Forsyth,  who  was  born 
ing  business  in  1 airfield;  Mary,  who  married  I in  Hyde  Park,  Dutchess  Co..  N.  V.,  a daughter 
George  Banks,  and  died  in  Fairfield;  Nehemiah,  1 of  John  and  Sarah  (Arthur)  Forsyth,  and  three 
a provision  dealer  of  Southport;  and  Jane,  de-  1 children  have  come  to  brighten  their  home: 
ceased  wife  of  William  Morris,  of  Southport.  | Amy.  Elsie  and  Ruth.  Mrs.  Jennings  is  a mem- 
Grandfather  Jennings  was  a Whig  and  Repub-  ; ber  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Fairfield, 
lican  in  politics;  in  religious  faith  the  grand-  ' Socially,  Mr.  Jennings  is  affiliated  with  Pequon- 
mother  was  a Methodist.  1 nock  Lodge  No.  4,  I.  O.  O.  F..  at  Bridgeport;  in 

Horace  Jennings,  f at  her  of  the  subject  of  1 politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  July  1, 
this  sketch,  secured  a liberal  common-school  ed-  , 1897,  he  was  appointed  town  treasurer  of  Fair- 
ucation  in  the  village  of  Fairfield,  Moses  Betts,  field,  while  in  the  following  October  he  was  elect- 
being one  of  his  earliest  teachers;  but  after  he  ed  to  succeed  himself.  Asa  good  business  man, 
was  fourteen  years  old  he  saw  little  of  the  in-  well-known,  popular  and  highly  esteemed,  he 
side  of  any  school.  At  Birmingham,  Conn.,  he  has  all  the  promises  of  a yet  brighter  future. 

commenced  learning  a trade,  which  after  a few  

years,  however,  he  abandoned,  and  he  then  re- 
turned home,  remaining  there  until  he  was  I Tj^LGIN  S.  ANDREWS,  one  of  the  younger 
twenty-one,  assisting  his  father  in  driving  the  , progressive  manufacturers  and  wide-awake 
meat  wagon,  etc.  He  then  opened  out  a meat  1 citizens  of  Bethel,  Fairfield  county,  is  a native 
market  in  Southport,  on  a small  scale,  which  he  , of  Connecticut,  born  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  Jan- 
successfullv conducted  for  several  years,  in  which  uary  9,  i860. 

enterprise  he  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  Nehe-  George  A.  Andrews,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
miah.  Horace  then,  in  1866,  established  his  1 born  in  the  town  of  Bethel,  in  1 824,  a son  of  An- 
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drew  and  Huldah  (Stowe)  Andrews,  respectable 
fanning  people  of  that  locality.  They  were  the 
parents  of  children  as  follows:  Henry  (deceased) 
was  a farmer  of  Roxbury,  Conn.;  Andrew  (de- 
ceased) was  a hatter  by  trade;  Eden  (deceased) 
was  a resident  of  Danbury  township,  and  a hat- 
ter bv  trade:  William  (deceased)  was  an  engineer 
of  Cheshire,  Conn.;  Thomas  died  young;  George 
A.  was  the  father  of  our  subject;  Eliza  (deceased) 
married  Ezra  White;  Mary  Ann,  of  Bridgeport, 
married  Benj.  Ray;  and  Emily  (deceased)  mar- 
ried Moses  Parsons.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  March  31,  1893. 

George  A.  Andrews  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Bethel,  and  was  reared  by  his  uncle  Thomas 
until  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  hatter 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Moses  Parsons,  at  Sandy 
Hook,  town  of  Newtown.  There  he  remained 
until  his  marriage,  at  which  time  he  commenced 
in  the  hat-manufacturing  business  for  his  own 
account  at  Sandy  Hook.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Danbury,  and  became 
foreman  for  E.  A.  Mallory  & Son,  with  whom 
he  remained  several  years:  then  moved  to  Great 
Plain,  in  the  town  of  Danbury,  where  he  acted 
as  foreman  for  a time  in  the  Nichols  Hat  Fac- 
tory at  Bethel,  after  which  he  started  a small  hat 
factory  at  Great  Plains.  In  1887  he  moved  to 
Bethel,  and  became  foreman  for  Charles  Smith, 
manufacturer  of  ladies’  hats;  at  the  end  of  four 
years  he  worked  a short  time  for  Judd  & Co., 
later  in  the  factory  of  Andrews,  MacKenzie  & Co. 
at  Bethel,  Connecticut. 

In  1848  George  A.  Andrews  was  married  to 
Nancy  Sherman,  daughter  of  Harry  Sherman, 
comb  manufacturer  and  truckman  for  the  Rub- 
ber Factory  at  Sandy  Hook.  Children  as  fol- 
lows were  born  to  this  union:  George  Edwin, 

now  a resident  of  Bethel,  married  Gertrude 
Ricks,  and  had  the  following  children — Stephen 
D.,  Harry  and  Alice;  Carrie  married  George 
Ferry,  and  resides  in  Bethel,  they  .have  one 
child — Bertha;  Elgin  S.  is  our  subject;  Jennie 
married  Leonard  Judd,  and  lives  in  Bethel,  they 
have  two  children — Emma,  and  Julius  (of  Judd  &• 
Co.);  Frederick  T.  married  Carrie  Klinzing,  and 
resides  in  Bethel,  they  have  two  children — Hazel 
and  Pauline;  Gertrude  and  Clifford  both  reside  in 
Bethel.  In  politics  George  A.  Andrews  was  a 
Republican,  and  while  a resident  of  Great  Plain 
he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace. 

Elgin  S.  Andrews,  whose  name  introduces 
these  lines,  received  his  education  at  the  New 
Street  public  schools  in  Danbury,  and  learned 
the  hatter's  trade  with  his  father  at  Great  Plain, 
after  which  he  worked  for  Judd  & Co.,  Lane  & 
Short,  Charles  Smith,  and  F.  W.  Smith  & Co., 


I consecutively.  Between  the  time  he  was  with 
I the  last  two  firms  mentioned  Mr.  Andrews  con- 
I ducted  an  orchestra,  and  gave  violin  lessons. 

]n  June,  1886,  our  subject  commenced  build- 
I ing  the  small  hat  factory  that  is  now  a part  of  his 
I present  plant,  and  engaged  in  business  under  the 
1 firm  name  of  Andrews,  MacKenzie  & Co.  (E.  S. 

I Andrews,  F.  W.  and  H.  E.  MacKenzie).  In 
I May,  1894,  the  firm  name  became  Andrews, 

| MacKenzie  & Durant,  changed  November  27, 
j 1S95,  to  Durant  & Andrews.  The  firm  mami- 
I facture  stiff  hats  only,  and  are  doing  a thriving 
| business. 

On  December  10,  1879,  Elgin  S.  Andrews 

■ was  married  to  Lauretta  Ray,  daughter  of  George 

i and  Emily  (Lloyd)  Ray,  and  a native  of  Sandy 
I Hook,  in  the  town  of  Newtown.  Four  children 
! have  blessed  this  union:  Emma  Ray,  Eudora 

I N\.  Lauretta  and  Lillian.  In  religious  faith  Mr. 

1 Andrews  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at 
i Bethel;  in  politics  he  is  a Republican;  in  social 
1 affiliation  he  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M., 

I Eureka  Lodge  No.  83,  and  of  Eureka  Chapter 
1 at  Danbury;  and  member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  Put- 
1 nam  Lodge,  at  Bethel.  His  residence  is  on  Grant 

■ street.  Bethel,  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  en- 
! joy  alike  the  respect  of  a wide  circle  of  friends. 


WILLIAM  F,  SHERIDAN,  a well-known 
citizen  of  Bridgeport,  has  been  for  some 
1 time  extensively  engaged  in  business  as  a whole- 

; sale  and  retail  dealer  in  wines  and  liquors,  and  his 

1 store,  at  the  corner  of  Middle  and  Golden  Hill 
1 streets,  is  one  of  the  leading  establishments  of  the 
i kind  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  born  in  Bridgeport  July  27. 

) i860,  and  is  of  Irish  ancestry.  Frank  Sheridan, 

I his  grandfather,  a native  of  Ireland,  came  to  the 
I United  States  many  years  ago,  and  his  death 
I occurred  in  Bridgeport. 

John  Sheridan,  our  subject’s  father,  was  bom 
I in  County  West  Meath,  Ireland,  and  came  to 
j America  in  early  manhood,  locating  in  Bridge- 
I port,  where  he  died  December  8,  1885.  He 
1 married  Miss  Bridget  Kennedy,  of  Bridgeport,  who 
1 survives  him,  and  of  their  six  children  five  are 
! living:  William  F.,  the  eldest,  is  the  subject  of 
I this  sketch;  Mary  Ann  married  Harry  Bliss,  who 

is  in  the  employ  of  the  Eaton-Coe-Burnham 
i Company,  of  Bridgeport;  John  is  connected  with 
I the  Haves  fish  market  in  Bridgeport;  Miss  Katie 
is  at  home;  Thomas,  a plumber  by  trade,  went 
1 to  Santiago,  Cuba,  as  a member  of  Company  L, 
1 United  States  Volunteer  Engineers;  and  Michael 
| is  deceased.  . 

During  his  youth  our  subject  attended  schoo 
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in  Bri dgtq  °rt.  and  at  the  ape  of  sixteen  his 
faiher  started  him  in  business  as  a peddler  of 
fruits.  This  work  he  continued  successfully  for 
nine  \ears,  and  he  then  tended  bar  for  Samuel 
Merritt  for  two  tears.  Wishtnp  to  return  to  his 
firmer  business,  fie  entered  into  partnership  wit  h 
John  H.  Kush,  under  the  firm  name  of  Sheridan 
ti  Kush,  and  on  t he  dissolution  of  the  firm  a year 
later  Mr.  Sheridan  took  a position  as  bartender 
with  Mi. ran  <Sr  McCoy,  remaining  fixe  years.  In 
i Soo  he  established  himself  in  his  pit  sent  store, 
where  fie  has  since  carried  on  an  extensive  trade. 
Politically,  tie  is  an  Independent,  and  he  and  his 
wile  ate  prominent  members  of  the  Catholic 
Cfmrch  in  Bridgeport  On  October  2,  |88„\  tie 
married  Mss  Bridpet  E.  Cannon,  daughter  of 
Thomas  ( annori.  of  Bridgeport,  and  one  child, 
Cathnne  V..  brightens  their  home 

FORGE  T.  KELLY  This  well-known  resi- 
dent of  Bridpi  port  fias  pained  lor  hinmelf 
an  honorable  place  in  business  circles  tfirouph 
the  exercise  of  t fie  old-fashioned  qualities  of 
thrift  and  industry,  and  his  frequent  election  to 
positions  o|  trust  and  responsibility  sluuo  the 
high  appreciation  in  which  tie  is  held  among  his 
fellow  citizens 

Mr.  Kelly  is  of  Irish  blood,  and  his  father, 
Tem-nre  Kelly,  was  born  in  County  Tipperary.  1 
Ireland,  win  hoc  fie  came  to  America  hi  early 
manhood,  and  lor  many  years  was  employed  on 
the  Naugatuck  division  of  tfie  New  York.  New  , 
Haven  & Hartford  railroad,  his  home  being  in 
Bridgeport,  where  he  died  in  1862.  He  married 
Miss  Bridget  Stapleton,  sister  of  George  Staple- 
ton,  of  Bridgeport,  and  she  afterward  married  ' 
Edward  O’Neil,  and  resides  in  Bridgeport  To 
Terrence  and  Bridget  Kelly  two  children  were  ! 
born:  Johanna,  wife  of  John  Kiley.  of  Bridge-  | 
port,  and  George  T.,  of  this  sketch. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  23,  i860.  in  , 
Bridgeport,  where  he  received  his  early  educa-  , 
lion  in  the  Grand  street  and  Island  Brook  schools.  1 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began  working  for  his  , 
stepfather.  Edward  O'Neil,  in  the  trucking  busi- 
ness, and  when  twenty-five  years  old  he  engaged 
in  a similar  business  on  his  own  account  in  part-  1 
nership  with  a half-brother,  Michael  O'Neil. 
They  continued  under  the  firm  name  of  O'Neil  & 
Kelly  until  December  1,  1S97.  when  Mr.  Kelly 
purchased  his  partner's  interest,  and  he  has  since 
conducted  the  business  a!c>ne,  enjoying  art  exten- 
sive general  trade.  On  November  2 1 , 1887.  he 
married  Miss  Catherine  J.  K Ilian,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Killian,  a well-known  citizen  of  Bridge- 
port. Mr.  Kelly  and  his  wife  are  popular  so-  , 


daily,  and  are  both  active  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church  in  Bridgeport.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  various  fraternal  organizations,  in- 
cluding the  Order  of  Foresters  of  America,  the 
E.  C.  & B Relief  Association,  the  Catholic  Be- 
nevolent Legion  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
being  treasurer  of  the  latter.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  is  both  active  and  influential 
in  local  affairs.  In  1886,  '88,  '91  and  '92  he 
was  elected  councilman  lor  the  Fourth  ward, 
Bridgeport,  and  during  the  last  two  terms  he 
served  as  chairman  of  the  council.  In  1893  he 
was  elected  alderman,  and  in  all  the  positions  to 
which  he  has  been  chosen  he  has  discharged  his 
duty  to  the  public  with  ability  and  faithfulness. 

CHARLES  A ROWE,  who  has  been  engaged 
in  the  dairy  business  here  for  the  past  twelve 
\tars,  is  one  of  the  estimable  citizens  of  Fair- 
field  township,  and  has  resided  in  his  present 
home  there  since  the  fall  ol  1897. 

Mr.  Rowe  is  a native  of  Milan,  Dutchess  Co  , 
N.  Y..  born  April  27,  i860,  and  comes  horn  an 
old  and  highly  respected  family  of  that  rountv, 
of  German  extraction,  his  ancestors  belonging  to 
the  well-to-do  agricultural  class.  His  fat  her . 
Mark  Rowe,  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  son 
of  William  M.  Rowe,  a farmer,  and  grandson  of 
Mark  Rowe,  and  he  passed  his  entire  lile  iherc, 
engaged  in  farming  in  the  town  of  Milan.  He 
married  Susan  Squires,  who  was  born  in  Fair- 
field,  Conn.,  and  removed  with  her  parents,  |ohn 
and  Clarissa  Squires,  to  Dutchess  county.  Thev 
reared  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows: 
Adaline  C.  (Mrs.  Lewis  W.  Near),  of  Rhinebeck, 
N.  Y. ; Isophine  Mrs.  Brush  W.  Mott),  of  Pough- 
keepsie, N.  Y. ; Mary  S.,  unmarried,  who  lives 
in  Sira t field ; Henrietta  S.  (Mrs.  Nathaniel  L. 
Morehouse),  of  Milan,  N.  Y. ; Julia  C.,  unmar- 
ried, who  is  a resident  of  Stratfield;  John,  de- 
ceased in  childhood;  Charles  A.;  Frank  L..  liv- 
ing in  New  Springville,  Staten  Island;  and  Will- 
iam M..  of  Rhinebeck,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kowe  died  at  the  ages  of  sixty  and  fifty-eight 
years,  respectively,  leaving  a comfortable  prop- 
erty. He  was  a Democrat  in  political  sympa- 
thy. 

Charles  A.  Rowe  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  reached  his  majority,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Milan 
township,  Dutchess  county.  He  was  inducted 
into  the  mysteries  of  agriculture  under  his  father's 
tuition,  and  followed  same  for  some  time  after 
commencing  life  on  his  own  account,  when  a 
young  man  corning  to  Bridgeport.  Conn.,  where 
he  was  engaged  at  various  occupations.  Return- 
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ing  to  his  old  home,  he  remained  there  several  I born  April  i,  1699;  Major  Jabez  Hill,  bom  June 
months  and  then  proceeded  to  Weymouth.  Mass. , | 17,  1744,  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  army, 
where  he  was  employed  by  a dairyman  for  over  l who  married  Sarah  Read,  daughter  of  Col.  John 
a year,  following  which  he  again  came  to  Bridge-  Read,  for  whom  the  town  of  Redding,  Conn.,  was 
port,  and  for  a time  worked  as  a farm  hand.  By  named.  Jabez  and  Sarah  (Read)  Hill  had  three 
dint  of  economy  Mr.  Rowe  was,  in  the  fall  of  children:  Sarah,  John  Read  and  Moses.  John 

1886,  enabled  to  start  in  business  for  himself  as  I Read  Hill  settled  in  Redding  at  an  early  day,  and 
a dairyman,  and  he  has  continued  in  this  line  up  I became  one  of  its  best-known  and  wealthiest 
to  the  present  time  with  most  encouraging  sue-  residents,  carrying  on  the  manufacture  of  lime 
cess,  for  his  trade  has  increased  steadily  from  until  1823,  when  he  retired  from  active  business 
the  start.  As  his  capital  was  limited  he  com-  1 and  settled  at  the  homestead  of  his  maternal 
menced  on  a small  scale,  and  for  a number  of  1 grandfather,  Col.  John  Read,  living  there  until 
years  rented  property,  but  in  the  fall  of  1897  he  I his  death  in  1851.  On  March  23,  1 799,  he  married 
located  on  the  property  where  he  now  lives,  and  I Betsy,  daughter  of  Aaron  Sanford,  of  Redding, 
which  he  has  improved  materially  since  it  came  1 and  their  children  were:  Aaron  Sanford,  Moses, 

into  his  possession.  Mr.  Rowe’s  prosperity  has  William  Hawley,  Betsy,  John  Lee,  Moses, 
been  due  entirely  to  his  industrious,  steady  hab-  Lydia  and  Joseph.  John  Lee  Hill,  our  subject  s 
its,  and  his  perfect  integrity  in  his  dealings  with  grandfather,  was  born  June  15,  1810,  and  on 
all,  his  reputation  both  in  business  and  private  May  4,  1840,  married  Harriet  N.  Duncomb. 
life  being  unsullied.  Their  children  were:  William  Henry  and  Jo- 

On  October  12,  1897,  Mr.  Rowe  was  united  j sephine  E.,  both  living.  John  L.  Hill  died 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Schlump,  who  was  [ January  18,  1852,  his  wife  April  27,  1893. 
born  in  Stratford,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  William  Henry  Hill,  father  of  our  subject, 
Schlump.  One  child,  born  March  7,  1899,  and  1 was  born  May  1,  1845,  at  Redding.  On  October 
named  Helen  S..  graces  this  union.  Mrs.  Rowe  i 5,  1869.  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Hotch- 
is  a member  of  the  South  Congregational  Church  ! kiss,  a native  of  Sharon,  Conn,,  daughter  of  Fred- 
of  Bridgeport.  Fraternally.  Mr.  Rowe  unites  with  ! erick  A.  Hotchkiss,  who  in  his  early  years  was  a 
Adelphian  Lodge  No.  8o,  I.  O.  O.  F. . of  Bridge-  1 manufacturer  of  small  hardware  at  Sharon,  Conn, 
port,  and  the  Rebekah  auxiliary  to  that  lodge,  j Mrs.  Hill  died  October  1,  1886,  deeply  mourned 
He  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  political  faith,  but  | by  a large  circle  of  friends.  The  children  of  this 
in  voting  he  usually  selects  the  best  men,  regard-  1 union  were  John  R.,  our  subject;  Frederick  H., 
less  of  their  political  connection.  who  is  in  the  jewelry  business  at  Danbury,  Conn.; 

Carrie  L.,  deceased  ; and  Ernest  W.,  now  a stu- 
dent in  the  Wesleyan  College  at  Delaware,  Ohio. 

JrOHN  R.  HILL,  one  of  the  most  enterprising  William  Henry  Hill  is  a leading  agriculturist  of 
and  successful  merchants  of  Danbury,  Fair-  Redding.  He  is  known  throughout  the  State  as 
field  county,  is  a young  man  who  seems  des-  1 an  able  politician,  having  twice  represented  his 
tined  to  become  an  influential  factor  in  business  district  in  the  Legislature,  and  he  has  also  held  sev- 
circles.  Born  December  27,  1870,  he  has  already'  eral  important  township  offices,  serving  as  treas- 
“made  his  mark”  at  an  age  when  many  men  urer,  clerk,  and  as  first  selectman.  His  influence 
have  hardly  determined  upon  their  course  in  life.  has  always  been  given  to  the  support  of  the  Rf- 
The  Hill  family  has  long  been  prominent  in  publican  party,  and  for  many  years  he  has  been 
this  section.  According  to  old  Colonial  records  active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
at  Hartford.  Conn.,  one  William  Hill  came  from  Church. 

England  in  1632.  and  after  spending  some  time  John  R.  Hill  spent  his  youth  in  the  town  0! 
at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  located  at  Windsor.  Conn.,  I Redding,  amid  the  healthful  surroundings  of  a 

where  he  bought  land.  Later  he  removed  to  | country  life,  and  after  attending  the  district  school 

Fairfield  county  to  spend  his  remaining  years,  i near  his  father's  farm  for  some  years  he  took  a 
He  held  a high  position  in  public  affairs,  and  I course  in  the  Hill  Academy,  in  Redding  village 
served  as  a deputy  and  representative  in  1639,  ! At  the  age  of  sixteen  his  school  days  ended,  but 
1640  and  1644,  and  again  as  representative  in  ! he  remained  at  the  farm  until  September,  i$9'- 
1652  and  1653.  as  town  auditor  in  1639,  and  I when  he  went  to  Danbury  to  clerk  for  D.  E- 
afterward  as  assistant  senator,  collector  of  cus-  Rogers,  a dealer  in  furniture,  carpets  and  all f0rt- 
toms  at  Fairfield,  and  selectman  in  163G.  From  of  house-furnishing  goods.  There  his  business 
him  the  line  of  descent  runs  through  William  ability  developed  in  practical  work,  and  on  Octo- 
H ill  * Jr.,  who  died  December  19.  1684;  Deacon  j ber  1,  1896,  he  entered  mercantile  life  on  his  o"n 
William,  who  died  in  >739;  Joseph,  who  was  1 account  as  a member  of  a stock  company,  C.  S. 
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Andrews  and  Andrew  R.  Jones,  of  Danbury,  join- 
ing with  hnn  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Dan- 
bury Hardware  Company,  of  which  he  is  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  They  carry  a large  stock  of  1 
hardware,  paints,  oils  and  similar  commodities.  1 
and  are  leaders  in  their  chosen  line. 

(in  June  24.  1896.  Mr.  Hill  married  Miss  Min- 
nie E.  McCollum,  of  Danbury,  a native  of  Cro- 
ton Falls.  N.  V..  w here  her  father,  James  b. 
McCollum,  was  born  and  was  (or  many  years  a ' 
prominent  citizen.  Mr.  Hill  and  his  wife  are  ■ 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Danbury,  of 
which  he  is  a trustee,  and  he  is  also  identified  . 
with  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics, 
Ben  Miller  ( ouncil  No.  11.  of  the  same  city. 
In  political  faith  he  is  a Republican,  and  at  the  < 
city  election  April,  J899.  he  was  elected  council-  1 

man  from  the  First  ward  \ 

1 

MICHAEL  a.  KENNY,  alderman  for  the  I 
_ Twelfth  district  of  Bridgeport,  is  one  of 
the  leading  Democrats  of  ihat  place,  and  his  in-  1 
fiuence  is  a ucngnized  factor  in  the  work  of  the 
local  organization.  As  a business  man  he  is  en- 
terprising and  successful,  and  his  grocery  and  , 
liquor  business  commands  a profitable  trade 

Mr.  Kenny  was  born  August  15.  1S01.  in 
County  Armagh,  Ireland,  a son  of  Patrick  and  1 
Adelia  (Kellvl  Kenny,  both  natives  of  that  coun-  1 
tv.  His  ancestors  have  been  engaged  in  farming 
for  many  generations,  and  his  father  followed  1 
that  occupation  first  in  Ireland,  and  later  in  ! 
Yorkshire.  England,  near  the  village  of  Grange-  | 
town,  where  both  parents  died  some  years  ago,  1 
their  remains  being  interred  at  Easton.  England,  j 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  six  chii-  ; 
dren.  the  others  being  as  follows:  Henry,  a | 

contractor  in  the  Shell  mines  near  Edinburgh,  j 
Scotland:  Patrick,  a resident  of  Edinburgh;  Mary, 
wile  of  James  McNichois,  of  Grangetown.  Eng-  1 
land;  and  Adelia  and  Ann.  who  are  not  married.  | 
Our  subject  spent  the  first  fourteen  years  of  ( 
his  life  in  Ireland,  and  soon  after  going  to  Eng-  1 
land  with  his  parents  he  found  employment  in 
the  Easton  Steel  Works.  In  August.  1885.  he  * 
started  for  America,  but  on  arriving  in  Liver-  ! 
pool.  England,  he  took  the  position  of  conductor  ! 
on  a horse  railroad.  This  he  held  until  July. 
1887.  and  then  carried  out  his  delayed  plan  and 
set  sail  lor  this  country,  landing  in  New  York  ! 
City  with  but  $32  in  his  pocket.  From  New 
York  he  proceeded  to  Bridgeport,  where  he  has  j 
since  resided,  and  for  about  twelve  weeks  he  was  1 
employed  by  the  Rapid  Transit  Coach  Company. 

In  July,  tSSS,  he  became  night  watchman  in  J 
George  Seeleps  livery  stable  on  Broad  street,  1 


and  one  year  later  he  secured  a position  as  clerk 
in  the  grocery  and  liquor  store  of  J.  A.  Mc- 
Gumness,  with  whom  he  remained  until  May, 
1 S93 . He  then  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  opening  a grocery  and  liquor  store  at 
No.  442  Stratford  avenue,  and  in  1898  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  location  at  Nos.  436-438 
Stratford  avenue.  As  he  has  always  taken  keen 
interest  in  public  affairs,  his  abilities  soon  made 
him  prominent  in  party  work,  and  he  has  served 
as  a delegate  to  several  State  and  City  conven- 
tions. In  1898  he  was  elected  to  his  present  po- 
sition of  alderman  for  the  term  of  two  years. 

On  June  7,  1894,  Mr.  Kenny  married  Miss 
Johanna  Halligan,  daughter  of  Thomas  Halligan, 
a native  of  County  Kilkenny,  Ireland,  who  was 
a sergeant  on  the  police  force  in  that  county. 
Two  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Thomas 

H.  and  Anna  M.  Mr.  Kenny  and  his  wife  are 
prominent  members  of  the  Catholic  Church  at 
Bridgeport,  and  he  is  also  connected  with  the 
Brotherhood  of  the  Union  and  other  benevolent 
organizations. 


CHARLES  FABLE,  an  enterprising  and  pub- 
lic-spirited business  man  of  Westport,  where 
lie  is  engaged  in  conducting  a first-class  under- 
taking establishment,  is  a man  whose  energy  and 
ambition  commends  him  to  his  many  patrons. 

Mr.  Fable  is  a native  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  born  December  8,  i860,  a son  of  Jacob 
Fable,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Germany.  In 
young  manhood  he  came  to  America,  and  in  this 
country  followed  his  trade,  that  of  an  iron-mould- 
er, throughout  his  life.  He  married  Clara  Yost, 
who,  too,  was  a native  of  Germany.  They  had 
a family  of  seven  children,  four  now  living:  Fred- 
erick, now  employed  by  the  Westport  Paper 
Company,  resides  at  that  place;  Edward  is  a 
foreman  for  C.  S.  Trowbridge  & Son,  paper-box 
manufacturers  of  South  Norwalk;  Amelia  married 
Henry  Wolf,  of  South  Norwalk;  and  Charles  is 
our  subject.  Both  parents  are  deceased;  they 
were  honest,  plain  German  people,  good  citizens 
and  useful  members  of  society.  In  their  relig- 
ious faith  they  were  Episcopalians,  and  in  poli- 
tics the  father  was  a Democrat. 

Charles  Fable,  when  about  six  years  of  age, 
was  brought  by  his  parents  from  New  York  to 
South  Norwalk,  Conn.,  where  he  received  his 
education.  After  his  school  days  were  over  he 
went  to  work  in  the  Norwalk  Lock  Shop,  where 
he  was  employed  some  eight  years.  He  then 
went  to  New  York,  and  there  learned  the  bar- 
ber's trade.  From  New’  York  he  went  to  Guil- 
ford, Conn.,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
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a barber  for  his  own  account  for  a period  of  three 
years.  In  1881  he  came  to  Westport,  and  here  I 
for  eight  years  followed  the  same  occupation,  at  J 
the  expiration  of  which  period  he,  in  connection  | 
with  James  Driscoll,  purchased  the  undertaking  | 
business  which  had  been  carried  on  bv  Edward  l 
Gorham.  This  partnership  lasted  about  three  ! 
years,  when  it  ceased  with  the  death  of  Mr.  Dris-  | 
coll.  Since  then  our  subject  has  carried  on  the  j 
concern  alone.  He  is  up-to-date  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  business,  and  through  his  efforts  to 
excel  and  please  at  reasonable  prices  he  has  be- 
come well-established,  and  is  meeting  with  suc- 
cess. As  a citizen  he  is  highly  esteemed,  and,  ! 
socially,  he  is  prominent  in  the  various  orders  to  I 
which  he  belongs.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Fraternity,  being  affiliated  with  Temple 
Lodge  at  Westport:  is  a Knight  Templar,  mem- 
ber of  Clinton  Commandery  No.  3,  at  Norwalk; 
a member  of  Naugatuck  Lodge  No.  62,  ].  O.  O. 
F.,  at  Guilford;  also  a member  of  Aspetuck 
Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  at  Westport. 

On  February  20,  1884,  Mr.  Fable  was  mar- 
ried to  Agnes  Perry,  a native  of  Westport,  and 
a daughter  of  James  and  Catharine  Perry,  her 
mother  being  of  English  extraction.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  have  no  children  of  their  own, 
but  they  have  an  adopted  son,  Harry  Lesley 
Fable.  They  are  identified  with  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Fable  is  a Repub- 
lican. 


LOUIS  OHLWE1LER.  The  energy  and 

practical  sagacity  of  the  typical  German- 

American  are  admirably  shown  in  the  career  of 
this  well-known  citizen  of  Bethel. 

Mr.  Ohlweiler  is  a native  of  this  country, 
having  been  born  in  New  York  City  June  19, 
1862,  but  his  ancestors  on  both  sides  were  resi- 
dents of  Hessen- Darmstadt.  Germany.  His 
grandparents,  Peter  O.  and  Carloline  Ohlweiler, 
spent  their  last  years-  in  New  York,  and  his  fa- 
ther. Charles  Ohlweiler.  who  was  born  in  Hes- 
sen-Darmstadt  in  1832  and  came  to  America  in 
J849,  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  business  as 
a barber  in  the  metropolis,  his  death  occurring 
therein  1876.  Some  time  after  his  arrival  in 
New  York  he  was  married  to  Miss  Magdalena 
Frederich,  also  a native  of  Hessen-Darmstadt, 
who  died  in  1872.  They  had  five  children: 
Charles  V. , a resident  of  Bethel ; John,  who  resides 
in  New  York  City;  Adam,  a resident  of  Brooklyn; 
Louis,  our  subject;  and  Emily,  wife  of  Harry 
Wolf,  of  New  York  City. 

Louis  Ohlweiler  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city,  and  at  the  age  of  four- 


teen began  to  work  in  a tobacco  factory.  In 
1882  he  went  to  Danbury,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  a year  in  Richard  Mahrr’s  barbershop, 
over  Barnum's  drug  store.  On  October  22, 
1883,  he  opened  a barber  shop  of  his  own  in 
Bethel,  above  what  is  now  the  New  York  Laun- 
dry. He  began  with  but  one  chair,  and  so  rap- 
idly did  his  business  increase  that  when  Dimond  s 
new  building  was  completed  he  moved  there  and 
put  in  four  chairs,  making  it  the  largest  barber 
shop  in  Bethel.  Later  his  wife  built  a business 
block  at  Nos.  1 9—2 1 Fountain  Place,  of  which 
he  took  possession  in  April,  1895.  Herehecon- 
tinues  his  former  business  on  the  same  scale,  and 
also  deals  in  men's  furnishings,  of  which  he  keep? 
a full  line. 

On  October  29,  1884,  Mr.  Ohlweiler  was 
married  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,to  Miss  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Woodward,  daughter  of  William  J.  Wood- 
1 ward,  a native  of  England,  whose  wife  was  born 
in  Nova  Scotia.  Three  children  have  blessed 
I this  union:  William  W.,  Magdalen  M.  and 

! Restel  Scott.  Mr.  Ohlweiler  and  his  wife  are 
J prominent  members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
! at  Bethel,  and  he  is  also  an  active  worker  in  vari- 
I ous  social  orders  including  the  American  Mechan- 
I ics  and  the  Heptasophs  of  Bethel. 


WILLIAM  L.  MARKS.  One  of  the  most 

beautiful  country  places  in  this  region. 

j famed  as  it  is  for  the  charm  of  its  scenery,  if 
j Laddins  Rock  Farm,  in  the  towns  of  Greenwich 
i and  Stamford.  Nature  has  dealt  lavishly  with 
I this  favored  spot,  the  view  from  it  being  in  itself 
I a delight  to  an  artistic  eye,  with  its  wooded  hills 
I and  dells,  brightened  by  a brook  that  sparkle? 
I here  and  there  as  it  goes  on  its  winding  way. 

The  original  tract  was  purchased  by  Mr.Mark? 
I in  April,  1893,  from  the  Selleck  heirs,  and  by 
I subsequent  purchases  he  has  enlarged  it  until  he 
I now  owns  140  acres,  having  a road  frontage  of 

I about  two  miles.  With  characteristic  enterprise 

I he  has  spared  no  effort  in  improving  the  place, 

I enhancing  its  natural  beauty  and  fertility,  and 
I building  a superb  drive-way  past  its  most  pictur- 
I esque  points,  thus  converting  what  was  once  a 
i mere  expanse  of  rocky  land  into  a most  attract- 
ive park  and  desirable  spot.  A building  resem- 
bling an  old  farmhouse  has  been  constructed  for 
the  residence  of  the  superintendent,  and  another 
1 house  built  of  boulders  from  the  place,  situated 
| on  the  Post  road,  is  the  north-gate  lodge,  the 
I effect  of  this  novel  material  being  most  pleasing- 
1 Stables  have  also  been  built  of  the  same  mate- 
! rial,  and  in  all  the  appointments  of  the  estate 
i lavish  expenditure  and  artistic  taste  have  been 
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combined  effectively.  Among  the  points  of  in- 
terest on  t fie  farm  is  the  huge  rock  from  which 
it  derives  its  name.  One  edge  is  of  great  height 
and  very  abrupt  in  descent,  and  history  records 
an  interesting  and  touching  story  in  connection 
with  it  An  early  settler,  named  Laddm.  who 
had  made  his  home  on  this  tract,  was  attacked 
bv  Indians,  and  after  a brave  defense  of  his 
cabin,  finding  his  case  hopeless,  he  determined 
to  save  himself  from  torture  at  the  hands  of  the 
savages,  and  mounting  his  horse  he  deliberately 
piunged  over  the  precipice,  both  man  and  horse 
being  killed. 

Mr.  Mark-  was  born  August  It.  1S62.  in  New 
York  City,  tne  son  of  A.  A.  and  l.ucv  il’latt 
Marks,  ol  whom  further  mention  is  made  else- 
where. 1 i ip  education  was  begun  in  the  schools 
of  the  metre  poiis.  but  as  his  parents  removed  to 
bound  Leach  «n;rmg  his  bovhood,  fie  attended 
the  si  hoois  of  the  latter  place  for  a time  At  an 
early  age  he  lagan  to  show  unusual  business 
ability,  and  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  Ins 
father,  who  was  then  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  artificial  limbs  in  New  York  Citv.  When  the 
latter  retired  Irom  active  work  our  subject  and  his 
brother  continued  the  business  as  before,  under 
the  old  firm  name  of  A.  A.  Marks.  The  e«tai>- 
b-iinient  is  located  at  No.  jot  Broadway,  New 
Wrk,  and  the  nrtn  enjoys  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion and  a trade  second  to  none  in  the  world 

On  February  23,  I SSL,  Mr.  Marks  married 
Miss  Omntard.  daughter  of  Charles  K.  Otiintard. 
of  Sound  Beach,  but  in  August  of  the  same  \ear 
the  young  bride  passed  to  the  unseen  life,  her 
remains  being  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Sound 
Beach.  As  a citizen  Mr.  Marks  is  held  in  high 
esteem,  the  people  of  Sound  Beach  appreciating 
the  enterprise  arid  liberality  which  has  resulted 
in  so  notable  a place  as  Laddins  Hock  farm.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  socially,  he 
is  identified  with  a number  of  organizations, 
including  the  New  England  Society  in  the  City 
of  New  York,  the  Suburban  Club  of  Stamford; 
the  Students  Dramatic  Club  of  New  York;  the 
Greenwich  Driving  Association,  the  East  Side 
Rod  6c  Gun  Club,  and  the  Riverside  Yacht  Club. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
being  connected  with  Manitou  Lodge  No.  JoC, 
F.  6c  A.  M. ; Manhattan  Chapter.  R.  A.  M. ; Pales- 
tine Commandery  No.  I S,  K.  T.  ; and  the  A.  A. 
O.  N.  M.  S.,  Mecca  Temple. 

EDMUND  B.  GODDARD,  deputy  collector 
for  the  Port  of  Stamford,  and  a typical 
young  American  hustler,  gifted  with  a vast 
amount  of  energy  and  push,  is  a native  of  Con- 


necticut, horn  December  6,  1874,  in  Bridgeport, 
a son  of  Walter  and  Kate  (Gray)  Goddard,  the 
former  of  whom  was  from  London.  England,  the 
latter  from  Ansonia,  Connecticut. 

In  Bridgeport  our  subject  received  a liberal 
education  at  the  public  schools,  and  he  also  took 
a course  at  Bridgeport  Business  College.  He 
entered  the  office  of  Congressman  DeForest  in 
Bridgeport,  where  he  remained  two  years,  after 
which  he  spent  some  time  in  the  offices  of  the 
Waterbury  Republican  and  Bridgeport  Rarutcr. 
In  May,  1896.  he  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Carlisle, 
the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  his  pres- 
ent posii ion  of  Deputy  Collector  of  Customs  for 
the  Port  of  Siarnford,  he  being  the  youngest 
deputy  collector  in  the  United  States. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Goddard,  it  is  probably  un- 
necessary to  say,  is  a Democrat.  Socially,  he 
is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  F.,  past  chief  ranger 
of  Stamford.  Conn.;  and  chief  of  records  of 
Fowtaway  Tribe  No.  33.  Improved  Order  of 
Redmen.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Corinthian 
Yacht  Club  at  Siarnford,  and  of  the  Democratic 
' Club  of  Bridgeport.  Conn.;  also  a director  of 
the  Puritan  Building  dc  Loan  Association  of 
1 Connecticut. 


GILBERT  S.  BENEDICT,  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  best  known  citizens  of  Stam- 
ford, Conn.,  was  for  some  fifteen  years  identi- 
fied with  railroad  business  in  that  city,  and  for 
the  past  four  > ears  has  been  a prominent  insur- 
ance man. 

Mr.  Benedict  is  a native  of  Connecticut, 
having  been  horn  in  Norwalk  June  to.  1862, 
and  comes  of  a very  old  family  of  the  State. 
James  Benedict,  his  grandfather,  born  in  the 
town  of  Norwalk  in  1797,  married  Susan  Mar- 
vin. a descendant  of  the  early  (1650)  settled 
family  of  Marvins  in  Norwalk,  and  the  house 
that  he  (James  Benedict)  occupied  stood  where 
is  now  the  LeGrand  Lockwood  place.  He  was 
a lifelong  farmer,  a Congregationalist  in  re- 
ligious belief,  and  a Whig  in  politics.  To  James 
and  Susan  (Marvin)  Benedict  were  born  five 
children:  William  Jarvis  (of  East  Morris, 

Conn.),  Roswell  and  Catherine  (both  deceased), 
James  (of  East  Morris,  Conn.)  and  Charles  F. 

Charles  Frederick  Benedict,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  September  7,  1830,  in  Nor- 
walk, Conn.,  where  he  attended  the  old  acad- 
emy. While  yet  a young  man  he  taught  school 
in  the  town  of  Norwalk,  after  which  he  for  a 
time  filled  the  position  of  accountant  in  the  Bank 
of  LeGrand  Lockwood.  Wall  street,  New  York. 
At  the  present  time  he  is  in  the  employ  of  Hoi- 
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lister  & Babcock,  bankers  and  brokers,  also  on 
Wall  street.  New  York.  In  1851  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Seely  Dibble  (daughter  of  Solomon 
Dibble),  who  died  in  March,  1895,  the  mother 
of  the  following  named  children:  Charles  Clif- 

ton; Mary  G.,  wife  of  E.  H.  Barton,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio:  Gilbert  Sanford,  our  subject;  and 
Edward  Saltonstal,  deceased. 

Gilbert  S.  Benedict,  whose  name  introduces 
these  lines,  passed  most  of  the  earlier  years  of 
his  life  in  Norwalk,  attending  both  public  and 
private  school  there,  and  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
After  about  two  years  spent  in  visiting  Boston, 
New  York,  Florida  and  other  places  of  interest, 
he  managed  a farm  for  a couple  of  years  in  the 
town  of  Norwalk.  He  then  for  some  fifteen 
years  was  engaged  in  business  connected  with 
the  railroad  in  Stamford,  and  for  the  past  four 
years  has  been  conducting  the  leading  insurance 
business  in  the  city,  as  already  related.  Re- 
cently he  has  engaged  in  the  printing  business 
in  New  York  City  under  the  firm  name  of  G.  S. 
Benedict  is  Co.,  besides  being  interested  in 
the  manufacture  of  patents  now  extensively 
used  bv  the  telephone  companies. 

On  June  20,  1894,  Mr.  Benedict  was  mar- 
ried at  Asbury  Park,  N.  J.,  to  Miss  Daisy 
Parker  Morehouse,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Adaline 
Morehouse,  of  Ocean  Grove,  N.  J.  Mr.  Ben- 
edict is  widely  and  favorably  known  through- 
out Fairfield  county,  and  is  held  in  the  highest 
regard  by  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con- 
tact, in  either  business  or  social  life. 


S'.TURGES  WHITLOCK  was  born  January 

> 28,  1S44,  at  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  a son  of  John 

Whitlock,  of  Derby.  Sturges  Whitlock  was  edu- 
cated at  Jackson’s  Academy,  Danbury,  receiving 
an  excellent  education,  and  left  school  when  sev- 
enteen years  of  age.  In  the  shop  of  his  father 
he  then  learned  the  trade  of  a machinist,  remain- 
ing with  him  until  r868,  when  he  took  entire 
control,  and  conducted  it  successfully  for  twenty 
vears.  During  the  first  ten  years,  or  from  1868 
to  1878,  he  was  engaged  in  a general  line  of  ma- 
chine work,  and  in  the  latter  year  he  worked  into 
the  manufacture  of  printing  presses,  making  the 
Whitlock  press,  a press  designed  and  patented  by 
Mr.  Whitlock  in  the  year  1877.  Every  year  since 
that  time  there  have  been  improvements  made  to 
it,  and  at  the  present  time  he  has  about  twenty 
patents  to  these  improvements.  The  press  is 
now  used  in  most  all  of  the  printing  offices  in  the 
country.  The  company  has  put  out  about  one 
thousand  presses,  and  the  factory  now  turns  out 
about  one  hundred  each  year.  These  presses 


i average  in  value  about  $2,000.  Until  1887  Mr. 
Whitlock  continued  to  manufacture  in  the  plant 
in  Derby,  when  he  formed  the  present  corpora- 
tion, the  Whitlock  Machine  Company.  In  1888 
it  becoming  necessary  to  greatly  increase  its  fa- 
cilities, the  plant  was  removed  to  Shelton.  This 
I enterprise,  developed  as  it  has  been  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Whitlock,  is  one  of  the 
prominent  and  substantial  industries  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Whitlock  is  a Republican  in  politics,  but 
has  taken  no  very  active  part  in  matters  of  this 
kind.  He  was  assessor  in  the  town  of  Derby  one 
year;  on  the  board  of  burgesses  in  the  borough 
of  Birmingham  one  term;  in  the  fall  of  1896  was 
elected  representative  of  the  township  of  Hunt- 
ington in  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  in 
1898  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  the 
Fifteenth  district.  He  is  a member  of  King 
Hiram  Lodge  No.  12,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  of  King 
Solomon  Chapter  No.  3,  of  Derby.  Hehastaken 
| an  active  interest  in  all  public  matters  designed 
I to  benefit  his  town,  is  a director  in  the  Derby 
i and  Shelton  Board  of  Trade,  and  a member  ol 
| the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Whitlock  was  married  to  Mary  Olive 
Singer,  daughter  of  Isaac  M.  Singer,  of  New  York 
City,  and  has  two  daughters;  Olive  Voulette,  who 
married  Walter  Randall,  of  Shelton;  and  Man 
Lillian,  who  married  Alton  P.  Terrill,  of  An- 
sonia. 

John  Whitlock,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  May  14,  1821,  in  what  is  called 
the  Bennetts  Farms  District  in  Ridgefield,  Conn. 
He  was  a son  of  Thaddeus  Whitlock,  who  was 
born  about  the  year  1796,  and  was  a grandson  ol 
Thaddeus  Whitlock,  and  a great-grandson  of 
Jonathan  Whitlock,  a native  of  Ridgefield,  Con- 
necticut. 

Thaddeus  Whitlock  owned  a large  farm  which 
his  wife  inherited  from  her  father,  who  was  ac- 
counted a wealthy  man.  Thaddeus  Whitlock 
was  a man  of  influence  as  well  as  means,  and 
highly  esteemed.  There  is  a tradition  that  then 
were  three  brothers  that  came  from  England  in 
the  early  days,  one  of  whom  settled  in  Connect- 
icut, one  in  New  York  and  one  in  New  Jersey, 
and  from  them  have  descended  all  the  different 
families  of  Whitlocks  in  the  United  States 
Thaddeus  Whitlock,  the  grandfather,  was  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  Thaddeus,  the  father 
was  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  former  was  a 
sailor  twelve  years,  and  followed  farming  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  in  what  was  known  as  the 
Bennetts  Farms,  dying  when  fifty-two  years  0 
age.  He  married  Polly  Smith,  daughter  of  Aza‘ 
riah  Smith,  of  Limestone,  and  later  of  Farming- 
ville.  Thaddeus  Whitlock  (2)  had  two  children. 
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|ohn  and  Ruth  Ann,  the  latter  of  whom,  born 
in  1 S 2 3,  married  Morris  Stevenson,  of  Norwalk,  , 
Conn.  She  now  lives  in  Danbury.  1 

|ohn  Whitlock  was  educated  in  the  schools  1 
at  Dennetts  Farms,  enjoying  no  such  advantages 
as  now  exist;  but  by  observation  and  experience 
he  added  to  the  knowledge  he  acquired  at  school, 
and  became  a well-informed  man.  He  served  an  1 
apprenticeship  as  a millwright  with  George  Cro-  j 
fut.  of  Danbury,  and  located  in  Birmingham  in  1 
1S46,  to  work  m the  Iron  and  Steel  Works,  put- 
tmp  in  the  machinery  there.  He  followed  his  1 
trade  as  millwripht  until  1 S 5 7 . havmp  started  a | 
small  machine  shop  in  Hirmmpham.  where  the 
Shelton  factory  is  now  located.  In  1856  he  be- 
pan  business  alone,  and  built  his  piesent  shop  in  1 
iStg.  This  business  he  followed  until  his  death  , 
in  October,  1898  ! 

Durinp  his  whole  life,  until  recently,  he  had  1 
been  a Democrat,  but  had  never  taken  any  act-  ; 
ive  part  in  politics.  He  was  married  in  1842  to  I 
Mary  Ann  Selleck,  dauphter  of  Sturpes  Selleck, 
of  Danbury,  and  to  this  marriape  there  were  born 
two  sons:  Sturpes.  the  subject  proper  of  this 

sketch,  and  C harles,  who  died  in  i8(>o.  Mr.  . 
Whitlock  was  successful  in  business,  and  was  in  . 
every  way  a self-made  man,  highly  respected  by  , 
all  that  knew  him.  1 


EIGENE  L.  SULLIVAN,  of  Bridgeport,  is  ! 

an  enterprismp and  successful  business  man,  , 
and  conducts  an  extensive  trade  in  groceries,  . 
meats,  wines  and  liquors  at  the  corner  of  East  I 
Main  and  Jane  streets.  Hv  his  unvarying  court-  1 
esy  he  wins  and  has  won  the  pood  will  of  all,  and  1 
his  pleasing  presence  and  nne  mental  qualities  1 
make  him  a general  favorite  in  social  life.  I 

Mr.  Sullivan  s family  is  of  Irish  origin,  and  1 
his  grandfather,  Eugene  Sulliv  an,  was  a farmer  at  1 
Carey,  Ireland.  Michael  Sullivan,  our  subject's  | 
lather,  was  born  and  1 eared  at  Carey,  and  was  j 
married  in  Ireland  to  Mary  Sullivan.  Soon  aft-  , 
erward  he  came  to  America  with  his  bride,  and  1 
alter  residing  for  a time  in  different  places  set-  , 
tied  at  Colchester,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  where  . 
he  followed  farming  for  some  years,  and  was  then 
employed  in  a rubber  factory.  At  present  he 
resides  in  Wiliimaniic.  Conn.,  but  our  subject's  < 
mother  died  about  the  year  18O3.  Eugene  L.  1 
Sullivan  was  born  September  1,  1862,  at  Col- 
chester. where  he  spent  the  first  sixteen  years  of 
his  life,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the  local 
?choois.  In  1 S7 8 he  came  to  Bridgeport,  and 
was  employed  for  six  months  in  the  Union  Me- 
tallic Company’s  shops.  He  then  spent  four 
years  as  a sailor  on  the  steamer  “Katahdin,' 


running  between  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Bangor, 
Maine.  On  leaving  the  ship  he  returned  to 
Bridgeport,  and  after  eight  years  passed  as  a 
porter  in  the  ••Atlantic  Hotel"  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  brother,  J.  B.  Sullivan,  and 
engaged  in  the  grocery  and  liquor  trade  under  the 
firm  name  of  Sullivan  Bros.  This  partnership 
lasted  hve  years,  and  at  its  dissolution  our  sub- 
ject removed  to  his  present  store,  which  he 
opened  on  December  31,  1894. 

In  1884  Mr.  Sullivan  married  Miss  Anna 
Cunningham,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary 
fMoran1  Cunningham,  and  granddaughter  of  Jo- 
seph Cunningham,  of  Woodbridge,  N.  J.  Five 
children  brighten  their  home:  Mary,  Agnes. 

Robert,  Eugene,  Jr.,  and  Archibald.  The  family 
is  identified  with  the  Catholic  Church,  and  Mr. 
Sullivan  is  also  a member  of  various  fraternal 
bodies  including  the  Brotherhood  of  the  Union 
and  the  Foresters  of  America.  Politically,  he  is 
a Democrat. 


HUGH  LAVERY,  a well-known  wholesale 
and  retail  dealer  in  liquors  at  Bridgeport,  is 
a self-made  man  in  the  strictest  sense,  and  owes 
his  prosperity  to  his  own  strict  attention  to  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  1 -avery  was  born  October  2S,  1862,  in 
County  Armagh,  Ireland,  and  was  the  third  in  a 
family  of  seven  children  born  to  Thomas  Lavery 
and  his  wife,  Alice,  lifelong  residents  of  Ireland. 
His  father,  who  was  a descendant  of  the  great 
Hugh  O’Neil,  from  whom  our  Hugh  received  his 
name,  died  when  his  children  were  all  young.. 
Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  place,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  came 
to  America  to  seek  his  fortune.  He  spent  some 
years  in  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  where  he  learned 
the  molder's  trade,  and  in  1883  he  removed  to 
Bridgeport,  where  he  was  employed  in  that  line 
of  business  until  1889.  He  then  established 
himself  in  the  grocery  and  liquor  business  at  No. 
3S0  E.  Main  street,  corner  of  Maple,  forming  a 
partnership  with  Thomas  F.  Murray.  On  the 
dissolution  of  the  partnership  three  years  later, 
he  removed  to  No.  374  E.  Main  street,  where  he 
continued  in  business  alone  until  1897.  During 
this  tune  he  established  a grocery  and  feed  store 
at  No.  438  Stratford  avenue,  where  he  also  car- 
ried on  a retail  liquor  business.  About  the  same 
time  he  opened  his  present  store  at  No.  521 
Water  street,  engaging  in  a retail  liquor  trade. 
After  about  ten  years  in  the  retail  line  he  went 
into  the  wholesale  business  in  January,  1898,  and 
now  supplies  a large  and  flourishing  trade  in 
Bridgeport  and  for  about  forty  miles  in  that  vi- 
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cinity.  He  has  sold  his  other  stores  to  his  I 
brothers,  who  conduct  them  under  the  firm  names  | 
of  the  Lavery  Grocery  Company  and  Lavery 
Bros. 

On  September  4.  1895.  Mr.  Lavery  married 
Miss  Mary  E.  Kelly,  principal  of  School  No.  13, 
Bridgeport,  and  daughter  of  Thomas  Kelly. 
They  have  two  children,  Alice  M.  and  Thomas 
H.  The  family  is  identified  with  the  Catholic 
Church  at  Bridgeport,  of  which  Mr.  Lavery  is  an 
active  member.  Politically,  he  is  a Democrat. 
Mr.  Lavery  is  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of 
Bridgeport,  is  held  in  high  esteem,  and  is  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  progress  of  the  city, 
being  a heavy  taxpayer.  He  is  a popular  mem- 
ber of  the  Foresters,  Court  Pembroke,  and  of 


ters  beyond  voting.  He  is  regarded  as  an  exem- 
plary citizen  in  every  way,  and  he  is  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  him  as  a hard-working, 
reliable  man. 


EORGE  T.  JEWELL,  one  of  Stratford's 
! successful  business  men,  is  the  junior  mem- 
I her  of  the  firm  of  Bristol  & Jewell,  dealers  in 
1 meats  and  vegetables,  and  his  sound  judgment 
1 and  business  acumen  are  important  factors  in 
I the  steady  growth  of  their  trade.  As  a citizen 
i he  is  held  in  high  esteem,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
I leading  workers  in  the  Republican  organization 
1 of  his  locality,  being  at  present  the  treasurer  of 
I his  town. 


several  other  local  organizations.  Mr.  Jewell  comes  of  grand  old  Colonial  stock, 

l and  his  great-grandfather,  John  Jewell,  and grand- 
I father,  also  named  John  Jewell,  both  served  as 
^PVEORGE  F.  BENNETT  is  one  of  the  thrifty,  1 soldiers  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  lat- 
progressive  young  farmers  of  Fairfield  town-  I ter  was  probably  a farmer  by  occupation. 


ship,  Fairfield  Co. , Conn.,  and  has  resided  on  George  Jewell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 

his  present  place  since  April,  1876,  coming  there  I born  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  whence  he 
as  a boy  to  work  for  its  former  owner,  Summers  1 came  to  this  county  in  early  manhood,  and 
Morehouse.  1 engaged  in  the  grocery  and  meat  business  in 


Mr.  Bennett  was  born  in  July,  1862.  in  Eas-  1 Stratford,  where  he  died  in  ]866.  He  was  a 


ton,  Fairfield  county,  the  younger  of  the  two 
sons  of  lerome  and  Annie  (Turrell)  Bennett. 
The  elder  son  died  in  childhood.  George  re- 
ceived the  advantages  afforded  by  the  public 
schools  of  the  home  neighborhood  during  his 
vouth,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age  came  to  the 
town  of  Fairfield  and  entered  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Morehouse,  with  whom  he  remained  during  the 


I Democrat  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
I leading  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Strat- 
1 ford.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Lewis, 
1 of  that  town,  a daughter  of  Sidney  Lewis;  she 
! died  in  1866.  Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of 
three  children,  the  others  being:  Minnie,  who 
married  E.  R.  Cary,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa  (now 
! deceased),  and  Warren  L..  a farmer  of  near  that 


latter’s  lifetime.  That  he  proved  an  efficient  1 city. 

and  competent  assistant  may  be  judged  from  the  George  T.  Jewell  was  born  in  Stratford  April 
fact  that  Mr.  Morehouse  made  him  his  heir  to  j 4,  1864,  and  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  has 
the  property,  which  is  a valuable  place,  well  im-  I been  spent  there.  After  attending  the  public 
proved,  and  kept  in  first-class  condition  by  its  1 schools  of  the  town  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
energetic  owner.  Mr.  Bennett  is  up-to-date  in  I fifteen  years,  he  took  a course  in  Yale  Business 
all  his  methods,  and  as  the  result  of  thrift  and  I College  at  New  Haven,  and  on  graduating  he 
tireless  labor  he  has  succeeded  in  making  his  i entered  the  employ  of  W.  M.  Terry  & Co.,  of 
farm  one  of  the  most  productive  and  desirable  of  | Bridgeport,  as  bookkeeper,  which  position  he 
its  size  in  the  neighborhood.  One  of  the  best  I held  some  fifteen  years.  On  April  27,  189b,  he 
springs  to  be  found  in  the  county  is  located  on  | formed  a partnership  with  William  B.  Bristol,  and 
-this  land,  and  supplies  his  .house  by  means  of  a | engaged  in  his  present  business.  He  was  con- 
hydraulic  ram.  I nected  with  the  4th  Regiment,  C.  N.  G.,  enlist- 

In  1886  Mr.  Bennett  was  united  in  marriage  I ing  in  Company  K,  of  Stratford,  May  19,  1885; 
with  Miss  Hattie  S.  Brothwell,  daughter  of  John  ! was  appointed  second  lieutenant  April  26,  1887; 
M.  Brothwell,  a well-known  citizen  of  Fairfield,  | first  lieutenant  February  10,  1890,  and  captain 
and  the  young  couple  commenced  housekeeping  j March  19,  1891,  which  rank  he  held  until  the 
in  their  present  home,  where  two  children,  Frank  | removal  of  the  company  to  Bridgeport. 
Summers  and  Rubie  A.,  have  been  born  to  them.  Socially,  Mr.  Jewell  is  identified  with  St. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  attend  the  Baptist  Church.  | John’s  Lodge  No.  8,  F.  & A.  M.,  in  which  he  is 
Politically,  he  is  a Republican  except  in  local  I a past  master;  Jerusalem  Chapter  No.  13.  & ^ 
affairs,  where  he  selects  the  best  man  regardless  | M.,  at  Bridgeport,  in  which  he  now  holds  the 
of  party,  but  he  takes  no  interest  in  public  mat-  1 rank  of  high  priest;  Jerusalem  Council  No.  16. 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


911 


K.  and  S.  M.,  at  Bridgeport,  and  Hamilton  Com-  i 
mandery  No.  5,  K.  T.,  ol  the  same  city.  On  , 
November  2.  1887,  he  married  Miss  Mary  E.  \ 
Lillmpston.  daughter  of  David  W.  Lillingston,  ! 
of  Stratford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jewell  are  acme  1 
members  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church  at  Strat- 
ford 


Frederick  a.  waldron.  mechanical  , 

engineer,  superintendent  of  the  power  and  , 
plant  of  Yale  A Towne  Manufacturing  Company,  1 
of  Stamford,  comes  of  an  old  \ermont  family,  j 
his  father,  grandfather  and  great-grandfather  1 
Waldron  having  all  been  born  there  | 

Our  subtect  was  born  in  Windsor,  Windsor  , 
Co..  \t  . December  14.  1M14.  but  spent  his  1 

early  hie  and  received  his  education  at  Hyde 
Lark.  M ass.  When  fourteen  \ < ars  old  lie  entered  j 
the  Hramard  Milling  Machine  Co.,  at  Hyde  Park,  i 
Mass.,  as  an  apprentice,  remaining  with  that  firm  I 
lour  years,  after  which  he  had  charge  of  the  > 
designing  and  constructing  of  special  machinery  ■ 
for  John  T.  Robinson  A:  Co.,  of  Hyde  Park,  1 
Mass.  In  1 S 5 h<^  went  to  Providence.  K.  E,  I 
where  fur  two  years  he  was  employed  by  the  | 
Brown  A-  Sharpe  Manutaciunng  Company,  ! 
makers  of  machine  tools  ! 

In  1887  Mr.  Waldron  came  to  Stamford, 

( nnn..  to  fill  the  position  of  draughtsman  and 
designer  for  the  crane  and  pulley  block  works  of 
the  Yale  A Towne  Manufaet uring  Company,  | 
and  remained  in  that  incumberic\  some  lour  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1891  he  accepted  a position  with 
E.  D.  Leavitt,  consulting  engineer  for  the  Calu- 
met A Hecla  Mining  Company,  of  l ambridgeport, 
Mass.,  and  in  that  connection  did  two  years'  serv-  j 
n e He  executed  most  of  the  detail  work  on  the 
large  hydraulic  pumping  engine  at  the  Bethlehem 
Iron  W orks,  said  to  be  the  largest  stationary  en- 
gine in  the  world,  being  rated  as  a 15.000-horse 
power,  and  is  used  in  connection  with  the  forg- 
ing of  armor  plates  for  L\  S.  cruisers.  In  J893 
Mr.  Waldron  entered  the  employ  of  the  George 
F.  Blake  Manufacturing  Company,  at  East  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  had  charge  of  the  design  and 
construction  of  heavy  water-works  pumps,  in- 
cluding large  engines  for  the  Toronto  water 
works,  and  of  the  Mystic  Pumping  Engine  No.  4, 
Boston  water  works.  At  the  end  of  two  years 
with  this  fitm  he,  on  January  1,  1895,  once  more 
came  to  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  has  since  been 
ably  and  efficiently  filling  his  present  position 
with  the  Yale  & Towne  Manufaet  uring  Company,  j 
On  January  17.  1890,  Mr.  Waldron  was  mar- 
ried at  Windsor,  Vt..  to  Miss  Helen  G.  Horton, 
daughter  of  Marcus  L.  and  Gratia  Horton.  One 


child,  Celestine,  born  May  3.  1891,  brightens 
their  home.  In  religious  faith  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Waldron  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church; 
socially,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  American  Society 
of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  the  Yale  A Towne 
Mutual  Benefit  Association.  He  is  popular,  and 
the  center  of  a largecircle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, by  whom  both  he  and  his  amiable  wife  are 
honored  and  esteemed. 


SAMUEL  B.  WAKEMAN  ranks  foremost 
among  the  intelligent  and  progressive  young 
farmers  of  Fairfield  township,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  and  he  is  descended  on  both  the  paternal 
and  maternal  sides  from  families  old  and  promi- 
nent in  this  part  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Wakernan  was  born  October  26,  1863, 
on  the  old  Wakernan  homestead  in  Middle  Dis- 
trict, Fairfield  township,  son  of  Andrew  P.  and 
Cornelia  (Burr)  Wakernan,  and  received  his 
early  education  in  the  local  schools,  later  attend- 
ing Fairfield  Academy.  His  father  was  a thor- 
oughly systematic  and  progressive  farmer,  and 
Samuel  was  early  inducted  into  the  mysteries  of 
agriculture,  for  which  he  displayed  unusual  apti- 
tude. remaining  at  home  until  he  went  west,  in 
1885.  During  1885  and  1886  he  was  engaged  in 
mining  in  Colorado,  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
in  Gunnison  county,  after  which,  returning  to 
Connecticut,  he  resumed  farming,  for  a time 
taking  charge  of  his  father’s  farm.  In  1892  he 
purchased  what  was  then  known  as  the  Deacon 
John  Banks  farm,  in  Hulls  Farms  District,  Fair- 
field  township,  and  he  has  since  given  his  entire 
time  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement,  the 
place  being  now  one  of  the  best  kept  and  most 
productive  in  this  vicinity. 

Mr.  Wakernan  has  made  a practical  study  of 
agriculture,  and  w herever  practicable  has  adopted 
the  most  modern  scientific  methods  in  his  work, 
the  result  being  that  by  the  application  of  ad- 
vanced ideas  he  has  wrought  a wonderful  trans- 
formation in  the  appearance  and  value  of  his 
farm  even  during  the  comparatively  short  time 
he  has  lived  there.  Though  still  a young  man 
he  is  as  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  details  of 
his  business  as  many  an  old  experienced  farmer, 
and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  substan- 
tial, thrifty  citizens  of  the  town.  He  was  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  Greenfield  Grange  No. 
133.  His  political  sympathies  are  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

In  1896  Mr.  Wakernan  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Margaret  Kealie,  of  Mill  Plain, 
daughter  of  Denis  Kealie.  Mrs.  Wakernan,  who 
is  a highly-accomplished  and  well-educated  lady, 
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and  prior  to  her  marriage  was  a successful  school 
teacher,  was  born  in  Fairfield  in  1873,  and  was 
a graduate  of  Bridgeport  High  School,  class  of  ’91 . 


E EDWARD  OSBORN,  the  only  male  repre- 
//  sentative  left  of  a once  very  numerous  fam- 
ily in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  and  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial well-to-do  citizens  of  that  locality,  was 
born  in  the  village  of  Fairfield,  February  2, 
1847,  in  the  house  wherein  he  now  lives  and 
which  he  owns. 

The  Osborn  family  is  of  English  ancestry, 
the  first  of  whom  in  this  country,  Richard  by 
name,  in  1634  set  sail  from  London,  England, 
in  the  good  ship  “Hopewell,”  and  after  his  ar- 
rival in  the  New  World  first  located,  in  1635,  at 
Hingham,  Mass.,  removing  thence  to  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  in  1639.  For  service  and  bravery  in  the 
Pequot  war  he  received  a “land  warrant  ’’  from 
the  Government,  said  land  being  near  the  center 
of  the  present  village  of  Fairfield,  between  that 
owned  by  John  Cable  and  Thomas  Stonington, 
and  he  finally  bought  that  of  Cornelius  Hull,  ad- 
joining. In  July,  1644,  he  took  the  oath  of 
fidelity.  He  came  to  Fairfield  between  1650 
and  1653,  became  one  of  the  dividend  landhold- 
ers of  the  town,  and  lived  there  until  November, 
1682,  when  he  removed  to  Westchester.  There 
he  died,  deeding  his  real  estate  to  his  son  John 
and  his  heirs  forever.  He  became  a freeman  in 
1692.  Richard  Osborn  was  a prominent  man  in 
Colonial  days,  and  a leading  spirit  in  all  public 
matters.  He  was  the  father  of  seven  children: 
John,  Hannah,  Priscilla,  Sarah,  Mary,  Eliza- 
beth and  David. 

John  Osborn,  son  of  Richard,  was  in  his  day 
one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  Fairfield.  He 
married  Sarah  Bennet,  daughter  of  James  Ben- 
net,  in  July,  1677,  and  their  children  were  Han- 
nah, Samuel,  John,  David,  Joseph  and  Elizabeth. 
The  father  died  July  15,  1709.  David  Osborn, 
son  of  John,  married,  and  his  children  were  as 
follows:  David,  born  February,  170 7;  William, 
May,  1709;  Sarah  Jane,  June,  1711;  John,  No- 
vember, 1713;  Eleazer,  January,  1715;  Doro- 
thy, November,  1717;  Hannah,  February,  1720; 
Grace,  January,  1724:  and  David,  August,  1726. 
Sergeant  David  Osborn,  the  father,  died  in  1732. 

Eleazer  Osborn,  son  of  David,  was  married 
]une  29,  1738,  to  Hannah  Bulkley,  and  their 
children  were  Eleanor,  born  April  n,  1739; 
Sarah,  May  27,  1741:  David,  September  3,  1743; 
Gershom,  April  23,  1746:  Hannah,  November  2 j, 
1748;  Grissel,  March  14,  1751:  Ellen,  December 
18.  1754;  and  Ebenezer  ino  date  given).  The 
father  of  this  family  died  May  20,  1788.  He 


served  as  a lieutenant  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war.  Gershom  Osborn  married  a Miss  Wilson, 
and  had  three  children,  viz.:  Seth,  who  for 

years  resided  on  Osborn  Hill,  and  at  his  death 
left  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  now  de- 
ceased; Gershom  (2);  and  Grissel.  who  married  a 
Mr.  Bradley,  of  South  Carolina,  and  died  in 
Fairfield,  leaving  one  daughter,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years. 

Gershom  Osborn  (2),  grandfather  of  Edward, 
was  born  August  14,  1 777.  in  Fairfield,  and  was 
vet  a boy  when  his  father  moved  to  what  has  for 
years  been  known  as  “Osborn  Hill.”  Here  the 
lad  was  reared,  and  here  in  afterlife  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits.  On  December  13,  1808, 
he  married  Miss  Anna  Burr,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 28,  1776,  at  Westport,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  Ephraim  Burr,  a Revolutionary  soldier.  The 
children  bv  this  union  were:  Albert;  Gould,  born 
March  3,  1813,  who  went  to  California  in  1849, 
and  died  there  in  1872;  Eliza,  born  January  20, 
1 8 1 5,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  Jane,  born 
May  14,  1816,  now  living  in  the  town  of  Fair- 
field,  the  widow  of  Henry  Sturgis;  Edward,  bom 
June  6,  1818,  deceased  when  young;  and  Cather- 
ine, born  March  28,  1820,  living  in  Fairfield, the 
widow  of  John  Nichols.  The  father  of  this  fam- 
ily passed  from  earth  February  22,  1827,  the 
mother  on  July  9,  1831,  and  they  were  buried  in 
the  old  cemetery  at  Fairfield.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church.  In  1816  he 
purchased  the  land  whereon  our  subject  now 
makes  his  home. 

Albert  Osborn,  father  of  Edward,  was  born 
February  12,  1811,  on  the  home  farm,  but  when 
he  was  ready  for  school  his  father  removed  the 
family  into  the  village  of  Fairfield  in  order  that 
the  children  might  have  better  educational  priv- 
ileges. Like  his  forefathers,  Albert  was  a life- 
long farmer,  and  he  was  a widely-known  and  high- 
ly respected  citizen.  On  December  24,  1835,  he 
married  Maria  Staples,  who  was  born  July 
22,  1817.  at  Newtown,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Staples.  She  was  left  an  orphan  in 
her  girlhood,  and  then  went  to  live  in  the  fam- 
ily of  her  cousin,  George  Peck,  at  one  time  keep- 
er of  the  jail  at  Fairfield.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osborn 
made  their  home  throughout  married  life  at  the 
old  homestead  of  the  family  in  the  village  of 
Fairfield,  and  followed  farming.  The  children 
of  this  honored  couple  were  Elizabeth,  born  June 
]8,  1839.  died  unmarried  February  22,  1863, 
Harriet,  born  September  3,  1842,  died  unmar- 
ried in  June,  1868;  and  Edward,  our  subject, be- 
ing the  youngest.  The  father  died  June  23, 1865. 
the  mother  on  January  27,  1861,  and  their  re- 
mains rest  in  Fairfield  East  cemetery.  They  at- 
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tend  the  Congregational  Church;  in  politics  he 
was  a Republican.  ; 

Edward  Osborn,  whose  name  introduces  this  j 
review,  received  a liberal  education  in  part  at  the  I 
public  school  of  Fairfield,  and  in  part  at  the  j 
Academy.  He  was  eighteen  years  old  at  the  • 
time  of  b;s  father's  death,  and  being  the  only  son  ! 
had  to  succeed  him  at  once  in  the  work  on  the  I 
farm.  On  November  6.  1872.  he  was  married  ! 
to  Miss  Mary  Helen  Nicholson,  daughter  of  ! 
Charles  and  Anna  (Head;  Nicholson,  who  now 
live  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.  Mrs.  Osborn  is  a na-  j 
live  of  England,  born  March  t8.  1847,  in  Hoi-  1 
beach,  Lincolnshire.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osborn  have  ! 
two  daughters,  Harriet  Staples  and  Henrietta.  1 
They  are  active  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Osborn  is  a diacon. 

S<  cialiy,  he  affiliates  with  the  (.itenfield  Hill 
Grange;  politically,  he  has  always  been  a stalwart  j 
Republican,  and  he  has  served  his  borough  as 
selectman  one  term,  is  filling  h is  fourth  term  as  j 
assessor,  and  for  several  tears  has  been  one  of  1 
the  ‘-rnooi  committee.  Mr.  Osbnm  is  one  of  the  ! 
leading  and  popular  citizens  of  the  community,  1 
and  those  who  have  known  him  from  boyhood  | 
ate  numbered  among  his  stanchest  friends,  while  . 
the  entire  family  stand  high  socially.  The  his-  ■ 
tone  old  structure,  known  as  the  ••  Lowder  , 
House.'  is  situated  on  his  farm,  and  at  this  writ-  ; 
ing  is  being  repaired  and  restored  by  the  D.  A.  I 
K.,  who  desire  to  preserve  it.  | 

1 

GEORGE  BURNS,  a wcll-kntwn  contractor  j 
ol  Bridgeport,  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  | 
successful  young  business  men  of  that  city,  and  > 
is  also  prominent  in  local  politics,  being  a valued  > 
worker  in  the  Democratic  party  I 

Mr.  Burns  was  born  in  Bridgeport  October  | 
20,  iS04,  and  is  of  Irish  ancestry  in  both  pater-  j 
na]  and  maternal  lines.  His  grandfather,  George  I 
Burns,  was  a farmer  in  Ireland.  Latrick  Burns,  j 
our  subject's  father,  was  born  in  County  Mayo,  | 
Ireland,  and  came  to  America  in  early  manhood,  i 
locating  in  Bridgeport  where  he  was  engaged  in  I 
the  teaming  business  for  many  \<ars,  his  death  ( 
occurring  March  9,  1878'.  He  married  Miss  | 
Mary  htapleton,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  sur-  1 
vives  him  and  resides  in  Bridgeport.  They  had  j 
four  children:  Our  subject  and  three  daughters.  . 

George  Burns  was  educated  in  the  Grand  j 
Street  school  in  Bridgeport,  and  at  an  early  age  1 
began  to  display  the  business  acumen  lor  which 
he  is  now  noted.  For  nine  \ <ars  he  was  assist- 
ant street  commissioner  of  Bridgeport,  and  since  j 
that  time  he  has  carried  on  a general  contracting  ! 
business.  While  he  has  not  been  an  office  seek-  ! 
66 


er,  he  devotes  much  attention  to  promoting  the 
interests  of  his  party,  being  an  active  member  of 
the  Democratic  association  of  Bridgeport,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1898  he  was  a delegate  to  the  Demo- 
cratic county  convention. 

In  1887  Mr.  Burns  married  Miss  Josephine 
Baltes,  of  New  York,  daughter  of  William  Bal- 
tes,  a native  of  New  York  City,  and  two  children 
brighten  tlieir  home:  George  P.  and  Loretta. 
Mr.  Burns  and  his  wife  are  Catholics  in  religion, 
and  are  leading  members  of  St.  Patrick's  Church 
at  Bridgeport. 


HANFORD  STARR  BEACH,  of  the  town  of 
T rumhull.  is  a young  man  whose  ability  and 
judgment  have  won  for  him  an  enviable  standing 
in  business  circles,  and  whose  influence  is  a 
recognized  factor  in  local  progress. 

Mr.  Beach  was  born  March  n,  1868,  in  the 
White  Plains  District  of  the  town  of  Trumbull, 
and  is  a defendant  of  a well-known  English  fam- 
ily. His  ancestors  were  early  settlers  in  Fair- 
field  county,  and  his  great-great-grandfather, 
Ephraim  l each,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  was 
born  there  and  made  his  home  upon  a farm  in  the 
town  of  Trumbull.  Rice  E.  Beach,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Trumbull 
in  1779.  and  Charles  Beach,  our  subject  s grand- 
father, was  born  at  Daniels  Farms,  in  the  same 
town,  on  January  7,  1805.  William  Frederick 
Beach,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  1842  in 
the  White  Plains  District,  and  was  educated  there 
and  at  Easton  Academy.  In  early  manhood  he 
clerked  for  a short  time  in  Wessels  Bros.'  grocery 
in  Water  street,  Bridgeport,  but  later  he  engaged 
in  farming  in  Trumbull.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
J.  Rowland,  daughter  of  John  Rowland,  of 
Easton,  and  had  seven  children:  Frederick  K.,  a 
resident  of  Easton;  Mary;  wife  of  Miles  L. 
Shelton,  of  Oxford,  Conn.;  Miss  Cora  Esther, 
who  resides  in  Trumbull;  Banford  S.,  our  sub- 
ject; Burr  F.,  a resident  of  Trumbull;  John  L.,  a 
ticket  agent  at  Trumbull,  and  Howard  S.,  a 
a partner  of  our  subject. 

During  his  boyhood  our  subject  attended  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  from  an 
early  age  he  has  been  interested  in  agricultural 
pursuits  For  five  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
milk  business  w’ith  his  uncle,  Stephen  C.  Beach, 
whose  interest  he  purchased  later.  After  con- 
tinuing the  business  alone  for  two  years  he  formed 
a partnership  with  his  brother  Howard,  and  they 
have  since  carried  on  an  extensive  dairy  business 
in  connection  with  farming.  In  the  fall  of  1894, 
Mr.  Beach  bought  bis  present  homestead  at 
Daniels  Farms,  and  in  1895  he  built  his  attract - 
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ive  residence.  He  is  a member  of  the  Trumbull 
•Grange,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest 
in  local  affairs.  In  1897  he  was  elected  to  the 
-office  of  selectmanon  the  Democratic  ticket,  andhe 
has  also  served  acceptably  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  was  married  in  Norwalk,  this  county,  to  Miss 
Harriet  Merrill,  daughter  of  Edward  Merrill,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  that  place.  Two  children 
have  blessed  the  union:  Edward  Merrill,  born 
January  14,  1894,  and  Dorothy,  born  February 
14,  189S. 


E\  STARR  SANFORD,  junior  member  of  the 

'/  firm  of  Davis  & Sanford,  photographers,  at 

No.  246  Fifth  avenue,  New  York,  is  a “Danbury 
boy.”  In  its  particular  line,  that  of  portrait 
work,  this  firm  has  one  of  the  largest  busi- 
nesses in  the  world,  their  customers  being  mainly 
found  among  society  people.  They  employ 
about  thirty  assistants,  occupy  three  floors  at 
the  above  number,  and  the  immense  volume  of 
their  business  is  the  more  remarkable  from  the 
fact  that  their  studio  was  only  established  in 
April,  1S92.  Mr.  Sanford,  our  subject,  notwith- 
standing these  interests,  has  not  entirely  deserted 
Danbury  as  a place  of  business,  for  he  is  a part- 
ner in  the  firm  of  Elbridge,  Gerry  & Co.,  Li- 
brarv  Place,  Danbury,  dealers  in  hatters'  supplies. 

Mr.  Sanford  was  born  September  27,  1861, 
and  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place  afforded 
him  an  education.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
began  to  learn  the  art  of  photography  with  J.  H. 
Folsom,  of  Danbury,  with  whom  he  remained 
thirteen  years.  He  then  established  a business 
of  his  own  in  the  same  city,  meeting  with  signal 
success  for  four  years,  when  the  building  was  de- 
stroved  by  fire.  He  met  this  disaster  with  larger 
.plans  for  the  future,  and,  forming  a partnership 
•with  Charles  H.  Davis,  entered  into  business  at 
itheir  present  location. 

Mr.  Sanford  married  Miss  Emma  Gray, 
-daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Gray,  and  one  son, 
Charles  G.,  blesses  their  union.  They  live  at 
•Danbury.  Socially,  Mr.  Sanford  and  his  wife 
are  popular,  and  are  members  of  the  Second 
'Baptist  Church  there.  He  belongs  to  numerous 
fraternal  orders:  The  Knights  of  Honor;  Pro- 
gressive Lodge  No.  18,  I.  O.  O.  F.;  Union  Lodge 
No.  40,  F.  & A.  M. ; Eureka  Chapter  No.  23, 
•R.  A.  M.;  Wooster  Council,  R.  & S.  M.;  Cru- 
sader Commandery  No.  to,  K.  T. ; Pyramid 
Temple.  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  is  also 
a life  member  of  the  Connecticut  Society  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  Politically, 
the  is  a Republican. 

Mr.  Sanford  is  of  the  eighth  generation  indi- 


rect descent  from  Thomas  Sanford,  who  came 
from  Gloucester,  England,  in  1631,  locating  at 
Boston,  where  he  died  in  October,  1681,  his 
wife.  Sarah,  passing  away  in  the  same  year. 
Their  son  Ephraim  was  married  November  18, 

| 1667,  to  Mary  Powell,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.. 

I and  one  of  their  sons,  Samuel,  was  married  in 
November,  1695,  to  Hannah,  daughter  of  Na- 
thaniel Baldwin,  of  Milford.  They  had  a son 
Samuel,  of  whom  but  little  is  known  except  that  he 
had  a son  Seth,  who  served  as  a soldier  in  Wash- 
ington's army  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
whose  wife.  Rebecca  (Burr),  was  a native  of 
Redding,  Conn.  Their  son  Elijah  (our  subject's 
great-grandfather)  married  Betsey  Starr,  by 
whom  he  had  a son,  Elias  S.  (our  subject's 
grandfather),  who  married  Elizabeth  Wilcox. 

Charles  H.  Sanford,  father  of  E.  S.  Sanford, 
was  born  at  Danbury,  March  14,  1826,  and  died 
April  20,  1886.  He  was  for  many  years  libra- 
rian of  the  Danville  Library.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Emmons,  a native  of  Cornwall.  Conn- 
born  December  1 5,  1 836,  who  survives  him,  now 
residing  in  Library  Place,  Danbury.  They  had 
seven  children:  Emma,  E.  Starr,  Mary,  Grace, 

Kate,  Martha  and  Fred. 


Jr  AMES  J.  LINE  HAN,  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
[ cessful  business  man  of  Bridgeport,  is  the 
proprietor  ol  a well-patronized  grocery  and 
liquor  store,  and  for  some  years  has  been  the 
local  agent  for  Pabst’s  beer. 

Mr.  Linehan  was  born  March  26,  1802,  in 
Newtown,  this  county,  and  is  of  Irish  ancestry. 
The  late  Daniel  Linehan,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  Cork,  Ireland,  and  in  early  man- 
hood came  to  this  country,  locating  in  Newtown, 
where  he  followed  the  business  of  a gardener  lor 
many  years,  his  death  occurring  in  189'  His 
wife,  Hannah  (Quailey),  a native  ol  County 
Clare.  Ireland,  died  in  1896  in  Newtown  They 
had  three  children:  John,  who  is  now  clerking 

for  our  subject;  Michael,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  James  J. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  Newtown  and 
Sandy  Hook,  and  at  an  early  age  began  to  con- 
tribute to  the  support  of  the  family,  taking  care 
of  his  mother  seven  years.  As  a young  man  he 
clerked  a year  and  a half  for  J.  H.  'Warner,  0 
Sandy  Hook,  and  then,  after  working  two  veaR 
in  a rubber  factory  spent  a year  with  Edwar 
Taylor,  the  landlord  and  undertaker.  In  4 
he  removed  to  Bridgeport  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  his  cousins,  E.  & J.  Linehan,  as  a cler' 
in  their  grocery  and  liquor  store.  In  1886  he  e 
came  a partner  in  the  business  with  E.  L.  Line 
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ban  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  & J.  Lim-han, 
and  two  vears  later  he  purchased  the  latter's  in- 
terest. Since  that  time  he  has  conducted  the 
business  alone  at  No.  139  Myrtle  avenue,  and 
his  excellent  stock  ol  poods  shows  his  sound  judg- 
ment and  enterprise.  He  is  much  respected  lor 
his  honesty,  and  while  in  business  with  his  cousin 
he  paid  off  many  debts  which  he  could  not  have 
been  compelled  to  meet  had  he  chosen  to  repu- 
diate them.  In  1892  he  married  Miss  Anna  Mar- 
tin, daughter  of  Neal  Martin,  who  was  for  many 
years  keeper  of  the  lighthouse  at  Bridgeport. 
Five  children  have  blessed  this  union.  Frank. 
Alice.  Helen,  Mary  and  Leo  The  family  is 
identified  with  the  Catholic  Church  at  Bridge- 
port. of  which  Mr.  Linehan  is  a leading  member, 
having  been  appointed  lor  eight  successive  \ears 
to  take  up  the  collections  in  the  Church.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  Order  of  Foresters  of  Amer- 
ica and  of  various  Catholic  fraternities.  Politic- 
ally, he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  part). 

^PHOMAS  J.  CARR,  a well-known  resident 
X of  Bridgeport,  is  engaged  in  an  extensive 
wholesale  and  retail  liquor  business,  making  a 
specialty  of  bottling  high-grade  native  wines  and 
liquors  lor  medical  and  family  use.  He  is  agent 
for  the  famous  brand  of  Kentucky  whiskey  known 
as  the  “Thomas  Jefierson,"  and  the  “Pride  of 
Jefferson,"  and  for  the  Wiener  and  lager  beer  of 
the  F.  M.  Schaefer  Brewing  Company,  while 
he  manufactures  on  his  own  account  a popular 
wine,  called  “Carr's  Wild  Cherry  Wine  " 

Mr.  Carr  was  born  February  7,  18(13.  in  Som- 
erville, Mass.,  and  is  of  Irish  ancestry.  Robert 
Carr,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a native  of 
County  Cavan.  Ireland,  and  came  to  America 
at  the  age  of  fourteen,  while  his  wife.  Marie 
(Flaherty;,  was  a native  of  the  Isle  of  Arran. 
They  met  and  were  married  in  this  country,  and 
soon  afterward  settled  in  Somerville,  Mass.,  but 
later  removed  to  Stow,  Mass.  Both  are  still  liv- 
ing (18981  at  an  advanced  age.  the  father  being 
ninety-six  and  the  mother  ninety  years  old  Of 
their  six  children.  John  died  in  infancy;  Thomas 
J.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
Maggie  died  in  infancy;  James  R.  is  connected 
with  our  subject  s business;  Edward  is  a larrner 
near  Stow,  Mass;  and  Miss  Mary  resides  at  Stow. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  eight  years  of  his 
life  at  Somerville,  Mass.,  where  his  education 
was  begun.  He  then  accompanied  his  patents 
to  Stow,  and  there  he  continued  his  studies  un- 
til he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen,  when  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Hale  High  School.  For  a 
year  he  was  employed  in  a paper  mill  at  Walt- 


' ham.  Mass.,  and  later  he  was  a short  time  with 
the  Russell  Paper  Company,  at  Lawrence,  Mass. 
He  then  visited  different  places,  working  at  the 
j paper  business  as  opportunity  offered,  and  for  six 
years  he  w as  employed  by  the  Derby  Paper  Com- 
pany. at  Birmingham,  Conn.  In  1888  he  re- 
; moved  to  Bridgeport,  and  became  connected 
with  the  Eaton.  Cole  & Burnham  Company,  re- 
, maining  until  1895,  w'hen  he  established  his  pres- 
1 ent  business  at  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Cannon 
1 streets.  Politically,  he  is  an  Independent,  and 
I he  and  his  wife,  who  was  formerly  Miss  Jennie 
I Dovle,  of  Wethersfield.  Conn.,  are  popular  in 
social  life.  He  is  a member  of  various  fraternal 
| societies,  including  the  1.  O.  O.  F..  the  B.  P.  0. 

, E.,  the  Order  of  Foresters,  the  Red  Men,  the 
1 Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle,  the  Arions,  the 
! Rambling  Wheel  Club,  and  several  others. 


PETER  J.  DOYLE,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Stamford,  is  manager  for  the  establishment 
1 of  James  E.  Quinn,  at  No.  25  Manhattan  street, 
! Stamford,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Doyle  was  born  October  22,  1866,  at 
j Kondout,  N.  Y.,  and  is  of  Irish  descent  in  both 
! paternal  and  maternal  lines.  His  father,  the 
j late  Nicholas  Doyle,  was  a native  of  W’exford. 

I Ireland,  but  came  to  America  in  early  life,  lo- 
| eating  first  at  Rondout,  N,  Y.,  where  he  was 
, engaged  in  business  (or  many  years  as  a cooper. 

1 Later  he  removed  to  Stamford,  this  county,  and 
I his  death  occurred  there  September  7,  1892. 

! His  wife.  Julia  (Bolandh  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
I ried  in  Rondout,  was  also  a native  of  Ireland. 

! This  worthy  couple  had  seven  children,  our  sub- 
| ject  being  the  youngest. 

Mr.  • Doyle's  boyhood  was  chiefly  spent  in  East 
Kingston,  N.  Y.,  his  education  being  obtained 
1 in  the  schools  of  that  locality.  On  leaving 
, school  he  learned  the  cooper’s  trade  with  his 
1 father,  but  after  working  at  the  business  for  two 
j years,  he,  in  1880,  went  to  Greenpoint,  L.  I., 

1 and  for  nine  months  was  employed  in  the  oil 
1 works  there.  OnMay2,  1881,  hecameto  Stam- 
1 ford,  and  after  working  for  six  months  in  Collen- 
1 der  Billiard  Factory  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
1 Yale  & Towne  Manufacturing  Company,  spend- 
ing two  years  and  a half  in  “ Department  A ” of 
1 their  shops.  His  next  employment  was  as  a 
1 clerk  in  John  McCormick’s  grocery  and  liquor 
store,  and  on  giving  up  that  position  he  went  to 
New  York  City  and  worked  for  one  year  for  the 
1 Consolidated  Gas  Company.  Returning  then  to 
Stamford,  he  for  a considerable  length  of  time 
was  employed  in  the  market  of  James  R.  Eells, 

1 on  Main  street,  and  then  accepted  his  present 
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position,  which  he  has  now  been  occupying  some 
six  years.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  he  is  both  active  and  influential  in  local 
affairs,  having  been  a member  of  the  town  and 
borough  committees,  while  at  this  writing  (1898) 
he  is  serving  his  second  term  as  town  auditor. 
Socially,  he  is  popular,  and  he  is  identified  with 
various  fraternal  orders,  including  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians,  the 
Foresters,  and  the  different  guilds  connected 
with  St.  John’s  Catholic  Church.  In  1896  he 
was  married  at  Stamford  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Kane, 
and  their  home  is  brightened  by  an  attractive 
little  daughter,  Katherine  Elizabeth. 

BiENJAMIN  A.  BURNS,  a well-known  resi- 

; dent  of  Shelton,  has  for  many  years  held  the 

position  of  foteman  of  the  chasing  department  of 
the  Derby  Silver  Company,  his  fine  artistic  taste 
and  rare  executive  ability  being  highly  appre- 
ciated by  his  employers. 

The  Burns  family  is  of  Scotch-lrish  origin, 
and  our  subject’s  grandfather,  Henry  Burns,  was 
a native  of  Scotland,  whence  in  early  manhood 
he  came  to  America,  locating  in  New  York  City. 
He  married  soon  after  coming  to  this  country, 
and  after  ten  years  both  parents  died,  leaving 
four  orphans:  Elizabeth,  Margaret,  Andrew  and 

Patrick  Henry. 

Patrick  Henry  Burns,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  and  reared  in  New  York  City,  and  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  removed  to  Middletown, 
Conn.,  where  he  still  resides.  By  occupation  he 
is  foreman  of  the  tin  department  of  the  J.  O. 
Smith  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Middletown, 
Conn.,  having  retained  this  position  for  more 
than  fifty  years.  Politically,  he  is  a Republican, 
and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  both  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  married  Miss 
Lola  Addis,  a native  of  Cromwell,  Conn.,  and 
had  seven  children:  Edgar  H..  who  married 

Edith  Meldrum,  of  Berlin,  Conn.;  Jane,  who 
married  L.  C.  Hinman,  an  enterprising  attorney 
of  Meriden,  Conn.;  Andrew  J.,  located  in  New 
York  City;  Benjamin  A. ; William  H. ; Edward 
M.  (deceased):  and  Lola  A.  (deceased). 

The  Addis  family  is  of  English  stock.  Our 
subject’s  maternal  grandfather,  Benjamin  Addis, 
was  engaged  for  many  years  in  the  manufacture 
of  brick  at  Cromwell,  but  later  became  interested 
in  agriculture.  His  wife,  Emily  Stevens,  of 
Deep  River.  Conn.,  was  of  English  descent,  and 
her  ancestors  were  early  settlers  in  the  vicinity 
of  Deep  River.  Her  maternal  grandfather  was 
David  Thompson,  who  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  as  sergeant  of  Captain  Ely's  com- 


pany, and  later  in  the  same  capacity  in  Captain 
Humphrey's  company.  His  daughter,  Harriet 
Thompson,  married  Appleton  Stevens,  one  of 
their  daughters  being  Emily  Stevens.  To  Ben- 
jamin and  Emily  Addis  the  following  children 
were  born:  Mariette,  who  married  Merritt  Corn- 

; well,  a farmer  of  near  Middletown,  now  de- 
1 ceased;  Lola,  our  subject’s  mother;  Jane,  wife  ol 
| Minor  Treat,  a farmer  of  near  West  Cromwell; 
j Margaret,  who  married  Isaac  Cornwell,  a livery- 
| man  at  Middletown,  where  he  has  held  the  office 
I of  postmaster  and  is  prominent  in  municipal  af- 
1 fairs;  and  Charles,  a mechanic  and  farmer,  who 
I married  Emily  Fessenden,  and  settled  in  West- 
1 field,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Burns,  our  subject,  was  born  November 
| 15,  1863,  in  Middletown,  where  he  received  his 
1 early  education,  his  attendance  at  school  contin- 
i uing  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen.  In 
I 1880  he  went  to  Derby  to  learn  the  art  of  en- 
I graving  on  silver,  and  lor  eleven  years  he  was  in 
; the  employ  of  the  Derby  Silver  Company.  In 
i 1891  he  returned  to  Middletown,  taking  the  posi- 
I tion  of  foreman  in  the  engraving  and  chasing  de- 
I partment  of  the  Middletown  Silver  Plate  Com- 
| pany,  but  after  one  year  he  again  entered  the 
1 employ  of  the  Derby  Silver  Company,  becoming 
I foreman  of  the  chasing  department. 

On  December  24,  1883,  Mr.  Burns  married 
1 Miss  Alice  V.  Garrod,  a native  of  Ipswich,  Suf- 
I folk,  England,  and  a daughter  of  Robert  and 
I Mary  Garrod.  Five  children  have  blessed  this 
1 union:  Andrew'  G.,  Charles  A.,  Allan  H.,  Lola 

! A.,  and  Harold  B.  (deceased).  Since  1892  Mr. 
I Burns  has  made  his  home  in  Shelton,  and  he 
I and  his  wife  are  identified  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  that  place.  He  is  a member  ol 
Echo  Hose  Company  of  Shelton,  and  of  Ousa- 
tonic  Lodge  No.  6,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Derby,  while 
in  politics  is  a strong  Republican. 


MrAX  A.  DURRSCHM1DT,  an  enterprising 
_ j and  successful  business  man  of  Shelton,  is 
gaining  more  than  local  fame  as  a contractor  and 
builder.  As  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  M 
A.  Durrschmidt  & Co.,  he  has  control  of  a large 
1 and  constantly  increasing  business,  and  among 
I the  many  buildings  erected  under  his  supervision 
j are  some  of  the  best  in  Shelton,  Derby,  Ansonia 
I and  other  towns.  Among  these,  we  mention 
1 Germania  Hall  at  Ansonia,  built  in  1892,  and 
1 the  large  pavilion  and  boat  house  at  Lake  Hous- 
1 atonic  Park,  while  St.  Mary’s  school  at  Derby. 

1 which  was  begun  March  25,  1897,  is  an  admit- 
I able  specimen  of  his  work,  its  completion  adding 
I another  attraction  to  that  charming  little  city. 
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Mr.  Durrschmidt  seems  to  have  inherited  his 
inclination  toward  his  prolession.  as  his  father, 
h redetick  A.  Durrschmidt,  who  died  in  18^3. 
was  a successful  contractor  and  builder  at  Giau- 
chau.  Germany.  Our  subiect  s mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Johanna  Crasselt,  and  who  is 
yet  living,  is  a native  of  Giant  hau.  This  worthy 
couple  had  eight  children,  five  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity,  our  subject  being  the  youngest.  Gus- 
tav has  been  a detective  in  the  employ  of  the 

< .trii.an  Government  for  twenty-five  \ ears;  Annie 
is  the  wife  of  Bernard  Htnsrhel,  a public  official 
in  Germany ; Ernest  is  a merchant  and  shoe  manu- 
facturer at  Halle,  Germany;  and  Franz  is  a ma- 
rhmist  at  Chemnitz.  Gem. am. 

( >ur  subject  was  born  January  1.  t 86<>,  at 
Giaurhau,  Germany,  and  his  (duration  was  ob- 
tained in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  From 
childhood  he  cherished  the  desire  to  come  to 
America,  and  on  October  8.  Oho,  when  only 
fourteen  tears  old,  he  landed  in  New  York  City, 
and  began  the  struggle  for  a livelihood  Going 
diiectly  to  Hartford.  Conn.,  he  entered  upon  an 
aj  pit- ntu  eship  to  the  carpenter  s trade  with 
Mr  Hone  Bros.,  with  whom  he  remained  about 
tm  rears,  their  work  taking  him  to  difterent  parts 
of  this  State.  'In  the  fall  of  1889  he  located  at 
Shelton  and  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
c unt  as  a contractor  and  builder,  in  1806  form- 
ing a partnership  with  Peter  K til  1 v under  the 
pi- sent  hrm  name.  Mr.  Durrschrmdt  is  much 

< ‘teemed  as  a citizen,  and  is  prominent  in  the 
1 >c mocratic  organization  in  the  town  of  Hunt- 
ington, having  served  as  township  assessor  for 
four  tears,  from  1892  to  l8o» 

In  1888  he  married  Miss  Maty  Hill,  a lady  of 
English  descent,  and  a daughter  of  Thomas  Hill, 
a well-known  resident  of  Shelton.  Six  children 
brighten  our  subject’s  home:  Albert,  Henry, 

Frank,  Frederick,  Dorothy  and  Alice.  The 
family  is  identified  with  the  Catholic  Church  at 
Derby,  of  which  Mr.  Durrsrhmidt  ts  an  active 
member,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Col- 
umbus, a Catholic  organization 


Abram  Wellington  was  bom  at  Great 

Neck,  Long  Island,  August  7,  1864.  At 
the  age  of  ten  years  he  was  obliged  to  contrib- 
ute to  his  own  support,  doing  so  by  selling  pa- 
pers for  Charles  Rawlings  (now  an  eminent  phy- 
s eian  of  New  Haven),  delivering  more  than  two 
hundred  every  evening.  At  the  age  of  fourteen, 
l aving  spent  two  years  with  The  John  S.  Way 
Manufacturing  Company  of  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
he  engaged  to  learn  the  plumbing  business  with 
Alfred  Hopkins,  of  Bridge]. ort.  Conn.,  at  that 


time  the  leading  heating  engineer  and  plumber  of 
New  England,  remaining  with  Mr.  Hopkins  for 
seven  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  desiriug  a 
change,  he  carried  on  the  grocery  business 
successfully  for  about  a year,  at  the  end  of  that 
tune  giving  the  business  to  his  father  and  return-t 
mg  to  Ins  trade  as  foreman  for  M.  R.  Leaven- 
worth, of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  remained 
| for  about  three  years. 

Having  now  reached  the  age  of  manhood 
1 (being  about  twenty-five  years  old),  and  being 
ambitious  to  advance,  he  left  Mr.  Leavenworth 
and  formed  a partnership  with  his  brother  George 
i lor  the  purpose  of  doing  a genera)  plumbing  and 
furnace  business.  But  the  partnership  not  being 
satisfactory  he  at  the  end  of  one  year  left  the 
firm  and  started  for  himself  at  No.  46  Kossuth 
Street,  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 

Here  he  gradually  built  up  a profitable  and 
substantial  business  till  the  autumn  of  1897,  when 
he  formed  a partnership  with  N.  B.  Curtis  (men- 
tioned more  fully  elsewhere)  under  the  firm  name 
1 of  Curtis  Wellington,  located  at  No.  459  East 
j Main  street,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  his  strict 
! honesty  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business. 

coupled  with  years  of  experience,  are  bringing 
I their  sure  reward 

In  1887  Mr.  Wellington  married  MissGeorgic 
I Wells,  daughter  of  Guerdon  Wells,  of  Bridge- 
, port.  Conn.  Mrs.  Wellington  died  September  24, 

1 1893.  and,  for  his  second  wile,  he  married  Miss 
j Martha  J.  Arbuckle,  daughter  of  John  and  Lucy 
I Arbuckle  One  daughter,  Ellen,  has  blessed 
I their  union.  Mr.  Wellington  is  a member  of 
i the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Bridge- 
( port,  and  of  the  Samuel  Harris  Lodge  of  Odd 
Fellows.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics. 

The  patents  of  Mr.  Wellington  were  both 
I born  in  England.  William  Wellington,  father 
) of  Abiam,  came  to  America  when  about  twenty- 
1 two  years  of  age,  landing  in  New  York,  and, 

1 having  an  occasion  to  visit  Boston,  made  the 
1 trip  thither  by  stage.  In  answer  to  an  adver- 
; tisement  he  went  to  Long  Island  to  work  at 
: stone  masonry,  which  occupation  he  continued 
with  farming,  and  those  two  he  followed  through- 
out his  life,  dying  May  22,  1894,  aged  eighty- 
! two. 

His  wife,  Mary  (Ratcliffe),  came  to  America 
1 when  five  years  old.  The  children  born  to  them 
1 were  as  follows:  The  eldest  died  at  infancy;  Will- 
iam 1?  a blacksmith,  of  Nichols,  Fairfield 
I county:  George  is  a plumber  in  New  Haven; 
I Man  is  the  wife  of  George  Bowe,  a millwright 
1 of  Shelton:  Charles  is  a steam  fitter  of  Bridge- 
! port;  Matilda  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Fanning,  a 
1 carpenter  of  Bridgeport;  Jane  is  the  wife  of 
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William  Potter,  a quarryman  of  Ansonia;  and 
Abram  is  our  subject.  The  mother  of  this 
family  lives  among  her  children. 


E>DGAR  E.  HAMILTON,  an  enterprising,  suc- 
/ cessful  young  business  man  of  Danbury,  con- 
ducts one  of  the  best-equipped  and  best-managed 
printing  offices  in  that  town,  at  No.  268  Main 
street.  While  he  makes  a specialty  of  hatters’ 
printing,  he  has  the  reputation  of  doing  the  finest 
work  of  every  description  for  manufacturers,  mer- 
chants and  business  men  in  general. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  born  in  Danbury,  Septem- 
ber 13,  1860,  and  is  of  an  old  Scottish  family. 
He  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  direct  descent 
from  William  Hamilton,  son  of  Gallatin  Hamil- 
ton, of  Glasgow,  Scotland.  William  was  born 
in  Glasgow  in  1643 ; came  early  to  New  England; 
settled  on  Cape  Cod,  and  was  persecuted  as  one 
who  dealt  with  evil  spirits,  for  having  killed  the 
first  whale  on  the  New  England  coast.  He  came 
to  Danbury,  where  he  died  in  1746,  aged  one- 
hundred  and  three  years. 

Silas  Hamilton,  the  next  in  order  of  descent, 
was  born  on  Cape  Cod,  whence  he  came  with  his 
father  to  Danbury,  and  settled  in  Pembroke  Dis- 
trict. His  son,  John  Hamilton,  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Pembroke 
District,  and  made  his  home  there  throughout 
his  life,  following  carpentering  as  an  occupation. 
He  served  as  a soldier  during  the  entire  Revolu- 
tionary war,  enlisting  twice.  At  the  burning  of 
Danbury  by  the  British,  during  that  war,  Silas 
Hamilton,  j r. , brother  of  John,  had  a piece  of 
red  flannel  cloth  at  a fuller's,  on  South  street. 
Hearing  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  he  started 
post  haste  for  his  goods.  As  he  emerged  from 
the  shop  with  his  cloth,  the  British  forces  were 
close  upon  him.  Remounting  his  horse  he  flew 
up  Main  street  with  the  troopers  in  full  pursuits, 
and  steadily  gaining  ground  on  him;  one  in  ad- 
vance and  close  upon  him  swung  his  sword  to  cut 
him  down,  when  a singular  but  most  fortunate 
accident  occurred.  Silas  lost  a part  of  his  hold 
upon  the  roll  of  cloth,  and  it  flew  out  like  a giant 
ribbon,  frightened  the  pursuing  animals  so  that 
he  escaped  with  his  life  and — cloth! 

Eli  Hamilton,  our  subject  's  great-grandfather, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Danbury  township,  and 
died  there.  He  married  Hannah  Barnum,  of 
Putnam  county,  N.  Y. , and  settled  upon  a farm, 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life  being  devoted  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  Of  his  three  sons,  Nor- 
man, our  subject’s  grandfather-,  was  the  eldest. 
George  W.,  who  became  a farmer  at  the  old 
homestead,  was  a prominent  man  in  his  day, 


holding  numerous  public  offices  including  those 
of  clerk,  selectman,  and  judge  of  probate.  Phi- 
lander was  a farmer  in  the  same  town. 

Norman  Hamilton  grew  to  manhood  at  the 
old  homestead  where  he  first  saw  the  light,  and 
engaged  in  agriculture  in  his  native  town.  He 
married  Ann  Hopkins,  of  Putnam  county,  N.  Y., 
and  had  four  children,  George  N.,  our  subject’s 
father,  being  the  eldest.  After  passing  his  youth 
upon  the  old  iarm  he  learned  the  hatter's  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  many  years.  He  married 
Miss  Mary  E.  Thorp,  whose  father,  Joel  Thorp, 
was  a well-known  resident  of  Danbury.  They 
have  three  children:  (1)  Edgar  E.  is  our  sub- 

ject; (2)  Mary  A.  married  George  M.  Stebbins, 
of  Danbury;  and  (3)  Miss  Georgia  B.  is  now  a 
successful  school  teacher. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Danbury,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
began  to  work  at  the  hatter's  trade.  This  not 
being  congenial,  however,  he  after  a year  en- 
gaged in  his  present  line  of  business,  beginning 
on  a small  scale.  The  first  outfit  that  he  pur- 
chased (in  1878)  was  a very  small  one,  but  as  his 
business  increased  he  improved  his  facilities  un- 
til he  has  now  one  of  the  best  equipped  printing 
offices  in  this  section  of  the  Slate,  his  twenty 
years  of  active  business  having  made  him  a past 
master  at  his  chosen  occupation. 

In  1887  Mr.  Hamilton  married  Miss  Minnie 
E.  Starr,  daughter  of  Harry  and  Eliza  (Hodges) 
Starr,  of  Danbury.  Two  children  have  come  to 
this  union:  Mildred  S. , born  in  1890;  and 

George  E. , born  in  1892.  Mr.  Hamilton  and 
his  wife  are  prominent  socially,  and  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  various  fraternal  orders,  including  the 
Masonic  bodies,  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men,  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  also  a di- 
rector of  the  Danbury  Board  of  Trade. 


RTHUR  G.  JESSUP,  proprietor  of  a lead- 
ing  blacksmith  and  horse-shoeing  establish- 
ment in  Stamford,  Conn.,  is  a native  of  the 
State,  born  August  19,  1866,  in  the  town  of 
Stamford,  Fairfield  county. 

William  Jessup,  his  grandfather,  was  for  many 
years  a resident  of  Stamford,  where  he  followed 
the  trades  of  carpenter  and  miller.  In  social  life 
he  was  a Freemason  of  high  degree. 

Charles  Henry  Jessup,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Strawberry  Hill,  in  the  town  of 
Stamford.  He  first  learned  the  trade  of  carpen- 
ter, at  which  he  worked  three  years,  then  took 
up  black-smithing  at  Long  Ridge,  Conn.,  under 
the  instruction  of  Sylvester  Lockwood.  At  High 
Ridge  he  commenced  business  for  himself,  later, 
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in  1 868.  removing  to  River  Hank,  in  the  town  of 
Stamford,  where  he  has  since  remained.  By  his  | 
wife.  Jane  B.  (Merritt),  of  Hortchester,  N.  V.,  he 
had  four  children:  Arthur  Grant,  our  subject;  l 
Josephine,  wife  of  Granville  Tierce,  of  Stamford,  i 
Annie  L.  and  Benjamin  Harrison.  Charles  H. 
Jessup  in  religious  faith  is  a member  of  the  Con-  1 
gregational  Church,  and  in  politics  he  has  always 
been  an  active  Republican  since  the  organisation  | 
of  that  party. 

Arthur  G.  Jessup  received  his  education  at  | 
the  public  schools  of  River  Bank,  after  which  he  , 
served  a regular  apprenticeship  at  his  trade,  ) 
blacksrnithmg.  at  Hortchester,  N.  Y.  In  1886  i 
he  established  himself  in  business  in  Stamford, 
and  ior  some  three  >ears  had  a partner,  a NJr.  | 
Sargent,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  Sargent  \ 
Jessup.  Since  18S9  he  has  been  alone,  enjoying  1 
a well-merited  j atronage.  his  reputation  being  1 
wide-spread  both  in  biacksmithmg  and  horse- 
shoeing. of  which  latter  he  makes  a specialty.  j 
On  March  -to.  |S88,  Mr.  Jessup  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Laura  E.  Studwell.  daugh-  1 
ter  of  \Y.  \Y.  Studwell.  and  one  child,  Edith  A..  | 
has  been  born  to  them.  Socially,  our  subject  is  j 
affiliated  with  Excelsior  Lodge  No.  49.  Knights  | 
of  Pythias,  of  which  he  is  district  deputy  grand 
chancellor;  he  is  a member  of  Leeds  Council  No.  1 
16.  Order  of  United  Ameiican  Mechanics,  and  a 1 
member  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  in 
which  he  is  past  sachem  of  Powahay  No.  33  1 
Tribe.  While  a resident  of  Portchester,  N.  Y.,  1 
he  was  a member  of  Putnam  Hose  Company.  | 
In  religious  faith,  he  and  Mrs.  Jessup  are  idenli-  I 
fied  with  the  Congregational  Church  at  Stain-  I 
ford.  They  are  deservedly  respected  and  es-  ■ 
teemed  by  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. j 

1 

) 

J OHN  H.  SCHUTT,  of  Bridgeport,  is  an  en-  1 
1 terprismg  young  business  man,  and  has  es-  I 
tablished  a fine  trade  in  meats  and  groceries 
at  No.  135  Carroll  avenue.  His  career  demon-  I 
strates  the  fact  that  ability  and  well-directed  en- 
ergy will  command  success  in  business  life  not-  1 
withstanding  the  limitations  imposed  by  lack  of  } 
outside  aid. 

Like  many  of  the  successful  citizens  of  Fair-  1 
field  county,  Mr.  Schutt  is  of  German  ancestry,  1 
the  old  home  of  the  family  being  at  Holstein,  1 
Germany,  near  the  Denmark  boundary  line.  His  1 
paternal  grandparents,  Christian  and  Johanna 
Schutt,  passed  their  lives  there  upon  a farm,  and 
his  father,  John  Diedrick  Schutt,  was  born  there 
in  1858,  coining  thence  to  America  about  thirty  ; 
years  ago  and  locating  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  1 


lias  since  resided  with  the  exception  of  some  six 
years  he  was  on  a farm  in  the  town  of  Hunting- 
ton.  For  about  two  years  after  his  arrival  he 
was  employed  in  the  lumber  business,  and  for 
many  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
Bridgeport  Brass  Co.,  being  at  present  foreman 
of  the  forging  department.  He  was  married  in 
Germany  to  Fraulein  Christina  Schraeder,  and 
rive  children  were  born  to  them,  viz.  : Lizzie, 

wife  of  Frank  Kienart,  of  Derby;  William,  who 
is  employed  in  the  Union  Metalic  Cartridge  Com- 
pany; Jennie,  widow  of  Henry  Eckel,  of  Bridge- 
port; John  H..  our  subject;  and  Antonia,  de- 
ceased. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  12,  1875,  in 
the  l.ast  end  of  Bridgeport,  and  remained  in  that 
city  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twelve  years,  his 
education  being  begun  in  the  local  schools.  He 
then  removed  with  his  parents  to  the  farm  in 
Huntington,  where  he  also  attended  school,  and 
on  returning  to  Bridgeport  as  a youth  of  seven- 
teen he  found  employment  in  a cutlery  shop,  re- 
maining about  a year.  After  spending  six 
months  in  a hat  shop  he  returned  to  his  first  em- 
ployer, and  later  he  was  employed  by  A.  G. 
Felix  in  the  meat  business  for  five  years.  In 
October,  1895,  he  engaged  in  business  on  his 
own  account,  oj>ening  his  present  grocery  and 
meat  market  on  Carroll  avenue,  and  he  has  met 
with  well-deserved  success,  having  a large  trade 
through  the  north  end  of  the  city.  Politically, 
Mr.  Schutt  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  he  has 
not  aspired  to  office,  is  popular  socially,  and  is 
an  active  member  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church.  He  is  not  married. 


T OU1S  KUTSCHER.  Jk..  president  of  the 
J_s  Hartmann  Brewing  Company,  of  Bridgeport, 
is  a clever  and  successful  young  business  man 
whose  abilities  have  already  won  recognition  in 
financial  circles. 

Mr  Kutscher  comes  of  German  ancestry,  and 
his  grandparents,  Frederick  and  Louisa  (Zeuner) 
Kutscher,  who  came  to  America  in  1854,  were 
both  natives  of  Claustha!  on  Harz,  Hanover. 
Louis  Kutscher,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  there,  but  as  a youth  he  accompanied 
the  family  to  this  country,  and  for  some  years  he 
has  been  a resident  of  Bridgeport.  [A  more  ex- 
tended account  of  his  life  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.] 

Our  subject  was  born  April  1 6.  1868,  in  New 
York  City,  but  during  his  infancy  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Bridgeport  where  he  has  since  resided, 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  busi- 
ness college  there,  attending  until  he  reached  the 
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age  of  seventeen,  and  at  twenty-one  he  engaged 
in  the  brewing  and  bottling  business  with  his  fa- 
ther. Later  he  and  his  brother,  William  F. 
Kutscher,  became  interested  in  brewing  and  bot- 
tling Weiss  beer  under  the  firm  name  of  Kutscher 
Brothers,  and  their  partnership  lasted  until 
March  15,  1896,  when  it  was  formally  dissolved. 
Soon  afterward  our  subject  became  associated 
with  the  Hartmann  Brewing  Company,  and  his 
judicious  management  as  president  has  done 
much  to  increase  the  prosperity  of  that  well- 
known  firm.  Notwithstanding  his  business  cares 
Mr.  Kutscher  finds  time  to  take  part  in  local  af- 
fairs, and  in  the  spring  of  1894  he  was  elected  to 
the  city  council  of  Bridgeport,  in  which  he 
served  acceptably  lor  a term.  Politically,  he  is 
a Democrat,  and  he  is  identified  with  a number 
of  societies,  including  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  K.  of 
P.,  and  the  German  Rifle  Club. 

On  April  20,  1897.  Mr.  Kutscher  married 
Miss  Flora  Weber,  daughter  of  Robert  Weber, 
a well-known  citizen  of  Bridgeport,  at  present, 
and  for  a number  of  rears  past,  being  town 
clerk  of  the  City  of  Bridgeport.  Conn.,  and  of 
whom  further  mention  is  made  elsewhere. 


J'OHN  HENRY  BARLOW  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  November  7, 1832. 
and  there  spent  the  days  of  his  childhood 
and  received  his  early  education.  His  ancestry 
is  traced  to  one  of  two  brothers  who  came  from 
England  to  America,  settling  in  Connecticut, 
during  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
one  of  them  locating  in  the  town  of  Redding,  from 
whom  descended  the  celebrated  poet  and  politi- 
cian; the  other  located  in  Fairfield,  and  it  is  to 
him  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  traces  his 
descent.  Mr.  Barlow  comes  from  honorable 
Masonic  stock,  both  his  father  and  grandfather 
having  been  Fieemasons,  and  the  latter  was  one 
of  the  signers  of  the  famous  declaration  of  Ma- 
sonic principles,  issued  in  1832.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  Mr.  Barlow  removed  to  Birmingham, 
and  there  engaged  in  a grocery  and  hardware 
store  as  clerk,  serving  four  years.  In  April, 
1854,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Shelton 
Companv,  manufacturers  of  t ticks,  as  superintend- 
ent of  the  packing  and  shipping  department,  and 
remained  in  their  establishment  until  July,  1891. 

The  Ma  sonic  career  of  Mr.  Barlow  has  been 
an  active  and  earnest  one.  for  he  has  entered 
into  the  labors  of  the  craft  with  zeal.  He  be- 
came a member  of  King  Hiram  Lodge  No.  12, 
F.  & A.  M.,  in  1858,  being  initiated  September 
28,  passed  October  5,  and  raised  October  12.  of 
that  year.  Possessed  of  a wonderful  memory, 


I he  soon  acquired  a perfect  knowledge  of  lodge 
I work  and  ritual,  and  was  made  senior  deacon  of 
I the  lodge  in  1859,  serving  in  that  capacity  three 
j years.  From  this  position  he  was  advanced  to 
I junior  warden,  then  to  senior  warden,  and  in 
I 1865  he  was  elected  worshipful  master,  and 
1 served  two  years.  On  April  23.  1859,  he  was 
1 exalted  to  a Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Solomon 
I Chapter  No.  3,  R.  A.  M.,  and-  there  also  his 
1 capabilities  as  a workman  were  quickly  recog- 
i nized;  he  was  elected  High  Priest  of  the  Chap- 
i ter  in  1864,  serving  three  years,  and  was  again 
1 elected  in  1870,  serving  two  years  more.  On 
! January  26,  i860,  he  was  received  and  greeted 
I in  Union  Council  No.  27,  R.  & S.  M.,  was  its 
I Thrice  Illustrious  Master  from  1864  to  1868,  and 
. on  August  5,  1863,  he  was  knighted  in  New  Ha- 
1 ven  Commandery  No.  2,  Knights  Templar,  of 
I New  Haven. 

Brother  Barlow's  first  appearance  in  the 
1 Grand  Lodge  was  in  1863,  and  since  then  an  an- 
1 nual  communication  has  rarely  passed  without 
! his  being  present.  In  1871  he  was  elected  Grand 
j Junior  Deacon,  passing  regularly  through  the 
! chairs;  in  1879  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand 
' Master  under  Israel  M.  Bullock,  and  on  account 
of  his  death  was  called  to  fill  the  chair  of  Grand 
Master  for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  He  was 
elected  Grand  Master  in  1880.  Mr.  Barlow  has 
also  served  in  subordinate  positions  in  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  Grand  Council,  and  has  regularly 
advanced  to  the  highest  station,  having  served  in 
1870  and  1871  as  Grand  High  Priest,  and  in 
1874  as  M.  P.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil. He  held  the  office  of  secretary  of  his  lodge 
from  1868  to  1S99  (when  he  was  compelled  to 
decline  further  service),  and  has  done  much  to 
place  the  history  of  this  lodge  on  permanent  rec- 
ord, besides  serving  for  nine  years  as  the  head  of 
the  Grand  Convention  of  the  Order  of  High 
Priesthood.  In  1894,  on  the  death  of  Joseph  K 
Wheeler,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Connecticut,  he  was  appointed  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy by  Grand  Master  H.  O.  Warner,  of  Ne" 
Milford.  At  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
January,  1895,  he  was  elected  Grand  Secretary, 
and  has  been  re-elected  annually  ever  since.  He 
is  a thirty-second-deeree  Scottish  Rite  Mason, 
and  is  a member  of  the  Lafayette  Consistory  of 
Bridgeport.  Mr.  Barlow  is  one  of  the  managers 
of  the  Masonic  Home,  which  is  located  at  Wall- 
ingford, and  is  secretary  of  the  same.  Brother 
Barlow  has  become  widely  known  as  correspond- 
ent of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut,  which 
office  he  has  held  since  1879,  and  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  Grand  Council  since  1894,  and  he  has 
won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  craft  at 
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large  for  the  terseness  and  practical  common  ' 
sense  of  bis  reports.  As  a man  he  is  courteous  i 
and  unassuming,  with  a quiet  demeanor  and  vet  ■ 
with  a determined  will,  which,  combined  with 
pood  judgment,  helps  to  mold  a character  noted  ' 
lor  its  inflexibility  and  tenacity  ol  purpose  in  the 
cause  ol  right  and  justice.  Having  many  friends  t 
and  scarcely  an  enemy,  he  fully  enjoys  the  con-  i 
fideiice  of  the  fraternity  of  Connecticut  I 

John  Henry  Harlow  is  a son  of  David  Scott  • 
Harlow,  who  was  born  May  8,  t8o8,  in  Ridge-  I 
field,  and  a grandson  of  John  Harlow,  who  was 
horn  in  the  vear  17 78  in  Fairfield.  John  Harlow,  | 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  had  a blacksmith  1 
shop  on  Harlow  Mountain.  Ridgefield,  and  David  I 
Scott  Harlow  carried  on  the  same  business  tn  the  I 
same  place  until  he  removed  to  what  was  then  j 
known  as  Hirrningham  mow  Derby  ) At  this 
place  he  entered  a machine  shop,  following  the 
trade  of  a machinist  up  to  t fie  time  of  his  death. 
John  Harlow  married  Kane  Scott,  and  by  her  had  ! 
the  following  named  children:  Amy.  who  mar- 

ried Fhilo  Wood,  Phcbe,  who  married  Nathaniel  | 
\\  ond.  of  Danbury;  Hannah,  who  married  David  1 
Smith:  Gould;  John;  Thaddrus:  t arolme.  who  I 
married  David  Pulling,  of  Ridgefield;  and  David 
Scott  The  sons  were  all  blarksmiths.  without  j 
exception,  though  John  beiame  a hardware  1 
dealer  in  Sing  Sing,  N.  V.  Thaddrus  moved  to 
Somers.  Westchester  Co.,  N.  V..  and  Gould 
died  young. 

David  Scott  Harlow  married  Elizabeth  Ab- 
bott, of  Ridgehury,  a daughter  of  Silas  and  Mary 
( Kendrickl  Abbott  They  had  lour  children, 
viz. : John  Henry,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 

David  Kdson,  horn  December  1,  1834,  now  de- 
ceased; Mary  Elizabeth,  horn  September  30, 
1S3;.  and  Morris  Keeler,  horn  March  I.  1S43, 
both  deceased.  David  Scott  Harlow  died  in 
November.  >862,  and  his  wife  in  May,  1888. 

In  1891  John  H.  Harlow  retired  from  the 
employ  of  the  Shelton  company,  and  established 
himself  in  the  insurance  and  real  estate  business; 
he  is  vice-president  of  the  Shelton  Savings  Bank.  | 
In  1893-94-95  he  was  warden  of  the  borough  of  j 
Shelton,  and  he  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  j 
board  of  assessors  from  1893  to  the  present  time.  | 
Politically,  he  was  a Democrat  up  to  1884.  when  \ 
he  became  a Republican,  and  he  has  been  ardent  j 
in  his  devotion  to  the  party  since  that  time.  He  ; 
was  a member  of  St.  James  Episcopal  Church,  1 
ol  Derby,  for  many  years,  and  a vestryman  1 
thereof  for  more  than  twenty- five  years;  on  his  j 
removal  to  Shelton  in  1889  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  assist  in  the  formation  ol  an  Episcopal 
parish,  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  of 
which  he  is  senior  warden.  Mr.  Barlow  has  I 


been  a great  reader  and  a close  student  of  ancient 
and  modern  history,  and  is  generally  well  in- 
formed. He  is  in  every  way  a self-made  man. 

On  May  13.  1861,  Mr.  Barlow  was  married 
to  Miss  Emciine  Gilbert,  daughter  of  George 
Gilbert,  of  Newtown,  and  by  her  had  three  chil- 
dren, as  follows;  Antoinette  L.,  born  July  14. 
1863,  living  at  home;  Morris  David,  born  Octo- 
ber 18,  1809.  who  died  November  24,  1875,  and 
George  Henry,  born  August  5,  1871,  who  grad- 
uated from  the  Vale  Law  School  in  1897,  be- 
came a member  of  the  Fairfield  County  Bar.  and 
met  an  accidental  death  on  September  to  of 
that  year.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
October  20,  1875.  and  Mr.  Barlow,  on  May  29, 
1877,  married  Miss  Lina  Ells,  daughter  of  Edwin 
Ells,  of  Ansonia. 


J OHN  MAHER  To  the  young  man  who  is 
determined  to  succeed,  who  is  restlessly, 
eagerly,  irresistibly  impelled  along  the  line 
of  industry,  as  it  opens  before  him.  success  comes 
easy.  Combined  with  integrity  of  character,  in- 
dustry of  that  kind  is  a sure  winner  in  life's  bat- 
tles. An  admirable  example  is  found  in  the 
career  ol  the  worthy  young  business  man  whose 
name  opens  tins  sketch. 

John  Maher,  ice  dealer  and  general  contractor, 
of  Greenwich,  who  is  thoroughly  practical,  and 
who  from  boyhood  has  always  been  at. work,  was 
born  January  1,  1864,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  V.,  and 
was  a child  when  his  parents,  Daniel  and  Ellen 
(lvery)  Maher,  removed  to  Sound  Beach,  where 
he  was  reared.  He  was  the  eldest  child,  and  as 
his  parents  in  those  days  were  of  limited  means, 
his  schooling  at  Sound  Beach  was  often  inter- 
rupted by  the  duties  that  fell  to  him.  He  was 
at  an  early  age  initiated  into  farm  work,  his 
father  being  a tenant  for  Samuel  Adams.  John, 
too,  was  often  employed  by  Samuel  Adams. 
When  twelve  years  old  he  was  employed  bv  A.  R. 
Ferris,  of  Sound  Beach,  at  $7.00  per  month,  and 
at  the  end  of  five  months  he  had  saved  $35.00, 
which  sum  was  turned  over  to  his  parents.  He 
was  variously  employed,  and,  being  a steady 
young  fellow  brought  up  to  work,  he  was  gen- 
erally regarded  as  a superior  hand.  For  example, 
at  dropping  potatoes  he  was  able  to  command 
$1.00  per  day  ••  and  his  dinner,”  and  as  he  was 
very  rapid,  his  services  were  in  steady  demand. 
The  young  man  hardly  knew  what  it  was  to  be 
without  work.  He  was  in  employ  of  John  Mel- 
ville at  Riverside  as  a general  utility  boy,  and  for 
James  Hammel  he  served  in  a similar  capacity. 
He  worked  with  horse  and  cart  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  driving  track  that  William  Rocke- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


922 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


feller  built  at  Greenwich,  working  until  the  track 
was  finished  in  June,  1882.  He  was  then  coach- 
man for  Mr.  Johns,  at  Riverside.  When  the 
paper-mill  was  being  constructed  in  Stamford,  he 
worked  on  the  building  of  the  foundation  as 
driver  of  horse  and  cart. 

In  1885,  when  Belle  Haven  was  being  laid 
out,  he  worked  there  for  the  contractor,  Mr. 
Cramm,  and  on  the  morning  of  June  11,  1885, 
while  repairing  his  cart  saddle,  a nail  that  he  was 
attempting  to  drive  flew  up  and  struck  his  right 
eye,  causing  an  injury  that  resulted  in  the  loss  of 
its  sight.  He  was  confined  to  the  Park  Row 
Eve  and  Ear  Hospital,  New  York,  for  two  weeks, 
and  after  returning  home  he  found  profitable 
employment  in  the  use  of  a mowing  machine 
(which  he  had  previously  bought  at  a very  low 
price),  and  which  investment,  made  on  his  own 
judgment,  afforded  light  work  for  him  until  his 
recovery  from  the  injury.  This  machine  paid 
for  itself  many  times  over,  during  the  several 
seasons  he  ran  it.  The  purchase  suggested  busi- 
ness foresight.  In  September,  1885,  he  returned 
to  the  grading  at  Belle  Haven,  and  was  employed 
there  until  the  work  was  finished.  In  the  spring 
of  1886  he  began  the  ice  business,  on  a small 
scale.  He  bought  an  ice  wagon  from  C.  M. 
Scofield,  of  Mianus,  and  buying  ice  from  the 
same  man,  he  supplied  customers  in  Cos  Coband 
Riverside,  Mianus  and  Sound  Beach.  Against 
very  strong  competition  he  built  up  a business 
that  promised  well. 

In  the  fall  of  1886  he  leased  the  Isaac  Will- 
iams ice  house  at  Mianus,  and  harvested,  that 
winter,  his  first  crop.  It  not  being  sufficient  to 
supply  the  demand,  he  was  compelled  to  buy 
elsewhere.  His  success  in  the  ice  business,  like 
everything  else  he  had  undertaken,  caused  addi- 
tional requests.  Greenwich  residents  asked  that 
he  supply  that  town  also,  and  their  requests  led 
to  his  purchasing,  in  1887,  the  ice  business  and 
property  around  “Ten  Acre  Pond. ’’that  belonged 
to  Henry  Webb.  For  some  years  Mr.  Maher,  in 
addition  to  this  new  trade,  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness previously  established  at  Mianus,  Sound 
Beach,  Riverside,  and  Cos  Cob.  Since  1891  he 
has  confined  his  attention  entirely  to  the  exten- 
sive business  that  had  been  built  up  in  Green- 
wich. Under  Mr.  Maher's  management  the  ice 
business  of  Greenwich  and  suburbs  has  become 
quite  extensive,  and  the  able  manner  in  which 
it  is  conducted  is  of  great  convenience  to  the 
patrons. 

Mr.  Maher,  in  addition  to  his  ice  business,  does 
general  contract  work,  and  supplies  sand  and 
gravel,  also  builds  houses.  In  a year's  time  he 
employs  many  men,  and  “they  get  their  pay  every 


Saturday  night.’’  Mr.  Maher  oversees  his  busi- 
ness personally,  his  practical  knowledge  and  his 
natural  sagacity  contributing  in  no  small  degree 
to  his  success. 

Mr.  Maher  was  married  March  27,  1889,  to 
Miss  Lizzie  M.  Reilly,  of  Sound  Beach,  a daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Mary  (Hoggerty)  Reilly,  and 
the  children  born  to  them  are  as  follows:  Mary 
E.,  Katie  E.,  Virgie  (who  died  aged  six  months), 
Doratha  and  John  D.  In  politics  Mr.  Maher  is 
a stanch  Democrat.  He  is  no  politician,  but  is 
loyal  to  his  party  and  to  its  candidates.  He  is 
of  that  type  of  a Democrat  of  whom  it  is  said, 
“they'  always  knew  how  he  stands, "not  because 
he  tells  everybody,  but  because  he  is  true  to  his 
party.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church  at  Greenwich,  and  he  holds  the 
office  of  trustee  of  St.  Mary’s  R.  C.  Church.  It 
is  but  proper  to  add  here  also  that  Mr.  Maher 
bought  fourteen  acres  of  ground  for  a Catholic 
cemetery,  which  will  make  one  of  the  finest 
cemeteries  in  the  State.  In  conclusion,  it  may 
be  said  that  Mr.  Maher  is  enterprising,  and  a 
citizen  who  is  of  great  value  to  any  community. 
He  has  greatly  improved  his  home  and  estate, 
and  has  one  of  the  most  charming  homes  around 
Greenwich.  Though  a young  man,  he  is  one  of 
the  substantial  and  prosperous  business  men  of 
Greenwich.  There  are  none  whose  reputation 
for  fairness  and  honeSty  is  better,  none  who  can 
point  to  an  early  life  more  faithfully  spent,  none 
upon  whom  the  crown  of  popular  commendation 
can  more  fittingly  descend. 


Jf AMES  L.  MIDDLEBROOK  wasborninthe 
I town  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  January  16,  1865, 
and  there  received  his  early  education,  later 
attending  the  academy  at  Wilton.  After  leaving 
school  he  went  to  New  Haven  with  the  New 
York  & Eastern  News  Co.,  and  was  connected 
with  that  firm  some  nine  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  returned  to  Wilton,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  fish,  oyster,  fruit  and  vegetable 
trade,  in  connection  with  a store  at  the  depot, 
until  April,  1S97,  when  he  removed  to  Norwalk 
for  a few  months,  returning  to  his  old  home  « 
Wilton  about  October  i.sameyear.  Mr.  Middle- 
brook  has  been  a very  successful  business  man, 
and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his 
neighbors  and  friends.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Wilton. 

On  November  17,  1886,  Mr.  Middlebrook 
married  Miss  Henrietta  C Farnham,  who  was 
born  November  29,  1867,  in  Worcester,  Mas., 
a daughter  of  Elisha  G.  and  Caroline  A.  (b 
wards)  Farnham,  the  former  of  whom  w’asa 
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undertaker  and  manufacturer,  of  the  same  place. 
The  children  born  to  this  union  were  as  follows; 
Louis  F.,  born  September  21,  188;,  died  in  in- 
fancy; Carlton  M..  born  July  4,  18S8,  also  died 
in  infancy;  Lillie  G.,  born  March  7.  1889;  Lio- 
ns ood  G..  born  April  3,  1892,  died  in  infancy; 
lames  M.,  born  March  15.  1893;  Henrietta  F., 
burn  July  2,  1S95;  and  Farnham  Drunzer,  born 
June  25.  1897. 

Charles  O.  H.  Middlebrook,  paternal  grand- 
fatfier  of  the  subject,  was  born  in  tiie  town  of 
Wilton.  Conn.,  and  educated  in  tfie  public 
schools  of  that  town.  He  always  followed  larm- 
mp.  his  father  before  him  having  been  an  ex- 
tensive land  owner.  He  married  Miss  Sarah 
Monroe,  and  bv  her  had  children  as  follows: 
Mary,  who  married  Henry  Flower;  Samuel, 
who  married  Artemesia  Olmstead;  Charles,  who 
married  1.11a  Murphy;  James  M.,  who  married 
Emily  Olmstead;  and  Sarah,  who  married 
Orsemun  Sexton. 

James  M.  Middlebrook.  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton.  Conn.,  January 
22.  182c.  After  receiving  h is  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  that  town  he  became  a 
farmer,  and  followed  that  occupation  until  1849, 
wtien  he  and  a number  of  friends  started  for  the 
fold  fields  of  California.  Ketnaimng  there  for 
about  six  months,  he  returned  and  resumed  his 
farm  life  in  Wilton.  In  1885  he  married  Miss 
i rmly  Olmstead,  who  was  born  February  22, 
1837,  a daughter  of  Lorenzo  1).  and  Julia  (Lee) 
Olmstead,  the  former  of  whom  was  a farmer  at 
Wilton.  Conn.  By  this  union  there  were  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Sarah,  who  married  Stephen 
1 flayer;  Julia  A.,  who  died  young:  and  James  L., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  father  of  these 
children  died  in  1866  at  t he  age  of  forty,  and  the 
mother  t lien  married  Charles  L.  Morris,  of 
Brookfield,  Conn.,  becoming  the  third  wife. 

Alden  Olmstead,  maternal  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton, 
and  was  there  educated.  He  was  always  a 
farmer,  except  during  the  time  he  was  serving  as 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  He  married  Miss 
Sarah  Smith,  by  whom  he  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Lorenzo  D-,  who  married  Julia  Lee; 
Betsey,  who  married  (first  a Mr.  Cogswell,  and 
(second)  William  Lockwood;  Seth,  who  died 
young;  and  Marvin,  who  married  (first)  Sarah 
Beers,  and  (second)  Abigail  . 

Lorenzo  Olmstead,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject on  the  maternal  side,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Wilton  in  1808,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  town.  At  first  he  learned 
the  comb-maker's  trade,  and  later  that  of  shoe- 
maker, but  never  worked  on  the  bench.  He  en- 


1 gaged  in  cattle  buying  and  auctioneering,  which 
, he  continued  to  follow  most  of  his  lile.  Polit- 
I ically,  he  was  a strong  Republican,  and  was  hon- 
1 ored  by  his  fellow  citizens  with  election  to  a 
> number  of  minor  offices,  such  as  constable,  tax 
i collector,  etc.  He  was  a member  of  the  Method- 
1 1st  Episcopal  Church,  standing  w'ell  in  his  so- 
ciety. He  married  Miss  Julia  Lee,  of  Dutchess 
county,  N.  V.,  who  was  born  in  18 1 2.  By  this 
I marriage  there  were  born  the  following  children: 

1 Charles,  who  died  in  infancy;  Artemesia,  who 
married  Samuel  Middlebrook ; Emily,  who  mar- 
1 ned  f first ) James  M.  Middlebrook,  and  (second) 
1 Charles  E.  Morris;  Stephen  D.,  who  married 
Martha  Moitnus;  Sarah  I.,  who  married  Frank 
i Mills;  Lorenzo  V.,  who  was  twice  married,  his 
1 first  wife  being  Lavina  Bennett;  and  Mary  F., 

: who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 


I T*T-IEL1AM  P.  BLAND  was  born  in  the  vil- 
V*  lage  of  Glentham,  Lincolnshire,  England, 

1 September  21,  1866,  and  was  educated  in  Lin- 
: coin  and  other  places  in  Lincolnshire.  After 
leaving  school  he  was  apprenticed  to  a merchant- 
1 man,  thus  becoming  a sailor,  afterward  becom- 
ing an  otticer  on  one  of  the  vessels,  and  remain- 
1 ing  on  the  sea  thus  engaged  until  1888.  At  this 
1 time  he  located  in  Winston,  Conn.,  where  he 
1 purchased  a farm,  and  later  removed  to  Wilton, 

I where  he  purchased  another  farm,  which  he  still 
, owns  and  manages.  He  is  a member  of  the 
| Episcopal  Church  of  Wilton.  He  was  married 
j in  London,  England,  June  22,  1892,  to  Miss 
i Emily  B.  Little,  who  was  born  in  Kilmilston, 
j Hampshire.  England,  February  3,  1866,  a da  ugh- 
ter  of  John  and  Harriet  (Aked)  Little.  They 
have  two  children,  as  follows:  Dorothy,  born 

July  9,  1893;  and  Edith,  born  April  6,  1895. 

| 'John  ILand,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
I this  sketch,  was  born  in  Camby,  Lincolnshire, 

| England,  and  there  received  his  education,  and 
I he  always  followed  farming.  He  was  a member 
1 of  the  Church  of  England.  He  married  a Miss 
1 Sowerby,  of  Messingham,  Lincolnshire,  England, 
j by  w hom  he  had  the  following  children:  George, 

I who  married  (first)  Mary  Hinchfief,  (second) 

; Mary  Little,  (third)  Alice  Dobbs;  Thomas,  who 
1 married  Mary  Little;  John,  who  married  Eliza 
| Sowerby;  Harry,  who  died  young;  Frederick; 
j Marion,  who  married  James  Bennett:  and  Grace, 

1 who  married  George  Ellison. 

John  Biand,  father  of  the  subject,  was  born 
in  Camby,  Lincolnshire,  England,  in  1835.  His 
education  was  received  in  the  schools  of  that 
place.  He  became  a farmer  after  leaving  school, 

: and  continued  in  that  occupation  nearly  all  his 
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life,  retiring,  however,  in  his  old  age,  removing 
to  London,  and  there  dying  August  25,  1891. 
His  wife,  Eliza  Sowerby,  was  a daughter  of 
William  and  Ann  Sowerby,  of  Messingham,  Eng- 
land, and  she  bore  him  three  children,  as  follows: 
Catharine;  William  P.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  Harry,  who  died  young.  Catharine  married 
Earnest  Little,  and  has  one  child,  Edward  B. 

John  George  Little,  great-grandfather  of  Em- 
ily B.  Little,  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Blyborough,  Lincolnshire,  England, 
and  there  received  his  education.  He  became 
an  extensive  land  owner,  and  there  is  now  t.ooo 
acres  of  land  in  that  place  which  still  belongs  to 
the  family.  He  married  a Miss  Hill,  and  by  her 
had  the  following  children:  John  G.,  Thomas 

and  Mary  A. 

John  G.  Little,  Jr.,  grandfather  of  subject’s 
wife,  was  born  in  the  same  place  as  his  father, 
was  educated  there  and  always  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Sowerby,  a 
daughter  of  William  Sowerby,  of  England,  and 
by  her  had  children  as  follows:  John  G.,  who 

married  Harriet  AkedjThomas, deceased:  George, 
also  deceased;  William,  who  married  Grace 
Danby;  Mary,  who  married  George  Bland;  and 
Elizabeth,  deceased. 

John  G.  Little,  father  ol  our  subject’s  wife, 
was  born  in  the  same  town  as  his  father  and 
grandfather,  and  he  succeeded  to  the  estate,  thus  I 
becoming  a large  land  owner.  This  property  he 
cultivated  until  his  death  in  1886.  He  married 
Miss  Harriet  Aked,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Jane  (Bent)  Aked,  of  Bradford,  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land. She  was  born  in  1841,  and  died  in  1885, 
Their  marriage  took  place  April  16.  1864,  and  to 
them  were  born  children  as  follows:  Emily  B., 

wife  of  our  subject;  Earnest  W..  who  married 
Catharine  Bland;  Sidney,  John  G,  Arthur  and 
Nora,  all  four  of  whom  are  single,  and  there  Were 
six  that  died  in  infancy. 


IrSAAC  M.  SCOFIELD.  The  Scofield  family 
_[  has  been  identified  with  the  town  of  Stam- 
ford from  an  early  period,  and  its  members  are 
now  numerous,  the  name  being  borne  by  more 
people  than  is  any  other  in  the  town.  The  town 
iecords  mention,  under  date  of  December  7, 
1641,  an  award  of  a home  lot  and  woodland  to 
‘•Dan  Scofield,”  the  progenitor  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  family  in  Stamford. 

Peter  Scofield,  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
the  well-known  citizen  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  a deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  did  gallant  service  in  the  French 
and  Indian  war  under  General  Abercrombie  and 


General  Amherst.  He  attained  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-one  or  ninety-two  years,  and  his 
mental  and  physical  vigor  during  his  last  days  is 
illustrated  by  the  following  incident:  About  a 
year  previous  to  his  death  a militia  company,  of 
which  he  had  long  been  a member,  decided  to 
honor  him  with  a salute  as  they  passed  his 
house  on  their  return  from  “trooping,"  but 
their  pistols,  snapped  and  their  plan  was,  per- 
force, given  up.  The  old  gentleman  was  sitting 
bv  a window  watching  them,  and  as  they  were 
about  to  ride  away  he  rushed  to  the  door  and 
shouted  “Hold  on,  boys,  I will  bring  you  a coal 
of  fire.” 

Warren  Scofield,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  married  a daughter  of  Capt.  Reuben 
Scofield,  who  was  a captain  of  the  town  guards 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and,  like  Peter 
Scofield,  was  a deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church  and  a soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war. 

Amzi  Scofield,  the  only  son  of  Warren  and 
I the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  Sep- 
I tember  26,  1794,  in  Newfield,  in  the  town  of 
j Stamford.  He  inherited  the  old  farm  and 
I passed  his  life  there,  his  early  education  being 
I obtained  in  the  local  schools.  His  active  and 
progressive  management  did  much  to  develop 
the  resources  of  the  place,  and  at  the  age  ol 
twenty- four  he  built  a house  for  himself  upon  the 
farm.  On  November  24,  1819.  he  manied 
Polly  A.  Davenport,  daughter  of  Deodate  and 
Abigail  (Sanford)  Davenport,  old  settlers  of 
New  Canaan.  Mr.  Scofield  died  February  20, 
1863,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  June  19.  >79^- 
died  July  23,  1891.  Her  faculties  were  well 
preserved,  and  she  looked  many  years  younger 
than  some  women  who  have  not  attained  near 
her  age.  Of  their  children  the  following  lived 
to  maturity:  Amzi  L. , Cyrus,  William 
Abigail  Louise  and  Henry. 

Hon.  William  Wallace  Scofield,  our  subjects 
father,  was  born  March  2,  1825,  in  the  New- 
field District,  of  the  town  of  Stamford,  and  was 
reared  at  the  old  homestead.  He  had  the  usual 
educational  opportunities  of  a country  boy  of 
“the  olden  time,"  attending  the  local  schools 
! and  later  a private  school  in  Stamford,  in  win- 
i ter,  while  working  on  the  farm  in  summer,  and 
i never  received  more  than  four  months'  instruc- 
tion in  any  one  year.  In  1849,  becoming  affect- 
ed by  the  “gold  fever,”  he  joined  acompan) 
bound  for  California,  where  he  spent  a year  in 
the  mountains  searching  for  the  precious  metal. 
He  had  fair  success,  although  he  suffered  through- 
1 out  his  stay  from  the  effects  of  a severe  attack 
I of  Panama  fever.  Altogether  he  was  absent 
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Irom  home  about  eighteen  months,  and  on  his 
return  he  resumed  his  work  at  the  homestead, 
which  he  conducted  jn  a thoroughly  scientific  i 
manner,  making  it  one  of  the  best  iarins  in  the 
neighborhood.  He  acquired  a handsome  com-  I 
peience  as  a result  of  his  excellent  management,  i 
and  enjoyed  in  a high  degree  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  not  only  for  his  ability  and  sound  i 
judgment  but  for  his  personal  worth.  In  politics  , 
he  was  first  an  Old-line  Whig,  but  in  1858  he  ! 
was  identified  with  the  Know-Nothing  party,  be-  I 
mg  elected  on  that  ticket  to  the  State  Legisla-  1 
tore  fiorn  Stamford,  but  later  he  gave  his  alle-  1 
giance  to  the  Kepublican  party.  He  was  frequent- 
ly chosen  to  local  ofnce,  serving  as  selectman  1 
for  six  years,  and  for  the  same  length  of  time  he  , 
was  a member  of  the  school  committee.  On 
December  17,  >855,  he  married  I.ouisianna  Cot-  t 
delia  Mead,  who  was  born  September  12,  1834,  > 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Lucinda  (Robinson; 
Mead,  of  New  York.  The  Mead  family  is  of  Lng-  | 
lish  extraction.  Her  father,  who  was  a native  of 
England,  was  a tailor  by  occupation  and  import- 
ed his  goods  from  the  old  country,  crossing  the  1 
ocean  seventeen  times  on  his  business  trips.  \\  . 1 
W.  Scofield  died  October  to,  1895;  Mrs.  Sco-  . 
field  resides  at  the  old  hmm.  They  had  three 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  (2)  > 
Frank  Robinson,  born  May  29,  1861,  married 
May  Edson  Ryan,  of  New  York  City,  and  died  I 
November  28.  1894.  (3)  Mary  Louisa,  born  No-  1 

vember  5,  1863.  married  George  Sawter,  United 
States  Consul  at  Glauchau,  Germany.  1 

Isaac  M.  Scofield,  who  is  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  residents  of  Stamford,  was  born 
March  8,  1859.  at  the  old  homestead  in  the 
Newfield  District.  He  now  owns  and  occupies 
this  farm,  endeared  to  him  by  so  many  mem- 
ories, and  is  an  enterprising  and  successful  agri-  . 
culturist.  He  was  first  married,  in  New  Canaan,  ; 
March  2t,  1882,  to  Jessie  S.  Hurlbert,  who  died  | 
December  1,  1882,  and  on  November  12,  >889,  1 
he  was  again  married,  this  time  in  Stamford,  to  ■ 
Jessie  Strang,  daughter  of  James  B.  Strang,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  that  town.  One  son, 
Henry  Nelson,  has  blessed  this  union,  his  birth  , 
occurring  October  17.  1890.  The  family  is  prom-  1 
inent  socially,  and  Mr.  Scofield  is  a member  of 
the  New  England  Order  of  Protection. 

C HESTER  N.  MARTIN.  The  village  of  East  1 
1 Port  Chester  is  fortunate  in  numbering 
among  its  residents  this  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  who  has  done  much  toward  the 
improvement  and  development  of  that  locality.  < 
Thrifty,  industrious  and  far-sighted,  he  is  a man  1 


to  command  success,  and  his  unswerving  honesty 
has  at  the  same  time  won  for  him  the  respect  of 
all  who  know  him. 

The  Martin  family  has  been  identified  with 
the  oyster  business  at  Port  Chester  for  lour  gen- 
erations. their  grounds,  which  are  among  the 
oldest  in  the  States  of  New  York  and  Connecti- 
cut. having  been  in  their  possession  over  a cen- 
tury. Isaac  Martin,  our  subject  s great-grand- 
father, was  the  pioneer  oysterman  of  that  sec- 
tion. He  made  his  home  at  Port  Chester,  and 
he  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Sands),  had  a large  family 
of  children,  of  whom  the  following  lived  to  ma- 
turity: Jarvis  (now  residing  at  Port  Chester  at 
the  age  of  ninety-eight  years),  John,  Isaac,  Sally, 
Mary  Ann.  Sarah  and  William. 

Jarvis  Martin,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  also  engaged  in  the  oyster  business  through- 
out his  life.  He  married  Rebecca  Seaman,  and 
had  children  as  follows:  Lauretta,  Caroline, 

James.  Maria.  Phrebe,  George  W.  and  Martin. 

George  W.  Martin,  our  subject’s  father,  is 
now  a prominent  resident  of  Port  Chester,  and 
lor  forty-eight  years  he  has  followed  the  oyster 
business  successfully.  He  is  in  his  sixty-fifth  year, 
while  his  estimable  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Emily  Jessup,  is  nearly  sixtv.  They  have 
six  children:  Warren,  who  resides  at  Port  Ches- 
ter, and  is  employed  in  the  register's  office  at 
White  Plains,  N.  Y. ; Henry,  an  oysterman  and 
boat  builder  at  East  Port  Chester;  Chester  N., 
our  subject;  Emma  R.,  widow  of  the  late  John 
Tompkins,  and  a resident  of  Port  Chester;  Phoebe 
S..  now  Mrs.  John  L.  Thompson,  of  Port  Ches- 
ter, and  Ida  E.,  a successful  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Port  Chester. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  2,  1862,  at  the 
old  home  in  Port  Chester,  and  his  education  was 
obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  that  town. 
Prom  early  boyhood  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
oyster  business,  and  the  thorough  familiarity 
with  every  detail  of  the  management  which  was 
thus  gained  has  been  of  great  value  to  him.  Pos- 
sessing a keen,  practical  mind,  he  has  made  a 
scientific  study  of  the  business,  and  he  is  now  re- 
garded as  an  authority  in  many  of  its  branches. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  given  a one-eighth 
interest  in  his  father’s  business,  and  they  are  still 
in  partnership.  By  judicious  investments  in  real 
estate  at  East  Port  Chester,  Mr.  Martin  has 
greatly  increased  his  capital,  and  his  natural  abil- 
ity in  mechanical  lines  has  been  used  to  good 
purposes  in  connection  with  the  dwelling  houses 
built  by  him  in  recent  years.  His  own  residence 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the  village,  and 
he  also  owns  a double  house  and  three  single 
houses,  which  were  chiefly  built  under  his  per- 
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sonal  supervision.  In  the  repair  or' improvement  | branches  of  business.  On  January  1,  1896.be 
of  these  buildings  he  often  exercises  his  own  in-  j took  charge  of  the  feed  and  coal  business  for- 
genuity,  being  apparently  competent  to  turn  his  1 merly  conducted  by  the  late  Simon  Banks,  of 
hand  to  any  task.  He  is  a close  observer,  and  Southport,  one  of  the  oldest  establishments  of 
is  quick  to  note  and  apply  any  idea  which  may  the  kind  in  that  city,  and  in  connection  with  this 
be  of  use  to  him.  Throughout  his  life  he  has  been  he  utilizes  a large  feed  grinder  run  by  water 
strictly  correct  in  his  habits,  having  never  gam-  power.  He  commands  an  extensive  trade  in 
bled  or  used  either  liquors  or  tobacco;  the  same  general  supplies,  including  grain,  stone,  loam  and 
is  true  of  his  brothers,  and  no  better  type  of  citi-  fertilizers  of  all  sorts,  and  the  schooner  "George 
zenship  can  be  found.  While  he  is  not  a poli-  Edwin  ” is  constantly  engaged  in  shipping  his 
tician  he  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  ques-  I cargoes  of  produce  to  market.  His  integrity  is 
lions  of  the  day,  and  is  a regular  voter,  his  sup-  1 unquestioned,  while  as  a citizen  he  is  much  es- 
port  being  given  to  the  Republican  party.  I teemed,  his  public  spirit  being  shown  in  the  ready 

In  1889  Mr.  Martin  married  Miss  Mary  New-  j and  practical  sugport  given  all  progressive  move- 
man,  of  Riverside,  the  daughter  of  John  New-  1 ments.  Politically,  he  is  a stanch  Republican, 
man,  and  a descendant  of  one  of  the  prominent  1 and  while  he  is  not  an  office  seeker  he  takes  an 
pioneer  families  of  the  town  of  Stamford.  active  share  in  party  work,  holding  at  present  the 

post  of  secretary  of  the  Republican  Club  of  Fait 

field  township. 

MERBERT  B.  SHERWOOD.  The  career  On  October  23,  1895,  Mr.  Sherwood  married 

of  this  enterprising  young  business  man  of  Miss  Clara  L.  Banks,  and  one  daughter  has 

Southport  illustrates  well  the  energy,  ability  and  blessed  the  union:  Marion  Louise  Banks,  born 

sound  judgment  of  the  typical  American.  The  August  2,  1896.  Mrs.  Sherwood  is  a member  of 
Pequot  Spring  Lake  Ice,  now  controlled  solely  a well-known  family  of  this  county,  and  her  ia- 
by  him,  has  a high  reputation  for  purity,  and  in  ther,  the  late  Simon  Banks,  was  one  of  the  most 
his  extensive  business  as  a shipper  of  produce  i successful  merchants  of  Southport,  accumulating 
and  dealer  in  supplies  of  various  kinds  he  has  I through  his  own  industry  and  shrewd  manage- 
made  it  a rule  to  secure  trade  by  placing  on  the  ment  a handsome  fortune.  He  was  born  May 
market  the  best  goods,  and  his  success  suggests  16,  1830,  in  Banks  North  District,  Fairfield 
the  forcible  wisdom  of  that  time-worn  proverb,  township,  a son  of  Aaron  and  Polly  A.  (Sher- 
“ Honesty  is  the  best  policy.”  wood)  Banks,  and  his  death  occurred  May  20, 

Mr.  Sherwood,  who  is  a member  of  one  of  1897.  He  married  Miss  Nancy  M.  Brown,  who 
the  leading  families  of  the  county,  was  born  Au-  survives  him  with  three  children:  E.  S.,  no* 
gust  22,  1870,  in  the  Mill  Plain  District  of  the  judge  of  probate  of  Fairfield  township;  Miss 
town  of  Fairfield,  a son  of  J.  H.  and  Salina  Grace  E. , who  resides  in  Southport;  and  Clara 
(Beecher)  Sherwood,  of  whom  mention  is  made  L.  (Mrs.  Sherwood), 
elsewhere.  During  boyhood  much  of  his  time  in 
the  summer  season  was  spent  in  farm  work  at 

the  homestead  under  the  direction  of  his  father,  TOHN  J.  HANLON,  of  Norwalk,  is  a member 
who  has  been  for  many  years  prominently  iden-  l of  the  well-known  firm  of  Hanlon  Brothers, 
tified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  that  local-  - manufacturers  of  a superior  brand  of  baking 
ity,  but  in  winter  he  attended  the  schools  of  the  powder,  which  has  become  a prime  favorite  with 
district.  As  he  had  a decided  inclination  for  a the  best  housewives  in  the  world — those  of  Ne* 
mercantile  career,  he  also  took  a course  in  the  England.  This  firm  has  now  been  in  existence 
Loveridge  Business  College  at  New  Haven,  choos-  about  seventeen  years,  and  their  trade  is  quite 
ing  those  studies  which  bore  directly  upon  his  extensive. 

chosen  calling  rather  than  the  general  training  The  Hanlon  family  originated  in  Ireland,  and 

commonly  given.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  | Daniel  Hanlon,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 

engaged  in  business  as  an  ice  dealer  at  Southport,  | that  country,  in  County  Wicklow,  whence  he 
Fairfield  and  Greens  Farms,  and  in  1891  he  built  I came  to  America  as  a voung  man  to  settle  in 
a dam  at  Pequot  Lake,  by  which  he  secured  a | Norwalk,  where  he  engaged  in  the  business  cl 
large  quantity  of  ice,  while  gaining  good  water  1 making  wells.  He  took  much  interest  in  public 
power.  His  storage  buildings,  which  have  a ca-  questions,  being  an  ardent  Democrat,  andbeand 
pacity  of  more  than  two  thousand  tons,  were  his  family  were  devout  members  of  the  Roman 
built  by  him,  and  he  also  conducts  a sawmill,  Catholic  Church.  He  died  in  1878;  his  estimable 
with  a turning  lathe,  and  has  good  trade  in  saw  wife,  Julia  (Connor),  who  was  also  a native  of 
and  split  wood  kindlings,  in  addition  to  the  other  Ireland,  is  still  living.  They  had  fifteen  children. 
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of  whom  the  following  reached  adult  ape:  Sons 

— John  J..  William  P.  and  I).  J.:  daughters — 

— Marv.  Lizzie  (deceased  . Ella  (deceased;,  Ag- 
nes, Katie  (deceased;  and  Honors. 

Our  suhiect  was  horn  in  iS<>o.  in  Norwalk, 
and  alter  attending  school  there  ior  some  years 
he  entered  the  Eastman  Business  College  at 
Foughkeepsie.  N.  V..  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1879.  During  his  boyhood  lie  assisted  his  father 
in  making  wells,  but  after  his  graduation  he 
opened  a tea  store  in  Norwalk,  at  No.  it  Main 
street,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  |.  Hanlon. 
This  lasted  several  years,  and  on  its  dissolution 
Mr.  Hanlon  engaged  in  his  present  business  at 
Nos.  8 and  9 Wall  street.  Norwalk,  with  his 
brother.  William  F.  Hanlon,  as  partner.  They 
manufacture  baking  powder  and  shirt  waist  starch 
txcluMvely.  and  have  continued  the  business  at 
the  same  location  dut mg  all  these  years.  They 
have  just  finished  a handsome  brick  block  on 
Wall  street  to  be  known  as  the  Hanlon  Broth- 
ers' building,  and  since  their  modest  start  in 
1 S/S  their  trade  has  been  extended  to  all  parts 
of  New  England. 

John  J.  Hanlon  owns  considerable  property 
in  the  town  of  Norwalk,  and  has  a high  standing 
as  a citizen.  On  June  17.  1888.  he  married  Miss 
Theresa  Hinzes,  who  was  born  in  Norwalk,  a 
daughter  of  August  Hinzes,  a native  of  Germany, 
and  for  some  years  an  employe  of  the  woolen-mills 
at  Winnepauk.in  the  town  of  Nor  walk,  this  county. 
Three  children — Leonella,  \ enmica  and  John  J., 
Jr  -have  blessed  this  union.  Mr.  Hanlon  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  at  Norwalk,  and  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  Catholic  Club.  In  primes  he  has  always 
been  a stanch  Democrat. 


LYMAN  F.  LOCK  WOOD  The  energy, 
ability  and  enterprise  of  this  well-known 
young  agriculturist  of  Greenwich  has  won  for 
him  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and  al- 
though he  is  now  suffering  from  the  effects  of  a 
serious  accident  he  conducts  his  farm  success- 
fully. He  is  emphatically  a self-made  man.  hav- 
ing begun  as  a poor  boy  and.  through  shrewd 
management  of  his  opportunities,  gained  a hand- 
some competence. 

Mr.  Lockwood  is  a member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  Greenwich,  and  is  of  the  ninth 
generation  in  direct  descent  from  Robert  Lock- 
wood.  the  immigrant,  who  came  trom  England, 
of  whom  an  account  is  given  in  the  sketch  of 
\Y  dham  F.  H.  Lockwood.  His  great-grand- 
father, Jonathan  Lockwood,  and  grandfather, 
Mills  Lockwood,  were  residents  of  Greenwich; 


I the  latter  in  early  manhood  was  thrown  from  his 
! hoise  and  killed,  the  accident  happening  on  his 
I farm  at  Stanwich.  William  H.  Lockwood,  a son 
1 of  Mills  Lockwood  and  his  wife  Phcebe  A. 

I Holmes,  was  born  April  27,  1832,  in  Stanwich, and 
' as  he  was  but  a child  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
death  lie  was  reared  by  a paternal  aunt.  As  a 
* young  man  lie  engaged  in  the  teaming  business 
i in  New  York  City,  and  later  he  was  employed 
i lor  some  tune  by  the  Erie  Railway  Company. 

■ On  his  return  from  the  metropolis  he  located 
i first  in  Greenwich  and  then  m Port  Chester,  N. 

! Y..  but  in  June,  1897,  he  removed  to  Stanwich 
1 where  he  still  resides.  He  has  never  been  es- 
, pecially  acme  in  politics,  but  he  takes  an  intel- 
1 ligent  interest  in  the  questions  of  the  day.  and 
while  he  was  formerly  a Democrat  he  declines 
1 to  follow  the  piesent  policy  of  that  party,  and 
i so  affiliates  with  the  Republicans.  He  married 
1 (first)  Miss  Jane  Reynolds,  who  died  a few  years 
I later,  and  on  November  27,  l86t.  he  formed  a 
second  union,  this  time  with  Miss  Ophelia  Finch, 

1 who  was  born  July  21,  1845,  at  North  Castle, 

1 Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
1 and  jane  (Davids)  Finch,  and  niece  of  the  late 
! Thaddeus  Davids,  the  millionaire  ink  manufact- 
I urer  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.  She  is  still  living. 

and  is  a devout  and  consistent  member  of  the 
I Methodist  Church.  The  only  child  of  the  first 
1 marriage  died  in  infancy;  by  the  second  mar- 
I nage  t Dei e were  six  children,  as  follows:  Ly- 

; man  F.,  our  subject;  Miss  Jennie  and  Miss  Jose- 
| phine,  who  are  at  home;  May  E.,  wife  of  J.  A. 

I Sibley,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  ;and  William  Ever- 
1 ett  and  Raymond  L.,  who  are  both  residing  with 
! their  paients. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  13,  1863,  at 

I Mianus.  this  county,  and  was  chiefly  educated  in 
! the  schools  of  Stanwich,  Miss  Hannah  F.  Close 
| being  his  first  teacher.  He  remained  upon  the 
1 farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen,  when 
| he  began  to  learn  the  moulder’s  trade  at  Abend- 
rath  s foundry  in  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.  After 
1 completing  his  apprenticeship  he  worked  at  the 
( trade  for  four  years,  then  engaged  in  teaming. 

1 and  soon  afterward  in  general  contracting,  and 
1 the  supplying  of  sand  and  similar  material.  His 
1 profits  were  judiciously  invested  in  real  estate, 

1 and  lie  made  a number  of  profitable  deals.  He 
, now  owns  a home  in  Port  Chester,  built  by  him- 
1 self,  and  in  June,  1 897.  he  purchased  from  Eras- 
tus  Burns  his  present  homestead  at  Stanwich,  a 
I fine  farm  of  109  acres.  On  October  2,  of  the 
same  year,  he  fell  from  a tree  while  picking  ap- 
j pies,  and  his  spine  was  so  injured  that  he  has 
' been  confined  to  the  house  ever  since,  partial  par- 
1 alvsis  resulting. 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


92S 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Mr.  Lockwood  possesses  more  than  ordinary  ! wife  of  Ezra  Morgan,  of  Newtown,  and  mother 

intellectual  ability,  and  although  his  educational  i of  Daniel  N.  Morgan;  she  died  about  1880. 

opportunities  were  limited  to  a common-school  VII.  Edward  H.  Nash  was  reared  upon  a 
course  he  has  acquired  a wide  range  of  informa-  ! farm  near  Westport  village,  and  has  always  been 
tion  through  observation  and  reading,  of  which  1 engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Heisapublic- 
he  is  extremely  fond.  Political  issues  interest  him  1 spirited  citizen,  contributing  freely  to  all  pro- 
greatly,  and  at  present  his  sympathies  are  with  j gressive  movements,  and  is  especially  interested 
the  Republican  party,  although  he  was  formerly  1 in  religious  work,  having  given  $10,000 at  one 
a Democrat.  So  far  Mr.  Lockwood  has  not  I time  to  Christ  Church,  Westport.  While  he 
donned  the  matrimonial  yoke.  I has  never  been  a politician,  he  has  kept 

1 well-informed  upon  the  issues  of  his  time, 

I and  in  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  In 

ErDWARD  H.  NASH.  The  Nash  family  is  j 1 836  he  married  Miss  Abigail  Gorham,  who  died 

j one  of  the  oldest  in  the  town  of  Norwalk,  i after  twenty-three  years  of  wedded  life,  leaving 

and  none  stands  higher  in  public  esteem  and  con-  I no  children,  and  he  afterward  married  Miss  Mar- 
fidence,  its  members  in  every  generation  having  garet  Williams,  daughter  of  Judge  Austin  R. 
been  known  as  thrifty,  upright,  law-abiding  citi-  Williams,  of  Norwalk.  He  has  had  four  chi!- 
zens.  The  venerable  gentleman  whose  name  dren:  Adelaide,  Lloyd,  Louise  and  Fannie, 
opens  this  sketch  was  born  in  Norwalk  August  6,  Some  time  after  the  death  of  his  second  wife  in 
1809,  and  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  direct  1871,  he  married  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  (Partrick) 
descent  from  Edward  Nash,  the  pioneer,  who  | Tuttle,  who  died  in  1897  without  issue, 
settled  in  that  town  in  1652,  and  whose  only  ; VIII.  Lloyd  Nash,  the  son  of  our  subject, 
son,  John,  was  the  first  child  born  there  of  Eng-  i was  born  February  18,  1865,  at  the  old  home- 
lish  parentage.  An  only  daughter,  Anne,  died  1 stead  in  Westport,  where  he  has  always  resided. 

in  childhood.  I His  education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools 

II.  John  Nash  had  two  children:  John,  Jr.,  ! near  his  home,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  be- 

and  Nathan,  but  the  latter  left  no  descendants.  | gan  to  take  an  active  share  in  his  father's  busi- 
ill.  John  Nash,  Jr.,  was  born  December  25,  1 ness,  being  placed  in  charge  of  the  gristmill  and 
1688,  and  his  family  consisted  of  seven  sons:  j cidermill  on  the  estate.  Soon  afterward  he  un- 
Edward,  John,  Nathan,  Abraham,  Micajah,  Sam-  I dertook  the  management  of  the  farm.  Since 
uel  and  Ebenezer.  I 1 883  he  has  had  full  control  of  all  the  work  on  the 

IV.  Micajah  Nash,  our  subject’s  great-grand-  1 estate,  including  the  management  of  the  grist  and 
father,  married  and  settled  in  Norwalk.  He  had  j saw  mills,  the  cider-mill,  and,  since  1886,  of  a 
three  sons:  Jesse,  Samuel  and  Daniel.  ! large  wholesale  and  retail  ice  business.  Much  of 

V.  Daniel  Nash,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub-  ] the  product  of  the  last  named  enterprise  is 
ject,  married  Freelove  Wright,  a native  of  the  I shipped  to  North  and  South  Norwalk,  and  the 
county,  settled  finally  in  the  part  of  Norwalk  I fine  quality  has  created  a large  demand.  The 
which  became  a portion  of  Westport  in  1835,  j ice  is  known  as  Island  Rock  ice,  a large  rock, 
and  had  six  children:  Daniel,  our  subject’s  fa-  j fifty  feet  in  diameter,  standing  in  the  center  of  a 

ther;  Micajah  and  Dennis,  who  were  bound  out  I beautiful  lake  fed  by  natural  springs,  from  which 
in  boyhood  to  a hat  manufacturer  in  Newtown,  j sheet  of  water  Mr.  Nash  secures  immense  quan- 
where  they  married  and  settled  permanently,  I tities  of  pure  ice,  240  tons  having  been  taken 
both  leaving  descendants  : George,  who  became  I from  it  in  one  hour;  it  also  furnishes  water  power 
a farmer  by  occupation;  Freelove,  who  married  I for  his  mills  to  supplement  the  steam  engines  in 
Isaac  Hurlbutt,  of  Westport;  and  Sarah,  who  1 use.  Mr.  Nash  possesses  unusual  mechanical 
married  a Mr.  Hanford,  of  Norwalk.  I ability,  the  buildings  and  appliances  on  the  place 

VI.  Daniel  Nash,  the  father  of  our  subject,  t being  mute  witnesses  to  that  fact,  and  no  ex- 
was  born  May  12,  J 7 7°-  and  died  August  2,  1865.  | pense  has  been  spared  to  bring  about  the  desired 
He  was  a Whig  in  politics.  His  wife,  Rebecca  1 results  in  the  various  improvements.  The  saw- 
(Camp),  was  a native  of  Norwalk  and  a daughter  1 mill,  cider  warehouse,  gristmill  and  large  barn 
of  Jonathan  Camp,  a well-known  citizen.  Our  1 are  furnished  with  electricity,  and  all  the  build- 
subject  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  four  chil-  i mgs  . are  models  of  convenience  and  taste,  Mr. 
dren,  the  others  being:  Andrew  C.,  born  in  | Nash  having  designed  and  constructed  then. 

1811.  who  lived  in  Westport  near  his  brother,  j Beiore  building  the  cider  warehouse,  which  will 
and  died  July  u,  1898;  Julia  A.,  born  in  1813,  j hold  1,000  casks,  the  solid  rock  was  blasted  to 
who  married  Joseph  Wood,  of  Westport,  and  i a depth  of  seven  and  one-half  feet  over  the 
died  some  years  ago;  and  Hannah,  born  in  1816,  1 entire  surface  of  the  foundation,  making  * 
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coo!  vault,  thirteen  feet  deep,  which  Mr.  Nash  I liquors  and  meats;  William,  an  oyster  dealer  in 
can  keep  at  a temperature  of  48  decrees  in  mid-  , Bridgeport ; and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  JohnCunmon, 
summer.  Mr.  Nash,  like  his  father,  is  a Repub-  | of  the  same  city. 

lican,  but  the  management  of  his  business  inter-  Our  subject's  early  life  was  spent  in  Bridge- 
ests  occupies  his  tune  too  fully  to  permit  him  to  , port,  and  for  sixteen  years  he  was  employed  in 
take  part  in  political  affairs.  Socially,  he  and  1 the  oyster  business  there.  On  May  2,  1892,  he 
his  family  are  prominent,  being  identified  with  opened  a liquor  store  at  Nos.  1 74-176  Newfield 
the  best  circles  of  that  locality.  On  April  6,  1 avenue,  corner  of  Orange  street,  and  the  enter- 
l S 8 5 , he  married  Miss  Charlotte  H.  Colt,  a , prise  was  so  successful  that  he  felt  justified,  four 
native  of  Otsego  county.  N.  V..  and  they  have  two  years  later,  in  erecting  his  present  building, 
attractive  children:  Edward  C.  and  Louise  H.  I in  1896,  which  is  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  finest 

j of  the  kind  in  Bridgeport. 

On  November  1 8,  1891,  Mr.  Brophy  married 

FRANK  \V.  BOG  a RIDES  is  one  of  the  1 Miss  Bertha  Smith,  a native  of  Germany,  and 
younger  citizens  of  Stamford  who,  by  the  • three  children,  Martha  Ann,  Nellie  Louisa  and 
spirit  of  enterprise  and  progress  they  have  al-  ! James  Henry,  have  blessed  the  union.  Politic- 
ready  shown,  promise  to  be  factors  in  her  ad-  ally,  Mr.  Brophy  is  a Democrat,  and  he  and  his 
vancement  in  the  near  future.  He  is  the  son  1 wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Catholic  Church 
of  John  S.  Bogardus,  a well-known  architect  in  1 of  Bridgeport. 

Stamford.  The  family  traces  its  ancestry  back  — 

to  early  settlers  of  Dutchess  county.  New  York, 

Frank  W.  Bogardus  was  born  September  23.  T>PHRA1M  N.  WAKELEY,  Jr,,  for  some 
186;,  at  Matteawan,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  EJi  years  a master  and  pilot  for  coasting  vessels 
his  early  \ ears  were  sp<  nt  and  he  received  his  in  the  Sound,  but  of  later  years  a prosperous 
primary  education.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  ; farmer  in  the  town  of  Stratford,  is  a native  of  the 
he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  1 borough  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  born  July  20,  l8bp. 
from  the  high  school  of  which  place  he  was  Samuel  Wakeley,  grandfather  ol  our  subject, 
graduated  in  1881,  and  on  March  1,  1882,  he  was  a native  of  this  county,  born  probably  in 
commenced  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  St.  John,  Easton,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  shoe- 
Hoyt  A-  Co.  Some  time  later  he  was  promoted  1 maker,  dying  there.  By  his  wife,  Bessie  (Booth), 
to  the  position  of  bookkeeper,  subsequently  be-  1 a member  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  Fairfield 
came  cashier,  and  in  April,  1897,  he  became  a county,  he  had  ten  children — seven  sons  and 
member  of  the  firm  of  Gettnan,  Judd  is  Co.,  three  daughters — most  of  whom  passed  their  en- 
lurnber  merchants.  Mr.  Bogardus  certainly  has  1 tire  lives  in  this  county.  Of  these, 
a good  start  on  the  way  to  prosperity,  and  he  Ephraim  N.  Wakeley,  Sr.,  was  born  in  the 
has  the  hearty  good  will  of  all  who  come  in  con-  < town  of  Monroe,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  but  was 
tact  with  him  in  his  business  life.  He  is  a reared  and  educated  in  the  borough  of  Newtown, 
member  of  the  Suburban  Club,  of  Stamford,  of  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  hatter,  which  he 
which  he  is  at  present  serving  as  secretary.  ! followed  for  some  time,  but  is  now  pursuing  the 

On  January  5,  1893,  Mr.  Bogardus  was  mar-  ■ vocation  of  an  agriculturist  in  the  town  of  Strat- 
ried,  in  Stamford,  to  Miss  Eloise  A.  Waterbury,  ! ford.  He  is  a professional  “Nimrod,"  having  at 
daughter  of  Samuel  C.  Waterbury.  They  wor-  1 one  time  made  hunting  and  fishing  a business, 
ship  at  St.  Andrews  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  < and  for  some  forty  years  he  furnished  one  of  the 
Mr.  Bogardus  is  a vestryman.  leading  New  York  markets  with  game  and  fish. 

1 He  married  Miss  Mary  J.  Farnum,  born  in  Tioga 
. county,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Gilead  Farnum, 

J'AMES  BROPHY,  a well-known  citizen  of  who  was  of  English  descent,  and  came  from 
Bridgeport,  was  born  in  Bridgeport  October  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  Fairfield,  where  he  married 
22,  1858,  a son  of  Michael  Brophy,  a native  Rebecca  Lattin,  of  this  county,  a lady  of  En- 
of  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  his  wife,  Ann  (McElroy),  | glish  lineage.  Ten  children  were  born  to  this 
of  County  Cavan,  Ireland.  Michael  Brophy  1 union,  named  respectively:  Nelson,  Charles, 

learned  the  miller's  trade  in  Ireland,  and  in  1847  I Levi,  Bessie,  Samuel,  Ellen,  Homer,  Nellie, 
came  to  America,  locating  in  Bridgeport,  where  Ephraim  N.,  jr.t  and  Allred,  all  yet  living  except 
he  and  his  wile  still  reside.  They  have  had  s Levi,  Bessie  and  Ellen.  The  father  is  yet  living, 
eight  children:  John,  Mary  Ann,  Henry  (1)  and  | in  politics  a Democrat:  the  mother  died  Febru- 

Henry  (2),  all  deceased;  James,  our  subject;  j ary  22,  1899,  aged  seventy-two  years  and  ten 

Thomas,  a resident  of  Bridgeport  and  a dealer  in  1 months. 
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Ephraim  N.  Wakeley,  Jr.,  received  a liberal 
education  at  the  public  schools  of  Stratford,  after 
which  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old  he  fol- 
lowed the  water  in  the  capacity  of  master  and 
pilot  of  steam  vessels  coasting  in  the  Sound,  but 
has  since  been  practically  identified  with  the 
farming  interests  of  the  town  of  Stratford.  He 
has  always  been  a Democrat,  and  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  politics;  in  1897  he  was  elected 
selectman  of  the  town,  and  is  at  present  serving 
in  that  incumbency.  Socially,  he  is  a member 
of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  St.  John  Lodge  No  8;  also 
of  Pequonnock  Lodge  No.  67,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  both 
of  Stratford;  and  he  belongs  to  Mutual  Hook 
and  Ladder  Hose  Company,  of  the  borough. 
Mr.  Wakeley  has  not  yet  enlisted  in  the  noble 
atmy  of  Benedicts 


PATRICK  J.  GARVIN,  proprietor  of  Garvin's 
Drug  Store,  is  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  the  pleasant  little  city  in  which  his  store 
is  located,  and  his  history  is  appropriately  in- 
serted in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Garvin  was  born  November  29,  1868,  at 
Mitchellstown,  County  Cork,  Ireland,  a son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Condon)  Garvin.  His  father, 
who  is  an  expert  carpenter  and  makes  a specialty 
of  indoor  work,  is  now  a resident  of  Stamford, 
this  county,  where  he  settled  in  1883.  There 
were  thirteen  children:  Catherine,  wife  of  Mau- 

rice Griffin,  of  Stamford;  Mary,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four  years  and  seven  months; 
Margaret,  wife  of  William  F.  Coghlan,  of  Stam- 
ford; John  M..  who  also  resides  in  Stamford; 
Joseph,  deceased:  Patrick  J.,  our  subject;  Honora 
and  Thomas,  deceased;  Helen,  a resident  of 
Stamford;  Julia  E.,  wife  of  Hugh  F.  Roper,  of 
Springfield,  Mass. ; Bridget,  eleventh  in  the  order 
of  birth;  Annie,  deceased;  and  one  that  died  in 
infancy.  Both  parents  are  members  of  St. 
John’s  Church  (Roman  Catholic)  at  Stamford, 
and  the  children  have  been  reared  in  the  same 
faith. 

Our  subject's  youth  was  spent  in  his  native 
land,  and  he  was  educated  in  the  Christian 
Brothers  School  at  Mitchellstown,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1883.  On  May  3 of  that  year  he 
left  Queenstown  for  America,  and  after  his  arrival 
he  located  first  at  Stamford,  finding  employment 
as  a clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  Parker  & Ward, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  1892.  On  Sep- 
tember 6.  1892,  he  appeared  before  the  State 
Pharmacy  commissioners  at  Hartford,  passed  the 
required  examinations  as  a pharmacist,  and  on 

the  1 2th  of  December  following  he  went  to  Bethel 
to  open  the  Bethel  Pharmacy  for  Charles  J.  En- 


glish. Under  his  able  management  the  business 
succeeded,  and  on  July  9,  1894,  he  purchased  it 
from  Mr.  English,  in  order  to  continue  it  alone. 

On  April  23,  1894,  Mr.  Garvin  was  married 
at  St.  John’s  Church,  Stamford,  to  Miss  Alice  E. 
Foley,  daughter  of  John  Foley,  of  Springdale, 
this  county.  One  child  has  blessed  this  union, 
A.  Esther,  born  July  25,  1895.  Mr.  Garvin 
takes  deep  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  wel- 
fare of  his  adopted  country,  and  in  politics  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  In  1890  he  was  naturalized 
at  Bridgeport  as  an  American  citizen.  Like  all 
of  his  family,  he  is  a devout  Catholic,  and  he  is 
a leading  member  of  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Bethel. 


Jr  ACOB  SCH I ET1 N GER,  whose  business estab- 
! lishment  is  located  at  No.  826  Main  street, 
Bridgeport,  is  a native  of  Connecticut,  hav- 
ing been  born'June  9,  1858,  in  Norwich. 

Jacob  Schietinger,  Sr.,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  coming  to 
this  country  when  a young  man,  and  locating  in 
Norwich,  Conn.  In  his  native  land  he  was  a 
nail  maker  by  trade,  but  in  Bridgeport  (whither 
he  had  removed  from  Norwich)  he  was  a spring 
maker,  having  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Bridge- 
port Spring  Company  some  twenty  years.  He 
then  kept  saloon  for  a time,  until  taking  up  farm- 
ing in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  his  present  occupa- 
tion. By  his  wife  Regina  (Kleim),  a native  of 
Frankfort,  Germany,  he  had  a family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Jacob,  Jr.(our 
subject);  Laura,  living;  Joseph,  a bridge-tender 
and  cigar  dealer  in  Bridgeport;  Fred,  a spring 
maker;  and  Carrie,  single. 

Our  subject  was  seven  years  of  age  when  the 
family  came  to  Bridgeport,  in  which  city  he  re- 
ceived his  schooling.  His  first  occupation  war 
with  the  Howe  Sewing  Machine  Company,  with 
whom  he  remained  about  six  years,  during  that 
time  learning  the  silver-plating  business.  He 
was  then  employed  by  the  Frary  Cutlery  Com- 
pany some  six  months,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
becoming  foreman  of  the  concern,  with  which 
he  was  connected  altogether  about  eight  years. 
Relinquishing  this  line  of  trade,  Mr.  Schietinger. 
in  1886,  entered  into  partnership  with  R-  ^ 
Irving,  under  the  firm  name  of  Irving  & Schiet- 
inger, in  the  liquor  business  at  Bridgeport,  which 
copartnership  was  dissolved  at  the  end  of  so'60 
years,  our  subject  becoming  driver  of  No.  4 Ho-e 

Company  hose  cart.  After  two  years’ experience 

at  that  he  embarked,  in  1892,  in  his  present 
liquor  business,  his  first  location  being  at  'h* 
corner  of  Commercial  and  Main  streets.  He  does 
an  extensive  bottling  business  for  both  domestic 
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and  export  trade,  and  enjoys  a well-merited  pat- 
ronage. I 

On  May  25.  J8S6,  Mr.  Schietinger  married  ! 
Margaret  Malota,  and  seven  children  were  born  I 
toti.ein,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living:  Jo-  | 

soph  and  Loretta.  In  his  political  preicionres  I 
our  subject  is  a Democrat.  Socially,  he  is  a I 
member  of  the  Firemen's  Benevolent  Associa-  | 
tion;  of  the  Foresters  of  America;  the  Anon  I 
Singing  Society;  the  Bridgeport  (iiin  Club;  the 
Bridgeport  Turnverein,  as  well  as  of  other  local 
societies.  His  duties  of  citizenship  ate  ever 
faithfully  performed,  and  he  is  accounted  one  of 
the  \ alued  residents  of  Bridgeport 


EDWARD  B.  LAWKLNCL  is  one  of  the  ris- 
ing voting  business  men  of  New  C a naan. 
Conn.,  where  he  has  carried  on  his  present  furni- 
ture, carpet  and  undertaking  establishment  for 
five  years. 

Mr.  Lawn  rice  was  Lorn  January  2 I.  1870,  at 
South  Salem,  N.  Y.f  where  his  father,  Edward 
Lawn  nee.  was  born  in  1846.  The  grandfather, 
Squire  (_  rrus  Lawrence,  was  a ttpual  country 
“squire",  well  known  as  a lawter  at  South 
Saiem.  where  he  passed  all  his  lift,  dying  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eightv-two  \tars  He  first 
married  a Miss  Weed,  by  whom  he  had  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  DeWitt  C.,  who  died  in  April, 
1808.  was  a retired  banker  and  broker;  Cyrus  J. 
is  a banker  and  broker  in  New  York  City,  doing 
business  at  No.  31  Broad  street;  Mary  C.  (Mrs. 
Thomas  Gilbert)  lives  in  South  Salem;  Edward; 
and  Darius  W.  is  deceased.  By  his  second  wife 
Squire  Lawrence  had  one  child,  James  F.,  a 
resident  of  South  Salem. 

Edward  Lawrence  spent  his  boyhood  in  the 
town  of  his  birth,  and  received  a good  education. 
He  tanned  at  South  Salem  the  greater  part  of 
his  life,  but  he  was  also  engaged  m school  teach- 
ing at  Ridgefield  and  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  and 
taurht  music  as  well  for  many  w ars;  he  was  him- 
self a fine  tenor  singer.  In  1 876  he  removed  to  New 
^rk  City,  where  he  carried  on  a milk  business 
for  some  years,  and  during  the  Garfield-Arthur 
administration  was  a custom  house  inspector  at 
that  city.  l-.dward  Lawrence  married  Jenny  A.  , 
Brady,  who  \vas  also  horn  in  South  Salem,  | 
daughter  of  Joseph  0.  Brady,  and  they  teared  a | 
family  of  lour  children,  viz.:  Bertha,  wife  of  1 
Edgar  Hoyt,  proprietor  of  a restraurant  at  1 
Katonah,  N.  Y. ; Mattie,  wife  of  Dr.  K.  C.  Smith, 
of  New  \ork  City;  Edward  Brady;  and  Norman 
^ .,  of  New  York  City.  The  father  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  died  March 
2),  1889. 


Edward  B.  Lawrence  attended  the  public 
schools  of  South  Salem  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  old,  ween  he  entered  the  public  school  in 
New  York  City,  from  which  he  graduated.  For 
thiee  \ears  he  was  employed  in  a butter,  milk 
and  egg  business  in  Eighth  avenue.  New  York, 
and  for  the  following  five  years  worked  with 
Brady  & Chardtayne  in  their  furniture  and  under- 
taking store  at  Stamford,  Conn.  On  February 
4,  1893,  he  opened  his  store  in  New  Canaan, 
where  he  has  a complete  stock  of  furniture,  car- 
pets and  undertaker's  goods.  He  is  a practical 
embalmer,  having  taken  a thorough  course  in 
the  College  of  Lmbalming,  New  York  City,  and 
he  conducts  all  the  branches  of  his  business  in  a 
systematic  manner,  profiting  by  the  experience 
acquired  while  working  for  others.  He  has  a 
prospeious  trade,  W'hich  has  been  growing 
steadily  from  the  start,  and  his  business,  judging 
from  present  indications,  promises  to  become 
one  of  the  most  flourishing  of  its  kind  in  the  town. 
The  store  in  which  he  is  located  was  originally 
the  M.  E.  church  at  New  Canaan,  and  later  the 
town  hall. 

Mr.  La  Nvtence  was  married,  at  Stamford, 
Conn.,  to  Miss  Fannie  M.  Davenport,  daughter 
of  William  I.  Davenport,  and  three  childten 
have  come  to  them,  namely — Jennie,  Ethel  and 
Edward.  They  attend  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  Mr.  Lawrence  is  a member. 
Fraternally,  he  is  connected  with  Harmony  Lodge 
No.  67,  F.  be  A.  M.,  in  which  he  is  worshipful 
master;  with  Wooster  Lodge  No.  37,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  which  he  past  grand;  the  Heptasophs  No.  449; 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  Tent  No.  8;  the 
order  of  United  American  Mechanics;  the  Royal 
Arcanum  at  Stamford,  Conn.;  the  Fire  Company 
of  New  Canaan,  and  the  New  Canaan  Club. 


CrT'ILLIAM  A.  REID,  late  station  agent  at 
_ «L  New  Canaan,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  for 
the  New  York.  New  Haven  & Hartford  railroad, 
rose  to  that  responsible  position  from  the  humble 
one  of  baggage  master  for  the  same  road  by 
which  he  had  been  employed  since  he  w-as  a lad 
of  seventeen. 

Mr.  Reid  was  born  June  7,  1869,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  New  Canaan,  son  of  William  A.  Reid, 
Sr.,  who  was  a native  of  Scotland,  born  in  the 
year  1824,  near  the  city  of  Aberdeen.  The 
grandfather  Nvas  a captain  in  the  English  army, 
stationed  at  Drogheda,  Ireland,  where  the  son 
William  parsed  his  early  life,  and  there  in  his 
youth  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  shoemak- 
er’s trade.  In  1847  he  set  sail  from  Ireland  for 
the  United  States,  and  on  his  arrival  here  located 
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in  New  York,  during  his  residence  in  that  city 
working  in  a shoe  factory.  In  1859  he  removed 
to  Norwalk,  Conn.,  where  he  continued  to  work 
at  his  trade  until  his  enlistment,  in  the  fall  of 
1861,  in  Company  F,  17th  Conn.  V.  I.,  with 
which  company  and  regiment  he  served  through- 
out the  Civil  war.  He  was  once  wounded,  in  a 
battle  on  an  island  off  the  coast  of  South  Caro- 
lina. In  1865,  upon  his  return  to  the  pursuits 
of  peace,  he  settled  in  New  Canaan,  and  enter- 
ing the  employ  of  Benedict  & Co.,  shoe  manu- 
facturers. worked  for  them  until  1880.  From 
that  time  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April 
15,  1890.  he  was  an  invalid.  He  was  a member 
of  S.  P.  Ferris  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  Harmony 
Lodge  No.  67,  F.  & A.  M.  Mr.  Reid  was  mar- 
ried, at  New  Canaan,  to  Mary  A.  Slauson,  widow 
of  Daniel  L.  Slauson.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Mary  A.  Gasteen,  and  she  was  a native  of  Ireland. 
They  had  two  children:  Jessie  A.  and  William  A. 
The  daughter  became  the  wile  of  Harry  S.  Pope, 
who  is  an  iron  and  steel  broker,  doing  business 
in  Beekman  street,  New  York;  they  reside  in  Jer- 
sey City,  and  have  two  children — Charles  and 
Francis. 

William  A.  Reid  passed  his  boyhood  in  the 
usual  manner,  attending  the  public  schools, 
where  he  made  good  use  of  all  the  opportunities 
for  education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  com- 
menced work  with  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  railroad  as  baggage  master,  continuing 
as  such  lor  two  years,  when  he  became  brake- 
man,  holding  that  position  lor  five  years.  In 
April,  1894,  he  was  promoted  to  the  responsible 
position  of  station  agent  at  New  Canaan.  All 
the  business  of  the  New  Canaan  branch  is  man- 
aged from  that  station,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  Mr.  Reid,  though  still  a young  man,  was 
and  is  considered  a trustworthy  and  reliable  one. 
His  successive  promotions  have  been  the  sure  re- 
ward of  steadiness,  fidelity  and  strict  attention 
to  duty,  and  he  carries  with  him  the  good  wishes 
of  all  who  know  him.  On  March  1,  J899,  he 
resigned  his  position  as  station  agent,  and  entered 
the  coal  and  lumber  business  with  Irving  Lock- 
wood,  the  firm  name  being  Irving  Lockwood  & 
Co.,  with  a yard  at  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  which 
Mr.  Lockwood  manages,  and  a yard  at  Nos.  122- 
J24-J26  Water  street,  South  Norwalk,  Conn., 
under  the  management  of  Mr.  Reid. 

In  November,  1892,  Mr.  Reid  was  joined  in 
wedlock  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Lawrence,  daughter  of  Israel  C.  Lawrence,  and 
three  children  brighten  the  home:  William  Al- 
lan, ]r.,  Marion  A.  and  Harold  L.  The  mother 
died  February  4,  1899,  and  is  buried  in  Lake- 
view  cemetery,  at  New  Canaan,  Conn.  Mr. 


Reid,  like  his  father,  is  a member  of  Harmony 
Lodge  No.  57,  F.  & A.  M.,  with  which  he  united 
in  1 890,  and  he  is  at  the  present  writing  serving 
as  worthy  master  of  the  same.  On  May  1, 1898, 
he  was  elected  warden  of  the  borough  of  New 
Canaan,  the  highest  local  office  within  the  gift  of 
the  people. 


EtDWARD  A.  MORSE.  This  young  anden- 

'/  terprising  business  man  is  now  conducting 

a prosperous  wood-working  establishment  in  the 
City  of  Derby,  and  has  an  extensive  trade  in  build- 
ing materials,  his  success  reflecting  especial  credit 
upon  him  from  the  fact  that  it  has  been  won  en- 
tirely through  his  own  efforts. 

The  Morse  family  is  of  good  New  England 
stock,  and  our  subject’s  grandfather,  Roswell 
Morse,  was  a farmer  and  wheelwright  at  New 
Marlboro,  Mass.,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1887.  V.  E.  Morse,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  Otis,  Mass.,  and  in  early  life  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  there,  and  at  Bridgeport, 
Conn.  In  1882  he.  removed  to  this  county, 
locating  in  Huntington  township,  and  he  has 
since  carried  on  his  trade  successfully  at  Shelton 
and  Derby.  About  two  years  after  his  removal 
he  began  to  make  a specialty  of  stair  building, 
which  he  has  followed  in  connection  with  his 
other  work.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
he  and  his  estimable  wife  attend  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  On  December  20,  1869,  he 
married  Miss  Malina  Hodkins,  a native  of  North 
Adams,  Mass.,  and  a daughter  of  Elbridge  Hod- 
kins,  a well-known  citizen  of  that  town.  Our 
subject  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  five  children, 
the  others  being  Albert,  a plumber  in  Ansonia, 
Conn. ; and  Ernest,  Sadie  and  Pansy  J-,  who  are 
still  at  home. 

Our  subject,  Edward  A.  Morse,  was  born 
January  26,  1871,  at  the  old  home  in  North 
Adams,  and  the  first  nine  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  in  that  town  and  in  New  Marlboro,  where 
he  attended  school  for  several  years.  After  the 

removal  of  the  family  to  this  county  he  continued 

his  studies  in  a school  near  Shelton,  later  enter- 
ing a school  in  the  village.  On  leaving  there  he 
began  an  apprenticeship  in  the  office  of  the  Shel- 
ton Advertiser , where  he  remained  about  three 
years,  and  afterward  he  was  employed  for  a year 
in  a printing  office  in  Derby.  The  next  six  yean 
he  spent  with  the  Derby  Lumber  Company,  and 
while  there  he  learned  the  stair  builder's  trade. 
In  July,  1894,  he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 

account  as  a stair  builder  and  retail  dealer  m 
woods  of  various  sorts  for  building  purposes. 
He  has  a factory  at  No.  1 3 1 Main  street,  Derby . 
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and  at  present  he  does  an  extensive  jobbing  busi-  - 
ness  in  veranda  posts,  balusters,  rails,  casings,  i 
iambs,  stops,  brackets,  moldings,  and  all  inside  | 
finishings,  doors  excepted.  He  also  does  band  * 
and  scroll  sawing,  planing  and  wagon  repairing,  1 
his  lactory  being  well  equipped  with  all  modern  ; 
appliances. 

On  August  2”,  i S9 1 , Mr.  Morse  married  Miss  1 
Abbie  Shelton,  daughter  of  Charles  F.  Shelton.  1 
a former  resident  of  Shelton  viliage  but  now  of  I 
Jacksonville,  Fla.  No  children  have  blessed  1 
this  union.  Mr.  Morse  and  his  wile  are  popular  1 
socially,  and  they  attend  the  Episcopal  Church, 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  that  Society.  | 
Politically,  Mr.  Morse  is  a Republican.  1 

THOMAS  P.  CAVE.  Sk..  a military  vet- 
eran, is  a prominent  resident  of  Darien, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  for  a number  of 
years  in  the  business  ol  painting  and  decorating.  1 
In  his  line  he  has  no  superior  in  this  State,  and  1 
as  his  success  has  been  won  by  his  own  efforts, 
notwithstanding  a most  discouraging  environ-  1 
ment  in  youth,  his  history  will  be  read  with  un-  , 
usual  interest 

Mr.  Cave  was  born  in  1 S 3 3 in  New  York  , 
City,  a son  of  Richard  and  Theiesa  Peck  Cave, 
who  were  natives  of  England  hut  came  to  this 
country  early  in  their  married  life.  They  spent  i 
several  years  in  the  metropolis,  but  later  they  1 
removed  to  Providence,  R.  E,  where  their  re- 
maining years  were  passed.  The  father  was 
a stevedore  by  occupation,  and  as  he  was  of  a 
quiet,  unassuming  disposition,  he  never  sought 
prominence  in  any  way.  There  were  seven 
children,  but  they  became  scattered  during  their  1 
early  years,  and  our  subject  does  not  now  know  | 
the  whereabouts  ol  any  of  them.  I 

Mr.  Cave  had  no  educational  advantages  I 
whatever,  his  boyhood  being  spent  in  such  I 
work  as  his  strength  permitted,  and  he  learned  ; 
to  read  by  taking  notice  of  the  letters  on  '.he  | 
business  signs  in  the  stieets  of  New  York  City.  1 
When  he  was  thirteen  years  old  he  began  to 
learn  the  painter  s trade,  his  apprenticeship  last-  I 
ing  six  years,  four  months  and  twenty-one  j 
days.  For  a time  he  worked  as  a journeyman  j 
in  Rochester,  Buffalo,  and  other  places,  and  one 
year  he  passed  in  the  South.  Later  he  located 
at  New  Haven  and  established  a business  of 
his  own,  employing  eleven  men  for  a time,  but 
in  1859  he  removed  to  Stamford,  this  county,  | 
hoping  that  the  change  would  benefit  the  health 
of  his  daughters.  During  his  residence  there  the  J 
Civil  war  broke  out,  and  he  enlisted  in  Company  I 
F,  3rd  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  a term  1 


of  four  months.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  returned  home,  but  in  t8b2,  as  the  “dark 
days”  of  the  Rebellion  drew  on,  he  re-enlisted, 
this  time  in  the  17th  Connecticut  regiment, 
which  was  organized  in  this  county.  Entering 
the  service  as  sergeant,  he  was  promoted 
through  the  successive  grades  until  he  reached 
the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  which  he  held  when 
discharged,  August  28,  1865.  Since  the  close  of 
the  war  he  has  been  engaged  in  his  present  busi- 
ness at  Darien,  meeting  with  well-deserved  suc- 
cess from  the  first. 

On  January  1,  1855,  Mr.  Cave  married  Miss 
Mary  Henrietta  Raymond,  of  New  Jersey,  by 
whom  he  has  had  six  children:  Adelaide,  wife  of 
Charles  E.  Stevens;  Gordon  E. ; Carrie,  wife  of 
David  Hart  Weeks;  Mamie  Henrietta,  who  mar- 
ried Curtis  Rile;  Thomas  P. , Jr.,  and  Lillian. 
Socially,  Mr.  Cave  is  identified  with  the  G.  A. 
R.,  the  United  Americans  and  the  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity, during  the  war  being  a member  at  large 
of  the  latter  society.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
luan,  being  a strong  advocate  lor  protection, 
but  he  is  not  especially  active  in  party  work, 
preferring  to  give  his  time  to  business.  How- 
ever, his  fellow-citizens  are  not  disposed  to  allow 
bun  to  remain  in  private  life,  and  in  1895,  when 
placed  in  nomination  by  them  for  the  General 
Assembly,  he  came  within  nine  votes  of  election, 
although  he  did  not  personally  solicit  the  support 
of  any  one. 


J OHN  H.  DONOVAN,  a prominent  wholesale 
and  retail  liquor  dealer  at  Shelton,  is  an  en- 
prising  young  business  man  who  may  be  said 
to  have  grown  up  with  that  viliage.  He  remem- 
bers the  time  when  there  were  but  three  houses 
there,  and  when  the  farm  which  occupied  the 
site  was  laid  out  in  lots;  he  watched  the  plow 
that  marked  out  the  streets  of  the  new  town. 

Mr.  Donovan  was  born  in  September,  1854, 
in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  where  his  family  has 
resided  for  generations.  Stephen  O.  Donovan, 
our  subject’s  father,  who  was  also  born  in  County 
Cork,  came  to  America  in  iS6o,  locating  first  at 
Baltic  (now  Sprague).  Conn.,  where  he  followed 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  in  which  he  had  been  en- 
gaged in  his  native  land.  About  1878  he  removed 
to  Shelton  to  spend  his  remaining  years,  bis 
death  occurring  there  in  1886.  His  wife,  Ellen 
(Reilly),  a native  of  Cork.  Ireland,  died  in  the 
same  year.  Both  were  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  in  politics  our  subject's  father  was  a 
Democrat.  This  worthy  couple  had  seven  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  The 
others  are:  Ann  married  John  Reilly;  Catherine 
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is  the  widow  of  Dennis  Sullivan;  Johanna  J. 
married  Nicholas  Larkins;  John  H.  is  the  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch;  and  Daniel  (now  deceased) 
followed  the  blacksmith's  trade.  All  of  this  fam- 
ily settled  in  Shelton. 

Our  subject  was  about  seven  years  old  when 
he  came  to  America,  and  for  some  time  he  at- 
tended school  at  Baltic.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  removed  to  Shelton;  and  as  he  had  already 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  with  his  father  he 
soon  secured  employment  in  that  line  of  work 
with  the  Housatonic  Water  Company,  of  Derby. 
Later  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  Shel- 
ton, at  the  corner  of  Howe  avenue  and  Center 
street,  and  he  also  carried  a stock  of  liquors. 
He  continued  the  business  about  fifteen  years, 
but  has  since  devoted  his  attention  to  his  trade 
in  malt  liquors.  He  owns  a farm  in  Huntington 
township,  containing  about  one  hundred  acres, 
and  has  won  success  as  a general  farmer,  while 
he  is  also  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
Shelton.  In  1876  he  married  Miss  Martha  An- 
nie Kelley,  a daughter  of  John  Kelley,  a well- 
known  resident  of  Norwich,  Conn.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union:  Stephen  F.,  El- 

len E.,  John  J.,  Mary  C.  and  Daniel  N.  H.,  all 
at  home. 

Mr.  Donovan  is  not  a member  of  any  Church, 
but  he  is  in  sympathy  with  progress,  and  says 
that  his  religion  is  to  do  unto  others  as  he  would 
wish  them  to  do  unto  him.  Politically  he  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  he  is  active  in  local  affairs. 
For  a number  of  years  he  has  served  on  the 
grand  jury,  and  he  was  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  borough  of  Shelton.  He  is  well  known 
also  in  social  life,  being  a member  of  King  Hir- 
am Lodge  No.  12,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Derby,  and 
of  the  Order  of  Foresters,  in  which  he  belongs 
to  the  ranks  of  both  Shepherds  and  Knights. 


HEODORE  TURNEY,  a well-known  and 
highly  honored  citizen  of  Fairfield,  now  liv- 
ing retired  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  a well-earned 
rest,  comes  of  an  old  family  of  the  town  of  Fair- 
field,  noted  for  their  industry  and  honesty. 

Abel  Turney,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  also  a produce  dealer, 
and  in  the  latter  connection  had  a process 
of  preserving  eggs  unknown  outside  the  family, 
which  process  is  still  in  use  by  them.  He  owned 
an  extensive  tract  of  land  running  between  Fair- 
field  and  Redding,  which  is  still  in  the  possession 
of  the  family.  Abel  Turney  was  twice  married, 
and  by  his  first  wife  had  children  as  follows:  An- 
drew, father  of  our  subject;  Esther,  who  married 
John  Knapp,  and  died  in  Fairfield;  Wilson,  a sea 


captain,  who  was  killed  at  a railroad  crossing  in 
Fairfield;  Levi,  who  was  also  a sea-faring  man, 
and  resided  in  Fairfield;  Emma,  who  married  a 
Mr.  DeForest;  Mrs.  Hubbell;  and  Samuel,  who 
died  unmarried,  in  Fairfield.  For  his  second 
wife  Abel  Turney  married  a sister  of  his  first  wife, 
but  had  no  children  by  her.  During  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  he  served  in  the  American  navy. 
He  was  a prominent  citizen,  and  a man  of  in- 
fluence and  means. 

Andrew  Turney,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  on  the  old  home  farm,  and  received  a 
liberal  education  at  the  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. In  connection  with  general  farming,  to 
which  he  was  reared,  he  followed  the  produce 
business  extensively,  personally  making  three- 
day  trips  into  the  country,  collecting  eggs,  but- 
ter, etc.,  for  miles  around  Fairfield.  Like  his 
father  before  him,  he  became  a successful  man 
in  all  his  enterprises,  and  was  influential  and 
wealthy. 

Mr.  Turney  was  married  in  Fairfield  to  Miss 
Hannah  J.  Knapp.  Their  first  housekeeping  ex- 
perience was  in  that  borough,  they  later  moving 
to  a home  on  the  land  where  they  passed  the  rest 
of  their  lives,  and  which  our  subject  now  owns 
and  lives  on.  The  father  passed  from  earth  at 
the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  the  mother  six  years 
later  when  seventy-five  years  old,  and  they  sleep 
their  last  sleep  in  Fairfield  East  cemetery.  They 
were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
in  politics  Mr.  Turney  was  a Whig.  The  follow- 
ing is  a brief  record  of  their  children:  Julia  A-, 
born  August  18,  1812,  married  Walter  Bradley, 
of  Newtown,  Conn.,  and  died  February  14.  I^4- 
Mary,  born  June  to,  1814,  married  David  Wake- 
man,  and  died  July  24,  1888.  Deborah F.,  born 
November  25,  1815,  married  (first)  A.  N.  Bus- 
kirk,  and  (second)  Martin  Gibbs,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 28,  1 888.  Albert,  born  September  27, 
1817,  died  February  2,  1898,  in  Fairfield,  where 
he  had  his  home;  he  was  a successful  produce 
dealer,  and  left  a large  estate.  Elizabeth,  boro 
October  1,  1819,  married  George  Van  Buskirk, 
and  died  March  29,  1848.  Isaac  W.,  born  June 
11,  1821,  died  January  15,  1852,  in  California 
Andrew,  born  August  29,  1823,  died  November 
18,  1862,  in  Iowa.  Henry,  born  March  18, 1826, 
died  February  19,  1850.  Emeline,  born  Octo- 
ber 5,  1827,  is  the  widow  of  Henry  Smith,  and 
lives  in  Hartford,  Conn.  Theodore,  the  subject 
proper  of  this  memoir,  is  the  youngest. 

Theodore  Turney  was  born  August  1 7> 
on  the  portion  of  the  old  homestead  owned  by 
his  father,  and  attended  the  public  schools  o' 
Fairfield,  also  the  academy,  later  going  to  Green  s 
Farms  Academy,  where  he  studied  navigation- 
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After  laving  aside  his  hooks,  he  went  to  George-  obtaining  an  education  in  the  local  schools,  later 
town.  D.  C..  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  learning  the  moulder's  trade  there.  After  fol- 
the  Sturgis-Clayrnan  line  of  steamers,  and  was  so  lowing  that  occupation  for  some  time  he  removed 
engaged  a few  years.  When  the  ••gold  lever”  to  Bridgeport  in  1876,  and  for  seven  years  was 
of  1840  broke  out,  he  went  to  California  that  I employed  by  James  Horan,  the  florist.  He 
year,  traveling  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama;  then  spent  two  years  in  New’  York  City  in  the 
but  at  the  end  of  an  eighteen-months'  visit  in  the  ! florist  business,  and  on  returning  to  Bridgeport 
“Golden  State  ” he  returned  hpme  by  wav  of  | he  conducted  Mr.  Horan's  store  for  three  years. 
Central  America.  After  a few  years'  residence  • During  some  twelve  years  he  was  employed  as 
in  vauous  localities,  Mr.  T urney  settled  down  to  l bartender  by  M.  T.  Fitzgerald,  and  in  February, 
farming,  etc.,  on  the  old  home  plan  | 1897.  he  engaged  in  the  liquor  business  on  his 

In  1853  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Cor-  j own  account,  meeting  with  success  from  the  be- 
nelia  D.  Baldwin,  who  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  j ginning. 

Conn.,  a daughter  of  Deacon  Josiah  and  Barah  On  August  18,  1886,  Mr.  Sears  married  Miss 
Dirnon  (Tumi  Baldwin,  and  children  as  follows  I Elizabeth  FI  tide,  a native  of  Brandon,  Vt.,  but 
were  born  to  them:  Emma  C 1 unmarried;  lives  1 no  children  have  blessed  the  union.  Mr.  Sears 

at  home  George  B.  died  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  at  | and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church 
the  age  of  twenty-five  ytars.  Josiah  B.  is  a j at  Bridgeport,  and  he  is  an  active  worker  in  va- 
tuember  of  the  hr m of  Turney  Brothers,  on  Water  1 nous  fraternal  orders,  including  the  Brotherhood 
street,  Bridgeport,  Conn.  Thood. >rc  Lyman  is  a of  the  Union,  and  the  Order  of  Foresters  of 
member  of  the  firm  of  Cochran  cV  Co.,  produce  America,  belonging  to  Sanctuary  Waldemere, 
merchants.  New  York.  Julia  B.  B.  h\es  in  New-  in  the  latter  organization.  He  is  also  a patron 
ark,  N.  J.  Walter  died  in  infancy.  Sarah  D.  of  the  Mutual  Keserve  Fund  of  the  New  York 
is  the  wile  of  Dr.  A.  Irwin  Thayer,  of  Newark.  Life  Insurance  Company.  Politically,  he  affili- 
N.  J Elizabeth  also  lives  in  Newark.  N.  J.  ates  with  the  Democratic  party,  in  which  he 
Andrew,  who  was  a member  of  the  turn  of  Tur-  takes  keen  interest, 
ney  Brothers,  of  Bridgeport.  Conn.,  died  when  | 
twenty-four  years  old.  Harriet  lives  in  Bridge-  , 

GEORGE  H.  ALLEN,  of  Norwalk,  was  burn 
in  the  City  of  New  York  September  26, 
1857.  and  there  passed  his  boyhood  days.  He 
attended  school  until  the  age  of  twenty-one,  at 
which  time  he  entered  the  gents’  furnishing  store 
of  Adams  be  Co.  as  clerk.  After  four  years  in 
this  establishment  he  commenced  in  the  drug 
business  with  Curry  & Davis,  No.  103  Maiden 
Lane,  as  clerk,  remaining  four  years.  Mr.  Allen 
then  accepted  a clerkship  in  the  Post  Office  De- 

J OHN  M.  SEARS,  an  enterprising  citizen  of  partment,  to  which  he  was  appointed  on  the 
Bridgeport,  is  engaged  in  the  retail  liquor  recommendation  of  Roscoe  Conkling.  Here  he 
business  at  No.  59  State  street,  and  his  well-  was  employed  for  two  years,  and  then  entered 
ordered  establishment  commands  an  extensive  his  brother  s restaurant,  where  he  served  in  the 
pat  ronagt.  | capacity  of  cashier.  On  April  1,  1888,  he  came 

Mr.  Stars  is  a native  of  Norwalk.  Conn.,  born  to  Norwalk,  and  during  the  summer  of  that  year 
March  2 t , 1859.  He  is  of  Irbh  descent,  in  both  he  managed  the  Dorland  Point  Summer  Resort, 
paternal  and  maternal  lines.  Patrick  Bears,  his  In  December,  1891,  he  established  his  present 
father,  was  born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  the  business,  which  bv  dint  of  perseverance  and  at- 
United  Btatesin  early  manhood,  locating  in  Nor-  tention  to  his  work  has  proven  very  lucrative, 
walk,  where  he  died  in  1891.  His  wife,  Alice  and  he  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial 
(Farrell),  also  a native  of  Ireland,  died  in  Nor-  men  of  his  town. 

walk  in  1887;  they  had  the  following  children:  1 On  August  15.  1887,  George  H.  Allen  was 
Th.  mias.  an  engineer  in  Bridgeport;  Miss  Jane,  | married  to  Miss  Abbie  J.  Hall  < now  deceased),  a 
who  resides  in  Bridgeport  ; Neliie.  wife  of  Hugh  j daughter  of  Washington  Hall,  of  Norwalk,  and 
O'Neill,  formerly  of  Norwalk,  and  now  of  Mas-  | their  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children: 
sachusells,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  shoe  busi-  j Annie  C. ; Robert  F. ; Edna  H.;  and  George  W. 
ness,  and  John  M.  1 In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Allen  is  a Repub- 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  in  Norwalk,  I lican,  tried  and  true,  and  he  never  counts  the 


port  The  surviving  sons  are  all  prosperous 
business  men. 

Mr.  Turney  has  always  followed  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  in  connection  has  also  dealt  exten- 
sively in  produce,  buying  and  selling.  He  is  a 
public-spirited,  enterprising  citn.en.  giving  his 
support  to  all  objects  calculated  to  promote  the 
general  welfare. 
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cost  too  great  if  by  any  sacrifice  he  can  further 
the  interests  of  his  party.  At  present  he  is  fire 
inspector  for  the  city  of  Norwalk.  Socially,  he 
is  very  popular;  is  affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  is  president  of  the  Alpha  Wheel  Club  of 
Norwalk.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Phoenix, 
No.  i,  Fire  Department.  Well  educated  and 
naturally  quick-witted  and  intelligent,  he  is  an  I 
interesting  conversationalist,  and  much  sought 
after  on  all  occasions. 

]esse  Allen,  the  father  of  George  H.  Allen, 
was  born  in  Albany  county,  New  York,  one  of 
the  two  sons  of  Harry  and  Emeline  fColes)  Al- 
len, the  former  of  whom  was  a farmer  of  Penn- 
svlvania-Dutch  stock  (the  other  son  was  Martin 
V.  B.,  now  deceased)  Jesse  Allen  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  sash  and  blinds  in  Albany 
county  for  a number  of  years,  and  then  was  ap- 
pointed Custom  House  Inspector  in  New  York, 
which  office  he  held  all  through  the  Republican 
administration,  or  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
1880.  He  married  Miss  Harriet  E.  Staley,  who 
was  born  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Oliver 
and  Mary  Staley,  the  former  of  whom  was  en- 
gaged in  the  sawmill  business.  Four  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Allen:  Emma, 

who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years:  George  H., 
our  subject;  and  William  O.  and  Frank  L.,  both 
in  the  employ  of  the  Union  News  Company,  of 
New  York.  Mr.  Allen  was  an  active  worker  in 
the  Republican  party,  and  a faithful  adherent  to 
the  doctrine  of  Methodism.  His  wife  died  in 
1 88  7 . 


CHARLES  R.  EVJTTS,  of  Nichols,  town  of 
Trumbull,  is  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  that  vicinity,  and  is  also  prominent  in  local 
politics. 

Mr.  Evitts  belongs  to  an  old  family  of  this 
section,  and  his  grandfather,  Elijah  Evitts,  was 
a well-known  resident  of  Bridgeport  in  the  early 
days.  Thomas  Evitts,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Bridgeport  in  1780,  became  a mason  by 
occupation,  and  resided  in  New  Milford.  He 
married  Miss  Betsey  Reed,  a native  of  New  Mil- 
ford. and  had  four  children:  Alanson,  who  died- 

while  serving  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war;  Mun- 
son. deceased;  Charles  R.,  our  subject;  and 
Burr,  who  met  a soldier's  death  in  the  Civil  war. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  24,  1830,  in 
New  Milford,  where  his  youth  was  spent,  his  ed- 
ucation being  obtained  in  the  local  schools  In 
i860  he  went  to  Bridgeport,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  factory  for  thir- 
teen wars.  He  then  engaged  in  the  meat  busi- 
ness, opening  a market  on  Water  street,  Bridge- 


port, and  in  1883  he  removed  to  Nichols,  where 
he  became  interested  in  general  mercantile  busi- 
ness, succeeding  Henry  B.  Curtis.  This  enter- 
prise has  proved  entirely  successful,  and  he  com- 
mands an  excellent  trade.  In  1883  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  office  of  postmaster,  which  he  has 
since  held  with  the  exception  of  nine  months. 

In  i860  Mr..  Evitts  was  married,  in  Bridge- 
port, to  Miss  Jane  Catherine  Evitts,  and  they 
have  had  seven  children:  Jane.  Sarah,  Alice 

(wife  of  Frank  T.  Noonan,  bookkeeper  for  the 
Brass  Company  at  Bridgeport),  Luella,  Fred- 
erick, Roscoe,  and  James  (deceased).  The  fam- 
ily is  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
Mr.  Evitts  is  a valued  member  of  the  congrega- 
tion at  New  Milford.  In  politics  he  aids  the 
party  or  parties  which  in  his  opinion  will  best 
subserve  the  interests  of  the  public. 


MrYRON  E.  CRAWFORD  is  descended  from 
_ J one  of  the  oldest  families  of  New  Canaan, 
his  great-grandfather,  Joseph  Crawford,  having 
been  a resident  of  the  town.  He  was  a soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  son  Thaddeus 
was  born  February  10,  1 806,  at  the  family  resi- 
dence in  Ponus  street,  grew  to  manhood  there, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker.  He  mar- 
ried Juliette  Lockwood,  of  the  same  town,  and 
they  lived  for  many  years  on  the  Fairview  larm 
in  New  Canaan.  Of  their  five  children,  Mary 
(Mrs.  John  E.  Selleck)  lives  in  Oneoke  avenue, 
New  Canaan;  Joseph  is  the  father  of  Myron  E. 
Crawford;  Julia  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  G. 
Lockwood,  of  Wilton.  Conn. ; John  Lewis  died 
October  10,  1868,  aged  twenty-six  years:  Henri 
died  when  sixteen  years  old.  The  father  lived 
to  an  advanced  age,  dying  April  8,  1S9:,  white 
the  mother  passed  away  May  9,  1859. 

Joseph  Crawford  was  born  November 
1839,  in  Oneoke  avenue,  New  Canaan,  and  spent 
his  early  life  on  Fairview  farm,  helping  with  the 
work  at  home  and  attending  the  district  school- 
For  a short  time  Mr.  Crawford  lived  in  New  fork 
City,  where  he  learned  the  mason’s  trade,  but 
with  that  exception  he  passed  his  lile  in  N{W 
Canaan,  where  he  carried  on  farming.  He  was 
an  active  man,  taking  a keen  interest  in  all  that 
went  on  around  him,  and  served  his  fellow-citi- 
2ens  in  the  offices  of  selectman,  assessor,  and 
member  of  the  board  of  relief.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Grange,  and  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
On  December  8,  1863,  he  was  married  in  Ne" 
Canaan,  to  Harriet  Wakeman,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Wakeman,  and  by  her  had  two  children— 
Cora  Frances  and  Myron  Elmer,  the  former  ol 
whom  was  married  October  15,  1891,  to  Urban 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


987 


G.  Sevmour.  of  Lewisboro,  N.  Y.,  ami  to  them 
was  born  a daughter  — Harriette  Frances,  Feb- 
ruary l.  Joseph  Crawford  ended  his  days  | 

on  September  16,  1 896.  i 

Myron  E.  Crawford  was  l>orn  June  20.  1 S 7 3 , • 
in  New  ( ar.aan.  District  No.  4.  and  Iras  alnavs  , 
made  his  home  in  the  town  of  his  birth.  During  ■ 
his  boyhood  he  was  a pupil  at  the  neighboring  | 
public  sciiool,  and  at  H.  C.  Kings  private  school 
in  Stamford.  He  remained  upon  t lie  home  farm  I 
until  his  marriage.  October  28.  I 8<<0.  to  Miss  | 
Marion  E.  Benedict,  dauphter  of  Tiieodore  \Y.  1 
Benedict.  Tlie  young  couple  occupy  a very  corn-  j 
fortabit,  pleasant  fiouse  across  the  street  from  I 
tire  old  Crawford  homestead  He  is  a member  1 
of  the  New  Canaan  Episcopal  Church.  To  Mr.  j 
and  Mrs  Crawford  was  born.  Aupust  to,  1 S . a 1 
son — Joseph  Myron  | 

Walk.-r  Wakcman,  maternal  pri  at  prandfa-  I 
ther  of  Myron  E.  Crawford,  was  a nsident  of  ■ 
Westchester  county.  N.  Y.  He  rr. anted  Molly 
Osborti.  Their  son.  Samuel  Wake ■man.  was  born  ! 
September  19.  1 S c> 5 . at  Lewisboro,  N.  Y..  and  1 
removed  to  New  Canaan,  where  he  died  January  ' 
3.  iSt'O  He  was  a lifelonp  farmer.  < >n  Sep-  | 
ternber  l S . 1828.  he  married  Harriet  Whitlock.  I 
who  was  born  March  23.  1808,  and  died  Novetn-  | 
l>er  16,  1 840  They  reared  a family  of  cipht  1 
children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  ate  as  | 
follows  Louisa,  Aupust  5,  1 8 29 , Hu  am.  De-  j 
r ember  29.  1830.  Ruth,  January  23.  1 S3 4 ; Lester,  j 
October  20.  l S 3 5 ; Samuel  Sherwood.  Aupust  28, 
1838;  Andrus,  March  1 1,  1841;  Harriet  (Mrs.  j 
Crawford).  June  t,  1843;  Alsop,  May  29,  1845.  I 
Louisa  married  Charles  Raymond  and  lives  in 
Montapue,  Mass.;  Ruth  (how  deceased!  was  the 
wife  of  Andrew  Hoyt;  Samuel  lives  in  New  Ca- 
naan; Andrus  is  a resident  of  Vista.  N.  Y.  (he 
served  in  the  Civil  war);  Alsop  makes  liis  liome 
in  South  Dakota. 


STEPHEN  S.  CHADEAYNE.  a member  of  I 
the  well-known  undertakmp  and  furniture  | 
establishment  of  Brady  \ Chadeayne.  which  is  I 
located  in  the  Florence  Block.  Stamford.  Fair-  I 
field  county,  is  one  of  the  enterptismp  and  pop-  l 
ular  business  men  of  the  city.  I 

Tiie  Chadeayne  family  is  of  Fienrh  origin. 
David  C hadeayne  (the  prandfather  of  Stephen  S.), 
a farmer  bv  occupation,  was  a resident  of  the 
town  of  New  Castle,  Westchester  Co..  N.  Y. 
John  Chadeayne,  the  father  of  Stephen  S..  was  a 
native  of  Snip  Sinp.  N.  Y.  He  passed  his  boy- 
hood at  New  Castle,  and  after  completing  his 
primary  education  in  the  villape  schools,  he  be- 
came engaped  in  the  lumber  and  hardware  busi- 


ness at  Katonah.  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  passed  his  lifetime,  dying  September  6,  1896. 
He  was  a good  business  man  and  an  excellent 
citizen.  His  wife,  who  was  Miss  Mary  J.  Louns- 
bury.  a native  of  New  Castle,  Westchester  Co., 
N.  Y.,  died  in  1863.  The  children  born  to  them 
were:  Annie  E.  (Mrs.  E.  E.  Brady),  and  Steph- 

en S.  (our  subject). 

Stephen  S.  Chadeayne  passed  his  boyhood  at 
Katonafi.  where  his  primary  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  public  schools  Subsequently  he 
attended  Drew  Seminary.  Carmel,  N.  Y.  At  a 
time  when  he  was  laid  up  with  a broken  leg  he 
studied  telegraphy,  "picking  it  up,"  as  it  were, 
himself.  He  hciarne  quite  an  adept  in  this  call- 
ing. and  on  recovering  from  the  effects  of  his 
broken  limb  he  accepted  a position  with  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  in  one  of 
fheir  offices  in  New  York  City,  and  remained 
there  some  three  years.  Next  he  made  a radical 
change  in  business — engaging  in  the  trucking 
business  in  the  same  city.  He  remained  so  oc- 
cupied until  in  April,  1888,  then  came  to  Stam- 
ford. Conn.,  where,  in  connection  with  Elmer  E. 
Brady,  he  formed  the  firm  of  Brady  fit  Chadeayne, 
dealers  in  furniture  and  undertakers'  materials 
Their  first  location  was  in  the  Bell  Block,  when 
they  carried  on  business  until  1891,  then  remov- 
ing to  their  present  stand.  This  is  a most  enter- 
prising firm,  and  their  poods  and  materials  are 
new  in  design,  as  well  as  of  superior  quality. 

In  January,  1897,  Mr.  Chadeayne  was  mar- 
ried to  Fannie  L.  Stevens,  a daughter  of  Stiles 
C.  Stevens,  a sketch  of  whom  follows.  Socially, 
our  subject  is  a member  of  Puritan  Lodge  No. 
43,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Stamford,  and  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum. 

Stiles  C.  Stevens,  father  of  Mrs.  Stephen  S. 
Chadeayne,  and  a well-known  and  prominent 
citizen  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 13,  1840,  at  Pound  Ridge,  Westchester  Co., 
N.  Y.  Capt.  Jacob  Stevens,  his  grandfather,  was 
a native  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  was  a brother 
of  the  grandfather  of  Sipsco  Stevens.  He  was 
a lifelong  resident  and  farmer  of  High  Ridge,  in 
the  town  of  Stamford,  and  died  in  the  summer 
of  1865.  He  married  Phebe  Curtis,  of  High 
Ridge,  and  had  a family  of  children  as  follows: 
Jared,  Henrv,  Cephas,  Andrew,  Mrs.  Jones,  Al- 
mira, Ann  Eliza  (Mrs.  T.  B.  Fitch),  and  Mary 
Jane,  all  now  deceased  except  Mrs.  Fitch.  The 
father  of  this  family  was  a Presbyterian  in  re- 
ligious faith,  and  in  politics  was  a Whig. 

Jared  Stevens,  father  of  Stiles  C.,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  passed  his 
boyhood  at  High  Ridge,  remaining  upon  the  home 
farm  until  his  marriage  with  Sarah  Provost, 
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daughter  of  John  Provost,  of  High  Ridgg.  Chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born  to  this  union:  Phebe 

and  Alonzo  (both  deceased),  Stiles  C.,  Mary 
(wife  of  John  G.  Thatcher,  of  New  Canaan, 
Conn.)  and  George  (of^Long  Ridge).  The  par- 
ents of  this  family  died,  the  father  in  1865,  the 
mother  in  1876.  From  the  time  of  their  mar- 
riage they  resided  at  Pound  Ridge,  Westchester 
Co.,  N.  Y.  They  were  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  first  a Whig, 
later  a Republican. 

Stiles  C.  Stevens  attended  the  district 
schools  at  Pound  Ridge,  and  had  his  home  upon 
the  old  farmstead  until  1868,  in  which  year  he 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  ac- 
count. He  subsequently  resided  some  two  years 
at  High  Ridge,  during  which  time  he  engaged  in 
the  retail  meat  business.  In  1870  he  came  to 
Stamford,  Conn.,  and  here  continued  in  that 
line  until  1887,  being  located  in  the  “People’s 
Market.”  For  the  past  ten  years,  however,  he 
has  given  his  attention  solely  to  the  wholesale 
local  live-stock  business. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  married  in  December,  1865, 
at  Stamford,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Kate  Lockwood, 
daughter  of  Lyman  Lockwood,  and  one  child, 
Fannie  L.  (wife  of  Stephen  S.  Chadeavne),  was 
born  to  them.  This  wife  dying  in  1SS4,  Mr. 
Stevens  for  his  second  wife  wedded  Miss  Mary 
E.  Lockwood,  danghter  of  Lyman  Lockwood. 
Mr.  Stevens  has  served  as  selectman  four  years 
(1888-1S91),  and  on  the  board  of  burgesses  one 
vear.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Stamford,  and  in  poli- 
tics he  is  a Republican.  His  home  has  been  at 
No.  53  Summer  street,  since  1873,  when  he 
built  his  house. 


CHARLES  G.  BURR  was  born  September  8, 
_ 1839,  in  Plymouth,  Wayne  Co.,  Mich.,  a 
son  of  Hanford  and  Clarissa  F.  (Twitchell)  Burr, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Monroe,  near  Upper  Stepney,  January  4,  1806. 
Hanford  Burr  was  a son  of  Stratton  Burr  and  his 
wife.  Huldah  (Northrop),  the  former  of  whom 
was  a native  of  Monroe  township,  a son  of  Ho- 
sea  and  Hepsibah  Burr,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  April  27,  1747.  Hosea  Burr  was  a son  of 
James  and  Deborah  (Turney)  Burr,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Burr. 
Daniel  Burr  was  a son  of  Jehu  and  Mary  (Ward) 
Burr,  of  Fairfield  county,  and  Jehu  Burr  was  a 
son  of  lehu  Burr,  whose  wife’s  maiden  name  was 
Steadman,  both  of  whom  came  from  England. 

Stratton  Burr,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  a farmer  of  Monroe  township, 


and,  as  will  have  been  seen  from  the  above 
genealogy,  was  a member  of  one  of  the  old  fam- 
ilies of  his  part  of  the  State.  He  and  his  wife 
had  the  following  children:  Hanford,  Harry, 

Mary  A.  (who  married  Thomas  Eaton,  of  New 
York  City),  Huldah,  Halsey,  Charles  G.,  Eras- 
tus,  and  Rosella  (who  married  Charles  Staples,  of 
Monroe  township). 

Hanford  Burr,  father  of  the  subject,  was  a 
tailor  by  trade,  following  this  occupation  until  he 
was  sixty-five  years  of  age,  after  which  time  he 
took  up  farming.  While  he  followed  the  earlier 
occupation  he  had  a shop  of  his  own  at  Wood- 
bury for  some  time,  and  then  he  followed  cutting 
for  some  years  in  the  City  of  New  York.  For 
the  most  of  his  life  he  was  one  of  the  substan- 
tial citizens  of  Monroe  township,  where  he  died 
in  1889.  While  not  particularly  active  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  vet  he  was  always  interested  therein, 
and  performed  his  duties  as  a citizen  in  a quiet 
but  effective  manner.  In  religion  he  was  a Meth- 
i odist.  He  married  Clarissa  F.  Twitchell,  of 
J Oxford,  Conn.,  a daughter  of  Gilbert  Twitchell. 
He  and  his  wife  had  the  following  children: 
Harriet,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Charles 
Gould,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Andrew  Lewis, 
who  is  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Mon- 
roe; Mary  A.,  widow  of  Doctor  Scott,  formerly 
of  Meriden,  but  who  died  at  Union  City;  Sarah 
S.,  who  married  Mortimer  Hubbell,  of  Hunting- 
ton,  White  Hills:  and  Rosa  Belle,  widow  of  Svl- 
vanus  Downs,  of  Monroe,  and  who  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  St.  Paul.  Minn.;  Arthur  died  when  eight 
years  of  age.'  Mrs.  Hanford  Burr  is  still  living, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 

Charles  Gould  Burr  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Derby,  attending  until  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  continuing  to  be  a reader  and 
student  of  general  history  and  literature  down 
to  the  present  time.  For  some  years  after 
leaving  school  he  worked  in  various  factories, 
among  them  those  of  Shelton  & Osborne,  and 
Osborne  & Cheesman.  Afterward  he  embarked 
in  the  hoop-skirt  manufacturing  business  in  a 
small  way  on  his  own  account.  From  1872  10 
1880  he  was  shipping  clerk  for  the  Shelton  Bolt 
Company,  and  in  the  latter  year  began  working 
for  the  Birmingham  Corset  Company  as  shipping 
clerk,  which  position  he  held  until  1885,  when 
he  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  superintend- 
ent of  the  company.  This  firm  employed  on  the 
average  about  200  hands.  Mr.  Burr  is  a master 
of  King  Hiram  Lodge  No.  12,  F.  & A.  M.,  an°lf 
a member  of  Solomon  Chapter  No.  3,  of  f-n,on 
Council  No.  27,  and  of  New  Haven  Comma®  - 
ery  No.  2:  also  member  of  Ousatonic  Lodge 
No.  6,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  and  of  Kellogg  Post,  G.A. 
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K.  He  is  entitled  to  membership  in  the  Grand  I He  was  presiding  elder  three  terms,  twelve 
Army  of  the  Republic  because  of  his  service  in  i years.  alter  being  at  Port  Chester,  and  before 
f lattery  K,  United  States  Fourth  Light  Artillery,  j going  to  Kiverhead  the  last  time.  After  he  gave 
having  enlisted  in  i86t.  He  was  detailed  as  up  preaching  he  made  his  home  in  Norwalk, 
hospital  steward  for  a short  tune.  He  is  a mem-  t Connecticut. 

her  of  St.  Pauls  Episcopal  Church  of  Hunting-  In  1846  Rev.  T.  G.  Osborn  married  Miss  Jet- 
ton. Conn.,  of  which  fie  has  served  as  vestry-  u«ha  Cook,  who  was  born  at  Bridgehainpton, 
man.  treasurer  and  warden  ) L.  1..  a daughter  of  John  Cook,  of  that  locality, 

On  August  1 3.  1804.  Mr.  Burr  was  married  1 and  four  children  were  born  to  them,  namely: 
to  Miss  Mary  Jeannette  Birdsey,  daughter  of  ! Mary  L.,  Thomas  G.,  Isabella  C.  and  Thorn- 
]<  seph  Birdsey.  of  Huntington,  and  had  one  son,  | as  S.  Ol  these,  Mary  E.  married  Henry  Storer, 

Arthur,  born  November  30,  1 80 5.  who  died  in  1 of  Brooklyn  (formerly  of  New  Haven),  Thomas 
infancy.  Clifford  Birdsey  Burr,  his  other  son,  1 G.  died  in  infancy  and  Isabella  about  eleven 
was  born  July  24.  1873.  and  is  an  electrician  in  , wars  ap<  . The  mother  of  this  family  died  Au- 
Shelton.  1 gust  25,  1857,  the  father  on  February  27,  1888. 

— Thomas  S.  Osborn,  of  whom  this  sketch 

j more  particularly  relates,  was  reared  in  River- 

THOMAS  S.  OSBORN,  a widely  known  sue-  1 head,  L.  1..  until  he  was  about  eleven  years  of 
rewful  contractor  and  builder  of  much  ex-  age.  but  was  educated  chiefly  at  Norwalk,  Conn, 
pctience  in  his  line,  with  residence  at  Norwalk,  Returning  to  Long  Island  in  1876,  he  there 
Fairfield  county,  is  a native  of  New  York  City,  ; Rained  carpentry;  but  after  three  years  he  once 
born  August  4,  1857.  , more  came  to  Norwalk,  and  worked  at  his  trade 

Rev.  Thomas  L.  Osborn,  father  of  our  sub-  until  1 88 3.  when  he  commenced  in  the  contract- 
led,  was  born  October  13,  1820,  at  Rivcrhead,  , mg  and  building  line,  which  he  has  continued 
Long  Island,  a son  of  I)r.  Tin  mas  Osborn,  also  1 ever  since  with  gratifying  success, 
of  Long  Island  birth,  who  was  a son  of  Daniel  (An  October  I,  1890,  Mr.  Osborn  married 
OM>orn  (born  January  24,  1741.  died  July  1 1 , i Ada  M.  Wakelee,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of 
1801,.  who  was  a son  of  Capt.  Daniel  Osborn  ' Huntington,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  a daughter  of 
(burn  August  13.  1713.  died  August  5,  17791.  Geoige  Wakelee,  of  that  place  ('on  of  Charles 
Daniel  Osborn,  father  of  Capt.  Daniel  Os-  > Wakelee  1,  and  Emily  J.  (Jones)  Wakelee,  who 
l>orn.  a carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  came  from  was  .born  in  Sheffield,  Mass.  Five  children 
Maidstone,  Kent,  England,  prior  to  1649,  and  1 graced  this  union:  Helen  G.,  Thomas  G.,  Clara 

settled  at  Lyme.  Mass.  In  that  year  a certain  | \\  . and  Isabella  F.  and  Ruth.  Ruth  died  in  infan- 
Thomas  Osborn  moved  horn  that  city  to  New  1 cy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osborn  are  members  of  the  M. 

Haven,  where  he  took  a small  coRnv  and  settled  i E.  Church  at  Norwalk;socialIv,heisaffiliated  with 
at  Last  Hampton,  Long  Island.  Our  subject  s the  1.  O.  O.  F.;  politically,  like  his  father  before 
great-grandfather  Osborn  was  a graduate  of  Yale,  I him.  he  is  a Republican.  He  is  highly  respected 
and  about  1783.  also  later,  was  a member  of  the  | in  the  community  in  which  he  lives  as  a public- 
Assembly.  His  name  appears  as  supervisor  of  | spirited,  loyal  and  useful  citizen. 

the  town  of  Southold,  Long  Island,  from  1789  

to  1798'.  Our  subject's  grandfather  was  a prac- 
ticing physician  at  Rivcrhead,  L.  L,  and  was  a J TpDGAR  S.  WOOSTER.  The  Wooster  fam- 
very  prominent  man  in  his  time  , J— / ilv  lias  long  been  identified  with  the  town  of 

Rev.  Thomas  G.  Osborn,  father  of  our  sub-  Huntington,  and  its  members  in  every  generation 
jtet.  received  his  earlier  education  at  the  neigh-  , have  shown  the  qualities  which  constitute  good 
boring  schools  of  his  place  of  birth,  and  after-  1 citizenship. 

ward  entering  the  Wesleyan  College,  at  Middle-  Lieut.  Ephraim  Wooster,  of  Revolutionary 
town.  Conn.,  graduated  from  that  institution  at  1 fame,  the  grandfather  of  the  venerable  and  highly 
the  age  of  nineteen  years.  Deciding  to  make  . esteemed  citizen  whose  name  opens  this  sketch, 
preaching  of  the  Gcspel  his  life  work,  in  the  was  born  April  8,  1755.  probably  in  the  town  of 
Methodist  field  of  labor,  he  studied  theology,  Huntington,  and  for  many  years  he  was  a lead- 
and  becoming  duly  qualified  commenced  his  mg  fai  mer  of  the  town,  where  his  death  occurred 
studies  at  Southampton,  afterward  stationed  at  1 August  27,  1838.  His  wife,  Abigail  E.  (Mills), 
Bridgehampton,  Patchoque.  Birmingham,  Conn.,  was  born  February  24,  1756,  and  died  April  29, 
Bridgeport,  Waterbury.  Brooklyn.  New  Haven,  1831.  They  had  ten  children:  Abbie  B.,  born 

Riverhead,  Port  Chester  and  Kiverhead,  L.  1.,  in  1776,  who  married  William  Ha  whey,  a farmer 
last  of  all  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  as  presiding  elder.  . of  Huntington;  Elizabeth  A.,  1779,  wife  of 
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Hezekiah  Curtis,  a farmer  in  Huntington,  who 
was  for  many  years  a deacon  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church;  Ephraim,  1781,  who  died  in  1 
childhood  in  New  Haven;  Artecretia,  1784,  who 
married  Samuel  Beard,  afterward  a farmer  in 
Pennsylvania;  Philo  M.,  our  subject's  father; 
Laura,  1 7 SS,  who  married  Ezra  De  Forest,  of 
Huntington,  a deacon  in  the  Congregational  1 
Church;  Sylvester,  1790,  a physician  at  Lyme,  | 
Conn.;  Sally,  1792,  who  married  Dr.  Rufus  j 
Turner,  of  Killingworth,  Conn.;  Julia,  1795,  who 
married  David  De  Forest,  a wealthy  resident  of  i 
New  Haven;  and  Adeline,  1797,  who  never 
married.  ! 

Philo  M.  Wooster,-  our  subject’s  father,  was  | 
born  in  Huntington  January  6,  1787,  and  his  | 
life  was  chiefly  spent  in  farming  at  the  present  I 
homestead,  where  he  died  July  14,  1849.  He  ! 
was  a Republican  in  politics,  a Congregationalist  ! 
in  religion,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  much  | 
esteemed  for  their  excellent  qualities  of  charac- 
ter. He  married  Miss  Ruth  Ann  Cogswell,  1 
daughter  of  Stephen  Cogswell,  a farmer  of  New  I 
Preston,  Conn.,  and  she  survived  him  many  1 
vears,  passing  away  April  12,  1884.  Our  subject  I 
was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  six  children,  the  1 
others  being:  Mary  A.  married  Edward  Norton,  I 

of  Goshen.  Conn.,  a manufacturer  of  the  far-  I 
famed  pineapple  cheese,  which  was  originated  by  . 
his  father,  Lewis  M.  Norton;  Louisa  H.,  who  I 
died  January  21,  1S96,  unmarried;  Sarah  E.  I 
married  Theodore  Mallett,  a farmer  of  Trumbull  I 
township;  Julia  M.  married  Edward  Dimon,  who  I 
served  in  the  navv  during  the  Civil  war,  and  for  1 
a time  was  a mechanic  in  New  Hartford,  and  is  i 
now  in  Florida  on  an  orange  plantation  raising  I 
garden  truck,  etc.;  and  Ephraim  D.,  engaged  in  I 
agriculture  in  the  town  of  Huntington  (is  un- 
married). 

Edgar  S.  Wooster  was  born  June  4,  1821,  at 
his  present  farm,  and  his  education  was  obtained 
in  the  local  schools.  He  made  good  use  of  his 
opportunities,  and  for  some  time  he  taught 
school  in  his  native  town.  On  October  16,  1849, 
he  married  Miss  Angeline  B.  Hyde,  who  was 
born  near  Huntington  Center,  and  is  a member 
of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  the  town. 
Her  great-grandfather.  Daniel  Hyde,  grandfa- 
ther, Elisha  Hyde,  and  father,  Obediah  Hyde, 
were  all  agriculturists  in  that  town,  while  her 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mabel  Bristol, 
was  a native  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Wooster  settled  at  the  home- 
stead in  his  present  residence  which  he  and  his 
wife  have  now  occupied  for  nearly  half  a century. 
He  has  about  200  acres  of  land  in  different  parts 
of  the  town,  and  has  been  successful  as  a general 


farmer,  but  of  late  years  he  has  left  the  active 
work  of  his  estate  to  younger  hands.  He  is  an 
excellent  citizen,  public-spirited  and  reliable,  and 
at  one  time  he  served  as  selectman  of  his  tom 
In  politics  he  is  a strong  Republican.  His  home 
has  been  brightened  with  four  children:  Francis 
W. , now  engaged  in  farming  in  Huntington;  El- 
eanora  E.,  at  home;  Frederick  M.,  a farmer  in 
Huntington;  and  Charles  E.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years. 


MORACE  WHEELER,  postmaster  at  Shel- 
ton, Conn.,  was  born  March  23,  1844,  in 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  the  family  removing  to  Easton 
when  he  was  about  six  months  old.  He  is  a son 
of  John  Wheeler,  whose  ancestral  history  is gnen 
in  full  below.  Horace  Wheeler  was  educated  in 
Staples  Academy  at  Easton,  where  he  received  a 
good  academic  education. 

During  his  school  days,  which  lasted  until  he 
was  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  Mr.  Wheeler 
taught  school  several  terms  in  Fairfield,  and 
after  leaving  school  altogether  he  continued  to 
teach  in  Easton,  Bridgeport,  Norwalk,  Rockville 
and  Nichols,  most  of  these  being  graded  schools. 
Mr.  Wheeler  was  unusually  successful  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  has  continually  added  to  the  knowl- 
edge obtained  in  school,  so  that  he  is  one  of  the 
best  informed  men  of  his  section.  Having  re- 
tired from  the  profession  of  teaching  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  grocery  business  at  Shelton. 

forming  a partnership  with  his  brother,  William 
S.  Wheeler,  the  firm  name  being  Wheeler  Bros. 
Later  he  formed  a partnership  with  John  H 
French,  of  Easton,  Conn. , which  continued  some 
four  years.  Then  selling  his  interest  to  his  part- 
ner, he  purchased  the  coal  business  of  H.  H. 
Warner,  at  the  end  of  one  year  adding  thereto  a 
grocery  department,  which  he  continued  to  con- 
duct for  about  fourteen  years,  or  until  he  was 
burned  out,  his  location  being  where  the  Hunt- 
ington Piano  Company  now  is.  In  1890  he 
bought  out  a grocery  business  which  was  where 
I Burkhardt  now  is,  and  in  1892  he  sold  his  gro- 
1 eery  business  to  the  Burkhardt  Company,  wh'^ 

I has  continued  it  to  the  present  time,  Mr.  Whee- 
j ler  remaining  in  his  coal  business. 

In  February,  1894,  Mr.  Wheeler  was  appoint- 
1 ed  postmaster  of  Shelton  by  Postmaster-Genera 
1 Bissell,  the  office  being  of  the  fourth  class,  an 
1 being  established  at  this  time,  Shelton  having 
j previously  been  supplied  from  Birmingham.  The 
I post  office  was  opened  for  the  first  time  in  ApnI. 

| 1894,  and  has  ever  since  shown  a steady  an 
i healthy'  growth  under  his  administration.  He 
1 was  largely  instrumental  in  securing  its  establis  - 
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ment.  and  hence  the  appropriateness  of  his  ap- 
pointment. The  office  becoming  third  class,  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  by  President  Cleveland  > 
July  ! , i 8 9 5 • and  confirmed  by  the  Senate  Decem- 
ber 17.  1 sp;- 

Mr.  Wheeler  is  a member  of  King  Hiram 
Lodge  No.  J2.  F.  & A.  M..  of  Derby,  of  (tusa- 
tonic  Lodge  No.  6.  1.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a direct- 
or in  the  l’iumb  Library.  In  l 8 7 r he  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  A.  Maliett.  daughter  of  John  Clark  , 
Mallett.  and  has  children  as  follows:  Alice  L. 
and  Franklin  L.  Mr.  Wheeler  has  always  been  a 
Democrat  with  liberal  tendencies,  and  lie  attends  ■ 
the  ( ongregationa!  Church. 

In  1885  Horace  Wheeler  was  appointed, 
without  request  or  suggestion  on  his  part,  deputy 
sheriff  of  Fairfield  county,  by  Sheriff  Swart*,  ■ 
and  later  he  was  reappointed  by  Sheriff  Clarkson 
for  the  two  tei  ms  fie  field  t fie  office  He  was  1 
court  c.ftuer  of  tfie  Superior  and  Common  Pleas  1 
courts  for  both  terms,  and  fie  may  mstly  feel  > 
proud  that  dining  his  ten  years  of  of;. coal  service  | 
no  cause  ever  miscarried  through  eitor  or  neglect 
on  fns  part.  Mr.  Wheeler  lias  been  a member 
of  tlie  sc  hool  board  of  the  town  of  Huntington  1 
lor  tweiity-tive  years.  He  served  twe  terms  as 
member  of  the  Legislature,  also  as  burgess  of 
the  borough  of  Shelton,  etc.  1 

Kegaidmg  tfie  ancestry  of  the  Wheeler  fam- 
ily. it  should  f>e  stated  that  tfie  following  inter-  I 
estmg  account  of  tfie  family  was,  in  it  spouse  to 
a letter  of  inquiry  from  tfie  compiler,  furnished  1 
by  Justice  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  of  tile  I'nited  1 
Stales  Supreme  Court,  Washington,  D.  C.,  ! 
whose  me. t her  was  a Wheeler.  1 

1 ' Thomas  Wheeler,  w ho  first  settled  at  Con-  ' 
cord,  lemoved  to  Fairfield  in  1O49,  in  the  com-  , 
panv  headed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Jones.  He  left  his  j 
son  Thomas  at  Concord,  but  brought  with  him  | 
to  Fairfield  his  son  Capt.  John  Wheeler,  of  , 
Black  Rock,  and  his  nephew  Ephraim  Wheeler,  1 
of  f- airfield.  There  was  a contemporary  Thomas 
Wheeler,  of  Milford,  and  his  brother  William, 
of  Stratford;  but  old  Fairfield  town  and  Redding 
"ere  generously  supplied  with  Wheelers  from 
the  sources  I have  named,  and  mostly  hum  Cap- 
tain John,  of  Black  Rock.  He  died  in  1690, 
leaving  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  and  thirteen  chil- 
dren. "hose  names  and  ages  are  preserved  in  the 
records  and  published  by  Savage  [Vol.  IV,  498, 
top  ol  page.}  Calvin  Wheeler,  inv  great-grand- 
fathei,  was  descended  from  tfie  third  son  and 
seventh  child.  Joseph;  but  1 have  a partial  rec-  1 
ord  of  the  descendants  of  the  oldest  son,  John,  I 
called  Lieut.  John  Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  j 
1663.  and  who  married  Abigail  Burr.  March  12,  l 
1^92  (no  doubt  daughter  of  Jehu  Burr,  2nd).  I 


Their  children  are  given  in  the  Fairfield  book  of 
marriages  and  births  as  follows:  John,  born  1694, 
died  1726;  Sarah,  horn  >696;  Abigail,  born  1698, 
married  Samuel  Marvin.  1722;  Mary,  born  1701. 
died  1714.  Elizabeth,  born  1703,  married  John 
Dimon.  1727;  Ann.  born  1706.  Abigail,  wile  of 
Lieut.  Jc’lm  Wheeler,  died  February  7,  1/11-12, 
and  in  October,  1712.  he  married  Lydia  Por- 
ter, of  Windsor,  and  bv  her  had:  Mary,  born 
1713.  died  1721;  Obadiah,  born  1718,  died 
1753;  Daniel,  born  1 7 20 ; Jabez.  born  1722,  mar- 
ried Chanty  Beach.  1742;  Ichabod,  horn  1725, 
married  Deborah  Burr  1 7 5 2,  daughter  of  Capt. 
John  Burr;  John,  2nd.  born  1729." 

To  the  abov  e the  compiler  adds  the  following 
account  of  his  ancestors:  John  Wheeler  (21, 
born  in  1729.  son  of  Lieut.  John  Wheeler  and 
Abigail  Burr,  as  derived  from  family  tradition; 
he  is  said  to  have  had  five  wives,  the  last  one 
being  the  Widow  Turney,  of  Fairfield.  He  had 
three  sons,  so  far  as  found:  Stephen,  Samuel  and 
John.  Jr.;  and  five  daughters:  Lois,  who  mar- 
ried Jesse  Atwood  and  removed  to  Maine;  Eu- 
nice. who  married  Philo  Mallett,  of  Trumbull; 
Lydia,  who  married  John  Sanford,  of  Redding, 
Sallie,  who  mairied  Ezekiel  Wakeman,  of  Wes- 
ton; and  Abbie.  who  married  Lyman  Somers,  of 
Weston. 

Stephen  Wheeler  was  a man  of  note,  judge 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  Connecticut,  and  be- 
sides filled  other  offices  with  honor.  He  mar- 
ried Eleanor  Wakeman,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Wakeman.  and  had  children  as  follows:  Willis, 
Burr,  Sanford,  Mabel,  Nancy,  George.  Charles. 
Samuel  Wakeman  and  Mary.  Willis  married 
Eliza  F.  Fairchild,  and  had  children  as  follows: 
Frederick  R.,  Rufus.  Arthur  Martin,  now  pro- 
fessor of  History  in  Yale  College;  James  \V.  and 
Stephen  D. 

Samuel  Whe  eler,  son  of  John,  married  (first') 

, and  (second)  Esther  . who 

died  January  5,  i860,  aged  ninety-nine  years, 
eight  months  and  twenty  days.  By  his  first  wife 
he  had  the  following  children:  Silas,  and  Anna, 
who  married  David  Sherwood,  of  Bridgeport; 
and,  by  his  second  wife,  the  following  children: 
Wheeler.  Daniel,  Fannie,  Sarah  and  Polly.  Si- 
las married  Deborah  Sanford,  of  Weston,  and 
had  the  following  children:  Samuel,  Sallie,  San- 
ford, Esther.  David.  Eloisa,  Ebenezer,  Edwin. 
John,  Burritt  and  Lydia.  Samuel  married  and 
removed  to  Canada:  had  two  children,  Algernon 
and  Silas.  Sallie  married  Bradley  Burr.  San- 
ford married  (first)  Marietta  Banks,  (second) 

Laureny  Wilson,  and  (third) Perry,  and  had 

four  sons.  Est  her  married  Gershon  Bradley  San- 
ford, of  Redding,  their  only  child  being  Mary 
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Burr,  born  at  Redding  August  29,  1830,  and  who, 
on  September  3,  1848,  married  William  Burr 
Wright,  then  of  New  Milford,  Conn.;  in  1862, 
Mr.  Wright,  having  acquired  a competence,  re- 
tired from  business,  and  with  his  wile  removed 
to  W'estport,  which  place  continued  to  be  their 
residence  until  their  death;  they  had  but  two 
children,  a son,  William  B.,  who  died  at  seven- 
teen while  traveling  in  the  West,  and  a daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth,  who  is  married  to  Eli  C.  Smith, 
Esq.,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  has  several  sons 
and  daughters;  Mr.  Wright  passed  away  in  1883, 
and  Mrs.  Wright  died  suddenly  at  Westport 
August  2,  1S90.  David  married  Eunice  Wor- 
den, and  had  children  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  El- 
mer and  Worden.  Eloisa  married  John  Hull, 
of  Easton,  and  had  children  as  follows:  Jeanette 
and  Irving.  Ebenezer  married  (first)  Eliza 
Nichols,  and  (second)  Eunice  Gould;  his  chil- 
dien  were  James  and  Harriet.  Edwin  married 
Lucinda  Thorpe,  and  had  one  son,  Andrew. 
John  married  Malvina  Smith,  and  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Horace,  Burritt,  Esther  and 
William. 

John  Wheeler  has  been  quite  prominent  in 
public  affairs,  having  several  times  represented 
his  town  in  the  Legislature  of  the  State;  his  son 
Horace  is  a merchant  in  Birmingham.  Conn., 
and  has  served  creditably  as  deputy  sheriff  and 
in  other  offices;  his  daughter  Esther  married 
Frank  Sherwood,  who  was  for  many  years  post- 
master at  Southport,  Conn. ; Lydia  married  Will- 
iam Sanford,  of  Weston,  and  her  children  are 
Mason,  Emma  and  Frederick.  Samuel  Wheeler 
was  a strong  Episcopalian.  His  portly  form  on 
a big  grey  steed  riding  up  to  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Weston,  with  a lavorite  granddaugh- 
ter on  a pillion  behind,  was  a familiar  sight  for 
years. 


MrA]OR  GILBERT  L.  FITCH,  a resident  of 
1 Stamford,  has  been  connected  for  a num- 
ber of  vears  with  business  enterprises  in  New 
York  City,  and  at  present  he  has  charge  of  the 
interests  of  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  his  offices 
being  located  at  No.  769  Chapel  street,  New 
Haven.  Although  a young  man,  his  tact,  judg- 
ment and  rare  executive  ability  have  already 
been  recognized,  and  he  doubtless  has  a bright 
future  before  him.  As  a citizen  he  is  held  in 
high  esteem,  and  in  military  circles  he  is  both 
active  and  influential. 

Mr.  Fitch  comes  of  old  Connecticut  stock. 
His  grandfather,  Francis  B.  Fitch,  was  a native 
of  this  State,  and  for  some  years  was  engaged  in 


educational  work  there;  but  later  he  entered 
politics,  and  held  various  important  positions 
under  the  general  government.  He  died  in  1872, 
and  his  wife,  Eliza  W.  (Dean),  a native  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  died  in  1838. 

Francis  Stewart  Fitch,  our  subject’s  father 
was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1826,  and  married 
(first)  Miss  Sarah  Faulkner,  and  (second)  Miss 
Esther  L.  Oliver,  both  residents  of  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three  children: 
Francis  S.,  Benjamin  L.,  and  Caroline,  now 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Andrews.  By  the  second  marriage 
he  had  five  children:  Sarah  E.  F.  (now  Mrs.  J. C. 
Johnston),  William  H.,  Gilbert  L.,  Esther  and 
Charlotte  D.  For  many  years  he  carried  on  an 
extensive  mercantile  business,  and  at  present  he 
is  living  in  retirement  at  Darien,  this  county. 

Major  Fitch  was  born  December  3,  1869,  at 
Corfu,  N.  Y.,  and  the  first  seven  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  at  Buffalo,  but  his  education  was 
mainly  acquired  at  Noroton,  Conn.,  in  a private 
school.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  went  to  New 
York  City  to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade,  bat 
finding  the  occupation  uncongenial  he  secured  a 
position  in  a wholesale  paper  warehouse,  after- 
ward engaging  in  the  drug  business.  Later  he 
became  connected  with  the  New  York  Life 
Insurance  Company,  remaining  three  years,  and 
then  for  a time  he  was  engaged  in  the  dry-goods 
business  at  Hoosick  Falls,  N.  Y.,  with  a brother. 
In  February,  1890,  he  returned  to  the  New  York 
Life  Insurance  Company,  with  which  he  has 
ever  since  been  connected.  In  May,  1 S97.  he 
was  appointed  agency  director  for  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  taking  charge  of  all  their  agents 
here,  and  this  position  he  hats  filled  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  company. 

On  October  1,  1896,  Mr.  Fitch  was  married 
to  Miss  Carrie  O.  Wood,  a daughter  of  William 
E.  Wood,  a citizen  of  Stamford.  The  Major 
has  been  identified  with  Puritan  Lodge  No.  43- 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Stamford  since  June,  1896.  and 
his  military  service  dates  back  to  November  19. 
1888,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  4th  Con- 
necticut National  Guards,  as  a private.  On  Au- 
gust 3,  1891,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 

corporal,  and  later  he  received  rapid  advance- 
ment, being  appointed  to  second  lieutenant  on 
August  24,  )8yi ; to  first  lieutenant  on  November 
18,  rS92,  and  to  captain  on  July  19.  1893-  On 
December  17,  1894,  he  resigned,  but  on  January 
9,  1896,  he  was  elected  captain  of  the  company, 
and  on  January  18,  1897,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  major  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  of  the 
4th  Regiment.  Mustered  major  3d  Regiment 
Conn.  Volunteer  Infantry  July  3,  1898;  honor- 
ably discharged  September  19,  1898. 
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JOSEPH  C.  RANI'LL,  who  (or  thirty-seven 
wars  has  held  the  ofnce  of  postmaster  at 
"\\  innipauk,  town  of  Norwalk.  Fairfield 
county,  was  horn  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  same 
county,  he pt ember  24.  *833.  a son  of  Samuel 
P.  Knnd.t.  a member  of  an  ancient  English 
famiiv . 

Samuel  P.  Randle  was  born  in  Fishkill, 
Dutchess  Co.,  N.  V..  August  23,  1792.  In  his 
early  manhood  he  harried  the  hatter's  trade, 
and  was  an  extensive  manufacturer  in  his  day  in 
the  town  of  Wiiton.  Fairfield  county.  He  finally 
retired  Irorn  business,  and  moving  on  a lartn 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  its  manage- 
ment.  On  D<t  ember  13.  1812.  he  married 
Sally  Hyatt,  who  was  born  in  Wilton.  Septem- 
ber 4.  1793.  a daughter  of  A 1 \ i n Hyatt,  a farmer 
of  Wilton.  They  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  namely:  { 1 > George  H.,  born  July 

25.  1814.  a flatter  hv  trade,  though  later  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  in  Winmpauk;  during 
the  Civil  war  lie  >-ervcd  in  t fie  5 1 h Conn.  V.  ].; 
he  died  in  1884.  (21  Lewis  H..  born  February 

7,  1819,  a tailor  by  trade  and  later  a farmer  in 
Redding  town,  this  county,  where  he  died  in 
1892.  (})  Henry  C.  burn  March  31.  1827.  is 

in  the  stole  at  Winmpauk  with  our  subject  ; he 
was  a hatter  by  trade,  but  went  into  the  army, 
enlisting  in  the  5 1 h Conn.,  where  fie  remained 
four  and  one-half  Mars.  (4)  Joseph  C.  is  our 
subject.  (5!  Maria,  born  October  6,  1816, 
married  William  Ogden,  of  New  York  ; she  died 
in  Philadelphia  in  1878.  (6)  Mary,  born  June 

8,  1821;  and  (71  Sarah  L.,  born  February  1 3 . 
1829,  married  Stephen  A.  Smith,  formerly  of 
Norwalk,  now  d«  ceased;  he  at  one  time  was  a 
merchant  in  New  York.  Samuel  P.  Randle  died 
in  1854;  his  wile,  on  March  2,  1881.  He  was 
a stanch  Whig  in  politics,  and  for  two  years  rep- 
resented his  town  in  the  State  Legislature  ; lor 
twenty  >tars  he  was  selectman  of  the  town. 
The  entire  family  were  strict  followers  of  the 
tenets  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Joseph  C.  Randie  passed  the  years  of  his  boy- 
hood on  the  farm  in  Wilton  town  in  an  unevent- 
ful manner.  He  attended  the  public  srhoois, 
and  completed  his  education  at  Wilton  Academy. 
^ hen  seventeen  wars  of  age  he  passed  from  the 
rank  of  the  happ\.  care-free  school  boys,  and 
took  up  the  burdens  that  are  borne  by  the  teach- 
er. For  two  years  he  taught  in  the  district 
schools,  then  for  the  same  length  of  time  engaged 
in  civil  engineering — later  spending  one  year  on 
the  old  home  farm,  where  his  father  died.  In 
1855  he  came  to  Winnepauk  and  entered  the 
grocery  store  of  his  brother  George,  later  becom- 
ing a partner  under  the  firm  name  of  G.  H.  Ran- 


dle & Brother.  This  co  partnership  lasted  until 
! tS02,  when  George  withdrew,  that  he  might  en- 
ter the  army.  Joseph  C.  continued  the  business, 
and  now  has  a general  store  that  is  one  of  the 
1 most  popular  trading  places  in  the  county,  the 
genial  manners  of  the  proprietor,  and  his  will- 
ingness to  oblige  everyone,  winning  the  best  and 
1 most  substantial  patronage.  Mr.  Randle  is  a 
| Republican  in  politics,  having  voted  for  Fremont 
| for  President  in  1856.  For  five  years  he  was  as- 
' sistant  postmaster,  and  is  now  nearing  the  two- 
\ score  mark  in  his  career  as  postmaster.  It  is 
I unnecessary  to  add  that  he  has  been  prominent 
! in  the  politics  of  his  town,  and  his  place  in  com- 
mercial and  financial  circles  extends  beyond  the 
| borders  of  Wilton;  he  is  director  in  the  National 
1 Bank  of  Norwalk,  and  in  the  Fairfield  County 
I Savings  Bank  He  is  also  president  of  the  Nor- 
1 walk  Pottery  Company,  and  one  of  the  directors 
i in  the  Lounsbury  & Bissell  Company,  of  Wini- 
) pauk. 

On  December  27,  1855,  Joseph  C.  Randle 
: was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Fannie  H. 

I Pinkney,  who  was  born  in  New  York  City,  a 
1 daughter  of  James  W.  Pinkney,  of  the  prominent 
1 New  York  family  of  that  name.  Two  children 
1 came  to  bless  this  union:  William  P.,  born  July 

| 9,  1859,  now  residing  in  New  York,  where  he  is 
1 connected  with  the  Redding  Hardware  Company; 
and  Frank  C..  born  February  23,  1872,  at  home. 
On  January  25,  1890,  Mr.  Randle  was  called  on 
I to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  faithful  helpmeet,  whose 
1 charming  womanhood  had  for  so  many  years 
graced  his  home,  and  lent  its  cheerfulness  to 
brighten  the  hours  that  were  darkest.  A noble 
1 wife,  a tender  mother,  she  by  her  life  fulfilled 
! the  high  and  holy  mission  of  woman  on  earth. 

1 Mr,  Randle's  gentlemanly  and  kind-hearted  man- 
1 ner  wins  friends  wherever  he  goes,  and  his  integ- 
1 rity  and  natural  nobility  of  character  claim  the 
honest  respect  and  esteem  of  the  friends  his  gen- 
! ialitv  attracts. 


JARED  W.  WATERBURY  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  Fairfield  county.  Conn.,  for  over  thir- 
ty years,  and  has  owned  and  lived  on  his 
farm  in  Greenwich  township  since  1874.  He  is 
i a native  of  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  born 
■ August  20,  1841,  in  Long  Ridge,  a son  of  Eben- 
ezer  Waterbury,  a grandson  of  Jared  Waterbury, 

1 and  a great-grandson  of  Josiah  Waterbury. 

The  grandfather,  Jared  Waterbury,  died  of 
winter  fever  before  the  war  of  1812.  He  left  a 
widow  and  children,  four  of  whom  grew  to  adult 
age,  namely:  Samuel,  a shoemaker,  who  died 
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in  Pound  Ridge;  Phineas,  a shoemaker,  who  died  i 
in  New  Canaan,  Conn. ; Elmira  (Mrs.  William  I 
Haight),  who  died  in  Pound  Ridge;  and  Eben-  | 
ezer,  the  father  of  our  subject.  The  mother,  | 
for  her  second  husband,  married  Thomas  Potts.  I 
She  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years,  ] 
dying  at  Pound  Ridge. 

Ebenezer  Waterbury  was  born  April  17,  1805, 
in  Pound  Ridge,  and  there  he  was  reared,  dur- 
ing his  boyhood  receiving  such  advantages  for  an 
education  as  the  primitive  schools  of  that  day 
afforded.  His  brothers  learned  trades,  but  he 
began  to  assist  his  stepfather  on  the  farm  as  soon 
as  he  was  able  to  be  of  any  use,  and  he  contin- 
ued to  follow  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life. 
When  a young  man  he  married  Caroline  Smith, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  City,  a daughter  of 
Aaron  and  Betsy  Smith,  and  they  commenced 
housekeeping  in  Pound  Ridge,  Mr.  Waterbury 
buying  the  farm  on  which  they  made  their  home. 
Later  he  removed  his  family  to  Long  Ridge,  and 
there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  at  the 
good  old  age  of  seventy-nine.  He  was  a small  man 
physically,  but  he  was  an  energetic,  determined 
worker,  and  bv  his  own  exertions  became  the  own- 
er of  a comfortable  property,  thereby  acquiring  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  Mrs.  Water- 
bury passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  children,  viz.:  Aaron 

T..  deceased;  George  P.  and  E.  B-,  farmers  of 
Greenwich;  Sarah  E.,  widow  of  Isaac  Williams, 
of  Bedford,  N.  Y. ; William  S.,  of  Stamford, 
Conn.;  Jared  W.,  of  this  sketch;  John  O.,  of 
Pound  Ridge;  and  Charles  P.,  who  makes  his 
home  in  Stamford  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Waterburv's  religious  connections  were  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  they  were  highly 
esteemed  by  all  their  neighbors  and  friends,  who 
were  numerous  in  Greenwich  and  vicinity.  He 
was  originally  a Whig  in  political  sentiment,  in 
time  becoming  a member  of  the  Republican  party, 
but  although  he  took  a patriotic  interest  in  the 
public  welfare  he  consented  to  hold  office  but 
once,  in  his  later  years  steadfastly  relusing  to 
take  any  active  part  in  political  matters. 

Our  subject  attended  the  Great  Hill  school 
house  in  the  home  neighborhood,  and  received 
his  early  instruction  under  Miss  Sarah  Hoyt, 
Hezekiah  Robison  and  others  of  that  day. 
Brawn  as  well  as  brain  was  required  in  the 
teachers  in  those  times,  for  stern  discipline  was 
considered  most  important  in  conducting  a 
school,  and  the  literary  training  was  vastly  in- 
ferior to  that  of  the  present  day.  Farm  work  on 
the  home  place  occupied  Mr.  Waterbury  until 
he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  and  for  the  next  four 
years  he  worked  at  times  for  himself,  and  then 


again  for  his  father  even  after  his  marriage.  After 
he  commenced  to  work  for  himself  he  engaged  in 
the  butcher  business,  and  in  a short  time,  in  part- 
nership with  Wilbur  Ayres,  bought  out  Clark  & 
Kellogg,  whose  business  they  successfully  con- 
tinued. Even  as  a boy  Mr.  Waterbury  had  a 
propensity  for  “ dickering,"  managing  in  this  wav 
to  save  some  money  of  his  own,  which  enabled 
him  to  embark  in  this  enterprise  on  his  own  ac- 
count. For  some  time  after  his  marriage  he 
rented  a farm  in  Greenwich  township  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  George  P.,  after  which  he 
lived  at  home  for  a while,  working  at  different 
places.  He  next  moved  to  Pound  Ridge,  from 
there  to  a rented  farm  in  North  Cos  Cob,  and 
thence  to  Greenwich  township,  to  the  farm  of  W. 
J.  Mead.  In  1874  he  purchased  seventy-four 
acres  of  his  present  farm  from  B.  F.  Busted,  and 
now  owns  nearly  twice  that  amount  of  land, hav- 
ing added  to  the  place  by  five  subsequent  pur- 
chases until  it  comprises  t30  acres,  all  under  cul- 
tivation. Mr.  Waterbury  has  always  been  a hard 
l worker,  and  has  kept  up  to  the  times  in  conduct- 
I ing  his  agricultural  affairs,  which  have  prospered 
i in  a most  satisfactory  way.  But  he  wasnotcon- 
| tent  to  devote  his  natural  business  ability  to  the 
I management  of  his  farm  alone,  for  in  addition  he 
I has  established  a trade  as  a dealer  in  agricultural 
( implements  and  charcoal,  which  has  added  ma- 
I terially  to  his  income;  he  has  been  agent  for  \\- 
I A.  Wood  for  twenty  years,  selling  mowing  and 
I threshing  machines,  cultivators  and  horse  rakes 
Mr.  Waterbury  s first  wife  was  Miss  Emma 
Palmer,  who  was  born  in  Pound  Ridge,  N- 
daughter  of  George  Palmer.  She  died  leaving 
one  child,  Charles  E.,  who  now  resides  in  Ri'er 
Bank, ' Stamford  township,  this  county.  His 
present  wife  was  Miss  Louisa  M.  Haight,  of  Pound 
Ridge,  daughter  of  William  Haight,  and  two 
children  have  blessed  this  union:  Ella  C-,  "he 
.is  the  wife  of  Fred  Zahner,  of  Stanwicb,  this 
county;  and  Walter  H.,  living  at  home.  Mi 
and  Mrs.  Waterbury  are  prominent  members  ol 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Stanwich,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  deacon.  Politically,  he  is  a Re- 
publican. 


JfOHN  ALEXANDER  WADE,  M.  D.,  No.  27c 

j Main  street,  Danbury,  has  won  a place  amon? 
the  leading  physicians  and  surgeons  of  tha> 
| city,  and  as  the  members  of  the  medical  prole-'- 
J sion  in  this  section  are  noted  for  ability  and  skill. 
I his  success  is  a satisfactory  test  of  worth. 

The  Doctor  is  a native  of  the  Empire  State 
His  grandfather,  Calvin  C.  Wade,  married  Mar' 
C.  Brown,  a descendant  of  the  royal  family0 
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England,  and  lor  many  years  made  hi?  home  in  1 lit ical  movements  of  the  day.  but  he  is  a stcad- 
New  York  City.  The  late  Stephen  N.  Wade,  t fast  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Republican 
the  Doctor's  father,  was  born  in  the  Metropolis  | party. 

june  15,  1825,  but  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  . 

was  spent  in  I'lster  county,  where  he  was  a lead- 
ing citizen.  For  a quarter  of  a century  he  was  I TpKEDERICK  A.  DISBROW,  one  of  the  wide- 
a tustice  of  the  peace  of  the  town  of  Oliver,  and  X awake  and  energetic  businessmen  of  South- 
then  he  refused  to  hold  the  otiice  longer.  He  port,  tnav  truly  be  called  a representative, self- 
was  prominent  also  in  religious  affairs  as  a mem-  made  man.  Ins  success  being  purely  the  result  of 
ber  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Oiixe  Branch,  and  his  own  unaided  efforts. 

when  the  church  edihee  was  built  there,  about  Abraham  Disbrow.  his  father,  married  Miss 
twenty  years  ago,  he  solicited  most  of  the  Charity  Hurlburt,  and  four  children  were  born  to 
funds  and  supervised  the  work  of  construction,  them,  two  of  whom  are  deceased,  Frederick  A. 
For  many  \tars  he  conducted  a la  rue  general  , and  Frank  (twins  1 surviving,  the  latter  of  whom 
store  at  Olive  Branch,  and  his  death  occurred  ! is  now  residing  at  Chestnut  Hill,  Conn.  Both 
theie  May  29,  1879.  His  wile.  Mary  Jane  Sea-  [ parents  died  when  our  subject  was  a child,  and 

mam.  who  died  April  15,  1876,  in  1’1-ter  county,  I he  fias  no  recollection  of  them.  The  father  was 
was  a daughter  of  John  A.  and  Elizabeth  Sea-  1 a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  died 

man.  Our  subject  was  one  of  four  children,  two  I shortly  after  the  breaking  out  of  that  struggle. 

of  whom  died  in  infancy  His  surviving  sister,  F*.  A.  Dicbr«>w  was  born  May  12.  1859,  in 
Celia,  is  now  the  wife  of  Cornelius  Terwilliger,  \ Bridgeport.  Conn.,  and  was  reared  in  the  family 
of  Ohve  Branch,  New  York  1 of  Horace  Ogden,  a farmer  of  Greenfield  Hill. 

The  Doctor  s education  was  obtained  in  King-  He  attended  the  common  schools,  and  assisted 
stun.  N.  Y.,  his  native  place,  a course  in  the  ! his  foster-father  on  the  farm  some  twenty  vears, 
academy  supplementing  his  pnbiir-M  hoo)  studies.  ; or  until  1880.  when  he  took  a farm  on  shares. 
His  fust  practical  business  experiem  e was  secured  l after  which  (having  in  the  meantime  married*!  he 
in  his  fathers  store  at  Olive  Bianrh,  where  he  rented  a farm  from  Horace  Staples,  in  Westport, 
remained  several  years,  and  in  18N0  he  returned  1 Conn.,  April,  1883.  for  one  year.  This  line,  how- 
to Kingston  to  engage  in  the  dry-goods  business.  . ever,  not  being  to  his  liking,  he  concluded  to  em- 
This  he  continued  for  eight  years,  but  having  in  ' bark  in  the  butchering  business  in  Southport, 
the  meantime  gained  a clearer  knowledge  of  his  which  he  did  against  considerable  odds,  for  he 
abilities  and  mu  hnations.  he  decided  upon  the  ! was  an  entire 'ttanger  to  the  business,  had  strong 
study  of  medicine.  In  the  fall  of  1S88,  after  two  ! competition,  and  started  where  others  had  failed 
years  of  preliminary  reading  with  hi?  preceptor,  ' to  secure  a successful  trade;  moreover,  his  means 
Dr.  E.  H.  Loughran.  he  entered  Bellevue  Med-  were  not  large  However,  having  been  steady, 
ica!  College  in  New  York  City,  and  took  a com-  and  his  credit  good,  he  had  little  difficulty  in  get- 
piete  course,  graduating  March  27.  1893.  On  , ting  stock.  Alter  several  months  ol  profitless 
May  12,  of  the  same  year,  he  ope  ned  an  office  business,  fighting  against  heavy  competition,  he 
in  Danbury,  where  he  found  speedy  recognition,  tenaciously  held  on.  and  lived  through  a fight 
and  has  established  an  extensive  practice..  such  as  none  of  his  predecessors  had  survived. 

In  1883  Dr.  W’ade  married  M:<-«  Euphemia  Close  attention  to  business,  and  honest  and  fair 
A.  Town-end,  of  Hartsdalc.  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  dealing',  soon  brought  him  a liberal  patronage. 
Rev.  Samuel  B.  Townsend  and  Ins  wife,  Ann  which  he  has  retained.  His  present  shop,  which 
(Brundagt-  . Dr.  and  Mrs.  W ade  are  members  is  the  third  one  he  has  occupied  in  Southport,  was 
of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Danbury,  and  are  prom-  erected  by  him  for  his  own  use,  and  adjoins  an- 
inent  in  its  work.  The  Doctor  ic  also  a member  other  business  loom  which  he  also  owns.  Few 
of  several  fraternal  orders,  to  wit  the  Knights  cities  furnish  any  better  kept  or  neater  and  clean- 
of  the  Golden  Eagle;  the  1.  O < >.  1..  Samaritan  er  places  of  business  in  Mr.  Disbrow’s  line.  In 
Lodge  No.  7;  the  F.  iY  A.  M . Bine  1 .ndge  No.  addition  tn  hi?  meat  market  in  Southport,  he  has 
4c  : Eureka  Chapter,  K.  A.  M..  No.  23;  W ooster  conducted  produce  stores  in  other  places,  such  as 
Council  No.  28,  R.  S.  M..  andt  rudder  Com-  1 New  Haven  and  Bridgeport, 
n.andery  No.  to,  K.  T. ; is  also  a member  of  the  Mr.  Disbrow  married  Miss  Hattie  Meeker,  of 
Knights  ol  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order,  in  which  Southport,  a daughter  of  Aaron  Burr  Meeker, 
he  belongs  to  the  Grand  Senate;  of  Wooster  and  four  chiidien  have  graced  their  union:  Ed- 

Lodge  No.  30,  K.  of  P. ; and  Sons  of  St.  George,  ward  P. . Willis  Frederick.  Emeline  Meeker  and 
Nelson  Lodge  No.  367.  His  professional  work  1 Harry  Burr,  all  living.  In  religious  faith  Mr. 

leaves  him  little  time  for  participation  in  the  po-  . and  Mrs.  JWbrow  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
te 
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tional  Church.  Politically,  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  although  he  is  no  office-seeker  he  has 
served  as  constable  one  year.  He  is  a straight- 
forward business  man  and  a valued  citizen,  one 
who  worthily  enjoys  the  public  confidence. 


T;*<T']LL1AM  F.  NORTHROP,  senior  member 
Jrjf'  of  the  firm  of  Northrop  & Son.  of  South- 
port,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  is  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  that  thriving  town,  with  whose  busi- 
ness interests  he  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied for  many  years.  He  is  a native  of  the 
“Nutmeg  State,”  born  November  6,  1836,  in 
Kent.  Litchfield  county,  son  of  Alvin  Northrop, 
who  was  one  of  the  two  sons  of  Amos  Northrop, 
the  other  being  named  Garry.  Both  became 
shoemakers. 

Alvin  Northrop  was  born  in  Chatham,  New 
York  State.  He' learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker, 
and  followed  it  during  his  earlier  manhood,  in 
about  1846  removing  to  Greens  Farms,  Fair- 
fiejd  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
pf  -bis  life.  He  worked  at  his  trade  during  the 
winter,  and  at  farming  in  the  summer,  becoming 
one,  of  the  substantial,  respected  farmers  of  this 
locality.  When  a young  man  he  married  Miss 
Sarah  Wakeman  Alvord,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  named  children  : Julia 

B.  (Mrs.  Charles  Bulkeley).  who  died  at  Greens 
Farms;  Francis  N..  deceased  in  childhood;  Will- 
iam F.;  Frances  Josephine  (Mrs.  Charles  A. 
Meeker),  who  died  at  Greens  Farms;  George  E., 
of  Southport;  and  Louisa  A.  (Mrs.  George  B. 
Mills),  who  died  at  Greens  Farms.  The  father 
and  mother  both  passed  away  at  Greens  Farms, 
aged  seventy-three  and  seventy-seven  years,  re- 
spectively, and  their  remains  rest  in  the  East 
cemetery  at  Fairfield.  They  were  Methodists  in 
religious  connection. 

Up  to  the  age  of  ten  years  William  F.  North- 
rop lived  in  his  native  county,  attending  the  pub- 
lic schools  there  when  possible,  though  he  com- 
menced work  when  only  eight  years  old,  being 
obliged  to  help  at  home  on  account  of  his  father’s 
ill  health.  He  came  with  the  family  to  Greens 
Farms,  and  up  to  the  age  of  seventeen  worked 
for  different  farmers,  as  he  had  been  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits  from  his  earliest  boyhood. 
He  then  commenced  to  learn  the  carpenter’s 
trade  under  John  Kerley.  of  Waterbury,  Conn., 
receiving  $60  and  board  for  his  first  year's  serv- 
ices. After  completing  his  apprenticeship  he  im- 
mediately started  out  on  his  own  account  in 
Greens  Farms,  although  at  the  time  he  was  but 
a lad.  For  about  two  years  he  was  employed  in 
a carriage  shop  at  Wolcottville  (now  Torring- 


ton),  Conn. , but  he  returned  to  Greens  Farms 
and  resumed  contracting,  finally,  in  February, 
1858,  locating  in  Southport,  where  be  has  ever 
since  remained.  In  the  meantime,  after  his  mar- 
riage, he  had  farmed  on  a small  scale,  raising 
onions  and  garden  truck  about  one  year.  On 
coming  to  Southport  Mr.  Northrop  entered  the 
employ  of  Sherman  & Jelliff,  builders  and  con- 
tractors, and  remained  with  them  as  employe  un- 
til 1865,  when  the  firm  dissolved  and  he  contin- 
ued with  Mr.  Jelliff,  who  succeeded  to  the  busi- 
ness, after  about  one  year  becoming  a partner  to 
the  latter  gentleman,  in  connection  with  the  lum- 
ber business,  with  whom  he  was  in  all  for  seven- 
teen years.  After  Mr.  Jelliff 's  retirement  Mt. 
Northrop  and  his  brother,  George  E..  carried  on 
the  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Northrop 
Bros.,  this  partnership  lasting  until  January  1, 
1897,  when  the  present  firm  of  Northrop  & Son 
was  established.  During  the  preceding  years,  in 
addition  to  their  extensive  building  and  contract- 
ing business,  the  Northrop  Bros,  had  engaged  in 
other  lines,  and  when  the  present  partnership 
was  formed  the  original  branch  was  dropped,  the 
firm  now  dealing  in  coal,  lumber  and  builders 
supplies,  in  which  they  are  the  leaders  in  this 

section.  Mr.  Northrop  is  a self-made  man  in  the 

best  sense  of  the  term,  and  he  has  in  all  his  deal- 
ings gained  and  retained  an  enviable  reputation 
for  integrity  and  sterling  honesty,  commanding 
the  respect  of  his  business  associates  whetever 
he  goes. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  Mr.  Northrop 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  AbbyJ.  Baker, 
of  Greens  Farms,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Baker, 
and  two  children  blessed  this  union,  viz.:  Fred 
E.,  a graduate  of  Yale  University,  who  is  n°w 
his  father  s partner  in  business;  and  Ella  A.,  who 
died  when  five  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  North- 
rop are  devout  and  active  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Church,  in  which  he  has  been  one  of  the 
foremost  workers  for  years,  holding  all  the  offices, 
and  he  is  at  present  serving  as  trustee.  He  n 
also  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  temperance  cause, 
and  sympathizes  strongly  with  the  Prohibition 
movement  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a Ke- 
publican  Fraternally,  he  affiliates  withPequon- 
nock  Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Bridgeport,  Con- 
necticut . 


MON.  WILLIAM  BURR  HILL,  one  of  the 

most  prosperous  and  well-to-do  agricu  1 

urists  of  Fairfield  county,  is  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, • born  January  5,  1826,  at  Redding, 
where  in  the  district  schools  he  received  a ht>era 
education. 
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From  some  of  the  old  documents  of  the  Co- 
onial  History  of  Hartford.  Conn.,  it  is  learned 
hat  the  ancestors  of  the  Hill  family,  of  which 
>ur  subject  is  a member,  were  English,  the  first 
o come  to  this  country  being  William  Hill,  the 
late  of  whose  advent  on  these  shores  was  1632, 
welve  tears  alter  the  *•  Mayflower's  ” first  arrival. 
7or  a time  he  located  at  Dorchester,  Mass., 
hence  removing  to  Windsor,  on  the  Connecticnt 
iver,  having  bought  land  there.  Eater  he  came 
o Fairfield  county.  Conn.,  where  he  parsed  the 
est  of  his  days.  In  1636  he  was  elected  select- 
nan  of  his  town;  was  auditor  of  public  accounts 
n 1639;  in  1639  was  appointed  to  view  arms 
md  ammunition  in  the  town;  was  elected  deputy 
>r  representative,  in  which  incumbency  he  served 
rom  1639  to  1041,  also  in  1644;  after  his  service 
n the  House  of  Representatives  was  elected 
issistant  senator,  and  collector  of  customs  at 
-airfield,  and  in  1652-53  he  again  served  in  the 
douse  of  Representatives.  By  his  wife  Sarah  he 
lad  children:  Sarah,  William,  Joseph,  Ignatius, 
lames  and  Elizabeth,  of  whom, 

William  Hill  died  December  19,  1684.  By 
hs  wife  Elizabeth  had  children:  Sarah  was  the 
vife  of  Richard  Widow;  William  died  in  1728; 
Joseph,  in  1090;  John,  in  1727;  Eliphalet,  in 
• 695;  Ignatius  and  James  (no  record). 

Deacon  William  Hill,  great-great-great-great- 
’randfather  of  our  subject,  died  in  1737;  by  his 
wife  Sarah  he  had  children:  Joseph,  William  and 
David.  Of  these,  Joseph,  great-great-gr*  at-yrand- 
iather  of  our  subject,  was  born  April  t,  1699. 
and  married  Miss  Abigail  Durion,  who  was  born 
March  30,  i;oj,  and  died  April  25,  1774  He 
died  March  6,  1797.  Children:  Abigail,  born 
March  21,  1732,  married  David  Gould;  Sarah, 
born  August  21,  1733,  married  William  Wake- 
man;  David,  born  April  22,  1737,  never  married; 
Ebenezer,  born  February  26,  1742;  Jabez,  great- 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject;  and  Moses, 
born  June  11,  1748.  Of  these. 

Jabez,  born  June  17,  1744,  was  a man  of  con- 
siderable ability,  and  served  as  a major  in  the 
Revolutionary  army.  He  settled  in  the  town  of 
Weston,  Fairfield  county,  and  married  Miss 
Sarah  Read,  daughter  of  Colonel  Read,  after 
whom  the  town  of  Redding  was  named,  and 
three  children  were  born  to  them:  Sarah,  wife 

of  Timothy  Blatt;  John  R. , who  married  Betsey 
Sanford;  and  Moses,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject.  Jabez  Hill  died  of  consumption  Octo- 
ber 9,  1779.  Of  his  family. 

Moses  was  born  January  11,  17 — . and  died 

October  13, . He  was  married  June  17, 

*773.  to  Miss  Esther  Burr,  who  was  born  May 
29.  *755.  and  died  October  6,  1836,  aped  eighty- 


I one  years,  and  their  children  were:  William, 

j grandfather  of  our  subject;  Abigail,  born  Octo- 
; ber  >4,  1776;  and  Esther,  born  June  17,  1777. 

William  Hill  was  born  April  30,  1774,  in 
• Greenfield,  Conn.,  and  was  a lifelong  farmer. 
He  married  Betsey  Barlow,  who  was  born  August 
3,  1778,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Barlow,  and  died 
September  9,  1864.  Children:  Bradley,  father 

of  our  subject;  Abigail,  born  Novembers,  1800; 
Horace,  born  December  15,  1802;  Burr,  born 
December  23,  1804;  Betsey  (1),  born  August  2, 

I 18 — ; Betsey  (2);  Ebbie,  born  August  23,  18 — ; 

| and  William,  born  October  6,  1807. 

Bradley  Hill  was  born  September  9,  1798,  in 
1 the  town  of  Greenfield,  Fairfield  Co. . Conn.,  and 
1 was  a lifelong  farmer.  In  the  old-time  training 
1 days  he  was  a member  of  a troop  of  calvary,  and 
j shouldered  his  fiint-lock  musket  with  all  the  ardor 
I of  a true  patriot.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
i member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  By  his 
wife,  Betsey  (Banks),  daughter  of  Zelmon  B. 
Banks,  he  had  children  as  follows:  Abbie  M., 

born  September  27,  1823,  married  Lemuel  San- 
ford; William  B.  is  our  subject;  Sarah  E.,  born 
January  31,  1836.  is  unmarried;  and  Arthur  B 
1 and  Albert  (twins),  born  May  28,  1847,  the  ior- 
mer  of  whom  married  Alice  St.  John,  the  latter 
being  unmarried. 

William  B.  Hill,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines,  on  leaving  school  engaged  in  (arming,  and 
has  ever  since  devoted  his  undivided  time  to  that 
occupation,  giving  special  attention  to  the  buy- 
ing. rearing  and  selling  of  cattle  and  horses,  his 
business  operations  in  this  line  extending  to  the 
West  and  various  points.  He  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  politics,  as  a Whig  (which  party  he 
joined  in  1826)  and  a Republican,  and  has  filled 
all  the  town  offices;  has  served  as  selectman,  as 
constable  frequently,  and  for  many  years  as  a jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  In  1865-67  he  represented  bis 
town  in  the  State  Legislature  with  characteristic 
ability  and  patriotism. 

On  April  26,  1854,  Mr.  Hill  married  Miss 
j Katie  A.  Selleck,  a daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
I Eunice  (Hull)  Selleck,  of  Danbury.  A brief  rec- 
1 ord  of  the  children  born  to  this  union  is  as  follows: 

| (1)  Helen  S.,  born  May  10,  1856,  in  Redding, 
Conn.,  married  C.  W.  Merchant,  a prosperous 
I farmer  of  Redding,  and  they  have  one  child, 
j (2)  Nathaniel  B.,  born  July  30,  1859,  in  Red- 
ding, is  a farmer  and  dairyman;  he  married  Mary 
! E.  Morehouse,  and  has  one  child — Helena  L. 
(3)  Celia  F.,  born  August  21,  1863,  married 
Walter  P.  Rowland,  a farmer  of  Weston,  and 
I they  have  one  child — Charles  B.  (4)  Sarah  M., 
born  September  26.  1865,  married  Prof.  Louis 
B.  Treadwell,  professor  of  biology  in  Miami 
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(Ohio)  College,  and  they  have  two  children — 
Lois,  born  July  13,  1893,  and  Alvin  H.,  born 
July  15.  1896.  (5)  Eunice  P. , born  January 

19,  1867,  married  F.  B.  Wickes,  a foreman  hat- 
ter of  Bethel,  Conn.,  and  they  have  one  child — 
David  M . (6)  Mary  E..  born  February  22, 

1S70.  married  William  G.  Fish,  a farmer  of 
Redding.  (7)  William  B.,  Jr.,  born  May  27, 
1871,  is  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Redding;  he 
married  Eva  L.  Ferris,  daughter  of  John  Ferris, 
of  Greenfield,  Conn.,  and  they  have  one  child 
— Kate  F.,  born  September  23,  1S94. 

Nathaniel  Selleck,  father  of  Mrs.  William  B. 
Hill,  was  born  in  1801  in  the  town  of  Danbury, 
Conn.,  and  was  a lifelong  farmer.  In  politics  he 
was  originally  a Whig,  later,  during  the  Civil 
war,  becoming  a Democrat.  He  married  Miss 
Eunice  Hujl.  who  was  born  in  1809,  daughter  of 
Dennie  and  Polly  (Platt)  Hull,  farming  people  of 
Redding,  Conn.,  and  children  as  follows  were 
born  to  them;  (t)  Nathaniel  B.,  a hatter  by 
trade,  was  thrice  married — to  Sarah  M.  Burr, 
Decie  M.  Sherwood,  and  Martha  Koscoe.  respect- 
jvelv— and  of  his  children  one  son,  Nathaniel,  is 
a phvsician  in  Danbury  (he  married  Miss  Mary 
Benedict).  (2)  David  M.,  who  resides  in  Cali- 
fornia. married  Celia  F.  Miller,  and  has  children 
— Eunice.  Arthur,  Katie,  Laura  and  Oliver.  (3) 
Ethan  F..  a carpenter  by  trade,  died  in  Danbury; 
he  married  Julia  Goodsell,  and  had  one  child — 
Caroline  Selleck.  (4)  Oliver  F.,  who  was  a car- 
penter in  Danbury,  married  Mary  Goodsell,  and 
they  had  two  children — William  R.  and  Dora. 
(5)  Katie  A.  (wife  of  our  subject),  born  July  23, 
1835.  in  Danbury,  received  her  earlier  education 
there  and  afterward  attended  the  Normal  SchooJ 
at  New  Britain,  subsequently  teaching  school  for 
some  time  prior  to  her  marriage  with  Hon.  W. 
B.  HiK  By  a second  marriage  Nathaniel  Sel- 
leck had  one  son,  Eugene  W..  who  married 
Clara  Banks. 

Beniamin  Selleck,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hill, 
was  born  in  Maryland,  and  was  the  owner  of  a 
large  plantation  in  the  South;  he  was  alsoexten- 
sjvely  engaged  in  contracting.  He  married 
Hanna  Taylor,  of  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  and  had 
children:  Nathaniel,  mentioned  above;  Hanford, 
married  to  Betsey  Bennett : Beniamin,  married 
to  Phebe  Wood;  and  Katie  A.,  who  died  young. 


■JkT EHEM1AH  PERRY.  M.  D.  For  more  than 
Ji'x  two  hundred  years  the  Ferry  family  has 
been  noted  for  the  achievements  of  its  members 
in  professional  lines,  and  especially  in  the  science 
of  medicine.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
recently  retired  after  a successful  practice  of 


forty-five  years  in  Ridgefield,  is  the  fifth  in  thf 
line  of  medical  practitioners  who  have  brought 
distinction  to  the  name  of  Perry,  his  career  com- 
pleting an  unbroken  record  of  oae  hundred  and 
fifty  years  in  which  some  one  of  his  family  ha? 
been  in  active  practice  in  Ridgefield.  As  a phy- 
sician and  surgeon  he  has  fully  sustained  the 
prestige  of  his  name,  winning  a place  in  the 
front  ranks  of  the  profession,  and  during  his  long 
term  of  practice  he  has  so  established  himself  in 
the  affectionate  regard  of  the  community  that 
the  following  history  will  be  read  with  unusual 
interest. 

The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  definite 
knowledge  was  Richard  Perry,  a lawyer,  who 
came  lrom  England  in  1637  and  settled  at  New 
Haven.  In  1649  he  received  a grant  of  land  in 
Fairfield  county,  where  many  of  his  descendants 
have  remained.  Richard  Perry’s  son  Nathaniel, 
born  in  1652,  died  in  1681;  he  married,  in  1673. 
Hester,  daughter  of  Richard  Lyon.  Their  son 
Joseph,  born  in  1677,  died  in  1753;  his  third 
wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Michael  Clugstone. 
Their  son  Micah  (or  Michael),  born  in  1 72!- 
died  in.  1797;  he  married,  in  1742,  G'ace 
daughter  ol  Peter  Sturges.  Their  son  David 
was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 

Dr.  David  Perry  was  born  in  this  county  in 
1747,  and  in  1772  settled  in  Ridgefield,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  ol  medicine  lor 
fifty  years.  He  often  rode  to  Bridgeport,  and 
even  to  New  York  City,  for  text-books,  and  he 
acquired  a wide  reputation  for  skill  and  learning^ 
He  married  Hannah  Brown,  by  whom  he  had 
six  children,  viz. : David,  who  married  Clarissa 

Benedict,  of  Ridgefield;  Samuel,  who  married  a 

Miss  Catharda:  Nehemiah,  our  subjects  lather 
John,  who  died  unmarried;  Betsy,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Thaddeus  Keeler,  of  Ridgefield:  an 
Lucy,  who  died  unmarried. 

Dr.  Nehemiah  Perry,  Sr.,  the  father  ol 
subject,  was  born  in  Ridgefield  in  j 700  an 
died  in  i80u  He  began  the  study  of  medicine 
with  his  father,  and  after  completing  a coune"1 
New  York  City  received  his  degree  in  Connect! 
cut  from  President  Day,  of  Yale  College  n 
181 1 he  entered  upon  his  professional  career  in 
Ridgefield,  where  he  practiced  the  healing  a 
1 for  fifty-five  years,  having  a very  ester's 'e 
1 clientele  throughout  this  part  of  the  State  j; 

1 years  he  was  a leading  member  of  the  Fa'rr;!lj 
1 Medical  Society,  and  his  inherited  talents,  o 
i veloped  by  study  and  observation,  made  1 1 • 
■ eminent  in  correct  diagnosis  and  skillful  •' 

, gery.  He  owned  the  property  nowin  h'e  h 
! session  oi  Ex-Governor  Lounsbory.  His  m 
i wife  was  Mary  Sanford,  daughter  0!  hs*)01 
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,emuel  and  Iictsy  (Herron]  Sanford.  leading  res- 
dents  of  Redding.  Conn.,  and  alter  her  death 
it  married  Clarissa  Purdy,  of  Somerstovvn, 
A estefu  ster  C<>.,  N.  Y.  By  fits  first  marriage 
it  had  five  children,  as  fold  ws:  Lucy,  who 

lied  in  i hiidhood ; Sarah,  wife  of  Hon.  Henry 
rvuggles,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  who  was  consul  at 
Barcelona,  Spain,  during  Grant  s administration, 
md  is  now  living  retired ; Nehemiah,  our  sub- 
iect.  who  will  be  mentioned  more  fullv  below; 
Lemuel,  who  died  in  intancy;  and  Samuel,  who 
muried  Mary  Cbborn.  of  Redding.  Conn.  By 
:he  second  marriage  there  was  < ne  daughter, 
Kllen  Cliff  Perry,  who  died  in  1 S 90.  unmarried. 
Ur.  Nefiemiah  Perry,  and  Sarah.  Mrs.  Henry 
Kuggles,  are  the  only  children  living 

Dr.  Nehemiah  Perry  was  born  m Ridgefield 
in  Dz;.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
academy  of  Hugh  Stocker  Banks,  and  the  pri- 
vate school  conducted  by  Doctor  Short,  an  llpis- 
copal  olcigvman.  His  medical  education  was 
acquired  under  the  able  instruction  of  his  father, 
with  whom  he  was  in  practice  Horn  the  age  of 
tighti  en  until  1866.  Prom  that  time  until  his 
retirement,  in  I S y 3 , he  piact.ced  alone,  his 
patients  being  scattered  over  an  ana  of  twenty 
miles  in  the  immediate  viumtv  of  Riduefield. 
He  undoubtedly  inherited  his  adaj  (ability  to  his 
prott  ss:on,  and  by  his  skill  and  success  gained 
more  than  a local  reputation,  having  been 
called  to  New  York  City  for  t t mullauon  in 
more  than  one  critical  cast.  In  surgical  work 
ht»  was  notably  efficient,  although  he  is  unus- 
ually well-grounded  in  all  branches  of  general 
practice,  and  has  been  a close  student  all  his 
life. 

Doctor  Perry  married  Miss  Lmily  Pierson 
Jennings,  daughter  of  the  latt  Augustus  Jen- 
nings. of  Southport,  Conn.,  and  they  have  two 
daughters — Lucile  Jennings  1 city  and  Grace 
Jennings  Perry.  The  family  is  identified  with 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  prominent  in  the 
best  social  circles  of  this  section  The  Doctor 
is  not  active  in  public  affairs,  but  he  is  a firm 
believer  in  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  while  his  father  and  grandfather  were 
stanch  Whigs. 


BE.  MEAD,  one  of  the  hading  dentists  and 
worthy  citizens  of  Greenwich.  Fairfield 
county,  was  born  in  the  northern  portion  of  that 
town,  March  8,  1826.  a son  of  Allan  and  Rachel 
4 H ait ) Mead.  The  Hait  family  'whose  name 
has  been  corrupted  to  Hoyt,  1*  c ne  of  the  old 
and  well-known  families  coming  of  Revolutionary 
stock,  and  was  originally  of  Swiss  extraction. 


Our  subiect's  father  was  born  in  Greenwich, 
Conn.,  in  1799.  and  was  a son  of  Edmund  and 
' Rebecca  fknapp)  Reed.  In  his  younger  days  he 
worked  at  the  cooper's  trade,  though  he  was 
reared  as  a farmer  boy.  He  was  married  in 
Gre  enwich,  and  in  1837  removed  to  Otsego  coun- 
ty, N.  Y. , which  was  a great  dairying  country, 
and  while  there  he  made  many  firkins  of  butter. 

■ He  died  of  cholera  in  1849,  and  his  wife,  who 
survived  him  for  many  years,  passed  away  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two,  both  being  buried 
in  Greenwich.  They  were  faithful  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  was  a Whig 
in  politics 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the 
following  children:  Seth,  a druggist,  who  died  in 
, Peekskill,  N.  Y. ; B.  E.  is  next  in  order  of  birth; 
William,  a farmer,  is  also  deceased;  Nehemiah 
is  a druggist  of  Akron,  Iowa;  Sarah  is  the  wife 
l of  Daniel  Herbert;  Rachel  A.  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  F.  Horton,  of  Akron,  Iowa;  Marv  L.  is 

■ the  wife  of  Kev.  Cheney,  a Congregational  min- 
, ister  of  Wisconsin;  James  was  a highly  success- 
' ful  physician  of  Chicago,  where  he  died,  upon 

his  deathbed  receiving  the  appointment  10  sin- 
ceed  Doctor  Lee  "in  the  highest  medical  posi- 
tion in  Chicago."  and  John  H.  (the  youngest  in 
the  family;,  who  died  in  Peoria,  Illinois 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  B.  E.  Mead 
attended  the  public  schools,  which  at  that  time 
were  very  crude . After  his  parents  removal  to 
, New  York  he  attended  the  Gilbertsville  Academy 
for  a time,  but  when  yet  in  his  'teens  he  went  to 
1 live  with  his  uncle.  Nehemiah  Hait,  of  Green- 
wich, Com,.,  where  he  made  his  home  for  sev- 
, eral  years.  Alter  the  death  of  his  father  he  set- 
j tied  up  the  business  of  the  estate  in  a skillful 
1 manner  without  any  litigation,  although  he  was 
yet  quite  young.  He  then  looked  after  no  small 
1 amount  of  business  for  his  mother  in  connection 
] with  the  estate  of  her  brother,  Nehemiah  Hait. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Mead  was  a resident 
, of  Peekskill.  N.  Y.,  and  while  at  that  place 
started  the  Peekskill  Enamel  Iron  Company, 
which  flourished  under  his  superintendency,  but 
, rapidly  declined  under  his  successor.  While  in 
1 Otsego  county,  N.  Y. , during  his  youth,  he  spent 
considerable  tune  in  a dental  office,  but  circum- 
j stances  caused  him  to  give  up  that  work  for 
1 awhile,  and  on  his  removal  from  Peekskill  to  Un- 
adilla,  that  State,  he  again  took  up  the  study  of 
dentistry  under  Doctors  Niles  & Ireland,  success- 
! ful  and  skilled  practitioners.  On  returning  to 
Greenwich,  in  1869,  he  opened  an  office,  and 
. soon  succeeded  in  building  up  a large  and  lucra- 
' tive  practice,  which  he  still  enjoys. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years.  Doctor 


Digitized  by 


Google 


950 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Mead  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth J.  Weed,  of  Greenwich,  a daughter  of  Isaac 
Weed,  and  their  children  are:  Carrie,  at  home; 

Libby,  now  Mrs.  J.  Merritt  Smith,  of  Greenwich; 
and  Edward  J. , a leading  dentist  of  Mamaroneck, 
N.  Y.  Doctor  Mead  has  always  been  a robust, 
stout  and  hardy  man,  and  is  exceptionally  well 
preserved  for  his  years.  In  politics  he  is  a stal- 
wart Republican;  in  religious. faith  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  while  socially, 
he  is  identified  with  the  Royal  Arcanum. 


JSACOB  MORRIS  LOCKWOOD,  of  Ridge- 
field, Fairfield  county,  was  born  May  13, 
1817,  at  Pound  Ridge,  Westchester  Co. , N. 

Y. , of  English  descent  which  is  traced  as  fol- 
lows: 

(1)  Robert  Lockwood  came  from  England 
in  1630,  settling  in  Watertown,  Mass.,  where 
six  of  his  children  were  born,  and  he  was  made 
a freeman  in  March,  1636-37.  He  was  appoint- 
ed executor  of  the  estate  of  Edmond  Lockwood. 
About  1646  he  removed  to  Fairfield,  Conn., 
where  his  four  younger  children  were  born — ten 
in  all,  named  respectively:  (II)  Jonathan,  De- 
borah, Joseph,  Daniel,  Ephraim.  Gersham,  John, 
Abigail,  Sarah  and  Mary.  The  mother  of  these 

children  was  Susannah- -.  (II)  Jonathan 

Lockwood  (Lieut.),  son  of  Robert  (I),  was  born 
September  10,  1634,  in  Watertown.  Mass.,  and 
died  May  12,  t688,  in  Greenwich,  Conn.  On 
January  1,  1657,  he  signed  a paper  at  Easttowne, 
N.  Netherlands,  promising  allegiance  to  the  Gov- 
ernor so  long  as  he  lived  within  his  jurisdiction. 
He  moved  to  Stamford.  Conn.,  October  16, 
1660,  and  resided  there  until  1665,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Greenwich,  and  there  became  a free- 
man in  1670;  in  May,  1671,  he  was  an  assistant,  j 
and  in  1672  he  was  one  of  twenty-seven  proprie- 
tors. He  became  a prominent  citizen  of  Green- 
wich, and  represented  the  town  in  the  Legisla- 
ture four  years.  By  his  wife  Mary  (Ferris), 
daughter  of  Jeffrey  Ferris,  he  had  children:  Jona- 
than, Robert,  Gersham,  (111)  Joseph,  John,  Sa- 
rah (who  married  Michael  Lounsbery),  and  Abi- 
gail. 

(Ill)  Joseph  Lockwood,  son  of  Lieutenant 
Jonathan  (II),  was  born,  in  1673,  in  Stamford, 
Conn.,  was  admitted  a freeman  February  17, 
1697,  and  died  in  1759  at  Pound  Ridge,  West- 
chester Co.,  N.  Y.  He  was  twice  married,  first 
on  May  19,  1698,  to  Elizabeth  Ayers,  who  died 
in  childhood  December  16,  1715.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  wedded,  August  10,  1716,  Margery 
Webb,  who  was  born  October  4,  1683,  and  died 
January  2,  1739.  A brief  record  of  (III)  Joseph’s 


children  by  his  first  wife  is  as  follows:  Joseph, 
born  March  15,  1699,  married  Sarah  Hoyt;  Han- 
nah, born  March  24,  1701,  married  David  Dann; 
John,  born  September  18,  1703;  Nathaniel,  bora 
April  1,  1706;  Elizabeth,  born  May  15, 1708; 

Israel,  born  June  4,  1710:  Mary,  born , 

17 — ; and  Reuben,  born  December  15,1715 
The  only  child  born  to  (III)  Joseph  by  his  second 
wife  was  (IV)  James. 

(IV)  James  Lockwood  (Lieot.-Col.),  youngest 
son  of  (III)  Joseph,  was  born  July  15,  1722,  at 
Stamford,  Conn.,  and  married  Mary  Norton. 
Issue:  Mary  L.,  born  March  3,  1742;  Janies, 
born  March — , 1758;  (V)  Jacob;  Susannah,  who 
married  Ephraim  Lockwood;  Thankful,  wile  of 
James  Benedict;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jacob  Wood: 
Lydia,  who  married  Elisha  Pelham;  and  Esther, 
wife  of  James  Harford. 

(V)  Jacob  Lockwood,  son  of  (IV)  James,  was 
| born  at  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  appears  to  have 

moved  to  New  Canaan.  He  married  Mary  Pel- 
j ham,  and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them: 

: (VI)  James  Lockwood,  son  of  (V)  Jacob,  was 

I born  July  1,  1787,  in  New  Canaan.  Fairfield  Co., 
| Conn.  He  was  a worker  in  wood,  a wagon 
i maker  and  mill-wright  by  trade,  and  frequently 
j went  to  the  South,  being  a widely-known  expert 
I in  his  line.  He  lived  in  Pound  Ridge,  Fishkill 
j and  Bedford,  N.  Y. , in  which  latter  place  he  died 
June  3,  1834,  in  his  forty-seventh  year.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  1812.  On  August  3, 180?, 
at  Pound  Ridge,  N.  Y.,  he  married  Nancy  J-  M' 
bin,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Albin,  and  children-as 
follows  were  born  to  them:  Hannah,  born  June 
20,  1 809,  married  Aaron  Arnold,  and  died  May 
14.  1877;  Sidney,  born  February  8,  1811,  mar- 
ried Polly  Arnold,  and  died  in  1SS9;  Mary,  born 
January  10,  1813,  married  Alexander  Lounsbury, 
and  died  in  1891;  Jeremiah  T.,  born  January’. 
1815,  married  Jane  Sheriger,  and  died  in  i8bo 
(she  died  in  November,  1892);  (VII)  Jacob  M 
(see  below];  Nancy  J.,  born  June;,  1819,  mar- 
ried D.  Bishop,  and  died  March  14, 1S96;  George 
NY. . born  March  14,  1822,  married  Betsey  Saun- 
ders, and  died  June  7,  1893;  Eliza,  born  October 
26,  1826,  married  David  De  Forest,  and  lives'11 
New  Canaan;  John  H.,  born  August  3, 

, died  August  6,  1838;  Charles,  born  February  — - 

I 1831,  died  January  19,  1881;  and  Anna  M.,  born 

i February  6,  1833,  died  in  New  Canaan  June  >!• 

1 1 886. 

(VII)  Jacob  M.  Lockwood,  son  of  (VI)  Jams, 
j and  the  subject  proper  of  this  biographical  sketch, 

I w as  born  May  13,  1817,  at  Pound  Ridge,  West- 
I Chester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  up  to  the  age  of  fiftcen 
years  attended  the  public  schools,  receiving  8 
liberal  education,  after  which  he  learned  t e 
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trade  of  cabinet  maker  with  Hawley  & Picket,  ol 
Ridgefield,  following  same  as  a journeyman  some 
seven  years,  and  also  carpentry  fora  time.  From 
1840  to  1 866  he  conducted  the  principal  trade  in 
his  line  in  that  town,  doing  a large  business,  and 
he  helped  to  build  the  M.  E.  church  in  Ridge- 
field,  which  still  stands.  In  1866  he  commenced 
the  undertaking  business  in  Ridgefield,  which  he 
continued  until  187;  in  connection  with  carpen- 
tering, and  he  has  occasionally  engaged  at  it 
since.  By  hard  work,  judicious  care,  and  strict 
integrity  in  all  his  dealings.  Mr.  Lockwood  suc- 
ceeded in  amassing  a comfortable  competence. 
Leaving  the  paternal  roof  when  he  was  but  ten 
years  old,  he  has  in  truth  been  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortune,  and  stands  pre-eminent  among 
the  typical  self-made  men  of  his  time  At  one 
time  he  owned  the  land  about  his  own  home 
where  now  stands  the  Catholic  church..  In  1868 
he  started  what  was  called  the  Ridgefield  Ceme- 
tery Association,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  its 
superintendent;  from  time  to  time  he  has  sold 
lots  to  the  association  from  his  land. 

In  1838  Mr.  Lockwood  married  Miss  Julia  M. 
Stevens,  daughter  of  Abner  and  Abigail  M. 
Stevens,  ol  tmenwich,  l onn.,  and  they  had 
three  children,  as  follows:  (I)  Adeline  A.,  born 

April  25,  1840.  married  (first)  Andiew  Smith,  by 
whom  she  has  two  children- -James  \V.  and 
Emma  Frances;  and  after  his  death  she  became 
the  wife  of  Bradley  Edmond.  (2)  Frank  Wil- 
mot.  born  March  19,  1842.  is  a minister  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  in  Philadelphia;  he  married  Re- 
becca J.  Hamilton,  of  Philadelphia,  and  has  one 
son.  E'rank  Hamilton.  (3)  Emma  Lind  (named 
after  Jennie  Lind,  the  songstress),  born  June  iG, 
t8sO,  married  Amos  Randolph  Northrop,  of 
Lewisboro,  N.  V.,  and  had  one  child,  Nellie 
Wilinot,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

In  politics  our  subiect  was  originally  a Whig, 
voting  for  William  H.  Harrison  in  1840.  and 
since  the  organization  of  the  party  has  been  a 
stanch  Republican.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Ridgefield,  of 
which  he  has  for  many  years  been  trustee.  He 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  village  and  its  enterprises,  has  been 
one  of  its  most  public-spirited  citizens,  and  no 
one  is  more  deserving  of  prominent  representa- 
tion in  the  pages  of  this  work  than  Jacob  Morris 
Lockwood. 


RTHUR  BENNETT  has  been  living  retired 
2ML  in  Fairfield,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  for  the 
past  twenty-five  years,  occupying  the  “old 
homestead  ” where  he  was  born,  and  it  is  safe  to 


i say  that  there  is  no  more  highly  respected  resi- 
1 dent  of  this  village,  where  he  is  as  universally 
esteemed  as  he  is  well  knoWn.  Mr.  Bennett  is 
l a son  of  Deacon  Charles  Bennett  (who  in  his  day 
. was  an  equally  prominent  man  in  this  locality), 

' and  a grandson  of  Moses  and  Abigail  Bennett. 

Charles  Bennett  was  born  in  1792  in  West- 
; port,  Conn.,  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker, 

■ and  alter  his  marriage  settled  in  the  village  of 
| Fairfield.  F'airfield  county,  where  he  passed  the 
1 remainder  of  his  days.  He  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  boots  and  shoes  on  what  was  in  those 
i days  considered  an  extensive  scale,  and  was 
finally  enabled  to  purchase  the  property  still 
owned  by  his  son  Arthur,  whereon  he  erected  a 
I factory,  also  the  family  residence,  where  he  died 
' February  1,  1871.  Mr.  Bennett  prospered,  and 
1 deservedly,  after  his  removal  to  Fairfield,  and  he 
1 supplied  a large  Southern  trade  for  many  years. 

1 He  baame  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  that 
neighborhood,  taking  an  active  part  in  public  af- 
fairs. and  as  a public-spirited  man,  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  his  community,  he  was 
* often  consulted.on  matters  of  local  importance, 
possessing  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  men  to 
an  unusual  degree.  He  was  a Whig  and  later  a 
Republican  in  political  faith,  and  though  no  poli- 
tician in  the  sense  of  office-seeker  he  was  elected 
to  represent  Fairfield  in  the  State  Legislature, 
an  incumbency  he  filled  with  the  ability  and 
thoroughness  which  characterized  all  his  under- 
takings. He  was  no  less  active  in  religious 
matters,  and  he  was  an  earnest  member  and 
zealous  worker  in  the  Church,  for  many  years 
holding  the  office  of  deacon.  Mr.  Bennett  be- 
gan life  with  no  capital  save  a thorough  knowl- 
edge of  his  trade  and  a pair  of  willing  hands:  but 
in  spite  of  this  discouraging  lack  of  financial 
means  at  the  outset  he  managed  to  accumulate 
1 a comfortable  competence,  and  he  reared  his 
family  well,  at  his  death  leaving  a valuable  estate. 
As  a man  of  strict  integrity  and  honorable  prin- 
1 ciples  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  he  ranked  sec- 
ond to  none  in  his  vicinity,  and  he  was  a most 
influential  and  respected  member  of  the  com- 
munity where  all  his  active  years  were  spent. 
He  was  one  of  the  executors  of  the  will  of  Roger 
Sherman. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  first  married,  at  the  age  of 
twentv-one,  to  Miss  Polly  Bennett,  who  was 
born  in  1793,  and  died  September  14,  1862. 
Her  remains  rest  beside  his  in  the  Fairfield  East 
cemetery.  Five  children  blessed  this  union,  as 
follows:  Henry,  who  became  his  father’s  part- 

ner in  the  shoe  business,  died  November  27,  1857; 
William,  who  was  a tailor  by  trade,  died  Octo- 
I her  13,  1896,  aged  seventy- five  years;  Oliver,  of 
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whom  all  trace  has  been  lost;  Arthur;  and  Jane  turning  to  Bridgeport,  our  subject  was  appointed, 
(Mrs.  Charles  Bibbtns).  The  father  wedded,  for  by  Governor  Buckingham,  to  the  position  of  in- 
his  second  wife.  Miss  Mary  Bennett,  who  passed  structor  for  Captain  Siprell's  company,  4th Co/m 
away  August  15,  1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  V.  I.,  which  was  then  being  organized.  As  soon 
years.  I as  his  engagement  with  that  company  was  ended 

Arthur  Bennett  was  born  July  18.  1826,  in  I he  assisted  Col.  Richard  Fitzgibbons  in  raising 
the  village  of  Fairfield,  where  he  grew  to  man-  ! Company  1,  6th  Conn.  V.  I.,  of  which  he  was 
hood,  in  his  earlier  years  attending  the  common  | made  captain,  and  with  which  company  he 
schools  and  later  the  Fairfield  Academy,  under  i served  in  all  its  operations  around  Charles- 
-Professor  Benton  and  Professor  Tufts.  When  | ton,  S.  C.,  on  James  Island,  the  investiture  of 
seventeen  he  took  up  the  shoemakers  trade  in  I Fort  Pulaski,  and  the  battle  of  Pocataiigo. 
his  father's  shop,  and  he  continued  at  the  busi-  I S.  C. , until  the  spring  of  1862.  After  that  he 
ness  during  all  his  active  years,  conducting  the  1 was  on  recruiting  service,  and  was  assigned  10 
factory  after  his  father's  retirement  until  it  was  I duty  under  the  provost  marshal  to  assist  in  en- 
^bandoned.  As  above  stated,  he  has  led  a ! forcing  the  draft.  At  Grapevine  Point,  New 
retired  life  for  the  past  quarter  of  a century,  and  I Haven,  Conn.,  he  organized  the  depot  of  drafted 
he  has  passed  all  his  days  on  the  "old  home-  1 men  for  the  States  of  Rhode  Island  and  Con- 
stead”  of  the  Bennett  family.  Our  subject  was  | necticut.  In  1863  he  resigned  his  connection 
married,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years,  to  Miss  I with  the  Connecticut  Volunteers  to  accept  sen- 
Ellen  Burr  Perry,  daughter  of  Curtis  and  Harriet  | ice  in  the  23th  United  States  Colored  Troops,  ten 
(Sherwood)  Perry,  of  Westport,  Conn,  Mrs.  1 regiments  of  which  were  organized  under  the 
Bennett  is  a member  of  the  Congregational  I direct  supervision  of  the  War  Department  at 
Church.  Mr.  Bennett  was  originally  a Whig  in  ' Washington.  He  joined  the  25th  as  captain, 
politics,  and  is  now  a loyal  Republican,  though  i from  which  rank  he  was  in  course  of  time  pro- 
he  takes  no  interest  in  party  affairs  beyond  t moted  to  major,  and  he  served  in  the  defense  of 
voting.  Newbern,  N.  C.,  and  the  department  of  Flori- 

— da.  He  was  also  ordnance  officer  on  the  staff  of 

1 General  Asboth,  commanding  the  Department  0) 

MAJOR  THOMAS  BOUDREN.  who  for  the  ! West  Florida.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
past  twenty  years  has  been  superintendent  I honorably  discharged,  having  served  his  country 
of  the  White  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Bridge-  1 continuously  from  August,  1861,  to  December;, 
port,  is  a native  of  New  Jersey,  born  at  Newark,  1865.  Once  more  taking  up  the  vocations  of 

January  3.  1832,  a son  of  Michael  Boudren,  who  peace,  he  renewed  the  carriage-lamp manufactur- 

came  from  Ireland  to  America  in  182S,  and  died  ing  business,  and  in  1877  he  became  the  super- 
in 1844.  intendent  of  the  White  Manufacturing  Company, 

Mr.  Boudren  passed  his  boyhood  in  Philadel-  of  Bridgeport,  manufacturers  of  carriage  lamps, 

phia.  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Bridgeport,  carriage  hardware  and  hearse  mountings,  which 

attending  school  in  New  York,  New  Haven  and  | concern  has  been  in  existence  since  1832.  Our 
Bridgeport.  At  the  early  age  of  nine  years  he  j subject  is  also  a stockholder  in  same, 
commenced  earning  a living,  at  first  as  errand  ' In  1854.  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Major  Bou- 
boy,  and  when  he  was  fifteen  he  was  apprenticed  I dren  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  North, ana- 
in  Newark,  N.  J..  to  the  carriage-lamp  making  I tive  of  England,  and  two  children  have  been 
business.  Leaving  Newark  for  Bridgeport,  in  i born  to  them:  (1)  Elizabeth  North,  who  mat- 

1852,  he  commenced  working  for  the  Bradley  & I ried  Alvin  A.  Libby,  and  has  two  children— 
White  Manufacturing  Company,  corner  of  Broad  I Bessie  and  Helene;  and  (2)  Sarah  Ellen. 
and  Carmon  stieets,  and  continued  with  that  I litically,  the  Major  is  a pronounced  Republican. 
r~~  in  which  year  he  went  to  Phila-  I but  has  never  sought  office.  Socially,  he  is  a 

defpnia  an.-  . mbarked  in  the  manufacture  of  1 member  of  Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  Post  No.  3, _G.  A- 
carriage  lamps  on  his  own  account.  I R. , and  has  served  the  Post  in  every  elective  ca- 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  how-  j pacity  from  officer  of  the  guard  to  post  com- 
ever,  he  closed  his  business  and  secured  an  en-  1 mander,  which  latter  office  he  filled  two  years 
gagement  as  instructor  for  several  military  or-  i He  has  a record  of  never  having  been  absent 
ganizations,  and  for  six  weeks  put  the  20th  Penn.  ! from  post  meeting  for  over  fifteen  years,  except- 
V.  I.  "through  their  facings  ” until  that  regiment  I ing  in  case  of  sickness  or  absence  from  town 

was  ordered  to  the  front.  On  that  occasion  he  1 He  was  also  Senior  Vice  Department  Commando 

was  offered  a commission  by  Governor  Curtin,  i of  the  Department  of  Connecticut,  G.  A.  R-.  *or 
of  Pennsylvania,  but  declined  the  honor.  Re-  i the  year  1898.  He  is  affiliated  with  St.  Johns 
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Lodge.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Bridgeport,  of  which  he 
became  a member  in  1859.  The  Major  is  one  of 
t he  steady -going  prosperous  citizens  of  Bridge- 
port, one  who  has  made  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  and  as  a citizen  holds  a prominent  place 
in  the  estimation  of  his  neighbors  and  friends. 


HON.  AUSTIN  B.  LOCKWOOD.  -Mans 
sociality  of  nature."  says  Carlyle,  “evinces 
itself  in  spite  of  all  that  ran  be  said  by  this  one 
fact,  were  there  no  other  — the  unspeakable  de- 
light which  he  takes  in  biography."  The  follow- 
ing history  of  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of 
Bethel  conveys  a helpful  lesson,  and  cannot  fail 
to  enrouiage  any  young  man  who  aims  at  a sub- 
stantial success  in  htc 

Mr.  Lockw  nod  was  born  August  20,  1S30,  in 
the  town  of  K eddiug.  this  county,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  a family  which  has  been  identified  with 
this  section  for  many  years.  Joseph  Lockwood, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  the 
town  of  Weston,  born  December  31,  1 7 S 5 . and 
was  reared  in  that  locality,  but  his  later  years 
were  spent  in  Kidding.  By  occupation  he  was 
a cooper  and  stonemason.  Among  fits  acquaint- 
ances he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  fur  his 
excellent  qualities  of  character.  He  was  a man 
of  deep  religious  feeling,  and  a thorough  student 
of  the  Bible  His  wile,  Hannah  (Mills),  who 
was  also  a native  of  Weston,  was  born  in  1781 
and  died  in  1848.  Of  their  nine  children  none 
are  now  living  except  our  subject. 

The  educational  opportunities  which  Mr. 
Lockwood  enjoyed  in  lus  youth  were  not  as 
extensive  as  he  desired,  and  after  an  attendance 
at  the  district  schools  of  Redding  and  Bethel,  he 
was  apprenticed  in  June,  1845,  to  Mr.  Joyce,  a 
hatter  of  Bt-ihe!  In  August  of  that  year  he 
accompanied  Mr.  Joyce  to  Fort  Jervis,  N.  V.. 
and  later  worked  for  two  years  in  Gregory's  fiat 
shop,  at  Newburg.  N.  V.  He  then  returned  to 
Bethel,  and  as  the  Mexican  war  was  in  progiess 
he  enlisted  as  a soldier,  but  as  he  was  not  of  age 
and  his  father  objecting,  lie  was  not  allowed  to 
go.  From  that  tune  until  he  was  twenty  years 
old  he  was  employed  at  the  hatter's  trade  by  Mr. 
McDowell,  of  Weston,  and  afterward  he  went  to 
Easton,  where  he  learned  the  business  of  shot- 
making. In  18O5  he  located  in  Bethel  and 
engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business,  his  store 
being  on  Main  street  opposite  the  Congregational 
Church.  In  1^74  he  removed  to  the  old  bank 
building  on  Chestnut  street,  and  three  years  later 
he  transferred  his  stock  to  a store  at  the  corner 
of  Chestnut  and  Center  streets.  In  1884  he 
sold  out  to  Mr.  Wheeier,  and  went  into  business 


in  Danbury,  but  after  three  years  he  again  opened 
a store  in  Bethel.  Between  1883  and  1895  he 
took  possession  of  his  present  store  in  Fountain 
Place.  As  a business  man  he  is  successful,  and 
his  sound  judgment  is  recognized  in  financial 
circles. 

Without  neglecting  his  private  interests  Mr. 
Lockwood  has  taken  an  active  part  in  local  pol- 
itics as  a member  of  the  Democratic  party.  In 
1874  he  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. and  (or  some  time  he  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  while  at  present  he  is  serv- 
ing as  a member  of  the  town  board  of  assessors. 
Socially,  he  is  prominent  as  a member  of  Eureka 
Lodge  No.  83,  F.  & A.  M.,  with  which  he  united 
about  thirty-three  years  ago.  and  he  also  belongs 
to  the  order  of  American  Mechanics. 

Mr.  Lockwood  vvas  married  in  the  town  of 
Monroe,  this  county,  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Durand. 
Their  only  daughter,  Lffie  Louise,  born  August 
3.  1866,  married  George  H.  Crofut,  and  died 
January  26,  189;. 


SAMUEL  MARTIN  SHIRK.  M.  D.  A mong 
, the  younger  medical  practitioners  in  Stam- 
lord.  Fairfield  county.  Conn.,  Doctor  Shirk  is  a 
well-known  figure,  and  though  he  has  been  in 
general  practice  but  a few  years  he  has  estab- 
lished himself  firmly  in  the  esteem  of  the  people, 

, and  obtained  a good  start  on  the  road  to  success 
I in  h is  chosen  profession. 

Doctor  Shirk  was  born  December  21,  1868, 
in  New  Holland,  Lancaster  Co.,  Penn.,  in  which 
county  the  Shirk  family  has  resided  since  1733. 
His  father,  Samuel  W.  Shirk,  has  been  a lifelong 
farmer  there,  and  our  subject  was  reared  at  the 
place  of  his  birth,  attending  in  his  boyhood  the 
public  schools  of  the  vicinity.  He  supplemented 
his  primary  education  with  a course  at  the  Mil- 
lersville  (Penn.)  Normal  School,  after  which  he 
taught  for  several  years  in  Lancaster  county. 
While  engaged  in  teaching  he  commenced  prep- 
aration for  his  life  work,  studying  medicine  under 
Dr.  P.  R.  Keeler  for  some  time.  During  1 887— 
8S  he  was  a student  at  Jefierson  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and  the  two  years  follow- 
ing pursued  his  studies  with  Dr.  D.  W.  Hamer, 
of  New  Holland,  Penn.,  finally  in  1889,  enter- 
ing the  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Philadel- 
phia, from  which  he  graduated  in  1891.  He  was 
one  of  the  men  who  tied  for  first  place  in  schol- 
arship in  the  class.  He  then  took  a one-year's  hos- 
pital course  in  the  Pittsburg  Homeopathic  Medi- 
. cal  and  Surgical  Hospital,  and  in  January,  1892, 
he  went  abroad  with  a Pittsburg  gentleman,  as 
attending  physician.  For  two  and  one-half  years 
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after  this  he  had  charge  of  a private  patient, 
traveling  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  and  it 
was  not  until  the  latter  part  of  1895  that  he 
opened  an  office  for  general  practice,  settling  in 
Stamford,  where  be  has  since  been  engaged  in 
the  duties  of  his  profession.  Doctor  Shirk’s 
ability  as  a master  of  the  “healing  art”  has  of 
course  been  the  necessary  factor  in  his  success, 
and  it  has  been  most  happily  combined  with  his 
genial  and  cheerful  disposition,  which  has  been 
the  means  also  of  winning  for  him  many  friends, 
in  both  professional  and  private  life.  The  Doc- 
tor was  married  in  September,  1 S96,  at  Saratoga, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Grace  A.  Thompson,  of  Saratoga 
county. 

CL.  WRIGHT,  a well-to-do  and  prosperous 
farmer  of  North  Greenwich  District,  Fair- 
field  county,  is  a native  of  Westchester  county, 
N.  Y.,  born  in  New  Castle  township,  July  28, 
1857,  and  is  a son  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth 
(Hunt)  Wright.  The  family  is  of  Scotch  extrac- 
tion. Gur  subject's  paternal  grandfather  was 
John  Wright,  who  in  early  life  owned  a stable 
of  cows  on  Murray  Hill,  New  York,  and  engaged 
in  peddling  milk  in  the  city.  Later  he  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming. 

At  an  early  age  Charles  Wright,  our  subject’s 
father,  became  familiar  with  the  milk  business, 
which  he  followed  to  a great  extent  throughout 
his  active  business  life.  For  seven  years  he  was 
also  on  the  water  as  a sailor  on  a packet  boat 
trading  between  New  York  and  South  American 
ports.  After  quitting  the  sea  he  engaged  in  haul- 
ing milk  to  points  along  the  Harlem  railroad,  and 
in  this  business  gradually  accumulated  enough 
capital  to  purchase  a farm  at  Mt.  Kisko,  N.  Y., 
where  he  lived  for  eight  years.  In  1868  he  pur- 
chased the  Alva  Mead  farm  in  North  Greenwich, 
Fairfield  Co..  Conn.,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  188S.  A short 
time  after  coming  here  he  again  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  milk  business,  and  later  engaged  in 
freighting  along  the  Harlem  railroad.  Although 
he  started  in  life  for  himself  poor,  he  succeeded 
in  accumulating  a comfortable  property,  as  he 
was  industrious,  economical,  and  possessed  of 
good  business  ability  He  married  Elizabeth 
Hunt,  a native  of  Chappaqua,  N.  Y.,  daughter 
of  Lewis  Hunt,  a farmer,  and  of  the  children 
born  to  them  our  subject  is  the  eldest;  Effmgton 
is  superintendent  of  a large  stable  on  Water 
street,  New  York  City;  Lottie  is  the  wife  of  Elli- 
ott Smith,  of  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. ; and  Luessa,  a 
teacher  in  the  schools  of  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y. 
The  parents  now  rest  side  by  side  in  the  ceme- 


tery at  Chappaqua,  N.  Y.  The  father  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  by  birthright  was  a 
member  of  the  Friends  Church. 

The  primary  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained in  the  schools  of  his  native  district,  and 
later  he  became  a student  in  the  Quaker  Ridge 
Academy,  when  Samuel  Peck  was  principal,  com- 
pleting his  literary  training  by  a one-term's  at- 
tendance at  the  Chappaqua  Boarding  School. 
When  his  school  days  were  over  he  returned 
home  and  worked  for  his  father  until  1879,  when 
he  married  Miss  Carrie  H.  Tripp,  who  was  bom 
on  King  Street,  a daughter  of  Samuel  H.  and 
Elizabeth  Matthews.  For  one  year  after  his 
marriage  he  rented  and  operated  the  Oliver  Mat- 
thews farm  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
then  leased  a farm  near  ••  Crystal  Springs  Hotel" 
j on  King  Street,  for  eight  years.  As  his  father 
I was  in  poor  health,  be  returned  homeint88j, 
1 and  after  his  father's  death,  when  the  farm  was 
sold  at  a public  sale,  he  bought  it.  It  consist' 
of  ninety-five  acres  of  excellent  and  well-im- 
proved land  in  North  Greenwich.  Formerly  Mr. 
Wright  was  interested  in  dairying,  and  also  lor 
some  time  was  engaged  in  the  freighting  business 
along  the  Harlem  railroad,  but  of  recent  years 
he  has  given  his  entire  attention  to  general  farm- 
ing. 

Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wright,  the  elder  of  whom,  Elizabeth,  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years;  Edna  is  at  home.  Our 
subject  is  purely  non-partisan  in  politics,  voting 
for  the  best  men  and  issues  according  to  his 
judgment.  By  birthright  he  is  a member  of  the 
Friends  Church,  with  which  his  wife  is  also  con- 
nected. His  success  has  been  the  result  of  hon- 
est, persistent  effort  in  the  lineof  honorable  and 
manly  dealing.  His  aims  have  always  been  to 
attain  the  best,  and  he  has  carried  forward  to 
successful  completion  whatever  he  has  under- 
taken. He  is  well  known,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  best  citizens  of  North  Greenwich. 


S\AMUEL  A.  MOSH1ER  has  been  connected 
'!  with  the  retail  grocery  business  in  Green- 
wich for  over  a quarter  of  a century,  during 
which  time  he  has  become  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful in  his  line  in  Fairfield  county.  He  is a 
native  of  the  township,  born  September  8,  185? 
James  Moshier,  the  father  of  Samuel  A.. 
| was  born  in  1809,  on  Chestnut  Ridge,  in  West- 
chester county,  N.  Y.,  of  New  England  extrac- 
tion. His  father  being  a farmer,  he  was  reared 
to  agricultural  life  in  his  native  county,  nn 
thence  in  early  manhood  he  came  to  Green- 
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wich  township,  where  be  married  Miss  Lois 
Timpany.  who  was  born  in  1S14  in  Mianus, 
Fairfield  county,  daughter  of  John  Timpany. 
Mr.  Moshier  was  a lifelong  farmer,  and  at  the 
tune  of  his  death  had  acquired  a nice  property 
situated  three  miles  north  of  Mianus.  which  he 
purchased  in  if' 50.  At  that  time  the  land  was 
new,  and  he  did  all  the  clearing,  made  numer- 
ous impro\ ernents,  erected  buildings,  and  at- 
tended to  all  the  other  details  of  converting  it 
into  a valuable  property  which  yielded  him  a 
pood  income.  He  and  his  faithful  wife  worked 
and  managed  together,  for  they  had  only  their 
own  savings  to  build  on,  and  it  took  \vars  of 
constant  industry  to  make  the  comfortable  home 
which  thc\  had.  Their  family  consisted  of  nine 
children,  vi?.:  Edgar,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fount  en  ytars;  Sarah  A.  (Mrs.  Henry  Olmstcad, 
of  M anus  ; Mary  A.  (Mrs.  B.  1.  Buxton,  liv- 
ing at  Fungal!,  Fairfield  county);  Sylvester,  who 
ditj  w.ung,  Jane  (Mrs.  Fli  Timpany.  of  Stam- 
fordi;  Leander.  who  joined  Company  I,  10th 
C onn.  Y.  1..  for  service  in  tfie  Civil  war,  died 
in  New  Orleans  in  1863,  and  is  buried  at 
On  1 nuich;  Samuel  A.  and  F.  1’.,  who  now  own 
the  old  homestead  farm;  and  John  T..  of  North 
Miai-.us  Mr.  Moshier  was  tall  and  slender  in 
build,  weighing  ordinarily  about  150  pounds. 
He  died  January  24.  l .v 7 7 . after  an  illness  of 
ow  r a w ar,  and  was  laid  to  re't  in  the  Union 
cemetery,  where  his  wile  is  also  buried;  she 
survived  until  February  3,  lSow  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Moshier 
was  a firm  believer  in  t lie  principles  of  the 
Htuia  crntic  party,  though  in  voting  he  usually 
foil,  wed  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment. 

Samuel  A.  Moshier  was  given  such  education 
a?  the  district  schools  of  the  day  afforded,  ac- 
quired, as  was  usually  the  case  with  larmer  boys, 
during  the  winter  season  when  his  services  could 
be  dispensed  with  at  home.  He  was  only  a 
youth  when  he  commenced  to  work  for  other 
lartmrs.  and  received  at  first  but  seven  dollars 
a month  lor  his  services,  bv  the  time  he  was  six- 
teen c ormr.anding  ten  dollars.  In  the  winter  he 
worked  lor  his  board  and  attended  school,  being 
industrious  and  anxious  to  improve  every  oppor- 
tunity 10  gain  knowledge.  He  continued  to 
work  as  a farm  laborer  until  be  was  twenty  years 
ot  age.  when  he  came  to  Greenwich  and  entered 
the  grocery  establishment  of  Wright  & Webb, 
where  he  acquired  his  first  experience  in  mer- 
chandising. With  this  firm  he  remained  four 
years,  and  for  the  following  three  years  was  with 
their  successors,  Wright  & Brush.  Mr.  Moshier 
realized  that  his  business  success  depended  on 
his  own  exertions,  and  during  the  seven  years  of 


his  clerkship  he  had  exercised  all  the  economy 
and  thrift  in  his  nature,  and  saved  every  dollar 
he  could  in  the  hope  of  being  some  day  able  to 
branch  out  on  his  own  account.  In  partnership 

1 with  a fellow  clerk,  Lorenzo  Slocum,  he  bought 

| the  grocery  store  of  R.  Minor,  which  they  con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  Slocum  & Moshier 
for  iour  years.  During  two  years  of  that  time 
they  carried  on  business  on  a strictly  cash  basis, 
and  made  a success  of  the  system,  which  they 
were  the  first  in  their  line  to  introduce  into 
Greenwich. 

At  the  end  of  four  years  Mr.  Moshier  with- 
drew from  the  business,  and  shortly  afterward 
became  a member  of  another  firm,  Moshier  & 
Mead,  dealing  in  the  same  line.  Four  years  later, 
in  1 886,  he  be  came  sole  proprietor  of  their  inter- 
ests. and  he  has  since  been  in  business  alone, 
commanding  an  extensive  patronage  in  and 
around  (menwich.  Enterprising  and  wide- 
awake in  business  matters,  courteous  and  oblig- 
ing to  customers,  and  strictly  honorable  in  all 
his  dealings,  his  success  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
and  it  is  the  general  opinion  of  all  who  come  in 
contact  with  him  that  he  well  deserves  the  re- 
ward his  eftorts  have  brought  him.  As  a citizen 
he  commands  equal  respect,  and  Greenwich  af- 
forded no  l etter  examble  of  the  self-made  man 
who.  while  pushing  his  own  way  to  prosperity 
and  position,  does  not  forget  his  duty  to  thecom- 
munity  he  lives  in,  and  does  all  in  his  power  to 
further  its  general  welfare  and  progress.  He 
owns  the  building  in  which  his  store  is  located, 
also  a comfortable  home  in  the  village,  which  he 
built. 

1 Mr.  Moshier’s  first  wife  was  Miss  Jennie  H. 
Scott,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  who  died  leav- 
ing no  children.  He  subsequently  married  Miss 
Lizzie  Kodermund,  who  was  born  in  Greenwich, 
the  only  child  of  Michael  Rodermund.  The 
family  removed  to  New  York  City  when  she  was 
a child,  and  there  she  lived  until  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  M •shier.  Two  children  have  blessed  their 
union:  Milo  \V.  A.  and  Irvin  R.  Mrs.  Moshier 

is  a member  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Church.  Our  subject  is  a loyal  Republican  in 
politics,  but  beyond  voting  takes  little  interest  in 
party  affairs.  For  five  years  he  had  been  a 
member  of  Company  F,  4th  Connecticut  Na- 
tional Guard,  when  that  organization  flourished 
in  Greenwich,  and  with  his  fellow  members 
visited  the  Centennial  Exposition  in  Philadelphia 
in  1876,  the  company  going  into  camp  there;  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge  from  the  militia. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  well- 
known  Amogerone  Fire  Department  at  Green- 
wich. 
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GIDEON  TOMLINSON,  chief  of  police  of  the 
_ f borough  of  Shelton,  is  an  able  and  popular 
official,  and  the  people  of  the  town,  irrespective 
of  party  ties,  unite  in  commendation  of  his  faith- 
ful and  efficient  service. 

Mr.  Tomlinson's  family  has  been  identified 
with  this  State  for  several  generations,  his  grand- 
father, Huntington  Tomlinson,  having  resided 
upon -a  farm  near  Stratford.  Gideon  M.  Tom- 
linson, the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at 
Stratford  in  1819,  and  followed  farming  there 
throughout  life.  He  died  in  1S83.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a Republican,  and  took  an  intelligent 
interest  in  all  that  affected  the  welfare  of  the 
community,  being  especially  active  in  religious 
work  as  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
He  married  Miss  Abigail  Welles,  a native  of  the 
town  of  Monroe,  and  a daughter  of  Gideon  and 
Lvdia  Welles,  well-known  citizens  of  the  town. 
She  is  yet  living.  They  had  seven  children, 
viz.:  Sarah,  married  to  William  E.  Wheeler, 

of  Stratford,  who  was  drowned:  Rebecca,  who 
married  (first)  Charles  Burrett,  a machinist  at 
Huntington,  who  was  killed  by  accident,  and 
(second)  wedded  William  Wilkinson,  who  resides 
in  Huntington  and  is  engaged  in  business  in  New 
York  City:  George  H.,  a farmer  at  the  old  home- 
stead near  Stratford;  Eliza  M.,  wife  of  Alfred  B. 
Fgirchild,  formerly  of  Trumbull  and  now  a resi- 
dent of  Bridgeport;  Gideon,  our  subject;  William 
W.,  an  electrician  in  New  York  City:  and  Jabez 
H..  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  was  born  February  3,  1852, 
in  Stratford,  and  during  the  first  fifteen  years  of 
his  career  he  had  the  advantage  of  the  whole- 
some surroundings  of  farm  life.  After  complet- 
ing the  course  of  study  offered  in  the  public 
schools  he  attended  the  Connecticut  Literary 
Institute,  in  Suffield,  Conn.,  for  three  years. 
About  1872  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business  at 
Stratford,  and  in  1883'  he  removed  to  Shelton, 
where  he  continued  the  same  line  ol  trade  in  a 
meat  market  on  Howe  avenue  for  three  years,  in 
partnership  with  his  brother,  William  W.  Later 
he  took  a position  on  the  police  force,  and  his 
ability  soon  brought  him  promotion  to  his  pres- 
ent responsible  position.  He  also  holds  the  office 
of  town  constable  and  clerk  of  the  Probate  Court, 
and  while  in  Stratford  he  served  five  years  as 
street  commissioner.  Politically,  he  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  workers  in  the  local  organization. 

On  February  3,  1873,  Mr.  Tomlinson  married 
Miss  Idwella  I.  Nichols,  daughter  of  Lucius  C. 
and  josephine  E.  (Curtis)  Nichols,  highly  es- 
teemed residents  of  the  town  of  Trumbull.  Four 
children  have  blessed  this  union:  Josephine  E. 


(married  Wm.  H.  Lyon,  of  Ansonia,  Conn.);  and 
Charles  H.,  Jessie  M.  and  Lucius  N.,  all  at  home. 
The  family  is  prominent  socially,  and  while  re- 
siding in  Stratford  Mr.  Tomlinson  united  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


TOjATRICK  CARROLL,  one  of  the  industrious, 
IT  thrifty  farmers  of  Fairfield  township,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.,  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born 
March  17,  1849.  in  County  Westmeath,  a son  ol 
Thomas  and  Ann  (Dunn)  Carroll.  The  parents 
came  to  the  United  States  in  about  1850,  settling 
in  Fairfield,  Conn.,  where  they  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days,  Mr.  Carroll  working  on  the 
railroad  for  many  years.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-seven,  and  the  mother  lived  to  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-three,  dying  in  March,  1897,  at  the 
home  of  her  son  Patrick,  who  had  supported  her 
ever  since  the  father's  death.  There  were  four 
children  in  the  lamily  who  lived  to  adult  age: 
Christiana  (Mrs.  William  McCullough),  Patrick, 
Mary  A.  (who  is  the  widow  of  John  Ellwell),  and 
John  (of  Fairfield). 

Patrick  Carroll  remained  in  Ireland  for  about 
a year  after  his  parents  came  to  this  country,  liv- 
ing with  his  uncle,  Richard  Dunn,  who  brought 
him  across  the  ocean  when  he  was  two  and  one- 
half  years  old.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Fairfield  county,  and  here  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools,  which  he  attended  during 
the  summer  time  only,  and  as  he  was  not  over- 
fond  of  study  he  commenced  work  at  the  early 
age  of  ten  years,  working  principally  as  a farm 
hand,  though  he  was  always  handy  with  tools 
and  able  to  do  various  kinds  of  work.  He  al- 
ways lived  at  home,  and  after  his  father's  decease 
he  proved  a most  affectionate  son,  giving  his 
mother  a home  and  assisting  her  in  every  way 
for  the  remainder  of  her  days.  In  partnership 
with  his  uncle,  Michael  Dunn,  Mr.  Carroll  finally 
invested  in  land  in  Fairfield  township,  located  in 
Bloch  Lane,  and  when  they  divided  the  tract 
the  portion  which  fell  to  our  subject  was 
unimproved  with  buildings  of  any  kind,  present- 
ing a decidedly  different  appearance  to  what  it 
does  at  the  ptesent  day.  Mr.  Carroll  now  has 
between  twenty-five  and  thirty  acres  of  well-im- 
proved land,  with  good  substantial  buildings,  all 
erected  by  him,  and,  although  he  was  obliged  to 
go  in  debt  to  a great  extent  for  this  property,  he 
has,  by  industry  and  economy,  managed  to  clear 
it  of  all  incumbrances,  and,  in  addition  to  his 
home  on  the  farm,  he  owns  another  in  South- 
port.  Mr.  Carroll  has  acquired  all  his  property 
by  his  own  exertions,  for  he  commenced  life  a 
poor  boy,  but  he  has  reaped  the  reward  which 
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always  follows  earnest,  steady  effort,  and  he 
now  enjoys  a comfortable  competence.  He  is 
respected  by  all  who  know  him  as  a straightfor- 
ward, honest  rnan  and  a good  citizen  in  every 
way.  and  he  is  a friend  of  progress  in  every  line, 
especially  that  of  public  education 

On  April  25.  1886,  Mr.  C arroll  was  married 
to  Miss  Bridget  Sharkey,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 13.  1 S 5 S . in  County  Leitrim,  Ireland,  came 
to  the  United  States  when  nineteen  years  of  age, 
and  lived  in  New  York  City  for  some  w ars  prev- 
ious to  her  marriage.  Six  children  have  been 
born  to  this  marriage,  namely.  Thomas  J., 
Mary  J..  Anna  L..  Patrick.  Jr.,  C ath<  tine  1 who 
died  in  infancy)  and  Fratu  is  M The  family 
worship  at  St.  Thomas' Catholic  Church,  in  Fair- 
field.  of  which  Mr.  Carroll  has  been  a prominent 
member  lor  years  ; he  is  at  present  serving  as 
trustee  of  the  Church,  and  he  has  held  various 
other  ( trees  with  his  customary  faithfulness  and 
attention  to  duty.  He  is  a Democrat  in  political 
sympathy,  though  in  local  affairs  he  is  non-parti- 
san. supporting  the  best  man,  regardless  of  poli- 
tics. 


WILLIAM  F.  ACTON.  D D.  S.of  Nor- 
walk, holds  a leading  pia<  e among  the 
abie  and  enterprising  buMiit  s*-  men  of  that  city. 
Alter  winning  a creditable  reputation  in  his 
cm  Hti  profession  of  dentistry,  he  was  compelled 
to  abandon  it  on  account  of  failing  eyesight,  but 
he  quickly  made  his  mark  in  business  circles,  and 
at  present  is  the  secretary,  trea-uier.  and  general 
manager  of  the  Norwalk  Street  Railroad  Com- 
pany 

In  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines  Doctor 
Acton  is  of  English  distent  John  \V.  Acton, 
his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Lngland,  whence 
iit  came  to  America  in  early  manhood  and  set- 
tied  in  New  York  City,  where  he  engaged  in 
business  as  a manufacturer  of  and  dealer  in 
sin  <s.  Among  his  children  was  a son.  Thomas 
C.  Acton,  who  was  for  many  w ars  a prominent 
citizen  of  New  York,  and  superintendent  of  the 
Imted  States  Assay  Oft-.re  then.  For  four  years 
ne  was  acsistant  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
connected  with  the  sub-tn amry  at  New  York, 
arid  he  has  been  for  many  wars  regarded  as  one 
of  the  shrewdest  and  most  suw  essful  financiers 
of  the  center  of  monetary  interests  He  helped 
to  organize  the  Fiank  of  New  Amsterdam,  of 
which  he  was  the  first  pp-shfent,  and  since  his 
tetiiement  from  that  position  he  has  held  the 
( hire  of  director.  He  lias  aiwavs  been  a leading 
worker  in  municipal  affairs,  and  at  the  time  of 
the  great  riots  in  New  York  he  ser\ed  as  acting 


. superintendent  of  police.  On  one  occasion  he 
was  tendered  the  nomination  for  the  office  of 
mayor,  hut  this  and  other  propositions  to  be- 
1 come  a candidate  at  the  polls  on  his  party  ticket 
have  been  declined. 

Charles  A.  Acton,  our  subject's  father,  was 
horn  and  reared  in  the  metropolis,  and  after 
, rereivmg  an  excellent  education  at  the  University 
of  New  York  City  he  engaged  in  teaching.  Later 
I he  followed  various  occupations,  and  for  some 
I time  he  was  connected  with  the  United  States 
mail  service,  operating  different  routes  in  New 
| Jersey,  and  afterward  he  entered  the  United 
States  internal  revenue  service  as  inspector  of 

■ tobacco  and  other  goods  subject  to  export  duty, 
his  jurisdiction  extending  to  all  the  ports  of  New 

1 York  State,  During  his  term  in  this  position  he 
was  directly  under  the  commissioner  at  Wash- 
ington. Jn  politics  he  was  a stanch  Republican, 
and  in  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian. 

, He  died  January  1,  1898.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Ellen  Vaughan,  was  horn  in 
1 New  York  City,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Henry  and 
Ellen  fYakay)  Vaughan.  The  Vaughan  family, 

I since  coming  to  this  country,  has  been  identified 
with  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mrs.  Acton  was 
, an  active  member  until  her  death,  which  occurred 
July  23.  189;.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of 
I three  children,  the  others  being  Charles  H.,  a 
resident  of  Norwalk,  and  Edward  M.,  formerly 
, a druggist  at  Ttickahoe,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six. 

Dr.  W.  F~.  Acton  was  born  April  3,  1867,  at 
1 Boonton,  N.  J.,  whence  when  he  was  about 
1 eighteen  months  old  his  parents  removed  to  New 
1 York  City,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
1 attended  various  schools,  mostly  private,  and 
i took  a complete  course  in  Packard  s Business 
I College,  graduating  in  1884.  Later  he  entered 
the  New  York  College  of  Dentistry,  to  prepare 
1 (or  lus  profession,  but  although  he  was  qualified 
to  graduate  in  1886  he  was  not  given  a diploma 
1 until  1 888  on  account  of  his  youth,  and  at  the 
; time  of  his  graduation  he  was  the  youngest  man 
. ever  sent  out  by  the  institution.  On  receiving 
tire  coveted  diploma  he  immediately  ojiened  a 
dental  office  at  Norwalk,  where  he  succeeded  in 
building  up  a very  fine  practice  ; hut  the  work 
proved  injurious  to  his  eyes,  and  after  five  years 
he  gave  it  up.  He  then  took  a vacation,  and  on 
returning  to  Norwalk  with  his  health  greatly  im- 
proved he  became  secretary  and  manager  of  the 
Norwalk  Horse  Railroad  Company.  In  1894 
; th  e name  of  the  corporation  was  changed  bv 
order  of  court  to  the  Norwalk  Street  Railroad 

■ Company,  and  he  has  since  acted  as  secretary, 
treasurer  and  manager  of  same.  He  is  a mem- 
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ber  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  his  sound  judg- 
ment is  appreciated  in  business  circles.  He  is 
prominent  socially  as  a member  of  the  Masonic 
and  other  fraternities,  including  the  Norwalk 
Club,  of  which  he  is  president,  and  the  Tennis 
Club,  in  which  he  formerly  held  the  same  posi- 
tion ; he  also  belongs  to  the  Connecticut  State 
Dental  Society.  Politically,  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Republican  party.  The  Doctor  is  unmarried. 


EtDWARD  McCALL.  This  well-known  resi- 
'/  dent  of  Bridgeport,  who  is  now  living  in  re- 
tirement after  a life  of  industry,  is  held  in  high 
esteem  among  his  acquaintances,  and  the  enter- 
prise and  business  ability  shown  in  his  successful 
struggle  with  adverse  circumstances  deserves  a 
lasting  record. 

The  McCall  family  is  of  Irish  origin,  and  the 
home  of  our  subject's  ancestors  has  been  located 
for  many  generations  in  County  Monaghan,  Ire- 
land. Thomas  McCall,  our  subject's  father,  who 
was  a farmer  in  that  county,  married  Miss  Jane 
Smith,  and  had  nine  children,  as  follows:  John 
(who  died  in  infancy),  Owen,  Patrick,  Margaret, 
Bridget,  Jane,  John  (2),  Edward  and  Thomas. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  1833  at  the  old  home 
in  County  Monaghan,  and  was  educated  in  the 
national  schools  at  that  place.  On  leaving 
school  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  spent  a year  at 
home,  but  in  1852  he  came  to  America,  landing 
in  New  York  City  in  May  of  that  year.  Being 
familiar  with  agricultural  work,  he  soon  found 
employment  on  a farm  near  Monroe,  Conn., 
where  he  remained  about  a year,  and  he  then 
went  to  Bridgeport  and  worked  two  years  upon  a 
farm  at  ten  dollars  per  month.  His  next  situa- 
tion was  at  Black  Rock,  where  he  spent  eight 
months  in  farm  labor,  but  on  drawing  his  pay  for 
that  time  he  decided  to  seek  better  opportunities 
in  the  West.  Going  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  therefore, 
he  was  employed  for  two  years  in  the  hardware 
store  of  McKibbon  & Co.,  and  then  he  purchased 
a horse  and  wagon  with  which  he  engaged  in  a 
trucking  business.  This  be  continued  for  three 
vears.  meeting  with  gratifying  success,  and  his 
savings  enabled  him  to  purchase  a farm  fourteen 
miles  from  the  city.  After  residing  at  the  farm 
for  three  years  be  returned  to  Detroit,  but  soon 
afterward  he  wisely  concluded  that  this  section 
afforded  greater  advantages  than  he  had  found  in 
the  West,  so,  coming  back  to  Bridgeport,  he  lo- 
cated here  permanently.  For  a time  he  worked 
at  various  callings  as  opportunity  permitted,  and 
jt  was  nearly  a year  after  his  return  before  he 
secured  steady  employment  as  driver  of  a milk 
wagon  for  a Mr.  Hough,  with  whom  he  remained 


about  three  years.  He  then  took  a lease  of  the 
Bailey  farm,  where  the  Sea  Side  Park  is  now  lo- 
cated. Twelve  years  later  the  farm  was  pur- 
chased by  George  Mallory,  P.  T.  Barnum  and 
Nathaniel  Wheeler,  who  were  then  associated  in 
extensive  real-estate  transactions,  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Call was  employed  by  Mr.  Mallory  to  attend  to 
certain  details  of  the  work  of  the  park.  For 
about  four  years  he  had  charge  of  the  mowing, 
the  machine  being  drawn  by  a horse,  and  about 
1 887  he  retired  from  active  work.  During  his 
business  career  he  managed  to  accumulate  a fine 
competence,  his  real-estate  holdings  in  Bridge- 
port being  worth  from  $25,000  to  $30,000.  This 
includes  his  comfortable  residence  at  No.  i?6 
Railroad  avenue,  three  double  houses  on  Myrtle 
avenue,  and  a store  at  the  corner  of  Myrtle  and 
Railroad  avenues.  For  several  years  Mr.  Mc- 
Call served  as  a special  policeman  at  Bridgeport, 
and  he  has  always  taken  a keen  interest  in  local 
affairs.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  and 
his  family  are  prominently  identified  with  the 
Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  (Roman  Catholic), 
in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  first  trustee. 

Mr.  McCall  has  been  twice  married,  first  to 
Miss  Julia  Monaghan,  who  died  in  1877,  and  in 
1880  he  formed  a second  matrimonial  union, 
this  time  with  Miss  Annie  Gavnor,  of  Bridgeport, 
who  died  August  3,  1898.  He  has  had  three 
children  (all  by  the  first  marriage),  two  of  whom 
are  living:  Thomas,  who  is  married  and  has 

two  children  (he  is  employed  as  engineer  on  a 
ferry  boat  plying  between  New  York  and  Staten 
Island/,  and  Mary  Ann,  who  married  Friendship 
Cole,  and  has  five  children — Lillie,  Willie,  Eddie, 
Charles  and  Annie.  The  family  reside  in  one  of 
our  subject’s  houses.  Mr.  McCall  has  been  a 
hard  worker,  is  a man  of  good  judgment,  and 
commands  the  respect  of  the  community. 


JrAMES  CHASE  LEACH  is  a prosperous agn- 
; culturist  residing  in  Pembroke  District,  town 
of  Danbury,  his  farm,  though  small,  being 
well-managed  and  maintained  in  a fine  state  of 
cultivation. 

Mr.  Leach  comes  of  good  New  England  stock, 
and  his  grandparents,  Amos  and  Helen  (Pepper) 
Leach,  were  both  born  in  Vermont,  the  former 
on  September  25,  1776,  and  the  latter  on  July  6. 
1 760.  Their  son  Jacob,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Vermont  January  9,  1801,  and  died  » 
1863.  He  was  an  excellent  mechanic,  and  lor 
many  years  was  engaged  in  business  at  New  Fair- 

field.  Conn.,  as  a millwright,  blacksmith  and  car- 
penter, acquiring  through  his  industry  a valuable 
property,  including  a house,  a gristmill,  a saW‘ 
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mill  and  a rider-mill.  He  married  Miss  Lavina 
Chase,  who  was  horn  April  15,  1801,  and  died  in 
1874.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  hve  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Elia],  Lorinda.  William 
ISannett.  and  Daniel  Pepper. 

Mr.  Leach,  our  subject,  was  born  July  26, 
1840.  at  the  old  home  in  the  town  of  New  Fair- 
field.  and  fie  received  his  early  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  that  locality.  At  eighteen  he 
began  to  work  for  his  father,  and  so  continued 
until  he  reached  the  ape  ol  twenty-two  when  he 
engaged  in  farming  For  some  time  he  rented 
difierent  farms,  but  in  1876  lie  came  into  pos- 
sesi-.cn  of  his  present  place,  which  was  known  as 
the  old  Frost  homestead.  In  iSbofie  married 
Mis®  Harriet  Matilda  Frost,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Angeiine  (Stevens)  Frost,  and  granddaughter 
of  Stej  hen  Frost.  On  the  maternal  side  her 
grand)  aicnts  were  Z adoc  and  1’hcibe  (White) 
St t veils.  Mr.  Leach  raises  gt  ru  ral  crops,  includ- 
ing corn  and  potatoes,  and  for  several  years  he 
was  engaged  in  tobacco  growing.  The  farm  con- 
tains about  sixty  acres,  and  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  lands  of  Aaron  Maliett.  on  the  east 
by  tiit  Neve  rsink  Swamp,  on  the  south  by  the 
lands  of  Aaron  Maliett,  and  on  the  west  by 
tfie  highway  running  from  Danbury  to  New 
Fairfield,  commonly  called  the  lnar  Mountain 
road. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leach  have  had  five  children: 


a native  of  Wilton.  Our  subject  is  the  youngest 
in  their  family  of  seven  children,  the  others  be- 
ing Mary  E..  wife  of  Frank  Nash,  of  Danbury, 
this  county;  Miss  Anna  A.,  who  resides  in  Wil- 
ton; Helen  (deceased),  formerly  the  wife  of  Theo- 
dore Gofi;  Miss  Josephine,  who  is  at  home: 
George  (deceased),  who  was  an  engineer  by  oc- 
cupation; and  Emma,  wife  of  James  Hanford, 
of  Wilton. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  11,  1854. 
at  the  old  home  in  Wilton,  where  his  boyhood 
was  spent.  He  learned  the  hatter’s  trade,  but 
after  following  it  about  seven  years  he  engaged 
in  his  present  line  of  business,  in  1882  opening 
a bottling  establishment  at  Long  Branch,  N.  J. 
In  1S87  he  removed  to  Bridgeport  and  lounded 
his  present  establishment  at  No.  40 Ogden  street, 
where  he  has  built  up  a fine  trade,  the  local  cus- 
tom being  especially  large.  In  1882  he  married 
Miss  Catherine  Sherwood,  daughter  of  Perdy  and 
Sarah  Sherwood,  of  Wilton,  and  two  children 
have  blessed  this  union:  Essie  and  Catherine. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morehouse  are  much  esteemed  so- 
cially, and  he  is  connected  with  the  Order  of 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  an  insurance  society, 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Butler  Lodge  of  S.  Norwalk, 
and  the  K.  of  P. , Joseph  Dowdell  Lodge  No.  4c, 
at  Bridgeport.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party. 


Harriet  Annette,  George  Henry,  Lewis  LeGrand, 
Cora  Belle  (who  died  in  infancy;,  and  Floyd 
James.  The  family  is  identified  with  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  in  New  Fairfield,  of  which 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leach,  Lewis  and  Fiovd  are  all 
members.  In  politics  Mr.  Leach  is  a Democrat, 
and  he  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  lo- 
cal affairs,  especially  in  those  pertaining  to  educa- 
tional advancement,  and  for  five  years  lie  served 
as  school  trustee. 


FRANK  D.  MOREHOUSE,  of  Bridgeport, 
has  won  more  than  local  reputation  as  a 
manufacturer  of  carbonated  beverages,  and  his 
celebrated  ••Berkshire"  distilled  water  has  a 
wide  sale. 

Mr.  Morehouse  is  of  Lnid^h  descent  in  the 
paternal  line,  but  his  ancestors  came  to  this  sec- 
tion at  an  earlv  day,  and  Ins  grandfather  More- 
house was  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Westport. 
FJiphalet  Morehouse,  our  subnet's  father,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Westport  and.  although  he 
harried  t lie  shoemaker's  trade  in  \outh,  became 
a farmer  there.  Later  he  removed  to  a farm  in 
Wilton,  this  county,  where  he  n<  \v  resides.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Grumrnond,  was 


\jkjf  I L L I A M SHELTON  STURGES 
jfV  was  born  May  29,  1852,  at  Southport, 
Conn.  He  is  a son  of  Henry  Sturges,  who  was 
born  in  1812  at  the  same  place,  and  he  is  a 
grandson  of  Jeremiah  Sturges,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Southport.  Jeremiah  Sturges  was  a 
shipbuilder  of  that  place,  also  carried  on  a drug 
store  and  a coal  yard.  He  owned  some  ocean- 
going ships,  having  nine  vessels  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean trade,  besides  several  in  the  coastwise 
trade  and  in  the  West  Indies  trade.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  public  spirited  men  of  his  times, 
and  a great  benefactor  to  humanity.  He  was 
largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  building  of 
the  breakwater,  himself  being  the  contractor. 
Jeremiah  Sturges  married  Maria  Shelton,  daugh- 
ter of  Philo  Shelton,  of  Bridgeport,  and  by  her 
had  children  as  follows:  Henry,  and  Henrietta, 
who  married  Henry  Perry,  a brother  of  Francis 
and  Charles  Perry.  Jeremiah  Sturges  was  prom- 
inent in  political  affairs,  and  he  was  president  of 
the  bank  for  many  years.  He  taught  naviga- 
tion to  all  the  sea  captains  of  the  State,  keeping 
what  was  substantially  a school  of  navigation. 
He  died  in  the  year  1845,  his  wife  in  1861. 

Henry  Sturges,  only  son  of  Jeremiah,  suc- 
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ceeded  to  his  father’s  business  at  Southport,  ex- 
cept to  the  presidency  of  the  bank.  Though  he 
followed  shipbuilding  only  for  a time,  yet  he  re- 
tained his  interest  in  the  marine  business  for 
some  years,  retiring  altogether  early  in  life. 
Some  time  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war  he  purchased  a farm  in  Plymouth, 
Litchfield  county,  on  which  he  lived  for  some 
ten  or  twelve  years,  and  then  he  purchased  a 
plantation  in  southwest  Georgia,  which  he  kept 
seven  years.  This  he  exchanged  for  various 
properties,  inclnding  a farm  on  the  Raritan 
river,  and  engaged  in  dairying  on  a large  scale. 
After  six  or  seven  years  thus  spent,  he  retired 
from  farming  and  dairying  and  returned  to 
Southport,  where  he  lived  the  remainder  of  his 
davs.  Though  he  was  a graduate  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege and  a licensed  lawyer,  yet  he  never  practiced 
law.  Politically,  he  was  a Republican,  and  had 
much  to  do  in  the  way  of  administrator  of 
estates,  holding  also  several  minor  offices. 

Mr.  Sturges  married  Henryetta  Baldwin, 
daughter  of  Abram  Dudley  Baldwin,  of  Green- 
field Hill.  He  and  his  wife  had  six  children, 
viz.:  ]eremiah;  Henry,  living  in  Montreal,  Can- 
ada; Henryetta  Maria,  married  to  Dr.  William 
L.  Wells;  Dr.  Abram  Baldwin  Sturges.  of  South- 
port;  Anna  B.,  married  to  John  A.  Gorham,  of 
Southport;  and  William  Shelton  Sturges.  Henry 
Sturges  died  in  1885;  his  widow  is  still  living. 

William  Shelton  Sturges  was  educated  in  the 
military  academy  at  Cheshire,  graduating  in  the 
year  1870.  After  leaving  school  he  went  to 
New  York,  where  he  learned  the  machinist’s 
trade  and  studied  drafting.  Having  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  three  years  he  went  to  the 
Norwalk  Iron  Works,  and  was  there  engaged  in 
the  drafting  room  for  three  years.  During  the  next 
vear  he  was  on  his  father  s plantation  in  the 
South,  after  which  he  turned  his  attention  to 
iarming,  having  a farm  near  Paterson,  N.  J. 
Selling  this  farm,  he  purchased  one  near 
Southport,  Conn,,  which  he  likewise  sold,  and 
then  bought  one  in  Raritan,  N.  J..  which  he  also 
sold  : then  he  went  to  work  in  the  Norwalk  Iron 
Works.  After  remaining  here  about  one  year  he 
took  a position  with  Forbes  N Curtiss,  and  went 
out  traveling  over  the  entire  country  to  introduce 
a patent,  in  which  he  was  very  successful,  and 
1 emained  w'ith  Forbes  & Curtiss  about  two  years. 
In  1883  he  inherited  a large  farm  in  Huntington 
township,  on  which  he  began  fanning,  and  he 
has  been  thus  engaged  ever  since.  He  has  also 
for  several  years  been  engaged  in  the  manu- 
lacture  of  lumber,  having  two  or  three  portable 
mills  m operation.  In  1805  he  erected  for  him- 
self a handsome  home  just  north  of  Shelton.  In 


everything  he  has  undertaken  he  has  been  suc- 
cessful, being  a man  of  ability  as  well  as  enter- 
prise. Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  and  he 
was  a member  of  St.  James’  Episcopal  Church 
some  twelve  years,  having  been  one  of  the  ves- 
trymen for  a number  of  years.  He  is  now  junior 
warden  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  of 
Shelton,  and  is  also  a member  of  King  Hiram 
Lodge  No.  12,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  the  Royal  Arca- 
num, of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  the  A.  0.  L 
A.  M.,  and  of  the  Grange  of  Huntington. 

Mr.  Sturges  was  married  to  Julia  A.  Thorp, 
daughter  of  William  A.  Thorp,  of  Mill  Plain. 
Fairfield  county,  and  has  six  children : Ruth. 
Shelton,  Thorp,  Henry,  William  Shelton  and 
Helen  Hope. 


BiENJAMIN  B.  AVERY.  There  is  probably 

i no  citizen  in  Stamford  and  the  surrounding 

country  better  known  than  this  gentleman,  who 
has  been  identified  with  the  best  intereslsol  the 
town  all  his  active  life,  as  an  able  business  man 
and  an  active  worker  for  the  progress  and  good 
of  the  community. 

Mr.  Avery  is  a native  of  Iowa,  born  in  1S49 
in  Mt.  Pleasant.  When  he  was  four  years  old 
the  family  came  east,  locating  in  New  Canaan, 
Fairfield  Co..  Conn.,  and  where  he  lived  up  to 
I the  age  of  seventeen  years,  when  he  commenced 
work  for  himself.  He  obtained  a situation  as 
clerk  in  a grocery  store  in  Bridgeport.  Conn., 
and  remained  in  that  employ  seven  months,  after 
which  he  began  work  with  Aaron  Ferris,  a builder 

j at  Greenwich,  Conn.,  under  whom  he  learned  his 

I trade,  that  of  a carpenter.  Two  years  later  he 
I returned  to  New  Canaan  where  he  lived  for 
i about  a year,  and  thence,  in  1872,  came  to 
! Stamford,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home 
i Here  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Yale  Lock 
I Company,  for  whom  he  worked  until  1882.  dur- 
: ing  which  time  (1872-82)  he  took  a contract  from 
I the  post  office  for  making  the  boxes  to  be  used  m 
1 distributing  mail.  The  following  year  (iSSjUe 
1 became  superintendent  in  the  building  depart- 
1 ment  of  the  St.  John  Wood  Working  Company. 

; retaining  that  position  until  1888.  when  betook 
1 up  contracting  and  building  on  his  own  account. 

1 making  his  headquarters  at  Stamford.  In  'j1*' 
year  mentioned  he  was  given  a contract  by  the 
1 New  Haven  Railroad  Company,  for  the  erection 
1 of  depots  at  Portchester.  Mt.  Vernon.  Rye  am. 

| Harrison,  N.  Y. , respectively,  which  marked  the 
1 opening  of  his  business  career  in  this  lint.  T ear 
] by  year  his  contracts  have  increased  in  number 
I and  importance  until  they  are  now  estima1^  u’ 
I be  worth  at  least  $60,000.  Such  success  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


961. 


indeed  out  of  the  ordinary,  but  ali  who  know  | 
Mr.  Avery  unite  in  saying  that  it  ts  merited.  . 
for  no  man  in  his  line  has  a better  repu- 
tation lor  honesty  in  his  dealings,  fidelity  to 
contracts,  or  thorough  and  reliable  work.  A 
record  of  this  kind  can  only  be  made  by  constant 
and  conscientious  care  in  the  supervision  ol  de- 
tails, and  an  earnest  desire  to  give  complete 
satisfaction  to  all;  and  Mr.  Avery's  prosperity 
has  been  the  sure  reward  attending  the  exercise 
of  such  methods  and  principles  in  his  business 
affairs.  He  has  been  no  less  prominent,  how- 
ever. in  local  and  public  matters,  to  which  he  | 
has  devoted  considerable  time  and  attention,  in  | 
spite  of  the  demands  his  private  interests  have  | 
claimed.  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a Repub-  j 
lican,  always  supj>orting  the  men  and  measures  i 
of  that  party  in  important  issues,  and  though  no  | 
politician  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  office-seeker,  i 
he  has  been  honored  by  his  party  with  election  | 
to  several  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  , 
In  1895-96-97-98  he  was  nominated  for  the 
office  of  assessor,  and  at  the  tune  of  election  re- 
ceived a larger  number  of  votes  than  any  other  1 
candidate  elected.  In  the  tear  1897  he  served  , 
as  a member  of  the  city  council,  and  was  chair-  | 
man  of  the  street  committee,  which  has  full  con-  1 
trol  of  ali  street  improvements;  in  this  incum-  1 
bency  he  has  won  special  pi  aise  and  gratitude  from 
his  fellow  citizens  for  the  gallant  fight  which  he 
has  made  on  the  question  ol  park  improvements,  1 
particularly  the  removing  of  the  old  railings  I 
around  the  parks,  which  was  accomplished  j 
chiefly  through  the  influence  and  support  which 
he  gave  to  the  enterprise.  This  is  but  one  in- 
stance, however,  of  the  interest  he  continually 
shows  in  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office  and 
promoting  the  general  welfare. 

In  1874  Mr.  Avery  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Studwell,  daughter  of  Calvin  Studwell,  of  Stam- 
ford, and  they  have  had  four  children,  viz.: 
Stewart  B.,  now  (1899)  aged  nineteen;  Leland 
R.,  thirteen;  Bertha  E.,  nine;  and  Willard  C., 
six.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Avery  is  a member  of 
Union  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  of  the  Royal  , 
Arcanum.  1 


George  philip  water  bury  was  for  a 

quarter  of  a century  one  of  the  busiest  and 
most  substantial  merchants  of  Greenwich.  , 

He  is  a great-grandson  ol  Josiah  Waterbury,  | 
and  a grandson  of  Jared  Waterbury,  who  was  l 
killed  by  the  Indians  before  the  war  of  1812.  j 
He  left  a widow  and  children,  of  whom  four  j 
grew  to  adult  age,  namely  : Samuel,  who  be- 

came a farmer,  died  in  Pound  Ridge  ; Phineas, 
ei 


a shoemaker,  died  in  New  Canaan,  Conn., 
Elmira  (Mrs.  William  Haight)  died  in  Pound 
Ridge;  Ebenezer  was  the  father  of  our  subject.. 
The  mother  married,  for  her  second  husband, 
Thomas  Potts,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety  years,  dying  at  Pound  Ridge. 

Ebenezer  Waterbury  was  born  April  7,  1805, 
in  Pound  Ridge,  and  there  he  was  reared,  dur- 
ing his  boyhood  receiving  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  the  primitive  schools  of  that  day 
afforded.  His  brothers  learned  trades,  but  he 
began  to  assist  his  step-father  on  the  farm  as 
soon  as  he  w as  able  to  be  of  any  use,  and  he 
continued  to  follow  agricultural  pursuits  all  his 
lift  When  a young  man  he  married  Caroline 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  New  York  City,  the 
daughter  of  Aaron  and  Betsy  Smith,  and  they 
commenced  housekeeping  in  Pound  Ridge,  Mr. 
Waterbury  buying  the  farm  on  which  they  made 
their  home. 

Later  he  removed  his  family  to  Long  Ridge, 
and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
dying  at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy-nine.  He 
was  small  physically,  but  he  had  excellent  judg- 
ment in  farming  matters,  was  an  energetic,  de- 
termined worker,  and  by  his  own  exertions 
became  the  owner  of  a comfortable  property 
and  acquired  a competence  for  his  declining 
years.  Mrs.  Waterbury  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  viz.:  Aaron  T.,  who  recently 

died  in  Pound  Ridge,  where  he  had  been  a suc- 
cessful farmer  ; George  P.,  of  this  sketch;  Eben- 
ezer B..  a farmer  of  Greenwich;  Sarah  E., 
widow  of  Isaac  Williams,  of  Bedford,  N.  Y. ; 
William  S.,  of  Stamford,  Conn.;  Jared  W.,  a 
farmer  of  Greenwich;  John  O.,  of  Pound  Ridge; 
Charles  P.,  of  Stamford,  and  Caroline  E.,  wife 
of  Henry  Lockwood,  of  New  Jersey.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Waterbury’s  religious  connections  were 
with  the  Congregational  Church,  and  they  were 
highly  esteemed  by  all  their  neighbors  and 
friends,  who  were  numerous  in  Greenwich  and 
vicinity. 

He  was  originally  a Whig  in  political  senti- 
ment, in  time  becoming  a member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party ; but  although  he  took  a patriotic 
inteiest  in  the  public  welfare,  he  consented  to 
hold  office  but  once,  in  later  years  steadfastly  re- 
fusing to  take  any  active  part  in  political  matters. 

George  P.  Waterbury  was  born  May  22,  1832, 
in  Pound  Ridge,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  received  his  education  in  the  district  school 
which  he  attended  until  he  was  nineteen  years 
ol  age,  receiving  his  instruction  from  Dayball's 
arithmetic,  the  English  reader  and  the  history  of 
the  United  States,  which  were  the  principal 
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books  then  considered  necessary  for  the  enlight- 
ening of  youthful  minds.  Being  a farmer’s  son, 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  work  while  at  home 
whenever  his  assistance  was  needed  on  the  pa- 
ternal farm,  and  he  also  worked  for  other  farm- 
ers, cultivating  land  on  shares,  until  he  was  j 
about  twenty-five  years  old,  continuing  mean-  I 
while  to  live  at  home.  After  his  marriage  he  l 
worked  land  belonging  to  others  until  the  spring  I 
of  1868,  when  he  came  to  Greenwich  and  spent  I 
his  first  year  learning  the  coal  and  lumber  busi-  1 
ness.  He  then  became  a partner  in  that  busi-  I 
ness  with  William  P.  Brush,  with  whom  he  1 
continued  four  years,  the  firm  being  known  as  I 
Brush  & Waterbury.  His  next  partner  in  busi-  ! 
ness  was  his  brother-in-law,  H.  Frank  June,  1 
under  the  style  of  Waterbury  & June.  This  co-  I 
partnership  lasted  until  Mr.  June's  death  in  1 
1893,  when  Mr.  Waterbury  sold  out  the  busi-  1 
ness  and  again  took  up  the  occupation  of  farm-  I 
ing.  His  farm  is  located  in  the  North  Street  I 
School  District,  and  hisresidence,  “ Stonybrook,"  ! 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  farmhouses  in  I 
Greenwich. 

Mr.  Waterbury  was  married  on  April  12, 
1859,  to  Miss  Ellen  F.  June,  and  they  have 
had  one  child,  Agnes  H.,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  Frederick  A.  Hubbard,  of  Greenwich;  she 
has  two  sons,  Carleton  Waterbury  and  Drexel 
Tenney.  Mrs.  Waterburv’s  parents  were  Henry 
and  Ann  H.  (Reynolds)  June,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a bootmaker  by  trade,  and  also 
owned  and  conducted  a small  farm.  They  had 
three  children,  Ellen  F.  being  the  only  daugh- 
ter. She  was  born  April  14.  1837,  in  Stam- 
ford, Connecticut,  and  lived  there  until  her 
marriage.  She  and  her  husband  are  devout 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  They 
are  spending  their  days  in  peaceful  enjoyment 
cf  the  fruit  of  their  early  labors,  and  of  the 
esteem  of  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  their 
acquaintance. 


CHARLES  MERW1N  SLATER,  a prosperous 
and  well-known  citizen  of  Stamford,  Fair- 
field  county,  who  is  now  living  a comparatively 
retired  life  in  that  pleasant  little  city,  is  a native 
of  this  county,  born  September  13,  1847.  The 
family  has  been  prominent  in  Port  Chester,  N. 
Y.,  and  vicinity  for  several  generations,  the 
great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject  having 
been  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  place. 
He  came  from  England. 

Dr.  James  Slater,  the  great-grandfather,  was 
horn  at  Port  Chester.  His  son  John  was  born 
at  Port  Chester,  and  was  a blacksmith  by  occu- 


pation. He  married  Polly  Snifhn,  who  was  a 
Quakeress,  and  they  had  eleven  children,  of 
whom  Charles,  the  eldest,  is  the  only  one  now 
living.  He,  too,  was  a native  of  Port  Chester, 
where  he  spent  his  early  life,  At  the  tender  age 
of  nine  years  he  was  bound  out  to  James  Griffin 
for  an  eight-years’  apprenticeship  at  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  time. 
On  his  removal  to  Connecticut,  he  first  settled  at 
the  Cove,  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  Fairfield 
county,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Stamford 
Manufacturing  Company,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained seventeen  years.  In  1845  he  took  up 
his  residence  on  the  Dann  homestead,  in  North 
Stamford,  where  he  carried  on  farming  and  com- 
menced the  manufacturing  of  barrels,  in  which 
he  had  an  extensive  business,  employing  twenty 
men.  On  March  24,  1861,  he  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  North  Stamford,  which 
he  conducted  until  1872,  at  that  time  resuming 
farming,  which  he  has  ever  since  continued.  Mr. 
Slater  has  for  the  most  part  devoted  all  his  at- 
tention to  his  personal  interests,  and  has  not 
been  particularly  active  in  public  affairs,  though 
he  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace. 

Mr.  Slater  has  been  twice  married,  the  first 
time  at  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  to  Voleria  Clawson, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children:  Charles,  Lu- 
cretia  and  Mary,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  The 
1 mother  died  in  Stamford,  and  for  his  second  wife 
he  wedded,  at  North  Stamford,  Elizabeth  F. 
Dann,  daughter  of  John  F.  Dann.  Four  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union:  Jeremiah,  deceased; 

I Charles,  who  died  in  infancy;  Charles  Merwin; 
and  Amelia  L. , who  died  in  North  Stamford. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Slater  died  at  the  old  Dann  home- 
stead, in  the  room  in  which  she  was  born.  Her 
grandfather,  Squire  Dann,  who  was  born  in  North 
Stamford,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
t serving  178  days;  his  old  musket  and  the  old 
| powder-horn  belonging  to  his  son,  John  F„  are 
l now  in  Mr.  Slater’s  possession.  He  was  known 
1 as  a strong  Congregational ist.  John  F.  Dann 
1 was  born  at  North  Stamford,  married  Elizabeth 
l Clawson,  and  had  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are 
1 now  deceased,  viz. : Louisa  A. ; Elizabeth  F. 

I (Mrs.  Slater);  Walter  S.;  Rachel  L.;  Theodore 
1 (who  died  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war);  Efim 
I L. ; Fannie  and  Angeline  O. 

Charles  M.  Slater  received  in  his  boyhood  the 
1 adv  antages  afforded  by  the  public  schools  0 
1 North  Stamford,  in  which  locality  he  was  reared. 

1 Subsequently  he  took  a course  at  the  Eastman 
I Business  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  onhts 
return  home  entering  the  store  at  North  Stant- 
1 ford  carried  on  by  his  father,  which,  on  the 
I ter’s  retirement  in  June,  1872,  our  su*JtC 
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took.  He  conducted  it  until  1 877,  when  he 
fold  out,  removing  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where 
he  took  charge  of  a general  store  for  his  un- 
cle, A.  O.  French  (Mr.  F'rench  married  An- 
peline  O.  Pann.  daughter  of  John  F\  Pann). 
After  two  \ cars'  residence  in  that  city  he  spent 
another  two  years  in  North  Stamford,  and  in 
1881  moved  to  Stamford,  with  whose  business 
life  he  has  ever  since  be*n  identified.  Kntermg 
the  establishment  of  Hovt  & Lotts,  grocers,  as 
bookkeeper,  he  remained  with  them  for  a year 
and  a half,  at  the  end  of  which  tune  he  became 
superintendent  of  William  Greenwoods  store, 
continuing  there  in  that  capacity  for  two  tears, 
until  he  became  a partner  in  the  business,  the 
firm  name  being  Greenwood  Ac  Slater.  This 
partnership  was  dissolved  in  1885,  Mr.  Slater 
retaining  the  business  at  the  old  stand.  No.  88 
Main  street,  where  he  remained  up  to  1893,  the 
year  of  his  removal  to  his  own  building  at  No. 
98  Main  street.  On  August  2,  1897,  on  account 
of  ill  health,  he  sold  out  to  E.  B.  Bartram,  of 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
not  undertaken  any  pressing  business.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  engaged  in  settling  up  the 
Maver  estate.  He  has  all  his  life  been  a busy 
man,  and  success  has  come  to  him  as  the  reward 
ol  persistent  energy  and  industry  in  his  several 
undertakings,  enabling  him  now  to  enjoy  the 
rest  he  needs. 

In  1873  Mr.  Slater  was  united  in  marriage, 
in  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  with  Miss  Fannie  B. 
Scofield,  daughter  of  George  H.  Scofield,  and 
three  children — Laura  F'lizabcth,  Edna  F.  and 
Howard  W. — have  been  born  to  them.  Laura 
E.  is  now  the  wife  of  Kev.  George  Fountain,  who 
is  a pastor  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  the  Newark  Conference,  and  they  have  one 
-child,  Merwin  Slater.  Mr.  Slater  is  in  religious 
connection  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at 
Stamford,  and  fraternally  he  united  with  Union 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M. ; Kittenhouse  Chapter,  Wash- 
ington Council.  R.  A.  M.;  also  Rippowam  Lodge. 
L O.  O.  F. ; Wascusse  Encampment;  the  Royal 
Arcanum;  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen. 


7 \ LEXANDER  TURNER,  prominent  in  the 
-Ms  political  circles  of  Danbury,  was  born 
August  2 1 , 1847,  at  Sherman,  Conn.,  the  son  of  I 
Lyman  S.  Turner  and  his  wife,  Patty  M.  Dakon. 

Stephen  Turner,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub-  1 
ject.  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and.  | 
with  the  same  intense  love  for  liberty  and  hatred 
of  oppression  that  had  induced  his  father  to  j 
shoulder  the  musket  and  endure  the  hardships  of  ! 


I a soldier's  life  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  he 
! took  his  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  American 
I anny,  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  married  a Miss 
I Eastwood,  and  they  passed  their  wedded  life  on 
I a larm  where  their  ten  children  were  born,  as 
! follows:  Alexander,  Caleb,  LymanS.  (our sub- 

: jc-ct's  father),  Henry,  Phirman,  Peter,  Bennett, 
Lydia,  Lucy  and  Jane.  The  family  were  mem- 
1 tiers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Lyman  S.  Turner,  father  of  our  subject,  grew 
I up  in  the  town  of  Pawling,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y., 

1 and  there  wedded  Patty  M.  Dakon,  a member  of 
* an  old  family  in  the  county.  After  their  mar- 
1 nage  they  removed  to  Sherman,  Fairfield  Co., 

1 Conn.,  where  Mr.  Turner  followed  farming  as  a 
1 means  of  livelihood.  The  following  is  the  record 
i of  the  seven  children  born  to  them  : Alexander 

is  our  subject;  Mary  J.  married  Harrison  Birch 
1 and  lives  in  Sherman  ; John,  George,  Peter, 

I David  and  Charles  are  all  farmers  in  Fairfield 
county.  Lyman  Turner  followed  farming  all 
I his  life  except  during  the  months  when,  following 
| in  t lie  footsteps  of  his  ancestors,  he  bravely 
1 gave  his  assistance  in  defense  of  the  Union.  He 
1 was  a member  of  Company  D,  Twenty-eighth 
1 Conn.  V.  ].,  enlisting  August  22,  1802,  and  was 
1 honorably  discharged  August  28,  1803.  His  dis- 
. charge  from  the  army  was  closely  followed  by 
I his  death,  in  December,  1863.  In  politics  he  was 
a Republican  from  the  time  the  party  was  or- 
j ganized. 

Alexander  Turner,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  passed  his  early  years  on  the  farm  in 
Sherman,  and  acquired  a good  common-school 
education  in  the  home  district.  After  complet- 
1 mg  his  literary  training  he  for  twelve  years 
1 taught  school  with  great  success  in  the  county. 

! He  then  removed  to  New  Fairfield  and  engaged 
1 in  fanning,  continuing  to  follow  agricultural 
| pursuits  until  1882,  when  he  came  to  Danbury, 

1 and  engaged  in  the  hat  business  until  October, 

I 1893.  Fie  was  then  elected  third  selectman  of 
I the  village  of  Danbury,  and  in  1895  he  was  the 
■ choice  for  first  selectman,  in  which  capacity  he 
is  now  serving.  His  father  was  a Republican, 

1 but  being  an  independent  thinker,  with  the  cour- 
1 age  of  his  convictions.  Mr.  Turner  is  an  ardent 
I Democrat,  and  takes  a very  active  part  in  the 
work  of  that  organization.  In  1882  he  repre- 
sented the  town  of  New  Fairfield  in  the  State 
Legislature,  for  three  years  was  tax  collector,  and 
lor  some  time  served  as  school  director,  and  has 
also  been  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  Third  ward 
in  Danbury. 

On  November  19,  1869,  Mr.  Turner  and 
Miss  Sarah  Durgy,  daughter  of  Miles  Durgy,  of 
Sherman,  were  united  in  marriage,  and  of  (his 
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union  one  child  has  been  born — Alexina  T. , an 
accomplished  young  lady,  who  is  at  home  with 
her  parents. 

Our  subject,  though  coming  of  a family  whose 
members  have  all  been  Methodists,  is  not  con- 
nected with  any  denomination,  but  he  gives  very 
liberally  of  his  means  to  all  charities,  and  is 
well  known  as  a friend  of  the  poor  and  afflicted. 
He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , of  the  Hat- 
ters Society,  and  the  Matternick  Hose  Company. 
He  is  one  of  the  wide-awake  men  of  the  com- 
munity, public-spirited  and  progressive,  and  j 
stands  high  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow  citizens.  j 


OSCAR  COSSUM,  the  widely  known  and  pop-  | 
I ular  photographer  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  I 
county,  is  a native  of  New  York  City,  born  Feb-  I 
ruary  24,  1 861 . | 

Charles  Cossum  and  Richard  Cossum,  the  fa-  1 
ther  and  grandfather,  respectively,  of  our  subject, 
were  both  born  in  Hastings,  County  of  Sussex, 
England,  the  former  in  the  year  of  1 826.  Grand- 
father Cossum,  who  was  the  last  of  his  name  of 
that  generation,  was  educated  in  England,  and  by 
occupation  was  a draper,  or  dry-goods  merchant. 
In  1841  he  moved  with  his  family  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Oswego  county.  New  York, 
where  he  retired  from  active  life.  In  1815  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  Foster,  and  they 
had  twelve  children,  those  yet  living  being 
Charles,  Edwin,  Fannie,  Decimus,  Elizabeth  and 
Caroline. 

Charles  Cossum,  the  eldest  of  these,  spent  his 
boyhood  days  in  Oswego  county,  N.  Y.,  and  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years  started  out  in  life  for  his 
own  account.  When  twenty-five  years  old  he 
was  employed  by  the  Hudson  River  Railroad 
Company  as  a brakeman,  from  which  position  he 
was  promoted  through  the  various  grades  to  as- 
sistant superintendent  and  trainmaster.  With 
this  road  he  has  a record  of  forty-two  years,  and 
is  still  in  the  company’s  employ,  stationed  at 
Poughkeepsie.  N.  Y.  In  1858  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  Wood,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  a daughter  of  Peter  Wood.  They  have 
four  children:  Charles  F.,  a prominent  attorney 

at  law  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ; Oscar,  the  subject 
proper  of  these  lines;  William  H.,  a missionary 
in  China;  and  Caroline. 

Oscar  Cossum  received  his  primary  education 
at  the  public  schools  of  New  York  City,  attend- 
ing same  until  twelve  years  of  age,  later  study- 
ing at  the  Poughkeepsie  high  school,  where  he 
graduated  in  1876,  being  then  but  fifteen  years 
old.  After  leaving  school  he  served  for  a time 
as  a messenger  boy  for  the  Western  Union  Tele- 


graph Company  at  Poughkeepsie,  and  then  clerked 
in  the  dry-goods  store  of  Walter  Van  Kleek, 
in  the  same  city.  In  1882  he  commenced  learn- 
ing the  business  of  photography  with  Vail  Bros., 
Poughkeepsie,  and  with  them  remained  until 
1892,  in  which  year  he  moved  to  Stamford, 
Conn.,  where  he  opened  out  a photograph  gal- 
lery, buying  out  James  H.  Kelley,  and  he  has 
since  successfully  continued  in  that  line  of  busi- 
ness there. 

Mr.  Cossum  was  married  October  20,  1886, 
at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. , to  Carrie  Rowland  Ma- 
son, daughter  of  P.  S.  and  Mary  A.  Rowland, 
and  children  as  follows  have  blessed  this  union: 
Agnes  and  Clarence.  Socially,  Mr.  Cossum  has 
identified  himself  with  various  public  institutions; 
for  some  time  he  was  captain  of  Company  C,  4*b 
Regiment,  C.  N.  G.,  and  while  a resident  of 
Poughkeepsie  he  was  a member  of  the  15th  Sep- 
arate Company.  His  sterling  integrity  and  hon- 
orable, upright  manhood  fully  entitle  him  to  the 
position  which  he  holds  in  the  estimation  of  the 
people  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 


PATRICK  CAMPBELL.  This  well-known 
__  citizen  of  Sandy  Hook  belongs  to  a race 
which  is  characterized  by  energy  in  action  and 
| sound  judgment  in  the  execution  of  plans  once 
i made,  and  in  the  following  brief  history  of  his 
I career  we  find  these  qualities  plainly  indicated. 

| His  ancestry  is  Scotch-Jrish,  and  his  birth  oc- 
l curred  in  1836,  in  County  Donegal,  Ireland. 

| where  the  family  has  resided  for  several  genera- 
| lions. 

James  Campbell,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 

I was  a farmer  in  that  locality  throughout,  his  act- 
ive life,  and  James  Campbell  (2),  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  there  in  1796,  and  attained 
to  a good  old  age,  passing  away  in  1887. 
He  was  a successful  man,  and  carried  on  an  es- 
tensive  business  as  a feed  merchant  or  miller  un- 
til about  twenty  years  before  his  death.  His 
wife,  Margaret  (Kennedy),  daughter  of  William 
Kennedy,  of  the  same  county,  died  in  1867 
They  had  seven  children,  viz.:  Mary,  deceased 
(who  was  the  wife  of  John  McCaflerty);  Patrick, 

I our  subject;  James;  John,  a resident  of  Sandy 
I Hook;  and  William,  Thomas  and  William  (2).  all 
I three  deceased. 

Mr.  Campbell  received  a good  education  in 
I the  national  schools  near  his  early  home,  con- 
I tinuing  his  studies  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
: seventeen.  On  leaving  school  he  assisted  his 
! father  for  some  time,  but  in  1 866  he  came  to 
I America,  locating  first  in  Portland,  Maine,  where 
i he  conducted  a saloon  for  about  five  years.  In 
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i8;i  he  settled  in  Sandy  Hook,  opening  a saloon  i zen  of  that  town.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig 
at  the  New  England  depot,  and  three  years  later  | and  then  a Republican,  but  a (ew  years  previous 
he  moved  his  establishment  up  to  the  village,  | to  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1871,  he  became 
where  he  has  now  occupied  the  same  stand  lor  | a believer  in  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
about  twenty-two  years.  In  1S93  he  purchased  | party.  Although  he  was  never  especially  active 
the  teed  business  formerly  conducted  by  Jerome  1 in  the  local  administration,  he  at  one  time  held 
Judson,  which  he  has  continued  with  marked  the  office  of  a«essor.  For  his  first  wife  he  mar- 
success,  making  it  the  leading  enterprise  of  the  , ried  a Miss  Howes,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
kind  in  the  village  of  Sandy  Hook.  As  a citizen  I dren:  Maryette,  Mrs.  Alonzo  Hill;  Harriette, 

he  is  public-spirited,  taking  much  interest  in  local  1 who  married  Egbert  Steadwell;  and  Charlotte, 
progress,  and  he  is  a prominent  worker  in  the  1 wile  of  Eii  Bailey.  His  second  wife,  Elizabeth 
Democratic  organization  in  his  locality,  having  | (Travis),  was  a daughter  of  Gilbert  Travis,  of 
been  chosen  to  represent  his  town  in  the  State  1 the  town  of  Southeast,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  who 
Legislature  in  180;  1 owned  all  the  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  magnetic 

In  1 S 7 9 Mr.  i ampbell  married  Miss  Mary  1 iron  mines.  Of  the  eight  children  of  this  union 
Murray,  daughter  of  Martin  Murray,  of  County  l the  eldest,  Joseph,  died  in  childhood;  David  re- 
Clare,  Ireland,  and  seven  children  have  blessed  1 sides  in  Westville,  Conn.;  Joseph  is  deceased; 
this  union,  viz.:  James;  Catherine;  Henry;  1 George,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 

Gussie  and  Margaret  (twins),  of  whom  the  latter  j low;  James,  Elbert,  Harrison  and  Rufus  are 
is  deceased;  Martin  William,  deceased;  and  Pat-  1 deceased. 

rick  William.  The  family  attend  St.  Rose  s Our  subject  spent  his  youth  in  his  native 
Catholic  Church  at  Newtown,  of  which  Mr.  county,  and  his  education  was  obtained  in  the 
Campbell  is  a leading  member.  In  1899  he  pur-  < common  schools  of  the  town  of  Southeast,  which 
chafed  the  residence  formerly  owned  by  Dr.  D.  ' he  attended  until  he  was  about  sixteen  years  old, 
P.  Richardson  ' horn  which  time  until  he  reached  his  majority 

1 he  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  and  in  the 
shop.  Becoming  quite  proficient  in  the  black- 

GEORGE  CRANE,  a highly-respected  resi-  smith’s  trade  during  this  time,  he  found  no  diffi- 
dent of  Newtown  township,  is  a man  whose  ! culty  in  securing  work  when  he  left  home  at  the 
abilities  have  been  proved  in  practical  work,  and  age  of  twenty-one.  and  for  two  years  he  was  em- 
his  farm  mar  Dodgingtown  gives  evidence  of  ployed  by  Daniel  Sunderland,  at  Lake  Mahopac. 
his  energetic  and  judicious  management.  Be-  He  then  rented  a farm  and  mill  in  the  town  of 
sides  making  a success  in  this  calling  he  has  been  Patterson  for  a year,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
for  a number  of  years  the  principal  blacksmith  time  he  went  to  Mill  Plain,  Fairfield  Co.,  where 
of  his  locality,  while  as  a citizen  he  has  always  he  spent  two  years.  ReturningtoSoutheast.be 
taken  a helpful  attitude  toward  movements  for  next  purchased  a piece  of  property  and  built  a 

public  improvement.  shop  of  his  own,  which  he  conducted  successfully 

Mr.  Crane  is  a native  of  the  Empire  State,  until  October,  1878,  when  he  sold  out  and  re- 
having been  born  at  Patterson,  Putnam  county,  moved  to  his  present  farm  near  Dodgingtown. 
July  28,  1839.  His  paternal  grandfather  caine  It  is  a fine  homestead,  containing  something  over 
from  England  with  seven  brothers  and  settled  in  one  hundred  acres,  and  its  management,  together 
the  town  of  Southeast,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  with  that  of  the  blacksmith  shop  (which  he  built 
where  he  followed  the  blacksmith's  trade  lor  soon  after  taking  possession  of  the  place),  occupy 
many  ytars,  his  shop  being  located  at  the  south  his  time  fully. 

end  of  the  Brewster  reservoir.  He  married  and  In  i860  Mr.  Crane  married  Miss  Margaret  A. 
had  six  children,  viz.:  Sally,  who  never  mar-  Warren,  daughter  of  William  Warren,  of  Carmel, 

ried;  Polly,  who  married  and  moved  to  Pennsyl-  N.  Y.,  and  three  children  have  blessed  the  union, 
vania;  Zebulon.  a blacksmith  in  the  town  of  Byron  W.  is  a hatter  in  Danbury;  Frances  E.  is 
Southeast:  Samuel,  who  died  in  Danbury;  Eiijah,  1 the  wife  of  Moses  H.  Platt,  of  the  town  of  Red- 
our  subject's  father;  and  Elisha,  who  located  in  | ding,  this  county,  and  Cenie  married  I.  W.  An- 
the  West  I drews,  of  Bethel.  Socially,  Mr.  Crane  is  identified 

Elijah  Crane,  the  father  of  oursubject.  was  born  1 with  Hiram  Lodge  No.  18,  F.  & A.  M.,of  Sandy 

in  1 800  and  in  eari  v manhood  engaged  in  the  black-  t Hook.  So  far  as  State  and  National  issues  are 
smith's  trade  and  in  farming,  in  which  occupat  ions  1 concerned  he  has  always  been  a Republican,  and 
he  met  with  marked  success.  He  owned  a farm  1 since  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abra- 
of  about  140  acres  in  the  town  of  Patterson,  Put-  1 ham  Lincoln  in  i860,  he  has  supported  every 
nam  county,  and  was  regarded  as  a leading  citi-  ! National  ticket  of  his  party.  In  local  affairs  he 
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is  independent,  voting  as  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity may  seem  to  demand.  Since  his  removal 
to  Newtown  he  has  not  been  active  in  politics,  but 
while  residing  in  Southeast  he  held  office  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace. 


TCJfrlNOTT  AUGUR.  A man  who  achieves 
JgsM  through  his  own  efforts  a substantial  suc- 
cess in  business,  at  the  same  time  gaining  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  is  worthy 
of  a prominent  place  in  such  a volume  as  this, 
and  the  following  biography  will  be  of  lasting 
interest. 

Mr.  Augur,  who  has  been  for  thirty  years  a 
leading  business  man  of  Sandy  Hook,  was  born 
in  Bridgeport,  Fairfield  county,  April  6,  1829,  and 
his  ancestors  for  several  generations  past  have 
been  identified  with  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
Isaac  Augur,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a resident  of  New  Haven,  and  his  son,  Joel, 
our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  born  in  that  city. 
Joel  Augur  married  Phila  A.  Newhall,  the  daugh- 
ter of  a Revolutionary  soldier,  and  they  had  the 
following  named  children:  Lewis,  Daniel  C. , Joel, 
George.  Wealthy  A.,  Susan  and  Elizabeth  C. 

Capt.  Daniel  C.  Augur,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  in  New  Haven  in  1807,  and  in  early  life 
learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade  at  Bridgeport,  this 
county,  where  he  resided  from  1822  to  1829.  He 
then  returned  to  New  Haven,  but  in  1838  he  re- 
moved to  Woodbridge,  New  Haven  county.  In 
1839  he  engaged  in  butchering  in  New  Haven, 
and  for  seventeen  years  followed  that  occupation 
successfully,  having  an  extensive  wholesale  and 
retail  trade.  Later  he  devoted  his  attention  to 
growing  garden  seeds  at  his  home  in  Woodbridge, 
where  his  death  occurred  October  24,  1S90.  He 
had  great  influence  in  local  affairs,  and  held  nu- 
merous offices,  including  those  of  selectman,  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  and  assessor,  which  he  filled  for 
ten  years,  while  he  was  also  a notary  public  for 
sometime.  From  1830 to  1834  he  was  a captain 
in  the  State  militia,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  the  oldest  militia  officer  in  Connecticut,  as 
well  as  the  oldest  Odd  Fellow.  He  was  mar- 
ried three  times:  First  in  1 828  to  Delia  A.  Middle- 
brook,  second  to  Caroline  E.  Clark,  and  third  to 
Miranda  Allen.  Of  the  four  children  of  his  first 
marriage  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  (2)  Amelia 
P.  died  in  infancy.  (3)  Amelia  E.  is  the  wife  of 
Judge  Henry  Stoddard,  of  New  Haven,  who 
served  for  eight  years  on  the  Bench  of  the  Su- 
perior Court  of  Connecticut.  (4)  Charles  P., 
who  occupies  the  homestead  at  Woodbridge,  mar- 
ried Isabella  Alien,  of  Westport,  this  county,  in 
1871,  and  has  had  the  following  children:  Edith 


(who  married  Charles  E.  Peck),  Erroll  (who 
married  Adeline  Peck),  Elma,  Ethel,  Eimer, 
Eunice,  Elsie  and  Edna. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Woodbridge  and  a private 
school  at  New  Haven.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
he  began  to  learn  the  printer's  trade  in  the  office 
of  the  New  Haven  Register,  where  he  remained 
about  six  years.  Desiring  to  embark  in  the 
newspaper  business,  he  came  to  Norwalk,  this 
county,  and  for  two  years  was  engaged  in  pub- 
lishing the  Fairfield  County  Republican  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Smith  & Augur,  but  as  the 
business  did  not  prove  as  congenial  as  he  had 
hoped  he  gave  it  up  and  returned  to  Woodbridge 
to  follow  farming  at  the  homestead.  In  1852  he 
engaged  in  the  grocery  and  meat  business  in  New 
Haven.  From  1857  to  1867  he  resided  upon 
the  old  homestead,  but  in  the  fall  of  the  latter 
year  he  removed  to  Sandy  Hook  and  opened  his 
present  meat  market  in  partnership  with  Philo 
Nichols,  the  firm  being  known  as  Nichols  k 
Augur.  Early  in  1869  Mr.  Augur  purchased  his 
partner’s  interest  in  the  business,  which  he  has 
since  continued  alone.  It  is  now  one  of  the  old- 
est enterprises  in  Sandy  Hook  and  the  only  mar- 
ket in  the  place. 

Notwithstanding  the  time  and  attention  re- 
quired to  make  a success  of  his  business  Mr. 
Augur  has  given  much  thought  to  local  affairs. 
At  present  he  holds  the  office  of  assessor,  and  he 
has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  grand 
juror  since  settling  at  Sandy  Hook,  while  he  also 
held  several  important  town  offices  during  his 
residence  at  Woodbridge.  He  has  always  been 

a Democrat,  but  his  sympathies  were  with  the 

Union  during  the  Rebellion.  Fraternally,  he 
belongs  to  Olive  Branch  Lodge  No.  84,  F.  & A. 
M.,  at  W’estville,  Conn.,  and  is  prominent  in  re- 
ligious work  as  a member  of  St.  John’s  Episco- 
pal Church  at  Sandy  Hook,  in  which  he  holds 
the  office  of  warden.  His  reading  has  been  ex- 
tensive, and  while  engaged  in  agricultural  work 
he  took  great  interest  in  the  scientific  questions 
connected  with  that  calling.  For  eleven  years 
he  was  secretary  of  the  Woodbridge  and  Bethany 
Agricultural  Society. 

In  1852  Mr.  Augur  married  Miss  Ruth  Eliza 
Peck,  daughter  of  Bennett  B.  Peck,  a well-known 
resident  of  Woodbridge.  No  children  have  been 
born  to  this  union. 


/GRANVILLE  TAYLOR.  A glance  over  the 
early  history  of  the  town  of  Danbury  giveS 
to  the  most  cursory  observer  an  idea  of  thc 
prominence  attained  by  the  family  of  the  name 
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of  Taylor.  In  all  the  enterprises  of  note,  from 
the  very  young  days  of  the  Connecticut  Colony, 
we  find  representatives  of  this  family  taking  an 
active  part.  Granville  Taylor,  a brief  outline  of 
whose  life  history  is  here  given,  was  born  June  28, 
1823,  a son  of  Joel  Taylor.  The  latter  lived 
many  t ears  at  Great  Flam,  and  died  in  1870.  A 
complete  account  of  the  ancestral  history  will  be 
found  elsewhere. 

Granville  Taylor  spent  his  early  days  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  and  attended  the 
district  school.  He  supplemented  his  public- 
school  education  with  study  at  the  academy  at 
Danbury  until  he  was  about  nineteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  entered  Vale  Medical  College, 
graduating  from  the  last  named  institution  in 
1847.  He  never  practiced  medicine,  but  went 
to  Illinois  and  lor  five  years  farmed  in  the  Prai- 
rie  State.  Filled  with  a longing  for  the  customs 
and  people  familiar  to  his  boyhood,  he  returned 
to  Connecticut,  locating  at  Danbury,  where  he 
followed  contracting  and  building  for  several 
years  and  also  engaged  as  a hat  manufacturer 
for  a couple  of  ye  ars.  His  inclination  to  enjoy 
a closer  contact  with  Nature  led  him  to  abandon 
his  work  in  town  and  again  take  up  agriculture  as 
his  life  occupation,  and  he  accordingly  went 
back  to  the  old  homestead  farm,  which  contains 
about  thirty-two  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land, 
where  he  has  since  remained. 

On  September  2 9,  1847,  Mr.  Taylor  married 
Miss  Helen  A.  Stevens,  of  Danbury,  a daughter 
of  Dr.  Sylvester  and  Angeline  Stevens,  and  sister 
of  Frederick  S.  Stevens,  of  Bridgeport.  To  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  have  come  three 
children,  namely:  Fmma,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  years;  G.  Kdward,  a farmer;  and  Nellie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  G.  Kdward 
married  Dora  Liach,  of  Danbury,  and  they  have 
three  children — Mona  H.,  Ernest  L.  and  Pau- 
lina S.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  in  1897. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Taylor  was  at 
one  time  identified  with  the  Greenback  party, 
but  is  now  an  independent  voter.  He  lias 
always  taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  and  has 
served  his  neighbors  in  the  capacity  of  justice  of 
the  peace.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  inter- 
ested largely  in  things  military,  and  for  a number 
of  years  was  a member  of  the  State  Militia. 
Religiously,  he  and  his  wife  are  liberal  contrib- 
utors toward  the  Congregational  Church,  and  by 
his  life  he  has  added  luster  to  the  untarnished 
family  name  he  bears.  In  whatever  capacity  he 
is  found, — as  friend,  neighbor,  business  man  or 
public  official  — he  is  ever  the  same  genial, 
courteous  gentleman;  his  clean,  honest  soul  find- 


ing the  good  in,  and  winning  the  confidence  of, 

1 all  who  come  within  the  circle  of  his  ac- 
i quaintance. 

BRADLEY  DURGY,  a prominent  agricult- 
urist of  the  town  of  New  Fairfield,  is  a rep- 
■ resentative  of  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
' families  of  that  locality. 

John  Durgy,  his  grandfather,  was  born  and 
reared  in  a small  city  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
and  was  married  there  to  Miss  Hannah  Congo, 
with  whom  he  came  to  this  country  not  long 
1 afterward.  They  settled  near  the  site  of  the 
I present  village  of  Sherman,  Fairfield  Co., 

1 toiin.,  purchasing  a farm  which  they  improved 
'•  for  a homestead.  They  had  seven  children: 

I brands,  Betsey,  John,  Andrew,  Marcus,  Ira  and 
! Joel. 

John  Durgy  (2).  our  subject’s  father,  was 
1 born  in  the  town  of  New  Fairfield,  where  he  re- 
1 ceived  his  education  in  the  schools  common  to 
rural  settlements  in  that  early  day,  and  on  leav- 
. ing  school  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  married 
I Miss  Abbie  Osborn,  by  whom  he  had  the  follow- 
• ing  named  childten.  Angeline,  wife  of  Daniel 
Monroe;  Flora,  wife  of  Dennis  Haviland;  Gran- 
1 vil,  who  married  Polly  A.  Durgy;  Phctbe,  wife 
1 Charles  Wooster;  Clara,  wile  of  Silas  Terrell; 
1 Neilson.  who  married  Lucretia  Hyatt;  Bradley, 

1 who  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  and  Han- 
i nah,  who  married  (first)  Oliver  Cromwell  and 
j (second)  William  Wildman. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  the 
1 year  1829,  at  the  old  homestead  in  the  town  of 
1 New  Fairfield,  and  has  always  been  a resident 
I of  that  neighborhood.  The  common  schools  of 
1 the  town  furnished  him  his  educational  oppor- 
1 tunities,  and  at  an  early  age  he  became  inter- 
1 ested  in  his  present  business  of  farming.  In  pol- 
I itics  he  has  been  a steadfast  Democrat,  but  he 
j has  never  sought  official  rewards  for  his  devotion 
I to  his  party.  He  married  Miss  Abbie  Conger, 

1 daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Maria  (Hubbill)  Con- 
I ger.  the  former  a w-ell-known  farmer  of  the  town 
1 of  Sherman.  To  this  union  came  one  son,  Will- 
iam H.  Durgy,  born  August  12,  1856,  who  after 
receiving  a good  common-school  education  fol- 
lowed his  father’s  example  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  which  occurred  August  27, 

' J*97- 


SAMUEL  F.  HAGER,  of  the  firm  of  Hager 
- Bros.,  contractors  and  builders  of  Danbury, 
is  a native  of  New  York  State,  born  in  i860,  the 
son  of  John  and  Cecelia  (Oberlee)  Hager.  The 
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parents  are  both  natives  of  Germany,  though  the  and  is  the  youngest  son  of  Daniel  Stiles  and 
mother  is  of  English  and  French  extraction.  Catherine  (Mallette)  Brinsmade.  He  is  a diiect 

John  Hager  and  his  wife  were  married  in  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from  Will- 
Germany,  and  in  1855  came  to  America,  where  iam  Brinsmade,  who  came  to  this  country  from 
he  labored  at  his  trade  of  millwright  at  various  England  in  1630,  locating  in  Dorchester,  Massa- 
places.  He  finally  located  on  a farm  at  West  chusetts. 

Morris.  There  were  ten  children  in  the  fam-  | John  Brinsmade,  the  eldest  son  of  William, 
ily,  namely:  John,  residing  in  Torrington,  settled  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  where,  on  May  2, 

Conn.,  where  he  follows  the  trade  of  carpenter;  1638,  he  was  made  a freeman,  and  the  same 

George,  of  the  firm  of  Hager  Bros.;  Samuel  F. , year  married  Mary  Carter.  About  1642  he  moved 
our  subject;  Carrie,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Concel-  to  the  town  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  which  at  that 
man,  outside  foreman  in  a foundry  at  Bristol,  time  comprised  within  its  limits  both  Trumbull 

Conn.;  Kate,  the  wife  of  Roland  Hull,  a machinist  and  Huntington;  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 

of  Bristol;  Rebecca,  the  wife  of  Clifford  Barnes,  John  Brinsmade  and  his  ancestors  have  main- 
a liveryman,  also  of  Bristol;  Sarah,  deceased  in  tained  a continuous  residence  within  the  limits 
infancy  ; Lewis,  a merchant  in  West  Morris,  of  the  original  town  of  Stratford  from  the  year 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  1642  to  the  present  day — a period  of  over  two 
both  deceased  in  infancy.  The  father  died  in  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

1874.  He  was  a Republican  in  his  political  Daniel  Seymour  Brinsmade,  whose  name  in- 
faith, and  was  an  active  worker  in  the  cause  of  I troduces  these  lines,  received  his  earlier  educa- 
religion,  being  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  I tion  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place  and 
as  is  also  his  widow.  in  the  Gunnery  at  Washington,  Conn.  In  186; 

Samuel  F.  Hager  lived  on  a farm  until  he  he  matriculated  in  the  Scientific  department  of 
was  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  Yale  College,  and  graduated  in  1870,  having 
to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade  at  Southington,  taken  the  Engineering  course.  Immediately 
Conn.,  and  for  six  years  followed  it  at  that  place,  thereafter  he  went  to  Huntington,  locating  in 
Then  for  five  years  he  worked  at  various  places,  that  part  now  known  as  Shelton,  and  became 
but  in  jS88,  in  connection  with  his  brother  assistant  engineer  on  the  construction  of  the 
George,  he  formed  a co-partnership,  and  Hager  dam  there  (which  is  the  largest  in  the  State), 
Bros,  have  since  won  a good  reputation  for  at  that  time  being  constructed  by  the  Ousa- 
superior  workmanship  and  honest  dealing  in  tonic  Water  Company.  In  the  fall  of  1870 
their  business  of  contracting  and  building.  he  was  made  chief  engineer  of  the  company, 

On  January  6,  1892,  Mr.  Hager  was  married  and  the  further  development  of  the  water- 
to  Julia  Procter,  of  Woodbury,  Conn.,  a daugh-  power  and  its  surroundings,  including  the  lay- 
ter  of  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth  (Terell)  Procter,  ing-out  of  the  borough  of  Shelton,  together  with 
of  Bethany,  who  were  of  English  extraction,  its  system  of  sewers  and  water  works,  have 
One  child  was  born  to  this  union,  Florence  J.,  since  been  under  his  charge.  In  1891  the  dam 
on  April  18,  1S93.  In  politics  Mr.  Hager  is  a built  by  the  Ousatonic  Water  Co.  in  1870  was 
Republican,  and  in  religious  connection  he  and  swept  away  by  an  immense  freshet  accompanied 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  by  large  quantities  of  ice,  and  upon  Mr.  Brins- 
He  is  one  of  the  substantial  young  business  men  made  devolved  the  responsibility  of  designing  and 
of  the  place  and  ranks  high  in  the  estimation  of  constructing  a new  dam,  one  containing  such 
those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  Of  features  as  would  make  it  safe  beyond  peradven- 
pleasant  adds  ess  and  undoubted  integrity,  he  has  ture,  and  capable  of  meeting  the  conditions  which 
become  a favorite  socially,  and  his  commercial  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the  original  dam. 
success  in  the  past  is  a good  guarant-y  for  the  The  efficiency  and  general  plan,  as  regards 
future.  strength  and  engineering  skill,  of  the  present 

---•  Ousatonic  dam  are  solely  due  to  Mr.  Brinsmades 

success  in  this  important  work,  and  the  wide  and 
t^,AN1EL  SEYMOUR  BRINSMADE,  civil  j enviable  reputation  that  he  enjoys  as  a hydraulic 
]Lg)  engineer  of  Shelton.  Prominent  among  the  I engineer  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 
representative  native-born  business  men  of  Fair-  The  intimate  connection  which  the  Ousatonic 

field  county  stands  the  gentleman  whose  name  Water  Company  bears  to  the  building  up  of  both 

here  appears,  and  who  is  one  of  the  most  hon-  Shelton  and  Derby  has  naturally  brought  Mr- 
ored  and  influential  citizens  of  this  region.  Brinsmade — as  vice-president  and  treasurer  ol 

Mr.  Brinsmade  was  born  February  17,  1845,  that  company— into  close  relations  with  the 
in  the  town  of  Trumbull,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  financial  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  com- 
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munity.  At  present  he  enjoys  the  still  further 
distinction  of  being  vice-president  of  the  Horne 
Trust  Company,  and  a director  in  the  Birming- 
ham National  Bank,  also  in  several  manufactur- 
ing companies. 

Notwithstanding  his  manifold  responsibilities 
in  various  incumbencies,  yet  his  time  and  efforts 
have  not  been  entirely  absorbed  in  his  profession 
and  business.  For  twenty-eight  consecutive 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  board  of 
education  of  the  town  of  Huntington,  and  is 
now  its  president;  he  is  aNo  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Plumb  Memorial  Li- 
brary 

Politically  a Republican,  our  subject  repre- 
sented the  town  of  Huntington  in  the  Legisla- 
ture of  1SS2,  during  which  s< -Mon  he  was  largely 
instrumental  in  securing  the  charter  lor  the 
borough  of  Shelton,  and  for  much  of  the  time 
smre  he  has  served  that  borough  in  some  ca- 
pacity. at  present  filling  the  position  of  warden 
with  his  well-known  ability  and  efficiency.  In 
religious  faith  he  is  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Derby. 

In  1870  Mr.  Brinsmade  married  Miss  Jenctte 
S.  Pardee,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  H.  Pardee,  of 
1 rumbull,  and  to  this  marriage  have  been  born 
five  children:  Frances  L.,  Daniel  E.  fwho  gradu- 
ated from  Yale  S.  S. , class  of  06),  Caroline  C., 
Helen  J.  and  Wallace  b . The  name  of  an  hon- 
ored old  family  Mr.  Brimmadc  bears  worthily 
and  well,  and  in  both  business  and  social  circles 
he  ranks  deservedly  high. 


JAMES  R.  BRINSMADE,  an  honored  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war,  and  a representative 
manufacturer  of  Fairfield  county,  Conn., 
has  demonstrated  the  true  meaning  of  the  word 
success  as  the  full  accomplishment  of  an  hon- 
orable purpose.  A soldier  himself,  he  is  de- 
scended from  honored  soldier  ancestry  who 
never  drew  the  sword  without  a cause,  and  never 
sheathed  it  without  honor. 

Tradition  has  it  that  the  first  Brinsmcad  (for 
so  the  name  was  originally  spelled  to  come  from 
England  to  America  was  an  of:.<  er  of  high  rank 
in  Cromwell's  army,  and  that  his  sword,  brought 
by  him  to  this  country,  v.as  highly  ornamented, 
and  furnished  with  a ••guard"  lor  the  hand  and 
aim  up  to  the  elbow  made  of  small  steel  rings. 
"This  was  kept  as  a family  re  cord  bv  his  descend- 
ants until  our  great-great-uncle  Peter's  boys  got 
possession  of  it,  and  had  it  made  into  a rat  trap, 
at  which  act  of  vandalism  our  grandfather  was 
most  intensely  indignant."  [The  above  is  taken 


' (torn  a record  made  by  Charles  Wesley  Brins- 
made. of  Wellington,  Ohio,  in  November,  1857.] 
' William  Brinsmade  came  from  England 
! about  1628  or  1630  to  Dorchester,  Mass.  His 
1 wife's  name  is  not  known.  His  children  were: 
. John,  born  in  England  in  1617;  William,  born 
1 in  Dorchester,  entered  Harvard  College  in  1644, 

1 was  first  minister  at  Marlboro,  Mass.,  from 
1 tGoo  to  1701,  on  July  3 of  which  latter  year 
he  died  (See  Allen’s  “Biographical  Diction- 
ary”]; Alexander  was  in  Charlestown,  July  17, 

■ 1654,  but  there  is  no  subsequent  trace;  Ebbet, 

1 burn  in  Dorchester,  married  Hart,  was 

| appointed  administrator  of  his  brother  (Rev.) 
William  s estate  July  23,  1701,  and  died  in  1708; 
Mary  married  Benjamin  Leeds,  July  t6,  1667. 
and  died  soon  after;  Jane,  his  other  daughter,  is 
mentioned  in  his  notes  or  diary  which  is  written 
1 in  Latin.  His  eldest  son  John,  who  appears  on 
1 the  record  of  Charlestown  in  1636.  united  with 
' the  Church,  and  was  made  freeman  in  1638,  mar- 
I ried  Mary  Carter,  who  united  with  the  Church  in 
1 1639;  he  removed  to  Stratford,  Conn.,  in  1642, 

1 owned  and  lived  on  plot  72,  in  original  layout 
l of  that  village.  (According  to  Connecticut  rec- 

• ords  the  spelling  of  the  name.  Bnnsmead  was 
changed  to  Brinsmade  by  John  Brinsmade,  son 

| of  William.] 

John  Brinsmade,  son  of  William  above  men- 
tioned. born  in  England  in  1617,  married  Mary 
Carter,  and  had  children  as  follows:  Mary, 

John,  Daniel,  Zachariah,  Paul,  Samuel,  Eliza- 
beth. 

Daniel  (1)  Brinsmade,  son  of  John  above, 

! born  1 64  5.  married  Sarah  Kellogg;  children  as 
! follows:  Mary,  Daniel,  Abigail,  Samuel,  Ruth. 

Daniel  (II)  (Lieut.)  Brinsmade,  son  of 
| Daniel  and  Sarah  Kellogg,  above,  born  1687, 
married  Mary  or  Mercy  Curtis,  1715.  moved  to 
Trumbull,  Fairfield  county,  very  early.  Chil- 
dren as  follows.  Mary,  Daniel,  Hannah,  Abra- 
I ham.  Daniel  (II)  was  commissioned  lieutenant  in 
1 connection  with  the  French  wars.  (Family  tra- 
I d it  ion.  J 

Abraham  Brinsmade  (Capt.),  son  of  Lieu- 

• tenant  Daniel  and  Mary  (or  Mercy),  was  born  in 

| 1727;  married  Mary  Wheeler;  children  as  fol- 
lows: Abigail,  Hannah,  Daniel,  and  Abraham 

j (deceased  1.  Capt.  Abraham  Brinsmade  was 
1 commissioned  captain  by  Governor  Trumbull, 

| and  was  in  Tryon’s  raid  on  Danbury. 

Daniel  Brinsmade,  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Captain  Abra- 
1 ham  and  Mary  Wheeler,  and  was  born  Septem- 
, her  22,  1752.  He  married  Marv  Beebe,  and 
, reared  the  following  children:  Abigail,  Abra- 

i ham,  Daniel,  James,  Federal,  Mary  and  Ali. 
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Mary  Beebe  was  born  January  20,  1755,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  James  Beebe,  who  was  born  in 
Danbury,  1718;  was  chaplain  in  the  French 
wars  1759;  enlisted  several  times;  was  at  the 
battle  of  Ticonderoga;  he  was  a lieutenant  and 
a captain  in  the  Second  Regiment,  Connecticut 
line;  transferred  as  captain  by  General  Wash- 
ington to  corps  of  Sappers  and  Miners,  and  was 
at  Valley  Forge  and  siege  of  Yorktown.  In 
1783  he  joined  the  “ Sons  of  Cincinnati.” 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  “Hartford 
Cincinnati  Records  ’’  in  the  possession  of  Yale 
University,  New  Haven,  Conn.:  “Capt.  James 

Beebe,  Stratford,  detached,  September  1,  1779, 
from  the  Second  Regiment,  Conn.  Line,  to 
serve  with  Sappers  and  Miners;  resigned  June  7, 

1 781 ; Society  of  Cincinnati  1783;  James  Beebe — | duces  this  biographical  sketch,  was  born  August 
Captain  Stratford”.  25,  1839,  in  Trumbull,  Fairfield  county,  Conn., 

The  following  is  taken  from  Orcott's  “His-  and  there  received  his  elementary  education, 
tory  of  Stafford  ” — “James  Beebe,  born  in  Dan-  which  was  supplemented  with  a course  of  study 
bury,  1718,  graduated  from  Yale  College  1745;  at  academies.  In  1858  he  commenced  mercan- 
chaplain  in  French  wars:  absent  from  his  parish  tile  life  with  the  dry-goods  firm  of  Hall  & Read, 
from  May  5 to  September  16,  1759  ” His  of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut, 
name  alao  appears  on  the  list  of  men  who  re-  While  in  their  employ  he  enlisted  July  23, 
ceived  back  pay  for  service  at  Ticonderoga,  1 862,  and  entered  the  United  States  service  as  cor- 
September  2,  1775;  and,  in  Church  History,  poral,  Company  D,  17th  Regiment,  Connecticut 
name  appears  as  absent  at  Valley  Forge.  Volunteers.  The  regiment  was  first  ordered  to 

Abraham  Brinsmade  (grandfather  of  our  Fort  Marshall,  near  Baltimore.  Md.;  from  there 
subject),  born  February  11,  1781,  married  Bet-  moved  to  defenses  north  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
sey  Beach,  daughter  of  Abel  Beach,  born  Janu-  and  after  being  assigned  to  the  Eleventh  Corps, 
ary,  1780.  He  (Abraham  Brinsmade)  enlisted  operated  with  that  corps  in  Virginia  until  after 

for  the  war  of  1812  as  private  at  Bridgeport,  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  when  it  was  ordered  to 

Conn.,  September  30,  1812.  Florida,  where  it  remained  until  the  close  of  the 

Abel  Beach,  father  of  Betsey,  enlisted  in  war.  On  January  29,  1 864,  by  special  No.  45> 

Captain  Goodwin’s  company,  Second  Battalion,  War  Department,  he  was  detached  from  the 

Wadsworth  Brigade,  raised  in  June,  1776,  to  re-  regiment  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
inforce  Washington  at  New  York;  was  taken  ordered  to  report  to  the  Adjutant-Generals 
prisoner  September  15,  1776,  and  confined  in  office,  Washington,  D.  C.  He  received  an  hoo- 
prison  ships  in  which  he  caught  the  fever,  and  orable  discharge  from  the  17th  Regiment,  August 
three  of  his  children  died  of  the  malady,  having  31,  1864,  through  the  War  Department, 
taken  it  from  him  after  his  return  home.  On  July  10,  1864,  when  it  had  developed 

Abraham  Brinsmade  and  wife  reared  the  fol-  that  General  Early  was  on  the  road  to  capture 
lowing  children:  Pauline,  Daniel  S.,  Caroline,  Washington,  volunteers  for  a War  Department 

Sarah  M.,  Eliza  J.,  Charles  S.  and  Rebecca,  regiment  were  called  for,  and  a battalion  of  sis 

Of  these,  Pauline  married  Powell  Hickox,  of  companies  was  organized  in  one  day,  and  went 
Washington,  Conn.;  Daniel  S.  is  mentioned  | on  duty  at  once.  One  company  was  on  skirmish 
farther  on;  Caroline  married  Sidney  Nichols,  of  line  July  12,  and  had  several  men  wounded. 
Trumbull,  Conn.;  Sarah  M.  married  Daniel  Fris-  Enrolled  July  jo,  in  Company  A;  was  on  duty 
bie,  of  Washington,  Conn. ; Eliza  J.  married  My-  July  12,  when  the  opportune  arrival  of  the  old 
ron  Hine,  of  Warren,  Conn. : Charles  S.  married  Sixth  Corps  made  a speedy  end  of  the  attack. 
Mary  E.  Frisbie,  of  Roxbury.  Conn.;  and  Rebec-  On  July  29,  1864,  was  commissioned  second 
ca  married  Stephen  Stirling,  of  Trumbull,  Con-  lieutenant  and  transferred  to  Company  K,  ^ar 
necticut.  Department  Rifles.  October  6,  1 804' was  Pr0! 

Captain  Daniel  Styles  Brinsmade,  father  moted  to  first  lieutenant,  same  company  an 
of  our  subject,  was  born  February  22,  1808,  in  1 regiment.  This  regiment  was  on  special  duty 
Trumbull.  He  married  Catherine  Mallette,  j in  and  around  Washington  for  one  year.  (Wnk 
daughter  of  Robert  Mallette,  of  Trumbull,  Conn.,  | in  Washington  our  subject  took  Masonic  degrees 


who  was  a grandson  of  John  Mullette,  a Hu- 
guenot refugee.  Capt.  D.  S.  and  Catherine  (Mal- 
lette) Brinsmade  became  the  parents  of  three 
children:  (1)  Frances  A.,  who  married  James 

R.  Middlebrook,  of  Trumbull,  Conn.; (2)  Jamk 
Robert,  our  subject,  who  will  be  fully  spoken  of 
presently;  and  (3)Daniel  Seymour,  a sketch  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere.  The  mother  of  this 
family  passed  from  earth  in  1849,  the  father  in 
1872.  He  was  commisioned  captain  of  the 
Fifth  Company,  Fourth  Regiment  Connecticut 
Light  Artillery,  April  8,  1835.  In  their  political 
predilections  the  Brinsmade  family  bear  the  record 
of  having  been  Federalists,  Whigs  and  Republi- 
cans. 

James  R.  Brinsmade,  whose  name  intro- 
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in  Lafayette  Lodge  and  Mount  Vernon  Chapter). 
Resigned  position  in  War  Department  July  u, 
1866. 

Mr.  Brinsmade  then  made  a trip  west, 
located  at  Cleveland.  Ohio,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Hon.  Richard  Parsons.  Internal  Rev- 
enue  collector,  as  accountant,  afterward  as  ex- 
pert bookkeeper  and  accountant  in  mercantile 
lines.  In  1872,  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
returned  to  Trumbull,  Conn.,  where  he  remained 
until  1883,  in  which  year  he  became  connected 
with  the  Silver  Plate  Cutlery  Company,  of 
Bridgeport,  which  concern  was,  in  January,  1855, 
removed  to  Shelton,  where  it  built  factories,  and 
has  since  been  in  active  operation.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  company  he  first  held  the  position 
of  treasurer,  then  that  of  secretary  and  treasurer, 
and  since  1894  he  has  filled  the  positions  of 
president  and  treasurer. 

In  1876  Mr.  Brinsmade  married  Martha  A. 
Beardsley,  of  Trumbull,  Conn.,  a daughter  of 
Col.  Orville  H.  Beardsley,  a direct  descendant 
in  line  from  William  Beardsley,  who  came 
from  England  on  the  ship  “Planter”  in  April, 
1635.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brinsmade:  C.  Alice  and  James  B.,  both 

yet  under  the  parental  roof.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church;  in  poli- 
tics Mr.  Brinsmade  is  a Republican;  socially,  he 
is  affiliated  with  the  G.  A.  R. , and,  as  already 
related,  with  the  F.  & A.  M.  His  pleasant, 
genial  mannefhas  made  for  him  a host  of  friends 
in  the  city,  where  he  now  makes  his  home,  and 
as  a brave  soldier,  loyal  citizen  and  honorable 
business  man,  he  justly  deserves  the  high  regard 
in  which  he  is  held.  He  has  a beautiful  home 
on  Elizabeth  street,  Derby,  Conn.,  where  hos- 
pitality reigns  supreme. 


MRS.  LUCY  A.  BARTRAM  LEE.  a vener- 

able  resident  of  the  town  of  Redding,  is 

honored  by  all  who  know  her.  A long  life  has 
been  vouchsafed  to  her,  more  than  ninety  years 
having  passed  over  her  head,  and  her  last  days 
are  brightened  by  the  company  of  her  children 
and  her  children’s  children.  Her  husband,  the 
late  Milo  Lee,  who  died  May  12.  1877,  in  his 
seventy-first  year,  was  a leading  citizen  of  Red- 
ding, being  influential  in  public  affairs  as  well  as 
in  business  circles. 

As  the  Bartram  family  has  been  identified 
with  the  town  of  Redding  from  an  early  date  the 
following  history  will  be  of  general  interest. 
Daniel  Bartram,  Mrs.  Lee’s  grandfather,  was 
born  in  England,  and  after  coming  to  America 
located  for  a time  in  Fairfield,  Fairfield  Co., 


Conn.  Later,  however,  he  settled  at  Redding 
Centre,  where  he  carried  on  an  extensive  busi- 
ness as  a tanner,  currier  and  shoemaker,  the 
building  used  by  him  being  still  standing.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Colonial  militia,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  burning  of  Danbury  was  called  into 
service  to  repel  the  British  forces.  He  married 
Miss  Ann  Merchant,  a member  of  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative families  of  Redding,  and  they  had 
seven  children:  Gurdon,  Uriah,  Levi,  David, 
Annie,  Julia  and  Phoebe. 

Gurdon  Bartram,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Lee, 
was  born  September  21,  1776,  in  the  town  of 
Redding,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  locality.  On  leaving  school  he 
learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  but  he  never  fol- 
lowed it,  as  he  preferred  to  devote  his  attention 
to  farming.  He  was  active  in  religious  work  as 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  was  also 
identified  with  the  Whig  organization  and  prom- 
inent in  local  affairs,  holding  numerous  town  of- 
fices. His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Loraine 
Sanford,  was  born  September  3,  178 7,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Oliver  Sanford,  a wealthy  agriculturist  of 
the  town  of  Redding.  Twelve  children  were 
bom  of  this  union,  ten  of  whom  lived  to  adult 
age.  (1)  Aaron  R..  born  November  15,  1804, 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Redding, 
and  engaged  in  business  as  a carriage  maker. 
On  January  I 5,  1827,  he  married  Miss  Harriet 
Bates,  by  whom  he  had  three  children — Walker 
B.,  David  and  Lydia  A.  (2)  Lucy  A.,  Mrs.  Lee, 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (3)  Barney, 
born  September  26,  1808,  became  a cattle  broker 
in  New  York  City.  He  married  Miss  Laura 
Culver,  of  Amenia,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  had  one  daughter,  Belle.  (4)  Coley,  born 
November  1,  1810,  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade  but  became  a farmer  by  occupation.  He 
married  Miss  Malvina  Adams,  of  Westport,  this 
county,  and  they  bad  four  children — Nelson, 
Agnes,  Sarah  and  Louisa.-  (5)  Betsey,  born 
May  23,  1813,  married  Ebenezer  Wilson,  a car- 
riage maker  of  Redding,  and  had  three  children 
— Charles  H.  (now  a resident  of  Chicago),  Lucy 
and  Annie.  (6)  Oliver,  born  July  11,  1815,  died 
at  an  early  age.  (7)  Daniel  S.,  bora  January 
14,  1818,  engaged  in  farming.  He  married  Miss 
Eliza  Godfrey,  and  they  had  eight  children:  Eli, 
George,  Frank,  Charles.  William,  Laura,  Cath- 
erine and  Anna.  (8)  Ephraim  B-,  born  March 
26,  1820,  died  in  infancy.  (9)  Levi  W.,  born 
April  25,  1822,  became  a farmer.  He  married 
Miss  Sarah  Haines,  and  had  three  children: 
Gurdon,  Francis  and  Elizabeth.  (10)  Frederick 
A.,  born  September  13,  1824,  was  engaged  in 
business  as  a pork  packer  at  Bridgeport.  He 
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married  Miss  Amelia  Burr,  and  had  four  children: 
Edgar  B. , Lillie,  Belle  and  Jessie.  (11)  Mary 
B.,  born  July  16,  1827,  married  Rufus  Banks,  a 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Redding,  and  had  three 
.children:  Henry,  Frederick  and  Carrie.  (12) 
Julia,  born  September  30,  1829,  married  Myron 
Haines,  a merchant  in  Illinois;  they  had  no 
children. 

Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Lee  was  born  August  2 7.  1806, 
at  the  old  homestead  in  the  town  of  Redding, 
where  she  received  a good  common-school  edu- 
cation during  girlhood.  On  April  18,  1830,  she 
married  Milo  Lee,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  and  for  some  years  in 
early  manhood  was  engaged  in  the  hat  manufact- 
uring business,  owning  a shop  at  Redding.  Sub- 
sequently he  became  interested  in  farming,  his 
later  years  being  spent  in  that  occupation.  He 
gave  much  attention  to  politics  as  a supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  was  a leader  in  local 
affairs,  holding  numerous  offices  from  selectman 
down.  Two  children,  a son  and  a daughter, 
survive  him:  (1)  Gurdon  B.,  born  November  29, 
1831,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
Redding,  and  for  a number  of  years  followed  the 
trade  of  carriage  maker;  at  present  he  resides  in 
Bridgeport,  where  he  holds  the  office  of  town 
clerk.  He  married  Miss  Caroline  Gorham,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  W.  Gorham,  of  Redding,  and  they 
have  had  two  children — Ella,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four  years,  and  Laura,  living.  (2) 
Mary  received  a common-school  education  in  the 
town  of  Redding.  In  1867  she  married  Samuel 
B.  Osborn,  an  intelligent  and  prosperous  agri- 
culturist of  Redding,  where  she  now  resides,  and 
they  had  two  children — Carrie  and  Milo,  of 
whom  the  first-named  died  when  twenty-two 
years  of  age.  Mr.  Osborn  passed  away  Decem- 
ber JO,  1889,  aged  forty-six  years. 


ILLIAM  AGNEW  CUMMING.  While 
childhood  and  youth  have  a distinctive 
charm,  an  even  greater  interest  invests  a person- 
ality which  conveys  to  the  thoughtful  mind  the 
impress  of  long  years  of  useful  activity  and  the 
wealth  of  wide  experience.  The  subject  of  this 
biography  has  been  for  many  years  a leading 
resident  of  Stamford,  and  his  worth  as  a man 
and  a citizen  has  gained  for  him  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  community.  Although  now 
well  advanced  in  years,  being  now  in  the  eigh- 
tieth year  of  his  age,  he  takes  an  interest  in  all 
that  concerns  the  general  welfare,  and  bis  influ- 
ence is  none  the  less  potent  for  good  because 
quietly  exerted. 

The  Cumming  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  origin, 


and  Thomas  Cumming,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  Bangor,  Ireland,  coming  in  early 
manhood  to  New  York  City,  where  he  engaged 
in  business  as  a contractor  for  city  paving.  He 
and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susannah 
Pollock,  died  in  the  metropolis,  he  on  March  6, 
1 86 1 , aged  seventy-seven,  she  on  February  to, 
1 840,  aged  forty-five.  Of  their  children,  John, 
born  in  1813,  died  January  11, 1894;  he  followed 
contracting  in  New  York  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  Thomas,  born  June  22,  1815,  is  a contrac- 
tor, living  in  Hackensack,  N.  J.  William  Agnew 
is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  Susannah  M.,bora 
June  5,  1822,  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  Patterson, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  James  P.,  bom  September 
10,  1824,  died  in  1891,  in  Yonkers,  N.  Y.;he 
was  a dry-goods  merchant.  Isabella  H.,  bom 
November  11,  1826,  died  in  1891;  she  married 
Rev.  David  Beattie,  of  Scotchtown,  N.  Y. 
Robert  P.,  born  November  20,  1828,  died  in 
1887;  he  was  a business  man  of  New  York. 
Stephen  C.  R.,  born  November  22,  1830,  died 
April  25,  1899,  in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

William  A.  Cumming,  our  subject,  was  bom 
June  22,  1819,  in  New  York  City,  where  be  was 
educated  in  a private  school.  On  completing  his 
studies  be  made  several  voyages,  and  later  he 
engaged  in  business  with  his  brothers,  for  some 
time  conducting  a flourmill  at  New  York.  He 
gave  up  this  occupation  to  engage  in  contracting, 
which  he  followed  successfully  for  forty  years. 
Finally  he  became  interested  in  the  oyster  busi- 
ness along  the  coast  of  Stamford  and  Greenwich 
townships,  Fairfield  county,  and  in  this  venture 
he  met  with  his  accustomed  success.  In  1856  he 
removed  to  Stamford  with  his  family,  and  be  has 
since  made  his  home  at  Cumming’s  Point,  a most 
desirable  spot  for  a residence.  While  he  has 
never  been  a politician,  Mr.  Cumming  has  never- 
theless always  watched  closely  the  course  of  pub- 
lic events,  and  in  early  life  was  a stanch  Whig, 
later  giving  his  support  to  the  Republican  party. 
In  religious  faith  he  is  a Presbyterian,  and  he 
and  his  family  are  prominently  identified  with 
the  Church  of  that  denomination  at  Stamford. 

On  May  4,  1847,  Mr.  Cumming  was  married 
in  New  York  City  to  Miss  Susannah  Pollock, 
daughter  of  John  and  Isabella  Pollock,  who  both 
died  of  cholera  in  New  York  in  1832,  within  two 
days  of  each  other.  Mrs.  Cumming  passed  to 
the  unseen  life  January  26,  1893.  Of  the  four 
children  born  to  this  union,  Thomas,  who  resides 
at  Sound  Beach,  married  Miss  Alida  Ford.  Mu? 
Ella  married  Dr.  Philip  H.  Brown,  of  Stamford. 
Anna  Anderson  lives  at  home  with  her  father. 
Susannah  died  January  17,  1854,  at  the  age  o> 
five  years. 


Digitized  by  t^aOOQLe 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQie 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


978 


The  following  biographical  narrative  is  from 
the  pen  of  our  subject:  “The  first  voyage  I 1 
made  at  sea  was  on  board  the  ship  ‘Harvest.’  < 
Capt.  William  Britton,  my  brothers,  John  P.  i 
and  Thomas,  owning  two-thirds  of  the  vessel. 
We  sailed  for  Liverpool,  Lngland,  May  ),  l S4  1 . 
On  the  tenth  day  out  on  our  voyage  we  had  a 
Iresh  pale  from  the  southeast;  toward  evening  it  ' 
died  away  and  the  ship  was  lying  almost  be- 
calmed. with  (ore,  mam  and  mizm-n  topsails 
set  and  also  maintop-gallant  sail,  the  sails  hap- 
ping against  the  masts  forward.  Toward  even- 
ing a light  shower  of  rain  came  on,  followed 
immediately  by  a furious  hurricane  from  the 
northwest  and  struck  the  slop  so  suddenly  and 
with  such  force  that  before  the  sails  could  be 
lowered  and  taken  in  the  ship  was  thrown  on 
her  beam  ends  and  was  lying  over  at  an  angle  of 
moretnan45°,  the  water  at  times  standing  on 
deck  nearly  to  her  masts.  The  wind  blew  so 
hard  that  no  canvass  could  stand  it.  and  the  ship 
was  hove  to  under  bare  poles,  with  the  exception 
of  a tarpaulin  lashed  to  the  mizzen  rigging  to  pro- 
tect the  watch  on  deck.  The  ship  lay  in  that 
position  nearly  all  night.  As  the  pale  abated  in 
the  morning  more  sail  was  set  to  keep  the  ship 
from  petting  into  the  trough  of  the  sea.  and 
more  sail  was  set  as  soon  as  she  could  carry  it, 
to  pet  her  before  the  wind,  and  having  done  so 
all  sail  was  set  and  we  proceeded  on  our  voyage, 
not  having  experienced  very  serious  damage  from 
the  rough  usage  we  had  undergone  through  the 
night.  Our  captain,  having  followed  the  sea  lor 
more  than  forty  years,  expressed  it,  ns  his  opin- 
ion, that  if  the  ship  had  been  loaded  with  a heavy 
cargo  instead  of  cotton  the  hurricane  would  have 
carried  away  our  masts,  and  the  ship  would  no 
doubt  have  foundered,  and  the  first  chapter  in 
my  seafaring  life  would  have  been  most  abruptly 
ended.  We  arrived  in  Liverpool  May  31,  without 
further  mishap.  While  at  Liverpool,  there  being 
but  little  seamanship  to  be  learned  in  port,  I,  with 
Capt.  Britton  s permission,  made  an  excursion 
by  steamer  to  Belfast,  Ireland,  and  to  Bangor, 
the  birthplace  of  my  parents.  While  in  Belfast, 

1 was  invited  bv  a party,  who  were  making  up 
an  excursion  to  the  Giant's  Causeway,  and  which 
I accepted,  and  visited  the  Causeway,  also 
other  towns,  including  Londonderry,  from  which 
port  I took  steamer  to  Liverpool.  We  left  Liv- 
erpool June  24,  1 b>4  1 , with  passengers,  mostly 
Mormons  (Latter  Day  Saints,  they  called  them- 
selves), and  arriv  ed  in  New  York,  August  4,  1 b 4 1 . 

My  next  voyage  was  in  March,  bound  for  Ant-  1 
w-erp  in  the  same  ship,  this  time  Capt.  Welsh. 
We  experienced  very  heavy  weather  the  whole 
passage,  being  obliged  to  heave  the  ship  to,  at  > 


times,  for  about  five  days.  Off  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland. we  saw,  at  no  great  distance  from 
us,  several  very  large  icebergs.  When  we  made 
Land's  End,  Cornwall,  England,  we  found  the 
wind  from  the  eastward  dead  ahead,  and  we 
were  about  two  weeks  beating  through  the  Eng- 
lish Channel,  and  passed  through  the  Straits  of 
Dover  in  company  with  about  one  hundred 
square-rigged  vessels  bound  east,  they  having 
been  detained  in  the  English  Channel  by  the  east- 
erly winds.  We  arrived  in  Antwerp,  after  a very 
tough  passage  of  fifty-six  days  from  New  York. 
While  in  Antwerp  1 took  the  liberty  of  making 
an  excursion  to  Brussels  and  the  field  of  Water- 
1 loo.  After  going  over  the  field,  and  the  guide 
■ having  pointed  out  the  position  of  the  different 
1 annus,  and  viewing  the  chateau  Huguenot, 
where  heavy  fighting  had  been  done,  we  walked 
up  the  mound  built  by  the  English  Government, 
and  surmounted  by  the  inevitable  British  Lion. 
The  view  from  the  mound  was  very  interesting, 
taking  in  the  whole  battlefield  and  the  surround- 
ing country.  The  ship  being  still  detained  in 
Antwerp,  1 took  steamer  for  London,  and  having 
visited  the  Tower,  where  I saw  the  Crown 
jewels,  ] also  paid  a visit  to  Westminster  Abbev 
and  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  and  while  in  London 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Oueen  Victoria. 

“Our  passage  home  from  Antwerp  to  New 
York  was  rather  uneventful,  moderate  winds 
prevailing  generally,  and  we  arrived  in  New  York 
in  fifty- four  days.  My  next  voyage  was  to  New 
Orleans.  1 now  considered  myself  something  of 
a sailor,  being  able  to  hand,  reef,  steer  and  help 
the  captain  to  take  observations  and  keep  a log 
of  our  weather,  progress,  etc.  We  left  for  New 
Orleans  the  latter  end  of  October  and  experi- 
enced fine  weather  rounding  the  Tortugas,  and 
arriv  ing  at  New  Orleans  in  thirty  days.  We  left 
New  Orleans  March  6.  When  off  Cape  Hat- 
teras  we  experienced  very  rough  weather  with 
thunder  and  lightning,  it  being  also  so  dark  when 
reefing  topsails  that  we  could  not  see  the  man 
alongside,  excepting  by  the  flash  of  lightning. 
From  Hatteras,  it  being  March,  we  experienced 
tough  weather  until  we  arrived  at  New  York. 

“At  this  time,  the  ship  being  sold,  my 
brothers  offered  me  an  interest  in  the  flour-mill- 
ing business  with  them,  and  having  seen  some- 
thing of  the  world  and  seafaring  life,  1 accepted 
the  offer.  Our  fiouring-mill  had  a capacity  of 
making  five  hundred  barrels  a day,  but  we  could 
not  get  a regular  supply  in  New  York  of  first- 
class  wheat.  Such  being  a difficulty  to  over- 
come, we  decided  to  endeavor  to  make  an  ar- 
rangement with  responsible  parties  in  the  far 
western  country  for  a regular  supply  of  wheat. 
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Accordingly,  being  the  junior  partner  in  the  con- 
cern, and  being  fond  of  traveling,  ] was  elected 
to  leave  at  once  for  St.  Louis,  my  objective 
point  being  Burlington,  Iowa,  about  four  hundred 
miles  north  of  St.  Louis,  on  the  Mississippi  river, 
which  was  said  to  be  about  the  best  wheat 
country  in  the  West.  As  this  expedition  was 
rather  prolific  of  incidents  and  accidents,  I will 
state  it  in  brief:  1 took  rail  to  Buffalo;  after 

visiting  Niagara  Falls,  I took  steamer  to  Cleve- 
land. From  Cleveland  I went  to  Cincinnati  by 
mail  coach  and  railroad.  From  Cincinnati  I 
took  steamer  • Swiftsure  No.  3,’  said  to  be  very 
fast.  On  our  way  down  the  Ohio,  when  near 
Paducah,  Ky. , in  the  early  morning  before  the 
passengers  were  up,  the  steamer  struck  a snag, 
which  knocked  a large  hole  in  her  bottom,  which 
set  her  leaking  so  fast  that,  to  prevent  her  from 
sinking  in  the  middle  of  the  river  in  deep  water, 
the  captain  ran  the  steamer  ashore,  and  many  of 
the  passengers  got  on  land  as  soon  as  they  pos- 
sibly could.  1 remained  on  board,  knowing  that 
if  she  was  aground  she  could  not  sink  any  deeper. 
A smaller  steamer  coming  along,  I,  with  many  of 
the  passengers,  took  passage  on  her  for  St.  Louis, 
and  on  arriving  1 immediately  went  to  the  ‘ Plant- 
er’s House,’  and  at  once  called  on  James  Woodruff 
& Co.,  a branch  of  E.  R.  Collins  & Co.  in  New 
York,  and  made  arrangements  with  them  for  buy- 
ing wheat.  Remained  in  St.  Louis  to  get  all  the 
information  required  for  my  operations  up  the 
river.  Took  steamer  for  Burlington,  and  as  we 
approached  the  city  of  Quincy  on  the  upper 
Mississippi,  the  weather  began  to  grow  so  much 
colder,  that  when  we  reached  Quincy  in  the 
morning  the  thermometer  stood  ten  degrees  be- 
low zero,  and  the  river  was  frozen  and  closed  for 
navigation.  The  steamer  was  also  frozen  up  for 
the  winter;  but  being  bound  for  Burlington,  I 
took  a buggy  and  started  on  my  way  up  the 
riveT.  I think  it  took  me  two  days  to  reach 
Warsaw,  and  Keokuk  being  called  a good  mar- 
ket for  wheat,  and  about  six  or  eight  miles  from 
Warsaw,  although  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
and  it  being  frozen  over  with  ice,  1 concluded  to 
attempt  to  reach  it,  so  having  taken  a convey- 
ance, and  reached  a point  opposite  to  Keokuk,  1 
proposed  to  cross  over  on  the  ice.  Mv  driver 
declined  to  cross  with  me,  however,  saying  he 
would  watch  me  getting  across.  1 prepared  to 
make  the  attempt,  and  taking  off  my  overcoat 
and  moccasins,  and  picking  up  the  branch  of  a 
tree  about  ten  feet  in  length,  started  to  cross  the 
river,  and  was  passing  over  so  far  safely,  when 
just  as  1 reached  about  the  middle  of  the  river, 
the  ice  without  warning  broke  under  me,  and  1 
went  through  with  both  feet,  about  up  to  my 


waist  in  water,  the  pole  which  I had  in  my  hand 
resting  on  the  ice  over  the  opening.  Keeping 
my  head  pretty  level,  and  not  making  any  strug- 
gle to  get  out,  and  thereby  breaking  the  ice  and 
enlarging  the  opening,  1 just  rested  on  my  stick, 
and  took  in  the  situation.  I saw  that  the  ice  in 
the  middle  of  the  river  had  been  running  aboutan 
hour  before,  as  1 was  told  by  parties  on  the  other 
side,  that  I had  stepped  on  some  ice  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  water  running  so  swiftly,  had  not  had 
time  to  freeze  as  hard  as  the  other  more  station- 
ary. 1 then  laid  a part  of  my  weight  on  the 
stick  which  I had  in  my  hand,  and  rested  on  the 
ice.  Finding  that  the  ice  did  not  show  signs  ol 
breaking,  1 added  my  whole  weight  to  it,  and 
then,  raising  my  left  foot  on  the  ice,  I placed  the 
other  alongside  of  it,  and  lest  I should  break  the 
ice  in  doing  so,  I did  not  make  any  scramble  in 
hurrying  to  get  on  my  feet,  but  slid  myself  along 
far  enough  to  get  on  solid  ice  to  raise  myself  on 
my  feet.  The  question  was  then:  Should  1 go 
back  or  go  on  ? I decided  to  go  on  and  reach 
Keokuk,  if  possible,  by  looking  sharp  for  and 
avoiding  the  thin  ice,  although  it  cracked  con- 
siderably, but  did  not  break,  and  without  more 
trouble  I got  ashore  at  Keokuk.  The  first  per- 
son 1 met  saluted  me  with  the  remark:  ‘Well, 
stranger,  I expected  as  much  as  anything  to  see 
you  go  through  the  ice,  for  the  river  had  been 
running  until  about  an  hour  since.’ 

“In  getting  all  the  information  I could  in 

regard  to  the  object  of  my  trip,  thus  far,  1 found 
that  it  would  be  likely  that  the  river  would  re- 
main frozen  some  months  before  any  wheat 
could  be  got  down  the  river  from  any  place 
between  Keokuk  and  Burlington,  and  that  it 
would  probably  be  the  month  of  June.  Such 
being  the  case.  I concluded  to  buy  5.000  bushels 
of  wheat  at  Keokuk  as  a sample,  which  I did, 
and  returned  to  St.  Louis.  1 took  a conveyance 
to  carry  me  to  opposite  Warsaw,  and  not  reach- 
ing the  place  opposite  by  daylight,  1,  by  looking 
very  sharp  for  air  holes,  it  being  dark,  managed 
to  cross  the  river  without  any  mishap  to  War- 
saw, except  being  obliged  to  wade  through 
water  up  to  my  knees  to  reach  the  shore. 
The  next  morning  1 and  two  others,  who  said 
they  had  been  caught  in  a bad  ‘snap’  by  being 
frozen  up  the  river,  chartered  a conveyance  to 
take  us  to  St.  Louis.  After  a long  but  not  very 

tedious  journey,  viewing  the  country  and  enjoy- 
ing the  scenery,  including  some  Mormon  houses 
that  had  been  burned  down,  we  arrived  safe  and 
sound  at  St.  Louis,  where  we  found  the  river 
frozen  with  ice  so  thick  in  some  places  that  fires 
were  kindled  on  the  ice,  and  droves  of  hogs  were 
driven  over  it.  Not  caring  to  travel  any  farther 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


975 


by  land,  I remained  in  St.  Louis  until  the  ice 
began  to  move  out,  then  took  a steamer  (or 
Wheeling,  going  down  the  river  as  far  as  Cairo, 
and  we  had  the  current  and  broken  ice  with  us. 
Hut  when  we  turned  into  the  Ohio  river  we  had 
the  current  and  ice  against  us,  and  were  often 
obliged  to  lay  by  in  order  to  repair  our  wheels 
and  buckets,  they  being  broken  by  the  ice.  We 
arrived  at  Wheeling  without  serious  damage.  1 
then  took  the  mail  coach  for  Cumberland  to 
get  to  the  railroad  crossing  the  Alleghany  Mount- 
ains. during  the  night,  and  arrived  at  Cumber- 
land in  the  early  morning.  Before  leaving 
Cumberland  1 purchased  a New  York  newspaper, 
and  about  the  first  article  1 read  was  that  our 
flouring-mill  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Rather 
tough  news  after  being  sunk  in  the  Ohio  river, 
and  being  nearly  drowned  in  the  Mississippi,  and 
I not  \et  twenty-four  years  of  age!  My  brothers 
rebuilt  the  mill,  but  did  nothing  more  in  manu- 
factunng  flour.  My  father  then  gave  me  an 
interest  in  two  of  his  contracts. 

'•In  1846  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  Com- 
pany. being  incorporated,  gave  out  contracts  for 
rebuilding  the  road  to  Albany.  Mv  brothers, 
John  and  Thomas,  gave  in  bids  for  several 
sections  of  it,  and  they  were  awarded  to  them. 
After  1 ooking  over  the  work,  and  having  other 
business  which  it  would  in  a measure  interfere 
with,  they  offered  me  an  interest  with  them  for 
superintending  it,  which  1 accepted.  The  cut- 
ting for  the  construction  of  the  road  in  the  sec- 
tions which  they  contracted  for  was  mostly 
through  rock,  the  cut  through  Fort  Washington 
being  \ery  deep,  I superintended  the  work 
through  winter  and  summer  until  the  work  was 
completed  in  1S49.  1 then  went  into  the  busi- 

ness of  contracting  on  my  own  account  in  New 
York,  Jersey  City  and  Newark,  and  being  fairly 
successful  was  soon  capable  of  • paddling  my 
own  canoe.' 

“In  1856  and  1857,  in  connection  with 
another  party,  ] built  eleven  brown-stone-front 
houses,  situated  on  43d  and  44th  streets,  near 
Broadway,  New  York,  which  we  sold  at  fair 
profit  for  the  investment.  1 aiso  built  three 
more  on  44th  street  on  my  own  account.  In 
)St>0  1 took  a voyage  to  Cuba  on  the  steamer 
* Quaker  City,’ Captain  Schufeldt  of  the  United 
States  navy,  who  at  one  time  resided  at  Stam- 
ford, and  who,  after  the  Civil  war,  was  promoted 
to  be  an  admiral.  ] spent  a few  days  in  Ha- 
vana. seeing  the  sights;  visiting  Morro  Castle 
and  other  notable  places.  Then  took  a trip  to 
Mataruas,  visiting  the  beautiful  Yumuri  Valley, 
with  its  beautiful  palm,  cocoanut  and  other  trop- 
ical fruit  trees,  the  sugar  plantations,  mills,  etc. 


j The  next  day  1 left  for  Havana  (I  found  that  the 
engineer  belonged  to  Westport,  not  far  from 
j Stamford),  but  the  train  went  off  the  track  be- 
1 fore  we  arrived  at  Havana.  I left  Havana  in  the 
snamer  • Bienvelle,' which  was  afterward  taken 
\ into  the  navy  and  was  in  the  fight  at  Port  Royal. 
] arrived  safely  home  on  Washington’s  birthday, 
February  22,  i860. 

*•  I and  three  others  having  purchased  cement 
I quarries  at  Rosendale,  N.  Y. , on  January  24, 

| 1861,  we  organized  the  New  York  Cement  Com- 
1 pany,  and  built  works  with  a capacity  of  manu- 
I iacturing  five  hundred  barrels  of  cement  per  day, 
i and  we  were  very  successful.  1 was  elected 
president  of  the  company  February  4,  1861,  and 
had  the  honor  of  serving  in  that  capacity  (or  six- 
| teen  years,  and  the  works  being  enlarged  has 
I now  a capacity  for  manufacturing  from  one 
1 thousand  to  one  thousand  five  hundred  barrels 
| daily. 

I "In  1876  1 purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  for 
1 raising  oranges  and  lemons,  situated  in  Enter- 
j prise,  Florida,  with  a water  front  on  Lake  Mon- 
1 roe,  some  two  hundred  miles  south  of  Jackson- 
' ville.  1 immediately  proceeded  to  clear  the 
1 land  for  planting  orange  trees,  leaving  a few 
| large  magnolia  and  palmettoes.  I planted  about 
j one  thousand  orange  trees.  They  grew  fast, 

I and  commenced  to  bear  in  about  six  years  and 
1 produced  largely  very  fine  oranges  until  we  had 
I a very  severe  frost  in  1895,  which  injured  the 
1 trees  very  much.  I hold  the  property  yet,  but 
! it  will  be  several  years  before  they  produce  as 
| well  as  they  did  before  the  freeze  of  1895. 
t “In  1 8 56  1 purchased  the  property  where  I 
now  reside,  the  southern  boundary  of  the  city  of 
Stamford,  called  • Cumming’s  Point,’  and  being 
from  my  early  days  fond  of  being  on  the  water, 
and  having  built  a yacht,  and  also  belonging  to  the 
Atlantic  Yacht  Club  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  1 was 
induced  to  purchase  some  oyster  ground  for  my 
own  use.  Buying  more  ground  from  time  to 
time,  and  planting  seed  on  it,  I soon  found  it 
necessary  to  build  a sloop,  and  so  purchased  an- 
other to  market  my  crop.  As  business  in  that 
line  increased,  I built  a steamer  that  could 
carry  t.too  bushels  of  oysters  to  market  at  one 
trip.  1 now  retain  my  oyster  business  by  plant- 
ing seed  on  my  oyster  ground,  of  which  1 have 
545  acres,  and  when  the  oysters  are  large  enough 
for  market,  1 sell  them  at  wholesale  as  they  lie 
on  the  beds  In  my  contract  business  of  forty- 
four  years,  1 have  done  some  millions  of  dollars 
of  work  in  New  York,  Jersey  City  and  Newark, 
New  Jersey,  in  railroad  constructing,  and  other 
business  that  1 have  entered  into  from  time  to 
time.  1 retired  from  the  contracting  business  in 
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1 891,  and  am  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  moder- 
ately good  health  in  the  eightv-first  year  of  my 
age.” — William  A.  Cumming. 


J;  MOS  W.  AVERY.  There  is  no  better 
L known  citizen  in  Greenwich  township,  and 
none  who  stands  higher  in  the  estimation  of  his 
fellow  men,  whether  in  business,  social,  Church 
or  public  circles,  than  Mr.  Avery,  who  is  probably 
best  identified  in  Fairfield  county  as  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Avery  & Wilson,  of  Greenwich. 
He  is  the  oldest  merchant  in  business  in  that 
town,  and  commands  the  most  extensive  patron- 
age in  his  line. 

Mr.  Avery’s  ancestors  have  lived  in  Green- 
wich township  for  over  a century,  and  his  grand- 
father, Peter  Avery,  who  was  a farmer,  owned 
and  cultivated  a place  above  Greenwich  for  many 
vears.  His  father,  Evert  D.  Avery,  was  born 
July  3,  1809,  in  Greenwich  township,  attended 
ior  a time  the  common  schools  of  his  day,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  shipbuilder,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  many  years  during  his  active  life.  In 
1833  he  was  married  in  Greenwich  to  Miss  Cath- 
erine P.  Morrell,  who  was  born  May  2,  1817,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  Morrell.  They  com- 
menced their  married  life  in  New  York  City,  but 
subsequently  returned  and  settled  in  Greenwich, 
where  they  reared  their  family  of  nine  children, 
who  were  born  as  follows:  Thirza  M.,  October 

8,  1835;  Sarah  E.,  May  30,  1837;  Mary  J.,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1839;  Kate  L.,  November  2t,  1841; 
Mary  L.,  May  2,  1844;  Amos  E.,  May  27,  1846; 
Emily  A.,  August  8,  1848;  Martha  W.,  October 
12,  1850;  Amos  W.,  October  12,  1853.  Thirza 
M.  and  Mary  J.  died  of  scarlet  fever  November 
6,  1S42.  Sarah  became  the  wife  of  George  S. 
Ray,  of  Greenwich.  Kate  married  J.  H.  Ray, 
of  Greenwich.  Amos  died  July  5,  1848.  Emily 
died  of  scarlet  fever  December  20.  1857.  Mar- 
tha W.  is  the  wife  of  O.  P.  Knapp,  of  Greenwich. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avery  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding in  1883,  and  led  a happy  married  life  of 
fifty-six  rears,  well  preserved  and  active  to  the 
last.  Mr.  Avery  practically  retired  from  labor 
in  i860,  and  passed  away  August  24,  1691,  in  his 
eightv-third  years,  followed  to  the  grave  by  his 
wife,  who  died  March  10,  1895.  They  were  laid 
to  rest  in  Putnam  cemetery.  He  was  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  Whig  party  in  his  early  man- 
hood, and  later  joined  the  Republicans:  he  took 
no  active  part  in  politics,  however,  beyond  cast- 
ing his  vote  regularly. 

Amos  W.  Avery  was  the  youngest  child  in 
the  family,  and  the  only  one  of  the  sons  to  gtow 
to  manhood.  He  received  his  education  in  the 


common  schools,  which  he  attended  until  he  was 
about  fifteen  years  of  age,  having  for  his  first 
teacher  Charles  Wright.  After  leaving  school 
he  entered  the  store  of  Brush  & Wright  as  clerk, 
and  two  years  later,  having  determined  to  learn 
a trade,  he  began  an  apprenticeship  with 
Stephen  A.  Stoothoff,  a carpenter,  of  Greenwich. 
He  spent  six  years  in  all  at  this  business,  and 
then  returned  to  mercantile  life  in  the  employ  of 
Wright  & Brush,  for  whom  he  clerked  five  years. 
In  1880,  Mr.  Avery  and  a partner  bought  them 
out,  the  firm  becoming  Webb  & Avery,  and  in 
1883  changing  to  Avery  & Wilson,  who  contin- 
ued the  business  until  January,  1898,  when  Mr. 
Wilson  retired  and  A.  W.  Avery  continued.  He 
carries  a large  line  of  groceries,  flour,  feed,  hay 
and  straw,  and  has  the  most  substantial  and 
extensive  business  in  Greenwich,  won  by  years 
of  courteous  attention  to  the  wants  of  his  cus- 
tomers, obliging  disposition  and  honorable 
methods,  coupled  with  good  management  and 
the  use  of  sound  business  principles. 

Mr.  Avery  has  necessarily  given  a large  share 
of  his  attention  to  his  store,  but  he  has  divided 
his  time  among  different  interests,  and  has  had 
no  small  share  in  the  work  of  promoting  the 
commercial  welfare  of  this  region.  He  holds 
stock  certificate  No.  1 of  the  Greenwich  Trust, 
Loan  and  Deposit  Company,  in  whose  organiza- 
tion he  took  a most  active  part,  canvassing  per- 
sonally for  half  of  the  stock,  and  was  also  ore 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Greenwich  Board  ol 
Trade,  of  which  he  is  the  present  treasurer.  As 
a worker  for  the  civic  interests  of  Greenwich  he 
is  counted  among  the  most  valuable  men  in  the 
town,  for  he  is  always  ready  with  his  means  and 
influence  to  support  any  project  which  he  be- 
lieves is  for  the  general  good  of  the  community 
Politically  he  is  a leader  in  the  local  ranks  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  one  of  its  most  valuable 
members  in  his  township,  being  a sincere  worker 

for  the  success  of  the  party,  and  not  one  wbo 
seeks  merely  to  promote  his  own  interests  and 
popularity.  For  years  he  has  served  as  treasurer 
of  the  Republican  township  committee,  ol  which 
he  is  now  secretary,  and  his  continuance  in  office 
speaks  for  the  efficiency  of  his  service.  There  is 
no  warmer  friend  of  educational  interests  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  Averv  married  Miss  Hattie  M.  Stoothoff. 


of  Greenwich,  who  was  born  September  10. 
1859,  daughter  of  Stephen  A.  and  Susan  Stoot- 
hoff, and  one  child  blessed  their  union,  Mabe 
R.,  born  July  26,  1880,  who  is  now  an  accom- 
plished young  lady,  and  has  had  unusual  facili- 
ties for  a finished  education.  The  family  have 
a comfortable,  pleasant  home,  and  are  respected 
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and  liked  by  neighbors  and  friends  for  their  | 
sociability  and  the  Christian  kindliness  which  | 
marks  their  intercourse  with  all.  The  old  stock  1 
of  the  Averv  family  belonged  to  the  Congrega-  I 
tional  Church,  but  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  i 
devout  members  of  and  prominent  workers  in  1 
the  Methodist  Society  at  Greenwich,  in  which  he 
serves  as  trustee.  He  is  one  of  the  most  earnest  , 
workers  in  the  congregation,  and  religious  affairs  , 
receive  a large  share  of  his  rare  and  attention. 
Mr.  Avery's  life  is  a fine  example  of  Christian  > 
citizenship,  characterized  as  it  has  been  bv  ster-  ' 
lmt:  integrity,  uprightness  and  nobility  of  con- 
duct toward  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con- 
tact, either  in  public  or  private  life.  He  has  ■ 
scores  of  friends  all  overWie  rountv.  Fraternally 
he  unites  with  Acacia  Lodge,  No.  85,  F.  «fv  A.  M.,  I 
of  which  he  has  been  treasurer  for  \cats.  , 

CYKFNH’S  BEERS.  one  of  the  pioneer  resi- 
dents of  Chicago,  III.,  was  a native  of  Fair- 
field  county,  Conn.,  having  been  born  on  a farm 
at  Newtown,  June  i . 1 8 1 ; 

After  securing  what  education  the  academy 
in  the  village  afforded  at  that  tune,  Mr.  Evers  1 
taught  district  school  one  vear;  but,  his  health 
failing,  he  returned  to  the  home  farm.  Becoming  ' 
tired,  however,  of  agricultural  pursuits,  he  told  • 
his  mother  that  if  he  was  to  farm  at  all,  it  would  1 
have  to  be  ••where  the  soil  was  blacker  than  it  ' 
was  around  there  " About  this  time  he  joined  a 
party  that  was  just  starting  for  the  West.  and.  as 
he  was  not  as  sltong  as  most  of  the  others,  he  ' 
was  given  to  ride  the  only  horse  they  had.  At 
this  tune  the  only  public  carriers  were  the  steam 
and  canal  boats,  and  tim-e  conveyed  the  party 
only  a small  portion  of  the  way.  Before  the 
journey  was  over,  Mr.  B«  • rs  had  gained  so  much 
strength  that  he  seldom  had  occasion  to  ride  his 
horse.  From  Michigan  City,  lnd.,  he  crossed 
Lake  Michigan  to  Chicago  in  a sailing  vessel,  and 
upon  arriving  at  the  latter  city  he  soon  embarked 
in  the  hardware  business  with  Jabez  K.  Bots- 
ford  twho  was  also  from  Newtown,  Conn.),  the 
turn  name  being  Botsfc  rd  A*  Brers,  and  their 
place  of  business  on  the  corner  of  Lake  and 
Bearborn  streets.  In  the  business  they  contin- 
ued many  years,  and  Mr.  Beers  subsequently  en- 
gaged in  stock  raising  on  a large  scale,  on  a farm 
located  near  the  present  site  of  the  stock  yards, 
Chicago.  He  was  mu  i c csful  in  his  business  en- 
terprises, but  lost  heavily  by  the  panic  of  1857 
and  the  great  fire  of  1871.  Shortly  before  his 
death  he  contemplated  moving  to  Kansas  to 
engage  in  stock  raising. 

In  i8t8  Mr.  Beers  visited  Newtown,  Conn., 

‘ 62 


and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Mary  Curtis 
(daughter  of  Gould  Curtis),  who  died  October  8, 
1869  To  this  union  were  born  one  son,  Charles 
G.  Beers,  and  two  daughters,  Mary  C.  (Mrs.  0. 
C.  Foster!  and  Rissa  J.  (Mrs.  Augustus  Warner). 
Mr.  Beers  died  February  25,  1878,  of  pneu- 
monia He  was  a man  of  excellent  habits  and 
good  business  qualities,  and  surrounded  himself 
with  a large  circle  of  friends.  He  was  a gentle- 
man ol  hue  presence  and  stalwart  frame,  being 
over  six  leet  in  height,  and  up  to  the  day  of  his 
last  illness  enjoyed  excellent  health.  In  early 
days  he  look  considerable  interest  in  politics  as 
an  Old-time  Whig,  and  at  one  time  he  served  as 
ahh-i man  of  the  First  ward  in  Chicago.  He  was 
a member  of  the  "Fire  Kings"  (No.  1)  of  the 
Chicago  volunteer  fire  department;  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  at  the 
time  of  its  first  organization  in  1848;  in  1857  he 
was  president  of  the  Mercantile  Mutual  Insur- 
ance Company,  which  was  organized  in  1855.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  a member  and  liberal  sup- 
porter of  the  Fpiscopal  Church,  and  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  Trinity  Church,  Chicago,  which 
many  years  ago  stood  on  Madison  street,  between 
Clark  and  LaSalle,  where  the  " Brevoort  House" 
now  stands.  In  1855  he  deeded  two  lots  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Bishop's  Church.  These  lots 
were  deeded  to  the  Church,  the  consideration 
be  ing  that  the  Bishop  was  to  build  a church  or 
the  lots  to  revert  to  the  donor;  hut  the  church 
was  never  built,  and  Mr.  Beers  gave  $6,000  to 
the  B ishop  to  clear  the  title  so  he  could  sell 
the  same. 


EBENKZFR  BEERS  (2)  (deceased)  was  de- 
sc  ended  from  Anthony  Beers,  through  Johri, 
Samuel,  Nathan  and  Ebenezer(l).  [See  Beers 
( leiiralogv.] 

Mr.  Beers  was  born  April  17,  1787,  in  Zoar 
I)i«irict,  of  the  town  of  Newtown,  and  became 
a successful  farmer  there,  while  he  also  devoted 
much  of  his  time  to  the  manufacture  of  ploughs, 
with  which  he  supplied  most  of  the  neighboring 
farmers  He  had  quite  an  extensive  practice  in 
what  was  then  called  "pulling  teeth,”  but  he 
never  claimed  the  art  of  doing  it  without  pain. 
Like  all  of  his  family,  he  was  an  excellent  citi- 
;en.  and  for  many  years  he  was  an  active  worker 
in  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  of  Newtown,  his 
fine  musical  gifts  making  him  a valued  member 
of  the  choir.  He  died  October  25,  1856,  and 
his  wife.  Phcbe,  daughter  of  Moses  Botsford,  a 
native  of  the  same  town,  born  November  29, 
1787,  died  August  28,  1850.  They  had  six  sons; 
I.  John  Beers,  born  August  6,  1809,  married 
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November  iS,  183c,  Roxy  Ann,  daughter  of 
Silas  N.  Glover,  and  had  children:  (i)  Mary 
Jane  married  Charles  Edson  Blakeman;  their 
children  were  Austin  B.  (now  a successful  mer-  1 
chant  at  Botsford’s,  Conn.),  Julia  E.  (deceased),  | 
Ida  A.  (deceased),  and  Charlotte  E.  (now  Mrs.  1 
William  Ives).  (2)  Sarah  .Maria,  who  died  in  t S70,  1 
married  Lamson  B.  Lake;  their  children  were  1 
Caroline  L.  (now  Mrs.  Frank  A.  Mallett),  Frede-  i 
rick  B.  (deceased),  and  Catharine  A.  (now  Mrs. 
William  Johnson).  (3)  John  Glover  died  young. 
(4)  Angeline  Eliza  and  (5)  Caroline  Eliza 
(twins)  married,  the  former  William  H.  Beers,  | 
whose  children  were  Sarah  E.  (now  Mrs.  M. 
Botsford),  Robert  W.  and  John;  Caroline  Eliza  | 
married  Robert  Wilbur  Burritt,  whose  children  | 
were  Minnie  E.,  Ina  L. , William  J.  (deceased),  1 
Robert  W.  and  Ida  May.  (6)  James  M.  is  a res- 
ident of  New  Haven.  He  married  Emily  J.,  - 
daughter  of  William  Beach,  and  their  children  I 
were  Ernest  B.  mow  holding  a responsible  posi-  I 
tion  in  the  service  of  the  Consolidated  Railroad  1 
Company),  and  Emily  F.  (deceased).  John  1 
Beers,  the  father  of  these  children,  died  October  j 
30,  1888.  and  his  wile  passed  away  January  2 1 , I 
1881.  He  was  a farmer  throughout  lile,  and  re-  1 
sided  in  Toddy  Hill  District.  He  was  quite  a I 
mechanical  genius,  was  very  handy  with  tools,  ' 
and  made  sleighs,  wagons,  etc.  He  attended  1 
the  Episcopal  Church,  was  a Democrat  in  his  | 
political  views,  and  a good  citizen.  1 

II.  James  B.  Beers,  born  October  16,  1811,  1 
went,  in  1835,  to  Berlin,  Md.,  where  three  of  his 
children — (ij  John  C.  (deceased),  (2)  Albert  (de-  I 
ceased),  and  (3)  Frederick  W. — were  born;  (4)  i 
Ann  Eliza  was  born,  in  1848,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  i 
Y.,  to  which  city  the  father  removed  in  1 845,  and 
where  at  one  time  he  dealt  in  gold  pens  and  jew- 
elry. After  that  he  was  for  many  years  en- 
gaged as  a publisher  in  company  with  his  son, 
John  C.  His  wile,  to  whom  he  was  married 
August  30,  1835,  was  Huldah,  daughter  of  James 
Clark,  who  died  February  28,  1893.  James  B. 
Beers  and  William  Prindle,  of  Newtown,  are 
probably  now  the  only  survivors  of  the  old  New- 
town band,  consisting  of  eighteen  members,  or- 
ganized in  1833.  Mr.  Beers  played  the  flute 
and  Mr.  Prindle  the  bass  horn,  which  instrument 
is  now  in  the  cabinet  of  Charles  Henry  Peck,  of 
Newtown.  John  C.  Beers,  alluded  to  above, 
died  May  30,  1883.  He  was  possessed  of  a 
genial,  companionable  nature  that  ensured  him 
friendship  and  confidence  wherever  he  was 
known.  He  married.  October  12,  1859,  Mari- 
etta, daughter  of  Lemuel  Beers,  of  Newtown, 
and  their  childien  were:  James  L.,  Carrie  F. 
(Mrs.  John  M.  Otis,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.),  and 


Ella  L.  Frederick  W.  Beers  married,  Decem- 
ber 29,  )S63,  Angeline  E.,  daughter  of  R N. 
Hawley,  of  Newtown;  their  children  were:  Clar- 
ence H.,  Charles  A.,  Harriet  E.,  Howard  F. 
(deceased),  Robert  A.,  William  L.  (deceased), 
and  Herbert  N.  and  Helen  M.  (twins).  Clarence 
H.  married  Ada  M.  Winterburn,  and  is  an  Epis- 
copal clergyman  in  New  York  City;  Harriet  E. 
married  Ralph  W.  Murdock,  of  Oneonta,  N.  Y.; 
Robert  A.,  now  in  the  Mechanics  & Farmers 
Savings  Bank,  Bridgeport.  Conn.,  married  Mabel 
Bnker.  Herbert  and  Helen  reside  with  their 
parents  in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

III.  Charles  Henry  Beers  was  born  Novem- 
ber 5,  1813.  and  became  a successful  farmer  in 
Newtown.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Newtown,  and  in  early  life  taught  school  suc- 
cessfully. His  ingenuity  was  remarkable,  espe- 
cially in  mechanical  lines,  as  he  could  workwirb 
the  tools  of  any  trade  as  efficiently  as  one  who 
had  served  an  apprenticeship.  In  his  business 
methods  he  was  always  conservative,  and,  while 
he  fulfilled  his  duties  as  a citizen,  he  never  sought 
prominence  in  public  life.  Politically,  he  was 
first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and  in  relig- 
ious faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian,  being  a commu- 
nicant of  old  Trinity  Church  at  Newtown.  On 
May  8,  1836,  he  married  Mary  E.,  daughter  ol 
Silas  N.  Glover,  who  was  born  November 4.  5* 

and  died  September  13,  1882,  and  his  own  death 
occurred  March  5,  1892.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  one  daughter: 

( 1 ) Silas  N. , who  was  born  September  3, 183/ • 
died  May  12,  1873;  he  married  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Isaac  Nichols,  and  had  one  child,  Susan  L 
who  was  married  February  4,  1899,  to  Re'. 
Frederick  Foote  Johnson.  Silas  N.  Beers  was 
educated  in  Newtown,  and  when  quite  a young 
man  became  identified  as  a surveyor  with  map- 

I ping  firms,  which  profession  he  followed  lor  man) 

| years.  He  was  with  D.  J.  Lake  and  F.  W 

I Beers,  and  also  with  Beers,  Lake  & Beers. 

I The  latter  part  of  his  liie  was  given  to  farming. 

I though  he  gave  some  attention  to  the  study  0 
! architecture,  and  drew  the  plans  for  Tnmtv 
1 church,  as  well  as  for  several  houses  in  Ne»- 
1 town.  He  was  a resident  of  Mile  Hill,  Newtown 
(2)  Daniel  G.  Beers  was  born  October  >9- 
1 1841,  in  South  Center  District,  town  of  Nc"" 

! town,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
1 of  the  locality,  and  in  the  academy  at  Newtown. 

I then  conducted  by  J.  H.  French.  He  made  good 
use  of  his  opportunities,  gaining  a good,  praC 
1 tical  education,  and  on  leaving  school,  when 
! about  seventeen  years  old,  he  engaged  in  * e 
1 map  business,  going  first  with  his  brother,  Silas. 
! to  Western  New  York,  where  he  spent  two  or 
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three  month;-  For  «-everal  years  his  summers 
were  occupied  with  that  hue  of  work,  while  in 
winter  tie  taupht  sclinol  or  was  employed  in 
drainin'.  Jn  l S» > 5 he  formed  a partnership  with  1 
a Mr.  J’omeiov.  of  Roc Tester,  N.  Y..  under  ttie 
firm  name  of  Pomeroy  >V  Beers,  for  the  purpose  - 
of  publishing  an  atlas  of  Delaware.  and  for  three 
\<ars  thev  were  engaged  in  that  enterprise,  and 
a similar  one  tn  Pennsylvania.  On  the  dissolu- 
tion of  this  firm  Mr.  Peers  organized  the  firm  of 
1).  O.  peers  <fv  Co. . and  until  O>o  he  was  en-  1 
poped  m publishing  works  m diheient  localities 
under  that  title.  His  \entuns  met  with  uni- 
form mi<  ct 'w.  hut  in  1880  fie  turned  his  attention 
to  pla<  mp  upon  the  market  a foldmp  canopy  top 
for  w.ipi  ns.  patented  by  him,  and  he  has  since 
add'd  a profitable  buMiiess  in  trimrmnp  and  up- 
ho'strtmp  Not  wit  hstandmp  Ins  busim-ss  cates.  1 
he  has  found  tune  to  read  considerably,  and  is  a 1 
well- inhu  med  man.  while  he  has  never  lost  his 
early  fondness  for  mathematics.  }Je  is  inter- 
ested in  political  questions,  hemp  a stanch  Re- 
public an.  and  of  late  has  been  active  in  local 
affairs.  set  vine  for  some  tunc-  as  town  auditor.  ' 
and  for  fiftee  n years  as  membe  r of  the  school 
hoard  All  movements  lot  letotm  fmd  in  him  1 
an  taine«t  friend,  and  fie  is  a h-adinp  member  ol  > 
Trinity  lfpiM  opal  Cfiure  h.  in  whit  ft  he  has  served  - 
as  \estr\man  fern  twenty  ye  ars,  and  is  now  senior  1 
warden  anef  parish  clerk.  He  is  a member  of  1 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Newtown  Pavings  , 
Pank,  is  also  a trustee  of  Ne\vt<  wn  Academy,  l 
and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Newtown  Vil-  | 
Jape  C emetery  Association  I 

On  January  1,  1868,  Mr.  Peers  married  Miss  J 
< arnc  S Shepard,  dauphter  of  Kelson  Shepard,  ' 
of  Pie  11  >k field.  She  died  Aupust  9.  1 SOS,  and  on 
November  jy.  l870.be  married  Miss  Arabellas. 
Pitch,  dauphter  of  Rev.  Henry  Pitch,  of  New  ( 
Haven.  Pour  children  have  lumped  this  union: 
Jennie  P\,  Helen  M.,  Harry  C.  and  Bessie  L. 
Mr.  Peers  has  a beautiful  he>me«tea<J  of  fifty-five 
acres,  purrfiased.  in  1869.  from  John  R.  Tomlin- 
son, and  his  present  residence  was  built  in  1871, 
while  either  improvements,  added  from  time  to 
time,  make  it  one  ol  the  tmest  country  seats  in 
the  vicinity  of  Newtown. 

(?)  Mary  E.  Peers,  born  De  cember  28,  1853.  J 
married  Prederick  T.  Peehier,  and  resides  in 
Stamford.  Conn.  They  have  had  four  sons,  j 
Charles  H..  Robert  M.,  Arthur  L.  and  Leonard  j 
F.,  only  two  of  whom — Charles  H.  and  Robert  I 
M — are  now  living.  Their  dauphter?  were  Ella  I 
B..  Gertrude  S.  and  Alice  M..  the  hrst  two  of  | 
whom  are  now  living.  j 

IV.  David  H.  Beers  was  burn  January  l8, 
>817.  and  on  December  4,  11844,  was  married  to  I 


Lucy  Ann.  dauphter  of  Jonathan  Sturgis  Fairchild. 
Their  children  were:  (l)Emehne,  who  married 
Charles  Wheeler,  of  Danbury,  and  died  Febru- 
ary 5,  1 890,  le  aving  two  sons,  Pldwin  and  Clar- 
ence; (2  William  H.  (deceased);  and  (3)  Lucy 
A , now  Mrs.  Geeupe  p'.  Dunnunbe;  their  only 
child  is  a dauphter,  Julia,  who  lives  with  her  pa- 
rents in  Newtown.  The  father  died  November 
9.  1871.  The  mother  survives  and  makes  her 
borne  with  her  emly  surviving  child,  Mrs.  Lucy 
A.  Duncombt.  David  was  a ge>od  substantial 
fanner,  attended  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  in 
politics  was  a Republican. 

V.  Moses  B.  Beers,  born  January  7,  1819, 
married.  April  9.  1843,  Loraine  Curtis,  and  they 
made  their  Inane  in  Michigan,  hrst  in  Bortland, 
and  later  in  IKrsev.  where  he  died  July  9.  1877. 
He  was  a physician.  They  had  one  daughter, 
J’hehe,  who  married  J.  Selwin  Newland.  She 
died  about  1870,  leaving  one  son,  Albert. 

VI.  Horace  Peers  was  born  May  6,  1821, 

and  was  married  November  19,  1845,  10  Emily, 
dauphter  of  Abiel  Booth  Terrill.  He  made  his 
home  in  Brookfield,  where  he  was  prominent  in 
Church  work  and  in  local  politics.  He  was  lor 
years  senior  warden  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  a very  useful  man  in  tin*  com- 
munity. His  death  occurred  October  8.  1802. 
His  children  were:  (l)  Sophia  E.,  who  married 

William  J.  Kcllopg,  and  their  children  were 
Florence  L.  (Mrs.  ArthurS.  Mansfield,  of  Brook- 
field) and  Herbert  Beers;  (2)  Herbert  Booth  and 
(3!  PIdward  T.  were  drowned  Aupust  9,  1878; 
and  (4)  Frederick  Horace  married  Florence  A. 
Mapes,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  their  children  are 
Muriel  W.  and  Ha/el.  He  is  a very  enterprising 
and  successful  farmer  of  his  native  town,  Brook- 
field. 


The  Glover  family  alluded  to  in  the  forego- 
ing sketch  is  well  known  in  this  section.  Silas 
N.  Giover  was  a prominent  citizen  of  Newtown, 
and  carried  on  an  extensive  business  as  a dealer 
in  cattle.  His  lather  was  the  well-known  Rev. 
Solomon  Giover,  generally  called  ‘‘Capt.  Sol. 
Glover.’  and  his  grandfather  was  Henry  Glover, 
who  was  bom  in  1703.  Silas  N.  was  born  Sep- 
tember 30,  1783,  and  began  his  business  career 
as  a farmer  in  Brookfield,  but  removed  in  1830 
to  Newtown,  where  with  the  exception  of  two  or 
three  vears  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  died  May  12,  1869.  and  his  wife.  Nancy  Mor- 
ris, who  was  born  July  I,  1790,  died  in  1864. 
Their  children  were:  Roxy  A.,  born  September 
13,  1811,  who  married  John  Beers;  Eunice  M., 
born  July  24,  1813,  wife  of  Charles  Blackman; 
Mary  E.  (mother  of  Daniel  G.  Beers),  who  mar- 
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Charles  H.  Beers;  Betsey  A.,  born  September  16, 
1817,  who  married  Abel  Prindle;  Silas  N.,  born 
June  12,  1819,  who  died  in  childhood;  Daniel  B. , 
born  July  19,  1820,  who  died  young;  and  Nancy 
S.,  born  August  28,  1828,  who  married  James 
Henderson. 


child,  the  business  being  conducted  near  the  site 
of  Trinity  church,  Newtown.  Mr.  Beers  also 
spent  some  time  in  Stratford  and  Bridgeport,  and 
went  as  far  west  as  Chicago,  but  returned  to 
Newtown,  and,  by  fortunate  investments  and 
keen  business  perceptions,  acquired  a fortune. 
He  was  at  various  times  town  clerk  and  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  was  often  called  upon  to  settle 
estates.  Possessed  of  some  peculiarities  and  a 
strong  individuality,  he  was  just  and  exact  in 
business.  For  his  first  wife  be  married  Mrs. 
Maria  Glover,  widowed  mother  of  Henry  Beers 
Glover,  and  in  1871  he  wedded  Miss  Elizabeth 
Bostwick,  of  Bridgeport,  who  survives  him.  His 
second  wife  was  a daughter  of  Lyman  Bostwick, 
and  granddaughter  of  Elnathan  Bostwick,  both 
of  Monroe  township. 


WJ.  SMITH.  Fortune  comes  to  some 

men  by  slow  and  steady  accumulation. 

A few’  grasp  it  as  it  flies.  A brilliant  opportunity 
is  seen  by  one,  while  the  multitude  is  blind.  The 
occasion  requires  what  is  often  denominated 
nerve,  but  it  must  be  accompanied  bv  coolness, 
judgment,  foresight,  generosity,  and  a dozen 
splendid  attributes.  Meteoric  and  permanent 
successes  are  rare,  and  their  occurrence  deserves 
special  mention.  A more  unostentatious  citizen 
than  W.  J.  Smith  cannot  be  found  in  Green- 
wich, yet  the  number  of  his  real-estate  proper- 
ties exceeds  those  of  any  other  resident. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a poor  Irish 
emigrant,  who,  like  many  of  his  courageous 
countrymen,  left  the  land  of  his  birth  and  people, 
and  with  his  bride  crossed  the  ocean  to  seek 
here  a better  chance  ift  life.  Patrick  and  Cathe- 
rine (Doran)  Smith,  after  fifty  days  on  the  water, 

landed  at  Boston  with  a capital  of  pluck  and 
energy,  but  nothing  in  dollars  and  cents.  The 
father  engaged  in  common  labor  at  difierent 
places,  and  they  were  living  at  F.aston,  Penn- 
when  our  subject  was  born,  October  5. 
About  1854  he  removed  to  Greenwich,  where  be 
met  with  an  accidental  death  on  March  9. 
when  forty-seven  years  of  age.  While  carrying 
lumber  across  the  N.  Y.  & N.  H.  railroad  tracks, 
near  Greenwich,  to  a building  in  course  of  erec- 
tion, he  avoided  one  train,  but  the  be  aids  that 
he  was  carrying  were  struck  by  another,  passin? 
in  the  opposite  direction,  and  he  was  instantly 
killed.  His  wife  survived  him  several  years. 

I Both  are  buried  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  * 
Greenwich,  having  been  members  of  that  Churc  • 
Patrick  Smith  wa^  a Democrat  in  politics.  His 
industry,  aided  by  the  economy  of  his  wile,  na 
enabled  him  to  save  some  money,  which 


JK  BEL  BEERS,  known  as  “Major  Abe,”  was 
JmL  of  the  sixth  generation  from  Anthony  Beers, 
the  line  of  descent  being  through  John,  Samuel, 
Samuel  (2),  and  Simeon  [See  Beers  Genealogy]. 

Major  Beers,  born  September  1,  1777,  was  a 
farmer  and  quite  a large  landowner  of  New- 
town, his  residence  being  south  of  Newtown 
Centre.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
was  interested  in  public  affairs.  In  1827,  1831, 
and  1832,  his  name  appears  on  the  town  rec- 
ords as  selectman,  and  in  1830  as  a represent- 
ative in  the  State  Legislature.  In  September, 
1799,  he  was  married  to  Mary’  Beach,  daughter 
of  John  and  Phebe  (Curtis)  Beach,  and  their 
children  were:  Sylvia,  born  June  24,  1800, 

married  Sinclair  Toucey;  John  B.,  born  Sep- 
tember it,  1802,  died  March  3,  i860;  Isaac, 

born  March  io,  1 805,  died  May  20.  1890;  Charles 
C. , born  September  2,  1S08,  died  November  28, 
j 843 ; Mary,  born  April  10,  1811,  died  April  26, 
1S29;  Esther,  born  December  31,  1813,  died 
November  28,  1863;  Phebe,  born  August  4,  1816, 
died  in  1835;  Sarah,  born  September  6,  1819, 
died  in  1831;  and  Rebecca,  born  April  27,  1822, 
died  June  3,  1890.  Major  Abel  Beers  died  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1858. 

John  Beach  Beers,  the  eldest  son  of  “Major 
Abe”  Beers,  was  one  of  the  substantial  farmers 
of  Newtown,  a half  century  ago.  He  was  born 
September  1 1 , 1802,  and  died  at  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa,  March  3,  i860,  where  he  had  gone  some 
time  before.  He  attended  the  first  land  sale 
held  in  Council  Bluffs,  about  the  year  1851.  In 
1857  he  married  Eliza  Dunn,  by  whom  he  had 
one  daughter,  Sarah,  who  is  now  living  at  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  Iowa,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Rohrer,  former 
mayor  of  that  city.  Mr.  Beers  took  an  active 
part  in  public  affairs,  serving  as  selectman  back 
in  the  “thirties,”  and  in  1840  as  a represent- 
ative from  Newtown,  in  the  State  Legislature. 

Isaac  Beers,  mentioned  above,  received  a I 
common-school  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Newtown,  and,  possessing  a remarkable  mem- 
ory and  being  a great  reader,  became  a well- 
informed  man.  He  was  a comb  maker  in  early 
life,  having  learned  the  trade  at  the  request  of 
his  father,  although  he  wished  to  become  a law- 
yer or  merchant.  He  followed  his  trade  for  some 
wars,  associating  with  him  Mathew  H.  Fair- 
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invested  in  property  in  Greenwich.  They  had 
five  children:  Thomas.  \\\  J..  Mamie,  Catherine 
and  Patrick.  \V.  J.  hemp  the  sole  survivor.  i 

Our  subject  attended  the  schools  of  Green-  ' 
wich  during  his  bovho<>d  days,  and  remained  at 
home  with  his  widowed  mother  until  her  death,  i 
He  inherited  rate  mechanical  skill,  Gut  was  1 
never  apprenticed  to  any  trade.  In  November,  1 
1882.  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Duffy,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  daughter  of  John  Duffy,  and  i 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been  born  two  chil-  1 
dren,  Catherine  C.  and  Mamie,  both  living  at  • 
home.  Mr.  Smith  s prisent  residence,  in  Arch  > 
street,  is  a superb  home,  perfect  in  all  its  ap-  1 
pointments.  All  of  the  labor  employed  in  its  I 
construction  was  of  the  highest  mechanical  1 
order,  and  no  part  of  the  building  was  given  out  i 
at  contract;  all  of  t tie  fittmps  for  pltnnbinp  were  I 
selected  by  Mr.  Smitfi  and  adjusted  by  the  H.  > 
B.  Smith  Company;  the  decorators  were  Allen,  1 
Hall  & Co.,  of  Boston.  Mass.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I 
Smith  are  members  of  the*  Catholic  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a liberal  suj  porter.  In  politics  he 
is  a Democrat,  but  he  is  an  independent  voter  in  , 
the  selection  of  local  oftn  ers  In  his  younger  ' 
years  he  was  connected  with  the  Eagle  Baseball 
Club,  an  organization  quite  j>opnlar  and  well-  ■ 
known  in  its  day.  i 

In  his  earlier  t ears.  Mr.  Smith  had  some  ex- 
perience in  the  command  of  men  as  an  overseer  I 
of  various  kinds  of  work,  but  his  career  properly 
be p ms  in  1883,  when  Belle  Haven  was  being 
transformed  into  a beautiful  residence  district.  , 
He  had  charge  of  mm  h of  the  work  in  progress 
there,  superintending  the  construction  ol  many 
handsome  buildings,  and  he  gradually  branched 
out  in  the  business  for  himself,  and  as  an  i rid  1 - 1 
vidual  erected  many  of  the  best  homes  in  that 
legion,  among  other  structures  the  Bruce  Memo-  1 
rial  building  He  then  began  to  buy  property 
and  improve  it  for  himself.  Mr.  Smith  has,  ■ 
since  entering  the  bimmess.  built  more  homes,' 
for  himself  and  others,  than  anv  other  contractor  . 
in  Greenwich,  and  he  now  owns  more  residence 
properties  than  any  landed  proprietor  in  that  little 
city.  He  is  a man  wluwe  enterprise,  thrift  and 
successful  busiiuss  plans  have  not  only  been 
sources  of  much  pecuniary  gain  to  himself,  but  of 
inestimable  value  to  the  town.  He  has  given 
work  to  hundreds ; has  reduced,  by  big  expendi- 
tures. what  was  lo<  ked  upon  as  waste  property, 
making  money  for  himselt.  and  helping  to  beautify 
the  town;  has  built  on  his  own  account  elegant 
homes,  has  laid  out  e,t  ganl  estates,  and  then  sold 
them  to  wealthy  people  who  had  been  attracted 
to  the  place.  But  for  him.  the  localities  where 
are  now  these  beautiful  estates  would  have  re-  . 


drained  dismal  and  desolate  wastes.  His  success 
in  many  enterprises  might  be  ascribed  to  luck, 
but  his  plans  were  always  kept  to  himself,  and 
after  months  of  study  and  preparation  were 
quickly  launched — a sudden  success,  it  seemed, 
in  public  eyes.  He  founded  the  firm  of  Smith  & 
Maher,  and  built  the  dock  for  the  firm,  from 
which  he  subsequently  retired. 

In  all  his  transactions,  Mr.  Smith  is  his  own 
confidential  man,  and  in  the  extensive  work  he 
has  done  he  has  always  been  familiar  with  even 
the  smallest  detail,  his  mechanical  skill,  close 
observation  and  rare  judgment  being  of  great  use. 
He  can  judge,  with  equal  facility,  the  work  of 
the  man  with  pick  and  shovel  and  that  of  the 
fresco  artist.  With  his  great  success  he  remains 
as  approachable  as  when  the  goddess  of  fortune 
was  anayed  against  him.  He  has  helped  many 
a needy  one  with  work  when  his  services  could 
have  been  dispensed  with,  and  many  a needy 
home  has  been  the  recipient  of  his  generosity, 
which  he  would  be  more  apt  to  deny  than  to 
admit.  He  is  a man  whose  value  to  his  commu- 
nity can  be  estimated  only  when  he  is  gone.  Mr. 
Smith  is  at  present  as  active  as  ever  in  his  busi- 
ness as  contractor,  builder  and  real-estate  man, 
which  is  quite  extensive.  He  is  thoroughly  self- 
made,  and,  though  already  worth  a fortune,  he 
still  has  the  best  business  portion  of  his  life  before 
him. 


HENRY  BEERS,  son  of  Samuel  and  Anna  S. 

__  (Peck)  Beers,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born 
March  16,  1760,  daughter  of  Gideon  and  Abiah 
(Smith)  Peck,  was  born  April  13,  1792,  and  died 
November  19,  1864.  He  was  twice  married,  (first) 
to  Betsey,  only  daughter  of  josiah  and  Rebecca 
Glover  (who  died  November  4,  1835,  aged  forty- 
two  years),  and  (second)  to  Julia  Beers,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Beers.  Jr.;  she  was  horn  April  18, 
1803.  and  died  November  19.  1S64.  His  chil- 
dren were;  Julia  E.,  who  died  December  18, 
1846  or  ’47,  aged  three  years;  Booth  G. , who 
died  April  14.  1861,  aged  twentv-two;  and  Char- 
lotte. who  survives. 

Henry  Beers  was  for  nearly  fifty  years  an  act- 
ive and  prominent  merchant  in  Newtown,  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Baldwin  <ft  Beers.  He  was 
the  first  treasurer  of  the  boiough  of  Newtown 
on  its  incorporation  in  1824,  and  he  also  served 
as  selectman.  In  1855,  on  the  organization  of 
the  Niwtown  Savings  Bank,  he  was  made  its 
pi  evident,  and  for  years  was  identified  with  its 
affairs.  He  was  extensively  known  as  one  of 
tiie  largest  cattle  raisers  and  dealers  in  the  State, 
his  sales  during  the  Civil  war,  it  is  said,  netting 
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him  not  less  than  $10,000  a year.  In  politics  I ried  to  Olive  F.  Perkins,  daughter  of  William 
he  was  quite  active,  first  as  a Whig,  then  as  a i Curtis  Perkins,  of  Maine,  and  his  children  were: 
Republican.  I Caroline  Ryder,  Ella  Catherine,  Curtis  Perkins, 

Amariah  Beers,  son  of  Samuel  and  brother  of  ! Sarah  Dennis.  Charles  Lincoln  and  Harry  Grant. 
Henry  Beers,  died  March  6,  1865,  aged  seventy-  | (t)  Caroline  R.  was  married,  in  December,  1 879, 
one  years,  and  Betsey  Curtis  (his  wife),  who  was  1 to  William  Hermon  Beers,  of  Newtown,  Conn., 
born  November  14,  1795,  passed  away  April  25,  1 who  passed  away  June  22,  1882,  and  in  June. 
1858.  They  had  a son,  Henry  N.,  who  is  now  | 1894,  she  wedded  (second)  William  Samuel 
deceased.  Mr.  Beers,  who  was  a farmer,  re-  j Johnson,  of  Mamaroneck,  N.  Y.  By  her  first 
sided  below  Newtown  Centre.  He  was  identi-  1 marriage  she  had  two  children — William  Her- 
fied  with  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was  1 mon,  Jr.,  born  May  26,  1881,  in  Greensburg, 
an  officer,  while  in  his  political  views  he  was  a I Ind.,  and  Eloise  Gatelv.  born  November  5,  1882, 
Republican.  I in  Newtown,  Conn.  (2)  Ella  C.  was  married, 

j jn  December,  1878,  to  Maturin  Ballou,  of  North 

1 Orange,  Mass.  (3)  Curtis  P.  married,  in  April, 
T^\ENN1S  C.  GATELY,  who  for  a third  of  a j J893,  Miss  J.  Maud  Lewis,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y, 
XJy  century  or  more  was  a prominent  business  1 and  they  have  had  two  children — Doris  Curtis, 
man  of  Newtown,  identified  with  the  New  York  I born  March  19,  1894,  and  Lewis  Brown,  born 
Belting  & Packing  Company  at  Sandy  Hook,  I August  8,  1898.  (4)  Sarah  D.  was  married,  in 

was  born  in  Fox  bury,  Mass.,  August  12,  )8i6,  | April,  1 890,  to  John  Hallett  Clark,  of  New  Y ork 
in  the  same  house  in  which  General  Warren,  I City,  and  they  have  one  child — John  Hallett,  Jt., 
who  was  killed  at  Bunker  Hill,  was  born.  I born  December  24,  1892.  (5)  Charles  L.  is 

When  he  was  about  twelve  years  oi  age  | still  unmarried.  (6)  Harry  G.  was  married,  June 
Dennis  lost  his  father  by  death,  and,  the  mother  l 10,  1893,  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
being  left  with  a large  family,  he  was  taken  into  I Murray,  and  died  February  27,  1897,  in  Boston, 
the  family  of  Supply  C.  Twing,  a commission  I leaving  two  children — Grant,  born  September 
merchant  of  Boston,  with  whom  he  remained  | 27,  1894,  and  Olive  Perkins,  born  July  15,  >89,"- 
three  years.  Later  he  learned  the  trade  of  house- 
wright,  serving  until  twenty-one  with  the  firm 

of  James  Sinclair  Co.  In  1846  he  was  made  | TVLAKSLEE.  Ziba  Blakslee,  the  progen- 
the  superintendent  of  a small  rubber  factory  in  itor  of  the  familv  in  Newtown,  was  a jeweler 

Roxburv,  which  was  succeeded  by  the  Boston  1 in  Newtown  village  a hundred  vearsago,  to  which 
Belting  Company.  In  1856  he  retired  from  this  | place  he  came  from  Plymouth,  Conn.,  whena 
company,  and  was  placed  as  superintendent  of  j young  man. 

the  factory  of  the  New  York  Belting  & Packing  Mr.  Blakslee  is  said  to  have  been  a most 
Company  at  Sandy  Hook.  Subsequently  he  made  I skilled  workman  in  and  manufacturer^  all  kinds 
several  valuable  inventions  which  contributed  l of  jewelry.  His  advertisement  in  th e Farmer! 
largely  to  the  advantage  of  the  company  in  the  Journal , published  at  Danbury,  under  date  ol 
manufacture  of  their  goods.  In  July,  1884,  he  December  22,  1792,  shows  that  he  carried  on  at 
retired  from  active  business,  and  removed  to  1 the  head  of  the  street  in  Newtown  the  gold- 

Mamaroneck,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Gatelv’s  business  career,  i smith’s  business  in  all  of  its  branches,  cast  bells 

which  was  an  eminently  successful  one,  pave  1 for  churches,  made  and  repaired  surveyors'  u>* 
him  high  standing  in  commercial  circles,  and  struments,  church  clocks,  and  clocks  and  watches 
was  an  example  of  what  can  be  accomplished  < of  all  kinds.  He  gained  some  note  as  a story- 
by  thoroughness  and  persistent  attention  to  de-  i teller.  He  was  married  to  Mehitable  Botsford, 
tails.  These  were  his  characteristic  traits  from  1 who  died  May  12,  183S.  He  died  November  9- 
his  earliest  years,  for  whatever  he  did  was  well  i 1834.  Their  children  were: 
done,  finished,  and  properly  finished.  Socially,  (1)  Charles  Blakslee  was  born  in  1802.  at 

too,  he  was  highly  respected,  for  his  genial,  kind  I the  head  of  Newtown  village.  Along  in  the  first 
and  unassuming  manners,  and  a consideration  1 half  of  the  century  he  did  a thriving  business, 
for  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  won  for  1 making  clocks,  keys  and  other  small  brass  work, 

him  the  universal  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  I In  1840  he  was  a resident  of  Sandy  Hook  D|f' 

during  his  long  residence  in  his  adopted  town,  1 trict,  and  carried  on  his  business  in  a shop  near 

and.  in  every  relation  of  life,  an  unusually  aftec-  > the  Niantic  Mills.  He  married  Jane  Botsford. 

tionate  regard.  He  died  April  3,  1896,  of  inter-  and  died  at  Washington  City.  March  28,  i849- 

mittent  fever,  being  in  his  eightieth  year.  aged  forty-seven;  John  B.,  his  son,  died  Febru- 

_At  the  age  of  thirty- five  Mr.  Gatelv  was  mar-  1 arv  24,  1*833. 
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(2;  William  IV.akdee  wa«  burn  in  1793.  and 
followed  the  trade  of  his  father  —that  o)  a jew- 
eler In  an  early  day  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mu  , 
on  horseback  iand  there  Warned  the  jeweler's 
he-'tiess'.  returning  to  Connecticut  m the  same 
m aimer.  After  a residence  of  four  years  in  St. 
Louis,  Mr  Bakslee  returned  to  Newtownand 
took  Ins  father’s  hu'tness,  following  tt  until  he 
was  over  eighty  years  of  age.  Ins  place  of  busi- 
tiecs  being  on  tiie  north  end  of  Main  street.  He 
«»v  a man  of  good  natural  abihtv.  enterprising 
and  public-spirited,  but  not  at  ail  a public  man; 
lie  was  bronchi  up  in  the  faith  of  the  Congrega- 
tional ( hurcti.  and  In  "as  a merni>er  of  Iliiam 
Podge.  F.  \ A M lie  married  Chine,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Beach  l air  man  blie  (fieri  ( tetober 
30.  1SO2,  he  on  October  2 3 , 1 Their  nine 

childien  wert 

ta  |ames  I'.earh  Blak'-h  e was  born  April 
29.  1823  lie  inherited  nun  h of  Ins  fathers 
genius,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to 
bandy  Hook  to  work  with  li’*-  uncle  Charles,  a 
machinist.  When  t w ( nt  v - one  he  ca  tried  on  busi- 
ness for  himself  opposite  N, antic  Mills,  Later, 
in  company  with  a voui.eir  brother,  he  built  a 
laipe  foundry,  opposite  the  pre-ent  M.  L.  church, 
m which  they  carried  on  bm.nrss  until  1837, 
when  tlie  business  w,,s  < B •.«•«)  out  and  James 
went  to  Meriden,  Conn.,  remaining  a \ear.  boon 
after  he  removed  to  \»  vv  \ork.  and  with  his 
brother-in-law,  I).  b Hammond,  worked  at  the 
manufacturing  of  satchels  and  xaii'-es  from  1 802 
to  1872.  Then  he  bn  an  e inieie«ted  in  oil  wells 
in  J’ennsylvrmia,  lorn  «-d  a partnership  wit Ii  Ins 
brother-in-law,  John  C.  B<trs.  and  from  this  nu- 
cleus formed  an  important  industry.  Later  the 
firm  became  Blaksiec  Bros.,  comprising  James, 
Charles  and  William  William  died  years  ago, 
but  the  firm  remained  unchanged.  Their  base  of 
operations  was  ( 1 B b 7 and  had  been  at  Peters- 
burg, Penn.,  and  they  w ere  pumc  ers  in  oil  devel- 
opment. They  also  went  largely  into  the  manu- 
facturing of  appliances  for  working  wells.  James 
Blakslee  died  in  1887.  IBs  widow,  Susan  J., 
who  died  May  29,  1800.  was  a daughter  of  Lem- 
uel Beers.  Their  children  were:  Carrie  and 

Annie  B.,  both  deceased 

fb)  Eliza  Maria  BlaGuc.  born  February  19. 
>826.  married  Henry  Be  ers  C, lover,  and  had  chil- 
dren— Florence  S.  and  Mary  B.  (c)  Charles 
Fairman  Blakslee  was  born  beptember  24,  1827. 
His  early  life  was  parsed  in  Newtown,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  business. 
Later  he  became  a---  mated  with  his  brother  in 
the  oil  regions  of  Pt  nnsyivania  1 as  set  forth  in  the 
foregoing),  where  he  is  still  engaged  in  business, 
being  the  only  one  of  the  brothers  now  living. 


In  Pennsylvania,  he  married  Ella  M.  Hugus,  of 
Franklin,  that  btate,  and  they  have  two  children 
— Florence  Clover  and  Charles  Fairman.  (d) 
Sophia  Augusta  Blakslee.  born  February  26, 
1820.  married  Daniel  S.  Hammond,  of  New  York, 
yet  William  Ziba  Blakslee  was  born  December  7, 
183;.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
machinist.  Later  he  became  associated  with  his 
brothers  in  the  manufacturing  business  in  New- 
town, tlu-nce  in  1833  he  went  to  New  York,  and 
w as  there  suet  essfullv  engaged  in  business  until 
18(14,  when,  attracted  by  the  outlook  in  the  oil 
it  gums  ol  Pennsylvania,  he  located  at  Tarr  barm, 
w here  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  drill- 
ing tnoi.-.  In  1872  he  removed  to  Petersburg, 
Penn.,  and  lor  years  was  associated  in  business 
with  his  brothers,  as  set  forth  in  the  loregoing. 
Mr.  Blakslee  became  one  of  the  incorporators  of 
the  Antwerp  Pipe  Company,  a pioneer  in  the 
practical  transportation  of  oil  through  pipes.  He 
was  one  of  the  earliest  operators  in  the  produc- 
ing turn  of  Bradley  & Co.,  and  a stockholder  in 
the  Cmied  lines.  Mr.  Blakslee  married  Eliza 
Dmemarr.  and  at  his  death,  ]tilv  3,  1880,  left 
surviving  a widow  and  three  children.  (H  Mary 
Jane  Blakslee.  horn  July  20.  1831.  died  Mav  2, 
1834.  m iier  third  year,  (gi  Ceorge  Benjamin 
Blakslee  was  horn  July  19,  183(1.  and  died  Mav 
8,  i88(.‘  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  New- 
town. During  the  Civil  war  he  served  his  coun- 
trv  as  a member  of  Company  C.  23rd  Conn.  Voi. 
Inf.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  variously 
employed  in  Newtown.  He  did  not  marry,  (h) 
Mary  Jane  Blakslee,  born  January  18,  1839.  died 
single.  July  5.  1881.  (i)  barah  Grace  Blakslee, 

born  January  5.  1842,  married  bamuel  C.  Glover. 

(3  Sarah  Blakslee  married  a Mr.  Stebbins, 
and  they  both  died  in  early  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. 

(4  Augusta  Blakslee  married  Ziba  Blackman, 
and  had  children:  Sarah,  John.  Eliza,  Mary, 

Hattie,  Martha,  and  several  that  died  in  infancy. 


Jof-.L  Blakslee.  The  Blakslee  family  of  Ply- 
mouth. of  w hich  our  subject  was  a member,  de- 
s<  ended  from  Samuel  Blakslee.  who  was  a 
planter  in  Guilford.  Conn.,  in  1630.  but  who 
afterward  removed  to  New  Haven,  where  he 
died  m 1672.  His  grandson.  Moses  Blakslee, 
moved  from  New  Haven  to  Waterbury,  North- 
bury  (afterward  called  Plymouth),  about  1 739, 
and  settled  on  iand  previously  laid  out  by  him  on 
what  is  now  known  as  Town  Hill.  He  was  ap- 
pointed a deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church 
in  Plymouth  at  its  organization  in  1740,  and  was 
an  active  and  influential  member  of  same  and  of 
the  community.  From  him  Joel  Blakslee  de- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


934 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


scended  through  John,  born  in  1725;  Joel,  born  1 
1752;  and  Ransom,  born  1781.  Of  the  genera- 
tion on  the  stage  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  two  at  least  are  known  to  have  served 
in  the  Continental  army,  one  in  Capt.  Joseph 
Mansfield's  (of  Litchfield)  company  of  infantry, 
and  one  in  the  Light  Horse.  1 

✓ 

SvAMUEL  CURTIS  GLOVER,  a son  of  Wal- 

) ter  C.  Glover,  was  a farmer  in  Hanover 

District,  Newtown,  where  he  was  born  Decem- 
ber 29,  1831,  and  where  he  attended  school, 
completing  his  education,  however,  in  an  institu- 
tion away  from  home. 

In  his  early  life  Mr.  Glover  was  largely  in- 
terested in  stock,  buying  and  shipping  horses 
and  cattle  from  the  West  and  Canada  for  the 
local  markets,  in  which  line  he  was  at  one  time  as- 
sociated with  Fred  Wheeler.  In  connection  with 
this  business  Mr.  Glover  followed  farming.  He 
contracted  with  the  New  England  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  their  supply  of  meat  during  the  con- 
struction of  the  road  through  this  locality. 
Later  in  life,  owing  to  ill  health,  he  retired  from  1 
active  business.  He  was  a man  of  good  busi-  1 
ness  ability,  public-spirited,  and  was  successful  1 
in  his  undertakings.  He  was  a Democrat  in  his  I 
political  views,  yet,  properly  speaking,  he  was  not 
a public  man,  though  he  represented  Newtown 
in  the  Legislature  in  1865.  Socially,  he  was 
identified  with  Lodge  No.  1 8,  F.  & A.  M.,  at 
Sandy  Hook,  and  in  religious  faith  he  was  an 
Episcopalian. 

On  December  18,  1878,  Mr.  Glover  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  G.  BlaksJee,  who  was  born  January 
5,  1842,  a daughter  of  William  Blakslee.  and  a 
granddaughter  of  Ziba  and  Mehitabel  (Botsford) 
Blakslee.  To  this  marriage  was  born,  October  1 1 , 
1883,  a son,  Samuel  Curtis  Glover.  The  father 
died  July  5,  1890.  and  the  widow  and  son  now 
make  their  home  in  Newtown  village. 


itiTf  IL  L 1A  M E.  D1SBROW  (originally 
jf/jp  spelled  Disbrough).  a well-known  business 
man  of  Bridgeport,  and  a typical  American  ‘•hust- 
ler,” engaged  in  general  insurance  business  and 
as  pension  agent,  comes  of  an  old  and  honored 
family  of  Eastern  New  York.  The  Disbroughs 
are  still  well-known  residents  and  property  hold- 
ers of  the  town  of  Mamatoneck,  Westchester 
Co.,  N.  Y. , and  there  is  yet  standing,  on  the 
southern  part  of  the  house  lot  of  Henry  Dis- 
brough, the  identical  house  he  built  in  167;. 

B Meeker  Disbrow,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a resident  of  Brookfield,  Conn.,  and  a comb- 


maker  by  trade.  He  was  married,  in  Ridgefield, 
Conn.,  to  Julia  Whitlock,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Whitlock,  of  that  locality,  and  three  children 
were  born  to  them:  Henry  Selleck,  of  New 

Milford,  Conn,  (he  enlisted,  in  1861,  in  the 8th 
Conn.  V.  1.,  and  saw  service  at  the  front); David 
Burr,  who  is  deceased;  and  William  E.  The/a- 
ther  of  this  family  died  in  Brookfield,  in  1846, 
aged  thirty-five  years. 

William  E.  Disbrow  was  born  March  15, 
1844,  in  the  town  of  Brookfield,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn. , and  received  a liberal  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  both  Brookfield  and  New  Mil- 
ford, Conn.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  on  August 
11,1 862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  19th  Conn. 
V.  1.,  being  the  youngest  man  in  the  company. 
This  regiment  later  became  the  2nd  Conn.  Heavy 
Artillery,  and  participated  in  many  hotlv-con- 
tested  battles.  Mr.  Disbrow  was  with  his  com- 
pany in  all  its  engagements,  was  wounded  at 
Petersburg,  Va.,  and  was  mustered  out  at  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  when  the  war  ended.  Returning 
to  New  Milford,  he  remained  there  until  Octo- 
ber, 1866,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Bridgeport, 
where,  until  1870,  he  was  with  the  Spring  Perch 
Company.  He  then  commenced  in  the  insur- 
ance business — fire,  life  and  accident— -in  which 
he  has  established  a first-class  connection  and 
an  excellent  business  reputation. 

In  1890  Mr.  Disbrow  added  to  his  office  a 
United  States  pension  agency.  On  January 
23,  1867,  he  became  a member  of  Elias  Howe 
Post,  -G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  has  been  com- 
mander three  terms.  Under  Governor  Coffin 
I he  was  quartermaster-general  of  the  State  0, 

1 Connecticut.  In  )88o,  under  President  Hayes. 

I he  was  supervisor  of  census  for  Fairfield  and 
I Litchfield  counties.  For  a term  of  years  he 
1 was  deputy  United  States  marshal,  and  he  has 
: served  as  deputy  sheriff  of  Fairfield  county 
I He  has  held  the  office  of  registrar  of  voters, 

1 and  as  a Republican,  first,  last,  and  all  the  time- 
I he  has  been  State  committeeman,  also  a member 
1 of  the  county  committee,  and  has  always  been  a 
i hard  worker  in  the  interests  of  the  party.  ->0- 
1 ciallv,  he  has  been  master  of  Corinthian  Lodge 
1 F.  6c  A.  M.,  at  Bridgeport,  and  is  a Kmg  - 
Templar.  In  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  are 
I identified  with  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Bridge 
I P°rt. 

In  1878,  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  Mr.  Disbrow 
1 was  married  to  Miss  Lillie  J.  Robinson,  a e 
1 srendant  of  Dolly  Madison,  Robert  Trent  Paine‘ 

1 and  the  Wilders.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
i thiee  children,  to  wit;  Charles  Robinson, Li  >e 
| E.  and  Helen  J. 

Mr.  Disbrow,  as  already  intimated,  15  * 
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••hustler,"  and  the  different  offices  which  he  has 
held  from  time  to  time  have  been  filled  most  ^ 
cteditabiv.  while  the  same  shrewd  judgment  and 
energetic  management  which  have  won  him  suc- 
(c«  in  the  bu-mess  arena  have  been  devoted  to 
the  dnchatpe  of  his  official  duties 

. _ ' ' t 

AB!J  AH  Cl’KTIS,  son  of  Beniamin  and 
Elizabeth  (Birdsey)  C urtis,  was  born  Janu-  1 
ary  31.  1740.  He  married  Sarah  Birdsey.  and  j 
they  had  the  following  children:  (t)  John,  born 

in  1704.  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  John  and  ■ 
Fhebe  'Curtis)  Beach,  and  had  chibiu  n — ( arios 
G.,  Charles,  hn^-ell,  Lucy,  Betsey  and  Beach.  ■ 
(2)  Berramm,  born  in  1706.  died,  childless,  I 
February  20,  1823.  (3;  Abiiah  Birdsey,  born  in 

1772.  died  in  1837.  ) 

Major  Abiiah  Birdsey  Curtis  was  a threat  1 
(.pure  in  Newtown  history,  and  through  tradition 
the  youth  of  to-day  are  not  tit. acquainted  with  i 
his  pointed  i<  kes  and  quaint  expo '■‘■ions  He  1 
repeatedly  served  as  selectman,  and  was  protni-  1 
nent  in  public  affairs  generally.  He  was  a large  I 
landowner,  and  resided  in  the  old  red  house 
standmp  north  of  the  New  York  ft  New  England  I 
railroad,  mar  the  Sandy  Hook  dt  pot  Many  of 
these  who  are  yet  living  in  Newtown  ran  mall  ! 
the  Major's  favorite  drivinp  nap.  *•  Bess."  the  old  1 
pray  man  He  acquired  his  title,  it  is  said,  in  1 
service  in  the  war  of  1812.  There  is  a story  still  1 
told  of  him  in  his  military  career:  The  soldiers 

had  been  stealing  poultry  and  other  eatables  ) 
from  the  neighboring  farmers  during  a temporary  i 
armicti(e.  so  Major  Curtis  pot  his  men  into  line  > 
and  Had  them  a solid  lecture  on  the  enormity  1 
of  stealing,  winding  up  in  a tone  which  type  can  1 
not  ieprodv.ee*  “Boys,  it  s wicked  to  steal,  but  1 
if  you  do  steal,  you  mustn't  pet  ketched  at  it 
He  married,  in  1793,  Anna  Glover  Curtis,  and  ' 
had  children  - Marcia  (married  to  John  Beach).  1 
Horatio  N.,  Charlotte  (married  to  Nicholas  B.  1 
Lake  . Anna  1 married  to  Simeon  B.  Nichols;.  ! 
Joseph  b.,  Birdsev  G.  (married  to  Louise  1 
Ketchum  . Caroline  (married  to  Simeon  B. 
Peck  , and  Ira  Lawrence 

Ira  Lawrence  Curtis,  born  November  19, 
1813.  died  lanuary  t.  1843.  in  Newtown.  In 
1835  he  married  Marietta  Glover,  born  March 
27.  1814,  died  August  30.  1887.  She  was  the 
elder  daughter  of  John  Glover  by  bis  second 
wife.  Polly  Curtis.  Ira  L.  Curtis  and  his  wife 
had  two  daughters:  (l)  Elizabeth  married  Daniel  1 
Webber  Parker,  son  of  Woodbridge  and  Harriet  ! 
M.  (Thornton;  Parker,  and  had  the  following 
childten:  Cora  (Mrs.  Thomas  Jefferson  Leonard)  1 
and  Allred  Curtis  Parker  (who  married  (.ertrude  1 


Bowden,  and  has  one  daughter — Mabel):  (2) 
Juliette  married  Wmthrop  Alvin  Foote,  son  of 
Wmthiop  and  Cynthia  Childs  (Barlow)  Foote. 


Cl'KTIS.  There  resided  in  Nazing,  County  of 
Ls'-ex.  England,  two  brothers  — John  and 
William  Curtis  John  was  married  there,  on 
April  19.  tbio.  to  Elizabeth  Hutchins,  and  Will- 
iam, on  August  6.  1618.  to  Sarah  Elliott,  sister  of 
John  Elliott,  afterward  apostle  to  the  Indians. 
William  Curtis  and  wife  came  to  America,  and 
settled  in  Koxbury.  and  from  them  are  descended 
the  Courtises  of  Boston.  John  Curtis,  it  seems, 
died  in  England,  (or  Elizabeth,  his  widow,  came 
with  two  sons.  John  and  William  (2),  to  this 
country,  and  settled  at  Stratford,  Conn.  From 
these  are  descended  the  Newtown  Curtises  and 
other  families  of  the  name  in  Connecticut. 

The  earliest  mention  of  the  family  on  the 
town  records  in  Stratford  is  in  1652,  excepting 
the  entry  of  children’s  birth,  and  there  we  read: 
“Widow  Flizabeth  Curtis,  mother  of  John  and 
William. " 

William  Curtis  (2)  took  an  active  part  in 
public  and  military  affairs.  The  name  of  his 
first  wife  is  unknown.  Hts  second  wife,  whom 
he  married  after  >676.  was  Mrs.  Sarah  Good- 
rich. His  children,  all  by  his  first  wife,  were: 
Sarah,  Jonathan,  Joshua,  Abigail,  Daniel,  Eliza- 
beth, Ebenezer,  Zacharay  and  Josiah. 

Josiah  Curtis,  the  youngest  son  of  William 
Curtis,  and  the  ancestor  of  the  Newtown  Cur- 
tises. was  born  in  August,  1662.  He  married 
Abigail  Judson.  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(Porter)  Judson,  and  his  children  were:  Will- 

iam, born  September  22.  1693;  and  Ann,  born 
in  >697,  was  married,  in  1718,  to  Zachariah 
Booth,  and  died  childless.  The  mother  of  these 
died  in  i697,  and  the  father  married  Mary  Beach, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Peacock)  Beach. 
Of  their  eleven  children,  Benjamin,  born  Decem- 
ber 25.  1704,  Josiah.  born  January  6,  1702,  and 
Matthew,  born  in  December,  1 7 1 2 (says  Cothren,, 
“removed  from  Stratford  to  Newtown." 

Benjamin  Curtis,  sonof  Josiah  Curtis,  married, 
August  27,  1727,  Elizabeth  Birdsey.  daughter  of 
Abel  and  Comfort  (Wells)  Birdsey.  She  died  Feb- 
ruary 24,  1 773. aged  sixtv-six  years,  and  Mr.  Curtis 
married,  June  2.  1773,  Bathsheba  Ford.  His 
death  occurred  September  4,  1776.  His  chil- 
dren (all  by  his  first  wife)  were:  Nehemiah 
(1727-Match  20.  1804)  married  Martha  Clark; 
Phcebe  (born  17291  married  Daniel  Morehouse; 
Eunice  (1731)  married  Amos  Hard;  Elizabeth 
0733)  married  Capt.  John  Glover;  Benjamin 
(1735)  niarried  (first)  Phedima  Nichols,  (second; 
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Marv  Devine,  and  (third)  Phebe  Ferris;  Abel 
(1738-1767);  Abijah  (1740)  married  (first)  Sarah 
Birdsev:  Salmon  (1759-February  2,  1824);  and 
Sarah  married  Nirom  Hard. 

Matthew  Curtis,  son  of  Josiah  and  Mary  | 
fBeacb)  Curtis,  was  born  in  1712,  and  died  in  1 
1796,  aped  eighty  four  years.  He  married,  in  I 
173 ",  Phebe  Judson,  daughter  of  David  and  | 
Phebe  (Stiles)  Judson.  Their  children  were:  1 
Phebe.  born  in  1738;  David,  in  1744;  Matthew.  | 
in  1746:  Stiles,  in  1748;  Jonah,  in  1750;  Josiah,  | 
in  l/H:  and  Abraham,  in  1754.  The  mother  of  1 
these  children  were  born  February  9.  1717.  and  | 
died  September  18,  1758.  The  father  in  the 
following  year  married  Abigail  Thompson,  by  ' 
whom  he  had  one  son,  Gould  Curtis.  1 

Beniamin  Curtis,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Eliza-  | 
beth  ( Birdsey t Curtis,  had  by  his  first  wife,  Phe-  1 
dima  Nichols,  to  whom  he  was  married  Novem-  I 
her  23.  1758.  children  as  follows:  Philo,  born  1 

June  27,  1760;  a daughter  whose  name  is  not 
given,  born  December  16,  1761 ; Elizabeth  (Mrs. 
Peck),  born  September  21,  1766;  a daughter 
whose  name  is  not  given,  born  December  20, 
1769;  and  Benjamin,  born  September  10,  1772. 
The  mother  died  February  15,  1773.  and  in  1774 
the  father  married  Mary  Devine  (deVine).  To 
the  second  marriage  were  born  children  as  follows: 
Sarah,  born  November  24,  1775.  married  Julius 
Curtis;  Artemisia. born  May  5,t77S,married  Linus 
Sherman;  Aurelia,  born  November  3.  1780,  died 
April  23.  1796;  Alfred  Devine,  born  January  24, 
1783:  and  Epenetus,  born  October  4,  1786.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  August  23,  1795, 
and  on  May  6,  1801,  the  father  was  married  to 
Phebe  Ferris. 

Philo  Curtis,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Phedima 
(Nichols!  Curtis,  born  June  27,  1760,  married 
Huldah  Hubbell.  He  died  March  7,  181S,  aged 
fifty  -seven,  and  she  died  June  25,  1853.  in  her 
ninety-sixth  year.  Their  children  were:  Philo, 

Betty,  Carlos,  Huldah,  Julia,  Nichols  and  Phe- 
dima. 

Philo  Curtis  (deceased),  son  of  Philo  and  Hul- 
dah (Hubbell)  Curtis,  and  who  was  one  of  New- 
town's substantial  men  and  farmers  of  years  ago, 
was  born  in  Newtown,  in  1791,  and  died  in  1872; 
his  wife.  Sarah  Maria  (Birch),  was  born  in  1803, 
and  died  in  1893.  Their  children  were:  Jane, 

born  in  1829,  died  in  1862;  and  Cornelia,  who 
survives  Mr.  Curtis,  like  his  father  before  him, 
was  a school  teacher  in  his  early  years.  Among 
the  teachers  in  Sandy  Hook  District  in  early 
rears  of  this  century  we  note  the  name  of  Philo 
Curtis  as  having  taught  in  1814,  receiving  $18 
per  month  (or  his  services;  the  name  also  appears 
again  in  18  t 8 and  1819  for  the  teaching  of  which 


schools  he  was  paid  seventeen  and  sixteen  dollars 
respectively,  and  boarded  himself.  The  name  of 
Philo  Curtis,  Jr.,  appears  of  record  as  the  teacher 
in  1 8 16,  receiving  for  his  services  eighteen  dollars 
per  month.  Our  subject  is  said  to  have  been  a 
strict  disciplinarian.  He  always  took  a deep 
interest  in  school  affairs.  Mr.  Curtis,  too,  farmed 
as  well  as  he  taught.  The  old  farm  on  which  he 
resided  was  on  the  Bennett’s  Bridge  road,  beyond 
that  of  Benjamin  G.  Curtis.  Mr.  Curtis’  name 
appears  among  those  who  served  as  selectman  ol 
the  town.  He  was  a respected  and  esteemed 
citizen. 


S\AMUEL  B.  PECK,  who  died  at  Newtown 
')  July  15.  1S36,  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent men  of  his  time  in  that  locality.  He  was 
born  June  1 1,  tSoo,  a son  of  Levi  Peck,  who 
settled  in  Southbury,  Conn.,  where  he  died  Au-. 
gust  8,  1830  Levi  Peck  married  (first)  Mercy 

Peck,  daughter  of  Henry  Peck,  and  (second) 
wedded  Eunice  Erwin.  Levi  Peck  was  of  the 
fifth  generation  from  Joseph  Peck,  of  Milford, 
the  line  of  his  descent  being  through  Joseph  (of 
the  second  generation),  Ephraim,  and  Gideon 
Samuel  B.  Peck  in  the  morning  of  life  was 
| quite  a noted  school  teacher.  He  then  went 
1 into  merchandising  in  Sandy  Hook,  first  with 
l William  B.  Glover,  afterward  conducting  the 
I business  alone,  and  later  he  was  in  partnership 
' with  Dick  <Sr  Sanford,  in  a new  store.  In  11*39 
he  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature: 
also  served  the  town  as  a justice  of  the  peace. 
He  possessed  rare  judgment,  and  the  requisite 
make-up  for  a successful  man  of  affairs.  Tab 
and  broad  shouldered,  though  spare,  his  appear- 
ance and  character  commanded  respect.  He  was 
a leader  of  men.  one  to  whom  they  went  for  ad- 
vice, and  he  commanded  respect  and  admiration. 
Such  was  his  standing  in  the  community  that  he 
was  entrusted  with  the  settlement  of  many 
estates,  and  his  reputation  was  so  good  abroad 
that  some  time  before  his  death  he  had  been 
selected  bv  two  different  banks  for  their  presi- 
dency— one  in  Bridgeport,  at  the  head  of  which 
the  late  Munson  Hawley  was  for  years,  and  one 
in  New  York  City.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  several  banks,  including  one  at 
Bridgeport,  his  wise  counsel  establishing  it  on  ‘ 
firm  basis.  His  last  work  was  in  the  settling  up 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Pequonnock  Bank,  which 
failed  early  in  1850.  A few  weeks  before  his  death 
he  was  unanimously  called  to  the  presidency 
of  a bank  in  New  York.  Mr.  Peck’s  personality 
naturally  attracted  the  friendship  of  men  of 
ability  and  prominence,  and  he  delighted  toen 
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tertain  in  his  hospitable  home  those  kindred 
soul?  who  could  best  appreciate  his  own  worth,  1 
Gov.  Dutton.  of  Connecticut.  Charles  Chapman, 
and  many  other  leaders  in  business,  political  and 
social  lilt-,  having  been  his  gm-Os  When  hi« 
daughter,  Mis?  |ulia.  was  in  sr  hool  in  New  Haven, 
(>ov.  Dutton  called  upon  tier  and  invited  iier  to  | 
come  to  his  home  with  his  granddaughter,  her  ' 
classmate,  and  let  him  tell  tier  what  an  admir- 
able man  her  father  was  and  how  he  had  mourned  > 
his  loss 

S.  B.  Beck  was  married  to  Julia  E.  l ayer- 
watim,  of  Newtown,  and  the  ir  < hildren  were:  ' 
»>eori’C  1-1  . deceased;  Sarah  J . who  died  in  in- 
fancy; bdia  E . and  Edward  8 (irorge  B . who 
died  August  io,  187;,  marned  Mi<s  Emma  J. 

( larke.  daughter  of  \\  alter  < sum  (>ee  ( larke 
tarniiy  cketch  ] They  had  b >ur  childn n : Samuel 
(larke.  born  April  24.  I 8f>f>  dud  June  13,  1806, 
Waller  J oueev.  Mav  11.  1 S 7 1 . 1 u/abetli  Fayei- 
weather.  Octolier  12,  1872,  and  Sman  Emma. 
Mav  28.1874.  KdwardS  l‘<  1 k u a-  married  iri  1 877 
to  Mss  Lilbe  Ear  kill.  daiu-Mer  o|  I nomas  Eack- 
itt.  of  the  lain  of  ( .eorpe  l.a<  kilt  \ Sons,  whole- 
sale grocers  and  pork  packer*- » f Brooklyn.  N Y. 
She  ionics  of  an  old  Eni'leh  lamny,  and  her 
grandfather.  Thomas  Eaekitl  < .mu-  horn  Eng- 
land.  bringing  a large  fortum.  and  established  in 
Brooklyn  three  large  enterprises,  the  pork  park* 
mi'  and  grocery  business  rnentiomd  and  a fringe 
farlorx.  He  was  noted  lor  his  chanties,  and  his 
wile  was  especially  prominent  in  social  life.  Ed- 
ward S.  Beck  has  had  three  children:  Geoige 

baverweather.  who  diet!  in  i8;o,  aped  eleven 
months;  Edward  Stanley,  |i  . horn  in  1881;  and 
Ci ace  Eackitt.  horn  hi  188  . 

Mrs.  Julia  ( Fayerweathn  1 I ei  k died  June  2 6, 
1883.  aped  sixty-five  years  She  was  a descend*  1 
ant  of  Col.  John  Fa  vet  w cat  he  r.  who  was  killed  1 
in  the  *•  Battle  of  Long  Isl.ind  at  what  is  now  1 
called  “Battle  Bark,’  enclosed  in  Brospect  Bark, 
Brooklyn.  Capt.  Sarn  Fay  c-r  weather,  p teat-  gr  eat  - 
uncle  of  Mrs.  Samuel  B.  Beck,  w as  abo  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Long  Island  as  a lad  of  nineteen.  When 
the  war  of  )St2  came  on  he  insisted  upon  taking 
the  place  of  a son  who  had  lu  en  drafted,  and 
showed  notable  courage  and  boldness  throughout 
that  struggle.  He  died  at  bis  home  in  Stepney,  , 
Conn.,  and  on  his  deathbed  called  the  roll  of  his  ' 
old  company  and  fought  his  bait ies  all  over  again.  ’ 
H is  gtandson,  the  late  Daniel  } -ay  erweather.  was 
one  of  1 lie  contestants  under  the  famous  ••  Fair- 
weather  Will."  Mrs.  Peck's  father.  Curtis  Faver- 
weather,  a carriage  maker,  died  in  Easton.  Conn., 
about  1827.  aged  twenty-eight  ve  rs.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Johnson,  who  was  one  of  sixteen  chil- 
dren. twelve  boys  and  four  giris  The  boys  were 


named  alter  the  twelve  sons  of  the  Batriarch 
Jacob,  and  Beniamin,  the  youngest,  was  given  a 
double  portion  ” by  his  father  s will,  following 
the  Biblical  example.  Curtis  and  Sarah  (John- 
son ) ha vei  w rather  had  three  sons:  (l)  William, 

who  died  m 1840,  aged  twenty-one  years;  (2) 
John,  who  died  in  Balerson.  N.  J.,  leaving  one 
son,  Oakley,  a prominent  business  man,  now 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Ba>-saic  Rolling 
Mills,  in  Balerson,  with  an  office  at  No.  43  Broad- 
way, New  York  City;  (3)  Walter,  who  is  living 
m Danbury,  at  the  age  of  eightv-thiee,  and  has 
two  daughters 


JOSIAH  SANFORD,  who  was  a prominent 
br.Miie*-s  man  and  well-known  cit  i/en  of  New  - 
town  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  present 
rriiiun.  c ruled  from  Thomas  Sanford  |see 
genealogy  of  the  Sanford  family  elsewhere  in 
tins  volume]  through  Samuel  ( t ).  Samuel  (2), 
Samuel  ( 3 and  Samuel  (41 

Sami  i 1 Samokd,  of  the  fifth  generation,  had 
a shop  opposite  the  old  Sanford  homestead,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  spinning- 
wheels,  reels  and  looms  for  spinning  thread 
and  wi.ivmp  cloth,  carpets,  etc  He  was  suc- 
ceeded bv  his  son  ]osiah,  who  lollowi  d the  same 
business  until  1830,  when  he  entered  into  the 
manufacture  of  broadcloth,  cassimetes  and  sat- 
inets. m the  village  of  Sandy  Hook,  in  which  in- 
dustry he  remained,  extending  it  ftom  time  to 
time  until  some  time  in  1842.  Between  the 
years  1830  and  1S42  he  did  a very  heavy  busi- 
ness, which  led  to  the  building  up  of  a consider- 
able part  of  the  village  of  Sandy  Hook.  He 
elected  a huge  factory  there,  and  in  addition 
kept  a petu-ral  store;  also  bought  a large  tract  of 
land,  and  farmed  extensively.  He  was  a man 
of  great  force  of  character  and  originality.  On 
August  1816,  he  married  Polly,  daughter  of 
Capt.  F„nos  Johnson,  and  his  children,  eight  in 
number,  were  as  follows:  Edwin,  Julius.  Henry 

and  Frederick,  all  deceased;  Charlotte  (Mrs. 
George  B.  Wheeler),  born  January  6,  1828, 
li\es  m Howard,  S.  Dakota;  Maigarette  (Mrs. 
Albert  Northrop),  born  June  6,  1830,  lives  in 
Pittsburg.  Benn. ; Josiah,  born  January  26,  1836, 
lives  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Miss  Augusta,  born 
September  22,  1838,  lives  in  Pittsburg,  Penn. 
Our  subject  died  July  26,  1851.  He  was  a lead- 
ing member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  Newtown  Academy. 

Cai  t.  Jt  Lies  Sanford,  second  son  of  Josiah 
(above  1.  was  born  August  27,  )8to.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  he  went  to  Naugatuck  to 
learn  the  machinist's  trade  in  the  shops  of  War- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


988 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ner  & Isbel.  At  the  close  of  his  apprenticeship 
hereturned  to  Sandy  Hook,  and  there  learned 
the  hatter’s  trade  with  Moses  Parsons,  with  whom 
he  remained  several  years.  On  leaving  his  em- 
ploy he  commenced  the  manufacturing  of  hats  in 
the  same  village,  in  which  industry  he  continued 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, when  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  23d  Conn. 
V.  1.,  and  was  elected  captain  of  his  company. 
At  Brashear  City,  La.,  he  surrendered  to  a supe- 
rior force  of  the  enemy,  and  for  fourteen  months 
he  suffered  imprisonment  at  Camp  Ford,  near 
Tyler,  Texas.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Captain 
Sanford  made  his  home  in  New  Haven,  Conn., 
and  there  passed  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  No- 
vember I,  1879 

Capt.  Julius  Sanford  married  Miss  Mary  Par- 
sons. daughter  of  Moses  Parsons,  his  former  em- 
ployer, and  children  as  follows  were  born  to 
them:  Ellen  Louisa  (Mrs.  Sherwood  S.  Thomp- 

son), Katie  and  Gertrude.  In  politics  Captain 
Sanlord  was  first  a Whig,  later  a Republican; 
socially  he  was  affiliated  with  the  F.  & A.  M.; 
and  in  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian. 

Henry  Sankord,  third  son  of  Josiah  (above), 
was  born  in  Newtown,  June  2,  1822.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  was  placed  by  his  father  in  the 
general  store  of  Baldwin  & Beers,  with  whom  he 
remained  some  nine  years.  When  twenty-three 
years  old  he  purchased  a half-interest  in  the  store, 
in  time  became  sole  proprietor,  and  still  later 
purchased  the  grounds  and  buildings.  For  forty 
years  or  more  he  conducted  a large  business 
alone  or  with  others,  and  became  a very  success- 
ful and  prosperous  man.  He  was  enterprising 
and  public-spirited,  and  at  his  death  left  several 
monuments  to  his  enterprise  in  Newtown.  He 
was  largely  instrumental  in  building  the  pres- 
ent beautiful  Trinity  Episcopal  church  edifice,  of 
which  Church  he  was  for  years  a vestryman  and 
treasurer.  On  November  9.  1845,  he  married 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Cyrenius  H.  Booth, 
and  their  children  were  Anna  E.  and  Sarah  E. 
Henrv  Sanford,  the  father,  died  November  19, 
1882.' 

p re derick  Sanford,  fourth  son  of  Josiah, 
was  born  in  Newtown.  Conn.,  September  18, 
1825,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  commenced 
business  life.  After  some  time  spent  in  the 
south  and  West,  he  returned  to  Newtown  on  the 
death  of  bis  father  in  1851.  and  engaged  in  vari- 
ous business  vent  ures  In  1867  he  retired  from 
active  life,  and  made  his  home  once  more  at  the 
old  homestead,  where  lor  five  generations  the 
latnilv  had  lived,  and  there  he  died  of  apoplexy 
July  8,  1S99.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig  and 
Republican,  and  he  filled  many  town  offices  and 


other  positions  of  trust.  In  religious 
was  a member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  at 
Newtown,  of  which  he  at  one  time  served  as 
treasurer.  He  was  unmarried. 


F FRANCIS  HENRY  AUSTIN  was  born  in 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1827.  The  sudden 
death  of  his  father  led  his  mother  to  remove  with 
her  young  child  to  Fairfield,  Pickens  Co.,  Ala., 
where  her  relatives  resided,  having  settled  in  that 
locality  and  given  it  that  honored  name  in  re- 
membrance of  the  Connecticut  home.  Mr.  Aus- 
tin bore  the  full  name  of  his  father.  His  grand- 
father. Daniel  Austin,  was  of  French  descent. 
Another  ancestor  of  note  was  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Ogden,  the  “ fighting  parson”  of  Revolutionary 
faint.  Mr.  Austin  traced  his  maternal  ancestry 
through  the  Chappells  of  England,  one  of  whom 
was  William,  a tutor  of  John  Milton,  a position 
which  he  left  to  take  the  provostship  of  Dublin 
University.  He  came  to  this  country  in  com- 
pany with  Bishop  Berkley,  and  settled  in  New 
London. 

Francis  H.  Austin  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
his  Southern  home,  which  he  left  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  for  New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  shipping  and  grocery  trade  with 
marked  success,  remaining  there  for  several 
years  Later  he  removed  to  Danbury,  Conn., 
where  he  conducted  a general  mercantile  busi- 
ness for  more  than  twenty  years.  As  a mer- 
chant, he  was  watchful  of  commercial  markets, 
sagacious,  prudent,  and  possessed  of  good  judg- 
ment— qualities  which,  with  his  social  nature,  his 
strict  integrity,  and  his  unquestioned  credit, 
made  the  way  comparatively  easy  and  direct  to 
the  success  which  crowned  his  business  ventures. 

His  elder  sons,  having  become  familiar  with  his 
mercantile  habits  of  management,  succeeded  him 

in  the  business,  while  he  retired  from  commer- 
cial lile  to  rest  and  give  personal  direction  to  the 
improvement  and  development  of  the  real  estate 
of  which  he  had  become  possessed. 

During  his  residence  in  New  Haven,  Mr.  Aus- 
tin married  Miss  ]ane  L.  Hughes,  of  that  city, 
whose  mother,  Jane  (Beecher)  Hughes,  was  a 
diiert  descendant  of  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher,  of 
Litchfield,  Conn.  She  died  after  a briel  wedded 
lile.  leaving  one  son,  the  well-known  citizen, 
Willis  Henry  Austin.  A few  years  later.  Mr. 
I Austin  married  Miss  Adeline,  daughter  of  J04 
I and  Linda  Taylor,  of  Danbury,  and  sister  0 
j James  T.  Taylor.  On  her  father’s  side  she  was 
i a descendant  of  some  of  the  first  settlers  0 
! Windsor  and  Danbury,  Conn.  Through 

i mother,  Linda  (Adams),  she  was  a descendant 0 
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the  Adams  family,  who  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  cf  Massar husetts  and  Connecticut.  To 
this  union  were  horn  four  sons,  who  survive  their 
honored  mother:  Francis  Tailor,  Nelson  H 1 1 j s . 
Major  Clifford  and  Leonard  Adams;  they  are  to- 
day worthy  and  respected  citizens  in  the  business 
and  social  life  of  Ikmburv. 

A few  yt  ars  after  the  death  of  his  second 
wife,  Mr.  Austin  married  Mrs.  Henrietta  Stevens, 
widow  of  Henry  Heed  Stevens,  of  Danbury, 
and  daughter  of  William  Washburn.  and  a grand- 
dauphter  of  Lai  avette  Washburn,  of  Giowrs- 
vilie.  N.  Y.  Her  mother,  l.li/a  K.  (Blackman), 
was  the  dauphter  of  Dr.  J.  Blackman,  whose 
name  for  fifty  \<ars  has  been  ••  familiar  as  house- 
hold words"  on  various  proprietary  ami  medical 
preparations  well-known  to  the  public.  Her 
maternal  prandmothei.  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  Black- 
man. died  July  4.  1S85.  at  the  ape  of  seventy- 
eipht  \ t ars ; sfie  distinctly  reim  m fared  her  graml- 
f a t tier.  Jared  Bartholomew,  who  was  born  m 
France  in  175c,  and  durrnp  the  civil  and  relipious 
commotion  that  aeitated  the  country  in  after 
years  escaped  the  puillotme  bv  secret  flipht. 
Beinp  a perse. nal  friend  erf  LaFavette,  he  soupht 
his  aid  and  with  him  sailed  to  this  country,  bid- 
ding his  native  land  a sad  adieu  forever.  To 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Austin  and  Mrs.  Stevens 
one  son,  Frederick  \\  ..  was  born,  making  six 
sons,  who  have  all  it  ac  hed  the  ape  of  manhood 
and  survive  their  honored  father. 

Francis  H.  Austin  was  a prominent  and  act- 
ive member  of  the  F.piscopal  Church  and  a ves- 
tryman for  twenty-five  years  or  more.  His  ma- 
ture judgment  and  advice  were  soupht,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  various  working  committees  of 
the  Society  he  rendered  efficient  service;  he  was 
a liberal  supporter  of  the  Church  financially. 

In  political  lift,  Mr.  Austin's  convictions 
were  decided.  He  was  a constant  reader,  keep- 
ing well  informed  in  regard  to  the  public  move- 
ments of  the  day,  and  was  alert  and  liberal  to- 
ward any  measuies  intended  to  advance  t He 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  town.  He  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Union  Savings 
Bank,  and  a director  to  within  one  year  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  March  27,  1895.  and 
closed  the  cart  er  of  one  of  Danbury  s best- 
known  and  esteemed  citizens. 


Rev.  newton  e.  marble,  d.  d.,  who 

for  twenty-one  years  was  the  beloved  pas- 
tor of  Trinity  Parish. at  Newtown.  Fairfield  county, 
was  born  September  1,  1808,  at  Bradford,  Mass., 
the  eldest  of  six  childien — five  brothers  and  one 
sister. 


At  his  father's  home  he  spent  the  years  of  his 
1 boyhood,  faithfully  discharging  his  varied  round 
of  duties  upon  the  farm,  and  improving  what 
time  and  opportunities  he  had  for  study.  He 
was  fitted  for  college  in  the  academy  of  his  na- 
tive town  tinder  the  tuition  of  the  celebrated 
mathematician,  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  and  was 
, graduated  with  honors  from  Dartmouth  College, 
in  New  Hampshire.  His  early  preferences  were 
for  the  law,  which  he  studied  in  connection  with 
tear  fiinp.  He  taught  at  Hampton.  N.  H.,  and 
at  Dover.  N.  H..  in  Franklin  Academy.  In  1838 
he  was  appointed  professor  of  mathematics  and 
natural  philosophy  in  the  collegiate  institute, 
J ett  r*d>urg.  Ya.  In  1839  he  was  confirmed  in 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Petersburg,  Va.,  by  Bishop 
Mooit.  In  1S40  he  was  elected  principal  of  the 
Petersburg  Classical  Institute.  He  had  up  to 
this  time  vigorously  prosecuted  his  law  studies; 
but  God  had  a higher  work  for  him  to  do.  His 
convictions  of  duty,  his  earnestness  of  purpose, 
and  the  sincerity  and  consistency  of  his  Christian 
character,  caused  him  to  relinquish  the  study  of 
law  and  prepare  for  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
He  accordingly  resigned  his  position  in  August, 
1840.  and  a few  days  thereafter  received  from 
Bishop  Morris  letters  transferring  him  as  a candi- 
date for  orders  to  the  Eastern  Diocese.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1840,  he  entered  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York,  where  he 
studied  Divinity  one  year,  completing  his  course 
at  Philadelphia,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Holy 
Order  of  Deacons  by  Bishop  Eastburn  in  Trinity 
■ Church,  Boston,  September  7,  1843.  He 

preached  his  first  sermon  in  Trinity  Church, 
Bridgewater,  Mass.,  September  17,  1843.  In 
December,  1844,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Order 
1 of  the  Priesthood  by  Bishop  Eastburn.  in  Trinity 
Church,  Boston,  and  at  once  entered  upon  his 
ministerial  work,  which  he  prosecuted  with  untir- 
ing devotion  and  fidelity  until  compelled  by  in- 
hrinities  that  could  not  be  overcome  to  retire  to 
; private  life. 

His  first  charge  was  at  Trinity  Church,  Bridge- 
water,  Mass.,  then  for  a short  time  at  Christ 
Church.  Salmon  Falls,  Somersworth,  N.  H. 

! Resigning  the  latter  charge  March  1,  1846,  he 
became  principal  of  the  Classical  School  at 
Taunton,  Mass.,  holding  the  same  for  two  years, 
continuing  at  the  same  time  his  ministerial  work. 
In  February,  1848,  he  resigned  his  office  as  prin- 
cipal of  the  school  at  Taunton,  and  accepted  a 
call  to  the  rectorship  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Con- 
or rd,  N.  H.,  which  Church  he  served  until  April  1, 
1857.  On  August  to,  1854,  he  received  the  hon- 
orary degree  of  D.  D.  from  Norwich  University, 
Vermont.  On  August  I,  1855,  he  waS  chosen 
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chaplain  of  the  New  Hampshire  Legislature.  On  j 
October  1,  1855,  he  was  elected  chaplain  for  1 
Concord  Insane  Asylum.  In  1855,  he  was  very  1 
active  in  founding  St.  Paul’s  School,  Concord,  N.  1 
H.  He  accepted  a call  to  Trinity  Parish,  New-  I 
town,  Conn.,  began  his  work  there  April  5,  1857, 
and  remained  in  charge  tor  twenty-one  years  and  1 
five  months,  his  resignation  taking  effect  Septem-  i 
ber  i,  1 S/S,  occasioned  by  infirmities,  having 
suffered  greatly  from  rheumatic  difficulties.  1 
■*  His  beautiful  Christian  life  has  been  to  the  1 
Church  and  to  all  who  knew  him  a benediction.  ■ 
Truly  may  it  be  said  of  him,  he  was  in  its  broad- 
est sense  one  of  Christ's  servants,  who  in  doing  1 
his  most  noble  work,  practiced  self-denial  and  1 
endured  even  unto  the  end;  daily  showing  that  1 
he  was  actuated  by  that  spirit  that  enables  one  : 
not  to  count  his  life  dear,  if  by  any  means  he  I 
might  aid  in  extending  Christ’s  Kingdom  and,  by 
Cod’s  blessing,  save  souls  tor  whom  he  died.”  1 
His  death  occurred  at  Newtown,  September  28,  I 
1881.  I 

Doctor  Marble  was  twice  married,  the  first  • 
time  April  6,  1847,  to  the  daughter  of  Hon.  Asa 
Freeman,  of  Dover,  N.  H.,  to  which  union  three 
children— two  sons  and  one  daughter — were  born.  I 
Of  these,  Frances  Atkinson  only  survives.  The 
wife  and  mother  passed  away  September  6,  1854.  I 
and  in  June.  1857,  Doctor  Marble  was  married  ! 
to  Miss  Marv  Gillis,  of  Wilmington.  Mass.,  1 
daughter  of  josiah  and  Mary  (Stark)  Gillis.  To  I 
this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely:  i 
Frederick  Parker,  and  Mary  Gillis,  who  died  I 
March  29,  1874.  On  a tablet,  beautiful  in  de-  I 
sign,  which  adorns  the  walls  of  the  church,  is  this  I 
inscription,  composed  by  Bishop  Williams:  I 

Sacred  to  the-  memory  of  the  Rev.  Newton  E.  Marble,  ! 
D.  D.  For  twentv -one  years  the  faithful  and  beloved  Rector 
of  this  Parish.  Tins  Church,  erected  during  his  rectorship,  I 
stands  as  his  monument;  but  a nobler  and  more  enduring 
one  will  be  found  in  1 lie  souls  he  won  to  Christ.  Horn  Hep-  1 
tember  1, 1 80S.  He  slept  in  Jesus  September  28,  1881,  hav-  I 
ing  lived  on  earth  seventy-three  years.  j 


MERMON  PECK  (deceased),  son  of  Dan  1 
Peck,  of  the  sixth  generation  from  Joseph  1 
Peck,  of  Milford  [see  “Connecticut  Peeks”),  his  [ 
line  of  descent  being  through  John,  Joseph,  1 
Moses  and  Dan.  I 

Hermon  Peck  was  born  October  24,  1S05,  I 
and  married  Maria  Hawley.  They  had  children:  I 
(1)  Edward  Hezekiah  Booth,  deceased  October  I 
10,  183S,  aged  three  years.  (2)  Sylvia  M.,  who  1 
married  E.  T.  Clarke,  November  5,  1848,  and  I 
died  May  4.  1889.  (3)  Edward  Booth,  deceased  . 

February  l,  1859.  (4^  Elizabeth,  who  married 

J.  A.  Morris,  November  4,  1865,  and  has  one  I 


daughter,  Annie  J.  (5)  Hermon  H.,  who  if 
more  fully  spoken  of  farther  on.  In  his  earlier 
years,  and  at  a time  when  comb-making  was  one 
of  the  leading  industries  of  Newtown,  Mr.  Peck 
followed  that  occupation;  later,  he  was  engaged 
in  farming.  He  was  a zealous  member  of  Trin- 
ity Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was  warder, 
for  sixteen  years.  In  his  political  affiliations  he 
was  a Whig,  and  he  was  held  in  high  esteem  b 
the  community.  His  death  occurred  February 
13,  1872;  his  widow'  survives,  now  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-two  years. 

Hermon  H.  Peck,  son  of  Hermon,  resides  at 
the  old  homestead.  He  was  born  in  1846,  in 
Newtown,  and  was  there  educated,  attending 
the  academy  under  Beach  Hill  and  others.  Mr. 
Peck  is  a substantial  farmer  of  the  town,  and  at 
this  time  is  a director  of  the  Newtown  Fair  As- 
sociation, while  he  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of 
the  Grange.  In  religious  faith,  he  is  a member 
of  Trinity  Church,  in  which  he  is  a vestryman. 
Mr.  Peck  married  Emily  J.  French,  of  Easton, 
and  has  one  daughter.  Sylvia  Marion. 


W'ARNER.  John  Warner,  one  of  the  early 
_ settlers  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  wasa  soldier 
in  the  Pequot  war  of  1637,  and  received  a pen- 
sion for  his  services.  He  was  one  of  the  com- 
missioners sent  to  view  Mattatuck  (now  Watei- 
buryj.  Conn.  In  1649  he  married  Ann  Norton, 
a daughter  of  Thomas  Norton,  one  of  signers  of 
the  Guilford  Compact,  which  Compact,  historic- 
ally speaking,  is  second  only  to  that  of  the  “May- 
flower" in  interest.  He  settled  in  Farmington, 
and  there  died  in  1679.  His  children  were: 
Daniel,  John,  Thomas  and  Sarah. 

II.  John  Warner,  Jr. , was  a freeman  of 
Farmington  in  1669,  and  became  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  Waterbury,  Conn.  He 
died  at  Farmington,  while  on  a visit,  in  I7°7- 
His  children  were:  John,  Ephraim,  Robert. 
Ebenezer,  Lydia  and  Thomas.  Of  these,  Lydia 
married  Samuel  Bronson. 

III.  Dr.  Ephraim  Warner  (son  of  John,  Jr-1 
was  born  in  1670  in  Farmington,  and  went  with 
his  parents  in  boyhood  to  “ Mattatuck.”  He 
received  his  first  grant  of  land  on  January  H. 
1689-90  (on  the  northeast  corner  of  Willow  and 
Grove  streets),  built  a house,  and  resided  in  the 

town  until  in  1701.  He  lived  for  a time  at 
Bucks  Hill  and  at  Woodbury,  in  which  latter 
place  his  skill  as  a " practitioner  ” became  man- 
ilest,  although  there  is  no  evidence  that  he 
practiced  before  his  lemoval,  and  in  I7’4  j115 
former  townsmen  took  action  at  a town  meeting 
to  secure  his  return  to  Waterbury.  They  voted 
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in  Apn’i.  that  " to  encourage  Dr.  Ephraim 
Warner  to  come  an<l  ]i\e  with  us  the  town  grant 
him  the  use  o(  the  school  la  ml  (or  three  \ears." 
Tnev  aiso  voted  him  •'  ten  ai  res  m the  sequester." 
on  condition  that  he  remain  four  wars  He 
accepted  their  “can.  and  became  the  " phvsi- 
cau  ' o!  the  tout;  He  ar.iin  lected  Bin  ks 
H;!l  (or  his  residence,  and  as  the  Mars  passed  on 
his  sons  settled  around  him  and  lie  pave  them 
houses  and  lands.  In  t ~ \ S . or  earlier,  he  re- 
moved apain  into  the  \il.ape,  and  occupied  the 
northwest  corner  o(  took  and  < >ro\ e streets. 
Alter  his  ret  urn  to  Wateibury,  1>h  tor  Warner 
her  .one  one  oi  proimm  nt  no  n of  the  ti  wn.  He 
was  s,  iectman.  school  r ommitternian  and  tow  n 
collector.  He  was  sent  as  a dr  puty  to  the  General 
Court  in  1717.  1710.  i;.o  and  1722.  and  in  this 
last  mentioned  Mar  w.i*-  chosen  captain  of  the 
train-hand,  hemp  ttie  second  who  was  thus  dis- 
tinpuished  in  the  tow  n 

On  Aupust  16.  i'".:,  Doctor  Warner  was 

mattied  to  Esther,  dauptiter  of  ( >had>ah  Kic  haids, 
and  tne  of  llieir  seven  chiidten  were  horn  in 
Water hurv  helot c the  In.c t or  smumalto  Wood- 
hurt  He  tiled  Aueust  1,  17;-  His  chiidten. 
whi'se  names  we  have,  vv , u Lphraini,  Marparet, 
Hemamm,  John  and  ( > t >.«<!:.> i. 

III.  Kohert  Warner  ami  Ebcm/er  Warner 

Isons  of  John.  Jr  ).  isav-  ('othreri  . settled  in 
W oodhury.  Conn  Dr.  1. or  never  Warner  mar- 
ried. in  1704,  Martha  Chopin,  who  died  in  >745. 
He  died  April  23.  j 7 5 5 .t  otliien,  in  his  second 
edition  says  that  the  inscription  on  the  first  Dr. 
Ebenezer  Warner  s tombstone  reads:  •*  In 

memory  of  Ebt-m  zer  Warner,  Captain  and  Doc- 
tot.  He  deceased,  April  20.  1700,  aped  seven- 
ty-eipht  years  " Tl.tir  rhiidnn  were:  Eben- 

czer,  Martha.  Dr.  Hr  man. in.  Marparet,  Rebec- 
ca. Tamar,  Lydia,  Thomas.  Frances  and  Rachel. 

IV.  Dr.  Fphraim  Warner,  Jr.  Ison  of  Dr. 

Ephraim),  baptized  in  I < 3 . married  Eleanor 
Smith,  of  Faiminpton.  C onm,  and  settled  in 
Waterbury.  Their  children  were:  William, 

Abiiah,  Rebecca,  Epha,  Seth,  Seth  (2),  Eleanor 
and  Esther. 

IV.  Dr.  Benjamin  Warner  son  of  Dr.  Eben- 

ezer),  born  May  6,  1709,  married  Silenee  Hurd, 
in  1736;  she  died  November  15,  17S5.  Their 
children  were:  Hannah.  Dr.  Benjamin,  Jr., 

Daniel,  Col.  Seth  (of  Ivr-vr  lutnmary  lame). John, 
Dr.  Reuben,  Elijah.  A-ahel.  David  and  Tamar. 

V.  Dr.  Benjamin  Warner,  Jr.  (son  of  Dr. 

Beniamin),  born  in  Mat,  1739.  married  (first) 
Rebecca  Castle,  November  2,  t 76 1 , and  .second) 
Jemima  Chambers,  ol  Ni-wimvn.  Conn.,  and  had 
children:  Benjamin,  Alien,  Rebecca,  Silenee, 

and  Rhoda  (married  to  Ma lor  Abraha  m Bronson). 


V.  Dr.  William  Warner  (son  of  Ephraim, 
Jr.  1.  born  in  1740,  married,  in  1 "C2,  Mary 
Chambers,  of  Newtown.  He  died  about  1784 
on  Loup  Island,  N.  V.  Their  children  were: 

1 Austin.  Loretta  and  Hermon. 

Yl.  Hermon  Warner  (son  of  Dr.  William) 
was  horn  April  lO.  17^9.  in  Woodbury.  Conn. 
He  settled  m and  for  many  years  was  a promi- 
nent resident  ol  the  villape  of  Newtown,  Conn., 
where  he  enpaped  in  business  as  a saddler  and 
harness  maket.  He  was  a man  of  influence  in 
the  t omimimty.  and  at  one  time  held  the  office 
of  sheriff  of  I airfield  county,  while  he  was  also 
a<  live  in  rehpious  work,  bemp  a repnlar  attend- 
ant of  the  episcopal  Church.  He  died  January 
30.  1855.  in  Ins  eighty-sixth  year,  leaving  a large 
family  of  rhildien.  His  first  wife,  Rebecca, 
daughter  of  Silas  Camp,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ned  January  30,  1793,  was  born  April  28.  1 7 7 1 , 
and  died  May  2 1,  1815,  at  the  ape  of  forty-four 
Mars.  He  was  married  on  April  21.  1816.  to 
lus  second  w ife.  Deborah  Curtis,  born  March  19, 

, 1 7 Sr >.  daughter  of  Gould  Curtis;  she  died  No- 
vember 10.  1 Sot.  By  the  first  marriage  there  were 
ten  chiidten.  whose  names  with  dates  of  birth 
an-  as  follows:  Bennett,  November  1 5 , 1 793; 

William  Bennett,  July  15,  1796:  Harry,  October 
1 iti,  1708:  George,  June  21,  1801.  Abigail,  Au- 
, gust  2.  1803;  Mary,  December  22.  1 805 ; Charles 
C..  October  19,  1807;  Wooster,  July  24,  1809; 
Rel'ii  ca,  November  21,  1 8 1 1 ; and  Hermon,  Jr., 

S December  15,  1813.  By  the  second  union  there 
were  hve  sons:  David,  March  4.  1817:  John, 

1 November  l,  1 8 1 8 ; Curtis,  April  23.  1 820;  a son, 
who  died  in  April,  1823,  unnamed;  and  David 
C.,  born  March  30,  1830.  Of  these.  John  and 
j David  C.  are  now  residents  of  New  Haven,  Con- 
I necticut. 


HON.  CHARLES  CAMP  WARNER  (de- 
ceased). late  of  Newtown,  where  through 
; a long  lifetime  he  was  a conspicuous  figure,  was 
I born  October  19,  1807,  in  the  town,  and  there 
' died  July  24,  1885,  in  his  seventy-eighth  year. 

Judge  Warner  was  descended  Irorn  one  of  the 
1 old  Colonial  families  of  Connecticut,  being  of  the 
seventh  generation  from  John  Warner,  of  Hart- 
lord.  Conn.  The  line  of  descent  was  through 
( John,  Jr.,  Dr.  Ephraim,  Dr.  Ephraim,  Jr.,  Dr. 

1 William  and  Hermon.  [See  Wai ner  genealogy 
i above.] 

Judge  Warner  in  early  life  left  home  to  live 
with  his  uncle,  James  Bennett,  near  Bennett’s 
Bridge,  in  Wapping  District.  He  worked  on  a 
farm  at  first,  and  later  acquired  local  fame  as  a 
1 successful  school  teacher;  he  also  took  up  land 
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surveying.  For  many  years  he  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  retiring  some  twenty-five  years 
before  his  death.  His  sound  judgment  gave 
him  great  influence  among  all  classes  of  people. 
He  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  this  section,  and  was  long 
in  public  service.  Jn  1843.  1850.  1859  and  1870 
he  was  a representative  in  the  State  Legislature. 
He  served  as  judge  of  probate  from  i860  to  1877; 
as  selectman  six  terms  during  the  period  from 
1847  to  1853;  and  was  town  clerk  from  1863  to 
1870;  he  also  for  a time  was  a justice  of  the 
peace.  “His  popularity  was  such  that  he  al- 
ways led  his  ticket  at  an  election,  for  his  faithful- 
ness to  trust,  his  remarkable  probity,  and  his 
peaceful  disposition  made  every  one  his  friend, 
and  he  was  universally  respected."  In  business 
he  was  quite  successful,  while  his  extensive  legal 
reading  made  his  assistance  of  value  as  executor 
and  administrator  of  estates.  Like  all  of  his 
family,  he  took  much  interest  in  the  advance- 
ment of  religion,  and  was  a member  of  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church  of  Newtown.  On  November 
4,  1832,  he  married  Miss  Ann  Maria  Clarke,  born 
january  7,  1811,  daughter  of  James  and  Polly 
"(Sherman)  Clarke,  of  Z oar  District,  Newtown. 
[See  Clark  genealogy  in  sketch  of  Hon.  Robert 
A.  Clark.]  Mrs.  Warner  died  November  23, 
1875,  and  Judge  Warner  afterward  married 
Angeline  Twitchell,  who  survived  him.  His  chil- 
dren, all  born  to  the  first  marriage,  are: 

(1)  James  Houaht  Warner,  born  in  Wapping 
District,  town  of  Newtown.  November  6,  1835, 
was  for  many  veaTS  one  of  the  leading  merchants 
of  the  town.  He  was  identified  in  business  in 
Sandy  Hook,  either  as  clerk  or  partner,  for  nearly 
fifty  years,  during  which  period  his  record  as  a 
citizen  and  business  man  was  a most  honorable 
one.  In  1852  he  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  store 
in  which  he  became  a partner.  William  B.  Glover 
being  then  the  proprietor.  A few  years  later  he 
became  a member  of  the  firm  of  William  B. 
Glover  & Co.,  being  associated  with  Mr.  Glover 
and  his  son,  Smith  P.  Glover.  The  partnership 
lasted  about  six  years,  when  the  firm  of  Glover  & 
Warner  was  organized,  and  in  1881  Abel  F.  Clark 
took  an  interest  in  the  business,  the  firm  name 
being  Glover,  Warner  <?v  Clark.  On  the  retirement 
of  Mr.  Glover,  the  firm  became  Warner  & Clark, 
and  later  George  F.  Taylor  joined  and  caused  a 
further  change  to  Warner,  Clark  & Taylor.  After 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Clark,  some  years  ago,  the 
business  was  continued  under  the  style  of  War- 
ner. Tavlor  & Curtis  until  Mr.  Warner’s  death, 
which  occurred  January  3,  1899.  On  October 
in,  1863,  Mr.  Warner  married  Miss  Flora  J. 
Beers,  who  was  born  March  20,  1842,  a daugh- 


ter of  Hermon  and  Phebe  (Sherman  Beers 
fboth  now  deceased),  well  known  residents  of 
Newtown  in  their  day.  Six  children  have  blessed 
this  union:  Mary  S..  Howard  C.  (who  died  No- 

vember 26,  1886),  Paul  B.  (a  sketch  of  when 
follows),  Florence  A.,  Hobart  G.,  and  W:":an 
A.  (who  died  September  19.  1882).  The  fan::.) 
attend  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church.  Sandy Hoci, 
in  which  Mr.  Warner  held  the  office  of  senior 
w>arden  for  many  years.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  as  his  time  was  given  to  his  busi- 
ness interests,  he  never  took  an  active  part  in 
partisan  work,  although  as  a citizen  he  lolly 
sustained  the  reputation  of  the  family  for  public 
spirit  so  far  as  non-political  movements  were  con- 
cerned. 

Paul  B.  (above)  was  born  October  8,  1870, 
in  Sandy  Hook,  town  of  Newtown,  Connecticut 
He  graduated  from  the  Episcopal  Academy  of 
Connecticut  in  1887.  after  three  vearsof  study  in 
the  scientific  department,  and  afterward  studied 
one  year  (1888-89)  at  the  Yale  Law  Schoo>. 
In  the  fall  of  1889  he  commenced  clerking  for 
the  firm  of  Warner,  Clark  & Taylor,  of  Sandy 
Hook,  Conn.,  and  remained  with  them  until  the 
firm  was  changed  to  Warner.  Taylor  & Curtis, 
remaining  with  the  last  named  firm  until  May  1, 
1891.  On  June  I,  1 891 . he  left  for  Chicago,  and 
engaged  with  his  uncle,  Augustus  Warner,  in  the 
silverware  business,  in  which  occupation  he  still 

continues.  He  married,  January  8,  1896,  Anna 

Teresa,  daughter  of  Elliott  Foote  and  Anna  Au- 
gusta (nee  Way)  Driggs,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  One 
son,  born  December  12.  1896,  has  blessed  this 
union.  In  politics  Mr.  Warner  is  a Republican, 
in  religion  he  is  an  Episcopalian. 

(2)  Austin  Warner,  born  Septembers,  183;. 
in  Newtown,  was  here  reared  and  educated.  He 
clerked  a few  years  in  the  store  of  Edward  Starr 
in  Newtown  Centre,  and  in  1839  went  to  Vicks- 
burg, Miss.,  and  there  became  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, from  which  time  he  has  been  closely  iden- 
tified with  the  business  interests  of  that  city.  He 
is  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  Vicksburg,  be- 
ing senior  member  of  the  Warner  & SearlesCo., 
and  holds  various  positions  of  trust  and  respon- 
sibility. He  is  an  enterprising  and  public-spir- 
ited citizen,  and  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
the  South,  where  he  is  widely  and  favorably 
known.  In  1866  Mr.  Warner  was  married  to 
Miss  Belle  T.,  a daughter  of  Eli  M.  Lawrence, 
of  Vicksburg,  and  their  children  are:  C.  Law- 
rence, Jessie  C.,  Austin  M.,  and  Howards.  C. 
Lawrence  married  Miss  Harriet  P.  Glover,  daugh- 
ter of  Smith  P.  Glover,  and  they  have  one  son, 
| Lawrence  Glover. 

(3)  Augustus  Warner  was  born  August  to, 
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1839.  in  Newtown,  where  he  passed  his  boyhood,  1 
completing  his  education  at  New  Britain.  Conn.  ! 
In  1859  he  began  making  surveys  fur  county  < 
maps,  and  later  on  became  engaged  in  the  pub- 
lication of  maps,  atlases  and  local  histories.  In 
i860  he  located  in  Chicago,  his  partner  being  J. 
S.  Higgins,  of  Stepney.  Conn  In  the  following 
year  J.  Hobart  Beers,  a friend  of  his  boyhood, 
became  associated  with  him.  and  for  \ears  the  firm 
of  W arner  A'  Beers  was  one  of  the  substantial 
publishing  houses  in  its  line  in  ( Imago  During 
the  campaign  of  1876  he  published  the  Chicago 
C nurter,  a Democrat  datlv  newspaper,  and  in 
1878  he  retired  temporarily  from  active  business. 
In  1882  he  resumed  publishing,  and  in  1801  be- 
came engaged  in  the  mariu'.act ure  of  silverware 
m company  with  his  nephew.  P.  B Warner.  On 
January  15.  18S0.  Mr  Warner  was  married  to 
Miss  Rissa  J.,  daughter  of  ( vreimis  Beers,  and 
their  children  are-  Charles  t . born  December 
I.  1880.  and  h'awnond  C..  born  September  28. 

1 88  5. 

ELIJAH  SANFORD.  formerly  of  Newtown. 

was  born  in  1787.  the  son  of  John  and  Amy 
(Nortiirup’1  Sanford,  and  died  October  26.  1840. 
His  wife.  Abigail  Elizabeth.  daughter  of  josiah 
Tomlinson,  was  horn  October  29.  1789.  and 
died  February  3.  183:  Her  father.  Josiah 

Tomlinson,  was  of  the  httli  generation  in  descent 
from  Henry  Tomlinson,  through  Agur  and  /ach- 
ariah,  and  his  parents  were  t apt.  Beach  and 
Charity  ^Shelton)  Tomlinson  Bv  occupation 
he  was  a farmer,  and  his  old  house  m Newtown, 
about  two  miles  Itoin  /oar  Bridge,  is  still  stand- 
ing He  was  married,  lanuarv  7,  1773.  to  Anna, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Shelton,  a cousin  of  his 
mother.  She  died  in  M a v.  1 830.  and  hisdeath  oc- 
curred in  1841  To  Final]  and  Abigail  Elizabeth 
Sanford  three  children  were  born,  as  follows 
())  David,  born  August  1.  1806.  married 

Emily  A.,  daughter  of  Daar  and  Phebe  (At- 
water) Townsend,  of  New  Haven.  Conn.  Their 
rhildten  were:  John  T..  born  September  3, 

1832,  was  married  to  Hattie  Mills,  daughter  of 
Eaac  Mills:  William  1.  is  married  and  has  three 
rhildren;  Jane  E.,  born  March  8,  1836.  married 
Kev.  William  H.  Moon-:  Orace  S.  ; Juliet;  Julia, 
‘corn  May  3.  >844:  George  M..  born  December  18. 
1841;  and  Paul  J..  burn  October  ).  1846.  Only 
Haul  and  William  are  now  living.  David  San- 
ford figured  cpnte  prominently  in  public  affairs  in 
Newtown,  where  he  was  a citn.cn  of  worth  and 
usefulness.  He  was  a it  pu-entntive  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1845.  and  again  in  1858;  and  from 

ate  in  the  'fifties  until  the  time  of  his  death  he 
63 


served  as  selectman.  He  died  May  3.  1866,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  Emily  Augusta,  his 
wife,  died  February  6,  1875,  aged  sixty-four  years. 

(2)  Juliette  married  George,  son  of  Isaac 
Townsend,  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

1 3 Elizabeth  was  educated  in  Brooklyn  and 
New  Haven,  and  married  Edward  T.  H. 
Gilwon.  of  Boston.  Mass  , a descendant  of 
' a prominent  New  England  family.  Their 
Newtown  home  was  the  old  Elijah  Sanford 
place,  now  known  as  the  Gibson  place  and 
occupied  bv  the  family  of  the  late  J.  Hobart 
Warner  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmund  T.  H.  Gib- 
son were  born  children  as  follows.  E.  T.  H. 
and  C.  D.  T.  (twins),  the  former  of  whom  is  now 
' tieiiMiier  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railway  Com- 
pany. the  latter  with  the  Lancashire  Insurance 
( omp  tnv;  John  Cotton,  who  died  in  1 871;  Emily 
and  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy  in  1842; 

! William  Hamilton,  who  is  mentioned  below; 
1 Juliet  S..  wife  of  C.  M.  Noble,  son  of  Col.  Will- 
iam H Noble,  of  Bridgeport;  Henry  S.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in  New  York 
City  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Gibbon  A:  Wes- 
son. and  Hubert  T..  an  actor,  at  pit-sent  with 
Lincoln  J Carter,  in  Chicago.  William  H.  was 
bom  m the  old  homestead  where  his  mother  was 
born;  the  others  are  natives  of  Brooklyn,  New 
A ork. 

William  Hamilton  Gmsos.  who  died  in 
Washington.  Conn.,  his  countrv  home,  in  1896. 
was  one  of  New  towns  most  distinguished  sons, 
being  widelvknown  as  an  artist,  author,  lecturer 
and  naturalist.  His  interest  in  nature  gave  a trend 
to  Ins  literary  work  which  resulted  in  a number  of 
books  which  delight  all  lovers  of  out-door  life,  the 
cliutin  of  the  written  words  being  enhanced  by 
protusp  illustrations.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  engaged  in  compiling  a work  on  botany, 
in  which  English  terms  were  given  instead  of 
Latin  Chief  among  his  published  writings  are; 
“Our  Edible  Toadstools  and  Mushrooms,  and 
flow-  to  Distinguish  Them."  with  thirty  colored 
plates  and  fifty-seven  other  illustrations;  “Sharp 
Eves,  a Ramblers  Calendar".  “Strolls  bv 
Starlight  and  Sunshine";  “Happy  Hunting- 
tiiounds";  “ Highways  and  Byways,  or  Saunter- 
ings  in  New'  England";  “Pastoral  Days,  or 
Memories  of  a New  England  Year";  “Camp 
Life  in  the  Woods,  and  the  Tricks  of  Trapping 
and  T rap  Making  ";  and  “ My  Studio  Neigh- 
bor Among  the  many  important  works  illus- 
trated by  him  we  may  mention  “The  Heart  of 
the  White  Mountains,"  by  Samuel  Adams  Drake; 
••  Nature's  Serial  Story  “ The  Pictorial  Edition 
of  Longfellow,"  and  “In  Berkshire  With  the 
Wild  Flowers,"  while  he  also  made  many  illus- 
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trations  ior  magazines  and  furnished  a number  of 
the  natural  history  illustrations  for  the  “Ameri- 
can Cyclopaedia.’' 

B'OOTH.  Tradition  says  that  the  American 

!i  Booths  descended  from  three  brothers,  the 

sons  of  Richard  Booth,  of  Cheshire,  England, 
who  came  to  America  some  time  prior  to  1640, 
their  father  having  died  previous  to  their  emigra- 
tion. John  Booth  settled  at  Southold,  Long 
Island,  N.  V..  and  the  younger  brother  went 
north.  History  speaks  of  one  Robert  Booth  at 
Exeter,  N.  H.,  as  early  as  1645.  Richard  Booth, 
the  eldest  brother,  settled  at  Stratford.  Conn., 
in  1640. 

The  father  of  these  boys,  says  tradition,  was 
the  fifth  son  of  Sir  William  Booth,  Knight,  who 
died  and  was  buried  at  Bowdon,  Cheshire,  in 
September,  1578.  Richard  Booth  (the  emi- 
grant) married  Elizabeth,  sister  of  Joseph  Haw- 
ley. of  Stratford,  the  founder  of  that  name  in 
America.  This  Richard  Booth  was  the  progen- 
itor of  the  Booths  of  Fairfield  county.  Richard 
and  Elizabeth  ( Hawley")  Booth's  children  were: 
(l)  Elizabeth,  born  September  12,  1041,  was 
married  to  John  Minor,  of  Stratford.  (2)  Ann, 
born  February  14,  1043.  (3)  Ephraim,  born  in 

August,  1648  (4)  Ebenezer,  born  November 

19,  1651.  (5)  John,  born  November  6,  1053, 

was  twice  married,  for  his  first  wile  marrying. 
June  14.  167?,  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Hawlev,  of  Roxbury,  by  whom  he  had — Thomas, 
jonatnan,  Ephraim.  Mary,  Ann,  Sarah  and  John: 
this  wife  died  in  1710.  and  for  his  second  wife  he 
married  Hannah,  widow  of  Robert  Clarke,  she 
dying  in  171;.  John  Booth,  the  father,  took  an 
active  part  in  the  Pequot  war,  serving  as  sergeant. 
(6)  loseph.  born  in  February  or  March,  1636. 
(7)  Bethia,  born  May  18,  165S.  (8)  Johanna, 

born  March  2).  1661 

Jonathan  Booth,  of  the  third  generation  from 
Richard  through  John  Booth,  was  born  at  Strat- 
ford. Conn.,  in  the  winter  of  1681-82.  He  was 
married,  in  1703,  to  Hester,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Galpm.  and  after  the  birth  of  his  eldest  son,  it  is 
said,  he,  with  his  cousin  Ebenezer,  came  to  the 
site  of  Newtown,  in  1707-08.  On  this  iournev 
from  Stratford  in  search  of  a place  to  settle 
they  followed  up  the  Housatonic  river  bom  its 
mouth  to  where  the  tribe  of  Pootatuck  Indians 
lived,  and  puichased  an  extensive  tract  diiectly 
west  of  them,  Jonathan  Booth  taking  a promi- 
nent part  in  the  purchase.  It  has  been  stated 
that  he  was  the  first  white  man  who  felled  a tree 
in  what  afterward  became  Newtown.  They  im- 
mediately commenced  to  clear  the  forests  of  the 


land  for  cultivation,  returning  the  next  year  to 
prepare  dwellings  before  they  moved  their  fami- 
lies. The  first  home  that  was  built,  it  is  said, 
stood  directly  above  the  residence  owned  by 
Edward  Clark  in  1880.  Jonathan  Booth  settled 
on  the  place  occupied  twenty  or  more  years  ago 
by  Edward  Starr.  He  was  buried  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Newtown  burying-ground,  and  his  mots 
covered,  reddish  gravestone  reads  as  follow;: 
“In  memory  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Booth.  He  died 
February  8,  A.  D.  1755,  aged  seventy- three 
years.”  The  grave  of  Hester,  his  wife,  lies  by 
his  side,  but  the  inscription  on  her  gravestone  1; 
only  partially  legible.  Jonathan  Booth's  chil- 
dren were:  Daniel,  Abel,  Ann,  Jonathan  and 

Mabel. 

From  Jonathan  and  his  cousin,  Elienew 
Booth,  all  the  Booths  of  Newtown  have  de- 
scended, and  there  is  scarcely  an  old  family  name 
in  the  limits  of  the  town  but  can  (by  inter-mai- 
riage)  trace  their  lineage  back  to  them,  as,  lot 
instance,  the  Beers  family,  the  Nichols  family. 
Hawleys,  Glovers,  and  many  others.  His  (Jon 
athan’s)  youngest  son,  Jonathan,  built  a house 
on  the  old  homestead  lot,  nearly  in  front  of  h- 
father's,  in  1740.  This  dwelling  was  covered  »uh 
cypress  shingles;  those  on  the  roof  lasted  eight' 
y ears  before  renewal,  and  the  bricks  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  chimney  were  brought  from 
Holland.  The  plastering  was  done  by  an  Indian 
and  the  ring,  composed  of  mortar,  in  the  ceiling 01 
the  parlor  was  considered  a great  piece  of  art  m 
those  days.  The  house  remained  until  a It" 
years  ago,  when  it  was  removed  to  the  oppose 
side  of  the  street  and  replaced  by  the  mon 
modern  structure  now  on  its  site. 

The  following  is  taken  from  a biography 
sketch  of  the  life  of  Lieut.  Daniel  Booth,  which 
appeared  in  the  Newtown  Bee  December  L 
1879.  (Daniel  Booth  was  in  the  fourth  gentt- 
I tion  from  Richard  Booth  through  John  anc 
j Jonathan,  and  was  born  at  Stratford  Janusr' 

I 12,  1704).  “ When  he  was  about  four  or  St 

years  of  age  his  patents,  in  company  with  other? 

1 moved  twenty  miles  north  of  Stratford,  thrn 
1 miles  from  the  Housatonic  river,  on  whose  ban*- 
there  lived  a small  tribe  of  Indians  near 
1 mouth  of  a small  stteam  called  Pootatuck  Brook 
1 From  these  Indians  a number  of  settlers  lo 
1 Stratford  and  Milford  purchased  a large  tract  c 
! territory  of  land  ior  a nominal  sum.  migrate" 
I thither,  and  settled  on  these  lands  in  i/0^ 
and  in  1710  it  was  incorporated  into  a 
1 called  Newtown:  a site  lor  a village  was  selected 
I its  earliest  commencement,  and  some  dozen  1 
■ more  of  the  settlers  took  up  their  residence  "r 
I the  main  street  in  lots  about  five  acres  each,  "l11 
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their  land  iti  lire  rear  J-  uatliau  Booth  s lot  was 
on  the  east  side,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  street, 
near  the  North  l emre  school  house.  The  In- 
dians cultivated  their  corn  in  a primitive  wav. 
with  rude  im;  '-merits.  hut  since  the  proximity  of 
the  whiles  among  them  they  have  been  greatly 
facilitated  in  their  labors  by  the  introduction  of 
the  plough  1 fie  father  of  young  Darnel  ti'-rd  to 
join  with  the  Indians  ploughing  out  tiieir  corn, 
and  they  in  turn  would  come  and  hoe  out  Ins 
corn. 

• • Daniel  Boot  h was  mat  tied  t o Bunn  e.  da  up  li- 
ter of  Thomas  Bennett,  bv  the  Kev.  John  B-ach. 
then  a t onprt  pat  u >nal  minister.  Bv  his  mar  nape 
he  had  eipht  children — t hire  suns  and  tivedaupti- 
ters — a!)  of  whom  lived  to  prow  up.  main  and 
have  families,  ami  settled  around  Inn..  His 
ther  lunlt  him  a house  about  half  a mile  east  of 
his  own  and  pave  him  a deed  to  the  same  m 
March,  i ; with  the  on  hard  of  young  appit- 
trees  thereon,  and  two  of  them  are  still  livmp 
By  his  industry  and  management  he  aitpiued  a 
larpe  landed  property,  and  was  at  one  time  liit- 
laipest  landholder  in  the  town.  The  inhahitantsof 
the  ( olonv  w « i e sp;,rs«-iv  settled  within  its  limits 
and  looked  to  themselves  to  k»  e|>  up  a military 
orpam/ation  in  defense  of  itself  apaimt  any  in- 
roads of  an  enemv  J-. v erv  able-bodied  man  was 
enrolled  to  duty,  held  himself  ready  in  an\  emerg- 
ency, and  everv  town  had  its  organized  < ompaiiv 
Daniel  Booth  wa*.  efiosen  a lieutenant  m tlie  i mi. - 
party  at  Newtown,  and  field  a lieutenant  s com- 
mission, and  the  numerous  deeds  on  the  town 
records  pive  him  the  titie  of  lieutenant.  Lieut 
Dame)  Booth  was  a faithful  and  an  honored 
member  of  the  Sn  irtv  to  which  he  belonged.  was 
a man  of  extensive  readmp.  well  versed  in  tin 
Bible,  and  had  held  the  oftice  of  a dt  aeon  for 
thirteen  years.  diligently  studying  the  Si  upturn-, 
continually  perusmp  their  sacred  leaves,  until  lie 
became  convinced  of  the  errors  of  Congregation- 
ahsm.  and  resipned  Ins  oftice  of  deacon  and  mem- 
bership in  the  said  Societv.  In  the  month  of 
September  they  met  in  the  meeting  house  for  tin- 
purpose  of  acting  on  his  resignation  D<  aron 
Daniel  expressed  his  views  on  the  subject  and  the 
Kev.  Mr.  Judson  followed  him  on  the  subnet  of 
his  resignation;  they  then  tease  ned  on  the  matter 
together,  but  I bacon  Daniel,  having  thoroughly 
posted  himself,  and  brought  forward  so  much 
Scriptural  proof  that  he  outreasoned  the  Kev. 
Mr.  Judson.  his  minister,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jud- 
son. told  his  people  not  to  sav  one  word  against 
Deacon  Daniel  Booth  resigning.  The  members 
of  the  Society  recorded  the  following:  ‘Sep- 
tember 9,  A.  D.  170 5:  Deacon  Daniel  Booth 

resigned  of  his  own  motion  his  office  of  deacon  in 


this  Church,  and  also  his  relation  as  a brother, 
I u-i  au-e  he  could  not.  as  himself  declareth,  be 
easv  under  the  Calvinislic  doctrine  therein 
taught . ' 

“ Lieut.  Daniel  Booth  was  a tall  man.  ol  a 
tine  and  commanding  appearance,  with  a good 
phvsical  constitution  far  beyond  one  of  his  years. 
He  was  a man  of  a benevolent  and  charitable 
disposition,  and  was  ever  ready  to  assist  the 
needy.  A neighbor  of  his  offered  him  his  price 
for  a cow,  which  he  refused,  saying  that  a poor 
man  with  a large  family  had  no  cow  and  wanted 
one,  but  had  no  monev  to  buy  one,  and  he  had 
made  him  a present  of  it.  In  making  his  last  will 
and  testament  he  calls  to  mind  ‘the  mortality  of 
my  body,  and  knowing  it  is  appointed  (or  all  men 
to  die  and  being  of  perfect  mind  and  memory  to 
make  this  my  last  will  and  testament;  first,  and 
principally,  I give  and  recommend  my  soul  to 
God  that  gave  it.  and  tnv  body  1 recommend  to 
be  buried,  and  touching  such  worldly  good,  it 
lias  pleased  God  to  lib-ss  me  with  in  this  life,  1 
give  devise  and  dispose  of  it  in  the  following 
manner  and  form  ’ His  death  occurred  April  8, 
1 7 ; 7 No  better  record  can  be  given  of  him 
than  the  epitaph  on  his  tombstone  in  the  cemetery 
at  Newtown,  written  by  his  esteemed  pastor  and 
rector,  the  Kev.  John  Beach: 

'I  lie  cnee  wrll-o  peeled  Mr.  I lanirl  Booth,  here  rested 
fr.-rn  t hi-  hurry  of  hie  the  Sth  of  April.  A.  D.  1777,  aped 
l.XXIJ.  Could  a virtuous,  honest,  and  amiable  character, 
iou!d  blessings  of  the  |«K>r  n lining  from  his  yate,  could 
s\ tnpaihetic  grief  of  an  aged  partner  disarm  the  King  of  Ter- 
rors- he  had  not  died. 

What  is  life,  to  answer  life's  great  aim? 

f-  ri  in  earth  s low  prison,  from  the  vale  of  tears. 

With  ape  incumbered  and  oppressed  with  vears, 

1 leath  set  him  free,  his  C host  had  made  his  peace: 

Lei  grief  !>e  dumb;  let  pious  sorrow  cease. 

Lieut.  Booth  died  universally  respected  and 
beloved.  His  children  named  in  his  will  were: 
I- st liter,  Anna,  Daniel.  Sarah,  Abraham,  Eunice, 
Naomi  and  Ezra.  ” 

A glance  at  the  records  of  the  town  reveals 
the  fact  that  the  Booths  took  considerable  in- 
terest in  public  affairs.  Among  those  of  the  name 
who  represented  the  town  in  the  General  Court, 
or,  as  it  was  afterward. the  State  Legislature, were: 
Daniel,  Abel,  David.  Jonathan  and  Joseph. 
Among  those  who  served  as  selectmen  were: 
Ebentv.er,  Jonathan.  Samuel,  Jotham,  John, 
Daniel.  Abel,  Ezra  and  Austin 


CYKENIUS  H.  BOOTH,  M.  D„  son  of 
Philo  and  Aurelia  (Hard)  Booth,  was  born 
May  25,  1797,  and  died  September  29,  1871.  In 
October,  1S20.  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Ed- 
mond, daughter  of  Judge  William  Edmond. 
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She  was  born  June  24,  1800,  and  died  January  I islature  for  thirteen  years.  During  the  troubles 
21,  1864.  Their  children  were:  Sarah  A.  (Mrs.  i with  the  Pequot  Indians  he  commanded  a com- 
Marcus  C.  Hawley),  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  Henry  San-  I pany  in  several  battles,  and  he  was  slain  by  In- 
lord),  and  William  E.,  M.  D.,  all  now  deceased  I dians  near  Northfield,  Mass.,  September 4, 16;;. 
excepting  Mrs.  Hawley.  V.  James  Bere,  of  Gravesend,  was  a man- 

Dr.  Cyrenius  H.  Booth  was  a respected  and  ( ner,  and  was  not  living  in  1635.  His  widow, 
esteemed  citizen  in  the  community  where  his  life  1 Hester,  died  in  1635,  and  in  the  same  year  their 
was  passed.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  | two  sons,  Anthony  and  James,  accompanied  their 
Bennett  Perry,  of  Newtown,  and  before  com-  1 uncle,  Capt.  Richard,  to  America.  James  came 
mencing  to  practice  attended  a long  course  of  to  Fairfield  in  1657,  and  purchased  a lot  and 
medical  lectures  delivered  by  the  celebrated  house  in  1659.  In  1661  he  bought  another  lot, 
Doctor  Hosack,  of  New  York,  who  stood  at  the  of  eight  acres,  in  Greenfield,  and  in  1 664  he  was 
head  of  his  profession  on  this  continent.  Doctor  designated  to  take  the  freeman’s  oath.  Hi; 
Booth  was  a man  of  infinite  mirth,  and,  says  one  death  occurred  in  1694.  He  and  his  wile,  Abi- 
of  his  old  friends,  in  all  of  his  intercourse  with  1 gail,  had  five  children:  James,  who  died  belmf 

men  renowned  for  their  talents,  wit  and  humor,  I his  father;  Joseph,  who  married  Abigail  • — — 1 
he  was  unable  to  recall  one  who  was  the  Doctor's  j Martha,  who  married  Joseph  Bulkley;  Deborah 
equal.  who  married  Samuel  Hall;  Elizabeth,  whomai- 

— ried  Joseph  Darling. 

VI.  Anthony  Beers,  from  whom  mostol  the 

T'HE  BEERS  FAMILY  appears  to  have  orig-  j families  of  the  name  represented  in  this  volume 
_ inated  in  the  Parish  of  Westcliffe,  County  trace  their  descent,  was  born  at  Gravesend,  Enp- 
of  Kent,  England,  at  a place  called  Bere  s or  land.  His  name  first  appears  on  record  in  this 
Byer’s  Court.  William  de  Bere,  of  Bere  s Court,  country  at  Watertown,  Mass.,  where  he  took  the 
was  bailiff  of  Dover  about  1275,  and  one  Nich-  freeman's  oath  May  6,  1657.  In  the  year  i&5: 
olas  de  Bere  held  the  manor  of  Bere  s Court  in  he  removed  to  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  in  tf>;i' 
the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Henrv  111.  Of  1 came  to  Fairfield.  Conn.  He  was  a mariner  and 
this  same  family  was  Roger  Byer,  or  Bere,  who  i was  lost  at  sea  in  1676,  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  sur- 
died  in  the  leign  of  Mary.  In  1542  his  son  John  viving  hint.  They  had  seven  children:  Samue.. 
purchased  the  Horsman  Place,  in  Dartlord,  which  born  May  9,  1647,  at  Watertown,  who  died 
is  said  to  have  been  a “mansion  ol  some  note.”  young;  Ephraim,  born  July  5,  1648,  at  Water- 
In  his  will,  dated  1572,  John  Beer  lounded  four  town;  John,  born  January  20,  1652,  at  Water 
almshouses  in  Dartford,  and  devised  his  mansion  town;  Esther,  born  October  16,  1654-  a: 

to  his  eldest  son.  Henry.  His  grandson,  Edward  Watertown,  married Johnson,  of  Saierr.. 

Beer,  died  unmarried  in  1627,  bequeathing  Hors-  Samuel,  bom  May  2,  1657,  at  Watertown,  who 
man  Place  to  John  Twistleton,  of  Drax.  died  at  the  age  of  lour  months;  Barnabas.  Dm 

The  first  ancestor  to  whom  the  descent  of  the  September  6,  1658.  baptized  in  Roxbury.  11 
American  branch  of  the  family  can  be  authentic-  I October,  165b;  and  Elizabeth,  born  in  Apr' 
ally  traced  was  Martin  Bere,  of  Rochester,  in  j 1661,  at  Fairfield,  Connecticut. 

Kent,  who  was  living  in  i486.  He  married  a VII.  John  Beers,  known  as  John  ol  Strattorc 
daughter  of  Thomas  Nvssell,  of  Wrotham,  Enp-  1 was  born  in  January,  1652.  He  was  a soldier 
land.  1 and  was  severely  wounded  December  19.  JC: 

II,  John  Bere,  of  Rochester,  son  of  Martin,  I in  the  great  battle  of  Narragansett,  for  which  h 
married  Faith,  daughter  of  John  Royden.  Esq.,  1 received  a grant  of  relief.  He  made  hi?  "u 
of  Rochester,  and  had  two  children,  James  and  I February  9,  1683.  and  died  soon  after.  lSr' 
Mary.  I Savage’s  Genealogical  Dictionary.]  He  unite 

III-  J ames  Bere,  of  Rochester,  married  J with  the  Stratford  Church  in  1680.  About  i66‘ t" 
Dorothy,  daughter  of  John  Kingswod.  gentleman,  I bought  a house  lot,  “ bounded  east  on  the  slice: 
of  Rochester,  and  had  two  sons,  John  and  i weston  the  burying  place,  south  by  a hip" a' 
James.  four  rods  wide,  and  north  on  the  common  land 

IV.  John  Bere.  of  Gravesend,  married  Mary,  This  highway  now  leads  to  the  Stratford  L 
daughter  of  Robert  Selby,  of  'iorkshirt.  and  had  1 gregational  burving  place.  He  and  hi?  "lir 
five  children:  John,  Samuel,  Richard,  James  and  I Mary  had  but  one  child,  recorded,  a son,  Samue- 

Mary.  Richard,  who  was  known  as  “Capt.  VIII.  Samuel  Beers,  only  son  of  John  Dc- 

Richard.’  was  born  in  1607,  and  came  !o  Amer-  : born  November  9,  1679,  died  at  Newtown  MS!C] 
ica  in  1635.  locating  at  Watertown.  Mass.  He  | 12,  1725.  He  was  married,  in  1706,  to  barab 
represented  that  town  in  the  Massachusetts  Leg-  f Sherman,  daughter  of  Samuel  Sherman  and  hi; 
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wife,  Mary  (Titharton).  who  was  a daughter  of  ! 
Daniel  and  |ane  Titharton.  Samuel  Beers  had  ! 
the  following  children.  Mary,  John.  Samuel,  1 
Daniel.  Abraham.  Nathan,  Sarah.  Hannah  and  ' 
Ab;ga  il.  i 

l\  The  rarn  firations  of  the  familv  in  various  ' 
lines  through  the  children  of  Samuel  (Y11L  are  ' 
too  extensive  to  be  fully  given  belt  In  the 
ninth  generation  the  record  is  continued  as  fol-  I 
low*  Mary,  born  July  9,  1708'.  m Stratford,  i 
mat  tied  Moses  Stilson,  of  New  Milford  John, 
born  September  1.  I/IO,  in  Stratford,  married 
Marv  Seeley,  and  had  ten  children  — Cvntlua. 
born  May  13.  1736.  married  (tustt  Thomas  Skid- 
tnort.  and  M-rond)  Jotharn  Stierman.  Anna, 
born  November  7,  1737,  married  itirst  b'hn 
Fabtupie.  and  (second:  Caleb  Baldwin,  Amv, 
born  August  3 1 . 1739,  married  |otham  Sfietman; 
Bhe be . b un  August  14.  1741.  married  r- first) 

Samuel  Tertis,  and  (second!  Betnamm  Curtis; 
Naomi,  born  November  8.  1743.  married  B'hn 
Jack-on;  John,  born  November  3.  174;.  mar- 
red Sarah  Sterling,  November  8.  1797;  Sarah, 
born  July  1 3,  1 747.  married  Hiiada  Brindle; 

Audi'  vv.  born  August  9.  >749.  married  Sarah 

Cniiin-  Oliver,  born  December  2.  1731.  married 
Catherine  Hubbell;  and  Mary,  born  April  1 S, 
1734.  married  Bhineas  Taylor.  Samuel,  born 
June  :>>.  1712,  in  Stratford,  married,  in  1747. 
Abigail  Blackman,  daughter  of  John  and  Abigail 
(Beers  Blackman;  he  died  October  12,  1773, 
and  her  death  occurred  April  3.  1 79- - They 
had  tlnee  children — Abel,  born  December  10, 
1748.  .lied  July  16,  1774.  unmarried;  Simeon, 
born  Juiv  20,  1732,  died  December  II.  1*813; 
and  Abigail,  born  in  1754.  married  Ezra  Booth. 
Daniel  was  born  in  Stratford.  November  23, 
1714.  and  died  in  Newtown,  Conn  , January  20, 

1 8 . k According  to  the  old  records.  “Daniel 
Bens  and  Mabel  Boothe  was  jovned  in  marriage 
Dec  embr  ye  27th  1744  — their  first  born  a son 
named  ( \ rus  was  Born  March  ye  23d  A.  D. 
1746:  their  serond  child  a Daughter  named  Jeru- 
sha  B'une  Sepr.  ve  2nd  1747  — the  third  a son 
named  Amos  Born  May  the  12th  old  stvie  A.  D. 
1730.  t heir  fourth  a son  named  Daniel  Born  De- 
cember ve  23th  New*  Stile  in  1732.  their  fifth 
a daughter  named  Ann  Born  November  ye  17th 
• 7 ? 4 In  another  part  of  the  book:  “ Daniel 

B.-ers  and  Mable  his  wife  three  of  there  children 
entered  here  and  the  rest  of  there  children 
entered  in  another  place.  There  daughter 
Mabel  Born  Deer  ye  12  A.  D.  1 7 5 <r*  — there 
son  Daniel  Born  March  ye  15  A.  D.  1739,  there 
daughter  named  Esther  Born  on  May  1st  1761  — 
the  re  son  named  Austin  Born  July  ye  10th  17 63." 
Abraham,  horn  August  22,  171b.  at  Newtown, 


died  in  178c.  He  and  his  wife  Sarah  had  chil- 
dren: James,  Philo,  Truman,  Abraham,  Eli  and 

Elias  'twins),  Jabez.  Betty  and  Sally.  Nathan, 
born  February  10,  1718.  in  Newtown,  followed 
the  blacksmiths  trade  at  Norwalk.  He  died 
June  18.  1803,  and  his  wife,  Lydia  (Hawley), 
died  June  30,  177O.  aged  seventy-one.  They 
had  twelve  children:  Nathan.  Ebenezer,  Sam- 

uel. Lydia,  Hannah,  Abijah.  Ezekiel,  Sarah. 
Abigail.  Mary,  Anna  and  Esther.  Sarah,  born 
June  16.  1720.  in  Newtown,  died  February  22. 
1776  She  was  married,  in  1743.  to  Joseph  Tom- 
linson. of  Derby,  and  had  five  children:  Betsy, 

I Stephen.  Elizabeth,  Hannah  and  Kate.  Hannah, 

! born  in  May.  1722,  married,  in  1740,  Abner 
| Hard,  of  Newtown.  According  to  the  Newtown 
’ town  records,  their  children  were:  Niram,  Irorn 

1 December  18.  1740;  Cyrenius,  born  January  5, 

I 1742:  Ammon,  born  September  25,  1744;  John, 
born  July  20.  t 746;  Abigail,  born  January  7,  1748; 
I Sarah,  horn  January  9.  1751;  Currence.  born 
1 March  1,  1733;  Ann.  born  May  9,  1755;  Zdpha, 

I born  November,  1736:  Abner,  born  September  6, 

| 1757;  Hannah,  horn  May  14,  1761;  Jabez,  born 
1 September  9.  1 7*’3  ’•  and  Mary,  born  1765. 

! Abigail,  born  April  17,  1724.  married,  in  174;, 
Noah  Tomhe.'-on.  of  Derby,  and  they  had  the 
following  children:  Amrillus,  horn  June  28, 

1748.  died  July  11.  1748;  Daniel,  born  July  30, 
1749:  Nabby.  born  October  22,  1751,  died  April 
22,  1733:  Noah,  born  June  8,  1753,  died  June  16, 
1753;  Nathan,  born  1754.  died  in  childhood; 
Beers,  horn  March  13,  >755;  Noah,  born  August 
3.  1757;  Nathan  (2),  born  August  4.  17(10;  Lucy, 
born  July  to.  17b/.  died  September  lb,  1767; 
Nabbv  (2b  born  July  18,  1769,  died  in  1773. 

X.  Of  this  generation,  Simeon  Beers,  son  of 
* Samuel  Beers  (IX).  married,  in  >776,  Phedima 
Nichols,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Rebecca  (Camp) 
Nichols,  and  had  children:  Abel,  mentioned 

below;  Samuel,  born  June  27,  >779.  married 
Rissa  Hard,  and  died  July  23,  1820;  Esther, 
horn  October  29.  >781,  died  in  1849,  unmarried; 
Rebecca,  born  July  2,  1786.  married  David  C. 
Peck,  and  died  in  >829;  and  Abner,  born  May 
>9.  >793.  died  February  28,  1875.  unmarried. 
In  the  line  of  Daniel  (IX).  Mabel,  born  December 
12.  1756.  was  married,  June  13,  1779.  to  John 
Reach  (born  December  9,  1757.  died  June  10, 
1830,  at  Sheldon.  Vt.),  eldest  son  of  John  and 
Phebe  Curtis  Beach.  Mabel  Beers  Beach  died 
January  3.  1844.  Her  children  were:  Lucy, 

Anne,  Matthew,  Ann,  Boyle,  Phebe,  John.  Char- 
lotte. David  and  Mabel.  In  the  line  of  Abraham 
(IX).  Abraham,  Jr.,  married  (first)  Mary  Shepard 
(born  July  10.  1762.  daughter  of  Lieut.  Timothy 
Shepard,  of  Newtown),  and  (second)  Ann  Terrill. 
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His  children,  all  by  the  first  wile,  were:  Philo, 

Anthony,  and  Mary  (who  died  in  infancy). 
Anthony,  born  in  1791,  married  Betsey  Ruggles, 
and  their  children  were:  Henrv  R.,  who  died 

in  1856;  Mary  and  Betsey,  deceased  in  infancy; 
Robert  A.,  who  married,  June  10,  1863,  Ida  C. 
Cooke,  and  had  children — Robert  (deceased). 
George  M.,  Samuel  R.,  William  C.,  Clifford  W. 
and  Carl  E. 

Eli  Beers,  son  of  Abraham  Beers  (IX),  was 
born  November  21,  1761,  in  Newtown,  where 
his  lile  was  passed  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
where  he  died  on  September  12,  1841.  He  was 
twice  married.  By  his  first  wife,  Rebecca  (Tou- 
cey),  he  had  two  children,  Daniel  and  Alonzo, 
the  former  of  whom  died  when  a young  man, 
and  unmarried.  Alonzo  Beers,  lor  many  years 
a prominent  resident  of  Brookfield,  was  born 
August  19,  1793-  He  died  in  August,  1873,  and 
his  wife,  Flora  (Glover),  who  was  born  October 
18,  1795,  died  in  August,  1873.  This  worthy 
couple  had  seven  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Daniel 
G.,  born  April  6,  1815,  died  October  30,  1870. 
On  ]anuary3,  1843,  he  married  Harriet  E.  Starr, 
and  they  had  four  child i en  — Ellen  Sophia,  born 
April  13,  1844;  Henry  Starr.  February  21.  1846; 
Eli  F rancis,  October  15,  1849;  and  Hattie  Lucy, 
September  24.  1862.  (2)  Rebecca,  born  May  11, 
181 7,  died  March  to,  1883.  She  was  married, 
November  4,  1835,  to  Benjamin  Jones,  and  had 
one  child,  George  Clarkson,  born  January  6, 
1845-  (3)  Sarah  Minerva,  born  May  21,  1820, 

was  married,  January  4,  1843,  to  Philo  Clarke, 
and  had  three  children — Hannah  Sophia,  born 
August  17.  1845:  Emma  Fiances,  August  1 S,  1 849 
(died  August  29,  1872);  and  Flora  Minerva,  Oc- 
tober 30,  1836.  (4)  Eli  Starr,  born  June  6,  1S22, 
died  September  11,  1846.  (5)  Joseph  Toucey, 

born  March  15,  1825,  married  Wealthy  Ward 
September  20,  1852,  and  had  children  as  fol- 
lows— Edgar  Ward,  born  August  20,  1853,  died 
Februarv  6,  1862;  William  Alonzo,  born  Sep- 
tember 29.  1855;  and  Charles  Edmond,  born 
October  to,  1857.  (6)  Harriet  Sophia,  born 

June  15.  1827,  married.  May  14,  1851,  Edwin 
Smith  Hoyt.  (7)  Geotge  Aionzo,  born  May  22, 
1830,  died  December  1,  1868.  He  married,  in 
November,  i860,  Jennie  Birgt. 

The  second  wife  of  Eli  Beers  was  Phedima 
Peck,  who  was  born  September  19,  1771,  daugh- 
ter of  Jabez  and  Abbv  (Sanford)  Peck.  Their 
children  were:  Sylvester,  born  in  1798.  died  in 
1828;  he  married  Sally  Morris  (born  in  1806, 
died  in  1876),  and  had  a son,  Daniel  Morris, 
who  married  Caroline  Terrill.  Lemuel,  born 
January  20,  1801,  is  referred  to  elsewhere. 

Hermon,  born  February  20,  1803,  is  also  re- 


ferred to  elsewhere.  Dima  Ann,  born  in  1808. 
married  Walter  Clarke  [see  Clarke  family  his- 
tory]. 

Elias  Beers  (twin  brother  of  Eli  Beers),  sod 
of  Abraham  Beers  (IX),  born  November  21, 1761, 
! married  (first)  Mary  Abiah  Peck,  and  (second 
Betsey  Botsford,  of  Newtown.  His  children  by 
the  first  marriage  were:  Zenas  and  Smith.  By 
the  second  he  had  also  two  sons:  Norman, boro 

in  1803,  married,  in  1833,  Betsey,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Dykeman,  of  Newtown;  and  Elias. 
Jr  , who  married  Julia  Beers,  and  had  children 
— Cornelia  (who  died  in  young  womanhood, 
i and  Mary  Frances  and  Edgar  (who  died  young'. 

Xi.  In  the  eleventh  generation,  Abel  Peers, 
son  of  Simeon  (X),  was  born  September  i,i;J7 
and  died  February  18,  1858.  He  was  mar- 
ried. in  1799,  to  Marv  Beach,  fifth  daughter  of 
John  and  Phebe  (Curtis)  Beach.  Children. 
Sylvia,  born  June  24,  1800,  married  Sinclair 
Tousey;  John  B.,  born  September  it,  1 802.  died 
March  3,  i860;  Isaac,  born  March  to,  Bo;. died 
May  25,  1890:  Charles  Curtis,  born  September 
2,  1 SoS,  died  November  28,  1S43;  Mary,  born 
April  10,  iSn.  died  May  27,  1829;  Esther, born 
December  31,  18)3,  married  David  H.  Johnson, 
and  died  November  28,  1863:  Phebe,  bora 
born  August  4,  1 8 1 6,  died  January  3.  tS.T 
Sarah,  born  September  6,  1819.  died  Novemoer 
27,  1830;  Rissa  Rebecca,  born  April  i8::- 

died  lune  3,  1890,  was  the  second  wife  of  Da"- 

| H.  Johnson. 

It  appears  of  record  that  many  of  the  Beers 
name  in  the  present  century  have  figured  quite 
conspicuously  in  the  public  affairs  of  Newtown, 
among  them  Simeon,  Samuel,  Jacob,  Jereir.ia- 
Abel.  Lemuel,  and  John  B.,  who  have  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  Legislature.  Among w 
selectmen  of  the  town  since  its  settlement,  air'- 
at  the  dawn  of  the  eighteenth  century,  have  btfr 
j Samuel.  John,  Andrew,  Simeon,  Ebenezer. 
I Henry,  John  B.,  and  Charles  E. , some  having 
j served  iepeatedly  for  many  years  in  the  o»‘ 
i referred  to.  [Elsewhere  in  this  volume  "ill 
I found,  either  in  personal  sketches  or  h”1".' 

| groups,  many  of  the  descendants  of  the  J^°'r 
I ancestry.] 


LEMUEL  BEERS  (deceased,  son  of  E- 
Beers,  was  born  January  20.  1801  f 
was  reared  on  a farm,  and  followed  agricmtuf« 

I pursuits  throughout  his  life,  also  dealing  ever 
1 siveiy  in  cattle,  in  which  he  was  assov iare- 
: with  his  brother  Hermon.  shipping  to  Es?teir' 
1 markets.  For  years  he  was  an  active  and  pro111 
I nient  man  of  affairs  in  the  town,  where  he 
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widely  and  favorably  known,  his  industry  and  cn- 
etgy.  combined  with  good  business  ability  and 
judgment,  making  him  a leader  in  the  commu- 
nity. In  politics  he  was  a zealous  Winy,  and 
was  especially  active  in  the  yteat  campaigned 
1S40,  that  of  “Tippecanoe  and  1 vier  too.'  In 
1833.  3 3 and  ’38,  he  represented  Newtown  in 
the  Male  Legislature  An  independent  thinker, 
his  expression  of  opinion  on  all  subieels  carried 
the  weight  of  sincere  conviction.  and  one  of  his 
notalue  characteristics— in  which  all  of  his  sons 
resemble  him  -was  a petitions,  even  lavish,  hos- 
pitality. his  home  bring  the  favorite  meeting 
place  lor  a large  circle  of  Inends  He  died  Jan- 
uary 2.*“.  1 8 7 2 , in  the  seventv  -'-ec  <>nd  year  of  his 
a pi 

On  March  13.  1824.  l.tinuel  h<  ers  was  mar- 
ried to  Fiiza  Sin  paid,  a naiive  of  Newtown,  who 
was  born  October  2 2 . I S<  .4 . and  died  August  20. 
1887,  aged  eighty-three  vc.o-  Their  nine  chil- 
dren were: 

(i  i (>t  I'Ki.t:  Id  1 ks  ic  well  known  as  a suc- 
cessful, progressive  am  u silt  ur  isl . his  pleasant 
homestead  in  Palestine  I iMnct,  some  miles  south 
of  trie  vibage  of  Newt  ovn,  being  regarded  as  a 
model  of  judicious  manage  merit  He  was  born 
May  2.  182;.  lias  been  imaged  in  farming  all 
his  hie.  and  has  made  a specialty  of  supplying 
c attle  for  the  home  maim  t On  May  2.  1849, 
he  married  Miss  Sarah  L.  I eck.  daughter  of  Isaac 
leek,  a well-known  cito-  11  of  Newtown,  anil  in 
the  sinie  year  settled  u|"ii  Ins  present  farm. 
Three  children  have  bii-M-d  the  union.  Anna, 
(>eorge  li.  and  Kobert  11  Of  tliese.  Anna  mar- 
ried Henry  G.  Curtis.  m,i.  of  Samuel  Curtis,  of 
Newtown,  and  has  had  two  rhildteti  — Harry  B. 
and  William  K.  t.eoige  B married  Grace  L. 
Bdakeman.  daughter  of  Caver  Blakeman.  and 
fias  had  four  children- - Lillian,  tieorge  Herbert, 
Jmsie  Martha  and  Sarah  Aiuc  Robert  H.  is 
referred  to  in  a separate  sketch  The  family  is 
prominent  socially,  and  tieorge  Beers  is  inter- 
ested in  all  movements  which  promise  to  benefit 
the  community.  He  has  never  taken  an  active 
part  in  politics,  but  in  a omet  wav  he  gives  his 
support  to  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  has 
been  a member  since  its  organization.  He  is  a 
most  hospitabie  man  and  id  a kindly  nature,  a 
disfv  sihon  that  has  won  lor  bun  great  popularity. 
'Since  the  above  was  whip  11  we  have  received 
nonce  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Beers,  on  September 
14.  1 Sou. 

f 2 1 Caroline,  born  Mav  11.  1827.  is  now  Mrs. 
(.vrus  Beers  Sherman,  of  Newtown.  (3)  Susan 
)..  born  March  22.  1M0.  died  May  29,  1899. 
Sue  married  James  Blascsu-e.  now  aiso  deceased. 
14)  Ann  E.,  born  May  7.  1831,  died  July  7,  1852. 


(5f  Fanny  S.  was  born  December  27,  1833.  (6) 

■Manetle.  born  May  14.  1836.  died  May  27,  1880. 
She  married  John  C.  Beers.  (71  Henry  Beers, 
born  September  l,  1838,  died  October  8,  1842. 

,'S  HrvRV  L.  Beers  was  born  in  Newto.vn, 
Fairfield  county.  March  4.  1 84  1 , the  day  President 
William  Henry  Harrison  was  inaugurated.  He 
received  a common-school  education,  which  was 
completed  under  the  tuition  of  J.  E.  Good- 
hue.  at  Newtown  Academy,  and  in  1857  entered 
the  store  of  Edward  Starr,  in  Newtown,  remain- 
ing in  his  employ  for  two  years.  Subsequently, 
for  one  year,  he  was  employed  bv  Eli  F.  Mor- 
I ns.  of  Sandy  Hook,  in  the  mercantile  business, 
and  in  1 MO l he  entered  the  ofnee  of  Beers.  Jud- 
son  \ Bi  ers,  in  New  York  City.  On  February  7. 
1803.  he  associated  himself  in  business  with 
' F.  W.  Beers,  under  the  hrm  name  of  Beers  & 
l Co.,  and  took  a stock  of  stationery,  etc  , 
to  Newbern.  N C..  soon  after  the  capture  of 
I that  city  bv  General  Burnside,  continuing  in 
1 busme«s  there  until  the  fa  I ] of  1804.  Returning 
1 to  New  York  City,  he  was  engaged  by  Daniel 
Sanford,  of  No.  50  Libertv  street,  as  book- 
keeper during  the  year  l8<>(>,  in  the  spring  of 
I Mr  > 7 forming  a partnership  with  Joseph  F. 
Rowland,  and  embarking  in  bu-mess  in  New-- 
lown  in  t he  store  owned  by  Norman  B.  Glover. 
Within  a short  time  he  bought  Mr.  Rowland  s 
in  1 crest,  and  took  as  partner  Albert  W.  Peck, 

1 with  whom  he  continued  until  thev  closed  the 
1 business  out  in  about  1872  In  the  winter  of 
1 1873  7 (>  Mr.  Beers  accepted  the  agency  of  W. 

1 C.  Aliison  tV  Son,  of  Philadelphia,  at  Edenburg, 

! 1 run. . M-rvrng  about  four  years,  and  in  March, 
l 1 8. so.  he  engaged  with  the  I’nited  Pipe  Line 
1 Company,  now  called  the  National  Transit  Com- 
I pany  iaiso  known  as  the  Standard  Oil  Company), 

' with  whom  he  has  since  remained,  being  in  the 
1 general  otnee  at  Oil  City,  Penn  On  November 
1 24.  1809,  Mr.  Beers  was  married,  at  Newtown, 

1 l (inn  . to  Miss  Julia  F.  Glover,  who  was  born 
' April  1;.  1848,  and  died  July  7,  1881.  Five 
1 children  blessed  this  union,  viz  : Henry,  born 
August  17.  J870,  died  August  2 1.  1870;  Lemuel 
G , born  September  5,  1871.  died  Meptember  7, 

1 1871;  luiia  Louise,  born  January  4.  1874,  died 
August  19.  1876;  Minnie  Eliza,  born  February  5, 
1878.  died  July  18,  1878;  and  Nellie  Gilbert, 
born  March  28.  1881.  On  November  25,  1885, 
Mr.  Fairs  married,  for  his  second  wife,  at  Lick- 
ingvilie.  lenn..  Florence  K.  Prill,  who  was  born 
October  30.  1857,  and  to  this  union  came  four 
children,  two  only  living:  Harry  Siierman.  born 

D- <t-mber  7,  1889,  and  Florence  Susan,  born 

. F t binary  13.  1891. 

(9  liLi  B.  Beers.  Something  of  the  quiet 
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thrift  and  industry  which  characterized  his  pio- 
neer ancestry  is  noticeable  in  the  disposition  of 
this  well-known  agriculturist,  who  has  resided 
lrom  his  youth  upon  the  old  family  homestead 
about  four  miles  from  Newtown  village.  In 
these  days  of  restlessness  and  change,  his  success 
affords  an  object  lesson  which  those  who  are  I 
ever  ready  to  underestimate  the  value  of  oppor-  j 
tunities  lying  close  at  hand  may  profitably  heed. 
Mr.  Beers  was  born  October  29,  1843.  and.  after 
acquiring  a practical  education  in  the  schools  of 
the  town  of  Newtown,  he  engaged  in  farming 
at  the  homestead,  where  he  maintains  well  the 
old  hospitable  customs.  He  is  a man  of  sound 
judgment,  and  his  farm  shows  the  results  of 
good  management  in  all  departments.  On  May 
30,  1877,  he  married  Mrs.  Sophronia  Warner, 
tier  Sherman,  a daughter  of  Harry  Burton  and 
Mary  Rebecca  (Sears)  Sherman,  and  their  home 
has  been  brightened  bv  four  children:  Fannie 
May,  born  November  23.  1878;  Alice  Sherman, 
born  lune  19,  1879;  Eli  Burton,  born  June  19, 
1882;  and  John  Cyrus,  born  March  5.  1885. 
The  family  is  identified  with  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church  of  Newtown,  and  Mr.  Beers  has  always 
been  in  sympathy  with  movements  which  were 
calculated  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the 
community.  Politically,  he  has  been  a lifelong 
Republican,  his  first  vote  having  been  cast  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  1 864 : but  while  he  has  never 
wavered  in  the  support  of  his  party  he  has  not 
been  active  as  an  officer  seeker,  as  the  position 
of  assessor  is  the  only  one  which  he  has  held. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Pohtatuck  Grange. 


TJFERMON  BEERS,  whose  death  occurred  at 
his  home  in  Palestine  District,  town  of 
Newtown,  on  August  12,  1876.  was  a son  of  Eli 
Beers,  whose  ancestry  is  giv  en  in  the  Beers  gen- 
ealogy found  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Hermon  Beers  was  born  February  20,  1803, 
on  the  farm  in  Newtown  where  his  life  was 
passed.  He  dealt  quite  extensively,  at  times, 
in  cattle,  and  in  this  line  was  associated  with  his 
brother  Lemuel  Beers.  He  was  a man  of  ge- 
nial nature  and  pleasing  social  qualities,  and  one 
whose  life  was  such  that  it  commanded  and 
held  the  tespect  of  his  fellowmen.  He  was 
kind-hearted  and  indulgent  in  his  family  life, 
and  as  a citizen  was  always  loyal  to  progressive 
ideals.  In  politics,  he  was  first  a Whig  and 
later  a Republican,  and  throughout  his  life  he 
took  an  intelligent  inteiest  in  the  questions  of 
the  day  in  public  affairs,  both  local  and  Na- 
tional. 


On  February  14,  1838,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Phebe  Sherman,  who  was  born  August  15, 
1815,  a daughter  of  Linus  and  Artemisia  (Curtis) 
Sherman,  her  ancestry  in  both  lines  being  set 
forth  under  their  respective  family  names  else- 
where. Mrs.  Beers  survived  her  husband  but  a 
few  years,  passing  away  October  5,  1880.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  They 
had  children  as  follows:  Harriet,  John  Hobart, 

Fjora  Jane,  Sarah  Maria  and  William  Hermon. 

(1)  Harriet  Beers,  born  November  30, 1838, 
was  married,  April  2 5,  1867,  to  the  Rev.  Charles 
Husband,  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  who  was  born 
in  Durham,  England,  September  22,  1838,  the 
son  of  John  and  Anne  (Howard)  Husband.  He 
was  graduated  from  Trinity  College,  Hartford, 
in  1865.  and  at  the  time -of  his  death,  which 

I occurred  in  Newtown,  December  20,  1871,  he 
was  rector  of  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Marbledale, 
Conn.  The  only  son  of  this  union,  Charles 
Howard,  was  married  January  7,  1896,  to  Miss 
Carrie  Stewart  Hammond,  of  New  York. 

(2)  John  Hobart  Beers,  born  July  13,  1 840, 

| was  reared  at  the  homestead,  and  attended  the 

neighboring  public  schools  and  Newtown  Acade- 
my. In  the  spring  of  1857  he  accepted  a position 
in  the  Bridgeport  City  Bank  (succeeded  by  the 
City  National  Bank  of  Bridgeport),  but  ill  health 
compelled  him  to  resign  within  two  years.  In 
1 860,  having  recovered  his  health,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Edward  Starr,  a merchant  of  New- 
town, with  whom  he  remained  two  years.  Then 
for  one  year  he  was  in  the  store  of  G.  W.  Barns, 
a dry  goods  merchant  in  Baltimore,  and  from 
1863  to  1870  he  was  a bookkeeper  at  Camden, 
N.  J.,  and  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  with  the  exception 

of  one  year  (1865),  when  he  was  engaged  in  the 

map  business  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  1" 
1870  he  settled  in  Chicago  and  entered  into  the 
publishing  business,  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinued. On  January  12,  1871,  Mr.  Beers  was 
married  to  Miss  Keturah  G.,  daughter  of  Jacob 
W.  and  Susan  (Folwell)  Sharp,  of  Camden,  N.J- 
Their  children  were:  Anna  Sharp,  born  Novem- 
ber 3,  1871,  died  December  6,  1891;  al,o 
Keturah  Sherman,  born  September  25,  1 878. 

(3)  Flora  J.,  born  March  20,  1842,  and(4' 
I Sarah  M.  Beers,  born  October  1,  1844,  are resi- 
I dents  of  Sandy  Hook.  Flora  J.  is  the  widow 
I of  J.  Hobart  Warner,  late  merchant  of  that 
| place,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere. 

(5)  William  Hermon  Beers,  born  January  20. 

1853,  was  reared  in  Newtown  and  educated  m 
Newtown  and  in  Whitesboro.  N.  Y.  Fora'time 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  different  firms,  in  the 
publishing  business,  and,  in  1878,  became  > 
member  of  the  firm  of  J.  H.  Beers  & Co., 
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publishers,  of  Chicago.  Ill  He  was  manager  who  died  in  young  womanhood;  and  Edgar  and 
of  the  work  in  the  field  of  their  operations.  ! Mary  Frances,  who  died  young.  (5)  Polly,  bom 
He  possessed  tact,  business  ability  and  enetgy,  ’ in  1821.  married  John  Purdy,  June  22.  1848,  and 

and  no  doubt,  had  he  lived,  there  awaited  him  1 had  two  daughters — Mary  and  Helen.  On  De- 

a promising  future.  He  was  held  in  high  esteem  cember  12.  1821,  Jeremiah  Beers  married  (sec- 
and  regard  by  his  acsonates  He  died,  after  an  t ond)  Flora  Sherwood,  who  bore  him  two  sons: 
illness  of  one  week,  at  Brookville.  hid.,  on  June  | (ti  |ohn  S.,  bt'rn  in  1828,  did  not  marry:  and 
22,  1882.  The  press,  at  t he  time  of  his  deoase,  ( (2)  Julius  S..  born  in  1831.  married  Clarissa 
spoke  highly  of  his  life,  adding  that  he  was  one  of  1 C»iey.  and  had  a family  of  children, 
the  most  promising  young  men  that  had  ever  left 
Newtown.  On  December  30.  1879.  Mr.  Beers 

was  married  to  ( arnlme  K , daughter  of  1)  C.  ft  RAL’NAH  FAIRCHILD  (deceased),  who 
and  Olive  F.  Herkins)  Gately.  of  Newtown,  /*\  was  one  of  the  olden-titne  New  England 
Conn.,  and  their  r bildien  ate:  William  Hernion,  1 farmers,  living  a plain  and  industrious  life  in 
Jr.,  born  May  2<>.  1881,  in  (»reensburg.  hid  ; 1 'launion  District,  town  of  Newtown,  was  born 

and  Flo'.se  Gately.  born  Nov*  tuber  5,  1882,  in  1 in  1805,  and  died  March  23,  1863,  aged  fifty- 

Newtown.  Com  <•<  t ic  ut  1 eight  \ears.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to 

F. st her  Eggleston,  who  died  February  21,  1851, 
aged  fifty-eight;  and  second  to  Anna  Beers,  who 

J ACOB  BliHR>.  who  died  June  23.  1858.  at  was  born  January  19,  >815.  a daughter  of  Jere- 
: his  home  several  miles  south  of  Newtown  1 miah  Beers,  and  died  July  19.  1896.  There 
Center,  was  one  of  the  piomment  men  of  bis  were  no  children  by  either  marriage, 
time  in  tfie  town 

Mr  B*  < rs  was  born  September  25.  t”8t,  the 


son  of  John  and  S.onh  (Sterling)  Beers,  and  fol- 
lowed (arming  as  an  occupation  throughout  hts 
life.  In  politics  tie  was  a Democrat,  and  he  fig- 
ured coiispu  uousjv  in  public  affairs,  serving  in 
the  State  Legislature  either  as  representative  or 
senator  almost  c oritumouslv  from  1818  to  1832, 
and  was  also  s*  nalor  in  1850.  In  1849  he  was 
Probate  judge,  and  he  fi equcntly  acted  as  admin- 
istrator m the  settlement  of  the  estates  of  de- 


EDMOND  FAMILY.  Robert  Edmond,  whose 
father  was  a native  of  Scotland,  was  horn 
in  Londonderry,  Ireland.  He  married  Mary 
Marks,  in  Londonderry,  and  emigrated  to  this 
country  in  1754,  landing  at  Philadelphia  Decem- 
I her  23,  that  year,  where  he  remained  about  two 
I years.  From  thence  he  went  to  New  York,  soon 
I alter  which  he  removed  to  Southbury,  Conn., 
i and  settled  in  the  district  of  South  Purchase, 


■ceased  persons,  while  lor  many  years  he  was  jus-  I 
tire  of  tiie  peace  when  that  office  was  esteemed  1 
more  honorable  and  responsible  than  now.  In  1 
religious  work  he  was  prominent  as  a member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  On  December  28.  1803,  1 
he  married  Laura  T<>ucev.  who  was  born  April 
20,  1787,  and  died  lanuary  30,  1853. 

Jeremiah  Beets,  a brother  of  Jacob  Beets,  was 
born  July  26,  1770.  and  died  June  28,  184c.  He 
was  a tanner  and  * urner  in  his  early  life,  laier  a 
fanner,  residing  *-,mlh  of  Newtown  Center.  He 
was  a good,  reliable  citizen.  highly  esteemed  by 
his  many  acquaintances  He  was  twice  married, 
(first)  in  1803  to  Folly  Feck,  by  whom  he  bad 
five  daughters  (I  Mama,  born  in  1804.  mar- 
ried Levi  Feck,  February  8.  1825.  and  had  one 
daughter  — Cornelia  (2  Delia,  born  in  1 800, 
married  Hc-nrv  L.  Randall.  October  4,  1823.  and 
had  five  children  — Helen,  Charles.  Henry.  Ophe- 
lia and  Celia.  (3  Anna,  born  January  19.  1815, 
married  Araunah  Fairchild,  December  28.  1831, 
and  died  July  19,  1806,  leaving  no  childien.  (4) 
Julia,  born  in  1816.  married  Elias  Beers,  Decem- 
ber 28,  1836,  and  had  three  children — Cornelia, 


where  he  resided  several  years.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  and  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-three.  His  children 
were:  John,  William.  George,  Martha,  Mar- 

garet, Esther,  Mary,  Ann,  Robert  S.  and  Cyrus. 

Judge  William  Edmond,  second  son  of  Rob- 
ert, married  (first),  November  30.  1784,  Eliza- 
beth J.  Chandler,  daughter  of  Col.  John  and 
Mary  Chandler.  She  died  February  17,  1795, 
and  February  14,  >796.  he  married  (second) 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Beniamin  Payne,  of  Hart- 
ford. His  children  were:  Mary  E.,  born  in 

1785;  Elizabeth  P..  in  1798;  Sarah,  June  24, 
1800  (married  Dr.  Cyrentus  H.  Booth,  October, 
1820);  William  P..  in  1802;  Ann,  in  1804;  and 
Robert,  in  1805. 

Judge  William  Edmond  was  born  September 
28,  1755.  in  Woodbury.  Conn.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  Yale  College  in  1777.  He  took  part 
in  an  engagement  with  the  British  in  Ridgefield, 
and  was  severely  wounded  in  the  leg,  April  27, 
1777.  In  May,  1782,  he  established  himself  in 
Newtown  in  the  practice  of  the  law,  and  there 
resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  August  1, 
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1838,  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age.  He 
enjoyed  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice.  He 
belonged  to  the  old  Federal  party,  and  in  1797 
was  elected  a member  of  Congress,  serving  four 
years.  Subsequently  he  was  repeatedly  a mem- 
ber of  the  council,  which  then  acted  as  a court 
of  errors,  until  1805,  when  he  was  appointed  a 
judge  of  the  superior  court.  This  office  he  re- 
tained until  the  change  in  politics  in  1819.  He 
was  a remarkable  man — plain  and  unassuming  in 
his  manners,  mild  and  amiable  in  his  deport- 
ment, just  and  honest  in  his  dealings,  and  hon- 
orable and  magnanimous  in  his  feelings.  He 
was  constant  in  his  attendance  on  divine  service 
in  the  Congregational  Church. 


JrOHN  C.  BOOTH,  who  died  at  Waterbury 
[ in  August,  1 886,  was  one  of  that  city’s 
richest  men. 

Born  in  Newtown,  Fairfield  county,  June  13, 
1808,  he  was  the  son  of  Philo  Booth,  who  lived 
on  Mile  Hill.  John  C.  Booth  taught  school  in 
his  early  life,  and  was  clerk  in  a store  in  Fair- 
field  county,  then  branched  out  as  a traveling 
man,  first  from  Meriden,  then  from  Waterbury, 
where  Benedict  & Burnham,  Holmes,  Booth  & 
Hayden,  Plum  & Atwood,  and  othei  enterprises, 
felt  the  impetus  of  his  business  sagacity  and 
push.  For  more  than  fifty  years  he  was  identi- 
fied with  the  business  interests  of  Waterbury. 
He  was  always  lecognized  as  a man  sagacious  in 
business,  clear-headed  in  all  monetary  transac- 
tions, and  of  unimpeachable  purity  of  character. 
He  was  a quiet  builder  up  of  Waterbury's  indus- 
tries. He  amassed  a great  fortune.  Mr.  Booth 
left  surviving  him  a widow,  formerly  Miss  Eunice 
Tucker,  and  one  daughter. 


JfOSlAH  BOOTH,  who  died  March  7,  1890, 

1 was  a son  of  Joseph  Booth,  and  a direct  de 
scendant  of  Richard  Booth,  the  lines  of  de- 
scent being  through  Jonathan,  Daniel.  Daniel  (2;, 
and  Joseph. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  1812.  and  through- 
out his  long  hie  resided  in  the  house  at  the 
“Island”  in  Newtown,  in  which  he  was  born. 
On  October  2.  1833,  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Sarah  Briggs  UiTc  Morehouse;,  who  died  May  10, 
1885,  aged  six  t v - six  years.  Mr.  Booth  was  a life- 
long member  and  tamest  supporter  of  Trin- 
ity Episcopal  Church.  He  was  noted  lor  Ins 
shrewd  insight,  his  sterling  uprightness  and  sin- 
ceritv.  Mrs.  Booth  was  a leader  in  mission  and 
charitable  work  in  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  and 
in  the  community  at  large. 


I'ELDEN.  The  Belden  family  of  Newtown 
% was  one  of  the  early  New  England  families, 
as  well  as  one  of  the  prominent  ones.  The 
name  is  found  among  the  patriots  of  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  and  irom  early  Colonial  times  to 
the  present  it  is  known  to  the  professions  and 
associated  with  the  political  parties  of  the  day. 
From  Hinman’s  “First  Puritan  Settlers  of  Con- 
necticut ” we  glean  the  following: 

“Tradition  says  that  two  brothers  by  the 
name  of  Belden  were  among  the  first  settlersol 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  that  they  made 
their  first  location  at  Wethersfield,  but  that  one 
of  them  (William)  after  awhile,  on  the  settle- 
ment of  Norwalk,  removed  thither,  and  that  ap- 
pears nearly  certain  bv  the  records  of  the  town 
of  Wethersfield;  for  as  early  as  February  7, 1041. 
and  among  the  earliest  grants,  Richard  had 
eight  distinct  tracts  of  land  allotted  to  him  by  the 
town,  and  little  or  no  mention  is  made  of  Will- 
iam. save  that  he  had  three  sons:  Samue:. 
Daniel  and  John,  born  to  him  by  his  first  wile 
Tornisin,  in  1647,  1648.  and  1650,  and  no  trace 
of  him  is  found  afterward. 

“Samuel  Belden,  a son  of  Richard,  had  a 
daughter,  Mary,  and  two  sons,  Samuel  and 
Stephen,  born  to  him  by  his  wife,  Mary,  July 
10,  1653,  April  6,  1637.  and  December 28,  it>;8 
John  Belden,  Jr.,  son  of  John(i).  married  Lytna 
- — in  1677.  Ezra  Belden,  fifth  son  of  John 
Jr.,  married,  in  1722,  Elizabeth,  daughter  ol 
Deacon  Jonathan  Belden,  and  had  children 
Ezra,  born  in  1722;  Aaron,  bom  in  1725:  and 
Aaron  (2)  born  in  1731:  and  three  daughters. 
Elizabeth,  Lois,  and  Eunice.  From  this  family 
descended  all  the  Beldens  in  Rock  Hill. 

“ Lieutenant  Belden.  Esq.,  and  Deacon  Jona- 
than, second  son  of  John  (1).  was  born  June  21. 
1600,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wright, 
in  1685,  and  had  issue:  one  son  Silas,  born  in 
1691.  married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Capt-  Jnc’ 
Robbins,  in  1716.  and  had  one  son  Silas,  born  in 
1717.  Silas,  the  father,  moved  from  \A etherr- 
field  to  Canaan  in  1741.  where  he  purchased 
large  tracts  of  land,  but  returned  to  Wether- 
field  in  the  autumn  ot  1741  to  settle  up  his  affaire, 
and  there  took  sick  and  died.  Silas,  Jr.,  the 
eldest  son,  settled  on  a iarm  in  Canaan.  Joseph- 
third  son  of  John  ( 1 was  born  in  1663.  and  m 
1093  married  Marv  — Thomas,  second 
son  of  Joseph,  born  in  1700,  married  Mat.' 
daughter  of  Rev.  Stephen  Mix.  Thomas,  Jr 
eldest  son  of  Thomas,  born  in  1732,  married  Abi- 
gail. daughter  of  Ezekiel  Porter.  Ezekiel  L 

eldest  son  of  Thomas,  Jr.,  graduated  at  Tale  Co. 

lege  in  1775,  entered  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
as  a lieutenant  of  light  horse  in  Sheldon s regi 
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ment,  and  continued  in  the  sen  ice  until  tiie  close 
of  the  war,  and  retired  from  it  as  captain  with 
tire  hrcvet  title  major.  Subsequently  he  was 
colonel  of  militia  He  married  Kii/abeth.  daugh- 
ter of  Kl:<-ha  Williams.  in  September,  I 7 S i 

Capt.  A/or  Belden  was  an  early  settler  of 
Wilton,  Fairfield  count) . He  held  a captains 
commission  in  the  train  of  artillery,  and  se  rved 
with  distinction  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
He  w as  at  the  battle  of  Hunker  Hill,  and  was 
with  ( »c ncra  1 Washington  when  lie  evacuated 
New  Voik,  and  with  (icneral  WooMcr  when  he 
fe  ll  at  Ridgefield,  and  continued  in  active  service 
dining  the'  wat  Several  of  the  s,ns  of  A/or 
Ft  idem  wt  ie  graduates  of  Va i t-  and  Friinelon 
Colleges,  and  had  honored  professional  careers, 
name  1 \ 

K »* v . William  Hidden  was  graduated  from 
Vale  C i 'll*  ge  in  1803.  f rom  1 8 I 2 to  1821  he 
was  pastor  at  t .r ee-nheld.  and  teae  tier  there,  and 
afterward  at  Fairfield.  AImi  from  1824  to  I S4  3 
in  New Work  Lite.  He  resided  in  Hioc  kiyn  liorn 
1 ."53  to  iSbi.  dving  in  the  latter ve.»t 

Lewis  Holden,  M.  lb,  w iio  was  graduated 
from  Fimceton  in  1 S 1 1 . was  a phv-uian  in  New 
York  Lite  . He  died  in  1 83  1 

Charms  Holden,  M.  lb,  another  son  of  A/or 
Hidden,  was  graduated  from  1'imret.m  College 
m 1 8 I 2 . died  in  New  York  mam  seventy  vears 
ago 

Kev.  David  I M’ldcn,  of  Wilton,  was  gradu- 
ated  liHin  Yale  College  in  1 7b 5,  and  du  d in  1 Mr. 
He  took  orders  in  the  Lpmcopal  ( tiuirfi,  after- 
ward engaged  in  farminp. 

David  Hull  Helden.  son  ol  Rev.  David  Hol- 
den, eaiiy  iocated  in  Newton,  and  from  him 
came  tiie  desiendants  there.  Mr.  H<  Ideri  at  his 
death,  May  7,  1 H 7 ^ , when  he  was  M-vetitv-iour 
y»  ars  of  ace.  was  the  oldest  member  of  the  Fair- 
field  l ounly  bar,  havmp  been  associated  with 
same  for  upward  of  fiftv  \<ats  He  was  a 
man  of  ability,  was  well-known  thn  uctiout  the 
State  as  a successful  lawyer,  and  served  as 
States  attorney.  His  life  was  p.o-ed  mainly  in 
New  row  n viliape.  where  he  was  respicted  and  re- 
pcatedlv  honored  by  his  feiiow-c  it n 1 n-.  His 
name  is  associated  with  many  il  riot  all  of  the 
pubi  c mi  asures  that  made  Newti  wn  what  it  was 
in  h:s  time.  In  politics  fie  was  a D<  morrat,  and 
as  eariy  as  1829  he  was  a 1 epi < m i.tat iv e from  the 
town  in  the  State  Lepislature.  lb-  wa*  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Newtown  Arautmv.  and  ever 
encouiaped  and  pave  a helpinp  hand  to  educa- 
tion 

( »n  October  20.  1824,  Mr.  Helden  was  mar- 
ried u>  (.  orneiia  |obnson.  elde  st  daughter  of  John 
and  Clarissa  Johnson.  She  died  January  5,  1S2S, 


1 aped  twenty-three  years,  and  Mr.  Belden  after- 
ward married  Susan  Johnson,  sister  of  his  first 
wife.  The  second  Mrs.  Belden  died  January  15, 
1835.  'n  her  twenty-seventh  year.  For  his  third 
1 wife  Mr.  Helden  married  Miss  Ann  Clarke,  who 
died  m 1 802,  and.  lor  his  fourth,  Sarah  J.  Feck. 

; To  the  first  marriape  was  born  a daughter,  Susan. 

, to  the  second  two  sons,  David  and  John,  and 
two  dauptiters,  one  of  whom  died  sinple  and  the 
■ other  married  a Doctor  Maddox.  Bv*  the  third 
1 wife  Mr.  Helden  had  four  children:  Mary  E. ; 

1 Fred,  deceased  in  18O2;  Howard  R.;  and  Reuben 
I B.  By  the  loiirth  wife  he  had  no  children. 

Judpe  David  Helden,  son  of  David  H.  Belden 
I by  his  second  wife,  Susan  ( Johnson L laid  down 
, hie  s burden  on  May  14.  1888,  at  San  Jose.  Cal., 
and  was  laid  to  rest  on  the  17th.  amidst  the 
' lamentations  and  plaudits  of  his  fellow-citi/ens, 
whose  pood  will  and  respect  he  had  so  fully 
1 earned  fie  was  born  Aupust  14,  1832,  and 
I when  a bov  was  put  to  work  with  Hiram  Far- 
i malee.  of  Hatterlown,  to  learn  the  carpenter's 
1 trade.  Jn  1853  he  went  to  California,  read  law' 
I at  Marysville,  and  bepan  the  practice  of  the  pro- 
1 fession  at  Nevada  City  in  1855.  His  Command 
of  lanpnape  was  phenomenal,  as  those  who  re- 
call his  boyish  < (nuts  remember,  and  he  mounted 
swift  and  Inpii  He  was  elected  county  judpe  of 
Nevada  county  in  1858,  and  three  vears  later 
1 married  Miss  Klizabeth  Farrell,  who  survived 
I him.  “His  married  life  was  a poem,  adorned 
i bv  the  perns  of  mutual  trust,  love  and  afiectron." 
1 said  Judpe  Searles,  the  eulopist  of  the  funeral 

Judpe  Helden  was  sent  to  the  State  Senate  in 
1S64,  and  at  the  close  of  his  term  took  his  wife 
to  Kuropc.  On  his  return  he  made  his  home  at 
San  Jose,  in  that  lovely  fertile  repion  he  de- 
> scribed  so  well  in  the  “Overland  Monthly  " a 
1 year  before  bis  death.  He  was  judpe  of  the 
! Twentieth  judicial  district  of  the  State  of  Cali- 
: forma,  from  1871  to  1880,  and  of  the  Superior 
. court  of  Santa  Ciara  county,  from  1880  until  his 
death.  His  brethren  of  the  California  Bar  have 
left  the  wannest  of  tributes  as  to  his  worth,  jus- 
tice and  generosity.  They  declared  that  ••  he 
1 ever  wore  the  stainless  ermine  of  judicial  integ- 
, ritv,  bearmp  himself  always  with  lofty  impar- 
tiality. In  his  bearing  toward  the  Bar  he  was 
, distinguished  for  the  praceful  and  uniform  cour- 
tesy accorded  tverv  member,  and  especially 
noted  for  the  kindly  encourapement  which  con- 
stantly flowed  toward  the  young  men  of  the  pro- 
fession. With  broad  intellectuality,  with  bril- 
liant literary  ability,  with  incessant  zeal,  he  in- 
vestigated every  problem  of  life,  and  scattered 
his  conclusions  abroad  with  tongue  of  silver  and 
. pen  of  fitc.  Beside  the  unstained  robes  of  his 
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public  service  may  be  laid  the  equally  immaculate 
garments  of  his  private  life.”  The  personal 
tributes  of  his  fellow  barristers  read  like  tributes 
to  a brother  or  father,  so  warm  and  sincere  are 
they.  San  Jose  suspended  business  on  the  day 
of  the  funeral,  banks  and  stores  closing;  public 
and  private  flags  hung  at  half-mast,  and  a funeral 
train  a mile  long  followed  the  remains  to  the 
grave.  Newtown  was  honored  to  have  been  the 
birth  place  of  such  a man. 

Of  the  other  sons  of  David  H.  Belden,  Fred 
•died  when  a young  man,  in  Newtown,  where  all 
were  educated  and  reared.  John  went  to  Cali- 
fornia and  there  died.  Howard  R.  and  Reuben 
B.,  as  did  many  others  from  Newtown,  went 
into  the  publishing  business,  their  specialty  being 
atlases  and  books.  Both  brothers  were  very 
active,  energetic  and  broad-gauged  business  men, 
and  reached  out  into  business  on  a large  scale. 
They  published  “Picturesque  Canada,”  a work 
involving  a fortune,  which  placed  them  in  the 
very  front  rank  as  publishers.  Later,  they  went 
to  Australia,  and  were  there  engaged  in  similar 
-work. 

On  lanuary  30.  1889,  Reuben  B.  Belden 
married  Miss  Claire  Louise  Peel,  of  London,  Can- 
ada, and  they  have  two  children:  Claire  Peel, 
born  November  19,  1889,  and  Mildred  Eliza- 
beth, born  November  11,  1891. 


G 


LD  CURTIS,  son  of  Matthew  Curtis, 
was  born  December  17,  1763,  and  died 
March  5,  1S40.  He  married,  December  12, 
1781,  Elizabeth  Gould,  of  Fairfield.  Conn.,  and 
had  children  as  follows:  Abigail  (Mrs.  Cyrus 

Hardb  born  October  14,  1782,  died  July  16, 
1807:  Deborah  (Mrs.  Herman  Warner),  born 
March  19,  1 786,  died  November  to,  1861;  Gould, 
born  December  27,  1787,  died  February  3,  1858; 
Marrilla,  born  March  n,  1790,  died  September 
23,1864;  John,  born  March  3,  1 792,  died  August 
13,  1845;  Phoebe,  born  October  25.  1793,  died 
July  18,  1810;  Hezekiah,  born  March  25,  1796; 
David,  born  July  28,  1798,  married  Jeannette 
Shelton,  of  Monroe,  Conn.;  and  Daniel,  born 
January  26,  1801. 

Of  the  sons  of  Gould  Curtis.  Gould  Curtis, 
Jr. .was  born  December  27,  1787,  died  February, 
1 8 1; g . He  married  Joanna  Peck,  who  was  born 
April  8,  1788,  and  to  them  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Mary,  January  19,  1817.  mar- 
ried Cyrenius  Beers;  Samuel,  April  29,  1818,  is 
referred  to  farther  on;  Elizabeth,  September  5, 
1824.  married  (first)  Roberts.  Peck,  and  (second) 
Simeon  B.  Peck;  Sarah,  November  5,  1827,  died 
in  infancy;  and  Sarah,  October  4,  1834,  is  the 


widow  of  the  late  Monroe  Judson,  M.  D.,  oi 
Newtown.  The  father  of  these  in  the  mustering 
days  was  a captain  in  the  militia,  and  the  name 
of  Capt.  Gould  Curtis  is  well  known  to  the  older 
citizens  of  Newtown.  In  his  earlier  life  Captain 
Curtis  made  whips,  but  later  he  was  engaged  it 
farming.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a Whig 
and  Republican,  and  in  his  religious  faith  he  was 
an  Episcopalian.  Captain  Curtis  was  an  excel- 
lent neighbor  and  good  citizen.  He  died  Febru- 
ary 3,  1858,  his  wife  on  November  7,  i860. 

John  Curtis,  son  of  Gould  Curtis,  Sr.,  was 
born  March  3,  1792.  He  was  a tanner  by  trade. 
He  married  Lucy  Blackman,  and  had  children: 
John,  a tanner,  resides  in  Ludlow,  Penn.;  Daniei 
is  deceased;  David  makes  his  home  in  New 
Haven  part  of  the  time;  and  Simeon  died  in 
1853,  when  aged  twenty-six.  The  father  ol 
these  passed  away  August  13,  1845,  and  the 
mother  August  28,  1859,  aged  sixty-five. 

Hezekiah  Curtis,  son  of  Gould  Curtis,  Sr., 
was  born  March  25,  1796.  He  married  Marcia 
Glover,  and  their  children  were:  Benjamin. 
Henry,  Betsey  and  Mary.  The  father  of  these, 
who  was  a large  landowner  and  farmer,  resided 
on  Curtis  Hill.  He  died  April  14,  1866,  and  his 
wife  on  April  3.  1873,  aged  seventy-five  years 

Samuel  Curtis,  son  of  Gould  Curtis,  Jr.. 

was  born  April  29,  1818.  In  early  manhood  he 
bought  out  the  comb-making  and  button  business 
established  in  Sandy  Hook  by  his  uncle  David 
Curtis,  learned  the  business  after  becoming  pro- 
prietor, and  carried  it  on  at  the  old  stand  lor  a 
year  or  two,  when  he  removed  it  to  its  present 
site  in  Berkshire.  He  built  a factory  which  later 
on  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  he  then  erected 
the  present  large  and  commodious  works,  whete 
several  different  kind  of  combs  and  a certain 
kind  of  buttons  are  made.  Mr.  Curtis  was 
identified  with  the  business  from  about  1838. 
and  conducted  it  very  successfully.  His  sor„ 
Henry,  early  in  life  became  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  business,  and  through  their  enw- 
prise  there  was  built  about  the  works  a neat 
little  New  England  village,  of  which  the  father 
and  son  were  the  proprietors.  Some  time  alter 
the  factory  at  Berkshire  was  built,  a store  was 
started  in  connection  with  the  business  and  is 
still  a part  of  the  establishment.  Mr.  Curus 
was  also  engaged  in  farming,  and  through  hs 
good  judgment  and  business  ability  he  prospered, 
becoming  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Newtown 
In  politics,  he  was  a Republican,  while,  in  mat- 
ters of  religion,  he  was  identified  with  St.  Johns 
Episcopal  Church  at  Sandy  Hook.  Mr.  Curus 
was  married  three  times:  First  to  Mary  Nichols 

(daughter  of  Henry  Nichols),  who  was  born 
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March  28.  1828,  and  died  March  22.  1871.  His 
second  wile,  whom  he  married  in  1880.  was 
Betsey,  widow  of  David  Hinman.  and  daughter 
of  He/ckiah  Curtis.  She  died  May  tS.  1889. 
and  for  hi«  third  wife  Mr.  Curtis  married  her 
sister.  Mary  Curtis  The  children  of  Mr  Curtis 
— Henry  G.  and  Julia  (now  the  widow  of  Henry 
S.  Hawley  — were  born  to  the  first  marriage. 
Samuel  Curtis  died  February  it.  1S99 

Husky  G.  Cl  ktis.  son  of  Samuel  Curtis,  was 
born  in  1848.  in  Berkshire,  Newtown.  Early  in 
his  teens  he  bepan  makmp  him-elf  u'-eful  in  his 
father's  store  and  about  the  factory,  and  when 
twenty-one  he  became  a^orialed  with  hi«  father 
in  the  business,  takmp  an  interest,  and  tne  turn 
name  became  S.  Curtis  \ Son.  Mr  ( urns,  like 
his  father,  is  an  enter )>rismp  and  pubii<  spirited 
citizen,  as  is  evidenced  in  the  beautiful  little 
New  Ei.piand  villapc  of  which  t fi«*y  were  practi- 
cally the  founders.  The  factory,  their  residences, 
and  the  viliape  itself,  are  models  of  matness. 
Insnad  of  the  town  hemp  ••painted  reef."  as 
poes  nowadays,  they  have  painted  it  white,  and 
it  is  very  appropriately  dubbed  the  “white  vil- 
lain " Mr  l urns  is  a very  busy  man.  and  is 
honorably  snstaininp  the  pood  reputation  of  the 
lariniy,  vvhic  h lias  from  pioneer  da\s  be<  11  one  of 
prominence.  He  served  as  selectman  from  1805 
to  1897.  and  a lew  tears  apo  came  within  a lew 
votes  of  hemp  elected  to  the  Eepislatun  He  is 
a director  of  the  Newtown  Savuips  h.ink.  and 
has  been  a director  of  the  Newtown  Apia  ultural 
Association  ever  since  its  orpamratnm.  He  mar- 
ried a dauphter  of  (>corpe  Beers,  and  they  have 
two  sons  - Harry  and  William,  the  former  of 
whom  is  with  the  hankinp  house  of  burr  \ 
Knapp,  in  Bridpeport,  while  the  latter  aliends 
the  Newtown  Academv.  Mr.  Curtis  lias  !>«  en  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  R.  H.  beers  <V  ( o.  •once 
1892.  when  the  part nerslnp  was  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  carryinp  on  a peneral  merchandise 
business  in  Newtown  ( enter.  He  is  prommentlv 
identified  with  Trinity  Cfrurch.  hemp  < ne  of  its 
stanchest  and  most  earnest  supporters 

EDWARD  A.  HAWLEY  is  a member  of  one 
_ of  the  oldest  families  of  New  Enpiand. 
Born  Aupust  6.  1844.  at  Brideport.  ( <mn..  he  is 
of  the  tiphth  peneration  in  descent  from  Joseph 
Hawley,  who  came  from  Enpland  to  America  in 
1629-10:0.  or  about  that  time,  the  piai  e of  his 
residence  m Enpland  bemp  revealed  m his  will, 
in  wliich  he  savs:  “l  pive  to  my  son  8.iinuel 
Hawley  ali  tny  lands  and  fmildmps  in  larwidpe 
in  Darbyshire  in  Old  Enpland  to  him  his  heirs 
and  a^ipn?  " It  was  supposed  that  Joseph 


I Hawley  was  born  in  1603.  It  is  believed  that 
1 he  was  married  when  he  came  to  America,  or 
soon  alter,  that  his  wife  died  leavinp  no  children, 
and  that  he  married  a second  wife,  Katherine, 
before  he  came  to  Stratford.  Conn.  The  first 
record  of  Joseph  Hawley  alter  his  immipration 
to  America  is  that  made  by  himself  at  Stratford, 

' Conn.,  in  1050,  in  which  he  purchased  a lot  and 
built  a bouse  on  the  corner  of  Stratford  avenue 
and  Main  street.  He  lived  there,  and  for  some 
two  hundred  years  that  site  was  occupied  by  his 
posterity.  He  married  Katherine  Birdsey. 

The  line  of  our  subject  s descent  is  from 
Joseph  throuph  Samuel,  of  Stratford.  Deacon 
Thomas.  ( apt  Ezra.  Thomas.  Capt.  Abijah. 
and  Thomas,  all  of  Stratfield,  afterward  called 
Bridpeport 

I.  Joseph  Hawley's  children  were:  Samuel. 

Joseph.  Elizabeth,  Ebenezer.  Hannah,  Ephraim. 
John  and  Mary 

II.  Samuel  Hawley,  born  in  1647,  was  twice 
married,  the  first  tune  to  Mary,  dauphter  of 
Thomas  Thompson,  by  whom  he  had  childten 
as  follows;  Samuel,  Joseph,  Thomas,  Mathew. 
Ebenezer,  Jehicl  and  Elizabeth. 

III.  Deacon  Thomas  Hawley,  born  julv  k. 
1G78,  married  Johanna,  widow  of  John  S ho  1 - 
wood,  and  dauphter  of  Ephraim  Booth  Then 

1 children  were:  Ebenezer,  Ellen,  Elizabeth. 

' Thomas,  Ezra,  Mary,  Hannah.  Hester,  Samuel 
and  Catherine.  Deacon  Thomas  Hawley  was 
a farmer  and  clothier  in  Pequonnock  (now  Bridpe- 
l port).  He  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  Stratfield 
Church  in  1710.  and  died  in  1722.  . 

IV.  Capt.  Ezra  Hawley,  born  May  15,  1711. 
died  April  27,  1773.  He  married  Abipail  Hall, 
and  their  childten  were:  Thomas,  Elizabeth. 
Thomas  (2),  Hannah.  Ezra.  Samuel  and  Grissel. 

V.  Thomas  Hawley,  baptized  December  7, 

1738.  died  November  19,  1797.  He  married 
Ann  Giepory,  and  their  children  were:  Eben- 

ezer, Abipail.  Zalman.  Capt.  Abijah  and  Anna. 

VI.  ( apt.  Abijah  Hawley,  born  January  20. 

1769,  died  November  t8,  1818.  He  married 
Mary,  dauphter  of  Capt.  Stephen  Summers. 
Their  children  were:  (l)  Georpe,  born  June, 

>797.  died  in  1839.  He  followed  the  water  for 
many  years.  (2)  Abijah,  born  October  7.  1708. 
died  in  1S61.  He  was  a sea  captain,  and  also  a 
merchant.  <3*  Eliza  died  in  infancy.  (4)  Mun- 
son, born  April  10,  1803.  died  in  1891.  He  was 
a merchant  in  Ins  earlier  life,  and  in  later  vears 
pave  his  attention  to  banking,  and  for  twentv 
years,  probably,  was  the  efficient  president  of 
the  Bridpeport  National  Bank.  (5)  Emelme, 
born  December  1804,  married  Deacon  Georpe 
Sterling,  of  Bridpeport.  She  died  in  t86S.  (6) 
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John,  born  February  I,  1806,  died  December 
12,  1823.  (7)  Thomas  is  referred  to  farther  on. 

The  firm  of  Abijah  Hawley  & Co.,  composed 
of  Abijah.  Aaron  and  Wilson  Hawley,  carried  on 
a Boston  coasting  grain  business  and  West  Indies 
trade.  Their  coaster  was  called  the  “Three 
Sisters,  " probably  on  account  of  the  wives  of  the 
partners  being  all  daughters  of  Capt.  Stephen 
Summers,  and  their  New  York  packet  was  the 
sloop  “Caroline.’' 

VII.  Thomas  Hawley,  son  of  Capt.  Abijah, 
was  born  March  22,  1808,  and  commenced  his 
business  career  when  quite  young  as  clerk  in 
the  dry-goods  store  of  his  brother,  Munson  Haw- 
ley, located  on  Main  street.  That  position  he 
left  to  become  clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of 
Josiah  B.  Hall,  on  Water  street,  nearly  opposite 
to  the  piesent  store  of  T.  Hawley  <Sr  Co.  Sub- 
sequently he  was  taken  into  partnership  by  Mr. 
Hall,  the  name  of  the  firm  being  Hall  N Hawley. 
Later  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  retired 
from  business,  and  Mr.  Hawley  remained  as  sole 
proprietoi.  He  afterward  formed  a partnership 
with  Frank  W.  Hawley,  but  after  continuing  in 
the  firm  a few  years  the  latter  withdrew.  David 
N.  Hawley,  a nephew  of  Thomas  Hawley,  then 
became  associated  with  him  in  the  business,  but 
in  1850  he  also  withdrew  and  went  to  California. 
Mr.  Hawley  then  formed  a new  partnership, 
which  continued  mainly  as  then  constituted  until 
his  death,  July  7,  1S75.  He  thus  remained  con- 
tinuously in  the  hardware  business  from  the  time 
of  his  connection  with  it,  a period  of  forty-nine 
years.  On  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California  in 
"1849  Mr.  Hawley  established  a business  in  San 
Francisco,  with  which  his  son,  Marcus  C.  Haw- 
ley, was  prominently  connected.  bor  many 
vears  Thomas  Hawley  was  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Bridgeport,  and  had  been  in 
the  hardware  trade  probably  longer  than  any 
other  man  in  the  State.  In  his  business  habits 
Mr.  Hawley  was  energetic,  industrious,  method- 
ical and  possessed  excellent  judgment  He 
alwavs  maintained  the  highest  character  for  in- 
tegrity; he  was  very  affable  and  penial,  and  his 
ever-smiling,  kindly  face  will  always  be  remem- 
bered bv  those  whose  privilege  it  was  to  know 
him.  He  at  all  times  had  a word  of  good  cheer 
for  his  callers  and  customers,  and  the  parting  was 
concluded  with  that  hearty  good  will  and  kind- 
liness that  gained  him  great  popularity,  and  made 
every  one  feel  at  home  in  his  presence.  During 
his  last  few  years  he  gave  little  attention  to 
business  and  traveled  considerably,  having  made 
one  visit  to  Europe  and  two  trips  to  California, 
as  well  as  a pood  deal  of  general  travel  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  For  a long  time  he  was  a 


member  of  the  South  Congregational  Church, 
and  was  one  of  the  members  who  left  that  Society 
to  found  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he 
was  an  elder. 

On  May  6,  1832,  Mr.  Hawley  was  married  tc 
Jane  Maria,  daughter  of  David  Nichols,  ji..  and 
Polly  (Booth)  Nichols,  David  Nichols,  Jr.,  be® 
a son  of  Capt.  David  Nichols,  of  Booth's  Hill, 
Fairfield  county.  The  following-named  six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Hawley 
Marcus  C.,  deceased,  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below.  Walter  was  a member  of  the  firm  oi 
Hawley  Brothers,  San  Francisco,  and  died  there 
in  1S92.  George  is  a member  of  theSanFrac 
cisco  firm,  and  resides  there.  Marv  married 
Levi  Eaton,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.  Edward  1; 
referred  to  farther  on.  Jane  M.  died  "hen 
about  ten  years  of  age.  The  mother  of  these 
passed  away  June  12.  1887. 

Edward  A.  Hawley  was  born  August  6,  h4- 
in  Bridgeport.  Conn.,  where  he  passed  his  boy- 
hood and  received  his  education.  In  January 
1861,  he  went  to  San  Francisco,  and  there 
clerked  in  the  hardware  store  of  his  brothers,  rt 
maining  with  them  four  years.  He  then  went  n 
Portland.  Ore.,  and  established  the  hardware 
business  of  Hawley,  Dodd  & Co.,  continue 
there  in  the  business  for  about  twenty  years,  oi 
until  18S4,  when  he  returned  to  Bridgeport 
Conn.,  and  has  since  been  retired  from  acme 
business,  giving  his  time  to  the  care  of  his  private 
interests.  At  the  time  of  his  going  to  California 
the  firm  name  was  Hawley  & Co.,  and  on  his  n 
tirement  from  Portland  it  was  changed  to  tlx 
style  of  Hawley  Brothers  Hardware  Company 
At  the  time  of  his  coming  east  he  expected  to  i< 
turn,  but  circumstances  prevented.  He  still « 
tains  his  stock  in  the  Western  house.  Mr.  Ha" 
ley  is  a thorough  business  man,  practical  in  h‘ 
ideas,  and  possessed  of  excellent  judgment  In 
no  sense  is  he  a politician,  as  he  cares  nothin? 
for  official  honors.  On  August  28,  1B73.  hf 
married  Miss  Hettie  A.  Thompson,  of  Bride* 
port,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Harriet  Tltoinp 
son,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with  t"1 
children:  Ellen  and  Hattie. 

Marcus  C.  Hawley,  who  died  in  Newtown 
in  January,  1899.  became  connected  with  his  la- 
ther’s business  when  but  fifteen  years  old.  am 
on  going  to  San  Prancisco,  in  1849,  ?oon 
onstrated  marked  ability  in  the  management  0. 
the  business  of  Hawley  & Co.  This  firm  "" 
succeeded,  on  January  1.  1867,  by  M.  C.  hS" 
ley  & Co.,  which  was  incorporated  July 
under  the  firm  name  of  Hawley  Brothers  H-<m 
ware  Company.  Marcus  C.  being  president  o( t ‘ 
Company,  and  his  brother,  George  T.,  vice-p't51 
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dent  and  1 1 <;iMirer.  For  some  \t  ars  t he  patent 
house  has  had  branches  at  Los  Atignes.  ('ah, 
known  as  Hawley,  King  \ Co.,  and  at  San 
I hego.  Cah,  as  Todd  & Haw  ley.  I ntil  recently 
the  firm  s agricultural  interests  were  a large  part 
of  tlx  ir  business,  and  in  thi -^e  ime«  it  \vn«  a com- 
mon oi  i urieiH  e ior  them  to  ship  out  tram  h ads 
of  agricultural  poods.  At  one  time,  it  is  said,  the 
Imuse  virtually  controlled  the  California  market 
oil  naiis.  hemp  the  only  jobbers  bavmp  large 
stocks  in  San  l rancisco  and  trinnh  by  sea. 
Until  a «-hort  time  before  his  death  Maims  C. 
Hawiev  was  president  of  the  Shreveport  Hous- 
ton rai.ioad,  ill  which  corporation  he  was  a No  a 
daeitoi  and  stockholder  at  the  tune  ol  his  de- 
re.i'-t  lie  was  a director  in  the  Water  Works 
both  at  loridp<  port.  Conn.,  and  Houston.  Jexas. 
and  \ u e- president  ol  the  Bridgeport  Steam- 
boat t < inpariy,  with  all  of  which  interests  he 
was  piommently  identified  lor  a number  of  sears. 
Mr.  Hawiev  was  also  closely  associated  with  the 
late  b >eph  Kuhardson  in  his  rai.n  ad  enter- 
prises. and  m view  of  t he  con tideix  e in  whi<  h he 
was  held,  and  lus  familiarity  with  his  affairs,  was 
ac  toe  in  the  settlement  of  his  hope  eMatt  . 1 ) n r - 

mp  all  those  years  Mr.  Hawiev  made  lus  home 
in  ( oimeitirut,  and  looked  after  the  Eastern  in- 
terests of  the  California  business. 

I lx  f.ici  that  Mr.  Hawiev  lived  m a Con- 
tiect k ut  town,  with  an  office  m Ntw  York.  to 
wluih  Ik  went  almost  every  day.  made  him, 
perhaps,  the  most  frequent  commuter  on  the 
New  Yot k . New  Haven  «Nr  Hartford  railroad,  he 
riavinp  seen  many  of  the  various  man.ipemerits 
in  the  i ; i s t forty-six  years'  Instorv  of  the  road 
tome  and  po.  He  had  crossed  tin  American 
comment  liom  ocean  to  ocean  ninety-six  tunes, 
and  shortly  before  his  death  completed  theforty- 
eiphtii  round  trip  to  San  Ftancisrc  . While  on 
Ins  last  \ : s. j t to  the  Pacific  coast  he  made  a voy- 
ape  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  was  able  to 
spe  ak  very  highly  of  their  climate  and  product- 
iveness. believing  them  to  be  a desirable  and 
neo'^n  acquisition  for  the  United  States.  In 
addition  to  his  travels  in  this  country.  Mr.  Haw- 
ley traveled  about  Europe  and  Mexico  exten- 
sively H is  first  trip  to  California  was  made  via 
the  Isthmus,  but  on  the  openinp  of  the  trans- 
continental lines,  in  May.  1809,  he  went  that 
way  until  the  openinp  ol  the  Southern  Pacific. 
Mr.  Hawiev  was  a man  of  character,  of  excellent 
business  capacity  and  strict  integrity.  one  whose 
pei.<  tosity  and  kindly  personal  traits  won  for  him 
many  friends.  He  married  Sarah  A.,  dauphter 
of  Hr.  Cytenius  Booth,  and  pranddauphter  of 
Judge  William  Edmond,  of  Newtown,  Conn. 
The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawiev  were  as 


follows:  William  B. , born  in  i860,  died  in  1864; 
William  E.,  born  in  1865.  died  in  1880;  Harry 
C.,  born  in  1808.  died  in  1870;  and  Mary  E. 


DAY11)  BOOTH  BEERS,  a lawyer  by  pro- 
h'sion.  died  July  28.  1885,  in  the  house  at 
Newtown  in  which  he  was  born  on  February  18. 

1 80;. 

Samuel  liters,  Jr.,  his  father,  was  born  De- 
cember 20,  1773,  and  on  October  13.  1799.  was 
married  to  Charlotte  Booth,  who  was  born  April 
26,  17 K».  Their  children  were:  Sally  Maria, 

born  October  4,  tSoo;  Julia,  born  April  18, 

\ 1S03;  David  B.:  Charlotte,  born  December  15, 
1S0O;  and  Harriet,  born  October  30,  1808 

David  B.  Brers  received  his  lepel  education 
in  the  old  Litchfield  Law  School,  the  first  msti- 
■ tut  ion  of  the  kind  established  in  the  United 
States  From  1844  until  his  death  he  resided 
1 continuously  in  Newtown.  On  April  !2,  1835, 
he  married  Miss  Marparet  Pray,  of  Brookfield, 
and  they  Had  the  following  children:  John 

Samuel,  mentioned  below;  Emma  E.,  who  died 
1 in  1832.  aped  six  years;  Georpe.  who  died  in 
1839.  aped  seventeen;  and  Etnma  S.,  now  resid- 
ing in  Newtown. 

Rev.  John  Samuel  Beers  was  horn  in  Brook- 
| field,  ( "nil..  April  19,  1836,  and  died  at  Natick. 

1 Mass  . November  20,  1886.  During  the  early' 
part  of  his  lile  he  was  in  business  in  Danburv 
, and  Bridgeport.  Conn.,  the  last  few  y'earsof  this 
I period  being  connected  with  Woods  Bros.,  car- 
1 nape  manutaci titers  of  Bridgeport.  In  1871  he 
1 was  praduated  from  the  Philadelphia  Divinity- 
School  and  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  Church.  He  held  the  follow-inp 
| positions  in  the  Church:  Assistant  minister 

1 of  Grace  Church,  Philadelphia;  rector  of 
1 Grace  Church.  North  Attleboro,  Mass.;  rec- 
! tor  of  Christ  Church,  Towanda,  Penn.;  and 
I general  missionary  of  the  Diocese  of  Massachu- 
1 setts.  The  work  in  Massachusetts  occupied 
! the  last  five  years  of  his  life.  He  was  the  first 
I general  missionary,  and  through  his  efforts  many 
I new  parishes  were  started  and  churches  built. 

| In  1886  lie  received  the  honorary  degree  of 
1 Master  of  Arts  from  Trinity  College.  On  June 
1 10.  1862.  lie  was  married  to  Maria  Josephine 
1 Wakernan.  dauphter  of  Zalmon  Wakernan,  of 
Greenfield  Hill.  Conn.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Charlotte  Louise,  born  July  12,  1863, 
died  May  26,  18O4;  George  Emmerson  ts  men- 
tioned below;  a child  born  June  19,  1868,  died  in 
early  infancy ; John  Howard,  born  September25, 
1869,  died  August  22,  1876;  Susan  Wakernan. 

I born  September  26,  1873,  is  now  residing  in 
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Bridgeport;  Henry  Sherman,  born  March  7, 
1876.  died  April  8,  1884;  Eleanor  Margaret,  born 
April  16,  1880,  is  now  residing  in  Bridgeport. 

George  Emmerson  Beers,  born  October  7, 
1865,  was  a graduate  of  Trinity  College  in  the 
class  of  1886,  and  of  Yale  Law  School  in  the 
class  of  1889.  After  graduating  from  the  law 
school,  and  taking  a post-graduate  course  result- 
ing in  the  degree  of  Master  of  Laws,  he  engaged 
in  practice  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. , for  two  years, 
and  then  returned  to  New  Haven,  where  he  has 
since  been  a member  of  the  law  firm  of  Arvine& 
Beers.  On  August  17,  1892,  he  married  Mar- 
garet Lowry,  of  Covington,  Ky.,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Margaret  Lowry,  born  June  10, 
1893,  and  Henry  Samuel,  born  June  22,  1S9S. 


MrON.  GEORGE  E.  LOUNSBURY,  Gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut,  was  born  in  1838,  in 
Pound  Ridge.  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  the  fifth 
child  of  the  late  Nathan  and  Delia  (Scofield) 
Lounsbury.  He  is  of  the  sixth  generation  in 
descent  from  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Dubois) 
Lounsbury,  who  settled  in  Rye — then  a part  of 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut — about  1650,  and 
whose  land,  purchased  from  the  Indians,  is  still 
known  as  the  “Lounsbury  Farm.”  His  grand- 
father, Enos  Lounsbury,  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

Though  born  in  New  York  State,  our  subject 
is  virtually  a native  of  Connecticut,  his  father  I 
and  all  his  ancestors  having  been  natives  of  I 
Stamford.  In  the  spring  of  1839.  when  only  a | 
few  months  old,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  ! 
farm  in  Ridgefield,  Fairfield  county,  which  has  I 
been  his  home  for  sixty  years.  His  early  edu-  I 
cation  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools,  where, 
later,  he  taught  from  his  seventeenth  to  his 
twentieth  year,  when  he  entered  Yale  College, 
graduating  therefrom  in  1863,  with  distinguished 
honor.  He  studied  theology  and  passed  his  ex- 
aminations for  the  diaconate  and  priesthood, 
graduating  from  the  Berkeley  Divinity  School  at 
Middletown  in  1866.  For  one  year  he  had  ! 
charge,  as  deacon,  of  the  Episcopal  parishes  in 
Thompsonville  and  Suffield,  but  on  account  of  a 
serious  throat  trouble  he  was  compelled  to  de- 
cline to  take  the  vows  of  priesthood.  In  1S67, 
in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Phineas  C. 
Lounsbury,  be  embarked  in  the  manulacture  of 
boots  and  shoes,  in  which  business  he  is  still  ex- 
lensiveiv  engaged  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Lounsbury.  Mathewson  & Co.,  at  South  Norwalk. 

Mr.  Lounsbury  first  ran  for  office  in  1894, 
when  he  was  elected  State  senator  from  the 
Twelfth  district  by  an  unprecedented  majority. 


During  the  legislative  session  of  1895  he  acted  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Finance,  and  so 
acceptable  was  his  service  as  legislator  that  10 
in  1896  he  was  renominated  by  acclamation  and 
re-elected  bv  more  than  twice  his  majority  of  two 
years  before.  In  the  Legislature  of  1897  he  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Humane  Institu- 
tions, to  which  the  reformatory  and  other  mat- 
ters of  importance  were  referred,  and  its  reports 
were  received  with  almost  unanimous  approval  bv 
the  Legislature  and  the  people  of  the  State. 

At  the  Republican  State  convention  held 
September  15,  1898,  at  New  Haven,  Mr.  Louns- 
bury was  nominated  for  governor  on  the  first  bal- 
lot, receiving  nearly  three-fourths  of  all  the  votes 
cast.  The  election,  on  November  8 following, 
was  a “tidal  wave,”  the  Republicans  sweeping 
the  State  with  a majority  which  has  been  ex- 
ceeded only  twice  in  the  history  of  that  party. 
Our  subject's  brother,  Phineas  C.  Lounsbury. 
was  governor  of  Connecticut  in  1887  and  1 88b. 

Mr.  Lounsbury  was  married,  in  1894,  to  Mrs 
Frances  Josephine  Whedon,  daughter  of  Joseph 
J.  Potwin,  of  Amherst,  Mass.  [Hartford Pa:. 
January  4,  1S90. 


F AIRMAN  FAMILY.  From  Savages  Gen- 
__  ealogical  Dictionary,  we  learn  that  John 
Fairman  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Enfield 
He  had  James,  born  in  1683,  who  wrote  hi: 

name  Ferman.  and  may  have  been  a son  or  grand- 
son of  John  Firmin  of  Watertown. 

Giles  Firmin.  of  Boston,  came  from  Sudbury, 
in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  no  doubt  with  Rev 
Robert  Philips  in  the  fleet  with  Winthrop:  was 
first  at  Watertown,  then  in  two  years  at  Boston, 
where  a son  of  the  same  name  had  some  tin1'' 
prior  joined  Church.  The  son,  Giles,  came,  per- 
haps, with  his  father  in  1630.  but  settled  at  Bea- 
ton. He  was  in  Ipswich  in  1638,  married  May 
22,  1639,  Susan,  daughter  of  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Ward. 

John,  of  Watertown,  came,  probably,  in  the 
fleet  with  Winthrop.  A Robert  was  one  of  thr 
first  settlers  of  Newtown,  L.  I.,  in  1645. 

The  family  of  this  name  settled  at  Newtown 
early  in  its  history.  From  the  town  records  n 
appears  that  Richard  Fairman,  born  170S,  "s- 
married  June  20,  1745,  to  Jane  Botsford.  am. 
their  children,  with  dates  of  birth,  were:  Ichaboa. 
born  June  30,  1746;  Henry,  born  December  it 
1747:  Patience,  born  February  22,  X/49t  R'char 
born  June  23.  1731;  Janies,  born  in  Newtown. 
November  19,  1732,  died  October  22, 1 753 ; ^Ur 
char  (a  daughter;,  born  November  19, 17541  Jant: 
born  December  2,  1756;  and  Dorcas,  born  Apr11 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


Digitized  by 


Digitized  by 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD, 


1000 


8,  1761.  Mention  is  made  on  the  lerords  that 
lchabod.  Henry  and  Patience  were  horn  at  Bed- 
ford, New  York.  It  also  appears  of  record  that 
Henrv  Fairman  and  Ruth  Judson  were  married 
November  0,  1709.  and  that  in  August  • l/'/'O. 
Judson,  a s<  n.  was  born  to  therm,  the  mother 
died  that  same  month,  and  October  I,  1771.  the 
father  was  married  to  Bethta  Bennett,  and  they 
had  a daughter.  Kutfi.  born  July  30.  177: 

Amos  B.  1 airman  was  married  to  Betsey 
Clark,  December  29.  1 794.  and  their  children 

were : Flizur.  i»orn  Nov  ember  2 5.  1797.  1-H  it  and, 
born  lamiary  5,  I boo;  Sallie,  born  January  10. 
1S02.  and  Anne,  born  February  1 5.  1 804 

James  Bi  arh  Ian  man  was  born  March  2 1, 
1773.  and  on  March  2.  I boo,  was  married  to 
Polly  Peck,  who  w;n  born  May  b,  1779.  and 
died  < >0  toiler  zo.  1 boa  To  the  marriage  came 
rfiilciieti  as  Idiows:  Chloe.  born  February  2 1 . 
1S01;  and  /erafi.  born  |une  10.  1803  On 

November  l»>.  ib<*.  |amcs  B.  Fairman  was 

married  to  N.inc:y  Betsey  Peck,  who  was  born 
November  It,  1779.  and  their  (hildieti  were 
Polly,  born  July  30,  tbob.  Charles,  born  Novem- 
ber b , 1S09;  Maria.  born  January  2b.  ibi2, 

William,  bom  < ‘etober  17,  1814;  James,  born  Juiy 
16,  l S 1 7 ; nncl  /erah  (2),  born  March  rz,  ibzt. 
Prom  the  tec  otcls  of  the  town  it  appears  among 
those  who  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs 
were;  Kit  hard,  James  17  . and  7!erah  Kir  bard 
Pairnian  s name  appears  as  representing  New- 
town  in  the  ( ic  n<  ral  ( ourt  as  early  as  1739,  and 
(or  some  ten  \cars  chump  t lie  twenty  Nears  fol- 
lowing. He  was  lor  about  the  same  length  cd 
time  a selectman  of  the  town.  James  B.  lair- 
man  was  a representative  of  Newtown  m the 
fjeneral  ( ourt  for  a number  of  times  during  the 
decade  bet  w c en  1 b 30  and  1 .S40.  and  w as  a sc  lee t- 
rnan  for  a number  of  v<  ars  t hereafter . 

More  recently  /.era h I airman  figured  promi- 
nently in  public  affairs  He  was  born  March 
12,  lb.1 1,  a ■-on  cd  James  Beach  Bauman  He 
was  a rcpic  tentative  in  the  State  F«g>lature 
from  Newtown  lor  several  years  during  the  Civil 
war;  was  State  Senator  Itotn  that  district  in 
t«S(»5  and  1 S " 3 was  a selectman  covering  a part 
of  the  former  period,  and  almost  continuously 
dunnp  t he  following  vears  up  to  the  time  cd  his 
death.  He  was  one  of  the  first  hoard  of  trustees 
of  the  Newtown  Savings  Bank  in  lb;:.  Mr. 
Fairman  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  that 
period  in  the  towr,.  He  died  March  22.  1 S 7 5 , 
at  tlie  ape  of  fifty-four.  The  press  of  a neigh- 
bormp  city  at  the  tune  said:  “His  death  causes 
a preat  loss  to  Newtown,  and  indeed  to  the 
entire  count).  He  has  held  at  various  times  all 
the  piominc  nt  educes  of  his  town,  havinp  been 
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first  selectman  for  years,  and,  owing  to  his  great 
interest  in  education,  school  visitor  for  a still 
longer  term.  He  represented  Newtown  in  the 
Leg  islature,  and  had  been  State  senator  from 
the  Eleventh  District  at  least  two  terms  He 
was  a Democrat  of  tfie  strictest,  sternest  sect." 
Zerah  Bauman  was  married  to  Sarah  Bennett, 
and  had  one  daughter.  Elizabeth,  now  residing 
with  her  mother  in  Newtown 

Charles  Fairman.  son  of  lamps  Beach  Fair- 
man.  was  born  November  b.  1809.  He  was 
reared  and  married  in  Newtown  and  resided 
there  until  in  1SS0.  when  lie  removed  to  Chr- 
capo.  III.,  to  be  with  some  of  hrs  children,  who 
were  residents  of  that  city.  There  himself  and 
wife  parsed  the*  evening  of  their  lives,  he  dying 
on  December  31.  ibbb.  and  she  on  May  31, 
lbb;  In  that  city,  on  June  18.  1882,  they  cele- 
brated their  golden  wedding  Mrs.  Fairman's 
maiden  name  was  Eliza  Jane  Morehouse.  She 
was  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Peck)  More- 
h<  use.  and  wa«  born  August  4.  1810,  in  Soirth- 
bury.  Conn.  Charles  Fairman  was  a highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  citizen  of  Newtown.  He 
was  greatly  interested  in  the  Newtown  Library, 
and  donated  a number  of  the  books  now  theiein. 
In  bis  political  views  Mr.  Fairman  was  a Demo- 
crat m the  latter  tears  of  his  life  in  Newtown, 
and  served  the  town  as  judge  of  the  Probate 
( ourt  just  before  his  departure  He  was  id  en  1 1 - 
free]  with  the  ( ongrepational  Church.  To  the 
marriage  of  himself  and  Miss  Morehouse  were 
born  children  as  follows:  (11  Franklin,  born 

June  22.  1833.  has  lor  years  been  in  Chicago, 
where  he  has  held  the  position  of  auditor  of 
freight  receipts  with  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad 
( ompany;  he  married  Mary  ).  Sherman.  No- 
vember 30.  1871,  and  children  as  follows  were 
born  to  this  union— Matilda  Louise,  born  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1873;  Frank  Sherman,  born  August  31, 
1873;  and  Marion,  born  March  17,  1879.  (2f 

Matilda  Kltza.  born  January  4,  1835,  died  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1837.  (3^  Daniel  Beach,  born  May  2, 

1836,  died  February  20.  1837.  (4)  Daniel  B.. 

born  January  It,  1830.  has  been  a resident  of 
Chicago  lor  \ears.  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  lor  a number 
of  vears.  now  in  the  real-estate  business;  on 
October  20.  t boo,  he  married  Lucinda  L.  South- 
wick.  and  their  children  are — Charles  Chauncey, 
born  July  22,  ib6t;  and  Clarence,  born  Febru- 
ary 2,  1863.  (5'  Matilda,  born  February  1, 

1841,  died  in  Chicago.  January  23,  1872;  she 
was  married.  August  18,  1864.  to  James  J.  No- 
bie,  and  one  child.  Mary  Eliza,  was  born  to 
them,  May  30,  ib^b.  (6)  James,  born  March 
20,  1S43.  died  at  Chicago,  January  5,  1870.  (7) 
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Jane,  born  March  20,  1843,  is  connected  with 
the  accounting  department  of  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  at  Chicago.  (8)  Arthur,  born  April  24, 
1845,  served  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  12th 
Connecticut  Infantry;  went  to  Wakefield,  Kans., 
after  the  war,  and  became  a farmer;  he  married 
Sophie  B.  Seibert,  August  31,  1876,  the  names 
with  dates  of  birth  of  their  children  being  as  fol- 
lows— Charles  Edward,  June  6,  18 77;  Annie, 
December  12.  1878;  Margarite,  September  7, 

1 88 1 , died  in  April,  1894;  Arthur,  May  to,  1885; 
Jennie,  February  to,  1891;  Seibert,  September 
12.  1896:  and  Hobart.  (9)  Elizabeth,  born 
April  3.  1848.  married  George  W.  Patten,  No- 
vember 28,  1872,  died  in  Chicago,  November 
iS,  1874.  (to)  Annie,  born  August  2t,  1849, 
died  in  Chicago,  December  20,  i860,  (it)  Eva, 
born  November  2,  1851,  married  James  J.  No- 
ble. August  24,  1875,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Alden  Charles,  born  May  17,  1880.  (12)  Dru- 

sius,  born  July  6,  1833.  died  in  Newtown,  April  | 
11,  1S71.  Charles  Chauncey  Fairman  (above), 
son  of  D.  B.  Fairman,  was  married  June  25, 
18S5,  to  Sarah  Overman,  and  had  children  — 
Ruth,  born  March  8,  1886;  Helen,  born  Novem- 
ber 22,  1S8S,  died  in  July,  1892;  and  Hazel, 
born  November  26,  1890.  Clarence  Fairman 
(above),  son  of  D.  B.  Fairman,  was  married 
January  6,  18S7,  to  Margaret  Miller,  and  has 
one  child,  Daniel  Beach,  born  August  27,  1890. 


THE  CONNECTICUT  PECKS  are  the  de-  I 
scendants  of  Joseph,  of  Milford,  Deacon 
William  and, Henry,  of  New  Haven,  and  Deacon 
Paul,  of  Hartford.  They  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  the  county.  Each  became  the  ances- 
tor, or  progenitor,  of  a numerous  rare. 

Joseph  Peck  resided  at  first  at  New  Haven, 
Conn.  His  name  does  not  appear  on  the  records 
until  about  1643,  although  he  is  generally  sup- 
posed to  have  resided  there  earlier,  and  to  have 
been  the  brother  of  Henry,  who  settled  there  in 
163S,  with  whom  he  seems  to  have  resided,  or 
associated,  and  with  whom  he  probably  came 
over  to  this  country.  He  left  New  Haven  on  or 
about  1049.  and  settled  at  Milford.  He  became 
a member  of  the  Church  there  in  1632.  He  was 
twice  married:  first  to  Mrs.  Alice  Burwell.  widow 
of  John  Burwell;  second  to  Miss  Marie  Rich- 
ards. He  died  in  1700,  or  1 70 1 . The  settle- 
ment of  his  estate  is  upon  the  Milford  Record 
Book  of  Deeds  No.  3,  pp.  75.  76  and  77.  It  is 
quite  lengthy  and  specific.  He  deeds  to  his  son 
Joseph  his  lands  upon  the  conditions  that  he  shall 
provide  ior  and  support  him  during  his  life,  re- 
serving to  himself  the  control  of  his  house,  and 


the  right,  if  his  son  Joseph  or  his  heirs  should 
fail  to  provide  sufficient  comforts,  to  sell  08  lands 
from  time  to  time  for  that  purpose.  Hepave 
legacies  to  his  son-in-law,  Thomas  Hayes,  Man. 
wife  of  William  Northrop,  and  his  daughter  Ann 
These  legacies  and  the  debts  were  to  be  paid  by 
Joseph — one-half  of  the  legacies  immediately 
after  the  decease  of  his  father,  and  the  balance 
within  three  years. 

The  children  of  the  second  generation  were 
Elizabeth,  baptized  in  1651,  married  Serpi. 
Thomas  Hayes,  October  29,  1677;  Joseph,  l«p 
tized  in  1653;  John,  baptized  March  4,  ltoj. 
Mary,  baptized  April  29,  1670,  married  William 
Northrop;  Ann.  baptized  in  1672;  and  Hannah 

Joseph  Peck  (second  generation),  sod  ol 
Joseph,  settled  in  Milford,  where  he  died.  He 
disposed  of  his  estates  by  deeds  to  his  sons, at 
different  times,  which  appear  upon  record  at 
Milford.  He  married  Mary  Camp,  January:;. 
1678  or  1679. 

The  children  of  the  third  generation  weie: 
Joseph,  born  February  25,  1680;  Mary,  hn 
December  15,  16S2;  John,  born  September  4. 
1683,  and  died  November  27,  1709;  Jeremiah, 
born  1687:  Samuel,  baptized  1690;  Ephram*. 
baptized  1692;  Henry,  baptized  1695; Elizabeih. 
baptized  1697;  Nathaniel,  baptized  1699;  ^' 
gail,  born  September  25,  1701;  and  Heth,  born 
October  3.  1703. 

John  Peck  (second  generation),  son  ol  Joseph, 
it  is  supposed  settled  in  Milford,  but  what  F 
come  of  him  and  his  family  is  unknown.  Ht 
father  makes  no  mention  of  him  or  his  children 
in  the  settlement  of  his  estate.  They 
probablv  deceased  They  are  supposed  to  have 
been:  joseph,  baptized  in  1681;  and  Rachti. 
born  in  1682. 

From  this  Joseph  Peck  of  Milford  (3) canl< 
the  numerous  Pecks  who  lived  at  Ne"’to"r 
Joseph,  of  the  third  generation,  removed  In m 
Milford  in  about  1714  to  Newtown,  where  !>' 
died.  He  was  town  clerk,  and  lived  near  wna 
is  known  as  Newtown  Street.  On  January  >-■ 
1706,  he  married  Abigail  Baldwin,  of  Milicrt- 
Among  the  earlier  of  the  descendants  in  Nf*' 
town  were:  Ephraim  Peck,  son  of  Joseph 

ond  generationi.  He  removed  from  Milford  h 
Newtown,  where  he  died  July  23,  1/6°  _ 

married  Sarah  Ford,  of  Milford,  November  ,■ 
1716,  and  their  children  were:  Sarah  (matrix 
John  Platt),  Henry.  Ephraim,  Ruth, 
Ebenezer,  Ann  (married  Caleb  Malroy).  3n 
Damarious. 

Nathaniel  Peck,  son  of  Joseph  (second  Pn 
eration),  removed  from  Milford  to  Newio«n- 
where  he  died.  He  married  Phebe-—  - an 
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their  children  were  Phebe.  Nathaniel.  Ezra. 
Elisha  and  Eunice. 

Heth  Peck,  son  of  Joseph  (second  genera- 
tion l.  removed  to  Newtown  about  1740.  He  I 
resided  about  one  miie  north  ol  what  ts  known  1 
as  Newtmvn  Street.  He  died  May  4.  t 797.  He 
married  Hannah  (amp.  February  2b,  17.9. 

Their  children  were  Heth.  Hannah.  Mary, 
Sarah,  Amiel.  Hepzibeth,  Samuel,  Amos,  David  . 
and  Zalmon. 

Joseph  Perk,  son  of  Joseph  (third  genera- 
tion . resided  in  Newtown  He  married  Kcberca  ' 
Shepherd  June  20.  1752.  and  their  children  were:  I 
Aaron.  Violet  1 married  to  Job  Northrop,.  Daniel, 
Grace  unatried  to  Jotharn  Slietman).  Kebeica,  ■ 
John,  David  and  Mathew. 

John  Per  k.  son  ol  |osr  ph  third  generation'), 
it  is  thought  settled  at  Bridgeport.  He  <hed 
April  22,  His  will  is  upon  the  1 'anbury  > 

hecord.  B.  3.  p.  42.  dated  March  J9.  1 . and 
proved  May  17.  1 y r >?-  He  married  Bethia 

Booth,  November  8,  t 7 Tin ir  children  w ere : ' 
Jaheztborn  Stptembrr  4.  1740;.  Joseph,  Asher, 
Abipail.  Israel  and  Ematbai, 

Moses  Perk,  s«>n  of  |<>seph  (tliird  generation,,  1 
was  born  December  28,  1719.  and  resided  in 
Newtown.  On  December  t.  1748.  he  married 
Elizabeth  Baldwin,  w bo  died  Dec  ember  2 5.  I 70S. 
Their  children  weit.  Kntli,  Abel,  Enos,  Ann,  1 
Mary,  Coziah.  Hc/c  kiah.  Caleb,  Betty,  Dan, 
Lois,  Esther.  Sarah.  Natiian  and  Natiian  (2i. 

Henry  Peck,  son  of  Eplirairn  (third  penera- 
tion).  resided  in  Newtown.  He  was  twice  inar- 
m'd, (first)  to  Ann  Smith  December  23,  1755, 
and  (second)  to  Hannah  Leavenworth.  Aupust 
6,  t 7 D 5 - His  children  welt:  Zalmon,  Lemuel, 

Mercy,  Hannah,  Andrew  and  8amuel. 

Ephraim  Peck,  son  of  Ephraim  (third  gen- 
eration^ resided  in  Newtown,  where  he  died 
July  21,  tXot.  He  married  Sarah  Porter.  Their 
children  were:  Shadtacii,  Enoch,  Sarah,  Na- 

than, Eli,  Levirus,  Anna,  Isaac,  Mabel  and 
Ephraim. 

Gideon  Peck,  son  of  Ephraim  (third  genera- 
tion . was  born  July  2.  1725  He  married  Ahiah 
Smith,  January  28,  1752,  and  settled  in  New- 
town. Their  children  were:  George,  Oliver, 

Levi,  Anna  S.  , married  to  Samuel  Beers),  Ahiah, 
Gideon,  Abner.  Mary  (married  to  Elias  Beers). 
Cutrence  and  Amarilius  Gideon  Peck,  the  fa- 
ther, served  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Ebenezer  Peck,  son  of  Ephraim  (third  gener- 
ation), married  Sarah  Booth.  March  1 3 . 1757, 
and  settled  in  Newtown,  where  he  died  July  20. 
180;.  Their  childien  were:  Truman,  Truman 
(2),  Eunice  (married  to  Philo  Blackman),  Ebe- 
nezer, Ammon,  James,  and  Huldah. 


Heth  Peck,  son  of  Heth  (third  generation), 
married  Mary  SkidmoTe,  and  settled  in  New- 
town. He  resided  about  one  mile  north  of  what 
is  known  as  Newtown  Street.  Their  children 
were:  Amos  and  Einathan. 

Samuel  Peck,  son  of  Heth  (third  generation), 
was  twice  married,  first  to  Sarah  Skidmore,  and 
second  to  Widow  Sarah  Barrett.  He  resided  in 
Newtown,  where  lie  died  May  12,  1832.  His 
childun  were:  Isaac,  Anms  (married  to  Rich- 

ard Botslord).  Clarissa  (married  to  Benjamin  C. 
Giover).  David,  and  Joanna  (married  to  Gould 
Curtis  . 

Amos  Peck,  son  of  Heth  (third  peneralion), 
11, amed  8arah  Lobdell,  and  resided  in  Newtown. 
Their  childien  were:  Amos  (who  resided  in  New- 
town, where  he  died  leaving  two  daughters),  Han- 
nah, Mary  (married  to  James  B.  Fairrnan,  and 
died  in  Newtown  leaving  children).  Chloe,  Andrew 
and  Hannah. 

Daniel  Peck,  son  of  Joseph  (fourth  genera- 
tion. resided  in  Newtown,  where  he  died  April 
3,  1770.  He  married  Hannah  B.  Johnson,  De- 
cember 1,  1761.  Their  children  were:  Lucy. 
Lucy  (2,,  Ruana,  Samuel,  Olive,  Zadah  and 
Abigail. 

John  Peck,  son  of  Joseph  (fourth  genera- 
tion). resided  in  Newtown,  and  died  there  July 
21,  t,v2o.  He  married  Emily  Burritt  September 
3,  1707.  Their  children  were:  Rufus,  Grace, 
l omfort  (married  to  Oliver  Toucey),  Grace  (2), 
Lavina.  and  Clara  (married  to  John  Johnson,  of 
Newtown ). 

David  Peck,  son  of  Joseph  (fourth  genera- 
tion), married  Mary  Stillson  and  resided  in  New- 
towr,  Their  children  were:  David,  Hannah 

1 and  Daniel. 

Jabez  Peck,  son  of  John  (fourth  generation), 
resided  in  Newtown.  He  was  twice  married, 

1 (first)  to  Abiah  Sanford,  July  1 7,  1764;  and 
, (second)  to  Mabel  Kimberly.  His  children  were: 

, Amey,  Einathan,  John,  Phedima  (born  Septem- 
I her  19,  1771,  married  Eli  Beers),  Anne,  Daniel, 
i Ira.  Burwell,  Zenus,  Abby  and  Maria. 

Joseph  Peck,  son  of  John  (fourth  generation), 

, tesided  in  Newtown,  where  he  died  May  6,  1796. 

He  was  a professor  of  religion,  exemplary  and 
1 respected.  He  married  Mary  Castle.  His  chil- 
dten  were:  Joseph,  Anson,  Abner,  Sabra,  Cyrus, 
Abigail,  Russell,  Reuben  and  Asahel. 

Asher  Peck,  son  of  John  (fourth  generation), 
resided  in  Newtown.  He  married  Sarah  Judson 
November  17,  1768.  Their  children  were:  Le- 
rmra.  Lucinda,  Jerusha,  John.  Abel,  Judson  and 
! Edmond  B. 

Israel  Peck,  son  of  John  (fourth  generation), 

1 resided  in  Newtown,  where  he  died  February  18, 
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1821.  He  married  Deborah  Burr  for  his  first 
wife  and  Huldah  Lake  for  his  second.  His  chil-  I 
dren  were:  Turney  ( married  to  Rebecca  Judson),  | 
Betsey  (married  to  James  B.  Fairman)  and  j 
Oliver.  I 

Enos  Peck,  son  of  Moses  (fourth  peneration),  j 
resided  in  Newtown.  . He  was  twice  married,  | 
(first)  to  Sibbel  Grifien,  and  (second)  to  a Mrs. 
Marshall.  His  children  were:  Wooster  (married 
to  Betsey  Marshall,  and  had — Elizabeth,  Elliott 
M.  and  Henrietta  M.),  Abraham,  Arthur  S., 
Harvey,  Jerusha,  Sarah  Ann,  Ziba  and  Esther. 

Capt.  Dan  Peck,  son  of  Moses  (fourth  pen- 
eration), was  born  June  10,  1763.  He  settled 
in  Newtown,  where  he  died  March  25,  1S33. 
He  married  Hannah  Peck,  born  April  6,  1770, 
daughter  of  Henry  Peck.  Their  children  were: 
Marcia,  Charles  |see  sketch  of  Hon.  Charles  H. 
PeckJ,  Hezekiah,  Herman,  Lorin  and  Sylvia. 

Capt.  Zalmon  Peck,  son  of  Henry  (fourth 
peneration),  resided  in  Newtown,  where  he  died 
April  21,  1 81 2.  He  was  twice  married,  (first)  to 
Zilpha  Hard,  and  (second)  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Booth, 
a widow.  His  children  vveie:  Zera  S.,  and 

Ezekiel  [See  sketch  of  Zalmon  S.  Peck]. 

Samuel  Peck,  son  of  Henry  (fourth  penera- 
tion), resided  in  Newtown.  He  married  Nancy 
Malroy.  His  children  were:  Julia  and  Philo. 

Shadrach  Peck,  son  of  Ephraim  (fourth  pen- 
eration), married  Ruth  Sharp,  January  1,  1777, 
and  resided  in  Newtown.  Their  children  were: 
Truman  and  John. 

Enoch  Peck,  son  of  Ephraim  (fourth  genera- 
tion), married  Marv  Graves,  and  resided  in  New- 
town. He  died  August  7,  1814.  His  children 
were:  Ethel,  Amos,  Cvrenius,  William,  Enoch, 

Mabel.  Annis  and  Mary  Ann. 

Nathan  Peck,  son  of  Ephraim  (fourth  genera- 
tion), married  Huldah  Fabrique,  and  settled  in 
Newtown,  where  she  died  October  29,  1812.  He 
died  May  1,  1816.  Their  children  were:  John 

B.,  Lewi’s,  Charles.  Sarah,  Louis  F.,  Jared  B., 
Martha  and  Anna. 

Levirus  Peck,  son  of  Ephraim  (fourth  genera- 
tion), married  Anna  Wheeler,  June  24,  177S. 
He  resided  in  Newtown,  where  he  died  June  14, 
1810.  Their  children  were : Thomas  W. , Polly 

(born  November  it-,  1781,  married  Jeremiah 
Beers)  and  Richard. 

Isaac  Peck,  son  of  Ephraim  (fourth  penera- 
tion), resided  in  Newtown,  where  he  died  in 
February,  1853.  He  married  Lucy  Ferris.  She 
died  in  August,  1834.  aped  seventy-three  years. 
Their  children  were:  Peter,  Polly,  Louisa. 

Fanny,  Philo.  Isaac,  Levi,  Isaac  (2),  Lucy  (born 
August  28,  1794.  married  Cershom  Dimon),  Levi 
(2)  and  Isaac  (3). 


Oliver  Peck,  son  of  Gideon  (fourth  genera- 
tion), married  Lucy  Sickles,  and  resided  in  New- 
town. He  died  April  21,  1810;  she  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, i860,  aged  ninety-four  years.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Oliver,  Mary,  Amarillis,  Abiah, 

Zachariah  W.,  Lucy  Ann,  Carloss.  Carlton,  Bet- 
sey Ann  and  Currence. 

Gideon  Peck,  son  of  Gideon  (fourth  genera- 
tion), resided  in  Newtown.  He  married  Betsey 
Brisco,  daughter  of  John  Brisco.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  George,  Henry,  Legrand,  Clark, 

Polly  (married  to  Hermon  Parmalee),  Ann  S.. 
Betsey,  Lama,  Gideon  S.  and  Lois  (married  to 
Edmond  Fairchild). 

Abner  Peck,  son  of  Gideon  (fourth  gener- 
ation), married  Jane  Botsford,  and  resided  in 
Newtown,  where  he  died,  August  16,  1844. 
Their  children  were:  Polly,  George  C.  [see his 

sketch  elsewhere]  and  Jane  Ann. 

Elnathan  Peck,  son  of  Heth  (fourth  gener- 
ation), settled  upon  the  homestead,  where  he 
died  in  1821.  He  was  twice  married,  (first) to 
Jerusha  Blackman,  and  (second)  to  Sarah  Mer- 
win,  formerly  Sarah  Beers. 

Isaac  Peck,  son  of  Samuel  (fourth generation), 

I lived  and  died  in  Newtown.  He  married  Amelia 
I Botsford.  Their  children  were:  Jabez  B..  Har- 
j riet,  Robert  S.  and  Sarah  E. 

David  Peck,  son  of  Samuel  (fourth  gener- 
ation), resided  in  Newtown.  He  married  (first) 
Rebecca  Beers,  and  (second)  Harriet  Booth.  He 
had  one  son,  Simeon  B. 

Ezekiel  Peck,  son  of  Zalmon  (fifth  gener- 
ation), resided  in  Newtown.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, (first)  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Johnson,  March. 
1802,  (second)  to  Mrs.  Betsey  Briscoe,  Decem 
her  29,  1818.  His  children  were:  Zilpha,  Zal- 
mon S.  [see  sketch  elsewhere).  John  B.,  and 
Zera. 

Thomas  W.  Peck,  son  of  Levirus  (fifth  gen- 
eration), was  born  September  9,  1 7/9-  He"a-‘ 
twice  married,  (first)  to  Sarah  Anna  Toucey,  and 
(second)  to  Theodocia  Coe.  Hts  first  wife  died 
June  21,  1821.  his  second  wile  on  February  1 h 
1846.  His  children  were;  Fanny,  born  Jul.' 
29.  1804,  married  Noah  B.  Smith;  Alosia.  b°rn 

July  25,  1809,  married  Harley  Sanford;  Richard 

R.,  born  May  10,  1812.  married  Sarah  Cad- 
1 welder;  Abel  T.  and  John  B.  [see  sketch  e!>e- 
I where.] 

Among  the  Pecks  who  have  figured  in  publ'L 
1 affairs  in  Newtown  may  be  mentioned  Heth, 
l Capt.  Ephraim,  and  Henry,  all  of  whom  were 
1 members  of  the  General  Court  in  the  eighteen! 

I c entury,  and  Samuel  B..  Charles  H.,  John  B . 
Elliott'  M.,  Abel  T.,  Charles  H.,  Henry  and 
Simeon  B.,  in  the  present  century.  Among t e 
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H’lfCtincn  in  the  eighteenth  century  were:  Jo- 

seph, Ephraim.  Heth  and  Henry,  and  in  the 
prevent:  Charles  H..  l.evi  and  John  B 

SIMEON  B BECK,  win*  died  in  Newtown. 

June  7.  188;,  aped  seventy-tour  Nears,  nn.is 
of  the  sisth  generation  in  direct  line  from  Joseph 
1'eck.  of  Millord,  through  Joseph  (second  gener- 
ation). Heth.  .Siimuei  and  I>avid  C.  '^ee  "Con- 
necticut Pecks  " i 

l)a  vid  Camp  Bet  k.  w ho  w as  a far  rm  r residing 
in  Newtown,  was  horn  in  1783.  and  died  in  April, 
l Me.  He  was  twite  n.amed,  ilirsti  to  Kthetca 
Beers,  daughter  of  Simeon  Beers,  and  set  olid  to 
Harriet  Booth  His  oinv  t hild  \hy  his  tust  wife) 
was  Simeon  Beers 

Simeon  B.  Beck,  horn  November  14.  iSit, 
resided  in  Newtown,  ami  was  a (aimer.  He  was 
married  Mirstl  to  ( aroime  (.  tirtis.  daughter  of 
Maj.  Abiiah  B.  t intis,  and  ■-et  ond>  to  Elizabeth, 
widt'W  of  Robert  S.  Berk,  and  a daughter  <d 
(iould  Curtis.  By  his  t::si  wilt,  who  died  May 
27.  1858,  he  had  children  as  follows:  Abner  B.. 
Joseph  Henry.  David  ( ..  and  David  C.  (21.  all 
now  deceased  except  the  latter,  who  resides  on 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Newtown,  mar  t he  homestead.  Bn 
his  set  ond  wilt,  who  tiled  Non  ember  20,  1878, 
Mr.  Beck  hail  one  son  Charles  G . unmarried, 
residing  on  the  hotm-Mead.  ()|  the  above.  Abner 
B..  born  in  1832,  and  died  in  1879.  moved  it' 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  in  bovhood.  He  Nv.as  twin 
married,  { first  r to  K»  becra  Smith,  and  (second 
to  Sarah  Dmgie\.  Is-ue  hv  lirst  wile,  Caroline 
Kehecca;  by  second  wile.  Ci.ua  Curtis.  William 
Dmgiey  and  C ii.ir it.t tt  |oseph  H.,  second  son 
of  Simeon  B..  tlietf  m t-ariv  manhood;  David  f .. 
the  third  son.  in  infant  \ David  C.  (2),  the 
fourth  son,  is  a resident  of  Newtown  He  mar- 
ried Helen  Booth,  daughter  of  E/.ra  Booth,  of 
Yeigennes.  Vt..  and  their  thihiten  were  Atla 
B.  and  Cora  E..  w no  tiieil  in  ( k tober.  1891 , and 
December,  1897.  respectively. 

Simeon  B.  Bet  k was  a man  of  means,  and 
one  of  the  prominent  and  highl v-respected  cit- 
izens of  Newtown  In  187;  he  lepiesenteti  Hit 
town  in  the  Legislature  He  was  presiiient  of 
the  NewtoNvn  Sa\mps  J-, ;t n k lor  some  years,  until 
the  inlirtnities  ol  ace  compelled  him  to  relinquish 
the  trust. 

21  AEMON  S.  BECK,  who  is  now  residing  in 
/ South  Centre  District,  of  the  town  of  New- 
town, was  in  his  active  Nears  one  of  the  promi- 
nent public  men  of  the  town. 

Born  May  22,  1812,  he  is  descended  horn 


Joseph  Beck,  of  Milford  |see  "Connecticut 
Becks  ”].  the  line  of  descent  being  through 
Joseph,  of  the  second  generation,  Ephraim, 
Henry,  Capt.  Salmon  and  Ezekiel 

Ephraim  Beck  moved  from  Millord  to  New- 
town. where  he  died  in  1700.  In  1716  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  lord  His  son,  Henry,  horn  in  1719. 
married  first)  Ann  Smith  in  1755,  an<^  (second) 
Hannah  Leavenworth  in  «7<>C  Henry's  son, 
Capt.  Zaimon,  born  in  1758,  died  in  Newtown, 
in  1812  He  was  twice  married,  (first)  to  Zil- 
pha  Hard,  and  (second)  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Booth. 
His  son.  Ezekiel,  born  in  1768,  was  twice  mar- 
ried. Hirst)  to  Sarah  Ann  Johnson  in  1802.  and 
1 set  ond ) to  Mrs.  Betsey  Briscoe  in  1818.  Capt. 
Zaimon  Peck  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. and  Ezekiel  Beck  in  the  war  ol  1812. 

Zaimon  S.  Peck,  during  the  Civil  war.  served 
as  the  enrolling  and  drafting  officer  of  Newtown. 
He  was  made  postmaster  of  the  town  under 
President  Lincolns  first  term,  and  held  the  po- 
sition lor  twenty-six  years,  being  out  (or  two 
Nears  (liorn  1807  to  18691  under  the  Johnson  ad- 
ministration. In  1833  he  married  Polly  J.  hum, 
and  his  children  were:  Sarah  Ann  -(deceased), 
born  in  1834;  Henry  S.,  born  in  1838;  Austin  L. , 
born  in  1844;  and  Mary  Prances,  born  in  1S30. 
Mr.  Peck  is  a very  kind  and  obliging  gentleman, 
well  preserved,  and  an  interesting  conversation- 
alist. Time  seems  to  have  dealt  kindly  with 
him. 

Hi  NKV  S.  PhCK  was  reared  and  schooled  in 
Newtown.  He  served  in  the  Civil  war.  and  soon 
thereafter  entered  the  employ  of  the  Waterbury 
Clock  Company,  at  Waterbury,  Conn.  He  was 
with  them  some  twenty  or  more  years,  much  of 
which  time  he  spent  in  Chicago  looking  after 
their  Western  trade.  He  is  now  located  in 
W aterbury.  Conn.,  as  the  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  The  Brass  City  Lumber  Company.  He  is 
vice-president  of  the  Equitable  Finance  Com- 
pany of  Baltimore,  Md  Mr.  Peck  married  Isa- 
bell  Boughton,  of  Waterbury.  and  has  two  chil- 
dren: Burton  and  Florence. 

Austin  L.  Peck's  bovhood  was  passed  in 
Newtown.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war  he  entered  the  United  States  service  as 
a member  of  Company  C.  Gum.  V.  E,  but  was 
made  a prisoner  of  war  at  Brashear  City,  La. 
Returning  home  after  an  honorable  war  record, 
he  soon  became  active  in  the  business  world. 
He  is  now  located  at  Hartlord.  Conn.,  as  one  of 
the  hrm  of  Andrews  6c  Peck,  wholesale  dealers 
in  doors,  windows,  etc.  Mr.  Peck  is  president 
ol  The  Brass  City  Lumber  Company  of  Water- 
bury. and  also  treasurer  of  The  Big  Rapids  Door 
and  Blind  Manufacturing  Company  of  Big  Rapids, 
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Mich.  He  married  Susan  Hoot,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  has  children:  Edward  A.,  Harry 

H.  and  Theodore. 

Alva  B.  Beecher,  whose  death  occurred  in 
Sandy  Hook,  Fairfield  county,  March  16.  1872, 
in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  was  for  I 
years  one  of  that  village's  active  business  men. 
Mr.  Beecher  came  to  Newtown  from  Southville, 
Conn.,  then  a part  of  New  Milford  and  later 
of  New  Bridgewater.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  satinet  making  with  Dick  & Sanford,  and  then 
went  into  business  with  Elijah  Sanford,  on  the 
present  site  of  the  Niantic  Mills.  Later.  Henry 
\V.  Tucker  went  into  business  with  him.  and 
they  bought  out  Mr.  Santoro;  for  a number  of 
vears  they  continued  making  satinets.  Subse- 
quently. Mr.  Beecher  carried  on  the  business 
alone,  but  finally  became  involved  and  the  busi- 
ness ceased  Mr.  Beecher  whs  one  of  the  trust- 
ees of  the  Newtown  Savings  Bank  at  the  time 
of  its  organization  in  1855.  In  1840  he  was  one 
of  the  representatives  from  Newtown  in  the  State 
Legislature.  Mr  Beecher  married  Zilpha  A , 
daughter  of  Ezekiel  Peck,  of  Newtown,  where 
she  was  born  November  10.  1S09.  Her  death 
occurred  November  3,  1880.  Their  children 
were:  Sarah  E.  and  Henry  A.,  both  now  deceased. 


iPNEORGE  CLARK  PECK,  who  died  at  his 
home  in  Newtown,  July  8,  1897.  aged  eighty- 
seven  years.  was,  for  the  long  period  of  eightv-two 
vears.  a resident  of  the  town,  one  of  its  upright 
men  and  good  ciiizens  He  was  born,  in  1810. 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  was  of  the  sixth 
generation  from  Joseph  Peck,  of  Milford  |see 
“Connecticut  Pecks’’],  his  line  of  descent  being 
through  ]oseph  (of  the  second  generation),  Eph- 
raim, Gideon  and  Abner. 

Ephraim  Peck  moved  from  Milford  to  New- 
town, where  he  died  in  1760.  In  1716  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Ford;  and  Gideon,  their  son.  born  in 
1725,  married  Abiah  Smith,  in  1752;  their  son, 
Abner,  married  Jane  Botsford.  and  died  in  New- 
town in  1844 

In  his  early  life  our  subject  learned  the  shoe- 
maker's trade,  which  he  followed  for  years,  carry- 
ing on  the  business  in  Newtown.  He  was  a kind 
man,  of  somewhat  retiring  nature,  even-tempeied 
and  indulgent  in  the  home.  He  was  a Christian 
man,  holding  membership  with  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a Repub- 
lican. On  March  4.  1838,  Mr.  Peck  was  mar- 
ried to  Ann  Rebecca  Tomlinson. and  to  the  union 
were  born:  John  F.,  Gideon.  Homer  A..  Cor- 
nelius B.,  Abbie  L.  and  Hattie  M. 

John  F.  Peck  was  born  January  30,  1S39,  in 


Newtown,  and  there  attended  school.  Later  he 
clerked  for  seven  years  in  the  store  of  David 
Johnson.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war 
he  left  the  counter  and  organized  a company,  of 
which  he  became  first  lieutenant,  and  which 
company  was  mustered  into  the  United  State? 
service  as  Company  C,  23d  Conn.  V.  I.  He 
served  faithfully  throughout  the  war,  was  fora 
period  a prisoner  of  war,  and  returned  to  civil 
life  with  an  honorable  record.  After  the  warhe 
made  his  home  in  Chicago,  where  he  was  a 
salesman  in  a business  house  until  a couple  ol 
years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  at  New- 
town, September  8,  1894.  On  December  29. 
1869.  he  was  married  to  Nellie  S.  Ackley,  and 
two  children  were  born  to  them:  Ira  J.  and 
Myra. 

Of  the  other  sons  of  George  C.  Peck,  Horner 
A.,  born  in  1842,  is  a practical  woodworker.  He 
has  been  a resident  of  Ansonia  since  1868.  and 
for  twenty  odd  years  has  been  in  the  employ 01 
the  Ansonia  Brass  & Copper  Company.  He  oc- 
cupies the  position  of  superintendent  of  outside 
work.  He  has  been  secretary  of  the  board  of 
education  since  its  organization.  Socially,  he  is 
a Free  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  in  poli- 
tics he  is  a Republican.  He  married  Mary  A. 
Tuthill,  and  they  have  two  children:  Georgians 
E.  and  Nettie  L. 

Gideon  Peck,  born  in  1841,  learned  the  trade 
of  * carpenter  and  joiner  at  Waterbury,  and  lot 
years  has  followed  it  in  various  places,  being  now 
located  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Cornelius  B.  Peck,  born  in  1846,  has  since 
boyhood  resided  in  New  Haven.  Since  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  weather  bureau  at  the  Yale  Ob- 
servatory, in  about  1884,  he  has  been  engaged  m 
testing  thermometers. 


and 


CAMP  FAMILY.  Lemuel  Camp,  the  pm- 
_ genitor  of  the  numetous  family  of  the  name 
that  have  lived  in  Newtown,  came  from  Milford. 
Conn.,  it  is  supposed,  about  the  time  of  the 
first  settlement  in  1707.  His  nine childten were 
Joel,  John,  Samuel  (died  in  the  French  war, 
Silas,  Julius,  Phebe  (Mrs.  Cyrenius  Hard),  Hop 
pie  fMrs.  Amiel  Peck),  Alice  (Mrs.  Sims) 
Clarissa  (Mrs.  Josiah  Blackman). 

Joel  Camp,  of  the  second  generation,  wa> 
born  October  20,  1734.  and  died  in  October 
1779.  He  married  Ellen  Jackson,  by  whom  he 
had  eight  children,  namely:  Deborah  (Mrs.  Mat- 
thew Sherman).  Lemuel,  John,  Susan  (Mtf- 
Joseph  Wheeler),  Jacob,  Phebe,  Silas,  anC 
Samuel  (who  was  drafted  in  the  war  of  t8l*)- 
Lemuel  Camp,  born  February  16,  17&2’  anC 
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di«d  February  9.  1837,  whose  chief  occupation  j 
was  farming,  was  also  a school  teacher  and  sur-  1 
veyor.  He  was  a man  of  probity  and  intelligence. 
He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Dibble; 
she  died  November  9.  1857,  aged  85  years.  1 
Their  children:  Joel  Trowbridge,  born  March  1,  J 
1794;  Cyrus,  born  March  5,  1796  died  April  20,  , 
1841;  Polly  (Mrs.  Samuel  Fairchild),  born  Jan-  j 
uary  26,  1800.  died  June  3,  1873;  Dibble,  born  j 
February  6,  1798,  died  February  23,  1847;  Adah  , 
(second  wife  of  Beers  Fairchild),  born  March  2S,  ^ 
1802,  died  October  24,  1879;  Maria  (Mrs.  John  I 
Smith),  born  June  6.  1804.  died  July  24.  1867; 
Beach,  born  July  27.  1806,  died  July  8,  1885; 
Hiram,  born  September  1 3.  1808,  died  August 
15.  l86S;  Sarah  Ann  (Mrs.  Zechariah  Clark, 
born  February  14,  1811.  died  June  23.  1 854 ; and 
Mary  Ann,  born  September  21,  1813.  died  July 
24,  1882. 

Joel  Trowbridge  Camp  was  born  March  l, 
1794,  and  died  December  19.  1884  On  April 
15,  1819,  he  married  Polly,  daughter  of  Zadoc 
Fairchild;  she  died  November  23.  1867.  He  was 
fond  of  the  retirement  of  his  own  home  and 
neighborhood,  and  seldom  journeyed  far  from 
either.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  resided 
with  his  children  — the  greater  part  of  the  time 
with  Lemuel  F.,  at  whose  home  he  died.  Their  | 
children  were:  Lemuel  P\,  Lucia  (married  to  [ 

John  K.  Smith),  Edwin,  and  Samuel  B Joel 
Trowbridge  Gamp  was  in  his  earlier  life  a farmer 
and  a man  of  great  industry,  making  upon  his 
own  farm  the  implements  required  in  agriculture. 
He  was  a prosperous  and  successful  farmer,  and 
in  a large  measure  self-made.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  and  a useful 
man  in  the  town.  He  lived  about  one  mile  out 
of  Hawleyville. 

Beach  Camp  was  born  July  27,  1806,  and 
died  July  8,  1885.  the  last  surviver  of  the  ten 
children.  On  October  20.  1830,  he  married 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Rhesa  and  Polly  Foote, 
and  soon  after  he  bought  land  within  sight  of 
his  birthplace,  which  was  always  their  home 
thereafter.  The  selection  of  this  spot,  though 
humble  as  the  home  was,  showed  that  he  had  a 
keen  appreciation  of  the  beautiful,  and  there  for  J 
nearly  fifty-five  years  they  shared  the  joys  and  1 
sorrows  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  mortals.  Their 
children  were:  Dr.  William  Camp,  who  died 

March  23,  1864,  aged  thirty-two  years,  married 
Ophelia  Randall;  Julia  Ann.  wife  of  O.  T.  Tuttle, 
of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  who  died  June  12.  t88o, 
aged  forty-five;  Jane  Eliza,  wife  of  E.  L.  John- 
son; and  Catherine  Frances.  In  infancy  Mr. 
Camp  was  baptized  by  Rev.  Daniel  Burhans. 
was  confirmed  when  sixteen,  and  was  chosen 


warden  of  the  Church  at  thirty-seven,  which 
office  he  held,  with  the  exception  of  two  years, 
from  1843  to  1883.  Neither  summer's  heat  nor 
winter's  cold  hindered  his  attendance  upon  pub- 
lic worship,  and  until  within  three  or  four  years 
his  health  had  been  so  uniformly  good  that  his 
seat  was  so  seldom  vacant  whenever  the  Church 
was  open  for  a divine  service  that  his  absence 
was  always  noticed  and  remarked  upon. 

Hiram  Camp  was  born  September  13.  1818, 
and  was  occupied  through  life  as  a farmer,  in 
Taunton  District,  town  of  Newtown.  He  was  an 
active,  energetic  man,  full  of  business,  and  a 
most  excellent  citizen,  a man  of  good  judgment 
and  business  ability,  and  became  well-to-do.  He 
was  an  Episcopalian  in  his  religious  views;  in 
politics,  first  a Whig,  later  a Republic  in  He 
represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature 
in  1857.  Mr.  Camp  married  Eliza  Barnum,  and 
his  children  were:  Lydia  Jane  (deceased).  Sarah 
Esther,  George  Beach  and  Henry  B.  (both  de- 
ceased). 

Cyrus  Camp  married  Polly  Ann  Botsford.  and 
they  had  six  children:  Gideon  B..  Harriet  and 

Edgar  died  in  early  childhood;  Marcus,  Sarah 
Maria,  and  Gideon  B.  (2).  are  still  living.  The 
widow  died  March  6,  1885,  aged  ninety  years 
and  eight  months. 

Dibble  Camp  was  born  in  Taunton  District, 
town  of  Newtown.  February  6,  1798.  and  died 
February  23.  1847  He  followed  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  ancestors  and  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  in  which  he  continued  throughout  his 
lifetime.  He  was  of  a quiet  disposition  and  had 
no  taste  for  public  life.  He  lived  a good  life, 
and  was  held  in  esteem  by  his  neighbors.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
politically  affiliated  with  the  Whig  party.  He 
married  Esther  Blackman,  and  their  children 
were:  Emily,  Hobart  B.,  and  Daniel  B.  Of 

these,  Emily  married  Henry  Dikeman;  Hobart 
B.  married  Juliette  Hawley,  and  lives  on  the  old 
homestead;  and  Daniel  B.  is  a tinner  by  trade  in 
Newtown.  (He  did  good  service  in  the  Civil 
war  and  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.) 

Hobart  B.  Camp,  born  January  to.  1832. 
occupies  the  homestead  where  he  was  born,  reared 
and  has  ever  since  resided,  engaged  in  farming. 
He  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Newtown. 
In  his  religious  views  he  is  an  Episcopalian; 
politically,  he  is  a Republican.  On  February  11, 
1863.  he  was  married  to  Juliette,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Hawley,  and  their  children  were: 
Anna  L.  (deceased).  Susan  A.  and  Robert  M. 
Of  these.  Susan  A.  is  a school  teacher,  and 
Robert  M.  resides  at  home;  neither  is  married. 

Emily  Camp,  born  August  18,  1833,  became 
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the  wife  of  Henry  B.  Dikeman  (now  deceased),  a 
sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere.  She 
and  her  two  daughters  reside  on  Mount  Pleasant, 
Newtown. 

Daniel  B.  Camp  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm 
February  2t,  1836.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
went  to  Danbury  and  served  four  years  at  the 
tinner's  trade  with  Charles  Hull.  Later  he 
worked  for  a short  time  in  New  Haven,  then  at 
Naugatuck,  in  which  place,  on  August  9,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  H,  15th  Conn.  V.  I.  His 
command  was  in  the  9th  Corps  under  General 
Burnside.  He  made  a good  soldier,  and  returned 
to  Naugatuck  after  two  years  and  eleven  months’ 
faithful  service,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge 
June  27.  1865.  He  resumed  his  former  occupa- 
tion at  Naugatuck,  engaging  in  the  tinning  busi- 
ness there  until  1872,  when  he  came  to  New- 
town village,  where  he  has  ever  since  carried  on 
that  business.  Mr.  Camp  is  now  a Democrat, 
although  he  was  a Republican  until  the  Greeley 
campaign  ol  1872.  In  1885  he  was  a represent- 
ative from  Newtown  in  the  State  Legislature,  and 
he  has  also  held  other  positions  of  honor  and 
trust.  On  November  23,  1859,  he  was  married 
to  Augusta,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Louisa  (Bart- 
lett! Nichols.  She  was  born  February  22,  1839. 
Their  children  are:  Esther  L.,  born  January  27, 
1862;  Grace,  born  October  3,  1872,  married  De- 
cember 29,  1897,  to  Dr.  Clyde  O.  Anderson,  of 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Lemuel  F.  Camp  (son  of  Joel  Trowbridge 
Camp)  was  born  December  8,  1820,  in  Taunton 
District,  town  of  Newtown,  and  died  in  April, 
1894.  In  1855  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Jane, 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Mary  Ann  Lake,  and 
about  this  time  he  erected  the  house  occupied  at 
the  time  of  his  death  by  Hobart  Hawley,  and  re- 
sided there  until  some  years  ago.  In  1893  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  the  Booth  Hawley 
place,  at  Hawleyville.  where  he  died.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Carrie  A.  (deceased),  Alma  M.  (Mrs. 
Charles  B.  Johnson),  Mary  A.  (Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Platt),  Amos  Trowbridge,  and  Sara  A.  (Mrs.  Asa 
Hawley).  Lemuel  F.  Camp  was  possessed  of  a 
taste  for  live-stock,  of  which  he  was  a fine  judge, 
and  he  gave  considerable  attention  to  buying  and 
grazing  cattle  for  the  markets.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics 
was  a Republican. 

Samuel  B.  Camp,  of  Taunton  District,  New- 
town, the  youngest  son  of  Joel  Trowbridge,  a 
farmer  and  respected  citizen,  was  born  in  1828. 
He  has  followed  farming  with  the  exception  of 
two  or  three  years,  during  which  he  was  engaged 
in  comb-making.  He  came  to  his  present  farm 
in  1839.  In  later  years  he  has  engaged  in  stock 


raising,  has  since  been  in  the  milk  business,  and 
he  has  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-fiv> 
acres.  On  National  issues  he  is  a Republican, 
and  he  is  a member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church. 
In  1867  he  was  married  to  Caroline  C.,  daughter 
of  Amos  and  Mary  (Bennett)  Lake,  of  Bethle- 
hem, and  had  children:  Edwin  Beers,  bora  in 
1868;  and  Frank  Bennett,  born  in  1870,  died 
in  1875. 

Luther  Camp,  whose  death  occurred  Novem- 
ber 1 1,  1884,  was  in  his  eighty-seventh  year. 

John  Camp,  his  father,  was  a brother  to 
Lemuel  and  Silas  Camp,  and  the  old  home  was 
the  old  red  house  that  formerly  stood  opposite 
where  Lemuel  F.  Camp  lived.  John  Camp, 
at  his  marriage,  moved  to  Brookfield,  Obtuse 
District,  and  built  the  house  occupied  by  the  late 
Amos  Camp.  He  had  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter: Wheeler,  who  died  unmarried  at  his  home 
in  Brookfield  in  1868,  aged  seventy-two  years; 
Lucy  Ann  (also  unmarried),  who  died  there  in 
1870,  aged  sixty-nine  years;  Amos,  who  died  in 
*877,  aged  seventy-six  (he  had  two  children— 
Beers,  who  died  in  1855,  aged  twenty-five  years 
and  eleven  months,  about  four  months  after  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Jane  Wood,  of  Soothville; 
and  Mary,  who  still  occupies  the  old  home  near 
Horace  Beers). 

Luther  Camp,  soon  after  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Lucy  Foote,  removed  to  the  place  in  Hawley- 
ville which  he  afterward  made  his  home.  His 
second  wife  was  Miss  Olive  Barnum,  of  Bethel. 
They  had  no  children,  but  adopted,  when  only 
two  years  old,  and  loved  as  their  own,  Mrs. 
Camp’s  motherless  niece,  Abigail  Hoyt,  after- 
ward Mrs.  Abigail  Wood.  Mrs.  Wood  tenderly 
cared  for  her  foster-parents  some  years  before 
Mrs.  Camp’s  death,  which  occurred  in  1878,  and 
remained  with  Mr.  Camp  until  less  than  three 
years  ago.  when  she  felt  that  duty  called  her  to 
live  with  her  only  child,  Mrs.  McArthur.  Mr 
Camp  died  at  the  latter's  home. 


MATHANIEL  SELLECK,  M.  D-.  is  one  of 

ill  the  most  successful  medical  practitioners  ol 
Danbury.  Born  and  reared  in  that  city,  he  has 
found  his  best  field  for  work  in  the  place  where 
he  is  best  known,  a fact  which  speaks  volumes 
for  his  worth  and  ability. 

The  Selleck  family  is  of  English  origin,  the 
first  to  cross  the  ocean  being  Nathaniel  Selleck 
our  subject’s  great-grandfather.  The  grandfa- 
ther was  also  named  Nathaniel.  Nathaniel  B.  Sel- 
leck, our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  Maryland, 
and  was  for  many  years  a citizen  of  Danbury, 
although  he  had  extensive  business  interests 
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elsewhere.  He  as  a hatter  by  trade.  but  also 
engaged  in  merchandising  and  carried  on  a large 
logging  business  m Minnesota.  In  connection 
with  these  varied  lines  ol  work  be  made  several 
vovagrs  to  South  Anieru.i.  He  died  in  Decem- 
ber. I S< j I He  married  1 >eiin  M Sherwood.  w ho 
was  born  in  Redding.  I oim..  and  tliev  bail  two 
children  Nathaniel,  our  subject;  and  another 
son.  who  died  in  childhood. 

Doctor  Seller  k was  born  November  22.  I S r > S . 
and  received  his  literary  education  in  the  public 
schools  ol  Danbury,  gradual mg  from  the  high 
school  in  lSSk.  Alter  a preliminary  course  ol 
readme  with  Doctor  benedict,  of  Danbury,  he 
entered  the  Medical  Department  ol  the  I'mvei- 
sitv  ol  the  City  of  New  York  where  he  removed 
his  degree  in  |Sc,i  Alter  spending  two  tears 
in  practue  with  his  lormer  preieptor  he  opened 
an  otnee  on  hw  own  amount,  and  in  the  six 
\i  ars  that  have  mtt  rvenrd  he  litis  limit  up  a large 
and  lucrative  piactim  . his  olnce  is  at  No  2yS 
Main  stieet  t Mir  subiect  belongs  to  the  Dan- 
bury Medical  Sot  ietv.  and  to  the  County  and 
State  Societies,  and  is  highly  esteemed  in  pro- 
fessional circle! 

Doctor  Sebeck  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Inin  - 
diet,  liiimdiier  ol  Darnel  M.  and  Mary  bent - 
diet,  and  they  have  a pleasant  home  on  hosier 
street.  Danburv  1 mi  are  prominent  in  social 
hit.  and  the  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Ant  lent 
Order  ol  boreMers.  I tie-  Am. lent  hssemc  Or  der ; 
I nion  Lodge  No.  40.  F.  \ A.  M ; and  ( rusader 
{ ommanderv,  K.  J In  Ins  political  affiliations, 
he  has  always  been  a Democrat 

FOOTS. . Daniel  boote.  born  in  Stratford. 

Conn..  Juiy  2 17  l son  of  Jellied  and 
Susanna  Foote,  grandson  of  Daniel  Foote,  great- 
grandson  of  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth  iSmithi 
boote,  and  pi  eat  -pi  eat  -pi  a mi  son  of  Nat  ban  ltd  and 
Elizabeth  fDemmpi  hoote.andof  Lieut.  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  Smith  |se**  Coodwins  boote 
Genealogy  and  Savage's  ( it  riealopical  Dic  tion- 
ary], married.  Novemner  (>,  174O.  at  Stratford. 
Sarah  Whitnev.  born  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  Sep- 
tember 1 , 172; 

They  lived  m Stratford  until  after  they  had 
three  children  born,  then  moved  to  Newtown. 
Conn.,  where  tnev  spent  the  rest  of  their  livts 
He  died  June  28.  i;po,  in  his  seventy-second 
year;  she  on  Novemner  2.  179?.  in  the  seventv- 
third  year  of  her  am.  Their  children  were;  (1 
Abipail.  (2',  Anna  married  Stephen  Shepard,  a 
cooper  of  Newtown,  son  of  lobn  Shepard.  They 
resided  in  Newtown  and  there  died  ishe  Novem- 
ber 17,  t S 7 , in  her  seventy-eighth  year;  and  he 


July  24,  1 8 30.  aged  seventy-eight),  and  were 

buried  in  Newtown  cemetery  They  were 
Samiemanians  in  religion.  ( 3 > Charity  Foote, 
born  in  Stratford.  June  2t,  1 7 5 2 . married  Elias 
Bristol,  of  Newtown,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  war 
ol  Kevolution.  and  fell  probably  in  the  early  part 
ol  that  struggle  She  married  (second)  Samuel 
Sanford,  ol  Newtown.  They  settled  and  lived 
at  Newtown.  (4,  Susanna  Foote  married  Amos 
l.riftin,  ol  Newtown,  a son  of  Lieut.  John  and 
bmilah  ! 1 1 nhbell ' Griffin,  of  Newtown.  They 
settled  and  lived  at  Newiown.  (c)  Feter  Foote, 
born  in  Newtown.  August  10.  1759,  a weaver, 
married  Naomi  Gillett.  daughter  of  Samuel,  of 
Newiown.  where  she  was  born  about  1764.  (6) 
Darnel  boote, born  at  Newtown  in  1702,  a farmer, 
married  Betty  Northrop  in  Newtown,  where  she 
was  born  in  1704,  a daughter  of  John  and — 
(Baldwin)  Northrop.  (7)  Jemima  Foote,  born  at 
Newiown.  married  David  Curtis  Wainwright.  (8) 
Lemuel  Foote,  born  at  Newiown,  a farmer, 
married  Charity  Beers. 


J AMES  FOOTE,  hfsckndants  or.  James 
b oote  and  Adah  St i Ison  were  married  April  2 5, 
1774.  and  their  children  with  dales  of  birth 
ate  as  follows.  Hannah  H..  October  3 1 , 1774, 
k’hesa,  April  4.  1776;  Ruth,  December  4',  1781; 
David  S..  March  20,  1783;  Vine,  October  10, 
1785;  Heber.  December  5.  1787;  Milton,  Sep- 
tember 15.  1789;  Ann,  August  31,  1791;  Aure- 
lia. July  7.  1/93;  Arisnoe,  January  7,  1796; 
Abba.  March  7,  1798:  and  James,  June  29, 
l SOI.  Ol  these,  Hannah  died  in  infancy;  Rhesa 
is  referred  to  farther  on;  Ruth  married  a Mr. 
I’heips.  and  went  to  New  York  State;  Heber 
married,  and  went  to  New  York  State;  Ann  mar- 
ried, and  died  in  young  womanhood;  Amelia 
married,  and  went  to  the  State  of  New  York; 
Arisnoe  died  unmarried;  Abba  married  Lyman 
Lake,  and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Hawley- 
ville , lames  married,  and  moved  to  Groton,  N. 
Y.  The  mother  died  August  9.  1834,  in  her 
eightieth  year,  the  father  on  February  25,  18 — , 
and  tiie  remains  of  both  rest  in  Newtown  ceme- 
tery 

Rhesa  Foote  was  a shoemaker  by  trade  and 
occupation  through  life;  also  worked  at  book- 
binding He  w as  a Christian  man,  being  a mem- 
ber ol  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  and  a respected 
cits/.en  of  the  town.  He  built  the  house,  at  the 
loot  of  Newtown  Street,  now  occupied  by  John 
Nash  He  married  Pollv  Hawley,  of  Monroe, 
t mill.,  and  they  had  the  following  children, 
some  of  whom  became  especially  useful  and 
prominent  in  the  various  walk  of  life:  (1) 
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Julia  M.,  born  November  8,  1809,  married 
Charles  Stillson  and  moved  to  New  York  State. 

(2)  Catherine  H..  born  July  31,  1811,  married 
Beach  Camp.  (3)  George  L.  Foote  was  born 
March  3,  1812.  He  learned  the  shoemaker’s 
trade  partially  with  his  father  (who  died  when 
the  son  was  fifteen  years  of  age)  and  partially 
in  Bridgeport,  but  he  concluded  to  study  for  the 
ministry.  He  prosecuted  his  studies  at  Eliza-  | 
beth,  N.  J.,  in  connection  with  teaching  there  as  I 
the  assistant  of  B.  G.  Noble,  and  was  gradu-  1 
ated  from  Washington  (now'  Trinity)  College  in 
1837.  He  was  largely  instrumental  in  the  found- 
ing of  the  Newtown  Academy,  and  while  its  prin- 
cipal there  was  married,  April  28.  1839.  to 
Minerva  Tuttle.  On  June  9,  1840.  he  was  or- 
dained as  deacon  in  Trinity  Church.  New  Haven, 
and  priest  in  St.  John’s  Church,  Bridgeport,  No- 
vember 9,  1841.  For  ten  years  he  was  rector 
of  Christ  Church,  Roxbury,  Conn.  During  the 
next  six  years  he  was  rector  of  Zion  Church,  Mc- 
Lean. N.  Y. ; founded  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Trux- 
ton.  Conn.;  for  two  years  was  rector  of  Christ 
Church,  Shelboume,  N.  Y.  From  that  field  he 
went  to  New  Berlin,  as  associate  rector  and  prin- 
cipal of  St.  Andiews  School,  remaining  three 
years.  In  March,  i860,  he  was  settled  rector  of 
Zion  Church,  at  Morris,  N.  Y..  where  he  died 
November  7,  1803.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
this  union,  seven  of  whom  survived  the  father. 

(3)  Frederick  and  (4)  Marv  died  in  infancy. 

(O  Frederick  W.  Foote  was  born  October 
23,  1816.  His  father  dying  when  he  was  ele\ en 
vears  old  he.  at  twelve,  went  to  live  with  David 
Curtis,  a comb  maker  on  Mile  Hill,  Newtown, 
with  whom  he  lemained  three  years.  He  then 
returned  to  his  home,  and  until  seventeen,  dur- 
ing the  summers,  worked  at  whatever  he  found 
to  do,  attending  school  through  the  winters.  At 
seventeen  he  went  to  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  and  there 
taught  for  two  years  in  a district  school.  Next 
he  was  for  a time  assistant  in  the  Trenton  Acad- 
emy, his  superior  being  Rev.  Samuel  Starr, 
brother  of  the  late  Edward  Starr,  of  Newtown. 
After  two  vears  there  he  returned  to  Newtown, 
and  for  a time  was  assistant  to  his  brother,  the 
principal  of  the  Newtown  Academy.  In  1839 
he  returned  to  Elizabeth.  N.  J , and  for  thirty 
vears  he  was  uninterruptedly  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  went  into 
journalism,  purchasing  the  New  Jersey  Journal. 
In  1871  he  established  the  Elizabeth  Daily  Jour- 
nal. which  he  left  in  a flourishing  condition  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  March  18, 
1879.  For  forty  years  he  was  a communicant 
in  St.  John's  Parish,  and  for  twenty  years  its 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  In  1840  fie  was 


married  to  Vashti  Thompson,  and  they  had  nine 
children,  seven  of  whom  survived  him,  as  did  also 
his  wife.  (6)  Mary,  born  April  13,  1819,  mar- 
ried Rev.  H.  V.  Gardner,  and. died  September 
1 1,  18 — , in  East  Aurora,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Gardner 
was  a lovely,  Christian  character.  (7)  Harriet, 
born  April  13.  1819.  became  the  wife  of  Rev. 
William  Atwill,  an  Episcopal  clergyman.  (8 
Robert  died  in  childhood.  (9)  Henry,  a prac- 
ticing physician,  died  in  Newtown  when  a young 
man.  (10)  Jane  married  Walter  B.  Welton,  of 
Bridgewater,  and  died  in  Newtown. 

JrOHNSON.  There  are  now  residing  in  New- 

town descendants  of  the  seventh  generation 
from  Ichabod  Johnson,  who  was  the  earliest 
1 ancestor  of  whom  we  have  any  knowledge  ol 
I the  Johnsons  of  Newtown,  referred  to  in  what 
j follows: 

Ichabod  and  Elizabeth  Johnson  were  resi- 
I dents  of  the  southern  part- of  the  town  as  early 
1 as  some  time  in  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  Their  children  were:  John;  Hannah 

Jerusha;  Eben;  Abel,  born  March  26,  174b 
Molly,  born  October  30.  1750;  Mabel,  born  Dt- 
1 cember  21,  1752;  Huldah,  born  August  26.  l/35: 

1 and  Enos,  born  October  13,  1757.  There  is  a 
1 record  made  on  the  town  records  of  Newtown 
| of  the  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  the  last  five 
I children  just  given. 

John  Johnson,  son  of  Ichabod,  married,  Ac- 
gust  9,  1765,  Dolly  Hurd,  of  Monroe,  and  his 
children  were:  Ezra  H.,  born  January  14.  b":: 

Abraham,  died  when  nineteen;  Clarissa;  baaC: 
Jacob;  Joseph;  Eben;  John;  Lucy;  Dolly;  Abra- 
ham; Daniel;  Sally;  Eli;  Elias;  and  Benjamin 
Some  of  these  children  were  born  to  a sec°n(^ 
marriage  of  the  father.  It  is  worthy  oi  not? 
and  somewhat  remarkable  that  there  were  nine 
of  the  children  who  were  tailors  by  trade. 

Ezra  H.  Johnson,  son  of  John,  was  born 
January  14,  1772,  and  died  February  17, '851- 
aged  eighty-five  years.  On  February  ll,  '79> 
he  was  married  to  Rebecca  Northrop,  who  die 
January  22,  1838,  in  her  sixty- fifth  year.  Then 
j children  were : Charles,  born  January  31- 

I 1798,  died  September  29,  1799;  Charles  (-  ■ 
born  December  6,  1/99;  Clarissa,  born  Decern- 
I her  23.  1 806,  died  April  25,  1810;  a daughter 
I born  December  15,  1808.  died  in  infancy;  ]°"c 
I born  December  16.  1809.  Ezra  H.  Johnson, 

! the  father  of  these  children,  was  a tailor  by'ra  l: 
and  lived  his  long  life  amid  the  scenes  of  1 
■ youth  in  Newtown.  He  was  a quiet  man.o  a 
I kindly  nature  and  disposition,  making  a g° 

I neighbor  and  citizen. 
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John  Johnson,  son  of  Ezra.  was  born  Decem- 
ber 16.  1809,  and  died  December  1 7,  1873  He  1 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Betsey  1 
(Hinc)  Dibble.  |ohn  Dibble,  born  November  13. 
1786.  died  November  16.  1830.  and  Betsev.  his 
wile,  born  August  11,  1780.  died  about  187;. 
Jo(in  Dibbie  was  a son  of  l’hilo  1'.  Dibble,  who 
was  born  in  17(13.  and  died  in  18:17.  Eunice.  1 
wile  ol  Philo  Dibble.  was  i>orn  in  1700.  and  died 
in  1834  ’In  |niin  and  Mary  (Dibble,  Johnson 
were  born  Edward,  who  died  March  16.  |S(>8.  m 
his  twenty-first  war.  Rebel  ra.  who  died  Decem- 
ber 29.  Iv97.  in  her  filtv-lourth  year;  and  thtee 
who  die<l  m intancx.  )<din  |olmson  was  occu- 
pied thiouyh  hie  in  act icult ural  pursuits  He  , 
lived  in  bout  h ( cut  re  District,  town  of  Nrwimui.  1 
Belore  the  Civil  war,  in  the  (lavs  of  siawrv.  he 
was  a zealous  supporter  of  the  Anti-s'ia  wtv  mo  \ 
merit,  and  ft  ndered  assistant  e theiein  in  the 
••  tinderpiound  railroad  ’ system  In  this  fie  had  ■ 
the  svmpathy  and  support  of  tus  wife. 

Chakies  J ( 1 it s s ( 1 s;  von  of  Ezra  H..  was  l><  r n 
December  6.  179',.  and  died  May  7.  1871  ( >11 

Mav  23,  1826.  he  was  mat  tied  to  Julia,  daughter 
of  Aluiah  and  Hannah  'Sanford  1 Met ritt . and  the 
marriage  was  biessed  with  two  childten.  namely. 
Adeline,  born  Juiv  17.  1828.  married  William 
Fairchild,  of  I aniiton  District,  town  of  Newtown, 
and  Ezra  l.evan.  born  No\eud>er  it,  1832 

1 n tfie  early  \ ears  of  Mr  Johnson's  111:1  nliood  tin 
comb-making  lusipcw  in  ttus  section  of  New  K. r » v - 
land  was  one  ol  the  leading  occupations  lie 
learned  the  trade  in  earlv  life,  and  followed  the 
business  in  Newtown  until  about  1840,  alter  winch 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  on  the  place  now  occu- 
pied by  the  sol,  Mr.  Johnson  was  an  Old  hue 
Whig  in  bis  political  views,  and  on  the  formation 
of  the  Kepublu  an  party  espoused  its  principles. 
While  he  had  no  [ articular  taste  for  public  prefer- 
ment. fie  at  times  came  before  the  public  when  it  1 
seemed  the  desue  of  his  fellow  citizens.  In  1837 
he  w as  one  of  the  tepr«  senta lives  of  the  tow  n m t fie 
State  Legislature.  Religiously,  fie  was  of  the 
faith  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  fie  held 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  community 

Ezra  Levan  Johnson,  son  of  Charies.  is  a 
native  of  South  Centre  District,  horn  November 
JI.  1832,  on  the  homestead  where  thus  far  his 
life  has  been  parsed  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  began  teaching  school,  and  followed  t he  pro- 
fession for  nearly  a decade,  mainly  in  Newtown. 
Since  1838  he  has  been  an  agriculturist.  In 
1854,  while  engaged  as  a teacher,  his  fellow 
townsmen  placed  him  on  the  hoard  of  education, 
and  with  little  exception  he  has  continued  there- 
on from  that  period  to  this.  For  quite  fifty 
years  he  has  luen  closely  identified  with  the  edu-  , 


rational  interests  of  Newtown.  Such  an  evi- 
dence of  his  usefulness  as  a citizen,  and  of  the 
community’s  appreciation  of  him  as  a man.  needs 
no  comment.  As  vestryman  in  Trinity  Episco- 
pal Church  Mr.  Johnson  is  active  in  religious 
work,  and  his  name  is  ever  foremost  among  those 
favoring  and  advocating  measures  calculated  for 
t fie  elevation  of  mankind.  He  has  been  fre- 
quently a delegate  from  the  Church  to  its  con- 
ventions. and  his  voice  is  olten  heard  in  its 
deliberations.  His  make-up  has  fitted  him  for 
usefulness  Of  a literary  taste.  Mr.  Johnson  is 
not  miliequontly  called  upon  to  entertain  in  that 
hue  m soc  ial  and  educational  gatherings.  Polit- 
ically. he  has  followed  in  the  fo  >tsteps  of  his 
father,  and  is  a stanch  Republican.  He  has 
served  his  town  as  selectman 

( )n  October  to,  1838.  Mr.  Johnson  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Jane  Eliza,  daughter  of  Beach  and 
t atharme  (Foote)  Camp,  a sketch  of  whom  is 
given  elsewhere.  Mrs.  Johnson,  who  was  born 
April  (>.  1837,  in  her  early  life  taught  school  in 
various  localities  m Newtown,  and  is  conse- 
quently known  and  remembered  bv  the  vouth  of 
that  dav  as  a teacher.  She  is  a woman  of  'orce 
of  c 1. darter,  and  her  infiuence  for  good  lias  been 
felt  in  the  community.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John- 
son have  come  children  as  follows  William 
( amp.  born  June  16.  1802.  married  Catherine 
Augusta,  daughter  of  Lamson  B.  Lake;  Charles 
Bead),  horn  |une  16.  1X02,  married  Alma  M., 
daughter  of  Lemuel  F.  t amp;  Levan  Merritt, 
born  July  10.  1804.  married  Mrs.  Nellie  Fair- 
child.  nt'f  Hartshorne;  and  Frederick  Foote, 
horn  April  23.  1866,  married  Susan  Lynne  Beers 
the  is  the  rector  ol  an  Episcopal  Church  in  Red- 
lands. Cal.,  is  a graduate  of  Trinity  College, 
also  took  a three-vears’  course  at  Berkley  Divin- 
ity School  and  while  there  was  private  secretary 
to  Bishop  John  Williams). 

The  Mekkitt  Family  into  which  Charles 
Johnson,  son  of  Ezra  H . married,  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  Newtown.  The  Merritts 
were  originally  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  and 
from  Milford  here  came  t fie  ancestor  of  Abijah 
Merritt,  referred  to  in  what  follows.  John  Mer- 
ritt was  one  of  three  brothers  who  came  from 
the  North  of  Ireland  some  time  about  1 74O.  He 
was  frozen  to  death  on  Milford  beach,  when  out 
one  cold  winter's  day  digging  clams  He  left  a 
son.  John,  who  migrated  from  Milford  when  a 
young  tnan  and  married  Hannah  Wheeler,  of 
Monroe.  The  country  was  a wilderness  then, 
and  he  put  up  their  first  shelter  on  Pine  Swamp 
hill,  in  the  south  part  of  Newtown,  in  the  Hunt- 
ington school  district.  Remains  of  the  6x8  cel- 
lar still  exist,  and  tansy,  live-for-ever  and  yellow 
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lilies,  descendants  of  long  years  gone  by,  mark 
the  spot  beyond  all  question.  His  was  the  only 
white  man’s  hut  in  that  vicinity,  and  the  place 
still  retains  the  name  given  it  then,  and  is  known 
bv  all  the  natives  now  as  “Merritt  hill.”  John 
had  one  son,  Abijah.  who  showed  his  loyalty  to 
his  father  by  contributing  (as  the  records  show) 
to  his  support,  during  the  last  twenty  years  of 
his  life,  $1.1 39.09.  He  died  March  25,  1827, 
aged  eighty-one  years,  and  was  buried  in  Hunt- 
ington cemetery. 

Abijah  Merritt,  son  of  John  and  Hannah 
/Wheeler)  Merritt,  who  were  residents  of  New- 
town, was  born  here  in  1775.  and  died  January 
.15,  1854.  His  wife  died  December  3,  1S39, 
when  aged  sixty-five  years.  Their  children  were: 
Julia,  born  September  15,  1804,  and  Levan 
Wheeler.  Abijah  Merritt  was  one  of  the  prom- 
inent public  men  of  his  day  in  Newtown.  When 
.a  bov  he  was  bound  out  until  of  age  to  learn  the 
.trade  of  cloth-making.  He  lived  in  Sandy  Hook, 
and  followed  thru  occupation  when  such  goods 
■were  made  by  hand.  Later  on,  he  gave  up  that 
(business  and  operated  a gristmill.  In  middle  life 
•he  was  quite  active  in  public  affairs,  and  his 
name  is  frequently  on  record  in  town  business. 
From  1S15  to  1835  he  was  frequently  selectman 
of  the  town.  A man  of  good  business  ability, 
strict  integrity  and  of  sound  judgment,  he  had  the 
settlement  of  many  estates,  which  with  other 
(business  in  that  line  kept  him  busy  and  led  to 
his  dropping  out  of  active  pursuits  in  other  lines. 


years  was  engaged  as  a clerk  for  Chase  & Britt. 
I on  the  canai  dock.  In  1840  he  bought  2nd 
operated  the  flouring-mill  occupied  some  year; 
ago  by  B.  A.  Gilbert,  and  after  selling  the  mill 
he  retired  from  active  business.  Hewasalway; 
greatly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  Medina,  arc 
frequently  served  as  trustee,  assessor  and  ont.V 
I board  of  education.  Being  a man  of  strides 
I integrity,  he  was  constantly  called  upon  to  settit 
estates  until  advancing  years  required,  release 
[ from  such  responsibilities.  A peculiarly  stronj. 
attachment  to  his  native  town  always  existed, 
and  he  often  expressed  the  wish  that  his  affair- 
might  be  so  arranged  as  to  permit  him  to  retain 
to  Newtown  to  live  during  the  closing  years  ot 
life. 

On  April  2 1 , 1840,  Mr.  Merritt  was  married 
I to  Cynthia  P.  Loomis,  of  Clarkson,  N.  Y.,  anc 
1 seven  children  were  bom  to  the  marriage 
I Charles  j.,  who  lives  in  Chicago;  Henry  S.,  a 
1 resident  of  Elkader,  Iowa;  Lee  W.,  of  Medina 
Julia;  Cynthia  A. : and  H.  Elsie.  One  child  die: 

1 in  infancy.  Of  these,  Charles  J.  lived  in  N*»- 
! town  for  three  years  before  the  Civil  war,  and 
l enlisted  in  Company  D,  1st  Connecticut  Cavalry 
i He  married  Miss  Esther  B.  Fairchild  (daughter 
1 of  Joseph  B.  Fairchild),  who  died  February :. 

| 1890. 


TwT'ILLIAM  EDSON  HAWLEY  is  a prom  - 
Mjjt  nent  dairyman  and  agriculturist  of  Ne»- 


I town  township,  and  his  farm  is  one  of  the  bestir, 

I that  locality.  He  has  also  been  well  known  in 

LEVAN  W.  MERRITT,  an  esteemed  citizen  I business  circles  as  a dealer  in  cattle  and  horse; 

1 of  Sandy  Hook,  town  of  Newtown,  died  1 and  as  a citizen  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  lor  hi; 

August  23,  r886.  1 many  sterling  qualities. 

His  parents  were  of  true  New  England  stock.  The  Hawley  family  has  been  identified  with 
His  father,  Abijah  Merritt,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  I this  section  from  an  early  date.  Benjsntir. 
vears.  was  bound  out  to  learn  the  trade  of  a I Hawley,  our  subject's  father,  was  for  manyyear; 
cloth-dresser,  and  after  an  apprenticeshrp  of  six  1 engaged  in  agriculture  and  in  the  cattle  business, 
years  was,  in  1796,  discharged.  With  a good  i dealing  chiefly  in  working  cattle.  He  settlec 
trade,  well  learned,  and  two  suits  of  new  home-  1 upon  his  marriage,  at  the  homestead  now oca 
spun  clothes,  but  without  a dollar  in  his  pocket,  j pied  by  our  subject,  and  the  foundations  ol  L 
he  commenced  business  for  himself  in  Sandy  1 house,  a little  above  the  present  residence,  a)’ 
Hook,  Newtown,  from  which  place  he  never  1 still  to  be  seen.  By  successful  management  1« 
removed,  until  called  away  bv  death.  He  was  I became  one  ol  the  substantial  citizens  ol  k- 
a self-made  man.  whose  word  at  any  time  was  town.  Although  he  was  not  an  office  seeker,  L 
as  good  as  his  bond.  For  many  years  be  was  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Repel 

entrusted  with  the  towns  affairs  as  selectman,  1 lican  organization  in  his  district.  He  war  <• 
and  was  sought  after,  as  long  as  he  would  agree  member  of  Trinitv  Episcopal  Church  at  Re“ 
to  serve,  ior  the  settlement  of  estates.  It  was  a 1 town,  and  attended  divine  service  with  great  re- 
part  of  bis  cre  ed  never  to  spend  a dollar  until  he  1 ularity,  being  an  active  helper  in  all  forms  0 
had  earned  it.  |See  sketch  of  Merritt  family.]  1 religious  work.  He  died  July  30,  1 883,  and L 

Levan  W.  Merritt,  our  subject,  was  born  1 estimable  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eme>w 

June  24,  1806.  in  Sandy  Hook.  In  November,  1 Glover,  passed  away  April  2,  1880.  They  hao 

1833,  he  went  to  Medina,  N.  Y. , and  for  several  ! the  following  children:  Mary;  Frederick;  Su^an- 
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who  married  John  K.  Smith,  of  Lake  George 
District,- Newtown;  Juliette,  who  married  Ho- 
bart B.  Camp,  and  resides  south  of  Hawlevville; 
William  Kdson,  our  subject ; Margaret,  wile  of 
Homer  W.  White,  a carpenter,  residing  in  Ob- 
tuse District,  town  of  Brookfield,  this  county: 
Anna,  wife  of  Duane  Stone,  of  Moryall,  New 
Milford;  and  Saiah.  wile  of  H.  D.  Lake,  of  Ob- 
tuse, town  of  Brookfield. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  16,  1859.  at 
the  present  homestead,  and  attended  district 
school  and  Newtown  Academy,  Professor  b tench 
being  the  teacher  at  that  time.  After  leaving 
school  Mr.  Jfawiev  remained  at  home  until  about 
the  time  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  when  he  em- 
barked in  business  as  a dealer  in  cattie  and 
horses,  and  he  bought  many  horses  for  the  gov- 
ernment servue  in  l anada,  as  well  as  slock  cat- 
tle, which  he  shipped  home  to  sell  to  the  farmers 
for  fattening  He  was  the  first  one  to  paydirt)  on 
cattle  that  crowd  the  line  at  Buffalo  at  that 
time.  As  the  business  became  less  profitable  he 
discontinued  his  t anada  trade  and  bought  fat 
rattle  lor  the  markets  of  Bridgeport  and  New 
Haven,  at  the  same  time  carrying  on  an  exten- 
sive dairy  busines*-. 

On  February  3.  1809,  Mr.  Hawley  married 
Miss  Mary  F.  'Jerull.  who  was  born  January  go. 
1848,  daughter  of  L.  G.  Terrill,  a farmer  of  the 
town  of  Brookfield,  tins  county.  Of  their  chil- 
dren the  eldest , William  Kdwin,  born  January  9. 
1870,  died  August  It,  1872;  Edward  B. , born 
July  5,  1871,  died  December  27,  1890;  Ainmie 
hmelme,  born  December  8,  1873,  married 

Homer  Baldwin.  November  30,  1898.  Lrnest, 
born  December  go,  187).  and  William  Stanley, 
born  September  18,  1877,  are  at  home;  Jabez 
Carlton,  born  January  8.  1880,  died  September 
22,  1897;  Mary  Alice,  born  March  23.  1882.  died 
January  24,  189c;  Harry  Nichols,  born  June  15, 
1K84,  and  Helen  Fairchild,  born  January  30, 
1887,  are  at  borne  , The  family  attend  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church,  at  Newtown.  Mr.  Haw  lev- 
takes  much  interest  in  local  affairs,  and  in  poli- 
tics he  is  a firm  supporter  of  the  Kepubhcan 
party,  having  voted  that  ticket  since  Lincoln  s 
first  campaign,  in  1800. 

J ABEZ  BOTSEOKD  PECK  'deceased  . son 
1 of  Isaac  Perk,  was  of  the  sixth  generation 
from  Joseph  Perk  of  Milford.  [See  ••Con- 
necticut Peck-."'  His  line  of  descent  is  through 
Joseph  f 2 1.  Samuel.  Samuel  (21.  and  Isaac 

Jabez  Botslord  Peck  was  born  December  to. 
1804.  He  married  Henrietta,  daughter  of 
Charles  Jarvis,  a descendant  of  Bishop  Jarvis. 


' Mr.  Peck  died  June  26,  1877,  and  Mrs.  Peck 
, passed  away  February  22,  1877,  aged  sixty-six 
, years  Mr.  Peck  was  occupied  through  life  in 
(arming,  owning  a farm  on  Mt  Pleasant.  New- 
town He  was  a member  of  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  his  political  views  was  a Whig, 
later  a Kepubhcan  His  children  were:  (1) 
Charles  A.,  a resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. , has 
been  in  the  storage  business  in  New  York  City 
1 for  forty  years  or  more.  In  early  life  he  went 
1 to  Bridgeport,  where  he  was  a clerk  in  a dry- 
, goods  store  for  some  years,  thence  removing  to 
New  York,  and  for  a time  was  engaged  in  a 
grocery  home.  He  married  Mary  E..  daughter 
l of  Joseph  Oliver,  of  Brooklyn,  and  their  children 
now  hv  mg  are  —Charles  B..  William  J.,  and  Mary 
E.  (2  Elizabeth  J.  married  Samuel  J.  Pinkney,  of 
New  York,  and  her  children  are — Henry  W. , 
|ennie  E.,  and  Elizabeth  T.  (3)  Capt.  Albert  W. 
Peck,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  went  to  Bridge- 
l port  and  entered  the  employ  of  Moseman  & 
Sturdcvant;  was  also  with  Hall  & Read  and  E. 

, Birdsey  Nr  Co.,  who  were  carrying  on  a dry- 
, goods  store,  and  was  there  some  ten  or  twelve 
, years,  during  seven  of  which  he  was  a member 
- of  the  State  militia,  being  identified  part  ol  the 
1 time  with  the  Washington  Light  Hoards,  and 
then  with  the  City  Guards.  On  July  22.  1802. 
he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  D,  17th 
Conn.  V.  I , and  was  soon  thereafter  made 
orderly  sergeant.  On  November  15.  1862,  he 
was  promoted  to  second  lieutenant,  and  after 
1 the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  he  was  again  pro- 
1 moted,  this  time,  February  20.  1864,  to  a first 
! lieutenancy.  His  next  promotion  was  June  29, 

1 1805.  when  he  became  captain.  Captain  Peck 
was  first  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  2nd 
Brigade,  tst  Divison,  nth  Army  Corps,  then  in 
, August,  1863.  his  command  was  sent  South,  and 
was  in  the  Department  of  the  South.  Through 
the  three-days’  battle  of  Gettysburg  Captain  Peck 
was  in  command  of  the  company,  and  lost,  in 
killed,  wounded  and  captured,  twenty-seven  out 
of  thirty-six  men.  His  command  was  at  the 
siege  and  bombardment  of  Charleston,  S.  C., 
was  finally  mustered  out  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C., 
July  19,  and  was  discharged  in  August  following. 
On  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  home,  and 
for  some  two  years  was  again  in  the  store  of  his 
former  employers.  E.  Birdsey  & Co. , in  Bridgeport. 
Later,  for  about  four  years,  he  was  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Peck  & Beers,  who  had  a general  store 
in  Newtown  village.  Since  then  he  has  occupied 
the  old  home  farm  on  Mt.  Pleasant,  Newtown, 
and  been  engaged  in  farming.  Captain  Peck  is 
a Kepubhcan,  and  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  has  served  as  commander  of  Custer- 
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Post  No.  46,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Sandy  Hook,  and  of  I Ophelia,  wife  of  L.  B.  Sage,  a dealer  in  station- 
which  he  is  now  officer  of  the  day.  1 ery  and  jewelry  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Charles 

On  December  27,  1865,  Capt.  A.  W.  Peck  Harrison,  our  subject;  and  John  Gilbert,  whore- 

married  Louisa  W., daughter  of  Charles  M.  Booth,  sides  in  Newtown  and  is  in  t he  employ  of  hL' 

of  Bridgeport,  Conn. , and  their  children  are:  (a)  brother. 

Robert  N.,  born  October  4,  1866,  married  Helen  Mr  Gay’s  education  was  begun  in  the  district 

L.  Curtis,  of  Chicago,  March  3,  1894.  and  has  1 schools  of  the  town  of  Bethel,  where  he  also 
one  son,  Eugene  Curtis,  born  February  5.  1895  | studied  for  a few  years  in  the  academy.  A: 

(b)  Dr.  Charles  H.,  born  June  18,  1870.  married  I the  age  of  seventeen  he  turned  his  attentionto 
Betsey  F.  Chaffee,  of  Montreal,  Canada.  Septein-  1 wagon  making,  and  after  working  for  a short 
her  2.  1896.  and  has  one  son,  born  June  25.  | time  in  Bridgeport  he  apprenticed  himself  tc 
1899.  (c)  Grace  L.,  born  January  13,  1873.  I Stephen  Chase,  of  Bethel,  for  a term  of  four 

married,  June  22,  1899,  James  S.  Minor,  of  New  years.  When  his  time  expired  he  remained  one 

York  City,  (d)  Albert  W.  Peck,  Jr.,  born  July  S,  year  as  a journeyman,  and  then  went  to  Bridge 

1880.  port,  where  he  continued  the  same  employment 

(4)  Nelson  J.  entered  the  United  States  for  a year.  He  spent  one  year  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 

service  during  the  Civil  war,  August  24.  1862,  in  l at  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  but  the  companion 

Company  C,  23rd  Conn.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  lost  his  1 with  other  localities  caused  him  to  determine  it 
life  June  5,  1863,  at  Bayou  Boeuf,  La.,  where  he  1 make  his  permanent  home  in  his  native  county 
was  accidentally  drowned,  at  the  age  ol  twenty-  I Returning  to  Bethel  he  soon  afterward,  in  1 So;, 
three  years.  I located  in  Newtown,  near  the  village,  where  hf 

| y,as  sjnce  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 

| carriages. 

CHARLES  HARRISON  GAY,  carriage  man-  Politically,  Mr.  Gay  is  a stanch  Republican. 

ufactuier.  Newtown,  was  born  June  n,  I but  while  he  is  interested  in  all  that  relates  it 
1842.  in  the  town  of  Weston,  this  county  , and  is  j progress  he  does  not  take  an  active  part  in  pet 

of  Holland-Dutch  descent  on  the  paternal  side.  I lie  affairs.  He  is  a leading  member  of  Trinity 

His  grandfather,  John  B.-  Gay,  was  a leading  I Episcopal  Church  of  Newtown,  and  at  one tim-. 
resident  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. . and  at  one  time  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
.owned  about  two  hundred  acres  of  land  at  the  1 with  which  he  is  still  identified  as  a member 0! 
present  site  of  Yassar  College.  By  occupation  I Hiram  Lodge  No.  18,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Bethei. 
he  was  a hotel  keeper,  and  he  took  an  influential  l Connecticut. 

part  in  many  movements  for  the  development  — 

of  his  city,  being  a friend  and  associate  of 

Matthew  and  John  Vassar,  and  other  men  of  TfOHN  RUSSELL  SMITH,  an  old  and  ts 
public  spirit.  By  his  wife,  Mahitabel,  he  had  Ij  teemed  resident  of  Lake  George  District, 
four  children,  viz.:  John,  our  subject's  father;  1 J town  of  Newtown,  is  descended  in  both  pa- 

Emina.  who  married  Jesse  Wood,  of  Newburg,  1 lernal  and  maternal  lines  from  pioneer  famine 
N.  Y. ; Frances,  wife  of  James  Hatfield;  and  an-  i of  this  localitv. 

other  daughter.  There  is  a family  tradition  that  the  district  m 

John  Gav,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  i which  Mr.  Smith  resides  received  its  naim 
in  1804,  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  He  became  a I through  his  paternal  and  maternal  great-giea'- 
hatter  by  trade,  and  the  greater  portion  of  bis  life  | grandfathers,  one  of  whom  was  George  Smite 
was  spent  in  Bethel,  this  county,  his  death  oc-  | and  the  other  Nathan  Lake.  These  mencann 
curring  there  in  1868.  In  business  he  was  quite  ! together  from  Old  Millord,  Conn.,  and  settlec 
successful,  and  he  was  active  in  local  affairs,  be-  i on  the  site  of  the  home  of  our  subject,  where  he 
ing  especially  prominent  as  an  advocate  of  Tern-  was  born  March  5.  1 S 1 9.  and  where  he  has  eve: 
perance  reform.  He  was  one  of  the  first  signers  since  resided.  The  surname  of  one,  Lake,  anc 
to  the  petition  to  establish  the  “Maine  law”  in  I the  Christian  name  of  the  other,  George, 
Bethel,  a movement  which  resulted  in  keeping  the  i combined,  and  hence  the  name  Lake  George 
town  free  from  liquor  selling  for  more  than  forty  j District. 

years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Sons  of  Tern-  : John  Smith  was  horn  June  17.  1 74D  and  ^ 

perance,  and,  like  all  of  his  family,  he  was  an  ! November  16,  1799.  He  married  Hannah  Boctr.. 
active  adherent  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  1 and  their  children  were:  John,  Squire  Van.  a"1 
wife,  Alina  Julia  Nichols,  of  Greenfield  Hill,  this  I Hannah.  Of  these  children,  John  Smith,  vo: 
county,  survived  him  a few  years.  They  had  foui  I subject’s  father,  was  horn  June  18,  1793-  ^ 
children,  as  follows:  Miss  Abigail  Nichols  Gay  | like  all  of  his  ancestors  before  him  he  follo"fC 
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agricultural  pursuits  tbrouphout  lilt.  lie  was  an 
upripht  man.  was  ht-lci  in  high  esteem  by  his 
neighbors  and  b-Iinw  citizens.  was  identified  with 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  his  political  views 
was  a Whip  and  Kcpubiu  an.  He  was  twice 
marrie<l.  MuM  i to  Susan  Lake  in  I S i S.  and 
(strondi  on  April  i.  i S 5 4 . to  Maria  Camp  His 
children  tall  by  his  tirst  mauiage  were:  John 

K <:c<;e  11  is  our  subject;  Eliza  Jane  married  Mar- 
cus ( amp;  and  Susan  married  Henrv  K.  Weed, 
ol  Bethel.  ( oriri.  The  mother  of  these  died 
September  19,  1M3.  aped  thirty-hve  Mars,  and 
the  father  on  July  19,  1838.  His  second  wife 
survived  him  seme  Mars,  dving  July  24.  1807. 

Susan  (Lake)  Smith,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
lect.  was  a daughter  of  |ohn  Lake,  a farmer  of 
La ke  ( >cotpe  I )istr ir  t . and  a pa t riot  of  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  John  Lake  and  his  wife  Susan  < 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  ten  children: 
Sr  bra.  )'  hn.  Laac.  Walter,  Thomas,  Polly.  Sallv.  1 
Ciara,  Fanny  and  Suuin  All  married  and  had 
farnil.es,  except  L.iar  The  s-ms  were  all  farmers, 
and  most  of  tliern  lived  in  the  present  John  Rus- 
sell Smith  neighborhood  Several  of  the  daugh- 
ters  married  and  settled  in  the  State  of  New 
Wrk.  while  the  others  married  and  remained  in  1 
Fairfield  count \ 

John  Russell  Smith  i.as  been  one  of  the  ' 
steadv -going  larmers  r,f  Lake  Ceotpe  Histrict, 
quietly  pursunip  the  even  tenor  of  his  way 
throuphoiit  his  many  viars  residence  in  the  one 
place.  He  cast  his  tirst  vote  for  Harrison  in 
the  memorable  "Tippeiauoe  and  Tyler  too"  . 
campaipn  of  1840.  ami  has  ever  since  voted  for 
the  Presidents  who  liavt  espoused  the  princi- 
ples of  the  old  Whip  and  Republican  parties. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Lpiscopal  Church,  and 
is  a conscientious  and  reliable  man.  On  Jan- 
uary 7.  1852,  he  m.nried  Lucia,  daughter  of 
Joel  Trowbridpe  ( amp  She  died  May  9.  1872. 
without  issue,  and  on  October  29,  of  the  same 
year.  Mr.  Smith  married  Susan  |ane,  dauphter 
of  Benjamin  Haw  icy.  and  one  dauphter.  Mary 
Eliza,  was  born  to  them.  October  29,  1874:  she 
was  married,  October  29.  1897,  to  H.  Wilbur 
Bristol. 


LAKE.  The  Lakes  were  among  the  early  set- 

tiers  of  Newtown.  John  Lake  and  Abigail 

Kimberly,  both  of  Newtown,  were  married  Janu- 
ary 4,  1715.  and  the  names  and  dates  of  birth 
of  their  children  are:  Sarah,  March  16,  1718; 

Nathaniel,  October  10,  1 7 19;  Charity,  February 
8,  1721;  Ephraim.  Derember  19,  t 724  ; Thomas. 
July  31,  1726;  Abipail,  February  12,  >729-30; 
Hannah,  March  2,  1736-37,  Dainurys  (a  daugh- 


1 ter).  March  3.  1741.  all  horn  in  Newtown  except 
1 Nathaniel,  whose  place  of  birth  was  Stratford. 

The  name  of  John  Lake  appears  of  record  as 
1 one  of  the  citizens  of  Newtown  in  1 7 1 2 ; the  name 
also  appears  of  record  as  a selectman  a number 
of  times  during  the  first  half  of  the  present  cen- 
tury Thomas  Take  and  Betty  Jackson  were 
married  December  25,  1 7 5 5 . Samuel  Lake,  of 
New  Milford,  was  married,  January  23.  >776,  to 
Sarah  Henrv.  Joseph  Lake,  of  Sharon,  was 
married  to  Sarah  Warner,  July  it,  1764.  John 
Lake,  Ji..  married  Rhoda  Warner,  January  10, 
1753.  and  their  children  were:  Emma,  Dime, 

(•dead,  Huldah,  Lucy.  Warner,  and  Rhoda. 

In  the  old  cemetery  at  Hawleyvilie  rest  the 
remains  ol  a number  of  the  Lakes,  and  from  the 
inscriptions  on  the  tombstones  there  we  learn  that 
a John  Lake  died  March  20.  >843,  aped  eighty- 
seven  years;  that  Susan,  his  wife,  died  March 
30,  1837,  aped  seventy  years  Leprand  S.  Lake 
died  March  4.  1843.  in  the  fifty-sixth  year  of  his 
ape;  Deborah  A.,  his  wife,  on  December  t,  1864, 
111  her  sixty-seventh  year.  Isaac  Lake  died  June 
14.  1837  aped  fifty-five  years;  his  wife,  Rebecca, 
on  March  23.  1867,  aged  sixty-four  years.  Ziba 
Lake  died  December  5,  1867.  aged  seventy-nine 
M ars:  Electa,  his  wife,  on  May  5.  1883,  aged 
eight  v-mne  years.  Ezra  Lake  died  May  24, 
181O,  aped  fifty-two  years.  Apha,  wile  of  Ziba 
Lake,  died  July  7,  1819.  aped  twenty-eight 
years.  John  Lake,  Jr.,  died  November  16, 
1800,  aped  sixty  years.  For  years  the  descend- 
ants of  the  family  were  farmers  of  Lake  George 
District,  and  those  of  the  name  mentioned  as 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Haw leyville  came  from 
Nathan  Lake. 


R'OBERT  S.  PECK,  son  of  Isaac  and  Amelia 
i (Botsford)  Peck,  was  born  March  1,  1814. 
He  was  three  times  married,  the  first  time  to 
Abipail  Booth,  who  died  March  27.  1841,  aged 
twenty-one;  second,  to  Mary  A.  Lake,  who  died 
1 January  31,  1850.  aged  twenty-nine;  and  third, 

1 to  Elizabeth  Curtis.  His  death  occurred  March 
, 24.  1838.  Mr.  Peck  was  a farmer  of  Newtown, 
where  he  was  a useful  and  respected  citizen. 
He  had  one  child  (by  second  marriage,  March 
, 29,  1846),  Charlotte  F. , who  is  now  the  wife  of 
Eli  C.  Barnum,  of  Danbury,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren: Edith  Cornelia  and  Robert  Gundison. 


PETER  LAKE  was  a member  of  the  old 
family  of  that  name  who  early  settled  in 
Newtown.  His  name  is  on  record  as  having 
1 served  as  selectman  in  the  beginning  of  the 
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present  century.  He  married  Temperance  I 
Thompson,  and  among  their  children  was  a son,  I 
Nichols  B.  Lake,  who  married  Charlotte,  a i 
daughter  of  Maj.  Abijah  Birdsey  Curtis:  to  this 
union  were  born  children  as  follows:  (i)  Joseph  I 
T.,  who  married  Hannah  R.  Smith  and  had  two  ! 
children — Mary  J.,and  Nettiefwho  died  in  youth);  i 

(2)  Birdsey  C. . who  married  (first)  Jane  Sher-  I 
man,  of  Newtown,  bv  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, and  (second)  Phebe  Peck,  of  New  Haven;  j 

(3)  Mary  A.,  who  married  Robert  S.  Peck  and  had  | 

one  daughter,  Charlotte  F.,  who  married  Eli  C.  I 
Barnum,  of  Danbury,  Conn.;  and  (4)  Daniel  B.,  I 
who  died  in  the  West.  I 

Mary  Josephine  Lake,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Hannah  R.  (Smith)  Lake,  married  Charles  ! 
F.  Beardsley,  and  they  have  two  sons — Clarence  I 
L.  and  Paul  J.  I 


S\HEPARD  FAMILY.*  From  the  records  of  i 

) Cambridge,  Mass.,  it  is  learned  that  “Ed-  j 

ward  Shephard  " was  a property  owner  there  in  ; 
1639.  By  occupation  he  was  a mariner,  and  i 
records  in  Harvard  Library  mention  cargoes  of  ; 
wheat  coming  “from  England  in  Edward  Shep- 
hard’s vessel.’'  He  purchased  a house,  and  lived  * 
in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  when  not  on  the  sea.  He 

was  twice  married,  (first)  to  Violet , and 

(second)  to  Mary,  widow  of  Robert  Pond.  There 
is  no  record  of  any  children  by  the  second  mar- 
riage. Those  by  the  first  were:  John,  born  in  ' 

1627;  Elizabeth,  in  1629;  Abigail,  in  1631;  De- 
borah, in  1633:  and  Sarah,  in  1636 — all  born  in 
England.  ' 

John  Shepard,  of  the  fourth  generation 
through  Edward,  John,  John,  was  born  Novem-  ! 
ber  4,  1681;  married  October  9,  1707,  at  the  1 
Third  church,  Boston,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Gid- 
eon and  Sarah  Allen.  John  and  Abigail  Shep-  ! 
ard  were  admitted  to  the  Church  at  Milford,  July  1 
8,  1711,  and  he  had  purchased  a house  there  from  ' 
Sylvanus  Baldwin,  January  10,  1708.  He  died  I 
probably  in  J719.  as  permission  was  granted  to  ! 
his  widow  by  the  General  Court,  Hartlord, 
to  settle  the  estate,  and  provision  made  for  his  , 
children.  After  his  death  she  married,  Septem-  1 
ber  8,  1723,  Daniel  Foote,  of  Stratford  and 
Newtown,  Conn.:  died  December  19,  1755.  at  * 
Newtown,  aged  over  seventy.  The  issue  of  John  1 
and  Abigail  were  John,  born  October  26,  1708;  1 
Rebecca,  November  1,  1710;  Abigail,  October  1 
22,  1713:  Hannah.  November  n,  1715;  and 
Timothy  (Lieut.,,  March  22,  1718,  married  1 
Susannah  Stillson.  From  these  two  sons — John  ' 

•From  '*  Iif-MM'iichnit*-  oJ  Edward  Shepard,”  published  in  It  it 

supposed  t Imt  this  ” hrtvajd  Mu  j iuird  « auie  lrom  Eupland.  hut  no  men-  1 
lion  of  him  previmi?  to  hit-  appm ranee  in  New  England  it  made.  I 


and  Timothy,  of  the  fifth  generation  from  Ed- 
ward— are  descended  the  numerous  Shepards 
emanating  from  Newtown,  Connecticut. 

John  Shepard,  of  the  fifth  generation  from 
Edward  through  John,  John,  John,  was  born  a: 
Milford,  October  26,1708;  ensign.  1753;  married 
Marv  Parson,  of  Derby,  May.  1732,  and  removed 
to  Newtown  about  1737.  His  children  born  in 
Milford  were:  Mary,  born  June  19,  17 33;  Abi- 

gail, baptized  July  16,  1735;  and  John,  baptized 
May  8,  1737.  His  children  born  in  Newtown 
were:  Simeon,  May  30,  ,1739;  Abraham,  1744. 

David,  1747:  Gideon,  January  2, 1732;  Stephen, 
in  1753;  and  Allen,  1756 

Timothy  Shepard,  of  the  fifth  generation  from 
Edward  through  John,  John,  John,  was  bom 
March  22,  1718,  and  died  in  1776.  He  was  a 
lieutenant  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He 
married  Susannah  Stillson,  of  Milford,  and  their 
children  were:  Cornelia,  baptized  May  19,  >74: 
Rebecca,  February  3,  1746;  James,  August  0, 
1749;  Moses,  August  18,  1751;  Lois,  October 21. 
1753:  Moses  (2),  May  29.  1757:  George,  May 29. 
1752;  Amos,  August  26,  1759;  Mary,  July  to. 
1762;  and  Hannah,  November  7,  1764. 


M'ENRY  F.  DEVENS,  paymaster  Yale  and 
Towne  Mfg.  Co..  Stamford,  Fairfield 
county,  Connecticut. 


E|  AVID  HERMON  VAN  HOOSEAR  was  born 

V in  Wilton,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  Mar.  20, 

1844.  He  first  attended  the  common  school  at 
Hurlbutt  Street,  Wilton,  finishing  his  educa- 
tional  course  under  the  tutorship  of  Hon.  B.  F 
Brown,  who  was  the  principal  of  a boarding 
school  at  Cannon’s  Station.  On  October  29. 
1867,  he  married,  at  Wilton,  Miss  Sarah  Jane 
Quick,  of  the  same  town,  but  born  in  Redding. 
Conn,,  June  12,  1846,  a daughter  of  Thaddtuv 
Smith  (b  . Jan.  23,  1824)  and  Harriet  (Nichols* 
(b.  Aug.  14.  1821)  Quick,  gr.  dau.  of  Samuel  P. 
(b.  Mar.  25.  1800)  and  Laura  (Smith)  (b.  Oct. 

28,  1S03)  Quick,  gt.-gr.  dau.  of  Samuel  (b.  Nov 

7,  1767)  and  Huldah  (Baxter)  (b.  June  23,  >77^ 
Quick. 

Mr.  Van  Hoosear  earlv  possessed  a love  for 
the  study  of  medicine,  and  for  a year  or  more  be 
favored  his  fancy  with  a Brooklyn  physician, 
taking  a lew  lectures;  but  his  father  was  so 
stricken  at  his  leaving  home  that  he  abandoned 
the  idea  of  becoming  a doctor,  and  returned  to 
his  work  of  agriculture.  He  bought  a smal 
residence  near  his  father's,  repairing  and  in'- 


•Da 
Mar.  9 


Dau.  of  David  (b.  Sepi.  ft',  17b6)  and  Sally  (Q1'1 § 
9,  1787)  gr.  dau.  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Thomas)  C 
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proving  it  into  a model  home,  but,  his  step- 
mother dying,  he  was  again  persuaded  tn  remove 
to  his  place  ol  birth.  ••Welcome  harm."  with  his 
lather,  which  house  he  also  remodeled,  erecting 
a laige  horse  barn,  and  other  buildings.  He 
owns  a good  latm  ol  ninety  acres  ion  an  eleva- 
tion nearly  lour  hundred  leet  above  tide  water 
with  a heautilul  Long  Island  Sound  view),  which 
he  has  improved  by  lencing.  removing  boulders, 
etc.,  so  that  his  crops  are  largely  culmated  and 
handled  by  the  aid  ol  horse-power  He  has 
acted  for  -"tne  \<ars  as  statistical  correspondent 
lor  the  I'nited  States  Hoard  ol  Agriculture;  has 
been  secretary  ol  the  Wilton  Hauliers'  Club  h>r 
several  Mats,  before  which  he  delivered  several 
essays  on  various  subjects  relating  to  the  farm, 
and  a < or i espotidt  nl  lor  sevtral  agricultural 
papers.  A breeder  of  registered  Ameiu  an  Devon 
rattle,  Angora  goats,  Spanish  Merino  and  Shrop- 
shire-1 tow  n sheep  He  is  interested  somewhat 
in  numismatics,  and  lias  many  ancient  coins  and 
curios  In  1884  he  commenced  the  compilation 
ol  a complete  genealogy  ol  his  mother's  tarnilv  — 
•‘billow,  l’hilo  and  1‘hilleo."  "John  billow  and 
all  des<  end. ints  1700.”  which  he  caused  to  he 
published  m 18SJ-.  In  the  year  1S0;  he  copied 
and  published  a complete  copy  ol  the  ins<  riptions 
on  the  monuments  and  headstones  < >1  the  oldest 
cemetery  in  Norwalk — • b.pitaphs  ol  the  first 
cemetery  in  Norwalk."  Since  1 bps  much  ol  his 
time  has  been  spent  in  searching  the  early 
records  ol  l onnerticut  and  New  York  State,  es- 
tablishing genealogical  lines,  jucpaimg  charts, 
etc  . lor  manv  who  have  wished  to  trace  their 
ascendants  to  their  emigration  to  Ameuca.  His 
correspondence  so  increased,  and  the  je  st  office 
being  some  distance  away,  lie  found  it  so  incon- 
venient that  he  petitioned  the  lost  Oftue  De- 
partment in  the  matter  The  Dejiartment  there- 
upon established  an  office  at  ‘•Hurlhutt  Siieet," 
which  has  since  been  changed  to  ••Hurlhutt." 
At  prese  nt  lie  is  writing  a lull  history  ol  his  na- 
tive town,  from  its  settlement  to  the  pie-sent. 
But  one  child  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Van  Hoc  ..-ear.  viz  : Clinton  Ouick  Van  Hoosear, 
born  at  Wilton,  November  7.  )Sf>8.  married  at 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  by  Rev.  Dr.  John  Adam1.  Sej>- 
tember  18.  1805.  Ada  Louisa  Le  win  1 h Oct.  11. 
1870.  in  New  York  City'),  dau.  of  Isaac  'b.  Mar. 
27.  i 84^0  and  Eliza  Clifft  ( Mendenhall*)  l L.  |une 
4,  184b')  Lew  in,  gr.  dau.  ol  William  Beniamin 
(b.  in  London.  Lug.,  Dec.  20,  1814  and  Ma- 
tilda Ann  (\\  atson+)  Lewin,  gt.-gr.  dau.  of 
Benjamin  Lc-win.  Clinton  Q.  resides  at  Wilton. 

*Imu.  of  !i  f;n  and  Sarah  (Arkerfyl  Mc-ndc-nhail,  gr. 
dau.  of  Cvrus  iane  H.fHewes'  Mc-ndc-nhal. 

|bau.  of  Timmas  Watson,  of  New  Yorkcitv. 
ti  6 


Two  children  (1899  — (1).  Harold  Nash  Van- 
, Hoosear,  b.  Nov.  1,  1896,  d.  Feb.  13,  1897. 

, (2).  F.thel  Clifft  Yan  Hoosear,  b.  at  Wilton,  Mar. 
i 19.  1898. 

Davip  Nash  Van  Hoosear,  son  of  David 
j and  Sarah  (Nash)  Van  Hoosear.  born  in  Wilton 
| Kirumnian  Hill)  May  I,  1817,  ‘’at  the  setting 
. ol  the  sun  " When  fourteen  days  old  h is  moth- 
er died,  and  through  the  sympathy  of  a near 
, neighbor  (Mrs  Sarah  Grumman.  mV  Abbott) 
he  was  taken  to  her  home  and  fed  with  a 
1 newly-born  babe  of  thfc  same  age  as  himsell, 
and  there  be  was  cared  lor  one  and  one-half 
years.  Fermela,  daughter  ol  above  Sarah,  l>e- 
1 inp  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  immediately 
became  interested  in  the  little  one  (in  whose 
lather  also  she  soon  became  interested),  and  a 
lew  months,  passed  when  he  was  her  stejison, 
and  to  him  always  proved  an  exceptionally  true, 
indulgent  and  feeling  stepmother,  which  made 
him  love  and  ie-j>ect  her,  and  in  answer  to  any 
cjuestion  as  to  his  being  treated  with  ungentle- 
ness, he  says,  “she  was  a true  mother  to  me; 
many  times  1 have  observed  she  gave  me  the 
1 largest  piece,  and  frequently  has  saved  me  from 
> dreaded  criticisms  on  the  part  ol  niv  paternal 
I ancestor." 

A few  months  after  his  father  s second  mai- 
1 nage  he  was  taken  with  his  parents  to  Thomj- 
i sontown.  two  and  one-hall  miles  east  ol 
I Monticello.  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.  The  second 
winter  following  he  was  brought  again  to  Wilton. 

1 where  he  lived  until  1829,  when  he  went  to 
Westport,  working  in  winter  for  his  hoard  and 
attending  school  in  the  Academy  building.  He 
determined  to  be  a cabinet  maker,  and  so  ap- 
juenticed  himsell.  The  work  was  satisfactory. 

. but  the  lood  furnished  was  too  scarce  to  keep  up 
the  supply  of  force  needed  to  use  a pod  auger  all 
1 day.  boring  the  holes  through  well-seasoned 
1 sycamore  in  the  making  of  old-style  bedsteads. 

| The  old  home  pantry,  so  often  remembered  bv  a 
j hungry  boy,  had  all  of  its  agreeableness  left  him, 

1 and  this  change  wrought  no  attraction  in  his 
1 mind,  for  it  was  near  Christmas,  which  he  111- 
i vited  himself  to  enjoy  at  his  home,  where  he 
1 exjvected  to  have  a few  square  meals,  instead  of 
two  frost  fish  the  size  of  your  finger.  Thinking 
1 the  matter  well  over,  he  foresaw  that,  after  this 
, repast,  he  would  have  to  return  to  the  frost-fish 
1 fare,  for  the  river  near  by  was  full  of  them,  and 
| easily  caught.  L jxm  his  departure  he  suggested 
« that  they  should  not  worry  about  him  if  he  did 
1 not  return,  which  without  knowing  further  vou 
will  probably  suspect  he  either  forgot  to,  or  did 
I it  knowingly. 

In  February.  1832,  he  began  the  trade  of 
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shoemaking,  which  he  learned  in  all  its  detail, 
taking  the  leather  irom  the  tanner  and  turning 
out  a fine,  fair  stitched  boot,  containing  4.S00 
stitches,  and  retailing  for  a half  eagle.  On  No- 
vember ),  1837,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Phebe  Fillow,  of  “Cranbury  Plains.”  Nor- 
walk, by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hall,  author  of  “Hall's 
Norwalk.  ” She  was  the  fourth  dau.  of  Lewis  Par- 
trick  (b.  Mar,  13,  1786)  and  Lydia  (Morehouse*) 
(b.  Apl.  6,  1787)  Fillow,  gr.  dau.  of  Beniamin 
(b.  Aug.  19.  1765,)  and  ‘•Clemons”  (Greg- 
or}^) (b.  Oct.  25,  1765)  Fillow,  gt.-gr.  dau. 
of  James  (b.  1737)  and  Mary  (OlmsteadJ)  (b. 

1 742)  Fillow,  gt. -gt.-gr.  dau.  of  John  and 
Phebe  (Olmsted?)  Fillow,  which  John  was  a 
son  of  John  and  Sarah  Fillow.  [See  biog- 
raphy of  above  Phebe,  No.  373,  Fillow,  etc.  gen- 
ealogy.J She  was  born  at  Norwalk,  Apr.  5,  1815, 
died  at  (Hurlbutt  Street)  Wilton,  Feb.  4,  1870, 
and  buried  in  “ Joe’s  Hill  ” cemetery . He  had  a 
very  remarkable  memory  of  occurrences  that  took 
place,  distinctly  temembering  little  incidents  that 
occurred  when  he  was  only  some  eighteen  months 
old,  which  seems  almost  incredible,  and  these 
incidents  or  coincidences  he  followed  very  com- 
pletelv  with  an  unbroken  chain  until  his  death. 
On  account  of  the  frequency  of  his  father  s mov- 
ing from  place  to  place  causing  him  to  more  fully 
fix  the  time,  seems  to  his  advantage,  and  harder 
to  discredit,  referring  to  this  very  early  recollec- 
tion. From  his  father's  marriage  to  his  settle- 
ment at  (“Nod”)  Wilton,  he  was  seldom  Jiving 
more  than  a year  (and  several  times  less)  at  any 
place.  His  mind  w'as  as  brilliant  in  his  old  age 
as  it  was  three-score  years  ago.  He  well  remem- 
bered the  September  gale  of  1821.  and  at  that 
time  lie  was  suffering  with  whooping  cough.  Soon 
after  his  “eventful  marriage”  (as  he  so  often 
called  it),  he  became  convinced  that  he  needed 
more  than  simply  a good  moral  life,  and  struggled 
for  his  soul  s conversion,  which  eventually  came; 
he  was  readv  to  receive  it,  which  was  a brilliant 
and  true  conversion,  and  without  which  he  said 
he  could  never  have  withstood  the  trials  he  had 
to  experience  He  claims  why  he  was  more  par- 
ticularv  interested  at  first  in  his  religious  convic- 
tions. w as  a desire  to  make  himself  more  meritor- 
ious for  his  wife’s  companionship;  as  she  was 
pure,  so  he  wished  himself  to  be.  She  was  con- 

*D;iu.  of  Stephen  Jr.,  (b.  3761)  and  Eiiannd  (More- 
house) Morehouse,  and  gr.  dau.  maternally  of  So/ onion6, 
if-hu*.  Thus.  ”,  Thos.*,  Thos.’ 

J tDau.  oi  1 -lemon  and  " Lizzie"  (Sherwood)  Gregory, 

Cr-dau.  of  lohn  Gregory,  all  of  Norwalk. 

♦l;au.  of  Gardner  and  Phebe  (Olmsted)  Oimsted,  gr. 
dau  * niaternallv  of  lohn  and  Mary  (Small)  Oimsted,  and 
paternally  of  Joseph  and  Mehitable (Warner)  Olmsted,  which 
John  and’ losej.l)  were  sons  of  Capt.  James,  son  of  Richard, 
the  emigrant  and  settler  of  Norwalk. 


verted  about  the  same  time,  and  died  a faithful 
Christian.  After  the  marriage  he  lived  in  Nor- 
walk until  the  spring  of  1840  when  be  bought  his 
homestead  at  “Hurlbutt  Street where  he  last 
resided.  He  was  the  father  of  two  children,  viz : 
David  H.  and  Ophelia.  She  was  born  in  Noi- 
walk,  Nov.  30,  1839;  married,  at  Wilton.  George 
B.  Abbott,  son  of  Lewis  and  Calcina  (Sturgesi 
Abbott,  grandson  of  Michael  and  Amy  (Taylor 
Abbot,  gt.-gr.  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Esther  (Mid- 
dlebrook)  Abbott,  all  of  Wilton.  She  died  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1879,  and  was  buried  in  “Joe’s  Hill' 
cemetery,  Wilton. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Van- 
Hoosear  married  at  Gates  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
Feb.,  1872,  Widow  Sarah  Ann  Banks (»cV Strai- 
ton),  formerly  of  Westport  and  later  ol  Bridge- 
port , Conn.  She  died  June  1,  1888. 

In  politics  Mr.  Van  Hoosear  was  a Jackson 
party  man,  afterward  a “ Loco-Focoist,’  and 
matured  into  a sound  Democrat,  always  vot- 
ing that  ticket,  excepting  once  when  he  cast 
a vote  for  Horace  Greeley,  which  he  said  hr 
ever  after  regretted.  He  was  a total  abstinence 
man,  and  claimed  that  that  is  the  only  sure  way 
of  not  being  a tippler,  and  often  remarked,  "it' 
it  alone  and  you  will  never  get  drunk ' and  es- 
cape all  chances  ol  possessing  an  acquired  habit. 
or  disease,  of  intemperance.  After  settling  at 

Hurlbutt  Street,  he  for  several  years  worked  a; 

his  trade,  but  alter  the  Civil  war  he  adopted  the 
profession  of  agriculture,  adding  largely  to  bis 
farm,  and  was  very  successful  at  that  vocation 
A few  years  before  his  death  he  gave  it  to  to- 
on ly  son,  who  has  since  controlled  it.  He«ai 
elected  selectman  of  Wilton,  1870,  '72  ’73; ict' 
tice  of  the  peace  1870,  ’7 2,  ’74;  and  held  m;n« 
offices  of  the  town.  Bv  careful  management 
industry  and  frugality  he  succeeded  in  keeper 
the  money  his  grandfather  Nash  willed  him » ton- 
he  w’as  a small  boy;  also  accumulated  a good  e-^ 
tate  to  secure  him  comforts  in  his  last  years,  and 
leave  for  his  descendants  a fair  estate.  Burinr 
the  last  four  years  of  his  life  he  was  seriously  il- 
and  he  died  at  his  home  of  chronic  cysiiijs 
January  5,  1899.  He  was  buried  in  Joes  Hr 
cemetery. 

David  Van  Hoosear.  the  fifth  son  of  Knits- 
and  “ Massy  " (Taylor)  Van  Hoosear.  was  kuna' 
Balston,  N.  V.,  Dec.  13,  1796.  where  his  paitr  - 
had  removed  irom  Connecticut  several  years  k 
fore.  He  came  to  Norwalk  (now  Westport  • 81 
engaged  himself  as  a substitute  for  "IriahTai- 
or”  [Taylor]  of  that  place  to  serve  in  the  warn- 
1812.  His  place  ol  service  was  Norwalk. and-* 
was  under  Abraham  Youngs,  commander;  ptII<x: 

of  service  Sept.  9,  1813,  to  Sept.  14.  tSiJ-  IP* 
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123  “ Connecticut  Men  of  the  Revolution  and 
War  of  1812.”]  When  in  service  he  answered 
to  the  name  of  I’riah  Taylor,  for  which  reason 
he  was  debarred  from  a pension  under  the  name 
of  V an  H oo<-ear.  Alter  his  discharge  from  tfie 
army  he  worked  for  Hamel  Nash.  8>r..  on  the 
farm,  when  the  acquaintance  of  his  daughter, 
Sarah  ( "Sally  "l  resulted  in  their  marriage,  which 
occurred  at  North  Salem,  N.  V..  1816.  She  was 
a wid<  w of  sesen  summers,  and  nine  jears  his 
senior  in  apt  Her  previous  husband  was  Elna- 
than  Hanford,  b.  Aug.  20.  >785,  d.  Nov.  1 9. 
1809,  aped  twenty-four  y*ars  He  was  the  sec- 
ond son  of  lle?t  kiah,  Jr. . and  Sarah  < Fitch*')  Man- 
lord,  grandson  of  Hezekiah  (b.  1722.  d.  1812) 
and  Deborah  (Hoyt1)  Hanford,  gt.-gr.  son  of 
Samuel  ft).  1074.  d.  1751).  and  he  a son  of  Rev. 
Thomas  'the  fust  pastor  of  Norwalk,,  who  died 
before  1093.  As  the  wife  of  Elnathan,  she  had 
three  children,  viz  : ].  Mary,  b.  Mat.  or  Apr. 

1803  or  4.  married  at  St.  Paul  s Church.  Nor- 
walk, Nov.,  1826,  George  Smith,  b abt  if'oy 
son  of  Hutton  and  Thebe  (Hyatt)  Smith,  and 
prandson  of  Mountain  and  Hannah  (Wn^on) 
Smith,  allot  Norwalk  She  died  in  Mobile,  Ala  . 
Oct.  or  Nov. , l 8 3 3.  and  was  buried  then  . Their 
children:  (l)  Mary  Elizabeth.  b.  Aup.  12.  1827, 

m.  Charles  Smith.  Aup.  23.  1847.  son  of  Eben- 
ezer  and  Susannah  (VVripht)  Smith,  b.  Oct.  9, 

1826,  d.  May  to.  t 888  ; residence  Ea«t  Norwalk. 
(2)  Sarah  Eliza.  b.  Sept.  30,  1829,  d.  Sept.  28’, 
1839.  at  Mobile  Georpe  Smith  married,  for  his 
second  wife,  Mary  Ann  Davis.  He  died  Septem- 
ber 28,  1839.  of  yellow  fever.  leaving  two  chil- 
dren by  her.  and  was  buried  at  Mobile,  Ala., 
where  he  died. 

II.  Sally,  another  dauphter  of  Hlnathan  and 
Sally,  b.  Aup  26,  1808.  married  Nov.  16.  182s, 
Capt.  John  B Bennett,  of  Westport  (Rev.  K 
Sherwood  officiating),  b.  July  21,  1800,  son  of 
Isaac  and  Lvdia  (Woodt''  Bennett.  She  d.  Heb. 
26,  1826.  buried  in  West  pot  t.  Capt.  John  B. 
Bennett  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Apr.  16, 

1827.  Mary  Ann  Lartrick.  dau.  of  Peter  and  Polly 

(Moyer;  Partrick.  of  Westport.  No  children 
were  horn  to  his  second  mainape.  His  children 
by  Sally  were:  ft',  Baac  Bennett,  b.  Nov.  4, 

1827.  who  married  (first;  Sept.,  1861,  Seretiua 
Louise  Spafier : dauphter  bv  this  marnape : Sarah, 
b.  Jan.  2,  1804.  d.  July,  1866:  married  c-econd) 
Aup.  16,  1871,  Widow  Martha  (Mahombi  Ki-m- 
bell,  b.  Sept.  >5,  183;.  (2)  John  Henry  Ben- 

nett. b.  Oct.  9,  1829.  married  May  22,  1853. 
Jessie  Kirk,  b.  Oct.  31,  1835;  residence  I 1 888) 
Westport.  Children:  Henry  Isaac,  b.  May  24, 

•Dau.  of  Ian, t-e  and  Ann  (Hanford)  Fitch. 

tDau.  of  Capiain  \V(**i 


1854;  Georpe  Washinpton,  b.  Nov.  3,  1856; 
Annie  jane,  b June  8,  i860;  Jessie,  b.  Mar.  28, 

1 866;  Mary.  b.  Mar.  13,  1870.  (3)  Cynthia 

1 Bennett,  b.  Dec.  1,  1831.  married  (first)  Octo- 
her  27.  1837.  Charles  Lewis  Wilson,  b.  Nov.  22, 
1827.  She  d.  Mar  . 1825-26.  Their  children 
were:  Charles  W..  b.  Sept.,  1852,  d.  Dec.  3, 

1 187c.  Frederick  Lewis,  b.  Nov.  7,  1853;  resi- 
dence Danbury.  Conn.  (18991;  occupation  jew- 
eler Mary  Bennett,  b.  Dec.  30.  1855,  d.  May 
4,  1864.  Lilly  Julia,  b.  Aup.  11,  1857.  Sam- 
uel. b.  Nov.  13,  1862.  Howard,  b.  April  20, 
1 800;  residence  Danbury.  Charles  L.  2nd  m. 
Ort.  2.  1887.  Widow  Martha  Sherman,  b.  Jan. 

1 13,  1846.  dau.  of  Gould  and  Sarah  Murray;  resi- 
dence Westport,  Conn.  (1899;.  (4)  Mary  Ben- 

1 nett,  b.  Jan.  13,  1834.  married  (first)  Feb.  8, 

■ i860,  Frederick  Church,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
’ Ann  (Jarvis)  Church,  of  Norwalk,  Conn.,  b.  Mar. 
1 14.  1832.  d,  Apr  23,  1865;  one  child — Marion. 

1 b.  Nov.  22.  1 800.  Mary  married  (second)  Apr. 

10.  1872,  Col.  Cyrus  M.  Ferris,  b.  Mar.  31.  1812. 

I She  d.  Sept.  6,  1875.  (5)  Edward  Bennett,  b. 

| Feb.  3,  1836,  d.  Sept.  18,  1836. 

III.  Dennis,  son  of  Flnathnn  and  Sally,  was 
1 b.  1 806,  married  (first)  (by  Sylvester  Eaton) 
Hannah  Sophia  Raymond,  Oct.  8,  1825.  b.  1806. 

• d.  July  8,  1826.  He  married  (second)  Eunice 
: Raymond,  dau.  of  Thomas  and  Eunice  (Meeker) 
1 Raymond,  and  sister  of  above  Hannah  Sophia. 

1 No  children.  She  d.  Mar.  16.  1859;  he  d.  Aup. 

1 29-30,  1873;  all  buried  in  the  East  Norwalk 
I cemetery. 

After  the  marriape  of  David  Van  Hoosear 
and  Widow  Sarah  (Nash)  Hanford  they  settled 
at  Grumman  Hill,  Wilton,  a few  feet  northeast  of 
l the  residence  of  Seth  L.  Grumman.  In  the  fol- 
1 lowing  May  David  N.  was  born.  The  mother- 
in-law  visited  her,  the  weather  seemed  admir- 
1 able,  and  the  question  arose  as  to  the  propriety 
I of  introducing  pure  air  through  an  open  window, 

1 hut  objected  to  by  the  nurse;  “Aunt”  Massy, 
however,  opened  it,  the  patient  caught  cold  and 
1 died  on  the  14th  of  May,  1817.  and  was  buried 
in  the  East  Norwalk  Cemetery,  where  a mislead- 
ing-inscribed marble  headstone  marks  her  rest- 
, ing  place.  She  was  the  dauphter  of  Daniel 
< benr. ) and  Freelove  (Wright)  Nash,  grand- 
> daughter  of  Micajah  (b.  Aug.  t,  1720,  d.  Dec. 

1 6.  1807)  and  Mary  (Scribner)  Nash,  gt.-gr.  dau 
1 of  John,  Jr.  (b.  Dec.  25.  1688),  and  Abigail 
(Blakely*)  Nash,  gt-gt-gr.  dau.  of  John  (b.  16501 
and  Mary  (Barley  or  Barlowt)  (dau.  of  Thomas 


•Dau.  of  Ebenerer  of  New  Haven,  Conn. 

"Gavage  says  her  name  was  Mary  Combs,  dau.  of  John 
of  boston.  Mass.,  and  aiso  says  widow  of  Thomas  Barley 
1 married  Combs. 
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of  Fairfield,  Conn.)  Nash,  gt-gt-gt-gr.  dau.  of 
Edward,  Jr.  (b.  1630),  a son  of  Edward  (b.  at 
Lancaster,  Eng.,  1592).  After  the  death  of 
Sarah,  David  Van  Hoosear  was  married  (second) 
Mar.  23,  1818,  at  Wilton,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith 
(Episcopal)  to  Miss  Permela  Grumman,  dau.  of 
Uriah  Smith  and  Sarah  (Abbott)  Grumman, 
granddaughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Nash)  Grum- 
man. Soon  after  this  marriage  he  removed  to 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  settled  on  a 1 
large  farm,  built  a log  hut,  but  returned  to  | 
Wilton  in  less  than  two  summers.  He  lived  in  I 
several  places  about  the  town,  and  in  1S24  set- 
tled on  his  homestead,  where  he  died  of  pneu-  I 
monitis,  Apr.  20,  1871,  and  is  buried  in  Joe's  1 
Hill  cemetery.  His  children,  by  the  second  mar-  1 
riage,  were:  Louisa,  Sally,  Harriet  A.,  Mary,  1 

Ebenezer,  William.  Charles,  Elizabeth.  George  I 
Edgar,  Sylvester,  Antoinette,  and  Henry.  I 

Rjneak  Van  Hoosear  was  born  about  the  1 
vear  175b  or  57,  probably  in  Holland.  Tra-  I 
dition  asserts  he  came  with  his  parents  from  j 
that  place,  and  settled  on  Long  Island,  New  I 
York.  When  about  fifteen  years  of  age  he  came  | 
to  Westport.  He  soon  began  work  in  the  neigh-  I 
borhood  of  where  the  girl  was,  who  was  to  be  his  I 
wife.  ‘‘He  enlisted  from  Weston,  Conn.,  in  1 
the  fall  of  1776,”  to  serve  in  the  Revolutionary  1 
war,  serving  as  corporal  and  part  of  the  time  as  | 
sergeant,  for  three  years.  Some  little  time  be-  1 
fore  the  end  of  the  war  “ Ryoner  Van  Houser  | 
married  Mercy  or  Marcy”  Taylor  (1782),  j 
“Rhvoneer  Van  Hooser”  and  wife  renewed 
covenant  at  Weston.  Conn.  Removed  to  Bal- 
ston,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  settled  at  Wilton. 
His  children  were:  1.  David  (died  young),  II. 
Hezekiah,  HI.  Maria,  IV.  Rhoda,  and  V.  David 
(2nd.)  He  eventually  settled  at  a place  early 
known  as  “Wampum  Hill,”  but  later  as  " Dum-  | 
plin  Hill,”  Wilton,  and  was  killed  bv  lightning  | 
April,  1819.  His  wife  Mercy  was  a daughter  of  1 
Jonathan  and'  Lois  (Coley*)  Taylor,  grand-  I 
daughter  of  Josiah  and  Thankful  (French)  Tay- 
lor, gt-gr.dau.  of  John  and  Wait  (Clapp)  Taylor, 
which  John  was  a son  of  John  Taylor,  Jr.  She 
died  at  Poplar  Plains,  Norwalk,  about  1S33, 
and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  near  by 

*Dau.  of  John  and  Mercy  (Gregory)  Coiey,  grand- 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Carles)  Coley ; great-grand- 
daughter of  Samuel  Coley,  the  immigrant. 


JiESSE  ALEXANDER  JAMES,  of  Hawley 
ville.  is  an  enterprising  and  successful  young 
business  man  who  has  made  his  own  wav  in 
life  by  sheer  force  of  merit,  as  the  history  of  his 
career  will  show. 


Mr.  James  was  born  January  16,  1 862,  in  the 
town  of  New  Fairfield,  thiscounty,  and  is  named 
in  honor  of  his  grandfather,  a native  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  and  a veteran  of  the  Florida  war.  who 
came  North  about  1825  and  located  at  Bethel, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  following  the 
hatter’s  trade.  He  married  a Miss  Taylor,  and 
they  had  six  children,  viz.:  Andrew;  Minerva. 

Mrs.  Mansfield;  Delia,  who  married  John  Nichol- 
son; Caroline,  who  married  George  Keeler;  Je«e 
L.,  our  subject's  father;  and  one  who  died  when 
about  eighteen  years  old. 

Jesse  L.  James  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bethel 
February  9,  1837,  and  is  now  living  in  retire- 
ment upon  a small  farm  near  Botsford  Station. 
In  his  youth  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  three  or  four  years  in  New 
Milford,  Conn.,  later  removing  to  Norwalk,  this 
county,  and  engaging  in  business  as  a carriage 
manufacturer  in  partnership  with  a Mr.  Ruby 
This  arrangement  lasted  only  a lew  years,  and 
after  the  dissolution  of  the  firm  Mr.  James  went 
to  Brookfield  and  rebuilt  the  old  " American 
Hotel,"  which  he  christened  the  “American 
House  ” and  conducted  for  many  years,  until  n1 
destruction  by  fire  in  February,  1896.  Since 
that  time  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
cnltivation  of  his  farm,  and  as  he  has  been  genu 
ally  successful  in  his  business  life  he  enjoys  a 
comfortable  competence.  He  is  a man  ol  sid- 
ling character,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all 
who  know  him.  Mr.  James  is  specially  fond  of  s 
good  horse,  and  no  better  judge  of  horseflesh  car. 
be  found  in  this  section.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  he  has  never  aspired  to  office 
position.  During  the  Civil  war  he  made  an 
honorable  record  as  a soldier,  enlisting  in  tht 
First  Conn.  V.  1.  immediately  after  the  first  cal 
was  issued  by  the  Government  for  defenders.  A' 
the  expiration  of  his  first  term  of  three  months  he 
re-enlisted  for  thiee  years,  “or  during  the  wat 
and  he  remained  in  the  service  as  long  astbur 
was  any  fighting  to  be  done.  He  belongs  >' 
Upson  Post,  G.  A.  R,  of  New  Milford,  and  to t ■ 
Veterans’  Union,  and  is  also  a member  of  t c 
Masonic  Fraternity,  belonging  to  St.  Re;tt' 
Lodge  No.  21,  and  Housatonic  Chapter  No. 
both  of  New  Milford.  Mr.  James  married  ““ 
Julia  Ann  McLean,  daughter  of  Alexander  L) 
Lean,  a well-known  resident  of  Danbury, and  “ 
their  two  sons,  Paul  E.  and  Jesse  A.,  the  foin.c. 
now  resides  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  is  thep- 
eral  agent  for  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  k 
a portrait  firm.  . 

The  subject  proper  of  our  sketch  w’aspteiv!tL 
for  the  battle  of  life  by  a good  practical  ed  uy 
tion  received  in  the  public  schools  of  New 
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lord  and  the  Westport  Academy,  where  he 
studied  two  \ * ars  under  the  inMruriion  of  James 
E.  Colev  W hen  about  seventeen  years  old  he 
was  employed  as  an  errand  bov  in  the  Bridge- 
port office  of  the  H<>u«atonir  railroad,  where  fie 
remained  eiuht  \ears  and  was  ptomoted  from  1 
lime  to  time  until  he  reached  the  position  of  bill-  1 
ing  clerk  He  resigned  tn  order  to  engage  in  the  ■ 
real-estate  business  in  Bridgeport  with  lames  H. 
Sentner.  but  the  venture  vvas  short-lived,  lasting  1 
only  from  February  to  July.  Mr.  James  then  1 
went  to  Brookfield  and  assisted  fits  father  in  the  ' 
hotel  business  lor  about  four  Nears,  when  he  * 
again  entered  the  railroad  business.  On  August  > 
1,  i Sot.  fie  was  appointed  agent  for  the  Housa-  1 
tonic  <5t  Shepaug  railroad  at  Hawieyvilie.  and  in  | 
February.  iXoO.  vvfien  t fie  Consolidated  t ompany 
gained  control  of  the  New  England  railroad,  fie  i 
was  given  charge  of  their  interests  in  addition  to  ' 
his  other  duties.  He  is  also  agent  for  the  United 
States  E\pie«s  Company,  and  in  this  position  i 
has  t fie  sole  supervision  of  the  work  of  ten  men.  ■ 
In  tSgt  Mr.  James  married  Miss  Orlean  ' 
Sturges  Supple,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Clarissa 
(Stuiges)  Supple,  and  two  children  have  blessed 
their  union  Jesse  Loderick  and  Catherine 
Amanda  Socially  Mr.  james  is  identified  with 
St.  Feter's  Lodge  No.  21.  F.  & A.  M..  and  , 
Housatonic  Chapter  No.  74,  both  of  New  Mil- 
ford. He  takes  much  interest  in  public  cpies-  ! 
tions.  and  is  an  influential  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic organisation  of  his  locality,  having  held  I 
various  town  oftu  es  while  residing  in  Brookfield.  1 

I 

JESSE  M.  HAYES.  As  with  all  coast  towns,  i 
fishing  is  one  of  the  important  industries  of  1 
the  city  of  Bridgeport,  and  we  fieie  present  [ 
to  our  readers  a brief  review  of  t fie  hte  of  Jesse 
M.  Hayes,  who  is  at  t fie  head  of  the  Hayes  f ish  | 
Companv . 1 

Uriah  Haves,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  1 
was  a resident  of  Brookfield,  Fairfield  C-o.,  1 
Conn.,  where  after  reaching  man  s estate  fie  fol-  | 
lowed  carpentering.  He  married  Miss  Ruth 
Lockwood,  a native  of  Brookfield,  and  by  this  ' 
union  he  became  the  father  of  seven  childten — j 
five  sons  and  two  daughters — namely:  Homer,  i 

Polly.  Hanford.  William,  Susan,  Eh  and  Charles.  1 
The  fattier  of  this  family  was  a devout  member  1 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  William 
Haves,  who  was  born  in  Brookfield.  U < nn. . Jan- 
uary 22.  1822,  passed  his  boyhood  in  Ins  native  ! 
town.  In  ) S4  2,  at  Woodbury,  Conn.,  he  was  | 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  J.  C oan,  a na-  j 
tive  of  Koxbury.  Conn.,  where  she  was  born  1 
January  22.  1822.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Hayes 


became  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Susan, 

who  married  George  Middlebrook,  and  lives  on 
Staten  Island  (she  has  two  sons — George  and 
Frederick;  ; Stanley,  deceased  ; Charles,  de- 
ceased; Sarah,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  who  married  Dr. 
Charles  Merritt;  Ida,  who  became  the  wile  of 
William  Henry  Foote,  of  Chicago  (she  has  two 
sons — Charles  and  Stanley);  Henry,  deceased; 
Clarence;  and  Jesse  M..  our  subject.  The  fa- 
ther of  these  children,  who  was  a mason  and 
builder  in  Bridgeport,  died  June  27.  1870,  a 
faithful  and  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  fas  is  his  widow).  He  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance.  His 
widow  is  passing  her  declining  years  in  rest  and 
quiet  at  the  home  of  our  subject. 

Jesse  M.  Hayes,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  has  passed  his  entire  life  in  Bridgeport, 
where  he  was  born  March  3,  1864.  He  received 
his  literary  training  in  the  public  schools,  but 
early  entered  the  arena  of  business,  beginning 
as  an  errand  boy  in  a store.  He  then,  under  the 
able  direction  of  A.  D.  Laws,  learned  the  ma- 
chinist trade,  at  which  he  worked  with  great 
success  until  188O.  He  then  went  to  work  for 
C.  A.  Hayes,  in  the  fish  market  on  Water  street, 
where  he  remained  until  1X95,  when  C.  A.  Haves 
retired  from  business.  Our  subject  then  incor- 
porated the  Hayes  Fish  Company,  under  the 
laws  of  New  Jersey,  and  he  is  the  chief  stock- 
holder of  the  company.  He  carries  on  business 
at  Nos.  449-451  Water  street.  In  1892  he  also 
conducted  a fish  market  at  Danbury,  Connect- 
rcut. 

On  May  30,  1887,  Mr.  Hayes  was  married  to 
Miss  Maggie  Maud  Mitchell,  and  they  have  two 
interesting  children — Clarence  Mitchell  and  Helen 
Louisa.  Socially,  Mr.  Hayes  is  a member  of 
the  Order  of  Red  Men.  Konapotanauh  Tribe  No. 
30;  a member  of  the  Park  Crty  Yacht  Club; 
and  is  also  a member  of  the  Progressive  Club  in 
Danbury.  He  is  highly  esteemed  as  a neighbor 
and  citizen,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  well  known 
in  social  circles. 


HON.  G.  MORTIMER  RUNDLE,  one  of  the 

most  prominent  citizens  of  Danbury,  is  a 

man  of  comprehensive  mind  and  unusual  force  of 
character,  as  is  shown  by  his  successful  manage- 
ment of  numerous  enterprises,  public  and  pri- 
vate. To  mention  the  business  firms  with  which 
he  is  connected  would  be  to  name  a goodly  pro- 
portion of  the  industries  of  Danbury,  while  his 
political  career  has  been  signalized  by  active  de- 
votion to  municipal  improvement. 

Mr.  Rundle  was  born  March  21,  1855,  in 
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Putnam  county,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a member  of  a 
well-known  family  of  that  locality.  Samuel  H. 
Rundle,  his  father,  now  the  president  of  the 
Danburv  National  Bank,  was  born  near  Brew- 
ster, N.  Y. , and  after  following  mercantile  pur- 
suits in  New  York  City  for  some  years  of  his 
early  manhood — settled  in  Danbury.  He  has 
since  been  prominent  among  the  business  men  of 
the  place,  and  until  1890  was  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Rundle  & White,  manufacturers  of 
woolen  hats,  and  he  also  conducted  a stock  farm 
in  partnership  with  Mr.  White.  He  married 
Miss  Lavina  C.  White,  and  they  had  three  sons: 
Anthony  M.,  Rupert  and  G.  Mortimer. 

At  the  time  of  our  subject's  birth  his  father 
was  a merchant  in  New  York  City,  but  the 
family  removing  to  Danbury  he  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  Irorn 
which  he  was  graduated,  following  with  a busi- 
ness course  in  Packard’s  Business  College,  New 
York  City.  On  graduating  from  that  institution 
Mr.  Rundle  returned  home  to  enter  the  hat  fac- 
tory of  Rundle  & White,  where  he  was  employed 
until  the  business  was  closed  out  in  1890.  He 
then  devoted  his  attention  to  the  stock  farm,  and 
also  became  connected  with  the  Rogers  Silver 
Plate  Company,  of  which  he  has  been  a stock- 
holder for  more  than  six  years.  At  present  he  is 
treasurer  of  the  company  and  has  general  charge 
of  its  plant.  He  is  a director  in  the  Danbury 
National  Bank,  and  is  connected  in  a similar  posi- 
tion with  a number  of  other  concerns  in  which  he 
holds  stock.  For  ten  years  past  he  has  been  a 
director  in  the  Danbury  Agricultural  Society, 
serving  thioughout  that  time  as  secretary  of  the 
horse  department,  and  for  three  years  he  has 
held  the  office  of  general  secretary. 

As  an  ardent  Republican  Mr.  Rundle  has 
always  taken  much  interest  in  politics,  and  he  has 
served  several  years  as  chairman  of  the  city  and 
town  committees.  In  1889  he  was  elected  aider- 
man  from  the  Second  ward  for  a term  of  two 
years,  during  which  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Street  committee,  and  in  March,  1895,  he  was 
the  choice  of  the  people  for  mayor,  his  term  ex- 
piring April  15,  1897. 

Mr.  Rundle  married  Miss  Eliza  W.  Bacon, 
daughter  of  John  W.  Bacon,  president  of  the 
Danburv  Savings  Bank.  Her  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Eliza  Botsford,  is  a daughter 
of  the  late  Doctor  Botsford,  who  was  for  many 
years  a leading  physician  of  Danbury.  Two 
children.  Christine  and  Marguerite,  have  blessed 
this  union.  Mr.  Rundle  and  his  wife  belong  to 
the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Danbury, 
and  here  also  his  ability  and  energy  are  brought 
into  service  as  a member  of  various  committees. 


DAVID  L.  COLEY.  Fairfield  county  ha:- 

' many  prominent  families  whose  record  may 

well  be  perused  by  those  to  come,  and  they  can- 
not fail  to  find  therein  admirable  examples  of 
thrift,  progress  and  honesty  well  worthy  ol  emu- 
lation.  Not  the  least  among  these  families!' 
that  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch. 

Mr,  Coley  was  born  October  13, 1815,  in  the 
cityof  Lansingburg,Rensselaer,Co.,N.  Y., whence 
at  the  age  of  ten  years  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  Weston.  He  received  his  education  in  part 
at  both  places,  attending  also  for  a time  Pro- 
fessor Olmstead's  school.  His  first  experience 
of  work  was  obtained  in  a sawmill,  where he«s 
employed  for  sometime,  and  later  he  established 
a machine  shop  and  foundry  in  the  town  ol 
Weston,  which  he  conducted  many  years.  He 
also  manufactured  sidearms  (or  the  army,  sieve 
repairs  and  other  articles. 

David  L.  Coley  married  Miss  Catherine  She- 
wood,  who  was  born  August  22,  18)9.  at  West- 
port,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Elen 
(Andrews)  Sherwood,  the  former  the  proprietor 
of  a mill  at  Westport.  A brief  record  ol  the 
children  horn  to  this  union  is  as  follows:  Free- 
erick,  born  July  11,  1845,  married  Carrie  A 
Eddy;  Catherine  S..  born  November  20.  1 Szc. 
died  April  6,  1849;  Julia  F.,  born  July  11,  ti- 
died March  20,  1849:  Catherine  E.,  born  Marcn 
10,  1850,  married  Dwight  E.  Hewett;  Julia  D.. 
born  November  12.  ] 8 5 1 , married  Fred  Sher- 
wood ; Maria  L.,  born  August  8,  1 854.  is  unmar- 
ried ; Mary  A.,  born  January  10,  1856,  died  Dt- 
cember  3,  1867;  and  David  L.,  born  November 
29,  185S,  married  Clara  I.  Sherwood. 

Politically  our  subject  is  a Democrat,  and  b 
has  represented  the  town  of  Weston  in  the  State 
Legislature.  In  religious  faith  he  hasbeen  a lit'- 
long  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
uniting  first  with  the  Congregation  at  NorfieD 
and  at  present  with  the  one  at  Weston,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  deacon  and  member  ol  the 
Church  committee.  During  the  old  “training 
day’s  ” Mr.  Coley  served  in  the  State  militia 

David  Coley,  great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 

was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston,  Conn-.and"8- 
a lifelong  farmer.  He  married  a Miss  Hyde, 
we  have  record  of  two  children:  David,  a skrtvn 
of  whom  follows,  and  Ebenezer. 

David  Coley,  maternal  grandfather  o(  ou< 
subject,  was  also  born  in  the  town  of  W e?to.n 
wffiere  he  built  a mill  on  the  site  now  occupied 
bv  his  grandson,  David  L.  He  married  M-5 
Lydia  Sturges,  of  Weston,  and  they  hadtwochii 
dren:  Rachel,  who  married  Samuel 
and  Mary  H.,  who  married  Levi  Coley. 
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Levi  Coley,  father  ol  our  subject.  was  horn  in 
i he  lown  of  Weston,  son  of  Ebeutzer  Coley,  and 
i«  reived  his  education  at  Lammgburg,  N.  Y. 
Wtien  old  enough  he  entered  a store  and  cotn- 
irenred  cler-mg.  continuing  thus  for  a niitnher 
of  years.  after  which  fie  engaged  in  business  for 
Ins  own  at  count  until  some  time  after  his  mar  - 
nage.  He  wedded  Mary  H.  Coley  (as  above  re- 
corded). and  they  had  children  as  follows:  Mary 
A died  young;  David  L.  is  our  subject  proper; 
Levi  D.  married  Sarah  M.  Nichols;  Kbene/er 
married  Jane  Sturges,  Frederick  married  Har- 
riet Hanks,  and  Frarx  es  (twin  of  Frederick l mar- 
ried William  Lansing.  The  father  of  this  family, 
though  not  a Church  member,  was  a regular  at- 
tt  infant  of  the  Congn  gal  local  Cliurch. 

SAMCF.L  K.  LOl'DF.N.  an  honored  and 
highly  respected  citncn  of  Riverside,  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  old  families 
ol  Fairfield  county. 

Our  subject's  grandfatiu  t.  James  Louden. who 
was  of  Scotch  extraction  and  a native  of  Gteen- 
wich  township,  was  a ‘■iioemaker  bv  trade  and 
never  accumulated  much  ptopettv  He  married 
Flsie  liiown,  by  wfiom  fie  fiad  the  following 
named  children:  Alien,  a farmer,  who  lived  at 
tjuaker  Kidge  and  died  at  N .mh  s(  or  ner ; Obediah, 
the  fattier  of  our  subject:  Charles,  "ho  was  en- 
gaged m making  stone  vvalis.  and  died  at  Round 
Hill  in  the  spring  of  I ; Janu  s,  a farmer  of 
North  Cos  Cob;  Ann  A.,  who  married  William 
Hiatt,  and  died  at  Round  Hill;  Lima,  deceased 
wife  of  Henry  Vail:  Sarah,  who  married  William 
Smftin.  and  died  in  Oreenwieh.  in  1897;  Elthera, 
Mrs  Hiram  June,  of  Round  Hill;  and  Mary. who 
wedded  Lrastus  Bitdsall  and  iives  at  Round  Hill. 
The  fattier  of  these  children  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years,  the  mother  w hen  nearly  ninety,  and 
both  were  buried  in  Ouaker  Kidge  cemetery.  She 
w as  a Presbyterian  in  religious  faith.  Mr.  Louden 
was  a Democrat  in  politic  .- 

Obediah  Louden,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  on  Ouaker  Ridge,  Oietnwich  township,  in 
1810,  received  a rather  limited  education,  and 
began  life  for  himself  at  an  early  age.  On  reach- 
ing man's  estate  he  was  married,  at  Ouaker 
Ridge,  to  Miss  Jane  Ranch*  art,  a lady  of  French 
extraction,  who  was  born  in  New  York  City,  in 
1 H 1 4 . daughter  of  Samuel  Raucheart,  and  they 
began  housekeeping  in  a humble  way.  as  their 
means  were  very  limited.  Mr.  Louden  first 
worked  at  his  trade,  that  of  stone  mason,  and 
also  engaged  in  harvesting  in  season  until  he  was 
aide  to  secure  work  as  a contractor,  building 
cellar  walls,  stone  vvalis,  etc.  In  later  years  he 


had  quite  an  extensive  and  profitable  patronage, 
and  w as  able  to  purchase  a good  home  in  Kenstco, 
N.  V..  where  lie  died  in  April.  1882.  his  remains 
1 being  interred  in  the  Quaker  Ridge  cemetery.  He 
was  a stanch  Democrat,  and  took  a great  in- 
, Iciest  in  political  affairs,  but  was  never  an  office 
see  ker.  His  widow,  who  now  finds  a pleasant 
! home  with  her  children,  is  well  preserved  and 
| very  active,  and  at  the  age  of  eightv-four  is  able 
i to  «-e\v  without  glasses 

Childien  were  born  to  this  worthy  couple  as 
i fed  lows  : Amanda  married  Henry  Finch,  and 

* died  in  North  Castle,  N.  Y.  Samuel  R.  is  the 
| second  of  the  family.  Theodore  was  in  e arly 
■ lit*  a shoemaker,  later  formed  a stock  company 
l and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  mowing  ma- 
< limes  at  Riverside,  and  subsequently  became  in* 
1 tcre«ted  in  the  nursery  business,  with  which  he 
wa*  connected  for  several  years;  he  left  a good 
home  and  property  in  Middletown.  N.  Y..  where 
l he  died  William  is  an  expert  shoemaker  and 
1 well-to-do  citizen  of  Middletown.  Thomas  C.  is 
1 me  ntioned  elsewhere.  Cornelius  learned  the 
' miller's  trade  in  his  younger  days,  but  for  some 
years  has  been  a jeweler  of  C.otbam,  N.  Y. 

1 Juba  married  Newman  Weeks,  and  died  in  Nvack, 
N ^ . One  son.  twin  of  Julia,  died  m inlancy. 
Phii  lie  is  now  Mrs.  George  A.  Palmer,  of  Sound 
i Hi  ac  h.  Conn.  Mary  D.  is  Mrs.  Richard  Hanks, 
ol  Chappaqua,  N.  Y.  Euphemta  is  Mrs.  Stephen 
] Hatties,  living  near  Pleasantville,  New  York. 

Samuel  R.  Louden  was  horn  December  7, 

I 1834.  on  King  Street,  on  the  State  line  between 
1 New  York  and  Connecticut,  and  obtained  his 
1 education  in  the  country  schools  of  that  locality. 

' His  school  days  were  over  at  the  age  of  about 
twelve  years,  however,  previous  to  which  he  had 
1 w i uked  for  his  hoard  with  the  privilege  of  attend* 
1 ing  school.  Leaving  home  soon  afterward,  he 
went  to  New  York,  where  he  tried  to  enlist  lor 
service  in  the  Mexican  war.  hut  was  rejected  on 
account  of  his  age,  and  he  then  stowed  away  on 
I the  steamer  ••  Connecticut  ” and  went  to  Boston, 
where  he  also  endeavored  to  join  the  army  but 
was  again  refused.  He  had  no  money,  only  a 
' bundle  of  clothes  which  he  carried  under  his  arm. 
While  standing  at  the  Old  Colony  depot,  he  was 
accosted  by  S.  F.  Kato,  who  inquired  his  busi- 
ness. and  on  learning  of  our  subject's  destitution, 

1 he  offered  hirn  work,  taking  care  of  horses  in  a 
livery  stable  at  $12  per  month.  After  nine 
months’  employment  with  that  gentleman  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Kensico,  N.  Y. , and  ac- 
cepted a position  with  a farmer.  Not  long  after- 
ward he  began  learning  the  blacksmith's  trade 
with  Ins  uncle.  William  Platt,  on  Quaker  Ridge, 
but  a few  months  later  he  was  seriously  injured 
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bvthe  kick  of  a horse  and  was  obliged  to  give  up  I for  membership  in  that  order.  Both  Mr.  an d 
that  business.  He  then  commenced  to  learn  I Mrs.  Louden  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
sash  and  blind  manufacturing,  but  before  he  had  . and  wherever  known  are  held  in  high  regard, 
completed  his  apprenticeship  machinery  making 
thoce  articles  much  cheaper  than  they  could  be 

made  bv  hand  was  put  in  operation,  and  he  was  TOHN  MACKIE  BROWN,  a prominent  busi- 
again  thrown  out  of  employment.  Returning  to  I ness  man  and  citizen  of  Stamford,  Fairfield 
the  country  he  entered  into  partnership  with  his  ^ county,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 

father  in  building  stone  fences,  and  some  months  | plumbing  and  steam-fitting  business  for  ten  years 
later  accepted  a position  as  boss  farmer  for  a i during  which  time  he  has  made  a most  creditable 
gentleman  at  Irvington.  N.  Y.,  with  whom  he  t record,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  November 
later  went  to  New  York  City,  taking  charge  of  a { 7,  1856. 

planing-mill  yard,  where  he  was  employed  until  Mr.  Brown  has  acquired  more  than  a local 
the  firm  failed.  1 reputation  in  the  building  trade,  having  executed 

On  July  2.  1857.  in  New  York  City.  Mr.  ! large  contracts  in  both  Connecticut  and  N'e* 
Louden  married  Miss  Charlotte  Keyes,  of  En-  1 York  State;  among  others,  all  the  sanitary  work 
glishtown,  N.  J.,  who  was  born  in  1837,  the  1 at  the  St.  John’s  Episcopal  church,  and  the 
daughter  of  George  Keyes,  a farmer.  The  chil-  I Fetguson  Memorial  buildings,  besides  many  of  the 
dred  born  to  them  were:  Charles  E.,  who  died  at  I best  residences  of  Stamford  and  surrounding 
the  age  of  sixteen  years:  George  K.,  a resident  of  I locality:  also  most  of  the  sanitary  and  heating 
New  Haven,  Conn.:  Charlotte  A.,  now  Mrs.  . work  for  Messrs.  Ferguson  and  others  at  Fishers 
William  A.  Wilrnot;  Samuel  R.,  Jr.,  who  died  at  I Island,  New  York. 

the  age  of  five  years  and  seven  months;  Samuel  Mr.  Brown  is  of  Scottish  parentage.  John 
E..  postmaster  and  a member  of  the  firm  of  S.  1 Brown,  his  father,  was,  before  he  came  to  tbit 
R.  Louden  & Son,  at  Riverside;  and  Walter  W.,  1 country,  associated  with  his  father,  who  was  an 
who  is  employed  by  his  father  1 extensive  builder  and  contractor  in  the Countyof 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Louden  located  at  I Haddington,  Scotland.  Our  subject's  mother. 
Englishtown,  N.  ]..  where  he  was  engaged  in  1 who  was  Miss  Eliza  Robina  Greig,  was  a native 
driving  a ieed- wagon  ior  a lew  months.  He  then  i of  Edinburgh,  a daughter  of  a lawyer  of  that  city, 
returned  to  New  Y ork  City  and.  buying  a horse  1 and  was  married  in  Edinburgh  March  24,  1852 
and  cart  in  West  Washington  Market,  started  in  I In  March,  1856,  the  parents  came  to  New  York 

the  draying  business,  which  he  has  successfully  i City  from  their  native  land,  and  in  the  spring  of 

followed  ever  since.  He  continued  to  reside  in  | 1S57  removed  to  Stamford.  Conn.,  where,  for 
that  city  until  April.  1882.  when  he  came  to  ! over  sixteen  years,  John  Brown,  Sr.,  was  a well- 
Riverside.  Conn.,  and  improved  the  property  on  | known  and  much  esteemed  citizen  of  the town, 
which  he  located.  In  1888  he  erected  his  pres-  j He  was  long  connected  with  the  building  trade 
ent  pleasant  residence,  and  has  since  built  two  i of  Stamford  and  locality,  and  much  of  the  M 
other  houses,  which  he  rents,  and  also  a house  in  1 stone  work  done  in  Stamford  was  under  his  super- 
Sound  Beach.  He  owns  a number  of  building-  1 vision.  In  1873  he.  with  his  wile  and  family. re- 
lots in  Riverside,  and  has  taken  quite  an  active  ! turned  to  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  thereat 
and  prominent  part  in  the  development  of  that  I Haddington,  in  the  churchyard,  rest  (beside  those 
place.  It  is  now  forty  years  since  he  became  in-  1 of  his  kinsfolk)  the  remains  of  himself,  wile  and 
terested  in  the  draying  and  trucking  business  in  I eldest  son,  James  Sylvester,  and  daughter  Jane* 
New  York  City,  starting  with  a capital  of  only  To  their  marriage  were  born  children  as  lo! 

$45.  and  he  has  steadily  prospered,  with  the  aid  1 flow:  James  Sylvester,  who  died  in  Haddington, 
of  his  estimable  wile,  who  has  proved  a valuable  Scotland,  in  March,  1891;  Janet,  who  died  in  m- 
helpmeet,  succeeding  in  accumulating  a hand-  1 fancy;  John  Mackie  (our  subject);  Jane  Hoyt 
some  property.  [ (Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Ross);  Alexander  Raeburn 

Under  President  Cleveland,  Mr.  Louden  was  1 (’deceased):  Robert  George,  who  is  associated 
appointed  postmaster  at  Riverside,  and  is  still  with  his  brother  J.  M.  in  the  business  in  Stam- 
acceptably  filling  that  position.  He  cast  his  first  ! ford;  Mary  Agnes,  who  resides  with  her  brothers: 
Presidential  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont,  and  has  and  Thomas,  who  is  with  a New  York  house 
ever  since  been  an  ardent  Republican.  Fra-  John  M.  Brown  passed  his  boyhood  days  in 

ternally.  he  is  a member  of  Albion  Lodge  No.  Stamford,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools 
26,  F.  & A.  M..  of  New  York  City,  and  John  ' In  1873  he  accompanied  his  patents  to  Hadding 

Stewart,  who  is  now  past  grand  master  of  the  - ton.  Scotland,  and  there  he  learned  the  business 
State  of  New  Y'ork.  was  proposed  by  our  subject  ■ which  he  has  since  followed  with  marked  success. 
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Btlore  oui.nn  ncmg  business  in  Scotland  on  his 
own  mu  tint,  he  in  1 S’ S 3 was  with  the  well-known 
turn  ol  sanitary  engineers.  Dent  N Hellver,  ol 
London.  England.  Hedispiaxed  much  talent  in 
that  line  ot  wotk  and  made  artic.es  that  were 
exhibited  in  International  1 xhibuions  held,  as 
fohows  In  London.  I S S 5 ; Edinburgh.  I S .s  4 
and  iSm  , and  Glasgow,  1888.  at  all  of  which  his 
work  was  most  highly  commended.  and  awards 
in  ttie  war  of  medals  and  diplomas  goen  film. 
One  pure  of  his  work  a model  (in  bronze)  of  1 
••the  Lamp  of  Lothian."  a historical  ruin  in  1 
Haddinpton.  Scotland,  received  a place  in  the  ^ 
John  Knox  collection.  Bishop  « ( a«tie.  Glasgow, 
Intetnatioiial  Llxhibitioii,  l S S S . and  was  treated  , 
in  the  ••  Jv>ok  rd  the  Bishops  ( astir-,  and  Hand- 
book of  the  Art  Geological  Collection,"  published 
f>v  Constable  \ Co. 

In  April.  1889,  Mr.  Brown  and  Ins  sister  vis- 
itt  d Ins  native  land,  arm  .up  in  New  York  on  the 
iiminmp  of  tlie  preat  parade,  when  that  city  was  ; 
t elebratuip  tlie  Centenary  of  the  1 na upuration  of 
Washington.  On  the  advue  of  their  many  | 
friends  they  were  induced  to  remain,  and  Mr.  | 
Bo  iiii  to  rnpape  in  fiusme-..  He  has  no  reason 
to  opret  the  step  then  taken.  f rom  that  time  1 
to  tins  tie  has  been  actively  eupaeed  in  business,  - 
and  is  now  one  of  the  extensive  contractors  of  I 
Stamford  He  stands  well  as  a man  in  the  | 
■eso  oin  of  Ins  fellow  citizens  He  has  piven  evi- 
dent e of  his  ability  and  pood  judpment,  and  skill  I 
in  tlie  handimp  of  larpe  conti acts  here,  and  also  1 
in  New  York  State.  In  1 8S9,  deriding  to  remain 
in  business  in  Stamford,  he  turned  over  fiis  busi-  | 
ru-s  m Hadrlinpton.  Scotland,  to  Thomas  M. 
K<  ss,  his  brotfier-in-la w . 

Soi  iallv.  Mr.  Brow  n is  prominent  in  various 
<mhrs  in  Stamford,  and  is  past  prand  of  Tyne-  1 
side  Lodpe.  1.  O.  O.  B.,  Haddinpton,  Scotland,  I 
also  a member  of  Rippowam  Lodpe.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  1 
at  Stan, ford.  f:or  several  \*ars  fie  was  pres-  I 
ident  of  the  Stamford  Scottish  Soi  lety,  and  as 
sucti  presided  at  the  Bums  Birthday  banquets, 
which  were  attended  by  tlie  cietpy.  professional, 
and  business  men  of  Stamford.  He  is  a mem-  | 
Her  of  Union  Lodpe  No.  5,  F.  <v  A.  M.,andrep- 
le-ented  both  that  body  and  tfie  Scottish  Society  I 
at  the  Robert  Burns  Centenary  celebrations  held 
at  Bumbles  and  Giaspow.  Scot  and,  July  2 1,  i 
i8n(_.  He  is  an  active  member  of  St.  John's  . 
Episcopal  Church,  and  dnector  of  St.  John's 
U iiapter.  “brotherhood  of  St.  Andrew,"  having  1 
attended  as  delegate  the  National  and  State  con-  1 
'into  ns  of  the  order.  He  ntvi-ii  on  a number 
<d  committees  in  connection  with  tfie  two  hun- 
dred and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  ■ 
the  town  of  Stamford,  held  in  October,  1S93.  1 


and  as  president  of  the  Scottish  Society  marched 
at  the  head  ol  the  Scottish  contingent,  which 
was  augmented  fry  delegations  from  the  Highland 
Guard  of  New  York  City  and  the  Caledonians 
liom  Bridgeport.  Conn.;  this  was  the  grandest 
pioie'-sioii  ever  held  in  Stamford.  He  was  one 
of  the  repre-entative  citizens  appointed  to  super- 
vise the  distribution  of  relief  to  the  needy  dur- 
ing the  severe  winter  ol  1894 

Mr.  Brown  has  traveled  extensively  in  both 
tins  and  the  old  country,  and  was  one  of  those 
fortunate  enough  to  witness  the  “Diamond 
Jubilee  celebration  at  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral. 
London,  aiso  the  military  and  naval  reviews 
held  at  Aldershot  and  Spithead,  respectively. 
He  is  one  of  Stamford's  substantial  men  and 
well-to-do  cit izens. 


Bartholomew  ryle.  who  is  at  present 

serving  as  selectman  of  the  town  of  Stam- 
ford. Fan  held  county,  is  one  of  the  prospering 
business  imn  ol  that  locality,  where  he  has  lived 
from  carl v manhood. 

Mr.  Kyle  is  a native  of  Ireland,  bom  in  t8?2 
in  County  Kerry,  where  he  was  reared,  receiving 
lus  education  in  the  national  schools  of  his  native 
country.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  m-i  out  for 
the  United  Slates,  with  little  but  his  ambition 
and  perse'eimg  energy  to  help  him  make  his  wav 
in  the  world,  and.  landing  in  New  York  City, 
soon  alter  ward  came  to  Stamford,  where,  with 
the  exception  ol  one  year,  when  he  was  engaged 
in  fanning  in  Pennsylvania,  he  has  ever  since  re- 
sided On  his  return  to  Stamford  from  Pennsyl- 
vania he  opened  a grocery  and  liquor  business, 
which  lie  lias  continued  to  carry  on  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  he  has  added  another  branch 
of  trade,  wholesaling  beer.  His  establishment  is 
on  the  Connecticut  road,  and  Mr.  Rvle  has  now 
a thriving  business,  which  he  has  built  up  by  good 
management  and  the  observance  of  honorable 
busmens  methods,  for  he  bears  an  enviable  repu- 
tation for  honesty  throughout  the  township.  In 
l 896  his  fellow  citizens  honored  him  with  elec- 
tion to  the  responsible  position  ol  selectman, 
which  he  is  at  present  filling. 

Mr.  Kvie  was  married  in  Stamford  to  Miss 
Mary  Stack,  and  their  family  consisted  of  six 
children;  John  Francis.  Robert.  Thomas,  Nellie 
Ann,  Magi'ie  and  Minnie.  They  are  devout  Cath- 
olics in  religious  faith,  belonging  to  St.  John's 
parish,  and  Mr.  Ryle  is  a member  of  the  Cath- 
olic Btnevoicnt  Legion  and  the  Second  Division 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians.  His  brother 
is  a priest  in  Montville,  Conn.,  and  Father  Mc- 
Clean,  of  Hartford,  is  his  nephew. 
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WALLACE  OLMSTEAD,  the  able  editor 

of  the  Danbury  Dispatch , undertook  a 

difficult  task  when  he  entered  the  journalistic 
field  in  competition  with  that  well-known  and 
long-established  paper,  the  Danbury  News.  Out 
of  thirty-two  rivals  that  have  arisen  from  time  to 
time  against  the  News  the  Dispatch  is  the  only 
one  to  achieve  success,  a fact  which  speaks  more 
eloquently  than  could  any  words  for  the  courage, 
energy  and  mental  power  of  its  young  owner  and 
editor, 

Mr.  Olmstead  has  a good  ancestry  behind 
him,  his  lineage  being  traced  back  through  eleven 
generations  to  one  Thomas  Olmstead,  who  was 
born  in  England  about  1525.  His  ancestors  set- 
tled in  America  in  Colonial  times,  and  his  great- 
grandfather, Ebenezer  Olmstead,  served  in 
Washington's  army  in  the  struggle  for  independ- 
ence. His  grandmother  on  the  paternal  side  was 
a daughter  of  John  Roberts,  another  Revolution- 
ary soldier. 

At  the  time  of  our  subject's  birth.  May  27, 

1 868,  his  parents,  Frederick  S.  and  Mary  Jane 
(Boughton)  Olmstead,  resided  in  Balls  Pond 
District,  five  miles  Irom  Danbury,  but  in  1870 
the  family  removed  to  that  city,  where  Mr.  Olm- 
stead obtained  a common-school  education  dur- 
ing his  boyhood.  At  fifteen  he  left  school  to 
enter  the  employ  of  the  New  York  Central  rail- 
road. and  remained  five  years  in  the  operating 
department.  In  1888  he  began  the  study  of  law 
under  the  direction  of  Judge  James  E.  Walsh, 
and  a year  later  entered  the  law  school  connected 
with  S’ale  College,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1S91.  Returning  to  Danbury  he  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing Year  appointed  deputy  registrar  of  voters; 
from  1892  to  1894  he  served  as  clerk  of  the  city 
court,  and  in  1897  he  was  elected  city  clerk  by 
the  largest  majority  ever  accorded  any  candidate 
for  this  position.  In  the  summer  of  1894  Mr. 
Olmstead  purchased  a small  interest  in  The  Even- 
ing Daily  Dispatch,  on  which  he  worked  for  a 
short  time  as  reporter.  He  received  early  pro- 
motion to  the  editorial  chair,  and  in  July,  1895, 
he  bought  the  entire  business.  Realizing  that  the 
prospects  for  success  wet  e not  of  the  brightest,  he 
made  several  changes  with  excellent  results,  and 
on  January  ),  1896,  he  began  issuing  the  paper 
in  the  morning  instead  of  the  evening,  as  before. 
The  Dispatch  is  fearless  in  its  championship  of 
any  measure  which  seems  to  promise  benefit  to 
the  people,  and  is  thoroughly  loyal  to  Danbury. 
In  connection  therewith  is  an  extensive  job  and 
book  printing  business,  some  fine  specimens  of 
work  being  turned  out.  In  May,  1896,  Mr. 
Olmstead  took  into  partnership  his  brother, 
Frederick  S.  Olmstead,  Jr.,  as  business  manager. 


In  politics  our  subject  is  a Democrat,  and  at 
present  he  is  chairman  of  the  town  committer 
So  well  did  he  manage  the  local  campaign  in 
1 896  that  his  town  went  Democratic,  being  one 
of  two  in  the  State  to  give  a majority  to  that 
ticket. 

In  October,  1893,  Mr.  Olmstead  was  united in 
marriage  with  Miss  Nellie  E.  Conklin,  daughter 
of  William  and  Hortense  (Oliver)  Conklin,  ol 
Danbury. 

Frederick  S.  Olmstead,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Dan- 
bury, February  19,  1875,  and  received  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  public  schools.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1892,  he  entered  Vermont  Academy,  at 
Saxton’s  River,  Vt.,  but  in  December,  1894.  ill- 
ness compelled  him  to  abandon  his  studies  and 
return  home.  In  the  fall  of  1895  he  took  a posi- 
tion as  a reporter  on  the  staff  of  the  Disfatii 
and  a few  months  later  became  a partner  in  the 
business,  as  stated  above,  his  special  duties  in- 
I eluding  the  management  of  the  newspaper  and 
job-printing  department.  Like  his  brother,  he  is 
a stanch  Democrat.  The  Olmstead  family  is 
| prominent  in  social  life  as  well  as  in  businessand 
I political  circles,  and  both  of  the  publishers  of  the 
Dispatch  are  charter  members  of  Justinian  Sen- 
ate No.  65.  Knights  of  the  Ancient  Essenic Order. 


M ENRY  O.  CANFIELD.  In  the  early  life 
of  Henry  O.  Canfield  is  well  typified  the 
1 keen  versatile  traits  which  mark  the  successtu. 

I business  man  of  to-day.  He  had  been  thoroughly 
i schooled  for  his  work  in  life,  for  belore  entering 
j upon  it  he  had  been  given  those  preparatory 
I touches  bv  wav  of  education  which  made  the 
I foundation  broad  and  deep,  fitted  for  the  subse- 

I quent  structure.  His  ancestry  displayed  various 

I bents  by  the  way  of  avocation.  His  grandfather, 
Capt.  Ira  B.  Canfield,  son  of  Josiah  Canfield, 
followed  the  fortunes  of  the  ocean,  and  gave  up 
his  life  to  his  occupation,  for  he  was  lost  at  sea. 
His  father,  Jared  H.  Canfield,  was  a manufacturer 
of  rubber  goods,  and  that  is  the  business  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Henry  O.  Canfield  was  born  at  Naugatuck 
| Conn.,  November  19,  1847,  a son  of  Jared  H. 

I and  Mary  A.  (Andrews)  Canfield.  The  father 
I was  born  at  Saybrook,  Conn.,  and  the  mother, 
i who  was  a daughter  of  Benaja  Andrews,  was  hot# 
at  Meriden.  Conn.  They  had  three  children 
Isaac  A..  Elizabeth  C.,  and  Henry  0 The  last 
named  received  his  education  in  the  pnwj 

schools  at  Naugatuck,  and  subsequently  studied 

abroad — in  France  and  Germany, 
j Returning  to  America,  Mr.  Canfield  "as  or 
i several  years  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business. 
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Railroad  construction  in  the  West  was  develop- 
ing rapidly,  and  in  1871.  at  the  age  of  twenty-  1 
four  years,  .Mr  Canfield  began  a valuable  expe- 
rience in  transportation  work  by  becoming  local  • 
agent  at  Pekin.  111.,  for  the  Peoria,  Pekin  and 
Jacksonville  Railroad  Company.  He  rose  rapid- 
ly, and  in  187b  was  appointed  gt  neral  height 
agent  of  the  company.  He  remained  an  official 
in  its  service  until  1880.  when  the  property  was  ' 
sold  to  and  absorbed  by  the  Wabash  road.  Then  1 
lor  h vc  Mars  Mr.  Canfield  filled  satisfactorily  a 1 
still  more  difficult  role,  that  of  commissioner  for 
various  railroad  pools,  which  the  common  carriers 
at  that  time  had  in  operation.  In  November, 
>885,  he  accepted  the  p<  silion  of  secretary  and 
general  superintendent  of  the  Campbell  Rubber  I 
Company,  and  to  fill  that  position  lie  a moved  to 
Bridgeport.  Hr-  remained  with  that  company 
until  January  t.  1889,  when  he  n signed  and 
started  a ruhbr  r business  of  his  own.  which  he 
has  ever  since  successfully  conducted 

In  the  social  amenities  of  life  Mr.  Canfield  is  > 
prominently  c>  nr.ected  He  is  a member  of  , 
many  organizations,  and  lias  held  numerous  of- 
fices in  the'-e  vara  us  bodies.  He  is  a hiremason 
of  the  thirty- set  and  drgiee,  and  a member  of  tire 
Sea  Side,  Algol), p. in  and  Bi  ooklvn  t mint  1 v Clubs. 
He  mnrrird  M10  Inn  gem-  C.  }•  resliour,  and  they 
have  three  rhiMnn.  lostph  B.,  Albert  H..  and 
Henry  B The  ; an  ills  ait*  members  of  t he  South 
Congregational  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  t anfield 
is  a Republic  at. 


DAVID  IP  MEEKER,  first  selectman  of  the 
town  of  Btu<  k field,  was  born  at  Ins  present 
tesiderice,  Nmurler  27,  1825.  and  lias  ulvvavs 
made  his  fume  here  His  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  di-trict  schools  and  at  Robbins 
select  school  at  Brookfield  Center  His  first 
business  venture  was  as  drover,  buying  cattle  in 
the  west  and  shipping*  them  to  Eastern  markets.  ■ 
He  has  always  farmed  in  Brookfield,  and  has 
been  eminently  successful  in  his  ch<  sen  calling, 
his  well-kept  buildings,  clean  fields,  and  the  < 
modern  improvements  of  a first-class  farm  all 
betokening  linn  to  be  a man  of  energy  and  enter- 
prise. 

On  March  8.  1856.  Mr.  Meeker  was  united  in  1 
marriage  with  M :cs  8-arah  E.  Hoy,  daughter  of 
Joel  B.  Hoy.  and  one  child  was  born  of  this 
union:  Hannah  Eliza,  who  married  Edmund 

Weld,  by  wh<  m she  had  five  childien  — Paul 
Fletcher,  Harley  Bishop.  |ecsie  (deceased).  Ed- 
mund, Jr.,  and  Ruth.  Mrs.  Meeker  died  De- 
cember 16,  189:.  Politically  Mr.  Meeker  is  a 
worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party. 


and  he  has  held  the  office  of  first  selectman  for 
a number  of  years,  being  at  present  the  only 
Detnoc  rat  filling  a town  office,  which  fact  speaks 
well  lor  his  faithful  discharge  of  official  duty. 
In  1869  he  was  honored  by  election  to  the  State 
Legislature.  He  is  a member  of  several  fra- 
ternal orders,  belonging  to  Union  Lodge  No.  40. 
F.  ft  A.  M.,  of  Danbury,  and  was  a member  of 
Evergreen  Lodge  No.  49,  1.  O.  O.  F..  in  Brook- 
field. In  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
he  has  long  been  an  honored  member,  he  has 
served  as  vestryman.  His  long  service  in  the 
interests  of  his  fellow  citizens,  his  progressive- 
ness. his  abundant  charity  lor  all  men,  have 
given  him  an  honored  place  in  the  esteem  of  his 
neighbors. 

Daniel  Meeker,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. was  a lifelong  resident  of  the  town  of  Fair- 
field.  He  married  Eunice  Buckley,  and  in  their 
family  were  the  following  childien : Daniel  Hill, 

David,  Eunice  (who  married  Thomas  Raymond, 
of  Norwalk.  Conn.),  Abigail.  Charity,  and  Will- 
iam, all  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Daniel 
Meeker  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  polit- 
ically a loyal  subject  of  Great  Britain.  He  was 
a devout  member  of  the  Established  Church. 

David  Meeker,  father  of  our  subiect  and  set - 
ond  m the  above-mentioned  family,  was  horn  at 
(iieenfield,  in  the  town  of  Fairfield.  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  January  2b,  1777.  and  in  his  native  vil- 
lage passed  his  boyhood  days  in  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  boys — attending  the  district  school 
and  working  on  the  home  farm.  His  occupa- 
tion was  always  farming,  which  he  carried  on 
constantly  since  his  youth,  when  he  came  to 
Brookfield  and  made  his  home  with  his  brother 
William.  He  cleared  the  timber  from  a tract 
of  land  in  the  western  part  of  the  town,  and  that 
clearing  is  to  day  the  well-tilled  fields  of  the  farm 
of  our  subject  proper,  David  H.  Meeker.  At 
Newtown.  Conn.,  David  Meeker  was  married 
to  Hannah  Harris,  daughter. of  Prof.  Luther  Har- 
ris, and  in  their  family  was  one  son — David  Har- 
ris. our  subject-^  and  four  daughters,  all  now  de- 
ceased— Mary,  who  married  E.  Leach;  Sally, 
who  married  R.  Lane;  Eliza,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Hanford  M.  .Kellogg;  and  Cornelia  M., 
w ho  married  J.  \V.  Morehouse.  Mr.  Meeker  wras 
a very  prominent  man  in  the  politics  of  his  town, 
voting  with  the  Whig  party,  and  was  selectman 
for  a number  of  years.  He  was  a member  of 
St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church.  In  all  movements 
of  importance  David  Meeker  was  at  the  fore,  and 
his  death  on  January  20,  1857,  made  a vacancy 
it  was  difficult  to  fill.  His  genial  manners  and 
honorable  dealing  made  an  impression  that  has 
not  been  effaced  by  the  intervening  years. 
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THOMAS  K.  ORTON,  proprietor  of  the  Star 
_ Bakery  and  Grocer}',  Bridgeport,  is  a man 
of  enterprise  and  ioresight,  and,  as  the  first  in  his 
locality  to  place  home-made  bread  on  the  mar- 
ket in  any  quantity,  he  has  reaped  a well- 
deserved  reward  in  a large  and  lucrative  patron- 
age. In  other  departments  of  his  business  he  is 
equally  disposed  to  introduce  profitable  innova- 
tions, and  his  stock  of  goods  is  chosen  with  judg- 
ment and  arranged  with  taste.  His  success  has 
not  been  gained  without  hard  work  and  shrewd 
management,  as  he  began  life  with  no  capital  or 
influential  friends,  and  his  reverses  at  times  have 
been  so  seveie  as  to  have  discouraged  an  ordi- 
nary man;  but  through  all  he  has  kept  on  per- 
sistentiy,  paying  every  dollar  of  indebtedness 
contracted,  and  maintaining  unsullied  his  integ- 
rity and  honor. 

Mr.  Orton  belongs  to  an  old  Virginia  family, 
his  ancestors  having  resided  for  several  genera- 
tions at  Portsmouth,  in  the  Old  Dominion,  i 
Thomas  Orton,  the  great-grandfather,  was  born 
in  1729,  and  died  in  1804.  Thomas  Orton,  our 
subject’s  grandfather,  was  born  April  14,  1785.  I 
He  was  a man  of  wealth  and  influence,  and  | 
owned  a latge  tract  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  1 
Portsmouth,  where  he  died  at  a comparatively  I 
early  age  from  injuries  resulting  lrom  the  burst- 
ing ol  a gun  while  he  was  hunting  bears  in  the 
woods.  The  names,  with  dates  of  births,  of  his 
children  are  as  follows:  Elvington  K.,  1808;  G. 

W.,  1810;  Ezekiel,  1812;  Catharine,  1815; 

Elizabeth,  1 S 1 8 ; Martha,  1819;  Margaret,  1820, 
and  Thomas  T.,  July  3.  1827. 

Thomas  T.  Orton,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
gave  earlv  evidence  ol  rare  mechanical  ability, 
and  after  becoming  familiar  with  the  details  of 
the  blacksmith’s  trade  he  was  employed  as  a 
skilled  workman  in  the  navy  yard  at  Ports- 
mouth. He  sympathized  strongly  with  the 
abolition  movement,  and  when  the  Civil 
war  broke  out  his  opinions  brought  him 
into  popular  disfavor,  and  more  than  once 
caused  danger  to  his  life  and  liberty.  For 
laughing  when  Roanoke  Island  fell  into  the 
Federal  hands,  he  was  arrested  for  treason,  and 
he  was  at  the  same  time  accused  of  running  the 
blockade  and  carrying  information  to  Newport 
News.  As  his  family  lived  in  Portsmouth  he  was 
compelled  to  remain  there  and  keep  up.  so  far  as 
possible,  an  outward  appearance  of  loyalty  to  the 
Confederate  cause  When  the  Rebels  took 
possession  of  Portsmouth  navy  yard  he  was 
drafted  into  their  service,  and  continued  his  work 
there.  He  unspiked  the  same  cannon  that  he 
had  previously  spiked,  and  was  also  employed  for 
sometime  in  the  building  of  the  famous  *‘Merri- 


mac,”  especially  in  the  construction  of  the  pro* 
As  the  war  progressed  he  found  it  more  and  more 
difficult  to  evade  persecution,  his  real  sentiment 
being  well  known,  and  in  the  fall  of  1862  here- 
moved  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  found 
employment  in  the  navy  yard.  At  the  time  that 
Early's  forces  were  approaching  the  capital,  all 
available  men  in  the  service  of  the  government 
were  called  out  to  resist  the  threatened  raid,  anu 
our  subject’s  father  willingly  “ shouldered  arm; 
for  the  cause.  He  was  courageous  and  de- 
termined by  nature,  and  but  for  his  family  "odd 
doubtless  have  been  in  the  Union  army.  Whi.e 
he  was  not  a Church  member,  he  gave  tothe sup- 
port of  religious  work,  and  throughout  his  life  hr 
was  noted  for  correct  habits  and  moral  upright- 
! ness. 

His  wife,  Jane  F.  (Lewis),  was  born  in  Pom 
I mouth,  Va.,  where  her  father,  Samuel  M.  Lewis. 

1 was  engaged  in  business  as  a cabinet-maker.  She 
1 was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
1 much  esteemed  for  her  qualities  of  mind  and 
I heart.  Her  death  occurred  in  Washington,  Sep- 
I tember  26,  1864,  and  her  remains  were  intend 
| at  Portsmouth,  where  her  husband  afterward  rr- 
I sided,  engaging  in  work  in  the  navy  yard,  anc 
i also  in  the  filling  of  private  orders.  While  at 
1 work  he  accidently  broke  a limb,  causing  a per- 
manent injury  and  probably  hastening  his  death. 
which  occurred  at  Portsmouth,  February  1? 
1889.  His  home  and  family  were  his  deares. 
interests,  and  he  considered  it  his  first  duty  tc 
provide  every  essential  comfort  for  his  loved 
ones.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  seven  children, 
the  others  being  Samuel,  a brass  finisher  in  Phria- 
delphia;  George  M.,  a blacksmith  by  trade,  ha 
now  overseer  in  the  bakery  of  his  brother.  J-  H 
Orton;  Fannie  E.,  the  deceased  wife  of  Frederic- 
Friedlin,  of  Portsmouth,  Va.;  Ada,  whomarn^ 
Joseph  Moore,  of  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. ; John H-. 
established  in  business  in  Bridgeport,  and  for  ^ 

( years  a partner  of  his  brother  Thomas,  nowdoiw 
t a large  and  successful  business;  and  Miss  bnt 
| who  also  resides  in  Bridgeport. 

Thomas  K.  Orton  was  born  September 
i 1849,  at  the  old  home  in  Portsmouth,  L 
! he  can  recall  many  stirring  scenes  and  incidc 
I in  connection  with  the  Civil  war.  At  one  t'  ‘ 

I while  in  Dr.  Holmes  embalming  office  in  M"- 

I ington,  he  saw  the  bodies  of  five  generals.  na  ■ ! 
j ly:  Generals  Rice  Stevenson,  Wadsworth,  -ti~ 

1 wick  and  Hayes,  brought  in  from  the  battle  0 
I the  Wilderness;  also  saw  the  "Merrimac 
I she  went  down  after  her  engagement  with  > ' 
I *•  Monitor.”  He  attended  a private  school  o" 

I the  removal  of  the  family  to  Washington  in 
1 and  afterward  he  continued  his  studies  in  a me 
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school  there,  as  his  help  was  needed  lor  a time 
in  the  support  of  the  home.  His  first  money 
was  earned  by  selling  papers,  and  many  times  he  . 
stood  in  Iront  of  the  ••Metropolitan  Hotel"  dis  , 
posing  of  his  stock.  He  made  the  most  of  his  i 
educational  advantages,  his  active  mind  easily 
acquiring  knowledge,  and  after  his  fathers  re- 
turn to  Portsmouth  he  engaged  in  clerking, 
spending  nearly  five  vtars  in  a dry-good  store 
there.  I.ater  he  went  to  Havdenvilie.  Mass.,  to 
learn  the  brass  finisher  s trade,  which  he  followed  ' 
until  the  Mill  river  hood,  of  winch  he  was  an 
eve-witness,  deslroved  the  factory  in  which  he 
had  been  working 

'I  Ins  catastrc  phe  compelled  him  to  seek  em- 
ployment ehc  where,  and  in  1875  he  removed  to 
Bridgeport,  wmre  he  worked  lor  a short  time  lor 
the  White  Manufacturing  Company,  and  later  lor  ' 
Baton.  Cole  cV  Burnham,  making  metal  patterns. 

Ill  health  obliging  him  to  give  up  that  ime  of 
business,  he.  in  August,  1870.  established  a gro- 
cery at  No.  40  Mate  street,  beginning  in  a small 
wav.  He  afterward  took  in  his  brother,  and  the 
firm  came  to  he  known  as  " Orton  Bros. " As  the 
venture  did  not  turn  out  satisfactorily  on  fact, 
the  turn  was  almost  ready  to  give  upi.  they  de- 
cided to  supply  the  public  with  good  bread,  by 
which  means  they  hoped  to  re-establish  them-  1 
selves  in  business  and  regain  some  of  their  losses. 
They  then  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  what  , 
has  come  to  be  known  as  “Ortons  home  made  1 
bread."  which  lias  constantly  gained  popularity.  1 
Their  incieasing  custom  in  this  line  served  to  1 
bring  a larger  trade  to  their  grocery.  On  ac  count  1 
of  a large  credit  business,  the  firm  was  obliged  to  | 
dissolve,  and  abandon  the  grocery,  and  give  ex-  j 
elusive  attention  to  the  bakery  business,  |ohn  H.  1 
opening  a bakery  in  least  Bridgeport,  and  Thomas  , 
K.  continuing  at  No.  284  Main  street,  where  he  | 
ren. amed  until  he  built  his  present  store  and  tesi-  1 
dence  at  No.  700  Iramstan  avenue.  Mr.  Orton  1 
has  recently  compounded  and  put  on  the  market  < 
a new  baking  powder,  called  the  ” Excellent  , 
Baking  Powder. ' and  which  is  composed  of  the 
highest-grade  materials.  Pew  business  men  in  | 
Bridgeport  have  contended  successfully  with  such  1 
serious  disadvantages  as  the  above  firm  of  Orton 
Bros.,  and  now.  when  reviewing  the  steps  which  l 
have  brought  them  prosperity,  it  is  a satisfaction  : 
to  reflect  tiiat  they  have  never  yielded  to  the  > 
temptation  to  try  to  escape  from  responsibility 
for  the  full  payment  of  their  obligations. 

The  esteem  and  confidence  which  Thomas 
K.  s honorable  dealings  have  gained  for  him  can 
be  inferred  from  the  frequency  with  which  the 
interests  of  otiiers  have  been  placed  in  his  charge. 
The  late  Munson  Wade  made  him  his  executor,  i 


especially  stipulating  in  the  will  that  he  should 
not  be  required  to  give  bonds,  and  in  this  capacity 
he  had  control  of  property  worth  more  than 
$40,000  He  is  a man  of  strictly  temperate  hab- 
its. and  has  never  dealt  in  intoxicating  liquors  of 
any  kind,  or  tasted  any  in  more  than  thirty  years; 
while  since  1876  he  has  not  used  tobacco  Po- 
litically. fie  was  first  a Republican,  but  of  late 
years  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Prohibition  party. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Second  Adventist  Church, 
in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  deacon,  and  for  a 
short  time  in  early  life  he  was  connected  with 
t fie  Masonic  Fraternity. 

Mr.  Orton  has  an  attractive  and  clever  fam- 
ily. His  wife,  to  whom  his  success  is  largely 
due.  was  formerly  Miss  Fannie  E.  Miller,  of  Hav- 
denvilie, Mass.,  and  their  marriage  occurred  in 
that  village,  September  25,  1872.  They  have  had 
seven  childien:  Leroy  M.,  a baker  at  Stratfield, 
( 01111.;  Wilfred  T..  a baker  in  Bridgeport;  Miss 
Ruth  Mabel,  who  is  at  home;  Sadie  E.,  who  died 
June  1,  1898,  aged  seventeen  years;  and  James 
P. . Elmer  W.,  and  Clarence  \V.,  ail  at  home. 


LEWIS  L.  HOWE,  a substantial  and  enter- 
prising farmer,  and  one  of  the  best  citizens 
of  Pecks  Land.  Greenwich  township,  is  de- 
si  ended  from  an  old  and  prominent  New  England 
family,  whose  members  have  for  over  two  cent- 
uries been  residents  of  Fairfield  county.  On 
October  30.  1722.  a grant  of  land  situated  in 
what  was  then  Stamford  township,  was  made  to 
Isaac  Howe  by  King  George.  Isaac  was  a son 
of  Nathaniel  Howe,  who  was  born  previous  to 
i6<;o.  married  a Miss  Bowers,  and  died  June  29, 
i<>y2,  in  Greenwich,  Conn.  Isaac  Howe  was 
born  September  20.  1669,  and  died  May  7,  1733. 
He  was  married  June  I,  1701,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Waterbury.  who  was  born  January  9,  1683,  and 
their  children  were:  Nathaniel,  Sarah,  Eliza- 
beth, Isaac,  Bowers,  David,  Ebenezer,  James 
and  Epenetus. 

Of  these,  Isaac  Howe  was  born  January  9. 
1710.  was  appointed  and  commissioned  an  en- 
sign in  the  First  Connecticut  Battalion  by  the 
General  Assembly  in  November,  1776,  and  the 
following  December  was  promoted  to  captain  of 
the  Thirteenth  Company,  Ninth  Regiment  of 
Connecticut  Militia,  which  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  In  February,  1736,  he  married 
Keziah  Mead,  who  was  born  February  10,  1707, 
and  died  November  19.  1808.  The  children 
born  to  them  were  Abigail.  Sarah,  Isaac,  Keziah. 
and  Elizabeth. 

Isaac  Howe,  only  son  of  Isaac  and  Keziah 
Howe,  was  born  February  11,  1748,  and  May  S„ 
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1778,  married  Lucy  Mead,  by  whom  he  had  the 
following  children:  Sally,  Laura,  Betsey,  Keziah, 
Rachel.  Esther,  Jonas  (grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject), Laura  (2),  Lucy,  Isaac,  Nehemiah,  Cor- 
nelia, Samuel  and  Samuel  (2).  As  will  be  seen, 
this  family  has  several  times  intermarried  with 
the  Mead  family 

Jonas  Howe  was  born  August  24,  1787,  near 
Peck's  Land  school  house,  in  Greenwich  town- 
ship, and  was  married  September  11,  1816,  to 
Anna  Mead,  who  was  born  August  17,  1787,  near 
Greenwich  village,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Han- 
nah (Close)  Mead.  Children  were  born  to  this 
union  as  follows:  (1)  Deborah,  born  September 

5,  1817,  is  the  widow  of  Mark  Mead,  and  lives  in 
East  Port  Chester.  (2)  Allen,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  the  second  of  the  family.  (3)  Isaac, 
born  July  27,  1822,  removed  to  Ohio,  and  died 
at  Ruggles,  that  State,  December  27.  1860;  he 
married  Hannah  R.  Finch,  and  of  the  lour  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  two  sons  reached  adult  age. 
(4)  Lewis,  born  August  6,  1827,  was  a graduate 
of  Yale  College,  and  followed  the  profession  of 
leaching,  conducting  a select  school  in  Green- 
wich. He  married  Mary  L.  Brush,  a sister  of 
ex-Judge  Amos  Brush,  of  Greenwich,  and  died 
leaving  three  children.  Of  this  family  the 
voungest  died  first,  followed  by  the  second 
youngest  and  so  on,  leaving  only  the  oldest  now 
living.  When  a young  man  the  grandfather 
located  upon  the  present  farm  of  our  subject, 
and  there  followed  agricultural  pursuits  through- 
out life.  He  was  known  as  Captain  Howe,  hav- 
ing been  an  officer  in  the  State  militia.  He  was 
a very  intelligent  man,  but  had  received  little 
education,  was  widely  and  favorably  known,  and 
acquired  a comfortable  competence.  In  politics 
he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican.  He 
died  on  the  old  homestead,  February  23,  1867, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  September  19,  1871; 
the  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the  cem- 
etery of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
she  was  a consistent  member. 

Allen  Howe,  our  subject’s  father,  spent  his 
entire  life  upon  the  home  farm,  where  he  was 
born  lune  to,  1819,  and  received  a district-school 
education,  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  Peck's  Land 
school  house  He  was  married,  December  9, 
1856,  to  Eliza  A.  Lyon,  who  was  born  in  North 
Cos  Cob,  Fairfield  county,  April  29.  1822,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Hannah  (Holly)  Lyon, 
and  they  lived  on  the  old  homestead  with  his 
parents  until  the  latter  were  called  to  the  world 
beyond.  Our  subject  is  the  only  child  born  of 
this  union.  The  mother  died  December  24, 
1865,  the  father  June  20,  1892,  and  both  were 
buried  in  the  Congregational  cemetery  at  Green- 


wich. They  were  leading  members  ol  that 
Church,  and  were  most  highly  respected  and  bra- 
ored  people.  The  father  was  one  of  the  few 
Abolitionists  in  Greenwich  township,  and  fear- 
lessly advocated  his  views.  He  joined  the  Re- 
publican party  on  its  organization,  was  always 
a great  reader  and  kept  himself  well  posted  or. 
the  leading  questions  and  issues  of  the  day. 
Physically  he  was  of  ordinary  build,  and  of  sandy 
complexion. 

Lewis  L.  Howe,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  born  November  26,  1858,  in  the 
house  where  he  still  lives  and  where  four  genera- 
ions  of  the  family  have  been  born.  He  began 
is  education  in  Peck's  Land  school  house  under 
hhe  direction  of  Jennie  E.  Kellogg,  and  after  at- 
ending  school  there  until  fifteen  years  of  apt 
ntered  the  Greenwich  Academy,  where  he  con- 
ttinued  his  studies  under  the  guidance  of  Profes- 
sor Webster  ior  over  two  years.  Thus  well 
equipped  for  life's  responsible  duties,  he  returned 
to  the  home  farm,  and  has  since  devoted  his  en- 
ergies to  its  cultivation  and  improvement  with 
most  gratifying  results. 

On  January  7,  1891,  Mr.  Howe  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Elouise  C.  Mead,  who  was 
born  in  Stanwich,  Fairfield  county,  August  25. 
1866,  a daughter  of  Herman  H.  and  Mary] 
(Timpany)  Mead.  One  child  blesses  this  union 
Alice  L..  born  December  16,  1891.  Mrs.  Howe 
holds  membership  in  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Greenwich . Since  casting  his  first  Presidents, 
vote  for' James  A.  Garfield,  our  subject  has  been 
a stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and  he  has  madt 
a thorough  study  of  all  political  issues  and  que? 
tions  of  the  day.  Of  this  old  family,  once  k 
numerous  in  Fairfield  county,  he  is  the  only  rep- 
resentative still  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuit:, 
and  one  of  the  very  few  left  in  Greenwich  town- 
ship. 


/PVALEN  A.  CARTER,  Jr.,  of  the  law  firm  of 
Fessenden.  Carter  & Cummings,  of  Sun 
ford,  and  who  lor  nearly  twenty  years  has  ben 
prominently  identified  with  the  legal  profession 
and  in  the  business  of  the  courts  of  Fairfie-o 
county,  has  descended  from  forefathers  who  ii'fC 
and  figured  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

Dr.  Galen  Carter,  his  grandfather,  practiced 
medicine  in  New  York  City  for  years,  and  dec 
therein  1870.  Hon.  Galen  A.  CarterSr.  .asonoi 

the  Doctor,  and  ihe  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 

in  New  York  City  in  1831.  He  was  liberally  ed- 
ucated for  the  medical  profession,  which,  however, 
he  never  followed.  He  is  a graduate  of  Columbia 
College,  New  York.  He  was  engaged  lor  many 
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years  in  New  York  City  as  a broket.  In  1871 
he  carne  to  Stamford.  and  has  since,  practically 
speaking,  led  a retired  hie.  In  I S 7 4 he  was 
honored  by  an  election  to  the  State  Senate  (torn 
Fairfield  County  District.  He  made  a pood  re- 
cord while  servinp  in  that  body,  as  lie  did  also 
in  other  positions  of  honor  and  trust  to  which  his 
feliow-citnens  elevated  him;  at  one  time  he 
served  as  buipess  of  Stamford,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  ol  wardens  of  the  city. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Suburban  Club  and  of  the 
Chi  I'hi  Creek  Society,  having.  w iien  attending 
Columbia  Coliepe,  been  member  of  a Chapter. 
Politically,  he  is  now  andhas  aiwavs  been  a Hern- 
octat  On  November  1833,  fie  was  married 
at  Stamford  to  Miss  Mary  l.  Havenport,  a 
a dauphter  of  Theodor'-  Havenport,  and  to  them 
were  Horn  children  as  follows.  E.  H.  L. . C.alen 
A.,  Jr..  and  Theodora  'Mrs  Haniel  F.  'J  reacy), 
the  husband  bemp  of  t fie  firm  of  Havenport  & 
1 reacy,  manufacturers  of  pianos 

Galen  A.  Carter,  | r . . was  born  November 
23.  I S 5 7 . in  the  City  of  New  York,  where  fie 
| assed  his  early  boyhood,  and  when  he  was  thir- 
teen yiars  of  ape  came  to  Stamford,  where  he 
attended  the  schools  of  St.  John  s C hurch  In 
I S 7 5 fie  was  praduated  from  Packard  s Business 
Coliepe,  New  York  City,  and  on  January  I.  187O, 
he  entered  the  office  of  1 tins  \ Fessenden  as 
a law  student.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
l S So  at  Bridpeport.  Stven  yaars  later,  or  in 
1 S' S 7 , Mr.  Fessenden  and  hun'-elf  formed  the  law 
linn  of  Fessenden  A:  C arter,  and  in  January, 

I Sq 5 , a Mr.  Cumminps  became  a member  of  the 
firm.  This  is  one  of  the  stronpest  and  most 
successful  law  firms  in  Fairfield  < ounty.  In  1883 
Mr.  Carter  was  madi  assistant  prosecuting 
attorney  for  the  city  court  ; he  was  also  appointed 
borouph  attorney  the  same  year,  and  has  since 
served  as  such  a number  of  turns.  In  1887  he 
was  appointed  prosecutmp  attorney  for  the  city 
of  Stamford.  He  has  been  assistant  States 
attorney  of  Fairfield  for  the  past  fourteen  y ears, 
dunnp  all  of  which  time  he  has  most  satisfactorily 
assisted  in  dischaipme  the  duties  of  the  office, 
and  in  a manner  which  has  reflected  preat  credit 
to  him.  He  is  a member  of  Hnion  Lodpe  No. 
5.  F.  & A.  M.;  also  a member  of  the  Suburban 
Club,  of  the  Stamford  Yacht  Club,  and  of  the 
East  Side  Rod  and  Gun  Club  On  April  12. 
1888,  fie  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  G.  Smith,  a 
dauphter  of  William  1)  Smith,  of  Stamford,  and 
to  the  marnape  thetc  was  born  January  23, 
1889  one  child,  Kenneth  \Y. 

The  Smith  Famu_\,  into  which  Galen  A. 
Carter,  Jr.,  married,  is  an  old  Connecticut  family, 
several  members  of  which  at  some  time  in  life 


have  been  seafaring  men.  Jeremiah  G.  Smith, 

, prandfather  of  Mrs.  Galen  A.  Carter,  Jr.,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Chatham,  Conn  He  was  a 
sea  captain  employed  chiefly  on  vessels  crossing 
1 the  ocean  to  Furopean  cities  In  about  1851  he 
came  to  Stamford,  and  here  resided  until  his 
death  His  wife  was  AnmeG.  Hurd,  of  thelown 
of  Chatham,  and  their  children  were:  Jeremiah 
1 G.  (deceased);  William  D.,  mentioned  farther 
1 on;  Heman  S.  (deceased);  Charles  F.,  of  East 
Aurora,  N.  Y. ; and  Elizabeth  P..  the  widow  of 
1 Charles  F.  Loshe.  of  the  U.  S.  army 

Of  these,  William  D.  Smith,  next  in  line  of 
1 descent,  is  a native  of  the  town  of  Chatham,  Con- 
1 necticut,  born  F'cbruary  16,  1830.  Until  sixteen 
yars  of  ape  he  was  at  school  at  Middle  Haddam, 

. and  at  Stamford,  respectively.  At  that  ape  he 
shipped  on  a vessel  which  crossed  the  ocean  to 
and  ftom  European  points,  and  for  thirteen  years 
was  a seafatinp  man,  and  reached  the  position  of 
first  officer  of  the  ship.  Returning  to  Stamford. 

1 he  in  March,  1867,  engaged  in  the  coal  and  wood 
business  at  the  foot  of  Atlantic  street,  where  he 
1 has  since  been  so  occupied.  He  is  one  of  the 
substantial  and  well-to-do  citizens  of  Stamford, 
where  bis  career  has  been  a creditable  one.  and 
he  is  a successful  business  man.  Socially  he  is 
1 a member  of  the  Suburban  Club.  Mr.  Smith 
was  married  at  Stamford  to  Esther  M.  Smith,  a 
1 sister  ol  James  D.  Smith,  of  Stamford,  and  their 
. In une  has  been  blessed  with  children  as  follows; 
1 Anna  G.  (Mrs.  Galen  A.  Carter,  Jr.),  and  Susan 
I W.  (deceased). 


BEACH  J.  ALABY.  The  Alabv  family  is  of 
Getman  origin,  and  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy. a well-known  resident  of  New  Fairfield, 

. is  of  the  fourth  generation  of  the  American  line. 

His  pi eat-prandfather  came  from  the  Fatherland 
, in  tailv  manhood  and  settled  in  the  town  of 
Newtown,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  Isaac 
Alabv,  our  subject  s grandfather,  was  born  and 
> fared,  receiving  a common-school  education. 
He  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a man  of  quiet 
tastes,  not  caring  for  public  life,  but  he  took 
much  interest  in  the  issues  of  his  day.  and  was  a 
stanch  Democrat  in  political  sentiment.  He 
married  a Miss  Lattin,  and  they  had  eight  chil- 
dten:  Roswell;  James;  Curtis;  Henry;  Sallie, 

who  married  (first)  Mr.  Jordan,  (second)  Mr. 
Cogswell,  and  (third)  Mr.  Eaton;  Polly,  who  mar- 
ried (fust)  Mr.  Merritt,  and  (second)  Mr.  Wood; 
Emelme.  vvho  married  a Mr.  Parker;  and  Harriet, 
Mrs.  Northrop. 

James  Alabv,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
, in  the  town  of  Newtown  in  1807,  and,  after  re- 
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ceivinga  good  common-school  education,  learned 
the  business  of  combmaking.  Finding  this  un- 
congenial. he  decided  to  adopt  a seafaring  life, 
and  for  some  time  he  was  a sailor;  he  subse-  I 
quently  became  a mason  and  bricklayer,  follow-  | 
ing  this  occupation  for  a number  of  years.  Like  I 
his  father  he  was  a firm  believer  in  Democratic  j 
principles,  but  he  never  aspired  to  office.  He  ! 
married  Miss  Violetta  Bassett,  and  they  had  three  I 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest;  ! 
Emeline  married  David  Belding.  and  Isaac  T.  I 
died  at  an  early  age.  i 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  June  21.  1 
1836,  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  and  during  his  1 
boyhood  attended  school  there  and  in  Monroe,  I 
this  county.  When  a young  man  he  engaged  in  | 
the  manufacture  of  “stump  joints,”  the  joints  I 
which  are  used  on  carriages  to  raise  or  lower  the  | 
tops,  there  being  only  two  factories  of  the  kind  | 
in  the  United  States  at  that  time.  He  then  I 
worked  for  one  year  at  farming,  and  on  January  1 
28,  1856.  he  enlisted  in  the  regular  army,  be- 
coming a member  of  Company  M,  First  United  1 
States  Heavy  Artillery.  This  regiment  was  placed  I 
on  the  frontier,  and  Mr.  Alaby  had  a number  of  i 
exciting  experiences.  On  one  occasion  he  was  a 1 
member  of  a force  of  three  hundred  Americans  ! 
that  defeated  a band  of  five  hundred  Mexicans  1 
under  Cortena.  the  lamous  Mexican  outlaw,  and 
he  now  has  in  his  possession  a shot  which  was 
fired  during  that  engagement.  He  also  took  part  1 
in  some  of  the  battles  with  the  Seminoles  in  1 
Florida,  and  during  his  term  of  service  was  twice 
promoted,  first  to  the  rank  of  corporal  and  then 
to  that  of  sergeant,  which  he  held  until  honor-  > 
ably  discharged.  j 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  in 
1861,  Mr.  Alaby  returned  to  his  native  county,  ! 
and  not  long  afterward  he  married  Miss  Sylvia  I 

A.  Terrell,  daughter  of  James  and  Polly  Terrell,  I 
the  former  of  whom  was  a shoemaker  of  New  1 
Fairfield.  Two  childten  have  blessed  this  unton:  1 
(1)  Polly  M.,  born  February  n,  1862,  married  r 
Stephen  Yaple,  a native  of  the  town  of  Liberty,  1 
who  was  formerly  a prosperous  farmer  at  Quaker  1 
Hill,  N.  Y.,  and  now -owns  a large  farm  in  the  1 
town  of  Brookfield,  this  county.  They  have  three  i 
children:  Lulu,  John  D.  and  Annie.  ‘(2)  Miles 

B. ,  born  June  9,  1872,  in  the  town  of  New  Fair- 

field,  is  a young  man  whose  excellent  qualities  of  I 
character  have  already  won  him  the  esteem  of  f 
his  fellow  citizens.  He  was  educated  in  the  I 
schools  of  New  Fairfield,  and  at  an  early  age  be-  1 
pan  to  learn  the  hatter's  trade,  which  he  has  . 
since  followed  continuously.  He  married  Miss  1 
Bertha  Sherwood,  of  Lanesville,  Conn.,  and  they  I 
have  had  one  child,  who  died  in  infancy.  | 


B\AV1D  W.  EHLE,  the  proprietor  of  the  Cer- 

' tral  Market,  No.  3 W.  Street,  Danbury 

has  won  by  his  own  efforts  a prominent  place  it 
the  business  life  of  that  city,  and,  in  fact,  te 
reputation  and  influence  extend  far  beyond  loci! 
bounds.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Butchers  Protective  Association  of  this  Start, 
and  for  one  year  held  the  office  of  secretary, 
while  he  has  been  president  of  the  Danbury 
branch  of  the  society  ever  since  it  was  estab- 
lished. He  deals  in  provisions  as  well  as  meats, 
and  was  the  first  man  in  Danbury  to  open  a fret- 
commission  business,  the  first  to  'establish  a 
packing  house,  and  to  engage  in  the  manufacture 
of  sausage,  and  the  first  to  offer  fruit,  meats, and 
vegetables  in  the  same  store.  Going  to  Danbury 
in  1 879,  he  has  built  up  a large  trade,  and  at  one 
time  he  conducted  three  markets  there.  Hers 
a stockholder  in  the  Danbury  National  Banc 
and  his  sound  common  sense  makes  him  a value: 
adviser  in  various  enterprises. 

Mr.  Ehle  s.  success  is  the  more  notable  be- 
cause he  had  none  ol  the  ordinary  education;- 
advantages  in  youth,  his  schooling  coming  tot 
close  before  he  finished  the  First  Reader.  He 
was  born  February  2,  j S 50,  in  Canajobarie. 
N.  Y.,  and  his  father,  Francis  Ehle,  dying  m 
1834.  life  became  an  uphill  struggle  at  the  out- 
set. Francis  Ehle  was  born  in  Germany  in  1813. 
and  married  Deretta  Pfarre.  also  a native  of  lb; 
Fatherland,  who  was  born  in  1827  and  died lie 
1873.  They  had  two  children,  viz.:  Here:- 
who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen;  and  David  W 
This  family  being  left  with  slender  means ou: 
subject  was  obliged  to  help  as  he  could  in  secur- 
ing a livelihood.  At  thirteen  he  found  regu.a: 
employment  as  errand  boy  with  Robert  B 
Nooney,  a meat  and  provision  dealer  in  Ne* 
Y’ork  City,  his  work  consisting  largely  in  deliver- 
ing goods  in  a basket.  Alter  a short  time  he 
returned  to  Canajoharie  to  work  for  William] 
Scharfi,  a dealer  in  the  same  line,  with  whom  be 
remained  until  1869.  He  then  began  businf" 
on  his  own  account,  opening  a market  at  Morns. 
Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  alter  continuing  saw 
five  years  he  removed  to  the  neighboring  to"-* 
of  Oneonta  and  purchased  the  Oneonta  Marke.. 
This  he  conducted  successfully  until  1879.  wbeu- 
as  has  been  noted,  he  established  his  pt«cec' 
business.  Mr.  Ehle  controls  the  entire  product 
trade  in  Danbury  for  Dutchess  and  Ulster  coon- 
ties,  N.  Y.,  employing  five  men  constantly  in  h' 
market,  and  three  delivery  teams.  He  is  a -’ 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  "Hoeshalnan,  * 
grease  used  by  hatters,  for  which  there  is  a largo 
demand  all  over  the  country.  Mr.  Ehle  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Danbury  Board  of  Trade. 
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Mr.  Ehle  ha?  Ix-en  twice  nanied  By  his 
firM  wife,  Joanna  (Lelandl.  a native  of  Scotland, 
he  had  one  son,  Dt-orgc  \V. . who  ic  now  in  busi- 
ness with  his  father.  In  l8N  6 fie  formed  a sec- 
ond union.  tfns  tune  with  Miss  M,  Carrie  Kan- 
dall.  daughter  of  Wilbam  <■.  and  Almira  Agnes 
Kandall.  and  by  tfns  n.arnape  fie  has  two  chil- 
dren:  Lillian  Apnes  and  Kandall  L.  Mr.  Lfife 

was  reared  in  t lie  Lutfuran  faith,  fmt  fie  and  his 
wile  attend  the  M.  E.  Church  He  is  a demo- 
crat in  politics,  but  has  never  aspired  to  office. 
Si  cially,  fie  is  identified  with  Tietiuderrah  Lodge 
No  003.  F.  A.  M.  ; with  J regressive  Lodpc 
No  rS.  1 O.  O.  F. : w ith  t fie  < >rder  of  Elks, 
and  has  lx  t n a member  of  Lodge  of  Red  Men; 
he  o a No  affiliated  with  the  Society  of  (mod 
Fellows. 


CHARLES  M.  FRENCH  f ortunes  favors 
have  been  abundantly  best*  wed  upon  the 
subnet  of  tfns  biography,  who  is  a hiphly-re- 
sp<  ( ted  tesident  of  Fairfield  towrmhip.  fits  ex- 
tensive estates  comprising'  some  < f tlie  most  valu- 
at'h  land  in  tfns  section.  His  homestead.  near 
the  viliape  of  Black  Rock,  is  < ne  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  town,  by  his  judicious,  manapeinent 
maintained  in  a fiiph  state  of  cultivation,  and  in 
addition  to  other  property  fie  owns  two  charming 
summer  residences  at  Fairfield  F<  ach.  known  as 
••  In  e<  hcroft  " and  "Sound  View 

Mr.  French  belongs  to  one  of  the  prominent 
families  of  Fairfield  county.-  his  am  oior'  having 
settled  in  the  town  of  Trumbull  at  an  early 
period  Samuel  French,  t fie  pi<  at  -grandfather 
of  * ur  subject,  was  born  in  Chestnut  Mill  Dis- 
trict, of  Trumbull  township,  and  for  many  years 
followed  farming  there,  while  at  one  time  fie 
was  a. so  engaged  in  business  at  North  Bridge- 
port as  a builder  of  vessels  and  wagons  and  car- 
nage;- During  the  Revolutionary  w ar  he  showed 
his  courage  and  patriotism  bv  paliant  service  as 
a soldx-r.  He  married  Rebecca  Sherman,  and 
they  had  children;  Khoda  (wife  of  Ri  ss  Jennings) 
and  Sherman  (the  grandfather  of  our  subject). 

Sherman  French,  the  second  child  of  Samuel 
Fiench.  became  a successful  farmer  in  Trumbull 
township,  where  he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
nearly  ninety-two  years.  He  was  a man  of 
inftui  nee  in  his  locality,  politically  was  a Demo- 
crat. and  in  religious  faith  he  and  his  family  were 
Congo  paternalists.  By  his  hrst  wife.  Charity 
( Bcachi.  he  had  seven  children-  Deotge  and 
Samuel,  both  deceased;  Levi,  a resident  of  Eas- 
ton: Ltgrand,  deceased;  Mary  Ann,  w ho  married 
William  Hawley  and  resides  in  Monroe,  this 
countv;  Eunice  Seldetn  Allen, a resident  of  \Yvom- 
ee 


i 


i 


mg.  N.  V.  ; and  Selina,  deceased  wife  of  Richard 
Cook  The  second  wife  of  Sherman  French, 
1’armelia  (Halli,  daughter  of  Esbon  and  Rhoda 
(Brim-made)  Hall,  of  Easton,  died  August  it, 
tkSo;  she  was  born  May  4,  1795.  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  t he  county.  They  had  four 
children:  Alnion  H..  a resident  of  Easton;  Nelson 
S.,  of  Trumbull  township;  Charles  S.<  our  sub- 
ject’s father;  and  Charity  P..  now  Mrs.  Merlin 
Clark,  of  Hartford.  Connecticut. 

Ibm.  Charles  S.  French,  the  father  ol  our 
subject,  was  born  May  18,  1829.  in  Chestnut 
Hill  District,  of  the  town  of  Trumbull,  and  his 
education  was  begun  in  the  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. Later  he  attended  t he  academy  at 
Ea«ton  for  some  tune  while  making  his  home 
there  Temporarily  with  a maiden  aunt,  Rhoda 
Hall.  On  Mav  13.  1850,  he  married  Miss  Mary 
Bihhins.  who  was  horn  April  13.  1830,  a daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  S.  and  Ruth  (Feet)  Bihhins,  of 
Fairfield  township,  whose  farm  is  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  our  subject.  After  his  marriage 
Charles  S.  French  settled  at  his  present  home- 
stead, with  his  wife's  parents,  and  engaged  in  a 
wholesale  butchering  business,  buying  stock  in 
different  parts  of  Connecticut  and  New  York 
State.  He  was  well-known  in  1. astern  New 
York,  and  did  a large  business  in  his  Inn  He 
was  considered  an  excellent  judge  of  stock,  and, 
in  fact,  his  success  in  life  was  based  upon  a 
shrewd  and  accurate  insight  into  practical  affairs, 
coupled  with  sound  judgment.  At  different  times 
he  purchased  tracts  of  land,  all  adjoining,  thus 
acquiring  a fine  farm  of  his  own,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  he  possessed  a handsome  competence 
as  a reward  of  Ins  well  directed  efforts.  In  1870 
he  built  the  residence  which  our  subject  now 
occupies  As  a citizen  he  was  influential,  and  in 
his  day  he  took  an  active  part  in  politics  as  a 
Democrat  and  member  of  the  Know-Nothing 
party  For  three  years,  1873,  1874  and  1876, 
he  served  as  a representative  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. and  was  a member  of  the  committee  on 
Banks  and  of  the  committee  on  State  Prisons. 
He  also  held  various  important  offices  in  his 
township,  including  those  of  treasurer  and 
assessor.  anr)  |,,r  nine  years  he  was  first  select- 
man. Religious  and  philanthropic  work  received 
his  hearty  support,  he  and  his  estimable  wife, 
who  survives  him.  having  united  many  years  ago 
with  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Fair- 
field.  He  was  a robust  man,  five  feet,  eleven 
inches  in  height,  weighing  190  pounds,  and  en- 
joyed good  health  up  to  within  ten  years  of  the 
time  of  his  sudden  death,  which  occurred  June 
22,  1895.  His  remains  rest  in  Oak  Lawn  ceme- 
tery at  Southport.  Mr.  French  was  genial  an 
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hearty  in  disposition,  and  a man  “four  square  to  ; man  to  New  York  City,  and  there  engaged  in 
every  wind  that  blows.”  mercantile  business  for  some  years,  returning 

Charles  M.  French  was  born  August  5,  1852,  when  our  subject  was  three  years  old  to  New 
at  the  present  homestead,  of  which,  as  the  only  Canaan,  where  he  passed'  the  remainder  oi  hi? 
child,  he  has  come  into  possession.  During  boy-  days.  He  carried  on  a general  mercantile  bus:- 
hood  he  attended  the  local  schools  for  a time,  but  . ness,  in  which  his  son  succeeded  him,  and  was  r 
on  completing  the  course  of  study  there  he  en-  respected  and  prosperous  citizen.  He  was  the 
tered  Fairfield  Academy,  and  later  he  attended  | first  president  of  the  New  Canaan  Savings  Bank. 
Rev.  Guy  Day’s  school,  in  Bridgeport.  In  the  j Samuel  A.  Weed  married  Anna  Smith,  of  Tali 
meantime  he  gained  a practical  knowledge  of  i madge  Hill,  and  Seth  Chauncey  Weed  was  the:; 
business  methods  under  his  father’s  instruction,  j only  child. 

and  as  he  grew  older  he  took  charge  of  the  lat-  Seth  Chauncey  Weed  was  born  in  1838  in 
ter's  extensive  real-estate  interests.  At  present  ! New  York  City,  and  when  three  years  old  came, 
his  time  is  largely  occupied  with  their  manage-  1 with  his  parents  to  New  Canaan,  where  heat- 
ment,  as  the  development  of  the  locality  is  rap-  ! tended  the  district  school  in  his  early  years  IT 
idly  adding  to  the  value  of  the  property,  and  the  j afterward  studied  in  an  academy  at  Niagara 
State  street  extension  of  Bridgeport  passes  i Falls.  Commencing  active  life  by  clerking  10: 
through  much  of  his  land,  and  directly  by  his  res-  I his  father  in  his  store,  he  finally  succeeded  him 
idence.  All  projects  for  local  improvement  find  ! in  the  business,  which  he  conducted  successfully 
in  him  a ready  and  efficient  helper,  as  he  is  ! for  many  years,  adding  a line  of  hardware  to  the 
thoroughly'  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  his  pub-  1 original  stock.  Mr.  Weed  was  married  in  New 
lie  spirit  is  recognized  and  appreciated  by  his  fel-  I York  City  to  Miss  Jennie  A.  Smith,  who  passed 
low  citizens.  Politically',  he  is  an  Independent,  I from  earth  March  5,  1877,  leaving  the  following 
but  while  he  does  not  seek  office  he  casts  his  vote  j named  children:  Jennie  Christeen  Anna,  Amanda 
regularly  for  the  men  and  measures  that  meet  1 Priscilla.  Samuel  Andros,  Hanford  Smith  iwhc 
with  his  approval.  I is  a graduate  of  Yale  University  and  is  now  at 

In  February,  1876,  Mr.  French  married  Miss  1 attorney  at  law  in  New  York  City).  Chauncey 
Clara  B.  Olrnstead,  daughter  of  John  and  Juliette  James  ("deceased),  Sherman  Chauncey  (of  Ne" 
Olmstead,  well-known  residents  of  Momoe.Conn.  Canaan),  Naomi  and  William  St.  John  iof  Ne» 
She  died  March  18,  1896,  and  her  remains  were  Canaan  ,.  The  father  of  this  family  ended  hi? 
interred  in  Oak  Lawn  Cemetery  . In  June,  1897,  days  January  26,  1895,  >n  New  Canaan. 

Mr.  French  formed  a second  union,  this  time  with  Samuel  A.  Weed,  the  eldest  son  of  Seth  C 
Miss  Ella  B.  Barnum,  a native  of  ^Dutchess  county,  Weed,  was  born  in  New  Canaan,  and  therespen' 
N.  Y.,  and  a member  of  a noted  pioneer  family  his  boyhood  davs,  receiving  his  education  in t« 
of  that  name,  her  parents,  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  schools  of  his  native  town  and  Norwalk.  He har 
(Adams)  Barnum,  being  residents  of  Danbury,  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  city  of  m- 
rins  county.  She  is  a member  of  the  First  Con-  birth,  where,  like  his  father  and  grandfather hr- 
giepational  Church  of  Fairfield,  taking  part  in  its  lore  him.  he  holds  an  enviable  place  in  the 
various  lines  of  work,  and  is  popular  in  the  best  i esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
social  circles.  Her  family  is  wealthy,  and  she 
bolds  in  her  own  right  the  beautiful  property 

known  as  "Beach  Knoll,’  at  Fairfield  Beach.  , /CHARLES  G.  BOHANNAN.  M.  1).  Ament 
Mr.  French  has  had  three  children,  all  bv  his  first  \^/  the  old  plantations  of  Virginia  is  the  ole 
marriage:  Harry,  who  died  in  infancy;  Affy  M.,  I home  of  the  Bohannan  family.  In  iboo  Kmf 
at  home;  and  Lottie,  who  also  died  in  infancy'.  I Charies  granted  10,000  acres  in  the  “Old IX1- 

i minion  ” to  Ambrose  Bohannan,  a loyal  subject c. 

i the  Stuarts  in  Scotland,  and  he  made  his  home  on 

SFdTH  CHAUNCEY  WEED  will  be  remem-  I this  vast  tract,  passing  the  remainder  of  his  day 
bered  as  having  been  for  many  years  one  of  I there.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wile  be®? 
the  prosperous  merchants  of  New  Canaan,  j Miss  Le  Fond,  a French  Huguenot,  by  whom  b 
where  the  Weed  family  were  among  the  earliest  I had  two  children:  Joseph  Le  Fond.  « ho  rose  u 
settlers,  and  they  have  always  been  prominent  in  I the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  Continental  army. 
the  public  and  private  life  of  the  community.  1 was  the  father  of  R.  Le  Fond  Bohannan,''!1 

Mr.  Weed’s  grandfather.  Seth  Weed,  was  an  founded  the  Medical  College  of  Virginia;  and  An  - 
carlv  resident  of  the  town  of  New' Canaan,  where  brose,  who  became  quartermaster  of  Washing 
the  father,  Samuel  Andros  Weed,  was  born,  in  ton’s  army  at  Yorktown.  Ambrose  Bohannan? 
Weed  street.  The  latter  removed  when  a young  second  wile  was  a Miss  Gregory,  and  in  their  Ian- 
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ilv  was  a sun.  William,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Charles  G.  B<  hannan.  whose  i.ame  intro. luces 
this  itMi'w.  William  Bohannan  married  Mary 
Gordon,  and  they  reared  a family  of  six  children: 
|osc  ph,  a shipbuilder  in  Virginia  I he  and  Captain 
King  built  the  first  three-masted  schooner,  the 
••  f erratta."  afterward  changed  to  a ste.-rn  \essel 
of  the  same  name);  William,  a planter  m Virginia, 
John,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject;  Frances; 
Mary,  and  Elizabeth. 

John  Hohannan  grew  up  on  the  old  planta- 
tion. and.  completing  a medical  course,  combined 
the  occupations  of  planter  and  physic  ;an  He 
married  Ann  Billups,  a daughter  of  Mai  George 
Billups,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  and  seven  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union-  George  W.,  a 
county  surveyor  and  matin-malic  an;  Mary  L., 
who  was  first  married  to  George  Beal,  and  subse- 
quently to  William  Williams.  Americus  W.,  a 
planter.  Columbus  A.  J..  a planter,  who  died 
earn  in  hie.  |ohn  G.,  father  of  the  subject  of 
cur  sketch:  Charles  B. , a sea  caption  of  wide  ex- 
perience; and  Ann.  who  died  m infancy  Mrs. 
Bohannan  died  in  1841.  Her  family,  the  Billups, 
were  of  Welsh  descent. 

John  G.  Bohaman,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  June  go.  1827.  His  early  education  was 
acquired  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  and  he  later 
entered  the  Military  Academy  at  1 ortsmouth, 
Ya  lie  was  a student  of  medicine  in  Phila- 
delphia. in  which  city  he  afterward  practiced  his 
profession  and  taught.  When  Yiigmia  seceded, 
John  G.  Bohannan  entered  the  ranks  of  the  Con- 
federate army,  in  which  he  he<  ame  a colonel, 
and  he  was  in  the  army  for  three  years,  at  the 
end  of  that  tune  being  detailed  to  practice  medi- 
cine From  the  close  of  the  war  until  l 886  fie 
followed  his  profession  at  Westville,  Mathews 
Co.,  \a.,  anef  he  then  removed  to  South  Nor- 
walk. t orm.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  in  Ins  native  State  took  an  active  part  in 
political  affairs,  in  1885  and  1880  representing 
the  t oiinries  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex.  Ya.,  in 
the  State  Legislature.  In  1849  Dr  John  G. 
Bohannan  was  married  to  Mtss  Laura  Lee 
Daniel,  a daughter  of  William  Daniel,  of  Vir- 
ginia. and  a family  of  seven  children  were  born 
to  them:  Richard  Lee,  a physician  | ractiemg  at 
Stainiord,  Fairfield  Co..  Conn.;  diaries  G..  our 
subnet:  Rosser  Daniel,  professor  of  mathematics 
in  the  Ohio  State  University.  Ce  iurnbus.  Ohio; 
Benjamin  \V. , a physician  of  Stainiord;  W.  J. 
H..  an  attorney  at  law  and  major  of  Siamtorcf; 
and  Gertrneie  and  Lillian,  of  Smith  Norwalk. 
Dr.  John  G.  Bohannan  el  red  at  South  Norwalk, 
October  26.  1897;  his  wife  died  at  Mathews, 
Ya.,  July  19,  1886. 


Dr.  Charles  G.  Bohannan  was  born  in  West- 
ville, Mathews  Co.,  Ya.,  October  7,  1852.  In 
1875,  he  entered  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  graduating 
with  the  c .ass  of  1878.  and  after  completing  his 
course  in  medicine  he  returned  to  Virginia,  where 
he  planned  his  profession  for  a year  and  a half. 
He  was  then  appointed  house  surgeon  of  the  out- 
door department  of  the  Orthopedic  Hospital  at 
New  York  City,  spending  six  months  as  in-door 
and  six  months  as  out  door  surgeon.  Jn  1881 
the  Doctor  came  to  South  Norwalk,  and  he  is 
now  m the  front  rank  of  his  profession  in  the 
countv.  Jn  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  is 
: active  m | arty  work.  His  superior  mental  at- 
tainments. his  natural  executive  ability  and  his 
sterling  integrity  have  all  combined  to  make  him 
. one  of  the  popular  leaders  in  the  community. 
He  has  served  as  school  visitor,  been  a member 
of  the  common  council,  and  at  present  is  accept- 
ably filling  the  efnee  of  mayor  of  South  Norwalk. 

1 Of  gemal  manner  and  gentlemanly  bearing,  he  is 
very  popular  socially,  and  in  his  fraternal  rela- 
tions he  is  a Knight  Templar,  a member  of  the 
i Mystic  Shrine,  of  the  I.  O.  0.  F.,  Mystic  Chain, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  American  Mechanics 


ALBKKT  G.  WEED,  who  since  1 800  has 
carried  on  a prosperous  grocery  store  in 
! Stamford,  Fairfield  county,  was  born  lune  t, 
I 1852.  in  New  York  City.  His  grandfather, 
I Ht7t  kiah  Weed,  and  father,  Alanson  Weed,  were 
I both  horn  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  but  the  latter 
went  to  New  York  City  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
l years  and  commenced  life  there  on  his  own  ac- 
■ count.  For  a time  he  was  engaged  as  clerk  in 
j a store,  and  he  ev  entually  opened  a grocery  of  his 
1 own  at  the  corner  of  East  Broadway  and  Cath- 
I erine  street,  where  he  continued  in  business  for 
| fotv-six  wars  He  was  first  married  to  Betsy 
Wilson,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  all  now 
1 deceased,  and  tor  his  second  wife  he  wedded 
• Cl  arinda  hmith.  of  Southeast,  Putnam  Co.,  N. 

1 Y.  He  du  d in  i S49  in  New  York  City,  his  widow 
1 in  1 857.  in  Stamford. 

During  his  boyhood  A.  G.  Weed  atiended  a 
private  school  in  New  York  City,  and  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  he  began  clerking  in  a dry-goods  store. 
He  continued  at  this  occupation  for  twelve  years, 
until  his  r<  moval  to  Stamford,  where,  in  April, 
i860,  he  established  the  grocery  business  which 
he  has  ever  since  conducted.  His  first  location 
was  in  Miller's  block,  and  in  1874  he  built  his 
present  stole  in  Park  Row,  where  he  has  con- 
tinued in  business  with  flattering  success.  Mr. 
Weed  receives  a large  share  of  the  patronage 
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from  Stamford  and  vicinity,  and  has,  by  honesty 
and  fairness  in  all  his  dealings,  succeeded  in 
winning  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  among 
the  merchants  of  the  town.  He  is  a director  in 
the  Stamford  Savings  Bank.  Before  Stamford 
became  a city  he  served  four  years  as  burgess  of 
the  borough,  and  he  has  served  three  terms  as 
representative  from  his  district  to  the  State 
Legislature,  a position  for  which  he  proved  him- 
self well  qualified  in  every  respect.  For  two 
terms  he  was  on  the  committee  on  Cities  and 
Boroughs.  Politically  he  supports  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  While  in  New  York 
City  Mr.  Weed  served  seven  years  in  the  Old 
Volunteer  Fire  Department,  belonging  to  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company  No.  i,  and  Hose  Com- 
pany No.  36. 

Jn  1859  Mr.  Weed  was  married,  in  Stamford, 
to  Miss  Josephine  Elder,  daughter  of  Robert 
Elder,  and  three  children  have  blessed  this 
union,  namely:  A.  G.,  Jr.,  who  is  a physician 

in  New  York  City;  Lydia  E.:  and  one  that  died 
in  infancy.  The  family  attend  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Weed  erected  his  home  in  Clin- 
ton avenue  in  ] 888 . 


\A\7/ ILL1S  R.  and  HORACE  M.  SMITH, 
y/jr  progressive  and  up-to-date  farmers  of 
Round  Hill,  Greenwich  township,  were  both  born 
near  Byram  Bridge,  on  the  Post  road,  in  what 
is  now  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  the  former  February 
28,  1867,  the  latter  May  23,  1869,  and  are  sons 
of  Edmund  L.  and  Adaline  (Ritch)  Smith. 
Their  great-grandfather,  William  Smith,  came  to 
the  United  States  when  but  a lad  as  stowaway 
on  a vessel  from  England,  and  afterward  married 
a New  Jersey  lady,  of  German  parentage.  He 
was  a cabinet  maker  by  trade,  and  was  employed 
to  repair  the  English  vessel,  ••  Guerrierre,” 
which  was  captured  by  the  ••Constitution”  in 
the  war  of  1812.  While  doing  this  work  he  was 
given  a spoon  with  a buck  handle,  which  is  still 
retained,  a valued  souvenir,  by  our  subjects. 

The  grandfather  also  bore  the  name  of  Will- 
iam. He  was  a cabinet  maker  bv  trade,  carry- 
ing on  operations  in  New  York  throughout  his 
entire  life.  He  married  Abigail  Lockwood,  a 
daughter  of  Ira  and  Clementine  (Mills)  Lock- 
wood,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  Maurice,  who  was  a lieutenant  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  died  from  e.\posure  in  the  serv- 
ice, at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  a very  promising 
voung  man;  William  and  Hyman,  who  were  both 
brushmakers  in  New  York:  Edmund  L.,  the 
father  of  our  subjects;  Washington,  a potter  and 
manufacturer  of  sewer  pipe,  who  became  a 


millionaire  and  a prominent  politician;  Merritt, a 
painter,  who  lived  in  New  York;  and  Harriett, 
who  married  a Mr.  Drummond,  and  at  her  death 
was  buried  in  Greenwood  cemetery,  Brooklyn. 
The  parents  of  these  children  also  sleep  in  a 
beautiful  plot  in  the  same  cemetery,  where  many 
of  the  family  have  been  interred. 

Edmund  L.  Smith  was  born  in  Maiden  Lant, 
N.  Y.,  August  10,  1807.  As  his  parents' means 
were  limited  his  educational  privileges  were 
meager,  and  at  an  early  age  he  was  bound  out  to 
a brushmaker.  serving  a seven-years’  apprentice- 
ship, and  receiving  very  little  wages  in  compensa- 
tion for  his  hard  work.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years  he  embarked  in  the  business  on  his 
own  account,  and  though  on  two  different  occa- 
sions he  had  his  store  destroyed  by  fire,  he  pros- 
pered and  finally  became  quite  well-to-do.  His 
brothers  assisted  him  in  getting  a start,  and  they 
always  worked  for  each  other’s  interests.  At 
the  age  of  forty-five  years  he  disposed  of  hisbusi- 
ness  and  retired  to  a farm  of  forty  acres  which  he 
had  previously  purchased  at  Byram  Bridge,  in 
Port  Chester,  N.  Y. , where  stands  the  histone 
old  hostelry  that  once  sheltered  General  Wash- 
ington when  he  traveled  along  the  Post  road 
through  Connecticut.  Mr.  Smith  had  located 
upon  the  place  fourteen  years  previous  to  his  re- 
tirement, and  there  made  his  home  until  called  to 
his  final  rest. 

On  November  16,  1830,  Mr.  Smith  married 
Miss  Susan  A.  Scofield,  who  was  born  in  Not- 
walk,  Conn.,  April  16,  1812,  daughter  of  Peter 
Scofield,  and  died  July  29,  1 861 ; she  was  boned 
jn  Greenwood  cemetery,  Brooklyn.  The  record 
of  the  children  born  to  this  union  is  as  follows: 
William  H.,  born  August  21,  1831,  and  Edmund 
L. , born  July  29,  1833,  were  both  fatally  burned 
in  a fire  that  destroyed  their  father’s  store,  and 
died  soon  aiterward.  Clarissa  M.,  born  Septem- 
ber 5,  1835.  married  a Mr.  Pelton,  and  is  now 
deceased.  Harriet  E.  is  the  deceased  wife  °' 
Corliss  Cooke.  Emma  F.  is  now  Mrs.  M.  Rooty, 
of  New  York.  Edmund  L.  (2),  born  June  if- 
1844,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  At 
New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Smith  was  again  mat- 
ried,  October  15,  1862,  his  second  union  being 
with  Adaline  Ritch,  who  was  born  December  8 
1834,  at  Rocky  Neck,  Greenwich  township,?8'1' 
field  Co..  Conn.,  a daughter  of  Ralph  and  Clenv 
ice  (Mead)  Ritch.  The  children  born  of  this  un- 
ion are  Abby.  wife  of  Mills  H.  Hosted,  oi  Green- 
wich; and  Willis  R.  and  Horace  M..  of  this  re- 
view, The  mother  died  March  3,  1886,  and  the 
father  on  April  17,  following,  and  the  remains  0 
both  were  interred  in  Greenwood  cemetery 
was  a very  robust  man,  and  his  wife's  death  un- 
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doubled!}'  hastened  his  end  His  chief  source  of 
recreation  "us  hunting  and  fishing,  of  which  he 
was  very  fond.  Mr.  Smith  was  a stanch  demo- 
crat in  politics,  having  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Andrew  Jack-oii.  hut  fie  never  aspired  to  office 
He  was  a stlf-made  man  in  t tie  fullest  -en-e.  and 
the  su<  ( ess  that  He  achieved  in  life  was  certainly 
well-merited,  for  fie  was  a man  of  the  strictest 
integrity,  upright  and  fiormrahle  in  all  things,  and 
possessed  pood  business  ability.  He  was  an  ' 
active  member  of  the  Pic-bv terian  Church,  in 
wfiich  lie  field  many  ofta  es,  wfiile  liis  wife  was  a 
Conyiepationa list  in  religious  faith.  In  early  life 
be  was  also  identified  with  tfie  Odd  Fellows 
Society. 

Willis  R.  Smith  lagan  his  literary  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  1 ort  Chester,  N.  V.,  and 
later  attended  Starrs  Military  School  at  tfiat 
place.  His  business  training  was  obtained  on 
the  fxuiie  lam..  In  1SS7  be  was  united  in  mar- 
nape  with  Miss  M.  Louise  Miner,  of  Greenwich, 
daughter  of  Eh-ha  and  Elizabeth  (Marthngi 
Miner,  and  they  have  one  child  -Elizabeth  M.. 
born  September  20,  i.u.y>, 

Horace  M.  Smith  also  attended  the  public 
schools  ol  Fort  Chester  b>r  a time,  subsequently  1 
was  a student  in  the  Fark  Institute  at  Rye.  N. 
V.,  and  completed  his  education  in  (jieenwich  . 
Academy  under  Fro]<  -sot  Root.  He  lived  on  the  > 
old  homestead  at  Bvrain  Bridge  as  long  as  the 
place  remained  in  t fit*  family.  He  was  married.  ■ 
July  20.  ifiyo.  to  Miss  hmma  E.  Miner,  a sister  i 
of  his  brother  s wife,  and  they  have  one  daughter 
— Gertrude  E , born  February  8,  1805 

On  April  1.  1 Ssp.  Willis  R.  Smith  removed 
to  the  Silas  Husted  farm  at  Round  Hill,  where  ■ 
he  and  his  brother  have  since  successfully  cn-  ■ 
gaped  in  general  farming.  They  are  enleiprismg. 
energetic  young  bu-me-s  men.  who  thoroughly 
understand  their  clx  sen  calling.  They  live  in  the 
same  house  and  their  relations  are  most  bar-  ■ 
monmus.  Politically,  they  are  identified  with 
the  Republican  party,  and.  socially,  affiliate  with 
Gen.  J.  E.  Dix  c ouncil  No.  4,  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M., 
at  Port  Chester. 


Horace  coolev  cable,  if.  as  the 

poet  sir. gs.  ’•  lx  autv  is  its  own  excuse  for 

lieing."  the  florist.-  ate  ol  all  men  most  reasona- 
ble in  furnishing  us  abundant  supplies  of  Na- 
tures sweet  and  radiant  ministers  of  cheer.  A 
visit  to  the  extensive  conservatories  of  H.  C. 
Cable  & Son,  No-.  40  and  42  Spring  street, 
Danbury,  is  an  event  to  be  treasured  in  memory, 
the  twelve  glass  houses,  enclosing  altogether 
l/.OOO  square  ieet,  being  filled  with  choice  flow- 


ers m apparently  endless  variety.  This  is  the  old- 
est and  laigest  establishment  of  the  kind  in 
Danbury,  and  was  founded  over  thirty  years  ago 
by  H.  C.  Cable. 

The  Cable  family  became  identified  with  this 
county  at  an  early  period,  but  is  also  well  known 
in  the  vicinity  of  Pawling,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  April 
8.  i 8 2O  Caleb  Cable,  his  great-grandfather, 
had  a son  Gersbam,  our  subject  s grandfather, 
who  married  a Miss  Foote  and  settled  at  West- 
on. Fairfield  county.  Their  son.  Elizur,  our 
subject's  father,  was  born  there  March  l,  1794, 
and  was  reared  in  this  county,  learning  the  hat- 
ter s trade,  which  he  followed  lor  many  years  at 
New  ( aanan,  and  later  at  Pawling,  N.  Y.  His 
death  occurred  in  1866.  By  his  first  wife,  Han- 
nah (F'ields),  he  had  three  children:  Benjamin, 
Rachel  and  Russell.  His  second  wife,  Charlotte 
(Cooieyi,  was  born  January  l 5 , l 804, in  South 
Dover,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y..  and  died  November 
30.  1844-  Her  parents  were.  David  and  Mary 
f Kmehardt ) Cooley,  andher  maternal  grandfather, 
John  Rhinehardt,  was  a native  of  Germany  who 
served  some  time  as  a soldier  belore  coming  to 
America  to  make  his  home.  He  located  at  South 
Dover,  where  he  died  at  the  advanced  age  ol 

104  years,  and  his  wile. (Rhino)  passed 

away  at  the  advanced  age  ol  ninety.  Elizur 
and  Charlotte  Cable  had  hve  children:  Horace 

C.,  Charles  Reed.  Elizur,  Jr.,  Mary  M.,  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy. 

H.  C Cable  spent  his  youth  in  his  native 
town,  where  he  attended  school  up  to  the  age  of 
twelve,  when  he  began  to  work  at  different  occu- 
pations as  his  strength  and  skill  permitted.  In 
early  manhood  lie  learned  the  hatter's  trade  un- 
der his  father's  direction,  and  continued  the  busi- 
ness until  1865.  In  the  meantime,  in  1859,  be 
had  purchased  his  present  property  in  Danbury, 
upon  which  he  erected  a dwelling  house,  and  on 
abandoning  the  hatter  s trade  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness there  as  a florist,  and  has  continued  with 
constantly  increasing  success. 

On  October  1,  1846.  Mr.  Cable  married  Miss 
Sophia  Adeline  Perry,  daughter  of  Justice  M. 
and  Sarah  Ann  (Peck)  Perry,  and  two  children 
were  burn  to  this  union.  Charlotte,  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  Elmer  Octavius,  of  whom  mention 
is  made  below.  Mr.  Cable  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  members  of  the  Disciples  Church  at  Dan- 
bury. He  is  a man  ol  fine  intelligence,  taking 
keen  interest  in  all  the  issues  of  the  day,  and  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  sound  money  doctrine. 
He  has  never  been  an  aspirant  lor  office,  but  is  a 
regular  voter,  casting  his  ballot  for  the  Repub- 
lican party  at  all  times. 
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Elmer  O.  Cable  was  born  April  28,  1849, 
in  Brookfield,  this  county,  and  was  educated  in 
Danbury,  the  family  having  settled  there  during 
his  childhood.  On  leaving  school  he  learned  the 
hat-finishing  trade,  which  he  continued  until 
1886,  and  since  then  he  has  been  in  business  with 
his  father.  He  was  first  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
L.  Theall  (daughter  of  Orville  and  Amy  (Watts) 
Theall,  of  Pawling,  N.  Y.),  who  died  in  1880. 
and  he  formed  a second  union,  with  Miss  Hattie 
L.  Cole,  daughter  of  Hobart  and  Cornelia  (Stev- 
ens) Cole.  By  his  first  marriage  he  has  one  son, 
William  Hoxace,  born  April  9,  1876,  and  by  the 
second  there  are  two  children:  Sophia  C.  and 
Clifford  Elmer.  Like  his  father,  Elmer  O.  Cable, 
is  a believer  in  the  principles  and  policy  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  influential  in  local 
affairs,  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Danbury  paid 
fire  department,  being  at  present  the  captain  of 
Hose  Company  No.  2. 


€iEORGE  D.  PHILLIPS,  patent  attorney, 

' and  present  commander  of  Elias  Howe,  Jr., 
Post.  G.  A.  R.,  at  Bridgeport,  is  a native  of 
Connecticut,  born  March  5,  1842,  in  the  town  of 
Redding.  Fairfield  county.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  part  at  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town,  in  part  at  those  of  New  Fairfield,  New- 
town and  Bridgeport,  subsequently  taking  a 
course  at  Yonkers,  New  York. 

On  August  28.  1862,  Mr.  Phillips  enlisted  in 
the  17th  Conn.  V.  1.,  and  after  thirty-five  months’ 
service  was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of 
wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville. 
He  was  taken  prisoner  there,  and  for  fourteen 
days  and  nights  lay  within  the  Rebel  lines  with- 
out attention,  although  he  was  wounded  through 
the  breast,  abdomen  and  leg.  After  regaining 
•the  Federal  lines  he  was  confined  to  hospitals  in 
Washington.  D.  C.  and  Portsmouth,  R.  ].,  for 
nine  months,  and  until  his  muster-out  as  corporal 
he  afterward  served  as  clerk  in  the  quartermas- 
ter's office  at  Fort  Wood,  New  York  harbor. 

Returned  to  Bridgeport,  Mr.  Phillips  from 
time  to  time  as  he  was  able  worked  at  tool 
making,  till  he  became  contractor  and  head  in- 
spector for  the  Howe  Machine  Company,  in 
which  position  he  remained  sixteen  years,  at  the 
same  time  practicing  as  patent  attorney,  an  in- 
cumbency he  has  held  some  twenty-five  years. 
At  the  present  time  he  is  serving  as  commander 
of  Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  Post,  G.  A.  R. , at  Bridge- 
port. 

In  1865.  at  Stratford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 
Mr.  Phillips  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  A. 
Krinks,  daughter  of  William  R.  Krinks,  of 


Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  they  have  one  son, 
George  A.,  now  a dentist  in  Stamford,  Coon. 
Socially,  our  subject  is  a member  of  Pequonncck 
Lodge  No.  4,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; of  St.  John’s  Lodge 
No.  3,  F.  & A.  M.,  being  a Master  Mason:  and 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Essenics.  He  is  a Irani, 
open-hearted,  hospitable  man,  has  made  many 
warm  friends  since  taking  up  his  residence  id 
Bridgeport,  and  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


JrOHN  A.  H 1 SLOP,  one  among  the  younger o( 
the  enterprising  and  prosperous  business  men 
of  Fairfield  county,  and  the  resident  memta 
of  the  large  dry-goods  establishment  of  John  A 
Hislop  & Co..  Stamford,  is  a native  of  Glasgow. 
Scotland,  born  August  29,  i860. 

Mr.  Hislop  passed  his  boyhood  in  his  name 
city  and  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  where  he  was  edc- 
cated  in  the  public  schools.  After  his  school 
days  were  over  he  clerked  in  the  store  of  his 
brother  William,  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  for  five  years, 
and  in  the  store  of  his  brother  James,  at  Ne* 
London,  Conn.,  for  the  same  length  of  time, cr, 
the  expiration  of  this  period  returning  to  his 
brother  William,  with  whom  he  remained  another 
five  years,  this  time  in  the  store  at  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.  In  1895  Mr.  Hislop  was  instrumental  m 
establishing  the  dry-goods  business  of  the  firm  ol 
John  A.  Hislop  & Co.,  at  Stamford,  Conn.,  which 
was  opened  April  27  of  that  year,  in  the  new. Ad- 
vocate building,  he  becoming  the  resident  pari- 
ner.  This  store  gives  employment  to  some 
twenty-eight  hands.  Mr.  Hislop  and  his  pan- 
ners  are  wide-awake  men,  enterprising  and  prt 
gressive,  and  their  establishment  has  alreadv 
become  a great  factor  in  the  business  of  the 
county.  They  conduct  four  stores— those  of  \b 
B.  Hislop  & Co.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y- ; Hislop,  Angus 
& Co. , Auburn.  N.  Y. ; James  Hislop  & Co-.  ^e* 
London,  Conn.,  and  the  one  in  Stamford— and 
each  one  is  foremost  among  the  business  houses 
of  the  city  in  which  it  is  located.  The  immense 
aggregate  trade  of  these  concerns  accounts  m 
some  measure  for  their  popularity,  for,  as  the 
buying  for  all  four  stores  is  done  at  the  same 
time,  the  business  in  that  department  is  con- 
densed and  the  discounts  proportionately  large. 
| and  their  patrons  are  benefited  accordingly. 

! The  Stamford  establishment  has  been  encout- 
i aped  and  well  patronized  from  the  beginning. 
! for  the  prices  at  which  their  thrifty  and  origin* 

1 methods  of  doing  business  enable  them  to  ?e' 

| goods  has  done  much  to  keep  Stamford  trade  in 
Stamford,  a large  amount  having,  prior  to  then 
I advent,  found  its  way  to  the  metropolis, and tje 
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people  have  thoroughly  appreciated  the  saving  in  was  born  in  the  section  of  Greenwich  known  as 
time  and  trouble,  to  say  nothing  of  the  worry  of  Peck's  Land,  and  in  early  manhood  commenced 
city  shopping  The  liberal  scale  on  which  this  farming  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Joshua, 
enterprise  was  started,  the  size  of  the  store  and  > They  finally  divided  the  land  they  owned,  and 
the  \erv  complete  stock,  caused  much  comment  t the  portion  Ambrose  settted  on  is  the  farm  now 
among  the  more  conservative,  who  insisted  that  occupied  by  his  grandson  Sylvanns,  where  he 
a business  of  such  proportions  could  not  yet  be  • passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  a 
profitably  conducted  in  Stamford.  But  it  was  < thorough  farmer,  and  was  very  successful  in  a 
not  long  before  the  original  quarters,  commodi-  1 business  way.  He  married  Amy  Reynolds,  and 
oiis  as  they  were,  were  outgrown,  and  Mr.  His-  I they  had  three  sons:  Ambrose,  Oliver  and  Syl- 
iop.  availing  himself  of  the  opportunity  which  vanus,  of  whom  the  first  named  is  still  living, 
fortunately  offered,  secured  another  store  ad-  > making  his  home  with  our  subject;  he  is  un- 
ioning. in  the  same  building,  the  one  in  which  i married. 

H.  G.  Benedict  formerly  carried  on  his  shoe  Sylvanns  Reynolds  was  born  on  the  paternal 
business.  By  March.  1897.  this  store  was  con-  homestead,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  learning 
nected  with  the  other,  giving  an  un  rease  of  fifty  farm  work  under  his  father's  instructions.  On 
per  rent,  in  floor  space,  and  |ii<-!op\*  Go.  opened  October  4.  1866.  he  was  married,  in  New  York 
the  now  popular  •■garment  room,''  adding  to  C ity,  to  Miss  Alexandrine  Clara  Lewis,  who  was 
their  stock  ladies' cloaks  and  wraps.  Since  then  l orn  September  4.  1848,  in  Paris.  France, 

another  addition  has  been  made,  a boys'  cloth-  daughter  of  John  Joseph  Lewis,  and  came  when 
mg  department  having  been  established.  Alto-  se\ en  > t ars  old  to  New  York  City,  where  she  was 
getiier  they  now  have  o <>00  square  feet  of  floor  reared.  One  child  was  born  of  this  union:  Syl- 
space.  well  arranged,  and  the  building  is  corn-  \anus  L.  Mr.  Reynolds  died  October  26.  1867. 
pietely  equipped  with  all  modern  mechanical  de-  and  his  remains  rest  in  the  Episcopal  cemetery 
vires  lor  the  larilit at n >11  of  their  work  and  the  at  Greenwich.  Mrs.  Reynolds  subsequently 
r omlort  of  their  ernpn  \es.  the  Hisiops  having  wedded  William  P.  Kriapp,  and  they  had  two 
spared  no  expense  in  fitting  out  their  store,  ad-  children:  Mary  J.,  Mrs.  |olin  Bloomfield,  of 

\ ertising.  or  any  of  thc<  ,-.</<></<  whit  h are  recog-  Greenwich  township;  and  Josephine  A.,  who  is 
mzed  aids  to  suit  ess  in  their  line.  They  justly  unmarried.  The  mother  passed  away  April  14, 
deserve  the  substantial  « nr<>uiag<  mint  which  has  t8w«,.  and  was  interred  in  the  Putnam  cemetery, 
been  accorded  them.  The  resident  manager  and  Svh.inus  L.  Reynolds  was  born  October  1 7 , 

partner,  who  gives  clo'-e  personal  attention  to  the  t8o;.  on  the  farm  where  he  lesides,  and  has 
business,  is  thoroughly  t xptricnred.  and  is  a man  , passed  all  his  life  in  Greenwich  township,  in  his 
ol  good  executive  ahilitv . genial,  obliging  and  ac-  t box  hood  attending  the  North  Street  school, 
rommodating—  all  essential  points  in  the  make-  W hen  eight  years  old  he  ret urned  with  his  mother 
up  of  a popular  salesman  He  has  come  in  con-  ! to  a part  of  the  farm,  Mrs.  Reynolds  having  re- 
lact  with  the  people  of  the  world  generally,  hav-  moved  from  the  place  after  her  husband's  death, 
mg  traveled  extensnelv  throughout  Europe.  . and  in  the  spring  of  1888,  after  the  death  of  his 
On  May  30.  iSqi.  Mr.  Htsiop  was  married,  1 paternal  grandmother,  he  became  the  owner  by 
at  Syracuse,  N.  Y..  to  Miss  Nellie  Barrie,  and  to  inheritance  of  half  of  the  old  home  place,  being 
their  union  has  come  one  child.  Evelyn  Barrie,  his  father  s only  heir.  His  iarm  comprises  about 
Fraternally,  he  is  a member  of  the  Royal  At-  one  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of  good  land,  to 
canurn.  1 the  cultivation  of  which  he  devotes  all  his  time 

— — - — and  attention,  taking  no  active  interest  in  politics 

or  other  public  affairs.  On  February  11,  1896, 

SYLYANl'S  L.  REYNOLDS  is  a representa-  Mr.  Reynolds  was  united  in  marriage,  in  New 
live  well-to-do  farmer  of  Greenwich  town-  1 York,  with  Miss  Johanna  Murphy,  who  was  born 
ship,  Fairfield  county,  and  the  place  he  now  owns  and  reared  in  that  city,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
and  occupies  has  been  in  the  family  for  three  Daniel  and  Johanna  (Bradley)  Murphy.  She  is 
generations.  His  am  esturs  were  among  the  early  1 a member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

settlers  of  Greenwich,  and  the  Reynolds  have  

always  ranked  with  its  well-to-do  agricultural 

citizens.  ETER  McDONALD.  a well-known  citizen 

Ambrose  Reynolds,  git  at-grandlather  of  the  I of  Bethel,  has  made  his  own  way  in  life,  and 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  lines,  his  present  high  standing  in  business  circles  re- 
was  a farmer  and  lived  in  Greenwich  township.  fleets  great  credit  upon  him. 

He  married  a Miss  Knapp.  Their  son  Ambrose  The  McDonald  family  originated  in  Scotland, 
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and  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  a native  of  I mon  schools  of  that  place  afforded,  Mr.  Keeler 
that  country,  but  made  his  home  in  later  life  in  i attended  Prof.  Edward  Olmstead’s  Academy. 
Ireland.  Michael  McDonald,  father  of  our  sub-  ! from  which  he  graduated  in  1870,  taking  the 
iect,  was  born  in  the  Emerald  Isle  in  1819,  and  regular  prescribed  course,  which  included  the 
in  1848  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  languages  and  mathematics.  He  had  good  ad- 
Fairfield  county,  in  the  town  of  Redding,  where  I vantages  for  that  time,  and  has  always  been 
he  died  March  8.  1872.  For  some  time  after  1 much  of  a reader,  a great  essential  in  the  mentai 
his  arrival  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  for  1 make-up  of  any  well-informed  man.  For  two 
twenty  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Daniel  I years  after  leaving  the  academy  he  workedonhis 
Sandford,  who  conducted  a boarding  school.  He  I father's  farm,  later  being  engaged  in  mercantile 
was  naturalized,  and  took  much  interest  in  polit-  I business  as  clerk  for  Keeler  & Gilbert  at  Wilton; 
ic.al  questions,  his  vote  being  cast  for  the  Demo-  I but  at  the  end  of  two  years  he  returned  to  the 
cratic  party  on  all  occasions.  In  religious  faith  I farm  for  some  time.  We  next  find  him  in  the 
he  was  a devout  Catholic,  and  his  family  were  all  1 employ  of  ].  C.  Myers  for  a short  period,  then 
members  of  the  same  Church.  Mr.  McDonald  i again  returning  to  the  farm,  on  which  he  worked 
was  married  in  Redding  to  Miss  Catherine  Scol-  1 until  1882,  in  which  year  he  commenced  an  en- 
lins,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  died  about  1883.  | gagement  as  clerk  for  James  Comstock.  In  1SS4 
Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  six  children,  the  i the  latter  retired  from  business,  and  Mr.  Keeler 
others  being  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Theodore  Braun-  I bought  out  the  concern,  which  he  has  conducted 
eis,  of  Bethel;  Catherine,  wife  of  Patrick  E.  Jef-  1 ever  since  He  has  been  an  industrious, 
fery,  of  Danbury;  Elizabeth  and  Margaret,  who  1 energetic  and  successful  man,  and  owes  his 
are  trained  nurses,  the  latter  residing  in  New  | present  position  in  business  and  society  to  his 
Haven;  and  Helen,  wife  of  Patrick  Fisher,  of  1 own  efforts  and  worth.  He  has  been  a member 


Danbury.  I of  the  State  militia. 

Mr.  McDonald  was  born  December  15.  1851,  ]n  politics  a Republican,  Mr.  Keeler  has 

in  the  town  of  Redding,  where  he  received  a dis-  served  as  chairman  of  the  Republican  town  com- 
trict-school  education.  For  some  years  he  was  1 mittee  since  1 888  or  '89,  and  the  party  find  in 
engaged  in  farming  and  teaming  in  that  locality,  I him  an  able  leader;  he  has  been  overseer  of  the 

but  in  1875  he  removed  to  Bethel,  where  for  a I town  poor  (most  of  the  time)  for  the  past  twenty 

vear  and  a half  he  drove  a team  for  Crofut  & [ years,  and  tax  collector  of  Wilton  continuously 
Foster.  He  then  spent  four  years  in  the  factory  I since  1880.  with  the  exception  of  five  years,  from 
of  Judd  & Co.,  and  until  1888  he  worked  as  a i 1888  to  1893.  Mr.  Keeler  deserves  a word  of 
journeyman  hatter  in  different  shops  in  Bethel  I praise  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  collected 
and  Danbury.  Later  he  conducted  a livery  I the  taxes  for  the  town,  he  having  always  col- 
stable  for  three  years,  and  he  also  became  inter-  I lected  and  settled  his  tax  book  each  year, and 


ested  in  trucking  and  contracting,  which  he  still  1 
continues.  Jn  May,  1894,  he  began  dealing  in 
coal  and  wood,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  leaders  ! 
in  his  locality  in  this  line.  He  owns  his  busi-  I 
ness  property,  upon  which  he  has  built  a trestle  1 
and  coal  house  and  constructed  a side  track  from  | 
the  railroad.  I 

On  June  1.  1876.  Mr.  McDonald  was  married  I 
in  Danbury  to  Miss  Bridget  Gallagher,  a daugh-  i 
ter  of  Hugh  Gallagher,  of  Hawlevville,  and  the 
union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children:  Anna  1 

V.,  Elizabeth,  Nora.  Martha  and  Frank.  Mr.  < 
McDonald  is  a member  of  St.  Mary’s  Roman  I 
Catholic  Church  at  Bethel,  and  in  politics  he  is  ! 
a stanch  Democrat.  1 


never  once  caused  a tax  payer  one  cent  of  expense 
— in  fact,  he  is  conceded  by  everyone  to  be  the 
best  collector  the  town  ever  had.  Since  May, 
1884,  Mr.  Keeler  has  been  postmaster  at  North 
Wilton.  He  has  ever  taken  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  is  one  of  the  town's  most  pop- 
ular leaders.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  Arch 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Georgetown,  Conn.;  also 
of  Washington  Chapter,  F.  Ac  A.  M..  of  Nor- 
walk, and  is  soon  to  step  higher  and  join  the 
Knights  Templar.  He  takes  considerable  inter- 
est in  the  craft,  although  somewhat  removed 
from  his  Lodge  and  Chapter,  in  which  he  stands 
high.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  has  been  one  of  the 


1 society  s committee  since  1897. 

In  1876  Mr.  Keeler  married  Kutb  Zelda  Ra|' 

BOBERT  W.  KEELER,  general  storekeeper  mond,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Norwalk. 

at  the  post  office  of  North  Wilton,  and  post-  1 Conn.,  February  it,  1 S 5 p . She  received  her 
master  there,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  education  in  the  common  and  high  schools  of 
Connecticut,  September  5.1853.  I her  native  place.  To  this  union  children  as  fol- 

After  receiving  the  b -st  education  the  com-  I lows  were  born,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth 
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being  i es-  j>«  c l i vei  : Flounce  C..  November  9, 

1877,  Alice  K..  February  18.  I X X 1 ; l .essie  L. , 
January  2,  18X4.  Samuel.  November  2,  1S88, 
and  Raymond.  May  15.  1X94 

Samuel  Keeier  was  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subnet,  and  Fatah  Recur  was  the  grand- 
father. The  latter  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Wilton,  in  1791.  and  there  obtained  his  educa- 
tion m the  common-schools  After  leaving 
school  he  became  a farmer,  an  occupation  he 
followed  all  his  life.  Politically  lie  "as  hrst  a 
Whig,  later  a Republican.  He  was  a man  of 
standing  m his  community,  and  was  honored 
< (ten  by  his  fellow  citizens  bv  election  to  office, 
many  of  the  minor  local  offices  having  been 
filled  bv  him  He  was  a Royal  Arch  Mason, 
being  affiliated  at  Redding,  and  he  w.is  a mem- 
ber of  the  L ongic gationa!  Church  Always  well 
ahieast  with  t fie  times,  he  was  a repi < cental ive, 
ptugiesMve  mat.  lie  married  Miss  J.urv  Wat- 
trous.  of  Ridgefield,  and  by  hi  r had  the  follow- 
ing children:  1 .iiinie  M..  who  mauud  bc-najah 
Gilbert.  Emily.  who  married  Newton  benedict; 
Martha,  who  dud  unmarried  at  the  age  of 
twenty  se  ven;  and  Le  Grand  W.,  father  of  our 
subject 

Le  Grand  W.  Keeler  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Wilton.  Conn  , October  15.  iMy  Having 
obtained  a good  education  in  the  common- 
schools  and  Wilton  Academy,  he  taught  school 
for  some  vears  with  success  111  Wilton,  also  in 
the  Union  school  of  Norwalk.  Later  lie  was  lor 
a number  of  years  connected  with  a wholesale 
grocery  in  New  York  City  as  salt  smart,  then  re- 
turning t r.  Wilton  engaged  in  farming  in  con- 
nection with  his  father.  During  training  days 
he  was  captain  ot  a militia  comjanv  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Wiltcu.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican, 
and  served  as  selectman  of  his  tc  wn  for  a num- 
ber of  vears,  also  as  assessor,  b>  sides  holding 
many  other  minor  ofnees  within  the  gift  of  the 
people,  being  one  of  the  foremost  nu  n of  Wil- 
ton. He  married  Miss  Catherine  Lockwood, 
who  was  born  in  1X22,  in  Found  Ridge.  N.  Y. , 
a daughter  of  Horatio  and  Hathia  'Lockwood) 
Lockwood,  also  of  Pound  Ridge  To  this  mar- 
riage there  1 ame  the  following  c hildien:  Samuel, 
born  in  1X45,  married  Arvilla  Fahey,  of  Ridge- 
field; Edward  L.,  born  October  29.  1 X 49.  died 
single;  Robert  W.  is  the  subject  rf  this  sketch; 
Catherine  L , born  December  2X.  iStr.  re- 
mained single;  and  William  L. , b<  rn  in  1861, 
married  Lionise  Fanton.  of  Weston 

Pin  mas  Eav  mond.  grandfather  of  the  w ife  ■ 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Norwalk, 
'and  in  the  common  schools  of  that  tmvn  re-  1 


ceived  his  education.  From  his  boyhood  days 
he  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  married  Miss 
Eunice  Meaker,  by  whom  he  had  the  following 
childtcn:  Henderson,  who  married  Joanna  Thorp; 
William  M.,  who  married  Sarah  Eliza  Thorp; 
Lumet,  who  married  Dennis  Hanford;  Hannah, 
who  alter  her  sister  s death  married  Dennis  Han- 
ford; Charity;  and  Mary  A.,  who  married  Je<se 
Keeier. 

William  M.  Raymond,  father  of  our  subject's 
> wife,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Norwalk  tn  1X09. 

After  leaving  the  common  schools,  in  which  he 
, received  his  education,  he  engaged  in  farming. 

. He  married  Miss  S.  Eliza  Thorp,  who  was  horn 
in  the  town  of  Easton.  Conn.,  in  18)8.  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Ruth  (Sherwood)  Thorp.  By 
1 this  marriage  Mr.  Raymond  had  the  following 
childien:  ()'  William  T.,  (2)  Ruth,  (3)  Thomas 
1.,  (4)  Henry  W..  (5)  Sarah  E..  (6)  Frederick 
M.  and  (71  Ruth  Zelda.  Of  these  (1)  William 
1 T.,  was  horn  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  was  edu- 
cated there.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  coal 
business  with  his  brother  Thomas  F since  1867  at 
1 So.  Norwalk.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was 
drafted,  but  owing  to  ill  health  was  not  com- 
pelled to  serve  He  married  Josephine  A.  Lock- 
wood.  but  has  no  children.  (2)  Ruth  died  young. 

! (3)  Thomas  1.  was  horn  at  Norwalk,  was  edu- 
. rated  there,  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  wood 
, and  coal  business  there  since  J867  in  connection 
1 with  his  brother.  William  T.  He  was  married 
1 twice,  (first)  to  Eliza  Tolies,  by  whom  he  had  the 
1 following  children;  Martha  E.,  who  married 
| Minor  D.  Randall;  Lizzie  M.,  who  married 
l -Charles  D.  burns;  Elsie  T..  who  remains  single; 

and  Ruth.  William  T.  and  Eva,  all  three  of 
1 whom  died  young.  For  his  second  wife  Thomas 
E married  Miss  Carrie  Van  Cliff,  by  whom  he 
has  no  childien.  (4)  Henry  W.  was  horn  in 
1 Norwalk,  Conn.,  was  educated  there,  and  for 
eleven  years  was  overseer  of  the  town  farm  in 
■ Norwalk.  Conn.  ; of  late  he  has  been  occupied  in 
I farming  on  his  own  account.  He  was  married 
twice,  and  by  Ins  hrst  wife,  Hannah  M.  (Lyons) 
he  had  two  children — William  and  Josephine  — 
the  latter  of  whom  died  young;  by  his  second  wile, 
Minerva  (Price),  he  has  no  children.  (5)  Sarah 
E.  married  Harlem  R.  Gorham,  of  Westport, 
and  had  the  following  children:  William  M.  Gor- 
ham, who  is  still  single;  Edith  E.,  who  married 
Joseph  W.  Sanders;  Nettie  E.,  who  died  young; 
Herbert  W.,  who  married  Lilly  Gilbert;  Fred  M.. 
who  died  young;  Edith,  who  married  Arthur  Fer- 
riss;  and  Robert  W.,  Raymond  and  Harold  A., 
all  three  of  whom  are  still  single.  (6)  Frederick 
M.  died  in  infancy.  (7)  Ruth  Zelda  is  the  wife 
of  our  subject 
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ISAAC  F.  HAVILAND  is  the  owner  of  a beau- 
tiful farm  in  Pembroke  District,  town  of  Dan- 
bury, and  the  judicious  management  he  has  dis- 
played in  its  cultivation  has  won  for  him  a lead- 
ing place  among  the  agriculturists  of  the  vicinity. 
His  estate  comprises  about  three  hundred  acres 
of  choice  land,  and  in  addition  to  raising  general 
crops  he  conducts  a large  dairy. 

Mr.  Haviland  was  born  September  4,  1854,  at 
Ridgefield,  this  county,  the  son  of  Isaac  Havi- 
land, and  grandson  of  Jacob  and  Amy  (Gilbert) 
Haviland.  Isaac  Haviland  was  born  October  2, 

1 S20,  and  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  has  been 
spent  in  Fairfield  county,  although  for  some 
years  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
tobacco  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  as  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Harvey  & Haviland.  He  now  resides  at 
Bridgeport,  where  he  located  in  1866.  His  wife, 
Mary  Augusta  (Thorpe),  was  born  May  20,  1831,  | 
and  died  January  8,  1881.  was  a daughter  of  1 
Walker  W.  and  Emeline  (Fanton)  Thorpe.  Our  I 
subject  was  one  of  three  children,  the  others  be-  I 
ing  William  Thorpe,  born  March  29,  1850,  and 
Ernest  Clifford,  born  September  7,  186S. 

During  our  subject’s  childhood  the  family  re- 
moved to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  his  education  I 
was  begun  in  the  schools  of  that  city.  When 
he  was  about  eight  years  old  his  father  pur- 
chased the  farm  mentioned  above,  and  removed  I 
thither,  remaining  two  years,  afterward  settling  at 
Bridgeport.  Our  subject’s  education  was  con- 
tinued in  that  city  at  the  public  schools  and  the 
private  school  conducted  bv  G.  B.  Day,  and  on 
completing  his  literary  training  he  learned  the 
cigarmaker's  trade  with  an  uncle,  Reed  Haviland,  . 
at  South  Norwalk.  Two  and  a half  years  of 
work  there  enabled  him  to  master  the  details  of 
the  business,  and  then  he  engaged  in  cigar  manu- 
facturing at  Bridgeport  on  his  own  account. 
The  occupation  injured  his  health,  however,  and 
after  three  and  a half  years  he  gave  it  up  and 
went  into  the  plumbing  business,  carrying  on  a 
concern  of  his  own.  for  three  years  and  keeping 
the  books  of  a firm  of  plumbers  for  about  two 
vears.  In  1885  he  sold  out  his  interest  in  Bridge- 
port and  settled  upon  the  farm  which  his  father 
had  bought  years  before,  and  there  he  has  since 
remained  amid  the  wholesome  surroundings  of 
country  life.  He  makes  a specialty  of  dairy 
work,  keeping  from  thirty  to  forty  cows  and  sell- 
ing the  milk  in  Danbury. 

In  1879  Mr.  Haviland  married  Miss  Victoria 
Garnsey,  daughter  of  Alexander  N.  and  Emma 
(Allen't  Garnsey,  of  Pottsville.  Penn. , and  two 
children  have  blessed  this  union:  Isaac,  born 

April  4,  1881,  and  Clayton  G..  born  January  23, 
188:.  The  family  attend  the  U m versalist  Church, 


of  which  Mrs.  Haviland  is  an  active  memki. 
Politically,  Mr.  Haviland  is  a Democrat,  and  k 
takes  much  interest  in  local  affairs,  especially 
those  of  an  educational  nature,  having  served fcr 
four  years  as  school  trustee  in  his  district.  Hi 
is  a member  of  the  1.  0.  0.  F.,  PequoniK. 
Lodge,  at  Bridgeport. 


JrAMES  MORRIS  BENEDICT.  In  examir.ic; 
the  ancient  records  of  Fairfield  county,  w 
find  the  name  of  Benedict  In  the  famiy 
was  one  Caleb  Benedict,  of  the  town  of  Ne* 
Canaan,  where  he  was  an  extensive  shoemaker 

He  married  Polly , and  reared  a lam:.' 

of  sixteen  children,  nearly  all  of  whom  married 
and  settled  in  the  town  of  New  Canaan 

In  this  family  was  a son  bearing  the  name 
of  James,  who  learned  the  shoemaking  business 
under  his  father,  and  followed  it  all  his  hit 
James  Benedict  married  Phoebe  Mills,  of  Se* 
Canaan,  a daughter  of  Rufus  Mills,  a stcr.e 
mason  by  trade,  and  English  by  descent  If 
this  young  couple  were  born  four  children 
James  Morris,  whose  name  introduces  this  brief 
review;  Louise  and  Marian,  who  are  unmarmc 
and  reside  at  Norwalk,  this  county;  and  Geem 
a grocer  of  Norwalk.  James  Benedict  died® 
1865,  his  wife  in  1882.  They  were  both  con- 
sistent followers  of  the  Methodist  faith,  and  m 
politics  he  was  a Republican. 

James  Morris  Benedict  was  born  in  the  town 
of  New  Canaan,  January  26,  1847,  and  attendee 
the  local  schools  until  his  eighteenth  year,  when 
he  went  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  there  m the  ex- 
tensive works  of  Pratt,  Whitney  & Co.. 
the  machinist's  trade.  For  four  years  he  fie 
voted  his  time  to  a complete  mastery  ol  ti* 
details  of  his  chosen  calling,  and  then,  in  t^ 
returned  to  Fairfield  county  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Norwalk  Iron  Works  at  Nct»«lk 
where  he  lemained  for  two  years.  l-5lef  K 
became  engaged  with  the  Yale  Lock  Com;  any  at 
Stamford,  but  after  eight  years  in  that 
he  decided  to  seek  an  opening  in  the  comnerca 
world.  Accordingly  he  opened  a staticnen 
stand  in  the  post  office,  and  lor  seven  years  »• 
voted  his  energies  so  well  to  this  business  'H- 
its  financial  success  was  assured,  and  tie  "«■ 
enabled  to  move  across  the  street  into  a M':f 
built  for  him.  In  1888  he  sold  out  this  b«- 
ness,  and  started  a grocery  store  at  the  coiner  0 
Main  and  School  streets;  but  at  the  end  of 
months  he  turned  the  business  over  to  his  sen-t^ 
law,  F.  S.  Byxbee,  and  commenced  his  f,f'r 
business  at  No.  43  Wall  street,  where  he  cart.es 
a complete  and  attractive  line  of  cigars,  cor.fec 
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ticnery.  stationery,  etc.;  he  is  also  agent  ior  the 
Adams  Express  Company  at  that  place. 

On  August  -4.  1870,  Mr.  Benedict  married 
Nancy  Brown.  ol  South  Norwalk,  a daughter  of 
lames  Hrowi,  and  to  them  lour  children  have 
been  horn:  b va.  wile  ol  Frederick  S.  Bvxbee, 

of  Norwalk;  Eugene,  a newspaper  reporter  in  > 
chaige  of  the  South  Norwalk  Smtnn/',  Harry,  of 
Norwalk;  and  Charles,  who  died  at  the  ape  of  ■ 
fourteen  months.  Mr.  Benedict  is  a Kepuhlu  an, 
and  while  active  in  the  interests  of  h:s  j artv  has  . 
no  dt  >-ire  lor  public  ofnre.  He  has  always  been 
prominent  in  tlie  affairs  of  the  town,  progress- 
ive as  he  is  disinterested.  The  Emily  attend  ' 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  amonp  the  highly 
respected  families  of  the  town. 

1 

LBW1S  P.  WAKKMAN.  a promim  nt  agricult- 
ural of  the  town  of  W estport,  is  related  to 
several  of  the  most  esteemed  bunnies  of  the  1 
section,  and  by  his  own  character  and  hie  . 
he  does  credit  to  his  ancestry.  The  Wake-mans  1 
have  been  identified  with  Westport  horn  an  early 
ptnod,  and  the  old  homestead  there  was  owned 
and  cultivated  bv  |e«<-up  Wake  man.  < ur  sublet's 
preat-prandfatlier.  who  was  probab.v  born  in 
Fairfield  ( minty . 

Bank'  Wakeman,  the  prandfatm  1 <d  ogr  suh-  , 
ject . was  born  in  the  present  dwelling  house  on 
the  larm  The  late  Henry  B Wac.<  n an,  lather 
ol  our  subiect,  was  horn  in  the  same  house 
April  1 2.  1820,  and  passed  his  life  at  the  home-  1 
stead,  following  farming  as  an  occujatioi..  His 
dtath  occurred  on  March  30.  I So.’,  and  his  esti-  ; 
tnabie  wile,  whose  maiden  name  w.s  l.Mher  M.  1 
Jeimiiips.  still  resides  at  the  old  bum  She  is  a 1 
native  ol  Westport  and  a meinln  r ol  a well-  ' 
known  family,  her  ancestors  fiavmp  located  in 
this  county  m l(>6l.  She  traces  her  descent 
from  Joshua  Jenninps,  who  came  horn  England 
in  If-.’O,  and  settled  in  the  eastern  part  of  t on-  1 
necticut,  tiacmp  her  lineape  through  |< 'hua  (2).  1 
Joshua  (31.  Joshua  (4),  David,  and  J<  hn  B.  Jen-  ! 
ninps,  Mrs.  Waketnans  fatlier,  vv  ho  was  born  in  1 
Westport  Henrv  B.  and  Ksther  M.  W akeman  ] 
reared  a family  of  four  sons:  Morns  B.,  a resi-  ' 

dented  Oicpon,  who  ts  connected  with  the  Oregon  j 
Transfer  Company  ; Lewis  P. . our  subject;  Will-  | 
iam  J.,  a surpeon  in  the  United  States  army,  j 
now  stationed  in  Arizona;  and  Allied  J.,  a | 
chemist  in  New  York  City.  ' 

Our  subject  was  born  June  it.  1847,  at  the 
homestead  where  his  youth  was  rhietiy  spent,  i 
His  education  was  bepun  in  the  local  schools. and 
completed  in  a select  school  in  Norwalk,  and  on  1 
leavmp  scheiol  he  taught  for  fe  ur  winters. and  then  . 


enpaped  in  farming  in  the  town  of  Westport. 
He  operates  the  homestead  for  his  mother,  and 
he  also  owns  the  farm  of  thirty-five  acres  upon 
which  he  resides  in  a beautiful  home  built  by 
him  in  1874  Mr.  Wakeman  is  what  is  penerallv 
known  as  a •‘truck  farmer."  and  under  his  able 
management  the  estates  which  he  conducts  yield 
handsome  returns.  As  a citizen  he  is  public- 
spirited.  takinp  keen  interest  in  local  affairs,  and 
he  is  one  of  the  leading  Republicans  of  his 
locality.  In  the  fall  of  1896  he  was  elected  first 
selectman, and  fie  is  still  serving  in  that  office. hav- 
ing been  re-eiected  in  the  fall  of  1897.  He  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Grange,  the  K.  of  P. . and 
the  Masonic  order,  and  he  and  his  family  are 
prominent  workers  in  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Westport. 

On  March  12,  >874,  Mr.  Wakeman  was 
married  to  Miss  Jennie  S.  Sherwood,  a native  of 
Westport  and  a descendant  ol  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  county.  Four  children  have 
blessed  their  union.  Bertha  1..  Elsie  R. 

(deceased),  Ethel  S.  and  L.  Kenneth. 


WATSON  H.  SMITH  is  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Stratford,  and  lor  many  vtars 
he  has  been  influential  in  the  business,  political 
and  social  activities  of  the  town  He  owns 
valuable  property  there  and  elsewhere,  his  real- 
estate  holdings  including  farms  in  Florida  and 
South  Dakola.  but  his  attention  has  been  given 
mainly  to  mercantile  pursuits.  Coming  of  pood 
New  England  ancestry,  he  has  always  shown  in 
a marked  degtee  the  mental  acumen  and  business 
ability  which  characterize  that  race,  and  his 
career  indirates  that  he  could  well  have  achieved 
success  in  any  line  of  effort. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  August  25,  1836.  in 
Kent.  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  his  ancestors 
settled  at  an  early  period,  the  family  coming 
originally  Irorn  England.  Capt.  Joseph  Smith, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a farmer  in 
Litchfield  county;  his  title  was  won  by  service  in 
the  Revolutionary  army.  Harvey  Smith,  father 
of  Watson  H.  Smith,  was  born  and  Teared  in 
Kent,  and  became  a farmer  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. He  married  Miss  Julia  Park,  daughter  of 
Asa  and  Margaret  (Fuller)  Park,  of  the  same 
town,  and  they  had  six  children:  Flora;  Chaun- 
cey.  deceased;  Julia;  Harriet  and  Newton  A., 
both  deceased;  and  Watson  H.  The  Fullers 
were  one  of  the  very  first  settled  families  in  Kent, 
Litchfield  county. 

Watson  H.  Smith  attended  school  in  Kent 
and  in  Danbury,  and  on  completing  his  course  of 
study  entered  upon  his  business  career  as  clerk 
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in  a store  in  the  former  town,  continuing  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-two.  In  i860  he 
Temoved  to  the  town  of  Stratford,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  for  five  years,  and  later  he  spent 
four  years  in  the  hay-pressing  business.  He 
then  formed  a partnership  with  John  Hurd,  and 
conducted  a grocery  store  and  livery  stable  in 
Stratford,  and  on  the  dissolution  of  the  firm  he 
purchased  his  present  grocery  store  on  Main 
street,  Stratford,  which  he  has  now  conducted 
successfully  for  twenty-six  years.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  local  politics,  being  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  at  times  he  has  held  office, 
including  that  of  deputy  sheriff.  He  has  also 
foeen  prominent  in  religious  work  as  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  has 
held  various  positions  and  has  served  ten  years 
as  clerk.  He  is  a member  of  the  Stratford  So- 
-cial  Club.  In  i860  he  married  Miss  Asenath 
Sumner,  who  was  born  in  eastern  Massachusetts, 
a daughter  of  William  G.  and  Eliza  Sumner,  and 
-the  second  cousin  of  Hon.  Charles  Sumner,  the 
distinguished  statesman.  No  children  were  born 
of  this  union,  and  on  January  8,  1890,  Mrs. 
Smith  passed  to  the  unseen  life,  deeply  mourned 
by  a large  circle  of  friends. 


Morris  burr  whitlock,  who  is  now 

conducting  a first-class  livery  stable  at 
Ridgefield,  where  may  be  found  the  best  of  horses 
and  vehicles  of  all  descriptions  in  keeping  with 
the  demand  of  the  times,  is  one  of  the  family 
which  for  generations  have  been  identified  with 
the  development  of  the  county. 

]oseph  Whitlock,  his  grandfather,  was  one  of 
several  brothers  and  one  sister,  all  residents  of 
this  section.  The  brothers  and  sisters  were: 
Thadeus  married  Polly  Smith,  daughter  of 
Matthew,  of  Limestone;  James  married  Amanda 
Smith:  Rufus  never  married;  and  Phrebe  became 
the  wife  of  William  Thrall.  Joseph  Whitlock 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  in  a limited  man- 
ner at  Bennett’s  farms.  He  married  Polly  Smith, 
and  among  his  children  were  the  following: 
Rufus  located  in  Tioga  county.  Penn.:  Henry, 
father  of  Morris  B.,  is  mentioned  at  more  length 
farther  on;  Mead  was  a master  mechanic,  and 
now  resides  in  Ansonia,  Conn.;  Eunice  married 
Richard  Harris,  an  extensive  contractor  and 
builder  of  Birmingham  and  Derby:  Maria  mar- 
ried ]ohn  Henry'  Olmstead,  of  Ridgefield;  Morris, 
who  was  drowned  in  a pond;  and  John,  a con- 
tractor and  builder,  went  to  St.  Louis;  he  had 
ten  sons,  each  of  whom  weighed  over  two  hun- 
■dred  pounds. 

Henry  Whitlock  was  born  at  Bennett’s  farms 


in  the  town  of  Ridgefield,  in  1826.  He  toon 
great  interest  in  horses,  and  became  a horseman 
of  some  note.  At  various  times  he  was  the 
owner  of  the  stage  lines  running  from  New  York 
City  to  Danbury,  from  Danbury  to  White  Plains, 
from  Ridgefield  to  Norwalk,  and  from  Ridge 
field  to  Branchville.  He  was  a very  active  and 
energetic  man,  large  and  strong,  and  generally 
made  things  around  him  move.  Thoroughly 
versed  in  his  line  of  business,  he  conducted:: 
successfully.  He  was  considered  one  of  the  be?, 
four-in-hand  drivers  in  the  county,  and  he  cede 
manage  with  ease  even  a greater  number  0! 
horses;  at  one  time  he  drove  twenty-two  in  us 
streets  of  Danbury.  His  wife  was  Miss  Lucy 
Ann  Burr,  a daughter  of  Zalmon  Burr,  a schoo. 
teacher  and  farmer,  and  to  this  union  earnest 
sons:  Lyman  H.,  born  August  5,  I S49,  a plurr.it: 
residing  at  Ansonia.  Conn.,  and  Morris  Burr,  on 
subject.  The  father  of  these,  while  he  voted  tat 
Democratic  ticket,  was  in  no  sense  a politician 
His  death  occurred  July  1,  1892.  His  widow 
still  survives. 

Morris  Burr  Whitlock  was  born  in  Ridgefield. 
August  5,  1853,  and  received  but  a limited  educa- 
tion, as  he  did  not  attend  the  public  school  she 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  Using  his  own 
language,  “he  was  put  out  at  twelve  to  shit; 
for  himself.''  He  attended  the  schools  in  Ridge- 
field, at  Starr's  Plains,  and  for  a time  in  Tic?* 
county,  Penn.,  and  one  term  at  Ridge  Institute, 
a school  for  boys  under  the  tuition  of  Mil'1311 
O.  Seymoui.  When  twelve  years  old  young 
Whitlock  went  to  Tioga  county,  Penn.,  to  :i'f 
with  a cousin  of  his  father’s,  and  there  here 
mained  two  years,  living  on  a farm.  Following 
this  he  for  one  year  drove  team  lor  his  fanmc 
on  the  stage  route  to  South  Norwalk:  tart 
drove  on  the  Branchville  route  for  three  .vte 
After  this  he  went  to  Corning,  N.  Y..  and  cierkec 
for  Loriane  Dodge,  whose  daughter  he  married 
With  Mr.  Dodge  he  remained  three  and  one  ha- 
years,  and  then  went  to  Tioga  county.  H”3  • 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  on  a lour-huncied- 
acre  tract  of  land,  also  becoming  engaged  ;n 
dairy  business,  keeping  some  forty  mikh  cl"-- 
For  nine  years  he  was  thus  occupied,  t3--'3 
horses  toward  the  latter  part  of  this  period  m 
dition  to  his  other  occupations.  Beginning 13 
April,iSS4,  he  for  six  months  conducted  a nte 

stable  on  a small  scale.  During  the  latter 
of  the  same  y ear  he  kept  a hotel  and  carried -n 
a livery  stable  at  Mansfield,  Penn.  This  ten-l- 
owing to  ill  health,  he  gave  up,  and  in  the  H‘te 
of  1883  returned  to  Ridgefield,  Conn.  Here ■ c 
purchased  of  his  father  the  latter’s  livery  ;K°- 
then  consisting  of  two  coaches  and  lour  hetso- 
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and  horn  this  humble  beginning  has  come  the 
large  business  he  now  enjoys.  His  barn  is  large 
and  n>(  my.  and  his  horses-  lorty  to  sixty 

in  number  — and  vehicles  are  of  the  i>est.  Mr. 
Whitlock  is  a self-made  man.  and  is  deserving  of 
treat  credit  for  his  efforts  and  success  in  life. 
He  is  a wide-awake  and  pmgrr'-'-iv  e citi/en,  and 
takes  a great  interest  in  his  ti<  me  town. 

As  before  stated,  Mr.  Whitlock  marned  a 
daughter  of  Lorame  Dodge.  when;  home  was  at 
Sulovan.  I’enn..  and  to  this  marriage  were  b irn: 
l.orame  Dodge.  on  June  to,  iS;;;  Henry  Morris, 
August  31,  lis79.  Arthur  hurr,  May  4.  1 880;  and 
lostph  Lawrne.  August  2<\  tkf-y  Of  this  family. 
Lorame  I).  was  married  October  2~,  iMjj,  to 
Ida  Veil  C lark,  and  they  had  one  child.  Ha/el 
V. ; he  a Iter  ward  married.  April  tz.  189S,  Blanche 
M.  Mi  mis,  daughter  of  K.  (•  Stevens,  of  - 
Svivama,  Bradford  Co  , Penn.,  and  bv  tfus  l 
union  tore  is  one  child,  Morris  Stevens.  Henry 
M.  Whitlock  was  married  l.muarv  1,  1899.  to 
Amanda  ( opp  Dodge.  cd  ( aledoma,  Elk  Co., 
Lrni.  Mrs.  Morris  lb  Whitlock  is  a grand- 
daughter of  Kufns  Smith,  who  is  a brother  of 
l’uliy  Smith,  the  pi amlmol her  ot  our  subject,  > 
making  the  great-grandfather  a common  ances- 
tor The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  Hurr  1 
Whitlock  attend  the  M.  1.  Church.  In  politics 
he  is  a Republic  an.  1 

1 

! 

JOSEPH  E.  PECK,  tiu  penial  and  affable  | 
tre  asurer  of  the  Riverside  Yacht  Club,  in  I 
1 airfield  county,  in  which  he  has  ever  been  , 
a ieadmp  spirit,  takinp  great  interest  in  all  of  its  , 
affairs,  is  a member  ol  one  of  the  edd  and  promi-  • 
tie nt  families  of  the  town  of  Oreenvvich. 

Born  February  2 9,  tSsO.  in  New  York,  Mr. 
Leek  is  descended  from  the  pioneer  preacher  of  1 
that  name  of  Colonial  times,  who  was  a resident  1 
of  the  town  of  Greenwich  George  A.  Peck,  the  1 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  old  Greenwich,  j 
now  Riverside,  in  November,  1 8 1 3.  a son  of  I 
Joseph  Peck,  who  was  the  father  of  a large  fain-  I 
liv  ol  children,  the  only  son  to  reach  adult  ape 
hemp  Cieorpe  A.  Of  the  daughters,  Hetsey,  Je-  1 
rusha  and  Charlotte,  the  hrst-named  lived  to  the  1 
ape  of  eighty-four  years,  lernsha  to  eighty-one 
.'tars;  none  of  them  married.  Joseph  Peck  was 
a tanner,  and,  pc  ssessmp  considerable  business 
ability  and  force,  he  made  money  and  became 
the  owner  of  much  piopertv.  He  and  his  wife 
"ore  members  of  the  Fust  t oiigugational  Church 
at  Mound  Reach;  both  are  bnned  in  a small  cem- 
e'.eiv  used  only  by  a few  families. 

< -eurge  A.  Peck  rece.v ed  bus  educational  train-  , 
mg  in  the  schools  about  h:s  birthplace.  He  lived  , 


at  home  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
went  to  New  York,  clerking  in  a clothing  store 
located  on  the  corner  of  Water  and  Rosevelt 
streets,  owned  by  a Mr.  Walker.  Young  Peck 
was  industrious  and  economical,  saving  his  earn- 
ings. and  soon  became  a partner  in  the  business, 
and  later  the  sole  proprietor.  He  possessed  great 
business  tact  and  ability,  was  full  of  energy — too 
much  so  lor  his  constitution — and  was  not  con- 
tent with  anything  short  of  a large* business,  so 
he  lurried  his  attention  to  the  manufacture  of 
clothing,  and,  later  on,  to  oil  clothing,  in  which 
lint  he  was  a pioneer  manufacturer.  The  oil 
clothing  manufactured  by  him  was  extensively 
used  by  the  Tinted  States  Government  tn  the 
m my  and  navy,  and  went  into  the  western  coun- 
try Failing  health  caused  him  to  retire  from 
business  in  1854.  and  he  came  to  his  home  at  Cos 
Cob.  where  his  remaining  days  were  passed  in 
comfort  and  ease. 

Mr.  1 Vck  was  married  in  New  York  to  Miss 
Anna  K.  Valentine,  a daughter  of  Elijah  and 
Catherine  fSchenck)  Valentine,  both  of  whom 
came  from  families  ranking  among  the  oldest  and 
most  icsperted  of  New  York.  Elijah  Valentine 
was  a successful  merchant.  To  the  marriage  of 
(•edge  A.  and  Anna  E.  (Valentine)  Peck  were 
born  children  as  follows:  Henry  V.,  now  a resi- 

dent of  Cos  Cob;  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  Townsend 
C rook  .,  of  Rye,  N.  Y. ; George  A.,  who  died  in 
t but  at  Cos  Cob;  Jennie  A. , residing  at  Cos  Cob; 
Joseph  L..  our  subject;  Emma  F.  (Mrs.  Elbert  F. 
Lockwood;,  of  Cos  Cob;  and  William,  also  a 
resident  of  Cos  Cob.  The  father  of  these,  while 
engaged  in  business  in  New  York,  lived  there  alto- 
gether for  a time,  then  for  a period  passed  his 
summers  in  the  country — at  Stamford,  Sound 
Reach  and  Cos  Cob.  He  finally  purchased  the 
old  Stearns  homestead  at  Cos  Cob,  remodeled  it 
and  made  a permanent  home  there;  it  is  yet  oc- 
cupied by  members  of  the  family.  When  a 
young  man  he  became  identified  with  the  First 
(.  ongtegational  Church  at  Sound  Reach,  but  after 
his  marriage,  his  wife  being  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  he  attended  the  services  of 
that  Society.  His  wife  died  in  1881,  and  he 
passed  away  in  April,  1894,  leaving  a valuable 
estate.  He  was  a successful  business  man  and  a 
citizen  "ho  held  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

Joseph  E.  Peck  attended  the  district  schools 
of  Los  Cob.  where  among  his  first  teachers  was 
a Miss  < »mntard,  and  later  went  to  the  Green- 
wirh  A*  a demy  when  it  was  in  charge  of  Professor 
Shepherd.  After  reaching  manhood  he  w-ent  to 
New  York  and  became  a salesman  for  a firm  that 
manufactured  and  sold  silverware,  continuing  thus 
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J or  some  time,  when  he  returned  to  Cos  Cob 
and  has  since  made  that  place  his  home.  He  has 
ever  taken  an  interest  in  outdoor  sports,  and  in 
j888  was  foremost  in  the  organization  of  the 
Riverside  Yacht  Club,  which  was  founded  by 
himself  and  George  Tyson,  Mr.  Peck  being 
chosen  treasurer,  an  office  he  has  ever  since  held. 
To  his  energy  and  active  interest  that  club  owes 
its  success.  Mr.  Peck  is  also  fond  of  hunting 
and  fishing, 'and  is  an  authority  on  matters  per- 
taining to  these  sports.  He  has  a beautiful  and 
most  comfortable  home,  is  an  indulgent  husband 
and  father,  and  he  and  his  family  enjoy  life  thor- 
oughly. 

In  politics  Mr.  Peck  is  a Republican,  but  he 
takes  no  active  interest  in  party  affairs,  not  as- 
piring to  public  honors.  He  is  enterprising  and 
.progressive,  aiding  with  his  means  all  laudable 
.enterprises,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known 
throughout  Fairfield  county.  He  married  a na- 
tive of  New  Y’ork  City,  Mrs.  Josephine  E. 

, (Platt)  Hamilton,  widow  of  James  Hamilton, 
and  to  this  marriage  was  born,  April  22, 
1894,  George  Valentine,  who  is  the  only  male 
representative  of  his  generation  in  direct  line 
•from  his  great-grandfather,  Joseph  Peck.  Mrs. 
Peck  is  a woman  of  culture  and  refinement,  and 
jrom  this  home  is  dispensed  a generous  hospi- 
tality to  the  many  friends  and  acquaintances  of 
,the  family. 

MILES  H.  ELWELL,  a prominent  agri- 
culturist and  dairyman  of  Pembroke  Dis- 
trict, town  of  Danbury,  has  a fine  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres  which,  under  his  able  management, 
is  maintained  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Elwell  was  born  June  22,  1849,  in  New 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  the  son  of  Lewis  and  grandson 
of  lobn  Elwell.  His  father,  who  was  a success- 
ful  farmer,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Southeast, 
Putnam  Co.,  N.  V.,  and  died  in  1892.  Our  sub- 
ject’s mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Hayes,  was  the  daughter  of  John  Hayes.  The 
iamilv  consisted  of  thiee  children:  (1)  Phoebe 

Ann  married  David  Disbrow,  and  died  in  1894, 
leaving  six  children— Miles,  Mary,  Arthur,  Lewis, 
Annie  and  Charles.  The  third  in  the  family, 
■George,  died  in  childhood.  (2)  Miles  H.,  our  sub- 
ject, is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (3)  Mary 
Eliza  married  Frank  Elwell,  and  they  have  one 
.child— -MW’. 

Mr.  Elwell,  our  subject,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  same  time 
assisted  his  father  in  the  farm  work.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  left  school  and  for  several  years 
cave  his  .entire  attention  to  the  work  of  the 


homestead,  farming  and  peddling  milk.  Doe 
his  father’s  life  he  spent  much  of  his  time  in  i- 
sisting  and  relieving  him  from  active  cares,  bn 
since  1893  he  has  occupied  his  present  fare 
He  keeps  from  twenty  to  thirty  cows,  andnnut 
| well-patronized  milk  route  in  Danbury. 

In  1876  Mr.  Elwell  married  Miss  Lvdia 
I Waite,  daughter  of  John  and  Lena  (Griffin? 

I Waite,  and  seven  children  have  blessed  tbs 
I union:  Clarissa,  Clason,  Wilbur,  Lewis,  Mils 
j Jr.,  Waite  and  Arthur.  While  Mr.  Elwell  s 
i not  specially  interested  in  politics,  he  takes  mud 
i interest  in  the  questions  of  the  times,  and  is  a 
| believer  in  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  Re- 
j publican  party. 


JfOHN  A.  WALDRON  is  one  of  the  enterpn's- 
• ing  and  successful  agriculturists  of  the to*t 
of  New  Fairfield,  where  he  owns  a fine  fair 
1 conducted  according  to  modern  methods. 

Mr.  Waldron  was  born  at  Quaker  Hi!.. 

I Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a spot  which  has  become 
! historic  through  the  many  important  movements 
! which  centered  there  in  the  early  days  when  the 
1 question  of  our  national  independence  hong  tt 
i the  balance.  His  father,  Elmore  Waldron,  «| 

1 a native  of  Sharon,  Conn.,  and  was  educate: 

I there,  but  his  later  years  were  mainly  spent  in 
I the  town  of  Sherman,  this  county,  where  he  ws 
i engaged  in  farming.  This  worthy  citizen  showed 
1 his  patriotism  by  enlisting,  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
1 Civil  war,  in  Company  G,  of  a regiment  of  Con- 
1 necticut  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  serving  through- 
out that  struggle.  He  received  a wound  in  one 
of  the  many  engagements  in  which  be  took  pan. 
and  during  his  last  years  drew  a pension.  He 
1 married  Miss  Almira  Webb,  a daughter  of  Lyma 
1 and  Emilv  Webb,  farming  people  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  their 
'<  three  sons.  (1)  Everett  was  born  in  1 S6S  in  the 
1 town  of  Sherman,  where  he  received  a common- 
school  education  and  afterward  engaged  in  iarm^ 
i ing.  During  the  winter  season  he  is  emplo- 
ys an  expert  in  the  sorting  of  tobacco,  which  re- 
quires such  skill  and  knowledge  oi  the  difi«eII‘ 
varieties  of  the  plant  that  it  may  be  considered 
a distinct  trade.  He  is  unmarried,  and  at  pt^1 
resides  in  Brookfield,  this  county.  (2)  Chans 
who  was  born  and  educated  in  the  town  of  fir- 
man. became  interested  in  agriculture  there,  bo 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  , 

Our  subject  attended  the  common  schools 0. 

• the  town  of  Sherman  for  sometime,  and  fronn jr- 
early  age  has  been  engaged  in  agriculture.  ' 'f 

t wenty-seven  years  old  he  purchased  his ptsr  ( 

I farm  in  the  town  of  New  Fairfield,  which  coo 
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tains  l 10  aites  of  excellent  land,  devoted  to 
general  crops.  although  at  times  he  raises  tobacco 
extensively.  On  September  20.  1896,  Mr.  Wal- 
dron married  Mrs.  Salma  Hoag.  daughter  of  Mur- 
ra\  and  Charlotte  Lamson.and  they  now  reM'de up- 
on her  farm,  which  adjoin*  tfiat  of  Mr.  Waldron. 
Ihiiii:  a man  of  stomp  convictions.  our  sulnect 
t a k c s pride  in  giving  substantial  support  to  tlie 
I on, octal  ic  party,  in  whose  principles  he  firmly 
hei  .ex  es.  lor  a number  of  years  he  iias  held  the 
otnce  of  constable. 


JOHN  S.  KEELER  The  lerords  of  Fair- 
fold  rounty  have  been  kept  intact  Itotn  the 
earliest  tunes,  and  the  records  of  those  fami- 
lies who  were  prominent  and  m:;.,ent;al  citizens 
in  tiie  early  davs  of  the  Colour  of  (.  oimecticut  1 
cannot  fail  to  be  of  intense  mien  M to  tt.e  student 
of  limtorv 

lolm  K.  Keeler,  a ic  pr<  M-ntativ e citizen  of  i 
Kidec  field  township,  is  a lineal  b<-Mendant  of  i 
Kal|  h Kee.er,  who,  according  to  the  {-'airfield  . 
probate  record,  made  his  will  AuguM  zo,  1072;  I 
this  will  was  admitted  to  probate  in  November  | 
of  that  year  ] n his  will  Kalph  K eelc  r (list  rib-  i 

utes  Ins  property,  making  be. jurats  to  |ohn,  i 
Kalpli  and  Samuel  Keeler,  and  aoo  to  his  daugh- 
ters.  b.in  abeth  and  Rebec  ca,  Samuel  Keeler,  son  1 
of  Ralph,  became  one  of  the  original  twenty-five  I 
pioj  in  ters  of  Ridgefield,  having  a plant  to  prop-  j 
erty  m what  is  now  the  lower  end  of  the  town, 
lie  married,  and  became  the  father  of  Samuel  I 
(2),  Joseph.  Jonah  and  Timothy  I 

']  lie  will  of  Timothy  Keeler  was  made  August  | 
30.  j 7 4 b . and  proved  Septembe  r 22,  174b.  He  1 
had  t luce  soim  — Timothy  (21,  Etn-amin  and  Jere-  I 
[man—  and  his  property  was  equally  divided,  giv-  j 
me  c ne -third  to  each  son.  excepting  a portion  to  | 
his  wite  Jeremiah,  the  younge-t  son,  succeeded  1 
to  tin  home  property,  and  in  1710  he  built  the  1 
bouse  e\er  since  occupied  by  the  family,  the  old-  I 
est  onpinal  house  remainmp  in  the  town.  He 
married  Hannah  Seymour,  and  by  her  had  three 
thihiten,  two  sons  and  a dauphter,  as  follows: 
Jeiemiah  l»orn  January  5,  1 7 r >3 ; Thaddeus,  I 
and  Hannah  '"Mrs.  Truesdell  In  his  will,  Jere- 
miah Keeler  bequeathed  to  lus  wile  “my  riepro 
wench  named  Ellen,"  and  to  Jeiemiah  (2 1,  his 
eld'll  sun,  the  land  at  Flat  Kock.  as  a birth- 
ripht 

Jenmiah  Keeler  (2  married  Sarah  St.  John, 
who  was  born  February  7,  1703.  and  died  Janu- 
ary 27,  1 b 3 2 . They  became  the  patents  of  the 
fohowmp  named  children.  Hcnjamin,  born 
March  2,  1 792,  married  in  1 8 1 9 to  barah  Slessor, 
'"ho  was  born  October  13,  1799;  Samuel,  who 


went  to  Cberaw.  S.  C. ; Sarah,  who  married 
bmith  bcott,  of  btamford;  and  Esther  K.,  born 
I»ec  ember  30,  179b,  who  died  January  8.  i8bo. 
In  hts  will  — executed  July  2.  1831.  probated 
Aupust  29.  1 837  — Jeremiah  Keeler  (2)  makes 
, spe  c 1 f ic  legal  les  as  follows:  $100  to  Ins  son  Ben- 
iamin; to  Ins  dauphter  Sarah  $300  in  value  ol 
lus  real  esiate:  to  his  daughter  Esther  $300  in 
value  of  bis  real  estate  in  same  manner;  and  the 
resieiue  of  lus  estate  goes  to  his  two  sons,  Ben- 
jamin and  Samuel,  in  equal  proportions. 

On  the  death  of  Sarah  (St.  John)  Keeler, 
wife  of  Jeremiah  Keeler  (2),  Benjamin  Keeler 
succeeded  to  t he  estate.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  coasting  trade,  and  was  also  connected  with 
a pottery  at  Huntington,  Long  Island,  but  dur- 
ing the  latter  portion  of  his  life  was  a farmet. 
In  lb  19  he  married  Sarah  C.  Slessor.  and  he  be- 
came the  father  of  three  sons:  William  Edgar, 

born  September  13.  1820,  died  September  9. 
1836;  Samuel  S..  born  February  1 8 . 1826.  died 
February  10,  1.807  (he  was  a saddler  and  har- 
ness maket . he  married  Mary  Jane  June,  of 
Stamford,  and  in  his  later  years  resided  in  Stam- 
ford 1;  and  John  S.,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  born  August  3,  1829.  The  father  of 
tliewe  died  intestate,  and  the  estate  was  divided 
by  mutual  agreement.  His  death  occurred  Au- 
gust 23,  1804.  when  he  was  seventy- two  years 
ol  age,  and  lus  wife  passed  to  her  long  rest  Mav 
5,  1875.  aped  seventy-five  years  and  six  months. 

John  S.  Keeler,  whose  name  opens  this  re- 
view, was  given  a good  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  by  diligent  reading  has  greatly  sup- 
plemented his  early  training  and  become  well  in- 
formed. He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  under 
Alvin  Jennings,  and  is  still  following  same.  For 
nearly  half  a century  he  has  worked  as  a jour- 
neyman in  Stamford  and  Norwalk,  but  generally 
in  Kidpctield.  and  his  handiwork  may  be  lound 
on  nearly  all  of  the  principal  buildings  in  the 
town,  lus  higii-grade  workmanship  being  always 
in  great  demand;  he  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  business  from  a financial  point  of  view.  His 
interest  in  all  public  movements  has  in  no  way 
interfered  with  his  business.  Always  a Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views,  he  has  given  much  aid 
to  the  party  by  his  disinterested  advice,  and  his 
sound  judgment  and  forethought  have  been  of 
incalculable  assistance  to  the  campaign  man- 
agers. In  1871  he  represented  his  town  in  the 
Legislature,  and  made  a lasting  name  in  the  State 
records  lor  his  determined  efforts  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  his  constituents,  and  to  secure  such 
! legislation  as  would  be  of  the  greatest  good  to 
1 the  greatest  number.  His  colleague  at  this  time 
I was  Peter  P.  tuonen.  In  local  affairs,  too,  Mr. 
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Keeler  has  always  taken  an  active  part,  and  is  to 
be  found  at  the  front  in  all  progressive  enter- 
prises. 

On  July  i,  1875,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Nancy  Hoyt,  who  was  born  July  24,  1825, 
a daughter  of  Isaac  Hoyt.  On  November  19, 
1890.  Mrs.  Keeler  passed  away,  and  Mr.  Keeler 
has  since  lived  practically  retired.  During  a life 
of  over  three-score  years  passed  in  one  town,  he 
has  ever  maintained  the  sincere  respect  of  the 
community,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  its  most 
substantial  men. 


ENLBRIDGE  GERRY.  This  resident  of  Dan- 
bury,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  comes  of  good 
New  England  stock,  tracing  his  descent  in  the 
paternal  line  to  one  of  two  brothers  who  came 
from  England  at  an  early  day  and  located  in 
Massachusetts,  one  choosing  the  northern  part 
and  the  other  the  southern.  These  two  were 
progenitors  of  the  various  branches  of  the  Gerry 
family  in  this  country. 

David  Gerry,  our  subject's  great-grandfather, 
married  Lucy  Thompson,  and  their  son  Charles, 
the  grandfather,  married  Orissa  Haynes,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Israel  and  Sarah  (Jewell)  Haynes. 
Her  father  earned  his  title  in  the  militia,  and  he 
was  prominent  in  the  political  movements  of  his 
time,  serving  as  a member  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature;  he  is  mentioned  in  Henry  Wilson’s 
•‘History  of  Massachusetts”  as  having  been 
chiefly  instrumental  in  the  election  of  Charles 
Sumner  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

Israel  H.  Gerry,  father  of  Elbridge  Gerry,  was 
born  April  12,  1833.  at  Sudbury,  Mass.,  and  for 
many  vears  was  in  the  commission  business  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  resides  at  the  present 
time.  He  was  at  one  time  superintendent  of  the 
public  schools  of  Orange,  N.  J.,  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  liberal  Republican  State  executive 
committee  at  the  time  Horace  Greeley  ran  for 
the  Presidency.  He  married  Miss  Josephine  M. 
Packard,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  R.  and  Mary 
(Warren)  Packard.  Mrs.  Gerry  was  born  in 
Brockton,  Mass.,  September  25,  1836,  and  died 
April  14,  1874,  leaving  six  children:  Elbridge, 

Irving,  Gertrude,  Josephine,  Florence  and  Rus- 
sell. Israel  H.  Gerry  has  a daughter  by  another 
marriage — Miss  Edna  Kingingham. 

Elbridge  Gerry  was  born  April  29,  1858,  at 
Sudbury.  Mass.  He  was  educated  at  Orange, 
K.  attending  the  public  schools  through  all 
the  grades,  and  also  a private  school.  At  eighteen 
he  was  employed  in  a broker's  office  in  New  York 
Citv,  where  he  remained  a couple  of  years,  and 
he  then  spent  the  same  length  of  time  with  his 


father  in  the  commission  business,  after  whidm 
gave  two  years  to  the  hatting  industry  in  No- 
ark,  N.  J.  Later  Mr.  Gerry  was  in  Canada  fe 
three  years  and  a half.  In  June,  1885,  he 
cated  at  Danbury,  where  for  eleven  yean  he  re 
employed  bv  Mallory  & Sons  as  loreman  infe 
curling  department  of  their  hat  factory.  C: 
leaving  this  position  he  formed  a partnersb:; 
with  E.  Starr  Sanford,  and  on  November  it 
1896.  they  purchased  the  business  of  Join- 
ing, No.  9 Library  Place,  manufacturers'  apt:  | 
and  dealer  in  hatters'  supplies.  This  bcsines 
the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  the  city,  has  since 
been  continued  successfully  under  the  firm  mat 
of  Elbridge  Gerrv  & Co.  Mr.  Gerry  is  promir.er. 
in  local  affairs.  He  is  an  earnest  Republican 
and  in  1892  was  president  of  the  Young  Mb; 
Republican  Club  of  Danbury,  at  present  service 
as  secretary  of  the  Republican  League  Club  ct 
that  city. 

On  April  27,  1882.  Mr.  Gerry  was  married ;i 
Canada  to  Miss  Bessie  MacDonald,  daughter  oi 
John  and  Margaret  (Cuthbert)  MacDonald,  K 
Inverness,  Scotland,  and  three  children  nave 
blessed  this  union:  Sarah  M.  and  Olivia  Trap, 

who  died  in  childhood,  and  Alexander  Leroy 
who  is  a bright  and  promising  boy.  Mr.  Gerry 
is  a member  of  the  present  Board  of  Trade,  Ht 
and  his  wife  hold  a place  in  the  best  social  circle; 
of  Danbury,  and  they  are  members  of  the  Di:- 
ciples  Church,  in  which  he  holds  the  office  ol 
deacon.  For  several  years  he  has  been  one  0. 
the  vice-presidents  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  • 
member  of  the  board  of  directors.  He  belong 
to  various  fraternal  societies,  including  t”1® 
Lodge  No.  40,  F.  & A.  M.;  Eureka  Chapter. R 
A.  M.:  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  Progressue 
Lodge  No.  18,  I.  O.  0.  F. 


Jr  AMES  H.  HOYT,  prominent  in  Grand  Army 
circles,  and  one  of  the  most  popular  business 
men  of  Norwalk,  was  born  in  New  Y ork City 
June  19,  1840. 

James  A.  Hoyt,  his  father,  was  for  man’ 
years  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  and  silk  busmen 
in  New  York  City.  At  the  time  of  the  fire  in 
1835  he  engaged  in  the  banking  business  mn 
Dunkin.  Sherman  & Co.,  on  Wall  street.  Mr 
Sherman,  of  this  firm,  a relative  of  the  Hoyts 
afterward  gave  his  name  to  history,  and  so  M 
as  the  American  loves  liberty  the  lame  of  G*r 
William  T.  Sherman  will  live.  About  ififc.r 

Hoyt  entered  the  Custom  House,  where  be  re 

nrained  until  his  death  in  1876.  He  marnev 
Elizabeth  St.  John,  who  was  born  in  Norwalk. J 
daughter  of  Buckingham  St.  John  and  his  nt 
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Charlotte  < Hush'  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoyt  tight 
children  were  born:  Charles,  a tanner  in  Nor- 
walk. where  he  died;  Charlotte,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty  \ ears;  James  H. , our  subject ; Lou- 
ise. vs  ho  married  George  B.  Day.  a native  of 
Providence;  Buckingham,  a stock  broker  in  New 
York;  Gould.  an  attorney  at  law.  now  living  re- 
tired at  Norwalk;  Frederick,  a jeweler  and  man- 
ulactuier  in  New  York;  and  Francis,  at  home. 
Mr.  Hoyt  was  a man  of  high  attainments,  and 
was  a tine  linguist,  speaking  b tench,  German  and 
Italian.  In  politics  lie  was  a faithful  Kepublican. 
Mrs.  Hoyt  died  in  l S9 ) . 

James  H,  Hoyt  received  his  education  in  New 
York  and  Norwalk,  and  in  18*4  he  went  to  New 
York  where  he  engaged  in  the  suamboat  busi- 
tiecv  ]„  1, v,i.  at  the  outbnak  of  the  Civil  war, 
Mr.  Hoyt  answered  the  first  call  tor  volunteers, 
by  enlisting  May  27.  i8(>i.  and  started  tor  the 
Font  Though  he  first  enlisted  lor  three  months, 
he  was  alttrward  sworn  in  tor  three  v*ars,  and 
j attic  ipated  with  his  regmu  nt  in  all  its  move- 
11  > nts.  At  the  battle  of  Antietain  he  was  shot 
through  the  body,  and  ()(t<  her  15.  1862.  he  was 
discharged  with  promotion.  As  soon  as  he  had 
regained  a portion  of  his  strength  he  joined  the 
( 8th  N.  Y.  Y.  J.  and  was  j romnted  to  first  lieu- 
t<  i. ant.  then  to  captain,  and  as  such  was  hon- 
orably discharged  April  18.  1803,  when  he  re- 
turned to  New  York  and  made  that  city  his  home 
until  i.vo»,  ]n  that  year  he  fame  to  Norwalk, 
and  hv  e \ t ars  later  oprm  d up  his  pi  < sent  busi- 
iiiss  — that  of  a retail  liquor  dtan-i.  He  is  very 
prominent  among  his  collt  agues,  and  has  served 
as  treasurer  of  the  Liquor  Dealt  rs  Association. 
In  his  political  faith  he  invariably  uses  Ins  right 
of  handlist  m support  of  the  Kej>ubii<an  party. 
He  is  a man  of  good  family,  highly  respected  by 
all  with  whom  becomes  in  contact.  His  sterling 
integrity  and  manly  touruyv  liave  won  him  a 
high  place  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow-men, 
and  his  genial  humor  makes  him  popular  socially. 
But  it  is  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  that 
he  finds  his  greatest  pleasure,  and  around  the 
camp  tats  to  recall  those  days  when  he  and  the 
old  comrades  drank  horn  the  same  canteen, 
lor  several  years  lie  served  the  G.  A.  R.  as 
quartern, aster,  and  many  an  unfortunate  com- 
rade has  it  a ‘■on  to  bless  the  band  that  so  closely 
followed  the  motto  F.  C.  ft  L. 

CHARLES  HANSON,  a well-known  retired 
business  man  of  Bridgiport.  is  one  of  the 
leading  Gennan-Americans,  and  in  both  private 
and  public  life  has  shown  the  admirable  qualities 

of  that  enterprising  race  of  people 
e? 


Mr.  Hanson  was  born  December  25,  1843. 
in  Hamburg.  Germany,  where  his  father.  Chris- 
tian Hanson  mow  deceased).  was  in  business  as  a 
grain  dealei.  The  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Margaret  Pfeiffer,  was  also  a native  of  Ger- 
many. and  is  still  living  in  Hamburg.  This 
worthy  couple  had  three  children,  ol  whom  our 
subject  is  the  youngest.  Johanna  is  deceased, 
a>id  Marie  resides  in  Germany. 

During  his  boyhood  Charles  Hanson  acquired 
an  education  in  the  schools  of  Hamburg,  and 
' for  four  wars  he  clerked  in  a grocery  store  there, 
receiving  onlv  his  board  and  some  valuable  ex- 

I ' • 

j pern  ru  e as  recompense.  Attheageof  nineteen 
I he  came  to  the  I’mted  States,  and  for  ten  years 
he  w as  employed  as  clerk  in  a grocery  in  New 
York  City . but  in  1873  he  located  at  Bridgeport 
1 and  engaged  in  a similar  business  on  his  own 
account,  at  the  corner  of  Main  street  and  Rail- 
road aw-niit.  fie  met  with  the  success  which 
his  well-directed  efforts  deserved,  and  in  1891 
I he  retired  with  a comfortable  compett  nee.  Mr. 

I Hanson  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
I politics  as  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
I party,  and  at  times  he  has  been  chosen  to  office 
1 in  the  municipality.  He  was  the  first  Democrat 
honored  with  election  to  the  position  of  aider- 
man  from  the  First  ward,  and  his  t flu.  lent  serv- 
ice so  won  the  approval  of  the  people  that  he 
was  re-elected  for  two  years  longer. 

Mr.  Harmon  married  Missjosephine  Stegkem- 
1 per,  who  w as  born  in  New  York  of  German  ances- 
try, and  they  find  lour  children:  Harry,  F rederick, 
t t.eotge  and  Martha.  The  mother  of  these  dy- 
’ mg.  he  married  Miss  Christina  Heisterherg.  a na- 
, tive  of  New  York  City,  and  by  this  union  he  has 
, two  children.  Emma  and  Florence.  The  family 
1 ts  connected  with  the  German  Lutheran  Church, 
of  w 1 nch  Mr.  Hanson  is  a prominent  member, 

, and  he  also  affiliates  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  be- 
1 longing  to  Steuben  Lodge  No.  83.  and  Bridge- 
| port  Encampment  No.  22. 


CHARLES  F.  WATERBURY.  Prominent 
among  the  merchants  of  Stamford  who  at- 
1 tend  strictly  to  their  own  business  interests,  and 
1 bv  this  smelt  ness  of  purpose  have  won  success, 
i is  Charles  F.  Waterbury.  who  was  born  May  15, 

1 18; 3,  a son  of  David  Waterbury,  grandson  of 
; w illiam  Waterbury.  and  great-grandson  of  Gen. 
David  W aterbury,  of  Stamford.  Connecticut. 
David  W aterbury  was  born  April  17.  1819, 

1 and  dud  November  22,  1894.  His  early  days 
were  spent  in  Stamford,  and  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  town  he  secured  his  literary  training. 
After  having  the  school  room  he  engaged  in  the 
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market  trade,  running  the  sloops  “Rival”  and 
" Henry  Gesner  ” to  New  York  City.  With  the 
advent  of  steamboats  he  changed  his  work  and 
began  to  run  steamboats  from  Stamford  to  New 
York  City.  This  he  continued  until  1867,  when 
he  engaged  in  the  coal  business,  which  he  con- 
tinued until  his  death.  He  married  Sarah  M. 
Selleck,  daughter  of  John  Selleck,  one  of  the 
prominent  residents  of  Stamford.  Eight  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union:  William  T.,  an  em- 

ploye of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & H.  R.  R.  R.  at 
Stamford;  Mary  J.  and  Emily,  both  deceased; 
John  S.,  a farmer;  MaryE'.,  wife  of  E.  S.  Webb, 
of  Stamford;  Sarah  M.:  Charles  F.  and  Lottie 
A.  Though  prominent  in  business  circles,  and 
active  in  the  promotion  of  every  movement  that 
tended  to  the  advancement  of  the  moral  or 
material  welfare  of  the  community,  Mr.  Water- 
bury  invariably  declined  to  accept  public  office. 

Charles  F.  Waterburv  received  his  education 
first  in  Miss  Webb’s  private  school,  and  later  in 
the  public  schools,  finishing  his  school  days  as  a 
pupil  in  the  private  school  of  G.  B.  Glendinning. 
Sometime  after  leaving  school  he  entered  his 
father's  coal  office  and  there  mastered,  in  a most 
practical  way,  the  details  of  a commercial  life. 
On  October  1,  1887,  the  firm  became  D.  Water- 
burv & Son,  and  so  remained  until  1891,  when  1 
the  father  retired,  and  our  subject  has  since  I 
conducted  the  business  successfully.  1 

At  Long  Ridge,  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  Mr.  j 
Waterbary  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Annie  S.  Lockwood,  a daughter  of  Charles  A. 
Lockwood.  This  union  has  been  gladdened  by 
two  children:  David  and  Josephine.  Mr. 

Waterbury  has  greatly  extended  the  scope  of  his  I 
business,  and  now  deals  not  only  in  coal,  but  also  1 
in  wood,  drain  pipe,  etc.  He  attends  faithfully  I 
to  his  business  himself  and  manages  the  whole  1 
in  a most  capable  manner,  keeping  close  in  touch  1 
with  all  parts  of  the  work.  Of  unquestioned  in-  1 
tegrity,  and  in  politics  an  Independent,  he  has  1 
often  been  asked  to  accept  public  office;  but  he 
prefers  the  quieter  life  of  a private  citizen.  He  I 
lakes  no  active  part  in  politics,  though,  well-  I 
posted  as  he  is  on  all  topics  of  the  day.  his  ad- 
vice is  often  sought  bv  the  party  leaders. 


7k  ARON  B.  GILBERT  has  for  about  forty 
vears  run  the  principal  feed  mill  at  Ridge- 
field, and  has  also  engaged  in  farming  and  car- 
pentering during  this  Him. 

Mr.  Gilbert  was  born  August  15,  1838,  in 
Ridgefield,  son  of  Harry  Gilbert,  and  grandson  of 
Ebenezer  Gilbert.  In  his  boyhood  he  received 
the  advantages  afforded  by  the  public  schools  of 


his  birthplace,  attending  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  old.  He  commenced  to  learn  his  trade 
carpentering,  with  his  father,  and  finished  samf 
under  Clark  Scott,  of  North  Salem.  After  tL 
close  of  his  apprenticeship  he  followed  his  trade 
for-several  years,  finally,  in  1858.  takingcharee 
1 of  the  mill  which  his  father  had  established,  and 
which  he  has  ever  since  conducted.  It  is  the 
most  important  mill  of  the  kind  in  the  vicinity, 
and  has  the  largest  patronage.  In  the  meantime 
Mr.  Gilbert  has  not  neglected  his  trade,  but  has 
been  engaged  at  same  and  in  farming,  in  addi- 
tion to  looking  after  his  mill  interests.  Alto- 
gether he  has  succeeded  through  his  unceasing 
industry  and  good  management  in  gaining  a com- 
fortable competence. 

On  June  26.  1861,  Mr.  Gilbert  was  marritc 
to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Loder,  who  is  the  daughter 0: 
Darius  Loder,  and  granddaughter  of  David 
Loder.  Three  children  came  to  bless  this  mat- 
riage.  viz.:  Mary  E.,  born  June  17,  I S63. diei 

September  4,  1863.  Harry,  born  July  18,  ti- 
died September  23,  1867.  Roland  L.,  horn  No- 
vember 1 1 , 1875,  was  married  October  14.  '89: 
to  Miss  Adella  Shultis;  he  is  depot  agent  at 
Cannon  Station.  Mr.  Gilbert  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Ridgefield  M.  E.  Church,  and  has  bee: 
a member  of  its  official  board.  Politically  he  s 
a Democrat  in  sentiment,  but  he  takes  fiw 
practical  interest  in  party  affairs  beyond  cast.nf 
his  vote. 


HENRY  GIESER,  who  owns  and  occupies 
what  is  considered  bv  many  as  the  best- 
kept  estate  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  Fair.eM 
county,  has  led  a comparatively  retired  life :|B(i 
his  removal  here  in  1882,  but  he  has  neverthe.es 
established  a reputation  most  enviable  as  a tnn- 
oughly  experienced  and  successful  agricuhunst. 
and  he  is  regarded  by  all  as  a citizen  of  gen’:.nv 
worth  to  the  community. 

Mr,  Gieser  is  a native  of  the  Fatherland^hc'^ 
ing  been  born  September  18,  1839,  in  the  O'25 
Duchy  of  Baden,  where  his  patents,  John  a"- 
Magdalena  (Bowman)  Gieser.  were  well-'0' 1 
farming  people.  They  had  a family  of 
children,  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  of 
! Henry  is  the  only  one  who  left  Germany  ^ 

I America,  He  received  his  education  in 
country  of  his  birth,  and  was  there  tearw  - 
1 farm  work,  which  has  been  his  life  occupat^o-- 

bidding  farewell  to  his  home  in  tbespnnguD^ 

when  he  set  sail  Irom  Bremen  on  the  "Amenc* 
which  landed  him  in  New  York  nine  days|!l^ 
Ptoceedtng  to  Westchester  county,  N-  G e 
1 gan  life  here  as  a farm  hand,  but  it  was  not  ccr 
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before.  by  industry  and  frugality,  he  was  enabled 
to  buy  land  lor  himself  and  take  up  farming  on 
his  iwn  account.  He  prospered  born  the  start, 
and  he  continued  to  carry  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  Westchester  county  until  April.  t k k r , 
when  he  came  to  ('ns  Cob,  in  the  town  of  Green-  ' 
wich,  Fairfield  to..  ( onn  . with  the  intention  of 
settling  down  to  peaceful  retirement.  His  in- 
dustrious disposition  and  habits,  however,  were 
not  long  in  re-assertmg  themselves,  and,  having  . 
bought  the  John  J Budd  pioperty.  fie  has  devoted 
his  time  and  attetition  to  its  rate  and  improve- 
ment, and  has  also  added  to  the  original  purchase.  , 
He  has  temodeled  the  dwelling  ami  made  numer- 
ous other  ( flanges  for  the  better  m and  about  the 
place,  earning  for  it  the  distinction  it  now  en- 
joys, that  of  being  the  D m kept  in  the  town. 
Mr  Guser  is  quiet  and  urn  stentatious  in  his  walk  ■ 
through  life,  but  fie  is  a man  who  commands  re-  , 
spert  whet  ever  fie  goes,  and  fie  and  his  family 
stand  high  among  the  Inst  residents  in  the  neigh- 
borhood I 

Wluie  living  in  Westc  m-Mer  c ounty  Mr.  Gu  ser 
met  and  married  Miss  ( ,(rohne  A.  Gcscheidt, 
daughter  of  Dt.  A.  G<m  hr  nit.  and  six  children 
have  biessed  this  time  n.  i..  me)y:  1 .« *11  is  H.,  born 
in  August,  tk So:  G.  P.tnM.  bom  in  June.  I SS4 ; ( 
Caroime  I).,  bom  in  July.  tkk;;  Mane  L..  born 
in  Sc ptr-mber,  tkk(>;  jferturt  11.,  bom  |anuary  2,  t 
1889,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  ye  ars ; and  Kosa 
J..  who  died  when  eleven  months  old.  Mrs. 
Girder  was  bum  in  New  York  State,  of  French  1 
and  German  extiaction.  and  tomes  of  an  excel- 
lent family;  she  is  fugfiiv  educated  and  speaks 
three  languages  fluently.  In  religious  connection  ■ 
Mr.  Girder  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  denom- 
ination. hut  he  and  his  wile  attend  the  Episcopal 
( hurch,  to  which  siie  belongs.  He  is  a demo- 
crat in  political  sympathy,  but  beyond  voting 
icgularly  he  takes  littie  acme  muiest  in  politics, 
and  in  local  affairs  fie  s<  lids  the  best  men  re- 
gardless of  party  ties 

FKLDERICK  S.  JFIWF'LL  is  an  agriculturist 
who  has  proven  that  !.iimmg  pays,  even  in 
these  times.  His  pleasant  homestead  in  Pem- 
broke District,  town  of  Danbury,  lias  been  ac- 
quired by  his  own  well-d:it  r ted  e fforts,  and  his 
career  is  an  abject  lesson  in  prist  \ trance  and  in- 
dustry for  all  who  aie  tempted  to  think  that  in 
agricultural  work  at  i<  aM  there  is  no  hope  for 
advancement. 

Mr.  Jewell  was  1><  rn  August  26.  1851.  in  New 
Milford.  Conn.,  the  son  of  Richard  and  grandson 
of  Peter  Jewell.  His  father  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  but  was  also  employed  for  many  I 


years  in  railroad  work,  going  to  different  States 
as  trackman.  He  married  Hannah  Gardiner, 
and  they  had  four  children;  Merritt  Arthur, 
Charles  L. . Fredericks,  (our  subject)  and  Jennie. 

F rede  rick  S.  Jewell  spent  his  early  life  in  New 
Milford,  where  he  received  a common-school 
education  At  the  age  ol  sixteen  he  began  to 
work  upon  a farm,  and  as  the  life  proved  con- 
genial he  continued  for  several  years  with  differ- 
ent fanners.  He  wasted  neither  his  time  nor  his 
money,  and  on  March  5,  1885,  he  invested  his 
savings  in  his  present  place  of  eighty-five  acres, 
going  in  debt,  of  course,  to  a large  amount.  The 
place  has  cost  him  about  $7,000  altogether,  but 
he  has  met  e\ erv  obligation,  and  now  has  laid  by 
considerable  for  a rainy  day.  For  years  he  de- 
voted his  attention  to  raising  tobacco,  and  for 
five  years  be  packed  the  leaves  lor  a Buffalo 
turn,  employing  fifteen  men  throughout  the 
wintertime.  At  present  he  is  especially  inter- 
ested in  dairy  work,  keeping  iiotn  twelve  to 
fifteen  cows 

Mt.  Jewell  married  Miss  Almira  H.  Shute, 
daughter  of  Gilbert  and  MaryC.  (Birdsall)  Shute, 
and  she  has  been  an  admirable  helpmeet.  They 
attend  the  Baptist  Church.  Business  caies  have 
pievented  Mr.  Jewell  from  taking  an  active  part 
m local  aflairs.  but  politically  be  is  a firm  ad- 
herent of  the  Democratic  party. 


H USKY  B.  WHEELER,  proprietor  of  the 
foundry  for  the  manufacture  of  agricultural 
implements  and  hatter's  tools  at  Lyons  Plain, 
pan  held  county,  is  by  virtue  of  his  distinguished 
position  in  public  life,  his  long  tesidence  in  the 
locality,  and  Ins  extensive  business  interests,  en- 
titled to  prominent  mention  in  the  pages  of  this 
work. 

( >tir  subject  is  a native  of  Fairfield  county, 
t onn..  born  June  9,  1831,  in  the  town  of  Weston, 
where  he  received  his  elementary  education  at 
the  district  schools,  subsequently  attending  Eas- 
tern Academy,  from  which  he  graduated.  After 
uaving  ccliool  he  learned  the  trade  of  molder, 
and  in  1873  he  bought  out  the  foundry  of  Brad- 
ley Hull  at  Lyons  Plain,  which  he  has  since  suc- 
cessfully conducted,  manufacturing  chiefly  agri- 
cultural implements  and  hatter's  tools. 

Mr  Wheeler  is  well-known  as  a leader  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  and  his  political 
sagacity  and  judgment  are  held  in  highly  esteem 
by  men  who  are  to-day  in  authority  in  political 
campaigns.  In  1895  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  his  services  in  that  body  abundantly 
justifying  the  selection  of  his  constituents.  He 
has  been  selectman  of  his  village  three  terms, 
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and  in  all  respects  justly  merits  the  esteem  in  wife,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston  ai 
which  he  is  held.  In  religious  faith  he  is  identi-  learned  the  trade  of  molder,  at  which  he  wont* 
fied  with  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Easton.  all  his  life,  establishing  a foundry  at  Westoc 

In  1853  Henry  B.  Wheeler  married  Miss  He  was  an  ardent  Republican  and  held varioss 
Mary  A.  Hull,  daughter  of  Bradley  Hull,  a town  offices.  He  married  Miss  Fannie  Famot 
manufacturer  of  Weston,  and  two  children  came  i and  their  children  were:  Harriet,  wife  of  Da>: 
to  this  union:  Mary  B.,  born  in  the  town  of  1 S.  Bartram;  and  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Henry E 
Weston,  November  25,  1859,  married  Arthur  j Wheeler. 

Mead,  shatter  of  Bethel,  Conn.,  and  they  have  Stephen  Babcock,  grandfather  of  Mr.  Wheel- 
two  children:  Estelle  R.,  born  June  1 2 , 1884  ; j er’s  present  wife,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Met- 
and  Clifford  H.,  born  July  18,  t886.  Henry  F.,  I ris,  Conn.,  and  married  Phoebe  Northrop,  by  j 
born  in  the  town  of  Weston,  May  25,  1871,  | whom  he  had  children  as  follows:  Abbie.to 
graduated  at  the  Danbury  high  school,  afterward  May  20,  1818;  William,  born  June  5.  i8k. 
learned  the  trade  of  molder,  and  is  now  in  busi-  Mary  S.,  born  November  26,  1821;  John,  bon 
ness  with  his  father;  he  married  Miss  Elsie  L.  March  4,  1828;  Charles,  born  May  11,  >83: 
Perry;  they  have  no  children.  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Laura,  born  August  22,  1834;  Edwin,  born  Mi; 
Wheeler  died  in  1871,  and  in  1872  Mr.  Wheeler  I 3,  1837;  Belinda,  born  December  17,  1838; and 
married  Miss  Elsie  M.  Babcock,  who  was  born  at  i Homer,  born  February  20,  1845. 

Red  Hook,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  1,  1851,  John  Babcock,  father  of  Mrs.  Wheeler. 
and  they  had  one  child,  Robert  B , deceased  in  1 born  in  the  town  of  Morris  March  4,  1 828. and 
infancy.  ! was  a lifelong  carpenter.  During  the  Civil  »ar 

Daniel  Wheeler,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  I he  enlisted  in  the  army  from  the  town  of  Eastot. 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston,  Fairfield  county,  ! He  was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  c! 
and  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  at  which  he  I Easton.  He  married  Miss  Sarah Palmatier, wbc 
worked  all  his  life.  He  was  twice  married  and  i was  born  in  1831,  a daughter  of  Francis  aed 
had  three  children:  Eli,  Daniel  and  George.  I Catherine  Palmatier,  and  their  children were*5 
Eli.  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  town  I follows:  Alice  L.,  born  August  1,  1853. 
of  Weston,  Fairfield  county,  and  followed  agri-  1 married  Cyrus  Cook;  Robb  B..  born  August 
cultural  pursuits  all  his  lift.  He  married  Miss  | ) 855.  deceased  in  infancy;  Frederick,  bom  jam- 
Cynthia  Banks,  of  Greenfield  Hill,  and  children  1 ary  8,  1858,  married  to  Hattie  Reynolds;  and 
as  follows  were  born  to  their  union:  Paulina,  I Elsie  M.,  born  June  1,  1851  (Mrs.  Wheeler), 

born  April  7,  J8i6.  married  Morris  Gould;  i 
Sarah  A.,  born  March  30,  1818.  married  William  j 

Cogswell;  Charles,  born  April  17,  1821,  mar-  /TV  L.  MASSINGER,  M.  D.,  a prominent ph) 
ried  Pamelia  Baird,  and  was  a manufacturer  of  | XJj  sician  and  surgeon  of  Bridgeport,  is  a sue- 
boots  and  shoes;  Mary,  born  July  14,  1823,  mar-  1 cessful  exponent  of  the  theories  of  the  homeo- 

ried  Isaiah  Burt;  Eliza,  born  December  16,  pat  hie  school,  and  his  ability  and  skill  are  gen- 

1826,  died  January  29,  1827;  Ezra  B.,  born  erally  recognized  in  the  community. 

August  7,  1828,  married  Julia  Stebbins;  Henry  j The  Doctor  was  born  Novembert  3.  l87OJl 
B.,  our  subject;  and  William  A.,  born  August  I Chalfont,  Penn.,  and  is  of  excellent  ancestry 
19,  1835,  wedded  Helen  Whitlock.  i One  of  his  ancestors  on  the  paternal  side  was11 

Daniel  Hull,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Mary  A.  I English  dramatist  of  note,  and  his  grandfather 
Wheeler,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston.  He  I Massinger,  who  lived  in  Germany,  was  a vet 

was  proficient  in  several  trades,  but  engaged  1 erinarv  surgeon  during  the  Napoleonic  wars, 

chiefly  in  farming.  He  was  a Democrat  in  poli-  I later  was  extensively  engaged  in  business  as 1 1 
tics,  and  he  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  We  have  i tanner  and  manufacturer  of  boots  and  saddles- 
the  following  record  of  his  children:  Mary  mar-  I filling  contracts  for  the  German  army, 

ried  Aaron  Bennett;  Chloe  married  William  Ben-  ' Charles  Massinger,  the  Doctor's  father, 
nett;  Eliza  married  Nathaniel  Wood;  Maria  I born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  America  at  the 
married  John  Wheeler;  Bradley  was  Mrs.  Wheel-  | age  of  sixteen  years.  In  1849 he  looted  it>Col‘ 
er’s  father;  David  married  (first)  a Miss  Taylor,  1 orado,  where  he  became  interested  in 

and  (second)  Eliza  Finch;  Silas;  Arthur;  Aaron  1 profitable  mining  ventures,  and  at  present  he 15 

.married  a Miss  Lockwood;  Samuel  was  twice  I living  in  retirement  in  Pennsylvania.  Hisestima 
married,  first  to  Rosetia  Brown;  Antoinette  I ble  wile,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  A. 
married  (first)  Louis  Rundall,  and  (second)  Aaron  I ler,  is  a native  of  Hilltown,  Penn.,  where  W 
Bennett.  j father  was  a prominent  agriculturist.  Of  t tir 

Bradley  Hull,  father  of  our  subject's  first  j children,  the  eldest,  Charles  J.,  is  a P*1.'-1080 
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and  fuift-on  at  Colling:- wood.  N.  J.  ; Eber  M.  is 
a veterinary  sutgron  at  Pho  mxvilie.  1 run. ; Wes- 
ley H.  follows  the  same  profession  at  Chalfont, 
Penn.;  O.  L. . our  subject,  is  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth;  William  J.  is  now  stinking  law;  Miss 
<~athet:ne  M.  is  taking  a course  in  vocal  culture. 
The  ancestors  in  the  paternal  line  were  Catholics, 
while  the  mother  s family  were  Protestants. 

Duting  his  boyhood  Doctor  Massinger  attend- 
ed the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  when  six- 
teen \ ears  old  entered  brown  s preparatory  school 
in  Philadelphia,  later  attending  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  in  the  same  city,  for  a turn.  He  then 
took  a course  in  the  New  York  \ eteimary  Col- 
lege and  in  Pierces  Business  College  in  Phila- 
delphia. and  completed  his  medical  studies  at  the 
Southern  Homeopathic  College,  at  Baltimore, 
graduating  in  1897.  Since  having  that  institu- 
tion fie  has  been  in  successful  practice  in  Bridge- 
port, where  . lie  already  enpvs  a high  reputation. 
He  is  popular  in  social  life,  being  identified  with 
the  Foresters  of  America.  Marina  Council;  the 
Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle,  at  Challunt,  Penn., 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Ked  Men,  Kon- 
chapotanauh  Tribe  No.  u.  at  Bridgeport,  of 
which  he  is  ••medicine  it. at.  " The  Doctor  is 
unmarried. 


CHARLES  B.  SCHLKCHTWKG,  D.  D.  S., 
of  Stamford,  Fair  held  C o.,  Conn.,  is  one  of 
the  rising  young  men  of  that  town,  and  one  of  itt 
native-born  citizens,  the  dale  of  his  birth  being 
January  30,  1871. 

Doctor  Schlechlwep  is  descended  from 
German  ancestry,  and  is  a son  of  Andrew 
Schkchtweg,  who  was  born  in  Staat-Lingsfeldt, 
Germany,  in  1837.  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  that  country.  At  the  age  o!  seventeen 
years  he  came  to  the  Drilled  States,  and  finally 
settled  at  Glenbrook,  Conti. , where  he  resided 
tor  many  years.  For  twenty-live  years  he  was 
connected  with  the  Phillips  Chemical  Works  at 
Glenbrook,  of  which  he  was  foreman  for  twenty- 
two  years.  At  Glenbrook  fie  married  Miss 
Amelia  Hoffman,  a native  of  Germany,  and  five 
children  were  horn  to  their  union,  namely: 
Libbie,  John  (who  is  a machinist,  and  lives  in 
Sta  mford),  Andrew  ia  gold  and  silver  plater,  of 
Stamford). Charles  B.  and  Amelia.  John  Schlecht- 
weg,  grandfather  of  Doctor  Schkchtweg,  was  a 
shoemaker  in  German}.  He  was  blind  for  ten 
years. 

Dr.  Charles  B.  Schkchtweg  received  his  rudi- 
mentary education  in  Glenbrook,  and  subse- 
quently attended  the  public  schools  at  Stamford. 
When  fifteeD  years  old  he  entered  the  office  of 


Dr.  A.  G.  Weed.  Jr.,  a dentist,  where  he  re- 
mained over  six  years,  acquiring  in  the  meantime 
a practical  knowledge  of  the  demands  of  the  pro- 
fession, which  he  had  decided  to  make  his  life- 
work  Enuring  the  New  York  Dental  School,  he 
1 was  graduated  therefrom  June  3.  1896,  and  the 
! following  month  he  opened  an  office  for  practice 
i at  No.  48  Cottage  Place,  in  Stamford.  Conn., 

! where  he  has  since  been  located.  Though  bis 
! residence  here  has  so  far  been  a brief  one, 
j Doctor  Schkchtweg  has  made  flattering  prog- 
I less  in  his  line,  and  has  established  himself 
as  a reliable  dentist,  worthy  of  the  patronage 
1 ol  the  people  among  whom  he  has  settled. 


THEODORE  H.  OLSEN.  There  is  no  bet- 
ter class  of  citizens  than  those  members  of 
1 the  Sc  atidinavian  races  who  have  settled  among 
I us,  and  by  their  thrift  and  untiring  industry  have 
| gained  prosperity.  The  career  of  the  subject  of 
j this  brief  biography  might  well  serve  as  an  ex- 
| ample  to  any  ambitious  youth  who  must  “find  a 
j way  or  make  it,”  if  be  would  escape  the  pressure 
| of  poverty. 

Mr.  Olsen  was  born  April  25.  J846,  in 

I Christiania,  Norway,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Matbea 
| Olsen,  who  remained  in  the  old  country  through- 
I out  their  lives.  Theodore  H.  is  the  eldest  of 
I three  children,  the  others  being  Joseph  A.,  who 
came  to  New  York  City,  becoming  a successful 
shoe  manufacturer  and,  later,  a restaurant 
keeper,  but  mysteriously  disappeared  a few  years 
ago,  nothing  having  since  been  heard  from  or  oJ 
him  (he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic 
| Fraternity);  and  John,  who  died  in  early  man- 
| hood. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
I his  native  land,  and  as  his  father  was  a shoe- 
maker he  was  made  familiar  with  the  details  of 
that  business  during  his  boyhood.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  be  crossed  the  ocean  to  seek  his  fort- 
I une  in  this  country,  and  locating  at  Norwalk  he 
1 entered  the  employ  of  an  uncle,  O.  S.  Eskelsen, 

1 an  extensive  manufacturer  and  dealer  in  shoes. 

I On  his  arrival  Mr.  Olsen  was  entirely  without 
| funds,  so  that  he  had  to  begin  at  the  very  foot  of 
! the  ladder.  For  many  years  he  worked  at  the 
I bench,  occasionally  being  called  upon  to  wait 
| upon  customers,  and  when  his  uncle  sold  the 
i establishment  to  A.  H.  Hoyt,  the  latter  was  glad 
! to  retain  the  services  of  such  a faithful  and  com- 
petent helper.  After  working  for  Mr.  Hoyt  for 
about  twelve  years  Mr.  Olsen  formed  a partner- 
ship with  Moses  H.  Glover,  and  opened  a shoe 
] store  and  shop  in  Norwalk.  This  venture  proved 
; successful,  and  after  a time  they  purchased 
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another  establishment  in  that  city,  known  as  the 
“ Star  Store.”  Not  long  afterward  they  bought 
a store  in  South  Norwalk  from  Lounsbury, 
Matthewson  & Co.,  and  transferred  to  it  the 
stock  from  their  previous  purchase.  For  about 
eight  years  the  partnership  was  continued,  Mr. 
Olsen  taking  charge  of  one  store,  Mr.  Glover 
taking  the  other,  and  then  the  firm  was  dissolved, 
Mr.  Olsen  receiving  the  South  Norwalk  estab- 
lishment as  his  share.  The  agreement  went  into 
effect  July  l,  1893,  and  since  that  date  Mr. 
Olsen  has  been  in  business  alone.  Without 
doubt  his  store  is  now  the  best  of  the  kind  to  be 
found  in  that  locality.  He  has  a large  and 
profitable  trade,  and  it  is  interesting  to  observe 
that  he  attributes  his  success  to  hard  work, 
judicious  management,  and  close  attention  to 
business.  In  fact,  as  he  says,  one  word  covers 
it  all,  and  that  is  ••attention.'' 

While  Mr.  Olsen  stands  high  in  business  cir- 
cles, he  is  no  less  esteemed  as  a private  citizen, 
being  always  ready  to  encourage  any  worthy 
movement.  He  has  not  entered  into  practical 
politics,  but  takes  much  interest  in.the  questions 
of  the  day.  and  is  a strong  believer  in  Repub- 
lican principles.  His  first  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Theresa  Colgrove,  was  of  English 
descent,  but  born  in  this  country,  her  family 
having  been  identified  with  New  York  State  for 
many  years.  She  died  in  August,  1891,  and  on 
May  30.  1892,  Mr.  Olsen  married  Miss  Lucinda 
June,  a cousin  of  his  first  wife.  He  has  had 
three  children,  all  by  the  first  marriage:  William 
and  Theodore  are  now  conducting  a shoe  business 
at  Norwalk,  under  the  firm  name  of  Olsen 
Brothers,  and  Miss  May  is  at  home 

T^TflRAM  J.  STEVENS  is  a well-known  agri- 
Jiyijj  culturist  and  dairyman,  whose  independ- 
ence and  thrift  are  displayed  in  the  successful 
management  of  a small  but  productive  farm,  in 
Pembroke  District,  town  of  Danbury. 

Our  subject  is  a native  of  that  town,  having 
been  born  August  19,  1S49.  in  King  Street. 
George  E.  Stevens,  his  father,  was  a carpenter 
and  boxmaker  by  trade  He  married  Clarissa 
Sevmour,  who  is  now  living  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-six  years,  and  this  worthy  couple  had 
four  children:  George  E..  Niram  ].,  Luzon  T., 

and  Charles,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Niram  J.  Stevens  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  sixteen 
began  to  learn  the  hatter  s trade  with  the  firm  of 
George  Hickok  & Co.,  of  Bethel.  After  three 
years’  work  with  them  he  completed  his  appren- 
ticeship with  Mallory  V Co.,  learning  all  the  de- 


tails of  the  trade.  Later  he  engaged  in  carpet- 
tering  and  boxmaking,  but  thinking  a countiyliie 
more  desirable  than  that  of  the  town,  he  began, 
in  1882,  to  work  upon  a farm,  and  in  1884  lit 
purchased  the  estate  upon  which  he  now  reside 
It  contains  about  sixty  acres  of  excellent  land, 
which  he  devotes  to  general  crops,  including 
corn  and  hay,  and  he  also  keeps  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  cattle.  He  sells  his  milk,  and  for  that 
branch  of  his  business  and  other  work  upon  the 
farm  he  keeps  three  horses. 

Mr.  Stevens  married,  for  his  first  wife.  Miss 
Lucy  J.  Birdsall.  daughter  of  Sheldon  and  Eunice 
(Knapp)  Birdsall,  and  after  her  decease  wedded 
Miss  Mary  J.  Shute,  daughter  of  Gilbert  and 
Caroline  (Birdsall)  Shute.  One  son  came  to  the 
first  marriage,'  Ernest  P.,  born  June  22,  18;:: 
he  was  killed  March  23,  1893,  on  the  Danbury 
& Norwalk  railroad. 

Mr.  Stevens  is  a man  of  independent  thought, 
and  in  political  matters  he  follows  his  own  judg- 
ment as  to  the  best  men  and  measures,  voting 
according  to  the  issues  at  stake  at  the  particular 
time.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  A.  0. 
U.  W. 


AJOR  MICHAEL  KELLY,  a veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  is  now  a prominent  resident 
1 of  Bridgeport,  and  this  brief  yet  suggestive  story 
I of  his  honorable  and  useful  career  will  be  read 
I with  interest. 

The  Major  was  born  September  n,  1838.® 

I County  Roscommon,  Ireland,  son  of  Thomasaud 
| Mary  (Moran)  Kelly.  The  lather,  whowasalso 
a native  of  County  Roscommon,  came  to  America 
with  his  family  in  1849  and  engaged  in  larming 
in  the  town  of  Sharon,  Litchfield  Co..  Conn 
Our  subject  was  one  of  seven  children,  six  sons 
and  one  daughter,  and  four  of  the  sons  served  as 
soldiers  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Rebellion. 

Michael  Kelly's  education  was  begun  in  the 
National  schools  of  Ireland,  and  after  coming  to 
this  country  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Sharon,  Conn.,  and  the  seminary 
at  Amenia,  N.  Y.,  where  he  completed  a 
years'  course.  He  learned  the  iron  molders 
trade  at  Sharon,  and  during  the  first  year  of  the 
Civil  war  he  worked  at  making  shot  and  shell  it 
Sharon  while  keeping  up  with  his  classes  in'® 
seminary  in  three  studies.  On  July  29, 1862. he 
enlisted,  at  Sharon,  in  the  loth  Conn.  V L 
afterward  the  2d  Conn.  Heavy  Artillery. 
following  record  of  his  service  and  promotions 
we  find  in  the  history  of  his  regiment,  written  by 
Captain  Coe,  now  in  command  of  the  Solmej5 
Home  at  N'oroton,  Conn.:  “Maj.  Michael  Ke  y 
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enlisted  in  the  loth  Conn.  V.  I.  at  Sharon,  ' 
Conn.,  July  29,  1 802.  and  was  mustered  into  the 
Cnited  States  ser\ice  as  first  sergeant.  September 
II,  |MC;  promoted  to  second  lieutenant  ol  Com-  ' 
pany  F.  Man  h 6.  18O4;  to  mst  lieutenant  o(  : 
t otnpanv  L.  December  20.  1804;  to  captain  of 
Company  G,  March  15,  1 St  > 5 : to  major,  hv 
hre\et,  April  2.  1865;  niusteted  cult  ol  service 
August  18.  18O5  " On  Ins  return  home  the  1 

Major  followed  his  trade  with  the  Howe  Sewing 
Machine  C otnpany.  in  Bridgeport.  Conn.,  lor  ! 
many  pars,  and  later  was  connected  with  the  1 
Bridgeport  Malleable  Iron  Company,  but  he  re-  1 
tired  from  active  labor  about  )8<*.  on  account  1 
of  ill-health  1 

Major  Kelly  was  married,  in  New  Haven,  ' 
Ci  nn.,  to  Miss  Margaret  K<  anion,  and  they  have  1 
had  tight  children:  Mary  l.onise.  Elizabeth.  1 

A!  bit,  Helena.  Margaret,  Agnes.  Lillian,  and  ■ 
brancis  Joseph  'deceased  . The  family  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Cathode  Church  of  Fridge  port,  of  1 
which  t fie  Major  is  a leading  member.  1 or  many 
v i ars  he  has  been  an  active  w 1 >r  ki  t in  H lias  Howe  i 
I ost.  (.  A.  K.  and  at  pit  -t  nt  he  is  v it  e- president  1 
of  the  St  1 ond  ( orinect ic lit  1 it  avv  Artillery  Asso-  1 
nation  1 

I 

I 

GEORGE  G.  Dl  RANI,  a prominent  repre-  I 
Mutative  citizen  of  Fetfiel.  Fairfield  county,  I 
< on.es  of  an  old  and  highly-h*  nored  New  Eng-  1 
land  family.  His  grandfather,  benjamin  Du- 
rant, was  a well-known  resident  of  Redding,  1 
( onn.,  for  a numbered  years.  He  was  of  French  I 
am  estry.  1 

l reston  Durant,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  having  been  horn  at  1 
Redding  October  2 l , i;yo.  Learning  the  trade  I 
cd  hatter  in  his  native  city,  he  followed  it  the 
greater  part  of  his  hie.  at  b.rst  in  Monticello,  1 
buffalo  and  Batavia.  N.  Y..  consecutively,  and 
in  1850  moving  to  bethel,  where  lie  engaged  in 
business ; he  died  there  ln-c  ember  9.  1875.  On  ' 
October  1,  1823,  at  Redding.  Conn.,  Mr.  Durant  I 
married  Betsey  Gilbert,  who  was  born  June  3, 
1803,  a daughter  of  Irhabod  Gilbert,  and  chil- 
dren as  follows  came  to  this  union:  Lydia,  born 
August  3,  1824,  died  September  24,  1878; 
Susan,  born  January  28.  1826.  is  the  widow  of  , 
Oliver  Stone;  Eunice  (Mrs.  Norton),  born  July  j 
7.  1828,  died  February  28.  1892;  Maria,  born 
August  18,  1830.  married  bromine  Barnum;  1 

Julia  A.,  born  July  16.  1833.  died  October  12,  j 
1834;  Margaret  A.,  born  February  2,  1836.  is  > 
the  widow  of  Henry  H.  Taylor,  who  was  an  at- 
torney at  Yonkers,  N.  Y. : Charles  P. , born  Au-  ; 
gust  18,  1838,  became  a member  of  the  1 2th  N.  1 


Y.  V.  I.,  and  died  September  l.  18O1,  in  Libby 
prison:  George  Gilbert  is  the  subject  proper  of 
these  hues,  lulia  Frances,  born  September  8, 
1846.  married  Allen  Taylor,  and  died  February 
to.  1 875:  William  Howard,  born  May  1.  1852. 
died  December  3.  1856.  The  mother  of  these 
passed  from  earth  November  20,  1883. 

Geotge  G.  Durant,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  born  June  12.  1842,  in  Batavia.  N.  Y., 
where  be  received  his  elementary  education, 
later  attending  the  public  schools  of  Bethel, 
Conn.,  and  Burton  Bradley’s  Boarding  School, 
at  Redding,  Conn.  In  1859  he  was  apprenticed 
to  Giles  M.  Hovt,  hat  manufacturer,  of  Grassy 
Plain.  Conn,,  with  whom  he  remained  ten  years, 
becoming  foreman  and  finally  superintendent  of 
the  establishment.  In  1870,  at  the  ••Willows.” 
he  comim  need  business  in  the  same  lirie  for  his 
own  at  fount  aiong  with  a Mr.  Reid,  the  firm 
name  being  Reid  6c  Durant  for  six  months,  at 
the  end  ol  which  time  it  became  Reid.  Durant  6c 
Barmin, . In  1871.  Mr.  Durant  embarked  in 
business  aioiie  in  Bethel,  near  the  ••Fountain,” 
where  iie  remained  until  1884,  from  which  year 
until  189c  he  retired  from  the  hat-maniiiacluimg 
industry,  engaging  in  the  real-estate  business  in 
Bethel  and  Danbury.  In  the  first-named  city  he 
opened  up  Fleetwood  avenue,  sold  the  land  and 
loaned  the  money;  in  Danbury  he  opened  up 
Durant  street;  he  is  still  in  this  line,  doing  a 
comfortable  business.  In  1895  Mr.  Durant  be- 
came a member  of  the  firm  of  Andrews,  McKen- 
zie <Y  Durant,  hat  manufacturers,  which  con- 
tinued lor  six  months,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  the  firm  of  Durant  & Andrews  <(.eorge  G. 
Durant  and  Elgin  S.  Andrews!  was  organized  for 
the  manufacture  of  stiff  derby  hats.  The  factory 
our  subject  had  near  the  ••  Fountain.  ” the  largest 
in  Bethel,  was  burned  in  1893;  his  present  place 
gives  employment  to  some  two  hundred  hands. 

In  January,  1868,  our  subject  was  marriedto 
Alice  Thompson  Benjamin,  and  they  have  had 
children  as  follows:  Nellie,  born  January  30, 
1873.  died  August  17,  1873;  Bessie  A.,  born  July 
28,  1874;  George  Gilbert,  Jr.,  horn  December 
19,  1881;  Mary  F.,  born  February  20.  1876.  died 
June  3,  1878;  and  Alice,  born  November  22, 
1883.  A Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Durant  has 
served  as  selectman,  constable,  member  of  the 
grand  jury,  etc.,  and  in  1883  was  elected  repre- 
sentative to  the  State  Legislature  for  one  term. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  Eureka  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  Bethel;  Euieka  Chapter,  at  Danbury; 
Lafayette  Consistory.  R.  S.  M.,  and  Pyramid 
Temple.  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Bridge- 
port. ( onn.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a member  of 
the  Congiegational  Church,  in  which  he  holds  the 
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office  of  trustee.  In  civic  matters  he  is  one  of  curring  December  J,  1845.  His  wife,  Desire 
the  commissioners  of  Putnam  Park  and  treasurer  (Sears),  was  born  May  25,  1778,  a daughterc! 
of  same.  Knowles  and  Susan  (Townsend)  Sears,  of  Ridge- 

Anna  Hickok,  mother  of  Mrs.  George  G.  Du-  field.  Conn.,  and  died  February  17,  1879.  when 
rant,  was  a daughter  of  Daniel  Hickok  (born  1 over  one  hundred  years  of  ape.  This  worthy 
1771,  died  1821),  son  of  Capt.  Daniel  Hickok,  son  ! couple  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  our sub'tri 
of  Ebenezer  (born  1691,  died  1774).  son  of  Sam-  [ was  the  youngest.  (1)  John  S.,  born  October ?c. 
uel  (born  1669,  died  1713),  son  of  Samuel  (died  1797,  died  August  4,  1885,  was  married  in  Df- 
1694),  son  of  William  Hickok.  cember,  1826,  to  Miss  Eliza  Earle,  and  settled 

John  Benjamin,  paternal  great-great-grand-  in  New  York  City.  (2)  Albert,  born  June  7, 1795. 
father  of  Mrs.  Durant,  was  born  in  1700,  and  was  married  (fust)  on  February  20,  1828,10 
died  April  13,  1773.  He  was  a son  of  John  Jane  Low,  and  (second)  on  November  2, 1854. 
Benjamin,  whose  father,  also  named  John,  was  to  Harriet  Vicks.  By  the  first  union  he  had 
born  in  England,  and  died  in  June,  1645.  Capt.  eight  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth 
George  Benjamin,  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  are  as  follows:  John  Albert,  November 25, 1829; 
Durant,  was  born  September  28,  1734.  married  DeWitt  Clinton,  July  24,  1831;  Aaron  Palme. 
February  15,  1756,  to  Mary  Howe,  who  was  November  19,  1834;  Mary  Louise,  August  3c, 
born  August  22,  1737.  He  served  as  a captain  1837;  James  Curtis,  September  8,  1S40;  Ade- 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Gideon  Benjamin,  his  laide,  November  23,  1845;  Albert,  Jr.,  March!, 
son,  was  born  in  November,  1759,  and  died Janu-  1847;  David  DeLong,  January  1 2,  1849.  Me 
ary  16.  1841.  Hiram  Benjamin,  father  of  Mrs.  second  wife  he  had  one  son,  Arthur  W.,  hors 
Durant,  was  born  at  Stratford.  Conn.,  and  mar-  March  2,  1856.  (3)  Adaline,  born  February2i, 

ried  Anna  Hickok,  who  was  born  in  1800,  and  1801,  died  December  17,  1836,  was  married 
died  in  1865.  Their  children,  twelve  in  number,  September  5,  1825,  to  James  St.  John.  They 
were  named  respectively:  Emily.  Eliza,  Sarah,  had  two  children — Sylvester,  who  is  new  living 
Lucy.  Theodore.  Edward,  Mary,  Martha.  Frank-  in  Michigan,  and  Lucy  Ann,  who  was  a mis 
lin,  Susan,  Edward  G.  and  Alice  Thompson.  sionary  to  China  for  twenty-eight  years,  the  wife 

of  Miles  Knowlton,  who  died  there.  (4)  Lucy. 

born  July  1,  1803,  died  June  23,  1887,  was rosr- 

M'lRAM  DELOS  GREGORY.  One  of  the  ried  to  James  Benedict,  of  Albany, N.  V., 

oldest  and  best  farms  in  the  town  of  Dan-  i,  1828,  and  had  two  childcen— Ezra  and  Mary 

bury  is  the  Gregory  homestead  in  Middle  River  Amelia.  (5)  Ezra,  born  April  8,  1805.  died 
District.  This  estate,  which  contains  more  than  March  16,-1826,  unmarried.  (6)  Mary,  bom 
three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  choice  land,  November  21,-1808,  died  in  1885,  was  married 
was  purchased  from  the  Indians  in  pre-Revolu-  October  7,  1829,  to  Levi  Starr  Benedict,  of 
tionary  days  by  John  Gregory,  the  grandfather  Danbury,  arid  had  three  children— Charles H. 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  has  ever  since  James  A.,  and  Albert  G.  (7)  Hiram  (1). bora 
been  owned  aud  occupied  by  his  descendants.  August  2,  1 810.  died  October  10. 1821.  (8)  James 
The  family  is  of  English  origin,  but  at  present  C.,  born  May  8,  1812,  died  February 4. 
there  is  little  data  accessible  as  to  the  early  his-  unmarried.  (9)  Keziah,  bom  May  23.  r8i7.  is 
tory,  except  that  Henry  Gregory  came  from  1 now  the  widow  of  Herman  Stevens,  of  Nap*0- 
Dorchester,  England,  with  early  settlers  of  Con-  1 och.  N.Y.  She  has  five  children— James,  *ho 
necticut.  He  was  in  Springfield.  Mass.,  in  1637:  1 married;  Joseph,  unmarried;  Ezra,  who  «* 
subsequently'  came  to  Norwalk.  Conn.,  and  died  1 married  November  12,  1891,  to  Miss  Ida  A. 
in  Stratford,  this  State.  He  was  a cadet  forthe  I Pitcher,  of  Albany,  and  is  now  deceased;  W- 
house  of  Gregory,  of  Leicestershire  and  Notting-  ! iam,  who  married  Miss  Emma  Hornbeck.  daugb- 
ham,  England,  in  their  pedigree  he  is  set  down  i ter  of  Jacob  Hornbeck,  of  Napanoch,  N.Y.:»w 
as  "Henry  of  Boston  ’’  ! Lucy,  wife  of  Augustus  Whiteley,  of  the  same 

)ohn  Gregory,  of  Norwalk.  Conn.,  a descend-  I city.  (10)  Susanna,  bom  August  27.  18:2. dies 
ant  of  Henry  Gregory,  was  first  married  to  Ke-  I December  9 of  the  same  year, 
ziah  Curtis,  of  Sharon.  Conn.,  November  22,  (11)  Hiram  D.  Gregory  was  born  September 

1763.  who  died  March  17,  1787.  and  he  subse-  1 28,  1823.  at  the  homestead  where  he  has  ajwy5 
quently  married  Ruth  St.  John,  of  Sharon,  1 resided.  The  district  schools  of  the  locality »• 
Conn.,  July  6.  178S.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  a I forded  him  his  only  educational  privileges. aw 

son.  Caleb  C.,  our  subject's  father,  who  was  ! at  an  early  age  he  began  to  render  effective  help 

born  at  the  homestead  July  8,  1771.  and  passed  I in  the  farm  work.  This  practical  training 
his  life  there  as  an  agriculturist,  his  death  oc-  1 pared  him  to  take  up  in  his  turn  the  manage- 
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iiicnt  of  the  place,  which  shows  excellent  care. 
Daily  work  is  an  important  and  profitable  depart- 
ment. and  he  kce{>s  from  forty  to  fifty  cows. 
While  Mr  Gregory  has  not  been  especially  active 
in  local  politics,  fie  ic  a stanch  supporter  of  Re- 
jHibiu  an  doctrines,  and  is  in  sympathy  with  all 
progressive  rnoxeinents.  For  many  vtarshe  iias 
been  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Dan- 
bury. 

On  November  13,  1844.  Mr.  Gregory  mar- 
ried M;*s  Harriet  Eva’inc  Dann.  who  was  born 
in  June.  1821.  a daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
•(  Ka  msdelli  Dann.  the  former  a native  of  Salem, 
N.  V.,  and  the  latter  ol  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Mrs.  Gregory  passed  to  the  unseen  world  on 
January  30.  1S01.  Of  the  two  children  born  to 
this  union  James  Smith  Gregory  survives;  the 
second.  William  Arthur,  born  September  7, 
1851,  died  May  19.  1873,  aped  twentv -one  wars, 
nine  months  and  twenty-thr<  e da\s  He  was  a 
voung  u,.m  of  line  promise,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  d*ath  was  a student  of  Yale  Coliepe 

James  Smith  Gregory  was  born  Aupust  3, 
1S45.  and  "as  educated  in  part  at  the  district 
schools  of  the  locality,  and  in  paTt  at  a private 
school  in  Danbury  taught  by  Frederick  Jackson. 
Since  completing  Ins  course  in  the  latter  institu- 
tion lie  has  dt  voted  his  attention  to  the  manage- 
ment  of  the  farm,  of  which  he  now  has  entire 
■charge.  Dike  his  father  he  is  a steadfast  Repub- 
lican. and  he  attends  the  Baptist  Church,  o( 
which  lus  father  and  wife  are  also  members.  On 
January  8,  1873.  he  was  married  to  Miss  Isadora 
A.  Gilbert,  daughter  of  Georpe  H.  and  Hannah 
A.  (Banks)  Gilbert,  the  former  of  whom  died 
March  2,  1898.  Her  paternal  prandparents  were 
Harvey  and  Sallv  (Hull)  Gilbert,  of  a family  old 
and  prominent  in  Kidpefield,  Conn.  On  the 
maternal  side  she  is  a granddaughter  of  Alva  and 
Eliza  Gapei  Banks.  Her  brother.  Dr.  G.  A. 
Gilbert,  a well-known  physiran  and  suipeon  of 
Danbury,  and  for  a long  time  member  of  the 
board  of  education  of  that  town,  is  now  engaged 
in  writing  a biography  of  Gen.  Patrick  Ferguson, 
■of  Revolutionary  fame.  James  S.  Gregory  and 
wife  have  one  son,  William  Arthur,  born  October 
22,  18;;.  married  Cora  E.  Howes,  May  18, 
1898;  he  is  now  at  home  assisting  in  the  dairy 
business. 


Benjamin  h.  gilbert,  oi  the  De-Land 

iV  Gilbert  Company,  widely  known  as  man- 
ufacturers of  toilet  soaps.  BranchviUe,  is  one  of 
the  most  progressive  and  energetic  young  busi- 
ness men  of  Fairfield  county.  He  was  burn  at 
Georgetown,  N".  V.,  April  18,  18O3.  and  lus  first 


ancestor,  of  whom  we  have  record,  settled  at  New 
Rochelle,  New  York  State. 

William  J.  Gilbert,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  April  14.  1814.  at  Wilton,  Conn.,  a son  of 
Benjamin  and  Charlotte  (Birchard)  Gilbert,  the 
former  of  whom  carried  on  an  extensive  wire 
factory.  William  J.  and  his  brother  Edwin  were 
partners  with  their  father,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1 1872  the  business  was  incorporated.  William  J. 

1 continuing  with  same  as  a director  until  1S82. 

I when  he  became  president  of  the  company,  and 
| so  continued  until  his  death.  Fie  was  salesman 
1 for  the  firm  on  the  road,  and  found  the  market 
for  the  output  of  the  factory,  traveling  from  the 
time  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  until  he  was 
\ three-score  and  ten,  to  w-ithin  a week  of  his 
1 death.  He  and  hts  brother  were  the  dt  jacto 
managers  of  the  business,  the  magnitude  of  which 
, may  be  estimated  when  we  state  that  employ- 
1 meiit  was  given  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  hands. 

William  J.  Gilbert  married  Harriet  Augusta 
I Howe,  a daughter  of  George  C.  Howe,  a jeweler 
of  New  York  City,  and  children  as  follows  blessed 
their  union;  Benjamin  Howe  is  our  subject; 
Georpe  C.,  born  August  27,  1865,  is  now  in  the 
perfumery  business  at  Ontario,  Cal. ; William  H., 
born  June  J,  1867,  lives  in  the  town  of  Wilton; 
Elizabeth  G.,  born  July  3,  1869,  is  the  wife  of 
Walter  C.  Townsend,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.  The  fa- 
ther died  May  1 1 , 1884,  the  mother,  on  August 
8,  1892. 

Benjamin  H.  Gilbert,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  received  his  education  at  the  public 
schools  of  Georgetown  and  Wilton,  Conn.,  and 
the  private  school  of  Doctor  Fitch,  in  Norwalk. 
When  sixteen  years  old  he  went  to  New  York 
City  and  found  a position  in  the  wire  business  of 
the  Gilbert  & Bennett  Manufacturing  Company, 
where  he  remained  from  1 88 1 to  1885,  in  the 
latter  year  commencing  the  manufacture  of  per- 
fume along  with  his  brother.  George  C.,  under 
the  firm  style  ol  Gilbert  Brothers;  later  their  uncle 
j Edwin  came  into  the  firm,  the  name  of  which  was 
1 then  changed  to  The  Gilbert  Extract  and  Per- 
I fume  Company,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years  Ben- 
j jamin  H.  sold  out  to  his  uncle. 

Early  in  the  fall  of  1888  our  subject  began 
1 the  manufacture  ol  toilet  soap,  operating  the  busi- 
ness alone  for  about  a year,  when  he  sold  out  to 
the  Osborn  & Lincoln  Soap  Company,  a com- 
1 pany  capitalized  at  $50,000,  Mr.  Gilbert  holding 
J the  position  of  soapmaker  until  1892,  in  which 
year  the  business  was  discontinued  on  account  of 
trade  depression.  In  1893  Mr.  Gilbert  formed  a 
, partnership  with  F.  H.  DeLand,  of  New  York 
City,  the  nrm  name  being  DeLand  & Gilbert,  but 
, in  1895  it  became  a stock  company  known  as  the 
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DeLand  &•  Gilbert  Company.  Mr.  Gilbert  has  I 
built  up  an  extensive  trade  “on  the  road,”  and  I 
it  is  his  opinion  that  the  grand  secret  of  their  | 
success  has  been  and  is  the  manufacturing  and  j 
selling  of  pure  goods  only.  From  eighteen  to  | 
twenty  hands  are  employed  the  year  around. 

On  October  3,  1886,  Mr.  Gilbert  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sarah  L.  Renaud,  of  Cannon,  Fair- 
field  county,  and  five  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  named,  respectively:  Grace,  Charlotte, 

Edwin,  Ruth  and  Naomi.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  i 
Georgetown;  in  politics  he  is  a Republican;  and,  i 
socially,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Lodge  at  Milford.  He  is  a useful,  loyal  citizen, 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  public 
affairs,  and  in  business  he  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  careful  and  conservative  of  men. 


JV  NDREW  B.  GORHAM,  M.  D. , was  born 
in  the  town  of  Weston,  Conn.,  January  1, 
1831.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the 
district  schools  of  the  time,  and  later  he  attended 
Redding  Academy,  and  in  1870  he  graduated 
from  the  Medical  department  of  Yale  College.  1 
Then  removing  to  the  town  of  Wilton.  Conn.,  i 
he  began  there  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and 
has  since  built  up  an  extensive  and  profitable 
clientele. 

At  the  present  time  Doctor  Gorham  is  post 
surgeon  of  Fairfield  county,  and  he  is  a member 
of  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society,  hav- 
ing as  a surgeon  had  wide  experience.  Doctor 
Gorham  is  a member  of  Ark  Lodge  No.  39,  F. 

A:  A.  M.,  of  Georgetown,  Conn.,  and  in  politics 
he  is  a Republican.  He  married  Miss  Deborah 
Hill,  who  was  born  October  7,  1851,  a daughter 
of  Moses  and  Mary  (Goodsell)  Hill,  the  former  of 
whom  is  a prosperous  farmer  of  Redding,  Conn. 
Doctor  and  Mrs.  Gorman  have  no  children.* 

Isaac  Gorham,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Redding,  and  was  there 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  from  which 
time  on  he  gave  his  entire  attention  to  farming. 
He  married  Miss  Adaline  Bennett,  a daughter  of 
Ezra  and  Esther  (Prince)  Bennett,  and  by  her 
had  two  children:  George  M..  who  married 

Angeline  Buckley;  and  Mary  E.,  who  married 
Andiew  L.  Winton. 

Geoige  M.  Gorham,  father  of  Doctor  Gor- 
ham. was  born  in  the  town  of  Redding.  Conn.,  | 
in  1820.  After  receiving  his  education  in  the  | 
common  schools  he  learned  the  blacksmith’s 
trade,  and  worked  at  same  for  some  time;  later 
be  established  himself  in  a general  store  in  the 
town  of  Weston,  Conn.,  and  conducted  it  most 


of  his  life.  While  Mr.  Gorham  lived  a cor.-::?-  I 
tent  and  exemplary  Christian  life,  yet  he  me  I 
joined  a Church  or  subscribed  to  any  creed,  ft  j 
was  a man  of  broad  views  and  liberal  thorp:  I 
and  was  charitable  and  tolerant  toward  all.  & I 
married  Miss  Angeline  Buckley,  who  was  to: I 
Weston,  a daughter  of  Aaron  and  Anna  BocV.:  I 
the  former  of  whom  was  an  extensive  axe  mar.-  I 
facturer  of  Weston,  Conn.,  and  children  as  it  I 
lows  were  born  of  this  marriage:  Frank.  *lt  I 
married  Fannie  Salmon;  Mary,  who  died  yoctc.  I 
and  Andrew  B..  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  1 

Frank  Gorham,  brother  of  Doctor  GorFar.  I 
was  born  in  Weston,  Conn.,  in  Septemw.  I 
1852,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  «:!»’■  I 
of  that  town.  He  gradauated  from  the  Medira.  I 
department  of  Yale  College,  class  of  '76.  in  be-  I 
medicine  and  surgery.  Returning  then  tc  tr-  I 
town  of  Weston,  he  there  began  the  practice c I 
his  profession,  and  has  now  a large  and  pron:a-  J 
ble  practice.  He  is  a member  ol  the  Fa"  I 
field  County  Medical  Society,  and  is  rr.rdm  I 
examiner  lor  the  town  of  Weston.  He  hat  I 
given  some  little  attention  to  politics,  and  *2  1 
elected  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  to  rep-  I 
sent  his  town.  He  married  Miss  Fannie  Saimc:  | 

a daughter  of  Morrts  and  Bettie  Salmon,  of ff  | 
town  of  Weston.  Dr.  Frank  and  Mrs.  Gctssc  I 
have  no  children.  | 

Following  is  a brief  genealogy  of  the  tarn: v | 
of  Dr.  Andrew  B.  Gorham's  wile,  Pew  at  | 
Hill.  It  is  front  a “Genealogy  of  the  Hi.  I 
Family.”  compiled  by  Moses  Hill,  her  fathtt  I 
The  first  ancestor  of  the  Hill  family  to  arrive  I 
this  countrv  was  William  Hill,  who,  in  iG  I 
upon  his  arrival  in  the  country,  sojourned  I 
awhile  at  Dorchester.  Mass.  After  a time  hert- 
moved  to  Windsor,  on  the  Connecticut  river,  «!>«* 
he  bought  a farm  and  set  out  an  orchard 
iam  Hill  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  had  the  (ch  “ t.  . 
children:  Sarah.  William,  Joseph,  lpraJi,c£' 

James  and  Elizabeth.  The  father  of  these  ch  - e- 
died,  it  is  believed,  in  1659. 

I William  Hill  (2),  who  was  born,  pm -•’-d 
about  1633  or  1654.  by  his  wife,  Sarah,  hae Ci'' j 
dren,  as  follows:  Sarah,  who  married  K 
Widdon;  William,  next  in  line;  Joseph.  "J0  1 
without  children,  in  1696;  John,  who  die  ■ 
1727;  Eliphalei.  who  died  in  1695 ; lguatnrs 3. 
James. 

William  Hill  (3)  had  the  following  cW®'. 
Sarah:  William,  who  died  in  1 739* J0-eF 1 “ 
David,  who  died  in  1737.  .. 

William  Hill  (4).  called  Deacon  \ ■ ■ 

Hill,  had  by  his  wife  Sarah  children  as  ^ . 
Joseph:  William,  who  died  in  1 77 5 • an  ‘ 

Deacon  Joseph  Hill,  born  April  1,  ,c99-  ’ 
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ied  Abigail  Dimon,  March  3c>.  1731.  died  April 
1774.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Abi- 
;ai!.  born  March  2 1,  1 73-;  Sarah.  born  August 
21.  1733;  David,  born  April  22.  1737.  and  died 
March  20,  17O0;  Ebenezer.  born  February  2(  . 
1742.  and  died  March  27,  1 7 98 , Jabez,  born  lune 
17,  1744.  died  October  9.  1799.  a nd  Moses,  born 
January  I I.  1748.  died  October  3.  1 7 7 7 . Of  these 
children.  Abigail  married  David  Gould.  and  had 
tight  children:  Dimon.  David.  Sarah.  Eunice. 
Abigail.  Esther,  Mabel  and  Charity,  and  died  in 
E'airtield  county  at  an  ad\  anced  ape.  Sarah  mar- 
ried W illiam  W'aheman.  and  lived  and  died  in 
Fairfield.  David  died  unmarried  at  his  fathers 
home,  in  his  twenty-third  \tat.  Jabez  settled  at 
Weston,  was  a major  in  the  Revolutionary  army, 
was  a man  of  ability,  and  died  of  nuisumption 
when  nearly  forty  years  of  ace 

Major  Jabez  Hill  married  Sarah  Head,  daugh- 
ter  of  Col.  John  head,  after  whom  the  parish  of 
Ktadii.L'  was  named.  The  children  bv  this  mar- 
riage were  as  follows:  Sarah.  John  Read,  and 
Meo.-s.  Of  these,  Sarah  married  Timothy  Platt, 
and  had  the  following  children:  S irah  Read, 

Mov,-s.  Timothy,  and  Lemuel.  M<  *-es  married, 
and  had  < lie  followinc  (Initiien.  Moses  Read, 
Henry.  Walter  and  William 

John  Read  Hill,  born  April  2<  . 1775.  died 
Juiv  29.  1X51.  He  married  March  23.  1799. 
l a-tv,  y Sanford,  daughter  of  A.nori  Sanford.  She 
was  horn  October  17X1.  and  die  i July  29. 

1 -s  1 S The  children  of  |ohn  and  Betsey  (Hill) 
Read  were  as  follows:  Aaron  >anlord,  born  March 
23.  1S00;  Moses,  Eebrii.irv  5.  1802;  William 

Haw  lev , March  29,  1 X<  4 Betsey.  March 

(.,  iXor ■;  John  I.ee,  June  13.  1.X10;  Morris, 

October  t,  1S12;  Lydia.  March  2(>.  1815;  and 
b seph,  August  21.  1817  John  Read  Hill  for 
his  <-ei  ond  wife  married  Debt  rah  Read,  in  Sep- 
tember. 1 8 19. 

Moves  Hill,  sixth  child  of  1 ><  on  Joseph  Hill, 
married  Esther  Purr,  daughter  of  Ltieiiezer  Burr, 
June  17,  1773.  She  was  b<  rn  May  29.  1 7 5 5 . 
and  died  October  6,  183'  The  children  born 
to  this  marriage  were  as  follows:  William,  born 
April  30,  1774;  Abigail,  October  14.  1775;  and 
Esther.  June  17,  1777.  Wili  am  Hill,  eldest  of 
these  three  children,  married  Betsey  Barlow, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Bariow.  She  was  born 
Aui’iist  3,  1778.  and  died  September  9.  1864. 
To  this  marriage  there  were  burn  the  following 
children:  Bradiey.  September  9,  I79S;  Abigail, 
November  23,  1800,  and  died  September  l6, 
1813;  Horace.  December  13.  1 >02  .died  in  March, 
1877;  Purr.  December  23.  1S04.  died  January 
29.  1X10;  and  William.  Octr. her  6,  1807,  died  in 
1813. 


Ebenezer  Hill,  fourth  child  of  Deacon  Joseph 
Hill,  was  horn,  as  stated  above.  February  26, 
1742.  and  died  March  27,  1 70S.  He  married 
Mabel  Sherwood  January  17,  1765.  She  was 
born  Dec  ember  8.  1743.  and  died  October  20, 

I S 2*c  The  children  of  this  couple  w'ere  as 
follows:  David,  born  July  7.  1766.  and  died 

Dec<  mber  24.  1848;  Ebenezer.  born  February 
. 20.  17(18.  died  May  5,  1842;  Seth,  born  Decem- 
ber 22.  1769.  died  December  to,  1825; 

Dimon.  bom  in  October,  177 1,  died  December  8, 

■ 1 793;  Joseph,  born  May  3.  1774.  died  April  19. 
181(0  Mabel,  born  September,  1776.  died  July  8, 
1779.  Jabez.  born  June  13,  1780.  died  August  2. 
181.7;  and  Father,  born  October  26,  1783,  died 

. Aucust  27.  1 804. 

1 t'omver  Hill  (2)  (above)  married  Sarah  Bar- 
low.  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Barlow,  of  Redding, 
in  May.  1791.  She  was  horn  January  16,  17 70, 
and  died  April  1 1,  1845.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Mabel,  born  December  1 7. 1 791 . married 
Daniel  Mallet,  had  no  children,  and  died  of  con- 
sumption. December  16,  1845;  Nathaniel  Bar- 
low.  born  October  23.  1793:  Oershom.  born 
March  10.  1706.  died  January  4.  1871;  Fbcno- 
zer.  born  October  If,  1797.  died  |urie  10.  1875; 
Most  v.  born  October  7,  1804;  and  |abez,  born 

March  1808,  died  of  consumption  at  Key 
West,  Fla.,  January  27.  1831. 

Nathaniel  Barlow  Hill,  eldest  son  of  the  farn- 
ilv.  u, amed  Sarah  Read  Platt,  daughter  of  Timo- 
thy Pratt.  March  15,  1817.  She  was  born  No- 
vember 27,  1793.  and  died  June  2,  1836.  Their 

■ children  were  Fliza,  born  June  11.  1818;  George, 
June  ic.  1820;  Sarah,  November  19,  1822; 
Na  t ha  trial  B.,  October  it,  1824,  died  May  6, 

• 1 8<>  1 ; Harriet.  September  15.  1829;  Mary  J., 

' April  17.  1832:  and  Ebenezer,  April  13,  1840. 

( .<  fshom  Hill,  second  son  of  the  family,  mar- 

> ned  C ernantha  Gregory,  and  by  her  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Abby  Jane,  Moses  and  Mabel. 

. E.Unezer  Hill,  third  son  of  the  family,  mar- 
, ned.  May  8,  1839,  Hannah  Lyon,  who  was  born 
! Dec  ember  28,  1 8 1 7.  daughter  of  Eliphalet  Lvon. 
Their  children  were:  Sarah  Eleanor,  born 

! March  2;.  1840;  Mary  E.,  born ; Frances 

, A.,  January  15.  1845;  Anna  Maria.  February  6, 

> 1847;  Ebtntzer,  October  5.  1849;  David,  De- 
, < ember  4.  1851;  and  Charles  J.,  February  21, 

, tSoc 

M<  srs  Hill,  fourth  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Sarah 
(Barlow  Hill,  married  May  21,  1831,  Phebe 
1 Mmerva  Rockwell,  daughter  of  Thomas 
1 Rot  knell,  of  Ridgefield.  She  was  born 
January  13.  1804,  and  died  in  York,  Maine, 

Match  30,  1832.  The  only  child  of  this  mar- 
1.  nage  was  Richard  Watson,  born  March  25,  1832, 
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in  York,  Maine,  and  died  March  30,  same  year. 
Mr. Hill  forhissecond  wifemarried Octobers,  1836, 
Charlotte  Ilsley  McLellan,  daughter  of  Stephen 
McLellan,  of  Portland,  Maine.  She  was  born 
October  28,  1810,  and  died  in  Norwalk.  Conn., 
December  2 6,  1854.  The  children  of  this  second 
marriage  were  as  follows:  Mary  Augusta,  born 

May  20,  1838,  in  Redding,  Conn.,  died  Septem- 
ber 6,  1852,  in  Hartford,  Conn.;  Sarah  Jane, 
born  July  2,  1840,  in  Gardiner,  Maine,  died  May 
30,  i860,  in  Norwalk,  Conn.;  Charlotte  Ilsley, 
born  January  22,  1842,  in  Bucksport,  Maine; 
Moses  Asbury,  born  October  9,  1843,  in  Sac- 
carappa,  Maine,  died  July  11,  1867,  in  Norwalk, 
Conn.;  Ebenezer,  born  August  4,  1845,  in  Red- 
ding. Conn.;  Minerva  R.,  bom  August  3,  1847, 
in  Gardiner,  Maine,  died  September  29,  1848,  in 
Saco,  Maine;  and  Harriet  Benson,  born  Decem- 
ber 20,  1849,  in  Winthrop,  Maine,  died  August 
22,  1852,  in  Hartford,  Conn.  For  his  third  wife 
Moses  Hill  married  March  31,  1856,  Mrs.  Mi- 
nerva S.  Purinton,  who  was  born  January  14, 
1816,  a daughter  of  James  Seymour,  of  Ridge- 
field, Connecticut. 

Sarah  Barlow,  wife  of  Ebenezer  Hill,  was  a 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Barlow,  of  Redding,  who 
died  December  26.  1782.  He  was  a son  of 
Samuel  Barlow',  of  Redding,  who  died  December 
20,  1 773,  w'ho  was  a son  of  Samuel  Barlow,  of 
Fairfield,  who  died  May  20,  1745,  he  being  the 
son  of  John  Barlow,  who  died  in  1690,  and  he 
was  the  John  Barlow  who  died  in  1674. 

John  Barlow,  who  died  in  1674,  by  his  wife 
Ann  had  the  following  children:  John;  Deborah, 
who  married  John  Stuiges;  Ruth,  who  married 
Francis  Bradley;  and  Martha,  who  married 
James  Beers. 

John  Barlow,  who  died  in  1690,  by  his  wjfe 
Abigail  (Lockwood)  had  the  following  children: 
John,  Joseph,  Samuel,  Abigail  (who  married 
Jonathan  Rowland),  Deborah,  Elizabeth,  and 
Ruth.  Abigail  Barlow,  the  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren, was  a daughter  of  Robert  Lockwood. 

Lieut.  Samuel  Barlow,  of  Fairfield,  who  died 
in  1745.  by  his  wife  had  several  children,  one  of 
whom  was  named  Samuel.  This  Samuel  Bar- 
low  married,  August  2,  1731,  Eunice  Bradley, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Bradley,  and  by  her  had  the 
following  children:  Daniel,  born  November  24, 
1734;  Ruhamah,  January  22,  173 7;  James,  Jan- 
uary 29,  1739;  and  Jabez,  March  21,  1742. 
After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  these  children 
Samuel  Barlow  married,  August  7,  1744,  Esther 
Hull,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Hull,  of  Redding. 
She  died  August  28,  1775,  aged  fifty-four  years. 
By  this  marriage  Mr.  Barlow  had  the  following 
children:  Nathaniel,  born  May  13,  1745,  died 


I December  26,  1782;  Aaron,  born  Februan :: 
j 1750,  died  August  12,  1800;  Samuel.  April ; 
1752.  died  January  26,  1776;  Joel,  March 2 
1754,  died  December  22,  1812;  and  Holdab. 

Nathaniel  Barlow,  eldest  son  of  Samuel Ba: 
low  by  his  second  wife,  married  Jane  Brafe; 
who  was  born  in  May,  1744,  and  died  Febmr. 
12,  1829.  The  children  by  this  marriage  net: 
Gershom,  born  October  21,  1765,  died  of  cc:- 
sumption  September  24,  1794;  Esther,  bra 
September  30,  1767,  died  May  10,  1783;  Sant, 
born  January  16,  1770,  died  April  11,  184; 
Jonathan,  bom  April  14,  1772,  died  August:! 
1775;  Betsey,  born  August  2,  1778,  died  Sep 
1 ember  9,  1864;  and  Huldah,  born  April],  i;Sc. 
I died  August  29,  1787. 


Jf  RTHUR  A.  SCOFIELD,  contractor  aid 

L_  builder,  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  county, e 

one  of  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  that  place, ash 
is  a native  of  the  town  of  Stamford,  born Jt* 
3,  1858,  on  Newfield  avenue.  His  grandfaits. 
Peter  Scofield,  was  a farmer  in  Newfield,  Stare- 
ford  township,  where  he  was  born,  and  married 
Miss  Martha  Hoyt,  of  the  same  township,  hr 
whom  he  had  five  children,  viz.:  Joseph, Nelson 
Appolos,  Sarah  and  Alonzo.  All  are  no*  de- 
ceased. 

Alonzo  Scofield,  the  father  of  our  subject, »as 
also  a native  of  Newfield,  and  passed  his  entire 
life  on  the  farm  of  his  birth,  engaging  for  At 
most  part  in  agricultural  pursuits,  although  dur- 
ing his  earlier  manhood  he  to  some  extent  rode 
shoes.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Newfield.  He  was  nearly  fifty  yean 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Miss  Man 
Ann  Jerman,  of  Stamford,  and  they  reaied thee 
children — Arthur  Alonzo,  who  lives  in  Stamforc. 
and  Elmer  Ellsworth  and  Oliver  Hoyt,  of  Ne,‘ 
field.  Mr.  Scofield  was  a lifelong  Democrat. 

Arthur  A.  Scofield  passed  his  boyhood  on t« 
home  farm,  and  attended  school  at  Springduc 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  commenced  J 
learn  his  trade  under  Frank  Veit,  of  Stamforc. 
later  working  for  George  Lowndes,  of  that place- 
: and  after  completing  his  apprenticeship  be  ** 

1 employed  as  journeyman  for  about  ten  yeat-- 
i during  which  time  he  gained  a thorough  bio*] 

1 edge  of  the  details  of  the  business.  Since 
I he  has  done  contracting  on  his  own  account*0 
1 has  put  up  many  houses  in  Stamford  and  sever 
t in  New  Canaan,  this  county,  notably  the  test- 
; deuce  of  T.  W.  Hall.  He  has  a thriving  best- 
. ness,  which  has  increased  steadily  year  by  y«|- 
' and  brings  him  in  a comfortable  'DCon,e'  b, 
I Scofield  is  respected  by  his  neighbors  and  Ine 
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aroughout  Stamford  as  an  industrious  and  thor-  1 
ughlv  reliable  man.  and  he  has  always  main-  * 
amed  the  best  oi  reputations  in  his  dealings  with  i 
iis  fellowmen.  I 

Socially,  our  subiect  is  a well-known  member  ' 
i(  Puritan  Lodge.  1.  O.  O.  P . ; o(  Stamford  , 
domicil  No.  pp'y.  Royal  Ai<  anum,  and  of  the  New 
England  Order  of  Protect  ion.  He  gives  his  p<  > lit  - , 
ical  support  to  the  Republii  an  party,  and.  in  re- 
ligious connection,  is  identified  with  the  M.  L. 
Church.  Mr.  Scofield  was  married  in  Chnton- 
dale,  Ulster  Co..  N.  Y..  to  Mi^s  Lizzie  G.  Iungee 
(daughter  of  Oscar  Tvier  and  Patience  B.  (Rob- 
erts) Dingee  . and  they  reside  in  their  comfort- 
able dwelling  at  No.  (>o  Summer  street,  Stam- 
ford. They  have  no  children 

Mrs.  Scofield  of  hi'-h  lim  age  on  the  paternal 
side.  Her  gieat-gtandfatiiet.  liter  Dingee.  was 
a native  of  Westchester  county,  and  married  a 
Miss  Tyler,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons:  Eli  T. 
(grandfather  of  Mrs.  Scofic  Id  i and  Jesse . Through- 
out his  life  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  as  a 
means  of  livelihood.  During  the  Revolutionary 
war  the  English  soldiers  attempted  to  steal  his 
cattle,  but  were  driven  away.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  were  c (insistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  limit  entire  lives  were 
spent  in  Westchester  couiitv. 

Eli  T.  Dingee  (grandfather  of  Mrs.  Scofield) 
was  born  January  i$.  179$,  in  Westchester 

county,  N.  Y He  married  Phcehe  Barrett, 
daughter  of  Abram  Barrett  (who  was  one  of  the 
sons  of  the  Empire  State),  and  nine  children  were 
horn  to  them,  as  follows:  Hannah  T..  August  14, 
1816,  became  the  vvife  of  Sylvester  McNcal.  of 
Sing  Sing,  N.  Y. : Mary  T. . September  30.  1818. 
married  a Mr.  Reynolds,  and  lives  in  Westchester 
county.  N.  Y.  ; Sophia  A..  April  9,  1819.  is  the 
wife  of  Zeno  Hoyt,  of  Westchester  county;  John, 
July  17,  1822.  is  deceased;  Sarah,  his  twin  sister, 
died  April  26.  184;;  Margaret,  July  J2.  1824. 
died  April  2;,  1846;  Eli  T..  April  4,  1827.  died 
July  20,  1830;  Oscar  T.  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  and  Phctbe  J.,  July  24,  1830,  is  now  the 
wife  of  John  Aston,  of  Williamsburg,  N.  Y.  The 
father  of  this  family  gave  his  political  support  to 
the  Republican  party.  He  died  in  Westchester 
county,  September  23,  1848.  and  his  wife  died 
December  19.  t80o 

Oscar  Tv  ier  Dingee  (Mrs.  Scofield's  father) 
was  born  at  Bedford,  W estchester  county,  N.Y., 
June  22,  1828  He  spent  his  boyhood  on  the 
old  home  farm,  and  attended  the  district  schools 
until  eighteen  v»ars  cd  age.  He  always  earned 
on  farming  and  fruit  growing,  and  the  business 
has  proved  a profitab.e  one  for  him.  On  March 
27.  lS47,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 


Patience  B.  Roberts,  who  vvas  born  in  Marble- 
town  township.  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.,  a daughter 
of  William  B.  Roberts,  one  of  the  early  residents 
of  that  community,  who  bv  occupation  was  a 
farmer  and  merchant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dingee  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  in  Westchester  county, 
where  he  followed  carpentering  for  about  five 
wars.  In  1858  they  removed  to  New  York  City, 
and  in  1801  came  to  Ulster  county,  where  lor 
several  vears  he  operated  his  father-in-law's  farm. 
In  1 8(>7  he  purchased  the  farm  which  has  since 
1 been  lus  place  of  abode,  and  now  owns  filty-five 
acies  oi  good  land,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
planted  to  fruit,  he  raising  excellent  varieties  of 
grapes,  cm  rants,  pears  and  berries.  They  have 
a very  fine  residence.  The  fatm  is  located  in 
Cimtondale,  and  the  home,  standing  on  a hill 
just  east  of  the  town,  commands  an  excellent 
view  of  the  be  autiful  surrounding  scenery,  includ- 
ing the  C.atskill  Mountains,  Lake  Mohonk  and 
Lake  Minnewaska. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dingee  have  been  born  five 
children:  Josephine,  now  the  wife  of  William  H. 
Bernard,  of  Poughkeepsie.  N.  Y.;  Alida  F.,  at 
home;  Lizzie  G.  (Mrs.  Scofield);  Svlvia,  wife  of 
Prank  H.  Terh  une.  a fruit  grower  of  Ulintondale; 
and  Abraham  L..  a carpenter  of  Stamford,  Conn. 
Tiie  patents  are  members  of  the  Friends  Church, 
and  Mr.  Dingee  is  a Republican  in  his  political 
affiliations.  Deeply  interested  in  the  best  de- 
velopment of  the  community,  he  gives  his  sup- 
1 port  to  all  worthy  enterprises  calculated  to  prove 
1 of  public  benefit. 


HARRY  R.  BENNETT,  M.  D.  The  Ben- 
nett family  comes  oi  good  old  Colonial 
stock,  being  descended  from  three  brothers  of  the 
name  who  came  from  England  at  an  early  date. 
One  located  in  Rhode  Island  and  one  in  western 
New  York,  while  the  direct  ancestor  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  a prominent  physician  of 
Bridgeport,  settled  in  Connecticut.  Until  recent 
years  the  members  of  the  family  have  been  en- 
gaged chiefly  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  when- 
ever they  have  chosen  other  paths  they  have  dis- 
played exceptional  ability  and  enterprise. 

Joshua  Bennett,  the  Doctor's  great-grand- 
father. was  a farmer  by  occupation,  but  leaving 
his  peaceful  fireside  to  fight  for  the  cause  of  free- 
dom he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  vvas  killed  in  that  struggle.  His  son. 
Hem.  Joshua  Bennett,  was  born  at  Plainfield, 
Conn.,  where  he  followed  farming  for  many 
v tars,  and  also  carried  on  a wholesale  butchering 
business.  He  was  a man  of  much  influence  in 
the  community,  being  active  in  political  affairs, 
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first  as  a Whip  and  later  as  a Republican,  and  in 
1866  he  represented  his  towq  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. 

Caleb  H.  Bennett,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Plainfield,  and  has  for  many  years 
been  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  in  Bridgeport, 
at  present  in  connection  with  the  C.  H.  Bennett 
Shoe  Company,  of  which  he  is  president.  He 
married  Miss  Marv  E.  Hoxie,  a native  of  Charles- 
town, R.  1.,  and  they  have  had  three  children: 
Addie,  wife  of  William  H.  Pike,  of  Southport, 
Conn.;  Harry  R.,  our  subject,  and  George,  who 
is  now  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  C.  H.  Ben- 
nett Shoe  Company. 

Harry  R.  Bennett  was  born  at  Bridgeport 
April  5,  1874,  and  his  education  was  begun  in 
the  schools  of  that  city.  In  1891  he  entered  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New  York 
City,  connected  with  Columbia  College,  receiv- 
ing the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  that  institution  in 
1895,  after  which  he  took  a post-graduate  course 
in  the  medical  department  of  Dartmouth  College, 
graduating  in  1896,  and  he  spent  the  following 
rears  as  one  of  the  house  physicians  in  St.  John's 
Riverside  Hospital  at  Yonkers,  N.  Y.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1898,  he  engaged  in  practice  in  Bridge- 
port, where  his  talent  and  skill  have  already  won 
recognition.  He  is  a member  of  the  State,  County 
and  City  Medical  Association,  is  also  identified 
with  the  Order  of  Red  Men  and  with  various  col- 
lege fraternities,  and  is  popular  socially,  his 
familv  being  prominent  in  the  best  circles  of 
Bridgeport  Politically  the  Doctor  is  a stanch  | 
Republican,  but  does  not  take  active  part  in  the  | 
work  of  the  organization,  preferring  to  devote  his  j 
attention  to  his  practice.  He  is  not  married.  | 


l LVAN  a.  HAUSCHILDT,  who  by  his  in- 
dustry and  integrity  has  made  himself  wor- 
thy of  a place  among  the  honored  and  respected 
citizens  of  Norwalk,  was  born  in  Ellenville. Ulster 
Co.,  N.  Y..  November  15,  1843,  a son  of  Henry 
and  Mary  (Distell)  Hauschildt. 

Henrv  Hauschildt  was  born  in  Aetna,  near 
Hamburg.  Germany,  and  in  the  excellent  schools 
of  the  Fatherland  acquired  a good  practical  edu- 
cation that  enabled  him  to  intelligently  surmount 
the  difficulties  met  on  his  life’s  journey.  At  the 
age  of  twelve  he  went  to  sea,  and  for  years  made 
his  home  on  the  deep.  He  came  to  America, 
and.  after  sailing  from  the  Western  ports  for  some 
time,  located  in  New  York,  where  in  1833  he 
found  employment  in  a perfumery  factory.  He 
then  went  to  Ellenville,  N.  Y. , where  he  worked 
in  a glass  factory.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Dis- 
tell, who  was  born  in  Boston,  a daughter  of  John 


Distell,  a ship  carpenter,  of  German  extract®: 
Six  children  gladdened  their  home:  (1) Lon. 
who  married  Philo  E.  Beers,  of  Fairfield  count: 
Conn. ; he  was  a tinsmith  in  Ellenville,  and  be;: 
are  now  deceased.  (2)  Mary,  who  died  in  it- 
fancy.  (3)  William,  who  died  at  the  age  c: 
eighteen.  (4)  Otto,  an  -iron  molder  in  Mericer. 
Conn. ; he  was  a soldier  in  the  war  ol  the  Rets- 
lion.  (5)  Alvan  A.,  our  subject;  and  (6)  Wan 
D.,  who  married  Frank  Chamberlin, a sbownsit: 
and  engineer  of  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  and  both a:e 
now  deceased.  Mr.  Hauschildt  was  a firm  be- 
liever in  the  principles  of  the  Republican  parr- 
but  cared  nothing  for  the  responsibility  or  emu- 
ments  of  public  office.  He  was  a devout  memst; 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  in  that  faith  t: 
died  in  1865;  his  wife  passed  away  in  Merice 
Conn.,  in  1884. 

Alvan  A.  Hauschildt  passed  the  first  sever- 
teen  years  of  his  life  in  Ulster  county,  N.  I n- 
tending the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  in  » 
winter  and  indulging  in  the  usual  boyish  sports 
One  day  he  asked  to  be  excused  from  school,  an: 
at  once  enlisted  in  the  Unionarmy.  He becan - 
a member  of  Company  E.  80th  N.  Y.  V.  l.-tk 
known  as  the  20th  N.  Y.  Militia— and  on  Sep- 
tember 25,  1861,  he  went  to  the  front.  Dm® 
this  enlistment  he  was  twice  wounded,  first  £' 
Groveton,  Penn.,  and  (second)  at  the  battler' 
Bull  Run,  August  30.  1862,  the  wounds  being t« 
the  thigh  and  left  ankle,  respectively,  and  tf* 
balls  have  never  been  extracted.  On  janur 
24.  1863,  he  was  discharged,  but  on  Match:; 
1865,  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  becoming  a mem- 
ber of  Company  E,  4th  New  Jersey  Veteran  G 
unteers.  This  company  became  a part  of 
First  Brigade,  First  Division,  6th  Corps,  Atmvo 
the  Potomac,  until  June,  1865,  and  participate 
in  the  following  campaign;  Siege  of  Pee- 
burg,  April  2;  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  Apni 
(battle  of  Sailors  Creek,  April  6,  action  at  Far:r 
ville,  April  7);  Appomattox  Court  House,  Apr. 
9,  surrender  of  Lee  s army:  march  to  Danviu 
Aprill  23-27;  march  to  Washington.  May  e ' 
June  2;  and  mustered  out  July  9,  1865.  01 
war  record  he  is  justly  proud,  and  the  Natter. - 
debt  of  gratitude  to  that  noble  army  ol  tree  'r 
boys,  who,  like  our  subject,  gave  so  much,  u- 
offered  more,  and  asked  tor  reward  naught 
the  Union  pit-served,  is  one  that  can  never 
i over-estimated. 

After  being  mustered  out  Mr.  Hausen • 

1 came  to  Norwalk  and  learned  his  trade  of :: 

1 and  brass  moulder,  and,  with  the  except  1: u 
1 three  years  spent  in  Meriden,  Gonn.,  he  ■' 
! followed  this  occupation  here,  and  is  now  m - 
I employ  of  the  Norwalk  Lock  Company. 
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Mr.  Hanschilt  married  Miss  Fan  me  Martin, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Martin,  of 
Norwalk,  and  their  union  was  brightened  lor  a 
short  time  by  tire  jne'-ence  of  one  child,  but 
the  death  angel  early  called  the  little  one  home. 
On  September  189;.  Mr  He.n^rhildt  was 

called  up<  n to  mourn  the  death  of  his  wile,  a 
noble  woman,  whose  circle  of  friends  was  lim- 
ited oniv  by  the  number  of  her  acquaintances. 
Politically  our  subiect  is  a Ke'pubiuan.  and  in 
Ins  religious  faith  a Baptist  He  is  a member 
of  the  Mystic  Chain.  1.  ().  O.  F..  and  of  Buck- 
ingham 1 ost.  (j.  A.  K 

DANII  L MAHKK  is  one  of  the  pjoytosMve 
and  wbMnntinl  foteiyn-born  iituens  of 
( >1  eenvx  k h township.  Fairfield  i ounty.  who  have, 
by  their  own  unaided  exertions,  raised  tin-mseives 
to  a condition  of  prosperity 

Mr  Maher  was  born  in  County  1 ippeiary, 
Ireland,  in  1840.  son  ot  James  and  ]>ora  (Ken- 
nedy) Maiier,  homing  people,  who  spent  their 
entire  lives  m that  country  They  nared  a 

family  ol  eight  children,  namely.  lames,  who 
came  to  the  Dinted  States  several  \eats  before 
our  stib'ert.  and  died  in  Ohio;  John,  who  also 
fame  to  the  New  World  prior  to  om  subiect  and 
when  last  beard  from  was  living  in  Ohio; 
Thomas,  still  a resident  of  Ireland,  Patrick,  who 
died  m that  country;  Michael,  a n sident  of 
Stamford,  t onn. ; Daniel,  subject  of  tins  review; 
Mary.  who  c ame  to  the  Dinted  States  but  whose 
whereabouts  aie  now  unknown,  and  Bridget, 
who  married  in  Ireland  and  still  lives  then 

Heated  to  larm  life,  Daniel  Maher  obtained 
a rathet  mi  acre  educ  ation  in  the  public  schools 
of  bis  native  land,  and  he  remained  at  home 
until  twenty  wars  of  aye.  when  his  father 
assisted  him  in  paying  his  passage  to  the  Dnited 
States.  li  was  in  18O1  that  he  hoarded  tiie 
sailing  vessel  ••Cultivator"  at  Liverpool,  and 
twent  wight  days  later  landed  safely  111  New 
^rk  < it y.  with  five  pounds  in  his  pocket,  with 
which  to  begin  life  in  the  New  World.  His  first 
employment  was  as  a laborer  on  the  streets  of 
that  citv.  and  later  he  worked  at  loading  and 
unloadin'.’  wwL.  He  then  c ame  to  l Cmiecti- 
ctit,  and  was  employed  as  a farm  hand  by  a Mr. 
Dayton  at  $10  per  month,  a lew  months  later 
accept  nip  a similar  position  with  T 1 1 us  Mead, 
and  he  n ntinued  to  follow  iatmmp  until  his 
marriage 

At  Brooklyn  N.  V.,  Mr.  Maher  vvas  married, 
in  ID >4.  to  Miss  Ellen  Ivery,  wtio  wa=  born  in 
•County  Kildare.  Ireland,  dauphter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Kelly)  Ivery.  and  came  to  America,  at  the 


ace  ol  fifteen  wars,  with  her  sister  Mary  (now 
Mrs.  John  Carroll),  landing  in  New  York  after  a 
voyage  of  four  weeks;  she  supported  herself  until 
her  matnape.  Six  children  have  been  born  to 
I Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maher,  namely:  John,  an  extensive 
1 ice  dealer  and  prosperous  young  business  man  of 
(jirenwirh;  James,  a prosperous  coal  and  lumber 

■ merchant  of  tiie  same  place;  Thomas,  who  is 
, engaged  in  business  with  his  father;  and  MaryJ.. 

Daniel,  Jr.,  and  Joseph,  all  at  home.  The  chil- 
1 dren  have  been  given  all  the  advantages  which 

■ the  parents  could  afford,  and  they  have  been 
' taught  habits  of  honesty  and  industry,  which 
, have  made  them  useful  and  valued  members  oi 

society. 

Alter  bis  mairiage  Mr.  Maher  located  in 
Brooklyn,  and  tor  a time  was  employed  as  a 
laborer  m the  Gieenwood  cemetery.  On  July  1, 

1 18O4,  lie  accepted  tiie  position  of  general  laborer 
with  Samuel  Adams,  at  Sound  Beach,  Fairfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  so  satisfactory  did  his  services 
prove  that  he  was  retained  by  that  gentleman  tor 
sixteen  wars.  In  1880  he  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent home,  which  he  rented  lor  one  year  and  then 
purchased  He  has  since  erected  new  buildings 
upon  the  place,  cleared  away  the  woods  near  his 
house,  and  made  many  other  improvements 
which  add  greatly  to  the  value  and  attractive 
appearance  of  the  place.  He  engaged  in  latiu- 
, mg  exclusively  until  1887,  when  he  embarked  in 
' the  ice  business,  and  now  his  trade  extends 
throughout  Cos  Cob,  Riverside,  Sound  Beach 
and  Stamford  He  and  his  sons  are  by  far  the 

■ most  extensive  ire  dealers  in  either  Stamford 
1 or  Greenwich  townships,  and  are  business  men 
• of  known  reliability.  Mr.  Maher  is  now  the 

owner  ol  seventy  acres  ol  valuable  land  in  those 

■ townships,  and  Ins  property  has  all  been  acquired 
through  his  individual  efforts,  guided  by  sound 
judgment  and  good  executive  ability.  In  rebg- 

1 ious  connection  he  and  his  family  are  comrnuni- 
1 cants  of  St.  John  s Catholic  Church  in  Stamford. 

1 Politically  he  is  not  bound  by  party  ties,  but  en- 
deavors to  support  the  man  best  qualified  for  the 
J office. 


H1EZEKIAH  WEED,  the  efficient  manager  of 

. the  Burlington  Safe  Deposit  Company. 

, Stamford,  Fairfield  Co..  Conn.,  has  been  a liie- 
. long  resident  ol  that  town,  having  been  born 
there  May  15,  i8:6.  He  is  a grandson  of  Heze- 
1 kiah  Weed,  a native  of  Danen,  Fairfield  county, 
who,  during  his  younger  days,  followed  the  pro- 
1 fession  of  school  teacher  at  his  old  home,  finally 
! removing  to  Stamford,  where  he  passed  the  clos- 
1 iug  years  of  his  liie,  dying  there  in  i860.  He 
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married  Mary  Tallmadge,  who  was  born  on  Tall- 
madge  Hill,  and  they  had  two  children:  Francis 
B.  and  James,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  The 
mother  of  these  died  in  1866. 

Francis  B.  Weed,  father  of  Hezekiah  Weed, 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Darien.  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  and  there  he  attended  school  and  passed 
his  early  life.  When  a young  man  he  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some 
years,  and  subsequently  engaged  in  the  butcher 
business,  which  he  continued  up  to  his  death,  in 
1861.  He  lived  in  Stamford  a number  of  years. 
At  Darien  he  married  Emeline  Weed,  and  three 
children  blessed  their  union:  Emma  L.,  James  A. 
and  Hezekiah,  all  of  whom  make  their  home  in 
Stamford. 

Hezekiah  Weed,  our  subject,  leceived  a good 
education  at  the  public  schools  of  Stamford.  For 
a number  of  years  he  and  his  brother  were  kept 
busv  looking  after  their  real-estate  interests, 
which,  being  extensive,  left  them  little  time  for 
any  other  business.  After  Stamford’s  incorpora- 
tion as  a city,  in  1893,  our  subject  became  the 
first  tax  collector  under  the  new  order  of  things, 
and  he  was  retained  in  that  office  until  April, 
1S97,  when  he  resigned  in  order  to  take  up  the 
duties  of  manager  of  the  Burlington  Safe  Deposit 
Company.  Mr.  Weed’s  special  qualifications  for 
this  position  were  fully  taken  into  account,  and 
the  prompt  and  capable  manner  with  which  he 
assumed  his  new  responsibilities  has  already 
marked  his  service  in  that  institution.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Business  Men’s  Club  of 
Stamford,  and,  fraternally,  of  the  F.  & A.  M., 
belonging  to  Union  Lodge,  Rittenhouse  Chapter 
and  Washington  Council. 

Mr.  Weed  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Stam- 
ford. with  Miss  Ella  B.  Craige.  daughter  of  Hugh 
H.  Craige,  who  was  born  in  the  Orkney  Islands, 
Scotland.  They  have  one  son  and  one  daughter: 
Hugh  H.  C.  and  Margaret.  The  family  attend 
the  services  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
Mr.  Weed  is  a member. 


JJL  USTIN  BEERS  BLAKEMAN.  During  his 
successful  career  as  a merchant  at  Botsford 
the  subject  of  this  brief  biography  has  won  the 
esteem  of  his  associates  in  tbe  business  world, 
while  his  excellent  qualities  of  character  as  a 
man  and  citizen  have  secured  for  him  the  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow-townsmen  of  all  classes.  His 
family,  which  is  of  English  descent,  is  well  known 
in  the  county,  and  his  grandfather,  Isaac  Blake- 
man.  was  a native  and  lifelong  resident  of  New- 
town township,  where  he  owned  and  cultivated 
a farm  of  moderate  dimensions.  He  was  prom- 


inent in  local  affairs,  and  for  many  years!:  : 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace.  His  death  oc- 
curred October  23,  1859,  at  his  home  in  Hen- 
ingtown  District,  town  of  Newtown.  He  ns 
twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wile,  Han:;:. 
(Dimon),  he  had  the  following  children:  Del:;, 
who  married  Philo  Hall,  ol  Easton,  this  court) 
Stephen  W.,  lormerlv  a resident  of  Teddy  HI 
District,  town  of  Newtown,  who  went  to  Cal- 
fornia  in  1849;  Charles  E.,  our  subject's  latte 
and  Austin,  a hatter  by  trade,  formerly  a res- 

dent  of  Hattertown,  who  became  a fold  scene 

in  California. 

Charles  E.  Blakeman,  the  father  ol  our  stf- 
ject,  was  born  in  Newtown,  August  if,  lit; 
and  during  the  greater  portion  of  his lile  fo!lo«ec 
farming  as  an  occupation.  In  1849  he  went  v 
California  by  way  of  Cape  Horn,  and  reiurnr* 
soon  he  afterward  made  a second  trip,  but*!- 
coming  home  with  the  proceeds  of  this  uwn 
he  was  shipwrecked,  and  the  gold  he  had  scare: 
was  stolen  by  pirates.  He  was  a man  of  m 
natural  abilities  combined  with  much  energy  as' 
perseverance,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  a 
who  knew  him.  His  last  years  were  spent  c 
his  farm  in  Toddy  Hill  District.  At  one  time  b 
conducted  a sloTe  in  Woodbury,  Conn.  bT 
tics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  although  he  was  ro' 
a member  he  attended  Trinity  Episcopal  Chore: 
at  Newtown,  to  which  his  wile  belonged,  b 
died  June  2.  1S62,  and  his  wife,  whose  ma® 
name  was  Mary  J.  Beers,  passed  away  Febrcaq 
1,  1869.  They  had  a family  of  four  ctotoe- 
Austin  B.,  our  subject;  Julia  E.,  born  Febiab 
8,  1859,  died  February  14,  1879;  Ida.  born  A-- 
gust  1,  i860,  died  August  24,  1886;  and  Char- 
lotte E..  born  February  n,  1 S62,  is  no* 
wife  of  Frank  H.  Ives,  a farmer  of  Middie 
District,  town  of  Newtown. 

Our  subject  s mother  was  bom  September 
1834,  and  was  a member  of  one  of  the  "■■■ 
highly  respected  families  of  this  county.  h; 
father,  John  Beers,  and  grandfather,  Efient.t 
Beers,  were  substantial  agriculturists  of  T'1: 
Hill  District,  and  were  both  public-spirited  < - 
influential  citizens.  John  Beers  died  Octcte-1 
1888,  and  his  wife,  Roxie  A.  (Glover),  daug.n.e- 
of  Norman  and  Nancy  Morris  Glover,  died) 
ary  21,  18S1.  Their  children  were:  Man  . 
our  subject  s mother;  Sarah,  wife  of  Lamp- 
B.  Lake;  John,  who  died  in  infancy:  Ann 
and  Caroline  (twins),  of  whom  the  fom'111. 
ried  William  H.  Beers,  and  the  latter  «r 
Robert  W.  Burritt;  and  James  M.,  who  t'  *1 
Emily  Beach. 

Mr.  Blakeman,  our  subject,  was  born  Jar",‘"-' 
3,  1838,  in  Toddy  Hill  District,  town  of  V*’ 
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town.  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  that  locality  and  of  Middle  (.ate  District.  He 
made  pood  use  of  his  ad\anlapes.  and  in  1F76 
was  employed  as  teacher  in  Middle  (.ate  District, 
his  mother  and  her  mrther  hasmp  both  taurht  in 
the  same  district.  At  the  c i<  se  of  the  term  he  en- 
gaged in  agricuil ural  work  on  his  ptandlather  s 
farm,  and  continued  until  1 S' 8 1 when  he  became 
a clerk  in  the  store  of  Daniel  11.  Botsford.  at 
Botsford.  a position  he  held  lor  about  thiee 
wars  In  1883  he  was  appointed  pi  stmaster  at 
that  place  by  \V.  (J.  GreDiam,  p<  M master  gen- 
erai  under  1’resident  Arthur,  and  he  has  ever 
since  held  that  oftiet . In  1 > S 4 lie  purchased 
Mr,  hots  lord  s peiieral  mercantile  business,  which 
he  has  carried  on  with  grat  living  and  in 

1 8 9 3 he  built  his  pnsent  si,,re  and  teDdetice 
combined,  a handsome  struct  utt . well  adapted  to 
its  |urpt~es  In  I «v  Js  4 he  was  appointed  station 
agent.  at  Botsford  but  that  p<  "-it n n he  resipned  in 
1 894.  h c>r  t he  past  eipht  < ars  he  has  be  en  c mrnis- 
sioneei  a notary  public,  and  nor w ithst auduip  the 
varied  nature  of  his  enter  pi  se?  he  has  been 
uniloirnly  successful  in  all  hm  undertakings.  Po- 
litically he  has  always  heen  a D«  mot  rat.  and  he 
takes  keen  interest  tn  local  pt<  pic-ss  til  all  lines. 
In  November.  1S96.  be  was  elec  led  nistice  of  the 
peace  on  the  Citizens'  tie  ket.  his  te  im  of  office 
hepinninp  March  I,  1897. 

( >n  ( irtober  20,  1887  Mr.  Blake  n.an  married 
Miss  Ada  MacGrepor.  who  waobn  employed  as 
teacher  for  two  years  in  Midd.e  (.ale  District, 
ti  w n of  Newtown.  She  is  a caechur  of  Alex- 
ander and  Adeha  Parker  Ma<»ii<por.  of  Btidge- 
port.  this  county;  twti  chiicren  bVssed  this 
mi u n ; Marjorie.  born  Januaiv  1 8 . iS8y.  died  Jan- 
uary 23.  same  year;  and  lie  en  M..born  Dee  em- 
ber 18.  18S9.  is  now  the  joy  ed  the  home  . Soc- 
ially Mr.  Blaheman  and  his  w 1 1 « ate  popular,  and 
they  are  members  Of  Trinity  1 .p-sc  opal  C hurch. 
He  beie  nps  to  the  Masonic  hiaternity.  being 
identified  with  Hiratn  Lodge  No.  18.  F.  At  A.  M., 
and  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  I,  at  Sandy  Hook. 

GKN.  JAMES  LANC.DON  CURTIS.  candi- 
date in  1892  for  the  ofix  e of  President  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Peeples  Party  ticket,  is 
now  a resident  of  Stratford,  although  his  exten- 
sive business  interests  in  New  Jersey,  Texas,  and 
other  States  often  call  lc.in  (torn  In  me  lor  long 
periods.  To  look  at  him  and  note  his  fine  phy- 
sique and  his  undiminished  vigor,  both  of  mind 
and  body,  one  would  not  imapme  that  he  had 
passed  the  ninetieth  arum  emery  of  his  birth,  and 
his  appearance  gives  promise  ed  many  years  of 

life  before  he  will  be  compelled  to  suspend  his 
ee 


activities  His  career  has  been  a remarkable 
one.  and  in  whatever  direction  he  lias  turned  his 
energies  he  has  easily  risen  to  prominence.  The 
friend  of  such  men  as  President  Pierce,  Caleb 
Cu'-h.nt:.  and  Daniel  Webster,  he  has  enjoyed 
untijualed  privileges  in  social  life,  while  his  infiu- 
< lie  t lias  been  a potent  (actor  in  important 
, poliiical  movements. 

The  General  traces  his  eh-scent  (torn  some  of 
the  olde  st  families  of  Stratford,  and  his  great- 
. great-grandfather,  William  Curtis,  "as  one  of  the 
most  promine  nt  citizens  of  that  town  in  his  day, 

' being  especially  ne.ted  for  his  activity  in  military 
a flan : Our  subject  s great-grandfather,  Daniel 

1 ( eirt is  ( 1 ).  and  grandfather,  Daniel  Curtis  (2), 
we  re  he-th  natives  of  the  town,  and  parsed  their 
loes  tin  re.  While  the  family  has  held  large 
. tracts  of  farming  land  there  lrom  piom-cr  times. 
Us  members  have  been  largely  inlet ested  in  mer- 
cantile enterprises. 

Daniel  Curtis  (3).  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  m Stratford  in  1775.  and  died  in  1849. 

| His  wife,  Maria  Fairweather,  a native  of  Nor- 
1 walk,  died  in  I SO9  They  had  two  rhddien: 
! James  L. . our  subject;  and  Daniel  11..  formerly 
1 a merchant  in  New  York  City,  who  died  about 
I tw  enlv  \ e ars  ago. 

General  ( urtis  was  born  February  19,  1808, 

| at  the  old  homestead  in  Stratford,  and  was  edu- 
j cated  in  the  schools  of  that  town.  At  the  age  of 
I fifteen  he-  we  nt  to  New  York  City  to  prepare  for 
1 a mercantile  career,  beginning  as  a ‘'general 
utility"  boy  in  the  store  of  Henry  DeG root  & 
Co.  Soon  aher  he  was  promoted  to  a clerkship, 

, ar.d  when  twenty  years  old  he  became  a partner. 
While  sci\ mg  as  clerk  he  showed  such  marked 
ability  and  judgment  that  he  was  entrusted  with 
j power  te>  make  purchases  amounting  to  many 
i themsanddi  liars  worth,  and  he  was  also  an  expert 
1 bookkeeper.  By  this  time  he  was  taken  into 
i partnership,  and  he  was  virtually  the  manager  of 
i the  business  of  the  firm,  which  commanded  an 
1 enormous  wholesale  trade,  supplying  country 
1 merchants.  Two  years  after  he  entered  the  firm 
i it  was  teoiganized  under  the  name  of  Curtis  & 

! Little,  our  subject  being  the  senior  partner. 

1 When  about  twenty-six  years  old  General  Curtis 
retiied  Iroin  mercantile  life,  and  invested  in  real 
. estaie  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  The  venture  resulted 
most  satisfactorily,  and  when  twenty-eight  years 
! old  lie  was  said  to  be  the  wealthiest  man  of  his 
age  in  America.  About  that  time  he  became  in- 
I terested  in  zinc  mines  in  New  Jersey,  taking 
1 shares  in  the  New  Jersey  Zinc  Company,  and  the 
Jersey  Franklinite  Company.  He  is  now  the 
president  of  the  latter  company,  which  is  chart- 
1 ered  under  the  laws  of  New  York  with  a capital 
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at  t :\  ,t  e-  li  *.  t areer  has  been  a remarkable 
one.  and  in  whatever  direction  he  has  turned  his 
ei  i rg  c-  he  Lav  « ashy  risen  to  prominence  The 
It  i r.ii  of  m)(  h men  as  Frevnicnt  1’ierce.  Caleb 
( -.'  hit  and  Hamel  Webster,  he  has  entoyed 
e .j  ,.'<•!  [ r iv  be  ge  s in  Social  hie.  w h;!e  h;v  in  flu - 
iii.r  n li«ri  a potent  (actor  m important 
jm  lii  ii  al  n.i  'V  i ii.cnts, 

Tr.e<>riir.il  ti.ues  hisdo-cent  from  some  of 
the  < ,■■>  et  lam, I es  of  Stratford,  and  his  great- 
go  at  nr  •!  fiat  her.  William  Curtis,  was  one  of  the 
most  j r n ft  < iti/ens  of  that  town  in  his  day  , 
f t •, i g e i j ,■<  i.h.v  noted  for  his  activity  in  military 
a!'. hi  ( mr  m;>  ect  s great-grandfather.  Hamel 

( 'irtiv  (it.  and  grandfather,  Hamel  Curtis  [2,, 
hi  re  f‘*  th  natives  of  the  town,  and  j awed  tfieir 
live',  ti  i it  While  the  family  has  field  'large 
It.H  tv  of  (lining  land  there  Worn  pa  in  er  tunes, 
iti  n.<  n : < rs  l ave  been  largely  int<  re-vied  in  mer- 
e antile  etiit  r pr  sev 

H.in  el  ( *!Ttis  (O.  the  father  of  our  subject, 
wav  i<  m in  Stratford  in  I 7 f 5 . and  dud  in  Ih-jy. 

H. v  w u.  Maria  Fairwcathcr,  a native  of  Nor- 
walk, dtd  in  l.wf>9  They  had  two  (hildien: 
l.o’i.ev  1.  , oir  subject;  and  Hamel  11  . formerly 
a ii  i n font  in  New  York  City,  wim  died  about 
twenty  v i *rs  ago 

(•(i.ir.il  t uttis  was  born  February  lo.  ) Si  S , 
at  the  i Id  hon. evt«  ad  in  Stratford,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  vi  hunts  of  that  town  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  wintto  New  York  City  to  prepare  lor 
a mercantile  i areer,  beginning  as  a •■general 
utility  " b.  v in  the  store  of  He  nrv  He<  .root  & 
(.  u s,  , n al.t  r tie  was  promoted  to  a clerkship, 
aid  wjii  i ) twenty  years  old  he  became  a partner. 
Whi,<  miv.iii'  as  clerk  he  showed  such  marked 
ability  and  judgment  that  he  was  entrusted  with 
power  to  make  purchases  amounting  to  many 
tin  d d,  II, .rs  worth,  and  he  was  also  an  expert 
| H ■ k * e<  ) > : . Bv  this  time  he  was  taken  into 
j at  tin  rv  tup.  and  he  was  virtually  the  manager  of 
tlif  | i'va  Mv  of  the  firm,  which  commanded  an 
ti,,  n:,.,’  ‘ wbilfvale  trade,  supplying  country 
in  n hai.’.v.  I wo  years  after  he  entire  d tfie  turn 
it  w.is  re ' ,.m/ed  under  the  name  of  Curtis  & 

I. ittie.  i nr  subject  being  the  senior  partner. 

When  a hi  nt  twenty  six  years  old  (.e-ne-ra!  Curtis 
retired  In. in  men  antile  life,  and  invested  in  real 
estate  m Brooklyn.  N.  Y.  The  venture  resulted 
rin  st  ..at  nly,  and  when  twenty-eight  years 

old  he  was  caid  to  be  the  wealthiest  man  of  his 
age  in  At  > r:  a About  that  time  fie  became  in- 
terest'd in  /me  mines  in  New  Jersey,  taking 
sbaii  v m the  New  Jersey  Zinc  Com;  any,  and  the 
Jersey  Frsnklinite  Company.  He  is  now  the 
prev-dir.t  of  the  latter  company,  which  is  chart- 
ered im  hr  t he  laws  of  New  York  with  a capital 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


1074 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


of  five  million  dollars,  and  he  is  also  at  the  head 
of  the  Franklinite  Steel  Company,  incorporated 
with  a capital  of  ten  millions.  Lately  he  has 
been  interested  in  developing  farming  and  mineral 
lands  in  Texas,  being  connected  with  a company 
which  has  received  a grant  of  fifteen  millions  of 
acies,  which  they  are  colonizing  with  settlers 
from  Germany,  Italy  and  France.  Politically  he 
is  a Jeffersonian  Democrat,  and  although  he  has 
not  held  office  he  has  twice  declined  to  become  a 
candidate  for  the  gubernatorial  chair  in  New 
Jersey,  his  wife  being  averse  to  his  acceptance. 
He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  practical  politics, 
and  at  one  time  he  controlled  the  New  Jersey 
Legislature,  while  his  influence  has  made 
senators  and  governors. 

Gen.  J.  L.  Curtis  married  a lady  of  English 
descent,  Miss  Clarissa  M.  Racey,  a daughter  of 
Charles  and  Eliza  Racey,  of  New  York  City.  She 
died  in  1886,  the  mother  of  four  children:  Clara 
L,  who  died  in  1S97,  unmarried;  Adelaide,  who 
married  Eastbur  Hastings,  and  is  now  deceased; 
Laura  (deceased  about  thirty  years  ago),  who 
married  Col.  George  Hastings,  a brother  of 
Eastbur;  and  Julia,  who  married  James  G.  Mon- 
son,  and  now  resides  at  Stratford  with  our  sub- 
ject. 


BRS.  CHARLOTTE  RAYMOND  (nee 
_ Keeler)  was  born  February  20,  1819,  in 
the  town  of  Wilton,  on  the  place  where  she  now 
lives,  and  she  obtained  her  education  mostly  in 
the  town  of  her  birth.  She  has  been  a lifelong 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Wilton,  and 
is  a woman  of  much  more  than  ordinary  abilities 
and  womanly  virtues.  The  is  a daughter  of 
Justus  Keeler,  ol  Wilton. 

Our  subject  married  Thomas  M.  Raymond,  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Norwalk,  who  was  born 
May  8,  1811,  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  place,  and  afterward  always  engaged  in 
farming,  except  for  the  short  time  he  was  cap- 
tain of  a trading  vessel.  During  the  training 
days  he  was  a member  of  the  militia.  In  pol- 
itics he  was  first  a Whig,  later  a Republican, 
though  he  never  aspired  to  public  office.  In  re- 
ligion he  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  To  his  marriage  with  Charlotte  Keeler 
(the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch)  he  had  the 
following  children:  Charlotte  A.,  a sketch  of 

whom  follows;  Frances  C. . who  remains  single; 
Justus  Keeler,  who  married  Esther  A.  Webb; 
Henry  M.,  who  died  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion; 
Harriet  M.,  wife  of  John  F.  Wilson;  and  Katie 
J.,  who  married  William  A Folwell. 

Charlotte  A.  Raymond,  eldest  daughter  of 


our  subject,  married  Jacob  Fowler,  a turner  of 
Norwalk,  and  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 
Children  as  follows  were  born  to  them:  John  J.; 
Lottie  K.,  who  married  Thomas  Bird;  Thomas 
G.;  Charles;  Justus  K.  Raymond;  and  Hattie 
May.  Justus  K.  Raymond,  third  child  and 
eldest  son  of  our  subject,  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  in  his  youth,  at  which  he  worked  in  con- 
nection with  farming.  To  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Esther  A.  Webb  there  were  born  no  chil- 
dren. Henry  M.  Raymond,  second  son  of  our 
subject,  enlisted  in  Company  G,  10th  Conn.  V. 
].,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  in  the  serv- 
ice of  his  country.  Harriet  M.  Raymond,  fifth 
child  and  third  daughter  of  our  subject,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  Norwalk;  she 
married  John  F.  Wilson,  a prosperous  farmer  of 
Ridgefield.  Conn.  They  have  six  children:  Bertha 
J..  who  married  Frederick  Avery;  Wilbur  H., 
who  married  Dora  Lasson;  and  Edward  C.,  Lottie 
M. , Ernest  M.,  and  Richard  R.,  all  four  of  whom 

remain  single.  Katie  J.  Raymond,  youngest  child 

of  our  subject,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Norwalk;  she  married  William  A.  Folwell,  a 
butcher  of  Norwalk.  Mr.  Folwell  at  the  time  of 
this  marriage  was  a widower.  By  his  first  wile, 
formerly  Miss  Pattison,  of  Watertown,  he  had 
one  child,  Frank  M.  B.  Folwell;  by  his  marriage, 
to  Miss  Grace  Wheeler  he  has  one  child,  Will- 
iam A.  Folwell.  . 

John  Keeler,  great-great-grandfather  of  Mrs. 

T.  M.  Raymond,  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Norwalk, 
Conn.,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  ot 
that  locality,  and  followed  farming  during  ; nu 
entire  life.  His  son  John,  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  town  ol  . or  < 
was  educated  there,  and  always  followe  at 
ing  His  son  Jehu,  the  grandfather  of  our su 1 - 
ject.  was  born  in  the  town  of  Norwalk,  - 
educated  there  in  the  common  schools,  an 
always  followed  farming.  He  marrie  L 
Lydia  Lockwood,  of  New  Canaan,  by  w ^ 
had  the  following  children:  James  ..  . 

a soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian  ' ' 

i died  when  about  eighteen  years  0 1 . J ’ ^ 

' also  died  when  about  eighteen;  Stephe  ■ 

Lyda.  who  was  burned  to  death,  - 

lust  us  and  Mercy.  u-asborn 

1 ust  us  Keeler,  father  of  our subiec  , ^ 

in  the  town  of  Norwalk.  May*'-  /5  ame  a 
, educated  in  the  distr.ct  schools,  and  ^ 

; prominent  and  prosperous  farmer  ^jag 

; engaged  to  some  extent  in  working  ■ ary  war  he 
, „x  vokes,  etc.  During  the  !ev°  u,lonacr^pany, 
was  a member  of  Captain  Corns  yonvalk. 

i went  to  New  York,  but  was  returner 3 ‘ icsbe 

| and  served  through  the  entire  wa  . 
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was  a Whig,  and  held  several  of  the  minor  offices 
of  his  town.  In  religion  he  was  a Congregation- 
al^. He  married  Miss  Charlotte  Olmstead  who 
was  born  September  to,  178s,  a daughter  of 
Asa  and  Bettie  (Stuart)  Olmstead,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a prosperous  farmer  of  the  town  of 
Wilton.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Justus  Keeler  were 
born  two  children:  Charlotte,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  and  Frances  L.,  who  remained 
single. 

Josiah  Raymond,  grandfather  of  our  subject’s 
husband,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Norwalk,  and 
was  there  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He 
was  a farmer  during  his  entire  life, except  while 
ser\  ing  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  married  a Miss  Merwin,  and  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Thomas,  who  married  Eunice 

Hanford;  Platt,  who  married  Hannah  Benedict; 
Jabea,  who  married  Sallie  Fitch;  Josiah,  who 
married  Clara  Mott;  George,  who  married 
Parmelia  Banks;  and  Merwin,  who  married 
Phebe  Marvin. 

Merwin  Raymond,  father  of  our  subject’s 
husband,  was  born  in  Norwalk,  and,  after  com- 
pleting his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
learned  the  hatter’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
or  a number  of  years.  Afterward  he  engaged  in 
farming.  He  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
>8i-  He  married  Miss  Phebe  Marvin,  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  Marvin,  of  Westport,  and 
had  the  following  children:  Isaac  and  Betsey, 
who  both  died  young;  Stephen,  who  married 
Amelia  Fitch;  josiah,  who  married  Abigail 
Crofut;  Marvin,  who  married  Laura  Morehouse; 
and  Thomas  M.,  who  married  (first)  Sallie  More- 
house, and  (second)  Charlotte  Keeler,  the  sub- 
ject proper  of  this  sketch.  By  his  first  marriage 
i nomas  M.  Raymond  had  one  son,  Stephen  Mar- 
gin Raymond,  who  is  now  deceased. 


TJ  ERCY  L.  JOHNSON,  a talented  member  of 
the  Bridgeport  Bar,  is  the  junior  member  of 
the  well-known  legal  firm  of  Hall  & Johnson, 
and  by  his  able  management  of  important  cases 
nas  won  an  enviable  reputation. 

Mr.  Johnson  comes  of  a good  old  English 
aT)d  his  ancestors  settled  in  this  section 
of  the  country  at  an  early  date.  John  Johnson, 
is  great-grandfather,  who  was  born  probably  in 
airfield  county,  was  a farmer  in  the  town  of 
, onrot-  Zenas  Johnson,  the  grandfather,  was 
°m  in  the  town  of  Monroe  and  made  his  home 
I-aston,  this  county,  where  he  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  many  vears. 

Joseph  W.  Johnson,  our  subject's  father,  was 
orn  'n  '841,  in  the  town  of  Easton,  where  he 


grew  to  manhood  and  engaged  in  farming.  About 
1882  he  became  interested  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness, and  at  various  times  he  was  called  upon  to 
settle  estates,  his  ability  and  integrity  winning 
general  confidence.  In  1887  he  removed  to 
■Bridgeport,  where  he  resided  until  his  death 
which  occurred  in  July,  1896.  Politically,  he 
was  a stanch  Republican,  and  for  many  vears  he 
was  regarded  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  his  party 
in  this  locality.  He  married  Miss  Martha  J 
Nickerson,  who  was  of  Scotch  descent  and  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  L.  D.  Nickerson,  a noted 
Methodist  clergyman  in  this  section  in  the  early 
days.  Of  their  four  children,  the  eldest,  Carrie, 
died  in  infancy.  Lorenzo,  who  died  February,’ 
1897,  was  a graduate  from  Wesleyan  University 
and  Harvard.  Percy  L. , our  subject,  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below.  Miss  Ella  A.  is  a stu- 
dent in  Wesleyan  University. 

Percy  L.  Johnson  was  born  February  10, 
1865,  in  the  town  of  Easton,  and  was  prepared 
for  college  in  the  old  academy  in  Easton  village. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  entered  Wesleyan 
University,  and  later  he  took  a course  in  the 
Yale  Law  School,  graduating  in  1891.  He  be- 
gan the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Bridgeport 
in  1894,  associating  himself  with  Edwin  F.  Hall, 
of  the  present  firm.  In  politics  Mr.  Johnson  is 
a Republican,  and  his  efficient  work  in  the  inter- 
ests of  his  party  has  already  been  recognized.  In 
April,  1898,  he  was  elected  alderman-at-large 
from  the  First  district  of  Bridgeport,  still  holding 
this  office.  In  religion  he  inclines  to  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  to  which  the  family  have  belonged; 
and  socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Sea  Side  Club.’ 

On  October  5,  1892,  Mr.  Johnson  married 
Miss  Kate  E.  Judson,  daughter  of  Charles  Jud- 
son,  of  Huntington,  this  county.  She  died  March 
30,  1896,  leaving  one  son,  Wilbur  Booth  John- 
son, and  on  July  13,  1898,  Mr.  Johnson  formed 
a second  union,  with  Miss  Edna  A.  Thompson, 
daughter  of  Edmund  Thompson,  of  Bridgeport. 


KKcF ARREN  KIRK,  for  the  past  third  of  a 
century  a resident  of  Stamford,  where  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  carpentry  business,  is  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  having  been  born  in 
the  town  of  Kent,  Putnam  county,  September  17, 
1829. 

William  Kirk,  father  of  our  subject,  also  a 
native  of  Putnam  county,  N.  Y.,  was  a carpenter 
and  builder,  which  trade  he  followed  throughout 
life,  at  the  same  time  operating  a small  farm 
owned  by  him  in  the  town  of  Kent,  Putnam 
county.  He  married  Mary  Hinckley,  of  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y. , daughter  of  Abijah  Hinckley,  and 
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children  as  follows  were  born  to  them:  James, 
Julia  (deceased),  Warren,  Demond,  Horace  (who 
was  killed  in  the  army  during  the  Civil  war),  and 
Laura. 

Warren  Kirk  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  i 
with  his  father,  following  same  in  the  town  of  I 
Kent,  and  also  carrying  on  farming  pursuits.  In 
that  township  he  was  married,  July  4,  1848,  to  j 
Mary  Lake,  who  was  born  there  December  3,  I 
1827,  and  they  had  a family  of  ten  children:  (1)  j 
Theodore  H.,  born  October  17,  1849,  married 
Frances  E.  Bassett,  and  had  two  children — Ben-  I 
nett  and  Frank;  (2)  Andrew  J.  (of  Glenbrook,  | 
Conn.),  born  February  10,  1851,  married  Bella  j 
Unckles,  and  has  one  son — John:  (3)  William  i 
Warten  (a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere)  was  | 
married  April  8,  1874,  to  Marv  Adelaide  Noyes, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Will  E.  J.  Kirk,  a phy-  1 
sician;  (4)  Laura  E.,  born  March  14,  1853,  mar-  1 
ried  Julius  A.  Smith,  and  had  three  children — I 
Caroline  A.,  Jennie  Irene  and  Marion  Julia;  (5)  I 
Phoebe  J.,  born  September  23,  1856,  is  deceased;  | 
(6)  Charles  A.  (of  Stamford,  Conn.),  born  June  I 
9,  1858,  married  Mary  Looney,  and  had  two  chil-  j 
dren— Howard  and  Harry;  (7)  Walter,  born 
October  31,  i860,  is  deceased;  (8)  Byron,  born  | 
April  29,  1862,  is  deceased;  (9)  Frank,  born  i 
August  3,  1865,  is  deceased  ; and  (10)  George  C.,  I 
born  August  25,  1867,  at  Stamford,  Conn.,  mar-  I 
ried  Julia  M.  Scofield,  and  their  daughter,  Mar-  1 
jorie  Scofield,  was  born  June  26,  1898.  The 
mother  of  these  was  called  from  earth  May  20, 
1897. 

Removing  from  Putnam  county,  N.  Y.,  about 
1851,  Warren  Kirk  carried  on  farming  in  Dan- 
bury, Conn.,  until  1861,  after  which  he  conducted 
a fish  and  vegetable  market  in  Stamford  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  In  the 
spring  of  1862,  in  Fairfield,  Conn.,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  17th  Conn.  V.  1.,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  in 
1865.  After  the  battle  of  Gainesville  he  was 
placed  on  detailed  service.  Returning  to  Stam- 
ford, Conn.,  after  his  discharge,  he  has  since  re- 
sided there,  engaged  in  the  carpenter  business. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Stam- 
ford, and,  socially,  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  belonging  to 
Hobbie  Post. 


M'lRAM  SCOFIELD,  who  for  over  fifty  years 
has  successfully  conducted  a shoemaking 
business  near  Lyons  Plain,  town  of  Weston,  Fair- 
field  county,  is  well  worthy  of  prominent  men- 
tion in  the  pages  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Scofield  was  born  June  18,  1825,  in  the 
town  of  Weston,  where  he  teceived  his  earlier  edu- 


cation, subsequently  attending  Easton  Academy, 
from  which  he  graduated.  On  laying  aside  his 
books  he  learned  shoemaking  under  the  tuition 
of  his  father,  whom  he  succeeded  in  business, 
and  for  over  half  a century  he  has  industriously 
followed  his  trade,  engaging  also  in  harness- 
making  part  of  the  time  at  the  same  stand. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  was  drafted,  but  furn- 
ished a substitute.  Politically  he  was  originally 
a stanch  Whig,  and  since  the  formation  of  the 
party  has  been  an  equally  zealous  Republican. 
In  religious  faith  he  has  been  a lifelong  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Weston,  of 
which  he  is  deacon,  and  has  been  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  for  some  years.  Mr.  Sco- 
field has  not  married. 

Peter  Scofield,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Norwalk,  Fairfield 
countv,  and  was  a shoemaker  by  trade  all  his 
days.  His  children  were  as  follows:  Edward, 
who  will  be  more  fully  spoken  of  farther  on, 
Charles,  mention  of  whom  immediately  follows, 
George:  Susan  A.,  wife  of  William  Smith;  and 
Harriet,  who  married  Edmund  Smith. 

Charles  Scofield,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Norwalk,  Fairfield  count), 
and  was  also  a lifelong  shoemaker,  succeeding 
his  father  in  the  business.  He  was  a prominent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  1 or- 
walk.  He  married  Miss  Abigail  Diamond 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Diamond,  respected 
farming  people  of  the  town  of  Weston,  an  t ree 
children  were  born  to  them:  Hiram,  our  su  jec  , 
Elizabeth,  unmarried;  and  Edward,  decease  t 

infancy.  , nr 

Edward  Scofield  was  born  in  the  town  01 

Norwalk,  and  received  his  elementary  e aca 
at  the  common  schools  of  the  neig  or  0 
his  bovhood  home,  afterward  a,,ending , 
Zanesville  (Ohio)  Theological  Seminary  wM 
he  was  graduated.  He  married  a b i?s  ^ 
and  two  of  their  sons  who  graduate 
(New  York)  College  are  now  ministers 
Gospel. 

MrlSS  SARAH  COLEY,  whose  life ' 

a volume  of  this  kind,  is  oe(^ding. 

appropriate,  -as  born  in  the  lo"n 
CL,  ahe  Mill  resides.  He,  I 
she  was  but  nine  years  of  ag  , - upthe 
thrown  on  her  own  resources,  atJ  gind-hearied, 
battle  of  life  for  herself.  Naturally  kmdh^  ^ 
bet  own  experience  has  taug  ..  unf0rtunate. 
best  aid  can  be  extended  great 

Charitable  aud  benevolent,  wit  ;|  an(* 

brotherhood  love  that  overlooks  the 
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finds  the  pood,  Miss  Coley  has  pone  quietlv  | 
about  easinp  the  burdens  of  her  fellow  men.  She  I 
is  a devout  and  consistent  member  of  the  Con-  | 
grepational  Church,  of  Georgetown,  and  one  of  i 
the  most  loved  of  the  noble  women  of  Redding.  I 

Onesimus  Coley,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  | 
was  a blacksmith  by  occupation,  and  followed  i 
that  trade  all  his  life.  Of  his  two  children,  Mary 
married  Ezra  Hull,  and  Azariah  was  the  father 
of  our  subject. 

Azariah  Coley  was  born  in  Redding,  was  i 
given  the  usual  educational  advantages  of  the  ! 
common  schools,  and  devoted  his  entire  life  to  i 
farming.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Andrews,  a j 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Hyde)  j 
Andrews,  of  Greens  Farms,  Conn.,  and  the  j 
following  is  the  record  of  their  family  of  chil-  j 
dren:  (i)  Betsey,  who  was  educated  in  the  schools  j 
of  Redding,  married  Edward  Merchant,  and  has 
had  three  children:  Sarah  J.,  Annie  S.(who  first 
married  Augustus  Hanford,  and  (second)  Henry 
Remington),  and  Libbie  C.  (2)  Mary  A.  mar- 
ried Aaron  Banks,  and  has  had  six  children— 
William  C.,  George  W.,  Stephen  E.,  Martin  A., 
Henry  H.,  and  Eugene.  (3)  Eunice  married  i 
William  S.  Cole.  (4)  William,  deceased,  was  a I 
farmer  of  Redding;  he  enlisted  in  the  17th  j 
Conn.  V.  l.,and  served  out  his  term  of  enlist-  j 
ment;  he  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  (5)  George,  who  died  in 
Georgetown  about  twelve  years  ago,  was  a 
farmer,  and  a prominent  worker  in  the  Repub- 
lican party;  he  held  a number  of  town  offices, 
and  otherwise  showed  his  interest  in  public 
affairs.  (6)  Sarah  is  our  subject.  The  parents  of 
this  family  were  faithful  Congregationalists,  and 
left  the  impress  of  their  God-fearing  characters 
on  their  children.  The  family  has  always  held 
an  honored  place  in  the  social  life  of  the  com- 
munity, and  has  been  worthily  represented  by 
each  individual  member. 


TlfENRY  M.  SENIOR,  a prominent  resident 
— — Mill  Plain,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  since  1865,  was  also  for  many 
years  identified  with  the  business  of  hat  manu- 
facturing, having  built  a shop  there  in  1870. 

Mr.  Senior  is  a native  of  Dorsetshire,  Eng- 
land, where  he  was  born  July  J,  1826.  His 
father,  William  Senior,  who  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, was  born  in  the  same  locality  in  1789, 
and  on  coming  to  America  with  his  family  located 
m the  town  of  Washington,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y. , 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1859.  Our  subject's 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Harvey, 
was  born  in  1794  and  died  in  1881.  There  were 


twelve  children  in  the  family:  William,  Jr.,  Eliza- 
beth, John  and  Sarah,  all  d'eceased;  George,  now 
a resident  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; Ann,  de- 
ceased; Thomas,  residing  in  Orange  county, 
N.  Y. ; Christopher,  who  lives  in  Cleveland.  Ohio; 
Edward,  deceased;  Louisa,  now  residing  in  Or- 
ange county.  N.  Y. ; Henry  M.,  our  subject;  and 
Joseph,  who  is  in  the  printing  business  at  Bridge- 
port, this  county. 

Henry  M.  Senior  was  between  three  and  four 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  brought  him  to  this 
country,  and  his  education  was  obtained  in  the 
schools  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  In  early  man- 
hood he  learned  the  hatter’s  trade  at  Danbury, 
and  then  continued  to  work  for  a time  as  a jour- 
neyman. On  April  1,  1865,  he  opened  the  gen- 
eral store  at  Mill  Plain  which  he  has  ever  since 
conducted  successfully,  and  in  1870,  as  has  been 
noted,  he  erected  a hat  factory  in  the  same  vil- 
lage. For  some  time  he  carried  on  a thriving 
business  in  this  line,  employing  about  fifty  hands 
and  manufacturing  a good  quality  of  stiff  and  soft 
fur  hats,  but  in  1892  he  closed  up  his  shop  on  ac- 
count of  the  dull  times. 

Mr.  Senior  has  always  been  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  and  is  a leading  Republican  of  his  town. 
For  twenty  years  he  has  held  the  office  of  post- 
master at  Mill  Plain,  serving  continuously  with 
the  exception  of  the  four  years  during  Cleveland's 
first  term,  when  a Democrat  was  appointed. 

In  1847  Mr.  Senior  married  Miss  Phcebe  Jane 
Legg,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Hannah  (Newkirk) 
Legg,  her  mother  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Eliza 
Newkirk.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Senior  have  eight  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living:  Alice,  born  Sep- 

tember 29,  1S49.  and  Elizabeth,  born  August 
23,  1851,  are  at  home;  Henry  M.,  Jr.,  born  Oc- 
tober 29,  1853,  married  Miss  Hattie  Scofield,  of 
Norwalk;  Ella  J.,  born  December  31,  1855,  mar- 
ried Elmer  J.  Rundle,  of  Salem,  N.  Y.,  son  of 
Nathan  and  Sarah  (Rider)  Rundle;  Theodore, 
born  April  17,  1858,  married  Miss  Elnora  Vrad- 
enburg,  of  the  town  of  Southeast,  Putnam  Co., 
N.  Y.;  Charles  A,,  born  August  16,  i860,  mar- 
ried Miss  Susie  King,  daughter  of  James  and 
Jessie  King,  of  Matteawan;  Sadie  M.,  born  No- 
vember 13,  1862;  and  John  J.,  born  January  16, 
1865,  are  at  home.  Mr.  Senior  was  reared  in 
the  Episcopal  faith,  but  he  and  his  family  attend 
the  Baptist  Church  at  Mill  Plain,  of  which  Mrs. 
Senior  is  an  active  member. 


CHARLES  P.  HUTCHINS,  M.  D.,of  Bridge- 
port, is  prominent  among  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  fraternity  in  that  city,  and 
his  success  in  the  practical  treatment  of  cases 
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furnishes  a guarantee  of  wider  fame  and  oppor- 
tunity in  the  future. 

The  Doctor  comes  of  good  English  ancestry, 
and  his  family  has  been  identified  with  New  Eng- 
land from  an  early  period.  Col.  Gordon  Hutch- 
ins, the  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a regularly  commissioned  officer  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  Levi  Hutchins,  his  son,  was  a 
resident  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  a clockmakerby 
occupation.  John  Hutchins,  the  Doctor's  grand- 
father. was  born  in  New’  Hampshire,  and  was 
engaged  in  business  for  many  years  as  a boot 
and  shoe  dealer. 

Dr.  Alexander  Hutchins,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  New  York,  and  is  a leading 
physician  of  Brooklyn,  where  he  has  been  in 
active  practice  for  about  forty  years.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Pelton,  is  a mem- 
ber of  a well-known  family  of  Dutchess  county, 
N.  Y..  and  was  born  in  Poughkeepsie,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  M.  Pelton,  a wealthy  carpet  man- 
ufacture:. Seven  children  were  born  to  Dr. 
Alexander  Hutchins  and  his  estimable  wife,  as 
follows:  Elizabeth  and  Jeannie,  deceased; 

Marion,  wdfe  of  George  F.  Johnston,  of  Pough- 
keepsie; Miss  Gertrude,  who  is  at  home:  Charles 
P. , our  subject;  Gordon,  who  is  connected  with 
a Nevada  gold-mining  company;  and  George,  a 
student  in  Yale  College. 

Charles  P.  Hutchins  was  born  September  10, 
1872,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  his  boyhood 
was  spent.  In  1890  he  graduated  from  Adelphi 
Academy  after  an  eight-years  course,  and  he 
then  entered  Williams  College,  where  he  re- 
mained a year  and  a half.  For  about  the  same 
length  of  time  he  studied  in  the  art  department 
of  Columbia  College,  and  on  leaving  that  institu- 
tion he  spent  a short  time  as  - a reporter  on  the 
New  York  World , and  nine  months  with  the  A. 
D.  Juillard  Company.  His  natural  bent  toward 
the  medical  profession  having  asserted  itself,  he 
took  a course  in  the  Long  Island  College,  and 
graduated  in  1897  with  high  honors,  being  ap- 
pointed valedictorian  of  the  class.  As  the  tesult 
of  a special  competitive  examination  he  received 
the  appointment  of  resident  physician  of  the 
Long  Island  College  Hospital,  a position  which 
gave  him  invaluable  opportunities  for  observa- 
tion and  practice  in  a wide  range  of  cases.  Later 
he  opened  an  office  at  No.  252  State  street, 
Bridgeport,  and  he  has  already  won  an  enviable 
standing  among  the  local  practitioners.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Bridgeport  Medical  Society  and  of 
several  oiganizations  of  a social  natuie.  including 
the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  Fraternity  of  Williams  Col- 
lege. His  fine  physique  has  been  developed  by 
athletic  sports,  of  which  he  is  still  fond,  and 


while  in  Columbia  College  he  was  captain  of  the 
base-ball  team.  On  May  5,  1897,  the  Doctor 
married  Miss  Margaret  E.  Snowden,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Snowden,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland. 


JrOHN  J.  BURNELL,  M.  D..  is  one  of  the 
t successful  and  prominent  practitioners  of 
Greenwich.  He  is  yet  young  in  years,  but 
he  stands  foremost  among  the  medical  men  of 
the  town,  and  in  the  whole  array  of  brilliant  phy- 
sicians it  would  be  difficult  to  find  one  whose  de- 
votion to  the  healing  art  is  more  enthusiastic,  01 
one  who  more  thoroughly  keeps  pace  with  the 
wonderful  strides  that  have  lately  been  made  in 
this  great  profession. 

Doctor  Burnell  is  a representative  of  a prom- 
inent family  of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  founded  by 
his  great-grandfather,  who  more  than  a century 
ago  migrated  to  America  from  England.  Hon. 
John  Jay,  the  brilliant  statesman,  jurist  and 
diplomatist  in  the  formative  years  of  the  Repub- 
lic, was-connected  with  this  family.  Our  subject 
is  a son  of  George  G.  and  Mary  (Barnes)  Burne  , 
the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of  Coopers- 
town,  N.  Y.,  and  a prominent  merchant  of  Otsego 
county.  He  was  public-spirited,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  politics.  Prior  to  the  Civil  war  e 
was  a Democrat,  but  during  the  great  struggle 
and  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Septem- 
ber, 1863,  he  was  a Republican.  He  was  dm- 
ing  a spirited  horse,  on  his  way  home  roni 
business  trip,  when  he  was  fatally  ktcke  >' 

fractious  animal. death  ensuingsoon  after. 

G.  Burnell  had  been  twice  married.  By  ms ■ nr- 
wife  he  had  four  children:  Ella,  1 'a”  j 

Kate,  and  George  G.  Ella,  who  is  a Sra  , 
Albany  Normal  School,  resides  in  Brook!) ■ , 
widow  of  J - C.  Stead,  who  was  a Prom  ne  ‘d 

ventor,  and  the  manufacturer  of  Stead  seel 

appliances  for  engine  boilers.  W«ll»m  C * • 
attache  of  the  pension  office  a , n(j 

Kate  is  a graduate  of  Albany  Normal  School  an 
is  now  Mrs.  Samuel  Patton,  of  A1  y* 

I George  G.  is  a capitalist  of  Coopersto  'Bv  his 
i ested  in  many  important  enterpr  - - Qb. 

1 second  wife,  Mary  Barnes,  the  father  R 

I ject  had  two  children:  John  J.  nuvsjcjan  at 

I the  latter  of  whom  is  a practicing  P ^ in  No- 
| South  Norwalk,  Conn.  The  mo  he^  ^ aI 
I vember,  1863.  and  both  parents 
I Cooperstown,  New  ork.  born 

John  J.  Burnell,  our  subjec  . «*.,„*.* 
1 Cooperstown,  N.  'L,  hebruary  • bere|t  0| 
I will  be  seen,  was  a young  c 1 ,1  nt  educs- 

I both  parents.  He  received  an 1 of  john  0. 

I tion,  being  first  under  the  ins 
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White,  who  had  charge  of  the  Boys’  School  in 
New  York  City.  Our  subject  progressed  rap- 
idly, and  was  but  a boy  when  he  entered  Union 
College,  at  Schenectady,  N.  Y.  From  the  col- 
legiate department  he  entered  the  medical  de- 
partment of  that  institution,  at  Albany,  matricu- 
lating in  1886.  Thence  he  entered  the  Roose- 
velt Hospital,  New  York,  and  was  attached  to 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  until 
1888,  when  he  was  appointed,  by  the  New  York 
board  of  health  to  look  alter  the  reservoirs  and 
their  sources  in  Westchester  county,  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  North  Castle.  While  attending  to  these 
municipal  duties  at  North  Castle,  and  guarding 
the  purity  of  the  water  supply,  he  built  up  a 
considerable  medical  practice,  which  extended 
largely  to  Greenwich.  In  1894  he  severed  his 
connection  with  the  New  York  board  of  health 
and  located  at  Greenwich,  where  he  opened  an 
office,  and  where  he  has  since  been  in  continual 
and  increasing  practice. 

Doctor  Burnell  is  married  to  Miss  Mary  Tripp, 
of  Mamaroneck,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Lehman  B. 
Tripp,  ex-sheriff  and  ex-treasurer  of  Westchester 
county,  and  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
best-known  families  of  that  county.  Doctor  and 
Mrs.  Burnell  have  two  children:  Mary  and  Fran-  I 
cis.  Mrs.  Burnell  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  | 
Church.  Doctor  Burnell  is  a stanch  Democrat,  | 
and  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of  j 
finance  which  have  been  championed  by  Hon.  , 
William  J.  Bryan.  He  is  a member  of  Mt.  Kisko  I 
Lodge  No.  708,  F.  & A.  M.,  in  New  York  State,  i 
As  a citizen,  the  Doctor  rankshigh  in  the  commu- 
nity, and,  as  a physician,  it  can  be  said  that  he  has 
been  remarkably  successful,  and  that  he  has  built 
up  a most  lucrative  practice.  His  brilliant  profes- 
sional talent  is  supplemented  by  an  energy  of  de- 
votion that  has  materially  assisted  him  in  his 
professional  advancement,  for  he  believes  in  hard 
work,  a theory  he  puts  into  constant  practice. 


7KLBERT  R.  MALKIN.  Prominent  among 
J&k  those  who  have  been  successful  as  con- 
tractors and  builders  is  Albert  R.  Malkin,  who 
was  born  in  New  Canaan,  this  county,  April  16, 
1860,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Julia  (Raymond) 
Malkin. 

Samuel  Malkin  was  born  in  Macclesfield, 
Cheshire,  England,  a son  of  Richard  Malkin, 
who,  coming  to  America,  settled  in  New  Canaan, 
and  there  died.  Samuel  Malkin  was  a child 
when  his  parents  came  to  the  New  World,  hence 
almost  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  Fair- 
field  county,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of  shoe 
fitter.  He  married  Julia  Raymond,  who  was 


born  in  the  town  of  New  Canaan,  a representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  county. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  them:  Albert  R. 
(our  subject),  Lilia,  Nellie,  Mary,  Hattie,  Harry 
and  William.  Mr.  Malkin  is  a firm  believer  in 
the  principles  promulgated  in  the  platforms  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  is  a faithful  attendant 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  is  also 
his  wife. 

Albert  R.  Malkin  was  eleven  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  brought  him  to  Norwalk,  and  he  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
city.  On  leaving  the  classroom  he  entered  the 
drug  store  of  Edward  P.  Weed,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  Mr.  Weed’s  death  in  1880;  then, 
in  company  with  Dr.  J.  G.  Gregory  he  bought 
out  the  store,  which  for  nearly  six  years  was 
conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  G.  Gregory 
& Co.  On  January  1,  1886,  he  began  to  learn 
the  carpenter's  trade  with  Hart  Denton,  and 
alter  a two-years’  apprenticeship  he  formed  a co- 
partnership with  Mr.  Denton  which  lasted  until 
1894,  when  Mr.  Malkin  embarked  in  the  con- 
tracting and  building  business  for  himself.  This 
venture  has  proved  successful,  and  the  careful 
supervision  exercised  by  Mr.  Malkin  is  made 
manifest  by  the  superior  work,  and  by  the  emi- 
nent satisfaction  of  his  patrons.  In  connection 
with  his  carpenter  shqp  a planing-mill  is  run, 
where  first-class  workmanship  is  assured.. 

In  1883  Mr.  Malkin  was  married  to  Miss 
Catherine  A.  Denton,  who  was  born  in  Norwalk, 
a daughter  of  Hart  Denton,  with  whom  our  sub- 
ject learned  his  trade.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  Albert  D.  and  Kathryn  H.  Mr. 
Malkin  cast  his  first  vdte  in  behalf  of  the  men 
and  measures  advocated  by  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  never  seen  any  reason  to  cause  him  to 
transfer  his  allegiance.  When  he  was  just  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age  he  became  a member  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  and  has  ever  since  taken  an 
active  part  in  its  work.  He  is  also  a member  of 
several  local  benefit  societies.  In  religious  be- 
lief Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malkin  cling  to  the  faith  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  contribute  liberally  to 
its  support.  They  are  prominent  in  social  rela- 
tions, and  their  pretty  home  is  often  the  scene  of 
pleasant  social  gatherings. 


Jt  MOL  F.  BERGER.  Many  of  our  most 
_ substantial  citizens  are  of  foreign  birth, 
and  to  them  all  honor  is  due  when  they  come  to 
this  country  and,  finding  in  the  friendly  soil  a 
home,  give  to  this  government  the  honor  and 
allegiance  due  to  a kindly  foster-parent.  Amol 
F.  Berger,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
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at  Courchavon,  Canton  of  Berne,  Switzerland, 
May  12,  i860. 

Francis  Berger,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
also  a native  of  Courchavon.  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  cabinet-making.  In  1868  he  left  his 
native  land  and  sought  to  find  a new  home  and 
new  friends  in  the  Western  World.  He  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Company 
at  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  there  remained. 
Francis  Berger  married  Jeanette  Myers,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: Amol  F. ; Mary,  of  New  Haven;  Lumena, 

of  Baltimore:  Frank,  who  is  connected  with  the 
Pembroke  laundry;  Jeanette,  Augustine  and 
Marguerite,  of  Bridgeport;  and  Julius  and 
Charles,  both  of  the  Pembroke  laundry. 

Amol  F.  Berger  began  his  education  in  the 
excellent  schools  of  his  native  .land.,  and  on  com- 
ing with  his  parents  to  America  he  studied  in  the 
schools  at  Yandeusen,  Mass.,  and  at  Bridgeport, 
this  county.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  be- 
gan working  in  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  factory, 
but  remained  only  three  months,  as  he  was 
offered  a more  lucrative  position  with  the  Howe 
Company,  with  whom  he  continued. for  seventeen 
years.  In  1889  he  began  farming  the  Hill's 
farm,  on  the  Newtown  turnpike,  in  the  town  of 
Bridgeport,  and  here  for  nine  years  he  toiled 
with  no  little  success.  He  then  removed  to  the 
••Bonnie  View  Farm  "in  Trumbull,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  milk  business.  He  now  owns  a 
fine  farm  in  Chestnut  Hill  District,  the  result 
of  his  careful  management  and  good  business 
methods,  and  by  industry  and  economy  he.  has 
been  able  to  provide  for  himself  a rest  from 
business  cares  when  he  desires. 

Mr.  Berger  was  married  in  Bridgeport  to 
Miss  Margaret  Maguire,  a native  of  Liverpool, 
England,  and  eight  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union:  Irene,  Emil,  John,  Fred,  Jeanette, 

Aurelia,  Loraine  and  Ethel.  Mr.  Berger  has  al- 
ways befriended  any  progressive  movement,  and 
has  contributed  both  time  and  means  toward  ob- 
taining substantial  improvements  for  his  town 
and  county. 

B,  USSELL  WALTER  LOWE,  M.  D..  of 
j Ridgefield,  Fairfield  county,  is  well  known 
in  medical  circles  throughout  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, and,  locally,  has  the  largest  general 
practice  in  his  section.  Though  respected, 
trusted  and  consulted  alike  by  patients  and 
brother  professionals,  for  hts  learning,  experi- 
ence and  skill,  the  Doctor  is  still  a young  man, 
having  been  born  March  19,  1866,  in  Oneida, 
Lenox  township,  Madison  county,  New  York. 


Doctor  Lowe  is  of  English  descent,  his  grand- 
father, John  Lowe,  having  been  a native  of  Eng- 
land, whence  he  came  with  his  family  to  America 
in  about  1847.  He  settled  at  Stockbridge,  N.Y.. 
in  the  Oneida  Valley,  and  here  reared  his  family 
of  seven  children,  who  were  named  as  follows: 
James,  John,  Walter  Robert,  William,  Septi- 
mus, Charles  and  Sarah.  Walter  Robert  Lowe, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1839,  in 
Buxton,  Norfolk,  England,  and  was  but  a boy 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United 
States.  He  became  an  architect  and  builder, 
acquiring  an  enviable  reputation  and  patronage 
in  that  line,  especially  in  Madison  county,  N.Y., 
where  he  is  considered  a very  successful  business 
man.  His  fellow  citiz.ens  have  honored  him  by 
placing  him  in  many  positions  of  trust,  and  he 
has  served  for  years  as  collector  and  assessor  ol 
his  town,  and  also  as  alderman,  to  their  un- 
bounded satisfaction.  Public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising, he  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  advance 
the  welfare  of  his  community,  and  has  given  his 
influence  and  support  to  every  measure  for  that 
end.  In  political  opinion  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican. On  August  9.  1864,  Mr.  Lowe  wedded 
Miss  Abbie  De  Etta  Ranney,  daughter  of  Oliver 
Russell  and  Elizabeth  Ranney,  of  Stockbridge, 
N.  Y.,  and  two  children  were  born  to  them: 

| Russell  Walter  and  Agnes  E. 

1 Doctor  Lowe  received  his  early  education  in 
his  native  town,  graduating  from  the  Oneida  High 
School  in  1883.  On  October  26,  1884,  he  went 
to  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  ma- 
triculating there,  and,  taking  the  full  three-years’ 
course,  graduated  just  two  weeks  before  reaching 
his  majority.  He  was  a class  officer,  being  one 
of  the  three  committeemen,  and  chairman  of  the 
committee.  During  his  course  he  took  up  much 
special  work,  and  in  his  second  year  spent  several 
months  in  Roosevelt  Hospital.  After  graduation 
he  came  to  Bridgeport  to  take  the  examination  for 
house  surgeon  at  Bridgeport  Hospital,  and  was 
1 chosen  for  that  position,  which  he  filled  one  year. 

I In  April,  1890,  the  Doctor  located  in  George- 
i town,  Fairfield  county,  where  he  opened  an  office 
t and  engaged  in  general  practice  for  about  three 
years,  up  to  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Ridgefield. 
He  had  a lucrative  and  growing  country  practice, 

I but  after  the  death  of  Dr.  Todd,  of  Ridgefield,  he 
1 was  induced  to  remove  hither  by  several  promi- 
1 nent  citizens,  taking  up  his  residence  in  the  town 
I in  March,  1893.  He  has  built  up  a very  fine 
1 general  practice  in  the  village  and  adjoining 
• county,  of  which  he  may  justly  be  proud,  and 
1 his  leputation  is  not  confined  to  his  town  or 
1 county.  Doctor  Lowe  has  risen  to  his  present 
1 rank  bv  steady  perseverance  and  strict  attention 
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to  duty,  and  his  material  success  is  as  much  due 
to  this  as  to  his  professional  ability.  He  is  now 
resident  fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  as  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  and  the 
Danbury  Medical  Society.  As  a citizen  he  is 
public-spirited  and  progressive,  working  for  the 
welfare  of  the  people  in  general,  and  taking  a 
■keen  interest  in  public  affairs.  Politically,  he  is 
a Republican,  and  a sound-money  man,  but  he  is 
not  active  in  party  work. 

Doctor  Lowe  was  married,  in  1891,  to  Miss 
M.  Louise  Beers,  daughter  of  William  Beers,  of 
Ridgefield,  and  they  have  one  son,  Gilbert  Rus- 
sell. Fraternally,  the  Doctor  is  a most  active 
and  interested  member  of  the  F.  & A.  M..  being 
associated  with  Ark  Lodge  No.  39,  of  George- 
town, of  which  he  is  past  master. 


AS  BLAND.  Few  representative  cit- 
J i-zens  of  Stamford  have  attained  the  suc- 
■cess  in  life  which  must  be  accorded  to  Thomas 
Bland,  a well-known  builder  and  a prominent 
rnan  of  that  city.  He  is  a native  of  Stamford, 
having  been  born  there  April  4,  1852,  son  of 
Charles  Bland.  Joseph  Bland,  the  grandfather 
ol  our  subject,  was  an  Englishman  by  birth  and 
a resident  of  Manchester,  England,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a butcher.  Coming  to 
America,  he  settled  in  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.  He  became  a captain  of  a coasting  ves- 
sel, and  during  a storm  was  drowned  in  Long 
Island  Sound. 

Charles  Bland,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and 
a son  of  Captain  Moses  and  Sarah  E.  Bland, 
was  born  at  Manchester,  England.  He  learned 
from  his  father  the  butcher  business,  and  with 
him  emigrated  to  America.  He  was  largely  a 
self-educated  man,  and  was  unusually  well  read. 
He  had  married  Miss  Margaret  Sweeny  in  Eng- 
land. Upon  his  arrival  in  the  United  States  he 
ecame  connected  with  the  Stamford  Manufac- 
turing Company,  and  for  thirty-five  years  was  a 
cooper  in  the  employ  of  that  company.  He 
died  about. 1877.  Charles  and  Margaret  Bland 
had  three  children,  as  follows:  Sarah  E. , widow 
of  D.  Waterbury;  Thomas,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  and  Charles  J.,  who  is  now  deceased. 

Thomas  Bland,  our  subject,  spent  his  early 
school  days  in  Stamford,  and  after  attending  the 
public  schools  finished  his  education  at  the  pri- 
vate school  of  G.  B.  Glendin  ing.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  was  bound  out  as  an  appren- 
tice to  Kirk  & Schofield  for  the  term  of  three 
3 ears.  Upon  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Bland 


worked  at  his  trade,  that  of  carpenter,  for  a 
year,  but  his  mind  was  too  active  to  remain  long 
at  the  bench.  He  began  dealing  in  real  estate 
in  Bridgeport,  and  in  that  city  carried  on,  for 
two  years,  a house-furnishing  store.  Disposing 
of  that  business,  however,  he  returned  to  Stam- 
ford, where  for  six  years  he  was  foreman  in  the 
shops  of  the  St.  John  Woodworking  Company,  at 
the  same  time  conducting  a real-estate  business. 
He  purchased  a building  lot  at  No.  204  Main 
street  and  erected  a building.  He  next  engaged  for 
three  years  in  the  house-furnishing  goods  trade, 
then  returned  to  the  St.  John  Woodworking  Com- 
pany, remaining  there  for  the  period  of  two  years 
as  salesman  and  shipping  clerk.  In  May,  1897, 
Mr.  Bland  engaged  in  contracting  work  in  build- 
ing up  a suburban  avenue,  and  he  has  prospered 
beyond  his  utmost  expectations  in  the  enterprise. 
The  success  he  has  attained  is  the  result  of  his 
own  courage  and  judgment,  and  it  gives  evidence 
of  a character  that  may  be  counted  upon  as  a 
most  valuable  asset  in  the  city  where  he  lives,  for 
it  is  due  very  largely  to  men  of  his  pluck  and  in- 
sight that  the  improvements  of  which  a city  is 
proud  are  made. 

Mr.  Bland  was  married  in  Stamford  to  Miss 
Carrie  F.  Whitney,  daughter  of  George  Whitney, 
of  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  and  they  have  three 
children:  Louise  Pauline,  Charles  T.,  and  Ethel. 
For  nine  years  Mr.  Bland  has  been  assessor  of 
Stamford.  He  is  a member  of  Union  Lodge  No. 
5,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  for  many  years  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Few  business  men  have 
reached  the  standing  attained  by  Mr.  Bland. 
Starting  in  business  life  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  with  no  capital,  he  has  made  a remark- 
able success  of  everything  he  has  undertaken, 
and  he  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and 
public-spirited  citizens  of  Stamford. 


LBERT  WILCOXSON,  treasurer  of  the 
Stratford  Oyster  Company,  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  citizens  of  his  locality.  Since  i860 
he  has  held  the  offices  of  assessor  and  school  vis- 
itor continuously,  and  at  times  he  has  been 
chosen  to  other  positions  including  those  of 
selectman  and  town  treasurer,  his  able  and 
efficient  service  being  appreciated  by  the  people 
without  reference  to  party  lines.  In  fact,  al- 
though he  is  a stanch  Democrat  he  has  never 
been  dependent  upon  any  special  class  of  voters 
for  his  support,  as  in  i860  his  name  appeared 
on  both  the  Republican  and  Democratic  tickets 
for  the  offices  mentioned,  and  once  he  was  elected 
by  a handsome  majority  when  neither  of  those 
parties  had  given  him  a nomination. 
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Mr.  Wilcoxson  belongs  to  one  of  the  pioneer 
families,  tracing  his  descent  from  William  Wil- 
coxson, a native  of  Lancashire,  England,  who 
was  made  a freeman  in  Massachusetts  in  1636, 
and  settled  in  Stratford,  this  county,  in  1639. 
Ephraim  Wilcoxson,  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father, was  a native  of  Stratlord.  Col.  Ephraim 
J.  Wilcoxson,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in- Stratford  November  13,  1761,  and 
took  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  also 
that  of  1812,  his  title  being  won  by  his  service 
in  the  latter  struggle.  He  followed  farming  in 
Stratford  throughout  his  life,  and  died  there  on 
January  15,  183S.  His  wife.  Mary  (Wheeler), 
was  a native  of  the  town,  and  the  remains  of 
both  were  interred  in  a cemetery  near  their  old 
home.  They  had  three  children:  John,  our  sub- 
ject’s father;  Lucius  L.,  a prominent  citizen  and 
substantial  farmer  of  Stratford,  where  his  death 
occurred  some  years  ago;  and  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Oliver  Beardsley,  a farmer  in  the  same  town. 

Hon.  John  Wilcoxson  was  born  in  Stratford 
in  1805,  and  became  a successful  farmer  of  that 
locality.  He  was  influential  in  local  affairs,  and 
for  many  years  was  one  of  the  leading  Democrats 
of  the  State,  serving  three  terms  as  a representa- 
tive in  the  Lower  house  of  the  Legislature,  and 
one  term  in  the  State  Senate.  In  religious  faith 
he  was  an  Episcopalian.  His  death  occurred 
March  30,  1870,  and  his  wife,  Susan  Caroline 
(Wells),  died  in  1880.  She  was  a native  of 
Stratford,  where  her  father,  Legrand  Wells,  was 
a lifelong  resident,  and  her  family  has  long  been 
prominent  in  that  locality.  Albert  was  the  eldest 
of  four  children,  the  others  being:  Walter,  born 
October  24,  1832,  is  a carpenter  bv  trade,  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Stratford:  George  S.,  born 
December  20,  1S41,  was  drowned  at  sea;  and 
Miss  Susan  C.,  born  January  17,  1845,  is  a resi- 
dent of  the  town  of  Stratford. 

Albert  Wilcoxson  was  born  November  24, 
1S29,  at  the  old  home  in  Stratford,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  and  the  academy  in 
Stratford  village.  On  leaving  school  he  became 
interested  in  farming,  and  he  has  also  done  much 
work  as  a surveyor  in  his  own  and  neighboring 
towns.  His  sound  judgment  and  well-proven 
integrity  are  valued  in  business  circles,  and  at 
times  he  has  invested  in  different  enterprises,  at 
present  being  prominently  connected  with  the 
Stratford  Oyster  Company,  of  which  he  has  been 
treasurer  since  its  formation  in  1881.  Mr.  Wil- 
coxson is  very  popular  among  his  fellow  citizens 
in  Stratford,  who  repose  the  gieatest  confidence 
in  him,  and  he  has  often  been  called  upon  to 
settle  estates. 

On  November  23,  1852.  Mr.  Wilcoxson  mar- 


ried Miss  Ann  Eliza  Curtis,  and  six  children  have 
blessed  this  union:  Louise  is  the  wife  of  Samuel 
W.  Beardsley,  of  Stratford;  Albertine,  living  at 
home,  has  for  years  been  a teacher  in  the  Strat- 
ford schools;  John  C.,  a farmer  in  Stratford, 
married  Esther  L.  Curtis,  daughter  of  Peter  P. 
Curtis,  of  Stratford,  and  they  have  two  daughters 
— Mabel  B.  and  Rachel;  Georgia  A.,  Alice  May 
and  Harry  are  at  home.  Mrs.  Wilcoxson  is  a 
member  of  an  old  and  respected  family  of  the 
town  of  Monroe,  being  one  of  the  four  children 
of  Levi  and  Thursey  (Turney)  Curtis,  the  latter 
being  a daughter  of  Robert  Turney.  The  others 
are  Susan  C.,  Polly  Betsey  and  Eli,  all  residents 
of  Monroe  township. 


StlDNEY  BAILEY.  Among  the  most  pleasant 

• summer  resorts  to  be  found  in  the  picturesque 

region  around  Danbury  is  the  "Bailey  House 
at  Lake  Kanozia.  two  miles  from  the  city.  Its 
genial  proprietor  is  a man  who  is  accustomed  tosuc- 
cess  in  his  undertakings, and  under  hiscareful  man- 
agement the  place  will  doubtless  become  eren  more 
i popular  than  it  has  been  in  the  past.  Mr.  Bailey 
! is  well-known  as  a successful  agriculturist  and 
I dairvinan.  and  his  farm  of  sixty  acres  is  one  0 
I the  best  of  its  size  in  Mill  Plain  District. 

Sidney  Bailev  was  born  June  2i,  *'  in 
Brewsters,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  the  son  of  Hacka- 

liah  and  Sarah  Ann  (Reynolds)  Bailey.  Li  e mos 
country  lads  he  spent  his  summers  in  farm  work, 
in  winter  attending  the  local  schools,  u 
eighteen  he  determined  to  leave  the  0 
and  seek  a more  congenial  sphere  in  merca 
lilt.  Accordingly  he  went  to  Danbury  an  - 
cured  a position  as  clerk  in  Eli  Werners  c . 
store,  but  two  years  there  taught  him  0 app 

ate  the  charms  of  country  life.  In  u 3 

ried  Miss  Addie  Keeler,  and  he  soon  afte 
gave  up  his  clerkship  and  purchase  G ds 
farm,  which  is  bounded  on  the  north  v 
of  Delos  Giegory,  on  the  east  by  those  0 Elm  r 
Keeler,  on  the  south  by  the  New  England^ 
road,  and  on  the  west  by  the  proper  dairy 
Fowlei . Mr.  Bailey  makes  a specialty  > 
work,  keeping  an  average  of  ten 1 cows,  ^ (arm 
chased  his  hotel  in  the  spring  of  • du|}, 

and  dairy  furnish  choice  supplies  * 

appreciated  by  his  guests.  n and  he 

In  politics  Mr.  Bailey  is  a Repubhcan..  ^ 
is  influential  in  a quiet  way  in  o ,atDan- 
wife  ,s  a member  of  the  D*.^! ^ afld 
bury,  and  he  is  in  sympathy  (anliiy  con- 

with  all  worthy  movements,  in  ga;|ey 

sists  of  two  children:  Ray  an  - ' ’ minent 
is  a daughter  of  John  Platt  Keeler,  a pro 
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resident  of  Ridgebury,  this  county,  and  her 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza  Mead, 
was  a daughter  of  John  Weslev  Mead,  of  Brew- 
sters, New  York. 


PATRICK  LAVERY  is  a member  of  the  Lav- 
erv  Grocery  Company,  a well-known  firm  of 
Bridgeport,  and  he  and  his  brother  Michael,  with 
whom  he  is  in  partnership,  enjoy  an  extensive 
and  profitable  trade. 

Mr.  Lavery  was  born  October  31,  1864,  in 
County  Armagh,  Ireland,  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  became  a sailor,  spending  two  years 
in  voyages  to  different  points  in  the  Red  Sea,  the 
Mediterranean  and  other  parts  of  the  world,  and 
he  then  came  to  the  United  States,  in  February, 
1883,  locating  in  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  followed  same 
for  about  nine  years,  and  in  February,  1895,  he 
came  to  Bridgeport  and  entered  the  employ  of 
his  brother  Hugh,  who  was  then  engaged  in  the 
grocery  and  liquor  business  at  our  subiect’s  pres- 
ent siore.  No.  374  East  Main  street.  On  Sep- 
tember 1,  1897.  our  subject  and  his  brother 
Michael  purchased  the  business  which  they  have 
since  conducted  successfully. 

November  15,  1887,  Mr.  Lavery  married 
Miss  Maria  Corcoran,  of  Watertown,  X.  Y.,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  James  Corcoran,  a native  of 
Ireland.  She  died  in  1888,  the  mother  of  one 
child,  who  died  in  the  same  year.  On  July  17, 
’S95.  Mr.  Lavery  married  Miss  Anna  Gellick,  of 
New  } ork  City,  a daughter  of  Matthew  Gellick, 
of  Ireland,  and  two  children,  Beatrice  and  John, 
brighten  their  home. 

Michael  Lavery,  our  subject's  brother  and 
business  partner,  was  born  July  11,  1S73,  at  the 
old  home  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  A.  McCarty,  of  Bridgeport.  Both 
brothers  are  Democrats  in  politics,  and  they  are 
earnest  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
in  Bridgeport.  Socially  they  aie  popular,  be- 
longing to  the  Order  of  Red  Men  and  the  For- 
esters of  America. 


CH.  SCOVILLE,  M.  D.,  of  New  Canaan,  is 
numbered  among  the  most  successful  gen- 
eral practitioners  in  this  section  of  Fairfield 
county.  He  has  been  a resident  of  New  Canaan 
only  a few  years,  but  he  has  met  with  the  great- 
est encouragement  from  the  very  start,  and  is 
kept  busy  attending  to  a now  extensive  practice. 

Doctor  Scoville  is  a son  of  William  Henry 
Scoville,  a native  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  whose 


father  was  a salt-water  captain,  and  was  lost  at 
sea.  William  Scoville  followed  the  sea  from 
boyhood  until  the  year  1849,  and  for  a time  was 
captain  of  a mail  packet  which  ran  around  the 
Horn.  He  caught  the  “gold  fever”  at  the  time 
of  that  excitement  in  California,  and  going  to 
the  new  Eldorado  engaged  in  quicksilver  mining 
in  Sonoma  county,  becoming  superintendent  of 
the  Sonoma  mine.  Returning  at  length  to  Nor- 
wich, he,  in  1869,  opened  a grocery  store  in  that 
town,  which  he  conducted  for  several  vears,  un- 
til his  retirement  from  active  life.  The  remain- 
der of  his  days  were  passed  in  Newport,  R.  I., 
where  he  died.  He  married  Miriam  Foster,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children,  viz.: 
Clarence  Henry,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  and  Arthur  William,  who  resides  in  New- 
port, R.  1.,  and  is  engineer  on  a Fall  River 
steamer.  Mr.  Scoville  was  a member  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  and  in  religious  belief  was 
a Universalist. 

Clarence  Henry  Scoville  was  born  May  1 1 , 
1851,  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  there  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  attending  the  public  schools. 
In  1 868  he  enlisted  in  the  army,  becoming  a mem- 
ber of  the  nth  U.  S.  Inf.,  which  was  then  sta- 
tioned in  Texas,  and  remaining  three  years  in 
the  service,  from  which  he  was  honorablv  dis- 
charged, on  account  of  disability,  in  1871.  Be- 
fore entering  the  army  he  had  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  during  his  service  he  kept 
up  his  studies  under  the  tuition  of  the  post  sur- 
geon. On  his  return  to  Norwich  he  continued 
the  science  with  a local  physician,  and  in  1889 
entered  Baltimore  (Md.)  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1892.  For  one  year 
he  practiced  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  then  lo- 
cated in  New  Canaan,  taking  the  practice  of  Doc- 
tor Brownson.  Doctor  Scoville’s  genial,  whole- 
souled  disposition  has  been  as  great  an  element 
in  his  success  as  his  medical  skill,  and  he  has  an 
enviable  reputation  in  New  Canaan,  for  both  his 
personal  and  professional  merits.  He  is  very 
prominent  in  fraternal  circles,  being  an  active 
member  of  Harmony  Lodge  No.  67,  F.  & A.  M., 
and  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge,  at  New  Canaan; 
the  A.  O.  F.  of  A.  of  Meriden;  the  Order  of 
United  American  Mechanics;  the  Knights  of  the 
Golden  Cross;  Order  of  Red  Men;  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees:  the  Firemen’s  Association;  and, 
professionally,  of  the  Fairfield  County  Medical 
Society;  the  Stamford  Medical  Society,  and  the 
Baltimore  Alumni  Association.  In  religious  con- 
nection he  is  a Baptist,  and  a member  of  the 
Epworth  League. 

Doctor  Scoville  was  married,  October  17, 
1878,  at  Glenville,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Agnes  Lee, 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


30»4 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


who  was  born  in  England,  daughter  of  Charles 
Let.  Two  children — Lucy  A.  and  Henry  F. — 
have  been  born  to  them. 


GEORGE  FAIRCHILD,  one  of  the  substan- 
_ ' tial  men  of  Greens  Farms,  and  who  through 
a long  life  of  nearly  eighty  years  has  been  an 
esteemed  and  respected  citizen  of  Fairfield 
county,  is  a native  of  the  county,  having  been 
born  in  Ridgefield  November  6,  181;. 

Samuel  Fairchild,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a resident  of  Fairfield  county,  occu- 
pied in  agricultural  pursuits.  Gilbert  Fairchild 
(grandfather  of  our  subject)  followed  the  same 
occupation,  although  in  earlier  life  he  was  a 
clothier  in  Norwalk.  He  married  a Miss  Ben- 
nett, and  to  them  were  born  four  children, 
namely.  Hezekiah  (father  of  our  subject),  Sam- 
uel (a  tailor  bv  trade),  Betsey  (Mrs.  Israel  Whit- 
lock), and  Ellen  (Mrs.  Elias  Pullyn).  Of  these, 
Hezekiah  Fairchild  was  born  in  Norwalk,  and 
through  life  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  married  Rhoda  Allen,  a native  of  the  town  of 
Westport,  and  daughter  of  Benjamin  Allen,  who 
was  a farmer  there.  He  served  his  country  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Ten  childien  were 
born  to  this  marriage:  Eunice  (married  to  Darlin 
Jarvis,  a farmer  of  Ridgefield),  Charles  (who was 
a shoemaker  of  Westport),  Beniamin  (a  tailor  by 
trade,  who  died  in  the  West),  Hezekiah  and 
Rhoda  (both  deceased  in  infancy),  Gilbert  (a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  who  died  in  early  life), 
Daniel  (who  was  a tanner  and  currier  by  trade), 
George  (our  subject),  Polly  (who  died  in  youth), 
and  Polly  Ann  (married  to  Charles  Allen,  a 
farmer  of  Westport).  The  patents  of  these  were 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  in  politics 
the  father  was  a Democrat. 

George  Fairchild  was  reared  in  Westport  and 
there  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  forty  years.  By  his  industrious  habits, 
the  practice  of  economy  and  good  management 
through  that  period  he  saved  some  money,  and 
was  enabled  to  purchase  a farm  in  the  town  of 
Westport.  He  then  became  engaged  in  farming, 
which  has  since  been  his  occupation.  He  has 
added  to  his  present  farm  until  he  now  has 
seventy-five  acres  in  the  home  place,  and  in  an- 
other tract  twenty-five  acres.  He  has  been 
svstematic  in  the  conducting  of  his  farm  and 
methodical  in  his  business  dealings,  which  traits 
have  aided  materially  in  the  success  he  has  at- 
tained in  life.  He  is  a man  of  good  judgment, 
and  his  opinions  have  weight  with  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  so  long  lived.  He  has 


been  enterprising  and  public-spirited,  as  the 
beautiful  home  he  built  at  Greens  Farms  attests. 

Mr.  Fairchild  was  married  to  Polly  Nash,  a 
daughter  of  William  Nash,  and  seven  children 
have  blessed  the  union,  of  whom  we  have  men- 
tion of  Frances  (Mrs.  Rufus  Wakeman,  of  West- 
port).  Sophia  (Mrs.  Fred  Wakeman).  George  (a 
farmer  of  Westport),  and  John  (a  carpenter). 
The  mother  of  these  children  died,  and  Mr. 
Fairchild  subsequently,  in  1876,  married  Mrs. 
Sarah  Nash,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Whitlock, 
and  to  the  union  was  born  one  child,  Clarence 
G.,  who  is  now  in  school  at  Saugatuck. 


ARON  H.  DAVIS,  who  for  forty  years  past 
has  been  identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
Gilbert  & Bennett  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Georgetown,  town  of  Redding,  having  served  as 
an  employe  in  different  departments,  is  one  of 
Fairfield  county's  substantial  business  men  and 
useful  citizens. 

John  Davis,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a native  of  the  town  of  Easton,  Fairfield  county, 
and  throughout  active  life  was  engaged  in  mill- 
ing and  farming.  He  married  a Miss  Buckley,  of 
Fairfield,  and  to  this  union  were  born:  Nathan; 

Esther,  who  married  Thomas  Treadwell;  Paulina, 
who  remained  single;  Beulah,  who  married  (first) 
Zalmon  Bedient,  and  (second)  Morris  Downs; 
John,  married  to  Sarah  Hull;  Joshua,  who  mar- 
ried Catherine  Gould;  and  Sarah,  wile  of  Morris 
Downs.  Of  these,  John  Davis,  father  of  Aaron 
H.  Davis,  was  born  September  19,  1S03,  in  the 
town  of  Easton,  and  there,  in  the  common 
schools,  received  his  education.  He  became,  by 
trade  and  occupation,  a miller,  but  later  engaged 
in  farming,  which  he  continued  to  follow.  He 
was  identified  wdth  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  was 
one  of  those  upright  and  conscientious  men  who 
make  valuable  citizens  and  leave  their  impress 
for  good  upon  a community.  He  married  Sarah 
Hull,  who  was  born  April,  1814,  a daughter  of 
Aaron  and  — (Fanton)  Hull,  prosperous 

farming  people  of  the  town  of  Weston,  and  to 
their  union  were  born:  Aaron  H.,  our  subject; 

Sarah  J.,  who  married  Edwin  Hoyt;  Henry,  who 
married  Tammy  Tuttle;  Edgar,  who  married 
Mary  Godfrey;  John  S.,  unmarried;  Maria,  also 
unmarried;  Arthur,  deceased  in  youth;  Hiram, 
who  married  Anna  Keeler;  and  Carrie,  married 
to  Alexander  McKendrick. 

Aaron  H.  Davis  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Danbury,  Fairfield  county,  October  4,  » 834- 
He  acquired  the  rudiments  of  an  education  in  his 
native  town,  and  when  only  a lad  learned  the 
trade  of  carriage-making  at  Bridgeport,  working 
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at  same  five  years.  In  1856  he  moved  to 
Georgetown,  where  for  a time  he  was  engaged 
at  carpentering.  In  August,  1858,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Gilbert  & Bennett  Manufac- 
turing Company,  he  and  his  father-in-law  tak- 
ing charge  of  the  woodworking  department  of 
the  mill.  From  that  time  to  the  present  he  has 
continued  in  the  service  of  that  company,  occu- 
pying positions  in  different  departments;  he  is 
now  in  charge  of  the  twisting  department.  For 
nearly  a year  during  the  Civil  war  he  performed 
faithful  and  honorable  service  as  a member  of 
Company  E,  Two  Hundred  and  Thirty-Second 
C.  V.  ].  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Fre- 
mont, in  1856,  and  from  that  time  to  this  has 
been  an  ardent  Republican.  I n 1 864  he  was  hon- 
ored by  the  citizens  of  Fairfield  county  with  elec- 
tion to  the  State  Legislature,  while  a member  of 
that  body  representing  the  interests  of  the  county 
ably  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents, 
as  well  as  with  credit  to  himself.  He  has  served 
his  fellow-citizens  as  a member  of  the  board  of 
relief  and  as  selectman  of  the  town.  Socially,  he 
is  identified  with  Arch  Lodge  No.  39.  of  George- 
town, of  which  he  was  a charter  member,  and 
for  twenty-eight  years  has  annually  been  chosen 
its  treasurer;  and  with  James  E.  Moore  Post,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  Danbury.  ]n  religious  connection  he 
is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Georgetown, 
being  treasurer,  trustee  and  stew>ard  of  the 
same,  offices  he  has  held  for  years.  A record  of 
over  forty-years’  service  with  one  concern,  and 
one  of  nearly  a third  of  a century  as  treasurer  of 
another  organization,  speaks  for  itself.  Such  a 
life  needs  no  comment.  Socially,  Mr.  Davis  is 
genial,  affable,  and  very  popular. 

Our  subject  married  Miss  Lucy  Bennett,  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Wilton,  born  August  28, 
1838,  and  a daughter  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Hull) 
Bennett,  of  Georgetown.  To  this  union  have 
come  children  as  follows:  (1)  Edith  M.  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Wilton  September  19,  i860,  and 
received  her  education  in  the  public  schools  there; 
she  married  William  Foster,  a machinist,  of 
Brighouse,  England;  they  have  had  no  children. 
(2)  John  F.  ■was  born  September  5,  1875,  in  the 
town  of  Redding,  Fairfield  county,  and  after  re- 
ceiving a primary  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
town  attended  the  Business  College  at  Bridge- 
port, from  which  he  was  graduated;  he  also 
studied  architecture,  and  is  at  this  time  with  a 
Mr.  Beardsley,  an  architect  of  Bridgeport.  Mr. 
Davis  is  not  married.  Politically  he  is  a stanch 
Republican. 

The  Bennett  family  (into  which  our  subject 
married)  and  their  connections  have  descended 
from  the  early  families  of  the  State.  Elias  Ben- 


j nett,  the  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Lucy  (Ben- 
nett) Davis,  was  a native  of  the  town  of  Fairfield, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.;  he  participated  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  and  in  after  years  received  a 
pension  for  his  services.  He  was  twice  married, 
and  by  his  first  wife  had  children  as  follows: 
Elias  (2)  married  Mary  Perry;  Abigail  married 
Burr  Rowland;  Lewis;  John  married  a Miss 
Finch;  and  Ann  married  a Mr.  St.  John.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died,  and  the  father  was 
again  married,  this  time  wedding  Miss  Mollie 
Crossman,  who  bore  him  children  as  follows: 
William,  one  who  died  in  youth,  and  Mollie. 

Elias  Bennett  (2),  after  receiving  an  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  town  of  Fair- 
field,  began  teaching  school,  and  followed  that 
profession  for  twelve  years  in  one  district.  Sub- 
sequently he  purchased  a newspaper  route,  and 
for  thirty  years  was  a post-rider  to  and  from 
Bridgeport.  He  owned  a farm  of  over  100 
acres,  which  he  operated  in  connection  with  his 
newspaper  business.  Politically  he  was  an  old- 
time  Whig.  He  married  Mary  Perry,  a daugh- 
ter of  Thaddeus  and  Grace  (Buckley)  Perry,  and 
to  their  union  were  born:  (1)  Sturges,  who  be- 

came one  of  the  founders  of  the  Gilbert  & Ben- 
nett Manufacturing  Company,  of  Georgetown, 
with  which  he  remained  connected  throughout 
his  life.  He  married  Charlotte  Gilbert,  a daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Gilbert,  his  business  partner, 
and  to  this  marriage  came  Eli  G.  and  three  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  these  died,  and 
the  father  married  Miss  Betsey  A.  Burchard,  by 
which  union  there  were  no  children.  (2)  Mary. 
(3)  Aaron  became  identified  with  the  Gilbert  & 
Bennett  Manufacturing  Company,  remaining 
with  same  all  his  life.  He  was  a Republican.  He 
married  (first)  Miss  Mary  Hull,  and  they  had 
three  children — Mary  married  Edward  Thomp- 
son; Lucy  married  Aaron  H.  Davis;  and  Harriet 
never  married.  His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Jen- 
nett  Rundall  (sister  of  his  first  wife),  to  whom  no 
children  were  born.  (4)  Burr  married  Sally 
Lee,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing named  children — Margaret  married  James 
Rider;  Fannie  married  Charles  R.  Meeker;  Will- 
iam B.  married  (first)  Alfretta  Batterson,  and 
(second)  Mary  Eliza  Buckley;  Adell  married  W. 
W.  Andrew's;  Fidelia  married  Morris  Perry; 
Mary  (deceased)  never  married;  Ella,  also  de- 
ceased, remained  single,  and  two,  whose  names  are 
not  given,  died  in  infancy.  (5)  William  Bennett 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Redding  July  20,  1818. 
After  preparing  himself  in  the  town  school  to 
teach,  he  followed  that  profession  several  years. 
He  afterward  engaged  in  the  hardware  business 
in  Ridgefield,  and  later  in  the  same  line  in  Croton 
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Falls,  following  which  he  went  to  New  York  City 
where  he  was  in  business  for  twenty  years.  He 
returned  to  Fairfield  county,  and  is  at  this  time 
postmaster  at  Branchville.  Politically  he  was 
originally  a Whig,  casting  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison,  and  he  is  now 
a stanch  Republican,  and  has  been  prominent  in 
the  councils  of  that  party.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  Pilgrim  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Ridge- 
field. For  fifty-nine  years  he  has  held  member- 
ship with  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Georgetown,  and 
during  all  of  this  time  he  has  been  active  and  use- 
ful in  its  affairs.  While  absent  in  New  York  he 
kept  up  his  interest  in  the  home  Church  there, 
serving  as  steward,  class-leader,  and  exhorter. 
He  was  for  many  years  superintendent  of  the  Sab- 
bath-school, and  a teacher  in  the  same  Church  at 
Geoigetown.  William  Bennett  married  Miss 
Chloe  Hull,  born  in  November,  1818,  a daughter 
of  Daniel  Hull,  a farmer  of  Weston,  and  to  them 
were  born:  William  C.  died  in  infancy;  Charles 

L.  married  Medora  Batterson ; Esther  M.  married 
Louis  Quinn ; William  R.  married  Marietta  Beers; 
and  Chester  A.  married  Harriet  Oltnstead.  The 
mother  of  these  dying,  the  father  married  Caro- 
line Olmstead,  born  in  1833,  daughter  of  Nicho- 
las Olmstead,  of  Ridgefield,  and  their  children 
ate:  Carrie  M.  died  in  infancy;  Richard  O.  mar- 

ried Laura  B.  Batterson;  Lizzie  N.  married 
Charles  N.  Couch;  and  Susan  W.  married  Fred 
Foster.  (6)  Samuel  became  employed  under  his 
brother  in  the  works  of  the  Gilbert  & Bennett 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Geoigetown.  He 
married  Miss  Abigail  Odell,  and  of  their  children 
— Ezra  P.  married  (first)  Anna  Lockwood,  and 
(second)  Johanna  Buckley;  and  Jessie  F.  mar- 
ried Herbert  Northrop. 

The  Perry  family,  into  which  Elias  Bennett 
(2)  married,  have  lor  generations  been  residents 
of  Fairfield  county.  Thadeus  Perry,  great-grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Lucy  (Bennett)  Davis,  was  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Fairfield.  He  learned  the 
weaver's  trade,  and  it  is  said  that  he  wove  the 
first  piece  of  cotton  cloth  made  in  Connecticut; 
he  followed  his  trade  throughout  life.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Grace  Buckley,  daughter  of  Nathan 
Buckley,  and  their  children  were:  (i)  Stephen 

learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  which  he  followed, 
and  he  was  also  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  married  Louisa  Buckley,  and  their  children 
were  — Polly  A.  married  Judson  Webb;  Sally  re- 
mained single;  Walter  married  a Miss  Wilson,  as 
did  also  Andrew;  Hulda  married  a Mr.  Godfrey; 
and  Joel  remained  single.  (2)  Isaac,  a weaver 
by  occupation,  married  Sally  Hendricks,  and 
they  had  four  children — Betsey  married  Moses 
Hubbell;  George  married  Sally  Whitlock;  Will- 


iam married  Clarinda  Lindly;  and  Nancy  married 
Wakeman  Godfrey.  (3)  Mary  married  Elias 
Bennett  (2).  (4)  Thadeus  (2)  was  a weaver  by 

] trade  and  occupation.  He  married  Sally  Cable, 

1 and  they  had  children— Gersham,  Grace,  Mun- 
son, Thadeus  (3),  Charles  and  Curtis.  (5)  Mabel 
married  David  Rowland.  (6)  Eunice  married 
Elias  Andrews,  and  their  children  were— Maria 
married  Burr  Wood;  Thadeus  (4)  married  Mary 
Ferris;  -David  married  Belinda  Morrison;  and 
Norman  married  (first)  Caroline  Bennett,  and 
(second)  Lorinda  Sherwood.  (7)  Nathaniel  was  a 
school  teacher.  He  married  Mary  Wright,  and 
had  children — Jefferson  and  Jane;  and  by  a sec- 
ond marriage — George  and  Caroline.  (8)  David 
was  a manufacturer  of  musical  instruments, 
although  by  trade  he  was  a blacksmith.  He  lived 
to  be  eighty  years  of  age.  He  never  married. 


T'HOMAS  S.  STOUT.  “ Intellect  and  in- 
_ dustrv  are  never  incompatible,”  is  a well- 
known  truism.  There  is  more  wisdom  and  will 
be  more  benefit  in  combining  them  than  scholar; 
like  to  believe,  or  than  the  common,  evert -day 
world  imagines.  Life  has  time  enough  for  both, 
and  its  happiness  will  be  increased  by  the  union. 
The  life-history  of  the  subject  of  these  lines  veri- 
fies. beyond  a peradventure,  the  truth  of  the 
above  aphorism. 

Mr.  Stout  is  descended  from  one  ol  three 
brothers  who  came  from  Germany  to  America  in 
earlv  davs,  settling,  one  in  Long  Island,  one  in 
Philadelphia,  and  one  in  New  Jersey,  the  lat  er 
being  the  ancestor  of  our  subject.  Richar  ■ 

father  of  Thomas  S.,  was  born  and  reared.,n. 
Jersey,  became  a ship  carpenter  by  trade,  in 1 «« 
life  following  agricultural  pursuits.  He  n 
Hannah  Strickland,  also  a native  of  a ’ 
a daughter  of  Thomas  Strickland,  a arme  ' , j 
served  in  the  war  of  .812,  and  they  then  se  tied 
on  a farm  in  New  Jersey,  where  they ^reared the,, 
familv  of  six  children,  a brief  record 
as  follows:  (1)  Jane  married  Wiibam  ^ mV. 
a carpenter  of  New  Jersey;  (2)  Eean  ... 
ried  David  Clayton,  a farmer  of  New ..^’now 
Adaline  wedded  James  Dye,  a farP  . jacob 
deceased;  (4I  Thomas  S.  is  our  Je  ’ nu,4,ee, 
died  young:  and  (6)  Sarah  marrie  ® , . is  n0,vs 
who  was  originally  a school  teac  e . 
farmer  in  the  town  of  Walling  or  , ‘ -j-||eV 

parents  o,  this  hrnil,  .«  WJ 
were  members  of  the  M.  E-  E . 
itics,  Mr.  Stout  was  a lifelong  introduces 

Thomas  S.  Stout  whose  Freehold, 

these  lines,  was  born  April  28,  • cejved  a lib- 

Monmouth  Co.,  N.  J„  where  he  recen 
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eral  education.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  there  learned  the  trade  of 
■carpenter,  serving  his  apprenticeship;  then  for 
two  years  worked  there,  as  a journeyman,  after 
which,  in  1853,  he  came  to  Norwalk,  where  he 
has  ever  since  (a  period  of  about  forty-six  years) 
successfully  followed  his  trade,  during  which  long 
residence  he  has  become  more  closely  and  more 
.practically  identified  with  the  place  than,  prob- 
ably, any  other  citizen,  many  buildings.there,  as 
well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  county,  having  been 
erected  by  him. 

In  1851  Mr.  Stout  married  Miss  Maria  C. 
Wiseman,  of  Norwalk,  a daughter  of  James  Wise- 
man, a native  of  Scotland,  whence,  when  he  was 
twelve  years  old,  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
settling  in  Norwalk.  Three  children  were  born 
to  this  union,  viz.:  (1)  William  A.,  who  was  a 
jeweler  in  Norwalk,  and  died  about  1875;  (2) 
Marian  L.,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  (3)  Ada  M., 
who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  The 
mother  was  called  from  earth  in  June,  1894. 
Mr.  Stout,  although  now  seventy-one  vears  of 
age,  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  looking  and  acting 
more  like  a man  of  fifty-five — in  every  respect  a 
fine  old  gentleman — and  he  is  still  managing  his 
business  affairs.  No  one  enjoys  more  generally 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  everybody  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  When  he  came 
to  Norwalk  he  was  a comparatively  poor  man, 
but  by  assiduous  attention  to  business,  hard  work 
and  judicious  economy  he  has  accumulated  a fine 
property,  including  his  elegant  and  comfortable 
residence.  He  is  and  has  always  been  temperate 
in  all  things,  which,  he  claims,  accounts  for  his 
yet  vigorous  physique.  Socially,  he  is  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ; in  politics,  he  was  originally 
a Whig,  and  since  the  organization  of  the  party 
has  been  an  ardent  and  loyal  Republican. 


Benjamin  w.,  m.  d.,  and  richard  l. 

BOHANNAN,  M.  D.  Prominent  among 
the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Fairfield  county 
•are  the  above  named  gentlemen,  who  for  ten  and 
twenty  years,  respectively,  have  been  success- 
fully practicing  medicine  and  surgery  in  Stam- 
ford and  vicinity. 

Benjamin  W.  Bohannan,  the  younger  of  the 
brothers,  was  born  June  8,  1857,  at  Mathews 
Court  House,  Va  He  attended  the  private 
school  of  Prof.  A.  Olmstead,  and  in  1886  he  en- 
tered the  University  of  New  York,  graduating 
from  the  medical  department  in  the  class  of  '88. 
He  then  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Maryland,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  one  year  later.  Following  this  he,  in 


! 

1889,  took  a summer  course  at  the  University  of 
I Vermont,  Burlington.  In  the  fall  of  1889  he 
i practiced  with  his  brother  at  Stamford,  Conn., 

| then  in  1891  opened  an  office  at  Danbury,  Conn., 

I remaining  there  two  years.  Returning  to  Stam- 
ford in  1893,  he  has  ever  since  continuously 
practiced  there.  Doctor  Bohannan  is  a member 
of  the  Stamford  Medical  Society;  socially  he  is 
identified  with  numerous  orders:  Is  a member  of 
Empire  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. , at  Greenwich;  of 
Wassecusse  Encampment;  and  of  the  Daugh- 
I ters  of  Rebekah.  He  is  a member  of  Excelsior 
I Lodge  K.  of  P. ; and  of.  Phil  H.  Sheridan’s 
I Court,  Foresters  of  America.  He  is  also  a mem- 
! ber  of  the  United  Order  of  American  Mechanics; 
l and  of  the  Daughters  of  Liberty. 

On  July  15,  1891,  Dr.  B.  W.  Bohannan  was 
married  at  Danbury,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Mollie  Aus- 
tin, a daughter  of  T.  J.  Austin,  Sr.,  and  one 
child,  Claudine  Austin,  was  born  to  them  No- 
vember 16,  1892.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are 
identified  with  the  Disciples  Church  of  Danbury, 
and  they  are  most  estimable  people. 

Richard  L.  Bohannan,  M.  D.,  the  elder  of 
these  brothers  of  whom  we  write,  is  a native  of 
the  Old  Dominion  State,  having  been  born  at 
Mathews  Court  House,  November  12,  1850.  He 
received  his  primary  education  in  Chesapeake 
Academy,  in  his  native  town.  Later  he  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  New 
York,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  ’74.  After  his  graduation  he  had  a two- 
years’  experience  in  a hospital  on  Blackwell 
Island,  New  York,  and  in  August,  1 876,  he  located 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Stamford,  Conn,, 
where  he  has  since  remained.  The  Doctor  has 
been  studious,  and  has  kept  abreast  of  the  times. 
He  has  built  up  a large  practice  among  the  best 
of  the  families  in  Stamford  and  surrounding  coun- 
try, and  is  recognized  as  a citizen  of  ability.  He 
is  a conscientious  man,  and  as  a citizen  is  highly 
regarded  by  the  community  at  large.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Stamford  Medical  Society,  and 
has  served  as  its  president,  being  third  on  the 
list  who  have  presided  over  its  deliberations. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  Rippowam  Lodge,  1. 
O.  O.  F.,  of  Stamford,  of  the  A.  O.  U.  M.,  and 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


JOSEPH  H.  FOLSOM.  Few  occupations 
demand  such  constant  advancement  in  meth- 
ods as  does  photography,  in  which  so  many 
wonders  have  been  worked  in  recent  years. 
Artistic  taste,  necessary  as  it  is  to  success,  is  no 
less  essential  than  a knowledge  and  love  of  sci- 
ence and  a readiness  to  lead  in  research  and  ex- 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


loss 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


periment  rather  than  to  follow  more  progressive  | and  his  present  high  standing  reflects  all  the  more 
workers.  The  late  Joseph  H.  Folsom,  the  well-  j credit  upon  him  because  of  that  fact, 
known  photographer  of  Danbury,  possessed  these  John  Taylor,  the  progenitor  of  this  family  in 
admirable  qualities  in  a marked  degree,  the  high  I America,  came  from  England  and  settled  at 
quality  of  his  work  winning  him  the  title  of  “the  ! Windsor,  Conn.  He  married  a widow  with  two 
Saronv  of  Connecticut.”  It  is  eminently  fitting  ! daughters,  and  died  at  sea,  leaving  two  sons, 
that  a review  ol  his  career  should  have  a place  1 Thomas  and  John,  the  latter  of  whom  settled  at 
in  this  volume,  where  the  names  of  the  leaders  | Deerfield,  Mass.,  and  had  a large  line  of  descend- 
of  various  lines  of  effort  in  this  section  are  pre-  I ants.  Thomas  Taylor  settled  at  Danbury,  mar- 
served.  | ried  Rebekah  Ketcham,  and  had  seven  sons  and 

Mr.  Folsom  was  born  May  29,  1S40.  in  New  I three  daughters.  One  of  the  sons,  Nathan,  mar- 
York  City,  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Martha  j ried  Hannah  Benedict,  and  they  had  two  sons 
(Culver)  Folsom,  who  reared  a family  of  six  1 and  two  daughters.  Their  son  Joshua,  born  in 
children:  John  F.,  Joseph  H.,  Edward  £.,  ! Danbury,  Conn.,  was  the  great-grandfather  of 
Martha.  George  and  Harry.  As  his  youth  was  1 our  subject.  He  married  Eunice  Seeley,  who 
spent  in  his  native  city,  Mr.  Folsom  obtained  an  I lived  to  be  ninety  years  old,  and  they  had  one 
excellent  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  on  i son,  Levi,  and  four  daughters, 
completing  his  course  he  at  once  turned  to  the  Levi  Taylor  (above),  our  subject’sgrandfathei, 
study  of  photography,  entering  the  employ  of  a 1 was  born  in  Bethel  in  1790  and  spent  his  life 
Mr.  Howell,  who  had  a gallery  on  Broadway.  I there,  following  the  trade  of  hatter,  his  death  or - 
He  lemairied  there  some  time,  and  then  engaged  1 curring  in  1 S 3 5 . He  married  (first)  Sarah  Ann 
in  business  on  his  own  account  at  Brewsters.  N.  | Wheeler  (who  died  in  1824).  and  (second)  wed- 
Y. , continuing  there  about  five  years.  In  1872  ! ded  Sallv  Taylor.  By  the  first  union  he  had 
he  removed  to  Danbury,  where  he  established  a ! four  children:  William  and  Charles,  hatters  by 
gallery  and  conducted  it  with  constantly  increas-  | trade,  who  resided  in  the  lowerpartof  Newtown: 
ing  success  until  his  death,  on  September  to,  I Caroline,  who  married  Harvey  Briscoe;  and 
1883.  He  was  devoted  to  his  chosen  calling,  1 Sarah,  wife  of  Samuel  Winton,  of  Danbury.  B\ 
paying  but  little  attention  to  public  affairs,  and  | his  second  marriage  he  had  two  children:  Sarah 
although  he  sympathized  with  the  principles  of  I Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  Starr,  of  Bethel;  and 
the  Democratic  party,  he  voted  only  once  in  his  I Miss  Pauline,  a resident  of  Danbury, 
life.  Socially  he  was  prominent,  and  he  was  a William  Taylor,  our  subject's  father,  was 
member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  born  in  Bethel  in  1819,  and  in  his  youth  learned 

In  1869  Mr.  Folsom  married  Miss  Sarah  E.  the  hatter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  throughout 
Lockwood,  a lady  whose  qualities  of  mind  and  his  life  in  Hattertown,  Brooklyn,  and  other  places, 
heart  made  her  a true  helpmeet.  Sothoioughly  although  he  always  maintained  his  residence  m 
and  sympathetically  did  she  enter  into  his  work  Hattertown.  He  was  an  excellent  workman,  one 
that  after  his  death  she  continued  it  successfully,  of  the  old-fashioned  kind,  who  could  take  the  raw 
and  their  only  daughter.  Miss  Jessie  Louise  Fol-  material  and  work  it  up  into  the  finished  product, 
sorn,  who  inherits  the  ability  of  both  parents,  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but  he  never  took 
now  assists  her.  While  thus  demonstrating  the  an  active  share  in  party  work.  For  years  he  at- 
capacitv  of  women  for  this  occupation,  they  do  tended  the  services  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
not  neglect  social  claims.and  are  also  prominent  He  died  January  20,  1862;  his  widow,  whose 
in  religious  work,  attending  regularly  the  First  maiden  name  was  Polly  A.  Durand,  is  still  (18991 
Congregational  Church  of  Danbury.  Mrs.  Fol-  living.  They  had  thiee  children;  Theodore,  born 
sum  is  a daughter  of  David  and  Nancy  (Hadden)  April  6,  1846,  now  a resident  of  Newtown;  Coi- 
Lockwood,  of  Carmel,  Putnam  county,  New  j nelius  B. , our  subject : and  Ida  M. , born  April  20 
York.  1 1852,  who  married  William  H.  Hubbell. 

The  Durand  family  has  been  identified  with 

I this  county  for  many  years,  and  Glover  B.  Du- 

CORNEL1US  B.  TAYLOR,  station  agent  at  1 rand,  our  subject's  maternal  grandfather,  was 
Newtown  lor  the  Housatonic  railroad,  is  one  I born  in  Oxford  in  1800.  During  his  later  lile 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  pleasant  village,  I he  resided  in  Stepney,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
and,  while  fulfilling  ably  the  duties  of  the  posi-  1 business  as  a wheelwright,  making  a specialty  of 
tion  mentioned,  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade  1 manufacturing  the  old-fashioned  spinning  wheels, 
as  a dealer  in  flour,  feed  and  coal.  Like  many  I He  died  in  Stepney  September  12,  1875,  and  In? 
of  the  most  suet  essful  business  men  of  the  county,  | wife,  Abiah  (Hubbell),  passed  away  March  2;. 
Mr.  Taylor  has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world,  I 1887.  They  had  the  following  children:  Polly 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


v ^ r s 


L 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


Digitized  by 


GoogI 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


10>9 


A,  cur  subject's  rr.<  thrr.  Cornelia.  wife  of 
Ge<  rge  IAr ;«-c <*• ; Jane,  married  to  Orville  John- 
son. who  d.rd  May  to.  t !'o;.  Sarah,  wile  of 
Burr  Mead.  Ahhie.  wife  of  A.  IV  Lockwood,  of 
Bethel,  I ■ mrline.  who  married  <t;r«n  William 
Beck,  and  isecond  1 ( »eorpr  W ard,  George.  who 
lived  in  Stepney  and  died  March  17,  and 

Charles,  who  resides  in  Bridgeport 

Cornelius  B.  Taylor,  our  subject,  born  in 
Newtown,  Ct  nn  . August  2b,  l 8 50  He  received 
his  fduratx  n in  the  diMrir  t schools  of  his  native 
tfwn.  and  after  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  he 
alter,  led  only  in  the  winter  seasons,  his  summers 
being  sjent  as  a farm  hand  by  the  month  Dur- 
ing the  w r.ter  hr  received  fus  L ard  for  work 
d.r.e  out  of  Si  hool  hours,  and  three  \cars  he 
pa^ed  in  this  way  before  an  opj-ortumty 
apjeared  for  an  entrance  into  more  profitable 
business.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  to 
Stepney  to  assist  the  station  spent.  C.  H Platt, 
n w the  general  suj'eririter.dent  of  the  New  York 
A New  Haven  railroad. and  while  there  he  learned 
telrgrajhy  In  1870  he  went  to  Newtown  to 
t«se  a position  as  clerk  and  oj-eralor  under Jabcz 
B<  tsford.  the  agent  at  that  point,  and  three 
pars  later  he  was  promt  ted.  receiving  an 
a;  | • intrnrr.t  as  agent  of  the  llousatomc  rati  - 
r "ad  at  Danbury.  In  1 F 7 5 he  lecame  agent 
at  Newtown,  sucteeding  Mr.  BotMord,  and  this 
P Si!i(  n he  has  ever  suite  filled  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  both  his  employers  ami  the  public. 
In  187$  he  also  engaged  in  a flour,  feed  and  coal 
business  in  partnership  w ith  W.  II  Hubhell.and 
tLs  is  now  one  of  tfic  niost  j rosperr>u»  hum  in 
the  town  Mr  Taylor  ts  n<>ie.l  for  h>s  foresight 
and  judgment,  and  at  times  his  fellow  workers  in 
the  Republican  organization  base  sought  to  place 
birn  in  anotfue  where  his  abditirs  would  lx  of 
W;der  service  to  the  people  In  1 8</i  he  was  a 
car, d. date  for  the  Legislature,  and  his  popularity 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  was  beaten  by  sixty  - 
fhe  votes  only,  while  the  Congressional  candi- 
dates were  defeated  by  a majority  of  five  hun- 
^red.  In  18^8  he  was  elected  selectman  on  the 
Citi/ens  ticket.  He  is  a director  in  the  New- 
town havings  Bank,  and  a member  of  the  Loan- 
ing committee  of  the  Bank,  is  also  a director  in 
the  Newtown  Agricultural  Lair  Association. 

In  1? 79  Mr  Taylor  married  Miss  Lila  Jane 
cck,  daughter  of  Augustus  Leek,  a well-known 
resuie rit  of  Newtown.  Two  children  have  blessed 
this  union:  Jessie  Minette.  a student  at  North- 
hed  (Mass  ) Seminary;  and  Mabel  Louise,  a 
stuJent  in  Newtown  Academy  The  family  is 
identified  with  the  Congregational  C hurch  of 
• ewtown,  of  which  Mr.  Tavlor  is  a prominent 
Member. 

e» 


WILLIAM  B McNAMARA.  Hard  work 
and  close  attention  to  business  are  cer- 
tain to  bring  success  il  one  s efforts  are  controlled 
by  sound  practical  judgment,  and  the  career  of 
this  well  known  resident  of  Bridgeport  could  fur- 
nish many  a helpful  suggestion  to  young  men  who 
have  their  own  wav  to  make  in  the  w’orld. 

Mr,  McNamara  is  of  Irish  descent,  and  his 
paternal  grandfather  was  a miller  in  County 
Clare.  Ireland  John  McNamara,  our  subje.Cs 
lather,  was  born  and  reared  in  County  Clare, 
where  he  learned  the  milling  business.  He 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Mara,  a native  of  the 
same  locality,  and  they  soon  afterward  came  to 
America,  fixating  at  Plymouth,  Litchfield  Co  , 
Conn.,  where  Mr.  McNamara  found  employment 
as  a miller;  he  was  also  engaged  as  a lockniaker. 
He  is  still  living  there. but  his  estimable  wife  died 
some  \cars  ago.  They  had  ten  children; 
Timothy  B , a grocer  and  meat  dealer  in 
Bridgeport;  William  B.,  our  subject;  Mary, 
who  is  in  a convent  in  Bridgeport;  John,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  butcher  business  in  Bridgeport; 
Thomas  J . a wholesale  dealer  in  meats  in  the 
same  city;  James, a salesman  in  the  employ  of  his 
brother  Thomas;  Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six;  Dennis,  a meat  dealer  in  Bridge- 
port and  Stratford,  Maggie,  who  is  in  a convent 
in  Bridgeport,  and  Andrew  J.,  a physician  in  the 
Ohio  State  Hospital  at  Cleveland.  Ohio. 

William  B.  McNamara  was  born  September 
14,  1836,  in  Plymouth,  Cmn..  where  his  youth 
was  spent,  and  on  leaving  school  he  learned  the 
lockmaker  s trade.  Finding  this  occupation  un- 
congenial he  engaged  in  the  meat  business. whii  h 
he  followed  there  about  four  years,  and  in  1SS2 
he  settled  111  Bridgeport  and  opened  a market  at 
No.  213  Mam  street,  where  he  soon  built  up  a 
lucrative  trade.  Alter  eight  years  at  hisorig  nai 
fixation  he  removed  to  Nos.  210  212  Main 
street,  where  he  continued  in  the  same  fine, 
enlarging  his  stuck,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
established  branch  stores  at  No.  36  Allen  street, 
ard  No.  160  Park  avenue,  keeping  a fine  stock 
of  groceries  ai  d meat,  vegetables  and  fruits,  at 
each  place,  and  commanding  much  of  the  bv  st 
trade  in  the  city. 

In  1886  Mr.  McNamara  married  Mbs  Anna 
Spam,  daughter  of  John  Spam,  of  Torrington. 
Conn  , and  five  children  have  blessed  this  union: 
John,  Sarah.  Elizabeth.  William,  and  Charles. 
The  family  is  identified  with  the  Catholic  Church 
at  Brnigi  port,  and  Mr.  McNamara  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  various  social  orders. including  the  Knights 
of  Columbus  and  the  '98  Club.  Politically  he  is 
■ a Democrat,  and  he  has  taken  an  active  share 
, in  partisan  work,  serving  as  a delegate  to  several 
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conventions.  In  1893  he  was  elected  councilman  TE  LEXANDER  W.  TWISS,  a leading  drug- 

from  the  First  ward  of  Bridgeport,  and  served  gist  of  Bethel,  is  one  of  the  enterprising 

one  year  acceptably.  self-made  men,  having  worked  his  own  way  up 

from  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  and  his  success  fur- 
nishes a suggestive  lesson  for  others. 

TF.  MARTIN,  M.  D.,  a leading  physician  Mr.  Twiss  is  a native  of  Canada,  having  b en 
_ and  surgeon  of  Bridgeport,  is  a represen-  born  at  Seaforth.  Ontario,  June  2,  1858.  The 
tative  citizen,  whose  influence  is  felt  no  less  in  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  his  parents,  Alex- 
public  affairs  than  in  his  professional  sphere.  ander  and  Margaret  T.  (Saunders)  Twiss,  were 
Doctor  Martin  was  born  February  29,  1850,  born,  reared  and  married  in  the  old  country, 
in  Waterbury,  Conn. , and,  like  many  of  our  most  After  settling  in  Canada  our  subject’s  father  was 
successful  men,  is  of  Irish  descent.  Thomas  for  many  years  in  charge  of  the  butter  and  egg 
Martin,  his  father,  was  a native  of  the  Emerald  department  of  a large  store  at  Seaforth,  belong- 
Isle,  coming  to  America  in  boyhood.  As  a young  ing  to  E.  Hickson  & Co.  There  were  five  chil- 
man  he  engaged  in  business  as  a contractor,  and  dren  in  his  family:  John,  now  a resident  of 
later  he  loaned  money  extensively.  His  death  Canada;  George,  who  settled  in  Helena,  Mont. ; 
occurred  in  1889,  and  his  wife,  Margaret  Me-  Mary,  who  resides  in  the  Northwest  Territory; 
Cann,  a native  of  Ireland,  died  when  Thomas  Alexander  W.,  our  subject;  and  Katie,  who  re- 
F. , their  only  child,  was  an  infant.  sides  in  Canada.  The  mother  died  when  our 

Doctor  Martin’s  education  was  begun  in  the  subject  was  a little  over  a year  old,  and  the  father 
schools  of  Waterbury,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  survived  her  about  eleven  years, 
years  he  entered  the  classical  department  of  Alexander  W.  Twiss  attended  school  at  Sea- 
Holy  Cross  College,  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  where  forth  until  he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  when  the 
he  remained  two  years.  He  then  spent  two  and  death  of  his  father  compelled  him  to  undertake 
a half  years  in  Seton  Hall  College  in  New  Jersey,  the  serious  business  of  earning  a livelihood.  He 
taking  a classical  course,  and  later  he  studied  a found  employment  in  the  drug  department  of  the 
year  and  a half  in  Manhattan  College,  in  New  same  store  in  which  his  father  had  for  so  long  a 
York  City,  continuing  his  work  in  the  classics,  time  been  a trusted  helper,  and  there  he  remaine 
Having  determined  upon  medicine  as  his  field  of  four  years.  In  the  meantime  his  thoughts  often 
effort,  he  took  a course  in  the  medical  depart-  turned  toward  the  United  States,  and  he  una  y 
ment  of  the  University  of  New  York,  graduating  resolved  to  come  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  w ere 
in  1874,  and  at  once  opened  an  office  in  the  an  uncle  resided.  Having  saved  one  Jiu.n 
metropolis,  where  he  continued  in  practice  until  dollars,  he  left  his  old  home  at  the  age  of  six  e 
January,  1876.  On  February  8,  1876,  he  loca-  and  started  for  New  Haven,  but  failing  on 
ted  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  speedily  built  up  a arrival  to  find  his  uncle,  he  was  for  a time  9“^ 
large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  since  1881  he  discouraged  over  his  prospects.  He  le 
has  also  been  interested  in  the  money-loaning  good  hands,  however,  being  taken  un 
business.  The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  city,  kindly  care  of  a Mr.  Williams,  and  a rai  way  ^ 
county  and  State  medical  associations,  and  is  ductor  who  became  interested  in  him  0 , a[ 

prominently  identified  with  the  Catholic  Church  a new  drug  store  which  was  then  being  ope 

at  Bridgeport.  Although  he  is  not  now  an  act-  South  Norwalk  by  Mr.  Hoyt.  On  app  jo  8 ^ 

ive  worker  in  the  Order  of  the  Knights  of  Co-  a situation  Mr.  Twiss  was  accepted,  an  ^ (0 

lumbus,  he  was  the  first  to  join  the  society  in  four  years  there,  in  1879  removing  0 g ^ 

Bridgeport,  and  he  did  much  to  establish  it  on  a take  a position  with  S.  S.  Dunning-  an(] 

firm  basis.  Politically,  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  expiration  of  a year  Mr.  Dunning  so  ^ ^ ^ 

and  he  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  Mr.  Twiss  remained  with  his  su^a®  gstab- 

local  affairs.  At  present  he  is  serving  accepta-  Spark,  about  two  months.  In  1 account, 
bly  as  a member  of  the  board  of  health,  and  lished  himself  in  business  on  his  ^ gaj|d- 

for  six  years  he  did  effective  work  as  a member  and  after  a year  and  a half  in  the  pouDtain 

of  the  board  of  education.  ing,  settled  at  his  present  location, 

On  December  25,  1881,  Doctor  Martin  mar-  Place.  . , ;n  Bethel  to 

ried  Miss  Anna  Paddock,  a native  of  New  York  In  1882  Mr.  Twiss  was  marrie  . . (er  0[ 

State,  who  passed  to  the  unseen  life  February  26,  Miss  Sarah  B.  Starr,  the  younges  ^ three 

1891,  leaving  the  memory  of  a beautiful  Chris-  George  E.  Starr,  a well-known  ci  1 • ^ gtarr 

tian  character.  Five  children  blessed  this  union:  children  have  blessed  this  union.  j Hattie. 

Harry  and  Fred  (both  deceased),  and  Albert,  and  Grace  Belle,  who  are  at  0 

Edith  and  Margaret.  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  montn  . 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1091 


Mr.  Twiss  was  naturalized  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  and  he  has  always  taken  keen  interest  in 
the  political  issues  of  the  times  as  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party.  ]n  the  fall  of 
1896  he  was  a delegate  to  the  State  convention, 
and  he  is  also  active  in  municipal  affairs,  having 
served  eight  years  as  a member  of  the  board  of 
water  commissioners.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a 
Congregationalist,  being  a prominent  member  of 
the  Church  at  Bethel. 


W ILLIAM  THOMAS  RITCH.  In  thisbusi- 
ness  age,  success  in  its  more  enlarged  and 
distinctive  sense  comes  to  those  who  combine  in 
themselves  a born  and  acquired  ability,  and  a taste 
or  passion  for  labor,  which  amounts  to  unswerv- 
ing devotion.  In  that  class  may  be  included  the 
name  of  William  T.  Ritch.  whose  genuis  and 
application  to  the  business  career  he  has  chosen  in 
lile  have  already  made  him  eminent  in  industrial 
circles,  although  he  is  yet  young.  As  manager 
of  the  Greenwich  Stone  Quarry  and  proprietorof 
its  extensive  properties,  he  conducts  a business 
that  stands  foremost  among  its  kind  along  the 
Sound  in  Connecticut.  The  burden  of  its  man- 
agement has  been  shifted  to  his  shoulders  from 
the  administration  of  his  father,  under  whom  it 
had  grown  amazingly  from  a feeble  beginning 
back  in  the  year  1845.  Mr.  Ritch  is  a member 
of  one  of  the  well-known  families  of  Greenwich, 
where  he  was  born,  on  the  Steamboat  road,  No- 
vember 4,  1866,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
Frances  (Selleck)  Ritch. 

Thomas  Ritch,  the  father,  was  born  in  1826, 
in  Greenwich,  son  of  Ralph  and  Clemence  (Mead) 
Ritch.  Clemence  Mead  was  a granddaughter  of 
Capt.  Matthew  Mead,  a Revolutionary  officer,  and 
a daughter  of  Matthew  Mead.  Capt.  Matthew 
Mead,  was  the  great-grandson  of  John  Mead,  who 
came  to  America  from  England  in  1642.  Thomas 
Ritch,  the  father  of  our  subject,  is  a resident  of 
Greenwich,  and  one  of  its  most  highly  respected 
citizens.  He  was  reared  in  Greenwich,  and  had 
but  the  training  of  the  common  schools  of  his 
time.  His  parents  were  people  of  limited  means, 
and  as  a boy  he  always  remained  at  home  help- 
ing in  the  support  of  the  family.  His  father  was 
a farmer,  and  also  conducted  a stone  quarry  to  a 
certain  extent.  When  a lad  of  fifteen  Thomas 
began  life  for  himself  on  a vessel  plying  between 
Greenwich  and  New  York  He  received  for  his 
services  $10.00  per  month;  but  he  afterward  be- 
came mate.  His  earnings  were  carefully  saved, 
and  in  later  years  he  engaged  in  the  shipping 
business,  as  owner  of  the  “The  Mariner.”  In 
the  beginning  of  the  stone  quarry  business, 


Thomas  and  his  brother  William  were  partners. 
They  carried  their  product  to  market,  also  trans- 
ported freight  and  merchandise  for  others  be- 
tween Greenwich  and  New  York,  and  for  thirty 
years  these  brothers  continued  as  partners. 
During  this  time  they  accumulated  no  little  prop- 
erty, and  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved  in 
their  old  age,  their  extensive  interests  were  amic- 
ably divided,  in  a few  minutes,  each  continuing 
the  business  which  is  managed  by  their  sons. 

Thomas  Ritch  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Selleck,  daughter  of 
Thaddeus  Selleck.  This  wife  died  childless,  and 
for  his  second  wife  he  married  Sarah  Frances 
Selleck,  her  sister,  who  bore  him  the  following 
four  children:  Hudson  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight  years,  in  New  York  (but  who  re- 
sided in  Greenwich),  and  left  two  children, 
Frances  and  Hudson  L. ; Elizabeth  A.,  now  Mrs. 
E.  W.  Smith,  of  Greenwich,  and  mother  of  two 
children,  Wellington  and  Stanley  R. ; Mary  B., 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Waterbury  of  Greenwich,  who  has 
two  children,  Thomas  R.,  and  Lucy  F. ; and 
William  T.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Thomas  Ritch  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  is 
at  present  a burgess  of  Greenwich.  While  not 
a politician,  he  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative Republicans.  He  was  one  of  the  in- 
corporators of  the  Greenwich  Savings  Bank,  and 
of  the  Greenwich  Trust,  Loan  and  Deposit  Com- 
pany, also  an  incorporator  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Second  Congregational  Church,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  Society's  committee  for  thirty 
years.  He  has  held  various  offices  in  the  Church, 
and  is  a liberal  contributor  to  its  support. 
Thomas  Ritch  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
Greenwich.  He  has  risen  from  the  conditions 
of  a poor  boy  to  that  high  position  in  which  he 
commands  the  respect  of  all.  For  his  years  and 
labor  he  is  a well-preserved  man,  physically  and 
mentally.  ■ He  worked  hard  at  a time  when 
manual  labor  was  necessary  to  success,  and  later 
in  life  he  has  shown  more  business  capacity  in 
the  accumulation  of  a most  comfortable  com- 
petence. An  active  business  life  does  not  make 
desirable  a sudden  and  complete  retirement, 
but  Thomas  Ritch  has  retired  from  the  more 
important  and  arduous  duties  in  connection  with 
the  stone  business,  and  is  at  this  time  practic- 
ally a retired  man. 

William  T.  Ritch,  our  subject,  was  reared  in 
Greenwich.  His  schooling  concluded  with  a 
course  at  the  Greenwich  Academy  under  Profes- 
sor Shepherd  and  Professor  Root,  successively. 
From  boyhood  he  took  an  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness of  his  father,  and  as  a boy  was  foreman  in 
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the  quarry.  Consequently  he  acquired  a thor-  I and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Second  Congre- 
ough  knowledge  of  the  same  to  the  most  minute  gational  Church  at  Greenwich.  Absorbed  as  he 
detail,  and  his  able  management  is  the  result,  at  is  in  business,  and  thoroughly  trained  in  all  that 
least  in  part,  of  such  familiarity  and  close  appli-  pertains  to  this  important  industry,  he  is  a young 
cation.  man  of  more  than  usual  capacity,  and  one  to 

The  present  trade  of  William  Thomas  Ritch  whom  the  commercial  life  of  the  nation  is  more 
is  the  outgrowth  of  a business  that  was  started 
in  1845.  Oxen  then  furnished  the  sole  power, 
and  the  crude  apparatus  was  in  keeping.  That 
method  has  been  supplanted  by  improved  modern 
machinery,  including  steam  derricks,  drills,  and 
every  convenience  for  the  speedy  handling  of 
stone.  The  product  from  this  quarry  has  a 
greater  transverse  strength  than  any  other  in  the 
United  States,  surpassing  even  any  granite  in 
this  respect,  as  shown  by  scientific  tests.  It  is  I County  Meath,  Ireland,  July  9,  1856,  the  son  of 
a very  heavy  stone,  and  as  a crushed  stone  has  I Edward  and  Marcella  (Smith!  Rickard, 
no  superior.  It  has  been  extensively  used  by  Edward  Rickard  was  also  a native  of  Ireland, 

the  government  for  seawalls,  breakwaters,  and  as  was  his  father  before  him,  and  he  learned  the 
other  coast  improvements,  salt  water  having  no  shoemaker’s  trade  and  also  followed  the  occupa- 
effect  on  it.  It  was  extensively  used  in  the  re-  tion  of  farming.  He  married  Marcella  Smith,  of 
cent  improvement  of  Fort  Schuyler,  and  among  the  same  county,  and  they  became  the  parents 
the  structures  where  it  has  been  extensively  used  of  five  children:  Christina,  who  married  Thomas 
may  be  mentioned  the  American  Sugar  Refinery  Gillipan,  of  Bridgeport;  Ann;  Christopher,  our 
of  Brooklyn,  and  other  large  warehouses  there;  subject;  Edward  and  James,  all  now  deceased 
Brooklyn  bridge;  the  Equitable  building,  New  j except  Christopher.  The  father  of  this  family 
York  Tower  building,  Produce  Exchange  and  I died  in  Ireland,  where  he  passed  all  his  life,  the 
Hoffman  House,  New  York;  the  W.  M.  Rocke-  i mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  in  Bridge- 
feller  mansion,  at  Tarrvtown,  N.  Y.  From  I port.  All  the  family  have  been  faithful  and  de- 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  to  Staten  Island  there  is  a ! vout  adherents  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith, 
large  and  growing  demand  for  this  stone.  Mr.  1 Christopher  Rickard  attended  school  in  Ire- 
Ritch  owns  the  vessels  carrying  the  product  to  land,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years  came  to  Amer 
market,  while  he  also  does  contracting  work  on  ica,  living  first  at  Haverstraw,  N.  T.  where  e 
stone  buildings,  and  in  recent  years  this  quarry  continued  his  education  until  he  was  old  enoug 
and  management  have  furnished  cut  stone  for  to  go  to  work.  For  one  season  he  was  emp  ove^ 
many  churches,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  in  a brickyard,  carrying  water  lor  the  men,  an 
the  Episcopal  church  of  Stamford,  the  Catholic  later,  for  one  and  one-half  years,  he  was  e 
cathedral  at  Brooklyn,  the  Catholic  church  at  ployed  in  a sale  stable  in  New  Y ork  ll>- , 
South  Norwalk,  the  Catholic  church  at  Ovster  1870  he  came  to  Bridgeport  and  toun  cmP  - 
Bay,  L.  1.,  and  others.  Mr.  Ritch  has  an  office  ment  in  Sanford's  hat  shop,  remaining  t ere  ^ 
in  New  York,  and  the  quarry  is  located  in  Green-  three  years,  when  he  bought  a horse  an 
wich,  on  Long  Island  Sound.  . He  carried  on  trucking  in  a small  way  or  ^ 

Mr.  Ritch  married  Miss  Jennie  Reva  Wade,  time,  but  gradually  began  to  enlarge  t ie  'c  ._ 

of  New  York,  and  they  have  one  child,  Reva  his  operations  until  now  he  has  the  arges 

Mare.  Our  subject  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  lishment  of  the  kind  in  New  England.  com. 
he  has  no  ambition  politically  except  to  support  attention  to  business  has  won  for  im  ^ 

good  men  for  office,  his  gieatest  inteiest  and  en-  mendation  of  all  his  patrons,  an  , Vs  s()Cj'att.s 

thusiasm  being  entirely  along  business  lines.  He  gains  and  maintains  the  respect  of  15 

is  a member  of  the  Mechanics  and  Tradesmens  in  the  business  world.  , married 

Society,  trustee  of  the  Mechanics  and  Trades-  On  lanuary  2,  1878,  Mr.  Rjc  V c0nn.,  a 
mens  Exchange,  is  a member  of  the  board  of  I Miss  Mary  L.  Murphy,  of  Strat  °r  • cj)jj(jren 
managers  of  the  Building  Trades  Club,  and  I daughter  of  John  Murphy,  an  elP  are 

chairman  of  the  finance  committee  in  the  latter  I have  come  to  bless  the  union,  six  0 reti 

club,  in  New  York  He  is  also  one  of  the  incor-  I now  living:  Louisa.  Ann,  Marre  jjec|  at  the 

porators  of  the  Greenwich  Savings  Bank  and  I Christopher,  Jr.,  and  Laura;  b *a . e 0f  ten 

Trust,  Loan  & Deposit  Company.  In  1890  Mr.  j age  of  six  \ ears,  and  Rosanna  a m0|der  of 

Ritch  built  his  cozy  home  in  Belle  Haven.  He  1 months.  Mr.  Rickard  has  been 


than  ordinarily  indebted  for  the  gigantic  strides 
which  it  is  now  making  in  material  advancement. 

CHRISTOPHER  RICKARD.  The  Emerald 
Isle  has  given  to  America  some  of  her  best 
material,  and  to  our  witty,  fun-loving  but  hard- 
working lrish-Americans  we  owe  much  in  a com- 
mercial wav.  Christopher  Rickard  was  born  in 
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his  own  fortune,  his  conscientious  performance 
of  duty  and  his  unswerving  honesty  having  been 
the  stepping-stones  to  his  success.  In  his  polit- 
ical relations  he  is  wholly  independent,  voting 
for  the  men  and  measures  his  judgment  approves; 
in  religious  faith  he  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  practicing  in 
their  daily  lives  the  teachings  of  that  ancient 
faith. 


^SJtT'ALLACE  A.  SMITH.  Taught  and  prac- 
WW.  ticed  bv  the  hardy  Scots,  it  was  for  their 
immortal  Sir  Walter  Scott  to  declare  that 
‘•stranger  is  a holy  name."  While  it  cannot  be 
said  that  this  is  the  general  law  in  this  country, 
it  is  so,  in  the  spirit  to  an  extent  greater,  per- 
haps, than  in  any  other  civilized  country.  Stand- 
ing wholly  on  his  own  merits,  the  kind  of  wel- 
come accorded  depends  entirely  upon  the  indi- 
vidual himself.  But  little  time  elapsed  after  the 
arrival  of  Wallace  A.  Smith  in  Bridgeport,  be- 
fore his  genial  nature  had  won  the  friendship,  as 
his  manly  bearing  had  the  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact,  and  his  career  as  a 
“stranger  " was  of  very  short  duration. 

Nicholas  Peck  Smith,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  at  Perry’s  Mills,  Tattnall  Co.,  Ga. 
He  engaged  in  the  cotton  business  at  Savannah, 
Ga.,  where  he  died  in  1876.  a victim  of  that 
terrible  scourge — yellow  fever.  He  married  Miss 
Mattie  S.  Crosby,  who  died  in  1882.  Two  sons 
were  left  to  mourn  the  loss  of  this  worthy  couple. 
Wallace  A.,  our  subject;  and  Ernst,  a resident  of 
Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Wallace  A.  Smith  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N. 
V,  April  17,  1859.  In  December,  1866,  he 
went  to  Germany,  where  his  boyhood  days  were 
spent.  He  received  his  education  at  the  unex- 
celled schools  of  that  country,  attending  in  Ham- 
burg and  Dresden,  also  amid  the  beautiful  scenery 
of- the  Hartz  Mountains  in  northwestern  Ger- 
many. During  the  nine  years  spent  abroad, 
chiefly  in  the  land  of  the  Teutons,  he  traveled  a 
great  deal,  and  became  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  country  and  the  people.  He  has  a very  vivid 
recollection  of  the  excitement  attending  the 
Franco- Prussian  war,  that  ended  in  the  triumph 
for  the  German,  and  the  changing  of  the  map  of 
Europe.  On  December  5,  1875,  he  again  set 
foot  on  native  soil,  and  at  his  old  home  in  Brook- 
lyn remained  until  1884.  During  this  time  he 
^as  at  the  New  York  office  of  the  Fairfield 
Chemical  Works,  where  his  remarkable  business 
ability,  and  conscientious  performance  of  his 
outy,  won  the  hearty  approval  of  the  company, 
and  in  1884  he  came  to  Bridgeport  as  the  super- 


1 intendent  of  their  factory.  This  responsible 
j position  he  filled  for  nine  years,  giving  satisfac- 
tion  to  those  he  served,  and  winning  the  con- 
I fidence  and  esteem  of  the  employes.  There  was 
1 a general  rejoicing  at  his  gain,  but  a feeling  of 
sorrow  at  their  own  loss,  when  in  1893,  Mr. 
Smith  resigned  to  become  Special  Deputy  Col- 
lector United  States  Customs.  This  position  he 
is  still  holding,  and  a more  popular  official  could 
hardly  be  found. 

Socially  he  is  past  chief  counselor  Order  of 
United  Friends,  at  Bridgeport;  grand  counselor 
of  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Connecticut,  and  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee;  court  deputy 
high  chief  ranger.  Independent  Order  of  Forest- 
ers; secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade;  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  Club,  in  which  he  is  one 
of  the  most  active  members. 

On  April  23,  1884,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. , Mr. 
Smith  was  married  to  Miss  Pauline  A.  Cawthorne, 
daughter  of  James  P.  W.  Cawthorne,  deputy 
commissioner  of  jurors,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  have  no  children.  In  religious 
faith  they  are  communicants  of  the  Prostestant 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Smith  holds 
the  office  of  parish  clerk.  This  charming  couple 
occupy  an  enviable  social  position,  and  their 
home  is  ever  open  for  the  entertainment  of  their 
many  friends.  With  the  enthusiasm  born  of  his 
Southern  blood,  Mr.  Smith  enters  fully  into  the 
spirit  of  any  measure  that  tends  to  the  welfare  or 
wholesome  enjoyment  of  the  community,  and 
contributes  liberally  of  his  means  toward  any 
worthy  cause. 


THOMAS  WARD,  who  by  dint  of  honest  toil 
and  close  economy,  has  secured  a comforta- 
ble competence,  was  born  in  County  Monaghan, 
Ireland,  on  Christmas  Day,  1844. 

Patrick  Ward,  his  father,  was  also  born  in 
County  Monaghan,  and  there  he  married  Bridget 
Ward,  and  in  1848  brought -his  wife  to  this  coun- 
try, locating  on  a farm  in  the  town  of  Redding, 
this  county,  where  Mrs.  Ward  died  in  February, 
1885.  Four  children  were  born  to  them:  James 
(now  deceased)  was  a blacksmith  by  trade  in 
Port  Chester;  John  is  a tinsmith  in  Danbury; 
Thomas  is  our  subject;  and  Peter  is  a hatter  in 
Norwalk.  Patrick  Ward  is  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  he  and  his  family  are  all  Roman  Catho- 
lics in  religious  belief. 

Thomas  Ward  passed  his  early  life  on  the 
farm  in  Redding,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  going  to  Bethel.  Conn.,  to 
learn  the  hatter's  trade  in  the  establishment  of 
Fisher  & Co. , where  he  remained  for  one  and  one- 
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half  years.  After  this  he  was  employed  at  various  and  he  held  various  local  positions,  including  that 
places — for  seven  years  with  the  Tweedy  Manu-  of  town  clerk,  while  he  also  served  as  representa- 
facturing  Company,  of  Danbury,  one  year  with  tive  in  the  State  Legislature.  In  religious  faith 
Giles  Hoyt,  of  Grassy  Plain,  and  for  about  a year  he  was  a Congregationalist,  and  he  and  his  esti- 
with  Nichols  & Nichols,  of  Bethel,  all  in  the  same  mable  wife  were  leading  members  of  that  Society 
business.  In  1867  he  came  to  Norwalk  and  en-  in  Stratford.  He  married  Miss  Helen  B.  Curtis, 
tered  the  employ  of  Crofut  & Knapp,  and  his  daughter  of  Deacon  Agur  and  Alice  (Peck)  Cur- 
efficiency  is  well  proven  by  the  fact  he  was  in  tis,  who  were  both  natives  of  Stratford,  and  seven 
this  one  place  for  fourteen  years,  when  he  be-  children  were  born  to  them,  as  follows:  Cornelia, 
gan  to  manufacture  hats  on  his  own  account  at  who  married  (first)  P.  L.  Tucker,  of  New  York 
South  Norwalk,  in  which  business  he  continued  (now  deceased),  and  (second)  Cornelius  Van  Hou- 
some  thirteen  years.  He  then  opened  a retail  ten,  a screen  manufacturer  connected  with  the 
hat  store  in  Bridgeport,  but  in  less  than  two  years  Dewitt  Manufacturing  Company  of  Belleville, 
he  sold  out,  and,  returning  to  Norwalk,  opened  N.  J. ; Henry,  a prominent  citizen  of  Stratford, 
up  a retail  hat  store  there.  He  had  continued  now  serving  as  town  clerk;  Maggie,  who  died  in 
the  manufacturing  business  during  the  interim,  1870;  Callie,  widow  of  George  Spall,  of  Strat- 
and  now  is  one  of  the  substantial  business  men  of  ford;  Charles  E.,  deputy  sheriff  for  the  town  of 
the  city,  his  reputation  as  such  being  acquired  I Stratford;  William  A. , our  subject;  and  Jessie  L., 
through  his  own  exertions.  Careful  and  honest,  I wife  of  A.  Bedell  Benjamin, 
wise  and  dauntless,  he  presents  an  example  it  Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
were  well  the  young  men  of  to-dav  would  emu-  Stratford,  and  began  his  business  career  as  ship- 
late.  ping  clerk  for  the  Hotchkiss  Sons'  Manufacturing 

In  1867  Mr.  Ward  married  Miss  Ellen  Ly-  Company  of  Bridgeport,  with  whom  he  remained 
ons,  of  New  York,  w'hose  father  died  when  she  fifteen  years.  He  then  began  to  learn  the  car- 
was  quite  young.  Four  children  gladdened  the  penter’s  trade  with  A.  W.  Burritt,  of  Stratford, 
home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife:  John,  a laund-  and  after  spending  four  years  with  him  he  "as 
ryrnan  of  Norwalk;  Thomas,  Jr.,  a hatter;  Wil-  employed  for  four  years  by  Savage  & Smit  in 
liam,  a clerk  in  Bridgeport;  and  Mary,  at  home.  the  same  line  of  work.  With  the  experience  t us 
The  political  allegiance  of  Mr.  Ward  is  given  to  gained  he  engaged  in  business  on  his  o«n  ac 
the  Democratic  party,  in  which  he  is  much  inter-  1 count,  and  soon  afterward  he  formed  his  presen 
ested.  The  family  are  all  devout  members  of  partnership  with  S.  J.  Beardsley.  as 

the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  active  in  its  never  been  especially  active  in  political  a airs, 
varied  lines  of  work.  They  occupy  a prominent  although  he  is  a strong  Republican  in  princip e. 
social  position,  and  are  highly  respected  and  and  has  always  taken  an  intelligent  interes 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  them.  the  questions  of  the  time.  In  1884  he  marri 

Miss  Anna  F.  Brinsmade,  daughter  ol  Lewi- 
. -—  — Brinsmade,  a respected  citizen  of  the  town 

WTLL1AM  A.  STAGG,  a well-known  con-  Trumbull,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  much  esteem 

tractor  and  builder  of  Stratlord,  is  the  socially. 

senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Stagg  & Beardsley,  — — 

through  whose  skillful  workmanship  many  of  the  „ ,.  own 

best  residences  and  other  buildings  in  that  local-  TjftLIJAH  M1DDLEBROOK,  of  the  we  - 
ity  have  been  constructed.  ISLy  trucking  firm  of  Middlebrook  & bom  ^ 

Mr.  Stagg  is  a native  of  Stratford,  where  he  Hill,  was  born  in  Yergennes,  Vt.,  ar^.^_ 
was  born  May  27,  1854,  and  on  the  maternal  1853,  a great-giandson  of  Dr.  Stephen 
side  he  is  descended  from  one  of  the  old  families  brook,  one  of  the  earliest  physicians  in 
of  that  town.  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Stagg,  the  father  of  Trumbull.  Middlebrouk. 

of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Newark.  N.  J.,  the  In  the  family  of  Dr.  Stephen  1 centurv 
greater  part  of  his  life,  however,  being  spent  in  | was  a son  Elijah,  who  for  nearly  a |iecatne 

this  county.  For  some  time  he  was  engaged  in  practiced  medicine  in  TrumbuJ  . a 
a flour  and  feed  business  at  Bridgeport,  but  his  widely-known  as  the  publisher  o t e ■ ^ our  cuh- 
attention  was  chiefly  given  to  the  manufacture  of  Almanac.  He  built  the  house  in  w * ^ wpjch 
combs  at  Stratford,  where  he  was  also  interested  j ject  now  lives,  his  wife  burning  ^arne4  Com- 
in  the  phosphate  business  and  the  butcher  s trade,  entered  into  its  construction.  e Charles 

He  was  prominent  in  political  affairs  as  a worker  fort  Hawley,  of  Stepney,  and  their  ^ pje 

in  the  Republican  party,  his  high  standing  as  a Stephen  Middlebrook  was  born  in  ^ iead 
citizen  making  him  a favorite  candidate  lor  office,  attended  Yale  College,  in  ear  y 
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n'.cLcine  with  h;s  father  and  practice'!  fi  r some 
time,  and  then  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
wire,  cider  and  vinegar.  He  married  Annie 
, and  their  children  Here  Liijah,  our  sub- 
ject, and  Charles.  now  deceased 

El  iah  Muidlchnx'k  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
h <d  and  )<  uth  in  Long  Hill,  and  has  since  en- 
gaged in  a general  trucking  tininess.  which  has 
proved  quite  lucrative  He  was  married  in  Mon- 
roe to  Miss  Mary  Kli/at>eth  Sherman,  a daughter 
of  Frelerick  Sherman,  and  five  children  have 
kle'sed  this  union : Charles  Stephen,  who  mar- 

ried Miss  Alice  Bradley;  John  1 hecphilus  and 
El  ;ah.  Jr.  ire  dealers  in  Bndgcfx.rt,  Mary  Coni- 
fert,  and  Ki>bcrt  B.  The  family  are  well-liked 
ard  respected,  and  are  ranked  among  the  sub- 
stantial residents  of  Trumbull. 


IRVING  GEKKY.  of  Danbury.  is  a rnan  whose 
al.lity  an«l  integrity  especially  fit  him  for 
p.ares  of  trust,  arid  for  some  years  fie  has  been 
cc  nnected  with  ihe  hat  industry,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  Bvnn  Dexter.  of  Danbury.  having 
control  of  his  interests  in  the  hat  business.  an>l  his 
judgment  is  an  a<  kriuwledged  factor  in  the  nun- 
acermr.t  of  the  well  known  firm  witfi  which  he  is 
ident  ihcd. 

Mr  Gerry  cc  ti.es  of  good  New  England  stock, 
tracing  his  desc  ent  in  the  paternal  line  to  one  of 
two  brolhcts.who  came  from  England  at  an  early 
da)  and  located  in  Massac  husetts,  one  choosing 
the  northern  part  and  the  other  the  southern. 
These  two  were  the  progenitors  of  various 
branches  of  the  Gerry  family  in  this  country. 
Bavid  Gerry,  our  subject's  great  grandfather, 
rrarried  Lucy  Thompson,  and  their  son, 
Charles,  our  subject's  grandfather,  married 
Onssa  Haynes,  daughter  of  Capt.  Israel  and 
Sarah  (Jewell,  Haynes.  Her  father  earned 
Bis  title  in  the  militia,  and  he  was  prominent  in 
the  political  movements  of  his  time,  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature.  He 
15  mentioned  in  Henry  Wilson’s  **  History  of 
Massachusetts " as  having  been  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  the  election  of  Charles  Sumner  to  the 
united  States  Senate.  Israel  H.  Gerry,  our 
subject's  father,  was  born  April  >2.  1833.  and 
or  many  years  was  in  the  commission  business 
mNewSork  City,  where  he  still  resides.  He 
married  Miss  Josephine  M . Packard,  who  was 
born  in  Brockton,  Mass  , daughter  of  Nathaniel 
R and  Mary  (Warren)  Packard,  and  died  leav- 
es six  children:  Elbridge,  Irving  tour  subject  1, 

ertrude,  Josephine,  Florence  and  Russell.  Our 
subject  s father  has  a daughter  by  another  mar- 
riage  Miss  Edna  Kingingham. 
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Irving  Gerry  was  born  September  12,  i860, 
at  Sudbury.  Mass  , and  spent  his  boyhood  in 
Orange,  N.  J.,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools,  including  the  high  school.  When  about 
j eighteen  years  old  he  began  his  business  career 
I by  keeping  books  for  his  father,  who  was  then  in 
the  wholesale  commission  business  at  Newark, 
N.  J After  several  tears  in  this  work  Mr.  Gerry 
became  a traveling  salesman  for  a firm  of  patent- 
leather  manufacturers  at  Newburyport,  Mass., 
with  whom  he  remained  for  some  time,  finally 
removing  to  Danbury,  where  he  learned  the  hat- 
ter's trade  with  A.  Mallory.  Two  years  in 
I that  factory  gave  him  a thorough  knowledge  of 
1 the  business,  and  on  leaving  he  found  employ- 
; mrnt  with  Nicholas  & Hine.  After  their  failure 
, he  entered  the  factory  of  Byron  Dexter,  who, 
seeing  his  ability  and  trustworthiness,  placed 
! hirn  in  charge  as  superintendent.  Mr.  Gerry's 
next  position  was  with  T.  Brothwcll  & Co.  as  the 
representative  of  the  widow  of  Mr.  Brothwell, 
and  he  filled  this  responsible  post  until  the 
business  was  suspended.  The  following  year  he 
' spent  at  Bethel,  and  he  then  returned  to  Dan- 
1 bury  to  take  his  present  position. 

Mr.  Gerry  is  too  fully  occupied  with  business 
! cares  to  have  any  aspirations  for  public  office, 

1 but  he  is  an  ardent  Republican  and  takes  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  local  affairs.  He  married  Miss 
Annie  M.  Johnston,  a native  of  London,  Eng- 
land, who.  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  was  rc- 
1 siding  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  with  her  parents, 

J Lawrence  and  Martha  Johnston.  No  children 
were  born  to  this  union.  Mr  Gerry  and  his  wife 
! are  prominent  members  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Danbury,  and  socially  he  is 
1 identified  with  Union  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M. 

I 

f — 


JOHN  C.  BENJAMIN,  a prominent  business 
man  of  Bridgeport,  is  a representative  of  one 
of  our  most  distinguished  families.  His  des- 
cent is  traced  back  to  the  time  of  William  the 
Conqueror  to  Walter  de  Lacey.  Great  Baron 
(1074),  who  was  of  Norman  blood.  The  line  was 
continued  through  Roger  de  Lacy  (1095),  Ilbert 
de  Lacy  ( 1 1 37).  and  John  de  Lacy  ( 1222).  but  in 
the  latter’s  day  the  confederacy  of  Barons  was 
dissolved  by  Henry  III.  and  merged  into  what 
has  since  been  known  as  “ landed  gentry.”  After 
1222  the  Barons  de  Lacy  are  found  in  Hertford- 
shire as  landed  gentry  of  Beryton  of  Stoke  Lacey. 
Later  they  adopted  Beryton  or  Berington  as  a 
patronymic,  and  about  1494  the  name  of  this 
branch  of  the  family  became  changed  to  Benja- 
min. The  coat  of  arms  now  used  by  both 
branches  of  the  family  is  supposed  to  have  been 
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granted  to  a Berington  on  July  2 1 , 1 403,  for  services 
on  the  battlefield  of  Shrewsbury.  The:  firs't  of 
the  family  to  come  to  America  was  John  Benja- 
min, who  crossed  the  ocean  in  1630  with  his  wife 
Abigail  and  two  brothers.  He  settled  in  Water- 
town,  Mass.,  and  in  1633  was  appointed  high 
sheriff  of  Boston. 

Gideon  Benjamin,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  probably  in  Danbury,  and  for  many 
years  he  conducted  the  ‘‘ Benjamin  House”  in 
Stratford,  where  he  once  had  General  LaFayette 
as  a guest.  William  H.  Benjamin,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Stratford  and  engaged  in 
farming  there.  He  married  Cynthia  A.  McEwen, 
and  they  had  six  children:  Samuel,  William  H., 
Albertina,  Mary,  Fannie  and  John  C. 

John  C.  Benjamin  was  born  in  Stratford 
September  26,  1845,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  academy  of  that  town.  When 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  began  to  learn  the  trade 
of  steam  and  gas  fitter  with  E.  R.  Lamson,  of 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  with  whom  he  remained  five 
and  a half  years,  and  in  about  1 866  he  located  in 
Bridgeport.  In  1884,  having  worked  at  his  trade 
for  some  time  as  a journeyman,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  C.  S.  Eames,  and  engaged  in 
business  on  Water  street  under  the  firm  name  of 
Benjamin  & Eames.  In  1890  the  partnership 
was  dissolved,  and  since  that  time  Mr.  Benjamin 
has  conducted  the  business  alone,  now  being 
located  at  No.  35  Middle  street.  Politically  he 
is  a Democrat,  so  far  as  national  issues  are  con- 
cerned, but  in  local  affairs  he  believes  in  giving 
his  support  to  the  *•  best  man.” 

On  November  24,  1866,  Mr.  Benjamin  mar- 
ried Miss  Susan  N.  Bronson,  daughter  of  O.  H. 
Bronson,  of  Waterbury,  who  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds  for  many 
years.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  this  union 
three  died  in  infancy:  William  H.  is  now  his 
father's  bookkeeper.  Mr.  Benjamin  and  his 
family  are  much  esteemed  socially;  he  is  not 
identified  with  any  fraternal  orders. 


JfAMES  BUCHANAN  MURPHY.  The  his- 
I tory  of  a self-made  man  possesses  more  than 
ordinary  interest  because  of  the  helpful  lesson 
suggested  in  its  plain  record  of  energetic  and 
wisely-planned  effort.  In  the  biography  of  the 
senior  member  of  the  well-known  manufacturing 
firm  of  J.  B.  Murphy  & Co.,  of  Danbury,  the 
reader  will  find  “ between  the  lines"  abundant 
evidence  of  the  pluck,  enterprise  and  sound  judg- 
ment necessary  to  success. 

Mr.  Murphy  was  born  July  4,  1858,  in  New 
Fail  field.  Conn.,  a son  of  Daniel  and  Mary 


(Dugan)  Murphy,  who  were  both  natives  of  Ire- 
land. The  father,  who  was  born  May  29,  1829, 
came  to  America  in  1838,  and  died  June  13, 
1892,  in  New  Fairfield,  Conn.  The  mother  was 
born  August  12,  1825,  and  breathed  her  last 
November  13,  1885,  in  New  Fairfield.  They 
had  nine  children,  of  whom:  John  F.,  born 
October  31,  1854,  resided  at  New  Milford,  Conn., 
where  he  died  May  27,  1897;  he  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Dolan  and  had  four  children— Veron- 
ica, Angela,  Leon  and  Gertrude.  Mary,  bom 
March  8,  1857,  married  Aaron  Bates,  of  Dan- 
bury, and  has  three  children — Monica,  Aaron 
and  Joseph.  James  B.  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below.  Elizabeth,  born  February  12,  1862,  and 
Daniel,  born  March  2,  1866,  are  not  married. 
Annie,  born  April  20,  1873,  married  Samuel 
Taylor,  of  Danbury,  and  has  one  son,  James. 
Robert  E.,  born  September  12,  1869,  resides  at 
New  Milford. 

During  his  boyhood  Mr.  Murphy  attended  the 
district  schools  at  New  Fairfield,  while  assisting, 
.according  to  his  strength,  in  the  work  on  his 
father’s  farm.  On  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  he  continued  this  work  for  two  years, 
and  then  entered  the  hat  factory  of  Hopkins  4 
Co.,  at  New  Fairfield,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  gaining  a complete  knowledge  of  finishing. 
Going  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  he  worked  for  a short 
time  in  the  factory  of  Crossley  & Co.,  and  his 
next  employment  was  in  a similar  establishment 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  His  attention  was  then 
drawn  to  the  advantages  that  skilled  workmen  in 
his  trade  could  find  in  Danbury,  and,  going 
there,  he  found  employment  with  the  Tweedy 

Manufacturing  Company,  later  with  L.  H.  Jo  11- 
son  & Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  five  yeafi, 
the  first  year  as  foreman  and  afterward  as  super 
intendent.  In  1888  the  firm  went  out  of  busi- 
ness, and  Mr.  Murphy,  after  working  for  • • 
Millard  & Co.  for  about  six  months,  moved  to 
New  Milford  and  spent  three  years  in  the  empwy 
of.  Hill  & Hankey.  In  June,  1893,  he  return 
to  Danbury  and  organized  a company 
manufacture  of  stiff  fur  bats,  taking  1D  as  P . 
ners  John  B.  Miller  and  Belisano  Pontery,  u 
the  firm  name  of  J.  B.  Murphy  & Co.  Th«r 
shop  in  Railroad  avenue  presents  a bu 'J  7 ^ 

and  their  business,  which  at  first  P 
about  twelve  hands,  now  requires  |jom  , , . n 
five  to  one  hundred,  having  more  than  trebled  ,0 

V°1UMre  Murphy  has  a pleasant  home  >P  D*Qnb£ 
On  October  20,  1882,  he  *8®  marr  d Sarah 
Anna  E.  Banner,  daughter  of  Edward jd  Sai* 

E.  (Chamberlain)  Banner,  of  ^e*a  j,  Dugan, 
Two  children  blessed  this  union. 
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born  July  3,  1886,  and  Marjorie,  born  in  Octo- 
ber, 1892.  Mr.  Murphy  and  his  wife  are  promi- 
nent socially,  and,  fraternally,  he  is  a member  of 
the  Knights  of  Honor  and  Paugassett  Tribe.  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men.  He  is  an  excellent 
citizen,  and,  while  not  a politician,  gives  close 
attention  to  all  matters  that  concern  the  country’s 
welfare.  Previous  to  the  campaign  of  1896  he 
was  a Democrat,  but  his  influence  has  since  been 
given  to  the  support  of  the  Republican  party. 


JfOHN  MILLER,  Jr.  An  encouraging  ex- 
ample ol  success  in  the  overcoming  of  un- 
promising circumstances  is  given  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  well-known  business  man  of  Danbury, 
who  has  made  his  way  from  the  foot  of  the  lad- 
der without  any  advantages  except  those  supplied 
*by  his  own  sound  sense,  energy  and  steady  pur- 
pose. Mr.  Miller  is  a thorough  American,  but 
his  parents,  John  and  Wilhelmina  (Smith)  Mil- 
ler, were  both  natives  of  Germany.  The  father, 
■who  was  born  in  1832,  came  to  this  country  in 
1852,  and  is  now  living  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
where  he  follows  the  tailor’s  trade.  The  mother 
was  born  in  183S,  came  to  America  in  1853,  and 
passed  to  the  unseen  fife  in  1872.  They  were 
married  in  1854,  in  Rondout  (now  Kingston), 
Ulster  Co.,  N.  V.,  and  they  had  nine  children: 
Minnie,  John,  Jr..  William,  George,  Charles, 
Josephine,  Julius,  Elizabeth  (who  died  in  child- 
hood) and  Minnie  Elizabeth.  Mr.  Miller  en- 
listed in  the  service  of  the  Union  in  1863,  serving 
to  the  close  of  the  Civil  war. 

John  Miller,  Jr.,  was  born  November  26, 
1856,  in  Rondout  (now  Kingston),  Ulster  Co., 
K.  Y.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and  also  the  German  Lutheran 
school  lor  a brief  period;  but  at  the  age  of  ten 
years  he  began  to  work  as  a driver  on  the  Dela- 
ware & Hudson  canal.  Later  he  became  a 
steersman  on  the  canal,  on  which  he  spent  in  all 
■about  six  years,  and  he  was  subsequently  em- 
ployed lor  two  years  and  one-half  on  the  Erie  & 
Northern  canal.  His  next  experience  was  as 
deckhand  on  a towboat  on  the  Hudson  river, 
running  from  Rondout  to  New  York  City,  and 
after  a year  there  he  found  employment  on  a 
•cement  boat  running  from  Rosendale  to  New 
7ork  City.  Two  years  in  this  work  satisfied  him 
with  boating,  and  he  then  decided  to  seek  another 
hne  of  business.  He  spent  six  months  in  New 
York  learning  the  boxmaker's  trade,  and  in  the 
fell  ol  1876  he  located  at  Danbury,  where  he 
•commenced  to  learn  the  hatting  industry  with 
Beckerle  6r  Co.  For  nineteen  years  he  continued 
•to  work  at  this  trade  with  different  manufactur-  1 


ers,  for  twelve  years  of  that  time  as  foreman  in 
the  finishing  departments  of  various  factories,  and 
in  1 893  he  formed  a partnership  with  J.  B.  Mur- 
phy and  Belisario  Pontery  under  the  firm  name 
of  J.  B.  Murphy  & Co.  Although  they  started 
in  the  business  of  hat  manufacturing  in  the  midst 
of  one  of  the  worst  financial  depressions  that  this 
| country  has  ever  known,  they  have  been  remark- 
| ably  successful. 

On  September  7,  1879,  Mr.  Miller  married 
Miss  Henrietta  Light,  daughter  of  Gilbert  and 
Maria  (Bailey)  Light,  of  Brewster,  Putnam  Co., 
N.  Y.  They  have  a pleasant  home  at  No.  9 
Bates  Place,  Danbury,  which  is  further  bright- 
ened by  their  adopted  daughter,  Ethel  Georgiana. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  firm  believers  in  Chris- 
tianity, though  they  are  not  identified  with  any 
particular  Church.  Their  daughter  attends  the 
Methodist  Church  and  Sunday-school.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a Republican  in  political  faith,  and  so- 
cially he  is  a member  of  Union  Lodge  No.  40, 
F.  & A.  M.,  and  several  other  fraternal  societies. 


Belisario  antony  pontery.  Among 

our  foreign-born  citizens  none  should  be 

more  welcome  to  the  advancement  which  out 
country  affords  than  the  sons  of  Italy,  the  de- 
scendants of  the  compatriots  of  Columbus.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  June  18, 
1 861,  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Italy,  at 
Sagliano-Micca,  Province  of  Novara,  is  now  a 
prosperous  business  man  of  Danbury,  Conn., 
having  made  his  way  to  success  through  his  own 
efforts. 

But  few  of  Mr.  Pontery's  relatives  are  in  the 
United  States.  Antony  Pontery,  his  grandfather, 
died  in  Italy  in  1871  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years,  and  James  Pontery,  the  father,  who  was 
born  in  1821,  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life 
under  the  sunny  skies  of  that  country,  except 
one  year  and  a few  months — from  March,  1892, 
to  May,  1893 — which  he  passed  with  his  son  (our 
subject)  in  this  country;  returning  to  Italy,  he 
is  still  living  there.  His  wife,  Gertrude  Mosca, 
who  was  born  in  Italy  in  1836,  died  there  in 
1875.  To  James  and  Gertrude  Pontery  were 
born  five  children,  as  follows:  Belisario.  Cath- 

arina,  Rosa,  Theresa  and  Elisio.  Theresa  died 
at  the  age  of  eleven  -years.  Catharina,  Rosa 
and  Elisio  came  to  this  country.  at 
different  times,  Catharina  is  married  and  lives 
in  Staten  Island.  N.  Y.  Elisio  makes  his  home  in 
Boston,  Mass.  Rosa  stayed  in  this  country  about 
six  years,  marrying  here,  and  about  four  years 
ago  returned  to  Italy  with  her  husband. 

Belisario  A.  Pontery  received  an  excellent 
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education  in  his  native  town,  attending  first  the 
common  school,  and  later  taking  a course 
in  Sagliano  Andorno  College.  He  then  be- 
gan to  work  in  a hat  shop  in  Sagliano- 
Micca,  and  after  continuing  in  that  em- 
ployment for  about  ten  years,  he  went  to  France 
and  spent  a few  months  in  the  hat  factories 
there.  His  prospects  for  the  future  appearing 
unsatisfactory,  he  decided  to  come  to  America; 
so  on  February  15,  1885,  he  crossed  the  ocean, 
landing  at  New  York  City,  and  immediately  there- 
after came  to  Danbury  to  work  in  the  establish- 
ment of  Henry  Crofut,  afterward  engaging  with 
Beltaire  Brothers  and  Greene  Brothers.  A brief 
venture  in  the  fruit  and  candy  business  on  his 
own  account  did  not  result  satisfactorily,  and  at 
the  end  of  six  months  he  obtained  employment 
in  the  hat  shops  of  Byron  Dexter  and  J.  \V. 
Greene,  continuing  with  the  latter  firm  until 
early  in  1892.  In  June,  1S93,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  John  Miller,  J 1 . . and  J.  B. 
Murphy,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  B.  Murphy 
ft  Co.,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  ot  stiff 
hats,  in  which  they  have  since  continued  success- 
fully, now  having  an  extensive  and  profitable 
trade.  Mr.  Pontery’s  inclination  and  ability  for 
this  line  of  work  may  be  said  to  be  hereditary. 


name.  Stephen  M.  Conger  (1),  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  made  his  home  in  Troy,  N.  V., 
and  Newark,  N.  J.  Stephen  M.  Conger  (2),  our 
subject’s  father,  was  born  in  1815,  in  Troy,  but 
his  youth  was  chiefly  spent  in  Newark,  N.  J., 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a carriage  trim- 
mer. He  was  married  there  to  Miss  Catherine 
M.  Whittemore,  daughter  of  James  Whittemore, 
and  soon  afterward  removed  to  Fairfield  county, 
Conn.,  locating  in  Bridgeport,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1894.  For  many  years  he  followed 
his  trade  there,  being  employed  by  the  leading 
carriage  and  coach  makers  of  the  place,  includ- 
ing the  Brewsters,  Jacob  A.  Mott  and  the  firm  of 
Haight  & Hubbell.  As  a citizen,  he  was  much 
1 esteemed,  and  he  took  an  active  share  in  local 
j politics  as  a member  of  the  Republican  party, 

I and  at  various  times  held  office,  serving  as  coun- 
1 cilman,  tax  collector  and  member  of  the  school 
I committee  of  his  district.  He  was  also  an  active 
1 worker  in  the  cause  of  temperance,  being  identi- 
I fied  with  several  reform  societies.  His  estimable 
wife,  who  was  a native  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  died  in 
| 1886.  Thev  had  twelve  children:  William  Henry 
I Mary,  deceased;  Frances  Amelia;  Stephen,  de- 
ceased; Charles  Augustus;  David  M. ; Stephen M., 
Charlotte  Augusta;  Horace;  James;  Nellie:  and 


as  his  father  has  been  for  many  years  a prominent  I 
hatter  in  Italy,  Our  subject,  while  still  a mere 
youth,  was  made  the  secretary  of  the  Italian  Hat  j 
Association,  which  included  all  the  hatters  of  I 
Italy.  He  has  a pleasant  residence  at  No.  10  I 
Railroad  avenue,  and  his  family  is  an  interesting  ! 
one.  His  wife,  Margarite  Ferrarone,  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Anthony  and  Florinda  (Vella)  Ferrarone, 
and  they  have  three  children — Thetesa,  James 
and  Herbert.  Theresa  was  born  in  Italy  April  30, 
1883,  and  came  with  her  mother  to  this  country 
in  November,  1 888 ; James  and  Herbert  were 
both  born  in  Danbury,  the  former  on  September 
14,  1891,  the  latter  on  October  1,  1894.  Mr. 
Ponterv  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  As  a pood  citizen  he 
takes  much  interest  in  the  questions  which  con- 
cern the  welfare  of  his  adopted  country,  while 
in  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican. 


STEPHEN  M.  CONGER.  In  the  history  of 
this  well-known  resident  of  Bridgeport,  who 
has  advanced  in  life  through  his  own  efforts,  there 
is  a valuable  object-lesson,  and  the  thoughtful 
reader  cannot  fail  to  see  that  perseverance,  in- 
dustry and  good  judgment  form  the  basis  of  his 
success. 

Mr.  Conger  wasborn  May  22,  1851,  in  Bridge- 
port, and  is  the  third  of  his  familv  to  bear  the 


maty. 

Stephen  M.  Conger  acquired  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Bridgeport,  and  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  entered  the  employ  of  the  Whee  er  ' 
Wilson  Sewing  Machine  Company.  He  remainea 
with  them  fourteen  years,  working  in  different 
departments,  and  finally  becoming  connecte  ** 
the  needle  department,  under  Mr.  Kingman.  1 
1871  he  was  employed  by  David  Baldwin.  * 
had  the  contract  for  making  the  bobbins  lor 
Wheeler  & Wilson  Company,  continuing 
him  until  his  death,  in  1879.  In  18  °,  e ■ ce 
tract  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Conger,  who  - • 
carried  on  the  work  satisfactorily,  suppymP 
bobbins  used  by  the  company.  Pol'* 
a stanch  Republican,  and  has  always  a ^ 
interest  in  local  affairs,  as  well  as  natl0.n  ' s jn 
At  times  he  has  served  as  re8,strf5  ° , 0(  tht 

the  Fifth  ward  of  Bridgeport,  h 1 he idays  cl ^ 
old  volunteer  fire  department.  Mr.  Long 
an  active  member  of  the  force  and  lor  ^ 
years  and  a half  served  in  a pai  r Filt,men's 
At  present  he  is  a member  ot  tne  ^ 
Benevolent  Association,  in  which  fecrf. 

for  nine  consecutive  years  to  t e 0 , ferve 

tary,  but  after  his  eighth  year  he  declined 

,on8*r-  v-  , ,8  ,872  Mr.  Conger 

On  November  28,  1872.  Marv  Eliza- 

married,  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  o Marv A- 

beth  Allen,  daughter  of  Gideon  b- 
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(Lewis)  Allen.  Two  children  have  blessed  the 
union:  Harry  M.  and  Edward  G.  Mr.  Conger 
and  his  wife  are  prominently  identified  with  Park 
Street  Congregational  Church,  at  Bridgeport,  and 
he  belongs  to  various  social  orders,  including  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  Pequonnock  Lodge  No.  4,  and  the 
Order  of  United  American  Mechanics,  Waldemar 
Council,  in  which  he  has  served  seven  terms  as 
recording  secretary. 


BE-UBEN  A.  LOCKHART,  M.  D.,  is  one  of 
, Bridgeport’s  leading  physicians,  and  is  no 
less  prominent  as  a citizen,  his  public  spirit  being 
shown  by  a helpful  participation  in  various  pro- 
gressive movements  in  his  community.  He  was 
born  September  18,  1870,  in  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  is  of  Scotch  descent  in  the  paternal 
line,  his  grandfather,  who  was  born  in  Scotland, 
emigrating  to  Nova  Scotia  in  early  manhood  and 
engaging  in  farming  there.  Thomas  A.  Lock- 
hart, the  Doctor’s  father,  was  born  at  Halifax, 
and  was  married  there  to  Sabra  A.  Hazel,  a na- 
tive of  Nova  Scotia,  of  English  descent.  For 
some  years  he  conducted  a retail  grocery  busi- 
ness there,  but  in  1875  he  removed  to  Bridge- 
port, where  he  has  since  engaged  in  the  same 
line  successfully.  He  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  had  three  children,  of  whom,  Reuben  A.  is 
the  only  survivor,  the  others  dying  in  infancy. 

Doctor  Lockhart  was  five  years  old  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Bridgeport,  and  his  literary 
education  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  that 
city.  On  graduating  from  high  school  in  1888 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of  medicine, 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  entered  the  med- 
ical department  of  Yale  College,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1891.  At  that  time  he  was  not  yet 
of  age,  so  he  was  obliged  to  wait  several  months 
before  his  diploma  could  be  granted.  Soon 
after  he  received  an  appointment  as  assistant 
physician  and  surgeon,  continuing  as  such  for 
eighteen  months,  after  which,  on  account  of 
failing  health,  he  went  to  Nova  Scotia  for  rest 
and  recreation.  For  six  years  past  he  has  been 
in  practice  at  Bridgeport,  where  his  abilities 
have  met  with  ready  recognition. 

On  June  13,  1894,  Doctor  Lockhart  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Uschmann,  who  was  born  in 
Bridgeport,  a daughter  of  Frederick  Uschmann, 
a native  of  Germany.  The  Doctor  and  his  wile 
are  prominent  socially,  and  he  is  connected  with 
the  Order  of  Heptasophs;  the  Woodmen  of  the 
world;  St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  3,  F.  & A.  M. ; 
Samuel  Harris  Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F.;  Joseph  Dow- 
ling Lodge,  K.  of  P. ; Ivy  Grove  Lodge,  Wood- 
men’s Circle,  and  the  Foresters  of  America.  He 


is  also  an  active  member  of  the  city,  county  and 
State  medical  associations,  and  maintains  the  ties 
of  early  friendships  through  his  membership  in 
the  Yale  Alumni  Association  and  various  college 
and  high-school  societies,  including  the  Delta 
Epsilon  lota  Fraternity.  He  has  always  been 
interested  in  athletic  sports,  and  while  in  high 
school  was  captain  of  the  football  team.  Polit- 
ically, Doctor  Lockhart  is  a Republican,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  cares  of  his  growing  prac- 
tice, he  finds  time  to  take  part  in  local  affairs, 
being  a member  of  the  Board  of  .Education  and 
a committeeman  from  his  district,  and  no  worthy 
enterprise  fails  to  receive  his  sympathy  and  sup- 
port. He  was  reared  a Methodist,  but  he  attends 
the  Congregational  Church. 


HENRY  WEBB.  That  community  is  fortu- 
nate  which  has  in  its  midst  a man  who  in- 
tuitively recognizes  and  grasps  business  oppor- 
tunities. The  prosperity  of  a village  or  city  is  so 
intimately  associated  with  its  industries  that 
their  number  and  character  either  make  or  mar 
in  the  sum  total  of  common  good.  In  the  pictur- 
esque to.vn  of  Greenwich,  Fairfield  county,  there 
now  resides,  after  a long  and  successful  business 
career,  a man  who  by  his  own  foresight  not  o ily 
accumulated  for  himself  a handsome  compe- 
tency, but  has  also  been,  in  the  broadest  sense  of 
the  term,  a public  benefactor.  Henry  Webb  has 
lived  a busy  and  varied  life.  He  has  for  nearly 
thirty  years  been  actively  identified  with  the  busi- 
ness prosperity  of  the  town,  and  enjoys  the  re- 
spect and  good  will  that  is  always  bestowed  by 
an  appreciative  community  upon  a successful 
man. 

Mr.  Webb  was  born  September  22,  1836,  in 
Stamford  township,  on  Webb’s  Hill,  a few  miles 
north  of  Stamford,  the  son  of  John  and  Sally 
(Raymond)  Webb.  Both  his  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal ancestors  were  among  the  honored  pion- 
eers of  the  town  of  Stamford.  Richard  Webb, 
the  original  Colonial  ancestor  of  Mr.  Webb,  came 
to  Stamford  in  1654.  and  was  a prominent  figure 
in  the  colony,  as  well  as  a man  of  property.  He 
represented  the  town  of  Stamford  in  the  Connec- 
ticut General  Court.  The  Davenports,  maternal 
ancestors  of  our  subject,  constituted  one  of  the 
prominent  families  of  America,  descending  from 
the  Rev.  lohn  Davenport,  the  founder  and  patri- 
arch of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  one  of  the  most 
eminent  divines  of  Colonial  days.  He  was  born 
in  Coventry,  England,  in  1597'  an^  came  to 
America  in  1637,  in  the  good  ship  “Hector.” 
He  died  in  Boston,  Mass.,  March  15,  1670,  and 
was  buried  in  the  tomb  of  Stone  Chapel  Church, 
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on  Tremont  street,  Boston.  He  was  pastor  of 
the  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Boston  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Webb.  Sally 
(Raymond)  Webb,  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Clarissa  (Davenport)  Raymond,  and  it  is 
through  her  that  the  descent  from  the  Davenport 
family  is  traced;  the  mother  lived  to  the  remarka- 
ble age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years.  Mr. 
Webb's  paternal  grandfather  and  great-grand- 
father were  both  named  Nathaniel  Webb.  John 
Webb,  his  father,  was  a farmer  and  a lifelong 
resident  of  Stamford.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  He  had  two  sons,  Nathaniel 
and  Henry,  the  former  of  whom  removed  to  Cal- 
ifornia in  1856,  and  some  years  later  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Washington,  now  tesiding  at  Walla 
Walla;  he  has  amassed  a fortune  in  sheep  and 
wheat. 

Henry  Webb  spent  his  early  days  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  in  his  boyhood  enjoyed  the 
educational  advantages  of  the  old  Roxbury 
school  at  Stamford.  As  a boy  he  did  not  take 
very  kindly  to  books,  for  he  was  a youth  of  ac- 
tion rather  than  of  the  schools,  and  the  active 
affairs  of  life  were  of  the  greatest  interest  to  him. 
He  remained  on  his  father’s  farm  until  after  he 
attained  his  majority,  and  in  i860  he  came  to 
Greenwich  and  entered  into  business,  making  his 
first  independent  venture  in  1863  bv  establishing 
a coal  business  along  the  Steamboat  road.  After 
an  experience  of  some  time  as  an  individual 
dealer,  he  formed  a partnership,  from  which  he 
later  retired.  In  1876  Mr.  Webb  purchased  the 
ice  business  of  the  town.  The  ice  crop  that 
year  was  a complete  failure,  and  ice  was  im- 
ported from  Norway  at  great  cost,  being  trans- 
ferred at  New  York  to  a coast  boat  and  so  de- 
livered to  the  consumers.  This  business  so  in- 
creased under  the  management  of  Mr.  Webb 
that  it  soon  demanded  his  entire  attention.  In 
1880  he  purchased  the  Theodore  H.  Mead  farm, 
adjoining  Put’s  Hill,  which  included  a ten-acre 
pond,  the  source  of  his  ice  supply,  and  he  con- 
tinued in  the  ice  business  until  1887.  He  now 
enjoys  a life  of  comparative  ease  which  has  been 
honorably  won  by  his  many  years  of  enterprising 
and  successful  labor. 

In  November,  1866.  Mr.  Webb  was  married 
to  a daughter  of  Col.  Thomas  A.  and  Hannah 
(Seaman)  Mead,  a sketch  of  which  family  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mr.  Webb  has 
one  son.  who  bears  the  family  name  of  Nathaniel. 
Henry  Webb  is  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  in  politics  is  an  ardent  Republican. 
He  has  never  lacked  in  interest  for  party  success, 
but  the  offices  within  the  gift  of  his  party  have 
never  appealed  to  him,  for  he  has  alvvay'S  pre- 


! ferred  the  duties  of  private  life.  In  the  old  days, 
i when  the  militia  flourished,  Mr.  Webb  was 
lieutenant  of  the  company  at  Greenwich.  In 
1893  he  erected  a handsome  home  on  the  corner 
of  Putnam  avenue  and  Field  Point  road,  and  in 
1897  he  built  another  substantial  residence  ad- 
( joining;  he  is  also  the  owner  of  much  business 
j property. 

Mr.  Webb  is  a practical  business  man,  gifted 
with  that  power  which  can  foresee  the  value  of 
commercial  enterprises.  His  judgment  is  excel- 
lent, and  he  makes  up  his  mind  quickly  and 
seldom  errs.  He  has  been  associated  in  many 
undertakings,  some  of  which  were  quite  original 
i with  him,  and  no  better  tribute  to  his  keen 
i sagacity  need  be  paid  than  the  mention  of  these 
1 continued  business  successes.  After  his  long  and 
1 eventful  business  life,  no  name  in  the  community 
stands  higher  than  his.  He  has  never  been 
found  wanting  in  public  spirit,  and  he  enjoys 
the  complete  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low men. 


JOSEPH  M.  MERRITT,  one  of  the  wide- 
awake and  prosperous  citizens  of  Greenwich, 
and  one  who  has  been  prominently  identified 
I with  the  development  of  the  town,  particularly 
j with  the  section  in  the  vicinity  of  the  depot,  is 
I the  descendant  of  an  old  English  family  which 
over  two  centuries  ago  was  prominent  in  the  City 
of  New  York,  and  for  years  since  has  contributed 
largely'  to  the  personnel  of  its  enterprising  mer- 
chants. This  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  in 
I this  country  is  traced  back  to  William  Merritt, 
i who  was  mayor  of  New  York  from  1696  to  1698. 

| Our  subject  is  eighth  in  lineal  descent  from  this 
1 early  mayor  of  the  metropolis,  as  follows:  (1) 

I Wiliiam,  (2)  John  (called  “ Major”),  (3)  Caleb, 
(4)  Daniel,  (5)  Ebenezer,  (6)  Capt.  Daniel,  (7) 
Joseph  G.,  (8)  our  subject. 

William  Merritt,  the  early  mayor  of  New 
i York,  died  in  1708.  His  wife  was  Margery; 

I among  his  children  was  John,  who  w’as  called 
1 Major.  This  John  Merritt  lived  in  Rye  town- 
I ship,  Westchester  Co..  N.  Y.  His  wife  was 
i named  Mary,  and  their  family  of  ten  children 
. was  as  follow's:  Daniel,  Caleb.  Nathan,  Thomas, 

| John,  Phoebe,  Amy,  Ruth,  Mary  and  Hannah, 
i Major  John  Merritt  by  his  will  left  a plot  of 
1 gionnd  (half  an  acre)  in  King  Street  to  be  used 
> as  a cemetery.  Of  the  ten  children  of  “Major” 
I John,  there  was  Caleb,  whose  second  son  was 
' Daniel,  born  August  17,  1742.  and  who,  April  20, 
1 1703,  married  Rebecca  Sherwood.  Caleb  Mer- 
1 ritt  died  July  15,  1782.  Capt  Ebenezer  Merritt, 
I the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  at 
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Hoppen  Ridge  near  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  March  The  ten  children  of  Capt.  Daniel  and  Sarah 
28,  1764,  the  eldest  child  of  Daniel  and  Rebecca  Merritt  were  as  follows:  George  W.,  born  Feb- 
(Sherwood)  Merritt.  Capt.  Ebenezer  Merritt  ruary  12,  1808,  sailed  the  ••  Ann  Amelia,”  and 
was  a noted  boatman  on  the  Hudson  river,  died  of  cholera  in  1824;  Willis,  born  February 
While  at  Sing  Sing  he  met  Miss  Cvnthia  Willis,  18,1810.  sailed  the  packet  “Mary  Willis”  from 
of  that  village,  and  they  were  married  August  17,  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  died  in  that  city;  LewisA., 
1783.  She  was  born  July  29,  1765.  Capt.  born  April  22,  1812,  was  a sea  captain  and  subse- 
Ebenezer  sailed  the  sloop  “ George  Washington,”  quentlv  a farmer,  and  died  in  Greenwich  township; 
and  later  in  life  he  retired  from  the  sea.  He  Susan  Ann  Eliza,  born  February  6,  1814,  mar- 
died  at  Albany,  N.  \.,  in  1S19,  ried  Edward  Mead,  and  died  in  Cos  Cob,  August 

The  nine  children  of  Ebenezer  and  Cynthia  26,  1884;  Daniel  B.,  born  January  8,  1816,  who 
Merritt  were  as  follows:  (1)  Daniel,  grandfather  was  a clothing  merchant  at  New  York  City,  died 
of  our  subject,  born  in  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.,  October  of  cholera  July  12,  1854;  Cynthia  W.,  born  Jan- 
'S. 1784-  (2)  Willis,  a sea  captain,  who  was  I uary  2,  1818,  died  February  19,  1827;  Joseph 

once  wrecked  on  the  ocean  but  rescued  from  a G.,  fatherof  oursubject,  born  November 7,  1819, 
raft,  and  who  subsequently  migrated  to  Ohio,  died  May  1,  1885;  Caleb  W.,  born  January  1 8, 
where  he  bought  land  in  an  early  day.  (3)  Henry,  1S22;  Theodore,  born  November  15,  1823,  was 
once  justice  of  peace  in  City  Half,  N.  Y.,  and  a a boatman  for  some  years,  and  died  at  Middle- 
prominent  citizen  of  the  metropolis.  (4)  John  town,  Conn.,  February  11,  1892;  Sarah  L., 
Willis,  for  years  a lawyer  in  New'  York,  and  born  April  12,  1826,  is  the  widow  of  Elnathan 
later  a citizen  of  Ohio,  subsequently  became  a Husted,  of  Greenwich;  Cynthia  (2),  born  Novem- 
well-known  journalist  in  Illinois,  where  he  died;  ber  21,  1829,  married  Rufus  Putney,  a Method- 
he  was  the  father  of  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt,  who  ist  minister,  and  died  at  Milford,  Conn.,  March 
graduated  from  West  Point  in  i860,  and  is  now  24,  1891. 

highly  prominent  in  the  military  affairs  of  the  Joseph  G.  Merritt,  father  of  our  subject, 
nation.  (5)  Wesley,  a leading  dry-goods  mer-  I attended  (besides  the  common  schools)  the 
chant  on  Broadway,  New  York,  owning  one  of  I academy  at  Greenwich  a short  time.  When 
the  largest  stores  of  his  day';  during  the  gold  ex-  thirteen  years  of  age  he  began  his  career  in  New 
citement  he  migrated  to  California.  (6)  Charles,  York  as  a clerk  for  Joseph  Husted,  on  Cather- 
a New  York  private  detective,  who  made  prof es-  ine  street,  and  when  twenty-one  years  old  Jie 
sional  trips  to  Europe.  (7)  Cynthia,  who  mar-  started  in  business  for  himself  with  $2,000 
ried  and  died  in  New  York.  (8)  Phoebe,  who  mar-  capital,  which  he  at  that  time  received  from  his 
ned  Gideon  Peck,  and  died  in  New  York.  (9)  father.  His  store  was  located  on  Catherine 
Ann  E.,  who  married  James  Wood,  of  Tarry-  Slip,  New  York,  and  David  Close,  now  a large 
town,  N.  Y.,  and  died  there.  clothing  dealer,  of  New  York,  was  his  clerk.  He 

Capt.  Daniel  Merritt,  eldest  son  of  Ebenezer  1 removed  his  store  to  Chatlan  Square,  and  in 
Merritt,  and  grandfather  of  oursubject,  was  reared  I 1861  disposed  of  the  business,  and  retired  to 
a sailor  boy.  His  parents  removed  to  New  York  Greenwich.  Here  for  seventeen  years  he  was 
when  he  was  but  a boy,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  station  agent  on  the  N.  Y..  N.  H.  & H.  R.  R., 

he  went  as  cook  for  his  father,  thus  beginning  a but  when  the  work  became  loo  heavy  for  him  he 

career  as  a seafaring  man  that  lasted  for  years.  | resigned  his  position.  He  died  May  1,  1885,. 
He  was  married  May  19,  1S07,  to  Sarah  Lyon.  I and  w>as  hurried  in  the  Congregational  cemetery, 
who  was  born  March  23, 1 786.  a daughter  of  James  | He  was  a prominent  member  of  the  Methodist 
and  Susan  (Marion)  Lyon.  She  was  reared  in  I Church  and  for  many  years  he  was  a steward  of 
Kew  York.  Her  father  died  comparatively  I same.  He  was  a member  of  Acacia  Lodge,  F. 
young,  and  her  mother  subsequently  married  I & A.  M.,  at  Greenwich,  and  has  been  prominent 
James  Green.  Capt.  Daniel  Merritt  owned  the  i in  the  Masonic  Lodge  on  23rd  street,  New  York, 
vessels  “Orion”  and  "Theodore,”  and  sailed  I of  which  he  was  grand  master. 

Utem  between  Greenwich  and  New  York.  Here-  Mr.  Merritt  was  married  at  New  York,  April 
•ired  from  the  sea  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years,  I tS,  1849.  to  Mary  J.  Pease,  who  was  born  in 

hut  retained  interests  in  his  vessels.  To  each  of  ! New  York,  in  1828,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 

his  sons  he  gave  $1,000.  and  if  more  capital  was  i beth  (Cornwell)  Pease,  and  one  of  their  family  of 
desired  by  any  of  them  he  loaned  them  the  money  ! ten  children.  John  Pease  was  a prominent 
on  interest.  Daniel  Merritt  was  a Whig  in  poli-  1 manufacturer  of  hore-hound  candy,  an  article  of 
hcs.  He  removed  with  his  family  from  New  1 great  medical  properties  knowm  and  extensively 
^ ork  to  Greenwich,  where  he  died  April  30,  1 849-  1 used  throughout  the  United  States.  He  was  a 
His  wife  died  July  8,  1848.  1 prominent  citizen  of  the  Seventh  ward  of  New 
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York,  which  in  his  day  was  the  leading  society 
portion  of  the  city.  Another  daughter  of  John 
Pease  married  Joseph  G.  Mills,  a representative 
of  the  old  Mills  family,  and  a cousin  of  D.  O. 
Mills.  William  Pease,  a son  of  John  Pease,  was 
founder  of  the  Cherry  Street  Iron  Works,  and  a 
successful  manufacturer.  His  firm  built  iron- 
clads for  the  United  States  during  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion.  The  five  children  of  Joseph  G.  and 
Mary  Pease  were:  Elisha  G. , Canfield  C., Joseph 
M.  (our  subject),  Elizabeth  C.,  and  D.  Willis. 
Of  these,  Elisha  G.  died  when  an  infant;  Can- 
field  C.,  born  January  4.  1852,  was  interested  in 
the  hotel  business,  in  New  York  City;  Elizabeth 
C.  lives  in  Greenwich,  in  the  homestead;  D. 
Willis  resides  in  Greenwich,  and  has  business 
interests  in  New  York.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject died  November  16.  1863,  and  is  buried  in 
the  Congregational  cemetery  at  Greenwich. 

Joseph  M.  Merritt,  our  subject,  was  born  at 
No.  69  Monroe  street,  in  the  Seventh  ward.  New 
York,  February  15.  1856,  whence  two  years 
later  his  parents  removed  to  Greenwich.  Here 
he  attended  the  private  school  of  Henry  Peck, 
which  was  located  near  the  Congregational 
church,  and  later  he  was  a pupil  of  the  Green- 
wich Academy  when  Professor  Shepherd  was  in 
charge.  At  the  age  cf  fifteen  he  entered  the 
employment  of  theC.  H.  Delameter  & Co.  Iron 
Works,  at  the  foot  of  Thirteenth  street  and  North 
river.  New  York,  and  for  fourteen  years  was  with 
them.  In  1885  he  returned  to  Greenwich,  and 
erected  what  is  known  as  the  Merritt  building. 
It  was  an  opportunity  for  an  investment  in  real 
estate.  He  put  up  the  largest  and  finest  build- 
ing in  the  vicinity  of  the  depot  at  the  time,  con- 
sisting of  three  stores,  with  apartments  in  the 
upper  stories.  It  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in 
Greenwich.  Failure  was  predicted  for  him,  and 
many  said  he  was  ahead  of  the  times,  but  he 
made  it  succeed,  and  others  followed  his  example. 
Mr.  Merritt  deserves  credit  for  his  courageous 
and  successful  efforts  to  thus  develop  that 
neglected  portion  of  Greenwich.  He  is  one  of 
the  city’s  substantial  citizens  not  pretentious  in 
manner,  but  a man  of  strict  integrity  and  a 
worthy  representative  of  a line  of  noble 
ancestors. 


[(J^ILLIAM  A.  FENN,  proprietor  of  a pms- 

L perous  and  long-established  meat  market 

at  Shelton,  has  the  leading  business  in  that  line 
in  his  locality,  supplying  the  citizens  of  Shelton 
and  Derby.  While  he  was  not  compelled  in 
youth  to  face  the  disadvantages  of  poverty,  his 
career  has  been  marked  by  an  amount  of  energy 


I and  practical  sagacity  which  would  have  been 
I likely  to  overcome  any  obstacles. 

Mr.  Fenn  belongs  to  a well-known  family  of 
| English  extraction,  and  his  grandfather,  Lyman 
j Fenn,  who  was  born  in  1S00,  was  formanyyears 
1 engaged  in  the  hatting  business  at  Roxbury.  The 
! family  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Con- 
| gregational  Church,  and  their  political  affiliations 
I have  been  with  the  Whigs  and,  since  its  forma- 
i tion,  with  the  Republican  party.  Lyman  Fenn 
| married  Miss  Fannie  P.  Livingston,  also  a native 
i of  Connecticut,  and  they  had  thirteen  children: 

I Ophelia,  who  married  Homer  Sanford,  of  Bridge- 
| port;  Maria,  who  never  married;  Frederick  W., 

I our  subject’s  father;  Amos  L..  who  is  not  mar- 
j ried  and  now  resides  at  a Soldiers'  Home,  having 
served  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war; 


I Henry  H.,  a hardware  merchant  at  Port  Byron, 

I N.  Y. ; Chloe  P.,  deceased,  who  married  Henry 
I Burrett,  a farmer  of  Roxbury;  Lois,  Martha  J. 

I and  Albert  L.,  who  died  in  childhood;  George E., 

1 deceased,  who  was  a mechanic;  James  S.,  who 
I died  in  childhood;  Emma  J.;  and  Lois  (2) 
1 deceased. 

The  late  Frederick  W.  Fenn,  father  of  our 
1 subject,  was  born  in  1832,  in  Roxbury,  and  for 
1 some  time  was  connected  with  his  fathers  hat- 
manufacturing establishment  there.  He  married 

1 a lady  of  English  descent,  Miss  Mary  Allen,  ol 
1 Southbury  township.  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  a 
1 daughter  of  Treat  and  Sarah  (Blakeman)  Allen, 

I and  granddaughter  of  Josiah  Allen.  After  is 
1 marriage  Frederick  Fenn  located  upon  a farm 
, near  Southbury,  and  in  1 S86  he  removed  to  the 
I present  homestead  in  the  town  of  Huntington, 
where  he  died.  He  was  much  esteemed  as  a 
citizen,  and  took  an  active  part  in  local  po  1 ic., 

: serving  several  years  as  first  selectman  0 on 

i bury.  His  estimable  wife  survives 
their  two  sons,  William  A.  and  Robert.  e 

: died  in  1890.  . _ 

William  A.  Fenn  was  born  in  Southbur  , 

1 February  15.  1861.  and  was  reared  a fa^ert“. - j 
attending  the  local  schools  and  meanw  1 -- 

ing  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  om  ^ 

’ When  about  nineteen  years  old  he  cairn : 1 
1 new  home  in  the  town  of  Huntington, 

I learned  the  butcher  s trade  with  hrs  unde, 

! three  vears  purchasing  the  business  r han  a 
cle.  who  had  then  conducted  it  for  mo 
. quarter  of  a century,  building  UP  a ^ -p(,e 

in  Shelton  and  Birmingham  now 

bus, ness  has  not  suffered  under  our  subject^  ^ 
management, and  for  seventeen  yea 
ried  it  on  with  marked  success.  Je  H 

In  1883  Mr.  Fenn  married  ^,S-  Jl86l.  the 
| Platt,  who  was  born  in  Southbury 
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•daughter  of  Edward  Platt.  Two  children  have 
blessed  this  union:  William  P.  and  Genevieve. 

Mr.  Fenn  and  his  wife  are  prominent  socially, 
and  he  is  a member  of  the  Order  of  Red  Men; 
Ousatonic  Lodge  No.  6,  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  King 
Hiram  Lodge  No.  12,  F.  & A.  M.,  both  at 
Derby;  and  Valley  Lodge,  K.  P..  in  which  order 
he  has  attained  the  Uniformed  Rank.  He  is  also 
an  honorary  member  of  Echo  Hose  Company. 
His  sympathy  and  aid  can  always  be  relied  upon 
to  forward  any  beneficial  movement. 


W'f  C.  WATSON,  M.  D.,  a talented  young 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Bridgeport,  is 
rapidly  making  his  way  to  the  front  rank  in  his 
chosen  profession,  each  success  paving  the  way 
to  wider  opportunity.  He  was  born  July  it, 
1872,  in  New  York  City,  the  only  child  of  C.  R. 
and  Hattie  M.  (King)  Watson.  In  the  paternal 
line  he  is  of  English  descent,  his  grandfather, 
Robert  Watson,  having  come  from  England  in 
early  manhood  and  settled  upon  the  rich  farm 
lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Walworth,  Wayne  Co., 
N.  V.,  where  he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety  years. 

C.  R.  Watson,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  New’  York  City,  and  when  a young  man  en- 
gaged in  business  there  as  a wholesale  grocer. 
As  his  trade  extended  he  made  a specialty  of 
importing  teas,  and  at  present  he  has  a large  and 
profitable  business  in  that  line.  His  estimable 
wife  (now  deceased)  was  a native  of  Washing- 
ton, Distriot  of  Columbia. 

Doctor  Watson’s  boyhood  was  spent  mainly  in 
Wayne  county,  N.  Y.,  and  the  first  school  that 
he  attended  was  in  Palmyra.  At  the  age  of 
eleven  he  returned  to  New  York  City  for  a year, 
and  in  the  meantime  attended  school  in  Brook- 
lyn. For  some  time  he  resided  with  an  uncle. 
Dr.  Samuel  Ingraham,  and  later  he  returned  to 
school  in  Brooklyn.  He  then  took  a course  in 
the  Eastman  Business  College,  at  Poughkeepsie, 
h-  Y.,  graduating  in  1891.  and  a three-years’ 
course  in  high  school  in  Brooklyn.  The  next 
two  years  were  spent  in  Bellevue  Medical  College, 
in  New  York,  and  afterward  he  entered  Long 
Island  College  Hospital,  where  he  received  his 
degree  in  1897,  taking  a course  in  the  New  York 
Post-Graduate  School  the  same  year.  The  Doc- 
tor located  first  in  Naugatuck,  Conn.,  remaining 
six  months,  and  on  October  7,  1898,  he  opened 
an  office  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  has  met  with 
gratifying  success.  While  he  is  not  active  in 
politics  he  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  all 
public  questions,  and  votes  independently  on  the 
tssue  of  the  time. 


On  October  6,  1898,  Doctor  Watson  married 
Miss  Jennie  E.  Halpin,  a native  of  Middlebury, 
Vt.  Socially,  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  popu- 
lar, and  he  belongs  to  various  organizations, 
including  the  Union  Fraternal  League,  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  holding  mem- 
bership with  the  lodge  at  Naugatuck. 


SIDNEY  S.  BEARDSLEY,  oflhe  well-known 
firm  of  Stagg  & Beardsley,  contractors  and 
builders  at  Stratford,  is  a young  man  of  fine  abil- 
ities, and  has  already  won  an  enviable  reputation 
in  his  chosen  line  of  business. 

Mr.  Beardsley  belongs  to  an  old  and  respected 
family  of  Stratford  township,  his  ancestors  hav- 
ing settled  there  at  an  early  day.  Wilson 
Beardsley,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Stratford,  and  married  Louise  Smith,  of 
Milford,  Conn.  They  had  several  children,  of 
whom  our  subject’s  father,  Lewis  Beardsley,  is 
now  the  only  survivor. 

Lewis  Beardsley  was  born  in  Stratford,  and 
since  early  manhood  has  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  that  town.  While  he  is  not  a politician  he 
is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  and  policy 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  and  his  estim- 
able wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  married  Miss  Martha  Perry,  a 
daughter  of  William  Perry,  a prominent  merchant 
and  general  business  man  of  Stratford,  and  they 
had  eight  children,  all  of  whom  settled  in 
Stratford;  Mary  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of 
Daniel  C.  Wood;  Everitt  is  a machinist  by  trade; 
Frederick  is  a plumber  and  dealer  in  hardware; 
Susan  married  Samuel  E.  Smith,  and  both  are 
now  deceased;  Sidney  S.,  our  subject,  was  the 
fifth  in  order  of  birth;  Charles  is  a machinist; 
Elbert  is  a clerk  in  his  brother  Frederick’s  hard- 
ware store;  and  Frank  is  a carpenter  by  occupa- 
tion. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  27,  1866,  at 
the  old  homestead,  in  Stratford,  and  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  that  locality.  On  leaving  school 
he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  with  Mills  & Bur- 
ritt,  of  Bridgeport,  with  whom  he  remained 
eleven  years.  He  then  formed  his  present  part- 
nership with  William  A.  Stagg,  and  engaged  in 
contracting  and  building,  the  firm  meeting  with 
gratifying  success  from  the  beginning.  Mr. 
Beardsley  is  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  is  inter- 
ested in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
socially  is  identified  with  the  Cupheag  Club,  of 
Stratford,  while  he  and  his  wife  are  prominent 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  For  some 
time  he  has  been  an  active  member  of  the 
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Mutual  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  of  his 

C'1  On  October  31,  1894.  Mr.  Beardsley  married 
MissOna  Curtis,  and  they  have  one  son,  Russell 
Sidney.  Mrs.  Beardsley  is  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam H.  Curtis,  and  granddaughter  of  Leamond 
Curtis,  both  nativesof  Danbury,  and  her  brother, 
Frank  L.  Curtis,  is  now  a resident  of  Stratlord. 


STUDWELL  FAMILY.  The  family  of  Stud- 
well  originated  in  the  County  of  Kent,  Eng- 
land *Tbeir  ancient  seat,  which  was  situated 
near  the  hamlet  of  Seale,  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
was  known  as  Stidulfe's  place.  Studwell  is  a 
corruption  of  Stidulfe.  The  original  name  of  the 
family  was  Stodewolfe.  which  was  changed  to  | 
Stodolle.  Stidoife,  Stidulfe,  Steedale.  Steedweel, 
Studwell,  and  (some  families  now)  Stedwell. 

Nasted’s  ••  History  of  Kent  ” mentions  Robert  | 
de  Stidulfe.  who  flourished  before  the  reign  of 
Edward  111  (1327),  who  is  spoken  of  in  ancient 
deeds,  without  date,  as  being  the  proprietor  of 
Stidulfe's  place  in  Seale 

A branch  of  this  family  settled  at  Mickleham, 
in  t he  adjoining  county  of  Surrey.  In  Surrey 
we  find  mentioned  Sir  Francis  Stydlofe.  Knight 
(died  1655),  Sir  Richard  Stvdolfe,  Knight  (died 
1 676),  and  Sir  Thomas  Stodolle.  Knight.  In  1 660 
Richard  Stidulf  was  created  a baionet 

The  hamlet  of  Seale  in  the  County  of  Kent  was 
held  by  feudal  tenure  by  the  Lords  Say  and  Seal. 
In  1631  Lord  Say  and  Seal  with  Lord  Brooke, 
Pvne  Hampden  and  others  received  a grant  of 
land  on  the  Connecuticut  river  which  was  named 
••The  Colony  of  Saybrook.”  In  1(335.  under 
the  direction  of  John  Winthrop,  men,  ordnance, 
ammunition  and  ^2,000  sterling  were  sent  from 
England  to  erect  Fort  Saybrook  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Connecticut  river. 

Lion  Gardiner,  who  was  an  engineer,  laid 
out,  about  1635,  Saybiook  Point,  in  lots,  sur- 
veyed stieets,  and  made  piepaiations  for  the  re- 
ception of  "gentlemen  of  quality.  Unfortu- 
nately. no  list  has  been  preserved  of  the  men 
who  settled  in  Saybrook  in  1635  There  is  ex- 
tant no  list  of  the  freemen  of  Saybrook  previous 
to  1669.  and  Thomas  Studwell.  the  progenitor 
of  the  Studwell  lamily  in  America,  was  in  Rye 
(or  Greenwich)  before  this  date.  We  know  that, 
certainly,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Saybrook, 
lohn  Tully,  was  from  the  County  of  Surrey  of 

"Tlit-M-  on  tbe  English  origin  of  the  Studwell  family  have  been 

roniribuled  bv  Edward  C.  Marshall.  M.  A.,  geJM-alopiet.  No.  Itf  M aflimg- 
ion  place.  New  York,  author  of  the  “Ancestry  of  Gen.  f^rant.  the  Hia- 
torv  of  the  V.  i*.  Naval  Academy,"  etc.  (For  the  fake  oi  ronvemence.  and 
to  avoid  possible  errors,  the  family  name  throughout  this  genealogical 
Tecord  will  be  spelled  tbe  modern  way— Studwell,. 


England.  [History  of  Middlesex  County.  Con- 
necticut.] . 

The  trend  in  all  the  facts  of  the  case  furnishes 
strong  grounds  for  the  conjecture  that  Thomas 
Studwell  (or  Steedwell)  was  among  the  settlersm 
Savbrook  in  1635.  and  that  he  went  thence,  about 
1650,  to  Rye,  and  later  to  Greenwich,  Conn. 
He  was  probably  from  Seale,  in  the  County  of 
Kent,  and  he  came  to  America  under  the  aus- 
pices of  his  patron.  Lord  Say  and  Seal.  His 
birth  took  place,  we  may  conjecture,  about  the 
year  1600.  He  was,  therefore,  about  seventy 
vears  of  age  when  he  died  in  Greenwich  Court. 
He  appears  to  have  had  considerable  money,  as 
1 he  was  engaged,  with  others,  in  large  pure  a.e. 

I of  land  in  Rye  and  Greenwich. 

In  the  Htstorv  of  Greenwich  and  Stamford, 

| Conn.,  we  find  that  in  1656  one  Crab  sold  por- 

I tions  of  his  estate  to  the  ancestor  of  the  Stud 

I wells,  and  that  Peter  D.sbrow  and  ohn  C , 0 
I Pettier  with  1.  Thomas  Studwell  (1).  bought  a 
' considerable  part  of  what  is  now  the  tow 
Rve  N.  Y„  running  from  Byram  rtver.oBlmd 
££k  and  the  Sound,  and  north  0 the  Put- 

chase,  a distance  of  slx  m JS  ^ler  Countv. 
in  Boltons  "History  ol  Wesicne.iei 
v v " that  the  ^ame  parties,  on  June  29, 
became  successors  to  the  Dutch  West  India  Com- 
pany, whose  property  included  an  j 

Island  Sound,  called  Ma  musing.  marude 

I.  Thomas  Studwell  (.  made  sli  « 
dwelling  before  he  built  .on  the  nia.nlan 
second  house,  which  was  oca  He  was 

where  is  now  the  district  sc  0 j,js  name 

a leading  pioneer  of  Greenwic  • removing 

appears  .in  .656.  as  a signer  of  art  clesre  • 

the  court  to  New  Haven.  e extending  from 

of  land  west  of  the  Mianus  ri  • £ Q,  jt  (our 

Studwell's  Point,  on  the  ? of  this  tract  have 
miles  to  the  north,  and  Port'°"?  ° Studwell  family 

remained  in  the  possession  oHhe  st  ,n 

to  this  day.  He  also  held  land  mSteo{(he 

it 


o mis  oay.  nt  — ; nne  of  the  in- 

1662  be  signed  a declaration  he5o](1 

habitant  of  the  town  of  Rye.  and  m>  . 


habitants  oi  the  town  u.  - h 0„  Min 
a part  of  h.s  property,  including  a 

brook.  ,nnther  large  tract  ol 

The  Indians  conveyed  anoth  Coe, 

land  (now  town  of  Harriso  ) * 0ther  parties 
Thomas  Studwell  and  John  B <M  lrom  Long 

came  into  the  settlement,  many  o ^ t0  ,he 

Island  (when  that  fecllo"J*Sbgeing  John  M«d' 
Duke  of  York,,  among  them  ben  g J ^ ,ep,t. 
who  bv  some  is  said  to  have  been  m 0 

sentativ  e of  the  Mead  family  m >h>  .e„  50ld 

Anril  28,  1663.  Dtsbrow,  Coe  a”,their  extensive 
to  nine  other  "settlers  a Por“°" the  townsWP 
tract  of  land,  which  was  locatea 
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of  Rye  and  adjacent  towns.  In  the  earlier  re- 
cords of  the  various  towns  their  names  are  found 
among  those  of  prominent  landowners. 

In  1667  I.  Thomas  Studwell  (!)  returned 
to  Greenwich  (then  a part  of  Stamford),  where 
he  died  in  1670.  Prior  to  his  death  he  was  en- 
gaged in  clearing  the  land  and  tilling  the  soil, 
also,  as  above  mentioned,  in  disposing  to  early 
settlers  of  portions  of 'the  land  which  he  had 
bought  of  the  Indians.  His  sons  and  their  de- 
scendants continued  to  dispose  of  this  land  for 
several  years,  the  last  of  the  large  tract  known  as 
Studwell’s  Point,  at  Greenwich,  being  conveyed 
to  Robert  Mead,  of  that  place  (date  of  distribu- 
tion of  the  estate  of  Lillie  Studwell — November 
2,  1787:  date  of  land  sale — April,  1788).  the 
same  having  been  in  the  family  about  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  years,  or  since  the  first  purchase 
from  the  Indians.  There  were  six  or  seven  parts 
or  divisions,  each  selling  for  about  / 1 25 . 10  8d. 
sterling,  and  went  to  the  children  and  grandchil- 
dren of  Thomas  Studwell  (born  in  1709)  and  his 
wife  Jemima,  and  others  (Lillie  Studwell  also 
left  a large  estate). 

The  following  named  children  were  born  to 
I.  Thomas  Studwell  (1),  the  original  ancestor: 
(1)  Thomas  (2),  (2)  Joseph  (1)  and  (3)  John  (1). 
No  record  of  the  birth  or  death  of  these  three 
sons  is  found,  but  it  is  known  that  from  1672  to 
1683  they  were  residing  at  Rye,  N.  V.  Between 
1692  and  1697  they  removed  to  Greenwich,  Fair- 
field  county,  having  sold  all  their  land  at  Rye  on 
account  of  a dispute  over  rival  claims  of  New 
York  and  Connecticut  to  the  territory.  The  re- 
cords of  Greenwich  show'  that  in  1694  II. 
Thomas  (2)  had  taxable  property  to  the  amount 
of  thirty  pounds  sterling,  .while  Joseph  (1)  was 
taxed  for  eighteen  pounds.  According  to  the  re- 
cords II.  Thomas  (2)  sold  land  in  the  town  to 
John  Wilson  in  >696.  1697,  and  down  to  1718. 
The  line  of  descent  in  which  we  are  now  inter- 
ested is  traced  through  II.  Thomas  (2),  as  will 
be  seen  farther  on. 

Joseph  (1)  had  a son  Joseph  (2),  who  was  born 
January  21,  1703,  died  May  9,  1793.  He  mar- 
ried Susannah — [surname  not  now  obtainable], 
who  was  born  August  10,  1704,  and  died  August 
10,176;.  Names  and  dates  of  birth  of  their  chil- 
dren: Mary,  August  10,  1720;  Gilbert,  February 
4>  ' 7 3 1 ; John,  March  5,  1733;  Gatsy,  August  19, 

1 737 • died  December  19,  1738;  and  Janies,  April 
■>  1/40.  Of  these,  James  (the  last  named) 
married  Elizabeth  Brundige,  who  was  born 
November  22,  1753.  Names  of  children  with 
dates  of  birth  etc.,  as  follows:  Hester,  November 
23.  1771.  died  August  30,  1777;  Joseph,  Novem- 
*3er  1773,  died  August  25,  1777;  Charity, 


October,  20,  1775,  died  September  5,  1 777; 
Elethea,  May  7,  1778,  died  August  13,  1796; 
James,  June  5,  1780;  John,  June  2,  1782,  died 
January  15,  1799;  Elizabeth,  September  8, 1 784 ; 
Albijean,  April  r,  1787;  Joseph,  July  10,  17S9; 
Susanna,  December  10,  1791;  Brundige.  June 
24,  1794;  and  Joanna,  January  25,  1799.  The 
fatherof  these  died- sometimeafter  the  year  1805. 
Of  this  family,  Brundige  Studwell  married  (first) 
Sarah  Akin,  and  (second)  Deborah  Akin.  Names 
and  dates  of  birth  etc.,  of  children  by  first  wife: 
Akin,  January  31,  1818,  died  April  2,  1818; 
Elizabeth,  July  3,  1819,  died  October  25,  1839; 
Albert,  September  It,  1822,  died  Decembers, 
1826;  Egbert.  September  1 1 , 1822.  married 
Harriet  Crane:  George,  November  4,  1824, 
married  Eveline  Beaby;  Amanda,  February  24, 
1826,  married  Joel  C.  Joice,  and  died  January  9, 
1898;  Milan,  April  3,  1828,  is  spoken  of  more 
fully  below.  Children  by  second  marriage: 
Frances,  born  March  30,  1831,  married  Edgar 
Bounds,  and  died  January  30,  1853;  and  Char- 
lotte, born  May  27,  1836,  married  John  Jones. 
Milan  Studwell  was  married  August  17,  1854,  to 
Mary  E.  Gardner,  who  was  born  October  16, 
1835.  Their  children:  Myrtie  H.,  born  June  27, 
1864,  married  Crosby  D.  Wood  January  13, 
1885;  and  Carrie  B. , born  Augfist  25,  1871. 
The  name  of  John  (1)  appears  on  a deed  to 
which  he  witnessed  in  1713,  but  it  is  not  known 
that  he  had  any  descendants. 

Joseph  Studwell,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  was  born 
February  4,  1731,  lived  on  North  King  street, 
and  was  the  owner  of  a fine  large  farm.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  citizens  of  that  locality,  and  in 
religious  faith  he  was  a Quaker.  He  died  in 
September,  1S23.  leaving  his  farm  to  his  chil- 
dren, and  they  passed  nearly  their  entire  lives 
there,  respected  by  all  who  knew  them — in  fact, 
his  descendants  have  resided  on  that  farm  almost 
down  to  the  present  day.  He  married  Elizabeth 

[surname  not  now  obtainable],  who  was 

born  in  February  1730,  and  died  in  August,  1766. 
Names  of  their  children  and  dates  of  birth,  etc., 
are  here  given:  David,  June  26,  1757;  Benja- 
min, August  24,  1759.  died  August  24,  1824; 
Joanna,  February,  1762;  Martha,  December, 
1764,  died  in  1795  [dates  of  death  of  the  others 
not  given].  Of  these,  Benjamin  married  Sarah 

[surname  not  now  obtainable],  and  they 

had  children  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  born  October 
3,  1784,  married  Purdy  Anderson;  Susanna,  born 
in  March,  17SS,  married  Hackaliah  Carhart,  and 
died  September  4.  1837;  Perthena,  born  in  1791, 
died  in  1792;  Polly  Ann,  born  January  11,  1795, 
married  Calvin  Sherwood,  and  died  October  5, 
1865;  Joseph,  born  November  27,  1798,  died 
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September  24,  1890,  aged  ninety-two  years;  Sally,  June  4.  1806,  died  November  14,  1896.  On 
born  June  28,  1S01,  died  in  1S49.  Of  these,  January  17,  1S30.  she  married  Jeremiah  Slater, 
Joseph  married  Elizabeth  Brundage,  who  was  who  was  born  June  10,  1807,  and  died  August 
born  March  17,  1796.  The  names  and  dates  of  17,  1890.  Their  children:  Sanford,  born  March 
birth  of  their  children:  Sarah,  April  4,  1834,  22,  1831;  Augustus,  born  November  17,  1834: 

married  Absalom  Ireland;  Elizabeth,  born  Sanford  A.,  born  October  5,  1S39:  and  Atwood, 

[date  not  now  known],  married  James  M.  Searles,  born  November  26,  1842.  (5)  Caroline,  born 

and  died  March  15,  1884;  and  Julia  L.,  born  January  4,  1802.  died  June  20,  1854;  she  mar- 
November  25.  1843,  is  at  this  writing  living  at  ried  Nathaniel  Briggs,  of  Greenwich,  and  they 
Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  and  to  her  James  W.  Stud-  had  one  son,  John  A.  Briggs.  (61  Clarissa, 
well  is  indebted  for  the  names,  etc.,  in  this  para-  youngest  daughter  of  Richard,  was  born  at  Green- 
graph  and  the  following  one.  wich.  Conn..  August  16,  1815,  married  (first) 

Gilbert  Studwell,  son  of  Joseph  (2)  and  Denison  Lockwood,  and  they  had  one  child, 
brother  of  Joseph  (3),  was  born  in  1733,  mar-  Caroline  E.,  who  married  Jacob  Dunn,  their 

ried  Mary (surname  not  now  obtainable],  children  being  Lucy  E.,  wife  of  Frank  A.  Whit  - 

who  was  born  in  1736.  Their  children:  Car-  ing,  of  Stanwich,  Conn.;  Mortimer  Allen,  who 
thagena,  born  November  20,  1756;  Rodger,  born  married  Frances  D.  Studwell,  daughter  of  John 
February  10,  1758;  Mary,  born  ]une  24,  1764  Sanford  Studwell:  and  Alice,  wife  of  John  Ruckel, 
(dates  of  their  death  not  now  known],  of  Riverbank.  Conn.  Clarissa  (Studwell)  Lock- 

Joseph  Studwell  (of  fourth  generation  from  wood  married  (second)  Daniel  Slater,  of  Mianus, 
original  ancestor),  son  of  Thomas  (3)  (who  Conn.,  and  one  son,  Randolph  N.,  was  born  to 
was  born  in  1709)  (dates  of  birth  and  death  of  them.  He  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Studwell. 
]Y.  Joseph  not  now  known].  He  married  Mrs.  daughter  of  John  Sanford  Studwell.  This  John 
Deborah  Lockwood,  widow  of  Silas  Lock-  Sanford  Studwell  married  Annie  Crosby;  their 
wood  (Silas  died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-five  children:  (a)  John  Filmore,  born  April  5,  1858. 

years).  By  him  (Lockwood)  she  had  a son,  married  Helen  Burns;  their  children— Spencer 
Stephen,  who  was  married  January  1,  1792,  to  A.,  born  May  14.  1893,  and  John  Russell,  born 
Sarah  Ingersoll,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Eliza-  July  1,  189c.  (/>)  Thomas  M.  (of  Port  Chester, 

beth  Ingersoll.  (Gen.  Albert  Lockwood,  of  Sing  N.  Y.),  born  March  24,  t8 — , married  Josep  mfc 
Sing.  N.  Y.,  and  the  late  Munson  Lockwood,  of  Farnham:  children — John T.,  born  May  21.1  9-> 
White  Plains,  were  his  sons).  The  children  born  Ernest  1.,  born  August  14,  1894;  Lawrence 
to  Joseph  (4)  and  Deborah  (Lockwood)  Studwell  born  July  24,  1896;  and  Earl  W.,  bom  -Jay  2o 
were:  Richard,  Joseph  (5)  and  Solomon.  189S.  .(c)  Mary  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Rando  p •• 

The  eldest  of  that  family.  Richard  Studwell,  Slater);  {d)  Frances  D.  (Mrs.  Mortimer  • 
of  Greenwich,  was  born  in  1773,  and  died  Octo-  Dunn);  (rt  Leonora,  married  to  Albert  napp, 
ber  "8,  1855.  He  married  Elizabeth  Devens,  of  Greenwich.  Conn.  Of  these,  the  e esl,  J 
who  was  born  in  1773,  and  died  in  1837.  Their  Filmore,  in  partnership  with  his  brother-in  • 
children:  (1)  Allen  Studwell,  born  October  21,  Albert  Knapp,  is  conducting  a prosperous  gr  . 

1799,  died  July  9,  1S92.  He  married  Nancy  business  in  Gteenwich.  The  father  of  t 
Lockw’ood,  who  was  born  August  S,  1804,  and  John  Sanford  Studwell,  died  in  Bed  or  , 
died  February  17,  1879.  They  had  three  chil-  in  May,  1S94.  . ...2) 

dret: — (<?)  Charles  M.  (born  in  1831,  died  July  Ezekiel  Studwell,  son  of  Thomas  po  / . 

27,  1894.  at  Cos  Cob,  Conn.),  who  married  Rose  and  (Mrs.)  Sarah  (Palmer)  Studwe  . njne 
F.  Ray,  and  had  one  son,  Charles  M.,  who  died  tember  15,  1S49,  aged  seventy  Je  .flr 
in  1893;  (//,  Sarah  Elizabeth  (born  October  9,  months,  twelve  days.  He  marrie  • e(j 
1S26).  who  was  married  September  26,  1856,  to  Martha)  Mead,  who  died  January  . jhej, 
Joseph  Eneas,  and  has  five  children — Edwin  I.,  sixty-thiee  years,  five  months,  four  a.- ^arvev 
Albert  A.,  Ella,  Earnest  and  Josephine;  and  (c)  I children.  (<?)  John  E.,  (b)  an(j  (g) 

Augustus,  who  died  in  youth.  (2)  Sanford  Stud-  (d)  Jeremiah,  (r)  Roswell,  (/)  ^orn 

well,  born  in  1 808,  died  May  26,  1 894.  He  mar-  Cyrus  Henry.  Of  these,  (a)  J°  ^ May 
ried  (first)  Sarah  Holmes,  who  died  November  in  1806.  married  Betsey  Gregory,  a Au?ost 
22.  187  3,  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  (second)  12,  1802:  their  children:  Rtcnar  tjiev  live  in 

Julia  Smith,  who  is  now  living  at  Bedford,  Conn.  14,  1829.  married  Emily  Brown,  an  ^ ,3-4, 

1 o the  first  marriage  was  born  one  son,  Jere-  New-  York  City:  Mary,  born  Septe  a 

miah.  on  April  5,  1833.  who  died  April  16,  1883;  married  October  6.  )88o,  Col.  Sarah  who 
he  married  Catharine  Pearl.  (3)  Eliza,  born  in  probate  judge,  of  Ridgefield,  0 vears. 
1706.  died  September  9,  1885.  (4)  Letta,  born  died  October  14,  1 868,  aged  tnir  y 
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Jeremiah  married  Jane  A.  Teed;  children:  Will- 
iam, born  May  12,  1834;  and  Martha,  born  in 
1847,  married  Charles  T.  Hoyt,  of  Ridgefield; 
their  children— Harry,  Martha  and  Charles.  (<•) 

Roswell  married ; their  children— Harvey 

(married,  and  has  one  daughter,  Edith).  Mary, 
Sarah  and  Francis.  (/)  Eliza  married  William 
Howser;  their  children — William,  Martha,  Lucy 
and  Emma. 

Joseph  Studwell  (5),  son  of  Joseph  (4)  and 
Deborah  (Lockwood)  Studwell,  was  born  at 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  February  10,  1777,  and  died 
at  Bedford,  N.  V,,  January  15,  1865,  aged  eigh- 
ty-seven years,  eleven  months,  five  days.  jos- 
eph  Studwell  married  (first)  Sarah  Mead,  who 
was  born  December  15,  1785,  at  Greenwich, 
Conn.,  a daughter  of  Abel  and  Phebe  R.  Mead. 
Abel  Mead  was  a descendant  of  John  Mead,  who 
emigrated  from  England  in  the  year  of  1642. 
This  John  Mead  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Fairfield 
county  and  Westchester  county  Meads.  Joseph 
and  Sarah  Studwell  had  but  one  child,  Edwin 
Studwell,  who  was  born  in  Greenwich,  Conn., 
Novembers,  1803.  Sarah  Mead  Studwell  died 
in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  April  15,  1807,  aged  twen- 
ty-two years,  four  months,  and  was  buried  at 
Bedford,  N.  V.  Edwin  Studwell  is  living  at 
South  Salem,  now  in  his  ninety-sixth  year,  being 
the  oldest  representative  of  the  family  name,  and 
there  is  no  record  of  any  Studwell  having  reached 
his  great  age.  The  following  was  written  by 
Edwin  A.  Studwell,  relative  to  his  father  Edwin 
Studwell,  to  whom  James  W.  Studwell,  the  com- 
piler of  the  Studwell  genealogy,  is  indebted  for 
this  branch  of  the  record: 

“As  to  the  Studwells  and  Meads,  my  fath- 
er’s family,  ] know  of  none  that  were  drunkards. 

1 never  saw  or  heard  of  a single  instance  where 
any  of  his  immediate  family  were  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  intoxicating  bowl.  Some  of  the 
younger  or  present  generation  smoke.  The  Stud- 
wells  and  Meads  were  not  only  a farming  class, 
but  were  more  of  a money-making  family,  either 
as  manufacturers,  merchants  or  speculators.  My 
father  was  born  early  in  this  century,  and  has 
lived  .through  the  major  part  of  our  country’s 
prosperity  and  existence.  As  neighbor  and  citi- 
zen he  has  always  been  highly  respected;  his 
word  was  as  good  as  his  bond;  never  aggressive 
in  politics — an  Old-line  Whig,  then  a Republican 
from  the  organization  of  the  party.  As  a farmer 
he  excelled,  not  a farm  in  the  township  equalling 
his.  The  largest  crops  were  awarded  him;  not  a 
rock  or  stone  left  in  the  meadows,  all  the  low 
land  being  redrained;  in  fact  his  farm  was  his 
pride.  For  seventy  years  he  has  lived  on  the 
same  farm  where  he  took  his  young  bride.  There 


his  children  were  born;  there  they  left  him  for 
their  several  life’s  work.  There  his  dear  part- 
ner was  taken  from  him  after  they  had  lived  to- 
gether nearly  forty-eight  years;  and  there  he  is 
quietly  ending  his  long  life.  A life  without  a 
blemish,  a character  unstained.  A man  respected 
by  all  far  and  near,  a watchful  father,  a faithful 
and  affectionate  husband,  an  esteemed  citizen 
and  neighbor,  a good  man.  A man  that  never 
uttered  an  oath;  never  used  tobacco;  never  used 
liquor  except  medicinally;  never  spoke  an  unkind 
word  of  any  one.  With  a retiring,  unassuming 
disposition,  his  life  has  been  without  guile.  His 
sterling  character  and  manly  principles  are 
known  to  all  those  to  whom  he  has  practiced 
dealings  in  life.  Exemplified  in  his  life  the  real, 
the  true,  the  practical  way,  the  character  which 
constitutes  the  real  Christian.” 

Edwin  Studwell  was  married  by  Rev.  Steven 
Saunders,  at  South  Salem,  N.  Y. , October  22, 
1828,  to  Eliza  Hull,  daughter  of  Capt.  Jacob  and 
Hannah  (Bouton)  Hull,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
the  daughter  of  Capt.  Moses  Bouton,  a Revolu- 
tionary soldier.  Eliza  Hull  was  born  in  South 
Salem,  September  14,  1805,  and  died  there  May 
29,  1876,  aged  seventy  years,  eight  months,  fif- 
teen days.  She  spent  her  entire  life  in  the  town- 
ship, as  did  also  her  parents  and  grandparents. 
Edwin  and  Eliza  Studwell's  children  were:  (1) 
LeanderMead,  (2)  Dwight,  (3)  Smith  Bouton,  (4) 
Edwin  Augustus,  (5)  Mary  Eliza.  Of  these,  (1) 
Leander  Mead  was  born  in  South  Salem,  N.  Y., 
March  6,  1831,  was  married  May  7,  1863,  by 
Rev.  T.  S.  Chauncey,  to  Mary  Caroline  Bulkley, 
daughter  of  William  Bulkley,  of  Rye,  N.  Y. 
Their  two  children:  Frederick  Bulkley,  born  in 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  May  4,  1864,  and  Albert  Lean- 
der. born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. , February  22, 
1867,  and  died  at  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  May  1,  1875. 
(2)  Dwight,  born  in  South  Salem,  N.  Y.,  April 
to,  1832,  was  married  November  16,  1858,  by 
Rev.  Alexander  McLean,  at  Fairfield,  Conn.,  to 
Hanna  Maria  Crocker,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Charles  and  Julia  Crocker,  of  Fairfield,  Conn.; 
she  died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Decembers,  1875. 
Their  children:  Charles  Crocker,  born  in  Fair- 

field,  Conn.,  March  25,  1860;  Dwight,  born  in 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  January  25,  1862;  Herbert, 
born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  April  1,  1867;  and 
Florence,  born'  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  June  28, 
1871.  Charles  Crocker  Studwell,  son  of  Dwight 
and  Hanna  Maria  Studwell,  was  married  at 
Wallingford,  Vt.,  by  Rev.  Samuel  French,  on 
August  20,  1883,  to  Mary  Evangeline,  daughter 
of  Lester  and  Lydia  A.  McArthur  Van  Duzen, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Donald  McArthur,  born 
February  24,  1893,  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (3) 
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Smith  Bouton,  born  in  South  Salem,  N.  Y. , 
February  27,  1835,  >s  at  this  writing  (December 
15,  1898)  living  with  his  father  on  the  old  home- 
stead at  South  Salem.  (4)  Edwin  Augustus, 
born  in  South  Salem,  N.  Y.,  July  22,  1837,  was 
married  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  September  23,  1862, 
by  Friends  ceremony  (Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher 
offered  a prayer  and  signed  marriage  certificate), 
to  Mary  Brown  Merritt,  daughter  of  John  J.  and 
Mary  Brown  Merritt;  she  was  born  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  September  25,  1836,  and  died  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  October  5,  1873.  Their  chil- 
dren; Mabel  Merritt,  born  May  22,  1 868,  at 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Emery  Lucia,  born  ]une  4, 
1871,  died  at  Tarrvtown,  N.  Y. , November  to, 
1885.  Edwin  Augustus  was  remarried  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  December  19,  1876,  by  Rev.  John 
Dickenson,  to  Mrs.  Emeliza  (Close)  Hewitt,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  City  January  4,  1S40,  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  B.  and  Eliza  (Snell-Kelso) 
Close,  of  New  York,  and  widow  of  Christopher 
P.  Hewitt.  Edwin  A.  is  largely  engaged  in  the 
real-estate  business,  and  has  held  a number  of 
positions  and  offices  of  trust.  He  is  a highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  Tarrvtown,  N.  Y.  He  is  now 
president  of  the  board  of  health,  also  has  other 
positions  of  importance.  (5)  Mary  Eliza,  born  in 
South  Salem,-  N.  Y.,  August  15,  1841,  was  mar- 
ried, by  Rev.  Aaron  Lindsley,  September  27, 
1859.  to  Elbert  A.  Mead,  son  of  Jacob  Gilbert 
and  Sally  A.  (Todd)  Mead,  of  Mead  Street,  now 
known  as  Lake  Waccabuc,  Westchester  Co., 
New  York. 

Joseph  Studwell  for  his  second  wife  married 
Rebecca  Mead,  cousin  of  his  first  wife  and  daugh- 
ter of  Caleb  and — (given  name  not  now  known] 
(Hobby)  Mead.  She  died  in  Bedford,  N.  Y. 
Their  children:  (1)  Alexander,  (2)  Augustus,  (3) 
John  Jay,  (4)  Joseph,  (5)  Sarah  Mead,  (6)  George 
Hanford.  (1)  Alexander  Studwell  was  born  at 
Stanwich.in  Greenwich, Conn. .February  20, 1 808, 
and  died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  October  5,  1891. 
In  1840  he  married  Lucretia  Goodrich,  daugh- 
ter of  Philo  and  Abigail  R.  Goodrich.  She  died  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  — 13.  1878.  Their  children 
were:  Henry  Alexander,  George  Stuart,  Stella 

Elizabeth,  William  Jay,  Minnie  Lucretia,  and 
Josephine;  the  last  named  died  in  April,  1863, 
aged  two  years.  Of  these,  George  Stuart  was 
married  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  by  Rev.  Henry  Ward 
Beecher,  187-,  to  Clementine  Lazar,  daughter  of 
Prof.  Sigismond  Lazar,  of  New  York  City;  their 
children;  George  Stuart  Studwell,  Jr.,  born  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (2)  Augustus  was  born  at  Stan- 
wich,  Greenwich,  Conn.,  June  8,  1811.  and  died 
at  Montclair,  N.  J..  March  to,  1S94;  he  was 
married  (for  his  first  wife)  April  5,  1837,  to  Miss 


Abigail  Reynolds,  who  was  born  April  25,  1814, 
a daughter  of  Stephen  and  Polly  (Clark)  Rey- 
nolds, of  Bedford,  N.  Y. ; she  died  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. , February  3,  1850.  For  his  second  wile 
he  married,  October  8,  1857,  Miss  Martha  Pier- 
l son,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  born  July  25,  1822. 
Augustus  and  Abigail  Studwell's  children  were: 
(1)  Martha  Clark,  born  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y„ 
December  8,  1838;  (2)  Mary  Matilda,  born  at 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  February  28,  1845,  and  died  at 
Montclair,  N.  J..  June  17,  1897;  (3)  Joseph 

Augustus  Reynolds,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  born 
October  25,  1848.  Of  these,  (1)  Martha  Clark 
I Studwell  was  married,  by  Rev.  Charles  S.  Rob- 
I inson,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  November2,  1865,  to 
I Wheelock  Hotchkiss,  of  Brooklyn,  son  of  Fred- 
erick W.  and  Ruth  (Wheelock)  Hotchkiss.  Their 
i children:  Ethel  Wheelock,  born  in  Philadelphia, 
June  6,  1872,  and  Augustus  Waynflute,  born  in 
Ardmore,  Penn.,  August  5,  1880.  (3)  Joseph 

Augustus  Reynolds  Studwell  was  married  to  Clara 
De  Revere,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

(3)  John  Jay  Studwell  was  born  in  the  town 

of  North  Salem  December  2,  1812,  and  died  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  December  12,  1884.  He  was 
married  by  Rev.  Spencer  Cone  to  Elizabeth 
Laforge  Moore,  daughter  of  Peter  Moore,  of 
Woodbridge,  N.  J.  Their  children:  Sarah 

Frances  was  born  in  Harlem  (now  New  York 
City)  on  February  6.  1838,  and  was  married 
June  25.  i8s8,  bv  Rev.  William  Adams,  D.  D., 
in  Brooklyn,'  N.  Y..  to  George  W.  Mead,  son  of 
Alfred  and  Mary  Brundige  Mead,  of  Mead  street, 
Lake  Waccabuc,  N.  Y.  Their  children  as  fo- 
lows  were  all  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y..  ('/ 
Alfred  Jay.  born  November  29,  1859.  died  Janu- 
ary 25,  i860;  (2)  Fanny  Studwell,  born  January 
24,  1861 ; (3)  Elizabeth  Brundige,  born  Septem- 
ber 16,  1862;  (4)  Loretta  Josephine,  borr 1 April 

26,  1865;  (5)  Florence  Church,  born  £ebrua 
21,  1867;  (6)  Geotpe  W.,  Jr.,  bom  Fe  rUV 

27,  1869;  (7-8)  John  Studwell  and  Josep  . 

twins,  born  August  to,  1871 ; (9)  Martin 
well,  born  December  2,  1872;  (10)  David  Irving 
born  February  9,  1874;  (1  1)  A'!i®.La  u c, 

October  5,  1877;  and  (12)  Cordelia,  born  Aug  • 

6,  1882.  John  Studwell  Mead  mar”edf  ‘ 
Ruth  Andrews  Parker,  of  Bridgeport  Conn. 
Loretta  Josephine  was  married  in 

N.  Y.,  April  .5,  .895,  by  Rev.  Car  es  Cmhbert 
Hall,  D.  D.,  to  Herbert  A.  Smith,  ofN  ^ 
Haven,  Conn.  Their  child  is  Gifford  Pi 
Smith,  born  April  24,  1898.  . born 

(4)  Joseph  Studwell  (son  of  Joseph^  ^ jp 

in  Bedford,  N.  V,  June  ,6-  1 5'He  was  mar- 
New  York  City  January  3°.  ^ M k cily, 
ried  by  Rev.  B.  Evans,  of  New 
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i>f4  ( 1 1 1 1 <•  *- c , |.<nrK  Studwri!  n.jir.nj  < t:rst) 

Fit  :>  r:ck  \V<  lie.  < f N«  w ^ « r k ( it  y.  I « < c rr. ! *er 
3,  18'  3 1 !,r  11  rl.iMit  n wen  J < *'• « ; h I ..  I cm 

in  Nrw  A . 1 k . M.mh  1.  i<s';.  d ed  Oit.brr  10, 
l r a N . 1 ■<  r n in  NewVrk.  A..,  ust  28, 

1 k,'f . ( 1 ..it.r*  Tit  .thri.  l-i-rn  Apni  ii*.  l8;o, 
T . rr  nt  r V..t  i’da.  1.  rn  Nt  % tn.lt  r 2 ; . 1 87  1 . died 
Jar. .ary  29  1 > 7 r ( l.aa  Natrlir  \\  1 l!<  w.k  n.ar- 
r.t  J Ni  \i  t-r  3.  >.'■>7,  lo  ( h.iriit  F.  Jr  < **  1 ’ n*«J. 
',Vi  «s«  !><  rn  at  North  hum  Ii.  N Y . |ulv  ;n, 

1 8 1. : 1 !.t  ir  (hoiiu  ti  »cir  ( lan  :,<  r l 'm  ,ir, 

I ■ rn  N'  w ii  I t r 2 . 1 .w  . Walter  b ••<  ph.  1 »« >r n 

J-r.f  8.  t v ■ / . .Vfrrd  Mi;ijvtr!!,  S •« -r n January  3, 
1'".-;.  and  1 1 m r r I rar.klm.  I ..m  M.»u  h 22.  t *v»>4 • 

< Loirs  H Wollc,  m n of  lr«t'tri<  k and  I .trip  K. 
<8tndwr!l  Wnlir,  w.(s  married  at  Milt'  n.  N.  V , 
M.oih  iu,  18.2,  to  Ai.r.iir  l >uf .« n . who  wax  horn 
I 'cumber  2 8 , 1 7 r Ifinr  c hihiirn  Flounce, 
hrn  Ninmilcr  T ih/t,  and  If.. tr  os.  fan  Au- 
f ;lt  14.  181,4.  Jane  K.  .Studwcll  W t .‘lc  mar* 
tied  I't-t  or.d  1.  AuguM  4,  • 7 5,  J •* n.r*.  B Atwater, 
horn  Ju.y  25.  184K.  and  dnd  Any  :st  9, 
l>k4  1 f.t  11  t fiildi*  n : Anita.  1-  rn  1 h 1 < mher  3, 
•'T-.  I-hot  Studwcll.  l>  rn  Mar<h  3.  |8;<,.  died 
Martha,  j >7  9 . 1 . 140  ric  S. . In  rn  Man  h 1880; 
Wiii  am  B.,  initn  | iirrr  20,  1 y y 1 . and  Jtnr.ir  K. 
St u«i well,  hirn  December  IO.  Anita  At- 

"i‘!er  n.arru-d  ( >n  ar  Avers.  Jan. ..ay  4.  18/2.  and 
t.ad  two  children  Anita,  horn  December  27 , 
,f‘44.  an  t lierfiert.  Don  Se-j  lember  3.  tSot 

har.th  S!<  ad  Studwcll.  fifth  ch'hi  cd  J>  •■eph 
and  Rebecca  iMtatf  Studwell.  was  h<  rn  in  Hed- 
g'd. WtMii.oicr  ( o. , N.  Y.,  Any  net  20.  1S18. 
She  married  Jeter  C.  jMi*-.Mi.g.  of  Mt.  K'ho,  N. 

^ ln  1877.  "ho  died  ( >cto!  er  2 4,  1 8c, 1 

^Jtoife  Hanford  Sti'efwrll  wax  1 ■<  rn  in  Bed- 
^ord,  N.  V.  March  17,  182c.  He  married.  Oc- 
‘ er  l y . 183c,  Sioan  Wyikift  Hydt.  dairy  liter 
cjfZtnas  Hyiie.  of  1-lrook.vn.  N.  V.  He  died 
^hti  her  lo.  in,,1  Tfu  ir  cf-.ihiren:  Harriet,  who 
in  iidancy,  I.',! a Mead.  1>-  rn  in  Btt>(  kiyn,  N. 
• 'en.her  2<j.  lkc*.  was  marind  Novernher 
1 k / 3 • hv  Kevs.  L)r.' How  land  arid  J »r.  J’arker 
‘ ' rkan.  to  Li.j't  up  Jh  yart  Sar.yer.  i i Nr  vv  ^ork 
lt-'  1 > and  that  * s of  t irth  of  t h>  tr  < hiidren : 

Georyt  Studwe!!.  Septt  m!  er  4.  i S* 7 4 . Klla  Nfaria, 
J line  8,  1877;  Schuyler.  October  22,  1879;  Fdsie 
'■Rrt.  Ju.y  0,  1881 ; Douylas  Hyde,  January  28, 


1 8 > 4 . d ed  October  5.  1884;  Howard.  July  28, 

1 88  5,  Sarah  iSissmy.  April  8,  1 887;  Clifford,  Au- 
yu*.t  4.  l8or,  died  January  3,  1893;  Euyene 
Boyart,  April  2.  1 893. 

St  b n. < n Studwell.  «on  of  Joseph,  and  brother 
of  Kn  hard  and  loseph  Studwell.  was  born  Octo- 
ber  9.  i;8t  Tot  his  first  wile  he  married, 
No\rmber  3.  1803.  Father  Rich,  who  died  June 
30,  1 8t  4 Their  children:  C.apt.  Charles,  horn 
September  ]2,  i8<y..  died  December  31,  t868; 
antj  Joseph,  born  February  II,  1 808,  died  Octo- 
l>er  8.  1808  Capt  Charles  Studwell  was  mar> 
tied  F'ebruary  12,  1834,  to  Margaret  Bunker,  who 
was  born  July  i.  1809,  and  died  in  i8f>o,  aped 
fifty  years,  eiyht  months.  Their  childten:  F.sther 
Ann.  C harles  h.  and  Mary  F Of  these,  Esther 
Ann,  bom  June  20.  1835,  married  George  Seely 
mow  of  New  Canaan),  who  was  born  June  I 5. 
1830.  Names  and  dates  of  birth  of  their  chil- 
dren: John  \V.,  born  April  13,  t83$;Georpe  F., 
born  January  9.  1839;  Mott  O.,  born  January  17, 
1801;  Annie  If.,  born  October  17,  1864;  and 
C linton  F\.  born  February  12,  1870.  Charles  F. 
Studwcll  (above),  born  March  l6,  1838,  is  now 
living  at  Mianus,  ( nnn.  He  was  twice  married, 
and  for  his  first  wife  wedded  Caroline  L.  June, 
and  for  his  second,  Susan  W.  Owen.  He  had 
six  children,  namely:  Carrie  J.,  Maryaret  B., 
Mamie  H.,  IG-rfha  1..  Charles  Wesley  and  Earn- 
est, all  now  deceased.  Mary  E.  Studwell,  sister 
of  Charles  F.,  was  born  June  26,  1842.  married 
in  1862  Alexander  Marshall,  and  had  three  chil- 
dren. namely:  Mary  Emma,  who  married  Frank 
L.  Stevens,  of  Greenwich,  Conn.;  Blanche  Viola, 
who  married  William  Van  Wagoner,  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y. ; and  Irene,  who  married  Clarendon  New- 
man, also  of  Syracuse,  New  York. 

For  his  second  wife  Solomon  Studwell  mar- 
ried. May  14.  1 8 10.  Fanny  Smith,  who  was  born 
March  24.  1777.  The  names  and  dales  of  birth, 
etc.,  of  their  children:  (1)  Delia  Ann,  born  No- 

vell,her  J.  1811,  married  Charles  Guthrie;  (2) 
Capt.  Henry  F..  horn  July  22,  1813,  died  May 
24.  1884;  (3)  Nelson,  horn  July  25,  1815,  died 
February  18.  1881;  (4)  George  O.,  born  Decem- 
ber 3,  1817;  (3)  Fst her  Jane,  born  February  11, 
1S20.  died  December  — . 1889;  (6)  Frances,' 
born  March  9,  1822;  (7)  Solomon,  born  Novem- 
ber 25,  1824;  (8  T.  Nelson,  born  April  22,  1827; 
and  (9)  John  Sanford,  born  February  t8.  1810. 
Of  the  foregoing:  (1)  Delia  Ann  married  Francis 
Dunn;  children:  Lester,  Wilbur,  Mabel,  Edna 
and  Helen.  (2)  Capt.  Henry  F.  was  married 
September  30,  1839.  to  Amanda  Barnacutt,  who 
was  born  June  22.  1813,  and  died  March  9, 
1872.  Their  children:  (a)  William  H.,  born 
May  29,  1843-  died  September  4,  1894  (he  mar- 
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ried,  May,  1874,  Lany  Briggs).  (A)  John  N.,  family,  died  December  1,  1866,  aged  fifty  years, 
born  December  1,  1845,  was  married  December  one  month,  and  for  his  second  wife  George  0. 
30,  1868,  to  Isabella  A.  Telfer,  who  was  born  Studwell  married  Elizabeth  Slausen,  and  two 
May  25,  1S43.  Karnes  and  dates  of  birth  of  their  children  were  born  to  them — Leander,  born 
children:  Helen,  October  22,  1869;  David  F.,  May  9,  1870,  and  Joseph,  born  May  20,  1S72. 
June  3,  1871;  Alice,  July  3,  1873:  Harry,  De-  I George  O.  Studwell  was  fora  number  of  years 
cember  24,  1875;  and  Alonzo,  November  12,  I captain  of  a steamboat  plying  between  Port 
1877  (he  is  a deputy  sheriff,  and  is  now  living  at  Chester  and  New  York,  and  owned  by  the  Port 
Port  Chester,  N.  Y.)  (c)  Susan  A.,  born  April  Chester  Transportation  Company.  Hewassuc- 

2J,  1848,  died  August  21,  J850.  (d)  Elizabeth  ceeded  by’  his  son  Edwin  F.  as  manager  of  the 

N.,  born  October  19,  1850,  married  December  business,  which  is  now  in  a flourishing  condition. 
30,  1874,  George  Ferris,  (r)  Harriet  M.,  born  He  (Edwin  F.)  has  a nice  home  situated  on  the 
April  6,  1853,  married,  November  26,  1 8S4,  John  bluff  (west  side)  in  full  view  of  the  Sound. 

E.  Lynch,  and  they  live  at  Cos  Cob,  Conn.  ( f)  (5)  Esther  Jane  married  Josiah  Gales,  of 

Frank  B.,  born  May  4,  1856,  died  October  29,  Greenwich;  their  children:  Martha  A.,  Ransom 
1884.  (g)  Harry  S.,  born  February  7,  i860,  D.,  Esther  I.,  Nelson  A.  (deceased),  Hannah  E., 

married  Lizzie  Manning  (he  is  a carpenter  by  Nelson  A.  (2),  Fanny  S„  Arthur  M.  and  Edwin 
trade,  which  he  follows  in  New  York  City,  but  E.  (6)  Frances  married  Leonard  Mead,  of  Port 
resides  in  North  Mianus,  Connecticut  . I Chester.  (7)  Solomon's  record  appears  iar- 

(4)  George  O.  (of  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.)  mar-  | ther  on. 
ried  Joanna  Buckhout,  daughter  of  James  Buck-  j (8)  T.  Nelson  married  Catherine  Ferris;  their 
hout;  their  children:  ( a ) Edwin  F.,  born  August  I children:  Tristram,  born  December  8,  1861. 

8,  1842,  married  Mariana  Ferris,  born  July  15,  married  Mary  Leagcraft.  and  has  one  child,  Ger- 

1 848 ; their  children — Nettie,  Edwin  A..  Nelson  trude,  born  December  6,  1888;  Everett  E.,  born 

F. ,  Mabel  E..  Chester  A.,  and  Lester  AY.  \V. ; March20,  1864,  died  iS — ; and  Everett  E.,  born 

of  these,  Edwin  A.  was  married  on  April  19,  March  9.  1868. 

1S99,  to  Miss  Florence  Webb.  (A  1 George  (7)  Solomon  married  Jane  Hull;  their  chi - 

Washington,  born  July  4,  1S44,  married  Mary  I dren:  Nelson,  Frank  S.,  George  H.  and  will- 
Rockwell;  their  children — Nellie  M. . born  August  iam  L.  Of  these.  Nelson,  born  May  24,  1 85 K 
17,  1877,  and  Frederick  C.,  born  October  16,  married  Marion  Lush,  who  died  in  1893.  ■v^rni^ 
1882.  (c)  Alexander  S.,  born  September  25,  and  dates  of  birth,  etc.,  of  their  children.  it 

1846,  married  Hannah  Haines,  and  lives  in  New'  N.,  December  12.  1874,  died  in  1893;  ^ j6 j"n 
York  City.  Their  children — Jennie,  born  Sep-  June  21,  1877;  Anna  M.,  May  10,  1879,  die  in 
tember  28,  1873;  Anna,  born  July  29.  1875;  1881;  Joseph  H..  November  13,  1 882 ; 

James  A.,  born  April  30,  1876;  Irvin,  born  1879;  E.,  December  10,  1884;  Florence  R-.  A Prl  *“•' 

Jessie,  born  February  11,  18S0;  Joseph  K.,  born  1887;  Marion  L..  April  26,  1892.  Neh |on. 

1882;  Florence,  born  January,  1884;  Walter  S.  father  of  these,  lives  at  Port  Chester,  N.  •> 

and  Ethel,  both  deceased;  and  Raymond,  born  is  daily  messenger  to  New  York  City.  Fran  -- 
1886.  (d)  Augustus  S. ,.  born  December  11,  the  second  son  of  Solomon  and  Jane  (Hu  1 . 

1853,  married  Esther  Mead  (now'  deceased);  well,  was  born  July  16,1858;  married  gne • 

children — Augustus  L.,  born  January  7,  1877;  Guthrie,  of  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.  He  ie  ^ 

and  William  L,  born  February  17,  1886:  for  his  15,  1898.  Names  and  dates  of  birt 
second  wife  Augustus  S.  was  married  on  Novem-  their  children:  Roy  Irving,  August  /. 
beri6,  1 898,  to  Miss  Harriet  Ferris,  (r)  Leander,  Frank  S.,  March  8,  1883:  Charles  W,  * 
born  May  9,  1870,  married  Victoria  Stiong;  their  1 3,  1 885,  died  in  1 8S6;  David  H.,  June  \jarch 
children — Joseph  L.,  born  November  14,  1891;  Ruby  C.,  March  24.  1S90;  Kdwar  '' ^rty,Ur 
and  Geoige  M.,  born  August  10,  1895.  (/)  24,  1890;  Eugene  H.,  October  22,  1 ^ j Robert 

Joseph,  born  May  20,  1872,  married  Lillie  S.  G. , January  25,  1893,  died  in  1898;  an  f 

Trace,  and  they  have  one  child— Elsie  M.,  born  R. , July  8,  1894.  Mrs.  Frank  S.  “ £onn. 
January  11,  1898.  (g)  Henrietta  married  George  mother  of  these,  is  now  living  at  os  |ane 
F.  Townsend  (Mountain  View,  N.  J.’l:  their  chil-  I George  H.,  the  third  son  of  Sol°mo  . mafried 
^ren  — George  E.,  Rollin,  Richmond.  Henrietta  (Hull)  Studwell.  was  born  in  1 '•  |^arold. 

(1)  (deceased),  Herbert  (deceased),  Henrietta  (2)  Miss  Wilhelmina  Fleischer.  Chi  r • ^ ^j] 
(deceased),  Rosabelle,  Bertha  (dect used),  Lizzie,  born  January  28.  18S4,  and  Reu  en,  ^ 
and  Alliad  (deceased).  (A)  Mary  Elizabeth  mar-  15,  ,887.  GemgeHJsn^ar=.busin'£S; 
ried  Andrew  Ferris  (of  Port  Chester  ),  and  has  one  N.  Y.,  engaged  in  the  life-insuranc  ^ jane 
child,  Walter.  Joanna,  the  mother  of  this  William  L.,  fourth  son  of  Solomo 
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(Hull)  Studwell,  was  born  March  25,  1864,  and 
married  Elizabeth  Moger.  Children:  Anna  E. , 
born  July  15,  1884;  Emma  J.,  December  13, 
1886;  Wilbelmina,  deceased;  William  L.,  July 
9,  1889;  Ruth,  November  5,  1892;  and  Clarence 
Harold  and  Herbert,  deceased.  William  L. 
Studwell,  the  father  of  these,  is  now  living  in 
Port  Chester,  New  York. 

Solomon  Studwell,  the  progenitor  of  the  above 
mentioned  families,  was  an  extensive  and  pros- 
perous farmer,  and  was  a large  landowner,  as  the 
records  of  Greenwich  show.  He  served  in  the  | 
war  of  1812,  at  Shippan  Point,  Conn.,  along  with 
his  brother  Richard,  under  Capt.  David  Haight. 

III.  Thomas  Studwell  (2)  married  Martha 

[maiden  name  not  now  known],  and  had 

two  sons,  both  born  in  Greenwich:  (a)  Nathan- 

iel, born  June  14,  1707,  died  in  1777  [nothing  is 
known  of  his  descendants];  and  (6)  IV.  Thomas 

(3) - 

IV.  Thomas  (3)  Studwell,  born  March  31, 
1709,  died  in  1783.  leaving  a widow,  Jemima 
[maiden  name  not  now  known],  and  sev- 
eral children,  among  whom  were  Thomas  (4) 
(born  1732,  died  1788),  Gabriel,  Joseph,  Ward,  | 
Henry,  Elizabeth  (married  to  A.  Jessup),  Rachel 
(married  to  Daniel  Howard,  of  Greenwich),  Je- 
mima and  Lilia  (both  unmarried),  and  V.  An- 
thony (great-grandfather  of  James  W.  and  David 
W.  Studwell),  a sketch  of  whom  follows.  Of 
this  family  Gabriel,  Joseph,  Ward  and  Henry  all 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

V.  Anthony  Studwell,  son  of  Thomas  (3) 
was  born  1738  and  died  1824,  leaving  a widow’, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Whelpley.  He 
was  a farmer  of  North  Mianus,  Fairfield  county, 
and  his  house  is  still  standing  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Children  of  Anthony  and  Hannah  Stud- 
well: (1)  Enoch,  (2)  Anthony,  (3)  James,  (4) 
Drake,  (5)  Hannah  (see  farther  on),  (6)  Betsey 
(see  farther  on).  Of  these,  (t)  Enoch,  born 
J771,  died  1840,  leaving  no  issue.  (2)  Anthony 
married  Diadoma  Studwell,  and  had  three  sons — 
Luke,  Ralph  and  John — and -three  daughters  — 
Amy,  Eliza  and  Fanny;  Anthony  died  1838,  pre- 
deceasing his  wife  and  children,  who  are  now  also 
dead.  (3)  James,  grandfather  of  James  \Y.  and 
David  W.  Studwell,  is  mentioned  farther  on. 

(4)  Drake  married  Elizabeth  Smith,  and  died 

1 838,  leaving  a widow  and  eight  children — -(a) 
John  S.,  (b)  Luther  W.,  (r)  Edgar,  ( d ) William 
A.,  ( e ) Polly  Ann,  (/)  Eliza  Ann,  (^  Smith,  and 
C h ) Alanson.  Of  these,  John  S.,  born  Novem- 

ber 20,  1807,  married  Harriet  Provost,  who  was 
born  December  31 , 1815.  Their  children:  Ann 
Elizabeth,  born  December  31,  1836,  now  living  i 
at  Stamford;  William  Washington,  born  March  I 


22,  1839,  married  Augusta  V.  Studwell;  Charles 
Henry,  born  March  1,  1841;  George  Albert,  born 
April  30,  1843,  >s  deceased;  Emily  Frances,  born 
June  30,  1844,  is  deceased;  Edward  Franklin, 
born  September  13,-1846,  is  deceased;  John 
Wallace,  born  November  6,  1848,  died  in  1 868 ; 
Harriet  Amanda,  born  August  5,  1852,  is  now 
living  at  Stamford;  Caroline  Matilda,  born  Janu- 
ary 24,  1856,  died  in  1878.  Of  the  above,  Har- 
riet Amanda  married  Harvey  Weed,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Matilda  Weed.  (£)  Luther  W. 

| married  Julia  Ferris;  children — Sarah,  now  living 
at  Mianus,  unmarried;  and  George  D.,  born 
March  13,  1844,  married  Caroline  Ingersoll,  who 
was  born  March  12,  1847;  names  and  dates  of 
birth,  etc.,  of  their  children:  Julia  Belle,  Octo- 
ber 6,  1869;  George  L. , January  24,  1871,  died 
1873;  Harold  E.,  March  15,  1873,  died  1893; 
Walter  R.,  June  1,  1876;  Eva  L.,  August  22, 
1880,  died  March,  1899.  (r)  Edgar,  born  De- 

cember 31,  1819,  was  engaged  in  the  building 
business,  was  partner  in  a steam  saw  and  planing 
mill,  also  a lumber  yard,  in  1868,  afterward 
buying  part  of  Shipman  Point,  in  Fairfield 
county,  where  his  father  went  in  1812  to  protect 
Stamford  from  the  invasion  of  the  British;  he  is 
now  living  on  the  old  homestead  on  Palmer's 
hill.  He  married,  March  S,  1S40,  Cornelia 
Smith,  who  died  April  10,  1881;  their  children, 
nearly  all  of  whom  are  yet  living,  are  as  follows: 
Frances,  born  May  19,  1841,  married  N.  B. 
Moulton;  their  two  children  are — Hattie,  born 
March  20,  1872,  and  Herbert,  born  July  15, 
1875.  Edward,  born  August  26,  1842,  died  De- 
cember 21,  1845.  Cornelia  Elizabeth,  born  Oc- 
tober 10,  1844,  is  now  living  in  Stamford.  Ed- 
ward L.,  born  July  17,  1846,  married  Amelia 
Weed.  John  A.,  born  August  1,  1848,  died 
March  1,  1849.  Adaline,  born  January  12, 
1850.  died  December  to,  1851.  Adelaide,  born 
December  5,  1851,  married  John  Scofield;  had 
two  children — Charles  and  Mortimer.  Ida,  born 
October  24,  1853,  married  Frank  Hamilton; 
have  two  children — John  and  Mabel.  Addison, 
born  August  12,  1855,  married  Sarah  Allen;  they 
have  two  children — Clason  A.,  born  1878,  and 
Harry  H.,  born  1888.  Wilbur,  born  January 
24,  1857,  married  Ada  Purdy;  have  one  son— 
Victor  B. , born  August  23,  1885.  Josephine, 
born  March  9,  1859,  married  Frank  Holly;  have 
one  daughter,  Ella  B.,  born  March  2,  1888. 
Emily  L.,  born  May  3,  1862,  married,  May  14, 
1899,  George  W.  Lockwood,  son  of  Sylvester 
Lockwood.  (</)  William  A.,  born  November  8, 
1820,  married  Catherine  Reynolds,  and  had  chil- 
dren: Ann  Maria,  born  September  16,  1845, 

I married  Martin  Searles,  and  has  three  daugh- 
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lers — Alice.  Edith  and  Ethel;  John  W..  born  De- 
cember 2,  1850.  married  Sarah  Marshall,  daugh- 
ter of  Newcomb  Marshall,  and  had  one  child; 
Mary  E.,  born  March  18,  1857;  and  Belle,  wife 
of  Ellsworth  Finney,  (r)  Polly  Ann  married 
John  Ruckels,  and  had  children:  Elizabeth, 
Mary  E.  and  John.  ( h ) Alanson  married  Eliza 

Reynolds,  and  had  children:  Theodore,  who  mar- 
ried, and  had  one  daughter,  Lvdia;  Emilv,  who 
married,  and  had  one  daughter,  Anna;  and  Sarah, 
who  married  Theodore  Smith.  (5)  Hannah 
Studwell,  sister  of  Drake  Studwell  (above),  mar- 
ried Elijah  Scofield,  and  had  children  as  follows: 
Samuel,  Delia  (wife  of  David  Knapp).  David, 
Mary  (wife  of  William  Watson  Webb),  and  Bet- 
sey (wile  of  George  Patterson).  (6)  Betsey 
Studwell,  youngest  sister  of  Drake  Studwell 
(above),  married  J.  Tucker. 

VI.  James  Studwell,  born  in  1780  in  Stam- 

ford, made  his  home  there.  He  died  in  183s, 
and  was  buried  in  Riverbank.  About  1 S07  he 
married  Mary  Scofield,  who  survived  him  with 
six  children:  (1)  Julia,  born  in  1807  (she  died, 

and  her  remains  now  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Banksville).  married  Stephen  Finch,  but  had  no 
children  (2)  Calvin  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below.  (3)  Mary,  born  in  1S09.  married  John 
Austin,  and  died  leaving  no  children.  (4)  Jar- 
vis, born  September  23,  1820.  died  August  23, 
1852,  married  Althea  Adams;  his  children:  (n) 

George  H.,  born  March  10,  1849,  married  Mary 
De  Tour,  and  is  now  living  in  Hackensack, 
N.  J.  (He  has  been  in  the  machine  business  ior 
some  time,  is  of  an  inventive  turn  of  mind,  and 
has  made  many  useful  articles  for  the  present 
and  coming  generations;  he  is  the  inventor  of  a 
machine  for  cutting  felt  and  velvet  for  dress  bind- 
ings); his  children:  Florence,  born  February  4, 

1872,  married  Julius  S.  Greenow,  and  has  one 
child,  Mildred  T..  born  September  17,  i89S:and 
George,  born  July  J9,  J 87 5 . (/>)  Harriet,  born 

May  5.  1S45,  died  1886;  married  Mr.  Montes, 
and  they  had  one  son,  Harry,  born  April  16, 
1866.  (V)  Edward  H.,  born  1852.  died  1S35. 

(5)  Jehiel,  who  never  married,  died  in  Stamford 
and  was  buried  there.  (6)  Samantha,  single, 
born  in  1824.  died  at  her  home  in  Stamford,  June 
20,  1898;  she  had  in  her  possession  a copper  ket- 
tle, also  a bucket  made  of  ash  wood,  which  be- 
longed to  Anthony  Studwell,  and  though  in  use 
long  before  the  Revolutionary  war  they  are  still 
in  a good  state  of  preservation. 

VII.  Calvin  Studwell.  born  in  the  town  of 
Stamford.  Conn. , June  3.  1811.  during  his  youth 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  there,  serving  an 
apprenticeship  with  Thomas  Dixon,  of  Stam- 
ford. Later  he  was  for  many  years  a builder  at 


Rye,  N.  Y.,  and  with  his  partner,  Robert  Sloat, 
erected  some  of  the  best  dwellings  there,  includ- 
ing the  building  for  Episcopal  Christ  Church  in 
1850,  of  which  Society  he  and  his  wife  were 
members.  In  1869  he  returned  to  Stamford, 
where  hi's  remaining  days  were  spent,  his  death 
1 occurring  November  13,  1884.  He  was  held 
! in  high  esteem  among  his  acquaintances  for  his 
j excellent  qualities  of  character. 

In  the  year  1833  Calvin  Studwell  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Esther  Gedney,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 13,  1813,  at  Rye,  N.  Y.  (where  her  fam- 
ily has  long  been  prominent),  and  died  in  Stam- 
ford, June  7,  1881,  the  remains  of  both  her  and 
her  husband  being  buried  at  Rye.  Their  chil- 
I dren:  (1)  Emily  L.,  born  March  6,  1837,  mar- 

! ried  Stephen  Barry,  of  Rye,  where  she  died  in 
I 1856;  her  only  child  died  the  same  year.  (2) 
I Augusta  V.,  born  January  13,  1839,  married 
I William  W.  Studwell,  and  had  three  children:  (u) 
! Bradford,  born  February  2,  1866,  died  October 
j 21,  1866;  ( b ) Laura  E.,  October  4,  1867,  mar- 
1 ried,  March  20.  1888,  to  Arthur  G.  Jessup,  has 
1 one  daughter,  Edith  H.,  bom  January  14,  1889; 
i and  (r)  Henry  Albert,  born  August  4,  1874,  mar- 
I ried  Irene  Bush,  February  1,  1899.  (3)  Cvtena 

{ J..  born  August  14,  1840,  married  David  Avery, 
i of  New  Canaan,  and  has  two  children:  Alice  M., 

I born  February  27,  1878,  and  Lester  S.,  born 
1 August  14,  ]S8i.  (4)  John  C.,  born  February 

| to,  1844,  died  unmarried,  February  5,  1872.  (5) 
! Sarah  M.,  born  July  25,  1845,  married  Leonard 
I Sloat  (now  deceased),  and  had  the  following 
j children:  {a)  Jessie  L.,  born  October  28,  1868, 

married,  December  12,  1S93,  to  William  Louden, 
has  a son,  Leland  H.,  born  October  14,  1894; 
( b ) Robert  C. , born  October  4,  1870,  married  in 
January,  1895,  to  Miss  May  Ritch,  and  has  two 
children — Clarence  and  Leon;  (c)  Albert,  de- 
1 ceased  in  infancy;  ( d ) Charles  B.,  born  February 
| 15,  1874,  died  February  13,  1899;  (e)  Irena  M., 

| born  February  14,  1876.  married  Charles  Clark 
| in  April,  1899;  and  (/)  Leonard,  born  July 
i 26,  1879.  (6)  James  Willette  is  fully  spoken 

i of  farther  on.  (7)  David  W.,  born  December 
| 27,  1849,  >s  a resident  of  Stamford.  Heisacar- 
I penter  and  builder  bv  occupation,  and  along  with 
I his  brother  James  W.,  from  1880  to  1891,  did  a 
| prosperous  business;  he  is  now  living  in  his  nice 
I home  on  Hovt  street,  Stamford.  He  married 
I Miss  Alveline  A.  French,  of  Otego,  N.  Y.,  and 
I has  a son,  Royden  F.,  born  June  9,  1881.  (8) 

I Mary  A.,  born  February  22,  1852,  married  Ben- 
jamin B.  Avery,  and  died  July  2,  1893.  She  had 
the  following  children:  Annie  L.,  born  February 
1 4,  1876,  died  November  24,  1887;  Stuart  B., 

I born  July  8,  18S0;  Leland  R.,  born  March  28, 
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I S86 ; Bertha  E.,  born  June  6,  1890;  and  Wil- 
lard C.,  born  March  14,  1893.  (9)  Loretta  E. 

born  August  21,  1856,  was  married  October  3 j ’ 
1894,  to  B.  B.  Avery,  above. 

In  looking  over  the  land  records  it  will  be 
iound  that  the  ancestry  of  the  Studwells,  from 
1850  back  to  1656,  were  extensive  land  holders, 
nearly  all  of  them  possessing  fine  large  farms  or 
other  landed  property.  Joseph  (2)  and  his  de- 
scendants owned  farms  on  King  Street,  in  both 
New  York  State  and  Connecticut,  on  both  sides 
of  the  Byram  river.  The  early  generations  of 
the  family  were  chiefly  occupied  clearing  and 
tilling  the  soil,  also  in  raising  horses  and  cattle, 
and  like  their  descendants  they  were  quiet,  law- 
abiding  citizens.  Physically,  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  family  have  been  of  large  build, 
and  of  robust  constitution.  During  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  Joseph,  Henry,  Gabriel,  Anthony 
and  Ward  Studwell  served  in  General  Wooster's 
command,  the  Ninth  Regiment,  Connecticut 
Militia,  Col.  John  Mead.  Joseph  and  Henry 
both  enlisted  November  1,  1776,  inCapt.  Abram 
Mead  s companj’,  and  were  discharged  January 
1,1  *777-  Gabriel  enlisted  in  same  command 
and  for  same  length  of  time,  but  was  in  Capt. 
Thomas  Hobby  s companv.  Anthonv  was  in 
same  command,  serving  in  Capt.  David  Haight’s 
company  from  August  13  to  September 27,  1776. 
Ward  was  in  Capt.  Thomas  Hobby’s  company, 
having  enlisted  May  to,  1776,  and  was  dis- 
charged December  5,  following.  This  regiment 
was  at  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  whence  it  was 
ordered  bv  General  Washington  to  New  York 
City,  but  it  soon  returned  to  Port  Chester,  where 
it  remained  on  guard  duty  while  Washington  was 
yt  White  Plains,  1776-77.  Thomas  Studwell 
( orn  1732)  also  served  in  the  Revolution. 

homas  Studwell  (born  1709)  owned  and  oper- 
ated a large  farm  in  Greenwich,  and  in  1776 
ad  on  several  occasions  to  secrete  his  farm  and 
ousehold  articles,  and  drive  his  stock  to  other 
iocalmes,  to  keep  them  out  of  the  wav  of  the 
British  foraging  parties.  ]n  the  war  of '1812  the 
amily  was  represented  in  the  militia  at  Stamford 
v oolomon,  Richard  and  Drake,  the  latter  two 
a*  Shippan  Point  under  Capt.  David 

f HVI11  JAMES  Willette  Studwell.  of  Stam- 
h \,IS  3n  enlerPr*sing  and  successful  citizen, 
an  but  few  men  in  active  business  life  have 
een  so  uniformly  fortunate  in  their  ventures. 

>s  steady  perseverance  in  his  chosen  line  of 
work  is  well  worthy  of  emulation. 

.,  ® W,'N  t>e  seen  by  the  genealogical  record  of 

e Studwell  family,  given  with  this  sketch, 
James  W.  Studwell  is  of  the  seventh  generation 


in  descent  from  the  original  ancestor,  Thomas, 
born  about  1600  or  1620;  Thomas  (2)  [date  of 
birth  not  known];  Thomas  (3),  born  in  1709; 
Anthony,  born  in  1738;  James  born  in  1780;  Cal- 
vin, born  in  1811;  James  Willette,  born  in  1848. 

Born  January  2,  1848,  at  Rye,  N.  Y.,  James 
W.  Studwell  received  his  education  there,  and 
on  leaving  school  he  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade  with  James  Tucker,  of  that  town.  In 
August,  1869,  he  removed  to  Stamford,  where 
he  worked  as  journeyman  carpenter  for  about 
eleven  years,  in  1880  engaging  in  business  on 
his  own  account,  and  forming  a partnership  with 
his  brother  David  W. , under  the  firm  name  of 
Studwell  Brothers.  This  partnership  continued 
until  1892,  since  which  time  Mr.  Studwell  has 
carried  on  business  alone.  He  has  a pleasant 
home  and  a charming  family.  On  Aprils,  1872, 
he  married  Miss  Julia  M.  Dann,  who  was  bom 
May  10,  1852,  a daughter  of  Theodore  and  Re- 
becca (Strobridge)  Dann,  and  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town.  Eight 
children  have  blessed  this  union,  all  of  whom 
are  living:  (1)  Flora  T.,  born  April  22,  1873, 

was  married  April  7,  1897,  to  William  H.  Spen- 
cer, of  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  has  one  son,  Will- 
iam Elton,  born  February  26,  1898.  (2)  Frank 

W.,  born  July  25,  1874,  was  married  July  15, 
1896,  to  Miss  Florence  Eddy,  of  Mianus,  this 
county.  (3)  Grace  E.,  born  March  25,  1877, 
was  married  February  2,  1896,  to  Warren  A. 
Ferris,  of  Stamford.  (4)  Ralph  S.,  born  Decem- 
ber 5,  1878,  married  April  12,  1899,  t0  Miss 
Lena  Smith,  of  Stamford.  (5)  Earle  M.,  bom 
September  24,  1887,  (6)  Walton  F.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1889,  (7)  Alfred  Theodore,  born  July 
5,  1890,  and  (8)  Julia  Idabelle,  born  January  26, 
1894,  are  at  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Studwell  is 
independent.  Mrs.  Studwell  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  which  the  family  attend. 


TT[  B.  COLEY.  This  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful  agriculturist  is  the  owner  of  a fine 
homestead  near  Norwalk,  and  its  substantial  im- 
provements betoken  the  care  of  a scientific  man- 
ager. He  is  of  English  descent,  and  the  name 
is  well  known  in  this  county,  one  of  his  ancestors, 
John  Coley,  having  been  among  the  first  settlers 
in  the  vicinity  of  Coleyville,  which  was  named  in 
honor  of  the  family. 

Eben  Coley,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  that  locality,  and  throughout  his 
active  life  he  conducted  a farm  and  gristmill 
there.  Walter  Coley,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
also  born  in  the  town  of  Westport,  on  the  old 
homestead,  and  became  a prominent  farmer  in 
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the  same  neighborhood.  He  married  Miss  Ora 
Coley,  who  was  only  distantly  related,  and  five 
children  were  born  of  the  union,  our  subject  being 
the  youngest. 

Mr.  Coley,  our  subject,  was  born  April  27, 
1839,  at  the  old  farm  in  the  town  of  Westport, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  learned  the 
butcher’s  trade  with  Ephraim  Osborne,  spending 
three  years  in  his  employ,  and  lor  about  four 
years  was  engaged  in  that  business  in  Westport. 
On  May  1,  1874,  he  removed  to  his  present  larm, 
which  contains  thirty-five  acres  of  excellent  land, 
and  in  connection  with  the  work  of  iarming  he 
has  conducted  a wholesale  butchering  business 
and  an  extensive  trade  as  a peddler.  He  has 
made  many  improvements  upon  his  property,  his 
buildings  being  especially  good.  Politically  he 
is  a Republican,  and  he  has  held  various  local 
offices,  his  interest  in  educational  advancement 
leading  him  to  give  much  attention  to  the  local 
schools. 

Mr.  Coley's  wife,  who  was  formerly  Miss 
Helen  A.  Seymour,  is  a daughter  of  Charles  Sey- 
mour, a well-known  citizen  of  Wilton,  this  county. 
They  have  had  five  children:  Alice,  Etta,  Bertha 
(who  married  John  R.  Wilardson,  of  Hoboken, 
N.  J.).  Maud,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy,  un- 
named. The  family  attend  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  Mr.  Coley  is  a leading 
member. 


Thomas  alonzo  lounsbury,  chief  of 

the  Danbury  fire  department,  has  long  been 
identified  with  that  branch  of  the  public  service, 
and  his  courage,  energy  and  quick  vet  accurate 
judgment  have  more  than  once  earned  for  him 
the  gratitude  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Under  the 
old  volunteer  system  he  served  as  foreman  of 
Humane  Hose  Co.,  No.  1,  for  four  years,  from 
1869  to  1872,  and  was  elected  chief  engineer  on 
July  10,  1874;  re-elected  May  18,  1875,  May  17, 
1876  and  June  18,  1877.  He  then  declined  to 
serve  further,  but  on  May  it,  1891,  he  was  ap- 
pointed first  assistant  engineer  of  the  paid  de- 
partment. and  in  1892  was  again  chosen  to  that 
post.  Since  May  6,  1893,  he  has  held  his  pres- 
ent position,  and  each  succeeding  year  has  but 
increased  the  confidence  and  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held  by  the  public. 

Mr.  Lounsbury  is  a native  of  Fairfield 
county,  having  been  born  April  15,  1S43.  in  the 
town  of  Horse  Neck,  now  Greenwich.  The 
family  is  an  old  and  honored  one,  and  among  its 
most  distinguished  members  is  ex-Governor 
Lounsbury  of  Connecticut,  a cousin  of  our  sub- 
ject. Jesse  William  Lounsbury,  our  subject's 


father,  was  born  February  18,  1813,  in  the  town 
of  North  Stamford,  this  county,  the  son  of  Will- 
iam H.  Lounsbury,  and  received  an  excellent 
education  in  his  youth.  For  some  time  he  con- 
ducted a private  school  at  Port  Chester,  N.  Y., 
and  later  was  a bookkeeper  in  the  screw  factory 
of  Russell,  Birdsall  & Ward,  near  that  city.  In 
1854  he  went  to  New  York  City  to  take  a po- 
sition as  bookkeeper  in  the  Market  Bank,  on  the 
corner  of  Beekman  and  Pearl  streets,  and  after 
three  years'  service  there  he  became  teller  of  the 
Citizens  Bank,  on  the  corner  of  the  Bowery  and 
Canal  street,  where  he  continued  until  his  death 
in  1861.  His  wife,  Abiah  Jane  Horton,  who 
died  April  12,  1884,  was  born  May  21,  1821.  in 
the  town  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Westchester  Co., 
N.  Y.  They  had  ten  children:  Mary  Elizabeth. 
Thomas  A.,  Harriet  A.,  Henry  B.,  Lizetta  M., 
William  H.  (deceased),  Lilian  J.,  George  A.  P., 
Fred  C.,  and  Lavina  (who  died  in  childhood;. 

Our  subject  s education  was  begun  in  the 
schools  of  Port  Chester,  but  as  the  family  re- 
moved to  Brooklyn  during  his  childhood  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
city.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  Dela- 
ware countv.  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  upon  2 
farm  two  years  for  the  munificent  salary  ol  six 


dollars  per  month  “and  found.”  On  returning 
to  Brooklyn  he  was  employed  as  a driver  tor 
W.  L.  Hendrickson's  East  Brooklyn  & hf* 
York  Citv  Express  for  about  five  years,  and  ne 
then  spent  a Year  in  the  trucking  business  1 
Brooklyn.  In  that  city,  also,  he  was  connec 
with  the  fire  department  under  the  volunteer- 
tern,  being  first  a runner  and  afterward  a me 
ber  of  Empire  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  No- 
July  25,  i8bc,  while  in  the  express  busines-,  , 
married  Miss  Martha  S.  Fry,  then  a ^^ent he 
Danbury,  and  about  a year  and  a ha  1 ja 
removed  to  that  city,  which  had  at  th  , 
population  of  from  6,000  to  8,000. 
entered  the  employ  of  J-  1 M.  Jves, 
house-furnishing  goods,  with  whom  rE 

as  a salesman  for  twenty-seven  coiisecum.^ded 

when  his  duties  in  the  paid  departmen 
his  entire  attention.  . , sliDport 

While  Mr.  Lounsbury  is  inchned  to  s py  ^ 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  p L a[CorJ. 
no  means  a slave  to  party  ties,  a bgllo,  having 
ing  to  his  own  judgment,  his  W8S  onct 

been  cast  for  Abraham  ^•inco  / constable, 
elected  in  Danbury  to  the  °urisburv  be- 

but  he  refused  to  qualify.  . ' :atj0n,  and  m 
longs  to  the  State  Firemen  s Association, 

Samaritan  Lodge  No.  7>  ; _{  'uaracter 

bury,  and  his  sterling  qualities  “ re]j{,„ 
made  him  popular  in  socta 


of  D?-n' 
have 

In  relig'011  he 
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inclines  to  the  Baptist  faith,  and  he  and  his  wife 
attend  that  Church. 

Mr.  Lounsbury’s  first  wife',  who  died  Febru- 
ary 16,  )S92,  was  a native  of  Poughkeepsie,  N. 
Y.,  and  a daughter  of  James  and  Catherine 
(Keechl  Fry,  who  resided  for  many  years  in  Dan- 
bury. Mr.  Fry  was  born  there,  and  became 
prominent  in  his  later  years  as  an  official,  serv- 
ing in  various  positions,  including  that  of  water 
commissioner;  he  was  also  warden  of  the  bor- 
ough lor  several  years.  On  February  25,  1893, 
Mr.  Lounsburv  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Mrs. 
Phcebe  A.  (Carpenter)  Lounsbury,  widow  of  Will- 
iam H.  Lounsbury,  his  brother,  and  daughter  of 
Dr.  Thomas  Carpenter,  of  White  Plains,  N.  V. 
There  are  no  children  by  this  marriage.  Bv  the 
first  union  there  were  three:  Harry  D.,  born 

in  Brooklyn,  March  26,  1866;  William  A.,  born 
in  Danbury  August  25,  1869,  now  deceased;  and 
Howard  N.,  born  September  14,  1871,  also  in 
Danbury. 


RiOYAL  J.  BIRDSEYE.  The  Birdseye 
‘ family,  which  has  been  prominent  in  this 
section  from  pioneer  times,  is  of  English  descent, 
and  the  name  was  originally  Eldred.  The  first 
to  emigrate  to  America  were  two  brothers,  John 
and  Abel,  who  crossed  the  ocean  in  1636,  and 
settled  in  Connecticut,  one  in  Stratford  and  the 
other  in  Middletown. 

Joseph  Birdseye,  the  great-grandfather  of  the 
well-known  agriculturist  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Huntington. 
David  Birdseye,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
also  born  in  that  town,  and  passed  his  life  there 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  married  Rebecca 
Curtis,  of  the  same  town,  and  they  had  five  chil- 
dren, none  of  whom  are  now  living:  Ephraim  was 
a spice  importer  of  New  York  City;  Thaddeus, 
who  was  for  many  years  the  postmaster  at  Bir- 
mingham, now  Derby,  also  conducted  a grocery 
store  there  for  some  time,  and  later  became  presi- 
dent of  the  Birmingham  Savings  Bank;  Philo,  our 
subject’s  father,  is  mentioned  below;  Rebecca 
never  married;  Joseph,  a farmer,  died  at  the  age 
of  forty-one. 

Philo  Birdseye,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Huntington,  and  learned  the 
tailor’s  trade  in  his  youth.  After  a time  he  went 
to  Georgia  to  continue  that  business,  but  he 
finally  settled  upon  a farm  in  Huntington,  where 
no  was  accidentally  killed  in  1874.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  in  religious  connection, 
was  for  many  years  an  active  worker  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  married  Miss  Sarah 
fucker,  who  survives  him,  with  two  children: 


Fannie,  wife  of  Louis  A.  Downs,  a wholesale  cor- 
set dealer  in  Chicago;  and  Royal  J.,  our  subject. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Birdseye  is  a native  of  New  Haven 
county,  where  her  father  was  a prominent  farmer. 
This  family  is  also  of  English  descent. 

Our  subject  was  born  June  4,  1848,  at  the  old 
homestead  in  the  town  of  Huntington,  and  was 
reared  to  farm  work.  He  attended  the  local 
schools  for  a time,  and  afterward  pursued  a more 
advanced  course  of  study  in  the  public  schools  of 
Birmingham  and  a select  school  at  Huntington. 
He  entered  upon  his  business  career  as  a shipping 
clerk  for  Downs  & Birdseye,  of  Shelton,  with 
whom  he  remained  three  years,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  and 
dairying  at  his  present  homestead  near  Hunting- 
ton  village.  The  farm  contains  150  acres,  afford- 
ing an  excellent  opportunity  for  conducting  his 
business  on  a profitable  scale,  and  for  thirteen 
years  he  has  made  a specialty  of  wholesaling 
milk.  While  Mr.  Birdseye  is  not  a politician,  he 
is  a strong  believer  in  the  principles  and  policy  of 
the  Republican  party.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a 
Congregationalist. 

In  1874  Mr.  Birdseye  married  Miss  Gertrude 
E.  Booth,  daughter  of  David  and  Julia  (Lewis) 
Booth,  prominent  residents  of  the  town  of  Hunt- 
ington. Two  children  have  blessed  this  union: 
Olive,  wife  of  John  Wilkinson,  a carpenter  in 
Bridgeport;  and  George,  who  is  employed  by 
Downs  & Birdseye,  of  Shelton. 


WFILLIAM  E.  MARSH.  Few  residents  of 

' Bridgeport  are  held  in  as  high  esteem  by 

the  general  public  as  is  this  well-known  citizen, 
who  for  a quarter  of  a century  served  as  chief  of 
police  of  that  thriving  city.  On  his  retirement  in 
1 890  his  fellow  townsmen  presented  him  with  a 
beautiful  and  costly  gold  medal,  set  with  dia- 
monds, in  token  of  their  appreciation  of  his  faith- 
ful and  efficient  services  in  that  difficult  position, 
and  this  is  now  one  of  his  most  treasured  posses- 
sions. 

Mr.  Marsh  comes  of  good  old  Colonial  stock 
in  both  lines,  and  his  paternal  ancestors  came 
from  Scotland  at  an  early  day.  Benjamin  Marsh, 
his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  and 
became  a shoe  manufacturer  there.  He  had  sev- 
eral sons,  some  of  whom  engaged  in  the  same 
business,  while  others  followed  carpentering,  etc- 
Samuel  J.  Marsh,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  reared  at  Newport,  and  early  in 
life  learned  the  ship  carpenter's  trade,  which  he 
followed  many  years,  his  death  occurring  at  New- 
port. His  wife",  Mary  C.  Williams,  who  died  in 
Massachusetts,  was  a descendant  of  Roger  Will- 
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iams,  and  a daughter  of  John  Williams,  who  was 
one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of  Rhode 
Island  in  his  day,  owning  ships  which  ran  be- 
tween America  and  the  East  Indies,  serving  as 
president  of  a bank  and  carrying  on  general  mer- 
chandising. He  also  owned  a large  tract  of  land 
at  Newport.  Of  his  sons,  Thomas  was  president 
of  a bank  at  Warren,  R.  ].;  John  was  president 
of  the  Eagle  Bank  in  Boston;  and  Richard  was 
at  the  head  of  a bank  in  Newport.  Samuel  J.  and 
Mary  C.  Marsh  had  the  following  named  children: 
Samuel  J.,  a farmer  at  Cascade,  Iowa,  who  en- 
listed in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war, 
and  died  in  hospital;  Sally  W.,  widow  of  Edward 
Barker,  of  Newport;  Phoebe,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; William  E..  our  subject;  Phoebe  (2),  now 
deceased,  who  married  Charles  Barker,  of  New- 
port; and  Edward  P.,  an  undertaker  in  Newport. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  13,  1828,  in 
Newport,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that 
place,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  going  to  Gardiner, 
Mass.,  where  he  learned  the  business  of  chair 
making  and  painting,  serving  an  appienticeship 
of  two  years.  In  1S50  he  went  to  California  by 
way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama, and  on  his  arrival 
engaged  in  mining,  spending  about  thirty 
months  there.  In  June,  1854,  he  came  to 
Bridgeport,  and  here  established  himself  in  busi- 
ness as  a chair  manufacturer,  but  in  1863  he  was 
obliged  to  abandon  it  on  account  of  difficulties 
arising  thiough  the  war,  and  for  some  time 
following  he  was  employed  as  a salesman  by 
Bridgeport  firms.  At  various  times  he  acted 
as  chief  of  police,  about  five  years  in  all, 
and  in  1869,  when  the  force  was  reorganized  up- 
on the  present  lines,  his  able  discharge  of  duty 
having  attracted  attention,  he  was  appointed 
chief,  holding  the  office  with  the  exception  of 
one  year  until  January  1,  1890.  At  present  he 
is  engaged  in  the  wholesale  cigar  business. 
Politically  Mr.  Marsh  is  a Republican,  and 
among  the  other  municipal  offices  which  he  has 
held  is  that  of  councilman,  to  which  he  was 
elected  in  1862.  Socially  he  and  his  family  are 
prominent,  and  for  thirty  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge, No.  4,  F.  N:  A.  M., 
and  the  1.  O.  6.  F.,  at  Bridgeport. 

On  Ma>'  22.  1850,  Mr.  Marsh  married  Miss 
Nancy  W.  Putnam,  a native  of  Gardiner,  Mass., 
and  a descendant  of  General  Putnam,  of 
Revolutionary  fame.  Her  grandfather,  John 
Putnam,  was  born  probably  in  Massachusetts, 
and  Amasa  Putnam,  her  father,  was  a native  of 
Gardiner,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  in  early 
manhood.  Later  he  engaged  in  shoemaking 
and  the  manufacture  of  chairs,  removing  to  Bos- 
ton, where  he  followed  the  latter  business  for 


some  time.  He  died  September  3,  1840,  while 
on  his  return  from  the  Bermuda  Islands,  and 
was  buried  at  sea.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Temple, was  of  English  descent, 
and  w'as  born  in  Gardiner,  the  daughter  of  Ahio 
Temple,  a native  of  Massachusetts.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Amasa  Putnam  and  his  wife: 
Amasa,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen;  Mary, 
Mrs.  Sumner  Simonds;  Lucy, Mrs.  L.  H.  Sawin; 
Martha,  Mrs.  Augustus  Knowlton;  Nancy  \Y.. 
wife  of  our  subject;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Amasa 
Merritt;  and  Betsey,  Mrs.  Jabez  L.  Beebe.  Of 
this  family  the  three  last  named  survive. 


CHARLES  N.  HASKELL,  M.  D.  The  med- 
_ ical  fraternity  in  this  section  is  composed  of 
an  exceptionally  gifted  class  of  men,  and  this 
well-known  physician  of  Bridgeport  may  well 
take  pride  in  the  high  standing  which  he  has  won 
in  the  profession.  His  preparatory  course,  in- 
cluding a study  of  the  principles  of  both  the 
Homeopathic  and  Allopathic  schools,  together 
with  extended  observation  in  hospital  wards,  has 
given  him  a practical  knowledge  obtainable  in  no 
other  way. 

Doctor  Haskell  was  born  May  11,  1862,  at 
Woodstock,  Vt.,  and  in  the  paternal  line  is  of 
English  descent.  It  is  a fact  that  the  Haskell 
family  can  trace  its  ancestry,  and  can  prove  it, 
for  more  than  one  thousand  years,  and  this  the 
Queen  of  England  cannot  do.  There  have  been 
few  geniuses  among  them,  but  there  have  been 
strong,  faithful  and  honest  men  and  women,  from 
the  time  when  Oseytel,  the  Saxon  bishop,  beard- 
ed his  King  in  favor  of  the  Witenagemote;  from 
the  time  when  Ropet  de  Haskell,  at  the  battle  of 
Hastings,  dashed  forward,  and,  amid  a shower 
of  the  enemy's  arrows,  secured  and  brought  to 
William,  the  Conqueror,  who  was  exhausted  from 
lack  of  food,  the  fruit  from  an  apple  tree  which 
stood  near  the  line  of  Harold  the  Great,  the 
enemy;  from  the  time  Ordegar  Haskell  trained 
with  Cromwell's  Ironsides  on  the  fens  of  Lin- 
colnshire; from  the  time  when  Surrey  H askel) 
flashed  his  sword  for  Prince  Charles;  from  the 
time  when  William,  Roger  and  Mark  Haskell 
landed  at  Salem  in  1632;  from  the  time  when 
George  Washingion,  in  his  personal  letter,  com- 
plimented Prince  Haskell  for  his  courage  in  the 
Revolution:  horn  that  time  .to  this  there  has  been 
no  blot  upon  their  record,  no  shame  or  disgrace 
attached  to  the  name. 

The  Doctor  is  a direct  descendant  of  William 
Haskell,  one  of  the  three  brothers  who  came  to 
this  country  fiom  England  in  1632  and  located 
in  Gloucester,  Mass.  His  grandfather,  Nahum 
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Haskell,  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  whence, 
ifter  a sojourn  in  Dartmouth,  he  removed  to 
vVoodstock,  Vt.,  where  he  became  the  editor  of 
i newspaper. 

Dr.  James  N.  Haskell,  our  subject’s  father, 
•vas  born  and  reared  in  Woodstock,  Vt.,  and 
graduated  from  the  medical  college  in  that  city, 
in  early  manhood  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
dentistry,  becoming,  in  his  day.  the  most  noted 
dentist  in  the  State  of  Vermont.  Later  he  prac- 
ticed medicine,  and  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  died 
in  1884.  His  wife,  Loraine  (Young),  who  passed 
away  in  1878,  was  a native  of  Woodstock,  Vt.,  1 
and  was  of  Scottish  descent.  Her  father,  John  | 
Young,  who  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812,  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one 
(ears,  and,  although  a man  of  small  stature,  was 
noted  for  his  great  physical  strength  and  endur- 
ance. 

Our  subject,  who  was  the  only  child  of  his 
parents,  was  educated  in  Vermont,  attending  the 
public  schools,  and  also  receiving  instruction  from 
private  teachers.  His  mind  was  most  receptive, 
and,  learning  readily,  he  easily  stood  at  the  head 
of  his  class  in  school.  His  energy  and  ambition, 
when  a mere  child,  caused  his  parents  no  little 
anxiety.  He  studied  shorthand  and  telegraphy, 
mastering  the  latter  art  in  the  surprisingly  short 
period  of  one  month,  and  was  at  one  time  the 
youngest  operator  in  the  United  States.  His 
favorite  tecreation,  when  but  ten  years  of  age, 
wasplaying  checkers  with  another  youthful  oper- 
ator in  a distant  city,  by  telegraph.  A few  years 
later,  after  leaving  school,  he  became  one  of  the 
most  skillful  operators  in  the  country,  being  em- 
ployed in  that  capacity  and  holding  many  po- 
sitions of  responsibility  in  the  large  offices  of  the 
country,  from  Maine  to  California.  In  1884  he 
won  a prize  for  fast  sending,  in  a tournament 
held  in  Chicago.  He  early  developed  a liking 
for  the  stage,  and  was  an  active  member  of  sev- 
eral amateur  dramatic  organizations  in  different 
cities  where  he  resided.  In  the  season  of  1879-80 
he  played  with  the  first  “Pinafore”  company 
that  toured  New  England.  Having  depended 
entirely  upon  his  own  resources  from  his  tenth 
birthday  (from  choice  rather  than  from  neces- 
sity), it  was  no  hardship  for  him  to  earn  and  save 
enough  to  enable  him  to  carry  out  the  ambition 
which  he  had  cherished  from  childhood — to  study 
medicine.  He  first  enlisted  in  homeopathy,  and 
entered  the  office  of  Dr.  F.  M.  Bennett,  a promi- 
nent homeopathist  of  Springfield,  Mass.  For 
nearly  two  years  he  was  employed  as  chief  oper- 
ator in  the  Western  Union  telegraph  office,  and, 
after  working  hard  all  day,  would  study  the  ele- 


ments of  his  chosen  profession  far  into  the  night. 
After  this  course  of  preparation  he  finally  entered 
the  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical  College.  It 
was  not  long,  however,  before  he  abandoned  the 
theory  of  homeopathy  for  the  more  substantial 
practice  of  allopathy.  After  three  years  of  study 
he  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont in  1890,  being  awarded  second  prize  for 
high  standing  in  his  class,  while,  in  the  intervals 
of  other  work,  he  took  courses  of  instruction  in 
hospitals  in  Boston,  in  connection  with  the  Har- 
vard Medical  School  and  the  different  hospitals 
in  New  York.  He  also  served  a year  as  assist- 
ant instructor  in  pathology  in  the  Post-Graduate 
Medical  School  in  New  York. 

In  1891  Doctor  Haskell  located  in  Bridge- 
port. where  he  soon  built  up  a lucrative  practice. 
Not  Jong  after  his  arrival  he  was  appointed  to 
the  post  of  city  physician  and  attending  surgeon 
of  the  Emergency  Hospital,  but  two  years  later 
he  resigned  both  positions  in  order  to  devote  his 
entire  time  to  his  practice.  The  Doctor  belongs 
to  the  City,  County  and  State  Medical  Associa- 
tions, and,  socially,  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  Politically,  he  is  independent,  and  he  has  had 
neither  the  ambition  nor  the  time  to  enter  the 
struggle  for  official  honors. 


JjOHN  MCCARTHY  is  now  the  leading  coal 
j and  wood  dealer  of  Danbury,  and  the  story 
of  his  life  suggests  a useful  lesson  in  self- 
reliance. 

Mr.  McCarthy  was  born  May  3,  1856,  in 
County  Clare,  Ireland,  the  son  of  Malachi  and 
grandson  of  Jeremiah  McCarthy.  His  father 
was  born  in  the  same  locality,  and  died  there. 
His  mother,  Mrs.  Winifred  (Keating)  McCarthy, 
who  was  born  in  Ireland,  now  makes  her  home 
with  our  subject,  who  is  the  youngest  of  a fam- 
ily of  six  children,  the  others  being  Mary,  Mar- 
garet, Kate,  Bridget  and  Annie. 

John  McCarthy  attended  school  in  his  native 
land  until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirteen,  when 
he  began  to  work  as  a farm  hand.  The  pros- 
pects for  advancement  were  not  satisfactory  to  a 
lad  of  his  ability  and  force  of  character,  and 
when  sixteen  he  came  to  America,  landing  in 
New  York  City  May  22,  1872.  His  first  employ- 
ment was  in  a button  factory  in  New  Milford, 
Conn.,  where  he  remained  four  years,  and  in 
1876  he  removed  to  Danbury  to  work  as  a fin- 
isher in  the  hat  factory  of  Beckerle  & Co.  Five 
vears  were  spent  with  them,  and  in  1882  he  es- 
tablished his  present  business,  in  which  he  speed- 
ily built  up  a large  and  lucrative  trade.  In  1887 
he  bought  William  Mansfield’s  coal  business  and 
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added  it  to  his  own,  which  he  enlarged  still  fur- 
ther in  1889  by  purchasing  Patrick  Murray’s 
trade  and  good  will.  In  1S92  he  bought  from  A. 
E.  Graves  the  contract  for  sprinkling  the  streets 
of  Danbury,  which  he  has  since  filled,  and  in 
this  work,  together  with  the  hauling  of  coal  and 
wood,  he  keeps  sixteen  horses  busy,  winter  and 
summer.  His  office  is  at  No.  1 Elm  street. 

Mr.  McCarthy  has  a pleasant  home  at  No. 
15  McDermott  street,  Danbury.  He  married 
Miss  Margaret  Kane,  daughter  of  Connor  and 
Joanna  (Wixted)  Kane,  of  Danbury,  and  three 
children,  Josephine,  John  Augustus  and  Rina, 
bless  this  union.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCarthy  are 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  In 
political  faith  our  subject  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
has  twice  been  a candidate  for  selectman  in  his 
town:  each  time,  however,  his  ticket  was 

defeated,  and  he  went  down  with  the  rest.  His 
worth  as  a citizen  is  recognized,  and  he  has  at 
times  been  appointed  to  offices,  for  two  years 
serving  as  a member  of  the  board  of  relief  in 
Danbury,  and  at  present  he  is  serving  a four- 
years'  term  as  trustee  ol  the  Reform  School  for 
Boys,  located  near  Meriden,  Connecticut. 


J5  NDREW  SHERMAN.  Every  profession 
L and  business  has  its  prominent  men,  some 
made  so  by  long  and  dilligent  application  to  their 
respective  occupations,  others  by  proficiency  in 
their  callings.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  a 
claim  to  both  categories,  as  he  has  been  made 
conspicuous  among  the  manufacturers  of  Bethel, 
Fairfield  county,  both  by  the  length  of  time  he 
devoted  to  the  industry  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected, and  by  the  eminent  success  he  made 
in  it. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Brookfield,  Fairfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  April  12,  1S20,  and  comes  of  old 
New  England  stock.  His  ancestors  were  for  the 
most  part  agriculturists,  and  Andrew  Sherman, 
his  grandfather,  followed  that  pursuit  in  New- 
town, of  which  he  was  a lifelong  resident.  He 
died  April  23,  1809,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine 
years.  His  wife,  Betsey  (Lake;,  passed  from 
earth  November  29,  1S43,  aged  seventy-seven 
years.  They  had  four  children,  as  follows:  An- 
nie, Mrs.  Ezra  Fairchild:  David,  a brief  sketch 
of  whom  follows;  Zalmon,  of  Newtown;  and 
Lucretia,  wife  of  Hiram  Shepard,  of  Newtown. 

David  Sherman,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  July  14,  1793,  and 
died  August  3,  i860.  He  received  a fair  educa- 
tion at  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  when  old  enough  commenced  learning  the 
hatter's  trade  with  Elam  Benedict,  of  Bethel. 


1 

i 


In  course  of  time  he  commenced  the  hat-manu- 
facturing business  for  his  own  account,  in  Elm- 
wood District,  of  Bethel,  and  continued  same 
up  to  about  the  time  of  his  death.  On  October 
17,  1815.  he  married  Tamar  Beebe,  who  was 
born  April  9,  1791,  and  died  November  14,  i860. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Ethel  and  Naomi  Beebe, 
the  former  of  whom  died  May  19,  1812,  aged 
forty-seven  years,  the  latter  on  June  2,  1841, 
aged  seventy-five  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sher- 
man had  a family  of  five  children,  a brief  record 
of  whom  is  as  follows:  Ethel  B.,  born  October 

9,  1816,  married  Susan  Dart,  November  23, 
1845,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years: 
Andrew  is  our  subject;  William  Wright,  born 
December  11,  1821,  in  Brookfield,  was  married 
November  29,  1854,  to  Angeline  Gale,  who  was 
born  February  14,  1831;  Lemuel  V.,  born  at 
Bethel.  Conn.,  January  9,  1825,  married  Har- 
riet Peet.  October  14,  1846;  and  Mary  Jane, 
born  December  19,  1833,  was  married  October 
13,  1856.  to  George  N.  Fairchild,  since  deceased. 
The  parents  of  this  family  were  members  of  the 


M.  E.  Church. 

Andrew  Sherman  received  his  education  at 
the  Wild  Cat  District  school,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  hatter  with  his  father.  He  engaged  first 
with  Fisher  6r  Co.,  and  afterward  with  George G. 
Durant,  but  since  1896  he  has  been  retired  from 
active  work.  On  October  26,  1 S42,  Mr.  Sher- 
man was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Fairchild,  w 0 
was  born  June  26,  1820,  and  died  January  29, 
1 860.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  union,  as 
follows:  Maria,  who  is  deceased;  and  William  A., 
who  is  engaged  in  gold-mining  in  Salt  a e, 
Utah  (he  was  twice  married,  first,  to  Lizz'e  Ko  ' 
inson,  and.  second,  to  Laura  Kiem.  and  as  *° 
children  — Andrew  Fairchild  and  Mary  hiem  ■ 
For  his  second  wife,  Andrew  Sherman  ”®L  . 
ried  in  Newtown,  May  1,  1861,  to  ~ara  , j 
man,  who  was  born  June  22,  182.,  an 
April  1 3,  1887,  and  the  children  of  this  union  1 • 
Mary  Helen,  born  February  23,  1863.  "ho,  jck 
ried  Leonard  S.  Smith,  of  Bethel,  an  ^ 
B.,  born  January  3,  1865,  living  at  o"1 
Sherman 'in  his  political  preferences  ,s  ® ^ f.  jn 
lican.  and  has  served  as  selectman  0 ^ 

religious  faith  he  is  a prominent  member 
M.  E.  Church  at  Bethel,  and  he  is  held  m 
hiehest  esteem  bv  all  who  know  him. 


P,  MEEKER,  a highly  esteemer I cimen 
of  Fairfield  township,  was  form  1 j.  jn_ 
ified  with  the  mercantile  and - PPJ |jv. 
s of  Southport,  and  although  h o(his 
1 retirement  he  reaps  in  the  -P 
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fellow  citizens  the  reward  of  an  honorable  and 
upright  business  life.  He  still  owns  the  vessel 
••Walter,”  which  is  run  under  his  direction,  and 
he  also  oversees  in  a general  way  the  work  of 
his  homestead,  a valuable  farm  near  Southport, 
while  notwithstanding  his  failing  health  he  dis- 
plays much  of  the  public  spirit  which  made  him 
in  his  earlier  years  an  influential  worker  in  the 
cause  of  progress  in  his  locality. 

The  Meeker  family  has  been  well-known  in 
Fairfield  township  for  several  generations,  and 
Seth  Meeker,  our  subject's  grandfather,  made 
his  home  there.  W.  B.  Meeker  (t),  our  sub- 
ject's father,  was  a lifelong  resident  of  the  town, 
and  at  an  early  age  became  interested  in  the 
shipping  trade.  At  that  time  large  quantities  of 
grain  were  raised  in  that  locality,  and  for  many 
years  he  shipped  loads  Irom  Southport  to  supply 
the  market  at  other  points.  He  conducted  a 
store  at  Southport,  and  at  one  time  owned  sev- 
eral vessels  which  were  employed  in  the  grain 
trade.  He  was  a shrewd  and  energetic  business 
man.  and  although  he  began  life  poor  he  acquired  a 
handsome  competence.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch 
Whig,  but  he  never  sought  or  held  public  office. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  and  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Marietta  Jennings, 
passed  away  when  aged  seventy-two.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Burr  Jennings,  a well-known  agri- 
culturist of  Greens  Farms.  Our  subject  was  the 
youngest  in  a family  of  five  children,  the  others 
being  Julia  (now  Mrs.  Taylor),  a widow  residing 
in  Boston,  Mass.;  Matilda  fdeceased),  who  mar- 
ried John  Simpson;  Miss  Emily,  who  resides  at 
Southport;  and  Eleanor,  who  married  William 
Howell,  and  died  in  Southport. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  24,  1829,  and 
was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  at  Southport. 
His  education  was  obtained  in  the  local  schools, 
Orange  Hubbell  being  one  of  his  teachers.  The 
opportunities  afforded  were  much  inferior  to 
those  of  the  present  day  in  that  locality,  and  for 
this  change  Mr.  Meeker  is  himself  largely  re- 
sponsible, as  his  own  deprivations  led  him  to 
make  special  effort  in  his  manhood  to  secure  the 
adoption  of  better  methods.  For  eleven  years 
he  was  connected  officially  with  the  educational 
affairs  of  his  town,  and  at  all  times  his  influence 
was  a power  on  the  side  of  improvement.  As  a 
boy  he  gained  practical  knowledge  of  mercantile 
business  in  his  father  s store,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  he  became  a partner  in  that  enter- 
prise, his  father's  former  partner,  Simon  Sher- 
wood, retiring.  At  the  death  of  his  father  our 
subject  took  entire  charge  of  the  business;  but 
°n  account  of  illness  he  disposed  of  it  about 
>878,  and  retired  to  his  farm.  In  his  younger 


days  he  was  a skillful  navigator,  being  familiar 
with  every  detail  of  a sailor's  work,  and  as  a ves- 
sel master  he  gained  much  popularity. 

His  domestic  life  has  been  of  the  kind  which 
fosters  and  develops  the  higher  qualities  of  human 
nature,  and  to  him  no  place  is  so  dear  as  home. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-four  Mr.  Wheeler  married 
Miss  Eli2a  H.  Jennings,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Amelia  ("Hull)  Jennings.  The  only  child  of  this, 
union,  Ada  A.,  died  aged  twenty-two  years, 
leaving  a sense  of  loss  which  nothing  can  dispell 
in  the  hearts  of  her  loving  parents.  Mr.  Meeker 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  leading  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Southport,  to 
which  he  is  a liberal  contributor,  and  at  the  time 
of  the  building  of  the  present  handsome  edifice 
he  was  one  of  the  building  committee.  He  is  a 
member  of  Temple  Lodge  No.  65,  F.  & A.  M., 
at  Westport,  and  of  Hamilton  Commandery, 
No.  5,  K.  T.,  of  Bridgeport.  Politically  he  is  a 
believer  in  Republican  principles,  but  he  has  not 
aspired  to  official  honors. 


Tt  L.  MEAD,  farmer,  dairyman  and  stock- 
man  of  Clapboard  Ridge  District,  town  of 
Greenwich,  Fairfield  county,  is  a member  of  an 
old  family  whose  members  have  been  ranked 
among  the  best  citizens  of  Greenwich  for  genera- 
tions. Among  the  younger  agriculturists  of  the 
township  none  stands  higher  than  our  subject, 
who  is  keeping  up  the  reputation  established  by 
his  ancestors  for  success  in  farming,  and  has 
gained  prosperity  beyond  the  average. 

The  great-grandfather  of  A.  L.  Mead  was 
Abram  Mead,  whose  son  Job  reared  a family  of 
five  children,  namely:  Zachias,  Abram,  Amanda, 
Eliza  and  Emeline.  Of  these,  Abram  was  born 
in  Clapboard  Ridge  District,  and  was  but  a 
young  boy  when  his  parents  settled  on  the  farm 
where  he  spent  his  days,  the  place  now  occupied 
by  our  subject.  He  was  educated  in  the  prim- 
itive schools  in  vogue  during  his  boyhood,  and 
grew  up  to  the  knowledge  of  farming  under  his 
father’s  instruction,  proving  an  apt  pupil  in  that 
line.  After  his  father’s  death  the  home  farm 
came  into  his  possession,  and  he  displayed  more 
than  ordinary  ability  in  its  management  and 
cultivation,  always  seeming  to  get  the  best  re- 
sults and  wresting  more  than  a mere  living  from 
Irom  the  soil.  He  added  to  the  tract  as  increas- 
ing means  enabled  him,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  the  owner  of  three  hundred  acres  of 
arable  land.  He  passed  away  in  January,  1867, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  highly  respected  by 
his  neighbors,  among  whom  he  had  a wide  ac- 
quaintance, and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the 
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cemetery  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Green- 
wich, of  which  he  was  a member.  He  was  a 
Republican  politically.  Mr.  Mead  married  Abi- 
gail Seileck,  who  was  born  in  Greenwich  town- 
ship, daughter  of  Sands  Seileck.  and  seven  chil- 
dren came  to  their  marriage,  viz.:  Henry  C., 
who  is  a farmer  in  Gieenwich:  Elsie,  deceased 
wife  of  Abram  Close:  Samuel,  who  has  a butcher 
and  grocery  business  at  Five  Mile  River,  Fair- 
field  county:  Emeline,  Mrs.  Isaac  Wilson,  of 
Greenwich  township;  A.  L. ; William  E.,  a 
farmer  of  Greenwich;  and  Frederick  B.,  of  Five 
Mile  River.  The  mother,  now  aged  seventy 
years,  is  passing  her  declining  years  on  the 
homestead  with  her  son,  our  subject. 

A.  L.  Mead,  whose  name  introduces  these 
lines,  was  born  October  22,  1859,  on  his  present 
farm,  and  here  he  has  passed  his  entire  life, 
attending  the  district  schools  in  his,  early  boy- 
hood. For  one  year  he  was  a pupil  in  Green- 
wich Academy  under  Professor  Webster,  receiv- 
ing altogether  a good  practical  education.  He 
commenced  the  earnest  work  of  life  at  rather  an 
early  age,  and  has  always  been  an  energetic 
worker,  progressive  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
and  one  of  those  citizens  whose  labors  count  in  the 
advancement  of  the  community.  He  owns  175 
acres  of  the  old  home  farm,  and  in  addition  to  his 
necessarily  extensive  farming  interests  is  engaged 
in  stock  dealing,  and,  since  1890,  in  the  dairy 
business.  His  herd  consists  of  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  cows,  and  he  wholesales  the  milk,  adding 
considerably  to  his  income  by  this  profitable 
enterprise. 

Mr.  Mead  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Mary  E.  Wishart,  of  North  Castle 
township,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  V.,  by  whom  he 
had  two  sons:  Elmer  and  Harry.  After  her 

death  he  wedded  Miss  Martha  Worden,  of  North 
Castle,  Westchester  county,  by  whom  he  has 
two  daughters:  Lillian  and  Grace.  Mr.  Mead’s 

political  symphathies  ate  with  the  Republican 
party,  with  which  he  votes  in  State  and  National 
affairs;  in  local  issues  he  is  non-partisan.  Mrs. 
Mead  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


Jf  F.  ROWELL.  M.  D. . the  health  officer  of 
Stamford,  Fairfield  county,  is  one  of  the 
youngest  physicians  of  the  county. 

Born  March  20,  1874,  at  Dalton,  N.  H., 
Doctor  Rowell  is  a son  of  Charles  E.  Rowell, 
M.  D.,  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and  sur- 
geons of  Stamford.  Young  Rowell  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Stamford.  In  1892  he 
entered  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Phila- 
delphia, Penn.,  and  in  1895  was  graduated 


therefrom.  After  his  graduation  he  returned  to 
Stamford,  and  there  located  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  was  soon  chosen  health  officer 
of  the  city,  and  has  very  acceptably  discharged 
the  duties  of  the  position.  He  is  also  at  this 
time  post  surgeon  of  the  militia  at  this  point. 
He  is  a bright,  talented,  young  man,  just  on  the 
threshold  of  his  professional  career  with  a record 
yet  to  be  made;  but  untiring,  studious,  and 
ambitious,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  his  reward 
will  come.  He  is  a genial  and  sociable,  and 
popular  with  the  masses. 

Doctor  Rowell  is  the  keeper  of  Wampum  of 
I Powahav  Tribe  No.  33,  Powahav  Hay  Loft  of 
I the  order  of  Red  Men.  He  is  Vice  Chancellor  of 
I Excelsior  Lodge  No.  49,  K.  of  P.  He  is  also  a 
I member  of  Union  Lodge,  F.  k A.  M. 

I 

E'nDWARD  DUFFY,  one  of  the  prosperous 
. jji  mechanics  and  extensive  real-estate  owners 
I of  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co..  Conn.,  is  a native  0 
I Ireland,  having  been  born  August  1,  1832,  in 
I County  Monaghan.  His  father,  also  named  Ed- 
1 ward,  was  also  born  in  County  Monaghan,  and 
1 was  a farmer  and  linen  weaver  by  occupation;  at 
■ one  time  he  was  also  engaged  as  a contractor, 
i The  mother’s  name  was  Margaret  Connolly. 

Mr.  Duffy  lived  in  his  native  country  until 
I twenty  years  of  age,  receiving  his  education  in 
l the  National  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his 
I home.  On  his  arrival  in  America  he  came  to 
I Stamford,  and  here  obtained  employment  with 
l the  Stamford  Manufacturing  Company,  in  their 
I factory  at  the  Cove,  where  he  remained  continu- 
' ouslv  from  July,  1852,  to  August,  1869.  By 
I steady  industry,  thrift  and  economy,  he  had  man- 
i aged  to  accumulate  in  that  time  enough  capital 
I to  embark  in  business,  and  accordingly,  in  1869, 

I he  started  a retail  grocery  and  liquor  store  on 
I the  Cove  road,  which  he  has  ever  since  con- 
I ducted.  The  requirements  of  his  increasing 
l trade,  however,  had  long  outgrown  the  capacity 
1 of  that  establishment,  and  in  1890  he  opened  his 
1 wholesale  liquor  house  at  Nos.  34-36  Pacific 
1 street.  Stamford,  where  he  does  a thriving  busi- 
1 ness.  In  the  course  of  years  he  has  acquired 
1 extensive  real-estate  holdings  there,  and  he  is 
1 ranked  among  the  most  successful  self-made  men 
; in  the  town  which  has  been  the  scene  of  his  active 
I business  career.  He  has  been  a Democrat  ever 
• since  he  became  a citizen  of  the  United  States, 

1 and  has  devoted  considerable  time  to  public 
1 affairs  in  his  town,  for  whose  advancement  and 
1 improvement  he  is  always  ready  to  give  his  aid 
! and  influence.  For  the  past  eight  years  he  has 
I served  as  tax  collector,  and  for  three  years  as  a 
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member  of  the  city  council  from  the  Second 
ward,  during  this  period  acting  on  the  committee 
on  Sidewalks,  Crosswalks  and  Parks,  and  on  the 
one  having  supervision  of  fire  districts,  electric 
lights,  etc. 

On  April  27,  1857,  Mr.  Duffy  was  married,  in 
Stamford,  to  Bridget  Gaskin,  whodied  in  1880.  Of 
their  family  of  nine  children  only  two  are  living: 
James  F.  and  Margaret  Jane.  For  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Duflv  was  married  in  New  York  City, 
to  Miss  Winnifred  Morrin,  of  that  place.  They 
are  Roman  Catholics  in  religious  faith,  and  Mr. 
Duffy  is  a member  of  St.  John’s  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  parish,  and 
a member  of  the  Catholic  Benevolent  Legion. 


jHS  RTHUR  J.  CLARK.  The  advice  that 
Horace  Greeley  gave  to  the  rising  genera- 
tion to  “go  west”  does  not  necessarily  imply 
that  there  are  no  opportunities  in  the  East,  and 
with  the  requisite  amount  of  courage  the  Ameri- 
can youth  can  succeed  in  any  part  of  the  country. 
This  is  aply  illustrated  in  the  life  and  career  of 
Arthur  J.  Clark,  whe  is  the  president  of  the 
Union  Transfer  Company,  located  at  No.  334 
Water  street,  Bridgeport. 

Albert  Clark,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Monticello,  N.  Y.,  and  received  a good 
common-school  education  in  New  York  City. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  offered  his  services  for 
the  de  ense  of  his  country,  becoming  a member 
of  the  7th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  known  as  the  “Washing- 
ton Grays,”  vtith  which  he  served  two  years.  At 
the  battle  of  Bull  Run  he  was  severely  wounded, 
as  a result  losing  the  sight  of  one  eye,  and  being 
unfitted  for  further  service  he  returned  home. 
Mr.  Clark  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  burlap 
bags  for  grain,  and  acted  as  head  salesman  for 
five  years,  after  which  he  began  the  manufacture 
of  papier-machd  goods  for  himself.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  at  Tashua,  Fairfield  county, 
with  Miss  Mary  E.  Mallette,  daughter  of  George 
Mallette,  who  was  of  French  ancestry,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: Bertha  E.,  who  married  George  B.  Ferris, 
of  Newtown,  Conn.,  and  has  four  children — El- 
sie, Herbert,  George  and  Arthur;  George  A.,  of 
Tashua,  who  married  Edith  Turney,  and  has  one 
child,  Beatrice;  and  Arthur  J.,  our  subject.  Al- 
bert Clark  passed  away  in  August,  1891,  after 
suffering  for  twelve  years  with  locomotor  ataxia, 
deeply  mourned  by  his  devoted  wife  and  children. 

Arthur  J.  Clark  was  born  June  15,  1870,  in 
Tashua  (the  Indian  name  for  “High  Hill”), 
town  of  Trumbull,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.  His 
facilities  for  securing  an  education  were  unusually 
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good;  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  left  the  district 
schools  and  entered  the  Hills  high  school,  re- 
maining two  years,  and  then  for  the  same  length  of 
time  was  a student  at  the  Easton  Academy.  On 
leaving  school,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  went 
on  the  road  for  the  Deverall  Perfection  Manu- 
facturing Company,  of  Brooklyn,  and  continued 
with  this  firm  until  his  marriage. 

In  September,  1891,  Mr.  Clark  was  married, 
at  Plattsville,  to  Miss  Addie  M.  Godfrey,  and  in 
June  of  the  following  year  he  located  at  Bridge- 
port, becoming  secretary  of  the  S.  M.  Gate,  Jr., 
Transfer  Company.  The  name  of  the  company 
was  changed  in  February,  1893,  to  the  Union 
Transfer  Company,  and  on  July  5,  1894,  Mr.  Clark 
was  elected  president  and  treasurer  of  same,  still 
holding  this  responsible  position  with  great  credit 
to  himself  and  with  satisfaction  to  those  most  con- 
cerned. The  company  does  heavy  trucking,  and 
makes  a specialty  of  moving  the  heaviest  ma- 
chinery, employing  usually  about  fifteen  men, 
and,  judging  by  the  patronage  which  the  firm  en- 
joys, it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the  company  gives 
the  best  to  the  public  it  serves.  Mr.  Clark  is  an 
active  worker  among  the  young  men  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  is  public  spirited  and  pro- 
gressive, ever  ready  to  assist  in  any  movement 
that  tends  to  the  advancement  of  the  town  or 
county.  Fraternally,  he  is  a member  of  Pequon- 
nock  Lodge  No.  4,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Bridgeport,, 
and  he  and  his  wife  occupy  a prominent  social 
position.  During  the  winter  they  make  their 
home  in  Bridgeport,  but  in  the  warm  weather 
they  reside  at  their  delightful  summer  home  at 
Plattsville. 


JrOHN  GREENWALD,  Jr.,  well-known  in 
I New  Canaan  and  the  surrounding  district  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Wolfel  & Greenwald, 
was  born  in  that  town  January  30,  1862. 

John  Greenwald.  Sr.,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  a native  of  the  Fatherland,  born  in  1831,  in 
Wittenberg,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  and 
in  common  with  all  boys  in  Germany  was  soon 
afterward  put  at  a trade,  learning  shoemaking. 
When  a young  man  he  came  to  America,  and 
settling  in  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  commenced 
working  at  his  trade.  For  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Bene- 
dict Shoe  Company  at  New  Canaan,  but  he  has 
also  worked  for  Lounsbury  & Soule,  of  Stam- 
ford. During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany H,  of  a Connecticut  Volunteer  regiment, 
and  served  throughout  the  struggle.  Mr.  Green- 
wald was  married  at  New  Canaan  to  Mary  Eliza- 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


1122 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


beth  Cabler,  who,  like  himself,  was  born  in  Wit- 
tenberg. Germany,  and  three  children  were  born 
to  them— Theodore,  who  is  a resident  of  Port 
Chester,  N.  Y. ; John,  Jr.;  and  Lizzie,  Mrs. 
Ralph  Burchard,  of  Darien,  who  has  had 
two  children — Ivy,  and  a daughter.  In  social 
connection  Mr.  Greenwald  is  a member  of  Woos- 
ter Lodge,  No.  37.  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  Post  at  New  Canaan. 

John  Greenwald,  Jr.,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  attended  the  Center  District  school 
of  New  Canaan  during  his  boyhood.  After  his 
school  days  were  over  he  commenced  to  learn 
the  tailor  s trade,  but  he  soon  abandoned  it  for 
the  one  he  now  follows,  tinsmithing.  He  served 
his  apprenticeship  under  John  E.  Whitney  at 
New  Canaan,  and  subsequently  acquired  a thor- 
ough knowledge  of  steam  and  gas-fitting  with  E. 
J.  Yeemans.  of  Bethel,  with  whom  he  remained 
five  vears.  He  was  also  in  the  employ  of  Ryan 
Bros.,  at  Bethel,  worked  two  years  for  John 
Powell,  at  South  Norwalk,  and  one  year  for  Lum 
in  the  plumbing  and  tinning  business  at  Stam- 
ford. In  1S95  Mr.  Greenwald  came  back  to  New 
Canaan,  and  on  April  1 formed  his  present  part- 
nership with  F.  J.  Wolf  el,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Wolfel  K-  Greenwald.  Their  first  establish- 
ment was  on  Railroad  avenue,  where  they  re- 
mained until  April,  1896,  since  which  time  they 
have  occupied  the  store  formerly'  used  by'  John 
E.  Whitney.  They  do  a thriving  business  in  this 
locality,  giving  special  attention  to  tinning  and 
steam  and  hot-water  heating. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1894,  at  Nor- 
walk, Conn.,  to  Miss  Susie  Smith,  daughter  of 
Frank  Smith,  of  that  place.  Three  children 
have  come  to  bless  this  union — Theodore,  Henry 
and  Lilly.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Greenwald  is  an 
Odd  Fellow,  being  a member  of  Wooster  Lodge, 
No.  37,  New  Canaan. 


CHARLES  STEVENS,  of  the  Omaha  Beef 
' Company.  No.  72  White  street.  Danbury, 
is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  successful  citizens 
of  that  pleasant  city.  He  is  a self-made  man, 
deserving  great  credit  for  the  foresight  and  en- 
ergy with  which  he  has  made  his  way  through 
unpromising  cnrumstances  to  his  present  posi- 
tion in  the  business  world. 

The  Stevens  family  has  been  identified  for 
generations  past  with  Wiltshire,  England,  where 
our  subject's  grandfather,  James  Stevens,  and 
father,  Charles  Stevens,  Sr.,  were  both  born. 
The  latter  was  a laborer  by  occupation,  and 
always  made  his  home  in  Wiltshire,  where  he 
died.  He  married  Emma  Goodwin,  daughter  of 


John  Goodwin,  who  was  born  at  the  same  place, 
and  they  had  five  children:  Jane,  Luke,  Edward, 
Charles  and  Eliza. 

Charles  Stevens  was  born  at  the  old  home  in 
Wiltshire,  and  his  education  was  obtained  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  locality.  At  the  age  of 
ten  years  he  began  the  serious  work  of  bread- 
winning, finding  employment  on  a farm.  Being 
too  ambitious  to  be  contented  with  the  prospect 
of  continuing  at  day  labor  all  his  life,  he  deter- 
mined to  come  to  America,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty'-one  he  carried  out  his  resolution,  landing 
in  New  York  City.  He  spent  a day  in  viewing  the 
unaccustomed  scenes,  and  then  went  to  Danbury 
to  work  on  a farm  lor  Orlando  Wildtnan,  with 
whom  he  remained  five  months.  He  spent  tht 
next  three  years  in  the  employ  of  D.  P.  Nichols, 
then  State  treasurer,  and  one  year  in  travel- 
ing through  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut, 
and  Massachusetts  in  the  interests  of  Isaac  \\. 
Ives,  selling  his  medicine,  “ The  Wine  of  the 

Woods."  Mr.  Stevens  was  by  this  time  pre- 
pared to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account. 

, and  purchasing  a fish  market  in  Danbury,  he 
, conducted  it  successfully  for  four  years,  lor  three 
I vears  of  this  time  carrying  on  another  establish- 
! ment  of  the  same  kind  in  South  Norwalk,  m 
partnership  with  Leroy  Adams,  n / 
iormed  a partnership  with  A.  W.  Co  , 
the  firm  name  of  Cole  & Stevens,  an 
the  retail  meat  business  at  No.  1 Liberty  tre . 
Danbury.  This  partnership  continued  t 
vears,  and  in  1890  Mr.  Stevens  accepted I I* 

sition  of  manager  for  the  P^mx  Beef  Co.^  5; 
which  was  then  composed  of  M.  1 L ™ 

Danbury,  and  Thomas  N.  Purdy.  oined 

tion  N.  Y.  After  some  time  Mr.  Steve  j 

the  McElroy  Brothers,  of . Be^Com 

chased  the  business  of  the  Companv. 

pany,  re-naming  it  ‘he  Omaha  BedJ Comp 

and  in  .895  A.  W.  Cole  was  also  admi  e 

i the  firm.  Mr.  Stevens  has  continued  ^ ^ 

I manager  throughout  this  en  . J?  :u(jjcj0us  and 
1 success  of  the  business  is  ue,  jie  ]arge  quanti- 
, well-directed  efforts.  They 
I ties  of  western-dressed  b®e‘’e produce,  and 
, poultry,  hams,  lard  an  g t0  a 

i have  an  extensive  local  trade  s states 

I wholesale  business  with  dealers  M Cok. 

Mr.  Stevens  married  M'ss  I abe  and 


Mr.  Stevens  married  Miss  1 ^ ^ ar)d 

01  Wiltshire,  England  a daug  l®jster  0(  A.  W 
Sophia  (Newberry)  Cole,  and^  ^ Emma. 

Cole,  mentioned  abo\e.  _ , , _ c»»vpns  a*1 


of 


Mr. 


and  Mrs.  Ste^ens^ 


1 blesses  this  union.  _ s t-pisce 

j prominent  members  0 ' js0  belongs 

1 Church  at  Danbury,  and 'Membership 
1 several  fraternal  orders,  holding 
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he  Sons  of  St.  George;  Union  Lodge  F & A M 

md  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  takes  an  intell'i- 
;ent  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of 
ns  adopted  country,  and  while  he  is  by  no 
neans  a politician  he  is  an  ardent  believer  in  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party. 


tX^ILLIAM  THOMPSON,  one  of  the  pros- 
x ML  perous  self-made  men  of  Glenville,  Fair- 
leld  county,  has  made  his  home  there  since  1867 
nd  in  that  time  has  established  himself  in  busi- 
ness and  become  the  owner  of  a nice  property 
Mr.  Thompson  is  a native  of  England,  bom 
ipnl  3°,  1848,  in  Manchester,  and  came  to 
im erica  with  his  parents  in  the  spring  of  1863 
mdmg  m New  York  City.  He  followed  in  the 
Dotsteps  of  his  father,  working  at  the  weaver’s 
rade  from  an  early  age,  and  after  coming  to 
merica  found  employment  at  weaving  in  the 
inerent  towns  in  which  the  family  lived,  New 
lamburg,  Glenhaven  (near  Fishkili).  Cornwall- 
n-the-Hudson  (all  in  New  York),  Philadelphia, 
renton,  and  Rockville  (Conn.).  Up  to  his 
' entieth  year  he  gave  his  earnings  to  his  parents, 
ad  in  18 07  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  in  that 
:ar  settling  in  Glenville,  where  he  has  since  re- 
'amed.  For  over  fifteen  years  after  his  removal 
;re  he  was  employed  in  the  Hawthorne  Woolen 
His,  then  known  as  the  Glenville  Woolen  Mills, 

?.  lVP,Tn'  !882,  be  °Pened  the  liquor  store 
ich  he  has  since  conducted,  renting  during  the 
st  two  years.  In  1884  he  erected  the  commo- 
°us  business  room  and  dwelling  which  he  still 
CTn?'  bmId,n?  on  ‘he  site  of  the  “Old  Sher- 
°o  lace,  which  was  one  of  the  oldest  houses 
the  town  of  Greenwich;  when  it  was  torn 
J"n  People  flocked  from  miles  around  to  get  j 
eces  of  timber,  etc.,  for  relics.  Mr.  Thomp- 
n as  now  a comfortable  home  and  thriving 
1. mess,  which  he  has  acquired  by  industry  and 
onomy,  and  he  and  his  family  are  respected 
cm  ers  of  the  community.  He  married  Miss 
na  oles,  of  Greenwich,  daughter  of  David 
,.nn  (Haggerty)  Boles,  and  she  has  proved  a 
pa  e and  reliable  helpmeet.  They  have  reared 
amiiy  of  five  children,  namely:  Mary  F.,  who  1 
e rf£  °*  °rville  Sheldon,  of  Greenwich,  1 
- Charles,  living  at  home;  Eva,  Mrs.  John  < 
cheever,  of  Glenville;  William,  Jr. , and  Helen, 
a bome-  George,  twin  of  Helen,  died  in  1 
ru  v ^rS'  Thompson  attends  the  Cath-  J 
, urcb-  Politically  Mr.  Thompson  is  a I 
in  °Ut  be  votes  independently  in  town-  1 

' airs’  supporting  the  candidate  he  consid-  c 
5 ™ost  worthy  of  office.  r 

e°rge  and  Ann  (Brilay)  Thompson,  parents  a 


1 m 1 Jt  ' Sa'led  fr°m  E,*land  wi,b  ‘heir 
J a x-h  31'  l863-  °n  the  -^Etna.”  and 
landed  ,n  New  York  City  April  13  following. 

! J hev  proceeded  first  to  New  Hamburg,  N.  Y 
| whence  they  moved  to  Glenhaven  (near  Fishkili) 
j and  Cornwall-on-the-Hudson.  where  they  are 
still  living,  the  father  aged  seventy-three  years, 
the  mother  seventy-one.  He  followed  his  trade 

° .WfV,ei7n  ali  ,hese  P]aces-  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  five  children,  as  follows:  Joseph,  who 
is  a resident  of  Cornwall-on-the-Hudson-  Will- 
iam;  Mark,  who  is  a boss  weaver  in  Philadelphia  - 
George  living  in  California;  and  Mary  H.,  born 
m the  United  States,  who  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
Fitzroy,  of  West  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts. 


1 ^SwT/TLLIAM  B.  BRISTOL,  of  Stratford 
1 i*  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Bristol  (s 
| Jewell,  the  well-known  dealers  in  meats  and 
vegetables,  is  an  able  and  enterprising  business 
man,  and  enjoys  a high  reputation  as  a citizen, 
being  both  popular  and  influential  in  social  life.’ 
Mr.  Bristol  comes  of  an  excellent  family,  and 
his  great-grandfather,  Isaac  B.  Bristol,  was  a 
farmer  at  Milford,  New  Haven  Co.,  this  State, 
where  his  remains  are  interred.  Isaac  C.  Bristol 
(2),  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  born  in  Mil- 
ford, whence  in  early  manhood  he  came  to  Strat- 
ford, where  he  engaged  in  business  as  a comb 
manufacturer.  He  married  Miss  Susan  Booth, 
sister  of  Silas  C.  Booth,  a prominent  resident  of 
Bridgeport,  where  he  served  at  one  time  as 
mayor.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  union: 
Mary  (now  Mrs.  Edwin  Davis,  of  Stratford),  and 
Waiter  B. 

The  last  named  was  born  in  Stratford,  and 
after  completing  a course  of  study  in  the  local 
schools  he  learned  the  trade  of  gas  fitter.  He 
was  a pioneer  in  this  business,  and  for  thirty 
years  he  conducted  an  establishment  at  No.  40 
Wall  street,  Bridgeport,  being  regarded  as  one 
of  the  substantial  citizens  of  that  thriving  town. 
His  death  occurred  there  January  17,  1889,  but 
our  subject’s  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  Dibble,  is  still  living.  She  was  born  in 
Stratford,  a daughter  of  Jabez  B.  Dibble,  a 
native  of  Bethel,  this  county,  and  granddaughter 
of  James  Dibble,  a farmer  of  the  latter  town. 
Jabez  Dibble,  who  was  a saddler  by  trade,  mar- 
ried Mary  A.  Peck,  of  Stratford,  daughter  of 
Judson  Peck  (2),  and  granddaughter  of  Judson 
Peck  (i),  who  was  buried  in  Stratford.  The 
Bristol  family  has  been  identified  with  the  Metho- 
dist Church  from  an  early  date,  and  our  subject’s 
mother  is  a member  of  that  Society,  but  his  father 
attended  the  Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject 
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was  the  elder  of  two  children,  the  younger  of  Mr.  Delafield  was  born  in  New  York  City  in 
whom,  Fred,  died  in  infancy.  1847,  and  after  completing  a course  of  study  in 

William  B.  Bristol  was  born  in  Stratford,  Columbia  College  went  to  Europe  for  the  study 
April  21,  i860,  and,  alter  attending  the  common  of  mining  engineering,  spending  two  years  at 
schools  of  the  town  for  some  years,  he.  at  the  Freiberg,  Saxony.  In  1875  he  located  in  the 

age  of  sixteen,  went  to  New  Haven  to  take  a town  of  Darien,  this  county,  and  built  a smelting 

course  in  Y'ale  Business  College.  On  leaving  1 establishment;  but  finding  the  investment  un- 
school he  became  a bookkeeper  for  Lewis  W.  profitable  he  abandoned  the  works,  retiring  Irom 

Booth,  a druggist  in  Bridgeport,  with  whom  he  active  business.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 

remained  five  years.  He  then  spent  five  years  being  conscientiously  opposed  to  monopolies  of 
with  another  concern,  and  later  formed  a part-  1 any  kind,  and  he  is  one  of  the  trusted  advisers ol 
nership  with  E.  S.  Youngs,  under  the  firm  name  j that  party  in  his  locality, 
of  Youngs  & Bristol.  For  five  years  they  carried  In  1876  Mr.  Delafield  married  Miss  Mary  Anna 
on  a retail  hat  business  at  No.  40  Wall  street,  j Baker,  of  New  York  City.  Both  are  members  of 
Bridgeport,  and  since  the  dissolution  of  the  firm  I the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  at  Noroton.and 
he  has  been  engaged  in  dealing  in  meats  and  veg-  I they  hold  a leading  place  in  the  best  social  circles, 
etables  in  Stratford  in  partnership  with  George  I Mr.  Delafield  is  a member  of  the  Institute  of 
F.  Jewell.  On  April  29,  1891,  he  married  Miss  I Electrical  Engineers,  and  also  of  the  societies  of 
Alice  P.  Lillingston,  a native  of  Stratford,  and  I the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and  of  the  War  0! 
daughter  of  David  Lillingston,  a well-known  citi-  1 1812,  and  of  the  Military  Order  of  Foreign  Wars, 
zen.  Three  children  brighten  our  subject’s  home:  1 He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Wee  Burn 
Ruth  Bryant,  Lewis  Patterson  and  Harold  Wal-  I Golf  Club  of  Noroton. 
ter.  Mr.  Bristol  and  his  wife  are  prominent  so-  , 


cially,  and  he  is  one  of  the  leading  Freemasons 
of  his  locality,  being  a member  of  St.  John's 
Lodge  No.  8,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Stratford,  in  which 
he  served  as  master  for  three  years,  and  now  holds 
the  office  of  treasurer;  of  Jerusalem  Chapter  No. 
13,  and  Jerusalem  Council  No.  16,  of  Bridgeport, 
and  Hamilton  Commandery  No.  5,  K.  T.  He  is 
also  interested  in  military  affairs,  and  has  served 
twelve  years  in  the  Fourth  Regiment  Conn.  N.  G. , 
holding  every  rank  up  to  that  of  first  lieutenant. 
Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  “dyed  in  the  wool," 
his  father  and  grandfather  having  been  firm  sup- 
porters of  the  principles  of  that  party. 


FLOYD  DELAFIELD,  a prominent  resi- 

L dent  of  the  town  of  Darien,  is  a descendant 
of  two  old  and  influential  families  of  New  Y’ork 
State. 

Dr.  Edward  Delafield,  father  of  our  subject, 
and  who  was  of  New  York  State  nativity,  was 
for  many  years  a leading  practitioner  in  New  Y’ork 
City,  and  also  served  as  a surgeon  during  the  war 
of  1812.  He  died  in  1875,  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Julia  Floyd,  did  not  long  sur- 
vive him,  passing  away  in  1 879.  She  was  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  her  grandfather, 
William  Floyd,  was  a delegate  from  that  section 
to  the  Colonial  Congress  of  1776,  and  signed  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  Our  subject  was 
the  fourth  in  a family  of  five  children,  the  others 
being:  Dr.  Francis  Delafield,  of  New  York  City; 
Mrs.  Catherine  D.  Wright;  Mrs.  Clarkson;  and 
Miss  E.  H.  Delafield. 


m LBERT  WILLIAM  COLE,  a member  of 
ia  the  Omaha  Beef  Company,  a prosperous 
Danbury  firm,  is  a young  man  of  energy  and 
ability,  as  his  history  indicates. 

Mr.  Cole  is  a native  of  Connecticut,  but  is  of 
English  blood,  both  his  parents  having  been  born 
in  Wiltshire,  England.  His  father,  Luke  oe> 
was  born  in  1821,  the  son  of  Job  and  Mary  Loie, 
and  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  boptna 
Newberry,  was  born  in  1822,  the  daug  er 
John  and  Mary  Newberry.  Thiswortky  MP 
came  to  America  early  in  their  married  1 e, 
they  are  now  highly-respected  residents  0 U an- 
bury. They  had  eight  children— the  first  th 

born  in  England  and  the  others  m the  U" 
States— as  follows:  Isabella  (now  Mrs. 

Stevens),  Alfred  Henry,  Emily.  Andrew^’ 
Matilda  (who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  y 
Albert  William,  Anna  and  Fanny. 

Albert  W.  Cole  was  born  November  1,  ^ 

in  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and  was  * heage 
in  the  public  schools  of  Bridgewater.  , ther- 
of  fourteen  he  entered  the  employ  of  h»bro.  ^ 
in-law,  Charles  Stevens,  who  ’remaining 

and  vegetable  market  in  Dan  £ o(  0ne 
with  him  for  six  years,  with  the  V ats  for the 

vear  when  he  was  engaged  in  pacsmg  (hen 
Tweedy  Manufacturing  Company.  ' 0| 

formed  a partnership  under  the  to  the 

Cole  & Stevens,  adding  a !^ershiplasted 

original  establishment,  and  this  p to0k  the 

about  twelve  years,  when  ['■  wn  name  f°r 
business  and  conducted  it  in 
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:ighteen  months.  On  selling  out  to  Elon  Fair- 
ee  he  became  a salesman  for  the  Omaha  Beef 
Company,  and  after  serving  in  that  capacity  for 
i year  became,  in  1895,  a partner  in  the  con- 
:ern.  his  popularity  and  business  sagacity  mak- 
ng  him  a valued  member. 

Mr.  Cole  married  Sarah  Baker,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  and  Esther  (White)  Baker,  of  Sylvan 
Lake,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  two  children 
nave  been  born  of  this  union — Etta  Irene  and 
Alfred  Henry.  Mr.  Cole  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  St.  James  Episcopal  Church  of  Danbury, 
and  take  an  active  part  in  social  life.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum;  in 
politics  he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 


DANIEL  B.  SHELTON,  an  enterprising 

young  agriculturist  and  dairyman  of  the 

town  of  Huntington,  is  the  owner  of  a fine  farm 
four  and  one-half  miles  from  the  village  of  Shel- 
ton, and  his  management  of  the  estate  is  marked 
by  the  scientific  knowledge  and  skill  which  char- 
acterize the  modern  farmer. 

Mr.  Shelton  is  a representative  of  one  of  the 
leading  families  of  histown,  his  great-grandfather, 
James  Shelton,  grandfather,  Elisha  Shelton,  and 
father,  Beach  Shelton,  having  all  been  prosper- 
ous agriculturists  there.  Elisha  Shelton  married 
Miss  Betsy  Shelton,  of  the  same  town,  and  they 
had  three  children:  Beach,  out  subject’s  father; 

James,  a farmer  and  surveyor,  who  is  still  living; 
and  Amanda,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty,  un- 
married. 

The  late  Beach  Shelton  was  born  in  1833  at 
the  old  homestead,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  was  for 
many  years  an  active  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  His  death  occurred  March  9,  1893, 
and  his  estimable  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  E.  Smith,  survives  him.  She  was  born  in 
New  Haven  county,  the  daughter  of  Ephraim 
and  Esther  (Holbrook)  Smith,  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  John  Smith.  They  became  the  parents  of 
six  children,  namely:  Annie,  who  married  War- 
ren C.  Hubbell,  a farmer  of  Huntington  town- 
ship; Daniel  B.,  our  subject,  who  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below;  Abbie  C.,  who  is  unmarried; 
Frederick,  a watchmaker  in  Shelton,  who  mar- 
ried Carrie  C.  Curtis,  daughter  of  David  Curtis; 
Sarah  E.,  a successful  teacher  in  Shelton,  and 
Lucy,  who  is  employed  as  a typewriter  in  the 
same  village. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  14.  1863,  in  the 
town  of  Huntington,  and  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the  local 


1 schools.  From  early  manhood  he  has  been  en- 
| gaged  in  farming  and  dairying,  and  his  tract  of 
| 250  acres  enables  him  to  do  business  on  a large 
scale;  he  has  an  extensive  milk  route.  He  also 
conducts  a cider  mill  and  a steam  sawmill  upon 
the  estate.  Like  his  father,  he  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican. As  a public-spirited  citizen  he  can  be 
relied  upon  to  forward  any  worthy  movement  in 
his  locality,  and  he  contributes  regularly  to  the 
| support  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

On  February  24,  1886,  Mr.  Shelton  married 
Miss  Hattie  I.  Beardsley,  and  five  children 
brighten  their  home:  Raymond  B.,  Sarah  E., 

Ada  L. , Gladys  E.  and  Roy.  Mrs.  Shelton  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Monroe,  the  daughter  of 
Charles  A.  Beardsley,  granddaughter  of  John  G. 
Beardsley,  a farmer  and  shoemaker  by  occupa- 
tion, and  great-granddaughter  of  James  F. 
Beardsley.  Her  father  was  also  a native  of 
Monroe  township,  and  her  mother,  whose 
I maiden  name  was  Mary  J.  Peck,  was  born  in 
Newtown,  the  daughter  of  Norman  S.  Peck. 


CHARLES  COMSTOCK  owns  and  conducts 
a farm  in  Weed  street,  New  Canaan,  of 
which  his  great-grandfather,  Abram  Comstock, 
was  the  first  resident.  The  latter  was  an  ex- 
tensive landholder  here  and  elsewhere,  and  at 
one  time  owned  land  where  the  city  of  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.,  now  stands.  The  family  has  always 
been  a prominent  one  in  New  Canaan  and  Fair- 
field  county. 

Enoch  Comstock,  son  of  Abram  Comstock, 
was  born  on  the  home  farm  in  New  Canaan,  and 
there  passed  his  entire  life,  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  He  was  a very  prosperous  man, 
working  his  tract  of  too  acres  with  fine  results. 
He  married  Anna  Weed,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children — Cephas,  of  Marathon,  N.  Y. ; Watts; 
John,  who  from  the  age  of  forty  was  a hermit  in 
Massachusetts;  and  Abraham,  who  died  young. 

Watts  Comstock,  the  father  of  Charles  Com- 
stock, was  born  in  1791  in  Canaan  parish,  on  the 
old  farm,  where  he  too  passed  the  greater  part  of 
his  life.  He  engaged  in  farming  on  the  home 
place,  which  he  inherited;  but  he  was  a student 
all  his  life,  a man  of  broad  ideas,  and  had  large 
interests  outside  of  the  regular  routine  of  farm 
life.  Always  a devout  supporter  of  the  Baptist 
faith,  he  gave  the  land  and  the  larger  part  of  the 
funds  for  the  Baptist  church  at  New  Canaan,  and 
he  took  a deep  interest  in  local  Church  work  and 
all  religious  movements.  He  was  well  educated, 
an  excellent  Greek  scholar  and  a close  student  of 
the  Bible,  and  prepared  himself  for  the  Baptist 
ministry,  but  he  was  not  ordained.  Active  and 
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public-minded  in  everything  for  the  common  country;  in  his  youth  he  learned  the  mason's 
good,  he  was  honored  with  several  local  offices,  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  time  before 
among  them  those  of  selectman  and  justice  of  the  corning  to  the  United  States  in  1 866.  He  mar- 
peace,  and  was  chosen  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  ried  Miss  Ann  Shannon,  a native  of  the  same 
represent  the  district  in  the  State  Legislature  and  county  in  Ireland,  and  they  had  fourteen  chil- 
State  Senate,  honors  which  he  carried  with  be-  dren,  of  whom  the  following  lived  to  adult  age, 
coming  dignity,  discharging  the  accompanying  I all  residing  in  Bridgeport:  Matthew  J,,  a liquor 

duties  with  characteristic  thoughtfulness  and  con-  dfealer  on  Cannon  street;  John,  who  is  with  our 
scientiousness.  He  was  president  of  the  New  subject:  Mary,  wife  of  Frank  Tracey;  Michael 
Canaan  National  Bank  from  the  time  of  its  forma-  J.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Thomas,  who  is  in  the 
tion  until  his  death,  which  occurred  May  7,  1876.  1 employ  of  our  subject;  Joseph,  an  employe  of 
Mr.  Comstock  was  married  in  New  Canaan  to  the  Graphaphone  Company:  and  George,  who  is 
Nancy  Hoyt,  who  passed  away  in  1875  at  the  clerk  in  a shoe  store. 

advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Nine  children  Michael  J.  Maloney  was  a boy  when  his  par- 

came  to  them,  of  whom  Andrew  K.  and  Erastus  1 ents  came  to  Bridgeport,  and  here  he  received 
are  deceased;  William  is  in  California;  Anna  I the  greater  part  of  his  education.  On  leaving 
fMrs.  Avers)  and  Frances  (Mrs.  Robert  J.  Bates)  I school  he  worked  for  a time  at  screw-making,  but 
live  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Stephen  is  dead;  i at  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  became  connected 
Charles  lives  on  the  home  farm;  Appollos  is  de-  j with  a bottling  establishment  in  Bridgeport, 
ceased:  Edwin  is  a resident  of  Denver,  Colorado.  I where  he  learned  the  details  of  the  liquor  busi- 
Charles  Comstock  was  born  September  27,  I ness.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  retail  liquor  trade 
)S34,  on  the  old  home  place  in  New  Canaan,  I on  Elm  street,  in  1890  selling  out  and  opening 
where  in  his  boyhood  he  attended  the  public  I his  prtsent  store  at  the  corner  of  Jones  avenue 
schools  of  the  district.  He  also  had  theadvant-  | and  James  street.  In  1892  he  bought  a bottling 
age  of  his  father's  learning,  receiving  much  of  his  1 establishment  from  George  Vorschmitt,  and  since 
literary  education  at  home.  When  nineteen  I that  time  has  carried  on  the  business  in  connec- 
years  old  he  took  charge  of  the  home  farm,  | tion  with  his  retail  trade,  bottling  ales,  porter . 
which  he  has  operated  ever  since,  making  many  lager,  and  mineral  waters  of  all  kinds  for  I f 
improvements  which  have  materially  increased  I local  market,  and  he  also  has  some  out-of-town 
the  value  of  the  place.  The  appearance  of  his  1 customers.  Politically,  Mr.  Maloney  is  a Demo 
land  is  sufficient  evidence  of  his  industry’  and  I crat,  and  he  and  his  family  are  identified  »i 
ability’,  his  success  being  but  the  natural  result  of  | the  Catholic  Church.  He  is  popular  socia  J. 
steady  work  and  good  methods.  There  are  | and  belongs  to  the  Arion  Society,  the 
many  relics  of  his  ancestors  in  the  house  and  I Circle,  Brotherhood  of  the  Union.  Hi  erma 
about  the  place,  but  it  is  modern  in  its  comforts.  I Emmetts,  and  Foresters  of  America,  ie"^( 
In  September,  1861,  our  subject  was  married  to  1 charter  member  of  the  local  branch  of  e 
Mary  P.  Chichester,  who  was  born  at  Pound  j named  order. 

Ridge.  Westchester  Co.,  N.  V.,  daughter  of  . On  November  14,  1888,  Mr.  Maloney 
Alanson  Chichester.  She  died  in  November,  I ried  Miss  Maggie  Williams,  daughter  0 1 
1891,  leaving  six  children,  namely:  Genevieve  Williams,  of  Bridgeport.  She  die  I 

fMrs.  Brinckerhoff),  of  New  Canaan;  Frances  A.,  1893,  and  in  1S95  he  married  155  grj(jpe- 

living  in  Ponus  street,  New  Canaan;  Lena  C.  O’Brien,  daughter  of  John  0 Brie"' °fi  . mar. 

fMrs.  Alfred  S.  Weed),  of  New  Canaan:  William  port.  Two  children  were  born  0 t e - ^ 

M.,  residing  in  Springfield,  Mass.;  Charles  A.  riage:  Maigaret,  who  is  at  home,  an 

and  Mary  P.,  who  live  at  home.  Mr.  Comstock  ceased. 


takes  no  active  part  in  politics,  or,  indeed,  in 
public  matters.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a 
member  of  the  New  Canaan  Episcopal  Church. 

MrlCHAEL  J.  MALONEY,  3 well-known 
citizen  of  Bridgeport,  and  an  enterprising 
and  successful  business  man,  was  born  January 
1,  1858,  at  Oldbury,  England,  of  Irish  ancestry. 
His  grandparents  were  farming  people  in  Ireland, 
and  John  Maloney,  his  father,  who  is  now  a re- 
'ired  resident  of  Bridgeport,  was  born  in  that 


F1LL1AM  T.  WILLIAMS,  an  enterprjf 
' and  energetic  business  man  of 
estport,  where  he  is  conducting 
v business,  was  born  in  Westport, 
ty,  November  26  1 860.  , Eng. 

lr.  Williams,  on  his  fathers.'^ 
descent.  For  years  the  W'll,a*S  \Vill- 

1 in  the  town  of  Darien,  where  Geo^  ^ 

, the  father  of  our  subject.  .^e(J 

e his  father,  William  Williams, 
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George  Williams  early  in  life  learned  the  trade 
of  an  iron-worker,  and  for  many  years  followed 
same  in  Bridgeport,  ironing  carriages  and  other 
vehicles.  He  married  Mary  Connelly,  a na- 
tive of  County  Meath,  Ireland,  and  shortly 
afterward  they  settled  in  Westport,  where  the 
following  named  five  children  were  born  to  them: 
Charles  E.,  now  a hatter  at  South  Norwalk; 
Elizabeth,  unmarried;  George,  a hatter  by  trade, 
residing  in  Westport;  William  T.,  our  subject; 
and  Thomas,  who  died  in  inlancy.  The  father 
of  this  family  is  a Democrat  in  his  political 
views.  He  is  a good  citizen,  and  manifests  an 
interest  in  all  measures  that  look  to  the  greatest 
good  of  the  community.  The  mother  passed 
away  in  1S96,  and  her  death  was  mourned  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

William  T.  Williams  grew  up  in  Westport, 
and  attended  the  common  schools  there.  He 
learned  the  hatter’s  trade  in  South  Norwalk,  and 
worked  at  that  business  some  twelve  years;  dur- 
ing the  last  year  he  was  so  engaged,  embarking 
in  the  liquor  business  in  Westport,  in  which  he 
has  ever  since  continued.  About  six  years  ago  he 
also  began  a livery  business  in  the  town,  starting 
on  a small  scale,  but  he  has  gradually  increased 
his  stock  until  he  now  has  a well-equipped  stable, 
and  is  doing  a good  business.  He  is  genial  and 
affable  in  manner,  accommodating  and  obliging 
— just  the  kind  of  a man  that  the  public  is 
pleased  to  deal  with.  He  has  erected  a com- 
fortable residence,  commodious  livery  stable  and 
neat  saloon.  Mr.  Williams  takes  a commend- 
able interest  in  public  affairs,  in  national  matters 
voting  with  the  Democrats,  but  in  local  affairs  he 
is  entirely  independent  in  his  political  actions. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a member  of  the  Order  of  For- 
esters and  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians. 

In  1886  our  subject  was  married  to  Bridget 
Rice,  a native  of  Westport,  who  is  a daughter 
of  Michael  Rice,  of  Irish  descent,  and  to  this 
marriage  two  children  have  been  born,  namely: 
Robert  and  Vincent.  The  family  attend  the  Cath- 
olic Church. 


IJrERBERT  M.  CLAPP,  M.  D.,  a rising 
=3--  young  physician  and  surgeon  of  Stratford, 
IS  winning  an  enviable  reputation  by  his  ability 
and  skill  in  his  chosen  profession,  and  his  friends 
look  forward  with  confidence  to  a brilliant  and 
useful  career  for  him. 

The  Doctor  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock, 
distinguished  for  learning  and  mental  acumen, 
and  Dr.  Thomas  Clapp,  who  served  as  president 
°(  Yale  College  for  twenty-seven  years,  was  a 
member  of  his  family.  The  first  ancestor  of 


whom  we  have  a definite  account  was  Thomas 
Clapp,  a native  of  England,  who  settled  at  Wey- 
mouth, Mass.,  about  1635.  Samuel  Clapp,  our 
subject's  grandfather,  was  a business  man  in 
Norton,  Mass.  His  son  John  W.,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Norton,  Mass.,  and  now 
resides  in  Boston.  By  occupation  he  is  a ma- 
chinist and  draftsman,  and  he  has  much  inven- 
tive genius,  having  devised  many  important  in- 
ventions, such  as  machines  for  knitting  and  sew- 
ing. He  and  his  wife,  who  was  formerly  Miss 
Mary  J.  Grover,  of  Massachusetts,  have  had  two 
children:  Herbert  M.,  our  subject,  and  Olive 

L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 

Doctor  Clapp  was  born  April  6,  1 866,  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  where  for  some  years  he  attended 
the  public  schools,  including  the  high  schools. 
Later  he  studied  for  four  or  five  years  under  pri- 
vate tutors,  and  then  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  Yale  College.  After  studying  there  for 
a time  he  went  to  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Vermont,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  1890,  and  in  the  same  year  he  took  the  ex- 
amination before  the  New  York  State  Board  of 
Regents,  receiving  a license  to  practice  in  that 
Commonwealth.  He  first  located  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  continued  in  practice  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1S97,  when  he  settled  at  Stratford. 
There  he  has  met  with  gratifying  success  from 
the  start,  and  he  already  enjoys  a fine  practice. 
Socially  he  is  popular,  but  the  numerous  socie- 
ties with  which  he  has  been  identified  in  other 
cities  are  now  too  far  away  for  him  to  continue 
in  active  membership.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  and  in  religious  faith  is  a Con- 
gregationalist. 

In  1892  Doctor  Clapp  married  Miss  Charlotte 
Peck,  of  New  York  City,  a daughter  of  Joseph 
Peck,  who  was  a native  of  Lancaster,  England. 
One  daughter  has  blessed  this  union,  Olive 
Louise,  born  June  20,  1893. 


PATRICK  J.  FISHER,  one  of  Danbury’s 
faithful  guardians  of  the  peace,  has  been 
connected  for  a number  of  years  with  various 
departments  of  the  municipal  government,  his 
able  dischatge  of  duty  winning  him  the  approba- 
tion of  all  classes. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  born  in  Albany,  N.  Y., 
November  4,  1854,  the  son  of  Dennis  and  Mary 
(Buckley)  Fisher,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Ireland;  the  father  died  in  1862.  There  were 
five,  children  in  the  family:  Anna,  Patrick  J., 
John,  Dennis  and  William. 

When  our  subject  was  three  months  old  his 
parents  removed  to  Danbury,  and  there  he  grew 
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lo  manhood,  receiving  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  to 
work  at  the  hatter's  trade  receiving  $2.50  per 
week,  and  he  spent  over  two  years  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  E.  M.  Sturtevant,  after  which  he 
took  a contract  with  the  Tweedy  Manufacturing 
Company,  remaining  with  them  for  about  ten 
years.  He  then  received  his  present  appoint- 
ment in  the  police  department,  the  duties  of 
which  he  has  continued  to  fill  with  signal  success. 
He  has  also  been  actively  identified  with  the  fire 
department,  and  when  but  seventeen  years  old 
was  elected  to  membership  in  the  Humane  Hose 
Company.  At  twenty-one  he  was  made  assistant 
foreman,  and  later  was  elected  foreman,  and  was 
finally  chosen  chief  engineer  of  the  department, 
a position  which  he  held  for  two  years.  He  was 
a member  of  the  board  of  water  commissioners 
of  the  borough,  and  served  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  until  Danbury  was  organized  as  a 
city.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  local  politics, 
being  one  of  the  steadfast  supporters  of  the 
Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Fisher  married  Miss  Margaret  T.  Shannon, 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Pendergast) 
Shannon,  and  five  children  have  blessed  their 
union:  Dennis,  Annie,  William,  and  John,  who 
ate  still  at  home,  and  Margaret,  who  lived  only 
tlnee  months.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  are  both 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
take  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  that  society. 


DAVID  BURR  CURTISS,  a leading  agri- 
culturist of  the  town  of  Trumbull,  now  oc- 
cupies the  old  Curtiss  homestead,  a fine  estate 
near  the  village  of  Nichols.  He  is  a representa- 
tive of  a family  well-known  and  highly  respected 
in  tins  section,  and  is  of  the  eighth  generation 
in  descent  from  William  Curtiss,  who  came  from 
England  in  1632  and  settled  at  Roxbury,  Mass., 
where  he  died  two  years  later.  As  a genea- 
logical tecord  of  the  family  appears  elsewhere, 
it  will  suffice  to  trace  here  the  line  of  descent  to 
our  subject,  which  includes  William  (2),  who 
located  at  Stratford  in  1639;  Zachariah,  born 
No\  ember  14,  1659,  who  married  Hannah 

Porter:  Zachariah  (2),  who  died  in  1748;  Mitch- 
ell, born  about  1722:  Daniel  Mitchell,  who  was 
born  at  Stratford,  January  5,  1755.  and  made 
his  home  at  Nichols;  and  David,  our  subject's 
fathei . 

Hon.  David  Curtiss  was  burn  in  Nichols. 
February  9,  1786.  a son  of  Daniel  Mitchell  Cur- 
tiss and  his  wife,  Huldah  ('Burn.  In  early  man- 
hood lie  engaged  in  farming  at  the  old  home- 
stead, which  was  finally  divided  between  him  and 


a brother,  and  in  1834  he  built  a new  residence 
fronting  on  the  Huntington  road;  his  death  oc- 
curred there  in  1863,  when  he  was  seventy-seven 
years  of  age.  Like  all  of  his  name  he  was  an 
excellent  citizen,  and  for  many  years  he  was  a 
prominent  member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
at  Nichols,  which  he  helped  to  organize  at  an 
early  date.  Politically  he  was  first  a Whig,  and 
later  a Republican,  and  at  one  time  he  repre- 
sented his  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  In 
1833  he  was  married  in  Nichols  to  Miss  Nancy 
Osborne  (born  in  1814,  died  in  1892),  a daughter 
of  Isaac  Osborne,  a respected  resident  of  that 
locality.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  their 
three  children:  Cordelia  (now  deceased)  married 
Thaddeus  H.  Blood,  of  Bridgeport,  and  had  one 
son,  Frederick  C.:  Charles  S.  resides  in  Monroe, 
this  county. 

David  Burr  Curtiss  was  born  December  23, 
1835,  at  his  present  homestead,  and  during  boy- 
hood attended  the  public  schools  of  the  vicinity 
and  also  a select  school.  In  early  manhood  he 
worked  for  some  time  in  a saddler's  shop,  and 
later  was  employed  by  a carriage-maker,  but 
after  the  death  of  his  father  he  took  charge  of 
the  homestead.  He  is  a progressive  farmer, 
keeping  well  informed  upon  modern  methods, 
and  is  a member  of  the  Stratford  Grange.  Polit- 
ical life  has  no  attractions  for  him,  but  he  is 
interested  in  local  movements  of  a non-partisan 
nature,  and  is  especially  active  in  religious  work 
as  a member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  at 
Nichols,  in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  warden. 
On  September  27,  1857,  Mr.  Curtiss  was  married 
in  that  church  to  Miss  Eleanor  Lewis,  daughter 
of  Geotge  T.  Lewis,  and  .two  children  have 
blessed  the  union:  Charles  Burr  and  Ella  May. 
The  daughter  married  Frederick  A.  Curtiss,  prin- 
cipal of  the  schools  at  Saybrook,  Conn.,  and 
they  have  two  sons,  John  Raymond  and  Joseph 
Burr. 


W /-ALTER  STAPLETON,  proprietor  of  the 
"Eldorado  Cafd  ” in  Bridgeport,  is  an 
energetic  and  enterprising  young  man,  who  has 
won  financial  success  through  his  own  efforts. 

Born  in  Bridgeport,  in  January,  1865,  Mr. 
Stapleton  is  a son  of  Dennis  Stapleton,  and  a 
grandson  of  lames  Stapleton,  who  was  a lifelong 
resident  of  County  Tipperary,  Ireland.  Dennis 
Stapleton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  is  a 
native  of  County  Tipperary,  born  in  1819.  catne 
when  twenty-eight  years  of  age  to  America, 
locating  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the  trade 
of  stationary  engineer,  and  after  thirty-two  years 
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■of  continuous  work  at  his  calling,  for  Philo  H. 
Skidmore,  of  Bridgeport,  he  retired,  having 
spent  the  last  six  years  of  his  life  in  well-earned 
leisure.  He  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  pol- 
itics. and  is  a stanch  Democrat:  in  religious  faith 
he  is  a Roman  Catholic.  His  wife,  Hannah 
(MacAuliff),  who  died  December  24,  1891,  was  a 
native  of  Cork,  Ireland.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren: William,  a machinist  in  Bridgeport; 

Maggie,  who  is  unmarried;  John,  formerly  a ma- 
chinist, who  died  December  27,  1 S95 : George 
F.,  a machinist  in  Bridgeport;  Walter,  our  sub- 
ject; James,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Miss  Mary 
A.,  a successful  school  teacher. 

Mr.  Stapleton's  education  was  obtained  in  the 
schools  of  Bridgeport,  and  when  eighteen  years 
old  he  became  a clerk  in  a grocery  store  con- 
ducted by  his  brother.  After  two  years  in  that 
position  he  was  employed  five  years  as  foreman 
for  the  Naugatuck  Ice  Company,  and  later  he  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  carbonated 
beverages,  in  which  he  has  since  continued.  In 
connection  he  conducts  the  saloon  known  as  the 
“Eldorado  Caf£  ” at  Nos.  509-511  Water 
street,  Bridgeport,  in  the  “Atlantic  Hotel”  build- 
ing, his  establishment  being  as  fine  as  any  of  the 
kind  in  the  city.  In  July,  1899,  he  accepted  the 
sole  agency  for  Kutscher  Bros.  Weiss  beer.  He 
is  a member  of  the  local  board  of  trade.  Not- 
withstanding his  business  cares,  Mr.  Stapleton 
finds  t ime  to  take  part  in  local  affairs,  being  an 
active  worker  in  the  Democratic  organization, 
and  at  present  he  is  a member  of  the  State  Cen- 
tral Committee  from  the  Fourteenth  Senatorial 
District.  For  two  years  he  served  on  the  board 
of  fire  commissioners  under  appointment  made 
June  1,  1896.  He  is  popular  socially,  being 
identified  with  the  Turners,  Foresters,  Elks, 
Arions,  Hibernians  and  other  fraternal  orders. 
On  October  27,  1897,  Mr.  Stapleton  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Curley,  find  they  have  one  child, 
a daughter,  named  Marie. 


FRED  a.  BURR.  This  enterprising  young 
business  man  of  Plattsville  is  successfully 
engaged  in  general  mercantile  business,  and  also 
conducts  extensive  milling  operations,  his  execu- 
tive ability  and  energy  proving  equal  to  the  task 
of  managing  these  varied  interests  in  a thor- 
oughly satisfactory  manner. 

Mr.  Burr  belongs  to  one  of  the  old  families 
of  F airfield  township,  and  his  grandfather,  Eb- 
enezer  Burr,  who  was  killed  by  the  cars,  was 
horn  in  that  town  and  followed  farming  there 
for  many  years.  William  Burr,  our  subject's 
father,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  where 


he  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for 
many  years.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics  and 
has  been  somewhat  active  in  local  affairs,  hold- 
ing minor  offices  at  times.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Catherine  Burr  Sherwood,  is  a 
sister  of  Moses  Sherwood,  a well-known  resi- 
dent of  the  town  of  Westport.  Eight  children 
were  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  viz.:  Annie  S. , 
wife  of  G.  W.  Cole,  of  Bridgeport,  now  a res- 
ident of  Long  Hill;  Harriet,  wife  of  Dr.  E.  N. 
Sargent,  of  Passaic,  N.  J.;  Sarah  B.,  who  mar- 
ried E.  Grummond,  of  Bridgeport;  William  O., 
a farmer  at  the  old  homestead,  in  Fairfield; 
Fred  A.,  our  subject;  Catherine,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Mary  T.  and  Louise  A.,  who  are  at 
home. 

Fred  A.  Burr  was  born  February  4,  1868,  at 
the  old  home  in  Fairfield,  and  his  education  was 
begun  in  the  district  schools  of  the  locality. 
Later  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  the 
academy  in  Fairfield  village.and  the  Yale  business 
college,  where  he  completed  his  course  of  study 
in  1889.  For  a year  he  was  employed  as  a book- 
keeper in  Bridgeport,  after  which  he  returned 
home,  remaining  about  five  years.  In  July,  1895, 
he  removed  to  the  village  of  Plattsville  and  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a dealer  in  groceries,  feed 
and  general  merchandise,  and  at  the  same  time 
took  charge  of  a sawmill,  gristmill  and  cider-mill, 
which  he  conducts  successfully.  He  takes  a 
keen  interest  in  politics,  being  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican, and  is  always  ready  to  assist  in  any  move- 
ment which  promises  to  benefit  the  community. 
In  1897  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  local  board 
of  relief,  and  for  a number  of  years  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  Grange. 

Mr.  Burr  married  Miss  Alice  I.  Bright,  and 
one  son,  Frederick  S.,  has  blessed  the  union. 
Mrs.  Burr  is  a native  of  Bridgeport,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Charles  A.  H.  Bright,  a well-known  res- 
ident of  that  city.  She  possesses  rare  gifts  as  a 
musician  and  is  an  accomplished  pianist,  having 
studied  under  Prof.  Walter  J.  Hall,  of  New  York 
City.  At  present  a number  of  pupils  at  Fair- 
field,  Southport,  and  other  places  in  the  vicinity 
are  pursuing  their  musical  studies  under  her  in- 
struction. 


WILLIAM  1.  DAVIS,  a well-known  resident 
of  the  village  of  Long  Hill,  town  of  Trum- 
buIl~comes  of  a long  line  of  ancestors  who  fol- 
lowed the  sea.  [See  sketch  of  Alonzo- D.  Davis, 
page  741 .] 

William  1.  Davis  is  a native  of  Long  Island, 
having  been  born  July  28,  1862,  in  Suffolk  county, 
N.  Y.,  whence,  when  he  was  six  years  old,  he  re- 
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moved  with  his  father’s  family  to  Bridgeport,  and 
in  that  city  his  school  days  were  passed.  On 
laying  aside  his  books  the  lad  secured  a position 
as  cutter  in  the  Bridgeport  Paper  Box  Factory, 
remaining  there  in  that  capacity  some  four  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  bookkeeper  in  the  plumbing  establishment 
of  L.  H.  Mills,  Bridgeport,  an  incumbency  he 
filled  four  years.  He  then  took  charge  of  Plumb 
& Winton’s  rendering  establishment  and  slaugh- 
ter house  in  the  same  city,  remaining  there,  also, 
four  years,  or  until  May  22,  1891,  at  which  time 
he  removed  to  the  town  of  Trumbull  and  bought 
out  the  distillery  business  of  D.  C.  Beach.  Mr. 
Davis  has  since  made  the  distilling  of  cider  brandy 
a specialty  in  his  line  of  business,  and  he  has  met 
with  gratifying  success. 

On  December  24,  1884,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Lillian  Lawrence,  daughter  of  Au- 
gust Lawrence,  of  Bridgeport,  and  two  children 
— Ethel  A.  and  Clyde  Lawrence — have  been  born 
to  them.  In  his  political  preietences  Mr.  Davis 
is  a Democrat,  and  for  four  years  he  was  Demo- 
cratic registrar  of  Trumbull.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  Mvtbra  Lodge  No.  S,  K.  of  P.,  and  of 
the  Bridgeport  Driving  Association,  and  he  al- 
ways takes  pleasure  in  aiding  such  enterprises  as 
look  to  the  development  of  the  lesources  of  Fair- 
field  county. 


GEORGE  E.  STURDEVANT,  an  energetic 
and  industrious  young  citizen  of  Danbury, 
has  built  up  a prosperous  trade  as  a carman  and 
furniture  mover.  For  some  time  he  was  in  part- 
nership with  others,  but  since  1889  he  has  con- 
ducted the  business  alone,  and  his  ability  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  his  custom  has  been 
doubled  in  that  time. 

Mr,  Sturdevant  is  a native  of  Connecticut 
and  a member  of  a highly-esteemed  family  of 
Bridgewater.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  a great- 
grandson  of  John  Sturdevant.  and  a grandson  of 
John  S.  and  Currence  C.  (Hatch)  Sturdevant. 
Eli  Sturdevant,  his  father,  was  born  in  Bridge- 
water  in  1835,  and  still  resides  there  upon  a 
farm.  His  wife,  Isabella  Tappen,  was  born  in 
1838  in  New  York  City,  the  daughter  of  George 
Tappen,  and  died  May  20,  1894.  Our  subject  is 
the  eldest  in  a family  of  seven  children,  the 
others  being  Angeline  A.,  John  S..  Franklin  W.. 
Isabella  T.  (who  died  in  infancy).  Helen  E.  and 
Arthur  H. 

George  E.  Sturdevant  was  born  February  2, 
1862,  at  the  old  home  in  Bridgewater,  and  there 
temained  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  ob- 
taining his  education  in  the  public  schools.  In 


August,  1880.  he  went  to  Roxbury,  Conn.,  where 
he  was  employed  as  a clerk  by  G.  W.  Herbert,  a 
general  merchant,  and  at  that  time  the  post- 
master of  the  town.  In  November,  1884,  Mr. 
Sturdevant  moved  to  Danbury,  and  after  spend- 
ing over  a vear  clerking  in  the  store  of  Chaon- 
cey  Beers,  his  wife’s  brother,  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Smith  Beers  in  the  trucking  and  carting 
business.  In  December,  1886,  he  purchased  an 
interest  in  this  enterprise,  and  six  months  later 
W.  H.  Latin  bought  a half-interest  from  Mr. 
Beers,  the  firm  being  then  reorganized  under  the 
style  of  Sturdevant  & Latin.  This  partnership 
continued  two  years,  Mr.  Sturdevant  in  1889  be- 
coming the  sole  owner  of  the  business,  to  which 
he  has  devoted  his  attention  with  most  gratifying 
results. 

On  October  5,  1883,  our  subject  married 
Miss  Laura  Beers,  daughter  of  Chauncey  A.  and 
Laura  (Dunning)  Beers.  She  is  a member  of 
one  of  the  old  families  of  this  section,  being  a 
granddaughter  of  Philo  Beers.  Two  children 
have  blessed  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sturde- 
vant, viz. : Isabella  T.  and  Gertrude  E.  Politi- 
1 callv,  Mr.  Sturdevant  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
j takes  much  interest  in  the  various  problems  ot 
the  time.  In  municipal  affairs  he  is  active  an 
I influential,  and  in  1895  he  was  elected  from  the 
j Second  ward  to  the  common  council  of  DanDu  j 
I for  a term  of  two  years.  He  belongs  to  'anou 
j social  organizations,  including  the  hn'Pht-j 
Honor  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Red  Men, 
and  he  and  his  wife  attend  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Sturdevant  is 
member. 

El.ANlEL  A.  GORMAN,  member  of  the  firm 
J of  Gorman,  Wixted  & Crowe,  manufa  urers 
of  hats.  Bethel,  Fairfield  county,  is  a nati 
that  borough,  born  December  4.  l87°-  was 
Anthonv  Gorman,  father  of  our  - J ' . d 
born  in  County  Clare,  Ireland,  in  18  J ’ndjfc 
February  24, _ 1872.  When  a - ° ^ Conn., 
came  to  the  United  States  an  wi(j,  Orrin 

where  he  learned  the  trade  of  . y some 
Benedict,  following  same  in  lohanna 

vears.  In  Bethel  he  was  married  to  ^ 

Culahane.  also  a native  of 1 Coon t c ^ 

land,  and  they  had  one  child  Dani 
father  was  a member  of  th< e R ^ g Dem. 
Church  at  Danbury,  and  in  pobti  . 

ocrat.  ,.  ...reived  his 

Daniel  A.  Gorman,  our  su 1 j ■ hej  and  at 
education  at  the  public  schoo  inker's  hat 
,he  age  of  thirteen  years  entered  Mee^  ^ 
factory  in  Danbury,  remaining 
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after  which  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Bethel 
Hat  Forming  Company,  also  for  a year.  He 
then  worked  for  Cole  & Ambler  four  years;  in 
F.  W.  Smith’s  factory,  at  Bethel,  two  years;  for 
Andrews  &•  MacKenzie,  two  years:  and  for 
Schoonmaker  & Burns  a short  time.  In  1893 
he  went  into  partnership  with  Anthony  A Gor- 
man, John  P.  Wixted,  James  M.  Wixted  and 
Lawrence  C.  Crowe,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Gorman,  Wixted  &:  Crowe,  manufacturers  of 
hand-made  stiff  hats.  After  occupying  the  Reed 
factory  for  six  months,  they  rented  the  “Wil- 
lows.” which  was  burned  in  January,  1894,  when 
they* returned  to  the  Reid  building;  in  July,  1894, 
they  bought  the  “Willow’s’  property,  rebuilt 
the  factory,  and  once  more  occupied  it;  but  in 
January,  1896,  it  was  again  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  the  firm  a second  time  returned  to  the  Reid 
building,  w’here  they  have  since  remained.  Mr. 
Gorman  is  a member  of  St.  Mary’s  Catholic 
Church  at  Bethel;  socially  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  Pavia  Council,  at 
Bethel;  and  in  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  . 


J'AMES  C.  FIELD,  a well-to-do  agriculturist 
of  the  town  of  Easton,  owns  a fine  farm  of 
22;  acres  near  the  village  of  Stepney,  and  his 
scientific  management  of  the  estate  shows  that 
he  possesses  the  progressive  spirit  and  foresight 
which  should  characterize  the  typical  American 
farmer. 

Mr.  Field  comes  of  a good  old  Colonial  family, 
and  his  great-grandfather  Field  was  a resident  of 
the  town  of  Ridgefield,  this  county.  Joseph 
Field,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Ridgefield 
January  30,  1771,  and  was  married  February  11, 
)Soi,  to  Miss  Mary  Rundle,  of  New  Fairfield, 
w’ho  was  born  January  28,  1781.  Soon  afterward 
he  settled  upon  a farm  in  Ridgefield  near  the 
New  York  line,  and  his  remaining  days  were 
spent  there.  His  wife  died  November  17,  1826. 
Of  their  eleven  children  our  subject’s  father  was 
the  youngest.  The  eldest,  Delight,  born  1803, 
married,  but  the  name  of  her  husband  is  not 
now  remembered;  Selah,  1803,  married  Ruth 
Ann  Birch  and  became  a farmer  in  Putnam 
county,  N.  Y. ; Electa,  1807,  married  John  Fair- 
child,  a farmerin  the  town  of  Danbury;  Harriet, 
1S09,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Betsey, 
>81],  died  unmarried;  Isaac  P.,  1812.  married 
Ann  Brush,  and  became  a farmer  in  the  town  of 
Danbury;  George,  1814,  died  in  early  manhood; 
Mary  Ann,  1817,  married  William  Cole,  a wagon- 
maker  in  New  York  State,  and  is  still  living; 
William  R.,  1819,  married,  and  died  in  1848; 
Jane,  1821,  married  a Mr.  Dixon,  of  Ohio. 


Hon.  Joseph  E.  Field,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  March  3,  1823,  in  the  town  of  Ridge- 
field, and  followed  farming  throughout  life, 
although  he  became  familiar  in  his  youth  with 
the  practical  details  of  the  hatter’s  trade.  He 
married  Miss  Julia  Ann  Cole,  who  was  born 
March  17,  1823,  the  daughter  of  Curtis  Cole,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Weston  township,  and  they 
made  their  home  in  the  town  of  Huntington, 
where  Mr.  Field’s  death  occurred  December  1, 
1895.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  residents  of 
the  locality,  taking  an  active  part  for  many  years 
in  the  business,  political  and  social  life  of  the 
town,  and  he  was  also  active  in  religious  work  as 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  in  addition  to 
filling  numerous  local  offices  he  served  at  one 
time  as  representative  in  the  State  Legislature 
from  the  towns  of  Easton  and  Huntington.  His 
estimable  wife  survives  him  with  three  children: 
Mary  D.,  who  married  William  S.  Wheeler,  of 
Easton,  now  a merchant  in  Shelton;  James  C., 
our  subject:  and  Anna  J.,  wife  of  H.  W.  Wright, 
a farmer  in  Newtown. 

James  C.  Field  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Huntington,  May  2,  1853;  and  during  his  youth 
gained  a knowledge  of  farm  work  by  assisting  his 
father  on  the  homestead.  He  attended  the  local 
schools  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen.  In 
1869  he  came  to  his  present  farm,  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  which  his  attention  has  since  been  mainly 
devoted.  For  about  twelve  years  he  resided  in 
Shelton,  where  he  held  the  office  of  chief  of  police, 
but  he  returned  to  the  homestead  and  resumed 
general  farming.  Mr.  Field  has  always  taken  a 
keen  interest  in  politics,  and  he  is  one  of  the  in- 
fluential Democrats  of  his  town,  having  held 
several  important  official  positions,  including  that 
of  selectman,  in  which  he  is  now  serving  his 
second  term.  Socially  he  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  Fraternity. 

On  September  26,  1876,  our  subject  married 
Miss  Mary  Platt,  daughter  of  Allen  Platt,  a highly- 
esteemed  resident  of  the  town  of  Monroe.  She 
died  December  21,  1889,  and  on  February  11, 
1890,  he  remarried.  He  has  three  attractive 
daughters,  two  by  the  first  marriage,  Hattie  T. 
and  Julia,  and  one.  Adelaide,  by  the  second. 


JfOHN  REYNOLDS,  wholesale  dealer  in  wines 
I and  liquors  at  Bridgeport,  is  the  proprietor 
of  a large  establishment  at  Nos.  386  and  388 
Water  street,  and  enjoys  an  extensive  patronage. 
He  is  the  agent  in  that  city  for  P.  Ballantine  & 
Son's  celebrated  ales  and  lager,  and  also  bottles 
a superior  variety  of  lager  for  family  use. 
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Our  subject  was  born  in  1848  in  County 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  a son  of  Edward  and  Susan 
(Mullen)  Reynolds,  reputable  farming  people  of 
that  locality.  This  worthy  couple  had  several 
children,  but  John  is  the  only  one  now  living. 

Mr.  Reynolds  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  land,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  came  to 
the  United  States,  where  he  hoped  to  find  better 
business  opportunities  than  his  own  country 
ofiered.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  the  New 
World  he  settled  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  for 
some  five  years  was  employed  driving  a grocery 
wagon.  He  then  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness for  his  own  account  at  No.  104  N.  Washing- 
ton avenue,  where  he  carried  on  an  extensive 
and  profitable  trade  until  1 888 . On  retiring  from 
that  business  he  bought  the  liquor  store  at  the 
corner  of  Grand  and  Main  streets  formerly  owned 
by  John  Bee,  and  this  he  conducted  at  the  old 
stand,  corner  of  Grand  and  Main  streets,  until 
1890.  when  he  removed  to  his  present  place  of 
business.  Politically  Mr.  Reynolds  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party. 


P ATRICK  J.  DONOVAN.  The  brave  sons  of 
_ Ireland  have  never  been  found  wanting 
where  there  was  need  for  gallant  fighters  in  the 
•cause  of  freedom,  and  during  the  Civil  war  many 
a native  of  the  Emerald  Isle  marched  shoulder 
to  shoulder  with  the  descendants  of  Revolution- 
ary soldiers.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a 
prominent  business  man  of  Bridgeport,  won  an 
honorable  record  by  his  courage  and  daring  in 
battle,  and  the  story  of  his  life  cannot  fail  to  in- 
terest every  true  American. 

Mr.  Donovan  was  born  March  20,  1843,  in 
County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  where  his  family  has 
resided  for  many  generations.  James  Donovan, 
our  subject’s  father,  was  born  and  reared  in  that 
county,  and  in  early  manhood  engaged  in  farm- 
ing there,  but  in  1849  he  came  to  America,  lo- 
cating first  in  Haydenville,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
employed  in  a brass  foundry.  Later  he  pur- 
chased a farm  near  Hampden,  Mass.,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1881.  He  married  Margaret 
Hennessey,  of  County  Tippet  ary,  Ireland,  and 
had  children  as  follows:  John,  James,  Patrick  J., 
Edward,  Peter,  Mary  and  Johanna,  Patrick  be- 
ing now  the  only  survivor. 

Our  subject  was  six  years  old  when  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic,  and  his  education  was  chiefly  ob- 
tained in  the  public  schools  of  Haydenville, 
Mass.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  began  to  learn 
the  brass  worker’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  his  enlistment  in  1862  in  Company  H,  37th 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry.  His  regiment 


was  assigned  to.  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
he  saw  much  active  service,  his  first  serious  en- 
gagement being  at  Fredericksburg  on  the  nth 
and  1 2th  of  December,  1862.  He  also  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Chancellorsville  and  Get- 
tysburg, being  slightly  wounded  in  the  leg  dur- 
ing the  latter  fight,  and  his  regiment  was  then 
sent  to  New  York  City  to  assist  in  quelling  the 
great  riot  there.  Later  he  was  in  the  battles  of 
Rappahannock  Station,  the  Wilderness,  Cold 
Harbor,  Spottsylvania,  where  he  was  wounded 
in  the  head,  and  Petersburg,  Va.,  his  regiment 
being  then  ordered  to  Washington  to  guard  that 
city  against  Early’s  threatened  raid..  His  next 
battle  was  the  famous  struggle  at  Winchester, 
and  there  he  was  left  for  dead  upon  the  field, 
a bullet  going  through  his  right  arm  and  body, 
and  breaking  off  a piece  of  the  shoulder  blade. 
On  finding  that  there  was  a chance  for  recovery, 
he  was  taken  to  a field  hospital  where  he  spent 
three  weeks,  and  later  was  transferred  to  Chest- 
nut Hill  Hospital  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  re- 
mained until  discharged  from  the  service  on  June 
15,  1865.  He  enlisted  as  a private,  and  for  gal- 
lant conduct  at  Fredericksburg  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  corporal.  At  the  battle  of  the  Wild- 
erness the  color  sergeant  was  shot,  and  Mr.  Don- 
ovan saved  the  flag  from  falling  at  the  risk  of  his 
own  life,  a feat  which  was  rewarded  by  an  ap- 
pointment to  the  now  vacant  post. 

On  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Donovan  returned 
to  Haydenville,  but  in  the  fall  of  1865  he  re- 
moved to  New’  Britain,  Conn.,  w’here  he  was 
employed  for  a year  and  a half  at  his  trade,  that 
of  a brass  worker.  In  February,  1867,  he  lo- 
cated at  Bridgeport,  and  after  working  ten  years 
for  Belknapp  & Burnham,  in  their  brass  foundry 
on  Cannon  street,  he  took  charge  of  the  plant 
for  two  years,  as  foreman  of  the  brass  foundry. 
He  then  operated  the  Belknapp  foundry  some 
four  years  as  foreman  for  them,  and  in  1883  he 
engaged  in  the  same  business  on  his  own  account, 
establishing  his  present  foundry  at  No.  125  Rail- 
road avenue.  He  commenced  with  one  or  two 
men,  and  has  increased  his  business  until  he  now 
employs  about  fifteen  men  the  year  around. 

On  November  4,  1872,  Mr.  Donovan  was 
married  in  Bridgeport  to  Miss  Catherine  A. 
Handlon,  and  their  home  is  brightened  by  three 
childien:  Alice,  Ruth,  Frank  and  John  Russell. 

The  family  is  much  esteemed  socially,  and  Mr. 
Donovan  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  lepiesentative 
members  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  of  his  city,  having 
been  an  active  worker  in  Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  Post 
No  3.  since  1867,  while  at  the  same  time  he  is 
among  the  oldest  members  of  the  order  in  the 
city.  In  his  business  he  has  been  successful, 
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and  has  accumulated  a comfortable  competence. 
The  same  spirit  which  made  a good  soldier  of 
him  has  made  him  the  successful  business  man 
he  is,  and  has  pushed  him  to  the  front.  Mr. 
Donovan  is  a Republican  on  National  matters; 
and  independent  in  local  affairs. 


JfOSIAH  L.  DAY,  a prominent  business  man 
i of  Danbury,  is  one  of  the  honored  veterans 
of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  in  the  cause 
of  freedom  until  disabled  by  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  army  life. 

On  the  paternal  side  Mr.  Day  is  of  English 
descent,  but  as  both  his  parents  died  during  his 
boyhood  he  has  but  little  knowledge  of  his  ances- 
try. David  D.  Day,  his  father,  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  and  married  Ruth  A.  Wakeman,  a lady 
of  French  descent,  who  was  born  probably  in 
Connecticut.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
settled  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Day  following  his 
trade  of  ship  carpenter  there  until  JS42,  when 
he  moved  to  Georgetown,  Conn.,  where  his 
death  occurred  about  1848.  His  wife  died  in 
1845,  a°d  of  their  seven  children  the  first  two 
died  in  infancy;  Charles  was  drowned  when  six- 
teen years  old;  Rosalind  E.  married  C.  C.  Hart- 
man, a claim  agent  and  collector,  and  both  are 
now  deceased;  Henry  M.  is  in  the  post  office  at 
St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Josiah  L. , our  subject,  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below;  and  Amos  C..  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  has  disappeared,  nothing 
being  now  known  of  him. 

Josiah  L.  Day  was  born  October  2J,  1840,  at 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Georgetown,  this  county.  After  his  father’s 
death  our  subject  had  to  earn  his  own  livelihood, 
and  for  some  years  did  what  work  he  could  upon  a 
farm,  attending  district  school  in  the  meantime. 
At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  began  to  learn  the  hat- 
ter's trade,  spending  about  four  years  as  an 
apprentice,  and  when  seventeen  he  went  to  Dan- 
bury and  found  employment  in  the  hat  shop  of 
Tweedy  Brothers,  remaining  with  them  until 
1857,  when  he  went  to  Illinois.  In  1859  he  re- 
turned to  Danbury  and  entered  the  hat  shop  of 
Reuben  Johnson,  where  he  remained  for  some 
time,  and  he  was  afterward  employed  by  Mal- 
lory & Sutton.  In  1 861  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany E,  First  Connecticut  V.  1.,  on  the  three- 
months'  call,  took  part  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  came 
back  to  Connecticut,  being  mustered  out  at  New 
Haven  on  July  31,  1861.  Returning  to  Danbury 
he  wasmarried  there  December  24,  1861,  to  Miss 
Ellen  M.  Baldwin,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  S.  Bald- 
win, of  Danbury,  and  a member  of  an  old  family 


of  that  place.  Shortly  afterward  he  went  to  New 
Haven  to  take  charge  as  drill  master  of  recruits, 
but  his  patriotic  spirit  prompted  him  to  again 
take  up  arms  in  defense  of  the  government,  and 
on  July  19,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  17th 
Conn.  V.  1.  He  was  enrolled  as  a private,  but 
before  leaving  for  the  field  he  was  appointed  (at 
Bridgeport)  a commissary  sergeant.  His  regi- 
ment went  to  Washington,  but  Mr.  Day  being 
taken  sick  there  was  sent  to  New  York  to  recu- 
perate. In  the  spring  he  rejoined  his  regiment 
in  Virginia,  but  as  he  was  still  sick  he  was  unableto 
serve,  and  was  discharged  and  sent  back  to 
Connecticut,  his  papers  being  dated  May  6,  1863. 
He  could  do  nothing  except  to  obey  orders,  so  he 
reluctantly  returned.  In  1867  Mr.  Day  became 
the  proprietor  of  a meat  market,  to  which  he 
afterward  added  a stock  of  groceries,  and  later  he 
ran  a bakery  wagon  for  six  years.  He  then 
worked  fora  time  in  a hat  factory,  in  1884  en- 
gaging in  his  present  business  as  a dealer  in  car- 
riages, harness,  saddles  and  similar  goods.  Our 
subject  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  at  one  time 
served  as  a councilman  for  the  Second  ward  of 
Danbury.  As  might  be  supposed,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  R.,  having  been  connected  for 
years  with  James  E.  Moore  post. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day  are  highly  esteemed  among 
their  neighbors,  and  their  two  children  are  well 
settled  in  life.  Arthur  M.,  a graduate  of  Harvard 
College,  is  an  assistant  instructor  in  Columbia 
College.  Iolia  M.,  the  younger  child,  is  the  wife 
of  William  F.  Swartz,  of  Danbury. 


QEORGE  H.  COLE.  The  Cole  family  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  this  section 
for  many  years,  and  the  great-grandparents  of  this 
well-known  business  man  of  Bethel  were  early 
residents  of  the  town  of  Sherman. 

Hiram  Cole,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  that  town  in  1801,  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  went  to  Danbury,  where  the  hatting 
industry  had  already  begun  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  enterprising  business  men.  He  served  an 
apprenticeship  in  a small  factory  at  Woolpits,  in 
the  town  of  Danbury,  learning  to  do  all  branches 
of  the  work  by  hand,  as  was  then  customary.  In 
1822  he  was  married  in  the  town  of  Newtown  to 
Miss  Mary  Gilbert,  daughter  of  Ichabod  and 
Tamar  Gilbert,  and  they  made  their  home  at 
Hopewell,  in  the  town  of  Redding.  There  Mr. 
Cole  engaged  in  hat  manufacturing  in  partnership 
with  Preston  Durant,  father  of  George  G.  Durant, 
continuing  until  the  business  was  interrupted  by 
the  panic  of  1837,  when  he  removed  to  Bethel, 
where  he  was  employed  as  a journeyman  hatter 
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by  Ferrv  & Co.  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  j age  of  twenty  his  father  established  himinbusi- 
1855.  He  was  an  excellent  citizen,  politically  a I ness  as  a stationer  and  news  dealer.  He  also 
lifelong  Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  a con-  I holds  a commission  as  notary  public.  The  ven- 
sistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  So-  I ture  was  a success  from  the  beginning,  and  he 
daily  he  was  connected  with  the  F.  & A.  M.  Of  now  owns  his  attractive  store  on  Center  street, 
the  thirteen  children  born  to  Hiram  and  Mary  So  far  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  business, 
Cole,  we  have  mention  of  the  following:  George  1 and  has  not  taken  an  active  part  in  politics. 

M.,  our  subject’s  father;  Samantha,  deceased,  Mr.  Cole  was  married  at  Butler,  lnd.,  to 
who  married  John  Beavans;  Charles  L.,  a resi-  Miss  Georgia  Belle  Holcomb,  daughter  of 
dent  of  Danbury;  Mary  Ann,  Mrs.  Beach,  of  Harvey  and  Eliza  Holcomb,  of  South  Canaan, 
Trumbull,  this  county;  Andrew,  who  served  as  a Connecticut.  His  happiness  was  short-lived, 
soldier  in  the  Mexican  war  and  in  the  Rebellion  as  the  young  wife  died  within  three  months  of 
Jerome,  who  died  in  Kansas;  Theodote,  a resi-  her  wedding  day.  Mr.  Cole  is  a member  of  the 
"dent  of  Philadelphia;  Hiram  Munson,  who  mar-  Congregational  Church  at  Bethel,  and,  ira- 
ried  a daughter  of  Horace  Quick,  and  resides  in  ternally,  belongs  to  Progressive  Lodge,  1.  0.  0. 
Bethel;  Harriette  Emma,  deceased  wife  of  F.,  at  Danbury,  and  Bethel  Lodge  No.  3159, 
Beecher  B.  Bassett;  Elizabeth,  deceased,  who  Knights  of  Honor,  being  a charter  memberof  the 
married  Orrin  Wood;  and  Frederick,  deceased.  latter. 

Hon.  George  Munson  Cole,  was  born  August  1 — — 

3,  1823,  in  Redding,  this  county,  where  he  at-  | 

tended  the  district  schools  in  his  boyhood.  He  I H.  ROBINSON,  the  well-known  baker 

learned  the  hatter’s  trade  in  his  father's  shop  J X and  confectioner  of  Bethel,  has  shown  in 
and  in  the  factories  of  Hiram  Beniamin  and  I his  career  a most  commendable  energy  and  de- 
Charles  & F.  Shepard,  of  Bethel,  and  alter-  | termination,  and  success  has  justly  rewarded  his 
ward  worked  as  a journeyman  for  a number  of  | efforts. 

years.  After  starting  in  business  on  his  own  ac-  Mr.  Robinson  comes  of  good  old  Puritan  ac- 
count he  was  in  partnership  first  with  Mr.  Judd,  1 cestry,  being  a direct  descendant  of  John  Robin- 
and  later  with  S.  S.  Ambler,  with  whom  he  con-  i son,  of  honored  memory  in  New  England.  Eph- 
tinued  for  more  than  twenty  years  in  the  manu-  I raim  E.  Robinson,  our  subject's  father,  was  a 
facture  of  stiff  hats.  About  1S06  he  retired  | successful  agriculturist  at  Sunderland,  Mass., 
from  business,  but  he  still  resides  at  Bethel,  where  he  and  his  wife,  Mary  Ann  Rider,  spent 
where  he'has  a host  of  friends  whom  he  lias  won  I their  lives.  The  birth  of  our  subject  occurre 
by  his  sterling  qualities  of  character.  Mr.  Cole’s  | there  March  6,  1S49,  and  he  was  reared  to  man- 
abilities  have  often  been  called  into  the  service  of  I hood  upon  the  old  homestead,  his  education  e- 
the  community,  as  he  is  an  active  worker  in  the  I ing  acquired  in  the  schools  of  Sunderland,  n 
Democratic  organization  of  his  locality.  In  1892  | 1879  he  came  to  Fairfield  county,  and  for  some 
he  was  an  elector,  and  he  has  twice  tepiesented  I time  was  engaged  in  farming  at  Brookfield,  ater 
the  Fifteenth  district  in  the  State  Senate.  For  j spending  four  years  at  Hawleyville  and  one  tear 
sixteen  t ears  he  was  warden  of  the  village,  and  at  Newtown  village.  He  then  bought  a farm  a 
during  that  time  was  instrumental  in  securing  Maybrook,  in  the  town  of  Danbury,  where  e r 
the  admirable  water-works  system  of  Bethel.  mained  four  years  and  a half,  and  for  t e ne^ 
At  present  he  is  serving  as  selectman,  which  five  years  he  resided  in  the  city  of  Dan  UD  ^ 
office  he  has  held  for  the  past  twelve  vears.  In  worked  at  the  carpenters  trade  for  °‘ 
religious  connection  he  belongs  to  the  Episcopal  Brothers.  In  1894  he  removed  to  Bethe 
Church,  and  he  also  holds  membership  in  various  gage  in  his  present  business  in  partners  ip 
social  orders,  including  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Edward  Baldwin,  of  Danbury,  under  * 

F.  & A.  M.,  Eureka  Lodge  No.  83.  Mr.  Cole  name  of  T.  H.  Robinson  6t  Co.  They  r street, 
was  married  in  Monroe,  this  county,  to  Miss  attractive  establishment  at  No.  81  Cen  e ’ 
Elizabeth  M.  French,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  enjoy  an  extensive  patronage,  t ^ 
French,  a well-known  citizen.  She  died  in  April,  I running  to  Danbur}'.  Newtown  and  Ke  ■ ^ 
1S92.  deeply  mourned  by  a largecircle  of  friends.  In  1871  Mi.  Robinson  was  "Ymigjohn, 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  the  only  1 Whately,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Jennie  H.  faorn  jn 
child  of  George  M.  and  Elizabeth  M.  Cole,  was  I daughter  of  James  Littlejohn.  She , WRr00|(field, 
born  October  25,  i860,  in  Bethel,  and  his  educa-  Deerfield,  Mass.,  but  was  reared  a ^ 
tion  was  begun  there  in  the  public  and  private  this  county,  in  the  home  of  er ? se(j  this 
schools.  Later  he  attended  a school  at  Can-  Churchill.  Three  children  have  . js  noW 
non’s  Station,  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  and  at  the  | union:  William  F.;  Walter  FranK, 
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with  Dr.  J.  Chester  Whaley,  a dentist  at  Dan- 
bury; and  Miss  Mary  E.,  who  is  at  home.  The 
family  is  identified  with  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  Mr.  Robinson  has  been  a member  of 
the  Societies  at  Sunderland,  Mass.,  and  at  New- 
town, Danbury,  and  Bethel,  always  taking  an 
active  part  in  Church  work.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  the  Order  of  Heptasophs,  and  he  and  his  son, 
William,  are  both  members  of  Eureka  Lodge 
No.  83,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Bethel. 


G.  ADAMS,  member  of  the  firm  of  Ritch 
Jl'IL  & Adams,  is  one  of  the  enterprising  mer- 
chants of  Greenwich,  Fairfield  county,  where  his 
family  is  a highly  respected  one.  He  is  de- 
scended from  sturdy  New  England  Revolutionary 
ancestry,  coming  from  the  same  stock  as  Presi- 
dents John  Adams  and  John  Quincy  Adams. 

The  Adams  family  settled  originally  in  Quincy, 
Mass.,  whence  in  an  early  day  Samuel  Adams, 
the  founder  of  the  family  in  Fairfield  count)-, 
Conn.,  came  to  Greenwich,  and  settled  on  land 
which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants. 
He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  had  a shop 
•on  his  farm  in  that  township.  John  Adams,  son 
■of  Samuel,  was  born  in  1744,  and  passed  his 
days  on  the  farm  settled  by  his  father,  cultivat- 
ing the  land  and  following  his  trade,  that  of  ship 
carpenter.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  his  outfit  and  musket  (bearing  the 
date  of  I76ijare  now  in  the  possession  of  his 
great-grandson,  Wellet  G.  Adams.  John  Adams 
was  twice  married,  and  reared  a family  of  five 
children,  all  born  to  his  second  union,  with  Mary 
Conorey,  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  viz.:  Betsey,  who 
married  David  Ferris,  and  died  at  Carmel,  Put- 
nam Co.,  N.  Y. ; John,  who  lived  and  died  in 
■Greenwich;  Nathaniel;  and  Abram  and  Isaac, 
who  died  unmarried  in  early  manhood.  The 
mother,  who  was  of  excellent  Irish  parentage, 
was  the  only  daughter  in  her  family;  her  brothers 
were  successful  merchants  in  New  York.  She 
and  her  husband  lived  to  advanced  ages,  the 
latter  being  ninety  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
demise,  and  they  were  buried  in  a private  cem- 
etery on  the  Adams  farm. 

Nathaniel  Adams,  son  of  John,  was  born  May 
3.  1784,  at  the  home  in  Post  road,  Greenwich 
township,  grew  up  in  his  native  place,  and  when 
a young  man  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  with 
a Mr.  Street,  of  Darien,  Conn.  On  October  15, 
>809,  he  was  married,  in  Stamford  township, 
Fairfield  county,  to  Miss  Polly  Lounsbury,  who 
was  born  June  n,  1786,  in  Stamford,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  and  Jane  (Clason)  Lounsbury. 

■ She  was  one  of  seven  children — Justus,  Amasa, 


John,  Samuel,  Polly,  Sally  and  Abigail.  The 
young  couple  located  in  Greenwich  township,  and 
Mr.  Adams  soon  erected  a small  house,  which  is 
yet  standing.  A few  years  later  he  bought  the 
Elias  Peck  farm,  near  by,  and  built  an  excellent 
dwelling,  which  his  son  afterward  remodeled  and 
occupied,  and  which  still  stands.  He  followed 
his  trade  for  many  years  in  addition  to  managing 
his  farm,  and  left  many  substantial  monuments  to 
his  skill  and  industry,  but  in  his  later  years  he  de- 
voted himself  exclusively  to  agriculture.  His 
family  consisted  of  thirteen  children,  born  as  fol- 
lows: Betsey,  August  16,  1810;  Aaron,  Novem- 
ber 14,  )8ii;  Jane  A.,  December  31,  1812; 

Samuel,  September  8.  1814;  Sarah,  December 
19,  1815;  Frances,  June  26,  1817;  Phoebe,  De- 
cember 9,  1818;  Laura,  September  3,  1820; 
Elithere,  November  25,  1822;  David,  April  12, 
1824;  Henry,  September  11,  1825;  Elizabeth, 
May  23,  1829;  Charles  E.,  November  . 17,  1831. 
(1)  Betsey  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  seven- 
teen. (2)  Aaron  married  Margaret  Dodgson;  he 
became  a wealthy  real-estate  man  and  builder  of 
New  York  City,  where  he  died  December  27, 
1890.  (3)  Jane  A.  married  Bates  Fox,  of  Stam- 

ford, and  died  in  that  town.  (4)  Samuel  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below.  (5)  Sarah  became  the 
wife  of  William  Gray,  and  died  in  New  York  City. 
(6)  Frances  was  the  first  wife  of  Charles  G. 
Powelison.  (7)  Phoebe  was  first  married  to 
Joseph  W.  Youngs,  by  whom  she  had  five  child- 
ren, and  after  his  death  became  the  second  wife 
of  Charles  G.  Powelison;  she  makes  her  home  in 
Stamford.  (8)  Laura  married  Andrew  Hatha- 
way and  died  in  Norwalk,  Conn.  (9)  Elithere 
wedded  Jarvis  Steadwell,and  died  in  Hackensack, 
N.  J.  (10)  David  died  in  his  twelfth  year;  his 
death  was  caused  by  an  accident.  (11)  Henry 
went  in  1849  to  California,  and  thence  to  Seattle, 
Wash.,  where  he  was  a pioneer  settler;  he  still 
resides  in  King  county,  that  State.  (12)  Eliza- 
beth, who  became  the  wife  of  George  Bissell, 
died  January  6,  1871,  on  the  Pacific  coast.  (13) 
Charles  E.  is  a contractor  and  builder  in  Seattle, 
Washington. 

Nathaniel  Adams  died  December.  11,  1857, 
his  wife  on  September  7,  1859,  and  they  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  private  cemetery  on  the 
farm.  They  were  devout  members  of  the  Bap- 
tis  Church,  and  their  home  being  nearer  the 
house  of  worship  than  that  of  any  others  of  the 
congregation,  many  members  would  come  there 
for  dinner,  from  which  circumstances  it  was  long 
known  as  the  “Baptist  Hotel.”  Mr.  Adams  was 
fond  of  reading,  and  was  an  earnest  student  of  the 
Bible,  Pilgrim’s  Progress,  Paradise  Lost,  and 
other  works  of  the  same  character,  which  he 
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owned  and  prized.  He  voted  the  Democratic  I 
ticket  once,  when  Jackson  was  candidate  (or  the  I 
Presidency,  and  he  was  an  ardent  advocate  oi 
temperance  and  a decided  Abolitionist,  holding  | 
positive  views  on  those  questions.  Though  quick-  I 
tempered,  he  was  kind-hearted,  and  he  was  an  j 
excellent  citizen,  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  i 
knew  him.  ( 

Samuel  Adams  was  born  on  the  old  Adams  | 
farm  in  Greenwich  township,  and  there  grew  to  I 
manhood,  spending  his  early  years  in  the  usual  i 
manner  of  farmer  boy's — assisting  with  the  work  at  | 
home  and  attending  district  school.  Having 
picked  up  some  knowledge  of  the  carpenter’s  I 
trade  while  helping  his  father,  he  started  out  in  I 
life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty'  years,  going  I 
to  New  York  City,  where  he  commenced  work  at  i 
the  trade  under  his  brother  Aaron.  He  lived  in  i 
New  York  for  twenty  years,  during  which  time  * 
he  became  a prosperous  contractor  and  builder,  I 
but  after  his  mother’s  death  he  bought  the  old  I 
homestead,  which  he  occupied  for  his  summer  I 
home  the  following  year.  He  then  settled  on  the  I 
farm  and  devoted  the  rest  of  his  life  to  its  culti-  | 
vation  and  improvement,  completely  remodeling  | 
the  house,  erecting  new  buildings  all  over  the  I 
place,  and  putting  up  substantial  stone  walls;  the 
last  named  improvement  was  such  a conspicuous 
one  that  he  was  often  called  “ Stonewall  Adams.  ” 
Whatever  he  undertook  was  thoroughly  done, 
and  he  took  great  pride  in  the  unusually  fine  ap- 
pearance of  his  estate,  working  incessantly  to 
keep  it  in  such  excellent  condition.  He  occupied 
a high  place  in  the  regard  of  his  friends  and  fel-  i 
low  citizens,  and  his  memory  will  long  be  re- 
spected in  this  neighborhood.  Honest  and  up- 
right in  all  the  relations  of  life,  he  supposed 
others  to  have  the  same  regard  for  honor  and  I 
principle,  and,  as  is  often  the  case  with  men  of 
such  nature,  was  more  than  once  the  victim  of 
unscrupulous  persons. 

Samuel  Adams  was  first  married,  in  New 
York  City,  to  Miss  Caroline  Prescott,  who  died 
leaving  no  children.  On  May  26,  1852,  he  wed- 
ded Margaret  A.  Pearsall,  who  was  born  Nov- 
ember 9.  1823,  in  New  York  City,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Margaret  (Horton)  Pearsall,  who  had 
a family  of  six  children — three  sons  and  three 
daughters;  lour  grew  to  maturity — Samuel,  Ma- 
tilda, William  and  Margaret.  Six  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams,  as  follows:  How-  1 

ardN.,  May  1853;  Ella  G.,  February  27,  I 
1856;  Walter  H.,  October  25,  1859;  Ida  Belle,  t 
December  o.  1861;  Frank  E.,  September  4,  I 
1863;  W.  G.,  April  11,  1865.  Of  these  How-  i 
ard  died  April  3,  1896.  Ella  is  the  widow  of  I 
Judge  William  Osborn,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Wal-  ! 


ter  H.  lives  at  Sound  Beach.  Ida  Belle  died 
when  one  year  and  five  months  old.  Frank  E. 
was  killed  February  5,  1892,  on  the  railroad  at 
Sound  Beach.  Mr.  Adams  died  December  25, 
1885,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  Stamford 
cemetery.  He  was  a kind,  indulgent  father, 
and  reared  a family  which  is  a credit  to  him  and 
worthy'  to  inherit  his  unblemished  name.  He  at- 
tended the  Baptist  Church,  to  the  support  of 
which  he  contributed  liberally,  and  in  politics 
was  a Republican.  Mrs.  Adams  is  still  living 
on  the  homestead. 

W.  G.  Adams  was  born  at  Sound  Beach,  on 
the  old  Greenwich  farm,  which  has  been  in  the 
Adams  family  for  125  years,  and  in  the  same 
house  where  his  father’s  birth  occurred.  He  at- 
tended school  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
commencing  his  education  in  the  district  school 
of  Sound  Beach,  and  later  studying  at  Stamford. 
During  this  time  he  had  lived  with  his  parents, 
but  after  leaving  school  he  went  to  New  York 
City,  where  he  entered  a broker’s  office  in  Wall 
street,  and  there  he  was  employed  for  six  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  he  and  his  brothei, 
Walter,  established  the  Volunteer  Rock  Drill 
Company,  at  Sound  Beach,  the  partnership  con- 
tinuing for  three  years,  when  our  subject  with- 
drew from  the  firm,  though  he  is  still  part  owner 
of  the  plant,  which  is  located  at  Sound  Beach 
Depot.  He  was  lormerly  treasurer  of  the  com- 
pany. In  July,  1894,  Mr.  Adams  formed  his 
present  partnership  with  Jesse  Ritch,  and  they 
have  since  been  one  of  the  leading  firms  of  Green- 
wich in  the  grocery  and  provision  line,  command- 
ing a profitable  trade  in  the  town  and  the  sur- 
rounding country. 

Mr.  Adams  married  Miss  Carrie  R.  Bull- 
winkle,  of  Mianus,  this  county,  who  was  born  in 
New  York  City,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary 
fSmith)  Bullwinkle.  They  have  one  child,  Vivian. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  have  a comfortable  home  in 
Greenwich,  and  another  at  Sound  Beach,  where 
they  reside  during  the  summer  months.  In  re- 
ligious connection  she  is  a member  of  the  Um- 
versalist  Church.  Mr.  Adams  belongs  to  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  at  Greenwich,  and  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Amogerone  Fire  Company  of  that  town. 
In  political  sentiment,  he  is  a Republican. 


C^'OL.  JAMES  SHERIDAN,  of  Bridgeport. 

'/  who  until  his  resignation  in  August,  1898, 
was  the  commanding  officer  of  the  4th  Regi- 
ment, Connecticut  National  Guard,  is  a native 
of  Ireland,  having  been  born  there  about  the 
year  1849. 

For  nearly  a third  of  a century  Colonel 
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Sheridan  has  been  a familiar  figure  in  military 
circles.  On  August  n,  1 868,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  8th  Regiment,  Connecticut  Na- 
tional Guard  (which  regiment  had  been  pre- 
viously designated  the  Fourth),  and  after  passing 
through  the  several  non-commissioned  grades, 
was  elected  second  lieutenant,  but  resigned  Feb- 
ruary n,  1879. 

Colonel  Sheridan  was  out  of  service  just  thir- 
teen days  when,  on  February  24,  1879,  he  was 
elected  first  lieutenant  of  the  company.  He  was 
elected  captain  December  31,  1SS0;  major  of 
the  regiment  April  3,  1892,  and  colonel  January 
18,  1897,  upon  the  promotion  of  Col.  Russell 
Frost,  of  South  Norwalk,  to  a brigadier-gen- 
eralship. 

The  Colonel  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Foresters  of  America,  and  also 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  His  office 
and  place  of  business  is  No.  144  Middle  street, 
Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 


LUCIUS  P.  HOYT.  The  Hoyt  family  is  of  old 
Colonial  stock,  and  is  now  numerously  rep- 
resented throughout  the  United  States,  and  the 
branch  to  which  our  subject  belongs  has  long 
been  identified  with  Fairfield  county.  His  grand- 
father, Enis  Hoyt,  a prominent  farmer  in  the 
town  of  Danbury,  married  Sarah  Penfield,  whose 
ancestors  took  an  active  part  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  this  worthy  couple  had  two  sons, 
Russell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  Eli  T., 
who  for  some  years  followed  the  business  of  hat 
manufacturing  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother. 

Russell  Hoyt  was  born  in  the  town  of  Dan- 
bury, and  in  later  life  became  a leading  merchant 
theie.  He  was  a man  of  intelligence,  wielding 
much  influence  in  local  affairs  in  a quiet  way, 
and  in  politics  was  first  a Whig  and  afterward  a 
Republican.  He  married  Harriet  Gregory,  a 
daughter  of  Ezra  Gregory,  of  Danbury,  and  a 
member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  that 
city.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to  their  union 
four  died  in  infancy,  and  five  sons  lived  to  adult 
age. 

Lucius  P.  Hoyt,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
gamed  h:s  first  knowledge  of  business  life  in  his 
fathers  store.  In  1854  he  became  connected 
with  the  Danbury  National  Bank,  his  active  serv- 
ice  with  this  institution  continuing  some  thirty- 
seven  years,  during  several  of  which  he  served 
as  vice-president  and  twenty-four  years  as  presi- 
dent. in  1890  he  retired  from  active  life,  and 
to  his  retreat  bore  with  him  the  esteem  of  all 
who  had  been  associated  with  him,  the  fidelity  I 
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with  which  he  had  discharged  his  duties,  and  his 
unfailing  kindness  and  courtesy  to  patrons  and 
employes  alike,  bringing  their  reward  in  the 
good  will  and  honest  respect  of  all  men. 


FRANK  a.  WHITING  has  carried  on  the 
butcher  business  and  farming  in  Greenwich 
township,  Fairfield  county,  for  a number  of  years, 
and  he  is  well  and  favorably  known  to  the  resi- 
dents of  that  locality.  He  was  born  in  Green- 
wich, April  22,  1858,  a son  of  John  and  Hester 
(Webb)  Whiting. 

John  Whiting  was  a native  of  the  North  of 
Ireland,  whence  he  came,  in  boyhood,  to  the 
United  States.  He  was  married  in  Greenwich 
to  Hester  Webb,  whose  father,  a plumber  by 
trade,  was  a native  of  England,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  four  children,  as  follows:  Caro- 

line, who  is  deceased;  Frank  A.;  Mary  J.,  Mrs. 
Edward  Paul,  of  Stamford;  and  John  W.,  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Whiting  followed  farming  in  Stan- 
wich,  where  he  owned  a home  and  twenty-four 
acres  of  land,  having  by  hard  work  and  economv 
managed  to  get  this  start  in  the  world,  but  he 
died  at  a comparatively  early  age,  in  1870,  and 
the  mother  was  obliged  to  take  up  the  struggle 
to  support  herself  and  children  in  comfort.  She 
lived  to  the  age  of  sixty-two.  Both  parents  were 
Protestants  in  religious,  faith. 

Frank  A.  Whiting  received  his  education  in  the 
South  Stanwich  district  school.  From  his  early 
boyhood  he  was  trained  to  farm  work,  and  as  the 
family  needed  his  assistance  he  was  put  ’‘into 
the  harness  ” at  an  unusually  tender  age,  and 
commenced  to  fight  the  battle  of  life  when  most 
boys  are  considered  helpless.  His  father  had 
been  in  the  employ  of  one  man,  at  Indian  Field, 
off  and  on  for  twenty-four  years,  and  from  the 
time  Frank  was  eight  years  old  he  worked  for 
him  in  the  fall  in  order  to  get  enough  to  buy  his 
winter  clothing.  When  eighteen  years  old  he 
began  work  at  the  butcher  business  for  Ezekiel 
Reynolds,  from  whom  he  received  $16  per  month, 
and  he  worked  eleven  years  for  another  man, 
after  which  he  started  out  on  his  own  account, 
buying  the  Greenwich  route  of  his  emyloyer. 
He  has  continued  this  ever  since,  his  patronage 
increasing  as  time  goes  on,  and  his  business  is 
now  on  a substantial  basis.  While  following 
this  line  he  has  become  widely  acquainted 
throughout  the  section,  and  has  made  many 
warm  friends  among  his  customers,  who  wish 
him  well  and  rejoice  in  his  prosperity,  which  they 
know  he  fully  deserves.  A comfortable,  pleas- 
ant home  and  property  are  his  as  the  result  of 
years  of  steady  hard  work,  and  he  has  risen  in 
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the  world  by  his  own  ambitious  efforts,  winning  lie  schools  of  that  place.  When  a boy  he  worked 
along  with  material  success  the  respect  of  all  for  a time  in  a grocery  for  L.  B.  Vail,  and  then, 

with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  and  retaining  a after  serving  an  apprenticeship  in  Orrin  Bene- 

spotless  reputation  both  for  business  and  personal  diet’s  factory,  he  followed  the  hatter's  trade  for 

integrity.  For  nine  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  some  years  in  different  establishments  in  Bethel 

Whiting  lived  on  rented  property,  and  in  May,  i and  Danbury.  On  August  7,  1887,  he  engaged 
1 S95 , bought  the  estate  of  Mary  A.  Reynolds,  i in  the  butcher  business  in  Bethel,  opening  a small 
where  he  has  since  lived,  and  on  which  he  has  market  in  a basement  on  Grassy  Plain  street;  bat 
made  a number  of  improvements.  I his  trade  increased  so  rapidly  that  in  1893  he 

On  January  20,  1886,  Mr.  Whiting  was  mar-  | built  his  pi  esent  commodious  store  on  Greenwood 
ried  to  Miss  Lucy  V.  Dunn,  who  was  born  in  1 avenue.  His  business  requires  his  close  atten- 
Gieenwich.  September  16,  1S59,  the  eldest  of  1 tion,  and  he  has  never  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  three  children  of  Jacob  and  Caroline  (Lock-  I political  work.  Like  all  of  his  family,  he  is  a 
wood)  Dunn.  Four  children  have  come  to  I devout  Catholic,  and  he  belongs  to  St.  Mary’s 
brighten  their  home,  born  as  follows:  Frank  A.,  j parish. 

July  28,  1889;  Estelle  D.,  June  7,  1891;  Mr.  Brauneis  was  married  in  Danbury  to  Miss 
Judson  L. , December  26,  1S94;  Vivian  M.,  I Mary  Ann  McDonald,  daughter  of  Michael  Mr- 
October  16,  1896.  In  religious  connection  Mr.  | Donald,  of  Redding,  and  two  children,  Mary  Lena 
and  Mrs.  Whiting  are  Congregationalists,  uniting  | and  Celia  Glenn,  brighten  their  home. 

with  the  Church  at  Stanwich.  He  is  a stanch  _ _____ 

Republican  in  political  faith,  and  supports  that  ! 

party  in  all  measures  ol  national  importance,  but  | OkAMUEL  COMSTOCK,  Jr.,  an  enterprising 
in  local  issues  he  casts  his  vote  for  the  best  man.  j and  successful  business  man  of  South  Noi- 

He  is  a member  of  Acacia  Lodge  No.  85,  F.  & I walk,  is  the  proprietor  of  a retail  grocery  at  1 0. 

A.  M.,  of  Greenwich.  72  North  Main  street,  and  enjoys  a large  an 

profitable  trade  among  the  people  of  that  thm- 
ing  town.  .. 

THEODORE  BRAUNEIS,  the  proprietor  of  Mr.  Comstock  belongs  to  one  of  the  weii- 
a well-patronized  meat  market  at  Bethel,  known  families  of  that  locality,  and  his  gran 

ranks  among  the  self-made  men  of  that  thriving  father  Comstock  early  in  life  settle  upo 

little  city,  his  success  having  been  gained  by  his  a farm  near  the  city  of  Norwalk,  becoming 
own  enterprise  and  energy.  leading  agriculturist.  Samuei  Comstock,  - 

The  Brauneis  family  is  of  German  origin,  and  1 our  subject's  father,  was  born  in  . ?rw3  '• 
Michael  Brauneis,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a na-  I has  resided  there  all  his  life,  the  hatting  ^ 
five  of  Seligenstadt,  in  the  Fatherland.  In  early  I occupying  his  attention  for  many  years.  P 
manhood  he  came  to  Bethel,  where  he  was  em-  I tics  he  is  a Democrat,  but  he  has  n°rr]e(j  mjes 
ployed  for  many  years  as  a journeyman  hatter,  active  shate  in  party  work.  He  in  art  ^ 
first  bv  Orrin  Benedict  and  later  by  Julius  Judd.  Amanda  Platt,  a native  of  this  coun  P ar'e 
He  took  much  interest  in  public  questions,  and  have  had  ten  children,  all  but  two  0 ^ 

always  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  having  been  living;  Caroline  M.  is  the  widow  °_  vorvva|g; 
naturalized  by  the  authorities  at  Bridgeport.  In  Day;  Koval  L.  is  an  oyster  dea  er  ' town; 

religious  faith  he  was  a Catholic,  holding  mem-  John  A.,  a teamster,  resides  in  ® - js  men. 

bership  with  St.  Mary’s  Church  at  Bethel.  He  Henry  is  deceased:  Samuel,  our  su 

was  married  at  Danbury  to  Miss  Bridget  Glenn,  tioned  more  fully  below,  y]ary  A. 

and  nur  subject  is  the  eldest  of  their  seven  chil-  A.  W.  Sharrot.  of  Staten  s a j.  ’rorne]iUs  is  3 
dren.  Michael  is  a liquor  dealer  in  Danbury.  I is  at  home;  Hattie  is  ^“jease  ’ vh0  also  resides 
William  resides  at  Torrington.  Conn.  Sarah  ! hatter  in  Norwalk;  and  Chflor  , . sjnec£. 

married  John  Small,  of  Danbury,  and  has  had  ! in  Norwalk,  is  engaged  in  the  sa  ^ 2l. 

five  children:  Agnes,  William,  John,  Theodore  , The  subject  ol  our  sketc  *®V.ar(j 'avenue, 

and  Clifford.  John  is  a grocer  in  Danbury.  Mary  1 1855,  at  the  old  home  on  0 ^ local 

married  Frank  Ratchford,  of  Providence,  R.  L,  ! Norwalk.  Alter  taking  3 C0U  '■  y y.,  a ni 

and  has  two  children:  Joseph  and  Frank.  Peter  I schools  he  went  to  Poug  e?P  ^an  pusines? 

is  in  business  with  his  brother  John,  in  Danbury.  1 pursued  his  studies  at  t e , ,jn„  that  insti- 

T he  father  died  in  1891.  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  ' Collegi  . For  some  time  a er  bv  grocers  in 

years.  I tution  he  was  employed  as  a cjty  BridP’ 

Theodore  Brauneis  was  born  in  Bethel,  March  I various  places,  including  . eWggg  pe  engaf^  'c 
1 1,  1855,  and  received  his  education  in  the  pub-  ! port,  and  Stamford,  and  in  1 
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the  same  business  on  his  own  account  in  part- 
nership with  Lorenzo  Dibble.  The  firm  of  Dib- 
ble & Comstock  carried  on  business  successfully 
for  about  nine  years,  then  in  1895  Mr.  Comstock 
established  an  independent  business  at  his  pres- 
ent location. 

Mr.  Comstock's  wife,  formerly  Miss  Isabella 
Jones,  is  a daughter  of  O.  Y.  Jones,  and  a mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  leading  families  of  Westport, 
this  county.  One  child,  Edith  C.,  has  blessed 
their  union.  Mr.  Comstock  and  his  wife  are 
prominent  socially,  and  as  a citizen  he  is  inter- 
ested in  public  affairs  without  being  in  any  sense 
a politician,  as  he  votes  independently  on  all  oc- 
casions. 


BOBERT  H.  COLEY,  one  of  the  substan- 
tial  agriculturists  of  the  town  of  Westport, 
Fairfield  county,  where  several  of  his  ancestors 
have  been  similarly  occupied,  is  a native  of  the 
town  in  which  he  resides. 

Born  April  1,  1851,  Mr.  Coley  is  the  son  of  | 
Morehouse  Cole)',  and  the  grandson  of  Hyde  j 
Coley.  The  latter  was  a farmer  all  his  life  in  the  | 
town  of  Westport,  and  was  probably  born  there,  j 
Coley  district  derives  its  name  from  this  family,  j 
Morehouse  Colev  was  born  August  15,  1820,  in  1 
the  town  of  Westport,  and  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm.  On  reaching  manhood  he  married 
Mary  Holden,  who  was  born  June  6,  1820,  in 
England,  a daughter  of  Rodert  Holden,  who 
came  to  America  and  to  the  town  of  Westport, 
Conn.,  and  here  operated  a cotton-mill,  making 
batting.  After  his  marriage  Morehouse  Coley  lo- 
cated on  a farm  in  the  town  of  Westport,  where 
his  two  children  were  born:  Marcelius,  July  27, 
'847.  died  September  12,  1852;  and  Robert  H. 
The  father  of  these  children  passed'  away  Janu- 
ary 30,  1863.  He  was  identified  with  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  as  is  his  widow.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Coley  was  Democrat.  He  was  a 
good  man  and  citizen,  and  bore  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  his  fellowmen.  His  widow  is  one  of 
the  best  of  women,  and  is  beloved  by  her  many  1 
friends  and  acquaintances. 

Robert  H.  Coley  was  reared  on  the  farm  in  | 
the  town  of  Westport,  but  as  his  father  died  1 
when  he  was  but  eleven  years  of  age  he  had  only  I 
limited  educatioual  privileges,  attending  the  \ 
neighborhood  schools  during  the  winters.  His  1 
entire  life  has  been  given  to  farming,  in  which 
vocation  he  has  become  very  proficient.  Politi- 
cally he  votes  the  Democratic  ticket;  in  religious 
connection  he  and  his  family  are  identified  with  i 
he  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a useful  citizen.  ! 
n *893  he  was  elected  first  selectman  of  his  I 


town,  and  served  as  such  three  years  and  in 
October,  1896,  he  was  chosen  second  selectman 
| which  position  he  still  holds.  He  is  a member 
I of  the  Grange. 

On  April  28,  1874,  Mr.  Coley  was  married  to 
Emily  A.  Bradley,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of 
I Westport,  a daughter  of  Daniel  B.  Bradley,  and 
I three  children— Leila  M.,  Burr  M.,  and  Robert 
H.,  Jr.— have  come  to  bless  their  home,  all 
living. 


/PAEORGE  R.  BEVANS.  Danbury  is  espe- 
cially  fortunate  in  her  efficient  chief  of  police, 

who,  besides  making  a fine  military  record,  had 
twenty-three  years  of  service  on  the  police  force 
in  New  York  City  as  a preparation  for  his  pres- 
ent duties.  He  has  held  the  position  since  June, 
1891,  serving  with  signal  ability  and  success,  and 
winning  a reputation  which  extends  far  beyond 
local  limits. 

Mr.  Bevans’  ancestors  settled  in  this  section 
previous  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  his  great- 
grandfather Bevans  served  as  a soldier  during  that 
struggle.  Timothy  Bevans,  his  grandfather,  who 
was  born  in  this  county,  at  Trumbull,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  and  after  his  marriage  settled  at  his 
native  place,  where  he  and  his  wife  raised  a large 
family  of  children;  they  had  several  daughters. 
Of  the  sons,  the  eldest,  Russell,  is  mentioned 
below;  David,  a coachmaker  by  trade,  died  in 
New  Haven,  Conn.;  John,  a carpenter,  is  still 
living  at  Danbury;  Charles,  deceased,  was  a boot 
I and  shoe  maker  at  Trumbull;  Ira,  now  a resident 
I of  Bristol,  Conn.,  is  connected  with  the  clock 
1 and  watch  works  there,  and  is  well  known  as  the 
| patentee  of  the  hairspring. 

Russell  Bevans,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  . 
| and  reared  in  this  county,  and,  having  in  his 
youth  learned  the  hatter's  trade  at  Danbury,  con- 
tinued in  that  business  all  his  life.  He  was  a 
man  of  intelligence,  taking  an  interest  in  the 
issues  of  his  time,  and  in  politics  was  first  a Whig 
and  later  a Republican.  He  married  Miss  Amanda 
Gould,  of  Danbury,  and  for  many  years  they  re- 
sided at  Westport,  this  county.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  Danbury  in  1S90;  Mrs.  Bevans  is  still 
living.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  five 
children:  Eliza  J.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  P.  Rice, 

of  Danbury;  Lucinda  M.  is  the  widow  of  Avery 

D.  Raymond,  formerly  of  Norwalk,  Conn. ; Mary 

E. ,  who  died  in  1861,  married  Henry  Stokes,  a 
hatter;  and  Amelia  is  the  wife  of  John  C.  Mead, 
a hatter  of  Bethel. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  town  of  West- 
port  January  7,  1838,  and  received  his  first  in- 
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struction  in  the  public  schools  of  Danbury. 
Later  he  attended  a boarding  school  at  Grassy 
Plains,  and  after  his  return  to  Danbury  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  a private  school.  On  com- 
pleting his  literary  training  he  learned  the  hat- 
ter’s trade,  which  he  followed  until  1862,  but  as 
the  “dark  days”  of  the  Civil  war  drew  on,  and 
it  became  apparent  that  the  conflict  would  re- 
quire more  men  and  more  time  than  was  antici- 
pated at  the  first,  he  enlisted  in  the  First  Con- 
necticut Heavy  Artillery.  He  served  through  the 
remainder  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  in 
June,  1865,  and  then,  locating  in  New  York  City, 
he  secured  an  appointment  in  the  police  depart- 
ment. After  spending  some  time  in  the  Fifth 
precinct  he  was  translerred  to  the  Broadway 
squad,  and  in  1S75  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
roundsman,  being  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Fourth 
precinct,  and  later  at  the  Grand  Central  depot. 
On  reaching  his  twenty-third  year  of  service  in 
the  department  he  was  retired  (with  a pension) 
and  came  back  to  Danbury,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  lubricating  oil,  until 
his  appointment  to  his  present  position. 

In  1870  Mr.  Bevans  married  Miss  Warner,  of 
New  Haven.  Conn.  They  have  no  living  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Bevans  takes  deep  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  rising  generation,  however,  and 
especially  in  educational  matters,  and  his  two 
years  of  service  on  the  high  school  committee  of 
Danbury  were  characterized  by  zealous  and  ef- 
fective effort . He  is  an  influential  Republican, 
and  is  also  active  in  fraternal  society  work,  hav- 
ing been  connected  with  thirty-five  different  or- 
ders. At  present  he  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R., 
the  I.  O.  O.  F..  the  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  in  which  he  has  attained  the  thirty- 
third  degree. 


JS  LEXANDER  MACKEY,  a prominent  chi- 
le zen  of  Darien,  is  a man  of  excellent  judg- 
ment and  wide  experience,  and  although  he  has 
now  retired  from  business  life  he  is  regarded  as 
an  influential  adviser  in  local  affairs,  and  is  often 
called  upon  by  his  fellow  townsmen  to  serve  the 
public  in  responsible  positions. 

Mr.  Mackey  was  born  in  New  York  City  in 
1830,  a son  of  William  and  Catherine  (Clark) 
Mackey,  who  were  both  natives  of  New  jersey, 
but  spent  the  greater  portion  of  their  life  in  New 
York  State  His  father  was  a shipbuilder  bv  oc- 
cupation. and  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Westervelt  X-  Mackey,  who  constructed  the  first 
steamer  to  make  the  trip  between  this  country 
and  Europe.  Our  subject’s  parents  both  died  in 
New  York.  They  had  a family  of  five  children: 


Alexander,  Henry  B.,  Phoebe  Coulter,  Annie 
Gisburne  and  Cordelia  Gardner. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  city,  and  at  the  age  ol  seven- 
teen was  apprenticed  to  Youngs  & Cutter,  ship 
joiners.  After  learning  the  trade  he  went  into 
business  on  his  own  account  for  a few  years, 
later  engaging  in  sugar  refining,  from  which  he 
retired  about  1880.  In  the  spring  of  j 884  he 
made  his  home  in  Darien,  a most  attractive  lo- 
cality to  a man  of  leisure  and  cultured  tastes,  and 
he  and  his  wife  soon  identified  themselves  with 
the  best  social  circles  of  the  place.  Politically, 
he  is  a Democrat,  but  votes  independently,  sup- 
porting the  best  men  and  measures  irrespective 
of  party,  and  since  his  residence  in  Darien  he 
has  served  three  terms  as  selectman  ol  that  town. 

On  April  20,  1858,  Mr.  Mackey  married  Miss 
Josephine  Rockett,  of  New  York  City.  They 
are  both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church; socially, 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  F.  & A.  M. 


JT.  BATES,  one  of  the  most  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  Danbury,  is  the  head  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  J.  T.  Bates  & Co.,  No 
39  Canal  street,  dealers  in  lumber,  lime, 
cement,  and  builders'  materials. 

The  Bates  family  became  identified  with  the 
building  trade  in  Danbury  at  a very  early  ate, 
our  subject's  grandfather,  Nathan  Bates,  a name 
of  the  town,  having  followed  carpentering  1 erf 
for  many  years  previous  to  his  death.  a an 
Bates  and  his  wife  reared  a family  of 
ters  and  five  sons.  Of  the  latter,  Hanfor  , 
son  and  Taylor  engaged  in  agriculture  in  1 f 
field;  George,  who  resided  in  Danbury, 
stage  driver  for  many  years.  Stephen,  0 
ject’s  father,  followed  the  blacksmiths 
some  vears,  but  in  1858  he  turned  ,s  a 
to  agriculture.  His  death  occurred  m Febni  b 
1 889.  He  married  Deborah  Taylor,  daughter 
Joseph  Tavlor,  of  Bethel,  and  they 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  th*  > Jjed 
and  is  now  the  only  survivor;  Harrie  ’ ; l86;; 

John  Chichester,  of  Danbury,  and  died  1 

Nathan  died  in  1867.  in  early  manhood.  f 
J.  T.  Bates  was  born  May  1 1,  '"g*  ,tende(| 
always  had  his  home  in  Danbury.  n an(j 

the  local  schools  until  he  was  s whidi 
then  began  to  learn  the  carpen  er  vears. 

he  followed  successfully  a number the  lumber 
Since  1873  he  has  been  inter* led- time  he 
business  on  a lar$?e  scale,  an  ve]l0w  pine  in 
has  carried  on  the  manufacture  yjjssAbb'f 

Georgia.  In  1 S70  Mr.  Batesjn  a well- 


Tavlor,  da 


1,170  ivrr.  - 

ughter  of  Joseph  Taylor, 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


coyyi.yuRAiivE  biographical  record. 


1141 


kr/»n  t*1  ‘'Tit  of  Bethel,  ami  !*n  daughters, 
l.va  F arid  Anna  L. . l*r  :f  K I «- n lint  h*mc.  Mi. 
l*a:»**  wa»  »*  arr.i  in  thr  l’ m\ « •:* aMt  both  and  he 
ar.‘f  his  w.ic  .1  rr  active  mem!  t is  of  that  C hurt  h. 
T.'.rv  are  { r>>n, merit  in  values  phi'.arit iii epic 
rrr' rrren!s,  an'!  b'-rh  are  ti  < ft  txT«-  of  the  hospital 
1 1 I la'.t  n.allv  < nr  m;!  nil  !«•  • !«  ut.t.rd  with 

the  M.o-  me  order.  In  j*  li’.xal  faith  lie  is  a 
It::  1.  rat.  »«•  were  his  lather  and  giai.dhither 
I r ! ■ re  him.  I ut  in  local  r!r<t:<  ns  he  is  inclined 
to  vMe  ;nd«  pendent  ly  . 

Jl  1*1)  FAMILY,  of  thr  ti  «ii  of  Brthel.  In 

l : a,' ,.«n.  it  Imp  to  jw  »l«  ritv  thr  n.«  :norv  id  mk  h 
n.«n  a«  the  ••rvrral  suImt  t*.  of  this  sketch,  it 
may  ir.Mii  into  the  ii.inds  < f « i.r  ihiidtrn  the  itri- 
I r.a nt  !«'•-'  n that  In  imi  and  ••tjtion  are  the  sure 
reward  of  | < iTVcrmp  rvrrtu  u,  and  t fiat,  com* 

[ «rrd  to  a g-«>d  rdiii  atn  ti  and  abundant  cvptri- 
*ii<e.  <1  u;  ,rd  with  hat  its  of  I,,  t,rs|  industry  and 
::«■  r.  • t.oiny.  t tie  p: « at  < M f or  I unr  wi  uld  he 
h it  a p«  a.i  inheritaiu  t . 

< 1 n A { r 1 1 4,  1773.  was  t<rn  in  the  town  of 
hdhel.  I airfield  Co..  t < nn.,  I’hintas  Judd,  who 
(fed  tt. ere  Feptcml>er  7,  l>f8.  He  inatned  ! 

hatah  Filhman.  who  was  b,  rn  in  the  town  of 
I airfield.  -ame  county.  I Mini. her  I 8,  178-.  ! 
•'.ai.yhirr  of  Lbenezer  Fiilm.ati,  and  mri  c of  Gen.  | 
<><  ;,d  hr  her  k Filhman  Jhrviivrd  on  Hovt*  I 
lh,i.  in  Brthi;l.  wtirie  Mr  Judd  was  t ngagrd  in  | 
farming,  conducting  also  a pi  r. rial  store.  When  I 
a V ung  man  he  taught  s<  tiool  tor  a tune.  Chil- 
finnas  follows  were  tarn  to  them:  Ebenc/cr 

°l  whom  special  11  eritn-n  will  pii«-tntly  he 
made,  Mary  Bcnfirld.  t">rn  ]i:nc  It.  I ^ 3.  died 
J -ne  13,  1 ► 2 1 ; hli/a,  b<>rn  I n r eu.t>cr  33-  t$c»4.  j 
ii.att.ed  hh  Trowbridge;  |u’,ia.  h<  rn  November  I 
M.  is(/,  died  April  4,  1 Sr  S , Willis,  t><  rn  Octo- 
ber it,  1S8,  died  Se pt  1-11.1  r r 3.  1SS3  (he  was 
the  grandfather  of  Leonard  ami  Willis  Judd;, 

■ *r;,h,  tarn  August  2 7.  iSic,  married  Elisha 
• ;n-I,c:  Ain, on,  born  July  38.  im:,  died  Febru- 
“ty  0,  isss,  and  Julia,  born  January  II,  1S14, 
t-  “tried  Fain  hild  Judd.  1 he  mother  of  these 
'■  r-d  April  28.  1 S 3 S , a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tonal  t hurch,  with  which  F<>c>cty  stie  and  her 
•' r,d  united  April  24,  lSc  S.  and  he  held  offices 
the  it  in.  He  also  served  in  \ai.-  us  town  offices. 

Lttr.tuer  Siliiii.an  Judd,  the  eldest  in  the 
a- ' 't  n .enlioned  family,  was  b<rn  January  21, 
|>l-2,  in  tjlc  t(,wn  (>j  ft,  rhei.  wheie,  and  on 
F \ts  Hill,  he  passed  h:s  h,  \inod  and  youth, 
“t’.i  nd,!.p  the  schools  of  the  i.c  .phboibood.  He 
''rfS  a hfr  ionp  progressive  fai  mer.  his  residence 
. ;I‘k’  <n  Ctie«tnut  Kidpe.  A Kt  publican  in  pol- 
U;Lf'  he  served  his  fellow  c it:,  c ns  faithfully,  in 


1 Stay  as  a u pic-i  ntative  from  the  town  of  Bethel 
in  the  Mate  Legislature.  He  was  very  precise 
and  pi  1 u.pt  in  all  his  business  dealinps.  was  a 
member  of  the  (.  onprepational  Church  at  Bethel, 
and  was  a Mump  temperance  advocate.  His 
death  <«  curied  June  30,  1 8 Sc 

In  the  tr  wn  of  Redding.  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 
lhem.et  b Judd  was  married  to  Harriet  Stowe, 
who  was  horn  in  Bethel,  December  8.  1S06,  and 
died  Aj  nl  1 <>.  1893.  To  this  union  came  chil- 
dren as  follows  Charles  S.,  born  July  4.  1827. 
tied  S'  umber  25,  1865;  Sarah,  horn  June  5, 
l S 29.  <hed  July  I,  1 844;  Emeline.  horn  February 
1 7.  18.2.  married  William  H.  Judson,  and  died 
l>e«  miner  25.  1SO2;  Henry  C.  will  he  mentioned 
presently;  Frrdirick  S..  horn  September  14, 
1833,  and  died  October  21,  1859,  taupht  private 
sc  brad  m Bethel;  Horace,  born  February  21, 
1841.  is  now  pastor  of  an  M.  E.  Church,  at 
Huntmi’ion,  L.  I.  (he  served  in  the  Civil  war); 
Frank  A.  is  spoken  of  farther  on;  Sarah  Eliza, 
horn  Do  ember  3 * . 1 845.  died  October  27.  1861; 
Adeline,  horn  December  14,  1S49,  died  Septem- 
ber 21,  1 Sf » 5 , and  Arthur  S.,  born  November  27, 
1 840,  n*-ides  at  Chestnut  Ridpe,  Center  District, 
Brthr  1 

Henry  C.  Judd,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth 
in  the  family  of  children  born  to  Fbme/er  S. 
and  Han  iet  (Stowe)  Judd,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Bethel  October  21.  1833.  He  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  m the  Center  District  of  his  native 
town,  atteiidmp  the  district  school  as  well  as 
Aim  s Woodman  s private  school  in  Bethel.  On 
Septi  inter  it,  1850,  he  was  apprenticed  to  the 
hatters  trade  with  Reuben  Taylor,  in  Elmwood 
District,  Bethel,  learning  the  silk-hat  business, 
finishinp  and  curling,  at  which  latter  blanch  he 
has  now  worked  some  thirty  years,  in  part 
with  Judd  iV  Company,  but  most  of  the  time  with 
Judd  \ Punning.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
has  held  the  offices  of  constable  and  deputy 
sheriff  for  twenty  years,  and  at  present  is  serving 
as  jii'titf  of  the  peace. 

On  November  29,  1854,  Henry  C.  Judd  was 
married  to  Irene  Taylor,  daughter  of  Asahel  B. 
and  Laura  (Gould)  Taylor,  and  six  children,  as 
1 follows,  have  been  born  to  them:  Lucien  F. 

horn  Ft  pi  ember  12,  1857,  married  Safa},  £ 

I Camp,  and  they  have  two  children— Robert  Silli- 
1 man  and  Ittne;  he  is  a member  of  Eureka 
1 Lodge,  F.  \*  A.  M.  Fredericks.,  horn  July  12, 
i 1 8 cy.  died  January  22,  1863.  Harriet  Augusta! 

1 horn  April  to,  1S62,  married  Reuben  J.  Signor, 
and  they  have  one  child — Grace,  born  July  16, 
1804.  Limer  Taylor,  born  June  16,  1866,  rnar- 
I ried  Fman  Booth,  and  they  have  one  son, 

: Edward  Booth,  born  July  5,  1897:  they  now  re- 
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side  in  Cando,  N.  Dak. ; he  is  a member  of  the 
F.  & A.  M.  Henry  Cornelius,  born  November 
15,  1869,  married  Dorothy  A.  True.  Edward 
Benedict,  born  July  26,  1872,  died  July  29,  1896. 
Mr.  Judd  has  been  a prolific  writer  on  historical 
matters  of  local  interest,  has  a wonderfully  re- 
tentive memory,  and  as  an  author  is 
possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  He  ] 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  members  of  the  Con-  I 
gregational  Church  at  Bethel;  socially,  he  is  a ! 
member  of  Eureka  Lodge  No.  83,  F.  & A.  M.  | 

Frank  A.  Judd,  seventh  in  the  order  of  birth  | 
of  the  children  of  Ebenezer  S.  and  Harriet 
(Stowe)  Judd,  was  born  in  Center  District,  town 
of  Bethel,  May  15,  1843.  His  boyhood  was 
passed  on  the  home  farm,  his  education  being  re- 
ceived at  the  district  schools,  which  he  attended 
up  to  the  age  of  seventeen  years  (i860).  He  then 
came  to  the  village  of  Bethel,  where  he  served  a 
four-years’  apprenticeship  to  the  hatter's  trade 
with  George  A.  Hickok  In  the  fall  of  1864  he 
worked  in  a hat  factory  at  Matteawan,  N.  Y., 
and  subsequently  was  employed  in  Orrin  Bene- 
dict’s hat  factory,  in  the  village  of  Bethel,  until 
1866,  in  which  year  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  J.  B.  Judd,  under  the  firm  name  of  Judd  & 
Co.  From  1869  to  1879  he  worked  as  a jour- 
neyman hatter  in  Bethel,  in  the  latter  year  pur- 
chasing the  hat  factory  of  Joel  E.  Fisher  and 
forming  the  firm  of  Judd  & Dunning,  consisting 
of  F.  A.  Judd  and  S.  S.  Dunning,  which  partner- 
ship continued  until  the  latter  part  of  1893.  On 
January  1,  1894,  the  style  of  the  firm  was  changed 
to  the  Judd  & Dunning  Hat  Co.,  the  several  mem- 
bers thereof  being  F.  A.  Judd.  Edward  Gehrels 
and  George  Crofut.  They  manufacture  stiff  hats 
entirely,  which  they  sell  direct  to  the  retail  trade, 
and  the  factory  has  a capacity  of. 7, 000  dozen  hats 
annually. 

On  October  t8,  1864,  Frank  A.  Judd  was 
married  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  to  Sarah  E.  Conklin, 
daughter  of  William  Conklin,  of  that  city,  and 
children  as  follows  have  blessed  this  union:  Mary 
married  Henry  Platt,  and  has  had  three  children 
— Edith,  Irene,  and  Florence.  Eva,  born  Octo- 
ber 25,  1875,  married  Frank  Parsons,  a machinist 
of  Danbury.  Howard,  born  February  5,  18 77, 
works  in  his  father’s  factory.  In  social  matters 
Mr.  Judd  is  a member  of  Eureka  Lodge  No.  83, 
F.  & A.  M.  Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and 
he  has  been  one  of  the  burgesses  of  Bethel. 


WILLIAM  BECKERLE.  It  is  said  that  I 
the  first  building  ever  erected  in  America  I 
for  a hat  shop  was  built  in  Danbury,  and  that  1 
the  first  hat  ever  made  in  the  United  States  was  i 


made  in  that  town.  Whether  or  not  these  state- 
ments are  true,  it  is  certain  that  Danbury  now 
enjoys  pre-eminence  in  that  important  industry, 
and  the  enterprising  and  • progressive  men  who 
have  contributed  to  that  result  are  not  likely  to 
allow  any  latter-day  rival  to  steal  their  laurels 
from  them.  Among  the  leaders  in  this  line  we 
must  mention  the  Beckerle  Company,  of  which 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  senior  member, 
their  extensive  trade  keeping  two  large  factories 
in  operation,  and  giving  employment  to  a numer- 
ous force  of  workmen.  At  times  their  payroll 
amounts  to  $30,000  in  a single  month.  The 
business  was  established  in  1876  by  William 
Beckerle,  C.  H.  Peix  and  Joseph  S.  Schuldice  on 
a very  small  scale,  and  their  success  has  been 
the  result  of  energetic  and  thrifty  management. 

Mr.  Beckerle  was  born  in  Germany,  March 
15,  1845,  on  a farm  near  the  beautiful  Rhine. 
His  parents.  Sebastian  and  Christina  (Hindi) 
Beckerle,  were  both  lifelong  residents  of  that 
locality,  the  father  engaging  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. They  had  six  children:  John,  now  a 
farmer  in  Germany;  William,  our  subject;  Lena, 
who  married  and  died  in  Germany;  Philip,  and 
Frederick,  both  agriculturists  in  the  Fatherland, 
and  Philipine,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Ger- 
many. William  Beckerle  was  trained  from  early 
boyhood  to  habits  of  industry,  and  at  the  age  0 
ten  was  bound  out  to  learn  the  potters  trade,  re 
maining  six  years,  during  which  he  received  on  y 
his  board  and  clothes.  In  1866  he  c^me 
America,  landing  in  NewTork  City,  w ere 
spent  one  week  before  going  to  Danbury  0 
his  permanent  home.  For  twenty  mon 
worked  on  a farm  in  that  vicinity  as  a c° 
laborer,  and  he  then  began  to  learn  t e u 
of  hatmaking,  *at  which  he  was  employed  lor 
about  eight  years  ••  on  the  bench.  n ior 

began  to  do  contracting  in  the  hat  usl  ^ 

Henry  Crofut,  and  in  the  following 
formed  a partnership  with  Joseph  S_  p 
(since  deceased)  and  C.  H.  Peix.  ^ has 
Fay  joined  them  five  years  later,  manu. 

since  died.  In  addition  to  his  care  jn  a 

facturer  Mr.  Beckerle  has  a ha  L,  -Hilltop" 
sixtv-acre  farm,  and  also  owns  the  city 
stock  farm,  of  218  acres,  overlooking  ^ 
Danbury  and  extending  to  the  corpora  _ “ o( 
He  devotes  much  attention  to  j p.:s  stables 
blooded  stock,  principally  horses,  a acer$of 
contain  about  130  choice  specimen  ^akes, 
high  pedigree,  including  the  ai  ^(.mile 
Electioneer  and  Jay  Gould  strains.  unity 

track  on  the  farm  furnishes  a /),  Hj|ltop 
for  training  his  speedy  trotters,  B 

farm  "has  a high  reputation  among  horse  . 
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Mr.  Beckerle  has  an  elegant  residence,  fitted 
up  with  the  latest  improvements.  On  August  3, 
1870,  he  married  Miss  Sophia  Harthorn,  of  Dan- 
bury, a lady  of  English  descent,  and  four  chil- 
dren have  blessed  their  union:  Mae  A.,  who 

resides  with  her  parents;  Edward  W„  who  mar- 
ried a Miss  Lewis,  of  New  Jersey;  Essie,  deceased; 
and  Ida  Mattie,  at  home.  The  family  belong  to 
the  Baptist  Church,  though  Mr.  Beckerle  is  a 
Congregationalist  in  religious  connection.  He 
has  done  much  to  sustain  the  Church  in  Dan- 
bury, and  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Baptist 
building  committee  when  the  new  edifice  was 
erected.  His  benefactions  are  by  no  means  con- 
fined to  these  Societies,  however,  as  he  is  always 
ready  to  encourage  any  worthy  movement.  In 
politics  he  is  a steadfast  Republican.  Frater- 
nally, Mr.  Beckerle  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity. 


^XrT'ILLlAM  CLIFFORD,  a well-known  resi- 
m[ It  dent  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport,  was  born 
in  County  Limerick,  Ireland,  a son  of  William 
and  Bridget  (Meade)  Clifford,  farming  people, 
who  passed  their  entire  lives  in  Ireland.  They 
had  two  children,  William  and  Jane,  both  now 
residing  in  Bridgeport. 

Our  subject  remained  in  the  old  country  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty,  when  he  came  to 
America  to  seek  his  fortune.  Soon  after  his  ar- 
rival he  settled  in  Bridgeport,  and  for  six  years 
he  was  employed  by  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
& Hartford  railroad,  in  1885  engaging  in  the 
liquor  business,  in  which  he  has  enjoyed  an  ex- 
tensive retail  trade  from  the  first.  Mr.  Clifford 
married  Miss  Delia  Larkin,  a native  of  Bridge- 
port, and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church  in  that  city.  Politically,  he  is 
an  Independent,  and,  socially,  he  is  identified 
with  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  and  the 
Foresters  of  America.  He  has  been  successfully 
engaged  for  some  time  in  the  liquor  business, 
conducting  an  establishment  at  No.  1 1 1 Water 
street,  Bridgeport. 


Francis  l.  sherwood  is  one  of  the 

best-known  men  in  Fairfield  township,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  has  passed  almost  his 
entire  life,  having  been  born  November  23,  1842, 
in  Banks  North  District,  where  he  still  resides. 

The  Sherwood  family  is  an  old  and  numerous 
one  in  Connecticut.  The  first  American  ancestor, 
Thomas  Sherwood,  came  from  Sherwood  Forest, 
in  England,  and  settled  in  Fairfield  in  1639.  from 
which  time  to  the  present  his  descendants  have 


been  numbered  among  the  useful  and  respected 
members  of  this  community,  and  they  took  an 
active  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Joseph 
Sherwood,  the  great-grandfather  of  Francis  L., 
was  a resident  of  Banks  North  District  during  the 
time  of  the  Revolution,  and  when  the  British 
marched  past  on  their  way  from  Fairfield  to  Dan- 
bury his  home  was  plundered  among  the  rest. 
He  was  shot  at,  but  as  the  bullet  only  struck  his 
hat,  they  took  him  prisoner,  intending  to  hold 
him  and  take  him  along  with  them.  He  had  had 
his  leg  broken  some  time  previously,  however, 
and,  though  it  had  healed,  he  was  still  lame,  and 
complained  that  he  was  unable  to  march;  he  ex- 
hibited his  limb,  to  convince  them,  and  he  was 
accordingly  released.  This  Joseph  Sherwood  had 
a son  also  named  Joseph,  and  his  son,  Salmon 
Sherwood,  the  father  of  Francis  L.,  was  born  in 
the  old  Sherwood  homestead,  which  was  built 
between  1750  and  1760.  Salmon  Sherwood  com- 
menced to  learn  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  but  he 
soon  abandoned  it,  and  he  was  a lifelong  farmer, 
honorable  and  upright  in  his  life  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  married  Arity  Sher- 
wood, who  was  born  in  Banks  North  District, 
daughter  of  Levi  Sherwood,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Francis  L. ; Henry  B. , 
who  is  also  a farmer  in  Banks  North  District; 
and  Esther  Mary,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  pa- 
rents were  both  Methodists  in  religious  connec- 
tion, holding  membership  with  the  Center  Street 
Church,  in  Easton.  Mrs.  Sherwood  lived  to  a 
good  old  age,  and  Mr.  Sherwood  passed  away 
when  eighty-eight  years  old,  spending  his  declin- 
ing years  with  his  two  sons,  Henry  and  Francis. 
He  was  laid  to  rest  in  Oaklawn  cemetery.  Po- 
litically, he  was  a Democrat,  except  in  local  mat- 
ters, when  he  was  non-partisan,  and  he  was  not 
a politician  in  any  sense  of  the  word. 

Francis  L.  Sherwood  was  born  in  the  same 
house  where  his  father  first  saw  the  light,  and  he 
received  his  primary  education  in  the  Banks 
North  District  school,  Thirza  Nichols  being  his 
first  teacher.  Horace  Smith  was  also  one  of  his 
early  instructors,  and  Mr.  Sherwood  has  nothing 
but  praise  for  the  old  district  schools,  for  he  did 
well,  especially  in  mathematics,  which  was  his 
favorite  study.  Later  he  studied  in  Easton 
Academy,  under  Parson  Prentiss,  and  at  Green- 
field Hill  Academy,  under  Zalmon  Wakeman, 
completing  his  literary  education  before  he  was 
sixteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  went  to 
live  with  his  uncle,  Alva  Finch,  of  Westport. 
For  six  years,  from  September  23,  1859,  until 
1865,  he  had  charge  of  Mr.  Finch’s  farm,  and 
then  returning  to  his  old  home  he  followed  the 
butcher  business  here  for  a time,  peddling  meat 
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over  the  country;  he  was  also  engaged  in 
butchering  at  Westport.  In  1869  he  went  to 
New  York  City,  where  he  carried  on  a commis- 
sion business  in  Greenwich  street  until  1871, 
when  he  returned  to  Fairfield,  and  the  year  fol- 
lowing he  purchased  his  present  home,  which 
was  then  a small  tract  of  eighteen  acres.  Here 
he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming,  and,  for  the  past  twenty  years,  in  dis- 
tilling cider  brandy,  and  by  careful  management 
and  prudence  in  all  his  dealings  he  has  been  en- 
abled to  add  to  his  original  purchase  until  he  now 
owns  nearly  sixty-five  acres  of  good  land, 
acquired  by  his  own  efforts.  Mr.  Sherwood  is  a 
self-made  man,  and  he  is  respected  and  admired 
by  all  who  know  him  for  the  standing  he  has 
gained  among  the  thrifty,  substantial  citizens  of 
the  town.  He  is  popular  and  well-liked  among 
his  fellow  men  for  his  good  nature  and  many 
sterling  qualities,  possessing  their  confidence 
wherever  he  is  known,  and  this  probably  ac- 
counts for  the  fact  that  he  has  been  chosen  to 
act  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  his  town  for  over 
thirty  years,  being  at  present  the  oldest  justice 
serving  in  Fairfield.  He  also  filled  the  office  of 
assessor  for  three  terms,  giving  satisfaction  to  all 
concerned. 

Mr.  Sherwood  was  first  married  to  Miss  Jane 
E.  Burr,  dauehter  of  Henry  Burr,  and  by  her  he 
had  two  children:  Glover  B.,  who  died  at  the 

age  of  twenty-one  years;  and  Luella  who  died 
young.  * The  mother  died,  and  was  buried  in 
Oaklawn  cemetery,  and  the  father  subsequently 
wedded  Miss  Georgia  A.  Banks,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Banks,  of  Banks  North  District.  One 
child  has  come  to  this  union,  Mabel,  who  lives 
at  home.  Our  subject  is  a stanch  Democrat 
in  political  sentiment,  but  he  believes  in  se- 
lecting only  worthy  men  for  office,  and  rather 
than  support  a candidate  whom  he  did  not  con- 
sider fit  for  public  service  he  has  declined  to  vote, 
even  when  the  nominee  was  of  his  own  persuasion. 


LFRED  B.  COLLINGS,  of  the  Higson  & 
Colhngs  Company,  leading  hat  manufact- 
urers at  Danbury,  has  worked  his  way  up  fiom 
“the  foot  of  the  ladder"  to  an  enviable  place 
among  the  business  men  of  his  locality.  It  is 
now  twenty-five  years  since  he  first  began  work 
in  the  hat  industry,  and  as  at  that  time  every- 
thing was  done  by  hand  he  has  seen  marvelous 
changes  in  the  methods  of  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness. Being  himself  thoroughly  progressive,  he 
has  always  been  among  the  first  to  accept  and 
advocate  improvements,  as  they  were  devised, 
and  his  present  shop  is  fitted  up  with  the  latest 


and  best  machinery,  the  uniform  excellence  of 
the  work  turned  out  being  a potent  factor  in  se- 
curing an  extensive  and  profitable  trade. 

Mr.  Collings  was  born  February  13,  1857,  at 
Leipsic,  Kent  Co.,  Del.,  a son  of  George  W.  and 
Mary  (Reeves)  Collings.  The  father,  who  was 
born  in  1818,  at  Little  Creek  Landing,  Del.,  en- 
listed in  the  United  States  navy  in  186],  and  was 
killed  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. , in  April,  1862,  while 
on  picket  duty  from  the  United  States  ship  “Sus- 
quehanna.” His  widow,  who  died  May  30,  1894, 
was  born  near  Burlington,  N.  J.,  December  25, 
1 8 1 6,  and  attained  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  In  the  fall  of  1862  she  removed  to 
Philadelphia  with  her  three  children,  Eva,  Marv 
and  Alfred  B.,  and,  the  latter  being  then  of  an 
age  to  take  advantage  of  the  schools  at  his  new 
home,  passed  through  the  Barlow  primary  school 
and  the  Weccacoe  grammar  school;  then  took  a 
two-years’  course  in  the  high  school.  His  studies 
were  cut  short  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  when  he 
found  employment  with  the  Western  Union  Tele- 
graph Company  as  a messenger  boy,  and  after 
nine  months  in  that  service  he  went  into  the  of- 
fice of  the  Wiegand  Boiler  Company  in  Philadel- 
phia. There  he  remained  a year,  and  then  spent 
a short  time  in  the  employ  of  M.  B.  Dyot,  a 
crockery  and  glass  dealer  of  the  same  city;  but 
on  the  fifteenth  anniversary  of  his  birth  he  took 
a position  as  errand  boy  for  P.  Hearst  & Co.,  hat 
manufacturers,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  con- 
nected with  that  industry  in  one  capacity  or 
another.  He  had  been  with  that  company  about 
seven  months  when  their  superintendent,  Will- 
iam Porter,  started  a factory  under  the  firm  name 
of  Porter,  Peniston  & Co.,  and  Mr.  Collings  went 
with  them  as  an  apprentice.  He  learned  the 
trade,  and  remained  with  the  firm  five  years, 
when  they  failed,  and  he  then  spent  several  years 
in  the  employ  of  Simon  Porter  and- others.  In 
1880  he  left  Philadelphia  to  go  to  Newark,  N.  J., 
as  foreman  of  the  finishing  room  in  Charles 
Crossley’s  factory,  and  he  afterward  came  to 
Danbury,  where  he  worked  for  Henry  Crofut  for 
a year  and  a half  as  a journeyman  in  the  curling 
department.  During  the  next  three  years  he 
served  as  assistant  foreman  of  the  curling  depart- 
ment for  Gardiner  & Dudley,  and  then,  after  a 
year  and  a half  in  a similar  position  with  T. 
Meith  & Co.,  he  took  charge  of  the  curling  room 
in  John  W.  Green's  shop,  of  which  he  was  soon 
afterward  made  superintendent.  About  this  time 
machinery  was  being  introduced  for  various 
branches  of  the  work,  and  Mr.  Collings,  seeing 
the  uniform  superiority  of  the  work  turned  out  by 
the  new  methods,  urged  his  employer  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  them,  the  curling  of  hats  by  hydraulic 
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» :tc  I t ,ng  ;in  v-j  ri  ia!.v  notable  - v «*- 

( >n  'if  Grrrn  s f i-t ;r < a ml  In  rn  f .m- 
r:>c5,  Mr  ( : g»  rriurned  to  Pbil.i-h  ; h:a  as 

s„;  j;.!«-nt  of  the  curling  r<-<  rn  in  a factory, 

h ;t  ainr  a Vf.ir  and  a half  there  he  <.mie  lark 
to  I ;rv  in  l.inuarv.  1803.  and  firmed  his 
}r'-rnt  | .1  r ’ r rr I . . p with  I'jvh!  H n f < r the 

n.anufac  i ,rr  of  M iff  and  fir  x d ie  hats  h<  tli  | art* 

r.rrs  are  p.iM,.a!  hatters,  and  are  tr.<  r -'i^hly 
an<  rd  a*  to  t he  \ alur  of  modern  n.eth*  «5-  Their 
h.:‘.i,es«  l;a < M«  adilv  iiuttased  from  the  Mart, 
and  raw  k*  »•;  s about  three  h mired  h-nds  em- 
p!<  ved. 

(’nA  ir  ist  :x.  1S78,  Mr.  ( < llu  i*s  w.ts  n ar- 
tied  to  M f i th  Ta%  ior.  w ho  was  h<  t n in  1 >rn- 
t<  n.  hr.j  '.ind.  Aimist  3.  |8'M  and  <atr.e  to 
A*:  era  a w!,*-n  five  v«.»rs  ohf  with  h«-t  j ..rents, 
hamucl  a-  d Martha  i(  o<  k)  Ta\’.<  r he\en  rhil- 
dn-n  w**r  1 rn  of  this  union  I .!:th  and  I.Imc 
its  n<  t'  r h rn.er  of  \\  h rn  ti  ed  in  < h-  •'(  ><Hf , 
hva  \\  . A.lit  ri.  who  d.ed  ill  ii.!,.m  v W’a.trf, 
Fr,.:ii*‘  ;,*td  Herbert  The  famiiv  att<  inf  the 
hirst  t ( 1. ft*  rational  Chun  h °i  l’,.n:>ury.  of 
wh'rh  Mrs  < oiht.ys  ts  a member  Whi.c  Mr. 
('•I'.n.g*  r.eser  taken  art  active  part  m p"ht- 
irai  mi  r.  < nt‘,  he  is  nit<  rested  in  aii  <j  :<  Mo  ns 
of  r.it  i n.h  o i.nrri,  and  strong!)  uj  l.<  Id*  the 
.icy  f-f  the  K r pub!  u an  party 


JOHN  H VINSON,  presidint  of  the  Vinson 
Hat  ( « 1 1 1 1 - n y . at  Danbury,  is  numbered 
among  the  substantial  business  men  of  that 
•city,  and  the  history  of  Ins  early  efforts  will 
doubtless  |.»  an  inspiration  to  many  a youth. 
One  lesson  is  distinctly  taught.  and  that  is  the 
va!ue  of  a settled  purp<  se  steadily  pursued,  with* 
<>ut  waste  of  tune  rn  experiments  in  other  hues 
cf  work,  even  though  success  should  he  some- 
what S|i  w m f i rnmt* 

Mr  \ u.soii  is  of  (term. in  d«s<«*nt,  his  great- 
grandfather having  been  a native  of  the  l ather- 
Irmd;  he  made  hi«  home  in  New  York  t it v in  the 
intervals  afmrded  hv  a sea-faring  lilt*,  and  after 
fus  retirement  William  Vinson,  our  sulm-ct  s 
grandfather,  was  born  and  r<  ared  in  New  York 
( itv.  where  he  engaged  m the  pr  xerv  business 
^or  a time,  and  later  he  became  a hitmcr  in  New 
Jersey  His  three  children  were  a!!  t>  rn  in  the 
ttictn  p<  us,  vn-.:  Marparct  married  Aaron 

*"art;.  a coal  d<  aler  of  that  city,  and  both  are 
now  dec  1 r*‘ed , W illiam.  v\  ho  w as  a cltrk  in  earlv 


life, 
tl 


"ent  to  ( alifornia  in  1849  and  pr  * I ably 


died 


wre,  J hn  H Yir.son,  Sr.,  the  \u„nrist.  vvas 
ihe  father  ot  our  subiect.  He  attended  school 
ln  •y'tw  'i  (,rk  C it y durinp  his  youth,  and  found  his 
,rs!  en'd',f’.'  m ent  in  t he  newspaper  bui-mt  ss  under 


Horace  Greeley.  Later  he  became  interested  in 
the  dtup  business,  and  then  in  the  carriage  trade, 
but  he  finally  settled  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  where 
for  Si  me  years  before  he  retired  from  business 
he  conducted  the  finest  drug  store  in  that  place. 
He  is  a ht  public  an  in  politics,  having  joined  that 
organization  rn  the  dissolution  of  the  Whig  party, 
and  he  has  ioiip  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  I.  O O.  F.  He  is  now  an  octogenarian, 
and  Ins  estimable  wile,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Hannah  Sanford,  has  long  passed  the  “three* 
m orr  and-ten  " mark.  She  ts  a member  of  a 
leading  family  of  New  Jersey,  of  English  origin, 
and  her  father.  Gamaliel  Sanford,  was  a wealthy 
farmer  and  miller  of  Newfoundland.  Passaic 
county  Of  the  seven  children  horn  to  this  wor- 
thy couple  three  died  in  infancy;  Miss  Ida  is  at 
home;  John  H.,  Jr.,  our  subject,  is  more  fully 
mentioned  below;  Frank  is  a contractor  in  New- 
ark. N.  J..  being  especially  engaged  in  dock 
building,  J<  seph  is  a dentist  in  the  same  city. 

John  H.  Vmson  was  born  May  29.  1854.  at 
Newark,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen.  He  then 
went  to  New  York  City  to  learn  the  details 
of  the  hat  business,  and,  entering  the  employ  of 
Solley  At  Seeley,  remained  six  years.  Return- 
ing to  Newark  he  formed  a partnership  with  L 
H.  Parscls.  under  the  name  of  Vinson  ti  Parsels. 
and  engaged  in  t fie  manufacture  of  hats.  The 
firm  was  in  business  but  one  year  when  Mr. 
Vinson  became  a traveling  salesman  to  the 
same  line,  and  for  several  years  he  was  “on  the 
road.”  In  1884  he  located  at  Danbury,  associa- 
ting himself  with  Holley,  Hayes  & Co.,  after- 
ward Haves  At  to.  Later  he  and  Mr.  Haves 
purchased  an  interest  in  T.  Hrothwell’s  business, 
and,  Mr.  Haves  withdrawing  after  three  vears, 
the  others  continued  under  the  firm  name  of  T. 
Hrothwell  At  Co.,  until  the  death  of  the  senior 
partner  in  iSys.  Since  that  date  Mr.  Vinson 
has  carried  on  the  business,  changing  the  name 
to  the  Vinson  Hat  Company,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  hard  tunes  he  has  enjoyed  a good  trade,  in 
supplying  which  he  keeps  about  eighty  hands 
employed. 

In  1875  Mr  .Vmson  married  Miss  Hattie  Tate, 
a lady  of  English  descent,  whose  ancestors  lived 
in  New  York  City  at  an  early  period,  although 
the  family  is  now  chiefly  represented  in  New  jer- 
sey. The  young  wife  died  three  months  after  her 
marriage,  and  in  I 886  Mr.  Vinson  formed  a sec- 
ond union,  marrying  her  sister.  Miss  Eudora 
Tate,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children:  Ade- 
laide. horn  Aiicust  27,  1889;  Margaretha,  July 
1 2 . 189:;  and  Ida,  November  22,  1894.  Mr". 
Vinson  and  his  wife  attend  the  Presbyterian 
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Church  and  contribute  generously  to  its  support,  schools.  At  an  early  age  he  learned  the  hatters 
In  political  faith  Mr.  Vinson  is  a Republican,  trade,  and  for  about  nine  months  served  as  fore- 
but  he  has  never  given  much  time  to  the  work  man  in  the  trimming  department  of  the  Judd  & 
of  the  party.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  I.  Dunning  factory;  but  the  death  of  his  father 
O.  O.  F. . and  helped  to  organize  Progressive  caused  him  to  give  up  that  position  in  order  to 
Lodge,  of  Danbury.  give  attention  to  the  latter's  coal  and  lumber 

business.  On  resuming  his  trade  he  was  employ- 
ed for  some  time  in  the  trimming  departments  of 

0EORGE  H.  CROFUT,  a rising  young  busi-  various  shops,  finally  becoming  bookkeeper  for 
ness  man  of  Bethel,  is  now  the  junior  mem-  Baird  & Levy,  and  then  bookkeeper  and  New 

ber  of  the  Judd  & Dunning  Hat  Company  of  that  York  City  salesman  for  Judd  & Dunning.  On 

place.  Practical  work  at  the  hatter's  trade  has  January  ),  1894,  he  was  taken  into  the  last- 
given  him  a thorough  knowledge  of  all  its  details,  named  firm  as  a partner,  and  at  present  he  is 
and  he  takes  a responsible  part  in  the  management  sub-manager  under  F.  A.  Judd, 
of  the  establishment.  On  June  21,  1888,  Mr.  Crofut  was  married  to 

Mr.  Crofut  is  a member  of  a well-known  Miss  Effie  L.  Lockwood,  daughter  of  Hon.  A. 
family  of  this  locality,  and  his  father,  the  late  B.  Lockwood,  of  Bethel.  She  died  January  26. 

Col.  George  Smith  Crofut,  was  born  in  the  bor-  1892,  leaving  no  children,  and  on  June  10,  1896, 

ough  of  Bethel,  and  received  his  education  in  the  Mr.  Crofut  married  Miss  Edith  A.  Dibble, 
public  schools  of  his  native  place.  When  a young  daughter  of  H.  V.  Dibble,  of  Bethel.  In  re- 
man he  spent  some  years  in  the  merchant  marine,  ligious  connection  Mr.  Crofut  is  a member  of  St. 
Later  he  served  an  apprenticeship  in  the  hat  Thomas  Episcopal  Church  at  Bethel.  He  if 
manufacturing  business  with  Capt.  Isaac  Seeley,  public-spirited,  and  has  always  shown  sympathy 

of  Bethel,  and  previous  to  the  Civil  war  was  en-  with  every  movement  which  promises  to  promote 

gaged  in  that  business  in  Newark.  N.  J.  During  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 

the  hostilities  between  the  North  and  South  he  ; 

was  captain  of  Company  G,  23d  Conn.  Regiment,  j ... 

and  after  the  close  of  the  struggle  he  became  I /f*vOULD  A.  SEYMOUR.  The  Seymour  amiy 
colonel  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  the  State  I is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this  county,  an  ( 
militia.  His  later  years  were  spent  at  Bethel,  subject  of  this  biography,  a well-known  citizen 0 
where  he  followed  the  hatting  business  for  some  South  Norwalk,  enjoys  the  distinction  of  owning 
time,  but  he  finally  engaged  in  the  coal,  wood  and  an  estate  which  is  a portion  of  an  origins  pw 
trucking  business  at  the  place  now  occupied  by  E.  chase  made  by  an  ancestor  from  the  Indians. 

N.  Fillow,  continuing  this  until  his  death.  He  head  of  the  family  came  from  France  at  an  ea^ 
was  a prominent  memberof  the  Methodist  Episco-  date,  and  about  1640  settled  at  the  presen 
pal  Church  at  Bethel,  and  socially  he  belonged  of  the  city  of  Norwalk,  acquiring  a large  tra 
to  Eureka  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  to  the  G.  A.  land  and  engaging  in  farming.  was 

R.,  at  Danbury.  In  politics  he  was  a Republi-  Seth  Seymour,  our  subject  s gran  a ^ 

can,  and  he  took  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  reared  at  the  old  home  at  Norwalk,  ^ 

serving  as  town  clerk  and  judge  of  probate,  was  mainly  spent  in  the  locality.  . ^ 
Colonel  Crofut  was  married  in  Bethel  to  Miss  Revolutionary  war  he  served  as  a so  • ^ ^ 

Mary  A.  Foster,  a native  of  the  town  of  Danbury,  American  army,  and  he  is  known  0 
who  died  in  1874,  and  he  formed  a second  union,  a personal  acquaintance  with  Genera  ^ 

with  Miss  Fannie  A.  Price.  Of  his  five  children,  ton.  He  owned  three  hundred  a^1  0|  his 

all  born  to  the  first  marriage,  our  subject  is  the  where  Norwalk  now  stands,  an  ^ j0]]owed 
youngest;  Georgianna  married  Jefferson  Hunt,  of  time  was  given  to  agriculture,  u married. 

Bethel;  Mary  Virginia  married  Theodore  R.  the  carpenter's  trade  extensively.  many 

Smith,  of  South  Norwalk,  and  has  had  three  and  had  three  children:  A lire  ' ^ ^ |„ 

children — Bessie,  Dwight  and  Florence;  David  years  a jeweler  in  New  York  1 y • . rmerat 

F..  engineer  at  the  Standard  Oil  Works,  at  Norwalk,  Conn. ; Stephen,  fo.rm®r theT 

South  Norwalk,  married  Miss  Sarah  Wolf,  and  Norwalk;  and  Uriah,  our  subject s yent  0f  the 

has  one  daughter,  Mignon;  Edward  F.,  who  j Uriah  Seymour  was  a lifelong  QfS  j,e de- 
fied at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  married  town  of  Norwalk,  and  like  his  * pursuits- 

Miss  Jessie  Foster,  and  had  one  son.  Edward.  voted  his  time  chiefly  to  agricu  Fstber 

< >eorge  H.  Crofut  was  born  August  4,  1867,  His  wife,  whose  maiden  e ]oCality\ a 

in  the  borough  of  Bethel,  were  he  spent  his  boy-  Thatcher,  was  a native  of  t e jesident- 

hood,  obtaining  his  education  in  the  public  daughter  of  Josiah  Thatcher,  a 
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This  family  was  of  English  origin.  Our  subject 
was  the  youngest  of  four  children,  none  of  whom 
ever  married:  George  (deceased)  was  the  fore- 

man of  a hat  factory  in  Danbury;  Augusta  is  de- 
ceased; and  Miss  Harriet  resides  in  South  Nor- 
walk. 

Mr.  Seymour,  our  subject,  was  educated  in 
the  schools  near  his  home,  and  being  reared  to 
farm  life  naturally  turned  to  that  occupation  on 
arriving  at  mature  age.  He  owns  about  one 
hundred  acres  of  land,  and  as  the  rapid  growth 
of  the  city  has  made  the  land  valuable  for  build- 
ing purposes  it  has  greatly  added  to  his  wealth. 
He  resides  upon  the  most  fashionable  street  in 
South  Norwalk,  and  has  other  choice  pieces  of 
property  in  the  city.  Notwithstanding  their 
abundant  means,  he  and  his  sister  are  quite  un- 
assuming in  manner,  and  delight  in  conforming 
to  the  old-fashioned  wavs.  They  manifest  a 
generous  sympathy  in  various  worthy  movements, 
and  are  identified  with  the  Congregational  Church 
at  South  Norwalk.  In  politics  as  in  other  things, 
Mr.  Seymour  does  his  own  thinking,  and  he  is 
known  as  an  independent  voter. 


WTj'  E.  PECK  conducts  the  oldest  and  most 
important  dairy  business  in  Greenwich, 
and  lives  on  land  in  Greenwich  township  which 
has  been  in  the  family  for  several  generations. 
The  section  in  which  his  farm  lies  is  called  Peck’s 
Land,  being  so  named  on  account  of  the  numer- 
ous members  of  the  family  who  make  their  home 
there. 

Mr.  Peck  is  a son  of  Edward  A.  and  Frances 
M.  (Scofield)  Peck,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Greenwich,  the  former  born  October  22,  1837, 
on  the  farm  occupied  by  our  subject.  .Arod  Peck, 
the  grandfather,  was  a lifelong  agriculturist,  and 
he  brought  his  son  Edward  up  to  the  same  voca- 
tion, the  latter  passing  his  life  on  the  homestead. 
In  addition  to  farming  he  engaged  in  the  dairy 
business,  and  by  good  management,  industry  and  1 
thrift  he  acquired  a comfortable  property  and 
made  a good  living  for  his  family.  In  Green- 
wich he  was  married  to  Frances  M.  Scofield, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: W.  E.,  and  Ella,  who  died  young.  The 

mother  is  still  living,  highly  esteemed  by  her 
friends  and  neighbors,  and  makes  her  home  with  1 
her  son;  the  father  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-one 
years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Union  ceme- 
tery,  at  Greenwich.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  to  which  the  mother  also 
belongs,  and  politically  he  was  a Republican, 
though  he  took  no  part  in  politics  beyond  casting  | 
his  vote.  I 


W.  E.  Peck  was  born  November  27,  1866, 
on  the  home  farm,  and  here  he  was  reared  to 
manhood,  falling  naturally  in  the  lines  of  busi- 
ness followed  by  his  father,  as  he  was  the  only 
son,  and  assisted  at  home  from  boyhood.  He 
began  his  studies  in  the  Peck’s  Land  school,  a 
Miss  Kellogg  being  his  first  teacher,  and  when  in 
his  “teens”  became  a pupil  at  the  school  in 
Greenwich  village,  where  he  finished  his  educa- 
tion. After  leaving  school  he  gave  all  his  time 
to  his  father’s  business,  thus  becoming  thoroughly 
familiar  with  every  detail  of  the  work  in  early 
life,  and  since  his  father’s  death  has  continued  to 
carry  on  the  farm  and  dairy  work  alone.  In  the 
latter  line  he  has  the  leading  trade  in  Greenwich; 
it  was  established  forty  years  ago,  and  from  a 
I modest  start  has  reached  good  proportions,  Mr. 

I Peck  having  a herd  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
I cows  and  running  two  wagons.  “Nothing  suc- 
1 ceeds  like  success,”  and  the  reputation  of  his 
father  as  a good  manager  and  reliable  man  was 
worth  a great  deal  in  gaining  confidence  and  pat- 
ronage, but  the  son  has  proved  himself  an  able 
successor,  and  is  a worthy  representative  of  the 
Peck  family  in  Greenwich  township. 

Mr.  Peck  was  married,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
I five  years,  to  Miss  Lillian  M.  Brundage,  of  New 
I Castle,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  who  belongs  to 
I an  excellent  family,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam H.  Brundage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  are  mem- 
bers of  t he  Congregational  Church  at  Greenwich. 
In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican  and  votes 
regularly,  but  he  is  not  active  in  party  affairs. 


EORGE  H.  BECK,  the  proprietor  of 
! “Beck’s  Lakeside  Inn,”  in  the  town  of 
Stamford,  Fairfield  Co..  Conn.,  has  been  widely 
known  to  pleasure  seekers  throughout  this  sec- 
tion for  the  past  five  or  six  years.  He  came  to 
Stamford  in  1890,  and  commenced  business 
there  by  opening  a cafe  on  Main  street,  which  he 
1 conducted  for  one  year,  in  1891  establishing  the 
“ Lakeside  Inn,”  which  he  has  ever  since  car- 
ried on. 

Mr.  Beck  is  a native  of  Connecticut,  borp 
December  25,  1854,  in  Bridgeport,  where  his 
father,  Jacob  Beck,  followed  the  carpenter’s 
business.  The  latter  was  born  in  Germany, 
came  to  America  when  a young  man,  and  became 
a highly  respected  resident  of  Bridgeport,  where 
he  was  foreman  at  the  depot  for  some  time.  He 
built  the  track  at  Seaside  Park.  Jacob  Beck 
married  Catherine  Connors,  and  by  her  had 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  we  have  record  of 
seven  as  follows:  John  (who  resides  in  Norwich, 
Conn.),  George  H.,  Jennie,  Willie,  Walter,  Julia 
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and  Catherine.  The  father  passed  away  in  1 879. 
the  mother  in  1880. 

George  H.  Beck  received  a good  practical 
training  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city. 
After  commencing  work  he  was  engaged  as  a 
bricklayer  for  a short  time,  and  then  for  eight  or 
nine  years  was  employed  as  a waiter  in  a res- 
taurant. He  now  branched  out  on  his  own  ac- 
count, for  ten  years  carrying  on  a wholesale  and 
retail  fruit  business  in  Fairfield  avenue  under  the 
firm  style  of  the  Bridgeport  Fruit  Company. 
During  the  next  ten  years  he  was  similarly  en- 
gaged in  Danbury,  Conn.,  whence  he  returned  to 
Bridgeport,  still  continuing  the  fruit  business. 
His  next  removal  was  to  Darien,  where  for  a 
year  and  a half  he  conducted  the  "Columbia 
Hotel,"  and  he  has  since  been  a resident  of  Stam- 
ford. Mr.  Beck  has,  in  addition  to  the  inn,  full 
control  of  Woodside  Park.  It  is  his  intention 
for  the  coming  season  to  enlarge  the  "Lakeside 
Inn,”  which  has  become  a popular  resort  for 
pleasure  parties,  and  which  Mr.  Beck  has  taken 
pains  to  render  attractive  in  every  possible  way. 
The  inn  is  especially  noted  for  its  "shore  din- 
ners," and  its  patrons  have  been  increasing  yearly 
in  a most  encouraging  degree,  a fact  which  is 
due  as  much  to  the  proprietor's  pleasant  manner 
of  treating  his  guests  as  to  the  satisfactory  ser- 
vice afforded  by  his  house. 

Mr.  Beck  has  been  twice  married,  first  time 
in  Bridgeport,  to  Mary  Feeney,  by  whom  he  had 
two  children : Maggie  and  Katie.  He  was  subse- 
quently united  in  marriage  at  Farmington, 
Conn.,  to  Evaline  Burns. 


JrOHN  K.  SCHWARZ,  one  of  the  prosperous 
J self-made  men  of  Fairfield,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  is  a typical  native  of  the  Fatherland, 
industrious,  economical,  thrifty  and  persevering, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  respected  residents  of  his 
adopted  town,  where  he  has  lived  for  over  a 
quarter  of  a century.  Mr.  Schwarz  was  born 
December  23,  1847,  in  Sachsen-Meiningen,  Ger- 
many, the  eldest  in  the  family  of  Herman  and 
Maria  fGottwaldl  Schwarz,  which  consisted  of 
four  children,  viz.:  John  K. ; Elizabeth,  who 

fives  in  Germany.  Ernest,  who  died  in  Hamburg, 
Germany;  and  Matilda,  married,  living  in  Ger- 
many. The  father,  who  was  a well-to-do,  re- 
spected farmer,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  in 
Germany;  the  mother  is  still  living  there. 

Mr.  Schwarz,  our  subject,  as  will  be  seen, 
was  the  only  one  of  the  family  to  come  to  the 
United  States.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  country,  attending  during  his  earlier 
years  the  public  schools,  and  after  the  age  of 


nine  pursuing  his  studies  in  a private  school, 
where  in  addition  to  the  elementary  branches  he 
studied  Latin,  French,  music,  etc.  He  learned 
rapidly,  and  when  he  left  school,  at  the  age  of 
thirteen,  was  well  advanced.  His  father  wished 
him  to  study  for  the  ministry,  but  it  was  his  am- 
bition to  become  a physician,  and,  as  the  parents 
could  not  afford  to  give  him  a medical  education, 
he  decided  to  leave  school.  He  commenced 
work  by  helping  his  father  at  farming,  at  which 
he  continued  for  some  time.  He  did  not  wish 
to  be  compelled  to  enter  the  army,  so  in  1867  he 
bade  adieu  to  his  home  and  friends,  and  set  out 
for  the  United  States,  embarking  at  Bremen  in 
the  steamer  " Werra,”  bound  for  New  York  City 
where  he  landed  a stranger  in  a strange  land, 
with  nothing  but  his  clothes  and  sevent.v-five 
cents  in  money.  However,  he  had  learned  the 
butcher  trade  thoroughly  in  Germany,  and  he 
found  work  at  same  in  Hudson  City,  N.  j.,  re- 
ceiving ten  dollars  a month  for  his  services,  whicn 

I at  that  time  he  considered  good  wages.  It  was 

not  long  before  he  commenced  to  grow  homesick 

and  he  became  so  restless  and  discontented t 

he  left  his  position  after  working  one  month,  bu> 

ing  clothing  with  the  money  he  had  earne 
expecting  to  find  other  employmen  without  an 
I trouble.  He  proceeded  to  New  York  City  but 
1 after  his  money  was  gone  he  «Per'e"f  ,,  r 
time  than  he  had  anticipated,  andhewdlnevr 
forget  the  hardships  of  his  first  winter ■ * 
ica  for  he  had  no  work  for  months,  and  for  se 
eral  weeks  he  did  not  taste  warm  food.  H 
finally  found  employment  at 
as  general  utility  man  for  a Mr. 
whom  he  remained  one  year,  prov  g > 

faithful  worker.  Following  tb» in 
his  trade  at  Albany,  N-  Y.,  in  a which  he 
a brick  yard,  and  in  a brewery  » ;• 
went  as  a deckhand  on  the  steam  J The 

plving  between  Albany  and  Newyo.kR‘Lwjck, 
n.vt  winter  he  worked  at  his  trade  Brunswig 


next  winter  he  worked  at  Conn.,where 

N.  J-,  thence  coming  to  Bridgeport  C 

he  was  engaged  for  a year  and  evera  ^ 
with  Andrew  Snyder,  a butch  • settled  in 
In  the  spring  of  .871  Mr'  ? on  April 

Fairfield,  where  he  comme"“d  empi0y  be  con- 
ist  for  Samuel  Glover,  m wh  yearS 

tinued  for  six  years.  For  ita  SaltaSi  and 

he  was  coachman  for  Mrs.  engaged  in 

aller  he,  removal  U.m  F f » 

the  poultiy  business;  but  »1» ' d uM 

well  in  the  local  markets  he  « making  three 

U^a°w 2 and 

on  veo^profitably55’  ln  addition  ‘°  attendl"g 
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this  work  he  furnishes  choice  fruit  and  fresh  eggs 
to  the  best  trade  in  New  York,  keeps  bees,  and 
sells  the  honey  in  New  York,  and,  altogether,  has 
built  up  a large  and  thriving  trade,  which  yields 
him  a comfortable  income.  Mr.  Schwarz  handles 
only  the  choicest  products  for  the  high-class 
trade,  and  he  has  gained  his  present  standing  by  j 
thorough  honesty  and  reliability  in  all  his  deal- 
ings, and  close  attention  to  the  details  of  his 
business,  which  is  growing  steadily. 

Mr.  Schwarz  was  married  in  New  York  City 
to  Miss  Margaret  Rose,  who  was  born  in  Schles- 
wig-Holstein, Germany,  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try when  a young  woman.  Four  children  have  I 
blessed  this  union,  namely:  Annie,  Lena,  Fred  i 

H.  and  Maggie,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  with  j 
their  parents.  The  family  attend  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  the  daughters  are  mem- 
bers. Mr.  Schwarz  is  a Republican  in  political 
sentiment,  though  he  is  not  a strict  party  man. 


Mr  ORRIS  WHEELER,  a prominent  con- 
_ _ tractor  and  builder  of  Bridgeport,  is  a 
representative  of  an  old  and  highly-respected 
family  of  the  town  of  Easton,  his  ancestorshaving 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  various  movements 
which  have  tended  to  the  lasting  benefit  of  the 
community,  and  in  the  course  of  his  career  he  has 
shown  the  same  enterprise  and  thrift  which  have 
characterized  the  family  from  the  early  days. 

Mr.  Wheeler  is  descended  from  John  Wheeler, 
a pioneer  farmer  of  Easton.  His  son,  Samuel 
Wheeler,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Easton  and  followed  farming  there. 
During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  was  active  in 
preparing  for  the  defense  of  this  section  from  the 
threatened  attacks  of  the  British,  and  was  among 
those  captured  by  General  Trvon  in  his  famous 
raid  on  Danbury,  but  was  released  after  being 
carried  two  miles. 

Silas  Wheeler,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
a lifelong  resident  of  Easton,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  agriculture.  He  married  a Miss  Sanford, 
of  the  same  town,  and  they  had  eleven  children, 
of  whom  ten  lived  to  adult  age.  The  majority 
of  them  settled  on  farms  in  Easton,  but  David, 
one  of  the  sons,  located  in  Bridgeport  and  be- 
came the  founder  of  what  is  now  the  Bridgeport 
Malleable  Iron  Works.  Another  son,  Ebenezer, 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shovels,  and  later 
in  the  sewer-pipe  business. 

Sanford  Wheeler,  the  father  of  our  subject,  j 
was  born  and  reared  in  Easton,  and  spent  his  j 
life  in  farming  there.  He  married  Miss  Marietta 
Banks,  daughter  of  Solomon  O.  Banks,  a well-  i 
known  agriculturist  of  the  town,  and  they  had  i 
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four  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
youngest.  Marcus  is  a farmer  at  Greenfield  Hill, 
this  county;  Franklin  S.  is  a carpenter  in  Bridge- 
port; and  Benjamin  S.,  now  deceased,  made  his 
home  in  Canada.  The  parents  of  this  family  are 
both  buried  in  Easton. 

Morris  Wheeler  was  born  November  15,  1837, 
at  the  old  homestead,  and  during  boyhood  at- 
tended the  neighboring  district  school.  As  farm 
work  was  not  to  his  liking  he  began  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  finally 
locating  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  soon  established 
himself  in  an  independent  business  as  a con- 
tractor. He  owns  and  rents  considerable  prop- 
erty in  the  city,  and  is  regarded  as  a substantial 
citizen.  In  politics  Mr.  Wheeler  is  a Republican, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  Bridgeport,  his  family  having 
been  adherents  of  that  faith  from  an  early  period. 
His  wife,  who  was  formerly  Miss  Rosanna  Burns, 
is  a native  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Marietta,  who  married  John  Crounan, 
of  Bridgeport. 


FRANK  E.  DOWNES.  This  enterprising  and 
successful  young  merchant,  now  the  propri- 
etor of  a general  store  at  Stamford,  is  a worthy 
representative  of  one  ef  the  pioneer  families  of 

the  county,  being  a descendant  of Downes, 

who  came  from  Scotland  at  an  early  day  and  set- 
tled at  Stanwich,  in  the  town  of  Greenwich.  Seth 
Brush  Downes,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  and  resided 
there  throughout  his  life,  being  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a blacksmith  and  farmer.  He  married 
Miss  Mamie  Scofield,  of  Stanwich. 

Silas  Smith  Downes,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  North  Greenwich,  and  now  resides  upon 
a farm.  In  addition  to  his  agricultural  work,  he 
is  engaged  in  teaming  and  in  the  blacksmith  s 
trade,  the  family  characteristics  of  thrift  and  in- 
dustrv  being  well  illustrated  in  his  career.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Jane  White,  and  had  seven 
children,  viz. : Frank  E. , Frederick  E. , Addie  E. , 
Charles  E.,  Elmer  E.,  Arthur  E.  and  Mabel  E. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  1,  1867,  at 
the  old  homestead  in  North  Greenwich,  and  his 
education  was  acquired  in  the  schools  of  that 
locality.  During  his  boyhood  he  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm  and  in  the  blacksmith  shop, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  secured  em- 
ployment as  a clerk  in  Webster  Haight's  grocery 
at  Glejiville,  with  a view  to  gaining  experience  in 
business.  After  two  months  in  that  position  he 
removed  to  Stamford,  where  he  was  employed 
as  a clerk  by  Greenwood  & Slater  for  two  and 
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one-half  years,  and  in  August,  1888,  having  ob-  I subject;  John,  a resident  of  Bridgeport,  nowliv- 
tained  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  business,  he  j ing  retired;  and  Emeline,  who  died  unmarried, 
opened  a general  store  at  Noroton.  This  he  con-  j George  F.  Stevenson  was  born  October  7, 
ducted  successfully  for  about  two  years,  and  dur-  I 1819,  in  New  York  City,  where  he  resided  dur- 
ing that  time  he  served  as  postmaster  at  the  vil-  | ing  his  youth  and  early  manhood.  After  leaving 
lage.  In  April,  1890,  he  sold  out  his  business  \ school  he  learned  the  jeweler's  trade,  and  on 
there  and  returned  to  Stamford  to  engage  in  a | leaving  New  York  he  went  to  Detroit,  Mich., 

similar  enterprise  at  the  corner  of  Myrtle  avenue  I where  he  was  employed  in  that  business  fora 

and  Main  street.  Success  attended  the  venture  j year.  He  then  established  a plant  fn  Brooklyn, 

from  the  start,  and  on  July  25,  1891,  he  pur-  | N.  Y.,  for  the  manufacture  of  jewelry  and  gold 

chased  a lot  at  No.  42  Myrtle  avenue,  where  he  1 pens,  continuing  same  until  his  removal  to 
built  his  present  commodious  and  convenient  I Bridgeport,  where  he  has  made  his  home  since 
store.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  I 1854,  conducting  a prosperous  jewelry  business 
citizens  of  the  town,  and  his  popularity,  which  I in  the  city. 

extends  to  all  classes,  is  based  upon  the  sure  In  1847  Mr.  Stevenson  married  Miss  Susan 
foundation  of  well-proven  merit.  I Middlebrook,  a sister  of  H.  B.  Middlebrook,  ol 

At  Pound  Ridge,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Downes  was  I Bridgeport,  and  three  children  have  blessed  the 
married  to  Miss  Ida  F.  Knapp,  daughter  of  Will-  1 union:  Charles  F.,  who  is  now  associated  with 
jam  E.  Knapp,  a prominent  resident  of  Stamford,  I his  father  in  the  jewelry  business;  Shore  E.,  who 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  much  esteemed  in  the  I died  young;  and  Carrie,  who  married  F. 
social  circles  of  the  locality.  He  is  connected  i Goodell,  of  Bridgeport.  The  family is 
with  various  fraternal  orders,  including  the  1.  O.  I teemed  socially,  and  Mr.  Stevenson  and  his  wi  e 
O.  F.,  Rippewam  Lodge,  of  Stamford.  1 are  leading  members  of  the  Congrega  1011a 

I Church.  Though  not  a politician,  Mr.  Steven- 
, son  is  a firm  believer  in  the  principles  and  policy 


€EORGE  F.  STEVENSON.  The  Stevenson 
family  is  of  English  origin,  and  the  ancestors 
of  this  Well-known  resident  of  Bridgeport  were 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Westchester  coun- 
ty, New  York. 

Frederick  Stevenson,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y., 
and  for  many  years  was  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  there  and  in  New  York  City.  During 
the  Revolutionary  war  he  entered  the  army,  and 
he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Long  Island.  His 
•wife.  Hannah  Brown,  of  Westchester  county, 
was  also  of  English  descent,  and  was  a native  of 
Greenwich,  Fairfield  Co..  Conn.  They  had  nine 
children,  six  daughters  and  three  sons,  of  whom 
Ferdinand,  the  eldest,  was  lost  at  sea.  John, 
the  youngest,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty. 

Shore  E.  Stevenson,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  in  New  York  City.  He  was  a man  of 
fine  ability  and  attainments,  being  specially 
noted  as  a linguist,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
about  1850,  he  was  district  attorney  for  New 
York  City.  During  his  active  career  he  held 
various  positions  under  the  general  government, 
and  for  many  years  he  was  connected  with  the 
New  York  custom  house.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  he 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  married  Miss  Ophelia  Hunt,  of 
Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  and  had  four  chil- 
dren: Frederick  W. , deceased,  who  was  formerly 
a bank  clerk  in  New  York  City;  George  F.,  our 


of  the  Republican  party. 


Jt  RTHUR  E.  TWEEDY.  The  Tweedy  family 
| has  been  so  long  and  so  extensively  identi- 
fied with  the  business  of  hat  manufacturing  U 
its  members  may  be  regarded  as  pioneers  m a 
line,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  an  enterpris- 
ing voung  business  man  of  Danbury,  is j”0* 
leader  in  one  of  the  allied  branches  of  the  trad 
— that  of  manufacturing  hat  trimmings. 

1 comparatively  new  line  of  work,  but  ew 
I in  the  United  States  being  devoted  ,0  j1"  ; 

I Tweedy’s  plant  on  East  Franklin  street,  Dan^ 

I bury,  has  special  interest  on  that  accou 

' ' ^ Abiiah  E.  Tweedy,  our  sobjeet’s  gra^**^ 

I was  one  of  the  most  promment  hat^  ^ 

I facturers  in  the  country  in  his.  J’  , pan. 

I a native  and  a lifelong  resi  ^ a 

| burv,  and  did  much  to  ma.’®  „ jJ  Bost- 
i center  of  industry.  He  married  ^ ^ children, 

I wick,  and  their  family  consfed  ° e a partner 
I viz.:  Theodore;  Thomas,  who  be-am P 
i of  Edmund  Tweedy  in  hat  nia"u'aCt  g’ Oliver 
i iam.  also  a hat  manufacturer  a h married 

l P.,  our  subject’s  father;  and  Susan,  wno 
I Dr.  Charles  Skiff.  , and reared 

The  late  Oliver  P.  Tweedy  ' the  business 

i in  Danbury,  and  followed  exclus  y^  Mjss 
1 of  dealer  in  hat  trimmings.  nanburv,  whose 

| Annabella  S.  Nichols,  a native  of  Danbury, 
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father,  Edward  A.  Nichols,  is  now  a Vesident  of 
New  York  City,  his  office  being  located  at  room 
32,  No.  13  Astor  place.  After  his  marriage  Oliver 
P.  Tweedy  settled  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
died  in  1883,  his  wife,  who  survived  him  about 
twelve  years,  passing  away  in  1895. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  Septem- 
ber 22,  1865,  in  New  York  City,  and  when  one 
year  old  came  to  the  more  healthful  surroundings 
of  Danbury,  where  his  education  was  begun  in 
the  public  schools.  Later  he  attended  a private 
school  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. , and  Doctor  Hol- 
brook’s Military  Academy  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y., 
and  then  began  his  preparation  for  business  by 
working  as  an  office  boy  in  a hat  factory.  After 
gaining  an  insight  into  the  practical  details  of  the 
trade,  he  went  on  the  road  as  a salesman  for 
trimming  goods,  and  a few  years  later,  in  1887, 
he  formed  a partnership  with  F.  L.  Butler,  and 
established  his  present  business.  The  firm  of 
Butler  & Tweedy  continued  until  1895,  when  Mr. 
Tweedy  purchased  his  partner’s  interest,  and  he 
has  since  conducted  the  business  alone.  This  in- 
dustry was  built  up  from  a small  beginning  after 
many  discouragements,  and  has  finally  been  es- 
tablished on  a very  sound  basis,  Mr.  Tweedy  be- 
ing now  the  largest  manufacturer  of  hat  bands  in 
the  country,  and  from  present  indications  this 
will  soon  supersede  to  a great  extent  the  same 
class  of  goods  which  are  now  imported.  This 
very  desirable*  state  of  affairs  has  been  brought 
about  by  and  is  one  of  the  great  benefits  of  our  pro- 
tective tariff.  Mr.  Tweedv’s  financial  investments 
are  varied,  and  he  is  interested  in  a number  of 
corporations,  including  the  Pahquioque  National 
Bank  and  the  Danbury  & Bethel  Street  Railway 
Company,  in  both  of  which  he  holds  the  office  of 
director.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a Re- 
publican, as  was  his  father,  and  he  inclines  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Congregational  Church,  to  which 
his  family  has  always  adhered. 

In  1888  Mr.  Tweedy  married  Miss  Grace  L. 
Pulling,  daughter  of  J.  L.  Pulling,  a well-known 
citizen  of  Danbury,  and  two  children,  Donald  and 
Margaret,  have  blessed  the  union. 


Jf  H.  BEARD,  grocer  and  real-estate  dealer  of 
Shelton,  was  born  January  16,  1839,  in  Long 
Hill  school  district,  in  the  town  of  Hunting- 
ton,  Fairfield  county,  a son  of  Joel  Beard,  of  the 
same  place. 

Mr.  Beard  received  a common-school  and 
academic  education,  and  labored  with  and  for  his 
parents  until  he  was  twenty-one.  For  the  next 
eight  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  wood  and 
timber  business,  after  which  he  moved  to  Shelton 


and  built  the  first  business  block  on  the  newly 
laid-out  grounds  of  the  present  borough,  a sub- 
stantial and  respectable-looking  structure  which 
is  now,  as  it  always  has  been,  the  best  buiness 
I stand  in  the  borough,  being  situated  on  the 
corner  of  Howe  avenue  and  Bridge  street.  Mr. 
Beard  commenced  trading  in  groceries  and  provis- 
ions on  October  1,  1868,  in  the  new  block,  and 
continued  the  business  until  October  1,  1871, 

I when  he  sold  it  to  Horace  Wheeler.  After  this 
for  about  fifteen  years,  he  was  in  different  enter- 
prises, and  he  has  since  spent  most  of  his  time  in 
the  grocery  business,  now  carrying  on  same  at 
No.  476  Howe  avenue.  From  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  to  the  present  time  he  has  been  quite 
| an  extensive  dealer  in  real  estate.  He  has 
| served  his  fellow  citizens  as  first  selectman,  town 
j agent  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  several  years, 

I and  has  filled  most  of  the  o^her  offices  of  the 
town  and  borough;  was  representative  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  during  the  winter  of 
I 1883-84,  and  served  on  several  important  com- 
mittees. Politically,  Mr.  Beard  has  always  been 
a Democrat. 

In  1868  Mr.  Beard  married  Miss  Emily  Eliz- 
I abeth  Hurd,  daughter  of  Ezra  A.  Hurd,  of  Mon- 
roe. She  died  in  1888,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Helen  Willard  Beard.  He  was  married,  in  1889, 
to  his  present  wife,  Margaret  Elizabeth  Blue, 
daughter  of  James  U.  Blue,  of  Defiance,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Beard  has  always  been  a true  and  loyal  citi- 
zen of  Shelton,  laboring  for  its  development  in 
I every  practical  way,  and  is  a public-spirited  man. 


MENRY  LEE,  a prominent  resident  of  Bridge- 
_ port,  is  favorably  known  throughout  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  being  considered  an  author- 
ity on  the  history  of  the  commonwealth,  and  his 
collection  of  books  published  in  Connecticut  is 
one  of  the  largest  in  existence  to-day.  He  also 
holds  an  influential  place  in  business  and  politi- 
cal life,  and  at  present  is  serving  as  a commis- 
sioner of  Fairfield  county  under  appointment 
I from  the  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Lee  was  born  March  24,  1848,  in  Coven- 
| try,  Conn.,  and  at  an  early  age  entered  the  era- 
I ploy  of  the  Union  Metallic  Cartridge  Company, 

] then  located  in  that  town.  He  became  thor- 
I oughlv  acquainted  with  the  business,  and  in  No- 
I vember,  1868,  soon  after  the  removal  of  the  plant 
| to  Bridgeport,  he  came  hither  to  take  charge  of 
I the  priming  department.  In  ) 881  he  severed  Ins 
J connection  with  the  company,  and  engaged  in  the 
I grocery  business  in  partnership  with  the  late 
I George  M.  Robertson,  a year  later  forming  his 
I partnership  with  Charles  J.  Ketcham,  and  con- 
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tinuing  in  the  same  line  of  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Lee  & Ketcham.  In  June,  1895,  Mr. 
Lee  retired,  but  he  retains  his  connection  with 
business  interests  as  a director  and  stockholder 
in  the  Lee  Brothers  Furniture  Company,  an  ex- 
tensive and  prosperous  enterprise.  Politically 
he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  since  locating  in 
Bridgeport  has  held  numerous  official  positions, 
elective  and  appointive.  In  1881  he  was  elected 
registrar  of  the  old  Sixth  ward,  being  re-elected 
to  the  same  post  in  1 882.  In  1 885  he  was  elected 
to  the  board  of  selectmen,  and  in  1887  and 
1888  he  represented  the  Third  ward  in  the 
board  of  aldermen.  In  1889  Mr.  Lee  was 
the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the  mayor- 
alty, but  was  defeated,  and  during  the  last  i 
term  of  Mayor  Marigold  he  served  fifteen  months  i 
as  fire  commissioner,  resigning  at  the  end  of  that  j 
time.  On  August  1,  1895,  he  was  appointed  to  | 
his  present  office  of  county  commissioner  for  the  | 
term  of  four  years,  and  he  is  now  serving  as  secre-  I 
tary  and  treasurer  of  the  board.  In  this  incum- 
bency he  displays  the  same  tact  and  acumen 
which  brought  him  success  in  business  life,  and 
his  services  have  met  with  the  unqualified  ap- 
proval of  the  people,  irrespective  of  party  ties. 
Socially  Mr.  Lee  is  identified  with  numerous 
organizations,  including  the  Ancient  Order  of  I 
Essenes:  the  Sea  Side  Club;  Seaside  Court  of  ! 
Foresters;  St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  | 
Jerusalem  Chapter,  while  his  attainments  as  a 1 
historian  have  made  him  a valued  member  of  the  I 
Bridgeport  Historical  Society  and  the  Connecti- 
cut Historical  Association. 


TPVAVID  H1GSON,  a well-known  resident  of  1 
jDj  Danbury,  was  born  December  29,  1855,  at  I 
Stockport,  England,  where  his  ancestors  have  had  i 
their  home  for  generations.  The  late  Giles  Hig-  1 
son,  our  subject's  father,  who  was  born  there,  ! 
died  in  March,  1895,  and  the  mother,  Jane  (Bur-  I 
gess)  Higson,  a native  of  Adlington,  England,  is  I 
still  living  at  Stockport.  They  had  six  children:  I 
Sarah  Jane,  David.  Elizabeth  Ann,  Charles,  1 
George,  and  Kate.  I 

The  schools  of  his  native  town  afforded  Mr. 
Higson,  our  subject,  his  educational  opportuni-  1 
ties,  and  he  was  in  the  grammar  school  when  he  I 
gave  up  his  studies  at  the  age  of  thirteen  to  take  I 
a position  as  clerk  in  the  correspondence  office  of  ; 
the  London  &•  Northwestern  Railway  Company.  I 
He  had  already  determined  to  learn  the  hatter’s  ! 
trade,  but  as  he  was  not  old  enough  to  enter  upon  I 
an  apprenticeship,  he  continued  his  work  for  the  I 
railway  company  for  a year,  and  then  entered  the  I 
hat  factory  of  F.  Woodham  & Co.,  of  Stock-  I 


port.  This  firm,  then  among  the  most  prominent 
in  that  line  of  business,  was  composed  of  F. 
Woodham,  James  McQueen,  of  London,  Eng- 
land, and  a Mr. 'Johnson,  of  Paris,  France.  Their 
manager,  William  Battersby,  is  now  the  head  of 
the  firm  of  William  Battersby  & Sons,  the  well- 
known  hat  manufacturers  of  Stockport.  For 
seven  years  and  a half  Mr.  Higson  remained  with 
F.  Woodham  & Co.,  acquiring  a complete 
knowledge  of  the  business,  and  then  he  became 
superintendent  of  W.  J.  Taafe’s  factory  in  the 
same  town.  After  eight  years  in  this  position  he 
became  interested  in  a commission  business  in 
hats  at  Stockport,  and  continued  in  same  for  his 
own  account  two  years,  when  he  began  work  as  a 
manufacturer  under  the  firm  name  of  D.  Higson 
& Co.  A few  years  later  he  decided  to  come  to 
America  to  establish  a jobbing  trade  in  hats,  and 
in  October,  1889,  he  landed  at  New  York  City 
from  the  steamer  City  of  Berlin,  of  the  Inman 
line.  He  found  the  American  methods  of  manu- 
facture greatly  inferior  to  those  of  England,  and 
instead  of  carrying  out  his  original  plan  he  began 
to  introduce  improvements  in  different  factories 
whose  progressive  owners  desired  to  put  his  ideas 
into  operation.  The  first  man  to  make  such  an 
arrangement  with  him  was  Mr.  Brown,  of  Dicker- 
son  & Brown,  Kosciusko  street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
and  after  introducing  his  system  in  their  shop  he 
spent  about  two  years  as  superintendent  of  the 
stiff-hat  department  in  the  factory  of  H.  H. 
Haelofs  & Co.,  Tw-elfth  and  Brown  streets,  Phil- 
adelphia, and  one  year  in  the  same  capacity  with 
John  B.  Stetson  & Co.,  Philadelphia.  He  then 
came  to  Danbury  and  had  charge  of  Crofut  & 
White’s  shop  for  a year,  during  which  he  inaugu- 
rated similar  improvements  there.  On  leaving 
that  firm  in  1894,  he  organized  the  business  he 
was  lately  connected  with,  and  so  rapidly  has 
their  business  increased  that  their  factory  on  Rail- 
road avenue,  which  employed  about  three  hun- 
dred hands,  was  unable  to  fill  all  their  orders. 
They  were  the  sole  manufacturers  in  America  of 
the  noted  velvet  pile-finish  hats,  for  which  the 
well-known  firm  of  E.  V.  Connett  & Co.,  of  New 
York  City,  became  the  exclusive  selling  agents. 

In  March,  1879,  Mr.  Higson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Elizabeth  Bayley, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Shawcross)  Bayley, 
the  former  of  whom  was  employed  during  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life  as  superintendent  of 
large  cotton  mills  in  different  parts  of  England. 
Mrs.  Higson  was  one  of  a family  of  ten  children. 
The  Higson  residence  at  No.  6 Stevens  street, 
Danbury,  is  a pleasant  one,  and  Mr.  Higson  and 
his  wife  are  prominent  in  social  life  and  in  the 
work  of  the  Unitarian  Church  at  Danbury. 
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Mr.  Higson  having  become  a citizen  of  the 
United  States,  he,  in  November,  1896,  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote,  balloting  for  William  Mc- 
Kinley, whose  policy  of  protection  he  heartily  ap- 
proves. Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  and  is  a past  master  of  the  Lodge  of 
Peace,  No.  322,  at  Stockport,  England. 


E EDWARD  VON  GAL,  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
» zens  of  Danbury,  is  extensively  engaged  in 
hat  manufacturing,  his  success  in  this  line  being 
based  upon  sound  business  sagacity,  untiring  en- 
ergy and  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  details  of 
the  trade. 

Mr.  Von  Gal  is  a descendant  of  an  old  Ger- 
man family,  and  the  ancestral  estate  in  the  Fath- 
erland has  been  held  by  the  Barons  Von  Gal 
since  1 100.  Our  subject's  grandfather,  who  was 
a member  of  the  king’s  bodyguard,  lived  and  died 
in  German}-.  Jacob  Von  Gal,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Cologne.  Germany,  and  mar- 
ried Gertrude , a native  of  a neighboring  vil- 

lage. He  was  a wealthy  man.  and  never  engaged 
in  any  occupation.  In  1848  he  came  to  America, 
and  after  traveling  for  a number  of  years  located 
permanently  in  Danbury,  where  his  death  occurred 
June  27,  1875.  His  intelligence  and  his  sympa- 
thy with  progress  led  him  to  espouse  the  cause 
of  liberty  during  the  Civil  war,  and  he  served 
with  distinction  as  a soldier  in  the  Union  army. 
His  widow  is  now  receiving  a pension,  and  some 
time  ago  received  back  pension  amounting  to 
$4,000.  In  his  early  years  Mr.  Von  Gal  united 
with  the  Lutheran  Church,  with  which  the  family 
have  ever  since  been  identified.  Of  his  children, 
the  twins,  Jacob  and  Jacobina,  were  born  in  Ger- 
many, the  former  now  a hatter  in  Norwalk, 
Conn.,  and  the  latter,  who  is  unmarried,  residing 
at  home;  Lewis,  who  was  born  in  Illinois,  is  a 
hatter  in  Norwalk;  George,  born  in  Brooklyn, 
N-  V.,  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six;  Edward,  our 
subject,  is  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth;  Constant  is 
a hatter  in  Danbury. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  January 
>9,  1862,  in  Danbury,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood. He  attended  the  local  schools  until  he 
was  fifteen  years  old,  when  he  entered  the  box 
shop  of  E.  S.  Davis,  with  whom  he  remained 
three  years.  Having  then  decided  to  learn  the 
hatter's  trade,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
four  years  in  Henry  Crofuts  factory,  where  he 
afterward  became  superintendent  of  the  finishing 
department.  After  continuing  about  two  and  a 
half  years  in  that  position  he.  on  June  1,  1888, 
formed  a partnership  with  A.  B.  Davenport  under 
fhe  firm  name  of  Davenport  & Von  Gal,  and  be- 
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gan  the  manufacture  of  stiff  and  soft  hats.  They 
did  an  extensive  business  until  April  22,  1896, 
when  their  factory  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
they  dissolved  partnership  on  June  1 following. 
Mr.  Von  Gal,  however,  rebuilt  the  factory,  and 
has  since  conducted  the  business  alone,  manufact- 
uring stiff  hats  exclusively.  He  has  the  advan- 
tage of  understanding  the  business  from  the 
standpoint  both  of  the  workman  and  of  the  man- 
ufacturer. For  two  years  he  was  master  work- 
man of  the  Hatters’ Assembly,  Knights  of  Labor, 
at  Danbury,  and  during  that  time  represented 
them  at  various  meetings.  When  only  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  became  the  vice-president  of 
the  Hat-Finishers’ Association,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing year  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  president, 
which  he  held  until  he  went  into  business  for 
himself,  and  became  a member  of  the  Manufact- 
urers’ Association. 

On  October  20,  1886,  Mr.  Von  Gal  married 
Miss  Theodora  Bloomer,  daughter  of  Theodore 
Bloomer,  a well-known  citizen  of  Danbury;  the 
Bloomer  family  is  of  English  descent, and  has  an 
old  and  honorable  ancestry.  Four  children  were 
born  of  this  union:  Nettie,  who  died  October 

1 5 , 1895;  Marjorie  and  George,  who  are  both  at 
home;  and  Edward  Jr.,  who  died  in  July,  1895. 
Mr.  Von  Gal  and  his  wife  are  leaders  in  social 
affairs,  and  he  is  a member  of  various  fraternal 
societies,  including  the  order  of  Foresters  and 
the  B.  P.  O.  E.,  in  which  he  was  elected  in  1895 
to  the  highest  office.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican. 


A.  CLANCY.  Among  the  brave  men  who 

fought  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union 

were  many  gallant  sons  of  “ Old  Erin,”  and  the 
subject  of  this  biography,  who  is  a wealthy  re- 
tired resident  of  Bridgeport,  won  an  honorable 
record  in  the  service.  In  private  life  also  his 
name  has  been  associated  with  a high  ideal  of 
citizenship,  and  in  his  extensive  business  opera- 
tions as  a foundryman  in  the  firm  of  Giles  & 
Clancy  he  gained  an  enviable  standing  in  finan- 
cial circles,  the  firm’s  plants  at  Bridgeport  and 
Norwalk  being  conducted  for  years  without  giv- 
ing a note  or  passing  a pay-day. 

Mr.  Clancy  was  born  July  18,  1833,  in  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  where  his  ancestors  have  made 
their  homes  for  generations.  Morris  Clancy,  his 
grandfather,  was  a merchant  tailor  there,  and  of 
his  seven  sons  all  followed  that  business,  and  all 
but  one,  William,  remained  in  the  old  country. 
A son  of  the  latter,  also  named  William,  served 
with  distinction  in  the  Civil  war,  attaining  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and  met  a soldier’s 
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death  in  the  war  with  Spain,  being  killed  in  the  salem  Council,  Hamilton  Commandery,  K.  T., 
first  engagement.  and  Pyramid  Temple,  Order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

Thomas  Clancy,  the  father  of  our  subject.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Catholic,  having  been 
was  a lifelong  resident  of  Ireland.  He  married  reared  in  that  Church,  and  politically  he  is  an 
Miss  Catherine  Fitzgibbon,  also  a native  of  that  Independent,  though  previous  to  1896  he  gave 
country,  and  our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  the  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party.  At  all 
family  of  six  children  born  of  this  union,  the  times  he  has  taken  keen  interest  in  public  affairs, 
others  being:  Mary  A.,  deceased;  John,  a book-  but  official  honors  have  no  charms  for  him,  and 
keeper,  who  has  been  employed  for  twenty-five  he  has  frequently  declined  to  appear  as  a 
years  by  the  Adams  Express  Company,  in  New  candidate. 

York  City;  Ann,  deceased;  Thomas,  a toolmaker  

for  the  Belknapp  Manufacturing  Company,  of 

Bridgeport;  and  Catherine  (deceased),  who  mar-  /7*VEORGE  M.  BENNETT,  a military  veteran, 
ried  Daniel  Murphy,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  VJ  is  now  a prominent  agriculturist  of  Trum- 

Richard  A.  Clancy  obtained  his  education  in  bull  township,  and  his  farm  at  Long  Hill  shows 
the  schools  of  his  native  land  previous  to  the  age  the  same  judicious  management  that  has  charac- 
of  fourteen  years,  when  he  came  to  America,  ar-  terized  his  efforts  in  other  lines  of  business.  As 
riving  at  Bridgeport  June  15,  1848,  and  soon  will  be  seen,  he  is  a self-made  man,  and  bis  biog- 
afterward  he  was  bound  out  to  Wheeler  & Clark  raphy  will  be  of  general  interest, 
to  learn  the  foundry  business.  After  completing  In  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines  Mr.  Ben- 
his  term  of  three  years  he  spent  one  year  under  nett  is  descended  from  old  Holland  stock,  and  his 
special  instruction  at  the  Crescent  Iron  Works,  ancestors  settled  at  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  in  an 
where  he  remained,  and  after  two  years  was  early  day.  His  great-grandfather— Bennett- 
placed  in  charge,  filling  this  position  acceptably  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  AuryBen- 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  nett,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a carpen- 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  pth  Conn.  V.  I.  He  ter  by  trade,  and  a lifelong  resident  of  Jamaica, 
was  given  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  and  served  Aury  Bennett  (2),  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 

nineteen  months,  part  of  the  time  in  command  at  Jamaica,  and  for  some  years  followed  farming 
of  his  company,  and  alter  his  discharge  he  re-  there,  but  his  last  days  were  spent  at  Long  Hi  , 

turned  to  Bridgeport.  Finding  the  business  out-  Fairfield  county,  where  he  died  in  1883-  J| 
look  unpromising  he  went  to  New  Haven  to  find  wile,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lucy  Hie  s, 
employment  at  his  trade,  and  three  weeks  later  also  deceased. 

he  was  made  foreman  of  the  plant  of  Osborn  & Mr.  Bennett,  our  subject,  was  k0J,n  . ^ 
Gaylord,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years.  1 834,  at  the  old  home  in  Jamaica,  and  isy°u.a 
He  then  went  back  to  Bridgeport  as  assistant  was  mainly  spent  there.  He  was  cducae 
toreman  of  the  Pacific  Iron  Works,  and  subse-  the  public  schools  of  the  locality,  and  a 
quentlv  took  a similar  position  with  the  old  Hall  Academy,  and  on  leaving  school  e ■ * ^ 
Bridgeport  Iron  Works,  after  eight  months  being  the  carriage  maker’s  trade,  which  he  ° °.  , osj. 
appointed  foreman  of  that  establishment.  This  Jamaica  until  1859.  He  then  engage  ^ ^ 
post  he  held  until  January,  ] 876,  when  he  formed  ness  on  his  own  account  as  a mem  er^  ^ 
a partnership  with  John  V.  Giles,  and  engaged  in  firm  of  Spaulding  & Bennett,  u ^ fecon(j 
the  foundry  business  in  Bridgeport,  under  the  he  left  this  and  entered  the , 3y  j.,  his 

firm  name  of  Giles  & Clancy,  who  continued  in  lieutenant  of  Company  I,  4°'“  1 • 1 gew’ard. 
business  successfully  sixteen  years,  the  New  1 commission  being  signed  bv  k°'ern0  actjve 
York,  New  Haven  k Hartford  Railroad  Com-  I For  the  fourteen  months  following  e ancj at the 

pany  giving  them  all  the  work  of  that  road,  i service  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  ^ 

They’  also  conducted  the  South  Norwalk  Iron  ■ end  of  that  time  he  was  mustere  from  the 
Works,  at  South  Norwalk,  Conn.,  for  some  1 rank  of  first  lieutenant.  On  "1^re<_treet  railway 
time.  In  1892  Mr.  Clancy  sold  his  interest,  and  i front  he  found  employment  in  t e - re(nained 
retired  to  spend  the  afternoon  of  life  in  well-  I shops  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  w repair  depart- 
earned  leisure.  ! thirteen  years,  as  foreman  of  k ^ faD  a 

Mr.  Clancy  married  Miss  Helen  M.  Daly,  1 ment.  and  for  two  years  of  t ,s  y:ew  York 
daughter  of  Dennis  Daly,  a native  of  Bridgeport,  I hoarding  house  on  Twenty-first  s r Jucted  a con- 
and  a descendant  of  an  old  Irish  family.  So-  I City.  In  the  meantime  he  a so  c°^  vears,  an^ 
daily’  Mr.  Clancy  and  his  wife  are  prominent,  ! feet ionerv  store  at  Jamaica  or  - f'ent  home- 
and  he  is  a member  of  Corinthian  Lodge,  F.  & i in  March,  1881,  he  remove  o ^fli d 

A.  M.,  at  Bridgeport;  Jeiusalem  Chapter,  Jeru-  1 stead  at  Long  Hill.  Mr.  enn 
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in  Jamaica  to  Miss  Conger,  a native  of  New 
York  City,  and  three  children  have  blessed  the 
union:  George  Thomson  Conger  died  in  in- 

fancy; Harry  Hicks  resides  in  Bridgeport,  this 
county,  where  he  is  employed  as  superintendent 
by  D.  T.  Conger;  Charlotte  Thomson  (deceased), 
married  A.  E.  Poland,  and  had  one  daughter, 
Charlotte  Bennett. 


E^DWARD  BURKE  is  one  of  the  prosperous 
4 business  men  of  Danbury.  Like  many  of 
our  enterprising  citizens,  he  is  of  Irish  parentage, 
but  he  can  claim  Danbury  as  his  native  place, 
having  been  born  there  October  17,  i8t2.  His 
ancestors  had  their  home  in  Countv  Galway, 
Ireland,  and  his  grandfather,  James  Burke,  was 
a farmer  there  throughout  life. 

The  late  Patrick  Burke,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  the  only  one  of  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren to  come  to  America,  the  others  remaining 
in  Ireland.  He  crossed  the  ocean  in  1850,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife,  Mary  (Kelly),  and  six 
children,  of  whom  four  died  from  ship  fever 
shortly  after  landing.  Of  the  surviving  two,  the 
elder,  Patrick  Burke,  Jr.,  is  a hatter  in  Danbury, 
and  Bridget  is  the  wife  of  Edward  McPhelemy, 
of  the  same  place.  Our  subject  was  the  first  of 
five  children  born  in  America:  Michael,  deceased, 
was  the  superintendent  of  O.  Benedict’s  hat 
shop  in  BetheJ;  James  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one;  John,  deceased,  was  a hatter  by  trade; 
Mary  died  at  the  age  of  six.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  March  9,  1866,  and  the  father  on 
March  12,  1896.  He  took  much  interest  in 
politics,  casting  his  vote  regularly  for  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  both 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  to 
which  faith  our  subject  also  adheres. 

Edward  Burke  spent  his  youth  in  Danbury, 
where  he  attended  school  and  later  learned  the 
hatter's  trade,  following  same  in  different  fac- 
tories there  and  in  Boston.  In  June,  1882,  he 
engaged  in  his  present  occupation,  starting  on  a 
small  scale,  and  he  succeeded  so  well  that  in  a 
few  years  he  was  able  to  build  the  brick  block 
which  was  opened  for  business  December  19, 
1885.  His  trade  is  now  extensive,  and  bis  stock 
includes  all  kinds  of  groceries  and  provisions,  a 
full  assortment  of  ales,  wines,  liquors  and  cigars, 
and  a line  of  old  Maryland  whiskies.  His  estab- 
lishment is  at  Nos.  109-1 11  South  street.  As 
he  began  his  business  career  without  capital,  his 
success  must  be  attributed  to  hard  work  and 
careful  management,  those  unfailing  factors  in 
success.  Mr.  Burke  is  president  of  the  Wine, 
Liquor  and  Beer  Dealers’  Association  of  Dan- 


I bury,  and  is  on  the  executive  board  of  the  State 
| association. 

Until  the  campaign  of  1896,  Mr.  Burke  was  a 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  his  vote 
was  then  cast  with  the  Republican  party  for 
honest  money.  Before  Danbury  became  a city 
he  held  the  office  of  burgess  for  two  years,  from 
1888  to  1890,  and  was  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  streets  and  sidewalks. 

On  November  28,  1876,  Mr.  Burke  married 
Miss  Mary  J.  Sweeney,  daughter  of  Patrick  and 
Mary  Sweeney,  of  Danbury.  She  died  June  3, 
1890,  and  on  June  11,  1892.  he  married  her  sis- 
ter Elizabeth,  who  died  on  October  27  of  the 
following  year.  On  November  28,  1895,  he 
formed  a third  union,  this  time  with  Mrs.  Mary 
(Lavin)  Braumfeldt,  daughter  of  Patrick  and 
Mary  Lavin,  of  Danbury,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Edward  Keys,  born  May  17,  1897. 


CtLARENCE  H.  BRADLEY,  one  of  the  intel- 
1 ligent,  energetic  farmers  of  Greenfield,  is 
well  known  in  this  part  of  Fairfield  county,  and 
the  name  he  bears  is  always  suggestive  of  the 
best  type  of  citizenship  in  Fairfield  township. 
He  was  born  here,  in  Banks  North  District, 
on  August  12,  1854,  and  is  the  eldest  in  the 
family  of  Zalmon  B.  and  Sarah  E.  (Sherwood) 
Bradley,  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere.  The 
family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this  region. 

Mr.  Bradley  acquired  his  earlier  education  in 
the  schools  of  the  district  in  which  he  was  born, 
and  was  reared  to  farm  life  on  the  old  home- 
stead, living  at  home  until  his  marriage,  with  the 
exception  of  the  three  years  he  spent  in  Toledo, 
Ohio,  where  he  attended  the  high  school.  Dur- 
ing vacation  he  was  employed  in  a sash,  door  and 
blind  factory.  When  twenty-one  years  old  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Adda  Chase, 
daughter  of  Stephen  P.  Chase,  and  they  made 
their  home  with  Mrs.  Bradley’s  parents  on  their 
farm  at  Greenfield  for  a time,  later  removing  to 
Bridgeport,  where  our  subject  engaged  in  the 
meat  business.  He  had  a partner  for  several 
years,  after  which  he  continued  the  business 
alone,  remaining  in  Bridgeport  until  1893,  since 
which  time  he  has  occupied  his  father's  farm  at 
Greenfield.  Here  he  has  engaged  in  farming, 
having  charge  of  the  property,  and  he  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  up- 
to-date  agriculturists  in  the  locality,  where  he  is 
widely  and  favorably  known.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Greenfield  Grange,  of  which  organization 
he  served  as  secretary  for  three  years,  and  while 
in  Bridgeport  he  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Butchers’  Association  of  that  city.  His  politi- 
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cal  sympathies  are  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and,  while  not  exactly  a politician,  he  takes  a 
keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  party  and  in 
local  public  affairs,  and  he  served  ably  as  town- 
ship assessor.  Mr.  Bradley  has  a wide  circle  of 
friends  in  Fairfield,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  men  in  the  neighborhood. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradley  have  had  two  children, 
Florence  C.  and  Irene  S.,  both  of  whom  are 
living. 

/pvEORGE  W.  BARNUM,  of  Danbury,  an  hon- 
\^i  oied  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  belongs  to  a 
family  which  distinguished  itself  for  patriotism 
and  valor  during  those  troublous  times,  as  will 
be  seen.  Our  subject  is  a successful  business 
man  and  a iepresentative  American  citizen,  lend- 
ing his  influence  to  the  various  movements  that 
tend  toward  progression. 

Mr.  Barnum  was  born  March  7,  1 S42,  in  New 
Fairfield,  this  county,  where  he  obtained  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age 
of4en  he  hired  out  to  a farmer  there  with  whom 
he  remained  six  years,  receiving  his  board  and 
clothes  and  a few  months’  schooling  each  year. 
When  sixteen  he  went  to  Richmond,  Ya.,  to  learn 
the  sash  and  blind  business,  but  in  1860  he  re- 
turned North,  locating  in  Danbury,  where  he  was 
first  employed  as  a clerk  in  a store  and  later 
worked  in  a hat  factory.  When  the  Civil  war 
broke  out  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  3d  Conn. 
V.  I.,  for  lour  months,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  resumed  the  work  of  clerking  in  a store 
at  Danbury.  In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  G,  23d  Conn.  V.  I.  for  one  year,  and 
served  under  General  Banks  at  New  Orleans.  On 
his  return  to  Danbury  he  followed  the  hatter’s 
trade  for  a time,  alter  which  he  re-entered  the 
service.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  engaged 
in  carpentering,  but  in  1870  he  embarked  in  the 
grocery  business  in  partnership  with  his  cousin, 
Hendrick  Barnum.  A few  years  later  he  formed 
another  partnership  with  Albert  B.  Reed,  under 
the  name  of  Barnum  & Reed,  and  their  store  at 
No.  307  Main  street  enjoyed  a large  and  profitable 
trade,  their  stock  of  groceries  and  provisions 
being  an  excellent  one. 

On  April  26,  1866,  Mr.  Barnum  was  married 
to  Miss  Sarah  L.  Raymond,  daughter  of  John  D. 
and  Eliza  Raymond,  prominent  residents  of  Dan- 
bury. She  died  August  u,  1 886.  and  on  July 
11,  1890,  our  subject  formed  a second  matri- 
monial union,  this  time  with  Miss  Anna  E.  Platt, 
of  Danbury,  whose  father,  George  Platt,  is  a 
well-known  citizen  of  this  county.  Mr.  Barnum 
is  the  father  of  five  children,  all  by  his  first  mar- 


riage: Fannie  E.,  bom  September  8,  1870, 

married  to  Charles  F.  Wilson,  of  Danbury; 
Laura  E.,  born  October  3,  1872,  who  married 
Ward  B.  Dann,  and  has  one  son,  Ward  C.,born 
January  30,  1896;  Charles  W.  and  Charline  W., 
twins,  born  February  28,  1875,  the  latter  of 
whom  died  on  August  15  of  the  same  year;  and 
Clara  D.,  born  April  26,  1882,  living  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Barnum  is  a Republican,  and 
he  has  held  several  offices,  and  in  1869  he  was 
elected  constable  for  three  years.  In  1882  he 
was  elected  burgess  of  his  borough,  and  was  also 
appointed  a grand  juror.  His  service  in  the  war 
was  supplemented  by  five  years  in  the  State 
militia,  and  he  was  a charter  member  of  the  local 
company,  of  which  he  was  made  second  lieuten- 
ant at  its  organization,  and  was  later  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  He  belongs  to 
numerous  fraternal  and  military  societies,  includ- 
ing the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  I.  O.  R.  M.,  the  K.  of 
P.  (in  which  he  is  Past  Chancellor);  the  G.  A.  R., 
and  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 


The  Barnum  family  traces  its  descent  from 
Thomas  Barnum.  or  Barnham,  as  the  namewa? 
originally  spelled.  He  was  born  in  England  in 
1625,  and  about  1640  came  to  America,  locating 
at  Springfield,  Mass.  In  1643  he  removed  to 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  in  1660  to  Norwalk,  and 
later  he.  with  seven  other  heads  of  families,  in 
eluding  James  Beebe,  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  set- 
tled at  Danbury,  at  what  is  now  the  south  end 
of  Main  street.  He  was  twice  married,  and  dj 
his  second  wife  had  five  children:  Thomas, 
Francis,  Richard,  John  and  Ebenezer.  01  toe  e. 

cv — w,Vh!.rrt  hnth  reDresented  Dannun 


in  the  Colonial  Legislature.  , 

Francis  Barnum.  the  next  mthe  lmeot 

scent,  was  born  in  Norwalk,  and  died  a ou  /. 
He  married  Mary and  had  sx  so" 

Isaac,  David,  Samuel,  Thomas,  Nathan  and  Abe - 

Nathan  Barnum,  the  next  anecstor  in  th  0 
rect  line, married  Rebecca  Lockwoo  , 0 ^ 

and  in  .742  they  removed  to  New  Fairheio 
They  had  two  children:  Nathan,  Jr..  d 

David  Barnum,  our  subJect  s £ ... 

father,  was  born  in  Danbury,  af  1 fc 
and  died  January  30,  1822.  On  J y \,er0t 
he  married,  for  his  first  wd®>  ""  ’ born  of 
Samuel  Towner,  and  five  chi!  r and 

the  union,  their  names,  wlth  March  28 

death,  being  as  follows:  Nathan,  MAugllc,  9. 

1757— September  13,  ’ ’Rebecca,  Novemi*' 
,758— December  31,  !793;  Re  0ctober 2t. 
3,  1760— October  20,  181,,  A h Septets- 
1762 — December  7,  17931  and  navjd  Batn“ffl 
ber  n,  1764-  March  24,  !°34'.  ima  daught« 
married,  for  his  second  wtfe,  Jem.ma, 
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N . ► "rd  m i yf  : in  1 br  ( ;v  ;l  w i , Hat v i y . ami 
1 Jr  . died  S ( \ i *i 1 1 •»- r </.  i88n.  1 tic 

‘r<  < r-«i  "lie  <f  I !>*•», i.»-r  B .»i  i.nin  w as  Krl'iua 
M'ad.  d.mghirr  of  l\n  lii.th  and  Rebecca 
She  (fn-d  Man  h 187  c Their  chil- 
i*:rn  "<rr  (.r.  ri’i.  t.rn  |i;r.c  2t,  * S 1 . died 
1"*v  2,  1882;  lehr).  I in  May  HI.  1821.  died 
M ^ re h si,  iK's;  I iMi.cr  M.t  l-  rn  January  lb, 
0:>>,  a funnel,  now  living  if  I, red  at  No  449 
Ma;n  Mrret.  I >anbnr  \ 

1 1 ■ iner  H.  Bainnm.  i nr  MiUrcts  father,  "as 
1'  rn  May  ic.  at  *s*  w 1 airfield,  and  on 

j'ternlier  8.  i 3 c>.  1 : . 1 r <d  Mos  Fbza  Foote,  a 
native  of  Nrwto"n.  U in  February  27,  t8l2. 
She  "as  a daughter  of  I'fnio  and  Pint  be  I*ootc, 
and  fier  family  wys  i : r of  the  t.rst  to  settle  at 
Nrwi<  "n.  After  hm  t ...|  r Homer  B.  Bar- 
ri’-in  settled  uj  <>n  a farm  in  Nt  w Fairfield,  "here 
he  f(  !1,  wed  the  o<  c uj  n of  a stc  ne  ma*on, 
and  also  worked  as  a o mb  maker.  He  "as  a 
man  of  remarkable  fine  of  ihatactcr,  as  "as 
shown  bv  his  gallant  s.,|  ; .it  of  the  gover nrnent 
d:rinp  the  Civil  war.  in  "huh  he  lost  his  lift. 
He  "as  one  of  the  t;r*-t  to  u in  the  Kepnhlican 
I ;*rty,  and  with  his  Inc  m i s inhsted  in  the  1 
1 nil  n army,  their  r»  < « id  ft  n.i;  giv  en  below.  His  > 
"’.fe.  "ho  died  C ><  t < let  1 2 . 18';,  bore  him  six 
s'ns-  William  A..  b<  rn  August  24.  1834.  is  a 
f n r n .er  at  Cannon  Statu  n,  this  county;  Theo- 
<!l>Te  H.,  horn  June  to,  1 S 3 7 . died  April  18, 
'^79:  h ben  L.,  b . r n Am-ust  13.  1839,  is  a 
| 'Jtrhtr  and  merchant  at  I 'anbury : George  U.  1 
1?  subject  pr  1 j er  id  this  s k etch . Frederick  C 
h<  rn  October  14,  1843,  met  a s>  Idler  s death  on 
J me  21,  18(  3,  at  l.a  Fiurrhe  Crossing,  La.; 
and  Edwin  H..  born  < »c  t < her  28.  1847.  is  now  a 
succfctful  business  man  of  Hradford,  Itnn.,  be- 
ir,g  a director  in  larking  and  ether  corporations  . 


and  an  extensive  producer  of  petroleum.  (He  was 
fi.ru.erly  a noted  oil  operator.) 

The  patriotic  zeal  of  Homer  B.  Barnutn  and 
h:s  sons  is  well  described  in  an  article  in  the  A a~ 
:i,  nal  hc'.  ifw  of  Washington.  D.  C..  entitled 
•*A  Fighting  Family.  A Father  and  Five  Sons 
in  the  Army  ” The  writer  says; 

••  Mr.  Fditor. — The  following  extract  from  the 
Irovidmce  (K.  1.)  I'rea  of  October.  1862,  is 
furnnhed  by  a Danbury  cories|>ondent ; Among 
the  numerous  volunteers  from  Danbury  is  an  old 
man  named  Homer  B.  Barnum  and  five  sons.  A 
more  patriotic  fighting  family  is  not  to  he  found 
in  tins  region.  If  the  sons  fight  as  well  as  the 
father  they  will  tlo  their  share  toward  crushing 
out  the  Keheihon.  The  father,  who  is  nearly 
sixty  years  of  age.  passed  himself  of!  to  the  mus- 
tering c flair  as  forty-four,  and  was  mustered  io 
« \er  a year  ago.  and  as  a member  of  Company 
A.  I 1 1 h ( onnerticut,  has  since  followed  in  the 
division  of  the  brave  Burnside.  At  the  battle  of 
Antutam  he  was  on  the  skirmish  line  at  the 
some  bridge,  and  was  stationed  behind  a post, 
and  did  not  leave  his  position  until  he  had  emp- 
tied ins  Sharp's  rifle  fifty-nine  times.  As  he  is 
an  old  experienced  fox  hunter,  it  may  be  pie- 
Mimref  that  few.  if  any.  of  his  shots  w<*ie  wastrel. 
He  had  one  narrow  escape.  Soon  after  seating 
himself  he  discovered  a hole  in  the  post  opposite 
Ins  heart;  reaching  outside  the  post  he  put  in  a 
so  ne  and  went  to  work  again.  In  a few  min- 
utes the  stone  covering  the  hole  was  shattered 
bv  a ball  from  a Rebel  sharpshooter,  pieces  of 
the  slone  and  hall  falling  through  into  his  lap. 
But  the  old  hero’s  time  had  not  come  yet.  He 
e oolly  closed  up  as  before  and  resumed  his  labors. 
A number  of  gentlemen,  learning  the  facts  of  the 
devotion  of  the  family  to  our  cause,  yesterday 
quietly  made  a donation  visit  to  the  mother  and 
remaining  son,  and  left  goods  and  money  to  the 
amount  of  over  $50  as  a slight  token  of  their  ap- 
plet iation  of  the  sacrifice  of  this  household.  It 
was  well  deserved.  May  all  the  worthy  heroes 
of  our  grand,  noble  army  be  temembered  and 
rewarded. 

••  As  a sequel  to  the  above  1 will  give  a brief 
sketch  of  the  service  of  this  patriotic  family  dur- 
ing the  war.  The  father,  Homer  B.  Barnum, 
enlisted  October  25,  1861,  in  Company  A, 
Eleventh  Connecticut,  and  was  in  all  the  battles 
of  the  regiment  until  July  12,  1864,  when  he  was 
shot  through  the  head  by  a sharpshooter  and  in- 
stantly killed  in  the  trenches  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg, Ya.  His  time  would  have  expired  October 
following.  When  the  regiment  veteranized  he 
oflered  his  services  for  three  years  more,  but  our 
old  surgeon,  Doctor  Whitcomb,  said  to  him: 
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• Homer,  vou  are  too  old  a man  to  go  for  three 
years  more.  There  are  plenty  of  younger  but 
not  better  men  to  take  vour  place.  Stay  your 
other  year  out  and  then  go  home.  ^ our  family 
is  well  represented  now.  I will  get  you  a 
thirty-davs’  furlough  to  go  home  with  the  boys; 
but  do  not  stay  in  the  aimy  any  longer  than  your 
present  enlistment.1  At  his  death  his  remains 
were  brought  home  to  Danbury,  where  they 
peacefully  rest  in  our  beautiful  cemetery,  and  he 
is  yearly  remembered  on  ‘ Memorial  Day,'  to- 
gether with  nearly  two  hundred  other  gallant 
heroes. 

“The  eldest  son,  William  A.  Barnum,  was 
rejected  as  a soldier,  being  subject  to  epileptic 
fits,  but  served  as  a steward  for  about  two  years 
on  various  government  transports.  Theodore 
H.  Barnum  enlisted  for  three  years  in 
Company  B,  Fourteenth  United  States  In- 
fantry, Second  Battalion,  and  contracted  inflam- 
matory rheumatism  and  chronic  diarrhea,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  died  several  years  later.  He 
was  in  several  engagements,  including  the  battle 
of  Bull  Run.  Eben  L.  Barnum  enlisted  April 
25,  1861,  in  Company  C,  Third  Conn.  Vol.  Inf. , 
for  three  months,  and  on  November  13.  1861,  in 
Company  A,  Eleventh  Conn.  Vol.  Inf.,  for  three 
vears,  and  received  honorable  discharges  from 
both  regiments,  having  served  both  enlistments 
in  full. 

“George  W.  Barnum,  Jr.,  enlisted  April  25, 
186],  for  three  months,  in  Company  C,  23d 
Conn.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  on  August  25,  1862,  in 
Company  G,  23d  Conn.  Regiment,  for  nine 
months,  and  served  both  terms  in  full.  Fred- 
erick C.  Barnum  enlisted  for  nine  months  in 
Company  K,  23d  Conn.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was  shot 
and  instantly  killed  in  the  battle  at  LaFourche 
Crossing,  La.  He  is  buried  where  he  fell.  This 
left  the  sixth  and  youngest  son  (eleven  years  of 
age)  at  home  with  his  mother,  where  he  stayed 
until  the  Eleventh  Connecticut  came  home  on  a 
veteran  furlough,  and  he  returned  to  the  seat  of 
war  with  them  as  sutler's  clerk.” 

The  Danbury  Evening  News  of  April  26, 
1889,  says:  “Two  G.  A.  R.  men  became  Sons 

of  Veterans  to-night — Eben  L.  Barnum  and  G. 
W.  Barnum,  brothers.  The  family  have  not  only 
an  honorable  but  also  a very  patriotic  war  record. 
It  was  a sight  seldom  witnessed,  two  brothers, 
one  fifty  years  and  the  other  forty-eight,  wearing 
upon  their  breast  the  honorable  badge  of  the  G. 
A.  R.,  going  through  the  beautiful  and  impress- 
ive service  of  initiation  and  coming  out  full-fledged 
Sons  of  Veterans  as  members  of  Nelson  L. 
White  Camp  No.  to.  Capt.  Tobert  Davis,  ably 
assisted  by  inspector  Edward  S.  Whiton,  very 


gracefully  performed  the  duties  of  the  occasion. 
James  E.  Moore  Post,  No.  18,  of  which  E.  L. 
Barnum  is  senior  vice-commander,  was  especially 
invited  to  be  present.  A beautiful  collation  was 
served  by  the  ladies  and  society  after  the  serv- 
ices. ” 


TCfrENRY  B.  M1DDLEBROOK.  Whether  by 
politics  or  by  literature,  by  the  professions 
or  by  manual  labor,  the  path  leading  to  success 
is  a thorny  one.  Perseverance  and  industry,  wis- 
dom and  judgment,  physical  and  mental  endur- 
ance. are  the  requisite  stepping-stones.  Few 
men,  comparatively,  combine  in  their  general 
make-up  these  necessary  qualifications,  and  he 
who  does  is  more  often  called  “lucky  by  the 
world,  that  looks,  not  at  the  toiler,  but  at  the 
man  who  stands  firm  before  the  people  on  he 
topmost  point.  The  hope  of  result  gives 
charm  to  all  labor,  and,  as  we  com lemplat : on 
the  lives  of  the  successful  men  of  ,t°-da3\™ 
little  do  we  realize  the  despair,  the , hea™ 
and  almost  hopelessness  of  the  worker  that  pre 
cedes  the  crowning  glory  of  success, 
storv  of  men  who  have  achieved  success  is  a ht 
ting  study  for  the  coming  generations  of  Am 
Scan  citizens,  and  we  here  present  to  our  readers 

one  worthy  of  emulation.  . 

Henry  B.  Middlebrook,  whose  name  intro 
duces  this  article,  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  Conn., 

February  14-  >829-  a son  of  Sa™ue  a]s0  a 
garet  (Rickert)  Middlebrook  the  for m q( 

native  of  Bridgeport,  and  the  latt 
Dutchess  county.  N.  Y..  of  pood  d H q( 
stock.  Samuel  B.  Middlebrook  vv s a s ^ 
Samuel  Middlebrook  (b°rn  ln  He  spent  his  life 
county,  of  English  extraction).  Curtis 

in  Bridgeport,  and  was  one  of  the  firm  ^ He 
& Middlebrook,  vessel  and  house  P had  eight 
married  Margaret  Rickert,  an  y e rec0rd: 
children,  of  whom  the  following  is  the  r^  and 
Maria  married  George  Augu  ’ -edPGeorge  S. 

builder  of  New  Haven;  Susan  Sarah  Ann 

Stevenson,  a jeweler  of  Bn  g J? hinet-maker  of 
married  George  S.  Curtis,  a cabinetm^ ^ 

Trumbull  (both  she  and  her  - Qeorge>  de’ 
ceased);  Margaret  S.  did  not  m y.  ( it. 

in  the  market  business,  Charles, 


i ceased,  was  in  the  market  busi ; fol- 
1 ceased,  was  a house  painter;  -1°,^.  and  Henry 
| lowed  carpentering  as  an  occup  1 his  (amilykept 
1 B.  is  our  subject.  The 'ather  of  t h' poiitics he 
I a paint  store  for  a number  o . eputy  shenS 

I was  a Democrat,  and  had  had 

, of  the  county.  During  the  war  q(  Bridge- 
i performed  guard  duty  near  . J commuM- 
j port.  He  and  his  entire  family 
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cants  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Middlebrook  died  October  20,  1838,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  April  27,  1882. 

Henry  B.  Middlebrook  spent  his  early  days  in 
Bridgeport,  and  here  in  the  local  schools  re- 
ceived his  education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  began  to  learn  the  tinning  and  sheet-iron 
trade,  and  later  the  plumbing  trade,  at  which  he 
served  a four-years’  apprenticeship.  Following 
this  he  worked  as  a journeyman  until  i860,  when 
he  formed  a co-partnership  with  P.  R.  Bishop 
under  the  firm  name  of  Bishop  & Middlebrook, 
this  partnership  lasting  four  years,  when  our  sub- 
ject formed  another  business  alliance,  this  time  ■ 
with  J.  W.  and  Charles  E.  Wilmot;  they  con- 
tinued together  until  1871,  when  one  of  the  j 
members  of  the  firm  died,  the  other  two  carry- 
ing on  the  business  for  two  years  under  the  name 
of  Middlebrook  & Wilmot.  Mr.  Middlebrook  j 
sold  out  his  share  to  Zalmon  Goodsell,  and  re-  J 
moved  to  Naugatuck;  but  after  remaining  there  a | 
short  time  he  returned  to  Bridgeport  and  opened 
his  present  business — plumbing,  gas  and  steam  \ 
fitting,  etc.  He  has  made  a thorough  study  of  j 
his  trade,  and  is  therefore  capable  of  giving  the  I 
best  satisfaction  possible  for  first-class  workman-  \ 
ship. 

On  November  29,  1849,  Mr.  Middlebrook  , 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louisa  A.  Hay-  j 
den,  of  Litchfield,  a daughter  of  Canfield  and  j 
Candis  Hayden.  Mrs.  Middlebrook  died  De-  ; 
cember  26,  1892.  One  child  came  to  bless  this 
union — Fred  H.,  who  married  Estella  J.  Hanson,  I 
of  Bridgeport,  and  has  one  child,  Grace  E.  ' 
Fred  is  in  charge  of  his  father's  store,  and  bids  : 
fair  to  be  a most  successful  man,  his  genial  man- 
ner and  gentlemanly  bearing  winning  for  him  a ! 
high  place  both  socially  and  commercially  among  ‘ 
the  citizens  of  his  native  town.  Among  the  pa-  j 
trons  of  this  establishment  are  many  of  the  old  [ 
settlers  of  the  county,  and  it  is  one  of  the  finest  | 
of  the  kind  in  the  city. 

Henry  B.  Middlebrook,  though  loyally  de- 
voted to  and  interested  in  the  well-being  of  our 
government,  is  no  politician.  He  gives  liberally 
to  any  movement  that  tends  to  the  develop- 
ment of  home  industries,  and  the  progress  of  ; 
civilization.  For  twelve  years  he  has  served  in  j 
the  military  company,  and  for  the  same  length  | 
of  time  with  Engine  Company  No.  2.  In  the  : 
Master  Plumbers  Association  of  Bridgeport  he  I 
has  been  president,  and  in  fact  has  held  all  the  j 
offices,  even  now  serving  as  vice-president;  he  j 
also  holds  a State  office  in  this  order.  In  his  re- 
ligious views  he  has  clung  to  the  faith  of  his 
fathers,  and  is  active  in  the  work  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  In  all  local  movements  he  has 


taken  an  active  part,  and  few  men  attain  to  such 
prominence  as  his,  in  their  native  towns.  He 
has  always  been  interested  in  literature,  and  has 
contributed  some  gems  to  the  poetic  world- that 
are  worthy  of  reproduction.  On  the  death  of 
J.  J.  Weaver,  Master  Plumber  of  Philadelphia, 
he  wrote  : 

As  leaves  in  golden  Autumn 
Are  strewn  by  every  blast, 

Frail  man  must  meet  death's  summons 
And  turn  to  deatb  at  last. 

Our  dear  departed  brother, 

Death  calls  him  home  to  his  rest. 

To  dwell  among  the  angels 
In  mansions  of  the  blest. 

We've  missed  his  ways  so  kindly, 

His  friendship  and  his  voice 
No  more  on  earth  shall  greet  us, 

To  make  our  hearts  rejoice. 

Life's  battle  scenes  are  over, 

His  armor  is  laid  down, 

To  every  trust  so  faithful, 

He  now  receives  a crown. 

All  thoughts  of  him  are  golden 
In  noble  honest  name, 

We  close  his  eyes  in  slumber. 

And  wreathe  sweet  mem'rv's  frame. 

So  let  the  waiting  angels 
Bear  him  on  to  the  shore 
Where  sweetest  rest  awaits  him 
In  bliss  forever  more. 

For  like  the  patriarch  olden 
He  sought  a home  abovt, 

Where  saints  and  angels  tune  their  harps 
And  sing  e'er  " God  is  Love." 

Sleep  long,  sleep  well,  dear  brother. 

Peace  be  to  thee,  and  rest, 

And  some  day  may  we  meet  thee 
In  mansions  of  the  blest. 

And  again  on  the  occasion  of  the  meeting  of 
the  Master  Plumbers  Association  in  Philadelphia, 
in  answer  to  the  words  of  welcome  from  the 
mayor,  he  wrote; 

We  come  to  your  beautiful  historic  city, 

The  home  of  old  Liberty  bell, 

We  wish  the  dead  and  departed 
Were  with  us  its  glories  to  tell. 

McDonald,  Weaver,  Remick  and  Weldon, 

Struck  down  by  Death’s  sickle  at  last, 

Though  gone,  yet  as  ever  their  memory 
Is  engraved  on  our  hearts  deep  and  fast. 

Once  more  we  meet  in  convention 
As  bound  by  a golden  chain, 

One  more  will  look  on  together, 

That  knows  not  a shadow  of  stain. 
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We  come  thankfully  to  this  re-union 
With  another  year  passed  away. 

Oh  ! joy  to  the  living  here  with  us, 

And  peace  to  the  dead,  we  say. 

You  welcome  us  so  fraternally. 

Friendship's  stream  flows  brightly  and  clear, 

its  waters  will  hear  us  forever 
The  joy  of  our  visit  here. 

Let  us  pass  the  hours  there  togethet 
In  a glad  and  lraternal  way. 

So  the  good  of  another  re-union 
Will  linger  for  many  a day. 

Nature  shows  us  its  complete  beauty, 

All  the  flowers  and  birds  are  in  tune; 

’Tis  pleasant  thus  to  be  assembled 
In  the  rosy  month  of  Junt. 

All  hail  to  the  brethren  who  greet  us  ! 

All  hail  to  the  children  of  Penn  I 

We  hope  to  be  able  to  meet  them 
For  many  a time  and  again. 

The  newspaper  writers  may  say  it, 
Philadelphia  is  awfully  slow, 

Let  them  meet  in  convention  of  plumbers, 

And  they  will  never  say  it  is  so. 


WILLIAM  D.  BALDWIN,  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  McGraw  & Baldwin,  deal- 


ers in  groceries  and  provisions  at  No.  93  White 
street,  Danbury,  is  a man  who  has  won  success 
in  life  by  energetic  and  persistent  effort  in  his 
chosen  line. 


Mr.  Baldwin  was  born  October  13,  1856,  in 
Newtown,  Conn.,  and  is  connected  with  several 
of  the  old  families  of  this  State.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  William  Baldwin,  who  was  born 
November  28,  1803,  and  died  January  11,  1847, 
was  married  not  earlier  than  1827  to  Miss  Eme- 
line  Leavenworth,  a native  of  Woodbury,  Conn., 
who  was  born  August  14,  1807.  The  Leaven- 
i worth  family  is  descended  from  Thomas  and 
I Grace  Leavenworth,  who  were  born  in  England, 

I and,  according  to  tradition,  came  to  America  in 
1664,  or  later,  and  settled  at  Woodbury,  Conn. 
Thomas  Leavenworth  died  there  August  3,  1683, 
but  it  is  thought  that  his  wife  lived  until  1715. 
They  had  three  children:  Thomas;  John,  whowas 
still  living  in  1718;  and  a daughter,  whose  name 
is  not  known.  II.  Dr.  Thomas  Leavenworth, 


j eldest  child  of  Thomas  and  Grace  Leavenworth, 
1 was  born  in  1673,  probably  at  Woodbury,  but 
I possibly  in  England,  and  died  at  Ripton,  Eng- 


I land,  August  4,  1754.  In  1698  he  was  married 

JrOHN  J.  KEARNS,  a well-known  business  I at  Stratford,  Conn. , to  Miss  Mary  Jenkins,  daugh- 
man  of  Stamiord,  Fairfield  county,  is  a na-  1 ter  of  David  and  Grace  Jenkins.  She  was  born 
tive  of  that  town,  born  in  1855.  He  is  a son  1 in  16S0,  and  died  at  Ripton  in  June,  1768,  in  her 
of  Martin  Kearns,  who  was  born  in  Ireland.  I eightv-ninth  year.  Eleven  children  were  born 
Mr. ‘Kearns  attended  the  public  schools  of  1 of  this  union,  the  names,  with  dates  of  birth, etc., 
Stamford  in  early  lite,  and  acquired  a good  prac-  I being  as  follows:  James,  September  I,  1699,  died 
tical  education.  For  fifteen  years  after  com-  1 after  August  1,  1759;  David,  October  12,  1701, 
mencing  work  he  was  engaged  in  railroading,  I died  April  10,  1 7 5— ; Ebenezer,  April  7,  1706, 
running  for  some  time  on  the  New  York,  New  i died  in  1734;  John,  November  3,  1708,  died  in 
Haven  & Hartford  railroad;  and  for  four  years  1 1783;  Zebulon,  about  1709,  died  May  2,  1778; 
on  a road  in  Illinois.  In  1888  Mr.  Kearns  com-  I Mark,  about  171 1,  died  August  20,  1797;  Thomas 
menced  the  retail  liquor  business  in  Stamford,  I died  after  1795;  Mary,  about  1717,  died  at  the 
which  he  has  since  conducted,  and  which  brings  age  of  ninety-six;  Hannah,  about  1719;  Sarah, 
him  in  a comfortable  income.  His  first  location  November  6,  1721 ; Edmund,  born  in  1725,  died 
was  on  Railroad  avenue,  but  he  subsequently  re-  July  17,  1785. 

moved  to  his  present  quarters,  on  Pacific  street,  111.  John  Leavenworth  was  born  at  Strat- 
where  he  has  a commodious  business  room.  He  1 ford,  and  about  1737  married  Deborah  Hurd, 
is  a prominent  member  of  the  Liquor  Dealers  1 who  died  January  1,  1746.  On  January  29, 
Association  of  Stamiord.  By  thrift  and  economy  i 1747.  he  married  Marv  Bronson,  who 


he  has  succeeded  in  acquiring  considerable  valu-  1 was  born  July  21,  1719,  a daughter  of 

able  property,  and  lie  holds  several  good  pieces  1 Ebenezer  Bronson  and  Mary  (Mann).  The 
of  real  estate  in  Stamford.  i children  of  the  first  wife  were:  David,  born 


Mr.  Kearns  was  mariied  in  Stamford  to  Miss  1 about  1737  or  1738;  Abigail,  born  about  1739; 
Julia  Haves,  and  two  children  have  been  born  to  j John,  who  is  mentioned  again  below;  Lemuel, 
them,  namely:  Martin,  and  Julia,  who  died  ! born  October  9,  1743,  died  April  30,  1825;  and 

when  thirteen  months  old.  The  family  aie  ! Deborah,  born  May  8,  1745.  There  were  six 
Catholics  in  religious  belief,  and  are  members  of  I children  by  the  second  wife:  Svbil,  born  1747; 

St.  John's  parish  Socially,  Mr.  Kearns  is  a I Amos,  baptized  August  9,  1753,  died  at  Deer- 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  a I field,  N.  Y.,  September  2,  1S28;  Avis,  born  17541 
Democrat  in  political  sentiment.  j Elihu,  born  October  5,  1756,  died  December  25, 
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v ;<  I -ha.  \ Ju  y 3,  \~t  P.lihu.  U rn 

] :.t  it,  1 7 f - ‘bed  1'i.v  t.  t 8 1 7 All  »ric 
t>  in  m W.„  : urv.  1\  1 rui  l.i  .<v< !,«  rth 

w..«.  1 .1;  cd  jw’.y  t<;.  1741.  i» t - ■ 1 «!•-«•  J m 1821  tn 
in  \\  hnrv  11c  iuil  in  the  Krv,  inti..  1. ary 
\ On  N<"tn.*»ci  r<  . 17'',.  hr  name  <1 

A'.-ial  1 '-/k,  (-1  Newt  wn.  who  .!»•.!  J ,nc  , 
i‘:  Their  cb.ldren  were  Bertha.  l.in  March 

1 4.  1771.  Capa-.n  J'  hn  Irek.  B rn  N>verr.t>rr 
:«.  1 7 72.  d.rd  ( *>  tc  !■<  r 13.  » 8 3 2 , 1 .».« trtia,  b<  in 
A;  r :’i  1 8 , 1 7 7 t . K .:>■  veil,  c 1.4  m;1  ••  c l s p:  t al-gi  and- 
Gtim.  and  An. an!', is,  l-  rn  p«crml-er  11.  177S 
1 !■>  w » twin,  the  other  c h:hl  dv  u.g  in  infant  v 

V K r.‘ m- l>  l cavri-.w,  rth.  I*  rn  larm.iry  18, 

1777.  •'■•eel  April  17.  nv'  t ( >n  1- c 1 n.aiy  5,  ih:. 
i c r.  art  » <]  Alth«-a  P«  h , rtt  '■t.  1"  rn  he;  tc  tnl«cr 
1 7 7 and  died  1<  ! n.at  v 2 1 . 1814  ( St  pt » m- 


!•!  1 x.  181;.  he  married  lolly  Warner,  daugh- 
trr  of  Key  N<  ah. d. ; ah  Warner,  a rli  m a.an,  then 
cf  \,w!  wri.  h<ter  (if  I'i’i;  .rv  h • *- 1- 1 1 Leaven- 
" ■ r • n wav  a inn  harm  ar,d,  !.iin,et.  Hr  removed 
;•••  'it  nk."4  til  Newt'  Wti,  ( "111.  . and  in  18.-7 
it ' <■  d tn  New  M.lford  on  a lain,  In  l Mo  he 
lrtt  f d in  Bridge  w att  r.  1 rtt  H,  f'  «ltl  cunty.  He 
had  five  children  h lm  l*  . h in  |„nuary  2, 
tl'c  3.  Ah  pail.  !•  rn  | me  4.  1 8.  4,  d.td  February 
-N  >s'/,  l.rnelinr.  horn  A .pi:*>J  14.  iM  7.  Mark. 
I rtt  Malt  h 2 3 . tS,-,,.  and  l.itn/o  \V..  horn 
1 •>  2.  I 8 2 I . Will. am  and  I n.eiirie  Jhildwin 
h a >1 . r.e  «.c,n.  Hon  J.in.rs  p Baldwin,  < nr  subirct  8 
f-t  \t  r.  who  was  h.  r n J- » * r r v 2 I , t 8 3 2 . and  after 
f si  !;i,p  f,,r  s.  me  v t .irs  of  I, is  e ariy  manhood  at 
Hdw.c  wilie,  Conn.,  lemovrd  to  Bethel,  where 
l e w.,s  engaged  in  mere  .mine  bu«-inr«s  for  many 
> < ars.  his  ch  ath  ck  rnr r inp  h • tnnar  v t , l 8 88.  He 
" ■’*  a man  of  mix  h ir.t:  i>  n 1 . and  in  l 8^>7  was  a 
•o  t-m!  er  of  t he  Sta  tr  1 .«  p • ’at  it  re.  lPswife.Marga- 
ret  ■ Blac  k man  , wac  l.i  in  in  Ni  wt.  wn.  11  el  grand- 
|:';hrr,  Samuel  Blac  kman.  is  menu,  ned  in  the 
,:'e  of  I’.  T.  B.trnurm  ar.d  her  | arerits,  James 
and  H aniiah  (~l  umer . Blac  kman,  were  hiphlv  te- 
‘I'erted  residents  of  Newt.  wr. 

To  James  D.  and  M.,r.-.«ret  Baldwin  seven 
fhddrtn  were  horn,  v:z. : Mary  11.,  horn  May  7, 
1 rr.arried  William.  Wheeler,  and  died  in 
* ■' •" S ; M il.’iam  D.  is  n.<r.:  .,  r ed  r:  > re  fully  helow; 

ms  T.,  is  deceased,  ler.nie  NJ  married  W.  F. 
4*  n’irey,  of  Danbury.  and  had  one  dauphtcr, 
Marpuentc ; Kc  hert  ).,  d.d  having  a widow, 
^Bs.  Carrie  (cordon  B.ddwm  idatiphter  of  W . A. 

< >'.rd. ,n ) and  two  cht!  her..  K'  hert  Gordon  and 
Ha/el;  John,  1«  rn  Ai;r  :st  > . )>' i . and  pwipht, 

! 1 m^in  1872.  reside  in  I 'an:  .try  . 

Mr.  Baldwin,  euro;!-  id.  w ;<s  < d-icated  in  the 
4 ' :;‘"n  schools  of  I and  Panhury,  and 

">cn  shout  sixteen  . id  he  pan  his  busi- 

t',K-  as  a clerk  tn  the  proierv  store  of  L. 


S.  Benedict  \ Son,  of  Danbury.  After  six  years 
with  this  employer  he  took  a similar  position 
with  P.«im:m  Ac  Keed,  and  there  remained  five 
or  s 1 x years.  in  1889  he  formed  his  present 
j .ct'.m  mhip  with  Fdward  McGraw,  and  rstab- 
I'sfied  lumseif  in  business  at  No.  tot  White 
street.  Panhury,  but  on  November  t,  i8c^S,  the 
turn  it  moved  to  No.  93,  where  they  have  con- 
tun  ed  Their  business  is  an  extensive  one.  hav- 
mp  steadily  me  teased  under  t heir  enetpetic  and 
jud. cious  maiinpement,  and  t heir  stock,  which 
1 occupies  one  floor  and  a cellar,  20x75  *s 

w«  !i  st  lerted  and  admirably  arranped. 

In  |8.V('.  Mr.  Baldwin  married  Miss  Annie 
M.  nice,  dauphtcr  of  Colonel  James  and  Virpima 
M Martini  Monroe.  Her  father,  who  was  a 
nr  I i tw  of  l iesident  Monroe,  was  a graduate  of 
West  Point,  and  served  in  the  regular  atmv  for 
n any  \»  .us  He  commanded  at  Fort  Fnclling, 
M i r.  , for  some  time,  and  participated  in  the 
Mr  \ .«  an  war  and  in  the  Civil  war.  He  died  of 
tv;  Did  lever  in  1862.  at  Har;»er's  Ferry,  while 
servmp  as  colonel  of  the  22nd  N.  Y.  V.  J.  Mr. 
and  Mr*.  Baldwin  have  a pleasant  home  at  No. 
28  Os*.,. me  street,  Danbury,  and  ate  prominent 
ms,.,  al  life  and  in  the  work  of  the  k onpiepa- 
• tion.d  Chinch.  They  have  had  five  children: 
Jan.*?  Monroe,  John  (who  died  in  infancy!, 

! 1 .ocm,  William  D. , Jr. . and  Eupema.  Mr.  Bald- 
1 win  is  a director  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  He  also 
1 t n k r s ;,n  interest  in  fraternal  society  work  as  a 
n. ember  of  the  Knights  of  Honor.  In  political 
faith  he  is  a Republican. 


1 

WH.IJAM  E.  HENLBRY,  whose  name  in 
the  c.ty  of  -Danbury  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  the  0;>era  Caf£,  is  a native  of  Water- 
I bury.  Conn.,  born  June  9,  1859. 

William  Henebry,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
1 born  in  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  there 
, prevv  to  manhood  and  married  a native  of  the 
• same  place.  For  some  years  afterward  they 
made  their  home  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  coming  to 
America  about  1846  and  settling  in  Waterbury, 
where  they  made  a permanent  home.  They  had 
nine  children,  viz.:  Two  daughters  who  died  in 

infancy;  James,  a brass  molder  in  Waterbur-y; 
; J,  hn,  a police  officer  in  Chicago,  who  was  killed 
in  the  “Haymarket  riot;”  Patrick,  a machinist 
. by  trade,  who  is  nowin  the  sewing-machine  busi- 
. mss  in  Danbury;  Thomas  F..  who  is  a brass 
molder  by  trade,  but  is  now  in  the  butcher  busi- 
ngs in  Danbury;  Timothy,  a miner  in  Califor- 
, ma:  Garrett,  a brass  molder.  residing  at  Water- 
huiy;  and  William  E.,  our  subject.  The  father 
of  these  is  a laboring  man  at  Waterbury.  In 
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politics  he  is  an  ardent  Democrat.  The  mother 
died  in  1867. 

William  E.  Henebry  passed  his  early  days  at 
Waterbury,  and  with  his  brothers  attended  the 
local  schools,  afterward  learning  the  brass 
molder's  trade,  which  he  followed  until  1881, 
principally  in  Waterbury:  for  periods  of  short 
duration,  however,  he  was  at  various  places, 
going  as  far  west  as  Chicago.  He  finally  located 
at  Danbury  and  engaged  in  the  saloon  business, 
in  which  he  has  continued  ever  since  with  stead- 
ily increasing  patronage.  He  conducts  the  Opera 
Caf6,  and  vigilant  to  the  interests  of  the  place 
maintains  the  strictest  order. 

On  April  27,  1887,  Mr.  Henebry  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Anna  McDermott,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  McDermott,  a native  of  Ireland,  who 
for  many  years  has  been  closely  identified  with 
the  interests  of  Danbury.  Mr.  Henebry  is  a 
wide-awake  business  man.  and  well  posted  on 
the  issues  of  the  day.  In  his  political  affiliations 
he  has  always  supported  the  doctrines  of  the 
Democratic  party  except  at  the  last  Presidential 
election.  In  local  affairs  he  has  always  been  in- 
dependent, voting  for  the  man  who  in  his  opin- 
ion is  best  qualified  for  the  office  to  be  filled. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  In 
religious  connection  he  and  his  wife  adhere  to 
the  faith  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
contribute  liberally  to  its  support. 


LLEN  T.  SANDFORD,  veteran  of  the  Civil 

t war,  has  been  for  some  years  a resident  of 
Bethel,  where  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  the 
undertaking  business. 

Mr.  Sandford  was  born  -November  26,  1844, 
at  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  the  family  has  resided 
for  several  generations,  son  of  Enoch  Sandford, 
a native  of  the  same  city,  who  passed  his  life 
there,  following  the  mason's  trade.  He  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Kissam,  a native  of  New  York 
City,  and  they  had  six  children:  Ebenezer,  a 
resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Catherine,  Mrs. 
Bowers;  Phoebe,  deceased;  Allen  T.,  our  sub- 
ject; Mary  B. ; and  Emilv  N.,  deceased. 

Mr.  Sandford  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  place,  and  at  an  early  age  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  some 
time  in  New  York  City.  Later  he  engaged  in  shoe 
fitting  in  that  city,  and  lor  ten  years  he  followed 
the  same  business  in  Norwalk,  Conn.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1883,  he  removed  to  Bethel  to  enter  upon 
his  present  business,  in  which  he  has  ever  since 
been  continuously  engaged.  He  is  ably  assisted 
by  his  wife,  formerly  Miss  Alice  H.  Hand,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  Norwalk,  Conn.  Two 


daughters,  Emily  N.  and  Alice  H.,  blessed  their 
union,  but  both  are  deceased. 

During  the  “ dark  days  ” of  1863  Mr.  Sand- 
ford enlisted  in  the  33rd  New  Jersey  V.  I.,  giving 
his  services  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  war. 
He  is  now  a valued  member  of  James  E.  Moore 
Post  G.  A.  R.,  at  Danbury,  and  he  also  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  uniting  with  St. 
John's  Lodge  No.  6,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  Washing- 
ton Chapter,  No.  24,  R.  A.  M.,  at  Norwalk. 


J'OHN  B.  SULLIVAN,  a prominent  citizen  ol 
Bridgeport,  is  an  extensive  dealer  in  grocer- 
ies, meats  and  liquors,  and  his  store  at  the 
corner  of  East  Main  and  Steuben  streets  con- 
tains a well-selected  stock  ol  goods  in  those  lines. 
Mr.  Sullivan  believes  in  giving  close  personal  at- 
tention to  his  business,  and  has  found  this  to  be 
the  key  of  success;  but  he  also  finds  time  to  take 
an  active  part  in  political  affairs,  and  has  fre- 
quently been  chosen  to  office  by  the  people  of 
his  city.  . 

Mr.  Sullivan  was  born  November  3,  1856,  in 
Colchester,  Conn.,  and  is  of  Irish  descent  on 
both  sides.  Michael  Sullivan,  his  father,  was 
born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  in  1848, 
locating  in  Colchester.  He  married  Miss  Mao' 
Sullivan,  a native  of  County  Kerry,  Ireland,  an id 
they  had  three  children:  John  B.;  Ellen,  wie 

of  James  Flvnn,  of  W'iilimantic,  Conn.:  and  t- 
L..  a merchant  in  Bridgeport.  Our  subject  re- 
mained at  home  until  he  reached  the  a8e  0 s!* 
teen  years,  and  during  this  time  he  wor  e 
one  year  in  the  Hayward  Rubber  Works  a - 
Chester.  As  his  time  was  mainly  ^“P1® 
farm  work  in  boyhood  his  educational adt  6 

were  somewhat  limited,  but  his  earnest  desire  10 
improvement  led  him  to  spend  his  eve"’,n  c. 
study,  thus  laying  the  foundation  fora  p P 
tical  knowledge  of  the  common  b ncbes. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  ta 
dam,  Conn.,  where  he  was  ei mpioyed  « 1 
by  D.  B.  Warner,  who  carried  on  a Jued 

and  general  store,  and  while  there  as  (w0 
his  studies  in  the  evenings.  s0  we]i 

vears  of  service  he  discharged  hi  q(  rec. 

that  on  leaving  he  received  a good  le  te  ^ 

ommendation  from  Mr.  ^arn®r'  working  a* 
removed  to  Bridgeport,  and  a . an  agency 
months  in  a cartridge  factory  ranvassing  f°r 
for  a history  and  other  books  c»n««g  he 
some  time.  Being  famihar  wi  ^ mjl);nian 

found  employment  with  Mr.  B • QCtober  2S, 

for  one  season,  and  at  its  cl°ae’  , & Wilson 

he  began  to  work  lor  the  , ue  continued 
Company  in  Bridgeport,  with  whom  he 
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for  nine  years.  In  the  meantime,  as  his  health 
required  change  of  activity,  Mr.  Sullivan  began 
to  give  attention  to  municipal  affairs,  becoming 
an  influential  worker  in  the  Democratic  organi- 
zation. In  1884  he  was  elected  to  the  board  of 
councilmen,  and  after  serving  acceptably  through 
1885-86  he  was  chosen  to  the  office  of  aider- 
man  in  the  latter  year.  About  this  time  he  left 
the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Company,  having  been 
appointed  letter  carrier  under  Postmaster  Ed- 
ward F.  Meeker,  and  after  serving  two  years  he 
resigned,  Mr.  Meeker  giving  him  a hearty  writ- 
ten recommendation. 

In  1889  Mr.  Sullivan  and  his  brother,  E.  L., 
purchased  the  business  of  Johnson  & Rickie, 
grocers  and  liquor  dealers,  at  the  corner  of  East 
Main  and  Steuben  streets,  and  for  five  years 
conducted  the  establishment  under  the  firm  name 
of  Sullivan  Bros.  Since  the  dissolution  of  part- 
nership our  subject  has  continued  the  business 
alone,  adding  a meat  market  to  the  other  de- 
partments. Although  he  has  handled  liquors  for 
some  years  he  is  strictly  temperate  in  his  habits. 
His  business  averages  $50,000  annually,  and  in 
addition  to  his  large  stock  he  owns  two  hand- 
some residences  in  Bridgeport. 

On  February  9,  1880,  Mr.  Sullivan  married 
Miss  Anna  M.  Clark,  of  Bridgeport,  a daughter 
of  John  Clark,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  and 
five  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Edward 

J.,  Eugene  F»,  John  B.,  Jr.,  Mary  M.,  and  Vin- 
cent T.  Mr.  Sullivan  and  his  family  are  leading 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church  at  Bridgeport, 
and  he  is  also  connected  with  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians. 


FRANK  SHEA  is  well  known  to  the  residents 
of  Stratford,  Fairfield  county,  as  the  builder 
oi  some  of  her  most  substantial  edifices,  and 
though  he  is  not  one  of  the  old  citizens  of  that 
place,  he  has  become  thoroughly  interested  in  her 
welfare,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  reliable 
men  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Shea  is  a native  of  Lisbon,  Androscoggin 
Co.,  Maine,  born  September  15,  1854,  and  lived 
there  until  he  was  eleven  years  old,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Bowdoin,  same  State.  There  he  at- 
tended public  school  for  a time,  and,  with  the 
intention  of  preparing  himself  for  college,  later 
entered  the  Litchfield  (Maine)  Academy,  where 
he  received  a good  practical  training.  His 
father's  death  changed  his  educational  plans, 
and  coming  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  he  apprenticed 
himself  to  Henry  R.  Trvon,  a mason  builder, 
with  whom  he  served  three  years,  during  which 
time  he  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of  the 


details  of  the  business.  Two  years  later  he  be- 
came Mr.  Trvon’s  partner,  continuing  as  such 
until  1882,  since  when  he  has  contracted  on  his 
own  account,  and  also  engaged  in  other  branches 
of  industry.  In  1881  Mr.  Shea  came  to  Stam- 
ford to  construct  a chimney  for  the  Yale  & Towne 
Company,  for  whom  he  has  put  up  several  build- 
ings, and  among  other  specimens  of  his  handi- 
work we  mention  the  Lincrusta  Walton  works, 
the  Stamford  high  school  building,  the  Stamford 
National  bank,  the  C.  O.  Miller,  Lyman  Hoyt's 
Sons  and  Ayres  Bros,  buildings,  and  the  M.  E. 
parsonage,  all  in  Stamford.  In  1888  Mr.  Shea 
went  west,  locating  in  Tacoma,  Wash.,  where 
he  commenced  speculating  in  real  estate,  and  he 
remained  there  several  years,  engaged  in  various 
enterprises,  returning  to  Stamford  in  1894.  For 
the  past  two  years  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
T.  W.  Hall,  of  Tallmadge  Hill. 

Mr.  Shea  was  first  married  to  Miss  Charity  E. 
Whitmore,  a native  of  Maine,  who  died  in  Stam- 
ford, leaving  one  son,  Walter  F.  In  1896  he 
wedded,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss  Hattie  L. 
Jones,  daughter  of  D.  C.  Jones,  of  Bridgeport, 
Conn.  Our  subject  is  a member  of  the  1.  O.O. 
F.  Lodge  in  Stamford,  and  united  with  the  Ma- 
sonic Fraternity  in  Maine.  He  has  served  as 
burgess  of  Stamford. 


1AVID  O’DONNELL,  a leading  grocer  of 
! Bridgeport,  has  built  up  a flourishing  busi- 
ness through  his  judicious  and  enterprising  man- 
agement. His  store  at  No.  628  Main  street  is 
well  patronized,  and  in  addition  to  a fine  stock  of 
groceries  he  keeps  on  hand  a variety  of  liquors 
for  the  retail  trade. 

Mr.  O’Donnell  is  of  Irish  descent,  and  his 
paternal  grandparents  reside  upon  a farm  in 
County  Limerick,  Ireland.  Patrick  O’Donnell, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  inthat  county, 
and  came  to  America  in  early  manhood,  spending 
some  time  in  New  York  City  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building,  afterward  engaging  in  the 
construction  of  railroad  beds  on  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  railroad,  the  Nauga- 
tuck division  of  the  New  York  and  New  England 
railroad.  His  business  changes  caused  the  family 
to  make  numerous  removals  during  his  active 
years,  and  for  some  time  he  was  a watchman  in 
North  Bridgeport,  but  he  finally  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Litchfield  county,  where  he  died.  He  was 
married  in  Bridgeport  to  Miss  Mary  Carey,  a 
daughter  of  David  Carey.  Of  the  thirteen  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union  all  but  two  lived  to  matur- 
ity: Jeremiah  is  foreman  in  the  Meriden  lock 
factory  at  Meriden,  Conn.;  John  is  a molder  in 
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Terrvville,  Conn. ; David  is  the  third  in  order  of 
birth;  Dennis  became  a molder  by  trade;  Will- 
iam is  employed  as  a brass  molder  in  Bridge- 
port; Thomas’  (deceased)  was  an  iron  molder; 
the  seventh  child  died  in  infancy  unnamed;  Mor- 
ris, who  was  formerly  a brass  molder,  is  now  in 
the  employ  of  our  subject;  Patrick  is  a lock  maker 
in  Terrvville;  Mary  Jane  married  Joseph  Mc- 
Auliff,  who  is  engaged  in  the  concrete  business  in 
Waterbury,  Conn.;  and  Catherine  died  un- 
married. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  3,  1851,  in  New 
York  City,  and  when  about  three  years  old  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Terrvville,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirteen.  He 
then  removed  to  Bridgeport,  and  for  some  time 
he  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  a grocery  there. 
Later  he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  mold- 
er's  trade  in  the  Pacific  Iron  Works  at  Bridge- 
port, where  he  was  afterward  employed  as  a 
workman,  remaining  nine  years  in  all.  He  then 
visited  various  places,  including  Cleveland,  De- 
troit and  Chicago,  following  his  trade  as  he  found 
opportunity,  and  on  returning  to  Bridgeport  he 
continued  for  some  time  in  that  line  of  work. 
Four  years  he  then  spent  in  the  grocery  business 
in  partnership  with  John  Driscoll,  on  the  dis-  1 
solution  of  that  firm  resuming  his  work  as  a 1 
moldeT.  In  1883  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  and 
liquor  business  at  No.  659  Main  street,  meeting 
■with  supcess  from  the  start,  and  after  four  years 
he  removed  to  his  present  store.  Politically  he 
is  a Democrat,  and  he  has  served  one  term  as 
councilman,  and  one  year  as  collector  of  assess- 
ments, while  at  present  he  is  a member  of  the 
board  of  public  charities.  He  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church  at  Bridgeport, 
and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Catholic  Benevo- 
lent Legion  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

On  September  25,  1875,  Mr.  O’Donnell  mar- 
ried Miss  Julia  A.  Barry,  daughter  of  James  Barry, 
of  Bridgeport,  and  seven  children  have  blessed 
this  union:  Agnes  is  a graduate  of  the  Bridgeport 
High  School,  and  at  this  writing  is  under  training 
lor  the  profession  of  teaching;  William,  a graduate 
Lorn  the  same  school,  is  connected  with  his 
father’s  business;  Julia  is  a dressmaker;  Catherine 
is  a graduate  from  the  Bridgeport  High  School; 
Hstella  is  attending  school  in  a convent;  and 
•George  and  Margaret  are  at  home. 


John  Ward  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  the  son  of 
Thomas  Ward,  who  resided  there  and  in  Trum- 
bull. His  early  days  were  passed  in  Bridgeport, 
and  later  he  followed  the  water  on  coasting  ves- 
sels in  the  grain  and  lumber  trade.  He  after- 
ward engaged  in  the  raising  of  small  fruits  in  the 
town  of  Trumbull.  He  married  Miss  Marietta 
Hamlin,  daughter  of  Joseph  Hamlin,  of  Trum- 
bull, and  seven  children  were  born  to  their 
union:  Franklin,  who  is  deceased;  Julia,  wife  of 

Peter  Ritchie,  of  Bridgeport;  Daniel  Hamlin; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  James  R.  Vans,  of  New 
York  City;  Samuel,  of  Trumbull;  Mary,  widowof 
David  H.  Williams;  and  Edward.  John  Ward 
passed  away  in  1895,  and  his  widow  makes  her 
home  in  Trumbull. 

Daniel  H.  Ward  was  educated  in  White  Flams 
District,  town  of  Trumbull.  He  early  lookup 
the  burden  of  life  for  himself,  commencing  worlt 
in  a paper-mill  in  Trumbull,  where  he  remained 
however,  but  a short  time.  He  then  for  severa 
seasons  was  on  the  water  with  his  ath« 
first  venture  for  himself  was  in  the  i^ber  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  has  now  been  constantly  en- 
gaged for  over  thirty  years.  Later,  in  conn  - 
non  with  the  lumber  trade,  he  began  the  feed 
and  grain  business,  handling  bay  and  fert to 
and  in  this  line  he  has  met  with  much  access 
during  the  twelve  years  that  have  pa  - 
SHtYeMr.  therein.  Hereb.,1.  b ™ " 

its  present  form,  and  has. otherwise  greatly  m 

proved  his  facilities  for  handling  the  harness. 

In  May,  1896,  Mr.  Ward  was  nnited.nmar, 
riage  with  Miss  Jennie  Patchen,  a a jg ^ 
Lemuel  Patchen,  of  Bridgeport,  and  onecMd 
Earl  Daniel,  b.s  been  been  ..  to  - »■ 


SeT’pe.cta,' oririigepon  and  .*  M 
Earl  Daniel,  has  been  born  !°  ^ ,he 

Ward  is  greatly  interested  m the  ln 

day  and  is  well  posted  on  tmpor unt 
politics  he  is  a stanch  supp°  h adheres  to 

cratic  party,  and  ^^’T'^f  which  he  has  been 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 

a member  for  many  years. 


D 


ARIEL  H.  WARD,  the  successful  feed  and 


\ grain  dealer  of  Trumbull,  has  passed  nearly 
all  his  life  in  that  town.  He  was  born  there 
September  5,  1846,  a son  of  John  and  Marietta 
(Hamlin)  Ward. 


Tic-virrRRY  the  well-known 

Thomas  f.  henebrv  jn  Water. 

butcher  of  Danbury,  " - Qj  william 
bury.  Conn.,  August  27,  l852’  a ‘ • d in  County 
Henebry.  who  was  b°jn  and^  ch;ldren  in  the 
Tipperarv,  Ireland.  Th  re-  James,3 

familv  who  grew  to  m®turlt>,  , a policeman 
brass’ molder  in  Waterbuiy  John 
in  Chicago,  who  was  killed  dur  g^hine  bus, 
riot;  Patrick,  now  in  the  sev^"^  in  California, 
ness  in  Danbury;  Timoth>’’  .a  Waterbury;  anj 
Garrett,  a brass  molder  Cafe  at 

William  E„  proprietor  of  the  op 

Danbury. 
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Our  subject  spent  his  youth  at  his  native 
place,  and  attended  the  local  schools.  He 
learned  brass  molding,  serving  an  apprenticeship 
of  two  and  one-half  years  under  Seymore  & Judd, 
and  after  mastering  the  details  of  the  trade  went 
to  Chicago,  where  he  followed  it  lor  one  and 
one-half  years.  Returning  to  Connecticut  he  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  foreman  of  the  Davis  & 
Wilson  brass  foundry,  in  Watertown,  remaining 
in  this  capacity  about  one  year,  after  which  he 
became  foreman  of  the  Foster  & Mervin  Com- 
pany’s brass  foundry,  at  Meriden,  New  Haven 
county.  There  he  continued  for  eight  years, 
coming  to  Danbury  in  1880.  In  connection  with 
his  brother,  P.  F.  Henebry,  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  on  Liberty  street;  this  co- 
partnership lasting  a little  over  two  months, 
when  our  subject  started  in  the  butcher  bnsiness 
on  the  same  street,  later  removing  to  his  present 
location.  For  a little  less  than  two  years  of  this 
time  Mr.  Henebrv  was  in  partnership  with  Henry 
Rothforth,  but  he  bought  out  his  partner’s  in- 
terest and  now  conducts  the  market  alone,  most 
successfully. 

On  May  26,  1875,  Thomas  F.  Henebry  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Hines,  a 
native  of  Watertown,  Conn.,  and  a daughter  of 
Patrick  Hines,  native  of  Ireland.  They  have 
become  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Nellie  H., 

Mary,  Wilburt,  Charlotte,  Albert,  Thomas, 
Grace  and  Walter,  all  at  home  except  Mary, 
who  is  deceased.  Mr.  Henebry  is  a prominent 
man  socially,  holding  membership  with  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
president,  and  as  treasurer  of  the  State  Associa- 
tion. He  takes  a keen  interest  in  political  issues, 
and  on  National  questions  casts  his  ballot  in  sup- 
port of  the  Democratic  party,  though  in  local 
affairs  he  is  independent,  voting  for  the  men  and 
measures  he  thinks  best  qualified  to  contribute  to 
the  general  good  of  the  public.  He  is  ever  to  be 
found  among  those  whose  motto  is  “progress," 
and  gives  liberally  of  his  time  and  means  to  the 
advancement  of  all  that  works  for  improvement. 
Like  his  parents  before  him  he  is  a faithful  ad- 
herent of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  as  are  the 
other  members  of  the  family. 


CHAUNCEY  WARREN  is  one  of  Bridge- 
port's most  highly  esteemed  citizens,  and 
lasting  evidences  of  his  business  sagacity  and  en- 
terprise are  to  be  seen  in  the  many  tasteful  and 
attractive  dwelling  houses  with  which  he  has  im- 
proved the  east  end. 

Mr.  Warren  was  born  June  9,  1848,  at  Staf- 
ford Springs,  Conn.,  the  son  of  Samuel  B.  and 


Marilla  (Orcutt)  Warren,  both  of  whom  died  at 
Stafford  Springs,  where  the  father  had  been  en- 
gaged in  business  for  many  years  as  a carpenter 
and  builder.  There  were  seven  children  in  their 
family,  namely:  Charles,  now  the  president  of 
the  Stafford  Springs  Savings  Bank;  Chauncey, 
our  subject;  Charlotte,  wife  of  Frank  Willis,  of 
Stafford  Springs;  Augusta,  widow  of  Daniel- 
Webster;  Emily,  wife  of  Anson  Bartlett,'  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich;  and  Ellen  and  Ann,  both- 
deceased. 

Chauncey  Warren  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  place,  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  entered  the  Union  army  as  a pri- 
vate in  Company  C of  a regiment  of  Connecticut 
Light  Artillery,  with  which  he  served  in  several 
battles.  On  his  return  to  the  North  he  became 
a traveling  salesman  for  the  Canfield  Rubber 
Company,  of  Bridgeport,  of  which  company  he 
was  subsequently  vice-president  for  five  years.. 
They  had  branch  agencies  in  many  of  the  largest 
cities  of  Europe,  and  during  his  connection  with 
the  firm  he  made  several  trips  abroad  in  their  in- 
terest. In  1895  he  retired  from  the  business, 
and  he  has  since  been  investing  in  real  estate  in 
East  Bridgeport,  and  building  houses  to  rent. 
Politically,  Mr.  Warren  is  a stanch  Republican, 
but  he  has  not  sought  official  honors.  He  and 
his  family  are  prominent  in  social  life,  and  he  is 
a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  and  a Free- 
mason of  the  thirty-second  degree,  belonging  to- 
Hamilton  Lodge  and  Lafayette  Commandery. 


EUGENE  ALB1N  is  one  of  the  enterprising 

and  progressive  citizens  of  Stamford,  Conn., 

one  who  has  a wide  circle  of  friends,  and-  by  his 
genial  manner  and  kindly  disposition  is  constant- 
ly adding  to  that  number. 

Mr.  Albin  is  a native  of  Connecticut,  hav- 
ing been  born  October  17,  1851,  in  the  town  of 
Wilton,  Fairfield  county,  a grandson  of  Nathan 
Albin,  and  son  of  Charles  Albin,  both  also  ofc 
that  nativity.  Nathan  Albin,  who  was  a farmer 
in  the  towns  of  Wilton  and  Norwalk,  married  a 
Miss  Wood.  Charles  Albin  was  a manufacturer 
of  curled  hair  in  Georgetown,  Conn.,  but  since 
1882  has  lived  in  Stamford,  engaged  in  business 
with  his  son  Eugene.  He  married-  Miss  Harriet 
E.  Platt,  of  Ridgefield,  Conn,  (who  died  in  Stam- 
ford), and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them: 
Francis  Platt  (deceased)  and  Eugene.  There  is 
also  an  adopted  daughter,  named  Jennie. 

Eugene  Albin  received  a liberal  education  at 
the  public  schools  of  Georgetown,  Conn.,  and 
then  commenced  work  in  his  father  s factory. 
Removing  thence  to  Naugatuck,  Conn.,  he  re-- 
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mained  tHere  in  the  employ  of  the  Goodyear  Me- 
tallic Rubber  Company  some  six  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  accepted  the  position  of 
glue  sorter  with  the  H.  D.  Rolph  Mfg.  Co.,  at 
Georgetown,  Conn.  With  that  firm  he  remained 
only  a .year,  however,  for  in  the  fall  of  1 880  we 
find  him  a resident  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  he  hav- 
ing bought  out  J.  W.  Alphonse’s  market.  He 
has  since  been  prosperously  engaged  in  business 
there,  having  met  with  well-merited  success,  and 
built  up  an  enviable  trade. 

In  Stamford,  Mr.  Albin  was  married  to  Miss 
R.  S.  Waterbury,  daughter  of  Samuel  C.  Water- 
bury,  and  two  children  have  blessed  their  union: 
Harriet  Frances  and  Harold  C.  Socially,  Mr. 
Albin  is  affiliated  with  Council  No.  999,  Royal 
Arcanum;  with  Puritan  Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F.;  with 
Shepherd  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Naugatuck, 
Conn.,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  Chapter.  In 
religious  faith  he  is  a Methodist;  Mrs.  Albin  is  an 
Episcopalian. 


Jf  M.  LUND,  of  Bridgeport,  is  one  of  the  en- 
! terprising  foreign  born  citizens,  and  his  career 
shows  that  he  has  inherited  the  thrift  and 
good  judgment  characteristic  of  the  inhabitants 
of  his  native  land. 

Mr.  Lund  was  born  June  26,  1863,  in  North 
Schleswig,  Germany,  son  of  Niels  M.  Lund,  who 
was  born  and  reared  there  and,like  his  father, was 
for  marly  years  engaged  in  agriculture,  his  death 
occurring  at  the  old  home  in  1876.  Our  subject’s 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Botille  Peter- 
son, was  born  in  the  same  province  and  is  still 
living  there.  Of  the  seven  children  of  Niels  M. 
and  Botille  Lund,  the  eldest,  Jacob  M.,  is  a 
farmer  in  Germany;  Mads,  who  served  three 
•years  as  cavalryman  in  the  German  army,  is  also 
engaged  in  farming  in  the  old  country;  J.  M., 
our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
Christian  M.  is  deceased;  Jesse  P.  M.  is  a 
merchant  in  Bridgeport;  Louis  is  a clerk  in  the 
employ  of  our  subject,  and  Marie  died  at  the  age 
of  three  years. 

As  a boy  J.  M.  Lund  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  place,  but  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen he  began  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  by  farm 
work.  His  ability  soon  brought  him  promotion 
and  for  some  time  he  held  the  position  of  fore- 
man on  a farm.  Coming  to  this  country  at  the 
age  of  about  twenty-two  years,  he  was  for  a 
short  time  employed  as  a gardener  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  but  in  June  of  the  same  year  he  located  at 
Bridgeport.  His  first  employment  there  was  as  a 
day  laborer,  and  he  also  worked  three  months  in 
a livery  stable,  but  during  the  following  winter 


he  conducted  a cigar  store.  He  then  began 
working  for  the  Bridgeport  Beef  Company, 
remaining  with  them  about  two  years,  and  in 
1 888  he  rented  a building  on  Wood  avenue  and 
opened  a retail  meat  market,  which  he  carried 
on  for  three  years  and  a half.  In  1892  Mr. 
Lund  bought  a lot  on  Wood  avenue  and  built  his 
present  store,  to  which  he  transferred  his  market, 
and  in  1894  he  built  another  store  on  the  lot, 
opening  a grocery  and  feed  store,  which  he  has 
since  conducted  successfully. 

On  December  25,  1891,  Mr.  Lund  married 
Miss  Christina  Jepson,  a native  of  Germany,  and 
three  children  have  blessed  the  union:  Botille 
C.  and  Marie  J.,  who  are  living,  and  Jennie  M.. 
deceased.  Socially  Mr.  Lund  and  his  wife  are 
much  respected,  and  he  is  a leading  member  of 
the  Danish  Lutheran  Church,  being  at  present  a 
trustee  of  same.  He  is  also  connected  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, and  the  1.0. 
O.  F.,  Arcanum  Lodge  No.  41,  of  Bridgeport. 
Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  since  making 
his  home  in  this  country  he  has  taken  keen 
interest  in  all  questions  relating  to  the  national 
welfare. 


J<  RTHUR  S.  JUDD,  .a  leading  citizen  of 
Bethel,  has  held  the  office  of  first  select- 
man in  that  town  since  1884,  his  fellow  towns- 
men demonstrating  their  appreciation  of  his  able 
and  faithful  service  by  re-electing  him  at  the  ex- 
piration of  each  term.  , 

Mr.  Judd  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock,  ana 
his  grandfather,  Phineas  Judd,  who  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Bethel  April  4.  '773,  spent  his  Hie 
in  that  locality,  engaged  as  a farmer  and  mer- 
chant. In  earlv  manhood  he  taught  schoo 
a time.  He  took  an  active  part  in  local  affairs, 
being  frequently  chosen  to  fill  town  offices,  a 
he  was  also  a prominent  official  in  the  Congreg 
tional  Church.  His  wife,  Sarah  Silhman.  _ 
born  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  this  county, 
ber  18,  1782.  daughter  of  Ebenezt er  Silli™" 
niece  of  Gen.  Gould  Selleck  Silhman.  , 

April  28,  1828,  and  Mr.  Judd’s  death  occ 
September  7,  185S.  Their  chi! Idren  w • 
enezer  S. ; Mary  Penfield,  deceased,Eliz  _ 
married  Eli  Trowbridge;  Julia,  who  d'.f. 
Willi.,  deceased : Sarah  wb. 

Sirrine;  Almon,  deceased;  and  Juli  , 

ried  Fairchild  Judd.  subject* 

Hon.  Ebenezer  Silliman  Ju^°“rthe  t0« 
father,  was  born  January  21,  18  ■ jcultur- 

of  Bethel,  and  became  a Hi* 

ist,  His  home  being  on  ^hes  nut  | strict 

business  dealings  were  characterized  y 
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1,  :,<>•!>.  sn>!  he  was  ir. fluent :al  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  If : i . j i -« r-.  c r e.  and  the  work  c>f 
the  ( > : »: r « r t . t rial  t bun  h.  In  he  was 

a -lane  h he  f iih’.u  an.  and  in  I >,»i  he  w as  c.a  ted 
to  u ; r* *rnt  h.is  town  in  the  State  l.e-g:*  atme. 
He  died  June  30,  lvvc.  and  hi*  wife,  H.ur.rt 
8t-  we.  who  was  1-rn  I'nrn.lri  5* . )8c,8,  d.cd 
A;r;l  If),  lh,i  1 hrv  had  the  follow  mg  named 
rh  t:en:  Charles  S and  Sarah,  both  deceased, 

h m < .me,  win»  n .« r r ;»  d \\  ill. am  H I mi  son , Henry 
C . , Frederick  S . iloc.ro!,  Il'iaie.  a veteran 
rf  the  Civil  war.  who  t*  now  a Methodist  run* 
:*ter  at  H untingiori.  L.  I , 1 rank  A.,  a resident 
fl  ha  the!,  Sarah  h.:.a  ami  Adeline,  deceased, 
and  Arthur  S . our  «-ub'rrt 

Arthur  S.  Judd  was  rn  No\ ember  2(>.  1849, 
m («  filer  I >.m  r ic  t.  1 1 w n id  f r • hr  i.  on  t tie  hirui 
wi.ffe  he  Dow  re*:-'.-1  His  r dm  at  ion  w as  ac  - 
qured  in  Bethel,  in  tt.e  public  «•<  t,o<  ',s  and  the 
academy.  and  cn  i<av  r.g  *t  t < <>)  he  sc  reed  an 
aj  juentic  esiup  to  t tic  natters  trade  with  On  in 
B>  rn  tin  t.  o(  tin  ‘amrj'.aic  When  a!  out  twenty 
>>ar*  eld  tie  went  to  M;r,i,o.  ta  on  account  ol 
ih  health,  sja  r.  ling  a u ar  the  it  . and  t>n  his  tr- 
turn  J.ome  he  w<  rkrd  t:;»  n the  farm  lor  a year 
or  twe  l.alet  hr  vs  a*  c mpi<  ved  in  ttir  hat  fac- 
tory (if  A H;ck<  k tor  mine  time,  and  (or 
twtivc  years  tit  wcr*.id  in  thr  c ui  l,ng  dc  j art* 
n.ent  lor  Judd  \ l < Sit.  Judd  has  alwavs  made 
his  h>  me  at  the  old  lartn.  and  is  regarded  as  one 
•ol  tne  substantial  ,.nt a cut ur ;Ms  o|  his  loc  ality. 
He  takes  a keen  interest  in  all  the  e}ue*ti<  ns  of 
the  day,  and  tw  btii  allv  he  is  a steadfast  hepub- 
loan. 

On  No\en, her  2 8 . 187;.  Mr.  Judd  was  mar- 
ti'd  m.  Bethel  to  M;ss  Sarah  L.  Allen,  daughter 
ol  Aitxandcr  Alien,  a wiil  kr.own  riti/rn  hive 
(t.iliten  have  hie  '^r,|  this  union.  <»|  whom,  the 
f rit  three,  Alien,  Bnrct.ie  and  Horace,  ate  cir- 
Helen  K.  and  I’hiiip  H.  are  at  home. 
The  family  attend  the  ( cmgregatronal  Church 
at  Bethel,  (d  wire  h Mr.  Judd  is  an  active 
n.emher. 


WILBJAM  KLi.FL.  a well-known  citizen 
of  Bruise;,  rt.  < r.jovs  the  distinction  ol 
l.avmp  heen  elected  nunc  ol  the  peace  at  an 
<ar:;er  age  than  anv  < tt.er  rr.an  in  this  State,  hav- 
n.p  hardy  attained  i.  s lotitv  at  the  time.  He 
is  a man  o|  f.i.e  rote  .1  . . e,  and  well-posted  on 
the  issues  of  the  d,e\ 

Mr.  Keefe  wn*  t < i n in  Bridgeport  April  7. 
1 -v <r‘ 5 • and  is  ed  li'sii  Mood  m both  paternal  and 
maternal  lines.  li:s;  aternai  grandfather  } a--ed 
•h.:s  entire  life  in  Ire  and.  David  Keefe,  his  fatlier, 
"as  burn  it  Limerick,  Ireland,  in  1 832,  and  emi- 


grated in  early  manhood  to  the  United  States, 
locating  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  followed  the 
marble  cutters  trade  many  years.  His  death 
oce  tilted  August  19.  1879.  His  wile,  Rosanna 
Donahue,  who  died  December  8,  18(91,  was  born 
May  1,  1832.  at  Kih'ashandra,  County  Cavan, 
Irr  .imi  Of  their  six  children.  Stephen  and 
David  (twins'  died  in  infancy;  John  is  employed 
in  the  (.raphe  phone  works  in  Bridgeport;  Nellie 
is  in  a convent  in  Prescott.  Arizona;  William, 
our  Mib  e-ct.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  and 
Mai  caret  married  Thomas  Hayden. 

Mr.  Krclc  was  educated  in  Bridgeport,  attend- 
ing t tie  C.idden  Hill  school,  and  began  his  busi- 
ness e a reer  tending  bar  for  Colonel  Sheridan,  by 
whorn  tic  was  employed  eleven  years.  On  May 
is.  1802.  he  opened  a retail  liquor  store  on  Main 
* 1 1 ec t . and  he  has  built  up  a profitable  trade. 
He  married  Miss  Augustine  Berger,  a native  of 
Sharon,  Mass.,  whose  father,  Brancis  Berger, 
was  born  in  France,  and  lour  children  have 
b.e*se-d  this  union:  Kdna,  Bthel,  William,  Jr., 

and  Raymond.  The  family  is  identified  with  the 
( athoiic  Church  at  Bridgeport,  of  which  Mr. 
Keefe  is  a leading  member.  He  abo  belongs  to 
various  societies,  including  the  Foresters  of 
America  and  the  B.  P.  O.  L..  Bridgeport  Lodge 
No.  30.  and  he  is  now  the  president  of  the  Third 
Ward  Literary  Club.  Politically  he  is  a Demo- 
e rat,  and  in  1898  he  served  as  a delegate  to  the 
county  convention,  but  he  does  not  aspire  to  offi- 
cial honors,  and  when  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  in  1S86  he  refused  to  qualify. 

JOHN  C.  O’NEILL,  a well-known  resident 
■ of  Stamford,  is  one  of  the  enterprising  self- 
made  men,  whose  success  has  been  won 
without  the  assistance  of  inherited  capital  or  in- 
line ntial  friends. 

Mr.  O'Neill  was  born  in  Stamford  July  3, 
18(2.  and  tire  greater  portion  of  his  life  has  been 
spent  in  that  city.  His  father.  Patriclt  O'Neill, 
was  a native  of  Ireland,  coming  thence  to  the 
United  States  in  early  manhood,  and  making  his 
home  at  Stamford.  Our  subn  et  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Stamford,  and  at  an  early 
age  began  earning  a livelihood  by  working  upon 
a tarm.  where  he  spent  about  five  years.  He 
then  (or  some  time  tended  bar  for  John  H.  Hicks, 
of  Stamford,  and  in  1873  he  engaged  in  the 
liquor  business  on  his  own  account  at  the  location 
now  occupied  by  "The  Silver  Dollar."  This 
enterprise  proved  successful,  and  on  April  16 
1881,  he  opened  a saloon  and  grocery  at  No.  47 
Kirn  street,  which  he  conducted  until  1895. 
Since  that  date  he  has  devoted  his  attention  ex- 
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clusively  to  the  liquor  business,  discontinuing  the 
grocery,  and  he  enjoys  a large  and  lucrative 
trade.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Stam- 
ford Liquor  Dealers  Association,  and  for  some 
time  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  that  city.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
and  he  takes  much  interest  in  all  questions  relat- 
ing to  local  improvement,  while  he  is  also  active 
in  religious  work,  being  a leading  member  of  St. 
John’s  R.  C.  Church,  at  Stamford. 

On  November  14.  1S75,  Mr.  O’Neill  married 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Bennett,  and  their  home  is  bright- 
ened by  four  children,  namely:  Mary.  Sarah, 
Helen,  and  John  C.,  Ji. 


WTLL1AM  J.  BEEHLER.  From  an  Amer-  | 

ican  point  of  view  the  commercial  inter-  | 

ests  of  a place  play  an  important  part  in  the  1 
great  drama  of  the  world’s  history,  and  the  I 
merchant  holds  an  honorable  social  position.  | 
Among  the  merchants  of  Fairfield  county  who 
have  by  their  own  ability  and  energy  molded  1 
their  fortunes  we  find  the  name  of  William  J.  I 
Beehler.  j 

Christian  William  Beehler,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a native  of  Germany,  whence  over  half 
a century  ago  he  came  to  America.  He  first  set- 
tled in  New  Jersey,  later  moving  to  Sandy  Hook,  ! 
in  the  town  of  Newtown,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn,  i 
In  his  youth  he  served  his  time  as  a weaver,  I 
though  fiis  ancestors  were  all  blacksmiths.  Since  1 
his  residence  in  this  country  he  has  worked  many  1 
years  with  a rubber  company.  In  politics  he  is  1 
a Republican,  and  in  his  religious  views  he  is  a ! 
1 faithful  follower  of  the  teachings  of  John  Wesley.  I 
He  was  married  in  Germany  to  Miss  Elizabeth  I 
Stahl,  and  their  family  consisted  of  the  following  ! 
named  children':  F.  T.,  who  is  the  proprietor  of  I 
a hat  store  at  Stamford,  Conn.;  Christian  W.,  | 
of  the  Wolfe  American  Bicycle  Company,  at 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  George,  of  Newtown,  Conn.; 
Elizabeth;  Sophia,  an  operator  in  a shirt  factory 
at  Bridgeport;  Amelia,  of  Newtown;  William  J.; 
and  Albert  C..  of  Newtown.  Mr.  Beehler,  the 
father,  though  now  eighty  years  old,  is  still  strong 
and  vigorous,  and  his  mind  is  keenly  alive  to  the 
interests  of  the  day. 

William  J.  Beehler  was  born  December  4, 
1866,  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  Conn.  He  ac- 
quired his  literary  training  in  the  district  schools 
of  Sandy  Hook  and  the  private  school  of  C.  M. 
Parson,  and  after  leaving  school  be  began  his 
business  education  with  a year  and  a half  in  the 
shops  of  the  New  York  Belting  & Packing 
Company.  For  a similar  period  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  store  of  James  M.  Blackman  at 


Sandy  Hook,  and  m the  spring  of  1885,  when 
eighteen  years  old  he  came  to  Brookfield  and  went 
to  work  for  Henry  S.  Beers,  in  the  capacity  of 
clerk,  remaining  with  him  some  eight  years. 
Mr.  Beers  was  a man  of  fine  personality,  and  it 
is  to  his  interest  and  careful  training  during  this 
period  that  Mr.  Beehler  attributes  much  of  the 
success  which  has  since  marked  his  business  ca- 
reer. In  the  fall  of  1892  this  store  was  struck 
by  lightning  and  burned;  almost  at  once  the 
present  store  building  began  to  arise  from  the 
ashes  of  the'old,  and  in  the  spring  following  the 
fire  Mr.  Beers  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Beehler  and 
removed  to  Middletown,  Conn.  Mr.  Beehler 
has  been  prosperous  in  his  undertaking,  and  car- 
ries one  of  the  finest  lines  of  general  merchandise 
in  the  county,  doing  a business  of  about  $18,000 
per  year.  He  is  also  the  only  undertaker  and 
embalmer  in  the  town,  obtaining  his  diploma  in 
this  line  from  the  Champion  College  of  New 
York  City. 

Mr.  Beehler  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of 
which  this  country  can  boast;  he  started  out  in 
life  without  any  financial  support,  and  by  dint  of 
grit,  energy  and  perseverance  he  has  secured  a 
competence,  while  his  honorable  business  meth- 
ods have  won  for  him  an  enviable  place  in  the 
estimation  of  the  commercial  element  of  Brook- 
field. He  is  actively  interested  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  at  this  writ- 
ing serving  as  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  town 
and  as  postmaster  at  his  home,  Brookfield  Iron 
Works;  for  two  years  he  was  on  the  school  com- 
mittee of  the  district.  In  his  social  relations  he 
is  a member  of  Samaritan  Lodge,  1.  O.  0.  F., 
of  Danbury,  of  the  Good  Templars,  at  Sandy 
Hook,  and  St.  Peter's  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M..  at 
New  Milford.  Religiously  he  is  a faithful  mem- 
ber of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he 
is  now  serving  as  vestryman.  Though  young  in 
years,  Mr.  Beehler  has  acquired  the  steady  poise 
and  sound  judgment  that  usually  comes  only  to 
men  of  large  experience,  and  his  public  spirit 
\ would  make  him  a leader  in  any  community. 


P ETER  FOX,  a prominent  resident  of  Stam- 
ford, was  born  May  13,  1S49,  in  the  King- 
I dom  of  Prussia,  where  his  ancestors  had  resided 
I for  several  generations.  His  father,  Charles  Fox, 

I also  a native  of  Prussia,  was  engaged  in  business 
l as  a grain  dealer. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
I of  his  native  place,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  came 
! to  America  to  seek  his  fortune.  On  landing  in 
1 New  York  City  he  secured  employment  in  a hat 
I factory,  and  for  eight  years  he  worked  at  that 
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trade  as  a journeyman.  In  1874  he  located  at 
Stamford  and  opened  a liquor  store  in  Gay  street, 
where  he  has  ever  since  conducted  a thriving 
business.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Stam- 
ford Liquor  Dealers  Association,  and  is  justly 
regarded  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  his  line  of  trade. 

In  February,  1873,  Mr.  Fox  was  married,  in 
New  York  City,  to  Miss  Hedwig  Hirshson,  and  in 
1898  they  celebrated  their  silver  wedding  anni- 
versary, the  occasion  being  marked  by  great  re- 
joicing among  their  relatives  and  friends.  Six 
children  have  blessed  their  union:  Rosie  (now 
the  wile  of  Sol.  Bernard,  of  Trenton,  N.  J. ), 
Henry,  Pauline,  Regina,  Charles,  and  Helen. 


T'HOMAS  B.  De  FOREST,  president  of  the 
_ Bridgeport  National  Bank,  and  one  of  that 
city’s  foremost  business  men,  has  won  the  dis- 
tinction he  now  holds  by  his  own  achievements. 
The  brief  recital  of  his  life’s  history  is  an  inter- 
esting one,  for  it  aptly  illustrates  the  opportuni- 
ties and  the  rewards  that  await  the  young  man 
of  pluck  and  determination. 

Mr.  De  Forest  was  born  April  22.  1831,  at 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  a son  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  Ann 
(Bartram)  De  Forest.  Isaac  De  Forest  was 
born  in  Easton,  Conn.,  in  1798,  a son  of  Will- 
iam and  Sarah  (Nichols)  De  Forest;  Sarah  Ann 
Bartram  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
Bartram.  Isaac  De  Forest  was  an  early  resi- 
dent of  Bridgfeport,  and  died  in  1874.  He  and 
his  wife  had  two  children:  Thomas  B.,  subject 

of  this  sketch,  and  William  L..  now  deceased. 

Thomas  B.  De  Forest  received  his  education 
partly  in  the  academy  at  Fairfield,  whither  his 
father  had  moved  when  he  was  nine  years  old, 
and  he  also  attended  private  schools  at  Bridge- 
port. The  sea  has  fascinations  for  many  boys, 
ar,d  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  attracted  by  its 
witching  glamor.  For  three  years  he  was  a 
sailor  before  the  mast  on  a line  plying  between 
New  York  City  and  Savannah.  Then  the  young 
mariner  deserted  this  calling  and  became  a lands- 
man. He  entered  a clothing  store  in  New  York 
City  as  a salesman,  and  subsequently  traveled 
several  years  for  a clothing  house  at  Charleston, 
S.  C.  Next  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  se- 
cured a position  in  a bank,  and  he  later  filled 
similar  positions  in  a bank  in  Minnesota.  In 
>857,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  Mr.  De 
Forest  returned  to  Bridgeport  and  embarked  in 
the  insurance  business,  which  he  has  since  fol- 
lowed uninterruptedly  to  the  present  day.  In 
1 87 1 he  established  a business  relationship  with 
W.  R.  Higby,  under  the  firm  name  of  Higby  & 
De  Forest.  His  interests  have  grown  and  pros- 
74 


pered  with  those  of  the  city,  and  he  is  now 
prominently  associated  with  many  institutions  of 
great  influence  and  value  to  the  community. 
For  twenty-three  years  he  has  been  a director  of 
the  Bridgeport  National  Bank,  of  which  he  is  now 
president.  He  is  also  first  vice-president  of  the 
Bridgeport  Savings  Bank.  He  is  vice-president 
of  the  Consolidated  Rolling  Slock  Co.,  and  is 
treasurer  of  the  Bridgeport  Hydraulic  Company. 

Mr.  De  Forest  was  married,  in  1857,  to  Miss 
Martha  Crocker,  daughter  of  Capt.  Charles  and 
Julia  Crocker.  Five  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  De  Forest:  Marian;  Julia,  wife  of 

B.  D,  Pierce,  Jr.,  of  Bridgeport;  Sarah  M.,  wife 
of  Justus  B.  Entz,  of  New  York  City;  Thomas; 
and  William.  Our  subject  is  a member  of  the 
South  Congregational  Church,  and  for  a number 
of  years  has  served  on  the  board  of  that  society. 
In  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  He  was  a member 
of  the  common  council  of  Bridgeport  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  during  the  term  that  P.  T.  Bar- 
num  served  as  mayor.  Subsequently  Mr.  De 
Forest  was  elected  a member  of  the  board  of 
aldermen;  he  has  acceptably  filled  the  position  of 
road  and  bridge  commissioner,  and  in  various 
other  capacities  has  contributed  to  the  public 
service  that  ripe  experience  and  judgment  which 
has  won  for  him  the  present  high  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held  by  his  fellow  men. 


CE.  SMITH.  In  the  complicated  activities  of 
_ modern  commercial  and  industrial  life  there 
is  need  for  the  employment  of  widely  diversified 
talents,  the  practical  business  man,  skilled  in  the 
conduct  of  affairs,  being  of  no  less  service  than 
the  man  who  works  with  his  hands.  Each  is 
essential  to  the  success  of  the  other,  each  must 
aid  in  order  to  bring  any  enterprise  of  magnitude 
to  a profitable  conclusion.  Asa  promoter  and 
manager  of  large  interests,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  now  a prominent  resident  of  Stamford, 
has  won  an  enviable  reputation,  his'  success  being 
mainly  due  to  his  clear  judgment  as  to  the  right 
means  for  carrying  out  his  plans  and  to  his  fine 
executive  ability,  which  gained  for  him  the  con- 
fidence of  his  associates  in  business. 

Mr.  Smith  belongs  to  one  of  Stamford's  old 
and  respected  families,  the  Smith  homestead, 
which  is  still  standing  on  Stillwater  avenue,  now 
150  years  old,  being  a well-known  landmark 
there.  The  family  is  of  English  descent.  Isaac 
Smith,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a native  of 
Stamford,  and  throughout  his  life  was  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in  that  locality.  He  and 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Webb, 
died  in  Stamford. 
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Our  subject  was  born  April  5,  1S09,  at  the  Egerton,  died  in  New  Orleans,  of  yellow  (ever, 
old  homestead,  and  his  youth  was  spent  in  the  Henry  married  Miss  Fannie  Bogardus,  and  both 
manner  common  to  country  lads  of  that  day,  the  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  one  son,  James  B. 
summers  being  devoted  to  work  on  the  farm,  George  married  Miss  Helen  Hudson;  he  is  also 
while  in  winter  he  attended  the  local  schools,  deceased.  Schuyler  died  in  Stamford.  Mr.  Smith 
In  his  sixteenth  year  he  went  to  New  York  City  is  still  active,  and  enjoys  remarkable  health  fora 
and  entered  the  employ  of  Smith  & Dimond,  the  man  of  ninety  years, 
well-known  shipbuilders,  with  whom  he  served 
a regular  apprenticeship,  from  1828  to  1831,  un- 

der  the  old  system  of  work  “ from  sun  to  sun.”  TrOHN  J.  RYBURN,  one  of  Bridgeport's  native 
On  completing  his  term  he  worked  ior  two  years  I sons  of  whom  that  city  is  justly  proud,  was 

at  lump  work,  jobbing  certain  pieces  of  work,  born  December  29,  1835.  His  father.  Will- 

and  later  he  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Smith-  iam  H.  Rvburn,  was  born  in  1824,  in  Charleston, 
town,  N.  Y.,  conducting  a general  store  and  ship  S.  C.,  where  his  father,  a seafaring  man,  had 
chandlery.  He  also  owned  a set  of  ways  for  settled. 

hauling  up  vessels  in  need  of  repairs,  and  for  two  William  H.  Rvburn  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
years  he  carried  on  these  lines  of  business  sue-  native  town,  and  thence  went  to  New  York,  where 
cessfully.  He  then  returned  to  New  York  City  he  learned  the  cabinet  maker's  trade,  ^ears 
to  engage  in  ship  repairing,  which  he  continued  ago  he  made  the  woodwork  on  the  piano  that 
until  1847,  one  of  the  first  boats  constructed  by  drew  the  first  prize  at  the  World’s  Fair.  He  fol- 
him  being  the  “ New  Brighton,”  and  he  followed  lowed  that  trade  until  1872,  in  1850  removing  to 
that  business  in  all  ten  years,  clearing  in  that  Bridgeport,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
time  about  $10,000.  death,  in  March,  1 877.  In  New  York  he  married 

In  1847  Mr.  Smith  became  interested  in  the  Margaret  McGovern,  who  was  born  in  Ireland, 
whale-oil  business,  in  which  he  continued  for  six-  and  a family  of  seven  children  came  to  them, 
teen  years.  Meanwhile  he  organized  the  Vulcan  One  that  died  in  infancy;  William  H.,  who  is  a 
Mining  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  night  watchman  in  Bridgeport;  Annie  A.,  e- 
the  copper  region  of  northern  Michigan;  and  1 ceased  wife  of  William  Clampitt,  of  Bridgeport, 
later,  having  secured  a lease  of  some  valuable  Isabella,  widow  of  James  Henderson,  of  ™st0" 
copper  land,  he  organized  the  Minnesota  Mining  fhe  was  her  second  husband);  Margaret,  the  «i e 
Company',  with  which  he  operated  the  property  of  Nicholas  Desmond,  of  Port  Chester,  •> 
from  1.847  to  1864.  At  first  he  held  two  hun-  John  J.,  our  subject;  and  Mary  E.,  who  die  un 
dred  shares,  but  as  time  passed  he  became  the  married.  The  father  of  this  family  was  an  ac 
owner  of  1,333$  shares  in  the  company,  the  in-  Republican  in  his  political  affiliations,  an  in 

vestment  proving  to  be  a most  profitable  one.  ligious  connection  was  a member  of  the  Puc  " 

Mr.  Smith  also  held  interests  in  other  mining  Church.  The  mother  is  still  living-  ^ 

properties,  and  at  present  he  owns  nine  hundred  John  J.  Rvburn  has  passed  his  entire  1 

shares  in  the  Central  Mining  Company  of  Mich-  Bridgeport.  He  attended  the  public  sc ^ ^ 

igan.  At  various  times  he  has  been  interested  to  the  age  of  eleven  years,  when  he  »en  „„„ 
in  other  lines  of  investment,  and  for  some  years  for  C.  Capen,  a shirt  manufacturer  ^ 

he  was  a director  in  the  Fulton  Fire  Insurance  i street,  remaining  there  four  years,  a ter  ^ 
Company  of  New  York  City.  i went  to  work  for  his  father,  who  ha 

In  February,  1837,  Mr.  Smith  was  married,  in  1 engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  j1  charge, 
New  York  City’,  to  Miss  Mary  Egerton,  with  | of  the  father  our  subject  assumed  en  1^^  eve[ 
whom  he  became  acquainted  when  she  was  but  I and  he  has  been  conducting  the  u-^  ^eayn„ 
twelve  years  old.  In  1857  he  purchased  a rest-  1 since  with  almost  phenomenal  succe- ' j ov;sjons. 
deuce  in  Fourteenth  street,  New  York  City,  and  1 wholesale  and  retail,  in  fine  groceries,^ 
in  the  ••  seventies”  he  built  his  present  handsome  1 ale,  wine,  liquors,  house-furnis  'J’S  ? extensively 
home  in  Schuyler  avenue,  Stamford.  He  and  1 ery  and  tinware.  He  has  also  ea  ^ j)U5|necs 
his  family  have  always  held  a prominent  place  in  1 in  real  estate,  embarking  in  this  taaen an 

social  life,  and  since  1879  he  has  been  a member  \ in  1882.  In  appraising  property  e ^ jnjurmeii 
of  the  New  England  Society.  In  religious  faith  1 especial  interest,  and  so  we  a many  times 
he  is  a Presbyterian,  identified  for  many'  years  I himself  on  relative  values  that  e - ^ expel-t. 
with  the  Fourteenth  Street  Church  in  New  York  I been  called  into  court  to  ^esti  > ve0I)eyeat 

City.  In  1885,  after  nearly  half  a century  of  ! Mayor  Best  wick  appointed  him  °-  ont|,ees- 
happv  wedded  life,  his  beloved  wife  passed  to  I as  appraiser  of  benefits  and  ®rna. por  a term 
the  unseen  world.  Of  their  lour  sons,  the  eldest,  I piration  of  that  time  reappointing 
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of  three  years,  and  he  is  still  serving  in  that 
capacity. 

On  November  8,  187;,  Mr.  Rvburn  married 
Margaret  Downing,  daughter  of  Philip  Downing, 
a native  of  Waterford,  Ireland,  and  seven  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  this  union:  William  and 
John  (deceased),  James,  Edward,  Mary,  Annie 
and  Nellie. 

Mr.  Ryburn  has  the  true  instinct  for  commer- 
cial life,  and  his  success  in  business  is  the  result 
of  his  integrity,  courtesy  and  manly  bearing.  He 
is  a Democrat  in  politics  and  a worker  in  the  in- 
terests of  his  party,  in  which  he  ranks  high  as  a 
wise  counselor.  He  is  particularly  noted  for  his 
generosity,  and  his  charities,  public  and  private, 
are  quite  extensive,  the  poor  and  needy  never 
applying  in  vain  for  his  aid.  He  is  well  liked, 
and  men  are  proud  to  cal]  him  friend. 


LAWRENCE  TIMMONS,  although  one  of  the 
younger  merchants  of  the  town  of  Green- 
wich, Fairfield  county,  ranks  with  the  foremost 
in  a business  way,  and  has  already  achieved  un- 
usual success,  judged  from  either  a financial  or  a 
moral  standpoint.  His  career  is  an  example  of 
what  perseverance  and  industry,  combined  with 
irreproachable  methods,  courtesy  and  scrupulous 
honesty,  will  do  to  help  a man  rise  in  the  com- 
mercial world,  and  he  is  one  of  the  native  citi- 
zens of  Greenwich  of  whom  she  may  be  proud. 

Mr.  Timmons  was  born  March  4,  1864,  son 
of  James  and  Jane  (Smith)  Timmons,  who  still 
live  in  Greenwich,  the  father  now  aged  seventy- 
one  years,  the  mother  sixtv-nine.  James  Tim- 
mons was  born  in  County  Carlow,  Ireland,  where 
his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  Timmons, 
lived  and  died.  When  a young  man  he  decided 
to  come  to  America,  and  taking  passage  landed, 
after  an  eight-weeks’  voyage,  at  New  York  City, 
where  he  commenced  work  as  soon  as  possible. 
Later  he  came  to  Greenwich,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farm  work,  for  quite  a while  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Ed.  Peck,  and  he  was  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him  as  an  honest,  hard-working  man. 
In  Greenwich  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Smith, 
who  was  also  a native  of  Ireland,  and  they  have 
reared  a good  family,  all  of  whom  have  remained 
in  Greenwich,  Theresa,  the  eldest,  living  with 
her  parents;  Lawrence  was  the  eldest  son;  Will- 
iam  is  engaged  in  blacksmithing;  Robert  is  a 
carpenter;  Mamie  lives  at  home,  and  is  book- 
keeper for  her  brother  Lawrence;  James  lives  in 
Greenwich.  The  family  are  all  Catholics  in 
religious  connection.  Mr.  Timmons  is  a Repub- 
lican politically. 

When  five  years  old  Lawrence  Timmons  be- 


gan his  education  in  the  district  school  of  Green- 
wich^ which  he  attended  until  he  was  fourteen, 
and  in  all  that  time  did  not  miss  a single  day! 
For  two  years  afterward  he  was  a pupil  in  the 
Greenwich  Academy  under  Professor  Shepherd, 
and  then,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  commenced 
work  as  clerk  for  H.  M.  Fitzgerald,  who  carried 
on  a grocery  business,  receiving  $15.00  per 
month  to  start.  He  continued  in  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s 
employ  for  two  years,  and  the  following  two 
years  clerked  in  New  York  City,  on  his  return  to 
Greenwich  taking  a position  in  the  store  of  Webb 
& Avery.  There  he  remained  for  six  or  seven 
years,  the  firm  in  the  meantime  changing  to 
Avery  & Wilson,  after  which  he  was  in  the  post 
office  at  Greenwich  for  a time  under  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald. His  next  experience  was  as  manager  for 
a few  months  of  a hotel  at  Great  Barrington, 
Mass.,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  at  Greenwich.  He  be- 
gan in  1 892  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Fitz- 
gerald & Timmons,  which  two  years  later  became 
Timmons  & Finch.  In  1896  Mr.  Timmons  be- 
came sole  proprietor,  and  by.  strict  attention  to 
business  and  promptness  in  supplying  the  wants 
of  his  customers,  he  has  built  up  an  extensive 
trade  in  and  around  Greenwich.  He  has  dis- 
played excellent  ability  in  the  management  of  his 
affairs,  and  is  also  popular  for  his  personal  qualit- 
ies, which  have  no  doubt  had  as  much  to  do  with 
his  success  as  the  more  practical  qualifications. 

In  October,  1894,  Mr.  Timmons  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Kate  Howley,  of  Glenville, 
who  is  the  daughter  of  James  Howley,  and  one 
child,  Mary  E.,  has  blessed  their  union.  They 
are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  religious 
connection,  and  socially  he  unites  with  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  but  is 
not  active  in  party  affairs,  and  is  no  office  seeker, 
though  he  has  filled  the  office  of  burgess. 


C'OL.  T.  J.  MURPHY,  a well-known  and  pop- 
J)  ular  citizen  of  Bridgeport,  where  he  is  con- 
ducting a first-class  cate,  is  a native  of  Ireland, 
born  March  4,  i860,  at  Dunmanway,  County 
Cork,  the  birthplace  also  of  his  father  and  grand- 
father. 

James  Murphy,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  who  reached  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-four  years,  married  Julia  Dullea,  of 
the  same  locality,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Jeremiah,  Timothy  and  Mary 

Ann.  Of  these,  Jeremiah,  the  father  of  Col.  T. 
].  Murphy,  spent  his  life  on  the  old  homestead  at 
Dunmanway,  engaged  in  farming.  He  married 
Julia  Regan,  who  was  born  at  Drinagh,  Ireland, 
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and  their  children  were:  James,  who  died  in 

August,  1896;  Timothy  J.,  our  subject;  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  a Mr.  Murphy,  of  Dunmanway; 
Jeremiah,  of  Springfield,  Mass.;  Thomas  and 
Mary  Ann,  both  living  in  Dunmanway;  and  John, 
who  died  in  infancy.  The  father  was  a member 
of  the  Catholic  Church  and  of  the  Land  League. 

Timothy  J.  Murphy,  w'hose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the  home 
farm  at  Dunmanway,  Ireland,  and  attended  the 
National  schools.  In  1 879,  then  nineteen  years 
old,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  making  his 
first  New-World  home  in  Springfield,  Mass., 
where,  in  partnership  with  a Mr.  Glynn,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  meat  and  grocery  business,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Glvnn  & Murphy.  They  also,  in 
connection,  conducted  the  “Mansion  House”  in 
Springfield,  but  in  1894  Mr.  Murphy  retired  from 
the  firm.  In  1888  he  came  to  Bridgeport  and 
opened  his  piesent  cafe  on  Main  street,  in  which 
venture  he  has  met  with  well-merited  success. 

On  January  18,  1893,  Mr.  Murphy  was  mar- 
ried in  Bridgeport  to  Miss  Catherine  M.  Crow- 
ley, daughter  of  Edw'ard  Crowley,  of  that  city, 
and  two  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Jere- 

miah Emmet  and  James  Edwin.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Murphy  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  Bridgeport,  and  in  politics  he  is  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 
Socially,  he  is  affiliated  with  Milton  Lodge,  K. 
of  P.,  the  Foresters  of  America,  the  A.  O.  H., 
the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle,  the  New  Eng- 
land Order  of  Protection,  also  with  Bridgeport 
Lodge,  No.  36,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  with  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  the  Emmet  Club,  and  the  Irish 
National  Alliance.  He  is  colonel  of  the  First 
Regiment,  Hibernian  Rifles  of  Connecticut,  the 
highest  officer  in  that  organization,  there  being 
but  one  regiment. 


CiHARLES  J.  KELLEY,  of  Bridgeport,  was 
' born  in  Bridgeport,  February  26,  iSbi,  and 
is  of  Irish  ancestry  in  both  paternal  and  maternal 
lines. 

Thomas  Kelley,  his  grandfather,  was  a na- 
tive of  Ireland,  but  came  to  America  many  years 
ago,  and  his  death  occurred  in  Bridgeport.  Our 
subject’s  father,  also  named  Thomas,  was  born 
in  New  York  City,  and  became  a steamfitter  by 
trade,  following  that  occupation  in  New  York 
City  and  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  died  in  July, 
1893.  His  wife,  Hanora  Flynn,  was  a native  of 
Ireland.  Our  subject  is  the  youngest  tn  their 
family  of  five  children,  the  others  being : 
Thomas,  who  is  engaged  in  the  cigar  business  in 
Jersey  City;  George,  a tile  setter  in  Bridgeport; 


Mary,  widow  of  Frank  Keef,  formerly  a resident 
of  Montreal,  Canada;  and  Anna,  who  is  unmar- 
ried. 

Our  subject’s  early  life  was  spent  in  Bridge- 
port, and  after  leaving  school  he  was  employed 
in  the  mineral  water  business  for  fifteen  years. 
In  May,  1894,  he  opened  his  present  store, where 
he  has  since  had  an  extensive  retail  liquor  trade. 
He  married  Miss  Isabella  White,  a native  of  New 
York,  whose  father  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five 
years.  Socially,  Mr.  Kelley  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pvthias,  the  Foresters  of  America, 
and  the  Concordia  Singing  Society.  Politically, 
he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
for  some  years  been  identified  with  the  liquor 
business  in  Bridgeport,  his  establishment  being 
at  No.  35  Wall  street. 


JfAMES  MAHER.  Many  of  our  most  prom- 
inent citizens  have  endured  in  their  youth  the 
hard  discipline  of  poverty',  and  through  their 
own  efforts  have  conquered  and  risen  to  an  en- 
viable place  in  the  business  world.  One  who 
possesses  tact,  ability  and  energy  can  dispense 
with  outside  aid,  as  is  shown  by  the  successful 
career  of  the  well-known  resident  of  Greenwich 
whose  history  is  here  outlined. 

Mr.  Maher  was  born  September  25'  a 
Sound  Beach,  on  a farm  now  known  as  the  Sam- 
uel Adams  place,  located  on  the  “old  Post  rw  . 
running  through  the  town  of  Greenwich,  ®n  a‘ 
the  second  son  and  child  of  Daniel  and  e 
flvery)  Maher,  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere 
During  boyhood  he  attended  the  common  sc  0 
of  the  vicinity,  a Mr.  Betts  being  his  first teart'n 
but  as  his  parents  were  then  less  prosperous 
they  are  at  present,  he  was  often  compe  ® 
sacrifice  his  schooling  in  order  to-  he  P W1  • 
work  at  home.  He  also  assisted  nelJ  > 
farmers  in  such  light  work  as  a boy  could  do ,» 
much  of  his  time  was  spent  in  weedtng  » 
for  a Mr.  Ferris,  who  raised  large  q ^ 
every  year.  After  reaching  ’j1®3?60  ,jme  he 
attended  school  but  little,  and  for  so  n(j 

was  employed  at  different  places  as*  e„,; 
his  wages  being  usually  turned  over  P 

On  attaining  his  majority  he  continuing 

eery  and  liquor  business  a*  j was  raided 

it  successfully  until  the  establish  ^ghile  ® 
by  burglars  and  destroyed  by  r®'  ,ter  and 
Mianus  he  served  four  years  asP°  onJu|ie 
during  his  term  the  office  was  ro  he 

1,  ,895.  he  removed  Greenwich,^  ^ 
formed  a partnership,  and  und  jneS5  as  '« 
of  Smith  & Maher  engaged  in  W The 
dealer  in  coal,  wood  and  building 
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enterprise  succeeded,  and  on  October  l,  1896, 
he  became  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  business, 
which  he  has  since  conducted  in  his  own  name. 
Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  has  had  to  meet 
the  competition  of  several  old  firms,  he  has  made 
rapid  headway,  and  now  enjoys  a large  trade,  his 
straightforward  methods  winning  him  the  confi- 
dence of  all  classes.  While  he  is  a stanch  Dem- 
ocrat, Mr.  Maher  does  not  take  an  active  share 
in  party  work,  preferring  to  devote  his  time  to 
his  business  interests. 

Mr.  Maher  married  Miss  Kate  B.  Eddy,  of 
Mianus,  daughter  erf  Charles  and  Catherine 
(Whalen)  Eddy.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are 
popular  socially,  and  in  religious  connection  are 
leading  members  of  the  Catholic  Church  at  Green- 
wich. 


JfOHN  P.  W1XTED,  member  of  the  firm  of 
1 Gorman,  Wixted  & Crowe,  manufacturers  of 
hats.  Bethel,  Fairfield  county,  is  a native  of 
Connecticut,  born  May  1,  1865,  in  the  borough  of 
Bethel.  Patrick  Wixted,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  County  Limerick,  Ireland,  and  when 
a boy  came  to  the  United  States,  making  his 
first  New-World  home  in  Danbury,  Conn.  Here 
he  learned  the  hat  manufacturing  business  in  the 
factory  of  Preston  Durant,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  moving  to  Bethel,  where  for  a number 
of  years  he  worked  for  Cole  & Ambler,  and  he  is 
now  in  the ‘employ  of  Edwin  Short.  Patrick 
Wixted  was  married  at  Bethel  to  Ellen  McGin- 
nis, also  a native  of  County  Limerick,  Ireland, 
and  five  children  were  born  to  them,  viz.:  Mag- 
gie; Rose;  Thomas,  with  the  firm  of  Lee  & Haw- 
ley, Danbury,  Conn.;  John  P.,  our  subject;  and 
James  M.,  also  a member  of  the  firm  of  Gorman, 
Wixted  & Crowe.  Of  these,  Thomas  is  mar- 
ried to  Ellen  Gannon.  The  family  are  all 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  in 
politics  the  men  invariably  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket. 

John  P.  Wixted,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Bethel, 
and  when  old  enough  commenced  to  learn  the 
trade  of  hatter  with  Cole  & Ambler,  in  that  bor- 
ough, remaining  with  that  firm  five  years,  after 
which  he  worked  for  Andrews  & MacKenzie  two 
years.  In  1893  the  firm  of  Gorman,  Wixted  & 
Crowe  was  formed,  starting  business  in  the  Reid 
factory,  where  they  remained  some  months; 
they  then  rented  the  “Willows,  ” which  was 
burned  in  January,  1894,  when  they  returned  to 
the  Reid  building,  and  in  July,  1894,  they 
bought  the  “Willows  ” property,  rebuilt  the  fac- 
tory, and  once  more  occupied  it;  but  in  January, 


1896,  it  was  again  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the 
firm  a second  time  returned  to  the  Reid  building, 
where  they  have  since  remained,  manufacturing 
stiff  hats  (all  hand-made),  and  employing  some 
thirty  hands. 

Anthony  A.  Gorman,  another  member  of  the 
firm  of  Gorman,  Wixted  & Crowe,  and  salesman 
on  the  road  for  the  factory,  was  born  October 
1 8,  1867,  in  Bethel,  Conn.  Dennis  Gorman, 
his  father,  was  born  in  County  Clare,  Ireland, 
and  died  October  15,  1878,  aged  thirty-four 
years.  When  a boy  he  came  to  this  country, 
locating  in  Bethel,  Conn.,  and  in  that  borough 
learned  the  hat  manufacturing  business  with 
Orrin  Benedict,  and  in  the  Hickok  factory.  He 
married  Ellen  Quinlan,  also  a native  of  County 
Clare,  Ireland,  who  survives  him,  and  three  children 
were  born  to  them:  Annie,  wife  of  James  A. 

Manning,  of  Danbury;  Anthony  A.,  our  subject; 
and  Dennis  F.,  of  Bethel.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  are 
Democrats  politically. 

After  receiving  a liberal  education  at  the 
common  schools  of  Bethel,  Anthony  A.  Gorman 
entered  T.  C.  Millard's  hat  factory  in  that  bor- 
ough to  learn  the  business,  and  remained  there 
some  five  or  six  vears.  Later  he  worked  lor  An- 
drews & MacKenzie,  and  still  later  for  Burns  & 
Schoonmaker.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus. 

Lawrence  Charles  Crowe,  also  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Gorman,  Wixted  & Crowe,  was 
born  in  Bethel,  Conn.,  December  24,  1868. 
Anthony  Crowe,  his  father,  was  born  in  County 
Clare,  Ireland,  in  July,  1819;  came  to  America  in 
1856,  and  located  in  the  town  of  Redding,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.  Later  he  moved  to  Bethel,  and 
there  worked  at  the  hatting  business  with  Orrin 
Benedict  for  three  years,  after  which  he  took  up 
farming  in  that  town.  He  married  Mary,  a 
native  of  Galway,  Ireland,  who  died  in  1890, 
and  they  had  eight  children,  as  follows:  Michael, 

a hatter,  who  is  with  Edwin  Short;  Mary -, 

married  toP.  W.  O’Boy,  of  Danbury;  Nora,  mar- 
ried to  William  P.  English,  of  Bethel;  Maggie,  a 
sister  in  the  New  London  convent;  Lizzie,  mar- 
ried to  Frank  Farrell,  of  Danbury;  Martin,  a 
hatter  by  trade,  in  Bethel;  Catherine;  and  Law- 
rence C.,  our  subject. 

Lawrence  C.  Crowe  received  his  education  at 
the  district  schools  of  Bethel,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  vears  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of 
hatter  with  Judd  & Co.,  remaining  with  that  firm 
some  five  years.  He  then  worked  for  Edwin 
Short  two  years,  and  was  with  Andrews  & Mac- 
Kenzie a couple  of  weeks.  Since  1893,  as  al- 
ready related,  he  has  been  a member  of  the  firm 
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of  Gorman,  Wixted  & Crowe.  Mr.  Crowe  and  and  he  held  the  office  of  township  assessor.  He 
his  father  are  members  of  St.  Mary’s  Church  at  was  small  of  stature,  and  weighed  135  pounds. 
Bethel,  and  in  politics  they  are  Democrats.  Frank  1.  Palmer  received  his  elementary  edu- 

cation  in  the  public  schools  of  Sound  Beach,  and 

later  studied  under  private  tutors.  His  father 

FRANK  I.  PALMER  is  probably  one  of  the  was  a good  farmer,  and  our  subject  was  reared 
_ best-known  men  in  and  around  Sound  1 to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  was  engaged 
Beach,  Fairfield  county,  where  for  years  he  has  i on  the  home  place  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
served  efficiently  as  station  agent  and  postmaster  I work  being  always  plentiful  there.  At  that  time 
and  has  also  been  identified  with  the  most  pro-  he  entered  the  office  of  the  New  York,  New 
gressive  business  men  of  the  place.  He  is  a Haven  & Hartford  Railway  Company  at  Sound 
native  of  Sound  Beach,  born  March  20,  1863,  Beach,  which  was  established  in  July,  1879,  and 
and  is  a son  of  Darius  and  Susan  (Jones)  Palmer,  here  he  has  remained  ever  since,  proving  a com- 
and  grandson  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Ferris)  petent  and  trustworthy  man  in  this  responsible 
Palmer.  position.  The  post  office  was  opened  in  1880, 

Darius  Palmer  was  born  in  181S  in  Bible  I and  as  our  subject  was  too  young  at  that  time  for 
Street,  at  the  headof  Greenwich,  received  hisedu-  | the  appointment  his  brother  was  nominally  post- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  the  day,  and  was  I master,  though  he  did  all  the  work,  and  he  has 

reared  to  farming,  which  he  followed  all  his  life.  been  retained  in  this  incumbency,  also,  up  to 

He  commenced  life  a poor  boy,  without  any  cap-  the  present  day.  Besides  attending  to  his  duties 
ital  but  a thorough  knowledge  of  farming,  and  as  railroad  and  express  agent  and  postmaster,  Mr. 

when  a young  man  obtained  the  position  of  over-  Palmer  has  conducted  a livery,  trucking,  news- 

seer  for  a large  land  owner  at  Sound  Beach,  paper  and  periodical  business  with  signal  success, 

William  Quintard,  with  whom  he  remained  for  which  indeed  has  attended  bis  efforts  in  every 
sometime.  Later  he  was  overseer  of  an  estate  direction.  He  is  a •*  hustler”  in  thestrongest  sense 
on  Staten  Island,  but  ill  health  compelled  him  of  the  term,  and  he  has  taken  a keen  and  sub- 
1o  return  to  his  native  county,  and  having  by  stantial  interest  in  the  progress  and  growth  0 
economy  managed  to  save  part  of  his  earnings  Sound  Beach,  where  he  is  recognized  by  all  as  a 
he  commenced  to  rent  land  and  finally  was  en-  valuable  citizen,  one  who  has  the  welfare  of  is 
abled  to  purchase  property  of  his  own.  His  community  at  heart.  His  political  svrnpat  tes 
first  tract  consisted  of  but  two  acres.  Later  he  are  with  the  Republican  party,  but  he  is  not  a 
traded  for  more,  adding  to  it  gradually  until  he  strict  partisan.  • 

owned  a good-sized  farm,  where  he  was  profitably  In  1889  Mr.  Palmer  was  united  in  ™aIT‘a^ 
engaged  in  general  agriculture.  ' During  the  with  Miss  Ida  M.  Carey,  of  Stamford,  aug 

winter  time,  and  when  work  on  the  farm  was  of  Giles  Carey,  and  in  the  same  year  he  erec 

not  pressing,  he  also  carried  on  an  oyster  and  the  pleasant  and  comfortable  home  w ere  ■ ■ 
fish  market  in  Stamford,  and  he  was  a successful  reside.  He  has  also  put  up  and  sold  a nu 
man  in  spite  of  the  odds  he  had  to  contend  with  of  dwellings, and  at  the  present  time  is  t e 0 ^ 
during  his  early  years.  Mr.  Palmer  was  married  of  three  houses.  Mrs.  Palmer  is  a mem 
in  Old  Greenwich  to  Miss  Susan  ]ones,  and  they  St.  Andrews  Episcopal  Church,  Stam  or 

became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  viz.:  — 

Charles  E.,  who  is  an  extensive  oysterman  of  ...  n rcsj. 

Sound  Beach;  George  A.,  who  is  also  in  the  ^IP'HOM AS  F.  COGHLAN,  a we  - uo  ^ 
oyster  business  in  Sound  Beach;  Mary  A.,  Mrs.  dent  of  Stamford,  is  a self-ma  ema  , ^ 

Ferris,  of  Sound  Beach;  Emma  E.,  Mrs.  Syl-  enterprise  and  energy  have  won  for  1 
vester  Finch,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty'  years;  stantial  position  in  the  business  wor  . ^ 

Sarah  C.,  wife  of  Henry  Adelman,  of  Sound  Mr.  Coghlan  was  born  in  Siam  or  , . ^ 

Beach,  formerly  of  Brooklyn;  Hamlin  F..  an  1862.  and  is  descended  in  both  pater 
oysterman  of  Sound  Beach;  Clinton,  who  died  ternal  lines  from  Irish  ancestry.  .j  js]e 
in  childhood;  Frank  L;  and  Clara  A.,  Mrs.  Thomas  Coghlan,  came  from  the  gtam|0rd, 
George  Carey,  of  Sound  Beach.  The  father  in  early  manhood,  and  *°cater.  in  a native 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  the  mother  where  he  married  Miss  Bridget  ay  • ^ p,ad 

when  sixty-eight,  and  both  were  interred  in  the  of  Limerick,  Ireland.  This  wormy  ^ 

cemetery  of  the  First  Congicpational  Church,  five  children,  as  follows:  Jo  n, 
of  which  they  were  members.  Mr.  Palmer  was  Maggie,  William  and  Mamie.  mford, gradu- 

an  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  Our  subject  was  educated  in  a ^ |eljng 

party,  in  whose  success  he  took  great  interest,  ating  from  the  public  schools,  an 
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his  studies  he  learned  the  wood-working  trade 
with  the  St.  John  Company,  later  going  to  Port 
Chester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  ten  years  in  the 
employ  of  Mertz  & Sons,  in  the  same  line  of 
business.  He  then  engaged  in  the  liquor  busi- 
ness at  Port  Chester,  continuing  same  there  about 
five  years,  and  in  April,  1897,  he  returned  to 
Stamford  and  opened  a similar  establishment  at 
No.  186  Main  street,  where  he  has  since  con- 
ducted a successful  business.  Socially,  Mr. 
Coghlan  is  popular,  and  for  some  time  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  Foresters  Lodge  at  Ma- 
maroneck.  New  York. 

During  his  residence  at  Port  Chester  Mr. 
Coghlan  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Kelly,  of  that  town,  and  their  home  is  brightened 
by  two  sons:  Walter  Francis  and  John  Hayes. 


CORNELIUS  O’LEARY,  who  carries  on  the 
meat  market  business  in  Elm  street,  Stam- 
ford, is  a lifelong  resident  of  Fairfield  county, 
Conn.,  having  been  born  July  6,  1865,  in  the 
town  of  Greenwich. 

Mr.  O’  Leary  is  of  Irish  descent,  his  father, 
Michael  O’Leary,  being  a native  of  Cork,  Ireland, 
where  he  spent  his  early  life.  When  a youth  he 
came  to  America,  being  only  sixteen  years  of  age 
when  he  settled  in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  where  he 
worked  in  the  store  of  Newman  & Hughes  for 
many  years.  * In  1873  he  came  to  Stamford, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  and  engaged  in  team- 
ing for  the  Stamford  Woolen  Mill.  He  was 
married,  in  Stamford,  to  Maria  Dowd,  also  a 
native  of  Ireland,  and  they’  had  a family  of  five 
children:  Josephine,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  John 
F.  Kearns,  of  Stamford;  Mary  (Mrs.  Michael  J. 
Downey,  of  Stamford);  Nora;  Cornelius;  and 
Rose,  who  is  now  deceased.  The  mother  died 
in  1890.  The  family  are  devout  members  of  St. 
John’s  R.  C.  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  O’Leary 
is  an  ardent  member  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Cornelius  O’Leary  was  brought  up  in  Stam- 
ford, and  in  his  early  years  attended  the  public 
and  parochial  schools.  For  some  time  after 
leaving  school  he  clerked  in  the  grocery  store 
with  Capt.  A.  M.  Prior,  and  then  began  the 
butcher  business  as  clerk  for  Mr.  Gregory,  with 
whom  he  remained  nine  months.  Following  this 
be  was  with  Tip  for  seven  years,  then  with  Seeley 
for  one  year,  and  in  February,  1889,  he  com- 
menced business  on  his  own  account;  his  first 
store  being  in  Meadow  street.  In  1890  he 
bought  the  lot  in  Elm  street  whereon  he  erected 
bis  present  establishment,  and  he  has  a thriving 
trade  which  is  widening  as  time  goes  on,  bring- 
'ng  him  a comfortable  competence. 


In  January,  1886,  Mr.  O’Leary  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Stamford,  to  Miss  Mary  Martin, 
daughter  of  Michael  Martin,  and  four  children 
have  been  born  to  them:  Cornelius,  ) r. , Kate 
(deceased),  Michael  Martin  and  Joseph.  They 
attend  St.  John’s  R.  C.  Church,  of  which  Mr. 
O’Leary  is  an  active  member,  and  he  is  also 
very  prominent  in  various  social  orders,  being  a 
member  of  Court  P.  H.  Sheridan,  Foresters  of 
America;  St.  Joseph’s  Young  Men’s  Total  Absti- 
nence Society;  Second  Division,  A.  O.  H. ; the 
Catholic  Benevolent  Legion,  and  the  Knights  of 
Columbus.  He  takes  patriotic  interest  in  politics, 
especially  local  affairs,  and  served  as  registrar  of 
voters  in  Stamford  in  1896  and  1897. 


OBERT  E.  DELANEY,  senior  member  of 
Jl[X  the  firm  of  Delaney  & Hurley,  the  well- 
known  hat  manufacturers  of  Bridgeport,  is  a 
young  man  whose  enterprise  and  foresight  have 
won  for  him  an  enviable  place  in  business  circles. 

Mr.  Delaney  was  born  January  20,  1864,  in 
New  Milford,  Conn.,  and  is  of  Irish  ancestry  in 
both  paternal  and  maternal  lines,  his  fathei, 
John  Delaney,  now  a highly-respected  resident 
of  Danbury,  this  county,  having  been  born  in 
County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  his  mothei, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Johanna  Walsh,  is  a 
native  of  Wexford,  Ireland.  This  worthy  couple 
have  had  six  children:  Mary  E.,  Katie,  Robert 

E.,  Nellie,  Edward  W.  and  Susie  A.,  all  of  whom 
are  living. 

Mr.  Delaney  attended  the  public  schools  of 
New  Milford  and  Danbury  for  some  years,  and 
at  the  age  of  twelve  he  went  to  work  upon  a 
farm,  continuing  at  that  work  for  three  years. 
He  then  began  to  learn  the  hatter's  trade  with 
Meeker  Brothers,  of  Danbury,  and  after  two 
years  he  entered  the  employ  of  Nichols  & Hines, 
of  the  same  place,  with  whom  he  spent  four 
years.  For  some  time  he  followed  his  trade  in 
New  Milford,  later  going  to  South  Norwalk, 
where  he  was  employed  for  about  fifteen  months 
by  John  C.  Wilson  & Co.  and  for  a short  time 
by  Crofut  & Knapp.  He  then  spent  a short  time 
in  Newark,  N.  J..  on  his  return  to  Danbury  en- 
gaging lor  a year  with  E.  A.  Mallory  & Son.  On 
leaving  that  position  he  went  to  New  Milford  to 
take  the  place  of  foreman  in  the  hat  factory  of 
Hill  & Hanke,  with  whom  he  remained  about 
two  years,  when  the  firm  was  dissolved,  Mr. 
Hanke  removing  to  Bridgeport,  and  Mr.  Delaney 
formed  a partnership  with  him  under  the  name 
of  the  Hanke  Hat  Company,  this  arrangement 
continuing  about  two  years.  In  April,  1896,  Mr. 
Hanke  sold  his  interest  to  William  R.  Hurley, 
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and  the  present  firm  of  Delaney  & Hurley  was 
formed.  Their  factory  is  located  at  the  corner 
of  Golden  Hill  and  Middle  street,  Bridgeport, 
and  their  growing  trade  gives  employment  to 
from  ten  to  fifteen  workmen.  They  have  so  far 
made  a specialty  of  the  manufacture  of  stiff  hats, 
but  at  present  they  are  extending  their  business  j 
to  include  a line  of  soft  hats.  Mr.  Delaney  is  I 
not  married.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  but 
he  does  not  aspire  to  official  honors,  as  his  busi- 
ness occupies  his  attention.  In  religious  con- 
nection he  is  a Catholic,  having  been  reared  in 
that  faith  by  his  parents,  who  are  both  devout 
members  of  the  Church. 


EDWARD  C.  CINDY.  In  the  strong  light  j 
j that  shines  on  the  holder  of  public  office  i 
pledged  to  maintain  order  and  guard  the  law  | 
stands  Edwaid  C.  Ginty,  captain  of  the  Dan- 
bury police  force,  and  one  of  the  best  known  j 
young  men  in  Fairfield  county,  Conn.  James  I 
Ginty  was  born  in  County  Sligo,  Ireland,  in 
1837.  but  at  an  early  age  he  bade  farewell  to  the 
familiar  faces  in  the  Emerald  Isle  and  crossed 
the  broad  Atlantic  in  search  of  the  fortune  that  1 
awaited  the  toiler  in  the  New  World.  At  the  j 
close  of  the  Civil  war,  in  1865,  he  settled  in  1 
Danbury  and  married  Miss  Johanna  Delaney.  . 
Eight  children  gladdened  their  home,  three  of  1 
whom  are  now  living:  Frank,  a hatter  by  trade;  I 
Mary,  a bookkeeper;  and  Edward  C.,  whose 
name  introduces  these  lines. 

Capt.  Edward  C.  Ginty  was  born  March  23, 
1870,  in  Danbury,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  , 
native  place.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
public  schools,  in  which  he  was  enrolled  as  a 
pupil  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  On 
leaving  school  he  learned  the  hatting  and  silver- 
plating  trades.  Captain  Ginty  achieved  a con-  j 
s derable  share  of  his  popularity  as  a base-ball 
umpire.  Not  only  on  the  local  diamond,  but  in  I 
several  other  cities  his  services  as  an  umpire  | 
were  frequently  in  demand,  and  he  was  at  one  j 
time  an  umpire  in  the  Eastern  and  the  Con-  1 
necticut  Leagues.  He  also  attained  success  as  1 
an  elocutionist  and  amateur  actor.  In  local  en-  1 
tertainments  he  was  always  popular,  and  he  I 
managed  several  dramatic  productions  with  j 
marked  success.  He  found  very  agreeable  em-  i 
plovment  in  newspaper  work,  and  in  this  active  | 
line  he  made  a host  of  friends.  For  a time  he 
acted  as  a reporter  on  the  Dispatch,  and  later 
was  editor  of  the  Catholic  Weekly , besides  being 
a correspondent  for  a number  of  out-of-town 
papers,  his  work  in  this  field  bringing  him 
in  contact  with  all  classes  of  people,  and  adding 


much  to  his  store  of  practical  knowledge.  In 
1806  he  was  elected  constable,  during  his  service 
in  this  office  gaining  some  knowledge  of  police 
matters  and  showing  considerable  detective  abil- 
ity in  that  line.  On  June  6,  1897,  he  was  ap- 
pointed captain  of  the  Danbury  police,  and  his 
appointment  met  with  the  hearty  approval  of  the 
citizens.  The  contest  that  preceded  will  longbe 
remembered  in  Danbury  political  circles  as  the 
most  lively  struggle  that  had  ever  been  made  for 
a local  municipal  office.  Captain  Ginty  had 
many  strong  rivals  in  the  race,  but  as  he  had  the 
backing  of  several  conservative  business  and  pro- 
fessional men,  and  was  not  the  candidate  of  any 
political  faction,  he  came  out  an  easy  winner. 
Mayor  Kerr  was  warmly  congratulated  for  taking 
the  independent  course  he  did  in  the  matter  of 
appointing  Mr.  Ginty  in  the  face  of  political  and 
factional  opposition. 

Though  y oung  in  years,  being  probably  the 
youngest  police  captain  in  the  country,  Captain 
Ginty  is  old  in  experience,  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  men.  In  the  Bohemian  habits  that  become 
essential  to  the  successful  newspaper  man,  he 
became  familiar  with  the  haunts  of  those  who 
more  frequently  transgress  the  law,  and  if  wanted 
he  knows  just  where  to  find  them.  He  possesses 
rare  common  sense,  with  a quick  intelligence 
ard  an  honest,  open  countenance,  and  he  is  the 
personification  of  an  ideal  officer.  His  executive 
ability  and  practical  ideas  have  produced  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
force. 


T~V  JOHNSON,  the  well-known  merchant  tailor 
fl  of  Bethel,  enjoys  a practical  monopoly 
there  in  his  line,  his  success  in  meeting  the 
demands  for  good  work  keeping  all  others  from 
even  attempting  to  rival  him. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  January  7,  1866,  in 
Copenhagen,  Denmark,  and  in  his  native  country 
his  name  is  spelled  Johansen.  His  youth  was 
spent  in  Copenhagen,  where  he  had  excellent 
educational  advantages,  of  which  he  made  good 
use,  being  now  well  acquainted  with  five  langu- 
ages, English,  Danish,  German,  Swedish,  and 
Norwegian.  He  learned  the  details  of  the 
tailor  s trade  in  early  life,  but  when  a young  man 
served  his  term  in  the  Danish  army  before  engag- 
ing in  business.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he 
established  himself  in  Copenhagen  as  a merchant 
tailor,  but  at  the  end  of  three  years  he  decided 
to  see  something  of  the  vvorld,  and  for  some 
time  he  traveled  through  Germany,  Italy,  Switz- 
erland and  other  countries  of  Europe,  support- 
ing himself  in  the  meantime  by  working  at  his 
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trade.  In  1892  he  came  to  America,  and  after 
spending  a few  months  in  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.,  and 
in  Providence  and  Newport,  R.  1.,  he  found  his 
wav  in  July  of  that  year  to  Danbury,  where  he 
found  employment  in  the  establishment  of  John 
Wagner,  on  Liberty  street.  In  February,  1894, 
he  located  in  Bethel,  and  having  met  with  suc- 
cess from  the  beginning  he  has  ever  since  con- 
tinued in  business  there,  his  establishment  being 
in  the  Durant  Block. 

On  February  18,  1893,  Mr.  Johnson  was 
married,  in  New  York  City,  to  Miss  Johanna 
Marie  Rasmussen,  and  two  children  have  blessed 
the  union,  Harry,  and  Adolph,  who  is  deceased. 
In  religious  faith  Mr.  Johnson  is  a Lutheran,  and 
he  is  prominent  socially  as  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle  at  Danbury,  the 
Sons  of  Herman,  and  a Swedish  society. 


WILLIAM  RAYMOND  KEELER,  of  the 
Wt  livery  firm  of  Adams& Keeler,  Ridgefield, 
was  born  in  that  town  October  31,  1866.  He  is 
a grandson  of  Jesse  Keeler,  and  the  eldest  son  of 
Russell  Raymond  Keeler,  who  was  also-a  native 
of  Ridgefield,  born  October  30,  183;. 

Russell  Raymond  Keeler  lived  on  a farm  at 
Ridgefield  all  his  life,  and  was  for  many  years 
engaged  in  its  cultivation.  However,  he  was  also 
interested  in  other  lines  of  business,  particularly 
cattle  dealing.  In  1891  he  embarked  in  the 
livery  business,  being  associated  in  same  with  J. 
H.  Adams,  of  South  Salem,  N.  Y.,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Adams  & Keeler.  They  put  up  the 
buildings  occupied  by  the  present  firm,  the  estab- 
lishment being  one  of  the  finest  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  and  Mr.  Keeler  continued  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  November  4,  1893.  He  left  a comfort- 
able property,  acquired  by  his  own  industry  and 
good  management  of  his  business  affairs,  in  the 
conduct  of  which  he  showed  much  skill  and  keen 
judgment,  meeting  with  substantial  success.  He 
was  liberal  and  broad-minded  in  all  matters,  and 
took  quite  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  especially 
those  concerning  the  welfare  of  his  town  and 
county.  An  ardent  Republican,  he  was  an  active 
worker  for  his  party,  and  represented  his  district 
in  the  State  Legislature.  Mr.  Keeler  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Hickok,  daughter 
of  William  H.  Hickok,  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  and 
three  children  were  born  to  them,  namely:  Will- 
iam Raymond;  Mortimer  Cole,  born  August  10, 
1868.  on  the  homestead,  who  married  Grace 
Russell,  of  Bristol;  and  EllaRowena,  born  Janu- 
ary ],  1874,  now  the  wife  of  N.  Bradley  Gorham, 
a business  man  and  speculator  of  Norwalk, Conn. 


The  family  attended  the  Congregational  Church, 
of  which  Mr.  Keeler  was  a prominent  member 
and  official  for  many  years. 

William  R.  Keeler  received  a good  education, 
commencing  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of 
Ridgefield.  He  next  attended  Brown’s  Boarding 
School  at  Wilton,  after  which  he  took  a more 
advanced  course  at  Doctor  Fitch’s  Hillside 
Academy,  where  he  finished  his  literary  training. 
It  had  been  his  intention  to  follow  this  with  a 
college  course  and  prepare  himself  for  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law,  but  on  account  of  weak  eye- 
sight he  gave  up  this  project  and  instead  took  a 
business  course  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  completing 
same  when  about  nineteen  years  old.  Proceed- 
ing to  New  York  he  obtained  a situation  with 
the  New  Haven  Clock  Company,  and  later  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Manhattan  Watch  Com- 
pany, also  of  New  York  City,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained some  five  years,  part  of  the  time  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.  He  commenced  with  this  firm  at 
the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  gradually  rising  through 
various  positions  to  that  of  assistant  superinten- 
dent of  the  company,  by  whom  he  was  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  for  his  energy,  stability,  and 
business  ability.  In  November,  1893,  upon  the 
death  of  his  father,  he  succeeded  to  the  partner- 
ship in  the  firm  of  Adams  & Keelei.  This  firm 
has  not  only  a lucrative  local  patronage,  but  also 
caters  to  the  New  York  trade  in  the  sales  depart- 
ment. which  is  constantly  growing.  During  the 
summer  season  they  have  about  fifty  horses  in 
the  stables.  Mr.  Keeler  is  still  a young  man,  but 
his  success  in  business  life  is  already  assured,  and 
he  has  every  prospect  of  a prosperous  future  in  a 
promising  field  for  one  of  his  enterprising  disposi- 
tion. Like  his  father  before  him,  he  is  a Repub- 
lican in  political  faith,  and  takes  considerable 
interest  in  party  affairs.  In  religious  connection 
he  is  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 


JOHN  FLAHAVEN,  Jr.,  who  is  now  serving 
his  second  term  as  selectman  of  the  town  of 
Bridgeport,  is  an  enterprising  young  busi- 
ness man,  and  the  proprietor  of  a well-patronized 
grocery  and  liquor  store  in  Bridgeport  city. 

Mr.  Flahaven  was  born  fn  1867,  in  County 
Limerick,  Ireland,  the  son  of  John  Flahaven, 
also  a native  of  County  Limerick,  who  came  to 
America  with  his  family  in  1880.  Four  years 
later  he  settled  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  now  re- 
sides with  ten  of  his  twelve  children. 

Our  subject's  education  was  begun  in  the 
schools  of  Limerick,  and  after  coming  to  the 
United  States  he  attended  school  for  a time  at 
Cold  Spring,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.  Soon  afterthe 
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removal  of  the  family  to  Bridgeport  he  entered  I 
upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the  plumber’s  trade 
with  Mr.  Daniel  Fitzgerald,  which  he  followed, 
however,  only  three  and  a half  years.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  grocery  and 
liquor  business  at  No.  148  Hough  avenue, 
Bridgeport.  He  is  not  married.  Mr.  Flahaven 
is  popular  socially,  and  is  connected  with  Har- 
mony Circle.  Foresters  of  America,  and  the 
Brotherhood  of  the  Union. 

T'  A.  BURGESS.  Industry,  thrift  and  per- 
severance are  sure  passports  to  success  in 
the  business  world,  whatever  believers  in  “luck” 
mav  say,  and  in  the  career  of  this  well-known 
contractor  and  builder  of  Bridgeport  we  find 
those  characteristics  fully  exemplified.  Being  left 
. fatherless  at  an  early  age.  he  has  had  his  own  way 
to  make  from  boyhood,  and  his  present  prosperity 
is  due  solely  to  his  personal  efforts. 

Mr.  Burgess  was  born  June  27,  1868,  in  Wind- 
sor, Canada,  son  of  William  and  Abigail  Ann 
(Card)  Burgess.  The  father,  who  was  a native 
of  England,  crossed  the  Atlantic  when  eighteen 
years  old,  and  settled  at  Windsor.  Canada,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming,  and  also  carried  on  busi- 
ness as  a contractor  and  builder.  His  death  oc- 
curred there,  and  his  widow,  who  was  born  in 
Windsor,  of  good  Canadian  stock,  is  now  living 
in  Bridgeport.  This  estimable  couple  had  a large 
family  of  children,  as  follows:  Edgar  and  Ever- 
ett, who  are  farmers  in  Canada:  Anna,  who  mar- 
ried Anthony  Burgess,  now  employed  as  foreman 
by  Marsh  Bros.,  of  Bridgeport;  Leila  (deceased), 
who  married  William  Tomlinson,  now  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Marsh  Bros.  ;T.  A.,  our  subject;  Robert  S., 
a carpenter  bv  trade,  who  is  engaged  in  mining  in 
California:  Odessa,  wife  of  Benjamin  Roberts,  a 
carpenter  in  the  employ  of  our  subject:  George, 
a carpenter,  who  is  now  a miner  in  California; 
and  William  A.,  a carpenter,  with  Marsh  Bros., 
of  Bridgeport. 

Mr.  Burgess  was  but  thirteen  years  old  when 
his  father  died,  and,  as  the  family  was  large,  he 
was  obliged  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  task  of 
earning  a livelihood.  For  three  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  a greenhouse  in  Portland,  Maine,  and 
then,  after  spending  a winter  at  home,  he  went 
to  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  where  he  spent  three  years 
as  an  apprentice  to  the  carpenter's  trade.  In 
the  fall  of  1885  he  returned  home,  the  following 
May  locating  at  Bridgeport,  where  he  completed 
his  apprenticeship  to  his  trade.  For  some  time 
he  followed  contracting  and  building,  in  partner- 
ship with  his  oldest  brother,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Butgess  Bros.,  and  they  carried  on  a profit- 


able business  for  two  years,  after  which  our  sub- 
ject purchased  his  brother’s  interest,  and  he  has 
since  continued  alone.  He  is  not  afraid  of  work, 
often  taking  off  his  coat  and  “setting  the  pace” 
for  his  men,  and  his  reliability  and  thoroughness 
have  brought  him  an  extended  custom,  some  of 
the  best  buildings  in  Bridgeport,  Stratford,  Mer- 
iden. Danbury,  Derby  and  other  towns  in  this 
part  of  the  State  having  been  constructed  by  him. 

On  November  4,  1890,  Mr.  Burgess  married 
Miss  Annie  B.  Marsh,  a sister  of  Charles  Marsh, 
of  Bridgeport,  and  they  have  had  two  children: 
Florence  Mannetta  and  Royal  Tweedie.  Mr. 
Burgess  and  his  wife  are  prominent  socially,  and 
are  active  members  of  Grace  Methodist  Church, 
at  Bridgeport,  in  which  for  two  years  he  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  his  allegiance 
does  not  depend  upon  official  favors,  as  he  has 
no  inclination  toward  public  life. 


WILLIAM  E.  BROWN.  There  is  prob- 
M,J/  ablv  no  better  known  man  in  the  younger 
element  of' Stamford,  Fairfield  county,  than  the 
subiect  of  this  sketch,  who  lor  the  Past  thr^ 
years  has  been  the  efficient  cashier  of  the  Slam 
ford  Co-operative  Savings  Association  a - 
also  actively  identified  with  the  social  and  rehgi 

ous  interests  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a native  of  Fairfield  )• 
born  luly  5.  1868,  in  New  Canaan,  a son 
Orange  Scott  Brown,  and  a 6™ndsono  Jame  ^ 
Brown,  who  was  a farmer  at  Pound  Ridge.  N. 
and  died  at  South  Norwalk  Conn.,  aged  ^ 

four  veais.  Orange  S.  dt  thirteen 

Pound  Ridge.  N.  V.,  and  fo. _the  past ^ 

years  has  been  a resident  of  • j 

L,  cried  on  , grocery  ^ “JriL, 
taking  up  the  insurance  and  real-es 
which  he  conducted  very  succea dal V " J 
the  Civil  war  Mr.  Brown  served 

member  of  the  17th  Connecticut  Heay  ^ ^ 

and  later  was  .in  the  Infantry,  ice  until  the 
ary.  .864.  and  lemaming the : oncein 

close  of  the  struggle.  He  was  ^ fingers. 

the  hand,  suffering  the  loss  of  ^"post  G.  A R-. 
He  is  a member  of  W T.  ^ of  the 

and,  socially,  of  the  Royal  Arcanu"^ 

New  England  Order  of  Prot.e^‘  « £.  Church, 
connection  he  is  a mem  er  0 ^-eW  Canaan, 
having  joined  the  congregation  * h Selleck, 
He  was' married  in  New  Canaan  tc E. 
a daughter  of  Edwin  Selleck,  ana 

is  their  only  child.  , d public  school  « 

William  E.  biown  attended  pu 
the  northern  part  of  the  town  of  New 
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during  his  early  years,  and  for  three  years  was  a 
student  in  a private  academy  at  Bedford,  N.  Y. 
He  clerked  for  a time  in  his  father's  grocery 
store,  and  later  was  clerk  in  the  post  office 
under  L.  S.  -Begem,  after  which  he  entered  the 
officeof  Lounsbury  & Soule,  as  bookkeeper,  re- 
maining with  them  for  four  years.  From  that 
time  he  was  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  in- 
surance business  in  Stamford,  succeeding  his 
father,  until  in  1896,  when  he  discontinued  it  in 
order  to  give  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the 
duties  of  his  present  position,  which  he  assumed 
in  1895.  In  this  responsible  office  Mr.  Brown’s 
business  talent  has  had  ample  opportunity  for 
display,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  has  served 
in  his  present  capacity  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
his  ability  in  this  direction.  Mr.  Brown  takes  a 
lively  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lives,  and  is  always  readv  to  aid  any 
project  for  the  common  good.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  equally  well-known 
in  Church  circles,  being  a devout  member  of  the 
M.  E.  denomination;  at  present  he  is  organist  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Stamford.  Socially, 
he  is  a member  in  good  standing  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum;  the  New  England  Order  of  Protection, 
and  of  Puritan  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

On  October  1,  1889,  Mr.  Brown  was  married, 
in  Stamford,  to  Miss  Henrietta  Morgan,  daughter 
of  Oscar  A.  Morgan,  of  Stamford,  and  one  child, 
Harold  C.,  bprn  August  5,  1S90,  has  blessed 
their  union. 


TjTrUGH  DONNELLY,  a young  business  man 
AA  °f  Norwalk,  whose  honesty  and  industry 
are  bringing  to  him  rewards  while  he  is  yet  in 
his  early  manhood,  was  born  there  May  28,  1868, 
the  posthumous  child  of  Hugh  Donnelly,  Sr. 

Hugh  Donnelly,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  County 
Meath,  Ireland,  where  he  married  Elizabeth 
Lynch,  also  of  that  county.  Four  children  were 
born  to  them  in  Ireland:  Thomas,  now  of  Nor- 

walk; John,  deceased  in  1896;  Edward,  a clerk 
in  a meat  market  in  Norwalk;  and  Mary,  deceased 
in  infancy.  The  father  of  these  came  alone  to 
this  country,  and,  having  secured  employment, 
sent  for  his  family,  but  died  soon  after  their  ar- 
rival; his  wife  is  still  living. 

Hugh  Donnelly,  our  subject,  was  given  good 
educational  advantages  in  the  local  schools,  later 
ln  a Roman  Catholic  parochial  school,  and  he 
was  not  slow  to  use  the  opportunities  for  acquir- 
ing knowledge;  moreover,  he  had  considerable 
natural  talent  and  a retentive  memory.  On 
leaving  the  schoolroom  he  found  his  first  employ- 
ment  in  a lockshop  of  the  Norwalk  Lock  Com- 


pany, at  South  Norwalk.  He  worked  for  this 
company  for  about  one  year,  and  then  became 
clerk  in  the  grocery  and  liquor  store  of  John 
Keena;  after  six  months  in  this  store  he  was 
given  a position  with  George  Low  as  clerk,  and 
remained  with  him  five  years.  Next  he  entered 
the  store  of  C.  H.  Valden,  and  for  nearly  two 
years  retained  this  position,  when  Mr.  Valden 
sold  out  to  George  F.  Quintard,  and  Mr.  Don- 
nelly remained  with  him  during  his  two-vears’ 
proprietorship.  The  grocery  was  then  purchased 
by  F.  S.  Ambler,  and  at  the  end  of  two  and  one- 
half  years  Mr.  Donnelly,  on  January  16,  1895, 
bought  out  Mr.  Ambler,  and  has  since  success- 
fully conducted  the  store  at  No.  5 Wall  street, 
Norwalk,  with  which  he  had  been  so  many  years 
connected.  His  pleasant  manners  had  greeted 
the  customers  so  long  during  his  clerkship,  that 
when  he  took  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of 
ownership,  the  good  will  and  best  wishes  of  the 
public  were  freely  extended  to  him,  and  his  fair, 
honorable  dealing  has  won  for  him  a large  share 
of  the  grocery  trade  of  the  city. 

On  October  27,  1896,  Mr.  Donnelly  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Jane  A.  O’Sullivan,  a daughter  of 
John  O'Sullivan  (a  sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where}. In  his  political  faith  Mr.  Donnelly  is  a 
Democrat,  but  his  busy  life  has  given  him  but 
little  time  to  devote  to  politics.  His  family  for 
generations  have  been  strict  adherents  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  Mr.  Donnelly  has 
had  no  inclination  to  deviate  from  the  faith  of 
his  ancestors.  I n fraternal  relations  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  of  the  Cath- 
olic Club.  He  is  highly  respected  by  the  com- 
munity in  which  his  entire  life  has  been  passed, 
and  is  to-day  one  of  the  representative  young 
business  men  of  the  county. 


F'RED  J.  WOLFEL  is  taking  his  place  among 
the  rising  young  business  men  of  New 
Canaan  as  a member  of  the  prosperous  firm  of 
Wolfel  & Greenwald,  tinsmiths  and  plumbers. 

Mr.  Wolfel  was  born  November  11,  1869,  in 
New  Canaan,  -son  of  Conrad  Wolfel,  a native  of 

Nuremberg,  Germany.  His  grandfather — 

Wolfel  was  a cabinet  maker  by  trade.  Conrad 
Wolfel  received  an  excellent  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  place,  and  there  learned  the 
shoemaker’s  trade,  which  he  has  followed  all  his 
life.  In  early  manhood  he  came  to  America 
with  several  others,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
among  the  first  German  settlers  in  New  Canaan, 
where  they  still  reside.  At  first  he  followed  his 
trade  here  on  his  own  account,  and  then  entered 
the  William  G.  Webb  shoe  factory,  where  he  was 
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foreman  for  six  or  seven  years.  Subsequently 
he  worked  eight  years  for  Tracey,  in  Stamford, 
and  for  the  past  eight  years  he  has  been  in  the 
Fancher  factory,  at  .New  Canaan.  Mr.  Wolfel 
was  married,  in  New  York  City,  to  Catherine 
Metzger,  who  was  born  in  Kulmbach,  Germany, 
and  five’children  came  to  them,  namely:  John 

C.,  Carrie,  Louise,  Sophie  and  Fred  J.  Of 
these,  John  C.  is  a blacksmith  residing  at  Long 
Ridge,  Stamford;  he  was  first  married  to  Louisa 
Grupe,  bv  whom  he  had  lour  children:  Harry, 

Charles,  Albert  and  Mary,  and  after  her  death 

wedded  Alice . Carrie  Wolfel  is  deceased. 

Louise  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Veirrn,  of  Bridge- 
port,  Conn.  Sophie  is  married  to  William  E. 
Wilson,  of  Green  Point,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Wolfel  is  a 
prominent  Odd  Fellow  in  New  Canaan  and  is  past 
grand  of  his  lodge. 

Fred  J.  Wolfel  was  a pupil  in  the  Center 
District  school  of  New  Canaan  during  his  boy- 
hood. When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  went  to 
Stamford  and  took  a position  with  the  firm  of  B. 
D.  Lum  & Son,  plumbers  and  tinners,  and  from 
that  time  spent  seven  years  learning  the  plumb- 
er's trade,  working  in  Stamford,  New  York  City 
and  Brooklvn.  On  April  t,  1S95,  he  and  John 
Gieenwald,"  Jr.,  entered  into  partnership  under 
the  firm  name  of  Wolfel  & Greenwald,  and  began 
business  on  Railroad  avenue,  where  they  were 
located  for  about  one  year.  The  following  April 
they  moved  to  their  present  quarters,  which  were 
formerly  occupied  by  John  E.  Whitney,  and  here 
they  do  a successful  business  in  plumbing,  tin- 
ning, steamfitting,  etc.,  receiving  the  greater 
share  of  that  kind  of  work  in  New  Canaan  and 
vicinitv.  They  have  also  done  work  in  Norwalk 
and  Stamford.  Mr.  Wolfel  is  at  present  serving 
as  superintendent  of  the  water  works  in  New 
Canaan.  He  is  active  in  fraternal  circles,  being 
a member  of  Harmony  Lodge  No.  67,  E.  & A. 
M.:  the  Ridgeley  Protective  Association,  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Wooster  Lodge  No.  37,  L O-  O-  E.,  of 
which  he  is  past  grand;  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Golden  Cross. 


residing  in  Fairfield;  and  Edward,  who  was  an 
organist  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  for  many  years.  The 
father  of  this  family  was  an  agriculturist  by  occu- 
pation; he  died  in  Fairfield  county. 

James  Brennan  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  and 
was  a steamfitter  by  trade,  though  for  over 
twenty  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness. He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jo- 
hanna Mead,  who  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Mead,  a shoemaker  by  trade  and  a 
highly  respected  citizen.  To  this  worthy  couple 
were  born  eight  children,  namely:  William  M.; 
Joseph  V.;  E.  Paul;  J.  Augustine;  Ellen  C.,  wile 
of  G.  S.  Wildman,  of  Bridgeport;  Mary  C.; 
Grace  1..  and  Julia,  all  now  deceased  except 
Grace  1.,  Ellen  C.  and  our  subject.  The  mo  her 
of  this  lamilv  died  June  16,  1892,  and  the  father 
is  now  living  retired.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat,  and  in  religious  faith  the  entire  family  we 
devout  and  consistent  members  of  the  Koman 

Cat  Joseph  V.  Brennan  attended  the  local  schools 
of  his  native  town  during  his  b°>W  daf ' 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  the  study 
macy  under  Charles  E.  Shelton,  and  alter  three 
and  one-half  years  with  him,  secured  the _poa 

c.«w »»»« « 

anenPded  to  his  work,  and  he  remained  there, 

also  filling  the  place  of  ^“'^fj^unerinteud- ' 
April  1 896,  when  he  was  appointed  s p 

entof 1 the  pool.  This  -P^*^ 

still  retains,  and  the  same  carefu  tt 
he  formerly  gave  to  the  drug  busme.s 
turned  to  the  good  of  the  un  was  roar- 

On  January  13.  >89>;  Mr.  Brenna  ^ jn 

ried  to  Miss  Lillie  Linskey,  * daughter  of 
Guilford,  New  Haven  Co.,  Connj,  ^ ^ 
Martin  and  Ellen  Linskey.  ln  P°  ’ les  0f  the 


JOSEPH  V.  BRENNAN,  the  present  superin- 
tendent of  the  poor  at  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
was  born  in  that  city,  October  24,  1870. 
Joseph  Brennan,  his  grandfather,  was  a native 
of  Ireland,  and  came  to  this  country  while  quite 
young.  He  was  married  in  Fairfield  county, 
Conn.,  to  Katharine  McKeegan,  and  they  reared 
a family  of  four  children:  James,  the  father  of 
our  subject;  Joseph,  who  for  many  years  was 
organist  of  St.  Patrick’s  Church  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1 896;  John,  an  engineer, 


Democratic  party,  in  whose  ime.c-,- 

active  ever  since  he  c^'pequonnock,  F.  of  J- 
he  is  a member  of  Court  req  cuccesE  ,n  the 
He  is  a bright  young , mar wi,h  the 


He  is  a Dngnx  vouug  {uluie.  witn 

past  gives  promise  of  a br,'  ®"  d honest  esteem 
additional  luster  of  the  respect  ana  n 

of  his  fellowmen. 


Among  the  well-edu- 


'\'»7/'5LL1AM  CABLEn  O1mwhom'  Danbury  >5 
\/V  cated  young  men  of  in 


bom  'n 


ol  Danbury.  „,»(  > 

emy  in  the  class  of  i»9Z- 
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preference  for  the  legal  profession,  he  deter- 
mined to  make  it  his  life  work,  and  accordingly, 
the  following  year,  entered  Yale  Law  School, 
where  for  two  years  he  pursued  his  studies.  His 
law  work  was  completed  under  the  able  instruc- 
tion of  Judge  James  E.  Walsh,  and  in  January, 
1897,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Fair- 
field  County  Bai.  He  is  a young  man  of  much 
promise,  and  with  his  steady,  temperate  habits, 
his  good  education,  and  a wisdom  far  beyond  his 
years,  it  is  safe  to  predict  for  him  an  honorable 
and  successful  career . 


BjOBERT  T.  WHEELER.  Few  young  men 

1 have  made  as  promising  a beginning  in  life 

as  has  this  able  and  enterprising  business  man  of 
Stratford,  a leading  dealer  in  coal,  wood  and 
similar  commodities. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  born  in  Stratford  June  12, 
1874,  and  belongs  to  a family  which  has  long 
been  noted  in  that  section  for  industry,  thrift  and 
public  spirit.  His  grandfather  Wheeler,  a 
farmer  by  ocupation,  was  a native  of  the  town  of 
Stratford,  while  the  grandmother,  Elizabeth 
(Wakelee)  Wheeler,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Huntington.  This  worthy  couple  had  four  chil- 
dren: Louise,  William  E..  and  two  whose 

names  are  not  given. 

William  E.  Wheeler,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Strafford,  and  was  only  three  years  of 
age  when  his  father  died.  In  early  manhood  he 
studied  medicine,  but  his  plans  for  entering  the 
profession  were  interrupted  by  three  years  of 
gallant  service  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war.  On  his  return  home  he  opened  a gen- 
eral store  which  he  conducted  in  Stratford  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  later  he  engaged  in  the 
coal  business  at  the  dock,  continuing  same  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  October  29,  1889.  He 
was  a prominent  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Stratford,  and  was  also  active  in  local 
politics,  affiliating  with  the  Republican  party  and 
serving  in  various  offices,  including  that  of  justice 
of  the  peace.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Sarah  Tomlinson,  survives  him.  They  had 
four  children:  Fannie  L.  died  unmarried  ^Will- 
iam M.  is  a teacher  in  Mt.  Pleasant  Military 
Academy  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y. ; Robert  T.,  our 
subject,  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth;  and  Miss 
Elizabeth,  resides  with  her  mother. 

The  Tomlinson  family  has  been  identified 
with  this  county  for  many  years,  and  Mrs.  Sarah 
Wheeler’s  grandfather  was  a farmer  near  Strat- 
ford village.  Her  father,  Gideon  M.  Tomlinson, 
was  born  in  that  locality,  and  followed  agricult- 
ural pursuits  there  throughout  his  life. 


Robert  T.  Wheeler  spent  his  early  life  in 
Stratford,  receiving  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  that  locality,  and  his  business  career  began 
with  four  vears  of  service  in  the  general  offices 
of  the  N.  Y..  N.  H.  & H.  R.  R.,'at  New  Haven, 
j In  1896  he  returned  to  Stratford  and  took  charge 
| of  the  coal  business,  which  already  shows  the 
1 effects  of  his  energetic  management,  and  he  en- 
j joys  a profitable  trade.  Politically  he  is  a Re- 
| publican,  but  he  has  not,  so  far,  been  especially 
I active  in  party  affairs,  although  he  is  in  hearty 
sympathy  with  all  movements  tending  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare.  In  October,  1896,  he 
| married  Miss  Marian  Beach,  and  one  son,  Rob- 
| ert  T. , Jr.,  has  blessed  the  union.  Mrs.  Wheeler 
| was  born  in  Bridgeport,  and  her  parents,  George 
E.  and  Mary  A.  (Edmonds)  Beach,  are  also 
natives  of  that  town. 


MON.  GEORGE  WHEELER  (deceased)  was 

one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  New  Fairfield, 

and  his  death  on  August  21,  1896,  caused  sincere 
mourning  throughout  the  community.  Few  men 
of  his  locality  have  taken  a more  active  part  in 
the  various  movements  that  tend  to  progress, 
and  none  have  held  in  a higher  degree  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  born  August  ),  1818,  in 
Patterson,  N.  Y.,  the  son  of  Nathan  D.  and 
Louisa  (Beardsley)  Wheeler.  He  was  educated 
in  the  local  schools,  and  in  early  manhood 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
during  the  greater  portion  of  his  life,  becoming 
well-known  as  a builder  of  fine  residences.  For 
eight  years  he  resided  in  Illinois,  where  he  did  an 
extensive  business  in  this  line.  At  one  time  he 
conducted  a sawmill  at  New  Fairfield  in  connec- 
tion with  his  other  work,  and  he  was  also  inter- 
ested for  a while  in  a hat  factory  there.  Being  a 
stanch  Democrat  he  took  much  interest  in 
political  matters,  and  his  popularity  made  him  a 
favorite  candidate  on  his  party  ticket,  as  he 
served  for  many  years  in  offices  of  trust  and 
responsibility.  At  one  time  he  was  a member  of 
the  State  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  he  was  selectman  and  town 
clerk  of  New  Fairfield.  Socially  he  was  promi- 
nent as  a member  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd 
Fellows  fraternities,  and  his  family  has  always 
been  identified  with  the  best  circles  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  married  on  May  1,  1848, 
Miss  Harriet  Hopkins,  by  whom  he  had  the 
following  children:  M.  Louisa,  born  May  1 1 , 
1849;  Harvey  H.,  born  July  21,  1852;  and 
Bessie,  born  January  24,  i860,  in  Knox  county, 
Illinois. 
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Mrs.  Wheeler,  who  survives  her  husband,  is 
a lady  whose  excellent  qualities  of  character  en- 
dear her  to  her  associaies.  She  was  born  July 
21,  1825,  and  is  connected  with  several  of  the 
old  and  respecled  families  of  New  England,  of 
which  we  will  give  a brief  account.  Her  father, 
Sfephen  Barnum  Hopkins,  was  a direct  descend- 
ant of  Stephen  Hopkins,  the  Pilgrim,  who  came  to 
America  in  1620  on  the  “Mayflower."  He  was  a 
person  of  some  importance  and  wealth,  as  he  had 
with  him  two  male  servants,  and  his  standing 
among  his  companions  is  indicated  bv  the  fact 
that  he  was  sent  ashore  with  Capt.  Miles  Stand- 
ish  to  treat  with  the  Indians.  Abbott,  the  his- 
torian, describes  him  as  a man  who  was  “both 
discreet  and  true.”  He  had  six  daughters  and 
three  sons.  Of  the  latter,  one,  Oceanus,  was 
born  on  the  voyage  and  died  in  infancy.  Giles 
married  and  settled  on  Cape  Cod,  and  of  the 
other  son,  Caleb,  nothing  is  now  known,  although 
it  is  believed  that  he  did  not  marry.  In  the  third 
generation  Judah  Hopkins,  a son  of  Giles,  mar- 
ried and  had  a son,  John,  born  in  1704.  John, 
of  the  fourth  generation,  married  and  left  a son, 
John  (5),  who  was  born  in  Harwich,  Mass.,  a 
town  on  Cape  Cod,  in  1751,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  a man  of  great  ingenuity.  About  the  time 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  possibly  a little  later, 
he  removed  to  Guildhall,  Vt.,  and  after  a short 
residence  there  he  proceeded  to  Lyndon,  and  then 
to  Brattjeboro.  in  the  same  State.  From  there 
he  started  to  Centerville,  N.  Y,,  in  1813,  but 
died  on  the  way  while  at  Pike,  Wyoming  Co., 
N.  Y.  Little  is  known  concerning  his  family, 
but  he  had  at  least  three  sons:  John  (6),  who  is 
the  next  in  the  line  of  descent;  Judah,  who  was 
killed  in  early  manhood  by  falling  from  a bain; 
and  Clark,  who  settled  in  New  York  and  left  de- 
scendants there.  John  (6)  was  born  at  Ballston 
Spa,  N.  Y.,  and  became  the  owner  of  a large 
tract  of  land  in  the  town  of  New  Fairfield,  this 
county.  He  was  married  in  Vermont  to  Miss 
Sarah  Smith,  and  had  two  sons,  John  and  Stephen 
Barnum  (7),  both  of  whom  located  in  New  Fair- 
field. 

Stephen  Barnum  Hopkins  (7),  Mrs.  Wheeler’s 
father,  was  born  in  New  Fairfield,  May  29, 17S9, 
and  died  March  24,  1866.  He  received  a com- 
mon-school education  in  his  youth,  and  for  a 
short  time  followed  the  shoemaker's  trade,  but 
later  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  which  he 
successfully  conducted  in  New  Fairfield  for 
many  years.  He  was  a generous  man,  and 
was  well-liked  by  his  fellow  citizens,  being  often 
chosen  to  fill  local  offices,  includingthat  of  select- 
man. The  different  questions  of  his  time  excited 
his  keen  interest,  and  he  was  always  a strong 


I supporter  of  the  Whig  party.  On  November  7, 
1811,  he  married  Miss  Chloe  Judd,  who  was 
born  in  New  Fairfield,  May  17,  1795,  and  they 
had  seven  children:  (1)  Betsey  M.,  born  May  28, 
1813,  was  married  September  16,  1830,  to 
Nathan  Terrell,  and  died  March  2,  1868.  (21 
Hiram  S.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (3) 
Joseph,  born  September  9,  18)7,  was  married 
(first)  to  Caroline  Terrell,  and  (second)  to  Sarah 
Clark.  (4)  George  J.,  born  May  2,  1820, 
married  Rebecca  McGraw,  and  died  in  1894.  (5) 
Harvey,  born  February  17,  1823,  died  Novem- 
ber 19,  1850,  unmarried.  (6)  Harriet  (Mrs. 
Wheeler)  is  mentioned  above.  (7)  Stephen  L.. 
born  April  22,  1828,  died  July  10,  1837. 

Hiram  S.  Hopkins,  Mrs.  Wheeler’s  brother, 
was  born  in  New  Fairfield,  May  9,  or  n,  1815, 
and  died  November  20,  1852,  at  Winchestet, 
Va.,  where  he  had  gone  as  advance  agent  for 
Turner’s  circus,  of  which  he  was  a part  owner. 
In  his  early  manhood  he  followed  mercantile 
business  in  New  Fairfield,  and  he  always  held  a 
prominent  place  in  the  social  and  political  life 
of  that  locality.  On  October  18,  1837,  he  was 
married  at  New  Fairfield,  to  Miss  Louisa  Sher- 
wood, who  was  born  July  2,  1817,  a daughter  of 
Abel  Sherwood,  a well-known  resident  of  the 
same  town.  Thev  had  one  son,  Lewis  Legrand, 
born  February  24.  184:.  ‘ After  the  death  of 
I Hiram  Hopkins,  his  widow  married  Nathan  Ter- 
I rell,  then  a resident  of  Danbury,  who  was  born 
I in  New  Fairfield,  and  was  killed  March  28,  1895. 

I at  the  age  of  eightv-six,  by  anengineon  the  New 
! York  and  New  England  railroad. 

Hon.  Lewis  Legrand  Hopkins  was  but  a child 

I when  the  death  of  his  father  brought  him  ace  to 


face  with  the  problem  of  earning  a 


livelihood. 


He  had  begun  his  education  in  the  common 
I schools  of  New  Fairfield,  but  at  the  age o ee 
i he  was  sent  to  the  town  of  Brookfield,  thisc°  . ' 
I to  live  with  an  uncle  upon  a farm.  15  ^ 

! existence  not  suiting  him,  he  after  a Nea  a 
I to  Jersey  City  and  secured  employment  - 

1 newsboy  on  the  New  Jersey  Transfer  P • 

1 line.  In  the  following  year  he  went  y k 
I York  to  take  a similar  position  on 1 the ^ ■ 

, and  New  Haven  railroad,  and  while  there  ^ 

I an  opportunity  to  attend  schoo  ,n  , 'de 
I privilege  which  he  e.g.,1, 

I the  most  of.  He  next  entered  finding 

1 establishment  in  that  city  as  c'er  • . on  a 

; the  emplopment  uncongenial  he  * PF  ^ 
. vessel,  the  “ Endymion  for  Li  P ^ 0, 
I land.  When  off  Burton  Head,  on  ttr  ^ 
i Wales,  the  ship  was  burned  to  the  ^ ^ 
I and  a falling  spar  struck  the  you  6 ^ wecp 
I the  head,  crushing  his  skull  For 
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he  lay  in  Southworth  Hospital,  Liverpool,  in  a 
dangerous  condition,  under  the  care  of  the 
American  consul.  On  his  recovery  he  returned 
to  New  ork,  and  as  his  love  for  adventure  was 
not  yet  satisfied,  he  went  to  California  to  engage 
in  placer  mining  in  Shasta  county.  Tiring  of 
this,  he  took  ship  at  San  Francisco  for  a voyage 
around  Cape  Horn,  the  trip  proving  to  be  a very 
rough  one.  His  next  employment  was  as  a 
night  clerk  on  a steamer  on  Long  Island  Sound, 
and  later  he  went  to  Danbury  and  learned  the 
business  of  hat  finishing,  which  he  followed 
for  a time  there,  also  in  Bethel  and  Philadel- 
phia. In  1865  he  began  drilling  for  oil  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  afterward  he  accompanied  a 
surveying  expedition  in  the  interests  of  the  New 
England  Railroad  Company  in  the  northern  part 
of  this  State.  When  this  ended  he  returned  to 
Danbury  and  engaged  in  a bottling  business  with 
S.  A.  Barnum  and  Joseph  Beers,  but  he  soon 
traded  his  interest  in  that  establishment  for  a 
factory  and  store  at  New  Fairfield,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  a time.  His  factory,  where 
he  conducted  a hatting  business,  was  burned  to 
the  ground,  and  he  then  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  shirts  in  New  Fairfield;  but  the  ven- 
ture proving  unprofitable  he  went  back  to 
Danbury  to  take  a position  in  the  freight  office 
of  the  Danbury  & Northern  railroad,  the  com- 
pany afterward  appointing  him  agent  at  that 
place.  In  the  meantime  he  had  become  promi- 
nent in  politital  circles.  While  residing  in  New 
Fairfield  he  was  town  clerk  for  twelve  years, 
and  there,  as  elsewhere,  he  took  an  active  inter- 
est in  educational  affairs.  In  1870,  1871,  1875, 
1881,  and  1887,  he  was  elected  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State,  and  his  able  service  as 
representative  won  the  approbation  of  all  classes 
in  his  community.  During  Sheriff  Clarkson’s 
first  and  second  terms  he  appointed  him  a dep- 
uty. As  the  last  warden  for  the  old  borough 
of  Danbury,  Judge  Hopkins  held  office  two 
months  beyond  tbe  legal  time  in  order  to  con- 
form to  the  dates  set  in  the  city  charter  for  the 
opening  of  the  new  regime.  In  1889  he  was 
chosen  mayor  of  the  new  city,  and  in  1892  he 
became  judge  of  the  probate  court,  a position  he 
still  holds.  Politically,  he  is  a Democrat,  and 
for  two  years  he  served  on  the  State  Central 
Committee  of  that  party.  On  September  18, 
>865,  Judge  Hopkins  was  married  at  Danbury  to 
Miss  Grace  Agnes  Croal,  a native  of  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  who  came  to  America  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  with  her  parents,  David  and  Agnes  (Kay) 
Croal.  ■ Two  children  have  blessed  this  union: 
Marie  Louisa,  born  August  3,  1876,  and  married 
June  20,  1894,  at  Danbury,  to  Francis  T.  Bene- 


dict; and  Stephen  Legrand,  born  in  New  Fair- 
field  August  3,  1876,  who  resides  with  his  parents 
at  Danbury. 

On  the  maternal  side  Judge  Hopkins  is  des- 
cended from  Thomas  Sherwood,  of  “Sherwood 
Forest,  ’ England,  who  was  born  in  1586  and 
died  at  Fairfield,  this  county,  in  October,  1655. 
He  came  from  Ipswich,  England,  in  April,  1634, 
in  the  ship  “ Francis,”  with  his  wife,  Alice,  and 
four  children,  Ann,  Rose,  Thomas  (2),  and  Re- 
becca. According  to  Mrs.  Schenk’s  ■ • History  of 
Fairfield  County,”  Vol.  1,  page  307,  he  is  first 
heard  of  after  his  landing  as  a resident  of  Mass- 
achusetts, but  he  was  in  Fairfield  county  as 
early  as  1645.  He  is  mentioned  in  the  first  vol- 
ume of  the  Colonial  Records  as  having  bought 
land  in  Fairfield  county  in  1653.  By  his  first 
wife,  Alice,  he  had  eight  children,  and  by  his 
second,  Mary,  he  had  four,  the  names  of  all  be- 
ingas  follows:  Jane  Thomasine,  Margaret  Sarah, 
Hannah,  Rose,  Thomas,  Rebecca,  Stephen,  Mat- 
thew, Mary,  Ruth,  Abigail  and  Isaac. 

II.  Thomas  (2)  was  born  in  England  in  1624, 
and  died  at  Fairfield,  this  county,  in  1697.  He 
was  the  first  miller  on  Mill  run,  at  that  place. 
He  was  married  four  times,  his  first  wife  being  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Annie  Wheeler;  his  sec- 
ond was  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary 
Turney;  his  third  was  the  widow  of  John  Cable, 
Jr.;  and  his  fourth  was  the  widow  of  Peter  Col- 
by, and  the  daughter  of  Humphrey  Hide.  [See 
American  Ancestry,  Vol.  5,  for  1890.] 

II.  Isaac  Sherwood,  youngest  son  of  Thomas 
(1),  married  Elizabeth  Jackson,  daughter  of  John 
Jackson,  and  had  a son,  David.  III.  David 
married  Sarah  Meeker,  daughter  of  John  Meeker, 
and  had  a son,  Abel.  IV.  Abel  was  born  De- 
cember 20,  1720,  and  was  married  on  January  1, 
1749  or  1750,  to  Hannah  Fountain,  who  was 
born  April  2,  1729,  a daughter  of  Aaron  and 
Elizabeth  Fountain.  Abel  served  as  a soldier  in 
the  French  and  Indian  war  under  General  Mont- 
gomery, and  is  said  to  have  caught  the  latter  in 
his  arms  when  shot.  He  entered  the  service 
April  12,  1761,  as  a member  of  the  Sixth  Com- 
pany Second  Regiment,  from  Connecticut,  which 
was  mustered  in  at  Horseneck,  this  county,  in 
that  year,  and  consisted  of  one  hundred  men. 
He  served  twelve  weeks  and  two  days,  and  hav- 
ing received  a serious  wound  was  discharged  on 
September  28,  1761,  and  died  in  November  fol- 
lowing from  the  effects  of  his  injuries.  His  pay 
for  his  period  of  service  was  12  shillings,  10 
pence,  and  1 farthing,  according  to  the  pay  rolls 
preserved  in  the  State  capitol  at  Hartford.  He 
had  three  daughters  and  one  son,  Abel. 

V.  Abel  Sherwood,  son  of  Abel  and  Han- 
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nah,  was  also  a soldier,  and  during  the  Revolu-  | born  to  them:  (r)  Elizabeth  married  Aaron Hard- 
tionary  war  he  enlisted  three  times.  He  mar-  I man,  and  both  are  now  deceased.  (2)  Charles 
ried  Keziah  Hodge,  and  had  seven  children,  who  | F.  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch.  (3) Maria 
lived  to  maturity,  married,  and  left  descendants.  ] and  (4)  Julia  both  died  in  infancy.  (5)  Frances 
VI.  Abel  Montgomery  Sherwood,  son  of  Abel  1 married  Charles  H.  Jennings,  of  Ridgefield.  (6) 
and  Keziah,  was  named  in  honor  of  General  I George,  deceased,  was  at  one  time  in  the  real- 
Montgomery,  under  whom  his  grandfather  fought,  estate  business  in  New  York  City.  The  father 
He  was  born  May  26,  1777,  and  died  April  J2,  of  this  family  died  in  March,  1869,  long  prt- 
1866.  His  first  wife,  Betsey  (Disbrow),  died  in  ceded  to  the  grave  by  his  noble  wife,  who  passed 
1828,  and  in  1829  he  married  Clarissa  Knox,  away  September  18,  1827. 

By  the  first  union  he  had  four  children:  Ran-  Charles  F.  Osborn  was  born  September  28, 

som  \V. , Harriet,  Amanda,  and  Louisa,  wife  of  1818,  in  New  York  City,  remaining  there  until 
Hiram  S.  Hopkins,  mentioned  above,  and  mother  1850,  when  he  joined  his  father  at  Norwalk.  Like 
of  Judge  Hopkins.  By  his  second  marriage,  his  father  he  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business, 
Abel  M.  Sherwood  had  one  son,  who  was  named  1 and  held  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  same 
after  him.  I wealthy  element  in  New  York,  where  his  business 

— 1 was  as  extensive  as  that  of  any  agent  in  Gotham. 

i Having  acquired  a fortune  largely  of  his  own  ac- 

CHARLES  F.  OSBORN,  whose  death,  on  | cumulation,  he,  too,  desired  to  pass  the  remaind- 
Februarv  25,  1897,  is  still  fresh  in  the  minds  I er  of  his  life  in  its  enjoyment.  On  March  23. 
of  his  fellow  citizens  of  Norwalk,  where  he  lived  | 1841,  Charles  F.  Osborn  was  married  to  Miss 
in  retirement  for  a number  of  years  previous,  I Caroline  Kellogg,  of  Norwalk,  who  died  April 
was  one  of  the  most  esteemed  residents  of  that  1,  1864.  leaving  no  issue.  On  April  19. 
place.  On  October  13,  18)4,  there  died  in  Nor-  Mr.  Osborn  was  again  married,  his  second  wile 
walk  Jacob  Osborn,  who  had  long  been  prom-  being  Mrs.  C.  A.  Maybury,  formerly  Miss  Hat- 
inent  in  the  affairs  of  the  town.  For  years  he  riet  E.  Smith,  a daughter  of  Stephen  Smith,  0 
taught  the  village  school,  and  by  precept  and  Norwalk.  One  child,  Clarence  F.,  blessed  t is 
example  inculcated  lessons  of  industry  and  mor-  union.  , 

ality.  He  also  served  as  town  clerk,  and  in  many  In  politics  Mr.  Osborn  was  first  a whig,  u 

ways  showed  his  interest  in  municipal  affairs.  I he  became  an  independent  voter,  casting  is  ai 

His  wife  in  her  maidenhood  w’as  Betsey  larvis,  I lot  for  the  men  and  measures  that,  in  his  ]u  » 
and  thej>  became  the  parents  of  Lewis.  Frederick,  I ment,  seemed  best  calculated  to  promote  > 
Maria,  William,  Charles  (mentioned  in  full  later  j general  welfare.  For  many  years  he  serve  ^ 
on),  George  (1),  George  (2),  and  Eliza.  The  trustee  of  the  Savings  Bank,  and  he  «as  a 

family  were  faithful  members  of  the  Established  1 whose  advice  in  matters  of  finance  was 

Church.  j sought.  He  was  actively  interested  in  the  tp.- 

Charles  Osborn  was  born  in  Norwalk,  in  | copal  Church,  to  which  the  family  have 
1792,  and  in  1807,  after  acquiring  such  educa-  for  generations,  for  many  years  servmg  * (rut. 
tion  as  might  be  obtained  in  the  common  schools,  urer  and  vestryman,  and  he  was  one  ^ ° 
he  went  to  New  York,  where  he  served  his  time  tees  in  support  of  the  Diocese  of  oni  ^ 
in  the  jewelry  business,  following  it  as  a means  His  closing  years  were  passed  quietly,  F )c 
of  livelihood  until  1820,  in  which  year  he  em-  affairs  taking  up  all  lhe  time  he  care  ,avs  p,t. 
barked  in  the  real-estate  business.  He  rapidly  business,  and  the  major  portion  0 J.urje’s  sup- 
advanced  to  the  front  rank,  becoming  agent  for  ing  passed  in  the  enjoyment  of  t e *1 _enerosity 
such  men  as  Gen.  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  Gen.  Mor-  plied  by  his  abundant  wealth.  j s reJ(jv 

gan  Lewis,  John  Jacob  Astor,  etc.  In  1841  Mr.  to  those  less  fortunate  than  himse  ■ ^ ^ 

Osborn  laid  aside  business  cares,  and  returning  help  to  those  deserving,  made  1 
to  Norwalk  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  best  loved  men  in  the  town. 

close  retirement.  Of  a naturally  reserved  dispo-  — 

sition,  he  took  but  little  part  in  any  affairs  that  ADn  <;HORTELL 

would  render  him  at  all  conspicuous.  Courteous  Tji  EV.  RICHARD  EDWA  ^ Conn.. 

and  manly  in  bearing,  and  strictly  honorable  in  J[ii.  was  bom  July  23.  1 86°,  in  ’famihe- 

all  his  dealings,  he  was  held  in  the  greatest  re-  and  is  a descendant  of  one  0 . SUDp0sed  tl>al 

spect  bv  all  who  knew  him.  When  twenty-three  of  County  Kilkenny.  Ireland.  rre]and  under 
years  of  age  be  married  Miss  Huldah  Jarvis,  the  first  of  the  name  came  Jn  \Velch  mard11*' 

daughter  of  Noah  Jarvis,  who  was  of  French  “ Strongbow,”  in  1 17°-  norn  efl  bot«Me 

and  English  extraction,  and  six  children  were  The  family  gained  wealth  and  in 
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deprived  of  both  by  Cromwell,  because  of  their 
reluctance  to  give  up  their  Catholic  faith. 

Richard  Shortell,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a farmer  in  County  Kilkenny,  and  enjoyed 
much  popularity  and  respect  in  his  neighborhood. 
He  was  a man  of  considerable  education,  and  by 
reason  of  his  many  sterling  qualities  was  honored 
with  various  positions  of  trust,  which  he  filled  in 
a highly  creditable  manner.  He  married  a Miss 
Kennedy,  by  whom  he  had  four  sons — Edward, 
Columb,  Robert  and  John — and  the  entire  family 
came  to  America  and  settled  in  Ansonia,  Conn. 
The  sons,  Columb  and  John,  enlisted  on  the 
Union  side  in  the  Civil  war  and  served  through- 
out the  struggle. 

Edward  Shortell  was  born  in  County  Kil- 
kenny, Ireland,  came  to  America  with  his  parents, 
and  became  an  iron-roller  by  occupation,  work- 
ing in  the  Iron  & Steel  Works  at  Birmingham, 
Conn. ; he  continued  at  this  until  his  death, which 
occurred  about  1869.  He  wedded  Bridget  Ca- 
hill, daughter  of  Michael  and  Margaret  Cahill, 
and  this  union  was  blessed  with  five  children, 
namely:  Richard  Edward;  Mary;  Margaret  M., 
who  is  married  to  John  Dunn,  of  Derby;  Julia  V., 
unmarried,  who  is  a teacher;  and  James,  who  is 
a druggist  in  Wallingford,  Connecticut. 

Richard  Edward  Shortell  received  a good  pre- 
liminary education  in  the  public  schools  of  An- 
sonia and  Birmingham,  completing  the  course  in 
the  Birmingham  High  School  in  1879.  The  same 
year  he  entered  Niagara  University,  at  Niagara, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  graduated  in  1882,  with  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  receiving  that  of  Master 
of  Arts  from  the  same  institution  in  1884.  Father 
Shortell’s  theological  training  was  received  at 
Niagara  Seminary  of  Our  Lady  of  Angels,  where 
he  was  ordained  priest  in  1886,  after  thorough 
preparation  for  his  calling.  He  is  known  as  one 
of  the  best  informed  of  the  younger  men  in  the 
Church.  After  his  ordination  he  was  stationed 
at  Norwich,  Conn.,  as  assistant  in  St.  Patrick’s 
Church,  where  he  served  four  years,  at  the  end 
of  that  time  being  transferred  to  St.  Augustine’s 
Church,  in  Bridgeport,  and  continuing  there  for 
sixteen  months.  For  the  eighteen  months  fol- 
lowing he  was  assistant  in  St.  Peter's  Church, 
at  Danbury,  finally,  on  May  30,  1893,  taking 
charge  as  pastor  of  the  Church  at  Ridgefield, 
where  he  has  remained  ever  since.  He  has  made 
an  excellent  record  in  this,  his  first  charge,  and 
has  won  a warm  place  for  himself  in  the  hearts 
of  his  people  as  an  untiring,  devoted  worker. 
Since  his  advent  in  Ridgefield  he  bought  the  land, 
built  the  rectory,  and  has  finished  a handsome 
new  church,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  this 
part  of  Connecticut.  In  addition  to  his  duties  in 
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Ridgefield  he  has  undertaken  the  care  of  the 
mission  at  Georgetown,  which  he  attends  each 
Sunday.  Father  Shortell,  though  still  a young 
man,  is  considered  one  of  the  most  efficient 
priests  in  the  Hartford  Diocese,  which  is  under 
Bishop  Tierney.  His  influence  in  Ridgefield  has 
been  strong  and  beneficial,  and  he  has  given  his 
help  in  many  matters  for  the  welfare  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  town.  As  a public  speaker  he 
is  in  great  demand,  and  his  eloquence  and 
earnestness  have  made  him  very  popular  in  this 
respect.  Father  Shortell  interests  himself  in 
politics  and  political  affairs  only  so  far  as  they 
affect  the  moral  life  of  the  community. 


E*'NOCH  KNAPP  (deceased).  “Ourfore- 

4 fathers,”  writes  a well-known  author,  ••  still 

live  among  us  in  the  records  of  their  lives  as  well 
as  in  the  acts  they  have  done,  which  live  also. 
Whoever  has  left  behind  him  a record  of  a noble 
life  has  bequeathed  to  posterity  an  enduring 
source  of  good.  ” The  quiet  yet  useful  career  of 
this  honored  resident  of  New  Fairfield,  who 
passed  away  December  2,  1887,  should  be  held 
in  lasting  remembrance,  and  it  is  most  appro- 
priate that  the  following  outline  of  his  history 
should  find  preservation  in  this  volume. 

The  Knapp  family  is  of  German  origin,  the 
immediate  ancestors  of  our  subject  coming  to 
this  country  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  Jonathan  Knapp,  his  grandfather,  was 
born  May  16,  1730,  in  Greenwich,  Fairfield 
county,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  that  locality. 
He  married  Miss  Eunice  Peck,  daughter  of 
Theophilus  Peck,  and  they  had  twelve  children, 
whose  names,  with  dates  of  birth,  are  as  follows: 
Eunice,  February  12,  1755;  Mary,  November  6, 
1756;  Shubal,  November  21,  1757;  Joshua,  Jan- 
uary 6,  1761;  Sarah.  June  5,  1763;  Isaac,  Au- 
gust 13,  1764;  Rachel,  October  31,  1765;  Sam- 
uel; Benjamin,  January  1,  1772;  Reuben,  March 
16,  1774;  Enoch,  October  8,  1776;  and  Jared, 
March  15,  1779. 

Dr.  Isaac  Knapp,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  Greenwich,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  became  a citizen  of  New  Fairfield, 
being  the  first  physician  to  locate  there.  He 
gained  a wide  reputation  by  his  success  in  treat- 
ing malarial  fevers,  which  were  then  prevalent  in 
this  section,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  profession.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1838.  He  was  married  in  New  Fair- 
field  to  Miss  Amy  Brush,  daughter  of  Amos  and 
Hannah  Brush,  and  eight  children  were  born  of 
this  union,  the  names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as 
follows:  Theresa,  February  16,  1790;  Isaac,  July 
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12,  1801;  Sally,  September  7,  1803;  Enoch, 

May  21,  1805;  one  who  died  in  infancy;  Ezra, 

August  19,  1816;  David,  June  13,  1820;  and 
and  Euphemia,  February  20,  1823. 

Enoch  Knapp  acquired  his  education  mainly 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  town  of  New  Fair- 
field,  and  spent  one  term  in  the  study  of  higher 
branches  in  the  academy  at  New  Canaan,  this 
county.-  He  engaged  in  farming  and  cattle 
raising,  in  which  he  was  very  successful,  and  for  mens  of  her  works  are  often  on  exhibition  at  the 
many  years  he  was  a leading  spirit  in  the  various  Academy  of  Design  in  that  city,  and  at  art  ex- 
progressive movements  in  his  locality.  In  1835  hibits  in  Philadelphia  and  other  centers  of  cul- 

he  became  a member  of  the  Congregational  ture.  (5)  Isaac  S.,  born  July  27,  1853,  died 

Church  at  New  Fairfield,  and  throughout  life  re-  I September  21,  1855.  (6)  Mary  C.,  born  April 

mained  a faithful  worker  in  that  Society,  serving  j 1 1 , 1855,  was  married  in  January,  1873,  to 
as  deacon  for  many  years.  He  was  a member  of  I Charles  W.  Claggett,  son  of  Rev.  E.  B.  Clag- 
the  Board  of  Foreign  and  Home  Missions,  to  gett,  of  Boston,  Mass.  They  have  one  sod, 
which  he  always  contributed  generously,  and  he  Clifton  K.,  born  September  2,  1879.  (7)  Isaac 
was  equally  liberal  in  relieving  the  temporal  S.  (2),  born  November  26,  1856,  is  now  engaged 

needs  of  the  poor  around  him.  He  also  delighted  in  farming  at  New  Fairfield,  and  is  a member  of 

in  helping  young  men  to  get  a start  in  business,  the  Legislature.  He  was  married  March  25, 
and  many  successful  men  of  Danbury  and  other  1 894,  to  Miss  Luella  M.  Dayton.  (8)  Frederick 
places  are  ready  to  acknowledge  the  value  of  his  E.,  born  January  5.  1859,  was  educated  in  his 

timeh’  assistance.  In  politics  he  was  a strong  native  town  of  New  Fairfield,  and  at  Cbappaqoa, 

Republican,  and  for  some  years  he  held  office  as  N.  Y.  From  boyhood  he  has  given  his  attention 
justice  of  the  peace  and  as  selectman  of  the  town  lo  farming  and  stock  raising,  and  he  now  con- 
of  New  Fairfield.  In  the  old  “training  days  ” ducts  the  old  homestead,  “Sunny  Side  Farm, 
he  took  a great  interest  in  the  militia,  serving  as  being  the  third  in  direct  line  of  descent  to  own 
a major,  and  later  he  was  appointed  lieutenant-  the  estate.  He  is  active  and  influential  in  pu  - 
colonel,  but  he  never  was  in  active  duty  in  a time  lie  affairs,  and  in  1889  was  elected  to  the  State 
of  war.  In  1838  he  married  Miss  Rachel  A.  Legislature  on  the  Republican  ticket,  an  evt  ence 
Barnurrt,  daughter  of  Deacon  Seeley  Barnum,  a j of  popularity  which  is  the  more  remarkable  rom 
prosperous  farmer  of  the  town  of  New  Fairfield,  I the  fact  that  he  was  the  first  Republican  repre 
and  a granddaughter  of  Deacon  Ephraim  Barnum,  i sentative  from  his  district  in  thirty-two  tear- 
of  Bethel,  this  count}'.  Mrs.  Knapp’s  mother,  I He  has  also  held  a number  of  local  0 cesC 
whose  maiden  name  was  Louisa  Rogers,  was  a I eluding  those  of  tax  collector  *?wnFC  6 :e 
daughter  of  Rev.  Medad  Rogers,  who  preached  I On  November  14,  1888,  he  married  Miss  an^ 
for  nearly  half  a century  in  the  Congregational  I M.  Taylor,  who  was  born  August  4,  1 59' 
Church  at  New  Fairfield.  daughter  of  Emory  and  Mary  (Cowles)  . j 

The  home  of  our  subject  was  brightened  by  I her  father  is  a gunsmith  of  Unionva  e,  a 
eight  children,  of  whom  six  survive;  (t)  Mary  | county,  Connecticut. 

Louisa,  born  August  14,  1840,  died  May  27,  i 

1851.  (2)  Almira  E.,  born  October  27,  1S42,  . 0i  the 

married  Daniel  G.  Wood,  a farmer  of  Redding,  j {*CAMUEL  E.  DUNHAM,  propne  ^ 
this  county,  and  has  had  five  children— Enoch  I S3)  Dunham  Machine  Works  at  an  ' 0f 
K.,  Flovd,  Ida,  Viola  and  Fred.  (3)  Sarah  T.,  I lieves  in  the  efficacy  of  hard  work  as  a^  jence 
born  May  25,  1846,  was  married  October  2;,  \ securing  success  in  life,  and  his  own  e -P  ^ ^ 
1866,  to  Wait  Brush,  a farmer  near  Rome,  1 amply  demonstrates  the  correct  n)anu. 
N.  Y..  and  they  have  had  three  children — Ernest.  | theory.  He  does  an  extensive  usl? ■ e’s  0|  a|l 
Dwight  and  Charlotte.  (4)  Charlotte  L.,  born  I facturing  boilers,  engines  and  m*c.,t  t0 order, 

July  3,  185),  is  a lady  of  marked  ability,  and  1 kinds,  including  special  machinery  grafting. 

ranks  among  the  leading  artists  of  the  country,  t and  furnishing  mill  supplies.  1 sue  ^ ^ 

Her  education  was  begun  in  the  schools  of  New  | hangers  and  pulleys,  also  Bab  1 , 

Fairfield,  and  after  taking  a complete  course  in  | of  anti-friction  metals.  jn J)an- 

the  State  Noimal  School  at  New  Britain,  Conn.,  Mr.  Dunham  was  born  April  ’ , ’ a native 

she  entered  the  Packer  Collegiate  Institute  at  j bury,  the  son  of  Frederick :I  • UIL.jae  f'ather fd" 
Brooklyn  Heights,  N.  Y. , where  she  studied  art.  i of  St.  Lawrence  county,  N- 


She  then  went  to  Paris,  France,  to  pursue  her 
art  studies  under  Professors  LaHaye  and  Lazar, 
two  famous  teachers,  and  on  the  completion  of 
her  course  there  she  returned  to  the  United 
States.  In  1882  she  accepted  the  position  of 
principal  of  the  Art  Department  of  Packer  Col- 
legiate Institute,  filling  this  responsible  post  with 
marked  ability  and  success.  She  resides  in  New 
York  City,  where  she  has  a studio,  and 
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lowed  the  carpenter’s  trade  all  his  life,  and  be- 
fore the  Civil  war  was  foreman  of  the  D.  & J. 
Stevens  Planing-mill  at  Danbury.  After  the 
close  of  the  struggle  he  took  charge  of  the  wood- 
working department  in  the  same  establishment, 
and  continued  there  for  many  years,  his  death 
occurring  in  1892.  His  wife  Mary  E.  (Dibble), 
a native  of  Newtown,  Conn.,  died  in  1867. 
Our  subject  was  one  of  two  children,  his  sister, 
Carrie  1.,  being  the  elder,  she  married  (first) 
Edward  Layman,  and  after  his  death  became 
the  wife  of  Charles  Orr. 

Samuel  E.  Dunham  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Danbury,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen began  to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade,  spend- 
about  five  years  in  the  establishment  of  Fanton 
Brothers.  He  then  worked  in  various  places  as 
a journeyman,  and  for  two  years  was  in  charge 
of  a machine  shop  in  Danbury.  In  1889  he  be- 
gan his  present  business  in  a small  way,  with  a 
capital  of  $800,  the  venture  succeeding  so  well 
that  in  1893  he  built  his  establishment  on  Rose 
street,  and  his  property  is  now  valued  at  about 
$17,000.  This  success  has  not  been  gained 
without  severe  labor,  however,  and  he  considers 
fifteen  hours  per  day  a fair  allowance. 

In  1880  Mr.  Dunham  married  Miss  Fannie 
N.  Starr,  a member  ol  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  Fairfield  county;  her  father,  Capt.  Frederick 
Starr,  a native  of  the  county,  died  a soldier’s 
death  while  serving  in  the  Union  army  during 
the  Civil  war.  No  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunham.  Politically,  our  subject 
is  a Republican,  as  was  his  father  before  him, 
but  in  local  affairs  he  is  not  a strict  partisan, 
supporting  the  best  man  according  to  his  judg- 
ment. Socially,  he  and  his  wife  are  prominent, 
and  he  has  been  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  but  the  claims  of 
his  business  have  prevented  him  from  taking  an 
active  part  in  fraternal  work. 


JOHN  I.  HOVER,  who,  since  September, 
1895,  has  been  the  principal  of  the  Franklin 
street  school  in  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  is  a native  of  the  Empire  State,  born 
June  17,  1S69,  in  Linlithgow,  Columbia  county. 
His  ancestry  is  German,  his  great-grandfather, 
John  B.  Hover,  having  been  a native  of  the 
Fatherland.  Grandfather  John  N.  Hover  was 
born  in  Linlithgow,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  a large 
property  owner  and  a prominent  citizen. 

Martin  H.  Hover,  father  of  John  I.  Hover, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Linlithgow,  and  has 
always  made  his  home  there.  He  has  been  a 
lifelong  agriculturist,  and  being  a man  ol  unusual 


| intellect  and  progressive  ideas  has  run  his  farm 
on  scientific  principles  with  gratifying  results. 
He  married  Martha  E.  Wagner,  who  was  born 
in  Hollowville,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  the  daught- 
er of  Levi  Wagner,  and  four  children  blessed 
this  union — Welcon  E.,  Cora  A.,  Cornelia  A., 
and  John  I. 

John  1.  Hover  received  his  early  literary 
training  in  the  public  schools  of  Linlithgow,  N. 
Y.,  later  attended  the  Northeastern  Ohio  Col- 
lege (in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio),  where  he  took  a 
special  course,  and  began  his  professional  career 
in  Columbia  county.  He  subsequently  took  a 
course  at  the  New  Paltz  (N.  Y.)  Normal  School, 
after  which  he  taught  in  the  Polytechnic,  at 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. , for  two  years.  In  September, 
1895,  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  present 
position,  which  he  has  since  discharged  with  a 
faithfulness  and  zeal  highly  appreciated  by  all 
who  have  felt  his  influence  in  this  direction. 
Ten  instructors  besides  Mr.  Hover  are  engaged 
in  the  Franklin  street  school,  where  there  are  nine 
grades,  besides  the  kindergarten.  He  is  a pro- 
gressive man  in  every  sense  of  the  term,  and 
personally  he  is  constantly  working  and  studying 
to  prepare  himself  for  higher  work  in  his  profes- 
sion, keeping  well-informed  on  modern  view’s  in 
thought  and  method,  especially  in  the  line  of 
education.  At  present  he  is  taking  a course  of 
lectures  on  psychology  at  Yale  University,  He 
is  a member  of  the  County  and  State  Teachers 
Associations. 

Mr.  Hover  was  married,  in  1890,  at  Canfield, 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Aurelia  M.  Boycott,  who  is  the 
daughter  of  William  Boycott,  and  the  grand- 
daughter of  the  originator  of  the  term  “boycott.” 
To  Professor  Hover  and  wife  was  born  a daugh- 
ter Dorothy  Alletta,  August  2,  1898. 


LEO  DONATELL.  This  well-known  former 
resident  of  Stamford  is  a son  of  Italy,  and 
since  coming  to  America  some  years  ago  he  has 
found  a wide  field  of  effort  in  the  direction  and 
oversight  of  his  fellow-countrymen  who  are  em- 
ployed in  railway  construction  and  other  enter- 
prises. For  this  useful  work  he  is  peculiarly 
fitted,  being  held  in  sincere  regard  by  the  men  in 
his  employ,  who,  naturally,  can  best  understand 
and  be  understood  by  one  of  their  own  com- 
patriots. With  a knowledge  of  their  needs,  their 
likings,  and  their  aspirations,  no  less  than  of 
their  language,  Mr.  Donatell  wields  great  influ- 
ence among  them,  and  of  late,  years  he  has  been 
frequently  called  upon  to  act  as  interpreter  in  the 
Fairfield  county  courts  in  cases  where  his  country- 
men were  concerned. 
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Mr.  Donatell  was  born  December  16,  i860,  I the  Campanella  Lodge,  at  Stamford,  a mutual 
and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  I benefit  association  for  Italians.  He  is  also  identi- 
land.  Like  most  of  his  race  he  possessed  fine  ! fied  with  several  other  societies  including  the 
musical  gifts,  of  which  he  made  use  lor  a time  in  I Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Scio,  Ohio,  and  the  1.  0. 
earning  a livelihood;  but  he  afterward  learned  | O.  F.,  at  New  York  City.  He  was  married  in 
the  shoemaker’s  trade  as  a more  certain  means  of  1 West  Virginia  to  Miss  Wolfe,  a resident  of 
support.  In  1883  he  came  to  America,  landing  | Clarksburg,  and  two  children  have  blessed  the 
at  New  York  City,  and  after  spending  some  time  | union. 

there  and  in  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  he  went  to  the  

Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  to  take  a place  as  I 

foreman  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  railroad,  then  Tr  IEUT.-COL.  CHARLES  W.  HENDR1E, 

in  process  of  construction.  In  January,  1887,  J— < one  of  the  leading  dry-goods  merchants  of 

he  returned  to  New  York  City,  where  he  was  Stamford,  and  for  ten  years  prominent  in  the 
employed  for  a few  months  by  the  Inman  and  Red  National  Guard  of  Connecticut,  as  well  as  in 
Star  lines  of  steamships  as  a foreman,  his  duties  business  circles,  is  a native  of  Greenwich,  Fail- 
being to  oversee  the  loading  and  unloading  of  field  county,  where  he  was  bom  October  29, 

goods.  In  the  spring  of  the  same  year  he  took  1862. 

six  hundred  men  to  Duluth,  to  work  upon  the  Colonel  Hendrie  descended  through  Joshua 
Duluth  d South  Shore  railroad,  and  later  he  I Beal  Hendrie,  his  father,  from  Charles  Hendrie, 
came  to  Connecticut  to  take  a position  as  fore-  1 who  was  a native  of  Scotland,  whence  he  came 
man  for  Nolan  & Co.,  who  were  then  construct-  i to  this  country  prior  to  the  birth  of  his  son, 
ing  a branch  railway  between  Meriden  and  Johua  Beal,  which  occurred  at  Stamford  in  1 832. 

Waterbury.  During  one  winter  he  was  engaged  The  latter  has  thus  far  passed  his  life  in  the  town 

in  shoe  making  at  Waterbury;  but  in  the  spring  of  Stamford,  having  been  engaged  in  agricultural 

he  went  to  Chicago,  111. , where  he  was  appointed  pursuits.  He  married  Sarah  E.  Newman,  of 

to  take  charge  of  two  hundred  men  on  the  /fanes-  Greenwich,  Conn.,  and  to  the  Union  were  born, 

ville  A-  Ohio  River  railroad.  He  then  worked  for  Charles  W.,  Sarah  E.,  and  Lucy  (Mrs.  Stanley T. 

a time  for  Stanley  & Co.,  on  the  Wheeling  & I Jennings).  The  father  of  these  is  a member  oi 
Lake  Erie  railroad,  and  on  leaving  that  company  | the  Congregational  Church. 

he  went  to  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  to  assist  in  the  Charles  W.  Hendrie  was  reared  on  his  fathers 

construction  of  the  Monongahela  railroad.  On  I farm,  and  attended  the  schools  of  the  neigh ^ °i- 
December  25,  1889,  he  embarked  for  Italy,  to  I hood.  Later  he  went  to  the  Stamford  High  Schoo 

visit  his  beloved  mother,  and  that  winter  he  I and  also  to  the  Williston  Seminary  at  East  Hainp 

spent  under  the  sunny  skies  of  his  own  land.  j ton,  Mass.,  spending  three  years  in  the  latter 'in 
In  April,  1 890,  Mr.  Donatell  returned  to  the  j stitution.  In  1882  he  began  clerking  in  t e s or 
United  States,  and  soon  afterward  he  located  in  I of  C.  O.  Miller  at  Stamford,  and  remaine  so  0^ 
Pottsville,  Penn.,  to  carry  out  an  arrangement  for  1 cupied  for  ten  years.  In  1892  he  starte  ■* 

supplying  a number  of  his  fellow-countrymen  as  I dry-goods  business  for  himself,  forming  a pa 

laborers  for  Mr.  Gaynor,  who  was  then  engaged  I ship  with  George  G.  Goulden,  under  e 
in  the  construction  of  the  Shenandoah  branch  of  name  of  Hendrie  A' Goulden.  This  pa  n - 

the  Norfolk  & Western  railroad.  Later  he  fur-  lasted  until  in  March,  1896,  at  which  1 . 

nished  laborers  for  Fred  Jones,  of  Brinkhaven,  Goulden  retired.  Since  that  period  t e - 
Ohio,  and  for  the  West  Virginia  A-  Pittsburg  has  been  carried  on  by  Colonel  Hen  n 
railroad,  and  then,  after  spending  a short  time  in  The  Colonel  has  been  a careful  an  _)  ^ ^ 

the  employ  of  Mr.  Gaynor,  in  Pennsylvania,  he  business  man,  and  is  prospering.  e ' j jraj,_ 

undertook  to  secure  laborers  for  building  the  res-  the  enterprising  and  progressive  citizen 

ervoir  on  the  Girard  estate  in  Pennsylvania,  the  field  county.  On  April  29,  18  • . ( gon. 

contract  being  held  by  P.  M.  Queen.  His  next  identified  with  Company  C,  4th  K«§ cember  2;. 

enterprise  was  the  supplying  of  laboiers  for  the  ' necticut  National  Guard,  and  on  e 
Consolidated  railroad  at  Sound  Beach.  Conn.,  I 1 889,  he  was  made  quartermaster  serg  ^ 
and  for  a time  he  resided  at  New  Haven  in  order  i was  promoted  to  second  lieutenan  ju  / ^ ^ 
to  facilitate  his  work.  In  1894  he  settled  at  I to  captain,  July  20,  1891;  to  ^a\a’nljary  it, 
Stamford,  and  for  four  years  past  he  has  fur-  1893;  and  to  lieutenant-colone  , J omjn’eni  in 

nished  laborers  for  Mr.  Ryan,  the  contractor  for  1897.  Socially,  Colonel  Hen  rie  1S  P rnent,cined 

the  Consolidated  line  in  that  locality.  Mr.  Don-  various  orders,  among  which  may  ^ fenjor 
atell  is  inteiested  in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  Union  Lodge,  F.  A A.  M.,  of  w 1 gn£j  Wash- 
of  his  countrymen,  and  he  is  now  president  of  deacon;  Rittenhouse  Chapter  0.  > 
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ington  Council  No.  6;  Excelsior  Lodge  No.  49,  that  will  promote  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  coun- 
K.  of  P. , being  past  chancellor;  is  also  vice-  try,  he  has  not  taken  an  active  part  in  public 
grand  of  Puritan  Lodge  No.  43,  1.  O.O.  F. ; and  affairs. 

he  is  a member  of  the  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  of  | 

the  Business  Men's  Club.  Colonel  Hendrie  has  i 


been  twice  married,  the  first  time,  at  Stamford, 
to  Miss  Lucy  C.  Dean,  a daughter  of  George  W. 
Dean,  of  Stamford,  and  their  issue  is:  Emily  C. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  July  20,  1887,  and 
Colonel  Hendrie  afterward  married  Rebecca  M. 
Smith,  a daughter  of  James  Smith,  of  Stamford. 


FRED  MILLER,  a prominent  resident  of  the 
_ town  of  Greenwich,  is  one  of  the  thrifty,  pros- 
perous, German-born  citizens,  and  in  making  his 
way  to  success,  in  spite  ol  an  unpromising  begin- 
ning, he  has  shown  the  characteristic  energy  of 
his  race. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  May  7.  1858,  in  Han- 
over, Germany,  the  third  son  and  fifth  child  of 
Louis  and  Margaret  Miller.  The  mother  died 
when  he  was  but  three  years  old,  but  the  father 
is  still  living  at  the  old  home,  and  now  occupies 
an  official  position  similar  to  that  of  selectman  in  | 
this  country.  He  came  to  the  United  States,  i 
but  returned  to  the  Fatherland  after  spending  a 
couple  of  years  here.  Our  subject  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  province,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1874  came  to  America  to  seek  his  fort- 
tune,  setting  gail  from  Bremerhaven  on  the  ves- 
sel ••Necka.”  The  voyage  lasted  fourteen  days, 
and  on  landing  in  New  York  City  the  young  lad  I 
found  employment  as  a confectioner  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  Koenig.  Having  had  no  pre- 
vious knowledge  of  the  trade,  he  began  as  an  ap- 
prentice with  low  wages,  but  as  time  passed, 
bringing  better  returns  for  his  work,  he  managed 
to  lay  by  enough  money  to  establish  a business 
of  his  own,  which  has  been  continued  success- 
fully ever  since.  In  1891  he  purchased  from 
Andrew  Burns  a small  farm  at  Riverville,  known 
as  the  Samuel  Peck  homestead,  and  he  has  since 
resided  there,  with  the  exception  of  two  years, 
when  he  rented  it  and  returned  to  New  York  to  | 
attend  to  his  confectionery  business.  The  estate 
contains  forty-five  acres  of  excellent  land,  pleas- 
antly located,  and  Mr.  Miller’s  judicious  improve- 
ments have  made  it  a valuable  and  attractive 
homestead. 

In  1883  Mr.  Miller  married  Miss  Susie  Feifeer, 

who  was  born  in  New  York  City,  May  27,  1867, 
the  daughter  of  Matthew  and  Theresa  (Lam- 
bert) Feifeer.  Five  children  have  blessed  this 
union:  Lillie,  Minnie,  Theresa,  Annie  and  Fred- 
erick, Jr.  As  a citizen,  Mr.  Miller  is  held  in  high 
esteem,  but  while  he  approves  of  all  movements 


SYLVESTER  B.  WILSON,  a leading  con- 
tractor and  builder,  and  one  of  the  most  en- 
terprising citizens  of  Norwalk,  Fairfield  county, 
of  which  city  he  has  been  a resident  some  thirty 
years,  is  a native  of  New  York  State,  born  on 
New  Year’s  Day,  1849,  in  Kingston,  Ulster 
county. 

Job  Wilson,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  whence  in  early  man- 
hood he  moved  to  Ulster  County,  and  at  King- 
| ston  followed  contracting  and  carpentry  for 
many  vears.  He  married  SallieG.  Taylor,  born 
in  the  town  of  Wilton,  Fairfield  county,  a daugh- 
ter of  Moses  Taylor,  a native  of  Westport, 
Fairfield  county,  and  a carpenter  and  contractor 
by  trade.  Like  the  Wilsons,  the  Taylor  family 
is  of  English  lineage.  After  marriage  Job  and 
Sallie  G.  Wilson  resided  at  various  places  in  New 
York  State— New  York  City,  Ellenville,  and 
finally  in  Kingston.  Ten  children  were  born  to 
them,  five  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  names  of 
the  survivors  being:  Mary  E.,  Billings  G.,  Hally 

B.,  Armida  A.,  and  Sylvester  B.  Of  these,  Mary 
E.  married  Joseph  Bowman,  of  Kingston;  Billings 
G.  wedded  Eunice  Sherman,  a contractor  and 
builder,  of  Lowell,  Mich.;  Hally  B.  is  living  re- 
tired in  New  York;  and  Armida  A.  married 
Charles  M.  D.  Marks,  of  New  York,  who  had 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  After  carry- 
ing on  his  trade  some  fifteen  or  twenty  years  at 
various  places,  as  already  related,  the  father  of 
this  family  came  to  Connecticut,  and  in  1864 
commenced  farming  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  Fair- 
field  county,  where  he  died  in  1875;  his  wife  had 
passed  away  in  1 86 1 . They  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  E.  Church;  in  politics  he  was  first 
a Whig,  later  a Republican,  on  the  organization 
of  that  party. 

S.  B.  Wilson,  our  subject,  passed  his  boy- 
hood days  in  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  until  he  was  thir- 
teen years  old,  when  he  went  to  Michigan,  and 
there  attended  school  for  some  time.  On  his  re- 
turn to  Kingston  he  commenced  boating  on  the 
Hudson  river,  but  at  the  end  of  one  season  he 
1 went  to  New  York  and  drove  a milk  route  in  that 
, city,  also  one  season.  He  then  went  to  Pomp- 
I ton,  N.  J.,  where  for  a while  he  followed  the 
j trade  of  file  making;  then  returning  to  New  York 
I again  took  up  the  milk  business.  Once  more, 
after  a few  months,  we  find  him  in  Michigan, 

1 where  he  commenced  to  learn  carpentry;  but 
1 again  he  went  to  New  York  and  peddled  milk. 
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In  1866  he  came  to  Norwalk,  and  commenced 
learning  the  trade  of  machinist;  at  the  end  of 
about  a year,  however,  he  abandoned  the  notion, 
and  in  1867  he  concluded  to  finally  settle  in  Nor- 
walk and  follow  his  regular  trade,  that  of  car- 
penter. He  first  worked  for  E.  K.  Street  (two 
weeks),  then  for  Thomas  Sanford  (about  six 
months),  then  for  Platt  Price  (some  nine  years). 
After  this,  in  1879,  Mr.  Wilson  commenced  con- 
tracting and  building  in  Norwalk,  for  his  own  ac- 
count, and  has  since  successfully  conducted  an 
extensive  business  in  that  line.  Among  the 
many  buildings  he  put  up  in  Norwalk,  alone, 
may  be  mentioned  the  Norwalk  Club,  several 
churches  and  residences,  including  two  fine  ones 
which  he  owns,  one  of  them  being  occupied  by 
himself  and  family. 

In  1868  Mr.  Wilson  was  married  in  Norwalk 
to  Miss  Anna  Smith,  a native  of  that  city,  and  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Tocket  Smith,  who  was  killed  at 
Port  Hudson,  La.,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  six 
children  graced  this  union,  namely.  Edward  L. 
(who  married  Georgia  Street,  foreman  lor  our 
subject  in  Norwalk),  and  Edith  M.,  Ira  B.,  Ar- 
thur C.,  Mabel  J.  and  Gladys,  all  at  home.  In 
his  political  preierences  Mr.  Wilson  is  a stanch 
Republican,  while  socially  he  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  practically 
a self-made  man,  one  who,  by  indomitable  per- 
severance, prudent  economy  and  sound  judgment, 
has  surmounted  all  the  difficulties  incident  to  a 
lack  of  capital  at  the  outset  of  his  industrious 
career,  and  to-dav  he  has  the  pleasurable  satis- 
faction of  looking  back,  with  no  small  degree  of 
proper  pride,  on  a life  of  honest  toil. 


BANA  PUTNAM  RICHARDSON,  M.  D.  This 
able  and  popular  physician  located  at  Sandy 
Hook  in  1S90,  but  he  had  previously  won  an 
enviable  standing  in  his  profession,  and  his  skill 
met  with  prompt  recognition  from  the  people  of 
Sandy'  Hook  and  vicinity,  where  he  built  up  an 
extensive  practice.  As  he  is  a constant  student, 
keeping  well  abreast  of  the  scientific  movements 
which  have  done  so  much  to  improve  medical 
practice  of  late  y ears,  he  has  been  unusually  suc- 
cessful in  his  work,  and  in  fact,  he  deserves 
credit  for  some  original  researches  in  connection 
with  his  labors,  especially  in  electricity  as  ap- 
plied to  the  treatment  of  disease. 

In  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines  the  Doc- 
tor is  of  English  descent,  but  his  ancestors  came 
to  this  country  at  an  early  period.  The  Richard- 
son homestead  at  Leominster,  Mass.,  has  been 
in  the  family  lor  several  generations,  and  the 
house  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  State,  having 


been  built  originally  as  a stockade  or  fort. 
Moses  Richardson,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a native  of  Medway,  Mass.,  but  in  his 
later  years  made  his  home  in  Leominster.  By 
occupation  he  was  a farmer,  blacksmith  and 
wheelwright,  and  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
1 successful  men  of  his  locality;  during  his  resi- 
I dence  in  Leominster  he  was  quite  prominent  in 
I local  affairs,  holding  various  offices.  In  politics 
I he  was  a Whig,  and  in  religious  faith  he  was  a 
I Baptist,  his  activity  in  Church  work  being  indi- 
! cated  by  the  fact  that  he  served  as  deacon  for  a 
i number  of  years.  Moses  Richardson  was  the 
I father  of  four  children,  of  whom  we  have  record 
I of  three:  Horace,  a mechanic  of  Leominster; 

1 Silas,  a farmer  and  real-estate  dealer;  and  Moses 
| D.,  our  subject's  father. 

Moses  D.  Richardson  was  born  in  Leomin- 


1 ster,  and  in  his  youth  received  an  excellent  edu- 
1 cation.  For  some  years  he  was  engaged  in 
I teaching,  but  later  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
I suits  on  the  old  homestead,  a portion  of  which 
I he  inherited  from  his  father.  He  was  a success- 
I ful  manager,  and  as  time  passed  he  added  to  his 
I inheritance  until  he  owned  a farm  of  two  hun- 
i dred  acres.  Possessing  positive  convictions,  and 
I the  courage  to  express  them,  he  was  alwajs 
1 among  the  leaders  in  local  movements,  and  for  a 
i number  of  years  he  served  on  the  boar  0 
I selectmen  of  his  town.  In  his  political  a ia 
i tions  he  was  a Republican  after  the  organization 
of  that  party,  and  he  took  much  interest  in  re- 
ligious work  as  a member  of  the  Baptist  C ure 
in  which  he  held  numerous  offices,  inc  u mg 
those  of  deacon  and  clerk.  He  died  in  Ju.- 
1887.  Moses  D.  Richardson  was  married  tnree 
I times.  His  first  wife  left  no  children  and  by »- 
i second  marriage  he  had  one  daughter,  ’ 

I now  the  wife  of  Putnam  Simonds,  of  > ' 

Mass.,  and  one  son,  George  who  died  "hen 
about  fourteen  years  old.  For  his 
Mr.  Richardson  married  Abbie  W.  ? 

\ daughter  of  Israel  Putnam,  of  Fitchburg, 

I and  a member  of  the  distinguished  0 ^ 

I ilv  to  which  Gen.  Israel  Putnam  ® 0 0ur’5Ub. 

I still  survives  and  enjoys  good  healt  ■ mgr. 

I ject  is  the  younger  of  two  children  y (|)( 

I riage.  The  elder,  James  Albert,  is  n ^ 

1 employ  of  the  government  in  conn  ^ e(J. 

I the  salmon  fisheries  in  Alaska,  an 

I gaged  in  mining  there.  , ndober 

1 Doctor  Richardson's  birth  occurred  Octo^ 

I .4,  185S,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Noft 

i minster,  and  he  received  his  ®ca  * aduating  fr°m 
in  the  schools  of  that  place.  n 8 arvard  Col- 
the  high  school  in  1876  he  enter®  course for 
| lege,  where  he  pursued  the  scientific  cour 
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two  years,  and  then  began  his  professional 
studies  in  the  medical  department  of  the  same 
institution,  entering  in  1878  for  the  regular 
course  of  four  years,  including  practical  work  in 
the  Boston  City  Hospital  and  the  Children’s 
Hospital.  In  June,  1882,  he  received  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.,  and  for  the  next  five  years  he  was 
engaged  in  general  practice  in  his  native  town, 
being  admitted  during  this  time  to  membership 
in  the  local  medical  association,  the  Worcester 
County  Medical  Society  and  the  Massachusetts 
State  Medical  Society.  In  1886  there  was  a 
favorable  opening  fora  practitioner  at  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  and  the  Doctor  removed  there.  The 
Cape  Ann  Granite  Company,  of  that  place,  em- 
ployed about  four  hundred  men,  being  then  in 
the  height  of  its  prosperity,  with  Gen.  Ben  But- 
ler and  Colonel  French  as  members  of  the  cor- 
poration, but  after  the  death  of  the  former  the 
business  declined,  and  all  local  interests  suffered. 
The  Doctor  again  looked  about  for  a suitable 
field  for  his  efforts,  and  in  December,  1890,  he 
came  to  Sandy  Hook  and  purchased  the  practice 
of  Doctor  Stiles,  which  he  continued  with  marked 
success  until,  in  1S99,  he  returned  to  his  native 
place  on  account  of  the  poor  health  of  himself 
and  family.  He  is  living  at  No.  600  Main  street, 
retired  for  the  present.  He  became  a member 
of  the  State  and  County  Medical  Societies,  and 
for  five  years  was  the  physician  of  the  local 
board  of  health.  He  has  never  taken  an  active 
part  in  politics,  and  while  his  sympathies  are 
with  the  Democrats  on  many  questions  of  Na- 
tional policy,  he  is  inclined  to  use  his  judgment 
independently  at  election  time.  He  attends  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  is  identified  with 
the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  Leominster  Lodge  No.  86,  and 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  Sandy 
Hook  Lodge  No.  54,  of  which  he  has  been  the 
official  physician. 

In  October,  1888,  the  Doctor  was  married  to 
Miss  Fannie  L.  Benton,  daughter  of  Charles  H. 
Benton,  a prominent  carpet  merchant  of  Fitch- 
burg, Mass.,  and  one  son  has  blessed  the  union, 
James  Putnam,  born  in  November,  1889. 


THOMAS  F.  DANFORTH,  who  for  the  past 
fifteen  years  has  been  a resident  of  George- 
town, Fairfield  county,  and  for  thirteen  years  a 
trusted  employe  of  the  Gilbert  & Bennett  Manu- 
facturing Company,  is  a native  of  Massachusetts, 
born  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  July  22,  1854. 

Patrick  Danforth,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  parish  of  Carmerick,  County  Water- 
ford, Ireland.  He  received  a thorough  educa- 
tion in  the  parish  schools.  When  a young  man 


he  immigrated  to  the  United  States  and  located 
in  the  city  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  where  he  be- 
came employed  in  a wire  mill,  remaining  so  occu- 
pied throughout  his  lifetime.  His  death  occurred 
in  1864,  when  he  was  aged  thirty-five  years, 
the  result  of  an  injury  received  in  a boiler  explo- 
sion. He  was  married  at  Worcester  to  Miss 
Mary  Sheehan,  who  was  born  in  the  same  parish 
and  county  in  Ireland  as  her  husband,  and  came 
to  the  United  States  when  quite  a young  girl, 
and  to  this  marriage  were  born:  Thomas  F., 

our  subject;  Annie,  who  died  In  1880;  and  Daniel. 
The  daughter  married  James  Conlon,  a teacher 
and  also  a wire-drawer,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  and 
they  had  one  child,  John  H. 

Thomas  F.  Danforth  received  a good  com- 
mon-school education  in  his  native  city.  After 
his  school  days  were  over  he  learned  the  trade  of 
wire  drawer,  and  having  served  out  his  time  con- 
tinued with  the  same  firm  for  some  years.  For 
a time  during  the  Civil  war  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  firm  of  Allen  & Wheelock,  manufacturers 
of  cartridges.  In  1880  he  went  to  Trenton,  N. 
J.,  where  he  remained  three  years,  in  December, 
1883.  coming  to  Georgetown,  Conn.,  and  enter- 
ing the  employ  of  the  Gilbert  & B.ennett  Manu- 
facturing Company,,  in  whose  employ  he  has  been 
ever  since  as  a wire  drawer.  Bv  his  industrious 
habits  and  the  good  management  of  himsell  and 
wife,  he  has  saved  his  earnings,  and  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  a small  farm  lying  adjacent  to  the 
village  of  Georgetown.  Politically  he  is  a Re- 
publican; he  is  a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  of  Georgetown,  and,  fraternally,  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Foresters  of  America. 

He  has  the  universal  respect  and  esteem  of 
his  fellow  citizens. 

In  tSSo  Mr.  Danforth  married  Miss  Nellie  L. 
Quinlan,  and  their  children  are:  Mary  L.,  born 

August  13,  1 881;  Alice  G.,  born  September  9, 
1883:  Leo  Joseph,  born  December  16,  1885;- 
Bertha  L.,  born  October  30,  1887;  Ellen  A.,  born 
May  5,  1889;  Annie  R.,  born  August  9,  1892, 
died  August  2,  1894;  and  George  T.  F.,  born  Jan- 
uary 3,  1 S95.  Mrs.  Danforth  was  born  May  18, 
1859,  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Alice  (Kiley)  Quinlan,  natives  of  Ireland,  who 
were  reared,  educated,  and  married  in  that 
country.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in 
their  early  married  life,  locating  at  Worcester, 
Mass. . where  the  husband  found  employment  in  a 
company  that  manufactured  wire  goods,  and  he 
remained  in  the  same  employ  until  his  death. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
Of  his  children,  (1)  Catharine  married  (first) 
Robert  Mahagan,  and  had  children — John  J., 
Robert  M.,  Alice  L.,  Bertha  M.,  Nellie  and 
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Annie;  by  her  second  husband,  James  Lane,  she 
had  two' children— Walter  J.  and  Mabel.  (2) 
Marv  never  married.  (3)  Nellie  L.  was  third  in 
the  order  of  birth.  (4)  Edwin  was  educated  at 
Holv  Cross  College,  where  he  was  prepared  for 
the  priesthood.  However,  he  became  a teacher, 
and  is  at  this  writing  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  of  Worcester,  Mass.  He  is  not  married. 
(5)  William  is  also  single.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  a machinist,  which  he  followed  for  a few  years, 
then  went  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  is  now 
somewhere  in  the  West. 


/PVEORGE  W.  BIRCH,  M.  D. . one  of  the  lead- 
It  ing  physicians  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  county, 
where  in  the  course  of  forty  years'  practice  he 
has  made  a reputation  as  a careful  and  safe  phy-  | 
sician,  counselor  and  a conscientious  man,  is  a J 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  the  City  of  | 
New  York,  January  18,  i“8 3 1 . i 

Samuel  Ralph  Birch,  M.  D.,  his  father,  was  1 
a phvsician  who  stood  high  in  the  profession  in  1 
the  State  of  New  York.  He  read  medicine  under  I 
Doctor  White,  at  Somerstown,  N.  Y.,  and  was  I 
licensed,  as  in_  those  days  it  was  more  customary 
than  graduation.  He  practiced  in  New  ^ ork  I 
Citv  for  many  years,  and  then  moved  to  Paw-  j 
ling,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  re- 
tired for  a number  of  years  before  his  death,  1 
which  occurred  in  185  5 or  1856.  He  was  a man 
of  marked  ability.  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Birch  was 
married  in  New  York  City  to  Mrs.  Sarah  (Chase) 
Spellman,  who  was  born  in  1796  and  descended 
from  English  ancestry,  and  to  this  union  were 
born:  Samuel  R.,  a farmer  of  Patterson,  N.  Y. ; 

Sarah,  the  widow  of  George  Cromwell;  George 
W.,  our  subject;  Henry  L. . a resident  of  Patter- 
son, N.  Y. ; James  G..  M.  D.,  a resident  of  New- 
burg,  N.  Y. ; and  Edward  F.,  M.  D.,  deceased, 
formerly  of  Norwalk,  Connecticut. 

George  W.  Birch  passed  the  greater  part  of 
his  bovhood  at  Pawling,  N.  Y.  He  attended 
school  until  of  age.  first  in  the  public  schools  of 
Pawling,  and  later  in  the  academy  at  Patterson, 
N.  Y.,  and  after  his  school  days  were  over  began  ! 
the  study  of  medicine  under  the  direction  of  his  I 
father.  In  1853  he  went  to  Brookfield,  Conn.,  i 
where  he  continued  his  studies  with  Dr.  A.  L.  1 
Williams,  remaining  with  him  three  years,  and 
following  this  h«  attended  medical  lectures  at 
Y’ale  College,  and  was  graduated  from  that  insti-  [ 
tution  in  1858.  standing  second  in  his  class.  The  1 
same  year  he  located  at  Redding  Center,  Fair-  i 
field  Co,,  Conn.,  practicing  there  until  January  1 
1,5,  i86t,  when  he  removed  to  North  Stamford,  I 
and  there  he  continued  until,  in  August,  1 868,  I 


he  came  to  Stamford,  locating  at  the  corner  of 
Broad  and  Atlantic  streets.  Throughout  his 
professional  career  the  Doctor  has  devoted  him- 
self to  general  practice,  but  he  has  made  some- 
thing of  a specialty  of  obstetrics  and  pneumonia, 
and  has  been  unusually  successful,  having  lost 
but  four  patients  in  the  former  branch  during  his 
forty  years'  experience. 

In  April,  1895,  there  occurred  in  Stamford  an 
epidemic  of  fever,  over  which  there  was  much 
discussion  among  the  medical  fraternity  of  the 
place,  and  which  attracted  widespread  attention 
elsewhere.  It  was  an  irritative  fever  of  some 
kind,  and  opinion  differed  as  to  just  what  it  was, 
but  as  symptoms  of  typhoid  were  present,  it  was 
pronounced  as  such  by  some  physicians.  All 
told  there  were  450  cases  in  Stamford,  and  upon 
investigation  it  was  found  that  nearly  all  the  sick 
had  been  using  milk  purchased  from  the  same 

dealer;  an  examination  of  his  premises  showed  a 

well  from  which  water  was  taken  to  wash  the 
cans,  situated  in  close  proximity  to  outhouse  and 
<=tables,  and  those  who  adhered  to  the  typhoid 
theory  claimed  this  as  the  source  of  the  trouble, 
that  the  germs  of  the  disease  were  in  the  water. 
Doctor  Birch,  guided  by  his  forty-years  expen- 
ence.  in  which  he  had  treated  many  cases  0 
typhoid,  did  not  so  consider  it,  but  deemed  it 
case  of  metallic  poisoning,  and  as  t*'er^  ... 
some  twentv  or  more  of  those  affected  w 
not  obtain  milk  from  the  dealer  mentioned  n 
therefore  could  not  have  imbibed 
germs  from  his  well,  he  made  an  exan  ^ 

causes  and  secured  evidence  which  convinced 

him  that  his  diagnosis  was  c°rrec • broke 
that  some  two  weeks  before  the  ep  demic  bmke 
out  the  milk  dealer  had  pun chased  from  b 
York  agent  a powder  which  placed  in  milk 


York  agent  a powder  wmcn  - Hea]s0 

keep  it  sweet  for  an  indefinite  Per'°  _ 5 ha(j 

found  that  the  other  dealer  who-ep 
the  disease,  had  used  a similar  po  j 
further  strengthened  him  in  his  ’ y thwjs  of 
poisoning,  so  he  followed  is  , 

treatment,  and  his  patients  al  re  re)j. 

Feeling  not  the  slightest  doubt  oMhe^ 
ability  of  his  position  in  the  matter,  D ^ 
refused  to  report  his  cases  as  typhoid^  ^ (he 
this  precipitated  a crisis  be  wing  what 

other  physicians  of  the  place.  " rted  them 
seemed  exactly  similar  cases  had  .epo  ^ 

as  typhoid.  ..  Heated  arguments  0^ 


personal  feeling  ran  high,  bo|  ^“^it  vvasalter- 
firm  and  would  not  Yleld  * " ost  advocates 

ward  admitted  by  one  _ __  neW  discovery  had 


waiu  dUtim*^  nPW  dlSCOVCi;  — 

of  the  typhoid  theory  tha t d by  poiscm- 

been  made  and  the  disease  - interesting 

inp.  The  following  statistics  max 
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When  the  epidemic  broke  out  there  were  thirty 
physicians  in  Stamford,  and  as  there  were  450 
cases  of  the  fever  the  average  would  be  fifteen  cases 
for  each  doctor,  pre-supposing  an  equal  division. 
Doctor  Birch  had  sixteen  cases,  and  while  there 
were  a number  of  deaths  from  the  disease,  it  is 
worthy  of  comment  that  every  one  of  his  cases 
yielded  to  his  treatment. 

As  a citizen  the  Doctor  stands  high  in  the 
community  in  which  he  has  so  long  lived.  He  is 
a member  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  of  the 
Fairfield  County  Medical  Society,  and  of  the 
Stamford  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  has 
served  as  president.  He  was  a member  of  the 
first  health  board  organized  in  the  city  of  Stam- 
ford, and  he  is  again  serving  on  that  board  at  the 
present  writing.  He  has  served  several  terms  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  as  a member  of  the 
school  board  of  the  town,  being  one  of  the  school 
■committee  for  several  terms,  and  on  the  visiting 
■committee  of  the  board  for  several  years. 

In  August,  1857,  Doctor  Birch  was  married 
to  Miss  Harriet  W.  Somers,  a daughter  of  Renss- 
elaer and  Eurania  (Merwin)  Somers,  of  Brook- 
field Center.  Conn.  To  this  union  came  two 
•children,  namely:  Harriet  Somers,  born  in  1861, 

who  became  the  wife  of  Edw'ard  M.  Prior,  of 
Stamford,  and  died  in  1893;  and  George  William, 
born  in  1S71,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  is  an  employe  of  the  Liver- 
pool Globe  lijsurance  Company.  Doctor  Birch’s 
first  wife  died  March  24,  1874,  and  for  his  second 
he  married  Gussie  Gumbs,  who  died  August  28, 
1875.  For  his  third  wife  he  married  Alice  J. 
Scofield,  a daughter  of  George  Scofield,  and  to 
them  were  born:  Alice  A.;  and  a son  that  died 

•in  infancy. 


ARL  MERTENS,  a well-known  resident  of 
New  Fairfield,  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
German-born  citizens  of  the  town,  and  his  career 
shows  that  he  possesses  the  thrift  and  industry 
which  characterize  his  race. 

For  many  years  the  family  resided  in  a little 
town  in  the  province  of  Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 
German)’,  and  our  subject's  grandfather,  Christoff 
Mertens.  was  born  and  educated  there,  and  after 
leaving  school  engaged  in  the  cabinetmaker's 
trade,  which  he  followed  successfully  throughout 
his  life.  He  married  Dorothy  Vanic,  and  they 
had  two  children,  Chris  John  and  Dorothy. 

Chris  John  Mertens,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
tvas  born  in  1820  in  Germany,  where  he  attended 
school,  and  at  an  early  age  learned  the  shoe- 
makers trade.  For  many  years  he  was  engaged 
at  same,  and  during  this  time  he  held  the  office 


of  clerk  of  his  town  for  eighteen  years.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Frederica  Teamon,  also  a native  of 
Germany,  and  they  had  three  children:  August, 
Minnie  and  Carl,  all  of  whom  lived  to  adult  age 
and  married. 

Carl  Mertens  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
Fatherland,  and  in  early  manhood  engaged  in  the 
miller’s  trade.  He  married  Miss  Caroline  Geise, 
by  whom  he  has  had  seven  children,  four  born  in 
Germany.  In  October,  1887,  Mr.  Mertens,  with 
his  wife  and  four  children,  and  his  honored  father 
and  mother,  left  the  shores  of  his  native  land  for 
this  country,  and  in  due  time  the  party  arrived  at 
New  York  City.  At  first  they  lived  in  Danbury, 
where  Mr.  Mertens  found  employment  in  a paper 
mill,  but  later  he  bought  a farm  in  the  town  of 
New  Fairfield,  and  for  eight  years  past  has  been 
engaged  in  agriculture  there,  for  a time  making 
tobacco  his  principal  crop.  This  branch  of  his 
work  he  has  now  discontinued,  his  attention  being 
given  mainly  to  conducting  a sawmill,  gristmill 
and  cider-mill,  and  to  the  distilling  of  spirits. 
Politically  his  sympathies  are  with  the  Republican 
party,  but  he  has  never  aspired  to  office.  His 
children — Arthur,  Amos,  Emma,  Mary,  Edith, 
Elsie  and  Maggie — are  all  at  home,  and  they  are 
a family  of  which  any  parent  might  well  be 
proud. 


HON.  JOHN  O.  NORTHROP  (deceased)  was 

for  many  years  a leading  citizen  of  the  town 

of  Sherman,  and  his  death,  on  November  29, 
1895,  caused  sincere  grief  throughout  the  com- 
munity. A local  paper  fittingly  expressed  the 
feeling  of  the  people  in  the  following  lines: 

Another  of  our  honored  citizens.  J.  O.  Northrop,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-one,  has  finished  his  course.  All  these  years, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  he  had  spent  in  his  native 
town,  and  thus  during  all  the  century  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  interests  of  the  locality.  He  was  a man  of  strong 
religious  character,  abhorring  all  dishonesty  and  sham,  and 
was  a faithful  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  being 
deeply  concerned  in  its  success,  and  giving  freely  to  its  sup- 
port. He  had  an  exalted  conception  of  God,  and  of  his  re- 
sponsibility to  his  Maker  in  the  use  he  made  of  this  life. 
In  his  home  he  had  daily  family  prayer  and  the  thought 
that  controlled  him  was  an  ever-thankful  spirit  to  his 
Saviour.  He  was  indeed  a pillar  in  the  temple  of  God. 

Mr.  Northrop  was  of  English  and  Scottish 
ancestry,  and  his  family  has  been  established  in 
this  county  since  an  early  period.  Thomas  Nor- 
throp, his  grandfather,  located  in  the  town  of 
New  Fairfield,  now  Sherman,  when  a young 
man,  and  married  a native  of  that  town,  Miss 
Joanna  Leach,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children: 
David,  Thomas,  Joanna,  Amos,  Abigail,  Isaac, 
and  Abraham.  David  Northrop,  our  subject's 
father,  was  born  in  thetown  of  Sherman  in  1758, 
and  after  receiving  a good  common-school  educa- 
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tion  engaged  in  business  as  a stock  dealer  and 
farmer,  his  operations  in  both  lines  being  quite 
extensive.  In  all  local  affairs  he  held  a promi- 
nent place,  serving  from  time  to  time  in  town- 
ship offices,  and  he  was  a liberal  contributor  to 
Church  interest.  He  married  (first)  Miss  Rebec- 
ca Beardsley,  a lady  of  Scottish  descent,  and  a 
daughter  of  Nehemiah  Beardsley,  Esq.  She 
died  leaving  three  daughters— Sally,  Joanna  and 
Rebecca — and  he  afterward  married  her  sister, 
Salina,  by  whom  he  had  six  sons — Nehemiah  B., 
David,  Ezra  G.,  Isaac,  Thomas,  and  John  O. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  June  27, 
1804,  on  the  old  Northrop  homestead  in  the 
town  of  Sherman,  and  he  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  a private  school  in  the  same 
locality.  He  engaged  in  the  lines  of  business  in 
which  his  father  had  been  so  successful,  and,  like 
the  latter,  he  became  a leader  in  local  enter- 
prises of  various  kinds.  He  is  said  to  have  set- 
tled more  estates  in  his  time  than  any  other  man 
in  his  township.  He  held  numerous  town  offices, 
serving  lor  some  time  as  selectman,  and  was  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  chief  supporters  of  the  Re- 
publican party  in  this  section.  In  1885,  when 
in  his  seventy-ninth  year,  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Legislature,  and  throughout  his  term  he 
missed  only  one  week’s  attendance.  For  many 
years  he  was  clerk  of  the  Church,  and  he  always 
took  much  interest  in  its  work. 

On  September  2.  1827,  Mr.  Northrop  mar- 
ried his  first  wife,  Miss  Charlotte  Giddings,  who 
died  December  7,  1869,  leaving  two  children: 
Sarah  Eunice  and  John  Edward.  The  daughter 
married  the  late  Rev.  J.  B.  Stoddard,  of  Che- 
shire, Conn.,  and  they  had  two  children.  John 
Edward  resides  at  Essex,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn., 
and  is  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Com- 
stock Cheney  Ivory  Manufacturing  Company, 
of  that  place;  he  married  (first-!  Miss  Cornelia 
Bostwick.  who  died  in  March,  1870,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Isabelle,  and  (second)  Miss  Elizabeth 
Comstock,  of  Essex.  In  1870  our  subject  formed 
a second  matrimonial  union,  this  time  with  Miss 
Paulina  W.  Gelston  (daughter  of  Deacon  Hugh 
Gelston,  a well-known  resident  of  Sherman), 
who  was  born  in  that  town  October  3,  1835,  and 
was  educated  there,  developing  into  a woman  of 
rare  ability  and  character.  At  present  she  re- 
sides in  Sherman. 


J'OHN  TEMPLETON,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
! grocery  business  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  was 
born  in  Ireland,  January  19,  1832.  After  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  his  native  country,  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  a boy  of  fifteen 


years,  and  settled  in  New  York,  where  he  learned 
the  cooper's  trade,  working  at  same  for  some 
time.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  3d 
California  Artillery,  went  to  the  Platte  river, 
and  served  all  through  the  Civil  war,  after  the 
close  of  the  struggle  going  to  New  York,  where 
he  remained  four  years.  He  then  removed  to 
Wilton,  Conn.,  where  he  has  since  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  Polit- 
ically’, he  has  always  been  a strong  Republican, 
but  has  not  held  or  sought  office.  In  religious 
connection  he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Wilton.  Mr.  Templeton  mar- 
ried Jean  Downie. 

John  Downie,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  John  Tem- 
pleton. was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  that  city.  Having 
finished  his  education,  he  learned  the  black- 
smith's trade,  at  which  he  worked  in  the  old 
country  all  his  life,  and  he  also  kept  a store. 
From  the  earliest  history  of  his  family,  the  an- 
cestry were  Scotch,  and  he  married  a Scotch 
lady.  Miss  Lillie  Henderson,  by  whom  he  had 
the  following  children:  James,  who  married 

Margaret ; John,  who  married  Belle ; 

William.  Mrs.  Templeton's  father;  and  Agnes, 
who  remained  single. 

William  Downie,  father  of  Mrs.  John  Tem- 
pleton. was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  »as 
educated  in  the  schools  of  that  city.  Afterwar 
he  learned  the  trade  of  machinist,  and establishe 
a business  of  his  own  in  Glasgow,  which  he  sue 
cessfully  conducted  until  he  came  to  the  nne 
States  in  May,  1849-  He  first  located  in  hew 
York  City,  then  went  to  Indiana,  and  alterwar 
spent  a short  time  in  Boston.  Returning  to  e 
York,  he  there  continued  to  work  at  his  tr  a 
until  his  death,  being  employed  a large  P°  , 
of  the  time  in  the  Singer  Sewing : Machine 
Politically  he  was  a strong  Republican,  but  ^ 
sought  office.  Religiously  he  was3  m 
the  Baptist  Church.  While  still  living 
land  he  married  Miss  M.  Rowen,  w 0 
in  Scotland,  a daughter  of  Andrew  and 

garet  (Wilson)  Rowen.  the  former  °f  ^°  ,. 

' blacksmith  .1  Glasgow.  Sh.  I * 'J<  <*. 
ing  children:  Margaret,  wife  of/renre 

Lillie,  who  remains  single;  Marion.  ^ ^ 
young;  John,  who  was  killed  ,n  . ]ve;  |ean, 
war;  Agnes,  who  died  at  the  age  ^ An 

who  married  John  Templeton,  1 , genj8. 

drew-  both  of  whom  are  still  single;  and  Ben] 

min,  who  died  young.  . Ten)ple- 

John  Downie.  brother  of  Mr  . J (o  tll£ 
ton,  was  born  in  Scotland,  an  hf  civil 

United  States  with  his  Pa;en,s',  'cpventv-ninth 
war  came  on  he  enlisted  in  the  beve  . 
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New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  in  the 
first  battle  of  Bull  Run.  During  a light  skirmish 
soon  after  this  battle  he  was  killed,  being  at  the 
time  about  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Margaret, 
eldest  sister  of  Mrs.  Templeton,  was  married  in 
New  York  to  Archibald  Watt,  a native  of  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland,  and  a molder  by  trade,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  New 
York.  The  children  born  to  this  marriage  were 
William  G. ; Marion;  Marion  (2);  Isabella;  John 
and  James  (twins),  and  Archibald,  all  of  whom 
died  young,  except  William  G.,  who,  born  and 
educated  in  New  York,  is  now  engaged  in  the 
real-estate  business  in  New  York,  though  when 
young  he  learned  the  shoe-cutter  s trade.  He 
married  twice,  his  first  wife  living  only  three 
months  atfer  marriage.  By  his  second  wife  he  had 
two  children:  Jean  and  Archie,  both  of  whom 

died  young.  The  mother  of  these  children  is  now 
deceased. 

James  Downie,  eldest  brother  of  the  father  of 
Mrs.  John  Templeton,  was  born  and  educated  in 
Scotland,  and  was  a graduate  of  some  college  in 
his  native  country.  He  became  a veterinary  sur- 
geon, and  followed  that  profession  all  his  life.  He 

married  Miss  Margaret — , by  whom  he  had 

a large  family.  John  Downie,  second  eldest 
brother  of  Mrs.  Templeton’s  father,  was  also 
born  and  educated  in  Scotland,  was  a graduate 
of  a college,  and  became  a prominent  lawyer  in 
the  city  of  Glasgow.  He  married  there,  and 
had  one  child  that  lived,  John  Downie,  Jr.,  who 
also  became  prominent  as  a lawyer,  and  was 
elected  sheriff's  clerk,  a position  commanding  a 
large  salary.  He  is  married  and  has  three  chil- 
dren. 


Ji  ARON  HILL  MALLETT,  a well-known 
_ Jl.  agriculturist  and  dairyman  of  Pembroke 
District,  town  of  Danbury,  is  connected  with 
several  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  this  section, 
and  his  excellent  standing  as  a citizen  shows  that 
he  possesses  the  same  sturdy  qualities  of  charac- 
ter which  distinguished  his  honored  ancestry. 

Mr.  Mallett  is  a native  of  Fairfield  county, 
having  been  born  September  11,  1856,  in  the 
town  of  Redding,  where  his  parents,  Aaron  and 
Abbie  Jane  (Hill)  Mallett,  were  prominent  farm- 
ing people.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  town  and  of  Danbury,  and  in  a 
boarding  school  in  Wilton,  conducted  bv  a Mr. 
Brown,  under  whose  instruction  he  remained 
several  terms.  When  about  seventeen yearsold  he 
left  school,  and  for  some  time  he  was  employed  up- 
on his  father's  farm,  later  engaging  in  similar  work 
on  his  own  account,  renting  a place  in  the  town 


of  Redding.  After  spending  three  years  there  he 
became  interested  in  the  meat  business  at  Bethel, 
but  he  did  not  continue  it  long,  and  he  then  found 
employment  as  a clerk  for  Birch  & McKee  in 
their  dry-goods  store  at  Danbury.  After  remain- 
ing three  years  in  that  situation  he  engaged  for 
eight  years  in  the  milk  business  in  the  same  city, 
but  in  January,  1894,  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  and  commenced  general  agriculture.  He 
has  also  an  excellent  dairy,  keeping  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  head  of  cattle,  and  his  farm  shows 
careful  management  in  all  respects.  It  is  a fine 
estate  of  1 50  acres,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
Bear  Mountain  highway,  and  on  the  south  and 
west  by  the  lands  of  James  Leach. 

Mr.  Mallett  was  married  August  21,  1878,  to 
Efifie  Araminta  Barnum,  who  was  born  March  4. 
1862,  daughter  of  Stephen  A.  and  Lydia  M.- 
(Gardiner)  Barnum.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mallett  have 
one  child,  Efifie  Barnum.  born  March  5,  1890. 
They  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Danbury,  and  Mr.  Mallett  has  much  influence  in 
local  affairs  and  in  the  Republican  organization 
of  his  district. 

On  the  paternal  side  Mr.  Mallett  is  descended 
from  that  famous  old  Huguenot  pioneer  John 
Mallett,  who  escaped  from  France  in  the  seven- 
teenth century,  during  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV, 
being  conveyed  on  board  a vessel  in  a chest, 
through  the  courage  and  discretion  of  his  young 
wife.  For  years  before  they  left  their  native  land 
they  had  endured  much  persecution  on  account 
of  their  faith,  and  their  precious  Bible  was  con- 
cealed in  a hole  chiseled  out  of  a block  of  wood; 
which  was  used  as  a footstool,  but  at  the  time  of 
their  flight  to  America  greater  dangers  threatened, 
Mr.  Mallett’s  life  being  saved  only  by  the  clever 
ruse  which  allowed  him  to  pass  on  the  ship  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  his  enemies.  On  their 
arrival  in  the  New  World  they  settled  in  Connec- 
ticut, and  were  among  the  first  to  locate  at 
Tashua,  where  they  left  numerous  descendants. 
According  to  the  inscription  on  the  headstone  of 
her  grave  the  brave  wife  attained  the  age  of  101 
vears.  Their  son  Peter  had  a son  Peter  (2), 
who  had  at  least  three  children  : Peter  (3),  Dan- 
iel and  Philip.  Of  these,  Peter  (3)  married  and 
had  five  sons.  Daniel,  who  left  no  descendants, 
was  a general  in  the  American  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  was  given  a bounty  of 
io.ooo  acres  of  land  in  Tennessee,  in  recognition 
of  his  gallant  services.  Philip,  who  was  born  in 
1 75 1 , in  Connecticut,  on  Long  Island  Sound,  died 
March  7,  1819.  He  married  Sarah  Frost,  and 
they  had  seven  children,  of  whom  the  following 
record  has  been  transmitted:  (1)  Dimon,  who 

died  March  20,  1828,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years. 
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married  Eunice  Couch,  who  died  July  23,  1856,  life  was  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was 
aged  seventy-nine  years,  eleven  months.  They  married  October  4,  1837,  to  Miss  Abbie  Jane 
had  a son.  George  B.,  and  a daughter,  who  Hill,  a native  of  Redding,  born  Octobers,  1820, 
married  Thomas  Couch.  (2)  Daniel,  our  sub-  who  is  still  living  at  the  old  homestead.  They 
ject's  grandfather,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below,  had  two  children:  Mary  J.,  born  October  i;, 

•(3)  Levi  married  Rebecca  Stocker,  and  they  had  1840,  who  is  unmarried  and  resides  at  home,  and 
three  childien,  Jesse  (who  married  and  located  Aaron  Hill,  our  subject, 
in  Leroy.  N.  Y.),  Mary  and  Lucy.  (4)  Esther  On  the  maternal  side  Mr.  Mallett  is  a dt- 
died  in  Tennessee,  unmarried.  (5)  Naomi.  (6)  scendant  in  the  ninth  generation  from  William 
Philip,  who  did  not  marry,  lived  with  his  sister  Hill,  who  arrived  in  America  in  1632  and  died  at 
Esther  in  Tennessee  until  her  death,  when  he  Fairfield,  Conn.,  in  1650.  He  married  Sarah 

made  his  home  with  George  E.  Mallett,  in  Wat- , and  had  six  children:  Sarah,  William, 

kins,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  April  27.  1856,  aged  Joseph,  Ignatius,  James  and  Elizabeth.  The 
sixty-seven  years.  (7)  Isaac  was  never  married ; succeeding  generations  in  this  branch  of  the 
after  enlisting  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  he  family  are  as  follows: 


was  taken  sick  and  died  near  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Daniel  Mallett,  second  son  of  Philip  and  | 
Sarah  (Frost)  Mallett  was  born  December  3,  | 
1781,  and  became  a farmer  in  West  Redding,  i 
•where  he  died  April  1,  1851,  aged  sixty-nine 
years,  three  months  and  twenty-eight  days.  He 
first  married  Mrs.  Mary  (Sanford)  Couch  (widow 
of  Thomas  Couch),  who  was  born  November  15, 
1779,  and  died  January  29,  1S2S.  aged  forty- 
eight  years,  two  months,  fourteen  days.  On 
November  .28.  1829.  he  married,  for  his  second 
wife, Mabel  Hill,  who  was  born  December  17, 
1791,  and  died  December  17,  1845,  aged  fifty- 
four  years.  Theie  were  no  children  by  the  last 
onion,  but  by  the  first  there  were  three,  viz.: 
Aaron,  our  subject's  father,  is  mentioned  more 
fully  be’low.  (2)  Mary,  born  March  6,  1814, 
died  October  9,  1832,  aged  eighteen  years,  seven 
months,  three  days.  (3)  Samuel,  born  Septem- 
ber 7,  1 8 1 0.  went  to  Bridgeport  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  and  in  1847  removed  to  New  Haven, 
where  he  practiced  dentistry  successfully  until 
nearly  the  close  of  his  life.  He  died  April  21, 
1877.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Ann  (Turney),  whom 
he  married  in  1840,  died  February  14,  1873, 
when  about  fifty  years  of  age.  They  had  three 
children:  (a)  Lizzie  Turney,  born  March  16, 

1831,  was  married  December  30,  1874,  to  Dr. 
Walter  Judson,  and  they  had  one  son,  Lewis 
Mallett,  who  was  born  November  12.  1 P 8 1 , and 
died  December  31,  1883.  (b)  Samuel  Sanford, 

born  August  1,  1852,  was  married  October  to, 
1883,  to  Miss  Carrie  1.  Ketchum,  and  has  three 
children.  Charlie,  born  March  1,  l8Sc;  Mary 

Gornelia,  born  April  10,  1891,  and  a son. 

born  January  2,  1 896.  (c)  Daniel  Trowbridge, 

born  April  16,  1862,  was  married  June  11.  1890, 
to  Miss  Aleine  Rowland. 

Aaron  Mallett,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Redding,  March  20.  1809, 
and  died  December  30,  1889.  In  early  manhood 
he  taught  school,  but  the  .greater  portion  of  his 


(ID  William  Hill,  who  died  December  19. 
1684,  married  Elizabeth  and  had  seven  children: 
Sarah,  who  married  Richard  Widdon;  William, 
who  is  mentioned  below;  Joseph,  who  died  in 
1696  leaving  no  children;  John,  who  married 

Jane — . and  died  in  1727;  Eliphalet.  who 

married  Esther , and  died  in  1695; 


Ignatius,  and  James. 

(III)  William  Hill  died  in  1728  leaving  four 

children:  Sarah;  William;  Joseph;  and  David, 

who  married  Abigail , and  died  in  1 7 3/  • 

(IV)  Deacon  William  Hill,  who  died  in  1739. 

married  Sarah — , and  had  three  children: 

Joseph:  William,  who  died  in  1775;  and  David. 

(V)  Deacon  loseph  Hill,  born  April  1,  i&99. 

died  March  6,  1 797.  aged  over  ninety-seven  years 
He  was  married  March  30,  173b  t0  ^ 1[31, 
Dimon,  who  died  April  25,  1774,  and  they  M 
six  children:  Abigail,  born  March  21,  1 7 3 * • 

Sarah,  August  21,  1733;  David,  April  22,  i/3- 
(died  March  26.  1760):  Ebenezer,  whc > is  men- 
tioned below;  Jabez,  June  t7, 1744  (diedOctobei 
9.  2 779) t and  Moses,  January  li>  1 74 
October  3,  1777)-  _ , 

(VI)  Ebenezer  Hill,  born  February  26, 1 '/4  • 
died  March  2;,  1798.  On  January  17.  >7  ■ 
married  Mabel  Sherwood,  who  was  born  Dec 
her  8,  .745.  and  died  October  20,  1820. . ™ 
children  were:  David,  born  July  7-  / : ^ 

December  24.  1848;  Ebenezer,  the  ne 
line  of  descent:  Seth,  born  Decern i er  . ' ' 
died  December  10,  1825;  Dimon,  or  ,jaV 
1771,  died  December  8,  1793;  ’hnrn  Sep 

3.  ]774.  April  » 

tember,  1776.  died  July  8,  I//9- _ ,abez  born 
August  29,  1 7/8.  died  July  22,  1/79-  J E,tl)e!. 
June  13.  i/8o.  died  August  2,  1807,  a ^ 
born  October  26,  1785,  died  Aug  ■ Eebr... 

(VII)  Ebenezer  Hill,  born  in Fairhe  . ]n 

ary  20,  1768.  died  in  Redding,  May  5. 

May,  >79'.  be  married  Sarah  Bar!  , ^ ^ 
of  Nathaniel  Barlow,  of  Redding. 
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born  January  i6,  1770.  and  died  April  11,  1845.  I Roda  Ann,  George  and  Mary.  (4)  Samantha 
Their  children  were:  Mabel,  born  December  17,  1 married  Gersham  Hill,  as  above  stated.  (5) 
179J,  who  married  Daniel  Mallett,  and  died  of  | Sallie  married  James  Jeams,  and  had  one  daugh- 
consumption  December  16,  1845*  leaving  no  | ter,  Esther,  who  lives  in  Danbury.  (6)  Mary 
children;  Nathaniel  Barlow,  born  October  23,  I married  Le  Grand  Sturges.  (7)  Elizabeth  mar- 
1793;  Gershom,  our  subject's  grandfather;  Eben-  I ried  Benjamin  Betts,  and  had  four  children— 
ezer,  born  October  n,  1797,  died  June  10,  1875;  I Elizah,  Samuel,  Charles  and  Mary.  (8)  Samuel 
Moses,  born  October  7,  1804;  Jabez,  born  March  I Gregory  married  Eleanor  Fillow,  and  had  three 
5,  1808,  who  died  of  consumption  at  Key  West,  I children — Eleanor,  Samuel  and  Lewis.  (9)  Lu- 
January  27,  1831,  aged  twenty-three  years.  I cinda  married  James  Betts,  and  had  three  chil- 
(VIII)  Gershom  Hill  was  born  March  10,  | dren — Harriet,  Clarissa  and  William.  (10)  The 
1796,  and  died  January  4,  1871.  He  married  | youngest  died  in  infancy. 

Samantha  Gregory,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  1 
Roda  (Ogden)  Gregory,  and  had  three  children: 

Abbie  Jane,  born  October  25,  1820,  the  mother  1 \jfsTf  E.  WEED,  M.  D.,  health  officer  of  the 
of  our  subject;  Moses,  born  January  4.  1S24;  WL  town  of  Ridgefield,  and  one  of  its  lead- 
and  Mabel,  born  November  27,  1830,  died  Octo-  | jng  general  practitioners,  was  born  July  9,  1861, 
ber  26;  1896.  The  Hill  family  has  been  promi-  | in  New  Canaan,  Fairfield  county,  Connecticut, 
nent  in  various  ways,  and  a cousin  of  Mrs.  Abbie  The  Doctor  is  a grandson  of  Luther  Weed, 
Jane  Mallett.  Hon.  Ebenezer  Jabez  Hill,  who  | of  North  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  a 
was  born  in  Redding,  Conn.,  August  4,  1845,  is  | son  of  Robert  G.  Weed,  now  of  Bridgeport,  this 
a political  leader  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  | State.  Our  subject  commenced  his  literary 
in  1896  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate.  1 education  in  the  public  schools  of  Bridgeport, 

Through  his  mother  Mr.  Mallett  is  also  related  | later  attending  for  two  and  a half  years  the  priv- 
to  the  Sanford  familj',  whose  head  in  this  country  j ate  school  of  Emery  F.  Strong,  of  that  place, 
was  Timothy  Sanford.  The  succeeding  genera-  | When  this  course  was  completed  he  was  seven- 
tions  are  here  given:  (II)  Joseph  Sanford  married  I teen  years  of  age,  and  he  shortly  after  began  the 
and  had  nine  children,  viz. : Nehemiah,  born  Jan-  I study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  F.  J.  Young,  of 
uary  10,  1725-26;  Elnathan,  October  11,  1727;  Bridgeport,  under  whom  he  continued  same  off 
Phebe,  November  20.  1729;  Ann.  February,  and  on  until  his  medical  education  was  com- 
1 73 1 — 32 5 Timothy,  February  8,  1733-34;  Jo-  pleted.  After  one  year's  continuous  study  with 
seph,  June  20,  1736;  Nathan,  August  15,  1738;  Doctor  Young  he  matriculated  at  the  Medical 
James,  December  14,  1740,  and  Stephen,  July  College  of  Yale  University,  where  he  remained 
16,  1743.  (Ill)  Timothy  Sanford,  son  of  Jo-  for  one  year,  and  then  rested  a year  on  account 
seph,  born  February  8,  1733-34,  died  leaving  a of  weak  eyesight;  the  three  years  following  he 
widow,  Esther,  and  two  children.  She  married,  prosecuted  his  studies  in  the  College  of  Physi- 
for  her  second  husband,  a Mr.  Stebbins.  The  cians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  graduating  there 
children  of  Timothy  and  Esther  Sanford  were  from  in  1883. 

Huldah,  born  August  29,  1770,  and  Mary,  born  Doctor  Weed  took  up  the  active  practice  of 
November  21,  1779.  (IV)  Mary  Sanford  mar-  his  profession  on  his  own  account  in  the  spring 
ried  (first)  Thomas  Couch,  by  whom  she  had  five  of  1884,  locating  at  West  Cornwall,  Conn., 
children:  Edward;  Esther,  born  January,  1799;  where  he  continued  fora  period  of  three  years. 
Timothy  Sanford;  Moses,  born  March  20,  1803;  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  removed  to  Ridgefield, 
and  Thomas,  born  July  4,  1805.  After  the  death  where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  and  although 
of  Thomas  Couch  his  widow  married  Daniel  he  began  his  career  here  in  the  face  of  much  op- 
Mallett,  and  thev  had  three  children,  viz.:  Aaron  position,  he  has  succeeded  in  acquiring  an  en- 
Mallett,  the  father  of  our  subject,  Mary  and  viable  professional  and  personal  reputation,  and 
Samuel,  all  of  whom  are  mentioned  above.  a lucrative  general  practice.  He  is  progressive, 

Our  subject’s  maternal  grandmother,  Sa-  enterprising  and  public-spirited,  and  as  a citizen 
mantha  (Gregory),  was  one  of  a familv  of  ten  of  his  adopted  town  has  shown  decided  interest 
children  born  to  Samuel  and  Roda  '(Ogden)  in  her  welfare  and  improvement.  He  was  ap- 
Gregorv.  Rebecca  married  a Mr.  Jellifie,  and  had  pointed  health  officer  for  a term  of  four  years 
seven  children — Eliza,  Polly,  Derinda,  Juletta,  and  is  filling  the  office  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
Samuel,  William  and  Jane.  *(2)  Roda  married  concerned.  He  does  not  take  any  active  interest 
Lewis  Beers,  and  had  four  children — Sarah  Ann,  in  politics,  in  National  matters  voting  with  the 
William,  Mary  ]ane  and  Malvina.  (3)  Juletta  Republican  party,  and  in  local  affairs  supporting 
married  Seth  F'illow,  and  had  three  children—  the  man  he  considers  best  fitted  for  the  office. 
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Fraternally  he  affiliates  with  Jerusalem  Lodge 
No.  49,  F.  & A.  M.t  Ridgefield,  ol  which  he  is 
master  at  present,  and  with  Pilgrim  Lodge  No. 
46,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  Ridgefield,  of  which  he  is  past 
grand. 

In  1884  Doctor  Weed  was  married  to  Miss 
Minnie  F.  Hillman,  daughter  of  Frederick  Hill- 
man, of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  three  children,  namely:  Ches- 
ter, Mabel  and  Louise.  The  family  attend  the 
Episcopal  Church  at  Ridgefield. 


JrOHN  E.  and  JOSEPH  A.  MECHALEY, 
who,  under  the  firm  name  of  Mechaley  Bros., 
have  conducted  a bicycle  business  in  Stam- 
ford for  the  past  six  years,  are  the  acknowledged 
leaders  in  their  line  in  the  city,  and  are  classed 
among  the  most  enterprising  and  solid  young 
business  men  in  this  section. 

The  brothers  have  lived  in  this  part  of  Fair- 
field  county  all  their  lives,  both  having  been  born 
in  South  Norwalk,  John  E.  in  1855,  and  Joseph 
A.  in  1873.  They  were  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Stamford,  and  both  learned  the  print- 
er's trade  with  the  Stamford  Herald , later  for 
about  two  years  having  the  management  of  the 
Herald  office,  at  No.  91  Main  street.  The  elder 
brother  now  took  a position  on  the  Town  Crier, 
and,  Joseph  joining  him,  they  worked  together  on 
that  paper  for  three  years,  until,'  in  1S92,  they 
embark’ed  in  the  bicycle  business.  Their  first 
establishment  was  at  No.  82  Main  street,  in  the 
stationery  store  of  the  Town  Crier,  and  in  1893 
they  opened  a store  in  Luther  street,  where  they 
also  did  business  one  year,  in  1894  moving  into 
new  quarters  at  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Atlantic 
streets,  where  they  have  since  remained.  In 
August,  1897,  they  purchased  the  Seeley  & Adams 
store  and  bicycle  stock  at  No.  68  Atlantic  street, 
next  to  the  Congregational  church,  which  they 
have  also  continued,  John  E.  having  charge  of 
the  first-named  store  and  Joseph  of  the  new  one. 

From  the  very  start  Mechaley  Bros,  have 
enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  in  Stam- 
ford in  their  line,  and  in  the  face  of  competition 
— for  new  agencies  are  constantly  appearing — 
they  have  had  an  increasing  trade  from  year  to 
year,  in  both  their  selling  and  repairing  depart- 
ments. Though,  as  above  related,  they  have  re- 
moved several  times  to  satisfy  the  demands  of 
their  growing  business,  they  areat  the  piesent  time 
obliged  to  economize  their  space  very  ciosely. 
Their  stores  ate  neat  and  well-appointed  in  every 
respect,  and  in  their  repair  shop  they  pride  them- 
selves upon  being  equipped  with  facilities  for  exe- 
cuting even  the  most  difficult  work  promptly  and 


satisfactorily.  In  addition  they  teach  riding, 
and  have  an  extensive  trade  in  the  renting  line. 
Altogether  these  young  men  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated for  the  substantial  position  they  have 
already  obtained,  and  the  high  regard  in  which 
they  are  held  by  the  citizens  of  Stamford,  who  re- 
spect them  for  their  industry,  integrity  and 
energetic  business  ways.  They  are  prominent 
members  of  the  Stamford  Wheel  Club,  and 
Joseph  is  also  a member  of  the  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M. 

John  E.  Mechaley  was  married  in  Stamford 
to  Miss  Helen  Tucker,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren: Ada  and  Florence  Virginia. 

Joseph  A.  Mechaley  was  married  in  Stamford 
to  Miss  Adeline  De  Camp,  daughter  of  Alexan- 
der De  Camp. 

Adam  J.  Mechaley,  the  father  of  the  two 
young  men  above  spoken  of,  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, on  the  Rhine.  His  father  was  a mer- 
chant in  that  country.  Adam  received  his  edu- 
cation in  his  native  land,  and  came  to  America 
when  about  twenty  years  of  age,  locating  first  at 
Yonkers,  N.  Y. , where  he  was  in  the  employof 
the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Company.  Remov- 
ing thence  to  South  Norwalk,  Conn.,  he  engaged 
in  the  retail  shoe  business,  and  in  about  1878  he 
settled  in  Stamford,  where  he  took  the  position 
of  overseer  for  john  Hubbard.  Later  he  entered 
the  service  of  John  J.  Taylor,  in  the  same  capac- 
ity, and  he  still  remains  with  him.  Mr.  Mecha- 
ley was  married,  in  South  Norwalk,  to  Miss  Frar. 
ces  Hart  wick,  also  a native  of  Germany,  and  the; 
have  reared  a family  of  four  children,  'i*-- 
John  E.,  Jessie,  Joseph  A.  and  Frank,  he 
daughter  is  now’  the  wife  of  John  J.  0 Conne  , « 
mason  and  builder  of  Stamford;  they  have  one 
child — Frances. 


rrAMES  H.  RYAN,  late  of  Bethel.  The 
| Ryan  family  originated  in  Ireland, 

' subject's  parents,  Patrick  and 
ireagan)  Rvan.  were  both  natives  0 . 

ipperarv.  They  came  to  America  eajin 
id  located  at  Lee,  Mass.,  where  the  a he  ^ 
nployed  for  many  years  in  a paper-m  • ^ 

ere  five  children  in  their  family 
ased;  Michael  L.,  our  subjects  Parln®[/Jman. 
. ; Sarah,  who  married  John  Carr,  0 

Conn.;  and  Thomas  F who  learned^ 

ug  business  with  O.  P-  Atw'°°  ’ ■ . a(  par,- 
ass.,  and  is  now  a successful  drugg 

iry.  this  county.  machinist  s 

Michael  L.  Kyan  learned  and. 

ade  with  E.  P-  Tanner, _ of  e®’  „]oVed  lor 
ter  coming  to  this  section,  w Mac|1fne'  Com- 
veral  years  by  the  Danbury 
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pany.  He  now  gives  his  attention  to  the  ma- 
chinist work  in  connection  with  the  business  of 
the  firm.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Catholic,  be- 
longing to  St.  Mary’s  Church  at  Bethel.  He  was 
married  at  Danbury  to  Miss  Nellie  McCarthy, 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Sarah  C. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  July  14, 
1859,  at  Dee,  Mass,  and  at  an  early  age  he 
learned  the  plumber’s  trade  with  H.  C.  Phelps, 
of  that  place.  After  working  there  for  some  time 
as  a journeyman  he  followed  the  trade  in  Lenox 
and  Pittsfield,  Mass.;  Ottawa,  Canada,  and 
Balston  Spa,  Rodman,  Watertown  and  Ogdens- 
burg,  N.  Y.  Later  he  came  to  this  county,  and 
lor  three  years  before  settling  in  Bethel  was  in 
the  employ  of  C.  S.  Andrews,  of  Danbury.  On 
October  1,  1889,  he  formed  a partnership  with 
W.  S.  Wortman,  engaging  in  business  in  Bethel, 
and  on  April  1,  1890,  the  firm  of  Ryan  Brothers 
was  organized,  our  subject  taking  charge  of  the 
plumbing  and  tinsmithing.  Mr.  Rvan  is  a de- 
vout Catholic,  as  are  all  the  members  of  his  fam- 
ily, and  is  identified  with  St.  Mary's  parish  at 
Bethel. 


LEWIS  F.  JUDSON,  of  Stratford,  is  one  of 
1 the  able  and  enterprising  citizens  of  that 
town,  and  for  a number  of  years  has  been  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  raising  first-class  vegetables 
and  fruits  for^he  local  market. 

Mr.  Judson  descends  from  a good  old  English 
family,  and  William  Judson,  the  first  of  the 
name  to  come  to  America,  was  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Stratford.  Stiles  Judson  (1), 
our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  owned  a large 
tract  of  farming  land  in  this  count}',  and  made 
his  home  in  the  village  of  Stratford.  Stiles 
Judson  (2),  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  his  services 
being  recognized  by  a pension,  and  he  became  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  settling  in  the  town  of 
Stratford. 

George  T.  Judson  was  born  and  reared  in 
Stratford,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
throughout  his  life.  For  a number  of  years  he 
also  carried  on  mercantile  business  in  a store  on 
his  farm,  which  fronted  on  Main  street,  Strat- 
ford. He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  for 
many  years  was  a prominent  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  His  death  occurred  March 
1880,  and  his  wife,  Marv  Fairchild,  who  was 
horn  in  Stratford,  May  to,  1S10,  died  in  July, 
tSSj.  She  belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  highly  respected  families  of  the  county, 
and  her  father,  Lewis  Fairchild,  who  was  born  in 
Jy94>  was  a leading  citizen  of  Stratford.  Five 


children  were  born  to  George  T.  and  Mary  Jud- 
son— Mary,  who  married  Walter  P.  Beers,  a 
salesman  in  New  York  City;  Sarah,  wife  of  Gil- 
bert Terry,  also  a salesman  in  the  metropolis; 
Lewis  F.,  our  subject;  George,  a Congregational 
minister  at  Winsted,  Conn.;  and  Thomas,  an 
electricion.  now  residing  in  the  South. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  24,  1857,  at 
the  old  home  in  the  town  of  Stratford,  and  his 
education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  and 
the  academy.  On  leaving  school  he  engaged  in 
agricultural  work  at  the  homestead,  in  which  he 
has  ever  since  continued,  building  up  a fine  busi- 
ness as  a market  gardener.  His  farm  comprises 
twenty-five  acres,  and  is  most  advantageously 
located,  a line  of  street  cars  running  past  it.  Mr. 
Judson  takes  much  interest  in  local  affairs  and  in 
the  work  of  the  Republican  party,  and  two 
years  ago  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  select- 
man, which  he  filled  with  characteristic  fidelity. 
On  September  27,  1881,  he  married  Miss  Anna 
Caldwell,  a native  of  England,  who  came  to 
America  in  childhood  with  her  father,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  and  was  reared  in  New  York.  The  only 
child  of  this  union,  Elsie,  was  born  July  23,  1882, 
and  died  April  17,  1896.  Mr.  Judson  and  his 
wife  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  are  in  hearty  sympathy  with 
all  progressive  movements. 


’^jfrT'lLLlAM  SHELDON,  a well-known  con- 
V'jr  tractor  and  builder  of  wide  reputation, 
and  whose  work  in  that  line  in  Norwalk,  Fairfield 
county,  alone  will  remain  as  lasting  memorials  of 
his  skill,  is  a native  of  that  town,  born  January 
1,  1849,  of  Scottish  descent. 

Aaron  Sheldon,  grandfather  of  William,  was 
a native  of  Massachusetts,  where  he  followed 
farming  all  his  life,  and  there  was  born  his  son 
Warren,  father  of  our  subject.  Warien  was  a 
stone  mason  by  trade,  which  he  followed  in  Mas- 
sachusetts for  a time,  from  there  coming  to  Nor- 
walk, Conn.,  while  yet  a young  man,  and  marry- 
ing Emeline  Barnes,  of  that  place.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Barnes,  a farmer  of  that 
locality,  and  a descendant  of  English  immigrants. 
To  Warren  and  Emily  Sheldon  were  born  five 
children,  namely:  Warren,  Emeline,  William, 

Frank,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  Of  these, 
Warren  died  in  Norwalk  in  1847;  Emeline  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Louis  Elword,  and  after 
his  decease  she  wedded  Samuel  Hull,  of  Norwalk. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  in  August,  1885,  a 
lifelong  Democrat;  his  widow  is  yet  living. 

The  subject  proper  of  these  lines  was  reared 
in  Norwalk,  and  at  the  early  age  of  nine  years 
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began  working  on  a farm,  etc.,  but  before  long 
he  commenced  learning  the  trade  of  stone  mason 
with  his  father.  When  eighteen  years  old  he 
began  contracting  and  building  for  his  own  ac-  i 
count,  and  has  ever  since  successfully  continued  | 
in  that  line,  doing  an  extensive  business,  and  has  [ 
taken  and  executed  probably  the  largest  building 
contracts  in  Norwalk,  in  fact,  he  is  recognized  as 
the  leading  stone  mason  in  that  town. 

Mr.  Sheldon  married  Miss  Mary  Smith,  a 
native  of  England,  and  seven  children  were  born 
to  them,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living,  all  still 
single,  to  wit:  William,  John,  Anna  M.  and 

Allesis.  The  mother  of  these  departed  this  life,  i 
and  Mr.  Sheldon  subsequently  wedded  Hannah  j 
Hartnett,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  is  now  also  I 
deceased.  His  present  wife  was  Miss  Mary  Nol-  i 
an,  a lady  of  Irish  extraction,  and  two  children,  I 
Lizzie  and  Stephen,  grace  their  union. 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church,  and  Mr.  Sheldon  is  identified  with  a 
local  Catholic  organization;  in  his  political  pref- 
erences, up  to  three  years  ago.  he  was  a pro- 
nounced Democrat,  but  since  then  he  has  been 
a stanch  Republican.  The  entire  family  enjoy 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  a wide  circle  of  friends, 
while  their  home  is  a bower  of  hospitality  and 
comfort. 


JrAME£5  A.  HOUSE.  When  Robert  Fulton’s 
steamboat  made  its  first  trip, when  Eli  Whit- 
ney invented  the  cotton  gin,  such  revolution 
the  world  of  labor  and  mechanics  took  place  that 
the  working  classes  were  startled.  Could  they 
have  looked  forward  to  to-day.  and  beheld  the 
modern  labor-saving  devrces,  they  would  have 
stood  aghast.  We  have  Edison,  with  his  mar- 
velous brain  still  working  out  some  new  wonder, 
and  Tesla,  and  many  others,  with  the  descrip- 
tions of  whose  work  the  papers  are  filled;  yet 
there  are  other  inventors,  whose  inventions  are 
fully  as  useful,  but  whose  names  are  not  so  well 
known.  Such  a one  is  he  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch — James  A.  House,  who  was  born 
April  6,  1838. 

James  House,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  Vermont,  and  for  some  time 
made  his  home  in  Rutland,  that  State,  but 
later  lived  in  Little  Meadows.  Penn.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Hepzibah  Newton,  who  was  of  English 
descent,  and  they  had  three  children:  Ezekiel 

N. , father  of  our  subject ; William  A. ; and  Royal 
E..  who  invented  the  first  printing  telegraph. 
Ezekiel  Newton  House  was  born  in  Rutland,  Vt., 
and  later  lived  in  New  York,  where  he  was  cor- 
poration architect  in  the  'forties.  He  married 


Miss  Susan  King,  of  New  York  City,  by  whom  he 
had  three  children:  Hepzibah  (who  married 

George  C.  Bishop,  of  Rochester),  James  Alford 
and  Henrv  A.  The  father  of  this  family  died  in 
) 86;. 

James  A.  House,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
review,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
passed  his  boyhood  days,  and  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools.  The  education  he  here  obtained 
was  supplemented  by  attendance  at  the  schools 
in  Little  Meadows,  Penn.,  and  Owego,  N.  V. 
He  early  developed  the  mathematical  skill  that 
is  essential  to  the  success  of  the  true  architect, 
and  under  the  guidance  of  his  father  began  the 
study  of  architecture,  later  studying  with  0.  L. 
Wheelock,  and  still  later  with  J.  M.  Van  Osdel, 
of  Chicago.  His  abilities  soon  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  his  teachers,  and  he  was  entrusted 
with  work  far  beyond  that  his  years  would  have 
warranted.  When  only  twenty-one  he  was  as- 
sistant superintendent  of  the  building  of  the  large 
Jesuit  church  (Church  of  the  Holy  Family)  on 
the  West  side.  Chicago.  Shortly  alter  he  had 
attained  his  majority  he  began  the  study  of 
mechanical  engineering,  and  for  three  years  con- 
tinued this  in  Chicago.  He  began  his  actual  work 
as  a mechanical  engineer  at  Rockford,  111.,  work- 
I ing  on  agricultural  implements,  but  he  soon  decid- 
! edtoreturn  east, and  in  Brooklyn, N.  Y.,  was asso- 
I ciated  with  his  brother,  Henry  A.,  in  the  manu- 
facture of  button-hole  machinery.  They  are  the 
joint  inventors  of  the  button-hole  machine,  and 
the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Sewing  Machine  Com- 
I panv  aie  still  running  on  their  patents.  During 
I the  progress  of  the  Civil  war  our  subject  had  the 
contract  for  making  button-holes  on  the  army 
clothes. 

In  1862  they  left  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  came 
to  Bridgeport,  licensing  the  Wheeler  & Wilson 
Company  to  manufacture  machines  on  a royalty. 
Five  years  later  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Company 
bought  out  their  interests  in  the  patents,  and 
employed  the  House  Brothers  on  a salary.  Our 
subject  remained  with  them  ten  years,  but  his 
brother  Henry  A.  staid  only  one  year.  Mr. 
Hou.se  has,  in  all,  over  three  hundred  patents, 
on  forty-six  different  articles,  such  as:  cotton- 
harvesting  machine,  steam  engine,  sewing  ma- 
chines, button  holes,  tucking  edges,  carpenter's 
biace,  baby  chair,  belt  tightener,  lawn  mower, 
button-hole  cutter,  rubber  corner  for  trunks, 
trunk  stays,  trunk  hinge,  machine  for  making 
scroll-saw  blades,  scroll  saws,  corset-shaping 
machine,  apparatus  for  molding  corsets,  for  floss- 
ing corsets,  mechanical  foot  power,  plyers  for 
setting  buttons  on  shoes,  stocking  supporter 
clasp,  bank  check  punch,  method  for  making 
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one  of  thr  II  I St  } >| I . fit  II  I n in  thr  1 :t\,  iiin! 
is  h.phiy  f‘!c  i :;.i  (1  l v ai!  who  ki;<  li  in  h r In1 

inti  pnty  and  upi  pht  I t ..imp  He  is  a n..<n  i f 
great  ivccutive  abhitv  ..ml  be-mtss  tart,  and  bis 

<mir  it  i,sr  o | i'imh  c w ,ns  t<  r In tti  t lit'  t> m h n * 

gard  of  all  his  i ii. j ii  v i * 

JOKl’H  I'.Kl'M!  !■<«  >.  img  men  in  this 
section  have  n :•<:<-  a nut  |i'  m;Mi  g start  in 
life  than  has  t h * t j i ■ - . r : j:  buM.nt  'S  n.a  n of 
Gr.tnwich,  the  ••.!.•<•!  «„.-m:  « r of  the  welbkm  « n 

hrm  of  Banks  .V  Br-oh.  dt.tbrs  in  oa!.  wood, 
lumber.  and  all  k . r !»  < ) 1 i: • ' « mate r ;.t ,s.  liny 
have  the  1 a r • st  t:„dr  in  ti.tir  line  of  .my  f.tni 
m the  town,  and  Mr.  hni'-h  s i mity,  ahmty,  in- 
tegrity, and  tart  |„iu  1 < m it  a ding  farters  in 
fiieir  surcess. 

Our  suh'ect  is  a native  id  Grttuwich  U "ii- 
•c!i!p.  having  be*  n Pin  January  20.  i at  <■  <"S 
Cob,  and  he  is  a di  st  i r.d.mt  of  two  of  the  old- 
70 


rst  families  of  the  town.  In  the  paternal  line 
he  is  of  tfic  t-.fth  generation  in  dt-s<  ent  from  Ed- 
w.,id  Hiush.  who  came  to  Fairfield  county  from 
l.,  I -,c  Bland  about  i;oo.  accompanied  by  a 
1 r.  trier,  and  engaged  in  agriculture.  Benjamin 
Brush,  a son  of  Edward,  married  Samantha 
hi  v lu  1 is.  and  they  had  a son  Joseph,  our  sub- 
jet t s grandfather,  who  became  one  of  the  lead- 
i;  ,•  i i.s  i, (-vs  men  of  this  section  in  his  day,  con- 
(bn  t , n p an  extensive  general  mercantile  store  at 
( i s ( ,,p  fie  also  shipped  large  quantities  of 
p . * s it!  tn  that  point  to  other  markets,  and  was 
li,<  j ,i  nt  er  meal  par  her  and  shipper  of  Grecn- 
w ii  h township.  He  married  Sarah  A.  Mead,  a 
ii  ein'  er  of  another  prominent  family  of  the 
low  n 

h <.nu< min  T.  Brush,  our  subject's  father,  was 
b m at  l os  (.Ob,  October  2,  lM<>,  and  was  edu- 
< .i i < < 1 m the  ilistnct  srfn  ols  of  that  locality,  and 
m fl.r  aiadtmy  at  Gn . nwirh.  then  conducted 
bv  Bbilaiuler  Button.  In  early  manhood  he  a<- 
s : si t d Ins  father  m the  store  at  Cos  Cob,  and  as  the 
1 inn  os  of  meat  packing  and  shipping  required 
ir, in  h of  Jus  attention  he  b<  < a me  especially  famil- 
iar with  the  details  of  the  butcher's  trade.  After 
a time  he  engaged  in  that  business  in  Stamford, 
.•ml  later  returning  to  Cos  Cob  fie  wmt  inti 
I artra  r-hip  with  bis  brother  Amos  in  a general 
Mote  and  meat  market.  His  last  Mars  were 
spent  at  (jieenwich  village,  wfiere  he  conducted 
a ii n at  market  on  Ciernwii  h avenue  for  some- 
turn  He  was  an  excellent  citizen  and  a sue - 
t >•« s f ul  luisiness  man,  and  while  he  was  never  a 
eker  after  official  positions  he  took  keen  interest 
in  public  ejuest ions,  and  voted  the  Hetnocratic 
tukel  regularly.  His  death  occurred  June  1 
iSj;.  am!  his  remains  now  tepose  in  the  ceme- 
;uv  of  tfie (.  ongrrgalional  Cliurch  at  Greenwich, 
with  which  he  and  his  estimable  wife  united  many 
veais  ago.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Mead,  and 
they  had  five  children,  as  follows:  Henry  M., 

who  resides  in  New  York  City;  Charles  M. ; Jo- 
seph, the  subject  proper  of  thissketch;  Gertrude 
I...  who  died  at  the  ape  of  sixteen;  and  Annie 
L. , w ho  died  in  1 897. 

( >n  the  maternal  side  our  subject  is  of  the 
ninth  generation  in  America  of  the  well-known 
M t ad  family.  His  mother,  who  is  a highly  re- 
spected resident  of  Greenwich,  w as  born  at  Indian 
f u Id.  and  is  a direct  descendant  of  John  Mead 
ii  .the  noted  pioneer,  who  came  from  England 
m 1642,  and  located  in  tooo  in  Greenwich, 
w here  fus  death  occurred  about  seven  years  la- 
in. J‘  hn  Mead  (2),  a son  of  the  pioneer,  mar- 
ried a Miss  Hotter,  of  Stamford,  and  died  in  1696. 
Hbene/er  (t;,  the  next  in  line  of  descent,  was 
l-.rn  in  1663,  and  died  about  1 728,  and  he  and  his 
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wife,  Sarah  Knapp,  became  the  ancestors  of 
many  of  the  name  in  this  section.  Ebenezer 
(2),  who  married  Sarah  Howe,  was  born  Octo- 
ber 25,  1692,  and  died  May  — , 1 77 5.  Jonas  (1), 
born  December  25,  1725.  died  September  14, 
1785.  Jonas  (2).  our  subject’s  great-grandfather, 
who  married  Hannah  Hibbard,  was  born  April 
13,  1784,  and  died  August  2,  1871.  Deacon 
Charles  Mead,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  February  4,  1812,  and  died  in  January, 
1898.  He  married  Rachel  Sackett,  and  among 
their  childien  was  Judge  Whitman  S.  Mead,  of 
Greenwich,  whose  biography  appears  elsewhere 
with  a more  complete  account  of  the  ancestry 
of  this  branch  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Brush  was  but  a child  when  his  parents 
removed  horn  Cos  Cob,  and  the  greater  portion 
of  his  life  has  been  spent  at  Greenwich.  His 
education  was  begun  in  a private  school,  but  la- 
ter he  attended  a public  school  in  Greenwich. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  accepted  a desira- 
ble position  in  New  York  City,  where  he  re- 
mained about  six  years,  returning  home  to  take 
the  post  of  teller  for  the  Greenwich  Trust  & 
Deposit  Co.,  which  he  filled  satisfactorily  until 
his  resignation  in  1S95.  Having  determined  to 
embark  in  his  present  business  he  organized  the 
firm  of  Banks,  Brush  & Mead,  they  buying  out 
the  extensive  trade  of  Waterbury  & June,  estab- 
lished in  1S68.  In  1895  the  firm  became  Banks 
& Brush,  the  other  partner  retiring.  The  busi- 
ness is  constantly  increasing,  and  in  1896  the 
trade  of  another  firm  was  absorbed.  Mr.  Brush’s 
energy  and  shrewdness  are  proverbial,  and  his 
straightforward  methods  have  won  him  unlimited 
confidence  in  commercial  circles.  Socially,  he 
is  popular,  and  he  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Greenwich.  While 
not  ambitious  for  political  distinction.be  is  a firm 
supporter  of  Republican  principles,  and  at  one 
time  he  held  the  office  of  township  auditor;  he 
has  been  identified  for  several  years  with  the 
Amogerone  Fire  Company  of  Greenwich.  All 
movements  tending  to  local  improvement  com- 
mand his  hearty  approval. 


/PVEORGE  M.  BENEDICT,  junior  member 
yjfi  of  the  well-known  grocery  firm  of  Einnev 
& Benedict,  was  born  in  New  Canaan,  Fairfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  November  27,  >853,  a son  of  James 
M.  and  Phn-be  /Mills)  Benedict,  the  former  being 
a shoemaker  and  highly  respected  citiz.en  of  New 
Canaan,  and  the  latter  a daughter  of  Rufus 
Mills,  a stone  mason  by  trade,  who  came  of  an 
old  English  family. 

George  M.  Benedict  attended  the  district 


schools  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  On 
reaching  that  age  it  became  necessary  for  him  to 
take  up  the  battle  of  life  for  himself.  Coming 
to  Norwalk,  he  was  employed  by  the  Norwalk 
Lock  Company  of  South  Norwalk  for  three  years, 
proving  himself  a faithful  worker,  conscientious 
in  his  outlook  for  his  employer’s  interests.  For 
some  time  he  was  employed  in  the  foundry  of 
the  Austin  Parsons  Co.,  and  then  for  two  years 
found  employment  in  a hat  factory.  In  1875  he 
and  William  J.  Finney,  Jr.,  with  remarkable 
foresight  for  such  young  men,  saw  the  possibili- 
ties for  a successful  grocery  business,  if  it  were 
based  on  a solid  foundation.  They  accordingly 
formed  a co-partnership  under  the  firm  name  ol 
Finney  & Benedict,  and  beginning  in  a small 
way,  they  established  themselves  firmly  in  the 
commercial  world  of  Norwalk.  The  business 
has  grown  much  since  those  days  of  early  strug- 
gles, and  is  now  one  of  the  most  extensive  in 
that  line  in  the  county,  while  the  proprietors  are 
enabled  by  their  carefully  invested  capital  to 
spend  some  time  in  the  enjoyments  of  the  fruits 
of  their  business  sagacity. 

On  September  25,  1879,  George  M.  Benedict 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  Armstrong, 
a daughter  of  Isaac  Armstrong,  of  Brooklyn, 
and  a native  of  the  Empire  State.  Two  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union:  Jessie  and  Howard 

Melville. 

Mr.  Benedict  is  a Republican  in  his  political 
faith,  and  works  much  and  faithfully  for  his  par- 
ty’s interests.  He  is  public  spirited  and  pro- 
gressive, keenly  alive  to  the  needs  of  his  town, 
and  willing  to  contribute  liberally  toward  all  im- 
provements. For  twenty-two  years  he  and  Mr. 
Finney'  have  faced  the  storms  and  stress  of  busi- 
ness together,  and  have  by  their  fair  and  honor- 
able dealing,  and  upright  lives,  brought  them- 
selves close  to  the  hearts  of  their  fellow  towns- 
men. 


JrOHN  G.  LAUTH.  As  one  of  the  leading 
I German-born  citizens  of  Stamford,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  deserves  prominent  men- 
tion in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Lauth  was  born  March  18,  1847,  in 
Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany,  and  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place.  Dur- 
ing his  boyhood  he  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years, 
and  later  he  was  employed  as  a journeyman  for 
three  years  in  Frankfurt  and  other  cities  of  tht 
Fatherland.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  came  to 
America,  landing  at  New  York  City,  where  he 
remained  about  fifteen  months,  thence  moving  to 
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\X7I!-1.1AM  H SMITH.  The  ! rant  h r ( the 
H Sn.itli  h.n.i.v  if  which  tins  well-kmwn 
1 '"•<?*  nl  c { Sin  n n a u.t  mber,  u as  i ‘■tabb.-h'  d 
in  ( - nn*T tjoit  r ,,ny  \ • ,,r.s  .,y, 

^ ; hf.i-.-i,  Sn  t h ( i , tin-  gn  at-grar.dfathi  r cf 
' ur  'r!  ;.<ct.  w.,i  1,  in  taut, 

nd  it  is  1 -t , it.  \ « 1 that  he  riM.Vd  f,  >r  s.  me  t ;■;.«• 

r \ ^ ' 1 * ^ ' had  > • \ i n s ns : K . - w 1 1 1. 

-f.ir.ntn,  Iitus.  h,i\  :,d,  S\lM<:er,  L,  \ : .» r; 
1 ,u  At. son,  all  c ( wh  :n  rtmeved  to  Suomit- 
V*"na  I • :n  t;^;,  and  I<  •'.»!*  <5  m 

he  tl.m  w ii-K  im».  , .: , h.m.i.g  a large  tract  of 
"n  in  what  is  i,<  w the  fi.  uri'hmg  t<  wn  of 
rank. m.  Ar.s  -n  was  killed  while  ftll.np  trees 


;r;  t ! .«*  !,  rmt.  The  descendants  of  these  brothers 
ate  n -w  i.iin.t  rmis.  many  of  them  residing  at  or 
mar  Ir.inh.in.  and  on  August  27,  1897,  they 
h»  Id  a Ten  nr  n there,  our  subject  being  one  of 
the  gu»  vtc 

1 ; i.r.nrn  Smith(2h  our  subject's  grandfather, 
w.iv  i in  at  ( hednre,  tonn.,  and  died  Novem- 
; <r  A-  at  his  homestead  in  Franklin.  He 

wm  a Wh  g m politics,  and  in  religions  connec- 
tii  n.  l.hr  ::.e  nnpority  of  the  family,  was  a mern- 
’* ' r <f  the  I’leshytcnan  Church.  His  wife, 
uf..  <-e  n .rahn  name  was  Sarah  Tuttle,  was  also 
a native  of  Connecticut.  They  had  four  chil- 
•hen  N'  lll  am,  d,e«  eased,  was  a farmer  near 
1 r.ti.kl  n.  Merab  married  Covel  Park,  a farmer 
m the ‘.one  locality;  Kphraim  is  mentioned  more 
f div  !■<  I"w;  and  Sally  married  Levi  Fellows,  a 
homer  near  Franklin. 

1 ; hr..;m  Smith  (3).  our  suliject's  father,  was 
1 rt:  at  t fie  hotm-Mead  in  Franklin,  and  his  lile 
w .,s  s’  > nt  in  that  neighborhood.  He  married 
M M..ry  Parmiin,  a native  of  Franklin,  and 
ti*e  daughter  of  Stephen  Barnum,  an  early  set- 
t el  tl.ete.  who  was  doubtless  related  to  the 
1 airfn  Id  county  family  of  that  name.  Alter  Ins 
malt. age  our  subject's  father  purchased  a farm 
r < ar  the  old  homestead,  and  for  many  years  (ol- 
i'  wed  agricultural  pursuits,  his  death  occurring 
m i S 7 1 In  his  later  years  he  was  a Repub- 
1 a an,  and  in  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife,  who 
died  in  iSS2.  were  devout  Presbyterians.  They 
had  Mvm  children:  Frances,  widow  of  Joseph 
M'  niman,  a merchant  of  Franklin,  where  she 
tiow  r<  side?;  Sarah,  deceased,  who  married  O. 
M Hall,  a farmer  near  Franklin;  Stephen  A.,  a 
\eteian  of  the  Civil  war,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
• a i m mg  mar  Franklin;  Lavinia  M.,  wife  of  Ed- 
s' n I'u  kt  i mg.  a farmer  at  Montrose;  Elijah  B., 
a farmer  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.;  William  H..* 

. :r  su!  act;  and  Hiram  F.,  who  occupies  the  old 
i.i  m e s t each 

Cur  subject  was  born  September  12,  1846,  at 

I raiikiin,  1 « nn..  and  remained  at  the  old  farm 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one.  He 
th»n  went  to  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  to  learn  the 
imners  trade,  which  he  followed  about  nine 
\-ars.  two  \tars  of  the  time  being  spent  in  this 

I I ant v.  at  Birmingham,  now  Derby,  where  he 
i*  ated  in  1874.  In  1876  he  entered  the  factory 
of  the  Brewster  Corset  Company,  of  that  place, 
s;  ■ riding  two  years  as  cutter,  and  he  was  subse- 
quently promoted  to  the  post  of  superintendent 
of  the  entire  plant,  which  he  held  for  about 
twenty  \ ears.  In  1801  he  went  to  California, 
his  hialth  having  failed,  and  on  his  return  six 
months  later  he  sought  outdoor  occupation,  three 
years  of  which  brought  great  improvement.  In 
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1S94  he  resumed  his  work  with  the  Brewster 
Company,  but  his  health  would  not  permit  him 
to  continue,  and  on  March  14,  1898,  he  retired. 
His  earnings  have  been  wisely  invested,  and  he 
owns  property  in  Shelton,  which  he  rents.  On 
May  3,  1S77,  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Maria  R. 
Hinman,  daughter  of  Charles  Hinman,  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  Westville,  Conn.  No  children 
have  been  born  to  this  union.  Mr.  Smith  and 
his  wife  are  well-liked  socially,  and  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  Ousatonic  Lodge  No.  6,  ].  O.  O.  F.,  at 
Derby.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 


M'  G.  GELSTON.  Doubtless  many  of  our 
_ _ readers,  in  tracing  their  ancestral  lines  to 
a point  where  uncertain  tradition  brings  their 
researches  to  an  early  and  unsatisfactory  ending, 
have  realized  the  value  to  future  generations  of 
this  attempt  to  preserve  in  substantial  form  the 
information  still  obtainable  concerning  the  gen- 
ealogies of  our  citizens,  together  with  such  ac- 
counts of  the  men  of  to-day  as  will  serve  to  con- 
tinue the  record  for  the  use  of  posterity. 

In  the  case  of  the  subject  of  this  biography,  a 
well-known  agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Sherman, 
the  line  of  descent  is  traced  through  six  genera- 
tions to  a citizen  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  wealthy  and  to  have  owned 
mills  on  the  river  at  that  city.  He  seems  to 
have  had  a large  family  of  sons,  of  whom  Sam- 
uel was  educated  lor  the  ministry,  and  Hugh  for 
mercantile  business,  while  Thomas  sailed  the 
high  seas  in  a trading  vessel  owned  by  himself. 
In  1717  Samuel  and  Hugh  came  to  America,  lo- 
cating on  Long  Island,  at  Southampton.  These 
appear  to  have  been  the  only  members  of  the 
family  who  made  a permanent  home  in  this 
country,  but  Thomas  is  said  to  have  come  to  New 
York  in  his  ship,  and  afterward  sailed  down  the 
coast  of  Long  Island  to  visit  his  brothers.  It  is 
believed  that  a nephew  came  at  a later  date  and 
remained  a short  time.  Rev.  Samuel  Gelston 
was  for  many  years  the  pastor  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  at  Southampton,  but  later  he  resigned 
that  charge  and  settled  in  or  near  Goshen,  New 
York. 

Hugh  Gelston,  from  whom  our  subject  traces 
his  descent,  became  a prosperous  merchant  at 
Southampton,  and  took  a leading  part  in  political 
movements  in  his  locality,  serving  for  some  years 
as  county  judge,  and  holding  various  other  offices 
in  the  county  and  State.  He  died  December 
>3.  1/75.  seventy-eight  years.  His  first 

wife,  Mary  (Maltby),  died  July  21,  1737,  and  he 
subsequently  married  Mary  Pelletreau,  widow  of 
Francis  Pelletreau.  By  the  first  union  there 


were  ten  children,  as  follows:  Mary,  born  Jan- 
uary 19,  1718,  died  October  9,  1740;  Susannah, 
born  March  28,  1721,  married  Col.  Josiah Smith; 
Maltby,  born  March  20,  1823,  died  September 
22,  1783;  Sarah,  born  March  10,  1725,  died 
April  14,  1784;  Samuel,  born  March  24,  1727; 
Jane,  born  April  13,  1729;  Hugh,  bom  July  19, 
1730,  died  May  19,  1734;  John,  born  July  17, 
1732,  died  February  26,  1734;  Thomas,  born 
Mavis,  1734,  died  April  1,  1752;  and  Hugh  (2), 
born  September  13,  1735,  died  December  1, 
1815.  Bv  the  second  marriage  there  were  three 
children:  Chatfield,  who  died  at  an  early  age; 

Mary,  who  is  thought  to  have  married  Elias 
Howell;  and  Jerusha  (Mrs.  Sanford),  who  died  in 
January,  1841,  at  the  age  of  ninety. 

Hugh  Gelston,  the  youngest  son  by  the  first 
union,  was  born  and  reared  on  Long  Island  and 
became  a farmer  by  occupation.  On  November 
17,  1763,  he  married  Phcebe  Howell,  by  whom 
he  had  one  son,  Maltby. 

Rev.  Maltby  Gelston,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  born  at  the  old  homestead  at  South- 
ampton, July’  17,  1766.  and  his  education  was 
begun  in  the  local  schools.  At  an  early  age  he 
expressed  a desire  to  enter  the  ministry,  and 
having  prevailed  upon  his  father  to  permit  him 
to  take  a course  in  Yale  College,  he  matriculate 
there  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  and  pursued  his 
studies  until  1791,  when  he  was  graduated. 
Doctor  Stiles  being  at  that  time  the  president  01 
the  institution.  He  made  no  profession  of  relig- 
ion until  1792,  when  he  united  with  the  nes  }- 
terian  Church  at  Jamaica,  Long  Island.  He 
studied  theology  with  Rev.  Jonathan  t -■ 
of  New  Haven,  and  in  1794.  was  Iicen*ed  1 
preach  by  the  New  Haven  Association.  n 
ginning  his  active  work  he  preached  with  ac  p 
fance  in  various  places,  including  West  Granville, 
Mass.,  Roxbury.  Conn.,  and  M est  ’ ,hil 
and  in  the  fall  of  1796  he  came  to  Sherman,  ^ 
county,  where  he  iound  the  Church  in 
aging  state,  many  divisions  having  a^e  ' , h 
lieving  i,  to  be  «.W I » '« 

decided  to  remain,  and  on  April  26,  797’  , |00 
installed  as  pastor,  at  a year  y sa  a Qn 
pounds  sterling,  and  a few ^cords  f ^wel! 

July  17,  J798.  . of  Kent  Conn 

daughter  of  Rev.  Joel  Bordwell,  erf  Ken  ' S0I 
She  died  April  26,  1S50,  and  he  did  no  1 S 

vive  her,  his  death  occurnng  December  ^. 

They  had  seven  children,  of  whom  0 BeJtsey 
father,  Hugh  Gelston,  was  the  ’)9i  ,894 
born  March  7,  1801,  died  Hied  April  2: 
Phcebe,  born  September  1 5.  18 1 3 ’ died  Febru 
1841;  Maltby,  born  April  30,  10  5-  goS; 
ary  9,  «893:  Jane,  born  February  ,. 
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Mary,  born  May  30,  1812,  died  November  11, 
1888;  Mills,  born  August  27,  1817. 

Hugh  Gelston,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  December  17,  1799,  in  the  town  of  Sherman, 
and  during  several  years  of  his  boyhood  he  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  that  locality,  thus 
acquiring  a good  practical  education.  Owing  to 
poor  health  he  did  not  pursue  a higher  course  of 
study,  but  at  an  early  age  engaged  in  farming. 
He  always  took  a prominent  part  in  local  affairs, 
holding  various  township  offices,  and  for  long 
periods  he  served  as  judge  of  probate  and  clerk  of 
the  board.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a Re- 
publican. In  religious  work  he  showed  keen  in- 
terest, and  throughout  his  life  he  was  a faithful 
member  of  the  Church  at  Sherman,  in  which  he 
served  for  many  years  as  deacon  and  clerk,  retain-  : 
ing  both  offices  until  old  age  made  him  too  feeble  | 
to  perform  the  duties  attaching  to  them.  His  j 
death  occurred  June  1 8,  J 8S2.  Mr.  Gelston  mar-  I 
ried  Cornelia  Gailord,  daughter  of  David  and  | 
Armida  (Geddings)  Gailord,  a former  prosperous  I 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Milford,  Litchfield  Co.,  j 
Conn.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  a family 
of  five  children,  the  others  being  Mary  E.,  born 
March  27,  1829,  died  August  5,  1834;  Jane,  born 
November  9,  1830,  who  did  not  marry;  Betsey, 
born  March  5,  1833,  who  married  Ferris  Leach, 
a farmer  of  the  town  of  Sherman;  and  Paulina 
W.,  born  October  3,  1835,  who  married  J.  O. 
Northrop.  I^etsey  has  had  five  children:  Mary 

E.,  born  March  6,  1 86 3 , died  Aprii  4,  1883;  Levi, 
born  July  2t,  1863,  died  in  June,  1872;  Maltby 
G.,  born  December  26,  1865;  Watson  F.,  born  1 
March  17,  1868;  and  Anna,  born  September  22, 
1873,  died  June  8,  1874. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  sketch  was  born 
February  9,  1 847,  at  the  old  home  in  the  town  of 
Sherman,  and  after  acquiring  an  elementary  ed- 
ucation in  the  local  schools  was  sent  to  different 
institutions  in  Bridgeport  and  New  Milford,  grad- 
uating from  the  Naples  Academy.  On  leaving 
school  he  returned  home  and  assisted  in  the  work 
of  the  farm.  When  he  was  nineteen  years  old 
he  met  with  a strange  experience.  While  work-  \ 
ing  in  his  father's  shop  during  a thunderstorm  he  j 
was  struck  by  lightning,  the  fluid  entering  on  his  | 
left  side  below  the  shoulder  blade  and  passing 
under  his  arm,  around  his  chest  and  down  his  leg, 
where  it  tore  his  boot  to  pieces  before  proceed- 
ing on  its  way.  It  burned  a large  hole  in  the 
floor  and  passed  downward  through  a wagon  top 
on  the  lower  storv  of  the  shop  and  into  the 
ground.  Mr.  Gelston  was  unconscious  for  some  < 
time  after  the  shock,  and  the  effect  upon  his 
nerves  has  not  yet  worn  off  entirely,  but  he  may 
consider  himself  fortunate  to  survive  such  an  ac- 


cident. Mr.  Gelston  has  devoted  his  attention  to 
agriculture,  and  still  occupies  the  old  homestead. 
In  politics  he  is  a strong  Republican,  but  he 
does  not  aspire  to  office.  From  early  manhood 
he  has  been  a leading  worker  in  the  Church  at 
Sherman,  and  in  March,  1879,  he  was  made  a 
deacon,  while  at  various  times  he  has  served  as 
trustee,  clerk  and  treasurer. 

On  February  9,  1875,  Mr.  Gelston  married 
Miss  Sophia  Geddings,  who  was  born  June  2, 
1849,  the  daughter  of  Alfred  Geddings,  a farmer 
of  the  same  town,  and  his  wife  Mary  (Picket). 
Three  children  were  born  of  this  union:  Cor- 

nelia. born  January  8,  1879;  and  two  who  died 
in  infancy,  unnamed. 


J ^jy^ILLIAM  J.  FINNEY,  Jr.,  whose  name 
jTjf'  is  so  familiar  to  the  citizens  of  Nor- 
i walk,  as  a member  of  the  popular  grocery  firm  of 
| Finney  & Benedict,  was  born  in  that  town,  Jan- 
I uary  19,  1853. 

William  J.  Finney,  Sr.,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  also  a native  of  Norwalk,  born  in  1803,  a 
son  of  Charles  Finney,  who  followed  farming  in 
Norwalk  all  his  life,  and  there  reared  his  three 
children:  Charles,  who  died  in  early  manhood; 

William,  Sr.;  and  Rufus,  a hatter  by  trade. 
William  J.  Finney,  Sr.,  was  raised  on  a farm, 
but  in  early  life  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  followed  until  his  retirement  from  active 
life.  He  married  Susan  Disbrow,  who  was  born 
in  Norwalk,  a daughter  of  Phineas  Disbrow,  who 
1 came  of  a numerous  and  ancient  family  of  the 
Colonies.  Four  children  were  born  to  William 
J.  Finney,  Sr.,  and  his  wife:  Charles,  a resident 
of  Salem,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  fol- 
lows carpentering;  George  E.,  a dry-goods  sales- 
man, and  William  J.,  Jr.  The  father  of  this 
family  first  affiliated  with  the  Whigs,  later  join- 
ing the  ranks  of  the  "G.  O.  P,”  where  he  is  still 
found.  Religiously  he  and  his  family  incline  to 
the  Methodist  faith.  Mrs.  Finney  died  July  28, 

1 89t. 

William  J.  Finney,  Jr.,  spent  his  early  days 
j in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  attending  the  schools 
1 at  Norwalk;  and  also  a private  school.  Shortly 
after  he  had  passed  the  seventeenth  anniversary 
of  his  birth,  he  entered  the  shoe  store  of  a Mr. 
Brown,  as  clerk,  remaining  one  year,  and  then 
entering  the  grocery  store  of  Gould  D.  Jennings, 
where,  for  three  years,  he  studied  the  details  of 
that  business  and  acquired  the  practical  knowl- 
1 edge  that  has  added  so  materially  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  present  firm  of  Finney  & Benedict. 
In  1875  he  formed  the  co-partnership  with  George 
M.  Benedict  (who  is  mentioned  elsewhere),  and 
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now  for  twenty-two  years  this  firm  has  prospered 
and  increased  in  scope  until  it  rivals  any  firm  in 
similar  line  of  business  in  Fairfield  county,  and 
the  proprietors  are  rated  among  the  most  sub- 
stantial of  men. 

On  October  to,  1879,  Mr.  Finney  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Carrie  E.  Vaille,  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam Vaille,  a native  of  Litchfield  county.  Four 
children  have  graced  this  union:  Mable,  who 

died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Arthur  G.;  Myrtle, 
and  Glenna.  Mr.  Finney  votes  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  the  entire  family  attend  the  Methodist 
Church,  to  which  they  contribute  liberally.  They 
occupy  an  honored  social  position,  and  their 
comfortable  home  is  often  thrown  open  to  their 
many  friends. 


GEORGE  l.  ABBOTT  has  for  a number  of 
years  conducted  the  largest  flour,  feed  and 
grain  business  in  or  about  Ridgefield,  and 
occupies  an  enviable  position  among  the  success- 
ful business  men  of  this  section.  He  was  born 
November  13,  1858,  in  Irvington,  Westchester 
Co.,  New  York. 

Samuel  Abbott,  grandfather  of  George  I.  Ab- 
bott, was  a native  of  Ridgefield,  and  was  of 
English  descent.  He  lived  in  West  Lane  Dis- 
trict, where  he  owned  a valuable  farm  of  1 50 
acres,  and  in  addition  to  its  cultivation  was  en- 
gaged as  a cattle  drover,  being  a heavy  dealer, 
especially  in  oxen  and  milk  cows.  Capable  in 
business  and  successful  in  all  his  undertakings, 
he  was  a man  of  some  prominence  in  his  day 
and  locality,  where  he  was  well  and  favorably 
known.  He  had  a family  of  six  children,  viz.: 
Ruth,  Mrs.  Seymour;  Harriet,  unmarried;  Char- 
ity. who  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  Abbott  Nash; 
William,  who  wedded  a daughter  of  Walter 
Smith,  and  lived  in  Norwalk,  Conn.;  Mary,  who 
married  Francis  Meeker,  of  Ridgefield;  and 
George. 

George  Abbott  was  born  at  Ridgefield,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood.  Choosing  the  mercan- 
tile business  for  his  life  work,  he  commenced  as  a 
clerk  in  New  York  City,  returning  thence  to 
Ridgefield,  where  he  opened  the  corner  store 
now  being  conducted  bv  Mr.  Smith,  doing  a gen- 
eral merchandise  business.  After  four  or  five 
years  in  this  place  he  sold  out  to  Mr.  Keeler  and 
went  to  Brooklyn,  where  he  embarked  in  the 
furniture  business,  continuing  same  for  a period 
of  about  five  years,  when  he  again  sold  out. 
Removing  to  Irvington,  N.  Y.,  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Charles 
Adams,  in  the  grocery  business,  conducting  the 
same  for  about  six  years  at  Irvington,  and  for  the 


following  nine  years  at  Yonkers,  where  he  had  an 
extensive  trade.  His  health  being  poor,  he  re- 
turned to  Ridgefield,  and  there  from  1865  to 
1875  he  carried  on  a general  merchandise  busi- 
ness, which  he  sold  out  in  the  year  last  men- 
tioned to  the  firm  of  Seymour  & Borhite  (L.  C. 
Seymour  and  Philip  Borhite).  His  next  enter- 
prise was  the  boot  and  shoe  store  and  bakery, 
which  his  son  took  later,  and  which  he  ran  until  his 
retirement  from  active lifein  1887.  Mr.Abbottwas 
essentially  a self-made  man.  He  was  possessed 
of  good  judgment  in  business  matters,  and  was 
decidedly  successful  in  life,  financially  and  other- 
wise. Had  he  desired  official  honors  he  might 
have  had  them,  but  he  took  little  active  interest 
in  public  affairs,  and  no  part  in  politics  beyond 
casting  his  vote,  supporting  the  Republican 
party.  In  religious  connection  he  was  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  was  an 
officer  in  same.  He  married  Fannie  S.  Adams,  a 
daughter  of  Stebbins  Adams,  of  South  Salem,  N. 
Y.,  and  they  had  three  children — Eva  T..  who 
became  the  wife  of  Dr.  G.  S.  Kendall,  a dentist 
of  South  Norwalk;  George  1.;  and  Annie  C.,  who 
married  Henry  L.  Hoyt,  a farmer  of  Ridgefield. 
The  parents  of  this  family  are  both  deceased,  the 
father  passing  away  in  July,  1895,  the  mothertn 
August,  1888. 

George  I.  Abbott  received  a good  education, 
attending  the  district  schools  of  Ridgefield  and 
Brown’s  private  school  at  Cannon  Station,  onn. 
He  continued  at  school  until  about  eig  teen 
years  of  age,  and  has  all  his  life  read  more  or  less, 
keeping  himself  especially  well  informed  on [cur- 
rent events.  On  beginning  life  in  earnes , 
clerked  for  a time  with  his  father,  succeedi  g 
him  in  the  bakery  business  above  mentions, 
which  he  carried  on  about  four  years,  a" 
selling  same  he  conducted  a bakery  in 1 Brooklyn  tor 
three  years.  The  year  following  he t «* ' “ 
employ  of  Smith,  Gray  & Co.,  m e 
business  in  Brooklyn,  and  then  com'D®  , j„ 

Ridgefield  commenced  the  flour,  fee  8 

business,  to  which  he  has  since  given 
time.  The  concern  has  been  ma.ertaly  « 
larged  during  the  past  tew  yea*.  andM  ^ 
bott  has  the  largest  patronage,  in  h ' 
section.  He  has  me.  with  mos  sa factory  » 


cess,  and  may  well  be  proua  oi  r quired. 
has  attained  and  the  property  he  an() 

He  takes  a lively  interest  in  local  "sures 
gives  his  influence  and  suppor  L:,.0wnan(i 
for  the  welfare  and  advancemen  0 h Dep0b- 
T it*  his  father  he  is  a stanch  Y 


lican'in  political  faith,  but  is  not  active  m P^) 

affairs.  . . • „e  with Miss 

Mr.  Abbott  was  united  in  marnag 
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Catharine  Barry,  daughter  of  John  Barry,  of 
New  York  City,  and  three  children  have  blessed 
this  union,  namely:  Robert  Oakley,  Louis  Ar- 

nold and  Catharine  Muriai.  The  family  attend 
the  M.  E.  Church. 


JAMES  MILLER.  This  well-known  citizen 
owns  a fine  farm  in  the  town  of  Danbury, 
Fairfield  county,  and  another  in  the  town  of 
Kent,  Putman  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  ranks  among  the 
successful  agriculturists  of  his  vicinity.  He  has 
devoted  much  attention  to  the  breeding  of  fine 
grades  of  cattle  and  horses,  making  a specialty  of 
the  latter.  Several  fast  horses  of  wide  reputa- 
tion have  been  reared  by  him,  one  of  them  the 
celebrated  “Lady  Bismarck/'  now  a six-year- 
old  with  a record  of  2:25^,  which  has  since  been 
lowered  to  2:2tJ.  She  was  bought  two  years 
ago  bv  Mr.  Bennett,  of  Danielsonville,  Conn., 
but  Mr.  Miller  has  some  promising  colts  in  his 
stables  at  the  present  timt. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  1,  1S49,  in  the 
town  of  Kent,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  V.,  son  of  Charles 
Henry  and  grandson  of  Henry  Miller.  His 
father,  who  was  born  in  the  same  town  in  1829, 
married  Miss  Matilda  Lee.  a native  of  that  local- 
ity, born  in  1832,  and  both  are  still  living  at  the 
old  homestead.  The  Lees  were  early  settlers  in 
the  town,  Obadiah  and  Rachel  Lee,  our  subject's 
great-grandparents,  and  Thomas  and  Esther 
(Meade)  Lee,  "his  grandparents,  having  had  their 
home  there.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  three  children,  the  others  being  Violet 
and  Robert. 

James  Miller  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  towns  of  Kent  and  Patterson,  and 
in  a private  institution  at  Patterson,  N.  Y.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  to  work  as  a farm 
hand  lor  various  parties,  and  after  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  about  twenty-one 
years  old,  he  rented  a farm  in  his  native  town 
and  operated  it  for  six  years.  He  then  bought 
the  “Moses  Mead  farm  ” of  125  acres  in  the 
same  town,  but  soon  disposed  of  it,  realizing  a 
profit  of  $1,000  on  the  transaction.  His  next 
purchase  was  a large  farm  belonging  to  F.  H. 
Ludington,  of  the  town  of  Kent,  and  although  he 
soon  sold  a portion  of  this  he  still  owns  100  acres. 
Another  profitable  deal  was  made  in  the  purchase 
of  an  estate  from  Aaron  Disbrow,  which  he  sold 
two  years  later  at  an  advance.  In  1881  Mr. 
Miller  moved  across  the  State  line  and  located 
upon  a rented  farm  at  Balls  Pond,  in  the  town  of 
New  Fairfield,  this  county,  where  he  remained 
five  years,  engaging  extensively  in  dairying  and 
keeping  from  seventy-five  to  eighty  cows.  In 


1888  he  bought  his  present  homestead  of  100 
acres  in  Danbury  District.  He  raises  general 
crops,  and  also  keeps  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
head  of  cattle  in  addition  to  a goodly  number  of 
horses. 

In  1869  Mr.  Miller  married  Miss  Susie  E. 
Tompkins,  of  the  town  of  Kent,  Putnam  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  a daughter  of  Howard  and  a granddaughter 
of  Samuel  Tompkins.  Her  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Julia  Washburn,  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  andPhcebe  Washburn.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union,  four  now  living, 
viz. : Carrie  B.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  C.  Osborn, 

foreman  in  the  hat  factory  of  the  Tweedy  Manu- 
facturing Company;  Arthur  H.,  Maude  L.  and 
George  1.  are  at  home.  Another  son,  a twin  of 
George,  lived  but  a short  time.  Mr.  Miller  and 
his  wife  are  Baptists,  and  while  residing  near 
Ludingtonville,  N.  Y.,  he  was  a trustee  of  the 
Church  of  that  place.  He  also  takes  an  interest 
in  fraternal  society  work,  and  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  Danbury  Lodge.  In  politics 
he  is  a Republican,  but  no  aspirations  for  office 
have  disturbed  the  even  tenor  of  his  way. 


FREDERICK  H.  RICHMOND  is  a native  of 
Batavia,  N.  Y.,  where  his  father,  William 
Richmond,  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the 
livery  business.  He  married  Miss  Lydid  Durant, 
a sister  of  George  G.  Durant,  of  Bethel,  and 
three  sons  were  born  to  them,  the  eldest,  Harry, 
dying  at  the  age  of  twenty-one;  Edward  B., 
born  July  31,  1849,  and  Frederick  H.,  born  No- 
vember 5.  1856,  are  now  partners  in  the  busi- 
ness at  Bethel.  After  receiving  a practical 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  place  our 
subject  decided  to  seek  his  fortune  in  this  sec- 
tion, being  prompted,  doubtless,  by  the  fact  that 
his  uncle.  George  G.  Durant,  was  then  a suc- 
cessful hatter  at  Bethel.  On  January  1,  1871, 
Edward  Richmond,  our  subject’s  brother,  en- 
tered Mr.  Durant’s  factory  to  learn  the  trade, 
and  on  August  19,  1872,  Frederick  H.  followed 
his  example.  Edward  finally  became  superin- 
tendent and  bookkeeper  in  the  establishment, 
and  in  1877  Frederick  took  charge  of  the  factory 
as  foieman.  They  continued  thus  until  October 
1,  1884,  when,  having  saved  some  money  from 
their  earnings,  they  purchased  the  business,  and 
on  May  1,  1892,  Mr.  Durant  re-entering  the 
business,  the  firm  became  Durant  & Richmond 
Brothers.  On  October  15,  1892,  the  factory 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  partnership  was 
dissolved.  " The  brothers  were  not  discouraged, 
however,  and  on  April  1,  1893,  they  purchased 
George  A.  Kinner’s  factory,  where  they  after- 
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ward  carried  on  the  business  successfully.  Dur- 
ing the  period  when  soft  hats  were  universally 
worn  they  made  a specialty  of  manufacturing 
them,  their  profit  enabling  them  to  *•  get  on  their 
feet  ” financially.  Later  they  manufactured  stiff 
hats  only,  and  in  this  line  they  commanded  a 
good  trade,  about  seventy-five  hands  being  em- 
ployed in  the  shop. 

Frederick  H.  Richmond  gave  much  of  his 
time  to  traveling  in  the  interests  of  the  firm,  and 
his  ability  as  a salesman  was  an  important  factor 
in  the  success  of  the  business.  On  November 
15,  1876,  he  was  married  in  Bethel  to  Miss  Eva- 
lyn  L.  Manly,  daughter  of  Ira  Manly,  and  four 
children  brighten  their  home:  Frank  F.,  Julia 

Evalvn,  George  Howard  and  William  Frederick. 
Socially,  the  family  is  prominent.  The  brothers 
are  both  identified  with  Eureka  Lodge  No.  83, 
F.  & A.  M..  in  which  Frederick  H.  holds  the 
rank  of  past  master:  Chapter  No.  23,  R.  A.  M. ; 
Crusader  Commandery,  K.  T.;  and  Pyramid 
Temple,  Mystic  Shnm 

Edward  B.  Richmond  was  married  at  Bethel 
to  Miss  Mary  Reid,  daughter  of  Hugh  Reid,  and 
five  children  have  bussed  this  union,  viz.:  Lilly, 
Hugh.  Harvey.  Charles  and  Eunice.  Mr.  Rich- 
mond takes  gieat  inteiest  in  local  affairs,  is  a 
leading  Republican,  and  at  present  is  one  of  the 
burgesses  of  the  borough.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Ciiurch  at  Bethel,  and  is 

active  in  the  work  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
* 

CHARLES  E.  ROWELL,  M.  D.,  who  is 
widely-known  in  professional  and  public 
circles  throughout  Fairfield  county  and,  indeed, 
this  section  of  Connecticut,  has  held  numerous 
officesof  honor  and  trust,  and  made  a most  envia- 
ble record  in  the  service  of  his  town  and  county. 
He  makes  his  home  in  the  city  of  Stamford. 

Doctor  Rowell  was  born  May  2,  1849,  in 
West  Concord,  Vt..  son  of  Frederick  and  Rosa- 
line (Banfil)  Rowell,  and  is  descended  from  Rev- 
olutionary stock,  his  gieat-grandfather,  Samuel 
Rowell,  having,  been  a soldier  in  that  war.  His 
preliminary  education  was  obtained  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  was  materially  improved  by  a 
period  of  service  in  the  Loos  Republican  office, 
at  Lancaster.  N.  H.,  where  he  acquired  a knowl- 
edge of  printing.  Later  he  learned  the  machin- 
ist's trade  at  the  Spent  er  Rifie  factory,  located 
in  the  old  Chickerine  building,  in  Boston,  Mass. 
In  the  fall  of  1869  he  joined  the  original  Greeley 
Colony  which  made  a ‘-ettlement  in  Colorado, 
and  the  year  following  joined  the  Chicago  Colony. 
His  residence  in  Colorado  was  a comparatively 
brief  one,  for  in  1871  we  find  him  studying  medi- 


cine with  Dr.  Charles  Snell,  of  Whitefield,  N. 
H.,  and  in  1872  he  continned  his  studies  under 
Dr.  George  Norton,  of  New  York  City.  In  1873 
he  graduated  from  the  New  York  Homeopathic 
College,  and  the  succeeding  year  from  the  New 
York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  in  March,  1874, 

1 commencing  practice  in  Lancaster,  N.  H., where 
he  resided  for  several  years.  In  February,  1880, 
he  settled  in  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 

! where  he  has  since  been  successfully  engaged  in 
the  duties  of  his  profession,  and  at  the  same 
time  followed  a busy  public  career.  Since  1886 
he  has  been  coroner's  medical  examiner,  and  in 
| 189b  and  1898  he  served  the  city  of  Stamford  as 
l member  of  the  health  board.  He  has  been  very 
1 active  in  political  circles,  being  one  of  the 
' ‘’wheel  horses  ” of  the  Republican  party  in  this 
■ section  of  the  State,  was  deputy  and  registrar  of 
j voters  from  j SS5  to  1S96,  and  for  a number  of 
; years  acted  as  chairman  of  the  Republican  com- 
1 mittee  lor  the  town,  borough  and  city  of  Stam- 
1 ford.  He  has  been  councilman  Irom  the  First 
' ward,  serving  in  1894  and  1897.  and  in  every  in- 
1 cumbency  he  has  discharged  his  duties  with  a 
1 promptness  and  fidelity  which  proved  him  de- 
1 serving  of  the  continued  honors  his  fellow  towns- 
! men  bestowed  upon  him.  In  November,  1896, 

] he  was  chosen  to  represent  his  district  in  the 
! State  Legislature,  and  he  became  an  active  mem- 
| her  of  the  House. 

Doctor  Rowell  is  prominent  in  fraternal  cir- 
I cles  as  a Mason,  Odd  Fellow,  member  of  the  0. 

I U.  A.  M.,  and  the  New  England  Order  of  Pro- 
I tection,  and  he  also  finds  time  to  devote  to  com- 
1 mercial  affairs,  being  a director  of  the  Board  of 
! Trade  and  the  Schleicher  Piano  Company.  He 
1 was  post  surgeon  for  Fairfield  county  from  1887 
I to  1897,  and  while  in  New  Hampshire  was  pen- 
1 sion  surgeon  for  the  northern  part  of  that  State 
I from  1876  to  18S0.  In  1874-76  he  served  as 
I health  officer  and  highway  surveyor  at  Lancaster, 

I New  Hampshire. 

On  December  25,  1872.  Doctor  Rowell  was 
l united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Arietta  Bolles,  of 
I Dalton,  N.  H.,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  chil- 
1 dien:  Dr.  J.  F.  Rowell;  George  P.,  who  is  a 

1 graduate  of  the  law  school  of  Yale  University; 
1 and  Dr.  Edward  E.  Rowell. 


1-SRAEL  P.  TAFFT  takes  a prominent  part  in 
the  business,  political  and  social  life  of  the 
city  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  county,  where  he  has 
. resided  since  1885. 

Col.  Henry’  S.  Tafft,  his  father,  was  born  at 
1 Charleton,  Mass.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
1 went  to  California  in  1849,  and  crossed  thelsth- 
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mus  of  Panama  on  foot.  He  lived  in  California 
several  years,  and  was  a member  of  the  Vigilance 
Committee  at  San  Francisco  in  1857.  Col- 
onel Tafft  returned  east  before  the  Civil  war,  dur- 
ing which  struggle  he  was  chief  signal  officer  of 
the  Department  of  the  South,  with  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel. The  seven  years  succeeding  the 
war  he  spent  on  a plantaion,  which  he  owned, 
in  South  Carolina,  and  engaged  in  raising  cotton; 
he  now  makes  his  home  in  Providence,  R.  1., 
where  he  is  carrying  on  a granite  business.  He 
is  an  active  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  for 
years  was  president  of  the  Signal  Corps  Associa- 
tion. Colonel  Tafft  was  married  at  Northbridge, 
Mass.,  to  Miss  Emma  A.  Plummer,  who  is  now 
deceased,  and  they  had  four  children,  viz.:  Israel 
P. ; Anita,  Mrs.  William  B.  Bradford,  of  Somer- 
ville, Mass.;  Grace  C.,  Mrs.  James  A.  Anderson, 
of  Chicago,  111.;  and  Harry  J.,  of  Somerville, 
Mass.  They  trace  their  descent  on  both  ma- 
ternal and  paternal  sides  from  Robert  Tafft,  who 
-came  from  England  and  settled  in  Mendon, 
Mass.,  in  the  year  1679. 

Israel  P.  Tafft  was  born  February  1,  1857.  in 
San  Francisco,  Cal.  During  the  Civil  war  the 
family  lived  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  and  after- 
ward for  seven  years  on  a cotton  plontation  on 
"St.  Helena  Island,  S.  C..  and  our  subject  ac- 
quired his  education  at  different  places,  first  at- 
tending school  in  Washington,  D.  C.  He  grad- 
uated fromtlje  high  school  at  Northbridge,  Mass., 
after  which  he  entered  Dean  Academy,  at  Frank- 
lin, Mass.,  and  on  leaving  that  institution  he 
went  to  work  in  the  general  store  of  Peter  M. 
Tafft,  at  Whitinsville,  Mass.,  where  he  remained 
■for  a year  and  a half,  in  the  meantime  rising  to 
the  position  of  first  clerk.  For  two  years  and  a 
half  following  he  was  engaged  in  cotton  buying 
at  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and  on  his  return  north  he 
became  traveling  salesman  for  the  Hall  Safe  and 
Lock  Company  for  one  year.  After  that  for 
short  periods  he  was  with  the  Diamond  Hill  (R. 
L)  Granite  Company,  and  the  dry-doods  house 
of  H.  B.  Keith  & Co.,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  re- 
spectively, in  1 8S0  entering  the  employ  of  Wil- 
liam Knowlton  & Sons,  of  West  Upton,  Mass., 
manufacturers  of  straw  goods,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained four  years,  learning  this  business  thor- 
oughly.  The  next  two  years  he  traveled  for 
Royston,  Hedges  A-  Co.,  straw  hat  manufactur- 
ers, of  Adrian,  Mich.,  having  the  western  terri- 
tory, and  in  1885  he  came  to  Stamford,  where 
he  took  the  position  of  bookkeeper  and  cashier 
with  Smart,  Patterson  & Rice,  straw  hat  manu- 
facturers. He  continued  with  the  house  in  this 
capacity  till  1S91,  when  he  became  a member  of 
the  firm  of  T.  B.  Smart  & Co.,  from  which  he 


withdrew  in  1893,  and  bought  an  interest  in  the 
I business  of  George  W.  Southwick,  dealer  in  mill 
| supplies.  This  partnership  was  dissolved  Jan- 
i uary  1,  1897,  but  Mr.  Tafft  continued  the  busi- 
| ness  in  Stamford  for  some  months.  In  June, 
i 1897,  in  company  with  John  S.  Davenport,  he 
j purchased  the  hardware  business  of  J.  G. 

| Houghton,  which  they  are  now  carrying  on. 

In  1878  Mr.  Tafft  was  married  in  Beaufort, 
S.  C.,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Nichols,  daughter  of  Dr. 
E.  G.  Nichols,  who  during  the  Civil  war  was 
driven  from  Florida  on  account  of  his  sympathies 
with  the  Union.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tafft  have  had 
born  to  them  a family  of  five  children:  Annie 
Louise,  Emma  Anita  (in  West  Upton,  Mass), 
Jennie  May  (at  Adrian,  Mich.),  George  Knowl- 
ton (in  Stamford),  and  Edith  Alston  (in  Stam- 
ford). 

Mr.  Tafft  has  always  been  active  in  the  life 
of  the  community  wherein  his  home  has  been 
made,  has  held  various  public  offices,  and  is 
interested  in  all  of  the  progressive  movements  of 
the  day,  especially  those  calculated  to  do  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number.  While 
living  at  Upton,  Mass.,  he  served  as  selectman 
of  the  town,  was  secretary  of  the  Farmers  Club 
and  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  was  chosen  as 
a delegate  from  Upton  to  several  County  and 
State  conventions.  He  was  an  officer  in  Com- 
pany M,  Sixth  Regiment  M.  V.  M.  for  four  years, 
and  during  his  residence  in  Adrian,  Mich.,  he  was 
secretary  of  Company  B,  First  Regiment  Mich- 
igan State  Troops,  for  two  years.  In  Stamford 
he  has  acted  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  six  years, 
and  in  1897  was  elected  a member  of  the  city 
council  from  the  Third  ward,  and  re-elected  in 
1898,  being  nominated  for  that  office  by  the  Re- 
publican party,  of  which  he  is  a stanch  supporter. 
He  is  also  president  of  the  city  council.  Relig- 
ious societies  and  interests  have  always  received 
a large  share  of  Mr.  Tafft's  attention,  and  he  is 
at  present  secretary  of  the  Church  Extension  So- 
ciety, director  and  chairman  of  the  gymnasium 
committee  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  parish  clerk 
for  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  In  fraternal  affiliation  he  is  connected 
with  Union  Lodge  No.  5,  and  Rittenhouse 
Chapter,  F.  & A.  M. ; with  Puritan  Lodge  No.  43. 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  order  he  is  prominent,  be- 
ing grand  guardian  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut;  with  Stamford  Council,  No. 
999,  Royal  Arcanum,  in  which  order  he  holds 
the  position  of  grand  chaplain  of  the  grand  coun- 
cil of  the  State  of  Connecticut;  and  with  the  New 
England  Order  of  Protection.  He  was  at  one 
time  secretary  of  the  Stamford  Rod  and  Gun 
Club. 
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CHARLES  F.  CRABB,  of  the  well-known  ily,  of  whom  an  account  is  given  below,  has  been 
firm  of  Crabb  Bros.,  builders  and  "contract-  prominent  from  pioneer  times.  He  attended 
ors,  Stamford,  Conn.,  is  a native  of  the  town  of  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town  for  some 
Stamford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  born  July  13,  years,  and  then  pursued  the  higher  branches  of 
1859.  study  at  Fort  Edward,  Suffield,  and  New  Marl- 

Charles  Crabb,  father  of  our  subject,  was  boro.  ]t  was  his  intention  to  enter  the  ministry, 
also  born  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  and  the  but,  owing  to  ill  health,  he  gave  up  the  idea,  and 
greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  passed  in  agri-  devoted  his  time  to  agriculture  as  a business, 
cultural  pursuits.  He  married  Miss  Ann  Amelia  His  interest  in  religious  work  did  not  lessen, how- 
Sarles,  and  children  were  born  to  them:  Sarah,  ever,  and  throughout  his  life  he  was  an  active 

Charles  F.,  Wilbur  L.  (in  Stamford),  Jennie  E.,  supporter  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  his 
Velina,  Theodore  A.  (in  Stamford),  Neltie  (in  locality,  holding  the  office  of  deacon  for  many 
Norwalk),  Lizzie,  Chester,  Harold,  and  Mary  (in  years.  On  November  16,  1875,  he  married  the 
Norwalk).  In  his  political  predilections  Charles  lady  whose  name  opens  this  sketch,  and  four  chil- 
Crabb  is  a Republican.  dren  blessed  the  union:  Eliza  G.,  born  August 

Charles  F.  Crabb,  whose  name  introduces  16,  1878,  died  September  29,  1879;  Alfred  S., 
these  lines,  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  his  I born  August  3,  1882;  Ella  M.  B.,  born  June  19, 
father’s  farm,  during  the  winter  months  attend-  i 1885;  and  Howard  C.,  born  November  21,188;. 
ing  the  district  schools.  At  the  ape  of  twenty-  Mrs.  Augusta  B.  Giddings  was  born  January 
one  he  commenced  learning  his  trade  with  War-  3,  1852,  a daughter  of  John  Gibbs,  a native  of 
ren  Kirk,  of  Stamford,  and  after  serving  his  ap-  Scotland,  who  came  to  America  at  the  age  of 
prenticeship  worked  at  same  until  1S94,  in  which  five  years.  He  received  a practical  education, 
year  he  and  his  brothers.  Wilbur  L.  and  Theo-  1 and  in  early  manhood  engaged  in  mercantile 
dore  A.,  under  the  firm  name  of  Crabb  Bros.,  I business  in  Rochester,  w'herejhe  died  September 

established  their  present  prosperous  business.  

This  enterprising  firm  have  a wide  reputation  in 
their  line,  and  have  built  many  houses  in  Mam- 
ford. 

At  Stamford  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Florence  Mead,  daughter  of 
Abel  Mead,  of  Greenwich,  Conn.,  and  three 
children  have  been  born  to  them:  Clarence, 

Lester  and  Carleton.  Socially,  Mr.  Crabb  is  a 
member  of  Stamford  Council  No.  999,  Royal 
Arcanum,  at  Stamford;  and  in  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  Bv  the  exercise  of  resolute 
will  and  persevering  industry  he  has  secured  a 
prominent  place  in  the  business  world. 


TfeJfrRS.  AUGUSTA  B.  GIDDINGS.  This  es- 
timable  lady  is  a resident  of  the  town  of 
Sherman,  where  she  is  held  in  high  regard  for 
her  excellent  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  Her 
husband,  the  late  George  C.  Giddings,  whose 
death  occurred  May  2,  1892,  was  a man  whose 
influence  was  widely  recognized  as  a power  for 
good,  and  Mrs.  Giddings  has  at  all  times  been  a 
friend  to  progress,  her  sympathies  being  none  the 
less  effective  because  expressed  in  the  quiet  ways  to  a pension  for  his  gallant  C?IJ1js  experience 
which  woman  s efforts  are  usually  restricted.  As  the  latter  struggle.  His  stones  0 jjeJ.jsj)e<j  tra- 
the  object  of  this  work  is  to  preserve  for  future  at  Ticonderoga  and  elsewhere  a ^ fljnt-lock 
generations  accurate  individual  histories  of  lead-  ditions  in  the  family,  an  ecendants  is  treas- 
ing  men  and  women,  the  following  finds  an  ap-  musket  which  he  left  to  bis  es  tjme.  He 
propriate  place  here:  ured  as  a priceless  relic  of  fna  hj]dL,.  Phmbe, 

The  late  George  C.  Giddings  was  born  May  married,  and  had  the  following  ^ 1778; 

5,  1847,  in  the  town  of  Sherman,  where  his  fam-  born  April  15,  >7771  Lucy, 


27,  1871.  His  wile,  tnza  (uouuwiuj, 
born  April  13,  1819.  died  November  12,  1853. 
Mrs.  Giddings  was  the  voungest  in  a family  01 
eight  children,  the  others  being  Benjamin  D.,born, 
October  16,  1838;  Juliet  P.,  March  24,  1 4h 
died  September  19,  1840;  James  A.,  May  2v. 
1843,  died  July  15.  iS65;  Calvin  B.,  February 
25,  1845,  died  July  28.  1845;  Alvira  A.  May 
1846,  died  April  15.  1851 ; John  F..  May  31. 
1848,  died  July  29,  1852;  and  Ella  C., J“n« .3  • 
1850,  died  July  13.  1 850.  I"  .853  M*G.d 
dings  was  legally  adopted  by  Calvin  H.  r P?  ’ 
the  town  of  Sherman,  and  his  wife,  " 

(Goodwin),  a sister  of  Mrs.  Giddings  ■ 
She  was  carefully  educated  under 
direction,  and  at  their  death  inherited  their  prop 
erty.  as  they  had  no  other  children 

The  Briggs  family  has  been  identified  «« 
this  county  since  I77°-  when  Zep  an  _me  to  the 
the  grandfather  of  Calvin  H.  Briggs, 
town  of  Sherman.  The  date  of  h.s  b.r  " 

fi.«»  ..  ,?3!.  * » 

he  was  102  years  old.  He  s ^ Rev0. 
French  and  Indian  wrnr,  als  -ranted 
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James,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
Newton,  born  July  8,  1782;  Elizabeth,  July  26,’ 
1785;  Solomon,  May  2,  1787;  John,  August  27, 
1788;  Abigail,  February—,  17—;  and  Patience, 
February  23,  17—.  James  Briggs,  the  father  of 
Calvin  H.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sherman 
August  31,  1780.  on  the  homestead  which  is 
now  occupied  by  our  subject.  At  an  early  age 
he  engaged  in  farming,  and  his  success  in  this 
calling  gave  him  a reputation  as  a judicious 
manager.  He  died  in  1859  in  his  seventy-ninth 
year,  and  his  wife,  Phoebe  Ferris,  who  was  born 
November  16,  1784,  died  in  iS— . They  had 
three  children:  Ophelia,  born  April  i,  1809, 

died  in  November,  18 — , unmarried;  Calvin  H. 
was  our  subject  s father;  and  Eusebia,  born 
April  28,  1814,  was  married  October  15,  J840, 
to  Ralph  Giddings.  The  late  Calvin  H.  Briggs 
was  born  January  3,  1811,  at  the  old  homestead 
in  the  town  of  Sherman,  where  he  was  educated 
and  later  engaged  in  agriculture.  He  was  active 
and  influential  in  local  affairs,  and  held  various 
offices,  including  that  of  justice  of  the  peace. 
The  questions  of  his  day  always  interested  him 
greatly,  and  in  politics  he  was  in  his  later  years 
a strong  Republican,  having  joined  that  party  at 
an  early  period  in  its  history.  He  was  married 
February  4,  1845,  to  Miss  Lois  H.  Goodwin, 
who  died  November  13,  1890,  and  his  own  death 
occurred  September  28,  1880. 

As  has  been  already  noted.  George  C.  Gid- 
dings was  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  the  county.  Joseph  Giddings,  his  great-great- 
grandfather, was  born  in  1714  in  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  and  in  1722  or  1723  removed  with  his 
father  to  Lyme,  Conn.  On  October  24,  1737, 
he  married  Eunice  Andruss  (or  Andrews),  of  Ips- 
wich, Mass.,  and  about  1752  he  located  with  his 
family  in  what  was  known  as  the  North  Society 
of  New  Fairfield,  Conn.,  his  lands  being  included 
in  the  tract  afterward  set  off  as  the  town  of  Sher- 
man. Owing  to  the  destruction  of  the  early 
records  of  New  Fairfield  by  fire,  the  precise  date 
of  his  removal  there  cannot  be  obtained,  but  the 
records  of  Lvme  show  that  in  1752  he  pave  a 
deed  of  a tract  of  land  there  to  Jasper  Griffin  for 
1,450  pounds  sterling,  and  in  1755,  while  resid- 
ing in  New  Fairfield,  he  gave  another  deed  to  the 
heirs  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Coult,  of  Lyme.  His  name 
first  appears  on  the  Church  records  of  the  North 
Society  October  6,  1752,  in  connection  with  the 
baptism  of  a daughter,  Sarah.  On  July  15,  1754. 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Church  by  letter  from  the 
Third  Church  at  Lvme.  In  1772  he  was  chosen 
one  of  the  committee  to  represent  the  Church  be- 
fore a body  composed  of  Rev.  Daniel  Farand 
and  others,  and  in  1775  he  was  at  the  head  of  a 


committee  to  build  a new  house  of  worship.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  the  French  and  Indian  war, 
and  in  the  Colonial  records  for  1760  we  find  the 
following:  “ This  assembly  do  establish  Mr. 

Joseph  Giddings  to  be  captain  of  the  North  Com- 
pany or  train  band  in  the  North  Society  in  New 
Fairfield.''  He  died  January  10,  1803,  and  his 
wife,  Elizabeth  (Hungerford),  passed  away  Sep- 
tember 5,  1815,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
nine  years,  eleven  months.  She  had  two  brothers, 
Joseph  and  Josiah  Hungerford,  and  a sister 
Susan,  who  married  Nehemiah  Stuart,  the  father 
of  Dr.  Morgan  Stuart,  of  Milan,  Ohio.  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  Giddings  had  nine  children:  James, 
Jonathan,  Solomon,  Benjamin,  Sarah,  Joseph, 
Mary,  Hannah,  and  Lydia. 

Jonathan  Giddings,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent  which  we  are  now  tracing,  was  born  in 
Lyme,  Conn.,  April  18,  1741,  and  accompanied 
his  father  to  New  Fairfield,  where  he  passed  his 
life  as  a successful  farmer.  He  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  enduring  many  hardships, 
and  at  one  time,  having  been  sent  out  by  his  supe- 
rior officer  as  captain  of  a scouting  party,  he  lost 
his  way,  and  with  the  other  members  of  the  party 
subsisted  for  nine  days  upon  roots  and  herbs 
only.  Later  he  received  a severe  wound,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  consisting  ol 
3,500,000  acres  of  land  set  apart  in  1786,  by  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  all  other  claims  of  the  lat- 
ter upon  the  unexplored  regions  of  the  West  be- 
ing then  ceded  to  the  general  government.  In 
1795  Jonathan  Giddings  and  others,  among  whom 
was  Elijah  Boardman,  of  New  Milford,  pur- 
chased a large  tract  of  land  on  the  Reserve, 
and  May  12,  1800,  Elijah  Boardman,  Homer 
Boardman,  David  S.  Boardman  and  Stanley 
Griswold,  of  New  Milford,  with  Elijah  Wads- 
worth, Frederick  Wolcott,  of  Litchfield,  and 
Zephaniah  Briggs,  of  New  Fairfield,  gave  to 
Jonathan  Giddings  a deed  of  land  “as  propri- 
etors, in  common  with  him,  of  township  number 
two,  in  the  sixth  range  of  townships,  in  the  Con- 
necticut Western  Reserve,  so  called,  and  of  lot 
number  two,  in  township  number  seven,  in  the 
tenth  range,  * * * which  lot  contains  the  land 
which  was  annexed  to  said  township  number 
two  at  the  general  partition  of  said  Reserve  made 
by  the  proprietors  thereof  at  Hartford,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  on  the  23d  day  of  Janu- 
ary, A.  D.  1798.  Being  desirous  of  making  a 
partition  of  said  lands  to  each  proprietor  in  sev- 
eralty, according  to  the  interest  and  property  of 
each  therein,  have,  together  with  the  said  Jona- 
than Giddings,  caused  the  said  township  and  the 
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said  lands  thereto  annexed  to  be  surveyed  and 
laid  out  into  lots.”  etc.  The  lands  deeded  to 
Jonathan  Giddings  were  in  various  parcels,  and 
amounted  in  all  to  1,383  acres.  2 roods  and  32 
rods.  The  deed  was  recorded  January  27,  1801, 
in  the  records  of  the  town  of  Palmyra,  Ohio, 
book  1.  page  42.  On  the  back  of  the  deed  ap- 
pear the  names  of  the  partitioners,  beginning 
with  that  of  Elijah  Boardman,  and  the  memo- 
randum: “Partition  Deed,  Received  and  Re- 
corded in  Trumbull  County  Records,  Aug.  23, 
iSp2.  Book  D,  Page  186,”  and  signed:  “John 
S.  Edwards,  Recorder.” 

Jonathan  Giddings  was  married  on  January  2, 
1766,  to  Mary  Baldwin,  daughter  of  Gamaliel 
and  Mary  or  Rebecca  (Herrick)  Baldwin,  and 
adopted  daughter  of  Benoni  Stebbins,  of  New 
Milford,  the  bride  being  then  eighteen  years  old. 
He  afterward  came  into  possession  of  the  home- 
stead of  the  Baldwin  family,  a fine  estate  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Housatonic  river,  with  the  resi- 
dence fronting  on  Hinanam  brook.  This  prop- 
erty remained  in  the  Giddings  family  for  about 
one  hundred  years.  The  death  of  Jonathan  Gid- 
dings occurred  April  8,  1817,  and  his  will  was 
admitted  to  probate  in  1818.  According  to  the 
inventory  his  estate  was  worth  $18,000.  His 
wife,  who  died  February  20.  1824.  was  very  pre- 
possessing in  appearance,  and  her  affectionate 
and  kindly  nature  caused  her  to  be  greatly  be- 
loved throughout  the  community.  She  was 
especially  sympathetic  toward  the  poor,  giving 
geneiouslv  whenever  she  could  to  relieve  the 
needs  of  a worthy  sufferer.  She  was  admitted 
to  membership  in  the  Congregational  Church  of 
the  North  Society  on  April  28,  1772.  Her  estate, 
as  inventoried  for  probate  in  1824,  amounted  to 
$4,302.  She  had  the  following  children:  Gama- 
liel Baldwin,  born  October  6,  1766,  married 
Tabitha  Eunice  Barnes;  Rebecca,  born  January 
2,  1769,  married  Revilo  Fuller;  James  Andruss, 
born  April  3,  1 771,  married  (first)  Eunice  Pen- 
field,  and  (second)  Rachel,  widow  of  lohn  Seelye; 
Armida,  born  April  21,  1773,  married  David 
Gaylord;  Solomon,  born  March  25,  1775,  mar- 
ried Patty  Paine;  Jonathan,  born  February  18, 
1777,  married  (first)  Lydia  Salmon,  and  (second) 
Philomela  Buck;  Polly,  born  October  2,  1779, 
married  Andrew  Barnes;  Laura,  born  in  1780, 
married  Sturges  Penfield;  Samuel,  born  May  13, 
1782,  married  (first)  Lydia  Giddings,  and  (sec- 
ond) Amanda  Sanford 

Samuel  Giddings,  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent, inherited  from  his  paternal  ancestors  great 
muscular  strength  and  agility.  He  was  six  feet 
in  height,  of  commanding  presence,  and  when  he 
was  seventy  years  old  his  dark  hair  was  but 


slightly  tinged  with  gray.  His  eyes  were  blue, 
and  their  keen  glance  would  make  any  offender 
quail.  In  his  youth  he  was  distinguished  for  his 
skill  in  all  athletic  exercises;  and  seldom  was  a 
match  found  for  him  in  wrestling,  as  he  could 
manage  two  ordinary  men.  His  feats  at  jump- 
ing matches  were  remarkable,  and  he  could 
easily  jump  twelve  feet  forward  or  backward.  On 
one  occasion  he  was  seen  to  take  up  a barrel  oi 
cider  that  had  rolled  out  of  his  wagon,  and  re- 
place it  by  main  strength.  At  another  time  a 
farm  hand  who  had  refused  to  perform  some  task 
at  his  command  was  picked  up  by  the  collar,  and 
through  a deft  use  of  Mr.  Giddings' foot  sent 
sprawling  over  the  fence,  and  on  arising  he  was 
told  never  to  enter  the  premises  again.  Mr. 
Giddings  seemed  to  be  absolutely  fearless,  and 
he  did  not  allow  his  house  or  his  farm  buildings 
to  be  locked  night  or  day.  While  he  sometimes 
appeared  stern,  he  was  most  charitable  to  the 
needy,  and  to  his  friends  he  was  always  generous, 
delighting  in  the  hospitable  entertainment  of  all 
guests  at  his  home.  Politically  he  was  a Whig, 
and  from  the  first  he  was  a constant  reader  ol 
Greeley’s  Tribune.  Official  honors  meant  little 
to  him.  but  he  was  often  chosen  to  local  posi- 
tions, and  served  several  times  as  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  was  also  a lieutenant  in  the  local 

militia  company  for  some  time.  As  a membei 
of  the  Congregational  Church  he  contributed  lib- 
erally to  religious  work,  and  the  punctuality 
which  characterized  him  in  his  business  dealing, 
was  shown  in  his  regular  and  prompt  attendance 
at  Church  services.  When  a new  edi  re  - 
built bv  the  congregation  in  1835,  his  su  1 - P 
tion  was  second  in  amount.  H.s  homes.*. d m 
“Giddings  District,”  near  the  New  W .1 ■ 
was  a valuable  estate,  and  by  his  indu-tn 
good  management  he  secured  a han  so 
petence.  H e had  an  excellent  constitution,^^  d 

suffered  but  little  from  ill  health  un  1 pep,ruarv 
ness  which  terminated  in  h.s < death  on  Feb ma 
10,  . 853-  His  first  wife,  Lydia  Giddiii.s.^^ 

whom  he  was  married  January  5-  wj]iiam 
born  May  10,  17 84.  3 daughter  °‘  £.Phe  Church. 
Giddings,  for  many  years  a deacon  m 
She  was  a true  Christian,  and  had  a ^ 0 ^ 


was  a uur  — , — - , a|l  who 

disposition  which  endeared  h 
...»  her,  her  death  on  July  >2,  9' 

really  lamented.  Bv  h.s  second  marnag  ^ 


mg 
knew 


be  had 
at 
1S10, 


jreatlv  lamemeu.  vy  „ 

Armida  Sanford,  which  occurred  .n  »3>. 
no  children,  but  by  the  first  1 lher®.  ,9?  ,S 

follows:  Rebecca  born  Decembe  ^ 

married  Hiram  Giddings;  Sal  y A"  • he  effects 
24,  ,8.2,  died  March  26  ^ a’ 

of  a cold  contracted  while  aw  y marflfd 

school;  Dorcas,  born  May 
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Harvey  H.  B.  Turner;  Armida,  born  December 
30,  1815,  died  May  18,  1818;  Alfred  is  men- 
tioned more  fully-  below;  William  Henry,  born 
July  21,  1820,  married  Flora  E,  Leach;  Ann 
Jeanette,  born  January  26,  1823,  was  a lady  of 
exemplary  Christian  character,  and  her  untimely  I 
death  on  January  S,  1855,  from  a fever,  con-  i 
traded  while  on  a visit  to  Ohio,  was  greatly  de-  | 
plored;  and  Caroline,  born  January  22,  1825,  I 
married  David  N.  Fuller. 

Alfred  Giddings,  the  father  of  our  subject's 
husband,  was  born  March  5,  1818,  at  the  old 
home  in  the  town  of  Sherman,  and  obtained  a 
good  common-school  education  in  his  youth. 
His  health  seemed  somewhat  delicate  during  his 
boyhood,  but  as  he  grew  older  he  became  quite  I 
robust.  For  a time  he  taught  school  in  Ohio.  1 
but  later  he  purchased  a farm  in  his  native  town,  1 
near  the  New  York  line,  belonging  to  his  father,  | 
and  formerly  known  as  the  Hoag  place.  He  1 
built  a house  there,  and  made  it  his  home  until  j 
1865,  when  he  bought  the  homestead  of  his  half-  I 
brother,  Minot  S.  Giddings,  which  he  repaired 
and  improved,  making  a most  attractive  resi-  I 
dence.  He  died  there  November  19,  1878,  sur-  I 
rounded  by  the  friends  that  a life  of  usefulness  ! 
had  won  for  him.  By  nature  he  was  somewhat  | 
reserved,  but  he  was  always  scrupulously  upright  I 
and  honorable  in  his  dealings  with  others,  and 
showed  a benevolent  disposition  toward  worthy 
objects  of  charity.  Socially  he  and  his  family 
held  a high  place,  and  he  was  an  influential 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  In  No- 
vember, 1843,  he  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Pickett, 
daughter  of  Clark  and  Sophia  (Giddings)  Pickett. 
She  was  born  July  23,  1822,  and  throughout  her 
life  was  noted  for  her  energy  and  high  character, 
proving  a wise  counsellor  and  helper  to  her  hus-  ■ 
band.  They  had  two  children:  George  C., 

who  resembled  his  father  in  appearance  and  dis- 
position; and  Sophia  C..  who  was  born  June  2, 
1S49,  and  was  married  February  9,  1875,  to 
Maltby  Gelston,  of  the  town  of  Sherman 


Jr  AMES  W.  SMITH,  M.  D.,  has  carried  on  a 1 
drug  store  and  engaged  in  general  medical  | 
practice  in  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  | 
for  the  past  two  or  three  years,  and  in  that  short 
time  has  gained  a strong  footing  there  in  both 
lines.  He  has  had  a wide  and  varied  profes- 
sional experience  in  his  twenty  odd  years  of  1 
practice,  and  has  acquired  an  enviable  store  of  i 
practical  knowledge  in  his  work,  which  has  I 
proved  of  much  value  to  him.  1 

Doctor  Smith  was  born  May  2,  1840,  in  | 
Greenville,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Amos  I 


Smith,  a native  of  Vermont,  who  was  a wheel- 
wright by  trade,  and  passed  the  greater  part  of 
his  business  life  in  Greenville.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812.  He  lived  to  be  almost 
ninety-six  years  of  age,  and  was  the  father  of 
twenty  children,  eighteen  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity. James  W.  Smith  lived  at  Greenville 
until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went 
to  New  York  City  and  entered  a drug  store  as 
clerk.  On  September  6,  1864,  he  enlisted,  at 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  Company  M.  1 8th  N.  Y.  Cav- 
alry, with  which  he  served  in  the  Department  of 
the  Gulf,  receiving  his  discharge  from  the  service 
June  2,  1865.  Keturning  to  New  York  City,  he 
became  a partner  in  the  drug  store  where  he  had 
clerked  before  the  war,  and  also  studied  medi- 
cine in  1870,  graduating  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New 
York.  Doctor  Smith  has  since  passed  five  and 
one-half  years  in  Florida,  also  five  years  in  Cali- 
fornia, but  his  professional  career  has  for  the 
most  part  been  passed  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

On  November  15,  1895,  he  located  at  Stam- 
ford, where  he  opened  the  drug  store  at  No.  23 
Main  street,  which  he  has  since  conducted,  at  the 
same  time  engaging  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  has  a very  extensive  office  practice, 
and  is  regarded  as  a skillful  and  competent  physi- 
cian, worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  So- 
cially, the  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity  and  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  having  originally 
joined  Rawling  Post  at  Stockton,  Cal.,  from 
which  he  transferred  to  Hobbie  Post. 


JrARED  FINCH,  who  occupies  an  influential 
and  prominent  position  among  the  agricult- 
ural population  of  Greenwich  township,  Fair- 
field  county,  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  here. 

Mr.  Finch  was  born  April  22,  1843,  in  Peck's 
Land,  son  of  Gilbert  P.  Finch,  was  born  June 
30,  1799,  at  Genoa,  N.  Y.,  of  which  locality  his 
ancestors  were  early  settlers.  At  the  age  of 
seven  vears  he  came  to  Fairfield  county,  Conn., 
and  made  his  home  with  his  uncle,  Gilbert  Peck, 
for  several  years,  acquiring  his  education  in  the 
school  at  Peck’s  Land.  He  was  married  at  that 
place  and  began  his  domestic  life  upon  his  uncle’s 
farm,  following  agriculture  throughout  life,  and 
thoroughly  enjoying  it.  He  was  looked  upon  as 
one  of  the  best  agriculturists  of  the  community, 
and  was  an  upright,  honest  man,  whose  sys- 
tematic labors  secured  for  him  a good  home  and 
a comfortable  property.  He  was  very  witty  and 
always  full  of  fun,  so  that  he  had  little  trouble  m 
making  friends.  Besides  attending  to  his  farm- 
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ing  interests  he  was  an  officer  in  the  Greenwich  gagement  was  at  Roanoke  Island,  and  betook 
Mutual  Insurance  Company,  and  he  was  a stock-  part  in  many  other  battles  and  skirmishes,  in 
holder  in  the  Stamford  Bank.  Although  his  ed-  April,  1863,  being  honorably  discharged  on  ac- 
ucation  was  limited,  he  was  a very  intelligent  1 count  of  disability.  As  soon  as  able  to  work 
man,  possessed  of  sound  judgment  and  good  I after  his  return  home  he  operated  his  father’s 
business  ability.  During  early  life  he  held  the  | farm  on  shares. 

rank  of  captain  in  the  State  militia.  In  politics  On  October  17,  1866,  Mr.  Finch  married 
he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a pronounced  Re-  I Hannah  B.  Mead,  a native  of  Greenwich  town- 
publican.  ship  and  a daughter  of  Elkanah  and  Jane  (Mead) 

Gilbert  P.  Finch  was  twice  married,  his  first  Mead.  The  only  child  born  of  this  union, 
wife  being  Miss  Frances  C.  Mead,  who  was  born  Jeannette,  is  now  the  wife  of  George  M.  Mead, 
in  New  York  State,  December  16,  1804,  and  died  of  Greenwich  township.  After  the  death  of  his 
May  26,  1826.  She  left  two  children:  Hannah  I first  wife  our  subject  married  Rebecca  G. 
R.,  born  December  17,  1823,  is  now  the  wife  of  June,  who  was  born  in  Glenville  District,  Green- 
Isaac  Howe,  of  Savannah,  Ohio;  and  Thomas  S.,  wich  township,  January  4,  1843.  Her  father, 
born  November  5,  1825,  is  a resident  of  Stanton,  Edwin  W.  June,  was  born  in  Stanwicb,  Conn., 
Mich,  fhe  served  for  three  years  in  the  18th  Mich.  January  4,  1807,  and  throughout  the  greater 
V.  I.  during  the  Civil  war).  On  April  8,  1827,  Gil-  part  of  his  life  engaged  in  farming.  Atone 
bert  P.  Finch  married  Alathea  Peck,  who  was  born  time  he  attempted  meat  packing  in  New  lork 
May  15.  1 803.  and  the  following  children  blessed  City,  but  after  Croton  water  was  introduced 
this  union:  Hester  A.,  born  January  31.  1S2S,  there  his  health  failed  and  he  returned  to 
married  William  M.  Mead,  and  died  in  Oberlin,  I Greenwich  to  resume  farming.  He  was  mar- 
Ohio;  Frances  C.,  born  December  17.  1829,  ried  March  17,  1842,10  Cynthia  Green  Taylor, 
married  H.  L.  Ferris,  and  died  in  Greenwich;  who  was  born  in  Glenville,  Greenwich  township, 

Gilbert  P.,  born  October27,  1 83  l.was  a passenger  January  27,  1816.  Mrs.  Finch  is  the  eldest  of 
conductor  onthe  lllinoisCentral  railroad  for  thirty-  their  children,  the  others  being  as  follows:  Mary 
four  years,  and  is  now  a wealthy  retired  citizen,  E.,  born  July  24,  1844.  now  the  widow  of  Alfred 
occupying  an  elegant  home  in  Amboy,  111.;  Ala-  Walton,  living  on  King  Street;  Nancy  H.,  born 
thea,  born  April  23,  1834,  is  now'  Mrs.  Leander  April  ),  1847,  who  first  married  William  Green- 
Mead,  of  Greenwich,  Ohio;  Laban,  born  March  wood,  later  James  H.  Clark,  and  also  lives  on 
26,  1836,  was  a member  of  the  9th  Iowa  Y.  1.  King  Street;  John  S.,  born  July  24,  1852,  a car 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  at  Springfield,  penter  of  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.;  Joseph  T.,  oorn 
Mo. ; Rebecca  K.,  born  May  16,  1838,  is  the  wife  December  12,  1856,  who  died  in  Glenvil.e. 
of  Theodore  Lvon,  of  Greenwich,  Conn.:  Silas,  father  of  these  children  died  at  the  age  0 5 

born  October  4.  1 839,  is  a farmer  of  Peck’s  Land,  I six  years,  the  mother  at  the  age  of  iorty-se\e  , 

Greenwich  township;  David  ].,  born  June  2,  I and  their  remains  were  interred  in  Green  ce 

1841,  was  for  years  a railroad  man  on  the  1 Hi-  ) tery  (a  private  one)  in  Greenwich  towns  }?'  ‘ 
nois  Central  and  the  Toledo,  Peoria  & Warsaw  I and  Mrs.  Finch  have  two  children:  J-  ’ 
railroads,  but  alter  being  injured  he  served  as  ! born  July  12,  1879,  is  attending  schoo  in  ^ 
revenue  collector  and  township  clerk  at  Peoria,  I wich;  and  Willis  D.,  born  January  1 4.  /< 

111.,  where  he  died  May  1 2,  j 897  (he  was  a mem-  | at  home.  , jn 

ber  of  Company],  10th  Conn.  V.  1.  during  the  In  1867  Mr.  Finch  moved  wes  , j] 

Civil  war);  Jared,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  Amboy,  111.,  where  he  operated  is  a5 

the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Mary  E.  died  in  in-  bert’s  farm  for  one  year.  He  e , an(j 

fancy.  The  father  departed  this  life  December  brakeman  on  the  Illinois  Centra  ra  ’f  on 

1,  1878,  the  mother  August  26,  1877,  and  both  for  three  years  was  employed  as  c ectjcut,  as 

were  buried  in  the  Congregational  cemeterv  at  that  line,  in  1874  returning  to  on  1 neand 
Greenwich.  his  parents  had  become  quite  old,  we  ^j(er 

Jared  Finch  began  his  education  in  the  Peck's  | needed  his  help  in  operating  t e A e noW  has 
Land  school,  and  later  attended  the  Greenwich  I their  death  he  bought  the  farm,  a under  a hieh 
Academy,  then  under  the  charge  of  Professor  I the  excellent  place  of  fifty  ,a,cr®  ove(j.  Mr. 

Button.  His  business  training  was  obtained  on  1 state  of  cultivation  and  we  1 ^ aver. 

the  home  farm  under  the  able  direction  of  his  1 Finch’s  ability  as  a farmer  is  a cjtjzen)  0! 

father.  He.  too.  donned  the  blue  during  the  j age,  and  he  is  regarded  ,a*.a  "Ayy  reliable. 
Civil  war,  being  sworn  into  the  Union  service  in  I the  strictest  integrity  and  ° rts  the  men  and 

October,  i8t>i,  as  a member  of  Company  1,  | With  his  ballot  he  always  supp  w he  cares 

Tenth  Conn.  V.  1.,  at  Hartford.  His  first  en-  1 measures  of  the  Republican  pa  )> 
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nothing  for  political  honors.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  devout  members  of  the  North  Green- 
wich Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  is  serv- 
ing as  committeeman,  and  a member  of  the  stand- 
ing committee. 


LFRED  B.  DAVIS  (deceased)  was  for  many 
-ft*  years  a prominent  resident  of  Stratford, 
and  as  a citizen  he  was  held  in  high  esteem.  His 
death,  which  occurred  November  18,  1890, 
caused  sincere  grief  among  his  associates,  and 
the  bereaved  family  had  the  sympathy  of  the 
community  in  which  he  had  so  long  made  his 
home. 

Mr.  Davis  was  born  December  10,  1S13,  in 
Bridgeport,  this  county,  a son  of  Philo  Davis, 
who  was  a native  of  Derby,  New  Haven  Co., 
Conn.  His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Phoebe  Wayland,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Trum- 
bull, this  county.  Seven  children  came  to  the 
union  of  Philo  and  Phoebe  Davis:  Charles,  who 

never  married,  was  a peddler  in  the  South;  I 
Henry,  who  died  in  the  South,  where  he  was  | 
engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering,  married  (first)  I 
Caroline  Ambler,  of  Danbury,  (second)  Mary  ! 
Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  and  (third)  Jose-  i 

phine  ; George,  a tanner  and  currier  by 

trade,  married  Caroline  Haves;  Alfred  B.,  our 
subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Susan 
married  D.  C.  Dayton,  of  New  Preston;  Delia 
did  not  marry;  and  Edwin,  who  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  the  West,  married  Anthy  Burr,  of  Trum- 
bull. 

Our  subject  became  engaged  in  business  in 
early  manhood  as  a tanner  and  currier,  follow- 
ing the  trade  first  in  Trumbull,  then  in  Bridge- 
port, and  later  in  Stratford.  While  he  was  not 
especially  active  in  public  affairs,  he  took  an  in- 
terest in  all  questions  of  his  time,  and  was  an 
ardent  supporter  of  Democratic  principles.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  a Congregationalist,  and 
for  many  years  he  was  a leading  member  of  the 
Church  at  Stratford.  On  January  16,  1837,  he 
married  Miss  Ruth  A.  Booth,  who  survives  him, 
and  of  their  five  children  three  are  still  living: 
(1)  Edwin  B.,  a mechanic  in  Bridgeport,  married 
(first)  Miss  Mary  Bristol,  of  Stratford,  and 
(second)  Miss  Sarah  Buddington,  also  of  Strat- 
ford; he  had  two  sons — Charles  and  George, 
both  by  the  first  marriage.  (2)  Sarah  A.  is  un- 
married. (3)  An  infant  died  unnamed.  (4) 
Walter  F.  S. , a farmer  by  occupation,  died 
March  31,  189S.  (5)  Carrie  S.  married  Morris 

C.  Clark,  of  Stratford. 

Mrs.  Ruth  A.  Davis  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Stratford,  and  is  a member  of  a well-known 


family.  Her  grandfather,  James  Booth  (1),  and 
father,  James  Booth  (2),  were  both  residents  of 
the  town,  and  the  latter  was  born  there,  as  was 

also  his  wife  Hepzibah  . This  worthy 

couple,  who  were  married  January  8,  1800,  had 
a lamily  of  fourteen  children,  ten  of  whom  lived 
to  adult  age:  Abigail  A.,  born  in  1802,  married 

John  Hopkins,  of  Bridgeport;  Julia  A.,  1804, 
married  William  Burritt,  of  Stratford;  Nathan- 
iel B.,  1805,  married  Eunice  E.  Russell,  of 
Derby;  James,  1810,  married  Mary  Beardsley, 
of  Stratford;  Elmira,  1812,  married  (first)  Na- 
than William  Burritt,  of  Stratford,  and  (second) 
Joseph  Allen,  of  Woodbury;  Angeline,  1815, 
married  Bartholomew  Kugler;  Ruth  A.  (Mrs. 
Davis)  was  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  Sarah  M., 
1819,  married  Edmund  Dikeman,  of  Newtown; 
William  H.,  1822,  married  (first)  Betsey  Booth, 
of  Woodbury,  and  (second)  Margaret  Smith,  a 
native  of  Jamaica,  West  Indies;  and  Catherine 
E. , 1826,  married  George  B.  Ambler,  of  Trum- 
bull. None  of  these  children  are  now  living  ex- 
cept Mrs.  Davis,  William  H.  and  Catherine  E. 
The  father  died  on  March  4,  i860,  the  mother 
preceding  him  to  the  grave. 


MON.  ARTHUR  C.  WHEELER,  mayor  of 

the  city  of  Norwalk,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 

was  born  August  26,  1856,  and  is  a representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  old  families  in  New  England. 
Benjamin  Wheeler,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
| ject,  settled  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  where  he 
| operated  a saw  and  grist  mill.  He  married  Per- 
I melia  Boughton,  and  the  following  is  the  record 
of  their  three  children:  Charles  H.;  Betsey  mar- 
ried Rev.  A.  B.  Pulling,  a Methodist  minister, 
and  both  are  now  deceased;  and  John  B.  is  a 
mechanic  in  a sewing-machine  factory  at  South 
Norwalk.  Benjamin  Wheeler  was  a devout 
Methodist.  He  passed  to  his  final  rest  in  Janu- 
ary, 1880,  in  Wilton. 

Charles  H.  Wheeler  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Ridgefield,  and  engaged  in  teaching  until  failing 
health  compelled  him  to  change  his  vocation. 
He  left  the  school-room  with  deep  regret,  as  he 
j was  one  of  those  instructors  who  love  their  work, 

1 and  the  private  school  which  he  had  for  some 
years  successfully  conducted  in  Norwalk  was 
abundant  testimony  of  the  thoroughness  of  his 
methods.  He  took  a patriotic  interest  in  mu- 
nicipal affairs,  and  from  1884  to  1890  served  as 
first  selectman  of  the  town  of  Norwalk,  being 
elected  on  the  Republican  ticket.  He  married 
Anna  E.  Canfield,  a daughter  of  Daniel  Canfield, 
a native  of  the  town  of  Lewisboro,  Westchester 
Co.,  N.Y.,  and  the  young  couple  at  once  located 
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at  Norwalk,  where  their  three  children  were 
born  and  educated:  Mary  E.,  who  married  Sea- 
man W.  Haines,  formerly  of  Ledyard,  N.  Y., 
but  now  of  Chulavista,  Cal.;  Carrie  V.,  wife  of 
Charles  W.  Littell,  of  Norwalk;  and  Arthur  C., 
our  subject. 

Arthur  C.  Wheeler  passed  his  boyhood  in 
Norwalk,  and  at  the  ape  of  fourteen  he  left  the 
schoolroom  and  entered  the  office  of  John  P. 
Beatty  Bros.,  as  an  errand  boy,  at  a salary  of 
three  dollars  per  week.  For  two  years  he  held 
this  position,  but  his  cheerful  willingness  and 
ready  obedience  had  attracted  the  attention  of 
those  in  authority,  and  he  began  to  make  rapid  ad- 
vancement, his  first  step  being  to  the  duties  of 
shipping  clerk,  and  the  last  to  that  of  genera] 
manager  and  superintendent  of  the  factory.  In 
1888  Beatty  Bros,  retired,  and  then  the  erstwhile 
errand  boy  took  the  business  for  himself,  manu- 
facturing men's  straw  hats  exclusively,  and  em- 
ploying from  12c  to  150  people.  Not  a position 
in  the  establishment  but  its  details  are  under- 
stood by  the  proprietor,  not  from  observation, 
but  from  experience — from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest,  a magnificent  lecord,  one  filled  with 
lessons  of  fidelity  to  duty,  prudence,  foresight, 
and  business  sagacity  and  executive  ability;  a 
success  that  might  turn  a man’s  head,  but  which 
has  produced  no  effect  upon  the  genial,  courteous 
manufacturer,  who,  firm,  self-reliant,  pursues 
his  course,  unaltered  and  unmoved  by  the  suc- 
cess that  has  crowned  his  efforts.  His  decisive 
character,  which  in  no  way  permits  of  vacilla- 
tion, is  nowhere  so  clearly  demonstrated  as  in 
his  political  views,  wherein  he  is  first,  last  and 
always  a Republican.  From  1886  to  1895  he 
was  committeeman  of  his  school  district,  and  has 
always  shown  a deep  interest  in  matters  edu- 
cational. When  Norwalk  was  a borough,  Mr. 
Wheeler  served  as  a member  of  the  court  of  bur- 
gesses, and  in  1893,  when  Norwalk  became  a 
city,  he  was  a member  of  the  original  city  coun- 
cil, where  he  served  as  chaiiman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  lights,  and  made  the  contract  for  lighting 
the  city  for  ten  years.  ]n  1895  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  Norwalk,  and  in  October,  1896,  was 
re-elected  to  the  same  office.  His  loyalty  to  his 
native  town,  his  inteiest  in  her  welfare,  and  his 
progressive  spirit,  make  him  truly  a fitting  per- 
son for  the  first  office  of  the  city. 

On  June  23.  1880,  Arthur  C.  Wheeler  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Susan  Cousins,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Cousins,  formerly  of  Brook- 
lyn, but  now  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
shoes  at  Norwalk  (he  came  to  this  country  from 
England  in  rS5G  . Two  children  have  brought 
joy  to  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheelei  — 


Ernest  C.  and  H.  Arthur.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  communicants  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal 
i Church. 

Mr.  Wheeler  is  prominently  connected  with 
i various  fraternal  societies.  He  is  past  master  of 
I St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  6,  F.  & A.  M. ; eminent 
1 commander  of  Clinton  Commandery  No.  3; 
j grand  junior  deacon  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
I Free  Masons  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and 
I secretary  of  the  Benjamin  Isaacs  Masonic  and 
I Benevolent  Association;  he  is  a member  and 
j past  grand  of  Our  Brothers  Lodge  of  Odd  Fel- 
I lows,  No.  10;  member  of  Kabosa  Encampment, 

I 1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  now  grand  patriarch  of  the 
i Grand  Encampment  of  Connecticut.  He  is  also 
I a past  officer  in  the  Insurance  Order,  Improved 
I Order  of  Heptasophs.  which  lodge  he  was 
I appointed  to  represent  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  in 
! May,  1S97.  The  Social  Club  bears  his  name  on 
! its  roll,  but  in  his  home  Mr.  Wheeler  finds  his 
j pleasanter  social  relations,  and  in  their  beautiful 
| residence  he  and  his  hospitable  wife  entertain. 
I liberally. 

Mr.  Wheeler  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
! Fairfield  County  Savings  Bank.  Among  the 
1 varied  kinds  and  classes  of  people  met  with  in 
| daily  life,  Arthur  C.  Wheeler  belongs  to  those 
i whom  good  men  delight  to  honor. 


E*MIL  LOUIS  WEISS,  M.  D.  Few  mem- 
J {<  bers  of  the  medical  profession  have  en- 
I joyed  as  thorough  preparation  for  practice  as  has 
I this  well-known  physician  of  Danbury,  and  fort- 
i unately  he  has  the  ability  to  make  full  use  of 
I his  opportunities. 

Born  in  Danbury  June  j 5, 1 859,0}  German  par- 
I entage,  our  subject  secured  an  elementary  educa- 
I lion  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  and  at  the 
j age  of  ten  years  was  sent  to  Carlsruhe,  Germany, 

I his  father’s  native  place,  in  order  to  pursue  a 
i course  of  study  in  the  State  Gymnasium.  On 
I graduating  from  that  institution,  in  1880,  he  en- 
I tered  the  University  of  Strassburg,  and  later 
1 studied  in  the  university  at  Tubingen,  where  he 
I took  his  first  examination  in  medicine,  then 
I studied  at  Munich,  where  he  passed  the  State 
1 examination  in  18S7,  and  later  at  Leipsic, 

I where  he  passed  his  special  test  for  the  degree 
| of. Doctor.  In  October,  1887,  he  went  into  the 
l service  of  the  North  German  Lloyd  Steamship 
I Company,  as  physician  on  board  their  ships,  and 
I lemained  with  that  company  four  years,  making 
I trips  between  Bremen  and  South  America, 
I Australia  and  New  York  City.  In  October,  1891, 
I he  entered  the  hospitals  at  Berlin  for  clinical 
I work,  and  continued  his  studies  there  until  May, 
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1892,  when  he  returned  to  the  United  States  to 
engage  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
first  located  in  Ansonia,  Conn.,  forming  a part- 
nership with  Dr.  Henry  Steudel,  which  still  con- 
tinues. In  November,  1893,  he  left  that  practice 
in  the  hands  of  Doctor  Steudel,  and  removed  to 
Danbury,  there  to  open  an  office.  His  ability 
and  skill  speedily  gained  recognition,  and  he  now 
enjoys  an  enviable  practice.  He  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  German  Medical  Society  of  the 
State,  and  at  present  holds  the  office  of  treasurer 
thereof.  While  he  takes  a general  interest  in 
all  movements  of  the  times,  he  has  always  re- 
mained neutral  in  politics. 

On  November  1,  1894.  Doctor  Weiss  was 
married  to  Miss  Albertina  Witte,  a native  of 
Bremen,  Germany,  where  her  father,  Henry 
Witte,  was  stationed  as  consul  from  Brazil.  Her 
mother,  Joacquina  (Machado)  Witte,  was  of 
Brazilian  blood. 

The  late  Ernest  Weiss,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  Carlsruhe,  Germany,  and  died  at 
Bethel,  Conn.,  in  1880.  He  had  a family  of 
•‘■even  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Louis,  born  De- 

cember 6,  1857,  died  January  24,  1859;  (2)  Emil 
Louis  is  our  subject;  (3)  Charles  Rudolph,  born 
in  May,  1861,  died  in  May,  1868;  (4)  Ernest, 
born  August  4,  1863,  died  October  5,  same  year; 
(5)  W.  Wilhelmina,  born  March  28,  1863,  is  now 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Myers,  of  Bethel;  (6)  Louise  Amelia, 
born  June  9,  1865,  died  April  30,  1881;  (7)  Lizzie, 
born  August  9,  1867,  is  the  wife  of  Willis  B. 
Judd,  of  Bethel,  Connecticut. 


JrOHN  BRIZELL.  The  advent  of  a man, 
who  is  well-informed  in  regard  to  his  pro- 
fession is  always  to  the  advantage  of  any 
community,  and  he  is  sure  to  prove  an  acquisition 
to  the  social  world.  The  gentleman  whose  name 
opens  this  brief  review  is  a native  of  Liverpool, 
England,  born  August  18,  i860. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  also  named  John, 
was  a native  of  the  same  place,  but  in  early  life 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in 
Philadelphia,  where  he  became  interested  in  a 
manufactory-,  He  married  Eliza  Graham,  also 
a native  of  Liverpool,  and  to  them  were  born 
eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  James, 
a broker  in  Liverpool;  John,  our  subject;  and 
Robert,  a contractor  in  Liverpool.  The  father 
of  these  children  died  in  1896,  loved  and  honored 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  served  as  a council- 
man in  Liverpool,  and  was  an  elder  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  The  mother  is  still  living. 

John  Brizell  passed  his  boyhood  days  in 
Liverpool,  England,  and  acquired  his  education 
77 


at  a private  school  in  his  native  city.  After 
graduation  he  was  placed  under  the  tuition  of 
Dr.  G.  Hayes,  a veterinary  surgeon,  and  a 
generally  recognized  leader  in  that  line,  with 
whom  he  remained  about  four  years,  or  until  the 
Doctor’s  death  when  he  bought  out  the  practice, 
and  also  the  horse-shoeing  department,  which 
there,  as  it  should  be  everywhere,  is  a part  of  the 
veterinary  surgeon's  profession.  Immediately 
after  buying  out  this  practice,  Doctor  Brizell  en- 
tered the  Edinburgh  New  Veterinary  College,  re- 
maining there  three  years,  and  graduating  there- 
from with  the  class  of  ’82.  In  the  meantime  his 
Liverpool  practice  had  been  attended  to  bv  a 
partner,  and  after  his  graduation  he  continued 
same  until  1887,  when,  in  order  to  secure  better 
facilities  and  wider  scope  for  his  work,  he  came  to 
America,  locating  in  Dayton,  Ohio;  he  remained 
there  only  a short  time,  however,  going  thence  to 
Cynthiana,  Ky.,  where  he  remained  six  years. 
He  was  eminently  successful  here,  but  in  1894, 
he  went  to  York,  Penn.,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  one  and  one-half  years,  on  August  10,  1895, 
coming  to  Bridgeport.  Here  he  has  a large  and 
lucrative  practice.  In  November,  1895,  he  estab- 
lished the  Veterinary  Hospital,  at  the  corner  of 
Harrison  and  Fairfield  avenues,  the  only  institu- 
tion of  its  kind  in  Fairfield  county,  where  he  is 
also  conducting  a horse-shoeing  and  dentistry  de- 
partment, thus  making  it  the  largest  and  most 
complete  hospital  for  veterinary  purposes  in  this 
section,  with  Doctor  Brizell,  who  is  conceded  by 
all  to  be  an  expert  in  his  line,  at  its  head. 

On  October  15,  1881,  at  Edinburgh,  Doctor 
Brizell  was  married  to  Miss  Robina  White, 
and  two  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Ernest 
Graham  and  Ethel  Frances.  In  politics  the 
Doctor  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  in  religious 
faith  he  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Merchants 
Lodge  of  Masonry  No.  241,  at  Liverpool,  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  Kentucky. 


SEORGE  W.  BARNUM.  One  of  the  most 
< pleasant  homes  in  the  charming  little  city  of 
Sherman  is  that  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnum,  char- 
acterized. as  it  is  by  an  atmosphere  of  refine- 
ment and  culture.  Mr.  Barnum  is  especially 
gifted  as  a musician,  and  both  take  much  inter- 
est in  all  that  pertains  to  that  art.  They  are  re- 
lated to  several  of  the  leading  families  of  the  sec- 
tion. as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  account. 

Mr.  Barnum  was  born  in  the  town  of  New 
Fairfield,  April  1,  1826,  the  son  of  Gorham  Bar- 
num. He  received  a common-school  education, 
and  has  always  held  an  honorable  place  in  the 
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community.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Repub-  Sarah,  September  2,  1776;  Eunice,  October  3, 
lican,  but  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  1778;  Fannie,  August  26,  1780;  Mary,  August 
official  rewards  for  party  fealty.  In  July,  1888,  17,  1782;  Thankful,  September  24,  1784;  Ru- 

he  married  Mrs.  Jane  (Spencer)  Stuart,  whose  hamah,  October  29,  1786;  Elizabeth,  November 

intelligence  and  force  of  character  have  made  her  15,  1788;  Silas,  November  15,  1791;  Margaret, 

a true  helpmeet.  ! April  15,  1793:  Bethia,  June  8,  1795;  and 

The  Spencer  family  were  early  residents  of  the  ! Lydia,  June,  1797.  Fannie  Paddock,  Mrs.  Bar- 
town  of  Sherman,  and  Nathan  Spencer,  Mrs.  Bar-  j num's  grandmother,  was  born  and  reared  at 
num  sgrandfather,  who  was  born  and  reared  there,  Salem,  N.  V.,  and  attained  the  advanced  age  of 
was  a successful  farmer  of  his  locality.  During  j eightv-iour  years,  her  death  occurring  December 
the  war  of  1812  he  served  in  the  army  as  a mu-  | 10,  1864. 

sician,  and  the  exposure  and  hardships  to  which  Mrs.  Barnum  was  born  April  3,  1836,  in  the 
he  was  subjected  shortened  his  life,  as  he  was  I town  of  Sherman,  where  she  obtained  a good 
never  strong  after  his  return.  He  married  Miss  I common-school  education.  She  married  (first) 
Mary  White,  of  Danbury,  whose  parents  were  ! Abel  W.  Stuart,  a prosperous  agriculturist  of 
either  lost  or  killed  at  the  time  of  the  burning  of  j the  same  town,  who  was  born  there  in  October, 
that  city  bv  the  British  during  the  Revolutionary  i 1826,  and  died  October  15,  1885. 

war,  nothing  being  heard  (rom  them  afterward.  

Nathan  and  Mary  Spencer  had  four  children: 

Betsey,  who  married  Miles  Dingey;  Ferdinand,  Tj*RASTUS  RUSCOE.  one  of  the  substantial 
Mrs.  Barnum's  father:  Mary,  who  married  a Mr.  Ej,  and  well-to-do  citizens  of  the  town  of  Wil- 

Clever;  and  Esther,  wile  of  Isaac  Tripp.  Ferdi-  ton.  is  a son  of  Stephen  Ruscoe,  and  grandson  of 


nand  Spencer  was  born  in  February,  181 1,  in  the 
town  of  Sherman,  where  he  learned  the  mason's 
trade,  following  same  during  the  greater  part  of 
his  life,  although  he  was  also  interested  in  agri- 
culture. He  was  an  influential  worker  in  the 
Republican  party,  and  held  various  town  offices, 
and  he  w»as  very  active  in  religious  matters  as  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Sher- 
man. Jde  married  Miss  Hannah  Curtis,  by  whom 
he  had  two  children:  Jane  (Mrs.  Barnum;,  and 
Charles  F. , who  was  born  April  8,  1839. 

On  the  maternal  side  Mrs.  Barnum  is  de- 
scended from  the  Curtis  and  Paddock  families. 
Her  mother.  Hannah  Curtis,  was  born  at  Salem, 
N.  V.,  the  daughter  of  Abner  and  Fannie  (Pad- 
dock!  Curtis,  and  was  educated  there  and  in  the 
common  schools  at  Bridgewater,  Conn.,  whither 
her  patents  removed  during  her  girlhood.  She 
was  one  of  a family  of  seven  children,  whose 
names  with  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Abner, 
J 1 . . January  28,  1804;  Stiles,  1806;  Phcebe, 
Decembers,  1S0S:  Hannah,  February  27,  1811: 
David,  April  25,  1813;  R — , July  31,  1816; 
and  Mary,  May  13.  1821. 

Nathaniel  Paddock.  Mrs.  Barnum's  great- 


David,  April  25.  1813;  R — , July  31,  1816; 
and  Mary,  May  13.  1821. 

Nathaniel  Paddock.  Mrs.  Barnum's  great- 
grandfather. was  born  October  2;,  3744,  at 
Salem,  N.  V.,  and  his  educational  opportunities 
were  limited  to  the  common  schools  of  that 
time  and  locality.  He  possessed  a remarkable 
memory,  as  an  evidence  of  which  it  is  stated  that 
he  could  repeat  a sermon  almost  word  for  word 
the  day  after  he  heard  it.  By  occupation  he 
was  a blacksmith.  On  September  24,  1773,  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Ciane,  and  they  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Abial,  born  October  5,  1774; 


i lames  Ruscoe. 

lames  Ruscoe,  the  grandfather,  was  born  in 
1 the  town  of  South  Salem,  N.  1..  and  was  there 

■ educated.  From  the  time  of  completing  his  edu- 
cation he  followed  farming  the  remainder  of  his 
' life.  Pol  it  ical  1 v he  was  a strong  Republican, 
and  he  was  a lifelong  member  ol  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Wilton.  He  married  tss 
Anna  Hovt.  of  Wilton,  and  by  her  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Stephen,  who  married  Annie 

, Ravmond : Darius,  who  married  Ora  heeler. 

Eliza,  who  married  Rumsey  rancher;  Celes  , 
who  married  Richard  Morgan;  James,  who  mar- 
, ried  Celeste  Brown;  and  Rufus,  who  marr.e 
Sallie  Ann  Ruscoe.  Of  these  sons,  b ephen 
Ruscoe  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lewisborong  , 

1 (lot merlv  South  Salem).  September  23. 
There  he  obtained  his  early  education  1 in  > 
trict  schools,  alterward  learning  t -e  s , j. 
trade,  and  then  established  a manulac  n b u . 
ness  a.  Vista,  N.  V..  which  he  conducted  Id**. 

' his  hie.  During  training  days  he  ^ ^ 
ol  a company,  and  in  politics  ( (be 

Republican,  holding  the  .mportan. 

peace  lor  thirty  years,  and  also  of 

office.- . For  many  years  he  " a 0n 

the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  °f  Annie  Rav- 
Oc.ober  t9,  .8 .5.  he  married  M. ss  Ann. ■ ■ 

mond.  who  was  born  Decern  ' o(  Lew- 

daughter  of  Sands  and  Esther  . r0)]0wing  chil- 
isburg,  N.  V.  ByherhehadiheJon^V 

i 1 Ortnher  0.  JoIO.  mai1'  _0lC 


1 dien:  | uiia,  Dorn  ou,-  ^ j5io. 

I ham  Fancher;  Chauncey,  >°  ' 1 anuary >5- 

married  Eliza  J.  Hoyt  Htram.  b ^ sub. 

I ,820,  married  Emily  Hoyt;  Erastus 
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ject;  Alva  L.,  born  August  25,  1829,  married  Julia 
A.  Sturgess;  and  Andrus,  born  August  2,  1831, 
married  Jane  Gilbert. 

Erastus  Ruscoe  was  born  February  19,  1823, 
in  the  town  in  which  he  now  resides.  Having 
received  his  early  education  in  the  common 
schools,  he  then  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade, 
at  which  he  worked  until  i860,  when  (or  a time 
he  engaged  in  the  butcher  business,  and  later  fol- 
lowed (arming.  He  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
2d  Conn.  H.  A.,  and  served  twenty  months.  At 
the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor  he  was  wounded,  and 
now  receives  a pension  on  account  of  his  wound. 
Politically,  he  has  always  been  a strong  Repub- 
lican. but  has  never  aspired  to  public  office,  and 
in  religion  he  is  a Methodist,  being  a member  of 
the  Bald  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  steward  and  trustee.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  F.  Sturgess,  daughter  of 
William  Sturgess,  of  Kent,  or  South  Wilton.  To 
this  marriage  there  have  been  born  two  children: 
<t)  Nettie,  married  Jesse  Fillow,  a butcher  of 
Wilton,  but  died  soon  after  her  marriage.  (2) 
William  E.  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  was 
educated  there  and  learned  the  stonecutter’s 
trade,  at  which  he  has  worked  ever  since.  He 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  LeRoy,  by  whom  he  has 
four  children:  Susie,  Coley,  Clarence  and  Edgar. 
Erastus  Ruscoe,  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
married  Mrs.  Seymour,  widow  of  the  late  Charles 
Seymour,  and  daughter  of  Walter  Smith.  Mr. 
Smith  was  born  in  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  there 
learned  the  tailor's  trade,  and  worked  at  the 
same  the  most  of  his  life,  but  in  his  later  years 
engaged  in  farming.  Politically  he  was  a strong 
Democrat,  but  never  held  public  office.  He 
married  Miss  Esther  Treat,  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Esther  (Hines)  Treat,  and  by  her  had  the 
following  children:  Richard,  who  married  Eliza 
Pike;  Sherman,  who  remains  single:  William, 
who  married  Mary  Sommers;  Sidney,  who  mar- 
ried Amelia  Hull;  Mary,  wife  of  Jesse  Bradley; 
Harriet,  wife  of  William  Abbott,  and  Jane 
Esther  (Mrs.  Erastus  Ruscoe). 

Alva  L.  Ruscoe,  a son  of  Stephen  and  An- 
nie (Raymond)  Ruscoe,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
South  Salem,  N.  Y.,  August  25,  1829.  Having 
completed  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  that  town,  he  then  learned  the  shoemaker’s 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  a few  years,  and 
for  eighteen  years  subsequently  was  engaged  in 
the  butcher  business.  Since  then  he  has  been 
engaged  in  farming.  Owing  to  a deformity  of 
his  hand  he  was  unable  to  serve  in  the  Civil  war. 
Politically  he  was  originally  a Whig,  iater  a 
strong  Republican.  He  is  a member  of  the  Sons 
■of  Temperance,  and  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 


Church.  He  married  Miss  Julia  Ann  Sturgess, 
who  was  born  August  1,  1829,  a daughter  of 
William  and  Caroline  (Howlett)  Sturgess,  of 
Wilton.  To  this  union  have  been  born  two 
children:  Frank,  who  died  young,  and  Elbert, 
who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  August  25, 
1852.  After  completing  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  he  learned  the  stone  mason’s 
trade,  and  at  this  he  has  since  been  employed. 
He  married  Miss  Celia  Brown,  by  whom  he  has 
one  child,  Theron,  born  February  14,  1880. 
Our  subject  is  held  in  high  regard  as  a man  and 
citizen  by  his  many  lifelong  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances of  Fairfield  county. 


FC.  BENJAMIN  & CO.,  of  Danbury,  deal- 
ers in  flour,  feed,  grain,  salt,  concrete,  roof- 
ing materials  and  other  commodities,  have  scored 
a signal  success  in  the  business  world,  having 
built  up  an  extensive  trade  since  the  organization 
of  the  firm  in  1891.  They  own  their  elevator, 
which  is  three  stories  high,  and  covers  60x120 
feet  of  ground,  and  also  have  a storehouse  on  the 
tracks  of  the  New  York  & New  Haven  railroad. 
A thirty-horse  power  boiler  and  engine  are 
required  to  do  the  work  of  grinding  and  elevat- 
ing, and  in  addition  to  this  they  use  a five-horse 
power  gas  engine  in  certain  lines  of  work.  All  their 
grain  is  shipped  from  the  West  directly  to  them, 
and  an  idea  of  the  growth  of  their  business  may 
be  obtained  from  the  fact  that  they  began  with 
one  carload  of  goods  and  now  carry  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  carloads.  In  connection  with  the 
concrete  and  roofing  business  they  keep  on  hand 
all  kinds  of  cements  and  paints.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a more  thoroughly  progressive 
and  enterprising  firm  than  this,  and  the  following 
brief  personal  account  of  the  partners,  Frederick 
C.  and  William  Benjamin,  will  be  read  with 
interest. 

Frederick  C.  Benjamin,  the  head  of  the  firm, 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  manu- 
facture of  hat  wire,  having  been  the  sole  proprietor 
of  the  patent  three-fourths  round  hat  wire.  The 
business  was  founded  by'  him  in  1885  in  partner- 
ship with  C.  S.  Andrews  and  A.  A.  Trowbridge, 
under  the  name  of  the  Hatters  Supply  Com- 
pany, but  in  1 890  he  purchased  the  entire  inter- 
est. In  1894,  when  the  firm  of  F.  C.  Benjamin 
& Co.  was  formed,  he  discontinued  the  manu- 
facture of  hat  wire.  This  able  and  energetic 
young  business  man  was  born  in  Danbury,  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1864,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Julia  A. 
(Fairchild)  Benjamin,  and,  after  receiving  a pub- 
lic-school education  in  his  native  city,  left  home 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  to  work  on  a farm.  He 
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spent  two  vears  in  this  occupation,  and,  finding 
the  life  less  congenial  than  that  of  the  city,  he 
returned  to  Danbury  and  found  employment  in  a 
hat  shop,  where  he  became  familiar  with  all 
branches  of  the  work.  In  1885  he  iounded  the 
Hatters  Supply  Company,  as  stated,  and  from 
that  time  his  history  contains  only  a record  of 
widening  effort  rewarded  by  constant  success. 
His  business  affairs  are  too  engrossing  to  permit 
him  to  pay  attention  to  practical  politics,  if  he 
had  the  inclination,  but  he  is  a close  observer  of 
current  events,  and  in  sentiment  is  a stanch 
Democrat. 

William  B.  Benjamin,  the  junior  partner,  was 
born  August  23,  1861,  in  Danbury,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  that  city.  On 
leaving  school  he  began  his  business  career  as  a 
clerk  for  L.  S.  Benedict  & Son,  now  A.  G.  Ben- 
edict, and  after  six  years  with  this  firm  he  spent 
one  vear  with  Peck  & Wildman.  He  was  then 
appointed  letter-carrier,  the  first  in  the  city  of 
Danbury,  and  held  this  position  for  nine  years. 
Since  then  he  has  been  engaged  in  business  with 
his  brother.  He  takes  much  interest  in  fraternal 
society  work,  and  is  a member  of  Union  Lodge 
No.  40,  F.  & A.  M.;  Eureka  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.; 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  Like  his 
brother,  he  is  a Democrat  politically.  On  Jan- 
uary 12,  1S97,  Mr.  Benjamin  was  married  to 
Miss  Lizzie  Gavin,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Her 
father, ’John  Gavin,  died  in  1896;  her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Croxson,  is  still 
living. 

The  Benjamin  family  has  been  prominent  in 
Danbury  from  an  early  date,  and  the  late  Charles 
Benjamin,  the  father  of  our  subjects,  was  born 
there  in  1818,  the  son  of  Delaney  and  Deroxy 
Benjamin.  He  was  a hatter  by  trade.  His  death 
occurred  in  1872,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  in 
Danbury  in  1830,  is  still  residing  there.  They 
had  six  children:  Frank  (who  died  in  childhood), 
Jennie  A.,  William  B.,  Florence,  Frederick  C. 
and  Thomas.  The  Fairchilds  are  of  Colonial 
stock,  and  Mrs.  Benjamin’s  grandfather  Fair- 
child  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army. 
Her  lather,  Franklin  Fairchild,  was  a leading 
politician  of  the  locality'  in  his  day,  serving  for 
eight  years,  or  two  terms,  as  postmaster  of  Dan- 
burv.  and  for  some  time  he  was  deputy  sheriff  of 
Fairfield  county. 


ried  Sturges  Abbott,  a shoemaker  of  Wilton. 
Mrs.  Partrick  is  a granddaughter  of  Halsey  and 
Phebe  Partrick,  the  former  of  whom  was  also 
born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  and  followed  farm- 
ing all  his  life.  He  had  the  following  named 
children:  Noah,  Bradford,  Silas,  George,  Mary 

A.,  Fannie,  William.  Charles  and  Zilla. 

Charles  Partrick,  the  eighth  child  and  sixth 
son  of  Halsey  Partrick,  and  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Mary  F.  Partrick,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wil- 
ton in  181  =;.  After  receiving  an  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  town  he  learned  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade,  at  which  he  worked  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  and  he  owned  a farm  which  now 
belongs  to  our  subject.  Charles  Partrick  mar- 
ried, for  his  first  wife.  Miss  Harriet  Van  Hoovier, 
a daughter  of  David  Van  Hoovier,  of  Wilton, 
Conn.,  and  bv  her  had  one  child,  Mary  F.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  as  stated  above  mar- 
ried, for  her  first  husband,  Sturges  Abbott,  bor 
his  second  wife.  Mr.  Partrick .married  I Susan 
Hoyt,  a daughter  of  Francis  Hoyt,  of  Wilton, 

by  this  union  there  were  no  children. 

Sturges  Abbott  was  a patriotic  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  enlisting  in  Company  K, 
Third  Conn.  Vo).  Inf.,  and  serving  three  monte 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott  were  parents  of  cMdiena 

follows:  Charles,  who  married  Mary  Hill,  Art 

who  married  F.ttie  Banks;  Rt^ard  unmarne  , 
and  two  that  died  in  infancy.  After  the  dea^hot 
Mr.  Abbott.  Mrs.  Abbott  married  Henry  B.  P 
rick,  her  second  cousin, 
rick,  who  is  a farmer  of  Wilton  townwp. 
one  child  blessed  this  marriage,  Martha  j 
Partrick. 


B 


is  HRS.  MARY  F.  PARTRICK  was  born  in  the 
___  town  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  September  20, 
1845,  and  received  her  education  in  the  public 
schools  there.  For  her  first  husband  she  mar- 


OCTOR  WILLIAM  H. 

%J)  Irish  descent,  and  his  Parents’  ^ born  j„ 

Catherine  (c°nb°y)  MurragJ:]^fjving  both  being 
the  Emerald  Isle;  they  are  st  8.  (ora 
past  seventy.  They  resided  in  ,n 

time  after  coming  lo  *menc  ’ ^ their  union,  of 
Danbury.  Eight  children  blessed 


1865. 


Danbury,  tigm  V'  „ V.  ontv  survivor 
whom  our  subject  is  no  cpntember  22. 

Doctor  Murray  was  bora  S in  the 

in  New  Vork  City.  He  family  having 

public  schools  of  Da"bury  ’ ,ood  and  at  Villa 
located  there  during  his  b yb  ’ Penn„  and 
Nova  College,  in  Delaware  county,  ^ ^ 
on  completing  his  r_eonS  in  New  ^ork 

College  of  Physicians  an^  Su  g subsequent!) 

City.  There  he  spent  two  ye  w Hot- 

completing  his  medical  coun*  « .„  Maicb, 

pital  Medical  College,  g d an  office  at  Dan 
?890.  He  immediately  opene  being  e, 

bury,  where  he  practiced,  h.s 
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tablished  at  the  start.  In  politics  the  Doctor  is 
a Democrat,  and  he  is  prominent  socially  as  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Foresters  of 
America.  Court  Pahquioque  No.  38.  In  relig- 
ious faith  he  is  a Roman  Catholic. 

On  February  25,  1897.  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried, at  St.  Peter’s  Church,  to  Miss  Mary  Fee- 
ley,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev.  M. 
J.  Travnor. 


MrAURICE  T.  FITZGERALD  (deceased) 
. "'as  for  many  years  a prominent  resident  of 
Bridgeport,  and  his  kindly  heart  and  genial  man- 
ner won  for  him  a wide  circle  of  friends.  His 
death,  which  occurred  October  2,  1898,  cut  short 
a career  which  had  given  many  evidences  of  per- 
sonal worth,  and  keen  sympathy  was  felt  in  the 
community  for  the  bereaved  family. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  born  December  13,  1859, 
in  Guilford,  Vt. , son  of  Maurice  and  Mary 
(O'Donnell)  Fitzgerald.  The  father,  who  was  a 
native  of  County  Kerry,  Ireland,  came  to  America 
in  the  •■forties,”  and  settled  in  Vermont,  where 
he  followed  the  slate-cutter’s  trade.  Our  subject 
was  the  second  in  a family  of  three  children,  the 
others  being  an  elder  brother,  Thomas  (now  de- 
ceased), and  a younger  sister,  Miss  Eliza.  The 
first  eighteen  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Ver- 
mont, and  in  1S81  he  came  to  Bridgeport,  where 
he  was  employed  for  about  four  years  by  a Mr. 
Cullinan,  an  undertaker.  In  April,  1885,  he  es- 
tablished himself  in  the  liquor  business  at  the 
corner  of  Middle  and  Wall  streets,  and  there  he 
built  up  a fine  trade.  While  he  had  a good 
local  wholesale  custom,  he  was  chiefly  engaged 
in  the  retail  business,  with  a large  family  trade. 
Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and  his  influence 
was  a recognized  factor  in  partisan  affairs. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  married  Miss  Mary  Morrissey, 
a native  of  Bridgeport,  and  daughter  of  Thomas 
Morrissey,  a well-known  citizen  of  that  place. 
Three  children  were  born  of  this  union:  Mary 

A.,  Maurice  T. , Jr.,  and  Grace  J.,  who  are  at 
home  with  the  widowed  mother.  The  family  is 
connected  with  the  Catholic  Church,  and  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  was  slso  identified  with  various  fra- 
ternal orders,  including  the  Foresters  of  America, 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  the  brotherhood  of 
the  Union. 


LOUIS  JOFFEE,  one  of  the  bright  pro- 
1 gressive  younger  men  of  Ridgefield,  and  a 
well-known  merchant  tailor  and  men’s  furnisher, 
is  a native  of  Germany,  born  in  1867. 

In  his  native  land  Mr.  Joffee  learned  his  trade, 


i ; ■ — 

and  he  followed  it  there  until  coming  to  America 
in  1887.  In  New  York  City  he  remained  some 
time,  taking  a course  of  instruction  in  cutting 
I and  fitting,  preparing  himself  to  become  master 
of  all  the  details  of  his  business.  From  New 
York  City  he  removed  to  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  1892,  in  that 
year  coming  to  Ridgefield,  where  he  opened  out 
a merchant-tailoring  establishment — the  first 
that  had  been  in  the  city  for  some  sixteen  years. 
Beginning  in  a small  and  unpretentious  way,  he 
has  by  careful  application  to  business  and  skill- 
ful work  built  up  a large  and  growing  business, 
having  among  his  patrons  many  of  the  New 
York  summer  residents  of  Ridgefield.  In  1895 
a large  portion  of  the  business  part  of  the  town 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  Mr.  Joffee  suffered 
with  the  rest,  his  entire  establishment  being  con- 
sumed. After  that  event  he  located  in  the  new 
Masonic  building  on  Main  street,  where  he  has 
added  to  his  merchant-tailoring  business  a full 
line  of  men’s  furnishings.  Socially,  Mr.  Joffee 
is  a member  of  New  Jerusalem  Lodge  No.  49, 
F.  & A.  M.,  and  of  Pilgrim  Lodge  No.  49, 

I.  O.  O.  F. 


JrOHN  C.  SHERWOOD,  of  the  New  England 
■ Flag  & Regalia  Company,  Stamford,  Conn., 
is  a native  of  Connecticut,  having  been  born 
October  18,  1845,  in  Greenwich. 

John  S.  Sherwood,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  Nelson,  Ohio,  whence  he  went 
to  New  York  City,  where  for  a time  he  was 
principal  of  public  schools ; coming  to  Con- 
necticut he  kept  a boarding  and  day  school  for 
boys  in  Greenwich,  which  later  he  removed  to 
Danbury,  in  the  same  State.  He  married  Miss 
Harriet  Newell  Cotter,  who  was  born  in  West 
Cornwall,  Litchfield  Co.,  Connecticut. 

John  C.  Sherwood,  our  subject,  passed  his 
early  school  days  at  West  Cornwall,  Conn., 
where  he  lived  with  his  grandmother  Cotter. 
Afterward  he  attended  Cream  Hill  Agricultural 
School,  and  still  later  the  Eastman  Business  Col- 
lege, at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  Being  now  equip- 
ped for  business  life,  Mr.  Sherwood  clerked  for 
three  years  in  West  Cornwall,  Conn.,  during  the 
succeeding  four  years  conducting  in  the  same  city 
a tin  and  stove  business.  For  some  fifteen  years 
thereafter  he  was  engaged  in  the  milk  and  pro- 
duce trade  at  Washington,  Litchfield  Co,,  Conn., 
and  in  April,  1889,  he  came  to  Stamford,  where 
he  has  since  been  connected  with  what  is  now 
known  as  the  New  England  Flag  & Regalia  Com- 
pany, conducting  the  only  industry  of  its  kind  in 
Stamford.  Under  the  head  of  Society  goods. 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


3222 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


alone,  there  is  a wonderfully  long  list  of  tasteful 
and  curious  things  made  in  this  factory — articles 
for  use,  for  ornament,  and  for  purely  symbolic 
purposes.  It  includes  lodge-room  lurnishings, 
with  all  that  implies  of  various  quaint  and  strange 
affairs,  the  purposes  of  which  would  be  a puzzle 
for  all  outside  the  mystic  circles.  The  national 
ensign  is  also  made  there  in  quantities  and  of 
any  size  required. 

Our  subject  was  married  at  West  Cornwall, 
Conn.,  to  Miss  Ellen  C.  Hart,  daughter  of  Na- 
than Hart,  and  two  children  grace  their  union: 
Herbert  Francis  and  Nathan  Hart.  Socially, 
Mr.  Sherwood  is  affiliated  with  Kippawan  Lodge, 
1.  O.  O.  F..  and  the  Encampment:  also  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  order  of  American 
Mechanics,  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America, 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  the  Knights 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  He  is  also  Deputy  State  Councilor 
of  the  Daughters  of  Liberty.  In  religious  faith 
he  is  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  in  political  affiliations  he  is  a Republican. 


¥'"ALENT1NE  GREEN,  better  known  among 
his  liitnds  and  neighbors  in  Gteenwich 
township  ar  “ Volney  ” Green,  is  a member  of  a 
highly  honored  family  of  that  section  of  Fair- 
field  county.  The  home  he  occupies  is  over  I to 
years  old,  and  the  farm  which  he  operates  has 
been  owned  and  cultivated  by  the  Gteens  for 
four  generations. 

James  Given,  the  great-grandfather  of  Volney 
Green,  was  a farmer,  and  ended  his  days 
on  the  home  place,  dying  of  gangtene  in 
his  eighty-ninth  year.  He  was  buried  in 
the  private  cemetery  of  the  Green  family. 
He  had  a numerous  family  of  children,  and 
among  the  younger  members  was  Beniamin, 
who  was  born  October  24,  1774,  on  the  home- 
stead. Beniamin  Green  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
which  he  followed  in  his  early  manhood,  but  not 
many  years  after  his  marriage  he  removed  to 
New  Y ork  City,  where  for  some  time  he  carried  on 
a grocery  business  at  the  corner  of  Orchard  and 
Division  streets.  He  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life  on  the  homestead.  Mr.  Green  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Deborah  Lawience, 
a native  of  New  York  State,  who  was  berm  May 
8.  1789.  and  bv  whom  he  had  nine  children, 

born  as  follows:  George  W.,  January  to,  181Q 
(he  was  a grocer,  and  died  in  New  York  City); 
A.  L.,  October  31,  1811;  William,  August  30, 
1815;  Charles  B.,  July  25,  1818;  Beniamin, 
September  17.  1820:  Charles  E. , November  21, 
1822;  Tlmmas,  November  24,  1826;  Dewitt  C., 


February  28,  1829  (he  resides  in  New  York  City); 
and  Deborah  L.,  August  n,  1832  (she  is  the 
wife  of  Benjamin  F.  Hyatt,  of  Greenville,  Conn.). 
The  mother  of  these  passed  away  March  10, 1833, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Green  cemetery.  The 
father  afterward  married  Eunice  Busted,  who 
survived  him,  dying  at  a ripe  old  age.  He 
breathed  his  last  on  August  11,  1840,  and  was 
interred  in  the  family  cemetery.  Mr.  Green  was 
I a large  and  powerful  man,  weighing  240  pounds. 

I At  one  time  he  was  a supporter  of  the  Demo- 
| cratic  party,  but  later  in  life  he  transferred  his 
I political  allegiance  to  the  Whigs. 

1 A.  L.  Green,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
I born  on  the  old  home  farm,  and  is  still  living 
| there.  He  was  a mere  infant  when  his  patents 
1 removed  to  New  York  City,  as  above  related,  and 
there  he  passed  his  early  life,  attending  the  pub- 
lic schools  for  a number  of  years.  Jn  his  thir- 
teenth year  the  family  returned  to  the  farm  in 
Greenwich,  where  he  acquired  his  early  expe- 
rience in  his  life  work.  After  his  marriage  he 
located  on  his  father's  farm  in  Rye  township, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  whence,  after  a residence 
of  several  vears  he  returned  to  Greenwich,  and 
i since  his  father  s death  he  has  made  his  home  on 
1 the  farm  of  his  birth,  which  was  his  share  of  the 
) paternal  estate.  He  now  owns  seventy-fire 
1 acres,  having  added  to  the  original  tract,  an 
I was  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  cultivating 
I his  land  until  about  five  years  ago,  since 


when 

he  has  lived  retired.  In  his  day  he  was,  like  his 
father,  a powerful  man,  and  has  accomplished 
the  unusual  feat  of  laving  up  eight  rods  of  stone 
fence  in  a day.  handling  every  stone  himseii. 
Although  advanced  in  years  he  is  well  preserve  . 
mentallv  as  well  as  physically,  and  he  is  esteem 
and  venerated  bv  his  numerous  acquaintance, 
and  friends  throughout  Greenwich 1,  where  ne  - 
well  known.  In  his  early  manhood  he  filled  - 

eral  >°«1  P°fj,ions  of,  h°? ^wich  iownship'. 
once  “ Hog  Hawvard  of  Greenwicu  w 

an  office  which  was  long  since  discontinued. 

On  August  20.  .834,  Mr  Green  mu* 
Sally  M.  Taylor,  who  was  born  May  ]/. ' 
Greenwich,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Ta  I 
employe  of  the  woolen  factory  a ^ 
Nine  children  came  to  bless  their  °m  \ Gr(.en. 
Malvina  married  Levi  Bailey,  an  >e  ,orli 
wich;  Joseph  is  a silver  plater  of  Bndpf*.. 
Conn.;  Lawrence  lives  in  White  ' pef  hi' 
Valentine;  Norval  is  a Pa,nl®r*«.  e js  dead; 
home  in  Greenwich:  George,  P 1 P p0rt 
Emma  married  W.  M.  Rd‘h'  ° n s’amlord, 
Chester;  Herman  makes  his  ho  wrence. 

Conn.  Four  of  the  sons-Joseph._ La  ^ 


G-onu.  j uui  ^1  Union 

Norval  and  Georpt- — entered 
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during  the  Civil  war,  and  all  returned  home 
safely.  The  mother  of  this  family  was  called 
from  earth  in  August,  1888,  and  sleeps  her  last 
sleep  in  the  Green  family  cemetery.  Mr.  Green 
has  since  remarried,  his  present  wife  being  Jes- 
sie, daughter  of  Dean  and  Catherine  fPalmer) 
Worden;  she  was  born  in  Greenwich  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  are  devout  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  King  Street,  in  which  he 
has  held  office  at  various  times.  He  voted  for 
Henry  Clay  when  that  gentleman  was  the  Presi- 
dential candidate,  and  has  not  cast  his  bal- 
lot since. 

Valentine  Green  has  spent  his  entire  life  on 
the  home  farm.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Glenville.  and  was  his 
father's  assistant  in  the  farm  work  from  an  early 
age,  having  given  all  his  time  during  active  life 
to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  home 
place.  His  life  has  been  quiet  and  unassuming, 
and  for  industry  and  sterling  integrity  no  man  in 
the  township  commands  or  deserves  greater  re- 
spect. Public  affairs  and  office  have  no  charm 
for  him,  and  though  he  has  been  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party  ever  since  he  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote,  in  1SO4.  for  Abraham 
Lincoln,  he  has  taken  no  active  part  in  political 
matters. 


SCAR  S^IITH,  a well-known  architect  and 
builder  residing  in  Westport,  is  a man  who 
commands  in  a high  degree  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow  citizens.  In  early  manhood 
he  gave  proof  of  his  patriotism  by  gallant  service 
in  the  Union  army,  and  in  private  life  he  has 
manilested  the  sterling  qualities  of  character 
which  belong  to  good  citizenship. 

Mr.  Smith  is  related  to  several  of  the  leading 
families  of  Fairfield  county,  and  on  the  paternal 
side  is  of  the  fourth  generation  in  descent  from 
Lieut.  Henry  Smith,  who  came  from  England 
during  the  Revolutionary  vi-ar  with  Burgoyne’s 
army;  but  as  his  sympathies  were  with  the  strug- 
gling Colonists,  he  deserted  and  joined  Washing- 
ton s lorces,  with  which  he  served  until  peace 
was  declared.  He  was  married  in  Westport  and 
for  a number  of  years  resided  there,  but  his  death 
occurred  in  Litchfield,  where  his  remains  were 
interred. 

Aaron  Smith,  a son  of  the  old  hero  and  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Westport 
where  he  made  his  permanent  borne  upon  a farm, 
and  in  addition  to  the  management  of  the  place 
he  carried  on  the  shoemaker's  trade.  He  mar- 
ried a Miss  Batterson,  also  of  Westport,  and 
•hey  had  eight  children,  viz.:  Harry  (our  sub- 


ject’s father),  George,  Burr,  Allen,  Caroline, 
Emeline,  Sarah  and  Mary. 

Harry  Smith,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  March  5,  1812,  in  Westport,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  shoemaker’s  trade.  While  he  was  not 
a politician,  he  took  keen  interest  in  all  that  con- 
cerned the  welfare  of  his  country,  and  in  senti- 
ment he  was  a stanch  Republican.  He  married 
Harriet  Marvin,  who  was  a native  of  Norwalk 
and  a descendant  of  an  old  French  family.  They 
were  devout  Methodists,  and  their  large  family  was 
reared  in  the  same  faith.  Of  their  twelve  chil- 
dren, the  eldest,  Sarah  M.,  is  unmarried;  George 
B.,  a resident  of  Westport,  is  a carpenter  by 
trade,  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness; Charles  H.  died  in  infancy;  Aaron  is  a 
blacksmith  in  Norwalk;  Oscar,  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below;  Esther  M.,  widow 
of  Robert  M.  Potter,  resides  in  Westport;  Theo- 
dore is  engaged  in  the  foundry  business  in  Nor- 
walk; Homer,  a resident  of  Port  Chester,  N.  Y., 
is  in  the  house-furnishing  business;  Eugene  is  a 
machinist  in  New  Haven;  Franklin  died  when 
eight  years  old;  Frederick  died  in  infancy;  and 
Elmer  resides  in  New  York  City,  where  he  is  a 
manufacturing  jeweler. 

Our  subject  was  born  June  29,  1842,  in  the 
town  of  Wilton,  but  his  youth  was  spent  chiefly 
in  Westport,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the 
schools  of  that  locality.  During  boyhood  he 
clerked  for  a time  in  a grocery  in  Westport  vil- 
lage, and  later  he  was  employed  in  an  edge-tool 
factory  at  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  but  he  did  not  fol- 
low that  business  long.  On  August  28,  1862,  he 
was  sworn  into  the  Union  service  as  a member 
of  Company  F,  17th  C.  V.  I.,  and  during  his 
three  years  of  service  he  took  part  in  numerous 
important  engagements,  including  the  battles  of 
Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg.  He  was  with 
the  forces  that  captured  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and 
other  Southern  towns,  and  did  not  return  to  the 
paths  of  peace  until  the  war  ended,  being  mus- 
tered out  in  July,  1865,  at  New  Haven.  He 
then  engaged  in  his  present  business  at  West- 
port,  in  which  he  has  met  with  substantial  suc- 
cess. In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  active 
and  influential  in  local  affairs,  having  for  six  years 
been  a member  of  the  town  committee,  and  he 
is  now  serving  as  selectman,  haying  been  elected 
in  1896,  and  again  in  1897.  Socially,  he  is 
prominent  in  connection  with  the  G.  A.  R. 
and  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  having  been  an  active 
member  of  Temple  Lodge  No.  65,  F.  & A.  M., 
since  about  1874,  and  he  is  also  identified  with 
Washington  Chapter,  "R.  A.  M. 

On  July  22,  1875,  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Allen,  daughter  of  Harvey  Allen,  a 
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leading  citizen  of  Westport.  She  passed  to  the 
unseen  life  October  8,  1895,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Bessie. 


LUTHER  M.  WRJGHT.  “Diligence,”  once  1 

, said  a wise  observer,  “is  a fair  estate,”  and  I 

so  it  has  proved  in  the  case  of  this  energetic 
young  business  man  of  South  Norwalk.  Few 
have  begun  life  under  Jess  favorable  circum- 
stances. yet  few  men  of  his  age  in  this  section 
have  attained  as  high  a standing  in  the  business 
world,  or  have  brighter  prospects  before  them. 
Mr.  Wright  was  born  September  21,  1867,  at 
Whitestone,  Long  Island,  and  is  of  English  de- 
scent on  the  paternal  side.  His  grandfather, 
Jonathan  Wright,  a farmer  on  Long  Island,  lived 
to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years,  but 
John  Wright,  our  subject’s  father,  who  was  a 
fisherman  by  occupation,  met  his  death  by  drown- 
ing in  1870  when  in  the  prime  of  life.  As  Mr. 
Wright,  our  subject,  was  only  three  years  old  at 
that  time  he  has  no  personal  recollection  of  his 
father,  and  he  does  not  even  know  the  name  of 
his  mother,  who  also  died  during  his  childhood. 
He  was  the  youngest  in  a family  of  six  children, 
and  the  others  are  now  living  on  Long  Island. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  his  parents  Luther  M. 
Wright  was  placed  in  an  orphan  asylum  in  Brook- 
lyn, where  he  remained  three  years,  and  later  he 
was  sent  to  the  home  of  a farmer  in  Massa- 
chusetts. There  he  remained  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  thirteen  years,  when  he  removed  to 
South  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  began  to  learn  the 
trade  of  blacksmith.  After  three  years  he  went 
to  New  York  City  to  perfect  his  knowledge  of  the 
business,  then  in  October,  1886,  he  returned  to 
South  Norwalk  and  opened  a shop  of  his  own, 
where  he  gradually  built  up  a large  trade  as  9 
carriage  maker.  From  time  to  time  he  has  en- 
larged his  establishment  until  he  now  employs 
twenty-three  workmen  in  the  various  branches 
and  departments.  His  factory  and  repository  is 
located  at  the  corner  of  Franklin  and  Madison 
streets.  South  Norwalk,  and  in  addition  to  a 
complete  line  of  carriages  of  all  kinds  he  keeps  a 
stock  of  harnesses,  whips  and  similar  goods. 
Through  his  branch  establishments  at  Darien 
and  Norwalk  he  controls  the  trade  over  a large 
section,  and  as  he  is  a believer  in  the  efficacy  of 
advertising  he  makes  use  of  all  legitimate  meas- 
ures to  introduce  his  goods  to  public  notice. 

In  1889  Mr.  Wright  was  married  to  Miss 
Angie  Smith,  daughter  of  William  P.  Smith,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  Smith  Norwalk,  and  his 
home  is  brightened  by  three  children:  Robert, 

Frank,  and  Edna.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 


lican, but  while  he  takes  keen  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  his  party  he  has  never  been  active  as  a 
politician.  His  habits  are  strictly  temperate, 
and  in  all  his  relations  with  others  he  is  governed 
by  a high  sense  of  honor.  Business  interests 
occupy  his  time  chiefly,  yet  he  is  well-liked  so- 
cially, and  he  is  a member  of  the  Order  of  Red 
Men,  of  the  South  Norwalk  Club,  and  of  the 
Putnam  Hose  Company. 


JrOSEPH  D.  GOULDEN  (deceased),  for 
1 many  years  the  proprietor  of  the  drug  busi- 
ness now  conducted  by  the  firm  of  E.  C. 
Goulden  & Co.,  was  in  his  lifetime  one  of  the 
representative,  prosperous  and  progressive  citi- 
zens of  Stamford,  Fairfield  county,  active  in 
business  and  public  affairs,  and  highly  respected 
by  all  classes.  His  death,  which  occurred  when 
he  was  a comparatively  young  man,  brought  to 
the  community,  in  which  he  had  so  long  been  a 
prominent  member,  what  was  regarded  as  a pub- 
lic loss,  and  his  memory  is  held  in  sacred  esteem 
by  a host  of  friends  and  acquaintances  in  Fair- 
field  county. 

Mr.  Goulden  was  born  September  19,  1859, 
in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 
where  the  father  died  when  Joseph  was  a small 
boy.  There  he  was  reared,  and  he  received  his 
early  education  at  the  schools  of  Fairfield  and 
Southport,  Conn.,  some  years  later  in  life  attend- 
ing college  for  a time.  He  commenced  his  life 
work  as  a clerk  in  a drug  store  at  Manchester, 
Conn.,  subsequently  owning  a drug  store  in  that 
town  in  partnership  with  W.  H.  Cheney,  for 
about  three  years.  In  1888  he  came  to  Stam- 
ford and  bought  out  the  drug  business  of  Wilbur 
E.  Lewis,  continuing  it  on  his  own  account  until 
his  decease,  in  December,  1896.  The  business 
was  enlarged  and  the  establishment  materially 
improved  during  these  years,  Mr.  Goulden  win- 
ning the  confidence  of  the  people  along  with 
their  patronage,  and  in  return  taking  a lively  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  his 
adopted  town.  His  influence  in  public  affairs 
was  felt  throughout  Fairfield  county,  and  in  1894 
his  fellow  citizens  gave  substantial  proof  of  their 
opinion  of  his  worth  by  nominating  and  electing 
him  representative  to  the  State  Legislature  from 
his  District  on  the  Republican  ticket.  That  he 
proved  himself  equal  to  his  part  and  the  expecta- 
tions of  his  constituency  may  be  concluded  from 
the  fact  that  in  1896  he  was  nominated  for  State 
Senator,  an  honor  which  he  was  obliged  to  de- 
cline on  account  of  ill  health,  and  he  passed 
away  not  many  months  later,  at  Welaka,  Florida. 
Mr.  Goulden  was  married  in  December,  1885,  at 
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Fonda,  N.  ^.,  to  Miss  Evelyn  C.  Reese,  daugh- 
ter of  Abram  Reese,  of  that  town,  and  he  left 
one  son,  Walter  Reese.  Since  her  husband's 
■decease  Mrs.  Goulden  has  retained  his  business 
interests,  and  is  a partner  in  the  drug  store  which 
is  at  present  conducted  under  the  firm  style  of. 
E.  C.  Goulden  & Co.,  with  the  same  methods, 
and,  consequently,  the  same  success,  which 
marked  Mr.  Goulden  s management. 


‘Tf''DWARD  FREYLER.  Bridgeport  has  been 
JLg  peculiarly  lavored  in  her  young  men.  Per- 
haps no  city  of  the  size  has  so  many  young  men 
who  have  developed,  in  early  life,  the  talent  for 
business  that  usually  takes  so  many  rears  of 
patient  toil  in  contact  with  the  world.’  We  here 
.present  a brief  review  of  the  life  and  character  of  i 
■one  whose  career  justly  entitles  him  to  repre- 
sentation in  a volume  of  this  kind.  Edward 
Freyler,  who  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  November 
t8,  1869,  is  the  son  of  Francis  Joseph  and  Mag- 
dalena (Kusterer)  Freyler. 

Francis  Joseph  Freyler  was  a native  of  Ger- 
many, born  in  1844,  at  Mainz,  on  the  banks  of 
the  picturesque  Rhine,  in  the  Province  of  Rhein- 
Hesse,  Germany.  He  spent  his  early  days  at  his 
native  place,  and  received  all  his  education  before 
the  age  of  ten.  His  quick  perception  and  reten- 
tive memory  had,  even  at  this  tender  age,  se- 
cured for  hinj  a literary  training  greatly  in  ad- 
vance of  his  years.  In  1854,  when  at  the  age 
most  boys  are  devoted  to  play,  with  never  a j 
thought  or  care  for  the  morrow,  he  came  alone  I 


were  born  to  them:  Carrie  and  Cora.  Mr. 

Freyler  is  a member  of  several  of  the  fraternal 
societies  of  Bridgeport,  and  takes  an  active  part 
in  their  work. 

Edward  Freyler,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  citv. 
He  received  his  education  at  the  Bridgeport 
High  School,  where  he  distinguished  himself  as 
a close  student,  with  remarkable  reasoning  fac- 
ulties. For  two  years  he  was  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Bridgeport  Business  College,  and 
in  1 S96,  in  the  office  formerly  occupied  by  James 
Staples  & Co.,  bankers,  he  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  and  insurance  business.  He  represents 
fire,  life,  marine,  accident,  burglary  and  live- 
stock insurance  companies,  while  rents,  loans, 
investments,  exchange  drafts,  &c.,  are  all 
attended  to  by  him,  with  the  collection  of  rents 
, a specialty.  He  handles  railroad  and  steamship 
I tickets,  and,  by  appointment  of  Gov.  Cooke,  is  a 
I notary  public.  His  office  is  located  at  No.  207 
! State  street,  and  the  busy  scene  therein  betokens 
| a business  success  far  beyond  that  usually 
acquired  by  men  of  his  years.  To  the  believer 
in  the  law's  of  heredity,  this  young  man  would 
be  an  interesting  study,  and  the  solution  of  his 
remarkable  talents  a simple  problem — German 
blood,  and  all  that  means  of  industry,  integrity 
and  economy,  coupled  with  a New  England 
training.  Judging  of  the  future  in  the  light  of 
the  past,  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  before  his  sun 
has  gone  down  in  the  West,  he  will  have  reached 
the  zenith  in  the  commercial  world.  He  is 
unmarried. 


to  this  country  to  se’ek  his  fortune.  He  located  | Socially,  Mr.  Freyler  is  a member  of  the 
in  New  York  City,  and  found  employment  in  a ! SeaSide  Club,  Bridgeport  Wheel  Club  and  Park 
confectionery  store,  where  he  so  devoted  himself  City  Yacht  Club;  he  is  also  a member  of  the 
4o  business  that  he  soon  had  mastered  all  the  de-  Bridgeport  Real  Estate  Protective  Association. 

tails,  and  later  opened  up  an  establishment  of  the  

same  kind  for  himself.  This  he  conducted  with 

■the  marked  success  that  is  the  offspring  of  busi-  Tg^DWARD  S.  PRICE.  This  enterprising  agri- 
ness  sagacity,  as  well  as  close  application  to  busi-  JE U culturist  is  the  owner  of  a fine  estate  on 
■ness,  until  late  in  the  "sixties,”  when  he  located  Huntington  road,  formerly  known  as  the  "Blood 
in  Bridgeport,  and  opened  up  two  confectionery  farm.”  For  the  last  seven  years  he  has  made  a 
stores,  one  at  the  place  where  " Lane's”  now  is,  j specialty  of  dairying,  in  this,  as  in  other  depart  - 
and  the  other  on  the  present  site  of  "Huber’s.”  | ments  of  his  work,  meeting  with  gratifying  suc- 
Both  of  these  he  carried  on,  building  up  a large  1 cess. 

and  lucrative  trade,  until  in  1884,  when  he  ! Mr.  Price  was  born  September  12,  1859,  at 
opened  a cafe  on  Main  street,  later  moving  to  j Cornwall,  Conn.,  where  his  family  is  well  known. 
Cannon  street.  I Edward  E.  Price,  his  father,  was  also  a native  of 


He  was  married  in  Bridgeport,  to  Miss  Mag-  I Cornwall,  where  since  early  manhood  he  has  been 
dalena  Kusterer,  daughter  of  Bernhard  and  Mag-  engaged  in  agricultural  work.  He  and  his  wife, 
dalena  Kusterer,  who  died  in  1876.  Two  chil-  formerly  Miss  Julia  Lawrence,  of  the  same  place, 
dren  were  the  result  of  this  union:  Edward,  our  have  had  six  children,  of  whom  two.  Edward  S. 


subject;  and  Cora,  deceased.  After  the  death  of  \ and  Charles,  are  the  only  survivors. 

his  first  wife,  Mr.  Freyler  was  again  married,  , Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 

this  time  to  Louisa  Schreiber,  and  two  daughters  1 of  Bridgeport.  During  his  youth  he  became 
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familiar  with  all  branches  of  farm  work  while 
assisting  his  father  on  the  homestead,  and  as  the 
occupation  proved  congenial,  he  has  always  fol- 
lowed it.  In  1891  he  purchased  his  present  farm 
and  established  his  home  there.  He  takes  much 
interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  development  of 
his  locality,  and  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Trumbull  Grange.  In  1884  he  was  married,  in 


On  June  23,  1883,  Mr.  Irving  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Mary  Stirling,  a daughter  of  Philo  Bassett. 
There  are"  no  children  by  this  union.  A Repub- 
lican in  politics,  Mr.  Irving  loyally  upholds  the 
platform  of  the  party,  but  he  is  no  office-seeker 
in  the  literal  sense  of  the  expression.  Socially, 
he  is  a member  of  the  Bridgeport  Concordia  So- 
ciety he  also  belongs  to  the  Bridgeport  Liquor 

J ' . r 1 * . 1_  1 1 1 - 


five  children  have  brightened  their  home:  Maud, 
Frank,  Edward.  William  and  Harriet 


BW.  IRVING,  whose  place  of  business  has  j 
for  over  twelve  years  been  at  No.  464  Main 
street.  Bridgeport,  is  "one  of  the  popular  men  of 
the  city. 

He  is  a native  of  New  York  State,  born  in 
January,  i8cC,  in  Middletown,  Orange  county, 
"and  is  of  Scottish  ancestry,  his  grandfather, 
Robert  Walsh  Irving,  having  come  from  "the 
land  of  the  mountain  and  the  flood,’  and  settled 
• in  New  Jersey  w'here  he  became  an  extensi\e 
paper  manufacturer. 

Robert  W.  Irving,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Peekskill.  N.  V.,  from  there  going  to 
Middletown,  same  State,  and  thence  to  New  Mil- 
ford, Penn.,  and  New  Jersey, where,  in  the  city  of 
El  wood,  he  was  storekeeper  and  postmaster 
until  his  death,  in  1871.  He  married  Phcebe 
Storms, .who  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  A., 
of  English  extraction,  and  whose  father  was  a 


LfCdJCia  ~ • — * , 

dent  and  vice-president,  and  he  was  connected 
with  the  Bridgeport  fire  department  Irom  1881 
to  1885.  Possessing  a genial  and  pleasant  dis- 
position, Mr.  Irving  has  made  many  warm  friends, 
who  one  and  all  congratulate  him  on  his  success 
in  his  business  affairs. 

¥^ANDERBURG  JOYCE.  The  wholesome 
influences  to  be  found  in  rural  communities 

* make  an  ideal  environment  for  family  life,  an  1 

, is  not  strange  that  some  of  the  best  citizens  are 
enrolled  in  the  agricultural  class 

The  subject  of  this  biography,  who  owns  a 

i fine  farm  in  the  town  of  Sherman  comes  0 an 
ancestrv  which  has  been  engaged  for  several  gen 
. orations  in  tilling  the  soil,  bu,  has  never  le 
: kept  well  abreast  of  modern  progress.  Stephe 
: we.  our  subject  s grandfather, 

1 ncation  in  the  common  school5  of  h >• 

I throughout  his  file  was  interested  in  farm,  g ^ 

a time  following  also  the  blacksmi ' he  had 

1 married  Miss  Thankful  Vongo,  d jra  Jsorth- 
eight  children : Abbie  -ho  marned  fra  * 
Allen,  our  subject's  father,  Joeh  ™ 


farmer  by  occupation.  To  this  union  were  born  cubiect  s lamci , j — . , 

three  children:  Katie,  Robert  W.  and  Jessie,  of  1 rop;  Allen,  ^r.,“^due  a5d  (second)  Amanda 

whom,  our  subject  is  the  only  survivor,  the  dauph-  , ned  (firs  ) > wile  of  Dwight  Woodruff, 

ters  having  died  early  in  lift.  ! ■ ,ea  *e  . 

Robert  \V.  Irving  passed  his  boyhood  in  Mid- 
dletown, N.  V.,  thence  at  the  age  of  eight  y ears 
removing  with  his  parents  to  New  Milford,  Penn. 

He  attended  school  at  both  places,  and  when 
twelve  years  old  accompanied  his  parents  to  El- 
wood,  N.  J.,  there  finishing  his  education.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker  in  that  city, 


pony,  wife  oi  -7.-3  !*■ 


tinued  at  shoemaking  for  a period  of  about  four- 
teen years,  after  his  removal  from  New'  Jeisey 
working  in  seven  other  States.  He  was  engaged 
at  the  trade  lor  thiee  years  in  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
whither  he  had  come  in  1881,  and  on  April  8, 
1884,  he  entered  his  present  line  of  business  in 


■vile  01  jauct 

Hon.’ Allen  Joyce.  ^Xre  he  was 

was  born  in  the  town  of  - <-  ’and  a(ter\vard 
educated  in  the  common  sc  • he was  held 

engaged  in  agriculture.  he  was  re- 

where  he  followed  same  for  a time,  and  he  con-  I m high  e.te  ^ ^ , the 

party  in  his  loc*mpV^"^e°ferVed  as  the  rep- 

of 


iowi  offices,  nd  M one 

"z ” SS!  “ 


resentative  of  his  town  in 
He  married  Miss  Kois tn ’Thad’the  fo»°win? 
Thomas  Gardner  and  th  odell  Page, 

named  children:  Cornelia.  ^ Van- 


Bridgeport  in  partnership  with  Jacob  Schietinger,  1 named  ch’'^”n  j°d  Drucilla  Wakeman,  a 

under  ‘the  firm  name  of  Irving  & Schietinger.  ! Stephen,  who  married _ ^ wife  of  Cbarle 
This  arrangement  continued  for  seven  years,  the  1 der  urg,  ryaniel.  who  married  Sara  y2i, 

co-partnership  being  dissolved  at  the  end  of  that  1 was  born  J a f cll„r. 

time,  and  our  subiect  has  since  continued  in 
business  alone,  with  the  exception  of  about  one 
year. 


Mr.  Joyce,  our  subject,  ^sborn^  Qf 

ma3n/  aU^hl^bTc  schools  of  thatloca'- 
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afforded  him  a good  practical  education.  He  has 
always  been  occupied  with  agricultural  interests, 
and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  local  affairs, 
being  an  ardent  Democrat.  At  times  he  has 
been  called  to  serve  in  local  offices,  including 
those  ol  selectman  and  member  of  the  board  of 
relief.  His  wife,  formerly  Miss  Charlotte  E. 
Hoyt,  belongs  to  a well-known  family  mentioned 
more  fully  below.  Four  children  have  blessed 
their  union,  of  whom  three  are  living:  (l)  Fred- 
erick L.,  born  April  3,  i860,  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, married  Miss  Hannah  A.  Vincent;  they 
have  no  children.  (2)  Clarence  E.  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years.  (3)  Bertie  C.,  born  Novem- 
ber 21,  1869,  is  also  a farmer;  he  married  Miss 
Minnie  Potter,  and  has  one  son,  Kenneth.  (4) 
Arthur  R.,  born  October  23,  1871,  is  engaged  in 
agriculture;  he  married  Miss  Deborah  Wolhes, 
and  has  two  children — Clarence  A.  and  Ralph  M. 

The  ancestors  of  Mrs.  Joyce  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts at  a very  early  period,  and  her  grand- 
father, Enoch  Hoyt,  was  a native  of  that  State. 
He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  in  his 
later  years  received  a pension  from  the  govern- 
ment. He  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Leach), 
itared  a large  family,  as  follows:  David  and 
Abram,  who  did  not  marry;  Enoch,  who  married 
Emeline  Pepper;  Hiram,  deceased;  Rebecca, 
Mrs.  Gilbert;  Betsey,  wife  ol  Oeorge  Corbin; 
John;  and  George,  Mrs.  Joyce’s  fathei. 

George  Hoyt  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
town  of  Sherman,  this  county,  icceiving  a pub- 
lic-school education.  For  a time  he  followed 
the  tailor's  trade,  but  later  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. which  he  continued  until  his  death.  He 
married  Emeline  Mead,  daughter  of  Alanson 
Mead,  a larmer  of  New  Milford,  Litchfield  Co., 
Conn.,  and  his  wife,  Rachel  (Squires),  and  six 
children  were  born  of  this  marriage:  (1)  Caroline 
married  Levi  Congo,  and  had  two  children — 
Flora  and  Milla.  (2)  Jane  married  Stephen 
Reed;  they  had  no  children.  (3)  Charlotte  E. 
married  our  subject.  (4)  George  \V. , who  be- 
came a farmer  and  butcher  by  occupation,  mar- 
ried Sarah  J.  Northrop,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren— Lillie  May,  and  Ralph  N..  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years.  (5)  Edwin  (deceased) 
was  reared  and  educated  in  the  town  of  Sher- 
man, and  engaged  in  farming.  Soon  alter  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany  1,  7th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  for  three  years  he 
served  under  General  Burnsides.  He  married 
Miss  Phoebe  J.  Cole,  daughter  of  Lyman  and 
Mary  C.  (Beardsley)  Cole,  and  they  had  seven 
children:  George  S.,  an  electrician,  who  is  not 
married;  Abram  F.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten 
years;  Emma  and  Gertrude,  who  died  in  infancy; 


Enoch,  a plumber,  who  is  not  married;  Miss 
Carrie  A.;  and  one  that  died  in  infancy,  un- 
named. After  the  death  of  Edwin  Hoyt,  his 
widow  married  Avra  Beeman.  a farmer,  by  whom 
she  had  four  children:  Lyman  F.,  Bert,  Rufus, 
and  Ernest,  who  died  in  infancy.  (6)  Frank  M. 
(deceased)  followed  farming  for  a time,  then  en- 
gaged in  hatting,  and  later  was  in  mercantile 
business  in  Danbury.  He  married  Miss  Harriet 
Durga;  they  had  no  children. 

Charles  Frederick  Lockwood,  a half-brother 
of  Mrs.  Joyce,  was  born  and  reared  in  New  Mil- 
ford, Conn.,  and  obtained  a common-school  edu- 
cation. Having  learned  the  tailor’s  trade  in  his 
youth,  he  followed  it  for  a time  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  but  ill  health  compelled  him  to  sell  out. 
Later  he  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business, 
which  he  carried  on  until  his  death  in  1886.  He 
married  Miss  Caroline  Munson,  and  they  had  two 
children — Mary  G.  and  Dolly. 


RTHUR  C.  MIDDLEBROOK,  a farmer  of 

the  town  of  Wilton,  was  born  in  that  town 

October  31,  1873,  and  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  locality.  His  education  hav- 
ing been  completed,  he  learned  the  butcher  busi- 
ness, but  not  having  a liking  for  that  trade,  he 
became  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  has  since 
successfully  followed.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican. and  in  religious  faith  he  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Wilton.  He 
married  Mrs.  Mary  Seymour,  widow  of  the  late 
Charles  O.  Seymour,  who  was  a prosperous 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Wilton,  and  died  in 
1892.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mary  Morgan, 
and  she  was  born  in  April,  1857,  a daughter  of 
Harris  and  Mary  S.  (Rockwell)  Morgan,  the 
former  of  whom  is  a farmer  of  the  town  of  Wil- 
ton, and  an  eminently  respectable  man.  By  her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Seymour  she  had  four  children, 
as  follows:  Charles  E.,  bom  September  8,  1883; 
Edna  M.,  February  28,  1885;  Frank  L.,  Sep- 
tember 9,  1886;  and  Clarence,  January,  1889. 

Samuel  Middlebrook,  great-great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Fairfield, 
and  was  there  educated  in  the  common  schools. 
Afterward  he  engaged  in  farming,  which  occupa- 
tion he  followed  during  life.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Charles  Middlebrook,  son  of  Samuel,  and 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  and 
educated  in  Fairfield,  and  throughout  his  adult 
life  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  married  a Miss 
Smith,  bv  whom  he  had  the  following  children: 
Mary,  who  married  Henry  Flower;  Samuel,  a 
sketch  of  wdiom  follows;  James,  who  married 
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Emily  Olmstead;  Sarah,  who  married  a Mr.  I 
Sexton;  and  Charles,  who  married  Ella  Murphy.  I 

Samuel  Middlebrook.  eldest  son  of  Charles,  1 
and  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Wilton,  where  he  obtained  a good  com- 
mon-school education,  and  he  afterward  gradu- 
ated from  the  high  school  at  that  place.  Through- 
out his  life  he  was  engaged  mostly  in  farming. 
He  married  Miss  Artemisia  Olmstead,  daughter  I 
of  Lorenzo  Olmstead,  and  by  her  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Charles,  a sketch  of  whom  follows; 
Flower,  who  married  Carrie  Beers;  Bell,  wife 
of  Frank  Williams;  and  Marion,  who  remains 
single. 

Charles  Middlebrook,  eldest  son  of  Samuel, 
and  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  town 
Wilton  in  1852.  Having  received  an  excellent 
common-school  education  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  in  Wilton  for  some  time,  and 
then  for  some  years  was  engaged  in  various  occu- 
pations, at  length  learning  the  watch  and  clock 
maker's  trade  at  which  he  is  now  engaged.  He 
married  Miss  Agnes  Beers,  who  was  born  at 
Weston,  February  3,  1834,  a daughter  of  Edwin 
and  Abigail  (Mead)  Beers.  Edwin  Beers  was  a 
farmer  and  shoemaker  of  Weston,  and  a success- 
ful and  respectable  man.  To  this  union  were  born 
the  following  children:  Arthur,  who  married  Mrs. 
Charles  O.  Seymour;  Agnes  M.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  nineteen;  Louise,  who  married  Theodore 
Comstock;  and  Challis,  who  is  still  single. 

Charles  O.  Seymour,  father  of  our  subject's 
wife’s  first  husband,  was  born  in  Ridgefield,  April 
it,  1816,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  town,  afterward  devoting  his  life 
to  farming.  He  married  Miss  Maria  Olmstead, 
and  their  children  were:  Christopher,  who  mar- 
ried Fannie ; Bell,  wife  of  Samuel  Gregory; 

Helen,  who  married  H.  B.  Cole)’;  Lucy,  who  died 
in  infancy;  and  Charles  O.,  who  married  Mary 
Morgan,  as  already  related. 

Before  closing  this  sketch  it  may  be  proper 
to  add  the  names,  together  with  dates  of  birth,  of 
the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject's wife’s  first  husband,  to  wit:  Delia  A.,  Jan- 
uary 25,  1S04;  Hiram,  December  8,  1805;  Ru- 
fus, April  15,  1808;  Lucy,  June  18,  1811;  and 
Charles  O.,  1816.  The  father  of  these  was  born 
March  10,  1782,  the  mother  on  February  27, 
17S2. 


LOUIS  H.  WARNCKE  was  born  in  Hanover, 
1 Germany,  March  22.  1861.  After  receiv- 
ing his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  country,  he  was  employed  for  a vear  or 
two  on  a farm,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age 


he  set  sail  for  the  United  States,  landing  in  New 
York  in  1877.  For  about  three  years,  after 
reaching  that  city,  he  was  employed  in  the  gro- 
cery business,  and  thence  going  to  Jersey  City, 
N.  J.,  he  established  himself  in  the  pickling 
business,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  for 
about  twelve  years.  At  the  end  of  this  period 
he  sold  his  pickle  factory,  and  removed  to  Wil- 
ton, Conn.,  where  he  purchased  his  present  farm, 
on  which  he  carries  on  general  farming  and 
pickle  growing  and  packing,  being  located  at 
Cannon's  Station.  In  business  affairs  Mr. 
Warncke  has  been  unusually  successful,  and  he 
occupies  a respected  position  among  his  neigh- 
bors and  friends.  He  is  a member  of  the  United 
Friends,  of  Jersey  City,  and  he  was  for  years  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Warncke  married,  at  Jersey  City.  Miss 
Annie  B.  Evans,  a daughter  of  Henry  E.  and 
Martha  fMiesner)  Evans,  the  former  of  whom 
is  a brewer  of  Dover,  N.  H.  Mrs.  Warncke  was 
born  at  Dover.  N.  H.,  January  9,  1864. 
there  grew  to  womanhood,  receiving  her  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  To  this  marriage 
has  come  one  child.  George  L.,  born  January 

6,  1 88c.  ’ . . 

Claus  H.  Warncke.  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  and 
received  his  earlv  education  in  the  schools  of  ms 
native  place.  In  England  he  learned  the  trade 
ol  sugar  boiler,  at  which  he  worked  in  England 
for  a lew  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Get- 
rnanv,  and  there  purchased  a farm,  following 
farming  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
Miss  Amelia  Giese,  of  Germany,  and  by  her  nau 
the  following  named  children:  August,  born  mo 
gland,  who  married  Annie  Stevens,  and  has  had 
children  as  follows,  all  born  rnNew  Wrk-Harr), 
Etta,  August,  William,  Emily,  and  Lydia  T • 
Warncke  is  engaged  in  the  wooden  an 
ware  business  in  New  York  City),  Ernes , • 
, in  Brooklyn,  A- 


who  inanieu  :n{onc\: 

three  children,  two  of  whom  died  m 'n 
Henrv,  also  a salesman  in  Brooklyn.  N-  „nd  had 
deceased,  who  married  Louisa  Gerk Er’-,.  beth; 
four  children;  Louis  H.,  our  subject.  El  ^ 
Annie,  who  married  Captain  - £ 

Emily,  who  is  unmarried.  , jjis 

John  Litchen,  great-grandfather 

Louis  H.  Warncke.  was  born  Ger  ' a„d 
cated  in  the  public  schools  o (|ie  father 

alwavs  carried  on  farming,  ne  yjatier 

of  two  children,  viz.:  Matter  an  J . f ,vas 

Litchen,  grandmother  of  Mrs • ' Miefner,  a 

born  in  Germany  and  ma™ed  , children 

farmer  of  that  country,  the  following 


lor  a paper  warehouse  in  Brooklyn,  ■ - 
married  Rebecca  Schumaker,  and 
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being  born  to  this  union:  John,  who  married 
Annie  Finkledis;  Jacob,  who  married  Katie 
Litchen;  Christ;  Mary,  who  married  Henry 
Schumacher;  Annie,  who  married  Charles 
Kerner;  Katie,  who  married  Charles  Tipke;  and 
Martha. 

Martha  Misner,  was  bom  in  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, April  28,  1835.  She  came  to  the  United 
States  when  in  her  nineteenth  year,  in  1854,  and 
located  in  Boston,  Mass.,  where  she  met  and 
married,  for  her  first  husband,  Henry  E.  Evans, 
a native  of  Holstein,  Germany,  who  had  come  to 
this  country  a few  years  before.  At  the  time  of 
their  marriage  he  was  engaged  in  a cooper  shop 
in  Boston,  but  later  he  purchased  a brewery, 
which  he  ran  ior  a few  years,  and  then  sold,  re- 
moving to  Dover,  N.  H.  Here  he  purchased  a 
brewery,  which  he  conducted  until  his  death,  in 
the  year  1869.  He  and  his  wife  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Martha,  who  married  Frederick 
Gieseler;  Annie  B.,  who  married  Louis  Warncke; 
Henry,  who  married  Maggie  Biner;  and  John, 
who  married  Minnie  Wagner.  After  her  hus- 
band’s death  Mrs.  Evans  married  Louis  Erlacber, 
mate  of  a sailing  vessel,  who  followed  the  sea 
most  of  his  life.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
navy,  where  he  served  as  ordinary  seaman  for  a 
time,  later  being  promoted  to  paymaster's  de- 
partment. He  was  engaged  at  Fredericksburg 
and  other  plages,  was  wounded  in  the  capture  of 
a vessel,  and  is  now  drawing  a pension.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  he  was  for  some  time  em- 
ployed in  a cotton  mill  in  New  Hampshire,  but 
he  is  now  living  in  retirement. 


SIAM.  A.  STEMBERG,  merchant  tailor,  has 
) an  interesting  history  which  illustrates  the 
fact  that  the  road  to  success  lies  open  to  the  one 
who  wills  to  make  the  most  of  such  opportunities 
as  fate  allots  to  him. 

Mr.  Sternberg  was  born  September  20,  1858, 
in  the  city  of  Hasenpoth,  Courland,  Russia,  and 
is  of  Jewish  ancestry.  His  grandfather,  David 
Sternberg,  was  a resident  of  Hasenpoth,  and  his 
father,  Abraham  Sternberg,  was  a native  of  that 
city.  The  latter  followed  the  shoemaker's  trade 
from  boyhood  until  a few  years  ago,  and  having 
passed  the  Scriptural  limit  of  three-score  years 
and  ten  he  is  now  living  in  retirement,  in  Brook- 
lyn,  N.  Y.  His  wife,  Amelia  (Goldberg),  was 
born  at  Grobin,  near  Libau,  Russia,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Seleg  and  Sara  Goldberg,  who  lived  to  ad- 
vanced years,  the  former  dying  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six,  and  the  latter  when  ninety-eight. 
Our  subject  was  one  of  a family  of  seven  children, 


of  whom  the  youngest  son  was  killed  by  accident 
when  a year  and  a half  old;  the  survivors  are 
Silas,  John,  Sam.  A.,  Hugo,  Nicholi,  and  Jennie. 

Sam.  A.  Sternberg  attended  school  in  his  na- 
tive place  for  some  years,  but  from  the  age  of 
seven  his  instruction  was  limited  to  the  evening 
sessions,  as  the  days  were  spent  in  learning  the 
tailor’s  trade.  By  the  time  he  was  thirteen  he 
had  secured  a knowledge  of  all  branches  of  the 
business,  and  he  then  began  to  work  as  a journey- 
man. Young  as  he  was  he  desired  a better  open- 
ing than  his  native  land  afforded,  and  a few 
months  after  the  completion  of  his  apprentice- 
ship he  came  to  America,  landing  in  New  York 
City  in  1870.  There  he  immediately  found  em- 
ployment in  the  merchant-tailoring  establishment 
of  Underhill,  Sloat  & Muchmore,  on  Broadway, 
remaining  with  them  over  three  years,  and  sub- 
sequently rented  a shop  and  took  in  work  until 
1877,  when  he  removed  to  Danbury  and  entered 
the  employ  of  William  A.  Braun.  Five  years 
later  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  so  successful  did  he  become  that  he 
frequently  employed  two  cutters  and  fourteen 
workmen  at  one  time. 

Mr.  Sternberg  married  Miss  Fannie  Rosen- 
thal, a daughter  of  Ferdinand  and (Miller) 

Rosenthal.  Three  children  have  blessed  their 
union:  Silas  Abraham,  Alphonso  F.,  and  Davis 

David.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sternberg  are  members  of 
the  Hebrew  Congregation  at  Danbury,  and  are 
leaders  in  their  social  circle.  Mr.  Sternberg  be- 
longs to  the  Hebrew  Cemetery  Association  of 
Danbury,  and  to  various  fraternal  orders,  hold- 
ing membership  with  Reform  Lodge  No.  361, 
1.  O.  O.  F.,  of  the  City  of  New  York;  Devo- 
tional Encampment  at  Danbury;  Danbury  Lodge 
No.  120,  B.  P.  O.  E. ; the  Connecticut  Indemn- 
ity Association,  of  Waterbury,  an  insurance  order; 
and  with  Paugussett  Tribe  No.  3,  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men,  he  and  his  wife  belong- 
ing to  Pocahontas  Tribe  of  the  same  order. 
He  takes  an  ardent  interest  in  public  movements 
and  in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of  his  adopted 
country,  while  in  politics  he  is  a Republican. 


JrAMES  FRY,  a venerable  and  highly-esteemed 
citizen  of  Danbury,  was  born  in  that  town 
April  16,  1822,  and  after  a life  of  unusual 
eventfulness  and  change  is  passing  the  quiet 
afternoon  of  his  existence  amid  the  scenes  of  his 
childhood.  His  ancestors  were  early  residents 
of  the  locality,  his  father,  James  Fry,  having  been 
a son  of  Rome  and  Rachel  Fry.  Our  subject’s 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Sturgis, 
was  born  in  Danbury,  and  was  also  a member  of 
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an  old  familv.  Of  four  children,  James,  who 
was  the  youngest,  is  now  the  only  survivor;  the 
others  were  William  H.,  Jane  and  Henry. 

Danbury  has  always  kept  well  abreast  of 
the  times  in  educational  affairs,  and  the  schools 
which  Mr.  Fry  attended  in  boyhood  were  as  good 
as  could  then  be  found  in  a town  of  the  size.  His 
common-school  course  was  supplemented  by 
study  in  the  academy.  When  but  fifteen  years 
old  he  left  school  to  go  to  Poughkeepsie,  N.  f ., 
as  an  apprentice  to  a carpenter,  with  whom  he 
remained  three  years.  At  that  time  he  thought 
of  ‘‘a  life  on  the  ocean  wave”  as  the  summit  of 
happinecc  and  when  eighteen  he  shipped  on  board 
of  the  whaler  ‘•Elbe,”  of  Poughkeepsie.  They 
sailed  lor  the  Pacific  ocean,  going  around  Cape 
Horn,  and  then  turned  north,  touching  at  the 
Sandwich  Islands  on  their  way  to  the  Arctic 
regions,  where  thev  spent  the  season,  securing 
1,800  barrels  of  oil  as  a result  of  their  labors. 
Hoping  to  increase  their  cargo  they  set  sail  for 
New  Zealand,  expecting  to  spend  a season  there, 
but  thev  encountered  a storm  and  were  wrecked, 
both  vessel  and  oil  being  lost.  The  crew  were 
all  saved,  however,  and  Mr.  Fry,  who  was  taken 
on  board  the  ship  ‘ ‘ Arab.  ” from  Bristol.  England 
as  a carpenter,  was  taken  to  London,  the  vessel 
touching  at  lava,  Singapore,  Madras,  Calcutta, 
Pondicherry  (then  a French  port),  and  Canton, 
and  then  alter  rounding  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
stopping  at  St.  Helena,  Portsmouth,  and  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  beiore  reaching  their  destination. 
During  this  long  trip  Mr.  Fry  had  studied  the  I 
science  of  navigation  as  fully  as  he  could,  and  on  I 
being  discharged  at  London  he  went  to  Green- 
wich  and  completed  the  course  offered  on  that 
subject.  He  then  returned  to  New  York  City, 
thus  completing  a journey  around  the  eaith.  His 
desire  lor  a seafaring  life  had  disappeared,  and 
coming  back  to  his  native  place  he  established 
himself  in  business  as  a carpenter  and  millwright, 
and  later  became  interested  in  contracting  and 
building.  Many  of  the  dwelling  houses  in  Dan- 
bury and  vicinity  were  built  by  him,  and  he 
superintended  the  erection  of  the  new  city'  hall. 
He  has  also  done  a large  amount  of  work  in  the 
West,  especially  in  Janesville,  Wis.,  where  he 
built  the  “Ford  House,”  an  elegant  structure, 
destroyed  some  years  ago  by  fire. 

Mr.  Fry  married  Miss  Catherine  A.  Keech, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Maria  (Demorest) 
Keech,  of  Poughkeepsie,  and  eleven  children 
were  born  to  this  union:  Martha  S.,  Kittie  G., 

Andrew  W.,  losephine  A.,  Fredrick  D.,  Edward 
J.,  William  H..  Lillie,  Adeline,  Charles  M..  and 
George  R.  Of  this  large  family  all  are  living 
except  Lillie,  Kittie  G.,  and  Martha  S.,  who  was 


the  wife  of  Thomas  A.  Lounsbury,  chief  engineer 
of  the  Danbury  fire  department.  As  a good  citi- 
zen Mr.  Fry  has  always  taken  much  interest  in 
local  affairs,  and  he  is  one  of  the  prominent 
Democrats  of  his  town.  Before  Danbury  was 
incorporated  as  a city  he  served  as  warden  for 
five  years  and  burgess  for  one  year,  and  he  has 
also  held  several  minor  offices;  for  nine  years  he 
was  water  commissioner. 


I a 


B AVID  A.  WAKELEY,  who  has  passed  man's 
allotted  time  of  three-score  years  and  ten, 
and  is  still  hale  and  hearty  and  in  full  posses- 
sion of  all  his  faculties,  was  born  August  7,  1825, 
at  Chestnut  Hill,  town  of  Trumbull,  this  county, 
the  son  of  Abijah  Wakeley. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  school1 
near  his  home  and  then  learned  the  shoemakers 
trade,  which  he  followed  lor  eight  years,  after- 
ward engaging  in  the  manufacture  of  boots  and 
shoes  for  the  New  York  and  Southern  trade 
employing  a force  of  about  thirty  men.  He  did 
not  find  this  work  congenial  to  his  tastes,  an 
began  farming,  paying  particular  altentioi 1 to 
the  dairy  business,  in  which  he  has  now  be 
engaged  for  a quarter  of  a century  . 

proven  a financial  success,  and  Mr • '*** hf 
enabled  to  enjov  all  the  comforts  and  luxuries 

married  Mi*  MM  »■« 

a daughter  of  Daniel  Mallett.  and  three  children 
bless  their  union:  (1)  Melvin  dlev Will- 

Miss  Abigail  Williams,  daughter  of  Bradley  w 
iams.  and  has  had  (our  .ch|ld«n-N 1« 
Irene,  Lewis  A.  iwhodied  ’n  ^’.^fkstellc; 
age  of  twenty-two  \ ears)  dwell-  In  Pol- 

and (3)  Annie,  wile  of  John  read 
cal  faith  Mr.  Wakeley  is  a e ie^  -n  re]jgi0us 
ciples  of  the  Democratic  party,  d Jona| 

belief  he  is  a member_°f  )Dg  I l 

Church,  as  are  also  his  cJ>ld£  d ,he 
children.  For  manv  years  he  »ampl^ 
Good  Templars.  His  is  a E e habits 

well  worthv  of  emulation  (he  pie” 

and  right  living,  and  he  stands  among  P 
ent  generation  like  some  stur  y subject,  was 
Abijah  Wakeley,  father  o r sonJo{  Davld 
born  in  the  town  o 1 1 ’ His  education 
Wakeley,  a farmer  of  that  tow  • of 

was  all  obtained  m the  P he  bepan 

1 native  place,  and  on  ’ea  ^ which  he  ,o1' 
learning  the  blacksmiths  trade • sg Sai)yPee., 
lowed  all  his  days.  He  married  ^ four  0, 
and  six  children  ",ere  , e siIent  majors 
whom  have  since  join  Miles:  E>lW  u 

Stiles,  Polly  Ann,  Harriet  ana 
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the  wife  of  Alvah  Jennings,  of  Fairfield;  and 
David  A.  is  our  subject.  The  entire  family  be- 
longed to  the  Congregational  Church  and  con- 
tributed liberally  toward  its  support,  as  well  as 
to  all  movements  that  were  apt  to  bring  good  to 
their  fellow  men. 


CHARLES  WATERBURY.  who  owns  and 
occupies  “Willow  Lane  Farm,”  in  Green- 
wich township,  Fairfield  county,  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  that  section  for  comparatively  few  years, 
but  he  is  regarded  as  a valuable  citizen,  and  cer- 
tainly deserves  to  be  classed  among  the  pro- 
gressive agriculturists. 

Mr.  Waterbury  comes  from  an  old  and  highly 
respected  New  York  family.  His  father,  John 
Waterbury,  was  a native  of  Westchester  county, 
N.  Y. , as  was  also  his  father,  John,  Sr.,  who 
was  born  in  King  Street.  The  latter  was  a car- 
penter and  followed  his  trade  during  the  earlier 
years  of  his  manhood,  later  taking  up  farming 
pursuits.  He  removed  to  Whippoorwill,  where 
he  passed  away  when  over  eighty  years  of  age. 
Of  his  eight  children  John  was  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Westchester 
county,  where  ne  was  married  to  Rebecca  Brund- 
age,  who  was  born  at  North  Castle.  Westchester 
county,  the  daughter  of  Allen  Brundagc.  Soon 
afterward  the  young  couple  removed  to  New 
York  City,  \vhere  Mr.  Waterbury  engaged  in 
trucking,  and  in  1857  they  migrated  west,  loca- 
ting on  a new  farm  in  an  undeveloped  region  of 
Illinois.  He  erected  the  first  buildings  on  this 
land.  Having  been  trained  to  farm  work  from 
boyhood,  the  labor  of  cultivation  was  not  new  to 
him,  and  he  improved  the  farm  materially  during 
the  fifteen  years  of  his  residence  there.  His  next 
move  was  to  De  Kalb  county,  111.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  until  1S92,  in  which  year  he  re- 
turned to  New  York  State,  and  he  has  since  lived 
retired  in  Pieasantvilie.  By  industry  and  good 
management  he  made  agriculture  more  profitable 
than  the  ordinary  farmer  finds  it,  and  acquired  a 
competence  which  enables  him  to  spend  his  later 
years  in  comfort  and  ease.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Water- 
bury reared  a family  of  five  children:  George 

L,  who  is  a resident  of  De  Kalb  county,  111.; 
Charles;  Harvey  C.,  who  is  a clerk  in  the  post 
office  department  at  Washington,  D.  C. ; Mary 
F.,  Mrs.  Charles  Lawyer,  of  Pieasantvilie,  N.  Y.; 
and  John  A.,  also  of  Pieasantvilie.  The  parents 
hold  membership  with  the  Methodist  Church,  in 
which  Mr.  Waterburvhas  held  office;  he  is  a Re- 
publican in  political  sentiment. 

Charles  Waterbury  was  born  October  27, 
■1 86 1 , in  Piercevifle,  111.,  and  received  his  edu- 


I cation  in  his  native  State.  He  lived  at  home, 

| assisting  his  father  on  the  farm,  until  his  mar- 
! riage,  in  March,  1888,  to  Miss  Anna  Palmer,  of 
j Pieasantvilie,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.  She  was 
I born  October  9,  1861,  daughter  of  John  W.  and 
! Sarah  A.  (Husted)  Palmer,  attended  the  Yon- 
I kers  school,  and  taught  school  for  two  years 
I prior  to  her  marriage.  Shortly  after  that  event 
I Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waterbury  went  to  Colorado 
I Springs,  Colo.,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  but 
I they  returned  in  a few  months  to  Pieasantvilie, 

; and  in  1890  located  on  the  farm  in  Greenwich 
I township,  Fairfield  County,  Conn.,  which  has 
1 since  been  their  home,  Mr.  Waterbury  purchas- 
i ing  the  place  from  Charles  E.  Fitch.  “Willow 
I Lane  Farm  ” comprises  sixty  acres  of  excellent 
j land,  on  which  the  present  owner  has  made 
1 numerous  improvements,  and  in  addition  to  ordi- 
1 nary  crops  he  has  given  considerable  attention 
I to  fruit  growing,  at  this  writing  having  a number 
; of  fine  trees  on  the  place.  The  income  his  farm 
| yields  well  repays  him  for  the  care  and  labor  he 
I bestows  upon  it,  and  he  has  shown  himself  up- 
I to-date  and  enterprising  in  adopting  new  methods 
1 wherever  practicable.  Mr.  Waterbury  is  the 
1 only  one  of  his  family  living  in  Fairfield  county, 
though  there  are  others  of  the  same  name.  Mrs. 

1 Waterbury  is  the  only  one  of  her  father's  family 
I here.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 

1 namely:  AdaP.,  born  September  14,  1889,  and 
| John  A.,  bom  June  3,  1896.  Mrs.  Waterbury 
1 is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  with 
• which  she  united  before  her  marriage.  Mr. 

I Waterbury  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  he  takes 
I no  active  interest  in  party  affairs  aside  from  vot- 

I ing- 


MflCHAEL  FITZGERALD,  for  the  past 
twenty-eight  years  a resident  of  Bridgeport, 

1 where  he  has  been  engaged  at  various  occupa- 
1 tions,  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born  March  17,  1852, 
j in  County  Limerick. 

John  Fitzgerald,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
1 farmer  in  Ireland,  as  were  his  immediate  ances- 
1 tors,  and  he  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (Michael) 
! both  died  there.  They  had  a family  of  nine 
1 children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased  except 
l two:  Michael  (our  subject),  and  John,  who  is  in 

! the  trucking  business  in  Bridgeport. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  at  the 
schools  of  his  native  parish,  and  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm  until  he  was  seventeen  years 
old,  at  which  time  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
where  he  found  employment  in  New  York,  Brook- 
lyn, and  Ansonia,  Conn.,  respectively,  until  1871, 
in  that  year  coming  to  Bridgeport.  Here  he 
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first  worked  for  J.  D.  Albert,  as  a machinist,  cember  25.  1821,  received  his  education  at  the 

remaining  five  years,  after  which  he  was  in  the  district  schools,  and  learned  the  trade  of  shoe- 

employ  of  the  citv  corporation,  paving  and  flag-  maker,  following  same  for  a time.  His  chief 

ging  the  streets,  some  eighteen  or  nineteen  years,  occupation,  however,  was  agriculture,  in  which 

In  the  meantime  in  May,  1886.  he  embarked  in  he  engaged  extensively.  Simeon  Banks  was 

his  present  liquor  business  at  No.  79  Lexington  thrice  married,  first  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Banks,  widow 

avenue.  of  his  twin  brother,  Seymour,  and  one  child, 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  married  Miss  Alice  Hayes,  Sarah  (Mrs.  Wilson),  came  of  this  union.  Alter 

who  was  born  in  Limerick,  Ireland,  and  is  now  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Banks  married  Miss 

deceased.  For  his  second  wife  our  subject  Sarah  Burr,  daughter  of  Allred  and  Julia  (Ray- 

wedded  Miss  Kate  Rowe,  a native  of  Bridgeport,  mond)  Burr,  and  there  was  also  one  child  by  that 

Conn.,  and  a daughter  of  Michael  Rowe,  who  union,  Frederick  B..  our  subject.  For  his  third 

came  from  Ireland  some  years  ago.  Two  child-  wife  Simeon  Banks  wedded  her  sister  Harriet 

ren  blessed  this  union:  Lizzie,  and  one  that  Burr,  and  the  children  born  to  this  union  were: 

died  in  infancy.  In  religious  faith  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Georgiana;  Mamie,  wife  of  Allen  Jennings; 

Fitzgerald  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Arthur,  and  Charles.  The  father  of  this  family 

Church:  socially  he  has  been  affiliated  with  the  was  an  ardent  Democrat  in  his  political  prelei- 

Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  for  many  years:  in  1 ences,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a member  of  the 
politics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  he  takes  Congregational  Church. 

an  active  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  wel-  Eliphalet  Coley,  grandfatherof  Mrs.  Frederick 
fare  of  his  adopted  city  and  county.  B.  Banks,  was  born  in  Weston,  Fairfield  county. 

August  15,  1746.  and  died  November  12,  181- 
Farming  was  his  life  vocation,  but  for  many  years 

FREDERICK  B.  BANKS,  a well-known  he  kept  a general  store  near  the  present  home  of 

farmer  of  the  town  of  'Weston,  was  born  our  subject.  He  married  Eunice'  ■,  »'hc 

February  22,  1855,  in  the  town  of  Fairfield.  Fair-  was  born  July  22.  1752.  and  children  as  follows 

field  Co..  Conn.,  and  received  his  education  in  were  born  to'  them:  Demmon,  who  marrie 

the  district  schools  of  the  locality.  Learning  the  (first)  Henry  Nichols,  and  (second)  Harry  Fine  . 

trade  of  carpenter  he  has  for  many  years  worked  Burr  B.,  mention  of  whom  follows;  Bradley,  un- 

at  same  in  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits,  married;  and  W’akeman,  married  to  Anna 

which  he  follows  on  the  farm  his  wife  inherited  Sanford.  . . c 

from  her  father.  Burr  B.  Coley,  father  of  Mrs.  Frederic 

On  June  16,  1887,  our  subject  was  united  in  Banks,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Weston,  an 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Coley,  who  was  born  field  county,  in  1816.  and  was  a lifelong  armei. 

June  16,  ]Rb2,  daughter  of  Burr  B.  and  Eliza-  In  his  political  predilections  he  was  a loya  emt 

beth  B.  (Tompkins)  Coley,  prosperous  and  highly  crat,  and  in  religion  he  was  a regular  a en 
respectable  farming  people  of  Weston.  Three  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  mar 

children  were  born  of  this  union,  whose  names  Elizabeth  B.  Tompkins,  who  was  born  e r 

and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Anna  L.,  De-  16,  1827,  a daughter  of  John  Tomp 'ins. 

cember  25,  1 S88 ; Willis  B.,  August  6,  1892;  and  their  only  child.  Mary  E.,  is  the  wile  0 0 
Florence  C..  February  9,  1895.  Mr.  Banks  is  ject.  , r-5 

not  a member  of  any  religious  denomination,  but  John  Tompkins  was  born  Octo  er 
he  regularly  attends  the  services  of  the  Norfield  and  died  June  3.  184--  On  "Prl  1 i!_rn o'ctc- 
Congregational  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a married  Miss  Hannah  Dean,  who  was  p(j 
Democrat,  but  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  ber  31,  1784,  and  died  October  - , ' 

office.  children  as  follows  were  born  to 'them.  Jjj. 

Noah  Banks,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  garet  M.,  born  November  23,  1 > " miTriei 

born  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  and  followed  farm-  ried;  Elijah  D. , born  October  21,  ’ maI. 

ing  throughout  life.  He  married  Miss  Sallie  Ann  Miller;  Sally  A.,  born  Octoer  4. 

Gould,  and  bv  her  had  five  children:  Benjamin,  ried  Thomas  Miller;  Katherine  • . ^orn August 

married  to  Betsey  Smith;  Abram,  married  to  28,  1813,  married  Uriah  Perry;  Jo  . 

Sarah  Goodsell:  Seymour,  who  married  Sarah  28,  1815,  married  Ann  Miller,  Ja  uorD  Rovem- 
Banks;  Simeon  (twin  of  Seymour,)  a sketch  of  ber  3,  1817,  died  unmarried, Nancy,  ^ born 
whom  follows;  and  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Hezekiah  ber  1,  1820,  died  unmarrie  , g ;. 

Meeker.  November  ...  1 823.  died  February  V.  ^ ^ 

Simeon  Banks,  father  of  our  subject,  was  al-  Elizabeth  B.,  married  Burr 
so  a native  of  the  town  of  Fairfield,  born  De-  December,  188S. 
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JOHN  M<  PL\  IT.  the  p>q>i...»r  pn  pr:<  ter  of 
the  •Waverlv  11  tel."  at  Shi;  pan  Point,  1 
Fairfmld  Co.,  Conn..  is  a native  < f Ft. gland.  ] 
born  C >c t*  her  31,  1 S ; *y . at  Hexham,  in  the  County  j 
of  Northumberland  I 

William  M<  I)rvit.  his  father,  w.is  horn  in  : 
Glasgow.  Scotland,  carne  to  this  country,  and  j 
parsed  his  later  davs  at  Stamford.  Conn  , where 
he  died  in  1892.  lie  was  engaged  m the  liquor 
business. 

Our  subject  was  br-  tight  up  in  Glasgow, 
where  at  the  ape  of  sixteen  ) ears  he  entered  the 
en.ploy  of  the  Anchor  Line  of  Steamers,  running 
from  that  city  to  New  York.  After  four  years  of 
this  work  he  heated  in  New  York  City,  engaging 
in  the  barber  business,  which  he  continued  for 
ten  years,  part  of  the  time  in  Stamford,  Conn., 


enjoyed  a good  trade.  On  June  1 2,  1877,  Mr. 
Bee  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Keenan,  of  Bridge- 
port. whose  father  was  killed  while  serving  in  the 
Civil  war.  To  this  union  were  born  five  children: 
Anna.  Amanda,  Alice,  Kittie  (1)  (deceased),  and 
Kittie  .'2'.  The  mother  died  January  6,  1890, 
and  in  October,  1893,  our  subject  wedded  Ellen 
Kelley,  by  whom  he  has  one  child. 

In  his  political  preferences  Mr.  Bee  is  a Dem- 
I ocrat;  socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
1 Columbus;  in  religious  faith  he  is  a Roman 
, Catholic.  Possessed  of  a jovial,  genial  disposi- 
I turn,  he  makes  friends  wherever  he  goes,  and  in 
■ both  business  and  social  circles  occupies  an  en- 
viable position. 


whither  he  removed  in  1884.  Lor  some  time  he  TwTILLlAM  B.  SMITH  was  born  in  South 
conducted  a s.»N  on  there,  in  Pacific  avenue,  and  I if  I Salem.  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y..  Decem- 
then  for  a period  of  four  and  one-half  years  j ber  4.  1822,  and  received  his  early  education  in 
owned  and  conducted  the  “(irand  Cnion  Hotel."  Wilton,  Georgetown,  and  other  places.  After 
at  the  end  of  that  time  erecting  the  ••  Waverly  | leaving  school  he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter 
Hotel."  at  Shu  pan  Point,  which  he  still  carries  and  joiner,  which  he  has  followed  the  greater 
on  He  has  a No  been  the  proprietor  for  a mini-  part  of  his  life  in  Connecticut,  and  a great  many 
her  of  years  cd  a liquor  business  located  at  the  J buildings  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home  are  the  work 
corner  of  ( anal  street  and  Pacific  avenue,  and  he  1 of  his  hand  and  his  genius.  Howex’er.  he  did 


enjojs  a comfortable  income  from  these  sources, 
judicious  management  and  careful  oversight  of 
the  details  of  his  business  affairs  working  together 
for  his  prosperity. 

Mr  Mcl)<svit  was  married  in  New  York  City, 
to  Mu-s  McLathlan.  a native  of  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land. and  they  have  two  children:  William,  and 
Marguerite  Norma.  Fraternally,  our  subject  is 


not  wholly  depend  on  his  trade  for  a living,  for 
J he  purchased  a farm  which  he  conducted  some 
J thirty  years.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  Company  E.  Twenty- 
[ thud  Conn.  Vol.  Inf.,  in  which  he  served  his 
; country  faithfully  for  a period  of  nine  months, 
j During  the  early  part  of  his  life  he  was  a Whig 
1 in  politics,  hut  upon  the  organization  of  the  Re- 


ft rnrmlvf f of  Lodge  No.  999,  Kojal  Arcanum. 

ATKICK  BEE,  a well  known  citizen  of  ! 
Bridgeport,  is  a native  of  that  city,  born  ] 
January  8,  1854.  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Neid) 
face. 


publican  party  in  1854  he  became  a Republican, 
and  has  since  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
adhered  to  that  party,  though  at  the  present  time 
he  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Prohibitionists.  He  was  elected  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party  as  selectman  of  the  town  of  Weston, 
serving  one  term  in  that  office  to  the  satisfaction 


J'  hn  Bee  was  born  in  County  Roscommon,  I of  all  concerned.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
Ireland,  and  on  c<  ruing  to  this  country  settled  in  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at  Ridgefield,  and  in  re- 
Bndgeport.  His  family  consisted  of  five  children.  [ ligious  connection  he  is  a member  of  the  Metho- 
ds follows:  John  (deceased)  was  in  the  grocery  ■ dist  Church  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  of  which  he  has 
business  for  many  years  in  Bridgeport;  Michael  served  as  steward  and  trustee, 
also  died  in  that  citv;  Margaret  was  married  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Jane  A.  Sturges, 
(first)  to  Patrick  Caiahan,  and  (second)  to  Peter  ’ daughter  of  John  R.  and  Fannie  (Hull)  Sturges, 
Dority.  of  Bridgeport;  Patrick,  our  subject,  is  . prosperous  farmers  of  Weston,  and  to  this  mar- 
the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Delia  married  Patrick  j riage  came  three  children,  all  now  deceased,  viz.: 
Clancy,  of  Bridgeport.  1 Sarah  A.,  born  June  27,  1854.  married  Wilbur 

Patrick  Bee,  whose  name  opens  this  sketch,  1 Sturges;  Fannie  B..  born  July  1 5.  1859,  married 
after  leaving  school  commenced  learning  the  ! Lloyd  Godfrey;  and  Theron,  born  December  22, 
trade  of  brass  moider,  which  he  followed  in  his  , t86t,  died  in  infancy.  After  the  death  of  his 


native  city  about  twenty  years.  In  1890  he  com-  j first  wife  Mr.  Smith  married  again,  and  by  this 
menced  the  liquor  business  which  he  is  still  con-  union  had  one  child,  deceased  in  infancy, 
ducting  at  N0.  983  Main  street,  and  has  always  ■ Samuel  Smith,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject 

7tt 
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of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  the  town  of  New  his  life.  Religiously,  he  was  a member  of  the 
Canaan,  Conn.,  and  was  there  educated  in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  of  which  he  was 
common  schools.  Throughout  life  he  was  a one  of  the  leading  men.  On  February  ii,  1823, 
farmer,  except  during  the  time  he  served  as  a Mr.  Sturges  married  Miss  Fannie  Hull,  daughterof 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  He  married  Aaron  and  Betsey  (Fanton)  Hull,  the  former  of 
a Miss  Blatsley,  by  whom  he  had  children  as  fol-  whom  was  a farmer  of  Weston.  Fannie  Hull, 
lows:  Blatsley,  who  married  Clara  Stebbins;  was  born  December  10,  1804,  and  died  August 

Alfred,  who  married  Chloe  St.  John;  Samuel,  8,  1876.  The  children  born  to  this  marriage 
who  married  a Miss  Sanford;  Ezra;  Cyrus,  who  were  as  follows:  Louisa,  who  married  William  B. 
married  a Miss  Blatsley;  Mercy,  a Mrs.  Ferris;  Smith;  Jane  A.,  who  also  married  William  B. 
Sallie,  Mrs.  Osborne;  Abbie,  Mrs.  Curtis;  Matilda,  Smith;  Mary  E. , who  married  John  B.  Coley; 
Mrs.  Blatsley;  and  Mary,  who  remained  single,  and  Frederick,  Lydia,  Adele,  Elizabeth  and 
Blatsley  Smith,  eldest  son  of  Samuel  Smith,  Electa  A. , all  of  whom  died  young. 

and  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  town  

of  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  and  was  educated  there 

in  the  common  schools.  In  the  early  part  of  his  TtTtON.  MICHAEL  KENEALY,  a prominent 
life  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  but  later  he  car-  JKt  member  of  the  Fairfield  County  Bar,  ex- 
ried  on  business  as  a general  storekeeper  in  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  one  of  the 
South  Salem,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  leading  citizens  of  Stamford,  was  born  in  that 
forty-two  years.  He  married  Miss  Clara  Steb-  city  July  8,  1855. 

bins,' and  became  the  father  of  the  following  John  Kenealy,  his  father,  a native  of  Ireland, 
named  children:  Mary  E.,  who  married  Peter  born  at  Waterford,  came  to  the  United  State 

Osborne;  William  B.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  when  a young  man,  and  in  about  1845  located 
and  Clarissa,  who  married  Orin  Adams.  in  Stamford,  where  he  engaged  in  the  groceiy 

Robert  Sturges,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Jane  A.  trade,  and  became  actively  identified  with  the 
(Sturges)  Smith,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wes-  business  interests  of  the  place.  Here  he  marne 
ton.  Conn.,  April  10,  1774,  the  eleventh  child  in  Johannah  Fitzgerald,  a native  of  Ireland,  and  0 

a family  of  twelve  children,  as  follows:  Isaac,  their  union  were  born  children  as  follows:  James, 

born  February  25,  1754;  Lyda,  October  24,  who  is  in  the  Signal  Service  at  Duluth,  Mnm., 

1755;  Abigail,  September  - 24,  1757;  Ezekiel,  Michael,  our  subject;  and  Mrs.  Mary  0 Brien, 

November  24,  1759;  Elias,  April  17,  1762;  Han-  widow.  The  father  died  at  Stamford  mi  93' 
nah.  May  15,  1764;  Edward,  April  14,  1766;  The  mother  still  survives.  . . • 

Jabel,  April  19,  1768;  Daniel,  April  7,  i77o;Joel,  Michael  Kenealy  received  the  basis  0 

March  7,  1772;  Robert,  April  10,  1774;  and  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Stam  or  . 

Eleazer,  June  7,  1776.  Robert  Sturges  was  a clerked  in  his  father’s  store in  boyhoo  ,an  , 
manufacturer  of  axes  and  ran  a sawmill,  besides  thus  employed  learned  business  met  s,  §a  ^ 

owning  a large  farm  in  the  town  of  Weston.  He  information  by  general  reading,  and  a 

was  a most  active,  industrious  and  successful  time  began  the  study  of  law.  Later  e ^ 

man,  accumulated  considerable  property,  and  his  law  studies  in  the  office  of  Dims  e ^ 

was  highly  esteemed  by  all  his  neighbors  and  field,  and  in  1876  was  admitted  0 . 

friends  Bridgeport.  He  at  once  began  the p« 

He  and  his  wife  had  the  following  children:  law  in  his  native  city  and  coun  y,  a . c#reef 

Eliphalet,  who  married  twice,  first,  Eunice  An-  continued  ever  since.  In  his  pro  e 
drews,  and,  second,  Sallie  A.  Davis;  Abbie,  who  he  has  never  had  a law  partner,  jggg 

married  a Mr.  Morehouse;  Rachel,  who  married  alone  from  the  very  outset;  J?°^e  cCofield  occa- 
Isaac  Lockwood;  and  John,  who  married  Fan-  to  1893,  he  and  the  Hon.  t.  • stn(jj0iis 
nie  Hull.  John  Sturges,  father  of  Mrs.  Jane  A.  pied  an  office  jointly.  ^ mbl  ’ne  Kenealy 

Smith,  was  born  June  8,  1798,  and  died  May  31,  habits,  and  full  of  vim  and  energy,  y wJS 

1874.  Having  received  his  education  in  the  soon  rose  in  his  profession.  Qj  prose- 

common  schools  of  his  native  town,  he  engaged  recognized  in  his  election  to  e ^ creditably 
in  farming  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Politically,  curing  attorney  for  the  city,  w R i0 

he  was  a strong  Democrat,  and  he  was  honored  and  very  acceptably  filled  tor  . an  election 
with  successive  elections  to  the  Legislature  of  the  fall  of  1 896  he  was  honor  ^ an(j  wbile 
his  State,  also  served  as  selectman  many  terms,  to  the  General  Assembly  o a number  of 

and  was  justice  of  the  peace.  His  character  was  a member  of  this  body  serve  chairman  on  Ju‘ 
eminently  respectable,  and  he  was  highly  es-  important  committees,  acting  of  the 

teemed  by  his  neighbors  and  friends  throughout  dicial  Nominations  and  as 
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Judiciary  committee.  Mr.  Kenealy  is  not  only  a 
lawyer  of  ability,  but  he  is  a man  of  rare  judg- 
ment in  business  affairs,  rendering  opinions  sound 
and  of  weight.  Socially,  he  stands  high  in  the 
community  and  wherever  he  is  known.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Knickerbocker  Club  of  New  York 
City;  of  the  Connecticut  Bar  Association;  of  the 
Suburban  Club;  of  the  Business  Men’s  Club,  and 
of  the  Corinthian  Yacht  Club.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  of  the  Knights 
of  Columbus. 

Mr.  Kenealy  married  Miss  Lizzie  A.  Fagan, 
and  four  children  have  blessed  their  home,  name- 
ly: Edward,  Matthew,  James  and  Elizabeth. 

The  family  are  members  of  St.  John’s  Parish 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  of  Stamford. 


DR.  WILLIAM  J.  RIDER,  the  oldest  dentist 
in  Danbury,  and  one  of  the  leaders  in  his 
profession  in  this  section,  has  an  interesting 
genealogical  record,  his  lineage  being  traced  back 
to  one  of  the  devoted  band  of  pilgrims  that  landed 
at  Plymouth  Rock. 

John  Rider,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  near  Chatham  Four  Corners,  N. 
Y.,  and  his  son  John,  the  Doctor’s  grandfather, 
was  a native  of  Putnam  count}’,  N.  Y. ; he  settled 
at  Danbury,  where  he  cultivated  a farm  and  was 
also  engaged  in  contracting  and  building.  He 
married  MisstMary  Jarvis,  a native  of  Danbury, 
and  a niece  of  Bishop  Jarvis  of  New  York  State, 
and  nine  children  were  born  to  them:  John, 
Ralph,  Stephen,  Charles,  George,  William  H., 
Hannah,  Rachel  and  Mary. 

William  H.  Rider,  the  Doctor's  father,  was 
born  in  1798  in  Danbury,  where  he  made  his 
home  throughout  life,  dying  there  in  1854.  He 
was  a prosperous  carpenter  and  builder,  a man 
of  intelligence  and  standing,  and  in  politics  affil- 
iated with  the  Whig  party.  His  wife,  Adelia 
(Howes),  was  a descendant  of  an  old  English 
family,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Southeast, 
Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y. . the  daughter  of  Moody 
Howes.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  the 
four  children  born  to  this  union,  the  others  being 
Frances,  and  Lewis  and  Henry,  both  deceased. 

Doctor  Rider  was  born  at  Danbury  in  March, 
1827,  and  there  his  life  has  been  spent.  The 
schools  of  that  place  have  always  been  noted  for 
their  efficiency,  and  he  availed  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity which  they  afforded,  completing  a 
course  in  the  academy,  from  which  he  graduated. 
He  then  entered  the  office  of  William  B.  Hurd, 
a successful  dentist,  with  whom  he  spent  some 
years,  learning  all  the  details  of  the  work,  and 
in  1848  he  established  an  independent  practice 


which  he  has  ever  since  continued  with  undi- 
minished success.  He  has  won  a wide  reputa- 
tion for  skill  and  ability,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
dental  commissioners  for  the  State  of  Connecti-. 
cut,  and  a leading  member  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Dental  Society,  of  which  he  has  been  pres- 
ident for  three  terms.  He  is  interested  in  several 
business  enterprises  at  Danbury,  is  vice-president 
of  the  Union  Savings  Bank,  and  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  Danbury  Savings  Bank.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican. 

In  1852  Doctor  Rider  married  Miss  Elibia  F. 
Fry,  a daughter  of  Deacon  John  Fry,  and  a 
member  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  "Danbury. 
Six  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Ella, 

William  H.,  Katie  B.,  Charles,  Sarah  and  Mary, 
all  of  whom  are  living.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
have  always  been  prominent  in  its  various  lines 
of  work.  He  is  also  identified  with  many  philan- 
thropic movements,  and  is  now  acting  as  the 
president  of  the  Children’s  Home. 


MfICHAEL  J.  ROWE,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  able 
_ _l  young  physicians  of  Bridgeport,  has  found 
that,  for  him,  the  best  field  of  effort  is  among 
the  people  who  have  known  him  from  childhood, 
and  whose  confidence  is  based  on  the  intimate 
knowledge  of  his  sterling  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart. 

Doctor  Rowe  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  Sep- 
tember 10,  1866,  son  of  Michael  Rowe,  a native 
of  County  Westmeath,  Ireland.  His  father  was 
a carriage  blacksmith  by  occupation,  came  to 
America  in  early  manhood,  and  was  married  here 
to  Miss  Catherine  Gill,  also  a native  of  West- 
meath. He  died  in  1893;  the  mother  yet  sur- 
vives him,  and  of  their  eight  children  six  are 
still  living:  Annie  married  (first)  Thomas  Kee- 

gan, and  after  his  decease  wedded  James  Payden, 
formerly  of  Wallingford,  now  of  Bridgeport; 
John  is  in  the  employ  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  & Hartford  Railroad  Company;  Cather- 
ine married  Michael  Fitzgerald;  Michael  J.,  our 
subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Edward 
is  a member  of  the  Second  Light  Artillery,  N.  Y. 
Regulars,  and  went  to  Santiago  during  the  late 
war  with  Spain;  William  is  at  home;  James  is 
deceased;  and  the  youngest  child  died  in  infancy, 
unnamed. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  Bridgeport,  where 
he  attended  the  Washington  street  school,  and 
the  city  high  school.  In  September,  1884,  he 
entered  St.  Charles  College,  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
where  he  remained  four  years,  and  on  leaving 
that  institution  he  spent  a year  as  clerk  in  a 
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drug  store  in  Bridgeport,  owned  by  L.  F.  Curtis. 
He  then  received  a diploma  as  an  efficient  phar- 
macist, and,  going  to  Hartford,  he  was  employed 
by  M.  Greenbaum  and,  later,  by  another  drug- 
gist. He.  then  entered  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  New  York,  remaining  two 
years,  and  in  1896  he  was  graduated  from  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New  York 
City,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  For  one  year 
he  practiced  in  Hartford,  and  then  located  in 
Bridgeport,  where  his  talents  and  skill  have 
found  a promising  opening.  He  is  a valued  mem- 
ber of  the  Bridgeport  Medical  Society  and  the 
Fairfield  County  Medical  Society,  and  of  the 
Hartford  Pharmaceutical  Society,  while  he  is 
also  identified  with  numerous  social  organiza- 
tions, including  the  Foresters  of  America, 

On  January  11,  1893,  Doctor  Rowe  married 
M iss  Mary  E.  Twigg,  a native  of  New  York,  and 
a daughter  of  John  Twigg,  who  was  born  in 
this  country.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  Bridge- 
port. and  are  much  esteemed  by  a large  circle  of 
acquaintances.  While  he  does  not  take  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs,  he  is  keenly  inter- 
ested in  public  questions,  and  is  an  ardent  Dem- 
ocrat. 


GILBERT  SPAULDING  is  a prominent  real- 
estate  dealer  of  Stamford,  where  he  has 
made  his  home  for  almost  forty  years,  honored 
as  one  of  the  best  citizens  of  that  thriving  little 
city.  He  is  a native  of  Connecticut,  having  been 
born  July  3,  1821,  at  Eastford,  Windham 
county,  and  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  New  England,  being  a grandson  of 
Ephraim  Spaulding,  who  was  a lifelong  resident 
of  Windham  county,  and  a son  of  Dua  Spaulding, 
also  a native  of  Eastford,  who  passed  the  eighty- 
seven  years  of  his  life  in  the  house  where  he  was 
born.  Dua  Spaulding  married  Maicy  Warren. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 

Gilbert  Spaulding  commenced  school  at  East- 
ford, where  he  received  his  rudimentary  educa- 
tion, and  later  was  a pupil  at  different  institutions 
ol  lecognized  standing,  attending  the  school  at 
Hollister,  Conn.,  conducted  by  Gardiner  Rice 
(who  was  the  father  of  Dr.  Watson  E.  Rice,  of 
Stamford),  and  the  academy  in  the  town  of  Ash- 
ford, Conn.,  taught  by  Rev.  E.  B.  Huntington, 
who  subsequently  came  to  Stamford  and  was  the 
author  of  the  history  of  that  place.  During  his 
early  manhood  Mr.  Spaulding  taught  music,  for 
which  he  possesses  considerable  talent,  giving 
lessons  on  the  violin  and  in  singing  until  1843, 
when  he  went  to  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  embarked 


on  a commercial  career.  He  carried  on  a grocery 
business  in  that  town  for  seven  years,  and  ior 
another  seven  years  acted  as  agent  for  the  five 
roads  at  Worcester  Junction,  after  which,  for  one 
year,  he  was  employed  in  a bank  at  Providence, 
R.  1.  Following  this  he  was  engaged  two  years 
in  New  York  City  as  agent  for  the  Atlantic  Glass 
Company,  and  on  August  15,  i860,  he  came  to 
Stamford  to  live,  making  his  home  on  Prospect 
avenue,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  For 
the  past  thirty  years  he  has  dealt  in  real  estate, 
handling  Stamford  and  New  York  City  property, 
and  he  has  made  a number  of  important  trans- 
actions during  this  time. 

Mr.  Spaulding  was  married,  at  Eastford, 
Conn.,  to  Mary  Rose  Ripley,  whose  father  was  a 
Congregational  cleigvman,  and  they  have  had 
one  daughter,  Rosalie  B.  Miss  Spaulding  is  a 
talented  musician,  and  she  is  an  active  Church 
worker,  having  served  for  seventeen  years  as 
superintendent  of  the  primary  department  of  the 
Sunday-school  of  the  Stamford  Congregational 
Church,  to  which  she  and  her  parents  belong. 
Mr.  Spaulding  is  a Republican  in  political  pref- 
erence. 


P=P'URNEY  HALL,  one  of  the  venerable  resi- 
1 dents  of  Bridgeport,  was  born  July  M. 
1815,  at  Greenfield,  Conn.,  a son  of  George 
Washington  and  Lois  (Buckley)  Hall. 

William  Hall,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
of  Scottish  ancestry,  and  was  a Methodist  min- 
ister in  Greenfield.  He  served  in  the  Conunen 
tal  armv  as  a trooper  during  the  war  of  the  evo 
lution,  being  an  expert  rider.  He  married  a 
Miss  Williams,  and  they  were  the  parents  ol  si 
children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters:  Ghariq, 
Annie,  Lvman,  Legrande,  Willis  and  George  • 
George  W.  Hall  removed,  in  1819, 10  he  • 
Litchfield  Co..  Conn.,  and  there  was  connect 
with  the  iron  furnace  until  his  death,  w 1 1 
curred  about  1S27.  He  married  Lo»  £ 
a daughter  of  Turney  Buckley,  0 were 
and  she  died  about  1855.  Bix  c 1 ' 
born  to  this  union:  Emeline,  George  • • - 
than  W.  and  Catharine,  all  now  deceased  J 
ney,  our  subject;  and  Derenz.l,  0 Long  H “■ 

Burney  Hall  attended  schoo  he"b^ 

after  his  father  s death  he  went  to  b 
friend  of  the  family.  He  learned  thMa.  ^ 
trade  with  his  brother  in  Kent,  hkeep. 

worked  for  two  years,  then  going  yjrs, 

sie,  N.  Y„  where  he  bound  himself  out  w 

Ackert,  a tailoress,  for  one  tjme  he  had 

1 month  and  board.  By  ' working  and  re- 

I saved,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  $138  °°’ 
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turning  to  Kent  he  became  a member  of  the  firm 
of  G.  B.  &*  T.  Hall,  where  he  remained  for 
many  years.  Too  close  application  to  business 
brought  the  usual  result— ill  health— and  he  was 
compelled  to  retire  for  a time,  residing  in  the 
interim  in  Bridgeport.  On  regaining  his  health 
he  clerked  lor  a year  in  a dry-goods  store  at 
Litchfield,  and  then  opened  a grocery  and  cloth- 
ing store  at  Washington,  Litchfield  county, 
which  he  conducted  for  two  years.  His  next 
venture  was  in  Stratford,  Conn. , where  he  was 
in  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law  in  the 
milk  business,  and  later  with  his  brother  in  the 
milk  and  vegetable  business,  and  after  two  vears 
at  this  he  accepted  a position  with  Dunham, 
Oviatt  & Skidmore,  in  their  dry-goods  store. 
Here  he  remained  four  years,  after  which  lor  one 
year  he  clerked  for  Henry  Shelton,  in  Bridge- 
port. For  twenty  years  he  was  the  successful 
proprietor  of  a iancy  and  variety  store  on  Main 
street,  in  Bridgeport,  in  all  his  enterprises  meet- 
ing with  uniform  success.  Now  in  his  declining 
years  he  is  a well-preserved  man,  and  aside  from 
poor  eyesight  is  in  the  full  possession  of  all  his 
faculties. 

Mr.  Hall  was  married,  at  Kent.  Conn.,  to 
Miss  Sarah  Eliza  Gibbs,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Kate  F.,  who  married 
F.  Victor  Cole  and  has  three  children — Kittie, 
Lois  Minerva  and  Sherman  Turney  H.:  Grace, 
who  married  »Jesse  B.  Cornwell,  a well-known 
manufacturer  in  Bridgeport,  by  whom  she  has 
three  children — Natalie,  Maude  and  Lawrence 
W. ; and  Bertha,  who  married  Frank  Hopson,  of 
Lordship  Park,  Stratford,  and  has  two  children — 
Grace  and  William.  The  father  finds  a pleasant 
home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Cornwell.  He  is 
an  earnest  member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church. 


TlrORACE  HORTON  JACKSON  is  one  of  the 
young  and  enterprising  business  men  of 
Bridgeport,  and  his  success  in  mercantile  life 
demonstrates  his  sound  judgment  and  thorough 
command  of  business  methods. 

The  Jackson  family  is  of  English  origin,  and 
our  subject's  ancestors  crossed  the  ocean  in  the 
same  ship  that  carried  the  ancestors  of  Gen.  U. 
S.  Grant.  Our  subject's  great-grandfather  Jack- 
son  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
made  his  home  in  Vermont,  where  our  subject’s 
grandfather  and  father,  Edward  Pierus  Jackson, 
were  also  born.  Edward  P.  Jackson  married 
Miss  Sarah  F.  Blake,  a native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Horace  H.  Jackson  was  born  November  16, 
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1863,  in  Yonkers,  N.  Y. , but  his  boyhood  was 
spent  in  different  places,  his  parents  removing 
from  Yonkers  to  Norfolk,  Conn.,  where  they 
spent  one  year,  and  later  they  resided  two  years 
in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  one  year  in  Bridgeport, 
this  county,  and  in  Middleport,  Ohio.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1875,  the)' returned  to  Bridgeport,  where 
our  subject  attended  the  Barnum  school  for  a 
time,  and  in  1879  he  entered  upon  his  business 
career  there  as  clerk  in  a drug  store.  In  Au- 
gust, 1 880,  he  was  employed  by  the  Howe  Sew- 
ing Machine  Company,  with  which  he  remained 
until  September,  1882,  when  he  became  a clerk 
in  James  Young’s  book  and  stationery  store,  hold- 
ing this  position  for  about  six  years,  and  on  No- 
vember 10,  1888,  he  was  taken  into  the  firm, 
succeeding  E.  W.  Fairchild.  On  June  10,  1894, 
the  firm  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Jackson  has  since 
conducted  the  business  alone.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Politically  Mr.  Jackson  is  a Republican,  but 
he  has  never  taken  an  active  share  in  party  work, 
although  he  is  a member  of  the  local  Republican 
club.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Methodist,  and 
he  is  a leading  member  of  the  Washington  Park 
Church  at  Bridgeport,  having  served  about  ten 
years  as  secretary  of  the  Sunday-school.  He  is 
prominent  in  social  life  and  is  connected  with 
numerous  organizations,  including  the  Sea  Side 
Club,  of  Brooklawn;  the  Bridgeport  Yacht  Club; 
the  Contemporary  Club;  the  Masonic  Fraternity; 
the  I.  O.  O.  F. : the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men.  Quenibog  Tribe  No.  27,  in  which  he  holds 
the  rank  of  past  sachem;  and  the  X.  A.  E.  O., 
Nebo  Senate.  He  is  especially  active  in  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. . and  has  passed  all  the  chairs  in 
Pequonnock  Lodge  No.  4 (one  of  the  oldest 
lodges  in  the  State  and  now  the  second  in  mem- 
bership), ranking  as  past  grand  and  past  chief 
patriarch  in  that  body.  He  belongs  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State,  is  a member  of  Stratfield 
Encampment  No.  23,  and  a charter  member  of 
Charity  Lodge  No.  4,  Rebekah  degree. 


EORGE  BRADLEY  TREADWELL,  a 
prominent  resident  of  the  town  of  Redding, 
is  related  to  several  of  the  leading  families  of  his 
section  and  represents  a worthy  type  of  citizen- 
ship. 

On  the  paternal  side  Mr.  Treadwell  is  a great- 
grandson  of  Joseph  Treadwell,  who  was  born 
May  28,  1761,  and  died  April  20,  1819.  He 
married  Eunice  Nichols,  who  was  born  March  3, 
1763,  and  died  September  4,  1825,  and  their 
union  was  blessed  with  eight  children,  whose 
names  with  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Olive, 
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November  i8,  1782;  Hannah,  March  24,  1785; 
Amelia,  May  12,  1787;  Thomas,  July  11,  1789; 
Sarah,  May  17,  1791;  Ebenezer,  June  21,  1793; 
Walter,  October  14,  1797;  and  Sybil,  September 
9,  1804. 

Ebenezer  Treadwell,  our  subject's  grandfa- 
ther, married,  for  his  first  wife,  Selina  Bradley. 
His  second  wife,  Bethiah  Osborne,  was  born 

April  24,  , and  died  July  7,  1874.  There 

were  two  children  by  the  first  union  and  four  by 
the  second,  and  we  have  the  following  record  of 
this  family:  ft)  Bradley,  the  father  of  our  sub- 

ject, is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (2)  Selina 
T.  married  Daniel  A.  Nichols  and  had  two  chil- 
dren— Daniel  A.,  Jr.,  and  Elsie  Beardsley.  (3) 
Aaron,  born  March  7,  1828,  died  July  8,  1896. 
He  married  Lois  Rebecca  Mead,  who  was  born 
September  16,  1830,  and  died  October  16,  1888, 
and  their  children  were — (a'  Selina  Elida,  (b) 
Alvin  Mead,  (c)  Aaron  Louis,  and  (d)  Frank 
Beach,  (a)  Selina  Elida,  born  November  14, 
1852,  married  George  Henry  Gould,  born  Sep- 
tember 4,  1S49,  and  had  seven  childien,  whose 
names  with  dates  of  birth  are  here  giv  en:  Nellie 

Julia,  July  11,  1874;  Elsie.  March  17,  1877; 
George  Henry,  June  18.  1880:  Amen  Treadwell, 
July  17,  1883;  John  Howard,  March  15,  1886; 
Russell  Lowell,  November  8,  1890;  and  Mar- 
jorie. September  30,  1895.  (b)  Alvin  Mead, 

born  August  6,  1854,  married  Sarah  Elizabeth 
McMillan,  and  they  had  five  children,  born  as 
follows:  Nellie,  April  20,  j88i;  a daughter,  De- 
cember 31,  1882  (died  January  5,  1883);  Mary 
Lois,  January  16,  1884;  Marguerite,  February 
25,  1888  (died  February  27,  1889);  and  Alvin 
Mead,  Jr.,  June  21,  189c.  (C)  Aaron  Louis, 

born  December  23,  1866,  married  Sarah  Maria 
Still,  who  was  born  September  26,  1865,  and 
they  have  had  two  children:  Lois,  born  July 
13.  1893;  and  Merlin  Mead,  born  July  30,  1895, 
who  died  October  7,  1895.  (d)  Frank  Beach, 

born  July  8,  1872,  died  January  3.  1874.  (4) 

Joseph,  the  third  son  and  fourth  child  of  Eben- 
ezer Treadwell,  was  born  in  October,  1832.  (5) 

Edmund  was  born  May  3,  185;.  (6)  Isaac 

Knapp,  born  March  8,  1842,  married  Annabel 
Beers,  who  was  born  December  1,  1862,  and 
thev  have  had  two  childien — Alfred  Sprague, 
born  March  8,  1892,  and  Fanny  Amelia,  born 
September  24,  1893. 

The  late  Bradley  Treadwell,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  September  io.  1817,  in  the 
town  of  Weston,  this  county,  and  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  that  locality.  For 
some  years  he  made  a specialty  of  carriage 
trimming,  but  later  he  engaged  in  farming,  in 
which  he  continued  until  his  death,  on  December 


24,  1888.  He  was  held  in  high  esteem  among 
his  associates,  and  was  actively  interested  in  re- 
ligious work  as  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  at  Redding,  holding  different  official  po- 
sitions therein,  including  that  of  steward.  In 
politics  he  was  a strong  Republican,  but  he  never 
aspired  to  party  honors.  On  October  14,  1844, 
he  married  Miss  Fannie  Meeker,  by  whom  he 
had  four  children:  George  Bradley,  born  Octo- 

ber 13,  l S45  ; Alfred  Meeker,  born  June  21, 
1849,  died  November  24,  1891;  Carrie  Jackson, 
born  July  16,  1854;  and  Isaac  Nichols,  born 
December  1,  i860.  The  mother  is  deceased. 

Mrs.  Fannie  (Meeker)  Treadwell  was  bom  in 
November,  1819,  the  only  child  of  Alfred  Meeker 
and  his  first  wife,  Clarissa  (Jackson).  She  was  a 
granddaughter  of  Azariah  and  Eunice  Meeker, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of  the  town  of 
Redding:  after  receiving  a common-school  edu- 
cation there  he  engaged  extensively  in  farming, 
in  addition  carrying  on  a blacksmith  shop  and 
running  a sawmill  and  cider  mill.  He  and  his 
wife  reared  a family  of  four  children:  Alfred; 

Burr;  Daniel,  who  married  Eunice  Merwin;  and 
Harry,  who  married  Ellen  Goodier.  Alfred 
Meeker  was  born  in  the  town  of  Redding  and 
obtained  a district-school  education.  He  al- 
ways followed  farming  as  an  occupation  and 
was  considered  an  excellent  citizen.  His  first 
wife,  Clarissa  (Jackson),  was  a daughter  of 
Ezekiel  and  Hannah  (Gray)  Jackson,  of  Red- 
ding, her  father  being  a well-known  farmer. 
After  her  death  he  married  Roxey  Bennett,  by 
whom  he  had  one  son,  Ezra,  now  a farmer  in 
the  town  of  Monroe,  Fairfield  county,  who  is 
married  and  has  several  children. 

George  B.  Treadwell  has  passed  all  his  life 
in  the  town  of  his  birth,  and  he  has  taken  up 
farming  as  his  life  work.  During  his  early 
manhood  he  clerked  in  a store  for  thiee  years. 
In  1895  he  was  honored  with  election  to  the  po- 
sition of  selectman,  in  which  he  served  faithfully 
for  one  term.  His  political  preferences  are  for 
the  Republican  party.  In  religious  connection 
he  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 


W'  J.  SOULE,  a resident  of  the  town  of 

Sherman,  is  prominently  identified  with 

educational  work  in  this  section,  and  is  also 
known  as  a successful  agriculturist.  He  was 
born  December  29,  1851,  in  the  town  of  New 
Milford,  Litchfield  county,  this  State,  but  his 
youth  was  spent  mainly  in  Fairfield  county,  his 
education  being  acquired  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  town  of  Sherman,  the  city  of  Danbury,  and 
the  town  of  New  Fairfield.  His  attention  has 
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for  some  years  been  devoted  to  teaching,  in  which 
calling  he  has  won  an  excellent  reputation,  and 
his  spare  time  has  been  given  to  agriculture. 
For  six  years  he  served  as  a member  of  the 
school  board  of  the  town  of  Sherman.  Mr.  Soule 
is  not  married. 

Ebenezer  Soule,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  July  26,  1810,  in  Dover  Plains,  N.  Y., 
where  he  received  a good  common-school  educa- 
tion. Graduating  later  from  Columbia  College, 
he  entered  upon  a successful  career  as  a teacher, 
many  young  men  having  been  prepared  for  their 
collegiate  course  by  him.  At  the  opening  of  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  28th  Conn.  V.  I.,  but 
owing  to  exposure  and  hardships  he  contracted 
consumption,  and  his  death  occurred  from  that 
disease  on  July  20,  1862.  His  first  wife,  Caro- 
line A.  Hoag,  of  Dover.  N.  Y.,  died  October  8, 
1848,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years.  On  May 
3,  1849,  he  married  Miss  Phoebe  A.  Curtis,  who 
was  born  December  5,  1809,  in  Bridgewater, 
Conn.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  union. 
Cornelia  J.,  born  December  29,  1851,  married 
Edward  Quien,  of  Danbury,  and  has  had  four 
children — Edward  \V.  (deceased),  Ernest  L. , 
Clifford  J.  and  Fannie  C. 

The  ramifications  of  our  subject's  genealog- 
ical record  lead  to  a number  oi  our  well-known 
families,  including  the  Spencer,  Curtis,  Crane, 
Paddock,  Baxter,  and  other  lines. 

Nathan  Spencer,  a native  of  New  Fairfield, 
purchased  a large  farm  in  that  township  and  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death.  At 
the  time  of  the  war  of  1 S 1 2 he  served  as  a mu- 
sician throughout  the  struggle.  He  married 
Polly  White,  by  whom  he  had  five  children: 
Nathan,  Ferdinand,  Betsey,  Esther  (Mrs.  Tripp), 
and  Sarah  (Mrs.  Cleaver).  Ferdinand  Spencer 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Sherman,  which  was  at 
that  time  a part  of  New  Fairfield.  After  re- 
ceiving a common-school  education  he  learned 
the  mason’s  trade,  which  he  followed  during  his 
active  life.  He  took  much  interest  in  politics, 
and  in  his  later  years  was  a strong  Repub- 
lican, but  he  never  aspired  to  office.  His 
death  occurred  July  2b,  1876.  In  1834  he 
married  Miss  Hannah  Curtis,  who  survives  him, 
and  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  although  in  her 
eighty-sixth  year.  She  was  born  February  28, 
1811,  the  daughter  of  Stiles  B.  and  Fannie 
(Paddock)  Curtis.  Ferdinand  and  Hannah  Spen- 
cer had  two  children:  Jane,  born  April  3,  1836, 
who  married  (first)  Abel  Stuart,  and  (second) 
George  Barnum;  and  Charles  F.,  born  April  8, 
'839.  who  was  first  married  to  Susan  Knapp,  and 
afterward  to  Maggie . 

The  Curtis  familv  is  identified  with  Newtown, 


Reuben  Curtis,  Mrs.  Phoebe  Soule’s  great-grand- 
father, having  been  born  and  reared  there.  He 
married  a Miss  Bishop,  and  of  their  children 
Hannah  married  William  Monroe;  Abner  died  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  and  Stiles  B.  was  Mrs. 
Soule's  father.  Stiles  B.  Curtis  was  born  in 
Newtown  and  became  a successful  farmer  there. 
He  married  Miss  Fannie  Paddock,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Crane)  Paddock,  and  they 
had  seven  children:  Abner,  who  married  a Miss 
Hawley;  Stiles,  who  married  Amelia  Monroe; 
Phoebe,  wife  of  Ebenezer  Soule;  Hannah,  Mrs. 
Spencer;  David,  who  married  Charry  Monroe; 
Ross,  who  married  Esther  Curtis;  and  Mary, 
wife  of  Amariah  Mallett. 


EORACE  R.  NASH,  a prominent  business 

man  of  South  Norwalk,  Fairfield  county,  is 

a member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Nash  & Van- 
Scoy,  successors  to  F.  H.  Nash  & Brother. 

The  Nash  family  has  for  several  generations 
been  regarded  as  thoroughly  representative,  and 
of  a high  type  of  citizenship.  Jacob  Nash,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a sailor  by 
occupation,  as  was  also  Hon.  Daniel  K.  Nash, 
the  grandfather,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Ridgefield,  Fairfield  county,  but  made  his  home 
during  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  in  Norwalk. 
He  was  a man  of  much  influence  in  the  com- 
munity, taking  an  active  part  in  politics  as  a 
member  of  the  Whig  organization,  and  at  one 
time  he  served  as  a representative  in  the  State 
Legislature.  His  wife  was  a Miss  Raymond,  and 
six  children  were  born  to  their  union,  as  follows: 
Sarah,  widow  of  William  C.  Sammis,  of  Norwalk; 
Minerva  E. , who  married  William  E.  Raymond, 
of  Detroit;  Francis  H.,  our  subject’s  father; 
Theodorus  B.,  a retired  resident  of  Norwalk; 
Clarence  W.,  a resident  of  Daytona,  Fla.,  where 
he  is  a dealer  in  stoves,  crockery  and  similar 
commodities;  and  Mary  H.  (deceased),  who  was 
the  wife  of  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  H.  Orton,  for- 
merly connected  with  the  United  States  army. 

Francis  H.  Nash  was  born  in  South  Norwalk 
in  1825,  and  during  his  youth  spent  a short  time 
in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  learning  the  art  of  making  mathe- 
matical instruments.  In  1848  he  established  the 
business  now  conducted  by  Nash  & Van  Scoy, 
continuing  same  successfully  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  February  12,  1887.  As  a citizen 
he  was  held  in  high  esteem,  and  for  many  years 
he  was  a leading  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  and 
he  always  took  a great  interest  in  local  affairs, 
| serving  in  various  offices,  including  that  of  water 
I commissioner.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Hallock, 
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a native  of  New  York  City,  where  her  father, 
Dr.  Lewis  H.  Hallock,  was  a well-known  physi- 
cian. The  Hallock  family  is  of  English  origin, 
but  the  ancestors  of  Mrs.  Nash  settled  at  an 
early  date  on  Long  Island.  Of  the  seven  chil- 
dren born  to  this  marriage,  the  eldest,  Lewis  H., 
is  a mechanical  engineer  in  New  York  City; 
Emma  and  Fannie  died  in  infancy;  Frank  is  a 
hatter  in  South  Norwalk;  Horace  R.  is  the  sub- 
ject proper  of  this  sketch;  Clarence  C.  is  in  busi- 
ness in  New  York  City;  and  Miss  Willimetta  O. 
is  a successful  teacher. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  24,  i860,  in 
South  Norwalk,  and  his  education  was  obtained 
in  the  schools  of  that  city.  At  an  early  age  he 
entered  the  office  of  the  Norwalk  Lock  Company, 
where  he  spent  two  years  as  a clerk,  and  he  then 
took  a similar  position  in  the  office  of  a firm  of 
machinists  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  After  two  years 
there  he  went  to  Florida,  and  for  seven  years 
was  engaged  in  growing  oranges.  Since  the  death 
of  his  father  he  has  been  in  business  in  South 
Norwalk,  and  the  firm  has  a large  patronape  in 
the  plumbing,  steam  and  gas  fitting  line.  Their 
store,  at  the  corner  of  West  and  North  Main 
streets,  contains  an  extensive  and  well-selected 
stock  of  crockery,  china,  glassware,  heaters, 
stoves,  and  tin,  sheet  iron  and  copper  goods. 

T'UDOR  HAV1LAND,  a well-known  agri- 
culturist and  miller  of  the  town  of  Sher- 
man, has  been  successfully  engaged  in  those  lines 
of  business  for  more  than  twenty-eight  years,  and 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the 
locality. 

Our  subject's  ancestors  settled  in  the  town 
many  years  ago,  and  his  father,  Israel  Haviland, 
was  born  there,  April  26,  1820,  and  after  receiv- 
ing a common-school  education  became  a lead- 
ing farmer,  continuing  in  that  occupation  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  October  10,  1854.  He 
was  always  fond  of  hunting  and  fishing,  and  was 
quite  an  expert  as  a marksman.  In  religious  faith 
he  was  a Quaker.  His  wife,  Abbie  J.  (Ferris), 
was  born  in  1819.  the  daughter  of  Zachariah 
Ferris,  and  they  had  two  children:  Eunice  S. 
and  our  subject.  After  the  death  of  the  father, 
the  mother  married  Richard  P.  Bradv,  a farmer 
of  Dover  Plains,  N.  Y. , by  whom  she  had  one 
son,  John  C.  She  died  in  1870  Eunice  S. 
Haviland  was  born  September  29,  1848,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  town 
of  Sherman.  She  married  George  A.  Barnes,  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  the  same  town,  and  thev 
have  one  daughter  — Edna. 

Tudor  Haviland  was  born  April  26,  1850, 


at  the  old  homestead,  in  the  town  of  Sherman. 
His  education  was  begun  in  the  district  schools  of 
the  neighborhood,  and  he  afterward  attended 
school  in  Oswego,  where  he  was  graduated  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years.  He  then  purchased 
a farm  and  mill  in  his  native  town  which  he  has 
1 ever  since  conducted  with  marked  success.  Mr. 

I Haviland  married  Miss  Florence  Briggs,  daughter 
I of  Henry  and  Almira  (Hawes)  Briggs,  the  former 
a prominent  farmer  of  the  same  town.  Mrs. 
Haviland  died  January  10,  1895,  deeply  mourned 
by  a large  circle  of  friends.  Of  the  two  children 
born  to  this  union,  the  eldest,  Nettie,  born  Au- 
gust 31,  1873,  was  married,  May  to,  1893,  to 
Charles  C.  Akin,  of  Patterson,  N.  Y.  Carrie, 
born  May  9,  1878,  died  December  3,  1894,  in 
her  seventeenth  year. 


P ETER  BECKERLE.  Danbury's  leading  in- 
dustry has  attracted  a number  of  shrewd  and 
1 energetic  young  business  men,  among  whom  the 
1 subject  of  this  biography  holds  a prominent 
| place.  His  hat  factory,  located  in  Stevens'  Lane, 

I Danbury,  though  not  one  of  the  largest  estab- 
| lishments,  has  a promising  custom,  which  its 
I able  and  active  owner  is  steadily  developing. 
His  family  has  been  identified  with  this  industry 
for  many  years,  and  our  subject  is  a cousin  of 
^ William  Beckerle,  a leading  hatter. 

Mr.  Beckerle  was  born  in  Danbury,  January 
31,  i860,  and  is  of  German  ancestry.  Lewis 
Beckerle,  his  father,  was  born  in  the  Father- 
land,  in  the  region  of  the  Rhine,  and  in  about 
1 1848  came  to  America,  being  then  a young  man. 
For  a time  he  was  employed  in  farm  work  in  e 
vicinity  of  Danbury,  and  he  then  engaged  m tne 
hatter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  until  his  dea  . 
He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  religiou 
faith  was  a devout  Catholic.  His  wife  Margaret 
(Frickle),  was  born  in  Germany,  and  her  tat  , 
who  was  a carpenter,  died  in  that  country, 
subject  was  the  youngest  in  a family  0 ou^ 
dien,  of  whom  the  first  died  in  infancy,  ’ 
who  died  October  2,  1892,  married  Euge  ie 
rett,  a well-known  resident  of  Danbury.  • 
clerk  of  the  city;  Lizzie  is  now  the  Dan. 

Charles  M.  Horch,  a hat  manufacturer  in 
bury.  The  father  of  our  subject  died  S p 

1361  Mr!  Beckerle  has  always  made : his 
Danbury,  and  his  education  was  obta  ^ 

public  schools,  which  he  atle"  ■ decided 

reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  he 

.0  learn  the  details  of  ^anufac.unng^ 
worked  in  various  shops  until  b b hipWitb 
ficient.  and  in  1881  he  formed  a partners  P 
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C.  M.  Horch  in  that  business,  under  the  firm 
name  of  C.  M.  Horch  & Co.  Mr.  Horch  with- 
drawing, Mr.  Beckerle  has  for  some  time  past 
conducted  the  business  in  his  own  name. 

In  1 88 1 our  subject  married  Miss  Carrie  E. 
Schleyer,  of  Danbury,  a native  of  New  York 
City,  who  is  of  German  descent,  and  her  father, 
Charles  H.  Schleyer,  was  a resident  of  New 
York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beckerle  have  had  four 
children:  Clara  M.  and  Clarence  M.,  twins,  and 
Julia,  who  are  all  at  home;  and  Louis,  who  died 
July  4,  1893.  Mr.  Beckerle  is  an  excellent  citi- 
zen, and  follows  in  his  father's  footsteps  both  in 
religion  and  politics.  He  takes  keen  interest  in 
all  practical  measures  for  local  improvement, 
and  at  present  is  serving  as  assistant  chief  of  the 
Danbury  fire  department. 


CHARLES  S.  LOCKWOOD,  a prominent  ■ 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Wilton,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Lewisboro,  N.  Y.,  September  4,  I 
1867,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  I 
common  schools  of  the  town  of  Wilton,  Conn.  | 
From  the  time  he  left  school  to  his  twenty-fifth  | 
year  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  at  this  time  he  I 
■became  a grocer,  carrying  on  that  business  for 
three  years.  Then,  desiring  to  return  to  farm 
life,  he  purchased  his  piesent  place,  upon  which 
he  has  lived  and  labored  ever  since.  He  has 
fbeen  very  successful  in  his  calling,  and  is  a highly- 
respected  citizen.  He  is  a member  and  a trus- 
tee of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Wil- 
ton, and  in  politics  is  a Democrat,  but  cares 
nothing  for  public  office.  He  married  Miss  Car- 
rie B.  Olmstead,  who  was  born  October  3,  1 868, 
■daughter  of  Sylvester  and  Sarah  M.  Olmstead, 

•of  Wilton.  They  have  no  children. 

Rufus  Lockwood,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Lewisboro,  N.  Y. , was 
there  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  ever 
afterward  engaged  in  farming.  Samuel  G.  Lock- 
wood,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  | 
town  of  Lewisboro,  N.  Y.,  in  1845,  was  educa-  I 
ted  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  place,  1 
and  following  the  example  of  his  ancestors  de-  I 
voted  his  life  to  farming.  Politically  he  has  i 
always  been  a strong  Democrat,  and  has  served  1 
in  various  town  offices.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Wilton,  in  which 
he  is  steward  and  class-leader,  and  has  held 
•other  offices.  He  married  Miss  Juliana  Craw- 
ford,  daughter  of  Thaddeus  Crawford,  of  New 
Canaan,  Conn.,  and  thev  became  the  parents  of 
two  children:  Charles  S.,  and  Mary,  born  De- 

cember 31,  1877,  who  is  unmarried. 

Thaddeus  Crawford,  maternal  grandfather  of  i 


1 our  subject,  was  born  in  the  town  of  New  Ca- 
naan, Conn.,  and  was  educated  there  in  the 
common  schools.  In  politics  he  was  a strong 
I Democrat.  Having  learned  shoemaking  he  fol- 
! lowed  that  trade  the  earlier  part  of  his  life,  but 
• afterward  engaged  in  farming.  He  married  Miss 
; Juhett  Lockwood,  daughter  of  Nehemiah  and 
i Polly  (Warring)  Lockwood,  farming  people  of 
1 the  town  of  New  Canaan,  and  children  were 
born  to  this  union  as  follows:  Mary  E. , who 

married  John  E.  Selleck;  Joseph,  who  married 
Hattie  Wakeman;  John  L.,  who  did  not  marry; 
Juliana,  wile  of  Samuel  G.  Lockwood;  and 
Henry,  who  died  young.  Juliana  Crawford, 
mother  of  our  subject,  was  born  August  24, 
i S44,  in  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  and  was  educated 
there  in  the  common  schools. 

Alfred  Olmstead,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Charles 
S.  Lockwood,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton, 
Conn.,  and  was  educated  there  in  the  common 
schools.  From  his  early  life  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  (first)  married  a Miss  Whitlock,  and 
(second)  Matilda  Richards,  and  by  his  first  mar- 
riage had  the  following  children:  Sylvester, 

father  of  Mrs.  Lockwood;  Aaron,  who  married 
Caroline  Sherwood;  William,  who  married  Sa- 
lina  Sturgess;  Hawley,  who  married  Mary  Stur- 
gess;  Minerva,  who  married  William  Sturgess; 
and  Mary,  who  married  James  Davenport. 

Sylvester  Olmstead  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Wilton,  Conn.,  July  28,  1825,  received  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  town, 
and  later  engaged  in  farming,  as  had  his  ances- 
tors. Politically  he  was  a strong  Republican, 
but  he  never  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
For  his  first  wife  he  married  Miss  Caroline  Gil- 
bert, by  whom  he  had  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: Theodore,  who  married  Mary  Hoyt,  and 

Wilbur,  who  married  Hattie  Roscoe.  The 
mother  of  these  dying,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  M. 
Olmstead,  who  was  born  December  2,  1849,  in 
the  town  of  Redding,  daughter  of  Aaron  and 
Eurama  (Williams)  Olmstead,  of  Wilton,  Conn., 
and  by  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Olmstead  had  the 
following  children:  EvaM.,  born  April  3,  1873, 

now  deceased,  and  Carrie  B.,  born  October  3, 
1868.  Sylvester  Olmstead  died  April  5,  1890. 


JrULIUS  PFAU.  This  well-known  resident  of 
I Bridgeport  is  one  of  the  leading  German- 
- born  citizens  of  the  county,  and  in  his 
successful  business  career  he  has  shown  the 
characteristic  thrift  and  enterprise  of  his  race. 

Born  January  25,  1835,  in  the  village  of  Es- 
lingen,  in-  the  Province  of  Wittenberg,  Ger- 
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many,  Mr.  Pfau  is  a son  of  Abraham  and  Clara 
(Seller)  Pfau.  The  father,  who  was  a brewer 
bv  occupation,  possessed  considerable  means, 
and  the  family  lived  comfortably.  In  1848  they 
came  to  America,  the  voyage,  made  in  a sailing 
vessel,  between  Havre  and  New  York  City,  occu- 
pying some  thirty-nine  days.  The  father  fnow 
deceased)  at  once  engaged  in  the  liquor  business 
in  New  York  City,  and  at  one  time  he  owned 
five  saloons,  which  he  managed  with  rare  ability 
and  judgment  for  many  years.  Our  subject  s 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  This 
worthy  couple  had  the  following  children:  Fred- 
erick, a resident  of  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah;  1 
Julius,  our  subject;  Henry,  who  died  in  early 
manhood  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  from  yellow  fever;  | 
Adolph,  a butcher  in  New  York  City;  Matilda,  j 
who  married  Ludwig  Laux,  of  Port  Jervis,  N. 

Y. ; Emily  (deceased),  who  married  Philip  Burg,  j 
for  thirty-five  years  superintendent  of  Stratton  & 
Storm's  Cigar  Company,  and  Miss  Clara,  who  | 
resides  in  New  York  City. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  his  native 
land,  and,  as  he  was  thirteen  years  old  when  he 
came  to  New  York  City,  he  was  apprenticed 
soon  afterward  to  a brewer,  with  whom  he 
learned  all  the  details  of  the  trade.  Later  he 
worked  for  a time  in  New  York  City,  Staten 
Island  and  Philadelphia,  and  in  1863  he  located 
in  Bridgeport,  taking  the  place  of  foreman  in  a 
brewery  belonging  to  John  Benz.  In  1864  he 
purchased  his  present  liquor  store  at  No.  574 
Main  street,  which  he  has  conducted  ever  since, 
and  in  all  these  years  his  methods  have  been 
thoroughly  straightforward,  his  establishment 
being  conducted  in  a most  creditable  manner. 
His  word  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond,  and, 
notwithstanding  his  unassuming  manner,  he  is  a 
shrewd  and  accurate  observer  of  men  and 
affairs.  He  has  accumulated  a handsome  com- 
petence, and  now  owns  a valuable  residence  and 
business  property  in  Bridgeport.  Few  men  of 
his  age  show  such  vigor  of  mind  and  body, 
and,  while  he  is  averse  to  notoriety  in  any  form, 
he  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  local  affairs. 
While  he  is  not  a Church  member,  he  is  inclined 
to  the  Lutheran  faith  and  the  Church  of  that 
that  denomination.  Politically' he  is  independent, 
voting  on  all  occasions  for  the  best  men  irre- 
spective of  party  lines. 

Mr.  Pfau  attributes  his  success  largely  to  the 
help  of  his  estimable  wife,  formerly  Miss  Mar- 
garetta  Huber,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Staten 
Island.  She  was  born  July  26,  1842,  in  Nurem- 
burg,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  alone  at 
the  age  of  fourteen,  supporting  herself  after  her 
arrival  by  working  as  a domestic.  The  follow- 


ing children  have  blessed  this  union:  Henry,  who 
died  when  fourteen  years  old;  Fritz,  the  propri- 
etor of  the  American  Cafd  on  Canon  street, 
Bridgeport,  one  of  the  finest  establishments  of 
the  kind  in  the  city;  William,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  bottling  business  on  Middle  street,  Bridge- 
port; Julius,  Jr.,  a cigarmaker;  Edward,  who 
died  in  childhood;  and  Miss  Louisa,  who  is  at 
home.  The  sons  are  successful  business  men, 
and  any  parents  might  well  take  satisfaction  in 
their  ability  and  enterprise.  Beginning  with  no 
capital  except  that  acquired  by  his  own  industry, 

1 our  subject  has  built  up  a large  trade  as  a dealer 
in  choice  liquors,  and  his  establishment  is  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  prosperous  in  the  city  of 
Bridgeport. 


GEORGE  A.  ROGERS  has  for  a number  of 
vears  been  known  as  one  of  the  busiest  con- 
tractors and  builders  in  and  around  Stamford, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  has  resided  since 
1881.  He  came  to  Stamford  from  Spring  uJen, 
Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  June  25, 

1 8 qfc.  son  of  George  Rogers,  who  was  a native 
of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y..  born  January  2, , 

l8"  William  Rogers,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a resident  of  Sulhvan  county,  f 
Y.,  and  his  son  Andrew  was  born  in  Vestch ester 
county,  that  State.  The  latter  worked  m a 
sawmill  in  Sullivan  county  He  marned 
Sarles,  and  they  had  a family  of  twelve  cM  * 
of  whom,  George  grew  to  manhood  in  Sul 
1 county,  and  when  fourteen  >'es^  contir, 
1 menced  the  carpenter  s tra  e,  w , e his  home  in 
ued  to  follow  all  his  life.  He  made 
I Ulster  county,  RY.  five 

1 married  to  Ann  Thornton,  a r 

I children,  namely:  Clarissa 1 (Mrs . Jota > * 


a (mis-  jv""  ' , 

Christopher,  and  Hattie  (m  j 


Stamford).  . , nractical  know- 

George  A.  Rogers  acquired la uic 
ge  of  the  common  branch  andattheage 
icols  of  Sullivan  county,  N-  '■  • hj  fa(her, 
fifteen  years  began  .0  work  for ^ ^ 
learning  the  carpenter  s trade  ^ his  re- 
He  worked  around  his  native  p jch  time  he 


ne  vvumi™  . 00,  cince  which  time  l- 

. moval  to  Stamford  in  188  , - fi(able  trade  w 
I has  built  up  a handsome e[ePcted  more  houses 
I his  line,  having  probably  (han  any 

and  other  buildings  during  H neighbor- 

i other  contractor  in  the  vicinit^antial  evid ences 
1 hood  abounds  with  the-e  * . haS  brought  him 

Si  hi,  .Ml  »nd  indo»lry.  which  1 »>  “ 

| prosperity  in  the  course  of  years, 
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in  the  front  rank  in  his  line  of  honest,  deserving 
men,  who  have  risen  in  life  by  their  own  efforts. 
He  gives  employment  to  about  twenty-two  men, 
and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  substan- 
tial citizens  of  Stamford,  where  he  is  highly  es- 
teemed by  all  who  know  him,  either  personally 
or  in  a business  way. 

Mr.  Rogers  was  married,  at  Spring  Glen,  Ul- 
ster Co.,  N.  Y..  to  Miss  Nellie  Tullins,  by  whom 
he  has  had  three  children:  Lillie,  Edna  and 

George  A.,  Jr.  Socially,  our  subject  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Arcanum  lodge  at  Stamford. 


FRED.  L.  TURNEY,  a well-known  justice 
of  the  peace  and  registrar  of  voters  in  the 
town  of  Trumbull,  was  bom  at  Long  Hill,  De- 
cember 3,  1838. 

Robert  Turney,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a resident  of  Trumbull,  and  there  wedded 
Ruth  Treadwell,  by  whom  he  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Ephraim,  Agur,  Robert,  Jr..  Eunice, 

Patty,  Tbirza  and  Rebecca.  Robert  Turney, 
Jr.,  passed  his  early  days  in  Trumbull,  and  after 
obtaining  the  rudiments  of  an  education  was  sent 
to  Easton  to  learn  the  shoemaker’s  trade.  After 
completing  his  apprenticeship,  he  worked  at  his. 
trade,  and  later  began  farming,  but  he  did  not 
entirely  abandon  shoemaking,  engaging  in  it  to 
some  extent  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  was  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  holding  membership  in  the  chapter 
at  Monroe,  and  politically  he  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  (party.  He  married  Miss  Betsey 
Sherwood,  by  whom  he  had  children  as  follows: 
Theodore,  Alanson  and  Emma,  all  deceased; 
Fred.  L.,  and  Jennie. 

Fred.  L.  Turney  passed  his  boyhood  in  a man- 
ner no  way  different  from  that  of  other  farmers’ 
sons  at  that  time.  He  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  a private  school,  where  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  quickness  of  intellect 
and  his  ability  to  reason  in  a strictly  logical  way. 
After  he  had  laid  aside  his  school  books  and  was 
ready  to  take  up  the  business  of  life,  he  learned 
the  coachmaking  trade  with  the  widely-known 
Brewsters,  at  Bridgeport.  For  thirty-three  years 
he  engaged  in  the  butcher  business  and  also  in 
the  wholesale  cattle  trade,  in  which  he  was  suc- 
cessful in  no  small  degree,  and  by  his  wise  invest- 
ments and  careful  management  was  enabled  to 
secure  a comfortable  competence.  In  1892  he 
retired  to  the  old  home  farm  in  Trumbull,  to  the 
cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he  has 
since  devoted  his  time.  The  most  casual  ob- 
server can  readily  see  that  the  proprietor  of  that 
beautiful  estate  is  a progressive,  up-to-date  man, 
as  well  as  a most  systematic  and  practical  farmer. 


Mr.  Turney  was  married,  at  Grace  Episcopal 
church,  Trumbull,  to  Miss  Martha  French,  a 
daughter  of  George  French,  and  two  children 
have  graced  this  union:  Edith  M.,  who  married 
George  A.  Clark,  and  has  one  child — Beatrice 
Maud;  and  Robert  Bruce.  .In  all  his  work  Mr. 
Turney  has  been  ably  seconded  by  his  devoted 
wife,  whose  careful  attention  to  detail  and  hearty 
co-operation  have  given  life  and  energy  to  his 
enterprises.  Politically,  he  takes  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  workings  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
has  held  a number  of  town  offices,  at  present 
serving  as  registrar  of  voters  and  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  so  carefully  bases  his  decisions 
on  the  merits  of  a case  that  his  judgment  cannot 
be  questioned,  and  his  disinterested  advice  is 
freely  sought  by  his  neighbors  and  friends. 


JfOHN  VOORH1S,  one  of  the  prominent  and 
wealthy  citizens  of  Fairfield  county,  residing 
in  Greenwich,  has  been  conspicuously  before 
the  people  of  this  section  in  a business  way  for 
many  years. 

The  family  name,  originally  Van  Vorhis,  is 
Dutch.  The  founder  of  the  family  in  America 
came  from  Holland,  and  on  arriving  in  this  coun- 
try settled  at  Flatlands,  L.  1.  One  of  his  de- 
scendants settled  near  Belleville,  N.  J.  From 
this  latter  branch  of  the  family  descended  the 
father  of  our  subject,  Jacob  Vorhis,  who  was  born 
at  Red  Mills,  near  Paterson,  N.  J.,  a son  of 
Peter  Vorhis,  an  agriculturist  of  that  locality. 
Jacob  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  but  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years  began  his  mercantile 
career  in  New  York  City,  where  he  was  in  busi- 
ness for  some  seven  years,  thence  moving  to 
Nyack,  N.  Y.,  where  his  wife’s  parents  resided. 
There  he  embarked  in  business,  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  a most  useful  career,  becoming 
eminent  and  successful,  and  accumulating  a vast 
estate.  He  was  an  upright,  honorable,  Chris- 
tian gentleman,  one  whose  influence  was  ever 
for  good,  and  he  gave  liberally  of  his  means  to 
every  cause  that  had  for  its  object  the  elevation 
of  mankind.  He  possessed  rare  judgment  and 
business  ability,  and  his  advice  was  often  sought. 
He  and  his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  in  which  be  was  for  forty  years 
a class-leader  and  active  in  all  Church  work. 
Politically,  he  was  a Republican.  Mr.  Vorhis 
married  Miss  Hannah  Palmer,  who  was  born  in 
Nyack,  N.  Y..  and  to  this  marriage  were  born: 
William  and  Peter,  who  died  at  Nyack;  John, 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Jacob,  who  died  in  New 
York  City;  Catherine,  who  married  James  M. 
Weston,  and  died  in  Greenwich,  Conn. ; Ger- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1244 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


trude,  who  married  Allen  H.  Close,  and  died  at 
Greenwich,  Conn.;  and  Hannah,  who  married 
John  Stewart,  of  Nyack,  Kew  York. 

John  Voorhis  was  born  January  24,  1823,  at 
Nyack,  N.  Y.,  a beautiful  point  on  the  Hudson 
river.  ' He  was  reared  and  schooled  there,  mak- 
ing his  home  in  his  birthplace  until  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  When  eighteen  he  began  as  cook  on 
a vessel  running  between  New  York  and  Albany, 
and  then  was  ‘'conductor”  of  a sloop  that  plied 
on  the  river.  He  was  fond  of  the  water,  and 
before  he  had  reached  his  nineteenth  year  was 
master  of  t he  sloop  “Marietta,  one  of  the  princi- 
pal boats  plying  between  the  points  above  named. 
When  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  left  the  river 
and  went  into  the  business  of  stone  quarrying, 
the  location  of  his  quarry  being  between  Thirty- 
seventh  and  Forty-second  streets.  New  York,  on 
East  river;  here  he  employed  from  too  to  300 
men,  continuing  in  the  business  for  years.  At 
the  same  time  he  operated  a quarry  at  Gieen- 
wich.  Conn.  Subsequently  he  purchased  from 
the  heirs  of  John  R.  Grigg  their  holdings  in  the 
business,  which  he  has  since  conducted  alone. 
Mr.  Voorhis'  experience  in  this  line  beie  covers 
a period  of  nearly  a third  of  a century,  and  he 
is  most  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
this  portion  of  the  country,  where  his  product 
has  found  a ready  market.  He  is  a man  of  rare 
business  tact  and  ability,  qualities  which,  coupled 
with  eneigv  and  industry,  have  enabled  him  to 
make  a success  of  life  and  acquire  large  means. 
He  early  learned  to  live  within  his  income,  and 
was  economical  at  the  very  threshold  of  his  career, 
keeping  before  him  the  motto  of  “studying  to 
learn  what  he  could  do  without,”  and  practicing 
its  principles  until  the  time  came  when  his  in- 
come justified  a liberal  supply  of  the  comlorts  and 
luxuries  of  life.  He  has  been  consistent  in  his 
manner  of  life,  and  has  proved  himself  a useful 
man  and  good  citizen  among  the  people  with 
whom  he  has  so  long  mingled. 

Mr.  Voorhis  has  never  been  an  active  politi- 
cian, never  aspired  to  office,  or  adhered  strongly 
to  party  ties,  believing  in  supporting  the  men, 
and  not  the  party.  He  voted  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  for  President.  From  a sense  of  duty, 
while  he  has  never  sought  office,  he  has  never 
shrunk  from  it  when  he  believed  he  could  do  his 
community  a service  by  accepting,  and  for  ten 
years  he  held  the  position  of  warden  of  Green- 
wich. He  has  ever  shown  considerable  public 
spirit,  and  the  “ Lenox  House"  of  Gieenwich  is 
a monument  to  his  enterprise.  Throughout  the 
Civil  war  he  was  one  of  a committee  to  look 
after  filling  the  quota  of  Fairfield  county.  For 
twenty-nine  years  he  was  trustee  of  the  Port 


Chester  (N.  Y. ) Savings  Bank,  only  retiring  there- 
from on  account  of  the  passage  of  a law  barring 
non-residents  of  the  State  from  holding  office 
therein.  He  has  declined  official  recognition  by 
banks  in  which  he  is  or  has  been  a stockholder. 
He  owns  a fine  farm  in  the  town  of  Greenwich, 
on  which  at  one  time  he  made  his  home,  moving 
to  his  present  comlortable  residence  in  the  boi- 
ough  in  1868.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 

On  July  25,  1845,  at  Pompton  Plains,  N.  J., 
Mr.  Voorhis  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Alyea,  a 
native  of  that  place,  born  June  to,  1826,  daugh- 
ter of  Adam  and  Susan  Bertholf, farming  people. 
She  was  the  vounger  of  their  two  daughters,  the 
elder  being  Mary  E.,  who  married  John  A.  Hop- 
per. and  died  at  Fairlawn,  N.  J.,  in  1881.  To 
the  marriage  of  our  subject  and  wife  have  been 
born  children  as  follows:  (1)  Jacob  is  now  the 

manager  of  his  father’s  business.  (2)  Ella  mar- 
ried Charles  E.  Lydecker  and  died  m New  York, 
leaving  three  children— Lee  K.,  Kenneth  and 
Nathalie.  (3)  Fiances  is  the  widow  of  James 
M.  Sanford,  of  New  York,  and  has  one  child— 
Harold  M.  (4)  Catherine  is  Mrs.  Henry  Keigh- 
ley of  Greenwich,  and  has  two  children— Marion 
and  Lester.  (51  William  is  a resident  of  Mama- 
roneck,  N.  Y..  engaged  in  business  with ; !»«»■ 
ther  He  is  married  and  has  three  children 
Alyea,  Gordon  and  Ethel.  (6)  Jennie  and  (/) 
Bertha  are  at  home. 


VOMIN1KUS  KUNKEL,  a well-known  iesi, 
J i dent  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  is  a nati 
■rmany.  born  October  2,  1850. 

Geo.ge  Kunkel,  father  of  our  sobje  G H 
wed  farming  in  the  Fatherlan  , 30  • hty 

? there  at  tbe  advanced  age  h 

ars.  He  married  Theresa  RK*.  «y“  e 
tivity.  who  is  deceased,  and  ,our,clj'  arolinf 
irn  to  them,  viz,  John,  Donumku S C^ 
,d  Leopoldina,  all  living  in  Germa  y 
ominikus.  , nation  at  the 

Our  subject  leCe‘N!ed  .hlS,  { his  bovhood 
hools  of  the  neighborhood  0 • a|lei 

ime,  then  served  in  ’he.31^  ^ business 

men  he  » * ‘V,1 “Sr*.” 

,me  nine  years.  At  t g arriving ,n 

582,  he  came  to  the  United  ^ year,and 
ridgeport.  Conn.,  in  Fe  furniture  lat- 
ere found  employment  in  where  he  re- 

iry,  in  the  finishing  departme  t ced 

ained  seven  years  In  'f?  fout  on  Vail 
is  present  business,  first  open  g mov- 

reet  thence  after  about  e g 
lg  to  No.  506  North  avenue. 
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In  March,  1882,  Mr.  Kunkel  was  married  to 
Miss  Bertha  HaJlinann,  who  was  also  born  in 
Germany,  and  eight  children  came  to  brighten 
their  home,  two  of  whom  are  deceased;  the 
names  of  those  living  are:  George,  Frank, 
Joseph,  William.  Charles  and  Oscar.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kunkel  are  members  of  the  German  Catho- 
lic Church,  and  he  is  affiliated  with  the  St. 
Joseph  Benevolent  Society,  of  Bridgeport.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  at  one  time  he 
was  elected  selectman  of  the  Sixth  district,  serv- 
ing two  years.  An  upright,  honorable  business 
man,  Mr.  Kunkel  has  gained  the  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  and  has 
made  a host  of  warm  friends  in  his  adopted  city, 
where  he  is  proprietor  of  a popular  grocery, 
liquor  and  bottling  establishment  at  No.  506 
North  avenue. 


D\AV1D  SMITH,  a prominent  agriculturist  re-  1 
1 siding  near  Georgetown,  is  a man  whose  1 
character  and  career  command  the  respect  of  all 
classes  in  the  community.  In  addition  to  the  : 
management  of  his  farm  he  has  been  engaged 
for  many  years  at  the  hatter's  trade,  industry  I 
being  in  his  opinion  the  key  to  success.  During 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  won  an  honorable  I 
tecord  as  a soldier,  and  he  has  served  with  credit  j 
in  various  public  offices,  including  that  of  repre- 
sentative in  t{ie  State  Legislature. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  July  3,  1834,  in  the 
town  of  Ridgefield,  this  county,  where  his  father, 
Samuel  B.  Smith,  was  a well-known  farmer. 
Samuel  B.  Smith  was  also  a native  of  Ridge- 
field, and  his  wile,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mercy  Pulling,  was  born  and  reared  in  the  same 
locality.  They  had  five  children,  of  whom  the 
two  first,  (1)  Timothy  E.  and  (2)  David,  were 
twins.  Timothy  E.  received  a common-school 
education  in  his  native  town  and  has  been 
connected  with  railroad  work  for  a number  of 
years,  being  now  a conductor  on  the  Consolidated 
railroad.  He  married  Miss  Ann  E.  Burr,  of 
Redding,  and  they  have  had  one  child,  Minnie 
B. , who  is  now  the  wife  of  Doctor  Frazier,  a 
dentist  in  Danbury.  (3)  Eliza  married  Abram 
Pulling.  (4)  Maria  married  Albert  Johnson. 
(5)  M.  Jane  married  Frank  Fields. 

David  Smith  secured  a good  practical  ed- 
ucation in  the  district  schools  near  his  father’s 
farm,  and,  possessing  an  intelligent  mind,  he  has 
kept  well-informed  on  the  topics  of  the  day. 
His  influence  among  his  associates  is  marked,  : 
and  in  1886  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  town 
in  the  Legislature.  In  1896  he  was  chosen  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  Fraternally,  he  is  an  active  1 


i member  of  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to  Arch 
I Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Georgetown.  In  conse- 
I quence  of  injuries  received  during  his  faithful 
: service  in  the  army,  as  a private  in  Company  E, 
j Twenty-third  Conn.  V.  I.,  he  has  been  granted  a 
; pension  bv  the  government. 

Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Gregory. 

! "’ho  was  born  February  12,  1841,  in  the  town  of 
I Redding,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
1 schools  of  that  locality.  Her  father,  Matthew 
I Gregory,  was  born  in  the  same  town  and  was  a 
I prosperous  farmer  there.  For  many  years  he 
1 was  a leading  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Georgetown,  and  although  he  lived  to 
1 the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years,  he  bore  the 
weight  of  age  lightly,  retaining  his  health  and 
strength  almost  to  the  last.  He  married  (first) 
Miss  Mabel  Morgan,  and  (second)  Miss  Mary 
Godfrey,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Mary  Wake- 
man  Godfrey.  By  the  first  union  he  had  one 
son,  Minot,  who  married  Miss  Hannah  M.  More 
and  had  one  child,  Charles.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage there  were  two  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Smith  was  the  younger;  Charles  C.,  who  is  now 
engaged  in  the  machine  business  at  Bridgeport, 
this  county,  married  Miss  Cornelia  A.  Main,  and 
has  had  seven  children — Mary  (who  married 
Frank  Haskell),  Rebecca  (wife  of  Arthur  Beers), 
Nellie  (wife  of  Stoddard  Goodsell),  Howard  (who 
is  not  married),  and  Reuben,  Mabel  and  Samuel, 
i all  three  deceased  in  childhood. 


j*LI  DEWHURST.  When  one  attempts  the 
jj  study  of  the  peculiar  customs  of  a place  or 
1 community,  whether  it  consists  of  a few  homes 
I or  of  many,  there  are  certain  persons  in  that 
j community  with  characteristics  so  strongly 
i marked  that  their  individuality  seems  to  have 
| permeated  the  lives  of  all,  and  these  few  become 
I the  prototypes  for  the  whole.  So  it  is  with  Eli 
j Dewhurst,  whose  beautiful  home,  facing  Wash- 
| ington  Park,  in  Bridgeport,  is  one  of  the  charm- 
ing spots  in  that  well-known  New  England  city. 

Mr.  Dewhurst  was  born  July  24,  1824,  in 
Manchester,  England,  son  of  James  Dewhurst,  a 
native  of  the  same  place,  who  was  a farmer  and 
woolen  manufacturer.  About  1827  the  family 
left  England  and  came  to  the  New  World,  set- 
tling in  Pawtucket,  R.  L,  where  the  father  con- 
tinued to  work  at  the  woolen  business  the  rest  of 
his  life.  He  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mellon,  had  a family  of  seven  children,  two. 
of  whom  died  young;  the  others  were:  Eli,  our 
subject;  James,  deceased,  who  was  with  the- 
Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufacturing  Company  for 
a number  of  years;  Elizabeth;  Mary,  of  Trum- 
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bull,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.;  and  George,  a me- 
chanic, who  is  deceased. 

Eli  Dewhurst  grew  to  manhood  in  Pawtucket 
^R.  1.1  and  Andover,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  town  of  Oxford,  Conn.  His  school  days 
over,  he  proceeded  to  follow'  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  father,  learning  the  woolen  trade,  at  which 
he  w’orked  for  a number  of  years  in  the  woolen 
mills  at  Oxford  and  Woodbury,  Conn.  In  1856 
he  came  to  Bridgeport,  where  he  connected 
himself  with  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  continuing  there  until  May,  18S0, 
when  he  retired  from  active  business. 

Mr.  Dewhurst  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Simp- 
son, who  was  born  in  Leeds,  England,  a daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  Mary  Simpson.  She  passed 
to  her  last  rest  in  March,  1895.  In  his  political 
affiliations  our  subject  is  a Democrat,  and  he  has 
always  taken  a piominent  part  in  all  local  affairs. 
For  sixteen  years  he  served  as  fire  commissioner, 
and  for  one  year  he  was  member  of  the  Common 
Council  from  the  Fifth  district.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  a charter  member 
of  Corinthian  Lodge,  of  Bridgeport.  In  his  re- 
ligious  belief  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  attending 
St.  Paul’s  Church,  on  the  East  Side.  Mr.  Dew- 
hurst has  been  a familiar  figure  in  the  social 
life  of  Bridgeport,  where  his  keen  intellect  and 
well-stored  mind  make  him  a welcome  addition 
to  any  assembly.  He  passes  the  colder  part  of 
the  year  in  the  "sunny  South,”  coming  home 
with  the  warmer  season,  and  finds  hearty  greet- 
ings awaiting  him  from  his  old-time  friends  and 
neighbors. 


OSCAR  L.  BURDICK  has  been  the  able  prin- 
cipal of  the  Henry  Street  School,  in  Stam- 
ford, Conn.,  since  September,  1892.  The  teach- 
er’s calling  has  always  been  given  a foremost 
place  among  the  professions  in  New  England, 
and  Mr.  Burdick  has.  during  his  administration, 
endeavored  to  keep  his  vocation  up  to  the  stand- 
ard, and  his  work  as  effective,  in  the  schoolroom 
and  out  of  it,  as  an  educator’s  work  should  be. 

Mr.  Burdick  comes  from  good  Colonial  stock. 
One  of  the  original  settlers  of  New'port,  R.  L, 
was  a Burdick,  and  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father, Alpheus  Burdick,  his  grandfather,  Gard- 
ner Burdick,  and  his  father,  LeanderC.  Burdick, 
were  all  natives  of  that  State.  The  last  named 
is  still  living,  engaged  in  farming  at  Hopkinton, 
R.  1.  He  married  Mary  C.  Davis,  and  they  bad 
a family  of  six  children,  namely:  Lottie 

Oscar  L.,  Walter  L.,  Mary  E.,  Elisha  C.  and 
A.  De  Wayne. 

Oscar  L.  Burdick  was  born  October  14,  1866, 


I in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  and  was  brought  up  in  his 
1 native  State.  His  early  schooling  he  received  at 
! Rockville.  R.L,  and  when  fourteen  vearsoldheen- 
I tered  the  East  Greenwich  (R.  I.)  Academy,  from 
1 which  institution  he  graduated,  following  this 
i with  a classical  course  at  Alfred  University, 
| Alfred,  N.  Y.,  where  he  graduated  with  the  class 
l of  ’87.  During  the  period  between  his  academ- 
| ical  and  college  courses  he  taught  district  school 
I for  one  term  of  four  months,  and  in  the  winter 
I of  1887  he  resumed  teaching,  remaining  in  the 
I school  at  Rockville,  R.  1.,  until  June,  1888.  In 
I September  of  that  year  he  went  to  Westerly, 

| R.  L,  where  he  had  accepted  the  position  of 
I principal  of  the  Pleasant  Street  Grammar  School, 

I which  incumbency  he  held  two  years.  He  then 
I became  a high-school  teacher  at  Westerly,  re- 
I taining  that  position  for  one  year,  and  in  Sep- 
I t ember,  1891,  coming  to  Mystic,  Conn.,  asprin- 
I cipal  of  the  high  school  and  the  graded  school  in 
l the  town  of  Groton.  Here  he  also  continued  for 
1 one  year,  since  which  time  he  has  held  his  ptes- 
1 ent  position  in  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn. 

I In  the  Henry  street  school  nine  grades  are 
I taught,  and  ten  teachers,  including  the  princi- 
I pal,  are  needed.  The  fact  that  be  has  been 
I continuously  retained  in  this  position  for  so  long 
1 a time  is  sufficient  evidence  of  Mr.  Burdicks 
1 efficiency,  and  his  zeal  in  promoting  the  interests 
i of  his  school,  and  educational  work  generally,  is 
1 noted  by  all  who  know  him  in  this  connection. 

I He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Fairfield  Count; 

Teachers  Association,  of  the  School  Masters 

Round  Table  of  Western  Connecticut,  and  01 
I the  Rhode  Island  State  Teachers  Association. 

In  November,  1888,  Mr.  Burdick  was _ mar- 
I ried,  at  Rockville,  R.  L,  to  Miss  Myrt.e  1. 

I Buffington,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Mama  o. 


VANDERBILT  GODFREY  is  a P""' 
jr  resident  of  the  town  of  Weston, 
ounty,  in  whose  career  as  a successfu 
1 earlier  life,  and  no  less  successful  aP‘ 

1 more  recent  years,  we  find  one  of  th 
mples  of  good,  useful  citizenship. 

Mr.  Godfrev  was  born  December  9’ 

1 the  town  of  Weston,  Fairfield  county,  ^5 
ig  his  early  education  at  the  neig  attending 

,f,h«  ioc.lV  f 

taples  Institute,  Easton,  hoi ^ ;ntilebusi- 

:aving  school  he  was  engaged  ht  ^oo] 

ess,  and  then  for  twenty  >e  * l:s  tjme 

uccessfully,  since  when  he  has  e',°  jerences 
0 farming  pursuits.  In  his  P°  1 1 , ^ fYe(j  in 
e is  a strong  Republican,  and  h ha  * 
arious  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  as 
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justice  cf  the  peace,  member  of  the  board  of  re- 
lief and  of  the  school  board,  and  others.  Socially, 
he  is  a member  and  secretary  of  the  Grange  at 
Weston,  and  in  religious  faith  he  is  identified 
with  the  Norfield  Congregational  Church  of 
Weston,  of  which  he  is  clerk,  assistant  superin-  j 
tendent  of  the  Sabbath-school,  and  member  of 
the  choir. 

In  1885  Mr.  Godfrey  wedded  Miss  Mary  E. 
Hoyt,  who  was  born  at  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  Octo- 
ber 10,  1856,  a daughter  of  Edwin  Smith  and 
Mary  G.  (Keeler)  Hoyt.  They  have  no  children. 

Samuel  Coley,  one  of  the  earliest  ancestors 
of  our  subject  on  his  mother’s  side,  was  born  and 
reared  in  England,  and  thence  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  locating  at  first,  in  1631,  in  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony;  from  there  he  re- 
moved, in  1637,  to  Milford,  Conn.,  along  with 
Jehu  and  John  Burr,  Lieut.  Robert  Seeley,  and 
others.  Some  finally  settled  in  Fairfield,  Conn., 
and  there  the  descendants  of  Samuel  Coley  the 
emigrant  are  to  be  found.  In  1640  he  married 
Ann  Prudden,  daughterof  James  Prudden,  brother 
to  Rev.  Peter  Prudden,  who  came  to  Connecticut 
from  Herefordshire,  England.  The  children  of 
this  union  were:  Peter,  who  married  Sarah  H. 

Hyde;  Abilene,  wife  of  Japhet  Chapin;  Samuel; 
Sarah  (Mrs.  Baldwin);  and  Mary,  who  married 
(first)  Peter  Simpson  and  (second)  John  Stream. 

Samuel  Coley,  Jr.,  son  of  Samuel  the  emi- 
grant, was  baptized  in  February,  1646,  married 
Mary  Carter ’in  1669,  and  had  issue:  Daniel, 
Esther,  Samuel  and  Mary  (twins),  John,  Abigail 
and  Annie. 

John  Coley,  son  of  Samuel,  Jr.,  married, 
January  22,  1728,  Mercy  Gregory,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Gregory,  and  their  children  were: 
Mary,  born  August  13,  1732,  married  John  Dike- 
man;  Lois,  born  June  17,  1736,  married  Jonathan 
Taylor,  of  Norwalk;  John,  Jr.,  born  December 
31,  1738,  married  Anna  Ogden;  Hezekiah,  born 
April  23,  1742,  married  Sarah  Morehouse;  and 
Eliphalet,  born  August  3,  1746,  married  Eunice 
Bradley,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  Bradley, 
of  Deerfield  Hill.  The  children  of  Eliphalet  and 
Eunice  Coley  were:  Ruhamah,  born  October  8, 
1770,  married  Samuel  Coley;  Eliphalet,  born 
December  9,  1773,  married  Priscilla  Bradley; 
and  Mary,  born  September  20,  17 77,  married 
Silliman  Fanton  (she  was  the  maternal  grand- 
mother of  Vanderbilt  Godfrey,  our  subject). 

Silliman  Fanton,  mentioned  above,  was  born 
June  24,  1777,  in  the  town  of  Weston,  Fairfield 
county,  and  from  early  life  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  By  his  marriage  with  Mary  Coley  he 
had  children  as  follows:  Eunice,  born  October 
21,  1799,  married  William  Coley;  Paulina,  born 


August  4,  1801,  died  young;  Eliphalet  C.,  born 
August  1,  1806,  married  Hannah  Silliman; 

Horace,  born  February  14,  1808,  married  Katie 
Diamon;  Pauline  S.,  born  August  3,  1817,  mar- 
ried George  Godfrey. 

Levi  Godfrey,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Weston,  Fairfield  county, 
and  was  a lifelong  farmer.  He  married  a Miss 
St.  John,  and  their  children  were:  George,  a 
sketch  of  whom  follows;  and  Eliza,  who  married 

D.  S.  Bartram.  Grandfather  Godfrey  died  in 
1821,  and  his  widow  afterward  married  Stephen 
Partrick,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  Mary  E. , 
who  married  Charles  B.  Sutton,  a grocer  of 
Wilton,  Fairfield  county. 

George  Godfrey,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Weston,  in  1795,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  shoemaker,  which  he  followed  for  a 
few  years,  the  latter  part  of  his  life  being  de- 
voted to  farming.  He  died  in  1884,  a lifelong 
Democrat,  and  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
of  Easton.  He  married  Miss  Pauline  S.  Fanton, 
who  was  born  in  Weston,  August  3,  1817,  a 
daughter  of  Silliman  and  Mary  (Coley)  Fanton, 
and  childten  as  follows  graced  this  union:  Marv 

E. ,  bom  August  2,  1847,  married  Charles  B. 
Sutton,  who  was  born  November  17,  1846; 
David,  mention  of  whom  follows:  Vanderbilt, 
our  subject;  and  Henry  H.,  born  June  20,  1856, 
died  young. 

David  Godfrey  (deceased),  above  mentioned, 
was  born  and  educated  in  the  town  of  Weston, 
Fairfield  county,  and  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  at  Wilton.  He  married  Mary  Read, 
and  they  had  three  children:  Eva  F.,  George  R. 
and  Annie  M.  David’s  widow  married  Wilbur 
Blakeman,  of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 

Ebenezer  Hoyt,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Vander- 
bilt Godfrey,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ridgefield, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  was  a lifelong  farmer. 
In  the  old-time  “training  days"  he  was  a cap- 
tain in  the  militia.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Ridgefield,  and  in  poli- 
tics was  a stanch  Whig.  He  married  Miss  Theo- 
dosia Keeler,  and  they  had  children  as  follows: 
Edwin  S.  is  spoken  of  farther  on;  David  married 
Eliza  Andrews;  Katie  married  Ambrose  Good- 
sell;  Sallie  married  Rufus  Fillow;  and  Almira 
married  Isaac  Pardee. 

Edwin  Smith  Hoyt,  father  of  Mrs.  Vanderbilt 
Godfrey,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ridgefield, 
Fairfield  county,  July  30.  1818,  and,  like  his 
father,  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  days, 
and  also  served  as- captain  in  the  militia  during 
the  “training  days.”  A Republican  in  politics, 
he  held  some  minor  town  offices;  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Ridgefield, 
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and  served  on  the  committee  of  same.  He  was  | district  schools  of  Fairfield  county,  where  in  the 
twice  married,  first  time  to  Mary  G.  Keeler,  born  | country  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  lived  at  home 
in  1826-27,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  (Bene-  I until  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time 
diet)  Keeler,  farming  people  of  Wilton,  Fairfield  | he  returned  to  Bridgeport  to  learn  his  trade, 
county,  and  two  children  were  born  to  them:  | that  of  carpenter,  under  S.  Squires,  who  gave 
Elizabeth  K.,  who  married  Lew>is  Thomas,  and  j him  fifty  dollars  and  his  board  for  his  first  year's 
has  two  children — Arthur  Thomas  and  Frederick;  1 services.  Before  his  apprenticeship  was  com- 
and  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  V.  Godfrey.  The  mother  pleted,  however,  he  was  called  home  by  the 
dying  in  1856,  the  father  subsequently  married  death  of  his  father,  so  he  took  up  the  latter's 
Miss  Frances  J.  Fanton,  daughter  of  Horace  and  business  and  conducted  it  for  several  years,  until 
Keter  (Diamond)  Fanton,  and  the  children  of  his  younger  brother  was  able  to  handle  it  success- 
this  union  were:  William  F.  and  Jennie  F.  fully,  when  he  returned  to  his  trade,  entering  the 

William  F.  Hoyt  was  born  in  Ridgefield,  and  employ  of  Beers  Bros.,  of  Bridgeport.  Later  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  at  which  he  has  I worked  with  Gould  Bros.,  and  finally,  alter  five 
worked  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  is  an  I or  six  years,  commenced  contracting  on  his  own 
ardent  Republican,  but  has  never  aspired  to  pub-  1 account,  which  he  has  continued  ever  since, 
lie  office  of  any  kind.  He  married  Edith  Jen-  I meeting  with  most  encouraging  success.  Mr. 
nings,  and  they  have  had  two  children — Flor-  I Smith  has,  by  honest  and  reliable  work  and  hon- 
ence,  living,  and  Eva,  who  died  in  infancy.  I orable  dealing  with  his  patrons,  built  up  a profit- 

I able  business,  which  is  increasing  yearly,  and  he 
I has.  by  his  upright  life,  gained  the  good  will  and 

E'DMUND  H.  SMITH,  a prosperous  carpen-  ! esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  being  regarded  as 

'1  ter  and  contractor  of  Fairfield,  Fairfield  i one  of  the  good  substantial  residents  of  the  town 

Co.,  Conn.,  is  one  of  the  well-known  and  re-  j where  he  makes  his  home, 
spected  citizens  of  that  town,  where  he  has  made  Mr.  Smith  was  first  married  to  Miss  Harriet 
his  home  since  1880.  Mr.  Smith  is  a native  of  | A.  Winton,  of  Easton,  Conn.,  by  whom  he  had 
Connecticut,  born  April  14,  1850.  in  Bridgeport,  | one  child,  Walter  W.,  who  lives  at  home.  His 
a son  of  John  B.  and  Sarah  A.  (Shaw)  Smith,  1 second  wife  was  Miss  Edith  M.  Judd,  and  to  this 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  England,  where  they  | union  was  also  born  one  child,  Grace  E.,  w 0 

were  reared  and  married.  I died  in  infancy.  His  present  wife  was  Mrs  Car- 

John  B.  Smith  was  a baker  by  trade,  and  be-  I lotte  (Underwood)  Clemmens,  widow  of  \ 1 iam 
sides  following  that  vocation  he  engaged  in  the  I Clemmens.  Mr.  Smith  settled  in  Fairfieldm  i 9- 
grocery  business  until  his  removal,  in  1859,  to  1 and  he  now  has  a very  pleasant  home  in  the  vi 
Greenfield,  Fairfield  Co..  Conn.,  where  he  com-  | lage.  He  is  a Republican  politically,  an  e a 
menced  the  milk  business,  which  he  carried  on  I taken  an  active  interest  in  local  affairs,  senig 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  From  Greenfield  1 as  assessor  and  member  of  the  board  0 ! V ■ j 

he  removed  to  Holland  Hill  District,  where  1 and  at  present  acting  as  foreman  of  tne  ai 

he  lived  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  fire  department — in  all  these  incum  ien^ies, 
at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years.  His  widow  still  charging  his  duties  with  a faithfulness  an  . 
survives.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil-  which  won  for  him  the  favorab le  opimon 
dren,  viz. : Sarah  A.  (Mrs.  John  E.  Osborn),  concerned.  Socially,  he  unites  wit  equo 

Edmund  H.,  Grace  (Mrs.  Frank  Corning),  Eva  Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  with  the  Lni  e 
(Mrs.  John  L.  Thomas),  Ida  (Mrs.  Charles  Per-  both  of  Bridgeport.  In  religious  co 
kins),  Frederick  W.  (who  is  a farmer  at  Holland  Mrs.  Smith  is  a member  of  thetpiscopa 

Hill),  Minnie  (deceased  in  infancy),  and  Etta  — 

(Mrs.  Oliver  Piatt).  Mr.  Smith  was  a Repub-  , , , , 0f  the 

lican  in  political  sentiment,  but  he  took  no  act-  TAMES  HANLEY,  one  of  t e a ^ ^ 
ive  part  in  public  affairs.  Religiously,  he  was  a I younger  business  men  an  t),e we]l- 

devout  member  of  and  earnest  worker  in  the  ^ entiie  management  of  the  business  R 0[ 

Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  held  various  known  firm  of  H.  A.  Hanley,  -j-ay]0r's 

offices,  serving  as  class-leader,  leader  of  the  stiff  hats.  The  factory  is  loca,e  n.vne(j  by  " ■ 
choir,  etc.,  and  he  took  a deep  interest  in  all  Lane,  Danbury,  and  was  former) 
matters  pertaining  to  the  Church.  H.  Burns.  . , born June 

Edmund  H.  Smith  lived  in  the  city  of  his  Mr.  Hanley  is  a native  of  an  ^,as|,ornjn 

birth,  Bridgeport,  until  he  was  nine  years  old,  22,  1867.  His  father,  J ohn  ”an  e- '•  (0  Amer- 

attending  the  public  schools  there,  and  he  re-  County  Longford,  Ireland,  a n > c town  of 

ceived  the  balance  of  his  literary'  training  in  the  ica  in  1S49,  settled  on  a arm 
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Danbury,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  years,  his 
death  occurring  July  8,  1873.  He  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  politically,  and,  like  all  of  his  family, 
was  a devout  Roman  Catholic.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Shannon,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  is  still  living. 
They  had  seven  children:  John,  a traveling 

salesman  in  the  Western  States  lor  a St.  Louis 
firm;  Thomas,  w’ho  was  killed  in  Danbury  in  Oc- 
tober, 1873,  bv  an  explosion;  William,  a hatter 
bv  trade,  residing  in  Newark;  James,  our  sub- 
ject, mentioned  more  fully  below;  Anna,  married 
to  William  Deacon,  a hatter  of  Danbury;  Kate, 
and  Magpie,  unmarried. 

The  first  seven  years  of  our  subject's  life  were 
spent  upon  the  farm,  but  in  1870  he  went  to 
Danbury,  where  he  has  ever  since  made  his  home. 
He  attended  the  city  schools  up  to  the  ape  of 
fourteen,  when  he  entered  the  fur-cutting  factory 
of  P.  Robinson  & Co.,  with  whom  he  spent 
three  and  one-half  years.  He  then  began  to 
learn  the  hatter's  trade  with  the  Tweedy  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  with  whom  he  spent  ten 
years,  in  1890  entering  the  employ  of  W.  H. 
Burns,  in  the  factory  now  conducted  by  the  firm 
of  H.  A.  Hanley.  The  change  of  ownership 
occurred  June  24,  1896,  and  our  subject's  mother 
has  the  leading  interest  in  the  firm.  They  do  an 
extensive  business,  turning  out  about  forty  dozen 
hats  per  day,  and  Mr.  Hanley's  able  management 
entitles  hirn^oa  place  among  the  rising  young 
manufacturers  of  the  city. 

On  February  5,  1885,  Mr.  Hanley  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Margaret  Feehan,  a native  of  Brew- 
sters, Putnam  Co..  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter  of 
Timothy  and  Ann  Feehan,  who  are  both  of  Irish 
descent.  Five  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
viz.:  Anna.  Stella,  Timothy,  Thomas  and  Leon- 
ard. Mr.  Hanley  and  his  wife  are  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Danbury, 
and  take  an  interest  in  all  the  lines  of  work  con- 
nected with  that  organization.  In  politics  he  is 
a Democrat. 


QTIS  B.  CURTIS,  farmer  and  dealer  in  milk, 
town  of  Stratford,  is  a native  of  the  locality, 
born  February  2,  1842,  a son  of  Enoch  Curtis. 

Judson  Curtis,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  of  the  same  nativity,  and  followed  farming 
all  his  life.  He  had  a family  of  seven  children: 
Ashbel,  Judson,  Ager.  Roswell,  Enoch,  Mary,  and 
another  daughter,  whose  name  is  not  given.  Of 
these,  Ashbel,  who  was  a shoemaker,  died  in  the 
town  of  Stratford;  Judson  is  a tanner  in  Stratford; 
Ager,  who  was  also  a tanner,  is  now  deceased, 
Roswell,  who  was  a merchant  for  many  years  in 
?e 


! Stratford,  is  now  also  deceased;  Mary  married 
! Thadeus  Peck,  of  Stratford;  and  the  youngest 
I daughter  wedded  Lewis  Curtis,  of  the  town  of 
I Stratford. 

Enoch,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
I the  town  of  Stratford,  and  there  learned  the 
! trade  of  shoemaker,  at  which  he  worked  some 
1 twenty-eight  years  lor  S.  J.  Patterson,  of  Bridge- 
| port,  proprietor  of  a patent-leather  shoe  factory. 

I Enoch  Curtis  died  in  1876,  his  wife  in  1896.  In 
I religious  faith  they  were  Methodists,  while  in 
I politics  he  was  a Republican. 

Otis  B.  Curtis  was  educated  in  part  at  the 
j public  schools  of  the  locality  where  he  was  born, 

1 in  part  at  Stratford  Academy,  after  which  he 
: took  up  farming.  In  1877  he  added  the  milk 
: business,  and  he  at  present  has  a well-paving 
I milk  route  in  the  borough  of  Stratford.  Mr. 

I Curtis  married  Miss  Harriet  Clark,  who  was  born 
: in  the  town  of  Trumbull,  a daughter  of  Andrew 
I Clark,  a carriage  maker,  and  three  children  have 
I been  born  to  them:  Walter  S.,  who  is  station 

I agent  at  Stratford  for  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & H.  R.  R. ; 
I Clara  M.:  and  Clifford,  who  at  this  writing  has 
| just  completed  his  schooling. 

The  family  are  all  identified  with  the  Metho- 
! dist  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Curtis  is  a Republi- 
I can;  socially,  he  is  a member  of' the  O.  U.  A.  M. 
of  Stratford,  Pequonnock  Council,  No.  b;.  For 
twenty  years  he  was  connected  with  Company 
K,  Connecticut  National  Guard,  of  which  he  was 
a charter  member.  He  is  a progressive,  enter- 
prising citizen,  one  who  does  all  in  his  power  to 
promote  the  public  welfare,  and  he  is  also  one 
of  the  leading  and  representative  business  men  of 
Stratford. 


Ji  LEXANDER  SEMPLE.  The  “land  of 
_ the  mountain  and  the  flood”  has  given  to 
America  some  of  her  best  citizens — men  of  en- 
ergy,  perseverance,  probity  and  courage;  men 
who  aie  ever  loyal  to  their  adopted  country,  sup- 
porting on  all  occasions  whatever  is  just  and 
right,  and  whatever  may  conduce  to  the  benefit 
of  the  community  at  large.  Such  an  one  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  here  appears. 

Mr.  Semple  is  a native  of  Renfrewshire,  Scot- 
land. born  May  8,  1835,  a son  of  Alexander  Sem- 
ple, who  first  saw  the  light  April  29,  1805.  in 
England,  while  his  parents  were  visiting  in  that 
country.  The  father  was  a weaver  by  trade  in 
Scotland,  whence  in  May,  1848,  he  came  with 
his  family  to  the  United  States,  first  locating  for 
a short  time  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  thence  removing  to 
Warehouse  Point,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn,  where  he 
was  “warper”  in  a woolen-mill.  He  married 
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Janet  Buchanan,  born  February  1 1 , 1806,  at  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  on  account  of 
Kilborchan.  Renfrewshire,  Scotland,  a daughter  ' impaired  health,  he  traveled  abroad;  also  at- 
of  James  Buchanan  (of  the  same  place),  and  ' tended  the  World's  Fair  at  Chicago,  fn  1893 
granddaughter  of  James  Buchanan,  who  was  an  I he  came  to  Norwalk,  Conn.,  to  take  charge  o( 
intimate  friend  of  Robert  Tannahill,  the  poet.  1 the  Union  Mills,  but  shortly  afterward  the  mills 
To  this  union  were  born  children  as  follows:  1 closed,  since  when  he  has  been  living  retired. 
Jean  married  William  Brown  in  Scotland,  and  i taking  a well-earned  repose  after  forty-three 
died  there.  Alexander  is  the  subject  of  this  ! years’  active  connection  with  the  woolen  in- 
sketch. James  is  a_  mechanic  in  Torrington,  I dustry. 

Conn.  Annie  married  Charles  Cooper,  a manu-  Mr.  Semple  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Wil- 
facturer  of  knit  underwear  at  Bennington,  Vt.  | son,  of  Dracut,  Mass.,  a native  of  Scotland,  and 
Janet  died  in  infancy.  ]ohn  enlisted,  during  the  I they  have  one  son.  William  A.,  now  super- 
Civil  war,  in  Company  D,  First  Connecticut  intendent  of  a woolen-mill  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Squadron  of  Cavalry;  was  captured  in  Maryland,  1 Mr.  and  Mrs.  Semple  are  members  of  the  First 
near  Hagerstown,  July  10.  1863:  was  confined  in  i Congregational  Church  of  Norwalk;  socially,  he 
Belle  Isle  prison,  whence  he  escaped  by  swim-  i has  been  affiliated  with  the  F.  & A.  M.  thirty- 
ming  the  James  river,  but  was  run  down  bv  blood-  I five  years,  and  is  now  a member  of  Washington 
hounds,  recaptured  and  taken  to  Libby  prison;  I Commanderv,  at  Hartford;  in  politics  he  is  a 
thence  transferred  to  Castie  Thunder,  from  I Republican. 

which  dungeon  he  escaped  by  tunneling;  he  served  - 

thiee  y ears  in  all,  and  was  honorably  discharged  i 

in  August,  1864:  on  his  return  home  he  followed  j T^'LMER  E.  BENNETT,  one  of  the  ener- 

the  manufacturing  business  at  Utica.  N.  V.,  later  ‘ Xjjj  getic  young  mechanics  for  which  the  thriving 
becoming  a commercial  traveler;  he  died  unmar-  | village  of  Georgetown.  Fairfield  county,  is  famed, 
ried,  January  3,  1880.  The  mother  of  this  fam-  : and  who  is  at  present  engaged  with  the  Gilbert 
ily  is  yet  living.  The  father  died  at  Whitehouse  | & Bennett  Manufacturing  Company,  is  a name 
Point,  Conn.,  July  5,  1873.  In  religious  faith  1 of  New  Hampshire,  born  June  3,  1861. 
he  was  an  Old-school  Presbyterian,  and  in  pol-  Mr.  Bennett  teceived  his  education  at  t : e 
itics  he  was  first  a Whig,  later  a Republican.  For  1 common  schools  of  Norwich.  Conn.,  after  " tc 

seven  years  in  his  early  manhood  he  served  in  I he  was  employed  as  a cork  cutter  for  some  time. 

the  British  army,  stationed  chiefly  in  Canada  and  I He  then  eniered  the  service  of  the  Consoi  a e 
the  West  Indies.  ! Railroad  Company  of  Connecticut,  as  bra  ema 

Alexander  Semple,  whose  name  introduces  I from  which  position  he  was  promoted  to  con  0 

this  sketch,  attended  school  in  his  native  country  I tor.  filling  same  until  he  severed  his  connec 
until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age.  at  which  time  I with  that  corporation.  In  1892  he  en,ere 
he  came  with  his  father  to  the  United  States,  ! employ  of  the  Gilbert  & Bennett  R anu  ac 
and  in  Utica.  N.  V.,  worked  in  a woolen-mill,  in  I Company,  in  the  wire-drawing  deparlnien  ’.ears 
his  evenings,  lor  a time,  improving  his  mind  at  a 1 there  he  has  temained  ever  since.  or  v 
night  school.  Early  in  life  he  had  to  commence  I he  served  in  the  United  States  Battery  0 ^ ^ 
learning  the  trade  of  weaver,  his  patents  being  in  1 ery,  stationed  on  Long  Island.  Jn  po 
comparatively  humble  circumstances,  so  he  had  | Bennett  is  a pronounced  Republican^  paujmjeri 
not  the  advantages  of  education  he  so  ardently  ; Our  subiect  married  Miss  Grace  i,ter  of 
wished.  However,  he  made  up  for  such  short-  j who  was  born  March  5 • 1 5-  ^ ^ 

comings  by  considerable  reading  and  observa-  I Thomas  and  Mary  (Prentice)  a ou„hkecpsie. 

tion,  and  became  a well-informed  man.  At  ! former  of  whom  was  a painter  0 
Warehouse  Point.  Conn.,  he  was  a ioom  fixer.”  | Dutchess  Co..  N.  and  two  c • )£) 

or  "tuner."  in  woolen-mills,  and  when  he  moved  1 to  them:  (jtorgie  L.,  on  ^ eP e 

to  Windsor,  Conn.,  he  had  charge  of  the  weaving  and  Dorothy,  on  October  28,  1 , ^ur fUj,ject,  was 
department  in  a mill.  From  there  he  went  to  George  A.  Bennett,  father  o hus;necs  lilt 

Lee.  Mass.,  and  was  overseer  of  the  weaving  de-  ! born  July  25.  1823.  commence  c'onnecte(j  with 

partment  ol  a mill;  thence  returned  to  Utica,  N.  1 as  a clerk  in  a store,  and  *as  rujv  12.  tSOJ- 

"L.  and  was  " designer  ” in  the  Globe  Mills  some  mercantile  pursuits  up  to  his  but  nei- 

seven  years.  Removing  then  to  Broadbrook,  I In  politics  he  was  an  ardent  e married 

Hartford  Co..  Conn.,  he  became  general  man-  • ther  sought  nor  accepted  o • ^ „as 

ager  (or  the  Broadbrook  Manufacturing  Com-  ! Miss  Susan  Jane  fFernstde)  n and  EL' 

panv,  manufacturers  of  fine  cassimei es,  with  1 born  July  27.  1 834.  a daug  e foreman  in 

whom  he  temained  in  that  capacity-  twentv-one  1 abeth  (Hill)  Fernside,  the  or 
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the  finishing  department  of  a cotton  mill;  Mrs. 
Bennett  was  adopted  bv  Reuben  and  Ruth  Part- 
ridge, and  took  their  surname.  T wo  children  were 
born  to  George  A.  and  Susan  Jane  Bennett,  as 
follows:  George  S.,  born  January  to,  185S,  in 

Brattleboro,  Vt.,  died  at  the  early  age  of  five 
years;  Elmer  E.  is  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines. 

Jacob  Bennett,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  April  21,  1798,  in  Preston.  Conn.,  and 
married  Miss  Esther  Lawrence,  who  was  born 
September  26,  179S,  in  the  town  of  Plainfield,  ! 
Conn.,  and  their  four  children  are  as  follows:  1 
George  A.  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  Dwight  j 
\Y.  was  born  August  27,  1825,  in  Griswold,  1 
Conn.,  and  was  a lifelong  farmer:  be  had  ten 
children,  ol  whom  five  are  named — Mart-  E., 
Charles,  Kate,  Laura,  and  Louisa.  Laura  E., 
born  August  14,  1827,  married  Charles  Hurlburt, 
and  had  lour  children — Charles,  Ella,  Fred,  and 
George.  Marv  L. , born  September  18,  1830, 
married  Dwight  Roy,  a farmer  of  Plainfield, 
Conn.,  and  had  four  children — Frank.  Eunice, 
and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

Samuel  Hill,  maternal  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a native  of  England.  His 
daughter  Elizabeth  married  John  Fernside,  an 
Englishman,  who  has  been  employed  in  cotton 
mills,  both  in  England  and  in  the  United  States, 
and  three  children  were  born  to  them,  all  of 
whom  are  married. 


man  of  much  independence  of  thought,  follow- 
I ing  his  own  judgment  in  politics  as  well  as  in 
j other  matters,  and  was  accordingly  held  in  great 
I respect  by  his  fellow-citizens,  being  honored  with 
election  to  various  town  offices.  He  married 
Miss  Esther  A.  Gilbert,  daughter  of  Elijah  Gil- 
bert, of  Sandy  Hook,  this  county,  and  they  had 
I three  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
youngest;  Jane  is  unmarried,  and  Emily  is  the 
wife  of  Eli  T.  Potter. 

Mr.  Evans,  our  subject,  was  born  January  6, 
1838,  at  the  old  homestead  in  the  town  of  Sher- 
man, and  there  his  education  was  begun.  Later 
he  attended  school  in  New  Milford,  Conn.,  and 
the  town  of  Warren,  this  State,  and  at  Millerton, 
Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.  When  a young  man  he 
1 worked  for  about  two  years  and  a half  at  the 
1 carpenter’s  trade,  but  this  occupation  was  inter- 
j rupted  during  the  first  year  of  the  war  by  his  en- 
I listment.  On  October  30,  1861,  he  was  sworn 
in  as  a member  of  Company  C,  13th  Conn.  V.  I., 
which  was  assigned  to  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf,  and  sent  to  New  Orleans  to  join  the  forces 
under  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler.  Mr.  Evans  took  part 
in  many  important  engagements  in  the  Gulf  re- 
gion, and  was  present  at  the  siege  of  Port  Hud- 
son. remaining  in  the  service  until  April  25,1 86fc, 
when  he  was  discharged  at  Fort  Pulaski,  Ga.  On 
coming  home  he  engaged  in  farming,  which  he 
has  ever  since  continued  successfully.  For  more 
than  ten  years  he  has  been  a member  of  Post  No. 


Jj'AMES  H.  EVANS,  a prominent  agriculturist 
■ of  the  town  of  Sherman,  is  an  honored  mili- 
tary veteran,  having  been  among  the  first  to 
enlist  in  the  service  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil 
war. 

Mr.  Evans  belongs  to  a well-known  lamilvof 
Sherman,  and  his  grandfather,  Jonathan  Evans, 
was  born  and  reared  there,  and  became  a suc- 
cessful farmer  of  the  locality.  He  married  a 
resident  of  the  same  town,  and  they  had  seven 
children:  Harvey  P.,  our  subject's  father:  Wil- 
liam. who  married  Miss  Charlotte  Gaylord; 
Lydia,  who  died  unmarried;  Oliver,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Harriet  Hopkins;  Neilson,  who 
married  Miss  Fannie  Kellogg;  Lucy,  wife  of 
Charles  Mallory:  and  Charles,  who  married  Miss 
Eliza  Radlord/ 

Harvey  P.  Evans  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Sherman,  where  he  received  a common-school 
education.  In  early  manhood  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  fire  brick,  and  for  a number  of 
years  ran  a brickyard  at  New  Milford,  Conn., 
but  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  gave  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a 


14,  G.  A.  R.,  at  New  Milford.  Mr.  Evans  is  in 
sympathy  with  any  movement  which  tends  to 
progress.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican, 
but  he  has  never  aspired  to  office. 

In  November,  1866,  Mr.  Evans  married  Miss 
Jane  Spaulding,  whow’as  born  in  May,  1836,  and 
was  one  of  the  fourteen  children  of  John  Spaul- 
ding, of  Pawling,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.  Three 
children  have  blessed  this  union:  Cora  B.,  born 
in  1870,  who  has  taught  successfully  for  nine 
years,  and  is  now  engaged  in  that  profession  in 
the  town  of  Kent,  Conn. ; Lewis,  born  in  1873. 
who  is  a farmer  at  East  Canaan,  Conn.;  and 
Lottie,  born  in  1875,  who  lives  at  home. 


J’AMES  B.  BEDIENT,  general  merchant  and 
grocer  of  the  town  of  Wilton,  was  born  there 
May  10,  1865,  and  obtained  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  Having  completed  his 
schooling  he  engaged  in  farming  up  to  his  twenty- 
second  year,  when  he  established  himself  in 
the  grocery  and  general  mercantile  business, 
which  he  has  since  conducted.  He  has  been 
unusually  successful  from  a commercial  stand- 
point, having  from  the  beginning  enjoyed  the 
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confidence  of  the  public.  From  his  early  man- 
hood until  within  recent  years  he  was  a Demo- 
crat, but  he  is  now  a Republican;  he  has  never 
aspired  to  public  office,  though  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Wilton  in  1891.  In  religious  con- 
nection he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  Mr.  Bedient  married  Miss  Charlotte 
N.  Hard,  daughter  of  William  G.  and  Sarah 
(Erwin)  Hard,  the  lormer  a prospeious  iarmerof 
Newtown.  Conn.,  and  one  child  has  come  to  this 
marriage,  Florence  W.,  born  December  30, 
1887,  who  died  February  3,  1896. 

David  Bedient,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  was  there  edu- 
cated, and  in  early  life  became  a faimer,  follow- 
ing that  calling  all  his  lift.  He  married  Mrs. 
Polly  Stuwart.  a widow,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children,  vi2. : Harvey,  born  March  31.  lSiO.and 
Harriet,  who  married  Andrew  Partrick. 

Harvey  Bedient,  father  of  out  subject,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Wilton,  was  educated  there 
in  the  common  schools,  and,  like  his  ancestors, 
became  a farmer,  in  which  occupation  he  was 
very  successful.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat, 
served  as  selectman  of  his  town  for  a number  of 
years,  and  for  a few  years  before  his  death  was 
acting  school  visitor.  He  was  a lifelong  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was 
steward  and  trustee  of  the  Church  at  Wilton  for 
a number  of  years.  He  was  twice  married,  the 
seconds  time  to  Miss  Martha  E.  Sterling,  who 
was  born  in  1829,  daughter  of  Hawley  and  Maria 
Sterling,  the  former  of  whom  was  a prosperous 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Wilton.  They  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Katie,  who 
died  young;  Nellie,  who  married  Frank  Green; 
Lucy,  who  married  R.  B.  Disbrow;  Fred  H., 
who  married  Electa  Gregory;  David  F.,  who 
married  Carrie  James  ; James  B..  our  subject; 
Charles  H.,  who  married  Lucy  Chapman,  and 
Carrie  M.,  unmarried. 


THOMAS  C.  LOUDEN,  a leading  butcher  of 
Mianus,  is  a man  whose  successful  struggle 
with  adverse  circumstances  shows  what  can  be 
done  by  industry  and  economy.  Born  of  poor 
parents,  he  was  obliged  to  make  his  way  in  life 
without  any  of  the  aids  which  are  usually  con- 
sidered essential  to  success. 

Mr.  Louden  was  born  in  North  Greenwich, 
Fairfield  county,  November  20,  1842,  a son  of 
Obediah  and  Jane  (Rancheart)  Louden,  and  is 
one  of  a family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  ten 
reachtd  maturity.  As  the  family  were  in  limited 
circumstances,  his  educational  advantages  were 
very  meager,  and,  though  he  attended  the  dis- 


trict school  at  North  Greenwich,  his  school  days 
were  over  before  he  had  reached  his  tenth  year. 
At  the  age  of  eleven  he  was  hired  out  to  Abram 
Watersburg,  of  North  Castle  township,  West- 
chester county,  New  York,  but  after  four  or  five 
days  he  ran  away  and  returned  home,  as  he  could 
not  stand  working  in  the  sun.  His  father  insisted 
on  his  return,  and  he  complied,  but  remained  onlv 
a short  time.  He  then  took  a position  under  his 
brother  Theodore,  sewing  shoes  intended  for  trade 
in  the  South  and  West;  it  was  the  custom  for  job- 
bers to  let  out  contracts  to  local  men,  of  which 
his  brother  was  one.  Our  subject  soon  became 
quite  proficient  at  sewing,  and  was  able  to  com- 
mand $6  per  month  and  board.  Later  he  worked 
for  Clark  Brundage,  in  the  same  line,  and  con- 
tinued to  follow  that  occupation  until  1862.  when 
he  joined  the  Tenth  Legion,  from  Middletown. 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  under  Colonel  YanWyck. 
but  was  rejected  on  account  of  his  age. 

Prior  to  this  time  Mr.  Louden  had  become 
able  to  make  a shoe,  and  to  do  knife  work  on 
twelve  pairs  per  day.  He  has  made  womens 
shoes  for  fifteen  cents  per  pair,  manufacturing  six 
pairs  per  day,  and  later  could  hold  a "seat  of 
work’  and  make  shoes  on  his  own  account. 
During  the  panic  of  1858,  when  times  were  very 

hard,  he  left  Mr.  Brundage,  with  all  his  earthly 

possessions  in  an  old  grip,  and,  although  it  was 
January,  he  was  clothed  in  a linen  suit.  In  this 
way  he  went  to  Middletown,  N.Y.,  then  a boom- 
ing place,  as  the  Erie  railroad  had  just  been  con- 
structed through  it.  On  reaching  New  fork 
City  seventy-five  cents  of  his  last  dollar  had 
been  expended  for  his  fare,  and  he  was  force  to 
borrow  two  dollars  from  his  brother  v-amue 
take  him  to  his  destination.  He  became  qm  e 
homesick  cn  route,  as  this  was  his  first  trip  bon 
home,  but  his  spirits  rose  when  he  reached  . 
dletown  and  secured  a position  with  Chari. • 
Noyes  in  the  shoe  business.  During 
years  he  spent  there  hq  prospered,  an  on 
the  place  had  a building  lot  paid  for,  an  ■ 

tirely  free  from  debt.  After  a v>s'  h, 

opened  a shop  in  connect.on  with  his 
Theodore,  and  peddled  shoes  through^  ^ 
try,  but  this  venture  was  not  as  succe- 
been  anticipated.  Later  they  esta  ' accepted 
tom  shop,  and  on  selling  out  our  su  ] h 

a position  as  traveling  salesman  with  the  Roc  ^ 

ter  Nursery  Company,  remaining 

f0UDyuring  that  period  Mr.  Louden  came  to  Fa* 
field  county,  and  was  marne  ’ p perrjSl  a 
church  at  Greenwich,  to  Miss  u / War  ring1 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Hanna M.  0 £ J, 
Ferris.  They  located  at  the  home  where 
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lives,  but  the  wife  died  six  months  and  ten  days 
afterward,  and  was  buried  at  Sound  Beach. 
Subsequently  he  married  her  sister.  Margaret  A., 
bv  whom  he  has  seven  children:  Susan  E. , now 
the  wife  of  Willis  E.  Olmstead,  of  Mianus; 
Maria  ].,  wile  of  J.  Stanley  Lockwood,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in  New  York; 
Henry  A.,  telegraph  operator  at  Sound  Beach; 
and  Ella  L. , Thomas  O.,  S.  Garfield  and  W. 
Eldon,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Louden  has  spent  all  his  married  life 
upon  his  farm  in  Greenwich  township,  and  since 
the  fall  of  1 8 77  he  has  engaged  successfully  in 
the  butcher  business  at  Mianus.  He  is  also  a 
dealer  in  both  cattle  and  horses.  Jn  his  market 
he  has  a patent  meat  rack,  which  he  is  manu- 
facturing in  New  Jersey,  and  which  is  proving  a 
great  success.  In  1871  he  built  his  present  com- 
fortable residence  upon  his  farm,  and  besides 
this  property  he  owns  land  in  Stamford  town- 
ship, Fairfield  county.  He  has  not  only  achieved 
success  financially,  but,  by  his  straightforward, 
honorable  course,  he  has  attained  a high  position 
in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Since  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  in  1864,  Mr.  Louden  has 
always  supported  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
has  been  called  upon  to  serve  as  selectman  in 
Greenwich  township  for  two  terms,  and  is  at 
present  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  Empire  Lodge,  ].  O.  O.  F.,  at  Green- 
wich, of  which  he  has  been  treasurer  since  its 
organization.  His  wife  holds  membership  in  the 
Episcopal  Church. 


JfAMES  H.  ROWLAND,  Jr.,  late  proprietor 
of  the  Home  Livery  at  New  Canaan,  Conn., 
was  born  January  19.  1857,  in  New  Haven, 
this  State,  of  which  city  his  father,  James  H. 
Rowland,  Sr.,  is  also  a native. 

Samuel  Rowland,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  Fairfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  for  some  years  was  engaged  in 
the  real-estate  business  in  New  Haven.  Later 
he  took  a grocerv  business  in  North  Carolina 
which  he  carried  on  for  a short  time,  finally  re- 
turning to  New  Haven,  where  he  became  book- 
keeper and  a director  of  the  New  York  & New 
Haven  Steamboat  Company.  He  afterward  re- 
turned to  the  real-estate  business.  Samuel  Row- 
land married  Martha  Mansfield,  by  whom  he  had 
six  children:  James  H..  George  M.  (now  de- 

ceased, who  was  engaged  in  the  music  business 
in  Bridgeport,  Conn.  ),  and  four  others  who  died 
in  infancy.  The  father  was  a member  of  the 
Masonic  lodge  at  New  Haven. 


James  H.  Rowland,  Sr.,  was  brought  up  in 
i the  city  of  New  Haven,  attending  the  Lancas- 
trian school.  He  commenced  active  life  as  book- 
! keeper  for  English  & Ives,  wholesale  liquor 
i dealers,  later  clerking  on  board  the  steamers  of 
1 the  New  York  & New  Haven  Steamboat  Com- 
pany, and  on  the  Southern  steamers  running  from 
Washington  to  Richmond.  For  fifteen  years  he 
1 was  bookkeeper  for  the  New  Haven  Clock  Com- 
pany. Removing  to  New  York  City,  he  was 
there  employed  by  various  firms,  the  Equitable 
Life  Insurance  Company,  the  Commonwealth 
Life  Insurance  Company,  Mitchell  Banks  & Co. 
(chandeliers,  bronzes,  clocks,  etc.),  and  the  Amer- 
ican Clock  Company.  Mr.  Rowland  now  makes 
his  home  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  He  was  married 
t at  New  Haven  to  Harriet  Silliman,  who  became 
I the  mother  of  three  children — Lillie,  now  a res- 
| ident  of  Brooklyn;  James  H.,  Jr.;  and  William, 
i who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Rowland  holds  mem- 
I bership  with  the  Episcopal  Church  at  New 
Haven.  He  was  in  his  prime  a member  of  the 
New  Haven  Grays. 

James  H.  Rowland,  Jr.,  was  during  his  early 
j bovhood  a pupil  in  the  same  school  his  father 
i attended,  the  Lancastrian  school,  and  at  the  age 
I of  twelve  years  he  entered  the  Adelphi  Acade- 
! my.  where  he  pursued  his  studies  for  three  years. 

| He  began  work  with  Merriam  & Duck,  to  learn 
j the  printer's  trade,  and  remained  with  them  four 
| years,  when  he  left  the  trade  to  enter  the  em- 
| ploy  of  Louis  M.  Celestine,  wholesale  dealer  in 
| paper  and  printer’s  stock.  After  working  for 
| him  for  one  year  he  embarked  in  the  printing 
j business,  in  partnership  with  F.  M.  Jackson,  the 
I firm  doing  business  at  the  corner  of  Broadway 
I and  Eighth  streets,  New  York  City,  for  two 
j years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  our  subject  sold 
1 out  to  Mr.  Jackson  and  went  to  Brooklyn,  where 
! he  engaged  in  the  business  on  his  own  account, 

1 and  continued  same  successfully  until  1888,  the 
1 year  of  his  removal  to  New  Canaan.  There  in 
] 1 Soo  he  commenced  the  livery  business,  in  that 
I vear  purchasing  the  Stevens  stable,  which  he 
i conducted  for  three  years.  In  1893  he  erected 
! his  late  place  of  business,  in  East  avenue.  He 
i has  a thriving  trade,  the  fifteen  rigs  with  which 
I his  stable  is  provided  being  in  constant  demand. 

Mr.  Rowland  was  first  married,  in  New  Ha- 
1 ven.  Conn.,  to  Maria  K.  Lines,  daughter  of  Au- 
l gustus  Lines.  In  1888.  her  health  being  very 
, poor,  Mr.  Rowland  took  her  to  Florida,  but  the 
: change  failed  to  benefit  her,  and  she  died  the 
1 came  vear,  in  New  Canaan.  She  was  the  mother 
of  four  children,  namely:  Stewart,  Mabel, 

Marion,  and  Edith,  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
! eldest  son  is  at  present  studying  medicine  in  Hart- 
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ford.  Conn.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Rowland 
wedded,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  V.,  Miss  Emily  F, 
Comstock,  who  was  born  in  New  Canaan,  daugh- 
ter of  Chester  Comstock,  and  they  have  had 
four  children:  Ruth,  Jessie,  Dorothy,  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy.  The  family  attend  the 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Rowland  is  a 
member.  In  social  connection  he  belongs  to 
Harmony  Lodge  No.  67,  F.  & A.  M.  (of  which 
be  is  organist):  and  the  Golden  Cross,  in  which 
he  is  past  master. 


SI^ILLIAM  EDWARDS  WALLER,  who  is 

[ engaged  in  market  gardening  and  the 

raising  of  small  fruits,  was  born  at  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  December  17,  1861.  the  son  of  William 
G.  Waller.  The  father  was  born  in  Schenectady, 
N.  Y.,  and  his  father  was  a native  of  the  island 
of  St.  Christopher.  West  Indies. 

William  G.  Waller  was  engaged  in  civil  en- 
gineering in  Louisiana.  He  was  married,  at 
Bridgeport,  to  Harriet  S.  Edwards,  a daughter  of 
Dr.  D.  S.  Edwards,  of  the  United  States  navv, 
and  to  this  union  were  born:  William  Edwards: 

Mary  G..  who  married  Lieutenant  Starkweather, 
of  the  Revenue  service  fboth  are  now  deceased i; 
and  Harriet  H.  Mrs.  Waller  died  in  1 SB  1 . and 
Mr.  Waller  passed  away  at  Baton  Rouge.  La.,  in 
1 890. 

William  Edwards  Waller  spent  his  early 
school  days  in  Bridgeport  and  in  Washington. 
D.  C.,  but  since  leaving  school  he  has  always 
made  his  home  in  Trumbull.  He  was  married 
in  Pompton,  N.  J.,  to  Susan  E.  Ludlam.  So- 
cially. he  is  a member  of  the  Sea  Side  Club 
Dr.  D.  S.  Edwards,  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  a direct  descendant  of  John 
Edwards,  who  came  to  America  from  England 
and  settled  in  Trumbull  in  1692.  He  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  June  22,  1794,  and  in  1814  grad- 
uated from  Yale.  On  July  30,  j 8 1 8 , he  entered 
the  United  States  navy,  and  thus  began  a career 
that  was  to  carry  him  to  all  parts  of  the  globe 
and  make  him  a participator  in  some  of  the  most 
stirring  incidents  in  the  history  of  the  New 
World.  He  was  assigned  for  duty  as  assistant 
surgeon  on  the  frigate  •■Congress,"  bound  for  the 
China  sea:  in  1820  the  ship  was  visited  at  Manila 
by  Asiatic  cholera,  then  a comparatively  unknown 
disease.  In  1821  he  returned  to  Washington, 
and  the  following  year  was  on  dutv  on  the 
schooner  • ‘Grampus.  With  the  aid  of  boats  they 
destroyed  five  pirate  sailboats  near  Cuba,  and 
Doctor  Edwards  was  seveielv  wounded.  He  re- 
covered, and  in  1823  was  assigned  to  the  “ Erie, 
which  was  sent  to  protect  government  interests 


in  the  Mediterranean.  On  May  6,  1825,  he  was 
promoted  to  surgeon,  and  in  1826  he  was  ordered 
to  the  “Boston,”  on  which  he  remained  four 
years  in  Brazilian  waters,  returning  to  New  York 
in  1830.  For  two  years  following  he  was  in  the 
cholera  hospital  in  New  York,  and  for  a like  term 
saw  service  in  the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola.  He 
was  then  sent,  in  the  good  ship  “ St.  Louis, "to 
the  West  Indies,  and  in  1837  was  appointed  fleet 
surgeon  of  the  West  India  squadron.  The  year 
] S39  found  him  on  duty  in  the  navy  yard  at 
Washington;  1S41  on  board  the  steamer  “Ful- 
ton." and  1843  on  the  frigate  “North  Carolina.” 
In  1846  he  awaited  orders,  and  in  1847  was  as- 
signed to  the  marine  battalion,  to  join  the  army 
in  Mexico.  At  Vera  Cruz  he  was  medical  director 
of  General  Pierce’s  brigade,  and  participated  in 
the  engagements  at  Santa  Fe,  National  Bridge, 
Tres  Rios,  Cerra  Gordo  and  Molino  del  Rey.  In 
August,  1847,  he  was  at  Pueblo  as  medical  di- 
rector of  General  Quitman’s  division,  and  was  at 
the  engagements  at  Contreras,  Chapultepec  and 
Citv  of  Mexico,  after  which  he  was  transferred 
to  the  hospital  at  St.  Augustine.  For  a time  he 
served  as  inspector  of  the  sick  and  wounded. 
He  again  became  fleet  surgeon  of  the  West  India 
squadron  between  184S  and  1 850,  after  which  he 
was  in  the  navv  vard  at  Washington  for  some 
time  In  1857-60  he  was  fleet  surgeon  of  the 
Pacific  squadron  on  the  “Merrimac.”  From 
1861  to  1864  he  was  at  the  navy  rendezvous  at 
New  Bedford,  and  in  1865  was  on  the  steamer 
“ Rhode  Island,"  in  Mobile  Bay.  In  1868  he 
was  given  special  duty  on  the  retiring  oat 
and  so  remained  until  his  death,  in  1874. 
so  varied  an  experience,  amid  seas  and  scenes  so 
often  stormy,  he  passed  quietly  away,  m Tran- 
bull,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  full  four-scor  - 
In  his  long  service  for  his  country  he  , 
record  that  may  well  be  emulated.  Nights^ 
faithful  watching,  days  of  toil,  he  bra 1 
cepted  all,  and  when  his  great  soul.  stnpp 
all  earthly  rank  and  care,  rose  to  its  last  h . 
he  could  truly  sing: 

Joy,  jov  forever! 

Mv  task  is  ciont: 

The  gates  are  pasi. 

And  heaven  is  won. 


TOHN  O’SULLIVAN,  prominent  in 1 
J society  of  Norwalk  was  orn  tbe 

^ town,  Ireland,  October  8.  1836.  0 ^ 

four  sons  of  Daniel  O’Sullivan  and  h ^ 
Elizabeth  (Tattan),  both  na,,ves  " the  former 
where  they  passed  their  entire  • un(j|  his 
following  farming  as  an  0CC“P  , O’Sullivan 
death,  in  .869.  Elizabeth  (Tattan)  U 
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died  in  1873.  The  other  sons  in  the  family  were: 
Janies  went  to  sea,  and  our  subject  knows  not 
what  became  of  him;  Daniel,  who  had  a gold 
mine,  died  in  Norwalk,  in  1S91;  and  William  is 
now  engaged  in  the  mining  business  in  New  Zea- 
land. 

John  O'Sullivan  passed  the  first  sixteen  years 
of  his  life  in  Ireland.  On  June  2,  1852,  he  bade 
farewell  to  the  greener  fields  and  the  bluer  skies 
of  his  childhood,  and  came  to  America.  He  first 
landed  at  New  York,  but  remained  there  only  for 
a short  time,  going  to  Boston,  where  he  learned 
the  shoemaking  trade.  In  1853  became  to  Nor- 
walk, and  worked  at  his  trade  for  about  ten  years. 
During  the  following  twelve  years  he  gave  emi- 
nent satisfaction  by  his  service  as  policeman,  to 
which  position  he  was  appointed  under  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  gave  careful  attention  to  his 
duties,  and  citizens,  of  whatever  political  faith, 
soon  learned  he  was  faithfully  and  conscien- 
tiously guarding  the  law  to  the  best  of  his  abil- 
ity, and  all  expressed  regret  when  he  decided  to 
lay  aside  the  star  he  had  worn  so  long  to  enter 
commercial  life.  In  1882  he  entered  the  liquor 
business,  in  which  line  ol  trade  he  has  since  re-  , 
mained. 

In  1859  Mr.  O’Sullivan  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Ryan,  who  was  born  in  County  Tipperary, 
Ireland,  a daughter  of  Edward  Ryan,  and  to  them 
a family  of  twelve  children  were  born,  seven  of 
whom  are  liying:  Elizabeth,  at  home;  John  E., 
in  charge  of  the  Dorland  Summer  Resort  (near 
Norwalk);  Mary  Ann,  wile  of  Michael  Ariorder; 
Jane,  wife  of  Hugh  Donnelly  (sketch  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere);  Catherine  and  Julia,  at 
home;  and  Daniel,  employed  by  his  father.  The 
entire  family  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church,  and  are  liberal  in  their  views,  believ- 
ing that  each  man  should  worship  as  he  thinks 
best.  Mr.  O'Sullivan  is  one  of  those  men  who, 
having  adopted  this  country  for  their  own,  are 
loyal  and  patriotic.  With  the  natural  wit  of  his 
countrymen,  his  generosity  and  integrity,  he  oc- 
cupies a prominent  place,  and  is  in  great  demand 
socially. 


C CHARLES  B.  DYCKMAN. engineer  for  the  Gil- 
_ ' bert  & Bennett  Manufacturing  Company, 
Georgetown,  Fairfield  county,  was  born  April  25, 
1849,  in  New  York  City,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion at  Peekskill  Academy  and  other  schools  in 
that  vicinity. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Dyckman  s father  having  to  pro- 
ceed with  his  regiment  to  the  South,  our  subject 
left  school  and  accompanied  him,  and  while  at 
Newport  News  witnessed  the  engagement  be- 


tween the  “ Monitor”  and  the  “ Merrimac.”  Aft- 
er a sojourn  in  the  South  of  about  one  year  he 
returned  home  and  resumed  his  studies.  After 
leaving  school  he  followed  clerking  for  some  time 
and  also  worked  on  a farm,  and  he  finally  settled 
in  Georgetown,  Fairfield  county,  having  accepted 
the  position  of  engineer  for  the  Gilbert  & Bennett 
Manufacturing  Company,  at  that  place. 

On  November  24,  1880,  Mr.  Dyckman  was 
married  to  Miss  Eliza  Jane  St.  John,  who  was 
born  at  Vista,  N.  Y.,  December  23,  1847,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Noah  and  Roxana  (Fancher)  St. 
John,  the  former  of  whom  was  a Methodist  Prot- 
estant and  Congregational  minister.  Children 
as  follows  have  blessed  this  union:  Garrett  St. 

John,  born  October  27,  1883;  Alice  Emma,  born 
October  30,  1884;  Mabel  Elizabeth,  born  Jan. 
25,  1887,  died  in  infancy;  William  Edwin,  born 
March  10,  1888,  died  in  infancy;  and  Mildred  E., 
born  September  17,  1890.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dyck- 
man are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Georgetown,  and  in  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 
He  was  introduced  to,  and  frequently  met,  John 
Wilkes  Booth,  the  assassin  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

lohn  Dyckman,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  February  17,  1785,  in  New  York  City, 
and  during  t'he  greater  part  of  his  life  was  a 
farmer,  in  his  younger  days  following  the  truck- 
ing business  for  a time  in  his  native  city.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  1812.  By  his  wife,  Leah 
(Goetchus).  who  was  born  September  17,  1786, 
he  had  children  as  follows:  Garrett,  sketch  of 

whom  follows;  Martha  M.  and  Betsey  Mary 
(twins'),  born  March  3,  1817;  and  Peter  B.,  born 
May  27,  1821. 

Garrett  Dyckman,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  May  18,  1814,  in  the  town  of  Cortlandt, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  for  some  time  was 
a clerk  in  New  York.  At  one  time  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  soda  water.  He  first  en- 
listed in  the  First  N.  Y.  V.  L,  of  which  he  was 
commissioned  captain,  and  he  was  wounded  sev- 
eral times  during  the  Mexican  war — in  the 
battles  of  Contreras,  Cherubusco,  and  other  en- 
I gagenients.  A large  part  of  his  life  was  passed 
in  military  service,  and  when  the  Civil  war  broke 
out  he  went  to  the  front  as  a lieutenant-colonel, 

I and  later  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  First 
I N.  Y.  V.  1.  Asa  leader  in  the  Democratic  party 
l he  was  recognized  as  a great  politician,  and  was 
I awarded  the  gold  snuff-box  bequeathed  by  Gen. 

| Andrew  Jackson.  He  was  elected  to  the  State 
| Assemblv  from  New  York.  Socially,  he  was  a 
j member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.  and  the  1.  O.  O.  F. 

! He  died  in  New  York  City,  May  22,  1868,  and 
was  buried  with  Masonic  honors.  On  February 
lit,  1848.  he  married  Martha  E.  Tucker,  who 
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was  born  April  4,  1826,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  V.,  and  Georgetown,  Fairfield  county,  January  4,  1892, 
children  as  follows  were  born  to  them:  Charles  , aged  sixty-seven  years,  three  months,  two 

B.,  our  subject,  the  only  survivor:  Garrett,  born  days.  On  October  15,  1846,  in  the  town 
July  8,  1850;  HenryA..  born  December  t,  1851;  - of  New  Canaan,  Fairfield  county,  Rev.  Samuel 
and  George  G.,  born  December  7,  1853.  1 N.  St.  John  married  Miss  Roxana  Fancher,  and 

Mrs.  Eliza  Jane  (St.  John)  Dvckman  comes  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them:  Eliza 
of  English  ancestry,  and  is  descended  from  the  Jane,  Mrs.  Dvckman;  Samuel  W.,  borniniSso; 
eldest  of  three  brothers— Mathias  (1),  Mark  and  Margaret:  Emma  A.,  born  September  14,  1853; 
Samuel  St.  John — who  came  from  England.  The  and  Henry  L..  born  August  23,  1856.  The 
line  direct  from  Mathias  (if  is  as  follows:  Ma-  , mother  was  called  from  earth  September  29, 

thias  (2),  Samuel  (tj,  Noah  (1).  Samuel  (2).  and  j 1895,  aged  seventy  years. 

Noah  (2)  (grandfather  of  Mrs.  Dvckman  1.  Of  

these, 

Noah  St.  John  (2)  was  born  May  12,  1782,  TrOHN  LOCKWOOD,  a prominent  farmer  of 
in  the  town  of  Wilton,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  on  I the  town  of  Wilton,  Conn.,  was  born  in 
the  place  that  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Lewisboro.  N.  V..  June  to,  1839,  and  re- 

family  some  200  years.  Bv  trade  he  was  a stone  1 reived  his  early  intellectual  training  in  the  public 
mason.  Socially,  he  was  prominent  in  Masonic  1 schools  of  his  time.  For  some  years  after  leav- 
circles.  He  married  Miss  Polly  Osborn,  who  ■ mg  school  he  was  engaged  in  farming  with  his 
was  born  February  29,  17SS.  on  Long  Island,  I lather,  and  he  then  removed  to  New  Canaan, 
and  their  children  weie  as  follows:  Roswell  died  1 Conn.,  where  he  came  into  possession  of  a farm 
young:  John  O.  married  Phebe  J.  Jones;  Hiram  which  he  conducted  ten  years.  Then,  in  about 
married  Mary  A Hull;  Rev.  Samuel  Noah  was  1870.  he  returned  to  Wilton,  where  with  his 
Mrs.  Dvckman's  father;  Abigail  died  young;  Amy  1 brother  Samuel  he  purchased  a larm,  which  they 
is  deceased.  ■ conducted  lor  six  years,  or  until  1876,  when  he 

Rev.  Samuel  Noah  St.  John  was  born  Octo-  , purchased  his  present  place,  to  the  cultivation  of 

ber  2,  1824,  in  Georgetown,  Fairfield  Co  , Conn..  which  he  has  since  given  his  attention.  Mr. 
received  a liberal  education,  and  qualified  himself  I Lockwood  has  devoted  his  lime  to  his  chosen 
for  the  work  of  the  ministry  to  some  extent  by  calling  to  the  exclusion  of  everything  else,  an 
private  study.  In  his  younger  days  he  worked  1 lor  this  reason  has  made  farming  a success, 
on  farm^,  and  later  he  laught  in  various  locali-  t Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  and  has  held  severa 
ties,  his  first  school  being  in  Diamond  Hill  Dis-  ■ of  the  minor  offices.  Mr.  Lockwood  marrie 
trict.  town  of  Redding,  Fairfield  county,  his  last,  i Miss  Sarah  I.  Tuttle,  who  was  born  Octo  er  21, 
in  1879,  in  Georgetown.  On  February  28.  1S46.  1842.  daughter  of  Anson  and  Almira  I 0 I 

he  was  licensed  to  preach  under  the  auspices  of  Tuttle,  the  former  of  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  an 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  was  ad-  the  latter  of  Wilton.  Conn.  Children  as  0 ow“ 
mined  into  the  itinerancy  by  the  New  York  Con-  have  blessed  this  union:  George  K..  orn  .1“ 

lerence  of  that  Church  during  its  sixteenth  28.  1863:  and  Minnie  F..  born  March  9,  t 
annual  session,  April  1-9,  1846.  He  was  first  who  married  Charles  H.  Hawkshurst. 
stationed  at  Tompkins  Cor  e,  on  the  west  side  of  Gershom  Lockwood,  grandfather  0 our 
the  Hudson,  and  preached  his  initial  sermon  ■ iect.  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lewis  oro.  • ^ 
there  April  12,  1846  In  the  spring  of  1848  he  where  he  was  educated.  He  always  ° ^ q( 
was  ordained  a deacon  minister  at  Tarrytown,  tarming  for  a livelihood.  He ."j15  ? "o  , Miss 
N.  V.;  during  1849  and  part  of  1850  he  worked  the  Baptist  Church.  He  married  (rs)  ^ 
in  his  brother’s  shop  at  Georgetown.  Conn  . and  Seymour,  by  whom  he  had  the  ° 0^N;mon(j; 
on  March  24,  that  year,  he  was  ordained  an  el-  dren:  Rufus,  who  married  Same  . . por 

der.  He  was  subsequentiv  stationed  as  follows:  and  Bettie.  who  married  Samue  Can  e .£ 

At  Matteawan,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.;  Andover,  1 his  second  wife  Mr.  Lockwood  marn 
Sussex  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Sheburne,  Chittenden  Co..  ' Staples  cnbiect  was 

Yt. ; Haverstraw  and  Warren.  N.  Y. ; and  in  the  Rufus  Lockwood,  father  ol  our  ■ he 

spring  of  1858  he  commenced  to  supply  the  pul-  born  in  the  town  of  Lewisboro,  - ■ •• engaged in 

pit  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  at  Montrose,  was  educated,  and.  like  his  ancestor  . _vs he was 
N.  V While  there,  he  left  the  M.  P.  Church,  farming  all  his  life.  During  training  ^;ag  called 
and  on  October  23,  1800,  united  with  the  Fair-  a captain  in  the  militia,  and  lenf  j.neW  him. 
field  West  Congregational  Ass  ociation.  by  per-  • ■ Captain " Lockwood  ' ordinarv intelligence 
sonal  application,  supplvmg  the  pulpit  of  that  1 He  was  a man  of  more  than  or  :„hbors 

Society  from  1S65  till  1875.  He  died  in  . and  ability,  and  had  the  esteem  of 
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ar.  i ?:  rads  to  an  un  1 d»  ;-tcc  He  ri.. lined 
S..  t M Kavi!..  l)  1,  wlv  vv.»st  rn  ]:j'v  I 1M  ,, 
a d.»  ighter  «i  A^a  and  D<-hi  ,e  A an d i K a v - 
n.>  ad , and  thi'.drrn  as  Dhows  wrjr  b tn  t c > this 

v,r.  ' r.  J bn  n*  our  v;l';nt,  D»h<  ra  I'  . b.  rn 

j«.:.v.*ty  2j.  1842,  rr.arr.rd  b!c(  !im  S»\n.  ur, 
and  b.»s  had  the  hhiwng  cl;,  Oicn  l it  an  1»  . 

b rn  l cbtuary  2 1.  I>'  j.  and  A !a  1'  . b tn  De- 

cen.t>er  20.  I 8 ~ ; , Samuel  G . l>-  rn  Oi  ti  her  u. 
1843.  married  Annie  Crawford.  and  Joseph  \V., 
b rn  0(l"t'rr  13.  ll've  . married  Alice  O', instead. 

j-  hn  Tuttle.  gtati  Father  o(  the  wife  of  our 
suf  ;ect.  was  born  in  the  t >wn  cd  New  Canaan, 
and  was  there  rdu<  ated  in  th.e  common  %<  bools 
From  his  early  nianh  <ul  da  vs  hr  was  encased  in 
farm.r  g.  and  fie  was  an  unusually  successful  man. 
Folit k ally  he  was  a \\  hie.  and  he  was  elected 
to  s<-\  r 1 al  of  tfie  minor  1 fin  es  within  the  g.ft  of 
h.s  fellow  citn-rns.  He  married  Miss  Isabelle 
Gardner,  by  wfn  rn  he  had  th.e  f,  ibwing  children: 
Ansi  n.  who  named  Almira  Alla  tt,  halhc.  who 
married  Samuel  Judson,  and  I.stfier,  who  mar- 
ried \\  ilsey  Hurt  is 

Arison  Tuttle,  father  i f Mrs  Sarah  I Lock- 
wood,  was  born  in  l S< >3  in  t hr  town  of  New 
Canaan.  ( onn  . and  was  there  educated  in  the 
c<  ri.tnon  s<  fiools  Alter  leas  :nc  sc  bool  he  learned 
shoe-making.  but  fie  never  worked  at  t fir  trade, 
drvit.ng  his  life  exclusively  to  farming  During 
the  training  days  he  was  a incintirr  of  the  State 
tndit.a.  and  |>», lilies  he  was  a Democrat,  hold- 
ing several  of  t fir  minor  c.ftu  es  at  different  times, 
fic  n.artied  Miss  Almira  Abh<  tt.  wfio  was  born 
in  l>'<  daughter  of  M uhael  and  Arrirnie  (Tay- 
hri  A 1 1 ! h > 1 1 . t he  former  a prominent  farmer  of  the 
town  of  Wilton,  and  to  this  marriage  was  horn 
c.ne  child.  Sarah  I.,  wife  of  the  subject  of  this 
J'setch  Anson  T uttle  died  in  if* 4“,  and  his  wife 
in  l.V.y 


MRS  CHARLOTTE  MALLORY.  widow  of 
C harlcs  Mallory,  of  the  town  of  Sherman, 
Fairfield  county,  is  a representative  of  one  of  the 
most  highly-esteemed  families  of  the  section,  the 
htuarts,  her  ancestors,  having  settled  there  many 
\ ears  ago. 

Henry  L.  Stuart,  her  father,  was  horn  in  that 
town  in  ikcx).  ami  after  receiving  a good  com- 
mon-school education  located  upon  a farm,  where 
he  continued  to  fellow  agricultural  pursuits 
thrrughout  his  life.  He  took  much  interest  in 
Politics  as  a member  of  the  Whig  party,  and  was 
prominent  in  local  affairs,  holding  various  town 
r,fhccs.  His  wife,  Caroline  1 Ferris  , was  a 
daughter  of  Geradus  an  J Folly  Ferris,  well-known 
residents  of  the  town  of  New  Milford.  Mrs. 


Mallory  was  the  youngest  in  a family  of  four 
children,  the  others  being.  Jane,  wife  of  Birdsey 
Curtis,  Abel  \\\,  who  married  Jane  Spencer; 
and  Charles  H , who  is  not  married. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Mallory  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Sherman  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
Si  bools.,  the  wholesome  surroundings  of  farm  life 
serv  mg  to  dev  el  ,p  a strong  womanly  character. 
She  married  the  late  Charles  Mallory,  son  of 
George  Mallory,  a prosperous  agriculturist  of  the 
town  of  Sherman,  where  the  family  had  been 
Unrated  for  several  generations.  Charles  E. 
Mailorv  was  born  and  reared  there,  attending 
the  public  schools  in  early  life  and  later  engag- 
ing in  business  as  a carpenter.  He  was  an  ex- 
cellent citizen,  taking  great  interest  in  all  that 
would  tend  to  benefit  the  community,  and  he  was 
also  active  in  political  matters,  being  an  ardent 
Democrat.  At  different  times  he  was  chosen  to 
fill  lo<  al  offices,  and  for  a number  of  years  served 
as  selectman  and  assessor.  His  life  came  to  a 
cl<  sc  in  18^2,  when  he  was  fifty-seven  years  of 
age.  the  event  causing  sincere  grief  among  a 
large  ctrcle  of  friends.  One  daughter,  Carrie, 
born  in  the  town  of  Sherman  in  1868.  survives 
him.  and  resides  with  her  widowed  mother. 


R.^  MOND  KF.LLOGG.  for  many  vears  a 
highlv-csteemed  resident  of  the  town  of 
Sherman,  was  a leading  agriculturist  of  that  lo- 
1 cahiy  He  was  born  June  28,  1818,  and  his  en- 
tire life  was  spent  tn  this  section. 

Mr.  Kellogg's  ancestors  came  to  this  country 
at  an  early  period,  and  his  grandfather,  Thomas 
Kellogg,  was  born  and  reared  in  the  southern 
part  of  Connecticut,  receiving  such  education  as 
, the  s<  hools  of  that  day  and  neighborhood 
afforded.  He  became  a weaver  by  occupation, 
and  followed  the  trade  during  the  greater  part  of 
his  life.  He  married  Mercy  Raymond,  and  they 
had  four  children:  Jesse,  our  subject's  father; 

Thomas,  who  married  Laura  ; Mercy, 

who  never  married;  and  Thankful,  Mrs.  Brown. 

Jesse  Kellogg  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sher- 
man. this  county,  and  after  receiving  a common- 
school  education  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
in  which  he  was  engaged  fora  number  of  years, 
but  in  later  life  his  attention  was  given  to  farm- 
ing. During  the  war  of  1812  he  was  drafted 
into  the  service  of  the  government,  and  with  the 
remainder  of  his  company  started  for  the  seat  of 
hostilities,  but  on  reaching  Newtown  they  were 
discharged.  Although  he  never  held  office  he 
took  much  interest  in  political  questions,  and  was 
a strong  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  married  Miss  Amanda  Hun- 
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gerford,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hungerford,  a pros- 
perous farmer  of  the  town  of  Sherman,  and 
they  had  the  following-named  children:  Maria, 
who  married  Silas  Babcock;  Raymond,  our  sub- 
ject; Sabria,  wife  of  Allen  Gilbert;  Neilson,  who 
married  (first)  Sarah  Hinman  and  (second) 
Rhoda  Scutt;  Wealthy,  wife  of  Levi  Stone; 
Eliza,  wife  of  Louis  Spooner;  Stanley,  who  mar- 
ried Frances  Wilcox;  and  Polly  E.  and  Alonzo, 
both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Kellogg  attended  the  common  schools  of 
his  locality  in  his  boyhood,  and  later  engaged  at 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for 
more  than  twenty  years.  He  then  purchased 
the  farm  on  which  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  devoting  his  time  to  agriculture.  Though 
he  took  keen  interest  in  all  that  pertained  to 
progress,  he  was  not  especially  active  in  local 
affairs,  and  he  neither  sought  nor  held  office. 
In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Republican  from 
the  organization  of  the  party.  In  J844  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Jane  E.  Stuart,  daughter  of  Nehe- 
miah  Stuart,  a well-to-do  farmer  of  the  same 
town;  they  had  no  children.  Few  couples  see 
the  golden  anniversary  of  their  wedding,  but 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kellogg  were  happily  spared  to 
cheer  each  other  on  their  way  down  the  western 
slope  of  life. 

Mrs.  Kellogg  was  born  in  1812  in  the  town 
of  Sherman,  where  she  received  her  early  edu- 
cation. Her  family  has  been  identified  with  that 
locality  from  pioneer  times,  and  her  great-grand- 
father, Alexander  Stuart,  was  bom  and  reared 
there,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  married  Nancy  Hawley,  and  they 
had  several  children.  Sylvanus  Stuart,  Mrs. 
Kellogg’s  grandfather,  was  also  born  and  educa- 
ted in  the  town  of  Sherman,  and  like  his  father 
became  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  married 
(first)  Miss  Mabel  Wright,  and  (second)  Miss 
Nancy  Hubble.  By  the  first  marriage  he  had 
two  children:  Nehemiah,  Mrs.  Kellogg’s  father; 

and  Abel,  who  married  Miss  Eurania  Merwin. 
By  the  second  union  there  were  six  children: 
Hubble,  who  married  Miss  Eliza  Orton;  Mabel, 
wife  of  Amos  Northrop;  Harriet,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Pickett  ; Levi,  who  married  (first)  Eliza 
Northrop,  (second)  Nancy  Hagenbeck,  and  (third) 
Susan  Stuart;  Nancy,  wife  of  Ephraim  Hatch; 
and  Laura,  who  married  Willis  Sherwood. 

Nehemiah  Stuart,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Kel- 
logg, was  born  in  1777  in  the  town  of  Sherman, 
and  after  receiving  a common-school  education 
engaged  in  agriculture  there.  Politically  he  was 
a Whig,  and  he  was  always  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  holding  various  town  offices.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Susan  Hungerford,  daughter  of  Josiah 


Hungerford  (a  well-known  farmer  of  the  same 
town)  and  his  wife,  Susan  (Hammerton).  Of  the 
eight  children  born  to  this  union,  the  eldest, 
Chauncey,  born  in  1802,  married  Miss  Catherine 
Bird;  Ophelia,  born  in  1805,  married  Knapp  Bird; 
Morgan,  born  in  1807,  married  Miss  Mary  Adams; 
Sylvanus,  born  in  1810,  married  Miss  Caroline 
Whittlesey;  Sylvester,  twin  of  Sylvanus,  married 
Miss  Susan  Marsh;  Jane  E.  was  sixth  in  the  order 
of  birth;  Nancy,  born  in  1820,  married  Stephen 
Briggs;  and  Caroline,  born  in  1823,  married  Will- 
iam Adams. 


MRS.  CAROLINE  P.  GEROW,  a highly- 

respected  resident  of  the  town  of  New 

Fairfield,  is  a lady  of  more  than  ordinary  ability 
and  culture,  and  for  some  time  was  engaged  in 
educational  work.  Although  she  has  now  passed 
the  allotted  limit  of  three-score  years  and  ten, 
time  has  dealt  gently  with  her,  and  has  bestowed 
the  dignity  and  charm  of  age  without  the  en- 
feebled energies  which  so  often  make  added  years 
a trial. 

Mrs.  Gerow  was  born  in  1826  in  the  town  of 
Patterson,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Polly  (Crosby)  Pugsley.  After  re- 
ceiving an  excellent  education  in  the  schools  of 
that  locality  she  became  a teacher,  and  for  five 
years  continued  that  work  successfully.  On  Jan- 
uary 7,  1861,  she  married  Uriah  Terrell,  a native 
of  Connecticut,  who  was  a well-to-do  agriculturist 
of  the  town  of  New  Fairfield.  The  only  child  of 
this  union,  Helen,  was  born  November  20,  1861, 
in  New  Fairfield,  and  was  named  in  honor  of 
Mr.  Terrell's  first  wife,  Helen  (Chase).  In  July, 
1863,  Mr.  Terrell  passed  away,  and  the  following 
year  his  widow  married  Isaac  Gerow,  a prosperous 
farmer,  who  was  at  one  time  a merchant  in  New 
York  City.  He  died  October  16,  1894,  leaving 
no  children.  Mrs.  Gerow  now  occupies  the  Ter- 
rell homestead  in  New  Fairfield,  and  her  daugh- 
ter resides  with  her.  Miss  Terrell  seems  to  have 
inherited  her  mother’s  talents,  and  having  re- 
ceived a liberal  education  has  taught  school  suc- 
cessfully for  some  time. 

Mrs.  Gerow’s  ancestors  on  the  paternal  side 
were  early  settlers  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y., 
and  her  grandfather,  Samuel  Pugsley,  a native 
of  that  county,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army.  Nor  was  he  the  only  member  of 
the  family  to  take  part  in  that  memorable  con- 
flict, for  one  of  his  daughters  was  wounded  in  a 
battle.  Benjamin  Pugsley,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  in  North  Salem,  N.  Y.,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  that  town.  In- 
tending to  engage  in  business  as  a tanner  and 
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currier,  he  burned  the  del.i.ls  of  the  trade,  but 
afterward  changed  his  mind  and  followed  farm- 
u. g He  "as  also  profitably  enlaced  as  a butcher. 
During  the  war  of  I Si  2 he  showed  a patriotism 
worthy  of  his  ancestry,  and  served  as  a v Idler, 
being  captain  of  a company.  He  was  active  in 
local  affairs,  holding  various  offices  in  his  town, 
and  he  was  an  eftuient  worker  in  the  Masonic 
order  He  and  his  wife.  I’u!!y  (Crosby  1.  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  whose  names,  with  dates 
of  forth,  are  as  follows  Alfred,  died  in  infancy; 
Alfred  (2).  March  6.  1808,  Alonzo.  February  7, 
1810,  David.  Oc toiler  3.  1811,  |ames,  Fcl'ruary 
i.  I s « 4 . Abigail  J . Aprd  12.  181O,  Benjamin, 
-March  1.  1 8 1 8.  Charles  If,  December  h,  1819. 
Mary  L.,  November  25.  1822.  Catherine.  April 
If.  1824,  Caroline.  August  31.  1 8 20,  Julia  A.. 
March  8.  1828.  and  William  C . August  2.  1831. 

Mrs  Folly  <(rosby>  Fugsiey,  Mrs  (.crows 
niotlicr.  was  born  in  Futnam  county.  N Y..  in 
the  town  of  Southeast,  w here  her  fattier.  Moses 
Crosby,  owned  a fine  farm.  The  Crosby  family 
is  of  Massac  husetts  stock,  and  Moses  ( rosf.y  was 
born  and  reared  on  ( a;>e  Cod  After  bis  removal 
to  Futnarn  county.  N.  Y..  he  f«-caine  a successful 
agric  ulturist,  his  entire  life  l*eir;g  cievoted  t<>  farm- 
ing pursuits  He  was  mm  h esteemed  as  a cit.zen. 
and  was  a leading  member  of  the  Fre-Ty  trnan 
C hurch  of  t he  tow  11  of  Southeast,  ho!  isng  t he  office 
of  deacon  for  many  years.  He  fust  married  a 
Miss  doling.  4*  ho  died  leaving  one  daughter.  Bc- 
thiah.  who  n amed  a Mr.  Faker  By  tiis  second 
wife.  Mary  (Foster  ».  he  had  nine  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Folly.  witeof  Frniatnin  Fugs', ry.  Delilah. 
Mis.  \ ale.  Kfienezer.  w fio  married  first  C<  rnelia 
Hoyt  and  .second)  Margaret  Walsh,  Salma,  wife 
of  Dickenson  Huzcn.  Thankful,  wife  of  Harry 
Hoyt.  Sophia.  Mrs.  Howes.  James,  who  did  not 
marry;  David,  who  married  a Miss  Fenjumm, 
and  Harvey,  who  married  Miss  1 ruzier  The 
mother  of  this  family  died,  and  the  father  formed 
* third  matrimonial  union,  with  Folly  Fugslev.  by 
whom  he  had  three  children:  Elizabeth.  wife  of 
John  Lawrence,  Samuel,  who  remained  single; 
and  David,  who  married  a Miss  Schofield. 

MATTHIAS  Zl'EKN.  The  true  German 
S)  1 r it  c>f  enterprise  and  thrift  is  displayed 
>n  the  career  of  this  successful  yiung  business 
man  of  Danbury,  late  the  head  of  the  firm  of 
M-  Zuern  & to.,  manufacturers  of  stiff  hats. 

Mr  Zuern  was  born  May  31,  1801.  at  Lom- 
bach.  Wittenberg.  Germany,  son  of  John  and 
Mane  (Stein  Zuern,  both  natives  of  that  place. 
The  father,  w ho  w as  a hotel-keeper  by  occupa- 
tion,  was  born  April  lS,  1824,  and  died  Novem- 


ber 15.  1S94.  The  paternal  grandparents  of 
our  subject  were  John  and  Dorothea  Zuern,  and 
the  grandfather,  who  served  five  years  in  the 
Napoleonic  wars,  from  1809  to  1813,  died  in 
1S2S,  after  a long  illness  caused  by  the  hardships 
and  ex(x>sures  of  his  military  life.  Our  subject's 
mother  was  born  March  >4.  1836.  and  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Germany.  Her  father,  Matthias  Stein, 
was  born  at  Lombach,  in  1797,  and  died  in  1878, 
and  her  mother,  Barbara  (Moench),  is  also  de- 
ceased. Thirteen  children  were  born  to  John 
and  Marie  (Stem)  Zuern.  of  whom  the  following 
lived  to  adult  age:  Christina,  born  in  1849, 

died  in  1887,  Marie,  born  in  1851,  married 
Frederick  Doebler,  of  Germany,  and  they  have 
one  child,  John;  John,  born  in  >853,  died  in  1876; 
Barbara,  born  in  1859.  married  John  G.  Woess- 
ner,  also  of  Germany,  and  died  in  March,  1S96, 
leaving  four  children;  Matthias,  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below;  Frederick,  born 
in  1809,  died  at  Danbury,  August  30,  1896  (he 
married  Miss  Fannie  Fuchs,  who  survives  him 
with  one  child—  Dorothea; ; William,  born  in 
1873.  and  Carl,  born  in  1877.  are  unmarried  and 
reside  in  Germany. 

Mr.  Zuern,  our  subject,  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  land  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  fourteen,  when  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
baker,  with  whom  he  spent  five  years.  In  the 
meantime  he  formed  a determination  to  come  to 
America,  and  in  1 880  he  crossed  the  ocean  in 
the  steamer  " Fatherland.''  landing  in  New  York 
on  Saturday.  July  3.  On  the  following  Monday 
he  enjoyed  the  Independence  Day  celebration, 
an  auspicious  beginning  for  his  new  citizenship. 
Arriving  in  Danbury  on  Tuesday,  July  6.  he  im- 
mediately began  to  learn  the  hatter's  trade  in  the 
factory  of  D.  L.  Loewe  & Co.,  but  three  months 
later  he  went  to  W isconsin  to  work  on  a branch 
of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & St.  Paul  railroad, 
running  from  Monroe  to  Shrewsbury.  After  the 
completion  of  this  enterprise  he  spent  about 
three  years  working  as  a farm  hand  in  Wisconsin 
and  Illinois,  in  December.  1 883.  returning  to  Dan- 
bury. where  he  resumed  his  work  for  D.  E. 
Loewe  & Co.  He  remained  with  them  until 
1889.  when  he  entered  the  factory  of  C.  M. 
Horch  & Co.,  in  Maiden  Lane,  Danbury.  In 
March.  1891,  he  established  his  late  business, 
starting  in  a small  wav  with  one  man  and  two 
girls,  and,  notwithstanding  the  financial  depres- 
sion which  has  afflicted  the  country,  he  steadily 
increased  his  trade  until  he  employed  eight  men 
and  six  girls. 

Mr.  Zuern  is  well-liked  socially,  and  he  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the  Concor- 
dia, a German  society.  In  politics,  he  is  an  In- 
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dependent,  voting  in  both  local  and  National 
elections  for  the  men  and  measures  that  he  con- 
siders most  likely  to  benefit  the  people  at  large. 
He  is  unmarried. 


SAMUEL  C.  BULL,  pharmacist,  formerly  of 
) Sandy  Hook,  Connecticut,  now  a resident  of 
Jonesville,  Michigan. 


CHARLES  L.  BERGE,  who,  since  March, 
1897,  has  occupied  the  property  known  as 
the  Horton  farm,  in  Cos  Cob  District,  Greenwich 
township,  is,  as  will  be  seen,  a comparatively 
new  resident  of  this  community,  but  he  has  taken 
a most  commendable  interest  in  its  affairs,  public 
and  social,  and  has  shown  himself  to  be  a pro- 
gressive and  valuable  citizen  in  every  respect. 

Mr.  Berge  is  a native  of  New  York  City,  born 
June  25,  1869,  and  his  parents,  Louis  and  Martha 
A.  (Nunnenkamp)  Berge,  were  of  French  and 
German  extraction,  respectively.  He  was  the 
•second  youngest  in  their  family,  of  whom  four 
grew  to  adult  age.  The  mother  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Christian  L.  Nunnenkamp,  who  was  for 
some  years  very  successfully  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business,  and  at  his  death  left  a large 
estate.  During  his  youth  Charles  L.  Berge 
Jived  in  New  York  City  and  in  New  Jersey,  and 
he  received  a good  practical  education,  attend- 
ing the 'public  schools  in  both  places.  A large 
part  of  his  early  manhood  was  spent  in  the 
Southern  States,  where  he  was  interested  in 
mining,  and  he  finally  located  at  City  Island,  N. 
Y. , where  he  followed  boat  building  to  a con- 
siderable extent,  remaining  there  until  his  re- 
moval to  Cos  Cob,  in  March,  1897-  Here  he 
purchased  the  Horton  farm,  an  improved  and 
valuable  tract  of  213$  acres,  to  the  cultivation 
of  which  he  has  since  devoted  himself,  both  for 
pleasure  and  profit,  growing  small  fruits,  raising 
chickens,  dairying,  gardening,  etc.  Although 
his  present  vocation  is  a new  one  to  him  he  has 
taken  to  it  readily,  and  he  bids  fair  to  gain  an 
enviable  place  among  the  thoroughly  enterpris- 
ing and  up-to-date  farmers  of  this  locality.  Dur- 
ing his  brief  residence  here  he  has  already  made 
various  changes  and  improvements  on  the  land, 
which  is  not  likely  to  decline  in  either  value  or 
productiveness  under  his  careful  management. 

At  City  Island,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Berge  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Phoebe  A.  Leviness,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Joshua  and  Phoebe  (Pell)  Leviness, 
the  former  of  whom  was  for  years  an  extensive 
oysterman  at  City  Island,  where  his  widow  still 
resides.  She  is  a descendant  of  the  old  and  prom- 


inent Pell  family  after  whom  Pellhamville  and 
Pellham  Manor  were  named.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Berge  are  the  parents  of  three  children— Martha 
Totten,  born  October  11,  1891;  Charles  E., 
born  January  28,  1894;  and  Walter  C.,  who  died 
when  nineteen  months  old. 

Mr.  Berge’s  social  connections  are  numerous. 
He  is  a member  of  Pellham  Lodge  No.  712,  F. 
&-A.  M..  City  Island;  Clermont  Council  No.  1655, 
Royal  Arcanum,  West  Farms,  N.  Y.;  the  Cob 
Web  Gun  Club,  of  Harlem,  N.  Y.;  the  West 
Chester  Firemen’s  Association,  Annex-District 
West  Chester,  N.  Y. ; the  City  Island  Hook  & 
Ladder  Company,  City  Island;  Home  Rule  As- 
sociation of  Annex-District;  and  the  Manhassett 
Democratic  Club,  of  Annex-District  Williams- 
burg. As  may  be  inferred,  his  political  sympa- 
thies are  with  the  Democratic  party,  to  which  he 
gives  an  enthusiastic  support. 


'ItUttfALTER  HENRY  GLOVER.  Thispro- 
jIM  gressive  and  successful  agriculturist  is  the 
owner  of  a fine  farm  near  the  village  of  New- 
town, which  under  his  thorough  managemen 
has  become  a model  homestead.  1 .. 

not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  he  belongs  to  a family 
which  has  been  more  or  less  idcntrfied  with  gr  ^ 
cultural  work  from  early  Colonial  times  ^ 

ect.  was  born  in  1012,  ana  wuv 
throughout  his  life,  owning  at  °n^  Dis. 
than  five  hundred  acres  of  land  >n  Ha  ^ 
trict,  Newtown  township,  wh  which 

occurred  in  i860,  the  va  besides  being 

estimated  at  about  $4°.  ■ steriing  quali- 

influential  in  business  a«ta h » Ji  as 
ties  of  character  won  for  hi  Whig  and 

a citizen.  Politically,  he  ‘Vt  0r  held 

later  a Republican,  but  he  n r ingteUigence, 
office.  He  was  a man  of  ™"and\vhile 
well-read  upon  the  topics  o , de(j  Tnn- 

ity  Episcopal  Church  a the  support 

liberally  of  his  time  and  mean  ^ M]SS 
of  the  work  of  that  y'  had  three  sons: 
Harriet  A.  Lake,  by  w , -falter  HenD'' 
Birdsev,  born  April  3°’  fullv  below; 

our  subject,  who  is  me"lion*db^  , ,852.  who  is 
and  Lemuel  P..  born  £^ver  with  his 
not  married  and  reside  . d Miss  Sarah 

widowed  mother.  Birdsey  Northrop.  jr  - 
E.  Northrop,  daughter  of  Walter  « 
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ar.  i ha-  h.id  thr «-c  t hi'.dten . 1 mma  N . who 

li.r.i  N writer  2'\  1 5*0'.  at  the  a ire  <f  nineteen; 
a:.d  I - -le  E . b<rn  Noxemfwr  l,  |5~'\  and 
!■;>  r«  r.rr  A . Urn  Au;’i*>t  to,  iy't.  who  are 
t th  at  h'  me 

The  5 ; : : ■ jr  i t < I ( ■ u r s k e t > h w a - t < r n CX  1 1 he  r 
l ' , t s4 an.)  w as  educate  ) in  thr  d -tr  c t schoc  Is 
rear  h.s  r.»r!\  h nr,  and  at  Ne"l«  wr.  Va  )rniv 
un  i**r  the  it.-tnn  tion  <d  l’r  d Her.  h Hi.i  and 
Mss  Mary  ).me  \\  ith  these  advantages, 

t.  i-et ). r r with  a I’cnrri  us  r'-nr-r  < 1 private  read- 
ing. he  h.ts  h»- -<  me  we’.l  inf.  rmr  D n the  sub-ei  ts 
tt.at  interest  int r! i ;gr nt  | e<  pie  \\  lien  ah- .ut 
t'-v<t.!\-{  ur  \e.,r«(.],)  fir  engage  ) m f,.rnvrg  <n 
h1'  twnju  int.m  l s*;  pur<  haMrr  )r>  m Waiter 
N rthr  p »«-\rr. tv-five  a<  res  of  J .* rr > 1 . ard  this 
tra  t f ri:.<  -1  the  nuclei:-  for  his  j resent  h»  me- 
st<.i  i,  wbu  h.  tf.r.  ui;h  s-d  sequent  .i « f • : ( ; n ns,  h*s 
l ••••::  rr.'argrd  t<,  rr,r  honored  acres  1 he  l uild- 
nifc-  have  all  hern  err<  tr.J  hv  Mr  (>!  \cr,  who 
ha-  ••  ..t  ie  many  other  itr.j  r<  % ernents  Imm  time 
t<>  t.n  e until  there  is  n«.t  a more  attractive  farm 
to  he  hum!  in  the  haalitv  In  politics  Mr. 
Cj1o  \ er  has  al w a\  s hern  a st  aru  h Republican  and 
at  tones  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  local  af- 
f ser\  mg  as  a constable.  grand  nir..r  and  mein- 
Wr  of  tfie  f><  ard  of  relief . I .ike  ail  (d  his  family  he 
takes  much  interest  in  everything  that  concerns 
the  welfare  of  the  community  He  is  a regular 
attendant  of  Trinity  h po<  opal  Church,  and  for 
Some  time  past  he  has  been  an  active  member  of 
the  Grange 

On  Septemfier  24,  1873,  Mr  Closer  married 
Mos  harah  Maria  Northrop,  daughter  of  Norman 
and  Julia  (Sanford)  Northrop,  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  Walter  Northrop  Two  sons  have  blessed 
this  union  — William  Benjamin,  born  February 
*5.  and  Norman  Birdsevc,  born  September 

6.  ty-i. 


Rll  COX  stands  foremost  among  the  well- 
to-do  cili/cns  of  his  section  in  Greenwich 
township,  and  is  considered  the  leading  business 
man  in  the  town  of  Mianus,  where  he  makes  his 
home.  He  conducts  a coal  and  butcher  business 
in  that  place,  and  is  the  owner  of  a good  farm, 
m:‘l  and  water  power  along  the  Mianus  river. 
"Here  his  father  was  encaged  in  milling  for 
many  years. 

Mr.  Cox  is  of  English  descent.  His  grand- 
father,  Richard  Cox.  was  born  in  England,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  alone  when  a boy  of 
fourteen,  hoping  to  find  better  opportunities  for 
advancement  here  than  his  own  country  held  for 
him  He  learned  and  followed  the  trades  of 
Roll" right  and  miller,  for  many  years  owning 


and  operating  what  was  known  as  Cc.x's  mill,  in 
Stamford  town-hip.  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where 
he  had  settled  Richard  Cox  was  large  and 
well-built,  an  indefatigable  worker,  acquiring 
through  his  own  efforts  a comfortable  compet- 
ence which  he  was  permitted  to  enjoy  fur  many 
years,  lning  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
eght.  Hi-  wife  preceded  him  to  the  grave. 
They  reared  seven  children,  namely:  Henry; 

BarziHa,  who  lived  near  San  Diego,  Cal.  ; Cyrus, 

1 who  went  to  Australia  years  ago,  and  of  whom  all 
trace  has  been  lost;  Mary;  Catherine;  Elizabeth; 
and  Eunice,  widow  of  Judge  Steele,  who  is  the 
only  survivor  of  the  family,  and  lives  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

Henry  Cox  learned  his  father's  business,  at 
which  he  worked  from  early  boyhood,  and.  in 
connection  with  his  father,  followed  it  for  lort\ 
yrars,  finally  running  a mill  of  his  own  on  the 
Mianus  river.  Like  his  father,  he  found  the 
hu-ine-s  a profitable  one.  and  gave  it  all  In- 
attention during  his  active  business  life,  becom- 

• ing  prosperous  in  the  course  of  time.  He  was 
married  in  Greenwich  to  Margaret  Swan,  daugh- 

1 ter  of  Walter  Swan,  and  they  became  the  par- 
1 ents  of  four  children:  Mary,  who  makes  her 

• home  with  her  brother  R.  H.;  Ann  M.,  who  re- 
1 sides  in  Washington,  D.  C..  where  she  has  been 
■ employed  in  the  Treasury  Department  for  about 
I twenty  years;  R.  H..  our  subject;  and  Henry, 

who  died  in  Greenwich.  The  father  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  the  mother 
i when  seventy,  and  they  sleep  their  last  sleep  in 
I the  Sound  Beach  cemetery.  Mr.  Cox  was  orig- 
I inally  an  ardent  Whig  in  politics,  and  later  in 
| life  became  a member  of  the  Republican  party 
R H.  Cox  is  a native  of  Greenwich  town- 
ship, born  May  27,  1852,  above  Mianus,  and  in 
his  youth  received  the  educational  advantages 
afforded  by  the  North  Mianus  district  school, 
which,  in  that  day,  was  not  so  completely  equip- 
1 ped  as  a school  must  be  now.  His  teachers  were 
1 Miss  Kate  yuintard  and  a Mr.  Lyon.  Uutil  nine- 
1 teen  years  old  he  worked  with  his  father  in  the 
mill,  and  in  1872  he  commenced  the  butcher 
business  at  Mianus,  in  which  he  has  ever  since 
been  engaged.  The  enterprise  proved  a success 
from  the  start,  and  a few  years  later  Mr.  Cox 
felt  encouraged  to  commence  in  another  line,  and 
: accordingly  entered  the  coal  business.  Others 
had  tried  this  and  abandoned  it,  but  he  perse- 
vered until  he  had  a profitable  trade  and  estab- 
lished himself  permanently  in  that  line,  which  has 
added  materially  to  his  income.  Mr.  Cox  has  dis- 
played much  ability  and  skill  in  the  management 
of  hiscommercia! interests, which  havethrived  and 
: broadened  under  his  careful  watching  until  they 
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have  gained  a recognized  place  among  the  impor-  and  in  1856  he  accompanied  the  family  thence 
tant  industries  of  the  locality.  He  is  widely  and  to  Wisconsin,  but  after  eighteen  months  theyre- 
favorably  known  in  this  region  as  a substantial,  turned  to  Danbury,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
progressive  citizen,  one  who  has  the  welfare  of  After  attending  the  public  schools  for  a time  he 
the  community  at  heart,  and  has  done  much  began  to  work  upon  a farm,  where  he  remained 
to  forward  her  best  interests.  In  the  fall  of  from  his  twelfth  to  his  sixteenth  year.  He  then 
1897  he  was  elected  assessor  of  Greenwich  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  to  make  a 
township.  He  is  a lifelong  Republican  in  po-  livelihood  sure  he  also  served  an  apprenticeship 
litical  faith.  to  the  hatting  business.  As  occasion  offered  he 

Mr.  Cox  was  united  in  marriage,  when  twen-  worked  at  both  trades  until  1 879,  when  he  formed 
ty-five  years  old,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hawes,  a a partnership  with  D.  E.  Loewe  in  the  manu- 
native  of  Greenwich  township,  daughter  of  David  facture  of  hats,  continuing  in  that  firm,  however, 
Hawes,  and  four  children  have  been  born  to  only  a short  time.  For  about  nine  years  he  fol- 
them,  namely:  Jennie,  who  is  the  wife  of  F.  G.  lowed  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  during  three 
C.  Mead,  of  Greenwich  township;  Bessie  M.  and  years  of  this  time  he  was  president  of  the  Car- 
Harold  R.,  both  of  whom  are  at  home;  and  penters  Union. 

Harry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  The  On  January  1,  1888,  Mr.  Targett  re-engaged 
family  attend  the  First  Congregational  Church  at  in  the  hatting  business,  and  in  1892  he  was 
Sound  Beach,  of  which  Mrs.  Cox  is  a member,  elected  president  of  the  Hat  Finishers  Associa- 
tion, which  position  he  held  when,  on  Novem- 
ber  27,  1893,  the  doors  of  nineteen  hat  factories 

EDWIN  TARGETT,  of  Danbury,  Fairfield  were  closed  against  four  thousand  employees, 
county,  is  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  City  the  lockout  lasting  ten  weeks.  During  this  time 
Steam  Laundry,  at  No.  31  5 Main  street,  a sue-  law  and  order  prevailed  to  a remarkable  degree, 
cessful  enterprise,  which  reflects  great  credit  upon  making  this  labor  struggle  one  of  the  most 
its  managers.  memorable  on  record.  Our  subject’s  energy  and 

Mr.  Targett  was  born  March  10,  1848,  in  influence  were  used  to  the  utmost  to  prevent  any 

Hindon,  Wiltshire,  England,  where  his  ancestors  violence  between  the  opposing  interests.  In  1895 
on  both  sides  had  resided  for  several  generations.  Mr.  Targett  engaged  in  the  laundry  business  in 
Charles  Targett,  his  father,  was  a native  of  the  partnership  with  his  nephew,  H.  M.  Sieman, 
same  place,  and  in  early  life  was  a farmer.  He  under  the  firm  name  of  Targett  & Sieman.  f- 
married  'Elizabeth  Marshment,  a daughter  of  Targett  has  always  identified  himself  with  pu  ic 
Richard  Marshment,  an  agriculturist  in  the  same  affairs.  In  politics  he  is  an  Independent,  wi 
vicinity,  and  on  May  12,  1851,  they  embarked  Prohibition  tendencies.  At  the  ap  of  six  een 
on  a sailing  vessel  from  Bristol,  England,  arriv-  united  with  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  is  s 
ing  at  New  York  July  8,  after  a voyage  of  eight  a member,  and  he  has  held  various  omcia  po 
weeks.  They  located  at  Danbury,  the  journey  tions,  and  is  highly  respected  among  his  associ 
from  Hawleyville,  Conn.,  being  made  by  stage,  for  his  many  sterling  qualities  °‘ oharac  er. 
as  there  were  no  railroads.  At  first  Mr.  Targett  In  September,  1868,  Mr.  Targe  m 
was  employed  at  farm  work  by  Col.  E.  Moss  Miss  M.  Frances  Miller,  daughter  of  bnos  • 
White,  of  Danbury,  but  later  he  engaged  in  the  Sarah  Miller,  of  Ridgefield,  and  a m®m  . ^ 
hatting  business.  While  not  specially  active  in  old  English  family  which  traces  its  meg 
local  affairs,  he  was  a stanch  Republican  politi-  to  the  fifteenth  century.  Several  c 1 £ 

cally.  He  and  his  wife  were  members,  of  the  born  of  this  union,  two  only  surviving. 

Baptist  Church.  He  died  March  2,  1862,  and  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Kee,er.  tters^  0'f 
Mrs.  Targett  survived  him  twenty-eight  years,  custom  tailors,  haberdashers  an  . ' „j 

passing  away  March  2,  1890.  Of  their  nine  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. ; he  married  Aurl  jn  the 
children  the  following  are  living:  Miss  Eliza,  Newark.  N.  J-  Frederick  C.  is  engag 

residing  at  Danbury;  Charlotte,  wife  of  Charles  same  business  with  bis  father. 

H.  Sieman,  of  Danbury,  whose  ancestors  were  — — 

Hessian  soldiers  during  the  Revolutionary  war;  his  life- 

George  H.,  living  in  retirement  at  Newark,  N.  gV  MOREHOUSE  (deceased),  w Wilton, 
J.;  Alfred  S.,  engaged  in  the  laundry  business  at  >2)  time  was  a prominent  <"1,  iz6j  n jj0vefli- 
•Cohoes,  N.  Y. ; John,  residing  in  Danbury;  and  Fairfield  county,  was  born  in  * was  secured 
Edwin,  who  is  the  youngest.  ber  13,  1818.  His  early  educati  ^ an(j 

Edwin  Targett  was  only  two  and  one-half  in  the  common  schools  of  his  na 

3'ears  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  Danbury,  after  leaving  school  he  learned 
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jr.Gr.  which  hr  («'!!<>  ved  f*  r about  twenty  years, 
part  of  the  tin.e  in  Norwalk  a nd  the*  balance  of 
the  time  in  Wilton  Owing  to  ill  health  he 
then  t<«  k u p farming.  buving  alxuit  ;oo  acres  of 
ur:d  — a }*  irtmn  of  his  later  farm  — upon  which 
he  lord  ever  afterward.  During  traimng  duvs 
he  was  a member  of  the  militia,  and  in  politic  > fie 
alwass  a strong  democrat,  on  which  ticket 
he  w as  elected  to  represent  the  tow  n cd  Wilton  in 
the  Legislature  of  the  State,  sm  mg  in  tfiat  body 
s \ \ears  J-Or  seven  years  he  was  selectman  of 
the  t 'wn.  and  f<>r  eight  \rars  fie  was  a justice  of 
the  [rare  He  a!v>  served  as  a member  of  the 
b ard  of  relief  and,  for  two  sears,  as  tax  collec- 
tor Jn  religious  matters  he  was  unusually  act- 
or and  efticient.  serving  as  a member  of  tfie 
-arteriy  t < 'iiferem  e of  tfie  Methodist  Episco- 
\ al  Chun  h for  a nun,f*er  cd  sears,  and  for  more 
than  fifty  sears  was  a mrmt>er  cd  tfie  Church, 
in  which  he  was  also  a cia«-s  lea  ier  ami  an  e.\- 
h'Tter  He  died  June  2.  l 

Mr.  Morrh  liner  married  Miss  Julia  A.  Grc- 
C'  ry,  who  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Conn  . April  21. 
022.  daughter  of  (.lies  and  Altfiea  Svribner) 
Greg.irx,  tfie  former  a prominent  manufacturer. 
To  th.s  union  came  the  foil'  w.ng  children:  Shcr 
nan,  who  is  mentn  ned  below,  Jeanette.  born 
March  2\,  1843,  wtio  died  in  infancy,  and  Nettie 
b . f>orn  in  January,  t S ' -o , w fu>  married  O.  L. 
HaSsett. 

Sherman  N|nrehou*c.  Jr  , was  born  April  28. 

* v 5 1 . and  was  r iu<  ated  in  tfie  common  schools 
of  Wilton,  his  native  town  Aitcrward  he  at- 
tended and  graduated  from  Professor  Olmstead  s 
whrx>l.  and  fie  has  sim  c devoted  his  time  almost 
exclusively  to  farming  Politically  he  is  a strong 
Democrat,  and  has  field  several  of  tfie  minor 
local  offices,  but  he  has  never  cared  for  honors 
of  this  kind  F<>r  his  first  wife  he  married 
Maria  P.  Mead,  of  Brewsters,  and  they  had  ' 
two  children  Wilton,  born  August  9,  1873, 

and  May,  fmrn  December  27.  >879  The  mother  1 
of  these  children  died  August  26,  1880.  and  he  1 
subsequently  married  Miss  Lizzie  Gregory,  of 
Norwalk,  by  whom  he  also  has  two  children, 
V|z  : Hubert,  born  June  28,  1890.  and  Florence, 
born  June  28,  1 S02 

Michael  Morehouse,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a native  of  boot  land,  where  he  was 
educated,  and  came  to  America  when  yet  a 
\uung  man.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  was 
^pent  in  farming.  He  married  a Miss  CKster- 
banks,  bv  whom  fie  had  numerous  children.  1 1 is 
son  Michael,  the  grandfather  of  cur  subject,  was 
Porn  in  the  town  of  Wilton.  Conn.,  was  edu- 
cated  there,  and  afterward  for  the  greater  part 
°f  his  life  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  served 


as  a soldier  in  tfie  Revolutionary  war,  and  was 
in  many  ways  a prominent  and  influential  man, 
taking  special  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  town. 
H:s  children  were  as  follows:  Nathan,  Andrew, 

Michael,  Esther,  Julia.  Caroline,  and  Sallie. 

Nathan  Morehouse,  father  of  subject,  was 
b 'rn  in  Wilton,  Conn.,  and  after  completing  his 
education  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  a livelihood  nearly  all  his  life. 
He  served  as  a musician  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Politically,  he  was  a strong  Democrat,  but  he 
never  aspired  to  public  office.  He  married  Miss 
Betsey  Mills,  of  the  town  of  Wilton,  where  she 
was  born,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Mills,  who  served 
his  country  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Nathan 
and  Betsev  Morehouse  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Aaron  and  Abbie.  both  of  whom  re- 

mained single.  Sherman,  who  married  Julia  A. 
Gregory;  Michael,  who  lived  single;  Jane,  who 
married  Lewis  Barnes;  Arm  and  Caroline,  who 
remained  single;  and  Louisa,  who  married  Louis 
Hanford.  None  of  these  are  now  (1899)  living. 

Benjamin  Scribner,  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs  Julia  A.  Morehouse,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Norwalk,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  town.  With  the  exception  of  the 
time  he  served  in  the  war  of  1812  he  followed 
farming  for  a livelihood.  He  married  Miss 
Phebc  Pillow,  by  whom  he  had  the  following 
children.  Althea;  Cynthia,  who  married  (first) 
Henry  Betts  and  (second  1 Roswell  Betts;  and 
Priscilla,  who  married  Samuel  Wyman.  Althea 
Scribner  was  born  in  the  town  of  Norwalk. 
Conn  . was  educated  there,  and  married  Giles 
Gregory,  who  was  born  and  educated  in  the 
town  of  Wilton,  and  after  leaving  school  learned 
the  blacksmith's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for 
the  most  part  throughout  his  life,  though  he  also' 
gave  some  attention  to  farming.  As  a Democrat 
he  was  several  times  elected  to  public  office,  and 
he  was  a man  of  eminent  respectability  and 
highly  esteemed.  He  and  his  wife  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  named  children: 
Cynthia,  who  married  Robert  Green;  Giles,  who 
married  Nancy  Tuttle;  Charles,  who  married 
Lila  Finch;  and  Julia  A.,  who  married  Sherman 
Morehouse. 


JF.  SMITH.  M.  D.  The  progress  of  med- 
ical science  is  so  rapid  that  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  any  one  branch  can  be  gained  only 
by  the  specialist,  who,  prepared  by  a broad  gen- 
eral training,  proceeds  to  painstaking  research  in 
his  chosen  field.  In  devoting  his  attention  to 
diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose,  and  throat,  Doc- 
tor Smith,  of  Danbury,  whose  history  is  here 
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outlined,  has  not  restricted  his  usefulness,  but 
has  rather  given  his  ability  more  direct  and 
efficient  application. 

Doctor  Smith  was  born  January  4.  l865.  at 

New  Marlboro,  Mass.,  son  of  John  T.  and  Mary 
(Thompson)  Smith.  The  father  is  a native  of 
Norfolk,  Conn.,  and  now  resides  at  Winsted, 
this  State,  where  he  is  employed  as  • ‘ boss  tan- 
ner- the  mother  was  born  in  Barkhamstead, 
Conn.,  and  died  in  February,  1865,  leaving  three 
children:  James  W.,  Jessie  E.,  and  Junius  F. 

The  father  subsequently  formed  a second  union, 
with  Mrs.  Harriet  Matilda  Webster,  a widow, 
and  three  children  were  born  of  this  marriage: 
Beatrice  S.,  Nellie  L.,  and  Walter  W.  (who  died 

December  1,  1S89).  . 

During  our  subject's  youth  his  father  made 
several  changes  of  residence,  and  thus  it  came 
about  that  he  attended  school  in  Norfolk,  Conn., 
in  Kansas,  where  the  family  resided  five  years, 
and  in  Batavia,  N.  Y„  spending  three  years  in 
the  latter  place.  In  his  fourteenth  year  he  left 
school  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Seth 
Thomas  Clock  Company,  at  Thomaston,  Conn., 
remaining  there  two  years,  when  he  went  to 
Meriden  to  work  two  years  for  the  Park  & Whip- 
ple Clock  Company.  A less  keen  intellect  would 
have  found  study  impossible  under  these  circum- 
stances, but  the  ambitious  boy  devoted  his  nights 
to  his  books,  and  in  September,  1885,  he  entered 
Lewiston  Seminary,  at  East  Hampton,  Mass., 
taking  a place  in  an  advanced  class.  After  two 
years  of  hard  study  there  his  health  failed,  and 
he  returned  home  for  a few  months,  but  on  re- 
covering he  went  to  Danbury  to  begin  his  medi- 
cal studies  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Wilbur  S. 
Watson.  In  the  fall  of  1887  he  began  a course 
in  the  Long  Island  Hospital  College,  at  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  and  three  years  later,  on  March  13, 
1890,  he  received  his  degree  from  that  institu- 
tion. On  May  1,  of  the  same  year,  he  opened 
an  office  at  Brookfield,  Conn. , for  general  prac- 
tice, and  continued  same  successfully  until  Janu- 
ary, 1895,  when  he  went  to  New  York  for  a 
course  in  the  Post  Graduate  School  of  Medicine, 
his  object  being  to  make  a special  study  of  the 
eye  and  ear  in  that  institution  and  in  the  various 
dispensaries  and  clinics  in  the  city.  In  the  fall 
of  1895  he  accepted  a position  on  the  staff  of  the 
Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  at  the  corner 
of  Forty-first  street  and  Park  avenue,  New  York 
City,  which  he  still  holds,  paying  regular  visits 
on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  of  each 
week.  Since  February,  1898,  he  has  had  an  of- 
fice at  Danbury,  at  No.  19  West  street,  where 
he  is  to  be  found  from  9 A-  M-  t°  5 p-  M-  exceP* 
on  the  days  when  he  goes  to  New  York,  when  his 


hours  at  Danbury  are  limited  to  the  morning, 
from  9 to  1 1 A.  M.  He  still  resides  at  Brookfield, 
and  since  June,  1896,  he  has  been  deputy  coro- 
ner at  that  place.  For  five  years  he  was  health 
officer  there,  and  for  one  year  he  held  the  same 
position  for  the  town  of  New  Fairfield,  under 
appointment  of  the  State  board  of  health,  but 
the  pressure  of  other  duties  compelled  him  to 
relinquish  that  work.  He  is  a member  of  the 
State  Medical  Society,  the  Fairfield  County  Med- 
ical Society,  and  the  Danbury  Medical  Society, 
of  which  he  was  vice-president  in  1893. 

Doctor  Smith  is  also  active  and  influential  in 
non-professional  lines,  and,  although  he  has  re- 
fused to  become  a candidate  for  political  office, 
he  is  a stanch  Republican  and  takes  much  inter- 
est in  town  and  county  affairs.  For  five  years 
he  served  as  a member  of  the  Brookfield  school 
board,  and  for  two  years  was  acting  school  vis- 
itor, but  he  resigned  both  offices.  He  is  con- 
nected  with  numerous  savings  and  loan  associa- 
tions, and  holds  office  in  several  of  them,  and  he 
also  belongs  to  various  fraternal  orders,  including 
Union  Lodge  No.  40.  F.  & A.  M Eureka  Chap- 
ter No.  26,  Brookfield  Grange  No.  141,  and  Po 

m°  o\G=mNbe°r  W 

ried  Miss  Emma  J.  Jennings.  daught  rof  Edward 
and  Lavina  (Barnes)  Jennings.  and  thei; 

Elroy  Willis  and  Miriam  Leona,  bngh 
£me.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Snaith 

of  the  First  Congregational  Bsocia,  and 

and  they  take  a leading  ith  its  work. 

philanthropic  movements connecte 


field  county,  Connecticut. 


TrTfERMON  TAYLOR.  That 

m phrase,  the  dignity  oMabo^ 

sometimes  in  danger  of  g ^ subject 

verbiage,  tat  .to  live*  IS)  **«» 

fJtSS&dS?  possibilities  « * » 

having  been  born  in  ‘°g  Xaylor,  his  father, 
ruarv  1 5,  1829.  William  B.  ” August  6, 
was  born  in  Litchfield  was  spent 

1802,  but  the  greater  part  ‘ town  0 

in  this  county,  m Pales‘‘  he  followed  b's 
Newtown.  For  many  h He  was  "jar- 

trade,  later  engaging  •"  farm  £ daughter 
ried  in  Newtown  to  Miss  Lucy 
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of  Joseph  Shepard,  and  children  were  born  of 
the  union  as  follows:  Hermon,  our  subject; 

Joseph,  a resident  of  Birmingham,  Conn.;  Sylvia, 
now  Mrs.  Seth  A.  Downs,  of  Danbury;  George, 
deceased;  Emma,  Mrs.  Edgar  Weed,  of  Bethel; 
and  Louise,  wife  of  Marlowe  S.  Benedict,  of 
Bethel.  The  father  died  August  6,  1S83,  and 
the  mother  did  not  long  survive  him,  passing 
away  in  February,  188S. 

The  district  schools  of  his  native  town  fur- 
nished Mr.  Taylor  his  only  opportunity  for  ob- 
taining an  education,  and  at  an  early  age  he  was 
apprenticed  to  Peter  Morgan,  of  Great  Plain  Dis- 
trict, town  of  Danbury,  to  learn  the  hatter's 
trade.  Before  his  term  was  completed,  however, 
he  went  to  work  with  Charles  Benedict,  of  Starrs 
Plain,  in  the  same  town,  under  whose  instruction 
he  finished  his  apprenticeship.  From  1853  until 
April,  1894,  he  was  almost  continuously  em- 
ployed as  a journeyman  hatter  in  Bethel,  spend- 
ing twenty  years  with  Cole  & Ambler.  At  present 
he  is  living  in  retirement,  the  afternoon  of  his 
long  life  being  made  comfortable  by  the  well- 
earned  rewards  of  his  past  toil. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  married.  November  6,  1850, 
in  Danbury,  for  his  first  wife,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  I 
Mills,  daughter  of  Edwin  Mills.  Two  children  I 
blessed  this  union,  Cornelia  and  Mary,  and  they  i 
and  their  mother  died  of  diphtheria  in  1862, 
within  thirteen  days  of  each  other.  Mr.  Taylor 
married  later,  in  the  town  of  Monroe,  Miss  Jennie 
E.  Judson,  daughter  of  Levi  Judson.  Their  only 
son,  Edgar  Judson  Taylor,  is  now  in  the  employ 
of  Judd  & Dunning,  of  Bethel.  In  1871  Mr. 
Taylor  built  the  home  which  he  has  ever  since 
occupied. 

Although  Mr.  Tavlor  was  denied  the  benefits 
of  a collegiate  course,  his  reading  and  his  habits 
of  observation  have  kept  him  well  informed  upon 
general  topics.  Political  affairs  have  always  re- 
ceived close  attention  from  him,  and  he  has  been 
a strong  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party  ever  since  its  organization.  In 
1889  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature, 
where  he  served  one  lerm  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  Socially  he 
is  identified  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity  as  a 
member  of  Eureka  Lodge  No.  83,  F.  & A.  M. 


J TAMES  GOLDEN,  the  proprietor  of  the  South 
Norwalk  Sentinel,  published  at  South  Nor- 
walk, Conn.,  is  a native  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

The  early  life  of  James  Golden  was  spent  in 
his  native  town,  Glen  Cove,  Long  Island,  N.  Y., 
his  education  being  obtained  in  the  local  schools. 
80 


At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered  the  office  of 
the  Glen  Cove  Gazette , to  learn  the  printer’s 
trade,  and  for  four  years  and  six  months  he  con- 
tinued to  work  there.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  142nd  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  but  his  term  of 
service  was  cut  short  on  October  27,  1864,  dur- 
ing an  engagement  at  Chapin’s  Falls,  Va.,  by  a 
severe  wound,  a shot  passing  through  his  body. 
In  the  spring  of  1865  he  was  discharged  from  the 
hospital,  and  in  1868  he  returned  to  New  York 
City.  One  year  he  spent  in  the  employ  of  the 
Brooklyn  Union.  In  1865  he  went  to  Birming- 
ham, Conn.,  and  became  associated  with  Rev. 
William  T.  Bacon,  as  publisher  of  the  Transcript, 
remaining  with  him  one  year.  He  then  returned 
to  New  York,  and  was  foreman  of  the  job  print- 
ing department  of  the  New  York  Printing  Com- 
pany. In  February,  1873,  he  removed  to  Nor- 
walk and  associated  himself  with  E.  A.  Horton 
as  joint  proprietor  of  the  Sentinel , which  news- 
paper had  been  established  in  1871.  Not  long 
after  Mr.  Golden  became  interested  in  the  paper 
Mr.  Horton  retired,  and  our  subject  continued  the 
business  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Richard 
H.  Golden,  who  remained  until  1887  in  that  con- 
nection. Since  that  date  Mr.  Golden  has  been 
the  sole  proprietor  of  the  Sentinel.  In  1887  he 
established  the  Daily  Sentinel. 


E EDWARD  TAYLOR,  the  popular  hotel  land- 
!«  lord  and  liveryman  of  Sandy  Hook,  New- 
town, is  a native  of  the  town,  born  February  5, 

I 1839. 

Mr.  Taylor's  ancestors  for  several  generations 
were  natives  of  Newtown.  Stephen  Taylor,  his 
grandfather,  was  a farmer,  and  lived  at  Bare 
Hills,  or  Cold  Spring,  in  the  lower  part  of  New- 
town. He  married  Betsey  Hull,  August  20, 
1786,  and  they  had  eleven  children,  namely: 
David,  born  March  25,  1787,  lived  in  Middle 
Gate  District;  Jabez,  born  March  13,  1796,  set- 
tled near  Rochester,  N.  Y. : Alonzo,  born  August 
2S.  1S03,  is  referred  to  below;  Sherman,  born 
June  29,  1790,  a farmer,  lived  in  Middle  Gate 
District;  Thomas  B.,  born  April  29,  1805,  set- 
tled in  Bridgeport  as  a woodworker  and  mover 
of  buildings;  Hannah,  born  January  2,  1791, 
married  Eliza  Hayes,  a prominent  man  of  War- 
ren, Conn.;  Aurilla,  born  June  16,  1792,  mar- 
ried E.  Granniss,  of  Warren;  Philo,  born  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1794;  Sally,  born  November  30,  1797, 
married  William  Taylor,  of  another  family  of 
Tavlors;  Polly,  born  August  n,  1799,  married 
Wate  Plumb,  of  Monroe;  and  Rebecca,  born 
February  21,  1802. 

Alonzo  Taylor,  the  father  of  Edward,  was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


126C 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


born  August  28.  1S03,  and  in  his  early  manhood  I 
was  for  a number  of  years  a successful  school  j 
teacher.  He  then  engaged  in  farming  in  Middle  j 
District,  but  continued  teaching  through  the  I 
winters  until  sixty  years  of  age.  He  was  a well-  I 
informed  man  and  a successful  teacher,  probably  I 
one  of  the  best  and  most  favorably  known  of  all  1 
the  local  teachers  of  his  time.  He  was  quite  I 
successful,  too,  in  his  business  affairs,  and  was 
an  active  Democrat.  Along  in  the  early  ’fifties  | 
he  was  a repiesentative  from  Newtown  in  the  1 
Legislature,  and  he  also  served  as  a justice  of  I 
the  peace,  assessor  and  in  other  official  relations.  1 
In  religious  faith  he  was  a member  of  the  L'ni- 
versalist  Church.  He  married  Louisa  Peck,  1 
daughter  of  Philo  Peck,  and  a granddaughter  of  I 
Isaac  Peck.  To  this  mariiage  came  children  as  I 
follows:  Lucy,  born  May  3,  1832,  married  Birds- 
eye McEwan,  a blacksmith,  of  Monroe.  Francis,  I 
born  January  20,  183;,  was  a dry-goods  mer- 
chant and  lived  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  died  in 
October,  1S94;  he  married  Nellie  R.  Perry,  of 
Bridgeport,  daughter  of  Bennett  and  Amelia  1 
(Williams)  Perry,  of  Litchfield,  Conn.  Ed-  1 
ward  is  referred  to  farther  on;  and  Martha  L.,  I 
born  in  December,  1843.  unmarried.  The  I 
father  of  these  died  in  October,  1883,  and  the  I 
mother  in  July,  1890.  On  September  6.  1880,  I 
this  worthy  couple  celebrated  their  golden  j 
wedding.  I 

Edward  Taylor  until  seventeen  years  old  at-  1 
tended  the  schools  of  Newtown,  and  for  a time  1 
a select  school  in  Stepney.  He  then  worked  1 
during  the  summers  of  1857  and  1859  in  the  I 
rubber  factory.  He  next  began  farming  and 
engaged  in  the  horse  and  cattle  business,  which 
he  followed  until  1868,  residing  the  greater  part  ; 
of  the  time  on  his  farm  a mile  and  a half  above  j 
Sandy  Hook,  although  for  two  years  of  that  pe-  I 
riod  he  resided  in  Monroe.  When  the  New  Eng- 
land railroad  was  constructed  he  sold  his  prop-  I 
erty  and  business  to  the  company  owning  that  1 
road,  and  located  in  the  boiough  of  Sandy  Hook,  I 
where  he  dealt  exclusively  in  horses  until  1S7],  ! 
then  bought  the  hotel  stand  there,  and  has  since  1 
kept  that  hostelry,  at  the  same  time  conducting  I 
a livery  stable,  and  dealing  in  horses.  He  has  1 
taken  quite  an  active  part  in  politics,  and  has 
held  various  town  offices.  In  1873  he  was  rep- 
resentative from  Newtown  in  the  Legislature,  1 
and  he  is  a director  in  the  Newtown  Agricultural  1 
Fair  Company.  | 

On  July  13.  1859,  Mr.  Taylor  was  married  to 
Miss  Susan  S.  Botsford,  who  was  born  Novem-  1 
her  7,  1841,  a daughter  of  George  Botsford.  and  I 
granddaughter  of  Chauncey  Botsford,  of  New-  I 
town.  To  the  marriage  has  been  born,  Novem-  I 


ber  3.  1863,  one  son,  George  F.  This  son  is 
now  one  of  the  active  and  progressive  business 
men  of  Sandy  Hook,  for  years  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Warner,  Taylor  A-  Curtis,  now  Taylor, 
Curtis  & Co.  In  1890  he  was  representative 
from  Newtown  in  the  Legislature.  In  1895  he 
married  Miss  Lorena.  daughter  of  Hon.  Smith 
P.  Glover,  of  Sandy  Hook 

Chauncey  Botsford,  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going, was  a large  and  thrifty  farmer,  whose  wife 
was  formerly  Mary  Peck,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Peck.  They  had  three  children:  David,  George, 
and  Narcissa,  who  married  Philo  Beers. 

George  Botsford  was  born  October,  1809, 
and  died  aged  fifty-nine.  On  his  father’s  death 
he  succeeded  to  the  homestead,  where  he  farmed 
largely,  and  was  an  influential  and  prominent  citi- 
zen of  the  town.  He  was  first  a Whig,  then  a 
Republican,  and  ever  took  an  active  interest  in 
public  and  party  affairs.  He  married  Harriet 
lennings,  a daughter  of  Lemuel  Jennings,  and 
they  had  the  following  children:  Marvette  mar- 

ried John  R.  Tomlinson,  of  Bridgeport,  formerly 
of  Oxford,  Conn.;  Israel  is  a resident  of  Muncie, 
Ind. ; Lemuel  died  in  Newtown  (both  Israel  and 
Lemuel  were  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war);  Charles 
is  deceased;  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Taylor, 
Anna  E.  married  Edson  \V.  Wilson,  of  Omaha, 
Neb.;  Stanley  resides  in  Wellington!  Conn. ; 
Hattie  married  Noves  Thompson,  of  Windham, 
Conn.;  Edward  lives  in  Monroe,  Fred  in  New- 
town; and  Phebe  died  when  young.  The  lamer 

of  this  family  died  in  1S6S,  and  the  mo  e 
September  9,  1876.  aged  sixtv-seven. 


J(  BRAHAM  SHEPARD,  whose  death  oc- 

curved  June  13.  183*.  •»  NeWtown’ 

born  in  1744-  , from 

Mr.  Shepard  was  of  the  s.xth  peneratton  from 

Edward  Shepard,  of  Cambridge,  ass_'  ■ ^ 
of  his  descent  being  through  John,  J°h"' J ) 
John.  [See  Shepard  geneaktgyO 
ber  9-  1769.  he  was  married  to  Rhoda  ^ 
who  was  born  February  12,  1 7 52<  8 o t(.. 
tober  5.  1828- 

born  September  15,  1 77° • ^run  ' . y!athan, 
n,  1772;  Lazarus,  October  5,  0/4’  ^ 
May  5,  1777;  Samuel,  July  10,  '//?•  Abra. 
October  5,  1781;  Mabel,  Apn  4.  / ^ j| 
ham  Ferris,  March  12,  17S9:  and  Raius, 

3°’ John  Shepard,  the  father  of  Abraham.^a^ 

large  landowner,  and  at  one  ti  ' t0  Bethel- 
that  he  could  walk  on  his  ow  . phiio Clarke 
He  resided  on  what  is  known  a the  L ^ The 
farm;  later  his  son  Abraham  r - 
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latter  came  with  his  bride,  in  1769,  to  what  is 
now  the  summer  home  of  his  granddaughter, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Shepherd,  on  the  hill  just  op- 
posite the  home  of  ex- Senator  William  N. 
Northrop.  This  is  a most  commanding  point, 
from  which  can  be  seen  the  beautiful  New  Eng- 
land village  of  Newtown,  and  the  picturesque 
hills  and  valleys  of  the  surrounding  country  for 
many  miles.  Miss  Shepherd,  who  spends  her 
winters  in  New  York,  having  within  the  last  few 
years  come  into  possession  of  the  home  of  her 
ancestors,  has  endeavored,  in  repairing  the  prop- 
erty, to  keep  it  much  in  the  manner  of  its  olden- 
time appearance,  a simplicity  characteristic  of  a 
New  England  country  homestead,  which  is  so 
much  admired. 

After  Abraham  Shepard  left  the  home  just 
referred  to,  his  son  Sueton  became  an  occupant 
of  it,  and  there  passed  his  life,  dying  April  12, 
1863.  He  married,  in  1806,  Dvmah  Ann,  daugh- 
ter of  Oliver  C.  Hurd,  who  died  April  14,  1850. 
Their  children  were:  Harriet,  Mary,  Elizabeth, 
Delia,  Lazarus  C.,  Juliet,  Maria,  Samuel  F.  and 
Grant.  Abraham  Shepard,  like  his  ancestors, 
was  occupied  chiefly  in  farming,  as  were  also  his 
sons  generally.  Sueton  was  a farmer..  All  were 
coopers,  a trade  at  which  they  worked  through 
the  winter  season,  making  measures. 

Rufus  Shepard,  son  of  Abraham,  became  a 
merchant  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  then  of  New 
York  State.  , On  June  19,  1822,  he  was  married 
to  Lucy  Ann.  daughter  of  Major  Oliver  and  Lucy 
(Sickles)  Peck,  and  their  children  were:  Frances 
Sophia  (deceased),  Anne  Elizabeth,  Caroline 
Wadsworth  Carson,  and  George  Washington  (de- 
ceased). Rufus  Shepard  died  April  30,  1874. 


BiEARDSLEY.  The  Beardsleys  of  Newtown, 

) Fairfield  county,  are  descendants  of  Asa  B. 

and  Israel  Beardsley,  brothers,  who  came  from 
Monroe,  Fairfield  county,  to  Newtown,  Asa 
B.  arriving  in  1824  and  Israel  A.  a few  years 
later. 

These  brothers  were  direct  descendants  of 
the  fifth  generation  from  William  Beardsley, 
the  pioneer,  who  came  over  with  his  family  from 
England  in  the  ship  “ Planter  ” in  1635,  and  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Stratford,  Conn. 
The  Colonial  records  state  him  to  be  a man 
highly  esteemed.  He  held  many  important  of- 
fices, was  a deputv  to  the  General  Court  held 
at  Hartford  in  1645,  and  subsequently  for  seven 
annual  sessions  from  1649.  He  was  familiarly 
known  as  “Goodman  Beardsley,”  a title 
frequently  applied  in  the  earlier  records  to  citi- 
zens of  solid  worth  and  respectability.  He  and 


his  brother  Thomas,  who  came  over  soon  after, 
were  the  progenitors  of  all  the  Beardsley 
families. 

Asa  B.  and  Israel  A.  Beardsley  settled  on 
farms  in  Fiat  Swamp  District,  Newtown,  and 
there  resided,  occupied  in  farming,  throughout  life, 
respected  and  esteemed  citizens.  In  1829-30 
Asa  B.  served  as  selectman  of  the  town,  and 
Israel  A.  as  such  in  1836-37-38.  Several  of  their 
children  are  residents  of  Newtown,  some  at  the 
old  homesteads,  among  them  being  John  M., 
Julius,  and  Mrs.  Mary  E. , widow  of  the  late 
William  J.  Dick  (all  of  the  family  of  Asa  B.),  and 
Mrs.  Flora  Jane  (daughter  of  Israel  A.),  wife  of 
Aaron  Sanford,  residing  in  the  borough  of  New- 
town. The  men  are  substantial  farmers  and 
citizens,  John  M.  having  represented  the  town 
in  the  Legislature  in  1864  and  1867. 

Israel  A.  Beardsley,  born  in  1780,  in 
Monroe,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  married  Esther 
(daughter  of  Philo  Toucey),  and  died  January  22, 
1846.  Children:  Philo  S.  married  Harriet 

Beach,  of  Trumbull,  and  died  January  31, 
1846;  Flora  Jane  married  Aaron  Sanford,  of  Red- 
ding. 

AsaB.  Beardsley,  born  in  Monroe,  in  1786, 
married  Flora  (daughter  of  Philo  Toucey,  and 
sister  to  Israel’s  wife),  September  6,  1824,  and 
died  in  1850.  Children:  Emily  E.  T.;  Mary 

E.,  who  married  William  J.  Dick;  Philo  T.,  who 
died  in  1862;  JuliusT.;  JohnM.;  Frances  J.; 
and  Henrietta,  who  died  in  1850. 


SiHERMAN  FAMILY.  In  New  England  are 

) found  two  distinct  families  bearing  the  name 

of  Sherman.  One  of  them  descended  from  Will- 
iam Sherman,  who  came  to  Plymouth,  Mass., 
with  the  Pilgrims,  in  1620,  and  settled  in  Marsh- 
field, where  his  descendants  still  remain.  Of  his 
place  of  birth,  or  English  antecedents,  we  have 
no  knowledge.  The  other  is  the  Dedham  stock, 
the  branch  of  which  emigrated  to  New  England, 
and  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  The  first 
of  that  name  of  whom  we  have  any  knowledge 
is  Henry  Sherman,  of  Dedham,  County  of  Essex, 
England,  who  probably  removed  from  Suffolk, 
England,  as  he  bore  a Suffolk  coat  of  arms. 
Few  dates  are  given,  as  the  early  records  of  the 
family  are  scanty,  but,  commencing  with  Henry 
Sherman,  are  given  as  follows,  data  being  ob- 
tained, as  far  back  as  1 560,  from  the  Parish  Rec- 
ords of  Dedham,  England: 

I.  Henry  Sherman  m.  Agnes  Butler,  and  d. 
1589.  Shed.  1580.  Their  children  were:  Ed- 

mond, Henry,  Judith,  John  and  Robert  (bapt. 
Feb.  6,  1 560).  Edmond  Sherman,  son  of  Henry, 
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m.  Ann  Pellett  April  30,  1 560,  and  had  a son  Ed- 
mond. Edmond  Sherman  m.  Ann  Clark  Sept. 
11,  1584,  and  they  had  Edmond  (111),  and  Rich- 
ard, who  m.  Elizabeth,  and  had  Anna,  b.  Nov., 
1613,  and  Priscilla,  b.  1618. 

II.  Henry  was  a clothier  in  Dedham,  Eng- 
land. He  married  Susan  Hills,  and  died  in  ibio. 
His  children  were:  Henry,  born  1571,  died  1645; 
Samuel,  born  1 573.  died  1615;  Susan,  born  1 573 ; 
Edmond;  Nathaniel,  died  1580;  Nathaniel,  born 
1582,  died  this;  John,  born  Aug.  17,  1585; 
Elizabeth;  Ezekiel,  born  July  25,  1589;  Mary, 
born  July  27,  1592;  Daniel,  died  1634. 

III.  Edmond  Sherman,  mentioned  above, 

came  over  lrom  England  in  1634.  with  his  sons, 
Edmond,  Samuel  and  John.  He  was  a cloth- 
worker.  and  a man  oi  means.  He  came  lrom 
Dedham.  County  o(  Essex,  England,  where  Kev. 
H.  B.  Sherman,  of  Belleville,  N.  J.,  found  one 
of  the  church  windows  of  stained  glass  bearing 
his  (Edmond’s)  initials,  as  having  been  his  gift, 
and  the  record  showed  that  one  of  the  buttresses 
of  the  church  was  erected  at  his  expense.  This 
church,  which  lor  the  most  part  is  of  Tudor 
style  of  architecture,  was  built  during  the  reign 
of  Henry  VII  (1485-1509),  and  the  grave  and 
monument,  or  tombstone,  of  Edmond  Sherman 
are  still  to  be  seen  in  the  churchyard,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  church,  near  the  towel.  In 
1599  he  founded,  and  gave  to  the  village  of  Ded- 
ham, a free  school,  for  many  years  known  as 
“Sherman  Free  School"  (now  called  “Shar- 
man’s  Hall  ").  and  also  donated  a house  for  the 
head  masterof  said  school.  The  line  of  Edmond 
Sherman  is  continued  below:  Edmond  Sherman 

m.  Judith  Angier  May  26,  1611,  and  came  to 
America  about  1634.  His  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: John,  b.  Dec.  26.  1613,  bapt.  Jan.  4, 

1614;  Edmond,  bapt.  June  18,  1618;  and  Sam- 
uel, bapt.  July  12,  161 S. 

IV.  Edmond  (or  Edmund,  as  all  of  like 
name  spelled  it  then;  returned  with  his  father  to 
England  in  1656  or  '37,  and  their  descendants 
still  live  in  Dedham. 

Rev.  John  Sbennan,  above,  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  April,  1634,  in  the  “Elizabeth,”  arriving 
in  Boston  in  June.  He  preached  his  first  ser- 
mon at  Watertown,  Mass.,  under  a tree,  soon 
after  his  arrival  in  this  country.  He  resided  at 
Watertown  nearly  a year,  and  was  dismissed 
May  29,  1635,  to  form  with  others  anew  Church 
on  the  Connecticut  river.  In  1640  he  removed 
to  Milford,  and  was  representative  in  1643.  In 
1647  he  returned  to  Watertown,  Mass.  His 

first  wife  was  Mary ; second  wife  being 

Mary  Launce,  who  died  March  9,  1709.  He 
died  August  8,  16S5.  Fourteen  children  (by 


I both  marriages)  are  all  that  have  been  discov- 
1 ered  on  record,  and  the  mention  of  one  more  is 
i supposed  to  have  been  lost  by  the  wear 
| of  the  record.  Children  by  the  first  mar- 
1 riage:  (1)  Mary,  b.  probably  in  1639,  m. 

I Daniel  Allen  about  1658.  (2)  Bezaleel,  bapt. 

1 at  Milford  Nov.  15,  1040  (graduate  at  Har- 
i vard  1661),  d.  before  1685.  (3)  Daniel,  March 

! 22,  1642.  (4)  Samuel,  April  14,  1644.  d. 

I Sept.,  1644.  Children  by  second  wife:  (5) 
1 Abigail,  b.  Dec.  3,  1647,  m.  1661,  Rev. 

! Samuel  Willard.  (6)  Mercy  Allen,  m.  April  4, 

1 1700.  Samuel  Barnard,  of  Watertown,  Mass. 

| (7)  James,  who  was  minister  at  Sudbury  (John 
I Sherman,  Esq.,  of  Brimfield,  was  his  son).  (8) 

I Mary,  b.  March  5,  1056,  m.  May  27,  1679, 

| Ellis  Barron,  Jr.:  d.  before  1685.  (9)  Grace. b. 

I March  10,  165S.  (10)  John,  b.  March  17,  1659. 

| (11)  Elizabeth.  (12)  Abiah.  (13)  Esther,  who 
i died  Aug.  25,  1688.  (14)  Barron. 

Line  of  Lewis  Sherman,  of  Newtown.— Sam- 
l uel  Sherman,  son  of  Edmond  (III),  b.  July, 

| 1618,  bapt.  July  12,  1618,  in  England,  came  to 
I this  country’  in  1634  in  company  with  his  brother, 

| Rev.  John,  and  their  cousin,  Capt.  John  Sher- 
1 man  (ancestor  of  Hon.  Roger  Sherman,  "one  of 
| the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 

1 and  from  him  descended  Hon.  William  F.  Ev- 
1 arts,  and  Hon.  George  F.  Hoar).  According  to 
i one  authority  he  settled  first  in  Watertown, 

Mass.,  but  about  1636  he  located  at  Wethersfield, 

I Conn.,  and  in  1640-41  in  Stamford,  where  he  was 
' one  of  the  original  proprietors,  his  name  appear- 
ing first  on  Stratford  records  in  1650.  Although 
but  a young  man  at  the  time  of  his  remova  to 
Wethersfield,  he  seems  to  have  quickly  taken  a 
prominent  place  in  public  affairs,  as  he  was  one 
of  the  committee  in  that  town  which  declared 
war  in  May,  1637.  against  the  Pequo  n • 
the  General  Court  not  having  been  organize. 
After  going  to  Stratford,  he  was  no  less  active 
public  movements,  filling  many  h°n°”b'  p 
lions,  and  the  title  of  the  - Worshipful  Mr  Sh« 

man,”  borne  by  him  in  later  years,  m i 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held.  He  w _ 

lerested  in  founding  a settlement  in  P 

aug  Valley.  His  death  occurred  April  5.^ 

either  in  Stratford  or  Fairfield.  Mitchell  b- 
probably  at  Wethersfield,  to  Sarah  Mitch  , 

Sc,  .4,  .6,,  i~  V»fl»d.  “..“'vS, 

Mitchell,  who  came  ,rr..  ,0’athan  Mitchell, 

The  record  of  his 


Mitchell,  who  came  lrom  n,d,‘‘a(h'  Mitchell, 
Enp  land.  H.r  brother  K«.  » 

resided  in  Cambridge.  Ma.~;  , jn  gtrat* 

children’s  births,  however,  is  comp  t ^ ^ 
ford  Records  from  1641 : 0) . pjfth'  Genera- 


te 


1641.  [See  farther  on 
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tion.”]  (2)  Theophilus,  b.  Oct.  28,  1643,  re- 
mained at  Stratford;  his  children  were:  Mary, 

married  to  a Mr.  Crain,  and  Comfort,  mar- 
ried to  a Mr.  Nichols.  (3)  Matthew,  b.  Oct. 

21,  1645,  died  in  1698;  he  m.  Hannah  , 

settled  at  Stratfield,  and  had  children:  David 

{says  Cothren  in  1872).  Sarah,  Pononah,  and 
Naomi.  (4)  Edmond,  b.  December  4,  1647, 
m.  Susannah,  dau.  of  Richard  Hardy,  of  Stam- 
ford, and  had  children:  Matthew  and  Bezaleel 
(also  Sarah,  Samuel  and  Edmond,  says  Cothren). 

(5)  John,  b.  Feb.  8,  1650,  went  to  Woodbury, 
Conn.  His  sons  were:  Samuel,  John  and  Icha- 
bod.  From  this  ancestor  was  descended  Gen. 
William  T.  Sherman,  Hon.  John  Sherman  and 
others,  the  line  of  their  descent  being  through 
John  (born  in  1687),  Daniel  (born  in  1721),  Tay- 
lor (born  in  1758),  and  Charles  R.  Taylor  Sher- 
man lived  and  died  (May  4.  1815,)  a lawyer  and 
judge  in  Norwalk,  Conn.  His  widow  went  to 
Ohio  and  died  in  Mansfield,  August  1,  1848. 
Charles  R.  Sherman  m.  in  Norwalk,  Conn., 
Mary  Hoyt,  May  8,  tSio.  Soon  after  he  re- 
moved to  Lancaster,  Ohio,  where  he  became 
distinguished  as  a lawyer,  and  especially  as  an 
advocate.  He  held  several  important  offices, 
and  in  1823  became  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Ohio,  in  which  position  he  acted  until  on  the 
24th  day  of  June,  1829,  when,  while  on  the 
Bench  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  he  became  ill  and  died. 

(6)  Sarah,  b»  Feb.  8,  1653-54,  m.  1675,  Josian 

Rossiter,  of  Guilford,  Conn.,  and  had  seventeen 
children  in  twenty-two  vears.  (7)  Nathaniel,  b. 
March  21,  1656,  m.  June  3,  1680,  Mary.  dau.  of 
Benjamin  Phippeny,  of  Boston.  In  1707,  he  m. 
a second  wife,  Mrs.  Abigail  Hanford,  of  Fairfield. 
Bv  first  marriage  he  had  one  child.  Comfort;  by 
second  marriage  he  had  Sarah  Peninah  and  Na- 
omi. (8)  Benjamin,  b.  March  29.  1662,  m.  in 
June,  1683,  Rebecca,  dau.  of  Benjamin  Phippeny, 
and  d.  in  1741.  Their  chil.  were:  Abigail,  b. 
Apl.  10,  1684;  Wilmitt,  b.  Jan.  21,  1688;  job.  b. 
Apl.  7,  1690;  Martha,  b.  Dec.  20.  1695;  Mary, 
b.  Feb.  24,  1696-97;  Enos.  b.  Apl.  15,  1699; 
Benjamin,  b.  Apl.,  1703:  Samuel;  Timothy;  and 
James,  b.  March,  1706-07.  [For  descendants  of 
Job,  Enos,  Benjamin.  Samuel  and  James,  of  above 
family,  see  farther  on  in  this  genealogy.]  (9) 
David,  b.  Apl.  15,  1665:  was  deacon  in  Litch- 
field Church,  and  d.  in  175?.  He  m.  Mercy , 

and  had  Tamar,  bapt.  1095-96:  Abigail,  bapt. 
1697;  Eunice,  bapt.  1699-1700;  Esther,  bapt. 
1702;  Mercy,  bapt.  1704:  Prudence,  bapt.  1706; 
Elnathan,  bapt.  1709;  Mehitabel,  bapt.  1711; 
Dorothy,  bapt.  1714;  and  Jerusha. 

V.  Samuel  Sherman,  above,  b.  June  19, 
1641,  mason  by  trade,  m.  (first)  June  19,  1665,  I 


Mary,  dau.  of  Daniel  Titherton,  of  Stratford;  m. 
(second)  Aug.,  1695,  Abigail,  dau.  of  John  Thomp- 
son, and  widow  of  (first)  jonathan  Curtis,  and 
(second)  of  Nicholas  Huse;  he  d.  Feb.  20,  1718- 
19.  Children  were  all  by  first  wife:  (i)  Mary,  b. 
May  8,  1666,  probably  d.  young;  (2)  Daniel,  b. 
Mch.  23,  1668;  (3)  Susanna,  b.  July  22,  1670,  m. 
Daniel  Mitchel,  of  Stratford;  (4)  Sarah,  b.  Jan. 
26,  1673,  d.  young;  (5)  Grace,  b.  July  8,  1676, 
m.  Daniel Sention  (St.  John),  of  Norwalk,  Conn.; 
(6)  Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  20,  1678,  m.  Nov.  4,  1702, 
Isaac  Clark,  of  Stratford;  (7)  Sarah,  b.  Dec. 
16,  1681,  m.  Jan.,  1706,  Samuel  Beers,  of  New- 
town; (8)  Abigail,  b.  Aug.  4,  1688.  m.  Dec.  22, 

1708,  James  Beebe,  of  Danbury,  Connecticut. 

VI.  Daniel  Sherman,  above,  b.  Mch.  23, 

1668,  in  Stratford,  m.  Dec.  19,  1694,  Rebecca 
Wheeler,  of  Stratford,  who  d.  Sept.  12,  1751. 
He  d.  Feb.  15,  1740,  their  deaths  being  re- 
corded in  Newtown.  Children  born  in  Stratford: 
(1)  Ebenezer,  b.  Oct.  20,  1695,  m.  Jan.  12,1716, 
Martha  Bostwick,  of  Stratford;  d.  1763.  (2) 

Anne,  b.  Dec.  3,  1697,  m.  Jan.  24,  1716,  David 
Beach,  of  Stratford.  (3)  Benoni,  b.  Feb.  11, 
1699,  d.  Mch.  6,  1765,  in  Newtown:  Sarah,  sec- 
ond wife  of  Benoni,  d.  Dec.  8,  1765.  ae.  62. 
(4)  Rebecca,  m.  Mch.  28,  1723,  Gideon  Hollis- 
ter, who  was  drowned  May  10,  1725.  (5'i  Samuel, 
b.  Dec.  6,  1709.  (6)  Daniel,  m.  Aug.  21,  1743, 
Mary,  dau.  of  Lieut.  John  Northrop,  of  New- 
town; settled  in  Woodbury;  children:  Abigail,  b. 
Mch.  1,  1747;  Ann,  b.  Nov.  20,  1749;  Ebenezer, 
b.  Nov.  5,  1752;  Philo,  b.  July  29,  1760;  and 
Mary.  b.  April  27,  1763. 

VII.  Samuel  Sherman,  above,  b.  Dec.  6, 

1709,  settled  in  Newtown;  died  Jan.  10,  1747;  his 
first  wife,  Elizabeth,  d.  Dec.  10,  1736,  and  he 
then  married  Mary  Sherman,  who  died  April  30, 
1S04.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  four  children: 

(1)  lustin,  b.  Feb.  28,  1729,  probably  died  young. 

(2)  Vashti,  b.  May  30,  1732.  (3)  Jotham,  b. 

Feb.  27,  1734.  (4)  Sabra.  b.  April  4,  1736,  m. 

Richard  Smith.  By  his  second  wife  he  had  the 
following  children:  (5)  Eve,  b.  April  24,1738,  m. 
June  22,  1758,  Phineas  Lee;  (61  Asenah,  b. 
July  3,  1739-  d-  July  8.  ‘739:  (7)  Zilpha,  b. 
Nov.  1,  1740,  m.  May  20,  1760,  Nathan  Dicker- 
son;  and  (8)  Adah,  b.  Feb.  6,  1742,  m.  Job 
Bristol. 

VIII.  Jotham  Sherman,  above,  b.  Feb.  27, 
1734,  m.  (first)  Grace  Peck,  b.  Nov.  28,  1738,  dau. 
of  Joseph  Peck,  of  Newtown:  she  d.  Feb.  19, 
1770;  he  m.  (second)  Amy  Beers,  b.  Aug.i  3, 1739, 
dau.  of  John  Beers,  of  Newtown;  she  d.  Jan. 
15,  1793;  m.  (third)  Cynthia  Beers,  b.  May  15, 
1736,  eldest  dau.  of  John  Beers,  and  widow  of 
Thomas  Skidmore;  she  d.  Mch.  16,  1804,  and 
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he  m.  (fourth)  Rhoda  , who  d.  Dec.  7,  1 

1826,  ae.  88;  he  died  Mch.  12,  1817.  Children  ( 
by  first  wife:  (1)  Lewis,  b.  May  5,  1758;  (2)  | 

Samuel,  b.  Aug.  29,  1760,  settled  in  Brookfield; 
d.  Apl.  19,  1825;  m.  Betty  (who  d.  Jan.  22,  1825, 
ae.  64);  dau.  Vashti,  b.  Aug.  23,  1783.  d.  Feb.  i 
4,  1832;  Jotham.  son  of  Samuel,  d.  Oct.  20,  1795, 
ae.  lb  mos. : Sally,  d.  1795,  ae.  4;  (3)  Rufus,  b.  1 
Sept.  9,  1764,  m.  (first)  Amy  Hurd,  who  d.  April  I 
20,  1798,  ae.  31;  second  wife,  Ruth  , d.  Jan.  jj 

9,  1855,  ae.  78;  he  d.  Mch.  22,  1822;  his  chil-  ■ 

dren:  Lewis,  d.  Mch.  7,  179S.  ae.  5;  Julia  A.,  | 

scalded  to  death  Aug.  24,  1704,  ae.  3^;  Sophia,  I 
d.  May  6,  1809,  ae.  4;  (4)  Sabra,  b.  May  6, 
1768;  and  (57  Ebenezer,  b.  Feb.  17,  1770,  ! 
d.  February  17,  1770.  Childien  by  second  wife:  1 
(6)  Grace,  b.  June  5,  1771,  m.  Nathaniel  Nich- 
ols. of  Newtown;  (7)  Jotham  Beers,  b.  June  12,  ■ 
1774.  settled  in  Sandy  Hook,  and  d.  Feb.  5,  ' 
1818;  and  (8)  Cyrus,  b.  May  j8,  1778.  I 

LX.  Lewis  Sherman,  above,  bom  May  5, 
173S,  m.  March  21,  1780.  Sarah  Glover,  b.  Nov.  1 
6,  1763.  dau.  of  Henry  and  Ann  (Sanford)  Glover,  I 
of  Newtown;  he  d.  April  6,  1794;  she  m.  (sec-  ! 
ond)  Stephen  Crofut,  of  Newtown,  and  had  dau.,  1 
Sarah  Ann,  b.  April.  1S00:  Mrs.  Crofut  d.  Feb.  1 
22.  1847.  Children  of  Lewis  Sherman:  Esther,  I 
born  Oct.  17,  1780.  married  Eben  Tyrrell:  Sabra,  ' 
born  Nov.  20,  1781.  married  Daniel  Booth; 

Anna,  born  March  28,  1783.  married  Isaac  Bris-  1 
cue;  Justin,  born  July  20,  1783,  married  Senea  I 
Sherman*;  Philo,  born  June  tO,  1787,  married  1 
Phebe  Masters:  Marcia,  born  Jan.  21,  1789.  mar-  1 
ried  Sherman  Beers:  Sylvester,  born  April  27, 
1791,  married  Mercy  Peck:  Oman,  born  Dec.  I 

10,  1792,  married  Clara  Lake.  fA  fuller  record  | 

of  some  of  these  children  will  be  given  farther  on  1 
in  this  genealogy,  in  connection  with  the  history  | 
of  their  descendants,  j I 

Cyrus  Sherman,  above  (son  of  Jotham  by  I 
second  wife),  b.  May  18,  1778,  m.  Huldah,  dau.  I 
of  Daniel  Booth,  of  Bridgewater,  Conn.;  she  I 
d.  Dec.  27.  1840.  ae.  57;  he  d.  Oct.  28,  1825. 
Children:  (1)  Jotham.  b.  Aug.,  1805,  d.  1874;  I 

m.  Mary  Ann  Bostwick.  of  Monroe,  Conn.,  and  1 
had— -Mary  Jane.  whom.  Franklin  Fairman  (son  1 
of  Charles,  of  Newtown),  of  Chicago,  and  their  1 
chil.  are — Matilda  Louise,  Frank  Sherman  and  I 
Marion;  Cyrus  L..  who  d.  Apr.  8,  1862,  ae.  20  t 
years,  5 mos.;  and  Frances  A.,  who  d.  Dec.  14,  1 
1848,  ae.  21  days,  jotham  Shennan  d.  Oct.  3,  I 
1874,  in  Newtown,  his  wife  Sept.  26,  1887,  ae. 
76,  in  Chicago,  III  (2'  Cyrus,  b.  Feb.  24,  1 
1819,  m.  Feb.  10,  1847.  Caroline,  dau.  of  1 
Lemuel  and  Eliza  (Shepard-)  Beers,  of  Newtown; 
no  children.  (3)  Mary.  b.  1821,  m.  E.  Bene-  . 
diet  Price,  of  Norwalk,  Conn.,  who  d.  Aug.  2,  : 


1889.  Their  children — Mrs.  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Hick- 
ok;  Mrs.  W.  A.  Hawkins,  of  New  York;  and 
Dr.  Sherman  B.  Price,  a dentist. 


Children  of  Lewis  and  Sarah  (Glover)  Sher- 
man (above). — (I)  Esther  Sherman,  b.  Oct.  17, 
1780.  m.  1804.  Eben  Tyrrell,  of  Newtown, 
who  d.  Feb.  21.  1825.  ae.  42;  she  d.  Jan.  10, 
1835;  children:  (t)  Sally,  b.  Aug.  9,  1805,  m. 
Jan.  4,  1831.  Andrew  Shelton,  of  Newtown, 
who  d.  Feb.  15,  1881,  ae.  79;  she  d.  June  3, 
1872;  no  children.  (2)  Abbie.  b.  Nov.  to, 
1S08.  (3)  Isaac  Hubbell,  b.  Jan.  5,  1812. 

(II)  Sabra  Sherman,  b.  Nov.  26,  1781,  m. 

Jan.  10.  1805,  Daniel  Booth,  Jr.,  of  Bridge- 

water,  Conn.,  who  d.  April  t6,  1862,  ae.  86; 
settled  on  his  farm  inherited  lrom  his  father, 
in  Bridgewater,  where  he  lived  all  his  life;  she 
d.  Dec.  20,  1855.  Children:  (1)  Julia  Ann,  b. 
April  7,  )8o6,  m.  Nov.  t8,  1856,  Cyrenius 

Beecher,  of  Wakeman,  Ohio,  who  d.  July  17, 
1885;  she  d.  Jan.  8,  1894.  (2)  Daniel  Lewis, 
b.  April  J,  1810,  m.  May  to,  1835,  Amelia 
E.  Randall,  of  Bridgewater.  Conn.,  d.  Oct. 
29  (or  31),  1877.  (3)  Sarah  Irena,  b.  Dec.  30, 

) 8 1 7 . d.  May  30,  1853.  (4)  Mary  Charlotte, 

b.  2>ept.  21,  1820,  m.  Dec.  14,  1851,  George 
Smith,  of  Bridgewater,  who  d.  May  14,  1883, 
at . 68:  she  d.  Oct.  19,  1889;  had  one  dau. 

who  m. — Terrill,  and  one  who  m.  Cassen 

Mead,  of  Bridgewater.  (5)  Walter  Sherman, 
b.  Sept.  28,  1827,  m.  Jan.  17,  184S,  Cathar- 
ine E.  Peters;  reside  in  Minnesota. 

(III)  Anna  Sherman,  b.  Mch.  28,  1783,  m. 
Feb.,  1801,  Isaac  Briscoe,  of  Newtown,  Conn. 

| see  Briscoe  family  record],  who  d.  June  26, 
1812,  ae.  31;  she  d.  Jan.  28,  JS48.  Children: 
(1 ' Amy,  b.  June  6,  1802;  (2)  Lewis,  b.  Aug.  23, 
1803;  (3)  Charles,  b.  Feb.  7,  1805;  (4)  Harriet, 
b.  Nov.  16,  1806;  (5)  Polly,  b.  April  9,  1808;  (6) 
Sally,  b.  April  2,  1 8 1 o ; (7)  Caroline,  b.  Nov.  16, 
1811 

(IV)  Justin  Sherman,  b.  July  20.  1785,  m. 

(first)  Aug.  20,  1806,  Senea,  dau.  of  John  and 
Molly  (Castle)  Sherman,  of  New  Milford,  Conn.; 
m.  (second)  Sept.  4,  1825,  Betsey  Redding;  m. 
(third)  Dec.  9,  1858,  Betsey  Johnson.  He  went 
to  Wakeman,  Ohio,  in  1822.  and  wasamongthe 
first  settlers  of  that  town,  where  he  died  Aug.  to, 
1803.  Children  by  first  wife : ( 1 1 Lewis  Justin, 

b Oct.  3,  1808,  m.  Jan.  8.  1829.  Sabra  Sher- 
man (dau.  of  Philo),  d.  Apr.  2,  1832.  (2)  Na- 
than Gould,  b.  Aug.  28,  18)0.  (3)  Cyrus  Jotham, 

b.  April  8.  1812,  m.  Elisabeth  Prone,  d.  April 
22.  1843.  (4)  Charles  Starr,  b.  Feb.  19,  1814, 

m.  Feb.  20,  1834.  Hannah  Arnett,  d.  June  25, 
1 844.  (3)  Mary  Eliza,  b.  June  16,  1816,  d.  Oct. 
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26,  1819.  (6)  Walter  Rowe,  b.  June  29,  1818,  d. 

Oct.  1,1819.  (7)  Walter  Rowe  (physician),  b. 

Mch.  19,  1820,  m.  July 6,  1843,  AlrniraT.  Carna- 
han, d.  Dec.  22,  i860.  (8)  Mary  Eliza,  b.  Nov. 

24,  1821,  d.  Dec.  3,  1844.  Children  by  second 
wile:  (9)  Harriet  L..  b.  Sept.  11.  1826,  m.  Gid- 
eon Waugh;  two  dau. ; d.  1844  or  ’45.  (10) 

George  B.,  b.  May  18,  1828,  m.  Sarah  R.  Buck- 
man,  Nov.  16,  1858;  had  Georgia  F.,  m.  to 
Oswen,  had  two  ch..  and  Anne  B.,  m.  to  Beers, 
had  two  ch.  (11)  John  G.,  b.  Nov.  14,  1830,  m. 
(first)  Julia  E.  Beecher;  children:  John  M., 

Julia  A.  and  Mary  B.,  he  m.  (second)  Elisabeth 
Miller,  and  had  Florence,  m.  to  Geo.  Canfield; 
one  dau. 

(V)  Philo  Sherman,  b.  June  16,  1787,  m. 
(first)  Oct.  23,  1808,  Phebe  Masters;  m.  (second) 

Dec.  30,  1835, Daniels;  went  to  Wake- 

man.  Ohio;  d.  April  20.  1875.  Children:  (1) 
Sabra,  b.  July  24,  1809,  nr.  Lewis  J.  Sherman:  d. 
Aug.  17,  1880.  (2)  James  L.,  b.  Mch.  2,  1812, 
d.  Aug.  23,  1884.  (3)  Isaac  G..  b.  Nov.  10, 

1815,  m.  Oct.  7,  1835,  Curtence  C.  Masters;  d. 
May  5,  1889.  (4)  Currence.  b.  April  14,  1817, 

m.  Oct.  7,  1835,  Leonard  Batterson.  (5)  Justin, 
b.  Jan.  9,  1821,  m.  Aug.  10.  1S4S,  Almira  Youngs. 
(6)  Sylvester,  b.  Jan.  8,  1823.  in.  June  2o, 
1847,  Irene  M.  Peet;  all  married  and  had  chil- 
dren, and  mostly  settled  in  Iowa. 

(VI)  Marcia  Sherman,  b.  Jan.  21,  1789,  m. 
Dec.  22,  1 8 J 1 , Nathaniel  Sherman  Beers,  who 
d.  Apl.  19,  1843;  settled  in  Bridgewater;  shed. 
Dec.  5,  1890,  in  Cheshire.  Conn.  Children: 
(t)  Sylvia,  b.  Sept.  3.  1812.  and  (2)  Philo  Sher- 
man, b.  Jan.,  1823. 

( V II)  Sylvester  Sherman,  b.  April  28,  1791.  in 
Newtown,  m.  1812,  Mercy  (dau.  of  Andrew  Peck), 
who  d.  Mch.  21,  1877;  he  d.  Oct.  5,  1867,  in 
Bridgewater,  Conn.,  where  he  settled.  Children: 

(1)  Lewis  G.,  b.  April  14.  1813.  (2)  Flora,  b. 

April  5,  1815,  m.  Jan.  to,  1833,  Nelson  D. 
Trowbridge,  of  Bridgewater.  Conn.,  had  five 
children,  d.  Mch.  30,  1893.  at  the  home  of  her 
son  in  Norwalk,  Conn.  (3I  George  M.,  b.  April, 
1S22,  m.  1845,  Julia  Glover,  of  Bridgewater, 
no  children;  settled  in  New  York  State;  d.  July 
13,  1866.  (4)  Emily  C.,  b.  Sept.  9,  1827,  m. 

Oct.  27,  1846,  David  Wooster,  of  Bridgewater; 
had  three  children;  settled  in  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
d.  Apr.,  1875. 

(VIII)  Oman  Sherman,  b.  Dec.  to,  J 792»  m- 
Clara  Lake,  of  Newtown,  b.  March  22,  1796; 
settled  in  Danbury,  Conn.  iStony  Hill  District); 
d.  Dec.  5,  1864;  she  d.  Feb.  28,  1861.  Chil- 
dren: (1)  Charles  Lake,  b.  March  20,  1814: 

(2)  Fanny,  b.  Aug.  2t,  1817;  (3)  Harriet,  b. 
Feb.  3,  1822,  d.  March  17,  1829;  (4)  Jane,  b. 


May  31,  1824;  (5)  Sarah  Ann,  b.  Feb.  to,  1827; 
(6)  Phebe,  b.  Dec.  1,  1829;  (7)  Clara,  b.  Nov. 
4,  1S34,  m.  William  Hoy,  of  Newtown,  d.  Sept. 
12,  1853;  (8-9)  the  twins,  b.  Nov.  16,  1836,  d. 
Nov.  18,  1836;  (to)  Samuel  Justin,  b.  April  22, 
183S;  (11)  Esther  Ann,  b.  Sept.  20,  1842,  d. 
July  31,  1846. 


Sarah  Ann  Crofut,  b.  April,  1800.  dau.  of 
Stephen  and  Sarah  (Sherman)  Crofut  (above), 
m.  Dillizon  Peck,  of  Newtown,  Conn.;  both  de- 
ceased. Children:  (1)  Edson,  who  m.  Eliza 
Damaris,  and  resides  at  Naugatuck,  Conn.;  (2) 
Henrv  Augustus,  b.  Jan.  1,  1834,  m.  Louisa 
Gillette,  res.  Newtown;  (3)  Eliza  Jane,  b.  1835, 
m.  George  H.  Botsford,  who  d.  in  Newtown. 

Abbie  Tyrrell  (dau.  of  Eben  and  Esther 
(Sherman)  Tyrrell),  b.  Nov.  10,  1808,  m.  Dec. 
24,  1826,  Burton  E.  Clark,  of  Newtown,  Conn., 
who  d.  Jan.  1,  1879,  ae.  76;  she  d.  June  30, 
1S76;  children:  (1)  Edward  Tyrrell,  b.  Oct.  20, 

1S27:  and  (2)  Juliette,  b.  April  13,  1834. 

Isaac  H.  Tyrrell  (son  of  Eben  and  Esther 
(Sherman)  Tyrrell),  b.  June  5,  1812  (carpenter), 
in  Newtown,  m.  Dec.  5,  1830,  Harriet  Sophia 
Blake,  b.  April  6,  181 1,  d.  June  ),  1874:  he  was 
thrown  irom  a wagon  and  killed,  Dec.  27,  1S49. 
Children:  (1)  Elmore  Sylvester,  b.  Mch.  17, 

1 S3 5 ; (2)  Allred  Dwight,  b.  Dec.  to,  1 S3; . 

Nathan  Gould  Sherman  (son  of  Justin),  b. 
Aug.  28,  1810,  went  to  Ohio  with  his  father  in 
1822:  m.  (first)  June  15,  1843,  Elizabeth  Otis; 
m.  (second)  Sept.  28,  1882,  Hattie  Phillips;  res- 
idence, Norwalk,  Ohio;  d.  Nov.  8,  1896.  Child- 
ren: (1)  Joseph  Otis,  b.  Aug.  19,  1848;  (2)  Emma 
Medora.  b.  June  12,  1851;  (3)  Walter  Justin,  b. 
Oct.  16,  1854;  (4)  Mary  Nancy,  b.  May  15,  1859, 
m.  Dec.  30,  1886,  Birchard  Austin  Hayes,  a law- 
yer, of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Sylvia  Beers,  b.  Sept.  3,  1812  (dau.  of  Na- 
thaniel S.  and  Marcia  Sherman  Beers),  m. 
Lewis  K.  Frost,  of  Bridgewater,  Conn.,  who  d. 
Feb.  to.  1879,  ae.  66.  Children:  (1)  Beers,  b. 

— , m.  Helen  Morton,  and  went  to  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  his  children:  Edith;  Frederick  H.,  d. 

ae.  3 yrs.  (2)  Elmer,  b.  Mch.  4.  1842,  m.  Oct. 
10,  1867,  Emily,  dau.  of  Harrison  Merwin,  of 
Bridgewater.  Children:  Frank  M,,  b.  1870; 

GeorgeS.,  b.  1 873;  Willis  E. , b.  1882.  (3)  Flora 
j.,  b. — , m.  Dec.  25,  1866,  Amos  Northrop,  of 
Bridgewater.  Children:  Lewis  G.  and  Charles  A. 
(4)  Henry  S.,  b.  Jan.  22,  1849,  m.  — Boland,  of 
Bridgewater;  res.  Cheshire.  Children:  Ida  S. , 
Herbert  H.  and  Howard  L.  (5)  Susan  E.,  b.  in 
Ohio,  rn.  Penfield  Giddings,  of  Brookfield, 
Conn. ; res.  Danbury,  Conn.  Children:  Harry  P. 
and  Ernest  T. 
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Philo  S.  Beers  (nurseryman,  son  of  Nathan- 
iel S.  and  Marcia  S.  Beers),  b.  Jan.,  1823-  m- 
lan  10  1844,  Susan  M..  dau.  of  William  and  Amy 
Tomlinson,  of  Newtown;  lived  in  Bridgewater  un- 
til 1864,  when  he  moved  to  Cheshire,  and  died 
Feb.,  1 87 1;.  Children;  (0  Estella  J.,  b.  Oct.  8, 
1848,  m.  Oct.  8,  1S68,  Norman  Platt,  of  Mil- 
ford, Conn.,  and  had  one  dau.,  Edith,  who  d. 
at  ae.  tovrs.;  and  (2)  Carrie  A.,  b.  July  24. 
1853,  m.  Dec  i,  1875,  Dr.  M.  N.  Chamberlin, 
of  Cheshire,  Conn.  ; no  children. 

Lewis  G.  Sherman  (son  of  Sylvester  and 
Mercy  (Peck)  Sherman),  b.  Apl.  14,  >813,  in 
Bridgewater,  m.  Oct.  6,  1835,  Jeanette  E..  dau. 
of  Lauren  Judson,  of  Woodbury;  settled  in 
Bethlehem,  Conn.;  died  Oct.  27,  1S90.  Chil- 
dren; (1)  Margaret  A.,  b.  Apl.  4,  1837,  in. 
Oct.  3.  1 866,  George  Wooten,  of  Woodbury;  d. 
Jan.  17,  1892;  he  d.  Jan.  18,  1892,  ae.  60.  (2) 

Sylvester  J.,  b.  Oct.  30.  i839.  m.  Annie  Rob- 
erts, and  settled  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  where  he  d. 
Nov.  15,  1886;  one  child.  Frank  F.  (3)  Emily 
Cornelia,  b.  1847.  d.  Aug.  5,  1851.  (4)  George 

Lewis,  b.  July  26,  1850,  d.  July  26,  1851.  (5) 

Julia,  b.  Jan.  18,  1853,  m.  Oct.  14.  >s74. 

Arthur  D.  Warner,  a lawyer  of  Woodbury. 

The  line  of  Oman  Sherman,  youngest  child 
of  Lewis  and  Sarah  (Glover)  Sherman,  is  con- 
tinued below.  Oman  Sherman  (Dec.  15.  1 79*  ~ 
Dec.  5.  1864)  was  married  in  1813  to  Clara 
Lake  (Mch.  22,  1796-Feb.  28.  1861).  dau.  of 
John  Late,  of  Newtown.  They  had  ten  children. 

Charles  Lake  Sherman,  deceased,  b.  Mch.  20, 
1814,  married  Eliza  Blackman.  fA  sketch  ap- 
pears  elsewhere.] 

Fanny  Sherman  (dau.  of  Oman  and  Clara 
(Lake)  Sherman),  b.  Aug.  21,  1817,  m.  William 
Platt,  of  (Stony  Hill)  Bethel.  Conn.;  settled  in 
Newtown,  Conn.;  he  d.  Apl.  27,  1894,  at  Mid- 
dletown. Children:  (1)  Frances  W.,  b.  April 

18,  1840,  m.  Oct.  18.  1861,  Annie  E.,  dau.  of 
Heman  and  Fanny  Northrop,  of  Newtown,  d. 
Nov.  n,  1877,  ae.  37.  (2)  Emily  J.,  b.  1842. 

m.  William  Blackman,  d.  June  22,  1876.  (3) 

Charles  S.,  b.  , m.'  Ella  Ingraham,  of 

Adams,  Mass.;  their  children — Leroy,  Arthur 
and  Agnes.  (4)  Fanny  E.,  b.  Sept.,  1850,  d. 
Line  n,  1853.  (5)  Roger  S.,  b.  1854,  d.  Dec. 

21,  1872. 

Jane  Sherman  (dau.  of  Oman  and  Clara 
(Lake)  Sherman),  b.  May  31.  1824,  m.  Lorin 
Platt,  of  Bethel.  Conn.;  came  first  to  Newtown; 
then  moved  to  New  Brunswick,  N.  J..  where  he 
lived  several  years;  then  to  Hamilton;  afterward 
to  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  lied,  in  1873;  she 
d.  April  8,  1885,  in  Waterbury,  Conn.  Chil- 
dren: (1)  Joseph,  m.  Belle  Reade,  of  New  York 


State;  live  in  Waterbury,  Conn.  (2)  Nettie,  m. 
James  Patten,  of  Hamilton,  New  Jersey. 

Sarah  A.  Sherman  (dau.  of  Oman  and  Clara 
(Lake)  Sherman),  born  Feb.  to,  1827,  m.  Alfred 
Platt,  of  Waterbury.  Conn.,  who  d.  Aug.  10, 
1806.  Children:  (l)  Sarah  Jane,  b.  1848.  m. 
Jared  P.  King,  of  Waterbury;  and  (2)  Allred  S., 
b. , m.  Eugenia  Nettleton,  of  Naugatuck. 


Phebe  Sherman  (dau.  of  Oman  and  Clara 
(Lake)  Sherman),  b.  Dec.  21,  1829,  m.  Oct.  14, 
1S49,  Winters  Day  Somers,  of  Newtown;  went 
to  Leominster,  Mass.,  where  he  was  killed  June 
30,  1883;  had  two  daughters. 

Clara  Sherman,  b.  Nov.  4,  1 834.  m.  will- 
iam Hoy.  „ , . v ,0 

The  Twins,  b:  Nov.  16,  1836,  d.  Nov.  18, 

1 8t6.  , r, 

Samuel  J.  Sherman  (son  of  Oman  and  Clara 
(Lake)  Sherman),  b.  April  22,  183S.  m.  (first) 
Nov  1861,  Caroline  (dau.  of  James  Benedict, 

of  Bethel;,  who  d.  Sept.  5.  '873.  ae.  3' > -vrs- 

2 mos„  tods.;  m.  (second)  Sarah  E.  W.ldman, 

of  Brookfield,  who  d.  Feb.  7,  18//,  ae  34  - 

4 ds.:  m.  Jane  Lockwood,  of  Stony  Hill.  ChU 
dien  bv  first  wife:  (.)  Philo  B..  b Jan . * ^ ; 
j m Jennings,  res.  (Great  P1^"  Danbur)| 

i and  (2 ) Arthur,  m.  Nov.  13.  1889.  Be  e,  *■ 

1853.  d.  Mch.  9,  1859-  F n(j  Abbie 

Juliette  Clark  (dau.  of  Burton  E. jndA^ 

| T.  (Sherman)  Clark),  b.  Apl.  13.  J4'  b ry 
12.  ,838.  George  A.  Northrop  of  R 

Conn.;  res.  Bridgeport  Conm  Childto^  U 
| Mary  Estelle  b.  Dec  26  8 59-  ™ ^ had 
| 1882,  Frank  C.  Allen,  of  8 P pec.  28, 

I George  Robert,  b.  Nov.  25.  • d. 

, ,88;;  and  (2)  Grace  Clark,  b.  Ap . 

Mch.  23,  1882.  lqaac  H.  and  Har- 

Elmore  S.  Tyrrell  (son  of  Isaac  ^ m 
! riet  S.  (Blake)  Tyrrell),  born  Mch.  /•  ^ 4 

1 April  t5.  ’855-  1hetrt'V^£i,cWldren:  (0 
I 1 8 3b.  dau.  of  Th°s'  C’infl  l8\(3  m.  April  >5. 

, Arsina  Augusta,  b.  Feb-  8.  5^  Hubbelli  b. 

1 1880,  John  B.  Post;  (2)  and  (3)  lenn'e' 

' Aug.  >859.  d-  Aug-  *7.  Richard  E- 

1 b.  May  .4.  >864-  ^°ilrma.  b.  Sept.  6, 1887- 

Nichols;  one  child,  Hazel 

1 To  return  now  t0 , c^odTb ^ ■ l6l8)' 
1 March  29,  >662).  s°n  °' ^(  Newtown  Sher- 
: we  trace  vet  another 
I mans,  to  wit: 
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Job  Sherman  (sixth  generation,  son  of  Benja- 
min), born  April  7,  1690,  married  May  28,  1713, 
Sarah  Seeley,  and  had  Ann,  born  in  1814,  John, 
Joel,  Nathan,  and  Ephraim.  John  Sherman 
(seventh  generation,  son  of  Job),  married  and  had 
sons:  Daniel,  John.  Elijah,  Ezra  and  Jabez. 

Daniel  Sherman  (eighth  generation,  son  of  John), 
married  and  had  sons:  Daniel  and  Linus.  Of 
these,  Daniel  married  and  had  a son,  Roswell, 
whose  children  were:  Fanny,  who  married  a 
Dewey:  and  Nellie,  who  married  Austin  Moody. 

Linus  Sherman  (ninth  generation,  son  of 
Daniel)  married  Artemisia,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Mary  (Devine)  Curtis,  and  had  children: 
Flora  died  in  young  girlhood;  Daniel,  married 
and  settled  in  the  West;  Hannah  married  Nath- 
an Prince;  Sarah  and  Mary  both  died  in  young 
childhood;  Aurelia  married  William  S.  Whiting, 
of  Redding;  Phebe,  born  in  1815,  married 
Hermon  Beers. 

Nathan  Sherman  (seventh  generation,  son  of 
Job)  married  and  had  children:  Truman,  Philo, 
Lyman  and  Joseph,  all  of  Newtown.  Joel  Sher- 
man (seventh  generation,  son  of  Job)  married  and 
had  Abel,  George,  Job  and  Timothy.  Ephraim 
Sherman  (seventh  generation,  son  of  Job)  married 
and  had  Amos  and  Peter.  Amos  was  the  father 
of  Homer  B.  Sherman,  o(  Roxbury.  Elijah 
Sherman  (eighth  generation. son  of  John)  married 
and  had  John  and  Ira.  Ezra  Sherman  (eighth 
generation,  son  of  John)  married  and  had  John, 
Elijah  and  Eli. 

Enos  Sherman  (sixth  generation,  son  of 
Benjamin)  married  and  had  Josiah  and  Samuel. 
Benjamin  Sherman  (sixth  generation,  son  of 
Benjamin)  married  and  had  Timothy  and  James. 
Samuel  Sherman  (sixth  generation,  son  of  Ben- 
jamin) married  and  had  Lemuel,  Elijah  and 

Isaac.  James  Sherman  (sixth  generation,  son  of 
Benjamin)  married  and  had  Adonijah,  William 
and  Edmund.  Nathaniel  Sherman  (sixth  gener- 
ation, son  of  Benjamin)  married  and  had  Nath- 
an, Phineas  and  Nathaniel.  Nathan  Sherman 
(seventh  generation,  son  of  Nathaniel)  married 
and  had  Nathan  and  Wheeler.  Nathaniel  Sher- 
man (seventh  generation,  son  of  Nathaniel)  mar- 
ried and  had  David  and  Nathaniel.  Phineas 
Sherman  (seventh  generation,  son  of  Nathaniel) 
married  and  had  Philo. 

Philo  Sherman  (fifth  generation,  son  of  Phm- 
eas)  married  and  had  Anna.  Fanny,  Clark,  Polly, 
Lue  L.,  Carlos,  Warren,  Hannah.  Truman,  Es- 
ther, Hittie  M.,  and  Hiram.  Clark  Sherman 
(ninth  generation,  son  of  Philo)  married  and  had 
Lewis  and  Ira.  Lue  L.  Sherman  (sixth  genera- 
tion, son  of  Philo)  married  and  had  Philo  and 
Bennett.  Carlos  Sherman  (sixth  generation, 


son  of  Philo)  married  a nd  had  Minerva,  Susan, 
Mary,  Harriet,  Eliza  an  d Burton.  Burton  Sher- 
man (seventh  generation,  son  of  Carlos)  married 
and  had  Sophronia  (,'Mrs.  Eli  B.  Beefs,  of 
Newtown).  Eliza  Sht  -rman  (tenth  gereration, 
daughter  of  Carlos)  ma  rried  Samuel  Curtis  War- 
ner, and  had  children:  Carlos  S.  and  Lucius  C. 


Roger  Sherman  L.ine. — Johr  Sherman,  of 
Dedham,  clothier,  son  c>f  Edmond  Sherman  and 
Anne  Cleave,  is  supposed  to  lave  married  a 
Sparhawk.  ■ He  was  the  father  of  Captain  John 
Sherman  or  Shearman  ('as  hr  spelt  ^is  name), 
who  was  born  in  1613,  aad  came  to  New  Eng- 
land about  1634,  settling  in  Watertown,  Mass. 
He  was  captain,  surveyor,  representative  in  the 
General  Court,  and  town  clerk’.  He  was  stew- 
ard of  Harvard  College,  in  1660,  and  probably 
for  years  aitei.  He  was  with  Governor  Win- 
throp  when  the  northern  boundary  of  Massa- 
chusetts was  surveyed,  and  when  the  corner  was 
established  at  Wier’s  Landing,  Lake  Winnepe- 
saukee.  He  died  January  25,  1690.  His  wife, 
Martha  (Palmer),  daughter  of  Roger  and  Grace 
Palmer,  of  Long  Sutton,  South  Hampton,  died 
February  7,  1701. 

Joseph  Sherman,  son  of  Captain  John,  was 
born  in  Watertown,  May  14,  ibio,  and  was 
a blacksmith  by  trade.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Winship.  daughter  of  Lieut.  Edward  Winship, 
of  Cambridge.  He  was  a representative  in  the 
General  Court  in  1702-3-4-5,  and  often  served  as 
selectman  and  assessor.  He  had  eleven  child- 
ren, of  whom,  the  ninth  child  and  seventh  son, 
William,  born  June  23,  1692,  was  the  father  of 
Roger  Sherman.  This  William  was  a cordwainer, 
and  appears  to  have  been  a farmer  as  well  as  a 
shoemaket.  His  first  wife  was  Rebecca  Cutler, 
of  Watertown,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Will- 
iam, who  died  in  infancy.  For  his  second  wife 
he  married,  September  3’  *7*5<  Mehetabel 

Wellington,  of  Watertown,  daughter  of  Benja- 
min ^on  of  Roger  Wellington,  who  came  from 
England,  and  his  children  by  this  marriage  were: 
William,  Mehetabel, Roger,  Elizabeth,  Nathaniel, 
Josiah  and  Rebecca.  Of  this  family,  Roger 
Sherman  was  born  in  Newtown,  Mass.,  April 

19.  > 72 J 

From  Hon.  John  Sherman’s  ••  Forty  Years  in 
the  House,  Senate  and  Cabinet,’’  we  glean  that 
the  family  name  of  Sherman  is,  no  doubt,  of 
Saxon  origin,  is  very  common  along  the  Rhine, 
and  in  different  parts  of  the  German  Empire, 
where  it  is  written  Shearmann  or  Schurmann. 
The  English  Shermans  lived  chiefly  in  Essex  and 
Suffolk  counties,  near  the  east  coast,  and  in  Lon- 
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don,  and  the  name  appe  ars  frequently  in  local 
lecords.  Nearly  every  fa  mjly  of  the  name  fur- 
nished a preacher,  while  few  members  of  it  at- 
tained the  dignity  of  k.mghthood,  A greater 
number  became  landed  property  holders,  and 
more  were  engaged  in  traode  in  London. 

The  pritcipal  family  o 1 the  name  in  the  16th 
centurv  were  the  Shermans  Baxley,  in  the 
County  of  Sufolk.  Edm-ond  Sherman,  ancestor 
of  John  Sherman,  was  a member  of  this  family. 

He  was  born  in  1585,  aned  was  married  to  Judith 
Angier.  May  26,  «6n.  He  resided  in  Dedham, 
Essex  County,  England,!  was  a manufacturer  of 
cloth,  and  a man  ol  me  ans  and  high  standing. 
Accompanied  by  his  nephew.  "Captain  John." 
he  left  England  for  Boston,  Mass.,  as  already  in-  1 
timated  in  this  record. 

"Capt.  John  Sherman,’  continues  Mr.  Sher- 
man in  his  narrative.  "soon  after  his  arrival  in  1 
Boston  settled  in  Watertown,  Mass.,  where  he  1 
married  and  had  a large  family  of  childien.  ’ 
Among  his  descendants  was  Roger  Sherman,  of 
the  Revolution,  bv  far  the  most  distinguished  I 
man  of  the  name.’  He  had  the  good  fortune  to  J 
contribute  to  and  sign  the  three  most  important  ! 
papers  of  American  History,  the  'Address  to  the  : 
King,’  the  'Declaration  of  Independence.’  and 
the  ' Constitution  of  the  United  States,’  Among 
other  descendants  of  Capt.  John  Sherman  were 
Hon.  Roger  Minot  Sherman,  of  New  Haven,  a 1 
nephew  of  Roger  Sherman,  a distinguished  law-  1 
ver  anil  a leading  participant  in  the  Hartford  ! 
Convention.  William  M.  Evarts,  George  F. 
Hoar  and  Chauncey  M.  Depew  are  descendants  ! 
of  Roger  Sherman  or  his  brother.  1 

"Rev.  John  Sherman,  the  eldest  son  of  Ed- 
mond Sherman,  was  born  on  the  26th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1613.  at  Dedham,  England.  He  graduated 
at  Immanuel  College,  Cambridge,  left  college  a 
Puritan,  and  came  over  to  America  in  1634'  as 
already  stated.  He  had  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren, and  his  numerous  descendants  are  well  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  United  States,  but  most 
of  them  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

"Samuel  Sherman,  the  youngest  son  of  Ed- 
mond Sherman,  is  the  ancestor  of  the  family  to 
which  I belong.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he 
came  with  his  brother.  Rev.  John,  and  his  cousin, 
'Captain  John,’  in  April,  1634,  in  the  ship 
‘Elizabeth,’  from  Ipswich,  and  arrived  in  Bos- 
ton in  lune,  and  fora  time  settled  in  Watertown, 
Mass.  He  afterward  moved  to  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  thence  to  Stamford  and  thence  to  Strat- 
ford. 

"In  Cothren’s  ‘ History  of  Ancient  Wood- 
bury ' there  are  found  full  details  of  the  life  of 
Samuel  Sherman  and  his  numerous  descendants 


to  the  present  generation.  Of  Samuel  Sherman 
Mr.  Cothren  says:  'He  was  from  Dedham,  Essex 
County,  England,  came  to  this  country  in  1634, 
and  previous  to  the  date  of  the  new  plantation, 
at  Woodbury,  had  been  a leading  man  in  the 
colony  of  Connecticut.  He  had  assisted  in  the 
settlement  of  several  other  towns  in  the  colony, 
and  now  undertook  the  same  for  Woodbury.  He 
had  been  a member  of  the  Court  of  Assistants, 
or  Upper  House  of  the  General  Court,  and 
Supreme  Judicial  Tribunal,  for  five  or  six  years, 
(tom  1663,  and  held  various  offices  and  appoint- 
ments of  honor  and  trust.  He  is  referred  to  in 
ancient  deeds  and  documents  as  the  “Worshipful 
Mr.  Sherman.  ” In  1676  he  was  one  of  the  com- 
mission for  Stratford  and  Woodbury. 

• ‘ The  order  of  succession  of  the  descendants  0! 
Samuel  Sherman,  the  ancestor  of  the  family  to 
which  1 belong,  is  as  follows:  I.  John  Sherman, 

the  fifth  child  of  Samuel  Sherman,  was  bom  at 
1 Stratford.  Conn.,  February  8.  1650.  He  early 
. moved  to  Woodbury.  He  died  D^«mber  U, 

1 1 7 ac  . H.  John  Sherman  (2).  the  fifth  child  of 
! John,  was  'baptized  June,  1687.  He  married 

i Hachaliah  Preston,  July  22,  DM-  He'dl,, 

: i-r-  111.  Daniel  Sherman,  the  third  child 
of  John  (21.  was  born  August  14.  1721,  an  le 
1,,1'v  o ,7oo.  IV.  Taylor  Sherman,  the  sixth 
child  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  '^f, 

■ « » 

■ necucut.  May  15,  1 » 1 5.  n . 

! Mansfield.  Ohio,  August  '•  lS4&:  'h  wa5 
' Robert  Sherman,  eldest  child  0 Taylor  va 

: born  S«p.™W  *S,  .?«« •' 

1 of  Norwalk.  Conn.,  May  8,  a.tWans- 

j the  24th  of  June.  . 829.  H«s  widow died^l  ^ 
| field.  Ohio,  September  23,  l«5  , all 

eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five  dang 


ildren,  six  sons  aim  . h(h 

of  whom  lived  to  maturity.  a datesof 

child  of  this  family.  "The  na”ie'p  as  f0l- 
the  birth  of  the  children  of  myP^en  ,8,,; 
lows : Charles  Taylor  Sherman,  February  3 
Marv  Elizabeth  Sherman,  Prl  ’ . Sherman, 
Sherman,  December  to,  .814;  bJu,  J4, 

February  .8.6;  J u h ^^nan  February  8, 
j8iS:  William  Tecumseh  Sher  , ^ 

1820:  Lampson  Parker  She  • Su5a„  pen- 
1S21 : John  Sherman,  May  • ^ sherman, 

man  Sherman,  October  1 . 5 ^ - sherman, 

1 November.,  1827;  and  Fanny  Beecne 

! May  3,  1829.”  

rph  E TOUCEY  FA.M]t«  Section  iroin  ear1? 

J pi  eminent  P,ace'n  G lrom  Richard  Tou- 
, Colonial  times,  trace**  ^ Wethersfield,  Conn- 
, cey.  a pioneer  settler  o 
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who  came  from  an  English  town  called  Tows- 
land,  Towsley,  or  Towsey,  these  varied  methods 
of  spelling  appearing  in  different  records.  Rich- 
ard Toucey  had  a son,  Thomas,  from  whom  the 
Fairfield  county  branch  of  the  family  is  descended. 

Thomas  Toucey  died  at  Wethersfield  in  1712. 
leaving  at  least  two  children — Thomas,  1 r. , and 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Josiah  Churchill. 

Thomas  Toucey,  Jr.,  who  was  born  at  Weth- 
ersfield in  1688,  was  graduated  at  Yale  College 
in  1707,  and  in  1709  joined  the  little  company  of 
settlers  at  Newtown.  His  name  appears  among 
the  residents  of  the  town  in  1712,  and  he  seems 
to  have  been  active  and  influential  in  local  poli- 
tics and  in  religious  matters.  According  to  the 
town  records,  the  organization  of  a Church  was 
first  formally  attempted  at  a meeting  of  the  pro- 
prietors held  September  24,  1711,  and  as  their 
offer  to  Phineas  Fisk  to  preach  for  them  a year 
on  trial  was  declined,  a call  was  extended  on  or 
about  May  21,  1713.  to  "Rev.  Thomas  Tousev, 
of  Wethersfield,”  to  pieach  for  one  year  at  a sal- 
ary of  thirty  pounds,  and  the  proceeds  of  some 
land  which  the  Society  agreed  to  break  up,  sow, 
and  harvest.  Mr.  Toucey  began  his  ministry 
soon  afterward,  and  in  October,  1715,  when  the 
Church  was  formally  organized,  he  was  ordained 
as  pastor.  At  that  time  there  were  thirty  fam- 
ilies included  in  the  membership,  and  although 
for  a while  harmony  seemed  to  prevail,  some  signs 
of  dissatisfactjon  became  apparent  about  1723, 
certain  members  declaring,  as  stated  in  the  town 
records,  that  they  could  not  "sit  easy  ’ under 
his  preaching,  while  others  averred  that  they 
‘ ‘ were  of  a different  persuasion,  ” meaning,  doubt- 
less, that  they  inclined  to  the  Church  of  England. 
Naturally  Mr.  Toucey  was  disturbed  by  this  un- 
fortunate state  of  affairs,  and  the  result  was  that 
he  resigned  his  pastorate  and  went  to  England, 
where  he  received  a commission  as  captain  from 
the  British  Government.  After  his  return  to 
Newtown  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine,  and 
throughout  his  life  he  continued  to  take  a leading 
part  in  the  affairs  of  that  locality.  In  1743  he 
was  appointed  to  oppose  the  formation  of  a new 
ecclesiastical  society  in  Newbury  (now  Brook- 
field), and  he  was  selected  to  fix  the  boundaries 
between  New  Milford  and  Newtown.  He  died 
March  14,  1761,  and  among  the  heirlooms  treas- 
ured by  his  descendants  is  an  account  book  whose 
items,  dating  back  as  far  as  1715,  throw  much 
light  on  the  early  history  of  Newtown.  Rev. 
Thomas  Toucev  was  married,  November  12,  1 7 '/• 
to  Hannah  Clark,  of  Milford,  by  whom  he  had 
the  following  children:  Hannah  (Mrs.  Josiah 

Hooker,  of  Norwalk),  born  September  25,  17*8; 
Arminel  (Mrs.  Donald  Grant),  born  April  J4. 


1720;  Elizabeth,  born  November  27,  1723; 

Oliver,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Me- 
hitabel,  born  March  17,  1727,  who  became  the 
second  wife  of  Agur  Judson,  of  Huntington;  Ann, 
born  in  1728,  who  was  married  May  2,  1752,  to 
Daniel  Baldwin;  John,  who  is  mentioned  below; 

I Thomas,  who  settled  in  Woodbury,  Conn.;  and 
) Zalmon,  of  whom  a fuller  account  is  given  below. 

I Ann  and  Daniel  Baldwin  had  two  sons:  Clark, 

i who  married  Phedima  Prindle;  and  Daniel,  who 
| died  in  1819. 

Oliver  T oucey,  the  eldest  son  of  Rev.  Thomas 
I Toucey.  was  born  in  1726  and  died  in  1799.  He 
1 and  his  wife,  Deborah,  had  a large  family  of 
1 children:  (1)  Philo,  born  September  1,  1750, 

' was  married,  January  18,  1781,  to  Esther  Shel- 
1 ton,  and  died  June  21,  1824.  He  had  three 
1 daughters — Lucretia,  born  December  11,  1783, 

1 and  died  May  13,  1841,  married  May  1 8,  1803, 

! David  Platt,  grandfather  of  Prof.  Johnson- T. 

I Platt,  of  New  Haven,  and  Theron  E.  Platt,  of 
1 Hopewell;  Esther,  bom  May  16,  1785,  married 
i Israel  A.  Beardsley,  had  a daughter,  Flora  Jane, 

1 now  Mrs.  Aaron  Sanford;  and  Flora,  born  Janu- 
1 ary  7,  1802,  married  Asa  B.  Beardsley,  and  had 
1 a family  of  several  children,  one  son,  J.  M. 

| Beardsley,  being  a well-known  resident  of  New- 
: town.  (2)  Isaac,  born  January  22,  1755.  died 
! December  6,  1794.  (3)  Zalmon,  born  March  7, 

! 1759.  (4)  Oliver,  Jr.,  born  April  8,  1770.  died 

i November  23,  1837.  His  children  were  Philo, 

I born  December  3,  1798,  died  December  24,  1837; 

! Nabby,  born  December  12,  1800,  died  January 
j 5.  1804;  Harriet,  bom  May  20,  1803,  died  Sep- 
I tember  26,  1833;  Emily,  who  married  a Mr. 

1 Chittenden,  of  Kent  and  Bridgeport;  Isaac,  of 
1 whom  special  mention  is  made  farther  on; 
i Maria,  wife  of  Amos  Parks,  of  Buffalo.  N.  Y. ; 

, and  Polly  Ann,  who  married  Preston  Perry,  of 
! Kent.  (5)  Hannah,  born  April  19,  1775,  mar- 
1 ried  Zachariah  Clarke,  father  of  the  late  Philo 
I Clarke. 

John  Toucey,  the  second  son  of  Rev.  Thomas 
1 Toucey,  was  born  in  1730  and  settled  in  Hunt- 
| jngtown.  He  married  Rebecca  Booth,  who  died 
i September  19,  1803,  and  his  own  death  occurred 
I July  7,  1776,  three  days  after  the  signing  of  the 
I Declaration  of  Independence.  They  had  a 
i numerous  family  of  children:  (j)  John,  Jr.,  was 
I born  in  1751.  (2)  Abel,  born  in  1756,  died  June 

7,  1825.  He  was  twice  married,  and  had  the 
! following  children — John  Glover,  father  of  W. 

I p.  Toucey,  of  Eong  Hill;  Sarah  Ann,  mother  of 
1 b.  Peck,  Esq.;  Grandison  Curtis;  Marcia, 
mother  of  Lewis  Hubbell,  of  Stepney;  Zerah; 

, Philo-  Minerva;  Esther  Ann:  and  (by  his  second 
marriage)  Abel,  Jr.  (3)  Ann,  born  in  1761,  died 
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in  infancy.  (4)  David,  born  in  1764,  died  May  which,  however,  seldom  disturbed  his  composure. 

5,  1841,  and  his  wife,  Clarinda,  died  March  10,  In  one  instance  only  did  he  reply  to  a political 

1842,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  (5)  Donald,  accusation,  and  that  was  the  charge  of  “dispers- 
born  in  1766,  died  May  20.  1829,  and  his  wife,  ing  the  navy  to  foreign  parts  at  the  breaking  out 
Betty,  died  July  2,  1854,  aged  eighty-six.  One  j of  the  rebellion  in  1861,"  and  although  he  was 
of  their  sons,  Samuel,  was  the  father  of  John  M.  j fully  exonerated  by  a committee  of  Congress,  ap- 
Toucey.  superintendent  of  the  New  York  Central  I pointed  at  his  own  request,  the  accusation  con- 
& Hudson  Rrver  railroad,  and  another,  Sinclair,  1 tinued  to  annoy  him  when  repeated.  He  had 
was  formerly  a member  of  the  firm  of  St.  John  | many  friends  who  placed  the  most  complete  con- 
& Toucey,  merchant  tailors,  at  the  corner  of  | fidence  in  his  integrity  and  uprightness,  and  his 
Broadway  and  Wall  street,  New  York  City.  (6)  | memory  will  ever  be  closely  linked  with  the  im- 
Ann  (2)  was  born  in  1768.  (7)  Hannah  was  | portant  events  of  his  time.  He  married  Cath- 

born  in  1770,  and  (8)  Rebecca  in  1771.  1 erine  Burrill. 

Zalmon  Toucey,  the  youngest  son  of  Rev.  1 — — 

Thomas  Toucey,  was  born  in  1738,  and  died 

June  23,  1816.  He,  also,  had  a large  family  of  j Tr  MURRAY  JOHNSON,  M.  D,,  physician 
children:  (1)  Thomas,  born  May  7,  1765.  (2)  I and  surgeon,  Bridgeport,  Fairfield  county, 

Lazarus,  born  July  2,  1767.  (3)  Donald  Grant,  I Connecticut. 

born  November  12,  1768.  (4)  Azariah.  born  ! 

December  4,  1770.  (5)  Zalmon,  Jr.,  born  March  i 

■6,  1772.  (6)  Phisbe,  born  June  6,  1773,  was  T^ICK  FAMILY.  Joseph  Dick  & Sons  were 

married  October  29,  1796,  to  Ebenezer  Turner,  JL ij  closely  identified  with  the  manufacturing 

and  died  in  1S41.  Her  children  were  Emma,  interests  of  Newtown  three-quarters  of  a cen- 

William,  Mary,  David,  Ebenezer  and  Jane.  (7)  tury  ago. 

Jerusha,  born  February  23,  1774.  (8)  Sarah,  Joseph  Dick  was  bom  in  1787,  in  Monroe, 

~bornJune28,  ] 777,  married  Judge  Samuel  Black-  I but  was  bound  to  John  Sanford,  after  the  manner 
man,  who  lived  at  the  site  of  the  " Grand  C.en-  I of  those  days,  when  but  four  years  old.  He 
tral  Hotel”  at  Newtown,  and  she  died  December  1 worked  on  the  farm  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough, 

6,  1835.  (9)  Joseph,  born  March  5,  1780.  (10)  | during  the  summers,  and  in  the  fall  helped  *° 

Polly,  born  January  18,  1784.  | full  and  dress  the  woolen  cloth  made  by  te 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  I neighboring  farmers.  The  fulling  and  dressing 
this  family  was  Hon.  Isaac  Toucey,  an  able  i of  cloth  was  then  quite  a business,  and  those  en- 

lawyer,  who  held  many’  important  offices,  both  | gaged  in  the  work  were  called  clothiers. 

State  and  National.  He  was  born  in  Newtown  Later,  Mr.  Dick  went  into  partners  'P  W1 
November  5,  1796,  son  of  Oliver  Toucey,  Jr.  I John  Sanford  in  the  cloth-dressing  business,  an 
{above).  He  studied  law  with  Asa  Chapman,  of  I finally  put  in  two  or  three  looms  an  ega 
Newtown,  and  in  1818  began  his  professional  1 weaving  broadcloth.  But  the  young  man  . ' 
practice  in  Hartford,  where  he  soon  rose  to  | full  of  ambition,  and  was  soon  in  us'ne 
prominence.  Fiom  1822  to  1835  he  was  State  s I himself,  building  a shop  in  what  is  now  e : PF 
attorney  for  Hartford  county,  and  in  the  latter  1 rubber  pond.  Here  he  took  Josiah  an  0^  ^ 
year  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  where  he  served  1 partnership,  Mr.  Sanford  s know  e ge _ 

four  years.  In  1846  he  was  elected  governor  of  1 chinerv  as  a wheelwright  offsetting  in  so 

Connecticut,  and  during  the  last  year  of  Presi-  1 ure  Mr.  Dick’s  acquaintance  wit  e w|ljcjJ 
dent  Polk's  administration  he  held  the  office  of  i of  cassimeres.  into  the  manufacture  ^ ^ 

Attorney  General.  In  1850  he  was  chosen  to  the  | the  firm  embarked.  They  too  up 

United  States  Senate,  but  after  serving  five  years  i ing  of  satinet  as  soon  as  that  c ),ad 

he  resigned  to  take  a place  in  President  Buchan-  I fashion,  and  thrived  so  that  t e « machin- 

an’s  cabinet  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  At  one  1 to  be  enlarged  twice,  two  sets  0 wo  . 
time  he  was  offered  a place  on  the  Bench  of  the  ery  and  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  a an(j  were 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  but  declined  the  j ployed.  The  firm  owned  m^Cpec](  j’n  the  store 
honor.  His  last  years  were  spent  in  retirement  ' in  partnership  with  Samuel  . Through  sorae 
at  his  pleasant  home  in  Hartford,  where  he  died  - still  standing  in  Sandy  H 00  dissolved,  and 
July  30,  1869.  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-  ! disagreement  this  partnership  wa  ^ jje(j  in 
two.  He  was  always  a firm  supporter  of  the  I the  business  finally  closed.  r- 

principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and,  as  he  I 1846,  aged  fifty-nine  years.  ^ t0  Sarah 

■was  decided  in  his  convictions  and  prompt  to  de-  Mr.  Dick  was  twice  r”ar1.1 11  ’ wjnK  children: 

fend  them,  he  met  at  times  with  much  opposition,  I Griffin,  and  they  had  t e 0 
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Charles  L.  and  John.  The  mother  of  these  dy- 
ing, Mr.  Dick  afterward  married  Electa  Crit- 
tenden, who  became  the  mother  of  the  late  Will- 
iam J.  Dick;  she  survived  her  husband  nine  years, 
dying  in  1855.  Mrs.  Dick  was  a New  Jersey 
woman,  though  of  Connecticut  antecedents. 
She  had  a daughter,  Clarissa,  who  married  Joseph 
Wheeler,  a tailor. 

Alter  the  firm  of  Dick  & Sanford  separated, 
the  shop,  which  was  Mr.  Dick  s own  property, 
was  used  lor  making  screws  and  rivets.  The 
three  sons,  Charles  L.,  John  and  William  J.,  car- 
ried on  the  business  after  the  father's  death, 
under  the  firm  name  of  John  Dick  & Co.  The 
firm  turned  into  rivets  one  hundred  tons  of  wire 
a year,  and  made  the  first  gimlet-pointed  screws. 
Lorenzo  Bidwell  assisted  in  their  invention,  and 
the  machinery  for  the  manufacture  was  made  in 
the  shop.  The  firm  rented  power  to  Isaac  Beers 
and  other  comb  makers,  and  also  to  Loren  and 
LeGrand  Platt,  brothers  and  cousins  to  William 
Platt,  lor  the  manufacture  of  buttons.  The  busi- 
ness was  finally  wound  up  in  1856,  and  the  shop 
was  sold  to  the  Rubber  Company,  who  tore  it 
down  and  flooded  its  site.  In  1849  John  Dick 
went  to  California,  where  he  was  first  alcalde 
and  then  judge  of  court,  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  a prominent  man  generally.  He  was 
interested  in  mining  ventures,  and  was  sent  as 
delegate  to  the  Philadelphia  Convention  that 
nominated  hig  friend,  John  C.  Fremont,  as  a 
Presidential  candidate,  which  was  the  only  time 
he  visited  his  boyhood  home  John  never  mar- 
ried, and  died  at  Oroville,  Cal.,  in  December, 
■8/3,  aged  fifty-nine  years.  Mr.  Dick's  picture 
in  his  later  years  represents  him  as  clean-shaven, 
like  his  father  before  him,  though  when  he  at- 
tended the  Philadelphia  Convention  he  wore  a 
luxuriant  beard. 

Charles  L.  Dick  went  to  the  war  in  1861,  and 
died  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  Va.,  December  22,  1862, 
aged  forty-seven.  He  married  Sarah  Meigs,  of 
Oxford. 


T/-JLLIAM  J.  DICK  was  born  September 
JFJr  12,  1822,  in  Newtown.  Joseph  Dick,  his 
father,  was  an  active  business  man  of  the  town 
sixty  years  ago,  being  connected  with  Josiah  San- 
ford in  the  manufacture  of  broadcloths,  cassi- 
meres  and  satinets,  at  Sandy  Hook.  He  was 
called  from  earth  October  5,  1846,  aged  fifty- 
nine  years.  His  first  wife,  Sarah,  died  Septem- 
ber 24,  1820,  and  his  second  wife.  Electa,  passed 
away  April  18,  1855,  aged  seventy  years.  Of 
his  children  we  have  record  of  the  following  de- 
ceased: Clarissa  A.  Wheeler  died  August  26, 


1851,  aged  twenty-six  years;  Charles  L.  died  at 
Harper’s  Ferry,  Va.,  December  22,  1862,  aged 
forty-seven;  and  John,  at  Oroville,  Cal.,  in  De- 
cember, 1873,  aged  fifty-nine. 

William  J.  Dick  received  a common-school 
and  academic  education,  completing  the  course 
at  Chilton  Hill  Seminary,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.  He 
was  engaged  in  mechanical  and  manufacturing 
pursuits,  traveled  extensively,  visiting  nearly 
every  State  and  Territory  in  the  Union,  and  for 
twenty-six  years  was  the  proprietor  and  manager 
of  the  famous  “Dick  Hotel,"  at  Newtown,  said 
to  have  been  one  of  the  best  country  hotels  in 
Connecticut.  He  was  well-adapted  for  the  busi- 
ness, and  made  a great  success  at  it,  being  a typ- 
ical landlord  of  the  olden  type,  and  was  original 
in  his  ideas  and  methods  of  doing  business.  The 
hotel  building,  which  so  long  bore  his  name,  is 
said  to  have  been  built  by  Doctor  Perry  about 
1790,  and  its  successor  is  the  beautiful  and  com- 
modious “ Newtown  Inn.”  Mr.  Dick  retired  from 
business  some  years  before  his  death.  He  was 
twice  married,  (first)  to  Caroline  Candee,  who  was 
born  in  1826.  and  died  in  1858,  and  (second)  to 
Mary  E.  Beardsley.  There  were  four  children 
by  the  first  marriage,  all  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Mr.  Dick  held  various  local  offices,  was  a justice 
of  the  peace,  member  of  the  burgess  board  of 
Newtown,  and  president  of  the  cemetery  asso- 
ciation. 


MrOSES  PARSONS  (deceased)  was  a promi- 
nent  citizen  and  business  man  of  Newtown 
during  the  first  half  of  the  present  century.  Born 
May  9,  1794.  at  Warehouse  Point,  Conn.,  Mr. 
Parsons  was  a son  of  William  Parsons. 

Moses  Parsons  when  a boy  went  to  Danbury, 
where  he  learned  the  hatter’s  trade,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  came  to  Sandy  Hook,  Fair- 
field  county,  where  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
hats,  continuing  in  this  business  until  some  years 
just  before  the  Civil  war.  He  farmed  to  some 
extent  in  connection  therewith,  and  after  aban- 
doning the  hatting  business  engaged  in  agriculture 
more  extensively.  In  1832  be  was  one  of  the 
representatives  from  Newtown  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature; in  iS46he  served  as  selectman;  in  1855, 
on  the  organization  of  the  Newtown  Savings 
Bank,  he  was  one  of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  September  5,  1875,  he  was 
vice-president  of  that  institution.  Mr.  Parsons 
was  active  in  Church  work,  serving  at  one  time 
as  warden  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church.  In  his 
political  views,  he  was  first  a Whig  and  afterward 
a Republican.  . 

For  his  first  wife,  our  subject  married  Mary 
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Stowe,  who  died  June  19,  1822,  in  her  twenty- 
eighth  vear,  leaving  no  children.  His  second  wife 
was  Huldah  Adams,  whose  death  occurred  Septem- 
ber 16,  1839,  when  she  was  in  her  thirty-seventh 
year.  Their  children  were:  William  A. ; Mary 

E. , who  married  Julius  Sanford,  formerly  of 
Newtown:  Edward  A.,  who  died  in  November, 
1898,  aged  seventy-two  years,  at  New  Haven, 
Conn.:  Charlotte  S.,  who  married  John  P.  Beers, 
of  New  Haven  (he  is  now  deceased,  as  is  also 
their  only  son,  Charles  H.);  and  John  D.  For 
his  third  wife,  Moses  Parsons  married  Mary 
Emily,  a daughter  of  Andrew  Andrews,  of  Bethel. 
She  was  born  in  1816,  and  died  November  7, 
1S00.  Of  the  children  bv  the  last  marriage: 
Catherine  C.  died  in  July,  1 SSo,  aged  thirty-eight 
years:  Charles  M.  is  referred  to  farther  on;  Rev. 
Arthur  T.,  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  is  the  rector 
of  a Church  in  Thomaston.  Conn. : and  James  E. 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1897,  at  which  time  he  was  bookkeeper  in 
the  Yale  National  Bank,  New  Haven. 

Charles  M.  Parsons  is  a farmer,  residing  at 
the  Parsons  homestead,  at  Sandy  Hook.  When 
a voung  man  he  entered  the  United  States  army 
during  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  Company  F, 
Eighth  Conn.  V.  1.,  in  which  he  temained  until 
honorably  discharged.  Some  years  later  he  was 
tor  several  years  engaged  in  surveying  for  Daniel 
G.  Beers,  in  the  map  business.  He  taught 
school  for  some  years,  and  finally  settled  down 
to  farm’ing.  Mr.  Parsons  married  Nellie  E., 
daughter  of  C.  Lawrence  Mitchell,  and  the  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union  are:  Herbert  A.,  L. 
Birdsey,  Ethel  G.  and  Pearl  F.  Mrs.  Parsons 
died  in  June,  1892,  aged  thirty-two  years.  Mr. 
Parsons  was  the  first  senior  warden  at  St.  John’s 
Episcopal  Church,  at  Sandy  Hook.  For  many 
years  he  served  as  a member  of  the  school 
board  of  education  of  the  town  of  Newtown. 


T\  BEL  B.  PR1NDLE,  formerly  of  Newtown, 
jWL  was  bom  July  24,  1814,  on  his  late  farm, 
whereon  resided  his  father  and  grandfather  be- 
fore him. 

Mr.  Prindle  was  a son  of  Abel  Prindle,  and  a 
grandson  of  Jonathan  Prindle.  who  was  a tailor 
by  trade,  and  bought  the  farm  mentioned,  of 
Thomas  Chambers,  in  1700,  soon  after  his  mar- 
riage to  Damarias  Peck.  Their  children  were: 
Sarah,  who  married  Daniel  Terrill  and  went  to 
Wheeling,  W.  Va.;  Jerusha,  married  to  Abel 
Stilson;  Lucy  and  Anna,  who  remained  single; 
Abel,  referred  to  farther  on;  Lemuel,  deceased 
when  young;  Lemuel  (2),  who  resided  on  the 
home  farm;  and  Keziah,  wife  of  Ezekial  John- 


son. The  father  of  these  was  a pronounced 
Episcopalian,  a member  of  Trinity  Church.  He 
died  in  1813. 

Abel  Prindle,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
I born  in  1760.  He  learned  the  tailor's  trade, 

I which  he  followed  the  greater  part  of  his  life, 

: also  carrying  on  farming  operations.  He  was  an 
I officer  in  the  local  militia,  was  a substantial  citi- 
I zen,  held  in  high  regard,  and  was  a member  of 
I the  Episcopal  Church.  He  married  Ruth, 
daughter  of  Abner  Griffin,  and  their  children 
were:  Anna;  and  Abel  B.,  our  subject.  The 
father  died  in  April,  1818,  and  the  mother  on 
April  5,  1864,  in  her  eighty-seventh  year. 

Abel  B.  Prindle  in  his  youth  attended  the 
I neighborhood  schools.  He  served  seven  years 
I as  an  apprentice  to  the  trade  of  comb  maker; 

I then  went  into  a store  in  Newtown  village  and 
I was  there  employed  from  1832  to  1835.  His 
I emplover  having  failed,  young  Prindle  then 
I taught  school  in  Flat  Swamp  District,  receiving 
j for  his  services  nine  dollars  per  month,  following 
i which  he  taught  in  Centre  District,  at  twenty 
| dollars  per  month.  He  taught  in  other  districts, 
i including  eight  or  ten  terms  in  his  home  district, 

I and  he  was  considered  one  of  the  best  and  most 
1 successful  teachers  in  the  locality.  While  teach- 
I ing  in  his  home  school  he  had  for  one  of  his  pu- 
' pils  John  W.  Toucey,  who  became  a man  of 
considerable  note.  Our  subject  taught  from 
1835  to  1848,  then  abandoned  the  profession  for 
a decade,  when  he  again  went  into  “the 
harness,  ” and  taught  a period  at  Sandy  Hook. 
From  i860  to  1868  he  followed  civil  engineering 
in  the  map-publishing  business,  with  Silas  . an 
Fred.  W.  Beers,  and  was  so  employed  from  1865 
to  1868,  for  Beers,  Ellis  & Soule.  He  worked 
in  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  1 e 
York  and  Connecticut.  From  that  time  on  up 
to  about  the  time  of  his  demise  he  was  eng  ( 
in  public  and  private  work  in  his  line, 
ically,  he  was  in  his  early  life  a Democr  t,  then 
a Whig  after  about  1837.  and  Ialera  JLlmaD 
In  1872  and  1873  he  served  as  first . e , u 
and  in  1874  he  represented  the  town  in  t 
Mature;  w as  school  visitor  twelve  years  or  more 
and.  for  probably  the  same  length  o • 

In  all  of  these  trusts  he  proved  himself  a.,.^ 

factory  officer,  and  was  held  in  g charfe 

respect  by  his  fellow  citizens.  the  ,ime  of 
of  the  settling  of  many  estateE.e  Newtown  Sav- 
his  decease  he  was  auditor  o 
ings  Bank,  and  had  been  a dire^°of  Trinity 
In  religious  faith  he  was  a m member 

Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Prindle  Jed 

i6,  1898,  aged  eighty-four  year-.  was 


On  December  3C  J^43>  our 
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married  to  Betsey  A.  Glover,  a daughter  of  Silas 
Glover,  and  granddaughter  of  Capt.  Solomon 
Glover,  To  the  marriage  have  come  two  chil- 
dren: Julia  M.;  and  Robert  Morris  (a  civil  en- 
gineer;, who  died  in  1873,  aged  twenty-two 
years. 


MrARTIK  K.  OSBORN,  whose  death  oc- 
_ J.  curred  on  April  10,  1878,  was  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  Fairfield  county.  Born  in 
1818  in  Brookfield,  Mr.  Osborn  was  a son  of 
Ezra  and  Rachel  < Kellogg;  Osborn,  whose  other 
children  were:  Henry  B..  Ezra  B.,  and  Orrin  H. 

Marlin  K.  Osborn  married,  January  15.  1840, 
Lois  Vail,  a daughier  of  Oliver  Vail,  of  Stony 
Hill  District,  Bethel,  and  their  children  were:  (1) 
Mary  E.,  born  December  19,  1842,  died  April 
11,  1 888:  she  married  Lemuel  Beach  Clark,  a 
sketch  of  whom  follows.  (2)  Charles  B.,  born 
November  8,  1840,  was  killed  in  battle  at  Sharps- 
burg,  Md.,  September  19,  1862.  The  mother 
of  these  survives.  The  father  was  a farmer, 
and  resided  in  Stony  Hill  District,  of  the 
town  of  Bethel;  he  dealt  largely  in  cattle,  and 
was  an  active,  energetic  man  of  affairs;  in  his 
political  views,  he  was  a Republican. 

Lemuel  Beach  Clark,  mentioned  above,  is 
a son  of  Zachariah  Clark,  who  was  born  August 
27,  1808,  and  was  married,  May  4,  1831,  to 
Sarah  Ann  Camp,  who  was  born  February  14, 
1811,  a daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Sarah  Camp. 
Three  children  came  of  this  union:  Lemuel  B. 
(1),  born  September  27,  1832,  died  July  14, 
1834;  Lemuel  B.  (2),  born  May  7,  1837;  and 
Sherman  Beers,  born  September  11,  1843,  died 
March  to,  188;.  The  mother  of  these  died 
June  23,  1854,  and  the  father  on  December  24, 
1854,  wedded,  for  his  second  wife,  Sarah  Ann 
■Gregory.  He  died  February  27,  1875,  his  widow 
in  November,  1890. 

Lemuel  B.  Clark  married,  March  23,  1864, 
Mary  E.  Osborn,  and  two  children  were  born  to 
"them,  as  follows:  Jennie  E.,  March  22, 1865;  and 
Fred  Beers,  January  23,  1868.  The  last  named 
was  married,  August  29,  1894,  to  Nellie  Tomp- 
son, and  two  children  were  born  to  them: 
Bertha  E.  and  Fred  B.,  both  living.  The  father 
•was  called  from  earth  November  9,  1896. 


MON.  WILLIAM  N.  NORTHROP,  who  has 

long  been  a man  of  prominence,  and  a 

leading  citizen  of  Newtown,  Fairfield  count)',  is 
a son  of  Walter  Northrop,  whose  family  history 
is  set  forth  in  the  sketch  of  the  Northrop  family. 
William  N.  Northrop  was  born  July  1 5,  1829, 


and  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
home  district,  Head  of  Meadow,  Newtown.  He 
also  attended  the  select  school  of  Harry  Peck,  in 
Taunton  District,  having  as  schoolmates  John 
M.  Toucey,  Robert  T.  and  Sylvester  Clarke,  and 
Judge  Charles  A.  Briscoe.  He  left  school  when 
about  seventeen,  and  began  keeping  books  in  a 
store  at  Saugatuck.  In  1855  he  went  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  soon  afterward  bought  fifty 
acres  of  the  place  on  which  he  now  lives,  to 
which  he  has  since  gradually  added  until  he  has 
now  an  excellent  farm  of  upward  of  two  hundred 
acres,  and  he  has  given  his  attention  exclusively  to 
the  fattening  of  fine  cattle.  Mr.  Northrop  is  a 
self-made  man,  and  can  take  pride  in  the  success 
he  has  attained.  He  has  ever  been  an  ardent 
Democrat,  of  the  Jacksonian  type,  has  taken 
quite  an  active  interest  in  politics  and  public 
affairs,  and  it  is  safe  to  sav  that  he  is  to-day,  and 
has  been  for  thirty  years  past,  the  foremost  and 
most  influential  Democrat  in  Newtown.  His 
ability  in  public  lines  has  been  recognized  by  his 
fellow-citizens,  who  have  at  various  times  placed 
him  in  official  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  and  he 
has  as  often  satisfactorily  and  ably  filled  the 
same.  He  has  served  the  town  as  constable,  as- 
sessor, justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  other  minor 
offices.  In  1875  he  was  elected  first  selectman, 
and  for  eight  years  he  was  annually  chosen  to 
the  same  office.  In  1 88 1 he  was  nominated  and 
elected  State  senator  for  the  Fifteenth  District, 
and  ably  represented  his  constituents  in  that 
body  for  two  years,  serving,  the  first  year,  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Capitol  Buildings, 
Furniture  and  Grounds.  During  the  second 
vear  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Roads 
and  Bridges.  Since  1883  Mr.  Northrop  has.been 
town  auditor.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Newtown  Savings  Bank,  and  a stockholder  and 
director  in  the  Newtown  Agricultural  Society. 

On  May  15,  1855.  Mr.  Northrop  was  married 
to  Julia,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Eveline  Lamber- 
ton,  of  Westport,  Conn.  The  marriage  has  been 
blessed  with  children  as  follows:  Eliza,  Charles 

Henry,  John  James,  and  Mary  Hattie. 


CHAMBERS.  Thomas  Chambers,  the  first  of 
the  name  to  settle  in  Newtown,  removed 
from  the  State  of  New  York  about  1736,  settling 
at  the  head  of  Newtown  Street.  He  had  twelve 
children,  whose  names,  with  dates  of  birth,  are 
as  follows:  Mary,  May  14.  > 743;  Asa,  Novem- 

ber 3,  1744;  Abigail,  March  12,  1746;  Jesse,  Dec. 

1 , 1 747;  Nathan,  Aug.  20, 1750:  Charles(or  James), 
July  to,  1752;  Thomas,  July  7,  1754;  Ann,  April 
29,  1 756;  Jemimah,  December  3 1 • *757!  Elladah, 
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March  22,  1760;  Amerillis,  May  10,  1762;  and 
Joseph,  August  )6,  1764.  The  elder  children  I 
had  grown  to  manhood  and  womanhood  in  the  I 
stirring  times  of  the  Revolution,  and  three  of  i 
them  died  during  the  war — Jesse  and  Nathan  in 
the  British  army,  and  James  in  the  American 
service.  Mary,  the  eldest  child,  married  Dr. 
William  Warner,  and  went  to  Waterbury.  Her-  1 
mon  Warner,  one  of  her  sons,  was  for  a long  1 
time  deputy  sheriff  of  Fairfield  county,  and  proved  | 
a first-class  officer.  His  son,  Judge  Charles  C.  I 
Warner,  was  sacred  to  Newtown.  Jemimah.  the  ' 
fourth  daughter  of  Thomas  Chambers,  became  the  1 
second  wife  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Warner,  who  lived  i 
in  New  Milford,  in  what  is  now  Bridgewater;  and 
Joseph,  the  youngest  son,  located  in  Newtown,  ! 
afterward  removing  to  Redding.  Elladah  died  1 
there,  but  Joseph  went  on  to  central  New  York,  ! 
the  then  “western  wilderness.’-  1 

Asa  Chambers,  father  of  the  late  Thomas  O.  1 
Chambers,  of  Newtown,  built  the  house  in  Zoar  i 
where  Thomas  O.  lived,  and  died  there  when  | 
nearly  ninety  years  of  age.  Asa  Chambers  mar-  - 
ried  a Miss  Adams,  by  whom  he  had  three 
daughters — Chloe,  Lucy  and  Polly.  Lucy  mar-  i 
ried  a Mr.  day.  went  to  Vermont,  and  then  to 
Salem,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.  Her  son.  Alonzo  ; 
Gray,  married  a daughter  of  Joseph  Hawley,  who 
went  there  iiom  Bridgeport,  and  his  widow,  a ; 
much-respected  lady,  is  now  living  in  Salem.  1 
Mrs.  Chambers  died  of  smallpox,  and  after  re-  ! 
ntaining  a widower  thiee  years  Asa  Chambers  : 
married,  in  1793,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Clifford,  a 1 
widow,  whose  maiden  name  was  Osborn,  her  1 
home  being  in  Oxford,  where  she  remained  until  1 
after  her  first  marriage,  then  removed  to  Strat-  1 
field  (now  Bridgeport),  when  there  were  but  two 
houses  in  the  place.  The  Cliffords  had  three  , 
children — Hannah.  Daniel  and  Leverit.  Hannah 
married  Captain  Allen,  an  old  sea  captain  of  sail- 
ing vessels,  and  had  three  sons  who  became  ship-  1 
masters.  1 

The  late  Thomas  O.  Chambers  was  born  I 
September  5,  1795.  and  died  July  23.  1 S3 3,  both 
events  occurring  in  the  old  house  at  Zoar.  He  I 
was  the  only  child  born  to  Doctor  Asa  and  I 
Elizabeth  f Clifford ) Chambers.  He  was  edu-  ! 
cated  in  Zoar  District  school,  also  in  Naugatuck  - 
(then  Waterbury).  and  when  about  seventeen 
vears  old  commenced  teaching  school.  For  I 
eight  or  nine  rears  he  taught  in  Monroe,  then  in  1 
Southbury,  in  Lake  George  District  two  seasons, 
in  Oxford,  and  was  teaching  in  Zoar  District  1 
when,  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  December  2.  1 S 1 9 . • 
he  married  bat  ah  Curtis,  who  was  born  March  7.  I 
1802.  Her  father  lived  where  Charles  Curtis  ) 
has  his  home.  1 


In  1833  Mr.  Chambers  went  trafficking  in  the 
the  South,  and  for  some  fifteen  years  he  followed 
that  business  seven  months  in  the  year,  going 
south  in  the  fall  of  each  year,  and  dealing  in  car- 
riages, wagons,  etc.  He  had  yards  and  sheds  in 
Newbern,  N.  C.  His  second  son.  Doctor  Cor- 
nelius, a bright  young  man,  died  there.  Thomas 
O.  Chambers’  modest  ambition,  however,  was 
to  be  a farmer.  He  served  in  the  Legislature  in 
1848  or  ’49.  The  children  born  to  Thomas  0. 
Chambers  were  as  follows:  Henry  R.,  born  No- 
vember 3,  1820;  (Doctor)  Cornelius,  September 
2,  1822;  Jane  Elizabeth,  February  6,  1825;  and 
Frederick,  August  27,  1833.  Of  these, 

Henry  R.  Chambers  went  to  Waterbury 
about  the  time  his  father  went  south.  He  was 
bound  out  for  five  years  in  the  woolen-mill  of 
De  Forest  is  Co.,  but  after  the  completion  of  his 
apprenticeship  the  building  svas  burned,  and  he 
then,  still  quite  a young  man,  worked  ai 
daguerreotyping  seven  years.  He  went  into 
partnership  with  Doctor  Blake,  and  has  since  so 
remained.  On  December  25,  1852,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Emeline  Munson.  Their  son,  Cornelius 
Clifford,  is  now’  in  the  office  of  the  firm  of  Cham- 
bers & Blake.  Jane  E.  was  married,  September 
7,  1850,  to  Eli  J.  Morris,  of  Newtown.  Fred- 
erick is  a resident  of  Zoar  District,  town  of  New- 
town. Besides  learning  surveying,  he  taught 
school  for  seven  years  during  his  younger  man- 
hood. On  October  23.  1862,  he  married  Miss 
Betsie  M.  Burritt,  daughter  of  Fairchild  Burritt, 
a large  Roxburv  farmer,  and  their  children  arc: 
Susie  Sturges,  born  April  30,  1 864;  Jennie  Mot  - 
ris,  July  18,  1868;  Sarah  Burritt,  December  1 5, 
1869;  and  Elizabeth  Burritt,  January  6,  1876. 


0.AV1D  H.  JOHNSON,  who  died  in  Newtown 
_J  February  24,  1874,  aged  fifty-nine  years, 
was  a son  of  John  and  Clarissa  (Peck)  Johnson, 
who  died  March  8,  1845.  aged  sixty-three,  and 
August  29,  JS45,  aged  sixty-two,  respectively. 

Our  subject  was  for  many  years  a merchant 
in  Newtown  village,  and  the  local  press,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  remarked,  in  substance:  "In 
his  death  Newtown  loses  one  of  its  best  citizens, 
one  who  possessed  the  noble  traits  of  manhood, 
as  his  acts  and  dealings  with  his  fellow-men  har  e 
fully  shown.  Mr.  Johnson  lived  a little  past 
the  prime  of  life,  and  during  most  of  this  time 
was  engaged  in  active  business,  and  by  all  who 
knew  him  was  considered  an  honorable,  upright, 
and,  to  young  business  men,  a model,  merchant. 
In  politics,  he  was  always  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party.  At  different  times  he  held 
positions  of  honor  and  trust.  Among  these  it 
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may  be  mentioned  that  he  was  representative  to 
the  Legislature  (in  1855),  and  for  many  years 
was  the  town  treasurer.  Always  generous,  in  a 
quiet  way,  his  gifts  to  the  Church  were  liberal.” 
Mr.  Johnson  was  twice  wedded,  both  wives  being 
daughters  of  Abel  Beerr.  His  first  marriage  was 
with  Esther  Beers,  who  died  November  2S, 
1863,  aged  forty-nine  years,  and  his  second  was 
with  Rebecca  Beers,  who  passed  away  June  3, 
1890.  There  were  no  children  by  either  mar- 
riage. 


SALLU  PELL  B A R X U M . Fort  v or  fifty  years 
‘ ago  the  name  of  Barnum  was  well-known  to 
this  part  of  Connecticut,  ii  not  to  the  State  gen- 
erally. 

Newtown  has  ever  doted  not  a little  on  its 
commanding  and  beautiful  town  site.  Its  loca- 
tion and  surroundings  have  made  it  an  ideal  sum- 
mer resort,  and  its  well-appointed  hotels  have  not 
been  the  least  attractive  to  summer  visitors. 
Less  than  a decade  ago  the  late  William  J.  Dick, 
after  a successful  term  of  twenty-five  years  as 
the  proprietor  of  the  well-known  and  popular 
" Dick  House,”  retired.  His  predecessor  at  the 
same  stand  for  years  was  the  gentleman  whose 
name  opens  this  sketch.  Every  one  in  that  day 
knew  "Pell  ” Barnum  as  the  genial  landlord  in 
Newtown  village. 

Mr.  Barnum  was  born  September  2,  180S, 
and  October  3,  183).  married  Laura  Fairchild, 
born  November  24,  1811  Their  children  were: 
Catharine  J.,  born  January  8,  1834.  in  Danbury; 
David  Beach,  born  February  21,  1837,  in  New- 
town; and  Sarah  Frances,  born  May  14,1845,  in 
Newtown.  It  appears  that  in  and  about  the 
year  1854-  Mr.  Barnum  was  town  clerk.  The 
son,  David  Beach  Barnum.  was  reared  in  New- 
town, where  he  clerked  in  the  store  of  Henry 
Sanford.  He  became  connected  with  the  Adams 
Express  Company,  and  "rose  from  the  ranks” 
to  be  its  treasurer,  with  headquarters  in  New 
York  City,  where  his  death  occurred.  Sallu  P. 
Barnum  died  July  26,  1872,  in  his  sixty-fourth 
year;  his  wife  passed  away  April  15,  1861.  aged 
forty-nine  years. 


LAMSON  BIRCH  LAKE,  whose  death  oc- 
_ curred  March  9,  1S9;.  was  one  of  Newtown’s 
respected  citizens.  He  was  born  December  23, 

1 834,  a son  of  Philo  Lake  and  Polly  (Birch)  Lake. 

Lamson  B.  Lake  descended  from  Newtown’s 
early  settlers.  At  the  death  of  his  parents  four 
children  were  left  orphans:  Hannah  (Mrs.  John  I 
Hubbard),  now  of  Meriden,  Conn.;  Catherine,  I 
81 


second  wife  of  the  late  Amos  Hard;  Ezra;  and 
Lamson  B.  The  latter,  who  was  the  youngest, 
was  taken  in  charge  bv  his  grandfather,  Lamson 
Birch.  For  years  our  subject  was  one  of  a sur- 
veying corps,  then  was  a teacher.  On  April  22, 
i860,  he  married  Sarah  Maria  Beers,  who  was 
born  February  4,  1836,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Roxy  A.  Beers,  of  Coldspring.  Newtown.  Soon 
afterward  Mr.  Lake  bought  the  place  where 
about  half  of  his  fife  was  spent.  This  wife  died 
May  27,  1870,  leaving  three  children:  Carrie 
Louisa,  born  May  28,  1861;  Frederick  Beers, 
born  August  1 1 , 1864;  and  Catherine  Augusta, 
born  January  29,  1866,  The  mother  of  these 
died  of  pneumonia.  May  27,  1870,  and  April  19, 
1871,  Mr.  Lake,  for  his  second  wife,  married 
Sylvia  Maria  Beers,  who  was  born  March  6, 
1842,  a daughter  of  Norman  and  Betsey  Beers, 
of  Palestine,  Newtown.  By  this  union  were 
born  two  daughters:  Grace  Elizabeth,  March  8, 
1873,  an(f  Florence  Amelia,  January  2,  1880. 
The  eldest  daughter,  Carrie  Louisa. was  married, 
February  21,  1884,  to  Frank  Augustus  Mallette, 
of  Monroe,  who  was  born  in  Trumbull.  October 
27,  1856:  they  have  no  children.  Frederick,  the 
son,  died  July  8,  1885,  of  consumption.  The 
second  daughter,  Catherine  Augusta,  was  mar- 
ried October  10,  1889,  to  William  Camp  John- 
son, who  was  born  June  16,  1862,  in  Newtown; 
they  have  no  children.  The  third  daughter, 
Grace  Elizabeth,  as  were  also  her  sisters  Carrie 
and  Catherine  before  marriage,  is  a popular 
school  teacher,  and  is  to  teach  in  Greenwich 
Academy,  Greenwich,  Conn.,  the  coming  year. 
The  fourth  daughter,  Florence  Amelia,  is  at- 
tending school. 

Mr.  Lake  was  a progressive  farmer,  and  en- 
joyed the  life  that  grew  out  of  his  occupation. 
Exemplary  in  his  daily  life,  upright  in  his  deal- 
ings between  man  and  man,  of  strong  Christian 
principles,  he  left  behind  a memory  sweet  with 
the  fragrance  that  flows  from  the  strong  purpose 
to  do  that  which  commends  itself  to  God  rather 
than  to  man. 


AVID  G.  PENFIELD,  who  in  his  lifetime 
was  a wholesale  grocer  and  one  of  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  the  city  of  Danbury,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  New  Fairfield,  Conn.,  August 
8,  1S42. 

The  Penfield  family  are  of  English  origin,  but 
for  generations  have  resided  in  Fairfield  county. 
Thaddeus  Penfield,  the  grandfather  of  David  G., 
was  a native  of  Fairfield,  whence  on  reaching 
manhood  he  removed  to  the  town  of  New  Fair- 
field,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  His' 
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wife  was  Hannah  Beardsley,  and  their  children  I Knight,  and  practiced  his  profession  at  Essex, 
were  Levi  and  Lydia.  The  former  was  born  in  the  I Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1886.  He  married  Susan 
town  of  New  Fairfield,  September  t,  1807,  was  | E.  Williams,  who  was  born  in  Essex,  daughter 
brought  up  on  a farm,  and  December  24,  1835,  I William  Williams,  a sea  captain.  Samuel 
was  married  to  Eunice  Giddings,  who  was  born  I Williams  was  the  maternal  great-grandfather  of 
June  3.  1807.  at  Sherman,  daughter  of  James  A.  1 our  subject,  and  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
and  Eunice  (Penfieldl  Giddings.  To  this  mar-  1 subject’s  mother  was  Asa  Pratt,  an  influential 
riage  were  born  the  following  children:  Thad-  1 man  in  the  Revolutionary  war;  so  that  Judge 
■deus,  who  died  in  childhood;  David  G..  our  sub-  I Hough  comes  under  the  head  of  “Sons  of  the 
ject;  and  Sophia,  who  is  a physician  at  Danbury.  I Revolution.’’  The  Williams  family  are  of  old 
Levi  Penfield,  the  father  of  these,  was  a farmer  | English  stock.  Dr.  Alanson  H.  Hough  and  his 
throughout  life.  He  was  a substantial  man  of  ! wife  reared  a family  of  seven  children,  named 
-the  community  in  which  he  lived,  and  possessed  respectively:  William  C. , Abbie  P..  Adelle, 

■of  considerable  ability.  In  politics  he  was  a Benezet  A.,  Niles  P.,  GraceS.,  and  Charles  S. 
Democrat,  and  represented  the  county  in  the  William  C.  was  a manufacturer  of  woolen  goods 
State  Legislature,  making  an  efficient  and  able  1 at  Essex,  but  is  now  retired;  Abbie  P.  married 
legislator.  His  death  occurred  June  9,  1851,  Joseph  C.  Wrightman,  a Baptist  minister  at 
from  an  injury  received  on  the  farm.  Taunton.  Mass.,  where  he  died;  Adelle  married 

David  G.  Penfield  passed  hts  youth  until  six-  J.  E.  Redfield  (now  deceased),  a prominent  busi- 
teen  years  of  age  on  the  farm,  attending  in  sea-  1 ness  man  of  Essex  in  his  day.  and  president  of 
■son  the  district  schools.  At  that  age  he  was  sent  1 the  bank  ; Niles  P.  was  teller  of  the  Phcenix  Bank 
to  school  at  Danbury  and  later  to  the  schools  at  1 at  Hartford,  and  is  now  a broker  in  that  city; 
Fulton.  Oswego  Co..  N.  V-.  remaining  in  school  1 Grace  S.  is  single;  Charles  S..  who  was  a bankerin 
•until  twenty-one.  He  learned  civil  engineering.  I Essex,  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six.  The  mother 
which  profession  he  commenced  to  follow  on  ; of  these  passed  away  in  1876,  a member  of  the 
leaving  school,  and  was  so  engaged  for  sixteen  Baptist  Church,  as  was  also  the  father;  in  poli- 
years.  He  did  work  on  the  Boston,  Hartford  & tics,  he  was  a Republican,  and  at  one  time  he 
Erie  railroad,  on  the  New  England  road,  and  on  i served  in  the  State  Legislature,  a member  of  the 
various  other  roads  in  New  York  and  Pennsvlva-  I Senate. 

nia.  In  1882  he  established  his  present  business  Benezet  A.  Hough,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
at  Danbfiry.  being  the  pioneer  wholesale  grocer  1 memoir,  was  born  May  20,  1842,  in  Essex,  Mid- 
of  the  city.  He  was  an  energetic  and  progiessive  I dlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  the  local  schools  of  which 
man,  by  push  and  energy  built  up  a large  busi-  | town  he  attended,  subsequently  preparing  him- 
ness,  and  enjoyed  a good  trade.  He  was  one  of  i self  for  college  at  Suffield.  For  about  three  win- 
the  solid  men  of  Fairfield  county,  where  he  was  I ters  he  taught  country  school,  and  then  entered 
extensively  known  as  a most  teputable  business  | brown  University,  class  of  ’65,  was  there  one 
man  and  one  of  the  best  citizens.  Mr.  Penfield  | year,  but  did  not  then  graduate.  In  August, 
was  an  advocate  of  temperance,  and  in  his  polit-  | 1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  24th  Conn.  Regt.,  Com- 
ical views  was  a Republican.  He  held  various  | panv  B,  and  accompanied  Banks'  expedition  to 
local  offices  at  different  times.  I New  Orleans.  Being  prostrated  with  typhoid 

On  February  2),  1868,  Mr.  Penfield  was  I fever,  he  was  confined  to  the  hospital  some  seven 

married  to  Helen  Morse,  who  was  born  October  i months;  was  discharged  September  30,  1863.  at 
10.  1848,  at  Danbury,  Conn.,  a daughter  of  Ira  I Middletown,  Conn.,  and  returned  home.  He 
Morse.  Two  childien  were  born  to  this  mar-  i then  went  back  to  Brown  University,  and  gradu- 
riage:  Percy  and  Allan,  born  in  1880  and  1885,  ated  with  the  class  of  ’66,  after  which  he  taught 

respectively.  On  May  20,  1897,  Mr.  Penfield  school  two  years,  during  which  experience  he  was 

died  suddenly.  first  assistant  at  the  Suffield  school.  In  1868  he 

1 entered  Albany  Law  School,  graduating  with  the 
I class  of  09.  after  which  he  came  to  Danbury  and 

JfUDGE  BENEZET  A.  HOUGH  comes  of  old  < became  a student  in  the  law  office  of  Nelson  L. 
New  England  stock,  his  father,  Alanson  H.  1 White,  with  whom  he  remained  until  the  spring 
Hough,  grandfathei  and  great-grandfather  1 of  1S70,  at  which  time  he  was  elected  assistant 
(both  named  Jabez'i  having  all  been  born  at  Boz-  clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  served 
rah,  New  London  6u.,  1 win.,  the  two  latter  1 through  the  term;  next  % ear  he  was  clerk  of  the 
serving  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  House,  and  following  year  was  clerk  of  the 

Dr.  Alanson  H.  Hough,  father  of  our  subject,  Senate.  Returning  to  Danbury,  he  was  ad- 
studied  medicine  at  New  Haven  under  Doctor  1 initted  to  the  Superior  Court  in  1872;  he  had 
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been  admitted  to  the  New  York  Supreme  Court 
in  1869.  In  1872  he  formed  a partnership  with 
David  Booth,  which  lasted  two  years,  since  when 
he  has  practiced  alone. 

Our  subject  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
he  was  elected  judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  serv- 
ing two  years.  He  also  served  as  police  judge 
of  the  borough  court;  also  as  city  court  judge 
until  May,  1896.  In  religious  faith,  he  and  his 
family  are  Baptists,  and  it  goes  without  saying 
that  he  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  popu- 
lar citizens  of  Danbury.  During  his  business  life 
in  Danbury  he  has  been  and  is  a director  in  vari- 
ous local  corporations:  The  National  Pahquioque 
Bank;  the  Gas  Company;  the  Street  Railroad 
Company;  and  the  Electric  Light  Company.  He 
has  also  served  on  the  board  of  the  high  school 
committee.  For  a long  period  he  served  his  po- 
litical party  as  chairman  of  the  Republican  town 
committee. 

On  October  31,  1877.  Judge  B.  A.  Hough 
was  married  to  Maria  S.  Starr,  daughter  of 
Charles  F.  Starr,  a farmer  and  miller  bv  occu- 
pation, and  children  as  follows  have  been  born 
to  them:  Mariette,  Susan  and  Julia. 


|\  LV1N  E.  BARBER,  M.  D.,  of  Bethel,  is 
one  of  those  men  who  may  be  said  to  have 
chosen  well.  Possessed  of  a kind  and  sym- 
pathetic nature,  a keen  sense  of  discrimination,  a 
natural  tastek  for  the  various  branches  of  the 
medical  profession,  he  has  by  years  of  study  and 
practice  risen  in  the  world. 

Doctor  Barber  was  born  in  the  town  of  Litch- 
field, Litchfield  Co..  Conn.,  April  7,  1831,  and 
received  his  literary  education  at  the  schools  of 
Torrington,  after  which  he  taught  for  a time  at 
Harwinton  and  Winsted.  He  then  entered  the 
medical  college  at  Woodstock,  Vt.,  for  a lecture 
term,  subsequently  taking  two  courses  at  Berk- 
shire Medical  College,  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  where 
he  graduated  in  1854.  After  practicing  in  Litch- 
field county  one  year,  he  removed  to  the  northern 
part  of  Long  Island,  and  remained  there  some 
ten  years  in  the  practice  of  his  profession;  but 
on  account  of  ill  health,  he  had  to  relinquish  it 
for  a time.  During  this  rest  he  did  not  remain 
idle,  for  he  took  a course  of  lectures  and 
matriculated  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  New  York  City.  Returning  to  active 
practice,  he  resided  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  one 
year,  removing  in  1871  to  Bethel,  where  he  has 
since  remained,  enjoying  a lucrative  clientele, 
and  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  physician 
in  the  borough.  In  1889  he  took  a post-graduate 
course  at  the  Polvclinic  in  New  York  City. 


Doctor  Barber  is  a member  of  the  State 
Medical  Society;  of  the  Fairfield  County  Medical 
Society,  and  of  the  Danbury  Local  Society.  He 
is  a member  of  and  examining  physician  for 
Bethel  Lodge,  Knights  of  Honor,  and  deputy 
coroner  and  health  officer  of  the  town  and  borough 
of  Bethel. 

In  November,  1854,  at  Torrington,  Conn., 
Doctor  Barber  was  married  to  Julia  A.  Birge, 
daughter  of  Allen  Birge,  of  Harwinton,  Conn., 
and  two  children  have  been  born  to  them:  Lizzie 
M.;  and  Minnie  B.,  married  to  Theodore  Smith, 
by  whom  she  has  two  children — Pauline  B.  and 
Clinton  Seeley.  The  family  are  all  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Bethel. 

Elizur  Barber,  father  of  Dr.  Alvin  E.  Barber, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Harwinton,  Litchfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  was  reared  a farmer  boy.  For 
many  years  prior  to  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he 
was  in  business  in  the  Southern  States,  carrying 
extensive  and  varied  lines  of  goods.  At  Torring- 
ton, Conn.,  he  married  Polly  Phelps,  daughter  of 
Evans  Phelps,  and  four  children  were  born  to 
them:  Adeline  (deceased);  Alvin  E.,  our  subject; 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  Rev.  Sidney  G.  Law,  chaplain 
for  the  Tombs,  New  York  City;  and  Myron  E. , 
proprietor  of  a handle  factory  at  Piqua,  Ohio. 
The  father  passed  his  later  years  at  T orrington, 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  which  place  he 
was  a consistent  member.  The  Barber  family 
come  of  English  ancestry,  and  in  early  days  re- 
moved from  Windsor,  Conn. , to  Litchfield  county, 
where  numerous  members  are  now  living. 


WILLIAM  S.  WORTMAN,  the  Republican 
j/jf  representative  of  the  Bethel  District  in 
the  Connecticut  Legislature,  and  a prominent 
manufacturer  of  Bethel,  was  born  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  September  8,  1857.  His  father,  Benja- 
min F.  Wortman,  married  Julia  A.  Butterfield, 
and  had  but  one  child,  William  S.  The  father 
dying,  the  mother  subsequently  married  James 
S.  Hosmer,  the  inventor  of  the  Hosmer  hat- 
sweat.  John  Wortman,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a Pennsylvania-Dutchman,  standing  six 
feet  three  inches  in  height,  was  “ cut  off  with  a 
shilling  ” by  his  father,  in  other  words  was  disin- 
herited. “ because  he  married  a Yankee  girl.” 
William  S.  Wortman,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  received  his  elementary  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  place,  subse- 
quently attending  Hiram  College,  part  of  the 
time  boarding  with  “ Grandma  Garfield.”  In 
February,  1876,  he  moved  to  Gloversville,  N. 
Y.,  and  there  learned  the  trade  of  steam-fitter 
and  plumber,  at  which  he  continued  until  the 
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spring  of  1885,  when  he  came  to  Bethel  and  en-  ; 
gaged  in  the  hal-sweat  manufacturing  industry,  i 
which  he  has  since  successfully  carried  on.  1 

On  October  26,  1888,  Mr.  Wortman  was  1 
married  to  Cora  Veeder.  and  two  children,  Julia  1 
A.  and  Ruth  V.,  have  been  born  to  them.  Our  1 
subject  is  a member  of  the  American  Mechanics,  1 
also  of  the  F.  6:  A.  M.,  Eureka  Lodge,  at  Bethel,  | 
and  of  Eureka  Chapter  and  Crusader  Com-  I 
mandery,  at  Danbury.  In  civic  affairs  he  is  a < 
member  of  the  hre  department.  For  four  years  j 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  school  board  of  : 
Bethel,  acting  school  visitor,  and  of  the  Putnam  1 
Memorial  Camp  Commission,  of  which  he  is  1 
superintendent,  and  took  a prominent  leadership  ' 
in  the  fight  for  good  school  houses.  In  the  fall 
of  1S96  he  was  elected  by  a majority  of  557  to 
represent  the  Bethel  District  in  the  Connecticut  1 
Legislature,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  State  League  Republican  Clubs,  j 
He  is  affiliated  with  various  other  societies,  and  ! 
is  held  in  high  esteem  bv  a host  of  friends  and  1 
acquaintances.  A recent  local  paper  says  of  t 
him.  I 

William  S.  Wortman,  the  Republican  representative-  1 
elecl  in  Bethel,  is  a well-known  gentleman  of  that  place. 
Among  the  young  Republican  workers  of  the  J-iUetnth  Lns-  ■ 
trie*.,  and  in  lact  the  whole  State,  there  are  lew  more  popular 
than  Mr.  Wortman.  * * * For  several  vears  past  he  has 
devoted  a good  share  of  his  lime  to  politics,  and  lias  done 
much  tor  the  Republican  parly.  In  different  portions  of  the  , 
Slate.  State  officials  have  recognized  his  ability  as  a strong 
Republican  worker,  one  not  afraid  to  take  off  his  coat  and  1 
get  right  into  the  work  where  Democratic  opposition  huliets 
were  flying  the  thickest. 


JrOHN  C.  LYNCH.  M.  D..  physician  and  | 
i surgeon,  Bridgeport,  Fairfield  county.  Con-  ’ 
necticut.  I 


ORRIN  BENEDICT,  of  Bethel,  a citizen  of  I 
whom  any  State  might  be  proud,  a man  j 
whose  presence  would  benefit  any  community,  | 
and  whose  name  would  reflect  honor  upon  any  1 
office  or  station,  is  a native  of  Connecticut,  born  | 
in  Danbury,  December  29,  1 8 J 7 . 1 

Mr.  Benedict  attended  'the  public  schools  of 
the  town  of  Danbury,  and  at  the  age  of  seven-  1 
teen  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  hat-  1 
making  with  Starr  Hoyt,  at  Danbury,  remaining  1 
with  him  some  four  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty-  1 
four  years  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  ' 
hats,  commencing  in  a small  way.  and  continuing 
in  business  in  Bethel  and  New  York  Citv  until 
1885,  employing  a large  force  of  men,  and  he  is 
remembered  as  one  of  the  pioneer  hat  manu-  1 
facturers  of  Bethel. 

On  October  10,  1S40,  Mr.  Benedict  was  1 


married,  in  Danbury,  to  Julia  Maria  Starr,  a 
daughter  of  Hugh  and  Anna  (Hoyt)  Starr,  and 
six  children  were  born  to  them,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Mr.  Benedict  is  a member  and 
vestryman  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Bethel, 
always  an  earnest  worker,  and  for  fifty-five  years 
giving  his  services  in  the  choii.  He  also  lor  a 
great  number  of  years  represented  the  parish  in 
Diocesan  conventions.  In  politics,  he  was  origin- 
ally a Whig.  and.  since  the  formation  of  the 
party,  has  been  a stanch  Republican;  was  a 
selectman  of  Danbury;  in  1868  was  a member  of 
the  Legislature  from  Danbury,  and  in  1890-91 
represented  Bethel  in  the  Legislature.  Socially, 
he  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M„  Eureka 
Lodge,  at  Bethel,  and  of  the  1.0.  0.  F.  When 
a young  man  he  served  as  captain  in  the  State 


militia. 

Orrin  Benedict  traces  his  descent  as  follows: 
(D  Thomas  Benedict,  an  only  son,  was  born  in 
Nottinghamshire,  England,  in  1617;  came  to 
New' England  in  J ; married  Mary  Brighum. 
and  lived  in  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  for  a time, 
later  removing  to  Southold,  L.  I.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Thomas.  John,  Samuel,  James, 

Daniel,  Elizabeth,  Mary.  Samuel  and  Rebecca, 
i'll)  James  Benedict,  born  at  Southold,  L.  L 
removed  with  his  paients  to  Norwalk,  Conn.  He 
was  one  of  the  eight  who  purchased  and  sett  e 
Danbury,  and  died  in  1717-  On  May  10,  1 / 1 
he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  and  -ara 
Gregory.  Issue:  Sarah.  Rebecca,  Phoebe,  Jamt- 
( first  white  child  born  in  Danbury),  John  (1) 
Thomas,  Elizabeth,  Hezekiab,  John  (2),  Davt 
James,  Obediah.  and  Dorcas,  fill)  James,  , 
diet,  born  in  1685,  married  Mary,  daughter 
Abraham  and  Sarah  (Porter)  Andrews  H*  «- 
a deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  a 
bury.  Children:  James,  Benjamin,  John.  H 
kiah,  Thomas.  Comfort.  Mary,  Phoebe,  and  Ab. 
gail.  (IV)  Hezekiah  Benedict  married  H 
Judd.  He  was  a Royalist  in  the  Rev »"  1 
war,  and  died  in  Schoharie  county,  V ^ ^ 
Jemima,  Hannah  and  Asahel.  ( ) - jn  ^ 
diet,  grandfather  of  our  subjec  . ^ (Djbble 

married,  November  25.  1 / / 3*  • j lived  and 

Tavlor,  widow  of  Timothy  Taylor.  jdu 

died  ..  Danbury.  CM*..: 

Daniel  Taylor,  and  Ira  (VJ)  • the  town  of 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  ber  3,. 

Danbury,  April  5.  1782;  marrt  , jssue; 

,801,  Olive,  daughter  of  Jf  HoJ  Lydia  Ann. 
Asahel.  born  in  ,805:  Abel  Hoyt,  ^ ^ 

and  Russell,  all  three  deceased,  a ^ 
was  a lifelong  farmer:  was  ? Connect!- 

and  at  one  time  was  a mem er  . 2 ,876. 

cut  Legislature.  He  died  December  2, 
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STIl-I.M  >N  I AM1I.Y.  T he  St  b-  ns  air  of 
hi  cl.  h Lngli'h  «?*•»'  * r> ! . an  j the  htM  of 
%s t.  rri  vs r fi.ivc  an  ,n  < < ont,  \.n<rnt  n. 

fjii.r  l i Aii.mi  j,  m.<k.i.g  Jus  N < w • \\  Li  Due 
at  M..i  t !.  I otiii  . I"-  i g i ;.r  of  the  i a?  A m ’.!  it  rs 
t.f  that  ivl  town 

A *•<  t;,  \ it.i  i-ri!  ht.;:-  n.  Jr  . w.th  other  Dm- 
Or*-.  ittt  Milford  an-1  i -me  to  Nrwt.  w n fatly  in 
t hr  srtt.cn. rnt  of  the  latter  plaic,  prior  to  17.U. 
He  had  ali<  ttrd  to  him  ia."d  on  wh;<  h fus  great- 
grand  laughter.  Mary  H.  St.l.v  n.  now  |i\r«.  ad- 
tai  rnt  to  t he-  \hiagr.  arid  < • 11  vs  fin  h at  th.it  tune 
M'  <-<J  a part  oj  t >»**  pn  jertv  in  whuh  she  now 
lives  - t.’.c  1 l«!cst  hoi;s<-  m tfir  t<  w n Th.e  ong- 
tnal  house  o n. prised  the  part  now  the  diimij- 
t'»  m and  hall  of  tier  present  leviilrmr.  her  gtatid- 
fath.er,  Ahel  Stilivm,  n.ak  ng  the  ad  !:tn  ns  to  it 
in  1 8 i 2 

A u. <»  r:t  Stills.. n,  Jr  . owned  several  large 
t fa.  is  < f l-tid.  being  one  of  the  r..h  11. en  of  the 
h wn.  He  was  a rnend.er  of  the  t . 1 gtegatu  rial 
A hart  h until  the  separat.oti  . f Ke\  John  heat  h 
from  th-t  Church,  whin  he  Oiamc  an  l pisco- 
pat.an.  and  remained  su.  h the  rest  of  (us  hfr- 
tin.r  He  married  Abigail  Fe<  k.  and  their  chil- 
dren Were  Ahel.  huiathali.  Jeall.  Fatthema, 

I hn  and  Sarah  Ann  \ruent  St.llsoti.  |r.. 
d.«d  Jafiuarv  J 7/7.  aped  Se  \ etit  V ■ t bree  \ears 
1 tie  next  generation  through  A Ik.*  I St. i. son 
1 who  married  Jerusha  Prindle  in  17801  were. 
I'othy  J , DavA.I,  Ahel.  i inathaii.  Sarah,  Anan, 
J‘  '.ham,  ls.,ac  and  Asa  Ahel  StiiNon  was  a 
v .'her,  and  served  in  the  Krvolutionarv  war. 
lie  dud  September  it.  I S j > . and  the  mother  on 
Ju,v  to,  it*„'i,  t )f  t)ir  < hildren.  I Dothv  J. 
d.e.f  when  a young  ladv  .'1  l 'avid  marned 
Betsr\  St.  John,  and  settled  in  Hattertown 
(the_\  were  the  patents  «f  mt.e  r hildren—  Mary 
Anri,  who  became  the  wife  of  l)avnl  Hawley,  of 
l-(  i.p’  Hi...  Phi  be  Ann,  who  married  I’hdo  B. 
Slurwo..!,  (d  Easton.  At’bv.  wile  id  I’eikins 
I'tcmh,  if  l.aston,  |ohn,  a sketih  id  whom  mi- 
rnchateiv  follows.  |erusha.  who  married  J'hilo 
B Stierw.M.d.  and  after  her  death  wedded  her 
1 ’he f.e  A , BctM-v.  vvile  id  Hetirv  Wake- 
ti.an,  of  Bridgeport,  and  H race.  Sidney,  and 
A.tred.  unmarried  Of  these  mnechildren  only  two 
J ' r -J s h a and  Alfred --are  now  1 ; v 1 r i pr  < . 1 s » At»el 
tT'**r r ltd  Sarah  Wetmore,  and  in  Oi;.  soon  after 
^:s  'carriage,  rn.ved  it. to  the  .Id  homestead. 


**n  i uved  there  the  rest  of  h-  !:f»  t rne.  The  chil- 


dren. I the  union  were  — 
Ahel,  Mary  B. 
•M  n ani  Mary  B.  never 
t'.d  homstj-a.p  Marv  B 
huiii.v  at  present  living 


l li  B . J oseph.  Toil y Ann, 
and  Anan.  Ahel.  Folly 
marr.ed.  hut  lived  at  the 
hemp  tiie  oniv  one  of  the 
Ahel  w as  a farmer  and  a 


n,an  of  g.  <- d natural  ability  He  was  a Christian 


li?85 

gentleman,  and  a man  highly  esteemed  by  the 
community  for  his  upright  and  honorable  life.  He 
was  a man  uf  huge  charity  and  pave  liberally  for 
su.  h purposes  He  was  one  of  the  best-read 
men  of  the  town,  ami  it  was  chiefly  through  his 
means  and  influence  that  the  Newtown  Library 
was  established  Both  he  and  Ins  sister  Po  iiy 
bft  their  property,  after  a life  interest.  to  the 
Bridgeport  Orphan  Asylum.  He  died  June  16, 
1887.  and  Folly  on  August  11.  t S 8 7 . 

Llnathan.  the  fourth  child  of  Abel  and 
Jerusha  Si  bison,  married  Polly  Wetmore,  a sis- 
ter of  his  brother  Ahel  s wife.  They  made  their 
borne  in  Newtown.  Five  children  were  the  result 
tins  union.  The  next  son,  Anan,  died  young. 
Jotharn  married  Kilen  Wells,  and  settled  in 
Bridgewater;  six  children  were  born  to  them. 
Sarah  died  in  middle  life,  and  Isaac  and  Asa 
lived  bachelors  near  the  old  homestead. 

The  descendants  of  the  persons  above  men- 
tioned ate  now  widely  separated,  and  are  to  be 
found  in  neatly  every  State  of  the  I’nion.  and  it 
gives  pleasure  to  record  that  most  of  them  have 
grown  up  to  he  useful  men  and  women,  living 
worthy,  helpful  lives,  an  honor  to  themselves, 
their  ancestors  a d their  M.ik'-r. 

John  Shi  1 si>s.  the  eldest  son  and  fifth  child 
of  I >.iv  id  and  Betsey  ( St.  John  > Stillson.  war  born 
in  Hattertown.  December  16.  i8zo,  and  died 
January  8,  1807,  being  one  of  the  oldest  cit- 
izens of  tfie  plare  He  was  in  direct  descent 
from  Vincent  Stillson,  the  only  person  of  that 
name  who  came  to  Connecticut  from  England 
and  settled  at  Milford  about  the  year  1700.  His 
grandfather.  Ahel  Stillson,  served  as  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  being  a member  of 
I". has  Dunning's  ?tb  Company,  13th  Regiment, 
of  Connecticut  Militia,  and  was  in  the  campaign 
around  New  York 

The  s 11  Inert  of  our  sketch  grew  up  a farmer 
arid  stock  dealer,  and  to  the  latter  business  he 
devoted  much  time  and  followed  it  for  many 
years,  making  frequent  trips  into  Northern  New 
York.  Vermont  and  Canada  for  cattle,  sheep  and 
horses,  which  he  sold  in  this  and  adjoining 
towns. 

On  October  10,  1S4Q,  Mr.  Stillson  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mary  E.  Sherman,  of  Monroe, 
and  soon  after  built  the  home  where  he  spent 
his  lifetime,  and  where  his  widow  and  only  son, 
Carl  >s  D.  land  wifei,  now  reside.  On  May  1 3, 
1S86.  Carlos  D.  was  married  to  Bertha  E.  Peck, 
daughter  of  H.  Augustus  Peck,  of  Berkshire;  they 
have  no  children.  John  Stillson  held  various 
town  offices,  and  was  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years.  He  was  very  fond  of  reading,  and 
had  a retentive  memory.  This  was  his  chief  di- 
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version  during  his  latter  years,  and  it  was  his 
proud  boast  that  he  never  owned  or  had  any 
occasion  to  use  a pair  of  glasses.  He  inherited 
the  natural  vigor  of  the  hardy  New  England  con- 
stitution, and  enjoyed  almost  perfect  health 
throughout  his  entire  lifetime.  He  was  naturally 
an  indulgent  and  kind-hearted  man,  a great 
friend  to  children,  a good  neighbor  and  an  hon- 
est citizen. 


EBENEZER  G.  BLACKMAN,  latea  respected 

and  esteemed  citizen  of  Middle  Gate  District, 

town  of  Newtown,  where  his  death  occurred 
October  28.  1892,  was  born  September  3,  1814, 
in  Newtown.  He  is  descended  on  both  sides 
from  old  families  in  this  section.  His  parents 
were  David  S.  and  Fanny  (Peck)  Blackman,  the 
mother  born  January  22,  1784,  a daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Lucy  (Ferris)  Peck. 

David  S.  Blackman,  son  of  John  Blackman, 
was  born  November  12,  1782.  He  was  ap- 
pointed ensign-bearer  of  the  Ninth  Regiment  of 
Connecticut  State  Militia,  February  18,  1806,  and 
for  his  bravery,  etc.,  was  promoted  to  lieutenant 
in  said  regiment,  September  1,  1806,  by  Johna- 
than Trumbull,  commander-in-chief.  He  was  a 
member  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  18,  and  was  exalted 
to  the  Royal  Arch  degree  in  Hiram  Chapter  No. 
1,  October  7,  1808;  was  married,  November  17, 
1802, 'to  Fanny  Peck,  who  was  born  January  22. 
1784,  a daughter  of  Isaac  and  Lucy  (Ferris) 
Peck,  and  their  family  consisted  of  three  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Isaac  and  Sally  Blackman 

(twins),  born  August  27-28,  1805;  Sally  died 
March  to,  1807,  aged  one  year,  six  months  and 
fourteen  days;  Isaac  died  March  25,  1875,  when 
in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a 
tailor  by  trade,  and  followed  the  business  through 
life,  farming  on  a small  scale  in  connection  with 
same.  In  his  political  views,  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. He  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Johnson,  of  Huntington  District,  but  had  no 
children.  She  is  buried  at  Bridgeport,  where 
the  latter  part  of  her  life  was  passed. 

Ebenezer  G.  Blackman,  the  third  child  born 
to  David  S.  and  Fanny  (Peck)  Blackman,  was 
born  September  3,  1814.  He  was  a carpenter 
and  joiner  by  trade,  which  in  main  he  made  his 
life  occupation.  He  farmed  in  connection  with 
working  at  his  trade,  and  lived  his  lifetime  in  the 
same  locality.  In  his  political  views,  he  was  a 
Democrat.  On  January  15,  1836,  he  married 
Sally  B.  Bennett,  daughter  of  Gideon  and  Electra 
Bennett,  and  the  marriage  was  blessed  with  three 
children,  as  follows: 

(1)  James  M.  Blackman,  born  November  12, 


1837,  when  a young  man  (in  1859)  entered  the 
employ  of  the  New  York  Belting  & Packing 
Company  in  Sandy  Hook,  and  for  a little  less 
than  forty  years  has  continued  in  their  employ. 
Since  1 866  he  has  served  the  company  in  the 
capacity  of  cashier,  and  it  may  be  added  that 
seldom  is  it  the  case  where  so  long  a term  of 
service  is  given  to  one  establishment;  such  is 
an  evidence  of  his  high  standing  and  of  the  com- 
pany’s appreciation  of  the  man.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Blackman  is  a Democrat.  On  May 
27,  1863,  he  was  married  to  Sarah  F.  Wilkins, 
of  Salem,  Mass.,  and  their  children  are — Lucy 
F.  (stenographer  in  the  office  of  her  father),  and 
Maude  H.  Mr.  Blackman’s  Masonic  career  is 
no  less  worthy  of  notice.  He  was  made  a Master 
Mason  in  Hiram  Lodge  No.  1 8,  September  4, 
1867;  was  exalted  to  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  in 
Eureka  Chapter  No.  23,  of  Danbury;  affiliated 
with  Hiram  Chapter  No.  1,  when  the  old  charter 
was  renewed;  was  greeted  as  Royal  and  Select 
Master  in  Wooster  Council  No.  28,  May  2,1884; 
was  created  a Knight  Templar  in  Crusader  Com- 
mandery  No.  10,  May  25,  1883;  was  W.  Master 
of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  18,  two  years,  and  secre- 
tary for  twelve  years;  also  High  Priest  of  Hiram 
Chapter  No.  1,  for  nine  years,  and  has  held 
several  other  offices  in  Lodge  and  Chapter  since 
his  connection  with  them. 

(2)  Fanny  E.  Blackman  married  Charles 
Hurlbutt,  and  had  the  following  children — Adela 
E.,  Carrie  B.,  Jennie,  George  0.,  Grace  and 
Bertha. 

(3)  Isaac  P.  Blackman,  born  April  13,  1853, 
has,  like  his  brother,  been  for  many  years  a 
trusted  employe  of  the  New  York  Belting  & 
Packing  Company.  While  yet  a young  man,  Mr. 
Blackman  has  rounded  out  twenty-eight  years  of 
service  with  the  Rubber  Company, of  which  he  is 
now  assistant  superintendent.  In  politics,  he  is 
a Democrat.  On  December  23,  1884,  he  mar- 
ried Jessie  P. . daughter  of  C.  Lawrence  Mitchell, 
and  their  children  are — Pauline  F.  and  Olive  M. 


C'OL.  REUBEN  BLACKMAN,  whose  death 
’/  occurred  at  Newtown,  January  29,  1870, 
when  he  was  aged  eighty-seven  years  and  five 
months,  was  a lifelong  resident  of  his  native 
town,  Newtown,  Connecticut. 

Reuben  Blackman,  his  father,  was  a descend- 
ant of  Rev.  Adam  Blackman,  of  the  Stratford 
family,  and  was  one  of  several  brothers  who 
located  in  Woodbury,  Conn.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Hannah  Botsford, 
who  died  January  22,  1816,  aged  sixty-two  years. 
His  second  wife  was  a Fairchild.  The  follow- 
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.ig-iumrd  ch.Mrcn  weie  born  to  the  first  mar- 
lugr  Reuben.  Thou. as.  Ann;*.  Judah.  Sarah, 
ail  of  whoni  are  tv-w  dead.  and  their  children, 
with  the  c\<  cptioii  of  the  daughter  of  Keul>en. 
There  were  n<  tie  l«rn  t > the  <md  marriage. 
Keu'>en  B.ar  ku.an.  tfic  father  of  these  children, 
died  on  Aprd  2o.  I 8;.*.  aged  e .ght y -one  years, 
two  months  and  fifteen  davs 

( ol.  Kenl«en  B!a<  krnan  in  early  life  learned 
the  trade  of  a silversmith  at  \\  o 'dburv.  Conn. , 
with  a cousin,  a Mr  BotMord  He  located  on 
Mt.  Pleasant.  in  Newtown,  whrre  he  passed  his 
life  occupied  in  the  p iimhI  of  his  trade  as  silver- 
sin.th  and  jeweler.  In  the  training  days  he  was 
a ineml>er  of  the  Slate  militia.  be.t.g  active  in 
its  affairs,  and  it  was  in  the  tiolitia  that  he  ac- 
quiird  the  title  cd  colonel  He  was  a genial, 
whole-souled  gentleman  <d  ttie  old  tv[>e.  es- 
teemed and  respected  by  ail  In  his  political 
views,  he  was  a Itrima  rat  C < loiiel  Bia<  krnan 
wasmarrievl  first  i to  Charity . daughter  of  Jo- 
s*  ph  C lark,  a sea  captain  who  was  lost  at  sea. 
Stie  died  September  22.  l8?8.  aged  fifty  years, 
arul  C t lonel  B.'at  krn.»n  Mil-'-rjuentiv  wedded  !•  lo- 
nlla  Leavenworth,  who  died  January  17.  1^73, 
aged  sixty-right  C olonel  Biai  krnan  s children, 
ad  by  the  fust  wife,  were  ji  1 Walter,  who  al- 
ways lived  on  the  home  place,  and  d.ed  unmar- 
ried. October  17.  1882.  aged  seventy  five  years 
t-  ( aroluie,  married  to  Bryant  Smith,  a lawyer 
of  Brookfield,  she  died  Dr<rrnl>rr  20.  1872.  aged 
sixty -seven'  years,  ten  months  (U  Sheldon, 
married  to  Julia  Noble,  of  New?  Milford,  he 
learned  the  trade  of  silversmith  and  jeweler  in 
the  same  shop  as  did  his  father,  with  Mr.  Bots- 
ford.  at  Woodbury,  and  located  in  the  business 
at  New  Milford,  Conn  , which  he  followed 
throughout  life.  He  died  November  l8,  187V* 
aged  sixty-nine  years  (41  Judge  Daniel  Black- 
man was  born  Decrml>er  31,  j 822,  in  Newtown. 
Conn  . where  his  elementary  education  was  re- 
ceived For  a time  he  taught  in  the  Newtown 
Academy,  then  went  to  Southbury,  were  he  also 
taught  sc  hool  and  studied  law  under  Joel  Hin- 
man.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Fairfield 
*hrn  quite  young,  and  located  in  the  practice 
in  Danbury.  Conn.,  where  he  remained  seven 
years.  From  Danbury  he  went  to  Cassopohs, 
Mich.,  and  for  two  years  edited  the  Cassopolis 
I'imiv.  Tilt,  He  was  electee]  circuit  judge,  which 
position  he  held  a number  of  years,  but  the 
duties  becoming  too  arduous  for  the  state  of  his 
health  he  resigned  the  c fiicc.  He  then  went  to 
Chicago,  111.,  and  practiced  law  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  January  n,  l8>/>.  Judge  Black- 
man  was  highly  esteemed  as  a citizen  and  in  the 
Profession.  He  married  Abby  Magmnes,  a native 


of  Boston,  daughter  of  a Baptist  minister,  and 
they  had  one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Kev  C.  R.  Hager.  M.  D , of  the  South  China 
Mission,  and  died  within  a year  after  going  to 
that  country.  ( 5 1 Fmily  Blackman  married 
Wheeler  Beers  (now  deceased),  a son  of  Burton 
Beers,  of  Fasten,  Conn.,  and  resides  in  Bridge- 
port.  Conn.,  with  her  only  son.  Frank  W.  Beers. 
She  is  the  only  grandchild  of  Reuben  Blackman, 
Sr.,  now  living  out  of  nineteen  grandchildren. 


JUDGE  SAMUEL  C.  BLACKMAN,  who  was 
born  March  22.  t"68.  and  died  November 
J7.  1858.  was  one  of  Newtown's  prominent 
citizens,  hts  late  home  being  on  the  present  site 
of  the  •*  Central  Hotel."  A lawyer  by  profession, 
he.  for  seventeen  years— from  1820  to  1837 — 
held  the  office  of  Probate  judge,  and  altogether 
he  was  a useful  man  in  the  community.  For 
years  he  was  school  visitor.  He  was  an  upright 
Christian  man.  a leader  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  The  following  is  taken  from  the  tomb- 
stone marking  his  grave  in  the  Newtown  Ceme- 

i tcr>  ; 

A graduate  of  Yale  College,  and  manv 
vrar*  an  upoglil  fudge.  Purity  of  char- 
utrr  adorned  hi*  hie,  1nn110M.1l  hopes  in- 
spired  hi*  dralh. 

I 

; Judge  Blackman  was  married  to  Sarah 
I Toucoy.  who  was  born  in  Newtown  April  23, 

I 1777.  and  died  December  6.  1835.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Caroline,  Sarah,  George.  Alfred, 

William  and  Samuel. 


NICHOLS.  There  lived  in  Stratford,  Conn., 
in  1639.  one  Sergt.  Francis  Nicolls  (for  so 
! he  spelled  his  name),  with  four  children — three 
| sons  and  a daughter.  Isaac  Nicols,  one  of  his 
1 sons,  married  and  had  a son  Isaac,  born  in  1654. 

| Isaac  (2)  had  a son  Richard,  who  was  born  in 
I 1C78.  in  Stratford;  Richard  was  married  in  1702 
1 to  Comfort  Sherman,  daughter  of  Theophilus 
| Sherman,  of  Wethersfield.  Comfort  (Sherman) 
.’  Nichols  died  in  1726,  and  Richard  again  married, 
his  second  wife's  Christian  name  being  Eliza- 
! beth. 

Nathaniel  Nichols,  son  of  Richard  and  Com- 
fort Nichols,  born  in  1707,  settled  in  Newtown, 
Conn  , and  in  1730  he  was  married  to  Ann 
Booth.  Their  children  were:  (t)  Esther,  born 

September  25,  1 73 1.  (2)  Peter,  born  in  New- 

town. March  1,  1733.  married  Rebecca  Camp, 
and  died  in  1 799;  she  died  in  1793.  Their 
daughter,  Phedima,  born  in  1775.  married  Sim- 
eon Beers.  Nathaniel  Nichols  (a  son  of  Peter), 
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born  in  1769,  married  Grace  Sherman,  daughter 
of  lotham  Sherman.  (3)  Philo,  born  February 
27  1734-  (4)  Pbedima,  born  February  9.  i73°- 

(o’  Richard,  born  May  15,  1739.  married  Abigail 
Gold,  and  had  children — Ann,  born  in  1703; 
Austin,  in  1766;  Huldah,  in  1769;  Daniel,  in 
1773,  and  Hannah,  in  1775-  (6)  Austin,  born 

luly  2,  1741-  (7)  Elijah,  born  August  12,  1743. 

(8)  Ann,  born  September  1.  1745-  (9)  Theo- 

philus,  born  in  1748,  married  Sarah  Meeker. 
(10)  Joseph,  born  July  22,  1750.  Nathaniel 
Nichols  died  May  10,  1785,  aged  seventy-eight 
years;  his  wife  passed  away  January  5,  1780, 
aged  seventy  years. 

Capt.  Jakes  Nichols  (deceased)  was  born 
September  9,  1775,  in  Newtown,  and  died  there 
November  4,  1852. 

The  line  of  his  descent  for  several  genera- 
tions, from  an  early  New  England  ancestry,  is 
from  Isaac,  of  Stratford,  through  Isaac  (2),  Rich- 
ard, Nathaniel  and  Theophilus. 

Isaac  was  several  times  deputy  to  the  Gen- 
eral  Court  from  Stratford.  He  was  the  son  of 
Francis,  who  appeared  in  Stratford  in  1639.  Of 
these  ancestors,  Richard,  born  in  1678,  in  Strat- 
ford, married,  in  1702.  Comfort  Sherman,  daugh- 
ter of  Theophilus  Sherman,  of  Wethersfield. 
Richard  died  in  1756,  and  Comfort  in  1726. 
Nathaniel,  their  son,  born  April  8,  i 7°7*  settled 
in  Newtown.  He  married  Ann  Booth,  and  one 
of  their  sons,  Theophilus,  born  May  13,  I748, 
married  ’Sarah  Meeker,  and  became  the  father 
of  our  subject. 

Capt.  James  Nichols  married  Lucy  Beach, 
eldest  daughter  of  John  Beach  (3)  and  Mabel 
(Beers)  Beach.  Their  children  were:  Theophi- 
lus  B..  born  1800,  died  1840;  Isaac,  born  April 
19,  1802;  William,  born  November  6,  1803,  died 
December  24,  1824;  Drusus,  born  March  2,  1805  ; 
Rev.  Abel,  born  May  25.  1807,  died  December 
16,  1859;  Thaddeus  H.,  born  June  1,  1809,  died 
February  5,  1856;  James  A.  F. , born  June  to. 
1812;  John,  born  October  28,  1814;  Philo,  born 
November  5,  1815;  and  Susan,  born  December 
24,  1818.  ^ 

Captain  Nichols  was  a large  landowner  and  a 
good  farmer.  He  dealt  largely  in  cattle.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  farmers  of  his 
time  in  Newtown.  A man  of  good  judgment, 
he  served  as  selectman,  though  he  was  not  an 
office  seeker.  He  was  a Whig  in  his  political 
views,  and,  religiously,  a member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  He  was  often  called  on  in  the  set- 
tlement of  estates. 

Isaac  Nichols,  son  of  Capt.  James  and  Lucy 
Beach  Nichols,  was  born  April  19,  1802.  in  New- 
town, and  died  there  September  17,  1853.  He 


was  married  (first)  in  1 827  to  Betsey  Platt,  daugh- 
ter of  Moses  and  Anna  (Judson)  Platt.  She  was 
born  in  1798,  and  died  October  6,  1835.  Their 
children  were:  Henry,  born  May  8,  1829:  James, 
born  December  24,  1830;  William,  born  Febru- 
ary u,  1833;  and  Mary  B.,  born  October  3, 

j g ^ 5 

Isaac  Nichols  for  his  second  wife  married, 
March  20,  1838,  Louisa  Bartlett,  daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Bennett)  Bartlett.  She  was 
born  April  4.  1812,  and  died  October  21  1894. 
Their  children  were:  Augusta,  born  Februaiy 
22  1839;  Sarah,  born  May  29,  1840;  Margaret, 
born  March  20,  1842;  Beach  Nichols  born 
February  8.  1844;  Louisa  B„  born  Sep  ernber 
7 1843;  William,  born  August  18,  1847;  Arthur, 
born  April  2,  1849;  and  Grace,  born  November 

26’  Isaac  Nichols  was  reared  at  the  old I Nichols 
homestead,  which  was  just  south  of  the  Beere 
Sherman  place.  In  -his  early  life  for  some  years 
he  was  engaged  in  business  at  Bridgeport,  having 
assodated^wfth  Gideon  Thompson  Along  in 

latter  part  of  the  'thirties  he  returned  to  the 
homestead,  and  there  farmed  the  rest  0 is  ■ 
Hp  was  a eood  substantial  farmer  and  citizen 

»l  suits  1=.  o»d.i 

active  in  public  affairs.  In  pohtn cs,  h 
Whig,  and,  in  his  religious  views,  an  p 

lian. 


CHARLES  BLACKMAN  NICHOLS^- 
G death  occurred  in  January.  95. 

of  Newtown’s  old  citizens.  he  died,  Mr. 

years  of  age.  The  b«i»n“  s deathi  and 

some  fifteen  years  after  th 1 jn  {he  m arm- 
our subject  then  for  a time  eng  g J woo). 

facture  of  stocking  yarn,  an  late 

The  factory  and  mill  thereafter  our 

William  Platt,  and  lor  some  ) q[  butlons  m 
subject  carried  on  the  manu  residence,  con- 
a small  factory  not  far  from  « He  finally 
tinuing  in  such  some  se  his  tjnne  to  the 

closed  out  the  business,  and  8 Spring,  a 

improvement  of  his  place  at 
typical  New  England  b°mef*  'ried  t0  Mary  E- 

3 P In  1848  Mr.  Nichols  was  ma  r ^ Mr. 

Botsford,  who  died  January  ma„  a 

Nichols  was  pre-emu nenty  He  was  a niem- 

Christian  of  the  noblest  )P  • 
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ber  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  was  of  a 
type  of  citizenship  that  is  an  honor  to  our  New 
England  towns.  His  upright  business  life,  his 
singularly  pure  and  inspiring  spirit  of  domestic 
happiness  as  seen  in  his  home,  his  large-hearted 
generosity  toward  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  the 
cheerfulness  which  went  out  from  his  sunny 
nature  to  all  who  needed  his  help,  are  factors  to 
be  considered  as  we  measure  a life  like  his. 


JOSEPH  NICHOLS  (deceased)  once  stood 
first  and  foremost  as  a merchant  and  a man 
of  fortune  in  Newtown.  His  residence  was 
on  the  corner  by  the  old  Episcopal  church, 
which  house  he  sold  on  his  removal  from  the 
town  to  David  V.  B.  Baldwin,  upon  whose  death 
it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Philo  Skidmore,  the 
present  owner.  The  store  in  which  Mr.  Nichols 
acquired  his  fortune  occupied  the  site  covered 
later  by  the  store  of  Henry  Sanford,  and  he  va- 
cated same  to  embark  in  the  dry-goods  business 
in  Pearl  street,  New  York  City,  associating  with 
himself  his  younger  brother,  Charles,  who  after- 
ward held  a consulship  abroad.  However,  a 
revolution  in  commercial  affairs  occurring  not 
long  after,  the  firm,  along  with  hosts  of  others, 
met  with  disaster  from  which  it  was  unable  to 
extricate  itself.  Mr.  Nichols  retired  to  Green- 
field Hill,  Conn.,  where  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  straitened  circumstances,  yet  retain- 
ing all  that  family  pride  which  he  exhibited  in  his 
most  palmy  days. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  truly  a gentleman  of  the  old 
school,  and  no  man  in  the  State  stood  higher 
than  he  for  unblemished  integrity  and  sound 
judgment  ; hence  it  was  the  custom  among  his 
fellow-citizens,  in  matters  of  dispute  between 
them,  to  choose  him  as  referee  or  umpire,  thus 
avoiding  expensive  litigation.  It  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  say  that  his  decisions  were  uniformly  so 
just  that  an  appeal  from  them  was  seldom,  if  ever, 
attempted.  In  the  cemetery  near  Newtown  vil- 
lage there  is  the  grave  of  a Joseph  Nichols,  who 
died  March  12,  1855,  aged  81  years,  and  whose 
wife  Sarah  died  August  10,  1848,  aged  67  years. 
By  members  of  the  present  generation  it  is 
thought  that  in  this  grave  lie  the  remains  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  wife. 


THEOPHILUS  NICHOLS,  who  died  in  the 
village  of  Newtown,  November  18,  1870, 
aged  seventy-five  years,  was  a native  of  the 
town. 

Peter  Nichols,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
farmer,  and  resided  in  the  southern  part  of  the 


town.  His  children  other  than  our  subject  were: 
Peter,  married  to  Polly  Blackman;  Hester,  wife 
of  William  Edwards;  Margary,  married  to  David 
Griffin;  Sally,  who  never  married;  John;  and 
Simeon. 

Theophilus  Nichols  was  a farmer  residing  in 
the  vicinity  of  Cold  Spring,  Newtown,  until  he 
entered  public  life,  when  he  moved  to  New- 
towd  village,  and  there  resided  the  rest  of  his 
lifetime.  He  was  a merchant  tailor.  On  the 
incorporation  of  Newtown  borough  in  1824  he 
was  made  its  first  bailiff;  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  judge  of  probate,  and  served  as  such 
from  1838  to  1842  and  from  1844  to  1846.  He 
was  a good  officer,  and  held  the  esteem  of  the 
community.  He  was  a vestryman  in  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  Judge  Nichols  married  Lucinda 
Noble,  and  had  children:  (1)  Charlotte,  who 

never  married,  lives  on  Mount  Pleasant,  New- 
town. (2)  William  N.  Nichols.  (3)  Frances  (de- 
ceased) married  Rev.  George  Rumney.  (4)  Ann. 
(5)  Henry  T.  was  educated  at  the  Newtown 
Academy.  On  the  death  of  Henry  Beers  Glover, 
in  1870,  Henry  T.  Nichols  succeeded  him  in  the 
position  of  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  New- 
town Savings  Bank,  which  relations  he  sustained 
to  the  bank  until  his  death,  which  occurred  August 
1,  1887,  when  he  was  aged  forty-eight  years. 
He  was  town  clerk  in  1882.  Mr.  Nichols  was 
identified  with  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  for  years  he  was  the  organist.  He  was  a 
useful  man  in  the  community,  and  his  death  was 
keenly  felt.  He  married  Abigail,  daughter  of 
Philo  H.  Skidmore,  of  Newtown,  and  they  had 
children  as  follows:  Stella  married  Frederick 

W.  Hall,  of  Bridgeport,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren— Pauline  N.  and  Ruth  S. ; Henry  S.,  a 
dentist  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  married  Harriett 
G.  Nichols,  of  Newtown,  and  they  have  one  child 
— Jessie  L. ; Walter  M.  married  Eva  Birdsall,  of 
Bridgeport,  and  they  have  one  child — Hazel; 
Philo  H.  is  unmarried;  Jessie  A.  died  in  1881,  in 
her  seventh  year;  and  Arthur  T.  died  in  1886,  in 
his  sixth  year.  The  mother  of  these  children 
passed  away  December  29,  1889,  aged  forty 
years. 

(2)  William  N.  Nichols  was  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  Newtown.  When  a young  man  he 
went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  which  he  ever  after- 
ward made  his  home,  and  was  in  the  fur  business, 
firm  of  Lockwood,  Nichols  & Tice,  of  that  city. 
He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Belle,  daughter 
of  Dr.  George  Blackman,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio; 
and  second  to  Fanny,  daughter  of  Doctor  Dodge, 
of  the  same  city.  There  were  two  sons,  William 
T.  and  Henry  D.,  born  to  the  first  marriage,  and 
a daughter,  Florence  (now  deceased),  born  to  the 
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second  marriage.  William  T.  Nichols  was  edu- 
cated at  Yale,  class  of  ’84,  and  is  now  manag- 
ing editor  of  the  Manchester  Union,  Manchester, 
N.  H.  He  married  Helen  Hull,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Florence.  Henry  D.  Nichols  is  un- 
married. 


JOSEPH  HAWLEY  was  born  in  Derbyshire, 
England,  in  1603,  and  in  1629  came  to  Amer- 
ica, locating  first  in  Boston,  and  later  in 
Stratford,  this  county,  where  he  died  in  1690. 
He  had  five  sons,  as  follows:  Ebenezer;  Joseph; 

Samuel,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully  in  the  next 
paragraph;  Ephraim,  born  in  1659,  who  had  four 
sons — Jehiel,  Abiah,  Gideon  and  Daniel;  and 
Capt.  John,  born  in  1661,  who  had  six  children, 
among  whom  were  Nathan,  John,  Jr.,  and  Henry. 

11.  Samuel  Hawley  was  born  in  1652,  and 
reared  a family  of  eight  sons:  Benjamin,  Nathan, 
Ephraim,  Joseph,  Matthew,  Thomas  (the  father 
of  Ezra,  Thomas,  Ebenezer  and  Samuel),  Eben- 
ezer and  Samuel,  Jr. 

III.  Samuel  Hawley,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in 
1674,  had  the  following-named  children:  Rich- 

ard, Stephen  (the  father  of  Nehemiah,  Hezekiah 
and  Benjamin),  Jonathan,  Francis,  Ephraim, 
Nathaniel,  Obadiah,  Matthew,  Nathan  and  Ben- 
jamin [Francis  ?].  Of  these  Nathan  had  sons  as 
follows:  Ephraim,  Samuel,  Nehemiah,  Abraham, 
Andrew  and  Nathan. 

IV.  Benjamin  Hawley,  son  of  Samuel,  Jr., 
was  born  in  1694,  and  had  four  sons:  Ebenezer, 

William,  Abel  and  Benjamin,  Jr.  Of  these,  Abel 
had  three  children — Lemuel,  Jotham  and  Betsey. 

V.  Benjamin,  Jr.,  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  1730,  and  his  children 
were  Sallie,  Phoebe,  Jerusha  and  Jabez. 

VI.  Jabez  Hawley  was  born  in  1767,  and 
became  a prosperous  farmer,  owning  a large 
tract  of  land  at  Hawleyville.  He  married  Par- 
thena  Booth,  who  was  bom  in  1773  and  died  in 
1851,  and  they  had  seven  children,  all  but  one  of 
whom  married:  (1)  Sallie,  born  December  7, 

1798,  married  Philo  Beers,  and  moved  to  Mich- 
igan. (2)  Anna,  born  May  29,  1800,  died  unmar- 
ried. (3)  Mary,  born  March  15,  1802,  married 
Granville  S.  Glover,  and  had  two  children — Ann 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Henry  I.  Gilbert,  and  Jabez 
Hawley,  who  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Peck.  (4) 
Benjamin,  born  October  23,  1803,  married  Erne- 
line  Glover,  and  had  eight  children — Mary,  Fred- 
erick. Susan,  Juliette,  William,  Margaret,  Anna 
and  Sarah.  (5)  Daniel  B.,  born  May  15,  1805. 
married  Olive  Hawley,  and  had  three  children — 
Esther,  Elmer  and  Henry  S.  (6)  Isaac  N.,  our 
subject’s  father,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below. 


(7)  Robert  N.,  born  in  December.  1811,  married 
Harriet  Blackman,  and  had  three  children— An- 
geline,  Robert  S.  (deceased,  father  of  Asa  H.) 
and  Harriet  S. 

VII.  Isaac  N.  Hawley  was  born  February  15, 
1807,  and  inherited  part  of  his  father's  estate, 
owning  a farm  of  about  two  hundred  acres,  where 
he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his 
life.  He  was  a thrifty  man,  quite  successful  in 
his  enterprises,  and  was  highly  esteemed  as  a 
citizen.  In  politics  he. was  a Republican,  though 
he  never  took  any  prominent  place  as  a party 
worker,  and  for  many  years  he  was  a leading 
member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  of  New- 
town. He  married  Avis  Jane  Shepard,  who  was 
born  November  23,  1812,  a daughter  of  Abraham 
Ferris  Shepard,  and  died  October  23,  1885;  his 
death  occurred  August  1,  1894.  They  bad  four 
sons:  Edson  N.,  Homer  A. , Edgar  F.  and  Arthur. 
Edson  married  Margaret  Nichols,  and  had  chil- 
dren— Clara,  Arthur,  Julia,  Clarence  and  John 
Beach.  Homer  married  Grace  Nichols,  and  had 
three  children — Willis  N.  (deceased),  born  Au- 
gust 9,  1875;  Sarah  L.,  born  June  21,  1879; 
and  James  S.,  born  January  6,  1881.  Edgar  F. 
Hawley  was  born  July  26,  1847,  at  Hawleyville. 
On  November  29,  1879,  he  married  Miss  Sarah 
McMahon,  daughter  of  George  McMahon,  of  New 
Milford,  and  their  home  has  been  brightened  by 
three  children — Jessie  McMahon,  George  Shep- 
ard and  Florence  Avis. 


GLOVER  HAWLEY  died  at  Hawleyville, 
town  of  Newtown,  September  22,  1 881,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years  and  eleven 
months.  He  was  a grand  character,  and  his 
genial  smile  and  kindly  words  will  long  be  re- 
membered. 

Mr.  Hawley  was  a native  of  Hawleyville,  and 
descended  from  Joseph  Hawley,  of  Stratford,  the 
line  of  his  descent  being  through  Samuel,  Sam- 
uel, Jr.,  Benjamin,  William  and  Joseph. 

Benjamin  Hawley,  it  is  said,  gave  the  name 
to  the  Lands  End  District,  town  of  Newtown. 
As  the  story  goes,  he  got  mired  there  at  the  end 
of  a day’s  exploration  on  horseback  from  Strat- 
ford, and,  camping  for  the  night,  was  so  well 
pleased  with  the  prospect  next  morning  that  he 
returned  to  Stratford  and  informed  his  neighbors 
that  he  had  reached  the  end  of  the  land. 

Glover  Hawley  had  remarkable  inventive 
faculty,  being  able  to  do  almost  anything  with 
wood  and  iron,  and,  after  the  customary  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  he  exercised  his 
taste  in  mechanical  lines,  though  he  still  lived  at 
home  and  worked  on  the  farm  (his  father  being 
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quite  an  cxtrtiMsc  farmer)  He  l>uiit  fanning- 
mills.  c<'rn-*-he'.;»TS  and  ploughs,  ami  sometimes 
went  aht.  ; t the  <<>uutr)  himvif,  d;'|*.Mng  of  the 
prr  <iu<  ts  of  fns  industry  He  and  his  brother 
W.lliam  invented  the  prmrij  !e  of  the  corn- 
shdler  still  in  me.  ami  (.loser  ma  le  the  first 
cast -ir>  n j !<  ugh  in  Ness  tow  n He  ss  as  laughed  at 
a good  ileal  for  fns  senturc,  the  expectation  be- 
ing that  cast  iron  would  break  in  the  stony  soil 
of  Connecticut,  but  Mr.  Hawley  was  not  a man 
to  g.se  up  a settled  purpose  for  popular  dofavor. 
and.  g<  mg  to  I’oiighkre psie.  he  prepared  the  cast- 
ings and  put  them  t<  grther.  Simeon  B lVck  s 
fattier  ssas  one  of  the  first  to  buy  one  of  these 
ploughs,  and  did  so  with  some  hesitation  He 
came  out  swinging  fns  hat,  however,  when  Mr. 
Haw>s  was  passing  so<  n after,  and  gleeful!)  in- 
formed h in  that  the  p ough  had  been  run 
thr  ough  some  <d  the  worst  kmd  of  ground,  and 
was  still  soun  1 Mr  Hawley  was  of  quite  an 
adventures,  me  disposition  for  th  <sc  quiet  times, 
and  earls  went  to  Carthage,  Jli  , where  his 
br  ther  William  had  settled,  to  sre  if  that  coun- 
try suited  his  taste  also  S B I’et  k accom- 
panied him.  and  the  twain  went  a<  r<>ss  Michigan 
onh  isrback,  M<q  ping  rn  r.  u!t  at  Cfoc  ago.  then 
a small  hamlet  of  a lew  houses  The  prosj*ect 
d.  i Hot  ein  hant  the  soutig  men,  and  in  ronsr- 
quiiir  Newtown  retained  two  w <>r  t h v c it  urns 

The  gold  fever  in  1840  enticed  Mr.  Hawley 
to  ( ulih.rma  Leasing  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren at  home,  he  started  for  the  New  LMorado 
by  the  way  of  ( ape  Horn,  on  a tedious  passage 
of  ;(  3 days  He  built  a store  in  Sacramento, 
afterward  seeking  his  fortune  in  the  “'diggings" 
farther  up  the  Sacramento  river.  He  was  gone 
two  sears,  and  came  home,  unlike  many,  in  good 
health  and  somewhat  better  in  fortune,  via  the 
Nicaragua  route  across  the  Isthmus.  During  his 
absence  his  mother  had  died,  at  the  age  of  cighty- 
six  years. 

He  was  a pioneer  in  railroad  affairs,  and 
when  the  Housatonic  railroad  was  built,  along  in 
*hc  “•thirties,"  he  was  one  of  its  warmest  sup- 
porters. He  piloted  the  surveurs  through  this 
part  of  the  town,  and  gave  the  right  of  way  over 
a quarter  of  a mile  through  his  farm,  also  land 
for  the  necessary  depot  buildings — in  fact  he  did 
all  in  his  power  to  further  the  interest  of  the 
road  He  was  a warm  friend  ol  every  public 
enterprise  having  for  its  object  the  good  of  the 
community.  When  he  and  Hart  Shepard  were 
Sc.ec i men  of  the  town  he  projected  and  pushed 
to  completion,  through  much  opposition,  the 
hrick  building  now  occupied  for  the  rec<  rds  and 
offices.  He  was  a lifelong  member  of  the  Kpisco- 
pal  C hurch.  In  politics,  in  y<  uth  and  middle  age 


he  was  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  but  at  the  time 
of  the  Kan-as  trouble  he  became  a strong  Re- 
publican; and  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he 
gave  consent  for  his  only  son.  then  about  twenty- 
one  to  assist  in  putting  down  the  Rebellion. 
The  death  of  his  son  in  1863,  from  exposure  and 
disease  in  the  service,  was  one  of  the  greatest 
a!fl  etions  of  his  life. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-eight  Mr.  Hawley  was 
married  to  Mariettc  Fairchild,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  William  G.,  Martha  E.,  and  Mar- 

ictte  H.  Of  these.  Martha  E.  married  Minot 
A Blakeman,  ol  Stratford,  Conn.;  and  Mar- 
lette  H married  Martin  L.  Lum,  of  Newark,  N. 
J , by  whom  she  has  children — William  D.,  Mabel 
A.  and  Manctte  H.  In  the  family  circle  Mr. 
Hawley  was  an  affectionate  husband  and  loving 
father  Mrs  Hawley,  who  was  born  February 
10.  18:0.  died  February  It,  1892. 


CHARLES  LAKE  SHERMAN,  eldest  child  of 
Oman  and  Clara  Lake  Sherman  (see  Sher- 
man ‘ketch  .was  born  in  Hawleyville,  in  the  town 
1 of  Newtown.  March  20.  1814,  and  two  or  three 
years  later  the  family  settled  in  Danbury,  buying 
1 a farm  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  township, 
know  n as  Long  Bridge  District.  The  ten  children 
were  all  born  in  this  home,  which  has  remained 
in  the  family,  the  property  of  Samuel,  the  young- 
est son.  Built  a century  ago.  its  hospitable  roof 
has  sheltered  not  only  the  merry  family  of  young 
people  reared  under  it,  but  guests  galore,  who 
1 made  merry  in  the  large  old-fashioned  ball-room 
! and  enjoyed  the  music  of  the  host's  ancient 
violin. 

( Charles  Lake  Sherman,  unlike  many  of  his 
1 ancestors  and  kin,  was  in  no  sense  a public  man, 

I nor  was  he  widely  known  outside  his  own  county; 
, he  preferred  the  more  quiet  walks  of  life,  not- 
withstanding rare  qualities  of  mind  and  heart 
w hich  placed  him  pre-eminent  a man  of  influence, 
and  he  was  greatly  beloved  by  his  fellow  men. 

He  received  the  education  the  district  school 
afforded,  after  which  he  was  apprenticed  for  four 
years  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  busi- 
| ness  he  followed  until  about  1875.  Many  sub- 
stantial residences  built  about  the  middle  of  the 
present  century  are  evidences  of  his  work,  the 
original  owners  having  mostly  passed  away.  Buy- 
ing about  fifty  acres  of  valuable  land,  situated  on 
an  eminence  a quarter  of  a mile  northeast  of  the 
family  homestead,  Charles  Sherman  built  a com- 
fortable home  in  1843.  and  on  January  21,  1844, 
he  married  Miss  Eliza  Blackman,  born  April  6, 
1819,  the  daughter  of  Simeon  Seeley  and  Lucy 
Northrop  Blackman,  of  Hawleyville.  She  sur- 
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vives  him  and  resides  at  their  old  homestead. 
They  had  no  children,  but  brought  up  from  in- 
fancy Julia  Clarke,  the  daughter  of  Robert  Adams 
and  Erneline  Blackman  Clarke  (Mrs.  Sherman’s 
youngest  sister),  who  married  Chester  Howard 
Brush,  of  Danbury,  and  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  Sherman  devoted  the  later  years  of  his 
life  to  improving  his  property.  He  became  quite 
deaf,  and  was  subject  at  intervals  to  illness  caus- 
ing the  most  acute  suffering,  but  never  a murmur 
passed  his  lips  in  sickness  or  health.  Whether 
the  skies  were  dark  or  bright,  he  ever  looked  on 
the  bright  side  and  made  happy  those  about  him. 
Fond  of  music,  a great  reader,  and  having  a fine 
sense  of  the  humorous,  he  was  companionable 
for  young  and  old  alike,  with  ever  an  anecdote  or 
witty  retort  ready.  A consistent  Churchman,  a 
man  of  firmness  and  excellent  judgment,  his 
counsel  and  help  were  sought  by  many  and  never 
in  vain. 

Mr.  Sherman  was  a life  long  communicant  of 
St.  James  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his  widow 
also  belongs.  Mr.  Sherman  entered  into  rest 
July  13,  1890,  and  was  buried  from  the  home 
which  he  built  and  in  which  he  had  passed  forty- 
six  years  of  his  life,  the  family  plot  being  in  the 
Hawleyville  cemetery.  He  died  as  he  lived — 
without  an  enemy,  none  could  recall  ought  of 
unkindness  or  injustice — having  nobly  done  his 
duty  toward  God  and  man.  His  was  the  stead- 
fast light  of  a noble  life,  far-reaching  and  elevat- 
ing, encircling  a vast  number  who  loved  him  and 
reverence  his  memory. 


JfACOB  RECK,  farmer,  town  of  Redding, 
j Post  Office  Redding,  Fairfield  county,  Con- 
necticut. 


CHESTER  HOWARD  BRUSH  was  born  in 
Danbury,  February  20,  1859,  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  subse- 
quently graduated  from  the  National  University 
Law  School,  Washington,  D.  C.  While  attend- 
ing school  he  was  connected  for  two  or  three 
years  with  the  office  of  the  Danbury  News,  with 
the  intention  of  following  the  profession  of  jour- 
nalism. In  April,  1 876,  Mr.  Brush  was  appointed 
a clerk  in  the  Danbury  Post  Office,  where  he  re- 
mained until  appointed  mail  route  agent  for  the 
Danbury  and  Norwalk  and  Connecticut  Western 
railroads.  Various  changes  and  promotions  fol- 
lowed until  June,  1890,  when  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  Post  Office  Inspector.  In  this 
branch  of  the  service  he  was  located  for  a time 
in  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Indian  Territory,  but 


was  subsequently  transferred  to  New  England, 
where  he  continued  until  a change  of  administra- 
tion. In  April,  1 894,  he  acquired  a half-interest  in 
the  long-established  wholesale  and  retail  tobacco 
business  of  Bernd  Bros.,  and  the  business  was 
continued  under  the  firm  name  of  Bernd  & Brush. 
In  March,  1897,  Mr.  Brush  was  appointed,  by 
President  McKinley,  recorder  of  the  General 
Land  Office  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  to  succeed 
L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  which  position  he  is  filling  most 
ably  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Brush  is  what  his  record  shows  him  to 
be — an  able  man,  brilliant,  sound  of  intellect, 
and  worthy  of  the  trust  to  which  he  has  been 
appointed.  He  is  an  Episcopalian,  being  a mem- 
ber of  St.  James  Episcopal  Church,  Danbury,  a 
Knight  Templar,  in  politics  an  earnest  Repub- 
lican, and  a thorough  American. 

On  June  1,  1881,  Mr.  Brush  married  Miss 
Julia  E.  Clarke,  daughter  of  Robert  Adams  and 
Erneline  (Blackman)  Clarke,  of  Newtown.  Dur- 
ing the  protracted  illness  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  this 
daughter,  when  an  infant,  came  to  live  with  her 
uncle  and  aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Sher- 
man, of  Danbury,  at  whose  home  she  was  mar- 
ried. Educated  by  her  uncle  and  aunt,  she  was 
known  to  many  as  Julia  Sherman  during  the  four 
jears  spent  at  Mrs.  Burke’s  School  for  Young 
Ladies,  in  Danbury,  and  while  at  the  Pough- 
keepsie Female  Academy,  from  which  she  gradu- 
ated in  1879.  A student  of  history,  Mrs.  Brush 
became  one  of  the  early  members  of  Mary  Woos- 
ter Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, which  she  has  since  served  as  secretary  and 
historian,  and  from  her  ready  pen  some  excellent 
sketches  have  been  published.  She  is  also  one 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Danbury  Hos- 
pital. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brush  are  well-known  soci- 
ally in  Washington,  and  in  their  native  State. 
They  have  one  child,  Elise  Sherman  Brush,  bom 
at  their  Danbury  home,  January  2,  1 887. 

Genealogy  of  the  Brush  Family. 

I.  Thomas  Brush,  b.  abt.  1610,  m.  Rebecca, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Conkling.  He  set- 
tled in  Southold,  Long  Island,  prior  to  1653,  and 
thence  moved  to  Huntington  about  1657  or  ’58, 
where  he  d.  in  1675.  His  wife  d.  April 9,  1670. 
As  the  Conklings  came  from  England  to  Salem, 
Mass.,  and  from  there  to  Southold,  Thomas 
Brush  is  supposed  to  have  come  from  Salem  with 
them,  and  possibly  from  England.  Children: 
Thomas,  b.  abt.  1640,  d.  April  16.  1698;  Rich- 
ard, b.  abt.  1643,  d.  abt.  1710;  John,  b.  abt. 
1650,  d.  after  May  t,  1740;  Rebecca,  m.  Feb. 
8,  1683,  to  Rev.  Jeremiah  Hubbard,  who  d.  at 
Haddam,  Connecticut. 
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b b<  t t,  1744.  m Ji.imi.ih  Philips.  Jov..,h.  b 
( ><  t 4.  1 74f> . K<  brrt.  b ( ><  t 14,  1 7 1 1 . m Mary 
Starr,  Throb  b March,  t 7 c<*.  nt.  J'  hn  Ned- 
barr..  Sisvanru,  h M.ir,h  2),  1 7 4 ' > . ni  Dame) 
N>  strand.  At»;v.  b Feb  17C4.  tn  S’ej hen 
l'*urt :s . and  Hep:. bah.  b Jan.  17.  I 7< >4 

V.  Jacob.  s.,nof  J.,r,  b and  Mary  Crush.  b 
hc;>b  5.  17.-7.  d April  * . 1 M p m . Sarah  Piatt, 
b >n  1 7 3 - . d 1 ><-c  2t.  17' 7.  Children:  Z"phar, 
b Ann  4.  1751.  d in  udaiicy;  Hc:ck:.,h.  b. 
April  26,  175^.  d March  24.  » ^ . Mary.  b. 
March  2*\  175;.  d Jan  2'\  \*2<),  lamb.  b. 
Apr-.i  4,  17:-,  d Mar-  h 17.  iSnt;  /.■  phar.  b 
A C Ik.  17;  d.  Ma\  1.  1 v 1 4 . John,  b Sept 
*'•  > 7'  • > . <1  J 1 > r,.  1 '*77.  Sarah.  b.  Sept.  24. 
'7'  and  Ruth,  b 1 < b 24,  d Jan.  3. 

ik:,. 

_ ^ J shu«*.  s-  n 'I  ]•  r.ath.an  and  Ehzaheth 
bn ’.th  Brush.  b be;  • 1 174:.  d.  1781;  wasa 

f;'i!;nn  m the  (,  »pt ,r ,<  m army.  ni.  July  2b 
4.  Margaret,  da  .ghter  cl  J -tph  Ireland,  she 


m.  sec-  nd  Kobert  Jarvis  Children:  Abel, 

b Jan.  to.  1703.  d.  May  6.  1841,  m.  Alnieda 
Conklin.  Philip,  b.  March  9,  1767,  d.  Oct.  4, 
1840.  Jonathan:  and  Susanna. 

VI  I’miip  Brush,  s ui  ol  Joshua  and  Mar- 

p.*rct  Ir»  land  Brush,  b.  March  9,  1707.  d.  Oct. 
4 1849,  tn  in  H until. pton,  L.  I . Aup.  It.  17S6, 

Kuth.  daughter  <d  Jamb  and  barah  Platt  Brush, 
wh-  w,o  b Feb  2 4.  170^.  and  d.  Jan.  5,  1829. 
The  ciii.c  tear,  or  early  in  1787.  they  settled  in 
Mill  Piain.  Conn.  Children.  Nathaniel,  b.  Nov. 
lo.  1 7 b 7 ; PiuleUiS.  b.  Feb.  1789,  d C>rt.  9, 

I ''27.  Mary,  b May  20.  1701,  d March  6.  1861; 
( , nk.in.  b March  8,  1704.  d July  4,  1870  (he 
was  n.ator  of  Brooklyn),  Jarvis,  b.  Jan.  0,  1797, 
d Apid  10.  1883,  in  New  Haven,  at  the  home  ol 
h:s  s<  n.  Prof,  Georpe  Brush,  of  Yale;  Amelia,  b. 
Match  20,  1790.  d Aup.  1 4,  1 879.  and  Floyd,  b. 
Pcb  1.  18,14.  d June  2 1,  1887 

VII  Flotd  Brush,  son  of  Philip  and  Ruth 

Brush,  b Peb.  1.  1804.  d.  in  Brooklyn,  June  2 l , 
188;.  m May  20.  1827,  I anny  Crosby,  who  was 
born  March  (>.  |8<>8.  died  at  Danbury,  Conn., 
peb  t.  1874.  a dauphter  of  Thomas  Crosby 
(they  settled  at  Milltown,  m the  town  of  South 
I ast.  N.  V.  1 C hildren:  William  I'.,  b.  June 

17.  1828.  d Nov  29.  183b;  Lydia  J , b.  Nov. 
to.  l S 30.  m.  William  Fisher;  barah  F.,  b.  Oct. 
4.  1833.  d.  June  29,  t8J3;  limma  C.,  b.  Nov. 
2<>.  1833.  rn  Morris  Oakley;  Chester  Crosby,  b. 
March  17,  1838,  m.  Emily  Frances  Keeler; 
Jarvis  C..  b.  Aup.  24.  1841,  m.  Kate  Pearl; 
T homas  C..  b.  Sept.  26,  1845,  d.  Feb.  19,  1867, 
in  Florence  Bripps;  Goold  L. , b.  Jan.  27,  1850, 
d Aup  16,  1 8c/i,  m.  (first)  Gertrude  Gesner,  and 
(second  Julia  V an  Wort. 

VIII.  Chester  Crosby  Brush,  son  of  Floyd 
and  Fanny  Crosby  Brush,  b.  March  t;,  1838, 
m.  April  29,  1838.  Emily  Frances,  dauph- 

ter c-.  Deacon  Rufus  and  Flliza  Fowler  Keeler, 
of  Kidpeheld,  Conn.  They  settled  in  Dan- 
bury. Children:  Chester  Howard,  b.  Feb.  20, 

1839.  Ida  FTances,  b.  Dec.  8.  1860,  d.  Sept,  t, 
i860  Minnie  Isabelle,  b.  April  4,  1863,  m.  H. 
Frank  Harris;  Nellie  Virpinia,  b.  Oct.  31,  1864, 
rn.  (first  1 Gcorpe  Baird,  and  (second)  Georpe 
Beebe;  William  Crosby,  b.  June  26,  1866,  d.  July 
14.  1867;  Carrie  Elizabeth,  b.  Dec.  18,  1867,  d. 
January  19,  1874;  Frederick  Crosby,  b.  Aup.  31, 
1871;  and  Clifford  Floyd,  b.  July  5.  1875,  d. 
Aup.  29.  1875. 


WARNER  (line  of  Noahdiah,.  Noahdiah 
Warner,  born  in  1728,  died  in  1794; 
married  Fllizabeth  De  Forest,  of  French  Hugue- 
not or-.pin.  Their  children  were;  Grizsel,  born 
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in  1762;  Noahdiah  is  treated  farther  on;  Loran, 
born  in  1766;  Beemon  Peet.  in  1767;  Harvey 
De  Forest,  in  1769;  Elizabeth  Betsey,  in  1 772 ; 
Augustus  and  Abigail,  in  1774;  and  Polly,  a poet, 
in  1778. 

II.  Noahdiah  Warner  (2)  (son  of  Noahdiah), 
born  in  1764,  died  in  1839;  married  (first)  Polly 
Curtiss  in  1785,  and  (second)  Harriett  Miles  in 
1833.  His  children  were:  Curtiss,  born  in  1787, 
died  unmarried  in  1813;  Agur  is  referred  to  far- 
ther on;  Currence,  born  in  1794,  died  in  1796; 
and  Harriett,  born  in  1798,  married  Charles  Ed- 
monds, and  died  in  1838. 

III.  Agur  Warner  (son  of  Noahdiah  (2)), 

born  in  1789,  died  in  1871;  married  Polly  Bas- 
sett, of  one-quarter  Pequot  Indian  blood.  Their 
children  were:  Jane  married  Treat  Curtiss,  of 

Stratford;  Samuel  Curtiss  is  referred  to  farther 
on;  Mary  married  Theophilus  Curtis,  of  Zoar 
District,  Newtown,  Conn.;  and  Noahdiah  is  re- 
ferred to  farther  on. 

IV.  Samuel  Curtiss  Warner  (son  of  Agur), 

born  in  1813,  died  in  1872;  married  Eliza  Sher- 
man, daughter  of  Carlos  Sherman.  Their  chil- 
dren are:  (t)  Carlos  Sherman,  born  in  1841, 

married  Ellen  Seeley,  and  they  had  two  children 
— Elma  L.  and  Ethel  J.  (2)  Lucius  Curtiss, 
born  in  1844,  married  Mary  M.  Kenney,  of  Lake 
county,  Ind.,  and  their  children  are— Bertrand, 
Elmer  and  Charles. 

II.  Augustus  Warner  (son  of  Noahdiah),  born 
in  1774*.  died  in'  1829;  married  Maria  Candee,  in 
1813;  their  daughter  Clarinda  Maria  married 
John  Curtiss,  and  had  children:  Warner  Augus- 
tus, born  in  1856;  Clara  May,  in  1861;  and 
Clarence  J.,  in  1862. 

III.  DeLuzon  Warner  (son  of  ),  born 

in  1824,  died  in  1874;  married  Susan  Sherman, 
daughter  of  Carlos  Sherman.  Their  children  are: 
Evana  Augusta,  born  in  1855;  Etta  Viola,  in 
1862;  Ella  M.,  in  1864;  and  Augustus  Sherman, 
in  1868. 

III.  DeForest  Warner  (son  of ),  born 

in  1814.  died  in  1874;  married  Lucy  Curtiss. 
Their  children  are:  Theron  Nettleton,  born  in 
1841;  Myron  Curtiss,  born  in  1844,  married 
Sophronia  Sherman,  granddaughter  of  Carlos 
Sherman;  Anson  Candee;  and  Thena  Adell,  born 
in  1859. 

IV.  Noahdiah  Warner  (son  of  Agur)  married 
(first)  Laura  Smith,  and  (second)  Alice  Beards- 
ley. His  children  by  the  first  marriage  were: 
Mary  died  when  young;  Harriett  married  Samuel 
Hall;  Allen  was  killed  by  the  cars,  unmarried; 
Frank  was  killed  by  an  ox-team;  Ella;  Lottie; 
and  Donald.  By  the  second  marriage  there  were 
two  children. 


Carlos  Sherman  Warner,  of  the  firm  of 
Warner  & Madigan,  contractors.  New  York  City, 
was  born  in  1841,  in  Zoar  District,  town  of  New- 
town. Conn.  He  is  of  the  fifth  generation  from 
Noahdiah  Warner,  the  line  of  his  descent  being 
through  Noahdiah  (2),  Agur,  and  Samuel  Curtiss. 
[See  Warner  genealogy — line  of  Noahdiah.] 
Carlos  Sherman  Warner  was  reared  on  a farm 
in  Newtown,  but  in  early  manhood  turned  his 
attention  in  the  line  indicated  above,  since  which 
time  his  name  has  been  coupled  with  internal 
improvements  of  considerable  magnitude  and  im- 
portance. His  first  connection  with  the  con- 
struction of  public  works  was  in  a civil  engineer 
corps  on  the  Boston,  Hartford  & Erie  railway. 
Next  he  was  occupied  as  paymaster,  bookkeeper 
and  superintendent  of  construction  for  Smith  Sr 
Ripley,  while  building  the  Connecticut  Western 
railway.  Following  this  he  served  in  the  same 
capacity  for  the  same  firm  while  building  the 
Holyoke  branch  of  the  New  Haven  and  North- 
ampton railway.  He  was  next  paymaster  for 
Sidney  Dillon  on  the  tunnel  under  West  Point, 
during  the  early  part  of  its  construction.  The 
next  important  work  with  which  his  name  is  con- 
nected was  the  4th  avenue  improvement  in  New 
York  City,  from  47th  street  to  Harlem  river,  in 
which  he  served  as  paymaster  and  purchasing 
agent  for  Dillon,  Clyde  & Co.,  a work  costing 
several  millions  of  dollars,  and  covering  a period 
of  two  years.  After  the  completion  of  that  work 
he  was  with  Smith  & Ripley,  as  superintendent  of 
construction,  for  the  extension  of  the  railroad 
from  Northampton,  Mass.,  to  Turner's  Falls, 
another  extension  from  South  Deerfield,  Mass., 
to  Bardwell’s  Ferry,  and  the  building  of  the 
Delaware  & Lackawanna  railroad  from  Wayland, 
N.  Y. , to  Buffalo  (being  one  hundred  miles  of 
new  double  track  railroad,  costing  several  mill- 
ions of  dollars).  Since  then  (about  1878)  Mr. 
Warner,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Warner  & 
Madigan,  has  been  closely  connected  as  con- 
tractor with  the  building  of  the  Northern  Adiron- 
dack, for  John  Hurd,  of  Bridgeport;  the  extension 
of  the  Wheeling  & Lake  Erie,  in  Ohio;  with  ex- 
tensive grading  and  masonry  at  the  Vanderbilt 
mausoleum  grounds,  on  Staten  Island;  the  Akron 
branch  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio,  in  Ohio;  the 
Pennsylvania,  Poughkeepsie  & Boston,  from 
Slatington,  Penn.,  to  Middletown,  N.  Y.;  two 
railroads  near  Scranton,  Penn.;  the  Rumford 
Falls  & Rangeley  Lakes  railway  in  Maine;  and 
several  small  railroads  in  northern  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Maine.  His  latest  contracts  have  been 
in  connection  with  water  works,  electric  railroad 
construction,  and  heavy  dams  and  mill  construc- 
tion on  the  Androscoggin  and  Hudson  rivers. 
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rhbdnr,  S.ir.ih,  born  lanuarv  29,  1703-04; 
James,  b<  rn  April  1,  tjcXi,  died  June  7,  1766; 
Anna,  born  J :ne  30,  1 707:  Seth,  horn  May  1 5, 
1710.  died  J.iiy  29.  1717:  Hannah,  horn  May  23. 
1713.  1 IV  Nmiian.  horn  March  27.  1715; 

St<  j l.<  n born  May  ib.  1 72  1 . died  July  4.  1721; 
I a ri , «•«■ . h rn  | i:v  20.  1722;  Samuel,  horn  172- ; 
and  A he),  h-  rn  September  7,  1723. 

IN  1 Naihan  St  Ft  k v , son  of  James  and 
Sarah  (<  in  p ry  Seeley,  horn  March  27,  1715, 
died  April  30.  1 7 r .r  . He  married  Kh nice  - — , 

and  had  oh:!  in  n:  Seth  and  (V)  Nathan  (2). 
1 wmie.  the  in  liter,  died  in  I745.  aped  twentv- 
t ip  lit  Mars 

(V  N a : h an  Si  i 1 f Y ( 2),  son  of  Nathan  and 
1 n:  u c Si  e.ev , n *-ided  in  Stralfield,  in  the  house 
1 t : 1 1 1 hv  Irv  pi atidfal her.  James,  and  which  house 
was  n hmlt  hv  Ai'iam  Seelev.  Nathan  married 
and  had  ihih'.ien  James  (of  Ballston,  N.  Y.), 
(N  il  Ai  ni  k (of  Monroe.  Conn.),  Ahel  (of  Wes- 
tern N V ).  J'^se  (of  Bridprport.  Conn.},  and 
Ah  ton  'of  Mi  f.toe,  C orm.  ; died  in  1830,  unmar* 
I led  1 

(VI 1 Ai  ms  S111  t-  y,  son  of  Nathan  (2;.  was 
twice  married,,  lust  to  Sahria  Lvon,  who  died 
liaMtif’  < in*  1 h * 1 d , Kev.  Munson  (of  l’a'.iu\ra.  N. 
V He  man  ed  (second'  Lucy  Osborne.  and 
hv  tier  had  Sahria.  Maria.  (VII,  Naiii an  NY.. 
Aiden.  A:s<'n  1 all  five  hemp  of  Monroe.  (.  orm.  1. 
Mariette  of  'I  rumhull.  Conn.),  and  Eli  ( of  La 
Crew.  Iowa 

(N  IL  ( ai  t Nathan  \V.  Skki.ey.  son  of  Ab- 
ner and  Lucy  lOMiornr'  Seeley,  was  born  in  Mon- 
roe. I orm  , Match  16.  1807.  and  was  supposed 
to  have  hi  i n murdered  in  h is  barn  October  26, 
1 S' K’  He  n,. it r led,  March  1 7,  1 833,  J ulia  Ta vlor, 
of  New  low  n,  w ho  died  April  22,  1888.  Children; 
lieorpc,  h’.rn  November  6.  1835;  Henry  NY., 
January  8.  1839:  Lllen  A..  March  31,  1845; 
Mary  Ltmly,  June  8.  >848;  Nathan  A.,  February 
9.  1831,  died  February  22.  1856;  Lucy  A.,  De- 
cember 12.  1833;  and  Ida.  March  22.  1857  Of 
these,  Lllen  A married  June  26,  1866,  Carlos  S. 
Warner,  of  Brooklyn.  N Y.,  and  had  children; 
Fima  Luola.  horn  October  t,  1873;  and  Ethel 
Juba,  born  November  5.  1886. 


" i ill  N a:  ham  it  Si  1 1 t i . si  n of  C apt. 

' ■ •<!.*!  M.iry  1 ,;::,e\  M 1 t\,  r:  atricd 
* : ' 1 !!.  .0  d .bed  :n  I ' > v . • „ \ ::.i’  a w .bw 

* I’o.  v,  r.s  ,1  rid  i :.e  d.i.i’bitr  Nathaniel, 
^ ' * ' ' • . 1 ! • :.i  , it  and  1 . h < 1 he 

" '•  " ' * ; * rt.y  trained  J.o  1 S'liirp.  the 

" ’’  ’ r < f that  r,,i-!  ( 

1 * H 1 1 ’ • • S i r 1. 1 v,  s.  n r f 1 •'  . Nathaniel, 

' r!l  ;.i  1 ,,  I's,  d.f-d  in  j He  tr  arried 

' ,r'  ''  ' it«c  ry  J ,1  r.  i.arv  21,  1;  : - < J . and  had 


G FORCE  I'  - Dl'NCOMBE,  the  efficient  post- 
master at  Newtown.  Fairfield  countv,  was 
born  April  l,  1837.  in  Reddinp. 

Mr.  Duih  orr.be  is  descended  on  both  sides 
from  old  New  Enpland  families  and  earlv  settlers 
in  Fairfield  c unty.  His  father.  William  Edpar 
Ihincomb,  a undent  of  Reddinp  Centre,  Conn., 
was  there  ! • rn  February  17,  1830.  He  svas 
twice  married,  • nrst  1 on  November  24,  1852,  to 
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Sarah  Fairchild,  a daughter  of  Joseph  B.  and 
Phebe  (Shepard)  Fairchild,  born  April  4,  1828, 
in  Redding;  and  (second)  on  November  9.  1858, 
to  Sarah  Sanford,  born  June  7,  1833  in  Redding, 
second  daughter  of  James  and  Eliza  (French) 
Saniord.  The  children  of  the  hrst  marriage 
were:  David  S.,  born  December  15,  1854,  and 
George  F..  our  subject.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  May  7,  1857.  One  child  was  born 
to  the  second  marriage — Emma  E..  born  June  1, 
J804.  who  was  married,  November  1 1 , 1896,  to 
George  B.  Beers,  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Eliza 
(Wheeler)  Beers. 

George  F.  Duncombe  remained  in  his  native 
town  until  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  then  en- 
tered the  store  of  L.  B.  Booth,  in  Newtown, 
continuing  there  until  he  was  twenty-one.  when 
he  married  and  located  on  a farm  in  Toddy 
Hill  District,  Newtown.  For  ten  years  he  was  a 
farmer,  or  at  least  made  the  iarm  his  place  of 
abode,  being  otherwise  occupied  much  of  the 
time.  He  was  a traveling  salesman  for  two 
years,  iepiesenting  Minard  Harder,  of  Cobleskill, 
N.  Y.,  a dealer  in  engines,  boilers,  agricultural 
implements,  etc.,  and  during  this  period  traveled 
extensively  through  nine  Slates  and  Canada. 
Following  this  he  became  inteiested  in  the  New- 
town Bee.  and  was  for  eight  wars  the  secretary 
and  general  agent  of  the  company,  the  publisher 
of  that  paper,  and  he  is  still  a stockholder  in 
that  company.  Since  July  t.  1897.  he  has  been 
the  pbstmaster  of  the  borough  of  Newtown, 
which  position  he  is  filling  with  efficiency.  Mr. 
Duncombe  is  an  esteemed  citizen  of  the  com- 
munity and  has  the  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  and  his  family  are  identified  with 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  is  the 
clerk.  In  his  political  views,  he  is  a Republican.  I 

On  April  JO,  1878,  at  Newtown,  Mr.  Dun-  ( 
combe  was  married  to  Lucy,  daughter  of  David 
H.  and  Lucy  (Fairchild)  Beeis.  She  was  born 
August  to,  1854.  One  daughter,  Julia  B.,  born 
March  13,  1881,  at  Newtown,  has  blessed  this 
union;  she  is  assistant  postmaster  at  Newtown. 


J OSEPH  BENNETT  FA1RCH 1 LD (deceased) 
was  the  son  of  Hon.  Jonathan  Sturgis  Fair- 
child,  a sketch  of  whose  liie  appears  else- 
where 

Our  subject  was  born  May  7.  1S06,  in  Taun- 
ton District,  Newtown,  was  1 eared  on  a farm, 
and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  ior  the  most 
part  throughout  life.  In  his  early  manhood  he 
was  lor  a period  engaged  in  niei cantile  business 
in  Dodgingtown  District.  Later,  he  went  to  Red- 
ding, and  in  about  1852  or  1853  he  bought  the 


Abel  Botsford  farm,  in  Newtown,  which  com- 
prised some  two  hundred  acres,  living  on  this 
place  the  latter  years  of  his  life.  This  farm  was 
then  one  of  the  best  in  the  town  and  its  occupant 
1 one  of  the  best  and  most  successful  farmers,  and 
I along  with  his  farming  operations  he  dealt  quite 
! largely  in  real  estate.  Mr.  Fairchild  had  a fair 
1 common-school  education  and  was  a man  of  good 
I business  judgment.  He  was  a self-made  man. 

I In  his  political  views,  he  was  a Republican.  He 
! was  a good  citizen,  attended  the  Congregational 
| Church,  and  was  much  esteemed  in  the  commu 
I nity. 

On  January  25,  1827,  Mr.  Fairchild  wasmat- 
ried  to  Phebe  Shepard,  and  their  union  was 
blessed  with  the  following-named  children:  Sarah 
M.,  born  March  30.  1828,  married  November 24. 
1852,  William  E.  Duncomb:  George  is  referred 
to  elsewhere:  Jonathan  S.,  born  July  18.  1832, 
married  October  28,  1868,  Nellie  Morse,  of  Illi- 
nois, and  died  July  10,  1874,  in  Denver,  Cole. 
(Mrs.  Fairchild  is  a noted  Spiritualist,  and  is  one 
of  the  great  spiritualistic  mediums  of  the  United 
States,  being  known  all  over  the  country. 
Her  husband,  too,  was  a Spiritualist);  Ambrose 
S.,  born  May  t8,  1834,  died  March  20,  tStc. 
unmarried,  at  Austin,  Texas  (He  was  a carpen- 
ter by  trade  and  a manufacturer,  at  one  time 
carrying  on  a sash  and  blind  factory  at  Knoxville. 
Tenn.);  Elmer  W.  is  referred  to  farther  on;  Es- 
ther B. , born  January  22,  1841,  died  February 
2,  1890.  in  Chicago,  111.  (She  married.  May  to. 
1861.  Charles  J.  Merritt);  Henry  \Y.,  born 
March  21.  1843.  died  November  16,  1896,  in 
Chicago,  where  he  resided,  being  an  employe 
of  the  Chicago  Stamping  Company  (He  served 
as  a soldier  in  the  United  States  army  during  the 
Civil  war.  On  June  29,  1864.  he  was  married 
to  Anna  Green,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio). 

Joseph  Bennett  Fairchild  died  January  8. 
1861.  and  his  wife  passed  away  March  4,  188c 
She  was  born  July  20,  1808.  in  the  State  ol 
New  York,  daughter  of  Richard  D.  and  Fanny 
(Foote)  Shepard,  and  when  she  was  thiee  years 
of  age  her  father  came  to  Connecticut  and  soon 
settled  in  Dodgingtown  District.  Newtown,  buying 
the  place  and  building  the  house  afterward  occu- 
pied by  James  Barnum. 

Elmer  W.  Fairchild,  son  of  Joseph  Bennett 
Fairchild,  is  a native  of  Newtown,  born  in  Taun- 
ton District.  September  16,  1838.  Some  time 
after  his  school  days  were  over  he  went  to  Knox- 
ville, Tenn..  where  for  one  winter  (1858)  he 
worked  in  his  brother's  factory,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing spring  he  moved  to  Texas,  where  he  soon 
became  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  horses. 
After  a time  so  spent,  his  father's  health  becom- 
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X.tah.  J -i  1 1 .:ary  24.  I 7 3 S ; Hannah,  January  24. 

I ; 4 > . d:rd  at  Krdii.np,  January  7.  1719;  and 
1 a*  y.  I- m in  1743,  married  Rev  1. primus 

1 i \\  lor  rid 

1-  hn  ! 1 arli,  the  second  of  t lie  name  in  the 
i.itr.i.v  1 I Kr\  1-  hn  lirath.  was  matrird,  August 
3 I7C'.  I-.  Idmhr  ( urtis,  born  Febmarv  20. 

t 7 ' 7 3 -v . * : . » ■ 1 I >n  rudirr  4,  i S 1 5 John  beach 


1 1 my  John,  mentioned  below;  l’habe 
n Oio\erh  born  January  2y.  I7(k-. 


^ f • * 

urah,  born  February  3,  1774.  died 


June  in,  l'-ii  Hr  was  married,  in  1770.  to 
M.it-r)  }.i-iv  thud  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mabel 
bn  - tin  l.ii  tv.  bom  December  12,  1710.  died 
J.iiiu.iry  3.  , '"44  I hey  had  the  i ■ 1 1 1 • wine  1 hi, 
dirn  I m \ . l>i .mi  February  22,  l 7 Si  . m, lined 
l apt  la  mi  - Nt- hols,  and  died  Man  h 31.  iSic 
At. in.  born  Ni  ember  22,  17.S1.  d:»d  |i:ne  o. 
*7,v?.  Matil.rw.  born  Noveinl»er  3.  i;s.'.  Ann. 
b"Mi  br.iii  ...r  23.  1783.  married  Dt  Kli>ha 
Shi  Idoti.  and  d rd  January  21,  1844:  bo\Ie.  born 
Man  h 12.  178(1.  died  December  8,  18m;  rimlu, 
born  D !'i„,iiv  (1,  1 788,  married  Harent  Houpdi- 
talii.i',  and  did  Dec  ember  2 5.  1880,  John,  born 
Aufiivt  r.v.  ) 7 89.  is  mentioned  more  fullv  be- 
low. ( h.ii.i  in.  born  November  9.  i;'>o,  mar- 
ried 1 piniiuv  ]loi mes  W'ead  and  died  April  1, 
1874.  David,  bom  December  1 3.  179;.  died  in 
i8m  ; Mabel,  in. in  July  22.  1793.  died  December 
I 3.  I 7 or 

Ji  ih.i  Ji  hn  b I a c H . born  Auyust  28.  1789, 
wav  the  I.  null  John  in  line  of  descent  In.rn  John 
biarh.  tin*  l:t‘t  of  the  name  in  t his  coumrv.  On 
May  1 c-,  1818.  in-  married  Marcia  Curtis,  daugh- 
ter of  Ai'i  ah  Idnbey  and  Anna  (Glover)  C urtis. 
She  was  I- -in  July  t8.  1796,  in  Newtown,  and 
died  Autv:M  <>.  1801.  at  New  Haven,  (...mi.,  and 
his  death  o.  < uired  April  12,  18(19.  in  the  same 
c it v Ti  - ir  i hdd.ten  were:  John  Sheldon,  born 
July  23.  18  in.  Daniel  beers,  born  November^, 
1823;  and  Ann  Hliza,  born  June  30,  1829.  died 
March  18.  im.;. 

His  fat i.i-i  and  family  having  removed  from 
Newtown,  Judi'c  beach  remained  in  New- 
town  av  t!  . a-;,  pied  son  of  his  uncle  and  aunt, 
Daniel  and  N..o-ni  (Glover)  Beers,  who  had  no 
children  Ti.ty  pave  him  a libera!  education, 
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his  studies  being  completed  in  New  Haven.  He  j memory  of  the  Kev.  Daniel  Burhans,  D.  D.,  for 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  } S 1 4,  when  just  I thirty-one  years  the  zealous  and  efficient  Rector 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  In  1821  he  was  made  . of  the  Parish,  adorning  his  life  with  the  prints  of 
city  attorney,  which  position  he  held  until  1S24,  l the  Spirit  and  his  ministry  with  faithful  diligence, 
when  he  became  clerk  of  the  superior  court,  and  ; He  was  the  last  survivor  of  those  ordained  bv  the 
in  that  capacity  served  with  honor  for  twenty  > first  Bishop  of  Connecticut,  having  for  more 
years  A judgeship  in  the  city  court  followed,  than  half  a century  contended  for  the  faith  once 
but  shortly  after  this  he  withdrew  from  active  delivered  to  the  Saints,  as  this  Church  hath  re- 
professional life.  A man  of  great  firmness  of  > ceived  the  same.  He  was  born  at  Sherman, 
character,  instinctive  integrity,  and  high  ideals,  Conn..  July  7,  1762.  Entered  into  rest  Decem- 
his  career  as  a lawyer,  clerk  and  judge  for  half  a I her  30,  1833,  in  the  ninety-second  year  of  his  age 

century  in  New  Haven  was  marked  by  continued  1 and  the  sixtieth  of  his  ministry." 

expression  of  regard  and  delerence,  both  during  On  the  tablet  of  Rev.  Newton  E.  Marble, 
and  after  his  years  of  public  service.  I D.  D..  is  this  inscription:  “Sacred  to  the 

— 1 memory  of  the  Rev.  Newton  E.  Marble,  D.  D. 

In  Trinity  Episcopal  church,  Newtown.  Fair-  , For  twenty-one  years  the  faithful  and  devoted 
field  county,  are  four  tablets,  which  aie  said  to  Rector  of  this  Parish.  This  church  erected  dur- 
be  the  richest  in  the  country,  more  elaborate  in  1 ing  his  rectorship  stands  as  his  monument,  but  a 
design  and  detail  than  any  others  in  the  United  nobler  and  more  enduring  one  will  be  found  in 
States.  These  are  commemorative  of  the  ser-  I the  souls  he  won  to  Christ.  Born  September  1, 
vices  of  some  of  the  earlier  pastors  of  the  Parish.  1S08,  he  slept  in  Jesus  September  28,  1881,  hav- 
The  following  inscription,  in  curious  Colonial  let-  j ing  lived  on  earth  seventy-three  years." 
ters,  is  engraved  on  the  tablet  to  the  memory  of 
Rev.  John  Beach:  “To  the  blessed  memory  of 

Rev.  John  Beach,  A.  M.,  Founder  of  this  Parish.  : TlrORACE  BARNUM,  late  a resident  of  Dodg- 
born  at  Stratford,  Conn..  A.  D.  MDCC.  Grad-  ; JcdL  ingtown,  town  of  Newtown,  died  July  23, 
uated  at  Yale  College,  MDCCXX  At  gieatsac-  1 1885.  He  was  born  at  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  Decem- 
rifice,  upon  thorough  investigation  anddeepcon-  i her  7,  1S25,  and  was  married,  July  8,  1845.  to 
viction.  conforming  to  the  Church  of  England,  I Laura  Ann  Morgan,  who  survived  him.  He 
he  was  admitted  to  Holy  Orders  in  England,  ] bought  the  Walter  Clarke  place  some  twenty-five 
A.  D.  MIDCCXXXIl,  and  appointed  Missionary  | years  ago.  The  brother,  James  Barnum,  sur- 
at  Newtown  and  Reading,  of  the  Venerable  So-  vived  him.  Probably  no  man  in  that  part  of  the 
cietv  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel.  He  was  town  had  a deeper  hold  on  his  neighbors  than  Mr. 
a scholar  thorough,  a reasoner  cogent,  a contro-  I Barnum.  His  honor  won  for  him  general  re- 
versahst  able,  a preacher  persuasive,  a pastor  un-  | spect,  but  his  kindness  of  heart  made  him  not 
tiring,  a Christian  hero  undaunted.  He  was  of  1 only  respected,  but  made  for  him  many  friends, 
all  most  effective  in  laying  deep  and  broad  the 
foundation  of  the  Church  in  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut. From  the  beginning  of  his  ministry,  j TtkT/'HEELER  FAMILY  OF  NEWTOWN, 
assailed  by  bitter  intolerance  and  pursued  by  ma-  VV  John  B.  Wheeler,  a substantia!  citizen 
licious  plottings,  he  patiently  endured.  In  the  ; and  farmer  of  North  Centre  District,  town  of 
added  perils  of  a cruel  war,  lemaining  with  the  1 Newtown,  is  living  on  the  original  homestead  of 
flock,  he  continued  his  ministrations  at  the  con-  j his  ancestors.  He  has  descended  from  Thomas 
slant  risk  of  threatened  violence  and  death.  Full  I Wheeler,  of  Milford,  Conn.,  the  line  of  his  de- 
of  vears  and  labors,  he  enleied  into  rest  March  scent  being  through  Obediah  of  the  second  gen- 
XIX,  A.  D.  MDCCLXXX1I.  i eration,  Joseph,  Joseph  Bennett,  John  Botsford 

On  the  tablet  of  Rev.  Philo  Perry  is  this  in-  1 and  Russell, 
scription:  “fn  memory  of  Rev.  Philo  Perry.  Obediah  Wheeler  came  to  Newtown  some 
born  in  Woodbury,  Conn..  A.  D.  1752.  Grad-  ' time  prior  to  1739,  for  in  that  year  he  was  com- 
uaied  at  Yale  College,  1777.  Admitted  to  Holy  missioned,  by  the  Governor  of  the  Colony  of 
Orders  June  3,  1787,  from  which  time  until  < Connecticut,  first  lieutenant  of  the  second  com- 
be was  called  to  the  rest  of  Paradise,  in  1798,  he  ; pany  of  “trainband”  in  Newtown.  John  B. 
was  the  devoted  and  efficient  minister  of  the  , has  a deed,  dated  May  21,  1 750,  to  land  Obediah 
Parish,  and  a clergyman  of  eminence  in  the  coun-  Wheeier  bought  of  one  Mathew  Curtis,  which  is 
cilsof  Church.”  witnessed  by  Joseph  Bristoe  and  Ephraim  Peck. 

On  the  tablet  of  Rev.  Daniel  Bekhans  is  ! This  deed  is  evidently  for  a part  of  the  present 
this  inscription:  “To  perpetuate  the  blessed  I farm  of  John  B.  Wheeler. 
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1 i an,  l av  l,i  cn  chairman  of  the  town  committee 
t"i  l:!!nn  v..trs,  and  served  as  postmaster  of 
Neivttwn  thtf.ph  the  Ftesident  Harrison  ad- 
iT..i.i-’r.i:.t  n He  is  a director  of.  and  serves  on 
the  !•  ,«nmp  (iM.mutee  in.  the  Savings  Bank  in 
\«\vt"«r;  vi.iafe,  ai.ti  is  an  esteemed  citi/en  and 
a mat, 

(hi  April  2<  , 1S07,  Mr.  Wheeler  married 
V.trv  A \\;i(,  \.  a daughter  of  Hc-rvev  and 
1 \ !a  (Wipht  Wiicox.  of  Kilimgworth.  Conn. 
H v i nl\  i fold.  Hervey  Wilcox,  horn  September 
i i > f S . is  p i-tal  clerk  on  the  consolidated 
tr.i  1 1 ! '( t « i e n l',.  Mun  and  New  York  He  mar- 
ia ! N<!.r  (.  Hnbhell  and  fias  a son.  K ussell 
H •.  !!«  11  Whe,  let 


B<’lSl  ('KI'  In  the  memorial  proceedings 
i I tin  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary 
•I  tie  Aett  a merit  of  Milford.  ( min.,  held  in 
• >t  is  stated  that  Henry  Hoi*.|ord  died  there 
III  I'  *1  lie  had  one  son  and  hve  daughters. 
Float !..tn,  the  ‘.on.  was  twice  married,  the  name 
k m:;np  hum  his  second  wife.  Hannah,  dauph- 
ter  (I  limoth.v  Baldwin  Elnathan  wniion'd  a 
i!t  » i!  m l or  -t  one  of  the  oldest  sipnatmes  in 
N 1 . ! i . • 1 1 i 1 he  sipner  was  horn  in  It -4  1 . and  some 

of  l.;s  p : a ndt  hil' it en  settled  in  Newtown 

1 i,e  1. .one  of  Botsford  appeals  on  the  New- 
t<  wri  1 et  <>r ds  soon  alter  the  first  settlement  was 
n ..  :<  Amour  t he  residents  of  the  name  in  t8l2 
we  find  John.  Moses,  Joseph,  Htnry  and  Henry, 
Jt  J1  hn  Botsford  and  Annah  Bennett  were 
man. til  May  :t,  I 7 3 3 , and  their  children  were: 
A lie!,  horn  January  28.  1734;  Lucy,  Decern- 
tar  ;’t  . 1733;  Kr/iah,  October  12.  1737;  Annah, 

1 1 !■:  i:..ry  2; . 1745-46;  and  John.  January  28, 
>7B  Of  these,  Abiel  Botsford  had  two  sons. 
Mi  ss  K and  John.  Of  these.  Moss  K.  married 
L\ dia  Bennett  and  had  six  children:  Tarsus, 
F«  nnett.  Abiel,  Charles,  Jabez  K.  (a  sketch  of 
wh'  in  follows,.  and  Harriet;  John  married,  and 
l ad  one  son  and  two  daughters.  The  children 
of  M.  M's  Botsford  by  Sarah,  his  wife,  were: 
The t -.5  hi! us,  horn  March  23.  1731;  Jabez.  Sep- 
tember 26.  1735;  Phebe,  March  8,  1739;  and 
Jhomas,  January  13,  1743.  From  these  have 


1 , i / ■ ' ' "ii  t .iM  iin  1 
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d>  '•<  ended  many  of  the  name  who  have  resided 
in  Nt  w town. 

J.iitd  Botsford  died  April  18.  1828,  in  his 
e ; p I, t \ -third  vear,  and  Ann.  Ins  wife,  died  Sep- 
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Botsford  died  October  16,  1823,  aged  fifty-one 
years,  and  Joanna  Birch,  his  wife,  died  Decem- 
ber 27,  1850,  aged  seventy-six  years.  To  this 
couple  were  born  twelve  children,  eleven  of 
whom  lived  to  the  age  of  maturity.  Among  the 
sons  were:  Glover,  Edwin  and  George.  Of 

these,  Edwin  married  Julia  A.  bummers,  and  of 
their  seven  children  all  died  when  young  except 
Henry  and  Oliver . The  father,  Capt.  Edwin 
Botsford,  like  his  ancestors  before  him,  was 
reared  on  a farm.  He  followed  that  occupation 
until  after  the  building  of  the  Housatonic  rail- 
road in  the  latter  part  of  the  “thirties.”  He 
was  made  the  station  agent  at  Botsford,  and 
kept  a store  there  ihe  rest  of  his  lifetime.  He 
was  a straightforward,  honorable  man,  a Uni- 
versalist  in  his  religious  belief,  and  a Democrat 
in  his  political  views.  He  died  December  16, 
1848,  when  forty-five  years  of  age:  his  wife  lived 
until  March  11,  1872,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven.  Three  of  their  children,  referred  to  as 
having  died  young,  were:  Isaac  Glover,  who 

died  December  25,  JS48.  at  the  age  of  thirteen; 
and  Emily  A.  and  George  E.,  who  died  Janu- 
ary 4,  1849,  aged  sixteen  and  eight  years,  re- 
spectively. 

Oliver  Botsford.  son  of  Capt.  Edwin,  was 
born  May  25,  1823,  and  died  March  8,  1889.  He 
was  reared  on  the  farm  and  followed  farming. 
On  the  death  of  his  father  he  succeeded  him  as 
station  , agent  and  in  the  store,  and  was  so  occu- 
pied until  some  years  prior  to  his  death.  He 
was  a well-known  man.  and  an  exemplary  citi- 
zen. In  politics  he  was  a Republican.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Bray,  who  survives,  together  with 
her  three  children : Oeorge,  Nellie  and  Morris. 

Henry  Botsford,  son  of  Capt.  Edwin,  was 
born  on  his  father's  farm  in  1825.  Farming  has 
been  chiefly  his  occupation  through  life,  and  he 
has  lived  where  he  now  does,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Botsford  Station,  Newtown,  for  nearly  half  a 
century.  Mr.  Botsford  is  a respected  citizen  of 
the  town.  He  has  been  twice  married,  (first)  to 
Rebecca  Johnson,  who  was  born  October  6,  1826, 
and  died  childless  March  j 7 , 1890;  and  (Second) 
to  Julia  Hook.  In  his  politics,  Mr.  Botsford  is  a 
Democrat. 

Jabez  K.  Botsford,  a distinguished  citizen 
and  pioneer  merchant  of  Chicago,  111.,  whose 
death  occurred  there  June  8,  1S87,  was  a native 
of  Newtown,  Conn.,  burn  in  1812,  and  was  a 
son  of  Moss  K.  and  Lydia  (Bennett)  Botsford. 

In  early  manhood  our  subject  spent  some 
time  in  New  York,  engaged  in  the  wholesale  dry- 
goods  business.  The  golden  opportunities  of 
the  then  undeveloped  n souices  of  the  West  lured 
him  from  the  Eastern  metropolis,  and  in  1833 


he  went  to  Chicago,  making  the  journey  to  that 
city  from  Detroit,  Mich.,  with  Otis  Hubbard,  in 
a one-horse  wagon — a trip  of  fifteen  days.  Here 
he  entered  the  general  merchandise  business,  and 
in  1836  he  formed  a partnership  to  engage  in  the 
hardware  business  with  Cvrenius  Beers,  under  the 
I firm  name  of  Botsford  & Beers.  This  continued 
1 until  1846,  from  which  time,  and  until  the  spring 
i of  1862,  Mr.  Botsford  conducted  the  business 
| alone.  He  then  formed  a partnership  with  Mark 
| Kimball,  and  the  firm  became  J.  K.  Botsford  & 
I Co.  In  1865  Mr.  Kimball  retired,  and  Mr.  Bots- 
I ford  admitted  his  sons,  John  and  Bennet  Bots- 
l ford,  as  partners,  changing  the  name  of  the  firm 
i to  J.  K.  Botsford  & Sons,  and  it  so  remained 
1 until  1871.  The  senior  member  of  the  firm  be- 
I gan  business  in  Chicago  with  $1,800.  ' His  busi- 
i ness  talents  and  enterprise,  combined  with  un- 
; swerving  integrity  and  genial  social  qualities,  were 
I handsomely  rewarded  from  a pecuniary  point  of 
■ view,  while  his  reputation  in  the  community  was 
! that  of  an  upright,  honorable  and  useful  man.  In 
1 1800  and  in  1861  he  served  as  alderman.  Mr. 
1 Botsford  was  a Methodist,  and  an  original  mem- 
I her  and  trustee  of  the  old  Clark  Street  Church 
i as  long  as  he  lived.  During  his  administration 
was  built  the  Church  block  in  Clark  street, 
which  was  destroyed  by  the  great  fire  in  1871, 
and  afterward  rebuilt.  The  entire  cost  of  the 
t Clark  Street  Church,  $125,000,  passed  through 
1 his  hands.  He  was  also  one  of  the  projectors  of 
1 the  Evanston  University,  in  many  other  ways 
I proving  himself  the  friend  of  education,  and  he 
1 was  an  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of  tern- 
I perancc. 

In  i S3 5 Mr.  Botsford  married  Minerva  Kim- 
1 ball,  a daughter  of  John  Kimball,  of  Naperville, 
i Hi.,  and  their  children  were:  John  R.,  who  died 
1 in  1880;  Bennet,  who  married  Myra  C.  Fisk, 
i and  died  in  1898,  leaving  two  daughters;  and 
. Adalaide,  who  married  Carvl  Young,  and  has 
1 two  children,  one  son  and  one  daughter. 

Daniel  Botsford,  whose  death  occurred 
1 on  April  7,  1870,  when  he  was  seventy-nine 
i years  of  age,  was  the  son  of  Moses  and 
l Huldah  / Winton)  Botsford,  of  Zoar  District, 

I Newtown,  born  March  31,  1750,  and  March  17. 

; 1757,  respectively.  Moses  Botsford  died  April 
1 0,  1S30,  Huldah  Botsford  on  July  1,  1821. 

Daniel  Botsford  followed  in  the  footsteps  of 
1 his  ancestors,  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  was  enterprising  and  public-spirited,  and  by 
t lie  careful  and  able  management  of  his  business 
affairs  became  prosperous  and  influential.  He 
lived  on  Botsford  Hill,  and  was  at  one  time 
probably  the  largest  landowner  in  Newtown, 

1 owning  a thousand  acres.  He  was  a man  of 
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N!..r.  ii  .’4.  tSsi/.  was  burn  Aupust  24.  1S20,  tlie 
s n < .f  1 a i •*  7 lx  and  Aimer  Hotsford.  who  <iied 
| nr  t.  1 M arid  sexentv.  and  Match  6.  1S53, 
a ,’ed  sixty  x.ars,  respectively. 

• in  ice  K Bi'txford  "as  married  to  Sophia, 
il.ii.i'iit **r  ol  t >n  li  Bntsiotd  and  p’tanddaurhter 
of  K .i  .itd  Ix.'tsford.  "fio  died  Aup  ist  2S.  1S34, 
aped  t i 1 1 r t y 1 ■ nt . and  January  7,  l S 37 , aped  sixty- 
|i  i;t  \>ars,  n xp,  < tneiv.  (iur  sulncct  was  a neat 
am)  t.i'tifnl  !. timer  and  lived  on  Mount  I’le.mant 
< n tin-  l.iim  on  xxlnrh  Marcus  C amp  now  resides, 

Mr  Camp  h.ixmc  married  the  widow.  There 
were  no  i hm'ten  in>rn  to  the  first  marriape 

rnim  h..;sn  KP  and  descendants.  A sun  of 
Jared  Hrtstofd  whose  ancestry  is  pixen  under  the 
hi  ad  of  Jxi't'loid.  J’hilo  resided  on  a tatill  ill  Pal- 
estine I'xtiKt.  if  the  town  of  Newtown  wiieic 
lot  a iui.p  hit  time  he  was  ail  esteemed  citi.ni 
Phi’.o  H 'tsti  id  deparled  this  life  J uiv  K>.  I S so, 
in  the  < phtx  - !:i st  \ear  of  his  ape,  and  his  wile, 
Hannah,  xvli.  si  maiden  name  was  Nichols,  died 
May  2'),  tS;^  There  were  two  childien  horn  to 
them,  n.imeix  Austin  N..  and  Alosia,  who  mar- 
ried John  Sherwood,  of  Easton.  Conn  Tire 
lather  xxas  quite  a well-to-do  farmer.  He  "as  a 
l.eutemml  m the  militia  in  traimnp  davs,  and 
"as  a n pn  sent, dive  Irom  Newtown  in  the  Eep- 
t-latuie  m 1!  ;:.  In  his  relipious  belief  he  xxas  a 
I’mxersalist.  in  politics  a Democrat. 

Austin  N.  Jv-tslord.  son  of  Philo,  was  born  in 
t;pS,  ami  died  in  1H42.  He  was  a substantial 
farmer  ami  citi.en  of  Palestine  District  throuph- 
out  bis  lilitnm.  He  held  offices  of  trust  and 
honor,  rej  r*  -<  rited  Nexvtown  in  the  l_epis!ature 
in  l .**50.  ami  s.  rved  his  constituents  satislactorily 
and  "ithiie.bt  to  himself.  Like  his  fattier,  he 
was  a I’i.ix x rsa list,  and  in  px'litics  a Democrat. 
He  reared  h:«  chddien  to  become  useful  men  and 
"omen.  He  "as  twice  married,  the  first  tune  to 
Minerva,  daughter  of  Stephen  Plakernan,  of 
Stepnex  Si.e  was  born  in  I Sot,  and  died  in 
1S2;  Tin  :r  rhildren  died  young.  His  second 
"he  xxas  Vi  iui oa  K.  Glover,  daughter  of  lames 
Gloxti  S e xx  as  born  in  I S09,  and  died  in  1 S93. 
Tiuir  cliii.it*  11  "ere:  ft  1 Caroline,  who  married 

Edward  la: si  ns  mow  deceased),  and  had  chil- 
dren—I-'lia.  ]•  nine  and  Caroline;  they  live  in  New 
1 Haxtui  2 Phiio  G.  Botslord  was  a iatmer  in 
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Newtown  throughout  his  life,  residing  in  Pales- 
tine District.  He  was  a respected  citizen.  He 
married  Charlotte  Hinman,  and  had  childien — 
Mary,  Elizabeth  and  James,  all  now  deceased 
excepting  the  mother,  who  is  a resident  of  Pales- 
tine District,  town  of  Newtown.  Conn.  The 
father  died  March  5,  1885,  aged  fifty-five  years. 
(3)  Richard  N.  Botslord  was  a native  of  Palestine 
District,  taught  school  in  his  young  life,  and  then 
went  to  St.  Charles,  111.  He  became  a lawyer 
by  profession,  and  served  as  judge  of  the  county 
court.  He  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
Elgin.  111.,  and  there  for  years  edited  the  Elgin 
Democrat.  He  married  Ellen  Bundy,  in  Illinois, 
and  had  children — Carl,  and  Alosia  (now  de- 
ceased,. (zjJJeromeH.  Botslord  was  born  May  3, 
1833.  and  died  Januuarv  20.  1879.  He  married 
Emily,  daughter  of  Elizur  Northrop.  She  was 
born  January  5,  1834.  and  died  January  8,  1879. 
Mr.  Botsford  was  reared  in  Newtown,  and  lived 
theie  most  of  his  liietime,  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  politics,  he  was  a Democrat.  His 
children  were — Henry  (deceased).  Samuel,  Homer 
(deceased).  Adella.  Charlotte  and  Emil}'.  (5)Eu- 
gene  M.  is  referred  to  below.  (6)  James  Botsford 
in  his  early  life  taught  school,  went  West  and 
died  in  St.  Louis.  (7)  Austin  N.  Botsford  is 
now  a resident  of  Fort  Dodge.  Iowa.  He  was 
reared  on  the  old  homestead,  was  graduated 
from  Yale  College,  read  law  and  settled  in  the 
West,  when  a young  man.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  Mollie  Scott,  and  they  had  three 
sons — Geis.  Scott  and  Richard,  Scott  being  de- 
ceased. The  other  daughters  in  the  family  of 
Austin  N.  and  Volucia  B.  (Glover)  Botslord  were: 
Alosia.  who  married  Reuben  Johnson,  and  has 
one  son.  Reuben  (the}7  live  in  New  Haven); 
Amelia  ("deceased)  married  Sidney  Frost,  and 
had  one  child  that  died  in  infancy. 

Evgene  M.  Botseord  is  a prosperous  farmer 
in  Palestine  District,  town  of  Newtown,  where 
he  has  lived  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  having 
been  born  t here  November  2 1 , 1834.  The  father 
died  when  the  son  was  seven  years  of  age,  and 
the  latter  went  to  Easton,  where  be  lived  until 
lie  was  fifteen.  He  next  attended  the  Connecti- 
cut Baptist  Literary  Institution,  Suffteld,  for  two 
vears:  then  was  in  school  at  Stepney  for  a year 
or  two.  Afterward  he  settled  on  a farm,  and  has 
since  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
married  Jane  Blaketnan.  daughter  of  Charles 
Blakeman,  and  they  have  had  childien  as  follows: 
Ida  ]..  N.  Alosia,  Charles  B.  (deceased).  Eugene 
K..  Fora  A..  Bertha  M.,  Elsie  P.  and  Austin  N. 
Mr.  Botsford,  in  his  political  views,  is  a Prohibi- 
tionist. He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Stepney,  in  which  he  is  a deacon. 


TJfOLLY  H.  SEELY,  merchant,  New  York 
City,  with  residence  at  Noroton  Heights, 
town  of  Darien,  Fairfield  county,  Connecticut. 


T'ERRILL.  Botsford  Terrill,  a son  of  Reuben 
Terrill,  was  a farmer  in  Hanover  District, 
town  of  Newtown,  where  many  members  of  his 
family  have  followed  that  ancient  and  honorable 
calling.  Botsford  Terrill  was  twice  married,  first 
to  Julia  Glover,  by  whom  he  had  three  children: 
Edwin  now  a resident  of  Brookfield,  this  county: 
Jane,  who  married  Edson  Sheppard:  and  Henry, 
who  is  mentioned  more  fully  farther  on.  By  his 

second  wife Glover)  Botsford  Terrill  had 

three  children:  William  L.,  a sketch  of  whom 

follows:  Frederick  (deceased);  and  Beach,  who 
settled  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

Henry  Terrill  was  born  in  Newtown  in  1 8 j 6. 
and  for  many  years  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Hanover  District,  town  of  Newtown,  where  he 
owned  a fine  farm.  He  was  an  industrious, 
thrifty  man.  and  at  his  death,  in  1871,  was  pos- 
sessed of  a valuable  estate.  While  he  was  never 
active  in  politics,  he  was  a firm  believer  in  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  took 
much  inteiest  in  local  progress  as  well  as  in  re- 
ligious work,  being  a leading  member  of  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church,  of  Newtown.  His  wile, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Delia  Fairchild,  died  in 
1865.  They  had  three  sons:  Robert,  born  in 

1849.  a merchant  in  Winterset,  Iowa;  Levi,  born 
in  1853.  now  a commercial  traveler,  having  his 
home  in  Hastings,  Neb. ; and  Mortjmer  B.,  born 
December  23,  1855,  in  Hanover  District,  town 
of  Newtown. 

William  L.  Terrill  (deceased),  late  of 
Newtown,  where  his  death  occurred  on  June  11. 
1897.  was  born  in  Newtown,  Conn..  November 
25.  1828.  After  his  marriage,  and  until  coming, 
in  the  middle  'sixties,  to  Newtown  Centre,  where 
his  death  occurred  and  where  his  family  have 
since  resided,  he  occupied  the  farm  of  his  father- 
in-law  in  Hanover  District,  town  of  Newtown. 
The  piesent  home  of  the  family  was  formerly 
that  of  the  father  of  our  subject,  but  it  has  been 
remodeled  and  modernized,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  substantial  and  attractive  residences  of  New- 
town William  L.  Terrill  filled  a number  of 
offices  of  honor  and  trust  in  a manner  creditable 
to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  fellow 
townsmen.  He  was  first  selectman  of  the  town 
for  tlm-e  terms,  and  also  served  for  a tune  as 
second  selectman.  In  1874  he  was  one  of  the 
iepie'-entntive?  of  the  town  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, his  colleague  being  Abel  T.  Prindle.  At 
the  time  of  his  death,  and  for  a number  ol  years 


Digitized  by  t^ooQie 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


J808 


prior  thereto,  our  subject  was  one  of  the  directors  i 
in  the  Newtown  Savings  Bank.  In  his  political 
views,  he  was  a Democrat,  not  strong  in  the  faith, 
but  rather  disposed  to  being  an  Independent. 

On  October  10,  1853,  Mr.  Terrill  was  mar- 
ried to  Hannah  Maria  Terrill,  and  children  as 
follows  were  born  to  them:  Ella  J.,  William 

B.,  Emily  F.,  Frederick  A.,  Reuben  B.  and 
Henry  B.  The  family  are  members  of  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mrs.  Hannah  M.  Terrill,  widow  of  William 
L.,  was  born  May  27,  1828,  in  Newtown,  a 
daughter  of  Abel  Booth  Terrill,  a granddaughter 
of  James  Terrill,  and  a great-granddaughter  of 
Roger  Terrill.  Roger  Terrill  was  born  in  1732  I 
in  Newtown,  and  was  married  to  Patience  Foote. 
Their  children,  six  in  number,  were:  Abigail, 

Amy,  Annis,  Naomi,  James  and  Elijah.  Of 
these,  James,  born  February  5,  1764,  married, 
February  16,  1794.  Esther  Booth,  who  was  born 
March  11,  1771.  He  was  a farmer  in  Hanover 
District,  town  of  Newtown,  and  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  of  the  town:  he  died  January  1 8,  1S27, 
his  wife  on  May  6,  1836.  Their  children  were: 
Abel  Booth,  born  March  29,  1797;  and  Lucy 
Ann,  born  March  22,  1795,  died  September  11, 

1 S35. 

Abel  Booth  Terrill  was  one  of  the  large  farm- 
ers in  Hanover  District,  town  of  Newtown.  In 
politics,  he  was  a Whig,  later  a Republican,  and 
was  a man  of  strong  character.  He  was  baptized 
in  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, (first)  on  April  3.  1822,  to  Sophia  Botsford, 
who  was  born  November  24,  1799.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Mary  Sophia,  born  January  8,  1823, 

married  William  Botsford;  Emily,  born  June  21, 
1824,  married  Horace  Beers:  Caroline,  born  Jan- 
uary 31,  1826,  married  Daniel  M.  Beers;  Han- 
nah Maria  is  the  widow  of  our  subject ; and  James 
B. , born  February  6,  1833,  died  July  3,  1866. 
The  mother  of  these  children  passed  from  earth 
November  1,  1834,  and  on  February  8,  1848, 
the  father  was  married  to  Minerva  Bidwell. 


MENRY  B.  DIKEMAN.  who  died  March  tS, 
1891,  when  about  sixty  years  old,  was  one 
of  the  most  highly-esteemed  men  of  his  genera- 
tion in  Newtown,  of  which  town  he  was  a native 
and  a lifelong  resident. 

Mr.  Dikeman  devoted  his  life  to  farming  pur- 
suits, met  with  success,  and  by  energy  and 
well-directed  efforts  acquired  a moderate  com- 
petence. He  was  a constant  attendant  and  con- 
sistent member  of  Trinity  Church,  a man  whose 
kindliness  of  heart  and  thorough  integrity  and 
uprightness  of  character  were  not  only  graven 


on  his  heart,  but  shown  forth  in  his  daily  life. 
Not  prominent  in  public  affairs,  he  cared"  little 
for  the  plaudits  of  men.  He  was  devoted  to  his 
home,  his  friends  and  associates,  and  his  death 
was  a crushing  force  upon  the  members  of  the 
household. 

Besides  a wife,  who  was  formerly  Emily 
Camp,  daughter  of  Dibble  Camp,  and  his  daugh- 
ters— Julia  and  Lillie — Mr.  Dikeman  left  a 
brother,  Oscar  Dikeman,  of  New  Haven.  Conn., 
and  three  sisters — Sophia,  Mrs.  George  E.  Por- 
ter, of  Daytona,  Florida;  Martha,  Mrs.  Alfred 
D.  Tyrrill;  and  Miss  Emma  Dikeman,  of  New 
Haven. 


LAMSON  BIRCH  (deceased),  who  in  his  life- 
time was  a resident  of  Newtown,  figured 
1 conspicuously  in  town  affairs  in  the  early  part  of 
I the  present  century. 

Born  October  15,  1771.  and  baptized  Octo- 
I ber  27,  same  year,  Mr.  Birch  was  the  son  of 
! William  and  Catherine  (Hubbell)  Birch,  who.  ac- 
1 cording  to  Newtown  records,  were  married  Sep- 
! tember  27,  1750,  and  had  children:  Ezra,  born 

j lune  28.  1751;  Nehemiah,  February  11,  1753; 

1 barah,  October  13,  1755;  Delight.  November  14, 

| 1759:  Catherine,  August  11,  1702;  William.  Oc- 
) tober  16,  1766;  and  Lamson. 

Lamson  Birch  was  married  several  times. 

I According  to  the  Newtown  records,  he  on  June 
i 15.  >797-  married  Polly  Nichols  (who  died  No- 
■ vember  19,  1807,  in  her  thirty-third  year),  daugh- 
I ter  of  Peter  and  Rebecca  (Camp)  Nichols,  and 
I they  had  the  following  children:  David  M.,  Will- 
i jam  N.,  Polly  ‘A.,  Sally  M.  and  Philo  M. 

I Another  wife,  Betty , died  May  28,  1823, 

in  her  thirty-second  year.  The  last  wife  of  Squire 
I Birch  was  Mary  Ann,  widow  of  James  Glover, 
and  daughter  of  Solomon  Glover.  She  was  born 
! November  19,  1776,  and  lived  to  the  remarkable 
I age  of  102  years,  dying  in  1878.  She  was  mar- 
I ried  to  James  Glover  August  3.  1794,  and  their 
I union  was  blessed  with  twelve  children. 

Our  subject  resided  on  a farm  probably  a half 
j mile  southwest  of  Newtown  village.  He  was  a 
j justice  of  the  peace  for  years.  He  had  the  rep- 
t utation  of  never  being  in  a hurry  save  when  he 
I heard  a case,  at  which  time  it  occurred  to  him 
I that  the  sooner  he  got  it  off  his  hands  the  better, 
so  he  seldom  deliberated  long  over  it  but  passed 
I judgment  promptly.  In  politics  he  was  a Dem- 
ocrat, in  religious  belief  a Universalist.  From 
1813  to  1 833  he  was  several  times  selectman,  and 
in  1817  he  was  a representative  from  Newtown 
in  the  State  Legislature.  He  died  November  19, 
1859,  aged  eighty-eight  years. 
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TViEY.  HENRY  L.  WHEELER,  who  died 
ll  February  22,  1894,  aged  seventy  years,  was 
an  esleemed  citizen  of  Sandy  Hook.  He  was 
the  son  of  Samuel  and  Betsey  (Smith)  Wheeler, 
farming  people,  and  was  a native  of  Monroe. 

For  a time  Mr.  Wheeler  taught  school  in 
Southbury,  and  later  at  Sandy  Hook,  both  pri- 
vate and  public.  For  thirty- four  years  he  was 
in  the  tin  and  stove  business  at  Sandy  Hook, 
selling  out  in  1886  In  1878  he  was  ordained  a 
Methodist  preacher  in  Brooklyn  by  Bishop  Fos- 
ter, and  at  different  times  he  served  as  preacher 
in  charge  at  Sandy  Hook,  Brookfield  Iron  Works, 
Southville,  and  at  West  Redding.  In  his  sphere 
in  that  denomination  he  was  a very  useful  man. 
His  wife  (formerly  the  widow  of  Harry  Tucker), 
whom  he  married  in  1849,  "'as  a lovely  charac- 
ter. A consistent  Christian,  she  was  a leader  in 
e\ery  good  work,  an  active  and  faithful  member 
of  the  Church  lor  vea rs.  In  her  hospitable  home, 
lor  nearly  half  a century,  the  Methodist  preach- 
ers and  presiding  elders  were  entertained,  and  a 
large  circle  of  warm  friends  ever  made  welcome. 
She  was  one  of  those  quiet,  unostentatious  per- 
sons who,  bv  their  courtesy  and  good  judgment, 
are  such  a power  lor  good  in  the  world. 

E EDWARD  STARR,  who  was  a well-known 
Jj,  merchant  in  Newtown  along  in  the  “fifties” 
and  “ sixties, ” died  November  27,  1879,  when 
he  was  aged  seventy-five  years:  his  wife.  Mar} 
B.  (Turner),  died  January  3,  1870,  aged  sixty- 
three  years.  Mr.  Starr  gave  up  business  some 
rears  prior  to  his  death,  retiring  with  a compe- 
tence. He  was  a successful  business  man  and  a 
moneymaker;  was  a man  of  light  build,  frail, 
and  of  a genial  nature.  He  had  no  children. 

GILBERT  FAMILY.  Stephen  Gilbert,  the 
_ ancestor  of  the  families  ol  that  name,  a 
sketch  of  whom  is  given  in  the  following,  mar- 
ried Mary  Holmes,  April  15,  1773.  and  resided 
in  Huntingtown  District,  town  of  Newtown,  until 
his  death,  December  17.  1827.  He  was  born 
December  17.  1749:  bis  wife  Mary  (Holmes, 
was  born  December  18,  1752,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 14.  1S40. 

Ezra  Gilbert,  son  of  Stephen  Gilbert,  was 
born  August  28.  178:  He  was  a farmer  and 

landowner  in  Huntingtown  District.  He  served 
as  captain  of  militia  in  the  army  at  New  Lon- 
don in  the  war  of  1812.  On  November  22,  1S07. 
he  married  Sarah  Kimberly  Smith,  of  Walling- 
ford, who  was  born  July  2;,  1788,  at  New  Ha- 
ven, and  died  at  '1  otienville,  Staten  Island, 


I December  29,  1873.  To  this  marriage  were 
! born  seven  children,  namely:  (1)  Henry,  born 

| September  25,  1808,  died  February  12,  186:, 

1 at  Easton,  Conn.  He  married  Eliza  Barlow, 
1 and  had  children — Charles  H.,  Caroline  E., 

I Emily  S.,  Sarah  N..  Stephen  B.,  and  Albert  S. 

1 Ezra  Gilbert  died  in  Newtown.  December  16, 

| 1826. 

(2)  George  Gilbert,  born  November  24,  1810, 
i died  April  9,  1881.  On  June  7,  1834,  by  Rev. 

( C.  C.  Stratton,  rector  of  Trinity  Protestant 
! Episcopal  Church,  of  Newtown,  Conn.,  he  was 
1 married  to  Julia  Ann  Bennett,  of  Weston,  who 
1 was  born  September  1,  1810,  and  died  May  9, 

I 1899.  The  names,  with  dates  of  birth,  etc.,  of 
1 their  eight  children  are  as  follows:  Mary  J., 

i born  November  20,  1835,  died  July  11,1856; 

! Elias,  August  13,  1836;  John,  February  9,  1838; 

' Lmeline,  June  20,  1840.  died  October  20,  1875; 
George.  September  10,  1843,  died  May  15, 
1853;  Susan.  March  20,  1S47;  Adeline,  March 
1 10,  1849,  died  May  22,  1881;  and  Isabel,  De- 
■ c ember  9,  1851.  The  father  of  these  was  by 
trade  a carpenter,  also  followed  farming.  He 
was  a good  citizen  and  an  upright  man,  esteemed 
I by  his  fellow  citizens. 

(3)  Horace  Gilbert,  born  June  8,  1812,  died 
I May  2).  1886.  In  early  life  he  was  engaged 

in  the  buicher  business,  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing Later  in  life  he  became  a merchant,  in  con- 
nect ion  with  his  farming  operations,  and  was 
such  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  carrying  on 
business  in  Huntingtown  District,  Newtown.  He 
was  a well-read  man  and  one  of  influence  in 
town  affairs,  a strong  Democrat,  but  was  not 
active  in  politics.  Mr.  Gilbert  married,  Septem- 
ber 19,  1832,  Amanda  Morgan,  of  Redding, 
born  May  19,  1812.  She  died  September  4, 
1851.  Their  ten  children  were:  Ezra  A.,  born 
December  3,  1833;  Edward,  April  20,  1835,  died 
March.  1876;  Mary  F.,  March  23.  1 837;  Cornelia, 
August  28,  1839;  Levi  C.  is  referred  to  farther 
on:  Horace  L. , April  13,  1843,  died  January  17, 
1880;  John  L.,  May  24,  1845.  died  May  22, 
1885;  Charles  E.,  November  5.  1S46;  Martha 
A.,  January  29.  1849.  died  May  26,  1849;  and 
1 Albert.  September  4,  1851.  Horace  Gilbert  for 
’ hi-  second  wife  married.  October  15.  1 8 54. 
Sarah  Sanford,  of  Easton,  by  whom  he  had 
(hire  children,  namely:  Florence,  Ida  M.,  and 
1 annv  A Three  of  the  sons  of  Horace  Gilbert 
served  their  country  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
Hoiace  L.  in  Company  I,  St h Conn.  V.  I.,  and 
Charles  E.  in  Company  M.  2nd  Heavy  Artillery. 

(4I  Caroline,  born  November  18,  1813.  died 
March  27,  1 8S7 . (5)  Smith,  horn  October  29, 

1 1815.  died  March  30,  1879. 
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(6)  Albert  Gilbert,  born  June  8,  1817,  mar- 
ried May  3,  1846,  Rebecca  Edmunds,  and  had 
children:  William  E.,  engaged  in  business  in 

Paris,  France:  Albert;  and  Rebecca  \Y.,  who 
died  January  23,  1882.  The  father  was' grad- 
uated from  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Penn., 
with  the  class  of  ’38.  In  1842  he  was  graduated 
from  the  University  of  New  York,  New  York 
City,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  1845.  He 
served  in  the  State  Legislature  from  New  York 
in  1849-50!  from  1851  to  1858  he  was  secretary 
of  the  board  of  education  in  New  York  City;  and 
was  then  eight  years  secretary  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Free  College  and  Free  Library  ! 
of  that  city.  By  virtue  of  his  attainments  he  | 
was  honored  to  membership  of  the  American  In- 
stitute, American  Geographical  Society  and  the 
Mercantile  Library  Association  of  New  York,  i 
He  was  a man  of  great  intellectuality  and  broad 
acquaintance,  courteous  and  affable.  He  resided  1 
in  Paris  several  years,  and  was  conversant  with  j 
the  language,  books  and  literature  of  the  French  j 
people.  For  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  he  ' 
lived  with  his  son,  Capt.  Albert  Gilbert,  Jr.,  at  ' 
Jamestown,  N.  Y.  His  death  occurred  July  21, 
1898.  (7)  Eliza,  born  March  31,  1820,  died 

January  7,  1887, 

Levi  C.  Gilbert,  son  of  Horace  Gilbert,  was 
born  October  24,  1841,  and  received  his  educa- 
tional training  in  the  schools  of  Huntingtown  Dis- 
trict. In  boyhood  he  assisted  his  father  in  his 
butchering  business.  When  about  twenty  he  went 
to  Canada  West  (now  Ontario),  and  was  there  en- 
gaged for  some  five  years  in  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  goods,  but  since  1 868  he  has  resided  on  his 
present  farm  in  Huntingtown  District,  where  he 
has  now  about  130  acres  of  well-improved  land. 

In  connection  with  farming  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  butchering  business,  having  bought  the 
business  from  his  father,  and  has  since  conducted 
it.  Politically.  Mr.  Gilbert  is  a Democrat.  In 
November,  1864,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Waltho,  and  the)'  have  had  six  children:  Will- 

iam. Frances  E.,  Levi  C..  Lillie  M.,  John  Le- 
Rov.  and  Charles.  The  sons  are  in  business 
with  their  father. 


W ALTER  JOHNSON,  who  died  in  Hunt- 

ingtown  District,  town  of  Newtown,  | 

March  20,  1889,  in  the  eighty-eighth  year  of  his 
age.  was  a son  of  Jacob  Johnson,  and  one  of  the  ! 
old  type  of  Newtown  farmers,  most  of  whom  I 
preceded  him  to  their  rest.  His  long  life  was  1 
passed  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  his  birthplace.  1 
In  politics,  he  was  a Democrat  of  the  old  school,  , 


1 and  was  never  known  to  break  from  party  lines — 
1 once  a Democrat,  always  a Democrat.  Hischil- 
1 dren's  names  are  Juliette,  Elizabeth,  Orville  and 
; Jerusha.  His  wife  died  in  1875,  and  both  are 
■ buried  in  the  old  graveyard  in  Huntingtown  Dis- 
i trict. 


DENNIS  WRIGHT  NASH,  who  died  in  New- 
town, June  14,  1891,  at  the  age'of  seventy- 
three,  was  the  youngest  member  of  a family  of 
children,  and  was  the  last  to  pass  away.  His 
three  brothers — David,  John  and  Peter — as  well 
as  his  two  sisters — Mrs.  Charles  Peck  and  Mrs. 
Ammon  Smith — have  been  dead  a number  of 
years. 

Our  subject  married  (first)  Betsey  Lawrence, 
and  (second)  Catherine  Lawrence,  who  is  the 
mother  of  his  daughter — Betsey  A. 

Mr.  Nash  was  a member  of  Trinity  Church, 
and  few  in  the  community  had  a higher  reputa- 
tion for  integrity,  industry,  and  all  that  goes  to 
make  up  a worthy  citizen.  By  trade  he  was  a 
carpenter,  and,  because  of  his  conscientiousness, 
his  industry,  and  good  judgment,  his  services 
were  always  in  good  demand  by  his  townspeople, 
among  whom  he  worked  for  half  a century. 


PtETER  M.  NASH,  who  died  November  18, 

1889.  was  one  of  Newtown’s  lifelong  resi- 

j dents  and  excellent  painters.  Strictly  upright 
I and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  he  was  through- 
| out  life  a hard  and  conscientious  worker.  He 
1 was  a son  of  Micajah  Nash,  by  his  second  wife, 

I and  was  born  in  the  Judge  Warner  corner  house, 

! where  his  father,  who  came  here  from  Norwalk, 

I Conn.,  and  carried  on  the  hatting  business  with 
I his  uncle  Dennis,  resided. 

Peter  M.  Nash  learned  the  comb-making  busi- 
1 ness  with  Charles  Peck,  his  uncle,  when  the  busi- 
i ness  was  so  prosperous  here  that  there  were  one 
i hundred  apprentices  in  the  town.  Later  he  went 
into  the  comb-making  business  with  Hermon 
Peck.  He  was  long  station  agent  at  Newtown 
depot,  and  finally  devoted  himself  principally  to 
painting.  He  was  thrifty,  owning  a number  of 
places  in  Newtown,  and  was  a well-read  man. 


EnLI  GOULD  BENNETT,  who  died  October 
_j  24,  1883.  was  born  in  Newtown  in  1829. 
In  the  fall  of  the  year  1854  he.  with  his  family 
(he  having  in  1850  married  Minerva  C.  Sherman), 
settled  in  Coldwater,  Mich.,  where  he  resided 
until  1857,  then  removed  to  Bronson,  in  the 
same  State.  Up  to  that  time  he  had  followed 
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farming,  and  then  commenced  to  enlarge  his 
business  operations,  accumulating  in  course  of 
time  a large  amount  of  property.  During  the 
financial  crisis  of  1867,  however,  he  lost  every- 
thing. In  1872  he  moved  with  his  family  to 
Burr  Oak,  and  commenced  the  work  of  retrieving 
his  fortune;  but  again  lost  all.  and  the  third  time 
he  began  anew.  He  was  in  a fair  way  of  once 
more  making  a fortune  when  he  was  prostrated 
by  the  fatal  malady  which  had  its  origin  about 
seven  years  before  his  death. 

Et-ZRA  PATCH,  w'ho  died  at  Sandy  Hook,  in 
1 the  town  of  Newtown,  July  31,  1883,  aged 
seventy-six  years,  was  one  of  the  town’s  oldest 
citizens,  having  resided  lor  fifty-four  years  in  the 
house  in  which  he  died. 

Mr.  Patch  was  born  July  5,  1S07,  at  Dan- 
bur)’.  When  he  was  seven  years  old  his  father 
died,  and  the  lad  then  went  to  live  with  Asher 
Starr,  of  Brookfield.  He  afterward  learned  the 
clothier’s  trade  with  Samuel  Morris,  of  Beaver  - 
brook,  and  then  learned  the  hatting  business 
with  Joel  Taylor,  of  Great  Plain.  On  October 
22.  1828,  he  married  Betsey  Adams,  of  Redding, 
and  then  came  to  Sandy  Hook  to  work  with 
Moses  Parsons,  his  brother-in-law.  He  after- 
ward went  into  the  him  of  Parsons  & Patch,  he 
being  the  New’  York  house  representative.  He 
once  represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature, 
and  for  fourteen  tears  was  postmaster  at  Sandy 
Hook.  For  nearly  fifty  tears  he  was  an  accept- 
able and  useful  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
in  which  he  filled  the  offices  of  class-leadei. 
steward  and  trustee. 


PLATT.  Ephraim  Platt  died  May  11,  1834, 
aged  sixty- four  t ears,  and  Polly  (Kimberly), 
his  wife,  died  April  12,  J852,  aged  eighty  years. 
Their  remains  rest  in  the  old  burying  ground  at 
Morgan  Corners. 

The  children  of  this  couple  were:  Harry  and 
Bennett  are  both  referred  to  farther  on;  Char- 
lotte married  Capt.  Hart  Shepard;  Laura  mar- 
ried William  Sruddei.  and  resides  at  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.  Of  these,  Harry  Platt  died  November 
25,  1882,  in  the  eighty-fourth  .tear  of  his  age. 
He  was  three  times  married,  (first)  to  Trvphena 
Crofut,  who  was  ihe  mother  of  all  his  children, 
(second)  to  Hannah  Batnum.  and  (third)  to 
Julia  Perkins.  Trvphena  Crofut  was  a daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Taiipenes  Crofut,  the  former  of 
whom  died  March  8,  1851,  aged  eighty-four, 
and  the  latter  on  1 ) « t . mber26.  1813,  aged  forty- 
four.  Trvphena.  their  daughter,  died  August  12, 


1846,  in  her  forty-third  year.  Hannah  (Barnum) 
Platt  died  March  4,  1872,  in  her  seventy- second 
year.  The  children  born  to  Harry  and  Tryphena 
Platt  were:  Jerome;  Charles  married  a Miss 

Bassett,  and  is  keeping  “Platt’s  Inn”  at  Bethel, 
i Conn. ; Elizabeth  married  Bennett  Blackman, 

I and  lives  in  Newtown  village;  Isaac,  James  and 
! Eliza  died  years  ago,  when  in  youth. 

“ Uncle  ” Harry,  as  Mr.  Platt  was  known  all 
1 over  this  region  of  the  country,  was  in  his  time 
l one  of  the  foremost  men  in  Newtown  affairs,  and 
! he  built  many  bridges  for  the  town.  He  was  a 
1 great  cattleman,  buying  oxen  in  the  eastern  part 
i of  the  State  to  sell  in  Newtown.  He  was  gener- 
ous and  hospitable,  was  very  favorably  known, 
and  his  place  was  a rendezvous  of  all  cattlemen 
1 coming  this  way. 

Jerome  Platt,  son  of  Harry,  now  occupies  a 
part  of  the  old  home  farm.  In  his  early  years 
ire  was  an  experienced  hand  with  oxen,  and  not 
infrequently  had  fi\e  or  seven  yoke  in  hauling 
wood  to  the  hatters  in  Bethel.  He  was  born  in 
April,  1836,  and  has  passed  his  sixtv-three  years 
not  far  from  the  old  home,  occupied  in  farming. 
Until  he  was  twenty-three  he  remained  at  home 
with  his  father.  He  has  been  married  twice, 
(first)  to  Martha  B.  Joyce,  who  died  May  10, 
1806.  in  her  twenty-ninth  year,  and  (second)  to 
Ida  McLoughlin.  His  children,  all  by  the  first 
wife,  consisted  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Mr.  Platt  is  an  Independent  in  local  politics,  vot- 
ing for  the  man  he  deems  best  qualified  for  the 
1 office. 

Bennett  Platt,  son  of  Ephraim,  was  born 
October  4.  1800,  and  died  May  7,  1885.  He 
married  Augusta  Shepherd,  who  was  born  Febru- 
ary 27.  1817,  and  still  survives.  Three  of  their 
■ children  died  years  ago,  namely:  Laura  and 

1 Henry,  in  1855;  and  Philo,  in  1859,  in  his  twen- 
tieth y ear.  At  the  father's  death  two  daughters 
survived.  Mrs.  George  Hoyt  and  Mrs.  Lake, 
i Bennett  Platt  was  a most  excellent  man  and  citi- 
zen, possessed  a good  mind,  and  had  a most  vivid 
1 recollection  of  the  past. 


WHLLIAM  PLATT  (deceased).  The  gene- 
alogy and  early  ancestral  history  of  the 
lat<  William  Platt  is  more  fully  spoken  of  in 
another  article  in  this  volume 

Nathan  Piatt,  his  grandfather,  the  eldest  son 
of  Josiah  Platt  and  Sarah  (Sanford)  Platt,  was 
born  March  3,  1761,  in  Newtown.  He  married 
Ruby  Smith,  of  the  same  town,  and  lived  many 
tears  in  Waterbury,  Conn.  He  was  a soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  His  second  marriage  was  to 
1 Charlotte  Dickerman.  He  died  in  Wallingford,  in 
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1 84  5-  in  his  eighty-fourth  year,  and  was  buried 
in  Waterbury.  His  wife  Kubv  died  in  1829. 
His  children  by  his  first  marriage  were:  Levi 

Smith,  Alfred,  Ely,  Almon,  Anner,  Leonard, 
Sarah  and  Martha. 

Levi  Smith  Platt,  father  of  William,  was 
born  in  1787.  He  married  Patty  Hawley,  of 
Danbury,  and  spent  his  closing  days  on  his  larm 
there,  dying  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Emmon,  Mary  Ann,  William,  Lorin 

and  Elizabeth.  Of  these,  Emmon  lived  to  be  in 
his  eighty-second  year,  dying  October  16,  1890. 
For  years  he  worked  with  his  brother  William  in 
the  button  business. 

William  Platt  was  born  in  1814  in  Washing- 
ton. Conn.  He  entered  Yale  College,  but  on  ac-  | 
count  of  floor  health  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  1 
his  studies  there.  He  followed  teaching  success- 
fully until  he  commenced  manufacturing  buttons 
in  Danbury,  in  1842.  In  1S44  he  moved  the 
business  to  Cold  Spring,  continuing  the  same 
there  until  1869,  when  he  moved  to  Newtown 
village.  In  1839  he  married  Fannie  Sherman, 
of  Danbury,  daughter  of  Oman  Sherman,  and 
commenced  housekeeping  in  the  house  where 
General  Wooster  died — the  headquarters  of  Gen- 
eral Lvon  during  the  siege  of  Danbury  in  the 
days  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  In  1854  Mr. 
Platt  represented  Newtown  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. He  was  a prosperous  and  influential  citi- 
zen. He  built  a beautiful  home  crowning  one  of 
the  hills  adjacent  to  and  overlooking  the  village 
of  Newtown,  where  his  widow  and  son  Charles 
and  family  reside.  Mr.  Platt's  death  occurred 
in  1S94.  His  children  were:  Francis  William, 

born  1S40,  married  Annie  Northrop,  1866,  and 
died  1877;  Emily  Jane,  born  1841,  died  1876; 
Charles  Smith,  born  1846,  married  Ella  Eoline 
Ingraham,  of  Adams,  Mass.,  in  1879:  Fannie  E. , 
born  1850.  died  1853:  and  Roger  Sherman,  born 
1834,  died  1872.  The  children  born  to  Charles 
Smith  and  Ella  E.  Platt  are  as  follows:  Charles 
Roy,  born  1880;  Arthur  Ingraham,  born  1882; 
and  Agnes  Electra,  born  1883.  Charles  S.  Platt 
has  for  vears  been  the  organist  of  Trinity  Church. 
He  is  a music  teacher  of  considerable  note,  hav- 
ing studied  music  abroad,  and  is  one  of  New- 
town's useful  citizens. 


RICHARD  PLATT,  the  progenitor  of  many 
of  the  New  England  Platts,  came  to  this 
country  in  1638  and  landed  at  New  Haven.  He 
owned  land  in  and  around  New  Haven.  He  was 
enrolled  among  the  first  settlers  of  Milford,  No- 
vember 20.  1639,  having  four  in  his  family. 
" He  had  probably  brought  with  him  from  Eng- 


land his  children,  Mary,  John,  Isaac  and  Sarah, 
for  his  first  child  baptized  in  Milford,  by  the 
record,  was  Epenetus,  July  12,  1640.  Subse- 
quently were  baptized  Hannah,  October  1,  1643; 
Josiah,  1645,  and  Joseph,  in  1649.”  . 

In  August,  1889,  at  the  interesting  and  note- 
worthy commemoration  of  the  settlement  of 
Milford  250  years  ago,  the  name  of  Richard 
Platt  was  mentioned  with  honor,  and  among  the 
coping  stones  of  the  beautiful  memorial  bridge 
erected  over  the  Wapawaug,  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  the  early  settlers,  was  one  placed 
with  this  inscription: 

DEACON 

RICHARD  PLATT, 

OBIT  1684. 

MARY  HIS  WIFE. 

This  among  the  capstones  in  the  bridge  was 
placed  there  bv  the  liberality  and  thoughtfulness 
of  two  of  his  descendants,  the  late  Prof.  John- 
son T.  Platt,  of  New  Haven,  and  Theron  E. 
Platt,  of  Newtown. 

The  sons  and  daughters  of  Richard,  as  nearly 
in  the  order  of  their  precedence  as  we  are  able 
to  determine,  were  Mary,  John,  Isaac  and  Sarah; 
then  those  who  were  baptized  in  Milford  — Epe- 
netus, Hannah,  Josiah  and  Joseph.  It  should 
be  stated  that  Richard  and  his  sons  John  and 
Josiah  are  recorded  among  the  original  purchasers 
and  proprietors  of  Newtown.  But  John  finally 
went  to  Norwalk.  Isaac  and  Epenetus  to  Hunt- 
ington, L.  1.,  only  Josiah  and  Joseph  remaining 
in  Milford,  the  first  home  of  the  family. 

Josiah  Platt,  son  of  Richard  (1),  was  bap- 
tized in  1645.  the  probable  year  of  his  birth. 
The  town  records  say  that  “Josiah  Platt  and 
Sarah  Canfield,  both  of  Milford,  were  married 
December  2,  1669.”  Their  children  were: 

Josiah,  born  June  29,  1671;  Sarah,  September 

17,  1673;  Mary,  November  13,  1675;  John  (a 
favorite  name  in  most  of  the  branches),  Septem- 
ber 5,  1677;  Josiah  (2),  August  9,  1682;  Hannah, 
baptized  November  29,  1685;  Abigail,  baptized 
March  4,  168S;  and  Joseph,  January  15,  1693. 

The  Newtown  town  records  show  that  Josiah 
Platt,  of  the  town  and  county  of  New  Haven,  in 
consideration  of  love  and  affection  to  his  son, 
Josiah  Platt,  of  Newtown,  willed  him  half  his 
land  on  Gelding  Hill,  in  Newtown,  October  18, 
1758.  [Vol.  VII,  p.  157.]  Josiah  Platt,  of  Mil- 
ford, Conn..  " in  consideration  of  love  and  good 
will  which  I have  and  do  bear  unto  my  grand- 
son, Josiah  Platt  3d,  now  of  Newtown,  ” October 

18,  1788,  willed  him  land  in  Newtown.  [Large 
Vol.  VII,  p.  155.]  Josiah  Platt,  Sr.,  of  Milford, 
to  his  son,  ]osiah  Platt,  Jr.,  of  New  Haven, 
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willed  “ 108  acres  on  Gelding  Hill,  in  New- 
town.” [Id.,  1,  49.] 

The  will  of  Josiah  Platt,  dated  October  26, 
1758,  is  on  record  in  the  Probate  court  of  New 
Haven.  The  testator  mentions  his  wife,  Sarah, 
and  sons  Josiah,  Nathan,  Isaac,  Jonas,  daughter 
Frances  (Peck),  and  granddaughters  Sarah,  Abi- 
gail and  Mary.  He  gave  lands  in  Waterbury  to 
his  sons  Nathan  and  Isaac.  “ Nathan  Platt  and 
Amos  Platt  conveyed  to  Mary  Platt,  wife  of  Isaac 
Platt,  lands  in  Zoar,  descended  to  them  from 
their  mother,  Sarah  Platt.” 

John  Platt  was  an  early  settler  in  Newtown. 
On  February  7,  1721-22.  he  conveyed  to  his 
brother,  Josiah  Platt,  of  Milford,  the  one-fourth 
part  of  a whole  right  of  commonage  in  undivided 
land  throughout  the  whole  township.  [Bk.  1, 
Vo!.  XXVI.]  John  Platt,  of  Newtown,  conveyed 
land  in  that  town  to  his  sons,  Ebenezer,  John 
and  Moses,  in  1741.  In  Newtown  it  is  recorded, 
March  n,  1766,  that  Josiah  Platt  was  aged 
ninety-one;  January  3,  1769,  his  widow  was 
about  ninety-one  years  of  age. 

In  Newtown  Records  [Vol.  V1I1J  the  follow- 
ing is  found:  “Josiah  Platt  and  Sarah  Sanford 

were  joined  in  marriage  covenant  November  13, 
1 7 c S . Children:  Hannah,  born  October  3, 

1759;  Nathan,  born  March  3,  1761;  Isaac,  born 
December  24,  1762:  Louisa,  born  May  28,  1765; 
Amos,  born  January  12,  1768;  and  Jonas,  born 
January,  ij,  1770.” 


IrVES  GLOVER,  who  died  June  16,  1883,  in 
1 the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age.  was  born 
March  12,  1802.  He  took  great  interest  in  pass- 
ing events.  He  descended  from  Henry  Glover, 
who  came  to  this  country  from  England  in  about 
1660.  being  among  the  early  proprietors  of  New 
Haven,  and  a large  land  owner  in  what  is  now 
that  city. 

John  Glover,  the  great-gieat-grandlather  of 
Jves  Glover,  was  a large  land  owner  in  his  day,  a 
prominent  man  in  town  affairs : be  was  town  clerk 
in  1712  and  1715.  He  died  June  30,  1752,  aged 
seventy-eight  years. 

Simeon  Glover,  Ives  Glover's  father,  was  born 
Mav  14,  1772.  He  married,  for  his  first  wife, 
Olive  Booth,  August  3,  1792:  for  his  second  | 

wife.  Rachel . March  22,  1795:  and.  for 

his  third  wife,  Mary  Gregory,  August  2,  1801. 
There  was  one  son  born  to  him  by  the  first  mar- 
riage. Ebenezer  Booth  Glover,  who  died  in  the 
United  States  service  at  New  London,  Conn., 
June  8.  1815,  aged  twenty-one  years.  There 
"were  three  children  born  to  the  second  marriage: 
Harry,  Charles  and  Olive;  and  four  children  born 


to  the  third  marriage:  Ives,  Melora,  Nancy,  and 

Henry.  Charles  Glover  (above),  who  died  at 
Roxbury.  Conn.,  March  22,  1884,  in  the  eighty- 
sixth  year  of  his  age,  was  a native  of  Newtown, 
born  February  14,  1798,  and  was  the  last  surviv- 
1 ing  child  of  Simeon  Glover,  of  Newtown.  The 
1 earlier  part  of  his  life  was  passed  in  Newtown, 
I working  at  his  trade  as  a mechanic.  The  first 
i.  one-horse  wagon  ever  in  Newtown  was  made  by 
I him,  and  in  those  days  it  was  a novelty.  After 
middle  life  he  moved  to  Roxbury.  Industry  was 
his  motto,  and  here,  among  the  hills  and  dales, 
he  lived  until  the  time  of  his  death,  rearing  a 
family  of  nine  children.  He  was  a great  reader, 

1 and  possessed  of  a very  retentive  memory. 

Ives  Glover  at  the  age  of  fifteen  learned  the 
| blacksmith's  trade  of  Philo  Whitney,  and  when 
twenty-hve  commenced  business  for  himself. 
Ives  went  to  Cold  Spring,  Newtown,  in  about 
1836,  when  the  Housatonic  road  was  built,  and 
I worked  at  his  trade.  He  bought  the  place,  where 
he  died,  in  1 S 4 2 or  1S43.  He  was  one  of  the 
town’s  foremost  mechanics,  and  was  of  an  in- 
i ventive  genius;  he  patented  a pin  for  ox-bows 
I which  is  considered  one  of  the  best  pins  for  that 
usr.  Hot  a half  century  or  more  he  was  seaier 
of  weights  and  measures.  At  the  ape  of  twenty- 
three  he  married  Julia  Hull,  daughter  of  Clark 
Hull,  a prominent  school  teacher  in  Newtown, 
and  their  married  life  lasted  fifty-eight  years. 
Four  of  their  six  children  were  living  in  1883, 
namely:  (t)  Mrs.  Charles  Smith,  of  Shelton, 

whose  childi en  are — Edith,  Herbert,  Leonard, 
l and  Mrs.  Ida  Treat,  of  Seymout.  (2)  Mary 
I (Mrs.  N.  B.  Lake),  of  Brookfield,  whose  chil- 
! dren  an — E.  G.  Lake,  of  Newtown;  Mrs.  Julia 
F.  Cole,  of  Montana:  Wilbur  F. ; Martin;  Rob- 
ert A.;  Ada  M.  (Mrs.  Norton);  and  AnneC.  (Mrs. 
Booth).  ( ?')  Henry,  an  engineer  on  the  New 
York  elevated  road,  had  children — John  Henry, 
James  C.,  Thomas  l.,and  Elmer  C.  (5)  David, 
the  youngest  son,  lives  at  home.  One  son. 
Martin  t an  Buien,  died  in  the  United  States 
service  in  1803. 

In  politics.  Mr.  Glover  was  a Democrat,  tried 
I and  true  He  never  missed  a vote  horn  1822  to 
| the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a great  readei, 
was  a keen  observer,  and  a ready  debater.  He 
took  an.  active  interest  in  National  politics,  and 
was  well  veised  in  all  the  leading  questions  of  the 
day. 


/G  RANVILLE  S.  GLOVER,  son  of  James  and 
Ann  Glover,  was  born  April  17,  1797'  >n 
Newtown,  and  died  there  December  13-  1 S74- 
On  January  16,  1826,  he  married  Mary  Hawley, 
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who  was  born  March  15,  1802,  a daughter  of 
Jabez  and  Parthena  {Booth)  Hawley,  and  died 
April  22,  1852. 

The  children  born  to  this  marriage  were:  Ann 
Elizabeth  married  Henry  I.  Gilbert.  Charlotte 
died  April  6,  1852,  in  her  twenty-seventh  year. 
Jabez  H.  died  March  14,  1860,  in  his  thirty-third 
year;  he  married  Mary  E.  Peck,  and  had  two 
children — Carrie  and  Effie;  the  widow  and  chil- 
dren now  reside  in  Danbury,  Conn  ; Jabez  was 
a farmer  in  Newtown,  and  held  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  the  community. 

Granville  S.  Glover,  for  his  second  wife,  mar- 
ried Betsey  A.  Peck,  who  died  July  30,  18S9. 
aged  eightv-one  years.  Mr.  Glover  was  identi- 
fied with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Newtown 
all  through  his  long  life,  and  was  respected  and 
esteemed  by  all. 


BfiALDWlN.  The  family  of  Baldwin  of  New- 
town,  Conn.,  treated  in  the  following,  were 
descended  from  Nathaniel  Baldwin,  who  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Milford,  Conn.,  where  he 
was  a free  planter.  November  29,  1639.  He 
was  a cooper  by  trade  and  removed  to  Fairfield, 
Connecticut. 

Caleb  Baldwin,  baptized  in  Milford,  in  1702, 
and  a descendant  in  the  fourth  generation  from 
Nathaniel  Baldwin  through  Daniel  Baldwin  and 
Daniel  Bald\vin  (2).  settled  in  Newtown,  where 
he  died  March  9,  1772.  He  married  (first) 
Mehitabel  (who  died  September  5,  1758).  and 
(second)  February  8,  1759,  Jerusha  Daton,  of 
Newtown.  In  his  will,  dated  August  16,  1770, 
his  children  remembered  were:  Ann,  Caleb, 

Daniel  and  Jerusha  (last  named  being  born  of  the 
second  marriage).  Caleb  Baldwin  was  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  the  town.  In  1740  he 
was  made,  by  the  General  Court,  ensign  of  the 
first  company  of  Newtown.  He  was  afterward 
several  times  a member  of  the  General  Court. 

Col.  Caleb  Baldwin,  son  of  Caleb  Baldwin, 
born  December  13,  1728,  in  Newtown,  Conn., 
continued  to  reside  there  until  his  death,  Septem- 
ber 6,  1804.  He  married,  (first)  March  8,  1756, 
Naomi  Hard,  daughter  of  Joseph  Hard,  of  New- 
town. She  died  January  18,  177°.  aI,d  he  mar- 
ried (second)  Betty  Betts,  who  died  June  28, 
J 78 1 . He  married,  (third)  September  11.  1787- 
Anna  Febrique.  At  the  time  of  his  first  mar- 
riage he  was  Lieutenant  Caleb,  but  was  fre- 
quently known  as  Colonel  Caleb.  His  children 
(all  by  his  first  wife  except  Caleb,  who  was  by 
his  second  wife*  were:  David,  Isaac,  Elijah, 

John,  Philo,  Lucinda  and  Caleb.  Lieut,  or  Col. 
Caleb  Baldwin  was  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 


the  town;  was  representative  to  the  General 
Court  a number  of  times,  and  served  as  town 
clerk  from  1765  to  1799,  to  which  office  he  was 
| succeeded  by  his  son  Caleb. 

1 Caleb  Baldwin  (3),  son  of  Col.  Caleb  Bald- 
i win,  born  October  15,  1772,  in  Newtown,  died 
I there  December  10,  1844.  He  married,  (first) 
I May  19,  1799,  Betsey  Beers.  She  died  Novem- 
I ber  17,  1822,  and  he  married,  (second)  March 
i 24,  1S24,  Sarah  (Prindle)  Beardslee,  who  was 
I born  November  10,  1781,  a daughter  of  Rev. 

1 Chauncey  Prindle,  an  Episcopal  clergyman  of 
1 Oxford,  Conn.,  and  the  widow  of  Josiah  Beards- 
I lee.  She  died  May  5,  1876,  aged  ninety-four 
| years.  The  children  of  Caleb  Baldwin  (3),  all 
j by  the  first  marriage,  were:  Anna,  Daniel,  Mary, 
Henry  (born  in  1807,  married,  in  1845,  Alma 
I Bryan;,  and  Elizabeth  (now  Mrs.  Booth,  living 
I in  Huntington  Centre,  Conn.).  Caleb  Baldwin 
| (3)  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  town; 
I was  postmaster  many  years  and  kept  a hotel  for 
i a long  period  in  Newtown  Street.  He  also  farmed 
I quite  extensively.  He  began  keeping  the  town 
1 records  while  yet  in  his  'teens,  and  succeeded  his 
I father  as  town  clerk,  serving  from  1799  until 
I 1843:  his  father,  as  stated  in  the  foregoing,  filled 
1 that  office  from  1765  to  1799 — a period  of  ser- 
1 vice  by  father  and  son  covering  nearly  eighty 
j years. 

Gen.  David  Baldwin,  son  of  Caleb  Baldwin 
j (2),  was  born  March  17,  1758,  in  Newtown,  where 
I he  continued  to  reside  throughout  life,  dying 
| April  14,1811.  He  married,  February  12,  1778, 

[ Hannah  Brooks,  who  died  February  15,  1826. 

| He  was  a merchant,  a prominent  and  leading 
man,  a militia  general  and  popularly  known  as 
1 ‘"General."  His  children  were:  Laura,  Flora, 

! Boyle  Van  Brooks  and  David  Van  Brooks. 

David  Van  Brooks  Baldwin,  son  of  Gen. 

| David  Baldwin,  born  February  25,  1788,  died 
I August  12,  1865.  His  first  wife  Nancy  diedin  1840, 
j in  her  fifty-second  year,  and  for  his  second  wife 
j he  married  Mrs.  Betsey  B.  Curtis,  born  in  1805, 
and  died  in  1890.  For  nearly  fifty  years  David 
V.  B.  Baldwin  was  a prominent  merchant  and 
! business  man  of  the  town,  of  the  firm  of  Baldwin 
i & Beers. 


T'URNER  FAMILY.  Although  few  of  the 
members  of  this  large  family  are  now  left  in 
] Newtown,  it  was  among  the  first  to  settle  there. 

I They  located  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town, 

1 owning  large  farming  interests,  comprising  much 
, of  modern  Hawleyville,  and  extending  east  and 
; west  reaching  down  almost  to  Newtown  village. 

1 In  the  town  records  it  is  stated  that: 
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“ Jeremiah  Turner,  son  of  Jeremiah,  by  his  | Blackman,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lois  Black- 
wife  Mary,  was  born  May  27,  1709.  A second  1 man,  the  former  of  whom  died  October  25, 1842, 
son,  Samuel  Turner,  was  born  May  22,  1713.  i aged  seventy-seven,  the  latter  May  10,  1847, 
Mary  Turner,  the  mother,  died  June  13,  1714,  | aged  seventy-four.  Polly  Ann  (Blackman)  Fair- 

and  on  September  15,  of  that  year,  the  father  I child  was  born  August  21,  1802,  and  died  April 

was  married  to  Wilmot  Sherman,  of  Stratford.”  1 29,  1893,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety,  having 
Following  this  record  there  appears  the  names  j passed  her  declining  years  with  her  son  Theo- 

and  dates  of  birth  of  children  as  follows:  Mary  I dore,  with  whom  she  had  made  her  home  from 

Turner,  August  15,  1715;  Hannah,  March  19,  1 ) 880.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fairchild  had  children  as 
1717;  Rebecca,  June  15,  1719;  Permiah,  March  I follows:  Elizabeth  died  September  24,  1845, 

19,  1721;  and  Sarah,  June  13,  1723.  The  la-  1 aged  twenty-one  years;  Lilly  D.  died  August  3, 
ther  of  these  died  August  23,  1724.  A minute  I 1843,-  aged  sixteen;  Jane  Ann  (now  deceased) 
was  made  on  the  record  by  Isaac  Beers,  when  1 married  William  Kellogg:  and  Theodore  is  a resi- 
dent of  Hamilton,  Canada.  The  parents  were 
plain,  unassuming,  good  farming  people.  Mrs. 
Fairchild  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  reared  her  children  in  that  faith, 
memory  of  Jetemiah  Turner,  who  departed  this  I In  1869  Mr.  Fairchild  was  a representative  from 
life  December  8.  A.  D.  1778,  in  the  69th  year  j Newtown  in  the  State  Legislature, 
of  his  age,  being  the  first  white  child  that  was  ' 
born  in  Newtown.”  By  his  side  on  another  stone 

we  read  that  “Abigail  Turner,  wife  of  Jeremiah  | T-'RANK  L.  SMITH.  M.  D.,  physician  and 
Turner,  died  May  30,  1795,  in  her  77th  year.”  | JT'  surgeon,  Bridgeport.  Fairfield  county,  Con- 
Jeremiah  Turner  and  Abigail  Lavenworth  j necticut. 

(born  August  30,  1718).  were  married,  August  

17,  1 7 3i>,  and  their  children  were:  Jeremiah,  1 

born  September  8 fold  style).  1739;  Miles,  born  | Q^UMMERS.  It  appears  in  the  town  records 
October  ]2  (old  style),  1741;  Phebe,  born  March  of  Newtown  that  the  children  of  Samuel  and 

26,  1744;  John,  born  September  16,  1746;  Rebecca  Summers  were:  Samuel,  born  at  Litch- 
Nathan,  born  January  ;,  1749;  Abigail,  born  field,  February  8,  1724:  Robert,  born  at  Strat- 
August  7 (old  style),  1751;  Man’,  born  March  21  ford,  March  10,  1725;  Elnor,  born  at  Newtown, 
(new  style),  1754:  Calvin,  born  September  19,  July  22,  1726;  Ebenezer,  born  August  25,  1727; 
(new  style),  1736:  Hannah,  born  December  13  Henry,  born  July  5,  1729:  Gersham,  born  Octo- 
(new  style),  1758;  and  Fiances,  born  June  20,  I ber  8,  1730;  Benjamin,  born  January  8,  1734; 
1 761 . Among  those  of  the  name  buried  in  the  | Rebecca,  born  November  4,  1735;  Luke,  born 
cemetery  at  Hawleyville  indicated  by  tombstones  | February  1,  173 7;  and  jerusha,  born  August  11, 

are  the  following:  Ralph  Turner  died  aged  I 1739.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  from  this  source 

seventy-four  years  and  four  days.  James  Turner  I came  the  numerous  iamilies  of  the  name  that 
died  March  23.  1894.  aged  70  years.  John  Tur-  | have  resided  in  Newtown, 
ner  died  April  10.  1865,  aged  85  years,  2 months  Oliver  Summers,  who  died  February  6, 1872, 
and  12  days;  Anna,  his  wife,  died  September  | aged  seventy-two  years,  was  for  a long  time  one 
22,  1867,  aged  83  years  and  8 months.  Nathan  1 of  Newtown’s  prominent  citizens.  He  was  a son 
Turner  died  March  19,  1820,  aged  71  years;  1 of  Gershom  and  Hannah  G.  (Parmelee)  Sum- 

Sarah,  his  wife,  died  February  15,  1834,  aged  75  I mers.  Gershom  Summers  died  October  1 8,  1826, 
years.  Joseph  B.  Turner  died  July  16,  186;.  1 aged  fifty-three  years,  and  his  wife,  Hannah  G. 
aged  83  vears  and  5 months.  Hannah,  wife  of  I Summers,  died  May  20.  1856,  aged  seventy-nine 
Joseph  B.  Turner,  died  October  18,  j86S,  aged  | years.  Oliver  Summers  in  early  life  learned  the 
78  years  and  9 months.  I carpenter’s  trade,  and  later  was  a farmer  near 

I Botsford  Station,  town  of  Newtown.  He  took 

J quite  an  active  part  in  public  affairs  along  in  the 

CYRUS  DIBBLE  FAIRCHILD  (deceased),  ! ’forties  and  ’fifties,  serving  a number  of  times  in 
son  of  Adoniram  Fairchild,  was  for  many  I the  latter  decade  as  selectman,  also  in  the ’sixties, 
years  a respected  farmer  of  Taunton  District,  i In  1843,  and  again  in  1832,  he  represented  the 
Newtown,  where  his  active  life  was  passed.  I town  in  the  State  Legislature. 

Mr.  Fairchild  was  born  June  17,  1801.  and  Mr.  Summers  was  three  times  married.  His 
died  April  5,  1874.  in  Canada,  while  on  a visit  to  ' first  wife,  Emily,  died  in  1826,  in  her  twenty- 
his  son  Theodore.  He  married  Polly  Ann  I first  year,  and  in  September,  1827,  he  married 


clerk,  that  the  first  male  child  born  in  Newtown 
was  Jeremiah  Turner,  born  May  27,  1709.  Again, 
there  is  a tombstone  in  the  cemetery  at  Hawley- 
ville, on  which  appears  this  inscription:  “In  I 
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J \ <,  Hnice  N.  learned  civil  en^in- 

tf'.ni;.  |.,r  Mars  was  enira^ed  in  the  publishing 
<1  > atlav.-s.  etc. . and  !<>r  a tune  was  a part- 

ner of  1>  la.  KS(M)  I.ake,  the  firm  hemp  Gritnn 
\ 1.,'ki  He  wa«  also  associated  in  the  same 
\.  ■ ......  with  < :h<o  The  father  <-<>tne  vears 

1„  |,,tr  I.  ' .i.ath  retired  from  business,  and  his 
VI, ri  (.enri’C  and  sun-in-  law  Marshall  H.  Sears 
«.  timed  it  h r s,>  \ ears;  then  Mr.  Sears  with- 
Hnd  the  1 hi v i ness  was  carried  on  for  eieht 
vears  bv  t.e.  U’e  Gnltm,  who  in  the  meantime 
’made  xa’eahle  mxentions  (which  he  patented) 
tnat  r nt i.  ui.ed  the  button  industry.  In 
i S so  he  tn..k  briire  N Gnfhn  into  partnership, 
and  in  r v - x - |.-".:pht  of  theOusatomr  Water  ( om- 
pany  a lartotv.  lormcriv  rxcupied  by  the  Shel- 
bi.iw  H.  ri.ware  (.  ompany,  and  thev  now 
liaxc  a t>'iv  i.r  v , mployinp  from  "5  to  lOO  hands, 
j 1,,-v  aie  .min.  industrious  men  and  prosperous. 

( >e.  i pe  (,ti!:m  was  married  in  I S 7 r to  Ivaficll 
r.rittm,  tries  have  no  children.  Bruce  N.  (.ntnn 
was  t v\  1 1 c II. allied,  itirsn  in  1874  to  A,ina  H,,1_ 
man.  win.  d.ed  in  I ; and  (second)  to  Ida 
1 1.1  ul lev  1 tine  were  two  children  born  to  the 
m-i  mid  marl i.tpe  Clarence  and  John  l 

P Xh’MI  I 1 1 The  I’armelees  now  lesidiiif 
al  and  m trie  vie  miiv  of  Hattertown  ami 
i 1 unt nipt < wn  I>:-lfict.  town  of  Newtown  arr-  in 
„ .un  the  d.s.  emlantsof  Nathaniel  and  Alathea 
Barrneiee.  wln-e  remains  now  rest  in  the  old 
burvint  y round  in  Hunt. uptown  District  Na- 
thaniel died  Mavr.  1834.  rn  the  seventy-fourth 
v ear  of  his  ape.  and  Alathea  passed  away  Nm  em- 
ber :-s.  18;;.  aped  seventy-six  years.  I heir 

‘-r  who  married  Dramy  Bundy,  was 

. way! .n  main  and  farmer.  He  d.ed  December 
-8  ,V-S  aped  < iphty-ftve  years.  He  and  his 
w,fe  had  no  children.  (2)  Hiram,  born  Feb- 
ruarv  1.  i;ow.  n.arned  Betsy  Winton.  and  had 
1 li  _V,hn  horn  November  4.  t^3*-  anc^ 
now  a*  resident  of  Hattertown.  followed  carpen- 
try and  la.mmp;  Alva:  Laura  A-  ^ ^ r“’ 

Irv  6 1M4  Misan  H.  died  November  3°. 

im  p,, rme.ee.  the  father  of  these  children. 
V d M.nh  10.  1878.  and  the  mother  on  bep- 

l,ie  , ,0;  (3)  Olive,  born  September 

armed  Burr  Turney,  and  had  chil- 

em’^iped  in  wllr-n  mak.np  and  farm.np  F>*h cr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1812 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


n,  1S90,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  One  child, 
Peter,  was  born  to  the  first  marriage,  and  to  the 
second  were  born  Mariette,  Sarah,  Angeline  and 
Emma.  (5)  Eloise,  born  in  1801,  married  Brad- 
ley Hull,  and  had  children — Sally  and  Mary, 
both  of  whom  are  now  residents  of  Hattertown. 
The  mother  of  these  died  February  10,  1872, 
aged  seventy-one  years,  the  father  on  March  27, 
1885,  aged  eighty-four  years.  (6)  Polly  Ann, 
born  March  15.  1807,  married  David  Corning, 
and  had  children — Edward,  David,  and  two 
whose  names  are  not  now  recalled.  (7)  Levi  died 
April  17,  1867,  in  his  seventy-first  year,  his  wife 
on  December  4,  1873,  aged  seventy-six  years. 
He  was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  and  also  was  en- 
gaged in  farming.  His  children  were — Julia  A. 
married  Charles  Short,  of  W'oodbridge,  Conn.; 
Grandison  B.,  born  April  13,  1823,  and  a resi- 
dent of  Hattertown,  married  Mrs.  Phebe  Latin, 
a widow,  who  died  in  September,  1898,  aged 
eighty-four  years.  He  is  by  trade  a wagon  maker, 
and  has  also  been  occupied  in  fanning;  George, 
born  March  22,  1826,  married  C first > October  17, 
1S60,  Rebecca  J.  Benedict,  and  (second)  No- 
vember 13,  j 88 1 , wedded  Ada  C.  Summers, 
but  had  no  children  by  either  marriage  (George 
is  a carpenter  by  trade,  but  has  engaged  in  farm- 
ing chiefly  since  his  first  marriage;  lie  is  a Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views,  and  in  his  religious 
faith  is  a Baptist,  being  identified  with  the  Church 
at  Stepney);  TheodoreS..  who  died  in  1869,  aged 
thirty-nine  years,  was  twice  married,  (first)  to 
Margaret  Morehouse,  who  died  in  1853,  aged 
twenty-five  years,  and  (second)  to  Lydia  Patter- 
son, daughter  of  Doctor  Patterson,  of  Easton; 
Fanny  E.,born  in  1832,  married  George  French 
[see  sketch];  Amanda  J.  died  in  youth. 


GEORGE  FRENCH,  a farmer  residing  in 
■ Huntingtown  District,  was  born  August  9, 
1S29.  in  Newtown,  and  is  a grandson  of  John 
and  Sarah  French,  who  died  August  21,  1842, 
aged  seventy-eight  years,  and  April  2b,  1S47, 
aged  seventy-six,  respectively.  Their  children 
were  William.  Nabby,  Turney  <our  subject's  fa- 
ther). Abel,  Abel  (2),  and  David 

Turney  French  was  born  January  9,  1798, 
and  died  December  17,  1 SS 3 . He  married  Bet- 
sev  Bennett,  who  was  born  June  13,  1799,  and 
died  September  7,  1887.  Their  union  w as  blessed 
with  the  following  children:  Wheeler  married 

Euphena  Judd;  Louise  is  the  wile  of  Horatio 
Northiop:  George  is  our  subject ; Horace  F.  mar- 
ried Verc  na  Johnson ; Henry  married  Aurelia  Tay- 
lor; and  Harriet  married  Edwin  Briscoe. 

George  French  was  reared  and  has  passed  his 


life,  thus  far,  in  Huntingtown  District,  engaged 
mainly  in  farming.  In  1851  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Fanny  E.,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Polly 
(Beers)  Parmelee,  and  children  as  follow’s  were 
born  to  them : Hobart  S. , Wilbur  E.  and  Levi  T. 


E^LIAS  B.  SANFORD,  whose  death  occurred 

'I  June  2,  1 881,  when  he  was  ninety  years  of 

age,  was  one  of  Newtown’s  most  worthy  citizens 
Born  in  Newtown,  February  16,  1791,  our 
subject  was  a son  of  Isaac  Sanford,  a wheel- 
wright and  wood  turner.  Elias  B.  Sanford  took 
up  the  trade  of  his  father,  and  soon  became  pro- 
ficient in  the  manufacturing  of  spinning  wheels  for 
wool  flax.  The  spinning  wheel  was  a leading  in- 
dustry in  the  town  in  those  days,  when  the  powei 
loom  and  factory  spinner  were  scarcely  known. 
Mr.  Sanford  continued  in  that  occupation  until 
such  things  gave  way  to  the  march  of  piogiess 
and  improved  machinery.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  became  particularly  interested  in  religion,  and 
united  with  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
consistent  and  exemplary  member  for  the  long 
term  of  seventy-five  years.  He  held  responsible 
positions  in  the  Church  during  his  long  life  and 
was  an  officer  thereof  when  he  died.  Quiet  and 
unobtrusive  in  his  manners,  Mr.  Sanford  was  one 
who  never  put  himself  forward,  but  was  always 
found  leady  to  discharge  to  the  best  of  his  ability 
the  various  duties  devolving  upon  him,  as  hus- 
band, father.  Christian,  friend,  and  neighbor. 
His  true  worth  was  best  known  and  appieciated 
in  the  Church  and  family  circle.  He  lived  with 
his  first  wife.  Sally  (Lockwood),  a little  mote 
than  five  years,  she  dying  November  5,  1819. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  Lucretia  Fair- 
w’eather,  who  survived  him,  being  eighty-eight 
years  of  age  in  December  following  his  death. 
She  died  January  18,  1890,  and  they  had  spent 
sixty-one  years  of  married  life  together.  Eight 
of  their  ten  children  were  living  at  her  death. 
Isaac,  the  eldest,  then  sixty-six  years  old.  had 
been  a member  of  the  Eastern  New  York  Method- 
ist Conference  about  forty  years.  In  1881  he 
was  living  at  Middlefield,  Conn.  Rev.  Elias 
B.  Sanford,  then  of  Thomaston,  Conn.,  is  a 
grandson  of  the  deceased,  as  was  also  the  late 
Dr.  Wilbur  F.  Sanford,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Lockwood  Sanford,  the  second  son,  who  was 
sixty-four  years  old  when  the  mother  died,  was 
an  artist  and  designer  and  engraver  in  wood,  liv- 
ing in  New  Haven.  (3)  Joseph  B.,  at  that  time 
sixty  years  of  age,  was  a well-to-do  farmer  of 
Preston,  Penn.  (4)  Sarah  died  in  Pennsylvania 
at  the  age  of  forty.  (5)  Frances  died  at  Pies- 
ton,  Penn.,  aged  forty-four,  (6)  Edson,  who 
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and  3 iiittim  , S t Ann.  born  May  y.  i;?;.  mar- 
rid  1 ini.i.  rr  beers  and  had  seven  children-- 
I V t’.atr.ed  a Mr.  Candee;  Ahiiah  tnatried  a 
Mns  I.-  t.t  ett:  l.hene/er  married  a Miss  Botslord, 
1 s;p,  r n.atfrd  a Mr.  Glover;  3 nrrrnce  married  a 
Mr.  1 e<  k . II, in.  married  a Mis1-  Hawlev.  and 
1 .iii,  n airied  a Mi"!  3 andee.  pH  /ilpha.  horn 
in  N.  \ n:  iir,  i 7 i y . was  married.  September  I 2 . 
i ;S  i , to  / a.mon  Peck,  and  had  two  chili  lien  — 
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■ He  was  a son  of  David  and 
1 i ai  Halt  i v mers i Clark,  the  lor mer  born  in  t 7 ~ 5 • 
in  id.  l diin.,  and  the  latter  in  >7^-.  ,n 

i watet  They  both  passed  away  in  l»5>. 
H.mmu,  on  March  y.  David  on  October  17  To 
thm  t.t  on  were  born  the  follow im.-  cluldien: 
p', tour  subject).  Caroline.  Baldwin  S., 

;i  r i i 1 W j , , i n * . . i 

p, l.  Clark  in  youth  learned  the  trade 
(1,  and  cm  tier  with  Jeietmah  Deers,  and 

p,,.','  j,(  a so  learned  the  comb  makers  trade 

I,  ,.e<s  he  carried  on  for  some  o ars  until 

, iVl.  o)  | . Alter  that  he  f*  bowed  the 
J'.'V-t  ami  currier  trade,  carnme  ->n  business 
'*  ;.--e„t  site  of  the  home  of  his  son  Ed- 

ill  later  in  life  he  \v»»iM*d  nrcasion- 
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. . ..  ,,  mak.np  in  the  factory  m D-rk-htre. 

, ;,e  services  of  the  Episcopal  C hurch. 
Mr'-  m h:s  political  views  he  wa«  hrst  a W hip 
r . k,"  mean,  and  as  a c.t./.  n and  nemhbor 
cm  and  r«|»c<  ol  all  On 
h«  rnarll.'d  AM. a Terrill. 
lM  ’ ' i.,7n  November  to.  tbob.  a daughter 

and  Hither  Terrill,  and  .heir  ch.ldren 
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were:  Edward  T. , born  October  22,  1S27  (is 

referred  to  below),  and  Juliette,  born  April  13, 
1 S 34 . The  mother  of  these  died  June  30,  1S76, 
aped  sixty-seven  years. 

Edward  T.  Clarke  (as  he  usually  spells  his 
name),  when  a boy,  assisted  his  father  in  the  tan- 
ning business,  but  not  liking  that  as  an  occupa- 
tion he  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade.  Later  he 
taught  school,  worked  at  different  times  on  the 
railroad,  and  for  a time  at  comb  making.  In 
1834  he  became  employed  at  Berkshire,  in  the 
factory  of  Curtis  & Warner,  as  foreman  in  the 
comb-making  department  of  their  works.  In 
about  a year  thereafter  he  became  superintend- 
ent in  the  button  department,  and  lor  thirty- 
eight  years  sustained  such  relations  with  Mr. 
Curtit.  This  long  term  of  years  is  an  evidence 
of  his  ability  and  faithfulness.  Mr.  Clarke  is  a 
member  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Sandy 
Hook.  Conn.;  in  his  political  affiliations,  he  is  a 
Republican.  On  November  5,  1848,  he  mar- 
ried Sylvia  M.,  daughter  of  Hermon  Peck. 
Their  one  child,  Herbert  C..  died  March  9,  1859, 
aged  four  years.  The  mother  died  May  4,  1889, 
in  her  sixtieth  year.  On  May  12,  1896,  Mr. 
Clarke  was  again  married,  this  time  to  Susan  J. 
Hyde,  widow  of  Charles  Hyde,  of  New  Haven. 

CHARLES  SKIDMORE,  late  of  Newtown, 

■ was.born  August  14.  180S.  in  Lake  George 
District,  a son  of  Abel  and  Bethiah  Skidmore,  the 
former  of  whom  lived  to  be  ninety-two  years  of 
age 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  in  Lake 
George  District,  and  on  October  16,  1833,  he 
was  married  to  Mary  Fairchild.  The  young 
couple  began  housekeeping  with  Mr.  Skidmore's 
parents,  but  later  our  subject  built  what  in  after 
t ears  was  known  as  the  Turner  house.  In  those 
days,  Lake  George  was  quite  a business  center, 
and  Mr.  Skidmore  was  an  active  man  there.  He 
conducted  a grist,  cider  and  saw  mill,  later  em- 
barking in  the  comb  business,  in  which  he  was 
successful,  entering  into  partnership  with  Bennett 
Blackman  (who  had  been  in  his  employ  for  three 
vearst  and,  later,  with  James  Blackman,  which 
enterprise  was  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of 
Skidmore  & Blackman 

Mr.  Skidmore  was  the  latest  survivor  of  a 
large  family— seven  sons  and  four  daughters- — the 
others  being:  Daniel,  who  lived  in  Taunton,  on 

what  is  known  as  the  Edwin  Camp  place;  Zera; 
Bennett;  Mrs.  Annis  Jackson,  who  lived  in  Beth- 
lehem: Booth,  who  lived  in  Newtown,  and  man- 
ufactured combs:  Glov  er.  who  lived  at  Hawley- 
ville,  on  the  place  now  owned  by  James  Coles; 


Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Botsford.  who  resided  in  Rox- 
bury;  Maria  Lake,  who  lived  in  Land’s  End; 
Mrs.  Eunice  Ann  Blackman,  who  lived  in  the 
Racketts:  and  John.  The  mother  of  this  family 
died  December  28,  1893. 


HrENRY  NICHOLS,  whose  remains  now  rest 
: in  the  old  cemetery"  in  Huntingtown  Dis- 
trict, town  of  Newtown,  beside  those  of  his  wife, 
was  for  years  a blacksmith  and  farmer  in  that 
locality. 

A son  of  Peter  Nichols,  and  a grandson  of 
I Peter  Nichols,  he  was  born  in  Easton,  Conn., 
i lived  some  years  in  Redding,  and  in  about  1845 
1 or  tS4b  settled  in  Huntingtown  District,  where 
I the  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed.  He  mar- 
j ried  Polly  A.  Dimon,  and  the  marriage  was 
! blessed  with  four  sons,  namely:  John  B. , who 
I married  Sarah  E.  Matson,  resides  in  Hattertown, 

I Conn. : Henrv  E.  is  a resident  of  Michigan, 

| where  he  married;  Frederick  died  August  5, 

; ]86o.  when  twenty-one  years  of  age;  and  Jerome 
| is  reterred  to  farther  on.  The  father  of  these 
1 children  died  September  23,  1804,  in  his  fifty* 
I fourth  year,  and  the  mother  on  August  to,  1884, 

1 in  her  seventieth  year.  In  religious  faith,  Henry 
■ Nichols  was  an  Episcopalian;  in  politics,  he  was 
1 a Democrat. 

, Jerome  Nichols  occupies  the  old  home  place, 

! and,  like  his  father  before  him.  is  a blacksmith 
1 and  fanner,  and  a Democrat.  He  was  born  in 
1 1847.  and  has  since  lived  in  Huntingtown  Dis- 
i trict.  He  has  been  twice  married,  (first)  to 
1 Flora  E.  French,  who  died  March  it,  18S0, 
j aged  thirty-one  years,  and  (second)  he  wedded 
I Minnie  E.  Joyce.  Five  children  were  born  to 
I the  first  marriage,  and  two  to  the  second. 


DIMON  FAMILY.  The  Dimons  are  of  Scottish 
origin,  and  several  generations  of  the  family 
I have  lived  and  died  in  Newtown. 

Gould  Dimon,  who  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
1 tiers  in  Fairfield  county,  came  from  Greenfield  to 
j Huntingtown  district,  where  he  settled  on  a farm 
1 and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  throughout 
1 life.  He  died  March  14,  1842,  aged  eightv-five 
Mars.  In  1776  he  married  Abigail  Burr,  and 
1 their  children  were:  Patty,  born  August  to,  1776; 

l Gould,  July  3,  1778;  B . May  8,  1781; 

I Betsey,  August  29,  1783:  Charity,  September  9, 

I 1783;  Charlotte,  January  13,  17S8;  Sarah,  Feb- 
1 ruarv  9.  1791:  Gershom,  December  10,  1 7 9- >' 
and  Hannah,  June  It,  1796. 

Gershom  Dimon,  son  of  Gould  Dimon,  was 
! born  December  to,  1792,  in  Newtown.  He  mar- 
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For  tt.:it\ ■• \e  Mars  he  had  a .aipe  j:.u;ae  in 


Newt.wn  and  towns  adioimnp.  He  was  well- 
read  in  h:s  [•rofi  '-Mon.  kind, penerous and  sympa- 
thetic. an  independent  thinker,  a ready  debater, 
and  local  to  the  core  to  whatever  cause  he  es- 
p :;m  d A in.m  id  stump  convictions,  he  made 
‘•ome  bitter  enemies.  but  he  also  made  hosts  of 
wain,  .md  true  fnends.  and  when  he  died  genuine 
trow  k ipnrd  lor  a lime  in  many  a household, 
wt.err  lor  Mars  lie  had  ever  been,  in  all  kinds  of 
tn  it  le.  a well  ome  ad\  iser,  counselor  and  friend. 


Will  I AM  IS  TAYLOR,  an  aped  and 
p:<  atl\ -eMeemed  citi/en  of  Newtown. 

I a ‘■’•ed  a w a v on  Aupust  0.  18.K3,  h is  birthday,  at 
t : 1 e ace  of  tiphu-one  years.  He  had  tieen  mar- 


ried hi  tv  h\e  \eais 

|>:st  a Mar  prior  to  his  death  Mr.  Taylors 
children  and  ptatid.  hildicn  fathered  at  his  Pale«- 
t.ne  In  me  on  a surprise  visit,  to  celebrate  the 
c ■ >mph  t n «n  of  hi<  Ioiitm  ore  years  of  life.  Our 
mi!  'ert  t"  :’.in  hi«  trade  w ith  Amos  P.umelee.  a 
w ac  n, maker,  who  lived  at  the  place  now  occu- 
pied b v Andrew  1 pan.  and  became  a tlior- 
01. ch  mill  w 1 ip  tit  He  was  born  Aupimt  o.  1 
tns  | ..rents  lamp  Baruch  and  Eunice  i<.rav> 
•|  a\  lor  He  was  married,  January  1.  182S.  to 
I n.  y b he  pa  rd  a dauphter  of  Joseph  Siiepard 
will,  was  born  Nptember  23.  1808,  and  died  in 
February.  1888,  aped  seventy-nine  years.  In 
I y ; s Mr.  1 Itvior  went  to  Yirpima  to  build  a mill. 


:>ut  returned  the  next  spnnp.  He  built  the  ma- 
hinerv  tor  the  lower  Rubber  Shop,  which  was 
Uined.  and  tie  helped  to  build  the  first  watei- 
,,  heel  that  was  used  in  Ansoma.  He  also  worked 
,,r  a time  with  H.  W.  Tucker,  the  old-time 
-.indy  Hook  manutacturer.  and  was  at  one  time 
n romp.inv  with  the  late  Sidney  Middlebrooks, 
,,  the  ••Hook.”  in  the  lumber  business.  He 
:.,.upht  ins  Palestine  home  of  Thaddcus  Staples, 
ivho  had  berime  bankrupt.  Mr.  Taylor  was  a 
oeadv.  straipbtforward  man.  one  whose  word 
ivas  to  be  depended  on.  and  he  was  industrious 

lo  the  last  , 

The  children  of  our  subject  were:  (1)  Hei- 

mon  Taylor,  born  February  15.1829.  (2)  1‘- 
-eiih  Tavior  was  born  June  2t,  1834.  and  was 
reared  in  Palestine  District.  Newtown,  where  lie 
made  bis  home  until  a few  years  after  his  man 
„ o-e  thence  n inovinp  to  Birminpham.  Conn., 
ivhere  he  ha«  s.nce  resided.  He  is  a carpenter. 
,nd  this  trade  has  been  his  life  occupation.  ( »n 


lav  s.  I 


vis.  be  was  married  to  Mary  Osborn, 
nd  their  chi  I.'-,  n art— Anna.  Lucy  and  Will- 
...  1 -iseph  Tavior  is  a Republican  in  his  pr  - 

i‘  *al  v 1 1 \Vs . Lme  the  family  of  his  father  m 
ineral,  lie  attends  the  Episcopal  Church.  (3) 
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Sylvia  Taylor  was  born  January  29.  1837,  and 
on  February  2,  1859,  was  married  to  Seth  A. 
Downs,  and  their  children  are— Ernest,  Sylvia 
and  Charles.  They  reside  in  Danbury.  Conn. 
(4)  George  Taylor  was  born  April  23.  1839.  and 
died  August  13,  1841.  (5)  Emma  Taylor  was 

born  July  14,  1841,  and  on  December  31,  1862, 
was  married  to  Edgar  Weed,  of  Bethel.  Their 
children  are — Julia  and  Nettie.  (6)  Louise 
Taylor  was  born  October  30,  1S4S,  married  Har- 
lowe  S.  Benedict,  of  Bethel,  and  has  had  three 
children — Mary  (now  deceased),  Gertrude  and 
Starr.  They  reside  on  the  old  homestead. 

HB.  PRINDLE,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  New- 
town, August  2,  1 822,  and  about  1835 
went  with  his  father's  family  to  Unadilla,  N.  Y. 
He  read  medicine  in  the  office  of  Doctor  Matte- 
son.  in  Mt.  Upton,  and  later  graduated  at  the 
Geneva  Medical  College.  He  nrst  practiced  in 
Pharsalia,  in  1S49  moved  to  East  Coventry,  and 
soon  after  located  in  West  Coventry,  where  he 
practiced  until  1864.  in  which  year  he  went  to 
Norwich  to  assist  in  the  management  of  the  Che- 
nango Chronicle , a paper  established  at  that 
time  bv  E.  H.  Prindle  this  brother)  and  George 
C.  Rice,  which  position  he  held  one  yeat.  From 
that  time  up  to  his  death  he  was  not  in  active 
business,  but  gave  his  time  to  literary  pursuits 
and  to  inventions,  he  having  obiained  several 
valuable  patents.  He  was  twice  married.  He 
had  two  brothers — Hon.  Elizur  H..  of  Chenango, 
and  Samuel  B.,  of  Chicago.  Doctor  Prindle 
was  a man  of  culture  and  pleasing  address. 

ABRAHAM  K.  FAIRCHILD,  son  of  Tru- 
man Fairchild,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
February'  18,  1871,  a resident  of  the  town  of 
Monroe,  in  Fairchild  county,  was  a good  type  of 
a New  England  farmer,  though  by  trade  he  was 
a comb  maker.  He  was  born  F'ebruary  5,  1802, 
in  Newtown,  in  which  town  his  father  was  a sub- 
stantial farmer,  and  w'here  he  himself  resided  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  being  an  esteemed  and 
respected  citizen.  On  November  22.  1823,  our 
subtect  was  married  to  Sylvia  Dvkeman,  who 
was  born  October  6,  1805,  in  Newtown,  and 
died  April  7,  1889;  both  she  and  her  husband  are 
buried  in  "Stepney.  Their  children  were:  (1) 
Harriet  C.,  born  November  16.  1824.  married, 
September  12,  1847,  John  Nichols,  who  died 
April  2b,  1882.  (2)  George  b..  born  September 

5.  1826.  died,  unmarried,  January  9.  1849.  (3) 

Nathaniel  P. , born  August  5,  1829.  married,  June 
13.  1851,  Abby  Bartram,  and  died  ]une  22, 


187S.  (4)  Sarah,  born  August  28,  1832,  died 

July  15.  185S.  (5)  Henry  H.,  born  May  4. 

1841,  in  Newtown,  has  been  occupied  principally 
in  farming.  For  many  years  he  kept  the  toll 
gate  near  the  Newtown  and  Monroe  line.  On 
November  26.  1862,  he  was  married  to  Lydia, 
daughter  of  Orin  Platt,  of  Stepney,  she  being 
born  in  1S42,  in  Patterson,  N.  Y.  Tothismai- 
riage  were  born  children  as  follows:  George  mow 
deceased ) married  Florence  Sirine;  William  H.. 
a farmer,  married  Nettie  Ward;  Alice  P.  married 
Ernest  Sherman;  Hobert  C.  married  Mary  L. 
Botsford,  and  is  a farmer  residing  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  Newtown;  Sarah  L.  married  Arthur 
L.  Sirine;  Edwin  C..  a brakeman  on  the  Berk- 
shire division,  married  Grace  McDowell:  and 
Perry  E.  was  married,  March  1,  1809.  to  M 
Belle  Smith. 


COLONEL  ROBERT  B.  FAIRCHILD,  who 
died  some  years  ago  in  Bridgeport,  was  well 
and  favorably  known  in  Newtown. 

Colonel  Fairchild  was  a son  of  Burton  Fair- 
child.  who  was  killed  by  the  blasting  of  a rock, 
when  Bruce  tas  he  was  familiarly  called)  war 
quite  voung.  The  Colonels  grandfather  war 
Kiah  B.  Fairchild,  of  Taunton  District,  town  ol 
Newtown.  Our  subject  was  a dutiful  and  affec- 
tionate  son.  His  mother  died  when  he  war 
eleven  years  old.  and  he  was  then  given  a home 
in  the  family  of  Rufus  Couch,  of  Bethe;  • let 
one  vear  with  them  he  began  work  in  Bridgeport 
He  became  a noble  example  of  sell-sacrifict. 
When  grown  to  manhood  he  was  a sa.esman  1 
the  house  of  Birdsev  & Co.  At  the  brewing  on. 
of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  2?d  Con ^ 
Vols.,  and  went  in  the  General  Butler  wPe 
to  Louisiana,  where  he  was  taken  prisonot- 
time  that  Capt.  Julius  Sanford  an  IS  |h 

were  captured.  Laterhewasconnec.edu 

militia  a.  Bridgeport.  He  had  unusuai  e ecu. n 
abilitv.  and  was  often  sought  to  fill  tmpor  P 
sittons  of  trust.  At  the  time  of  h»  death  he 
colonel  of  the  4th  Regiment,  • - • totf,e 

in  a fair  wav  to  he  promoted  in  due  v 

highest  military  position  in  the  Sta  _ ^ ^ 
enteen  years  he  was  superintends n paft 

bath-school  of  the  Bridgeport  a‘  ' |or 
M.  E.  Church,  and  exerted  great  mfiuuic 

good. 


rrATTHEW  FAJRCHILD k*  ,»! 

L’  Bridgeport.  October _8,  i ' s°9;  1 f 

eventy-.bree  years,  and  whose  r 

ed  in  Taunton  District,  tow 
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was  a well-known  citizen  in  Newtown,  his  native 
place.  At  one  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  comb- 
making business,  then  Newtown’s  leading  indus- 
try. being  associated  with  Isaac  Beers.  Later 
he  was  interested  in  the  button  business  in  Berk- 
shirt. 


LBERT  W.  FAJRCH1LD,  a tanner  in 
Taunton  District,  town  of  Newtown,  is  liv- 
ing on  the  larm  on  which  his  father  and  grand- 
father before  him  resided.  Born  August  20, 
1845.  on  that  farm,  he  is  a son  of  Peter  Warren 
Fairchild  and  a grandson  of  Peter  Fairchild,  who 
descended  from  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
Newtown  and  of  the  country. 

Peter  Fairchild  was  born  in  Taunton,  March 
12.  1756,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  John  S. 
Hewes.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  having  served  seven  years;  was  a 
corpora),  and,  it  is  said,  served  for  a time  on 
General  Washington's  staff.  He  passed  one 
winter  in  Putnam  Park  with  General  Putnam, 
and  was  in  the  Lansdown  Brigade.  In  1784  he 
purchased  the  property  now  the  home  of  his 
grandson.  Albert,  was  a fanner  throughout  life, 
and  became  one  of  the  richest  men  of  the  town. 
He  married  Eunice  Buckley,  of  NewTork  State, 
who  was  a descendant  of  Genera!  W arren,  of 
Bunker  Hill  fame,  and  their  children  were: 
Marcus,  born  December  5.  1 7 S4 : Fanny,  De- 
cember 9,  178*6;  Rufus,  May  to,  1790;  William 
B..  September  10,  1792;  Nabby,  June  30,  J795- 
a brief  sketch  of  whom  follows;  Walter,  Septem- 
ber 13,  1797;  Hermon,  April  5,  1800:  and  Peter 
Warren.  November  27,  1808.  The  sons  wefe 
all  comb  makers.  The  father  of  these  died 
September  20,  1833,  and  the  mother  passed 
away  January  18,  1820. 

Peter  Warren  Fairchild  followed  his  trade 
until  he  was  about  thirty  years  of  age,  then  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  the  homestead,  which,  with 
a small  tract  of  land,  fell  to  him  in  the  division 
of  the  estate.  Early  in  life  he  was  a Jacksonian 
Democrat,  but  on  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  was  one  of  the  first  of  the  town  to 
espouse  its  principles.  He  was  one  of  the  build- 
ing committee  that  erected  the  Universalist 
church  in  Newtown  village,  which  building  is 
now  the  town  hall.  On  December  27.  1829,  he 
was  married  to  Caroline  Briscoe,  a daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Anna  (Sherman)  Briscoe,  of  South 
Center  District,  and  their  children  were:  Emily, 
born  Mav  1,  1831,  married  Charles  Gray,  and 
died  August  6,  1861;  Juliette,  born  August  5i 
iStc.  married  Hosea  Northrop;  Robert,  born 
January  20,  1837,  married  Frances  Smith,  of 


Stamford;  Margaret  C.,  born  April  28,  1838,  mar- 
ried, June  4,  1872,  Benjamin  Lewis,  of  New 
York;  Jerome  B.,  born  January  19,  1840,  died 
September  28,  1893;  and  Albert  W.,  born  August 
28,  1845.  The  father  of  these  children  died  Feb- 
ruary 29,  ) SS4,  and  the  mother  on  November  1 1 . 
of  the  same  year. 

Albert  W.  Fairchild  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Taunton  District  and  in  the  Newtown 
Academy,  and  is  a lifelong  farmer.  He  is  a well- 
read,  well-informed  man.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  in  Church  connection  a Congrega- 
tionalist.  On  October  11,  1865,  he  married 
Mary  J.  Green,  a daughter  of  William  H.  Green, 
of  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  they  have  two  children, 
namely:  Arthur  D.,  who  married  Emily  Smith, 
daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  H.  B.  Smith  (they 
have  children  as  follows — Mary  H.,  Arthur  W. 
and  Robert  D.);  and  Adelade,  who  married 
Ernest  Wilson,  of  New  Haven  (they  have  two 
daughters — Edith  F.  and  Edna  L.). 

Mrs.  Nabby  Fairchild,  who  was  bom  June 
30,  1795,  and  died  October  30,  1885,  in  New- 
town, was  then  the  oldest  person  in  the  town. 
She  survived  six  brothers  and  sisters,  and  for 
fifty-five  years  lived  a widow,  her  husband. 
James  B.  Fairchild,  having  been  drowned  in 
Taunton  Lake  while  fishing,  when  aged  thirty-six. 
She  was  married  in  1819,  and  to  the  union  were 
born  five  children,  namely:  Mary  E.,  who  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Wasson,  of  Shelton;  a daughter  who 
married  William  A.  Maynard,  of  Taunton  Dis- 
trict: Susan,  who  married  a Mr.  Warner;  Smith 
B..  who  died  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  during  the 
Civil  war;  and  Edward,  who  resides  in  Bridge- 
port. 


■tjfc-TMLLlAM  JOSEPH  TRACEY.  M.  D., 
physician  and  surgeon,  Norwalk,  Fairfield 
county,  Connecticut. 


F AIRMAN  PECK,  son  of  Turney  Peck,  died 
at  Bethel  some  years  ago,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-three vears.  He  was  of  the  seventh  gener- 
ation from' Joseph  Peck,  of  Milford,  his  line  of 
descent  being  through  John.  Joseph,  John,  Tur- 
nev  and  Israel.  [See  -'Connecticut  Pecks.”] 

' Our  subject,  it  is  said,  was  one  of  the  first  to 
build  a house  in  Hattertown,  or,  as  it  was  then 
called,  "Gregory’s  Orchard.”  He  resided  in 
Hattertown  until  some  years  before  his  death, 
and  then  removed  to  Bethel.  His  first  wife  was 
Julia  Tomlinson,  of  Plymouth,  Conn.  She  was 
the  mother  of  the  following  children:  Spencer 

died  in  Chicago;  Jerome  was  a resident  of  Cht- 
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cago  some  years  ago;  Amanda  married  L.  H. 
Bevens;  Nancy  is  deceased;  Edwin  died  in  Texas; 
and  two  sons  died  in  infancy.  The  second  wife 
of  our  subject  was  Mrs.  Nancy  Bigelow,  and 
their  children  were:  Sophia,  Lena  and  Libby. 


CHARLES  FAIRCHILD,  who  died  in  New- 
town, in  November,  1883,  aged  nearly  sev- 
enty years,  was  a son  of  Ezra  Fairchild. 

Ezra  Fairchild’s  children  were:  Sophia,  who 
married  an  Allen,  of  Woodbury;  Ezra  G.,  who 
went  to  California  and  was  never  after  heard 
from;  Betsey  M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Hiram 
Vail,  of  Bethel;  Lucretia,  who  married  George 
F.  Redstone;  Mary  A.:  Catharine,  who  married 
Charles  B.  Glover;  Eliza;  and  Charles.  Our 
subject  was  married  to  Jerusha  Edmunds,  of 
Southbury,  and  had  children:  Charles  and 

James  F. 

EDWIN  CLARK  SMITH,  who  for  the  past 
fifty  years  or  more  has  been  engaged  in  the 
harness  business  in  the  town  of  Brookfield,  Fair- 
field  county,  where  he  has  also  carried  on  farm- 
ing to  some  extent,  is  descended  from  one  of  the 
old  families  of  the  town  of  Brookfield.  He  is  of 
the  seventh  generation  from  John  Smith,  who 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Milford,  Conn., 
and  his  line  of  descent  is  through  John  (2),  Jo- 
seph, Richard,  Joseph  and  Alvah. 

John  Smith  married  Grace , and  had 

children:  Ephraim,  born  October  12.  1644; 
John,  born  August  27,  1646:  Mary,  born  1648; 
Ebenezer,  born  November  10,  1650;  Mercy, 
born  December  5,  1652;  and  Mehitable,  born 
March  4,  1655.  The  father,  who  was  a man  of 
high  standing,  died  in  November,  1684. 

II.  John  Smith  bought  the  property  where 
our  subject  now  resides,  and  it  has  ever  since  re- 
mained in  the  family.  Being  mischievous  and  a 
little  wild  in  his  youth,  he.  with  the  assistance 
of  George  Clark,  pulled  down  the  Indian  Fort  at 
Milford,  for  which  they  were  severely  punished 
and  fined  by  the  county  court.  He  married, 
January  23,  1673,  Phebe  Canfield,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Canfield,  of  Milford,  and  had  five  chil- 
dren: John,  born  June  18,  1674:  Thomas,  born 
March  17,  1677;  Samuel,  born  October  8,  1679; 
Joseph,  who  died  when  young:  and  Joseph  (2), 
born  April  1 5,  1694. 

III.  Joseph  Smith  was  quite  a prominent 
man.  and  bore  the  title  of  lieutenant.  On  De- 
cember 26,  1741,  he  purchased  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  Brookfield,  for  which  he  paid 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  pounds. 
]Y.  Richard  Smith  married  (first)  Sabro 


Sherman,  daughter  of  Samuel  Sherman,  of  New- 
town, captain  in  J.  P.  Cook’s  regiment,  Army  of 
American  Revolution,  and  (second)  Hannah 
Bostwick,  widow  of  Levi  Bostwick.  His  child 
by  the  first  wife  was  Sherman,  born  May  10, 
1761:  and  the  children  by  the  second  wife  were 
I Gersham,  born  February  1,  1763;  Joseph,  born 
! September  17,  1764;  Benjamin,  born  March  29. 
1767;  Rufus,  born  January  8,  1770;  and  Rich- 
ard, born  July  3,  1775.  Richard  Smith  died 
December  19.  1819. 

V.  Joseph  Smith  by  occupation  was  a tanner 
and  harness  maker.  He  belonged  to  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  On  May  20,  1785,  he  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Parker,  and  had  children:  Mary 
Ann,  born  June  8,  1786;  Thomas  Parker,  born 
April  21,  1788:  Benjamin,  born  April  18,  1792; 
Alvah,  born  December  10,  1794;  Orla,  born  No- 

l vember  1 4,  1797;  Caroline,  born  August  29, 

! iSo5;and  Rebecca,  born  December  25,  1808. 

| Joseph  Smith  died  February  5,  1830,  and  his 
1 wife  passed  away  December  13,  1825. 

VI.  Alvah  Smith  learned  the  trade  of  har- 

j ness  making  with  his  father,  and  followed  it  the 
j greater  part  of  his  lifetime.  He  was  a member 
1 of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  was  a Whig 
I in  politics.  On  January  17,  1816,  he  married 
I Polly  Parker,  born  July  28,  1792,  a daughter  of 
i Abner  Parker,  and  their  children  were:  Anson, 

born  February  13,  i8t8,died  December  23. ) 861 ; 
Edwin  C.,  born  February  11,  1823;  and  Ebza- 
I beth  C.  (adopted),  born  June  21.  1823.  and  died 
I December  1,  1839.  Alvah  Smith  died  October 
1 6,  1800. 

VII . Edwin  C.  Smith,  after  attending  the 
I district  school  for  a time,  went  to  the  Newtown 
| Academy,  then  to  a private  school  in  New  Haven. 

I He  learned  the  harness-making  trade  with  his 
I father  and  brother  Anson,  and  became  a partner 
of  the  latter,  so  remaining  until  Anson's  death, 
in  1861.  since  which  time  he  has  carried  on  busi- 
ness alone.  He  has  a farm  of  some  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres.  He  is  an  esteemed  citizen,  a 
1 member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
I in  politics  is  a Republican.  On  October  2 1 , 

I 1846.  he  was  married  to  Lucy  Ann  Peck,  and 
1 their  childien  are:  Mary  A.  (Mrs.  H.  W.  Gieen); 
I Edward  Keeler  (married  to  Nellie  Ford);  Lucy; 
1 Joseph  Cornelius  (a  graduate  of  Yale  College, 

1 class  of  1885.  now  in  the  office  of  the  Boston 
I Globe r.  Anna  Florine,  born  May  17,  J 848,  died 
1 April  -.  1 S 5 7 ; Alfred  Peck,  born  beptember  25. 

1 1854.  died  June  23,  i860;  William  Joseph,  born 
i December  9,  1857,  died  April  8,  1865;  and  Henry 
Allied,  born  February  8,  )86t.  died  April  17. 

1 1802. 

Anson  Smith,  mentioned  above,  was  married. 
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October  7,  1840,  to  Su§an  Curtis,  and  had  four 
children:  Salena  Elizabeth,  died  March  11, 

1842,  aged  six  months:  Henry  C.,  No.  49  Van 
Buren  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Anson  P.,  a phy- 
sician, Cosmopolitan  Hotel,  New  York  City;  and 
Mrs.  Alice  H.  Clark,  of  Shelton,  Connecticut. 


OLIVER  PECK,  who  died  May  26,  1857,  in 
Newtown,  when  aped  seventy-four  years, 
was  of  the  sixth  generation  from  Joseph  Peck,  of 
Milford.  The  line  of  his  descent  was  through 
John,  Joseph,  John  and  Israel.  Oliver  Peck 
resided  on  a farm  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
town.  He  married  (first!  Charity  Raymon,  and 
(second)  Polly  Sanford,  but  left  no  children. 
Polly  (Sanford)  Peck  died  January  11,  1854,  in 
the  seventy-third  year  of  her  ape.  Mr.  Peck 
was  a substantia]  man  and  good  citizen. 


honorable  and  upright,  and  well-disposed  people, 
justly  meriting  the  respect  in  which  they  have 
been  held.  Thomas  Bradley,  Sr.,  who  was  a 
quiet,  industrious,  unassuming  man,  passed  his 
life  as  a farmer;  in  politics,  he  was  a Democrat. 
The  sons  have  been  among  the  best  of  New- 
I town’s  farmers.  Patrick,  who  resides  in  North 
Center  District,  married  Margaret  Madigan,  and 
their  children  are:  Thomas,  Michael  and  John. 

Michael,  who  married  Margaret  Keane,  is  a res- 
ident of  Hanover  District,  and  their  children 
are:  Michael,  John  and  Marv  A. 


E^LON  BOOTH  (deceased)  was  a native  of 
^ Fairfield  county,  born  in  the  town  of  Mon- 
roe, just  below  the  Newtown  line.  His  parents 
were  Andrew  and  Anna  Booth,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Elon,  Orville,  Russell,  and  Delana, 

who  married  C.  Newell  Brinsmade.  The  last 
named  was  the  only  survivor  when  our  subject 
died,  March  23,  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years.  All  three  brothers  were  large  and  mass- 
ive men,  capable  of  enduring  heavy  and  fatigu- 
ing labor,  Elon  being  six  feet,  three  inches  in 
height.  He  was  an  unremitting  laborer  and  de- 
voted his  entire  life  to  the  sole  idea  of  amassing 
a fortune,  and  though  he  succeeded,  he  enjoyed 
none  of  the  benefits  of  wealth,  except  in  getting 
it.  It  was  his  boast  that  he  never  spent  a cent 
for  a book  or  a newspaper,  and  that  he  never  had 
a cent  of  money  given  him;  yet  by  his  industry 
and  parsimony  he  amassed  a large  property 
which,  at  the  time  of  his  death  inventoried 
$1  50,000. 

T'HOMAS  BRADLEY,  formerly  of  Newtown, 
_ died  October  25,  1888,  aged  eighty-four 
years,  and  Nancy,  his  wife,  died  September  27. 
1891,  aged  eighty-eight  years. 

Both  of  these  aged  people  were  natives  of 
Loop  Head,  County  Clare.  Ireland.  Mrs.  Brad- 
ley's maiden  name  was  Quinlivan,  she  being  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Marv  (McMahon)  Quin- 
livan, farming  people  In  the  spring  of  1850, 
Thomas  Bradley,  wile  and  two  sons,  Patrick  and 
Michael,  came  to  America  and  settled  in  New- 
town, and  later,  a daughter.  Mary  A.,  was  born 
to  them  in  that  village.  All  have  since  re- 
mained there,  and  have  made  the  best  of  citizens, 


JrOHN  ALBERT  SANFORD,  who  died  in 
Hanover  District,  of  the  town  of  Newtown, 
November  16,  1887,  was  in  the  sixty-eighth 
year  of  his  age.  He  was  born  January  14,  1820, 
and  lived  his  lifetime  at  the  old  homestead  that 
had  been  occupied  by  his  father  and  grandfather. 

Jonathan  and  Rebecca  Sanford,  his  grand- 
parents, commenced  life  on  that  place  in  1768. 
They  had  eight  children,  all  daughters  save  one, 
who  by  name  was  Zalmon.  This  son,  who  re- 
mained on  the  homestead,  was  born  in  1775,  and 
in  1814  married  Hannah  Curtis.  He  died  in 
1&44.  leaving  two  children,  Julia  and  our  subject, 
the  former  of  whom  died  in  1857;  the  mother 
was  called  from  earth  in  1861. 

A lifelong  bachelor,  our  subject  led  a life  of 
comparative  solitude.  In  his  early  manhood  he 
was  an  industrious  and  practical  farmer,  and  was 
very  fond  of  the  raising  and  care  of  stock.  Many 
a colt  under  his  training  became  a valuable  horse, 
and  no  one  could  turn  off  better-trained,  well 
developed  oxen  than  he.  Upright  and  honorable 
in  all  his  dealings,  his  word  was  as  good  as  a bond, 
and  his  well-kept  farm  attested  to  his  industry, 
devotedness  and  good  judgment. 


JrOHN  SANFORD,  who  died  at  his  home  in 
Sandy  Hook,  Newtown,  in  July,  1883,  was 
- born  September  8,  1799. 

Isaac  Sanford,  his  father,  was  a wheelwright, 
and  the  son  John  was  taught  the  business  of  mak- 
ing spinning  wheels.  He  went  out  selling  and 
trading  the  wheels  made  at  home,  and  subse- 
quently went  into  the  store  of  a Mr.  Edwards, 
at  Stepney,  as  clerk,  remaining  there  three  or 
four  vears’  Those  were  the  days  of  the  pushing 
Yankee  peddler,  and  Mr.  Sanford  found  his  field 
on  Long  Island,  fancy  goods  and  dry  goods  being 
his  stock  in  trade.  After  that  he  dealt  in  horses 
with  Capt.  John  Beers,  brother  of  Harry  Beers. 
Dick  & Sanford’s  shop  was  then  standing  across 
the  road  from  Mr.  Woffenden’s  house,  and  Mr. 
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Sanford  worked  at  broadcloth  there,  and  then  in 
the  carding  room  of  A.  B.  Beecher's  satinet  fac- 
tor}-, now  the  Niantic  mills,  where  he  colored  the 
goods  for  a number  of  years,  finally  making  boxes, 
repairing  looms  and  doing  other  light  work. 

On  March  28.  1840,  John  Sanford  was  mar- 
ried to  Mrs  Mary  M.  Nettleton,  of  Orange.  Conn. 
She  died  March  15.  1869,  leaving  two  children: 
John  L..  and  Mariette  mow  Mrs.  Clark  Hunger- 
ford;,  of . Washington.  Conn.  Mrs.  Sanford's 
mother  was  Anna,  daughter  of  Elias  Bristol,  and 
her  brothers  were  Elias,  who  died  in  18S1  ; Nor- 
man, father  of  Mrs.  James  Turner,  and  Luman, 
then  a presiding  elder  in  the  M.  E.  Church  in  the 
West. 

ORVILLE  BOOTH,  son  of  Andrew  and  Anna 
1 Booth,  was  born  February  10,  1815,  and 
died  in  Haltertown  District,  Newtown,  January 
28,  1888.  aged  nearly  seventy-three  years. 

Mr.  Booth,  a mason  by  trade,  was  well  known, 
and  a greatly-respected  citizen.  He  was  a man 
of  influence  in  his  neighborhood,  had  been  a 
Christian  from  youth,  and  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  for  many  years 
he  served  as  a class- leader,  steward,  and  trustee. 
His  wife,  before  her  marriage,  was  Annis  Black- 
man, a daughter  of  Ebenezer  Blackman,  and 
their  children  were:  Susan  M.  (Mrs.  Styles  A. 

Belfield).  of  Springfield:  John  \Y.,  of  Brooklyn; 
Edward^B. : Homer  B.,  who  was  killed  in  1864 
by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a gun.  in  his 
eighteenth  year;  Sophia  A ; and  Charles  O.,  of 
Pennsylvania. 

QUINLIVAN  ior  QUINLAN,.  The  first  Irish- 
men who  came  to  Newtown  were  the  five 
sons  of  John  Quinlivan.  They  came  from  Loops 
Head,  a point  on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland  (in 
County  Clare).  The  father  of  these  five  sons 
was  almost  a giant  in  stature,  a brave,  hardy 
coastman,  rioted  for  Ins  physical  power.  He 
died  in  County  Ciate.  Ireland.  His  son,  Daniel, 
and  Daniel's  five  sons,  inherited  this  family  char- 
acteristic. and  were  all  over  six  feet  in  height, 
and  models  of  phvsiral  beauty.  Of  these  five 
sons  only  one,  Daniel,  settled  in  Newtown  per- 
manently. Michael  \\\,  another  son,  went  to 
Chicago,  where  he  now  lives.  Patrick  settled  in 
Binghamton,  N Y.  John  was  twice  married, 
and  his  first  wile  died  leaving  two  sons  and  one- 
daughter:  John.  Michael  and  Mary.  By  his 

second  wife  John  had  one  daughter,  Margaret. 
He  died  in  Ides  Monies.  Iowa.  James,  his 
brother,  who  did  not  marry,  died  at  Newtown, 
Connecticut. 

Daniel  Quinlivan  was  born  in  County  Claie, 


Ireland,  in  1802.  He  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man  of  twenty-eight,  and,  late  in  the  dec- 
ade between  1840  and  1850,  he  was  married  in 
i Bridgeport,  Conn.,  to  Katherine  Daley,  who 
i was  born  in  County  Limerick,  Ireland,  and  they 
at  once  came  to  Newtown,  where  their  lives  have 
since  been  passed.  “Uncle”  Daniel,  as  he  was 
familiarly  called,  lor  fifteen  or  more  years  was 
1 in  the  employ  of  Capt.  James  Nichols,  who  lived 
j just  below  Newtown  village.  He  then  moved 
i to  a farm  in  Hanover  District  on  which  he  re- 
1 sided  until  his  death,  December  6,  1 895,  when 
aged  ninety-three  years.  “Uncle”  Daniel  made 
i a good  citizen,  and  ever  gave  a hearty  welcome 
l to  all  who  came  to  his  hospitable  home.  He  was 
one  ol  those  sturdy  Irishmen  who  possessed  all 
t he  characteristics  ol  his  race-,  quaint  and  jovial, 
he  vvas  ever  ready  with  a pointed  answer  to 
any  question  that  might  arise.  His  five  sons,  all 
1 fine  men,  are:  John,  by  trade  a stone  cutter,  is 

now  a policeman  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.;  Daniel 
. is  a lumberman;  Dennis  is  employed  in  the  Rub- 
1 her  Factory  in  Newtown;  lames  is  a miner  in 
Hailey.  Idaho;  and  Thomas  is  a farmer  in  New- 
1 town. 

Michael  \Y.  Quinlivan  was  born  in  County 
Clare,  Ireland,  in  1807,  came  to  this  country  in 
1833,  and  after  some  moving  about  finally  set- 
tled in  Chicago  in  1870,  where  he  and  his  wile, 
formerly  Mary  Breslin.  are  yet  living.  She  was 
born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  1819.  and  they  were 
married  in  1837.  They  reared  a family  ol  twelve 
children,  of  whom  we  have  record  of  six  sons 
and  lour  daughters,  as  follows:  George,  a civil 
- engineer,  is  now  vice-president  of  the  Texas  Cen- 
tral railway.  Houston,  Texas;  John  is  deceased; 
lames  is  one  of  the  park  policemen  in  Chicago; 
Jerry  is  a blacksmith  in  Chicago;  Daniel  is  ship- 
ping clerk  in  a printing  house  in  Chicago;  Thomas 
is  m the  real-estate  business  tn  Chicago;  Helen 
1 is  the  wile  of  Roger  Sullivan;  Josephine  is  the 
wile  of  James  Furlong,  of  Chicago;  Mary,  Mrs. 
McGovern;  and  Louisa. 

Patrick  Quinlivan,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  had 
two  sons.  Edward  and  William,  and  daughters, 
as  follows:  Marv  (deceased  .,  Mary  (2),  Ellen, 
Maigaret,  Julia  (deceased  1 and  Nancy. 

John  Quinbvans  youngest  daughter,  Mar- 
garet. married  Patrick  Madigas.  They  were 
1 be  nrst  Irish  couple  to  settle  in  Newtown,  and 
they  had  sixteen  children.  The  eldest,  Thomas 
H..  born  January  3,  1841,  is  a member  of  the 
ft:  in  of  Warner  & Madigan.  contractors,  of  New 
York  City,  with  an  office  in  Mechanicsville,  N.  Y. 
(He  was  two  years  old  when  they  came  to  New- 
town.. The  family  lived  on  the  Blakesiee  place, 
at  tire  upper  end  of  Newtown  street.  Their  sons 
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were  as  follows:  Thomas  H.  (just  mentioned) 
married  Joanna  Bahan,  and  has  one  son,  Thomas 
H.,  Jr. , who  is  a lawyer  in  Concord.  N.  H..  and 
judge  advocate  First  Brigade,  New  Hampshire 
National  Guard,  with  rank  of  major;  Daniel  (de- 
ceased) had  no  issue;  John  (deceased!  had  no 
issue:  John  (2)  resides  in  Bridgeport.  Conn.; 
Michael,  a railroad  contractor,  was  killed  at  his 
work,  in  Mexico;  Peter  died  young:  Patrick  was 
a blacksmith  forC.  S.  Warner,  and  died  of  small- 
pox at  New  Hartford,  Conn.;  James,  who  re- 
sides at  New  Milford.  Conn.,  has  one  son;  Henry 
is  a master  mechanic  for  Warner  & Madigan.  Of 
this  family  of  nine  sons,  only  two  of  their  grand- 
sons are  living.  The  daughters  born  to  Patrick 
and  Margaret  (Quinlivan'  Madigan.  seven  in 
number,  were  as  follows:  Nancy.  Mary,  Ellen, 
■Catharine,  Margaret,  Sarah  and  Nora,  the  last 
two  being  deceased. 


ARON  DAVIS,  who  died  at  bandy  Hook, 
Newtown,  October  12,  1 88 1 . was  a son  of 
David  Davis,  of  Southbury,  who  lived  to  be  one 
hundred  and  one  years  of  age,  and  was  a soldier 
of  the  Revolution. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Southbury,  whence 
in  earlv  life  he  removed  to  Sandy  Hook  and  there 
died,  in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  He  was  a farmer, 
and  owned  a farm.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a 
Methodist.  ,He  married  early  in  1 it e and  had 
eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 
At  his  death  he  left  a widow  and  five  children. 


Alfred  jefferson  briscoe  (col-  j 

_ ored),  popularly  known  as  " Jeff.  ” the  long-  , 
time  stage  driver  and  friend  of  the  public,  died  in 
Bridgeport  Hospital  in  October,  1898.  He  was 
taken  there  a few  weeks  before  bv  Charles  Henry 
Peck,  his  conservator.  "Jeff’  was  probably 
sixty-seven  years  old,  although  no  one  knows  his 
•exact  age.  His  parents  were  Thomas  Jefferson 
and  Betsv  Briscoe,  who  lived  near  where  Martin 
Houlihan  now  resides.  Mr.  Peck  says  that  when 
a lio v •■  I e ff  ’ was  put  out  to  service  with  Starr 
Skidmore  in  Brookfield,  where  he  remained  till  | 
he  was  twenty-one;  next  he  went  to  live  with 
William  Blakeslee,  and  remained  some  years; 
then  iie  was  employed  by  Beecher,  in  the  satinet 
factorv.  and  later  worked  in  New  Haven  and 
Danburv.  However,  he  drifted  back  to  New- 
town. and  for  years  was  employed  at  one  or  the 
other  of  the  hotels  there,  and  from  February, 
1892.  he  had  been  employed  by  Mr.  Houlihan 
at  the  "Grand  Central.’  He  was  prompt  in 
carrying  the  mail,  seldom  missing  a train,  was 


noted  for  his  faithfulness,  and  was  a favorite  with 
traveling  men.  He  was  a member  of  the  New- 
town Hook  & Ladder  Company,  and  nothing 
delighted  his  heart  more  than  to  array  himself  in 
his  fireman’s  suit  and  attend  their  public  gather- 
ings. He  is  survived  by  one  sister,  Mrs.  Georgi- 
ans Morton,  of  Providence. 


/GEORGE  F.  REDSTONE,  who  was  better 
known  in  Newtown  as  “ the  governor,”  died 
February  4.  1883,  aged  sixty-seven.  He  was 
born  in  New  York,  whence  his  father  came  to 
Newtown  to  build  the  first  organ  for  the  old 
Trinity  Church. 

Our  subject  married  a daughter  of  Ezra  Fair- 
child.  Their  daughter  Ida  lived  to  be  a young 
woman  and  died  on  Mile  Hill,  at  Jotham  Sher- 
man's, with  whom  she  had  lived  for  some  time. 
The  second  Mrs.  Redstone  was  a sister  of  John 
Gilbert,  of  Huntinglown  District,  and  after  her 
death  Mr.  Redstone  married  a Miss  Downs,  of 
Oxford. 

Mr.  Redstone  carried  the  mail  from  New- 
town to  Bethel  before  the  days  of  railroads,  and 
began  carrying  Newtown’s  mail  to  the  depot  in 
186;,  when  Charles  Henry  Peck  was  postmaster. 


JrAMES  MONTGOMERY  BAILEY  was  born 
September  25,  1841,  in  Albany,  N.  V..  son 
of  fames  and  Sarah  (Magee)  Bailey.  The 
father  was  injured  in  1843,  a tree  falling  on 
him,  and  he  died  not  long  after  the  accident.  In 
1846  the  widow  married  Daniel  Smith,  of  Rome, 
N.  Y.,  and  to  this  union  were  born  six  children. 

In  i860  Mr.  Bailey  removed  with  the  family 
to  Danbury,  and  almost  immediately  thereafter 
began  issuing  articles  for  the  press  which  from 
time  to  time,  tor  a year  or  more,  appeared  in  the 
New  York  Sunday  Mercury.  From  the  first  his 
personalitv  was  evidenced  in  the  nature  of  his 
writings,  which  partook  of  the  exuberant  fun 
and  good  fellowship  characteristic  of  him.  When 
the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  decided  to  enlist  in 
the  Union  cause,  and  on  August  28,  1861,  was 
mustered  into  the  service  as  a member  of  Com- 
pany C,  17th  Conn.  V.  I.,  which  went  to  the 
front  the  month  following.  At  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  he  was  captured,  being  sent  to  Belle 
Isle,  where  tor  several  months  he  suffered  all  the 
hardships  to  which  the  prisoners  were  subjected, 
but  he  was  at  last  exchanged,  broken  in  health 
by  malaria  and  starvation,  and  returned  home. 

In  1S65.  in  company  with  Mr.  Donovan,  Mr. 
Bailey  purchased  the  Danbury  Times,  which  was 
conducted  in  the  interests  of  Democracy  until 
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1870,  when  it  was  consolidated  with  the  Jeffer- 
sonian— a Republican  sheet — under  the  title  of 
the  Danbury  News.  During  the  six  years  follow- 
ing Mr.  Bailey  traveled  considerably,  writing  ar- 
ticles for  the  paper,  in  1874  visiting  England, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  and  France  and  other  parts  of 
the  Continent.  In  1876  he  wrote  a number  of 
articles  from  California  under  the  mystery-inspir- 
ing letters  “ T.  B.  T.  G.  G.,”  which,  he  after- 
ward explained,  meant  “Tight  Boots  Through 
Golden  Gate.”  The  same  year  he  was  engaged 
by  the  Redpath  Lyceum  Bureau  for  a series  of 
lectures  The  firm  of  Bailey  & Donovan  was 
dissolved  in  187S,  and  from  that  time  until  his 
death  Mr.  Bailey  was  sole  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Danbury  News.  He  always  evinced  warm 
interest  in  the  affairs— political,  commercial  and 
social — of  his  adopted  city,  was  an  active  mem- 
ber and  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Danbury  Hospital,  of 
which  he  served  as  member  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees. 

During  1S73  Mr.  Bailey  compiled  and  issued 
a book  called  “Life  in  Danbury,’  and  the  same 
year  appeared  his  “ Danbury  News  Man’s  Al- 
manac ” His  next  publication  was  ■ • England  from 
a Back  Window,"  and  several  years  afterward  he 
published  “Mr.  Phillips  Governess . ” “The  Dan- 
bury Boom,"  and  ‘ 1 They  All  Do  It.  ” His  hum- 
or was  original,  and  he  may  be  called  tire  pio- 
neer of  that  school  nowso  familiar  to  all  readers. 
Marvelohslv  natural  in  his  humor,  in  the  mixture 
of  giave  ciicumstance  with  ludicrous  events  of 
every-day  life,  he  embellished  the  commonest 
occurrences,  the  simplest  subjects,  with  the  cap 
and  bells  of  royal  humor,  and  his  wit,  pure  and 
wholesome,  never  wounded;  it  was  the  “lam- 
bent flame  of  mirth  that  lit,  but  never  burned,” 
humor  that  has  brightened  many  a life,  and  sent 
sunshine  into  many  a home. 

The  memory  of  Mr.  Bailey's  kind  deeds  is 
warm  and  bright  in  countless  hearts.  No  ap- 
peal for  help  was  ever  made  to  him  in  vain.  Had 
lie  valued  money  for  its  own  sake,  he  might  have 
been  a millionaire,  but  his  genet osity  was  un- 
bounded, and  money  flowed  as  steadily  and  pro- 
fusely from  his  hands  as  wit  from  his  lips.  His 
friendship  was  loyal  and  intense,  and  his  relations 
with  his  employes  of  the  most  cordial  kind.  His 
great  heart  brimmed  over  with  love  for  animals, 
made  manifest  in  his  daily  life  and  in  the  columns 
of  his  paper.  He  had  no  enenm  s.  When  he 
passed  away,  March  4,  1894.  atier  a short  ill- 
mss.  he  left  a city  full  of  mourners.  To  quote; 
“What  pen  can  write  for  him  a tiibnte.  delicate, 
svmpnthetic.  tender,  such  as  he  was  wont  to 
write  lor  others  ? Who  can  analyze  that  great 


soul,  wdth  its  intense  love  for  the  beautiful  in  na- 
ture and  art,  its  sympathy  with  dumb  creatures, 
so  that  the  very  dogs  loved  him  with  an  almost 
deeper  than  human  affection  ? Who  can  set  in 
true  light  and  perspective  that  strange  blending 
of  deep  religious  sensibility,  profound  melancholy, 
i and  sparkling  humor?”  All  who  ever  fouched 
his  life  have  lost  a friend.  It  was  a peculiar 
phase  of  Mr.  Bailey’s  character  that  he  was  sub- 
ject to  seasons  of  deep  depression.  Years  ago, 
in  the  very  height  of  his  world-wide  popularity, 
his  sunny  soul  would  pass  at  times  into  profound 
darkness,  when  he  would  pray  for  death,  yet  he 
would  confess  that  there  was  no  external  cause 
for  such  despondency. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  married,  October  4,  1866,  to 
Miss  Catharine  Douglass  Stewart,  of  Danbury, 
and  three  children  were  born  to  them,  but  all 
died  in  infancy.  “His  love  for  children  was 
deep  and  intense,  and  it  was  a sad  grief  to  him 
that  his  own  died  in  infancy.  Every  Sunday  and 
holiday  saw  the  tiny  graves  in  Wooster  cemetery 
decorated  with  flowers  placed  there  by  his  lov- 
ing hands  . " Mr.  Bailey  was  a constant  attend- 
ant of  the  Second  Baptist  Church,  and  a teacher 
in  its  Sunday-school.  [We  are  indebted  for  the 
above  to  the  “ History  of  Danbury,"  published 
in  1896.  — Ed. 


J'OHN  B.  PECK,  an  old  and  highly-respected 
citizen  of  South  Centre  District.  Newtown. 
Fairfield  county,  was  born  January  24.  1817, 
on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides. 

Mr.  Peck  is  descended  from  Joseph  Peck,  of 
Milford  | See  “ The  Connecticut  Pecks  " elsewhere 
in  this  volume],  the  line  of  his  descent  being 
through  Joseph  (of  the  second  generation),  Ephra- 
im (1),  Ephraim  (2),  Levirus,  and  Thomas  W. 
Ephraim  Peck  moved  lrom  Milford  to  Newtown, 
where  he  died  in  1760;  he  had  married  Sarah 
Ford  in  171c.  Ephraim  Peck  (2)  resided  in  New- 
town, where  he  died  July  21,  1 So  1 ; he  had  mar- 
ried Sarah  Portei . His  son  Levirus,  born  August 
12,  1753.  matried  Anna  Wheeler,  June  24,  1 77S, 
and  died  in  Newtown  in  1810. 

Thomas  W.  Peck,  born  September  9.  1779' 
was  twice  married,  (first)  to  Sarah  Ann  Toucev, 
and  (second*  to  Theodocia  Coe.  His  first  wife 
died  in  1821.  his  second  wife  in  1 846.  In  his  early 
life  Thomas  W.  Peck  was  one  of  the  contractors  on 
the  Brooklyn  and  Newtown  turnpike.  His  later 
years  were  given  entirely  to  farming.  He  was  a 
very  energetic  and  industrious  man,  upright  in 
all  of  his  dealings,  and  bore  the  respect  and  es- 
teem of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Po- 
litically, he  was  a Democrat  before  the  outbreak 
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of  the  war,  after  which  he  became  a Republican. 
He  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 

John  B.  Peck  was  reared  on  the  farm.  During 
the  winter  time  he  attended  the  district  schools 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen,  then  taught 
school  until  twenty-one.  Some  years  afterward, 
in  connection  with  his  brother,  he  was  engaged 
in  the  live-stock  business,  buying  oxen  and  cattle, 
and  dealing  largely  in  poultry,  and  they  were  the 
first  in  this  locality  to  ship  poultry  to  New  York. 
Our  subject  was  the  active  outside  man.  They 
carried  on  a large  business,  and  were  successful. 
In  1849  John  B.  Peck  represented  Newtown  in 
the  State  Legislature,  and  in  1862  he  was  in  the 
Senate,  representing  the  Eleventh  Senatorial 
District,  having  been  elected  as  a Union  Demo- 
crat. While  in  the  Legislature  he  served  as 
chairman  cx-ojncio  of  the  committee  on  Agricult- 
ure. Originally  a Democrat  in  sentiment,  he 
became  a Republican  after  the  breaking,  out  of 
the  Civil  wat.  In  1853  he  served  as  second  se- 
lectman, and  in  1854  as  first  selectman.  He  is 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Newtown  Savings  Bank. 
Mr.  Peck  married  Charlotte  C.  Colt,  a daughter 
of  Wolcott  Colt,  of  Harwinton,  Conn.,  and  their 
children  are:  Fanny  C.,  who  married  L.  C.  Mor- 
ris [seesketch  elsewhere];  and  John  R.,  who  mar- 
ried Fanny  A.  Taylor,  daughter  of  Rev.  James 
Taylor,  and  has  four  children — Harley  F.,  Ethel 
M.,  James  Arthur,  and  John  Wesley.  One  child, 
Richard  T.,  is  deceased.  John  R.  Peck  is  living 
on  the  farm*  with  his  father. 

Abel  T.  Peck,  son  of  Thomas  W.  Peck,  was 
born  March  7,  1815,  and  was  reared  as  a farmer, 
following  that  occupation  all  his  life.  He  was 
associated  with  his  brother  John  B.  in  business 
lines,  as  above  mentioned,  and  was  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  Newtown.  In  1857  he  was 
the  representative  of  the  town  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. He  married  Huldah  Hawley,  and  to  them 
was  born,  January  29,  1852,  a son,  Richard  W., 
who  died  September  27,  1855.  The  father  died 
May  19,  1876,  a respected  and  esteemed  citizen. 


J<  MOS  PARMELEE  was  for  many  years  a 
_ L.  well-known  resident  of  Palestine  District, 
Newtown.  His  remains  and  those  of  his  wife, 
who  was  formerly  Mary  Summers,  now  rest  in 
the  old  graveyard  in  Huntingtown  District. 
Thev  were  married  June  17.  1 79® • an^  their 
home  was  blessed  with  children  as  follows. 
Phebe  Ann,  born  August  29,  1/99'  Clara,  born 
March  23,  1806:  and  Walter,  born  November  12, 
1807.  Phebe  Ann  became  the  wife  of  Cyrenius 
Northrop  on  October  22,  1821,  and  had  children 
—Mary  Elizabeth,  born  July  22,  1822;  Horace, 


born  December  12,  1827;  and  Lydia  Ann,  born 
September  22,  1828.  Clara  married  George 
Botsford.  Walter  married  Harriet  Dykeman. 

Amos  Parmelee  died  March  20,  1858,  aged 
| eighty-eight  years,  and  Mary,  his  wife,  died  June 
| 9,  i860,  aged  eighty  years.  Mr.  Parmelee  was 
I a wagonmaker  and  followed  his  trade  through 
I life  in  connection  with  farming.  He  is  said  to 
I have  been  the  first  of  the  old  settlers  to  build 
1 wagons  in  his  section.  In  his  religious  views  he 
I was  a Universalist.  and  politically  he  affiliated 
I with  the  Democratic  party. 


S\lMEON  NICHOLS  BEERS  was  born  in 
) Newtown  September  2,  1801,  a son  of  Sam- 
uel Beers  (3).  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer, 
i and  he  also  taught  school  for  some  years. 

In  1847,  Mr.  Beers  moved  to  Cook  county, 

| 111.,  arriving  in  Chicago  October  6,  of  that  year, 
j and,  having  purchased  a large  stock  farm,  he  en- 
j gaged  in  stock  raising  and  agriculture,  continuing 
j until  his  death,  on  August  11,  1851.  In  Sep- 
i tember,  1831,  he  was  married  to  Ann  Eliza  Mc- 
I Ewen,  who  survived  him  till  July  19,  1868,  and 
i children  as  follows  were  born  to  them:  Samuel, 

I Phebe  H.  (deceased),  George  T. , William  fde- 
1 ceased),  Cyrenius,  and  Simeon  Edward  fde- 
j ceased).  Of  these, 

Samuel  Beers  was  born  June  13,  1833,  in 
I Newtown,  Fairfield  county,  was  educated  in  the 
I East,  and  attended  school  a couple  of  winters 
| after  moving  to  Chicago,  in  August,  1847.  He 
remained  at  home,  helping  his  father  on  the 
farm,  where  he  resided  till  May,  1880,  when  he 
removed  to  his  present  residence,  No.  3646  Wa- 
bash avenue.  Chicago,  and  devoted  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  real-estate  business.  On  March 
9,  1857,  Samuel  Beers  was  married  to  Emily 
Gray  (daughter  of  Elisha  Gray),  a native  of  Mon- 
roe, Conn.  Four  daughters  bless  this  union: 
Jennie  May,  Emma  Electra.  Lila  Eliza  (who  is 
.a  practicing  physician),  and  Rissa  Gray.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  Mr.  Beers  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  no 
politician.  

HON.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  BRAD- 
LEY was  born  March  28,  1827,  in  Half- 
way River  District,  Newtown,  and  on  the  pater- 
nal side  is  of  Irish  descent.  His  ancestors 
probablv  came  to  this  State  at  an  early  period, 
the  first  to  locate  in  Newtown  being  his  grand- 
father, Abijah  Bradley,  who  was  born  in  Cheshire, 
New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.  This  worthy  pioneer 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  for  many  years 
he  made  his  home  in  Halfway  River  District. 
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He  had  five  children,  viz.:  Abijah,  Jr.,  who  mar-  I 
ried  a Miss  Skeeles,  and  had  a son,  James  \V.,  j 
now  proprietor  of  the  “Tontine  Hotel"  at  New  I 
Haven  (Abijah,  Jr.,  lived  to  the  patriarchal  age  | 
of  ninety  years):  George,  our  subject's  father, 
who  is  mentioned  below:  Harriet,  who  married  ( 
David  Peck,  of  Newtown;  Julia,  who  married  i 
John  Calhoun,  a tailor,  of  New  York  City:  and  I 
Delia,  who  married  George  Wheeler. 

George  Bradley,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Halfway  River  District,  and  became  a 
chair  maker  by  trade,  but  after  following  that 
occupation  successfully  for  about  thirty  years  he 
gave  it  up  and  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  | 
in  his  native  town,  where  he  owned  at  one  time  I 
over  five  hundred  acres  of  land.  While  in  the  i 
business  of  manufacturing  chaiis  he  was  in  part-  ! 
nership  with  his  brother  Abijah,  and  for  some  i 
time  they  made  a specialty  of  scroll  work  and  I 
tops  of  chairs,  their  business  being  an  extensive 
one  for  those  early  days,  and  they  were  classed  ; 
among  the  successful  men  of  the  town.  In  re-  I 
ligious  belief  they  were  Quakers.  Geoige  Brad-  . 
ley  was  for  many  t ears  a justice  of  the  peace  and  i 
trial  justice,  and  he  took  much  interest  in  politics,  I 
first  as  a Whig  and  later  as  a Democrat.  His 
wife.  Comfort  (Tomlinson),  W'ho  was  of  English  i 
descent,  belonged  to  a prominent  family  of  New  i 
Preston,  Conn.,  her  father,  Abijah  Tomlinson,  > 
being  a leading  resident  of  that  place  and  the  i 
first  dealer  in  monuments  and  headstones  in  that  i 
locality.  * Our  subject  was  one  of  a large  family 
of  children,  nve  of  whom  survived  childhood,  1 
namely:  William  A.,  who  was  a member  of  the  i 

State  Legislature  in  I 866;  Mary,  wife  of  Stephen  i 
W.  Somers,  of  Easton,  this  county;  Susan,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen;  George  W..  who  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below;  and  Charles  E.  ' 
The  father  of  this  family  died  in  1S76. 

George  W.  Bradley,  whose  name  introduces  ! 
this  sketch,  received  his  earlier  education  in  the  1 
district  schools  near  his  home,  and  he  has  a i ways  | 
been  a gieat  leader,  especially  of  history.  On. 
June  24,  1849.  he  married  Miss  Betsey  Cornelia  1 
Munson,  and  soon  afterward  took  up  his  lesidence 
on  his  present  larrn.  where  he  has  been  success-  . 
ful  in  general  agriculture  as  well  as  in  horticult- 
ure; his  apple  orchard  is  one  of  the  laigest  and  1 
finest  in  Fairfield  county.  In  politics,  he  was 
reared  a Whig,  and  his  first  vote  was  cast  for 
Zachary  Taviur:  but  since  that  time  be  has  been  1 
an  unswerving  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
parlv.  In  1800.  when  thirty-three  years  old,  he  I 
was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  which  sat  1 
that  year  in  New  Haven,  and  in  1878  and  '79  he  1 
was  again  chosen  to  that  body.  Among  the  1 
local  oflu  es  which  he  has  held  may  be  mentioned  1 


that  of  justice  of  the  peace,  which  incumbency  he 
has  filled  for  several  terms.  Mr.  Bradley  has 
done  considerable  writing  for  the  press,  especial- 
ly on  political  subjects. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradley  are  both  Universalists 
in  religious  belief;  socially,  he  is  identified  with 
the  Masonic  Fraternity  as  a member  of  Hiram 
Lodge  No.  iS,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Sandy  Hook. 
Two  daughters  have  been  born  to  them:  Alice 

Eunisa,  born  November  12,  1850,  is  married  to 
Judge  Charles  H.  Briscoe,  of  Enfield,  Conn.; 
Jessie  Estelle,  born  February  4,  1853  (deceased,, 
was  first  married  to  Rev.  Mr.  Drew,  a Universal- 
ist  minister,  by  whom  she  had  two  children  — 
Edward  Bradley  and  Jessie  Cornelia,  both  now 
deceased;  on  October  3,  1882.  she  became  the 
wife  of  Willis  A.  Briscoe,  son  of  Charles  H.  Bris- 
coe; she  was  especially  fond  of  science,  and  was 
an  expert  botanist. 

Mrs.  Bradley  traces  her  descent  lrom  two 
prominent  Colonial  families.  Her  father.  Job  L. 
Munson,  was  a well-known  miller  of  Hamlin, 
and  grain  from  his  mill  was  sent  to  Boston  and 
other  points  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  Hei 
mother,  whose  maiden  was  Sally  Moss  (or  Morse, 
according  to  the  modern  spelling),  was  a member 
of  the  same  family  to  which  Samuel  Morse  and 
Patrick  Henry  belonged.  When  Mrs.  Bradley 
was  about  five  months  old  both  her  parents  died, 
and  she  was  adopted  by  the  wife  of  Charles 
Curtis,  of  Newtown,  whose  father,  Abel  Curtis, 
was  one  of  the  principal  landowners  of  the  town. 
She  had  one  brother,  Basil  Munson,  and  two 
sisters,  Julia  Ann.  who  married  Nehemiah  Curtis, 
and  Sarah  Nancy,  who  married  James  Clark,  Ji 

\KjrOOSTER  PECK,  son  of  Enos  Peck,  was 
JrV'  of  the  sixth  generation  from  Joseph 
Peck  of  Milford  (See  “Connecticut  Pecks"],  the 
line  of  descent  being  through  Joseph  (2),  Joseph 
(3),  Moses  and  Enos. 

Wooster  Peck  was  born  in  1784,  married 
Betsey  Marshal),  and  had  the  following  children: 
Elizabeth,  Elliott  M.,  and  Henrietta  M..  who 
married  a Lathrop  The  father  was  a farmer, 
and  resided  two  miies  south  of  Newtown  Street, 
in  South  Center  District.  He  was  identified 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and,  in  his  political 
views,  was  a Whig.  He  died  April  1,  1861,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  March  17,  1873. 

Elliott  M.  Pock,  son  of  Wooster  Peck,  died 
November  6,  188G.  in  his  sixtv-seventb  year. 
He  was  a farmer,  and  resided  south  of  Newtown 
Centre.  Of  sound  judgment,  his  services  weir 
frequently  sought  in  the  settlement  of  estates, 
and  he  was  a 1 wavs  lound  faithful  to  the  trust. 
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In  politics,  he  was  a Democrat  in  early  life,  but  i 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  I 
he  joined  the  Republican  party,  and  remained  | 
with  same  throughout  life.  In  1854  he  was  a 1 
representative  from  the  town  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. He  left  a widow,  five  sons  and  one 
daughtet. 

DANIEL  BOOTH  HAWLEY,  second  son  of 

' Jabez  and  Parthena  (Booth)  Hawley,  was 

descended  from  ancestors  who  were  among  the 
earlv  settlers  (from  England)  in  Stratlord,  Conn. 
On  the  maternal  side  they  were  direct  descend- 
ants of  Earl  Booth. 

Mr.  Hawley’s  line  of  descent  is  through  Jo- 
seph, the  emigrant,  bamuel.  Samuel,  Jr.,  Benja- 
min, Benjamin,  Jr.,  and  Jabez.  [See  genea- 
logical record  elsewhere.] 

Daniel  Booth  Hawlev  was  born  May  15. 


agent  for  the  company  for  thirty  years,  and  for 
twenty  years  was  postmaster,  assisted  by  his 
sons.  For  many  years  he  owned  and  operated 
a sawmill,  and  also  a brickyard.  He  was  kind- 
hearted,  generous  and  accommodating,  always 
ready  to  extend  a helping  hand  to  the  needy. 
While  not  an  active  politician,  he  always  took 
great  interest  in  the  leading  questions  of  the 
day,  first  as  a Whig,  later  as  a Republican. 
He  was  a strong  Episcopalian,  taking  great  in- 
terest in  Church  affairs,  attended  all  meetings, 
and  gave  liberally  toward  the  support  of  the 
Church;  he  taught  a class  in  the  Sabbath-school 
| lor  many  years,  Daniel  N.  Morgan,  ex-U.  S. 

| Treasurer,  being  one  of  his  pupils.  He  was  a 
1 devout  Christian,  and  as  long  as  his  health  would 
| permit  attended  Church  twice  a day  on  Sunday, 

I rain  or  shine,  a distance  of  three  miles,  over  a 
j rough  and  hilly  road,  in  an  open  or  covered 


1805,  in  Lands  End  District,  Newtown.  On  1 
December  25,  1833,  he  was  married  to  Olive  , 
Hawley,  born  lune  16,  1815.  a daughter  of  Abel  1 
S.  (eldest  son'  of  lotham  and  Olive  (Terrill)  | 
Hawley)  and  Hester  (Hurd’)  Hawley  (daughter  1 
of  Jabez  and  Lucy  (Blackman)  Hurd),  the  former  1 
born  March  5,  1780.  and  the  latter  on  Septem-  1 
ber  2.  1790,  Abel  S.  having  other  children:  1 

Isaac  H.,  born  February  22,  1811;  Maryett,  I 
born  August  10,  1819;  and  Ferris  Hurd,  born  | 
July  31,  1821.  Abel  S.  Hawley  died  March  12, 
1849,  his  wife  on  beptember  15,  1872.  He  was  I 
a captain  in  the  war  of  1812.  stationed  at 
New  London,  Conn.,  and  at  Providence,  Rhode 
Island. 

The  children  born  to  Daniel  Booth  and  Olive 
(Hawley)  Hawley  were:  (1)  Esther  A.  Hawley, 
born  June  5,  1837,  married,  October  9.  i860, 
Rev.  J.  E.  Goodhue,  and  had  children— Mary 
H..  born  May  17,  1862:  Willis  E.,  born  Decem- 
ber 23,  1866;  and  Marian  L..  born  September  11 , 
1876.  (2)  Elmer  Booth,  born  September  7,  j 

1843,  married  Cornelia  B.  Estey,  of  Chicago,  no  I 
children.  (3)  Henry  S..  born  January  25.  1849 
married,  November  20.  1S79,  Julia  Curtis,  and 
had  children— Samuel  C..  born  January  27.  1881; 
and  May  N.,  born  November  18,  1882.  Henry 
S.  died  January  19-  3 885. 

Daniel  Booth  Hawley  died  March  10,  1882. 
His  father  owned  a large  tract  of  land,  and  at  his 
death  left  each  of  his  tour  sons  a farm.  This 
farm  Daniel  Booth  cultivated  during  his  lifetime. 
At  the  time  the  Housatomc  railroad  was  organ- 
ized he  assisted  the  chief  engineer,  R.  B.  Mason 
in  buying  the  right  of  way  through  Newtown  and 

Brookfield.  At  the  completion  of  the  road  Mr. 

Hawley  was  appointed  station  agent  at  Hawley- 
ville,  the  station  being  named  for  him.  He  was 


wagon. 

Mrs.  Olive  Hawley  died  November  2,  1886, 
at  Newark,  N.  Y.  “She  was  very  intelligent, 
generous,  sympathetic  and  kind-hearted,  ’ and, 
says  a son.  “I  always  felt  very  proud  of  her. 
She  was  a great  reader  and  well  informed;  was 
a good  conversationalist  and  a fine  letter  writer. 
Her  mind  was  clear  and  strong  to  the  day  of 
her  death.  She  kept  up  her  correspondence 
with  her  friends  to  the  last.  Her  letters  to  me 
were  alwavs  entertaining  and  instructive,  and  did 
me  a great  deal  of  good.  She  was  a devout 
Christian.  For  many  years  she  suffered  great 
pain  from  rheumatism’,  and  for  several  years  was 
unable  to  walk.  But  she  bore  it  all  uncomplain- 
ingly.” After  the  death  of  her  husband  she  moved 
to  Newark,  N.  Y„  and  spent  three  or  four  years 
1 with  her  daughter,  Esther  A.  Goodhue. 


MENRY  ALLEN  (deceased),  who  in  his  life- 
time was  warmly  esteemed,  respected,  ad- 
mired and  beloved,  was  possessed  of  a most 
kindly,  generous  and  charitable  nature.  He 
prospered  bv  industry,  and  his  life  history  bears 
testimony  to  what  it  is  possible  for  man,  with 
willing  heart  and  hands,  to  accomplish. 

Mr.  Allen  was  born  April  24,  1821,  at  Dan- 
bury, Conn.,  a descendant  of  an  old  Connecti- 
cut family,  and  was  the  only  child  of  his  parents; 

] but  as  he  was  a mere  child  when  they  died,  he 
1 temembered  nothing  of  them.  The  lad  was 
reared  bv  his  grandfather.  Stephen  Allen,  a far- 
mer in 'the  town  of  Danbury,  who  served 
, as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

! After  attending  school  at  Danbury  our  sub- 
ject commenced  to  learn  the  carpenter  s 

! ,ratje.  He  did  not  finish  his  apprentice- 
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ship  there,  but  in  Chicago,  whither  he  accom-  I 
panied  his  employers,  and  in  that  then  booming  I 
young' town  he  followed  his  trade  some  six  years,  j 
At  the  end  of  that  time  Mr.  Allen  returned  to  ! 
Norwalk,  where  he  established  himself  perma-  l 
nentlv  as  a house  carpenter.  He  passed  from  i 
earth  September  23,  1 8 7 S , a consistent  member  j 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  with  which  de- 
nomination his  widow  is  also  prominently  identi-  | 
fied;  in  politics  he  was  originally  an  Old-line  1 
Whig,  later,  on  its  organization,  associating  him-  I 
self  with  the  Republican  party.  I 

On  January  5,  184S,  Henry  Allen  was  mar-  ! 
ried  to  Miss  Ann  E.  Benedict,  who  was  born  in  I 
Ridgebury.  Fairfield  Co..  Conn.,  daughter  of  I 
Josiah  D.  and  Sally  (Lighthall)  Benedict,  the  1 
former  a native  of  Redding,  Conn.,  the  latter  of  f 
Ballston,  N.  Y..  born  of  Dutch  lineage.  Mr.  I 
Benedict  followed  blacksmithing  in  Ridgefield,  1 
where  he  died.  He  and  his  wife  had  a family  of 
ten  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living:  1 
Mrs.  Ann  E.  Allen,  and  John,  who  also  lives  in  I 
Norwalk.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Allen  were  ; 
born  two  children:  William  B.,  living  with  his  I 
widowed  mother:  and  Charles  Henry,  a dentist  I 
in  New  Milford.  Conn.  Mrs.  Allen,  who  occu-  1 
pies  a handsome  and  comfortable  residence  on  1 
West  avenue.  Norwalk,  is  respected  and  es-  I 
teemed  for  her  many  virtues  by  a large  circle  of  I 
friends  and  acquaintances.  I 


FREDERICK  D.  KNAPP.  It  is  not  an  easy 
task  to  write  the  history  of  an  uneventful 
life.  Our  subject  is  a plain,  unpretentious  man,  ! 
generous,  genial  and  popular.  He  was  born  in  1 
1852,  midst  the  pictuiesque  hills  of  Greenwich, 
Fairfield  Co. . Conn.,  a farmer  s son,  and  grew 
to  manhood  under  the  usual  disadvantages  that 
attach  to  farm  life.  His  schooling  was  some-  ! 
what  meager,  as  he  could  attend  only  in  winter,  1 
and  ended  in  his  seventeenth  year.  1 

Finding  farm  work  distasteful,  he  engaged  I 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr,  Bixby,  to  learn  the  , 
painter's  trade,  being  associated  with  him  ior 
three  years,  after  which  he  formed  a co-partner- 
ship with  John  A.  Slagel.  This  was  terminated  I 
in  1883,  by  Mi.  Knapp's  engaging  with  1.  L.  ! 
Mead  as  assistant  undertaker  and  embalmer.  I 
Politically,  Mr.  Knapp  is  an  enthusiastic  Repub-  1 
lican,  and  he  has  tieqnentlv  been  elected  to  office, 
serving  as  constable  and  tax  collector,  while  in  the  ■ 
fall  of  1898  he  was  elected  town  treasurer.  1 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  Acacia  Lodge  No.  1 
85.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  master  for  two  ! 
wars,  having  passed  all  the  chairs;  of  Ritten-  I 
house  Chapter  No.  n,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Stamford,  1 


Connecticut;  and  is  an  honorary  life  member  of 
the  Masonic  Charity  foundation  of  Connecticut. 
At  the  annual  Communication  of  Acacia  Lodge. 
No.  85,  in  December,  1898, Mr.  Knapp  was  pre- 
sented with  a beautiful  past  master's  jewel,  as  a 
mark  of  esteem  for  and  a recognition  of  his  many 
r ears  arduous  labor  for  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

On  December  6,  1876.  Mr.  Knapp  wedded 
Miss  Belle  Farrell,  a native  of  Dundalk,  Ireland, 
who  came  to  America  in  early  womanhood.  To 
this  union  children  have  been  born  as  follows: 
Frederick  H.,  now  an  undertaker  in  Worcester, 
Mass.;  Elmer  T.,  who  died  in  childhood;  and 
Mabelle,  a charming  and  popular  young  lady, 
the  sunlight  of  her  father’s  home,  who  possesses 
rare  musical  talent,  and  is  now  attending  the 
Conservatory  of  Music  in  New  York  City.  Mr. 
Knapp  owns  a pleasant  home  at  the  corner  of 
Lafayette  place  and  Lake  avenue,  Greenwich. 

William  H.  and  Catharine  (Waters)  Knapp, 
parents  of  our  subject,  had  a family  of  eleven 
childi en.  of  whom  Harriet  died  after  reaching 
maturity;  William  was  killed  by  an  accident,  in 
childhood;  Esther  died  in  childhood;  William 
Henry  Harrison,  a blacksmith,  resides  in 
Gieenwich  (he  served  three  years  during  the 
Civil  war  as  orderly  sergeant  of  Company 
1.  Tenth  Conn.  V.  1.);  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  W.  Bixby,  of  Gieenwich;  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  E.  Mathews,  of  Brooklyn;  Han- 
nah and  Charles  E.  are  residents  of  Greenwich; 
Frederick  D.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 


E'  M.  WELLS,  postmaster  at  Stiatford,  town 
j of  Stratford,  Fairfield  county,  Connecticut. 

GE.  TAYLOR  was  born  in  the  town  of 
' Weston,  Fairfield  county,  March  30,  1863, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  that  place.  After  leaving  school  he  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  at  which  he  has  been  en- 
gaged for  the  past  twelve  years,  not,  however, 
as  an  ordinary  journeyman,  but  as  a contractor 
and  builder,  having  erected  many  of  the  finest 
houses  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home  town.  Polit- 
ically, he  is  a Democrat,  and  in  1893  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Wilton  under  President 
Cleveland,  a position  he  still  holds.  He  has  been 
a justice  of  the  peace  and  town  clerk,  and  has 
aiso  filled  minor  offices.  Socially,  Mr.  Taylor  is 
a member  of  Our  Brothers  Lodge  No.  10,  1.  0. 
O.  F.  of  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and,  in  religious  con- 
nection, of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Wilton. 
On  November  2),  1886,  he  married  Miss  Louisa 
Geoppler,  who  was  born  September  7,  1866,  in 
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the  town  of  Wilton,  a daughter  of  Louis  and 
Louisa  Geoppler.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  have  no 
children.  - 

Curtis  Taylor,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Westport,  and  was  edu- 
cated there  in  the  public  schools.  He  had  the 
following  children:  Osborne,  who  married  Eliza 

A.  Wood;  Augustus;  Marvin;  and  Clarissa,  who 
married  Noah  Hoyt. 

Osborne  Taylor,  father  ol  our  subject,  was 
botn  in  the  town  of  Wilton.  Conn.,  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  that  place,  and  learned 
the  miller's  trade.  He  owned  and  ran  two  mills 
in  Weston,  and  later  went  to  South  Norwalk, 
where  he  ran  a mill  for  a number  of  years.  Po- 
litically, he  was  a Democrat,  was  twice  elected  a 
representative  of  the  town  in  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  and  held  many  minor  town  offices. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  active  in  all  Church  affairs.  He 
married  Miss  Eliza  A.  Wood,  daughter  of  Burr 
and  Maria  (Andrews)  Wood,  and  their  children 
were  as  follows:  Edward  B..  who  married  a Miss 
Sarnmis:  Frank  W..  who  remains  single;  and 
George  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
mother  of  these  children  dying.  Mr.  Taylor  mar- 
ried Miss  Clarissa  Dickens,  by  whom  he  had  the 
following  children:  Charles  D.,  who  married 

Katie  Coughlin;  Minnie,  who  married  James 
Blake;  Carrie,  who  married  Edgar  Davis;  Wil- 
liam, Alfred  ,and  Annie,  all  three  of  whom  re- 
main single. 

Louis  Goeppler,  father  of  Mrs.  Taylor,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
when  a young  man.  He  learned  the  machinists 
trade,  and  was  foreman  of  a gas-fixture  works 
in  New  York  for  some  years.  Later  he  removed 
to  Wilton,  buying  a farm,  which  he  conducted, 
and  he  also  ran  a cider  mill.  He  married  Louisa 

— bv  whom  he  had  the  following  children. 

Louis,  who  married  Lizzie  liembly:  Charles, 
who  married  Addie  Abbott;  Henry;  Adolph,  who 
married  Katie  Ruggles;  Louisa,  wife  of  the  sub- 
iect  of  this  sketch;  Emma,  who  married  Harry 
Foot;  Edward,  Lavina.  William  and  Julia,  all 
four  of  whom  are  single. 


WALLACE  W.  WELCH.  This  well-known 
yV  citizen  of  Bridgeport  is  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  a family  whose  patriotism  has  been 
shown  on  manv  battlefields,  and  whose  members 
have  by  industry  and  thrift  in  private  life  made 
the  name  a synonym  for  good  citizenship.  i e 
family  in  this  section  is  descended  from  two 
brothers  who  came  from  Wales  at  an  early  day, 
locating  in  Connecticut,  and  various  members 


distinguished  themselves  by  soldierly  conduct  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  and  the  war  of  1812,  while 
during  the  Civil  war  our  subject’s  father  and  only 
brother,  Homer,  were  in  the  Union  army,  the 
latter  dying  amid  the  horrors  of  Andersonville 
prison,  after  three  years  of  active  service.  After 
a re-enlistment,  and  just  before  his  capture,  he 
had  been  commissioned  a lieutenant  in  the  13th 
Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Our  subject's  great-grandfather  Welch  was 
born  in  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  in  the  village  of 
Warren,  where  he  passed  his  life.  Jason  Welch, 
grandfather  of  Wallace  W.,  was  born  in  Litch- 
field county,  and  followed  farming  there,  having 
inherited  the  homestead  from  his  father,  and  he 
passed  his  entire  life  in  Warren.  For  many  years 
he  was  also  engaged  in  charcoal  burning,  produc- 
ing large  quantities  annually,  owned  many  teams, 
and  did  much  in  that  line.  At  this  time  the 
Welch  estate  consisted  of  over  one  thousand 
acres,  the  family  ranking  among  the  more 
wealthy  ones  of  the  place. 

Noah  B.  Welch,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Warren,  and,  like  his  father  before  him, 
was  interested  more  or  less  in  farming  and  char- 
coal burning  nearly  all  his  life;  was  also  buyer 
for  the  Barnum  Furnace  Company,  and  in  all 
his  business  transactions  proved  himself  to  be  a 
man  of  good  judgment.  He  died  in  1S86.  His 
wife  Henrietta  (Gibbs)  was  a daughter  of  Tillot- 
son  and  Eunice  (Cole)  Gibbs,  who  were  members 
of  a Sussex  county  (England)  family.  To  Noah 
B.  Welch  and  his  wife  were  born  two  children: 
Homer  and  Wallace  W. 

Wallace  W.  Welch  was  born  July  29,  1850, 
in  Cornwall,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  the  first 
four  years  of  his  life  were  spent  on  his  father’s 
farm’  He  then  went  with  his  parents  to  New 
York  City,  where  he  remained  until  1861.  and  on 
returning  to  Litchfield  county  (with  his  parents) 
he  setted  in  Kent,  and  for  some  time  clerked  for 
his  uncle,  Jerome  Gibbs,  while  attending  school. 
He  did  not  have  many  educational  facilities,  as 
he  left  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  but, 
having  always  been  much  of  a reader,  he  is  a 
well-ioiormed  man  on  all  topics.  At  sixteen  he 
commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  mason,  which 
he  followed  for  two  years  at  Glendale,  Conn., 
and  on  the  Housatonic  railroad.  In  '§7°  "e  re- 
moved to  Bridgeport  and  engaged  in  the  bakery 
business,  meeting  with  gratifying  success  from 
the  start.  He  first  hired  out  to  C.  Russell  & Co., 
and  has  been  connected  with  them  in  one  capacity 
or  another  ever  since.  He  has  done  business 
with  A.  W.  Wallace  for  twenty-five  years.  Mr. 
Welch  is  also  interested  in  the  milk  business, 
conducting  a route  in  Bridgeport,  while  for  some 
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time  he  has  dealt  extensively  in  real  estate,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  considerable  property,  in- 
cluding several  valuable  brick  stores  in  Bridge- 
port. Taken  all  in  all,  he  has  met  with  more 
than  ordinary  success,  which  fact  he  attributes 
in  a great  measure  to  the  sound  judgment  and 
business  acumen  of  his  wife,  who  is  a lady  of  ac- 
knowledged ability. 

On  December  25,  1S73.  Wallace  W.  Welch 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Anderson, 
a daughter  of  Charles  Anderson,  of  Bridgeport, 
and  a granddaughter  of  Lorenzo  Anderson,  a na- 
tive of  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  whence  he  was 
biought  to  America  in  his  infancy  Charles  An- 
derson was  first  lieutenant  of  a company  in  the 
iQth  Conn.  Heavy  Artillery  falterward  known  as 
the  2d  Conn.  Heavy  Artillery ,.  and  he  was  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  By  trade  he  was  a 
spring-fitter  and  carriage-ironei . Bv  his  wife, 
Catharine  Ward,  of  South  Britain.  Conn.,  he 
had  four  children:  Mary.  Charles.  Robert  Lin- 
coln. and  Catharint.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch 
have  been  born  four  childi en : Frederick,  Bessie, 
Sarah  and  Harry,  who  are  all  at  home.  The 
family  are  identified  with  St.  John's  Episcopal 
Church  at  Bridgeport. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a Democrat,  and  in 
1S96  he  was  elected  alderman  from  the  Second 
ward  of  Bridgeport;  was  le-elecled  in  the  spring 
of  1899,  on  that  occasion  receiving  the  largest 
vote  of  any  candidate  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
viz.:  5)992,  the  mayor  1 eceiving  4, 547.  Jt  is 

almost  superfluous  to  add  that  he  gives  to  his 
duties  in  that  incumbency  the  same  energy  and 
foresight  that  has  made  his  private  business 
affairs  so  successful,  as  witness  among  other 
things  his  efficient  work  in  securing  crushed 
stone  for  the  use  of  the  city,  which  has  saved 
many  dollars  to  the  treasury.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  what  was  called  the  “Crushing  com- 
mittee,’' and  in  1S9S  saved  over  five  thousand 
dollars  to  the  city;  has  also  served  on  the  Ways 
and  Means  and  Sidewalk,  besides  several  miscel- 
laneous committees.  Socially  he  is  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  F.  of  America,  and  lias  taken  quite 
an  interest  in  Freemasonry  as  a member  of  St. 
lohn's  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M..  at  Bridgeport. 

Jodge  Jerome  F.  Gn  i s.  a prominent  mer- 
chant of  Kent,  town  clerk,  and  formerly  a mem- 
ber of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  was  born  in 
Kent,  Conn.,  May  19.  1830.  a son  of  Tiliotson 
and  Eunice  (Cole'  Gibb-  The  founder  of  this 
familv  was  Giles  Gibbs,  who  with  his  brothers, 
brands  and  Joseph,  cairn  from  Devonshire,  Eng- 
land. It  is  believed  that  Gih-s  settled  in  Dorchest- 
er in  1633.  He  died  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  May, 
1041.  Jacob  was  a son  of  Giles,  and  either  Samuel 


| or  Jacob  was  a son  of  Jacob,  and  this  son  had  a 
! son  Benjamin,  who  married  Abigal  Marshall, 

1 September  16,  1708.  They  lived  in  Windsor 

I and  Litchfield.  Conn.,  and  had  Benjamin,  born 
| 1710;  Zebulon,  born  1711;  Henry,  in  1713; 

I Abigal.  in  1715  or  1714;  Hannah,  in  1716; 
1 William,  in  1718 — all  in  Windsor.  Conn.  Then 
came  Gersham,  who  was  the  first  white  male 
I child  born  in  Litchfield  town,  the  event  occur- 
ring July  28,  1 72 1;  Zadock,  born  1 722 ; Elizabeth, 
I 1725;  Sarah,  1727;  Caleb,  1729;  Justice,  1731; 
1 and  Remembrance  (the  last),  in  1734. 

Mr.  Gibbs  great-grandfather.  Gersham  Gibbs, 

I his  brother  Benjamin,  his  sons  Isaac  and  Moore, 
were  enlisted  in  a company  of  volunteers  organ- 
ized in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  served  in  the  Revo- 
! lution  Gersham  died  on  board  the  convict  ship 
1 “ Orosvenor.  ” in  New  York  harbor,  on  Decem- 
1 her  29,  1770  Isaac,  his  son,  died  on  the  same 
I ship,  January  15,  1777.  Among  the  'effects  of 
J Captain  Beebe  was  found  the  itceipt  following, 
i Account  of  Gersham  Gibbs:  “Received  of  Cap- 
i tain  Beebe  three  dollars  that  belonged  to  my  hus- 
1 band  and  son.  which  was  part  of  the  money  sent 
1 to  them  whilst  prisoners  in  New  York.  (Signed] 

1 Tabitha  Gibbs.  ’’ 

Mooie  Gibbs,  son  of  Gersham  Gibbs,  went 
1 to  bouth  Britain.  Conn.,  and  there  married 
Patience  Skeel,  June  29,  1780.  Their  children 
1 were:  Amos  A.,  born  April  4.  1787,  died  Sep- 
1 tember  25,  1S20,  in  Pennsylvania;  Reuben  Mar- 
shall. born  March  14,  1794  ; Tiliotson  Howe,  born 
: May  2.  1790,  died  February  23,  1868;  Birdsey. 

born  February  j6,  1798;  Phebe.  born  May  I S , 

I 1803:  Willis,  born  August  13.  1804.  died  July 
5,  1874;  Rhoda,  born  March  17.  1807:  and 
1 Menton,  born  April  20,  1809. 

Tiliotson  Gibbs,  Mr.  Gibbs’  father,  whose 
I birth  occurred  in  Litchfield.  Conn.,  was  reared 
1 a larinet.  and  followed  that  occupation,  at  the 
same  time  keeping  a hotel  in  his  native  town  un- 
i til  he  leached  middle  age.  Then  he  removed  to 
! Kent,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

I dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  He  was  widely 
; and  favorably  known  as  a genial  and  fair-minded 
l man  and  a useful  citizen. 

On  January  11,  1S1S,  at  Weston.  Conn.,  he 
, married  Eunice  Cole,  a daughter  of  Jonathan 
Colt,  and  she  became  the  mother  of  six  children, 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows: 

1 t atlierme  L.,  January'  8,  1819;  Henrietta.  Octo- 
I her  16,  1822,  died  November  8,  1895;  Frederick 
| Baldwin.  November  19,  1824:  Willis,  May  24. 

1 1828,  died  June  j 3.  1882;  Mary  Z.,  August  16. 

< 1832;  Jciome  F.,  May  9,  1S30.  Catherine  mar- 
I tied  I'hrsl  i a Mr.  Rigner,  after  whose  death  she 
I married  (second)  Daniel  Trembley,  by  whom  she 
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had  three  children — Sarah,  Isabella  and  Daniel; 
Henrietta  became  Mrs.  Welch,  and  reared  two 
children — Homer  and  Wallace  W.;  Willis  mar- 
ried Margaret  Nevins,  and  reared  lour  children — 
Mary,  born  March  28,  1851;  George  W.,  Decem- 
ber 10,  1852;  Henrietta,  September  13.  1858; 
Frederick  Howe,  October  24.  i860;  Mary  Z.  be- 
came Mrs.  Henry  Small.  The  mother  lived  to 
the  age' of  ninety-one  years. 

Revolutionary  services  of  Moore  Gibbs,  of 
Litchfield,  aged  sixty-three:  He  served  in  the 
regiment  of  cavalry  commanded  by  Col.  Elisha 
Sheldon,  in  the  Continental  establishment,  part 
of  the  time  in  the  company  commanded  by  Capt. 
Josiah  Stoddard;  afterward  in  the  company  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Elijah  Wadsworth:  ailerward 
in  the  company  commanded  by  Capt.  Jeronimus 
Hoogland,  in  which  last  company  he  was  serv- 
ing at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  when  he  was 
discharged.  He  enlisted  in  said  regiment  in  the 
month  of  April,  1777.  during  the  war,  and  served 
until  the  war  ended.  Previous  to  his  joining  the 
Continental  army,  as  foresaid,  he  served  in  a 
regiment  raised  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  for 
seven  months  in  the  year  1776,  commanded  by 
Gen.  David  Wooster,  in  the  company  com- 
manded bv  Major  David  \A  elch.  In  the  year 
1776  he  was  in  a regiment  raised  in  said  State 
for  nine  months,  commanded  by  Col.  Phillip 
Burr  Bradley,  in  the  company  commanded  by 
Capt.  Bezaleel  Beebe.  Received  a pension  on 
the  20th  of  September,  181S,  No.  3180;  was 
discharged  at  the  termination  of  the  war,  at 
Danburx . 

Lebbens  J.  Welch,  a thriving  and  industrious 
farmer  of  Cornwall,  and  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  was  born  in  barren,  Conn..  March  12, 
1835.  son  of  Jason  and  Sarah  /Bright!  Welch. 
His  first  ancestor  in  this  country  was  Thomas 
Welch,  a native  of  Wales,  who  migrated  from 
that  country  to  America.  His  son  Paul,  Mr. 
Welch's  great-grandfather,  followed  the  sea.  and 
was  engaged  as  a trader  for  some  years  between 
Bridgeport.  Conn.,  and  the  West  Indies.  He 
subsequently  settled  in  New  Milford.  Conn., 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  and 
was  the  first  merchant  in  that  town.  His  chil- 
dren weie:  David.  John,  Abner,  Nathan.  Jeph- 
thah.  Irene  and  Harriet. 

John  Welch,  grandfather  of  L.  J.  Welch, 
was  born  in  New  Milford,  Conn.,  and  followed 
the  trade  of  a carpenter.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  at  the  close  of  his 
mihtarv  experience  took  up  his  residence  in  War- 
ren, Conn  He  lived  to  reach  the  age  of  eightv- 
three  vears.  He  married  Rispah  Page,  a native 
of  Litchfield,  and  they  reared  two  children,  Jason 
84 


and  Lois.  Mrs..  John  Welch  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years. 

Jason  Welsh,  father  of  our  special  subject, 
was  born  in  Warren,  and  was  a lifelong  resident 
of  that  town.  He  adopted  agriculture  as  an 
occupation,  and,  being  energetic  and  industrious, 
achieved  a fair  degree  of  success.  He  lived  to 
be  eighty-seven  years  old.  His  wife  Sarah 
(Bright),  daughter  of  Shores  Bright,  a native  of 
New  Jersey,  became  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren, namely:  Henrietta,  David,  Noah,  Evi, 
Antoinette,  Teresia,  Lebbens  J.  and  Mary. 


FRANK  L.  CURTIS,  undertaker  and  em- 
_ balmer.  Stratford,  town  of  Stratford,  Fair- 
field  county,  Connecticut. 


E ELIJAH  VANDERWERKEN  is  a highiv-re- 
y>  spected  citizen  of  Stamford,  Fairfield  coun- 
ty, where  he  has  carried  on  a jewelry  business 
for  a number  of  years. 

Mr.  Vanderwerken  is  a native  of  New 
| York  State,  born  October  29,  1845,  at  Gieen 
I Bush,  and  comes  from  an  old  New  York  family. 

! The  first  of  his  ancestors  in  this  country,  of  whom 
we  have  record,  was  Roeloff  Gerritse  Van  Dei 
Werken,  of  Halve  Maan,  who  as  early  as  10;; 
owned  a farm  on  Cahoos  Island,  above  the 
fourth  fork  of  the  Mohawk  river.  In  1680  he 
j purchased  seven  morgens  adjoining  his  land  on 
I the  west,  and  north  of  the  fourth  fork,  and 
I two  morgens  on  Havre  Island,  from  Armetie 
Lievens.  He  married  Geertruy  Jacobse,  by 
whom  he  had  a family  of  ten  children,  namely: 
Gerrit.  Albert,  Hendrick,  Nicolaas,  Maritie,  Jan- 
nettie,  Catarina,  Johannes,  Elizabeth  and  Jacob. 

II.  Gerrit  Roeloffse  Van  Der  Werken  mar- 
ried Maritie  Janse  De  Voe.  and  was  the  father 
of  five  children:  Geertruy.  Jannetje,  Catharina, 
Gerardus  and  Johannes.  He  was  buried  Febru- 
ary 2.  1756. 

III.  Johannes  Van  Der  Werken,  born  June 
13,  1714,  married  Christina  Pruvn-on  March  1, 
1737.  and  had  ten  children:  Margarita.  Frans. 

Elizabeth,  Barent.  Gerardus.  Marytje,  Johannes, 
Barent, Alida  and  Johannatje. 

IV.  Johannes  Van  Der  Werken,  Jr. , of 
Halve  Maan.  married  Marytje  De  Voe  on  De- 
cember 26,  1754.  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  viz.:  Engeltie,  Margarita,  Marya. 
Johannes,  Geertruy,  Elizabeth,  Annatie,  Abraham 
and  Roeloff. 

V.  Johannes  Van  Der  Werken  married  Catlt- 
j arina  Slingerland,  and  by  her  had  three  children 
I Abraham,  Rebecca  and  Hendrick. 
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VI.  Hendrick  Van  Der  Werken,  of  Halve  j 

Maan.  married  Catharina  Kremer;  lour  children  j 
were  born  to  them:  Lawrence,  Adam.  George  and  ! 
Abram  ! 

VII.  George  Vanderwerken,  grandfather  of  I 

our  subject,  was  born  at  Waterford.  Saratoga  | 
Go..  N.  Y.  By  occupation  he  was  a miller,  run-  i 
mng  one  ol  the  first  mills  in  his  part  of  the 
country.  For  his  first  wife  he  manied  a Miss 
Van  Valkenburg,  by  whom  he  had  five  children, 
namely:  Henry,  Gilbert,  Geoige  Scott.  Jane 

and  Catherine.  His  second  was  a Mrs.  Yander- 
werken,  a widow,  and  bv  this  union  there  were 
also  five  children:  Sally,  Susan,  Jacob,  James 
and  William.  The  father  passed  away  in  Still- 
water township,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  the 
land  lor  that  church  and  burial  plot  at  Water- 
ford. N.  Y.,  was  donated  by  the  Vanderwerken 
family. 

Vll).  George  Scott  Vanderwerken.  father  of 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these 
lines,  was  born  in  1 8 1 1 at  Waterlord,  in  the 
town  of  Half  Moon,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
passed  his  early  days  in  his  native  town,  there 
leceivmg  a common-school  education.  He 
worked  in  the  mill  with  his  father,  and  also  en- 
gaged m agricultural  pursuits,  working  part  of  the 
larm  in  Stillwater,  Saratoga  count)  At  bcagh- 
ticoke,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  he  was  united  in 
marnage(  with  Mary  A.  Reynolds,  who  survives 
him,  making  her  home  at  Mechanicsville,  N.  Y. 
Then  union  was  blessed  with  four  child]  en,  to 
wit:  Elijah:  Sidney,  who  is  deceased;  Maggie, 
the  wife  of  C.  M.  Fort,  of  Mechann  sville,  N. 
Y.:  and  Ida.  deceased  wife  of  Holmes  C.  Baker, 
of  Stillwater,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Vanderwerken  died  at 
Waterford,  N.  Y.  He  was  oiiginallv  a Whig  in 
political  sentiment,  later  becoming  a member  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  in  religious  connection 
he  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
with  which  his  widow  also  uniter 

Eliiah  Vanderwerken  obtained  a good  educa- 
tion m the  academy  at  Mechanicsville.  N.  Y., 
wheie  he  spent  his  youth.  He  began  life  as  a 
cierk  in  the  establishment  of  his  uncle.  Thomas 
P.  Crook,  who  was  a wholesale  piovision  mer- 
chant in  Stale  street,  Alban)'.  N.  Y..  remaining 
with  him  live  \ears,  after  which  he  embarked  in 
business  lor  himself,  in  the  grot  err  and  provision 
hue.  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  E.  P t.ouse  & 
Co..  Hud-on.  N.  Y.,  for  two  \ ear* . At  the  end 
of  that  lime  he  w ent  to  Marion.  N.  \ . . where  for 
two  wars  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  United 
States  Watch  Company,  and  in  i S 7 r lie  came 
to  Stamford.  Conn.,  to  fill  a short  engagement  j 
hem.  H e remained,  howevei.  for  trie  years,  I 


clerking  with  Andrew  Clark,  jeweler,  and  then 
for  about  nine  years  traveling  in  the  interests  of 
the  Yale  & Towne  Lock  Company,  whose  ser- 
vice he  entered  through  the  influence  of  Emory 
Stockwell,  the  inventor  of  the  time  lock.  In 
j S8 5 Mr.  Vanderwerken  started  in  the  jewelry 
business  ior  himself,  in  a corner  of  the  store  he 
now  occupies,  at  No.  45  Atlantic  Square,  and 
lrom  this  humble  beginning  has  seen  his  trade 
thrive  and  expand  to  its  present  proportions,  the 
whole  store  being  now  required  for  his  business. 
He  is  deserving  of  the  prosperity  which  has  come 
to  him,  ior  he  has  worked  hard  to  gain  a solid 
footing  in  the  business  world,  and  he  has  an  en- 
viable reputation  among  customers  and  trade- 
associates  lor  honesty,  fairness  and  uprightness 
in  all  his  dealings. 

On  November  24,  1874,  Mr.  Vanderwerken 
was  united  in  marriage,  at  Stamford,  to  Miss 
Jane  E.  Scofield,  daughter  of  Charles  William 
Scofield,  and  ten  children  have  been  horn  to 
them,  namely:  Lillian  Maud,  George  Scofield. 

Charles  William  (deceased),  Louise,  Ethel  (de- 
1 ceased),  Gertrude,  Marion,  Irene,  Gilbert  Henry 
1 and  Waltei.  The  family  are  active  in  the  work 
of  the  Stamford  Piesbyterian  Church,  of  which 
Mr.  Vanderwerken  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
1 members.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  religious 
1 work  ol  all  kinds,  and  is  at  present  serving  as 
deacon  in  the  Stamford  Church,  as  treasurer  of 
the  deacons  fund  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  as  treasurer  for  the  American  Volunteers. 
Jn  social  connection,  he  is  a member  of  Union 
Lodge  No.  5,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Council  No  999. 
Royal  Arcanum,  and  of  the  .Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics 


FRANE  WEED  is  a native  of  the  city  of  Stam- 
_ ford,  horn  March  2,  1858,  and  his  fathei. 

I grandlathei.  and  great-grandfather,  the  latter 
named  Aaron  Weed,  were  born  in  Stamlord 
Joseph  Weed,  grandfather  of  our  subiect.  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Stamlord  all  his 
life,  and  died  in  April,  1850,  aged  seventy-three 
1 years  He  mairied  Rebecca  jacobs,  by  whom 
he  had  ten  children:  Sally,  Mary.  William. 

Catherine.  Rebecca  Ann,  James,  John.  Edward. 
Henry  N.  and  Charles. 

Henry  Neison  Weed  was  born  September  20. 
1822.  and  learned  the  trade  of  iron  inoldei. 
which  was  his  life  occupation.  He  was  married, 
in  Stamlord,  to  Gertrude  Hopper,  daughter  of 
William  Hopper,  and  they  became  the  paients  of 
four  childien.  namely:  Addison  P.,  born  Juiy 

31,  J847.  man  ied  to  Adelaide  DeForest ; Will- 
iam S.,  who  married  Gertrude  Dalson  and  died 
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to  bin  .ton,  tins  c minty.  and  alter  cn^ipn?  three 
Mars  m tin-  trucking  business.  Mr.  Kobbins 
opt  nrd  a i;i«  at  market.  which  he  conducted  until 
h:s  d<  a t h He  was  a I democrat  in  politics,  and 
as  a ii!:,rn  h>-  w,ts  much  respected,  being  a de- 
vout and  : iiisMcnl  member  oi  the  Cmigiega- 
1 1 < I ( tent.  His  (hath  occurred  .April  2). 
i >■,; . ae.d  b.'s  wife  survives  ban  with  one  son. 
our  subnet 

W.l.u.m  1’  Kobbins  was  born  December  30, 
i.voS.  at  A. i.nn.  Maine,  where  his  education 
was  l 1 gun.  and  when  about  twelve  years  old  he 
came  to  tlr'-  (ounty  with  his  patents,  and  for 
about  Die  Mars  attended  school  at  Shelton. 
At  tin  age  oi  '■i  t enteeri  he  was  empio\ed  in  a 
meat  11  arket  by  A C.  Booth,  with  whom  he  re - 
in.untd  ten  v'ats.  and  he  then  entered  the  du- 
ple \ nl  h’s  lattier,  since  the  death  of  tin*  latter 
he  has  ic-ndu  n d the  business  on  his  own  ac- 
1 1 wnt.  and  hs  t nergv  and  sound  judgment  are 
shown  in  its  sui  ( c‘ s| ul  management.  He  is  not 
married,  and  makes  his  home  with  his  wniowed 
mother.  S.  1 tally,  he  is  popular,  and  he  is  an 
at  live  11  eii.i  1 1 ol  the  Congregational  ( imri  h. 
and  of  (imati  me  Lodge  No.  6,  1.0.0  1 . oi 
I’erbc  I’ob.ti.  ally,  he  is  a statu  h Ke|  ub,..  an 

G1  ( ' K ( 1 1.  1.  JOHNSON,  for  m..n\  \t..js  a 
n -peeled  and  well-to-do  business  man  of 
New  ( ai.aat.  w as  a native  of  Fairfield  count). 
Com.  . torn  |..ne  7,  tS)t.  on  tlie  farm  at  \\  r«t 
Norwalk  white  his  father,  Henry  Johnson,  still 

resides 

Mi  1 '•i.t'scti  was  brought  up  on  the  farm 
where  he  w.o  b"tn.  and  received  his  education 
at  the  district  o bools  of  West  Norwalk.  At  the 
age  of  c ignit  t n \ears  he  went  to  Bridgeport, 
C t nn  . and  li.eie  entered  the  shop  of  Mr.  Mc- 
C * 1 e 1 1 a r . . with  win, m he  worked  four  years.  Warn- 
ing the  trade  of  horseshoer.  In  l 8;;  he  embarked 
in  tins  business  m New-  Canaan,  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  Hover.  with  whom  he  remained  hut  a 
short  tune,  t *-tab!ishing  a shop  of  his  own  on 
South  aM  mu  . where  he  added  carriage  making 
tohisotinr  work  His  business  prospering,  he 
bought  the  land  and  built  the  factory  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Fas;  a\,nue  and  Forest  street,  where  he 
continued  hs  1 usmess.  forming  a partnership 
with  a Mr  Ka\ mnnd,  under  the  hrm  name  of 
Johr  s'-n  \ KaMiiond.  They  engaged  in  carnage 
making,  an  I a s0  conducted  a livery  business, 
having  k. .id  the  horseshoeing  branch  to  Henry  L. 
and  1 'has  K.  J<  i.nson,  who  still  carrv  it  on  in 
New  C a:.rt„n  Tiiey  iiianufactured  heavy  and 
light  wag"i  s (I  various  kinds,  finding  a ready 
market  f<>r  tl.t  ir  M-hicies.  which  were  always  "up 
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to  the  mark"  (or  durability,  style  and  workman- 
ship, a (act  which  fully  accounts  (or  the  propor- 
tions to  which  the  business  grew.  Mr.  Johnson 
was  active  in  local  affairs,  and  served  creditably 
in  several  public  positions,  such  as  constable, 
member  of  the  school  board,  member  o(  the  boa-rd 
of  burgesses,  etc.  He  cast  his  vote  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

In  1874  Mr.  Johnson  was  married,  in  New 
Canaan,  to  Clarissa  A.  Weed,  daughter  of  Andrew 
J,  and  Betsey  (Banks)  Weed,  and  they  had  four 
children,  born  as  follows:  Howard  F.,  Decem- 
ber 2 8,  1875:  George  Herbert.  September  16, 

1 88 1 ; Horace  W.,  April  29,  1886;  Clara  Gladys, 
December  12,  1892.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Johnson 
was  a member,  in  good  standing,  of  Wooster 
Lodge  No.  37,  1.  O.O.  F. ; Commodore  Perry 
Council  No.  44,  O.  U.  A.  M.;  and  Olive  Branch 
Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  which  he  was 
made  a knight  on  January  30,  1890 

Medad  Banks,  Mrs.  Johnson's  maternal  grand- 
father. was  born  in  the  town  of  Greenfield, 
Conn.,  a son  of  Nathan  and  Mabel  (Bradley) 
Banks,  the  former  of  whom  was  a school  teacher 
in  his  younger  years.  The  family  consisted  of 
ten  childien:  Mabel,  Clarissa,  Medad.  Bradley, 
Marilda,  Aaron,  Betsey,  Permelia,  Nathan  and 
Ely,  of  whom  Permelia  is  the  only  survivor. 
Medad  Banks  was  brought  up  in  Greenfield,  and 
was  a lifelong  agriculturist  of  Fairfield  county. 
He  married  Polly’  Betts,  of  Greenfield,  and  they 
had  eight  children,  namely:  Morris,  who  is  now 
deceased;  Fanny  (Mrs.  Gould  S.  Weed),  of 
While  Oak  Shade,  New  Canaan;  Betsey,  who 
mairied  Andrew  J.  Weed;  Bradley,  deceased; 
loel;  Medad,  deceased;  Clarissa  (Mrs.  George  S. 
Banks),  of  Easton;  and  Melissa  (Mrs.  David  H. 
Osborn),  of  Easton.  The  father  of  this  family’ 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Easton. 


OHNSON  BROTHERS.  This  firm,  com- 
posed of  Henry  E.  and  Elias  R.  Johnson,  has 
done  business  in  New  Canaan  lor  many’ years, 
and  the  brothers  have  a patronage  of  which  they  1 
may  well  be  proud,  and  a reputation  second  to 
none  for  good,  honest  work.  They  are  great- 
great-grandsons  of  Henry  Johnson,  who  lived  in 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  where  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing. His  son,  also  named  Henry,  was  a ship  > 
carpenter  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  married  Abi- 
gail Raymond,  of  that  town,  by  whom  he  had 
nine  children,  namely:  Raymond.  Ann,  Edwin 
H.,  Elias,  LeGrand,  Caroline.  Anpeline,  Mary, 
and  Alinira,  all  of  whom  are  deceased. 

Raymond  Johnson  was  born  in  Norwalk, 
Conn.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  meantime 


learning  the  ship  carpenter’s  trade  with  his  father, 
and  he  followed  same  all  his  life.  For  eight 
years  he  was  also  engaged  in  farming  at  Salis- 
bury’, Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.  At  Norwalk  Mr. 
Johnson  married  Julia  A.  Raymond,  daughter  of 
Gershom  Raymond,  of  Five  Mile  River,  town  of 
Norwalk,  and  three  children  came  to  this  union, 
viz.:  Henry;  Deborah  Ann,  deceased  wile  of 
Henry  Clark;  and  Raymond,  who  lives  in  West 
Norwalk  Henry  Johnson,  father  of  Henry  E. 
and  Elias  R.  Johnson,  was  born  August  7,  1828, 
at  Salisbury,  Litchfield  county,  and  was  reared 
in  the  town  of  Norwalk,  Fairfield  county.  Early 
in  life  he  received  practical  instruction  in  farm 
work,  and  he  has  made  agriculture  his  life  occu- 
pation, though  he  has  also  done  considerable 
work  as  a stonemason.  As  above  stated,  he  still 
lives  in  West  Norwalk,  where  he  has  made  his 
home  for  over  sixty  years,  highly  respected  as  an 
industrious,  honest  citizen,  one  who  would  be  a 
credit  to  any  community.  He  was  married,  in 
New  York  State,  to  Sarah  Ann  Gregory,  daugh- 
ter of  George  B.  Gregory,  of  Henrietta,  N.  Y., 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children, 
three  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely:  George 
F..  Henry  E.,  Elias  R.,  and  Annie  M..  who  is 
the  wife  of  Robert  M.  Seymour,  of  West  Nor- 
walk. and  has  three  children — Robert,  Sarah  E., 
and  Eugene.  • • 

Henry  E.  and  Elias  R.  Johnson  passed  their 
boyhood  days  on  their  father’s  farm  at  West  Nor- 
walk, and  went  to  the  neighboring  district  schools 
for  their  literary  training.  At  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen Henry  went  to  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  to  learn 
the  trade  of  horseshoer,  working  for  three  years 
in  that  town  with  Edward  McClellan,  after  which 
he  came  to  New  Canaan,  where  for  sometime 
he  was  employed  in  the  shop  of  his  brothet, 
George  F.  He  was  in  partnership  with  him  for 
a while,  but  finally  he  and  his  brother  Elias  R., 
who  had  also  learned  his  trade  under  Mr.  Mc- 
Clellan at  Bridgeport,  bought  out  the  elder 
brother's  business,  which  they  have  carried  on 
on  in  partnership  ever  since — a period  of  thirteen 
1 or  fourteen  years.  Their  standing  in  the  com- 
munity, both  as  citizens  and  as  business  men,  is 
sufficient  evidence  of  their  success,  which  is  an- 
other example  of  what  hard  work,  coupled  with 
thrift  and  enterprise,  can  accomplish. 

Henry  E.  Johnson  was  married,  in  New  Ca- 
naan, to  Mary  F.  Weed,  sister  of  J.  A.  Weed,  and 
they  have  two  sons — Henry  W.  and  Edwin  F.  Mr. 
Johnson  and  his  brother  in  social  conneciion  are 
members  of  Harmooy  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  Woos- 
ter Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Commodore  Perry 
Council,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  and  Elias  R.  Johnson 
also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 
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! K J<  hr  *<  n w.i*  n..«tr;rd,  in  I'< • • r> 

K dpr,  \\  < • !<  ht  *U  r l ( , N Y . to  brant  r* 
1 It  ..m  r Ivxis.  da..ghtrr  of  1 r.u.k  Daxts,  arid 
tl.tv  al*o  luxe  two  »ci:>  -1  . i ^ K , Ji..  and 
( .u  Yu  n 1 r.t' t :* 

T h i M AN  AMLI  H.  t r.  t vMi  of  Wilnn, 
I «-t  ( > : • ,i  t \\  r,.  1 .urM  Id  t . ut.ty.  (.  t n- 

r « t T ;c  ut 

AS  M Wsl  II  1 1>  w.,<  t.  m May  :S.  i, 
in  ti  c 1>  wn  of  1 • r ■ < '► • 1 1*1 . *t  t 1. 1 !rj  of 
1 ii.  <!h\  ,imI  At *!.ti:.  at.  t id, 

1 1 * ■ !t  r.t  v t 1 t : t t ■ ah 

'I  :tr.t  \ V,.’  ' > •!  xx.,*  i tn  at  S<  nth: 

» t n , in  i vt  ^ . I :t  i ,i ii  r t.  1 r<  k!.t  Id  in  < .« t ■ \ 

I < 1.'  < <1  t • < t:  a » t I.  * !.•  'i  t w >'  h ,t n i;;,(  it  1 5 « i *• 

l.r  it  r t.t  d ! I r t r v < 'I  i. : t i * : 'k  r at  d t ..  t - 
t . 1 r It  . t : •!,<  r . «(,  <h  l,r  ( ' ' . w t d all  In*  lilf  At 
f't  1 1 nt  t ■ t:  ••  v hr  w .i % n | ii  ini  in  ( i n<  1 1. 1 a 1 1 , 
( ’I,  li  ■.  a t.«!  1 >'  % < t . N A . t nt  l.r  | <i  1 1 .«  (.•!  t .1 1 1 : 
I"  Mu  ii  I'l  I •*  !.! r m 1 ,f ■ < V Vt  Id  At  N t w M i’- 
ll id.  I. It'  ).'  * Id  t I . I ' t.t.  . hr  w.t*  t.r.itrd  m 

ti  ..  r t ..ft  x*  tli  1 ’ „ AJ ..  i ..  *-i  t tu  ,.t),  dauphtc  r < I 
1 .< t .ti  St  i t •.  .tti.  at  1 ! ; , c v ! • ri.r  tlir  | at t nt*  t I 
two  thd.irtr,  At"  ;r  Sr  tin. it,.  ..ti.l  ILw.itd 
I a t hrt , a [ t:  \ > it  t,  ..  t.d  * .,!>  t i in  ol  < tt  i .I  f t t.  w r,, 

< ' tin  In  j < !it  < * . A|  t M-.t  ' f’:«  Id  xx  a*  at  t;r  *t  a 

\Nhig.  hut  t'M  the  ! tt;  t)  <1  thr  K ' pul  ! a tl 
J art)  hr  t .1  *t  hi*  I a t ttl  Its  M.[  port.  itl.d  l ti- 

t.i  urtl  *o  In  tl  t; r til  }.•<■  ih  .ith.  I 't  t fti!  rt  4. 

• S < ^ 1 lit-  x\ . a 1:  . *1  ;tf  • ,!  St . l'a  ills  1 . j '•<  1 1 1 

( hurt  h.  at  Hum  k tit  d ( t :.u  1 

Arthur  S ht  t I!  at.  M ! t ha*  | a' *r d t.,*  t n - 
t it-  hie  in  thr  1 1 \\t.  t ( p, - 1 - , r.t  Id  lie  at  <|n it rd 
hi*  t t!u<  at  .on  m tit  I i ;t!  *■  h<  • I*,  ft  »r  a '■in  rt 

titi.c  at  tend  it  if  a *»  t . t *■■  ii  id,  and  alter  It  ax  usf 

“ ht'til  hr  at  < tit  r ht  i ..is  h.rn  .r.f.  wh;<  h hr  la* 

tt.ade  Ic*  ii|r  vvutt  A*  a •■  dr  i**ue  he  runs  a 

• at  f r t 1 th  r ttsili.  < . j ; | < d \m: h in. j 1 1 \ rd  pt > s. 

' ><  a in  e t.j.  i.t  s.  t t.  . . i.d.  ;t.  ad  lit  < n to  si; | pi)  mg 
I'tjl  (ll'lt  tl.trt,  h !..  * .Hi  t ■!  t put  of  ah'  ut  ■ «o 

Mohs  j er  a:  ti  l.r  i.u.e  n .its  he  ha*  «‘t  - 

'<  trd  (.  r.v,!t  1.1  i ,t  „ft  : : u n to  tin*  xxotk  and  i a* 
< < u*taist!\  sn.j  1,  \t  i },.*  ; a n t Like  hi*  fati  er. 
Mr.  Man*  he  Id  \<  ;.  * the  ht  pu!  h.  an  ticket.  He 

ha*  ht  It!  a rsurt  1 t r i I . r.<  r < fhi  t*.  and  at  ( :•  *- 

* nt  1*  *t  h , j (I  h ■*  f v*  ts.  Socially,  he  is  a 
'' etcher  of  l':.;  n L-  -'ge  No.  40.  F.  Ac  A.  M ..  at 
I htt.hury.  Ci  ism  (t  "t 

( *n  Sef-ter:.!  t r ' 1 * / . Arthur  S.  M <r*t  t Id 

" a*  married  to  I I...  d.oiphter  of  Wtl- 

h-trn  J.  and  S<  j I a L 1 I t t r*t  He  II.  gg.  of  hr<'r  k- 
he  !ti  They  ate  ;•  •»:«  *ttd  in  thr  work  of  St 

hauls  Fj  .*,  t pal  l :.  irdi,  of  which  they  are 
Hie  rubers. 


JOHN  OLDFNSCHLAGER,  a prominent 
re*idrnt  of  South  Norwalk,  is  a self-made 
man  whose  industry  and  thrift  are  character- 
istic of  hi*  (terman  blood  and  training.  Be- 
ftmitif  hi*  buxine**  career  without  capital  or 
ir.thsent  ial  ft  it  mis.  he  has  proptessed  gradually 
hut  *urei)  on  the  path  to  prosperity,  until  he  now 
t w 1*  an  extensive  establishment  for  the  manu- 
f..itute  of  tifar*  and  tobacco,  employing  a large 
number  of  bands. 

Mr  ( >ldrns(  blager  w as  born  near  Hamburg. 

(.ttmniy,  in  iS)6.  a son  of  Peter  and 

1 kit  1 per  < >ldt  ri*c h lager,  both  nat ives of  Germany. 
In  1 S 7 1 the  family  came  to  America,  and  the 
fat  It  1 spent  his  remaining  )t  ars  upon  a farm  near 
< itrtt.pt.  N J Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of 
tint  e t h:\hen.  tlie  otlscrs  being  Peter,  a retired 
rt*' dent  t.f  (trarige.  N.  J..  who  was  formerly  en- 
g.ipetf  m l’u*int'**  there  as  a baker;  and  Jacob,  a 
putt  er,  now  retired 

< Mir  subirct  %x as  fifteen  years  of  ape  when  He 
lift  the  Fatherland,  and  his  education  was  ob- 
t a it, et!  in  the  t ommon  st  hot.ls  near  his  early  home. 
On  arrix mg  in  Orange,  N.  J.,  he  bet  ame  a baker , 
and  (t.j  two  \ears  was  associated  with  his  brother* 
in  that  bu*uie*s.  Later  be  xvent  to  St.  Louis, 
and  during  his  three-vears  stay  there  learned  the 
i ipar  makers  trade.  He  then  returned  to  the 
1 a*t,  and  for  a time  followed  his  trade  in  New 
York,  but  m 1879  he  settled  in  this  county,  for 
ft. ur  \tars  being  employed  as  a cigar  maker  in 
Norwalk.  In  1883  he  began  business  for  him- 
*r!f  in  a xery  small  wav  in  South  Norwalk, 
white  he  has  ever  since  conducted  a growing 
trade,  and  in  his  factory,  at  No.  104  Washington 
street,  he  not  only  manufactures  cigars,  but  also 
pupates  tobacco  tn  packages  for  the  market. 

Mr.  Oldt nschlager  married  Miss  Delia  Wolf, 
who  was  born  in  New  Canaan,  this  county,  and 
1*  of  (terman  descent.  They  have  two  daugh- 
ttrs,  Louisa  and  Minnie.  The  family  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  Mr. 
Oltlt  r,*<  huger  is  a member,  and  he  also  belongs 
to  the  German  Lodge,  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  to 
the  Matnnerchor.  Politically,  his  sympathies 
air  with  the  Democratic  party  in  National  affairs, 
but  at  local  elections  he  votes  for  the  best  man, 
according  to  his  own  judgment. 

GLORGE  MEACHEN.  a successful  market 
gardener  of  Stratford,  furnishes  a good  ex- 
ample of  thrift  and  enterprise,  as  his  prosperity 
i«  the  re*ult  of  his  own  well-directed  efforts. 

Mr.  Meachen  was  born  July  9,  1845,  at  Pat- 
erson, N.  J. , and  is  descended  from  good  old  Eng- 
lish stock.  His  grandparents  lived  and  died  in 
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England,  but  six  of  their  sons  came  to  America. 
Of  these,  Charles,  now  deceased,  settled  at  San- 
dusky, Ohio,  and  engaged  in  gardening;  Robert 
was  a gardener  at  New  Haven,  where  he  died  a 
few  years  ago;  James,  who  is  living  in  retirement 
in  Stratford,  was  formerly  a gardener;  William, 
our  subject’s  father,  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low; Edward,  deceased,  was  a gardener  at  Mich- 
igan City,  Ind. ; and  Henry,  who  followed  the 
same  occupation  in  Stratford  for  some  time,  is 
now  living  in  Indiana. 

William  Meachen,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  England.  He  has  always  taken  a keen 
interest  in  the  questions  of  the  day,  is  a stanch 
Republican  in  politics,  and  in  religious  connec- 
tion is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He 
married  Miss  Ann  Carr,  of  England,  who  died  in 
j 8 5 8,  and  they  had  seven  children:  Margaret, 

wife  of  Charles  Holah,  of  East  Bridgeport; 
George,  our  subject;  Annie,  who  married  George 
W.  Dew,  formerly  a merchant,  but  now  a farmer, 
of  Greenfield  Hill;  Sarah  ("deceased,,  who  mar- 
ried William  Paddock,  a jeweler  of  Bridgeport; 
William,  a market  gardener  in  Stratford ; Charles, 
a broom  manufacturer  in  Bridgeport;  and  Lizzie, 
wife  of  Thomas  W.  Wyre,  a clothier  at  New 
Haven. 

Our  subject’s  boyhood  was  spent  chiefly  in 
Jersey  City,  where  he  attended  school,  and  after- 
ward engaged  for  a few  years  in  gardening. 
Later  he,  became  inteiested  in  the  meat  business, 
which  he  followed  four  years,  and  in  1869  he 
located  in  this  county,  engaging  in  market  gar- 
dening at  Stratford.  He  has  about  twelve  actes 
of  land  under  cultivation,  and  his  careful  and 
judicious  management  is  shown  in  all  the  ai- 
rangements.  Mr.  Meachen  is  influential  in  local 
affairs,  having  been  one  of  the  wardens  of  the 
borough  before  its  annexation  to  Bridgeport, 
while  at  various  times  he  has  served  in  other  po- 
sitions, including  that  of  grand  juror.  In  relig- 
ious faith  he  is  a Methodist,  and  socially  he  is 
connected  with  St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  A:  A.  M..  at 
Stratford,  and  with  the  Housatonic  Grange,  of 
which  he  has  been  a member  for  twenty  seven 
vears.  In  1SO7  he  married  Miss  Fannie  Pyle, 
daughter  of  Emanuel  Pyle,  a well-known  i evi- 
dent of  ]ersev  City,  and  they  have  one  son. 
George  C.,  who  is  still  at  home. 

Jt  RNOLD  TURNER.  Every  business  or 
_ .L  profession  has  its  prominent  men,  some 
made  so  by  long  experience,  others  by  their  pro- 
ficiency in  their  particular  occupation.  The  sub- 
ject of  these  lines  is  conspicuous  among  ma- 
chinists and  manufacturers  both  on  account  of 


1 

| his  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  details  of  his 
I calling,  and  by  the  success  he  has  made  in  it. 

Mr.  Turner  is  an  Englishman,  having  been 
born  at  Denton,  near  Manchester,  England, 
March  J 9,  1871,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Jane 
(Ashworth)  Turner,  both  of  the  same  nativity, 
the  former  of  whom,  born  in  1S36,  died  in  1 8S4 , 
the  mother,  born  April  6,  1837,  is  still  living  at 
Denton.  The  father  was  a son  of  William  Tur- 
l ner,  a pioneer  in  the  hat-manufacturing  industry 
; at  Denton,  England.  The  mother  was  a daugh- 
I ter  of  John  Ashworth,  also  a pioneer  in  the  same 
1 industry  in  Denton.  John  Turner  started  in  the 
machine-manufacturing  business  at  Denton  in 
I i860,  in  a small  way,  employing  at  first  only  one 
I man,  from  which  modest  nucleus  the  business 
I has  developed  in  the  passing  years  to  its  present 
magnificent  proportions,  employment  being  given, 

I in  one  way  or  another,  in  Denton  (England)  and 
I Danbury  (Conn.),  to  over  four  hundred  men. 

To  John  and  Jane  (Ashworth)  Turner  were 
1 born  eight  children,  a brief  record  of  whom  is  as 
I follows:  (1)  Mary  married  Lewis  Barber,  a hat 

i manufacturer  of  Denton,  England,  where  they 
! reside.  (2)  Henry  Herbert  is  a partner  with  our 
subject  in  the  business  at  Danbury,  and  has  his 

■ residence  on  Fairview  avenue,  in  that  city;  he 
1 married  Miss  Constance  Alikin,  a daughter  of  Dr. 

: William  J.  and  Margaret  (Weston)  Allkin,  and 
1 they  have  one  child — Gladys.  (3)  Albert  is  also 
; inteiested  in  the  Turner  Machine  Company's 
works  at  Danbury,  and  has  charge  of  the  work 
I at  Denton;  he  resides  at  Western  Lea,  Auden- 
1 shaw,  near  Manchester.  England.  (4)  Nellie 
1 married  William  lacques.  of  Audenshaw,  and 
they  have  two  childien — Fred  and  Lewis.  (5) 
i Eliza  married  Frederick  W.  Pinshon  (now  de- 
1 ceased),  of  Harrogate,  Yorkshire,  England,  and 
I has  one  child — Eveline.  (6)  Arnold,  our  sub- 
i ject.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (7)  Clara 
. and  (8)  William  Ernest  (both  unmarried)  live  at 
I Denton,  England. 

Arnold  Turner  received  his  elementary  edu- 
' cation  at  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place, 
later  attending  the  grammar  schools  in  Manches- 
i ter,  and  then  pursuing  a course  of  study  at  Vic- 
1 toria  University,  in  the  same  city.  On  leaving 
college  he  went  to  France  and  studied  French 
under  a private  tutor;  he  also  traveled  consider- 

■ ablv  all  over  Europe,  in  order  to  become  ar- 

■ quainted  with  the  various  languages,  after  leav- 
i ing  France  visiting  Germany.  Austria,  Hungary, 

Switzerland,  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  Belgium  and 
1 Holland— in  all  spending  several  years  in  these 
countries.  Not  only  did  he  occupy  himself  in 
. acquiring  the  several  languages,  but  he  made 
1 himself  acquainted,  also,  with  the  hat  trade  in 
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, oid  in  the  t ruled  States,  and  established  the 
j i • ' • i.t  I : - . in  Ibmbury.  which  now  gives 
• pi  > tit  to  liom  seventy  five  to  one  hundred 
i.  .mb.  who  invariably  ret ei\e  pood  « aces.  In 
t^  / part  of  tiie  present  buildings  (or  the  works 
w > re  p ■ '-ed.  an<(  lioin  year  to  year,  as  the 
i ' : • ;i.<  leased,  they  have  been  extended  or 

*■’.  ofid  to  meet  tiie  demand.  In  l Sot  our  sub- 
. t < .one  to  America  for  tiie  tirst  tune,  and 
>■  r then  turn  divided  his  attention  alternately 
i > ’ ' • eti  t iie  turn's  works  at  Ihtnburv  and  tiiose 
at  In  non  i nr  and.  He  has  a large  at  quaint* 
..me  in  the  hat- manufacturing  industry,  being 
so  mi  n itariv  ail  the  hat  manufacturers  in 
!■  tii  I un  j i ami  America.  He  holds  the  most 
p*  -ant  r<  iations  with  his  employes  on  both 
- v ,.f  t lie  Atlantic,  and  has  bi  err  tiie  recipient 
< t t:  ,.n\  >-o,:\ emrs  from  tiiem  as  t < > k t ns  <d  esteem, 
w !.  < il  tie  yy  ell  merits. 

Mr  ’1  tuner  is  an  associate  member  of  the 
In  t ime  of  h metrical  luipineers  of  tonal  Brit- 
au.  .<nd  ins  political  sympathies,  on  this  side  of 
tin  At  antic,  aie  with  tiie  Republican  party— 
••  !.or  | lay  and  no  favors  ” He  is  unmarried. 
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